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DE-W- .AR'S 

PEB,T:H: ~~::CS::EE:"'Y". 

- ' . 

llY ROYAL WARRA!"T TO HER MAJESTY 
0

THE QUEEN. 

A WARDED 21 GOLD and PRIZE MEDALS, ineluding the HIGHEST 
A WARD over all Competitors at the EDINBURGH EXHIBITION, 1890. 

-:o:-

SOLE SUPPLY TO THE IMPERIAL JNSTITUTE LONDON. 

-:o:-

Under Competition the Only Scotch Whisky drawn at the 
Bars of Messrs Spiers & Pond, Ltd. 

-:o:-
Samples and Quotations on Application. 

-:o:~ 

JOHN DE'\M AR &.. SONS, 
-+!- DISTl ·LLERS, ~ 

PERT:H::1 N"_E_ 
Tullymet Distillery, Ballinluig. London Office-48 Lime Street. 

REGISTERED. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

TO the " Burns Clubs" of Scotland. 

The ''Scottish Minstrel.'' 
A Selection of Favourite Songs, &c., harmonised and arranged for Male Voices. 

EDITED BY ALEX. PATTERSON. 
No. 

1. There was a lad was born in Kyle 
2. Of a' the airts the wind can blaw 

3. Afton Water 
4. A man's a man for a' that 
5. The deil cam fiddlin' thro' the toun 
6. Corn Rigs 
7. Burns' Grace 
8. 0 Willie brew'd a peck o' maut (Shore) 
9. Auld Lang Syne 

10. Jessie the Flower o' Dunblane 
ll. Green thorn of the hill of Ghosts 
12. Scots wha hae 

Solo and Chorus. 

Solo and Chorus. 

Solo and Chorus. 
... 

Solo and Chorus. 

T.T.B. 2d. 
T.T.B.B. 3d. 
T.T.B.B. 3d. 

T.T.B. 2d. 
T.T.B. :rcl. 

T.T.B.B. 3d. 
T.T.B.B • 3d. 

T.T.B, 3d. 
T.T.B. 2d. 

T.T.B.B. 3d. 
T.T.B.B. 3d. 

T.T.B. 3d. 
P. S. & Co. would call the special attention of "Burns Clubs" to No. 7 of this series. 

The Evening Citizen says :-"A most curious and interesting composition, intended for the 
Burns Clubs of Scotland and all over the world, is the setting of the lines ' Some hae meat and 
canna eat.' It is emphatically a devotional ' grace before meat,' as the old saying has it, and 
ought to permeate every Burns Club. The compo•er is Mr. Montague Smith, who wrote it for a 
special purpose, and now properly sends it everywhere. At the back of it is appropriately printed 
William Byrd's ancient. '~on nobis D. mine,' and the two together form admirable artistic 
adjuncts to a social evening." 

SCOTTISH PART SONGS FOR MIXED VOICES. 
(As sung by the GLASGOW SELECT CHOIR, &c.) 

fSTRATHOLYDE SERIES, Staff, l~d. and 3d.; Sol-fa, ld. 

STRATHEARN SERIES, 8taff, 2d. and 3d.; Sol-fa, ld. 

GLENIFFER SERIES (in Books), Staff, 2d.; Sol-fa., 2d. 
(As sung by the TANNAHILL CHOIR). 

Lists Free on Application. __ ..... ,. ___ _ 
The Largest Stock of Musical Instruments in the United Kingdom 

for Sale, Hire, or Hire Purchase System. 

PATERSON, SONS & Co., 
15 2 B U C HAN AN ST RE ET, GLAS G 0 W ~ 

27 GEORGE STREET, EDINBURGH; 

AYR, DUMl'RIES, PAISLEY, and KILMARN<JOlt [ 
1 " .. 

l'· ~; 

-~· 
.,,,.. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

i894. 

H. LAUDER & 00., 
"THE EMPORIUM," KILMARNOCK, 

ARE now showing in their Spacious Premises one of the Largest 
Stocks in the West of Scotland. Buying all their Goods direct 

from the Manufacturing Districts for Cash, they are enabled to offer to 
the Public everything at the lowest possible prices. 

None but the most reliable Goods kept in' Stock. 
Latest Novelties introduced as they appear. 

LEADING DEPARTMENTS. 
CARPETS, RUGS, LINOLEUMS,' BEDSTEADS, CURTAINS, NAPERY, 

BLANKETS, ETC. MILLINERY, MANTLES, DRESSES, TRIMMINGS, 
HOSIERY, GLOVES, RIBBONS, ETC. 

Marriage and Mourning Orders Punctually Attended to. 

, GENTLEMEN'S DEPARTMENT. 
Large Stock of N1~w TWEEDS, CoATINGS, and TRousERINGS always on hand. 

Showroom brilliantly lighted, and under Superior Management. 
GOOD FIT GUARANTEED. 

GE:t."T.'s TWEED SUITS, 45s to 65s. TROUSERS, 'l2s 6d to 21a. Boys' and Youths' 
Ready-Made Suits, all sizes. TRAVELLING RuGs, BAGS, UMBRELLAS, 

WATERPROOFS, SHIRTS, 8cARFS, ETC. 

" •The Emporium ' is the largest and most beautifully appointed of any Scottish provincial 
Drapery Warehouse."-Mercantile Age, March 14, 1890. 

HUGH LAUDER & Co., Kilmarnock. 



ADVERTISEl\IENTS. 

KILJY.I:A.RNOOK 

uBURNrsu 

VISITE]) by thousands from all parts of the World. A veritable " Shrine " of the " Immortal 
Bard " of Scotland·. 

The :lfonument occupies a commancling l!Osition in · the Kay Park. From the top a most 
extensive ancl interesting view of the surroundmg Country C.'1n be obtained. 

The magnificent Marble Statue of the Poet, from the chisel of W. G. Stevenson, A.R.S.A., 
Eclinburgh, is aclmittecl to be the finest in the World. 

The Museum contains many relics ancl mementoes of the Poet's life, and the most valuable 
and interesting collection of the original MSS. in existence, among which are the following:-

'I 

Tam o' Shanter. 
Cotter's Saturday Night. 
The Twa Dogs. • 
Address to a Yoi1,,ng Friend. 

Etc., etc. 
The fam~ns "l\I'Kie" I.ibrary also forms part of this collection, and is made up of many 

hundred vohimes of Burns Literature, includmg a copy of the famous Fh'st Edition of .the 
Poet's Works. • r · 

The l\Ionument is open from 10 a.m. till clusk every clay (Snnclays excepted). 

Visitors are requestecl to sign the;r names in the Visitors' Book. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

CURRIE, THOMSON & CO., 
(Late THORNTON, CURRIE & CO.) , 

WATERPROOF. 

ONLY TO BE HAD FROM 

erf RRIE, THO~fSON & eo., 
(Lat& THORNTON, CURRIE, & 00.,) 

-W-ATERPROOFERS., 

43, 45, 47 JAMAICA STREET, 
AND 

56 BUCHANAN STREET~ 
GLASGOW. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

GILMOUR & SMITH'S 
JAMS, JELLIES, 

AND 

MARMALADES 
ARE THE BEST IN THE MARKET. 

BURNS MONUMENT 

ma~e from tbe finest jf rutt an~ ~ure <tane Sugar. 
HIGHEST HONOUR FOR HOME MADE MARMALADE 

AT EDINBURGH EXHIBITION 1886. 

(GLENCAIRN PRESERVE WORKS, 
KILM:ARN'"OOK-

Glasgow Office : 15 COLLEGE STREET. 

AGENTS IN ALL IMPORTANT TOWNS. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

~torgt . Jjoltl, 
KILMARNOCK. 

THIS First-Class Old-Established and well-known 

Family and Commercial Hotel has been 

greatly enlarged and Improved by the addition of a 

~ NEW COMMERCIAL ROOM, ~ 

SMOKING ROOM, + · BILLIARD ROOM, 

BATH ROOM AND LAVATORIES . 

... • -4• 

The George Hotel has the reputation of being 

the most Comfortable in the West of Scotland, and 

is within Two Minutes of the Railway Station. 
-:o:-

The Kilmarnock Burns Club has held its meetings 

in this Hotel for over Fifty Years . . 
-:o:-

Head QuaJ:>tel's of the Burns FedeJ:>ation. 
-:o:-'-

WILLIAM DICKSON, 
+ PROPRIETOR. + 



OPEN AND CLOSE 

HEARSi::s. 

COACHES. 

BROUGHAMS. 

LANDAUS. 

VICTORIAS. 

PH.IETONS. 

CHAPELCARTS, 

Grns. 

4-\VH-DOGCARTS. 

FAMILY OMNI· 

BUSES. 

H~~§E:JOEJ!! 

'"fs.+~ 

ADVERTISEMENTS, 

TELEPHONE NO. 20. 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, 

"AIRD, KILMARNOCK." 

DAVID AIRD, 
George Hotel & Langlands St. 

LIVERY ST ABLES, 

KILMARNOCK. 

High Class Horses Jobbed by Week, 
Month or Year. Boxes for Hunters. 

CABS MEET ALL TRAINS. 

-):(-

Burns Clubs or other Societies desirous 
of visiting the Land of Burns may 
arrange for a Coaching Tour, driving 
to ("Mossgiel") Mauchline, ("Lochlea") 

Tarbolton, Irvine, or to the Burns 
Cottage and Monument, Ayr. 

~.~~~~.~~~~[ 
I 

4-HORSE DRAG. 

BRAKES. 

LARGE 

W AGGONETTES. 

W AGGONETTES. 

CROYDONS, 

YEOMANRY ANI> 

VOLUNTEER 

CHARGERS. 

LADIES' HACKS. 

HEAVY AND 

LIGHT WEIGHT 

HUNTERS. 



ADVERTISEMENTS, 

KILMARNOCK EDITION 
OF 

:BURNS 
EDITED BY 

'UUl. $cot t ID o u g la s. 
~ 

SINCE the production of this celebrated edition of the poet's works 
it has occupied a foremost place in public estimation. 

Mr. Douglas, in conjunction with Mr. M'Kie, the famous Burns 
publisher, by careful inquiry obtained a vast amount of original and 
reliable information, and it may be stated that every poem, song, or 
epitaph has explanatory notes. 

Special features which distinguish the " Scott Douglas" Kilmarnock Edition 
(present issue) from all other Editions of Burns' Poems. It consists of two 
divisions-

lst. Embraces all the pieces published during Burns' lifetime. 
2nd. All pieces collected since his death. 

The biofraphical notices, annotations, &c., were written expressly for this 
work. Al the poems are arranged in the order of their earliest publication. 

The annotations, so peculiarly interesting to students of Burns, comprise
(a) Individual notices of fabricated pieces and fragments erroneously attributed 
to Borns, bnt usually embraced in common editions. (b) Pieces attributed to 
Burns, but of which the proper authors have been ascertained. (c) Old songs, 
&c., erroneously assigned to Burns, and of which the authors are unknown. 
(d) Old ballads revised by Burns. 

Published in two volumes at I0/6, it ran through 4 editions. 
On the death of Mr. M'Kie, the present publishers purchased the 

plates and copyright, and, with a view to still further popularizing the 
work, they have, by using an extra fine paper, succeeded in compressing 
the two volumes into one, forming a book of 1000 pages, elegantly 
bound in cloth illuminated. Over 3000 copies of this edition have 
been sold within 1 5 months. A new edition has just been issued 
and is now on sale. 

It has been published at the low price of 3/6, 
or free by post, 4/-

Copies may be had bound Half Morocco, price 6/-, or free by post 6/6. 

Booksellers can be supplied on usual terms by 

JOHN MENZIES & CO., 
90 WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW. 

AND 

D. BROWN & CO., 
2 & 6 KING STREET, KILMARNOCK. 



ADVEl,lTISEMENTS. 

ESTABLISHED I 7 6 0. 

WILLIAM WALLACE & 00., 
KILJM:ARN""OCK., 

Distillers Agents, and Blenders of Highland Whiskies. 

-~-

A CENTURY and a quarter's experience has 

enabled the firm to acquire a special know ledge 

of SCOTCH .WHISKIES, and the adaptability of 

the various qualities for blending, so as to produce a 

mild flavoured and delicious Whisky. 

PROPRIETORS OF THE FAMED 

''Real Mackay Whisky." 
-)o(-

In Bulk and Cases, for Home and Export Trade. 

SAMPLES AND PRICES ON APPLICATION. 

Excise Bonded Warehouses: 71 Titchfleld Street. 
Office : ts6 Portland Street, Kilmarnock. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ROYAL RESTAURANT, 
a C:E'C'ItC:E :PLACE, 

DU:M:FRIES::i 
(Opposite Burns' Statue). 

Suitable fo:r Comme:rcial T:ravelle:rs and Vlsito:rs. 

It Comprises Handsome Buffet, Restaurant, and Dining Salopn, 
also Smoking Room. 

With ample LM·atory Accommodation, fitted on the most approved lines. 

OPEN DAILY FROM 8 a.m. till 7 p.m. 

BREAKFASTS, LUNCHEONS, DINNERS, AND TEAS. 
Also Light Refreshments for Ladies Shopping. 

Fetes, Wedding Breakfasts, Ball Suppers, 
and Public Banquets catered for. 

This is a Fully-Licensed Restaurant. 

R. OUGHTON. 
PROPRIETOR_ 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Under protection of Patent Omce. Trade l'Ylarks' Branch 
and Stationers' Hall Registration. 

SPECIALTY IN WHISKY. 

•• Jlnlb ~ !J.ltlit." 
(As SUPPLIED TO THE LEADING CLUBS AND MESSES IN INDIA.) 

Ref!istered Proprietor : 

Extract "Lancet," I2th Ju!)', I890. 

ANALYTICAL RECORDS. 

"AULD SCOTTIE" WHISKY. 

(JAMES MENZIES, GLASGOW.) 

"This Whisky contains 41·75 per 
cent. of absolute alcohol, equal to 
86·28 per cent. of proof spirit. The 
residue, dried at 100° C., amounts 
to 0·25 per cent. It is a well 
matured and excellent whisky." 

Every Bottle Enveloped in 
Wire, and bearing the 
Firm's Seal in Lead, thus=-

JAMES MENZIES, GLASGOW. 

Offices and Stores :-68 BATH STREET. 

First Awal'd at "Wol'ld's Fail'," Chicago. 

For Purity of Quality, Superior Excellence, 
Mellowness of Flavour, and Highest Standard of Merit. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

BROWN & Po1soN'S 
WITH MILK, EXCELLENT FOR c F 
CHILDREN AND INVALIDS, ORN LOUR MAKES DAINTY DISHES FOR 
BREAKFAST, DINNER it SUPPER. 

NOPAOKETGENUINE~ ~~ WITHOUT THESE 
SIGNATURES- , 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED. PRICE, 3/6. 

G E 0 R G E S Q U A R E, G LAS G 0 W. 
BURNS, and those whom its Statues commemol'ate. 

A Book for Glasgow Folk at home and abroad. 
By THOMAS SOMERVILLE, M.'A., 

Blackfriars Parish, Glasgow. 
The only Account of Burns with fresh matter. 

PRICE, $1. 
ABROAD.-1\lessrs. MOORE & Co., Quebec; Messrs. DRYSDALE & Co., 232 St. James Street, 

Montreal; Messrs. WILLIAMSON & Co., 5 King Street, Toronto; llessrs. HIBBEN & Co., Victoria, 
B.C.; Mr. BOYD, 86 Greenwich Avenue, New York. 

GLASGOW.-MACKI:-ILAY, 492 Sauchiehall Street. Price, 2/6. 

CLARK & SONS, 
Boot and Shoe 
Manufacturers, 

FOR 

TROPICAL CLIMATES. 

TITOHFIELD FACTORYJ KILMA·RNOOK, 

SCOTLAND. 
ESTABLISHED NEARLY A CENTURY. · 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ROY AL HOTEL, 
DUKE STREET, KILMARNOCK. 

(UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT) • 

....... 
LARGE HALL SUITABLE FOR EXCURSION OR TOURIST PARTIES. 

COFFEE ROOM, DINING ROOM, 

COM:.\lERCIAL, AND LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS, 

BILLIARD, AND SMOKING ROOMS, 

AMPLE BEDROOM ACCO:IIODATION, 

HOT AND COLD BATHS. 

This is the nearest Hotel to the Kay Park and Burns Monument, 

and only 5 minutes walk from the Railway Station. 

T. MAIR, Proprietor. 

Telephone No. 4307. Telegraphic Address, "SADDLERY," Glasgow. 

TRAVELLING REQUISITES OF ALL KINDS. 

PORTMANTEAUS, BAGS, TRUNKS, DRESS SUIT CASES, 
OVERLANDS, DRESS BASKETS, BONNET OASES, 

FITTED DRESSING BAGS and CASES, TOILET CASES, 
RAILWAY RUGS and MAUDS, Beautiful Selection. 

FANCY LEATHER SMALLWARES. 
LADIES' .HAND BAGS, PURSE BAGS, PURSES, POCKET BOOKS, 

CARD CASES, SATCHELS, MUSIC CASES, ETC. 

SADDLERY, HARNESS, HORSE CLOTHING, 

WHIPS, for all Home and Foreign Markets. 

HIGHLAND DRESS ACCOUTREMENTS. 
SPORRANS, DIRKS, SKENE DHUS, BONNET 

ORNAMENTS, BROOCHES, BELTS, SHOE BUCKLES, 
CLAYMORES, KILT PINS, ETC. 

Contractors to all H. M. Highland Line Regiments. 

LECKIE, GRAHAM & CO., 
116 UNION STREET, GLASGOW~ 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

GOVERNMENT AND RAILWAY CONTRACTORS. 
Teleplwne No. 363l. Telegrapkw Address " l'.A.N," Glasgow. 

FURNITURE VANS, CHAPEL CARTS, RUSSEL CARTS, WAREHOUSE BARROWS. 
And every Description of Vehicle made to Order. 

R. STIRRAT & co., 
SPRING VAN AND LORRY BUILDERS, 

"THISTLE" Wol'ks, 80 and 82 Pol't Dundas Road, 
(ADJOINING BUCHANA...._ STREET STATION), 

Gold Medal. Highest Exhibition Award in Scotland. 
ESTABLISHED 1840. 

J. CAMERON & SON, Watchmakers, 
MANUFACTURING JEWELLERS, GOLD & SILVER SMITHS, 

K I L JY.C A. R N 0 C X:_ 

Watches! Watches!! The Latest Patterns in 

Newest Designs in ELECTRO-PLATE, 
BROOCHES, MARBLE CLOCKS, 

BRACELETS, 
DRAWING-ROOM RINGS, ETO. 

CLOCKS, 
THE LARGEST 

AND FINEST STOCK BAROMETERS, &c. 
IN AYRSHIRE. 

Intending Purchasers should see their Stock before Buying. As J, C. &; S. buy largely 
FOR CASH Direct from Manufacturers, they are able to pla.Ce a SUPERIOR QUALITY of Goods 
in their Customers' hands at 

MUCH LOWER PRICES THAN THOSE USUALLY CHARGED. 
The La.r~t and most Valuable Testimonials in the County, have been suppliecl by them 

in Competition with the Leading Houses in the Tracie. 

Repa!Ps done by Competent Workmen in every Deputment, 
AT THE MOST MODERATE CHARGES. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Kelvingrove Whisky. 
What ARalysls of same shows. 

Cer>tlflcate of Analysis. 
I hereby certify that I have submitted to a very careful chemical analysis, a sample 

of "KELVINGROVE WHISKY," as supplied by MR. JOHN CURRIJl, GLASGOW, and from results 
obtained, I find it is a spirit of very great purity and superior quality, thoroughly matured1 and 
free from all objectionable constituents and admixtures. It is a perfectly genuine and wnole
some product, of choice and delicate flavour, and I can recommend it with all confidence for its 
dietetic valne and excellent properties. 

Granville H. Sharp, F.C.S., &c., Analyst. 
Late Principal of the Liverpool College of Chemistry • 

.-.,,c.~~'a!!El E:>--

Bow desirable it is to obtain this article Guaranteecl Pure will he easily seen from the 
following statistics. 

Local Government Board Returns for 1892: 3753 Samples of Whiskies analysed, and 703 found to 
he adulterated. A void all such risk by using 

-& KELVINGROVE WHISKY, <+-
In c'ases, 86/- per dozen ; 21- per bottle. 

J. CURRIE, PROPRlETOR, 
KELVINGROVE STREET, GLASGOW. 

WILLIAM FOULDS & CO., 
HIGHLAND WHISKY DISTILLERS, 

THE GLENFINE DISTILLERY, ARDRISHAIG. 
.1-lso Blenders of the followind Standard Selected Blends, 

which are unequalled at the Prices, and are 
identically maintainul. 

SCOTCH 
GLENSANNOX 
OLD SCOTCH ... 
OLD HIGHLAND 
VERY OLD HIGHLAND 
SPECIAL OLD HIGHLAND 
SPECIAL LIQUEUR ... 

2/9 
3/2 
3/6 
4/-
5/6 
6/6 

10/6 to 20/-

Being one of the largest holders of Scotch Whiskies, and making a speciality of 
very old Highland Blends, of which we hold one of the largest stocks in the trade 

from 8/· to 20/-, we can offer exceptional value in old Highland 
and Liqueur Whiskies. 

Head om.ces: SCHOOL WYND, PAISLEY. 

Agents-'tt. flOerritt & <!O.t 36 Mark Lane, London, E. C. 



ADVERTISE MENTS. 

~·It THOM$0N & ao., 
DISTILLERS AND WINE MERCHANTS. 

LE IT H. 
~~~~~~~----''-

I ,~ 

J. MARSTON & SON, Ltd., Ho1:>ninglow. BPewery, 
BURTON-ON-TRENT, 

AGENTS FOR MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT. 

BROWN & Co., . 256 Scotswood Road, 
N EWCASTLE-oN-TYN E. . 

AGEXTS FOR NEWCASTLE A!'D DISTRICT. 
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PREFACE. 

THE very flattering reception accorded to our last issue by 
t'.1e Press in all parts of the Kingdom, and the increased 
measure of support the Chronicle has received from the Clubs 
and public generally, have greatly encouraged all concerned 
in its production. It is hoped that the present number 
will be found to show no falling off from the standard of 
last year. 

In reply to many requests for a reprint of the "Chronological 
Summary," we beg to state that the Executive have resolved 
that no part of any former issue shall meanwhile be reproduced. 
The" Detailed Index" substituted is copyright, and is published 
with the sole intent of affording a handy means of reference 
to a full, accurate, and reliable edition of Burns, whose price 
places it within easy reach of the masses. 

We have to acknowledge, with thanks, much kindly assistance 
and counsel from numerous sympathetic correspondents in all 
quarters of the country, and we earnestly hope that this spirit 
of helpfulness will continue to increase. The work of com
pilation and revision presses heavily upon one pair of shoulders, 
and we may be ·pardoned for venturing to suggest that it is 
incumbent on every admirer of the B:ird to do what in him 
lies to increase our store of Burnsiana by supplying whatever 
original matter he may happen to possess, or to which he 
may have privileged access. 

To our contributors our warmest thanks are again due for 
their valuahle and voluntary offerings. The solicitation of 
comparative strangers for gratuitous contributions is, we need 
hardly say, a practical difficulty which almost precludes the 
possibility of the usual responsibility. We feel confident, how
ever, that the appeal we again make to individual enthmiasm 
will result in '3.n annual supply of editorial material sufficient 
for satisfactory selection. 

SCHOOL HOUSE, KILMAURS, 

JANUARY ISTH, 1894. 

D. M'NAUGHT. 
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DETAILED INDEX 
TO 

NOTES 
IN 

KILMARNOCK EDITION, 
(WILLIAM SCOTT DOUGLAS,) 

JlY 

JAMES FRASER AND ROBERT M. LOCKHART. 

A 
Vol. Page 

Advertiseme,nts, Burns' appreciation of, 260 
Affiiction, Neglect of work due to, ii 79 
Ailsa Craig, Wild-fowl on, ... .. . . . .. . . . . . ii 421 
Ainslie, Hugh-letter to, regarding "I love my Jean," 248 
Ainslie, Robert-" Robin shure in Hairst," ii 2.'36 
Airs, (see special Index at end). 
Aitken, Andrew, the " Young frien'," i 91 
Aitken, Robert,-Note on, i. 131 ; his elocutionary gifts, ii 198 
Albany, Duchess of, daughter of Prince Charles Edward ~tuart, ii 401 
Aldine Edition, Note on, .. .. . .. ii 417 
Alexander, Wilhelmina, "the Bouie Lasso' Ballochmyle," i 160, 259 
Alexander, Wilhelmina., ii 119 
Alison, Peggie, . . . see Begbie (Ellison). 
Alleged excuse for sin, i 87 
Alms-dish used by beggars,... ... ii 177 
Alterations, additions, &c., were made on the following:-

"Address to the Deil," i 29; "A Dream," i 40, 42, 43; "A lassie 
all alone," ii 6; "An'l'llkisstheeyet,"i 233; "Answer to the 
gudewife of 'Vauchope," ii 135, 136; "Bouie Jean," ii 92; 
"Death and Dr Horn book," i 137; "Epistle to Gavin Hamilton," 
i 99; "Epistle to J. Lapraik," i 108, 112; "Epistle to James 
Smith," i 39; "Fragment inscribed to Chas. J as. Fox," ii 144; 
"Green grow the Rashes," i 190, 191; "Here's a health to a.ne 
I lo'e dear," ii 80, 81 ; Holy Willie's Prayer, ii 437; "I love my 
Jean," i 248, 249; "John Anderson my Jo," i 254; "Lassie wi' 
the lint-white locks," ii 105; "Logan Braes," ii 90; "My Nannie 
0,"i 188; "Nochurchmanaml,"i 195; "OnaScotchBardgone 
to the 'Vest Indies," i 95, 96, 97; "0 poortith cauld," ii 50; "0 
wat ye wha's in yon town," ii 26; "On the death of Sir James 
Hunter Blair," ii 140; "Scotch Drink," i 9, 10, 11; "Tam o' 
Shanter," i 353; "Tam Samson's Elegy," i 166, 167; "The Auld 
]farmer's Address to his Mare Maggie," i 62; "The Author's 
Earnest Cry and Prayer," i 12, 13, 18; "The Battle of Shirra
Moor," i 265; "The Braw 'Vooer," ii 75; "The Cottar's Saturday 
Ni11:ht," i 66, 70; "The Death and Dying Words of Poor Mailie," 
i 32, 33, 34; "The Holy Fair," i 19, 20, 21; "The Lasso' Balloch
myle," ii 119; "The Lover's Morning Salute," ii 101, 102; "The 
twa.Dogs," i 2, 6; "The Vision,"i 158, 160; "The \Vhistle,"i 279; 
"Tibbie, I ha'e seen the day," i 236; "To a Haggis," i 180; "To 
a Mountain Daisy," i 88; "Whistle o'er the lave o't,"... i 250 

B 
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VoL Page 

_.\mbition, curious manifestation of, 260 
America, Burns MSS. in, ii 417 
Animals, Burns' fondness for, 357 ; ii 407 
Annie, heroine of "Corn Rigs," ... 123 
Anniversaries, Burns' habit of noticing, ii 42 
Apple-eating charm, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Argyle, Duke of, on the battle of Sherift Muir, .. . 257 
Aristocratic life in Burns' time, .. ii 242 
Arminianism, ... .. 151 
Annour, Jean, Burns' love for, i 73; her desertion of Bums, i 78, 88, 

90; fond of "Ca' the yowes," i 256; turned out of doors by her 
father, i 285; her magnanimity, ii 2'24; pa.rents object to her 
marriage with Burns, ii 301, 30-2 

Army, Burns thinks of enlisting in, 383 ; ii 115 
Athole. Duke of, Bums' visit to, . . . 367 
Auchinleck, Boswells of, 160 
"Auld Brass for a New Pan," 28.t 
"Auld Laugsyne," authorship of,... ii 8 
"Au!U Beekie," origin of term, ii 27 l 
Auld, Rev. Wm., "Daddie Auld," .. ii 192, 2ll 
"Author's Earnest Cry and Prayer," suppressed stanza, i 15 
Ayr, old spelling Aire, ... .. ... 34 
Ayr Advertiser, first Ayrshire Newspaper, 130 
Ayrshire method of terminating verbs, .. . . . . . . 132 
Ayrshire Wreath, anecdote in, regarding "Corn Rigs," i 123 

· Aytoun, Sir Robert .. . i 286 

B 
Babington, Rev. Dr., subject of Epigram, ii 273 
Bagpipes boiled, . . . . . . . . . . . 179 
Baillie, Lady Grisel, parodied, ii 34 
Baillie, :M:iss Lesley, "Bonie Lesley," ii 44, 55 
Ballads, 01~, Burns' letter to Tytler, . . . ii 352 
Ballads, Old, superiority of Burns' v~rsions, ii 352 
Ballantyne, J:ohn, and" The Brigs of Ayr," 143 
Ballochmyle estate, change of owners, i 259 
Ballochmyle, The Lass of, . . . .. . i 160, 259 
B,allooo ascents in Scotland, •. . . . ... · i 103 
"Ban~s o' Doon, The," two versions of, ... i 310, 311 
Bannock burn, Burns' visit to, .. . ii 63 
Barbour, Eliza, suggested heroine of song, .. i 126 
Barclay, Rev. John, (see Bereans.) 
"Bard's E;pitaph, the," . . ii 261 
" Bardies,' disuse of term, . . . i 15 
Barley-stack charm, .. . . . . . 59 
"Battle of Shirra-Moor," the unauthorised alteration, 265 
Bauckie Bird, the bat, ii 176 
Bawk, meaning of term, .. i 230 
Begbie, Ellison, note on, i. 232 ; reference to, i. 320; songs inspired 

by supposed heroine, ii 87, 253, 254 
Beugo, J., engraver,... ii 137 
Bennals, the, . . . .. . ii 396 
Bereans, religious sect, i 26~ 
Birthday of Bums-Currie's mistake, . ... ii 157 
Blackguards, Burns' study of, .. . . . . ii 187, 252 
Blacklock, Dr., Tributes to, by Heron and Lockhart, ii 148; alleged 

author of "The Lazy Mist,"i 24tl; on "0ThouDreadPower,"i 174 
Blackstock, Jean, alleged heroine of song, ii 49 
mack ·watch, reference to, . . . . . . . . . 238 
Blair Castle, Burns' visit to, · 367 
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Blair, Dr. Hugh, on Politics of "When Guilford good," 185 
Blair, Sir Ja.mes Hunter, note on,... ... ii 139 
Blue.clue charm, i 55 
Boconnock, family seat of Pitts, ... .. i 16 
"Bonie Betty," note on, i 120; suggested heroine of song, i 126; heroine 

of song, i 260; reference to, ii 420; "The Poet's Welcome," ii 188; 
additional stanzas to foregoing, ii 436; birth of, ii 2"2-l 

" Bonie Jean," alteration and misprint, . . . ii 92 
Boswell, Sir Alex., author of" Shelah O'Neil,"... ii 350 
Boswells of Auchinleck, 160 
Boys and lads fond of "Tam Samson's Elegy,"... ... i 168 
Bra.ham's rendering of "Scots wha hae wi' Wallace bled," ii 64 
"Brigs of Ayr, the," origin of the plan of construction, i 143; two 

lines altered, 1794, ... i 146 
Brownhill, Burns at,... .. .. ii 340 
Brownhill Inn, ii 32 
Bruce's March at Bannockburn, ii 6:~ 
Bruces, Earls of Carrick, 52 
Buchan, Earl of, and Burns, 358 
Buchanites, . n 357 
Buchan, Peter, on the execution of the Earl of Kilmarnock, i 263 ; on 

" Hey ea' thro'," . .. i 323 
Burness, altered to Burns, . . . i 112 
Burness, Robert, uncle of the Poet, ii 416 
Burness, William, references to, ... 130; ii 395 
Burnet, Miss, of Monboddo, 181; ii 154 
Burninsr of Burns' MSS., ii 417 
Burns, Elizabeth, daughter of Anne Park, ii 2"24 
Burns, Gilbert, note on, .. ii 174 
Burns, Margaret, "Ye Envious Prudes,'' ii 226 
Burns, contraction of name from Burness, 127 
Burns Cottage, .. . . 159 
Burns, Robert, last poetical effort, ii 114; as a freemason, i 127; and 

his native rivers, i 113 ; and schoolmasters, i 113 ; his studies, i 
331; his birthday, ii 157, 159; aml George Thomson, ii 43; his 
death, ii 168 ; visit to Fife,... i 323 ; ii 273 

Burns Street, Dumfries, . . . ii l 
Burns,'' Wm. Nicol, birth of, 349; ii 224 
Burtt,.John, author of" Lament for Mary," ii 346 
Bushby, John, "honest man," ... ... ii 382 
Byron, and " Ae fond kiss," 294 

c 
Cairns, junior of Torr, owner of MS. copy of "The \Vhistle," i 279 
Caledonian Hunt, i 135 
Oaledonian Mercury, "To a haggis," printed in i 179 
"Caller Water," by Robert Fergusson, ... 8 
Campbell of Netherpla.ce, subject of Epigram, .. . 128 
Campbell, Mr Hay, subject of lines, .. ii 2':'4 
Campbell, Mary, ... (see Highland Mary "H "). 
Carefumess of Burns in his work, . i 273 
Carlinwark, name changed to Castle· Douglas, ... ... ... ii 385 
Carlyle. Thomas, on "Poor Mailie," i 30; " To a Mouse," i 71 ; " A 

Winter Night," ... .. ... i 169 
CarriCk, Earldom of, 52 
Carron Iron Works, Burtis' visit to, ii 206 
Castle.Douglas, old name of town, ii 385 
"C'a.ttJe-lifters," ... ... ... 11 33 
Catrine, seat of Prof. Dugald Stewart, i 158, 259 

.. 
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Vol. Page 

Uhalmers, Margaret, (Mrs Lewis Hay), Notes on, i 220; songs inspired 
by, ... ... ... ... .. i 234; ii 114; ii 122 

Chambers, Robert, note on, ii 393; defence of Thomson, ii 43; incon-
siderate note by, ii 96; note on the belles of Mauchline, ii 117 

Chapbooks, containing Burns' compositions, ... ii 82, 175, 207 
Charles Edward Stuart (Prince Charlie), ii 133, 434 
Charms for Hallowe'en-Apple-eating, i 56; Barley Stack, 59; .Blue-

clue, 55 ; Custoc, 53 ; False-house, 54 ; Hempseed, 57 ; Kale 
Stock, 53 ; Nut burning, 54 ; Three lairds' lands, 59 ; Three 
luggies, 60 ; Top-pickle, 54; Winnowing, 58 

Chatham, Earl of, William Pitt's ancestry, .. i 16 
Chloris, note on, i 274; Burns' passion cools down, ii 49; original 

heroine of song, but afterwards deposed, ii 25: songs inspired by, 
ii 19, 24, 31, 58, 59, 76, 77, 101, 102, 103, 104, 110, 111, 112, 113, 
165; Ia.st song inspired by, ii 113; her marriage, ... ii 323 

Chronology, carelessness in, ... ... ... ... ii 157, 159 
Clarinda, origin of nom-de-plume, ii 431; lines by, i 228; stanza added to 

"To a blackbird," i 231; fragment of long poem to, ii 231; 
parting song on Burns leaving Edinburgh, i 236; song addressed 
to, also sent to Mrs Dunlop, i 287; Burns' good wishes for, i 340; 
her voya~e to Jamaica, i 377; ii 95; parting interview, i 294; ii 
28, 42, 56; fulfilment of promise to, ii 71; note on fragments of 
verse in their correspondence, ii 230; lines contained in last letter 
to her, ii 233 ; her opinion of "The Bonie Moor-hen, "The Holy 
Fair," &c., ii 275; pastoral lines to, ii 313; lost compositions 
to and by, .. ... ii 313 

Clarke, Stephen, note, ii 234; lover of Phillis M'Murdo, ii 93, 94, 100 ; 
his opinions on " An' I'll kiss thee yet," i 232 ; " C11.' the ewes." 
i 256; "Craigieburn \Voo<l,"i 274; "The Banks o' Doon,"i 310; 
composer of air to" Dumfries Volunteers," .. ii 123 

Cleghorn, Robert, letter to, ii 72 
Clerk, Alex., author of "Address to a Potato," ii 358 
Clouden or Cluden Water, ... ii 99 
Clunie, Rev. Mr., 256 
Clyde, source of, 288 
Cockburn, Mrs, Burns indebted to 216 
Cockpen, the Laird of, ii 240 
Coil us, King of the Picts, . .. i 158 
Colean, Cove of, 52 
Collins' poem on Thomson, . . . . . 358 
"Comin' thro' the Rye,'' correspondence in Glasgow Herald, ... ii 11 
Common-place Book, i 108, 112; ii 250, 251 
" Common SenRe," . . . i 23 
Conjugal, Burns' suggested derivation of word,... .. . . .. ii 240 
Constable, Lady Winifred Maxwell, presentation to Burns, i 340 
Conviviality, Burns' alleged idea of, i 268; alleged cause of his 

death. . . . .·. ii 168 
Copyright transfer~nce to Thomson, . . . . . . . . . ii 43, 54 
"Corn Rigs," anecdote in Ayrshire Wreath, i 123; the Annie of, i 123 
"Cottar's Saturday Night," lines altered, 1793,... . .. i 66-70 
Coulter Fells, . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . i 288 
"Court of Equity," on Mauchline scandals, ii 200, 294 
Covenanters, adaptation of doggerel to hymn tune, i 254, 276; alltgation 

thereof refuted, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 276 
Covington Mains, . . 288 
Co wall, suggested original of " Yon wild mossy mountains,"... 288 
Cowper on ··Epistle to J. Lapraik," ... ... ... ... 109 
"Craigieburn Wood," revised version, .. . .. . . ... ... ii 52 
Cranreuch-hoar frost, ii 176 
Crawford, Robert, original author of "Down the burn Davie, ii 95 
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Vot Page 
Creech, Wm., skit on, ii 276 
Creech, letter to, on Toothache, ... ii 145 
Crochallan Fencibles, 233 ; ii 137 
Crochallan Song Book, . .. ii 34.'J 
Cromek, Robert H., note on, ii 249 ; his retort on Scott's criticism 

regarding suppressions, ii 291 
Cruickshank, Jenny, the "Rosebud," i 230, 363 
Cruickshank, William, a63 ; ii 333 
C'uchullin and his dog Luath, "swift," i 2 
Culloden, battle of, .. . . . . ii 3 
Culzean Cove, (see (!olean). 
Cunningham, Alexander, i :J57; his love-affair,... i .'J26; ii 57, 78 
Cunningham, Allan, note on, ii 361 ; and Burns' MSS. i 108; opinion of 

"0 were my love yon lilac fair," ii 90; "fragments" of his own 
attributed to Burns, ii 291, 341 ; his blubbering sentiment ancl 
repentance, ii a 

Cunningham, Mrs C., ii 296 
Cunningham of Enterkin, ... ii 370 
"Curragh of Kildare," old song, ii 444 
Currie, Dr., note on, ii 83; success of his edition, ii 174; critique on 

"On the Seas and far away," ii 96 
Custoc, the Hallowe'en charm, .. . i 5:l 
Cutty Stool, ... . . . ii 420 

D 
Daer, Lord, Son of E~rl of Selkirk, 
Dalrymple, Rev. Dr., 
Dalrymple of Orangefield, 
Davies, Miss, the "Bonie wee thing," 
" Des.r bought Bess "... .. . .. . 
Death of Burns, 
Decency in Scots Song, .. 
"Delia," a translation from Latin, 
Demodocus, quotation from, 
Destruction of Burns' MSS., 
" Devil's Successor," 

ii 131 
ii 192, 210 

i 161 
ii 292, 296 

(see Bonie Betty). 
ii 168 
ii 84 
ii 216 
ii 443 
ii 417 

Dibdin, Charles, author of "The Sprig of Sloe '!'horn," 
Dickens, Charles, 

i 129 
ii 350 
i 376 

Domestic afflictions of Burns, ii 2, 79, 80 
i 331 Doric, Bnrns advised to use it sparingly, 

Doubtfully authentic compositions:-
"A bottle and a friend," ii 286 ; "Anna thy charms," i 364 ; 
"As I was a-wand'ring," i 295, ii 351 ; "Duncan Gray," old 
version, i 221 ; " Eppie Adair," i 263 ; "Fragment of Revolution 
song," ii 392; "Jamie, come try me," i 245; "Laddie, lie near 
me,., i 241; "Meditations at Lincluden Abbey," ii 380; 
"0 can ye labour lea," i 324; "On the illness of a favourite 
child" and "On the death of, &c.," ii 326; "Poem on pastoral 
poetry," ii 171, 404; "The Hermit of Aberfeldy," ii .'J76; 
"The joyful widower," i 201; "The merry ploughman," ii 
286; "The ploughman," i 222; "The tither morn," i 293; 
"The Tree of Liberty," ii 171, 404; "The vowels," ii 289; 
"To a Kiss," ii 327 ; "To thee, lov'd Nith," ii 287 ; "To the 
Owl." ii 288; "Verses written under violent grief," ii 399; 
"When first I saw fair J eanie's face," ... .. . .. . ii 402 

Douglas, \Vm. Scott, Theory of origin of "Yon wild mossy rr.01111-

tains," ... .. i 288 
Dryden's Alexander'$ Feast, i 349 
Duke of York and the haggis, i 179 
Dumfries Burghs Election, 1790, ii 219, 316, 317, 418 
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Vol. Page 
Dumfries Journal "Dumfries Volunteers," published in May 5, 

1795, . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . ii 123 
Dumfries Period of Burns' ·work, . . . . . . ii 1 
Dunbar, Wm., Colonel of the Crochallan Fencibles, i 233 
Duncan, Rev. Dr., ... ... ... ii 192 
Dundas, Robert, Lord President, .. . ii 311 
Dunlop, Mrs., of Dunlop, on "The Cottar's Saturday Night," i 65 ; 

"Song inscribed to her," i 318; ••Poems inscribed to her," 
i 374; ii 150; "Poems transcribed for," ii 414-415; "Mrs. D. a 
lineal descendant of Sir William Wallace's brother," i 65 

Dying song of Burns, a, . . . ii 80 

E 
Earliest lyrical effort of Burns, ii 235 
Early hardships of Burns, ... i 216; ii 250, 251, 395 
Ecclefechan, "The wicked little village," ii 15 
Ecclesiastes vii. 16 paraphrased, ... ... 162 
"Echo" a lap dog, ... ... ii 161 
Edinburgh belles and Burns, .. . .. i 365 
Jt:dinburgh Magazine, compositions transcribed from, ii 28, 38, 350, 

415, ... .. 446 
"Elegy in a Country Churchyard," by Gray, quoted,... 65 
Eliza, identity of, ... ... ... ... .. . .. i 126 
Eliza, the lady famed for her caprice, ... (Maria Riddell), q. v. 
Eliza, subject of elegy, ... ... ii 154-(Miss Burnet), q. v. 
Elliot, General (Baron Heathfield), ii 177 
Ellisland, Burns' removal from, . . . i 273 
Elphinstone, translator of Martial, ii 206 
English ignorance of Burns' language, . . i I 09 
English songs adapted by Burns, .. . (see Fragments). 
Epigrams, alleged inferiority of, ii 239 ; aptitude of Burns for pro-

ducing, . . . . . . ... i 128 
Erskine, Sir Henry, ... ii 274, 312 
Euclid's 47th proposition, ii 118 
Euripides, translation from, . . . .. . ii 28 
European affairs, Burns' knowledge of, ... ii 153 
"Ewe-Bughts Marion," Burns' opinion of, .. ii 85 
Excise, Burns' appointment to, ii 141, 277 
Excuse for sin alleged, . . . i 87 

F 
Fairie circles, . . . . . . . . . . .. 
False Philosophy, in "For a' that, &c.," ... 

i 52 
ii 107 

260 
193 
65 

Fame, Burns' thirst for, . . . .. . . .. 
Farewell to Ayr River, ... . .. 
" Farmer's Ingle," by Fergusson, .. . 
Fault-finding, Burns on, .. . 
Fause-hoose charm for Hallowe'en, 
Feather beds, ... 
Female names, abbreviations of, ... 
Ferguson, Mrs., of Craigdarroch, ... 
Fergusson, Robert, Burns' tribute to, 

fluenced Burns, ... 
Ferrier, Miss, sister of the novelist, 
Fife, Burns' visit to, ... 
Fisher, Wm., "Holy Willie," 
Flax manufacture in Scotland, ... 
Flint, Mrs. (Kirsty Kirkpatrick), ... 
Fontenelle, Miss, . . . . . . .. 
Forty-second Highlanders, ... 

162 
54 

ii 421 
ii 247 

.. i 258 
ii 136, 414; poems which in· 
... ... . . i 8, 19, 65 

... ii 400 
i 323; ii 273 
ii 195, 213, 437 

i 257 
q.tv. 

ii 156, 159, 322 
i 238 
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Fox, Charles James,... .. 11 144 
Fragments of old compositions adopted and adapted by Burns-" As I 

came o'er the Cairney Mount," ii 29; "Auld Langsyne," ii 8; 
"Awa,' Whigs, awa' ,'' i 255; "A waukrife minnie,'' i 266; "Aye 
waukin' 0," i 240; "Bonie Peggie Ramsay," ii 245; "Carl, an' 
the king come," i 249 ; "Ca' the yowes," i 256 ; " Cock up your 
beaver " i 277 · "Comin thro' the rye "ii 11 • "Crowdie "ii 246 · 
"Deluded sw~in,',' ii 97; "Donocht' Head,:' ii 5; "Down th~ 
burn, Davie," ii 95; "Duncan Davison," i 217; "Duncan Gray," 
ii 45; English songs, i 194; "Eppie M'Nab," i 290; "Frae the 
friends and land I love," i 275; "Galla water," i 379; "Gude 
ale keeps the heart aboon," ii 241; "Had I the wyte," ii 10; 
"Here's a health," ii 8; "Hey, ea.' thro'," i 323; "Highland 
laddie," ii 30; "Hughie Graham," ii 290; "I do confess, &c.," 
i 286 ; " It is na' Jean thy bonie face," i 289 ; " I love my love 
in secr~t," i 237; "It was the charming month of May," ii 61; 
"Jockey fou and Jenny fain," i 317; "John, come kiss me now," 
i 276: "Jumpin' John," i 212; "Kellyburn Braes," i 315; 
"Killiecrankie," i 269; "Lady Mary Ann," i 313; "Lord 
Gregory," ii 47; "LoYely lass of Inverness," ii 3; "My heart's 
in the Highlands,'' i 253 ; " My love she's but a lassie yet," i 244; 
" My wife'R a winsome wee thing," ii 86 ; "0 can ye labour lea,'' 
i 324; "O'er the water to Charlie," i 229 : "0 gin ye were dead, 
gudeman," ii 7 ; "On a bank of flowers," i 243 ; "Open the door 
to me, oh," i 382; "0 steer her up and haud her gaun," ii 237; 
"0 were my love yon lilac fair," ii 90; "Powers celestial whose 
protection," ii 28, 350; '' Rattlin' roarin' Willie," i 233 ; "Sae 
fair her hair," ii 351; "Sweetest May," ii 243; "The bonie lass 
made the bed to me," ii 21, 403; "The captain's lady," i 247; 
" The deuks dang owre my <laddie," i 325 ; " Then, gudewife, 
count the la.win'," i 278: "There grows a bonie brier bush," ii 
37; "The slave's lament," i 317; "The tailor fell thro' the bed," 
i 239; "Up in the mornin' early,'' i 213; "\Vantonness forever 
mair," ii 13; "We're a' noddin'," ii 238; "When she cam' ben 
she bobbit," i 299; "Wherefore sighing art thou, Phillis?" ii 
27; "Will ye go and marry, Katie?" ii 27, 351; "Young Jamie," 
ii 12; "Young Jockey," ... ... ... ... ... i 206 

Freemasonry, Burns' connection with, i 127; ii 168, 169, 376 
French Convention, Burns' gift to, i 327 
" Friends of the people," . . . . . . ii 280 
Fullarton, Colonel, i 158 

G 
''Galla Water," old version of, i 380 
Gall, Richard, an imitator of Burns, ii 234, 346, 347 
Galloway, Earl of, . ii 382 
Garpal or Garpel Water, 147 
Gateslack, Langloan substituted for this term, ii 75 
"Geordie,'' old Ballad, i 385 
George III., ii 9, 208, 410, 439 
Ghosts, i 147 
Gillespie, Professor, and Kirsty Kirkpatrick, 273 
Gibraltar, siege of, . . . . . . . . . . .. ii 177 
Gibson, Mrs-Poosie Nancy, ii 176 
Glasgow Herald, correspondence on "Comin' thro' the Rye," ii 11 
Glencairn, Earl of, wanton exercise of church patronage, ... 151 
Glencairn, Earl of, Burns' p~tron,... i 329, 345; ii 367 
Glenriddell MSS., . 11 427 
Globe Inn, Dumfries, the alleged fatal carouse at, ii 168 a favourite 

howf, . . . ii 227 



Glover, Jean, ... 
Goldie, John, letter to, 
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Goldsmith, imitation of, . . . . .. 
Gordon, Katharine, heiress of Afton, 
Gordon, Duchess of, and Burns, 
Golldie, John, . . . . . . . .. 
Government, Burns disaffected towards, ... 
Gow, Neil, and Burns, ... ... . .• 
Graham, Robert, of Fintry, 
Graham, Miss, of Fintry, ... 
Graham, W., of Mossknowe, 
Grant, Mrs, of Carron, ... 
Grant, David, . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . 
Gray's "Elegy in a Country Churchyard," 

VoL Page 
•.. ii 358 

108; ii 193, 437 
... ii 267 

i 319 
... i 214; ii 121 

(see Goldie above). 
... ii 156 

i 218, 219, 252; ii 285 
i 342 
ii 164 
ii 332 
ii 69 
ii 211 

358 
Gray, Symon, a self-styled poet, .. . .. 
Gregory, Dr.,... .. . 

ii 308 
357 
191 

ii 425 
ii 417 

:>50, 360; ii 149 

"Green grow the rashes," altered, 1793, i 190; added verse, 
Greenock MS., ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Greenshields of Kerse, .. . 
Grose, Captain Francis, .. 
Gulravage, meaning of word, ... ii 264 

H 
Hallowe'en Charms and Spells, (see Ch~rms). 
Hallowe'en Supper, . .. . .. 1 60 
" Hallow Fair," by R. Fergusson,... .. . . . . . . . . . . i 19 
Hamilton, Charlotte, note on, ii 114; reference to, i 381; song inspired 

by, i 220; Burns' letters to her destroyed, i 220 
Hamilton, Gavin, .. . ... . .. .. . . .. i 98, 131 ii 211 
Hamilton of Sundrum, i 159 
Hamilton, John, composer of addition to "0 a' the airts," 248 ii 347 
Hamilton, Rev. Mr., of Gladsmuir, ... ... ... ii 310 
Hart, Andro, adapter of hymns to "prophane sanges," i 276 
Haslock Woo, . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ii 17 
Haydn and "Galla Water," 379 
Heckle, description of, 257 
Hempseed Charm, . .. .. . 57 
Henderson, Captain Matthew, 335 
Heroine-hunting, . . . . . . i 377 
Heron of Kerroughtree, ii 165, 382 
Highlanders, emigration of, . . .. . ii 297 
Highland Mary, poems &c. supposed to refer to her, i 246, 288, 319; ii 

28, 38, 350, 415; companion lyric to "Mary in Heaven," ii 54, 
85 ; death of, i 261 ; a fiction concerning a song referring to her, 
i 273 ; reference to, . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. i 91 

Hobbes on Love affairs, .. . i 381 
Hogg, James, ii 362; his opinions on Poor Mailie, i 31; Taqi Samson's 

Elegy, i 168; Epistle to W. Simpson, i 117; Two lines parodied 
by ... ii 264 

"Holy Fair," words altered, 1787, i 19, 21, 22; note on "common 
sense," .. ... i 23 

"Holy \Villie's Prayer." Stewarb version of, ii 437 
Home, author of Doug/a.~, . . . . . . . . . 78 ii 205 
Honeymoon Songs, . . . i 248, 250 
Hood, William, i 129 
"Hornbook," identity of, 137 
Hume, Alex., composer, ii 71 
Hume, David, refereuce to,... ... ... ii 205 
Humphrey, James, subject of epigram, ... .. . i 129 
Hunter, composer of ballad, "Maggie Lauder," i 151, 152 

• 
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Hunter, William, affidavit re "The Whistle," ... 
Hutton, William, 
Hypochondria, Burns troubled with, 

I 
"I love my Jean," alterations on,... ... ... ... 
"I'm o'er young to marry yet," altered for polite ears, 
Immortality of Caledonia, mathematical demonstration of, 
Impecuniosity of Burns, 
Impure lines on Window panes (alleged), 
"I murder hate," completed form, 
Inebriation, cant terms for, ... 

J 

Vol. Page 
282 

ii 65 
ii 151 

i 248, 249 
i 205 

ii 118 
ii 160 
ii 340 
ii 428 
ii 299 

Jacob the patriarch called a "snick-drawer," .. ii 267 
Jacobite songs adapted by Burns, ... (see Fragments.) 
Jacobitism of Burns,... .. .i 211 ii 434 
James I. of Scotland, ii 285 
Jamieson, Mrs., on" Ae fond kiss," 294 
Jeffrey, Miss, .. . .. i 270 ii 402 
Jeremiah xv. 10; paraphrase of, .. ii 391 
" John Anderson my Jo,~· additional verses, 254 
"John Barleycorn," origin of, .. i 183 
Johnson, James, ii 234; his 'literary impudence and religious scruples. 

ii 74; comparative liberality of Johnson and Thomson, ii 234 
Johnston, Miss Lucy-Mrs R. A. Oswald, i 333; ii 25 
Justice, Burns' sense of, i 83 
Juvenile productions of Burns, 175, 176, 177 

Karnes, Lord, coarseness of, 
Kemble, Mrs Stephen, 
Kenmore, visit of Burns to, 

K 

Kenmore, Viscount, execution of, ... .. . 
Kennedy, .John, note on, ii 363 ; poems inscribed to, 
Kennedy, Margaret, "Young Peggy," 
Kennedy, Thomas, .. 
Kilmarnock, Earl and Countess of, and the rising o~ '45, 
Kilpatrick, Nelly, "Handsome Nell," ... ... ... 
Kirkpatrick, Kirsty, and Burns' Melodies, 
"Kirk's Alarm, The," additional verses, 

"Labour lea," ... 
Ladies, advice to, by Burns, 
"Laird of Cockpen," 

L 

"Lassie wi' the lint-white locks," varied stanza, 
Last finished production of Burns, 
Latin sub-title for song, 
Lauder, Maggie, 
Lawrie, Rev. Dr., 
Lewars, Jessie, notes on, ii 80, 125, 167; marriage of, 
Liberty, tribute to, by Burns, ... ... ... ... 
Liberty, fragment on, ii 282; completed, 
"Life and Age of Man," old Scots dirge, 
Lilac, repugnance of birds to, 
Lincluden Abbey, ... ... 
Linen, "1700," and" 1200," 
Literary Impudence,... . .. .. . .. . 
Livingston, Ann, Countess of Kilmttrnock, 

120 
ii 214 

371 
301 

i 88 
124, 199, 310 

ii 334 
263 

ii 235 
273 

ii 438 

i 32-l 
ii 116, 237 

ii 240 
ii 105 
ii 80 
ii 100 
i 151 

174 ii 305 
ii 337 
ii 5 
ii 426 

83 
ii 90 
ii 5-99 
ii 399 
ii 74 

263 

• 



Vol. Page 
"Lochaber no more," progenitor of melody, ... ii 353 
"Lochinvar," the foundation of Scott's Ballad, .. , .. . ii 355 
Lockhart, J. G., on" My Mary, dear departed shade," i 261; on Burns' 

sense of justice, i 83; on "The Deil cam fiddling," &c., i 327 
Lockhart, Mrs., of Carnwath (Phillis M'Murdo), q. v. 
Logan, Major W., ii 365 
Logan, Miss, "Sentimental sister Susie," i 178 
"Logan Braes," two lines altered, ii 90 
Logan Water, locality of, ... 312 
"Lord Maxwell's Goodnight," old ballad, ... i 340 
Lorimer, Jean, (see Chloris). 
Loudon, Countess of, i 365 
Loudon, Earl of, family name, Campbell, 49 
Louis XVI. (of France), ... ... ... ii 8 
Love, alleged debasement of, ii 79 
I.owe, John, ... ii 359 
Luath ("swift") Cuchullin's dog,... 1·2 
Lunardi, introducer of balloon ascents in Scotland, 103 

M 
M'Creddie, John, alleged author of" To the Owl," 
M'Diarmid's notes on Highland Mary, ... . .. 
M'Gill, John, composer, 
M'Gill, Rev. W., . 
Mackenzie, author of Man of Feeling, . . . . .. 

ii 288 
261 

i 238 
ii 192, 209 

ii 205 
ii 210 
i 151 

M'Kinlay, Rev. James, hero of "The Ordination," 
M'Kinlay, Rev. R., husband of "Maggie Lauder," 
M'Lehose, Mrs., ... ... ... ... . .. (see Clarinda). 

i 2'24, 365 
ii 192, 264 

. .. i 329 ; ii 372, 373 

MacLeod, Isabella of Raasay, 
M'Math, Rev. John,. .. 
M'Murdo, John, of Drumlanrig, ... . .. 
l\'.l'Murdo, Miss, heroine of "Bonie Jean," 
M·Murdo, Miss Phillis, ... . .. 
M'Neill, Hector, author of "Scotland's Scaith," 
Mansfield, Lord, .. 
" Manuscript of my early years," . . . . . . . .. 
Markland, Miss (afterwards Mrs. James Finlay), 
Marquis' Close, Dumfries, ... 
Marriage, Burns' views on, ... 
Mary II. and " Up in the morning early," 
Mary Queen of Scots, 
Masonic connections of Burns, 
Masterton, Allan, one of the " Three Merry Boys," .. 

268; 
Masterton, Ann, "Bonie Ann," 
Mathematical demonstration of immortality, 
Mauchline belles, after fates of, ... . .. 
Maxwell, Provost, letter to, 

... ii 91 
ii 93, 94, 100 

i 383 
ii 411 
ii 423 
ii 116 
ii 229 

298 
213 
340 

i 127 
i 211, 259, 
... ii 234 
i 240, 259 

ii 118 
ii 116, 117 

i 270 
Maxwell, Sir David, of Cardoness, 
Maxwell, Lady Winifred (Constable), ... ... . .. 
Mayne, John, author of song similar to "Logan water," 
" Meg o' the mill," two versions of, 
Mendelssohn, composer of air for 

ii 330 
i 304, 340 

ii 89 
ii 88, 243 

" Oh, wert thou in the cauld 
ii 125 blast," ... ... ... 

Menzies Castle, Burns' visit to, 
"Merry lays of Caledonia," 
"Merry songs," 
Miers' Silhouette, 
Miller, Betty (Mrs. Templeton), 
Miller, Helen (Mrs. MacKenzie), .. 

• 

218 
i 291 
ii 342 
ii 137 

ii 116, 117 ?. i 12~ 
••• 11 111 
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Miller, James, composer of "The banks o' Doon," 
Miller, Jessie, of Dalswinton, 
Mill Vennel, now Burns Street, Dumfries, 
Milton, parody on, ... . .. 
Mitchell, collector of excise, 
Monboddo, Lord, 
Montgomeries of Coilsfield, .. . 
Montgomery, Col. Hugh, .. . 
Montgomery, Captain James, 
Montgomery's Peggy, identity of, 
Moodie, Rev. AIE.x., .. . 
Morison, Mary, ... ... ... . .. 
Morning Chronicle, Burns' contributions to, 
Morton, Miss (Mrs. Paterson), 

Vol. Page 
310 

ii 
ii 31 

1 
12 

ii 168 
181 
158 
15 

160 
ii 253 

ii 190, 211 
see Begbie (Ellison). 

ii 426 
ii 117 
ii 116 
ii 33 

i\Iossgavel, alternative spelling for Mossgiel, 
Moss troopers, 
Motherwell, William, ii 362 ; remarks on "To a louse," i 102; writes 

ii 334 
i 165 

ii 166 

new version of one of Burns' songs, 
Muir, Robert, letter re "Tam Samson's elegy, ... 
Muir, William, of Tarbolton Mill, 
Murray, Sir Wm., friend of Burns, 
Murray, Euphemia, heroine of song, 
Murray of Broughton, 
Muses in rags, 
Museum poems, note to, 
Music, Scots, i 237; ii 285 ; Burns as a violinist, ii 

foreign music, i 237, . . . . . . . .. 
"My Nanie 0," name of river altered 1792, 

N 
Name Burness contracted to Burns, 
Names, female, abbreviations of, ... 

226 
226 

ii 382 
112 

ii 234 
127; tirade against 

ii 285 
i 188 

Nairne, Baroness, author of "The Land of the Leal, 

112 
ii 247 
ii 348 

i 117, 151 ; ii 209 
i 260, 261 

268, 363; ii 332 
304 
195 

i 241 

New Light controversy, ... . .. 
Nicolas, Sir H., on Burns' love affairs, 
Nicol, \V1lliam, schoolmaster, 
Nithsdale, Earldom of, 
" No churchman am I," word alterec! 1793, 
North Country Chorister, 
Northern Toul' of Burns, 

... i 

Notes and Queries, reference to " The Posie," 
"Now Rosy May," improvement on "The 

pa.idle," 
Nursery ditty, 
Nut-burning charm, ... 

0 

i 214, 218 
i 309 

Gardener wi' his 
ii 60 
ii 238 

54 

Objectionable chorus, . . 192 
" O'er the water to Charlie," 11tanz'1. added by Hogg, i 229 
Old songs adapted and adopted by Burns, ... (see " Fragments "). 
"On the seas and far away," Thomson's critique and Currie's opinion 

thereon, . . . . ii 98 
" 0 poortith canld," line altered, ... ii 50 
"0 wat ye wha's in yon town," names altered, ii 25 ; verse 

altered, ii 26 
Ossian, "The voice of Cona," Burns influenced by, ii 415 
Oswalds of Auchencruive, . . . . .. .. . .. . .. i 333 ; ii 25 
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p 
Vol. Page 

Park, Anne, "Anna of the gowden locks," ii 224 
Parliament, Scots representatives in, i 12 
Participles, ending of Scots, .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . i 132 
Pastoral Poetry, ... ... ... .. .. ... ii 171, 173 
Paton, Elizabeth, mother of "dear bought Bess" (Bonie Betty), q. v. 
Patronage, Burns on, i 342; in Kilmarnock, i 151 
Peebles, Rev. Wm.,... ... ... ... ii 192, 210 
Peers, Irish, representing Scots constituencies,... i 12 
·~-Pegasus," Burns' favourite horse, i 333 
Percy, Bishop, on adaptation of old songs to Latin hymns, i 254; on 

Scots profanity, ... .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . i 276 
" Pet Marjorie," by John Brown, M. D.,... .. . .. i 172 
Philosophy, false, in "For a' that and a' that," .. . ii 107 
Philosophy, Scottish school of, ii 205 
Pickering MSS., ... .. ... ... ... . . ... ii 417 
Pickering, first publisher of lines omitted by Currie from address to 

Mr. Wm. Tytler, ii 138 
Pindar, comparison to, 102 
Pitt, William, ancestry of,... ... i 16; ii 411 
"Poet's progress," ... 342; ii 137, 207 
Poetic frenzy, legends of, ... i 91, 208, 261, 319 
Poosie Nancy,... ... .. ... ... ... (see Gibson, Mrs.) 
Popularity of Burns outwith Scotland, instance of, i 80 
Posthumous pieces from various sources, note on, ii 293 
Prayers for the sick, ii 194 
Prigs, Professor Wilson on, . . . i 280 
Printed pieces, eldest of-" Winter," 86 
Prior, Matthew, quotation from, .. . ii 443 
" Prophane Sanges," ... .. . .. . .. . . .. 276 
Psalm, specimen of adaptation of a "prophane sange" to, 276 
Punctuation, Burns' carefulness in, 225 
Purcell, and the air of" Up in the morning early," 213 
Pythagoras, proposition of, ii 118 

Q 
Quebec, capture of, ... ii 177 

R 
Rab Mossgiel, the devil's successor, 129 
Rab the Ranter, ii 264 
Ramsay, Allan, quoted, i 74; " Tea Table Mi&cellany," i 284; "The 

vision," ii 5 ; lines by, ii 243 
Ra.nkine, John, his curious dreams, i 120 
Rapidity in work of Burns, i 349 
Rebukings, by kirk session, · i 162 
Regency Bill of 1789, ii 410, 439 
Regrets of Burns for unguarded writings, ii 341 
Reid, \Villiam, "Cauld kail in Aberdeen," ii 358 
Religion, a.lleged letters of Burns on, ii 397 
Remorse, Burns' a.ttacks of, ii 126 
Rhyming Watty, ii 4 
Richmond, John, letters to, ... i I, 151 
Riddell, Mrs. Maria, song by, ii 69; Burns' quarrel with, ii 66; 

references to, ... ... ii 67, 158, 162, 287, 373 
Riddell, Robert, of Glenriddell, note on, i 331 ; death of, ii 163 
Riddell, Walter, composer of air "The da.y returns," i 244; epigram 

against, ii 229; lines to, ii 161 
" Riding the Stang," ii 294 



~tson on "For a' that and a' that," 
Roads, Burns on bad, 
Robin, Burns' fondness for the, .. 
Rob Roy Opera, duet suggested by a song of Burns, 
Rogers, Samuel, 
Rorie More, ... 
Ruisseaux, French for rivulets-i.e., Burns, 
Rules of Scots spelling, 
Russell, Rev. John, ... 
Rutherford, Elizabeth-Mrs. Walter Scott, 

Vol. Page 

ii 108 
ii 416 
ii 407 

219; ii 69 
i 322 

281 
ii 261 
i 132 

ii 190, 194, 210 

Rye Water, correspondence in Glasgow Herald, July, 1867, ... 
ii 134 
ii 11 

s 
St. Crispin's Day, ii 358 
St. James' Lodge, Tarbolton, 127; ii 376 
Sark, battle of, 157 
Schoolmasters, Burns on, . . . . .. 113 
"Scotch bard gone to the West Indies," line altered,... 95 
Scotland represented by Irish Peers, 12 
"Scotland's Scaith," .. i 383 
Scots, ancient musical instruments, ii 63; pa.rticiples, i 132; Burns on 

Scots poets, i 113 ; Burns on decency of the Scots :Muse, 
ii 84; Reformers, alleged profanity of, i 276; Scenery, i 113; 
Spelling, i 132 

Scott, Sir Walter, on "Ae fond kiss," i 294; favourite son.gs 
of, i 253; ii 14, 39 

" Scottish Roscius,'' . . . ii 204 
Scottish School of Philosophy, ii 205 
Selkii;k, Earl of, compliment to, ii 382 
"Seventeen-hunder linen,'' ii 399 
Shakespeare, Burns studying, 169 
Sharpe, Charles K., ... ... 225 
Sheriff-muir, battle of, ... i 257 
Sillar, David, the "brither poet," i 104, 230 
Simpson, Wm., alleged author of "What ails ye now, &c.," ii 201 
Sin, alleged excuse for, by Burns, 87 
Smellie, William, ii 137 
Smith, Miss-Mrs James Candlish, ii 116 
Smith, Alexander, on "Tam o' Shanter," 349 
i3mith, James, i 34; Epigram on, ii 199; letter referring to 

"I love my Jean," ... 
Smuggling on the West Coast, 
Snick Drawing, 
Socinianism. . .. 
"Soldier's Return, The," locality of, 
Solan Geese, ... 
Spelling rules of Scots language, ... 
Spells, ... 
Spinet, Burns hears it played for first time, 
Staig, ,Jessie, ... 
"Stamp Office Johnny," 
Steen, Isabella, "0, Tibbie, I hae seen the day," 

248 
327 

ii 267 
151; ii 209 

383 
ii 421 
i 132 

(see "Charms"). 
i 174 

ii 48, 164 
ii 167 

Stenhouse, specimen of literary impudence, ii 74; in a rage, 
Sterne, Lawrence, reference to, 

i 235 
ii 40 
26, 30 
i 155 
i 258 
i 258 

Steven, Rev. James, ("the calf,") 
Stewart, Alexander G., death of, ... 
Stewart, Mrs., of Afton, 
Stewart, Mrs., of Stair, 159, 319 
Stewart, Mrs. Dugald, author of 
Stewart, Prof, Dugald, 

" The tears I shed," i 292 
i 342, 360; ii 131 



Stewart, Polly, heroine of song, 
Stewart, Peter, editor of Star, 

18 

Stirling, lines written on window of Inn at, 
Stool of repentance, ... 
Strathallan, Viscount, escape of, ... 
Struthers, John, sequel to "Willie brewed," etc., 
"Susie, sentimental sister," 

Vol. Page 
ii 32, 3f5 

ii 153, 321 
ii 309, 310 
.. ii 420 

211 
268 
178 

Sylvander, origin of nom de plume, 
Syme, John, of Ryedale, ... . .. 

ii 431 
("Stamp Office Johnny" q. v.) 

T 
"Tam o' Shanter," lines omitted, ... 
" Tam Samson's Elegy," word altered, 1794, i 

1793, .. 
Task of the Superlatively Damned, 
Taxation increased, 1785, 
Tay, Burns on the, ... 
Templeton, the "Scottish Sims Reeves," i 277 ; 

Dumfries Volunteers," 
Terminations of Scots verbs, 
Theatre and Burns, ... 

i 353 
166; verse added, 

i 167 
ii 160 
ii 128 
i 371 

his singing of " The 
ii 123 
i 132 

ii 151, 156 
" The auld farmer's address 

altered, 1787, ... 
to his mare ~aggie," line 

"The braw wooer," line altered, ... ii 
"The Deuks dang o'er my Daddie," original words, 

62 
75 

325 
2,6 "The twa dogs," lines altered, .. 

"The vision," alterations, etc., i 44, 46, 48, 51 ; additional 
stanzas to, .. 158 

Thomson, Georgl', note on, i 375 ; his alleged meanness, ii 43; plan 
of his collection, ii 47 i Burn~' correspondence with Thomson 
garbled by Currie, ii 73 ; Burns' first contribution to, ii 84 ; 
his "improvements," ii 86; rejects "Down the burn, Davie," 
ii 95; his idea of a love song, ii 96 ; his critique on " On the 
seas and far away," ii 98; his fastidiousness, ii 84, 88, 105; his 
liberality compared with that of Johnson, ii 234 

Thomson, Peggy, of Kirkoswald,... 124, 188; ii 131 
Three lairds' lands charm, . . . .. . i 59 
Three luggies charm, .. i 60 
" Tibbie, I ha'e seen the day," omitted verse, i 236 ; additional 

verse, . . . ii 424 
Tinto hill, i 288 
" To a haggis," altered verse, 180 
"To a mountain daisy," line altered, 1787, 88 
Top-pickle charm, ... .. . . . . . . 54 
Town, word used to denote farm-steading, ii 24 
Town-life, effect on Burns' work, . . . ii l 
"Twal'-hunder linen," ii 399 
Twins, Burns' views on, ii 302 
Tytler, A. F., on" Tam o' Shanter," i 348, 356 
Tytler, Wm., ii 137; and old ballads, ii 352; lines omitted from addre~s 

to him, . . . ii 138 

u 
Unauthorised publications of Burns' works, ii 82, 175 
Unclaimed productions of Burns :-

"Auld Langsyne," ii 8; "A waukrife minnie," i 260; "Duncan 
Davison," i 217; "Eppie Adair," i 263; "Lady Mary Ann," i 313; 
"Merry ha'e I been teethin' a heckle," i 257; "My collier 
laddie," i 303 : " My Harry was a gallant gay," i 238 ; " Such a 
parcel of rogues in a nation," i 314; "The bonie lad," i 285; 



Vol. Page 

"The Captain's lady," i 247; "The captive ribband," i 251; 
"The cooper o' Cuddy," ii 15; "The dusty miller," i 215; 
"The gardener with his paid!e," i 242; "The highland lassie, 
O," i 208; "The lasso' Ecclefechan," ii 15; "'.L'he weary pund 
o' tow," i 297; "To daunton me," i 227; "What will I do gin 
my hoggie die?" i 212; "Ye Jacobites by name," i 307; "Young 
Jamie," ii 12; "Yourig Jockey,"... ... ... ... i 266 

Uncle Toby on "Pity for the devil," i 26 
Urbani, vocalist, ... ... ... ii HI 

Valedictory address of Burns, 
Variations, 
Vicarious wooing, 

v 

"ViRion, the," by Allan Ramsay, ... 
Volunteers, Burns' com:iection with, ii 123, 169; 

Dumfries Corps, 

w 

.. i 387 
(see Alterations). 

i 274 
... ... ii 5 

date of formation of 
... ii 123 

Waddell, Dr. P. Hately, on" Yon wild mossy mountains,"... i 288 
Walker, Professor, on "Epistle to James Smith," i 34; on "The 

gloomy night," .. . .. i 19:l 
Wallace, Sir William, the national hero, ... i 65, 157, 159 
"\Vap and rowe the feetie o't," words by Wm. Creech, ii 23 
War, Burns' detestation of, ... ... ... ... ii 89 
Water, scarcity in Edinburgh, 1788, ii 208 
Wee V ennel, Dumfries, . .. .. . ii 1 
\Veel-waled benisons of Burns, ii 123 
"We'll gang nae mair a roving," parody on, ii 422 
\Vest Highland tour of Burns, . . . . . . . . u 205 
Whelpdale, Mrs., .. . .. . .. . ... .. . (see "Chloria "). 
"Whistle, the," common blunder of editors, i 279; Burns' share in the 

revel, . . . . . . .. i 280-2 
" Whistle, and I'll come to you, my lad," two versions, i 204; ii 58 
" Whistle o'er the lave o't," line altered, i 250 
Whitefoords of Ballochmyle (Sir John and Maria), i 160, 259, 348 
Willi'-ms, Helen Maria, author of "Slow spreads the gloom," ii 346 
Williams, Mrs. Hugh, and Fergusson's monument, ii 136 
"Willie brewed a peck o' maut," sequel to, i 268 
Wilson, John-" Dr. Hornbook," i 137 
Wilson, John, vocalist, i 277; ii 96, 348 
Wilson, John, Burns' printer, i 130 
Wilson, Professor, i 373 ; on Prigs and '' The \Vhistle," i 280 ; remarks 

on Miss Davies, i 296 ; on "The Posie," i 308; on "Tam o' 
Shanter," ... i 349 

Wilson, Robert, Jean Armour's alleged sweetheart, 322 
Winnowing charm, ... 58 
Wise resolutions of Burns, . . . ii 115 
Wodrow, Rev. Dr., ... ii 192 
'Voodburn, David, ... ii 269 
Woodhouselee, Lord, ... . .. (see" A. F. Tytler"). 
Woods, William, the '' Scottish Roscius," ii 204 
Wordsworth on the" Epistle to J. Lapraik," i 109 

y 

Yarmouth, Countess of, 
Young, James, of Cumnock, ... 
Young's "Night Thoughts," quoted, 
"Young Peggy," original of " Ye banks and braes," 

ii 378 
ii 211 
i 195 

199 
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX 
OF THE AIRS ASSOCIATED WITH BURNS' SONGS 

AS GIVEN IN THE KILMARNOCK EDITION. 

A rosebud by mv early walk, 
Afton Water (see note), 
Aikendrum (see note), 
Allan Water, .. 
An gille dubh ciar dhubh, 
Andro and his Cutty Gun, ... 
Auld Lang Syne (see note), 
Auld Sir Symon, 
Ay waukin' O, 

Bab at the Bowster (see note), 
Balinamona ora, 
Banks of Banna (see note), ... 
Banks of Spey, 
Bhannerach dhon na chri, ... 
Birks of Abergeldie, ... 
Black Joke, .. . . .. 

A 

... 

B 

Yo!. Page 
230 
319 

ii 246 
ii 57 

210 
226 
324 

ii 179 
240; ii 111 

ii 15 
ii 79 
ii 224 

228 
220 
206 

ii 425 
Boddich na 'mbrigis, or Lord Bredalbane's March, 
Bonie Dundee, ... i 

257 
202; ii 48 

Bonie Peggy Ramsay, 
Bonie Wee Thing, 
Braes o' Balquhidder, 
Buy Broom Besoms, ... 

Ca' the Ewes, 
Can ye labour lea (see note), 
Captain Cook's Death, 
Captain O'Kean, 
Carron Side, ... 
Cameronian Rant, 
Cauld Kail, 
Chevey Chase, 
Clout the caudron, 
Collier's Dochter, 
~oolum (see note), 
Corn Rigs are Bonie, 
Craigie-Burn Wood, .. 
Crowdie, 
Cumnock Psa.lms, 

Dainty Davie, 
Deil tak' the wars, 
Druimion dubh, 
Duncan Davidson, 
Duncan Gray, 
Dusty Miller, ... 

c 

D 

ii 245 
i 292 

232 
ii 389 

256 
ii 8 

261 
ii 72 
i 275 
i 264 

... i 232 ; ii 49, 50, 59 
ii 219 
ii 183 
ii 97 
ii 71 
i 123 

..i 274;ii 52 
ii 246 
ii 5 

i 242 ; ii 60, 61 
ii 101, 102 
.. i 225 

... i 217; ii 87 
ii 47 

215 
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E 
Vol. Pa.ge 

East nook o' Fife, 260 
Ettrick Banks, ii 119 

F 
Failte na miosg, 253 
Fee him, Father, ii 62 
Finlayston House, i 258 
For a' that, and a' that, ii 185, 382 
Fy, let us a' to the bridal, ii 384 

G 
Gaelic Air, 225 
Gaelic Air, 251 
Gaelic Air, 252 
Gaelic Air (see note), 296 
Gaelic Air, 303 
Galla Water, ... 379 
Gilderoy, 126 
G illiecrankie, ... 185; ii 274 
Go from my window, love, go, ii 395 
Good-night and joy be wi' you a', ... 127 

H 
Had I the wyte ? ii 10 
Hey, tuttie taitie, 223; ii 63 
Here awa', there awa', i 377 
Highland Laddie, ii 30 
Highlander's Lament, i 238 
Hughie Graham, ii 90 
Humours of Glen, ii 67 

I 
I had a horse, I had nae mair, 124, 291; ii 259 
I love my Love in secret, ... i 237 
I'll gar a' your ribbons reel, lass, 291 
If he be a butcher neat and trim, ... ii 254 
I'm owre young to marry yet, i 205 
Invercauld's Reel, 235 

J 
Jackie Burne's Lament, ii 88 
Jamie, come try me, ... 245 
Jockey's Grey Breeks, i 191 
John Anderson, my Jo, 254; ii 112, 259 
John, come kiss me now, i 276 
Johnny M'Gill, 238 
J oily Mortals, fill your glasses, ii 186 

K 
Katherine Ogie, ii 54 
Killiecrankie, ... ii 370 

L 
Laddie, lie near me, ... 241; ii 112 
Laird o' Cockpen, air of, i 299 
Lcezie Lindsay, ii 16 
Let me in this ae night, ii 108, 109 
Loch Eroch-side, 199; ii 53 
Logan Burn, ... ... ii 38 

c 
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Logan Water, ... 
Lord Elcho's Favourite, 
Low down he's in the broom (see note), 
Lumps o' Pudding, ... 

M'Gregor of Roro's Lament, 
M'Pherson's Farewell, ... 
l\fa$gy Lauder, 
MaJor Graham, 
Marian's Dream, 
Marry Katie, ... 

M 

Mary's Dream, . . . . . . . .. 
Miss Admiral Gordon's Strathspey, 
Miss Muir, 
Morag, ... ... ... ... . .. 
My Lady's Gown there's gairs upon't, 
My Johnie's Grey Breeks (see note), 
My jo, Janet, ... 
My Lodging is on the cold ground, 
My Love is lost to me, 
My Love, she's but a lassie yet, 
My Nannie's awa' (see note), 
MyNanie, 0, ... .. 
My wife's a wanton wee thing, 

Nancy's to the Greenwood, ... 
N 

Neil Gow's Lamentation for Abercairny, ... 

0 
0 an' ye were dead, gudeman, 
0 can ye sew cushions? .. . 
0 this is no my ain House, .. . 
On a Bank of Flowers, 
Oran an Aoig,... . . 
0 wert thou in the cauld blast(see note on 3 airs), 
Oran-gaoil, ... . ... 
O'er the hills and far away, 

Prepare, my dear brethren, &c., 
Push about the J orum, 

Queen o' the Lothians, 

Rattlin' Roarin' Willie, 
Rinn m' eudial mo mhealladh, 
Robin Adair, 
Robin shure in Hairst,. 
Rory Dall's Port, 
Roslin Castle, 
P.othemurche's Rant, 
Roy's Wife, 
Ruffian's Rant (Roy's Wife), 

Saw ye my Father, .•. 

p 

Q 

R 

s 

Vol. Page 
ii 89 
i 277 
ii 4 
ii 68 

224 
i 207 

201; ii 402 
ii 323 
ii 287 
ii 27 
ii 401 
i 248 

296 
214; ii 73 

ii 242 
ii 17 
ii 65 
ii 103 
i 250 

244 
ii 71 

188 
ii 86 

ii 66 
234 

ii 7, 181, 260 
ii 19 
ii 77 
i 24.~ 

318 
ii 125 
ii 95 

ii 23, 98 

i 194 
ii 123 

ii 74 

233 
i 295 

ii 57, 94 
ii 236 
i 294 
i 193 

ii 104, 114 
ii 69 

218 219 

ii 96 



Scots Queen, ... 
Seventh of November, 
Shawnboy, 
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Shean Ttews, same as " Whistle o'er the Lave o't," 
Sodger Laddie, 
Stra.tha.lla.n's Lament, 

The Banks o' Doon (see note), 
The Bob of Dunblane, 

0

The Caledonian Runt's Delight, 
The Carlin of the Glen, 
The Carls o' Dysart, 
The Drummer (see note), 

T 

The Flowers of Edinburgh (see note), 
The Gardener's March, 
The Highland Lassie, 0, . . . .. . 
The King o' France, he rade a race, 
The Lass o' Livingston, 
The Lea Rig (see note), 
The lovely Lass of Inverness, 
The Mill Mill 0, 
The Moudiewort, 
The mucking o' Geordie's byre, 
The Northern Lass, ... 
The Peacock, ... 
The Ploughman, 
The Quaker's Wife, 
The Reel o' Stumpie (see note), 
The Tailors' March, ... 
The Shoemakers' March, 
The Soldiers' Joy, .. 
The Sow's Tail to Geordie, ... 
The Sutor's Dochter (see note), 
The \Yeaver and his Shuttle, 0, 
The Weavers' March (see note), 
There was a pretty May (see note), 
Three gude fellows (see note), ... ... . .. 
Therf''ll never be peace till Jamie comes ha.me, ... 
To the Weavers gin ye go, ... 

Up and waur them a', Willie, 
Up in the morning early, ... 

Wandering Willie (see note), 

u 

w 
'Wee Totum Fogg (see note), ... ... 
We'll ganii: nae mair to yon town (see note), 
We're a' Noddin, ... 
Wha wad na fecht for Charlie (see note), 
What will I do gin my Hoggie die? 
When she cam hen she hobbit, 
Whistle and I'll come to you my Lad, 
Whistle o'er the Lave o't, .. . .. . 
Willie brew'd a peck o' maut, 
Will ye go to the Ewe·buchts, 

y 
Y e're welcome Charlie Stewart, 
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THE MERRY MUSES OF CALEDONIA. 

APART from his genius, Robert Burns is the most 
prominent figure of his time in the history of the 
ballad and song literature of Scotland. The extent, 

variety, and accuracy of his knowledge in this particular walk 
is the more remarkable when it is considered that few facilities 
existed in his day for the study of the subject; and these 
were, moreover, so fragmentary and loosely connected as to 
be almost valueless. In fact, the literature of Scottish song 
can scarcely be said to have made a beginning till after the 
second decade of the eighteenth century, when Allan Ramsay 
gave an impetus to the native lyric, which continued through 
the Jacobite period, reached its culmination in the era of 
Burns, and can scarcely be said to have yet expended itself. 
Previous to this date D'Urfey had published his bastard 
Anglo-Scottish productions, which are valuable chiefly as a 
repository of imitation and parody, indicating the popular taste 
of the time. The ancient Scots " Makaris " eschewed the 
lyric as unworthy of their muse ; and at a later period the 
clergy set their faces. steadfastly to destroy the indigenous 
growth of song by the substitution of "gude and godlie 
ballates," which, whatever may be thought of them otherwise, 
served the good end of preserving the old titles and measures. 
Neither by sacred bell nor secular bill can such a natural 
outcome of human nature be suppressed, or even long restrained. 
Cropped at the surface, the national poesy struck its roots 
into the subsoil and became a wilding of bye-paths and shady 
places, of vigorous growth, rank, and luxuriant. There Burns 
found it; tended, pruned, engrafted, and transplanted it; till, 
from the corrupted and corrupting stock of ribaldry, obscenity, 
and licentiousness, he feasted the world with the fruits of 
Hesperides. He employed no labourer; he did the navvy 
work himself. Small wonder is it, then, that the skirts of 
his mantle shew some traces of the scavenger work which 
was the self-imposed task of his life. On this point, Robert 
Chambers, in his Life and Works of the Poet, out of the 
fulness and ripeness of his knowledge, writes :-
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"With a strange contradiction to the grave and religious character 
of the Scottish people, they possessed a wonderful quantity of indecorous 
traditionary verse, not of an inflammatory character, but simply ex
pressive of a profound sense of the ludicrous in connection with the 
sexual affections. Such things, usually kept from public view, oozed 
out in merry companies such as Burns loved to frequent. Men laughed 
at them for the moment, and in the sober daylight of next morning 
had forgotten them. When our poet was particularly struck by any 
freespoken ditty of the old school he would scribble it down and 
transfer it to a commonplace book. In time, what he thus collected 
he was led to imitate, apparently for no other object than that of 
amusing his merry companions in their moments of conviviality. . . 
· . I am, nevertheless, convinced that his'conduct originated mainly 
in nothing worse than his strong sense of the ludicrous. Of this, I 
venture to say, there could be no doubt entertained by the public if 
it were allowable to bring the proper evidence into Court. It is also 
to be admitted that, to heighten the effect, he was too apt to bring in 
a dash of levity respecting Scriptural characters and incidents-a kincl 
of bad taste, however, for which an example was set to him in the 
common conversation of his countrymen; for certain it is that the 
piety of the old Scottish people did not exclude a very considerable 
share of what may be called an unconscious profanity." 

In boyhood and early youth, we are told, he consumed with 
eager mind-hunger everything that partook of the complexion 
of his genius, and when the slender stores at his command 
were exhausted he betook himself to the volume of traditionary 
lore written on the memories of the men and women around 
him ; chronicling with faithful pen all their uncouth utterances 
-eliminating, restoring, amending-till the crooked was made 
straight and the rough places plain. Every one conversant 
with Burns' literary methods well knows that the discovery 
of a ballad or song in his autograph is no conclusive proof, 
per se, that he is the author of it. He was continually noting 
down every echo of the elder Scottish Muse that was carried 
to his ear, and "high-kilted was she," indeed, if her presentment 
everywhere is anything like an approximate portrait. All was 
fish that ?me into the net, to be preserved as suggestions for 
Johnson and Thomson in the private manuscript referred 
to, of which more anon. Copies of the more amusing 
"'Cloaciniads,"* however, were dispatched forthwith (yet not 
without the precaution of privacy) to the jesters of the 

• From Cloacina, a Roman goddess who presided over the Cloacae or public 
receptacles for the filth of the city. 

• 
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Crochallan Club,* or ha&tily jotted down for future reference 
on odd scraps of paper, as the old version of "Bonie Dundee" 
on the reverse of the Earl of· Buchan's letter in the Poet's 
Monument, Edinburgh, exemplifies; and these confidences, 
we do not hesitate to say, in not a few instances, have been 
since used in a way that is as disgraceful as 'it is dishonourable 
to all concerned. Nor can the dictum of any editor, however 
able and erudite, be accepted as final, unless some more 
satisfactory evidence is produced than the assumed Burns' 
fiav-0ur of the ballad or song itself. Yet, in face of these 
considerations, many pieces-and these mostly of the objec
tionable sort-have passed into currency as compositions of 
Burns, whose claims to that distinction rest solely on evidence 
of the flimsy character indicated. Even such a strong pre
sumption of authenticity as unchallenged publication during 
the Poet's lifetime is open to grave suspicion, seeing that he 
himself thus writes to Thomson in November, 1794 :-

"I myself have lately seen a couple of ballads sung through the 
streets of Dumfries with my name at the head of them as the author 
though it was the first time I had ever seen them." 

Thomson himself (Sept., 1793,) falls into the error of 
supposing that the free-spoken ditty, "The other night with all 
her charms," was an original production, for he wrote upon the 
margin the words, "Unpublishable surely," though the truth is 
that Burns quoted it from the D'Urfey collection. A more 
mischievous sort of evidence is that which is based on the 
contents of certain old publications, upon which the flight of 
time has conferred that arbitrary authority usually associated 
in the popular mind with "gude black prent." It is one of 
these whose title appears as the heading of this paper, and 
which may be said to embrace the whole subject, that we 
propose to examine in the light of the information we have 
been enabled to collect. 

* For the benefit of the general reader it may be as well here to remark that 
a short time before Burns' introduction to Edinburgh society, William Smellie, Lord 
Newton, Charles Hay, and a few more wits of the Parliament House, had founded 
a convivia.l club ca.lled "The Crochallan Fencibles" (a mock allusion to the 
Buonaparte Volunteer movement), which met in a tavern kept by a genial old 
Highlanclman named " Daunie Douglas," whose favourite song " Cro Chali~n" 
suggested the dua.l designation of the Club. Smellie introduced Burns as a member 
in January, 1787. Cleghorn a.lso appears to have been on the muster-roll of this 
rollicking regiment, which supplies a key to much of Burns' correspondence with 
him. How the revelry of the boon companions was stimulated and diversified may 
be as easily imagined as described • 

• 



At the outset, it may be intere~ting to enquire as to the 
sources of Burns' ballad lore apart from oral tradition. With 
the works of Fergusson and Ramsay he was specially familiar, 
and his writings also testify that the English poets and 
dramatists were not unknown to him, but these must be 
adjudged indifferent aids in his researches. D'Urfey's Pills to 
Purge Melancholy was published in 1719; Ramsay's Tea-Table 
Miscellany in 1724; and William Thomson's Orpheus Caledonius 
about the same date. Previous to these, however, the Watson 
Collection was in circulation, having been published in 1709. * 
Of the last-named work, Burns says that it was "the first of its 
nature which has been published in our own native Scots 
dialect." A Collection of Loyal Songs, Poems, &c., is referred 
to by Stenhouse as having been published in 17 50, and the 
following year Yair's Charmer was issued. The Blackbird, 
edited by William Hunter, appeared in 1764; Bishop Percy's 
Reliques, 1765; the Dublin Collection in 1769; and Herd's 
Scottish Songs, Heroic Ballads, &c. (referred to by Burns 
as TfTotherspoon's Collection), in 1776.t Nearer the close 
of Burns' career we find Pinkerton's Collection in 1786; 
Lawrie and Symington's Collection in 1791; Ritson's in 1794; 
and Dale's, which Robert Chambers assigns to a period 
anterior to Burns without mentioning the exact date. In this 
list, which does not pretend to be either absolutely accurate or 
complete, we have disregarded such collections as Oswald's· 
(1740), and MacGibbon's (1762), for the reason that they deal 
less with the poetical than the musical side of the subject. It 
is perhaps too much to say that Burns was conversant with 
the whole of these publications, but that he perused the pages 
of the more important of them is beyond a doubt. In the 
Thomson letter, (Nov., 1794,) already quoted from, Burns 
acknowledges receipt of Ritson's work, and goes on to say:-

"Desp11.iring of my own powers to give you variety enough in 
English songs, I have been turning over old collections to pick out 
songs of which the measure is something similar to what I want; and 
with a little alteration, so as to suit the rhythm of the air exactly, to 
give you them for your work. • . • . You may think meanly of 

* ClwiM Drollery: Songs and Sonnets, was pu blishecl in 1656 ; Westminster 
Drolleries, in 1672; and Merry Drollery, in 1691. These are more closely connected 
with English literature. 

t A first edition appears to have been issued in 1769. 



this one(' Dainty Davie'), but t:i.ke a look of the bombast origina.l and 
you will be surprised that I have ma.de so much of it." 

Some of his letters to Mrs. Dunlop are to the same effect. 
A thoroughly exhaustive examination demands that the annota
tor should have before him the contents at least of these old 
collections. But, in the absence of reprints, those of more 
remote date are so extremely scarce as almost to preclude the 
possibility of such a method of treatment. We are, therefore, 
left no choice but to utilise the material at our disposal as best 
we may, for the purpose of demonstrating that the association 
of Burns' name, either as author or editor, with the ribald 
volumes entitled "The Merry Muses," is not only an un
warranted mendacity, but one of the grossest outrages ever 
perpetrated on the memory of a man of genius. 

Allusion has already been made to the miscellaneous 
collection of old songs which Burns had preserved in a 
commonplace book during the Johnson-Thomson period of his 
career. Regarding this manuscript, the characteristic candour 
of his own testimony leaves little for others to say. In a letter 
to John M'Murdo, of date December, 1793, occurs the 
following passage:-

" I think I once mentioned something of a collection of Scots songs I 
have for some years been making; I send you a perusal of what I have 
got together. I could not conveniently spare them above five or six 
days, and five or six glances of them will probably more than suffice 
you. A very few of them are my own. When you are tired of them 
please leave them with Mr. Clint of the King's Arms. There is not 
another copy of the collection in the world, and I should be sorry that 
any unfortunate negligence should deprive me of what has cost me a 
good rleal of pains.'' 

This speaks for itself, and that right eloquently. The post
script to Thomson's letter of January 2oth, 1793, by the Hon. 
Andrew Erskine, throws such a strong sidelight on the environ
ment of Burns and one phase of the social life of his period, as 
to confer upon it a special title to quotation:-

"You kindly promised me, about a year ago, a collection of your 
unpublished productions, religious and amorous. I know from experi
ence how irksome it is to copy. If you will get any trusty person in 
l)umfries to write them over fair, I will give Peter Hill whatever he 
asks for his trouble, and I certainly shall not betray your confidence." 
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To this the obliging Poet replied, almost by return of post
" My most respectful compliments to the honourable gentleman who 

favoured me with a postscript in your last. He shall hear from me ancl 
receive his MSS soon." 

It would appear, however, that he had become aware of the 
peculiar tastes of this class of correspondent as early as 1787 · 
On November 6th, of that year, he writes to James Hoy, 
Gordon Castle, in the following terms:-

"Johnson sends the books by the fly, as directed, and begs me to 
enclose his most grateful thanks. My return I intended should have 
been one or two poetic bagatelles, which the world have (sic) not seen, 
or, perhaps, for obvious reasons, cannot see. These I shall send you 
before I leave Edinburgh. They may make you laugh a little, which, 
on the whole, is the best way of spending one's precious hours and still 
more precious breath; at any rate they will be, though a small, yet a 
very sincere mark of my respectful esteem for a gentleman whose 
further acquaintance I should look upon as a peculiar obligation." 

Probably the religious and amorous "bagatelles" here referred 
to were pieces after the manner of "The Court of Equity," 
composed in 1786, which is not so superlatively glaring in 
colouring as its t"n camera character would lead one to suppose. 
The effusions forwarded to his boon companions of the Croch
allan Club were more of the nature of replies to solicitations 
than voluntary offerings on his part; besides, the membership 
of that Club ought to be studied before the application of 
individual strictures. In 1793 he thus writes to Cleghorn:-

"For you I make a present of the following new edition of an old 
Cloaciniad song, a species of composition which I have heard you 
admire, and a kind of song which I knew you wanterl much. It is 
sung to an old tune something like " '.l.'ak your auld cloak about ye." 

* * 

There was twa wives, and twa witty wives, 
Sat o'er a stoup o' brandy. 

* * * * * * 
God speed the plough, and send a good seedtime. Amen! Farewell!" 

That is the beginning and end of this "old Cloaciniad," for 
we can find no trace of it in any of the collections we have 
examined ; yet it is not unlikely that a new "find " in the 
manuscript way may add another mud-speck to the mantle. 
That he did not scatter these "bagatelles," as he calls them, 
broadcast with careless hand, is apparent from another letter 
to Cleghorn, dated 21st August, 1795.* 

* See also "Edinburgh Commonplace Book," 1787. 



"Inclosed you have Clarke's 'Gaffer Gray.' I have not time to 
copy it, so when you have taken a copy for yourself please return me 
the original. I need not caution you against giving copies to any 
other person. ' Peggy Ramsay ' I shall expect to find in ' Gaffer 
Gray's ' company when he returns to Dumfries." 

His own dispassionate opinion of these jeux d'espn"t will be 
found in detached notes scattered through his correspondence 
(to which we may have occasion to refer subsequently), but 
a sufficient idea of the inner workings of his mind can be 
gathered from his letter to Thomson of 18th May, 1796 :-

" When your Publication is finished I intend publishing a collection, 
on a cheap plan, of all the songs I have written for you-the Mttsettm, 
&c.-at least, of all the songs of which\! wish to be called the author. 
I do not propose this so much in the way of emolument, as to do 
justice to my Muse, lest I should be blamed for trash I never sa.w, or 
be defrauded by other claimants of what is justly my own." 

It must be matter of eternal regret that continuous physical 
suffering prevented the accomplishment of this intention. Two 
months afterwards the grave closed· over him, and he left his 
papers, as he left himself, in naked honesty to the world, 
without a shred of canting deceit or unctuous pretence to 
conceal the flaws of that defaced image which is the common 
heritage of humanity. When the shadow had fallen upon 
him, and "curst necessity " compelled him to implore the 
loan of five pounds, we have it on the authority of Professor 
Wilson that "a miscreant, aware of his poverty, made him an 
offer of fifty pounds for a collection"-this self-same manuscript 
collection-" which he repelled with horror." How, then, 
did it come to pass that the "horror" was re-enacted over 
his grave? The miserable story cannot be better told than 
in the unbiassed, sympathetic words of Robert Chambers:-

"Unluckily, Burns' collection of these facetire (including his own 
essays in the sa.me walk) fell, after his death, into the hands of one of 
those publishers who would sacrifice the highest interests of humanity 
to put an additional penny into their own purses ; and, to the lasting , 
grief of all the friends of our Poet, they were allowed the honours of 
the press. The mean-looking volume which resulted should be a 
warning to all honourable men of letterR against the slightest connection 
with clandestine literature, much more the degradation of contributing 
to it. It may also serve as a curious study to those who take a delight 
in estimating the possible v.i.rieties of intellectual mood and of moral 
sensation of which our nature is capable." 
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To this Scott Douglas adds :-* 

"In Dumfries he carefully kept the book under lock and key ; but, 
some years after his death, it fell into the hands of a person who 
caused it to be printed in a very coarse style, under the title of 'The 
Merry Muses of Caledonia,' post Svo, pp. 128. The Poet's name, 
however, is not on the title-page, nor indicated in ally way except by 
the unmistakable power exhibited in some of the pieces." 

From the character of the type employed this "mean-looking 
volume" must have been published circa 1800, but in the 
absence of any date on the title-page the exact year can only 
be guessed at. Perfect copies of it are now so rare that, 
although fragments have repeatedly come under our observation, 
we have only succeeded, after years of hunting, in obtaining 
a sight of one complete copy. t So far as our researches have 
gone it does not appear that this original " Crochallan" volume 
was ever reprinted. As was only to be expected, however, 
edition after edition of" Merry Muses,'' more or less spurious, 
was issued from the disreputable press in all parts of the 
kingdom, and sold privately for dishonourable gain. These, 
for the most part, are merely filthy receptacles for the floating 
obscenity of their periods, and bear the same relation to the 
" Crochallan " edition as they do to the other sources of 
impurity which they laid under contribution. Despite the 
nausea-trending closely on the physical-which is apt to be 
engendered even in minds not over fastidious by a critical 
study of literature of the sort, we have contrived to sift 
no fewer than seven of these editions, inclusive of reprints. 
It now devolves upon us to give some account of their 
appearance and contents; and this we shall best accomplish 
by first of all enumerating them, and then proceeding to as 
much detail as may be deemed necessary. Our space will 
not permit of Jae-similes of the title-pages, but we trust the 
particulars given will suffice for identification. On every one 
of them appears a doggerel stanza, beginning :-

"Say, Puritan, can it be wrong, 
To dress plain truth in witty song?" 

which, for obvious reasons, we do not quote in its entirety. 

•Paterson'• Ed.: Vol. ii, p. 47. 

t The copy referred to is in the collection of Mr. W. Craibe Angus, Glasgow, 
who kindly placed it at our disposal. It is the only complete copy of the original 
edition known to exist, and was at one time the property of Mr. W. Scott Douglas, 
as the manuscript notes in his hand testify. 
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A more or - less correct idea of the title page of the 
" Crochallan " edition may be gathered from the following 
arrangement of type:-

THE 

MERRY 

MUSES 

OF 

CALEDONIA; 

A COLLECTION OF 

FAVOURITE SCOTS SONGS 

(Ancient ·-1,nd Modern), 

SELECTED FOR USE OF THE 

CROCHALLAN FENCIBLES. 

Say, Puritan, &c. 

No. II. curtails the title to "The Merry Muses-a choice 
Collection of Favourite Songs ; " and it bears on the lower part 
of the title page, "Dublin-Printed for the Booksellers-Price 
three shillings." There is no date. It measures 8 inches by 
4jf.* 

No. III. expands the title to "The Merry Muses-a choice 
collection of Favourite Songs Gathered From Many Sources
by Robert Burns-to which is added Two of his letters and a 
poem-hitherto suppressed-and never before printed." At 
the top of the title page is-" Not for maids, ministers, or 
striplings;" and at the bottom, "Privately Printed-(Not for 
sale)-1827." On the reverse appears, "Only 99 copies 
printed." This edition has also a preface of some length. It 
measures 6 ~ inches by 4*· 

No. IV. has the same title as No. II., but bears, " Dublin 
-Printed for the Booksellers-1832." It measures 5Ji inches 

by 3ts· 

* The measurements apply to the copies examined. 
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No. V. appears to be a reprint of No. IV., and bears, 

"Dublin-Printed for the Booksellers-Price four shillings." 

There is no date. It measures S* inches by 33( 

No. VI. is identical with II., IV., and V. It bears, 

"London-Printed for the Booksellers-1843." It measures 

6 Yz inches by 4. 

No. VII. is a reproduction of No. Ill. including the date, 

though it is evidently much more modern. It measures 7 

inches by 476. 

No. VIII. is another reproduction of No. III., evidently 

with the date falsified.* On the reverse of the title page, how

ever, is the addendum, "Only 90 copies printed," which is 

omitted in VII. 

From what has been already said, it will readily be perceived 

that the interest centres in the " Crochallan" volume. It is 

generally accepted as a reproduction in print of Burns' private 

manuscript ; but it need not be pointed out what a large 

demand this pretension makes upon our credulity in the 

absence of the slightest appearance of proof. The doubt 

is emphasised when the succeeding reprints and editions are 

compared with the original, the fact being that the tables of 

contents vary so much as to imply independent publication, 

and the absolute non-existence of a fountain-head common to 

all. We will, however, proceed upon no assumption, but take 

matters as they stand. Before presenting the details of the first 

edition, a few particulars of the other volumes in the preceding 

list may aid materially in the elucidation of the subject. 

The copy of No. II., which fell under our observation was, 

unfortunately, incomplete, 42 pp. being awanting out of a total 

of about loo. The new pieces are mostly of English and Irish 

origin, but the want of a table of contents rendered a correct 

list of these an impossibility. On the last page we observed a 

doggerel fragment on "Barm," which will be found in Herd's 

Collection. The old version of " Dainty Davie" given, is also 

printed in the same work in fragmentary form. An old Scots 

piece entitled "The Lang Dow,'' completes the list of interpola-

* The copy in our possession, jud~ini: from the type, binding, and spotless 
condition, has certainly been printed w1thm the last half-dozen years or so. 



34 

tions in this edition, so far as we had opportunity of noting 
them. Burns' name does not appear on any part of the fragment. 

No. III. is the most noteworthy edition after the "Crochallan" 
as may be inferred from the title page, on which, be it observed, 
Burns' name appears for the first time. In a somewhat lengthy 
and hotch-potch preface, most of which is taken from Robert 
Chambers without acknowledgment, the editor or compiler 
goes on to say:-

" This note is therefore written to point out Burns' share in this 
Collection of Merry Songs-a share which was chiefly that of collector, 
and not that of author; besides, to request of the limited number of 
antiquarian admirers, into whose hands the volume will find its way, 
that they will be careful of it, and keep it out of the way of youth, 
innocence, and beauty. To gratify the aforesaid antiquaries two letters 
of the Great Poet are now given for the first time, and also an un
published poem from the original manuscript in Burns' own writing." 

An attempt is made to separate the compositions ascribed 
to Burns from the rest of the rubbish, with the gratifying 
result that only twelve pieces, out of a total of eighty-two, are 
laid to the charge of the illustrious name under cover of which 
the sordid wretches hoped to drive a roaring "antiquarian " 
trade in all sorts of filth and abomination. The unpublished 
poem introduced with such a flourish of trumpets is "The 
Court of Equity," published privately in pamphlet form about 
1810, and of which the version given is both inaccurate and 
incomplete, as we have proved by comparing it with the 
Egerton MSS. in the British Museum. The letters are 
confidential communications, shamelessly filched from private 
repositories. One of them addressed to James Johnson, from 
Mauchline, 25th May, 1788, will be found in Paterson's Scott 
Douglas (Vol. v., p. 125), and also in Hately Waddell's edition 
(Special Correspondence, p. 79); the other has never been 
published under respectable auspices. Of the eighty-two 
pieces printed, no fewer than forty-two do not appear in the 
"Crochallan " edition; ·yet upon the fly title-page is printed the 
libel, "Burns' Merry Muses." And, further, to the unconscious 
discredit of the whole of his "antiquarian" discoveries, the 
anonymous scribbler confides, with charming simplicity, his 
utter ignorance of the subject by appending, at the conclusion 
of his laudable labours, the oracular remark:-" The foregoing 
completes the Merry Muses as originally collected by Burns." 
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The glozing hypocrisy of the whole performance reaches a 
climax, when, after submitting the old version of "John 
Anderson, my Jo," our penny-a-liner quotes two stanzas of 
Burns' version, and then eructates the following cant :-

" Where, in the English language, is there so pure and lovable a 
picture of happy wedded life? Reader, when you now know out of 
what mire the poet of Scotland had to pick up many of his best and 
purest lyrics, bless his memory that the legacy he left to the world 
was so rich, and pure, and precious." 

Following up our purpose, we submit the titles of the 
interpolated pieces :-* 

Parody on "Shepherds I have lost The Browns of Old England. 
my love." The Bumper Toast. 

A Sentimental Sprig. The Citadel. 
Botany Bay. The Goldfinch's Nest. 
Burlesque on "The Highland Grey John. 

Laddie." The Happy Bunter. 
Burlesque on "Stella." The Highland Laddie. 
Cupid's Frolic. The Irish Root. 
Darby's Key. The Little Tenement. 
Fanny's black. The Mouse's Tail. 
Green leaves on the Green, Oh! The Origin of Disease. 
Jack of all Trarles. The Pious Parson. 
John Anderson, my jo. (Burns' The Plenipotentiary. 

version). The Reels of Bogie. 
Langolee. The Ride to London. 
Court of Equity. The Tailor. 
Lucy and Kitty. The Vigorous Courtezan. 
Lullaby. The Wishes. 
My Angel, I will Marry thee. Toasts and Sentiments. 
Parody on" Corn Rigs." Una's Lock. 
Roger and Molly. Letter to Robert Ainslie (Mauch· 
The Bonniest Lass. line, March 3, 1788). 
The Bottle. Letter to James Johnson. 

It may be added that of the twelve songs ascribed to Burns 
four are to be found in his published works, and five are 
docketed "perhaps by Burns, but doubtful." When we find 
this generous guess hazarded on such a well-authenticated old 
production as "An'ra, and his cutty gun," we are justified in 
the conclusion that the compilation is mere guess-work from 
beginning to end. Taken at the worst, it must be matter 

*Indelicate titles have been altered or amended. 



of congratulation, coming from such a quarter, that the sum 
total of iniquity is set down at three songs net, out of seventy
eight-rather a slender pretext for hoisting such a sky-cleaving 
signboard. 

No. IV. calls for no remark beyond the table of contents, 
which includes twenty-six additions whose origin is unmistak
ably revealed in their titles:-
The Dispute. Hall and Doll. 
Parody on "Sweat's the love." 
The British Fair. 

The Parson and Clerk. 
Burlesque on the "Fair Thief." 
The Wedding Night. Fair lady lay. 

Gulliver in Lilliput. 
Blue Bells of Ireland. 
Paudieen O'Rafferty. 
The Friar. 
They all work. 
Would you do? 
Sheila-na-Guiry. 
Father Paul. 
Patrick Quimes. 

Comical Jack. 
A Tender Young Maid, 
The Double Blessing. 
Amoret and Phillida. 
Coxheath. 
A new way to pardon Sins. 
The Marriage Morn. 
The End. 
A Sweet Young Maid. 

In No. V. is incorporated "The tailor cam' tae clout the 
claes," which appears in Herd's Collection, 1776. 

No. VI. closely follows V., but contains three additional 
pieces:-

The Gipsy Girl. 
Here's a Bumper to her. 
Fanny is the Girl for me. 

On every page is printed "Burns' Merry Muses," which entitles 
it to the distinguished honour of being the most villainous 
edition that has ever appeared. 

The other volumes, being reprints pure and simple, need 
not be dwelt upon. Though our list is probably far from being 
complete, sufficient data will be found in the foregoing for an 
estimate of the amount of "trash he never saw," which has 
been foisted on the name of Burns in the interests of a nefarious 
trade, which is quite on a level with selling his bones for manure. 

Having thus cleared the way, it remains for us to examine the 
" Crochallan" volume, the contents of which are as follow :-* 

1.-Anna. 3.-Andrew and his cutty gun. 
2.-As I cam' o'er the Cairney 4.-As I cam' down yon waterside. 

Mount. 5.-Act sederunt o' the Session. 

* See footnote on titles, supra. 
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6.-As !looked o'er yon castle wa'. 48.-Ken ye na our lass Bess? 
i.-Blythe Will and Bessie's 49.-Poor bodies dae naething. 

Wedding. 50.-She's hoy'd me out o' Lauder-
8.-Brose and Butter. dale. 
9.-Cuddy the Cooper. 51.-Supper is nae ready. 

10.-Comin' o'er the hills o' Conpar. 52. -She gripet. 
ll.-Comin' thro' the rye. 53.-She rose and loot me in. 
12.-Come cowe me, Minnie. 54.-Soldier laddie. 
13.-Come rede me, dame. 55.-The marauder. 
14.-Duncan Maclearie. 56.-The lasso' Livisto11. 
15.-Duncan Davison. 57.-The Patriarch. 
16.-Dainty Davie. 58.-The Case of Conscience. 
17.-Duncan Gray. 59.-The Trogger. 
18.-Errock Brae. 60.-The reel o' Stumpie. 
19.-Ellibanks and Ellibraes. 61.-The Jolly Gauger. 
20.-For a' that an' a' that. 62.-The bower of bliss. 
21.-Godly Girzie. 63.-The yellow, yellow yorlin'. 
22.-Green grow the rashes, 0. 64.-The simmer morn. 
23.-Green grow the rashes, O. 65.-Theytookmetothehalyband. 

(another version). 66. -The ploughman. 
24.-Gie the lass her fairin'. 67.--The Moudiewark. 
2,'}.-Had I the wyte? 68.--The mill, mill, 0. 
26.-How can I keep my honour? 69. - The Cooper o' Cuddy. 
27.-Here's his health in water. 70.-Therecam'acadgerouto' Fife. 
28.-He began and she began. 71.-The Cooper o' Dundee. 
29.-1 rede ye, beware. 72.-The rantin' dog, the daddie o't. 
30.-1 am a bard. 73.-There's something there. 
31.-John Anderson, my Jo. 74.-The la.11sie gath'rin nits. 
32.-Jocky is a bonny lad. 75.-The linkin' laddie. 
33. -Jenny Macraw. 76. -Our gudewife ga.ed o'er to Fife. 
34.-Johnie Scott. 77.-Tweedmouth Town. 
&3.-Logan Water. 78.-The sodger laddie. 
:l6.-My ain kind dearie. i9.-Would you act so? 
:li.-My auntie Jean held to the 80.-Will ye na, can ye na, let 

shore. me be ? 
38.-Muirland Meg. 81.-Wha.'ll kiss me now? 
39.-Mywife'sa.wa.ntonweething. 82.-Wha the deil can hinder? 
40.-Madgie cam'. 83.-We're a' gaun southie, 0. 
41.-The Nine will please. 84.-Whistle o'er the lave o't. 
42. -N aething there. 85.-Wha is that at my bower door. 
43. -Our gudewife's sa.e modest 86. - Ye hae lien wrang, lassie. 
44.-0 saw ye my Maggy? 87.-Yes, yes, yes, lassie. 
45.-0 gat ye me wi' naething? 88.-Ye'se get a place to hide. 
46.-0 can ye labour lea.'? 89.-Yestreen I had a pinto' wine. 
47.-0ur John. 90.-0, gin I had her. 

That is 90 pieces in all; but deducting the double titles 
41 and 13, 9 and 69, 54 and 78, 1 and 89, 4 and 68, 
we have in reality 85 individual compositions. Of these, no 

D 



reprint or subsequent edition which we have examined con

tains more than forty, a fact which effectually disposes of 

any pretensions they may have to be placed on the same 

plane with the volume which is assumed to represent the 

original- manuscript. Proceeding to analyse the table of 

contents we find, firstly, that .fifteen of the compositions appear 

in one or other of the published editions of the poet's works; 

the more rare, in the Kilmarnock edition of Scott Douglas, of 

which a detailed index is given at the beginning of the present 

volume. Though more or less amended in word or phrase, 

these still retain sufficient of their original character upon which 

to found a judgment. The pieces included in this category 

are, 1, 2, 25, 27, 29, 30, 37, 54, 55, 60, 61, 69, 72, 84, and 85. 

Upon the remaining seventy it would be rash to give an ex 

cathedra deliverance till a complete collection of the old works, 

formerly referred to, supplies whatever recoverable data may be 

awanting.* Scott Douglas (Vol. II., p. 342, Kilmarnock Ed.) 

gives it as his opinion "that about one-third of them are certainly 

by Burns," meaning thereby, one-third of the whole collection. 

Alongside of this falls to be placed Burns' own declaration, " A 

very few of them are my own." It will also have been 

observed that the same authority, in the quotation already 

given, states that Burns' authorship is not "indicated in any 

way except by the unmistakable power exhibited in some of the 

pieces." Now, with all due deference to that able and pains

taking editor, we cannot help thinking that this is a very loose 

and unguarded way of dealing with such a question, inasmuch as 

his readers are left to guess both the exact number of the 

ascribed pieces and their precise character. Nor can we accept, 

in blind faith, any judgment based on the shifting sand of the 

"power exhibited in some of the pieces." It may be that he 

had more evidence before him when he wrote than we are 

cognisant of, but we have searched his works in vain for any 

indications of it, and we cannot concede the infallibility of any 

man's Burns' instinct. Thrown back on our own resources, 

we propose to put Burns himself in the witness-box with the 

intention of seeing what we can glean from his own confessions 

and self-abnegating admissions. In his last affecting interview 

with Maria Riddel, Professor Wilson says:-
"He expressed deep contrition for having been betrayed hy his 

-,•See Kilmarnock Edition, Yo!. II., p. 343. 
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inferior nature and sympathy with the dissolute, into impurities in 
verse, which he knew were floating about among people of loose lives, 
and might, on his death, be collected to the hurt of his moral character. 
Never had Burns been 'hired minstrel of voluptuous blandishment,' 
nor by such unguarded freedom of speech had he ever sought to corrupt, 
but in emulating the ribald wit and coarse humour of some of the womt 
old ballads current among the lower orders of the people, of whom the 
moral and religious are often tolerant of indecencies to a strange degree, 
he felt he had sinned against his genius." 

So far as we have come in the investigation, it must be clear 
to the unprejudiced that he has been more sinned against 
than sinning. The testimony of such a man as Robert Burns, 
on anything affecting himself, is worth a library of conjecture 
or critical gymnastics. With him the unpardonable sin was the 
sin of lying; therefore let the truth be spoken as the best 
means of rebutting the falsehoods and misrepresentations 
which, like fungus growths, have gathered round the musty 
nastiness of the publications we have pilloried. 

On Sept. 3, 1786, Burns quotes a stanza of the old, indelicate 
version of "Green Grow the Rashes, 0," in a letter to John 
Richmond. Concerning his own version he writes to Thomson 
in April, 1793:-

" At any rate, my other song, 'Green Grow the Ra.shes, will 
n~ver suit. The song is current in Scotia.ml under the old title, and to 
the merry old tune of that name, which of course would mar the 
progress of your song to celebrity." 

His satirical proclamation of "a certain nefarious, abomin
able, and wicked song or ballad, a copy whereof we have 
enclosed," addressed to William Chalmers and John M'Adam, 
is dated from Mauchline, Nov. 20, 1786. (Paterson's Ed., 
Vol. V., p. 163.) 

In November, 1791, he writes to Ainslie:-
" I began "Elibanks and Elibraes," but the stanzas fell unenjoyed 

and unfinished from my listless tongue." 

During the Ellisland period ( 1788-91) he wrote the following 
letter to Wm. Stewart, Closeburn Castle, with no further indica
tion of date than-

" ELLISLAND, WEDNESDAY EVEN." 

"I go for Ayrshire tomorrow, so cannot have the pleasure of meeting 
you for some time, but anxious for your spiritual welfare and growth 
in grace, I enclose you the Plenipo. You will see another, ' The 
Bower of Bliss,' 'tis the work of a Revd. Doctor of the Church of 
Scotland.-Would to Heaven a few more of them would turn their 
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fiery zeal that way. There they might speml their Holy fury, and 
show the tree by its fruits!!! There the inbearing workings might 
give hopeful presages of a new birth!!!! The other two are by the 
author of the Plenipo, * but ' The Doctor' is not half there, as I have 
mislaid it.-I have no copies left of either, so must have the precious 
pieces back again.-! am, ever your oblid. hum. servt., 

ROBT. BURNS." 

This letter does not appear in any published edition. There 
is little doubt, however, of its authenticity. (See N. and Q., 
6th S., July 3oth, 1881 ; also "Notes and Queries" and 
"Additional Letters " in the present volume.) 

On the subject of the tippling ballad-" Poor bodies dae 
naething," we have, in a letter to Cleghorn, 12th Dec., 1792-

" By our good friend Crosbie I send you a song, just finished this 
moment. May the -- follow with a blessing. Amen ! " 

To Graham of Fintry he writes on the same subject, January 
5th, 1793 ;-

"A tippling ballad which I made on Prince of Brunswick's breaking 
up his camp, and sung one convivial evening, I shall likewise send you, 
sealed up, as it is not for everybody's reading. This last is not worth 
your perusal; but lest Mrs. Fame should, as she has already done, use 
and even abuse her old privilege of lying, you shali be the master of 
e\·erything, le pour et le contre, of my political writings and conduct." 

Of this ba.llad he sent a copy to Thomson in July, l 794 :
"The needy man who has known better times can only console 

himself with a song, thus,-
While princes and prelates and hot-headed zealots, 
A' Europe had set in a low, a low, &c. 

On October 25th, 1793, he wrote in Tollicking vein to 
Cleghorn:-

"From my late hours last night, and the dripping fogs and damn'd 
east wind of this stupid day, I have left me as little soul as an oyster.
' Sir John, you are so fretful, you cannot live long.'-' Why, there 
is it! Come, sing me a bawdy song to make me merry!!' 

Act Sederunt o' The Session. 
Tune-' O'er the muir amang the heather.' 

* * * * * * * * 
\Vell, the Law is good for something, since we can make a bawdy 
song out of it. (N.B.-1 never made anything of it any other way.) 
. , . . . . Mair for token, a fine chiel-a hand-we.led friend and 
crony o' my ain got o'er the lugs in luve wi' a braw, bonie, fodgel 
hizzie frae the English siile, weel-ken'd i' the Burgh of Annan by 
the name o' ' Bouie Mary,' and I tauld the tale as follows :-(N.B.
"The choms is auld.) 

* A Captain Morris. 
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Come, cowe me Minnie, come cowe me. 
Tune-' My Minnie's aye glowerin' o'er me.' 

* * * * * * * * 
Forgive this wicked scrawl. Thine, in all the sincerity of a brace 
of honest port, R. B." 

It is in this effusion that he makes his striking confession of 
"original sin," a confession which does infinitely less than 
justice to himself, and whose uncompromising honesty must have 
sounded strangely in the ear of such a Father-confessor as 
Cleghorn. In April of the same year he writes to Thomson:-

"I have made one ('The gowden locks o' Anna'), a good while ago, 
which I think is the best love·song I ernr composed in my life, hut in 
its original state is not quite a lady's song. I enclose the original, 
which please present with my best compliments to Mr. Erskine, and I 
also enclose an altered, not amended copy for you, if you choose to set 
the tune to it, and let the Irish verses follow." ' 

In Sept., 1794, he refers to a couple of "Cloaciniads," in his 
letter to Thomson of that date:-

"Do you know, my Dear Sir, a blackguard Irish song call~d 
'Oonagh's Waterfall?' Our friend Cunningham sings it delightfully. 
The air is charming, and I have often regretted the want of decent 
verses to it. . • . . • If it does not suit you as an editor, you 
may be pleased to have verses to it, that you may sing it before ladies. 

. • . • . Do you know a droll Scots song, more famous for its 
humour than delicacy, called the 'Grey Goose and the Gled.'* Mr. 
Clark took down the notes (such as they are) at my request, which I 
shall give with some decenter verses to Johnson. Mr. Clark says that 
the tune is positively an old chant of the Romish Church, which 
corroborates the old tradition that at the Reformation the Reformers 
burlesqued much of t~e old church music with setting them to bawdy 
verses. As a further proof, the common name for this song is 'Cumnock 
Psalms.' As there can be no harm in transcribing a stanza of a psalm, 
I shall give you two or three; possibly the song is new to you. 

CUMNOCK PSALMS. 
As I looked o'er yon castle wa', 
I spied a grey goose and a gled, &c. 

* * * * * * * * 
So much for the psalmody of Cumnock ! " 

In another letter to George Thomson, dated Jany., 1795, 
after 'dilating on the difficulties attending original composition 
in the lyric field, he requests "leave to squeeze in a clever 
anecdote of my Spring originality:"-

" Some years ago, when I was young, and by no means the saint I 

* This is another title for No. 6 in table of contents given supra. 



42 

am now, I was looking over, in company with a belle-lettre friend, a 

magazine 'Ode to Spring,' when my friend fell foul of the recurrence of 

the same thoughts, and offered me a bet that it was impossible to 

produce an ode_ to Spring on an original plan. I accepted it, and 

pledged myself to bring in the verdant fields, the budding :flowers, the 

crystal streams, the melody of the groves, and a love story into the 

bargain, and yet be original. Here follows the piece, and wrote to 

music too! 
ODE TO SPRING. 

Tune-The Tither Morn. 

'Vhen maukin bucks, &c.* 

* * * * * * * * 
To "The Patriarch-A Wicked Song "-he appends the 

following ironical preface:-
" '.l.'he Publisher to the Reader. CourteouR Reader,-The following 

is certainly the production of one of those licentious, ungodly (too 

much-abounding in this our day) wretches, who take it as a compli

ment to be called wicked, provided you allow them to be witty. Pity 

it is that while so many tar-barrels in the country are empty, and so 

many gibbets untenanted, some example is not made of these 

pi;,o:lligates ! " 

This was first published by Robert Chambers, and inserted 

by Scott Douglas under date 1793, (Paterson's Ed., Vol. vi., 

p. 100.) There is such a family resemblance between it and 

the proclamation on the "Scoffing Ballad" as to give colour 

to the supposition that they both refer to the same production. 

Amongst Burns' MS notes in the Glenriddell copy of 

Johnson's Museum, we find many pregnant references to the 

old Scots songs which had passed under his editorial observa

tion, and from which we cull the following:.--

"The old set of the song ('She rose and loot me in'), which is still 

to be. found in printed collections, is much prettier than this; but 

somebody (I believe it was Ramsay) took it into his head to clear 

it of some seeming indelicacies, and made it at once more chaste 

and more dull." 

"There is another set of the words ('Saw ye nae my Peggie'), much 

older still, and which I take to be the original one, but though it has 

a very great deal of merit, it is not quite ladies' reading." 

"The old song(' The Lasso' Livingston'), in three eight-line stanzas, 

is well known, and has merit as to wit and humour, hut it is '.rather 

unfit for insertion. It begins-
The bonie Lasso' Liviston, 
Her name ye ken, her name ye ken ; 
And she has written in her contract; 
To lie her lane, to lie her Jane." 

* "Damon and Silvia" (see Paterson's Ed., Y ol. Ill., p. 17). 



43 

"Another 'Highland Laddie' is also in the Miiseum (Vol. v., No. 467). 
It is an excellent, but somewhat licentious song, beginning

, As I cam' o'er the Cairney Mount, 
And down amang the blooming heather,'" 

"A mutilated stauza or two ('Dainty Davie') are to be found in 
Herd's Collection, but the original song consists of five or six stanzas, 
an,l, were their delicacy equal to their wit and hnmour, they would 
merit a place in any collection." 

"The original ('The mill, mill, 0 '), or, at least, a song evidently 
prior to Ramsay's, is still extant. It runs thus

' As I cam' down yon water side, 
And by yon shielin-hill, 0, 
There I spied a bonie, bonie lass, 
And a lass that I lo'ed ri1tht wee!, 0. 

CHORUS. 

The mill, mill, 0, and the kill, kill, 0, 
And the coggin' o' Peggy's wheel, O ; 
The sack and the sieve, an' a' she clid leitve, 
For dancin' the miller's reel, O.' 

The second and fourth stanzas ('The tailor fell thro' the bed') are mine." 

''The original ('The Bobo' Dunblane ') I learned on the spot from my 
old hostess in the principal Inn there." 

"The old song with this title (' Eppie Macnab') has more wit 
than decency." 

His letter to Thomson of 7th April, 1793, is also highly 
instructive, as a few examples will show :-

"I remember two ending lines of a verse in some of the old songs 
of 'Logan Water' (for I know a good many different ones), which 
I think pretty-

'Now my clear la.cl maun face hh; faes, 
Far, far frae me and Logan Lraes. "' 

"'Banks of the Dee,'* leave it out entirely; 'tis rank Irish ; 
it is no more like a Scots air th:tu Lunardi's balloon is like Diogenes' 
tub. Let me recommend to you, in place of the blackguard 
Irish jig, our beautiful Scots air 'Saw ye na my Peggy.'" 

" The original song ' 'l'he mill, mill, 0,' though excellent, is, on 
account of delicacy, inadmissible ; still, I like the title, and think a 
Scots song would suit the notes best." 

These extracts do not by any means exhaust what Burns has 
written on the subject, but our space does not admit of more 
expansion. Nor can we, within the limits prescribed, refer at 
any length to other quotations, collaterally related to our 
subject, which, in a comprehensive view, are, perhaps, of no 
less importance. Scott Douglas (Paterson's Ed., Vol. V., p. 310) 
makes mention of "a lot of Pickering MSS 'doubtless yet in 

*Or ''Langolee." 
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existence," from which it may be inferred that he did not peruse 
them; we are therefore left to guess on what authority he 
ascribes "The Trogger" to Burns, a stanza of which he quotes 
in the same edition (Vol. III., p. 24 7 ). In the Kilmarnock 
Edition (Vol II. p. 417) he plainly informs his readers that he 
never saw these MSS, but that Mr Greenshields of Kerse, 
Lesmahago, had "kindly favoured him with transcripts of 
some, and interesting information regarding others." On 9th 
June, 1871, the same gentleman (he goes on to say) wrote to 
him in the following terms,-" On broad moral ground, I have 
just finished a bonfire of them ;-so here ends the matter." 
It is therefore a certainty that the Greenshields part of the 
Pickering collection is happily beyond recovery ; and all 
honour, we say, to Mr. Greenshields for his laudable sacrifice.* 
The editorial idiosyncrasies of Mr. Scott Douglas are so 
cm;rectly and pithily expressed by Dr. Adams in his valuable 
publication, Burns' Chloris, recently issued from the Glasgow 
press, that we need add nothing beyond recording our entire 
agreement with the views expressed. "The Jolly Gauger,"-an 
amended version of which he gives at p. 42 2 of Vol. II. of 
same edition-taken along with the surprisingly ungenerous note 
attached, is a signal example of the danger of allowing even 
such commendable qualities as conscientiousness and enthu
siasm to run riot. In Vol. II. (pp. 60 and 62, Paterson's Ed.) 
he refers to other two " Crochallan" songs-" The bonie 
Moor Hen,'' and" My Lord a-Hunting"-the former of which 
is mentioned in the Clarinda correspondence. What are we 
then to understand by "Crochallan " songs as distinguished 
from songs in the "Crochallan ''collection? Was this "mean
looking volume " a faithful reflection of the pilfered MS, or was 
it, like its successors, composed of garbled extracts eked out 
by the canticular obscenity of its time? These are questions 
which must be answered as a necessary preliminary to any 
trustworthy investigation. But, as we have proceeded-all along 
on the worst view of the case, it behoves us now to sum up the 
evidence. For the publication of that evidence we are not 
responsible; it has long been before the world, and we have 
only collated and focussed it. It appears, then, to be put 
beyond a doubt, that in addition to the pieces in the 

* See " Notes and Queries" in present volume. 
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"Crochallan" table of contents which are to be found m his 
published works, Burns wrote:-

The Patriarch. 
Poor Bodies dae Naething. 
Act Sederunt of the Session. 
Come, Cowe me, Minnie. 
Anna (unexpurgated verRio~). 
The Simmer Morn. 

-in all, six compositions, exclusive of ~'The Court of Equity," 
which did not find a place in the " Crochalk.n" volume. That 
he retouched some of the older anonymous songs is equally 
certain, but here the written record must be our only guide, 
lest imagination warp our judgment and we lend ourselves to 
injustice. \Vhen the manuscript resurrectionists have drawn 
his last "frailty from its dread abode," it will be time enough to 
appraise the true value of their latest achievements. From his 
tomb comes the lingering echo, "a very few of them are my 
own." Gainsay it who can. What more is there in that con
fession than half the world, were it only half as honest, could 
confess of the "original sin " of bachelor stories in bachelor 
clubs, the modern demand for prurient novels, and the insatiable 
curiosity that centres in the proceedings of the Divorce Courts? 
We have given but a glimpse of Burns' environment, which may 
be extended, if desired, by a study of contemporary literature. 
In conclusion, we may be permitted to say, that were the 
private confidences of either the celebrated or obscure of any 
age or time so ruthlessly violated as those of Burns have been, 
few would escape whipping. The purpose of this paper will 
have been served if it be the means of inducing the prejudiced 

·and ignorant to review the grounds of their opinions ; or of 
furnishing the Poet's admirers with a sufficiency of fact where
with to repel the calumnies and falsehoods which the cupidity 
of a few infamous publishers has heaped upon his name. 

D. M'NAUGHT. 



ADDITIONAL BURNS LETTERS. 

I N the last number of the Burns Chronicle I was able to 
show, in a paper on the editing of Burns' correspondence, 
how freely the earlier editors had altered or cut down 

the Poet's letters whenever, from one motive or another
sometimes, notions of propriety, and sometimes, ideas that they 
could improve upon the grammar or wording of the original

it seemed good to them so to do. In the present article I shall 
add to the store of Burns' letters not a few that are of consider
able interest, and shall give further proofs of the liberties taken 
by Currie and others, often without any indication of the 
changes they made. The letters dealt with in this paper are, 
for the most part, contained in a volume in the Laing Collection, 
in the Edinburgh University Library, to which my attention 
was drawn by the Rev. Eric Robertson ; the others are in the 
possession of Mr. Alfred Morrison.* 

The first of the papers in the Edinburgh University is a copy 
of a letter "To the Rev. Mr. Greenfield, inclosing two songs, 
the composition of two Ayrshire mechanics," dated December, 
1786, soon after Burns reached Edinburgh. The paper is 
endorsed "Burns: letters to several persons. Sent to Lady 
H. Don, 26th March, 1787;" and several phrases in the letter 
are, as was often the case, identical with passages in a letter to 
Mrs. Dunlop, of January 15, 1787 (Douglas' "Works of Robert 
Burns,'' iv., 192). The Rev. William Greenfield, Professor of 
Rhetoric, was one of the first of the literary circle of the city 
to make Burns' acquaintance. The poet spoke highly of him 
in his Journal, but his end was sad (Douglas, vi., 391-395). 
Lady Harriet Don-a "divine lady"-to whom Burns sent this 
paper, was sister to the Earl of Glencairn. 

To the Rev. William Greenfield, inclosing two songs, the 
composition of two Ayrshire mechanics. 

REVEREND Srn,-On raking the recesses of my memory the other 
day, I stumbled on two Songs which I here inclose you as a kind of 

* Most of the matter in this article was first published by me in the Scotsman 
for January 25, 1893. I am indebted to the editor of that paper for permission to 
1 eproduce the letters here, and to the editor of the B1trn• Chronicle for the oppor
tunity to give them a more permanent resting-place. Rome fresh letters, and 
portions of others, have been added iu the course of reviHion. 
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curiosity to a Professor of the Belle Lettres de la Nature, which, allow 
me to say, I look upon as an additional merit of yours; a kind of bye 
Professorship, not always to be found among the systematic Fathers 
and Brothers of scientific Criticism. They were the work of Bards 
snch as, I believe, I had better still have been. 

Never did Saul's armour sit so heavy on David when going to 
encounter Goliath, as does the encumbering robe of public notic~ with 
which the friendship and patronage of some "names dear to fame" have 
invested me. I do not say this in the ridiculous idea of seeming self
abasement and affected modesty. I have long studied myself, and I 
think I know pretty exactly what ground I occupy, both as a Man and 
a Poet ; and however the world, or a friend, miiy sometimes differ from 
me in that particular, I stand for it, in silent resolve, with all the 
tenaciousness of property. I am willing to believe that my abilities 
deserved a better fate than the veriest shades of life; but to be dragged 
forth, with all my imperfections on my head, to the full glare of learned 
and polite observation, is what, I am afraid, I shall have bitter reason 
to repent. 

I mention this to you, once for all, merely in the Confessor style, 
to disburthen my conscience, and that "when proud Fortune's ebbing 
tide recedes," yon may bear me witness, when my babble of fame was 
at the highest, I stood, unintoxicated, with the inebriating cup in my 
hand, looking forward, with rueful resolve, to the hastening time when 
the stroke of anxious calumny, with all the eagerness of vengeful 
triumph, should dash it to the ground.-! am, ever, &c. 

December, 1786. 

The next paper in the Edinburgh University illustrates 
Currie's methods. It is a draft, dated "Edinr., Feb.," of the 
letter to Mr. James Dalrymple, of Orangefield, which is given 
in Douglas' edition (iv., 168), with the conjectural date, Nov
ember 30, 1786. At the end of the first paragraph Currie 
omitted the following words:-"Or, to go farther back, as the 
brave but unfortunate Jacobite clans who, as John Milton tells 
us, after their unhappy Culloden in Heaven, lay 'nine times 
the space that measures day and night' in oblivious astonish
ment, prone, weltering on the fiery surge." At the end of the 
next paragraph the following words are suppressed, after 
"St. Peter's keys to":-" The h-ll-mouthing John Russell 
[Burns' 'Black Jock'] family prayers in the house of Orange
field, on another brace of bantlings to a certain Bard already 
overcharged with a numerous issue." The conclusion of the 
letter, too, is omitted:-" For the blind, mischief-making little 
urchin of a Deity you mention, he and I have been sadly at 
odds ever since some dog tricks he played me not half a cen-



tury ago. I have compromised matters with his godship of late 
by uncoupling my heart and fancy for a slight chase after 
a certain Edinr. belle. My devotions proceed no farther than a 
forenoon walk, a sentimental conversation, now and then 
a squeeze of the hand on interchanging au vieillade, and when 
peculiar good-humour and sequestered propriety allow
' Brethren, salute one another with a holy kiss.'-S. Paul. 

Kissin' is the key o' love, 
An' clappin' is the lock, 

An' makiu' o's the best thing 
That ere a young thing got. 

An auld sang o' my mither's.-1 have the honour to be," &c. 

This old song, with some alterations, Burns subsequently 
sent to Johnson for insertion in the Museum (Douglas, iii., 74). 

On the 3rd of May, 1787, Burns, about to set out on 
a Border tour, thanked Dr. Blair for his kindness, and sent a 
copy of Beugo's engraving of himself. In his reply, written 
next day (the letter is in Mr. Morrison's collection), Blair 
said, "Your situation, as you say, was indeed very singular, and 
in being brought out all at once from the shades of deepest 
privacy to so great a share of public notice and observation you 
had to stand a severe trial. I am happy that you have stood 
it so well, and as far as I have known or hear<l, though in the 
midst of many temptations, without reproach to your character 
and behaviour." This testimony respecting Burns' first winter 
in Edinburgh is of value. 

The next letter, which is without date, was so much altered 
by Currie that it will be best to print the whole as it stands 
in the MS. This is the important letter, addressed to the 
Earl of Glencairn, in January, 1788, in which Burns asked 
for his Lordship's interest to obtain a post in the Excise 
(Douglas, iv., 3 I 9) :-

MY LORD,-! know your Lordship will disapprove of my ideas in 
the request I am going to make to you ; but I have weighed my 
situation, my hopes, and turn of mind, and am fully fixed to my 
scheme if I can possibly effectuate it. I wish to get into the Excise. 
I am told that your Lordship's interest will ea.<iily procure me the grant 
from the Commissioners; and your Lordship's p~tronage and goodnes3, 
which have already rescued me from ob3cnrity, wretchedness, and 
exile, embolden me to ask that interest. You have put it in my power 
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to save the little home that sheltered an aged mother, two brothers, 
and three sisters from destruction. 

My brother's lease is but a wretched one, though I think he will 
probably weather out the remaining seven years of it. After what I 
have given and will give him as a small farming capital to keep the 
family together, I guess my remaining all will be a.bout two hundred 
pounds. Instead of begg'l.ring myself with a small, dear farm, I will 
lodge my little stock, a sacred deposit, in a banking-house. Extra.
ordinary distress, or helpless old age, have often harrowed my soul 
with fear; and I have one or two claims on me in the name of father. 
I will stoop to anything that honesty warrants to have it in my power 
to leave them some better remembrance of me th11.n the odium of 
illegitimacy. 

These, my Lord, are my viewd. I have resolved on the maturest 
deliberation; and now I am fixed, I shall leave no stone unturned to 
carry my resolve into execution. Your Lordship's patronage is by far 
the strength of my hopes ; nor have I yet applied to anybody else. 
Indeed, I know not how to apply to anybody else. I am ill qualified 
to dog the heels of greatness with the impertinence of solicitation, and 
tremble nearly as much at the idea of the cold promise as the cold 
denial; but· to your Lordship I have not only the honor and the 
happiness, but the plea.sure of being, my Lord, your Lordship's much 
obliged an.f deeply indebted humble servant, ROBT. Bu&Ns. 

P.S.-1 have enclosed your Lordship 'Holy Willie,' and will wail; 
on you the beginning of next week, as against then I hope to have 
settled my business with Mr. Creech. 

Burns was to receive one hundred guineas for the copyright 
of the poems published in 17S7, and on the 31st of March, 
17 88~the day upon which orders were issued from the Excise 
Office for the instruction of Burns in the art of gauging, &c.
he wrote to Creech from Mauchline :-

"As I am seriously set in for my farming operations, I shall need 
that sum your kindness procured me for my copyright. I have sent 
the line to Mr. John Somerville, a particular friend of mine, who will 
call on you; but as I do not need the sum, at least I can make a shift 
without it till then. Any time between now and the fir&t of May, as 
it may suit your convenience to pay it, will do for me." 

The money was paid on the 3oth of May (Douglas, v., 125). 
In the meantime Burns had decided to make Jean Armour 
his wife. 

February, 1789, saw the production of Burns' Address 
(signed "John Barleycorn") of the Scottish Distillers to the 
Right Hon. William Pitt (Douglas, v., 205). The original~ 
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or a copy of this piece, with the title "Address to the Right 
Honble. W-- P--, Esq., &c., &c., &c.," is in Mr. 
Morrison's collection. It will be sufficient to give the passages 
in which the MS. differs from the published version :-

Srn,---While pursy burgesses crowd your gates, sweating under the 
weight of heavy addresses, permit us, the late distillers, 
\Ve will have the merit of countenanciny our friends. • • . 
You are well acquainted, Sir, . . those who make the fatal 
experiment that we have done . . . • You will know that they 
likewise have their price . . At best, they are the compli-
ments of a wretch's friends on the morning of his execution ; they take 
a decent farewell, resign him to hi.~ fate, and hurry away from his 
approaching hour , . pointing him out those who are still 
more unhappy . . the triumph of your evil star has been 
exceedingly despiteful. At an age when other men are the votaries of 
pleasure or underlings in business, you had attained a British state~-
man's highest wish • . a union which should make them 
ever after one people . . the former should always enjoy 

. that branch of the revenue known by the name of the 
Excise . . . some invidions, powerful individuals • 
By this conspiracy we fell . . A number of (we will say it) 
respectable characters • We fell victims to the wishes of 
dark envy, and unprincipled ambition! Your foes, Sir, were a\·owed; 
they were too brave to take an ungenerous advantage; your defeat wa• 
in the face of day. Our enemies, to complete our overthrow, contrived 
to make tl:eir private trw,chery the villainy of a nation. Not content 
1vith their own guilt they made the Public i11fa11wus ! Your downfall only 
drags with you your friends and partizans : in our misery are more or 
less involved the most numerous and most useful part of the community 

when obtrusive memory presses bitterly on the sense, 
let that recollection come. Sir, like a healing angel • • • ·we 
have the honor to be, Sir, your grateful and sympathising humble 
servants. 

The next letter appears to have been sent to Lady Elizabeth 
Cunningham. It is in the Edinburgh University Library, 
together with the two that follow :-

• 
Ellisland, near Dumfries, 

2"2nd Janry., 1789 . 
MY LADY,-As the officious gratitutle of a poor creature, however 

it may be a little troublesome, can never be disagreeallle to a good heart, 
I have ventured to send your ladyship this packet. That from a dabbler 
in rhymes, I am become a professed Poet ; that my attachment to the 
).fuses is heated into enthusiasm ; that my squalid Poverty is changed 
for comfortable independance, is the work of your Ladyship's noble 
Family. \Vhether I may ever make my footing good, on any consider
able height of Parnassus, is what I do not know ; but I am determined 
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to strain every nerve in the trial. Though the rough material of fine 
writing is undoubtedly a gift of Genius, the workmanship is as certainly 
the united effort of labor, attention, and pains. Nature has qualified 
few, if any, to shine in every walk of the muses: I shall put it to the 
test of repeated trial whether she has formed me capable of distinguishing 
myself in any one. 

In the first great concern of life, the means, the means of supporting 
that life, I think myself tolerably secure. If my farm should not turn 

out well, which after all it may not, I have my Excise Commission in 
reserve. This last is comparatively a poor resource, but it is luxury to 
anything the first five-and-twenty years of my life taught me to expect; 
and I would despise myself, if I thought I were not capable of sacrificing 
one little liquorish gratification on the altar of lndependance. A little 
space of indolence excepted, I thank Heaven there is not any species of 
dissipation that I cannot set at defiance. The indolent reveries of a 
bemused mind are indeed the sins that easily beset me ; but, like the 
noxious vapours that annoy miners, I am afraid they are evils that 
necessarily rise from my very Profession. 

The enclosed Poems are the favours of the Nithsdale Muses. The 
Piece inscribed to R-- G--, Esq., is a copy of Yerses which I sent 
to Mr. Graham of Fintry, with a request for his assistance to procure 
me an Excise Division in the middle of which I live. On my return 
from Edin. last, I found my aged mother, my brothers and sisters, on 
the brink of ruin with their farm; and as I am certain the remainder of 
their lease will be worth holding, I advanced them nearly one-half of 
my capital to keep their little Commonwealth together, and place them 
in comfort. My own farm here I am pretty sure will in time do well; 
but for several years it will require assistance more than my pocket ca,n 
afford. The Excise salary would pay half my rent, and I could manage 
the whole business of the Division without five guineas of additional 
expence. 

I sha,ll be in Edinburgh in about a month, when I shall do myself the 
honour to inform your Ladyship farther of these to me important 
matters, as I know your Goodness will be interested in them. 

In all my other domestic concerns I find myself extremely comfortable. 
I muse and rhyme, morning, noon, and night ; and have a hundred 
different poetic plans, pastoral, georgic, dramatic, &c., floating in the 
regions of fancy, somewhere between Purpose and Resolve. To secure 
myself from ever descending to anything unworthy of the independent 
spirit of Man or the honest pride of Genius, I have a.lopted Lord <Jlen
caim as my titular Protector-what your scholars call by the heathen 
name of Dii penates I think it is. I have a large shade of him, with 
the Yerses I intended for his picture, wrote out by Butterworth, pasted 
on the back ; and a small shade of him, both by Miers, set in a gold 
breast-pin, with the words "Mon Dien et toi" engraved on the shell. 
The first I have hung over my Parlour chimney-piece; the last I keep 
for gala days. I have often, during _this hard winter, wished myself a 
great man, tha,t I might, with propriety in the etiquette of the world, 
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have enquired after Lady Glencairn's health. One of the sons of little 
men as I am, I can only wish fen·ently for her welfare ; or in my 
devouter moodR, pray for her, in the cl1arming language of M'Kenzie, 
that " the Great Spirit may bear up the weight of her grey hairs, ancl 
blunt the arrow that brings them rest." 

I shall not add to this unconecionable letter by a tedious apology, or 
anything more than assuring your Ladyship that with the warmest 
sincerity of heartfelt, though powerless gratitude, I have the honor to 
be, my Lady, your Ladyship's deeply indebted and ever grateful 
humble servt., 

ROBT. BURNS. 

The following letter was addressed : "To Lady Betty 
Cunningham, at Coates, Edinburgh." 

Ellisland, near Dumfries, 15th May, 1789. 

MY LADY,-Though I claim the privilege your Ladyship's goodness 
allows me of sending you copies of anything I compose in the way of 
my Poetic Trade, I must not tax you with noticing each of my idle 
epistles. The inclosed piece pleading the cause of Humanity is for 
your Ladyship; the other, a specimen of the Author's Political Piety, 
I present with my humble respects to the noble Earl to whom I owe 
my All. 

Though I had no other moth·e, I would continue to cultivate the 
acquaintance of the Muses for the sake of having an opportunity of 
assuring the Noble Family of Glencairn with what enthusiasm I have 
the honor to be the grateful creature of their bounty, and their very 
humble Servt., 

ROBT. BURNS. 

The next letter was also in all probability addressed to Lady 
Elizabeth Cunningham. Cromek printed the greater part of it 
(Douglas, v., 2 7 7) as a letter to the Dowager-Countess of Glen
cairn, and the MS. differs constantly from Cromek's version. 
But it is difficult to believe that Burns could send two letters 
so closely resembling each other to different members of the 
same family; and towards the end of the MS. version there is 
an allusion to Lady Glencairn. I give this version in full, in 
order that any who wish may collate it with the ordinary text. 

Ellisland, 23d Deer., 1789. 
MY LADY,-The honour you have done your poor poet in writing 

him so very obliging a letter, and the pleasure the enclosed beautiful 
verses have given him, came very seasonably to his aid amid the cheer
less gloom and sinking despondency of December weather and diseased 
nerves. As to forgetting the family of Glencairn, with which you tax 

• 
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me, Heaven is my witness with what sincerity I could use those simple, 
rude, but, I think, strongly expressive verses: -

If thee, J ertisalem, I forget, 
Skill part from my right hand ; 

My tongue to my mouth's roof let cleave, 
If I do thee forget, 

Jerusalem l and thee above 
My chief joy do not set. 

\Vhen I am tempted to do anything improper, I dare not, because I 
look on myself as accountable to your Ladyship and family. 'Vhen, 
now and then, l·have the honour to be called to the tables of the great, 
if I happen to meet with anything mortifying from the stately stupidity 
of self·sufficient squires, or the luxuriant insolence of the upstart nabobs, 
I get above the creatures, by calling to remembrance that I am patronised 
by the noble house of Glencairn; and at gala times,' such as New Year's 
Day, a christening, or the kirn-night, when my punch-bowl is brought 
from its dusty corner, and filled up in honour of the occasion, I begin 
with-The C'.ountess of Glencairn! My good woman, with the enthusiasm 
of a grateful heart, next cries-My Lord! and so the toast goes on 
until I end with-Lady Harriet'.~ little angel! whose epithalamium I 
have pledged myself to write. 

When I received yonr Ladyship's letter, I was in the ace of tran
scribing the enclosed Poems, such as they are, for you, and meant to 
have sent them in my first leisure hour, and acquainted you with a late 
change in my way of life. By the generous friendship of one of the 
first of men, Mr. Graham of Fintry, I have got the Excise Division in 
the midst of which I live, and, considering my unlucky bargain of a 
farm, I find £50 per annum, which is now our salary, an exceeding 
good thing. 

People may talk as they please of the ignominy of the Excise ; but 
what will support my family and keep me independent of the worlll 
is to me a very important matter ; and I had much rather that my 
profeseion borrowed credit from me, th:i.n that I borrowed credit from 
my profession. Another advantage I have in this business is the 
knowledge it gives me of the various shades of human character, and 
consequently assisting me in my trade as a Poet. Not that I am in 
haste for the press, as my Lord has been told ; had it been so I would 
have been highly wanting to myself not to have consulted my generous 
noble patron ; but still, to be a Poet is my highest Ambition, my 
dearest Wish, and my unwearied study. I am aware that though I 
were to give to the world performances superior to my former works, 
if they were of the same kind the comparative reception they would 
meet with would mortify me. For this reason I wish still to secure m.v 
old friend Novelty, 011 mY. side, by the kind of my performances. I 
have some thoughts of the Drama. Cousideriug the favourite things 
of the day, the two and three act pieces of O'Keefe, Mrs. lnchbald, 
&c., does not your Ladyship think that a Scottish Audience would be 
better pleased with the Affectation, Whim, and Folly of their own 
native growth, than by manners which to by far the greatest [number] 

E 
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of them can be only second-hand? No man knows what Nature has 
fitted him for until he try ; and if after a preparatory course of some 
years' Study of Men and Books, I should find myself unequal to the 
task, there is no great ~arm done. Virtue and Study are their own 
reward. I have got Shakespeare, and begun with him, and I shall 
stretch a point and make myself master of all the Dramatic Authors 
of any repute, in both English and French, tho only languages which 
I know. 

I ought to apologise to your Ladyship for sending you some of the 
enclosed rhymes, they are so silly. Everybody knows now of poor 
Dr. 1.l'Gill. He is my particular friend, and my Ballad on his prosecu
tion has virulence enough if it hr.s not wit. You must not read Lady 
Glencairn the stanza about the Priest of Ochiltree. Though I know 
him to be a designing, rotten-hearted Puritan, yet perhaps her Ladyship 
has a different idea of him. The Ode to the Regency Bill was mangled 
in a newspaper last winter. The Election ballad alludes to our present 
canvas in this string of Boroughs. I do not suppose their (sic) will be 
a harder run match in the whole General Election. I have avoided 
taking a side in Politics. The Song is the only one of the enclosed 
pieces that I think worthy of being sent to so good a judge as your 
Ladyship. 

I will not add to this tedious epistle more than to assure your Ladyship 
with what grateful sincerity I have the honor to be, y<rnr Ladyship's 
highly oblidged and most obedient humble servt., 

RoBT. Bumis . 
• 

In 1790 Burns wrote to Mr. Alexander Fergusson, J.P., 
on behalf of a man of whom his official duties made it necessary 
for him to give information. Chambers thought fit to leave 
out a few words (Douglas, v., 324). This is how the letter 
stands in the original MS. :-

Globe Inn, Noon, Wednesday. 
Blessed be he that kindly doth 

The poor man's case consider. 

I have sought you all over the town, good Sir, to learn what you 
have done, or what can be done, for poor Robie Gordon. The hour 
is at hand when I must assume the execrable office of whipper-in to the 
bloodhouuds of justice, and must, must let loose the ravenous rage of the 
carrion sons of b-tches on poor Robie. I think you can do something 
to save the unfortunate man, and I am sure, if you can, you will. I 
know that Benevolence is supreme in your bosom, and has the first 
voice in, and the last check on, all you do; but that insidious whore 
Politics may seduce the h1•nest cully Attention until the practicable 
moment of doing good is no more. I have the honor to be, Sir, your 
obliged, humble servant, ROBT. BURNS. 

The MS. of a letter to Dr. Moore, written a month after 
Lord Glencairn's death, is in Mr. Morrison's collection 
(Douglas, v., 349). The correct date is "Ellisland, near 
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Dumfries, 28th Feb., 179r." Currie and subsequent editors 
have spoilt the sense by inserting "no" before "service" in 
the sentence-" Poets have in this the same advantage as 
Roman Catholics ; they can be of service to their friends 
after they have passed that bourn," &c. The following is 
the passage replaced by Currie with asterisks :-

\Vhat a rocky - hearted, perfidious succubus was that Queen 
Elizabeth ! Judas Iscariot was a sad dog to be sure, but still his 
demerits sink to insignificance compared with the doings of the infernal 
Bess Tudor. Judas did not know, at least was by no means sure, 
what and who that Master was; his turpitude was simply betraying 
a worthy man who had ever been a good Master to him, a degree 
of turpitude which has even Leen outdone by many of his kind since. 
Iscariot, poor wretch, was a man of nothing at all per annum, and by 
consequence, thirty pieces of silver was a very serious temptation to 
him. But to give but one instance, the Duke of Q--ry, the other 
day, just played the same trick to hi.~ kind Master, tho' his Grace is 
a man of thirty thousand a year, and come to that imbecile period of 
life when no temptation but avarice can be supposed to affect him. 

The next letter (in Mr. Morrison's collection) is addressed 
to Mr. Alexr. Coutts, Whitehaven. 

DR. Siit,-1 am much your debtor for y• two elegant epistles. 
I had written you long ago, but I still hoped my Muse would enable 
me to answer you in kind ; but the Muses are capricious gipseys, at 
least I have ever found them so. In the meantime I send you this 
case (?) like other poor devils who are in debt, to beg a little time
" Have patience, and I will pay thee all "-I shall reprobate my Muse 
to all eternity, if she do not very soon inspire me to tell you in Verse 
how sincerely I am, Dr. Sir, Yours, 

ROBT. BURNS. 

Ellislaml, near Dumfs., 28 th April, 1791. 

The following letter to Lady Harriet Don-in the Edinburgh 
1Jniversity Library-refers to Burns' "Lament for James, Earl 
of Glencairn." He had previously consulted Lady Elizabeth 
Cunningham as to the publication of this poem (Douglas, v., 
361 ), but she, it seems, had referred him to Lady Harriet Don:-

Ellisland, near Dumfries, 23d Oct., 1791. 

::\1Y LAnv,-The inclosed is a tribute to the memory of a Man, the 
memory of whom shall mix with my latest recollection. As all the 
world knows my obligation to the late noble Earl of Glencairn, I wish 
to make my gratitude equally conspicuous, by publishing this Poem. 
But in what way shall I publish it? It is too small a piece to publish 
alone. The way which suggests itself to me is, to send it to the 



Publisher of one of the most re~pectable periodical works ; The Bee, 
for instance. Lady Betty has referred me to you. The Post is just 
going, else I would have taken the opportunity of the frank, and sent 
your Ladyship some of my late pieces.--! have the honor to be, my 
Lady, your Ladyship's grateful, humble Servt., 

ROBT. BURNS. 

Then follows the " Lament for the Earl of Glencairn,'' with 
this postscript :-

To Lady Harriet Don, this Poem, not the fictitious creation of 
poetic fancy, but tb:e breathings of real love from a bleeding heart, 
is respectfully and gratefully presented by 

Currie printed a portion of a letter 
November, 1793 (Douglas, vi., 92). 
be as follows :-

THE A1JTHOR. 

to Mrs. Riddell, dated 
The conclusion should 

If my resentment is a.waked, it is sure to be where it dare not 
squeak; and if in love, as God forgive me, I sometimes am, im
possibility presents an imperious barrier to the proudest bearing of 
presumption, and poor I dare much sooner peep into the focus of Hell 
than meet the eye of the Goddess of my soul ! 

Mr. Douglas has given two sentences of a note sent to 
Miss Fontenelle, of the Dumfries Theatre, in December, 1793 
(vi., 94). The draft-in Mr. Morrison's collection-proceeds 
as follows; perhaps Burns did not copy the whole when he 
wrote out the letter :-

Were I a man of gallantry and fa~hion, strutting and fluttering 
on the foreground of the picture of Life, making this speech to a lovely 
young girl might be construed to be one of the doings of All Powerful 
Love ; but you will be surprised, my dear Madam, when I tell you 
that it is not Love, nor even Friendship, but sheer Avarice. In all 
my justlings and jumblings, windings and turnings, in life, disgusted at 
every corner, as a man of the least taste and sense must be, with vice,, 
folly, arrogance, impertinence, ~onsense, and stupidity, my soul has 
ever, involuntarily and instinctively, selected as it were for herse1£ a 
few whose regard, whose esteem, [whose hearts (deleted)], with a Miser's
Avarice she wished to appropriate and preserve. It is truly from this 
cause, ma chere Mademoiselle, that any the least service I can be of 
to you gives me most real pleasure. God knows I am a powerless 
indfridual. And when I thought on my friends, many a heartache it 
has given me ! But if Miss Fontenelle will accept this honest compli
ment to her [lovely person (deleted)] personal charms, amiable manners, 
and gentle heart, from a man too proud to flatter, though too poor to 
have his compliments of any consequence, it will sincerely oblige her 
anxious Friend, and most devoted humble [servant.] 
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One note in Mr. Morrison's possession is addressed to Mr. 
Findlater, the Supervisor. There is no date :-

DR. F1~rnr.ATER,-Will you give and receive happiness-both very 
pleasant business-some buts of wine are to use up, you will find 
Messrs. Simms, Hyslop, and a stranger to whom you will like to be 
known. COME!! ! R. B. 

Nanie 'Velsh's. 

Another letter in Mr. Morrison's collection, of earlier date, 
is to Mr. William Stewart, of Closeburn Castle, whom, as we 
shall see immediately, Burns called his "most intimate friend." 
It relates to some of the verses which Burns copied for the 
amusement of his less straightlaced acquaintances. I omit 
only a few words :-

Ellisland, Wednesday Even. 

MY DEAR SIR,-1 go for Ayrshire to·morrow, so cannot have the 
pleasure of meeting you for some time; but anxious for your "Spiritual 
welfare and growth in grace," I enclose you the Plenipo. -You will 
see another, "The Bower of Bliss;" 'tis the work of a Revd. Doctor 
of the Church of Scotland. \Vould to Heaven a few more of them 
would turn their fiery zeal that way, 

The other two are by the author of the Plenipo, but "The Doctor" 
is not half there, as I have mislaid it. I have no copies left of either, 
so must have the precious pieces again.--! am, ever your oblid., 
hum. servt., 

ROBT. BURNS. 

I understand old David's daughter, your tenant's sister, means to 
treat a few friends with a wedding. Her master tells me just now 
"Mr. Stewart is sich a hamely, kind gentleman, that he shall be at 
it whether it be but one of half.a.dozen." I'll meet i;hee at Philippi! 

Burns' friend, Mr. Robert Riddell, of Glenriddell and Friars 
Carse, died in April, 1794, and the estate was announced for 
sale in June. Burns was anxious that Mr. M'Leod (Douglas, 
iv., 258) should purchase the property, and the steps he took 
with that object appear from the following letter to that gentle
man in Mr. Morrison's possession :-

Dumfries, ISth June, 1794. 

Srn,-The fate of Carse is determined. A majority of the Trustees 
have fixed its sale. Our friend, John Clarke, whom you remember to 
have met with here, opposed the measure with all his might, but he 
was overruled. He, wishing to serve Walter Riddell, the surviving 
brother, wanted the widow to take a given annuity, and make over to 
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him the survivancy of the paternal estate; but, luckily, the widow 
most cordially hates her brother-in-law, and, to my knowledge, would 
rather you had the estate, though five hundred cheaper, thau that 
Wattie should. In the meantime Wattie has sold his Woodley park 
to Colon. Goldie, the last proprietor. Wattie gave £16,000 for it, laid 
out better than £2,000 more on it, and has sold it for £15,000. So 
much for Master Wattie's sense and management, which, enti·e 1101is, 

are about the same pitch as his worth. 

The Trustees have appointed a gentleman to make out an estimate 
of the value of the terra firma in the estate, which you know is by far 
the principal article in the purchase ; the house and woods will be 
valued by some professional man. The gentleman they have pitched 
on is a Mr. \Ym. Stewart, factor and manager for Mr. Monteath of 
Closeburn. Stewart is my most intimate friend, and has promised me 
a copy of hi.s estimate-but please let this be a dead secret. Stewart 
was the intimate and confidential friend of poor Riddell that is gone, 
and will be trusted and consulted in all the business-and from him I 
am to know every view and transaction. I assure you it has cost me 
some manoouvring to bring this to bear; but as this kind of underhand 
intelligence may and will be of very considerable service to you, if you 
are still thinking of the purchase, I have in a manner beset and waylaid 
my friend Stewart, untill I have prevailed on him. By this day se'en
night Stewart will have made out his estimate, and against that day 
you shall hear from me. As soon as the advertisement appears in the 
papers, which will be, Stewart tells me, in a fortnight or so, I will go 
over the woods with an acquaintance of mine, who is a twenty years' 
experienced judge in the way of buying woods; and you shall have the 
exact value of every stick on the property. I could not go over the 
estate in that way, you know, untill the sale be formally announced. 
The idea of the Trustees is to bring on the sale in October, so that the 
purchaser may enter at Martinmass. 

Now, my lately-acquired, but much valued and highly honor'd Friend, 
let me urge you to be in earnest with this business. Here is positively 
the most beautiful spot in the lowlands of Scotlan<l ; absolutely the 
masterpiece of Nature in that part of the kingdom; and would you 
not wish to call it yours ? This country is charmingly romantic and 
picturesque in the whole; 'tis besides highly improving ancl improvable, 
and a cheap country to live in. You will be within six miles of the 
third town for importance and elegance in Scotland; your neighbourhood 
will a.bound in "Honest men and bonie lasses"-do, come and be happy, 
and make me in particular, and the whole country happy, by a•l.ding 
Mr. M'Leod's worth and Mrs. M'Leod's amiableness--not to speak of 
their splendid fortune and distinguished rank-to this already deserving 
and enchanting part of the kingdom. 

You see with what selfishness I have the honor to be, Dear Sir, your 
obliged and devoted humble servt., 

ROBT. BURl'lS. 
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The following short note-sold at Messrs. Sotheby's rooms 
in November, 1891-was sent to Mr. Thomas Sloan, Dumfries, 
the friend to whom, in 1791, Burns gave an account of the sale 
at Ellisland (Douglas, v., 393) :-

I am truly sorry, my lear Sir, that my black mare has hurt one of her 
hind legs so ill that she cannot tra,·el, else she should have been at your 
service. Many thanks for your attentions. I much wish to see you. I 
called on Captain Riddel to-day, who inquired kindly for you; he is 
getting better. 

Excuse this brief epistle from a broken arm. - Y uurs, R. B. 

P.S.-I have recruited my purse since I saw you, and you may hM•e 
a guinea or two if you chuse. 

A letter to Mr. William Stewart, of Closeburn Castle, to whom 
reference has already been made, was sold at Messrs. Sotheby's 
rooms in May, 1892. It is endorsed-" This day forwarded 
and enclosed in a letter to Mr. Burns, £3 3s. od. st., and for 
which I hold no security in writing.-WILLIAM STEWART;" 
and it is, as the Poet says, a painful note. 

Dumfries, January 15, 1795. 

'.l'his is a painful disagreeable letter; and the first of the kind I ever 
wrote-I am truly in serious distress for three or four guineas ; can you, 
my de1tr sir, accommodate me? It will, indeed, truly oblige me. These 
accursed times, by stopping up importation, have for this year, at least, 
!opt off a full third part of my income, and with my large family, t.his 
to me is a distressing matter.-Farewell, and God bless you, 

R. BURNS. 

The following letter from James Johnson, editor of the 
"Musical Museum," was evidently written after the receipt of 
the letter from Burns of the 29th June, 1794 (Douglas, vi., 134). 
It is in the Edinburgh University Library, and is addressed to 
"Mr. Robert Burns, Officer of Excise, Dumfries." Burns has 
himself alluded to the eccentricities of J ohnson's spelling 
(Douglas, vi., 179). 

MY VERY DEAR FRIEND,-Your aditional favours with the Durk(?) 
I receaved, and am ashamed I did not write to you sooner ~oncernin~ 
what you requested anent the Songs Mr. Urbani had taken, but I 
defered till I could inform you that the 5th vol. was actully begun 
which is now the case. Mr. Clark has given me some to begin with 
and he is busie with more he has prnmised to hold me agoing plese 
accept my warmest thanks for all your kind favours and wishes I could 
have it in my power, but to serve you, this fresh suply has added new 
life to me as I was trembling for fear lest we should not make up the 
Number. I should have been gled to haYe heard from you along with 
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the parcel but suspect you have been angry with me as I did not answer 
your last favour. I shall take care to the venorable Relick of Balmerino 
as scion as possibell-there has been lately published 2 Volumes of Scots 
Songs in London. I think we might cull a. few Songs from them. There 
is some Songs in it without Tunes which my father 11nd your Humble 
Servant at least can have. Mr Clark will take them off. They have 
been very free in their prafice, they deserve to be prosecuted-there is 
a Mr. Watland a Music Seller in Edinr thinks no more sin to take out 
of the Museum and print them single songs then a begger would in 
taking a halfpeny however my friend I do not mention thi' that your 
productions are, or may be bound, but I mention this of Pirots 
taking without your or our advice and lafing and saying they will take 
any of them they please and saying I may be thankfull they do not 
print them all as they have a.s good a right as me, however I leave this 
but it would be well done to give a check at home so as to keep those 
at a distance in some sort of a.w. 

My Dear Friend, I must still beg you to add another favoure however 
I do not know if your delicasy will permit you, but if you would do it, 
it would be a particular kindness douing me. You know your and my 
worthy friend Mr Robt. Riddle had a book of Music engraved by me 
of which he made a sollemn promise before these Witness, Mr Stephen 
Clark, and Mr Smelie the printer, that if the Book diJ not pay itself 
within a limited time he (Mr Riddle) would pay the Ballance I did 
write Mrs Riddle to the same purpose severall mounths ago, I did not 
choose to press her by a second letter lest it should rise a pang for the 
Desesed but would beg of you to mention it in as tender a manner a 
possibell (you know the properest method) to take her I shall be as easy 
as possibell and will compromise the Matter in as easy a way as I can 
the whole Sum for Engraving, printing etc., is £18, 10. 3., and I am 
persuaded I have not sold 10 copies; it was against my will to have 
medled with that publication as I was serten it would not· sell and of 
which Mr Clark is witness if Mrs Riddle would make any kind of offer 
so as to get this business settled, and if she chuse she may have some 
copies of the Book to give to her acquaintance. 

Below is the list of songs Mr Urbani took out of the Museum, which 
he solicited and I ma.de him welcome. I need not mention the others, 
as they are to be had almost in every book of Scots Songs. My father 
and Wife, who is now moving about, desire to be remembered in the 
kindest manner to you and Mrs Burns. And I rest, Dear Friend, your 
much obliged and Humble Ser. 

JAMES JOHNSON. 

[In the list given we find:-" Lord Gregory, which made a great noise 
in Edinburgh"; "I'll lay me down and die, music by a young Lady ; 
It will not do for us, being property," &c.] 

Bums died on the 21st July, 1796, and John Lewars, his 
fellow officer, and the brother of Jessie Lewars, who nursed 
Burns in his last illness, helped the widow by writing the neces-



sary letters to friends. The letters given below (or rather copies 

of them) are all in the Edinburgh University Library. The first 

is to Mrs. Dunlop, and, as I have remarked in the Memoir in 

the Aldine edition of Burns' Poems, it is pleasant to find that 

that lady had resumed her correspondence with the poet in 

time for him to appreciate her letter. 

MADAM,-At the desire of Mrs. Bums I have to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter, and at same time to inform you of the melancholy 

and much regretted event of Mr. Burns's death. He expired on the 

morning of the 2lst, after a long aml severe illness. Your kind letter 

gave him great ease and satisfaction and was the last thing he was 

capable of perusing or understanding. The situation of his unfortunate 

widow and family of most promising boys, Mrs. Dunlop's feeliugs and 

affection for them will much easier paint than I can possibly express, 

more particularly when Mrs. Dunlop is informed that Mrs. Burns's 

situation is such that she is expected to ly in dayly. I am certain thiit 

a letter from Mrs. Dunlop to Mrs. Burns would be a very great consola

tion and her kind advice most thankfully received.-! am, with the 

greatest respect, your most obt. iind very humble sernt., 
JNO. LEWARS. 

Dumfries, 23rd July, 1796. 

The next letter is to Captain Crosbie :-

Sm,-At the desire of Mrs. Burns I have to acquaint you with the 

melancholy event of our friend's death. He expired on the morning of 

21, abt five o'clock. The situation of the unfortunate Mrs. Burns and 

her charming boys your feeling heart can easily paint. However, much 

to the credit of a few of his friends in this place, who have steped for

ward with their assistance and advice, and from their respectable 

connections and situation in life there can be no doubt of a very hand

some provision being raised for his widow and family. Tho' some of 

these gentlemen have wrote to all the Edin. professors with which 

either he or Mr. Burns were acquainted, and to several other particular 

friends, you will easily excuse your not having sooner an answer to your 

very kind letter of-- instant, with an acknowledgment of the contents, 

for, at the time it was received Mr. B-- was total unable either to 

write or dictate a letter, and Mrs. Burns wished to defer answering it 

till she saw what turn affairs took.-1 am, with much respect, your mo. 

obt. and very humble sernt. 

The third letter from Lewars (for Mrs. Burns) is to Burns' 

cousin, James Burness, of Montrose:-

DEAR Sm,-1 was duly favoured with your letter of the 29th ulto. 

Your goodness is such as to render it wholly out of my power to make 

any suitable acknowledgement or express what I feell for so much kind

ness. With regard to my son, I cannot as yet determine, the gentlemen 



(particularly Dr. Maxwell and Mr. Syme) who have so much interested 
themselves for me and the family do not wish that I sould come to any 
resolution with respect to parting with any of the boys, and I own that 
my own feelings rather incline me to keep them with me. I think they 
will be a comfort to me and my most agreeable companions. But should 
any of them part from me, Mr. Burness would be of all others- the 
gentleman under whose charge I should be happy to see him, and I am 
perfectly sensible of your very oblidging offer. Since Mr. Lewars wrote 
you I have been delivered of a son, who, as well as myself, are doing 
well. ·what you mention respecting my brother Gilbert is what accords 
with my own opinion, and every respect shall be paid to your ad\'ice.
Jlr. Sir, with the greatest respect and regard, your much oblidged 
friend. 

Finally, we have an interesting letter from Burns' friend, 
William Nicol, teacher at the Edinburgh High School, to 
" Mr. John Lewars, Officer of Excise, Dumfries,'' a letter to 
which Lockhart made some reference. 

Edinburgh, Merchant Street, 
30th August, 1796. 

DEAR Srn,-I beg leave to offer you my sincerest acknowledgements 
for the early intelligence, though of the most disagreeable and shocking 
nature, which you ccmmunicated to me, on occasion of the pre· 
mature death of my dearly beloved Burns. I would have made them 
long before this time, if I had been capable of writing. But I have 
been, ever since that time, confined in a great measure to my bed, and 
highly distressed by a jaundice, combined with some other complaints; 
but, thanks to God, I have now every mark of convalescence. I waii 
obliged to retire from the town to country quarters at Stockbriage, 
where, except for an occasional visit to the town, I am determined to 
reside for some time. 

Since the death of our friend, an oppressive gloom, as deep as the 
darkest shades of night, hangs over me ; I can no longer view the face 
of nature with the same rapture ; and social joy is blighted to me for 
ever. It gives me great pain to see that the encomiums passed upon 
him, both in the Scotch and English newspapers, are mingled with 
reproaches of tl;e most indelicate and cruel nature. But stupidity and 
idiotcy rejoice, when a great and immortal genius falls; and they pour 
forth their invidious reflections without reserve, well knowing that the 
dead Lion, from whose presence they formerly scudded away with 
terror, and at whose voice they trembled through every nen·e, can 
devour no more. 

What has become of Burns's money? He certainly received £600 for 
the sale of the first edition of his poems, and £100 more for the copy· 
right. He told me that he had advanced near £300 to his brother 
Gilbert, for the cultivation of his farm in Ayrshire. This affair ought 
to be strictly investigated, a settlement made, and, in case of non-pay-



ment, an assignation to the tack (?) granted to Mrs. Burns. I do not 

like the aspect of this affair. It is not improbable, such is the de

pravity of the human heart, that his avarice may tempt him to prefer 

his own interest to that of the large and unprovided family of his 

brother. Our friend might lose something by Ellisland, 
but still the disappearance of his money remains to be accounted for. 

Give my most respectful compliments to Mr. Syme, and tell him, as 

the subscriptions are going on very slowly here, to write to Dr. John 

Moore, physician at London, who was a great admirer of Burns, to 

institute one there. A considerable sum, perhaps, might be procured. 
(MS. torn) their head, that dreadful burst of penitential sorrow 

issued from the breast of our friend, before he expired. But if I am 

not much mistaken in relation to his firmness, he would disdain to have 

his dying moments disturbed with the sacerdotal gloom, and the sacer· 

dotal bowl. I know he would negotiate wt God alone, concerning his 

immortal interests. 
Give my best compliments to Mrs. Burns, and tell her I shall never 

[be] wanting to the interests of her (sic.) In a word my . (M8. 

torn) shall never see the like of Burns again. His p[owers ?] constructed 

on a slender, nay almost aerial basis sho[wed] the most expansive vigour 

of genius. Where materials would have been wanting perhaps to 

almost every other mortal, [he] like an electrical kite, soars aloft, and 

draws down etherial [fire] from heaven.-! am, dear sir, yours, 
vV1LL. NwoL. 

This letter gives us a not unpleasant view of Nicol; but the 

suggestion of mean conduct on the part of Gilbert Burns is to 

he regretted. Gilbert would, if Mrs. Burns had allowed it, 
have sold off everything to pay his debt (Chambers, iv., 222). 

G. A. AITKEN. 

·~I .. 



BURNS, 
THE FARMER AND POET. 

FOR ages prior to the period of Robert Burns, agriculture, 
in Scotland, was in a most backward state, little under
stood and badly practised. After the Romans left the 

island, the science-if such the art could then be .called
appears to have greatly declined, and to have gone backward. 
Very strangely too, the climate appears to have grown less mild 
than it was then, as may be seen not only from the writings of 
Cresar and Tacitus, but also from the poems of Ossian. Vines, 
in their time, grew in the open air, of the fruit of which, wine 
was made. The mildness of the climate is also to be inferred 
from tlie far greater size of the trees found imbedded in peat 
mosses, the remains of the ancient forests which were cut down, 
or overthrown by storms, and which formerly covered so 
much of the country, and many of which are of far larger 
dimensions than any which grow in the same districts now. 
Even after the Roman period-says a writer at the beginning of 
the present century-" it appears from the records of some of 
the religious houses, that wheat and other grain were paid to 
them in tithe, from lands on which these species of grain can
not now be raised ; and in muirs and commons, not more 
than half the cattle can now be kept, which, it appears from 
ancient title deeds, they supported a few centuries ago." 

Though not yet become so mild as it must have been during 
these long-past periods, yet there cannot be a doubt th~t the 
climate has again become very much milder than it was in the 
time of Robert Burns, and for at least two centuries before. 
The winters then were long, the frosts protracted, and the snow
storms severe and often disastrous. So long did the frosts and 
snows occasionally Ii~ that we have heard old men-the con
temporaries of Robert Burns-tell how, when the spring was 
far advanced, the frost, in many cases, had still so firm a grip 
of the ground that the farmers were forced to plough only the 
southern sides of the ridges, from which the snow and the frost 
had melted, being thus able to till only one half of their fields. 
The springs being backward, the summers were often as brief 



as they were cold and wet ; consequently, the harvests were 
late and poor. One of the very worst of these harvests was that 
of 1785, which was very disheartening to the poet, then but 
two years entered to the farm of Mossgiel, and to which he 
thus refers in his epistle to the Rev. Jchn M'Math :-

" While at the stook the shearers cower, 
To shun the bitter blaudin' shower; 
Or in gulravage rinnin' scow'r 

To pass the time, 
To you I dedicate the hour 

In idle rhyme." 

We have heard our own father speak of this harvest, he being 
then about seventeen years of age. The grain, he said, was 
not so very late in ripening as it was afterwards greatly injured 
by the protracted period of wet weather which followed, and 
which almost ruined the crops. 

Rents might not have been then so high as. they are now, 
but prices of grain and other produce, of cattle, of horses, and 
sheep were low, and, consequently, the farmers' returns were 
small. Thus, in the year preceding the birth of Burns, oatmeal, 
we find, brought only 8s. 8d. per boll; bear, ros.; and wheat, 
16s. In 1766, the year when the family removed from Alloway 
to Mount Oliphant, two miles off, oatmeal had risen to 16s. 
per boll ; bear to a guinea ; and wheat to a pound. Eleven 
years after, when they removed from that place to Lochlea in 
the vicinity of Tarbolton, prices had again fallen considerably. 
In 1783, when the two brothers, Robert and Gilbert, removed 
to Mossgiel, prices were much the same. In 1788, when the 
poet removed to Ellisland, in the beautiful valley of the Nith, 
oatmeal was lower in price, and bear (a crop then much grown) 
was also less in value. Till the year 1770, when Burns was 
twelve years of age, butter sold at from 4d. to 6d. per pound of 
24 ounces; and when the brothers occupied Mossgiel, the 
highest price obtained for the stone of cheese, tron weight, 
was 5s. Only a few years previous to that time the average 
prices realized for farm stock were from £z to £3 for a milk 
cow, and £4 to £5 for a horse, with xs. 6d. to 3s. for a black
faced sheep. And just a century and a half ago an entire 
horse, bought by an Ayrshire gentleman for five guineas, was 
the wonder of the district, people coming from a distance to 
see such a high-priced animal. 
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Besides the money rent which the farmer had then to pay 
to his landlord, he was, in nearly every instance, held "bound 
to deliver to the proprietor a certain number of hens, chickens, 
&c.; to plough and harrow land, make hay, reap and put in 
corn, keep dogs, drive coals, &c." Some of these oppressive 
and burdensome demands of the landlords upon their tenants 
had been abandoned by the middle of the last century, but 
not a few of them remained in force till long after the time of 
Burns. 

Farming then, in these days, in the West of Scotland especially, 
was therefore an unremunerative employment, not altogether 
from the long succession of bad seasons and low prices, but 
also because of the small amount of skill, energy, and industry 
applied to it. The implements, too, were of the rudest and 
most clumsy description ; the flail, for instance, being the only 
instrument for thrashing out the grain, which was one of the 
most laborious employments of the farm. This Burns had felt 
and endured, as'we see from the second stanza of one of his 
very best poems-" The Vision "-where he says-

" The thresher's weary flingin'-tree, 
The lee-lang day had tired me; 
And when the day had closed his c'e, 

Far i' the West, 
Ben i' the spence, right pensivelie, 

I gaed to rest." 

Looking back upon these things now, it is painful to think 
that "hands which the rod of empire might have swayed" 
were subjected to such laborious work ; though it is no less 
wonderful that when he was not only subjected to such 
drudgery, but also worried with pecuniary difficulties, he 
should have been able so to overcome them all as to "wake to 
ecstacy the living lyre." 

That Burns was thoroughly capable of performing all the 
various vocations of the farm is certain, for even at the 
early age of fifteen he could do the work of a man, not only 
on the farm generally, but upon the harvest-field-the sorest 
of all labour, requiring strength, agility, and great powers 
of endurance. Few agriculturists, in these days of reaping 
machines, can form any conception of what it was to "go 
through a hairst," or, in other words, to take part in the reaping 
of the grain crops of the farm. Placed in pairs on the rigs-



generally a man and a woman together-they went to work 
with a will, "shearing," as it was called, from early dawn until 
the stars were beginning to peep out in the blue bending sky, 
with only two brief intervals, one for breakfast and another 
for dinner. There was a constant dread in their minds that 
one pair would outstrip the other. One rig led off-called the 
fore-rig-and each couple that followed was supposed to keep 
about a yard, or half-a-yard at least, behind the other. If any of 
them came too close upon the fore-rig, or upon any of the others 
following, then angry words would ensue, and each pair would 
attempt to outstrip the other, and all would exert themselves to 
the utmost to leave their opponents behind. This was called 
"kemping;" when, if not checked by the masters or the band
sters, the reaping was often imperfectly performed, the grain 
being cut high and badly gathered. When a "kemp" took place 
the bandsters, of course, were also put to their mettle, and this 
not only because of the greater rapidity with which the sheaves 
were made, but because they were carelessly thrown together, 
and consequently more difficult to bind and set up in stooks or 
ha!f-stooks-twelve sheaves forming the one and six the other. 
Wheat was generally set up in the former shape, and oats in 
the latter. One bandster was generally appointed to every two 
rigs, though sometimes he had to bind and stook to three, 
which was very hard work, especially when the crop was 
heavy. When these "kemps" were in progress (for the masters 
could not always prevent them), it was amazing the rate at 
which the shearers could go over the ground. It was beyond 
dispute at the time, though it may be disputed now, that once, 
on the farm of Stairaird, which overlooks the clear-winding Ayr, 
a little way west of Mauchline, sixteen shearers, in the year 
1811-the year of the big comet-when "kemping" for a 
whole day, reaped an entire field of ten Scots acres ! 

In the time of Burns the reaping was all done with what 
were called "teething hooks." These had finely-serrated edges, 
and though they cut less sweetly than the "clinkbacks," of a 
later period, they did the work well, and unlike the others, 
required no sharpening. Possibly there is not one of these 
sickles in existence now. We have only seen one of them, 
and that was in very early life, and we have some reason to 
remember it. It belonged to our father, and when a mere 
child we got hold of it and attempted to reap with it, with the 
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result that we cut our little finger most severely for our pains, 
and the scar is still plainly to be seen.after morf'. than sixty years. 

Speaking of the quantity of ground which good shearers 
could reap in a day, we were one of four who, just fifty-one 
years ago, cut down two Scots acres daily for two weeks at a 
stretch; the work being well done, altho' it was a sort of a 
"kemp" the whole time, during which there was not a single 
wet day to give us a rest. It was when young Robert Burns 
was so occupied that he first felt the electric flame of love go 
flashing through his great heart, as a bright young lassie, with 
breath sweeter than heather honey, and a liquid softness in her 
eyes, was picking the prickly thistles from his hand. 

As a ploughman, Burns was doubtless among the very 
foremost of his time, although, so far as we know, there 
were no ploughing matches then at which he could prove 
his skill and prowess. That he was possessed of both, how
ever, is certain, from what he says in the farmer's "New-Year 
Morning Salutation to his Auld Mare Maggie"-

" Thou was a noble fittie-lan' 
As e'er in tug or tow was drawn! 
Aft thee an' I, in aught hours gaun, 

In guid March weather, 
Hae turned sax rood beside our han', 

For days thegither." 

Some of our gentlemen farmers, and effeminate, prize-taking 
ploughmen of these degenerate days, recently took to declaring 
that Burns never did any such feat, even with 

" His four giiid brutes o' gallant mettle, 
As ever drew before a pet tle." 

According to them, to do so was and is impossible. This, we 
confess, is true, if our small, modern, iron plpughs, formed for 
cutting a small furrow and for anything but easy draught, are 
alone to be taken into account. It was very different, however, 
with the old wooden plough, which was in general use in 
Scotland till after the year 1790, by which time Burns was on 
the eve of leaving his last farm-Ellisland-and removing into 
Dumfries. The following is a description of the plough with 
which Burns and others of his generation performed such feats:-

"The head of the Scottish plough was of wood, from two to 
three feet long, and about six to eight inches on the square. 
The sock was eight inches diameter at the hinder end, and 
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nearly two feet long. Tne beam was from six to nine feet 
long, and nearly twenty inches round at the middle. The 
wrest was about two and a half feet in length, and the stilts 
or handles about five or six feet long." When rightly con
structed, we are told, this plough "cut and set up a well-shaped 
furrow of large dimensions, and it was well calculated for 
labouring la~d that was stiff and benty or much encumbered 
with stones," a description exactly coinciding with that in 
another stanz:;i. of the poem we have already quoted:-

" Thou never braing't, an' fetch't, an' flisket, 
But thy auld tail thou wad hae whisket, 
An' spread abreed thy weel-filled brisket, 

Wi' pith an' power, 
Till spritty knowes wad rair't an' risket, 

.An' slypet owre." 

Others, about the same time, or shortly after, turned over almost 
as much land in a day as the quantity stated by Burns. Some 
time in the eighties-as we have heard our father tell, and he 
was but nine years the junior of the bard of Mossgiel-when he 
was serving with John Stevenson of Hall, in the Parish of Fen
wick (locally known as "Johnie o' the Ha'"), a ploughman 
hardly ever turned over much less when working on the bear 
land in spring, with four fine horses in their prime, assisted 
by a "gadsman" driving the team, and a "gundyman" who, 
with a long pole fixed on the fore part of the beam, pushed it 
from or drew it towards him as he saw was necessary. The 
furrow was, on the average, fifteen or sixteen inches broad. 
When a lad, and driving the plough to surly old George Porter 
of Polbaith, in the Parish of Loudoun (whose naturally kind 
heart, notwithstanding, has long since, alas ! become a clod of 
the valley), we always, when ploughing stubble land, "slypet 
owre " a good deal more than four rigs in a day, and four of 
these, of the croft looking south, comprised an old Scots acre. 
A year or two later, whep a gadsman in the service of good 
old William Young of Hemphill, in the same locality, and who, 
from his apparent age then, must have been born before Burns, 
he pointed out four long, broad, and high-crowned rigs which con
tained five roods of land, and which he said he once ploughed in 
a single day in spring, and had daylight enough left to go to the 
burial of a beggar who had died at the adjacent farm of Dykes
croft, and was interred at Loudoun Kirk, fully two miles away. 

F 



Bums we have invariably found to be correct when referring 
to farm work, crops, seasons, or customs; though, every now and 
then, some wiseacre of the present day affects to have found 
him tripping. Thus it has been said, that if Burns, as he says, 
"upon a Lammas night," took Annie Rankine 

" And set her down wi' right good-will 
Amang the rigs o' barley," 

he must (most unlike a farmer) have done so among the growing 
grain, through which they had been wandering, for the barley 
could not, they say, have been ripe and reaped so early as Lam mas; 
yet this very year, 1893, not only the barley (which is much our 
earliest grain crop), but the oats also, were ripe and reaped at 
Lammas; while it must also be remembered that country 
people then, and for long after, reckoned by the old style, which 
would make that "happy night" to have fallen upon August 
the 12th by our present reckoning. Burns was then at Lochlea, 
which was near to Adamhill, where Annie dwelt; and presum
ing that this was the harvest of 1783, we find that it was an 
early though a scanty one, because of the great heat and pro
tracted drought of the sum'mer ; so that the barley would be 
much earlier cut that year than usual, thus proving beyond a 
doubt that it was among the stooks on the rigs that the impul
sive poet "kissed her owre and owre again," and not, as some 
would foolishly have it, among the standing grain. 

We may not now dwell longer on the allusions of Burns to the 
times and seasons and the operations of the farm. It was his 
thorough acquaintance with all these, and with the manners, 
customs, struggles, loves, sins, and sorrows of the country 
people which give such richness, freshness, force, and beauty to 
all he has written ; and above all to those matchless, natural, 
and thrilling songs of his, which (as we said so long ago at the 
Centenary of his birth) are now sung wherever waves the British 
flag, or the English tongue is spoken. They awake the echoes 
that slumber by the banks of the Indus, or sleep by "wild 
Ontario's boundless lake." They are chanted amid the far
distant islands of "the melancholy main," and they are sung • 
on the shores of Australia. They cheer the heart of the exile 
in his log hut away in the midst of the old primeval forests of 
the far western wildernesses of America. There the home-sick 
Scotsman, with a tremulous voice and a tear in his eye, sings 



71 

of "Craigieburn," and the "Banks and Braes of Bonnie Doon," 
while, at home, and everywhere, the poor oppressed, but honest 
man, sings how "A man's a man for a' that." And never while 
the wild flowers wave on the hills of Caledonia, and her blue lakes 
tremble in the summer breeze, or leap beneath the Spirit of the 
Storm which shrieks from her snow-clad mountains, shall these 
thrilling songs of his be forgotten, or his winged and inspiring 
words fade from the memories of men. Generation after 
generation shall pass away from the stage of time into the 
land of forgetfulness, but in every generation there shall be 
multitudes to love the departed Poet, and be delighted, 
cheered, and benefited by his productions. 

Around the globe his winged words have passed, 
Borne on the summer breeze or wintry blast ; 
And tho' his ha.rp is hushed by death's cold hand, 
Its wondrous tones still echo round the land. 
As some bright star upon the brow of night, 
Undimmed by years, still sheds a lovely light, 
So shall his fame, in every age and clime, 
Remain untarnished by the touch of time. 

A. B. TODD • 

.. ••• f 



BURNS TOPOGRAPHY. 

ALLOWAY.-THE COTTAGE-DOON BRIG-THE MONUMENT 

-MOUNT OLIPHANT. 

" The land he trod 
, Hath now become a place of pilgrimage ; 
Where dearer are the daisies of the sod, 
That conld his song engage. 
The hoary hawthorn, wreathed 
Above the bank! on which his limbs he flung, 

While some sweet plaint he breathed-
The streams he wandered near ; 
The maidens whom he loved, the songs he snng

All, all are dear ! " 

lsA GRAIG K.Nox. 

In the vast and varied range of English and Scottish litera

ture we cannot find another writer-save, perhaps, grand old 

Father Chaucer-who has manifested anything like the power 

which Burns possessed of investing his persons and places with 

absorbing romance and unfading interest. To gain this end he 

employed neither many words nor any straining after effect ; 

but, on the contrary, we constantly see how in a few short 

stanzas, in a single couplet, er even by a passing allusion, he 

exerts his singular immortalising power. The student, opening 

his " Burns " at almost any page, and finding there a person 

named, somehow desires to know more about that individual ; 

or if a place be mentioned he longs to see that locality. Should 

you ask to know the secret of this faculty, in the use of which 

we hold our Bard to be supreme, you will readily get the old 

hackneyed answers - "Burns was so intensely natural and 

human ; " " He touched the centre of things and ideas;" " He 

dealt directly with the great realities of every-day life," and so 

on. All true enough ! But still, the phrase or proposition 

which will adequately explain that wondrous power in Burns 
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has not yet been produced. We are meantime.content to fall 
back upon the outstanding fact that, throughout his works, and 
oftimes by a single touch of his genius, the Poet of Scotland, 
beyond all other writers, has surrounded his characters with 
most attractive wrappings of romance, and imparted to his 
localities a uniquely fascinating and perennial interest. 

It is therefore in no way surprising that to the places made 
thus famous and attractive in his songs and poems the admirers 
of Burns have, during the past sixty or seventy years, repaired 
in constantly growing numbers. Over and over again, too, 
these· places have been ably pourtrayed and lovingly dwelt upon ; 
yet, like the sunshine and the soft airs of spring, the theme 
seems ever fresh and welcome. Far and wide it exercises an 
unfailing charm; it draws the attention of generation after 
generation by a swiftly-spreading and deepening fascination. 

It is evident that amongst all the other localities Alloway 
stands easily first in interest. Round this name the memories 
and associations of Burns most richly cluster. Tarbolton 
and Lochlea hold their memories of the Bachelors' Club, 
Freemason meetings, and youthful love-fits. Mauchline and 
Mossgiel have their story of marvellous poetic achievement, 
as also of folly and gloomy misfortune. Edinburgh opens 
its page of meteoric fame and temporary social exaltation. 
Ellisland is instinct with the echoes of loveliest song. And 
Dumfries holds its pathetic record of struggle-amid accumu
lating sorrows and deepening gloom, on to the premature 
close. But while each place in turn enchains our interest 
and calls forth our sympathy, the visiting throng is greatest 
at Alloway. There the lovers of Burns will always most 
fondly linger. The chief and central pilgrim-shrines of Burns 
are surely there. 

Now if any one wishes to survey to best advantage the 
Poet's "cradle-land," let him take his stand on Carrick Hil~ 
which rises from the southern bank of the Doon, and only 
a short way to the south-west of Alloway village. Looking 
around, by sea and land it is an enchanting scene, rich in 
the elements of picturesque variety, wide grandeur, and quiet 
rural beauty. To the north and west the world-famed Firth 
of Clyde lies full in view, bound round by the Mull of Cantyre, 
the towering Arran hills, and the sweetly-curving Ayrshire 
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Coast ; while, as if guarding the entrance from the wide 
Atlantic, like mighty sentinels stand huge Ailsa Craig and 
the bold Heads of Ayr. Landward also, the prospect is wide 
and remarkably varied, comprising the entire seaboard of Kyle 
and Cunningham, with their fertile uplands and thriving 
seaport towns-Ardrossan, Irvine, Troon, and Ayr-the latter 
town, so well-renowned, stretching full and quaintly in view. 
Clustered round the foot of Carrick Hill there stand the 
Cottage, Kirk Alloway, Doon Brig, and the Monument, all set 
in as pretty a bit of Lowland scenery as can be found in bonnie 
Scotland. It is to-day a richly-wooded, highly-cultivated 
stretch of country ; in these respects far beyond what it was 
a hundred years ago. 

From the Statistical Account of Alloway we learn that in 
1690, when the old parish was merged in the parish of Ayr, 
the land was very bare; so barren and uncared for that its 
surface was almost entirely overrun with furze and heath, 
without shelter or ornament of any kind, except some natural 
wood along the banks of the river. "Alloway" is a name of 
Celtic origin, meaning "a wild, barren place." Though the 
name may have been appropriate enough to the district in the 
olden time, it was not so in Burns' day, and of course it is 
the reverse of appropriate now. By the middle 'Of last century 
the plough had made considerable headway against the barren 
moorlands, and the proprietors of the neighbourhood had 
already begun to plant and otherwise adorn their grounds. 
But altogether apart from these considerations, Alloway with 
its splendid natural surroundings may be truly regarded as 

" Meet nurse for a poetic child." 

If we could go back in thought about a century and a half, 
looking down from this same Carrick Hill, we might see 
William Burnes, a man in the prime of life, coming from 
his place as gardener at Fairlie, near Dundonald, to begin work 
in the same capacity at Doonholm in the parish of Alloway
by and bye feuing seven acres of land for a nursery
garden, and on that feu laboriously erecting with his own hands 
the humble yet now world-renowned " Cottage.'' Thither 
we should see him, in December, 1 7 5 7, bringing his blithe 
young wife from her Carrick home, and on January 25th, 1759, 
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some little stir might be noticed at William Burnes' cottage
door : not much ado, mdeed, for it is only a birth in a lowly 
peasant home. 

Could any one have even faintly guessed that this poor 
cottar's child just born, would yet move the world and thrill 
the heart of humanity, as Burns has done ? In the Session 
Register of Ayr, the event is recorded in the usual form:
" Robert Burns, son lawful to William Burns, in Alloway, and 
Agnes Brown, his spouse, was born January 25th, 1759. Bap
tized, 26th, by Mr. William Dalrymple. Witnesses :-John 
Tennant and James Young." In a letter to Dr. Currie, Gilbert 
Burns says :- "One very stormy morning when my brother 
was nine or ten days old, a little before daylight a part of the 
gable of the cottage feM out, and the rest appeared so shattered 
that my mother, with the young poet, had to be carried through 
the storm to a neighbour's house, where they remained for a 
week until their own dwelling was adjusted." Robert and 
Gilbert would often hear this storm adverted to in the family
circle at Mount Oliphant and Lochlea. In his well-known 
facetious natal song, Burns wrote :-

" Twas then a blast o' Januar' wind 
Blew hansel in on Robin " -

a couplet which may have been only a general allusion to the 
wintry time of his birth, but which more probably had particular 
reference to that night of tempest of which Gilbert speaks. 

Relating further to the time and scene of the Poet's birth 
there is a tradition to the effect that William Burnes, riding in 
haste to bring help from Ayr, found the Slaphouse Burn run
ning high; and saw on the Ayr side of the ford a woman waiting 
(or some means of getting across the · swollen stream. He 
carried her across on horseback; and on his return from Ayr 
he found this same woman sitting at his own fireside,. willing 
to make herself useful in the family emergency. When the 
new-born babe was laid in her lap, it is said that this wandering_ 
person of the gipsy race proceeded to "spae" the child's fortune 
--:-"the gossip keekit in his loof,'' and so on, as in the above
mentioned song. It is matter for speculation whether these 
lines in the song were based on an actual incident such as this, 
or whether the lines gave birth to the tradition in some fertile 
rustic mind.· 
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The Cottage, which was the Poet's home until his eighth year, 
consists of two apartments-a but and a ben-as they are called 
in Ayrshire. The room, or rather the kitchen, in which Burns 
was born remains much the same now as it was then. Here is 

the old fireplace, there the small window, and in the corner 
stands the veritable box-bed of the Poet's birth. As -We stand 
to-day in that quaint, low-roofed, diminutive apartment, what 
thoughts of then and now and the intervening century throng 
the mind! Could we have sauntered into this humble cottage
kitchen after the darkening, some evening in 1765, we should 
have seen to rare advantage an aspect of Scottish peasant 
home-life, very simple and lowly, yet very noble and attractive. 
It must be confessed with regret that such sweet quiet home
scenes were more usual in rural Scotland then than now
scenes of which Scotsmen may well be proud. We feel, 
however, there is something above the usual about this family 
circle. William Burnes is soon dfscovered to be no ordinary 
peasant. In education and general intelligence he is clearly 
above his rank of life. He is grave, even severe, of aspect; 
yet withal a genial, kindly-natured man, of earnest, thoughtful 
piety. Agnes Brown, his wife, is a ·winsome, sagacious woman, 
whose quick imaginative mind is amply stored with local and 
national traditionary lore. Old Betty Davidson, too, is an 
inmate of this home, and she has "the largest collection in the 
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country of tales and songs concerning devils, ghosts, fairies, 

brownies, witches, &c." The "lang forenicht" passes pleasantly. 

William Burnes reads aloud from some good book, and his 

conversation is notably instructive. Young Mrs. Burnes now 

lilts some bonnie Scots ballad or recounts a queer tradition ; 

and old Betty finds an eerie theme among giants, ghosts, 

warlocks, witches, and haunted towers. Then, ere the circle 

breaks up to seek repose, all join in solemn evening prayer. 

The younger bairns have been a-bed since the darkening; but 

Robin, then a boy of seven, sitting belike on the kitchen 

fender, bas been throughout an eager listener, getting his 

mighty imagination kindled and his great mind opened up, 

as thus night after night he sits by the rude old-fashioned 

hearth with its cosy ingle. Meditating at the lowly yet • 

sacred birth-shrine of such amazing poetic genius, one cannot 

escape the conviction that though Robert Burns, so humbly 

born and nurtured, had many drawbacks to struggle with, he 

also enjoyed, in the atmosphere of intelligence, parental 

solicitude, genuine worth, and sterling piety which filled the 

home of his childhood and youth, a training and experience of 

incalculable advantage towards his great mission. 

In 1766, the Burns family left the Cottage, and went to reside 

two miles inland at Mount Oliphant. But already Robert had 

been to school, first at Alloway Mill, and then at a small seminary: 

promoted by thoughtful William Burnes and one or two 

neighbours. This school, taught by the young and gifted John; 

Murdoch, was held in a humble tenement which stood on the 

other side of the highway nearly opposite the door of the Cottage~ 

Willia:m Bumes retained the Cottage with its accompanying feu~ 

rights until 1781, when the subjects were purchased for a small 

sum by the Ayr Corporation of Shoemakers. Exactly one 

hundred years after this, in 1881, the Trustees of the Monument 

acquired the property and relics, for the sum of £4000 .. Too 
Shoemakers' Corporation had, however, expended a good deal 

of money and care upon their famous property. In 1847 they 

erected the neat little hall which is attached to the Cottage, and 

in wliiCh many important Burns MSS. and other relics are 

treasured. For many years the old Burns Club held its Annual 

25th of January Dinner in this hall, and in 1859 the Centenary 

of Burns was there enthusiastically celebrated. Up till 1881 
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the Cottage was licensed as an ale-house. Happily that was 
done away with when the Monument Trustees acquired "the 
Cottage and the whole relics to be preserved in the interests 
and for behoof of the public." Thus the birth-place of the 
national Bard of Scotland became henceforth the property of 
the people of Scotland. 

Passing now to Alloway Kirk and the Auld Brig o' Doon, 
we expect that every one who has read "Tam o' Shanter" 
knows that to this poem these places owe all the rare poetic 
romance that surrounds them. Alloway is now a quoad sacra 
parish, with a handsoqle church generously built and endowed 
by that remarkable man, the late James Baird of Cambusdoon. 
Alloway was once, however, a parish quodd civilia,-an ancient 
parish with an uncommonly interesting history. Here it must 
suffice to say that this old parish, the lands of which belonged 
for centuries to the Burgh of Ayr, was suppressed in 1690, and 
annexed ecclesiastically to the parish of Ayr. About the middle 
of last century, religious services were totally discontinue9 in 

Alloway Kirk, owing to its dilapidated condition. ·In Bums' 
boyhood the old building was ruinous and deserted, church and 
church-yard being totally neglected, till William Burnes and 
a few neighbours, out of respect to the old burying-ground 
towards which they looked as their own last resting-place, having 
obtained authority from the magistrates of Ayr, joined their 
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efforts in repairing the churchyard wall and otherwise "redding 

up " the sacred enclosure. 

Naturally enough, the "Auld Kirk" soon acquired weird 

reputation as a rendezvous of ghosts and witches. In boyhood, 

the poet "'ould often hear it spoken of as "Alloway's auld 

haunted Kirk." These strange superstitions of his boyhood seem 

to have been fresh on his memory when, during the Ellisland 

period, he encountered Captain Grose, the antiquary, who was 

then wandering over the country in search of material for his 

Book of the Antiquities of Scotland. It is well known that 

Captain Grose agreed, at Burns' request, to picture Alloway 

Kirk in his book, on _condition that the poet should write some 

queer tale as a set-off to the engraving. To this stipulation 

Burns readily assented, and hence was produced that great poem 

which half the world regards as the richest product of Burns' 

genius, and which he himself spoke of as his "standard perfor

mance in the poetical line." Quotation would here be worse 

than superfluous. Let those who are interested in Burns 

Topography take the poem in hand, or better still, in memory; 

and follow, not the present highway, but the old track of 

Tam's darksome, stormy, eventful ride; and examine, quote, 

marvel, shudder, and laugh for themselves. Burns' picture of 

the "drouthy" farmer's benighted canter, and the witches' 

midnight dance and orgie, is so perfectly graphic that to 

meddle with it is but to spoil it. 

Visitors to Alloway Kirk seldom fail to walk through the 

ancient parish Kirkyaird Among many memorials of the 

past there stands at the entrance one of deeply pathetic. 

interest-viz., the tombstone over the grave of William 

Burnes, whose remains were carried thither from Lochlea 

farm, some twelve or thirteen miles distant from Alloway. 

On this stone are chiselled those sweet lines in which the 

poet has conferred honour and immortality upon this parent, 

whom, if he sometimes vexed, he always held in well-deserved 

reverence and affection. 

"0 ye whese cheek the teat• of pity stains, 
Draw near with pious rev'rence and attend l 
Here lie the loving husband's dear remains, 
The tender father, and the gen'rous friend; 

• 
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The pitying heart that felt for human woe : 
The dauntless heart that fear'd no human pride ; 
The friend of man -to vice alone a foe : 
For 'even his failings lean'd to virtue's side.' ''. 

It is but a few steps from Kirk Alloway to the river Doon, 
which is admitted to be, apart altogether from its rich Burns 
associations, one of the most charming of Scottish streams. Its 
"Auld Brig," too, is intrinsically a very interesting object, 

because of its quaint solid style of masonry, and its obviously 
great antiquity. Built probably in the first half of the l 5th 
century, it was for many generations the only bridge which 
joined the middle and lower divisions of Ayrshire-Kyle and 
Carrick-between which districts the Doon is the dividing line. 
T411s for centuri.es th~ Brig o' Doon was to the West Country 
folks a noted road-mark and an important point of ~anC~ge in 
the old days of feud and foray. In 1815 the highway was made 
in a more direct course, and a new bridge was built. There
after, notwithstanding the efforts of the Rev. Hamilton Paul, the 
" Auld Brig " was left to contend uncared for against time and 
weather. But, meantime, the fame of Burns was swiftly spread_ 
ing; and it was felt that in his Tam o' Shanter he had made 
this superannuated str.u.cture an object.of:deep romantic·· interest. 
We accordingly read of the able and witty Rev. Hamilton Paul 
again interfering by composing and presenting the following in 
1831 ::--



UNTO THE HONOURABLE THE TRUSTEES OF THE ROADS IN THE COUNTY 

OF AYR, THE PETITION AND COMPLAINT OF THE AULD BRIG o' DooN. 

"Must I, like modern fabrics of a day 
Decline unwept, the victim of decay ? 
Shall my bold arch that proudly stretches o'er 
Doon's classic stream, from Kyle's to Carrick's shore, 
Be suffered in oblivion's gulf to fall, 
And hurl to wreck my venerable wall? 
Forbid it ! every tutelary power 
That guards my key.stane at the midnight hour. 
Forbid it, ye who, charmed by Burns's lay, 
Amid these scenes can linger out the day ! 
Let Nannie's sark, and Maggie's mangled tail 
Plead iu my cause, and in that cause prevail. 
The man of taste, who comes my form to see, 
And curious asks-but asks in vain-for me, 
With tears of sorrow will my fate deplore, 
When he is told ' The Auld Brig is no more.' 
Stop then, 0 stop, the more than vandal rage 
That marks this revolutionary age ; 
And bid the structure of your fathers last, 
The pride of this, the boast of ages past ; 
Nor ever let your children's children tell
By your decree the ancient fabric fell." 

" May it therefore please your Honours to consider the petition, and 

grant such sum as you may think proper for repairing and keeping up 

'the Old Bridge of Doon." 

It was ultra vires of the Road Trust to give a grant of the 

public money ; but it deserves to be known to the credit of the 

Proprietors who were the Trustees in those days, that they put 

their hands in their own pockets and there and then subscril;>ed 

a sum sufficient to meet the prayer of the Auld Brig's petition; 

:in such wise, that, to this day, its bold arch remains a ve1;1erable 

connecting link between the stern old past and these quickly

thanging feverish times. For sixty years gone, it. has been- well

cared for; and it will be strange indeed if it be not jealously 

and fondly tended thr01.~gh the coming age, that so from far and 

near the ever-increasing multitude of Burns admirers may have 

joy in coming to see it, and be privileged, standing on its very 

"key-stane," to gaze with delight upon the "banks and braes o' 

bonnie Doon," and in lively fancy behold Tam o' Shanter and 

his tail-bereft Maggie gallop terror-stricken homewards, while 

Nannie and her "hellish legion" evanish with screech and yell 

into the night. 
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Burns' Monument stands on the northern bank of the Doon, 
hard by the Auld Brig. Because of its priority an.d style, as 
well as its beauty and fitness of situation, this famous structure 
is, by common consent, regarded and spoken of as the Monument. 
The Burns Chronicle, (No. 1 ), in its summary of the post
humous history of Burns, gives the interesting story of how the 
movement to erect this memorial edifice was instituted and 
carried through to its completion in 1823. The design is after 
the manner of the purest style of Greek architecture. The 
massive triangular basement is suggestive of the ancient three
fold division of Ayrshire- Cunningham, Kyle, and Carrick. 
From this basement nine handsome Corinthian pillars rise thirty 
feet high-a pillar for each of the Muses. The pillars are 
crowned by a cupola which is further surmounted by an elegant 
gilt tripod held up by three dolphins-the sacred fishes of 
Apollo. In its details the Monument is thus poetically appro-

priate; while in its entirety the result is eminently chaste and 
imposing. The Monument Trustees further see that the richly
planted grounds are kept in exquisite taste and scrupulous 
neatness. It is quite a pretty example of landscape gardening, 
set in a most charming environment. The view to be had on 
.a summer day from the top of the Monument is wide and grand 
-a scene so sweetly natural and varied, that time after time it 
may be surveyed with ever fresh and growing delight. 



Amongst the various Burns relics and curios to be seen in 
the Monument, the most noteworthy are Jean Armour's 
wedding-ring and the two-volumed Bible which the Bard 
solemnly inscribed and presented as a love-token to Mary 
Campbell, that summer Sunday of 1786 when they met to part, 
" in a sequestered spot by the banks of Ayr." What memories 
and emotions are kindled within us as we gaze on these two 
relics as they now lie together in this great memorial shrine ! 

The trustees of the Monument also hold a most valuable and 
attractive property in the famous statues of " Tam o' Shanter 
and Souter Johnnie." Our admiration of these masterly 
pieces of sculpture is greatly enhanced when we remember 
that they are the work of Thom, the stone-mason, self-taught 
as a sculptor, yet clearly for this art a man of great natural 
genius. In a neat little cottage in the grounds the free-stone 
effigies of Tam and his bosom cronie sit side by side, as in 
thetr lifetime those worthies are supposed to have sat through 
many a merry meeting, whereat "the souter tauld his queerest 
stories." As a happy representation of the Poet's idea the 
statues will repay a careful study of every detail. 

In August, 1844, the Monument was the scene of the famous 
Burns Festival, a large and brilliant gathering at which the 
Poet's three sons, Robert, William Nicol, and James Glencairn 
were present. This celebration is further memorable because of 
the splendidly eloquent and appreciative orations which were 
delivered by Lord Eglinton as chairman, and Professor John 
Wilson (Christopher North) as croupier. But, indeed, ever 
since its inauguration in 1823, this graceful cenotaph, with 
its lovely surroundings, has proved itself the most attractive 
holiday resort in the West of Scotland. Next to the Cottage, 
perhaps, it is to Burns lovers all the world over the favourite 
memorial of the Poet. In the tourist season, a constant stream 
of visitors (sometimes numbering thousands daily) flows to 
Alloway. The numbers have risen with leaps and bounds, till 
now the turn-styles at the Cottage and the Monument register 
annually from thirty to forty thousand visitors,-an admiring 
concourse of men and women of every rank and calling, drawn 
from every clime and nationality. As a manifestation of topo
graphical interest these figures are, so far as we can discover, 
quite phenomenal in the history of literature. 



Mount Oliphant is situated. in Alloway parish, about two 
miles inland from the Cottage and the Monument. Thither 
also your genuine student of Burns finds his way ; for did not 
the Poet live there from his eighth to his eighteenth year? 
While of itself this farm is in no way picturesque, the view 
both seaward and landward is again extensive and inspiring. 
In spite of long cultivation, however, the farm is to this day 
but an indifferent one, the land being heavy, cold, and stubborn. 
It is therefore easy to understand how to the Burns family 
their eleven years' tenancy of Mount Oliphant were years of 
ceaseless, harassing struggle to keep the wolf from the door. 
"The farm," says Burns in his Autobiography, "proved a 
ruinous bargain ; and to clench the misfortune, we fell into 
the hands of a factor, who sat for the picture I have drawn of 
one in my tale of 'Twa Dogs.' . We lived very 
poorly. I was a dexterous ploughman for my age; and the 
next oldest to me was a brother who could drive the plough 
very well, and help me to thrash the corn. A novel-writer 
might view these scenes with satisfaction ; but so did not I. 
My indignation yet boils at the s~oundrel factor's insolent 
threatening letters, which used to set us all in tears. This 
kind of life-the cheerless gloom of a hermit, with the unceasing 
moil of a galley-slave-brought me to my sixteenth year.'' 

But we know that the gloom and toil of this period of 
Burns' life were not altogether unrelieved. Though he had 
thus early to bear the strain of a grown man's labours, he 
managed to read a great deal, almost literally devouring what
ever book came to his hand. At this time the Life of Hannibal 
and the Story of Sir William Wallace deeply impressed him ; 
but his Collection of Songs was his vade-mecum, as he drove his 
cart or walked to his labour in the fields. In the evenings, 
too, by the Mount Oliphant fireside, William Burnes taught 
and conversed with his children, and especially strove to be to 
Robert and Gilbert a faithful ",guide, philosopher, and friend.'' 
There would also be the holy scenes of nightly family worship. 
It is to these brighter memories of weary Mount Oliphant 
Bums refers in the lines :-

" My father was a farmer, upon the Carrick border, 
And carefully he bred me in decency and order : 
He bade me act a manly part, tho' I had ne'er a farthing; 
For, without an honest, manly heart, nae man was worth regarding." 



Nor should we close this paper without noting the important 
fact that Mount Oliphant-all its toils and drawbacks notwith
standing-was the scene of the amorous Bard's first love-dream, 
and his first love-song. There, on an old-fashioned hairst-ri'g, 
his tinder-like heart was smitten by Nellie Kilpatrick, then a 
sweet country lassie of fourteen. This fair young vision brought 
a new strange lustre into his large, keen, dark eyes, and kindled 
his care-burdened yet soaring spirit into song. But far better 
than anyone else can do, the Poet himself has warmly 
painted the significant scene :-"You know our country cus
tom of coupling a man and woman together as partners in the 
labours of the harvest. In my fifteenth autumn my partner was 
a bewitching creature, a year younger than myself. My scarcity 
of English denies me the power of do\ng her justice in that 
language, but you know the Scotch idiom-she was a 'bonie, 
sweet, sonsie lass.' In short, she, altogether unwittingly to her
self, initiated me in that delicious passion, which, in spite of 
disappointment, gin-horse prudence, and bookworm philosophy, 
I hold to be the first of human joys, our dearest blessing here 
below. How she caught the contagion I cannot tell: you 
medical people talk much of infection from breathing the same 
air, the touch, etc. ; but I never expressly said I loved her. 
Indeed I did not know myself why I liked so much to loiter 
behind with her when returning in the evening from our 
labours; why the tones of her voice made my heart-strings 
thrill like an .IEolian harp; and, particularly, why my pulse beat 
such a furious ratan when I looked and fingered over her little 
hand to pick out the cruel n~ttle-stings and thistles. Among 
her other love-inspiring qualities she sang sweetly; and it was 
her favourite reel to which I attempted g'.ving an embodied 
vehicle in rhyme. Thus with me began Love and Poetry.'' 

And thus we conclude that though Mount Oliphant is, from 
the artist's or the farmer's stand-point, cold and barren, it is . 
nevertheless classic ground ; for the youthful Burns trod and 
tilled it, and there he began to sing those songs of love which 
form by far the grandest lyric legacy any one man has ever 
bequeathed to his fellow-men. 

J.C. H. 

G 



86 

THE HAMILTON PAUL MSS. 

FOLLOWING on the list of documents chronicled in 
our last issue, we submit the contents of a few more 
in chronological order. 

(1) "At last Anniversary-viz., that of 1804*-it was suggested that, 
as many of the Members of the Club were advanced in years, 
and the winter an inconvenient season for them to dine in the 
Cottage, the Anniversary should be transferred from winter to 
summer; and it was resolved that Lieut.-Col. Cameron should 
be 0onvenor of the meeting. 

Accordingly, on 22nd June, 1805, a numerous party assembled, and 
dined in the Cottage, among whom were 

JoHN LOGAN, Esq., of KnockRhinnoch. 
ROBERT THOMSON, Esq., of Daljarrock. 
DANIF..L LIMOND, Esq., Air. 
CHARLES SHAW, Esq., Air, &c., &c. 

The 5th Ode was read by Lieut.-Col. Adam, of 2lst Regt. of Foot, 
who, with several of his brother officers, joined the Society." 

(2) "The 6th celebration took place on 19th July, 1806. At it, besides 
the usual Members, were present:--

DAVID LIMOND, Jun., Esq., of Dalblair. 
QUINTIN KENNEDY, Younger of Drummelland. 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL, Esq. of Fairfield. 
MR. SHERIFF-SUBSTITUTE MURDOCH. 
CAPT. STEVENSON, &c., &c. 

Major Money, 2lst Regt. of Foot (who, with Major Henry and other 
officers, graced the meeting), read the 6th Ode on the occasion." 

(3) "The summer of 1809 passed without any celebration owing to the 
absence of some of the leading members of the Club; but, on 29th 
Jany., 1810, the Society dined in the King's Arms Inn, Air. They 
had hitherto dined in the Cottage, but in consideration of the dead 
of winter, they preferred the city tavern to the rural cot. John 
Ballantine, Esq., was for the first time absent, and the chair was 
filled by Lieut.-Col. A. W. Hamilton, who was supported by 

MAJOR COLLIER, Inspecting Field Officer. 
CAPT. CHAMBERS, Airshire Militia. 
CAPT. CAMPBELL, 9lst Regt. of Foot. 
ALEXR. GAIRDNER, Esq. 
DR. DONALDSON. 
CAPT. HUMBLE. 
LIEUT. CRAWFORD, R.N. 
C'APT. CouLTHART, &c., &c." 

(Ode No. 8 is incorporated in this minute). 

* Record apparently lost. 



PRESBYTERIAL CERTIFICATE OF REV. HAMILTON PAUL. 

(4) "That Mr. Hamilton Paul, preacher of the Gospel and a Licentiate 
of the Presbytery of Ayr, has long resided within their Bounds, 
where he is known to many members of the Presbytery : That 
his conduct to the best of their knowledge has been unifoo:mly 
pious, sober, grave, and prudent, such as became a Preacher of 
the Gospel, and one who had a view to the Holy :Ministry ; and 
that the Presbytery can, with safety, recommend him to any 
Presbytery or Christian Society, where Providence may order 
his lot, as having every promise of being useful in the Church of 
Christ; is, in name and by appointment of Presbytery, attested 
at Ayr, this twenty-ninth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen years, by 

l GILB. M'lLVEE~, Modr. 
(Signed) WILLIAM PEEBLES, Olk." 

PETITION OF THE AuLn BRIG o' DooN. 

'{fi) "In the year 1812 or 13, John Balfour, Esq., of Sauchie, ancl 
Hamilton Boswell, Esq., of Garallan, came to see me in a state 
of great excitement, and saicl-' Wh11t do ye think the Road 
Trustees h11ve done? They have sold the Auld Brig o' Doon as 
a Quarry to the Contractor for the new Brig. The Auld Brig 
must be savecl, ancl you are the only one that can do it, and you 
must set about it immediately.' I set about it accordingly, 
and wrote the Petition of the Auld Brig o' Doon in arrest of 
judgment. It wn.s printed on a broad Rheet, and circulated 
throughout the country. In a few days it was returned with 
the following names affixed to it. The preamble was thus 
expressed-' We, the Subscribers, have taken into consideration 
the above Petition, and agree to pay the sums annexed to our 
respective names in order to repurchase the AuM Brig o' Doon 
and keep it in repair.' 

Archibald, Lord Montgomerie, £10 10 0 
Sir Hew Dalrymple Hamilton, 10 10 0 
R. A. Oswald, of Auchincruive, 10 10 0 
John Balfour, of Sauchie, 10 10 0 
A. C. B. Craufurd, of Ardmillan, 10 10 0 
William Fullarton, of Skeldon, 10 10 0 
*-- Taylor, of Blackhouse, 10 10 0 
*--Torrance, of Kilsaintninians, 10 10 0 
.*-- Cathmtrt, of Greenfield, 10 10 0 
Sir David Hunter Blair, 10 10 0 
Colonel Ja.mes Blair, ... 10 10 0 
Captain Crawford, of Doonside, 5 5 0 
Besides twenty or thirty more gentlemen each, l l 0 

(Signed) HAMILTON PAUL." 

The text of this Petition has apparently been lost, , unless, 
indeed, it be identical in terms with that presented in 183 I. 

• lfS. tom. 
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For the time being it had the desired effect, and none of the 

subscribers were called upon for their subscriptions, the Road 

Trustees having agreed to the prayer of the petition. However, 

18 or 19 years thereafter-viz., in 1831-a cry again rose to· 

demolish the " Auld Brig," when Mr. David Auld stepped in 

to the rescue, and got Mr. Paul to write the poetical petition, 

which is correctly quoted by the Rev. Mr. Higgins in the 

present volume. The subscribers on this occasion were :-

A. W. Hamilton, £2 0 0 paid. 

Q. Kennedy, ... 2 0 0 paid. 

Archd. Hamilton, 1 0 0 
D. Limond, 1 0 0 paid. 

J. Macadam Cathcart, 1 0 0 paid. 

P. M'Neight, ... 1 0 0 

D. Hunter Blair, 2 0 0 paid. 

A. Hunter, per Andw. Hunter, 2 0 0 paid. 

The sum total here does not reach a high figure, but it no 

doubt served the purpose of again reminding the Trustees that 

the structure was national property in a sense, and that its 

destruction would be an act of the most barbarous and inex

cusable vandalism. It is noteworthy that, when the new Bridge 

of Ayr was resolved upon, the contractors had stipulated in 

their bargain to take down the Auld Brig and use the stones. 

for building the New Brig, but this was also prevented by the 

energetic action of a few of the more public-spirited citizens. 

We have seen it sor ~where stated that a certain Mr. Templeton 

recently left a sum of money for keeping the Auld Brig in a 

proper state of repair in all time coming, and, if so, we trust the 

people of Ayr will see that the endowment is properly applied.* 

In his edition of Burns, published at Ayr in 1819, Mr. Paul 

gives an account of the first anniversary in 1801, which agrees 

in every particular with that which we have already laid before 

our readers in a former number. On p. 296 of his "Appendix,'" 

he says:-" The succeeding Festivals were honoured by the 

presence of the most distinguished characters in the town and 

neighbourhood. An additional room was built to the end of 

the Cottage; but the numbers increased to such a degree that 

they could not, without the utmost difficulty, be accommodated. 
Some weak attempts have been made by narrow

minded men to expose to ridicule this Burnomania, as they term 

* While we write we notice that certain repairs on the Auld Brig are to be 
carried out by the ordinary method of assessment. 
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it; but, like self-love converted by the plastic power of the Poet in
to social affection, it is spreading wider and wider every day." At 
each anniversary, an Ode, composed by the Rev. Hamilton Paul, 
was read by the Chairman, and the originals of many of these 
we have found among the MSS. examined. The more striking 
passages contained in them he incorporated in an " Irregular 
AnniversaryOde,''which will be found in the "Appendix" referred 
to above. As a specimen, we submit an extract from one of the 
odes, which bears to be "a tribute to the memory of three friends 
to whom the Poet was dear, and some of whom he distinguished 
with peculiar marks of gratitude and esteem, as his writings testify." 

"'fo frolic prone, to melancholy slow, 
The Muse long struggling 'gainst the tide of grief, 
Now bursts the flood-gates of oppressive woe, 
And tries in utt'rance to obtain relief; 
The while her fav'rites, 'mid unbroken gloom, 
Partake the dreamless slumbers of the tomb. 
Lamented Aikin, first I hail thy name, 
Whose pure bene\·olent regard 
Gave counsel to the youthful I.lard ; 
Admir'd and read him into fame. .. * * * • 
Thy banks, 0 Doon, shall long retain, 
And echo back the plaintive strain, 
As near thy glassy wave, 
\Ve hear the sigh when Beauty weeps 
O'er the cold tnrf where Crawford sleeps
The turf that wraps his grave. 
Ye trees that crown the wat'ry glade, 
Ye birds that chant the boughs among, 
Ye seem to wear a deeper shade, 
Ye seem to pour a sadder song. 

* * * * * 
And now, by :Fancy led, the Muse 
The consecrated earth reviews, 
Where rests in undisturbed repose, 
The holy man of many woes ; 
Religion long shall miss thy critic skill, 
Thy steady deep research, MacGill ; 
Thy breast with pious fervour glow'd, 
And from thy lips persuasion flow'd ; 
Thy simple eloquence that spoke the heart, 
Thy life which proved the power of truth, 
Had sweeter charms for age and youth, 
Than all the magic of rhetoric art, 
Or mystic pomp of language could impart." 

D. M'NAUGHT. 
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BURNS' DIRECT DESCENDANTS. 

I T may not be as widely known as it ought to be that 

there are members of the direct line of Burns' family 

still living who form connecting links with a past that is 

generally deemed, in a vague way, so far removed from the 

present as to be more a chapter of national history than a record 

of personal experience. Whether this proceeds from a lack 

of public interest, or from the retiring disposition of the 

individuals themselves, we cannot take upon ourselves to say ; 

but this, we do know, that the most worthless scamp of modern 

society receives some measure of attention from the multitude, 

if only he can boast that his blood is not of plebeian hue ; and 

surely the descendants of Nature's aristocracy are entitled, at 

the very least, to the same recognition. During the careers of 

the Poet's sons we hear, now and again, of their taking part in 

some public function in honour of their father ; but since their 

deaths, their lineal representatives have lived a retired life in 

Cheltenham, seldom obtruding themselves on the public notice, 

and then invariably at the instance of others. Mrs. Sarah 

Burns Hutchinson, the only surviving member of the first 

family of Lieutenant- Colonel James Glen cairn Burns (the 

fourth son of the Poet), who lives in Cheltenham with her half

sister, Annie Burns, the only child of his second marriage, is 

perhaps the sole individual living who directly connects the 

Poet's household with the present generation. Born in India, 

she was sent home an infant, on the death of her mother, and 

placed under the affectionate care of her grandmother " Bonie 

Jean," with whom she lived till the death of the latter, at the 

date of which event she was twelve years old. She was a great 

favourite of her grandmother, and she it is who appears along 

with her in the portrait which Blackie's engravings have rendered 

so familiar. Though now beyond the three score and ten, 

Mrs. Hutchinson's faculties remain unimpaired, but her physical 

health is not always what her friends could wish. As for 

worldly circumstances, she is possessed of a modest competence 

which suffices for the expenses of her unpretentious household, 

but which cannot bear any great strain beyond that. Her 

son, Robert Burns Hutchinson, is the only male descendant of 
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Burns in the direct line living at the present day. He is 
employed as a clerk in a shipping insurance office in Chicago; 
and it will perhaps be remembered that about eighteen months 
ago he was set upon in that city by a gang of robbers, and 
almost murdered. An appeal on his behalf was at that time 
made through the medium of a section of the Scottish Press, 
to which the response was anything but gratifying. But we 
feel confident that had the matter been taken up by a repre
sentative body, such as carried the case of Mrs. Wingate to a 
successful issue, the result would have been different. For 
months, his life hung in the balance. We are glad, however, to 
say that by dint of skilful nursing he has now recovered sufficiently 
to resume his duties. During the time he was incapacitated, 
the support of his household was cheerfully undertaken by his 
devoted mother, a labour of love which she accomplished with
out extraneous help, save the insignificant trifle to which we have 
alluded. We have received several communications from the 
estimable lady, and, though she shrinks from publicity, we do 
not think we break confidence in submitting a few extracts for 
the benefit of our readers. The references to the family genealogy 
are scattered through the correspondence, and so mixed up with 
matters of a more private nature, that we deem it proper to 
submit them in our own words in a collected form :-

Robert, the eldest son of the Poet, had one daughter, Eliza, who 
was taken out to India by Colonel Ja.mes Glencairn Burns in 1833, 
where she married a Dr. Everitt of the Madras Medical Service. They 
returned from India in 1839, and Dr. Everitt dietl the following year. 
Their issue was a daughter, who married Mr. Mathew Thomas, a 
connexion of her father's family. She Ii ves at Martinstower, Killiwick, 
County Wexford, Ireland, where her husband farms the Everitt estate. 
They have no family. Colonel \Vm. Nicol Burns married Catherine, 
daughter of R. Crone, Esq., Dublin, and died without issue. Lieutenant 
Colonel James Glencairn Burns married, firstly, Sarah, daughter of 
.Tames Robinson, Esq., of Sunderland, by whom he had issue, one son 
and two daughters, of whom Sar11.h Burns Hutchinson is the only 
survivor. She was born in India. Her mother dying at her birth, 
she was sent home an infant and brough~ up by her grandmother 
"Bouie Jean," with whom she lived till the latter's death. She 
married Dr. B. W. Hutchinson, who died in Australia, and her family 
consists of one son and three daughters. This son, Robert Burns, the 
only living male descendant of Burns in the direct line, is, as we have 
said, clerk in a shipping insurance office in Chicago. He is married, 
and at the present date his issue is one daughter. The eldest daughter, 
Annie Vincent Burns Hutchinson, married a Mr. James Scott, who 
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possessed vineyards near Adelaide, Australia. They have no issue and 
still live in Australia. The second daughter, Violet Burns Hutchinson, 
married, in 1889, George Gowrney, M.A., Headmaster, Junior Depart
ment of Berkhamstead Grammar School, Hertfordshire. They have 
no family. The third daughter, Margaret Constance Burns Hutchinson, 
is unmarried, and lives with her mother at Cheltenham. Lieutenant
Colonel James Glencairn Burns married, secondly, Mary, daughter of 
Captain Beckett of Enfield, who died in 1845, leaving one daughter, 
Annie Burns. She is unmarried, and lives with her sister, Mrs. 
Sarah Burns Hutchinson, in Cheltenham. 

On certain other interesting points, we cannot do better· 
than quote exactly what she herself says, lest, by condensing, 
we deprive her communications of the authority which they 
intrinsically posr.ess. 

Cheltenham, Octr. 27th, 1893. 
DEAR Sm,- • • . I was only twelve years old at my grand-

mother's death, consequently I have little recollection of incidents or 
anecdotes about my grandfather. My father was barely two years old 
when his father, the Poet, died in 1796: He was educated in London, 
and sent off to India as a Cadet of the Indian service at 16 years of age, 
and came home two years before his mother died. He had to return 
again to India. My half-siRter, Annie Burns, was brought up by her 
mother's family in T,ondon, consequently both of us know really 
nothing of the Poet's history. My father often said it was disgraceful 
the statements made out by people who lived in the Poet's time, 
containing, as they did, so much falsehood and exaggeration of the 
events of his life. Dr. Currie had all the letters and papers sent to him 
by my grandmother when he wrote the Poet's life, but he never returned 
them to her, and her sons were too young then to ask for them; so other 
people became possessed of letters and poems of the Poet which ought to 
have been given back to the family. The copyright of Ourrie's Life of 
Burns ought to have been conferred upon his widow, but it was not •. 

I can only tell you about the few relics that belonged to our grand
father which are in our own possession. We have my grandfather's 
desk or escritoire, on which he wrote his poems and letters. I have 
the family Bible in which he entered the births of his C'hildren, and in 
which he also entered the date of his own birth and that of his wife, 
Jean Armour. I have also the eight-day clock he bought when he 
settled on his farm of Ellisland, which was left by my granduncle to 
my uncle, Colonel 'Villiam Nicol Burns, by our uncle Robert Armour, 
and he said I was to get it after Colonel Burns' death. These things, 
of course, go to my son at my death. I have also the water-colour 
paintiug of the "Cottar's Saturday Night," given to Burns by Davi<l 
Allen, the artist, about a year before the Poet's death. He was very 
proud of Allen's picture, because he thought it so well conceived after 
his poem, and the first embodied idea of that poem by a clever 
artist. . • . . -Yours truly, S. liUTCHINSO~. 

MR. D. M'NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 
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Cheltenham, Novr. 6th, 1893. 
DEAR Sm,- . . , , In reply, I can only again say that I have 

no recollection of my grandmother speaking of her husband. I was 
but little with her during the day. I was sent to school as a. day 
boarder, and did not return home till la.te in the evening. My poor 
grandmother was paralysed some years before her death, which affected 
her speech very much. We had a kind friend of hers from near 
Dumfries who live<l with us for the last few years of her life. She 
took care of her, and lived with us as a friend a.nd companion. • • 
I live in the house in which my uncle, Colonel William Nicol Burns, 
died, eight years after the death of my father, which occurred in a 
house in this same street.-Yours truly, S. HuTCHINSO~. 

Mn.. D. M'NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 

In all her letters she deprecates in most vigorous and sensible 
language the tendency that has all along prevailed to delineate 
the personality of Burns at the expense of his poetry, and it 
is for this reason that she has never allowed her daughters to 
read even the accredited "Lives" of their great ancestor. To the 
opinion expressed every true admirer of the Poet will unhesitat
ingly give his adhesion; but ever since the publications of his 
early biographers, the double task of investigation and defence 
has become an imperative duty which cannot be shirked, however 
unpalatable its performance may be felt to be. Apology and 
"ambiguous giving out" have been too long the diapason notes 
of both the written and spoken eulogies of Burns; so much so, 
that he, of all poets, has most reason to pray for deliverance from 
the hands of his friends. Speaking for ourselves, \Ve infinitely 
prefer the open attack of the enemy to the unconscious sapping 
and mining of indiscreet defenders. Only by allowing the 
opposing forces a free field can their proper strength be estimated 
and victory ensured, when the time arrives for concerted action. 
In the meantime, the apologetic attitude ought to be discarded, 
and a bolder and more aggressive one assumed, if only for the 
purpose of demonstrating on the lower level that the Burns, 
whom the generations have known, and will know, stands 
unassailed and unassailable. This is what his grand-daughter 
says on the subject :-

Cheltenham, 14th Novr., '93. 
DEAR Sm,- . • • . There has been, and still is, great need 

for some clever, large-hearted Scotsman to take up Burns as a Poet. 
Lord Young, many years ago, asked the guests at a Burns Dinner 
whether it was not time to let Burns' private life a.lone, a.nd speak of 
him only as one of Scotland's greatest men-her greatest Poet a.nd Song 
Writer. What interest has this generation in knowing a.11 his private 
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life and failings? I do wish some good minister, such as Dr. Donald 
MacLeod, wouhl write or preach about all that is good and noble in 
Burns. I am sure his " Cottar's Saturday Night " is a sermon in 
itself, and bis "Epistle to a Young Friend " is another noble poem. 
His love, sympathy, and beauty of language are seen in almost all bis 
poems-" The Mouse," for instance, "Poor Maillie," and "The 
Daisy." His sorrow over the errors of his own life is touching. It 
is generally allowed that when people are in their graves their faults 
should be forgotten, but my Grandfather's failings seem never to be 
forgiven or forgotten. He was, like other men, a weak mortal, and 
did not conquer himself. Carlyle's opinion and defence of Burns I 
really admire; as for the many other Lives and Editions, I care not for 
them.-With kind regards, yours sincerely, 

S. BURXS HUTCHINSON. 
Mr. D. M'NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 

The last letter we received from the worthy lady, dated 
"Deer. 8th, 1893," clearly proves that a full measure of the 
large-hearted benevolence of Burns has been inherite<l by his 
grand-daughters :-

I am indeed much pleased and interested in the earnest hearty letter 
you enclosed to me from Dr. MacLeod, which I shall preserve as the 
opinion of a good man who highly values and esteems the character 
of my Grandfather. His kind blessing upon myself I shall value to my 
life's end. We are busy at this season trying to help 
the poor and make Christmas brighter for them. I cannot get out, but 
my sister goes off to the Workhouse weekly. She takes papers and 
reads to the poor men the one week, and the other, to the poor old 
women. We collect money from our friends and give them each a 
packet of tea and sugar at the New-Year. They are allowed to make 
it in the wards themselves, and they are so pleased to see us and wish 
us a glad New-Year. Wishing you all good wishes of the coming 
scason.-Yours sincerely, S. B. HuTOHINSOX. 

MR. D. M'NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 

Of the personal appearance of the members in the direct 
line of the family, Mrs. Mary S. I. Hutchison, of Cleughbrae, 
Mouswald, writing to the Glasgow Herald (Feby. 13th, 1893), 
mentions that " Margaret, or, as she is generally called, 
'Daisy,' the youngest of Mrs. Hutchinson's family, strikingly 
resembles her great-grandfather, or, rather, any of his likenesses 
I have seen." It must be considered somewhat remarkable 
that the only lineal male descendant of Burns bears the name 
of "Hutchinson," and that he resides in America. There is, 
besides, not a single individual of the race that bears the name, 
at the present moment within the bounds of Scotland, so far 
as we know. 
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As to the spelling of the family name, in the Parish Register 

of Dunottar the Clochnahill family are all written down 

" Burnes." The poet's father always signed himself " William 

Burnes," and the family Bible shows the same orthography in 

his own hand. On the death of his father, however, the Poet 

recorded the event in the Family Register as under:·-

"William Burness departed this life, 13th February, 1784, aged 

63 years, 2 months, and 22 days." 

" Burness" also appears on the gravestone in Alloway 

Churchyard. Burns spelt his name, "Robert Burness," up to 

April, 1786, after which, by agreement between him and 

Gilbert, the abbreviated form, "Burns," was adopted. The 

alteration, from two to one syllable, made no difference in the 

Ayrshire pronunciation, to which the abbreviation conformed. 

D. M'NAUGHT. 



BURNS versus THE " POT BOILER." 

AN IMPEACHMENT AND DEFENCE. 

(Dedicated to the Greenock Burns Club). 

I HA VE in Burns' Chloris done what little I could to 
resuscitate the murdered reputation of Jean Lorimer, 
and I would now fain attempt to rehahilitate Burns 

himself by defending him from the evil involved in other 
vilifications. My motive, in the work referred to, was to 
dear away the baleful vapours resting on the graves of Burns 
and one of his heroines-a lady for whom he had true friend
ship, respect, and admiration, because of her amiable, womanly 
qualities, as well as her blameless life and unmerited mis
fortunes. In the same connection, I endeavour to show how 
an unsuspected, unscrupulous, popular writer-a candid, 
unfriendly friend, 

Willing to wound and yet afraid to strike, 
Who hints a doubt and hesitates dislike, 

in addition to certain units of what may be designated the 
" Literary Fry," had· inveigled others, and kept alive aspersions 
on the character of Burns, in relation to one of the most 
blameless and honourable episodes of his life. I endeavour 
to present Burns in a new light; and having, with admitted 
success, cleared him from one, at least, of many charges of 
infraction of the moral law, I desire to encourage others in the 
same course. I believe there could be demolished some of 
the outworks erected by " pot boilers " who live upon Burns, 
and who, in their co-operating action, maintain en permanence, 
blinds which hide the native nobility, even in its every-day 
aspect, of one of the foremost personalities among the galaxy 
of Scotsmen who make our little country illustrious among 
the many. 

Soon after the first portion of my " Reminiscence of 
Chloris " was published in the Glasgow Herald, I received, 
and I continue to receive, communications from all sorts and 
conditions of men and women, in high and in humble places 
alike, demonstrating that interest in my subject was widespread 
and keen, and that the feeling and considerations I desired to 
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evoke had been elicited. This has been intensely gratifyingr 
and I hope to further my object still more. My readiest 
method of doing this, and ·showing that need continues, is, in· 
initialibus, by furnishing a few extracts from correspondence 
which so far speaks for itself, and as no names are given, 
there is no breach of confidence. I accompany the 
extracts with an assurance that they have emanated from 
individuals to whose views in most questions of morality 
and literary taste I could yield a pre-possessed and 
unquestioning deference. If I had received no other 
gratification than that derived from the letters of " B.," 
"·w.," and "L.," my volunteer labour of love would have been 
more than abundantly compensated. "B." and "W." illustrate 
wherein my correspondents are in complete accord, as also 
wherein they mildly differ from me. Amongst the first is a 
cordial "God speed" from my friend "B." (then some 500 

miles distant), almost my contemporary in years, and the head 
of a large legal firm, one who rarely speaks until he has in
wardly counted twenty, who weighs his words, and enunciates. 
them under a sense of responsibility. He writes :-

"I cannot refrain from expressing to you the pleasure which a 
perusal of your articles on the " Lassie wi' the Lint White Locks " in 
the Gla~gow Herald has givPn me. I often felt pained in reading the 
broad statements of a fall from " the paths of virtue" made in some 
editions, and the insinuations of levity and lax morality made in others, 
to think that one whom Burns admired, and thought much of, and 
who had been immortalised by some of his finest effusions, should have 
sunk into the degradation represented. You have, however, by the 
most positive direct evidence cleared the lady's memory from the foul 
imputation, and restored her reputation to that satisfactory positjon 
which every lover of Burns must feel pleased it should maintain ; and 
have for ever silenced her detractors. It may be that those detractors 
erred through ignorance, and have carelessly repeated something that 
had been gossip, but they are not the less deserving of reprobation ancl 
contempt for making vile statements and insinuations without taking 
the trouble of investigation. Allan Cunningham puts himself in a very 
contemptible position by doing so, as, at the time he edited the works 
of Burns, he might easily have ascertained the truth, In an edition of 
the works published by Nimmo, of Edinburgh (in 1881, I think), the 
slander is stated in the broadest terms. I therefore wish and hope 
that your articles will be added to every future edition of the poet. 
There seems at present a damnable itch amongst the Literary Fry to 
traduce both Burns and his heroines, and, if possible, cast them down 
from that position of high esteem which they have held amongst their· 
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Such articles as yours are therefore timeous and refreshing, and do 
honour to the head and heart of the author. When I perused the first 
-0ne I felt a strong desire to address to you my appreciation of it, and to 
congratulate you on its publication, but I hesitated to do what it was 
possible you might take as presumption. In talking over the subject 
with a dear friend yesterday, and expressing my desire, he strongly 
urged me t9 give it effect, the more especially as I knew you; hence my 
present communieation. Trusting you will receive it as meant." 

Such a letter was to me balm of Gilead, for I was doubtful 
of the sympathy I might meet from grave and reverend 
signiors about my own age in their view of what might seem 
Quixotic occupation for one of my years. Such misgivings 
were speedily allayed, for there followed close-and singularly 
enough from the senior partner of a large English solicitor's 
firm, an assurance in character :-

"Jury and Court entirely with you, Doctor; defendant not a leg to 
stand upon. Case proved up to the hilt ; clients leave Court with no 
stain on character. Full d:i.mages allowed, and costs not taxed." 

As it was a toss-up whether my two congratulators were my 
seniors, I no longer felt apprehensive of being twitted for 
unbecoming use of leisure time, and felt increasing pleasure in 
my employment. Quickly succeeding came a letter from 
"''V,'" which I greatly valued, as he is a gentleman in elevated 
position in the world's regard, due to the recognition of special 
professional merit, extensive literary culture, and fine tast~ 

whose judgments are invariably based on conscientious convic
tion. We have not quite seen "eye to eye " on one point 
I have still strongly at heart, but of that later on. He 
wrote me:-

" \Vhat I wanted to convey is, that I read the last of your letters 
with much interest, and not without a feeling that Allan Cunningham 
got well and righteously chastised in it, although, I confess, I had never 
before had the satl tale of Chloris fairly before me. I was glad to see 
somewherf:l that your letters are to be re-published. Will you kindly 
tell me where, and by whom? I am very glad you have got on such >t 

subject. I have a sister who is also full of Burns' poems, and will be 
glad to have the letters in full." 

As my publication progressed, I expressed the desire I felt 
in common with the late Norman Macleod, that the Scottish 
public might have an edition of Burns' Poems from which 
everything was excluded that a father could not read in the 
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family circle, or leave open in his absence to be read by his 
sons and daughters. Referring to these views, I received from 
"W." the following :-

"I can entirely appreciate your desire (after Norman Macleod) to 
have an eJition of Robert Burns which can be commended for family 
use ; but I am not sure that we shall ever get anything in that way 
much better than the edition of Robert Chambers, which I have, and 
value greatly as a monument of careful and loving research. But oh ! 
what a price we have to pay for bowdlerising our Burns, even in the 
most reverential fashion, when we find that Chambers has been obliged 
to omit two verses of the most tremendous, and at the same time most 
absolutely exact religious types of character that was ever put on 
paper-' Holy Willie's Prayer.' If Burns had written nothing else he 
would still have been a genius, not surpassed by Moliere in ' Le 
Tartuffe.' I am afraid we must take our Burns as we do our 
Shakespearej and our Bible too (for that matter) with all its in
congruities with our modern refinements. Fortunately for us there 
is nothing in him nearly so bad for our young folks as they would find 
in Boccaccio, or La Fontaine, or, in modern times, Zola, or Guy de 
Maupassant. Besides, Burns, whatever he did at times in the way of 
naughtiness, was the most powerful influence we have ever had in 
purifying Scottish Song." 

This IOpinion from one so much respected, I forwarded with 
some comments to "B.," whose robust manly conceptions and 
carefully considered judgments I held in equal regard, and he 
favoured me with the following :-

" While it is no doubt gratifying to you to hiwe the hearty 
expressions of appreciation from your many friends regarding your 
successful endeavour to wipe a stain from the character of an old friend 
-and that friend a lady-and at the same time to expose the covert 
inuendoes aimed at the reputation of the greatest of Scotsmen, yet I 
have no doubt that the inward satisfaction which you must naturally 
feel in having made such able use of facts only known to yourself, will 
be ample reward for the great trouble and labour you have given to the 
work. To me, Burns has since my boyhood been a hero, and his works 
a source of the greatest solace, pleasure, and incitement. I had the 
advantage when young to be much in contact with persons, who,_ though 
not probably intimate with, at least knew him, and from what I then 
learned I feel a loathing and contempt for the ignorant, vulgar creatures 
who only view him as having been a clever, rollicking, jolly pot-house 
companion, passing along as Robbie Burns. An old friend used to tell 
me that in his young days when Burns was in Dumfriesshire, engaged 
in his occu111Ltion of Revenue Official, the country people had for, arnl 
rendered him, great respect. He was always spoken of amongst them 
with deference and respect, and not as ' Robbie Burns' but as 'Mr. 
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Burns.'* I am quite alive to the fact that he had some of the failings 
of humanity, but I would not ha.ve them otherwise. Sometimes the 
feeling and idea will pass across the mind that something more should 
have been done for him when he lived-that he should have been placed 
beyoml the reach or fear of want and poverty ; but, on mature con
sideration, I think that view is wrong, for, like the other great 
ones who have been sacrificed for the good of their fellows, it is to his 
circumstances we are indebted for a true knowledge and appreciation 
of his nobility of soul and manly independence of character. As to 
his works, I would have them as he left them. Chambers tried an 
emasculated edition, and it has fallen flat as it deserved. Some of 
the poems which the 'Goody, Goody' of the churches would have 
expurgated, probably because the contemptible nature of their own 
cant and hypocrisy is therein exposed, are just those which have done 
most for our civil and ecclesiastical liberty. I very much like 'W.'s' 
remarks and quite agree with him. Were we to purge all our literature 
to suit the views of the ultra-squeamish, who, like the Yaµkee female, 
must have the supports of her piano encased in garments because they 
are designated 'legs,' we would lose more. than all that such milk-ancl
water souls have ever contributed for the benefit of their kind.'' 

Very much influenced by the opinions of "B." and "W.," I 
have been specially careful in formulating the conditions under 
which I think that a " People's or Family Edition " of Burns 
is a desideratum. I have in Burns' own words, emphasised, in 
what may truly be designated his last will and testament, what 
he willed and intended to do with his own works had longer 
life been vouchsafed to him, and also what he considered 
proper and permissil;lle in dealing with the works of a deceased 
writer. I have stated that no desirable end will be gained by 
meddling with any of his poems bearing on religious questions. 
I have, as a sine qua non provision, argued that no alterations 
or substitutions are permissible, and that where words or matter 
is withheld, the omission should be plainly indicated by a blank 
space or other mode signifying that an omission has been made, 
thus leaving readers to satisfy prurient curiosity elsewhere in 
editions legitimately made accessible to the earnest scholar. I 
believe that, with the exception of two or three poems in their 
entirety, some three or four other stanzas and occasional 
unprintable words such as are found in Chaucer, Shakespeare, 
and the Bible, these omissions would form the sum of desirablc
improvements. An edition, full, accurate, and up to date, as 

• This accords with the frequent assurances of Chloris to my father, and her 
information was amonf{ the other influences that caused my father to impress sC> 
emphatically his convictions upon me that Burns was ••a man much misunder
•tood."-J. A. 
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is that of Scott Douglas, but framed on the decorous model of 
Chambers, and subject to the provisions specified, would, I 
believe, satisfy ninety-five per cent. of all classes, would 
constitute a real " People's Edition,'' and not interfere with 
the requirements of the remaining five per cent. of student 
investigators. 

But I have been very much misapprehended, even by my 
friendly foes "B." and "W.,'' and understood as agitating for 
an emasculated "Bowdlerised Edition." Nothing is farther 
from my thoughts, which may be expressed in the familiar 
phrase, "safety is in the middle course." The Scotsman news
paper has tersely and sufficiently summarised my views, as 
having "put forward a plea for a ' People's Edition' of Burns 
which shall contain all in verse and prose that adds anything 
of lustre and completeness to his genius, while omitting what 
could only be sought for (except by scholars) to satisfy a 
prurient curiosity." If this is not sufficiently explicit to 
indicate the edition I think desirable, I will show what kind 
of editions are not desirable. 

Referring now to my lady correspondents, they are unanimous 
in approving my design, and are specially emphatic in their 
sympathy for "poor Chloris." Lady L--, "a Southron," 
as Allan Cunningham phrases it, speaks very much in the sense 
of all my female auxiliaries, when she says inter alz"a :-

" Of what I remember of early readings in Burns, much is clouded 
by the memory of many words, which were to me, from the Scottish 
Dialect, almost as if written in an unknown tongue. But what I can, 
and do most thoroughly appreciate, is the end and object of your 
book-to remove untrue aspersions, creative of anguish to many minds, 
on the character of your fellow country-woman, and to help to obliterate 
blemishes on the name and memory of your evidently much-loved and 
greatly-appreciated National Poet. I much desire for it a large 
circulation, and much appreciation. • . • . I have given time to 
the perusal, so that I may not write empty words in reference to it. 
More than one passage, as I read, makes me smile, and recalls (here a 
special allusion) where fun and wit predominate; p. 127. 

The extracts of "B." and "W." are fair samples of those of 
my male correspondents as are mistakenly, I think, submissive 
to things as they are ; that of Lady L-- indicates the 
sentiment or opinion of females, so far as it is informed, and 
has outflow under restrictive conditions. .. But by far the 

H 
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greater number of my host of kind correspondents go with me 
heart and soul for a "People's Edition," accessible to all 
classes of readers, as one worthy of, and likely to find a place 
in, every Scottish home. I will cite one example-they are too 
numerous and too much alike to be severally specified
Mr. R. C. Hall, of Liverpool, who has published his father's 
personal reminiscences of Burns in the Glasgow Herald of 
1891, and in this year's Burns Chronii:le, says:-

" How I enjoy and appreciate anything that tends to defend the 
character of Burns. I therefore thank you for your very interesting 
valuable contribution towards this end, and I hope it will be the means 
of bringing out, not only a ' People's Edition' of Burns' Poems, but 
also a. revised and corrected Life of Burns (say a Centenary 1896 one), 
free from a.11 the slanders that have been heaped upon his memory. I 
feel more strongly about the Life, minus the scandals, which your book 
helps to clear away a.s regards "Chloris." Your book has struck the 
right key-note that should win the appr~val of all who atlmire the Poet, 
and the good he has done. As to the suggested Edition, merely 

, suggesting will not do." 

I may note here that Mr. Hall's father felt so strongly the 
reproduction and unceasing dissemination of vile statements 
and inuendoes affecting Burns, that he could never speak of 
one of his biographers, J. Gibson Lockhart, but as "that 
blackguard Lockhart," although, in my opinion, Lockhart is 
only culpable in believing, and, without enquiry, propagating 
positive inventions or fictitious facts, chiefly of Allan 
Cunningham's forging. Cunningham was Lockhart's senior, 
and preceded him in the race into the " Burns reservation 
grounds," which were " rushed " after his death by the 
" Literary Fry" of pot-boilers, among whom both Cunningham 
and Lockhart (old pioneers) soon came to the front. But 
they did not, like true explorers and settlers, manfully attempt 
a clearance of the aboriginal lands and jungle that formed 
their hunting ground. And the greatest hindrance to Mr. 
Hall's ideal and my desire exists in the land-marks "pegged" 
down by these and other early squatters who have registered 
their claims for allotments in the still unsettled territory. The 
nomadic, underground " Literary Fry " garnered into their 
special caches all that smelled of Burns, or lay scattered about 
in pamphlets, tracts, broadsheets, leaflets, &c., issued by village 
printers and booksellers, whose wares were usually hawked 
about the country by pedlars, a wonderful "routh" of which 
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"flying stationers'" literature was lately shown me by Mr. 
Craibe Angus. For at this period, Mudie's Library and Smith's 
Railway Bookstalls did not exist. For some time preceding 
Burns' decease there had been frequent issues of Collections 
and Selections of Poems in the Scottish dialect, containing 
verses by Burns, Fergusson, and Ramsay, with lesser known or 
unknown writers, some tampered with by parties who adhibited 
their names so vaguely, that whether Printer, Publisher, or 
Author, was a matter of guess to the ordinary public, and still 
remains so. Some were occasionally, without scruple, 
attributed to Burns, who, as a living celebrity, was acquiring 
more than local fame. And this kind of apocryphal authorship 
was all the more easy as he was known to have had a hobby 
for some years in collecting old songs or lilts popular among 
the peasantry, often containing, amid what was more witty than 
decent, the germ of some happy idea which, in a purified form, 
he elaborated into never-dying song. Nearly 200 of the large 
number which he supplied to Johnson's Museum were of this 
kind, the volunteer contribution of Burns.* Of these, I may 
cite as samples "Comin' through the Rye," a never failing 
" draw" in the music halls of popular and aristocratic 
assemblies; and another of his best examples of national 
songs, "She says she lo'es me best of a'." I will only say 
here that the germs of both these songs were of the most 
blackguard type, and altogether unprintable, save for a 
class and for an object. This reference to a " class " 
and an " object " reminds me that I have attained a 
point where I should take note of questions that have been 
present in the minds of my readers from the outset of my 
theme. Who is the "Pot Boiler?" Who is being impeached? 
And who is being defended ? I hope to make these points 
abundantly clear ere my conclusion, but, for the moment, not 
being sure of the proclivities of those I am addressing, I think 
it prudent only to reply in the words of the old Jacobite 
toast:-

" God bless the King ! God bless the Faith's Defender ! 
God bless-no harm in blessing-the Pretender ; 
But which is the Defender, which the KING? 
God bless my soul !-that's quite another thing." 

* Johnsm's Museum contains 222 poems usually attributed to Burns; of these 
he publicly acknowledged 108; of the remainder it is assumed that 59 were entirely 
his although never acknowledged ; and 55 fragments were revised or toncheJ up 
by him, but not acknowledged by him. 
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There are of the class of " Pot Boilers" living and trading on 
their association with the name of Burns, three-the Printer, the 
Publisher, and him of the " Literary Fry "-who severally are 
impeached and require defence, as Burns himself for so long has 
been the object of impeachment and of defence. With singular 
appropriateness, the post has this moment placed in my hands 
a weapon of vantage, which, from long previous knowledge, I 
am glad to be reminded of and to make available. Burns has 
in various memoranda recorded the conditions under which 
improper songs and ballads, in a more or less fragmentary 
state, came into his possession, and has demonstrated in the 
purified songs of his country the commendable purpose for 
which he collected and utilised such materials. These dis/ecta 
membra were collected by and for him, and this labour of love 
he grappled with while wearily following his plough, and, later on, 
while engaged in conscientious application to duty, in his daily 
"rounds" on horseback as an official of the Excise, traversing 
the moors and mountains of seven country parish districts. An 
old gentleman in the country writes me from his villa named 
" Mossgiel " (how the love of all that relates to Burns permeate5-
and clings!), informing me that his friend, the late Captain 
Murray, R.N. (who died at Kilmun, some 40 years back, at 
the age of 90), knew Burns well, and often saw him on his 
"rounds" on that "good grey mare" Peg Nicholson. Among 
Captain Murray's vivid recollections was that of a capacious 
pocket-book or wallet, into which, when assorted hastily, he 
stowed away letters and papers, relegating to a special com
partment, after hastily scanning them, those which he called 
"Walkers," and which were to wait his better leisure and 
favourable mood. These "Walkers" were the poetical pro
ductions of mute, inglorious Miltons, whose lines frequently 
began-" As I was a-walking one morning in May," or June, 
as the exigencies of rhyme made requisite. They might be 
"poor things," but "his own" of each claimant, forwarded for 
a word of kindness and approval from the large-hearted man 
whose sympathy was evoked, with no dread of repulse or "dis
dainful smile." It was much knowledge of similar facts 
that caused my father to impress earnestly on me his convictions 
that Burns was a man " much misunderstood," as " Chloris " 
had been as a woman. The "Walker" anecdote, moreover, 
shows some of the conditions under which, amid the immediate 
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pressure of his every-day exigent official duties, he carried the 
burden of his labour of love in purifying Scottish Song. These 
"'Valker" correspondents were often rewarded by the kindly
natured Poet on his recurring "rounds;" and not seldom by 
post, by an acknowledgment that their well- meant com
munications had been appreciated. They often also received a 
few words of his valued opinion or a few hastily scrawled lines 
of amendment ; and in almost every instance sympathetic 
encouragment. How he managed to dispose of these masses 
of MSS. can only be guessed, for his "Walker" compartment 
often overflowed, and his pocket got as well filled as that of a 
schoolboy with its heterogeneous collection. But little 
could Burns foresee-he did in som,e measure foresee-that his 
generous intentions would be largely travestied and counter
acted by the "Pot Boiler," him of the "Literary Fry," him 
of the "trading printer," and him of the "unscrupulous 
publisher." "My honest fame," he has written, "is my 
dearest concern; and a thousand times have I trembled at the 
idea of those degrading epithets that malice or misrepresenta
tion may apply to my name. I have often, in blasting 
anticipation, listened to some future hackney scribbler, with 
the heavy malice of savage stupidity, exulting in his hireling 
paragraphs." In Burns' desk there were unburnt scraps and 
memoranda, annotated carelessly and hastily, which escaped 
the riddling process to which the immediate friends of the 
deceased subjected the cinder heap ; and some morceaux: 
raked out by Holywell Street chiffonieres were clutched at, 
and accorded the honours of print. How much 
was authentic, but notoriously not acknowledged, will never 
be truly known. A collection of doggerel and discredit
able ribaldry, with extraneous additions, was hawked about 
furtively by flying stationers-the agents of Holywell Street 
printers and publishers-who, in the words of Chambers, 
"would sacrifice the highest interests of humanity to put an 
additional penny into their pockets." The mere suspicion of 
his having had any connection with this abominable collection 
has long blasted the reputation of Burns in some circles ; 
and his commentators have naturally shrunk from discussing 
the repulsive subject. It is not a question of whether 
Burns had among his posthumous belongings any of these 
materials, but whether he contributed to, connived at, or 
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sanctioned their publication. The too commonly assumed 
connection of Burns with "the mean-looking volume" called 
"Burns' Merry Muses of Caledonia," I entirely disbelieve; 
and hold that his friends may safely and unabashed join issue 
with his mercenary and reckless detractor, the "Pot Boiler." 
And here I pause to interpolate a suggestion that among the 
benefits which a Federation of Burns Clubs might ensure would 
be that of initiating an " Index Expurgatorius," say through 
the agency of that excellent annual the Burns Chroni'cle, in 
which the Burns Bibliography should be sifted with judicious 
discrimination; and such publications as have been pilloried 
for their inaccuracy, spurious adulterations, and general 
unreliability, be distinguished in degrees marked by one, two, 
or three black crosses, these degrees being determined by the 
Editor, aided by a consultative committee. Suggestions from 
correspondents would soon pour in with examples such as I am 
contributing; and the result would establish a list from which 
the retail bookseller and the public could select Burns 
Literature of a character to instruct and rejoice a family circle, 
and shield the reputation of our National Poet against 
condottoirez" within or without the citadel. 

The paternity problem of the mean looking, " foundling 
waif" so long fathered on Burns could not have fallen into 
the hands of a more capable detective than those of the late 
Scott Douglas, for it is truly said that he devoted the time and 
labours of his entire active life to the tracing and verification of 
the literary works of Burns.* Scott Douglas was pre-eminently 
conscientious, and not at all troubled with squeamishness anent 
publications which, in his phrase, "bordered on indelicacy." 
He followed up his quest like a veritable literary sleuth hound, 
but utterly failed to run his quarry to earth. "If the original 
MS. be in existence now," continues Scott Douglas, "its dis
membered leaves, at all events, must have been floating in the 
manuscript market ere this ; but they have never been seen. 
Who, then, was the printer of ' the mean looking volume' that 
has thus been hawked furtively about and sold by pedlars as 
'Burns' Merry Muses?' When and where was it printed, and 
from what 'copy' was it set up ? These are questions which 

• When writing, I was in ignorance of Mr. M'Nau~ht's remarkable paper on the 
same subject, which, in my opinion, settles the question. See addendum at end. 
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no one has attempted to answer, and which we believe to be 

unanswerable." Wordsworth, a man pf proverbial honesty and 

sincerity, writing in 1816, when proofs, if any, or even traces, 

would be near and accessible, says :-"On the best authority, 

in this country there is not one verse of it that ever was 
acknowledged by Burns, nor is there above a single page that 

can be traced to his manuscript. He must be a miserable 

judge of poetical composition who can for a moment fancy 

that such low, tame, and loathsome ribaldry can possibly be 

the production of Burns." 

The shebeener in his illicit vocation at times may do a roaring 

trade, but nothing to the steady-going profits of the licensed 
dealer, who is one of a respectable class. In the "Pot Boiler" 

class there are some who produce through sheer ignorance or 

sheer indifference ; but who reckon that the masses are equally 

ignorant and indifferent, and do not discriminate or challenge 

goods sent out from palatial establishments with handsome 

signboards. The vendors are simply labouring in their 

vocation. " 'Tis my vocation, Hal; 'tis no sin for a man 

to labour in his vocation," says Falstaff, that prince of liars 

and thieves. And of the Pot Boilers, there are some who 

remind me of the old fellow who, when sending his son off 

to push his fortune, said-" Make money, John-honestly if 

ye can-but make money." Allan Cunningham, as one of 

the "Literary Fry,'' co-operated industriously with the publisher 
in producing an attractive edition of Burns, profitable to the 

conjunct parties, but altogether unreliable and mainly responsible 

for setting in full flow the stream of detraction in which the 
abused name of Burns floats till the present day. For 

Cunningham blended with the genuine material compositions 

of his own, poems notoriously the composition of other 

authors, and writings of unknown origin, for some of which he 

had to apologise. He further annotated these with fictitious 

facts, the product of his own lively imagination. The success of 

Cunningham, and the slow growth of detection, have encouraged 

followers and imitators, and the foul stream continues to flow 

in gradually narrowing margins, I believe; and its borders may 

be further contracted by efforts to indicate the class of persons 

who ply the filthy sewer with their hired brooms. As to 

Burns himself, or his position high or low, the co-operating 
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parties are, in the main, pervaded by indifference. Bums 
is merely a mine, a theme, a means of livelihood, as substan
tially profitable as is "a guid gangin' law plea" to the out-at
elbows pettifogger of law courts. To vamp up a preface, 
memoir, introduction, or critique of Scottish poems for a new 
edition forms the stock of inexhaustible fuel which " keeps 
the pot boiling." There are publishers who, on the 
call of printers' "drummers," purchase by the hundredweight 
reams of literary matter ready printed from stereotype plates ; 
and this material is issued again, with title-page, date, distinctive 
trade mark (as "Albion" or "Chandos" Edition), and name 
and address of publisher; but all professedly new, revised, 
corrected, &c., and bearing the names of substantial business 
firms. This has continued through long courses of 
years, the "New Edition" differing only in date from 
that of twenty or thirty years before ; and in all probability it 
is intended to be issued while the stereotype plates last or the 
printer retains his business connection. " Men may come, 
and men may go, but they go on for ever." For this statement 
I have been called in question by the London Daily News, of 
2oth October last, as having published in Chloris an allegation 
"to the highest degree improbable;" and I have been told that 
"Dr. Adams might have put the question to the Clarendon Press 
before publishing the statement, that a mere reading 
of 'the poor peasant' is not necessarily a proof that the 
book is a speculation of some cheap printer endorsed by 'the 
Great University Company.'" This indicates how surely the 
trading " Pot Boiler " may reckon on aid from its literary 
condottoirez~ and also the perils that threaten a volunteer friend 
of Burns from" Dugald Dalgetty." I ask the readers' to note 
how my statement was travestied, and how entirely I was in 
the right. -

In Chloris, I referred to unreliable editions and to " Pot 
Boilers'" goods, stating that while searching in the shop of 
a respectable bookseller for a certain poem of Burns only 
recently included in its legitimate preserve, but searching 
in vain because of a literally unusable index to the hand
some cabinet volume placed in my hands as one of the 
most recent and reputedly reliable, I had chanced on a 
wrong reading which obscured the author's meaning, and, to 



identify the volume, I glanced at the title-page, which bore 

the imprint of "Henry Frowde, Oxford University Press," but 
had no date, name of editor,- or indication of being edited. 

While discussing these shortcomings, there chanced to enter 

the representative of the Oxford University Press, whose atten
tion being called to the blemish, he invited me to write to his 

principals. I said it was for him to communicate if he thought 

the matter sufficiently important, as I had satisfied the purpose 
of my reference, and I left the agent with the bookseller in 
conversation. A few days after, I saw the bookseller, who, in 
continuation of our broken-off conference, spontaneously re

marked what I repeated, viz.-" If I understand aright, it is 
only the title-page and the binding that are the products of the 

Oxford University Press, the entire letterpress given being some 
'Pot Boiler' printer's speculation taken over, and issued under 
cover of a more aristocratic firm ; and that reams of printed 

matter so got up are hawked about by printers' 'drummers,' 

and disposed of among so-called publishing booksellers, who 

supply their names and the title-page only." I made no allusion 
to "cheap printers," as mis-represented by the Daz'ly News. This 
state of matters was to me so inexcusable that, for assurance, I 
called upon another respectable bookseller, whose experienced 
manager was quite amused at my surprise and ignorance of 

what, he assured me, was a very common practice ; and he 
thereupon promptly showed me from his stock sundry illustra
tions-Byron, Longfellow, Wordsworth, Scott, Hemans, and 

others-in which the several editions differed only in their 
bindings, title-pages, and names and addresses of publishers; the 
text and essential material being entirely the regular produce 
of manufacturing printers, among the customers of whom he 

produced the identical Oxford Press issue of Burns, " Henry 
Frowde, Publisher,'' the representative of whom had been with 
him, I think, on the previous day. After this I heard nothing 
further of the "Oxford University Press" or "Clarendon Press," 

as alternatively designated by the Daz'ly News, until that 

newspaper stirred me up for making a statement " to the 

highest degree improbable." I hope the Daz'ly News is 
open to conviction as I infer from the very spirit of his 
denunciation despite his manifest proclivities ; and I therefore 
invite him to sit down with me and thrash the matter out. In 

perfect good nature I therefore wish, not to wrangle aimlessly 
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with the cnt1c of the Daily News, but to convince. I 
place before him--:--figuratively-a handsome cabinet volume, 
bearing as its title-page "The Poetical Works of Robert Burns, 
with Explanatory Glossary, Notes, Memoir, &c. London; 
Henry Frowde, Oxford University Press Warehouse, Amen 
Corner, E.C.,'' The volume has no name of editor and no 
date. The Memoir consists of xxvi. pages, and there are 
614 pages of letterpress. It has an almost literally unusable 
index or table of contents. 

I place alongside another volume of identical size, similarly 
bound, gilt and lettered, so that no distinction is obvious on 
the closest inspection, save in the title-page, which bears "The 
Poetical Works of Robert Burns, with Explanatory Glossary, 
Notes, Memoir, &c. London: Thomas Yardley & Hanscombe, 
London, Liverpool Road."* The volume has no name of editor 
and no date. The Memoir consists of xxvi. pages, and there 
are 614 pages of letterpress. It has an almost literally unusable 
index or table of contents. 

I now rank in juxtaposition a third volume of identital size, 
but bound in cloth, the preceding being in leather limp. This 
third identical volume bears on its title-page "The Poetical 
Works of Robert Burns, with Explanatory Glossary, Notes, 
Memoir, &c. Frederick Warne & Co., London and New 
York." The volume has no name of editor and no date. The 
Memoir consists of xxvi. pages, and there are 614 pages of 
letterpress. It has an almost literally unusable index or table 
of contents. 

I now bring forward still another identical volume corre
sponding in every tittle with the preceding, but a little dingy 
in the colour of the paper, ~ccounted for by its being a marriage 
present, full sixteen years back, to one of my friends. The 
publishers are the same as No. 3. On the·closest investigation 
these four several editions correspond page by page, line by 
line, word by word, and type by type, from the first to the last 
of the 614 pages. No microscope can detect a decillionth of 
difference. The unusable index or table of contents serves 
equally for the four books, so that if we turn up, say p. 293, we 

*Yardley & Hanscombe, I am told are bookbinders; but, I presume, an edition 
to the order of Timothy Bones, haberdasher, if his credit is good, will be booked by 
the printers' "drummer" as readily as one from the Great University Press. 
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find "Shelah O'Neill" beginning-" When first I began for to 

sigh and to woo her," written by Sir Alexander Boswell, 

reclaimed for him, and the plunder confessed by Allan 

Cunningham nearly seventy years ago. Opening haphazard at 

p. 238, we find " Evan Bank" beginning-" Slow spreads the 

gloom my soul desires," a production of Helen Maria Williams, 

included as a relique of Burns in 1808 by Cromek, for which 

he got rebuked by Sir Walter Scott; but, despite of correction, 

it was reproduced by Allan Cunningham in 1834, with one of 

his characteristic annotations-" The poet imagines himself 

in India, and his allusion to Mary in Heaven is extremely 

pathetic." Probably the most emphatic tribute to Burns' genius 

and precocity is shown at p. 115 of Frowde, Yardley, and 

'Varne (for they are always unanimous, never vary, but speak 

the same words), where they credit Burns with "Thou bed in 

which I first began," published in the Gentleman's Magazine, 

May, 1759-that is, published 134 years ago, when Burns 

was under six months' old, and now printed in the perpetually 

recurring new editions of the Oxford University Press, and 

others of the same kidney. At p. 491 of the quatuor in 

uno volumes, there are given verses on the Poet's daughter, 

beginning-" Here lies a rose, a budding rose," lines not 

unworthy of Burns, but written by Shenstone. But it is not 

my purpose to do more than indicate that this identical imprint, 

professing to be four separate editions of different publishers, 

contains poems never written by Burns, but composed and 

published, some before he was born, some after his death, 

some fabricated and foisted off as Burns', some notoriously not 

his, and some of more than doubtful authenticity. On a hasty 
scanning of the perplexing table of contents common to the 

four, I have no difficulty in pricking off fifteen such fabrications, 

forgeries, and substitutions; and I by no means exhaust the list 

I could furnish. Specimens of the poems that Chambers and 

Norman Macleod, with myself as follower, would fain see 

excluded from a work open to the family circle, abound. That 

these quadruplets have an identical paternity, is, in the words of 

, the Daily News, "to the highest degree improbable;" yet 

N os. 1, 2, and 3 are all certified on the last page to be printed 

by "Morrison & Gibb, Printers, Edinburgh;" while the dingy

coloured No. 4, of sixteen years back, is certified to be printed 

by "Woodfall & Kinder, Milford Lane, Strand, W.C., London." 
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They evidently are " a' John Tamson's bairns," and I think 
that he of the Daily News is now convinced that he " loved, 
not wisely, but too well," when he championed " the great 
University Press," and had not a word of sympathy for the -
wounded honour of Burns and the murdered reputation of his 
respected heroine; but dismissed the "unlucky lass" in heart
less insouciant fashion as one to whom Burns was " attached 
in a way." For, evidently affected with what "B." calls the 
" damnable itch " for belittling Burns and his heroines, the 
Dai'ly News critic tells us that Burns, " to write love songs, 
needed a piano or a fiddle, and an admiration Platonic or not 
so Platonic when he put himself on the regimen of admiring a 
fine woman ; sometimes like everything else it ended in song, 
sometimes it led to other results ;" and the critic's sympathies, 
thus exhausted, he hastens to more congenial matter found in 
a couple of words misprinted, but, as I requested, corrected 
with some half-dozen others in an "Erratum" which the printer 
and publisher failed to supply in slip. The opportunity led 
up to some heavily-laboured witticisms characteristic of the 
"Merry Andrew" of literary critics. Grethe remarks that a man 
" shows his character in nothing more clearly than by what he 
thinks laughable." 

The question of the practice of the great Oxford University 
or Clarendon Press, thus pressed to solution by the Daily News, 
evokes another. Is there a syndicate of "Pot Boiler " 
publishers who keep a printer, as Warren of "Blacking" fame, 
was said to keep a poet for his advertisements? A speculative 
answer only can be given to what affects the secrets of counting
houses, but I have satisfied myself that Morison & Gibb have 
not a monopoly of stereotype plates for turning-out perennial 
new editions of Burns; and the allusion of my friend "B." to 
an edition by Nimmo, of Edinburgh, caused me to look into 
the character of that publication, the broad statements of which 
"pained" him. 

I take up a portly octavo volume, gilt edged, and for bulk of 
material a bigger pennyworth than its English competitors. 
It is called the " Complete Works of Robert Burns, including 
his correspondence, etc., with a memoir by William Gunnyon ; 
Edinburgh, W. Nimmo, 1865, printed by Ballantyne Hanson & 
Co., Edinburgh and London." In this edition, the name of 
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Gunnyon is given only for the memoir. No name is given as 

editor, but in the preface "the editor" thanks, for assistance 

received, "specially, the services rendered by Mr. Gunn, a reader 

at St. Paul's Printing Office. . . . The value of the assistance 

rendered by the reading staff will be appreciated, when it is 

stated that any editorial labour bestowed on the present edition 

was given from day to day, as the sheets passed through the 

press, and in the midst of the harass and worry of business. 

The editor knows that his humble labours would 

have been impossible had it not been for the many workers in 

the same field (?) from Dr. Currie down to Mr. Robert 

Chambers, the latest and ablest of them all." As Chambers' 

edition was published in 1850 or 1851, the fifteen years of 

interval up to that of Nimmo in 1865, enabled "workers in 

the same field " to amplify existing materials ; and the editor 

of Nimmo has done so, for he tells us that "every poem, 

song, and epigram, the history of whose production is known, 

has its illustrative note as accurate as possible." Methinks he 

doth "protest too much," but the proof of a pudding is in the -

eating. I test the annotations, which are numerous and most 

attractive, in detail. One example may be as good as a 

hundred. At page 98, there is an " Epistle to James Tait 

of Glenconner," a much-admired specimen of Burns' rhyming· 

letters when in his happiest humour. It contains references to

about a dozen of the Poet's friends or neighbours, and Nimmo, 

in a foot-note, page 270, explains that "Mr. Tait of Glen

conner, to whom Burns addressed a metrical epistle, was the 

sensible farmer who accompanied and influenced the Poet m 

taking the farm of Ellisland." The epistle begins :-

* 

"Auld comrade dear, and brither sinner
How's a' the folk about Glenconner ? 

* * * * * 
• My heart-warm love to guid auld Glen, 

The ace an' wale of honest men." 

* * 

Now, there never was a " Tait of Glenconner,'' and the person• 

addressed as "auld comrade dear," was not "the sensible 

farmer" who advised Burns. The person addressed was. 

James Tennant, the son of "guid auld Glen of Glenconner ;" 

and " Auld Glen " was a neighbour of Burns' father-a friend 

of the father and of the son Robert Burns throughout life, who-
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was present at the baptism of the Poet, and at the burial of his 
father. It is but a few days back since I discussed with 
Mr. James Tennant of this city-the great grandson of "Guid 
Auld Glen "-the relations of his family with that of Burns. 
These were of a very intimate nature, and such as ensured a 
knowledge of Burns' character and habits. Mr. Tennant told 
me many interesting traditions of his family in this connection ; 
for instance, that of his great-grandfather having lent one of the 
two "pownies " which (as was the custom of that day when 
mere bridle-paths held the place now occupied by good carriage 
roads) carried the coffin of the Poet's father on poles supported 
on loops of rope. He also told me how the interest taken in 
Burns by the Earl of Glencairn had incidentally originated in the 
Earl's mother's early residence and close association with the 
inmates of Glenconner Farm. In conclusion, he assured me 
that there existed in the Tennant family feelings of respect 
regarding Burns which were sorely ruffled by the perpetuating 
of slanders by " Pot Boiler" publishers, and the callously
slighting discussions and comments of the " Literary 
Fry!' But all this by the way. It would be more 
difficult for Glasgow folks, or the people of Peebles, to 
identify a "Tait of St. Rollox," in Glasgow, or "a Tait 
of the Glen," in Peebles, than it would be in Ochiltree 
Parish to identify a "Tait of Glenconner." I would exhaust 
the patience of my readers if I made up a list of the errors 
recorded in the numerous notes appended to the poems in this 
" accurate as possible" edition of Nimmo. Of general errors, 
it includes almost all of Frowde, Yardley, and Warne; but of 
one of the annotations in Nimmo, but not in Frowde & Co., I 
must take serious notice. At page 166, on the song-" She 
says she lo'es me best of a'," we find it stated in a long note 
that a brief outline of the history of the heroine (Chloris) 
will be found interesting, "for the main incidents of which we 
are indebted to the diligence and research of Mr. Robert 
Chambers." The Nimmo writer, after following a short way, 
diverges into a path of his own, and, disregarding Chambers' 
generous and truthful history, he says that Chloris " stept 
from the paths of honour, fell from her respectable position in 
society, and for a time had her position with weeds and out
worn faces." It is for the origination of a similar calumnious 
and baseless suggestion I have pilloried Allan Cunningham in 
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"Chloris," and furnished unchallengeable proof that his slander 
was a fabrication, to which Chambers lent-no aid, save in a slip 
of his pen by writing "at last," instead of "at first,'' and 
corrected by him when referring to Chloris' romantic run
away marriage while in her seventeenth year ; and, as Chambers 
emphasises, " from one rash step in what is for that sex the 
most important movement in life, life was to her clouded 
in its morn ; every grace that Heaven gives to make woman a 
charm and a solace to man was possessed in vain ; all through 
this false step, taken, though it was, at a time when she could 
scarcely be considered as responsible for her own actions." 
When Allan Cunningham, a few years after Chloris was laid 
in her grave, invented his vile innuendos, I have elsewhere 
expressed regret that she left no male relative to give the 
libeller the punishment he so richly merited. A writer in the 
Stirling Journal of Nov. 3rd, referring to Cunningham in this 
connection, says-" But how he could deliberately set 
himself to the hateful task of traducing the character of an 
innocent woman years after her death, we cannot comprehend. 
Mr. Herbert Spencer has taught that Theism, Atheism, and . 
Pantheism are all equally unthinkable. So is Allan Cunning
ham's conduct unthinkable in the case of poor crushed 
' Chloris,' whose tale of bitter disappointment and sorrow 
was well fitted to draw respect and sympathy." But, 
as exemplified in the "lively effort of fancy" displayed by 
Cunningham's imitator in Nimmo, the evil which men do lives 
after them. Nimmo's reader or editor has garnished, touched 
up, and kept alive the original falsehood, embellishing it with 
"weeds and outworn faces," &c., so as to make the slander 
more "creative of anguish," and to "leave poignant pain." 
Surely it is for such men of the " Literary Fry" that Shake
spere puts into the mouth of one of his characters, " Oh, 
heaven! that such companions thou'dst unfold, and put in 
every honest hand a whip, to lash the rascals naked through 
the world." 

It will not surprise that in Nimmo's edition, besides the 
spurious, the fabricated, and the poems undoubtedly the com
position of others than Burns, which I have referred to as 
characteristic of Frowde, Yardley & Co., there are found those 
which Burns excluded from editions published under his 
own superintendence, and which Chambers, respecting Burns' 
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desire, excluded from his edition ; but which Nimmo, ignoring 
Chambers, although the " ablest and best " of editors, re
produces and perpetuates as "a right," nay an obligation. To 
what does this obligation tend in its results on Burns' reputation 
and on society? A few days back, a lady, when asking me
as a number of ladies have done-to recommend an edition of 
Burns "for the family circle," told me that her daughter, on 
return from her Ladies' College, recounted the head teacher's 
discourse to the class of girls on "bad books," 6f which Bums 
was held up as "the type." The lady brought me her copy of 
Burns, which I recognised as the cabinet edition of Nimmo, 
containing the poems stereotyped in the larger issue. I glanced 
it over, pointing out a few ex\J.mples of the false statements, 
spurious, improper, and apocryphal poems with which it abounds, 
and told the lady that it certainly was a " bad book " in more 
senses than one, and that if the teacher had held it up to 
reprobation I commended him. Between the dates of the 
first edition, 1865, and the last, 1892, nearly 30 years have 
passed, and of the succession of re-dated issues, of which, 
through the kindness of Mr. Craibe Angus, I have seen nearly 
the entire rank and file, there is not a word of change in the 
stereotype, and Mr. Gunn, the reader of Paul's Press, is as 
warmly thanked as 30 years previously. Page for page, word 
for word, it is the same, save that W. Nimmo has budded into 
" & Co.,'' and sprouted into "Nimmo, Hay & Mitchell." It 
is much more in sorrow than in anger I admit that the teacher 
of a large educational institution is not to be reprehended if 
he, with discrimination, denounced those false guides by 
whom the public is misled, and kept so far apart from 
Burns that the large humanity, wisdom, and fine moral 
teachings for which he will ever be encompassed in the 
affection of the Scottish people have remained to so many a 
perplexing problem that they dread to approach. Recently, in 
a clergyman's family circle, I expressed my view that in one 
single poem of Burns-his address to the " U nco Guid or 
Rigidly Righteous "-there was more of wisdom and of Christian 
charity than could be condensed in the blank shot of all the 
sermons fired over the heads of kirk congregations in Glasgow 
during an entire Sunday's preaching. My correspondent, 
" B.,'' a man of intellect, capacity, and culture, tells us he has 
regarded Burns from his boyhood as "a hero," and his works 



"a continual solace and incitement." "W.," in a spirit quite 

in unison, points to the enormous feaching power of Burns, 

and to his unapproached influence in purifying the songs of 

the people-always more potent than the laws of a people 

let who will make the latter. And yet we are kept apart, and 

taught in schools to keep apart from him, because of the 

co-operating action of tite Pot Boiler printer and publisher 

and him of the "Literary Fry;" but for which combination 

there might be accomplished the desire of Norman Macleod 

that such a copy of Burns would be produced as might be 

found in every dwelling in Scotland. No such presentment 

can be looked for while publishers or editors avow the prin

ciples promulgated in the latest edition (1892) of Nimmo, and 

which I now quote as that publisher's " defence" against 

" impeachment." The editor of Nimmo believes that at the 

present day there is "a want of courage on the part of 

publishers who have a dread of offending the fancied over

sensitiveness of the bulk of the reading public." No one, he 

says, can defend "the too frequent coarseness of many of the 

poems ; but it should be remembered that Burns himself, in 

the two editions of his works, which he lived to see through 

the press, did not include any of those which offend against 

good taste." Nevertheless, as the editor includes those which 

Burns excluded, and which do " offend against good taste," 

against the charge of inconsistency for doing so, he contends 

" that he did right in reprinting in full all the poems and songs 

which had already been given to the world, in a more or less 

fragmentary state, by other editors. The original impropriety 

of printing many of them cannot be questioned; but as they 

have now become public property, they must find a place in 

every edition of the poet's works which pretends to completeness. 

It would have been an easy matter to have introduced several 

pieces of the same class which have never 

appeared in any edition of his works; but this would only 

repeat the offence against good taste and the memory of the 

Poet which his friends committed when they printed all the 

MSS. which happened to be in their possession at the time 

of his death." I interpolate here that the last part of this 

statement is as contrary to fact as are the many others included 

in this unreliable edition. After Burns' death his friends, 

with loving kindness and with much sacrifice of valuable time, 
I 
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endeavoured to riddle the cinder-heaps of unrevised, annotated 
fragmentary scraps of literary matter that were in the Poet's 
possession or in that of presumed friends and correspondents ; 
and masses of such material were piled upon them from 
irresponsible and unverified sources. It is not, therefore, to 
the reproach of his friends that, unde~ very peculiar and 
difficult conditions, some of the refuse should have got raked 
into the baskets of the chiffonieres of Holywell Street, and 
that anonymous editors should find it easy to include "several 
pieces" of the indecorous class "never before printed," and for 
that reason of the most incalculable value. 

In this connection I advert for a moment to my friendly 
dissentients, "B." and "W.,'' of whom the first would have 
Burns' writings "as he left them," and the other doubts any 
improvement on Chambers' edition. I see eye to eye with 
my friendly foes, " B." and " W.," and also certain other public 
critics more than they perhap5 credit me for; but my revolt is 
because of things as they are. To 165 poems or thereby, 
included in the two editions supervised for the press by 
Burns-the last at Edinburgh in 1786-there have been added 
since his death 330 or thereby, making, let us say in round 
numbers, 500 more or less, that have got into circulation, 
and are incfuded in the general issues. But it was con
clusively shown, above 20 years ago, by Scott Douglas, in his 
excellent Kilmarnock edition, that in this total there are 
included at least 54, of which some are by known writers 
other than Burns; some fabricated or forged, chiefly by 
Cunningham ; some known as certainly not by Burns, who
ever their author may be; and some of the most dubious 
authenticity. In the list of 54 black sheep are included the 
greater number of poems more "witty than delicate," which 
Burns did not admit into his editions, and which he desired 
should be excluded after his death ; and if the well-meaning 
Burnsite will cling to all or any of these, it is surely reasonable 
that his loyalty should ensure that their legitimate parentage is 
made clear; if not, then his duty is to protest, in tangible form, 
against the whole pailful of filthy slops being emptied at Burns' 
door. "B." says we should have Burns' writings as he left 
them, and so say I. "W." is doubtful that Chambers can be 
materially improved ; but I think he can in verification of 
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.dates and facts, and in legitimate and judicious additions. 
Why, then, should there not be an accurate, reliable edition of 
Burns' writings as he left them? And why should there not 
be another reliable, accurate edition, comprising, if desired, 
what Burns excluded during his lifetime, and wished excluded 
after his death? There may be advantages and attractions in 
the latter, cognisable to students, although not to the masses. 
I do not object to catering for a class of Burns' readers, but I 
desire to fix on the public mind the fact that at least 54 poems, 
part forged, part unquestionably spurious, part doubtful, and 
part objectionable, are mingled in undistinguishable inter
mixture, the result being that in our public schools Burns is 
held up as a name of reproach and an influence to be shunned ; 
while the individual public is kept distrustful, disappointed, and 
disgusted • 

. For the present I leave the printer and publisher "Pot 
Boiler," to speak of him of the " Literary Fry '' who, as " B." 
reminds me, is, in the present day, affected with "a damnable 
itch" for traducing Burns and his heroines. A still more 
recent reminder is given me by the Greenock Burns Club, 
when intimating, "with kind greetings and best wishes," that 
I had been placed on the list of its honorary members, "for 
.emnient services in Burns' Literature," and because "I had added 
another White Rose to Burns' heroines. Now-a-days we have too 
many writers of a type who would besmirch and dishonour the 
<lead only to build up some pet theory of their own." Bethinking 
me of some name in the present day in association with that of 
BtlrnS which might illustrate the "type" referred to, I recalled 
conversations I had had with my Burns friends in which 
occurred frequent references to Mr. Andrew Lang, who recently 
< 1891) wrote an "Introduction to Selected Poems of Robert 
Burns"-a little London cabinet "Pot Boiler," ostensibly for 
English readers. I was somewhat stimulated by a significant 
hint that the association of the two names was of a kind in 
which '1 more row" was made by the kettle attached to the 
dog's tail than by the abused animal himself. To a literary 
friend I applied for some information on the qualifications of 
this new litterateur as a ~urns editor. "Oh," said he, " Mr. 
Lang must first learn the Scottish tongue ; " and straightway 
taking up the "Introduction," he directed my ·attention to a 
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few pages in which the English student is told that " Burns 
is, and must be to him, a foreign classic," and who, "with 
the best wish in the world, will find it tedious to look up 
glossaries a dozen times in each page, or to desert the text for 
the foot-notes twice or thrice in a line." But a glossary being 
indispensable, Mr. Lang gives one of such Scottish words as 
occur in the writings he selects. The first poem my friend 
turned up was the "Auld Farmer's New Year Morning Salutation 
to his Auld Mare Maggie," in which, recalling youthful days~ 
the Farmer says :-

" When thou was corn't, au' I was mellow, 
We took the road ay like a swallow; 
At Brooses thou had ne'er a fellow 

For pith and speed; 
But ev'ry tail thou pay't them hollow 

Where' er thou gaed." 

Now, "Brooses" requires a glossary, although sufficiently 
familiar to Scotsmen in country life. A " broose " is a race at 
country weddings-who shall first reach the bridegroom's house 
after the marriage ceremony. But Mr. Lang explains that 
" broose " means broth, and the puzzlement of his English 
pupil may be guessed when seeking a connection between a 
horse supplied with corn, its rider "mellow," and both there
upon taking the road " like a swallow," to get broth. This. 
specimen of Mr. Lang's qualifications was staggering, but my 
friend suggested we should try half-a-dozen words, so we 
took them in alphabetical sequence. The. next was "chiel" 
or "chield," which Mr. Lang says signifies "a child," but 
which the dictionary and Burns tell us means " a young 
fellow, a young man," as when "buirdly chields and clever 
hizzies" are spoken of. Then comes "clour"-a "lump," we 
are told-but whether of gold or of mud is not indicated ;. 
but Burns explains it to mean « a lump or swelling after a 
blow," as, "frae words an' aiths to clours an' nicks." The 
next word is "fen," which Mr. L. explains is simply "defend;" 
but Bums tells us it is "a shift, a fairly successful struggle for 
a living," and which Tam Glen's sweetheart illustrates when 
she says, "In poortith I might mak' a fen." "Gawcie," we 
are told, means "large." But Burns indicates "plump and 
jolly," as "his gawcie tail wi' upward curl," and "her strappan 
limb an' gawcie middle." We stop at "gangrel," said to be 
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simply "a wanderer," whether in green fields or through the 

Dark Continent is not hinted; but Burns tells us it is "a 

vagrant." And so, as the meanings of Burns were equally 

intelligible to my friend, a native of Burns' dist~ict, and to 

myself, an Edinburgh Scotsman, both, with instantaneous 

consent, repudiated Mr. Lang's glossary, with the conviction 

that any reader, whatever his country, introduced to Burns 

through that glossary or "Introduction," would. not make a 

dose, or continue a long acquaintance. Discarding Mr. Lang 

as a guide in Burns philology, I now note that his " Intro

duction" contains some 80 poems, selected from about 650. 

What of Burns' poetic sentiment or wit is intended to be 

illustrated in the doggerel, "Weary fa' you, Duncan Gray," is 

beyond guess; more especially as that production is not 

claimed by Burns, nor for him by Chambers, Scott Douglas, 

or any reliable editor-the latter, indeed, ear-marking it among 

the fabrications foisted on Burns by Cunningham, Mother

well, Stenhouse, and other reprehensible commentators. I pass 

the selection of the poems, which, like a rivulet, meander 

through a meadow of margin, and proceed to note that the 

"Introduction" to them consists of a broad stream of 40 

closely printed pages ; so that of type material, honours are 

pretty fairly divided between author and commentator. I 

now mark whether the " Introduction " is cordial or conven

tional in its civility. The first few sentences dispel all doubts, 

for the student is told that the Scots dialect in Waverley Novels 

is classical, while that of Burns is provincial, consisting mainly 

of Ayrshire words, of which even Scotsmen need an explana

tion. But then we are assured " it is possible that in Scotland 

Burns is more praised than read. The enthusiasm of his 

birthday suppers would be chilled if anyone brought in a copy 

of his poems, and asked for a few explanations. The 

old language is dying out, thanks to newspapers and educa

tion. The time may come when that will be said of 

Burns, which Voltaire said of Dante, 'he will always be 

praised because he is never read.' " Mr. Lang admits that this 

time may be distant. Burns, it seems-and Mr. Lang takes 

pains repeatedly to emphasise the statement-was " under a 

delusion common in Scotland as to the Edward whose forces 

were defeated by Bruce at Bannockburn.'' The " proud 

usurper," referred to by Burns, "can only "-Mr. Lang 
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thinks-" mean Edward I.; and it was quite another Edward,. 
one neither conspicuously cruel nor able, that Burns mis
takenly denounces ; otherwise, it is suggested, the boot would 
have been on the other leg." Whether Burns referred only to· 
the "Hammer of the Scotch," as Mr. Lang insists, or only 
to a " proud usurper" named Edward, matters little. Mr. 
Lang impresses on us "the delusion" and ignorance of Burns 
when he penned his immortal ode, and apropos of nothing, tells· 
us that "Burns' patriotism was not so universal as Sir Walter 
Scott's," from which we infer that that of Burns was petty or 
parochial. " Scotland has but a pair of great poets, Scott and 
Burns," and to "my mind makes too little of the one and 
too much of the other. We cannot praise Burns too 
much, but, as Mr. Arnold said about Homer, we can praise 
him ' too like barbarians.' We may ' blether ' too 
much about him." In this reference Mr. Lang informs us of 
"an old, debauched hanger-on at one of Burns' haunts, who 
was wont to introduce himself to pious pilgrims in the laconic 
words-" I'm him that Robbie Burns ca'd a bleth"rin' bitch." 
Many authors, speakers, and writers, we are told, "resemble 
this unabashed person." "They thrust 'Burns down our 
throats in season and out of season. His character 
and career are themes from which one is tempted to shrink in 
terror. We cannot keep his poetry, with its frequent 
confessions, and be ignorant of his life. The religion 
of Burns was 'rather that of hope than of belief."' Mr. Lang 
wishes to know "no more of Burns' life than of Shakespere's," 
and "has a natural desire to be spared serious scandal and 
tattle about a poet," and "cares no more to grope after the 
last gossip about Jean Armour-'that much enduring woman'
than to listen to the last chatter about Harriet." 

Introduced to Burns by an usher of this frame of mind, 
and whom I am indisposed to further illustrate, the· reader is 
partially prepared for the merciless vivisection that a master of 
flouts and jeers can accomplish ; and the skinning alive, which 
makes Burns' friends "squirm," is carried through much in the 
fashion of a parlour game of forfeits, in which the unfortunate 
who incurs a "forfeit" is called upon to pay a "compliment," 
and inflict a "banter" on the ladies and gentlemen in the 
room, whose names are given. Mr. Lang goes through his 
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task sturdily, and with the evident satisfaction of one who is 
"sae guid himsel' ;"for no sooner does he admit, "what nobody 
can deny," that Burns "is a right good fellow" in certain of. 
his attributes, than the "compliment " is followed by the 
inevitable "banter." " Man was made to enjoy and repent ;" 
but "the only extraordinary thing was the unmatched energy 
of Burns in these exercises. We need not describe 
him more harshly than he described himself;" and thereupon 
he is so described. As no penitent in the confessional was ever 
more truthful and transparent of soul than Burns-more keenly 
conscious of the "thoughtless follies" he was so wise to learn and 
quick to know; the reader of Lang is reminded of them in detail, 
so that he can be in no doubt of Mr. Lang's judgment. Indeed, 
if a sympathetic friend of Burns "·as called in to inspect his 
remains, after the swashing bludgeon blows of a Gilfillan, in 
which the murderous intent is foiled by the fury of the 
onslaught; or the hamstrung, mutilated, and bleeding victim, 
after companionship with Mr. Lang, the choice would be that 
between being hanged or shot-i.e., a disgusting alternative. 
For undoubtedly Mr. Lang possesses a keen wit which, 

" Like the polished razor keen, 
'Vounds with a. touch tha.t's hardly felt or seen." 

"I'd a thousand times rather," said a friend, smarting under 
petty misrepresentations, "be torn asunder by a lion than stung 
to death by a wasp." 

I need say no more on this signal illustration of the blind 
leading the blind. To take the taste of Mr. Lang's bitter 
draught from the mouth, a corrective is supplied by such giant 
litterateurs as Lockhart, John Wilson, Emerson, and Carlyle, 
who did not "shrink in terror" from a consideration of Burns, 
and who have recorded their admiration of him as a 
"prodigy"-a man among men, who would, in any station 
or in any circumstances, have been head and shoulders above 
his contemporaries. Mr. Lang's friends should entreat him 
never again to become an expositor of Burns, but bear in 
recollection his reference to "the old debauched hanger-on" at 
Tarbolton, lest he be taken by pious pilgrims as the twin of 
"that unabashed individual." His pupil may. safely assume 
that· in his preceptor's exposition there are "more mistakes 
than words," for wherever in Scotland he quotes his leader's 
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evoke a smile of contempt for inexcusable ignorance, or a 
gleam of anger for gross misrepresentation. " Search 
Scotland over," says Lockhart, "from the Shetlands to the 
Salway, and there is not a cottage hut so poor and wretched 
as to be without its Bible; and hardly one that, on the same 
shelf, and next to it, does not treasure a Burns." My know
ledge of Cunningham's edition of Burns was mainly derived 
froqi a battered, frayed, greasy, thumb-worn, gunpowder-stained 
volume, lent me by the relatives of a soldier, who had carried 
it through the horrors of the Crimean War, in which it had 
cheered many a weary watch, march, and bivouac. Very 
recently Mr Craibe Angus showed me a small Burns some two 
and a-half inches square, taken from the body of a soldier on the 
field of battle, and he told me that such breast-pocket volumes 
were common articles of a soldier's outfit. A nearly similar 
" Stanley Edition " is furnished for adventurers by sea or land, 
to be carried, as Stanley did his, in a vest pocket. I can 
recollect the earnest features of Colonel Burns, the son of the 
poet, when, at the Glasgow Centenary of 1859, he narrated to 
his vast auditory the effect of his father's poetry upon his 
fellow-soldiers in India. He humbly thanked his God who 
had permitted him "to witness this scene "-told us how 
often his mother had related his father's saying, "Ay, Jean, 
they'll think a hantle mair o' me a hundred years hence;" and 
then the old man, his voice choking with intense emotion, 
spoke of the influence of his father's songs, so much 
enhanced when heard by the banks of the Ganges ; and 
he recited the following lines :-

" The sangs of old Scotland are dear mid the scene, 
But, ah ! could you hear them when seas roll between ; 
'Tis then, only then, the soul can divine 
The music that dwells in the sangs of langsyne." 

I do not know the author of these lines ; at the time I thought 
they were the Colonel's own, and they stick to my memory as 
peculiarly illustrative of what every Scot abroad is said to feel. 
While I write, I am handed a letter from a young Scottish 
friend in London, the director of a large commercial concern, 
and he says-'~ I possess several well-thumbed copies of Burns, 
amongst which is one given me by my mother when I was sent 
out into the world. The gift was accompanied by a strong 
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Morocco bound Bible, and a copy of Shakespeare. The 

Burns was marked by her in several places, and one of the 

pages was turned down at the "Epistle to a Young Friend." 

r noticed this on opening the book a few evenings after leaving 

home, and I cannot describe to you my feelings, or the comfort 

I derived when I read the famous lines." 

Having formed a judgment regarding Mr. Lang, I was still 

puzzled how such incomprehension in a Scotsman could 

possibly exist, when I was reminded that, according to report, 

he is aided in his literary labours by a staff of " London lady 

helps," and these presumably are little versed in the Scottish 

vernacular. I charitably assume, therefore, that if the " Intro

duction," which, by the way, deals little with the poems 

(although he does n'ot omit to state, without qualification, that 

Burns wrote "The Merry Muses" for his companions) and 

chiefly with the man, had been personally conducted, the result 

would have been different. Accordingly, I compared notes 

with two friends, well-known respected citizens, whose knowledge 

of Burns and all pertaining to him exceeds my own; and to one 

I said:-" Referring to Burns, what is your opinion of Andrew 

Lang?'' "Andrew Lang," he repeated slowly, and in a musing 

tone, "Andrew Short, we call him." "Why so?" I queried. 

" Because he is not tall enough to see eye to eye along the 

range of human enjoyments and capabilities that Burns depicts, 

nor broad enough to touch at two points the wide circle of 

human sympathies that Burns enfolds in his loving arms. He 

has no room, in short, in his body for a heart that can beat 

synchronous with that of Burns." This, although meta

phorical, is expressive, and a few days after I repeated it to 

my other friend, who endorsed the opinion in such energetic 

and emphatic language that I am afraid the editorial scissors 

would be run through it, if I attempted to put it upon record. 

These are fair specimens of the opinions prevalent in the 

Burns cult regarding him. 

At this stage, my friend the bookseller sends me two cabinets, 

the very latest editions of Burns, which are ever ·being thrust 

upon a people, among whom, Mr. Lang suggests, " he is more 

praised than read," and where, in a social gathering, his poems 

act as a wet blanket. So much is it the contrary, that not alone 

in the home presses are manufactured Burns' poems more or less · 
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pure, nor in those which cater for the Oxford Press et hot genu~ 
omne, but in foreign lands as well. These two present editions 
are markedly in contrast, and therefore claim a short notice; for 
as a rule new cabinets, especially those with " Introductions,'' 
are but "cauld kail het again." The first is a clean, well
printed volume; the prefatory matter in contrast with Mr. 
Ling with no malice prepense, but in genial and generous 
sympathy with its subject, written by J. R. Tutin. It 1s 
printed at Nimeguen (Holland), by Thieme of Nimeguen, and 
of Talbot House, Arundel, near London ; publisher, Griffith, 
Farran & Co., Newberry House, London. Its distinctive 
features are a chronological arrangement of the poems in 
groups, as epistles, songs, &c.; and the date of each poem is 
appended. The editor states that the volume "contains 
everything, or nearly everything, which has an undisputed right 
to be considered the work of Burns." It actually does contain 
569 poems, or about eighty less than Scott Douglas gives in the 
new cabinet issue, which is the other cabinet the bookseller 
forwards. But Tutin's edition is unduly swelled by the 
inclusion of sp11rious, fabricated, apocryphal, improper, and 
urwresentable poems, against which I have remonstrated. 
k is only just, however, to Mr. Tutin to note that his 
edition does not on the whole admit so many of these as 
are included in the altogether unreliable issues of the great 
University Press, or St. Paul's printing room, and their con
genery aforesaid. And the frequent inaccurate annotations 
of Tutin are for the most part avowedly quoted from Cunning
ham; so that the editor of this foreign edition may plead, as 
did Dr. Johnson for misleading statements, " Ignorance, sir; 
pure ·ignorance." Mr. Tutin's glossary is really good. The 
other "cabinet" is in refreshing contrast with this, as well as all 
others, and almost realises what I had hoped the original 
proprietor and publisher of Scott Douglas' famous edition 
would see his interest to produce, viz.-a condensed issue of 
the large edit,ion, at a cost so small as to be available to all 
classes, but free from the objectionable poems, stanzas, and 
words already specified. This edition does retain the few that 
are objectionable, but it excludes the many that I have 
already objected to. This is a great step in the right 
direction. There are retained the commendable features of 
being absolutely complete up to date, accurate in text, chrono-
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logically arranged, and annotated carefully and reliably. The 
typography is excellent, and the price scarcely equals in shillings 
that of the ,large edition in gumeas. This cabinet is called the 
"Edinburgh Edition, 1893, in three vols. 12mo., James Thin, 
Publisher." Half a loaf is better than no bread, and it is to 
be hoped that the most complete existing editiorr of Burns 
being now so easily accessible, a rapid sale may encourage 
the new proprietor to issue a " Family Edition," on the lines 
indicated. The large edition and the present should amply 
meet the wishes of those who dread bowdlerising-a dread I 
really respect, for my rigour relents, and I feel that much is 
pardonable to the spirit of truth-which mainly influences those 
who oppose my present agitation for a " Family Edition.'' 

In conclusion, I hope I have somewhat strengthened the in
stinctive belief pervading all Scotsmen worthy of the name, i:hat 
"Burns is much misunderstood ; " and that the " Pot Boiler" 
printer and publisher, together with him of the "Literary Fry," 
are, in their combined action, responsible for his being misunder
stood. I earnestly trust that the mischievous influence may be 
in large measure, and speedily, neutralised by the counteracting 
co-operation of Burns Clubs, through the initiation of the 
" Index Expurgatorius,'' to which I have already referred at 
length. And I especially trust that many will share with 
me a faith and a hope that forgeries, libels, and mischievous 
deceptions, such as the " Merry Muses,'' and general patent 
" blends,'' will no longer be passively endured, but he met with 
indignant protest, denunciation, and demand for proof. By 
such action, we may in the near future see the malodorous 
fogs intervening between Burns and his people becoming more 
and more unsubstantial, and passing away like the spectres and 
giant shadows that appalled Faust on the Walpurgis. To my 
fellow-believers, I say-

" Be cheerful, sirs, 
Our revels now are ended ; these, our actors, 
As I foretold you, were all spirits, and 
Are melted into air-into thin air." 

JAMES ADAMS, M.D. 

Since the above was written I have been favoured with a 
perusal, in proof, of Mr. M'Naught's paper on the "Merry 
Muses," written, fortunately, in ignorance of Scott Douglas' 
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previous and similarly independent investigation. I say for
tunately, because Mr. M'Naught does not, like Scott Douglas, 
limit his reader to bald conclusions, but lays open his materials, 
that others may form their own opinions. The conclusion is 
"Not proven" with the six or seven morceaux that Scott Douglas 
assumes or tacitly acquiesces in as of Burns' authorship. I 
have elsewhere termed Scott Douglas a "literary sleuth
hound," because of his unwearied diligence and success in 
verifying documents, dates, and names. But he hunts mamly 
by si'gkt, and not by scent; and while reliable so far as ocular 
proofs go, his inferences may not cover the whole truth-may, 
indeed, be false when applied to the whole. I have found 
him infer to-day with settled conviction what, with a new fact, 
he corrects on the morrow. Mr. M'Naught, with similar but 
more abundant material of his own collecting, deals with equal 
diligence and good faith, but with keener and finer insight. 
His deliverance on the main charge is undoubtedly "Not 
Guilty." Reviewing these investigators, to whom may be 
added Wordsworth and Chambers, and using my own side
light, I say, with Mr. M'Naught, "Not Guilty." If there is 
more proof let it be forthcoming. After Mr. M'Naught's 
exhaustive analysis, irrespective of everything else that has 
been written on the subject, no admirer of Burns need hence
forth shrink when the " Merry Muses" are named, but 
promptly put the saddle on the right horse. What in ignorance 
has been accounted a stain may now be cited as a glory. 
Burns' hand, if stained, was " subdued to what it worked in, 
like the dyer's hand." If any of the soil, in which he perforce 
worked, still clings to him, it is like that on the hands of a 
navvy-not dirt, but matter in the right place.-]. A. 
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B U R N S C LU B S. 

CUPAR BURNS CLUB. 

T HE capital of the " Kingdom " of Fife has been 
reproached times innumerable for not in some way 
commemorating the anniversary of the birth of 

Scotland's National Bard, and several attempts have been 
made to start a Burns Club for the last twenty years, but the 
promoters have invariably been discouraged through the want 
of co-operation. There are at present thirty or forty of these
institutions in Fife, although Cupar has only now come to the
front. About the middle of September, 1893, Mr. David 
Walker, Depute County Clerk of Fife, and Mr. Lawrence Berry, 
Secretary of the East Fife Unionist organisation, convened a 
meeting of about a dozen gentlemen, who formed the nucleus 
of the proposed club in the shape of a Promotion Committee, 
with Messrs. Walker and Berry as joint interim secretaries;. 
and a circular was prepared and issued amongst a number of 
influential gentlemen, with the result that within a month over 
eighty applications for membership were lodged. This was
very encouraging, and, in fact, exceeded the expectations of the 
Promotion Committee. The Committee next considered as t<> 
procuring a President for the Club, and were very fortunate in. 
securing H. T. Anstruther, Esq., M.P. for St. Andrews Burghs. 
Mr. Anstruther is a most genial gentleman, and is thoroughly 
in touch with the members of the club; and under his guidance 
the Club augurs well as a great success. The project was. 
brought to an issue on Wednesday. 25th October, 1893, in the 
shape of a supper and concert, when the Club was formally 
inaugurated, and officials appointed. Mr. Anstruther presidedr 
and between sixty and seventy gentlemen were present. 
After the formal business was over, Mr. Anstruther, in the 
course of his remarks, while replying to the toast of his health, 
said it was with feelings of sincere gratitude that he thanked 
the members of the Club for the honour they had conferred 
upon him by selecting him their first President. He was 
indebted to them for the opportunity such an office gave him 
<>f meeting many friends, whom, perhaps, he might not otherwise-
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have met, and so becoming, in connection with the Club, one 
of themselves. He had no patience with those who considered 
themselves superior to their fellows, be it in birth, wealth, 
intellect, or station. 
" He was extremely desirous of losing no opportunity of mingling 
with them as a fellow member of the Club, and although from various 
-causes his opportunities of meeting with them would be limited, yet if 
they put in force the sentiment of the song-" Whistle and I'll come to 
you," he would guarant\!e he would respond. (Laughter and applause.) 
Now, as the first President of the Cupar Burns Club, he was willing to 
.admit that they might have chosen some one whose literary experience, 
whose distinction, and whose knowledge of the life and work of Burns 
were far higher than any to which he himself could lay claim. But 
they could not ha\•e chosen any one that was more sincere than he was 
in his admiration for the genius of the great National Bard. 
(Appia.me.) When they reflected upon the immense and grievous 
hardships which Robert Burns had to undergo-his poverty, and 
constant manual toil-it was almost marvellous. that such an endless 
stream of sweet melodious song should have poured forth from his leisure 
moments. (Applause.) Alluding to one or two considerations which 
might bear upon the formation of a Burns Club, Mr. Anstruther said 
that meetings for social and intellectual intercourse were very much to 
be encouraged. He dared say most of them were a.ware that in the 
-closing year of the last century Hurns formed in the parish of Tarbolton 
.a debating society; and Mr. Anstruther quoted from Currie's "Life of 
Burns " one or two interesting remarks on the formation of that Club. 
"That Club used to engage in debates which were neither of a political 
nor a religious character. (Laughter.) The subject of their first ilebate 
on llth November, 1780, was-" Suppose a young man, brought up as a 
farmer, but without any fortune, has it in his power to marry either of 
two women-(laughter)-one a girl of large fortune, but neither hand
.some nor agreeable in conversation, but who can manage the household 
affairs of a farm well enough; and the other pretty, and everything that 
was agreeable in conversation and behaviour, but had no fortune-which 
-0f them should be choose?" (Loud· laughter.) He did not suggest 
that they shoultl try to emulate their great predecessor in the suhjects of 
-debate. (Laughter.) But he recommended that they should follow 
Burns' example to this extent, that they should make their Club a centre 
in which there might be some intellectual discussion, be it of what kind 
it might He did not think the Club should be maintained merely for 
purposes of cc1orousal, but should really be a means of intellectual 
development and progress. (Hear, hear, and applause.) Let the 
membership of the Club be an incentive to the study and appreciation 
-of worh of other great poets of our own and past times. It need not 
be that because they were admirers a.nd disciples of Burns that they 
should lay aside.t!::.e works of other great poets. He believed that 
the genius of Burns lay in his power to touch the emotions of his fellow
<:ountrymen. (Applause.) Love of our native land, its beautiful 
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scenery, and its customs, aye, a.nd jts people1 animated other poets a.s 
well as the Hero in whose honour they were assembled. Because they 
were lovers of Burns, it nee<l not be that they should fail to appreciate 
the heroic strains of Milton, the stirring rhyme of Walter Scott, or the 
sweet songs of Tennyson. Nor could they fail to appreciate the 
beautiful elegiacs of Gray. (Applause.) Then there "'as R. L. 
Stevenson-(applause)-a poet who, more than any other of our own 
time, possessed the style and talent of the National Baril. There was 
one stanza of his composition which distinctly bore this out, and which 
should specially appeal to any company such as theirs in the county 
town of Fife, situated, as it was, in the midst of an important 
agricultural district. Stevenson, in his description of the Sabbath 
morn and the ploughman, said-

" He mair than a' the lave o' men, 
His week-completit joys to ken ; 
Half-dressed he dauuders out and in, 

Perplexed wi' leisure ; 
And his rauxed limbs he'll raux a.gen 

'Vi' painfu' pleesure." 

(Loud applause.) In conclusion, Mr. Anstruther sttid he had quoted 
enough odds, ends, and tags of poetry that evening, and he hoped that 
the spirit of the Ploughman Bard would breathe throughout their 
proceedings, for no more sincere lover of his native land and fellow
countrymen ever lived than Robert Burns. (Loud applause.) 

On Mr. Anstruther shortly afterwards retiring, the company rose 
and sang with great vigour-" Will ye no' come back again." 
Acknowledging the compliment, Mr. Anstruther gave the following 
toast:-" To all that we love, to all who love us, far and neitr, absent 
and present." (Loud applause.) 

An excellent programme, made up of able toasts and songs, 
principally Burns', was thereafter gone through. The meeting 
was a most succe~ful one, and everyone seemed disappointed 
when, about the hour of midnight, the Chairman intimated 
that the next song on the programme was " Auld Lang Syne." 

The objects of the Club are, briefly, to bring together those 
interested in, and admirers of, tht: genius of Robert Burns, 
with a view to mutual improvement both intellectually and 
socially. The Club is to have five monthly meetings during 
the winter, to be devoted mostly to literary work; the first of 
these, it is hoped, will be addressed by the Poet's descendant, 
Robert Burns Begg, Esg., Kinross. 

The Club are also to have annually a poetic competition, 
confined to natives of, or residents in, Fife, in connection with 
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which two prizes will be given ; the prize poems to be read at 

the Anniversary meeting, which will be celebrated by the Club 

on or about 25th January, annually. 

The promoters have every reason to be grateful for the 

successful termination of their labours. Long may the capital 

of "ye kingdom" be proud of her sons who have the common 

sense to recognise the genius of the Ayrshire Ploughman, and 

at least once a year "brithers be" in commemorating the birth 

of Robert Bums. 
DA YID WALKER, Secretary. 
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THE LONDON BURNS CLUB .. 

THE movement begun in 1858 (see ANNUAL BURNS 

CHRONICLE, vol. 1, pages 25-26-27) for the Universal 
Celebration of the Burns Centenary, arose out of the 

interest taken by the writer in· the erection of a monument 

to Highland Mary (closely ~djoining the "lair" where his 

parents and grand-parents are ·buried) in the Old West Kirk

yard, Greenock, in 1842, together with his membership of the 
Greenock Club in 1844. The formation of the London Burns 

Club was due to associations and friendships which originated 

in Glasgow during the "Centenary Week" of 1859. Samuel 
Lover (well entitled to the soubriquet, "The Burns of Ireland"), 

Peter Cunningham (son of "Pawkie Allan"), Blanchard Jerrold, 

and James Lowe (editor of the Critic), were amongst the guests 

from London who had been invited to take part in the great 

National Demonstration in the City Hall, Glasgow, on that 

ever-memorable 25th of January; and these gentlemen were 

housed at the Globe Hotel, George Square, under the direct 

personal superintendence of the writer, in his official capacity 

of honorary secretary. On taking up his residence in London, 

some three years later, he was elected a member of the Re

U nion Club (since amalgamated with the "Arundel"), which 

each of the gentlemen above named had long been connected 

with. It thus fell out that a London Burns Club was insti

tuted (with the cordial assent, more especially, of Samuel 
Lover), and Halloween, 1868, was fixed as the date of inau

guration. The genial author of Handy Andy was the first 

member enrolled; following him, Peter Cunningham, Blanchard 

Jerrold, James Lowe, Charles Mackay, George Cruickshank, 

Macrae Moir, Ewing Ritchie, Andrew Halliday, Alfred Mellon, 
and others belonging to "the· professions," which were so 

well represented at the Re-JJnion Symposiums held at the 

Old Bedford Head, in Maiden Lane, Covent Garden. But, 

alas ! for human foresight, there was a woeful blank in the 

roll of members before the "hallowed eve" came round; 

Samuel Lover had passed over to the great majority behind 

the veil in July of that year : having gone to his rest, followed 
K 
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by the sincere grief of hosts of friends and admirers on both 
sides of the Channel and the Atlantic. Under the presidency 
of. the former hon. secretary of the Central Glasgow Cen
tenary Committee, tlie inauguration of the London Club took 
place, as arranged, on Halloween, l 868. The fare for the 
evening repast included a first-class Edinburgh haggis-a 
veritable "Chieftain "-specially ordered for the occasion, and 
presented by James Ballantine, the most loveable of men, and 
one of Scotia's sweetest singers ; Find on baddies from P. S. 
Fraser, Edina's noted exponent of " Scottish wut ; " and whisky 
galore, the gift of a Glasgow worthy. Garibaldi was the first 
honorary member elected to the L.B.C.; and he acknowledged 
the "great honour" in glowing language. It may not be 
known that the hero of Italian independence boasted of 
having been "coached" by two of the greatest Scotsmen 
that ever lived, namely, Wallace and Burns: and that a framed 
engraving of Wallace graced the right of his humble couch, 
while one of Burns made a pendant on his left. Up till 1880, 
the Anniversary gatherings were provided for by the writer at 
his own residence. On the 25th January of that year it 
was resolved to greatly extend the scope of the Club. Dr. 
Charles Mackay was elected president, and held that position 
till his health gave way, some three years afterwards. On his 
resignation the original president of the Club resumed his 
former position, and occupied the post till some six years ago, 
when one of the most efficient members of the society, the late 
Mr. William MacCulloch (of Pickford & Co.), "a Glasgow 
chiel," succeeded him. Since then some well-known London 
Scots have been annually elected to the chair, strongly sup
ported by a council consisting of fifteen members. Based on 
broad cosmopolitan lirtes, the L.B.C. was not content, at any 
of its literary symposiums, to confine their adulation to Robin 
alone. The great Scottish quintette, "Wallace, Bruce, Burns, 
Watt, 'and Scott,'' all came in for loving remembrance, in 
respect of what each had done for " Caledonia, stern and 
wild,'' and for the world at large. The oratorical powers of 
Dr. Charles Mackay, Dr. Leary, D.C.L. ; Macrae Moir, 
Blanchard Jerrold, George Cruickshank, Ewing Ritchie, and 
many others often waxed "grandly eloquent" on the varied 
achievements of the men who have not only " made Scot
land," but left deathless inheritances of glory to mankind. 
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Up to within two years of his death Cruickshank was wont 

to charm the company assembled (on each 25th of January) 

by his admirably acted rendering of " We are na' fou, we're nae 

that fou," and the comic ballad of "Billie Taylor"-the latter 

being " illustrated " with a sprightly jig. There are now 

nearly as many members of the L.B.C. hailing from other 

nationalities than the one immediately north of the Tweed; and 

as the numbers on the roll have gone on increasing, several 

changes have taken place in the locale where the various 

meetings of the year (anniversary, summer picnic, Halloween, 

and four full-dress assemblies) have been held. At present 

the Portman Rooms, and the historic Guildhall Tavern, are in 

request for London purposes ; while some choice spot on the 

leafy Thames, such as M~dmenham, Marlowe, Virginia Water, 

&c., is laid under tribute for the summer picnic (per electric 

launches), which generally takes place on the Saturday nearest 

in date to the anniversary of Bannockburn. The yearly sub

scription to the L.B.C. is a guinea. Each member is allowed to 

introduce two friends (ladies or gentlemen) to the assemblies 

or other gatherings. No candidate can be elected to the Club 

unless vouched for by an existing member. As the Club this 

year celebrates its " silver wedding " to the " Burns Cult,'' the 

writer has again accepted office as President. 

COLIN RAE-BROWN. 



BURNS AND ELPHINSTON. 

READERS of Burns are familiar with a letter written at 
eleven o'clock on Monday evening, 14th January, I 788, 
to Clarinda, in the course of which Sylvander says :

" Did I ever repeat to you an epigram I made on a Mr. 
Elphinston, who has given a translation of Martial, a famous 
Latin poet? The poetry of Elphinston can only equal his 
prose notes. I was sitting in a merchant's shop of my 
acquaintance, waiting somebody: he put Elphinston into my 
hand, and asked my opinion of it. I begged leave to write 
it on a blank leaf, which I did, as you shall see on a new 
page: 

To Mr. Elphinston. 
0 thou whom poesy abhors ! 
Whom prose has turned out of doors! 
Heard'st thou yon groan? proceed no further! 
'Twas laurel'd Martial calling murther !" 

Regarding this matter I have the following tale to tell, which 
may prove of interest to readers of the CHRONICLE. On a 
recent occasion I was spending an evening at the house of a 
friend. The conversation happened to turn upon Burns and 
his writings, when my friend remarked that he would show me, 
in this connection, something that would interest me, and, 
proceeding to his shelves, he took down a book which he placed 
before me on the table. This, on inspection, turned out to be 
none other than " The Epigrams of M. Val. Martial, in twelve 
books: with a Comment by James Elphinston ;" and not only 
so, but it was the identical copy handed to Burns for perusal and 
criticism in the shop of his acquaintance. The quarto, which 
was printed in London in 1782, by Baker and Galabin (price 
a guinea, in boards), is in good condition, and bears the 
portrait of Martial, "engraved from the Gem by Jas. Cald
wall," fronting the title page. Among the list of sellers of the 
work is to be noted, in passing, the name of W. Creech,. 
Edinburgh. 

On the lower half of page 3 7 of the prefatory part of the 
volume, and immediately following a rhymed address of fifty
four lines " To the Subscribers" by the translator, is written 



_ :YetR;0,,M.i~.~in<!' moreJllan . .. - -.. 

Lr111rltm, Great Maryb()~-jlnlf. N. l, 
Marth 1, 1782. 

f VIII. ii. t<'vur . .a; I'3', t'if.~'·;r~ •. ~Vf.· . ~~; ~~ .. ·i_ 



in the undoubted autograph of Burns the epigram to which he 
draws Clarinda's attention, and regarding which she replied 
by letter: "Your lines of Elphinston are clever beyond any
thing I ever saw of the kind." This interesting relic of the 
poet was purchased in a second-hand book shop in Glasgow 
some forty years ago by the father of the present owner, and 
the book has never been out of the possession of the family 
since. Through the kind permission of my friend I am 
enabled to adorn my tale with a Jae-simile of the quatrain 
hitherto copied from the Clarinda letter, which " has no'Y got 
divided into two halves, and these in the hands of two separate 
owners" (see Scott Douglas); but here it is for the first time 
given direct from the book itself. In the letter, as quoted by 
Scott Douglas, a point of exclamation adorns the end of each 
line of the epigram, but in this volume it occurs only in the 
second and fourth lines. Other small points of difference may 
be noted by the curious ; amongst others that Burns affixes an 
"e" to the translator's name.* 

In a long and influential "Table of Subscribers," embracing 
Dukes and Earls by the score, appear the names of Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D.; Sir Joshua Reynolds; Walter Scot of 
Harden, Esq. ; Richard Brinsley Sheridan, Esquire ; Adam 
Smith, LL.D.; William Tytler of Woodhouselee, Esquire; 
and Allan Ramsay, Esq. Before the book was issued no less 
than thirty of the subscribers had died, and their names are 
given under the heading-" The Subscribers already called to 
Superior Enjoyment," while the list is fitly brought to a close 
with the following couplet :-

" Hail, Hallow'd Friends ? whose names shall never dy (sic), 
May ours, with yours, be register'd on high!" 

WM. YOUNG, R.S.W. 

* The lines are supposecl to have been pennecl in Creech's shop. Robert 
Chambers quotes them correctly, and so does Scott Douglas in Paterson's edition. 
Both, however, differ in punctuation from the illustration, being transcribed, 
cloubtless, from Clarinda's copy. In the Kilmarnock edition, Scott Douglas has-

" 0 Thou whom Poetry abhors ! . 
Whom Prose hl\S turned out of doors ! 
Heards't thou that groan 1 proceed no further! 
'Twas laurell'd Martial roaring mttrder !" 

The reader can compare Clarinda's copy with the illustration, noting the correction 
iu "Poesy," and the e1ased slips of the pen in "laurell'd."-[ED.J 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

[The Editor regrets that much mluabte matter is unavoidribly held over, 

owing to the great preMiire 011 hi~ space.] 

THE SEQUEL TO THE EDINBURGH FORGERIES. 

THE Lord Justice-Clerk and a jury, in the High Court of 

Justiciary, on the 27th June last, concluded the trial of 

Alexander Howland Smith ("Antique Smith") on an indict

ment charging him with fabricating and disposing of historical 

and literary MSS. After counsel had addressed the jury, the 

Lord Justice-Clerk summed up. If the accused, by false and 

fraudulent representations, induced certain persons to give him 

money for documents which he knew to be fabricated 

documents, then the crime with which he was charged was 

completed, and nothing that happened afterwards could have 

any effect upon the question the jury had to decide-whether 

he was guilty or not of the charges. The trial, his Lordship 

contmued, was, of course, a serious one for the prisoner ; but it 

was also serious for society. The fraud charged was 

uncommon, and the persons it might injure were generally the 

particular class who wished to collect' old and interesting 

documents. But unquestionably the fraud, if fraud there was 

committed, was in itself a serious one. It was only uncommon 

in the sense that it was extremely rare for persons, having 

sufficient skill in deception as almost to make a livelihood by 

it, to devote themselves to fraud, and also for this reason, that 

if one was to make a livelihood by deception, he must keep at 

it. In these aspects it was a serious crime, but it was also 

an uncommon crime; and as the purpose of the law was to 

deter persons from committing " like crimes in all time 

coming," there might be a distinction drawn in respect of 

punishment between a common and an uncommon crime. He 

said that with the view of suggesting to the jury that if they 

felt bound to convict, and if, in the exercise of their common

sense as citizens, they saw that the case was one in which they 

could make any recommendation as regarded punishment, 

such recommendation might be made to him. If they were 



to convict the prisoner, he thought it ought to be marked that 
the crime was a serious one. It was a serious crime ; there
fore, if there was to be a conviction and punishment, and if the 
jury saw fit, in the exercise of their judgment to give him any 
aid in mitigating the punishment, a recommendation to that 
effect should be made to him. 

The jury, after an absence of forty minutes, during which 
the Court became very crowdedt returned, and announced their 
verdict as follows :-My Lord, the jury unanimously find the 
panel guilty of all the charges, and by a majority recommend 
the prisoner to mercy, on the ground that this is an unusual 
crime, and because of the easy facility of disposing of the 
spurious documents afforded him. 

Mr. DEWAR asked the Lord Justice-Clerk to bear in mind 
that the charge had been hanging over the prisoner's head since 
January. 

The LORD JUSTICE-CLERK, in pronouncing sentence, said
Alexander Howland Smith, the crime of which you have been 
convicted is a serious one, particularly in the view that you 
evidently were following the course of concocting documents in 
order practically to make a livelihood by selling them. I am 
giving all the effect I can to the recommendation of the jury in 
abstaining from pronouncing a sentence of penal servitude, and 
sentencing you to imprisonment for twelve calendar months. 

UNPUBLISHED POEMS BY BURNS.*-In the catalogue of 
books, &c., sold by auction by Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson, & 
Hodge, on Thursday, the 4th of December, 1873, and three 
following days, I find the following autograph poems of Burns 
mentioned :-

1365. Burns (Robert) autograph unpublished song, "Nine will 
please." 

1366. Burns (Robert) holograph "Cloaciniad," in a letter to 
Robert Cleghorn, with Poet's autograph signature and seal. 

1367. 'Burns (Robert) holograph letter to Robert Cleghorn, 
signed R. B., containing "a wicked scrawl," entitled "Act 
Sederunt of the Session, a Scots Ballad,'' unpublished. 

1368. Burns (Robert) autograph unpublished song entitled 
" The Patriarch." 

•See Article on "Merry !\-I uses," p. 24.-[ED.J 



1369. Burns (Robert) autograph unpublished song entitled 
" The Fornicator." 

1370. Bums (Robert) holograph song, with short autograph 
note, to "My Dear Cleghorn," signed Robert Burns, 
Sanquhar, l2th Deer., 1792. 

Is anything known of the history of these songs, or in whose 
possession they have hitherto been ?-Dr. Crawford Tait 
Ramage.-( Notes and Queries, 4th, S. XII., p. 470.) 

BURNS' "ODE ON THE A!l1ERICAN \VAR."-At the sale of 
Bibliothii:a Geographica et Historii:a by Henry Stevens, Messrs. 
Puttick & Simpson, London, r9th to 29th Novr., 1872, I had 
purchased for me the following item :-

515. Burns (Robert). The original autograph manuscript of 
the "Ode on the American \Var," in 62 lines, in 3 leave3, 
written on one side only, in good condition, bound in red 
morocco cover by Pratt and lettered " The American War, by· 
Robert Burns." It begins:-

"No Spartan tnbe, no Attic shell, &c." 

It concludes with " Fragment on Liberty." 
Purchased by 

Robert Clarke, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

(Notes and Queries, 5th, S. I., p. 242). 

BURNS DocuMENTs.-At a sale in London, some years ago, 
I picked up the following correspondence between Richard 
Caulfield and Dr. W. C. Neligan, and as it may interest 
Burns students, I think it worthy of a place in the 
Chronicle:-

My dear Doctor-

Royal Cork Institution, 
Jan. 6th, 1882. 

y ou have here enclosed the copy I made from the MS. 
verses of Burns that were in my custody for some time before they 
were sold in Edinburgh for £198. I gave a review of the entire in 
Notes and Q11eries, 6th, S. IV., 86. 

Rev. Dr. W. C. Neligan, LL.D., 
Sunday's Well, Cork. 

Yours most sincerely, 
RICHARD CAULl!'IELD. 



BURNS MS. PoEMS.-A gentleman has just left in my custody a small 
bundle of Poems and Letters of the Poet Burns. The handwriting and 
signature are exactly similar to those given in the folding sheet in 
Alan Cunningham's edition of Burns' Works, Svo, Bohn, London, 
1842. As this is the only edition I have at hand, my references are to 
it. The owner is desirous of knowing if the following poems and letters 
ha\·e already appeared in print, and wtere :-

" Yestreen I had a pint o' wine," p. 430, is in the form of a letter 
directed to Mr. Wm. Stewart, Factor, Closeburn Castle. The seal 
seems to have been torn off on the parts of the paper to which it 
adhered. For postscript, there is an additional stanza for Mr. S. The 
following is the reading of the 3rd, 5th, and 6th lines of verse iii. :-

" Ilk little twinkler hide thy ray 
"When I'm to ineet my Anna ; 

Come night, come kind concealing night, 
Sun, moon, or stars that saw na !" 

After the song on the back of the sheet is,-

" A NEW SONG-FROM AN OLD STORY."* 

Tune-" \Vat ye wha I met yestreen." 

" The night it was a haly night, 
The day had been a haly day, 

t The winnocks gleam'd wi' candle light 
When Girzie hameward took her way : 

A ploughman lad,.'ill may he thrive, 
And never haly meeting see, 

Wi' godly Girzie met belyve 
Amang the Craigie hills sae hie," &c. 

A new song called-

" MY BONY WEE BIT SPOOXIKIE." 

To the tune-" There was a wee Wifikie." 

" My bony wee bit spoonikie, 
Thou soother o' my care, 

'Vhen fillin out my drapakie 
O' Toddie made sae Rare ; 

I'll wi' a wee bit tunikie 
Gie a' the praise I can, 

To canty roakin' spoonikie 
0' mony a glunshin man. 

(Cltorus)-
Sing hey my bony spoonikie, 

And hey my flowin' glass ; 
Wi' you I'll mind my trusty friend, 

And eke my bonie lass." 
(This poem contains eight more verses). 

* "Godly Girzie."-[ED.] 

"Kilmarnock" is written above "The Winnocks," as if another reading. 
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The following is on a sheet of long letter-paper, directed to Mr. 
Willm. Stewart, Closel>um Castle:-

" In honest Bacon's ingle-neuk, 
Here maun I sit and think, 

Sick o' the warlll and warld's fock, 
And sick, cl-d sick o' drink ! 

I see, I see there is nae help, 
But still down I maun sink ; 

Till some day, laigh enough I yelp; 
'Vae worth that cursed drink. 

Y estreen, alas ! I was sae fu', 
I could but yisk and wink ; 

And now, this day, sair, sair I rue 
The weary, weary drink. 

Satan, I fear thy sooty claws, 
I hate thy brunstane stink, 

And ay I curse the luckless cause, 
The wicked soup o' drink. 

In vain I would forget my woes 
In idle rhyming clink, 

For past redemption d-d in Prose, 
I can do nought but drink. 

For you, my trusty well try'd friend, 
May Heaven still on you blink ; 

And may your life flow to the end, 
Sweet as a dry man's drink ! * 

ROBT. BURNS. 

P.S. In a week I shall be ready with two horses to drive lime, but 
I hope to see you on "rednesday. R.B." 

At the end of "Holy Willie's Prayer," which is in Burns' hand
writing, is the following explanatory note in a different hand :
"Holly (sic) Willie" is, I believe, Ruling Elder in Mauchlin, the 
Rev<I. pastor of which parish seeks popularity by every means he can. 
Gavin Hamilton is a writer in the same town, a jolly good fellow. The 
.l\liuistr. refused to baptize his child, a.Hedging he drinks and plays toC: 
much at cards. Hamilton complains of him to the presbytary, who 
reprove him for his conduct. On " Holly \Villie's " return that night 
from the presbytary, he i~ by R. Burns supposed to have put up this 
prayer. \Villie is an elderly Bachelor, with strong pretensions to 
superior sanctity, but by his neighbours believed a great Hypocrite." 
This story. differs from Cunningham's note. 

• We woulcl be surprised if the originals prove these two pieces to be by Burns.
[ En.] 
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I do not see the following in Cunningham's Index :-
" There was an old man and he had a bad wife, 

Sing fall de dal, &c.; 
And she was a plague a' the days o' her life, 

And sing, &o. "* 
Here follow twenty-seven stanzas. 

The following, in Burns' autograph, are also in the bunch :
Address. To the Right Honble. W. P., Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

Sir. While pursy Burgessess crowd your gates, sweating un\}er the 
weight of heavy addresses, permit us, the late d--st-11-rs in that part 
of G - B-- called S-- to approach you, not with venial appro
bation but with fraternal condolence, not as what you just now are, or 
for some time have been, but as what in all probability you will shortly 
be. We will have the merit of countenancing our friends in the day of 
their calamity, and you wlll have the satisfaction of perusing at least an 
honest Address, &c. 

The address which covers the side of a sheet of long paper is signed, 
"John Barleycorn,-Preses." 

There is a letter dated from Ellisland, \V ednesday Even. addressed to 
Mr. William Stewart, Closeburn Castle-"! go for Ayrshire to-morrow, 
so cannot have the pleasure of meeting you." .-It is signed Robt. Burns. 

In the same lot was included a leaf and a half of an account 
book kept by William Burnes when at Mount Oliphant, which 
contains an entry, evidently in the boyish hand of the Poet, 
dated August 6th, 1773· The page is the same size, and 
exactly similar to the fac-simile in the CHRONICLE for 1892, 
the original of which is, I believe, in the possession of Robert 
Burns Begg, of Kinross. The lot also included a letter from 
Colonel Wm. Nicol Burns, of date 14th December, 1853, 
enclosing £3 to Sarah Parker (the "Irish Girl") on account 
of her bad health; and another, of date 24th July, 1857, to a 
Mrs. Douglas, Bullerholes, by Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 

(DAVID SNEDDON.) 

IN Notes and Queries 6th, S. IV., 86, I find the 
review referred to above, which is almost identical with the 
MS. now s~bmit~ed. At page 135 ( 6th, S. IV.) I note the 
following reply, signed "J. G.":-

"The MSS. noted by 'R.C.' seem to be having a restless time of it. 
On April J6th, 1881, they were offered for sale by auction in Edin
burgh, by P. Chapman & Son, as the property of an Irish gentleman ; 
on July 4th they again turned up at the sale room of Puttick & Simpson; 
in both catalogues they were described in the same way, and quota
tions made from the songs ; and now we have fuller extracts, with an 
inquiry whether they have appeared in any edition of Burns."-[Ed.] 

*This smacks of the "Walker" ballad.-[En.J 
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MADAMOISELLE BURNS OF EDINBURGH.-A correspondent 
sends me the following information anent this "unfortunate:"

" In Vol. V., page 294, of Paterson's Edition, you will find Scott 
Douglas's account of the sale of Miss Burns' bones. Her epitaph by 
""illiam Nicol has 11ot been published, and is as follows:-

' Beneath this grassy turf lies cold, 
That once bewitching dame, &c., &c.' 

Kicol's effusion belongs to the order which is more 'witty than. 
<lelicate,' and therefore cannot be quoted in full." 

[DAVID SNEDDON.] 

2D VOL., EDINR., BIBLIOG. SOCIETY. 0CTR., 1892. 
LIST OF DOCUMENT ARY RELICS OF 

ROBT. BURNS, EXHIBITED BY WM. BROWN. 
THEY consist chiefly of tradesmens' and shopkeepers' accounts;. 
those not personal to the Poet or members of his family being 
for plenishing supplied and work done in connection with his. 
t:ntry to the farm of Ellisland :-

1. Acct. to James Kirkwood for 36 India paper proof impressions of 
Burns' head, llth April, 1787. Endorsed by Burns, "Kirkwoo<l's. 
Acct." 

·> Acct. to Alexander Auld, saddler, Mauchline, June, 1788. Endorsed 
by Burns, "Alexr. Auld, Saddler." 

::. Acct. to Daniel M'Kenzie for carts, &c., May and June, 1788. 
Endorsed by Burns, "D. ~1'Kenzie.'' 

4. Printed conditions Closeburn Lime \V orks. Endorsed by Burns, 
" Closebnrn Articles.'' 

:i. Acct. to William Stewart for Lime, 1788-9. Endorsed by Burns, 
" Closeburn.'' 

G. Acct. to John Wilson, Joiner. Endorsed by Burns, "John \Vilson.'' 
, . Acct. to James Jarden and John Currie and Co., lst Nov'·· 1788, fora 

plough, graith for horses, &c. Endorsed by Burns, "Ja mes Jarden." 
8. Measure of Crop ground in Ellisland, 6th Nov'·· 1788. Attested by 

Robt. Barr. 
!). Account to Crombie and Gavin for stones from Locarbri<lge Quarry, 

from lQth Augt. to 28th Nov., 1788. Endorsed by Burns, "Crombie 
and Gavin.'' 

lO. "The measurement of the House on the estate of Elisland, being 
an account for building (£16 5s) settled to the satisfaction of 
Hugh "'oodburn, James Ballantyne, 24th March, 1789." Endorsed 
by Burns, "Mason's Acct. and discharge.''· 

11. Account to John Black for laths for plaster. Endorsed by Burns, 
"Laths.'' 

12. Account to Thos. Ruesell. Endorsed by Burns, "Lath Nails." 
13. Account to Matthew Morrison for furniture, including " a bed and 

~helf, £1 10s 6d," March, 1789. 



14. Receipt by Matthew Morison for £2 to account, "by the hands of 
Mr. James Armour," dated I8th March, 1789. Endorsed by Burns, 
" M. Morison receipt." 

l:l. Account to Peter Hill, Bookseller, for Books, February to 

November, 1789. Endorsed by Burns, "P. Hill." 
16. Account to John and William M'Gown, Drapers, Dumfries, 18th 

September, 1789. 
17. Account to Nichol Rae for making clothes for the Poet's boys, 

'Villiam, Robert, and Francis, and also clothes presumably for 
Burns himself, January and April, 1795. 

(Nos. 1 and 15 given in Fae-Simile.) 
No. I. !lfr. R. Bl'RNS. 

To James Kirkwood. 
,llth Apr. 

1787. To 36 India paper quarto 
for proof impressions of 
yonr bead, 3d. 

To backing paper for do. and 
printing 36 proofs, Id 

SH. 

9 

3 

12 
,J. Kirkwood will settle with Mr. Creech for the above, when he gets 

his three copies of the Poems. 
[In same hand as account, presumably Kirkwood's.] 

Xo. I:>. Mr. ROBERT BURKS. 

1789. 
To Peter Hill, 

Edin b. 
Feby. 7.-To Scott's Dictionary Bd., ... 
.July 1.-Letters on the Religion Essent. to Man, .. 

,, 24.--Peregrine Pickle, 4 Vols. Bd., ... ... 
Count Fathom, 2 Vols. Bd., 
Launcelot Greaves, Bd., and 

Sept. 16. -The Universal Bible., 2 Vols. } 
larl(e folip, W. Plates, B<l. in one 

Octr. 8.-The World Unmasked, 2 Vols. Bd., 
Nov. 17.-Religion Essential, &c., Bd., 

144 
24 48 Poems at 3s 6d, 

...; 
168 8 

Dr. 
£ s. )). 
3 0 0 
0 :l 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 l 9 

2 0 0 

0 7 0 
0 3 0 

3 12 9 
1 ·11 6 

5 1 3 

:'.\LURICULATION ALBUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW. 

1802. 
"' Robertus Burns, Filius natu maximus quondam Roberti, 

Poetre celeberrimi apud Machline in comitatu de Ayr." 
N.B.-His name occurs in the following Class Lists:-
1802-Logic (Professor George Jardine, M.A.) 
1803-Moral Philosophy (Professor James Mylne, M.A.) 

[W. Innes Addison, 
Matriculation Office, 

---- Glasgow University.] 
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THE original manuscript of Burns' satire, " Holy Willie's 
Prayer,'' which is perhaps not generally known, is the property 
of the Corporation of Sunderland. The manuscript is in the 
Municipal Museum then~.-Glasgow Evening Citizen, October 
31st, 1893. 

[The original MS. is in the Kilmarnock Monument Museum. 
Which is which? Where also is the copy referred to in 
Mr. Sneddon's note supra ?-Ed.] 

DEATH OF THE HOSTESS OF NANSE TANNOCK'S HOSTELRY.
Mrs. Alex. Marshall died at Mauchline in May, in her &Jrd 
year. Her husband is 79, and the old couple have for many 
years occupied the house in Backcauseway known as Nanse 
Tannock's, visited annually by tourists from all parts of the 
world, many of whom· will hear with regret of the old woman's 
death. She remembered, and could relate, many interesting 
incidents of Burns' Bonnie Jean. 

[ROBERT KEMPT.] 

A GRANDSON OF SOUTER JoHNNIE.-Thomas Davidson, a 
grandson of Souter Johnnie, died at Top farm, parish of Loch
winnoch, in the month of September. He was 79 years of age, 
a native of Kirkoswald, and a shoemaker to trade. During 
his long and industrious life he accumulated a considerable 
fortune. He was a bachelor. 

[}..OBERT KEMPT.] 

THE committee who have ·in hand the erection of a statue 
of Burns in the burgh of Irvine have adopted one of two 
models prepared for their choice by Mr. Pittendrigh Macgillivray, 
sculptor, West Campbell Street, Glasgow. The model selected 
represents the poet in contemplative mood, standing on a peak, 
with his right foot raised and resting on a boulder, and his 
plaid flung over his knee. It is intended that the statue, 
which is to be in bronze, shall be nine feet in height, and stand 
on a pedestal, twelve feet in height, built of Aberdeen granite. 
Mr. Macgillivray is a native of Aberdeenshire. His father 
worked in the studio of the late Mr. William Brodie, R.S.A., 
Edinburgh, and it was there that he, too, as a boy, first turned 
his thoughts towards the sculptor's art. 



NEw PORTRAITS OF BURNS.-A new portrait of Burns was, 

in the course of the year, published by the British and Colonial 

Fine Art Association, Glasgow. It is a reproduction of the 

water-colour portrait by Mr. James B. Alexander, the artist, 

whose picture, "'fhe Maid of the Mist," attracted much 

favourable notice at the Glasgow Exhibition of 1888. Mr. 

Alexander selected as his model Alexander Nasmyth's well

known painting of the poet, and in regard to the details of the 

bard's costume every care has been taken to secure historical 

accuracy. Mr. Alexander S. Mackay, artist, Edinburgh, has 

also now on view, at the Kilmarnock Fine Art Exhibition, an 

original and powerful painting of the Bard, founded on Nasmyth 

and the Reid miniature. A new etching, after Nasmyth, 1s 

presently in the hands of Mr. Aikman, artist, Edinburgh. 

A WORKING MAN'S BURNSIAKA.-Some years ago-in 188z 

if we mistake not-the newspapers gave publicity to an account 

of a wonderful if not unique collection of Burnsiana, formed 

by a working man, James Gould, of Edinburgh. It would 

appear that at the time of the Burns' Centenary Celebration, in 

1859, the idea occurred to him of preserving every advertise

ment, programme, list of toasts, and newspaper report con

nected with that Demonstration. Made aware of Mr. Gould's 

literary tastes and patriotic ardour, editors and sub-editors in 

Edinburgh kindly allowed him the privilege of examining the 

metropolitan, foreign, and provincial journals as they daily 

received them, and to appropriate therefrom with his scissors 

what he wanted. This was the commencement of Mr. Gould's 

labours. But he was not long moderate in his desires; he 

became positively ambitious, determining, with the zeal of an 

enthusiast, to collect all about the Centenary celebrations which 

had found its way into print in every colony or corner of the 

world. With indomitable energy he has penetrated into every 

British settlement - into the most obscure locality in the 

Canadian wilds-into the remotest locations in the American 

States-into parts of India and Africa known to geographers 

only, and from each he has brought forth reports of enthu

siastic demonstrations in honour of the Caledonian Bard. Mr. 

Gould does not stop even here. During these last twenty

three years he has been gathering poems by notable poets and 

verse-writers in honour of Burns. These include poems by 
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the Hon. Mrs. Norton (latterly Lady Stirling Maxwell), Henry 

Scott Riddell, Robert Nicol, Alexander Smart, and a host of 

others. But we have yet to mention what gives to the 

collection its chief value, and renders it altogether unique. 

By some extraordinary process, which it is difficult to compre

hend, Mr. Gould has succeeded not only in procuring the 

signatures of the whole of the descendants and relatives of 

the poet livipg at the time of the Centenary celebration, 

but also of all who presided at the various dinners and 

banquets held throughout the country on the memorable 25th 

January, 1859. 

It would be interesting to know what has become of this 

collection of Burnsiana. [ROBERT KEMPT.] 

[Part of the above is, we believe, in the collection of Mr. 

Craibe Angus.-Ed.J. 

BURNS AND HOGG AS FREEMASONS.-The members of Lodge 

Canongate Kil winning (No. 2) met this year in their historic 

lodge-room, St. John's Chapel, Edinburgh, to commemorate 

the anniversary of the birth-days of Robert Burns and James 

Hogg (both poets having been born on the 25th January), who 

were members and successive Poets-Laureate of the Lodge. 

The lodge-room was decorated with evergreens in honour of 

the occasion, and a bust of Burns, crowned with laurel, occu

pied a prominent position. The chair was occupied by the 

R.W.M., Brother George Crawford. After a review by the 

chairman of the incidents connected with Burns' visit to the 

Lodge, Brother Wallace Bruce proposed the memories of 

Burns and Hogg. He vindicated the right of Lodge Canon

gate Kilwinning to claim Burns as its Poet Laureate, not only 

by tradition, but by the fact that those associated with him as 

members of the Lodge were men of eminence and honour, 

and quoted from the minutes of the Lodge to show that when 

Hogg was appointed Poet Laureate it was mentioned that 

the office had been in abeyance since Burns' death. In the 

course of the evening Mr. William Lindsay, on behalf of 

Brother Colonel Joseph Laing, of Scotia Lodge, New York

who described himself as a "barefooted Canongate laddie"

presented the Lodge with an engraving of Nasmyth's portrait 

of Burns. [ROBERT KEMPT.] 
L 
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We have received the following from Mr. Tutin :-
Mr. Editor, Sir,-! have lately had lent to me a copy of the 1794 

(Edinburgh) edition of Burns' "Poems" in which is inserted, in MS., 
near the end of the book, two poems, one entitled " The Dagger " (a 
copy of which I enclose); the other is Burns' "A Man's a Man for 
a' that," minus the first stanza, with the text somewhat different to all 
the published versions I have seen ; and on the whole I prefer it to the 
usual version. This last poem was not; published till 1800, I think. 
The paper on which the two pieces are written appears to be about 
contemporary with the paper of the 1794 edition of Burns' Poems; and 
it would seem that Burns' poem has been copied from some MS. of it 
which was floating about between 1795 (?) and 1800. The gentleman 
who lent me the book surmises that both poems are by Burns. I can't 
find a trace of Burns in " The Dagger ; but, of course, I can't say it is 
not by him. The handwriting in the volume is certainly not that of 
Burns. I give the opening stanza of " The Dagger " as a specimen:-

THE DAGGER. 

BY ANE o' THE SWINE. 

When a' the people, thick and thrang, 
Disclose their minds sae fully ; 

Permit me here to sing a sang 
O' Paddy an' his gully. 

For Paddy's e'en a dainty chiel, 
Glib gabbit and auld farren, 

An' can brush up a tale as weel 
As ony lord or baron. 

I trow this day. 
J. R. TUTIN. 

[We agree with Mr. Tutin in his opinion of "The Dagger." "A 
Man's a Man" was published by Currie in 1800. -Ed.] 

AN UNRECORDED INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF BURNS.-ln November, 
1786, he started from Mossgiel for the Metropolis, a journey of 60 
miles. He travelled by the Ayr Road. His fame had gone before him. 
Farmers and cottars came forth to see the new poet of Scotland. He 
rested over night with Mr. Archibald Prentice, the t1>nant of Covington 
Mains, near the foot of Tinto. Mr. Prentice had discovered the genius 
of the Ayrshire bard, and sent on to him a pressing invitation, and had 
also asked the neighbours to meet him. The author is justly proud of 
his descent from this stalwart farmer. He subscribed for 20 copies of 
the second edition of Burns' works-more than any other among the 
nobility, clergy, and gentry. The l\lains is seen from all parts of the 
parish. It was arranged that upon the Poet's arrival a white sheet 
attached to a pitch-fork was to be displayed upon the top of a corn 
stack in the barn yard. Burns arrived about five o'clock, the signal 
was hoisted, and the farmers came trooping down to the cosy parlour 
of the Mains, and sat down to a generous f!last, followed by story, song, 



and recitation. It is stated that on this occasion he made the address 
to a haggis-" Great chieftain o' the puddin' race." On the following 
morning he breakfasted with a large party at the next farmhouse, 
tenanted by James Stodart, brother to the Stodarts, the famous piano
forte makers of London and New York. I have heard his son, a Ja.mes 
Stoda.rt also, say, when nearly eighty, that he remembered passing the 
Mains that morning with other companions on his way to school. The 
pony was waiting a.t the door for the owner to start on his journey. 
The stalwart "Bauldy" ea.me out and ordered him and the other boys 
to stop and ha.ud the stirrup for the man that was to mount, adding, 
"You'll boast of it till your dying day." The boys said, "We'll be 
late, and we're fear'd for the maister." " Stop, and haud the stirrup ; 
I'll settle wi' the ma.ister." They took courage, as well they might, for 
Prentice was six feet three, and the dominie but an ordinary mortal. 
That very Stodart, almost a.n octogenarian a.t the time he spoke to me, 
sa.id-"I think I'm prouder of that forenoon frae the schule, than a' 
the days I was at it."-[From George SquarP., Glasgow, by Rev. l\:lr. 
Somerville, who is the great-grandson of Mr. Prentice, who entertained 
Burns.] 

"THE COTTAGE COLLECTION" OF RELICS OF ROBERT BURNS, 

Sold at the Cottage Birth-place, near Alloway Kirk, Ayr
shire, as per advertisement in the Ayr Advertiser, 28th 
September, 1843. 

This National and unique collection has, since the above sale, been in 
the family of the present owner, who is now willing to enter into negotia
tions for their sale, with a. view to their being lodged in some public 
building, and thereby secured from all risk of dispersion, or loss by fire. 
"The Ootta.ge Collection " is intact a.s when purchased, with the single 
exception of the Box-Bed on which the Poet was born, and which fell 
to pieces when taken out of its "neuk," and includes five volumes of 
Visitors' Books, containing a.bout forty-three thousand names, 
amongst which may be found the autographs of twenty-eight relatives 
or descendants of the Poet, who have visited the cottage, in all, thirty
eight times (the Poet's eldest son Robert, eight times). 

In the Books and on the Tables, &c., are scores of the well-known 
marks of enthusiastic Freemasons, who, as visitors, and to give all 
possible Masonic honour to Burns, carved these memorials of their 
presence. 

A series of sixteen articles on "The Cottage Collection" has appeared 
in the Kilmarnock Standard, lOth June to 7th October, 1893, from 
which may be gained a. history of the Relics and Visitors. Anyone 
desiring any information on this subject will be supplied with a list of 
the Relics, a. schedule of the certificate, and evidences of identity, 
copies of the Ma.sons' marks, &c., on application to Geo. Esdaile, The 
.Old Rectory, Pla.tt-in-Rusholme, Manchester. 



REVIEWS. 

(All books intended for review mu.st be forwarded to the Editor not 
later than 1st November.) 

A FRENCH VIEW OF BURNS. 
AUGUSTE ANGELLIER, of the Faculty of Letters at Lille, M. translated Robert Burns' Poems into l!'rench, and the work 

was brought out in two volumes by Messrs. Hatchett & Co., in 

March, 1893. As a piece of biography the work is entitled to great 

praise, but it must also be admitted that M .Angellier's translations of 

some of the poems and songs, when re-translated into English, are 

amusing. Take the first verse and chorus of " Willie brew'd a peck o 

maut":-
\Villie brew'd a peck o' maut, 

And Rob and Allan cam' to pree ; 
Three blither hearts that lee-lang nicht 

Ye wad na find in Christendie. 
We are na fou, we're nae that fou, 

But j~st a drappie in our e'e ; 
The cock may craw, the day may daw, 

And ay we'll taste the barley bree. 

As M. Angellier tra.nslat!ls it for the Parisians it reads thus-

0, Willie has brewed a peck of malt, 
And Rob and Allan came to sample it ; 
During all that night three hearts more joyous, 
You would not have found them in Christianity. 
We were not very drunk, we were not very drunk, 
We had just a little drop in the eye; 
The cock can sing, the day show itself, 
Still we taste the liquor of barley. 

For Burns' beautiful lines-

Had we never loved so kindly, 
Had we never loved so blindly, 
Never met, or never parted, 
We had ne'er been broken hearted. 

M. Angellier gives us-

Si nous n'avions jamais aime si passionement, 
Si nous n'avions jamais aime si aveuglement, 
Si nous ne nous etions jamais vus ou jamais quittes, 
Nous n'anrions jamais eu nos coours brises. 

This is nothing like the original, and only shows the difficulty, or rather 

the impossibility, of translating the poetry of Burns. 
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As regards the Life itself, it is generally acknowledged that the 
:French writer has brought to his task a conscientious earnestness, 
combined with great love of his subject. Mr. Andrew Lang goes so 
far as to say that M. Angellier's biography is probably the best yet 
published in any language, which is paying not a very flattering 
compliment to the many previous biographers of the poet. Anyhow, 
the subjoined quotations will be read with interest as showing how 
warmly the French litterateur appreciates the National Bard of 
Scotland:-

" The style of Burns is admirable; it is perfect. By the clearness 
and solidity of his construction, the exact proportion between expres
sion and thought, his contempt of ornamentation, the sober tone of his 
words, the simple vigour, strength, and compactness of his phrases, 
he ranks, perhaps, as the most classic writer in English literature. 
This place he also occupies by reason of his moderate language, which 
never aims too high nor too deep, which is always concrete, and which, 
as in the ancients, clothes even elevated ideas in a solid and terrestrial 
form. He comes much nearer the Greek models than the pseudo
classics of the eighteenth century. . . • . Alone amongst 
modern poets Burns loved Nature after the fashion of the ancients. 
To find his like we should have to go back beyond the Latins, as far 
even as the Greeks. They alone loved Nature with that simplicity and 
niiivete. that we find in the illustrious Scotsman. They lived in it, 
for even the inhabitants of the small provincial towns were not with
drawn from its contemplation, and they alone have depicted it as 
always subordinate to man and his works. Allll if we should be 
asked to choose from amongst Greek writers Wm who most resembles 
Burns it would not be the too didactic Hesiod nor the precise 
Theocritus. The latter is a consummate artist who expresses more 
than he feels, but his almost epic verse renders his most familiar scenes 
slow and hea\-y, and the poem by which Burns might most be com
pared to him would be ' The Cotter's Saturday Night,' by the very 
reason of its solemn style. That which comes nearest rendering the 
true sentiments of Nature as found in Burns are the marvellous verses 
of Aristophanes. There we find the countryman speaking for himself, 
loving the earth unphilosophically, simply for the benefit he derives 
from it, and the labour it asks of him. There is the same natve, 
limited style, the same acquaintance with details, the same local 
patriotism, the same somewhat brutish realism, while the lyric and 
rapid rhythm, the soberness and brevity of the form, render the 
resemblance perfect." 

[M. Angellier's defence of Burns at the fiasco of the Sorbonne of Paris, 
in February last, will be fresh in the memory of our readers. M. 
Himly's references to Burns as a "literary curiosity," "a caje 
chantant writer," &c., &c.; and M. Beljame's elegant translation of 
"Jean Anderson, mon bon ami," are really so very good in their way, 
that we regret that want of space forbids more extended reference to 
them.] 
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PAISLEY BURNS CLUBS, 1805-1893, 
BY ROBERT BROWN, F.S.A., SCOT.: 

(ALEXANDER GARDNER, PAISLEI'). 

THE natives of Seestu (a quaint aml endearing title by which 
the Paisley folk love to designate their native town) are 

justly proud of the place to which they belong, because she has 
betrayed no halting step in the march of progress, and sent forth 
not a few notable men who have done her honour. She is 
fortunate in finding so able and indefatigable an exponent and 
recorder as the genial author of " Paisley Burns Clubs." In 
other volumes Mr. Brown has taken pleasure in preserving the 
history of his native town in its educational, religious, and literary 
aspects, and we doubt not it is because of her marked eminence in 
these separate spheres that he has such a copious tale to unfold regard
ing her prompt and sympathetic actidty in all movements connected 
with the memory of the Ploughman Bard. In his preface the author 
states the nature of the ta.~k he has set before himself, and does not 
conceal that it is pa.rt of his design to place his native town in the 
honourable position of being the first to methodically and formally 
institute an Association for the perpetuation of Burns' memory. He 
devotes his first chapter to a brief biography of th!Ol Poet, with special 
reference to the interest excited in Paisley by the Edinburgh edition 
of his works, for ninety copies of which sixty-three of the townsmen 
subscribed their names in 1787. It is interesting to con this list, 
including professional lljen, merchants, tradesmen, and, at least, one 
weaver poet-Alexander Wilson-all desirous to see the new book. 
Among the names are likewise John Wilson, father of Christopher 
North, and the kindly Alexander Pattison, who took 12 copies himself, 
and afterwards won Burns' gratitude by doing much to promote the 
sale of the work. Here also is traced the Poet's direct and indirect 
connection with Paisley, evidence being cited to show that he once 
visited the town. On that occasion he was espied on the street from 
the window of a house by one of the leading medical men, who 
recognised the Poet from descriptions he had read and portraits he 
had seen, and enthusiastically claimed his acquaintance. The result 
was a merry meeting with a select circle of his Paisley admirers, in 
which Burns shone as was his wont. The house in which this took 
place was afterwards occupied for some years by our Author, who 
delights to linger over so interesting an association. But, as he reminds 
us, Burns had a still tenderer reason for remembering the bustling 
Renfrewshire town, because of the brief but timely shelter it afforded 
his" Bouny Jean" at the darkest crisis of their lives. Andrew Purdie, 
the relative in whose house she resided for two months in 1786, must 
have been no ordinary man; and as Mr. Brown points out, he has 
earned lasting honour by the compassion with which he opened his 
door at so trying a time to the forlorn and distraught girl. He is 
likewise at no little pains to establish the probability that Burns, 
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according to tradition, carved his name, when 18 years of age, on 
Queen Mary's Yew Tree, situated about two miles from Paisley. 
Having thus brought the Ayrshire Poet into touch with his own 
locality, Mr. Brown proceeds to alluue to the edition of his poems 
which was published in Paisley in 1801 by Robert Smith, who was 
likewise known by the soubriquet " Pea.stme." A Jae-simile of the 
title-page of this book and a vignette portrait of the Bard are given, 
which will interest those who are fond of scarce editions. 

Our chronicler next proceeds tn detail the inception and foundation 
of the "Paisley Burns Anniversary Society," as it was styled, the first 
meeting of which took place on January 29th of that year. The 
leading spirit of this movement was Robert Tannahill, whom Mr. Brown 
appropriately styles "Paisley's Premier Poet," and who acted as 
secretary on the inaugural occasion. The minute-book, which Mr. 
Brown closely follows from year to year, is still preserved, and in this 
place a.Jae-simile is given of the eloquent preamble which sets forth the 
aims that animated the members, together with Tanna.hill's " Ode on 
the Birth of Burns," composed for the occasion, and a list of the 
working committee, all in the exact and legible handwriting of the 
pensive author of " The Flower o' Dunblane." Besides being animated 
by Tanna.hill's leadership, the society contained no fewer than four 
acknowledged votaries of the Muses -three poets and one musical 
composer. The latter, R. A. Smith, is perhaps the most widely-known 
for the prominent ability with which he laboured for his favourite art 
at a comparatively early stage in the musical culture of Scotland. On 
the occasion referred to, at which seventy gentlemen were present, the 
chair was occupied by Mr. William M'Laren, who delivered a fervid 
rhapsody in honour of Burns. To this friend of his, Tannahill after· 
wards, in 1807, dedicated his only book of collected poems and songs. 
Mr. Brown gives full biographic details regarding the separate members 
of the Executive Committee, bringing together an abundant body of 
facts which possess not merely a local interest, but which have a wider 
scope as illustrating the nature of the impulses set free by the 
dissemination of Burns' works. Among the many names associated 
with this early Club, we may note that of James Struthers, the author 
of "The Poor Man's Sabbath," who contributed an ode in 1808; and 
James Scadlock, the weaver poet, in the following year, when an ode 
was also written by Tannahill, and set to music in recitative and song 
by R . .A. Smith, and performed by him along with two musical friends. 
In 1810, we find that Tannahill writes the laudatory ode, a task which 
he had essayed again and again, but which on this occasion he was with 
difficulty persuaded to undertake. His lines, which were afterwards 
published in the Scots Magazine, prove<l to be the last he penned on 
this subject. In the May following the untimely and tragic death 
of the gentle but unfortunate poet took place. Consequently, the 
meeting of the Club in the ensuing year suffered much from the gloom 
cast over it by the melancholy event. For some time subsequent to 
this, the minutes are comparatively brief ; but Mr. Brown records an 



interesting episode which occurred at the gathering in 1814, when 
James Armour, brother to the Poet's "Jea11," presented to the Club 
the "caup" which had belonged to Nance Tannock, out of which 
"Mossgiel" had so frequently regaled himself at Mauchline. It 
would appear from our author's account that the donor, probably 
attracted thither through his relationship to Andrew Purdie, had 
begun business as a wright in Paisley, and become a member of the 
Burns Club. The bicker seems to have revived the spirit of song 
among them, Robert Allan, the Kilbarchan poet, being one of those 
who contributed verses in honour of the occasion, which were sung by 
R. A. Smith. We are told that when this talented musician occupied 
the chair in the year 1816, instead of giving a speech, as was the usual 
custom, he chanted tc his own accompaniment, after the manner of the 
ancient bards, a metrical eulogium on the genius of Burns and the 
charms of Caledonia. From this date, the Paisley Club made important 
alterations in its rules, by which monthly meetings were established, 
and the commemoration of their own native poets, Tannahill and 
Alexander Wilson, was recognised as among their proper functions. 
Hitherto their meetings had been held on 29th January each year, 
which was reckoned the date of the Poet's birth ; but in the annals of 
this Club, Mr. Brown recounts the interesting circumstances connected 
with a correction made by Mr. R. A. Smith, who was then teaching 
music in Ayr. Being acquainted with the Registrar of the parish, 
he obtained a certificate of the birth of the Poet on 25th January, 1759, 
and presented it to the Club, who forthwith adopted the 25th as the 
date of their annual gatherings, and laid up the document among their 
cherished relics. 

Our author pursues the history of the Paisley Burns Club on till its 
thirty-first meeting, in 1836, when as an association it was discontinued. 
Other Pa.isley Clubs, with similar aims, the records of which he h!\S 
embodied in this volume are: -The Espeda.ire Club, the Literary and 
Convivial Association, the Thistle Club, and the youngest of the family, 
the Gleniffer Burns Club, the minutes of which he follows with 
characteristic accuracy and patience. 

The chapter devoted to an account of the Centenary Celebrations of 
1859 as held in Paisley, affords additional evidence of her Burns 
susceptibilities. At a time when the enthusiasm ran so high, it was 
to be expected that in a town so perfervid, having as Chief Magistrate 
none other than the historian whose work we a.re considering, there 
should be unwanted demonstrations. Accordingly, we find that at 
that time the immortal memory was pledged at no fewer than ten 
different meetings. Over the most important of these Mr. Brown 
himself, as Provost, presided, and he justly claims that, in proportion 
to her population, his native place was singularly alive to the importance 
of the event. After remaining inactive for nearly forty years, the 
Paisley Burns Club was resuscitated under distinguished auspices, and 
received a new impetus in 1875, and since that time has continued to 
:6.ourish. 
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Among numerous well-executed illustrations with which this 

volume is embellished, we may mention the gallery of portraits 

representing the past and present members of the Paisley Club since its 

revival, and a Jae-simile of the portrait of the Paisley edition; while 

the reader will find in the concluding section an abundant repertory of 

melodious verse, written by many admirers, who have all been inspired 

by the transcendant genius of the 8cottish Bard. 

As a whole, the work is elegant in appearance and beautifully 

printed, its workmanship being worthy of the Paisley press, while its 

ample contents are conspicuously valuable as one of the best contri

butions to our Burnsiana that has appeared within recent years. 

In carrying out a work so comprehensive, and yet so minute in 

details, Mr. Brown has manifested at once great industry, research, 

enthusiasm for his subject, and a praise-worthy zeal for the honour of 

the locality which forms the setting of these annals. The latter virtue 

he shares in common with all his townsmen; but there is one individual, 

the terse expression of whose partiality throws such a humorous light 

on the traditional push of Paisley folk, that we transcribe it as an 

appropriate conclusion. 

It is related that one day an English tourist was standing on the 

Castle Rock, Edinburgh, with a lank, keen-visaged Scotchman for 

interpreter and guide. This was 'William Aitken, a Paisley man, who 

kept a tavern at the head of Leith Walk, and never lost an opportunity 

of extolling the celebrities of his native town. "Now, my good 

friend," said the Southrou, "you have talked quite enough on that 

subject, pray forget Paisley for a moment, and let us look at Edinburgh." 

"It's no that easy to forget Paisley when we look at Embro," replied 

the offended cicerone. " Seest'ou?" and he pointed towards the 

University Buildings; "that's Embro' College, where they come frae 

England an' a' pairts, to learn to be doctors and Chancellors and 

Members o' Parliament; an' it has the cleverest men in the three 

Kingdoms for its professors ; but far the cleverest o' them a' is ane 

John \Vilson, an' he's a Paisley man. An' seest'ou," pointing to a 

distant spire, "yon's the steeple o' North Leith. It's the best stipend 

in Scotland, an' the noo it's alloo't to hae the best preacher in Scotlarnl 

for its minister. Ye may hae heard tell o' the Rev. James Buchanan; 

but ye may hae forgotten that he'a a Paisley man. An' seest'ou that 

kirk wi' the dome on't? .That's St. George's, whaur a' the gentry 

attend for the sake o' the singin', and I'se warrant ye'll no hear the like 

o' the precentor in a' England. They ea' him R. A. Smith, an' he's a 

Paisley man. An' seest'ou whaur a' the coaches are waitin' to start? 

That's the Register Office. Ye may say it's the keystone o' the 

kingdom, for la.irds and lands a' hing by't. But though its the place 

whaur dukes an' lords keep their titles, an' the king himsel' keeps his 

papers, every day when the clerks gae hame an' the door is steekit, 

the hale place is left in charge o' an anld wife, an' she's a Paisley 

wumman !" 



LIFE OF ROBERT BURNS. 
(Edinburgh and Glasgow: JOHN MEJSZIES & Co.) 

THE publication of this new biography, during the year 1893, has 
added another honour to our "National Bard." Judging from 

the preface, Mr. Higgins, when he undertook the task of compiling 
a new sketch of the Poet's career, dreaded "catching his pen in the 
tatters of a threadbare theme," but he has nevertheless produce«! a· 
fresh and most readable volume. The language of the book is, as the 
author claims, simple and concise, and conveys a plain, interesting, 
and succinct account of the ups and downs of the eventful life of Robert 
Burns. A leading feature in Mr. Higgins' biography is that nowhere 
throughout the entire volume will be found a single sentence which 
offend~ against good taste, or is likely to wound the feelings of the 
most susceptible. 

The :first eighteen years of the Poet's life are pourtrayed in a homely, 
sympathetic manner ; then follows that momentous period of the Poet's 
life (18-25), when the flower of poesy, watered by the tears of adversity, 
began to expand. The Tarbolton, Kirkoswald, and Irvine episodes, 
are all touched upon, leading up to the associations connected with 
Mossgiel and Mauchline, which drew the eyes of the world towards 
him. In this chapter we think Mr. Higgins appears to the greatest 
advantage. The insertion of the Poet's letters, and his judicious 
criticisms thereon, betray unquestionable knowledge and exhaustive 
inquiry. Here are his views on the Highland Mary episode, which we 
give in the writer's own words:-

"We are well aware that, of late years, attempts are being made, 
by means of sinister surmises, far-fetched speculations, and what we 
venture to think utterly unfair, because utterly vague, literary head· 
shakings, to represent this whole incident as wrapped in a shady 
mystery. That surely, in any case, and at this time of day, is an 
uncalled for and morally profitless effort. For aught we know to the 
contrary, we are content and glad to accept the story as here out
lined ; and we see no reason for giving up the simple explanation, 
and, to say the least, the charitable opinion that it was when he 
deerr.ed himself cast-off by Jean Armour, and flouted and disowned 
by her connexions, that Burns turned away to seek consolation from 
his 'Highland lassie'-a warm-hearted, charming young creature as 
ever lhessed a man with generous love. Here, in the remembrance of 
all the ' amorous madness' of his proud and tremendously impas· 
sioned nature-a nature how different from that of ordinary mortals
the voice of condemnation may well be hushed. That Burns' love for 
l\Iary Campbell was deep and true, and that his desire to make her 
his wife and take her with him to the Indies was faithful and sincere, 
cannot be gainsaid. And so, rather than blaming, we would, in 
consideration of all the hard, trying circumstances, plead for sympathy 
with our distracted bard, whose sensitive and deeply-vexed soul cried 
out so loudly, in the desolation of his disappointment, for some other 
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woman's gentle heart, into which he might pour the mighty pent-up 
tide of his glowing passion." 

His first winter in Edinburgh is graphically delineated. Then 
comes the Border, West Highland, and Devon Valley tours, with a 
fund of interesting notes. Interspersed with the biography, the writer 
takes notice of many notable controversies which have arisen regarding 
the third stanza of "A Prayer in the Prospect of Death." He enters 
into an able defence, in which he says : "\Ve do not find a presump
tuous excuse for sin on the ground of overmastering passions ; but we 
do find a sincere acknowledgment of sin, and the calm statement of 'a 

tremendous fact of the Poet's own great keen consciousness. It is 
perhaps uncharitable to characterise such objections as mere narrow
viewed, sanctimonious cavilling. Rather should we remember that 
Burns did not, in these verses, write as a cold-blooded, systematic 
theologian, but as a man of bounding passions." 

This exposition of the feeling which prompted Burns to pen those 
memorable lines is of all the more value, coming, as it does, from 
an ordained minister of the Church of Scotland. An elaborate 
appendix has been included, composed of notes relating to the Poet's 
family, the Manual of Religious Belief, &c., &c. Mr. Higgins cannot 
be credited with the luck of a man who, boring for water, strikes a 
rich seam of coal. He is a Burns student of undoubted merit, and is 
to be heartily congratulated on the result of his labours. 

THE ALDINE EDITION. 

(London : GEORGE BELL & SoNs, York Street). 

THIS edition of the works of Robert Burns is a re-issue of the 
well-known "Aldine" Burns of more than half a century ago, 

revised and brought op to date, and given to the public in three 
handy volumes at the very moderate price of half-a-crown each. The 
editor selected was Mr. George A. Aitken, a London Scotsman, whose 
forefathers lived in the very heart of the Burns country, and whose 
interesting additions to the correspondence of Burns have appeared in 
our own columns. In the execution of his task Mr. Aitken has proved 
hhnself possessed, in a ·very large degree, of the qualities necessary 
for a Burns editor at this time of day. He is careful and conscien
tious to a fault, and has spared himself neither time nor trouble in 
verifying his facts, and collating the texts iu so far as these were 
accessible to hhn. In a completed piece of work it is ea.sy to pick 
holes, and point out blemishes of the hypercritical sort ; but till a 
complete collection of the MSS. of Burns is got together at one centre, 
temporarily or permanently, it is misdirected energy to point out how 
this or that in any published version might be improved or amended. 
Diverse or new readings are not necessarily better than those generally 
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received, and it is in the selection of the very best from among these 
that an editor has the opportunity of demonstrating his qualifications 
and capabilities. It is not by picking up lines, words, and facts, as a 
pigeon picks up peas, that the literature of Burns is to be advanced. 
These must pass through the alembic of a capable mind working by 
itself, and in connection with the sources of supply of the raw material. 
Mr. Aitken has made a laudable attempt to incorporate in his work 
certain pieces for whose rejection by former editors he evidently 
considers there is no sufficient reason. He thus traverses very 
dangerous ground-safely, it must be confessed, but whether profitably 
or not is quite a different question. The versions he gives of "The 
Court of Equity," the "Contraband Marauder," and the perhaps less 
known "Nature's Law," show considerable courage and disregard of 
the ,cqnventional ; but as Mr. Aitken judiciously guards himself against 
the charge of supplying caviare to the general, the Burns student is not 
likely to feel completely satisfied with the fare provided for him. We 
fear the double object Mr. Aitken evidently has in view cannot be 
accomplished in this way. 'Whether it is likely of accomplishment on 
the lines of the suggestion of Dr. Adams in our present issue is matter 
for consideration. In his memoir, Mr. Aitken departs also from the 
traditions, more especially in his treatment of Burns' connection with 
Highland Mary. The grounds of his judgment are contained in the 
text and footnotes, to which we refer our r~aders for enlightenment. 
Suffice it to say that, if his premises are correct, Mr. Aitken considers 
"there is every reason to believe that Burns first made her acquaintance 
while he was at Irvine." The remainder of the "Life" is a sober record 
of well-marshalled facts, set down in clear and graceful language, the 
letters being laid under contribution to give colour and vigour to the 
successive sketches, and the whole can easil1 be read at a sitting. The 
arrangement of the poems is chronological, Chambers and Scott 
Douglas being carefully followed, ancl the annotations brought up to 
date. We note in this connection his remarks on "Wee J ohnie's 
Epitaph," a quatrain which even the most correct of editors credit to 
John Wilson, the Kilmarnock publisher, for no reason whatever except 
that of baseless tradition. "Mrs. Begg said that the real object of the 
epitaph was a certain cow-feeder at Mauchline, whose residence was on 
the road to Mossgiel, and it is difficult to believe that the lines refer 
to Wilson, the printer of the volume in which they first appeared." 
The "Epitaph on Robert Muir," Burns' Kilmarnock friend, we 
never before saw in -print. We are not so sure that the free-spoken 
doggerel ditty, "There was an auld man," given at page 287, vol. III., 
is the veritable production of Burns, though we do not question 
the fact that an autograph version of it may have been sold at 
Sotheby's last year. In Note3 and Queries of the present issue we 
have already indicated our opinion of the piece, and the accom
panying one on "Drink." '\Ve commend the " Aldine Edition" as 
one of the best and cheapest in the market. The volumes are of a 
handy size for occasional reading, and are strongly and elegantly 
bound in cloth boards. 



THE WITCH O' CESSNOCK. 
(Glasgow: SAMUEL A. C. ToDD, Union Street). 

THIS modest volume, which the author dedicates to all lovers of 
the Scottish Doric, is, as we are informed on the title-page, a 

"Pastoral Comedy in Five Acts," somewhat after the model of "The 

Gentle Shepherd." The author is Mr. John Drennan, Glasgow, who 

writes under the nom de plume, Richard Walliston Kyle. The scene is 

laid on the lands of Dollars, by the banks of the Cessnock, a few miles 

from Kilmarnock, and the action relates to the courtship and love 

episodes of lowly rural life a hundred years ago. The verbal setting 

is broad Scots, in the use of which the author evinces both knowledge 
and considerable skill. But that "the epoch with which the comedy 

deals is identical with that in which Burns first achieved his success, 

the volume could scarcely be said to come within the area of the literature 

to which the Chronicle is devoted. On page 10, we read :-

" Ye ha'e na' heard 
That we ha'e got an Ayrs~ire Bard
A farmer, too, by Mauchliue side, 
Whose bonnie rhymes a' sweetly glide, 
An' please our Embro folk sae weel, 
Up 'mang themsel's they've ta'eu the chiel, 
An' set him in the highest station, 
'Mid manners, wealth, and education." 

Throughout the work there are other references to Burns, from whom 

the author evidently draws most of his inspiration as the acknowledge<l 

master of the Doric lyre. But Mr. Kyle is not a mere maker of parodies. 

His verse shows much originality, and several of his songs betoken the 

possession of considerable lyrical power. we give two stanzas of 

"My Merran, O," as a specimen, which, though they forcibly recall 

"The Highland Lassie, 0," have merit of their own:-

" Your gentles a', they deem sae fair, 
In silken gown an' gowden ware, 
Are but to me a tinsel show ; 
Gie me my ain dear Merran, 0. 

Chorus. 
Though me she still keeps jeerin', 0, 
For nae ane else I'm carin', 0; 
Wi' gushin' heart unkenned to art, 
I'll sing my ain dear Merran, 0. 

Were mine the Ha' an' woods aboon, 
Where Cessnock waters row and rin ; 
Wha wadna' ken the lovin' glow, 
That warms my heart for Merran, 0 ? 

Though me, &c." 

The book is nicely printed, and neatly bound in cloth. 



CONVIVIAL CALEDONIA. 
INNS AND TAVERNS OF SCOTLAND. 

(London : CHAPMAN & HALL, LD.) 

THIS book is composed of a series of articles of a social nature, 
which originally appeared in the Aberdeen Weekly Free Press, 

and were highly appreciated, both for their unique style, and valuable 
information concerning the ancient inns and taverns of Scotland, which 
are rapidly being swept away by the progress of sanitary and municipal 
reform. Mr. Kempt has collected a veritable fund of info{mation 
regarding the famous people who frequrnted these hostelries of a 
byegone age, and recounts, in a facetious manner, the sayings and 
doings of such celebrated habitues as Johnson, Hume, Ramsay, Boswell, 
Dickens, Scott, Hogg, and, last but not least, Robert Burns, to whom 
he devotes Chapter V., although scattered throughout the volume are 
many allusions to the Poet's connections with the various "Howfs." 
The many brief anecdotes with which the volume teems must commen<l 
it to all students of Burns. The taverns of "Auld Reekie" in the days 
of Burns were frequented by .the literati and wits of the Capital, and 
the author has succeeded in racily describing some of those bacchanalian 
resorts, which were invariably situated in the vicinity of the High 
Street. Carruber's Close is associated with both Allan Ramsay and 
Robert Burns; Mr. Kempt stating that. the earliest of Ramsay's poetical 
efforts, which can now be traced, is an epistle, of date 1713, addressed 
"To the Most Happy Members of the Easy Club," which met in the 
famous entry. In dealing with the "Douglas Tavern," which was 
located in Anchor Close, Mr. Kempt has evidently overlooked the 
important fact that this favourite haunt of Burns was the meeting-place 
of the "Crochallan Fencibles," that famous social club of which the 
Poet was a visiting member. Here he was quite at his ease, surrounded 
by the merry individuals who had weathered the merciless chaff and 
personal banter with which all would-be members were assailed before 
being enrolled. If their tormentors failed to produce any expressions of 
anger from the candidates they were voted jolly good fellows and 
admitted accordingly. 

To enter into an elaborate description of the various places in Ayrshire 
associated with the Poet would have been quite impossible in the range 
of a book of this kind; but we must congratulate the author on the 
.selection he has made. The literary style of the book is well in keep
ing with the subject, and o<Jcasionally the reader is treated to some 
"imaginative pictures," which are pourtrayed in a masterly manner. 

An interesting addendum, composed of "The Wassail Bowl;" First 
Footing; Handsel Monday and the Stirrup Cup ; " Burns and Auld 
Killie ;" Burns and Neil Gow; Islay Parliament and Islay Whisky, 
&c., completes the volume, which is both bright and original. Possessed 
of the power of presenting details, without obscuring the main lines of 
his pictures, Mr. Kempt has succeeded in producing a pen-and-ink 
sketch book of convivial Scotland which is well worth perusal, apart 
from the Burnsiana notes it contains. 



"BURNS'S CHLORIS." 

A REMINISCENCE. 

(Glasgow: MORISON BROTHERS, 99 Buchanan Street). 

THIS volume, from the vigorous and trenchant pen of Dr. Adams, 

is the most important contribution to Burns literature which has 

appeared within recent years. Though the raison d'etre of the book 

is to clear the reputation of Jean Lorimer from the foul aspersions 

which have been cast upon it by Allan Cuninghame and the host of 

scribblers who have followed in his wake, the venerable author goes 

to the root of the whole matter by pointing out the mischievous effect 

of "Pot-Boiler" editions of the Poet, and thereon hanging an eloquent 

plea for a "Family Edition," prepared by competent scholars, and 

issued under responsible auspices. This dominant theme he has since 

elaborated in the noteable article he contributes to the present issue of 

the CHRONICLE. With this material for judgmenb before them, our 

readers can have little difficulty in estimating the merits of the volume 

under review, which has been received with the acclamation it so well 

deserves in every centre of the Burns cult. Dr. Adams' defence of 

"Chloris" first appeared in a series of articles in the Glasgow Herald, 

and the intense interest thereby excited led to the revisal of the con

tributions and their permanent preservation in the form in which they 

are now offered to the public. As a Burnsiana curio of the rarest type, 

irrespective of the characteristic, racy, and refreshing style of the 

enthusiastic author, the book ought to be on the shelves of everyone 

desirous of understanding Burns and the real facts of his much mis

represented life. A finely-executed Jae simile of "The Soug of Death," 

the original of which Dr. Adams received from the hands of «Chloris," 

adds materially to the value of the volume, the typography and binding 

of which reflect the highest credit on the Publishers. The book may 

be had in paper covers for the moderate charge of One Shilling. 

NEW ETCHING OF BURN& 

BY GEORGE AIKMAN, A.R.S.A. 

JUST as we are going to press, a proof of the etching, which we refer 

to in our "Notes and Queries," has reached us; and, so far as a 

hurried examination enables us to judge, we have no hesitation in saying 

that it will take a very high place both as a likeness of the Poet and a 

work of art. Mr. Aikman has adhered closely to the Nasmyth bust, 

while drawing upon his own well-known skill in figure and portrait 

painting in giving more mass to the features and that electric "glow" 

to the eyes which renders the Walker and Cousin's engraving so 

valuable. We may say, in a word, that Mr. Aikman's presentment 

of the Poet is immeasurably above the level of the ordinary Na.smyth 

imitations, and we cordially recommend it to every one desirous of 

possessing a reliable and artistic portrait of Burns. 



A FURTHER PORTION OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF ROBERT BURNS. 

THE following is a list of editions of the writings of the Poet, and 
of books relating to his life and works, or containin'? references to 
him, which do not appear in the late Mr. Ja.mes Gibson s Bibliography 
(M'Kie, 1881), or in No. 1 or No. 2 of the BURNS CHRONICLE • 

. The two chief sources from which the following titles have been 
drawn, are-the Burns Collection and Poets' Corner of the Mitchell 
Library, Glasgow, and the large and valuable Burns Library formed 
by Dr. Alex. Patterson, of Glasgow, who, with much liberality, gave 
the compiler the greatest facilities for securing the titles of many rare 
editions not accessible elsewhere. Other titles were obligingly com
municated by Mr. David Mackay and Mr. M'Queen, of Kilmarnock ; 
Mr. John Cruickshank, of Macduff; Mr. John Murison, of London; 
Mr. lfraser, publisher, Castle Douglas; and Mr. Charles 'l'aylor, of 
Glasgow. To these gentlemen the compiler begs to return his best 
thanks. Dr. Patterson's copies are indicated by an asterisk. 

These lists of Burns books, gradually accumulating, will in course of 
time furnish the materials for a new Bibliography of the Poet, which, 
while not complete (for it is not in the nature of things for such a work 
to reach absolute perfection), will constitute a reasonably satisfactory 
guide and key to the great and varied literature which has grown up 
around the name of Burns. Towards this end the editor of the 
CHRONICLE would appeal to all who possess Burns books to send to 
him particulars of all such as are not recorded in the 1881 Bibliography, 
or in this or preceding numbers of the BURNS CHRONICLE ; and correc
tions of any such titles as may be observed to be in error. To secure 
accuracy of description, let a full copy of the title-page be written, 
divided in lines as in the print, with the punctuation carefully 
indicated, and any unusual spelling copied. The date is to be entered 
with special care. If there are more volumes than one, let the date of 
each be noted. The size of the leaf to be noted in inches, with state
ment of number of leaves to each sheet, as indicated by the signature 
letters at foot of pages. It will be useful also to state the number of 
pages in each volume, distinguishing those marked with Roman from 
those with ordinary Arabic figures-thus, xvi. and 108 pp. Let a 
separate sheet be taken for each work described, and on the back be 
written the name of the sender, and place where the book described 
may be seen. In the case of '' Burnsiana," add the character of the Burns 
references, unless these appear from the wording of the title. · The 
cotnpiler, while thus looking forward to the desirability of a new 
Burns Bibliography, desires to express his high appreciation of the 
work compiled by Mr. James Gibson, and issued in 1881 by Mr. 
1\I 'Kie. That work reflected the greatest credit on its author, and has 
been of the utmost service to students and collectors of Burns literature . 

.A considerable portion of the Bibliography for this year is unavoidably 
?i,eld over.-Ed. 

PART !.-EDITIONS m· THE WRITINGS OF BURNS. 

AN UNCO MOURNFU TALE. To which is adJed, The Anti-
quarian. By ROBERT BURNS. [fcp. 8vo.] 

Gla8gow : Printed for and sold by STEW ART & MEIKLE. 1796. 
The Unco Mourn.tu Tale is the poem entitled " The Twa Herds ; " and 1 M 

Antiquarian consist.6 of the lines on Capt. Grose's peregrinations. The first is 
interestini: as being three years earlier in date than the edition quoted by Mr. Scott 
Douglas (m his standard six volume edition of Burns) as the first edition of the poem. 
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*POEMS CHIEFLY IN THE SCOTTISH DIALECT. By ROBERT 
BURNS. In Two Volumes. A New Edition, which includes all 
the Poems & Songs in that printed at Edinr. in 1787 under 
the Author's own inspection ; also, his Life & an Appendix, 
containing his other Select Pieces. [12mo in sixes.] 

Berwick upon Tweed: Printed by H. RICHARDSON, for J. WHITE 
& Co., Boston, United States, America. 1801. 

Titles engraved, with vignette Portrait of Burns. The first volume is undated; 
the second, 1801. 

* POE:\:IS, chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. By ROBERT BURNS. A 
New Edition. [sm. 12mo in sixes.] 

Montrose: Printed by DA. BUCHANAN. 1801. 
Has a number of Bewick engravings as tail·pieces. 

*THE JOLLY BEGGARS; or Tatterdemallions: a Cantata. By 
ROBERT BURNS. ~small 12mo.] 

Edinburgh : OLIVER & Co. 1802. 
* THE WORKS OF ROBERT B.URNS; with an Account of his Life, 

and a Criticism on his Writings. To which are prefixed some 
Observations on the character and condition of the Scottish Peasan
try. In Four Volumes. The Fifth Edition. [12mo in sixes.] 

Belfast: Printed for ARCHER AND WARD, and D. SIMMS. 1805-6. 
Vol. I., dated 1806. Vol. II., III., IV., 1805. Engraved Portrait. 

* THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS ; with an Account of his Life, 
and a Criticism on his Writings. to which are prefixed some 
Observations on the Character anil Condition of the Scottish 
Peasantry. In Four Volumes. A New Edition. [12mo in sixes.] 

Belfast: Printed by and for SIMMS & M'INTYRE. 1808. 
Prefixed to Vol. I., Portrait of Burns, Nasmyth pinxt., engraved from a Drawing 

of A. Skirving by J. Beugo. Archer & Ward's Ertit1on. 

*SELECT POEMS, from the Works of ROBERT BURNS; viz. 
Jolly Beggars, Kirk's Alarm, Holy Willie's Prayer, and Epitaph 
on Holy Willie. With Frontispiece. [12mo in sixes.] 

London: Printed for J. DrcK. 1809. 
The Frontispiece is Isaac Cruickshank's Etching. 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Collated with 
the best Editions: by Thomas Paik, F.S.A. In Two Volumes. 
[royal 32mo in eights.] 

London: Printed at the Stanhope Press, by WHITTINGHAM AND 
ROWLAND. 1813. 

Frontispiece to Vol. I.-" My Mary's asleep by thy murmuring stream, 
Flow gently, sweet Afton, disturb not her dream." 

Frontispiece to Vol. II.-" A waefu' wanderer seeks thy tow'r,' 
. Lord Gregory ope thy door." 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF THE LATE ROBERT BURNS 
with an Account of his Life. A New Edition. Containing many 
excellent Pieces of the Author's that never made their appearance 
in the copy-right Edition. [12mo in sixes.] 

Edinburgh: Printed for THOMAS NEILSON. 1813. 
Portrait, R. Scott, sc. 

* THE POEMS OF ROBERT BURNS. To which is prefixed, the 
Author's Life. Embellished with a beautiful Frontispiece and 
Vignette. [12mo in sixes.] 

Edinburgh: Published by OLIVER & BOYD. 1813. 
The above is the wording on the outer boards of a copy of the edition of 1814, 

noted at p. 22 of the Biblio~phy (1881). From this it would appear that there was 
an Oliver & Boyd edition m 1813. In the copy here noted, the frontispiece and 
engraved title are quite distinct from those of the 1814 edition recorded in the Biblio· 
graphy; the frontispiece being an engraving by Mitchell from Clennel of the "Key. 
stane" scene of Tam o' Shanter, and the vignette in the title a composition of lyre, 
pipes, crook, etc. 

M 
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* THE POETICAL WORKS OF THE LATE ROBERT BURNS; 
with an Account of his Life. A New Edition. Containing many 
excellent Pieces of the Author's, that never made their appearance 
in the copy-right Edition. Embellished with Copperplates. [12mo.] 

Edinburgh: Printed for T. NEILSON. 1816. 
Engraved Portrait as FrontisJi>iece. Printed by Thomas Turnbull, Edinburgh. 

Has the word "stinkin'" for "skmkin'" in the Address to a Haggis. 

* THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, with an Account of his Life, 
Criticism on his Writings, &c. as edited by JAMES CURRIE, M.D. 
In Four Volumes. [12mo.] 

Durham: Printed for GEORGE WALKER, by W. Blair, Edinburgh. 1818. 
The same edition as that described at p. 27, Bibliography 1881, but with a 

Durham imprint. 
* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS; including several 

valuable Pieces not published in the original Editions of his 
Poems. With a comprehensive Sketch of the Life of the Author. 
The whole illustrated with Notes and a complete Glossary. Embel
lished with eleven beautiful and highly-finished Engravings. [8vo.] 

Newcastle- upon- Tyne: Printed and Published by MACKENZIE 
and DE~T. 1818. 

Portrait, W. Davidson, sculpt., N'castle. Engraved title, Amang the rigs o' 
barley. The copy here noted belonged to Lt. Col. Burns, and was bought at his 
sale at Cheltenham. Inscribed " To Major Burns, with Carmichael's kindest 
regards. Newcastle, Oct. 23, 1840." 
* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS ; with a Glossary, 

, and a Biographical Sketch of the Author. In Two Volumes. [32mo 
in eights.] 

London: Published by JONES & COMPANY. 1824-25. 
VoL I. has an en!l"aved Portrait of Burns, and an engraved title, with the date 

1825, and describing it as "University Edition." Printed by Andrew and John M. 
Duncan, Glasl(ow. No doubt the same book as entered No. 5 on p. 38 of the 
Bibliography, 1881. A label on the back has the title "Diamond Poets." 

* BURNS' l'OPULAR SONGS. [12mo.] 
Paisley: Printed by G. CALDWELL & Co. [No date, (?) 1830.] 

Chap book, 24 pp. 

* AFTON WATER. 
J. SCOTT, Printer, Pittenweem. [N.D. (?)a.bout 1830.] 

Apparently a copy printed for Pedlars. 

*THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS; with au Account ot his Life, 
and a Criticism on his Writings. To which are prefixed some 
Observations on the Character and Condition of the Scottish 
Peasantry. By Ja.mes Currie, M.D. Complete in One Volume. 
[8vo.] 

Edinburgh: THOMAS NELSON and PETER BROWN. 1831. 
Printed by Hutchison & Brookman, Glasgow. 

* THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS: including his Letters to 
Clarinda, and the whole of his suppressed Poems : with an Essay 
on his Life, Genius, and Character. Complete in one Volume. 
[fcp. 8vo.] 

London: Printed for SAMUEL RICHARDS. 1831. 
Engraved Portrait, A Nasmyth, pinxt., J. Kennerley, sc. 

* Diamond Edition. THE ENTIRE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS ; 
with his Life and a Criticism on his Writings, etc., etc., by James 
Currie, M.D. The Four Volumes complete in One, with an enlarged 
and corrected Glossary. Second Edition. Embellished with thirteen 
engravings on steel, from original designs. [l2mo.] 

London: ALLAN BELL & Co., and SIMPKIN & MARSHALL. 1833. 
Printed by George Brookman, Villafleld1 Glasgow. An Engraved Title prefixed, 

with vignettes of the Birthplace and Portrait. 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, with a Memoir of 
the Author's Life, and a Glossary. [royal 32mo in eights.] 

Halifax: Printed for H. POHLMAN. 1836. 
Printed by Whitley & Booth, Halifax. 



* THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, including his Letters to 
Clarinda, and Remarks on Scottish Songs and Ballads ; illustrated 
with Historical and Critical Notes, Biographical Notices, and a 
Glossary of the Scottish Language ; with the Life of the Author, 
and an Essay on his Genius and Writings. [8vo.] 

" High Chief of Scottish Song ! 
That couldst alternately impart 
Wisdom and rapture in thy page, 
And brand eacli vice with satire strong ; 
Whose lines are mottoes of the heart, 
Whose truths electrify the sage."-Campbell. 

Glasgow : DUNCAN MACKENZIE. 1836. 
Portrait, engraved by James Kerr. 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS: To which is 
prefixed a Sketch of his Life. In Two Volumes. [royal 24mo in 
eights.] 

Edinburyh: Printed for STIRLING, KENNEY, & Co. 1837. 
* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS; with a Glossary, 

and a Biographical Sketch of the Author. In Two Volumes. 
[32mo in eights.] 

London: Published by JONES & COMPANY. 1837. 
* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS; with a Memoir 

of the Author's Life, and a Glossary. [royal 24mo in eights.] 
London : Published for the Booksellers. 1838. 

Printed by William l\lilner, Halifax. 
* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, with a Memoir of 

the Author's Life, and a Glossary. [roya! 32mo in eights.] 
London: Printed for the Bookseller11, by W. F. Pratt, llowden. 

1838. 
Frontispiece, woodcut Portrait of Burns, within a border of thistles, daisies, etc. 

* THE POETIOAL AND PROSE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS : 
with Life, Notes, and Correspondence : By A. CUNNINGHAM, Esq. 
With Original Pieces from the Collection of Sir Egerton Brydges, 
Bart., and Illustrations. [er. 8vo.] 

London: CHARLES DALY [no date,{?) 1838.] 
Portrait, and Engraved Title, with vignette, "But a' the pleasures e'er I saw, though three times doubled fairly.'' An Appendix contains Letters of Clarinda to 

Burns. 
* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS : with a Life of 

the Author, and an Essay on the Genius and Writings of Burns, 
by E. [sic] Cunningham, Esq. Carefully revised, and rendered 
perfectly intelligible to the general Reader by a copious Glossary. 
[32mo in eights.] 

London: Published by C. DALY. 1839. 
Printed by Baine Brothers, London. There is an undated engraved Title, with vignette, harp and thistle, and the motto, "Quis Separabit ?' Engraved Portrait as Frontispiece. · . 

* THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. With Life by ALLAN CuN
NINGHAM, and Notes by Gilbert Burns, Lord Byron, Thomas 
Campbell, Thomas Carlyle, Robert Chambers, Cowper, Cromek, 
Allan Cunningham, Dr. Currie, Hazlitt, James Hogg, Lord Jeffrey, 
T. Landseer, Lockhart, Motherwell, Sir Walter Scott, Professor 
'Wilson, Wordsworth, etc., etc. [med. 8vo.] 

" Farewell\. High Chief of Scottish song ! 
That cou dst alternately impart 
Wisdom and rapture in thy page, 
And brand each vice with satire strong ; 
Whose lines are mottoes of the heart, 
Whose truths electrify the sage.'' &c.-CampbeU. 

London: HENRY G. BoHN. 1842. 
Engraved Portraitt.. and engraved Title-page, with vignette of the Birthplace. "To Robert Wallace, Jj;Sq. of Kelly, M.P. for Greenock, &c., this Unique Edition "f the Life and Works of Robert Burns is, with Permission, respectfully Dedicated by his obedient servant, the Editor." 
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* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, with a Memoir of 
the Author's Life, and a Glossary. [royal 32mo in eights.] 

Halifax: Printed and Published by WILLIAM MILNER. 1845. 
Has engraved Frontispiece, the Birks of Aberfeldy, and engraved Title, with 

'flgnette, the Mausoleum of Burns, Dumfries. 

* THE WORKS 011' ROBERT BURNS : with an account of his Life, 
and Criticism on his Writings. To which are prefixed, some 
Observations on the Character and Condition of the Scottish 
Peasantry. By James Currie, M.D. Including Additional Poems, 
extracted from the late Edition edited by Allan Cuµningham. 
[royal 8vo.] 

Philadelphia: J. CRISSY. 1846. 
Has also engraved Title dated 1885, with vignette of the Birthplace, and engraved 

Portrait from Nasmyth, T. B. Welch, sculpt. 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS ; with a copious 
Glossary: to which is prefixed, 1\ Sketch of his Life. Complete in 
One Volume. [royal 32mo in eights.] 

" He seiz' d his country's lyre 
With ardent grasp and strong, 

And made his soul of fire, 
Dissolve itself in song." 

Gla~gow: Published by JoHN MORRISON. 1846. 
Engraved Frontispiece, "Robert Burns and his Highland Mary." 

* POEMS OF ROBERT BURNS. A New Edition. [royal 32mo in 
eights.] 

BeifMt : Published by JOHN HENDERSON. 1847. 
"The onl) complete Pocket Edition published." 

*THE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. With Life by ALLAN Cu-"· 
:!'INGHAM, and Notes by Gilbert Burns [etc.] New Edition. 

[Motto from Campbell.] 
Lon<ion: HENRY G. BOHN. 1847. 

A re-issue of the " unique" edition, see 1842 a.hove. 

* THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS; with an Account 
of his Life, and a Criticism on his Writings. To which are prefiiced, 
some Observations on the Character and Condition of the Scottish 
Peasantry. By James Currie, M.D. With an enlarged and 
corrected Glossary. [8vo.] 

Halifax: Printed and Published by WILLIAM MILNER. 1848. 
Has also an undated en@:aved Title, with Vignette, "The gowden locks of 

Anna;" and Portrait. "Phillibrown, sculp." 

* 'fHE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, complete. With 
a sketch of his Life, and an original introductory Essay on his 
Character and Writings. [12mo.] 

London: SIMMS & M'lNTYRE. 1851. 
Pp. xvi, 128. Glossary. 

* POESIES COMPLETES DE ROBERT BURNS. Traduites de 
l'Ecossais par M. Leon de Wailly. Avec une Introduction du 
m~me. [12mo in sixes.] 

Pam : ADOLPHE DELAHA YS. 1853. 

* THE UOMPLETE WORKS m' ROBERT BURNS; with an Account 
of his Life, and a Criticism on his \Vritings. To which are 
prefixed, some Observations on the Character and Condition of the 
Scottish Peasantry. By JAMES CURRIE, M.D. With an enlarged 
and corrected Glossary •• [8vo.] 

Halifax: Printed and Published by MILNU & SOWERBY. 1854. 
Has also an undated engraved Title, with Vignette, "The gowdeh locks of Anna."· 

*Price One Penny. TAM O' SHANTER. (Illustrated). [er. 8vo.] 
[No place.] May be had of 'Booksellers, News Agents and Vendors. 

[No date, (?)about 1855.1 
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*TAM 0' SHANTER: a. Ta.le. By ROBERT BURNS. Illustra.teJ 
with Wood Engravings. [sm. 8vo.] 

Glasgow: GEORGE CAMERON. [No date,(?) about 1857.] 
* THE SONGS OF ROBERT BURNS, with Music. Centenary Edition. 

[small square 8vo.] 
Glasgow: DAVID JACK, for the Proprietors. 1859. 

Printed by Bell & Bain. Enclosed in wrapper bearing the imprint of James 
Mackay, Aberdeen. 

* THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS: containing his 
Poems, Songs, and Correspondence. With Life a.nd Notes, critical 
and biographical, by Allan Cnnningha.m. And ma.ny notes by Lord 
Byron, Thomas Campbell, Thomas Carlyle, Lord Jeffrey, T. Land
seer, Lockha.rt, Sir Walter Scott, Professor WilRon, Wordsworth, 
etc., etc. With Illustrations on Steel. In Two Volumes. [imp. 
8vo.] 

Edinburgh: THOMAS C. JACK. [No date, but(?) a.bout 1860.] 
*THE POETICAL WORKS OF RUBERT BURNS. With a. Memoir of 

the Author's Life, and a copious Glossary. [royal 32mo in eights.] 
Glasgow: JOHN CAMERON. 1865. 

Woodcut Portrait of Burns in Title. 

*TAM 0' SHANTER. By BURNS. [8vo.] 
London: ARcH. K. MURRAY. 
Glasgow: THos. MURRAY & SoN. [No da.te, (?)about 1865.] 

*THE SONGS AND BALLADS OF ROBERT BURNS, including a 
number of Pieces not to be found in any other Copy. New and 
improved Edition. [royal 24mo in eights J 

Glarlgow: JoHN CAMERON. 1865. 
*THE POEMS OF ROBERT BURNS. [royal 32mo in eights.] 

London : BELL AND DALDY. 1865. 
THE SONGS OF ROBERT BURNS. [royal 32mo in eights.] 

London: BELL AND DALDY. 1866. 
* The Globe Edition. POEMS, SONGS, AND LETTERS; being the 

COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited from the 
best printed and manuscript Authorities, with Glossarial Index 
a.nrl a Biographical Memoir, by ALEXANDER SMITH. New Edition. 
["globe" 8vo.] 

London : MACMILLAN & Co. 1873. 
*The "Edina" Edition. POEMS AND SONGS BY ROBERT BURNS. 

With Original Illustrations by R. Herdman, R.S.A., Waller H. 
Paton, R.S.A., Samuel Bough, A.R.S.A. [and others]. Engraved 
by.R. Paterson. [sm. 4to.] 

\VIJ..LIAM P. NIMMO, London. 1875. 
*WINTER; and "The Winter it is Past;" by ROBERT BURNS. 

Illustrated by B. D. Sigmund. [16mo.] 
HILDESHEIMER & FAULKNER, London. [No date,(?) c. 1875.) 

*THE COTTAR'S SATURDAY NIGHT; by ROBERT BURNS. 
Illustrated by J. STANLEY. [sma.ll 4to.] 

JAMES NrsBET, London. [No date,(?) 1876.] 
THE COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. 

With an Original Memoir by WILLIAM GuNNYON. [fop. Svo.] 
WILLIAM P. NIMMO, London, 1876. 

Portrait. 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited, with 
introductory Biography and Notes, by CHARLES KENT, Ba.rri.Jter
a.t-Law, Author of "Aletheia," etc. [er. 8vo.] 

London : GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SONS. 1885. 
Vi;pette, Birthplace, on Title ; Frontispiece, "The a.uld Farmer to bis a,nld 

Ma.re.' Bed line Edition. 
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ROBERT BURNS' GEDICHTE IN AUSW AHL. Deutsch von 
GUSTAV LEGERLOTZ. [er. 8vo.] 

Portrait Frontispiece. 
Leipzig: OTTO SPAMER. 1889. 

* THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited, with 
introductory Biography and Notes, by CHARLES KENT, Barrister
at Law, Author of" Alelheia," etc. Complete Edition. [er. 8vo.] 

London: GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SONS. 1890. 
Vil(Dette, Birthplace, on Title ; Portrait. 

* THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited from 
the best print.ad aud manuscript Authorities. With Glossarial 
Index, and a Biographical Memoir, by Alexander Smith. [er. 8vo.] 

New York: THOMAS Y. CROWELL. [No date,(?) 1890.] 
Red line Edition. 

* THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited from 
the best printed and manuscript Authorities. With Glossarial 
Index, and a Biographical Memoir, by Alexander Smith. [sm. 8vo.] 

New York: THOMAS Y. CROWELL & Co. [No date,(?) 1890.] 
THE COTTAR'S SATURDAY NIGHT, inscribed to Robert Aiken, 

Esq. By ROBERT BURNS. Illustrated. With an Introduction 
by Rev. JOHN HALL, D.D. [oblong 4to.] 

MARCUS 'V ARD & Co., Limited, London, Belfa8t, and New 
York. [No date, {?)about 1890.] 

SELECTED POEMS OF ROBERT BURNS. With Biographical 
Sketch and Notes by NATHAN HASKEJ,L DoLE. [12mo.] 
Ne:w York: THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CoMPA:llY. [No date, (?) 1892.] 

LOVE-SONGS OF ROBERT BURNS. Selected by Sir George 
Douglas, Bart. With an Introduction and Notes. Cameo Series. 
[12mo.] 

T. FISHER UNWIN, London. 1892. 
Sir John Lubbock's Hundred Books. 58. THE POETICAL WORKS 

OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited, with Introductory Biography 
and Notes, by CHARLES KENT, Barrister-at-Law, Author of 
" Aletheia," "Dreamland," etc. [er. 8vo.] 

London: GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SoNs, Limited. 1893. 
THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited with a 

Memoir by GEORGE A. AITKEN. In Three Volumes. [fcp. 8vo.] 
London: GEORGE BELL & Soxs. 1893. 

Aldine Edition. Portrait, from Alex. Nasmyth, engraved by G. J. Stodart. 
POESIE DI ROBERTO BURNS. Prima Versione Italiana, di ULISSE 

0RTEKSI, Vice Bibliotecario Reggente della Bihlfoteca Governativa 
di Cremona. Pa.rte Prima. [sm. 8vo in fours] 

Modena: E. SARASINO. 1893. 
Preface by John Muir. 

TAM O' SHANTER, BY ROBERT BURNS. Illustrated by Six 
Reproductions, in photo-aquatint, of Pictures specially painted by 
J.E. CHRISTIE; with Introductory Preface, Notes, etc., by DAVID 
MASSON, LL.D. • .. The reproductions executed by Messrs. 
Boussod, Vala.don & Co. (Goupil Gallery), Paris. [4to.] 

Gla,.~gow : MATHIESON & ERSKINE. 1894. 
This Title taken from the Prospectus of the book. 

PART II.-BURNSIANA. 
*CATALOGUE OF FIVE HUNDRED CELEBRATED AUTHORS 

of Great Britain,· now living; the whole arranged in alphabetical 
order ; and including a co.nplete List of their Publications, with 
occasional Strictures, and Anecdotes of their Lives. [8vo.] 

London: Printed for R. FAULDER. 1788. 
Contains a !Jrief notice of " BURNS, ROBERT. A ploughman in the County of 

Ayr, in the Kingdom of Scotland." 
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*POEMS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. Hy JAMES FISHER. [Svo] 
Whae'er thou critic be 
Tha.t rettds my harmless glee, 
And will my faults there see, 
See thou of such be free ; 
If not, in some degree, 
Speak favour'ble of me, 
An' this 'ill be thy fee-
Some shall speak wee! of thee. 

Dumfries: Printed by RoBERT JACKSON, for the AUTHOR. 1790. 

Contains-Familiar Epistles between the Author and Thomas Walker. Epistle 
to Mr. John Lapraik. Both pieces have references to Burns. 

*A SELECTION OF THE ~OST FAVOURITE SCOTS SONGS, 
chiefly Pastoral. Adapted for the Harpsichord, with an Accompani
ment for a Violin. By Eminent Masters. Respectfully inscribed 
to Her Grace the Duchess of Gordon. Price, One Pound Six 
Shillings. [folio.] 
London: Printed for WILLM. NAPIER. [No date,(?) about 1790.] 

A SELECT COLLECTION OF POEMS, from admired Authors, and 
scarce Miscelladles. 'Vith many Pieces never before published. 
[small 12mo in fours.] 

North-Shields: Printed by W. KELLEY. 1790. 
Contains Poems by Burns. 

*THE EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, or, Literary Miscellany, for 
March, 1791. [Svo] 1791. 

Contains Tam o' Shanter. 
*THE EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, or Literary Miscellany, for 

October, 1791. [Svo.] 1791. 

Contains Verses "Written by Mr. Burns, the Scots Poet, when Capt. Grose was 
in Scotland in 1790 (or 1791). 

*THE EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, or Literary Miscellany, for 
November, 1791. [Svo.] 1791. 

Contain• : The Whistle, by R Burns ; and verses " Written extempore by a. 
Friend of Mr. Burns, en reading the above Poem." 

SCOTTISH BALLADS AND SONGS. [small 12mo in sixes.] 
Manchester, Printed at the Office of G. NICHOLSON. 1796. 

Contains: "Now westlin' winds," etc. 

*THE EDINBURGH EVENING COURANT, Monda.y, July 25, 1796. 

This paper, published fo11r days after the death of Burns, contains, "Verses to 
the Memory of Burns," fourteen four-line stanzas; in all likelihood the earliest of 
the multitude of memorial poetical tributes which have testified to the place he 
holds in the hearts of his countrymen. There is also a statement that " a 
subscription for th~ widow and children of poor Burns is immediately to be set on 
foot ; and there is httle doubt of its being an ample one." 

*THE MAN OF AGE: a. Poem. 

As from the clouds bursts forth the weight of snow, 
Lightnings or hail that blast the scene below, 
So burst<! the ruin of a sinking state, 
From the dark vices of the guilty great.-Hayley. 

The Second Edition, with improvements. To which is adtled, 
The Sighs of Genius : an Elegiac Ode, occasioned by the Death 
of Robert Burns, the Ayrshire Poet. By WILLIAM HAMILTON 
DRUMMOND. [fcp. Svo.] 

.Glasgow. [No name.] 1798. 

*OBSERVATIONS made in a Journey through the Western Counties 
of Scotland, in the Autumn of M. Dcc.xcn. Relating to the Scenery, 
Antiquities, Customs, Manners [etc.], of these parts. . • . By 
ROBERT HERON. In Two Volumes. The Second Edition. Newly 
Illustrated by Thirteen Views . . . and Map of Scotland. [Svo.] 

.Perth: Printed for W. MORISON. 17990 

Vol. 2 has four pages of remarks on Burns. 



*THE EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, or Literary Miscellany, for June 
1799. [8vo.] 1799. 

Contains a. Letter to the Editor respecting the connection the la.te Mr. Bums 
had with Mr. Miller of Dalswinton. 

* THE SCOTTISH MINSTREL; a. valuable selection of popular Songs, 
with Music adapted for the Voice, Violin, & German Flute. 
[ sma.11 12mo in sixes.] 

Edirwurgh: Printed a.nd Published .by OLIVER & BoYD. 
[no date, apparently a.bout 1800.] 

Conta.lns Songs by Burns. Engraved title, with vignette. 

* THREE EXCELLENT SONGS. The Sheffield Prentice. Highland 
Mary. Johnny Cope's Race. ' 

Edinburgh: Printed by J. MORREN. [no date, (?) a.bout 1800.] 
Cha.p·book; 8 pp. 

* THREE SONGS. Innocent l\Iirth. Lord Douglas' Tragedy. The 
Banks of Doon. 

J. MORREN, Printer, Edinburyh. [no date,(?) 1800.] 
Cha.p-book; 8 pp. 

*PATHETIC AND SENTIMENTAL PIECES. Wolkmar and bis 
Dog, by Drake. . . • Elegy, by Burns. • • . [l8mo.] 

Newcastle-on-Tyne: Printed and sold by J. MITCHELL. 1801. 
Elegy on the Death of Sir Ja.mes Hunter Blair. 

* HUMOROUS PIECES, consisting of 

The Life of Mr. George Harvest. Tam o' Shanter. 
Prose. I Poetry. 

The Strolling Pla.yer. The Pilgrims and the Pea.a. JlRmo.J 
Newc<UJtle-on-Tyne, Printed and sold by J. MITCHELL, 1801. 

* HUMOROUS PIECES. Epistle on Marriage, and the Cheese Present, 
by BURNS. The Newspaper Editor, by Peter Pindar .... [18mo.] 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Printed a.nd sold by J. MITCHELL. 1801. 
THE SCOTS MAGAZINE, for February, 1802. 1802. 

Oonta.ins : Genera.I Remarks on the Life and Cha.racter of Bums. Continued In 
the April number. In the Ma.rch No., two letters from Burns to Cla.rlnda. 

THE MUSICAL REPOSITORY: a Collection of favourite Scotch, 
English, and Irish Songs, set to Music. [18mo.] 

Edinburgh: Printed by C. STEWART & Co., for WILLIAM ANDERSON, 

Contains-Burns Songs. 
Stirling. 1802. 

* POEMS on several occasions, chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. By 
JOHN GERROND. [sma.ll 12mo in sixes.] 

What tho' the first of Vulcan's sons I be 
That yet has try'd to climb Pama.ssus' hill; 

My fanc;v_wfJU[S it's way o'er land and sea, 
Somet.bing tlla.t's new, expect then from my quill. 

Glasgow, PrintE.d by CHAPMAN & LANG. 1802. 
Conta.ins-" Eg:,stle to Robert Burnst "Robert Burns' Epitaph." The EplStle 

li::s 7~tten in t e State of Pennsylvama, In the year 1797," and has the follOwing 

" Your footsteps here, you see, I tra.ce, 
And think them yet well worth a place ; 
Your book, the stationers·doth grace 

Through this warm clime, 
Scotch bodies make a chearful face 

At Burns's name. 
Yet some forget their mother tongue, 
Can read it but unco hum-drnm, 
But when ever I a.Jang-side come, 

I rattle't o'er, 
·An' tell rm from the vera•town, 

Where lives you, sir." 
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*POEMS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, by Mrs GRANT, Laggan. [8vo.] 
Edinburgh: Printed for the AuTHOR by J. MoIR. 1803. 

Contains-Remarks on the Character of Burns. On the Death of Burns. To 
l\Irs. Dunlop of Dunlop, on reading Burns's Letters to that Lady. 

"The Author, at the request of some friends\ shall here insert extracts from 
two of her letters, one to a lady who desired her opmion of Burns, and wished for a 
poetical tribute to his memory ; the other to a friend, who some years after sent 
the Author Burns's Life, Letters, &c., and earnestly requested to know her ideas of 
his character and abilities, as they appear in those familiar effusions." 

*THE BEAUTIES OF POETRY; being selections from the most 
approved modern Authors. By ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, 11 A. 
[12mo.] 

" Oh ! come, and while the rosy-footed May 
Steals blushing on, together let ns tread 
The morning dews, and gather in their prime 
]'resh blooming llow'rs."-Thomson's "Spring." 

London : Printed for TEGG & CASTLEMAN. 1804. 
Contains-Poems by Burns. 

*A SELECT COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL SCOTTISH AIRS, with 
Select and Characteristic Scotch and English Verses, the most part 
of which written by the celf•brated R. BURNS. Arranged for the 
Voice, with introductory and concluding Symphonies, and Accom
paniments for the Pianoforte, Violin, and Violoncello. Humbly. 
dedicated by permission to Her Grace the Duchess of Bedford, by 
P. URBANI. [folio.] 

Edinr.: URBANI & LISTON. [1804.] 
*THE SCOTS MAGAZINE, and Edinburgh Litera.ry Miscellany, for 

January, 1805. 1805. 
Contains-Hallow-e'en, by John Mayn. "This little poem was P-ublished two 

or three years prior to the longer and more cerebrated one of Burns s on the s..<tme 
· subject. It appeared in R11ddiman's Weekly Magazine, of which Burns was then a 

constant reader. From it he appears to have drawn the hint, not only of the 
subject, but also of the measure and general tone of sentiment." 
-The same, for September, 1805. 1805. 

Contains-Description of the House in which Robert Burns the Poet was born; 
with Engraving, D. 8kealf, delt. R. Scott, sculpt. 
-The same: for October, 1805. 1805. 

Contains-Verses" On visiting the tomb of Robert Burns." Signed A. M. A. 

* THE SCOTS MAGAZINE, and Edinburgh Literary MiscellJ.ny, for 
April, 1806. [8vo.] . 1806. 

Contains-Portrait am! notice of Mr. John Dowie, and COJ?Y of verse•, entitled 
Johnnie Dowie's Ale; "generally 811pfosed to be the composition of Burns, whoJ 
h':i:t~~:iofb'.i:;:;"a:';~:.i~ent visitor o Mr. Dowie's ; and, at any rate, is a goo 

*THE WREATH, containing The Minstrel and other Favorite Poems, 
to which is prefixed the Life of Dr. Beattie. [small 12mo.] 

London: Published by W. SuTTABY. 1806. 
Contains-Poems by Burns. Engraved Title, with vignette. 

* POEMS AND CRITICISMS, by the late ARCHIBALD FYFE, Paisley. 
[fcap 8vo in fours.] 

Paisley: STEPHEN Yomm. 1806. 
Contains, among the "Criticisms"'-Burns. 

* LA BELLE ASS EM BLEE, or, Bell's Court and Fashionable Magazine, 
for June, 1807. [med. 8vo.] · 

London: Printed by and for J. BELL. 1807. 
Contains-Original Letter from Robert Burns, being the foundation of one of 

bis most excellent Poems concerning Witch Stories (Tam o' Shanter). 

THE SCOTS MAGAZINE, and Edinburgh Literary Miscellany, for 
January, 1808. 1808. 

· Contains-Two unpublished Poems by Burns: "Adam A.'s Prayer," and a 
Song, "As I gaed up by yon gate end." 
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* THE CABINET OF THE SCOTTISH MUSES ; selected from the 
Works of the most esteemed Bards of Caledonia. {l2mo in sixes.] 

Edinburgh; Printed by and for OLIVER & BoYD. 1808. 
Contains several poems by Bums. Frontispiece, wood en~avlng, "1.'he Muse 

of Caledonia presenting to Apollo the names of her favourite Bards;" an open 
book on which appears "Burns, Ramsay, etc." 
* THE BURNIAD ; an Epistle to a Lady, in the manner of Burns. 

With Poetic Miscellanies, original and imitative. By JoHN HENRY 
KENNEY. [fcp. 8vo.] 

London: Printed for VE&NOR, HooD, & SHARPE. 1808. 
Contains-The Burniad · or, an Epistle from Robert Burns (the Scotch Plough

man and Poet), to Miss Gr-ff-n, who wrote on the back of his Picture, in a Book of 
his Poems : "I wish this book was my property." To my Muse : an imitation of 
Bums. A Fragment, on the death of Robert Burns, the celebrated modern 
Scotch Poet. 
* A MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTION of Fugitive Pieces of Poetry, 

by the late Reverend JOHN SKINNER, at Longside, Aberdeenshire. 
Volume iii. of his Posthumous Works. [8vo.] 

Stulta, jocosa, canenda, dolentia, seria, sacra, 
En posita ante oculos, Lector amise, tuos ; 

Quisquis es, hie aliquid quod delectabit habebis, 
Tristior an levior, selige quicquid amas.-.duthor. 

Edi11burgh: Printed by JoHN Mum. 1809. 
Introduction to Part ii. containing Remarks on Scottish Poetry, with a familiar 

Epistle to Robert Burns [and corre•pondence between Burns and the Author.] 
Verses " Written at the desire of a lady who did not like Bums' "Address to a 
louse on a lady's bonnet." 
*THE CALEDONIAN MUSICAL MUSEUM, or complete Vocal 

Library of the best Scotch Songs, ancient and modern. Embellished 
with a Portrait and Fae-simile of the Hand-writing of BURNS, and 
containing upwards of Two Hundred Songs by that Immortal 
Bard. The whole edited bY' his Son. [Three volumes.] 

London: Printed for J. DICK. 1809, 1810, 1811. 
The first of the three is noted in the Bibliography, 1881, but not the other two. 

The second and third read on the titles " Edited by Mr. Robert Burns, son of the 
celebrated Robert Bums." The third has a Glossary. 
TRANQUILLITY ; a Poem. To which are added, other original 

Poems, and Translations from the Italian. [By Miss EDGAR ] [8vo.] 
Dundee: Printed by R. S. RINTOUL; for JAMES CHALMERS. 18l0. 

Contains-On Reading some trifling Verses, by a Scottish Poet, 'to the Memory 
of Robert Burns.' ::'.'! ote on ditto. 
THE SPY. 1810. Numb. 1. Saturday, September 1. [1810.] 

" The Proprietor and Editor of this periodical was the. Ettrick Shepherd." ... 
He , was occasionally assisted with papers, • . • but the greatest part was 
written by himself. 
* THE CHARMS OF SCOTTISH MELODY; A Selection of favourite 

Songs; adapted for the Voice, Piano-forte, German 'Flute, &c. [folio.] 
Edinburgh: 0LIYER & BoYD. [1810.] 

* THE SCOTS MAGAZINE, and Edinburgh Literary Miscellany, for 
April, 1811. [8vo.] 1811. 

Contains-Sketch of an Epistle to R. Graham. Esq., of Fintray. [The following, 
from the pen of the celebrated Robert Burns, has never before been published]. 
*PAISLEY REPOSITORY. No. 10. [fcap 8vo.] 

[Paisley] J. NEILSON, Printer. [No date, but about 1811.] 
Contains-Ye Flowery Banks o' bonie Doon. "This is the Original forin of the 

very popular Song of "Ye Banks and Braes o' bonie Doon." 
*THE POETICAL AND PROSE WORKS of JOHN GERROND, Author 

of the Poems dedicated to Sir William Douglas, of Castle Douglas, 
Bart. [12mo in sixes.] 

" Whoever thinks a faultless piece to see, 
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor e'er shall be.''-Pope. 

Leith: l'rinted by ARCHIBALD ALLARDYCE, for the 
AUTHOR. 1811. 

Contains-Epistle to Robert Bums. Robert Burns' Epitaph. 
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* THE DIAMOND SONGSTER: containing the most approved Lively 
Scottish Songs. [72mo in twelves.] 

Ba/,timore: Published by F. LucAs, jun'r. 1812. 
Contains-Burns Songs. 

*THE DIAMOND SONGSTER: containing the most approved Senti
mental Scottish Songs. [72mo in twelves.] 

Baltimore: Published by F. LUCAS, jun'r. 1812. 
Contains-Burns Songs 

* POE'l'lCAL SELECTIONS: consisting of the most approved Pieces 
of our best modern British Poets, excellent specimens of Fugitive 
Poetry, and some Original Pieces, by Cowper, Da.rwin, and others 
that have never before been published; classically arranged under 
the following Titles :-Martial, Rural & Descriptive, Legendary, 
Elegiac, Humourous, Sentimental, & Pathetic. • • • A New 
Edition. [post 8vo.] 

Birmingham : Printed and Published by THOMSON and 
Contains-Poems by Burns. WRIGHTSON. 1812. 

SCHOOL VIRGIL. By ROBERT JOHN THORNTON, M.D. 
London: DAVID CocK & Co. 1812. 

A kindly, sympathetic, and appreciative notice of Burns; with severe reflections 
on George Thomson. 
*POEMS, chiefly in the Scottish Dia!ect. By PETER FORBES. [12mo 

in sixes.] 
Some rhyme a neighbour's name to lash, 
Some rhyme (vain thought) for needfu' cash, 
Some rhyme to court the country clash, 

An' raise a din ; 
For me an aim I never fash. 

I rhyme for fun.-Burns. 

Edinbitr(Jh : Printed by R. M:to:Nzrns, for the AUTHOR. 1812. 
Contains-To the friends of Burns, on reading the contents of Burns' Poems. 

Circular letter sent to the friends of Robert Burns, inviting them to meet at the 
Author's house, on the 25th .January 1811, the anniversary of his Birth. Lament for 
Burns from the place of his Birth. 
*FLOWERS OF BRITISH POETRY; consisting of Fugitive and 

Classical Pieces of the best Poets of Great Britain. Embellished 
with seven beautiful designs on wood by Thomas and John Bewick. 
[fcp 8vo in fours.] 

" l<'ull many a flow'r is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air." 

Newcastle-on-Tyne: Printed and sold by J. MITCHELL. [1813.] 
No date, but attributed, with a query, to 1813, by Hugo. Contains Poems by Burns. 

*POEMS, by MARGARET CHALMERS, Lerwick. Zetland. [8vo.] 
Newcastle: Printed by S. HODGSON. 1813. 

Contains-Verses in humble Imitation oi Burns. "I beg it may not be supposed 
that these verses exi.iress my ideas respecting the information and intelligence of 
the Ayrshire Bard with regard to this country. But the thou~ht striking me, that 
had he been alive, he might, perhaps, have been amused with the novelty of a 
poetic essay from a Zetland Authoress; my feeble attempt is made on the supposi
tion of his giving the reins to his enlivening vein of raillery and burlesque. Well 
am I convinced, although I have attempted the Imitation, that he is inimitable. 
Why then embark in the vain pursuit of imitating the inimitable? I stand reproved.' 

* THE MAGAZINE OF THE MUSES: A Selection of Poems, from the 
most esteemed modern Authors. By JOHN SrAGG. [8vo.] 

.Manche.~ter: Printed by WARDLE AND BENTHAM. 1814. 
Contains-Poems by Bums. 

* ELOGIORUM SEPUWHRALIUM EDINENSIUM DELECTUS. 
Monumental Inscriptions, Selected from Burial-Grounds at Edin
burgh, by ANDREW DUNCAN Senior, M.D. & I'. [8vo.] 

Paulum sepultre di•tat inerti,.,, 
Celata virtus. Non ego te meis 

Chartis inomatum silebo.-Homt. 
Edinburgh: Printed by NEILL & Co. 1815. 

Price 7s. Contains the inscription on the Bums Monument in the Canongate 
Churchyard. 



* POEMS, chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. By JAMES Ru1cKBIE. [12mo. 
in sixes.] 

Even in the cottage, where the earthen floor. 
The straw.made bed, the wooden candlestick, 
Display their sober equipage-even there 
The Muse will haunt, where Pomp disdains to trea.d, 
And breathe the song denied to palaces. 

Hawick: Printed for the Author by ROBERT ARMSTRONG. 1815. 
Cont~ns-During the abode of Mr. Burns, the Poet, a.t Edindurgh, he wrote a 

few verses on "John Dowie's Ale." The a.uthor having received a. copy of them 
from Mr. Dowie, sent the following in return (poem of ten verses). "rhe De'il's 
answer to Robert Burns. 

* SCOTTISH SONGS & POEMS, collected chiefly from ROBERT 
BURNS & ALLAN RAMSEY; including The Holy Fair, The Winter 
Night;, and the Cotter's Saturday Night. [fcp. 8vo in fours.] 

London: Printed for J. W. l!'AIRBRIDGE. 1815. 
Printed by J. Findlay, Arbroath. 

*POEMS, chiefly·Lyl'ical, partly in the Scottish Dialect. By JAMES 
AIKMAN. [12mo.] 
Edinburgh: Printed for MACREDIE, SKELLY, and MucKERSY. 1816. 

Contains-Verses to the Memory of Robert Burns; recited at the meeting 
which is annually held a.t D-- on the 25th of January, in commemoration of his 
birthday. Ode to the Memory of Robert Bnrns. 
*THE BANQUET OF EUPHROSYNE: a Selection of the most 

esteemed Songs, Scottish and English. A New Edition. [12mo 
in sixes.] 

Design'd by every power of tuneful art, 
Whose ma.gic leads the willing mind a.long, 

To touch the finest feelings of the hea.rt, 
And lend to virtue all the charms of song. 

-Mrs. Elizabeth Carter's Poe-. 
Hawick : Printed a.nd Sold bv R. ARMSTRONG. 1816. 

Engra.ved Frontispiece, John Anderson, my Jo. Contains-Burns Songs. 
A COLLECTION OF POEMS, SONGS, &c. chiefly Scottish, by 

JAMES DuFF; formerly of the Roya.I -.Perthshire Volunteers. 
[I2mo in sixes.] 

----" What would ye have me do, 
" When out of twenty I can t>lease not two Y 
" One likes the v.heasant's wmg, and one the leg ; 
" The vulgar boil, the learned roast an egg ; 
" Hard task to hit the pala.te of such guests."-Pope. 

Perth: Printed by R. MORISON, for the AUTHOR. 1816. 
Contains-Lines on hearing of a mausoleum for Robert Burns, the Ayrshire 

Bard ; and seeing a Hill Farmer's Subscription of a. Stone of Butterl.and another of 
Cheese, for that J>urpose. A Parody on the Humble Petition of J:Sruar Water, to 
the Duke of Atholl. "N.B.-The Author is very sensible tha.t the whole com
position, in every respect, is very far inferior to the original, by Burns; but they 
will, in some measure, show what has been done by the Duke to remove the Poet's 
complaint, and fulfil his wishes which was the Author's chief design." 

*TALES OF WONDER; written and collected by M. G. LEWIS, Esq., 
M.P. Author of The Monk, Castle Spectre, Love of Ga.in, etc. 
Two Volumes in One. [Svo.] 

Black svirits a.nd white, 
Rlue spirits and grey. 
Mingle, mingle, mingle, 
You that mingle may !-Macbeth. 

Lrnui,on: Printed by H. TEAPE for G. OFFER aml SONS. 1817. 
Contains-Tam o' Shanter. Robert Burns. With a full Glossary. 

POEMS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. By W[ILLIAM]. HARRISTON, 
Author of 'The Fortuna.te Ploughman,' 'Source of Leven,' etc. 
Second Edition. [12mo. in sixes.] 

Greenoclc: Printed in the Herald Office, for the AUTHOR. 1817. 
Contalns--Song, for the Anniversary of Mr. Robert Burne's Birth-dav, January, 

1817, in imita.tion of his own Song of King Robert Bruce's Address to his Army. 
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*THE LETTER-BOX; Edited by Oliver Oldstaff, Esq. Vol. l. [All 
published.] ••. [post 8vo.] 

Edinburgh: Printed by WILLIAM AITCHISON. 1818. 
Contains-Fragment of a Poem on the Death of 'Burns. "The following frag. 

ment is transmitted to the Editor by a correspondent, who says that it was given 
to him as the production of the late Mr. William Michie, Schoolmaster in the 
Parish of Cliesh, Fifeshire." 

* THE HARP OF RENFREWSHIRE: a. collection of Songs and other 
Poetical Pieces, (many of which are original), accompanied with 
Notes, explanatory, critical, and biographical, and a. Short Essay 
on the Poets of Renfrewshire [by William Motherwell.] [sm. 
12mo in sixes.] 

Paisley: Published and sold by J. LAWRENCE, Jun. 1819. 

* POEMS AND SONGS, by the late RICHARD GALL. With a Memoir 
of the Author. [fcap Svo.] 

I saw him faint 1 I saw him sink to rest 1 
Like one ordain'd to swell the vulgar throng; 

As though the Virtues had not warm'd his breast, 
As though the Muses not inspir'd his tongue. 

Edinburgh : .From the Press of OLIVER and BOYD. 1819. 
Contains-Verses written on visiting the House in which the celebrated Robert 

Burns was born, and the surrounding Scenery, in Autumn, 1799; On the Death of 
Burns. 

PLAYS, POEMS, TALES, and other Pieces; by JORN BURNESS. [12mo 
in sixes.] 

I am na. Poet, in a sense, 
But just a Rhymer, like, by chance, 

An' hae to learning nae pretence, 
Yet, what the matter? 

Whene'er my muse does on me ~lance, 
I jingle at her.-Burns. 

Montrose: Printed by SMITH '1; HILL. 1819. 
"John Burness ... is the youngest . . . son of the late William Burness, 

farmer in Bogjorgan, Glenbervie. . . He was born on the 23rd of May, 1771. • .. 
J<:nlistecl as private in the Angus Fencible Volunteer Corps of Infantry, . . . with 
which corps he was at Dumfries in the year 1796, where he got acquainted with 
his relation, the late Robert Burns; and here he wrote his "Tale of Thrummy 
Vap," which was shown to and pernsed by Mr. Burns a little before his death .... " 

* THE CALEDONIAN MUSICAL MUSEUM: being a Cqllection of 
the best Songs, Ancient anrl Modern: E<lited by Mr. Robert Burns, 
son of the celebrated Robert Burns. Second Edition. [12mo in 
sixes.] 

"When the horrors grow too strong, 
Nothing kills them like a song." 

Edinburgh: Printed at the Columbian Press ; Published by J. PICK 
and Co. 1820. 

Engraved Portrait of Burns as Frontispiece. Contains-Burns Songs. 

* THE AYRSHIRE MIRROR, a Miscellany of useful, entertaining, 
and instructive information. [sm. crown 8vo.] 

Kilmarnock; Published by WILLIAM LOCHORE. 1821. 

* THE AMARANTH ; a Poetical Selection from the most esteemed 
British Authors: with Notes, critical and biographical. [small 
12mo.] 

Glasgow: Printed by R. HUTCHISON and SoN. 1823. 
Contains-Pieces by Bums. Frontispiece, The Maniac, eng;aved by J. Swan. 

*ENTERTAINING AND INSTRUCTIVE TALES, in Two Parts. 
Part I.-}'ruits of Time Parings, by W. Beattie, Aberdeen. 
Part II.-Tam o' Shanter. [l2mo in sixes] 

Aberdeen: Printed by D. CHALMERS & Co., for WILLIAM SIMPSON. i823 .. 
Price 9d. 



178 

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SCOTTISH CHARACTER AND 
SCENERY. By CINCINNATUS CALEDONIUS [JOHN GORDON BAR· 
BOUR.] [12mo.] 

"We have no dearer aim than to make leisurely journeys through Caledonia; to sit on the fields of her bn ttles ; to wander on the romantic banks of her strea.ms ; and to muse by the sta.tely towers of venerable rnins, once the honoured abode 
of her heroes."-Burns. 

Edinb1trgh : Printed by ARCHIBALD ALLARDYCE. 1824. 
Contains-The Ploughman Bard. Dirge to the Memory of Burns. 

*POEMS, Moral, Humorous, and Descriptive. ByJAMESBISSETT. [8vo.] 
No gift shall e'er my judgment bind, 
I'll independent tell my mind. 

Cupar. Printed for the AUTHOR. 1824. 
Contains-An Address or Song to the Memory of Burns. 

*THE PORT-FOLIO OF BRITISH SONGS; with Notes, Critical and 
Biographical, by JOHN CARMICHAEL. In Two Volumes. [18mo.] 

Glasgow: Published by JOHN CARMICHAEL. 1824. 
Conta.ins-Burns Songs. 

* THE GLASGOW MECHANICS' MAGAZINE; and Annals of Phil
osophy. Vol. II. [8,·o.] 

Glasgow: W.R. M'PHUN, Publisher. 1825. 
Contains-Reli~ of Burns (p. 160). Monument erected at Ayr, to the Memory of Burns, with engraving (pp. 433·4). 

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SCOTTISH CHARACTER AND 
SCENERY. Second Series. By CINCINNATUS CALEDONIUS [JoHx 
GORDON BARBOUR.] [12mo.] 

"Breathes there a man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself bath saic1 

. 'This is my own-my native land?' 
Whose heart bath ne'er within him burned, 
As home his footsteps he bath turned."-Soott. 

Dumfries: Printed by N. M'L. BRUCE. 1825. 
Contains-Verses at Burns's Obelisk, near Kirk Alloway. 

*THE MIRROR AND THE LOUNGER. Complete in One Volume. 
[8vo.] 

London: Published by JONES & Co., Jan. 22, 1825. 
Engraved Title. Frontispiece, engraved Portrait of HENRY MACKENZIE. Separate Letter-press Titles. No. 97.-Extraordinary account of Robert Burns, the Ayrshire Ploughman, with Extracts from his Poems. 

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS AND SONGS. By DUNCAN CAMPBELL, 
Cotton-Spinner. [12mo in sixes.] 

Carlisle: GEo. IRWIN. 1825. Contains-On Burns. 

* THE GRAVE. A Poem, by BLAIR. An Elegy, written in a Country 
Churchyard, by GRAY. And Man was Made to Mourn, a Dirge, 
by BURNS. [18mo in sixes.] 

Glasgow: Printed by T .• BRUCE. 1826. 
POEMS, chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. By DAVID ANDERSON, Author 

of the Scottish Village, &c. [I2mo in sixes.] 
Aberdeen: Printed at the Star Office. 1826. 

of t~oA~g~;:-" Holy John's Prayer,'' an imitation of Holy Willie's Prayer. Portrait 

"* POETS AND POETRY: being a Collection of the Choicest Anecdotes 
relative to the Poets of every age and nation. Together with 
Specimens of their Works and Sketches of their Biography. 
Written and Compiled by RICHARD RYAN. . • • In Three 
Volumes. Illustrated with Engravings. [fcp. 8vo.] 

London : Printed for SHERWOOD, GILBERT, & PIPER. 1826. 
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* THE CHRISTIAN POET; or, Selections in Verse on Sacred Subjects. 
By JAMES MOI<"TGoMERY. With an Introduciory Essay. Second 
Edition. [small 12rno.] 

Glasgow: Printed for WILLIAM CoLLINS. 1827. 
Contains-Two Poems by Burns, with the editorial remark, "Had he been a 

' Christian Poet,' 'How had he blest mankind and rescued me ! '" 

* BURN'S [sic] FAREWELL. Together with "The Voice of Labour," 
"Highland Mary." 

Waterford: Printed by W. KELLY. [No date? 1828.] 
Chap book, 8 pp. 

*THE COLLEGE ALBUM, a Selection of original Pieces. Edited by 
8tudents in the University of Glasgow. [12mo in sixes.] 

"Percha tremar degg'io? Son le mie voci 
Inesperte, lo so; ma il primo omaggio 
D'accettar l'amate donne 
Percio non sdegneranno. Anzi assai meglio 
Quanto lor grato io sono 
L'umil dira semplicita del dono." 

Glasgow: JoHN SMITH and SoN. 1828. 
"We have now to return our sincere thanks to those friends who have kindly 

enabled us to deck our little work with the unpublished poems of Burns, Campbell, 
and Pollok, which will be found in the volume."-PREFACE. 

The Burns poems referred to are-" Lines written on the banks of the Nith," 
and" Verses written by Robert Burns," commencing, "Nae heathen name shall I 
prefix." 

*THE NATIONAL MINSTREL, comprising a choice Collection of 
Popular New Songs. Fourth Edition. [32mo in eights.] 

Glasgow : Printed for RICHARD GRIFFIN & Co. 1828. 
Frontispiece-Portraits of Braham, Miss Paton, Miss Stephens, with Burns in 

the centre, and Moore at the foot. 

THE NEW SCOTS MAGAZINE. Vol. I., No. I., Dec. 31, 1828. 
[8vo.] 1828. 

Contains-The Ayrshire Sculptor. (An account of James Thom, the sculptor of 
Tam o' Shanter and Soutar Johnny.) 

*SPECIMENS of the Lyrical, Descriptive, and Narrative Poets of 
Great Britain, from Chaucer to the Present Day: with a preliminary 
sketch of the History of Early English Poetry, and Biographical 
and Critical Notices, by JoHN JoHNSToNE. [small 12mo.] 

Contains-Poems by Burns. 
Edinburgh : OLIVER & BoYD. 1828. 

*THE NEW SCOTS MAGAZINE. Vol. I., No. 2, January 15, 1829. 
Contains mention of the presentation of Burns's snuff-box to the Antiquarian 

Society of Scotland, by Mr. Robert Blaikie, S.S.C. 
Also No. XV. Supplementary for 1829. 

Contains-The Birth-Day of Burns. The character of Robert Burns. 

THE LOVES OF THE POETS. By the Author of the "Diary of an 
Ennuyee." [Mrs. ANNA JAMESoN.] In Two Volumes. [er. Svo.] 

Only she that hath as great a share in virtue as 
in beauty, deserves a noble love to serve her, 
and a true poesie to speak her.-Harington'• Castara. 

Heureuse la Beaute qui le Poete adore ! 
Heureux le nom quil a chante !-D• Lamartine. 

London : HENRY CoLBURN. 1829. 
Vol. ii., chapter xi., Conjugal Poetry: Bonnie Jean-Highland Mary-Loves 

of Burns. 

* LIFE OF ROHERT BURNS. By J. G. LOCKHART. Third Edition, 
corrected. [12mo in sixes.] 

Of him who walkecl in glory and in joy, 
Behind his plough upon the mountain side.-Wordsworth. 

Edinburgh : Printed for CONSTABLE and Co. 1830. 
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THE NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE and Literary Journal. Vol. 31. 
London: HENRY COLBURN and liICHAl!J> BENTLEY. 1831. 

Burns's prediction respecting Sir Walter Scott, p. 72. 

THE REPORTER, No. 1, 15 Sept. 
Kilmarnock. 1832. 

*THE INFIRMITIES OF GENIUS, illustrated by referring the 
anomalies in the Literary Character to the Habits and ConRtitutional 
Peculiarities of Men of Genius. By R.R. MADDEN, M.D., Author 
of "Travels in Turkey," etc. In Two Volumes. [post 8vo.] 

Qui ratioue corporis non habent, sed cogunt mortalem immortali, terrestrem 
retherre equalem prestare industri:\m.-P!utarch, De Sanit. Tuend. 

London : SAUNDERS and OTLEY. 1833. 
Chapter xxi. Burns. 

LAYS, LUCUBRATIONS, and Leaves from my Log-book; with a 
Guide to the Constellations visible in Britain. By ANDREW 
JOHNSTON. [12mo in sixes.] 

A perfect judge will read each work of wit 
With the same spirit that its author writ; 
Surveys the whole, nor seek slight faults to find, 
Where nature moves, and rapture warms the mind.-Pope. 

Edinburgh : Printed by A. BALFOUR and Co. 1833. 
Contains-Scots and English Songs Frenchifled: Scots wha ha'e; Ye banks and 

braes o' bonnie Doon ! Auld langsyne ; Willie brewed a peck o' maut. · 

AN LAOIDHEADAIR GAELIC NA ORAIN SPIORADAIL, le 
Ugh<lairean Eagsamhail, an Dara Clo-Bhualadh ..•• To which is 
added, Short 'l'.racts on the Reformation ; the Invasions of Coll 
Macdonald, of Argyleshire-and also by Alexander his Son, in con
junction with the Atholonians. [l2mo.] 

Glasgow : Published by DUNCAN KENNEDY, and sold' by 
D. Robertson [and others.] [1834] 

No date on title, but a letter flom the 1;>nbllsher, asking the patronage of Dr. 
Norman Macleod and Rev. John Maclaurin, is dated llth March, 183-i. 

"Rabeart Burns, the Ayrshire Poet. A bet was laid that the following scattered 
rhapsody of Burns would not admit of a translation, for want of matter and pecu
lianty of the chorus, which the editor attempted thus ; " Then follows a Gaelic 
translation of "Green grow the rashes, 0." 

*LANDSCAPE ILLUSTRATIONS to the first complete and uniform 
Edition of the Life and Wo1ks. of ROBERT BURNS; with 
original Descriptions by .ALLA:N° CUNNINGHAM. [8vo.) 

London: JAMES COCHRANE and Co. 1835. 
POEMS. By M. GORDON, .A.M. [fcap 8vo.] 

Unheard, unknown, baptlzed in many a. tear,-
In many a tear, whose precious drops supply 
The silver sluice of Pity's dove-like eye; 
Still that I bore my mighty share of pain 
Undashed, nor curs'd the soft seduct>ve strain, 
This book can tell, memorial of my care.-Dermody. 

London: W. E. PAINTER. 1836. 
Contains-Characters of British Poets ; Burns. Portrait of the Author. 

LIVES OF EMINENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS ENGLISHMEN, from 
Alfred the Great to the latest times. • • Edited ty GEORGE 
GODFR~Y CUNNINGHAM. 

Robert Burns, p. 223-234. 
Glasgow: FULLARTON & Co. 1836. 

*TAIT'S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE for 1837. Vol. IV. New Series. 
[royal Svo.] 

WILLIAM TAIT, Edinburgh. 1837. 
Contains-Rema1·ks On the Character of Burns, by the English Opium Eater. 

THE .AYRSHIRE DEMOCRAT, or The Advocate of the People's 
Rights. No. ll. Friday, Nov. lst. 1839. 
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* BINGLEY'S SELECT VOCALIST: containing Songs, Glees, Duets, 
&c., by eminent composers. The Music and Pictorial Illustrations 
engraved by J. Bingley, from Drawin~s by A. Ashley. [fcp. 8vo.] 

London: J. BINGLEY. [No Date(?) 1840.] 
Two Volumes. Contains-Burns Songs. 

*MAP of the Glasgow, Ayrshire, and Greenock Railways. 
J. MORRISON, Glasgow. 1840. 

THE POETICAL TRAVELLER ; containing the Tragedy of Duff, 
King of Scotland, at Forres Castle, and a variety of other Poems. 
By WILLIAM GORDON, Author of "Original Poems and Songs." 
[12mo in sixes.] 

As passing time brings events to our view, 
The scenes of 8cotland still I here pursue; 
And, since the muse inspired me yet again, 
This second book has issu'd from my pen. 

Nairn: Printed for the Author by CHARLES M'WATT. 1840. 
Contains-Lines to the Memory of Robert Burns, the celebrated Scottish Bard, 

whose works will long remain, in Scotland, an honour to his memory. 

*THE WEE STEEPLE'S GHAIST, and other Poems and Songs. By 
JOHN MITCHELL, author of "A Night on the Banks of Doon," &c .. 
[12mo in sixes.] 

Paisley: MUBRAY & STEWART. 1840. 
Contains-Ode to the Memory of Burns, on his Anniversary, 1839. Another, 

with same title, 1840. 
*WILLIE WHITE'S Visit to the Infernal Regions. [12mo.] 

Glasgow: Printed by W. & W. MILLER. 1840. 
*ON HEROES, •Hero-Worship, & the Heroic in History. Six 

Lectures. Reported, with Emendations and Additions. By 
THOMAS CARLYJ.E. [12mo.] 

Lonrion: JAMES FRASER. 1841. 
First Edition. Lecture V. The Hero as Man of Letters. Johnson, Rousseau, 

Burns. 
* AINSWORTH'S MAGAZINE: A Miscellany of Romance, General 

Literature, & Art. Edited by William Harrison Ainsworth. 
Illustrated by George Cruikshank. Vol. IV. [8vo.] 

London: JOHN MORTIMER. 1843. 
Contains-A Night with Burns, by Dr. Shelton Mackenzie, author of "Titian." 

* THE BRITISH MINSTREL, and Musical and Literary Miscellany; 
a selection of Standard Music, Songs, Duets, Glees, Choruses, etc. 
And Articles in Musical and General Literature. Three Volumes. 
[royal 8vo.] 

Gkugow: "''ILLIAM HA:WILTON. 1843. 
LAYS OF ST. MUNGO; or, the Minstrelsy of the West. With 

Biographical and Historical Notes. Edited by JAMES LEMON. 
Glasgow: SMITH & WATSON. 1844. 

Contains-Poem "Written on the Anniversary of the Birthday of Burns." 

* THE DUBLIN UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE; a Literary and 
Political Journal. January, March, 1845. 1845. 

Contains-Articles on Robert Burns. 

SPRING WILD FLOWERS. By WIL. D. LEINA, Esq., of the Outer 
Temple. Edinburgh: D. WILSON. 1845. 

Contains-Poem on Burns. 
*THE MODERN BRITISH PLUTARCH; or, Lives of Men distin

guished in the recent History of our Country for their Talents, 
Virtues, or Achievements. By W. C. TAYLOR, LL.D., Author of 
"A Manual of Ancient and Modern History," etc. [12mo.] 

London: GRANT AND GRIFFITH. 1846. 
Pp. 28-80. Robert Burns. 

* THE HEATHER :BELL. A Selection of the best and purest Scotch 
Songs. [64mo.] Edinburgh: GALL AND INGLIS. [1849.] 

N 



* THE LITTLE WARBLER. Scotch Songs. [32mo.] 
Leith: Published by J.M. MILLER. [No date(?) 1850.] 

Chapbook. 
THE SOCIAL CURSE; or, Intemperance, a. Rhyme; and other 

Pieces. By ALEXANDER MACANSH. [l2mo in sixes.] 
Edinburgh: JOHN MENZIES. 1850. 

Contains-Lines written on a blank lea.f of Currie's " Life of Burns." 

RHYMES, REVERIES, AND REMINISCENCES. By WILLIAM 
ANDEBSON. [12mo in sixes.] 

Aberdeen: Printed at the Herald Office, by JOHN FINLAYSON. 1851. 
Contains-Verses on the Anniversary of Robert Burns-1849. Written for the 

" Burns Club," Sheffield. 
NEW PAISLEY REPOSITORY. No. 2. Id. [fcp. Svo.] 

WILLIAM ANDERSON, Paisley, [1852.] 
Contains-Remarks on Bums. "There is scarcely a. line in Burns, that would 

not form a prominent and significant t.ext." " I find it necessary in speaking of 
Burns, to a.BBume a. little of his free and easy, hairum-scairum, hip, step1 and )ump1 
lingo and strle, as I am not a David suftl.cient to speak of such a Golia.h w1thouc 
using the slmg of sla~." "Burns talked of raismg a philosophic reek, he was 
fa.moue at raising a poetic smeek, he could gar inanimate Brigs, ftyte and era.ck like 
Blllingsgate fish wives, a.n d make irrational dogs reason like Lockes and Newtons." 
" His ~enius and reek could give importance to Lice, Mice, and Daisies." " Most of 
Burns Heroines were very ordinary women till invested with the halo of his poetic 
smeek." 
POEMS AND SONGS, on various subjects. By WILLIAM BANNATYNE, 

Bute. [fcp. Svo.] 
Lease me on rhyme, it's aye a treasure
My chief, amaist my only pleasure ; 
At hame, or tleld-at work or leisure- • 

My Muse, poor hizzie, 
Though rough and raploch be her measure, 

She's seldom la.zy.-Burns. 
Oampbeltown: WrLUAM CLARK AND SoN. 1853. 

Contains-" Stanzas, supp,osed to represent the sentiments of Burns on visiting 
the grave of Highland Mary. ' 
THE EMIGRANTS' HOPE; a Collection of Articles in Prose and 

Verse, by J. M 'INTYRE, Author of "Hungary's Flag." . . Together 
with a number of Original Pieces, contributed by Literary and 
Poetical Acquaintances . . . [fcp. 8vo.] 

Paisley: Printed by THOMAS GRAHAM. 1854. 
Contains-Written for the Anniversary of Burns, January 26th, 1852. Ode to 

Burns; by James Yoo!. Song:, written for, and sung at the Anniversary of Burns, 
January, 1823; by Jalljes Yoo1. 
*POEMS AND LYRICS. By ROBERT NICOLL. With a. Memoir of 

the.Author. Fifth Edition. 
BLACKIE AND SoN; Glasyow, Edinburgh, and London., 18.35. 

* POEMS, Moral and Reli~ous; by JOSEPH TOTTON, Teacher, Land 
, Surveyor, etc. [l2mo.] 

" Full many a. flower is born to blush unseen 
And waste her sweetneBB on the desert air.i.--G1'ay. 

"Sweet poetry, beloved maid-
Still first to fly where sensual joys inva.de."-Goldsmith. 

Hail charming verse ! dell~htful unto those, 
, Whose souls ate tun'd to smg of Sharon's Rose ; 
Thou dost, to me, thy i;>lea.sing aid impart, 
To speak of him who bmds each broken heart. 

Porta.down: Printed, for the AUTHOR, by GEORGE 'WILSON. 1855. 
Contains-Lines on Robert Burns, the Scottish Poet. 

* AYRSHI~E ASPil:tATIONS, in Verse and Prose. By HUGH CRAIG, 
Merchant, Kilmarnock. [fcp. 8vo.] 

"Our true intent is, all for your delight." 
Kilmarnock: JAMES M'Ku;:. 1856. 

This is entered in the Bibliography (1881), but only one of the three Burns items 
in the book is noted. The others are,-Birth-Day Address to Robert Burns, and 
Burns's Response to his Birth-Day Address. 



[POEMS. · By JAMES BALLANTINE. [er. 8vo.] 
Edinburgh : 1856. 

The copy noted wants the title-page ; and the Contains-Lament for Burns. 
entry is consequently incomplete. 
* '.l'RINITY COLLEGE CHURCH versus the Bums Monument. By 

the Editor of The Witness. [? HUGH MILLER.] Reprinted from 
"The Witness" of 5th March, 1856. [fop. 8vo.] 

Edinbitrgh : SHEPHERD & ELLIOT. 1856. 
*HOMES AND HAUNTS of the most eminent British Poets. By 

WILLIAM HOWITT. With Forty Illustrations •..• Third Edition. 
London: GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & Co. 1857. 

Contains-Bums: Burns and Mary parting. 

* A LECTURE ON THE PRIVATE AND LITERARY LIFE OF 
BURNS; Published for the benefit of the Useful Knowledge 
Institution. By A. M. WALKER, M.A., M.D. [l2mo in sixes.] 

Tunbridge Wells: Printed by JoHN COLBRAN. 1858. 
*[THE BURNS FESTIVAL IN CHARLESTON, S.C. 8vo.] 1859. 

The copy~ here noted has lost the title, and begins on p. 3, with extract from 
Minutes of Jlleeting of St. Andrew's Society, Slst December, 1858, to make arrange
ments for Centenary Celebration, on 25th January, 1859. The proceedings are 
reported at length, and include poetical compositions. 

*BURNS' CENTENARY, a Poem, by WILLIAM JAMIE, Author of 
"The Muse of the Mearns," [etc.] [er. 8vo.] 

He lo'ed to hear the tinkler's mirth, 
He felt for others woes, 

H~t~:~~~r~i:~re"hf:~~e"!.' 
Gl,a,sgow: Printed by THOMAS KING. [No date. 1859.] 

THE DEVIL'S TRIUMPH: a Satire; and other Poems. By 
Captain R. CoMPTON NoAKE. [fop. 8vo.] 

"He's mine, he's mine," the Tempter cried. 
Edinburgh: MYLES MACPHAIL. 1859. 

Contains-Burns' Mission. 
ADDRESS delivered at the Burns Festival, celebrated at Dundee on 

Tuesda.y, 25th Ja.nua.ry 1859, by ALEXANDER STUART LOGA~. 
Sheriff of Forfarshire. [4to.] [1859.] 

No title-page, or printer's or publisher's name. 

LOVE-LETTERS of Eminent Persons. Edited by lJHARLES MARTEL. 
Second Edition. [fcp. 8vo.] 

London: WILLIAM LAY. 1859. 
Contains-Burns and Clarinda. 

* BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE, February, 1860. [8vo.] 
WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS, JfJdinburgh. 1860. 

Contains-Robert Burns. (A Poem of seven Stanzas.) 
* JOHNSTONE'S COMPLETE GUIDE TO DUMFRIES, etc. 

With the Objects of Interest in their several Localities. New and 
enlarged Edition. [fcp. 8vo.] 

Dumfries: PrintecJ. by R. JOHNSTONE. 1860. 
* A LECTURE ON THE POEMS AND SONGS OF BU&NS : being 

a Sequel to a former one on his Private and Literary Life. 
Published for the benefit of the Chapel of Ease School. By 
ALEX. M. \V ALKER, M.A., M. D. . . . [12mo in sixes.] 

Tunbridge Wells: Printed by JOHN CoLBRAN. 1860. 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY, AND POETICAL COMPOSITIONS, including 

Tarta.rus, Elysium, Elijah, and the P11.ulo-post of Man; or, the 
Land-, Rent- and Food-Free, and Concrete Air-Nitrogen Millenium. 
By ROBERT DICK, M.D., C.M. Vol. I. Third Edition. [16mo.] 

London: Published by the AUTHOR. 1863. 
No more published. Contains-Ode on the Centenary of Burns's Birthday. 



MUSA BURSCHICOSA; a Book of Songs for Students and University 
Men. By JOHN STUART BLACKIE, Professor of Greek. [fcap 8vo.] 

Edinburgh : EDMONSTON AND DOUGLAS. 1869. 
Included in this list in respect of a poem, " For a' that, and a' that." 

POEMS AND SONGS. By ANDREW GLASR. [fcap. 8vo.] 
Ayr: Printed and Published for the AUTHOR by 

, HENRY AND GRANT. 1869. 
Contains-Lines written on Burns' Anniversary. 

The Same. Second Edition. Same imprint. 1869. 
Contains, in addition-Musings on Burns. 

The Same. Fourth Edition. 
Ayr: HUGH HENRY. [No date, but(?) about 1875.] 

Contains, in addition-Burns' Lodge, Tarbolton. 

TREASURY OF CHOICE QUOTATIONS. 
London : VIRTUE & (Jo. 1869. 

Contains-Five pages of Quotations from Burns. 

*UNDER THE PEAK; or, Jottings in Verse, written during a 
lengthened residence in the Colony of Hongkong. By WILLIAM T. 
MERCER, M.A. Oxon. [er. 8vo.] 

. . . . .. . "Nos otia vibe 
Solamur cantu" • . . . . .-Statius. 

London: JoHN CAMDEN HOTTEN. 1869. 
Contains Latin Translations of Tam o' Shanter, Bonnie Lesley, and the Epitaph 

on Michie. 

POEMS OF HOME LIFE. By DAVID DurrnAR. [fop. 8vo.] 
. lfdinburgh: MENZIES & Co. 1873. 

Contains-Lines read at a Burns' Club Dinner. 

POEMS, by GEORGK BLYTH, Coaltown of Burntnrk, by Kingskettle, 
Fifeshire. [er. 8vo.] 

[A. WESTWOOD, Printer, Oupar.] 1874. 
Contains-To the Memory of Robert Burns. 

VERSES. [By J. R. FINDLAY.] [square small 8vo.] 
Printed for private circulation. · 1874. 

Contains-Burns-Centenary Verses. "Nearly aJl ihe following J?,ieces were 
written more than twenty years ago. J. R. F. Edinburgh, March, 1874.' Printer's 
mime not given. 

*SONGS OF A LIFE. By CHARLES P. O'Co~rnR. A New Edition. 
Illustrated. [fcp. 8vo.] 

"Thon art mine; 
As to myself a nobler self belongs, 
The higher music dreamed in all my songs. 
What of my being might be half divine, 
Rightfully grown in nature's f11·st design : 
Not what I am, nor was, but what should be."-R. H. Newell. 

London: Printed at the Kenti.~h Mercury Office. 1875. 
Contains-Poem on Burns. ' 

The Chandos Poets. THE POETICAL WORKS OF CHARLES. 
MACKAY; now for the first time collected. Comple.te in One 
Volume. Original Illustrations and Steel Portrait. 

London: I!'REDERtcK WARNE & Co. 1876. 
Contains-" At the Gra.veof Burns." '"A Ma.n's a Man, for a' that'-aNew Song 

to an Old Tune." 

THE ISLE OF STREAMS; or, the Jamaica Hermit. And other Poems. 
By WILLIAM HosACK. [fcp; 8vo.] 

Edinburgh: MACLACHLAN & STEWART. 1876. 
COntains-Sonnet to Burns. 

MIR;R.EN'S MUSINGS. A Collection of Songs and Poems. By 
MA.:rtION BERNSTEIN. [er. 8vo.] Glasgow: M'GEACHY. 1876. 

Contains-On hearing "Auld Lang Syne." 
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THE SCOTTISH EXCHANGE. No. 5, Vol. I. May .5. 1876. 
The Dell's Reply to Robert Burns [same poem as entere1l in this list at 1890.J 
Note prefixed: The subjoined is taken from the Truth Seeker of January, 1875, which is edited by the Rev. JOHN PAGE HOPPS. "The following: clever poem," says the Editor, "in imitation of Burns, is dated 'From my Chair m Lumley Den, Forfarshire, September 6, 1793. '" Affixed to the Poem, JAMES DITCHBURN, Ushaw 

Moo".-Newcastle Weekly Chronicle. 
*POEMS, LYRICS, SONGS, and SONNETS. By FRANC1s'BENNOCH, 

F.S.A. [fop. 8vo.] 
" Though no hold flight to thee belong, 

And though thy lays, with conscious fear, 
Shrink from judgment's eye severe, 

Yet much I thank thee, spirit of my song. 
For, lovely Muse I thy sweet employ 

Exalts my soul, refines my breast, 
Gives each pure pleasure keener zest, 

And softens som;iw into, pensive joy."-Ooleridg~. 
London: HARDWICKE AND BoGUE. 1877. 

Contains-" To the Memory of Burns." 'Read at a meeting held in commemoration of the Poet's birth. 
BURNS IN HIS YOUTH, and how he grew to he a Poet. Burns in 

his Maturity, and how he spent it. Papers read before the Belfast 
Burns Club, by RoBERT JAMIESON, 1876-7. 

Bdfast: Printed and Published for the Club, by WM. BROWN. 1878. 
POEMS, SONGS, AND ESSAYS, by the late CHARLES FLEMING, 

Weaver in Paisley. With Memoir and Notes, by ROBERT BROWN, 
of Underwood Park. PaU!ley : J. & J, CooK. 1878. 

Contains-The Birth-Day of Burns. Ode for Bnrns's Anniversary. Portrait of the Author. 
LAYS OF LEISURE HOURS, a collection of Miscellaneous Poem~ 

and Sketches. By ROBERT ADAMSON, Muirkirk. With Introduc
tory Note, by Rev. A. WALLACE, D.D., Glasgow. [fcp. 8vo.] 

Dunfermline : A. ROMANE~, Press Office. 1879. 
Contains-" Burns. On the unveiling of bis statue in Glasgow, 25th January, 

1877." 

* THE ST. JAMES'S MAGAZINE, February, 1880. [8vo.] 
Lond01i: C'HARING CRoss PUBLISHING COMPANY. 1880. 

Contains-Robert Burns and his Works, by John K. Nixon. 
* POEMS FOR THE PERIOD. By HEONE [HUGH CLARK]. Edited 

by the Rev. Henry Reid, M.A., West United Presbyterian Church, 
Irvine. [er. 8vo.] IriJine: CHAS. MuRCHLAND. 1881. 

To the Irvine Burns Club, which bas ever been forem.ost in the recognition of merit, and the endeavour to encourage the inspiration of song, this contribution to the poetry of Ayrshire is dedicated. ,. 
Contains-In prospective-Burns' Statue Inauguration, Glasgow, 25tb January, 

1877. 
[Correction of entry at page 244 of the Bibliogra.phy, 1881.] 

SUNDAY LECTURES. By Rev. DAVID MACBAE, of D11ndee. No. I. 
Robert Burns & Calvinism. [er. 8vo.] 

JoHN MENZIES & Co., Edinburgh and Glasgow. [No date(?) 1882.] 
POEMS. By GEORGE DoBIK. [square small 8vo.] 

BJdinbur,qh: Printed by MORRISON AND GIBB. 1883. 
ConWns-Lines repeated at Burns' .A.nniversary, held in the Edinburgh Hotel, January 25, 1863. 

* ROBERT BURNS AND SCOTTISH NATIONALITY. An Appeal 
to the Scottish People. By Rev. DAVID MACRAE. [er. 8vo.] 

Glasgow: ScOTrISH TEMPERANCE LEAGUE. [No date,(?) 1885.] 
OLD CHURCH LIFE IN SCOTLAND. Lectures on Kirk Session 

and Presbytery Records. By ANDREW EDGAR, Minister at Mauch
line. [Two Series.] ALEXANDER GARDNER, Paisley. 1885-6. 

First Series-Reference to Burns. p. 45. 
Second Series-References to Burns : bis '.\Iarriage, pp. 199, 401 • bis Father's Burial, p. 265:; bis Rebuke from Daddy Auld, p. 402 ; Children buried in Manchline, 

p. 409. 



r86 

:MESSIS VITAE: Gleaniniis of Song from o. Happy Life. By JQHN 

STUART BLACKIE, Emeritus Professor of Greek m the Unive~ty of 
Edinburgh. [er. 8vo.] 

,L011d<m : MACMILLAN AND Co. 1886. 
Cqntai113-Ro!Jert Bums. Two Sonnets. 1.-The bright side; on seeing his 

statue recently erecte<l on the Thames Embankment, London. U-The dark side ; 
on malting a careful study of the Life of Bums. 
THE VILLAGE BEAUTY, and other Poems. By ROBERT GEMMEI..L, 

Author of" Montague," a Drama. [fcp; 8vo.] 
Above1 below, in ocean earth, and sky, 
Thy fairy worlds, l;;;;;g{n&tion, lie.-Campbdl. 

Glasgow: PORTEOUS BROTHERS. 1886. 
Contains-Robert Burns. 

ON EARLY ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION, with especial reference 
to Shakspere and Chaucer, • • • By ALEXA~DER J. ELLIS. 
Part V. [8vo.] 

London: Published for the PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY, the EARLY 
NNGLISH TEXT.SOCIETY, and the CHAUCER SOCIETY, 
by TBUBNER & Co. 1889. 

Contains, at p. 731-Tam o' Sba.nter, transliterated into the author's system of 
phonetic spelling, In the Western Mid Lowland speech. 
HEART BREATHINGS ; or Songs of Twenty Years. By ALEXANDER 

M'LAREN. [sma.ll 4to.] 
In many a clime, in many a stately tongue, 

The mighty bards have sung; 
To these the immemorial thrones belong 

And purple robes of song ; 
Yet the slight minstrel loves the slender tone 
· His lips may call his own, 
And llnds the measure of the verse more sweet, 

Timed by his pulse's beat 
Than all the hymmngs of the iaurelled throng.-(). lf". Holmu. 

Gla.~gow: A. M'LAREN. [1889.) 
Contains-Robert Burns; on unveiling a marble sta.tue at Kilmarnock, 1879. 

STRATHEARN LYRICS and other Poems. By THOMAS EDWARDS. 
[square small 8vo.) ALU. GARDNER, Paiaf.ty. 1889. 

Contains-The Sangs o' Robin. 
SUMMER MUSINGS AND MEMORIE~ DEAR. By W. T. 

M'AusLANE, LL.D., Aµthor of "Gospel Songs,'' etc. [8vo.] 
Glasgow : MACLURE, MACDOYALD & Co. 1889. 

Contains-On the Inauguration of the Burns Monument a.t Kilmarnock, 
Saturday, 9th August, 1879. Portrait of the Author. 

THEJ)EIL'S REPLY TO THE POET BURNS. [sm. 8vo.] 8 pp. 
No date, no imr.rint; apparently recently printed,-say 1800. "The following 

Poem, written in imitation of Burns, is reprinted from a lea.ding paper, and signed 
JAMllS DITCHBURN, Ushaw l\loor." ' 

HARP STRUMS. By GEORGE DBANS. [er. Svo.] 
Kelso: J. & J. H. RuTHEJU'URD. 1890. 

Contains-Note to .Burns. To Burns in Heaven (for Twenty-llfth January.) 

IN CLOVER AND HEATHER. By WALMCE BRUCE, author of 
"Land of Burns." Second Edition .. [small er. 8vo.] 

WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SoNs, Edi1dmrgh.a.nd London. 1891. 
Contains-Scott's Greeting to Burns; the Land of Burns ; Facsimue of the 

ms. of Burns's "Blue-eyed lasSie." 
THE LEADING POETS OF SCOTLAND from early times. (Illus· 

trated,) by WALTl!:R J. KAYE, M.A., Principal of Ilkley College, 
Yorksbire. [8vo.] . · 

.J:,oridon: SIMPKIN, MARSHALL & Co. 1891. 
Contain11-Bohert~Burns, 1759-1796. By Professor John Stua.rt Blackie. With 

the Cotter's Saturday Night, and To a Mountain Daisy. 
BIRTHDAY WISHES FROM BURNS. [small J6mo in eights.] 

"I think we'll ea.' him Robin." 
Edinburgh: W. P. NIMMO, HAY, & MITCHELL, 1892. 



PASTIME MUSINGS. By DAVID L. GREIG, Blacksmith, with Sup· 
plementary Contributions by JOHN PAUL & DAVID TASKER, 
Dundee. [er. Svo.] 

Arlwoa.th: Printed at the Arlwoath Herald Office, by 
BRODIE AND SALMOND. 1892. 

Contains-Robert Burns (for an Anniveraary Celebration), by David Tasker. 
TALES AND POEMS. By ROBERT DICK. 

Kilmarnock: DuNLOl' & DRENNAN. 1892. 
Contains-Burns' Anniversary Song. 

BURNS'S "CHLORIS:" a Reminiscence. By JAMES ADAMS, M.D. 
With facsimile of Poem, "The Song of Death," in the Poet's 

· Handwriting. [large paper, small 4to.] 
Glasgow: MoRISON BROTtfERS. 1893. 

Contents-Part I., Cbloris, her 8tory and relations with Burns. Part II,. Poems of Burns associated with Chloris. Part III., Burns much misunderstood. 
Appendix. 
The Same. Small paper. 
THE BURNS SCRAP BOOK ; or oold moments with the lovers of 

Scotia's Darling Poet. Edited by John D. Ross, Author of 
"Scottish Poets in America," etc. (lar~e 16mo.] . 

" He'll be a credit to us a ; 
We'll a' be proud o' Robin." 
New York: L. D. ROBERTSON & SoN. 1893. 

Opens with a "Biographical Sketch of Robert Burns," by the Editor. 
CONVIVIAL CALEDONIA ; Inns and Taverns of Scotland : and 

some famous people who have frequented them. By ROBERT 
KEMPT. [er. 8vo.] 

The two most familiar emblems of life-the short journey and the 
lnn.~J. BUBseU Lowell. 

London: CHAPMAN AND HALL. 1893. 
Chapter V. Conrivial haunts of Robert Burns. 

CALEDONIAN SOCIETY OE' CHICAGO. Souvenir Programme of 
lngersoll's Lecture on Robert Burns, January 23, 1893. And 
Gleanings from the Poets of the World on Scotia's Bard. 

WILLIAM B. S.l\IITH, Chicago. (1893.] 
Contains also-" A Tribute to Robert Burns," by Robert G. Ingersoll; and a 

Print of the Design adopted for the Burns Monument to be erected in Chicago. 
THE DOG IN BRITISH POETRY. Edited by R. MAYNARD 

LEONARD. (fcp. 8V'o.] 
And when his son had prepared all things for his Journey, Tobit 

said, Go thou with thls man, ~nd God, which dwelleth in 
heaven, prosper your journe:r, and the angel of God keeP- you 
company. So they went forth both, and the young man s dog 
witli them. Toblt v. 16.. , 

London: DAVID NuTT. 1893. 
Contains, in part 1, Narrative poems-The Twa Dogs. In part 3, Elegiac poems-Silent Eclio. 

ECHOES FROM THE IRON ROAD, and other PoeJns. By 
, Inspector [WILLIAM] AITKEN. [8vo.] 

· Glasgow and Edinburgh: JOHN ME?<ZIES & Co. 1893. 
Contains-Robert Burns, 25th January, 1893. 

INTERESTING AND CHARACTERISTIC ANECDOTES OF 
BURNS. Edited by JOHN INGRAM. (er. 8vo.] 

Glasgow: THOMAS D. MORISON. 1893. 
THE SAME, large J.>Sper. [8vo.] 1893. 

"Oft and agam, m my public capacity, I have been asked where such and such 
a fact or anecdote relating to Burns would be found, after many volumes had been searched through, and' much time and temper wasted on the part of the despairing reader. Some of these stories or anecdotes are contained m one work, some In another, some are disinterred from the pages of long dead a.nd forgotten periodicals, 
while only a small proportion of them n.re Common to a few of the best biographies of the Poet. Thus, by gathering them all Into a single collection, ready reference can be made to one volume, instead of, as hitherto, to many."~Preface. 
LYRICS AND SONNETS. By THOMAS M'KIE. [fcp. 8vo.]. . 

/J.'dinburgh: DAVID DOUGLAS. 1893. 
Contains-Sonnets: Afton Water, Sweet Afton; with references to Bunis's Song. 
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MEMORABLE EDINBURGH HOUSES. By WILMOT ·HARRISON, 
Author of " Memorable London Houses," [etc.] With 38 Original 
Illustrations from Drawings made expressly for this work. [er. 8vo.] 

Published by OLIPHANT, ANDERSON AND Fl!lRRIER, Edinburgh. 1893. 
· Contains-Baxter's Close: "Here Robert Burns lodged in the first stair to the 
left, and on the first floor, an apartment of fair dimensions." St. James's Square: 
"At No. 31, still uncha.nged, Robert Burns lived with ll:lr. William Cruiksha.n\:." 

MEMORIAL VOLUME OF POEMS by the late Mrs. MARGARET 
THOMSON LAIRD l\I'LEOD, wife of the late Rev. John M•Leod, of 
the West Free Church, Alloa. With Portrait and Memoir. 
Printed for Private Circulation. [small 4to.] 

ALEXANDER GARDNER, PaiAley. 1893. 
Contains-Lines on the Festl~al in honour of Burns, dated 25th January, 1859 . 

.OCCASIONAL POEMS AND VERSES. By J. CUMMING GooDFEr.LOw. 
[er. 8vo.] Hawick: J. c. GOODFELLOW. 1893. 

Contains-Sonnet on Bums. 250 copies printed .. 

LANDMARKS OF A LITERARY LIFE, 1820-1892. By Mrs. 
NEWTON CROSLAND, (CAMILLA TOULMIN). Author of "Mrs. 
Blake," • • , etc. [er. 8vo.] 

" I feel like one who treads alone 
Some banquet-hall deserted, 

Whose lights are fled, whose garlan• ls dead, 
And all but he departed !"-Thomas .!Jloore. 

London: SAMPSON Low, MARSTON & CoMPANY. 1893. 

Burn<;'.ntains an account of a visit paid by the Author to Mrs. Begg, sister of Robert 

SCOTTISH ANTIQUITIES, and other occasional Papers. By JAMES 
DINGWALL WALKER. [pos~ Svo.] 

Aberdeen: The University Press. 1893. 
Fifty copies printed, for private circulatiOn. The first paper, "Scottish Anti

quities at the G!asp;ow International Exhibition," contains an account of the Burns 
relies and manuscripts there collected. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE l\lEMORY OF BURNS, from his Country
men and Admirers in Belia.et. 

"The child of untamed passionhwild and strong, 
With native grandeur poured is soul in song ; 
At inspiration's purest altar knelt, 
He sung of all he saw, aodall be feJ.t; 
Nor cold n~lect1 nor penury's suffering hard, 
Could bend the 11"ee-born spirit of the liard. 
Till latest times tbe trumpet.breath of fame 
Shall link the Poet with his country's name." 

Edited by JAMES DEWAR, Belfast. [obl. .Svo.] 
MARCUS WARD & Co., Limited, Belfast. [1893.] 

. IDU&tmtion Of Bronze Statue of Burns, by G. A. Lawson, Hon. R.S.A., in the 
Art Gallery of the Belfast Free Public Library. Catalogue of Photographs, 
Engravings, &c. List of Editions of Burns published in Belfast. 

PAISLEY BURNS CLUBS. 1805-93. By ROBERT BROWN, F.S.A., 
Scot. Author of "The Paisley P-0ets," "'l,'he History of Paisley." 
[etc.] With Portraits, Illustrations, a.nd Facsimiles. [4to.] 

ALEXAND!t'R GARDNER, Paisley. 1893. 
Chapter I.-Biogral;'hY of Robert Burns .. Qt.pters.Il.,'III . ....:.Paisley Bu.;,s Club. 

Chapter IV.-Elllieda1r Burns Club, and several other Institutions. Chapter V.
Celebration of tlie Burns Centena.ry in Paisley in 1859. Chapter Vl.-·Reconsti
ituting the Paisley Burns Club. Chapter VII.-Palsley Gleniffer Bums Club. 
Chapter VIIL-Poems written by Paisley Poets in Memory of Burns. 

:ROBERT BURNS. [Par] AUGUSTE ANGELLIER, Docteur des 
Lettres. • [royal 8vo.] 

Pari.a: HACHETTE ET CIE, 1893. 
Two volumes. I. La Vie. IL Les <Euvres. 

BLACKWOOD'S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, August, 1893. 
. . ' JCdinhurgh: WILLIAM BLACKWOOD & SONS. 1893. 
. Contains-A French study of JJurns (a review of filie preceding work.) 
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THE SCOTS MAGAZINE. October, 1893. [8vo.] 
Cow AN & Co., Limited, Perth. 1893. 

Contains-Burns in French, by John l\Iuir. 
THE SCOTS MAGAZINE, for Dec., 1893. [Svo.] 1893. 

Contains-John Burne98, Author of "Thrummy Cap," etc. By William Will. 
Burness wa.s a. relative of the Poet, and being stationed at Dumfries in 1796, became 
intimately acquainted with him. " Here, and at this time, Burness wrote the ballad 
by which he is best known-"Thrummy Cstp"-the manuscript of which Burns, at 
the author's request, revised and corrected. The story goes that Burns, in handing 
back the paper, said, "I hstve given it a rub up, John; it is rather rough, but it 
will take. It is the bestghaist story in the Scottish language that I have ever seen." 
THE WITCH O' CESSNOCK ; a Pastoral Comedy in Five Acts. By 

RICHARD WALLJSTON KYLE. [er. 8vo.] 
Glasgow : Printed by Samuel A. C. TODD, [1893.] 

C9ntains references to Burns. The author is Mr. JOHN DRENNAN, of Glasgow. 
LIFE OF ROBERT BURNS. By Rev. J. C. HmGrns, A.M., B.D., 

Minister of Ta.rbolton. With Portrait. [er. 8vo.] 
Edinburgh awl Gla11gow: JC¥I!'" MENZIES & Co, 1893. 

A recast of the third volume of The B"ok of Robert Burns, which was projected 
and partially executed by the late Rev. Dr. Charles Rogers, and completed by Mr. 
Hi~ins. · 
ANNUAL BURNS CHRONICLE AND CLUB DIRECTORY. 

(Instituted 4th September, 1891.) Edited by D. M'NAuGHT, 
Kilmaurs. No. 2, January, 18!)3. [8vo.] 

Kilmarnock: D. BROWN & Co. 1893. 
THE BOOKMAN, for September, 1893. 1893. 

Contains-William Cowper's copy of Robert Burns's Poems: 1787. By Alex. 
B. Grosart. With reproduction of book-plate. The subject was continued in the 
October number, by l\Ir. W. Craibe Angus and by Dr. Grosart. · 
BURNSI.l\NA: A Collection of Literary Odds and Ends relating to 

Robert Burns. Compiled by John D. Ross, author of "Scottish 
Poets in America," ••• etc. Vols. II., III. [lar11e fcp. 4to.] 

Paisley: ALEXANDER GARDNER. · 1893-4. 
FAMILIAR LETTERS of Sir WALTER SCOTT. [Edited by DAVID 

DOUGLAS.] [Two Volumes, 8vo.] 
/Jldinhurgh: DAVID ·DOUGLA.S. 189!. 

Vol. I. contains references to Burns, lnclndlng rema•ks on Love utters to 
Clarinda, The Tomb and Monume11t, etc. Scott writes Ola.rinda.'s name as "Mrs. 
Meiklehose (in English, "Mrs. Great-stockings.)" 
ISOBEL BURNS (:MRS. BEGG.) A Memoir, by her Grandson. 

[ROBERT BURNS BEGG.] [fcap 8vo.] 
ALEXANDER GA.RDNER, Paisley. 189!. 

With a Portrait. A re-issue of the original limited Edition of 1891. 
HlQHLAND MARY: Interesting Papers on an Interesting Subject. 

Edited by JOHN D. Ross, Author of" Scottish Poets in America," 
[etc.] [sma.11 aqua.re Svo.] · 

"She died. He too is dead, 
Of all her girlish graces 

Perhaps one nameless lock remains; 
The rest stern time effaces. · 

Dust lost in dust. Not so, a bloom 
Is hers which ne'er can wither; 

And in that lay whic~ Ii ves for aye, 
The twain live on for ever." 

ALEXA.NI>Elt GARDNER, 'Paiiley. 1894. 
" The reader will here find a. few of the best p.-ipertJ a11d poemtJ, original and 

otherwise, regarding Highla.nd Mary that have come Jlllder my notice."-Pr,/atory 
NoU.. 
THE SCOTS MAGAZINE. January, 1894. [Rvo.] 

. COWAN & Co., Limited, Perth. 1894. 
Contains-The U:ome of Bums' Ancestors, by William Will. The Bardie of 

Ayr, by J. H. Colqnhoun. Burns, by Andrew Hope. 
THE SCOTS MAGAZINg •. February, 1894. · [8vo.] 

. . CowAN & Co., ·Limited, Perth. 1894. 
Contains-Burns in Germa.n, by John l\Iuir. 
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MOTTO-",A:MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT.''. 

THE BURNS FEDERATION. 
(KILMARNOCK, INSTITUTED 1885.) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
~.kesibent : 

PETER STURROCK, EsQ., Ex-M.P. for the KrLMARNOCK BURGHS. 

11ice-ilm•ibents : 
R. W. COCHRAN-PATRICK, LL.D., &c. 

· EDWARD COMBES, C.M.G., Glanmire, N.S. W. 
REV. WM. DUNNETT, M.A., Kilmarnock. 

ROBERT GOUDIE (Ex-Provost of .Ayr). 
COLIN RAE-BROWN, London. 

~.onotitt!! ~ecrdarn : 
CAPTAlll' DAVID SNEDDON, Dean Cottage. 

~.ott.oritt!! 'mrtasnrer : 
ARTHUR STURROCK, British Linen Coy. Bank. 

Qfbitor, "J\.nnnal @urns Qi:hrDnicl.e " : 
D. M•NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 

The object of the Federation shall be to stren~hen and con
solidate the bond of fellowship presently existmg amongst the 
members of Burns Clubs, by universal affiliation; its motto 
being-" A man's a man for a' that.'' 

The members of every Burns Club registered us belonging to the 
Federation, shall be granted a Diploma admitting them to 
meetings of all the Clubs connected with the Federation, 
they being subject to the rules of the Club visited, but having 
no voice in its management, unless admitted a member of the 
Club visited, according to local form. The Affiliation Fee for 
each Club shall be One Guinea, and for each Member's Diploma, 
One Shilling, these payments being final and not annu'al. 

The Funds of the Federation, so accruing, shall be vested in the 
Executive Council for the purpose of acquiring and preserving 
Holograph Manuscripts and other interesting Relics connected 
with the life and works of the Poet, and for other purposes of 
a like nature, as the said Council may determine. 

The headquarters of the Federation shall be at Kilmarnock, the 
Premier Club in the movement, the town in which the first 
edition of the Poet's Works was published, and which contains 
the only properly organised Burns Museum in the United 
Kingdom. 

The election of an Honorary Council, comprising:--Presidents of 
the Affiliated Clubs, and other Gentlemen of eminence 
nominated by the Executive. The Executive Council to 
consist of the President& and Vice,Presidents of the lea.ding 
Affiliated Clubs, and other eligible gentlemen, with power to 
add to their number. 

The .lkecMtive of the Federation is in process of reconBtruction. 
Su Minute of .Annual Meeting on next page. 



BURNS FEDERATION. 

MOTTO-" A MAN'S A MAN FOR .A' TH.AT." 

THE annual meeting of the Federation was held in Kilmarnock on 
the 19th September, 1893. Representatives from the Clubs in 

London, Glasgow, Dundee, Govan, Gourock, Kilmaurs, and the 
members of the Executive Council in Kilmarnock, were present. In 
the unavoidable absence of ex-Provost Sturrock, President of the Burns 
Federation, Mr. Colin Rae Brown, of the London Burns Club, was 
called to the chair. Apologies were intimated from the representative 
members of tl;i.e foll!)wing. Clubs : - Dumfries, Mauchline, W olver
hampton, Derby, and Royalty Glasgow. The Secretary submitted 
several letters which he had received from John Muir, the late 
manager of the "BURNS CHRONICLE AND CLUB' DIRECTORY," and it 
was unanimously agreed that Mr. Muir's resignation be accepted. 
The Treasurer's statement of accounts and intromissions was submitted 
and approved of. D. M'Naught, Esq., J.P., of Kilmaurs, most 
generously agreed to edit the '' BURNS CHRONICLE" for the year 
1894, for which he received the cordial thanks of. all present. Amongst 
other business before the meeting was the reorganisation of the Fede
ration, and for this purpose a Committee was appointed-Mr. D. 
Sneddon, Kilmarnock, and Mr. Craibe Angus, Glasgow, conveners. 
Hitherto all the meetings of the Federation have been held in Kil
marnock, but it was agreed that in future the annual meeting should 
be held in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Greenock, Paisley, &c.; the 
next meeting to be held in Glasgow. 

D. SNEDDON, HON. SECY. 

DIRECTORY 
OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

ON TH.E 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1894. 

No. 0 KILMARNOCK Burns Club (Mother of the Federation). Insti· 
tuted 1808. President, Bailie J. R. Wilson; Vice-President, 
Tlios. Amos, M.A.; Secretary·and Treasurer, Alex. Davidson, 
58 Portland Street, Kilmarnock. 210 members. Meetings 
hel<l in George Hotel, Kilmarnock. 

No. 1 LONDON Burns Club. Instituted.Hallowe'en 1868. Federated 
at the ori~n of the movement: President, Colin Rae Brown; 
Vice-President, Dr. D. Menzies; Secretary and Treasurer, 
A. M'Killigan, 18 Grove End Road, 8t. John's Wood, 
London, S. W. 100 members. 
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No. 2 ALEXANDRIA Burns Club. Instituted 1884. :Federated in 
1885: President, Robert Telfer, 42 Alexander Street; Vice
Pre.sident, William Livsy, 166 Windsor Buildings, Main 
Street; Treasurer, \Vm. Carlile, 178 Bank Street; Secretary, 
Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane Terrace. Meet in Village School, 
Alexandria, Dumbartonshire. 32 members. 

No. 3 GLASGOW Tam O' Shanter Club. Instituted in 1880. 
Federated in 1885. President, Wm. A. Mitchell, 5 Harvie 
Htreet, Bridgeton, Glasgow; Vice-President, Robert Craig, 
181 Albion :Street, S.S., Glasgow: Secretary, James Angus, 
6 Gibson Street, Hillhead, Glasgow. Meet in Ancell's, Glass
ford Street, last Thursday of each month. 

No. 4 CALLANDER Burns Club. ln,stituted 1877. Federated in 
1885. President, Wm. Russell; Secretary, James S. Anderson, 
Callander. 

No. 5 EARLSTON Burns Club. Instituted January, 1885. Federated 
November, 1885. President, Alex. Bone, junr., Craigsford; 
Vice-Presidents, Thomas B. Murdison, Adam Nichol; Treasurer, 
William Grieve; Secretary, William Kerr, Earlston. 93 
members. 

No. 6 ALLOA Burns Haggis Club. Federated in 1885. President, 
J. Waddell; Secretary, John Donaldson, 6 Drysda.le Street, 
Alloa. 

No. 7 GLASGOW Thistle Burns Club. Instituted lOth March, 1882. 
Federa.ted in 1885. President, Da.vid:@impson; Vice-President, 
Robert M'Tagga.rt; Tree.surer, Andrew Kerr; Secretary, John 
Peters, 150 Main Street, Anderston, Glasgow; 30 members. 

No. 8 MORPETH AND DISTRICT Burns Club. Federated in· 1885. 
President, Thomas Hutchison; Secretary, John Dobson, 
Oldgate Street, Morpeth. 

No. 9 GLASGOW Royalty Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Federated 
in 1886. President, William Stevenson; Vice-President, 
William M'Laren; Treasurer and Secreta.ry, Robert Mason 
Renwick, 23 Wilson Street, Hillhead, Glasgow. 60 members. 
Club meets on the last Thnrsda.y of each month from October 
to March in Alexandra Hotel, Bath Street. 

No. 10 DUMBARTON Burns Club. Federated in 1886. President, 
Dr. W. A. M'Lachlan; Secretary, James M'Gilchrist, 
Dumba.rton. 

No. 11 CHESTERFIELD Burns Club. Federa.ted in 1886. President, 
Aymar R. l\facdougall; Secretary, J. H. Kerr, 11 Gladstone 
Road, Chesterfield. 

No. 12 BARROW-IN-FURNESS Burns Club. Federated in 1886. 
President, _Samuel _Boyle; Secret.v.ry, Alexr. M'Na.ught, 
4 Ramsden Square, Barrow-in-Furness. 

No. 13 ST. ANDREWS Burns Club. Instituted 1869. Federated in 
1886. President, John Dnnca.n, Ba.lrymont; Vice-President, 
William Ruse.ck, Marine Hotel; Secretary and Treasurer, 
William Brown, 116 South Street, St. Andrews. 80 members. 
Rooms, Royal Hotel. Poet-La.ureate, the Rev. Canon Tuttiett. 

No. 14 The DUNDEE Burns Club. Instituted 1860. Federated in 
1886. President, . J obn Ovenstone; Vice-President, Ja.mes 
Binny; Tl'easurer, Alex. Stra.cban, Jun.; Secreta.ry, John 
Beat, 36' Nethergate, Dundee. 60 members. 
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No. 15 BELl!'AST Burns Club. Instituted 1872. Federated· in 1886. 
President, R. J. M'Mordie, solicitor; Vice-President, A. \Y. 
Stewart; Treasurer and Secretary, Peter Galloway, 15 Donegall 
Place. 54 members. 

No. 16 SYDNEY Burns Club. Instituted 1880. Federated in 1886. 
President, Alex. Kethel, J.P. ; Vice-Presidents, James Muir 
and Thos. Lamond; Treasurer, W. W. Bain; Secretary, \V. 
Telfer, School of Arts, Pit Street, Sydney, N.S. W. 400 
members. 

No. 17 NOTTINGHAM Scottish Society Burns Club. Federated in 
1886. President, Andrew Crawford; Secretary, D. Stuart 
Hepburn, 9 Wellington Circus, Nottingham. 

No. 18 LIVERPOOL Burns Club. Institured 1864. Federated in 
1886. President, Henry Davies, Newlyn Cottage, Sea.bank 
Egremont; Vice-President, Rev. J. M'Gavin Sloan; Secretary 
and Treasurer, Alexander Smith, 104 Salisbury Road, Waver
tree, Liverpool. 100 members. 

No. 19 AUCKLAND Burns Club and Literary Society. Instituted 
1884. Federated in 1886. Rooms, Masonic Hall. Patron, 
His Excellency the Earl of Glasgow, G.O.M.G., Governor of 
New Zealand. President, James Stewart, C.E.; Vice
Presidents, George Fowlds, Victoria Arcade ; George Carter, 
Day Street; and Alexander Murchie, Shortland Street ; Trea
surer, Robert Geddes, care of Messrs. Minnie & Dey; Secretary, 
John Horne, Wellington Street, Auckland, N.Z. 

No. 20 AIRDRIE Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1885. Fede
rated in 1886. President, Robert Monteith; Vice-President, 
Provost Arthur; Treasurer and Secretary, James Somerville, 
Royal Hotel, .Airdrie. 50 members. 

No. 21 GREENOOK Burns Club. Instituted 1802. Federated in 
1886. Hon. President, Lord Blyths\vood ; President, Alexander 
S. Mories; Vice-Presidents, D. T. Holmes and John M'Olure ; 
Treasurer, A. T. Anderson ; Secretaries, J. .B. Morison and 
S. C. D. Taylor, 36 Nicolson Street, Greenock. 300 members 
(limited to). The Club Rooms are always open to visitors, as 
the caretaker liv.:es on the premises. 

No. 22 EDINBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1867. Federated in 
1886. President, John Smart, R.S.A., Edinburgh; Vice
President, John Tod, St. Leonards, Lasswade; Treasurer, 
George T. Thin, 55 South Bridge, Edinburgh; Secretary, 
George A. Munro,. S;S.C.-, 37 Castle. Street,,Edinbm;gh. 150 
members. Meetings every month during· winter. 

No. 23. ADELAIDE, South Australian Caledonian Society. Federated 
in 1886. Hon. Chief, Hon. Dr. Allen Campbell, M.L.C.; 
Chief, J. L. Stirling; Secretary, John Drummond, 50 Rundle 
Street, Adelaid-e. · 

No. 24. GLASGOW Bank Burns Club. Instituted 1844. Federated in 
1886. President, David B. Fleming; Vice-President, W. R. 
Cochrane; Treasurer, Wm. Brown; Secretary, John M. King, 
1,6 Inglefield Street. 150 members. Meetings hehl in M'Cul
loch's, 109 Argyle Street, Glasgow. 

No. 25. WINNIPEG St. Andrew's Society. 'Federated in 1886. 
Chief, \\'. A. Dunbar. Secretary, David Philip, Government 
Buildings, Winnipeg, Man. Rooms, Unity· Hall, Hain Street. 
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No. 26 PER'l'H Burns Club. Federated in 1886. President, Willia.m 
Whitelaw, M.P. for Perth, Huntingtower Park ; Vice
President, George Holmes Morrison, 13 Marsha.ll Place, Perth; 
Treasurer, William Stevenson, 23 Balhousie VillR.s, Perth ; 
Secretary. James Harper, Solicitor, 68 St. John Street, 
Perth. 80 members. 

No. 27 GLASGOW Springbun1 Burns Club. · Federated 1886. Hon. 
President, GrameA. "Whitelaw, M.P.; President, John Young; 
Vice-President, R. Gibson; Treasurer. John Flint; Members 
of Committee, John Law, William T. Muir, Thomas D. Wilson; 
Secretary, William M'Bain, Janefield Cottage, Springburn, 
Glasgow. 

No. 28 MAUCHLINE Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Federated 1886. 
President, Ja.mes Mair, Jun., Lochhill; Secretary a.nd Treasurer, 
James Young, Haughyett, Ma.uchline. 

No. 29 BOLTON Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Federated in 1886. 
Pre~ident, Peter Nisbet; Vice-President, James Flockhart; 
Treasurer, John Hardie; Secretary, Harry George, 32 Halstead 
Street, The Hauegh, Bolton. 40 members. 

No. 30 BLACKBURN Burns Club. Federated in 1886. President, 
Joseph Ja.rdine; Secretary, Wm. M'Kie, Fleming Square, 
Blackburn. 

No. 31 SAN FRANCISCO Scottish Thistle Club. Instituted 1882. 
]'ederated in 1886. Chief Donald G. C. M'Kay; Recorder, 
George W. Patterson, 320 Farrell Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

No. 32 NEW ARK Ca.ledonian Club. Federated in 1886. President, 
John Huggan; Treasurer, Paul Buchanan, corner of 16th 
Avenue and Bergen Street; Secretary, John Hogg, Caledonian 
Club, Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

No. 33 GLASGOW Haggis Club. Instituted 1872. Federated in 
1886. President, Joseph Martin; Vice-President, Bailie 
M'Naught; Treasurer, James Young; Secretary, R. J. 
Cameron, 212 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. Limited to 40 
members. 

No. 34 GLASGOW Carrick Burns Club. Instituted 25th .January, 
1859. Federated in 1887. President, Thos. G. Jamieson, 
410 Argyle Street; Vice-President, Archibald Ferguson, 
11 Hamilton Street, Partick ; Treasurer, William Morrison, 
26 Main Street, Anderston; Secretary, James \Veir, 383 Duke 
Street; address 62 Glassford Street, Glasgow. 27 members. 
Meets every Saturday at S.30, 62 Glassford Street. 

No. 35 DALRY Burns Club. Instituted 1826. Federated in 1887. 
President, David Johnstone, Inspector of Schools; Vice
President, Robert Fulton, Writer; Secretary and Treasurer, 
Alex. Comrie, Accountant, Dairy, Ayrshire. This is the 
oldest known Burns Club with an unbroken record of its 
transactions to date. 30 members. The anniversary meeting 
is held on the Friday nearest 25th January. 

No. 36 GLASGOW Rosebery Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
in 1887. President, Alex. Brown; Vice-President, Alex. 
1\-l'Bean; Secretary and Treasurer, Jas. Angus, 22 Ratho 
Terrace, Springburn. 105 members. Meetings held during 
winter months. 

No. 37. DOLLAR Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in 1887. 
President, James Hutton; Vice-President, J. B. Wyles; 
Secretary and Treasurer, G. Cruickshank, Dollar Institution. 
45 members. Meet in Ca~tle Ciimpbell Hotel. 



No. 38. GLASGOW "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Federated 1888. Vice-President, David Caldwell; Secretary, Jas. Gillespie, Junr., 80 Gloucester Street, Glasgow. 
No. 39. GLASGOW "St. David's" Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in 1889. President, Henry Cowan; Secretary, Alex. Porteous, 5 March Street, Strathbungo. Meetings held at 163 Ingram Street, Glasgow. 
No. 40. ABERDEEN Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in · 1889. President. James M'Intosh, 50 Mushit Hall; Secretary, A. M. Byres, 21 Bridge Street, Aberdeen. . 
No. 41 DENNISTOUN Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Federated in 1889. President, George R. Mather, M.D.; Chairman and VicePresident, Thomas Baxter, Esq. ; Secretary and Treasurer, John Baird M'Intosh, 300 Duke Street, Dennistoun, Glasgow. 25 members. Place of meeting, Loudon Arms Hotel, Dennistoun. 
No. 42 CRIEFF Burns Club. Federated in 1891. President, Malcolm Finlayson, Solicitor: Vice-President, W. Duncan, Royal Hotel; Secretary, William Pickard, Writer, Crieff. 
No. 43 GLASGOW Northern Burns Club. Federated 1891. President, Moses Chalmers; Secretary, Alex. Duncanson, 24 Grafton Street, Glasgow. 
No. 44 FORFAR Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated in 1891. President, John Ferguson, Allan Bank; Vice-President, George S. Nicolson; Treasurer, Andrew Bennie; Secretary, Henry Rae, 14 :Montrose Road, Forfar. 150 members. 
No. 45 CUMNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in 1891. Prt:sident, George Craig, Lugar, Cumnock ; Vice-President, A. B. Todd, Breezyhill Cottage ; Secretary .i.nd Treasurer, Matthew Brownlie, Ayr Road, Cumnock. 70 members. Meeting-place in the Dumfries Arms Hotel. 
No. 46 WARWICKSHIRE Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated in 1891. President, Guthrie Rankin, M.D.; Vice-President, Walter Galt; 8ecretary and Treasurer, Robert Greenfield, Ranelagh Nursery, Leamington; Auditor, James Nasmyth. 
No. 47 GLASGOW St. Rollox Burns Club. Federated in 1891. President, John Chalmers, 35 Tennant Street, St. Rollox, Glasgow; Secretary, Thomas Paton, 21 Tennant Street, St. Rollox, Glasgow. 
No. 48 PAISLEY Burns Club. Instituted 1805. Federated in 1891. President, William Gardner, The Elms, Castlehead, Paisley; Vice-President, Provost John M'Gown, Woodlands, Calside, Paisley; Hon. Secretary and. Hon. Treasurer, James Ed.ward Campbell, M.A., B.L., Wnter, 3 County Place, PaISley. Membership limited by Constitution and ltules to 40. 
No. 49 BRIDGETON Burns Club, Glasgow. Instituted 1870. Federated in 1891. President, Rector Menzies, Hutchesontown Grammar School; Vice-President, John Bowie, J.P.; Treasurer, William Campbell, 9 Binnie Place; Secretary, William Cochran, 53 West Regent Street. About 250 members. Club Rooms, Mechanics' Hall, Canning Street. Gold :Medal given for Scholarship. Silver Medals to Boys and Girls for Singing. 
No. 50 STIRLING Burns Club. Federated in 1891. President, Dr. Macnab; Secretary, J. L. Hutcheon, Journal Office, 5 King Street, Stirling. 



No. 51 CHICAGO Caledonian Soci\lty. Instituted 1883. Federated in 

1892. Chief, Hugh Sbirlaw; Chieftain, F. D. Todd; Trea.surer, 

Angus Maclean; Secretary, Charles T. Spence, 3002 Wabash 

Avenue, Chicago. 197 members. Society meets lst and 3rd 

Thursdays in each month in Hall, 1-85 E. Madison Street, 

Chica.go, Ill. 
No. 52 DUMFRIES M~chanics' Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Feder

ated in 1892. President, Andrew J. Armstrong, Park Terrace, 

Glebe Road, Dumfries; Vice-President, William Hetherington, 

Troqueer Cottages, Dumfries; Treasurer, John Houston, 121 

High Street, Dumfries; Secretary, George W. Clarke, 5 

Kirkowep.s Street, Dumfries. 36 members. Charity Concert 

on behalf of widow and family of deceased member, raised £40. 

Charity Concert in aid of Dumfries and Galloway Royal 

Infirmary, £11 3/7!d. Charity Concert in aid of Orphan Girls' 

Home, Dumfries, £11 3/Hd. 

No. 53 GOVAN Fairfield Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Federated in 

189'2. President, Jame11 Cunningham; Vice-President, James 

Wands; Treasurer, Alexander Paxton; Secretary, William 

Munro, Waverley Hotel, Langlands Road, Govan. 24 members. 

No. 54 PERTH St. Johnstone Burns Club. Instituted January, 1892. 

Federated in 1892. President, Alex. Davidson; Vice-President, 

Daniel Kennedy; Secretary and Treasurer, Thomas Macgregor, 

15 Balhousie Street, Perth. 60 members. · 

No. 55 DERBY Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated in 1893. 

President, Geo. Inness; Vice-Presidents, H. J. Bell and A. E. 

Berry; Treasurer, George M•Lachlan; Joint-Secretaries, W. 

H. Cunningham and Thomas Boyd, 54 Sadler Gate. 75 

members. The annual meeting takes place on February lst. 

No. 56 MUIRKIRK Lapraik Burns Club. Instituted in 1893. Federated 

in 1893. President, John M'Donald; Vice-President, Hugh 

. Smith; Treasurer, James Young; Secretary, Andrew Pringle, 

Main Street, Muirkirk. 50 members. 

No. "57 TH-ORNLIEBANK Burns Club. Instituted 23rd January, 

1891. Federate<l 1893. President, Captain J. M. Campbell; 

Vice-President, David Buchanan; Treasurer, David Marshall; 

·~ Secretary, Malcolm Jatnieson, Thornlieba.nk. 125 members. 

No. 58 KIRKCALDY Burns Club. Federated in 1893. President, 

Alexander Strachan, 3 Sands Road, Kirkcaldy ; Vice

President, William Herd, Merchant, Bridgeton, Kirkcaldy ; 

Trea11urer, James Morrison; Secretary, Charles Robertson, 

29 Links Street, Kirkcaldy. 

No. 59 GOUROCK Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 1893. 

Federated in 1893. President, James Adam, Cove Road; 

Vice-President, Captain William Watson; Treasurer, William 

Lee, J\ln.; Secretary, John Young, 14 Shore Street, Gourock. 

70 members. Meeting-place, Gamble Institute. 

No. 60 WOLVERHAMPTON Burns Club. Instituted 1891. J<'ede

rated in 1893. President, William M'Ilwra.ith; Vice-President, 

Robert Routledge; Treasurer, William Thom; Secretary, 

James Killin, Beecbgrove, Compton Road. 84 members. 

NQ. 61 GLASGOW, The Glencairn Burns, Club. Instituted, 1891. 

Federated in 1893. President, Duncan Keith Campbell ; Vice

Presiuent, Archibald M•Connochie; Treasurer, W. F. 

ButchisQn; Secretaries, James Laing, 218 Watt Street; and 

John M. Picken, 315 Paisley Road, Glasgow. Limited to 60 

members. Meets at 375 Paisley Road, on first Thursday, of 

each month. , 
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No. 62 CUPAR Burns Club. Initiated 25th October, 1893. Federated 
on 7th November, 1893. President, H. T. Anstruther, M.P.; 
Vice-Presidents, Dr. Douglas and George Innes; Chairman 
of Committee, L. Berry ; Treasurer and Secretary, David 
Walker, 6 Bonnygate, Cupar-Fife. 103 members. Prizes 
given for best poems on Bnrns and other snbjects. 

No. 63 GLASGOW Mossgiel Burns Club. Feclerated in 1893. President, 
Don. Hamilton; Vice-President, W. Dickson; Secretary, J. 
M. Blair, 186 Cumberland Street, Glasgow, S.S. 50 members. 
Meet in Mrs. Anderson's, 3 Cathcart Street, Gorbals, Gfasgow. 

No. 64 BEITH Burns Club. Federated in 1893. President, Dr. 
Hugh Logan; Secretary, Wm. Hastings, Reform Street, 
Beith. 

No. 65 MUSSELBURGH and Fisherrow Burns Club. Federated in 
1894. President, R. Bisset, Millhill, Musselburgh; Vice
President, G. W. Wood, Commercial Hotel, Annan; Treasurer, 
T. A. Hogg, High Street, Musselburgh. Secretary, John 
Grahame, Royal Hotel, Musselburgh. 70 members. 

1894 REGISTER OF BURNS CLUBS 

AND OTHER 

SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

NoT ON THE ROLL OF THE FEDERATION. 

ABINGTON Burns Club-Instituted Sth February, 1888. Hon. 
President, Sir E. A. Colebrooke, Bart.; President, James Paterson; 
Secretary, Robert Colthart, Arbory Villa, Abington, N.B. 79 
members. 

ASHINGTON Burns Club-Secretary, Alex. Duncanson, Ashington, 
Morpeth. 

AYR Burns Club-President, Sir William Arrol, Ayr; Secretary, 
George Bain, Smith's Institution, Ayr. 

BALERNY Burns Club-Chairman, Geo. Y. Robertson, Craigentr.rris; 
Treasurer, James Craik; Secretary, Jobn Fairbairn, Balerny. 

BARRHEAD "Tam o' Shanter" Club-Secretary, John M'Whirter, 
Gatesi<le, Barrhead. 

BATHURST, N.S.W., Burns Club-Secretary, William Ferrier, Piper 
Street. 

BATTLE CREEK (Mich.), Clan Macdonald-Secretary, Frank Reid, 
34 Irving Street, Battle Creek, Mich., U.S.A. 

BAY CITY (Mich.), Clan Forbes-Secretary, George E. Smith, 
509 Eleventh Street. 

BAY CITY (Mich.), St. Andrew's Society- Secretary, G. A. Wilson, 
Bay City, Mich., U.S.A. 

BEDLINGTON and District Burns Club-Secretary, John Tate, Bed
lington Iron Works, Northumberland. 

BELFAS'l' St. Andrew's Society-Secretary, J. Dewar, 2 College 
Green, Belfast. 

0 



'BELLsHILt Burns Club - Secretary, John :Murdoch, Commercial 
Plaoe, Bellshill. 

CAMBUSLANG Burns Club-Secretary, George Johnstone, Excelsior 
Villa, Cambuslang. . 

CARDIFF -Burns Club-Secretary, Wm. Wallace Pettigrew, The 
Gard.em, Cardiff Castle, Cardiff. · 

COATBRIDGE Burns Club-President, D. Howat; Vice-President, 
· T. M. King; Seoreta.ry, J. Milne Boyd, solicitor, Colt Terrace. 

COWPEN, The Sydney Burns Club-President, Henry Henderson; 
Secretary, John Harrison, Kitty Brewster, Cowpen, Northumber
land; 

ORAIGNEUK Burns Club-Secretary, Wm. M1Millan, 3 Shieldmuir, 
Motherwell. 

CROSSGATES Burns Club-President, Andrew Dall; Vice-President, 
James Parker; Treasurer, .Andrew Forrester; Secretary, William 
Muir, Back Street, Crossgates, Fifeshire. 

DETROIT (Mich.), Clan C'amerou-Secretary, A. W. M'Nair, 12 
Woodware Avenue. 

DOUGLAS Burns Club-Secretary, G. Torra.nee, North Quay, Dongl1U1, 
Isle of Man. 

DUBLIN St. Andrew's Society-Secretary, J. C. Anderson, 37 College 
Green, Dublin. 

DUMFRIES Burns Club--Secretary, H. S. Gordon, Solicitor, Mount 
Brae, Dumfries. 

DUMFRIES Burns "Howff" Club-Secretary, John Conner, care of 
. Mrs. Smith, Globe Hotel, Dumfries. 

DUMFRIES " Wale of Good Fellows" Club-Secretary, Robert Bower, 
4 Ramsay Plaoe, Dumfries. 

DUNEDIN Bul'll1! Club-Secretary, William Brown, Dunedin, New 
Zealand. 

DUNS Burns Club- Secretary, D. Birrell, Castle Street, Duns. 

EDINBURGH Ayrshire Society-Secretary, A. H. Cooper, W.S., 40 
Castle Street, Edinburgh. 

EDINBURGH Ninety Burns Club-Hon. President, Right Hon. 
_ Viscount \Volmer, M.P.; President, Thomas Syminton, Solicitor,· 

Glenluce; Cha.plain,'. Rev. Geo. :Murray, B.D., of Sauchie, Alloa; 
Secretary and Treasurer, John A. Clues, 10 Dublin St., Edinburgh. 

EDINBURGH (South) Bruiis Club-Hon. President, Henry Murray; 
President, J. P. Omand, 18 M'Laren Road; Vice-President, W. 
G. Marshall; Treasurer and Secretary, Ja.mes Granger, 16 Melville 
Terrace, Edinburgh. . 

'}'ORT MAYNE (Ind.) Ca.ledonia.n Society..,-Secreta.ry, William Lawson, 
Fort Mayne, Ind., U.8.A. 

GALASHIELS Bums Club (dormant)-Secret11.ry, Ja.mes Wilson, 25 
Channell Street, Ualashiels. . 

3IRVAN, The Carrick Barns Club-President, William M'Creath, 
J.P., Burnbank; Vice-Presidents, Ja.mes Aird and Hugh Dickie; 
Treasurer, Thomas Weeple; Secretary, Andrew Robertson, 'Ihe 
M'Kechnie Institute, Girvan. 

GLASGOW Barlinnie Burns Club-President, Dr. Wm. Carr; Vice
President, Rev. John Turnbull ; Secretary, J !\mes H. Duff, WooJ
bank, Barlinnie, Glasgow. 67 members. 
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GLENPATRICK Burns Club-Secretary, John Carson, 'J:1 High Street, 
Johnstone. 

OOREBRIDGE Bnrns Club-Secretary, P; Hume Pattel'IOll, Gore· 
bridge. 

H.AMIJ,TON Burns Club-President, Patrick Small; Vice-President, 
Hen17 S. Keith; Secretary, John Cassels. Writer, Portland Park, 
Hamilton. 

HAMILTON "Glencairn" Bul'llS Club-Presideut, James Cook; Vice
President, John Shaw; Secretary; John Ballantyne, 49 Campbell 
Street, Hamilton. 

HAMILTON Junior Burns Club--President, James Gourlay; Secretary, 
William Wilson, 10 Union Street, Ha1J1ilton. 

HAMILTON Original Bnrns Club-Secretary, James Eglinton, 32 
. Hope Street. 
HAMILTON {Ont.) Clan M'Kenzie Club-Secretary, James M'Kenzie, 

202 Fay Street, South. 
HA WI-CK BURNS' CLUB-Secretary, James D. Simpson,, Herron 

Hill Terrace, Hawick. 
HULL Burns Club-President, Alf. W. Hansell; Secretary, J. Hy. 

Rae, 25 De la Pole Avenue, Newington, Hull. 
IRVINE Burns Club-Instituted 1826. President, David Stevenson; 

Secretary, James Dickie, Irvine. 
KIRN Burns Club-President, R. W. Anderson; Vice•President. John 

Kesson ; Trea$Urer, William Dunbar; Secretary. Captain Edward, 
Kingston Villa, Hunter's Quay. 92 members. . 

LEITH Burns Club-Secretary, William Wilson, 21 Paumure Place, 
Edinburgh. 

LlNLITHGOW Burns Club-Secretary, John Patrick Hardy, 34 
Kelvinside Gardens> Glasgow. 

LONDON (Ont.) Clan Fraser-Secretary, John G. Jones, 241 Queen's 
Avenue. 

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION
President, ThomaR Balla.ntyne; Secretary, Duncan MacLea.zi., 13 
Alexandra Grove, Plymouth Grove, Manchester. 

MILNGAVIE Bi\rns Club-Secretary, Peter Adams, Industry Cottage, 
Milngavie. . 

MILWAUKEE (Wis.) St. Andrew's Society-Secretary, Hugh W. 
Guthrie, 207 Brii.dy Street, Milwaukee, Wis., U.S.A. 

MONTREAL, Cla.n Maclenna.n-Secretary, George G. Barry, 40 
Inspector Street. 

NEWCASTLE and Tyneside Burns Club_:gecretary, J. H. Peddie, 
5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

ORAN Burns Club-Instituted 1888. President, T. W. Mair; Vice
President, J. M. Campbell; Treasurer, Malcolm M'Gregor; 
Secretary, Thomas Boyd, 56 George Street, Oban. 

OVERTOWN Burns Club-Secretary, George M'Dougall, Durham 
Bank, Orchard Drive, Wishaw. _ 

PATERSON (N.J.) Caledonian Club-Secretary, Archibald M'Call, 
131 .North :N'inth Street, Paterson (N.J.), U.8.A. 
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PHILADELPHIA Bum8 Asilooiation-Secretary, Jolla Sheddon, 2603 

Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, U.S.A. 

-PHILADELPHIA Caled~nian Club-Instituted 9th April, 1859. Chief, 

James Coupland and Five Chieftains. 

PHILADELPHIA Clan (',ameron-Instituted 19th March, 1890. Chief, 

John Burleigh; Secretary, Peter .Miller. 

PHILADELPHIA Burns Statue Association-Instituted lOtb Di.cember, 

1893, Chairman, William Leitch; Vice-Chairman, John M'Blane; 

Treasurer, John Burleigh; Secretary; W.. R. Collins, Caledonian 

Hall, Thirteenth and Spring Garden Streets. 

PHILADELPHIA Scots Thistle Sooiety-Inatituted, 30th November, 

1796. President, Joseph Wishart; Secretary, Joseph Ferguson • 

. PIDLADELPHIA St.· Andrew's Society-Instituted 7th December, 

1749. President, James F. Hope; Secretary, W. R. Smith. 

PHILADELPHIA Tam o'-Sbanter Club-Instituted 15th December, 

1883. President, Hugh Tulloch; Secretary, Hugh Campbell. 

PITTSBURGH (Pa.) Waverly Society and Burns Club-Secretary, 

Robert Thomson, Pittsburgh, Pa., U.S.A. 

PROVIDENCE Clan Cameron-Secretary, James Shaw, 28 Bishop 

Street, Providence, Rhode Ialand,,U.S.A. 

PROVIDENCE Caledonisn Society-Secretary, George Gibb, 408 

Chalkstone Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island, U.8.A. 

1-;T, JORN, N.B., Clan Mackenzie-Secretary, Joseph A. Murdoch, 

Hayma.rket Square. 

S'l'OW Burns Club:_Preaident, Rev. W. Workman; Treasurer, James 

Sanderson; Secretary, W. H. Cook, Founta.inb.a.11, Mid·J.othian. 

Prize competitions twice a year amongst the youth of thtl'·p&rish 

for best papers on Scottish literature. 

THAMES (Auckland) Burns Club-Secretary, John Gibb, G.- Works, 

Thames, Auckland, N.Z, 

WATERBURY (N.H.) Burns Club~ecretary, W. B. C-allaD, 49:> 

Washington Avenue. · 

WEST BAY CITY (Mich.) Clan Fra.ser)-Secretary, John ~y, 

510 N. Chilson Avenue. 

WOODSTOCK (Ont.) Clan Suthe?Wid-Secretary, C. W. Oliver •. 

YORKERS (N.Y.) The Robert Burna Club-Secretary, Kexuaetb 
M'Kay, 9 Poplar Street. 

' ~· 

) .... f /,.' 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

THE 

"DANDIE DINlVIO.NT" 
OLD . SCOTCH WHISKY .. 

D11. STEVENSON MACADAM says : 

"'A GENUINE FIRST CLASS SPIRIT." 
, "Well Matu:red." 

'' FPee flooni Fusll OU." 

" Of Pul'e and Excellent Quality." 

SOLD by all GROOERS and SPIRIT MEROHANTS. 

A. ALEXANDER & CO., 
LEITH AND LONDON. 

V\T A TERPROOFS 
OF GUARANTEED QUALITY, 

At Lowest Cash Prices. 

LADIES' DOLMANS, Newest Shapes, from 21/. 
GENTLl!:MEN'S COATS, from 7/6 to 80/. 

OUR SPECIAL P AR.AMAT~A COAT, 20/. 
COATS WITH CAPES, 27 /6. INVERNESS, 27 /6 

CoATS and CAPES in a.II the lea.ding Shapes and 
Colonrings in Stock, or ma.de to Order. 

HOT WATER BOTTLES; from 3/6. 
WATER BEDS. AIR CUSHIONS. 

BED SHEETS. ENEMAS. 
AND OTHER SURGICAL REQUISITES. 

SPORTING REQUISITES. GAME BAGS. 
LEGGINGS, &c. 

FISHING REQUISITES: Trousers, Stoclcings, 
Boots, etc. 

GOLF, TENNIS, CRICKET, AND OTHER 
OUT-DOOR GAMES. 

OVER-SHOES. FOOTHOLDS. SNOW BOOTS. 
OUR NEW ALPINE BOOT, ETC., ETC. 

PBIOB LISTS ON .4.PPLICAPION. 

NOR'fM ~RI'fl~.M Rtl~~ER eo., fu'ft)., 
106 BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW. 

11morhs-<tastle ~ms, E~inburgb. 
2 



AD VER TISEMltNTS. 

~ G.f.ISr.DDE + DINE. + 
) .... 

-W-EEX:L Y SERVICE 
FOR THE GOLD FIELDS OF SOUTH AFRICA, 

MADEIRA, CAPE COLONY,. 
NATAL, DELAGOA BAY, 

MADAGASCAR AND MAURITIUS. 
British and Dutch Royal Mail Service. 

THE ROYAL MAIL STEAMERS OF 

The Castle Mail Packets Company, Limited, 
LEA VE LONDON every alternate Friday, and sail from SOUTHAMPTON on the following 

Saturday, with Mails, Passengers, and Cargo, for CAPE COWNY and NATAL, calling at 
Madeira. 

Homewards, the Company's Royal lllail Steamers leave NATAL every alternate Thursday, and 
CAPE TowN on the followi'ng Wednesday, for Plymouth and London. 

Intermediate Steamers are despatched every Fourteen Days from LONDON, proceeding thence 
direct to the CAPE COLONY, NATAL, DELAGOA BAY, etc. (via Grand Canary), thus forming a 
Weekly Service from LONDON, and providing direct communication between the Continent and 
South Africa, These Steamers call at ST. HELENA once every Eight Weeks. 

Passengers and Cargo are taken every Fourth Week for MADAGASCAR and MAURITIUS direct. 

Steamers. Tons. Steamers. Tons. Steamers. Tons. 
Dunottar Castle ........ 5,465 
Roslin Castle .......... 4,266 
Hawarden Castle ...... 4,380 
Norham Castle ....... .4,392 
Donne Castle .......... 4,045 
Lismore Castle.. . . • ••.. 4,045 

Pembroke Castle ........ 3,878 
Garth Castle ............ 3,660 
Drummond Castle ...... 3,663 
Grantully Castle ........ 3,454 
Conway Castle .......... 2,934 
Warwick Castle ........ 2,923 

Dunrobin Castle ........ 2,783 
Dunbar Castle .......... 2,608 
Methven Castle ....••.. 2,605 
Dunkeld.. . ........... 1,158 
Melrose .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. 840 
Venice .................. 511 

RETURN TICKETS ISSUED FOR ALL PORTS. 
Handbook of Information for Passengers gratis on application. 

LOADING BER~H-East India Dock Basin, Blackwall, E. 
Free Railway Tickets aregrantedfrom London to Southampton to Outward, and from Plymouth 

to London to Homeward Passengers by Royal Mail Steamers. 
EXPERIENCED SURGEONS AND STEWARDESSES ON EVERY STEAMER. 

Superior Accommodation. Excellent Cuisine. 

DO~ ALD CURRIE & co_::I 
LONDON-1, 2, 3, & 4 Fenchurch Street, 'E.C.; 

MANCHESTER-15 Cross Street; LIVERPOOL--25 Castle Street; 

GLASGOW-40 St. Enoch Square; EDINBURGH:--

J. & H. LINDSAY, 7 Waterloo. Place (opposite General Post Office). 



Thompson's 

ADVERTISEMENTS •. 

COMFORT 
CORNS and BUNIONS removed, and 

ENLARGED TOE JOINTS 
reduced by using THOMPSON'S 0 or n 
Plaster. Those who are troubled with the 
discomfort of Corns or Bunions will be glad 
to have attention called to this remedy. It is 
a simple Plaster, thin as silk, and comfortable 
to the foot. Thousands of Testimonials. 

PACKETS is Hd EACH. POST FREE 14 STAMPS. 

Universal Spee ialtie s. 
SKIN Thompson's Hygienic Skin Cream. Invaluable for the Cure 

• of Pimples, Black Specks, and Blotches on the Skin, Tan, 
Freckles, Abscesses, Tumours, Styes on Eyelids, Boils, Chapped Hands, 
Ulcers, Bad Legs, and Unhealthy Sores of every kind. Bottles, 1/, z/, 
and 3/6; Postage, 2d. 

DENTIFRICE WATER A preparation having a remarkably 
• invigorating effect on the Gums, render

ing them speedily sound and healthy where they have a tendency to 
become spongy and inflamed, and preserving them against attacks of 
Neuralgia. In bottles, 1/6 and 2/6; Postage, 3d extra. 

EUCALYPTUS CRYSTALS Invig?rating and Refreshing 
• Smellmg Salts. These Salts 

are the most agreeable deodorizer that exists. By leaving the stopper 
out a few minutes the apartment will be purified, and the air rendered 
strongly Invigorating and Refreshing. Bottles, 1/, 2/, and 3/6; postage, 
3d extra. 

SPARKLI Ne LIVER. SALT ~ooling, Refreshing, P~rify-
• mg. A teaspoonful m a 

tumbler of water keeps the Liver and Bowels in a thoroughly healthy 
condition. Bottles, 1/9, 2/9, and 4/6. 

NERVETONINE for Fagged B~ain and Wo:n-out Nervous Syst~m. 
. Cures all Nervous Affections and Nerve Pams, 

Rheumatism, Neuralgia, &c., and gives tone_ and strength to the whole 
system. Bottles, 1/9, 2/9, and 4/6; post free. 

SOLE PROPRIETOR, 

M. F. THOMPSON, 
; ~.cnn~t)pathic imll ~iGptnGittg Qthemfot, 

17 Gordon Street, Glasgow. and Branches. 
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THE ONLY ORIGINAL 
rsTEEL PLATE ENGE.A VING_ 

~ROBERT BURNS. <+ 
Painted by ALEX. NASMYTH, 1787. 

(Companion Print to Sir Walter Scott.) 
Engraved by Wm. Walker, of ·Edinburgh, Scotland. 

and Samuel Cousins, of London. 
This Engraving is the only true representation and the same size 

of the Original and only Painting ever taken of Burns during his 
lifetime. The Painting was loaned by Mrs. Burns, the Poefs Widow, 
to the celebrated engravers above-named, and Engraving dedicated, by 
permission, to the Members of the Royal Caledonian Hunt. 

The Original, Painting is now in the Scottish National Gallery, 
Edinburgh. Framing size, 22 x 18 inches. Prints, 10s. 6d.; India. 
Proofs, £ 1 1 s. 

( .AdvertisemP,nt continued on oppo8ite poge.) 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Extract from" Burns Chronicle" I892. 

"The Original Steel Plate Eugraving is now the property of Mr. Joseph Laing, 

Publisher, New York, U.S.A., an enthusiastic Scot. The Prints issued by him 

appear in no way to have deteriorated."-D. W. Stevenson, R.S . .A., Sculptor. 
PuBLISHER's NoTICE.-The happy possessor of an India Proof Copy of this 

Excellent Engraving has a Portrait of the llinstrious Poet not even equalled by 

the Original Painting itself, as time has told severely on the sa.me.-Scotus. 

SIR WALTER SCOTT, 
From the Original Painting. 

(Companion Print to Robert Bums.) 

Painted by SIR JOHN WATSON GORDON, 1830. Engraved by 
A. G. CAMPBELL, of Edinburgh. 

Framing size, 22 x 18 inches. Prints, 10s. 6d.; India Proofs, £1 1s. 

JOSEPH LAING, Engraver and Print Publisher, 
London, Edinburgh, New York. 

Office and Saleroom, 25 Fulton and 205 Water Streets, N.Y. 
Sent Free on receipt of Price per Post Office Order. 

Also Messrs. BANKS & Co., Engravers, 12 George Street, 
EDINBURGH. 

MALCOLM DAISH & CO., 
WHOLESALE WINE MERCHANTS, 

LEITH, I NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, I LONDON, 

Coatfield La.ne. Beehive Chambers, Big :Market. Ludga.te Hill. 

~ q;..~ SPECIALITIES ~..i\ Ip.~ 
"'~ ~ .. ro .I'~ 

~~ ~<:) SPECIAL RESERVE f: ~}>-
~°' a Whisky of quality and excellence ~~ 

n,.. V unsurpassed, recommended by the ~ 

V Medical Profession. 

"VERNOT" CHAMPAGNE. 

Personal attention given to Vatting for Customers, 

at Prices for 2/8 per Gallon in bond. 
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TELEPHONE No. 4060. 

CHARLES 
+WINE MERCHANT,+ . 

205 WEST GEORGE STREET, 

GLASGOW. 
~----,~============~•:==================--~-

- PROPRIETOR OF THE FAMED -

F.A<J-SIMILE OF LABEL--

CHARLES WATSON, 
GLASGOW. 

ESTABLISHED 1847. 
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GLASGOW.-ST. ENOCH STATION HOTEL. 
(Adioining the Glasgow Terminm of the Midland Railway.) 

CONVENIENTLY SITUATED. MAGNIFICENT PUBLIC ROOMS. 

SUITES OF APARTMENTS. LARGE AND AIRY BEDROOMS. PASSENGER ELEVATOR. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT EVERYWHERE. MODERATE TARIFF. 

:PHILIP BLADES, 
HOTEI. MANAGER, 

GLASGOW & SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 

AYR.-The AYR STATION HOTEL. 
(Adjoim the Railway Stati<m.) 

FIRST CLASS HOUSE FOR FAMILIES AND GENTLEMEN. HANDSOME PUBLIC ROOMS. 

SUITES OF APARTMENTS. LARGE AND WELL APPOINTED BEDROOMS. . 

PASSENGER ELEVATOR. MODERATE TARIFF. 

PHILIP BLADES, 
HOTEL MANAGER, 

GLASGOW & SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 



Telephone Noa. 
OFPIOE, 586; BREWERY, M81. 

THE 

CELEBRATED 

"CASTLE" 
IMPERIAL 

STOUT. 

To be had at 
the Principal 
Bars through
out the City. 

CASTLE 

.. .. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Te~hic Addre8B-
•1 HAOLAOHLAN, GLASGOW.'' 

THE 

CELEBRATED 

"CASTLE" 
PALE 

ALES. 

ALWAYS IN 
BRILLIANT 

CONDITION. 

MARYHILL I G. & J~R~~~~~a H LAN. I CLASCOW 
TOWN OFFICE-25 AND 27 ST. ENOCH SQUARE. 
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BY SPECIAL APPOINTMENT 

.. ~do. ..ila.d.. 

PURVEYORS 0 MARRIAGE 

OF aoohs anz, aonfecttoners DEJEUNERS 

LUNCHEONS, to 1ber .Majest}? AND 

DINNERS, for Scotlanl). BALL 

&c. 0 
SUPPERS. 

-T~-- TT 

Telegraphic Address, "OONFEOTIONERS, EDINBURGH." 

Telephone No. 211 , 

AITCHISON & SONS, 
77 QUEEN STREET, 

EDINBURGH. 
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BURNS' WORKS. 
) ··- 'f Burns' Works-Prose and Poetical. Edited by ScoTT DouGLAs. 

Illustrations by SAM BOUGH, etc. ' 6 Vols. 84s. for 40s. 
The Kilmarnock Edition of Burns' Works. 2 Vols. Iss. for Ios. 
The Kilmarnock Edition of Burns' Works. 3s. 6d. for 2s. 11d. 
Burns' Life and Works. Edited by ROBERT CHAMBERS. 2 Vols. 

7s. 6d. for 5s. 8d. 
Burns' Life and Works. Edited by RoBERT CHAMBERS. 2 Vols. 

In Half-calf Binding. I 2s. for 9s. 
Burns' Life and Works. Edited by ROBERT CHAMBERS. 8vo 

Edition. 2 Vols. 12s. for 9s. 
Burns' Life and Works, Edited by RoBERT CHAMBERS. 8vo 

Edition. 2 Vols. In Half-calf Binding. I8s. for I3S. 6d. 
Burns' Poems and Letters. Globe Edition. 3s. 6d. for 2s. 8d. 
Burns' Poems and Letters, with Life by Gunnyon. 5s. for 3s. 6d. 
Burns' Poetical Works. Albion Edition. 3s. 6d. for 2s. 6d. 

Do. . do. do. Leather Binding. 7s. 6d. for 5s. 6d. 
Do. do. Lansdowne Edition. 3s. 6d. for 2s. 6d. 

Burns' Poetical Works. Lansdowne Edition. Leather Binding. 
5s. for 3s. 9d. 

Burns' Poetical Works. Chandos Edition. 2s. for 15. 6d. 
Do. do. Stanley Edition. Is. for 9d. 

Paterson's Edition of Burns' Works. Chronologically arranged. 
3 Vols. 6s. for 4s. 6d. 

Burns' Poems. Canterbury Series. IS. for 9d . 
. Burns' Songs. do. do. Is. for 9d. 
Burns' Works. Aldine Edition. 3 Vols. 7s. 6d. 
Lockhart's Life of Burns. 2s. for Is. 6d. 
Shairp's Burns, English Men of Letters. 
Prof. Stuart Blackie's Life of Burns. 
The Book of Burns-GRAMPIAN CLUB. 
Higgins' Life of Burns. 2s. for Is. 6d. 

IS. for 9d. 
IS. 6d. for IS, I Yzd. 
3 Vols. 63s. for 42s. 

Round Burns' Grave. Edited by Ross. 3s. 6d. for 2s. 8d. 
Hew Ainslie's Pilgrimage to the Land of Burns. 6s. for 4s. 6d. 
Burnsiana - A Collection of Literary Odds and Ends relating to 

ROBERT BURNS. 3 parts ready, each 2S. 6d. for IS. 11d. 
Macrae's Lecture on Burns, Id. 
Burns's "Ohloris "-A Reminiscence. ADAMS. Is. for 9d. 
Burns' Highland Mary. Edited by J. D. Ross. 2s. 6d. for Is. 11d. 

R. L. HOLJ\t.IES, 
3, 5, and 11 DUN L 0 P STREET, 

GLASGOW. 
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N ERVETONI NE 
Strengthens Brain,N erveandMuscle, 

and keeps the System in Full Tone. 

NERVETONINE is a 

positive cure for all Nervous 

Affections, Nervous Exhaus

tion, Nel'Vous Debility, 
Mental Depression, Hysteria, 

Loss of Memory, Sleeplessness, 

Paralysis, Indigestion, Head

ache, Loss of Appetite, Con

stipation, etc. All Nerve Pains, 

N eul'algia, Tooth
ache, Rheumatism, 
Lumbago, Gout, ant. 

Sciatica, Permanently Cured with Nel'Vetonine. Bottles, 1/9, 2/9, 4/6, 

and 11/·; postage, 2d. extra. For further particulars see 

"Thompson's Concise Guide Health," gratis. 

FEET. 
CORNS and BUNIONS 

removed, and ENLARGED 

'l'OE JOINTS reduced by using 

THOMPSON'S FRENCH 

CORN PLASTER. It is a 

Simple Plaster, thin as silk, 

and comfortable to the foot, 

Thousands of Testimonials. 

Packets, l/l~d each, 
Post Free, 14 Stamps. 

COLDS. 
INFLUENZA, 

Coughs, Bronchitis, 
Asthma, &c., 

QUICKLY CURED WITH 

PHUTALA, 
THOMPSON'S 

Anti-Catarrh Essence. 
A Marvellous Cure. 

Bottles, 1/9, 2/9, and 4/6 each; 
postage, 2d. extra. 

From 
Proprietor M. F. THOMPSON, 

1bome£opatbtc anti JDtspenstng (tbemfst, 

17 GORDON STREET, GLASGOW, and Branches. 
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James Gordon, 
\roltne .Mercbant an~ $pi rft 1Srokert 

167 ST. VINCENT STREET, 
AGENT FOR 

CRAIGWELL BREW.ERY, EDINBURGH; 

GEORGE DALRYMPLE & CO., 
HOME BREWERY, GLASGOW ; 

MITCHELL & CO., 
LIMITED, 

(OLD IRISH WHISKY), 
BELFAST. 

Whiskies Blended in Bond to Purchasers' Orders, and 
Casks Branded with their own names. 

JUST PUBLISHED. Paper Covers, ls. ; Cloth, ls 6d. 
BURNS'S "CHLORIS": A Remtntsoence. 

By JAMES ADAMS, M.D. 
Containing Facsimile of Poem, " The Song of Death,"· in the Poet's Handwrit~g. 

A ·Large Paper Edition of the above printed on hand-made paper (fcap. 4to), ~ent baick, limited to 250 copies, (numbered). Price, 7s. 6d. net. . ' 

THIRD AND POPULAR· EDI'l'ION. 
THE AULD scoiro::a: S.ANGS

Arranged and Harmonised by SJtifQLAI~ QUNN •. 
Containing 96 Scotch Songs with .· t>f&uoforte Accompaniment~· Papai: Covers, - . . . •• . . 2s. 8d. , Lea.tkl'~<dt edges), .. i •. · ~?s.>j3d. Cloth {gilt boards), . . .. . . 3s. 6d. Silk ~'hrt.&ii, ,'. . . . ; A ~6d. 

(Special Tartans bound to O!der.) , , " .... ~ ... ,. 1"'""' ~-Illustrated Catalogue of Publications may be liact O!t·'~cil."tton. :IIORISON BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS. 99 BUCHANAN STREElT, GLASGOW. 
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Telegraphic Addreas-" BRIG," Edinburgh. Telephone No. 130. 

lVI. TAYLOR, 
SOOTOH WHISKY MERCHANT, 

1 and 3 PICARDY PLACE, 

LEITH WALK, 

EDINBURGH. 

SOLE REGISTERED PROPRIETOR 

OF THE 

" Brig o' Trams" 

FINE OLD 

Scotch Whisky. 
In Cases of One Doz. Bottles LABELLED 

and CAPSULED. 

And in BUTTS, HHDS., and QR. CASKS in 
Bond-Dnty Paid-or for Exportation • 

.A.LSO 

LOUIS PIERRE 

CHAMPAGNE, 
RESERVE CUJl'EE,. 

Extra Quality,, 
DRY. 
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MELROSE DROVER & Oo.. ~ •/ 
-+> DISTILLERS, ~ c:s 

LEITH. 

Sil ~ 
M.n.~s ~ e 

UNSWEETENED is admittedly ~ r>, ~ tt: ~ 
the safest stimulant ever L'S 0 :: .8 ~ a 
put before the public. ~ ~ i ~ ~ 

~ tus~~ 
uNR1v ALLED As A SP ~ ~ e ~ 

. > C) 0 0 
STOMACH TONIC. ~ 0 Cl> f ~ Ji4 . z 0 

i g ii , ~ :!: =""' <=I 

~ e ~ ~ i ~ SPECIALITIES : ~~·;:...:t ~ 
...ot'4 ..... ! ... ~ ~ ~ GINGER WINE, 
~ = ~ QUININE WINE 
rfi .e lEI ~ LIME JUICE CORDIAL, ' 

~ i ORANGE &AROMATIO"BITTERS, 

0 ~ ~C.O 
< 

GINGER BRANDY, 

CHERRY BRANDY, 

~· 
~ British .Port & Sherr¥~ &c . 

OLD TOM GINJ 

• 
Buyers who are partjcular as to qualitfshou'Id 

~ "" ; 
ask for M. D.'s Goods, ·and: take .1..10 other. 
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.Music in the House .Makes Cheerful Happy Homes. 

CAMPBELL'S GRAND 
PATENT 

Broad-Reed MELODEONS. 
With Organ and Celestial Tone, and Charming Bell Accompaniments. 

.... 
< 
C> ...... 
::E .. 
C> .... 
0 
CJ 

I 

No home should be without tme, 

GRAND NEW MODEL. 
SEASON 1893-94. 

"CHAMPION." 
British Patent, 4,MJS. 
German Patent, &4,110. 

TH~:~;mn~!:::1~~~hai180;;-s:=l !~,~~~:~~::i'f: ~~~::i~~rs~ 
No knowledge of Music is required by the Pl&yer, read the following·

The Editor of the Chnstian .jtge says:-" Having seen a Melodeon, "e 
can fully confirm the wo1tb of it and its perfectly genuine character for 
fine toue, elegance, a.nd portability. 

ENORMOUS DEMAND. SELLING IN THOUSANDS, 
100,000 'I'ES'I'I:M:ONIALS 

SPECIAL OFFERS to the READERS OF "BURNS 
CHRONICLE." 

The " Gem" Melodeon 6/6. The " Miniature" 
Melodeon 10/6. The " Paragon" Melodeon 14/

The "Favourite" Melodeon 16/6. 
Sent Carriage Paid to any address in <heat Britain and 

lreland. 

Also the Largest Assortment in the Kingdom of VIOLINS, GUITARS, 
AND BANJOS, FLUTES, CLARIONETS, AND FLAGEOLETS, CON
CERTINAS. ACCORDIANS AND FLUTINAS, CORNETS AND BRASS 
BAND INSTRUMENTS, DRUMS, ORGAN ACCORDIONS, MUSICAL 
BOXES, a.nd all kinds of Musica.l Instruments. 

SOLD ONLY BY 

CAMPBELL & CO., 116 TRONGATE, 
GLASGOW. 

New Rlust,.ated Price Listi! sent free ol\ Application. 100,000 sent out yearly. 

"A Nicht wi' Burns." 

Try MATHER'S 
CELEBRATED 

SCOTCH HAGGIS 
A TREAT. 

Special 'l'erms to· :Burns Clubs. 

ffi. ffiA1PHEl{, 
BUTCHERJJ 

12 Tollcross, Edinburgh. 
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' ' :EtODERICX ·D:Etr" 
<> E :I:> 

HIGHLAND WHISKY 
THE MOST POPULAR WHISKY OF THE DAY. 

THE THE 
it;i - ·4 

Cream Cream 
OF OF 

SCOTCH SCOTCH 
WHISKY. WHISKY. 

·•·······················• 
Pl'ize · Medals awal'ded whel'evel' ... Exhibited. 

···~······················ 
Messrs. WRIGHT & GREIG, Limited, GLASGow, London, and 
Manchester, Sole Proprietors of this Celebrated Brand,'; have every 
confidence in recommending it to the Trade as one of the Finest 
Whiskies in the Market. They bottle this Oldj.Whisky in bond for 
exportation. 

Important Testimonial from DR. ABBOTTS. 

49 WEYMOUTH STREET, POLTLAND PLACE, W., 
e6th August, 1887. 

I HA VE for several years past recommended the " Roderick Dhu " Whisky to 
all of my patients requiring a sound, pure, and wholesome stimulant; and it 
only needs to be better known ·to ensure its adoption in preference to any 
other spirit for the use of invalids and others: 

WM. ABBOTTS, M.D., 
Jlnnber of the Royal CoUqe of Phyliciam, London; 

Editor, ''Diet;" 
Playncian to the Jlltropolitan F'1'u Ho1p.:tal. 

The North London Hoqiital for Diaea1u of the Cheat. 7'": City Dilpenaary, the Pin1bury Dilpemaf'!I, &;c. 



MAOLEAY, DUfF & 00.' 

"BEEEDOM" 

"Freedom and Whisky " Free<l.om and Whisky 

gang thegither-- go.ng thegither-- · 

Tak' aff yer Dram." 

BURNS. 

f !d fiqliland '"'fliisi:y. 

MATURED in Sherry Wood, Seven Years Old, and recommended by 

· · the Medical Faculty for Medicinal Purposes as equal to the 

Finest Brandy. . 

SOLD BY ALL GROCERS AND SPIRIT MERCHANTS. 

MAC_LEAY, DUFF & CO., 
151 HOPE STREET, 

-
GLASG01ZV. 



JOHN WALKER & SONS, Lrn. 

. 'lbfgbest :awarbs-

SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE, PARIS, JAMAICA, 

DUNEDIN, KIMBERLEY. 

--:o:--

SOLE PROPRIETORS :-CARDOW DISTILLERY, STRATHSPEY; 

ANNANDALE DI'STILLERY, ANNAN; 

KILMARNOCK ; AND LEADENHALL HOUSE, LONDON, E. C. 

.... 


