
  

 

www.rbwf.org.uk 

 

1898 

The digital conversion of this  

Burns Chronicle was sponsored by 

Dr Clark McGinn 

 Past President 

The Burns Club of London 
The digital conversion service was provided by DDSR Document Scanning 
by permission of the Robert Burns World Federation Limited to whom all 
Copyright title belongs. 

 

 

www.DDSR.com 

Limited 
 

Robert Burns World Federation 

Limited 
 



ANNUAL 

jur:ns tllrt>niele 
.A.N"D 

ttub $ireetf)ry. 
(INSTITUTED 4TH SEPTEMBER, 1891.) 

Edited by D. M'NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 

No. VII. Price: 

January, 1898. One ~hilling & Sixpence 

P URLISHED BY THE BURNS FEDERATION, KILMAR:-IOCK. 

PRI NTED BY JOHN HORN, 34 H OWARD STREET, GLASGOW. 

The n'ghls of trans!atim affd reproduction are 1-.sen liil. 



!!lnbti: ·proticthm of 

'm'.ntbt $1'.arlts :!(lnmclt imb 
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~ ~hdiontts' ~au ~tgistrntian. 

SPECIALTY IN WHISKY. 

As Supplied to the British Royal Commission, Victoria House, Chicago, 
Leading Clubs, Hotels, and Wine Merchants at home and abroad. 

COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, 
Cll!CAGO, 1893. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
GLASGOW, 1888. 

As a Scotch Whisky there is nothing finer than 
"Auld Scottie," made from the purest 
selected '.llaterial, and blended with the greatest 
of care. 

Invalids requiring a genuine stimulant will 
find in "Auld Scottie" Whisky one of the 
purest form. For Medicinal purposes it equals 
old Brandy. 

The "LANCET" says-" This Whisky contains 
41 ·75 per cent. of absolute alcohol, equal to 86·28 
per cent. of proof spirit. The residue, dried at 
100° C., amounts to 0·25 per cent. It is a well
matured and excellent whisky." 

NO HIGHER MEDICAL TESTIMONY IS 
ENJOYED BY ANY BRAND. 

As a guarantee of the contents, every bottle is 
enveloped in wire and bears the Proprietor's seal 
in lead, without which none is genuine. 

THUS-

• 
First Award at "World's Fair," Chicago, for Purity of Quality, Superio 

Excellence, Mellowness of Flavour, and Highest Standard of Merit. 

REGISTERED PROPRIETOR: 

JAMES MENZIES, GLASGOW. 
Offices and Stores-68 BA.TH STREET. 

Bonded Warehouse-H.M. CUSTOMS, No. 9, GLASGOW. 
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.600RAllD MID. EifrlLAllD. '.fj~ 

THE GLASGOW AND. ~.RV'f~WESTERN RAILWAY Co~P~Y. giV"es a Direct . (~'I!,~ 
Route between Scotland· and England. . · · ·. ''.\~ 

It is in conjunction• at Oal"lisle with the Midlah'd · RaHwa~ the principa ;:,;;1· 
Termini being/St. Enoch. Clasgow,. and St. Pancras, Lpndon; and a Full and. :~> .. 
Expeditious $'ervice i& given between Glasgow, Paisley, dreenock, Ayr.,. Ardrossan. :«i: 
Kilmarnock, 'Dumfries, etc., and Liverpool, Manchestel-; Bradford;· Leeds, Sheffield, , ·~>£; 
Bristol, Batl!, Birmingham, London, etc. · . . :.j\, 

·, Din~ Cars (Fust·and Third Class) by the Morning and ~eritoon Expresses, · 4~ 
and Sleeplng· 04rs by the Night ·Expre!ses, in each 'qirectien, ~tween Glasgow \~ 
(St. Enoch)'* London (St. Pancras). Lavatory Carriages (;Fi~t and~,Third )·r. 

' ':!! Class) by priilcipal Expresses. . , · . ~f 
~ betw~n Sc9tland and Ell(tlaiid by this, the mqst, :PictuN~· ue , .)t~ 

Route, pass)through the heart of the Burns Country, and helClen of t · · '.::::i 
Tickets to and from Cla$gow, or North thereof, are a1Lowed to .travel vif Y"' ·.~~~ 
(Bums's Bjrtfli;lace): Tickets are also valid for br~k of journey at Duf'lfi es. , 't~ 
(Bums's Buria,l..place). 1 

. • .. • · • f · \ · "'· ', A~~ 
· · . Q.£YDE VfAJ:ERDtG PLAOEB.' . · .. f \ 1 i . -~1 

The Glasga.: allit1 Soutli-West~~n LiJR' to'Gtoee!lOCk (Pnrtc~.~i:r!)~ft;iiei-,n/w.t ~' .. :'it 
conveni.elit for Visitors. to.the whQle of the'' W:atering-~"'Qn'."'°~;;~ of~~ · ·~; 
and Western Highland& and Islands of' Scotland, and PMseOgers· -~~ nrJUgh 
Tickets to o( from· EDf:land have the option of yisiting Glasgow en rmte. . , 

The mest Direct and Expeditious RoUte .to the Island of Arr;ln ls • r. 

Ardrossan; and to· Millport, Cam.pbeltown,J etc., via Fair1ie;:. ». : . ' .. , ·! • 

At Greenock, Ardrossan, and Faulie, Traill8 run 11l9ngside Steaii;i~rs, ~' r~ 
connections are maintained by the Company's own· Flec:t of · M8iiJif&c~t Steamer~, 
also by the "Columba," "Lord of. the Isles," "C»tzean Castle," el;I).·, to the 
Watering-Places on the Firth of Clyde. 

. -,; ,i' 

AYRSHIRE OOAST. 
Express Trains at convenient hours are run ~tween Glasgow and the various , 

Coast Towns. · -1: 
HOTELS. 

The Couapmf:have Hotels .at G!a.sgo'f<l (St. &oc:h),.,A~, and Demfritt, Ur.)ler 
their own management. : :these Hotels will be fonnd tepl'ete with all modern con
'V'enfences ~nd 'oomt'orts. ExFCllent cuisine and· a moderate iiirilff cMstmg thtough~ut.:' ' . 

·- •1'f" 
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:With Pure Linen Fittings (unstarched) 
Sample Shirt 

With Broad Front, o•e stud-hole ... 
8/S' 

Sample Shirt S/6. 

17 /fJ per half-domen. 

19/6 per half-d~. 

Best Shirts on the Market for Resisting Laundry Soaps and Chemicals. 

COPLAN,D LYE, 
SlBXB'X' 11111:.&KEB&, 

CALEDONIAN HOUSE, Sauchiehall Street. QLA8QOW. 
2 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

* * * * 
BURNS' MONUMENT. 

y1s~;;p.. blr ~~~'tf::g.s from all parts of the World. A \'eritable "Shrine" of the " 1Immonal 

The Monument occupies a commanding position in the Kay Park. From the l<>p a :mori 
ei..1.e.nsive and interesting Yiew of the surrounding Country can be obtained. 

The magnificent Marble Statue of the Poet, from the chisel of W. G. Stevenson, A.R.S.A., 
Jklinburgh, is admitted to be the finest in the World. 

The Museum:contains many relics n.nd mementoes of the Poet's life, and the m°"t .valuable 
aRd;interaatinfl collection of the original MSS. in existence, among which arc the following-

TAM 0' SHANTER. 

COTTAR'S SATURDAY NIGHT. 

THE TWA DOGS. 

ADDRESS TO A YOUNG FRIEND. 
Etc., etc. 

The ftunou "ll'Kie" Library also forms part of this collection, and is made up of many 
hundred volumes of Burns literature, including a copy of the famous first Edition of the Poet's 
Works. 

The Monumen~ i• open from JO A.lf. till dusk every day (Sundays exoepLed). 
Visi'°n ~re requested to sign their n1>mes in the Yioitors' book. 

3 



.. NOW !if'V1J-~~00f .. >1T111.:,fijllff£ THING! · 

1ita11Psort·s 
COR~ PLASTER 

by. taking. 

.· ~utc~J.i puJJfiJ 
~.. . ~.,. • .......,. G 

CORNS, 

BUNIONS, 
AND 

ENLARGED 

TOE JOINTS. 

Packets, 1/1! each, 
post free. 

.A. POSITIVE CURE 
:ror all NERVOUS il'PBC· 
T.IONS, EXJIAUBTIOR, DE
BILITY, DEPRESSION, LOSS 
of BRAIN or NERVE POWER. 
HYSTERIA. Loss of Memol'J', 
Sleeplessness, ParaJYsts, In· , 
digeatloD, He&dacbe, Losa 
of Appetite, Neuralgla. 
Toothache, RheUmatilAD, 
LUlllbago, Gout, SC1a.t1ca, &c. 

SEE YOU GET NERVETONINE. 

Bottles, 1/9, 919, and 418. 
post tree. / 

M. F. T.'s Dentifrice Water ensures Beautiful, Sound, White Teeth, Healthy Gums, and 
Fragrant Breath. Bottles, 1/6 a.nd 2/6. 

M. F. T,'s Hyclenic &kin Cream for aJI Skin Alfections, Eczema., &c. It ne-rer fai• 
· Bott1es, 1/l!t and 2/3 each. 

M. F. T.•s Hygienic Crystals, Smelling Sa.Its ; Antiseptic; Refreshing and lnvigo,ailng: 

M. F. T.•s New Faehlonable Perfllme, JriQl•ttes de Russie; Exquisite and Refreshing. 
Bottles, 2/, 8/6, &c. - · . . .. . ·, 

s-uln• ,_m 

M F THOM n:s:o·N' 106:llTRAL 
• • .. ~ . , .. r • . J PHARNIAO'r, 

' . ~ ' ~ ~ . \ .. . \ .... 

17 GORDON 81'Ra&T, GLASGOW. 

'i 
l ~ 

. ~ , . 

·' , ' 



TIHE above is a sketch of the Memorial in course of erection at 

- Mauchline. Already over £3700 has been subscriped, but £1300 

i~ still required for the endowment of the Homes. 

Patrone. 
His GRACE THE DUKE OF HAMILTON. 
Hrs GRACE THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 
THE MosT NOBLE THE MARQUIS OF BUTE. 
LORD ROSEBERY. 
THE EARL OF GLASGOW. 
SIR CHARLES TENNANT, BART, 
J. G. A. BAIRD, EsQ., M.P. 

And others. 

Honorary Prealdent. 
MAJOR-GENERAL SIR CLAUD ALEXANDER OF BALLOCHMYLE, BART. 

t' -, 

•; :·',, 
l'. ,r · ..... ) 

Preeldent. 
MARCUS BAIN, C.C., J.P., WOODSIDE, MAUCHLINE. 

Vlce·Preelden't'. 
HAMILTON MARR, Gov~N. 

Honorary Trp-urer, 
THOMAS KILLIN, 168 WEST GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW. 

Honorary Secretarlee. 
W. S. M'MILLAN, WELLINGTON CHAMBERS, AYR. 
Dllf· JAMES F. GEMMILL, P'AliK~A, DuM.llRtcK:.,. 

'· .. , .... ~: ' " : ' ' :-.; ~ . •' ~ ,) t. 
< ~., ' 

'_,· ' .: )_,l 

SUBSCRIPT.lltll r&llRU.11 BE SENT TQ·: THE dlONIUIAll il"REASURER. 
5 

•t, 

''. '~ ;1 ~ ' - 1 ,_,<\i._~ . ,i,.'' .,· '" .· ... 

' :.t~~ 
' ;~ 

' ··;~ 

''1 ;\~ 

:,~ 
-,~ 

·~ti 
,. "' .~ , :t-;~ 



i'f ~l';'< 'i, ~,;:t•-:-:-r- ~:· .:~- o-j' ';{':•,:-~· fl.i' :>r,'~:'~-~.~i';"'.''?;.'1l:~ ;~~:-r~~~,1; ~0·~·;.~~-~~~~t: 

;;~/ ADVEllTISEMKN'l'S. . ''. . : .;''.~ 
(l;C, J.', 
.... < 

r~~ ... ·_:, 
>;; ' ~ 
!<>• 

~, 
'" ' 13-)g ... f~ 

.. ~·· ··.~ '""*Ifs'"' ,, .. ,·--·'· ,,~ ... ~'·~ff• h f BAGS ' · .. _, . :.· ,,. 
< • > i' ' .. .,.,. ~: '.'\'!~ 

• ' ' < ~ ;,,,J, .... 
, ' ' t 

I < D~ESS BASKETS, D~ESS CASES, 
AND .A.LL KINDS OF 

TRRVEl.LING REQUISITES, 
Largest .Stock in Scotland. , 

SPECIAL VAL~E IN PITTED DRESSING BAGS AND OASES. 

Splendid As8ortment of Goods' Suitable fop PPesentatlon . 

. Uft!8~Eiul.tAS,. ·SUfi!Stf,ADJ!S, WAu~Ifl1.6 STIC~S • .. 
Large Seleotion. Splendid Value. 

WATERPROOFS 
In all the Newest Styles and Mqst Fashionable Materiids. 
LADIES' from IOS 6d to 38s 6d ; <GENTLEMEN'S from 
llSS 6d to 6os. 

SOAKING RAINPROOF COATS, 
yet Porous, Tailor-made, Splendid Fitting Garment, 
ftom 42s. 

BICYCLES, "Saltley," 
with DUNLOP TYRES, Detachable Mild 
Gmuds. LADIES', £12 IOS; GENTLEMEN'S, 

£n IOS. 

GOLF REQUISITES, 
from Best Makers, at Makers' 
Splendid Assortment. 

Prices. 

SADDLERY, HARNESS, 
K1UD' W"l!RI! 010 YOU GfT $UC" NICI! Tli'AVft 
-u~R~our&rTE&• -v l"AOMLfCKrfCiRAHAl'IS HORSE CLOTHING, 
116UHrOH s• THn HOLD THf LAR~fST A~"'"'~"T and all kinds of Stable Requisites. 
Ml THf (JTY AHO AT llfltY MOOfRATE f'ltl«S Tlrt 11ftlol 

HIGHLAND DRESS ACCOUTREMENTS-Sporrans, Dirks, 
Skean Dhus, Brooches, &c. 

COMPR•Ht:N81VE PRICt: LIST, POST FREE, ON APPLICATION. 

LECKIE, GRAHAM 
·118 :'UNION STREET, 

6 

& co., 
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AD v K l\TIS lDI ~;;-as. 

PT. ENOCH PTATION JIOTEL. 

---- J 
-·=--= 

~GLASGOW)~ 

11 
"t.-" ~ "'-" ~" ~ PHILIP BLADES, Manager. ':f 1':'cx;~'1C)G "•°'t< 

'THIS FIRST-CLASS HOTEL, situated in the centre of Glasgow, at the 

Terminus of the GLASGOW AND SOUTH-WESTERN and MIDLAND 

RAILWAYS, adjacent to the Wharves of the Clyde-sailing Steamers 

and Atlantic Liners, and within easy distance of the other Railway 

Stations, afiards ample accommodation to 

(]ta.milies, q:.oTZrists, a.nd (Sommercia.Z Gentlemen. 

~I· SOO ROOMS (Ei~c,!~::!~!t). -1=;-

Numerous Private Suites of Apartments and Sitting Rooms, handsomely 

furnished Public Rooms, including Restaurant, General Coffee Rooms, 

Table d'Hote Room, Drawing Room, Family, and Music Room, Writing, 

Reading, Smoking, and Billiard Rooms, Hydraulic Lifts · for Pass!mgera 

and I,uggage, and all modern iUlDrovements and conveniences. 



IN THE PRICE OF 

WHITE, .. s-:H-·l .. RTS. 
-~D WHITE SHIRTS 

, •I 
Straight from the needle to 

the , customer .. a,t. wholflll&le. 
priees. '( 

. Hundreds oi" thou~' 
have already been distributK · 
through Great Britain &lJ'l 
the Colonies, and froin ' an 
quarters unsolicited -testimo
nials and repeat orders are 
being daily received. --

· -... 3 QlfALITIES~ 
Bo. 1.-" THB DEFIANCE.-" 

Pute ~ cuffs and fronfi.. 
A wonderful shirt. 2/6 e8eh, 
14{6 half dozen, ~t free ~ . .., 

No. - 2. - "'fHE CoN
QUEROR.'-, Reversible <emffs 
to bntton be.ck or front. 8/8 
ea.eh, 18/9 ha.If, ~w, pop 
free. 

t.· ·~ No. 8.-" THE CITY SHIRT." Fit for a duke to wear. Reversible cuffs, and 
tq~n.~ or front. 3/1 eaoh,.21/6 per ha.If.dozen, post·free. 

WHEN ORDERING, MENTION SIZE OF NECK,.BAND. 
. .... , 
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ADVEll'fISEMEN'l'.S. 

'·· 

---~THE WIN.DSOR 

' 

250 ST. VINCENT STREET, 

GLAS GOW 

ALBERT M. THEIM; PROPRIETOR AND MANAGER .. 

Pu1veyor to Her Majesty's Loni Hi'gk Commiss_ioner; 

:: ! 
ALSO, Plmi'RIETOR OF l -' 

T:S:E "W"INDSOR HOTEL~ 

100 PRINCES STREET,· EDINBURGH. 

•' 

---2..~~~~~~~-..,,..--,,.-..,......,----,,~~__,~~._.;__,_~ 
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HELENSBURGH 
• 

QUEEN'S HOTEL--
Stands in its own · Grounds, 

Ovetrlooking the fHirth of Clyde. 
Near Craigendoran Station and Pier, and most convenient for the. 
aumerous steamers calling there. Is nearest to Golf Course and the ' 

terminus of the West Highland Railway. 

QUIET AND RETIRED FOR FAMILIES. 
FINE HALLS FOR PLEASURE PARTIES. 

POSTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 

"' Jiot, f.SoZd, and Saower ])at'h.s. 

CHARGES MODERATE. - SATURDAY To MONDAY TERMS 

A. & H. SCHNAKE, Proprietors. 
Telephone No. 38. Telecram-" Queen's," Helenebu._... 

IMPERIAL 
:S:ELENSEURG:S::_ 

FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL. 
OPPOSITE PIER, AND NEAR RAILWAY STATION • 

.SPLENDID BILLIAR.D R.OOM - TWO TABLES. 
BREAKFASTS, LlJNCHEONS, AND DINNERS. 

SPLENDID OIROULAR DRIVE ROUND THE LOOHS. 
• LOCH LOMOND, LOCH LONG, and GARELOCH-35 miles. 

GLENFRUIN, or GLEN OF SORROW, 
The Scene of the Massacre of the Colquhouns by the M'Gregors, 16o3-15 miles. 

DUMBARTON and BALLOCH-20 miles. 

- '~! 
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A. .SCHNAKE, Proprietor:; t~ 
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ADVKRTISDIBHTS. I ' 

FE~GUSON and FO~~ESTElt 
36 BUCHANAN STREET, 

~GLASGOW. 

+++++ 

COOKS, CONFECTIONERS, RESTAURATEURS, &.G. 

J.1arria9e IDinners, E'3enin9 ~arties, arid ~alls 

ESTIMATED FOR. 

+++++ 

Gold and Sihte:rr :Plate on fti:rre. ~ · 

~ Wines and Spi:rrits at Wholesale :P:rriees. 

+++++ 

~OF dLASGOW. ~ ' 

II 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

BURNS, 
EXCISE OFFICER AND Po ET. 

A VINDICATION. 4th EDITION, 1897. 

P n 

f·'· J. SINTON, Supervisor of Excise. 
! 
r 

An Appreciative, Sympathetic, and Spirited 

Sketch of Burns's Excise career. Completely 

refutes the libellous gossip of a century. 

Twenty Portraits, Illustrations, and Fac

similes. 

Fun' Cloth, Is 6d; Boards, Is ; Post Free. 

From J. SINTON, 39 CAVENDISH PLACE, 
CARLISLE. 

TO THE "BURNS CLUBS." 

THE " -SCOTTISH MINSTREL.." 
A Selection of Favourite Songs, &c. , harmonised and arranged for Male Voices. 

Edited by ALEX. PATTERSON. 
I. There was a lad was born in Kyle (Solo and Chorus), T . T.B. 2d 
2. Of a' the airts the wind can blaw, T.T. B.B. 2d 
3. Afton Water, T.T.Jl.B . 3d 
4. A man's a man for a' that (Solo and Chorus), T. T.B . 2d 
5. The deil cam' fiddlin' thro' the toun, T. T. i;. 3d 
6. Corn Rigs ... (Solo and Chorus), T.T.B. B. 3d 
7. Burns' Grace, T.T. B.B. 3d 
8. 0 Willie brew'd a peck o' maut (Shore), T.T.B. 3d 
9. Auld Langsyne (Solo and Chorus), T.T.B. 2d 

IO. Jessie, the Flower o' Dunblane, T.T.B.B. 3d 
I r. Green thorn of the hill of Ghosts, T. T. B. B. 3d 
12. Scots wha hae, T.T.B. 3d 

P. S. &> Co. would call the spaial attention of" Bums Clubs " to No. 7 of tliis Series. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 

PATERSON, SONS & co., 
I)ianofo'Z'te a.nd Jr]usio·selZeZ's, 

152 BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW; 
AYR, DUMFRIES, PAISLEY, and KILMARNOCK. 

12 
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AlWEJl'l'ISEMEN!l'S. 

i'fua . i I ··''-·. , ..• ' ., __ . ., ' .. 
ESTABLISHED ~ 1 '7 e o. 9'-

r 

'21.f' @/}J!l\;'$ ,• '\, 

WILLIAM WALLACE & CO., 
' 

--$1· KILMARNOCK, ·1s;:.

DISTILLERS' AGENTS, AND BLENDERS Of HIGHLAND WHISKIES .. 

.A CENTURY and a quarter's experience has enabled the 

firm to acquire a special knowledge of SCOTCH 

WHISKIES, and the ·adaptability' ·of the various qualities for

blending, so as to produce a mild-flavoured and Delicious. 

'Yb~ky. 

PROPRIETORS OF Tt-lE F~MEJ!> 

.. REAL. MACKAY ·wH is·Kv.··· 
In Bulk and Cases, for llome:awt upid ~. ·:. ,_ .! • • ~· 

S ... ::M:J?LES AND J?EJ:OES ON .APJ?LJ:CATJ:ON-

Excise Bonded Warehouses :-71 TIOHFIELD STREET .. 
'":l: ... .·.• .. .. ·' ' . .... . . .. ' 

· 1· ,...)6fftb~ :::lr..5a;:.:PGRTLANDi .S'f~KILMARNOOK. 
13 
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Futtniturre. 11-: ___,.._-
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Cattpets. 

II Cutttainsl 
/ 

' ~ 

Arch. Stewart & Co., 
42 UNION STQ.EET, ,I 

\, 

~ GLASGOW •. /~~ 

CRTRLOGUES 

JIND 

-~ 't 
ESTIMRTES FREE •. _:1 
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PREFACE. 

Tm: events of the Death Centenary having been deart with 

in the special issue of last year, the present number has been 

compiled on the original plan of the Chromde, which has 

been carried out in detail so far as the limited space at our 

disposal permitted. .Though the "Notes and Queries" section 

-perhaps not the least interesting of former issues-has again 

been crowded out, we hope to make good the deficiency by 

devoting more space to it in future issues. 

The Editorial staff has been much encouraged by the very 

enthusiastic meeting held at Greenock in June last. If the 

pledges then given by the delegates to support the Chronicle 

in their several localities are in any degree redeemed, the

permanent success of the periodical will be fully assured. 

To our contributors we again return our warmest thanks; 

and in connection with our illustrations, we beg specially to 

acknowledge the valuable services of Mr. Thomas Ferguson, 

Nursery Mills, Kilmarnock, who, from the first, has taken the 

most lively interest in our labours. 

We have also to congratulate the Federation on the very 

appreciative notices of the Chronicle which have appeared in 

the press. 
IJ. M'NAUGHT. 

BEN RIG, 

KIU!AURS, IS! .fanuary, z898. 



83urns (l)bituarg. 

'(Addenda and Corrections, supplementary to the 5th Issue of the 
Chronicle, published in I896.) 

:[The Editor begs to tender his thanks to the numerous correspondents 
who have assisted him in drawing out this record. He specially 
acknowledges the valuable aid of Mr. W. Innes Addison, Matricu
lation Office, The University, Glasgow, who has spared neither 
time nor trouble in verifying the more questionable dates.] 

A . 
.Adam, Dr. Alexander, Edinburgh. Died 1809. 
Albany, Duchess of. Died November 14, 1789. 
Anderson, Dr. James, of "The Bee." Died October 15, 18o8; 

aged· 69. 
Armstrong, John, Poet, Edinburgh. Died 1797, aged 26. 

B. 
Bannatyne, Rev. George, Glasgow. Died 1769. 

Died 1856, aged 83. 
1803, aged 68. 

Barbauld, Mrs., Poetess. Died 1825. 
Benson, Miss (Mrs. Basil Montague). 
Beattie, Dr. James. Died August 18, 
Blair, Sir David Hunter. Died 1857. 
Brodie of Brodie. Died January 17, 1824. 
Bruce, Rev. John, Forfar. Died 1817. 
Bruce, James, African Traveller. Died 1794. 
Burnes, RoLert, Writer, Stonehaven. Died 1816. 
Burnes, Robert, Author of "Thrummie Cap." Died 
Burness, Sir Alex., of Cabul fame. Died 1852. 
Burnside, Rev. Dr. Wm., Dumfries. Died January 
Burnside, Mrs. Dr. William. Died 1838, aged 79. 

c. 
Campbell, Lord Frederick. Died 1816. 

1826. 

5, 1806, agd 5.S. 

Campbell, Ilay, M.P. Died March 281 18231 aged 89. 
Campbell, Bruce. Died 18131 aged 79. 
Cardonnel, Adam De. Died 1820. 
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Carlini, Italian Clown. Died 1783. 
Carleton, Sir Guy (Lord Dorchester). Died Nov£mber 10, 1808, rgcd 8+ 
Chalmers, Mr., Printer, Aberdeen. Died 1810. 
Charteris, Francis, of Amisfield. Died 1808. 
Christison, Alexander, High School, Edinburgh. Died 1820. 
Clinton, Lord. Died 1795. 
Cockburn, Mrs., of Fernilee. Died 1795. 
Crawford, Thomas, Cartsburn, Greenock. Died 1791. 
Cunninghame, Sir William, of Milncraig. Died 1828. 

D. 
Daer, Lord William Basil. Died March 5, 1794, aged 32. 
Doig, Mr., Schoolmaster, Devon Valley. Died March 16, 18oo, 

aged 81. 
Don, Sir Alexander. Died April, 1826. 
Dowie, John, Edinburgh. Died 1817. 
Dumouriez, General. Died March 14, 1823, aged 84. 
Dunbar, William, W.S. Died 1807. 
Dundas, Right Hon. Henry. Died 1871. 
Dunlop, General, of Dunlop. Died June, 1828. 
Dunlop, Major Andrew. Died 18o4. 

F. 
Falconer, Mr. (Author of "The Shipwreck"). Died circa 1770. 
Fergusson, Alexander, of Craigdarroch. Died 1796. 
Fergusson, Sir Adam (Deputy Keeper of Scottish Regalia). Died 18;+ 
Franklin, Benjamin. Died 1790. 
Fraser, Thomas, Hautboy-Player, Edinburgh. Died 1825. 

G. 
Gage, General Thomas. Died 1787. 
Glencairn, John, 7th Earl of. Died Septembe1 
Gordon, Professor, Aberdeen. Died 1797. 
Gordon, of Kenmure. Died 1840. 
Gordon, Lord George. Died 1793. 
Grant, Rev. Alexander, Calder. Died 1828. 
Grose, Francis, F.S.A. Died May 18, 1791, 

tombstone in Drumcondra Churchyard. 
it May 12. 

II. 

aged 60, according to his 
The Scots Moga~ine ha:> 

Hall, Sir James, of Dunglass. Died June 23, 1832, aged 7r. 
Hamilton, John ("Wee Curly John"). Died in 1862. 
Hamilton, Wilhelmina (Mr&. Tod, Mauchline). Died 1858. 
Hamilton, Jacobina ("Little Beenie "). Died 1822. 
Hamilton, Rev. George, Gladsmuir. Died 1832. 
Hancock, President. Died 1793. 
Hay, Lewis. Died February 28, 1800. 
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Henderson, Captain Matthew. Died November '2'1', 1788. 

Heron, Rev. James, of Kirkgunzeon. , Died l8er. 

Home, Anne (Mrs. Dr. John Hunter). Died l82r. 

Hopetoun, James, 3rd Earl ot: Died 1817. 

Howe, General Sir William. Died 1814. 
Hurdis, Rev. James, Poet. Died 1801. 

J. 
Johnston, Sir James, of W esterhall. 
Johnstone, Sir William, of Pulteney. 

L. 

Died 1794· 
Died 1805. 

Loudoun, Flora, Countess of. Died 1840. 

Lowe, John, Poet. Died 1798. 

M. 

Maitland, Lord. Died September 13, 1839, aged 80. 

Marshall, 'Villiam, Poet, Aberdeen. Died May 29, 1833, aged 85. 

Marshall, William, Author. Died 1818. 

Maxwell, Rev. George, Buittle. Died June 24, 1807, aged 45. 

Maxwell, James, Poet, Paisley. Died 1800. 

Meikle, Andrew, Mechanic, Dunse. Died l8II. 

Mitchell, Rev. Andrew, Aberlemno. Died 1794-· 

Mitchelson, Samuel. Died June 21, 1788. 

Monro, Alexander, Professor, Edinburgh. Three generations. Father 

died July lo, 1767, aged 80; Son, died October 2, 1817, aged 84;. 

Grandson, died March lO, 1859, aged 86. 

Montague, Lady Mary Wortley. Died 1762. 

Montgomerie, General Richard. Died December 31, 1775 (?) 

Moore, Dr. John, London. Died February 21, 1802, aged 73. 

Muir, Thomas, of Seditious fame. Died 1796, 

Murray, Sir William, of Ochtertyre (5th Bart.) Died 1800. 

Macleod, General Norman, of Dunvegan. Died 18or. 

M'Morine, Rev. William, Caerlaverock. Died Nov. 3, 1832, aged 77. 

M'Whinnie, Mr., Writer, Ayr. Died October 4, 1819. 

N. 
Neilson, Rev. Edward, Kirkbean. Died March 31, 1824. 

o. 
Osnaburg, Frederick of. Died 1827. 

O'Keefe, John, Dramatist. Died 1833. 
Oswald, Richard A., of Auchencruive. Died 1874. 

P. 

Palmer, Rev. Thomas Fysh~, of Seditious fame. Died 1802. 

Prentice, Archibald, of Covington Mains. Died 1857. 
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R. 
Riddel, Mrs. Robert. Died 1801. 
Rose, Hugh, of Kilravock. Died 1827. 
Rose, Mrs. (Widow of Hugh, 18th Laird). Died 1813. 
Ronald, Anne, Bennals. Died 1828, aged 61. 

s. 
Sackville, George, Viscount. Died 1785. 
Schetki, J. G. C., Violinist, Edinburgh. Died 1824. 
Selkirk, 4th Earl of. Died May 24, 1799, aged 77. 
Sharpe, Charles Kilpatrick, of Hoddam. Died March 18, 1851, 

aged 70. 
Sheridan, Richard Brinsley. Died 1816. 
Shield, William, Composer. Died J 829. 
Simson, Patrick. · Died 1848. 
Smeaton, Dr., Burgher Minister of Kilmaurs. Died circa 1788. 
Smith, James, of Mauchline. Died in St. Lucia, West Indies. 
Smith, Rev. Andrew, Dunse. Died 1789. 
Storace, Stephen, Dramatist. Died 1796. 

T. 
Tennant, Mrs. Margaret (" Meg the Mither "). Died 1823. 
Tennant, Janet ("Sister Janet"). Died 1843. 
Tennant, Alexander (" Singin' Sannock "). Died August r l, 1841. 
Townshend, Hon. Charles, Taymouth. Died 1810. 
Thriepland, Sir Stuart. Died 1805. 

u. 
Urbani, Petro, Musician, Edinburgh. Died 1816. 

W. 
Washington, General. Died 1799. 
Whyte, James, Jamaica Planter. Died 1822, aged 90. 

Y. 
Young, Rev. Walter, Erskine. Died August 6, 1814, aged 69. 



THE EARNOCK MANUSCRIPTS. 

NEW LIGHT ON CURRIE'S BIOGRAPHY. 

ON 26th July, 1796, five days after the death of Burns, 

Dr. Currie, in a letter to John Syme, says-" I never 

saw this original genius but for a few minutes, in l 792, in the 

streets of Dumfries. In the little conversation I had with him, 

I could easily distinguish that bold, powerful, and ardent mind, 

which, in different circumstances, might have influenced the 

history of nations." And then he goes on to ask what Burns 

died of, the number of his family, and the circumstances in 

which they had been left. On l5th August of the same year 

he informed the same correspondent that he had yielded to 

the solicitations of Mrs. Dunlop and other friends of the 

deceased Poet and consented to write his biography, as well 

as supervise an edition of his collected works for the benefit of 

the widow and children. Dr. Currie's edition, as all the world 

knows, was issued in May, 1800, and was accepted by the public 

as an authoritative and impartial estimate of the genius and 

character of Burns. But it is perfectly clear that Dr. Currie 

had no personal knowledge of the Poet, and that he conse

quently had to proceed entirely upon hearsay evidence in 

dealing with the vague rumours and reports regarding the 

Poet's conduct during the closing years of his life. The value 

of the evidence of any great man's contemporaries depends, of 

course, upon the standing and qualifications of the witnesses 

put in evidence. "rho, then, were Dr. Currie's inform:mts? 

He himself tells us. On 8th February, 1797, he acknowledges 

receipt of "the remains of Poor Burns," in the shape of a huge 

mass of letters and manuscripts, including the complete sweep

ings of his desk and private repositories, unarranged and 

unexamined, and sent to Liverpool with all their sins upon 

their head. Confronted with this chaos,* the difficulty and 

magnitude of his task began to dawn upon him, and he wrote 

* In estimating Dr. Currie's work, it must be kept in view that he 

bad only copies of many of the letters before him, and not originals. 
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to Syme-"Your coming here is essential; and that you may 
understand how much so it is, I declare most solemnly that if 
you do not come I will write to G. Burns, and publish a 
manifesto abandoning the work. When you come 
here, I have a bed and a private room for you. There I will 
set you to work, with pen and ink before you ; and I will be 
with you as much as I can. You shall be as 
retired and as abstemious as a hermit; and you shall rise with 
the sun, and go to bed as he goes down." In the autumn of 
1 797 Gilbert Burns and John Syme did go to Liverpool, and 
during the fortnight they remained there, we have it on the 
authority of his son, Dr. Currie obtained "most ample and 
interesting personal details, and much important assistance in 
the arrangement and elucidation of the numerous MSS." No 
biographer could have taken greater precautions than these to 
ensure the thoroughness and reliability of his information. 
Further, we have perused the record of Dr. Currie's negotia
tions with the publishers as well as with the representatives of 
Burns's family, and all through there is ample testimony to the 
conscientiousness and earnestness which he brought to bear in 
endeavouring to appear at bis best in the great work he had 
set himself to perform. And the more consideration is due 
to him when it is remembered that his editorial labours were 
frequently interrupted by physical suffering and decaying 
health, and that what he did accomplish was not inspired by 
hope of fee or reward, unless, indeed, his consuming ambition 
to shine as a critic and man of taste be considered a sufficiently 
substantial inducement. As we have said, his work on Burns 
was most favourably received; but if any weight attaches to the 
opinion of such a competent jµdge as Charles Lamb, it does 
not appear to have met with unanimous approval in the literary 
circles of that era. Lamb, writing to Coleridge in the autumn 
of 1800, thus speaks of it :-"Have you seen the new edition 
of Burns-his posthumous works and letters? I have only 
been able to procure the first volume which contains his life
very confusedly and badly written, and interspersed with dull 
pathological and medical discussions. It is written by a Dr. 
Currie. Do you know the well-meaning doctor? Alas! ne 
sutor ultra crepidam." This criticism, though adverse, is at 
least good-humoured and charitable. If, in attempting a life 
of Burns, Dr. Currie was really the shoemaker who forsook his 



11 

last, it is but fair to say that he undertook the task with great 

unwillingness, that he performed it with laudable zeal and 

the best intentions, and that his principal motive was to make 

provision for the Poet's widow and children. For his strictures 

on the private side of the character of the Poet, those who pre

sumably laid the facts before him must in the first place be 

held responsible, for there are no sufficient grounds for 

supposing that he approached his subject with a prejudiced 

mind. That these facts were, in some way or other, 

grossly exaggerated is put beyond a doubt by the later 

testimony of Mr. Findlater and Mr. Gray, as well as by 

the protest of Gilbert Burns after hearing what these gentlemen 

had to say. Dr. Currie erred in examining too circumscribed 

a field. He pinned his faith to John Syme and Gilbert Burns, 

from whose evidence he undoubtedly made erroneous deduc

tions. What the latter has to say for himself will appear in what 

follows. After that, so far as the written record goes, Syme is 

the only witness left;* and the question then presents itself why 

Dr. Currie did not put himself into communication with such 

men as Mr. Findlater and Mr. Gray, whose evidence was 

denied to the world till Peterkin published it in 181 5, ten 

years after the date of Dr. Currie's death. The publication of 

that evidence altered the complexion of affairs entirely, but the 

Currie view was not to be abandoned without a determined 

attempt, on the part of Mr. Roscoe, to vindicate the literary 

reputation of his deceased friend at the expense of the 

personal character of the dead Poet. In the memoir of his 

father, published by l\Ir. W. W. Currie in 1831, he complains 

that during his father's life not a whisper reached his 

ears which could convey the idea that by "exaggerated state

ments" or "unfounded misrepresentations" he had done any 

injustice to the memory of Burns, but that lately various 

admirers and biographers, including Gilbert Burns himself, had 

come before the public accusing him of these self-same exag

gerations and misrepresentations. In the work referred to, 

he declines, however, to enter into any controversy. Through 

the kindness of Sir John Watson, Bart., of Earnock, we are 

* There is not the slightest evidence in proof of what has been so 

often confidently asserted, viz., that between Dr. Maxwell (Burns's 

physician) an<l Dr. Currie a closer intimacy existed than appears in the 

formal reference to the former in Vol. I. of Currie's work. 



12 

·a:.· ~/d,u,: 
/cff6. 



13 

privileged to lay before our readers a series of letters bearing 

on the edition of Currie, edited by Gilbert Burns, and published; 

by Cadell & Davies in 1820. These letters form the contents. 

of one of three sumptuously-bound quarto volumes,, in which 

are preserved hundreds of original documents of inestimable 

value to the explorer in the Currie and Cromek field of Burns 

literature, all of which have been generously placed at our 

disposal. The instalment which we print this year· has been, 

selected on account of the fresh light it throws upon the 

biography of Currie, and the difficulties with which Gilbert 

Burns had to contend in his abortive attempt to remove the 

unfavourable impressions which the "well-meaning doctor" had 

wittingly or unwittingly created. The docutnents are best left 

to tell their own tale, save where a few remarks may tend to. 

emphasise their import and connection. It wilt be observed 

that they do not come in chronological order, the compiler 

apparently disregarding dates for the sake of continuity in the 

narrative. 'Ve adhere to his order. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT Bu'RNS. 

London, 18th August, 1815. 

Dear Sir,-We have been, for a considerable time past, intending for 

ourselves the pleasure of writing to you, but a very serious indisposition has 

hitherto prevented us-at length, however, we feel ourselv£s. equal to the 

exertion, and we trust to your experienced kindness for your excusing us... 

breaking in upon you. The subject upon which we have been anxious 

to address you, is that of the works of your very distinguished brother; .. 

and our object is the obtaining your valuable co-operation. and assistance 

in bringing forward a new and improved edition, in a way calculated to 

do justice to them in all respects. The necessity of bringing forward 

such an edition, sanctioned by your name as Editor, becomes more and 

more evident, day after day, and the warmest friends. of your brother's .. 

memory will be delighted to find his admirable productions sustained 

and cherished by your brotherly care. In what particular way you 

shall extend your assistance to us on this interesting occasion, your own .. 

good judgment will direct you much better than any suggestions of ours, 

and we shall be most happy in showing a due sense of the obligation 

in whatever manner we think most likely to be most acceptable to you.

We are, etc., 
CADELL. & DAVIES. 

W. WALLACE CURRIE TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Liverpool, 8th February, 1808. 

Sirs,- . • • We have Mr. Cromek here now; he tells. 

me he ha~ been very >uccessful in his last journey to Scotland. The 
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few papers of Burns that remain in my possession, Mr. Roscoe and myself 
have looked over, and he was to talk to Mr. C. about them yesterday 
.at Allerton. I think my father took all that was good. I know he told 
1me a little time before his death that I might as well burn the whole, 
which, however, I never did . .-Yours, etc., 

W.W. C. 

GILBERT BURNS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 
Grant's Braes, near Haddington, 

8th September, 1815. 

Gentlemen,-1 received your letter of the l8th August which I would 
bave answered sooner but for the hurry of the season and much distress in 
my family, having lost one daughter lately and another not likely to live 
many weeks. I should be very willing to co-operate with you in a new 
and selected edition of my brother's works, but m11st premise to you that in 
August last year I was applied to by a Mr. Peterkin, then of Edinburgh, 
who informed me he had engaged with some Edinburgh booksellers who 
were preparing a reprint of Dr. Currie's edition of my brother's life and 
writings (then considered public property from the lapse of the years pro
tected by the Statute), that he was to furnish some prefatory matter in 
which he was to endeavour to remove some misrepresentations of my 
brother's character, and requesting my assistance for that purpose. I 
pointed out to him where he might apply for facts, and wrote him a 
1;hort letter, which, I understand, appears in the introduction of that 
edition, published, I believe, by Messrs. M'Reddie, Mackersie, Skelly, 
& Co. If upon the perusal of Mr. Peterkin's work you should consider the 
appearance of my name there no hindrance to the advantage you would 
expect from my appearing editor of a new edition by you, I will very 
willingly enter farther with you in explanation of the work I should have to 
do. I must, however, inform you that I cannot appear as editor of any 
.edition of my brother's works which is not selected. by my direction, and, 
as an instance of what I mean, I consider that probably not above the half 
of the unlucky gleanings by Mr. Cromek would be thought fit for pub
lishing. I shall never cease to blame myself for allowing him to go on 
with his plunder, and it is the only part of your conduct, I think, I have 
reason to be dissatisfied with, that you published the rapacious unworthy 
.collection without s11bmitting it previously for my consideration, as yo11 
know had been particularly specified in respect to any publication of new 
matter, you should think of making under the right conveyed to you. I do 
not· know what improvements you would attempt in a new edition. I do 
not think any new matter of the author's could be added to what you have 
already published, nor would my habits and avocations allow my writing 
much. I think the only thing I could do to give value to the edition, after 
writing some advertisements to be prefixed, explanatory of my motives for 
bringing forth the edition, would be by writing some explanatory notes to 
the life and correspondence which might give some additional interest to 
them. If this meets your views, or if anything else occurs to you which 
may b! prac.icab!e for me, I shall be very glad to hear from you, and you' 
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may say what you think such co-operation on my part might be worth, as 
J[ have a sacred purpose to which I wish to apply anything which might 
accrue from it, which I may afterwards explain to you, and which will 
require the utmost which can be afforded.-! am, etc., 

GILBERT BURNS. 

The "sacred purpose " Gilbert here refers to was the 
i-ep:iyment of the sum of £180 lent him by the Poet, out of 
ithe proceeds of the Edinburgh Edition, for the purpose of 
.carrying on the farm of Mossgiel. The letter containing the 
.exact terms of Gilbert's agreement with Cadell & Davies is 
.unfortunately awanting, but from other sources we learn that 
•he valued his services at £soo for two editions. The work, 
however, fell flat, and never got beyond the first edition, for 
·which Gilbert received £ 2 50. 

W. WALLACE CURRIE TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Liverpool, 27th July, 1806. 

Dear Sirs,-1 sometime ago received a letter from you annouucing 
-your intention of publishing a new edition of my father's life of Bum5, 
and asking whether amongst his papers there yet remained any poems or 
-0ther articles which might be inserted. Mr. Roscoe and myself both 
Jooked carefully through all the papers of Burns, but could find nothiug, 
and this he told you, I believe. We neither of us ever heard my father 
mentioning anything as remaiuing to be given to the world. I write now 
to beg you will tell me how soon you expect the work to Le out, and to 
ibeg that you will, in compliance with the wish I expressed to Mr. Davies 
in London, send me down the final proofs for inspection before they are 
struck off. The numerous errors in the last edition of the Medical Reports 
render this necessary, I think. Several errors have met my eye in that 
work, and I have noted them, so that you will please to tell me whenever 
a new edition will be wanted. .-I am, etc., 

W. WALLACE CURRIE. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

24th October, 1815. 

Dear Sir,-\\'e are very sorry that various circumstances have con
curred to prevent our earlier replying to your obliging and satisfactory 
letter, for which we now beg you to accept our best thanks. 

As we have already intimated, it ever has been, and still is farthest from 
-0ur wish or intention, to add anything to the edition of your brother's works 
that has not the full and entire approbation of those of his friends who are 
most solicitous about his fame ; and we are therefore the more anxious in 
.our assurances to you that Mr. Cromek on every occasion induced us to 
.believe that all the:pieces inserted in his volume of RelifJues had been 
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previously submitted to and approved by you. Our present application 
to you, dear sir, is an additional proof of our earnest desire to protect yoW' 
brother's reputation, and it is most gratifying to us to find you disposed to 
meet our wishes, and to come forward as editor. We cannot, for a 
moment, feel that what you were induced to do, in attention to Mr. 
Peterkin's application, should be permitted to influence you in the smallest 
degree upon the present occasion. 

We now beg the favour of your framing and sending us such a form 
of advertisement as we may in due time insert in the newspapers; 
descriptive of what you propose doing as editor; and inviting, if you see 
no objection, communications from such of your brother's correspondents 
and friends as may still possess unpublished letters or other papers. 

We further beg you to state to us freely, the amount of the remun
eration that you wish to receive ; and it shall be our study to meet that 
wish as nearly as possible. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO MR. GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 5th February, 1816. 
Dear Sir,-We had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 19th 

ult., and think the form of advertisement which you have been so kind as 
send to us, will answer the desired purpose extremely well, any little 
alteration which may strike us as advantageous we will introduce, con· 
formably to your permission. The terms which you propo~e as an adequate 
remuneration for the pains which you intend to take on the due illustration 
of your brother's works are certainly a good deal higher than we calculated; 
yet, as the handsomeness of their amount naturally marks how much you 
feel it will be in your rpower to do for us, and, as we really feel a strong 
desire to meet your· utmost wishes, we at once consider the matter as 
settled, and beg you to transmit to us, from time to time, such new matter 
as you propo~e introducing, together with- clear instructions respecting 
them, so as to enable us to be gradually preparing the new edition, at 
your earliest convenience. But, of course, when we say this, it is very 
far from ou(wish that you should not give yourself ample time for dQing 
all you ar ~ anxious to do. 

As we think it probable that those papers of your brother which still 
remain at Liverpool may be best forwarded to you by their being first 
sent to us and then forwarded to Edinburgh, we will write Mr. Currie by 
this day's post, and propose that mode of transmitting them. We have 
great pleasure in subscribing ourselves, dear Sir, very sincerely yours, 

CA DELL & DAVIES. 

GILBERT BURNS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, 2oth February, 1816. 
Gentlemen,-1 received yours of the _5th,. and feel quite overpowered 

by the very handsome manner in which yoµ have. agreed to terms, which 
I could scarcely muster impudence enough to name, and which has placed 
me in a situation of extreme anxiety lest I should fall short of what you 
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hive a right to expect ; but I beg you will always bear in mind that I did 
not promise much, and that you will be assured that I will do the best I 
can "to your great bidding task, Ariel and all his qualities." I trouble 
you at present to state the outline of what I propose, with the mode of 
arrangement which appears to me most suitable. I think it injurious to a 
:\fan of Genius to publish too much of his careless effusions in his private 
correspondence, and that we have too much even of the amiable Cowper 
brought forward in that way. It is therefore my wish to omit publishing a 
number of letters to my brother which Dr. Currie has published, the room 
they oecupy in the volume of correspondence to be filled up with some of 
the most suitable of the letters collected by Mr. Cromek, or any unpublished 
letters we may get to suit our purpose ; introduced according to their dates, 
or as they may best illustrate the Poet's progress through life. Of course, 
you will see that I only contemplate publishing four volumes; if, however, 
you wo11ld think it much more for your interest to have five, state your 
views freely to me, and I will bend my judgment to that as far as I can. 
The notes I intend to write should, I think, be placed at the end of each 
volume respectively. The first, and by much the longest, note (if I can at 
all please myself in it) which I propose to write will be on the subject of 
the peculiar character of the Scots peasantry, and referred to by Dr. Currie's 
preliminary remarks on that subject. This I consider the most difficult 
part of my task, but feel extremely anxious that it should be done with 
some effect, and as this occurs very early in the first volume your prepara
tion for publishing cannot go on till I have finished that note; but after 
that is got over, I hope I shall be able to keep out of the way of my good 
friend Mr. M'Creery, who, I am glad to see, is your printer. Another 
note of some length which will attach to the first volume will be to correct 
the too strong statement Dr. Currie has given of the irregularities of the 
latter part of my brother's life, but only a small part of that note will be 
writtea by myself. I have applied to the gentlemen Mr. Peterkin, by my 
advice, applied to for leave to publish the same documents Mr. Peterkin 
has published in his supplement, or that they will write me similar letters. 
Any other notes I shall write to be attached to the first volume will 
probably be very short. I take it for granted that any prefatory matter I 
may wish to write can be prefixed to the first volume after the whole is 
completed. I wish, likewise, to write a pretty long note on the subject oi 
the ridicule my brother has throwl'l. on some high professors of religion, 
which has given, and perhaps justly, some offence. These are three 
leading notes which I have set my mind on ; but I intend reading carefully 
over eveiything to be published, and wherever it occurs to me that I can 
illustrate or add anything to the interest of what my brother has written 
I will add it, though you will agree with me that this must be done with 
caution, as nothing is more injurious to a publication than to show a dis
position to add to the bulk of it without increasing its interest or use. I 
beg you will write me freely what you think of the mode of proceeding I 
have proposed, or if you think any other way of disposing of the notes 
more suitable. When you write to me by post, please direct to me at 
Grant's Braes, Haddington; anything you may have occasion to send by 
sea or by way of Edinburgh, to 16 Parliament Square, Edinburgh. I have 

B 



18 

not written to M'Creery, as I presumed he Would send the papers on yotir 

:requisition, but if it is necessary I should write let me know.-1 am, etc., 
GILBERT BURNS. 

GILBERT BURNS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, 26th November, 1816. 

Gentlemen,-So long ago as 2oth February last, I wrote to. you, 

giving an outline of what I proposed in regard to the intended new and 

improved edition of my brother's works. For some time I expected to 

hear from you how far you thought the plan I proposed would amwer the 

purposes of trade, as well as the transmission of the paper from Liverpool. 

Neither of these, however, having arrived, I proceeded to prepare some 

additional remarks on the peculiar character of the Scottish peasantry, 

which I have, after much interruption and delay, finished, and enclose a 

fair copy for your perusal or publication. Instead of placing them at the 

.end of the volume, as I originally intended, I now think they will, with 

more propriety, follow Dr. Currie's prefatory remarks, and they are 

written with that view. At page 72 of volume lst, Doctor Currie has 

.altered (intending to improve) the words of a passage in my letter to Mrs. 

Dunlop, as, follows-" And there was often a great dissimilitude between 

his fair captivator, as she appeared to others, and as she seemed when 

invested with the attributes he gave her." My words were-" And there 

was often a great disparity between his fair captivator and her attributes," 

which I wish replaced instead of the worthy Doctor's emendation. The 

foot-note on pages 81 and 82, in which I gave the Doctor an account of 

my brother's early companions (not intended by me for publication), I 

wish to be suppressed. A foot-note may be added to page 95, where Mr. 
Murdoch mentions Dr. Tennant as being then in the East Indies.* 

No other addition or alteration appears to me necessary in the first 

volume till page 192, before printing off which you must allow me 

time to resume my labours, which will now unavoidably be suspended, 

from a pressure of business, towards the end of the year. Early in the 
spring, however, I hope to be able to finish what I consider necessary 

for completing the first volume, though I perceive I shall have more to 

write than I at first intended. In the nearer contemplation of the pub

lication I feel that I should be able to perform my duty as editor much 
more to my own satisfaction if the work were to be printed in Edinburgh, 

where I could receive the proof-sheets every day by the coach and return 

them next morning Mr. James Ballantine, with whom I have a little 
acquaintance, is a very correct and elegant printer, and a person of con

siderable literary taste. If you can find it nearly as much for your interest 
to employ him, as to print in London, I think I should be able to make 

the edition much more what I should like to bring before the public, 
than if printed in London. I request you will write me on' receipt of 

this and let me know if my letter of the 2oth February last ever reached 

you, and what is become of the Liverpool papers.-! remain, etc., 
GILBERT BURNS. 

*Since known to the world as the author of Hindoo Recreations, and other works, 
.but dead some time ago.-G.B. 
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CADELL & DAVIES TO MR. GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 14th December, 1816. 

Dear Sir,-We had very great pleasure in receiving, a short time 
since, your letter of 26th November, containing some corrections which 
you wish to' be made in the new edition of your brother's works, together 
with some additional remarks from your own pen, on the peculiar character 
of the Scottish peasantry, all of which are very gratifying proofs of your 
earnestly availing yourself of such intervals of leisure as you can command 
from other occupations, to enrich the volumes in the way you hld allowed 
us to hope. 

We have also to acknowledge the safe and due receipt of your former 
letter of the 2oth February; though, trusting that you would consider our 
silence as implying a complete approval of its contents, we have so long 

.delayed replying to it from time to time. 'Ve did not, however, omit 
writing to our friend at Liverpool, for a return of the papers which still 

. remain there, according to your desire; and we are persuaded that we 
must attribute the appearance of inattention which that application has 
hitherto met with to the commercial embarrassments which both Mr. 
Roscoe and Mr. W. Currie have lately had to encounter. Those embar
rassments are now happily overcome, and we do not doubt that a renewal 
of our request, which we will soon make to them, will cause the papers to 
be sent up to us very shortly, when we will forward them to you without 
delay. 

With regard to the printing of the new edition, we have many reasons 
for preferring this to be done in London, and we are also satisfied that 
this can be accomplished with quite as much satisfaction and convenience 
to you as if it were done in any other place. You will, of course, have the 
corrected copy for the printer made as complete as possible before the 
printing is at all begun upon, which is ever found to be the safest and 
pleasantest plan, as long and great experience has shown us that whatever 
alterations and corrections, beyond mere verbal ones, are delayed till after 
the printing is in progress, are attended with infinite vexation, inconven
ience, and expense. The proof-sheet shall regularly be transmitted to you, 
at our cost, in a way that you will point out ; and, should you find it 
desirable to introduce any short corrections (such, we trust, as will not 
require the alteration of the further pages already composed at the time) 

.it can be marked on the proof, 

Without wishing to urge you to a dispatch that may be inconvenient 
to you, we will now merely observe that we will be quite ready to set the 
printer to work as soon as you can forward to us two or three of the 
volumes, in all respects, prepared in the way you wish ; and the remainder 
'°f the work .may be got ready whilst the volumes first sent are printing. 
,Yet we confess that it would be much more satisfactory to us to receive all 
,the volumes together, if that can be accomplished with equal ease and 
.convenience to you, for the reasons we have already assigned. A hand
some paper for the new edition is secured. Mr. Wordsworth has thought 
fit to send forth a printed letter, reflecting in terms we cannot approve, 
.upon our late excellent friend Dr. Currie's edition of your brother's 
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writings, to which, as we must ever feel that it is not justified to any 

sufficient degree, we trust you will not find it necessary to pay much 

attention; on any minor points, respecting which your brotherly feelings 

may be somewhat at variance with Dr. Currie's remarks, you will doubt

less be able to express yourself to your own entire satisfaction, without too 

severely questioning the justice which that benevolent and elegant critic 

may have thought due to biographical truth. We shall have great pleasure 

in hearing from you at all times, and we beg you to believe us, dear Sir, 

very faithfully yours, 
CAD ELL & DAVIES. 

The letter here referred to is the celebrated composition of 

the Poet Wordsworth, addressed to Mr. Gray, and intended 

for Gilbert's edition, but published in pamphlet form in 1'816. 

MR. ROSCOE TO CAD ELL & DAVIES. 

Dear Sirs,-A short time after Mr. Cromek had begun to print his 

volume of Burns, the proofs of the first sheets were sent to me, when I 

was equally surprised and sorry to see that the work opened with some 

poems, of the admission of which I very much doubt, but which in that 

situation would have given a most unfavourable idea of the work. I 

immediately wrote to Mr. Cromek, entreating him to stop the press till 

we had settled this point, as well as some others which I had to remark to 

him. In consequence of this he got into the mail and came to Allerton, 

where we have gone over the whole work, and I am sorry to say that, i~ 

my opinion, the seven sheets now printed must be cancelled, and the work 

begun again, although it will undoubtedly be attended with very con

siderable expense. This mistake has arisen from a misapprehension ; it 

having been settled by Mr. Cromek and me, when he was last here, tha• 

the letters should be printed in chronological order, and which I supposed 

would be done: but Mr. Cromek having these poems of earlier date, 

thought it would be proper to begin the book with them, and, unluckily, 

sent them to press before I knew of it. 

I am particularly anxious on this subject, as I consider it a matter of 

great importance, not only to the character of the Poet, but to the credit 

and interest of those concerned in the publication. Should anything be 

admitted, which may give just ground for censure, it will immediately be 

laid hold of, and the book will be condemned as containing only worthless 

and indecent fragments, which both he and Dr. Currie had rejected ; and 

not only would this affect the sale of the work, but it would also injure the 

character of Burns, and perhaps depreciate in a considerable degree his 

other writings, for the property of which you have so liberally paid. In 

avoiding any imputation of this kind, the credit and interest of the author. 

the editor, and the publishers, all unite; and I am huly happy to say that, 

in my judgment, there is no danger in it whatever, if prudent precautions 

be taken, which Mr. Cromek is not only willing but anxious to do. The 

materials are in fact excellent, and the more I examine them, the more I 

am convinced they will make a most interesting volume. Everything is. 
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now arranged for its being immediately put to the press, and the only 
circumstance to be regretted is the loss of time, and of the expense already 
incurred. This, Mr. Cromek is sensible, has been occasioned by his unfor
tunate misapprehension of my recommendation to him, but so anxious is he 
for the credit of the author, and the success of the work, that he will bear 
the loss·hi1rt1;elftrather than•saffer the present sheets to appear. - At the-same 
time, he hopes that the exertions he has made will induce you to consider 
this matter in as favourable a light to him as you can, and, if the work 
should succeed, you will not suffer this unexpected loss to fall entirely on 
himself. This much, at his request, I promised to state to you, being well 
satisfied you will judge rightly upon it. I have only to add that I have 
undertaken to arrange the material for the preface, and shall have great 
pleasure in attending to the progress of the printing -as far as my distance 
wilt allow, or rendering any other service which you or Mr. Cromek may 
wish. . - Yours, etc., 

W. ROSCOE. 

This solicitude concerning Cromek's Reliques on the 
part of Mr. Roscoe was because that volume was intended by 
the publishers as a supplement to the Currie edition. In point 
of fact, it formed the fifth volume of the later editiOns of that 
work. Mr. Cromek complains bitterly of the interference of 
Robert Ainslie when engaged in selecting his material. It 
will be observed that the Currie influence also pervades it. 

JAMES GRAY TO W. ROSCOE. 

Edinburgh, 28~h September, 1817. 

Sir,-Having been desired by my friend, Mr. Gilbert Burns, to furnish 
him with any notices of the habits of the latter years '.of his brother's life 
that were in my possession, I have written him a letter on the subject, to 
be inserted in the new edition now going forward, and which, before 
publication, I beg leave to submit to you for your examination and 
opm10n. Many reasons point you out as the fittest person in this country 
to be consulted in such a case, but none more than the interest you have 
always taken in the fame of the Poet. What I have written has been 
from my own observations, and whether my efforts shall be successful or 
not in clearing away the moral darkness with which his rep,11tati0n has 
been obscured, I shall at least have the consolation that I have done my 
utmo;t to restore to him that good name of which he has been so cruelly 
and, in my opinion, so unjustly robbed. For twenty years I have·heard 
calumny.added to calumny, and in a number of periodical works, some 
-0f them of great authority, have seen pictures drawn, in which I should 
never have recognised Robert Burns. I have conversed on the subject 
with many of his most intimate friends, and am happy to say that their 
opinions coincide with mine. I have been necessarily led to censure one 
or two passages in Dr. Currie's valuable and ingenious work, as I consider 
them the source and the authority of the numerous anonym'.lus slanders 
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and misrepresentations that have since appeared, but if you think that 
my criticisms can be in any way softened so as to retain the fact, I sha!D. 
be obliged to you for making such alterations ail you may deem necessary. 
You will oblige me by offering my most respectful compliments to your 
son, l\lr. William Roscoe, whom I had the pleasure of seeing in Edinburgh. 
last summer.-! am, etc., 

JAMES GRAY. 

GILBERT BURNS TO MR. ROSCOE. 

Grant's Braes, 5th October; 1817. 

Dear Sir,-Having agreed to appear as editor of a new edition of 
my brother's poetry and correspondence, with Dr. Currie's account of his 
life, I have felt it incumbent on me to offer some qualification of the 
account given by the Doctor of the intemperance of my brother's latter 
years. As this is a matter of great delicacy, I beg leave to submit what 
I have written for this purpose to your inspection before sending it to· 
the publisher. Mr. Gray proposed. of his own accord, to submit what 
he had written to you, with which I was well pleased. The warmth of 
Mr. Gray's temperament, and his partiality for my brother, has led him 
to write a longer letter, and to attempt more complete extenuation than 
I wished ; but as it is written at my request, and to oblige me, I do not 
see that I can, with propriety, propose much alteration of what he has 
wntten, but you may comment on what he has written wi~h more freedom, 
and he will listen with much deference to any remark of yours. The 
paragraph of his letter, in which he has gone out of his way » 
compliment his friend Mr. Wordsworth, I certainly cannot publish, and 
I feel that we have enough to answer for without identifying ourselves with 
that gentleman, whose appearance in this business has given me much 
pain; but should rather that Mr. Gray would withdraw it in consequence 
of a remark from you, than that I should be obliged, positively, to decline 
what he has written for publication. I beg you will forgive the freedom 
I take in thus troubling you in this matter, and that when you have 
perused the manuscript (which is intended as an appendix to the life, etc.), 
that you will return it with such remarks on it as you may favour Mr. Gray 
and me with, directed to me, No. 16 Parliament Square, Edinburgh, under 
cover to William Kerr, Esq., Secretary to the Post Office, Edinburgh.-
I remain, etc., 

GILBERT BURNS. 

MR. ROSCOE TO JAMES GRAY. 

Liverpool, 3oth October, 1817. 

Sir,-1 mu;t beg you to accept my best acknowledgment; for the 
honour you have done me in transmitting, for my perusal, your letter to 
Mr. Gilbert Burns, respecting the moral character and conduct of his 
highly celebrated brother-a letter which I have rrnd with peculiar 
interest and, in some. respects, with sincere pleasure ; although there are 
some opinions to which I cannot wholly assent. I shall not, howe,'er, 
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avail myself of the liberty you have given me to suggest any alterations, 

.for reasons which I have assigned in my Jetter to Mr. Gilbert Burns, and 

which he will probably comirmnicate to you. At the same time, I am fully 

aware that the considerations I have submitted to him, as to the publica

tion of the part of the narrative he has transmiued to me, do not apply in 

an equal degree to the letters of Mr. Findlater and yourself, who, having 

taken no part in Dr. Currie's edition, may, without any appearance of 

inconsislency, lay your statements and opiaions before the public. Still, 

however, I must be allowed to express my regret that they were not 

brought forward, if not on the first publication of the general edition of 

the works of Burns, when they seem to have been more peculiarly called 

lor, at least during the life-time of his biographer, who, whatever his final 

opinion might have been as to the subject, would, I am sure, have given 

them that respectful consideration to which, on many accounts, they are 

so fully entitled. My son, William, desires me to return his kind 

acknowledgments for your obliging remembrance of him, and I have 

the honour to be, etc., W. ROSCOE. 

That the opinions of Mr. Findlater and Mr. Gray did not 

receive the "respectful consideration" of Dr. Currie is certainly 

matter for "regret," but not in the sense conveyed by Mr. 

Roscoe. 

MR. ROSCOE TO GILBERT BURNS. 

Dear Sir,-I have to acknowledge, much later than I intended, the 

letters from you and Mr. Gray, accompanying the latter part of your new 

memoir of your late celebrated brother, now intended for publication; 

and beg you to accept my thanks for the honour you have done me in 

5ubmitting it to my perusal. You will, however, I trust, readily believe 

me when I assure you that I scarcely know any literary subject, the 

discussion of which could have given me greater anxiety-an anxiety 

increased by the consciousness that any interference of mine can be of so· 

little avail. The great admiration which I have invariably felt for the 

works and character of the Poet, the habits of affectionate ;intimacy which 

I enjoyed during a great part of my life with his truly benevolent and 

enlightened biographer, and the very sincere respect and esteem which. 

I have always entertained for your~elf-these feelings, which I have 

experienced for so many years, and which so naturally harmonise with 

each other, seem, by the papers now before me, to be placed in a painfu}, 

kind of opposition. I might, therefore, wish to stand excused from. 

entering on a subject which is already Lefore the public, and upon which 

such an unaccountable degree of warmth ha9 been manifested ; but this. 

also I find, for many reasons, to be imposbible. I shall, therefore, freely 

express what has occured to me on the perusal of the papers, and shall tru;t 

to the candour of Mr. Gray and yourself to reconcile what I have to say 

with t~e feelings' I have before expressed . 
. If ever there was a biographical work which was received by the 

puhlic as an impartial account of the character intendecl to be represented~ 
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it was Dr. Currie's life of Burns. Not only were the powerful talents and 
high endowments of the Poet placed in their most prominent light, but 
the blemishes, which it was foreseen by many would be attached to his 
character, were anticipated and explained in a roanner consistent with the 
most affectionate delicacy, and, at the same time, with the most. perfect 
truth. As far as any disapprobation was manifested, it was, I believe, 
from those who conceived that the account was drawn up in a manner too 
favourable to the moral character of the Bard. The manly and impartial 
strain of sentiment observable throughout the whole work, reject equally 
the censures of those who would invidiously condemn, as those who would 
unjustly exalt the Poet, and the public at large have been satisfied that the 
life of Burns was a monument not unworthy of his exalted genius. For 
upwards of 17 years this work has been before the public without any 
attempt, till very lately, on the part of those who now appear to differ from 
the Biographer, to rectify what they conceived to be his mis·statements. 
In the meantime, the character of the Poet has, as must naturally be 
expected, from his great celebrity, often been the subject of observation 
and criticism, but if they were thought of sufficient importance to require a 
specific reply, I cannot but deeply regret that it should have been supposed 
that this defence could not be entered upon without recurring so far back 
as to the narrative of Dr. Currie, and that it should be considered by Mr. 
Gray in his letter to me "as the source and the authority of the numerous 
anonymous slanders and mis-representations that have since appeared," 
and by yourself "as the basis on which other biographers and reviewers 
have raised the most revolting calumniu and misrepresentations against 
the character of the Bard." It seems indeed peculiarly hard that he, who 
had no motive for his laborious and benevolent undertaking but his high 
admiration of Burns's character and genius, and who stood forward as the 
vindicator of his fame, and the benefactor of his distressed family, when all 
his friends and relations shrunk from the task, should now be selected 
as the person who has stabbed his character and injured his memory to 
future times. 

In making these remarks I am well aware that it i, far from the 
intention of Mr. Gray or yourself to charge my late lamented friend with 
any wilful misrepresentations of the character of the bard, and that you 
have always mentioned him in the most respectful terms, but permit me to 
observe that even a charge of mis-statement and error cannot be brought 
against Dr. Currie without recoiling on those relations and friends of the 
poet who furnished the Dr. with bis information, were consulted in almost 
every stage of its progress, and finally approved of the work. It was on 
this occasion that I had the pleasure of making an acquaintance with 
yourself and Mr. Syme in Liverpool, which place you visited for the 
express purpose of communicating with Dr. Currie on this subject, and 
when you must have been witness, not only to his indefatigable attention 
to the object in view, but to the candour of his mind, and above all, to his 
warmest desire of doing justice to the character of the man he so greatly 
admM:ed. From this source, surely no injurious talent was to -be exi}ected, 
and on this Dr. Currie implicitly relied. Whether he might at that time 
have stated to you his precise idea as to the' conduct of Burns with respect 
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•to his convivial habits, I cannot say, but as you have permitted me to 

peruse this part of your narrative, it would be unpardonable in me to omit 

to mention to you that Mr. Wallace Currie is in possession of letters from 

you to his late father, in which you have in the most express and the most 

grateful terms, given your ·approbation of the .DocJ;ljlll's work, without the 

-slightest notice that it contained any misrepresentation or error with respect 

;.to the moral qualities or conduct of your brother. On this account, it was 

with equal surprise and regret that I saw in Mr. •Peterkin's edition of the 

works of Burns, a letter from you to the editor, in which you state that 

~·Dr. Currie, knowing the events of the latter years of y1mr. brother's 

.life only from the reports whiclt had (been propagated, had given a very 

.exaggerated view of his failings at tltat period," and the same senti· 

ments are repeated in substance, in the narrative now sent for my perusal. 

How far this can be reconciled with the circumstances I have stated, or 

with your own expressions in your letters to Dr. Currie I will leave you to 

judge. In one of these, dated 8th April, 1800, and prior to the publication 

of the Doctor's work, it appears he had consulted you by letter as to the 

proposed preface of dedication of which you there give your opinion, and 

in another, dated 24th August, 18oo, you say-" I have read over the 

.life and correspondence of my brother again and again, and am astonished 

to find so little to object to, on the contrar;•, I coultl not have supposed 

. that the matert"als you were possessed of could have furnished so respect· 

able a work. The life, if I am not misled by my connection with tlte 

subject, is a singularly pleasing and interesting work." You then pro

·ceed to notice some slight errors, and afterwards add-" I h11ve nothin,t; 

.criginal of my brother's but what you have seen, nor have I any alter· 

alums to propose. I am perfectly satisfied with your use of my com

munications, which, in several instances, are improved by your alterations. 

Indeed, I am perfectly satisfied and lzig!t!y delighted witlt the whole of 

_you,. work and arrangement." Neither in this, nor in any other of your 

letters to Dr. Currie, is there the least intimation that he had formed 

his conception of your brother's conduct upon vague reports, or had given 

an exaggerated view of his failings. 

Be assured that, whatever my motives may be for making these state

.ments, there is none that I feel more strongly than the wish that you 

~hould come before the public, in your intended work, in a manner worthy 

of yourself and your brother. Whether, after what I have said, you think 

. this can be done in the way now proposed, I leave you to judge. I observe 

that in your Jetter to Mr. Peterkin you state that " as the Doctor's work 

was not submitted to you in manuscript, nor, as far as you know, to any of 

your brother's friends in Dumfries, you had it not in your power to set him 

right in tltat particular (his exaggerated view of your brother's failings), 

and that considering the excellence of tlte DoctoYs work upon the whole, and 

how much you owed him for that stupendous exe&Hon of Ms beHCvolence, 

you never took any nott'ce to him of your disapprobation or of the inton

sistency of this part of his work." You were convinced in your own mind 

'that he bad greatly mistaken and deeply injured the moral character of 

your brotherY Or if it was painful to you to hurt the feelings of Dr. Currie 

,by informing him of his mistakes in his lifetime, when he might have 

• 
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corrected them, is it allowable to impute them to him now, when he is no· 
more? If any contradiction or extenuating circumstances had been stated 
to Dr. Currie, either by yourself or from any other quarter, no one could 
have been more earnest than he to do justice to the injured Bard ; and if 
he could have seen the letters of Mr. Findlater and Mr. Gray he would 
have given them that impartial and candid consideration which they so· 
justly merit. If, therefore, the errors of Dr. Currie's narrative have
remained uncontradicted for so many years through all the editions of 
the WOl"ks of Burns, it must be attributed to those who, although apprised 
of their injustice as fully on the first publication on the life as at present, 
have suffered the blot to remain upon his character till other circumstances. 
seem to have elicited the long-protracted refutation. I hope it will not 
be conceived that I am so devoted to the memory and reputation of my 
late excellent friend as to conceive that his work should be regarded as. 
infallible, or· should preclude any further efforts on the subject. Burns 
occupies .so la-rge a space in the literary estimation of his country that he 
cannot fail to be the frequent object of criticism, but the general estimation, 
of his -character is perhaps sufficiently determined in the view of the public~ 
who, without inquiring into the minutire of his errors, are willing to oYer
look or excuse them in consideration of the obligation he has conferred' 
on every person of sentiment and taste by his exquisite and imperishable 
productions. His fame is therefore secure, and stands in no need of 
further support, nor is there much to apprehend for the reputation of his. 
faithful biographer, who, it is now universally admitted, has performed -a 
task of uncommon difficulty in such a manner as to do no less honour to 
the feelings of his heart than to the strength of his judgment and the
accuracy of .,his taste. But if this discussion be of little importance to the 
character of the dead, it is not so with respect to the living, and it would 
be culpable in me to conceal from you the apprehensions I feel from the 
publication of your work in the form in which it now appears. In fact, 
what is the substantial difference between your own narrative and that of 
D.r. Cunie, when you explicitly admit that Burns "endeavoured to over· 
come his aversion to drinking and succeeded in being able to drink like 
other people-that he had too -much relish far convivial pleasure, and that 
as temptations. to this vice increased he came, wizen set down 11.iith jovial 
co-mpan;•, too frequently to prolong the indulgence beyond the bounds market! 
by prudence." 

. I can find nothing in Dr. Currie's work more decisive on this subject, 
except it may be contended that the expression that he was "perpetua!l;r 
stimulated by alcohol in one or other of its van'ous farms" is carried too 
far; but this, it ~ust be remarked, is a technical expression dictated 
by the professional character of the author, from which it is not to be 
unclerstood that Burns was in a perpetual state of intoxication, but merely 
that the effects of his " too frequent indulgences" were such as eventually 
to affect the general state of his health, till, as his biographer explains it 
in me.dical language, "the inordinate action of the circulating syste11t 
became at /111gth habitual, the process of nutrition was unable to supply 
the waste, and the powers of life began to faii." From these statements, 
which, I assure you, I find it extremely painful to make,, you will perceive-

• 
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that it is wholly impossible for me to suggest any alterations with the part 

of your narrative with which you have favoured me, or to implicate myself 

in discu~ions with those who have of late endeavoured to make the 

character .of Burns_ a subject of public and acrimonious controversy. 

cannot, indeed, perceive, after the most mature deliberation, that any 

modification I can suggest can remove the embarrassment which must 

unavoidably arise from ) our attempting to bring forward a refutation of 

Dr. Currie's statements and opinions at such a distance of time after his.. 

death. I trust, powever, that what I have stated may be of use S-O far as. 

to enable you to see the subject in all its bearings, and in the earnest wish 

that you may form a just and proper decision as to the important step you 

are ahout to take, I remain, with real esteem, etc., 
W. ROSCOE. 

The noteworthy points of this long communication are, the 

uncontradicted assertion that even Syme had not seen Dr. 

Currie's ma:nuscript, and the admission that the evidence of 

Find~ater and Gray might have influenced the "final opinion" 

of Dr. Currie. Mr. Roscoe's attempt to reconcile Gilbert's 

"admission" with Dr. Currie's "expression" is more ingenious. 

than co~vincing. 

GILBERT BURNS TO W. ROSCOE. 

Grant\ Braes, xoth December, 1817. 

Dear Sir,-Yours of the 3oth October I received in due course, anci 

thank you for the freedom and the very obliging manner you have anim

adverted on the papers submitted to your inspection. It was not necessary 

to quote my letter;, to Dr. Currie, which I perfectly remember, nor have I 

changed my opinion there expressed, as I know no biographical work which 

does more credit to its author, or which has been more favourably received 

by the world. As the utmost amount of anything I have said, or intended 

to say, is, that Dr. Currie had been misinformed on one particular point, 

and for which every one must ;,ee not the least blame could be attached to· 

him, I could not have ;,upposed it would have been considered so offensive 

by hi-; friends, and which I most sincerely regret. You seem to think that,. 

from my being at Liverpool for the purpose of giving assistance, and from• 

Dr .. Currie having consulted me on other ;,ubjects, I ought to be considered' 

as advisiµg, or, at least, consenting to the statements in question. I can 

assure you with truth, however, that I wa;, not consulted on that subject 

farther than that once Dr. Currie asked me if I did not think it neces>ary 

to take some notice of my brother's errors, to which I assented, as required 

by cand9ur and regard to truth ; but of his estimate of the extent of the;,e 

errors, or the statement he intended to make respecting them, I knew 

nothing till after the work was published to the world. In regard to the· 

insincerity and inconsistency you seem to think me chargeable with, I cal\ 

only say that, though I certainly felt a good deal distressed at the view 

given of my brother's morals towards the end of his life, yet living upwards . 

• 
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•of fifty miles distant, I had seen very little of him during the last three 
years of his life. I was certain the view given by Dr. Currie was agreeable 
to the information he had received from people he could not suspect of 
misrepresentation, and I had, at the time I wrote Dr. Currie, no specific 
objection to the statement given. Had I then been possessed of Mr. 
Findlater's letter, I should certainly have communicated it to Dr. Currie. 
But the truth is, I was not aware, either of the impression made on the 

)public, or how much my brother's errors had been exaggerated to Dr. 
·Currie, till some time after the publication of Cromek's Gkanings, when 
'I received a letter from Mr. Findlater, containing extracts of .the ·offensive 
matter in the Quarterly Review, and suggesting that I should publish a 
contradiction of the calumnies contained in it. I had afterwards a meeting 
with that gentleman on the subject, when I was fully convinced that my 
brother's errors had been overstated to Dr. Currie. As Mr. Findlater had 
occasion to see my brother much more frequently than almost any other 
person out of his own family, so he possesses in a high degree all the 
qualities requisite to entitle his evidence to credit. He is a gentleman of 
liberal education, of high manly character, who would scorn to violate 
truth for feud or favour, and superior to that silly vanity which so 
•frequently leads to the violation of truth by aiming at giving a striking 
view of a subject. My aversion to writing, and the difficulties which lay 
in the way, have hitherto prevented my making any attempt to set the 
public right in this matter, but I cannot appear before the public, as 
editor of a new edition of my brother's works, without endeavouring 
all in my power to remove the oblO<juy which has been thrown on 
his memory. In doing· so, however, I shall not ·publish ~Mr. Gray's 
·animadversions on Dr. Currie's work, which I ·always felt it would 
.be improper in me to be the publisher of; and as it would ill become 
me to do anything which I know to be disagreeable to Dr. Currie's friends, 
I shall alter what I have written so as to make as little allusion to Dr. 
Currie's work as a sense of my duty to my brother's memory will allow.
I remain, etc., 

GILBERT BURNS. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 7th l\Iarch, 1818. 
Dear Sir,-Though we have not yet been favoured with a reply to our 

'last, written more than two years ago, we trust that that letter came duly 
to your hands, and that its contents were, in all respects, satisfying to you. 
We have frequently been expecting the pleasure of hearing from you, 
·confonnably with the hopes given to us in your last favour of 19th January, 
1816; but knowing that you were principally anxious to furnish us with 
such new materials as were capable of doing honour to your brother's 
omemory, in the new edition which is to be brought forward under the 
sanction and authority of your name ; knowing, too, that your time and 

.attention are much occupied, we have been unwilling to break in upon 
you with too frequent letters on the subject. We now, however, think it 
rbest to drop you a few lines, lest we should appear to be wanting in due 
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attention to a subject and a correspondence in which we must ever feel a 

very lively interest, and to express our hearty wishes that you will soon be· 

able to set our press to work on our new edition.-With sincere regard, etc~ 

CADELL & DAVIES. 

GILBERT BUH.NS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, 14th March, 1818. 

Gentlemen,-Yours of the 7th inst. I received in due course, and do-

not wonder that you should consider me asleep, or that I had forgot my 

engagements ; but the fact is, six months ago I had written out what I bad 

intended should finish the first vomme, qualifying the representation of my 

brother's morals given by Dr. Currie. Before sending it to you, 'hCilwever, 

I thought it right to send it to Mr. Roscoe, requesting his observations on. 

it, as, though I had written it with much c:-aution, I was anxious to know· 

how far it would meet the approbation of Dr. Currie's friends. Mr. 

Roscoe kept the manuscript a good while before I heard from him, and• 

when he di<l return it I found him much more difficult to be satisfied than. 

I had calculated on, and as it would ill become me to show any disregard 

of the feelings of Dr. Currie's friends, I found I would have to make some 

alteration of what I bad written ; but by the time Mr. Roscoe wrote me 

the end of the year was approaching, when a press of business always. 

prevents me from attending to anything but business. I hope now, 

however, to be able to send you the contents of the two first volumes 

in a few weeks, and to arrange and complete the other two ~oon after. 

Allow me, however, to put you in mind that my brother's papers have 

never been sent from Liverpool, and to beg that you will endeavour to get 

them and forward them to me, as you will readily see that they are· 

absolutely necessary to the proper completion of my task.-1 remain, etc.,. 

GILBERT BURNS. 

W. ROSCOE TO JAMES GRAY. 

Liverpool, 16th Ma,rch, 1818. 

Sir ,-1 have to acknowledge the favour of yours of 28th February, and 

can assure you, with great sincerity, that in the discussions which have takelb 

place respecting your late celebrated countryman and friend I have never 
attributed either to Mr. Gilbert Burns or yourself any intentional hostility 

to the memory of his biographer, Dr. Currie, whose meritorious labours. 

are indeed too well known to be affected by anything that can now be said 

respecting them. What I have chiefly felt, and what still in some degree 

presses on my mind, is the difficulty of the situation in which Mr. Gilbert 

Burns is placed by having undertaken to controvert the statements of Dr. 

Currie so long after their publication, and after the unequivocal approbation 

expressed by him of the work. How he will be enabled to accomplish this 

object I confess I cannot as yet perceive, for, according to what I under· 

stand of his intentions, although the form may be changed, the substance 
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-will remain the same. If I could have had the f!leasure of a conversation 

with Mr. Burns there fa an idea struck me which I should have mentioned 

to him, and which, though perhaps too late, I will state to you, to' be ·made 

such use of as you may think proper. This idea is, that when he comes to 

·that part of his narrative that relates to the moral character of his brother 

he should state that it had been his intention to have noticed and refuted 

the many aspersions which had been thrown out against his memory ; but 

that although he had heard these imputations with equal indignation and 

surprise, he found it impossible for him to enter upon it in such a manner 

as either to do justice to his own feelings or to satisfy the public that the 

near relationship in which he stood to the Bard, although it might at first 

sight appear to qualify him more peculiarly for such a task, yet, in fact, 

laid him under great disadvantages, that whatever he might say in com

mendation of his brother might be attributed to the partiality of attachment 

and kindred, and must, consequently, lose much of its effect-yet any 

admission which he might in justice or candour be called on to make 

would, as coming from him, have double weight, and attach to his 

brother's memory a heavier charge than was intended, and that even to 

be the instrument of throwing out the slightest blame against one from 

whom he derived so much honour, and so truly loved, was a task he found 

he could not perform, and which could not be expected from him. That 

for these reasons he could scarcely consider himself, and he was sure the 

public would not consider him as an impartial witness, and that as he had 

resided at a considerable distance from his brother during the latter par~ 

. of his life, there might be others whose testimony on this point might be 

considered as more impartial and authentic than his own. He had there· 

foi;e thought it more advisable to apply to such friends as had known him 

most intimately in the latter part of his life, and particularly to Mr. 

Findlater and yourself, etc., whose accounts would effectually remove, 

·etc., etc. 
W. ROSCOE. 

W. ROSCOE TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Lh·erpool, 9th April, 1818. 

Gentlemen,- • With respect to Mr. Gilbert Burns's 

proposed memoir of his brother, of which he sent me a part, which was, 

in consequence of my other unavoidable engagements, detained by me for 

a few weeks, I have only to observe that it appeared to me so totally 

contradictory to the essential part he had taken in Dr. Currie's narrative, 

and to his own express declarations in his letters to Dr. Currie, that I 

could not (from the regard I bore to Mr. Gilbert Burns himself) forbear 

from laying before him in the strongest terms, and at considerable length, 

the apprehensions I entertained of the consequences of his publication, 

which, without answering the end proposed, must, from the foterference 

,of other persons who have no real goodwill towards any of the parti'es, be 

extremely painful to every one truly interested in his character and fame. 

l have since had a correspondence with Mr. James Gray on the same 

subject, and have suggested an idea which might relieve Mr. Burns from 
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-the difficulty in which, I fear, he is placing himself; but whether Mr. 
Gray has communicated it to him or not I have not yet heard. In 

.. consequence of Mr. Burns's request to have his late brother's papers 
transmitted to him, I have made it my business to see Mr. Wallace Currie, 
who has furnished me with a copy of his letter to you on that subject in 
January, 1817, on which it would not become me to make any comment 
further than to say that almost the whole of them have been printed; that 
the remainder were examined with the greatest care by Dr. Currie, Mr. 
Syme, and even by Mr. Gilbert Burns himself; that I have since looked 
them over several times, and that my opinion coincided with that of the 
other friends of the Poet ; and that, above all, I am not aware that any
.thing can be found amongst them (which has not already been published) 
that gives the Bard a higher station, or places his character in a more 
favourable light than it has already attained.-Believe me, etc., 

W. ROSCOE. 

W. ROSCOE TO MR. M'CREERY. 

My Dear Friend,-! now return you Mr. Gilbert Burns's memoir of 
bis late celebrated brother, which I had before seen in the same state, I 
believe, or nearly so, as it appears at present, and upon which I had long 
ago furnished him with my remarks. I had flattered myself that what I 
had been compelled so pointedly to state to him would have induced him 

1to follow my suggestions, and to have been satisfied with referring for the 
marrative of some of the last years of the Poet's life to the lett~rs of Mr. 
Findlater and Mr. Gray; but from the memoir having now been forwarded 
·for printing, I presume this is not intendetl.. I therefore think it necessary 
>to forward to you a copy of the correspondence which passed between Mr. 
Gilbert Burns, l\Ir. Gray, and myself upwards of a year since on this 
subject, and which, I think, it would be advisable for you to submit to 
Messrs. Cadell & Davies, that they may judge what course it may be most 
proper to pursue. If they should think it most advisable to pursue the 
mode recommended in my letter to Mr. Gray of the l6th March, 1818, it 
would remove all difficulties on the subject, and would besides get clear of 
a good deal of extraneous matter in Mr. Gilbert Burns's memoir-such as 
the tracing the progress of manners from the time of Charles II., the 
account of party politics in Scotland, and the observations on spies and 
informers, which are not particularly called for in such a work, and could 
be attended with no beneficial effects. If, however, it should be thought 
advisable to publish the memoir as it now stands, I can only say that my 
-observations upon it are already on record; that they have been submitted 
to Mr. W. Wallace Currie, the son of Dr. Currie, and that I shall consider 
myself as liable to be guided by his wishes as to the use tha1'it may be 
proper to make of them. At the same time, from the sincere esteem I feel 
for Mr. Gilbert Burns, as well as from my reluctance to be drawn into a 
-debate on a subject which has already given rise to so much acrimony, I 
most sincerely wish to be excused any further interference on this subject. 
What I have done has been with an earnest desire of accommodating the 
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views of all parties as far as consistent with what is due to the memory of'
my ever-lamented friend, Dr. Currie, and to a still higher sanction, which,. 
I am sure, none of them would intentionally infringe.-! am, etc., 

W. ROSCOE. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 27th April, 1818. 
Dear Sir,-We had great pleasure in learning from your last letter-

of the r4th of' March that you, at that time, thought it probable that you 
should be able to send us the two first volumes of your brother's works,. 
properly prepared for the improved edition, in a very few weeks, with 
hopes of the other two volumes being arranged in like manner, very soon. 
after. 

Since the receipt of your last letter, we have again written to Mr. 
Roscoe, reminding him of your wish to be put in possession of the whole
of your brother's papers, and in his answer thereto, Mr. Roscoe thus writes 
to us-" I have made it my business to see Mr. Wallace Currie, who agrees 
with me in opinion that almost the whole of the papers have been printed; 
that the remainder were examined with the greatest care by Dr. Currie, 
Mr. Syme, and even by Mr. Gilbert Burns himself; that I have since 
looked them over several times, and that my opinion coincides with that 
of the other friends of the Poet, and that, above all, I am not aware 
that anything can be found amongst them (which have not already been. 
published) that can give the Bard·a higher station; or place his character 
in a more favourable light than it bas already attained." This is all that 
Mr. Roscoe says, in consequence of our late application, and we therefore 
submit to you, that it will perhaps be better, under all circumstances, 
to allow the papers to remain in the possession of Dr. Currie's family;. 
as we certainly are much more anxious to have the new edition dis· 
tinguished by its being brought forward under your entire sanction and 
approbation, as including such materials and information as have ap· 
peared since the publication of Dr. Currie's edition, than by any extent 
of additional matter to which any of the Bard's numerous admirers can 
object on any ground whatever.-We are, etc., 

, CAD ELL & DAVIES. 

GILBERT BURNS TO MESSRS. CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, l6th July, 1818. 
Gentlemen,-! have now·finisli:ed all the alterations my conscience 

would allow me to make, from regard to the feelings of Dr. Currie's 
friends, and herewith send you a fair copy for publication. I hope you 
will agree with me in thinking that no friend of Dr. Currie's will have any 
just reason to take offence at what I now send you. I wish what I send 
you, on the subject of the habits of my brother's life, to be put at the
end of Vol. I., in an Appendix No. IV. I wish a mark of reference to• 
be placed at the end of Dr, Currie's relation of my brother's removal to· 
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Dumfries, about the end of he year 1791, at the top of page 199, and the 
following note placed at the foot of that page-" On the subject of, the 
Poet's habits of life, the reader is requested to turn to Appendix No. IV., 
at the end of this volume.-G.B." 

This, with what I formerly sent on 26th November, 1816, is all that 
I think of adding or altering in the first volume, only that, in my letter 
to Dr. Currie in Appendix No. III., I wish the long paragraph on page 
238 and top of page 289, following the w0rds, "I have learned to have 
less confidence in my capacity of writing on such subjects," to be left out. 
I likewise send what I have selected as the contents of Vol. II., which, 
I hope, will meet your approbation. On Vol. III. I do not see that much 
alteration can be made, except that I think the songs in it should be 
removed to the fourth volume, immediately after the correspondence with 
Mr. Thomson, that all the lyrical pieces may be found in one volume. 
I shall expect to bear from you immediately on the receipt of this, and beg 
you will say whether you approve of the above alterations of the third and 
fourth volumes. To the third volume I still wish to add a note on the 
ridicule of serious subjects contained in the "Holy Fair," and some other 
of the poems of that kind, which seem to have offended some people who 
are not informed of the state of the religious profession and practices in 
that part of Scotland at the time these poems were written, but this note 
is not begun. I likewise meditate, perhaps, publishing some rough, 
but humorous, verses of my brother's, which appeared in Blackwood's 
Edinburgh Magazine of February last, and I have likewise been thinking 
we ought to publish my brother's cantata of "Jolly Beggars," and am at 
present in se11-rch of a copy in the author's handwriting, which I have not, 
and I dare not trust transcribers. Of all these matters I hope to write you, 
very soon, and, in the meantime, will be glad to receive your opinion when 
you acknowledge the receipt of this parcel.-! am, etc., 

GILBERT BURNS. 

J. M'CREERY TO CADELL AND DAVIES. 

Dear Sir,-In the framing of your letter to Gilbert Burns, if the 
following hints can be of any service in alleviating your labour I shall 
be very glad.-1 am, etc., J. M'CREERY. 

It will now be necessary to speak on one subject connected with your 
labours for our new edition, which we consider rather of a delicate nature. 
Mutual friends as we are to all the parties, we feel ourselves deeply con
cerned, and most anxious for a continuation of that friendship which had 
its commencement in the noblest sentiments of our nature, and which has 
now remained uninterrupted for so great a length of time. You will readily 
perceive that we.allude to the very serious objections of Mr. Roscoe, and 
the family, of the biographer of your brother, have to any statement from 
you in contradiction of any part of the life. After the perusal of Mr. 
Roscoe's excellent letter to you on the subject, and that to Mr. Gray, 
it appears to us that the difference is of so trivial a nature that a very 
slight stretch of accommodation on your part will set all to rights, and 

c 
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-will, we assure you, be considered by us as a personal favour,. affording 

10 us tl e pleasing confidence of nothing arising hereafter by way of con
troversy between parties so much friends at heart. We would therefore 

·suggest, as Dr. Currie's family, as well as Mr. Roscoe, have no wish to 
stifle any circumstances that can now be fairly brought forward in favour of 
the Bard, and as Mr. Roscoe, in Mr. Gray's letter of the---, has 

pointed out the reasons that may reconcile all parties, that y"u .would 
adopt his suggestion, and thus set all differences at rest, 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 25th March, 1819. 

Dear Sir,- . A short time ago we took an opportunity 
·of communicating your manuscript appendix to the life of your' illustrious 
brother to the confidential perusal of Mr. Roscoe, because we' well know 
.that his perfect recollection of all the circumstances connected with the 
works of the Bard, and with Dr. Currie's biography of him, and that the 
·strong regard which, we were satisfied, he entertained for you, would be 
most essential in reconciling any differences that might probably be found 

between a few papers in Dr. Currie's life and the appendix with which you 
were pow about to favour the world. Mr. Roscoe,. though much occupied 
-of late, has now returned your MSS. to us, accompanied by copies of his 
very long and interesting letter to you, dated 3oth October, 1817, and of 

his letter to Mr. James Gray, dated 16th March, 1818. He '.llso addressed 
a letter to us, from which we enclose the following extract. (Here follows 
copy of W. Roscoe's letter to Mr. M'Creery, already given supra.) 
"Having thus, dear sir, put you in full possession of Mr. Roscoe's 
sentiments, either in his letters addressed to you and to Mr. James Gray 
severltl months ago, or in this last one recently received by ourselves, \\ e 
confidently trust that you will kindly introduce such alterations on the 
MSS. you have sent to us as will satisfactorily meet the wishes of the 
friends of the late Dr. Currie ; yet do ample justice, in all respects, to 

the memory of the honoured Bard. As proprietors of the copyright of 
your brother's works, which you are obligingly intending to assist us in 

protecting against the piratical attacks that are now made upon it on all 
sides, it strikes us that it would not be prudent, in a commercial point of 
view, to omit in the new edition any of the contents of the former editions, 
however desirous we may be to introduce as much new matter as you may 
recommend ; and that you can in no other way afford us a more effectual 
aid against these piracies than by adding, in the way of notes in 'the several 
works, well-authenticated anecdotes of the several persons and places 
referred to-such as Highland Mary-a more extended account of Mrs. 
Riddel and the family of Riddels as friends of the Poet-Dr. Hornbook
Nanse Tannock, etc., etc., etc.-the situation of Mrs. Burns, her conduct 
during her widowhood; her children, how disposed of in life-a description 

of the monuments-an account of the annual commemoration of bis birth
day in Scotland and in England-all these and numberless others

restorations of the frequent blanks in the poems, etc., such as in the 
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•Ordination.' and the filling up of names, as far as delicacy may now 
permit. If Mrs. Dunlop be dead, some account of her might be interest· 
ing, as she was a descendant of William Wallace, a lineage of which she 
had a just estimate. A liberal sprinkling of such articles as these from the 
brother of the esteemed Bard would, indeed, give more zest to our new 
.e<lition than sheets of dry disquisition. Notes of this kind would hang like 
ilittle gems at the bottom of tbe poems, and would be considered as the best 
that they could acquire in the way of elucidation. A few engravings will 
.also be proper, and to these we will take care that proper attention is paid, 
and to any other object to which you may be so obliging as to direct our 
notice we shall be most happy to attend."--We are, dear Sir, etc., 

CADELL & DAVIES. 

P.S.-We mention the above rather as explaining our opinions to you 
-0f the matters that it may be advantageous to add, than with any desire to 
.confine you to the particular instances. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT DURNS. 

London, 28th May, 1819. 

Dear Sir,-lt is very far from our wish to urge you in such a way as 
to occasion any sort of inconvenience respecting the new edition of your 
.brother's works, more especially after the long delay which had been 
.unfortunately occasioned by illness and other unavoidable causes, before 
•we were able to give ourselves the pleasure of addressing to you the very 
1long letter sent six or eight weeks ago. But we beg leave to say that 
·should the leisure of the present spring afford you sufficient time for 
.completing any important portion of the "works," such as we might put 
into our printer's hands, we should feel much gratified by your enabling us 
.to make a beginning on our new edition, with such a part as may have 
been corrected to your wishes, as early as you may be able to send it to us. 
The instant we have the pleasure of hearing from you, in answer hereto, 
we shall think it advisable to announce the new edition as "preparing for 
publication," and we request the favour of your suggesting anything that 
you wish introduced in such announcement. -We are, etc., 

CADELL & DAVIES. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO W. ROSCOE. 

London, 11th June, 1819. 

Dear Sir,-We have at length a very long letter from Mr. Gilbert 
Burns, in which he proposed to alter a passage in one of the new articles 
prepared for the Appendix to his brother's works. This article, which is 
marked No. 4 of the Appendix, has been already shown to you, but we 
have thought it best to send it to you again, that you may the more clearly 
perceive the alteration that he intends. We hope you will be able to 
return this portion of his MSS., together with your sentiments respecting 
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desirable that we be enabled to set our friend M'Creery to work as SO()n as. 
we possibly can.-We are, etc., CADELL & DAVIES. 

W. ROSCOE TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Dear Sirs,-I now return you the part of Mr. Gilbert Burns's narrative 
which you last sent me, and which I am very sorry to h,ave detained rather 
longer than I intended. I had before expressed my opinion so fully on 
this subject to Mr. Burns himself that it has left me nothing to add, nor 
can I perceive any important alteration that is expected by the omission
now proposed. This is a subject· in which you will perceive that I have no 
direct or personal interest, the motives of my interference being merely to 
prevent any unfortunate collision of sen:timent between those who have 
hitherto entertained for each other sentiments only of attachment and 
respect, and at the same time to prevent anything appearing, and in the 
sanction of your name, inconsistent with what had before been published. 
Having done this to the best of my judgment, I must leave the result to 
Mr. Burns and to yourselves; but a very slight examination of what I have 
before written on this subject will show how impossible it is for me to 
express a general approbation of the narrative which has been submitted 
to my inspection. Much less can I answer for those who stand in a nearer 
connection with the late Dr. Currie, and who on a question of this nature
must necessarily be left to judge for themselves.-Believe me, with. 
sincerest attachment, etc., W. ROSCOE. 

CADELL & DA YIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 5th July, 1819. 

Dear Sir,-As we must ever be influenced by a strong desire to. 
reconcile any difference that may exist between two such ardent and 
attached friends to the fame and character of your distinguished brother, 
;s yourself and our excellent friend Mr. Roscoe, who we well know, 
.whenever your opinions do not exactly coincide, are only wishing to protect 
the Poet's fame by such means as appear to each of you as best calculated 
to produce that effect. We have thought it best to communicate to Mr. 
Roscoe the principal part of the last letter with which you favoured us, 
and he no longer intimating any wish to be at all consulted respecting any 
reference that you may intend to make to Dr. Currie's biography-still, 
however, feeling an earnest hope that you will do ample justice to the 
kindness and benevolence by which alone Dr. Currie was induced to enter 
so warmly into the publicatibn in question, we are most anxious to begin 
the printing of the new edition, and we request you will be so obliging as. 
send us the first volume of your corrected copy, upon which the printer is 
now perfectly ready for commencing his operations, with every desire to -
complete the work without the least intermption. It may be sent to us by 
the mail coach. We think the advertisement announcing the new edition 
may be thus inserted, or corrected in any way that you are so good as. 
point out:-
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"BURNS'S WORKS. NEW AND lMl'ROVED EDITION. 

"Pit.EPARIN<; FOR PUBLICATION. 

"Handsomely printed in Four Vols. (Octavo). The works of Robert 

Burns, with an account of bis life and a criticism on bis writir>gs, and 
some observations on the character and condition of the Scottish 

peasantry, by the late Dr. James Currie of Liverwol-to which arc 
now first added some further particulars of the author's life, and notes 
illustrative of his poems and his letters, and many other additions. 
By Mr. Gilbert Burns, the author's brother. Printed for, etc." 

We are, etc., 
CAD ELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, rnth July, 1819. 

Gentlemen,-! duly received yours of the 5th curt., and I fear Mr. 
Roscoe, in declining any further reference to him, is as much in a pet as I 

was; but I really wish he would in his imagination place himself a little 
more in my situation than he seems to have done, and consider what my 

feelings must be and have been. When I sent you my remarks on the 
Scottish peasantry, 26th November, 1816, and the memoir respecting my 
brother, which I sent you 16th July, 1818, I had intended them for 
publication, and thought the other directions inserted in that letter would 
have enabled the printer to have gone on with the first volume. It will, 
however, be best, as you suggest, that I send a first volume with the 
additions, cancelments, and corrections I wish marked in their proper 

places. As, however, my son, who copied these long papers for me, is 
now at a di;tance from me, and as it would occupy too much of my time to 
write another fair copy, as well as that on both I have some alterations to 

make, I beg you will send me both these papers in a packet by the mail 
coach, to be left with Mr. Martin at the Post Office, Haddington, and in 
the course of a few days after the receipt of them I will send you the first 
volume. In your last you do not mention how far you approve of the 

contents of the second volume, which I sent you 16th July, 1818. Perhaps 
as I do not wish to appear to have any connection with publishing the 
whole of Cromek's Reliques you may wish me to leave them entire, 
without putting any part of them in the edition I am connected with, 
though I should like to incorporate the few letters I have selected from the 

Reliques, or I could select several more if you should wish that. I beg 
you will write me fully on that subject when you send the papers, as I wish 
to begin the second volume the moment I shall ha' e finisb~d the first.-

I remain, etc., GILBERT BURNS. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

London, 16th July, 1819. 

Dear Sir,-We feel much gratified with the contents of your letter of 

the rnth received this morning. You have suggested what bas long been 
our wish respecting the arrangement of the volumes, but we felt some 
delicacy in interfering with your editorial opinions. We think we 
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expressed a wish that our new edition should include the whole of what 
was contained in Dr. Currie's volumes, the Reliques resting entirely on. 
the charaater of their collector, whi.cji could not cast any reflection upon 
you. \Ve have, moreover, found that this volume of ReHques is in n<> 
mean estimation with the public, and it strikes us that its being mingled 
with the others would cause an opinion to get abroad that much more was. 
withheld than probably you would think it necessary to omit. 

We have this day had the pleasure of sending the MSS. you direct by 
the mail coach, directed for you, to be left with Mr. Martin, at the Post 
Office, Haddington, and we again beg leave to add the sooner we are 
favoured, the more we shall feel obliged.-We are, etc., 

CADELL & DAVIES. 

GILBERT BURNS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, 4th August, 1819. 

Gentlemen,-1 send this day by the mail coach the first volume of my 
brother's life and works with such corrections and improvements as have 
occurred to me necessary and fit to be introduced. You will see that I 
have availed myself of some hints received from you, and if anything 
further occurs to you by which I might have it in my power to make 
the work more perfect, or more valuable to you, or if any objection appears. 
to you to lie against anything I have done, I beg you will communicate it 
freely, as I am anxious to do everything which may be in my power to 
increase the value of your property in these volumes and make it per
manent. I will proceed with preparing the second volume as fast as I can, 
and hope to be able to send it to you in two or three weeks. You may 
perhaps think this a longer period than might be necessary, as I had made 
out contents for it before, but I think to go over it again deliberately and 
minutely to try if I can do anything more for perfecting it. Meanwhile, 
I shall be glad to receive any hints you may think necessary respecting it 
or the following, and remain, yours truly, 

GILBERT BURNS. 

GILBERT BURNS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, 15th September, 1819. 

Gcntlemen,-1 return you the slips, with what corrections appeared te> 
me nece<;sary, with some trifling alterations which I hope it will not be 
inconvenient for you to make. I am delighted with the specimen you have 
sent me of the printing, which I think very beautiful, correct, and elegant. 
I send you likewise the second volume prepared for the pre>s, which I 
should gladly have improved more, but after looking over it again and 
again with the utmost care, I could find nothing further in my power. 
The three love letters I never thought fit for publication, and should like 
ill to restore what Dr. Currie saw reason for withdrawing ; but if you may 
think it much for your interest I shall not object to their being published, 
and you may insert them in the order of their dates, but I would much 
rather omit them. I see by the sheets you have sent me that Dr. Currie 
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has continued to improve the work to the fourth edition. As I have only 

the second edition, if there has been any addition to, or improvements of, 

the third and fourth volumes, it will be necessary that you send me the fourth 

edition of these volumes. I cannot publish either thP. "Jolly Beggars" or 

"Holy Willie's Prayer." If you think it necessary to have them, add 

them to the volume of Reliques. I will expect the third and fourth 

volumes as soon as possible if there be any rea~on for sending them at all, 

as I wish to devote every spare moment to getting them prepared. I have 

got one or two trifling, but pretty enough, things in verse which have never 

appeared in print which I will add to the third volume.-! remain, etc., 
GILBERT BURNS. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 

Dear Sir,-We had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 15th, 

and were very much gratified by finding that the fair sheets of the new 

edition now executed by Mr. M'Creery have given you so much satis

faction. We now enclose a continuation of those fair sheets, together with 

the third and fourth volumes of Dr. Currie's last edition, which we are 

anxiou<> to submit to your own comparative examination before your 

corrected copy of those volumes are sent to us for the press. We accept 

with much pleasure the new poems (however short} which you propose 

adding to our new edition, but by no means wish to introduce the "Jolly 

Beggars" and "Holy Willie's Prayer," against which you have so decided 

an objection.-We are, etc., CADELL & DAVIES. 

GILBERT BURNS TO CADELL & DAVIES. 

Grant's Braes, 291h September, 1819. 

Gentlemen,-! received your parcel and letter. The little proposed to· 

be given in the contents of the first volume to my account of my brother's 

family will do. Do you propose introducing any new decorations in your 

pre,ent edition? If so, what would you think of a fac-simile of the Poet'& 

hand-writing? I do not say this as if I wished it, which I do not at all, 

except you think it would add to the value of your edition, or tend to per

petuate your right. If you should think of this, I have a very brotherly 

letter I received from the Poet in 1791, which, although it alludes to some 

family matter<> of rather a delicate nature, I am a good deal inclined to give

you for the purpose, and which might be inserted, according to its date, 

without interrupting the series of numbers or pages in the second volume; 

or, I have a poem of his which never was printed, and, though not of much 

merit, and too local for publication otherwise, might pass as a specimen of 

the hand.writing. It is considerably tattered, having been a good deal 

handed about before it came into my possession, and one or two words are 

wanting, hut which might be supplied in another hand. They are both 

rather too long, the letter occupying a page and a half pretty large post 

paper, and the poem containing seven stanzas of eight lines, and none of 

them afford an advantageous specimen. On perusing the sheets you have 

sent, I have only discovered one inaccuracy, the want of a letter in the note 

at the bottom of page 318. I likewise observe that one or two sentences 
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in my own account of the family are very carelessly constructed, but I 
suppose it is now too late to alter them. I shall be glad to hear what you 
think of the suggestion regarding the fac·simile, but do not suppose that I 
feel any penonal interest in it whatever. -I remain, etc., 

GILBERT BURNS. 

CADELL & DAVIES TO GILBERT BURNS. 
Dear' Sir,-ln reply to your obliging letter of 29th September, we 

liave' now the pleasure of saying that we adopt your idea of the fac-simile 
of your brother's writing, and think it can be best given by accurately 
engraving his letter to you. The poem also, however it may appear to be 
comparatively deficient in general interest, is too valuable to be omitted. 
This will come among the contents of the third volume. We therefore 
request you will send both the letter and the new poem, together with the 
corre.ct copy of the third volume as soon as you possibly can, as the printer 
is now at a standstill for it.-We are, etc., CADELL & DAVIES. 

This, then, is the full narrative of Gilbert Burns's connec
tion with the Currie edition, and we leave our readers to draw 
their own conclusions. This much is made perfectly clear. 
From the first, Gilbert was overweighted with too keen a sense 
of the obligations of the Burns family to that of Dr. Currie, 
which led to the consuming desire to avoid the most trivial 
cause of offence which is only too plainly apparent. He wrote 
under the emasculating influence of a censorship which 
paralysed all editorial independence; what he did write was 
whittled down till it lost all semblance of force and originality; 
and every influence was constantly brought to bear to keep 
him in line with the stereotyped narrative of Dr. Currie. In 
another connection he writes-" Dr. Currie was misinformed, 
but he must not be contradicted," and it might have been as 
well if he had said that and nothing more concerning the 
Biography. Like all who hesitate, he fell between the two 
stools. D. M'NAUGHT. 

THE OLD SCOTS PLOUGH. 
INTERSPERSED through "The Earnock MSS." are several 
water-colours by Stodhard, among which is a sketch of the 
veritable plough used by the , Poet at Mossgiel, a repro
duction of which appears on the opposite page. Through 
the kindness of Mr. A. B. Todd, the veteran Burnsite of 
:cumnock, we are enabled to supplement the illustration by a 
verbal description. 
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The old wooden plough, with, of course, iron mountings, of 
which the preceding is a very excellent drawing, and with which 
Burns undoubtedly turned over the stiff and stubborn soil of 
Mossgiel, was undoubtedly the old original Scots plough which 
had been in use from "time out of mind," although exactly ten 
years previous to that time it had begun to be formed in a more 
artistic manner. I can very well remember the old original 
wood plough, and Mr. Wilkie's improvement of it, as my 
father had both, though I never saw the ·old original one at 
work. It was a most clumsy implement, and cannot be better 
described than in the words of the late Mr. William Aiton, of 
Strathaven, son of the then tenant of Silverwood, near Kilmar
nock, who, writing in the year 1811, thus speaks of it:-" The 
head of the Scotch plough was of wood, from 2 to 3 feet long, 
and about 6 to 8 inches on the square. The sock was 8 inches 
in diameter at the hinder end, and nearly 2 feet long. The 
beam was from 6 to 9 feet long, and nearly 20 inches round at 

· the middle, the wrest about 2 Yz feet in length, and the stilts, 
or handles, about 5 or 6 feet long. It required great power to 
move this monster of a plough, but when rightly constructed 
it cut and set up a well-shaped furrow of large dimensions, and 
it was well calculated for labouring land which was stiff and 
benty, or much encumbered with small stones." About that 
time, however, the wooden plough began to be more artistically 
formed and made much lighter, and though modelled after 
quite the same fashion it was far more easily handled by the 
ploughman and drawn by the horses. But the old plough 
could turn over a muc.h larger breadth of land, though never 
with fewer horses yoked to it than four, which explains the 
lines of Burns in his "Answer to a Mandate"-

" Imprimis, then, for carriage cattle, 
I have four brutes o' gallant mettle 
As ever drew afore a pettle : 
My Lan' afore's a guid auld has-been, 
An' wight an' wilfu' a' his days been, 
My Lan' ahin's a weel gaun fillie 
That aft has borne me hame frae KiJlie. 

My Fur ahin's a wordy beast 
As e'er in tug or tow was traced; 
The fourth's a Highland Donald hastie, 
A tl--d red-wud Kilburnie blastie." 
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Thus it will be seen that four horses were then yoked to this 

heavy plough, which guided by a "gaudsman"-a lad half

grown-were driven on at great speed (especially when 

ploughing stubble land and turning over a furrow 20 inches 

or 2 feet broad), actually, as Burns says, turning over "sax 

roods'' (an acre and a half) in a day, which really is no 

exaggeration; as in our younger years we had it from the 

mouths of those who were the contemporaries of Burns, my 

own father being only nine years his junior, and well acquainted 

with him. Although Burns never succeeded well as a farmer, 

he had a perfect knowledge of the best methods then in use, 

and never once have we found him in error when writing on 

any agricultural subject. 



MR. BALFOUR ON BURNS. 

T HE freedom of the burgh of Dumfries was, on 24th 
August last, conferred on the Right Hon. A. J. 

Balfour in recognition of his di~tinguished services as a states
man; and, at the same time, Miss Jessie M'Kie, of the Moat 
House, was admitted as a burgess as a token of the respect 
-of the towns-people, in reciprocation of her affection for her 
native burgh, and an ll;Cknowledgment of her efforts for its 
improvement. The ceremony took place at noon in the 
Drill Hall, in presence of a company numbering about 2000 
persons, specially invited. Provost Glover took the chair, 
and was supported on the right and left by Miss M'Kie and 
Mr. Balfour. Besides the Magistrates and members of the 
Council there were present on the platform Lord and Lady 
Herries, Sir Mark J. M'T. Stewart, M.P., and Lady Stewart; 
Sir R. T. Reid, M.P., and Lady Reid; Sir William Arrol; Sir 
Jalf\es Crichton Browne, M.D.; Mr. Akers Douglas, M.P., 
First Commissioner of Works; Mr. Akers Douglas, jun.; 
Mr. Robinson Souttar, M.P., and Mrs. Souttar; Mr. Maxwell, 
of Munches ; Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell, of Terraughtrie; Mr. 
and Mrs. Dudgeon, of Cargen; ex-Provost Shortridge, ex
Provost Lennox, Mr. W. A. Dinwiddie, Dumfries; Mr. 
Grierson, town-clerk ; Bailie Farries, Bailie Currie, and Dean 
Hiddleston. Apologies for absence were intimated from the 
Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch; the Earl of Dalkeith, M.P., 
and the Countess of Dalkeith ; Sir Alexander and Lady 
Grierson, of Rockhall ; Sir Herbert and Lady Maxwell, of 
Monreith ; Sir Robert Jardine, of Castlemilk ; Mr. Fergusson, 
of Craigdarroch ; Mr. and Mrs. Brooke, of Roddam; Miss 
Stewart, Southwick; Provost Hiddleston, Annan ; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Dickson, of Dabton. 

The PROVOST, in making the presentation, said:-1 have 
now the honour of addressing myself to the Right Hon. 
Arthur James Balfour, M.P., and on behalf of the Magis
trates, Town Council, and community, beg to offer for his 
acceptance the freedom of our ancient and royal burgh. It is 
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the highest honour we have in our power to bestow, and I 

beg to assure the right hon. gentleman that it is conferred. 

free from any consideration of party, but offered spon" 

taneously, with great heartiness, goodwill, and good wishes,. 

in full appreciation of the colossal talents which he brings. 

ungrudgingly and untiringly to the service of our Queen and1 

country. (Cheers.) I may safely assert, then, that here in. 

Dum[fies we can and do occasionally rise above party when 

we meet to honour a great stat.esman who has won the· 

admiration, love, and confidence of his friends and supporters. 

by reason of the rarest gifts, and earned the respect and 

esteem of his political opponents by. his unfailing courtesy. 

and lofty character. (Cheers.) In this climate of the free,. 

the freedom of Dumfries should have some special significance 

for a Scotsman, however illustrious. The historical fact can. 

never be allowed to die that here within our walls the Bruce· 

began the fight which for ever settled the question of Scottish 

independence. (Cheers.) Dumfries is writ largely in almost 

every page of Scottish story. Here by the classic banks of 

the Nith your brother burgess, Robert Burns, sang his sweetest 

lays, and in the spirit of purest patriotism poured forth the

rousing refrain-

" Does haughty Gaul i1wasion threat ? 

Be Britain ~till to Britain true, 

Amang oursel's united, 

For never but by British hanclo; 

Maun British wrangs be righted." 

-a sentiment which was re-echoed with the wildest enthusi

asm over every hill and glen and valley of our native land, and 

which did much to correct the uninformed opinion of the 

time. (Cheers.) We all regret, sir, that the state of your· 

health prevented your coming down to Dumfries last year to 

take part in what Lord Rosebery has described as "the finest 

memorial service he had ever seen." (Cheers.) But we were 

well assured of your sympathy. As an intellectual chief of 

our Scottish race ranking in the highest strata of refined. 

thought, we are delighted at having this opportunity of 

honouring you, and on behalf of my colleagues in the Town. 

Council and the community I now beg to present you with. 

the freedom of the royal burgh of Dumfries. (Loud cheers.) 
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Mr. BALFOUR, who was received with loud cheers, said:
""Mr. Provost, my Lords, ladies, and gentlemen, fellow
burgesses, and fellow Scotsmen, I rise to thank you for 
the great honour which has this day in your presence been 
done me by your representatives, the Town Council of 
Dumfries. (Cheers.) It would have been an honour in 

.any circumstances to have been made a burgess of this 
.royal and a~cient burgh, but the honour to me is doubled 
by the statement which the Provost made at the beginning 

.. of his kind remarks, when he told you that party had nothing 
·whatever to do with the ceremony in which we are now taking 
part. (Cheers.) It is the fate, the unhappy fate, of politicans, 
living and working in a free country, and living and working, 
therefore, in a political atmosphere, from which party cannot 
.and ought not to be banished, it is their misfortune that they 
cannot always escape from those party c0nsiderations which 
.are a necessary element in our public life, but which ought not 
.to be permitted to enfold and impress the whole of that life 
·which we share as citizens of a c~mmon country. (Cheers.) 
It is therefore a matter to me of ,'special gratification when a 
•mark of the affection and regarq bf my fellow-countrymen is 
_given me, as it is given me on tllf present occasion, with no 
thought of party contrasts, witn~ thought of party con
;troversy lying at the bacl,{ of it, with no hope and no desire 
to obtain political capital out of anything that may be said 
-or done. (Cheers.) Now you have referred to the fact that 
it has been my most earnest hope and desire that I should 
pay a visit to Dumfries on an earlier occasion than the present. 
.I had hoped up to the very last moment that I might have 
been privileged to take part in the great ceremony which these 
-walls saw a little over a year ago, and to have been an auditor 
..as well as a reader of the admirable observations which Lord 
Rosebery made upon that occasion. But as my Parliamentary 
friends-and there are many of them here-as my Parlia
mentary friends will tell you, the House of Commons is for 
:the leader of the House a very jealous employer. (Cheers.) 
It does not readily grant leave while the session is still going 
on, and if I rightly remember, I was, at the moment in which 
you were occupied with the Burns celebration, sitting some 
ten or twelve hours a day within the walls of the House of 
.Commons listening to a debate which was certainly prolonged, 
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.and which I trust was useful. (Laughter.) It is a singular fact 

that within a comparatively brief number of months I have 

bad my attention directed to no less than four ceremonials 

-connected with great literary men, and all these men were 

Scotsmen. (Cheers.) There was the Burns celebration of 

last July, there was the most interesting ceremony which took 

place in London, at which I was present, in which the memory 

of Carlyle was the subject dealt with' in connection with the 

acquisition of the house in which he lived, in perpetual 

memory of the work which he did for literature. There was 

the Stevenson meeting in Glasgow-(cheers)-at which, un

luckily, I could not be present, although I earnestly desired 

to be; and there was the meeting connected with the memorial 

put up to Sir Walter Scott-(cheers)-in Westminster Abbey, 

.a meeting in which I had the great honour of taking part. 

Now, these four names, which have thus within a very brief 

space come up in this public manner for public recognition 

before different audiences in the United ~ingdom, were, as I 

have said, all Scotsmen-were, in a manner, all men who were 

not only Scotsmen by birth but Scotsmen to the core-by 

it.raining, by education, by love of their country. (Cheers.) 

[ do not suppose that four such men of common origin, 

.and in a sense of common training, I. do not suppose that 

four more different geniuses could be found in the litera

ture of any other country. (Cheers.) Of all these four 

men, without doubt, the one who I will not say is the 

.greatest, for these comparisons are impossible, but the 

•One who is nearest to the hearts of the great. mass . of 

his fellow-countrymen-is Robert Burns. (Cheers.) Of 

·course, as I have just said, it is impossible to make literary 

comparisons between such diverse geniuses with any hope of 

.arriving at a fruitful result, and, indeed, Stevenson has been too 

recently dead, too recently taken from us, for even the hardiest 

critic to venture to prophesy the exact position which he is 

destined ultimately to occupy in the literary history of his 

·Country. This, I think, however, we may say of him-we may 

say that he was a man of the finest and the most delicate 

imagination, and that he wielded in the service of that imagin

ation a style which for grace, for suppleness, for its power 

of being at once turned to any purpose which the author 

.desired has seldom been matched-in my judgment it has 
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hardly ever been equalled-by any writer, English or Scotch~ 
(Cheers.) Carlyle-it would perhaps be absurd to expect that 
he, the historian and the philosopher, should be as much 
understood by the great mass of mankind as ;i poet or a 
writer of romance; and indeed I don't feel myself that I am 
sufficiently of the straitest sect of that great man's admirers to 
be able to speak worthily of him here. I hold that only 
those who can admire fully and freely are competent critics of 
great genius-(cheers)-and that Carlyle was a great genius
that Carlyle had in him a force and originality of nature 
which enabled him to speak to two generations of his country
men with a power and a force on some of the deepest and 
most important subjects which can interest us-that Carlyle 
could do that as perhaps no man has been able to do it, 
is a fact which, whether we admire Carlyle or do not admire 
him, we must acknowledge as honest historians he succeeded 
in doing. But if we can hardly expect that the author of 
"Sartor Resartus" and of the "French Revolution" should 
be a popular favourite and popular friend in the same sense 
that Burns was and is a popular friend, the case is not so 
easy when we come to Sir Walter Scott-(cheers)-for Sir 
\Valter Scott was not only one of the greatest men of letters 
that have ever lived in any country, but he was also one of 
the best and most lovable of men who have ever adorned 
any society. (Cheers.) And as time goes on, so far from his 
fame becoming dimmed or the knowledge of him becoming 
the property only of the few, it seems to me, as far as I 
can judge, he is more likely to defy the ravages of time than 
almost any other of the writers who have adorned the present 
century. (Cheers.) And yet, ladies and gentlemen, holdin~ 
that opinion I return to what I said at the beginning of 
these remarks-that of the four great Scotsmen thus recently 
celebrated, all of whom wrote and lived within little more 
than the last 100 years, Burns, the first .in time of the four, 
is the one who . at this moment holds the first place also 
in the hearts of the great mass of Scotsmen. (Cheers.) I 
suppose that if we all set to work to account for this 
phenomenon; we should find that like most other pheno
mena more than one cause contributes ·to to it. It seems, 
to me, indeed, that not only does Robert Burns hold a peculiar 
and unique position in the minds of Scotsmen, and among 
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Scotsmen of letters, but that he holds a unique pos1t10n, 
so far as I understand the matter, if we survey the whole 
field of modern literature, for I know no other case-I do 
not speak dogmatically upon the point-I don't recall any 
other case in which we can say with the same confidence 
that a poet has occupied a place, and a great place in 
universal literature, and that he is also the daily companion 
of hundreds of thousands of men and women who cannot 
be described as belonging to a class who make an occu
pation of literary study. (Cheers.) I imagine that this 
unique fact, if unique fact it be, is in part due to the 
circumstance that Burns dealt so largely with those great 
elementary feelings, passions, and experiences which are 
common to every human being, whether he be literary or 
whc.ther he be not literary, whatever his occupation in life may 
be, whatever be the labours which engross his time. For his 
best poems after all-not all his poems, but the bulk of his best 
poems-deal with such things as love and friendship, the 
joys of family life, the sorrows of parting-all things which 
come within the circle of our daily experience. And he 
dealt with them simply as they are, in a manner which comes 
home to every man and every woman, which readily falls in 
with, which readily echoes their own intimate sense of reality, 
which speaks to them, therefore, in tones of sympathy and 
of consolation, and which is present with them in all the 
experiences of their daily life. (Cheers.) And while this. 
is the character of the subjects of which Burns treated, he 
treated them at a time and in a manner which gives him 
an absolutely unique position in the development of British 
literature, for he was unconscious of his mission, he was 
unconscious of the great work which he was to initiate and 
foreshadow. (Cheers.) He was the first of those great 
revolutionary writers-revolutionary, I mean, in the literary 
sense of the word-who made the early years of the present 
century so rich in instruction and so rich in genius. (Cheers.} 
He was the precursor of Wordsworth and Scott ; of Byron, 
Shelley, and Keats ; but while he was their precursor, while 
he heralded this great change in the literary fashion~ of his 
country, he spoke in tones which have deeply sunk mto the 
popular mind, which appeal to people to whom the names 
of Wordsworth and Shelley, or Byron and Keats, are names, 

D 
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but little else. I suppose I ought to add in estimating 
this double quality of Burns's fame-I mean the popular 
quality and universal literary quality-I suppose I must 
enumerate, I must mention one fact which is obvious 
enough, but which has doubtless had its influence
namely, that he wrote in our Scotch vernacular. (Cheers~) 
Now, it is necessary in a poet who is to occupy the position 
which Burns occupied among his countrymen, it is necessary 
that he should speak the language of his countrymen ; it is 
necessary that every man should feel not that he is reading 
a mere literary construction, but that the words which the 
poet uses are familiar words which he immediately under
stands, and which carry with them a wealth of association 
without which poetry is but a vague and empty sound. But 
the misfortune of popular poets has often been that, while 
they spoke the vernacular of their country, this vernacular 
was so restricted in its area that the great literary heart, 
that the great literary world which is confined to no coun
try and to no people were incapable of appreciating what 
he said, except through the imperfect medium of trans
lation, and, as we all know, translation, however admirable, 
.and however excellent, and however painstaking, never has, 
never can, and never will preserve the inmost life and essence 
.of the work of art with which it deals. (Applause.) But the 
fate of Robert Burns was happier than the fate of those of 
whom I speak, for though he spoke and wrote in our Scotch 
vernacular, that vernacular is itself but a form of the great 
language which is now the birth-tongue of more people born 
into the world than any other literary language whatever. 
(Cheers.) But while appealing, therefore, as only one writing 
the Scotch vernacular could appeal to the mind and feelings of 
Scotsmen, the great mass of the English-speaking world do 
not feel towards him as a foreigner must feel towards a 
language which he has not spoken from his youth. Rather do 
they feel, though here and there there may be words which are 
strange to them, that the language is after all the language of 
their own childhood, and they can cherish Robert Burns as a 
poet of their own language, a poet speaking their own tongue. 
(Cheers.) One other cause may perhaps have done something 
to add to the universal character and world-wide fame which 
our poet enjoys, and seems likely in ever-increasing measure to 
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enjoy in the future. That cause is that in every part of tlie 
world you will find Scotsmen, and that wherever you do find 
Scotsmen you will find people who are making their presence 
felt in the communities in which they live. And wherever you 
find a Scotsman you will, I am glad to think, also find people 
who are by no means prepared to allow a careless or unthink
ing world to forget the glories of their native land. (Cheers) 
Therefore it is that the fame of Burns has spread wherever 
Scotsmen have spread, and that there is a kind and degree of 
worship paid to his genius such as I believe is paid to the 
genius of no other poet of any kind or of any country. 
{Cheers) Mr. Provost, I fear that in these observations I may 
seem at all events to have travelled somewhat far from the 
:immediate occasion on which I have the honour of addressing 
'YOU. But, after all, that is not the case, for as your youngest 
burgess, as one who values the privileges which you have in no 
,stinted measure just conferred upon me, I feel that not the 
least of these privileges, as you yourself have said, is that I 
may feel myself a citizen of this town so intimately associated 
'with great events in Scottish history in general, and in par
ticular with the life of Robert Burns. (Loud cheers.) One of 
the greatest possessions of any community is the memory of 
its great men. And much as I admire the vigorous life of 
your community, and great as I feel the privilege of being a 
.citizen of Dumfries, that privilege is enhanced in my eyes, as 
I believe it to be in the eyes of everyone whom I am now 
addressing, by the memory of the distinguished men who have 
been admitted before me into these privileges. May the pros
perity of your burgh, Mr. Provost, go on ever increasing like 
the fame of the greatest of its sons, and may Dumfries be 

.associated in the future as it has been in the past with the 
names of men who have rendered Scotland illustrious, and 
may there be added in the future to the long and brilliant roll 
.of your burgesses many a name as yet unknown, but which our 
children and our children's children may revere as ornaments 
of their country and as pillars of the State. (Cheers.) I beg 
.earnestly and from my heart to thank you both for the honour 
which you have this day conferred upon me, and not less for 
the manner in which it has been conferred. (Loud cheers.) 

Sir ROBERT T. REID, M.P., then proposed a vote of thanks 
.to the chairman. They were all proud to add to their burgess-
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roll, he said, a lady whose good deeds and the spirit whicb 
inspired them were so well known to the people, and they 
were also always, without exception, most happy to welcome 
to Dumfries and to the highest honour which Dumfries could 
offer a distinguished statesman, who knew not only how oo 
earn the affection of his followers-(cheers)-but also the 
respect of his opponents-(renewed cheers)-because there 
were none of them who were indifferent to the qualities of 
courage, of sincerity, and unselfishness which had at all times. 
distinguished Mr. Balfour's career. (Cheers.) 

The PROVOST acknowledged, and the audience dispersed, 
an instrumental band which had been in attendance meanwhile
playing "God Save the Queen." 



EURNS'S EXCISE DUTIES AND 
EMOLUMENTS. 

I N the end of last century the following were subject to 
Excise duties:-Auctions, bricks and tiles, beer, candles, 

coaches, cocoa-nuts, coffee, cyder, perry, verjuice, glass, hops, 
hides and skins, malt, mead or Metheglin, paper, pepper, 
printed calico and silk goods, soap, British spirits, foreign 
spirits, starch, salt, stone bottles, sweets, tea, tobacco and 
snuff, wine, and wire. The duty upon these articles was, in 
nearly every case, charged during the manufacture, and the 
surveillance of the processes entailed upon the officer frequent 
visits by day and night, on Sunday and Saturday. For 
example, soap-boilers were surveyed every four hours, candle
makers every six hours, and even brick-makers had some times 
to be surveyed twice a day. Each article had several rates of 
duty. Tanners had to pay fourteen different rates, per Lb., per 
skin, and per dozen skins, according to the kind of hide; and 
even hare and rabbit skins were not allowed to escape. There 
were seventy-eight rates of paper duty according to size, kind, 
and quality, and other similar instances could be given. Of 
course, no single Excise officer had all these manufactures in 
his station; but he generally had a number of them, and he 
was never allowed to forget his responsibility with regard to 
them all. He was expected to detect within the bounds of the 
district allotted to him every article upon which the king's dues 
had not been paid. 

The great number and character of these articles are to the 
Inland Revenue officer of the present day suggestive of com
plicated and vexatio11s regulations; and when our modern 
official contemplates this list, he must confess that his own 
lines have fallen in pleasant places, compared with those of his 
last century prototype. 

In those days a tax was levied on almost every article in 
daily use in the household, and the following will illustrate the 
straits to which our ancestors were sometimes put in this 
·respect. A progenitor of the writer was tenant of the farm of 
Drumbeg, in Kirkoswald parish, and was particular in all his 
.observances, civil and religious. Chalmers, in his Caledonia, 

, '' 



says of Kirkoswald-" There were never any seceders in this 
parish till 1790, when one family came from Beith of the 
Burgher persuasion." Robert Wilson, Drumbeg, was the 
patriarch of this family of Burghers. He was a strict 
disciplinarian, and all unlawful occupations, like cheating the 
Excise, were forbidden ; but there was a sad falling off in his 
own family. Without his knowledge one of them had made a 
small quantity of malt, which was sent to the neighbouring 
kiln to be dried. It had just been sent home by the miller 
when the latter, seeing the supervisor and officer coming, sent 
a child to the farm to give warning, but the officials intercepted 
the messenger, who innocently let out the secret. They, no 
doubt, thought the farm stock better value than the miller's 
chattels, for they at once set off running to the farmhouse, and 
caught Martha Wilson coming down a ladder from one of the 
outhouses. Recognising them, she with great deliberation 
walked past them to the house, and, while they were searching 
the barns and lofts, she securely concealed the malt. Martha 
then suddenly recollected the smuggled salt in the kitchen. 
This she had time to empty into a pot on the fire, but 
all the time the officers were there her face reflected a 
guilty conscience, for she could not get out of her mind 
the home-made candles that ' had never paid duty, and 
were lying on a shelf in full view. In this year, 1814, 
an impoverished Government ordained that candles made 
in country places for the maker's own use should pay duty; 
so, here we find in an out-of-the-way country farmhouse 
three articles in daily consumption which the farmer's family 
had made duty free without his knowledge, and for which he 
might have been made to pay sweetly had it not been 
for the dexterity and ready wit of her daughter. Aunt Martha, 
when advanced in years, used to relate with great glee how she 
had outwitted her own father and the gaugers at the same 
time. 

BOOKS OF lNSTRGCTIONS. 

In 1797, Collector James Huie published the first edition 
of An Abridgement of all the Statutes now in Force Relative to the 
Revenue of the Excise in Great Britain. This "abridgement," 
consisting of about nine hundred octavo pages, was the earliest 
attempt to place the Excise statutes in a comprehensive form, 
and the Board admitted the great utility of Mr. Huie's labours 
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by purchasing copies for the use of every officer in the country. 
Up till this period an excise officer had to extract the know
ledge necessary for his guidance from fragmentary instructions 
and general orders, and it was no mean achievement for a 
clever officer to have mastered their contents in a lifetime. 
In addition to the growing duties already referred to, there 
were payable many licenses, and the advent of Huie's Abridge
ment must have marked the dawn of a new era to all ranks of 
the distracted service. The Poet had not the good fortune 
to see that day, and he had to obtain his Excise knowledge by 
plodding through Acts of Parliament, general letters, and 
memoranda. 

EXCISE STORIES. 

Several stories have come down to us which were originally 
related as redounding to Burns's credit, but upon which some 
recent critics have founded charges to his dishonour :-

Professor Gillespie, of St. Andrews, when at Thornhill on a fair day 
in 1793, saw Burns call hurriedly at the door of a poor woman, named 
Kate Watson, who, it was understood, was doing a little business on her 
own account/or tke day. With a nod and a movement of the forefinger, 
Burns brought her to the cioor. "Kate," said he, "are ye mad? The 
supervisor and I will be in on ye in half·an·hour. Guid·bye t' ye at pre
sent," and with that he disappeared in the crowd. On another occasion, a 
woman-Jean Dunn, of Kirkpatrick, who had been brewing some beer 
duty free for tke /air-observed Burns and another officer named Robinson 
coming towards her house. Jean slipped out at the back door, and left her 
servant and her young daughter to face the gaugers. " Has there been 
any brewing for the fair here to-day?" " Oh, no, sirs, we hae nae license 
for that," replied the servant lass. "That's no' true," exclaimed the wee 
lassie, " the muckle kist is fu' o' the bottles o' yill that ma mither sat up a• 
nicht brewin' for the fair." "\Ve are in a hurry just now," said Burns, 
" but when we return from the fair we will examine the muckle black kist. 
Come along, Robinson." 

Letters have appeared in Scotch newspapers condemning 
the Poet for his action in these cases, and saying he was false 
to the interests of the revenue he had sworn to uphold when 
he accepted the King's Commission. It is hard to have to 
deal with such misconceptions so long after the event, but lies 
are not like rolling stones-they gather as they go, and the 
sooner- their course is stopped the better. 

Until the year 1880, anyone who liked could brew beer for 
private use without paying either license money or growing 
duty, and from the time of Charles II. any person was at liberty 
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to brew beer, without a license, for sale at fairs in Scotland, 

but before selling it the proper duty had to be paid. In Burns's 
time this was:-

Small Beer, - 2 / per barrel of r 2 galls. Scotch. 

Twopenny Ale, 4/ 2 ,, 
Strong Ale, - 10/ ,, ,, 

Twelve gallons Scotch were equivalent to 36 gallons English, 

.and the twopenny ale was preserved for Scotchmen, along with 

the Solemn League and Covenant and other privileges, by the 

Act of Union, in 1707. In this famous Act of Queen Anne, it 
was ·agreed that ale sold in Scotland at 2d a pint Scotch should 

in all time coming pay no higher duty than 2/ per gallon-a 

privilege which we have not thought worth retaining, although, 

.as recorded in "Tam o' Shanter," "Tippeny" was no teetotal 

beverage. Persons who brewed for sale at fairs were called 

bye-brewers, as distinguished from common brewers, and, by a 

General Order of 25th October, 1740, they were required to 
give notice of their intention to sell beer at a fair. The officers 

were instructed to insist upon their paying the duty for the beer 

.they intended to retail before they sold any part of it, and to 

acquaint them that if they sold without having first paid the 

duty, or sold more than they had first paid duty for, they would 

be prosecuted. Another curious feature of those times was 

that a license was not required for " alehouses, etc., situated 

upon, or near, to the King's Military Roads in Scotland, nor in 

.any Royal Burgh, nor within the Burghs of Dunblain, .Muthil, 

Crief, Dunkeld, or within one mile thereof." This provision 

was repealed in 1801; but the perrnission to brew beer for sale 

"in booths and other places at the time and place for holding 

fairs " was still continued. 

1n 1820, there being reason to believe that beer was being 

sold at wakes, revels, and other merry-makings, by unlicensed 

persons, under the idea that the exemption for fairs extended 

to such meetings, the Commissioners warned all such persons 

that by doing so they incurred a penalty of £so. The privi

lege of brewing for fairs was not repealed tiil 1862. 

In the light of this information, let us now examine the two 

incidents quoted, which must have taken place before August, 

1790, and when the Poet was officer of Dumfries 1 st Itinerancy. 

He had ridden from Dumfries, a distance of fifteen miles, 
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surveying traders en ruute at such places as Holywood, Auld

girth, Closeburn, etc., arriving at Thornhill before the fair 

commenced'. Having been in charge of this station for some 

time, he knew all the bye-brewers in the place, and went round 

them to see who had been brewing, and to charge them with 

the proper duty. The supervisor would attend later to receive 

payment. Kate Watson and Jean Dunn were probably well 

known as old offenders, and easily discovering that they had 

been brewing beer, he knew it was from no philanthropic motive, 

and he warned them of the consequences. He had no proof 

of sale, and in the case of such poor persons his instructions 

were to prevent evasion of the law; and as a conscientious, 

energetic officer, he did his duty effectually, and at the same 

mercifully, by these domiciliary visits on the morning of the fair. 

S:,rnGGLING. 

The question of smuggling had an important bearing on the 

life of an Excise officer in the end of last century; and the 

Executive were often unable to cope with the daring and 

organised bands of illegal traders, as the body of the people 

sympathised with the latter. In fact, smuggling became a 

lucrative, and, in the end, an over-crowded profession, in which 

all classes of the community were ready to engage, and in 

which fortunes were often made and lost. 

Ferintosh Smuggling.-Between 1690 and 1786 there 

existed the famous Ferintosh monopoly, by which Forbes, of 

Culloden, in return for political services rendered against the 

Royal house of Stuart, was permitted to distil whisky, duty-free, 

on his estate on the Black Isle.* "His brewery of aqua vita: 

having been burnt down during his absence in Holland, on his 

return, Forbes, by supplication to the Estates of Parliament, 

was relieved by an old Scotch ·Statute for any levie in 

all time coming upon spirits distilled from the lands of 

Ferintosh." At the time this relief was granted, it did not 

mean very much, when the duty was !d per gallon; but in 

I 690, through the influence of the other distillers, a sum of 

400 merks Scots (£ 22) was annually exacted from Forbes for 

the privilege, which was to have been free for all time. After the 

Union of the Parliaments, complaints were frequently made by 

the regular distillers, and towards the end of the 1 Sth century, 

*Owen's Plain Papen. 
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when the duty had increased to 3s l ltd per gallon, an Act 
was passed (24 Geo. III. (sess. 2) c. 46) empowering the 
Treasury to agree with Arthur Forbes upon' a compensation 
to be made to him in lieu of the exemption. This took effect 
in 1786, when he was paid £21,500 for relinquishing a privi
lege which was alleged to have yielded him £ 20,000 a year. 

Ferintosh estate is situated in the parish of Urquhart and 
County of Nairn. It lies along the shores of the Firth of 
Cromarty, and is about 9 square miles in extent. The effect of 
this privilege seems to have been that in process of time the 
Forbes estate in the Black Isle became covered with distilleries, 
and ultimately, as the duty became higher, there was more 
aqua vita' produced from the corn crops of Ferintosh than 
from all the rest of Scotland. Not only was the real Ferintosh 
duty free, but large quantities, made illegally in other places, 
were imported into the district, to be subsequently exported as 
the genuine make of Duncan Forbes; while all over the north 
iHicit distillers endeavoured to pass their produce southward by 
branding it Ferintosh. An officer has been known to capture, 
in a single night, a dozen horses, each laden with two ankers 
of the poteen; and when the whole seizure-horses, harness, 
and whisky-had been sold, the officer would receive half the 
proceeds. Sometimes officers employed two or three men to 
assist them in this part of their business, trusting to be recouped 
afterwards from the proceeds of the seizures. 

As soon as the privilege was withdrawn, a curious object 
lesson was to be seen at Ferintosh, where the whole population, 
abnormally swollen by the operation of the whisky monopoly, was 
instantly affected by its abolition.· Hundreds of men and women, 
thoroughly instructed ill"the art of distillation, emigrated with all 
their technical knowledge to other parts of the Highlands, and 
each party of emigrants, doubtless, became the forebears of a race 
o,f smugglers which troubled the Board of Excise for generations. 

Iq the year following the exodus, 1787, there were 29 
licensed distilleries at work in Ferintosh, which, in process of 
time, all disappeared; but the "Real Ferintosh" is not forgotten 
in the Highlands, and the old rhyme may be still heard-

" In Campbeltown my love was born, 
Her mither in Glen Turrit; 

But Ferintosh is the lass fot me, 
For she"s the strongest spirit." 
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Higlzland Line and Border Smuggling.-Towards the end 

of the eighteenth century the spirit duty had been largely 

increased, but smuggling had increased in a greater ratio, and 

soon a more objectionable system than Ferintosh was intro

duced. By 2 5 Geo. III., c. 2 2, Scotland was divided into 

two parts, and in the northern portion a much smaller duty was 

exacted. The line of division is tlius described in Section lo

" A line beginning at the Boat of Balloch, where Loch Lomon<f 

runs into the River Leven, and proceeding along the great 

military road from thence by Bucklivie to the town of Stirling,. 

and from thence along the great road called Hillfoot Road on 

the south side of the Ochell Hills till it meets with the great 

road from Kinross to Perth, and along the same till it comes to· 

the Bridge of Earn, and along the Water of Earn till its. 

junction with the River Tay, and along that river till it joins. 

the German Ocean." 
The position of this line was several times altered by 

subsequent Acts. By 3 Geo. III., c. 69, it began at Boat of 

Bal\och, and stretched, ria Bucklivie, Thornhill, Dumblane, 

Auchterarder, Perth, Kinclavin, Blairgowrie Alyth, Kerrymuir, 

along the base of the Grampians to Aberdeen. By 37 Geo. 

III., c. 102, it began at Crinan, and went by Loch Gilpin, 

Inveraray, Arrochar, Tarbet, north of Ben Lomond, Callendar 

of l\fonteith, Crieff, Ambleree, Inver, Dunkeld, Fettercairn, 

Cuttie's Hillock, Kincardine O'Neal, Clatt, Huntley, Keith, 

Fochabers, Elgin, Forres, to Findhorn. Another Act created 

an intermediate district, where different regulations existed. 

Thus there were three rates of duty in Great Britain-the 

lowest rate in the north, the medium rate in the Lowlands, and 

the highest rate in England. In these differential duties lay 

the inducement to run aqua ·vita' across the Highland line, and 

across the English Border, escaping payment of the higher 

duty exigible to the south of these divisions. A large force of 

Revenue officers was employed in suppressing smuggling 

along these lines, and it wac; when engaged in this duty near 

Aberfeldy in 1810 that Joseph Train was captured by a band 

of smugglers, and kept prisoner till nightfall. Mr. Train 

strongly advocated the abolition of the Highland line, which 

was effected in 18 l 6. 
In 1787 the method of charging the duty was also altered. 

Previously the whisky duty had been at a fixed rate per gallon 
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made, but it was changed in that year to a fixed rate per gallon 
of still content. It immediately became an object for the 
regular distiller to have his stills as small as possible, and to 
fill them as oft.en as pQssible. They also soon learned to alter 
them from a spherical form to fiat discs, which latter presented 
a great surface to a quick fire, and rapidly extracted the alcohol. 
These manceuvres in the end gave rise to a Board's order to the 
·effect that no still was to be charged more than eight times in 
twent}-four hours. This method of collecting the whisky duty 
prevailed for years, and it was ultimately as high as 
£64 16s 4d per gallon of still content in the lowlands and 
£ 3 in the Highlands. 

Foreign Contraband Smuggling.-At the same time our 
coasts were infested by daring crews of the Dirk Hatteraick 
class engaged in the foreign contraband traffic, and the 
combined strength of the Customs and Excise being unable to 
cope with the evil, military and naval forces were frequently 
called to their assistance. 

In 178 r, the Commissioners of Excise admitted "that the 
evil practice of smuggling has increased of late to a pitch of 
enormity, and been carried on with a force and violence 
almost without example in former times, in so much that the 
revenue officers can no longer do their duty." 

Paterson, in his Histor_y of A;·rshire, says:-" Smuggling of 
tea, tobacco, and brandy was carried on formerly. Large 
vessels, then called Buckers, lugger-rigged, carrying twenty, 
and some thirty, guns, were in the habit of landing their car
goes in the Bay of Ballantrae, while a hundred Lintowers, 
some of them armed with cutlass and pistol, might have been 
seen waiting, with their horses ready to receive them, to con
vey the goods by unfrequented paths through the country, and 
even to Glasgow and Edinburgh. Many secret holes, recep
tacles for contraband articles still exist, in the formation of 
which much skill and cunning is shown. The old kirk itself, 
We are informed, contained one of the best. Every occupation 
was neglected to engage in this demoralising traffic. From a 
letter lately found, it appears that the ruling elder was the chief 
actor and the centre of a very extensive smuggling body on the 
coast." There were forty-two armed Revenue cutters in the 
service of the customs, and fourteen attached to the Excise 
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department, entirely engaged in the suppression of this traffic,. 

These government cruisers were swift sailers, manned by crews. 

of between twenty and thirty men of a superior class, who. 

were all members of H. M. service, and entitled to pensions on. 

retirement. They were gradually paid off and sold, and, in 

1856 (19 and 20 Viet., cap. 83), the remaining boats were

handed over to the control of the Admiralty, the officers and 

men being either pensioned or provided for in the public· 

service. It is an interesting fact that Highland Mary's father, 

Archibald Campbell, was one of these cuttersmen, but he 

would seem to have left the service early, having lost the sight 

of one of his eyes. 

Smuggling in Kirkoswald. - Paterson's description of 

Ballantrae was equally applicable to Kirkoswald, which. 

stretches for miles along the shore on both sides of Turn

berry Point. Numerous chambers for concealing contraband 

have been found in the latter parish, and these were generally 

constructed in the centre of the service roads to the farms, well 

built, covered with large flags, and finished off with road metal. 

One was discovered at Balkenna by the Martha Wilson already 

mentioned falling into it and hurting herself on her way t0 

school. Whenever it was considered safe the goods were taken. 

out of the hiding places, and conveyed on horse-back by 

circuitous saddle tracks through the hills to Edinburgh-the 

smugglers striking off the main road somewhere between. 

Girvan and Ayr. The country folk used to talk of the 

"Battle of Howshean Moss," between a party of smugglers. 

and the Revenue men, at which firearms were used-one 

horse at least having been shot dead. Brakenridge, then. 

tenant in Drumbeg, and Ferguson, in Balkenna (a cousin of 

Tam o' Shanter), were involved in the fray, and subsequently 

tried in the High Court of J usticiary for their share in it. 

There occurs a note in Chalmers's Caledonia, and, to be 

suggested by the parish minister, it contains a rather curious. 

theory-" It is stated that the inhabitants of Kirkoswald, 

owing to the prevaience of smuggling, attained a me::i!'ure of 

refine1r-.enL m me manner of livmg ana dress eariier than in. 

the neighbouring parishes." 

Burns himself tells us that he came into close contact with. 

smugglers and their ways during his residence at Kirkoswald,.. 
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when seventeen years old. While he attended the school of 
Hugh Rogers to learn mathematics, he lodged with his uncle, 
Brown, at Ballochneil Farm, which was not far from Turn
berry, Drumbeg, Balkenna, and Shanter. The farmers mostly 
kept boats, apparently for fishing, but really to help in landing 
foreign contraband. It seems that Douglas Graham, Shanter, 

. .called his boat the Tam o' Shanter. Burns was therefore in 
.the very focus of the smuggling traffic as carried on by the 
•Carrick band, which no doubt numbered among its members 
many friends and relatives of the Poet; and in these times no 

-one could blame him if his warm young sympathies, and, 
perhaps, active help were granted to the law-breakers. It is 
also certain that the experience so gained did him in good 

-stead, when it afterwards became his duty to carry out the very 
Jaws which formerly he had perhaps broken. 

" TAM O' S HANTER " AS A DRA:ll.\. 

This parish is teeming with Burnsiana, and it may be inter
-esting here to relate that Robert and Sarah Graham, son and 
daughter of Tam o' Shanter, lived for many years at Clachantin. 
In 1832, the year of the great visitation of cholera to this country, 
the good folks of Glasgow were so scared by its approach that 
the theatres and other places of amusement were deserted and 
.closed. Many actors and actresses were thrown out of work, 
_and, starving for want of the necessaries of life, they went to 
the country districts, where they were sure of a little sympathy. 
A party of these strolling-players took up their quarters at Bally
hilly Barn, Kirkoswald, and for three nights performed "Tam 
-0' Shanter" and " The Gentle Shepherd " to crowded houses. 
Robert Graham, Clachantin, son of the veritable Tam, honoured 
the performances with his patronage. An eye witness says that 
the plays were highly appreciated, notwithstanding the realistic 
nature of the scenery and the brevity of the witches' ball 
.dresses. 

EMOLUMENTS. 

In Burns's day, and for long afterwards, the detecting officer 
was entitled not only to one-half of all fines imposed in court, 
but also to one-half of the produce of the seizures. Still further, 
officers were entitled to receive important perquisites upon 
seizures which were ordered to be destroyed, as 2/6 a lb. on 
.tea seized and afterwards destroyed, 22/7 for a still head and 
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worm, £so for apprehending a smuggler, etc. In connection 
with fines in court, the law expenses, and the expenses of 
"dining " the magistrates, clerks, and witnesses fell to be 
deducted before the officers' half was calculated, and this 
frequently amounted to a considerable sum. The hearing o( 
Excise cases was sometimes of greater local interest than the 
criminal assizes, from the number of interested persons present 
{magistrates, lawyers, smugglers, witnesses, Excise officers, etc.), 
and the length of time consumed over them. The Collector 
of Excise entertained magistrates, clerks, and witnesses to 
dinner, and such occasions were not calculated to bring up 
the younger men in sober habits. Some years ago there was 
extant in the Elgin Excise Office a hotel bill, amounting to over 
£ 29, for dining the Justices at a three days' court at Huntly. 
When the hearings were all over, it was found that the total 
amount of fines was not enough to cover the expenses. On 
hearing of the dilemma, one of the Justices jumped up, saying, 
"'I'll soon make that all right." He went out into the streets, 
which were full of smugglers. " Hallo! John Fraser ; come 
here. There was a mistake made about your fine; it should 
have been £r more. Give me the £1." In this way, going 
from one to another, he soon collected more than enough for 
all purposes. 

There is every reason to believe that Burns was very 
successful in dealing with frauduleat traders, or as the Close
burn ostler said, "He was no better than any other gauger." 
He himself informs us that one day in court the amount of 
fines in his station was between £so and £60, and on another 
occasion we hear of him seizing a large quantity of tobacco. 
Many officers derived the most important part of their income 
from the proceeds of seizures. In a particular year the king's 
share of seizures was known to amount to £ 12,400, and the 
officers being entitled to a sin1ilar amount, the share of each 
individual may be variously estimated from£20to£120 per man 
per annum. Two instances, at least, are recorded when Scotch 
spirits to the value of £ sooo were seized; and, although such 
great prizes were rare, yet comfortable fortunes have been 
accumulated in this way; and an officer was not in those days 
eonsidered worth his salt unless he could thus materially 
increase his income. The situation of Dumfries, then really a 
seaport, and possessing the key to Galloway in the shape of the 
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bridge over the Nith, must have rendered Burns's position 
extremely favourable for this class of work, both in connection 
with Border smuggling and foreign contraband. In a letter 
dated 4th September, 1790, the Poet apprises Mr. Graham that 

·he had just convicted a body of smugglers, and in the same 
letter he intimates that he intends to abandon his farm and to 
devote himself exclusively to the business of Excise. He had 
found out by this time that the conviction of smugglers was a 
better paying business than farming. 

There is on record an account of an important detection of 
fraud by a Dumfries maltster, from which Burns must have 
derived a large return. He was the leading actor in the 
capture of the brig Rosamund on the 27th February, 1792, and 
as both vessel and cargo were subsequently sold by auction, his 
share in the prize money must have been considerable. 

To anyone who carefully considers all these circumstances, 
it must be evident that, although the actual salary may never 
have exceeded £10 a year, yet the gross emoluments of his 
office must have come nearer £ 200. 

In addition to a sound judgment, Burns's calling demanded 
constant watchfulness and care, for a slight slip might be 
followed by disaster to himself and family. It has been shown 
that he performed his duties with ability and faithfulness,* and 
that few officers of his time had a better official record. He 
fully deserved and expected promotion, and with the wants of 
an increasing family to spur him on, he very properly devoted 
his chief energies to the public service. There is no doubt 
that he took great personal interest in these duties, which 
brought him into daily contact with all classes of the people 
And albeit the consciences of his contemporaries might cause 
the Exciseman to be distrusted, yet they could not but do 
homage to the man, the poet, the reformer, and the patriot. In 
these last capacities Burns lived in a separate and a higher 
sphere ; where the fires of his genius shone conspicuous, but 
a.11 the sooner hastened the early decay. Alongside hi~ 

humble Excise life there were being enacted in the great 
world scenes more exciting and momentous than had ever 
before been known. The. history of that time has been 
written, the crimes, the blunders, and the heroism ; but our 

*Mr. John Sinton's Burns: flxcise Ofjicer and Poet. 4th Edition. 
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forefathers did not discuss the events of loo years ago as 

history. The awful forces were ever present to them, and there 

was no one prophet enough to say when and where they would 

burst out next. Burns lived all through this, felt about this, 

and wrote about this. From his pen came some of the most 

thrilling odes that ever stirred a nation to arms ; and in these 

troublous times he stands out in bold relief as the champion of 

the rights of man. And with all this nobility of soul there 

appears the other side of the picture. His prosaic Excise 

duties could not be made less onerous for him. The Com

missioners, instigated by the Exchequer, were engaged in a 

war of extermination against the illicit trader, and dared not 

relax their discipline in favour of anyone. There was to be 

no release for Burns but -the grave. 
An attempt has been made in this paper to describe the 

general conditions of his Excise life, and it is hoped that the 

facts adduced may help to throw some light upon the subject. 

The reader may thus be enabled, in estimating his work as a 

Poet during his later years, to make due allowance for the 

varied and distracting nature of the calls and duties which his 

vocation in life imposed upon him. 
R. W. MACFADZEAN. 

Since the foregoing was written we have received the 

following corroboration of our remarks upon smuggling. 

Mr. John Halley, Inland Revenue, Somerset House, has 

favoured us with the following comparison, for the years 1792 

and 1822, of the more prominent duties received in Scotland. 

They are taken from a Return presented to the House of 

Commons in May, 1823. 

Beer and Ale 
Candles 
Cocoa Nuts and Coffee 
Hides and Skins -
Licences 
Malt -
Printed Goods 
Soap -
Spirits, Foreign 

Do. British 
Tobacco 
Wine 

E 

Amount of Duties. 

1792. 

£s5,078 
16,804 

443 
19,618 
I0,813 
74,960 
78,002 
43,969 
56,520 
52,470 
31,374 
30,990 

1822. 

£87,217 
19,704 
16,785 
51,045 
90,581 

199,698 
246,278 
122,306 
124,II2 
740,709 
301,428 
68,716 
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Mr. Halley is a competent authority on such subjects, and 
believes that these figures prove the extent to which smuggling 
was carried on in 1792. The population of Scotland increased 
30 per cent from i801 to 1821, and about 40 per cent would 
represent a normal increase in the years specified, if there had 
been no alteration in the rates of duty. Variations of rates 
did occur, but are not of sufficient consequence to influence 
.an estimate derived from these figures. The efforts of the 
authorities to suppress smuggling were crowned with success, 
for the whisky duty was 14 times, and the tobacco duty rn 
times greater in 1822 than in 1792. 

R.W.M. 



MAUCHLINE KIRKYARD. 

F OR a reliable description of the Auld Kirk and Kirkyard 
of Mauchline, I would refer the reader to the first of the 

first series of lectures delivered by the late Rev. Dr. Edgar, which 

were published by Alex. Gardner, of Paisley, in 1885. The 
purpose of this article is the preservation of more detailed 
information, which may be lost, and which may be of some 

value to those who take an interest in the persons with whom 
our National Bard was acquainted during the culminating 
period of his career at Mossgiel. With this object in view, I 

submit illustrations founded on pen-and-ink sketches, which 
'Were specially prepared for this article by my kinsman, Mr. David 
DL!nn, of Galston, and which, in my opinion, well merit preser

vation in the pages of the Chronicle. As the years pass on, the 
-connecting links between the past and present become fewer 
and fewer, and with the death of old "Sandy Marshall," the 
Kirkyard of Mauchline may be said to have lost its only 
accredited historian. As a native of Mauchline, I have often 
been privileged to listen to the old man's reminiscences, and 

many a time and oft has he pointed out to me the various spob 
-0f interest in the churchyard which nobody could descant upon 
with more authority than he. He has left no successor. I 

will therefore endeavour to put his notes on the permanent 
record, supplemented by whatever original information I myself 
have been enabled to obtain. 

We enter the sacred enclosure by what is called the Back 
Gate, for which I have a special reverence, for the reason that 
by that entrance I was, many years ago, carried towards the 
baptismal font. Let us doff our cap, for we are on sacred 

ground. While our present object is to indicate the resting 
places of those connected with the Poet, yet the ashes of not a 

few who fought our country's battles repose within the church
yard walls, and the corpse of a covenanting hero (James Smith) 
was also interred within the sacred precincts. 

But Burns is all - important, and the first question 
likely to be asked by a student of his life's history 
would be one bearing on the locality of the Armours' 

burying-place, for it was there the Poet's twin children 
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were buried, and also his daughter, Elizabeth Riddell. 

The latter was born in Dumfries on 21st November, 1793, 

according to the inscription on the flat stone within the tripart 

enclosure, and died at l\fauchline in the autumn of 1795. We 

· learn from Scott Douglas that this was the Poet's only daughter 

and favourite child, and it can be inferred from a letter to Mrs. 

Dunlop, dated 31st January, 1796, that he was not present at 

the interment of her remains. For a photogravure of this 

enclosure I n~fer the reader to page 79 of the Burns· 

Chronii:le for 1896. Before passing from this spot, we may 

remark that it is very probably the resting-place of Adam ,. 

Jean's brother, the hero of "Adam Armour's Prayer,' ' and 

also of the Poet's youngest brother, John, who died at the 

age of fourteen. The locale of this spot is to the north side 

of the church, and quite close to the walk, which we now 

propose to follow. The cross (X) in number I. of the sketches 

Mt..~,h lint Chofd~..i."4 , 

H'!l. . I 

indicates the place where the mortal remains of Andrew Noble, 

the parish schoolmaster in Burns's time, were interred. The 

stone does not bear his name, but only those of his two 

daughters and son, and the inscription is in Greek and Latin, 

nothing unusual in those days of the old parish school and 

schooimaster. The Greek inscription enunciates the common, 
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:truism--" The best things are laid up for us in heaven." The 
humorous epitaph beginning " Lament him, Mauchline 
husbands a'," which is, by many Burns editors, set down as 
-connected with Burns's crony, James Smith, is, according to 
the most reliable local tradition, backed by the emphatic and 
oft-repeated assertion of "auld Sandy," a sort of " Court of 
Equity " indictment against the man whose name is engraved 
on this unostentatious flat stone. 

Letter A on the same drawing gives the luca/e of the 
memorial stone of " Daddy Auld." The inscription is a 
beautiful example of tombstone decoration at the beginning of 
the present century, and was executed, I understand, by an 
ancestor of our respected townsman, Mr. William Smith, box 
manufacturer. "Daddy Auld" died r2th December, 1791, in 
the fiftieth year of his ministry, and eighty-first of his age. 

Letter A 111 drawing No. II shows the form of this 
memorial stone. Letter B, in same drawing, indicates the last 
resting-place of John Richmond, the close friend and fellow- r 
lodger of Burns when in Edinburgh. He died in 1846, aged 
8 r. Letter C marks the stone covering the place of rest of the 
remains of one of Burns's characters, mentioned in " Old 
Church Life in Scotland," first series, p. 334, and who is 

• I 
' . 

' 
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supposed to be the person referred to in a famous surreptitious 
effusion of the Poet, which is too warm in colour to be 
included in its entirety in any popular edition of his works. 
He was an elder in the church, and, as reported by local 
tradition, was the informant to Jean's family of her connection 
with the Poet. He was married to the mother of Ja mes 
Smith, "the sleest, pawky thief." 

Before passing to the next corner, which might very 
appropriately be called the " Minister's Corner," the resting
place of the Alexander family of Ballochmyle, should be noted. 
The heroine of the famous " Bonie Lass of Ballochmyle" is 
not buried here, but situated at the western angle of the 
enclosure, which is bounded by a stone wall capped with a 
plain substantial railing, stands a grey stone, in which is 
inserted a marble-slab, which bears the following inscription:-

HERE LIES THE Bony OF 

JAMES WHITEFOORD, 
SO!\ OF 

SIR JOHN WHITEFOORD, 
BARONET, 

"'Ho DIED SEPTEMBER 18n1, 1773, 

AGED O:rn YEAR. 

II e was the brother of Maria, 
Who sang through faded groves ; 
And to whom the wild wood's echoe;, rang
Farewell the braes of Ballochmyle. 

To the left of this stone, and a few paces nearer the western 
boundary wall of the churchyard, is a slab marking the last 
resting-place of James Bryen, mentioned in the Poet's last 
letter to John Richmond-the "Godly Bryen" and "Auld 
Whitreck" of the " Court of Equity." Passing thence, we 
reach the point from which the third sketch is taken, and 
which we have called the "Minister's Corner," though its 
occupants were not exclusively connected with the cloth. 
Here lie tbe remains of the Reverend Mr. William Maitland, 
who taught his flock in Mauchline with a sinGere heart for 
forty-four years, and died October 27th, 1739. He was the 
predecessor of Daddy Auld. Here also repose the bodies of 
Reid and Tod, the successors of the immortal "Daddy" in 
the cure of the parish. Of Tod it should be noted that his 
wife was Williamina Hamilton, daughter of Gavin Hamilton, 
her mother being a Kennedy of Daljarock, and sister to 
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Margaret Kennedy of "Ye . Banks and Braes c· Bonie 

Doon." . The remains of the R ev. John Walker, a minister 

of ti)e associate congregation of Mauchline, also lie here, 

as well as those of his successor, the Rev. David Thomas, 

both in proximity to the memorial stone of the famous. 

" Daddy." But to the Burns enthusiast the plot of ground 

enclosed by the railing is of the most engrossing importance, 

for here is interred the earthly tabernacle of " Racer 

Jess," and in the same space are deposited the corpses 

of George Gibson and his spouse, Agnes Ronald (Poosie 

Nancy), who have been immortalised in connect ion with "The 

J olly Beggars." 

Leaving this corner, we now take our stand almost at the 

south entrance to the church. The buttress in sketch IV. approxi

mately indicates the important point we have in -view. The 

enclosure A marks the burial-place of the bosom friend of the 

Poet, Gavin Hamilton. There is no monument here, and we 

are tempted to ask the reason why. By request, trad ition 

asserts. This may be true, but it is no answer to our question~ 

B marks the spot where 
" Holy Willie's sair-worn clay 

Takes up its last abode. " 
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"Near by, to the south,'' says Ainslie, "repose the remains 
·of Nance· Tinnock," and further west, nearer the Minister's 
•Corner, lie the remains of him, who 

" Wi' rattlin' tow, 
Began to jow and croon. " 

C marks the place where the remains of "The Gallant vveaver," 
Robert Wilson, a reputed sweetheart of Bonie J ean, were laid 
.at rest many years ago. H e went to Paisley, where Jean met 
.him during her temporary estrangement from Burns. 

No letter marks the next place of importance, but the name 
is sufficient for identification. 

l K MEMO KY O F 

ADJ. JOHN MORRISON; 
ALSO HIS DAUGHTER , MARY-

THE POET'S BONXIE MARY MORRISON

WH O DIED, 29TH Jux1·: , 1791, AGED 20. "' 

The sketches, however, by no means exhaust the Kirkyard 
of Mauchline, for, since they were completed, I have consider
a bly added to: my stock of information regarding the inhabitants 
·of Mauchline who knew Burns in the flesh, the memories of 

*"Mary. Morrison " was composed in 1780. At that date the lady 
J-iere referred to would be about nine years of age. - [Eo.] 
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the district. I have gleaned some interesting particulars re

garding James Hamilton, William Patrick, and Laird M 'Gaan. 

On entering the Kirkyard from Louaoun Street, there stands, 

the first on the left, a stone on which is inscribed the name 

Hamilton. While not specifically stating the fact, yet, on the 

.authority of the son of the man interred here, this stone indicates 

the place of interment of the James Hamilton of whom it is 

written:-" It is with regret we have this week to record the 

<leath of another venerable inhabitant who had seen and spoken 

to the gifted Ploughman of Mossgiel. Mr. James Hamilton, 

-0ne of the privileged few, died at his residence, tin New Road, 

-0n the evening of Saturday, the 14th inst. Deceased was 8..J. 

years of age, and though but a boy when Burns came to this 

neighbourhood, yet he had vivid recollections of the Poet, and 

delighted to speak of him and the family. His parents became 

intimately acquainted with the Poet's family, which gave him an 

opportunity of being often at Mossgiel; and spoke of having 

repeatedly "c'ad the pleugh to Robin," and, on one occasion, 

of being sent with a letter to Jean Armour, with an earnest ad

monition to give it to no one but herself. Little did anyone at 

that time think that great homage would ever be paid to the 

genius of the Ploughman, and as little did the stripling think, 

as he hurried back to tell of his success in delivering the letter, 

that after three-quarters of a century he would be borne along 

the same road, like a conqueror, in a triumphal car of evergreen~, 

<:arrying a bust of Burns, and taking a prominent part in the 

great Centenary demonstrations. Of the five contemporaries 

who were lately living amongst us, only two-James Hamilton 

.and William Patrick-could join in the procession to Mossgiel. 

Three are now dead, and one was removed to his friends, near 

Edinburgh, so that the only one now in Mauchline is auld 

Willie Patrick.'' 

"The deceased :Mr. Hamilton was an industrious, well

living man, and, enjoying comparatively good health, kept 

stepping about till within a few months of his death. He 

had been engaged on Netherplace Estate about sixty years, 

.and being highly esteemed was treated with great kindness 

t The residence is, I may say, the house below the pump-the same 

house in which "My i\annie, 0 !" (Agnes Fleming) resided. 
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by Colonel Hamilton and Major Campbell. Being much 
respected, there was a large attendance at his funeral, which 
took place on Tuesday last. Among those present we observed 
Auld Willie, who is still able to act as ci'cerone to visitors, 
and being once a sen·ant boy at Mossgiel he could not only 
point out all the places of note, but relate many interesting 
particulars about the Poet and his family." 

The place where the remains of William Patrick were laid 
is indicated by the first and second stones on the right of 
entrance, and almost immediately opposite the resting-place 
of James Hamilton. The larger tombstone of the two bears 
the name Henry Wilson, and can easily be distinguished. 
William Patrick was born in 17j6, and died in 1864, aged 88. 
The reference to him in the article just quoted needs little 
addition. He was the herd boy at Mossgiel, and occupied 
the same sleeping apartment as the Poet, whom he often 
heard revising his compositions in the "wee sma' hours 
ayont the twal." 

Immediately behind these stones, and under the birch 
tree, we find a stone erected by William Leitch, teacher of 
drawing, London, in memory of his daughter, Jean, who 
died at Mauchline in 1831. This was the Leitch who gave 
lessons in drawing to the Royal Household, and who, for 
some time previous to going south, painted for the late 
Andrew Smith. Immediately behind this stone we find 
three stones, almost of equal height but of different eras. 
These mark the resting-place of the M'Gaan family, of which 
"Tootie," or Laird M'Gaan, was a member. Mention is 
made of him in an effusion of Burns to GaYin Hamilton 
recommending a boy. 

The intention of this article is sufficient excuse for its 
scrappiness and imperfections, and I beg to conclude with 
the same invitation as that with which my former article to 
the Chronicle was closed. I will be pleased to answer any 
Burnsiana query addressed to me in elucidation of this article;. 
or explain in proprid persond the topography of Mauchline and 
its Kirkyard to any correspondent or visitor. 

JOHN TAYLOR GIBB. 



GLENBERVIE. THE FATHERLAND 

OF BURNS. 

B y Burns devotees the whole world· over, Ayrshire is 

universally recognised as the Land of Burns. Ayr 

and Burns have become convertible terms. By birth Burns 

belongs to the West of Scotland, by ancestry to the East, 

whilst Dumfries, the lovely "Queen of the South," claims 

as her own especial heritage the ashes of the great Minstrel. 

No sane person will attempt to sever the bond between 

the immortal Bard and the district which he has immortalised 

in song. }\ny attempt to do so would be resented by the 

men of the West. But whilst thus fixing their attention on 

the scenes made classic by his pen, how many of his admirers 

remember the other "Land of Burns" lying at the base of 

the Grampians. To the natives of Kincardineshire the "Land 

of Burns" lies in Glenbervie, the ancestral parish of the family 

of the Burnesses, as they were then called. The places, 

indeed, where they lived and worked, have not had the 

glamour of the Bard's magic spell thrown over them. They 

have not become world-renowned names like Alloway, Moss

giel, Mauchline, Irvine, Ayr, and Doon; but they ought to 

possess, nevertheless, to all Burns students, a peculiar interest, 

because they show the hard and sterile country where lived 

the "forebears" of him whose character partook largely in its 

independence, honesty, integrity, and manliness of inherited 

characteristics. 
That Burns, in virtue of his ancestry, belongs to Glenbervie, 

is indeed the outstanding fact in the history of the parish. 

This fills the natives with a pardonable pride. They feel the 

same enthusiasm in their connection with the northern "Land 

of Burns" and its associations, as the natives of Scotland do 

towards the true Burns country. To give a short account of 

the connection of the Burnesses with the district is the object 

of this paper. A fuller account than is here possible, of the 

general history and characteristics of the parish, has been 

already given elsewhere, and it may therefore suffice for the 

presei: t if we undertake, in imagination, a "circular tour·• 
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through the locality in question. By doing so we shall bring 
under the reader's observation the various homes and haunts 
·of the Burnesses, some of which, at least, the Poet visited 
in his northern tour. 

Glenbervie lies on the north side of the main line of the 
·Caledonian Railway through Scotland, and is something less 
than twenty-five miles south of Aberdeen, midway between 
Stonehaven and Laurencekirk. As the name implies, it is 
watered by the Bervie, which, in its course from the hills to the 
sea, passes through the parish. For convenience we shall 
select Stonehaven as our starting-point. The Burnesses still 
to be found in Stonehaven indicates that one branch of the 
family settled there. But of this more hereafter. When on 
his tour the Poet visited his relations in Stonehaven. In his 
diary he speaks of "Robert Burns, writer in Stonehive, one of 
those who love fun, a gill, and a punning joke, and have not a 
bad heart-his wife a sweet, hospitable body, without any 
affectation of what is called town breeding." The Poet also 
makes mention, in his diary, of the romantic rock scenery on 
the coast, which also, to this day, attracts the admiration of the 
many hundreds who frequent this now popular seaside resort. 
Leaving the county town, then, we first pass through the 
beautifully-wooded grounds of Dunnottar. Its " woods, walks, 
and scenes of beauty " present a pleasing contrast to the bare 
and comparatively treeless district which Burns must have 
seen, whilst the romantic associations connected with its 
churchyard and castle invest it with a deep historical interest 
In its churchyard there is erected a gravestone to the memory 
of those prisoners in Dunnottar Castle "who died for their 
adherence to the word of God, and Scotland's covenanted work 
of Reformation." Sir Walter Scott, when on a visit to the 
Rev. Mr. Walker, minister here, met "Old Mortality" at his 
self-imposed task of repairing the monument to the 
Covenanters. The minister endeavoured to draw the old man 
into conversation with him, but all in vain, for " the old man's 
spirit had been sorely vexed by hearing, in a certain Aberdonian 
kirk, the psalmody directed by a pitch pipe,'' * * * * * 
which was, to " Old Mortality," "the abomination of 
abominations." 

Half-a-mile further on we reach the turnpike road, crossed 
by the Carron Bridge, below which is a deep and beautiful 
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ravine. Through this the Carron, which has its head waters in· 

Glenbervie, flows. With this burn there is associated a myth 

which one sometimes even yet hears put forth as truth. 

It is sai~ that Burns was found fishing in the stream 

when he was brusquely ordered away by the proprietor. 

Burns thereupon composed an impromptu verse, ending with 

"There's your fish, and Rob's awa," and hurled it and the fish 

after him. Clochanhill, the home of Burns's father, is our next 

point of interest. It lies about midway between Glenbervie 

·and Stonehaven. The country here is comparatively bare, and 

presents a striking contrast to the well-wooded part of the same 

parish which we have just left. In the time of Burns it must 

have been little better than bare moorland. In his diary he 

speaks of the "Howe of the Mearns" as a rich, cultivated, but 

still unenclosed country. But the Poet must have used these 

epithets as relative terms. In fact, the conditions of that time 

were adverse to any material improvement of the soil. The 

farmer had no great security to encourage him in agricultural 

enterprise. Highland raids were not uncommon, and these led 

sometimes to great desolation. Farmers then were ill-equipped 

with implements, the means of communication were bad, 

whilst the storms of the century, which were very remarkable, 

did a great deal of damage to the crops. The farmhouse of 

Clochanhill (or Clochnahill, as it is sometimes called) stands a 

few hundred yards off the main road. The house has been 

adapted to modern requirements, and is considerably altered 

and enlarged since the Burnesses were in possession of it. 

Part of the original walls, however, remains. Prosperity did 

not attend the Burnesses in Clochanhill. The conditions 

above referred to operated against success in farming. They 

had to leave the farm. The story of how the two brothers

Burns's father and his brother-left the paternal roof has often 

been told. Gilfillan, in his " Life," draws a pathetic picture of 

their parting on the top of a hill overlooking their paternal 

home-" most likely," he says, "Garvock Tap," although it 

lies almost ten miles to the south of Clochanhill. A good deal 

of speculation has been indulged in as to what caused the two 

sons to leave the paternal roof. The common-sense answer 

to the question is that disaster attended them in their 

farming. They could not make a living on Clochanhill, 

and, consequently, made up their minds to seek their· 
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fortune elsewhere. This is more likely than the suggestion 
that it was due to strong Jacobite feelings and prejudices 
forcing them to leave the district. The lands of Dunnottar 
were on the estate of the Earl Marischal, and the whole 
district, indeed, was strongly Jacobite, but we know that 
ere he left home, Burns's father received a certificate stating 
that he had taken "no share in the late wicked rebellion." Of 
far greater historical interest to us is the fact that the two sons 
contrived to send home, now and then, something towards the 
support of the aged parents. This gives us an insight into 
their character, which receives all the stronger confirmation 
from the testimony of the Bard regarding "the saint, the father, 
and the husband," as depicted in the "Cottar's Saturday Night." 
Gilfillan, whose imagination sometimes outran his intellect, 
wonders what the poem of the Poet would have been "On 
the first (and last) bank note at Clochanhill." 

Facing Clochanhill, but a little further along the turnpike, 
on the opposite side of the road, is the Castle of Fiddes, which 
also has a peculiar association with the Burness family. It is 
reputed to be the scene of the famous legend of " Thrummy 
Cap," which was written by John Burness, cousin-german to 
the Bard. This legend has for long enjoyed a great popularity 
amongst the peasantry of the North-East of Scotland. The 
castle resembles more an ancient keep or stronghold than a 
dower-house, for which purpose it is believed to have been 
built. To describe the legend in detail is here unnecessary, 

· except in so far as in it two men are represented as having 
"forgathered o' the way," about a "hundred miles ayont the 
Forth," and agreed to seek shelter from the wintry blast at the 
first house they came to. This was the Castle of Fiddes. The 
landlord, not caring to accommodate the travellers, advised 
them of another house of call-

" Gin ye'll gang but twa miles forrit, 
Aside the kirk dwalls Robbie Dorrit, 
Wha keeps a change house, keeps good drink, 
His hoose ye may mak' oot, I think." 

The kirk here mentioned is the Kirk of Glenbervie, and 
Robbie's was one of several "change houses" in the parish at 
that time. A few straggling trees and a cairn of stones are 
all that remain to mark the site of Robbie's house. The ballad 
itself, apart from the fact that it was written by a Burness, and is 
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said to have obtained the approval of Burns himself when lying 
ill at Dumfries, is a fair sample of the imaginative literature 
which, in the past, if not now, was popular amongst the 
peasantry of Scotland. 

Proceeding, we now enter the parish of Glenbervie, at its 
eastern extremity, the boundary line being marked by the 
Forthie, a tributary of the Bervie. 

The places of interest in connection 'with the Burnesses lie, 
however, in the north and west of the parish. Drumlithie, the 
village of the parish, lies half-a-mile from the turnpike, and close 
to the north side of the Caledonian Railway. The village is a 
straggling and irregularly-built place, and dates back to at least 
the beginning of the sixteenth century. The old parish records 
of Glenbervie show that at one time the Burnesses, by marriage 
and otherwise, had a strong connection with the village; but 
there is only one of the historic name now resident in it, 
although there are many who will tell you, with a look of proud 
delight, that " they are o' the same femily as Robbie Burns." 

But for the pilgrim to the northern "Land of Burns," the 
"Mecca" is the Kirkyard of Glenbervie, where rest the ashes of 
the "forebears" of the Bard. It lies under the shadow of the 
green slopes of the Knock Hill, beside the murmuring waters 
-0f the Bervie, which here passes the ancient mansion-house of 
Glenbervie. It is a romantic spot for a "God's acre," and apart 
from its being the resting-place of many of the Burnesses has 
many historical associations of interest. It contains the remains 
-0f the old church of Glenbervie, the only part left being a 
pillar, to which a brass tablet is affixed, recording the names of 
several members of the family of Stuart of Inchbreck, on 
which estate the Burnesses lived. In addition there is the 
Glenbervie family vault, which formed the chancel-end 
of the old church. Within it are two monuments 
recording the names and matrimonial alliances of the lairds 
-0f Glenbervie from 7 30 A.D. The inscriptions are in con
tracted Latin, and are remarkable in that the name of "Bell 
.the Cat," given to the fifth Earl of Angus, is perpetuated. The 
well-trodden pathway through the long grass of the Kirkyard 
tells of the many pilgrim feet that have sought out the tombs of 
the Burnesses. They are now raised on sandstone cradles 
resting on stone pedestals, the original tombstones having been 
.embedded on the top of the cradles. Previous to this they 
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were lying on the ground covered with grass and weeds, and so
long ago as the " fifties " they were discovered by Dr. Burnes, 
of Montrose, and his brother, who visited the Kirkyard and the 
tombs of his relatives. It was not until a few years ago that 
the work of restoration was undertaken by a committee, with Mr. 
J.B. Greig, banker, Laurencekirk, as secretary. The only regret 
in connection with their labours is that the stones should have 
been so placed as to be even more exposed to the elements. 
than formerly, when they were partially protected by the debris 
and grass which covered them. 

The inscription on the one is:
Ii'i MEMORY OF 

JAMES BURNES, 
TENANT IN BRAWLIEMUIR, DIED 2JRD JAi'iFARY, I745· 

MARGARET FALCONER, 
HIS WIFE, DIED 28TH DECEMBER, I749· 

This tomb of the great grandparents of the Poet Robert Burns, 
restored by suhscription, I885. 

On the other:-
IN MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM BURNES, 
TENANT IN BOGJORGAN; 

ALSO OF His WIFE, CHRISTIAN FOTHERINGHAM. 

It may be interesting to recall that at the ceremony of 
unveiling the restored monuments, Mr. Stuart, of Inchbreck 
(who, along with Mr. Nicolson, of Glenbervie, is one of the 
principal heritors in the parish) was present, and said that he 
deemed it an honour to hold the bit of land on which the race 
of Burns first saw the light, and he hoped that the memory of 
the family would never die out of their native neighbourhood. 
Dr. Rogers also delivered an oration suitable to the occasion. 

We must now direct our steps northward, along the Brae 
road to the very cradle of the Burness family. Passing the 
present Parish Church, a glance around will satisfy us of the 
comparatively recent reclamation of the land on either side of 
the road. The lands of Inc'hbreck and Glenbervie here march 
with each other, but it was on the former that the Burnesses 
chiefly dwelt. In their time the country was, in general, but a 
wild, uncultivated boggy moor. The very names of the places 
we encounter are suggestive-Cotbank, Inches, Backfield, 
Skellygibb, and others tell their own tale. Further up we 
meet with Moss-side, Mossheacl, Moor of Ge!'many, and others 
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which bear testimony to the original character of the soil, 
which, to the credit of both landlord and tenant, has witnessed 
a splendid, if incomplete, transformation in its appearance 
during the last century. 

The farms of Brawliemuir and Bogjorgan-the latter the 
very cradle of the family-are seen when once we reach the 
brow of the brae, sheltered on the north by the heathery slopes 
of the Grampians. From these two spots on the bleak hillside 
went forth the various members of the Burness family, now 
rendered immortal by the genius of the matchless Ayrshire 
Bard. Dr. Rogers, in his Genealogical Jlfemoirs, gives a very 
exhaustive history of the Burnesses, and hence it will be 
unnecessary to do more than here indicate the leading 
branches of the family as connected with Glenbervie and 
the Mearns generally .. 

Walter Burness, by his industry and frugality, had, as a 
humble shoemaker in Mergie, acquired such a competence as 
enabled him to take the farm of Bogjorgan. Mergie is in 
Glenbervie, but near to Stonehaven, lying in the north-east or 
hilly part of the parish. From this Walter Burness we trace 
two distinct genealogical branches. What family he had is 
uncertain, but he had at least four sons, viz.:-( r) William, ( z) 
Robert, (3) John, (4) James. William succeeded him in Bog
jorgan. Robert and John removed to Fordoun, and after
wards to Benholm, on the coast side, and from them are 
descended the Burnesses still living there. James, the 
youngest son, took the farm of Brawliemuir, beside Bogjorgan. 
We have thus, rst, the Bogjorgan branch; znd, the Brawliemuir 
branch. \Villiam (first) of Bogjorgan was succeeded by his 
eldest son, also William (second), who again was succeeded 
by his son William (third), who was the last of the family in 
Bogjorgan. He had a very numerous family, from one of 
whom, Robert, are sprung the connections of the family in the 
Stonehaven district. John Burness, the author of " Thrummy 
Cap," already referred to in connection with the Castle of 
Fiddes, was also a son of John, son of William (third), tenant 
in Bogjorgan. James Burness, brother to William (second) 
was at first in partnership with him in Bogjorgan, but latterly 
he took the farm of Inches, about two miles distant from 
Bogjorgan. 

The Brawliemuir branch can be similarly traced. James 
F 
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(son to Walter, and brother of William first in Bogjorgan) hadl 
issue-four sons and several daughters-( I) William, who 
succeeded to Brawliemuir; (2) Robert, who took Clochanhill, 
in Dunnottar; (3) George, who took Elfhill, in Fetteresso;. 
(4) James, who took Hawkhill, in Glenbervie. From James 
(" Hawkhill ") are sprung the Montrose branch of the 
Burnesses. The present homesteads of Bogjorgan andl 
Brawliemuir are, of course, different from what they were in 
the time of the Bumesses. The old house of Brawliemuir 
has been long tottering to decay. It stands on the heathery. 
slopes of the Grampians, the very picture of desolation and 
decay. Weeds and thistles abound where once the briar bush 
and garden flower reared their heads in admiration of the 
thrifty housewife's tender care. The windows are barred up by 
shutters, as if to hide the bleak interior from the vulgar gaze, 
and a general air of neglect and ruin hangs over the place. Jn. 
a comparatively short time nothing will be left to mark the old! 
home of the sturdy, independent, home-loving Burnesses but a 
mingled mess of stones and weeds, which, perchance, will be 
visited only by the foot of the mountain deer or browsing 
sheep. The present farmhouse is lower down on the hill slope, 
and was built about eighty years ago. The farmhouse of 
Bogjorgan lies a little to the east of Brawliemuir, and consisted 
originally of a single room, divided into two compartments by 
a single wood partition. The rafters were open, and the roof 
thatched. Chambers, in his "Life and Works," gives an 
inventory of the home-steading of Bogjorgan in I 705. The 
thatched dwelling, with its open rafters and draughty windows 
and doors, would not commend itself to our ideas of comfort~ 
yet, as Robertson in his "Agric:ultural Survey of Kincardine
shire" shows, this was a fair picture of what the farmhouses in 
the Mearns at that time were. "The farmhouse," he says,. 
consists, in general, of two close wooden beds, which are so. 
arranged as to make a separation between two apartments; one 
or two wooden chests for holding clothes ; a cask or "girnal " 
for holding meal, a set of dairy utensils, an iron pot or two for 
cooking the victuals, a girdle or heating-iron for toasting the 
bread, and a few dishes, some of wood, some of stoneware; two. 
or three chairs or stools, a press or cupboard for holding the 
crockery ware, and the bread, the cheese, the butter, and, at 
times, the whisky bottle." 
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A consideration of the facts and circumstances mentioned
abuve gives us a glance into the social status of the Burnesses. 
They were not men of wealth. They were but humble 
farmers on a bleak and bare hillside, working hard to make 
ends meet, if, indeed, they always managed to do that. 
Their hard and stern surroundings developed in them 
independence, thrift, foresight, and determined resolution, 
qualities common to the best of our Scottish peasantry, 
since at least the time of Burns. If honesty of purpose, ster
ling fidelity towards themselves and their neighbours, and 
industrious, if not always successful, habits of life and work 
constitute riches, then the Burnesses, as we can at this stretch 
of time picture them, were well-equipped with wealth. We 
have, moreover, the noble description of the Poet's father, a 
type of the best of his own kith and kin. From Brawliemuir 
and Bogjorgan can be seen nearly all the spots inhabited by 
the family, and this fact alone indicates that they had not far 
to go in search of a farm. They were a home loving race, 
types of the 

" Wi~ who soar, but never roam, 
True to the kindred points of Heaven and home." 

They were trusted by their landlords, and highly respected in 
the parish and neighbourhood as men of honour and integrity 
in word and deed. Clannish they probably were, but it was in 
the best sense of helping and cheering on each other in the 
battle of life. They were a type of the older inhabitants of 
Glenbervie, whose successors, even in the stress and strain of 
modern civilisation and hurry, have not yet lost those excellent 
characteristics which were inherited by most of the members of 
the Burness family. 

The question ·has often been asked, though never satis
factorily answered-Did Burns ever visit, in his northern tour, 
the homes of his ancestors? If he did, there is no mention of 
it in his diary. Chambers regrets that he does not do so. In 
the face of the want of all direct evidence, as well as circum
stantial information, we must conclude that he never actua.ll y 

visited the spots, although he must have passed very near to 
many of them. The following story is given for what t is 
worth, although we have it on very reliable authority, viz., the 
Rev. Thomas Mitchell, minister of the parish of Hillside, 
Montrose :-Mr. Mitchell's father was for more than sixty years 
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tenant of the farm of Auchtochter, in Fordoun parish, and in 
his younger days he heard from the lips of a Burness, who 
afterwards became a Mrs. Strachan, and lived in the village of 
Auchinblae, that "Robbie," as she called him, 'Xas once 
at Brawliemuir. Asked what she thought of him (the future 
Mrs. Strachan, being then a servant there), she said-" Weel, 
naebody could put up wi' him ava; he was far ower clever, and 
said ower mony smart things for puir country fowk." She said 
that he made his headquarters for some time in Barras, in 
Kinneff parish, with some of his relatives there, but this does 
not square with the entries in his diary, which shows that he 
passed right through to Laurencekirk. 

To complete our circular tour we have to go along the 
road skirting the base of the hills towards Stonehaven. We 
pass Elfhill, once in the possession of one of the Burnesses, 
but beyond this there is very little to tell regarding the 
connection of the family with the district. Nevertheless, 
there is a historical interest attached to the lands. Fetteresso 
Castle is on the estate of the same name. Here Prince 
James, the old Pretender, was hospitably received and 
entertained in 1715, and no doubt his visit helped to fan 
the flame of Jacobitism then strong in the district-the Earl 
Marischal being an ardent supporter of the Jacobite cause. 
Other attractive spots and associations there are, but these 
are beside our present purpose. When we reach Stonehaven 
again we have completed our circular tour, and if we have 
not been able to add anything new to what is already 
known, we have at least tried to act as guide, however 
imperfectly, through the historical and romantic northern 
"Land of Burns." 

We may say, in conclusion, that the inherited characteristics 
of the great Bard, transmitted from " the tender father and the 
generous friend," first received their natal impulse from the 
surrounding circumstances and lot of his life in Kincardine
shire-those grand characteristics of manly independence, 
prudent foresight, kindly feelings, and love of home, of country 
and kin, which are still the proud boast of the hard-headed 
"Men of the Mearns." 

GEO. H. KINNEAR. 



ELL IS LAN D. 

RETURNING some time ago from a meeting of Presby

tery in Dumfries, I was much interested in three 

fellow-passengers, an elderly lady accompanied by her son 

and daughter, whose accent pronounced them to be Americans. 

They seemed too intelligent to belong to the class who think 

forty-eight hours quite a long time to devote to "doing" the 

land of Ossian and Columba, of Scott and Burns. Such 

conversation as I overheard showed that they intended making 

a considerable stay in Scotland, and had planned to visit 

especially the localities associated with the name of the 

Ploughman Poet, who died in our county town a hundred 

years ago. They were on their way to Mauchline, and as the 

train crossed the bridge at Portrack and passed along the 

embankment which disfigures the holms of Dalswinton, I 

looked to see if they knew how near they were to one of the 

places they no doubt desired to visit. Perceiving that they 

had no idea of its situation, I called the young man's attention 

to the white walls of Ellisland, peering from the foliage of the 

trees that topped the high western bank of the Nith. His 

enthusiasm was unbounded. "Come, mother, and look at 

Ellisland,'' he cried; and all crowded to the carriage window

For the few minutes that remained of the run to Auldgirth I 

was fairly bombarded with questions about how best to visit 

Burns's farm; and I am certain that before they left the 

country these three Americans-who might have been Scots 

in their admiration of the Poet-duly accomplished their 

pilgrimage to the little homestead hy the Nith. 

It has not such beautiful surroundings as the cottage at 

Alloway where the Poet was born, nor is it so full of sad 

memories as the house in Dumfries where he died, yet Ellis

land has attractions all its own. Hither Burns came in 1788, 

full of high hope and firm resolution. For a time his work 

prospered, and his life was happy. Here, too, some of his 

best poetry was written, himself being umpire. It is not fit

ting, then, that while thousands pay homage at the tomb in 

St. Michael's Churchyard where he lies, and tens of thousands 
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crowd ·to the noble cenotaph which rises by the banks of 

Doon, the fields which he tilled at Eilisland, and the scene 

of his home life during three eventful years, should be 
neglected. Some enthusiastic Burns students have entered 

their names- and of these one or two are world-famous-in 
the valuable little visitors' book kept by Miss Grierson, but 
they are very few in comparison with the multitudes whose 

signatures fill the folios at Alloway. Ellisland is not very 
,easily reached. It is not close to a railway station, and there 

is no regular service of cars passing the gate. But that 
circumstance surely cannot fully explain the comparative 
neglect from which it suffers. On account both of its 

jnteresting situation and its associations, it deserves to be 
better known and more frequently visited. 

E llis/and. 

The farmhouse of Ellisland is a building of one storey, 

containing five apartment~, arranged in the form of the letter 
T. It is currently stated that this is the identical cottage 
built under Burns's superintendence, and with his help, when 
he entered on his lease in q 88. But there is good reason 

for doubting the assertion. The house, as it stands now, is 
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much more commodious than could be put up for £300, 

:the sum allowed by Mr. Miller for the erection of all 

the necessary farm buildings. And we have the 

:testimony of James Grierson, of Dalgoner, a gentleman 

·of literary and antiquarian tastes, who died in 1845, at the age 

·of 90, that Burns's residence was pulled down before it had 

stood a quarter of a century. Dalgoner is about five miles 

from Ellisland, and is close to the parish church of Dunscore. 

Mr. Grierson knew Burns intimately during the three years the 

Poet lived on the banks of the Nith, and naturally became a 

·careful student of his writings. There are in existence the four 

volumes of Currie's edition of Burns's Works, and also the copy 

·of Cromek's Reliques, which belonged to him. All the volumes 

are filled with marginal notes concerning the people, places, 

and incidents mentioned, in which he seems to have embodied 

the substance of his own personal knowledge. In the letter to 

Miss Chalmers, of date 14th March, q88, Burns says:

" Yesternight I completed a b1rgain with Mr. Miller, of Dal

swinston, for the farm of Ellisland, on the banks of the Nith, 

between five and six miles above Dumfries. I began at Whit

sunday to build a house, drive lime," etc. Here Mr. Grierson 

adds on the margin :-"This cottage was pulled down by Mr. 

Taylor, in 1812-who died, 1825." From this note, it is clear 

that the present Ellisland farmhouse, although it occupies the 

~1me site, is not the very abode which Burns took so much pains 

to set in order for his newly-wedded wife, and into occupation 

of which they entered, with so much ceremony, in the early 

summer of q89. If any part of the original dwelling was 

permated to stand when Mr. Taylor carried out his improve

ments in 1812, it can only be the little room pointed out as the 

Poet's parlour. This room, differing somewhat outside and in 

from the rest of the house, occupies the southern end of the 

buildmg. From the window in the gable beautiful glimpses of 

the Nith are to be had through the trees, and the path leading 

down the bank of the river, towards Isle, is in full view. But 

visitors are attracted by the window itself, more than by the 

view from it. On its panes there has been traced, with the aid 

-0f a diamond, a good deal of writing usually ascribed to Burns; 

but a close examination shows it to be the production of several 

hands. Most people are doubtful if any of it is the Poet's 

work, and among these is his granddaughter, Mrs. Hutchinson, 
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of Cheltenham. One line, a favourite one, quoted very often 
by him, Pope's-

" An honest man's the noblest work of God"-

is in a handwriting bearing some resemblance to Burns's, and 
may possibly have been inscribed by him, but all the rest are 
seen at a glance to be spurious. Even this line has not been 
left untouched. An irreverent hand has erased the word 
"man" and substituted "lass,'' and, as if that were not enough, 
a further improvement has been sought in writing it afresh, so 
as to make it read 

"A charming woman's the noblest work of God"-

a line which it would have puzzled Burns and Pope both to scan. 
The names of "Jean Lorimer, Kemys Hall," and "John 
Gillespie," who was one of the Poet's colleagues in the Excise, 
appear more than once, and have been several times scored 
through, like all the rest o'f the writing. Burns wished to 
assist Gillespie in his suit for the hand of the fair "Chloris," 
whose home was almost in sight on the other side of the 
Nith, but that was after he left Ellisland and settled in 
Dumfries, and the occurrence of the names here in his 
handwriting would be an anachronism. 

There is no doubt that Burns wrote many lines with a 
diamond on the windows of Ellisland-it was a habit of 
his-but it is questionable if any escaped the destruction 
carried out by Adam Armour, Jean's brother, under the Poet's 
orders, when he went to Dumfries. Adam himself told the 
story to a Dumfriesshire man in 181 3. He lived much at 
Ellisland while he was engaged as a mason at Dalswinton, and 
his name appears on this southern window, along with that of 
Fanny Burns, the Poet's cousin, whom he afterwards married. 
When l\!r. John Morin, of Laggan, became proprietor of 
Ellisland at ~artinmas, 1791, his interests came into collision 
with those of the outgoing tenant. A dispute arose about the 
condition of the fields and fences, and on the day of the 
flitting hot words passed. Burns was so enraged that he 
despatched Adam from Dumfries back to Ellisland that very 
evening, with instructions to break every pane of glass on 
which there was any writing. These orders, he declared, he 
faithfully carried out under cover of the darkness, and l\fr. 
Morin never found out who it was that smashed his windows. 
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The steading forms, with the house, three sides of a square. 

The fourth is occupied by the barn-yard, past which a road runs 

westward some four hundred yards to join the highway to 

Dumfries. It was in the barn-yard, amid the garnered harvest 

of r 7 89, that Burns composed ,the "Ode to Mary in Heaven," 

as the shadows of a cold October evening fell. By the side of 

the Nith is the road up and down which he paced while 

composing "Tam o' Shunter." It leads past the field where 

young James Thomson, the son of a neighbouring farmer, shot 

the hare, whose crippled state, as it fled past the Poet musing 

by the water side, so aroused his indignation that he threatened 

to throw the culprit into the Nith. Had Burns carried out his 
0

threat, as he was quite capable of d9ing, the youth would have 

had to swim for his life, as the river runs very deep close to the 

Ellisland side. The verses, "On seeing a Fellow Wound a 

Hare," were inspired by this incident, and disclose the same 

strong sympathy with dumb creatures in distress as we see in 

the lines "To a J\,Iouse." 
Half-a-mile down the river stands the tower of Isle, its 

ancient walls hidden with a mass of ivy. It was built about 

the middle of the sixteenth century, and is still inhabited in 

connection with the modern mansion-house by its side. The 

Fergussons of Isle are said to have received their lands from 

Robert the Bruce, in recognition of faithful support when the 

Comyns of Dalswinton, just across the river, were his most 

determined foes. In a hovel at Isle, Burns resided with David 

Kelly until the new house at Ellisland was ready for occupation. 

His wife came from Mauchline to join him there, and thence 

they went forth in the summer of r 789 to take possession in 

due form of their own home. 
The gate lodge of Isle stands nearly on the site of the old 

manse of Dunscore, and a short way off is the ancieift church

yard, which dates back to the twelfrh century. No trace of 

church or manse exists. In 1649 a new church was erected, 

with a manse near it, at a place more convenient for the 

majority of the parishioners, namely, the village of Cottack, 

now called Dunscore, five miles to the west. But the old 

churchyard continues to be used for interments, and it contains 

one or two monuments of interest. The mausoleum of the 

Fergussons of Isle occupies the centre, and close beside it a 

heap of ruins is pointed out as the tomb of the Griersons of 
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Lag. A lintel-stone bearing the Grierson arms, together with 
. the initials of Sir William Grierson and Dame Nicola Maxwell, 
his wife, and the date 1616, lies on the ground. It appears as 
if the vault in which the persecutor's remains were laid in 
1733 had been deliberately overthrown. Close at hand is a 
plain flat stone, bearing the simple inscription:-" To the 
memory of Robert Riddel, Esq., of Glenriddel, who departed 
this life on the 2 lSt day of April, l 794, in the 38th y~ar of 
his age." 

This is the grave of Burns's friend and neighbour, the Laird 
of Friars' Carse, who is the only one of the Riddels of Glen
riddel buried here. Near the western wall a tall white stone 
bears record of the tenants of Ellisland as far back as 1726. 
From the churchyard a good view is to be had of the opposite 
side of the valley. The red walls of Dalswinton are seen rising 
from a thick wood on the height beyond the holms of Nith. 
The rising ground hides the lake below the house, on an island 
in which the ruins of the Red Comyn's castle stand, and on 
whose waters Patrick Miller made those experiments in naviga
tion which paved the way for the more pronounced successes 
of Fulton and Henry Bell. Near by, to the east and west of 
the mansion respectively, are Foregirth and Bankhead, the 
rich farms which were offered to Burns when he preferred the 
romantic site of Ellisland and its stony fields to their more 
·commonplace but more fertile acres. These are all in the 
parish of Kirkmahoe, separated from Dunscore by the River 
Nith. Finding it inconvenient to have a part of his estate so 
thoroughly isolated from the rest-for there was no way of 
communication except by Auldgirth Bridge, three miles distant 
-Mr. Miller sold Ellisland, when Burns left it, to Mr. John 
Morin, of Laggan, in Dunscore. The price for the farm of 
ninety a•cres was £ 1900. Fourteen years later Mr. Morin 
sold it for £4430 to Mr. ]. Taylor, in whose family it still 
lfemains, forming one of the fifty-six separ.'.l.te estates in the 
parish of Dunscore. 

The mansion of Friars' Carse stands on an eminence 
.almost encircled by the Nith, less than a mile above 
Ellisland. The name recalls its monastic origin. In the 
reign of William the Lion the Cistercian brotherhood of 
Melrose acquired extensive lands in Nithsdale, and founded 
this house as a rival to the Premonstratensian Abbey of Holy-
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wood. There were frequent disputes between the two orders, 

chiefly about property, and on one occasion the Bishop of 

Glas~ow had to interpose his authority to secure peace. After 

the Reformation, Friars' Carse, under the title of the Barony of 

Monkland, became the property of the Kirkpatricks of Ellis

land, scions of the house of Closeburn. Then it was for a time 

in possession of the Maxwells of Tinwald and Barncleugh. 

About 17 30 the estate was purchased by Robert Riddel, of 

Glenriddel, grandfather of Burns's friend and patron. Glen

riddel estates were in Glencairn, where the site of the old 

castle, marked by a circle of yews, is still pointed out on an 

eminence overlooking the Cairn. The properties of Borland 

.and Snade are the modern representatives of Glenriddel, itnd 

when the owners of these lands lately took a prominent part 

in founding a public hall in Dunscore, they perpetuated the 

.ancient title by naming it Glenriddel Hall. 

The modern house of Friars' Carse does not occupy the 

-site of the monastery, which stood still closer to the Nith. All 

that remains of it is a tall stone, looking like a broken cross 

which has been set up on the edge of the lawn, and some 

smaller carved stones placed at its base. For a long time the 

keystone of the gateway arch at Lag Tower, described by Grose 

in his "Antiquities,'' lay among them, but it has been removed 

quite recently. The red stone of which the house is built 

contrasts strikingly with the greenery among which it stands ; 

but one soon notices that while tower and wings are of hewn 

stone, the centre has been painted a similar shade in oil colour. 

This painted portion is the most interesting part of the building, 

for it is in reality the mansion erected by Walter Riddel in 

I 77 2-7 3-the house to which Burns came so frequently as a 

guest in his son's time. The tower and other parts were built 

in 1874 by Mr. Thomas Nelson, the late proprietor,•who was 

careful to preserve everything associated with the Poet. The 

dining-room is still much as it was when Alexander Fergusson, 

of Craigdarroch, and Sir Robert Laurie, of Maxwelton, the 

staid member for the cuunty, met to contest with Glenriddel 

his possession of the " Whistle." A copy in Burns's own 

hand of the verses he composed in honour of the occasion, 

and having a note of attestation, signed by his son Robert, 

appended to it, was long an ornament of the room, but the 

trustees of 1he Crichton Royal Institution, who are now owners 
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of Friar's Cars~, have removed it elsewhere for safer keeping. 
It was in the same room that the Poet met Captain Grose, 
whose talk of "auld howlet·haunted biggins" suggested " Tam 
o' Shanter." This "pretty tale," as the facetious antiquary 
called it, was first printed in bis book opposite an engraving of 
Allowa)' Kirk. 

A favourite resort of the Poet's was the Hermitage, a tiny 
hut in the wood between Friar's Carse and Ellisland. It is 
some distance from the Nith, and so embowered in trees, 
that no view can be had from its windows. The retirement 
is perfect, and no better retreat for studious meditation could 
be found. The Hermitage of to-day is a substantial stone 
building, quite covered with ivy. When Friar's Carse came 
into Mr. Nelson's hands, he found the little place fallen into 
decay. The thatched roof and the little window were gone, 
and the walls were fast crumbling to pieces. He re-built it 
on the former foundation, using, as far as possible, the old 
materials, and preserving the original shape and size. If the 
ivy were removed, one could read the inscription on the gable 
-"Restored, 1874. T.N."-and notice the Masonic symbols 
carved on the corbels. Near by there lay, for many years, 
the recumbent effigy of a friar which Captain Riddel brought 
from Sanquhar Castle. This statue was lately restored to Lord 
Bute, who has promised to replace it by a fac-simile. It was 
here that Burns assumed in imagination. the character of the 
"Bedesman of Nithside,'' and wrote those counsels of morality, 
some lines of which he inscribed with a diamond on the pane 
of glass forming the window. These lines, and those "To 
Riddel, Much-Lamented Man," written after his patron's death 
in 1794, have been reproduced on the new windows. The 
original pane is still in existence, and was on view in the 
Glasgow Exhibition of 1888 and the Burns' Exhibition of 1896. 

The Barony of Monkland had, by Burns's time, been 
divided into a number of separate estates, yet that section of 
the parish of Dunscore continued to be regarded as a district 
by itself. The inhabitants recognised this, and united them
selves, at Captain Riddel's suggestion, in the Monkland 
Friendly Society. Besides other privileges, the members were 
entitled to read in the library of which Burns had charge at 
Ellisland. In more than one of his letters reference is made to 
this library. He sends a notice of it to Sir John Sinclair, 
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editor of the "Statistical Account of Scotland" ; he gives 

orders to a bookseller in Edinburgh for works which would be 

considered somewhat heavy for the average country reader 

now-a-days; and he relates with much gusto how he imposed 

upon the tailor at Carse Mill, who wanted a book that would 

keep him in reading for some time, by giving him a H ebrew 

lexicon, presented by 'the Rev. Joseph Kirkpatrick. 

Carse Mill gives its name to a hamlet a mile from Friar's 

Carse-the centre of population in the eastern end of Dunscore 

parish. It overlooks a loch, with a little island in its midst. 

This is a crannog, or ancient artificial lake dwelling, discovered 

when extensive drainage operations were carried out twenty 

years ago for the purpose of reducing the area of the loch. A 

canoe, some pieces of pottery, and a stone axe were found at 

Rivet Nit!t. 

the same time. Not far off, on a lofty wooded promontory above 

the Nith, is a stone circle, called the "Temple," the origin of 

which is commonly referred to Druidical times. Some say, 

however, that it was Glenriddel who set up these enormous 

stones; but it is hard to see what end was to be gained by the 

expenditure of time and labour necessary to do this. 
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On his many journeys between Ellisland and Mauchline 
during the first summer he spent on Nithside, our Poet would 
travel by the old coach road from Dumfries to Glasgow, which 
is still one of the best in the country. Two miles fully from 
Ellisland, the road crosses the Nith from the west to the east 
bank by Auldgirth Bridge, a substantial stone structure which 
Carlyle's father helped to build. Further on, in the parish of 
Closeburn, is Brownhill Farm, once an inn much frequented by 
Burns, and near it is Dinning, where Gilbert Burns lived from 
the date of his leaving Mossgiel till he went into the Lothians 
in 1809. Further still is the ancient churchyard of Dalgarno, 
the only relic of a parish which was amalgamated with 
Closeburn two hundred years ago. The fair or "tryst" of 
Dalgarno had not been forgotten in Burns's time, and its 
mention adds to the local colouring of the song, " Last May a 
Braw Wooer." The "Jang glen" is one of the great passes of the 
Lowthers, and Gateslack one of the smaller ones. The latter 
name, for all its reality, did not find favour with the publisher, 
and Burns had reluctantly to change it into the "Jang loan." 
From Thornhill, whence Tynron Doon is to be seen, recalling 
memories of the Ettrick Shepherd, the road keeps close by the 
Nith all up the lovely valley. At Sanquhar it passes the 
crumbling ruins of "Creighton Peel," for the preservation of 
which Lord Bute is taking every possible precaution, and 
where the Friars' Carse statue has been sent back. From 
the town of" Black Joan" the hill of Corsincon is seen in 
the distance, marking the Ayrshire boundary, and telling the 
traveller it is no great distance now to Mauchline. 

" But Nith maun be my Muses' well; 
My Muse maun be thy bonie sel'; 
On Corsincon I'll glow'r and spell, 
And write how dear I love thee." 

There is a height a couple of miles westward from Ellis
land, crowned at an altitude of nearly 700 feet by an ancient 
British fort, from which the whole wide scene of Burns's life in 
Dumfriesshire may be surveyed as on a map. The course of 
the Nith can be traced from near Drumlanrig to the Solway. 
Ellisland is there, in the very middle of the picture, its white 
walls showing among the trees that clothe the river's bank. 
The mansions of Dalswinton and Friars' Carse and Isle stand 
like lordly sentinels around the Poet's cottage home. Down 
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the river are the ruins of Lincluden, where the mingled water& 

of Cluden and Cairn pour themselves into the Nith. Further 

still, a thin vapour of smoke scarcely conceals the dainty little 

town of Dumfries. Beyond it is the silver gleam of the 

Solway, shining below the dark mountains of Cumberland. 

Turning from Ellisland and that lovely dale of which it is. 

the centre and cynosure, and looking westward, a landscape 

of many mountains meets the gaze. Hill and glen, wood 

and stream, brown heather and green pasture land, seem 

involved in inextricable confusion. The centre of this. 

wild scene is Dunscore Church and its square tower. 

This is not the identical building to which Burns went 

to hear the Rev. Joseph Kirkpatrick, until differences of 

opm10n as regards both doctrine and church govern

ment led first to hard words between them, and then to. 

their utter estrangement. Mr. Kirkpatrick was minister of 

Dunscore from 1777 till 1806. In that year he was translated 

to Wamphray, in Annandale, where he died in 1824. The 

present church of Dunscore was built in 1823 on the site of the. 

old building, which had stood since 1649. From the height 

on which the church stands several valleys radiate. One is the. 

Glen of Lag, with the persecutor's tower still standin& scarred 

by fire and blackened with age. Another is the valley of the 

Cairn, quite as interesting in its way as Nithsdale itself. Down, 

its course is the Routen Bridge, famed for the beautiful 

waterfall on the Cluden, over which it is built, and for many 

associations with Covenanting times. High on the hill behind 

it are the Communion Stones, with the little gray granite 

column marking the spot where in the summer of 1678 three 

thousand Covenanters assembled to partake of the Sacrament. 

Further down is Irongray Kirk, in whose little churchyard 

stands Sir Walter's stone to the memory of "Jeanie Deans." 

In the opposite direction from Dunscore, up Glencairn, is the 

site of Glenriddel Castle, marked by its ring of dark yews. 

Then comes Maxwelton, "Annie Laurie's" home, and the 

home, too, a hundred years later, of Sir Robert Laurie, one of 

the competitors for the "whistle," who was M.P. for Dumfries

shire for the long period of thirty years. Near it, and now 

forming part of the estate, is Laggan Park, once owned by 

William Nicol, Burns's friend, whom he sarcastically names. 

"the illustrious lord of Laggan's many hills." Beyond is the-
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pretty village of Moniaive, picturesquely situated where three 
-streams, coming down three different glens, unite to form the 
Cairn. Two miles up the middle valley lies Craigdarroch, 
where the " whistle " is preserved along with many a worthier 
relic of the Fergussons, chief among which is the saddle that 
came home empty from Killiecrankie. 

Another valley still among those radiating from Dunscore 
is Glenessl~n, leading westward into Galloway. At its entrance 
lies Stroquhan, once owned by James Whyte, the retired 
Jamaica planter, whose advice regarding the journey, when he 
met Burns at Dr. Douglas's, so modified the Poet's plans 
that he delayed till the success of his book decided him 
altogether against seeking his fortune in the West Indies. 
Mr. Whyte died at Stroquhan in 1822, and was buried in 
Dunscore Churchyard, where his tombstone is still to be seen. 
The tower of Sundaywell, the residence of James Kirk, the 
friend of Welsh of Irongray, and Blackadder of Troqueer, 
and Archibald of Dunscore, and many a one, besides, of the 
ministers who were ejected in 1662, is still standing by the 
wayside, but its companion tower of Bogrie has been destroyed. 
Beyond Sundaywell the rough, narrow road ascends through a 
lonely tract of moor to Craigenputtock, where Carlyle wrote 
Sartor Resartus, and that essay on Burns which gave the key
note to all that has been said of our Poet for the last sixty 
years. This is the limit of Dumfriesshire. Westward, beyond 
Loch Urr, lies the land of Galloway, with whose moors, and 
streams, and dark mountains Burns, no doubt, became familiar 
in the discharge of his duties to the Government while at 
Ellisland and afterwards. It was on a bleak Galloway moor, 

.amid the raging of a thunderstorm, that he was inspired with 
the idea of that sublime patriotic lay which has become the 
National Anthem of Scotland. 

RICHARD SIMPSON, M.A., B.D. 

(The foregoing il!11stratio11s are from photographs kindly supplied by 
.lWr. Thomas Ferguson, of the Nursery Jii!ls, Kilmarnock.) 



BURNS, JEAN ARMOUR, AND 

HIGHLAND MARY AGAIN. 

M Y attention has been drawn to an article in the New 
Review by Messrs. W. E. Henley and T. F· 

Henderson on "The Cult of Mary Campbell." I do not 
presume to ask your permission to criticise this article at 
length. But I wish to allude to two questions of fact in which,. 
as Editor of the new issue of Robert Chambers's "Life and 
Works of Robert Burns," I have some interest. Dealing with 
what they term "The Armour-in-Love Myth," as expressed in 
the declaration of Robert Louis Stevenson upon the first 
meeting between Burns and Jean Armour in "Some Aspects 
of Robert Burns," which was first published in the Cornhill 
Maga:.;ine in October, 1879, "This facile and empty-headed 
girl had nothing more in view than a flirtation ; and her heart 
from the first, and on to the end of the story, was engaged by 
another man," Messrs. Henley and Henderson say that I "name 
as its creator, not Robert Chambers (who was, of course, 
incapable of error), but R. L. S., who merely accepted a fact 
of Chambers's avouching." In the first place, I do not name 
R. L. S. as the " creator" of the "legend"; I merely mention 
that a "statement " was made by him. In the second place, 
I by no means regard R. L. S.'s decided denunciation of Jean 
as identical with Robert Chambers's cautious declaration that 
" the poet . . never had been exactly the favourite lover of 
Jean, and that there was, it seems, another person whom she 
fancied above him." Chambers's statement comes to this, that 
Jean, like most country girls, had several lovers, and that 
Burns "never had been exactly the favourite." Stevenson's 
comes to this, that Jean, when she met Burns, was 
absolutely dominated by another man, and was dominated by 
him to the end of the story; that Burns, so far from not being 
"exactly her favourite lover," was really in her mind no lover 
at all. At the time Stevenson's article appeared, his statement 
led to a protracted newspaper controversy, the upshot of 
which was that it was believed to be highly probable either that 
Stevenson based his attack on Jean Armour upon information 
he had received from some source independent of Burns's 

G 
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biographers, or on a misreading of the Paisley-Wilson story. As 
for my "having so failed to master the work I was professing to 
edit and revise, that I name, as its creator, not Robert Chambers 
(who was, of course, incapable of error), but R. L. S., who 
merely accepted a fact of Chambers's avouching," it is enough 
for me to point out that, on page 333 of my second volume, I 
have substituted for the statement on which Messrs. Henley 
and Henderson lay such stress, the following:-" No impartial 
evidence has ever been adduced in support of the story, that 
while he was in Edinburgh she had taken another lover; on 
this point the testimony of Burns's relatives who, at first, at all 
events, disapproved of his connection with her, cannot in fair
ness be accepted. Even if she wavered in her loyalty during 
his absence, her old love returned in full force when he 
appeared once more on the scene." A not inconsiderable 
amount of research has convinced me that the gossip of Mrs. 
Begg, communicated chiefly through her daughter Isabella, and 
also of Gilbert, who was well-intentioned, but not invariably 
.accurate, has had a great deal to do with the depreciation of 
Jean Armour, which was one of the features of most of the 
earlier biographies of Burns. 

Messrs. Henley and Henderson, referring to the possibility 
-0f Burns, enraged at Jean Armour for having "deserted" 
him, betrothed himself to a Mary Campbell, who is proved to 
have given birth in Mauchline to a child of which John Hay, 
a farmer in the parish of Dundonald, ultimately acknowledged 
himself to be the father, say, "It is not in the nature of 
things incredible-notwithstanding the innocent scorn of Mr. 
Wallace-that Burns betrothed himself to a woman who had 
a misfortune, especially when his reputation and his fortunes 
were at their zenith. On the contrary, the respectable father 
-0f Jean Armour (in for a misfortune through Farmer Burns, 
just as the Dundonald Mary Campbell had been in for a 
misfortune through Farmer Hay) had every expectation that 
his daughter, notwithstanding her misfortune, might get 
betrothed to a person both richer and better reputed than 
her seducer. Neither the ideas of Robert Burns nor the ideas 
of Mauchline on such a subject were so delicate as the ideas 
of the would-be vindicators of Mary Campbell and her Bard." 
This means, of course, that Jean Armour stood in the same 
£elation to Burns that the Mary Campbell who had a child to 
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Farmer Hay did to that person. Such is very far from being the 

.case, however. Jean Armour was in a position to marry Burns; 

she did marry him; it is even doubtful if after the affair of the 

"lines" she was not married to him before the birth of her 

first children. The Mary Campbell who was seduced by 

Farmer Hay was in a very different and much more disgraceful 

pos1t1on. She could not marry her seducer, for he was already 

a married man. The official chronicler of the births of his 

;illegitimate children by the members of his harem also notes 

the births of his children by his wife. These he describes as 

"lawfully begotten." The others are distinguished not as 

"merry-begots "-the kirk-session chronicler does not appear to 

have been familiar with Henley-Hendersonese-but as "begotten 

in uncleanness." Is it so very astonishing that I should be 

rather sceptical as to the identity of this girl with the Highland 

Lassie of Burns's verse and still more of his prose, or slow to 

believe that with such a record she should have thought it 

necessary to go through the more or less religious betrothal 

-ceremony to which testimony is thought to be borne by the 

Bibles now in the Ayr monument? Of course, Messrs. Henley 

and Henderson were ignorant of this all-important fact in con

nection with the relations between John Hay and Mary 

Campbell-just as they were so ignorant of the fact that 

Burns wrote to the London newspapers repudiating the idea 

.of some wretched verses by Henry Dundas, or one of 

his literary jackals, being his, that they actually print this 

·doggerel as Burns's in the second of their volumes! Mr. 

Henley, after being found out, kindly says : "The rhymes we 

attribute to Burns might very well have been written in a 

-drunken moment-he was sometimes partly oblivious, as he 

-confessed, of stuff produced in such circumstances!" So much 

the worse for Messrs. Henley and Henderson, and the former's 

atrocious attack on the Scottish people-although, what is to 

be expected of folk whose two specialties are, according to 

him, "fornication and theology?" The Mary Campbell of 

the Dundonald Records was a member (and apparently not 

the favoured member) of a farmer's harem. Even in benighted 

Scotland, all given over to "fornication and theology " though 

it is, she would have been placed on an immeasurably lower 

plane than Jean Armour, whose only fault was that she loved 

well rather than wisely. But Mr. Henley in his essay, not in 
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the magazine article which he has written in conjunction with 
Mr. Henderson, speaks of the fatal fascination which certain 
women of the type of Cleopatra have had for certain men 
of the type of Antony. In order to make Burns a modem 
Antony, as well as a modern Mirabeau, he is evidently quite 
willing to believe the story that, according to a manuscript 
which now lies in the Edinburgh Advocates' Library, Rich
mond informed Train that the Mary Campbell who was 
in the employment of Gavin Hamilton was a mistress of 
Captain Montgomerie, and that the fact was demonstrated to 
Burns. Now the story ascribed to Richmond is absolutely 
vitiated by the fact that he is also represented as having told 
Train that on one occasion Clarinda called at his lodgings to
see Burns, obviously for an immoral purpose, which purpose 
was frustrated by the fact that Burns was out. Now, whoever 
told this story was-and must have known he was-an out
rageous and impudent liar, because Burns did not live with 
Richmond during the winter when he made the acquaintance 
of Clarinda. No evidence that would be listened to for a 
minute in a Small Debt Court has ever been adduced to the 
effect that the Mary Campbell, who is supposed to have been 
Burns's Highland Mary and Highland Lassie-I say "supposed" 
advisedly-could ever be considered in any sense what Mr. 
Henley terms "a light-skirts." But if she had been a sort of 
Cleopatra to Burns's Antony, of one thing we may be absolutely 
certain, Burns would have celebrated her sensual charms. 
in sensual verse. He did the very reverse. Mr. Henley 
has discovered, in his essay, not in his magazine article,. 
that Burns parted from Highland Mary under " suspicious 
circumstances." This is a discovery indeed! The only words. 
that Burns used, either in prose or verse, of his parting with 
Mary, point to the very "grave " suspicion that he and she 
were engaged to be married, and that they had an affectionate 
meeting as a preliminary to making the usual marriage prepar
ations ! The ordinary interpretation of such words, however, 
does not suit Mr. Henley, who sees " sculduddery" in every 
breeze and in the movements of every leaf. And so, in the
parting and the exchanged Bibles, he reads a superb and quite 
Scotch combination of " fornication and theology." 

On one point I have the rare pleasure of agreeing with Mr. 
Henley. He disposes, very effectually, of the famous and crude 
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essay of his friend Robert Louis Stevenson, which was written 
mainly to prove that Jean Armour was a "facile empty-headed 
girl," who made a bad wife to Burns. For this I am half 
inclined to forgive Mr. Henley his thousand and one amusing 
inaccuracies, such as that Burns told RamsayofAuchtertyre (sic), 
that his grandfather had been gardener to the Earl Marischall 
at lnverara y (sic), and that Currie is to be trusted as to 
what Dr. Maxwell said about Burns's last illness, when 
it has been demonstrated that Mrs. Dunlop's weak relative 
was all abroad as to Burns's going to the Brow Well in 
Qpposition to the advice of his medical adviser ! I feel even 
inclined to let pass his outrageous nonsense about Burns 
being a ribald peasant and a faun-like creature because, in an 
Qccasional moment of idleness and the strictest privacy, he 
realised, as every very great humourist has realised, " the farce 
of sex:" He does well to stand up for Jean, whose conduct as 
Burns's wife and widow, and the fondly anxious mother of his 
·children, cannot be too highly praised. I honour the senti
ment which has led to the erection of the monument at 
Dunoon. But if there must be monuments to other actors 
in the great Burns drama than Hamlet himself, the second 
place of honour is due to Jean. 

WILLIAM WALLACE. 



A PANEGYRIC ON BURNS. 
(BY A CONTEMPORARY ScoTTISH PoET.) 

A MONTH or two ago there was brought under our notice a. 
copy of a volume of poems (an octavo of qo pages), the title 
page of which runs as follows :-

POEMS 
IN 

ENGLISH, SCOTCH, AND LAT!K. 

l\Iajores maj.Jra sonent; mihi parrn locuto 
Sufficit in vestras ~aepe redire manu,, 

-MART. 

PAISLEY: 

PRI'.'ITED BY T. NEILSON, FOR THE AUTHOR. 

1794. 

There is nothing in the Preface to indicate the identity of 
the author, but from the legal phraseology employed all through 
the work, it is almost certain he was engaged in the profession 
of the law. Enquiries which we set on foot have elicited the 
fact that the book is not entirely unknown, though, strange to 
say, it has never been chronicled, so far as our knowledge goes, 
in any Burns Bibliography. A copy of it is preserved in the 
Mitchell Library, and we have traced about half a dozen more 
to the possession of private collectors. Regarding the author
ship, the guess has been hazarded that it is an early production 
of James Grahame, author of The Sabbath and The Birds of 
Scotland. Though Grahame was a Glasgow lawyer, and the 
son of a legal practitioner in the same city, we are inclined to 
think that he could not possibly be the author of the volume 
in question. From internal evidence, it is perfectly clear that 
the writer was a man verging towards the middle period of life, 
for of himself he says:-

. . . I am a Jang black chiel, 
Twa ell amaist frae head to heel ; 
Afore the time I'm some thocht gray 
And lyart. . . . . . • ." 

And in another place-
" Trust me wha'm growin' auld and keisint, 

That weel-timed daffin's unco pleasant." 
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If the ellipsis in the following passage were not so much of a 
historical conundrum, his age could be ascertained to a 
certainty, and the point of authorship settled by comparing it 
with that of Grahame, who was born in 176 5. 

" Whan daft Britannia turned knight errant, 
An' fee't that Joun' S--'s* tyrant 
To ser' himsel', I was just then 
Maist four times twa, and twa times ten." 

Grahame, it will be observed, was just one year older than 
" four times twa and twa times ten " at the date of publication. 

Be the author whom he may, the book is valuable as con
taining a poetic effusion in praise of Burns shortly after the 
latter took up his residence in Dumfries. And the composition 
is all the more remarkable on account of the note attached to 
it, which we give ziz situ. By way of heading, he quotes a. 

stanza from Burns's "Winter Night," and then proceeds:-

" The bard whose song still echoes in the vale, 
The bard whose song each lovely tongue recites, 
Is left to moil like men of common mould ; 
The song still charms us; but the bard's forgot. 
'Tis thus the thrush, sweet minstrel of the spring, 
His woodnotes wild pours from the milkwhite thorn ; 
But when stern winter chills the leafless grove, 
Shivering he's left to glean his scanty food, 
Nor ever is the woodland path bestrewn, 
Save with intent to lure him to the snare. 

Ungrateful country ! ill-requited Burns ! 
Shall he who sang, in Scotia's Doric lays, 
'The lowly train in life's sequestered scene,' 
Remain neglected in the scene he paints, 
And ask, perhaps in vain, 'for leave to toil? ' 
Shall he who sang far sweeter than the lark, 
When upward springing from the daisy's side 
To greet the purpling east, 
Be driven from the fields cheer'd by his song? 

Who e'er with truth, and yet with dignity, 
Like him rehearsed the annals of the poor ? 
Did e'er religion half so lovely seem 
In temples, as in his low lonely cot? 

' The Power incensed the pageant will desert, 
The pompous strain, the sacerdotal stole, 
And hap'ly in some cottage far apart 
May hear, well pleas'd, the language of the soul; 
And in his book of life the inmates poor enrol.' 

Ye patrons of the mighty dead, who strive 
T' immortalise immortal Thomson's name, 
Rear not to angels mole-hill monuments, 
While living merit owns no sheltering roof: 
Rather would Thomson's gentle spirit see 
A mansion raise<l for his neglected Burns, 
Than gorgeous mausoleums for himself." 

[Written several years ago.] 

* Sardinia's(?) 
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· The book also contains a Latin version of Burns's poem, 
"To a Mouse," the Scottish text and the translation appearing 
on opposite pages. This we may give on a future occasion, 
.along with other compositions of a similar character. 

D. M'NAUGHT. 

THE LATE MR. COLIN RAE BROWN. 

IT is our melancholy duty to chronicle in this issue the death 
of Mr. Colin Rae Brown, which sad event took place at his 
London residence on Saturday, 11th September, 1897-the 
anniversary of the Battle of Stirling, a date which he assisted 
to immortalise by the prominent part he took in the erection 
of the Wallace Monument on the Abbey Craig, Stirling, over
looking the battle-field. For some time before the sad event 
his health began to fail, and it was remarked by those who 
knew him well that, at the unveiling of the Highland Mary 
Statue at Dunoon, his physical powers appeared even then to 
be upon the wane. This was the last public movement with 
which his name was associated, and it is owing to his enthusiasm 
.and untiring efforts that it was carried to a successful issue. By 
special instructions in his last will and testament, his body was 
-cremated, and the urn containing his ashes was interred in 
Highgate Cemetery on 12th October, in presence of a repre
sentative gathering of the literati and Burn sites of the· 
Metropolis. 

Mr. Colin Rae Brown was born at Greenock in December 
1821, so that he had nearly completed his seventy-sixth year. 
He began his career in a Glasgow publishing house, and very 
early manifested a bias towards literature. He contributed 
both in prose and poetry to the leading periodicals of the day, 
and his Burns enthusiasm was such, that for half a century he 
was the head and front of every movement in honour of the 
National Bard. For many years he was honorary secretary of 
the Greenock Burns' Club, and he was closely associated with 
Professor Wilson ("Christopher North") in organising the 
great Ayr Festival of 1844. He was a pioneer in the cheap 
newspaper press of the country, strenuously seconding Cobden, 
Bright, Gilpin, Cassell, and other reformers in their efforts to 
secure the abolition of the stamp duty on newspapers. In 
184 7 he assisted in founding the North British Daily Mail, 
and he was also connected with that popular work, Tait's 
Magazine. In 1855 he was one of the chief promoters 
of the Daily Bulletin, the first regular daily penny news
paper in the kingdom. He was also instrumental in estab
Jishing two weekly journals in Glasgow, the Scottislz Banner 
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and the 1Vorkman. It was in the columns of the Bulletin 
that he made his first appeal to Scotsmen for the erec
tion of the Wallace Monument, and when, mainly through 
his advocacy, the movement took practical shape, he was ap
pointed convener and chairman of the permanent executive 
committee. In conjunction with Sir Archibald Alison, Sheriff 
Glassford Bell, Professor Nichol, and other representative 
Scotsmen, he organised the Burns Centenary Festival of 1859, 
and it was greatly owing to his characteristic energy that that 
event was such a memorable success. He was one of the 
founders of the Burns Federation, of which body he has been 
an honorary vice-president since its foundation in 1885. It 
was also on his suggestion that the Federation undertook the 
publication of the Burns Chronii:le, for the success of which he 
evinced the most lively concern down to the day of his death. 
When the centenary of the publication of the First Edition was 
celebrated in Kilmarnock in 1886, as the representative of the 
London Burns Club, he was the honoured guest of the brilliant 
array of the talent of the West which that occasion brought 
together. Among his personal friends were De Quincey, 
Samuel Lover, and Colonel Glencairn Burns, the youngest 
surviving son of the Poet. Mr. Rae Brown occupies a high 
position among our recent minor poets. In his early years he 
published " Lays and Lyrics by Sea and ~nd," and more 
recently, "Noble Love" and "The Dawn of Love," all of which 
have had an extensive circulation. 

Mr. Rae Brown was a man of most engaging manners and 
sterling worth, and was held in the highest esteem by everyone 
who knew him. He spent the summer months in his Highland 
home at Tighnabruaich, returning in the autumn to London, 
where he had resided since 1862. He leaves a widow and a 
family of three sons and three daughters, two of the former 
being resident in California. 



ANNUAL MEETING OF BURNS 
FEDERATION. 

GREENOCK BURNS CLUB Roo~IS, 

36 NICHOLSON STREET, 3RD JUNE, 1897. 

THE annual general meeting of the Executive of the Burns Federation was 

held here this afternoon, at 3 o'clock. 

Present-Provost Mackay, Kilmarnock (presiding); D. M'Naught, 

J.P., editor Burns C!tro11z'cle; Capt. D. Sneddon, secretary; Thomas Amos, 
M.A.; William Findlay, M.D.; and David Murray, M.A., B.Sc., 

representing Kilmarnock Club. The Greenock Club was represented by. 

Bailie P. M'Farlane, president; R. B. Shearer, vice-president; J. B. 
Morison, :ecretary; A. T. Anderson, treasurer; W. Sturrock, Robert 

Smith, J. Farquhar, Neil M. Brown, Archibald Niven, R. M. Smith, 

Wm. Allison, W. A. Cairney, John Arnott, James Glen, J. G. M'Kean~ 
A. S. Morris, Hugh Kerr, John M'Lure, and J. S. Deas. From Dundee 
Club, Edward Piel, secretary; George Fraser, Alexander Strachan, and D. 

M'Nab. From Glasgow-Bridgeton Club, A. J. Bain, president; and 

Robert Scott, ex-president. Royalty Club, John Young. Springburn. 

Club, John Law, William Anderson, John Young, Thomas Wilson, and 
Wm. M'Bain, secretary. St. Rollox Club, Donald Crawford. Caledonian 

Club, Thomson Higgins, president; and John Magarry, secretary. Carlton 

Club, James C. Hendry, p-president; and John F. Robertson, secretary. 

Sandyford Club, J. M. l\Iunro. Glasgow Mauchline Society, J. Leiper 

Gemmill, president. Co-operation Club, Robert Reyburn, secretary. 
Thistle Club, John Peters, secretary. Barlinnie Club, Robert Ford, hon. 

president; John Scott, president; John Panton, secretary; and Dr. U. L. 

Muir. Gourock Jolly Beggars Club, D. Malcolm, vice-president; J. E. 
Turnbull, and James Adams. Thornliebank Club, John Dalgliesh. 

Campsie Club, ·watson Hunter, president; and James Simpson, secretary. 

Clackmannan Club, Charles Strachan. Carlisle, J. Stobbo. 

The hon. secretary read the minutes of the annual meeting, held in 

George Hotel, Kilmarnock, on 2oth November, 1896, which, on the 
motion of Provost Mackay, were unanimously agreed to. 

Letters of apology for unavoidable absence were intimated from Peter 

Sturrock, president; C6lin Rae B1own, vice-president; George Dunlop, and. 

Joseph Brockie. 

The hon. secretary, in absence of the hon. treasurer, submitted the 

financial statement, showing a credit balance of £z6 11s 2d in the ordinary 

funds, and a balance of £44 7s 6d at credit of the Bums Chronicle, making 

a total sum in hand of £70 18s Sd. The financial report was unanimously 
approved of. 

Mr. D. M'Naught, editor of the Burns Chronicle, gave an interesting_ 
account of his work in connection with this annual, and urged upon all 

members present the necessity of bringing the work under the notice of 

their respective clubs, with the view of more extended support from these· 
organisations. He also stated that every effort would be made to have 

Vol. VII. in the hands of subscribers as early in January as possible. It 

was unanimously resolved to accede to Mr. M'Naught's request, and give 

the Burns Chronicle the hearty support it so well deserved. 
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Mr. J. M. Munro agreed to continue the publication of the Chronicle 
for another year on the same terms as formerly, for which he was awarded 
a very cordial vote of thanks. 

The following Loyal Address to Her Most Gracious Majesty on the 
occasion of her Diamond Jubilee was read to the meeting and approved of, 
.and the Hon. Secy. instructed to get it engrossed and forwarded through 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Secretary for Scotland. 

"TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, 

"We, in our own name and on behalf of the Executive Council and 
members of the Federation of Burns Clubs, St. Andrews, and kindred 
societies all over the world, beg respectfully to offer to your Majesty our 
most sincere and hearty congratulations on the completion of the sixtieth 
year of the most notable reign in the history of our country. 

"We acknowledge with thankfulness the blessings to your people that 
have attended your Majesty's long and beneficent rule, both at home and 
throughout the widespread dependencies of your Sovereignty and Empire. 
More especially does it become us, as representatives of the Burns Federa
tion, to acknowledge the unostentatious encouragement which your Majesty 
has always accorded to the cause and interests of social, literary, and 
charitable institutions throughout your dominions. The general improve
ment in our social relations, the spread of literature, and the increased 
facilities for education among all classes of the community during the last 
"Sixty years, are due in great measure to your Majesty's guiding influence 
and example. 

"As warm-hearted loyal Scots, ardent admirers of the genius of Burns, 
our King of Song, banded together in a universal confederation for the 
purpose of increasing and cementing social intercourse, cultivating literary 
tastes, and extending the helping hand of charity, we beg respectfullr to 
wish your Majesty many more happy years to reign over a people whose 
perfervid feeling of loyalty is as much the result of your Majesty's personal 
·qualities as of the constitutional traditions of the country. 

"P. STURROCK, President. 
COLIN RAE BROWN, Vice-President. 
DAYID SXEDD0:-1, Hony. Secy. 

"Kilmarnock, 3rd June, r 897." 

The Secretary submitted a Jubilee Greeting, entitled, "God Bless 
Thee, Queen Victoria," written by Mr. Colin Rae Brown, which it was 
.agreed to leave in the hands of the Executive to get printed and circulated. 
Mr. J. Leiper Gemmill gave detailed information regarding the Burns Cot
tage Homes for the Aged at Mauchline, and it was agreed to hold the next 
annual meeting at that town, in the month of June. 

After the business meeting, the company, to the number of 130, had an 
excursion in the Glasgow & South-Western Company's steamer '•Mercury" 
from Princes Pier, through the Kyles of Bute, to Karnes. Dinner was 
served en route. A toast list was subsequently proceeded with-Bailie 
Peter Macfarlane, President of the Greenock Club, in the chair, and 
Provost Mackay, Kilmarnock, acting as croupier. After the usual loyal 
and patriotic toasts, Mr. M'Naught proposed "Greenock Burns Club," 
Mr. James B. Morison, secretary, replying. In the course of a short speech 
in respckse to the toast of "The Burns Federation," Captain D. Sneddon 
said th~t in the history of that body there never had been a more successful 
meeting, and he felt confident that it was only the earnest of better things 
to come. D. SNEDDON, Hon. Secy. 
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GOD BLESS THEE, QUEEN \'ICTORIA. 

God bless thee, (~ueen Victoria! 
May He thy footsteps guide, 
And through the measure of thy days 
O'er ev'ry hour preside. 
As Empress, Queen, and Mother, thine 
Has proved a blissful sway, 
And grateful hearts with one accord 
Love, honour, and obey. 

God bless thee, Queen Victoria ! 
May He thy footsteps guide, 
And through the measure of thy days 
O'er e\''ry hour preside. 

Thy glorious reign throughout the years 
Shall with fresh lustre shine, 
And all the annals of the age 
Thy name and fame enshrine. 
The love of glory, stained with blood, 
For some have gained renown, 
But blessed peace has wove for thee 
The laurels of thy crown. 

God bless thee, Queen Victoria! 
May He thy footsteps guide, 
And through the measure of thy days 
O'er ev'ry hour preside. 

Thy greatest victories have been won 
Amongst the peaceful arts, 
And countless millions o'er the world 
Proclaim thee Queen of Hearts. 
May He who ruleth over all 
Watch ever over thee, 
And still maintain Britannia's realms, 
United, great, and free! 

God bless thee, Queen Victoria! 
May He thy footsteps guide, 
And through the measure of thy days 
O'er ev'ry hour preside. 

COLIN RAE BROWN, V.P .. 
Burns Federation, Kilmarnock. 



CLUB NOTES. 
( Co111m 1mfrated.) 

CAMPSIE BURNS CLCB. 

(Instituted I 890.) 

MOTTO-" Shall Brithers be an' a' that." 

'SYLLABUS-Session 1896-97.-September 26th, 1896-" A Visit to the 

Burns Exhibition,"-Mr. W. Hunter. October 31st-"Shake

speare,"-Mr. George M'Kay. Wednesday, November 18th

Lecture-" At the Grave of Burns,"-Rev. P. Anton. December 

26th-" Dickens,"-Mr. James Simpson. January 2:7.nd, 1897-

School Children's Annual Prize Competition. January 24th-" The 

Religious Teaching of Burns,"-Rev. J. Y. Scott. Anniversary 

Celebration. February 27th-" Something about Burns,"-Major 

R. Stirling. March 27th-" An Hour wi' Burns and Scott,"-Mr. 

John M'Donalrl. April 24th-Annual General Meeting. 

Give from £6 to £10 in prizes to school children for singing and reciting. 

DUNDEE BURNS SOCIETY. 

{)FFICE-BEARERs-President, Mr. A. H. Millar, F.S.A., Scot.; vice

presidents, Mr. J. B. Macdonald, Mr. John Willocks; secretary, 

Mr. Robert Fulton, 44 Provost Road; treasurer, Mr. A. C. Lamb, 

F.S.A., Scot.; executive committee, Messrs. John Ramage, W. F. 

Black, G. Scrymgeour, \.Vm. Martin, John Smart, George Sword. 

Rooms-36 Nethergate . 

.SYLLAHUs-1896-97.-0ctober 5th-" William Motherwell, an Editor of 

Burns,"-A. H. Millar. October 12th-" Blind Harry's' Wallace,'" 

-John Paul. October 19th-"Alexander Ross, the Poet of the 

Grampians," Andrew Stewart. October 26th-Musical Evening,

Conducted by J. B. Macdonald. November 2nd-" Early Sc-ottish 

Poetry," - John Scott. November 9th-" Alexander Nicholl of 

Collace, a forerunner of Burns,"-Norval Scrymgeour. November 

16th-" The Influence of Burns on Present-day Thought,"-John 

Willocks. November 23rd-" The Later years of Robert Burns, "-W. 

Wallace, Glasgow. November 3oth-Musical Evening,-Conducted 

by George Scrymgeour. · December 7th-" Robert Fergusson the 

Poet,"-J. H. Martin. December 14th-" Songstresses of Scot

land,"-Miss H. G. Souter. December 21st-Open Discussion, 

"The Moral Influence of Burns's Poetry,"-Leader, Robert Fulton. 

December 28th-Musical Evening,-Conducted by James Small. 

January 4th, 1897-" Robert Burns and Scottish Song: where he 

found it and how he left it,"-Robert Ford, Glasgow. Januaty lrth 

-"Scottish Reel-playing, Past and Present," with illustrations,

Wm. C. Honeyman. January 18th-" The True Story of Burns's 

Highland Mary,"-George Scrr,mgeour. January 25th-Musical 

Evening, "The Songs of Burns, '-Conducted by J. B. Macdonald. 

February 1st-"Robert Nicoll, 'Scotland's Second Burns,"-MissJ. 

M •. King. February 8th-" The Scottish Language of Burns's 

Time,"-W. B. Irvine, B.A. February 15th-"Burns and Scottish 

Nationality,"-Rev. D. Macrae. February 22nd-Musical Evening, 

Conducted by W. T. Scroggie. March 1st-" Robert Burns and 

George Mat0:donalel., a Contrast,"-T. M. Davidson, M.A. March 

8th-Rev. Dr. Patrick. March 15th-Open Discussion, "Why is 

Scotland Poetical?"-Leader, Mrs. R. A. Watson. March 22nd

~· Robert Tannahill,"-John Mitchell. March 29th- Musical 

Evening,-Conducted by A. H. Millar. 
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THE KILMARNOCK BURNS CLUB. 
(Established I8o8.) 

THE Anniversary meeting was held in the George Hotel on Monday 
evening, 25thJanuary, 1897, at 7.45 o'clock, when an eloquent address was 
.delivered by Mr. Kerr. Chairman, John Kerr, Esq., B.L.; croupier, Re,·. 
John Craig, B.D. 

ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB. 
THE semi-jubilee dinner of the Aberdeen Burns Club was held on the 
evening of 25th January, 1897, in the Imperial Hotel. Mr. William Carnie 
o0ccupied the chair, and Mr. J. S. Stuart was croupier. After dinner Mr. Carnie delivered a most interesting and able" Retrospect" of the Club, 
by way of preface to the " Immortal Memory." The meeting was a most 
'Successful one. 

THE DUNEDIN BURNS CLUB. 
(Instituted I89I.) 

SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

Submitted to the Annual Business Meeting of Members, held in the Choral 
Hall, Moray Ptace, Dunedin, on Friday, 26th March, I897. 

IN submitting this, the Sixth Annual Report, to the Club, your committee must congratulate the members on the great success the Club has achieved 
since its inception. As in the past, the year just closing shows a record of unqualified success. As heretofore, the monthly gatherings have been a 
source of much pleasure and social intercourse to Members and their families. The entertainments have been varied and instructive, and 
.carried out strictly on Scottish lines. The various speakers during the year 
1have been especially successful in giving to Members some of the best 
thoughts of Burns in glowing language, enthused by the noble aspirations .of Scotland's King of Song, whose death centen1ry was so fittingly commemorated during the year. 

In Dumfries, where our Club's offering was sent to swell the world's 
tribute to the genius of the Scottish Poet, so great was the enthusiasm, so .magnificent the display, that it has been well said-" The world's history 
holds no parallel to the affection and reverence displayed to the genius and -worth of Burns on the centenary of his death." The Dunedin Burns Club's 
wreath, with its accompanying sonnet, were warmly acknowledged, coming as they did from the earth's utmost end; and we have reason to be proud 
that while all the world rendered homage, New Zealand did not fail to 
.contribute her share. 

In commemorating the death centenary, your own Club was not 
lacking in its display of loyalty and devotion. The largest hall in the city was crowded to overflowing. The speaker, the Hon. Thos. Fergus, gave 
an oration worthy of the occasion, which delighted and enthralled the large 
.audience. On behalf of the living relatives of the Poet, our worthy past 
president and patron, Mr. A. J. Burns, grand-nephew of the Poet, thanked the speaker and all present for the great honour done to the 
memory of their kinsman. 

Twenty general meetings of committee have been held during the year, besides various meetings of sub-committees ; and otherwise your executive 
have devoted considerable time and attention to the affairs of the Club. 

Accommodation of Members has given your committee some concern, 
as our monthly meetings are usually uncomfortably crowded. The incoming .committee will have to consider the question of securing a larger hall. 

Your committee have not been altogether unanimous in seeing their 
way to institute the proposed scholarship. The slate of our funds should 
warrant this matter being a first consiueration for the new committee, as it 
would enhance the interest taken in the Club, and add materially to its status. 
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SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

THE centenary was celebrated in Sydney by "A Nicht wi' Burns," in the 

Town Hall, on the evening of 2oth July, 1896. On the 21st, the Burns 

Club held their annual meeting under the presidency of the Hon. Dr. 

Maclaurin, supported by Professor M'Callum, Hon. G. H. Reid, M.P., 

Hon. A. Brown, M.L.C., Dr. Graham, and other persons of note. 

Professor M'Callum delivered the oration, which was received with the 

greatest enthusiasm. A humorous illustrated menu of great artistic merit 

was distributed as a memento of the occasion. 

INVERCARGILL BURNS CLUB, NEW ZEALAND. 

THE inauguration of the Invercargill Burns Club was celebrated in the 

theatre, on 26th January, 1895, by an entertainment given in honour of the 

l36th anniversary of the Scottish Poet's birth. There was a large and 

enthusiastic gathering, all parts of the house being well filled, and from the 

interest taken in the proceedings, and the appreciation shown, it is evident 

that the newly-formed organisation has been auspiciously born to a long 

and vigorous life. The Mayor (Mr. W. B. Scandrett) presided, and the 

following gentlemen occupied seats on the platform :-The Rev. J. 

Anderson Gardiner, Messrs. T. Denniston, J. E. Watson, A. Raeside, 

and A. M'Kellar. The Mayor delivered a rousing address, which excited 

great enthusiasm. 



REVIEWS. 

In conformity with the 1esoluti,;n of the Fe1leration, the last number of tlze 
" Chronicle" was issued as a memorial o.f the Death Centenary, no 
space being reserved far the usual addenda. In consequence, muclc 
<•aluable material had to be held over. 

Books intended for review must be in the hand.< of the Editor #efore 
the end of Octobe1·. 

BURNS IN ENGLISH. 
SELECT POE)IS OF ROBERT BURl!iS. Translated from the Scottish Dialect by ALEXANDER CORRETT. Boston : ALEXANDER CORRETT. 
THIS is a laboured but conscientious attempt to translate some of Burns's Scottish poems into English by substituting synonyms wholesale wherever the translator considers them necessary for readers ignorant of the Scottish tongue. The result cannot be characterised as a success in any sense of the term; indeed, in a good many instances, the translation itself would require a glossary for satisfactory elucidation. This need not be wondered at when we read in the preface:-" To have tried lo merely substitute an English word for a Scotch one would have been abortive. I have, therefore, used a free lance, and changed the rhyme, and occasionally the sense, to suit the exigency. The rhyme will often be found imperfect, but the Bard's delinquency in that respect is, perhaps, a trifle worse than my own." When a translator makes a confe>sion of this kind, it almost amounts to a disqualification for the task he has undertaken, not to speak of the uncon~cious revelation of self-conceit contained in his allusion to the imperfect rhyme-a gratuitous rubbing against the hair which might very well have been avoided. He says, further:-" It is well nigh impossible to translate the songs, even were it desirable ; I have, therefore, only attempted to change a few of tbem." That he has not managed to surmount the "impossible" is quite evident in "John Anderson, my jo," with the first stanza of which he takes the following liberties :-

"John Anderson, my jo, John, 
When we were newly wed, 

Your hair was like the raven, 
Your cheeks were round and red." 

Nor can any one approve of the emendation on "There Was a Lad," which makes 
. . • " a streak of wintrr, sun 
Glance kindly in on Robin, ' 

instead of the time-honoured "blast o' Janwar win'," which was surely a more appropriate "hansel" to the unfortunate prodigy whose life had in it more of storm than sunshine. Luckily, Mr. Corbett only takes seven of the songs in hand, if we except the interludes of the "Jolly Beggars," in one of which he very funnily "Whistles the remainder," instead of" O'er the lave o't." In the poems selected, the "impossibility," as well as the insufficiency of Mr. Corbett's methods are quite as painfully apparent. 
H 
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Why, for instance, should such a stanza as this be interpolated in "To a 

Mouse," when the minimum of brain-cudgelling could easily have preserved 

the original setting ? 

" Thy fragile house I set my plough in, 
The angry wind has left in ruin, 
No stuff you'll find to build a new one

There's nothing green; 
No place now left to bill and coo in, 

In winter keen." 

This is not translation; it is burlesque. It is this tendency to prefer his 

own "stuff" to Burns's which provokes the reader. Where is the English

speaking man or woman who cannot understand this? 

Thy wee bit dwelling, too, in ruin, 
Its silly walls the winds are strewing, 

And nothing now to build a new one, 
Of foggage green; 

And bleak December winds ensuing, 
Both snell and keen. · 

In the same category must be placed the description of the spectre in 

" Death and Dr. Horn book." 

" Its height was far beyond the human, 

Its sex seemed neither man nor woman, 
It had no atom of abdomen; 

As for its legs, 
They looked Ps they'd be fine for roamin' 

O'er hills and crags." 

If the difficulty was greater here there ought to have been more effort, or 

the task abandoned. A translator must also be well up in his text. That 

"twa guid gimmer-pets" are animals unknown in Boston is apparent from 

the translation-
" His only son with Hornbook plots 

To breed disaster; 
By gift, of two small cottage lots 

He's now the master." 

What, again, is the necessity for such a travesty as

" I pant less, and want less, 
Their cheerless, big fireside," 

which is absolute nonsense? We might go on to any length making 

selections of a similar character, for scarce a page is free from them. That 

there is but a single step from the sublime to the ridiculous is signally 

exemplified in the rendering of "Tam o' Shanter," where we encounter 

such lines as-

" They cast their clothes, the naughty flirts, 

And lilted at it in their shirts." 

" But withered hags, sly and insidious, 
U nhanged old beldams, swarth and hideous, 

Capering and floundering o'er a broomstick, 

I wonder did not make thee homesick." 

" 'Well done, cutty sark,' he bellowed, 

Thick darkness closed the scene unhallowed." 

We have, perhaps, said enough to indicate the character of the work. It is 

only fair to add that in the instances where the original more easily lends 

itself to translation, the result is very creditable. Mr. Corbett's petform-
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ance, however, only deepens the impression th3t to clothe Burns's Doric verse in any other than its native garb is to spoil it altogether. The volume is worth perusal, if for no other purpose than to tickle the risible faculties of those who know their Scots so well that they can appreciate the inadequacy of the English tongue to cope with the Doric in terseness, tenderness, and liquid melodiousness. 

H IS T 0 R Y 0 F GLEN BE RV I E, 
BY 

G. H. K!.'INEAR, DRU~!LITH!E. 
MONTROSE: PRINTED AT THE "STANDARD" OFFICE. 

The inspiring motive of this volume, as Mr. Kinnear states in his preface, was the near approach of the centenary anniversary of the death of Burns, which appeared to him an opportune time to give some account of the past and present history of the parish from which sprung the family rendered world-famous by the genius of the great Bard. The result is a volume of 134 pp. of most readable and valuable matter bearing upon the topography, history, and traditions of Glenbervie, and accomplishing, in the most satisfactory manner, work which we have always considered ought, at the close of the century, to be undertaken for every parish in Scotlancl by way of extending and bringing up to date the invaluable statistical volumes of Sir John Sinclair. For Burns men the interest of Mr. Kinnear's book centres in the chapter devoted to the progenitors of the Poet, which in the preface is stated "to have been revised and in great part re-written by Mr. Edward Pinnington, from a series of copyrighted articles published by him some time ago in the Glasgow Evenin,I{ News and Montrose Standard, under the title of "Burns in the North." Mr. Pinnington is also well known in Burns circles as the writer of the excellent article on it:he portraits of Burns, which recently appeared in the A7·t Journal. In the ,present issue of The Chronicle, Mr. Kinnear has condensed the chapter ·referred to in the article which appears under the heading "Glenbervie : 'The Fatherland of Burns," which, of course, renders detailed reference to it on our part redundant and unnecessary. In the published volume, however, the information is more minute, and is accompanied by a woodcut of •the restored headstones of the Burnes family in Glenbervie churchyard. Apart from its Burnsiana, we cordially recommend Mr. Kinnear's contribution to the parochial history of Scotland as one of the most careful and ·well-arranged volumes of the kind which have fallen under our observation. 

ROBERT BURNS AND DUMFRIES, 1796-1896. Compiled by PHILIP SULLEY, Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and Hon. Secy. of the Dumfries Centenary Celebration, 1896. DumfriesTHO~IAS HUNTER & Co., Standard Office. 
'THIS is a mPmento of the great demonstration which took place at Dumfries on 25th July, 1896, but Mr. Sulley has not confined himself to the details -0f that event, which were folly given in the last issue of the Chronicle. He gives most interesting and valuable information on "The Funeral of Burns," "The Widow of Burns," "The Mausoleum," "The Dumfries Burns Club," "The Centenary of 1859,'' and "The Dumfries Statue," in the treatment of which he lays the local press under contribution, as well as the minutes .of the Mausoleum Committee and those of the Bums Club. The result is a mass of original matter, the bulk of which is nowhere else available in printed form. In the "Appendices" he preserves a list of the chairmen of the local Club from 1820, and also the playbill for the Mausoleum benefit nights. It will thus be seen that Mr. Sulley's book is a Ion~ way superior 
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to the usual type of the printed memorials of a local event. We notice a few 

slips, such as Gilbert'sprst appointment as factor in East-Lothian, which 

he owed to the Dunlop family, and not to the Blantyres. It is also 

inadvertently stated that "the portrait in Jean's possession," and now in 

the National Gallery, Edinburgh, is by Raeburn, instead of Nasmytk. 

There is, as yet, no published proof that Raeburn ever painted a portrait 

of the Poet, or even executed a copy. The book is neatly bound in 

imitation of the first Kilmarnock edition, and is good value for the money. 

BURNS, EXCISE OFFICER AND POET. 

By JOHN SINTON, Supervisor of Inland Revenue, Carlisle. 

GLASGOW AND EDINBURGH: J. MENZIES & Co. LONDON: SIMPKIN, 

MARSHALL, HAMILTON, KENT & Co. (Fourth Edition). 

MR. SINTON apparently never wearies in his labour of love. The task he 

set before him in his first essay, which took the modest form of a pamphlet, 

was the vindication of the Bard from the aspersions cast upon his character 

as an exciseman, and each succeeding edition has witnessed the gradual 

accumulation of a mass of evidence which completely exonerates the Poet 

from the charges his traducers have brought against him. The embellish

ment of the work has kept pace with its utility, this, the "Jubilee Edition," 

containing no fewer than seventeen well-executed illustrations and three 

fac-similes. That it has gone through so many editions in so short a space

of time is the best proof of its qualities. Those who are not in possession of 

a copy should lose no time in procuring one. 

THE BURNS CENTENARY IN THE POORHOUSE. 

KIRKINTILLOCH: J. T. S.\l!TH & Co. 

THIS is a daintily got-up booklet to emanate from such an unpromising

place as a poorhouse. It contains a poem in praise of Robin in five short 

cantos, written in the broadest Doric, in which the subject is brought quite 

up to date, and, as some may think, a little beyond it. The following may 

be taken as a specimen of the originality and freedom of treatment which 

run through the whole. Contemplating Burns in the " Land o' the Leal,"' 

the poet says:-
" I can see him, fine I see him 

(Wi' Imagination's e'e) 
Keeping douce celestial cronies 

Captivated wi' his glee ; 
Ay, wi's wut and fun auld-farrant, 

Wilin' saunts to quat their sate, 
And ram-stam Apostle Peter 

To mislippen Heaven's gate. 
Noo he ca's on Jean and Mary 

For a sang o' aulden times, 
And the lilt o' 'Gala Water' 

Gangs like ane o' Zion's himes ; 
Syne he's thanking Bruce and Wallace 

Hoo they dang the Southron lot, 
Noo, he's takin' sneesh wi' Shakespere 

Frae the mull o' Watty Scott; 
Noo he's quizzin' Eve and Aidam 

On their apple and their Fall, 
Syne he's bet in argy-bargy 

Wi' the great Apostle Paul ; 
Noo he's crackin' wi' King Dauvit, 

And comparin' sangs i' faith; 
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And maybe some mortal failin's 
That they kenn'd atween them baith; 

Noo divertm' wi' the lasses, 
Noo aff-takin' wi' the Deil ; 

Haith, he's jist the same auld Rabbie 
In the Land o' the Leal." 

From which lively sketch of a celestial " free-and-easy" it would appear 
there is not so much difference between Heaven and Earth as some people 
imagine. Peter must have been verx remiss indeed when the Devil slipped 
in with a fresh supply of "sneeshin' 'to "Watty," but perhaps the scene is 
laid in Purgatory, where more license is allowable. The author, however, 
is independent of criticism. 

" I'm sae prood o't-truth to tell
That I couldna wait for creetics, 

But jist praised it up mysel'." 
He tells us plainly that he is the "heirlin" of Burns's lyre, and the 
possessor of "the harp he haunle't." And yet there is a commendable 
modesty in the lines in which he naively sums himself up in this wise:-

" Shakespere kens a' human natur'; 
Scott a bonnie tale can tell; 

Byron's gran' wi' wut and passion, 
And I'm whiles gey guid mysel'." 

Like all the singing fraternity, the author is poor, but the poverty of the 
jpoorhouse surely surpasseth that of Homer. He is evidently a rhyming 
Burns enthusiast fallen upon evil times, who deserves recognition at the 
bands of the Cult, before "it's far owre late, atweel," as he himself 
apostrophises in the fourth canto. If the local club would take the matter 
illp, something might be done in the way of encouragement. 

BURNS'S CLARINDA. 

Brief Papers concerning the Poet's Renowned Correspondent. Compiled 
from various sources by JOHN D. Ross, LL.D. 

NEW YORK: THE RAEBURN BOOK Cm!PANY. 

SINCE Dr. Currie, in one of his letters, dubbed her "that jade, Clarinda," 
explorers in the Burns field have thrown the clearest of lights on the nature 
of the connection that existed between Mrs. M'Lehose and Burns. The 
most valuable of these is the memoir by her grandson, which Dr. Ross has 
rightly chosen for the place of honour in his volume. Though there is 
nothing positively new in the rest of the papers selected, there is gr~at 
advantage in having all the available information presented in collected 
form for purposes of comparison and correction. To have the opinions of 
such capable Burns men as Professor Blackie, Principal Shairp, Ilately 
Waddell, Alexander Smith, and Dr. Adams, set down side by side, as in 
the handy volume before us, is something more than a mere convenience. 
The monographs on Burns celebrities already issued by the author, and of 
which the present is a continuation, supply a felt want, for the satisfying 
of which Dr. Ross deserves the thanks of every Burns student. His 
"Clarinda" is as well got up in typography and bindinl!' as the previous 
volumes, and the price is not the l~ast of its recommendations. We 
commend it to the notice of all students and collectors. 

BURNSIANA. Compiled by JOHN D. Ross, LL.D. 
PAISLEY: ALEXANDER GARD~ER. 

Tms "Collection of Literary Odds and Ends Relating to Robert Burns" 
has now reached the sixth volume, and still retains the excellence which 
characterised the earlier issues. The contents are as diversified and inter-
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esting as ever, and include not only clippings from contemporary literature, 
but reproductions of not a few valuable notes from the rich, but compara
tively inaccessible mine of the newspaper files. On a former occasion we 
gave it as our opinion that carefully selected extracts from these two sources 
opened up an inexhaustible and promising field for such a compilation, to 
which it could very well afford to confine itself exclusively. The present 
volume confirms that opinion. There is no comparison, in point of value, 
between the original contributions and those of the nature we have alluded 
to. All interested in Burns literature should have the full set upon their 
shelves. The typography is in Mr. Gardner's usual excellent style. 

BONNIE JEAN~-A COLLECTION OF PAPERS AND PoE,IS RELATING 
TO THE WIFE OF 

ROBERT BURNS. 

Compiled by Jmrn D. Ross, LL.D. 

NEW YORK: THE RAEBURN BOOK CO:\!i'ANY. 
TusT as we are going to press, a copy of this book has reached us, the 
contents of which are so aptly described in the title as to require little 
further con1ment from us. It is the complement of what the author has 
already done for Highland Mary and Clarinda, to both of which it forms a 
companion volume. Jn bringing together and focussing in handy form aU 
the authentic information we possess regarding Burns's heroines, Dr. Ross 
has done good work, for which he deserves the thanks of every one 
interested in the life and works of the Poet. The amount of labour saved 
to the student by having these volumes at hand is simply incalculable; they 
are besides eminently readable and interesting, in addition to their value as 
works of reference. The biographers of the Poet have all been laid under 
contribution in the present instance, as well as more recent e>.plorers, the 
result being a perfect mine of information regarding Jean Armour presented 
in most convenient and compact form. The book is nicely bound in cloth, 
and is offered at a very moderate figure. 

JOHN TAMSON'S BAIRNS, AND OTHER POEMS. 
BY 

TH0'1AS DUNLOP. 

EDINBURGH: ANDREW ELLIOT. 

By the publication of this volume, Mr. Dunlop has given ample C\'idence 
that he is possessed of a poetic genius of no mean order. The host of 
minor poets who ever and anon appeal for recognition at the hands of a 
discerning public are apt to engender feelings of impatience and surfeit in the 
minds of those whose melancholy duty it is to scan the interminable page;, 
in search of merit. Mr. Dunlop is not, however, to be classed among the 
obscure and unknown. The principal poem in the volume has, if we 
mistake not, appeared in printed form before, and the "Centenary of Life, 
not Death "-a poem in praise of Burns-we thought so much of that 
we gave it a prominent place in last year's issue of the Chronicle. No 
similar composition which the great event of 1896 called forth can com
pare with it, and we question if anything better in its way has appeared 
within the century. "Robin Redivivus," an interview with the shade of 
Burns, is a clever piece of Doric ve1 sification, and so also is the "Twa
handed Crack" between Tam o' Shanter and Souter Johnnie, the subject of 
conversation being the latter-day criticism of the Poet and his failings. 
These three pieces complete the list of Burnsiana in the volume, but they 
by no means represent in full the poetic gifts of the author. The lyric, 
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entitled "A Sair Heart," is full of pathos and tender feeling, and nearly 
every one of the shorter religious pieces merits a place in the Hymnal of 
any Church. As a specimen of the author's style and imaginative powers. 
we give two stanzas of the "Sair Heart":-

" Ae brown leaf quivers on the tree, 
The wee bird sits and blinks at me, 

Sae woefully, sae wearily;
The leaf is fa' en, the bird is gane, 
The gloomy mirk and me alane, 

Sae dolefully, sae drearily. 

The leaf lies doon on Nature's breast, 
The wee bird in i•s sheltering nest, 

Not woefully, nor wearily;-
Oh, heart of mine ! there's welcome there,
Gang home to God, and mourn nae mair 

Sae dolefully, sae drearily." 

We heartily commend Mr. Dunlop's poems to all of refined tastes~ and 
feelings, whether Burns worshippers or not. 
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OF THE 
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PART !.-EDITIONS OF THE WRITINGS OF BVRNS. 

THE I POETICAL WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS; I 
with I a Memoir of the Author's Life, I and I a Glossary. I London: I Published by the Booksellers. I WILLI.DI 
MILNER, Halifax. I 1838. I [18mo.] 

THE I LIFE AND WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS I 
Edited by Robert Chambers I Revised by I William 
Wallace I In four volumes I W. & R. CHAl\IBERS, LrnrTED I Edinburgh and London J 1896-97. 

"During his life-time, Dr. Chambers accumulated much biographical 
and other material which, for reasons that the lapse of ti.me has deprived 
of force, he was unable fully to utilise. The last forty yearo have also 
witnessed an extraordinary production of literature relating to the life and 
works of Burns; as a consequence, several poems and letters of the Poet 
have been discovered and published. . . Under these circumstances, it 
has become desirable to issue a new and revised edition of Dr. Chambers's 
work, without departing in any important degree from its original plan." -
The work. in consequence, is much larger than the original Chambers 
Burns. Fresh information is gfren regarding several periods of Burns's 
life, including his brief time at Irvine, the Highland Mary incident, and 
the liaison with Anne Park. Among the letters here included for the first 
time in any tdition of the Poet's Works are several contributed to two 
metropolitan newspapers, with which Burns engaged in controversy as to 
the authorship of some lines which had been foil'ted upon him. Some new 
information is also given as to Burns's connection with Peter Stuart of 
The London Star. 

The work is illustrated by pictures by Messrs. C. Martin Hardie, 
W. D. M'Kay, R. B. Nisbet, G. Pirie, and G. Ogilvy Reid. 

THE POETRY OF I ROBERT BURNS I Edited by I 
William Ernest Henley I and I Thomas F. Henderson 

I 
Edinburgh. I T. C. and E. C. Jack I Causewayside 
1896-97. 

V. 1.-Poems published at Kilmarnock 1787:1793. 
V. 2.-Posthumous Pieces. 
V. 3.-Songs: Johnson's Musical Museum 1787:1803; Thomson's 

::icottish Airs 1793:1818. 
V. 4.-Songs: Unauthorised Poems: Glossary: Indexes: with an 

Essay on the Lif<r, Genius and Achievement of Burns by 
W. E. Henley. 

" It is not forgotten that much has been foisted upon Burns which he 
<lid not write: nor that much which he wrote but did not approve-much, 
at all events, from which he withheld the sanction of print-has been 
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included in bis published achievement in the course of years. And with a 
view to sundering, in so far as may be, the chaff from the grain, the editor's 
aims have been (1) to present a classic text; (2) to give the history and 
local setting of each piece, together with an explanation of chief allusions ; 
(3) to compile a glossary that should enable the Southron reader to under
stand Burns (this glossary, for the sake of convenience, being made 
marginal); (4) to define and determine the relations of Bums to the past. 
All accessible manuscripts, and probable sources of information have been 
searched, so as to make this the standard edition for years to come." 

Several etchings by William Hole, R.S.A., illustrate the work. 

PEOPLE'S EDITION I OF THE I .POETICAL WORKS I 
of I Robert Burns I in chronological order of publication, 
I as arranged and annotated by the late I W. • Scott 

Douglas. I Revised, corrected, and condensed I by I D. 
M'Naught, Kilmaurs. I Edinburgh and Glasgow: I John 
Menzies & Co. I Kilmarnock: D. BROWN & Co., I 
Successors to James M'Kie.) I 1896. [12mo.J 

ROBERT I BURNS I POEMS AND I SONGS 
COMPLETE. I [In three volumes J Published by I 
JAMES THIN I Edinburgh. 1896. [ l2mo.J 

Reprint of Scott Douglas edition, originally issued by Paterson of 
Edinburgh, with twelve photogravures after drawings by Marshall Brown. 

ROBERT I BURNS I A SUMMARY OF HIS I CAREER 
AND GENIUS I By the late I John Nichol, M.A., LL.D. 
I Published by I JAMES THIN I Edinburgh. 1896. 

[12mo.] 
The cover of this shows it to be intended as a supplementary volume 

to the above mentioned 3 vol. edition. 

THE I COMPLETE WORKS I AND I CORRESPON
DENCE I OF I ROBERT BURNS I Edited, with notes, 
by [ William Motherwell I and I James Hogg I In four 
volumes I Glasgow: THOMAS D. MORISON [1895] 
[ 12mo.J 

Reissue, without correction or addition, of the Fullarton (1834-1836) 
edition. Fifth volume, which contained Hogg's Life of Burns, is dropped, 
and a Life of 13 pp. substituted at front of volume one. Illustrations, 
including portraits, also are omitted. 

THE I POETICAL WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS I 
with brief memoir I complete index I combining titles I 
and first lines I glossary I Illustrations by I Faed, Harvey 
I Erskine Nicol I Archer, Burr I Macculloch. j Glasgow 
I DAVID BRYCE & SoN [ MDcccxcv1. [8vo.J 

SELECTED SONGS ! OF I BURNS. I Arranged I with 
symphonies and accompaniments I for the I pianoforte. I 
Glasgow: I MozART ALLAN, 70 South Portland Street. I 
[1896.J [4to.J 
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LIEDER UND BALLADEN I VON I ROBERT BURNS. 
I Nebst einer Auswahl der Gedichte. J Herausgegeben I 

von J Wilhelmine Prinzhorn. J Halle a.d. S. J DRUCK UND 
VERLAG VON OTTO HENDEL. I [1896.J [12mo.] 

COMPLETE EDITION. I THE I POETICAL WORKS I 
OF I ROBERT BURNS I with notes, glossary, index of 
first lines I and chronological list I Edited by J J. Logie 
Robertson, M.A. J London : HENRY FROWDE I Oxford 
University Press Warehouse, Amen Corner, E.C. I New 
York: 91 and 93 Fifth Avenue I 1896 [12mo.J 

IN MEMORY I OF I ROBERT BURNS I Selected Poems 
and Songs I with an Introduction by I Richard Le 
Gallienne. I London I MARCUS WARD & Co., LIMITED I 
1896 [12mo.J 

THE OXFORD MINIATURE EDITION. I COMPLETE 
I POETICAL WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS I 

with notes, glossary, index of first lines I and chronological 
list I Edited by I J. Logie Robertson, M.A. I London.· 
HENRY FROWDE I OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WARE
HOUSE I AMEN CORNER, E.C. I JVew York: 9I and 93 
Fifth Avenue I 1896. L32mo.J 

V. r.-4 Poems, Epistles, etc. 
V. 2.-Poems, Epistles, Songs and Ballads. 
V. 3.-Songs and Ballads, Addenda 

THE I POEMS AND SONGS I OF J ROBERT BURNS I 
Edited I with introduction notes and glossary by J Andrew 
Lang J Assisted by W. A. Craigie I ... METHUEN & 
Co. I 36 Essex Street, W.C. J London J 1896. [8vo.J 

THE I POETICAL WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS, I 
with I a memoir of the author's life I and I a glossary. J 

London I MILNER AND COMPANY, LIMITED, I PATER-
NOSTER Row. I [ l 896] [ l 8mo.] 

THE I POETICAL WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS I 
Edited by J John Fawside J With a Frontispiece by I 
Alexander Nasmyth J London J Buss, SANDS AND FOSTER 
MDCCCXCVI [8vo.] 

-POETICAL WORKS J OF J ROBERT BURNS; J with J 

memoir, prefatory notes, I and I a complete marginal 
glossary. I Edited by J John & Angus Macpherson. I 
With portrait and illustrations. I London: HAMILTON, 
ADAMS & Co. I Edinburgh: JOHN GRANT. I And sold 
by all booksellers. I [ r 896. l [ 1 2mo. J 



123" 

ROBERT BURNS' I POETICAL WORKS I National 
Edition I With I Glossary, Notes, Memoir, etc. I London 
I FREDERICK WARNE AND Co. I and .New York I l 896. 

[ l zmo.] 

ROUTLEDGE'S CENTENARY EDITION I OF THE I 
POETICAL WORKS I OF I ROBERT BURNS I 
Edited, with introductory biography / and notes, by 
I Charles Kent / London I GEORGE ROUTLEDGE AND 

SoNs, LnnTED / BROADWAY, LUDGATE HILL / Manchester 
and .New York I l 896. [ r zmo.] 

SELECTED POEMS I OF I ROBERT BURNS I with an 
introduction by I Andrew Lang I London I KEGAN PAUL, 
TRENCH, TRUBNER & Co., LTD. I :\rncccxcvI L 12mo.] 

THE I SONGS OF BURNS I with symphonies and accom
paniments I by I John Kenyon Lees I and I Introduction 
and historical notes I by I H. C. Shelley I London I 
BAYLEY & FERGUSON 14 Paternoster Row I Glasgow 
54 Queen Street l l 896.] [ sm. fo. l 

THE POETICAL I WORKS OF I ROBERT BURNS I 
Lo11do11 I Buss I SANDS & Co I xn. I BuRL- I EIGH ST. I 
STRAND I w.c. I [8vo.J [ 1897.J 

" The A polio Poets." 

SELECT POEMS I OF I ROBERT BURNS [ arranged in 
chronological order I with J introduction notes and a 
glossary I by I Andrew J. George, M.A. I London I 
faBISTER & COMPANY LIMITED I JS & 16 TAYISTOCK 
STREET COVENT GARDEN I 1897 [12mo.J 

PART 

LEISURE HOURS. 
Louisn"/le, Kj'. 
[12mo.J 

II.-BURNSIANA. 

By JAMES R. M'CONOCHIE, M.D. 
PRENTICE AND WEISSINGER. 1846. 

Pp. 131-156: "Recollection' of Rohert Burns." 

THE HOME OF BURNS' ANCESTORS. By IYILLIAM 
"'ILL. 

Afierdem: Wn.LIAM SMITH, The Eon-Accord Press, Diamond 
Street, 1896. [pp. 20.] [121110.] 

Reprint of article contributed to Bon-Accord, 23rd January, 1896. 
Illustrated. 
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BURNS CENTENARY, 21sT JULY, 1896. Great Demon
strat10n at Dumfries (with illustrations) Speeches by Lord 
Rosebery at Dumfries and Glasgow. 

Reprinted from Dumfries and Galloway Standard. Dumjries. 1896. 
[8vo.] 

Edited by Thomas Watson. 

BURNS IN DUMFRIESSHIRE : A Sketch of the last 
eight years of the Poet's Life. By WILLIAM M'DowALL. 

Dumfries: J. MAXWELL & SON. [121110.] [1896.] 3rd ed. 

ROBERT BURNS AND DUMFRIES, li96-1896. 
Compiled by PHILIP SULLEY. 

Dumfries: Printed by THOS. HUNTER & Co., "Standard" 
Office. 1896. [8vo.] 

DUNDEE WEEKLY NEWS. Burns Centenary Supple
ment. Dundee, February 22nd, 1896. [sm. fo.] 

Dundee: W. & D. C. THmrsoN. Pp. 16. 

PEOPLE'S FRIEND. Burns Centenary Supplement. 
Gratis with People's Friend, March 16. [ 1896.J 
[Dundee.] [sm. fo.] Pp. 12. 

BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE. Nq. 969. July, 1896. [8vo.J 
Edinbm;~h: WILLIA)! BLACKWOOD & SONS. 

Pp. 1-4: "Robin Redivivus" [: a poem]. By Hami-,h Hendry. 

ROBERT BURNS. By GABRIEL SETOUN [Thomas N. 
Hepburn J Famous Scots Series. 

Published by OLIPHANT, ANDERSO~ & FERRIER, Edinburglz 
and London. [1896] [12mo.] 

ROBERT BURNS CENTENARY ILLUSTRATED 
MEMORIAL. 

Edinburgh: W. H. WHITE & Co., LTD. [1896.] [med. 8vo.] 
Pp. 30. 

ROBERT BURNS. Two Addresses, delivered at Dumfries 
and Glasgow on the Centenary of the Poet's Death, 
21st July, 1896, by Lord Rosebery. 

Edinburgh: DA YID DO UGI.AS, IO CASTLE STREET. 1896. 
[8vo.] Pp. 34. 
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BURNS AT GALSTON AND ECCLEFECHAN. By 
JoHN MUIR, F.S.A., Scot. 

Glasgow: Printed and Published by the Author. 1896. [8vo.J 
Pp. 36. 

BURNS AT GALSTON AND ECCLEFECHAN. By 
JOHN MuIR, S.F.A., Scot. 

Glase-ow: Printed and Published by the Author. 1896. [8,·o.] 
Pp. 36. [2nd edition.] 

BURNS' HIGHLAND MARY: A ROMANCE. 

Glasgow: Printed by JA)IES PAUL, 90 MITCIU:LL STREET. 
MDCCCXCVI. [sm. 4to.] Pp. 20. 

BURNS CENTENARY SOUVENIR. 

Published by JA)IES MACADAM, • • . 49 JA)IA!CA STREET, 
Glasgow. [1896.) [18mo.] Pp. 15. 

[T~e Centenary Oration of Lord Ro3ebery at Dumfries, 21st July, 1896.J 

Issued as an advertisement. 

CATALOGUE OF THE BURNS EXHIBITION. 
Galleries of The · Royal Glasgow Institute of the Fine 
Arts, 1 7 5 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 

Glasgow: WILLIAM HODGE & Co., 26 BOTHWELL STREET. 
I 896. [8vo.] 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS---ROBERT BURNS_ 
Speeches delivered at Dumfries and Glasgow by Lord 
Rosebery, 21st July, 1896. 

Glasgow: WILLIAM LOVE, 219 AR<;YLE STREET. [8vo., pp. 21.) 

THE GUIDE (Glasgow), September, 1896, No. 201. [4to.] 

Pp. 177-78. Burns, notes on a Lecture by Ian Maclaren. [Rev. John 
Watson.] 

IN MEMORIAM. GEORGE R. MATHER, M.D. 

Published by R. ROBERTSON, 304 DUKE STREET, DENNISTOUN,_ 
Glasgow. 1896. [12mo.] 

Pp. 50-66 : "The Genius and Character of Burns." (Address,. 

delivered before the Dennistoun Burns Club, 25th January, 1892.) 

ROBERT BURNS IN OTHER TONGUES. A Critical 
Review of the Translations of the Songs and Poems of 
Robert Burns. By WILLIAM JACKS. 

Glasgow: JAMES MAcLEHOSE & SONS. 1896. [8vo.) 
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ROBERT BURNS: SCOTLAND'S NATIONAL POET. 
By HENRY c. SHELLEY. 

Glasgow: BAYLEY & FERc;usoN, 54 Queen Street. London: 
14 Paternoster Row. I JOHN MENZIES & Co., Edinburgh 
and Glasr:ow. [med. 8vo.] pp. 36. 

ROBERT BURNS: The Closing Years of his Life. An 
Address by Mr. William Wallace, M.A., Delivered 
before the Rosebery Burns Club on 27th January, 1896. 

Glasgozu: Published by JA)!ES ANGUS, Secretary, Rosebery 
Club, 22 Ratho Terrace, Springburn. 1896. [8vo.] Pp. 25. 

THE HERITAGE OF BURNS. By WILLIAM ROBERTSON 
TURNBULL. 

Haddington: WILLIAM SINCLAIR, 63 MARKET STREET. 1896. 
[121110.] 

ANNUAL BURNS CHRONICLE AND CLUB 
DIRECTORY. (Instituted 4th September, 189i.) 
Edited by D. M'Naught, Kilmaurs. No. V. January, 
1896. [8vo.] 

A-ilmarnock: BURNS FEJJERATION. [1896.) 

BURNS CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS. Burns 
Memorial and Cottage Homes at Mauchline. Laying 
of Foundation Stone, 23rd July, 1896. [med. 8vo.J 
pp. 25. 

Reprinted from "Kilmarnock Standard,'' 25th July, 1896, 

BURNS EXCISE OFFICER AND POET. A 
Vindication. Third Edition. BJ JoHN SINTON. 

Kilmarnock: D. BROWN & Co. [1896.] [8vo.] Pp. 53. 

THE BURNS CENTENARY IN THE POORHOUSE. 
Second Edition. 

Kirkintilloch: J. T. SMITH & Co., Union Street. 22nd July, 
1896. [12mo.] Pp. 35. 

THE FREE REVIEW: A Monthly Magazine. Edited 
by G. Astor Singer, M.A. Vol. VI. No. 3. June, 1896. 
[8vo.J 

London: £WAN, SONNENSCHEIN & Co. [1896.] 
Pp. 225-38: "Robert Burns and the Church." Signed "Scotus." 

THE FREE REVIEW (London), December, 1896. Vol. 7 
No. 3. [8vo.] 

Pn. 225-245: "Stevenson on Burns." By John M. Robe1tsoo. 
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GEMS FROM BURNS. Selections from the poems, 
letters, lyrics and ballads of Robert Burns, by GoRDOX 
GARRETT. 

London: HENRY J. DRANE, CHAIST & Co. [1896.] [18mo.] 

IN THE LAND OF BURNS. Select illustrations of the 
life and writings of the Scottish Poet. From paintings by 
D. 0. Hill, R.S.A. 

BLACKIE & SoN, LIMITED: London, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and 
Dublin. 1896. [obl. fo.] 

Reissue of plates which illustrated the "Land o[ Burns," issued n 

r840. 

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. No. 228. February, 
1896. [8vo.] 

London: SAMPSON, Low, MARSTON, & Co., LTD. 

Pp. 181.4: "Robert Burns" [:a poem.] By Algernon Chailes 
Swinburne. 

A PRIMER OF BURNS. By WILLIAM A. CRAIGIE, B.A. 

METHUEN & Co., 36 Essex Street, W.C. London: 1896. [12mo.] 

" To supply the reader o[ Burns with such facts concerning his life and 

works, as are most necessary for the understanding of his poetry. "-Extract 

from " Preface." 

THE YOUNG MAN: a Monthly Journal and Review. 
July, 1896. [la. 8vo.] 

London: HORACE MARSHALL & SON. 

Pp. 237-240: "Robert Burns." By \V. J. Dawson. 

ROBERT BURNS, AN ODE ON THE CENTENARY 
OF HIS DEATH, 1796-1896. By HUNTER MAC-

CULLOCH. 
Brooklyn, New York: THE ROSE AND THISTLE PUBLISHING Co.' 

430 Van Buren Street. I 896. [post 8vo.] 

BURNSIANA: A COLLECTION OF LITERARY 
ODDS AND ENDS RELATING TO ROBERT 
BURNS. Compiled by JOHN D. Ross. Vol. 

VI. [fcap. 4to.J 
Paisley: ALEXANDER GARDNER. 1896. 

RANDOM SKETCHES ON SCOTTISH SUBJECTS, 
by JOHN D. Ross. 

Paisley: ALEXANDER GAkDNER. 1896. [sm, 4to.] 

Pp. 58-65 : "The Mother of Robert Burns"; pp. 78-91. "Henry 

Mackenzie." 
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ROBERT BURNS: AN ADDRESS UPON THE POR
TRAITURE OF THE POET, delivered in the Royal 
Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts, 29th September, 
1896, by Edward Barrington Nash, Founder, "Burns 
Portrait Society," Andrew J. Kirkpatrick, Esq., in the 
chair. 

Paisley: ALEXANDER GARDNER, Publisher to Her Majesty the 
Queen. 1896. [•m. 4to.] Pp. 36. 

THE STORY OF BURNS AND HIGHLAND MARY, 
by ARCHIBALD MUNRO, M.A. 

ALEXAl\DER GARDNER, Paisley. 1896. [8vo.] 

GEDENKREDE AUF ROBERT BURNS. Gehalten in 
der Feierlichen Sitzung der Kaiserlichen Akademic der 
Wissenchaften am 3 Juni 1896 von Jakob Schipper. 
Wien. 1896. [8vo.] Pp. 59. 

BURNS, PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE, being the address 
delivered at the annual dinner of the Ninety Burns Club, 
Edinburgh, on 25th January, 1897, by William Wallace, 
M.A. 

Edinburgh: JAMES THIN, Publibher to the University. 1897. 
[12mo.] Pp. 16. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AFTER. BURNS under the light 
of the higher criticism. 

Edinburgh: R. W. HUNTER, 19 George IV. Bridge, and at all 
Booksellers. [1897.] [8vo.] Pp. 15. 

BURNS AND HIS TIMES as gathered from his poems, by 
J. 0. MITCHELL, LL.D. 

"Thy manners-painting strains." 

Glasgow: JAMES MACLEHOSE AND SoNs, Publishers to the 
University. 1897. [8vo.] 

ANNUAL BURNS CHRONICLE AND CLUB DIREC
TORY. (Instituted 4th September, 1891.) Edited by 
D. M'Naught, Kilmaurs. No. VI. January, 1897. [8vo.] 

Kilmarnock: BURNS FEDERATION. [1897.] 

THE ART JOURNAL. No. 710. August, 1897. 
J. S. VIRTUE & Co., L'rn., London. 

Pp. 238-42: "Statues of Robert Burm." By Ed. Pinnington. 
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THE OSBORNE MAGAZINE. Vol. 1, No. 4. February, 
1897. [la Svo.] 

S. V.'. PARTRIDGE & Co., London: 1897. 

"An unknown portrait of Robert Burns." By R. A. Dakers. 

Description of portrait which originally belonged to Burns's mother, 
now in the possession of Mr. P. B. Swinton, Holynbank, East Lothian., 

THE IMMORTAL MEMORY OF ROBERT 
BURNS. By SIR WILLIAM H. BAILEY. [obl. r8mo.] 
Pp. 12. 

Burns' Celebration Dinner, Manchester and Salford Caledonian. 
Association, January 25th, 1897. 

Reprinted from Manchester Guardian. 
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.lfOTTO-"A JfAN'S A ,}fAN FOR A' THAT." 

INSTITUTED 1885. 

Hon. Presiaent-The Right Hon. The EARL m- RosEBERY, K.G., K. T. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

President-PETER STURROCK, Esq., of Baltersan, Kilmarnock. 

Vt"ce-President-Rev. WILLIAM DuNNETT, M.A., Kilmarnock. 

Honorary Secretary-Captain DAVID SNEDDON, Kilmarnock. 

Honorary Treasurer-JOSEPH BROCKIE, Royal Bank, Kilmarnock:. 

Editor, "Annual Burns Chronicle"-D. M'NAUGHT, Esq., J.P., Kilmaurs. 

Members (Kilmarnock)-Provost MACKAY; JOHN BAIRD, J.P., London 
Road; GEORGE DUNLOP, Standard Office; J.B. WILSON, J.P., London 
Road; JOHN NEWLANDS, Portland Street; THOMAS AMOS, M.A., 
The Academy; DAVID MURRAY, M.A., B.Sc.; JOHN KERR, B.L., 
John Finnie Street. (Glasgow)-Dr. WILLIAM FINDLAY, 19 Wester
craigs, Dennistoun; JAMES ADAMS, M.D., F.F.P.S.G., IO Queen's 
Crescent; WILLIAM MARTIN, II6 St. Vincent Street; ''VILLIAM 
WALLACE, Herald Office; Dr. A. PATTERSON, 22 India Street; 
ANDREW GIBSON, 14 Cliftonville Avenue, Belfast; Dr. HUNTER 
SELKIRK, Dalevale, Carluke. 

OBJECTS OF THE FEDERATION. 

I. To strengthen and consolidate the bond of fellowship presently existing 
amongst the members of Bums Clubs, and kindred societies, by 
universal affiliation. 

2. To superintend the publication of works relating to Burns. 

3. To acquire a fund for the purchase and preservation of Holograph 
Manuscripts and other Relics connected with the Life and Works of 
the Poet, and for other purposes of a like nature, as the Executive 
Council may determine. 

RULES. 

1. The headquarters of the Federation shall be at Kilmarnock, the town in 
which the Federation was inaugurated and carried to a practical issue, 
and which contains the only properly organised Burns Museum and 
Library in the United Kingdom • 

.2. Properly organised Burns Clubs, St. Andrew's Societies, and Kindred 
Associations, may be admitted to the Federation by application, in 
writing, to the Hon. Secretary, enclosing copy of Constitution and 
Rules . 

.3· Registration Fee, Twenty-one Shillings, on receipt of which the Diploma 
of the Federation shall be issued, after being numbered and signed by 
the President and Hon. Secretary. 
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4. Members of every Burns Club, or Kindred Association, registered by the 
Federation, shall be entitled to receive a pocket Diploma on payment 
of One Shilling. ( These payments are final-not annual,) 

5. The Funds of the Federation shall be vested in the Executive Council 
for the purposes before-mentioned. 

6. The Executive Council shall consist of the President and Vice-Presidents 
of the Federation, the President, Vice-President, and Secretary of each 
Affiliated Club, and other gentlemen of eminence nominated by the 
Executive. 

7. A meeting of the Executive Council shall be held annually, at such place 
as may be agreed upon at the previous Annual Meeting, when reports 
of the year's transactions shall be submitted by the Hon. Secretary and 
Hon. Treasurer. 

BENEFITS. 
I. Registered Clubs are supplied free with copies of newspapers, etc., 

containing accounts of meetings, demonstrations, etc., organised, 
conducted, or attended by the Executive of the Federation, and of 
the Annual Meeting of the Kilmarnock Burns Club-annual exchange 
of fraternal greetings on the Anniversary of the Poet's natal day. 

2. Members of Registered Clubs who have provided themselves with 
Pocket Diplomas are entitled to attend meetings of all the Clubs on 
the Roll of the Federation, they being subject to the rules of the 
Club visited, but having no voice in its management, unless admitted a 
member, according to local form. 

3. Members are entitled to be supplied, through the Secretaries of their 
respective Clubs, with copies of all works published by the Federation, 
at a discount of 33! per cent. 

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE FEDERATION TO BE HAD 
ON APPLICATION TO HON. SECRETARY. 

BURNS HOLOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS, in the Kilmarnock Monument 
Museum, with Notes. Edited by David Sneddon, Hon. Secretary 
Burns Federation. Price, Is 6d. Cloth, with Gilt Title. Kilmarnock: 
D. Brown & Co. 1889. 

BURNS CHRONICLE AND CLUB DIRECTORY. 
VOL. I. Edited by John Muir. Price, Is, 

Kilmarnock: D. Brown & Co. 1892. 
VoL. II. Edited by D. M'Naught. Price, 

covers. Kilmarnock: D. Brown & Co. 
VOL. III. Edited by D. M'Naught. Price, 

covers. Kilmarnock: D. Brown & Co. 
VoL. IV. Edited by D. M'Naught. Price, 

covers. Kilmarnock: D. Brown & Co. 
VoL. V. Edited by D. M'Naught. Price, 

covers. Glasgow: John Horn. 1896. 
VoL. VI. Edited by D. M'Naught. Price, 

covers. Glasgow: John Horn. 1897. 
VOL. VII. Edited by D. M'Naught. Price, 

cJvers. Glasgow: John Horn. 1898. 

Stout paper covet'· 

Is 6d. Stout paper 
I893. 
Is 6d. Stout paper 
I894. 
Is 6d. Stout paper 
I895. 
Is 6d. Stout paper 

Is 6d. Stout paper 

Is 6d. Stout paper 

A few c::ipies of the back vols. may still be had on application to the 
Hon. Secret.uy. Increased prices are charged when vols. are out of print. 



ALPHABETICAL LI ST 

FEDERATED CLUBS. 

No. 40-Aberdeen 
84-Abington 
23-Adelaide 
20-Airdrie 
2-Alexandria 
6-Alloa 

82-Arbroath 
19-Aucklancl 

12-Bar;ow-in-Furness 
64-Beith 
15-Belfast 
30-Blackburn 
95-Bolton 
29-Bolton Juniors 
76-Brechin 

4-Callander 
87-Campsie 
71-Carlisle 
81-Carstairs Junction 
1 I-Chesterfield 
51-Chicago 
93-Clydebank 
79-Corstorphine 
42-Crieff 
66-Crossgates 
45-Cumnock 
86-Cumnock-' 'The Wimome 

Willie" 
62-Cupar 

35-Dalry 
55-Derby 
37-Dollar 
10-Dumbarton 
52-Dumfries " Mechanics" 
14-Dundee 
69-Dunedin 
80-Dunoon (Cowal) 
85-Dunfermline-United 

No. 5-Earlston 
22-Edinburgh 

44-Forfar 

90-Garelochhead 
3-Glasgow-Tam o' Shanter 

7 Thistle 

9 Royalty 
24 Bank 
27 " 

Springburn 

33 " 
Haggis 

34 " 
Carrick 

36 Rosebery 

38 Jolly Beggars. 

39 St. David's 

41 Dennistoun 

43 Northern 

47 St. Rollox 

49 Bridgeton 
61 Glencairn 

63 Mossgiel 

67 Carlton 
68 

" 
Sandy ford 

70 St. Rollox Jolly 
Beggars 

74 Mauchline 
Society 

78 Ardgowan 
83 Co-operative 
88 ,, Caledonian 
59-Gourock-Jolly Beggars 
53-Govan-Fairfield 
21-Greenock 

96-Jedburgh 

92-Kilbowie 
o-Kilmarnock 

97 ,, W ellbeck. 
58-Kirkcaldy 
75-Kirn 
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No. /3-Lenzie 
•18-Li\·erpool 
II-London 

No. 26-Perth 

~-:\fauchline - The Tolly 
Beggars 

8-Morpeth (dormant) · 
56-Muirkirk-Lapraik 
65-Musselburgh 

32-Newark 
u-~ottingham (dormant) 

48-l?aisley 
77-Paisley-Gleniffer 
,72-.Partick 

54-Perth-St. Johnstone 

31-San Francisco 
9 I -Shettleston 
13-St. Andrews 
50--Stirling 
89-Sunderland 
16-Sydney 

57-Thornliebank 

94-Uphall 

46-W arwickshire 
25-Winnipeg 
6o-\Volverhampton 



DIRECTORY 

OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

ON THE 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1898. 

No. o. KILMARNOCK Burns Club (Mother of the Federation). Insti
tuted 18o8. President, John Kerr, B.L., North Brae; Vice
President, Rev. Mr. Craig, B. D., Edgehill Manse; Secretary 
and Treasurer, A. Davidson, 58 Portland Street; Committee, 
David Sneddon, David Mackay, Duncan ::\:l'Naught, George 
Dunlop, Rev. Mr, Cmig, Mathew Smith. 200 members. 

No. l. LONDON Robert Burns Club. Instituted 1868. Federated in 
1885. President, A. Macnaughton, 42 Gutter Lane, E.C. ; 
Vice-President, Dr. Leslie Ogilvie, 46 Welbeck Street, 
Cavendish Square, W.; Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, 
W. C. Daniels, 85 Queen Street, Cheapside, E.C. Past 
Pre>idents, A. G. Soutter, Roseneath, 79 Bethune Road, Stam
ford Hill, N. ; J. Buchanan, 20 Bucklersbury, E.C.; R. 
Macpherson, 337 Gray's Inn Road, W.C.; J. Young, 38 
Hillfield Road, West Hampstead, N.W.; Dr. D. Menzies, 
51 Marylebone Road, W.; P. E. Clunn, 9 Nevern Road, 
South Kensington, S. W. Committee of Management, R. 
Gunn Mackay, D. Duff, James Dickson, W. H. Pitman, R. S. 
Darling, R. W. Murray, Dr. Sturrock, A M'Killican, H. D. 
Colvill Scott, F. W. Warren, C. J. Wilkinson Pimbury, Henry 
Durham. 200 members. 

No. 2. ALEXAMDRIA Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 1885. 
President, John Sharpe, Bonhill; Vice-President, James 
M'Farlane, Linnbrane Terrace; TreaS11trer, Lachlan M'Kinnon, 
I Victoria Street; Secretary, Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane 
Terrace. 30 members. 

No. 3. GLASGOW Tam o' Shanter Club. Instituted 1880. Federated 
in 1885. President, Alex. W. Foa:bes, 404 Yictoria Road ; 
Vice-President, G. S. Galt, 239 Langside Road; Hon. 
Secretary, James Angus, 6 Gibson Street, Hillhead. Meet 
in Trades' House Restaurant, Glassford Street, on last Friday 
of each month, from NoYember till Mzy. 

No. 4. CALLANDER Burns Club. Instituted 1!1877. Federated in 1885. 
President, William Russell; Secrewy, James S. Anderson, 
Callander. 
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No. 5. EARLSTON Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1884. 
President, Thomas B. Murdison, High Street, Earlston; 
Vice-President, William Kerr, High Street, Earls ton; Secretary 
and Treasurer, William Grieve, Station Road, Earlston; 
Committee, Adam Nichol, Alexander Bone, John Aitchison, 
James Haggan, Robert Douglass, John Stafford, George Miles, 
John Fox, Archibald Black, John Wight. 90 members. 

No. 6. ALLOA Burns Club. President, John Colville, Fenton Street; 
Vice-President~, Alexander Reid, Drysdale Street, and John 
Simpson, North Street; Treasurer, William Breingan, Coalgate; 
Secretary, Nicholas M. Davidson, 19 Greenfield Street. 30 
members. 

No. 7. GLASGOW Thistle Burns Club. Instituted 1oth March, 1882. 
President, William \Veir, 69 Prince Edward Street, Crosshill; 
Vice:President, Jas. Mearchant, 3 Clelland Street, Hutcheson
town; Treasurer, A. Kerr, 24 Thistle Street, S.S.; Secretary, 
John Peters, 150 !\Iain Street, Anderston, Glasgow. Limited 
to 40 members. 

No. 8. MORPETH AND DISTRICT Burns Club (dormant). La<;t 
Secretary, John Dobson, Oldgate Street, Morpeth. 

No. 9. GLASGOW Royalty Burns Club. Instituted 1882. President, 
John Young, 42 Bath Street; Vice-President, Robert M. 
Renwick, Lyndale, Cambuslang ; Treasurer, Thomas Graham, 
11 Bothwell Street ; Secretary, W. S. Ramsay, 6 Ruthven 
Street, Hillhead, Glasgow. 65 members. 

No. 10. DUMBARTON Burns Club. Instituted 1857. Federated in 1886. 
President, Bailie Barias; Vice-Presidents, Cooncillor Macphie 
and Major Buchanan; Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, James 
M'Gilchrist ; Members of Committee, Provost Garvie, Dean 
of Guild Thomson, Councillor Dr. M'Lachlan, Councillor 
MacFarlan, Councillor Kirk, ex-Bailie MacLeod, ex-Dean of 
Guild Allan, Andrew \Vatson, and Walter Scott. 

No. 11. CHESTERFIELD Burns Society. President, Robert Howie, 
Ashgate Road; Vice-Presidents, D. S. Anderson, West Park; 
Dr. Goodfellow, Old Road, Brompton ; Hon. Secretary, 
George Edward Drennan, 77 Salter Gate, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. 

No. 12. BARROW-IN-FURNESS Burns Club. Federated in 1886. 
President, Samuel Boyle; Secretary, Alexander M'Naught, 
4 Ramsden Square, Barrow-in-Furness. 

No. 13. ST. ANDREWS Burns Club. Instituted 1869. Federated in 
1886. President, John L. Macpherson; Vice-President, 
Michael B. Wilson; Secretary and Treasurer, William Brown, 
116 South Street, St. Andrews. 100 members. Rooms, Royal 
Hotel. Poet Laureate, the Rev. Canon Tuttiett. 

No. 14. DUNDEE Burns Club. Instituted 1860. Hon. President, Sir 
John Leng, M.P.; President, Thomas Bennett; Vice-President, 
R. H. Robertson; Secretary, Edward Peill; Treasurer and 
Librarian, John Beat; Curator, John A. Purves; Committee, 
A. G. Macpherson, Hugh Ross, James Binny. Club Room:., 
36 Nethergate. 6o members. 
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BELFAST Burns Club. Instituted 1872. Federated r886. 
President, W. H. Anderson, East Hillbrook, Holywood ; 
Vice-President, Dr. Philip, 98 Great Victoria Street, Belfast; 
Secretary and Treasurer, James L. Russell, 21 Moyola Street, 
Belfast; Committee, James Jenkins, James Gemmell, A. W. 
Stewart, P Galloway, T. E. Carlisle, William Campbell, A. 
M'Cowatt. 64 members. 

SYDNEY Burns Club. Instituted 188o. Federated in 1886. 
President, Alex. Kethel, J.P.; Vice-Presidents, Jw;. Muir and 
Thos. Lamond; Treasurer, W.W. Bain; Secretary, W. Telfer, 
School of Arts, Pitt Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 400 members. 

No. 17. NOTTINGHAM Scottish Society Burns Club (dormant). 
Federated in 1886. Last Secretary, D. Stuart Hepburn, 9 
Wellington Circus, Nottingham. 

No. 18. LIVERPOOL Burns Club. Instituted 1877. Federated 1886. 
President, Hugh M'\\ihinnie, 30 Hampstead Road, Elm Park, 
Liverpool; Vice-President, Andrew Morton, 48 Trinity Road, 
Bootle; Secretary and Treasurer, Alexander Smith, 104 
Salisbury Road, ·wavertree. 70 members. 

No. 19. AUCKLAND Burns Club and Literary Society. Instituted 1884. 
Federated in 1886. President, James Stewart, C.E., Short
land Street, Auckland; Vice· Presidents, George Fowlds, 
James M'Farlane, A. Moncur; Treasurer, Charles Dunn, c/o 
Messrs. Brown, Barrett & Co.; Secretary, John Horne, 
Wellington Street ; Committee, Alex. Wright, Arthur Dunn, 
Vvilliam Moncur, Earnest Jones, William Stewart. 

No. 20. AIRDRIE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated in 1886. 
President, William Sutherland; Vice-President, James Ramsay; 
Treasurer, David Johnstone; Secretary, James Sommerville, 
Royal Hotel, Airdrie. 55 members. 

No. 21. GREENOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1802. Honorary 
President, William Jacks, D. L. and J.P., Crosslet, Dumbarton; 
President, R. B. Shearer, Hartfell, Greenock; Vice-Presidents, 
Robert Caire!, Newark Street, Greenock; Bailie M'lnnes, 
Charing Cross, Greenock; Treasurer, A. T. Anderson, 21Newton 
Street, Greenock; Secretaries, J. B. Morison, 55 Forsyth Street, 
Greenock; David Loudoun, Glasgow llfai"l Office, Greenock. 
Librarian, J. M. Farquhar, Ardgowan Square; Committee, 
R. Stewart Walker, Charles L. Brodie, Duncan Darroch, A. 
K. Bruce, H. M. Wats0n. Convener of Musical Committee, 
Robert Macfarlan, C.A., 45 Brisbane Road, Greenock. 
300 members. 

No. 22. EDINBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1858. Federated in 1886. 
President, Archibald Munro, M.A.; Vice-President, C. Martin 
Hardie, R.S.A.; Chaplain, Rev. A. \Vallace Williamson, 
:M.A.; Bard, Thomas Hepburn; Secretary, George A. Munro, 
S.S.C., 37 Castle Street, Edinburgh; Treasurer, J. A. 
Trevelyan Sturrock, S.S.C., 93 George Street, Edinburgh; 
Committee, Councillor Cranston, John Smart, R.S.A., Thomas 
Carmichael, James Tullo, James Grieve, Thomas Hepburn, 
Andrew Isles, J. M. Henry, Henry Kirkwood, James Ewing, 
Thon1as Bonnar, Archibald Orrock, Alexander Anderson, W. 
Ivison Macadam, James Masterton, Peter L. Henderson. Dr. 
Kennedy Melville, Geo. T. Thin, Arch. Menzies, H. Erskine. 
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No. 23. ADELAIDE South Australian Caledonian Society. Instituted 
1881. Federated in 1886. Chief, John Wyles, J.P., Pirie 
Street, Adelaide; Chieftain, T. W. Fleming, Waymouth Street, 
Adelaide ; Chieftain, Alex. Dowie, Rundle Street, Adelaide : 
Treasurer, D. W. Gray, Grenfell Street, Adelaide ; Secretary, 
H. G. M'Kittrick; Society's Office Address, 70 Grenfell 
Street, Adelaide, S.A. ; Hon. Auditors, D. Nicholson 
and A. Ronald Scott; Committee, D. W. Melvin, R. H. 
Crawford, Philip Tod, John Drummond, T. H. Smeaton, 
George Fowler Stewart. James Murray. Branches of the S.A. 
Caledonian Society established in Port Adelaide, Gawler, 
Mount Gambier, Port Augusta, Millicent, Port Pirie. 

No. 24. GLASGOW Bank Burns Club. Instituted 1844. Federated in 
1886. President, William Howie, 220 Buchanan Street; Vice
President, Robert Johnston, Spoutmouth; Treasurer, Alex. 
Gray, 97 Great Hamilton Street; Secretary, John Gentle, 
116 Gallowgate, Glasgow. 150 members. 

No. 25. WINNIPEG St. Andrew's Society. Federated in 1886. Chief, 
W. A. Dunbar; Secretary, David Philip, Government Buildings, 
\Vinnipeg, Man. Rooms, Unity Hall, Hain Street. 

No. 26. PERTH Burns Club. Instituted 1873. Federated on 19th June, 
1886. President, William Whitelaw, M.P. for Perth, Hunting
tower Park, Ly Perth; Vice-President, Dr. Holmes Morrison, 
Marshall Place; Treasurer, William Stevenson, Balhonsie 
Villas; Secretary, James Harper, 68 St. John Street, Pe1th. 
Meet in Salutation Hotel, Perth. 80 members. 

No. 27. GLASGOW Springburn Burns Club.' Federated 1886. Hon. 
President, Grreme A. \Vhitelaw, M. P. ; President, J as. Bryan ; 
Vice-President, R. Kirkland; Secretary, William M'Hain, 
Janefield Cottage, Broomfield Road, Springburn, Glasgow. 
37 members. 

No. 28. The JOLLY BEGGARS Burns Club, Mauchline. Instituted 
23rd April, 1886. President, Richard Doherty, 27 St. Vincent 
Place, Glasgow; Secretary and Treasurer, David Hood, News
Agent, Mauchline-Committee, President, Secretary and 
Trea-urer, Thomas Harvey, Thomas Learmont, William 
Alexander, James Young, Andrew Wilson, and Andrew Miller. 
26 active members. · 

No. 29. BOLTON Burns Club. Instituted 6th September, 1881. 
Federated in 1886. President, Peter Halliday, Jesmond 
House, Bolton; Vice-President, John Macfee, Russell Street, 
Bolton j Secretary and Treasurer, Chas. E. M'Nabb, .26 
W. Bndge Street; Committee, Rev. T. B. Johnstone, John 
Watson, William M'Nabb, George Guthrie, John Boyd, John 
Graham, John Dickinson, George Begg. 50 members. 

No. 30. BLACKBURN Burns Club. Instituted in 1878. Federated 
in 1886. President, W. Ferguson, Ainsworth Street; Vice
President and Treasurer, William M'Kie, Wellington Street; 
Secretary, Robert M'Kie, \'ictoria Street, Blackburn. 20 
members. 
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No. 31. SAN FRANCISCO Scottish Thistle Club. Instituted 18th 
March, 1882. Federated in 1886. Royal Chief, W. A. 
Dawson, 1026 Scharo Street; Chieftain, J. Hill, 330 Golden 
Gate Avenue ; Treasurer, John Ross, 26 Eddy Street ; 
Recorder, George W. Paterson, 801 Guerrero Street. About 
900 members. 

No. 32. NEWARK Caledonian Club. Federated in 1886. President, 
John Iluggan; Treasurer, Paul Buchanan, corner of 16th 
Avenue and Bergen Street; Secretary, John Hogg, Caledonian 
Club, Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

No. 33. GLASGOW Haggis Club. Instituted 1872. Federated in 1886. 
President, John B. M'Naught, Stonefield Terrace, S.S.; Vice· 
President, ; Treasurer, Thomas Macfarlane, go 
Regent Terrace; Secretary, R. J. Cameron, :?12 St. Vincent 
Street. Meet in Mr. 1\1 'Culloch's, Maxwell Street. 50 
members (limited), 

No. 34. GLASGOW Carrick Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1859. 
Federated 15th January, 1887. President, D. Gordon; 
Treasurer, D. Norval; Secretary, John Newbigging, 25 Albert 
Drive, Crosshill. Meet in 62 Glassford Street, Glasgow, every 
Saturday, exceµting the months of July and August. 40 
members. 

No. 35. DALRY Burns Club. Instituted 1826. Federated in 1887. 
President, David Johnstone, Inspector of Schools; Vice
President, Robert Fulton, Writer; Secretary and Treasurer, 
Alex. Comrie, Accountant, Dairy, Ayrshire. This is the oldest 
known Burns Club with an unbroken record of its transactions 
to date. 30 members. The anniversary meeting is held on the 
Friday nearest 25th January. 

No. 36. GLASGOW Rosebery Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
in 1887. Patron, Right Hon. 1he Earl of Rosebery. 
President, Alexander Skirving, I.A., Chestnut Cottage, Lang
side; Vice-President, Robert Kennedy, 202 Hope Street; 
Treasurer, Hugh Sturdy, 39 Kilmarnock Road; Secretary, 
James Angus, 22 Ratho Terrace, Springburn, Glasgow; 
Minute Secretary, Alex. Miller, 17 Overnewton Square; 
Committee, Jam~s S. Fisher, J. S. Jamieson, \Vm. Kennedy, 
James Wilson, H. P. Bayne. 148 members. 

No. 37. DOLLAR Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in 1888. 
President, John M'Gruther; Vice-Pre~ident, Dr. Strachan, 
Gladstone "Terrace; Treasurer, John Fleming, Mayfield; 
Secretary, W. G. Cruickshank, Aberdona Villa, Dollar. 
40 member~. 

No. 38. GLASGOW" Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Federated in 1888. 
Vice-President, David Caldwell; Secretary, Jas. Gillespie, 
jun., 80 Gloucester Street, Glasgow. 

No. 39. GLASGOW "St. David's" Burns Club. Instituted 1887. 
Federated in 1889. President, Henry Cowan; Secretary, Alex. 
Porteous, 5 March Street, Strathbungo, Glasgow. Meetings 
held at 163 Ingram Street, Glasgow. 
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No. 40. ABERDEEN Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in 1889. 
President, James M'lntosh, 50 Mushit Hall. 

No. 41. DENNISTOUN Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Federated in 
1889. President, Thomas Baxter; Vice-President, W. 
Williamson; Secretary and Treasurer, John B. M'lntosh, 
300 Duke Street. Club Room, Loudon Arms Hotel, Glasgow. 
25 members. 

No. 42. CRIEFF Burns Club. Federated in 1891. President, Malcolm 
Finlayson, Solicitor; Vice-President, \V. Duncan, Royal Hotel; 
Secretary, Wm. Pickard, ·writer, Crieff. 

No. 43. GLASGOW Northern Burns Club. Federated in 1891. President, 
Peter R. MacArthur, 11 Randolph Place, Mount Florida; Vice
President, John S. Hunter, 33 West Princes Street; Treasurer, 
John Duncanson, 90 North Frederick Street; Secretary, James 
Weir, 216 New City Road; Committee, James M'Lay, Mr. 
Machie, C. Demangeat, William Reid, A. B. Mitchell, Alex. 
:\IacLaughlan, R. \\. French. So members. 

No. 44. FORFAR Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated in 1891. 
President, John Ferguson, Allan Bank; Vice-President, George 
S. Nicolson; Treasurer, Andrew Rennie; Secretary, Henry Rae, 
14 Montrose Road, Forfar. 150 members. 

No. 45. CU~lNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1887. President, D. A. 
Adam•on, Solicitor, Glaisnock Street, Cumnock; Secretary 
and Treasurer, Matthew Brownlie, Coilantogle, Cumnock; 
Committee, Wm. Wallace, ex-Provost Hunter, Bailie Andrew, 
Wm. Hill, Mr. Hogg. 70 membe1s. 

No. 46. WARWICKSHIRE Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated in 
1891. Treasurer and Secretary, Robert Greenfield, F. R.H.S , 
Ranelagh Nursery, Leamington. 70 members. 

No. 47. GLASGOW - ST. ROLLOX Burns Clup. Instituted 1889. 
Federated in 1891. President, Robert Carruthers, 45 Glenfield 
Street; Vice-President, John Chalmers, 35 Tennant Street; 
Treasurer, D. Crawford, 100 Taylor Street; Secretary, Thomas 
Paton, 32 Frazer Street, Bridgeton ; Committee, Robert Paul, 
Thomas Smith, J. Cameron, T. King, G. Stevtnson; Auditors, 
G. Blair, A. M'Cormick. 30 members. 

No. 48. PAISLEY Burns Club. Instituted 1805. Federated in 1891. 
President, James Ross, Fetteresso, Castlehead, Paisley; Vice
President, George H. Cockburn, 8 Buchanan Terrace, Paisley; 
Secretary and Treasurer, James Edward Campbell, M.A., 
H.L., Writer, 3 County Place, Paisley. Limited by Consti
tution to 40 member., 

No. 49. BRIDGETON Burns Club. Instituted 1870. Federated in 1891. 
President, A. J. Bain, 7 University Avenue; Vice-President, 
Wm. Freeland, 34 Garturk Street, Govanhill; Treasurer, ·wm. 
Campbell, 32 Monteith Row; Secretary, V\'illiam Cochran; 
Assistant Secretary, W. Stevenson Cochran, 175 West George 
Street, Glasgow; Committte, Rector Menzies, J.P. ; James 
Young, Andrew Hoy, Y..'. S. Service, James Murray, William 
Armour, Dr. Munro, Wm. Rodger, A. Johnston. 304 members. 



140 

No. 50. STIRLING Burns Club. Federated in 1891. Pre~ident, Dr. 

No. 51. 

No. 52. 

No. S3· 

No. 54. 

No. SS· 

No. s6. 

No. S7· 

Macnab; Secretary, J. L. Hutcheson, Journal Office, 5 King 
Street, Stirling. 

CHICAGO Caledonian Society. Instituted 1883. Federated in 
1892. Chief, Hugh Shirlaw; Chieftain, F. D. Todd; Treasurer, 
Angus Maclean; Secretary, Charles T. Spence, 3002 Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago. 197 members. Society meets 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays in each month in Hall, 1·85 E. Madison Street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

DUMFRIES Mechanics' Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 
in 1892. President, John Mundell, 'Vest Park Terrace, 
Maxwelltown; Vice.President, James Turnbull, 3 Henry Place, 
Dumfries; Treasurer, Archibald Fairley, 29 Wallace Street, 
Dumfries; Secretary, James Anderson, 13 St. Michael Street, 
Dumfries; Committee, James Baxter, Thomas Paterson, John 
Kemp, John M'Kinnell, John Hunt, George Crichton, James 
Douglas. Club meets every Saturday evening in Liver Inn, 
Nith Street. 6o members (limited). 

FAIRFIELD Burns Club, Govan, Glasgow. Instituted 1887. 
Federated in 1892. Honorary President, Hugh Lymburn, 
Mayfield Cottage, Govan; President, George Sinclair, II8 
Harmony Row, Govan; Vice-President, Duncan Calder, II3S 
Dumbarton Road, Whiteinch; Treasurer, Hugh Marr, 37 White 
Street, Govan; Secretary, James M'Cartney, 4 Barnwell 
Terrace, Drumayne, Govan. 54 members. 

ST. JOHNSTONE Burns Club, Perth. Instituted 1892. 
Federated in 1892. President, Councillor Charles Wood, 
Brunswick Terrace; Vice-President, Alex. Patterson, County 
Place Hotel; Secretary and Treasurer, Thomas Macgregor, 
15 Balhousie Street; Committee, James Martin, Wm. Angus, 
James Rutherford, James M'Intyre, Alexander Mulholland, 
George Young, John Kerr. 

DERBY Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1891. Federated 
in 1893. President, W. H. Cunningham; Vice-Presidents, 
Dr. Brown and J. M'Donald; Joint-Secretaries, George 
M'Lauchlan, 49 Molineux Street, and George Kelman; 
Treasurer, A. L. Cunningham, 54 Sadler Gate, Derby. 100 
members. 

MUIRKIRK Lapraik Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Federated 
in 1893. President, A. B. Fulton, Irondale House; Vice
President, Thomas Weir, Main Street; Hon. Treasurer, James 
Young, Main Street; Hon. Secretary, John l\I'Donald, Furnace 
Rolld; Committee, D. Samson, Jas. Samson, Andrew Pringle, 
Robert Vallance, James Guthrie, Hugh Cameron, William 
Walker. 58 members. 

THORNLIEBANK Burns Club. President, J. L. Connor, 
North Park, Thornliebank; Vice-President, Harry Wilkie, 
Eastwood Park, Giffnock; Treasurer, David Marshall, 
Thomliebank ; Secretary, Malcolm Jamieson, Main Street, 
Thomliebank; Committee, Wm. Stark, 'Vm. Jamieson, George 
Neil, Robert Scott, Walter M'Farlane, 'Vm. Graham, Andrew 
Mathieson, 'Vm. Paterson, W. Hutchison, R. Dalziel, James 
M'Allister, John Ewing, David Leggat, Donald Jamieson, 
Alexander Strang. 134 members. 
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No. 58. KIRKCALDY Burns Club. Federated in 1893. President, 
A. B. Cooper, Douglas Street; Vice-President, Charles. 
Robertson, 130 Links Street; Secretary, Robert Grant, Hill 
Street; Treasurer, John A. C\fillar, 2 School \Vynd. 

No. 59. GOU ROCK" Jolly Beggars'' Rums Club. Instituted 1893. Fede
rated in 1893. President, Provost Steel, Gourock; Vice
President, David Malcolm, 20 Shore Street; Treasurer. 
William Lee, jun., Mather House; Secretary, James Shearer, 
Gourock House Agency, Kempock Street, Gourock. 60° 
members. 

No. 60. WOLVERHAMPTON Burns Club. Instituted 1891. Fcdc:ated' 
in 1893. President, James Corson, 20 Cleveland Street~ 
Vice-President, Thos. Graham, J.P., Comely Bank, Parkdale; 
Treasurer, V\'m. Forsyth, 34 Stafford Street; Secretary, James 
Killin, Beechgrove, Compton Road, Wolverhampton. 84 
members. 

No. 6r. GLASGOW Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 1890. President, 
}{obert Corbet, 2 Ardgowan Terrace; Vice-Pre~ident, James 
Jamieson, 13 Commerce Street; Treasurer, V\'. F. Hutchison, 
220 Paisley Road, West; Joint-Secretaries, James Laing, 
218 Watt Street, and John M. Picken, 375 Paisley Road, 
Glasgow. Meet at 375 Paisley Road. 46 members (limited 
to 60). 

No. 62. CUPAR Burns Club. Instituted 25th October, 1893. President, 
H. T. Anstruther, M.P., Gillingshill, Pittenweem, Fife; Vice
Presidents, Thomas R. Nichol, Station Agent, and Philip. 
Sulley, County Assessor, Cupar-Fife; Treasurer, John Moore, 
Crossgate, Cupar-Fife; Secretary, John G. Stewart, North. 
Union Street, Cupar-Fife. 75 members. 

No. 63. GLASGOW Mossgiel Burns Club. Instituted 1893. President,. 
J. M. Cowden; Vice-President, D. Anderson; Treasurer, 
R. Blair; Secretary, J. M. Blair, 186 Cumberland Street, 
S.S., Glasgow. 50 members. 

No. 64. BEITH Burns Club. Instituted 1892. President, Archd. 
M'Ewan, Knockdale; Vice-President, D. Lapraik Smith, 
Arranview; Treasurer, John Short, Main Street; Secretary, 
James S, Anderson, Craigwell. 30 members. 

No. 65. MUSSELBURGH Burns Club. Federated in 1894. President, 
John Dobbie, Dalrymple Loan; Vice-President, A. M'Farlane, 
Newbigging House; Treasurer, Will. Constable, Inveresk 
Terrace; Secretary, Wm. Hood, 23 High Street; Committee, 
R. Millar, R. Bissett, J. Graham, W. D. Husband, W. 
Walker, T. A. Hogg, R. A. Smith, J. M. Williamson. 120 
members. 

No. 66. CROSSGATES Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated ill 
1894. Secretary, William Muir, Back Street, Crossgates. 
Meet in Crossgates Hotel. I 10 members. 
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No. 67. GLASGOW Carlton Burns Club. Instituted and Federated, 
1894. President, Andrew Barclay, ro Lorne Terrace, Mary
hill; Vice-President, James G. Hendry, 36 Cumberland Street, 
Glasgow; Treasurer, James Milligan, sen., 2 South Portland 
Street, Glasgow; Secretary, John F. Robertson, 36 Cumber
land Street, South, Glasgow; Director of Music, James Gould; 
Bard, Carl Volti; Roll-keeper, Wm. Crawford; Directorate, 
Thomas Cameron, M. F. Hill, H. A. Sharp, J. Hamilton, 
A. Fergus, A. M'Clure, C. Masters, J. Milligan, jun., G. 
Stark. Annual general business meeting held in Febmary. 
So members. 

No. 68. GLASGOW Sandyford Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Presi
dent, James Boyd; Vice-President, Archibald Black; 
Treasurer, Thomas C. Watson ; Secretary, Alexander 
Hedderwick. 213 members. 

.No. 69. DUNEDIN Burns Club. Federated in 1894. President, Dr. 
\V. M. Stenhouse; Vice-Presidents, John B. Thomson and 
James Muir; Treasurer, John Scott; Secretary, William 
Brown. 400 members. Meetings held on the third Wednesday 
of every month in the Choral Hall, Dunedin, and on the 25th 
January, annually. The largest hall in Dunedin is. filled to 
overflowing. 

-'No. 70. GLASGOW St. Rollox "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Instituted 
1893. President, William Eyre, 77 Taylor Street ; Vice
President, William M'Kay, IOI Castle Street; Treasurer, John 
Docherty, 21 St. Mungo Street; Secretary, Matthew Ferguson, 
64 St. James' Road, Glasgow. 

_No. 7r. CARLISLE Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1889. 
Federated 1895. President, James A. Wheatley, J.P., 8 
Portland Square, Carlisle; Vice-Presidents, Dr. Bira, 8 Bruns
wick Street ; G. White, 8 Botchergate ; John Sinton, 39 
Cavendish Place; W. D. Todd, Stanwise; Secretary and 
Treasurer, David Burns, Stanwise, Carlisle; Committee, 
Messrs. Wm. Mather, John Jardine, Lyon, Bowman, Malcolm, 
Tinnerwood, Horn, Buckle. roo members. 

1fo. 72. PARTICK Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Ex-President, Dr. 
Gilbert Campbell; Vice-Presidents, Provost James Caird, 
Collingwood, and J. Parker Smith, M.P., Jordanhill; 
Treasurer and Secretary, Ronald Stout, 178 St. Vincent 
Street, Glasgow. I 13 members. 

'No. 73· LENZIE Bums Club. Instituted 1894. Federated in 1895. 
Pre;.ident, Wm. Gibson, Bower Cottage, Lenzie; Vice
President, John Walker, Eden House, Lenzie; Secretary and 
Treasurer, James Ferguson, Rathmore, Lenzie. 

:'No. ill-· GLASGOW-MAUCHLINE Society. Instituted 1888. Federated 
in 1895. President, Marcus Bain, Woodside, Mauchline; 
Treasurer, Thomas Killin, 168 West George Street, Glasgow; 
Secretary, W. S. M'Millan, Wellington Chambers, Ayr; 
Committee, Office-Bearers and 14 Directors. 6o members. 
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No. 75. KIRN Burns Club. Institute<l 25th January, 1892. Federated 
on IOth February, 1896. President, Provost Doig, Dunoon; 
Vice-President, Commissioner Bennett, Stronan Lodge, Kirn; 
Treasurer, John Ke~•nn, Ailelai<le Cottage, Kirn; Secretary, 
John T. Johnston, AulJ lluuse, Kirn. 

No. 76. BRECHIN Rums Club. Instituted January, 1894. Federated 
in 1896. President, George A. Scott, Park House; Vice
President, W. J. W. Cameron, Castleview House; Treasurer, 
A. J. Dakers, High Street; Secretary, Edward \Y. Mowat, 
Park Place. Committee, David Joe, William Davidson, James 
Bruce, John Lindsay, Alexander Smith. 230 members 

No. 77. PAISLEY-GLENIFFER Burns Club. Federated in 1896. 
President, J. ·wallace, Braehead; Vice-President, Coun. Pollock, 
Garthland House; Treasurer, Wm. Bell, Newhall Villas, Glen. 
field; Secretary, Alex. R. l'ollock, I 2 Garthland Street, Paisley. 

No. 78.- GLASGOW-ARDGOWAN Burns Club. Instituted 8th March, 
1893. Federated in 1896. President, Dr. J. F. Stevenson, 
176 Castle Street; Vice-President, John Brown, 1 Surrey 
Place; Treasurer, John M'Auslan, 126 Crookston Street; 
Secretary, John Fairley, 160 Cathcart St1eet, S.S.; Committee, 
Duncan Gilchrist, J. Samson, William King, William Murdoch, 
Alex. Wigham, A. K. Downie, J. Johnstone. 

No. 79. CORSTORPHINE Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated in 
1896. President, Peter W. Leslie, Femlea, Corstorphine; Vice
President, Andrew Macdougall, Willowbank, Corstorphine; 
Secretary and Treasurer, William R. Murray, lnglewood, 
Corstorphine; Committee, John Darge, James L. Foulds, Geo. 
Goodall, Hugh C. Kerr, David P. Laird, James Matthew, 
Hugh Paterson, David J. Younger. 70 members. 

No. 80. DUNOON-COWAL Burns Club. Instituted 2nd March, 1896. 
President, John Reid Young, Garail; Vice-President, Com
missioner Crosbie, Hillfoot Street; Treasurer, William Munn, 
Argyle Street; Secretary, Walter Grieve, Jame5 Place, Dunoon. 
224 members. 

No. 81. CARSTAIRS JUNCTION Burns Club. Federated in 1896. 
Hon. President, James Hazier, M.P.; President, John Cowper; 
Vice-President, George Martin; Bard, Alexander Blake; 
Treasurer, James Shaw; Secretary, William Neill, Burnside 
Cottages, Carstairs Junction. 47 members. 

No. 82. ARBROATH Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated in 1896. 
President, James B. Salmond, Editor of Arbroath Herald; 
ex officio Hon. Vice-Presidents, Right Hon. John Morley, 
M.P.; Hon. Charles Maule Ramsay, Brechin Castle; Captain 
Sinclair, M.P.; Provo8t Grant, Arbroath; Hon. Fred. J. 
Bruce, of Seaton; Colonel Auchterloney, of The Guynd ; 
Charles W. Cossar, Seaforth; Fitzroy C. Fletcher, of Letham 
Grange; John Tullis, Glasgow; Alex. Gordon, of Ashludie; 
W. K. Macdonald, Town Clerk, Arbroath; Vice-President, 
John Russell, M.D., Hill Terrace, Arbroath; Treasurer, 
George R. Donald, Solicitor, 81 High Street, Arbroath; 
Secretary, Adam Oliver, S.S.C., Brothock Bank House, 
Arbroath; Committee, ex-Bailie Herald, Arbroath; J. R. W. 
Clark, Geo. R. Thomson, Norman M'Bain, David Littlejohn, 
David Fairweather, James Jack, C. Y. Myles, A. D. Lowson, 
R. S. Carlow, Charles Wilson. 40 members. 
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No. 83. GLASGOW Co-operative Burns Club. Federated in 1896-
President, William Miller; Vice-President, J. Jeffrey Hunter; 
Secretary, R. Reyburn, 20 Great Clyde Street, Glasgow. 

No. 84. ABINGTON Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Federated in 1896. 
President, James Paterson, Over Abington; Vice-President,. 
William Clark, Glengounarfoot; Treasurer, Thomas Smail, 
Commercial Bank; Secretary, Robert Colthart, Arbory Villa, 
Abington. 87 members. 

No. 85. DUNFERMLINE United Burns Club. Federated in 1896. 
President, Thomas Jackson; Secretary, Wm. Fraser, Free
Abbey School, Dunfermline. 24 members. 

No. 86. CUMNOCK "Winsome Willie" Burns Club. Instituted 1856. 
Federated in 1896. President, James Findlay, Douglasston 
Cottage, Cumnock: Vice-President, James Howat, Caim 
Road, Cumnock; Treasurer, John Wilson, Waterside Row, 
Cumnock; Secretary, Robert Hyslop, Ayr Road, Cumnock; 
Committee, Hugh l<'leming, James Chisholm, James Gordon, 
John M'Kenzie, James Ganie. 62 members. 

No. 87. CAMPSIE Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated in 1896. 
President, Major R. Stirling, Union Place, Lennoxtown; 
Vice-President, James Simpson, Main Street, Lennoxtown; 
Treasurer, John M'Donald, Service Street, Lennoxtown;. 
Hon. Secretary, Jas. Simpson, Main Street W., Lennoxtown;. 
Committee, George Miller, Robert Downie, Peter M'Kellar, 
Peter Kincaid, W. B. M'Farlane, Andrew Hosie, William 
Richmond. 40 members. 

No. 88. GLASGOW Caledonian Burns Club. Federated 1897. President,. 
Thomas Higgins; Vice-President, Alex. Russell; Treasurer, 
James Nisbet; Secretary, John Magarry, 38 Annette Street, 
Crosshill, Glasgow. Meeting place, George M. Nicol's, 2_5, 
Caledonian Road, S.S., every alternate Thursday. 

No. 89. SUNDERLAND Burns Club. Hon. President, Alderman W. 
Burns, Esq., J.P., ex-Mayor; Hon. Vice-Presidents, William 
Allan, M.P.; Dr. Waterston, Esq., J.P. ; Councillor Dr. 
Biggam, Durward Lely ; President, W. H. Turner; Vice
President, T. E. A. A. Shaw; Treasurer, A. Cameron;. 
Secretary, M. Neilson, 2 Rosebery Street, Sunderland;. 
Committee, George Tawse, George Mackay, W. Miller, S. 
Murray, R. Cooke. 

No. 90. GARELOCHHEAD Burns Club. Federatedin 1897. President,. 
Thos. Stobo, Somerset House, Garelochhead; Vice-President, 
Wm. M'Call Maitland; Secretary and Treasurer, John Currie,. 
Stationmaster, Garelochhead. 

No. 9'• SHETTLESTON Burns Club. Federated in 1897. President, 
Jas. Wilson, Bute Villa, Shettleston, near Glasgow; Secretary,. 
James Clark, 1 York Terrace, Shettleston, near Glasgow. 



145 

No. 92. KILBOWIE "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Jnstituted and Federated in 1897. Hon. Presidents, Hugh Tennant and D1. J. Stirling Robertson; President, John M'PheNm; Treasurer, Andrew Roso; Secretary, John W. Stock>, I Livingstone Street, Kilbowie. 50 members. 

No. 93. CLYDEBANK Burn-, Club. Federate<l in 1897. !'resident, William Butchart, 6 Cameron Street, Clydebank ; Secretary, John Murphy, c/o James l\I'Haffy, 2 Kilbowic Gardens, Clydebank. 

No. 94, UPHALL "Tam o' Shanter" Burns Club. Federated in 1897. Secretary and Treasurer, J. Brodie, U1,hall, Linlithgowshire. 

No. 95. BOLTON Burns Club. Federated in 1897. Pre,i<lent, George Begg, Spa Road, Bolton ; Secretary and Treasurer, Charles E. l\I'Nabb, 26 Hr. Bridge Street, Bolton. 

No. 96. JEDBURGH Burns Club. Federated in 1897. President, L. G. Macdonald, St. John School, fedburgh; Secretary, J. K. Young, Sessional School-House, J edburgh. 

No. 97. KILMARNOCK Wellbeck Burn;, Club. In'tituted and Federated 1897. President, John Anderson, Robertson Place; VicePresident, George Richmond, Paxton Street; Treasurer, James Thomson, Armour Street; Secretary, Jas. Carson, 22 Gilmour Street, Kilmarnock; Committee, John Thomson, Alexander Dunlop, William Duff. 27 members (limited to 30). Meetings at Bellfield Tavern, Wellbeck Street, first Friday of each month. 

K 
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ALBANY (U.S.A.) Caledonian Club. Instituted 1874. Secretary, James 

H. Hendrie. 90 members. 

ASHINGTON Burns Club. Secretary, Alex. Duncanson, Ashington, 

Morpeth. 

AYR Burns Club. Hon. Secretary, George Bain, Smith0 s Cottage, Ayr. 

BALERNO Burns Club. Instituted 1881. Secretary, John Fairbairn, 

Balerno. Meeting Place, Balerno, Midlothian. 30 members. 

BARLINNIE (near Glasgow) Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Hon. 

President, Robert Ford, Dennistoun; President, John Scott, Wood

bank, Barlinnie, near Glasgow; Vice-President, John Dean, Barlinnie, 

near Glasgow; Treasurer, Ernest Will, Barlinnie, near Glasgow; 

Secretary, John Panton, Woodbank, Barlinnie, near Glasgow. 70 

members. 

BARRHEAD "Tam o' Shanter" Club. Secretary, John M'Whirter, 

Gateside, Barrhead. 

BATHURST, N.S.W., Burns Club. Secretary, William Ferrier, Piper 

Street. 

BATTLE CREEK (Mich.), Clan Macdonald. Secretary, Frank Reid, 

34 Irving Street, Battle Creek, Mich., U.S.A. 

BAY CITY (Mich.), Clan Forbes. Secret,ary, George E. Smith, 509 

Eleventh Street. 

BAY CITY (Mich.), St. Andrew's Society. Secretary, G. A. Wilson, 

Bay City, Mich., U.S.A. 

DLINGTON and District Burns Club. Secretary, John Tate, Bed

lington Iron Works, Northumberland . 

.BELFAST Benevolent Society of St. Andrew. Instituted 1867. Secre. 

tary, John Boyd, 2 Corporation Street. 140 member$, 
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BELLSHILL Burns Club. Secretary, John Murdoch, Commercial Place, 
Bellshill. 

BERWICK-ON-TWEED Burns Club. President, John Barr, Main 
Street, Tweedmouth; Joint Secretaries, S. E. Simpson, West Street, 
Berwick; James Irvine, Knowehead, Tweedmouth, Berwick. 

P.RANTFORD (U.S.A.) Burns Club. Secretary, Joe J. Inglis, jun., 
Brantford, America. 

CALEDONIAN Society of Homestead, Pa. Instituted 1894. Secretary, 
William Thomson, Box 18, Homestead, Pa. 70 members. 

CAMBUSLANG Burns Club. Secretary, George Johnston, Excelsior 
Villa, Cambuslang. 

CARDIFF Burns Club. Instituted 189r. Secretary, W. W. Pettigrew, 
Roath Park. 40 members. 

CLAN CAMERON, Canada (No. 7) Order of Scottish Clans. Instituted 
1883. Chief, Wm. Forsyth, 293 Douglass Avenue; Secretary, James 
Shaw, Victoria Avenue, Cranston, R.I. 

CLAN FRASER, Canada (No. II) Order of Scottish Clans. Instituted 
1884. Secretary, John Birtwell, 9 Lockbridge Street, Pawtucket. 90 
members. 

CLAN MACKENZIE, St. John, Canada (No. 96) Order of Scottish Clans. 
Instituted 1891. Secretary, Joseph A. Murdoch, 23 Carmarthen 
Street. So members. 

CLAN MACKINLAY Association. Instituted 1893, at Chicago, Ills. 
Secretary, Main B. M'Kinlay, Paris, Ills. 

COATBRIDGE Burns Club. President, James Davidson, Academy 
Street; Secretary and Treasurer, J. Milne Boyd, Solicitor, Church 
Street, Coatbridge. 

COWI'EN, The Sydney Burns Club. Secretary, John Harrison, Kitty 
Brewster, Cowpen, Northumberland. 

CRAIGNEUK Burns Club. Secretary, William M'Millan, 3 Shieldmuir, 
Motherwell. 

DENNY Burns Club. Instituted 1895. Hon. President, Rev. A. 0. 
M'Gregor, E.C. Manse, Denny; President, John Scott, Dryburgh, 
Denny; Secretary and Treasurer, James Scott, Bank View, Denny. 
46 members. 

DETROIT (Mich.), Clan Cameron. Secretary, A. W. l\I'Nair, 12 Wood
ware Avenue. 
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DOUGLAS Burns Club. Secretary, G. Torrance, North Quay, Douglas, 
Isle of Man. 

DUBLIN St. Andrew's Society. Secretary, J. C. Anderson, 37 College 
Green, Dublin. 

DUMFRIES Burns Club. Secretary, H. S. Gordon, Solicitor, Mount 
Brae, Dumfries. 

DUMFRIES llurns "Howff" Club. Secretary, John Conner, care of 
Mrs. Smith, Globe Hotel, Dumfries. 

DUMFRIES "Wale of Good Fellows" Club. Secretary, Robert Bower, 
4 Ramsay Place, Dumfries. 

DUNOON Haggis Club. Instituted 1896. Secretary, Archibald Fer
guson, Church Street, Dunoon. 88 members. 

DUNS Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Secretary and Treasurer, John 
M'K. M'David, Schoolhouse, Gavinton, Duns. 60 members. 

EDINBURGH Ninety Burns Club. President, Dalziel Pearson, W.S., 
27 Royal Terrace; Secretary and Treasurer, John A. Clues, ro Dublin 
Street. 

EDINBURGH (Portsburgh) Burns Club. Instituted 1894. Treasurer 
and Secretary, James M. Sibbald, 13 Calton Hill. 30 members. 

EDINBURGH (South) Burns Club. Treasurer and Secretary, James 
Granger, 16 Melville Terrace, Edinburgh. 

FORT WAYNE (Ind.) Caledonian Society. Secretary, William Lawson, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., U.S.A. 

GALASHIELS Burns Club (dormant). Secretary, James Wilson, 25 
Channel Street, Galashiels. 

GIRVAN, The Carrick Burns Club. Secretary, Andrew Robertson, 
The M'Kechnie Institute, Girvan. 

GLENCAIRN CAMP (No. 139) Sons of Scotland. Instituted 1894. 
Chief, Donald M'Taggart; Chieftain, Thomas H. Watson; Treasurer, 
John G. Innes; Secretary, James Watson, Sonya. 

GLENPATRICK Burns Club. Secretary, John Carson, 27 High Street, 
Johnstone. 

GOREBRIDGE Burns Club. !'resident, C. C. Blaik, J.P., Gorebridge; 
Secretary and Treasurer, H. M. Forrester, Gorebridge. 

1,IAMILTON Burns Club. Instituted 1877. Secretary, T. A. Robertson, 
Quarry Street, Hamilton. Meets in Commercial Hotel, Hamilton. 
120 members. 
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HAMILTON "Glencairn ' Burns Club. Secretary, Gavin C. Prentice, 
28 Woodside Walk. Club meets at 49 Campbell Street. 

HAMILTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Secretary, William 
Wilson, 56 Miller Street. 30 members. 

HAMILTON Original Burns Club. Secretary, James Eglinton, 32 Hope 
Street. 

HAMILTON (Ont.) Clan M'Kenzie Club. Secretary, James M'Kenzie, 
202 Fay Street, South. 

HAWICK Burns Club. Secretary, Henry Flockhart, 4 Earl Street, 
Ha wick. 

HULL Burns Club. First instituted 1863; re·formed 1892. Secretary, 
J. Hy. Rea, 17 Fountain Street, Hull. 250 members. 

ILLINOIS Clan Macgregor, No. 66 O.S.C. Instituted 1890. Secretary, 
John Hall, 1202 South Vermillion Street. Meet in German Odd· 
fellows' Hall, I07 Main Street, Streatar. 52 member;. 

INNERLEITHEN Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Treasurer and Secre
tary, James Mitchell, Hall Street, Innerleithen. Meet in Volunteer 
Arms Hotel. 37 members. 

IRVINE Burns Club. Hon. Secretary, James Dickie, Town-Clerk, 
Irvine. 

JOHNSTONE Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Secretary, Charles A. 
George, Ann Street. 85 members. 

LADIES' SCOTTISH CLUB of Rochester, N. \". Secretary, KathariP.e 
Ross, 74 East Avenue. 50 members. 

LEITH Burns Club. Secretary, William Wilson, 21 Panmure Place, 
Edinburgh. 

LINLITHGOW Burns Club. Secretary, John Patrick Hardy, 34 Kelvin
side Gardens, Glasgow. 

LONDON (Ont.) Clan Fraser. Secretary, John G. Jones, 241 Queen's 
Avenue. 

MANCHESTER and Salford Caledonian Association. Secretary, 
Duncan MacLean, 4 Longford Place, Victoria Park, Manchester. 
260 member<>. 

MELROSE Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Treasurer and Secretary, 
Thomas H. Smart, St. Dunstan's Place, Melrose. 50 members. 
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MELROSE ABBEY CAMP Sons of Scotland. Instituted 1892. 
President, Thomas Haddow; Treasurer, C. A. Crosbie; Secretary, 
R. L. Innes. Sirncoe. 

MILNGAVIE Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Secretary, Wm. M'Kenzie, 
83 Hall Place, Milngavie. 

MILWAUKEE (Wis.) St. Andrew's Society. President, Wm. Currie; 
Secretary, Robert P. Fairbairn, Milwaukee, Wis., U.S.A. 

MONTREAL Clan Maclennan. Secretary, George G. Barry, 40 
Inspector Street. 

NEWBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Secretary and Treasurer, 
Peter Anderson, Newburgh. 36 members. 

NEWCASTLE and TYNESIDE Burns Club. Secretary, P. Bell, 7 
Holly Av., West. Meet in Hotel Metropole, Clayton Street, 
Newcastle-on.Tyne. 200 members. 

ORAN Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Secretary, Thomas Boyd, 5 
George Street. 40 members. 

OVERTOWN Burns Club. Instituted 1870. Secretary, George 
M'Dougall, Durham Bank Orchard. 23 members. 

TANNAHILL-MACDONALD Club. Instituted 1874. Presiuent, 
Robert Adam, jun., I Union Avenue, Newton, Ayr; Vice-President, 
James S. Anderson, 36 New Sneddon Street, Paisley; Treasurer, 
William Berry, 8 Kelvinside Road, Paisley; Secretary, R. Lauchlan, 
Roseneath Cottage, Paisley. 30 members. 

PATERSON (N.J.) Caledonian Club. Secretary, Archibald M'Call, 131 
North Ninth Street, Paterson (N.J.), U.S.A. 

PHILADELPHIA Burns Association. Secretary, George Goodfellow. 

PHILADELPHIA Burns Statue Association. Instituted 1893. Secre
tary, J. W. R. Collins, Broad Street Station. 

PHILADELPHIA Caledonian Club. Instituted 1859. Chief, Malcolm 
Henry; Second Chieftain, J as. Irvine; Third Chieftain, Hugh Tulloch. 

PHILADELPHIA Clan Cameron. Instituted 1890. Chief, John Thom; 
Secretary, Geo. R. Stewart. 

PHILADELPHIA Scots Thistle Society. Instituted 1796. President, 
Andrew Lockerbie; Secretary, Joseph Fergusson. 
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PHILADELPHIA St. Andrew's Society. Instituted 1749. President, 
John Ferguson; Vice-Presidents, G. V.,T. Hall and Dav. Milne; 
Treasurer, Alex. Harding; Secretary, Peter Boyd. 

PHILADELPHIA Tam o' Shanter Club. Instituted 1883. President, 
John Dale; Treasurer, William M. Collins; Secretary, Robert 
Smith. 

PITTSBURGH (Pa.) Waverley Society and Burns Club. Secretary, 
Robert Thomson, Pittsburgh, Pa., U.S.A. 

POLLOKSHAWS Burns Club. Instituted 1886. President, James 
Macdougall, J.P., 4 Grantly Gardens, Shawlands; Secretary, James 
Murray, 91 King Street, Pollokshaws. 60 members. 

PORTOBELLO Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Secretary, Wrri. Baird, 
F.S.A. Scot., Clydesdale Bank. 66 members. 

POSSILPARK Burns Club. Instituted 1892. President, D. T. 
Macdonald, 18o Saracen Street; Secretary, Hugh P. Simpson, 44 
Bardowie Street. 70 members. 

PROVIDENCE Clan Cameron. Secretary, James Shaw, 28 Bishop 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island, U.S.A. 

PROVIDENCE Caledonian Society. Secretary, George Gibb, 408 Chalk
stone Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island, U.S.A. 

RENFREW Burns Club. President, Robert Lang, 3 Manse Street; 
Secretary, Archibald Buchanan, 27 Queen Street, Renfrew. 

SCOTTISH THISTLE Club of Ottawa, Ills. Instituted 1894. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Wm. E. W. MacKinlay, Post Office 
Block, Ottawa, Illinois, U.S.A. 60 members. 

SIR WM.· WALLACE CAMP Sons of Scotland, Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada. Recording Secretary, J. R. Massie. 

ST. ANDREW'S Society of Bay County. Instituted 1890. Secretary, 
G. A. Wilson, Bay City, Mich. 67 members. 

ST. JOHN, N.B., Clan Mackenzie. Secretary, Joseph A. Murdoch, Hay
market Square. 

STOW Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Secretary, Wm. II. Cook, 
Fountainhall, Midlothian. 45 members. 

THAMES (Auckland) Burns Club, Secretary, John Gihh, Gas Works, 
Thames, Auckland, N.Z. 
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WATERBURY (N. H.) Burn'i Club. Secretary, W. H. Callan, 495 
Washington Avenue. 

· WEST BAY CITY (Mich.) Clan Frn>er. Secretary, John Kenned), 
5ro N. Chilson Avenue. 

WOODSTOCK (Ont.) Clan Sutherland. Secretary, C. W. Oliver. 

YONKERS (N.Y.) The Robert Burns Club. Secretary, Kenneth M'Kay, 
9 Poplar Street. 

Printed OJ' fokn Eiom, J1 flowa1d Muet, Gtas~ozu. 
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ADVERTISE.MElfTS. 

RQrtb ·:Brittsb Rubbtt co. (td. 

Made on the Pre111/111a on 
Blturteat Notice. 

LADIES' FITTlllll-llOOM. ' 
Prlc.a Moat 

/lloderu.te. 

Glaegow 
Telephone No. 8IO. 

TRA YELLING REQUISITES. 
~- ~ 't • HOLDALLS (Every 81ze). 
~ ... 1!!2::: PORTDIABTBAVS. GLADSTONB BAGS, 1:o. 
~ ~ SPORTING REQUl~ITES. 

,./" FISHING TROUSl!IRS, STOOKING!l, BBOGUl!IS, &o, 
~ Kot.Water BottJ.ea from Is 6d. Snow Boots, Gololhes, &lo. 

60 BUCJ-IANAN STREET, QLASGO N. 
VVORKS-CASTLE MILLS. 

1!8TABLl8HED 1840. 

WATOJlllL\KERS, llUNUFACTlJRING JEWELLBRS, 
GOLD ill> SIL VBB S141THS, 

KIL l\II .AR. NO C~K. 

WATCHES! WATCHES! I 
NEWEST DESIGNS IN 

Brooches, Bracelets, Rlnp, &.c. 
. 'l'Hl!I LAB.GEST AND FINEST STOCK IN AYRSHIRE-. 

THE LATEST PATTERNS IN · 
Electro-Plate, Marble Clocka, Drawln&" Room Clocka, Barometers, Ac. 
In~ ~ should - their Stock before Buying. As I. 0. & S. bu;v. laJyel7 Foa O.ua Direct l10m Manufacturers, they are able to place a S1IPllBIOB QuALITT of Goods in their Ouatomera' hand8 at 

lllUOH LOWBR PRIOR THAN TH08B U8UALLY CHAlltQBD. 
The t.unllt ad ..,.,. Vtlklable Testimonials in the Oounty have been supplied by them In OmQpetition tilt1l ti.e IMdln4J .:8Gu8ee in the Trade. 

· ~ done by Competent Workmen in every Depanment, 
,.A. T Ta lD :M: 0 BT :M: 0 DEB.A.TE 0 El .A. BG :BJ B. 
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KILMJIRNOCK 

(~ND~R NEW MANAGEMENT). 

·~·· 
' . 

Z"HIS Famous old Hostelry' is one of the few 

~ Houses in Ayrshire that· remains unaltered 

since the time of Burns, ta · whioh he 

referred in his "Ordination"-

.. Tllwl aff' tae acbl_.• In a raw, 

To PoUr Divine libation•" 

( Begbie wal tlten landlwtl of tlu I-. fl 

Tourists from all parts visit this Hotel when 

travelling through the "Land of Bums." and there 

fi!f!i ev.ery. 9omf ort. 

Good :Bedttooms and Attendanee. 

. ' 
':) 

Only . Ltiquotts of the Finest ~.uality itept. : , .. 

'' 

l:llRlN.G i.u all its Hrauches caTTi.ed ou at uet-y 

'M.ode.m.te ChaTges. Special DTiues aMauged to BaUoeb.- · .··. 

myle, .Mauch\i.ue, 'l'aTboltou,. AyT, etc .. "; . , ') ~ ~. ''i' 

Telegrams and Letters punctually attend.ad to. 

GAVIN C. STEVENSO~, 
' Ptoprleter • 

18 ...E:,,. ' 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DUKE STREET, K'LMAltNOCK. 
Large Han· Suitable for Excursion or· 'i'oul'ist !»a.Ptles. 

Cotfee Room, Dining Room. 
Commercial, and Larre Private Booms. 

Bllllard, and Smoking Rooms. 
AmPlt Bedroom Accommodation 

Hot and Cold Baths. 

~-·iii ··-·· • t 

Tlzis is the nearest .Hotel to Ille·· Kay Parj and Burns Monument, alfll 
only five minute.f walk from ilze Railway Station. 

T.' MAIR, Proprietor. 

BJC>OT-+ 

+- s:a:o:m 
MANUFACTURERS 

::B'OB 

'l'ROPIC-AL CLllA'l'ES. 
TITCHFIELD FACTORY, KILMARNOCK, 

,scOTLANE>. 
. BBT~~·~», .• EJU.q.T 4 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ANDREW THOMSON, 
. 10 KING STREET, 

KILMARNOCK. 

TRADE 

Proprietor of the Famous · 

"AULD KILLIE BLEND" 

MARK. 
W.80 . 

OLD HIGHLJlND WHISKY. 

O'N SALE AT ALL THE LEADING BARS IN TOWN • 

.Alfenti for J. Ii: R. TENNENT, Wellpark Bl'8wery, Glaalfow. 
20 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Music in th,e House Makea qheeftuJ,_ Happy .Hom88. · 

CAWB£Ll1S 0::~~:.:~:T IIlODEOIS. 
With Organ and Cele~tial Tone, and Chal"ming Bell Aeeompanlments. 

i ... 

I 
i 
i 

T- dST PRIBl!lp. RO ROM.ID 8110ULD BB WITHOUT ORB. 

-A"X)(N 

GRAND ltlW MODa 

Sll&SON 189'1. 

"CHAMPION." 

Brit/ah Patent, 4492, 

flenrtan />«tllflt, 24, 110. 

"e()IY' 

fTIHE Solemn Paalm. tbt Soul.Stfrrin& Hymn, the Cheerful Song, and the Xeny .I. IH.noe, .,.... all be plqed on thESe obann!ng lnetrumenta N • knowledp of ·~.1ir.cit~~1 tle~,f'c~ais~i.u ~~~::a~~~~ seen a llelodeon. we ea• tully couftrm the worth of 1t 8lld ita perfectly genalne character for 6ne tone, elegance, and portability • 
Enormoua Demand. Selllnc In Thoueande. 

100,000 ~:BIS'rl::M:O:N"X.A.LB. 

SPECIAL-OFFERS TO TNE READERS OF "BURNS CHRONICLE." 
The "Gem" Melodeo'n. 8/8. The "Minlatp.N" M:elodeon, 10/8. 'l'he "Paragon" Melod-n, 1~-. The "PaYo111'ite" Melod-n, 18/8. 

Bent Carriage Paid to ang address In Great Britain and Ireland. 
CUT OUT THIS AND SEND WITH OBI>lllB. 

Also t.11& ~ ~~- 1111 the Kingdom of VIOLINS, GUITA111!0 an& m'~~io~-.... :Si1w'T~~~~~:rnT8U=gw:1> I~i~~i:li.:::; DRUMS, ORGAN A.Cl)OUIONS. ¥USICAL BOXB80 an4 all kinda of Jluo!•l IUltntment.. The l{e• AUTo·B.AllP XANDOLI!l'ES Mld ZITHER BAN.JOB, 

BOLD O::N",LY BY 

_pAMPBELL a CO., f18 T.t"On&"ate, Glasg"ow. 
N6'11J fllustrated Price Lists sent free on Application. 100,000 sent out yearly. 

"Fair fa' your honest, sonsy face.,, 

IS THE BJailT. 
There are none like them ft>r QC:itality, 

Flavour,. and E'asy Diae-sttoh~ 
.. ·JMI: .A..D E .A. N" Y & J: Z E. 

PAR'l'1CUJu:aes ~ D 
PROM· ..-::Le • 

, • .. • GlasgQ.W sausage Wotr~' • • <· 

NORTH woonsm• ROAD, GLASGOW. 
2I 

.. ,1 
·• 

,,,,, 

'I 

''ii .. 
-~ 

1: 
;: 
:~ 

-,~~ 

~·~ 
:i 

'" " '-•i' 

.f. .. .,, ,, 
j 

·0 .:l 
·! 

I 11 
' .. 1 

-~ 
' .;, 

' 
" ·'• '! 

i! 
' 
" ·I 
~I 

, ·I~ 

' -~ '~ 
' f" 

"' ~ 
,,1 
·ti 

J 
"' 
"~ 

i 
v' 
i.~ 
·l 
•J 
" '· 



. . . . 

",' . . . . 
SOLE PROPRIETORS-

OSWALD STREET, -

GLASGo·w. ' ''. 
22 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

. IOB£RT lltlCOAT & SHI, 
, 39 STOCJtWEI.til ST~EET, 

GLJISGOW, 

sootcn wnistu waronants ana Bienaers. 

AS SOLD AT BARS AT 

International Exhibition; Glasgow, 188S. 
·International Exhibition, Paris, 1889. 

. ·. 
. · "International Exhibition, Edinbur-gh, ·tsoo. 

... 
OBT.AIJIBD HIGHBST .AW.ARDS .AT 

Intemational Exhibitions, Melbourne, · 
1880 and. 1889 . 

. llal'e (J{rf ~lfJUtUI' 7llA161A~ . 
As SUPJ>lled to ~er Majesty the Qll;~l\o ·~. 

. 11 ~· 

'ffi~tl}u$el~h,' 'Jochey Club,' 
And other well·kr!own Blends. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS • 

.RWJIRDED GOLD WIEDJIL, 1886. 

OFFICE AND BONDED WAREHOUSE, - ID to 20 OSWALD STREET. 

LANG BROTHERS, LTD. 

TAM O' SHANTER SCOTCH WHISKY, 
AWARDBD PRIZB MBD.AL, . 1886. 



ADVJ!lR.TJSEMltNTS, 

THE .U.NION 
.. , 

' . CAFE AND RESTAURANT 
' . 

·ios Union street, 

c? GuASGOW. 

., CENTRAL. 

COMFORTABLE. 

. ·' 

'-i 
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. ~ 
" . '. ,, 
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. '\?\!"ELL""SERVED.. '.) 
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W~ .,,,~ ·HUN.T.£R~ Prollrletor. 
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IORTH BRITISH STATION HOTEL)-".! 
" , , ~ 

(.Late "THE GEORGE" and "THE QUEEN'S").. . 
Opposite atty Chamber& and General Poat om.ce, '• . 

GEORGE SQUARE eH:QJ!~~81), GLASGOW.' :.~ 
t: 

Tll9 BEST and MOST CONVENIENTLY SITUATED. 

Most Pentral ana Oldest Established First Olass Hotel in the City of Glasgow.· ~:; 
The Hotel (in which there is the most :perfect accommodation') ' 

adjoins the Queen· .Street .Station of the North Briti8k 
Railway Company, from which arrive and depart 

The .St. Andrews, Aberdeen, Dundee. and Inverness Trains· via 
the celebrated Forth and Tay Bridges; · 

'l'he Fort-William and Intermediate Traina via the West Higl).Un:i.a ', . Railway; , · , · · ··: 
The London Traina via the Favourite East Coast Route; and , , 
'l'he Trains i:n connection with all the Favourite Tou.ra, includiilg 

the Loch L.omond, Loch Katrine, Trossacha, and Aberfoyl&, ~ 
Toure. 

CARS AND 'BUSES TO ALL PARTS OF THE CITY. 
- t, 

I . 
&.-olal au.ntton baa been lllYea to Ole Sanitary .Anan.rem-ta, 

wblcb are perfect. • ' '. 

THE BUFFET AND RESTAURANT ADJOIN THE STATION. 

LUNCHEON AND DINNER BASKETS SUPPLIEQ.r'.< 

J. :FftlT% RUPRREC~T, PF.WN"19"'t• ; 
.~ ........... Md.,..._11 t»GMF0'"1' ·a~.' Teleph ... ,'Wo.'SS~l . 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ROYAL ItESTAUitANT, 
' ' ~ ' r ' 

8 CHURCH PI.ACE, 

.*DUMFRIES•' 
(OPPO~ITlll BURRS S'l'..&TUB.) 

• 
·Suitable. for ·Commercial T.ravell~rs and Visitors. 

Open Daily from 8 a..m. till 7 p.m. 

J t ~om-prises JJa.ndsome Buffet, Resta.ttra.nt, "' 

,.,. "' a.nc:l 1)ining Sa.loon, also Smolting Room. 

W'tSll Ample Lava.tory Acoommoda.tioD, fitted on moat approved llDea. 

••••.•...................• 

BREAKFASTS, LUNCHEONS, DINNERS, and TEAS. 

Also Light Refreshments for Ladies 8hoppinf1.· 

. FETES, WEDDING BREAKFASTS, BALL SUPPERS, ~ 

~ AND PUBLIC BANQUETS CATERED FOR. 

THIS IS .A FULLY-LICE:NSED BBSTAUB.A:NT. 

····················~ 

·~· R. OqGHTON, ~ 
PROPRIETOR. 
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AGENT FOR 

.. CHARLES BLAIR, 
CRAIGWELL BREWERY, EDDJBURGH; 

GEORGE DALRYMPLE & co~,.t~t 
I 

• , HOM. BREWERY, GuS&oW. ·: :;~ 
·:,~ 

.~-~~·--=-·'---~--.....--.-~~~---,.--...,..._-=--- ':'1 
r ! ~ 

1 ~·· 

M.ITCKiiLL ... co., l.lmlted,,.··,~ 

OLD IRISH WHISKY, 
; '_ ·~ 

.· ~- BELFA'S·T-~'::) 

~· ~·~Nl.JU~Noe~. ~ . ' 

,, , r 
- \' 

OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY. . "\, 

BYD.NEY, MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE, PARIS, 
DUNEDIN, KUii.BERLEY. 

I 

JAMAIOA, '' . 
'' 

f.:~· J ' ' :-~-! ./ ,:; 

CARDOW DISTILLERY, SPEYSIDE~ ANNANDALE DISTILLERY, Mou .. ;:'. 
-:: 



TELEPHONE No. 4080; ..... 

'CHARLES WATSON, 
vG')(WINE MERCHANT~-

,, 205 WEST GEORGE STREET, 

CLASGOW. 

,. ' -.... PR<>PRIETOR OF TH-E FAMED _....: 

~: ." TALi s MAN H 'WHISKY. 
·~ .. 

Ji'AC-S/Jll/Lll OP LABJl~ 

... 

!:. · .. .... 

CHARLES WATSON, 
GLASGOW. 
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Telephone Nos.
OFFICE, 686; BREWERY, 3281. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Telegraphic Address-
" MACLACHLAN, GLASGOW." 

THE CELEBRATED 

To be had at the Principal Bars throughout the Cliy. 

THE CELEBRATED 

''CASTLE" PALE ALES. 
ALWAYS IN BRILLIANT CONDITION. 

CASTLE BREWERY, 
I- .. .. 
::::> OI 0 

rt-

0 
., )> 

1 CD 

= I- IQ, (./) '!:I rt-
i:I =- -i en GI CD a = - r a = :: 1111, tr1 '1.l 0 .... LIJ ..... 0 Ro 17.1 GI ::: 

-l 
~ .... 
:>. = ~ (./) I- - .;;: . .c: 

-i 'QI 0 (/J - ., = ~ 0 <( ... 
= c (.) ~ 

- .., -
IARYHILL I a. a J~iWA'c~cHLAN. I GLASGOW 

Town Office-23, 25, and 27 ST. ENOCH SQUARE. 
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"joHN HORN 
LETTERPRESS PRINTER, 

-~34 H'OWARD ST.REET~ 
(ST. ENOCH SQUARE), 

_.__~ GL.RSG'OW. 

~ailway,. Steamboat, and Insutranee Plfintetr, 

Ltitbogiraphetr and .Stationeir. 

Cfc:irds, Giroula.rs, ])ros'1Jeot1Z1•s, ~ 

e_0 '!;c:impAZ.te; J'llc:igaziiws, 'J)oettrs, &c., · 

e:1eeou~ i.oitli. .JfetJ,J;:neaa .a.4 '!;:tem'lft;i.tTzde. 
. I ' - -

• 

SPECIAL ATIENTION IS GIVEN TO THE PRODUCTION OF ALL KINDS or ~ - ~ .. ' ., ' '... .M-: ~ .... < : 

CoM:Mt:.!lc1AL AND GENslt.u: WOR.K, WITH AMPLE / FACILmES 

(INCLUDING TH& LA.TEST IMPROVEMENTS IN TYPE AND. MACHINERY) 

FOR THB -SPBEDY EXECUTION OF WHATEVER JS ,ENTRUH'D. 

-- : j~ ' ' -; ' 
Telep.._ Reo'-*8. · ··: 
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.-\DVERTISEMENTS . 

. . GILMOUR & SMITH'S 
JAMS, JELLIES, 

.A.ND 

JYl AR JYl ALAJ:> ES~ 
Are the Best in the Market. 

Telephone No. 7& 
. . . . . :!: 
Telecram•-

'"Pre9erve9," Kilmarnock. TRADE MAR" 

. . . . . -· . . . . . 
quR:~ I ~ "'40N UMKN'V 

Jfla.de from tli~ (jrinest (jrruit c:tnd "/)u;,re (Sane Su;,ga.l'. 

HIGHEST HONOUR FOR HOME-MADE MARMALADE 

AT EDINBURGH EXHIBITION, 1886. 

-------::::YE-· 

Gl.ENCAIRN PRESERVE wo:R;K'.S, 

--~-----"-->K~-------

G LASGO W OFFICE, · - 21 COLLEGE STREET. 

AGENTS IN All IMPOR?'"ANT TOWNS. 
32 . 
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A--i, ',.RODERICK 

-OLD 1IIGHLAND WHISKYJ ;;t 
THE MOST POPULAR WHISKY OF THE DAY. 

+ttt+ttttttttt - -· -·--·--·--·--·-· . ·--· ·--,-
THE 

Cream 
OF 

SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

-LLLLLLLLLLLLLt 

THE 

Cream 
OF 

SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED WHEREVER EXHIBITED. 

Messrs. WRIGHT & GREIG (Limited), GLAscow, LONDON, and 

MANCHESTER, Sole Proprietors of this Celebrated Brand, have every 

-confidence in recommending it to the Trade as one of the Finest Whiskies 

in the Market. They bottle this Old Whisky in bond for exportation. 

IMPORTANT TESTIMONIAL~FROM DR. ABBOTTS. 

49 WEYMOUTH STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W., 

26th August, 1887. 

I HAVE for several years past recommended the "Roderick Dhu" Whisky to ·all my 

patients requiring a sound, pure, and wholesome stimulant ; and it only needs to be 

better known to ensure its adoption in preference to any other spirit for the use ot 

nvalids and others. 
WM. ABBOTTS, M. D., 

Member of the .Royal College of Physicians, London; 

Editor, " DIET ; " 

Physician to the JV!etropolitan Free Hospital, 

The North London Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, 

The City Dispensary, the Finsbury Dispensary, &c. 
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JOHN w ALKER_ & SONS, Ltd 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OLD HIGPLDJD WHISIY . 

HIGHEST AWARDS-

SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE, PARIS, 

JAMAICA, DUNEDIN, KIMBERLEY. 

SOLE PROPRIETORS-

CARDOW DISTILLERY, STRATHSPEY;, 

ANNANDALE DISTILLERY, ANNAN; 

KILMARNOCK; and LEADENHALL HOUSE, LONDON, E.C. 

, .. 


