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The Federation has just enjoyed a wonderfully successful Annual Conference in Irvine.   The highlight of the weekend was the 

inauguration of our new President, Jim Thomson.  A native of New Cumnock, but now living in Kilmarnock with his wife Sheena, Jim 
is a retired Police Superintendent.   He is resolute in his determination to ensure the Federation’s finances are not only kept under 
control but enhanced by innovative approaches to funding.  Working in conjunction with Senior Vice President Peter Hughes he will 
explore new income sources and streamline the way the Federation conducts its business.  In particular, he aims to free the Chief 
Executive from some of the myriad of tasks which come into the Office so that she is better able to concentrate on promoting the 

Federation’s aims to a wider public.  A more detailed report on the conference will appear in the November Newsletter.     Editor 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
President Jim Takes Over 
 

The Federation’s Annual Conference was held in the Menzies 
Hotel, Irvine over the weekend of 12-14th September.  In 
addition to the AGM, two splendid dinners, seminars, a ceilidh 
and a dance, the main event was the inauguration of the new 
President of the Federation, Jim Thomson.  During the 
handover Jim praised outgoing President Jane Brown for her 
fantastic year of office. She had been a wonderful ambassador 
for the Federation across the globe (and in the Globe!) and 
had left the Federation as a revitalised and dynamic 
organisation.   In an emotional response Jane acknowledged 
the tremendous support she had received from everyone and 
said it had been the experience of a lifetime, a pleasure and a 
privilege to serve as President. 
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Why Should We Waste Our Prime 
 
 
The Golden Age we’ll then revive: 
 Each man will be a brother; 
In harmony we all shall live, 
 And share the earth together; 
In Virtue train’d, enlighten’d Youth 
 Will love each fellow-creature; 
And future years shall prove the truth 
 That Man is good by nature: 
The let us toast with three times three 
 The reign of Peace and Libertie! 
 
 
 
by Robert Burns    
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Burnsong - Songwriting Competition 
 

Burnsong, which ran its first programme of events in 2005, was conceived in response to the then 
First Minister's call for innovative ways to celebrate Robert Burns, his heritage in Scotland and 
beyond.  For Burnsians, the focus on contemporary songwriting in many styles is a tribute to Burns' 
own interest in song, and his understanding that the song carries the message almost more 
powerfully than anything else.                             [For further information see www.burnsong.org] 
 
"Dumb Ways to Think" is a Songwriting Competition being organised thro’ Burnsong. It's FREE to 
enter: £1000 prize for winning song, £250 for the runner-up. 
 
The aim is to expose and discredit sectarian beliefs and myths.  A professional animation will be 
made based on the winning song.  There is also a £250 prize for an original short video on anti-

sectarianism. Please note this is not part of the songwriting competition. It's just a chance for everyone to have their say on the 
subject of anti-sectarianism. For information on 'How to Enter', closing date for entries and rules click on the following 
burnsongpromotingsongwriting.wordpress.com/son…on/ 
 
The project leader is professional songwriter Robert Maitland MA Songwriting, BA hons Music, Ad.Dip. Music for Film & TV and 
tutor for Burnsong Young Songwriters.  With the support of the VAF, Scottish Government, S.W Scotland Sectarian Project, SCVS, 
smartIndiemusic & EM Records..  soundcloud.com/smart-indie 
 
 
Burns Celebration Day      

 
On the 19th July 2014 Edinburgh and District Burns Club Association (EDBCA) played host to 
a ‘Celebration of the Life of Robert Burns’ and held a Poetry Competition for the Tom 
McIlwraith Trophy, presented in memory of Tom who had been a Past President of the World 
Federation and of the EDBCA. This was to be an all-day event starting off at the Burns 
Monument on Calton Hill, Edinburgh.  Representatives from seven Burns Club Associations, 
guests and friends and the Robert Burns World Federation President Jane Brown, were 
welcomed by Jim Shields, President of the EDBCA. Seating was provided with the kind help of 
Paul McAuley, Conservation Officer from Edinburgh Council Museums.  
 
The entertainment included Jim Weatherston and Jim Shields with guitar accompaniment, 
William Horne, Gordon Jamieson and Margaret Anderson reciting Burns’ poems and the 
company joining to sing Rantin Robin and Scots Wha Hae.  
 
There was also a wonderful recitation of Tam 0’Shanter by Annie Bowes, a rising star and a 
winner of the Schools and National Finals.  Annie was accompanied by her mother Caroline 
Anderson a member of “The Silver Darlings” a cappella trio who entertained the party by singing John Anderson my Jo.   
A rousing rendition of “Auld Lang Syne” brought proceedings to a close at the monument.  
 
The company reconvened for lunch and the poetry competition at Liberton Lodge.  Judges for the day were Isa Hanley, William 
Horne and John Haining.  When they retired to deliberate, the guests were treated to songs and poems from Jim Weatherston, John 
Hutchison, Ronnie Crichton and Gordon Jamieson. 
The competition was won by Will Kirk representing West Lothian reciting Holy Willie’s Prayer. John Hutchison representing Ayrshire 
reciting The Tree of Liberty was second and Charlie Beaton representing Grampian reciting Holy Willie’s Prayer was third. 
Jim Shields President of the Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs Association, presented the prizes and thanked everyone for making 
this a very successful day.  Jane Brown President of the World Federation thanked the EDBCA for the invitation and said the 
competition was an important event on the Burns Calendar.                                                Gordon Jamieson Secretary EDBCA 

 
Commonwealth Games Brings Two Perths Together 
 
To coincide with the opening of the Commonwealth Games, ABC radio in Perth, W Australia ran an item about Burns Suppers and 
their researches led them to Perth Burns Club, (Scotland).   Secretary Donald Paton was on the radio live at 6.30am for 15 minutes 
talking to them about “everything-you-ever-wanted-to-know-about-burns-suppers.”   Past President Bill 
Dawson thought it a good summary of Burns Suppers.  The broadcast is available at 
https://soundcloud.com/720abcperth.  Just enter ‘Burns Supper’ in the ‘search’ box and select 
‘everything you wanted to know about burns Supper and press ‘play.’  
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Thornhill Burns Club 10th Anniversary 

 
Some members of the Thornhill & District Burns Club went 
on an outing on Saturday 19th July, to explore some of the 
places visited by Robert Burns while on his excise duties. This 
was organised by Ian Millar (second left) a club member and 
local historian who also explained the significance of each 
place visited.  The first stop was at Cairnmill, then on to 
Drumlanrig Castle grounds to a spot known as poets corner, 
where he composed the song 'Phillis the Fair' she was the 
daughter of John McMurdo of Drumlanrig, chamberlain to the 
Duke of Queensberry. Next was Durisdeer and the Lang Glen, 
featured in his song 'The Braw Wooer'. Then on to 
Mitchellslacks then Brownhill, where he wrote an epigram to 
John Bacon, the landlord of Brownhill Inn and also a poem to 
William Stewart brother in law of John Bacon, finally arriving 
back in Thornhill where we enjoyed a welcome lunch provided 
by Morag Murray, another club member. 

 
Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club  

The Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club is bringing a 

flavour of Scottish literature and poetry to different 

generations in the town of Beith in North Ayrshire. 

 Winners of eight tickets to the 2014 Games closing 

ceremony gifted by the Scottish Government, the 

group has held a range of celebratory events with its 

£9,250 Celebrate award. 

Their project – Be a Bit Mair Scottish – involved 

running a series of inter-generational events for the 

whole community including workshops on literary 

heritage for local schoolchildren and a concert 

featuring the Dalmellington Brass Band.  The 

programme kicked off with a very special 

Commonwealth Dinner where a wide range of speakers 

and entertainers brought some of the spirit and 

atmosphere of the Games to the 200 guests.  The 

evening’s proceedings ended with musical performances from local musicians Margaret and Rab Wilson who performed the miner’s 

lullaby “Coorie Doon”. 
 

Donald Reid, secretary, Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club, said: “Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club is indebted to Celebrate for 

supporting our Commonwealth themed events. We are a group of mainly “golden oldies,” but are very community minded, 

particularly in looking after our members and also contributing to developing young people in public speaking and Scots poems. We 

were over-the-moon when we learned that our club had been allocated tickets for the closing ceremony and we look forward to 

attending this very special event. Thanks again to all at Celebrate for this golden opportunity.” 

 

Norman Henderson, 89, Honorary President, said: “I served in the RAF in India during the latter war years. I was always keen on 

sport and to get the opportunity to attend the closing ceremony of Glasgow 2014 is indeed a dream come true for me. I will be a 

proud man being part of this closing event on 3 August. Thanks to everyone who made this happen.” 

Harry Young, 89, Honorary President, said: “I was in the navy during the Second World War and was present at the surrender of the 

Japanese on board HMS Terpsichore. Although I’m not keeping such good health at the moment, I was delighted to learn that I had 

an invite from Celebrate to attend the closing ceremony of Glasgow 2014. Thank you.” 
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Annual Brow Well Gathering 
 

 
 
Warm sunshine on 21st July drew a record number of Burnsians to Ruthwell for the annual commemorative gathering at Brow Well 
to mark the death of Robert Burns in July 1796.  David Miller, president of the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association, 
welcomed the company which included delegates from New Zealand, and France as well as members of Burns Clubs from all over 
Scotland and England. 
 
The official party of dignitaries and club presidents were piped to the well by Pipe Major Callum Watson.  The Rev. Gerald Moule, 
locum minister of the combined parishes of Cummertrees, Mouswald and Ruthwell, read from “The Beatitudes” in the New 
Testament followed by Psalm 23 from the company with accompanists Lee McQueen and Sandy McClelland. 
 
Mrs Jane Brown, president of the Robert Burns World Federation delivered stirring oration dwelling on the poet’s humanity, 
philosophy and love of the common people. His radical views expressed in print brought him into conflict with the government of 
the day and threatened his employment as an excise man, a public servant. Being sent to the Brow Well by his doctor as a cure for 
rheumatic heart disease proved less than successful and returning to Dumfries in a carriage borrowed from Maria Riddell of Friars 
Carse, he died on 21st July. Mrs Brown placed a floral tribute at the well Pipe Major Watson played a lament on the bagpipes.  
 
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mike Duguid, SVP of the SSCBA and the company returned to Dumfries for a buffet and social at 
the Cairndale Hotel with entertainment from locals and guests, and the genial John Caskie as MC.              [Report by David Smith] 
 
Edinburgh Edition for Sale  

An Edinburgh Edition of the Poems of Robert Burns is available for sale.  The inside 
pages of this book are in good condition but the covers are slightly worn.  This book 
comes from an impeccable source and can be viewed by arrangement.  If you are 
interested please contact John Haining at telephone no 0141 883 2059 or e-mail 
john.haining@btinternet.com.    
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Ted Murray’s Memory Lives On 

 
The late Ted Murray, one of the 
best known and longest serving 
members of the RBWF 
Executive who passed away in 
2012, has been remembered in 
his adopted town of Dumfries 
with a commemorative bench. 
 
Ted’s sister Ann, who lives in 
London, contacted David Smith 
of the Burns Howff Club to 
seek advice on the placement of 
a bench and in due course, 

Dumfries & Galloway Council installed a seat and commemorative plaque adjacent to 
the Jean Armour statue, opposite St. Michaels Church. 
 
Ann chose Burns’ “Epitaph on my own friend, Wm. Muir” for the inscription on the plaque, a fitting tribute to a perfect gentleman. 

Camperdown Burns Festival 

The annual festival celebrates the town’s link to Scotland’s national bard and 
Camperdown’s statue of Robert Burns which is the oldest surviving in the 
world. Corangamite Shire Council community relations co-ordinator Rory 
Neeson said the festival had been a huge success, with higher than expected 
numbers.  He said, “It has been fantastic” with the Deer Stalker Ball on 
Friday being well attended and the family ceilidh on Saturday night proving 
very popular.  

Performances from pipers (including the 
one in the photo left doing the highland 
fling whilst piping!) and other musicians, 
markets, children’s activities, whisky 
tastings and art exhibitions were held 
across the weekend and included an all-

age traditional Scottish dancing workshop a finale concert at the Theatre Royal featuring the 
Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club.  The festival also attracted expert speakers on Burns and 
Scottish traditions including RBWF member Gordon Ashley and historians Bob Lambell and Prof. 
Weston Bate. 

This year’s international guest was Robert Burns World Federation President Jane Brown whom 
Mr Neeson described as “the highlight of the weekend.”  “She was a drawcard,” he said, “She was 
really entertaining and was great with the crowd.”      [Photo right, Jane gives Burns ae fond kiss]  

 

A Welcome Return to the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum 

Dr David Hopes has returned to Alloway where he has 

been appointed as the new Director and General Manager 

of the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum (following Nat 

Edwards’ departure to a new regional role within the 

NTS). Many Burnsians will recall the groundbreaking 

work that David carried out in surveying and helping to 

gain recognition for the distributed national Burns Collection and also his work as Project Curator 

for the Birthplace Museum. More recently he has been working with the University of 

Birmingham and the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust to research new digital applications. An 

Ayrshire native, with a lifelong love of Burns, David brings both a deep-rooted understanding of 

the Burns heritage of Alloway and a forward-looking eye for Burns in the 21st century. 
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Lapraik Cairn Centenary 
 
An extract from the pages of the Muirkirk Advertiser 1914 reads:   “On Saturday afternoon last (18th July, 1914), several of the 
members of the Lapraik Burns Club journeyed per brake to Dalfram, the object being to visit the monumental cairn lately erected to 
the memory of the Poet, John Lapraik, and to formerly inaugurate the same. 

 
The President of the Club, Mr Archibald Fairbairn, gave an admirable address, in which he summarised 
the work done during the past two years, which had resulted in the formation of the cairn, and 
incidentally remarked that both it and the ground on which it was built was now the property of the 
Club. In a sense it was a classic soil, for it was certain that on a little hill nearby stood the dwelling 
place of Lapraik. Here, amongst other stanes, lime, and debris were found Lapraik's hearthstone and 
other things which only belong to a dwelling house. 
 
Mr Fairbairn then explained all about the building of the cairn, which is over 11 feet in height, and built 
chiefly from the stones derived from the site of Lapraik's house. Amongst those of the members who 
had taken a practical interest in the building, he could easily single out Mr Thomas Weir, who was 
responsible for the plans adopted to keep all safe in the jar built into the cairn, and he expected Mr 
Weir's plan would be effectual.”  Further details of the history of the cairn can be found at 

http://www.lapraik.com/history/memorial.htm 

 
On Friday 18th July 2014 the Muirkirk Enterprise Group organised a re-dedication of the Cairn which 
had been refurbished by the group.  Following a welcome and introductions by Douglas McKenzie, the 
Rev Scott Rae and Fr. Stephen McGrattan conducted the re-dedication.  Songs were sung by John 
Morran and a poem Rondeau to John Lapraik recited by Aiden Jamieson before Jim Thomson, Senior 
Vice-President of the RWBF, unveiled the refurbished plaque and gave a short address about John 
Lapraik.   
 
The company returned to Garan House for refreshments & the presentation of Scots Toun Award 
 
Writing Workshops with Rab Wilson  
 
The Baird Institute, Cumnock will host a writing workshop led by highly acclaimed poet Rab Wilson, a well kent face in Burns 
circles. The inspiration for a programme of creative writing workshops is Ayrshire’s WW1 poetry. Local poetry, often in Scots, about 
the war and its aftermath appeared in newspapers, pamphlets and books, and provides a fascinating insight into Ayrshire 
perspectives on these global events. The workshops will be held on Wed 1 Oct & Wed 5 Nov at 3.30pm-5pm.   

 
There will be a showcase event for the participants work on 20th Nov at 5.30pm- 7pm 
 
Also at the Baird Institute Cumnock on 10th October Rab Wilson and author and lecturer David 
Manderson will discuss and read from the East Ayrshire’s collection of Ayrshire World War One 
poetry. This rarely-seen poetry was written between 1914 and the early 1920s by local writers 
from around the county. See http://eastayrshireleisure.com/ for further information on all the 
above events.   
 

 
LARGS CRONIES OUTING TO DUMFRIES 
 
On Saturday 23rd August, a group from Largs Cronies Burns 
Club went on an outing to Dumfries where they visited some of 
the places associated with Robert Burns. 
 
Following morning coffee at the Lochside House Hotel, New 
Cumnock, the Cronies then proceeded to Ellisland Farm in 
Dumfriesshire, the home of Burns from 1788 to 1791, where the 
curator, Les Byers, showed the group round. 
 
The Cronies proceeded to the Globe Inn in Dumfries where 
they were warmly welcomed by "mine host", Jane Brown, 
President of the Robert Burns World Federation. 
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LARGS CRONIES OUTING TO DUMFRIES (cont’d) 

 
Following lunch, the Cronies met up with two of the members of Burns Howff Club who conducted them on a most interesting and 
informative tour round the Globe Inn, Burns House and Mausoleum. 
 
A most enjoyable day ended with the Cronies having high tea at the Globe Inn along with fellow Burnsians from Fauldhouse and 
Crofthead Burns Club. The picture shows the Cronies at Burns Mausoleum in St Michael’s Churchyard with President Jane Brown.  
 
 
Harry Hutchison – a Tribute 
 
Harry Hutchison was born in Dumfries and was a proud “Doonhamer”.  He gained a prize in the Burns Competition at primary 
school and later attended Dumfries Academy. Having served an apprenticeship as a painter and decorator with Cairns of Galloway 
Street he later worked at the Crichton Royal Institution. His love of football led him to take up refereeing and he gained a well-
earned reputation as a firm but fair whistler who would put up with no nonsense. Harry was called up for National Service, initially 
with the KOSB’s before transferring to the Royal Military Police. Returning home, he joined the Burns Howff Club and was elected to 
the Executive Committee in the Burns’ Bi Centenary Year of 1959.   

 
He married local girl Molly and the pair were blessed with son Graham and daughters Brenda and 
Janet. Harry applied to join the police but was “too old” for the local force and moved to Dover in 
1961 where he was accepted by the Kent Constabulary. He had a distinguished career and retired 
after 21 years with the rank of Detective Sergeant in Special Branch. He continued his interest in 
Robert Burns and was active in the Dover and East Kent Scottish Society serving as president for 
several terms. As a gifted speaker, Harry found himself in constant demand to propose the 
“Immortal Memory” and the toast to “The Lasses” at gatherings far and wide. He was appointed 
to the Burns Federation as District Representative from the London and South East Region in 1991 
and became a popular figure at the quarterly meetings serving on the Literature Committee and 
often enlivened the social gatherings at the annual conference.  He maintained his membership of 
the Burns Howff Club and returned to his home town as often as he could to support his beloved 
“Queen of the South” and to attend the Burns Howff Club functions in the Globe Inn. Harry 
delivered a memorable toast to the “Immortal Memory” at the club’s Anniversary Dinner in 2007 
and was awarded honorary membership, of which he later said he was very proud. Although in 
recent years, Harry and Molly did not enjoy the best of health which restricted their movements, 
he was always keen to learn what was happening in his home town and would oft times write to 
the letters page of the Dumfries & Galloway Standard as “the “Rover from Dover” to give his 
views on local affairs. This was a reference to his youthful membership of “Greystone Rovers”, an 

amateur football team when in 1951; he was in the touring party to Norway. 
 
Harry Hutchison was a gentleman. His lively wit and ready laugh brightened the lives of the folk privileged to know him and his 
passing will be felt by a very wide circle of friends both in Scotland and elsewhere. He will be sadly missed.   
 
 
‘Rabbie’ – The Musical 
 
This, a musical tucked away in 
the Musical/Opera section of 
the giant Edinburgh Fringe 
programme and the venue 
likewise distant from the City 
Centre, was a superb 
presentation at, and by, St. 
George’s School for Girls ably 
assisted by students from a 
number of mainly independent 
schools in the city under the 
interesting title – Third Degree 
Youth Theatre. A packed 
audience enjoyed a musical 
extravaganza of the best of 
Burns, including solos and  
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‘Rabbie’ – The Musical (cont’d) 

 

duets by the leading cast members and the choir, ably assisted by an adult quartet of piano, fiddle, flute and bass guitar under 
musical Director Peter Thomson. Particularly noteworthy were some excellent choral items, all to Burns tunes, some with new words, 
with Scots Wha Hae and Auld Lang Syne to the original tune especial delights. Much work had gone into producing period 
costumes, scenery and sets and the large cast clearly enjoyed their participation in the story of Scotland’s most famous son.  
Professor David Purdie, himself a well-known Edinburgh devotee of the Bard, presented a brief resume of the poet’s life story with 
particular reference to the Edinburgh episodes with Creech, Clarinda and Lord Glencairn’s introduction of the Bard to polite society. 
There was one highly amusing diversion midway through: the performers had an X Factor contest with Adam Motion (Burns) taking 
on the role of an 18th century Simon Cowell before whom appeared several contestants including a personified huge Macsween 
Haggis. A coincidence that the Director of ‘Rabbie’ was, and I kid you not, one Kate Macsween. This was a stunning theatre musical 
done so far away from the Burns country proper by an inspiring young team.                    [Based on a review by Ronnie Crichton] 

Director Peter Thomson commented, “The Rabbie project was a huge success and it was so encouraging to hear young people 14-20 
year olds singing the songs and speaking the words of Robert Burns. This show was a revelation in that after just a few days they 
were all singing the songs and enjoying them. They also got the story and the man! It really is a seller to young folk!  I would 
certainly like to do it again and to invite young audiences in to witness the enthusiasm generated by their peers.” 
 
Robert Burns Association North America (RBANA) Conference 
 
The genesis of this conference arose from the suggestion, at the Williamsburg conference, by former RBANA President Mac Irvin 

that it might be a good idea to run the 2014 conference in association with the University of South Carolina in 
Columbia S.C.  The Library there has the largest collection of literature about Burns and Burns’ artefacts 
outside of the United Kingdom, all thanks to the personal efforts of 
the much-respected Professor G. Ross Roy. 
 
The Library people were enthusiastic about hosting the conference 
with us and the result this year was a remarkable and most exciting 
weekend organized by Mac Irvin and Elizabeth Sudduth of the Ernest 
F. Hollings Library. Delegates were registered in the Courtyard by 
Marriott, which is located adjacent to the University campus and 
close to the University Library. 
 
Most of the 50+ delegates arrived on Thursday afternoon and the proceedings kicked-off with the Friday 
morning golf tournament in idyllic weather and this time around the winner was Bill Molloy. 
 

This year we had several guests from Scotland including Jane Brown President of the Robert Burns World Federation and Alison Tait 
the CEO of the Federation. We also had Bill Dawson, Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Professor Gerry Carruthers, and Willy Gibson 
from Grangemouth. Prior to the conference the executive had been discussing what action should be taken to deal with the 
accumulating paraphernalia belonging to RBANA. The bulk of possessions made transport difficult; forwarding by courier was costly 
and resulted in damage to the containers.  While visiting the Library the subject came up and Elizabeth Sudduth the Library director 
offered the services of the Library to archive the RBANA records. This generous offer was accepted willingly at the Directors meeting 
in the afternoon and recommended to the AGM on Saturday. 
 

In the early Friday evening the Hollings Library hosted a special display of 
Burns’ artifacts and hosted a heavy hors d’oeuvres and wine reception. On 
display was the latest Library acquisition, a version of Burns ‘Flow Gently 
Sweet Afton’ in Burns’ own handwriting. Music during the reception was 
provided by one of our members, Debra Brewin-Wilson, on a Clàrsach. 
 
Following greetings from Elizabeth Sudduth and Jane Brown the  
attendees were warmly welcomed by Thomas McNally, the Dean of the 
University of South Carolina Libraries (right).  
 
The company then returned to the Courtyard Hotel where later in the 
evening we enjoyed a great ceilidh hosted by Ronnie O’Byrne and we again 
enjoyed the musical talent of Nils Brown. 
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Robert Burns Association North America (RBANA) Conference (Cont’d) 
 
The AGM on Saturday morning was held in the conference room of the Hollings Library and the new executive for 2014/2016 was 
installed. The President of the Calgary Burns Club, Ian Denness, announced that the 2015 Conference would be held in Calgary on 
the 29th to 31st May. 
 
Jim Cunningham had again set a challenging set of questions for the Jim Connor Memorial Quiz and the result depended on a tie-
breaker competition between Les Strachan & David Murray, which eventually was won again by David. 
 

After the Quiz there was an interesting talk by Professor Gerry Carruthers, of Glasgow 
University (left), on the changing perceptions of Burns over the 20th century followed by 
a presentation by Elizabeth Sudduth and her Post Grad students on the type of research 
being pursued at the Hollings Library. 
 
The Courtyard Hotel was the venue for the formal 
reception and dinner. The speeches and greetings saw 
the handover of the Presidency to Robert Boyd of the 
Heather & Thistle club from Houston Texas. President 
Robert then presented the trophies for the Golf and the 

Quiz competitions to the winners Bill Molloy & David Murray respectively.  
 
The entertainment after dinner was highlighted with a delightful vignette by RBWF President Jane 
Brown, in period dress, enacting a monologue in the character of Jean Armour, relating her life with 

Robert Burns. 
 
Again this year Ronnie O’Byrne performed his special rousing rendition of “Scots Wha Hae” and during 
the singing all the men again joined Jim Cunningham with the bodhrán and paraded around the floor.  
The evening finished up with all the company circling the hall and singing Auld Lang Syne first with Nils 
Brown singing it to the original tune then we all joined in with the one we are all familiar with. 
On Sunday Morning we attended a short ecumenical service led by individual RBANA member Rev. 
Debra Brewin-Wilson, who also led the singing of the hymns, set to familiar Burns’ tunes, with her 
Clàrsach.  We then took our leave, looking forward to the conference in Calgary on May 29th-30th 2015.  
 

 
Great credit and thanks are due for the organization and efforts by Mac Irvin and Elizabeth Sudduth, Director of the Hollings 
Library.  A full report on the conference and all the other activities of the Robert Burns Association of North America can be found 

at: www.rbana.com  

 
Love, Life and Liberty Pageant Dumfries 
 

Another highly successful Life, Love and Liberty pageant took place in Dumfries on 19th and 
20th July.  Produced by Sid Ambrose and Ali Donowho the 2km long promenade performance 
of the last five years of Burns’ life based on a script by renowned actor John Cairney.  
 
Playing the part of Burns with great gusto actor Gavin 
Paul led the crowd through the town, stopping at 
various significant points associated with his time in 
Dumfries.   
 
Amateur thespians such as RBWF Past Presidents Jane 
Brown and Wilson Ogilvie (right) formed part of the 
animated crowd who added greatly to the outdoor 
theatre atmosphere.   

 
Many period costumes were on display including 
the beautifully turned out dancers 

choreographed by Louise Mc Vie from Body 
Electric.  
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Love, Life and Liberty Pageant Dumfries (cont’d) 

 
Not to be outdone on the fashion stakes, two more RBWF Past Presidents 
David Smith and David Baird (left and centre) along with SSCBA President 
David Millar lent authenticity to the occasion by donning uniforms as 
members of the Dumfries Volunteers. 
 

  
 
 
 
The most poignant part of the production centred round Burns House where the Poet died in July 
1796.  Joanne Mcguiness playing the part of Jean Armour (right) 
managed to capture the deep pathos of those last moments as she comes 
to terms with the loss of her husband and father of her children.  Also 
conveying the grief of the moment was Iona Claire (left) playing the part 
of Jessie Lewars who had nursed him during the last six months of his 
terminal illness.  
 
I am indebted to Robin Baird, the founder of the Dumfries and Galloway 
What’s Going On website, for his wonderful photographs and his review 
of the production.  [Ed] 
 

The full review and lots more photographs can be seen at: 
www.dgwgo.com/.../dumfries-galloway-witnesses-time-travel-dgwgo-rev  
 
 
Children’s Books on Burns in a Modern Context  
 
A very interesting set of children’s books has just come on the market. Written 
by Norman Thomson, originally from Glasgow but now living in Vancouver, 
these three books each consist of four stories based on the works of Burns.  All 
contain the original poem in full plus Norman’s interpretation of the words in 
English.   
The Farmer’s Collection is aimed at 6-8 year-olds and contains perennial 
favourites such as To a Mouse and To a Louse. The Friends Collection is written 
for 8-10 year-olds and, for example, has Burns’ Humble Petition for Bruar Water 
in the setting of a school environment club. The third volume The Battle 
Collection is for 9-11 year-olds in which the poem The Twa Dogs is retold as 
Two Mountain Bikers.  They are available on Amazon. 
Norman has also produced teachers’ worksheets to accompany these books but 
the RBWF Schools Committee has yet to have an opportunity to discuss their 
merit.  The books will be available shortly from the RBWF on-line shop.  [Ed]  
 
Auction of Burns’ Locket 

A Victorian gold and pearl set locket unmarked, the oval locket with thee pearls in box setting with scroll border has just been sold 
by Lyle and Turnbull Auctioneers, Edinburgh for £1650.  The hinged cover opens to reveal two locks of hair, one inscribed in silk to 
'Highland Mary's hair' the other inscribed to paper label 'Hair of Burn’s Daughter' (sic). This second lock of hair comes from 
Elizabeth Thomson, who was an illegitimate child of Robert and Anna Park. 

These intriguing locks of hair had both been collected by William Simpson who in 1840, aged 17, 
was an apprentice at Allan & Ferguson printers and lithographers in Glasgow. Through his work he 
came into contact with the recently returned Burns / Campbell betrothal bible which had been 
returned from a relative of Mary Campbell in Canada who had inherited the bible given by Robert 
Burns in 1786 in the traditional form of marriage of the period. The lock of hair was pinned to the 
inner pages of the bible with hand written annotations from Burns, the lock contained within this 
locket was kept by William Simpson as a souvenir.  The William “Crimea” Simpson (1823-1899) in 
question was the well-known war artist and war correspondent of Victorian times. 
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Robert Burns Humanitarian Award - 2015 Nominations Open 
 
The Robert Burns Humanitarian Award (RBHA), one of the most globally respected humanitarian accolades – opens again for 
nominations for 2015 from Friday 26 September to Friday 7 November 2014. 
 
Supported by South Ayrshire Council and EventScotland, through Scotland’s Winter Festivals – the RBHA recognises a group or 
individual who has saved, improved or enriched the lives of others or society, through personal self-sacrifice, selfless service or 'hands 
on' charitable work. 
 
Winners receive the equivalent of 1759 guineas – a sum which signifies the year of the Bard's birth and the coinage then in 
circulation – and a specially commissioned award handcrafted in Scotland. 
 

The RBHA 2014 winner was Blanche Nicholson, from the charity Hansel, for continuing the 
humanitarian work her parents started 50 years ago, offering services and support to people 
living with learning disabilities. 
 
Previous winners include: 
 

 2013: Khalil Dale MBE, a British Red Cross aid worker, abducted and killed in Pakistan 
in 2012 

 

 2012: Karen Graham, a Scottish nurse working within the Oil Clinic in Tripoli, Libya 
who cared for patients during the Libyan civil war 

 

 2011: Linda Norgrove, the Scottish aid worker who died during a US military-led rescue 
mission to free her from Afghanistani captors. 

 
The RBHA has grown to become one of the most prestigious awards in the world and champions those individuals who go above 
and beyond the call of duty, helping those who cannot help themselves in every corner of the globe, exemplifying tolerance, 
friendship and humanity. 
 
It’s also part of the popular Alloway 1759 Festival, a unique commemoration of the birthplace and life of Robert Burns.  
 
Nominees can be from any part of the world and be of any age or gender and the winner will be announced at an awards ceremony 
at the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum in Alloway in January 2015. 

 
Find out more on the RBHA and nominate at www.robertburnsaward.com 

 
World Congress of Scottish Literatures 
 
On Wednesday 2 June the Scottish Education Secretary, Michael Russell, MSP delivered a very fine opening address at the 

inaugural World Congress of Scottish Literatures at The University of Glasgow.  The 
photograph shows him with Sir Kenneth Calman (centre), Chancellor of the University 
and Professor Murray Pittock (right) the principal organiser of the Congress.  A full 
transcript of the speech can be found at: http://news.scotland.gov.uk/Speeches-
Briefings/World-Congress-of-Scottish-Literatures-e6d.aspx 
 
This four-day event featured a panel sponsored by the Robert Burns World Federation.  
Past President Bill Dawson delivered a presentation on early collectors of Burns’ works. 
Dr Clark McGinn, recently awarded a PhD for his study of the history of Burns 
Suppers, shared with the audience his recent research into ‘That job in Jamaica’ and 
shed light on some very interesting correspondence from his potential employers 
already on the island.  I delivered a talk on a comparative study of the poetry of nature 
in the eighteenth century as expressed by James Thomson in his ‘Seasons,’ James 
MacPherson in his ‘Ossian’ poems and Burns’ works in the latter part of the century.   

 
In view of the comments by the Education Minister about the woeful lack of Scottish Literature taught in Scottish schools 
I was delighted to be able to remind the audience of the outstanding work done by the Federation’s Schools Committee in 
promoting Scottish art, music and literature, and especially the works of Robert Burns, for well over a hundred years.     
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Robert Burns Association of the Pacific AGM – a First for New Zealand 
 

The Scottish Festival in Dunedin, arranged by a special committee of the Otago Scottish 
Heritage Council, provided a perfect setting for the Annual General Meeting of the Robert 
Burns Association of the Pacific Rim which the New Zealand members of the Association 
were invited to host for the first time. The aim of the Festival organizers was to involve all 
the Scottish organizations in the region and to provide a range of activities to which all 
the public were welcome. 
 
Several members of the Pacific Rim Association played an active part in the Festival and in 
turn also enjoyed a wide range of events including concerts, academic seminars, cultural 
visits and conducted tours, church services, country dancing and highland games. 
 
The Dunedin Burns Club played a major role in the Festival and the Secretary Bruce 
Spittle has written an excellent account of the event.  This can be seen under the 
‘activities’ section on the club’s website: http://dbci.blogtown.co.nz/   
 

 
Isle of Arran Sponsorship  
 
The Robert Burns World Federation was delighted to renew a sponsorship deal with Isle of Arran Distillers recently.  This deal gives 
Isle of Arran Distillers exclusive rights to use the Federation’s logo on its products and promotion material.  In view of the 
company’s distinctive range of single malt and blended whiskies with the ‘Robert Burns’ label this is a most appropriate match.   
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