The Robert Burns World Federation Ltd
Executive Meeting
Venue: Cupar Old Parish Church
Date: 15th March 2014
MINUTES
1.

Sederunt
Jean Abdulrahim, Enez Anderson, George Anderson, Margaret Anderson, Helena
Anderson-Wright, Ralf Balfour, Kay Blair, Jane Brown, Eric Budgell, Elizabeth Caine,
Barbara Clayton, Ray Connal, Mike Duguid, Anne Gaw, James Gibson, Betty Haining, Isa
Hanley, David Hannah, Peter Hughes, Joseph Hunter, Gordon Jamieson, Joe Kennedy,
Andy Kidd, Jean MacMillan-Forster, Joe McGinty, Helen Morrison, John Paterson, Jim
Robertson, Frank Sandeman, John Skilling, Margaret Skilling, Annie Small, Bob Stewart,
Alison Tait, Jim Thomson, Walter Watson, Margaretann Dougall (minutes)

2.

Apologies
Allister Anderson, Eddie Bonnar, Richard Brown, Bill Dawson, Willie Gibson, Cameron
Goodall, John Haining, Emma Harper, Harry Hutchison, May Hyslop, John Irvine, Jack
McChesney, May McGuffog, Ian McIntyre, Frances Marshall, David Miller, Murdo
Morrison, Hazel Morrison, Ronnie O’Byrne, Wilson Ogilvie, James O’Lone, David Smith,
Les Strachan

Item
3.

Action
Chairman’s Remarks
Welcome from Jane.
Reading from: A Prayer, Under The Pressure of Violent Anguish!
Bob Stewart welcomed everyone on behalf of the Fife Association and thanked Cupar
Old Parish Church for super lunch.
Special welcome – to George and Enez Anderson our Honorary Presidents.

4.
5.
6.
7.
7.1

Obituaries read out and a minute’s silence was observed.
Minutes of Meeting 16th November 2013
Proposed – Joe McGinty, Seconded Jim Robertson
Matters Arising
None
Finance Update – Alison Tait
See Chief Executive Report
Reports
President
Jane has attended 31 Burns’ Suppers so far. Inc schoolchildren at Sanquhar Academy
and London.
Having a great time so far. Jane will send full details of all events attended.
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7.2

Chief Executive

Key Meetings:
16th November – Executive Meeting
17th November – NTS Savage & Tender Art Preview
22nd November – Miniscan demo
22nd November – Scottish Government telephone meeting
25th November – Chris Waddell, NTS
28th November – Kilmarnock BC No.0 Scottish Night
29th November – Irvine Lasses BC rose planting
2nd December – Willie Coffey MSP
3rd December – Sarah Plant, events co-ordinator
3rd December – Douglas McKie, Robert Burns Quiz
4th December – Louise McCarron, Get2Grips
5th December – Gordon Irving, artist
5th December – Irvine Lasses BC, cheque presentation
9th December – Jimmy Gibson re digitisation project
12th December – Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs meeting
7th January – Year of the Haggis Launch, Scottish Parliament
10th January – Jimmy Gibson re Digi project
11th January – Homecoming Burns Supper
14th January – Pollok Williamson butcher – YoH Launch
16th January – Sarah Plant re Red Rose Ball
18th January – West Sound Burns Supper
19th January – RBBM stall, Alloway Sessions weekend
24th January – Exxon Mobil Burns Supper, Balbirnie, Glenrothes
25th January – Robert Burns Humanitarian Awards, RBBM Alloway
26th January – Stall at NTS Kittochside
30th January – Sandra Diamond, Ecosse Candles
30th January – Matthew Fitt, Scots Hoose
11th February – Murdo Morrison & Peter Hughes
13th February – Fiona McKenzie, Centrestage
18th February – Conference Committee, Menzies Hotel
20th February – Kilmarnock No.0 BC – children’s entertainment
21st February – John Scott MSP
26th February – jimmy Gibson – Digi project
2nd March – Stall at BtS Ladies Lunch
5th March – RBWF Board Meeting
5th March – Ravenscraig Burns Club cheque presentation
6th March – Joint FSB/RBWF event with Jane as Jean Armour/sales stand
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8th March – Ayrshire Schools Final

Forthcoming Meetings:
19th March – Kilmarnock Burns Howff Club Clootie Dumpling lecture
20th March – Scott McPherson re Treasurer post
21st March – Frontline Consultants
1st April – Airport petition presentation to Scottish Government
12th April – Tartan Ball, Yorkshire District
23rd April – 1st May – RBANA Conference, South Carolina with Jane

RBWF Events:
-

13th June - Red Rose Ball at Park Hotel, Kilmarnock – ticket price £59

Proposed Events:
-

Burns Supper in Corn Exchange Edinburgh
St Andrew’s Night in Stirling Castle

Website
We continue to add Club events and others to the Events Calendar. I still need to work
out levels of access for members to let Linda at Infotology progress the sign-in option.

Webshop
Our sales of children’s books are going well so we have added a few more. We now
also have a range of scented candles with a new ‘Burns Red Rose’ version coming soon.
The new shirts you see on display today will be added soon as will be the Year of the
Haggis apron.
We had the use of the display stand in the Harbour Arts Centre in Irvine for February
and sold £150. We tried to have this facility for September during Conference month
but, unfortunately, it had already been booked. We have also had trade stands at NMS
Kittochside and Burns Cottage during NTS Alloway Sessions weekend, also Break the
Silence Ladies Lunch. Dean Castle Visitor Centre also now has RBWF goods on display
for sale.

IT Issues
As many of you will realise, we are having intermittent issues with our server and email
system. The server is getting near the end of its shelf-life and needing replaced – we
have funding applications in with several Trusts awaiting results.

Frontline Consultants
The Board has decided to give Frontline Consultants one more chance to deliver on
their initial proposal. A further meeting has been arranged to discuss progress.

Scottish Government
As you know, I met with Willie Coffey regarding the opportunity for RBWF to have an
input and presence in the now SG-owned Prestwick Airport. There has been great
support on social media for the airport name to be changed to Robert Burns
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International Airport so we created an online petition but only got 268 signatures.
However, we have been asked to put our case forward to Scottish Government on 1st
April so President Jane, SVP Jim and I will go and present our case.

Funding
We have our first sponsor for the Red Rose Ball – Sercon Support Services have pledged
£2500 in return for some advertising space in the event brochure.
Funding applications have been submitted to:
Creative Scotland for the joint eBook project
Heritage Lottery Fund for the digitisation project
Awards for All, The Weir Foundation for joint Education/IT projects
The Moffat Trust for a Youth Ambassador

New Partnership Opportunities
West Sound – again for 2014, West Sound are offering 2 tickets for their 2015 Burns
Supper to one of the new RBWF members joining in 2014 (names in a hat at end of
year).

Business Proposition
Circulate details of new business partnership offering.

200 Club
We now have a 201 Club which is great news for the Federation (and certainly beats
last year’s 112). This means an income of just over £3k, half of which is paid in prizemoney and half retained by RBWF for the general fund.
7.3

Conference – Jim Thomson
Jane advised that David Baird has resigned as Conference Convener. Thanks from the
RBWF for all David’s hard work as a member of the Board and as Past President. The
Federation are sorry to lose him.
Jim Thomson has very kindly stepped in until after this year’s Conference – a new
Convenor will need to be nominated and appointed thereafter.
Paperwork has now been circulated with Conference details. Assisted by both Irvine
Burns Club there is a full programme of events planned.
Friday – format as normal – registration in afternoon, followed by dinner and
entertainment. Local bands are contributing to the evening.
The AGM will be in the hotel on Saturday morning.
Dinner will take place within Greenwood Academy centre and will include wine on
tables.
Shuttle busses will be operating throughout the day on Saturday.
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Sunday Church Service will take place in Irvine Parish Church. Local minister is also the
President of Irvine Burns Club. A short parade will take place on Sunday.
There will also be a wreath-laying on Irvine Moor which is voluntary. Transport will be
provided.
President’s Gathering on Thursday evening was a hit last year and will take place again
this year. This will take place in the Menzies Hotel with the same format as last year.
Entertainment will be provided by those attending. This was particularly enjoyed by
our overseas guests.
Any questions on Conference –
(Q)Why is the Sat evening dinner not in the hotel? (A) Only reason is that the hotel
cannot accommodate the predicted numbers. Busses will be running constantly for
those who may not wish to stay after the dinner etc.
You cannot book at the moment for the Saturday night only at the hotel. If there are
rooms available nearer to the time on the Saturday night, these will be made available.
A waiting list will be started and rooms provided on a first come first served basis.
Please remember to submit your forms to the office when you have booked with the
hotel. Deposits are required sooner rather than later.

7.4

Noted that the Federation are taking over the whole hotel. All tea/coffees etc are
included in your conference price.
Literature – Mike Duguid
A bid has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the Chronicle Digitisation
project. The bid is for £35K which will cover the cost of the scanning machine,
processing software and an operator, based in the Federation Office, to carry out the
scanning work. The Lottery Fund’s decision is expected on 28th April 2014. JVP Jim
Thomson, PP Jim Gibson and CEO Alison Tait are due great credit for collating and
submitting the comprehensive bid. The purchase of a scanning machine will also offer
the opportunity for scanning other publications on a commercial basis.
The Editor of the Chronicle, Bill Dawson, is keen to have feedback on the content and
style of the renewed Annual version. Hopefully a questionnaire will be available as an
on-line survey in the Newsletter and RBWF website www.rbwf.org.uk
As a result of problems in sending the electronic version of the January Newsletter
subsequent editions will not be sent as an email attachment but as a link to the
website. The January edition, and all previous editions, are already available on RBWF
website under the ‘News’ tab.
A question was asked regarding the sales of the Chronicle, Members will not be asked
to pay £30. However, it was stated the price must reflect the time and work put into
the publication of the Chronicle.
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Gordon asked how much we will sell to clubs for. The price will be checked.
7.5
7.6
7.7
7.8

ACT

Editor – Bill Dawson
No Report
Archivist – John Haining
No Report
Website – See Chief Executive Report
Marketing – Peter Hughes on behalf of Murdo Morrison
2014 Conference
•
Volunteers required to man shop
Shop will be open on Friday between 2pm and 5pm and Saturday 12 noon – 4 pm
Fri 2-5 – Peter & A N Another
Sat 12 – 2 and 2-4 – David Hannah, Eric Budgell, Peter and Neena Hughes and
Margaretann will cover between them.
Beautiful Biscuits
Murdo will come back on this – issue re price and shelf life.
Merchandising
•
YOH Apron – felt that the cost was too much, we would have to retail them at
at least £18 to make any profit. Also, as they are dated it is felt that this would limit
sales.
•
Shirt/Polo Shirts etc – discussion went on for some time around the cost price
for each item and where we should pitch the retail price considering the proposal to
offer discounts to clubs and members.
Final suggestion was that we should take this to the executive and ask how much they
would pay for each item.
Suggestions:
Men’s Shirt
£35
Polo Shirt
£25
Jumper
£40
Ladies Blouse £30
We then discussed the possibility of some lower priced items
•
Memory Stick – 8Gb with Burns Head. We can purchase these for £5.20 and
sell for £10. The minimum order is 50. David Hannah will follow this up and report
back.
•
Pens – a quote will be obtained for 2 different price ranges of pens to include
the Federation details. The minimum order is 500.
•
Car Stickers – Will try to source these – possibility of putting them into
Conference packs.

DH

DH
ACT

Year of the Haggis
Discussed the amount of free publicity we have received. The launch was covered by
various media.
Posters were given out re the Haggis Competition which will take place during the
Lasses Lunch.
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Sales
Alloway and Kittochside – small number of sales. However, it was valuable in raising
the profile of the Federation at these events.
Talking Newspapers
Discussed how this would work and that it would be delivered by Royal Mail free of
charge.
AOCB
Ayr Flower Show – 22nd – 24th August
Set up will be done by Alison/Margaretann on the Thursday night.
Volunteers required for Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Names to be given to Alison/Margaretann.
Alison Tait and Jane Brown joined the meeting for a short time during this discussion.
Schools Competitions
Suggestion that we could have a refreshments stall at Prestwick Academy on Sat 26/4
and Sat 10/5 as no vending machines are available. Margaret Skilling will check this out
and get back to us.

MS

Business Sponsorship
Peter provided an outline of the Business Sponsorship proposal and showed the
presentation that he has produced to facilitate both these discussions and other
presentations that members may wish to give regarding the Federation.
Other Sales Opportunities
Irvine Lasses will have stalls at both Merrymass on 23/8 and the Harbour Festival on
16/8.
The meeting was concluded.
7.9

Schools – Isa Hanley
The main discussion was about the forthcoming national festivals in Prestwick Academy
on Saturday 26 April, Secondary, and Saturday 10 May, Primary.
All arrangements are in hand for adjudicators, stewards and catering for the
competitors.
There is still a problem getting entry forms returned in good time for the programmes
to be printed by Helena in Aberdeen. We appreciate this gesture every year as it is no
cost to RBWF.
We still encounter difficulty when children move from primary to secondary schools as
teachers may not be interested in entering them to our competition so we encourage
co-ordinators to keep personal details so the children can be entered individually – as
long as there are only two for each discipline and age group.
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It is stressed to co-ordinators that trophies must be engraved by the pupil/area who
won them. A few are returned with no name but we try to have this done before each
competition.
Following discussion it was agreed that the adjudicators from each discipline would
choose the It is stressed to co-ordinators that trophies must be engraved by the
pupil/area who won them. A few are returned with no name but we try to have this
done before each competition.
Following discussion it was agreed that the adjudicators from each discipline would
choose the Young/Junior Burnsian from the four overall winners, as they are experts in
their fields.
Karen McPhail reported that all was in order for the Choral competition on 31 May and
that the CD had been distributed to the competing choirs. Choirs will again be
reimbursed for half the cost of their transport to Armadale, on receipt of the invoice for
the bus. Karen has stood down as Choral co-ordinator after this year’s event.
Art and Project results have been sent in by Graham Hill and schools will be informed of
results and trophies and certificates distributed.
Helen Morrison gave members a copy of her International Literature report. Essays
were received from Russia, Ukraine and Australia and decisions made on winners.
Ralph said that primary numbers were fewer in Edinburgh due only to the fact that
schools had not read instructions properly regarding the recitation of Burns’ poems
only.
7.10

Heritage – Walter Watson
Ayrshire - John Skilling
Highland Mary’s Monument at Failford and the Trysting Thorn have been renovated
and signposts erected.
Signpost to Burns and Wallace Cairn at Leglen Wood has been erected.
Burn Monument in Alloway requires an estimated £175k to refurbish it. Also, lead
stolen from its roof recently needs to be replaced. An autonomous group called ‘the
Friends of RBBM’ has been formed to raise funds for the monument and RBBM eg
approx £4k raised at a recent performance by Glasgow’s Phoenix Choir in Alloway
Parish Church.
Have asked New Cumnock Burns Club to consider repair of the memorial cairn to John
Lapraik near Sorn.
Councillor John Allan has agreed to approach St James Lodge in Tarbolton to
refurbish/renew the memorial to Death & Dr Hornbook near Willie’s Mill.
A pamphlet showing 3 new Trails has been produced about Burns & the South West
covering Ayrshire and Dumfries & Galloway.

RBWF Exec

Page 8 of 12

15/03/2014

David Smith – Dumfries
Burn’s Statue, Dumfries, work started – get report from Walter.
Theatre Royal
Kay Blair - Lanarkshire
Local councillor has taken this on. Statue was taken away several years ago and
nothing has been done about it. The statue has turned up and it has now been cleared
that if Lanarkshire Association can raise £3,500 the council will pay the other £4,000.
This is a full size statue of Robert Burns. It will be put into the library. Realise that the
RBWF cannot support all the statues around the world. If any help can be given it
would be welcome. Personal donations are being sought. Very important to
Lanarkshire. Council are opening a bank account for audit purposes
There are moves to add to the existing fountain at Dalkeith. Awaiting funding for this.
No further information.
Funded by raffles and coffee morning. The plaque is the property of the old Burns
Howff Club. Owners of the kirk will be approached.
Elizabeth Burns Bishop
Brian Goldie has proposed to the council in Falkirk to commemorate visit. The local
council are showing an interest. No more information at the moment.
Betty Burns Thomson – memorial in state of disrepair. Council are putting s substantial
amount of money up to replace gates etc at churchyard.
Bob raised a concern re granite being sourced in China.

7.11

Thank you to all the volunteers for all their hard work.
Overseas
Pacific Rim – Jim O’Lone
No report available.
Canada – Ronnie O’Byrne
It was a busy Burns Season here in Canada.
As well as having a fantastic supper with the Halton/Peel Burns Club at the home of
Doreen and Bob Ritchie, I personally attended suppers with The Scottish Malt Whisky
Society in Windsor, Ontario - The Calgary Burns Club, Alberta – The Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders, Ontario – and two suppers at “The Dutch” Golf Club in Holland
– one with “Made in Scotland” and the other with “The Royal Bank of Scotland Group”
……… I know, you are all asking Holland????? ……… it’s complicated!!!!
I will coordinate with Ron Ballantyne (RBANA) and make sure the reports on these and
other suppers held across Canada are sent on to Mike Duguid for consideration and
placement in the Newsletter.
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The RBANA Conference plans for Columbia, South Carolina are now well advanced and I
know that Mac Irvin and Les Strachan are encouraged to see a good response from
clubs and delegates – it looks like being a very well attended and interesting
conference.
No other issues to report at this time.

7.12

U.S.A. – Les Strachan
No report available.
Association Representatives
Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs – John Skilling
Borders Association
Edinburgh & District Association of Burns Clubs – Gordon Jamieson
Visit to the Russian Consul
On the 20th December 2013 Jim Shields our President and I as Secretary visited the
Russian Consul in Edinburgh. This was to present Sergey Krutinkov the Consul General
who is returning to Russia with a token showing Edinburgh and the Burns Monument
along with a Burns Federation book and badge. This was given in recognition of his
kindness and support of the EDBCA and the St Petersburg Forum. This was to celebrate
his tenure of office in Scotland.
EDBCA Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony
The EDBCA held their Wreath Laying Ceremony on the 2nd of February 2014 within the
Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh. This was attended by representatives
from several official bodies including Edinburgh’s Lord Provost Donald Wilson and Zoja
B Bazarnic for the American Consulate in Edinburgh, Fiona Hyslop on behalf of the
Scottish Government and Scottish People. We were very pleased that Jane Brown, the
President of the Federation was able to attend and lay a wreath on behalf of the
Federation.
Annual Primary Schools Robert Burns Festival
On 1st March 2014 within Tynecastle High School, the EDBCA held their annual primary
schools Burns festival. With entries from schools across Edinburgh and the Lothians.
The event was a success, and all the entrants were seen to enjoy the opportunity to
take part. The numbers for the primary 4/5 poetry was lower than expected. This may
have been affected by the change to Burns works only.
We look forward to our Annual Tom McIlwraith competition in July
Fife Association of Burns Clubs – Frank Sandeman
Cupar Burns Club in liaison with 8 schools in Cupar and the surrounding district ran a
very successful schools competition again this year on Thursday 20th February. There
were 70 entrants across the usual four categories.
Bowhill Peoples Burns Club in liaison with 3 local primary schools in the Cardenden area
ran a very successful school competition this year on Saturday 8th March. There were
79 names entered but on the day only 49 contestants took part. However, it was
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reported that standard were very high and everyone had an enjoyable day.
Fife School Children’s Competition is arranged for 24th March in the usual venue at the
Auchterderran Centre. We have a number of members from various Fife Burns Clubs
attending as stewards and to assist with collection of winners details to forward to the
National competitions organisers.
Glasgow Association of Burns Clubs –
Grampian Association of Burns Clubs –
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs –
Personal thanks to all who sent cards, messages of sympathy and attended Nellie’s
funeral. The family were comforted by your attendance and proud of the place Nell
held in the Federation and Associated Clubs.
All Clubs held successful Burn’s suppers.
An event was held in Hamilton Library, over a full week pupils recited poetry etc. This
will be an annual event.
Schools competitions well in hand.
Young member of Fauldhouse and Crofthead attended St Petersburg visit in February.
Met for anniversary lunch after the last meeting with excellent entertainment and
fellowship.
Advance notice of wreath laying at Covington in July and Cairn.
Birnie Rhind Statue - If we meet £3,500 of the £7,000 cost to restore the statue, South
Lanarkshire Council will meet the other £4,000 of the cost. The council have set up a
bank account for donations towards this amount.
We appeal to kindred clubs to help LABC raise the outstanding contribution. Other
notable statues have received support such as Legland Wood and Camperdown. We
appreciate that the Federation cannot support every Robert Burns Statue throughout
the world. However, Lanarkshire have supported many RBWF appeals in the past and
we would now ask for your support. Any donations should be paid to LABC treasurer
who will forward them on to the SLC account.
Refrewshire Association of Burns Clubs – No report received
Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association –
Burns Suppers were well attended, Schools competitions going on, Haggis competition
running on day of Lasses Lunch, Brow Well 21st July, Social at Cairndale Hotel
Ravenscraig donations:
Lanarkshire & District - £500 and
RBWF - £500
Yorkshire Association of Burns Clubs – Jim Robertson
We will be holding our Tartan Ball on Saturday 12th April at Ardsley House Hotel,
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Barnsley, and very pleased that the President and Chief Executive are able to attend. I
also know that some other Executive members here today will also be present. I thank
Margaretann for sending out details to members of the Federation.
Our AGM will also be held at Barnsley on 14th June, when the bowls and quiz finals will
be held.
I know that the date of the next Executive meeting has had to be changed and now
clashes with our AGM.
We cannot change our date as we have already paid a deposit for the venue, so please
accept Yorkshire District apologies for the next Executive meeting.
8.

Applications for Membership
Individual Membership
Dr Don Campbell-Thomson, 52 High Street, Glencairn Court, Kilmacolm, PA13 4BP
Mr John Mackay, 6 Cairn Walk, Cults, Aberdeen, AB15 9TF
Mr Alan Nicolson, 4/2 Blackford Avenue, Edinburgh, EH9 2ET
Mr William Henry Ruddock, 41 Lochalsh Place, Blantyre, G72 9LU
Mrs Beverley Thomson, 45 Benbecula Road, Kilmarnock, KA3 2LB
Family Membership
Mr & Mrs Frank and Margaret Sandeman, 15 Clunie Road, Dunfermline, Fife, KY11 4EQ
Club Membership - None
Corporate Membership - None
Re-Affiliation - None
Junior Membership - None
School Membership
Junior Burns Club of Secondary School of Ploske "Young Ukrainian Burnsians",
Reshetylivskyi rayon, Poltavska oblast, Ukraine

9.

AOCB
Edinburgh and District would be happy to host the Federation meeting in November.
Vote of thanks from Alison for Jane

10.

Date of next meeting:
Saturday 14th June – Alloway Parish Church Hall, Murdock’s Loan, KA7 1PQ
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