
  

 

www.rbwf.org.uk 

1905 

The digital conversion of this  

Burns Chronicle was sponsored 

by Irvine Burns Club  

The digital conversion service was provided by DDSR Document Scanning 
by permission of the Robert Burns World Federation Limited to whom all 
Copyright title belongs. 

www.DDSR.com 

Limited Robert Burns World Federation 

Limited 



ANNUAL 

~urns tlir~nief e 

(INSTITUTED 4TH SEPTEMBER, 1891.) 

Edited by D. M'NAUGHT, Kilmaurs. 

No. XIV. Price : 

January, 1905. One Shilling & Sixpence 

PUBLISHED BY THE BURNS FEDERATION, KILMARNOCK. 

PRINTED BY J. M. MUNRO, LIMITED, 123 IlOPE STREET, GLASGOW. 

The rig!tts of translation and reproduction are nserved. 



"ONE SIP of this will bathe the drooping 
spirits in delight beyond the bliss of dreams. 

Be w ise and taste " 

" 0..-u:ed clc'°~~-te," 
SPECIALITY IN WHISKY. 

As Supplied to the Britislt Ro11a/ Col/lmisrion, Victoria House, Chica.~o . 

Leading Clubs, Hotels, and Wine Merchants at home and abroad. 

COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, CHICAGO, 1893. 

lSTERNATIONALEXUIBTTION, GLASGOW, 1888 

As a Scotch Whisky there is h" --.e finer than 
"Auld Scottie," made from u;- nurest 
selected material, and blended with t:}e 
greatest of care. ~- . 

Invalids requiring a genu ine stimulant 
will find in "Auld Scottie" Whisky one 
of the purest form. For medicinal purposes 
it equals very old Brandy. 

T he "LANCET" says- " This Whisky con
tains 41·75 µer cent. of absolute alcohol, equal 
to 86·28 µer cent. of µroof spirit. The residue, 
dried at 100° C., amounts to 0·25 per cent. 
It is a well-matured and excellent whisky." 

No Higher Medical Testimony is 
enjoyed by any Brand. 

As a guarant~of ijie contents, every bottle · 
is enveloped in wire and bears the Proprietor's 
seal in lead, without which none are genuine. 

THUS 

first JI ward at World's Fair, Clticago, frYr Purity of Quality, SuperirYr 
Excell1,nr:e, Melluwness of Flavour, and Highest Standard of Merit. 

Registered Proprietor: 

JAMES MENZIES, GLASGOW, 
Offices and Stores-68 BATH STREET, 

onded Stores-No. 7 EXCISE WAREHOUSE, GLASGOW. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Glasgow & South-Western Railway. 
SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND. 

7.::HF. GLASGOW AND SOUTH.WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY gives a 
~ Direct Route between Scotland and England, connecting at 

Carlisle with the Midland Railway, the principal termini being 
St. Enoch, Glasgow, and St. Pancras, London ; and a Full and 
Expeditious Service is 15iven between Glasgow, Paisley, Greenock, Ayr, 
Ardrossan, Kilmarnock, Dumfries, &c., and Liverpool, Manchester, Bradford, 
Leeds, Sheffield, Bristol, Bath, Birmingham, London, &c. 

DINING CARS (First and Third Class) by the Morning and Afternoon 
Expresses, and SLEEPING CARS by the Night Expresses, in each direc
tion, between GLARGOW (St. Enoch) and LONDON (St. Pancras). 

New and Improved CORRIDOR CARRIAGES with Lava
tory Accommodation by all the trains. 

Passengers between Scotland and England by this, the most Picturesque 
Route, pass through the heart of the Burns Country, and holders of Tourist 
Tickets to and from Glasgow, or North thereof, are allowed to travel via Ayr 
(Burns's Birthplace). Tickets are also valid for break of journey at Dumfries 
(Burns's Burial·place). 

CLYDE WATERING PLACES. 
The Glasgow and South-Western Line to Princes Pier Station, Greenock, is 

the most convenient for visitors to the Watering Places on the Firth of Clyde and 
Western Hii:hlands and the Islands of Scotland, to and from which places regular 
connections are maintained by the Compan:r's magnificent Fleet of Steamers, 
"Gleu Sannox," "Juno," ",Jupiter,'' " Mars," " l\iercury,'' "Neptune," 
"Minerva," "Glen Rosa," "Vulcan,'' and "Vicerpy," as also by the "Columbia," 
"Lord of the Isles," "Isle of Arran," Turbine Steamers "Queen Alexandra," 
and " King Edward," &c. 

All Passengers' Luggage is removed from the Trains to the Steamers, and 
vice ve·rsa, free of charge, by a special staff of attendants provided by the Company. 

Passengers holding Through Tickets to or from England have the option of 
visiting Glasgow en route. 

ISLE OF ARRAN, MILLPORT, & CAMPBELTOWN. 
The most direct and expeditious route to the far-famed Island of Arran 

is by the Company's new Swift Paddle Steamer, "Glen Sannox," via Ardrossan; 
and to Millport, Campbeltown, &c., 11ia Fairlie, where the Company's Trains run 
alongside the Steamers. 

AYRSHIRE COAST and the LANDO' BURNS. 
Passengers desirous of visiting the Ayrshire Coast Towns and places on the 

Company's Line, which are full of assolliations of the Poet Burns, and famous in 
history and romance, will find that the Company provide an excellent service of 
Express Trains from Glasgow and Paisley, composed of carriages of the most 
modern type, to Kilwinning, Stevenston, Saltcoats, Ardrossan, West Kilbride, 
Fairlie, Largs, Irvine, Troon, Prestwick, and Ayr, all of which places can be 
reached within the hour. There is also a service of Fast Train!! to Maybole, 
Girvan, Pi nm ore, Pinwherry, Barrhill, New Luce, and Stranraer. From Stranraer 
Steambnat connections are formed to Ireland via Larue, the open sea passage 
being only 80 minutes. 

FAMOUS GOLFING LINKS.-GOLFERS will find Links of the 
highest order at Bridge of Weir, Kilmalcolm, Johnstone, Stevenston, West 
Kilbride, Largs, Bogsi<le, Gailes, Barassie, Troon, Prestwick, and Turnberry 
(Girvan). For descriptive notes of the various Links served by the Company's 
Trains, see the Guide to the Golfing Resorts issued by the Company free of charge. 

HOTELS.-The Company have Hotels at Glasgow (St. Enoch), Ayr, 
and Dumfries, under their own management. These Hotels will be foJJnd 
replete with all modern conveniences and comforts. Excellent cuisine and a 
moderate tariff existing throughout. 

DAVID COOPER, General Manacer. 
GL.HGOW, 1905. 
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LECKIE, <iR11H11M, & Co., 
Established 

1849. 
The Oldest Highland Accoutrement 
?ilanufacturers in Glasgow. 

Every requisite for the Highland Dress. 
Kilts, Doublets, Plaids, made to order. 

Spor1·an lllanufacturers to all H.111. Hiyhland Li1'e 
li. egiments. 

Large, choice, and varied stock of 
Highland Dress Accoutrements, 

Original in design, perfect in workmanship. 

Illustrated Price List "In the Garb of Old Gaul," poRt 
free on a1,plication. 

PORTMANTEAUS.: 

BAGS. TRUNKS. 

All Travelling 

Requisites . .. 

8addlery, Harn ess, and 

every Stable Requisite. 

LECKIE, GRAHAM, & Co., 
89 Renfield StPeet, GLASGOW. 
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CALEDONIAN RAILWAY~ 

THE CLYDE RESORTS. 

THE quicke't and most popular routes to CLYDE WATERING PLACES 
and ISLAND OF ARRAN are uia Gourock, uia Wemyss Bay, 

and uia Ardrossan. Fast Express Trains from Glasgow (Central), in 

direct connection with Trains from London (Euston), Liverpool, Manchester, 

Edinburgh (Princes Street), &c., &c., run on t1> Pier alongside Steamers. 

Special Trains during the Season in direct connection with R. M. S. 

"CoLU.MBA," "LORD OF THE IsLii:s," and Turbine Steamers "KING EDWARD" 

and " QUEEN ALEXANDRA." 

..................... . 
EDINBURGH, &c. and A YR uia MUIRKIRK. 

An excellent service of Trains with Through Carriages is in operation 

between Edinburgh (Princes Street), and other stations on the Caledonian 

Railway, and Ayr and other Ayrshire Towns via Muirki.tk. 

An Express Service of Trains is run from and to Edinburgh (Princes 

Street), Glasgow (Central) or (Buchanan Street), to and from all the important 

Towns and centres of Scotland, including Dumfries, Moffat, Peebles, Lanark, 

Motherwell, Hamilton, Stirling, Bridge of Allan, Dunbla.ne, Callander, Ohan, 

Ballachulish, Fort William, Crieff, Comrie, St. Fillans, Perth, Dundee, Forfar, 

Arbroath, Montrose, Brechin, Edzell, Aberdeen, Inverness, &c., &c. 

For Programmes and Tour Guides apply to Mr G. OALTHROP, 
General Superintendent, Caledonian Railway, 302 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 

The Central Station Hotel, Glasgow, and :New Princes Street Station 

Hotel, Edinburgh, which are considered the foremost in the country, are 

under the management of the Company. 

Accommodation can be wired for from any of the Company's Stations 

free of charge. Access from the Station Platforms. 

R. MILLAR, General Manaa-er. 

GLASGOW, 1905 
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C. & S.-W. Ry. HOTELS. 
GLASGOW 

ST. ENOCH HOTEL. 
New Lounge. 
Passenger Lift. 

Electric Light. 

Good Cooking. 

Bedroom- Single, from 4s ; Double, 

from 6s 6d. 

Table d'Hote Service-Breakfast, 3 /-; Luncheon, 2/6 ; Dinner. 5/
(Available for visitors not residing in the Hotel), 

RESTAURANT and GRILL ROOM on Ground F loor open from 12 noon to 9 p.m. Entrance 
from St. Enoch Station through Hotel Hall, or from North Drive. 

AYR 

STATION HOTEL. 
Convenient jor

Burns's Cottage (Birthplace). 
Burns's llfonument. .tluld .tllloway Kirk. 

Brig o' D oon. Fine Aloto1·ing D istrict. 

Electric Light. New Lift, Re-decorated. New Lounge. Good Cooking. 

TABLE d'HOTE--Luncheon, 12.30 to 2.30 p.m., 2s 6d, 

Special Week-end Hotel and Rail (rst Class) Coupons, Glasgow and Ayr ... 25s. 

DUMFRIES 

STATION HOTEL. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT. GOOD COOKING. 

Convenient for 

Lovely Firth of Solway, &c. 

Golf. Fishing. Shootinq. Boating. 

Fine Country for Motor and Cycle tours. 

Convenient for Travellers desiring to break their journey between England and the North of Scot· 
land and Ireland, via Stranraer (the shortest sea passage). 

BEDROOM- Single , from 3 8 6d ; Double, from 6 8 6d. 

Special Week-end Hotel and Rail (lst Class) Coupons, Glasgow and Dnmfries, 30s. 

For descript ive Tariff free, apply 

Chief Office- J. H. THOMAS, Manacer, 
ST. ENocn HOTEL, GLASGOW. G. & S.-W. Ry. Hotels. 
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KILMARNOCK. 
> .... ( 

THIS FIRST-CLASS, OLD-ESTABLISHED, AND WELL-KNOWN 

FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL HOTEL IS NOW 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. 

Commercial Room. 11:==;:;;:::;;:::;;~===-

Smoking Room. 

WELL-FURNISHED, COMFORTABLE, AND 
ENTIRELY RE-DEOORATED. 

WITHIN TWO MINUTES OF THE RAILWAY .STATION. 

For over 60 Years the Kilmarnock Burns Club 
• 

has held its Meetings in this Hotel. 

Headquarters of th.e BURNS FEDERATION. 
GEORGE ALEX. BELL, 

Propnetor 
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ESTABLISHED 1760. 

WILLIAM WALLACE & CO., 
~ KILMARNOCK, 

DISTILLERS' AGENTS, AND BLENDERS 

OF HIGHLAND WHISKIES. 

fr CENTURY AND A QUARTER'S experience has enabled the 

firm to acquire a special knowledge of SCOTCH WHISKIES, 

and the adaptability of the various qualities for blending, so as to 

produce a mild-flavoured and Delicious Whisky. 

PROPRIE10RS OF THE FAMED 

"REAL MACKAY WHISKY.H 
In Bulk and Cases, for Home and Export Trade. 

SAMPLES AND PRICES ON APPLICATION. 

Excise Bonded Warehouses: 7t TICHFIELD STREET. 

Office: 56 PORTLAND STREET, KILMARNOCK. 
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PREFACE. 

THE increasing interest taken in the Chroni'cle year by year, 

as evidenced by the number of original articles sent in and kindly 

suggestions offered, is both encouraging and prophetic of the 

future. 

So great has been the pressure on our space this year that 

several valuable contributions have been held over, notwith

standing extension by nearly another sheet. 

We again thank all who have so generously assisted us in the 

work, and trust the results of our editorial labours will merit a 

continuance of their counsel and support. 

D. M'NAUGHT. 

BEN RIG, 

KILMAUR•, I6tk December, I904. 



A SKETCH OF SCOTTISH LITERATURE 

FROM THE EARLIEST TI MES. 

CHAPTER II. 

EIGHT EE NT H CENT UR Y. 

I N the commencement of the preceding chapter, the names 
of Hutcheson, Baxter, and David Hume, were briefly 

noticed in connection with Scottish Philosophy, and the name 

Henry Home, 
Lord Karnes, 

1696-1782. 

most appropriate to resume the thread of con
nection is that of Henry Home, afterwards 
Lord Karnes. By profession, he was a lawyer, 
and one of David Hu:i1e's early correspondents, 

as well as the confidant of his younger friend in his literary hopes 
and fears, before he had ventured to appeal to the sentiment :ind 
intellect of the public. Since the days of Lord Karnes, the 
profession of the law has done much for literature in Scotland, as 
well as in England ; but no such claim could be made for the 
profession in remoter times, and Lord Karnes did more for the 
promotion of philosophy and belles lettres in Scotland than all the 
men in connection with the profession of the law tor quite a 
century previously. Hume was not only greatly indebted to him, 
but he encouraged Adam Smith to deliver a course of lectures 
on English literature, and on one occasion, when Adam Smith 
was being congratulated on the number of able writers whom 
Scotland had produced, he generously replied-" We must eve1y 
one of us acknowledge Karnes for our master." Henry Home 
was born at Karnes i11 Berwickshire i:i 1696; his father was a 
country gentleman, and his mother was a grand-daughter to 
Robert Baillie, who was at one time Principal of the Glasgow 
1) niversityi and tht: Bailiit;: who figured in Carlyle's !lfisc~llanies, 
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Young Home was a for some time under a private tutor in his 
father's house, but never went to college or university, and, there
fore, he was to a large extent self-educated, and his learning 
appears to have been acquired only after long and persistent 
application. Before he had mastered Latin, he had reached full 
manhood, when he studied with great diligence in order that he 
might acquire a correct knowledge of civil law. For some time he 
was a Writer to the Signet, ,which was at that time regarded as a 
necessary and proper education for gentlemen of moderate fortune 
who were anxious to secure a knowledge of the structure of deeds, 
and of the forms of process before the Court of Session. Animated 
by an ambition for the higher prizes of the profession, he deter
mined to be an advocate, and after struggling hard to revair the 
defects of his early education, he was called to the bar in 1724. 
One of his contemporaries said of him that "he showed that a 
spirited young man, fond of society, was capable of poring over 
dull law-books with all the industry of a Dutchman and the ardour 

of a poet."* 
The devotion which subsequently distinguished the course 

of his study proved to be of the greatest advantage to him in his 
practice at the bar. Even though there was much to distract 
the intellectual life of the times, by the unsettled condition of 
political affairs prior to the Rebellion of 1745, he had risen to 
great distinction as an authority on law, and when he was 
promoted to the Bench in 1752, the estimation the public h~d 
tormed of his abilities was exceedingly high. Nor can it be said 
that the hopes and expectations of his friends were wholly 
disappointed with respect to his great talents, and yet it must be 
adn1itted that their susceptibilities were sometimes shocked by 
his unguarded and reckless speech. Though generous and sym
pathetic in the main, in trials of life and death he sometimes 
lowered the majesty of justice by the levity and harshness of his 
expressions. It was said of him, for example, and on the 
authority of Lord Cockburn, that when a verdict of murder was 

• s,ot!and and Scotsmen in the Eighteenth Century, p. 183, 
Vo!, I. John Ramsay, Ochtertyre. -
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returned against Matthew Hay, with whom his lordship used to 
play a game of chess, and from whom he had frequently to accept 
defeat, he exclaimed with unwarrantable levity--" That's check
mate to you, Matthew." During the more leisurely period of 
his life, he divided his energies between law and philosophy, 
and was equally noted for his amiability, his conversational 
powers, and his public spirit. In addition to being an 
authority on law and philosophy, he became a recognised 
authority on agriculti.:re, which he carried out in a practical 
manner at Blair Drummond, in Perthshire. On Scottish law, 
Home was one of the best authorities of his time, and had a 
grasp of jurisprudence few could claim. The Scottish system of 
law, and its administration, is more nearly allied with the 
jurisprudence of the Continent than that of England, and he well 
understood the points of difference in the two countries. 
Notwithstanding his many duties as an advocate and on the 
Bench, Henry Home found time to write on a variety of subjects, 
which he never failed to treat in an ingenious and interesting 
fashion. In 17 5 1 he published Essays on the Principles of 
llforality and Natural Religion, An Introduction to the Art of 
Thinking (1761), Elements of Criticism (1762), and_ 
Sketches of the History of Man (1761). The first work 
mentioned is doubtless the most important, and was intended as 
an answer to the scepticism of David Hume as is made 
evident in the second part of the essay; but, notwithstanding 
this, Lord Karnes' work was condemned by a general resolution 
in the Assembly, and a complaint was lodged against the publi
cation of the essays. It did not result in any proceedings by the 
Assembly however, for the reason that the Rev. George Anderson, 
who led the heresy hunt, died a few days before the meeting of 
Presbytery at which the case was to be heard. Broadly speaking, 
it may be alleged that Home did not bring to light anything new 
or original in philosophy; but, though not entitled to the claim 
of originality, he was an ingenious and suggestive writer, and 
indicated in an intelligent manner the path Scottish philosophy 
was to follow. In Home's idea, the argument a priori for the 



existence of God was unsatisfactory, and his bias was di'5tinctly in 
favour of de5ign, which was subsequently bandied with so much 
elaboration by Paley. It will be remembered that David Hume, 
with that courage for which he was so conspicuous, frankly 
admitted that natural feelings were at variance with the results of 
his sceptical system, and this was the breach in his armour which 
Home attacked. In this coup d'atat, Home had the support of 
the Common Sense philosophers who succeeded him. Thomas 
Reid, the first of them, was at this very time thinking out his 
Essays on the Inte/lectuai Powers, which were destined to 
exercise so great an influence on Scottish philosophy, especially 
on its metaphysical side. In these essays, too, he was quit:tly 
developing the principles of Common Sense, which had been so 
well foreshadowed in Home's Principles of Morality and Natutal 
Relil{ion upwards of thirty years before. 

In the same philosophical atmosphere comes Adam 
Smith, who, though not so great a personality as Lord 

Karnes, left a more definite mark, not 
Adam Smith, only on the science and philosophy of 

1724-1790. 
the century in which he lived, but on 

that of the subsequent century. It is on science, rather 
than on abstract philosophy, that his influence has left a per
manent mark especially on its economic side. Ever since 
his own day, the author of The Wealtli of i\ations has been 
a name to conjure with, even among those who have not had the 
penetration and industry to make themselves acquainted with the 
merest outline of his great work. Adam Smith was born June 
5th, 1723, in Kirkcaldy, Fifeshire. His father died in the same 
year his son was born; he had been private secretary to the Earl 
of Loudon, but was subsequently comptroller of the customs at 
the port of Kirkcaldy ; his mother was the daughter of a small 
Fifeshire farmer, who had the traditional enthusiasm for education 
which has so long characterised the lower and middle classes in 
Scotland. Hence she took a great interest in the education of 
her son, of whose subsequent achievements she was deservedly 
proud. From beginning to end his life was uneVUJtful, except 



for the one incident that he was stolen by gypsies when three 

years of age, which caused his mother much distress ; he was, 

however, rescued by his uncle, who traced the gypsies to a 

neighbouring wood, thus preserving Adam Smith for the discharge 

of those services which have proved of so much benefit, not only 

to the nation, but to the world at large. After receiving the 

usual burgh school education, he was sent to tbe Ur>ivers1ty of 

Glasgow in 17 37, at the age of fourteen, and being a diligent 

student, the Professor gave him a small scholarship which took 

him to Balliol College, Oxford, in 1740, where he remained for 

seven years. While at Oxford, he made th:! best of the culture 

and experience within his reach, the result of which was he made 

himself master of the subtleties of the English language, which he 

wrote and spoke with purity and taste, an accomplishment by no 

means general among Scotsmen of his day. Inde~d, even amo?g 

the Oxford men of that day, he was regarded as a man of large 

acquirements and singular independence, which means much, 

especially at a time when the north country student was frequently 

the object of prejudice and disfavour. After leaving Oxford, he 

returned to Kirkcaldy and lived with his mother, employing his 

time in quiet study. In 1748, soon after his return to Scotland, 

he delivered a course of lectures in Edinburgh on the subject of 

English literature, which were regarded as models of composition, 

and secured him a welcome reception from the men of that day 

who were the leaders of taste and literature. Among these were 

David Hume, Dr Hugh Blair, John Home, Lord Hailes, and 

Principal Robertson. In 17 5 r he was given the Chair of Logic 

in the University of Glasgow, and in the following year that of 

Moral Philosophy, which had been previously held by Craigie, 

who was the immediate successor of Hutcheson. No college in 

Scotland had attained so great a distinction as that of Glasgow at 

the time Hutcheson and Craigie were connected with it, and the 

author of the Wealth of Nations added to rather than diminished 

its reputation both in Scotland and England. " He was at great 

pains," says Laird Ram~ay, "to discover the seeds of genius, and, 

therefore, when he met with acute, studious young men, he invited 



them to bis house, that from the turn of their conversation he 
might discover the beats and extent of their faculties."* In 17 59 
Adam Smith published his Theory of Moral Sentiments, the 
leading idea of which was that the mental emotions could all be 
assigned to one source, that of sympathy ; but the general opinion 
is that the force and charm of the Theory of Moral Sentiments is 
not contained so much in the central idea as in its incidental 
discussions and illustrations. With the later editions of the 
Theory of Moral .Sentiments, he published his Dissertation on the 
On~in of Languages. In their own day both works had a great 
reputation and were instrumental in preparing the way for the 
reception of the Wealth of Nations, the work by which the author 
is particularly remembered at the present day. In 1762 the 
Glasgow University gave him the degree or Doctor of Laws, and 
in the following year he was appointed travelling tutor to the 
young Duke of Buccleuch, an experience which vastly increased 
his knowledge of the world. With his young pupil he remained 
nearly a year in Paris, where he made the acquaintance of 
the noted French philosophers, among whom were Voltaire, 
Quesnay, Necker, and Turgot, the latter of whom exercised con
siderable influence on his economic studies, being the leading 
French economist of his day. Indeed, it has been claimed by 
some of Turgot's admirers that the Wealth of Nations was little 
more than an expansion of Turgot's Reflections sur la Formation 
et la Distribution des RichfSses. There is, however, little or no 
authority for such a claim. Turgot's essay was first in the field, 
it is true, but it only extended to about eighty printed pages 
octavo, and no one would have discountenanced such a claim 
more than Turgot himself. The coincidence between some of 
the principles of Adam Smith and the tenets of the French 
economist are striking enough, and could scarcely fail to assist 
him in systemising his economic speculations,t but long before 
he had any contact with the French ecor1omist at all, many of the 
principles of his political economy were published through the 

* Scotland and Scctsmen in tke Ez'gkteentk Century, p. 463, Vo!. I. 
t See Life of Tun;ot, by W. Walker Stephens, p. 59-61. 
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medium of his lectures at Glasgow. Moreover, Turgot's 
Reflections mainly consisted of a series of propositions embodying 
the principles of Quesnay'o system, and was instigated by the 
depressed and miserable condition of his country inducing him to 
revolt against the economic policy responsible for it. Taking all 
the circumstances of the case into consideration, the Reflections 
could scarcely be called a treatise, and was not so much a work 
of research as a work of exposition. Indeed, it was originally 
written for the instruction of two Chinese youths then pursuing 
their studies in Paris, therefore, there is little in it of the character 
of a treatise ; but as an exposition to accomplish the object for 
which it was intended, nothing could be more terse and masterly. 
If there was any living man to whose writings and influence Adam 
Smith was indebted for the leading principles of his great work, 
it was David Hume, who took for the basis of moral distinctions 
the social sympathies of mankind, and their interdependent 
political relationship. Burne's influence, however, is most 
apparent in Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments, which was more 
abstractly philosophic;al than the Wealth of Nati?ns, and yet he 
dici nut slavishly follow Hume. inasmuch as he attached far less 
importance to utility in its narrower philosophical sense. At the 
same time, the underlying principles of the Wealth of Nations ha<l 

for its ulterior object the greatest happiness of the greatest 
number. In his search after truth, Adam Smith was indifferent 
to popular opinion, neither did he allow himself to be much 
hampered by current beliefs ; thus a strong sympathy sprung up 
bdween him and David Hume. In fact, his admiration for all 
that Hume said or wrote gave great offence to many of his friends, 
especially those of a narrow orthodoxy, who judged all questions 
through the medium of their theolo5ical teachers. Under such 
circumstances one can readily imagine what a shock it would be 
to such people when Adam Smith publicly declared that " he had 
always considered Mr Hume, both in his lifetime and since his 
death, as approaching as nearly to the idea of a perfect wise and 
virtuous man as pe,rhaps the nature of human frailty would 
permit," Th1; Wealth of Nations, in common with other great 
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epoch-making books, has not escaped criticism even of a malig
nant and carping character. For instance, it has been frequently 
alleged that The Wealth of .... Vations is not original, that it 
is unsystematic, and its nomenclature is not exact. Let those 

· who are in danger of attaching undue importance to snch 
statements remember that the author was not arranging the results 
of established knowledge, but· putting down existing structures, 
and dispersing errors which had been the accretion of generations 
of ignorance and prejudice. As Quesnay and Turgot exposed the 
ignorance of French politicians by elucidating a newer and 
sounder system of economics, so did Adam Smith expose to view 
many of the false conceptions which existed in Great Britain on 
the subject of political economy. 

With Thomas Reid, Adam Smith's succes~or, there came 
the period of reaction in the school of Scottish philosophy which 

was an advantage to it for the time being. 
Thomas Reid, inasmuch as it gave to it a constructive and 

1710-1796. 
positive element. The first period was that of 

scepticism, in "hich David Hume pursued the fundamenta I 
principle3 of empiricism to their logical conclusion-developing it 
on lines which do not appear to have entered into Locke's con
ception, though himself the founder of modern empiricism. The 
second period, which is specially associated with the name of 
Thomas Reid, was a reaction against a sceptical philosophy which 
wa3 so closely interwoven with his philosophy of Common Sense, 
and which Reid believed was a proper and reliable basis for 
practical and speculative investigation. Like Cant, Reid was 
stimulated to metaphysical investigation by Hume, and it is 
claimed for Reid that it was his influence which enabled Scottish 
philosophy to maintain its intellectual strength, not only in this 
country but in France, till the advent of Sir William Hamilton. 
Thomas Reid was born on the 26th April at Strachan, a country 
parish in Kincardineshire, where his father was minister. Although 
he was Hume's senior hy one year, his earliec;t work was not 
published till long after Hume's · Treatise a11d Enq11ir_y, 
consequently he takes l\ later place in the history of philosophr. 
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It was at the Parish Sohool of Ki0cardine Reid commenced his 
education, and he gave promise of uncommon talents to the 
great satisfaction of the. schoolmaster, who predicted for him a 
great and successful career, which was subsequently fully realised. 
At the age of twelve he became a student of Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, and in 1726 he tuok his M.A. degree. I<or fourteen 
years he continued to reside in Aberdeen, discharging the du1ie-; 
of college librarian, during which time he diligently applietl 
himself to the study of mathematics and the natural philosophy of 
Newton. Leaving Aberdeen in I 7 36, he went to England, whe· e 
he had access to the society of the learned, and was introduced 
to the most distinguished men in Oxford, Cambridge, and 
London. In the following year he was presented hy the masters 
of King's College, Aberdeen, to the Church of New Machar, 
which was at their disposal, but his appointment was at first 
bitterly opposed by the parishioners, and in the fray which 
ensued at his installation he was divested of hat and wig. By his 
judicious conduct and amiable manner, however, he f;radually 
overcame the opposition, and his bitterest opponents became his 
most loyal allies. Notwithstanding his great reputation for 
scholarship, ~eid up to this time had not published or given 
much promise of or-iginal thought. Indeed, it is said of him that 
he so distrusted his own intellectual powers that, instead of 
preaching his own sermons fro·n the pulpit, he preached the 
sermons of Tillotson and other English divines. It was not till 
the publication of Hume's Treatise on Human Nature in 1739 
that he became conscious cif his own intelleotual strength, though 
it had long been apparent to his scholastic friends. The 
philosophical ideas he hitherto possessed were little more than a 
reflex of Berkeley's idealism, and it was the conclusions Hume's 
method was capable of deducing from idealism that <lid so much 
to shatter Reid's faith in Berkeley's system, and induce him to 
seaFch for new fundamentals for his opinions as to a material 
world. By this means he subsequently arrived at tlw belief in 
the reality of the material world as perceived by our individual 
senses, to which II1iSht be a.dded a belit:f in the uniformity of 

z 

.. 
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nature itself. To quote his own words, "those things do really 

exist which we distinctly perceive by our senses, and are what we 

perceive them to be." Reid had an intelligent grasp of Hume's 

philosophical position, and thus perceived that his scepticism was 

the logical outcome of the empirical doctrine of ideas formally 

taught by Locke. As far as such deductions ware concerned, 

Reid was a disciple of Hume, from whose philosophical writings 

he declared he had derived greater assistance and information 

than all the others put together, but he bewailed the idea that 

scepticism should be the final result of philosophy. If such should 

be the case, he added, " I see myself and the whole frame of 

nature shrink into ideas, which, like Epicurus's atoms, dance 

about in emptiness." Any theory of idealism which was capable. 

of yielding such strange results must, to his mind, have some 

fundamental defect, and the task he imposed upon himself was 

to inquire what the defect was. This, broadly speaking, was the 

way the philosophical ideas which played so important a part in 

his later life dawned upon the mind of Thomas Reid. His first 

contribution was made to the Royal Society of London, and 

consisted of a short essay on "Quantity," which was highly 

appreciated. In 17 50 he was made one of the Regents of King's 

College, Aberdeen, and in 1752 became one of the professors of 

philosophy, regularly lecturing on mathematics, natural philosophy, 

and moral philosophy. While in Aberdeen he was the founder of 

a literary society nicknamed the Wise Club, which comprised among 

it,; members a numher of distinguished men in literature anrl 

science, among whom were Dr Campbell and the poet Beattie. 

It was to the members of the Wise Club he submitted the first 

outlines of his Inquiry into the Human Mind, and it is chiefly 

owing to the encouragement and friendly criticism of its members 

that he rer.olved to publish it. Some parts of it were also 

submitted to Hume, who congratulated him on the spirit and 

ability of the work, though it combatted many of his own 

conclusions. In 1764 the Inquiry finally saw the light, and was 

received with much appreciation by that small portion of the 

public who wer~ capable of forming an intelligent opinion on !iQ 
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learned a production. Very soon after its publication Reid was 
appointed to the Chair of Moral Philosophy in the University of 
Glasgow, as the successor of Adam Smith, the duties of which he 
discharged with efficiency for upwards of sixteen years. Moral 
Philosophy, as generally u~derstood in the Scottish L'"niversities, 
embraces much, allowing ample scope to the professor of it to 
make excursions into various subjects only indirectly connected 
with morals. Hence Reid, in addition to discoursing on the 
intellectual and active powers, lectured on the general principles 
of jurisprudence, politics, and rhetoric. We are informed that he 
discoursed in a quiet, dignified manner, was unaffected in his 
style, but always showed a comprehensive grasp of his subject. 
Every utterance bore the stamp of originality, which gave him that 
authority and force of character that never failed to command the 
respect and attention of his audience. Moreover, the Professor 
discharged his duties and responsibilities to his students with the 
sincerest devotion, though the desire to give the result of his 
investigations to the public was ever uppermost in his mind. In 
1781, when he was 71 years of age, he gave up his professional 
duties so that he might devote the remaining years of his life to 
the publication of his works on the mind. In 1785 the 
Philosophy of the Intellectual Powers was published, three years 
later the Active Powers, which, taken together, form a systematic 
treatise on the science of mind. The first portion of this work is 
an attempt to analyse our knowledge through sense as far as the 
material world is concerned, while in his later and more mature 
work he extends his analysis to the intellectual and active powers 
as well as the senses. One of the chief servii:es Reid rendered to 
philosophy lay in his assertion of necessary and universal elements 
in human knowledge, which was, perhaps, a sounder method of 
inquiry than that maintained by the empiricists, of whom Locke 
was the modern representative, and who rejected all a priori 
knowledge. Reid does not appear to have recognised, however, 
that the fundamental laws of man's constitution may be valid for 
human intelligence only, but we must remember at the same 
time that he made no claim to finality, and his own estimate of 



his work was characteriS€d by grt*lt modesty. The CGmmorl 
Sense philosophy, of which he was the founder, was a revolt 
against Hume, and th1t exercise of developing its principles 
vrobably saved him from what is knGwn as agnosticism. Through 
all his speculations, and with all his intellectual penetration, Rtild 
was to the end of the chapter warmly attached to the tenets of 
the National Church of Scotland, and tuay be termed the 
reprasentativti of Presbyteria.nism in its liearch for a speculative 
philosophy, not too heretical on the one hand, not too circum
scribed on the other. So much, then, for a brief sketch of 
Scott;sh philosophy up to the time of Reid1 but we must go 
farther if we are to judge whether the influence of Hume, or that 
of Reid, is the more lasting, and whether our present day science, 
wilh its altered views of matter, is favourable to the school of 
8ceptism or that of Common Sense. .Enough has been said at 
the present juncture, perhaps; to show that Scottish philosophy, 
the product of men of culture and travel, is an important link in 
the chain of international speculation1 and one which no true 
student of mind and matter can afford to i~ore. Apart alto
gether from results, there is no finer spectacle in the history· of 
thought than the manner in which two conttimponries, Hume and 
Reid, arrived at separate and sometimes hostile cooclusions wifu 

perfect goodwill. 
In continuation of the poets of the century, the name of 

Robert Blair is entitled to remembrance, though be has written 
so little that he may be briefly disposed of, 

Robert Blair, even in a survey which includes so many minor 
1699-1746. 

poets. Robert Blair was the son of the Rev. 
Robert Blair, and was born at Edinburgh in 1699; he was educa
ted for the Church at the University of that city, finishing in 
Holland. On his father's side he represented the third generation 
in the clerical profession ; his grandfather, the Rev. Robert 
Blair, being the famous minister of St. Andrews, and chaP'lain to 
Charles I. Intellectually the poot inherited some of the qualities 
of his distinguished ancestor; he was a studious and thoughtful 
man, devoted much time to science, espe0ially ootany,. and was 
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held in high esteem by distinguished contemporaries, among 
others Watts and Doddridge. To Watts and Doddridge he 
submitted the manuscript of his poem, "The Grave," both of 
whom thought highly of it, which resulted in Dr Watts offering it 
to two different publishers ; but it was rejected. Both publishers 
readily acknowledged the merits of the poem, but they thought it 
too intellectual and serious for the times to have a popular recep
tion, ail<:l it did not appear till 1743· It is not only the boldness 
and originality of " The Grave " which entitles its author to a 
passing notice, but it must be borne in tnind that the convention
ality of Alexander Pope still dominat~d Scottish poetry, as well as 
English to an appreciable extent. Hence we are indebted t-o 
Allan Ramsay for defo·ering Scottish poetry from the conventions 
of Pope on it"5 lighter and gayer side, while RDbert Blair 
emancipated it on its graver and more serious side. Blair was a 
representative type of the clergyman of his time, austere and 
Puritanic, and was by choice the apostle of melancholy; as is 
indicated by the fourth and fifth lines of" The Grave"-

" In journlng through life ; the task be mine, 
To paint the gloomy horrors of the tomb." 

Like Ramsay in this respect that he had a wartn side to nature 
which his study of botany had enhanced, and he could press it 
into his service with power and effect, though not with the idea of 
giving the picture a cheerful background as Ramsay did, but with 
the view of intensifying its darkness and gloom Where he could 
depict the foliage as a 

'' Cheerless unsocial pillnt, that lO'VeS l'o dwell, 
'Midst skulls and coffins, epitaphs and worms." 

The lines above quoted from " The Grave " convey some idea of 
how faithfully he voiced the more gloomy and Puritanic side of 
the religious spirit in Scotland two centuries ago. Blair is said 
to have written several pieces, but "The Grave '' is the only one 
which entitles him to remembrance, and in it he has been accused 
of drawing too freely from other poets for his finest thoughts and 
e:i.pressions. It may be asserted with mueh truth, however, that 
he has used them with sudl taste and skill that he scareely oo.nes 



under the charge of plagiarism, and there are few poems of equal 

length in which the tone and spirit are sustained with such 

uniform dignity. The power of this poem was so fully realised by 

a large section of the reading public soon after it was published, 

that it found in William Blake an able and congenial illustrator. 

Born in the same year as the author of " The Grave'' was 

Alexander Ross, but he survived Blair by thirty-eight years. 

Being a younger contemporary of Allan Ramsay, 
Alexand.,r Ross, and a living witness of his fame, Ross became 

1699-1784. 
so much influenced by the writings of the author 

of the " Gentle Shepherd," that he imitated him by writing a 

Scottish Pastoral which he called the "Fortunate Shepherdess." 

Alexander Ross was the son of a small farmer in the parish of 

Kincardine-0-Neil, and county of Aberdeen, and was born in r 699. 

He studied at the University of Aberdeen, where he took the 

degree of Master of Arts, and after leaving the University, he was 

appointed parish schoolmaster at Birse, in his native county, 

finally settling at Lochlea, in Forfarshire, where he reared a large 

family on slender means, and there wrote the various poetical 

productions by which he is remembered. " Helenore, or the 

Fortunate Shepherdess" was first published at Aberdeen in the 

year 1768, together with a few Scottish songs of considerable 

merit. Beattie, the author of "The Minstrel," was professor at 

the University at the time, and under a nom de plume, he contri

buted to the Aberdeen Journal a commendatory criticism on 

"Helenore," which attracted public attention to the pastoral. 

Great diversity of opinion has been expressed with regard to the 

merits of the "Fortunate Shepherdess." Dr Blacklock thought 

it equal to Ramsay's " Gentle Shepherd," while Pinkerton thought 

its language and thoughts had not been surpassed by any pastoral 

poet except perhaps Theocrites, but such compliments and com

parisons with regard to ~his poet are frequently the result 

of the readers' mood at the time, or because the scenes and 

incidents appeal t-:> them in some special manner. Perhaps 

exception might be taken to the plot of the " Fortunate 

Shepherdess," which is open to the charge of artificiality ; there is 
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a lack of propriety in several of the incidents, and some of the 
speeches are too long drawn out. In not a few instances, however, 
the author's characterisation is true to life, and manifests real 
power, while his discriptions of nature are often highly picturesque. 
The pastoral is written in the Buchan dialect, and in the north
east of Scotland where this dialect is spoken, it is held in high 
esteem, especially among the peasantry. The songs published 
along with the " Fortunate Shepherdess" include several which 
have not only been known and appreciated by the people of 
Aberdeenshire who inhabit that part of it between the Yithom 
and the Deveron, but have been popular in Scotland generally. 
Such for example are "The Rock and the Wee Pickle Tow," 
"Married and Woo'd and A'," "The Bride'~ Breast Knot," and 
others included in the pastoral; particularly one entitled, " The 
Braes of Flaviana,'' to the tune of Ramsay's "Lass o' Patie's Mill." 

In James Thomson we have a poet who manifested one of 
the characteristic features of his countrymen, which was an 

ambition to use a foreign instrument with the 
James Thomson, effect and skill of one who had been accustomed 

1700-1748. 
to it by natural inheritance. By this time the 

English tongue had been proved by its most gifted countrymen to 
be a rich medium of poetical expression, and Thomson evidently 
felt that he might enter into competition in the use of that 
medium with the native genius of the sister country, though his 
knowledge of the English language must have been chiefly 
obtained from books. In the "Seasons,'' his English is often 
pompous, and he is not free from conventionalism in expression, 
but, on the whole, his success was such that no regrets need be 
cherished that he wrote in that language, when we remember that 
he was the first poet in the English language who had the insight 
to write a complete and continuous poem (in the course of which 
was unfolded so many aspects of the world of nature) with 
uncommon power and dignity. At the time he wrote, his nativ,! 
dialect was sufficiently rich to have enabled him to givt:: a classical 
polish to it, for it was still spoken by people of education and 
taste. The thecue of the "Seasonsi" too1 woQld have enablt:cl 
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him to depict the rural scenery of Scotland in the happiest 

manner as did his predecessoF Ramsay, who had not the educa

tion or depth of penetration of the author of the "Seasons." 

Jarnes Thomson was a son of the manse, and had much of that 

seri'lusness which characterised the environment of the manse in 

thme days. During his student days, however, a slight departure 

from it probably deprived the pulpit of a common-place minister, 

hut gave to poetry a conspicuous ornament. He was born at 

Ednam in Roxburghshire on the IIth of September, 1700; his 

father was the Rev. Thomas Thomson, minister of the parish, 

who had nine childFen, for the support of whom, it may be 

assumed, his income was barely sufficient, since the superintend

ence of James's education was undertaken by Mr Riccartan, a 

neighbouring minister. A few months after our author was born, 

his father was removed to the pari5h of Southdean, in the valley 

of the Jed. where, as a boy, James Thomson was educated in the 

Grammar School of Jedburgh, and at the age of fifteen he went 

as a student to ~dinburgh University, with the view 

of studying for the Church, but he subsequently abandoned the 

idea. His rea~on for not entering the Church, it is said, was on 

account of a rebuke he received from Professor Hamilton, 

professor of divinity, for giving too poetical a diction when perform

ing the probationary exercise of explaining a psalm, which so 

disgusted him with the ecclesiastical character that he determined 

to give up all idea of the Church and cultivate his talent for 

poetry. This resolution changed all his previous plam, and he 

was induced to go to London ta try his fortune, but his initial 

experience was anything but encouraging. As he was lingering 

among the streets of the gay metropolis, the letters of introduction 

with which he had been furnished were stolen from his pocket, 

and, depending upon his poem on " Winter" to supply him with 

money for his immediate wants, this was a chilling experience for 

the young poetical aspirant. After several attempts, he failed to 

find a publisher who would take it up, till at length Millar, the 

publisher, was induced to publish it to save the author from desti

tution. The copyright bro11ght him only three guineas1 but 
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Lord Wilmington, to whom it was dedicated, discharged the duty 
of a patron by presenting him with twenty guineas, which afforded 
him temporary relief. Meanwhile, he found his way to his friend 
David Mallet, who was at that time tutor to the sons of the Duke 
of .Montrose, and, through the influence of Lady Grizel Ballie 
Thomson, soon obtained a similar engagement in the family of 
Lord Dinning, which just came in time to save him from the most 
perplexing situation. It has been frequently inferred that 
Thomson was induced by the writings of .Allan Ramsay to go 
direct to nature for his poetical inspiration, but it was known that 
in his early poetical efforts he had shown an intense love and 
appreciation for nature before the publication of the "Gentle Shep
herd " at all. There is little doubt that his youthful experience 
and vivid impressions of the scenery on the slopes of the Cheviot 
hills and the braes of Jed had · supplied the material for the 
"Seasons," which has distinguished Thomson as a poet of great 
and original powers. The power and influence Thomson 
exercised in the sphere of British poetry are peculiarly manifest 
when we take into consideration the large number of imitators 
his poetry created. The general impression was that a new force 
in British poetry had arisen, and his influence can be traced in 
Collins, Gray,. Goldsmith, and Cowper. His influence on the 
first of these was specially apparent not only as a poet, but in his 
admiration of him as a man, and seldom has a finer ode been 
inscri:ied to one poet by another than that of Collins on 
Thomson beginning-

"In yonder grave a Druid lies, 
Where slowly winds the stealing wave, 
The years' Lest sweets shall duteous rise 
To deck its poet's sylvan grave." 

In addition to the poets already named, the author of. the 
"Seasons" influenced Wordsworth to a large extent, though 
Wordsworth reached sublimer heights in nature poetry than was 
possible to Thomson with his colder intellectuality and his 
predisposition to philosophise. The intensity of Wordsworth, 
which came SQ close to a deification of nature, might probably· 

3 
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find an explanation in the fact that his contact with the scenery of 
his nati\e mountains and vales was close and continuous, while 
the impressions of Thomson were but the result of the lingering 
memories of his early association. In spite of this disadvantage, 
Thomson never painted in false colours, but was so keen and 
accurate an observer of the various aspects of nature that we feel 
he must have seen, and seen with the eye of the poet, what he 
describes, though he sometimes allows his fancy to rove from 
China to Peru. As Dr Johnson pointed out, the great defect of 
the " Seasons " is want of method, and yet he had to admit 
"that of many appearances subsisting all at once no rule can be 
given why one should be mentioned before another, yet the 
memory wants the help of order." Notwithstanding the numerous 
defects in the construction of" The Seasons,'' however, posterity is 
indebted to the author for freshening the springs of British poetry 
at a time when it was essential that poetry should function in a 
wider sphere if its spirit was to live anew. " The Seasons," the 
poem by which Thomson is remembered in the present generation, 
was commenced in 1726 by the publication of" Winter," and in 
the following year he published " Summer," also a poem on the 
"Death of.Sir Isaac Newton." In 1728 "Spring" was published, 
and " Autumn " in 17 30, with a collected edition of his works. 
A little later in this same year appeared his first play, 
" Sophonisba," but it was not considered a great success, though 
a large number of people attended the theatre to see its first 

performance. In 1731 the poet was chosen to accompany 
Charles Talbot, son of Lord Chancellor Talbot, on a Continental 
tour, and in the course of their travels they visited France, 
Switzerland, and Italy. This experience had a beneficial effect 
on the poet's mind which was indirectly apparent in his later 
work. It was after his Continental experience that he wrote his 
poem of" Liberty,'' which was dedicated to the Prince of Wales, 
who was induced by Lord George Lyttleton, the ingenious author 
of the Dialot:ues of the Dead, to see Thomson. The result was 
the grant of a pension of £100 a year. Thomson spent two years 

on his poem of "Liberty," and congratulated himself upon it ll,:j 
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his best work, but none of his productions made so poor a11 
impression on the public. In the words of Dr. Johnston, 
".' Liberty' called in vain upon her votaries to read her praises 
and reward her encomiast ; her praises were condemned to 
harbour spiders and gather dust." Soon after Thomson's grant 
from the Prince of Wales, he was appointed Surveyor-General of 
the Leeward Islands, which is said to have yielded him £Joo 
a year. While the gift of poetry must be assigned to Thomson, 
as a dramatist he does not rank high, though in addition to 
" Sophonisba" he produced the following tragedies : " Agamem
non," r 7 38; " Edward and Cleonard," 1739 ; " Tancred and 
Sigismunda," 1745, in which Garrick and Mrs Cibber played the 
principal parts·; and." Coriolanus," which wa_s produced after his 
death for the benefit of his family and to pay his debts. 

In conjunction with Mallet, he was employed to write the 
"Mask of Alfred," which was finished in 1740, and was subse
quently acted before the Prince and Princess of Wales at Cliefden 
House. This piece contains the song "Rule Britannia," the 
popular patriotic ode which bas not yet been displaced by a better. 
Thomson spent the closing years of his life at Richmond, where 
he finished the " Castle of Indolence " on which he bestowed 
much care and attention ; it is written in Spenserian verse, and 
conveys the impression that he took the "Faery QueP-n" for his 
model. In any consideration of the life and works of James 
Thomson, however brief, one's thoughts instinctively revert to his 

David Mallet, 
1698-1765. 

friend and literary associate, David Mallet, who 
was more inferior to Thomson in character than 
he was in genius. The friendship of the two 

commenced in Edinburgh, and continued without interruption to 
the last, which says much for the amiability of Thomson since 
Mallet betrayed the confidence of nearly all bis friends. To use 
the words of Dr Johnston, " Mallet was one of the Scotsmen of 
whom Scotsmen did not speak well." Mallet on being asked by 
Professor Ker with whom he corresponded in the early part of 
his career, whether he was the author of " Winter," replied that 
"it was written by that dull fellow, Thomson, who was the sport 
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pi their club." "The obligations he had latterly conferred up0d 
him," he added, "were the best atonements for his petulance towards 
an excellent genius." David Mallet or Mallock was born at 
Crieff, 1698, in Perthshire, where his father kept an inn, but little 
is known of his early life, and to the end of his days he kept it a 
sealed book. We first hear of him as Janitor at the High School, 
Edinburgh, subsequently attending the University for a short 
time, where he must have made good use of his time, for he was 
soon selected tutor to the sons of the Duke of Montrose-a 
position he held for several years, during which he made the tour 
of Europe with his pupils. He first gained a reputation as a 
poet by the publication of "William and Margaret," in 1723, 
which was enhanced by the "Excursion," 1728. In 1733, 
"Verbal Criticism" ~as published, in which he reviled Bentley with 
the view of gaining favour with Pope, but the piece is more to be 
commended for its versification than for good taste or other merits. 
About this time he was appointed under-secretary to Frederick, 
Prince of Wales, who at that period maintained a separate court 
from that of his father. In 1740, Mallet published an inferior 
life of Bacon for a new edition of his works, for which he was 
accused by his critics of forgetting that Bacon was a philosopher. 
In 1742, he published a poem which increased rather than 
diminished his reputation, entitled, "The Hermit, or Amyntor 
and Theodora." He also aspired to write for the stage, but his 
plays were never received with applause by any section of those 
who patronised the theatre and had the capacity to judge a play 
upon its merits. The most popular was " Mustapha," published 
in l 7 39, and its popularity is said to be accounted for because of 
its political significance at a time when party feeling ran high. 
Mallet's tragedies "Eurydice" and "Elvira," the former produced 
in 1731, and the latter in 1763, were both distinct failures. 
The " Masque of Alfred " was produced in 1740, and was 
written in conjunction with the author of . the " Seasons." 
One of its songs is " Rule Britannia,'~ and has been claimed 
for both Thomson and Mallet. Some degree of tact, as well as 
literary ability, must have been possessed by Mallet, otherwise he 
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could scarcely have inspired the confidence of those be so cruelly 
deceived. For example, his friend, Lord Bolingbroke, bequeathed 
to him the care and profit of all his writings, published and 
unpublished. With a view to his own emolument, Mallet 
published everything without discrimination, and with a total 
di-regard of the reputation of the writer or the interests of society. 
The result was that it covered the memory of Bolingbroke with 
obloquy which clung to it for more than a century. Moreover, 
he became litt:rary hireling to defame the character uf Pope after 
he was dead, though when alive he had been his best friend. 
The Duchess of Marlborough appointed him literary executor to 
draw up from the family documents a life of the great Duke. 
Mallet readily accepted the £ rnoo which accompanied the 
request, in addition to an annual pension from the second Duke 
of Marlborough, on the understanding that he would finish the 
life with expedition, but it was never written, though he had both 
the means and the leisure to execute the task. Nay more, he 
was mean enough to flatter the vanity of David Garrick by a 
direct promise th.at he would proclaim the praises of the great 
actor in the life of Marlborough, to which he never put pen, and 
for the obvious reason that he might get one of his inferior plays 
well staged and published. With so many blemishes in a man 
who had talents enough to be an ornament to the country that 
gave him birth, it is not surprising that he was a Scotsman "of 
whom Scotsmen did not speak well." Mallet was twice married, 
and by his first wife had several children. One of his daughters 
married an Italian of rank, and was the authoress of a tragedy 
called "Almida,'' which was acted at Drury Lane. Towards the close 
of his life, Mallet went with his second wife to France; but his 
health began rapidly to decline, and he returned alone to England 
and died in April, 1765, in the 67th year of his age. Several of 
his pieces suffered in consequence of the temporary purpose for 
which they were written, but all of them exhibit richness of Ian· 
guage, elegance of style, and power of sentiment, which entitle him 
to rank as a true poet despite his meanness of character. If he 
had not written anything but the ballad of " William and 
Margaret," it would have preserved his name from oblivion. 



This now brings us to a trio of poets who, though they 
belong to the rank of minor poets, possess sufficient national 
colour and poetic sentiment to claim a paf:sing notice-Alexander 

Webster (1707-1784), George Halket (1756), and Alison Ruther
ford (1712-1794). Dr Alexander Webster, the first of the trio, 
has been little known in the light of a poet, though well known 
as one of the most convivial, and yet one of the most polished, 
preachers in the Presbyterian Church of his time, in addition to 
being a leader in the public opinion of Edinburgh in his day. 
His claims to the rank of a poet rest on one famous love song, 
which was first published in Pinkerton's Select Scottish Ballads 
in Vol. II., No. 33. It is a piece of exceptional merit, and 
makes one wonder why he did not more frequently record his 
poetical emotions, as he appears to do so in this piece with 

greater effect and skill than is usually evinced by the mere 'prentice 
hand. Indeed, one writer claims that in elegance and fervour it 
rivals eve!,! the effusions of Catullus. It was written in allu~ion 
of a real event, and the subject of inspiration was a lady of noble 
family who became his wife. As a matter of fact, the affair ended 
in a runaway marriage, which at first gave great offence to the 
lady's relatives, but it resulted in a reconciliation, and proved to 
be a happy union to the two principally concerned. The con
cluding stanza of the poem is as follow<>, and reminds us of the 
sentiment in some of the stanzas in the "Lesbia of Catullus" in 
the intensity of the passion expressed, but it is, perhaps, a little 
more chaste and dignified :-

" Wi' thee in my bosom how can I despair ? 

I'll gaze on thy beauties, and look awa care, 
I'll ask thy advice when with troubles opprest, 
Which never displeases, but always is best. 
In all that I write I'll thy judgment require ; 
Thy wit shall correct what thy charms did inspire ; 
I'll kiss thee, and press thee, till youth is all o'er, 
And then live in friendship, when passion's no more." 

George HalkP.t was a schoolmaster in Rathen, Aberdeenshire, and 
the outset of his career was in very humble circumstances, 
though not too distressing to divest them of a comic element in 
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these days of great public schools. The back of the high wooden 
bed in which he slept was the only wall of partition between 
his sleeping apartment and the space in his cottage set apart for 
his school. He was an enthusiastic Jacobite, and wrote several 
pieces on the si<le of the Stuarts, the best known of which is 
"Whirry Whigs Awa', Man." Previous to the battle of Culloden, 
Halket wrote a satiri--=al dialogue purporting to be between 
George II. and the Devil, the authorship of which was not dis
covered for some time. Soon after it was written, a copy fell 
into the hands of the Duke of Cumberland, who offered £100 

reward for the person of the author dead or alive, but the secret 
of the authorship was kept till all danger was over. In 1727 
Halket published a small volume of verses at Aberdeen entitled 
" Occasional Poems upon Several Subjects," which does not 
contain anything of merit equal to the well-known song, " Logie 
o' Buchan." At one time the authorship of this song was a 
subject of dispute, but the claim of Halket is now fully 
established, and though when written the subject of it was of 
local intc:rest, yet it did not prevent it from becoming a general 
favourite, especially among the Scottish peasantry. Alison 
Rutherford, the last of the trio, was a daughter of Robert 
Rutherford of Fernalie, in the county of Selkirk, and was afrer
wards known as Mrs Cockburn, having married Patrick 
Cockburn, an advocate. Her husband died in 1753, and for the 
forty remaining years of her life she remained a widow, and was 
regarded with the greatest respect by the wits and literati of 
Edinburgh fo'r her brilliant accomplishments. Her society was 
highly appreciated by all who knew her, and her social gatherings 
were usually composed of the most distinguished men of the day, 
among whom were Lord Monboddo, David Hurne, and John 
Home. It is stated that she wrote a number of fugitive pieces, 
but they have not been preserved, and nothing definite can be 
said in support of the statement. Two of her productions only 
have come down to us, one is some lines on the father of Sir 
Walter Scott, and the other is the "Flowers of the Forest," 
a production which in itself has b1:;eq sufficient to prevent tht: 
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name of the authoress from being forgotten. This song is said tO 
have been written by Miss _Rutherford before her marriage, and 

when she lived with her father at Fernalie. At one time it was 

popularly supposed that the song had some relation to the battle 

of Flodden Field, and that Miss Rutherford had contributed the 

modern words to it merely-a view which was taken by Burns. 

At anyrate, he said that "the manners were old, but the language 

was of yesterday." Sir Walter Scott finally settled the authorship, 

assigning it to Miss Rutherford, and furnishing details of the 

song and its writer which are to be found in Robert Chambers' 

Collection of Scottish Songs, published in 1829. 

But now, to briefly proceeci with John Wilson, the next name 

occurring among the list of poets, no better proof can be given 

that the old ecclesiastic spirit of the previous 

John Wilson, century was not dead than is furni$hed by an 
1720-1789. 

incident in the life of the author of " The 

Clyde," which is_ a piece of literary history worth reproducing for 

curiosity ·sake. Wilson was invited to take the_ position of head

master of the _Grammar School at Greenock in 1767, but before 

the m_a_gistr_ates_and minister would admit him to the situation, they 

stipulf!ted that he should give up the profane and unprofitable art of 

making poetry. Wilson was compelled to sacrifice. himself on the 

altar of intolerance, circumstances preventing him from making a 

bolder stand, he ha\oing a wife and family to provide for; thus his 

muse W?,S s.ondemned to silence for ever. He accepted the con

ditiops,.burnttd hi? manu_scrip~s, and hurled his lyre t_o Limbo. }t 

is to be regretted that_such conditions were imposed, _considering 

how he_roically he struggled against the disadvantages of poverty 

and-ill-health in his early youth to acquire an education which 

might enable him to earn his bread in some occupation other 

than that of his father, who divided bis labours between 

the anvil and the plough. It is evident_ that Wilson 

regarded the surrender of l;iis intellectual independence 

to the authorities at Greenock as the one_ act of his life 

which contributed most to dwarf his hope;; and, aspirations. 

ln a let~er1 dated January 21st, r 779, to his son Geor~e, whq_ 
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became a distinguished scholar at an early age, but died at the 
age of 21, he says--" I once thought to live by the breath of fame, 
but how miserably was I disappointed. . . . I was condemned 
to bawl myself to hoarseness among wayward brats, to cultivate 
sand, and wash Ethiopians." Our author was born at Lesmahago, 
June 3oth, 1720, in humble circumstances, as has already been 
indicated, and his first appearance as an author was by the publi
cation of a "Dramatic Essay," which he afterwards expanded into 
" The Earl Douglas-a Tragedy." It was dedicated to Archibald, 
I >uke of Douglas, by whom he was invited to an interview 
which was attended by the following comical incident. He was 
requested by the Duke to have a glass of wine with him. After 
the second glass, the Duke sprang from his seat, seized a pair of 
pistols with which he paced the room, affecting a wild glare as of 
madness. Observing that Wilson betrayed no symptoms of fear, 
he laid the pistols on the table, and immediately assumed a 
pleasant expression, drank right loyally to the health of his guest, 
at the same time informing him that this was to test his firmness 
of mind and see whether he believed in the general report that 
his Grace was deranged When parting, the Duke in the 
heart;est manner expressed himself willing to promote Wilson's 
interests at any time, but Fate was against him, for, on account 
of the death of the Duke soon after, Wilson's hopes were never 
realised. In 1 764, about three years before Wilson was elected to 
the mastership of the Grammar School at Greenock and his 
connection with poetry had ceased, he had published at Glasgow 
hi~ "Earl Douglas" and " Clyde," and inscribed them to 
Margaret, Duchess of Douglas. The " Earl Douglas " is a stolid 
composition, and far too descriptive for the requirements of a 
drama. The poem entitled "Clyde" was the favourite of its 
author, and is no doubt his best production ; his description of 
rural scenes are faithfully depicted, and he is eminently pictur
esque; but his scenes lack tht vraisemblance which is needed to 
touch the deeper emotions of the human heart. This, perhaps, 
cJn be explained on the ground that it was an early effort, and 
had nQt been subjected to a more matllre revision. He had pre-

4 
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pared for the press. a revised and improved edition of it, which he 

destroyed when the guid and godly Presbyterians of Greenock 

compelled him to renounce the poetic art. In the "Clyde,'' 

when describing Glasgow and its University, the author makes 

the following allusion to his own want of a University education-

"Ye sacred Muses! who my soul inspire 
With true devotion, and with fame's desire, 
From earliest youth, though stem and diverse fate 
Has chain'd me distant from your sacred seat; 
Yet on that seat may every power divine 
Propitious smile and bid your glory shine 
O'er all the earth, and, as from Athens, rise 
Till your immortal splendour fill the skies." 

WM. M'ILWRAITH. 



GtORGE THOMSON, JOHN WILSON, 
AND 

GILBERT BURNS'S "APPENDIX No. V." 

T O one interested in the literary history of Robert Burns, the 
great collection of papers known as the Earnock Manu

scripts is of much interest. Selections from these manuscripts were 
printed in the seventh and eighth numbers ( 1898, 1899) of the 
Burns Chroni'cle, and constitute practically a history of the several 
editions of the Works of Robert Burns, as edited by James Currie, 
and published by Cadell and navies, of London. Not often is 
there brought together so much manuscript material relating 
to one work as is now in possession of Sir John Watson; less 
often is a collection so complete. Yet, since the publication of 
the letters by the Editor of the Burns Chroni'cle, others on the 
subject have come to light. Several are among the Burns family 
letters in Mr J. Cuthbert Hadden's Ge?rge Thomson (London, 
1898); two others, written by Thomson, are given here, being 
now printed, we believe, for the first time. 

The correspondence relating to Gilbert Burns's edition ( 1820) 
of Currie's work shows the reviser of Currie in an unenviable 
position. Knowing that he had little, and even that little 
unimportant, to add to Currie's volumes, Gilbert Burns yet 
had the assurance to ask an extravagant remuneratioI? for his 
services ; and no sooner were his terms accepted by Cadell and 
Davies than he hastened, on 2oth February, 1816, to beg these 
gentlemen "always to bear in mind that I did not promise much." 
Begun and continued in this spirit, it is not surprising that, when 
published four years later, the work was a failure. 

From 8th September, 1815, the date on which he accepted 
Cadell and Davies's proposal that he should assist them in a 
new edition of Currie's work, Gilbert Burns appears, as Mr 
M'Naught says, "overweighted with too keen a sense of the 
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obligations of the Burns family to that of Dr Currie." Further, 

though thic.; was not difficult, he had to reconcile his letters to 

Currie with the attitude he had latterly adopted. Unable to 

decide how to deal with Currie's Life of the Poet, he approached 

Wordsworth, through James Gray1-the Gray of the notorious 

Chaldee Manuscript-and the future Poet Laureate, in his famous 

Letter t1J a friend of Robert Burns2 (January, 1816) expressed 

his "notions upon the best mode of conducting the defence of 

his brother's injured reputation." Wordsworth's ad vice was the 

best that could have been given to one in Gilbert Burns's position, 

yet it was rejected. "I am very much pleased," he wrote (25th 

June, 1816) to Thomson,3 "with Mr Wordsworth's letter to Mr 

Gray .... I do not doubt that what Mr Wordsworth proposes 

in regard to the publication of my brother's works might have a 

good effect, but it would require so much arrangement and so 

much writing on my part as I think I cannot go through with." 

Instead, he allowed the Life of the Poet to re-appear in its 

objectionable form, adding a brief "Appendix" in refutation of 

some of the misrepresentations contained in it. 

This " Appendix" is referred to in Gilbert Burns's letter of 

2oth February, 1816, to Cadell and Davies:-" Another note 

of some length which will attach to the first volume will be to 

correct the too strong statement Dr Currie has given of the 

irregularities of the latter part of my brother's life, but only a 

small part of that note will be written by myself. I have applied 

to the gentlemen Mr Peterkin, by my advice, applied to, for leave 

to publish the same documents Mr Peterkin has published in his 

supplement, 4 or that they will write me similar letters." In course 

of time the " note" was written ; was submitted to William 

• The authority is John Wilson.-Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, October, 1817. 

' It is said that Wordsworth's Letter was intended to appear in Gilbert Burns's edition, 

but there does not appear to be any authority for the statement. 
3 Hadden'• George Thomson, p. 371.-Compare G. B. to W. Roscoe, 5th October, 1817 

(B.C., 1898, p. 22): "I feel that we have enough to answer for without identifying our

selves with that gentleman [Wordsworth], whose appearance in this business has given me 

much pain." 
• Vol. I., pp. lxxviii-xcviii, of Life and wo,.ks of Robe1't Burns, as originally edited by 

James Currie. 1'o which is prefixed A Review of the Life of Burn, .... , by Alexander 

Peter/rin. (Edinburgh, 1815, 4 vols.) 



Roscoe, 5th October, 1817; and was altered, IOth December, 
1817, "so as to make as little allusion to Dr Currie's work as a 
sense of my duty to my brother's memory will allow." 

It was at' this stage that the first of the two letters here 
printed was penned~ The reason for its having been written is 
not apparent, but we may be permitted to conjecture that Gilbert 
Burns was desirous that some refutation, in general terms, of the 
many slanders and misrepresentations of biographers and critics 
should appear in his work, over a name other than his own. 
He appears to have arranged with George Thomson to ask 
John Wilson-not then known as "Christopher North "-for 
his assistance. Thomson accordingly wrote the following letter, 
of which it is unnecessary to say more than that it is a repetition 

of Peterkin's " Review." 

(1)-GEORGE THOMSON TO JOHN WILSON. 

EDINBURGH, l4th JANUARY, 1818. 

DEAR SIR,-I presume you know that Gilbert Burns has been employed 
by Cadell and Davies, booksellers, as the Editor of a new edition of his 
brother's Works, and to add such information as he may think proper to give, 
relative to his Life or Writings. 

This affords him a fair opportunity of correcting what has been unjustly 
asserted to the prejudice of the Poet's character by his different Biographers or 
Critics. He has accordingly written, in his own mild and rr.odest way, what 
he means to say ; and has replied to the very strong Statement which Dr 
Currie made as to the Poet's dissipation and the neglect of all his duties in his 
latter years, chiefly by a reference to Letters from Mr Findlater, now Collector 
of Excise in Glasgow; and Mr James Gray of the High School, who lived in 
Dumfries at the time-both having had occasion to see the Poet daily, and 
having been perfectly well acquainted with his habits and way of life. And 
surely the voluntary testimony of respectable men, speaking of what pass'd 
under their own eyes, is far better entitled to credence than any opposite State
ment which Dr Currie confided in, upon the information of persons unknown, 
or from rumour. 

Against the Doctor, however, Gilbert Burns does not mean to say a word : 
he must have been misled by his informers, and could not err otherways; 
for the candour and uprightness of his mind would not have permitted him to 
assert any thing which he himself did not believe to be correct. 

Unhappily, however, Dr Currie's Statement has been made a text upon 
which the most offensive commentaries and unfounded calumnies have been 
raised by successive Biographers and Reviewers. This I think manifest from 
the letters of Collector Findlater and Mr Gray, contained in the Paper drawn 
up by Gilbert Burns, which I beg leave to send you. 



if you would take the trouble to peruse that Paper, and are satlsfietl 011 
the subject, then the favour which I take the liberty to ask of you, for the sake 
of your great poetical brother, and for the sake of truth, is, that you would take 
up the pen, and write a short Review of the Edinburgh and Quarterly Reviews 
of Burns, such as might be added to Gilbert's Vindication of his injured 
brother. 

I have been induced thus far to presume on your good nature, and your 
generous sympathy in the cause of Genius, by reading in the Vindication of 
Wordsworth 1 (generally attributed to you), some Remarks on one of those 
Reviews of Burns, which are so eloquent, and powerful, and iu~t, as to be 
equally creditable to the head and the heart of their author, whoever he may 
be. If they are yours, you could, from the documents which I now place in 
your hands, enlarge and complete them, and thus render an act of justice to 
the memory of the great Bard who has done so much honour to his Country. 

Many a time has my heart ached to read both the Edinburgh and 
Quarterly reviews of Burns. On reading the 4th, 5th, and 6th pages of the 
former, it seemed to me as if the Critic had sat down to his ungracious task 
with a strong prejudice against the Poet's character, and a sort of aristocratical 
feeling as if the pride of the Scholar could not brook the elevated rank attained 
by the Ploughman ! How else can we account for the supercilious and harsh 
tone of the Rf'view, more calculated to lower the man than to do justice to the 
Poet ? Could any thing be more flippant than the first sentence, " Burns is 
certainly by far the greatest of our poetical prodigies-from &ephen Duck 
down to Thomas De1'mody." Ducks and Dermodys hitch'd into the same 
line with Burns ! This is but poorly redeemed by our being told that the two 
latter are already forgotten-while the name of Burns has not yet gather'd all 
its fame. But the climax of the Reviewer's illiberal and unjust account of 
Burns's character and writings is to be found in the long paragraph which 
begins thus, "But the leading vice in Burns's character, and the cardinal deform
ity indeed of ALL his productions, was his contempt, or affectation of contempt, 
for prudence, decency, and regularity," etc., etc. The man that could thus 
characterise the Poetry of Burns could only have opened the volumes here and 
there ! If he had read them through, it is impossible that he could thus have 
spoken of them. And were we, in the language of Scottish law, to call on 
him for a condescendance, he woulrl find it necessary to beg pardon for his rash 
and unfounded and unqualified assertions. 

If he meant merely the Letters of Burns, why did he not say so ? Even 
these would not bear out the Critic in his sweeping character of all the 
productions of Burns. His observation is not applicable even to many of the 
Letters, but supposing for a moment that it is applicable to all the Letters, they 
v.ere not publish'd by their author, but were gather'd from all quarters after 
his death ; and it may fairly be ask'd whether it is just or liberal to make 
Burns responsible for epistolary effusions, not written for the public eye, and 
in the publication of which he had no voice whatever? It would have been 
no more than candid in the person seated as a Judge upon the productions of 
the Bard, whose voice could not be raised in his own defence, to have 
distinguish'd between the Poems publish'd by himself, having the benefit of 

1 " Vindication of Mr Wordsworth's Letter to Mr Gray on a new edition of Burns's 
Works "-Blackwood'• Edinburgh Magazine, October, 1817, pp. 60-73. 
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his rev1s10n and correction, and those careless epi<;tles, obtained from his 
various Correspondents, many of which he would probably have put into the 
fire, if he had been alive. 

The Reviewer, however, does not seem to have attended to this important 
consideration, or to have discriminated between what was deliberately given 
to the Public by Burns himself, and what were posthumous and not intended 
by him for publication at all, I mean his Letters. 

He goes on to tell us that Burns " is perpetually making a parade of his 
thoughtlessness, inflammability, and imprudence, and talking with muc1' 
complacency and exultation of the offence he has occasioned to the sober and 
correct part of mankind " ; and he alleges that this odious "slang infects 
almost ail his prose (his letters), and a very great proportion of his Poetry." 
Is this a correct account of Burns, or is it not a most exaggerated Caricature ? 

Of a kin to this is the observation about "the cruelty and baseness of 
spending in vain superfluities that money which belongs of right to the pale 
industrious tradesman and his famishing infants, and of raving about friend
ship and philanthropy in a tavern, while his wife's heart is breaking at her 
cheerless fireside, and his children pining in solitary poverty." The justice of 
the general observation i& undeniable, but why does the Reviewer introduce 
it, but for the cruel and unjust purpose of its being applied by the reader to 
the character of Burns ;-who, far from being such a man, was well known to 
be most affectionate, "both as a father and a husband. His Widow, I know, 
has uniformly said so, and the gentlemen before-rneµtioned had the be<t 
access lo see the mark'd attention which he paid to the education of his 
children. And it is a well known truth, which of itself shews how cruelly 
the character of Burns has been libelled, that altho' his income from the 
Excise did not exceed from £40 to £10 a year, he died without being £5 in 
debt ! This circumstance affords irrefragable proof of misrepresentation on 
th<' part of the Reviewer, whrn he asserted that the leading vice in Burns was 
his contempt for prudence, decency, and regularity. 

That Burns was fond of Society cannot be matter either of doubt or 
surprise : and it is notorious that in Scotland the Society of gentlemen is 
seldom obtained without the circulation of the bottle. Do not gentlemen of 
great respectability indulge in this way, without the least loss of character? 
And is it candid or just to reproach a man of Genius, endowed with wit and 
the most fascinating powers of conversation, for a failing that he had in com
mon 11oth with his equals and his superiors? 

I confess I should be happy to see these considerations with respect botl1 
to the Writings and the character of Burns put into the clear and striking light 
which you are capable of giving to them, as an Answer to the Reviews, to be 
incorporated with Gilbert Burns's edition of the Poet's works. 'Twould be an 
act of kindness and of justice that would do you honour. 

It is necessary for me to acquaint you, however, that altho' Dr Currie 
might be blamed for having giYen too easy credence to the unfavour'lble reports 
of character, which have served as a sort of text to the Reviewers ; yet such is 
the gratitude that Gilbert and the friends of the family of the Poet feel to that 
excellent Man for writing the Life and arranging the Works, that he would 
not on any account consent that any fault should be found with Dr Currie, 
pecause he knows it would qqrt the feelin~s of the Doctor's familr, 



I may mention to you that attOO' the Letter of Mr Gray is e~t?emely 
well written from beginning to end, a considerable pa.rt of it seem.s q11ite 

unnecessary, because it is to facts chiefly that Gilbert wisb'd him to spea.k; 

and, therefore, I consider the material part of Mr Gway's letter to be that 

which begins near the foot of page 15 of the inclosed Manu~ript. I have no 

doubt that vou will take care of the manuscrip.t.-1 have the honour to be, 

with great respect and esteem, Dear Sir, Your faithful and obedient Serva.nt, 

JOHN WrLsoN, EsQ. 
G. THOMSON. 

Wilson appears not to have replied for nearly four months ; 

what he said to Thomson when he did write is not recorded. 

Thom3on wrote to Gilbert Burns in these terms :-

(2)-GEORGE THOMSON TO GILBERT Buirns. 

ROYAL EXCHANGE, EDLNBURGli, 8th MAY, 1818. 

Dear Sir,-1 have just received the inclosed from Mr Wilson in 
consequence of an a.pplication. If any thing farther comes, I shall not fail to 

send it to you .... -Yours very ~ru.ly, 
G. THOMSON. 

Mr Roscoe's letter, which I dld &Qt! send to, Mr Wi1son, is a:lso inelosed. 

Whether any further communication on this ma.tter pass.e.U 

between Wilson and Thomson we do not know ; we find no trace 

of any. Gilbert Burns waited for two months more before he 

again wrote to Cadell and Davies:-(• I have now finished all the 

alterations my conscience would atlow me to make, from regard 

to the feelings of Dr Currie's friends, and herewith send you a fair 

copy for publication." That was apparently intended by the 

writer to be his last word on his "Vindication." As we know, 

the wish was vain. But we are, not concerned here with. the 

subsequent history of Gilbert Eums's ~'Appendix No. V."; it has 

been told in the letters printed, from tbe Earnock Manuscripts, 

in the seventh number of this Annual. 
J. C. EWING. 

NOTE.-Ten years aft& Tnomson's appeal to hiin, John Wilson reviewed 

Lockhart's Life of Ro/Jert RW"1ts, in the columns of Bf<gk'tf!OOd (May, 

1828). Thirteen years hter '(1&p) he published, in T/i(. Land ef Burns, 

his brilliant essay" On the genius and cbamcter of Burns." In these he had 

much to say o,f Burns and bis critics ; in the later work he attacked 

George TI101111son, his correspondent of 1818, for his" conquct towatds Ellmll 

in his worst mttmity." 



BURNS AND IRVINE. 

T HE Royal Burgh of Irvine has many and varied memories, 
which carry back those who think of such things at least 

seven centuries. She had her days of humiliation in the War of 
Scottish Independence, when, in 1297, the "Capitulation of 
Irvine" was signed. But she had her triumphs, too, and her 
comfortable reflection on her loyalty to Robert Bruce, for we 
find her rewarded for ber help by a charter, granted by the hero 
of Bannockburn six years before he dealt his crushing blow to 
English pretensions. Her best claims to attention lie, however, 
in the regions of peace, for she can boast of having given birth 
to John Galt, "the fore-runner," if not" the master" of a recently 
sprung-up school of Scottish fiction. James Montgomery, the 
Christian poet, and Eckford, the designer of the American Navy, 
and a chief "Senator of the College of Justice," Lord Justice
General Boyle. 

Yet it may be said, without either exaggeration of one or 
depreciation of others, that these peaceful memories all pale 
before the thought that for some months Robert Burns trod her 
streets, and that, in some measure, she repaid the honour by 
having some influence on his great fame. He came to Irvine in 
the midsummer of 1781, with the definite intention of improving 
his prospects in life. In his letter to Dr Moore, he calls his twenty
tl1ird year-most ot which he spent in Irvine-"an important era." 
"Partly through whim, and partly that I wished to set about 
doing something in life, I joined a flax-dresser in a neighbouring 
town (Irvine) to learn his trade." But more than "whim" 'and 
"doing something" seems to have been in the venture, the 
project, namely, of advancing the lint-farming on Lochlea, which, 
it was thought, would be more profitable, if one of the family 
could dress the flax once lt was grown. This is borne out by 
Oilbert Burns, who says:-" The stocking of a fartn required a 
11um of money he had no probability of being master of for a 

5 
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great while. He began, therefore, to think of trying some other 

line of life. He and I had for several years taken land of 

my father for the purpose of raising flax on our own account. 

In the course of selling it, Robert began to think of turning flax

dresser, both as being suitable to his grand view of settling 

in life, and as subservient to the flax-raising. 

From various sources we get a description of Burns as he 

was when he came to Irvine. Of him in Tarbolton just before 

that time, it is said by David Sillar :-"He wore the only tied 

hair in the parish; and in the church his plaid, which was of 

a particular colour, I think .ftllemot, he wrapped in a particular 

manner round his shoulders." The colour so described is that of a 

"dead leaf yellowish brown, from Fr. feullimorte." Again, we are 

told, "Burns was an older looking man than might have been 

expected from his, age. He was of a very dark com

plexion, with a strong dark eye; of a thoughtful appearance, 

amounting to what might be called a gloomy studiousness, 

insomuch that when in company which did not elicit his brilliant 

powers of conversation, he generally leant down his cheek upon 

his palm, placing his elbow on his knee, and in that attitude 

would continue sitting a considerable time. He was generally 

reserved and silent; but when he found himself in enlightened 

company, or in the presence of fascinating women, he uniformly 

exerted himself, and uniformly shone." This we have from 

Robert Chambers, on the authority of "a venerable citizen, who 

had the honour of the poet's acquaintance during his brief 

apprenticeship." Chambers published his Pi'cture of Scotland, 

from which the above is taken, in 1827. 

To Irvine, then, Burns came through "whim" and on 

heckling thoughts intent, when Montgomery was a boy of ten, 

and Galt a toddling two-year-old. Flax-growing was prevalent in 

the district, and the burgh, a fairly prosperous sea-port, had a 

good many people engaged in flax-dressing. This would be the 

attraction of Irvine, strengthened by the fact, stated on good 

authority, that Dr Cuming, of Milngarholm, and Provost Hamil

ton, of Craighlaw1 both of whQm were iQterested iQ blea~hing anq 



dressing, encouraged him to begin to learn the business. A pair 
of heckling brushes, said to belong to Burns, and bought by 
a townsman a few years ago at a displenishing sale, connect him 
with Dr Cuming. We shall not make a mistake if we say that 
heckling would never at any time be congenial work to this 
nature-lover; and, though the manner of its ending is to be 
regretted, the ending gave the poetic genius, bound sometime to 
display itself, an earlier opportunity of developing into full life. 
Burns's words will tell the story best, and they are sufficiently 
terse and bitter. "This turned out a sadly unlucky affair. My 
partner was a scoundrel of the first water, who made money by 
the mystery of thieving, and, to finish the whole, while we were 
giving a welcome carousal to the New Year, our shop, by the 
drunken carelessness of my partner's wife, took fire, and burned 
to ashes, and I was left, like a true poet, without a sixpence." 

We could well have wished that Burns had been more 
explicit, but we can understand a keen-temperamented man's 
hasty dismissal of an unpleasant incident. As it is, however, the 
statement provokes several que>tions, and the matter is compli
cated by the fact that two heckling-shops compete for the doubt
ful honour of being the one that left Bu,rns sixpenceless. Such 
questions are :-What was his partner's particular "scoundrelism "? 
It was in general terms the "mystery of thieving." Are we to 
understand, what is certainly likely, that Burns put a little money 
into the concern in return for instruction in the art of flax-dress
ing, and that he was cheated." The first partner was a mar, 
Peacock, a half-brother of the poefs mother, and nearer relations 
than this have cheated one another. There would, no doubt, 
be a split between Burns and this " scoundrel of the first water." 
When did it take place? Before or after Hogmanay night of 
1781? And if before, who was "my partner" with the "careless, 
drunken wife"? And where precisely was the shop that was 
burned? The last question is the only one upon which any 
satisfactory light can be brought to bear, and it is perhaps best to 
tell the two sides to the question, with any illuminating surmise 
that may be available. 
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!t is generally agreed in Irvine that the first shop iq which 
Burns heckled was in Glasgow Venne!, stirndipg back from the 
line of the narrow street so named, and about halfway up on the 
right hand as we go from the Port-head. It has been supposed 
by some that Burns heckled in orie erid of the building, and 
lived in the other, but this is not likely. His lodging will be 

The Olasgow Vennel Heckling Shop. 

spoken of later. Peacock lived in a house in front of the shop, 
and standing on the line of the street, and this has been recon
structed. It is stated 011 certain authorities that this particular 
heckling-shop was the one that was burned. Mr Maxwell Dick, 
bookseller, a man of considenible ingenuity and ability; held this 
view, relying on the evidence of two women who lived in the 
neighbourhood of the Vennel shop-Mrs Yorkston and Mrs 
Finlay. But nearly forty years had elapsed before Mr Dick -'V?ell 



in a position even to begin to. inquire ·about the matter, for he did' 
not come to Irvine till 1820. He would probably begin his inquiry 
with the supposition that because Burns heckled in Glasgow 
Vennel at first, he heckled there to the end. Then his two 
informants, no longer young, and with other memories crowding 
out such a comparatively unimportant thing as a shop fire, would 
not be very reliable witnesses. They might remember that there 
had been a fire, that Burns had been concerned with it, and that 
he had wrought in the Glasgow Vennel, and their conclusion 
is obvious, but not necessarily correct. If David Sillar had any
thing to say in the matter, his right to cri!dence is somewhat 
reduced by the fact that he did not come to Irvine till after Burns 
had left it. 

On the evidence stated above, the theory of tfllil Glasgow 
Venne! shop's having been the scene of the fire was accepted by 
various writers on Bums. But another claimant to the distinction 
appeared later-a heckling shop, in a close in High Street, in 
the part on the side of the Bridgegate-head, remoti;i from the 
Venne!. The late ex-Provost Paterson had frequently heard Mrs 
Maule, widow of a teacher of English in the Burgh School, state 
that the fire took place in Montgomerie Boyd's Close, and he was 
therefore inclined to dt>ubt the correctness of the otber statement. 
Mr and Mrs Maule had come to Irvine the year the fire 
took place, and Mrs Maule, who held very decided opinions 
as to the scene of the fire, was at last very strongly supported, 
for Mr Paterson, happening to speak to .Mr Hugh Alexander of 
Braidmead on the subject, was informed by the latter that John 
Boyd, a weaver in Eglinton Street, and a cousin of Montgomerie 
Boyd, had something to say about the fire. Mr· Alexander gave 
Mr Paterson a memorandum, from which the following is quoted : 
-" 22nd June, 1850,-Saw John Boyd (born 1761), second 
cousin of Montgomerie Boyd, baker. John was present at burn
ing of Rob. Burns' heckling-shop, and threw snowballs into the 
fire. The shop was situated in Montgonierie Boyd's Close. 
Burns, either before or after this fire, wr<>Ught in Glasgow Venne!." 
When John Boyd ~ade this stAtement be was 8~ )'earfl t>ld,.antl, 
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his memory might be held to be defective, but, in ·vindication of 

his power of recollection, he repeated that day to Mr Alexander 

four verses of doggerel compose.d by a Dreghorn man, the subject 

being the town of Irvine, and the time of composition the year of 

the "Buchanites," whose beliefs are characterised as " terrible 

delusions." The verses form part of the memorandum, 

Montgomerle Boyd's Close. 

but need not be quoted here. This statement by John Boyd 

received strong confirmation in 1859. At the centenary dinner 

the Hon. Adam Fairie, a native of Irvine, and who had come 

from Montreal, stated that he recollected the fire, and that it 

had taken place in a close a few doors up the High Street from 

the King's Arms Hotel, in which the dinner was being held. 

This is Montgomerie Boyd's Close. Mr Fairie was between 80 

and 90 ·when he made this statement. Suppose he was 85, he 
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would be seven years old at the time of the fire . . The present 
occupant of the shop and bakehouse, which latter is on the site of 
the old heckling-shop, has also something confirmatory to say
to wit that, when he took possession, there was an old door lying 

l .' 
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Heckling Shop In Montgomerie Boyd's Close. 

about with the name "Robert Bµrns" rudely cut with .a knife, 
and ? date " 17-something," he could not recollect what. He 
gave the door to a gentleman interested in such matters, who 

• died not very long after. It would, no doubt, be broken up for 
firewo9d, as the writer has tried in vain to trace it. 

It, .will be noticed that in his memorandum, Mr Alexander 

iiiiys :-" Burn~, either before _or after this fire, wrought in 



40 

Glasgow Vennel.'' Ons is ·ahitost aftaid to venture another stahf. 

ment by a lawyer in Irvine, sa mueh more does it eomplicate the 

question. He says that the deeds relative to the house in Mont

gomerie Boyd's Close passed through his hands, and that one 

name he recollects in them was Peacock. Supposing that this 

Peacock is the one to whom Burns Went lili1 coming to Irvine, 

this would get rid of the dubiety of the twcJ 11 tny partners,'' for it 

would identify them. But it would lip!IE!t the accepted site of the 

first shop Burns ~nought in1 and woutd malie it that Burns went 

to the Glasgow -Vennel only after the fire had drlvert him out of 

the High l1treet j though of course it t11iglit be surmised that he 

perhaps worked ill bmh shops1 according as tllere Was work to be 

had. It would alsa threw ~he quarrel betweett him and Peacock 

into 1781, 
The whole question stiinds as has been stated, and the most 

reasonablE! conehtsh:m seems to be that Burns began work in the 

Glasgow Vennei, tjulirrelled with Peacock, entered into partner

ship with sollle one else in Montgomerie Boyd's dfose, and was 

there burned out. 'The evidence for this tlotJclusitm is certainly 

stronger than that tor the burning of the Clasgow Vetinel shop. 

The " hut-and-hen '' thefjty of Burns's lodging-place has 

already been mentioued1 and it is eertainly feasible enough to 

suppose that he might have hedkled in one room of the building 

and lived in the other. 'This is not ~enerally believed. Taking 

this to have been Peacock's shop, this lodgement would come to 

an end at the quarrel, and another would have to be found. 

Whether he lived in the heckling-shop ar no, we are not left in 

any doubt about where he lived "till he left Irvine:' 

In the narrow Glasgow Vennel, at one time the only way into 

Irvine from the Glasgow side, henee the name, and on the tight 

as you gd from the Townhead, stands ti hbuse of two storey91 with 

a stair on each side of the lobby. ·Going up the right-hand stair, 

we come to an attic at the ba~k of the house, which we reverence 

as the room in which the future poet, then heckler, lived. His 

lodging •as not what we now-a-days know by the term, with the 

·tonvemianal landlady; but a room hlted, and perhaps ftJroi9hed 
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by him, where he looked after himself, and cooked his own f0od, 
simple enough, by custom and necessity. 1< My meal is nearly 
out, but I am going to borrow till I get a little more." So runs 
the postscript of the down-hearted lttter he wrote to Lochlea on 
27th December, 1781. From this we gather that supplies were 
sent from home, and that Burns was his own cook-housekeeper. 

The Glasgow Vennel. 

Tenement in which Burns lodged, first on right. 

Very literally, here and elsewhere, he "cultivated the Muses on a 
little oatmeal." In this little room he left a memorial of himself 
in the shape of initials and a date, rudely cut on the lintel part 
of the mantelpiece, "R.B, 1782." One can fancy the spirit in 
which this rude and simple commemorating was done. A burned
out heckler, a sixpenceless poet, feeling that trade had no opening 
for him1 as it certainly had littl~ charm. He is about to turn his 

6 
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back on heckling and to face farming again in Lochlea, where he 

probably arrived in March, and he will leave a "frail memorial " 

in the place where he feels he has made a failure. Did he, think 

you, dream of his monumentum acre ferennius? 

Burns'• Lodging. 

Perhaps m this attic, scene of times and feelings 

that he "could not afterwards recall without a shudder," 

were written, "Winter, a Dirge," eldest of his printed 

pieces1 and "A Prayer1 written under the pressure of 

• 
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violent anguish." That he was m " violent ang11ish/ the 
downheartedness of a keen temperament that rises high and sinks 
as low, is quite evident. "The weakness of his nerves has debili
tated his mind,'' he writes in December to his father: He 
expects soon to "bid an eternal adieu to all the pains, and uneasi
ness, and disquietudes of this weary life," of which he is " heartily 
tired." He finds his "only pleasurable employment" in "looking 
backwards and forwards in a moral and religious way." Espe
cially "forwards," for the description of Heaven, in Revelation 
vii., 15-17, is more pleasant to him than "any ten times as many 
verses in the whole Bible" : and the "eternal adieu," with 
this Heaven to come after it, is a thought by which he is "quite 
transported." A sad letter for his father to receive, and a poor 
substitute for the pleasure of seeing his son, who does not expect 
to get to Lochlea on New-Year'5 Day, because "work comes so 
hard upon us that I do not choose to be absent on that account." 
New-Year's Day found poor Burns probably worse than ever, 
cursing himself by all his gods for the folly and disaster of the 
Hogmanay night "carousal." This state of mind colours the 
poetry of the time. Winter, with his "sweeping blast and sky 
o'ercast," are to him 

" more dear 
Than all the pride of May; 
The tempest's howl it soothes my soul, 
My grief it seems to join ; 
The leafless trees my fancy please, 
Their fate resembles mine." 

In this spirit "God is his refuge and his strength, a very present 
help in time of trouble." 

" Thou Power Supreme, whose mighty scheme 
These woes of mine fulfil, 
Here, firm, I rest : they must be blest, 
Because they are Thy will ! 
Then all I want (0 do Thou grant 
This one request of mine)! 
Since to enjoy Thou dost deny, 
Assist me to resign." 



This sentiment i~ repeated in " A Prayer" : 

" But if 1 must afflicted be, 
To suit some wise design 1 
Then man my soul with firm resolves, 
To bear and not repine." 

It is a sufficiently sad state of affairs this, sad to think of, how 
much bitterer to live and move among! The coming to Irvine
however proud Irvine may be of it-was a mistake. The child 
of nature could not do with dusty heckling-shops and untoward 
flax; the lover of the "wee, modest, crimson tipped flower," the 
sympathiser with the "wee, sleekit, cowrin', tim'rous beastie,'' 
whose "wee bit housie" was "in ruin," could never "thole" an 
attic in the Glasgow Vennel. Trade was never for our Burns, 
who, perhaps, more than he who claimed it, "lisped in numbers." 
One does not know whether to smile or to wipe his eyes over the 
contrast of the letter of December 27 and the scene of the 
Hogmanay night, the "giving a welcome carousal to the New 
Year." It is either a glorious prophecy of the lines beginning 
"Inspiring bold John Barleycorn," when, "wi' tippeny" and 
"usquabae" a man could be made "glorious o'er a' the ills o' 
life victorious." Or it is a hint to Burns-lovers of the torture that 
came from time to time from this mercurial, because artistic, 
temperament: lifting him at times to the crest of life's wave, at 
another plunging him in its lowest trough. The latter is, per
haps, the better view, certainly the one that makes us feel far 
kindlier to our poet. 

Glimpses of Burns in his daily life in Irvine come to us from 
various sources, and must be cherished by all who love a life that 
was now opening out and gettin~ ready for the great fruit-bearing. 
The poetic instinct was upon him. About this time he is de
scribed by Miss Greenshields of Spring bank as "clever at making 
rhymes, especially against ministers," and we know that his desire 
to write sent him in search of all the poetry he could get hold of. 
In the High Street of Irvine, close to the Old Tolbooth, stood 
the shop of Templeton, ~he bookseller. Part of the stock of 
trade, always being added to as material provided, was a collec-
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tion of ballads, printed, as we have all seen them, on slips like 

newspaper columns. This shop was a frequent resort of our 

poet, who regularly put the question, "Is there anything new in 

that line?" He would then take the "anythings new," and, 

Templeton's Shop. 

seating himself on the counter, would read them, and, coming on 

something that satisfied bis taste, would read it aloud. Templeton 

would later owe much "new in that line" to his inquirer, and 

when the first edition of Burns's poems was published, he acted 

as a kind of local treasurer, collecting and forwarding to him the 

Irvine subscriptions. 
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Coming from Tarbolton as a Free-mason, he mixed with the 
brethren of the " Craft" in St. Andrew's Lodge in Irvine. It is 
conjectured that it was in Irvine that Burns wrote "No church
man am I," whose refrain is the "big-belly'd bottle," and which 
sings its praise with more or less sincerity. There is no certainty 
of this, but, as Mr Wallace says, "the date of the composition is 
immaterial." 

" Churchm~n " or no, Irvine "Big Kirk," the original of 
that North Ayrshire name for the Parish Church, claims hir.1 
certainly for a worshipper, and, perhaps, for a member; and the 
Rev. James Richmond, then parish minister, believe<l that the 
poet took the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in Irvine for the 
first time. There is no Roll of ~ommunicants for 1781-82 
extant, and the name of Robert Burns has no place in the Session 
Records. But the records show no names of first communicants, 
for the Roll, such as it was, could rightly be held as an official 
document of members. We can with sufficient certainty believe 
that Burns " sat under" Mr Richmond while he lived in Irvine. 
The membership and first membership may be the minister's 
pious imaginings, the wish fathering the thought. Mr Rich
mond's daughter records her father's belief; and the writer 
confesses that, be it pious imagining or no, he, too, is fain to 
cherish the belief that, in the church in which he ministers, the 
poet first received the "elements." 

In Irvine Burns may be said to have had his first experience 
of town-life, and it must be left to individual tastes to say whether 
the influences were desirable or the reverse. Calvinism had a 
strong hold on the West of Scotland in his day, and he would be 
nurtured upon it. But Armenianism and Socinianism were rife 
too, and there were pulpits that were proclaiming more liberal 
views. On the authority of a writer of an " Account of the Life 
and Character of Robert Burns,'' the introduction to an edition 
of Burns's poems and letters, it can be concluded that the 
Calvinism of Burns began to waver in Irvine. "During his stay 
in Irvine, however," says this writer, "a severe shock was given to 
both his orthodoxy and to his morals. On enquiring who had 
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been his principal associates at that place, I was directed among 
others to an elderly person engaged in trade, who has, through 
life, rendered himself singular by differing from the most general 

opinions and customs of his neighbours. I was informed that 
during the latter part of their connection they were in 

the practice of spending the Sunday evenings together. Religion, 

he added, was often the subject of their conversation, in the 

discussion of which the poet commonly ranged himself on the 

High Street of Irvine In Burns' s time. 

side of Calvin; but from this statioh his companion took the 
credit of withdrawing him, saying with some complacency, 'to 

me, I believe, he was indebted for a more liberal way of think

ing.'" The "complacent" unsettler of religious beliefs may be 
speaking truth, or he may not be. The Calvinism may have got 
its "severe shock" before he came to Irvine, and Burns may 

have been taking a side for argument's sake. Or might it be by 
way of attempt to re-convince himself, because his belief was 

shaky? It matters little when the "severe shock" came, for 

. corne it rnust some day. Be was bound to be a religious rnan
1 

a 
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man of deep rellgiou• sentiment. He tel111 us that, "a mathe
matician without religion is a probable character ; an irreligious 

poet is a monster" (to Mrs Dunlop, 12th February, q88). But 

he "was almost bound," as Mr Wallace says, "to combine 

rationalism in theology, with a genuine religious sentiment. 

He had the same bias in reasoning as most 

of the leading intellects of his age. The consciousness 

of the living pre~ence of God in nature was always stronger in 

him th'ln any theory of redemption." So we find him writing at 

Chri~tm::is. 1793, "Is not the 'Task' a glorious poem? The 

religion of the 'Task,' being a few scraps of Calvinistic divinity, 

is the religion of God and Nature, the religion that exalts, that 

ennobles a man.'' A book to whose opinions he would doubtless 

be ::ittracted, as being in accord with his own way of thinking, 

was c:i.lled " Letters concerning the religion essenti:il to man, as 

it is distinct rrom what is merely an accession to it." This was a 

translation of a French work, published in Glasgow in 1761, and 

in 1786 Burns presented thi~ copy to a John Tennant in Glen

conner, ''a paltry present from Robt. Burns, the Scotch bard, to 

his own friend and' his father's friend." Bnrns held some of the 

opinions of this book, and would welcome it, but it need not be 

held that it formed his views; it would only corroborate them. 

The writer insists that "true religion consists less in the holding 

of a special set of oµiniom than in the sincerity with which they 

are held." And w.: may be ceruin that the Poet would heartily 

subscribe to such an opinion as this: "It may happen that I 

~h::ill not always be able to discover in the Scripture whatever 

ariother person thinks he discovers i'l it. But, however, if that 

other per~on acts with sincerity in his enquiry, he fulfils his task 

by acquiescing in what appears to be evident, and I, too, fulfil 

Jlline by suspending my judgment as to what appears to me to be 

doubtful. It is enough, in short, if he and I believe everything 

we can believe to be true, and if we act accordingly. This, I 

think, is a religion which no controversy can shake." Carlyle's 

definition of religion probably describes Burns's religion, wher(', 

when1 and howsoever that religion took shape, "not the many 
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things a man tries to believe, but the few things he cannot 
doubt." 

He got also in Irvine, we have been told, a " severe shock" 
to his morals. This is hard upon Irvine, but it is feared that it 
has to be admitted as true. Burns alleges it himself. This time 
the " shock " is due to Richard Brown, and it would not be 
greatly surprising to find that "the elderly person engaged in 
trade" who claimed with "complacency" that Burns was 
"indebted to him for a more liberal way of thinking," in matters 
religious, was this same Richard Brown returned to Irvine, though 
it is likely to have been some other. They were great friends, 
and, as Burns says, "His knowledge of the world was vastly 
superior to mine, and I was all attention to learn." Bwwn 
figures honourably as a teacher in an'.lther branch of instruct1011, 
a~ will be shown la~er, but here he has not much credit. ··He 
was the only man I ever saw," Burns proceeds in his letter t<J Dr 
Moore, "who was a greater fool than myself when woman was 
the presiding star; but he spoke of a certain fashionable failing 
with levity" (another form of this sentence is, " He spoke of 
illicit love with the levity of a sailor"), " which hitherto I had 
reg;i.rded with horror. Here his friendship did me a mischief, 
and the consequence was that, soon after I resumed the plough, 
I wrote the enclosed 'welcome.'" This is "A Poet's Welcome 
to his Love-begotten Daughter," Elizabeth, the child of Burns 
and Elizabeth Paton, who had, heen a servant at Lochlea. It can
not be proved that, within the bounds of Irvine, Brown "did me a 
mischief." But she can certainly console herself. Burns confe>ses 
that, before he came to Irvine, " Vive l'amJ:tr et vive la bci.r;atelle" 
were his sole principles of action. Shall we say that, like the 
"more liberal way of thinking,'' this other was bound to come ! 
Certainly, after events make the s~1pposition not unlikely. 

Richard Brown has more credit in another sphere of 
influence. According to the parish register, he was the son of 
William Brown and Jane Whinie, and was born 2nd June, 1753. 
Nearly six years is a great advance on a country lad of 22, and 
this clever young man who had, Ulysses-like, " seen men and 

7 
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cities," and who had suffered hardship on an American 

privateer, and on the coast of Connaught, would easily, as he did, 

acquire an ascendancy over the heart and imagination of Burns. 

The roots -:>f friendship evidently struck deep, in Burns at least. 

His description of Brown in the letter to Dr Moore is quite 

enthusiastic. "From this adventure (the sojourn in Irvine) 

I learned something of a town life ; but the principal thing which 

gave my mind a turn was a friendship I formed with a young 

fellow, a very noble character, but a hapless son of misfortune. 

He was the son of a simple mechanic; but a great man in the 

neighbourhood, taking him under his patronage, gave him a 

genteel education with a view of bettering his situation in life. 

The patron dying just as he was ready to launch out into the 

wo.-ld, the poor fellow went to sea. . . . He is at this time master 

of a large West Indiaman belonging to the Thamea. His mind 

was fraught with inrlependence, magnanimity, and every manly 

virtue. I loved and admired him to a degree of enthusiasm, and 

of course strove to imitate him. In some measure I succeeded : 

I bad pride before, but he taught it to flow in proper channels." 

Then follows the piece already quoted about the " mischief." 

There is no uncertain sound in these words. They admit 

indchtedness, good as well as bad. The warm feeling continued, 

and Burns looked back on his friendship with Brown as the 

kind not often repeated. "There is a time of life beyond which 

we cannot form a tie worth the name of friendship. ' 0 youth ! 

enchanting stage, profusely blest.'" He jocularly looks forward 

to a renewal elsewhere of the friendship, where, with their wives 

and families, the two heroes "may in some snug retreat ma.ke a 

jovial party to all eternity." ~ut the jocularity gives way to very 

evident sincerity in another letter: You are the earliest friend 

I now have on earth, my brothers excepted ; and is not that an 

endearing circumstance? When you and I first met, we were at 

the green period of human life ..... You and I not only took a 

mutual bent, but by the melancholy, though strong, influence of 

being both of the family of the unfortunate, we were entwined 

with one another in our growth towards advanced age; anti 
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blasted be the sacrilegious hand that shall attempt to undo the 
union! You and I must have one bumper to my favourite toast: 
' May the companion of our youth be the friends of our old 
age.' " Poor Burns ! " the friends of our old age.'' Ohiit 1796; 
aetat 37 ! 

To Irvine, then, Burns was indebted for a friend to whom 
" his sole clave.'' " Mischief" and all, he loved and cherished 
Richard Brown, and Brown influenced him for good as well as 
ill. "Independence, magnanimity, and every manly virtue;" 
"pride taught to flow in proper channels." These and something 
else. The poetic spirit was bound to assert itself; the fame, to 
come. But it is certainly a great thing to say of Brown what 
Burns said in 1787, when his greatness had now been recognised. 
The fact is, Brown had seen what was in Burns-not all of it, of 
course ; but enough to tell him he had met a genius. And we 
can leave Brown, giving him his title to honour in Burns's own 
words : "I have met with few things in life which have given me 
more pleasure than Fortune's kindness to you since those days i~ 
which we met in the vale of misery, as I can honestly say that I 
never knew a man who more truly deserved it, or to whom my 
heart more truly wished it. . . . Do you recollect a Sunday we 
spent together in Eglinton woods ? You told me, on my 
repeating some verses to you, that you wondered I could resist 
the temptation of sending verses of such merit to a magazine. 
It was from this remark I derived that i~ea of my own piece•>, 
which encouraged me to endeavour at the character of a poet." 

Some months after Burns h'.!d left Irvine there came to it 
Mrs Buchan, who proceeded to worship under the Reverend Hugh 
White, minister of the "Relief" Church. She had captivated Mr 
White by telling him he had' captivated her by his preaching-a 
quite intelligible reciprocity-and on the minister's invitation the 
future prophetess appeared in the quiet burgh, and for a time 
matters were anything but quiet. " Luckie Buchan" posed as 
the Holy Spirit, able to confer immortality whh a breath, and 
promised to turn her faithful ones into so many Enochs, who, 
being translated to heaven, should not "taste death." Immortality 
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ultimately, and as a matter of course, accompanied this extraor

dinary outbreak of religious imposture and credulity. Poor White 

got deposition from the "Relief" body, and Mrs Buchan and her 

foolish crew expulsion from Irvine. No one need<; wonder at 

the silliness of the time ; some of it is being repeated in our own 

day in somewhat similar terms. It becomes intere~ting to us in 

our present pursuit by Burns's connection with it. He was 

keenly alive to all movements in religions life, and he was not 

forgetful of Irvine. So, in August, 1784, we find him writing 

from Mossgiel tu Mr James Burness, Montrose, a graphic account 

of the Buchanites :-"We have been surprised with one of the 

most extraordinary phenomena in the moral world which, I 

daresay, has happened in the course of this last century. We 

have had a party of the 'Presbytery Relief,' as they call them

selves, for some time in this county. A pretty thriving society of 

them has been in the burgh of Irvine for some years past till, 

about two years ago a Mrs Buchan, from Glasgow, came and 

began to spread some fanatical notions of religion among them, 

and in a short time made many converts; and, among others, 

their preacher, one Mr White, who, upon that account, has been 

suspended and formally deposed by his brethren. He continued, 

however, to preach in private to his party, and was supported, 

both he and their Spiritual Mother, as they affect to call old 

Buchan, by the contributions of the rest, several of whom were in 

good circumstances ; till, in spring last, the populace rose and 

mobbed the old leader, Buchan, and put her out of the town, on 

which all her followers voluntarily quitted the place likewise, and 

with such precipitation that many of them never shut their doors 

behind them; one left a washing on the green, another a cow 

bellowing at her crib without meat or anybody to mind her; and, 

after several stages, they are fixed at present in the neighbourhood 

of Dumfries." It is interesting to note, in passing, that John 

Galt, then in his fifth year, took part in the exodus, but was 

pursued by his mother and drawn back " by the lug and 

the horn." 

Besides his general interest in the Buchanites, Burns, it is 
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alleged had a particular interest in one of the sect, Jean Gardner, 

daughter of a butcher, in whose house Mr White is said to have 

lodged. Train, who receives support from the Rev. Dr 

Hewison, of Rothesay, alleges that in the lines, 

" Ye hae your Meg, your dearest part. 
And I my darling Jean," 

(written to "D.ivie, a brother poet,") the "darling Jean" is Jean 

Gardner. Innes, a Iluchanite, expresses Jean's unwillingness that 

Burns should see her when they were near Tarbolton. Train 

adduces this, and adds that Burns visited her at Auchengibbert. 

But the usually understood "Jean" is surely not to be dethroned 

in this way. And, looking to the fact that none of the Ellisland 

letters or poems refer to her, we may conclude with Mr Wallace 

that Jean Gardner, although "a young woman of very surpassing 

beauty," " must be accounted the most shadowy of Burns's 

heroines, if she can fairly be considered a heroine at all." 

Burns was a man who by his personal qualities, social and 

intellectual, made friends wherever he went, and the Burgh of 

Irvine can claim some of these in various ways not least distin

guished. Perhaps the first that should be named is David 

Sillar, "Davie, brother poet, lover, ploughman, fiddler," as the 

first "Epistle'' is titled, wherein he gets the high compliment of 

being called "Ace o' Hearts." He was a year younger than 

Burns, and met him in Tarbolton at the Debating Club, in social 

gatherings, in walks when talk went about the debates, and about 

the high themes of lassies and rustic chivalry, and in courting 

expedition~, when the two friends probably " blackfooted " one 

another. It is to Sillar we are indebted for the description 

of Burns's personal appearance when he came to Irvine, already 

quoted; and from him we also get particulars about his character 

and habits. " His social disposition easily procured him ac· 

quaintance; but a certain satirical reasoning with which he and 

all poetical genuises are in some degree influenced, while it set 

the rustic circle in a roar, was not unaccompanied by its kindred 

attendant, suspicious fear. I recollect hearing his neighbours 



observe he had a great deal to say for ·himself, and that they 
suspected his principles." This poor genius of ours ! He had 
already begun to provoke the look askance, for no other reason 
than the well-known one, that he was cleverer than his fellows. 
But "Davie" was attracted, not repelled. "These surmises and 
his exterior bad such a magical influence on my curiosity as 
made me particularly solicitous of his acquaintance." "Davie" 
bad bis heart-break, too, however; a sufficiently amusing one, the 
rustic desire to court the belles of the parish, a bashfulness that 
barred progress, and an envious on-looking at his friend's calm 
conquering. "I have been frequently struck with his facility in 
addressing the fair sex; and many times, when I have been 
bashfully anxious to express myself, he would have entered into 
conversation with them with the greatest ease and freedom ; and 
it was generally a death-blow to our conversation, however agree
able, to meet a female acquaintance." How charmingly simple! 
Strephon and Chloe; but a Strephon needing a "blackfoot" : 
I Jamon and Pythias, but Pythias, if not nettled, at least hurt, 
because of Damon's conquering confidence. "Some book . . . 
he always carried " goes on his admirer, "and read when he was 
not otherwise employed. It was likewise his custom to read at 
table. In one of my visits to Locblea, in time of a sowen 
supper, he was so intent on reading, I think Tri'stram Shandy, 
that his spoon, falling out of his hand, made him exclaim, in a 
tone scarcely imitable, 'Alas ! Poor Yorick.'" 

Sillar does not appear to have been, as some have claimed, 
a man of superior education. These claimants have gone the 
further length of saying that Burns sought his friendship on 
a -:count of this superiority. As to who sought acquaintance we 
have Sillar's account of that. As to the superior education he 
tells us :-

" I ne'er depended for my knowledge 
On school, academy, nor college ; 
I got my learnin' at the flail, 
An' some I catch'd at the plough-tail ; 
Amang the brutes I own I'm bred, 
Since herding .was my native trade." 



55 

"He kept the parish school," we are told. He certainly did for 
a month or two during an interregnum. But that he was a 
parish schoolmaster is certainly not suggested by Burns's lines in 

the first "Epistle "-

" Think ye, that sic as you and I 
Wha drudge an' drive thro' wet and dry, 
W i' never-ceaoing toil ; 
Think ye, are we less bleot than they, 
Wha scarcely tent us in their way, 
As hardly worth their while ?" 

And he diligently added to his stock of parish school "lear'." 
Yet Sillar was a man of nathe ability. He had not exactly the 
gift of getting on in the world-he owed his gear to Fortune-but 
he had the faculty of coming up smiling after getting the worst 
in a bout with Fate. He tells us he was "bred among the 
brutes," but their society was evidently uncongenial, for he set 
about "bettering" himself, as it is called. To this end he came 
to Irvine in 1784, and began business as a grocer.-

" It is twa years an' something mair 
, Sin' I left Kyle i' thi~ •ame shi~e, 
An' cam' to trade an' think, an' fare, 

Like ither men, · 
'Side Irvine banks, an' country fair 

O' Kil\nikem." 

This was written m 1786. But he did not succeed. Why, c;an 
only be conjectured. Perhaps just because he did not " trade, 
an' think, an' fare like ither men," but tried to combine ver~e
making with shop-keeping. He became bankrupt. Five pounds 
of a debt saw poor David in the , Tolbooth, and, after his libera
tion, he set off for Edinburgh to try his fortune in the literary 
world. But this was no better, so, back to Irvine again: and 
now he found his corner. He began to teach, and at first his 
pupils were chiefly those desirous of learning navigation, though, 
later, his school increased so that he must have been earning 
nearly "£100 a year. One cannot help thinking that this guide in 
navigation would not at first be able to sail very far ahead of his 
followers; there would be rocks, and ~ho1ls, and .uncertain 



soundings, and, occasionally, sailing on different tacks. But the 

teacher's native wit would assert itself, and the port of success 

was reached at last. His ultimate wealth was due to the deaths of 

three brothtrs, of whom he was sole heir, though the heirs of a 

Mr Walker, partner of one of the brothers, got a share of the 

latter's estate. Behold the Poet's friend, then, wealthy, hcnoured, 

David Sillar's House. 

a Councillor, and then a Magistrate in the Royal Burgh he had 

made his home, and in which he died in 1830, aged 70 ! We are 

told he was very careful, even "parsimonious," in his latter days; 
but another says he was "generous, though not ostentatious in 

the bestowal of his benevolence." He refused to subscribe to 

the fund for erecting the monument on the banks of " bonnie 

Doon," alleging as his reason, "I c~nnot do so. You starved 
him when alive1 and you cannot with g·iod grace ere<:t a mom1 
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ni'ent to hirn now." &'ot very logical, though possibly a genuine 
feeling. Having s'tarved a living mnn is no reas'o'n for Mso 
star~ing th·e ~'ead ~an's memory. Dne cann-1t help wondering 
{vt'e e the Wurn.s cui't wou1ct have lieen in this principle. 

Dav:d Si liar's Grave in Irvine Kirkyard. 

Burns C"lls Sitlar a" b;other poet" in January, 1785. The 
lattc-r had no doubt been "rhyming aw.1y," and he continued to 
rhyme, but it cannot be seriously advanced that he was a poet. 
He had not, it may be taken for certain, any thought of publish
ing until the success of Burns flooded Scotland with what has 
bee,! called "nonsense under the nan'it of Scottish poetry." The 
We's't Qf Sc;otla.nd saw a good dea.i Qf this "n'onsens~ ;" arid 

8 
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perhaps Sillars' was a<; good as any, and better than most, of it. 

Somehow we feel it difficult to account for the "Ace o' Hearts." 

The two men may have been alike at the beginning, but there 

comes to be a tremendously long moral stride between the poet 

who died in 1796 and the magistrate who lived till 1830. They 

seem scarcely possible developments from like germs. The first 

" Epistle " gives the impression that " Davie" is forgotten in the 

making of poetry, and in the weaving into verse the good thinking 

and feeling it contains. The second " Epistle" is a kind of 

disquisition in the philosophy of life from the poet's point of 

view, and on the accompanying charms of poesy. While, i:i:i the 

letter of August, 1789, is there not a kind of forced expression of 

continued interest? The interest is there, no doubt, practical 

enough in Burns, whu helps to get subscribers for the book ; the 

form of friend'>hip, too; but somehow the men are apart by more 

than the distance of from Ellisland to Irvine. They came 

together in 1780 by some community of taste, and, perhaps, 

scarcity of companionship ; and the warm impulse of poetic youth 

may account for the "Ace o' Hearts ;" but years, and tastes, and 

character separated them. 

Dr John Mackenzie, of Mauchline, and later of Irvine, 
0

is 

another whom " Bums and Irvine " brings before us. From 

being the doctor not much impressed by the poet at theirftrst 

meeting, he became his firm and valued friend. To him, among 

others-Gavin Hamilton, James Smith, and Robert Aiken, e.g.

the poems written at Mossgiel were submitted, and encourage

ment and criticism were sought and given. He is, perhaps, the 

" Common Sense" who, where 

" Peebles, frae the water-fit 
Ascends the holy rostrum," 

in "The Holy Fair," 

" Has ta' en the road 
An' aff, an' up the Cowgate, 

Fast, fast, that day." 

And he got the first copy, after the original, with two verses 

added, of "The Calf," that famous epitome, or travesty, of a 
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sermon, the outcomP. of a challenge by Mr Hal1lilton, that the 
poet should bring him, confined that day to the house, a note of 
the sermon in verse. Dr Mackenzie came to Irvine in the end of 
the 18th century, and he seems to have taken some interest in 
affairs municipal, for we find him Treasurer and Dean of Guild, 

I 

.I 
Dr John Mackenzie' s House. 

and more thau once a Bailie. About 1831 he removed to 
Edinburgh, where he died in 1837. He was married to Helen 
Miller, daughter of John Miller, of the Sun Inn, Mauchline. 
She was one of the " Belles of Mauchline," celebrated by Burns. 
It is there conceded that " Miss MiHer is fine," though, of course, 

"Armour's the jewel for me o' them a'." 



l;>r, ~.ac~enz~ puts us in ~~?~ ~o bin:i. i,9 99pQ.y,cti<m, W:~Q 
Bur~~; he gives a discttrnin~ ~~n's. fi,~sl imprt'&si91], of t~m Pf?M:; 

~nd ~~ bring,~ Burns a
1
nd1 D~gaJd} ~.t~~ar~ toget,l)~r-t,l?t;; ~~9-t~~~ 

poetry a.ri1 ppilosoph.x of t.~e time. I:{ere is. t.h~ Q.r,Jlt i~p.r~ssiqµ : 
-" The poet seemed. dist~nt, suspiciqtJs, ll.nd. withou~ arr wJs)l. to 
interest or please. He kept himself very silent in ~. d~rk c9~ner 

of the roo'l},; and, before he took any p;irt i~ the col)\:f':r~a

tion, I fr,t;5Wff Ptly detected. him scrutinising me. dur,in~. tp.Y 
conver~atjo_n with his father and brother. When the conversaJion, .. ,.,.fi 
wq~fh w~s~ q~ a medical subject, had taken the tum.~!(. wished, he 
b~&an to engage in it, displaying a dexterity, q[, r.t'.asoning, an 
in~~nuity of reflection, and a famili~rity with topics apparently 
b~yq9d his reach, by which his visitor was no less pleased than 
astpqj~hed." 

' . ~ the autumn of 1786, Professor pugald Stewart w.as lh:.ing 
at Catrine Bank, on the Ayr, near .Mossgiel. Dr Mackenz.ii;.. lj.ad 
m~~ him acquainted with Burns's poetry, and the res~lt W a 
desire on the Profossor's part that the Poet should dine with him, 

t '• > I • d ~j 

whi~lt he did on 23rd October. There he met Lord Daer, solli of 
the lj:arl of Selkirk. It evidently was a great day for Bums. With 

{ f' ' 

a touch of humour he speaks of it as the n!!'er-to-be-forgotten 
ii .. 

day, when 
" Sae far I sprauchled up the brae, 

I dinnered wi' a lord." 

H!! ''. marked nought uncommon," 

" Except goocJ sense and social glee, 
An' (what surprised me) modesty." 

The fient o' pride, nae pride had he, 
Nor sauce, nor state, that I could see, 

Mair than an honest ploughman." 

The poet's sense of himself as well as rank is heightened : 

" Then from his lordship I shall learn 
Henceforth to meet with unconcern 

One rank as weel's another. 
Nae honest worthy man need care 
To meet with noble youthful Daer, 

For he but meets a brother." 
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8i9c;l. i:; a13 ip,pch pl~l).sed. "{itl.}. ~h.~ :J?rof~ssor,, (Q.~ he wri~ t.Q. br 

¥jac~~n~i~ :~" ~ nevei; sp~qt an ~ter1;1.Qo11 lJ.ll)ong great {Qlks with 

h:llf ~~at pJ~asuri:: as wh,er;i1 in, <;:ompa,ny with you, I had the 

honour of paying WX ~v,oirs to tha,t plai,n, honest, worthy 111ao, 

'k'f· Pr:<;>.~SSQr(, I would he. delighted to. see him perfpr,m acts of 

~,ipc;lpess anc;l fdt:n\lship, though ~ ·.ver~ not the opject ; ~e does it 

wi.th sµch a grace. I think his character, divided· into ten parts, 

stands thus : Four parts ~ocrates, four parts Nathaniel, and two 

parts Shwspeart-'s Brutus." 

Anffi '{e cannot part with Dr Ma-::kenzie without quoting 

Dugald1 ~wart's opinion of Bums--the meeting had been plainly 

a succe~ :¥~! rpµ!Wl :-"His mallllt:rs were then., as they continued 

ever af~rw;uds, simpli:. manly~ !\(Id in~pt:ndent ; strongly 

expreS!'ive. of. conscious ge11iµ'i a11d• w.ort~ •. but witpout anything 

that indicated fonvarcJness, arrogance, or vanity.. He, to()k. his 

~hare in th~ conver.satfon, but not more t.han. belonged· to, him ; 

and listened with apparent attention and deference on. s.ubjects 

where hi~ want of education deprived him of the mea11~ of 

infprmation. If there had been more of gentleness and accom

modation in his temper, he would, l. think, have been still more 

interesting ; but he bad been accustomed to give law in the 

circle of his ordinary acquaintance, and his dread. of anything 

approaching meanness or servility rendered his manner somewhat 

decided and hard. Nothing, perhaps, was more reiµarkable 

amoi;ig his v~riou~ ~ttaipm~nts. than. the fluenGy1 ~.nd · Pf~sion, 
and originality of his language when he spoke in company ; more 

particularly as he aimed at purity in his turn of expression, and 

avoided, more succt:ssfully than most Scotchmen, the;: peculiarities 

of Scottish phraseology." 

Mr Charles Hamilton of Craighlaw, distinguished by 

ex-Provost Paterson in his private not~s as "the first: in the 

district, except the family of Eglii;iton, to dri-ve a close carriage,'' 

lived in the house at the corner .of. the Higo .Street and Glasgow 

Venne!, now t.he Porthead Tav~m1, some fifty.yards from Burns'~ 

lodging. He was Collector of. Customs, and Provost. of· Irvh~e 

during B~rn,s's stay in the to.wn, .and w:as orw Qf tlw f~w, w;J:w took 
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notice of the budding genius, sometime heckler. Burns visited 
at his house, and there became acquainted with his son, Dr 
Hamilton, of Kilmarnock, who became, along with others, 
security for the printing of the Kilmarnock edition. 

It would be wrong ·to leave personages in Irvine who were 
connected with Btirns without mention of Betty Smith, an Irvine 
girl, who could tell about the removal to Ellisland. She took 

r----·~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~ 
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I 
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Provost Hamilton's House. 

her part in the quaint ceremonial of the time. " Burns made her 
take the Family Bible and a bowl of salt, and, placing the one 
upon the other, carry them to the new house, and walk into it 
before anyone else. This was the old freit appropriate to the 
taking possession of a new house, the object being to · secure 
good-luck for all who should tenant it. He himself, with his 
good wife on his arm, followed the bearer of the Bible and the 
salt, and so entered on the possession of his home." 

It is fitting that -a town so intimately connected with Burns's 
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earlier days as man and poet should have, as certainly it has, an 
enthusiastic and flourishing Burns Club. On 2nd June, 1826, 
the following document was drawn up:-

WE, subscribers, agree hereby to form, and do now form, ourselves into a 
Committee for the purpose of establishing a Club or Society for commemorating 
the birth of Robert Burns, the Ayrshire Poet, and we agree to meet at an 
early day to get the preliminaries of the Club pro,ierly arranged. 

(Signed) 
JOHN MACKENZIE, M.D. 
DA V!D SILLAR. 
WILLIAM GILLIES, Grain Dealer. 
JOHN PEEBLES, Convener of Trades. 
JAMES JOHNSTON. 
ROBERT WYLLIE, Harbour Master. 

JOHN ORR. 
JAMES ALLAN. 
MAXWELL DICK. 
WILLIAM SHIELDS, Junior. 
JOHN FI.ETCHER, Surg<'on. 
PAT. BLAIR, Writer. 

This document is quoted as intere3ting. with the signatories, 
because five of the twelve were friends of the poet, foremost 
among them being Dr Mackenzie and David Sillar. Thus the 
founders had not only admiration of the poet as their incentive, 
hut knowledge of, and friendship with, the man. On 25th 
January, 1827, the first Burns' celebration was held in the Kings 
Arms Hotel-Dr Mackenzie in the chair, with David Sillars as 
croupier. Which brings up a rather curious coincidence. Dr 
Mackenzie lived in SeagatE' House, now occupied by Mr John 
Mackenzie Stewart, to whom the writer is indebted for the 
photographs that illustrate this article, and David Sillar lived in 
the house now occupied by the :\fontgomcrie Estate Office. It 
happened, some 60 years afterwards, that Mr A. C. M'Jannet, 
Burgh Chamberlain, was chairman at the annual celebration, 
with J\Ir Charles Murchland, now Provost of the Burgh, as 
Croupier; and at that time these two gentlemen were respectively 
occupying these houses, repeating the Mackenzie and Sillar 
combination. The connection is still closer now, one being the 
residence, the other the office, of Lady Sophia Montgomerie's 
factor. 

The Club is the proud and jealous custodian of the 
manuscripts of "The Cottar's Saturday Night," "Scotch Drink," 
"The Earnest Cry an<;! Prayer," "The Address to the Deil," 



"'TM T'Wa ~s-." attl:i ,. Th~ itofy Faff." tl\'e~e nre ~·()~ ill'ere 
eepil!s, 1tmd1y writl~n out tor ~\:>Hte bi% by the Poe\, h\h tWe 
original MSS. sent to the 'printer br i:he kiltriarrlock 'e'difi'Oh, 'an'd 
they bear the printer's marks. Their coming to Irvine can be 
prett¥ safely accounted for. A clerk in Mr Gavin Hamilton's 
offiee, Robinson tly name, \\rho became a writer ln Hvi\le, lett a 
-widow, who married the Rev. Alexander Ca'mpbeii, Burgher 
Minister in Irvine. The manuscripts had no boubt been given to 
Gavin Hamilton by Burns, had fallen into Robinson's hands at 
his death, and were jm!!!ented by J\ff t~rrlfjbelt h> tb~ Club. 

The iate Mr John Spiers, wishing to confer a ~ift on his 
native tClwn; :1ppr!:lprla.tely presentetl ii Statue ot Btifos. It 
stands prominent on the "Gallows Knowe," on Irvine Moor. 
above the river, one of the four whose unsung state the poet. 
complained of and remedied. -

" Ra:tns:ty nntl fa1boli~ Ferglfsoh 
Gi'ed Forth and Tat a lift ahoon ; 
Yarrow an~ Tweed to monie a tune 

Ower Scotland rings ; 
Wni!e Inrine, Lugar; Ayr, an' Ddo'n 

Naebody sing~." 

The statue is me work tif the emirte11t scult:Jtot, Mr Pittetidte'lgh: 
M'Gillivray, ahd was unveiled on th~ huttdrecttfi annivel-sary df 
the poet's dt>ath 8y M f Alfred Austin, Poen,~ureate. It i~ cl:>tl~ 
sidered by mariy of thdse cdmpetent t6' give an opirii6H one of the 
best examples. The fro'nt {iri:rlel of the petlesia1 l:ieiifs tiu; $imfi'1i; 
word, "Butns'"; tfle dihef pane1s are filled up wiitl representa: 
Hons af "Th~ Cottitt's Satu·rt1ay :Nigttt," "The Vision," and 
ttTtre Parting dt 'HtrrriS' ail'd :t!igntarid Mafy!' The Poel'~ foot 
rests orr a stoTi~, his piaid hangs gf~efutly :ib6'ut l'fim', His illlir is 
tied, as ~e fflrve ~err lie wore it. Th'e fiiEe t~ strong, rugged, and 
even Stern, (b't tb~ sci:rlpto't ha's gorie Jn for rea:rism. Obj'edio'ri 
has been taken that the poet looh too old. But this is of set 
purpose. Toe sculptor w'isHed to read into the face tl'ie e'#e'cts of 
a toil-wor'ri an·d anxious life, and' one has but to' ioo'k at the slittui! 
to admit b'is emit'l'ent sqccess. The "seetn'ing tbo o1d ,; cin' be 
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defended. We recall the Pharisees' challenge to Jesus of 
Nazareth, "Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen 
Abraham?" This, to the Saviour of Man, when he was thirty
two. But he bore on his "marred visage" the lines of suffering, 
and of toil of heart and brain, beyond his years and beyond 
ordinary tearing. " Si licet parva componere magnis "-comparing 
small things with great-we can find a vindication of the older 
look on the face of the Poet. He stands looking towards the old 
burgh where for nine months he lived, where be worked and 
sufftred, where he distinctly develo1:1ed, and where his memory is 
held in reverence and affection that will be found no deeper 
anywhere. 

HENRY RANKEN, B.D., 

.Minister of Irvine. 

9 



THE INTERLEAVED SCOTS MUSICAL 

MUSEUM MANUSCRIPT. 

A NEW LIGHT ON CROMEK. 

T HE manuscript Notes in what is now known as the 

Inter/raved Afuseum of Robert Burns is the subject of the 

present article. No authentic copy of the Notes is known to the 

public ; for although R. H. Cromek, in his Re!iques of Robert 

Burns (published in 1808), and again in his collection of Scoti'sh 

Songs (1810), pretended to give a correct transcript, his work is 

very inaccurate and, in many places, misleading, as I will 

endeavour to show. 
The Interleaved Museum belonged to Robert Riddell of 

Glenriddel, the friend of Burns, and in his house, Friars' Carse, 

the notes were written between the years 1789-1792, and 

probably in some part of l 793. To understand the nature of the 

book and the notes, it is necessary to say that the complete Scots 

Musical Museum, published by James Johnson between the 

years q87 and 1803, is in six octavo volumes, containing 

altogether the music and verse of 600 songs. Generally one song 

occupies a page, occasionally there are three songs on two pages, 

and in a few cases a long ballad covers two or three pages. The 

Interleaved Museum is a copy of the first four volumes (all that 

were published in the lifetime of Burns), and the manuscript notes 

on the blank leaves are a commentary on the songs in the 

collection, each note facing its particular song on the opposite 

printed page. 
The history of the \'Olumes is one of the romances of book

hunting which will presently be told. The description of the 

volumes cannot be better given than in the words of Sotheby's 

Sale Catalogue, as follows:-" Burns (R.). Johnson (J.). The 

Scqts Musical lJ.-fus~um, vols, i. to iv., interleaved throughout, 
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with upwards of 140 highly interesting manuscript notes in 
the autograph of Robert Burns, one is signed in full, and some 
others with the initials R. B. ; also a few MS. notes by Burns's 
friend, R. Riddell, and his autograph on three of the titles, old 
mottled calf, with the Riddell arms on the sides. Edinb. 
[ 1787-1790]. These valuable interesting volumes were left by Mrs 
Riddell to her niece, Miss Eliza Bayley, whose autograph is in each 
volume. One leaf of text is wanting, and a few of the blank 
leaves have been cut out. The book is in excellent preservation." 

The volumes were sold by auction on October ~oth, 1903, 

for £610; and have since been resold privately to one whose 
name is unknown to me at present. To give a quite accurate 
description of the volumes, it may as well be stated that the last 
of the four volumes was published in 1792, and not in 1 790 ; that 
the number of the blank leaves cut out or missing is r6; and 
that instead of "one leaf," there are two, probably three, printed 
leaves wanting. 

The existence of these volumes was probably known to Currie 
prior to the year 1800; but Cromek is the only author who saw 
them, examined them, and who published the notes ; and he 
is the sole authority for what Burns is supposed to have written 
on the interleaves. Every editor of Burns, including Hogg, 
Motherwell, Cunningham, Chambers, Scott-Douglas, and Henley 
has copied verbatim from Crome~. Scott-Douglas, however, 
suspected Cromek of manipulation ; but, curiously enough, he 
assumed that the redupdant noks in Scotish Song were alone 
in question, and he never suspected the notes in the Reliques 

which he lifted bodily into his fifth volume of the Works of 

Burns, 1879. 

The story of the Interleaved JJfuseum, which was plunged into 
obscurity for nearly a century, except for a short interval, may be 
briefly told. Riddell, to whom the volumes belonged, died in 
1794 ; he left them to his wife, who removed to Edinburgh. She 
presented them to her niece, Miss Eliza Bayley of Manchester, 
and while in her possession, Cromek examined them. Bayley 
bequeathed them to a relative in Manchester who died about 1865; 
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and about 1870, a London bookseller bought them in London 

with three other Burns items in one lot-all of which had 

belonged originally to Riddell. Neither the buyer nor the seller 

knew the value of the Interleaved Museum, and after the purchase 

the volumes were laid with others in a heap in the bookseller's 

shop, where a hunter found them, and bringing them 

m his hand, requested to know the price. The 

bookseller, who was busy, promptly asked for five pounds; the 

customer offered three pounds, which being declined, he left the 

shop. A sharp assistant then remarked-" Governor, something 

is there or he would not have offered three pounds." The hint 

was taken, the volumes were removed upstairs to wait investigation, 

and when the customer returned a short time after, as was expec

ted, he was told that the volumes were gone. About March, 1870, 

they were sold together with the other three Bums items for £ 1 lo 

to a voracious book-collector, a .Mr Adolphus Frederick Nichols, 

who bought them on the express condition that neither his name 

nor address should be disclosed. For upwards of thirty years 

more the volumes remained hidden from the public. The book

seller observed the conditions of sale, and the owner resisted all 

importunity either to disclose himself, or to shew the volumes. 

Nichols died in 1902, leaving his library of about 30,000 volumes 

to his housekeeper, who knew nothing about books, and who 

wished to sell thern in one lot. It appeared that Nichols had long 

forgotten the Interleaved Museum, and his successor informed me 

that no such book as I had described was known, and that a copy 

of the Works of Burns, bearing an inscription to Riddell by the 

Poet, was what I was supposed to have asked the permission of 

Nichols to examine. After a week's search, the Inltrleaved 

Museum was found, and every facility was afforded to take a com

plete copy of the manuscript notes before the volumes were 

brought to the hammer. 

Cromek's Rdiques went through a second edition in 1809, 

and was so succe~sful that in a few years it was added to Currie's 

Works of Burns as a fifth volume. There is no room here to tell 

how Cromek began life in a lawyer's office; how he emigrated to 
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Manchester, and afterwards to London under Bartolozzi, as an 

engraver ; how he exploited artists like Blake and Stothard, as 

well as Allan Cunningham and Burns ; and how for the honour 

of Burns he suppressed his morals, and reprinted against his will 

The Jotly Beg{fars; how he tried to levy blackmail by threatening 

to print letters about Creech which he had seen. Blake com

plained that Cromek had collected subscriptions for which he did 

not account; and Cromek excused himself for not paying Stothard 

for the exhibition of his picture The Canterbury Ptlgrims. As to 

a letter of Burns which Cunningham saw, Cromek wrote-" I envy 

you the sight of Lady Nithsdale's letter; pray steal 1t." It is 

needless to discuss why this embarrassed speculator, a native of 

Yorkshire, took such a consuming interest in Burns-the reader 

can form his own opinion. For the rest, Cromek had an 

appreciation of art, and many of his remarks on the poetry of 

Burns go straight to the mark. He took infinite trouble 

collecting material, oral and documentary ; and for that he is to 

be commended. A writer in the Biographzi:al Dzi:tionary 

closes his article as follows:-" Cromek was a shifty speculator 

who incurred the odium attaching to men of business who try to 

make money by the help of men of genius. The fact that he 

ruined himself in the attempt has not procured him pardon. Yet 

... he might have behaved more liberally if he could have 

afforded to keep a conscience." 

In the preface to the Reliques Cromek says that the warning 

voice from the warm ashes of the poet called him " to the sacred 

duty of fidelity to my author," and at the close he take5 to 

swearing " to_ mangle the works of the poor Bard . . . by Heaven 

'twould be sacrilege." With this poetical apostrophe in view, I 

proceed to tell what he has done, and to give some examples of the 

infidelity of the editor of the Interleaved Museum. In the four 

volumP.s there are notes on 140 songs written solely by Burns ; 

12 written jointly by Burns and Riddell, and 35 entirely by 

Riddell. Cromek has printed a selection from the manuscript ; 

to two of these notes, Cromlet's Lilt and Gill Morice, he has 

properly attached the name or initials of Riddell; for the rest, 
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Cromek intended the public to believe that they were written 

by Burns, and the public have believed so for nearly a century. 

The whole is in reality a mosaic of Burns intermixed throughout 

with Riddell and Cromek. He has printed mllch which is not in 

the manuscript, and, what is more culpable, he has reconstructed 

some notes, and wilfully altered others written by Riddell, to 

make it appear that they came from the pen of Burns. I adduce 

a few examples in support of these statements. The note on 

Auld Lang Syne (page 282) is not in the manuscript; but instead 

there is a cornplete copy of the verses of the world-wide song in 

Burns's handwriting in smaller characters than usual, apparently 

compressed in order to get all the verses on one page. The note 

on Clout tke Caldron (p. 199) is an invention; so also is that on 

The Lass o' Li'vi'ston (p. 204) ; on Highland Laddie (pp. 207·208) ; 

on The Posie (p. 214); on Wauki'ng o' the Fauld (p. 232); on 

Polworth (p. 234); on The bonnie lass made the bed to me (p. 256); 

and others. The basis of one or two of this kind I have found 

in the Merry Muses, the rest I can find nowhere in Burns's 

works. I conjecture that some of them were furnished by Allan 

Cunningham. 

The notes by Burns omitted in the Reli'ques are short but 

important, of which .John Anderson, my .fo, is an example where 

Burns states that he wrote the verses. Currie, in Works, warned 

the public against several spurious stanzas which had been added to 

.John Anderson, my .Jo, and the note in the Interleaved Museum 

is conclusive evidence that the 16 lines in the Scots Musical 

Museum form the complete song. Among the misleading Notes 

in the Reliques which belong to Riddell, and not Burns, are Mary 

Scot (p. 220), The blithsome btidal(p. 223); M'Pherson's Farewell 

(p. 235); The gaberlunzie man (p. 270); and Tibbt"e Dunbar (p. 

262). On the other hand, a large number Qf Riddell's notes are 

omitted in the Reliques. From an examination of this class, it is 

not easy to give a reason for the selection made by Cromek. 

As to the joint notes in the manuscript, some are begun by 

Burns ; others are begun by Riddell and finished by Burns. 

Of this kind are Mary's dream (p. 216) and Gallashiels 
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(p. 243). Riddell has written the first portion· of that on Johnie 
Cope (p. 272), and Burns finished as follows:-" The air was the 
tune of an old song of which I have heard some verses, but now 
only remember the title, which was Will ye go lo the coals in the 
morning." Until I discovered that Burns was not responsible for 
the first part of the note as printed by Cromek, I was puzzled to 
reconcile completely the statement of Burns in the law MS. that 
fohnie Cope was written by him as printed in the Scots Musi'cal 
Museum, opposite the manuscript note in the Interleaved Museum. 

These examples go to prove that the moral sense of Cromek 
was not in an advanced state. In his day, reverence for literary 
accuracy was often regarded as a useless and inconvenient virtue. 
One might suppose that Cromek was a simple-minded person not 
above the particular literary vice of his time. What follows will 
prove that he went beyond mere carelessness, and that his 
biographer was not far wrong in saying that he could not afford 
to keep a conscience. The note on Down the burn, Davie, is in 
the handwriting of Riddell, and signed by him at the close 
"R.R." It reads as follows :-" I have been informed by my 
father that the tune of "Down the burn, Davie,'' was the com
position of David Maigh, keeper of the blood sleugh hounds 
belonging to the Laird of Riddell in Tweeddale. R.R." It was 
too risky tG make Burns quote his own father as an authority on 
profane music, for he was never known to take any interest in 
such matters. Besides, his father never was near the Tweed, so 
Cromek, in Reliques (p. 222), simply omitted the words in the 
manuscript by my father (which I have marked in italic), and the 
mitials of Riddell - thus transforming Riddell into Burns. 
Another deliberate alteration and garbling is opposite the song 
What will I do gin my hof{gie die, where the manuscript reads 
thus:-" The first time I heard this tune was in the year 1772. 
Dr Walker, who was then minister at Moffat, and is now (1791) 
Professor of Natural History in the University of Edinburgh was 
present, and told the following anecdote concerning it. He said 
that some gentlemen, riding a few years ago through Liddesdale," 
etc.1 etc. This note is also written by Riddell and bea,rs hi!l 
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initials at the close "R.R." If Cromek had printed it verbatim, 

it would have provoked comment. Burns in q72 was only 

thirteen years of age, and too young either to know Dr Walker, or 

to take interest in particular airs. The note was doctored, and 

the first sentence reconstructed as follows on page 241 of the 

Reliques :-"Dr Walker, who was minister at Moffat in 1772, and 

is now (1791) Professor of Natural History in the University of 

Edinburgh, told the following anecdote concerning this air," etc., 

etc., and thus all questions difficult to answer were avoided by 

turning a narrative related by Riddell in the first person into an 

oblique recital. As a final exampl~. I refer to The bonnv 

brucket lassie, which in the manuscript 

lines of this song are all of it that is old. 

a Mr Tytler, commonly known by the 

reads-" The two first 

The rest was done by 

appellation of Balloon 

Tytler, from his projecting a balloon. He was bred a printer, I 

believe, and compose<l a great part of the Encyc!opa:dia Britannica 

at half a guinea a week." Instead of printing this crisp note which 

Burns wrote, Cromek takes more than fourteen lines of his text 

to repeat Burns's ludicrous description of Tytler, extracted from a 

letter to George Thomson. Cromek could easily have printed 

this in one of his many foot-notes and remained faithful as an 

editor, but I suppose he could not help being inaccurate ; indeed, 

it is very difficult to assign any other reason for many other 

alterations which he perpetrated. Elated with the success of his 

book, he published two years later his Scotish Son,i;s with many 

more inventive notes than are in the Relic;ues, and among others 

he is solely responsible for that on The Roalie Rows ; at least I 

cannot find anywhere that Burns has asserted " a Mr Ewen of 

Aberdeen'' to be the author. On the contrary, I have reason to 

believe tqat the verses in the Scots ~Musical Museum were written, 

most if not all, by Burns himself. 

It is impossible, in a short article like the present, to proceed 

further with the subject, but enough, I trust, has been said to 

prove the unreliability of Cromek and the desirahlility of publish

ing the Glenriddel Notes in their original integrity. 

JAMES C. DICK. 

[ Copyrirrltt of the foregoing strict I)! reserved.-En,] 



BURNS IN THE INFIRMARY. 

Outside the ward a's wat an' gray; 
The night-nurse has relieved the day; 
The doctor his Ja,t round has gane, 
To dressin's lookin', soothin' pain ; 
The long and dreary winter night, 
Sick folk look forward to wi' fright, , 
Has. careless o' their fears, spun round; i 
Already so"Ue in slumber sound 
Are sweetly lockecl; in travail sair 
Some toss an' turn to fi ncl a lair ; 
Th~ lights are turned down to a peep, 
To better woo the yearned-for sleep; 
In ample grate flames flap an' flare, 
Like spirits in some dire despair, 
Or wi' their shapes, sae lithe an' tall, 
Fantastic, dance o'er bed an' wall 
Foment the place frae which !nob down 
A coloured print, now sombre brown, 
An' now rich wi' the flame's display, 
Revealln', bright as brightest day, 
The Ayrshire Bard beside his plough, 
An' Coila wreathin' his young brow. 
A coue;h, a sigh, a moan, a call, 
On floor the nurse's soft foot-fall, 
At intervals break on the ear, 
But loud aboon thae sounds I hear 
The J anuar' gusts o' hail an' sleet 
Against the window panes, fierce, beat, 
Remindin' me, here all forlorn, 
This is the day that Burns was born, 
·when jovial clubs the war!' o'er 
Are met. his memorv to adore. 
Thinks I, as ten o'ciock just struck, 
An' me laid here in spitefu' luck, 
Lane, musin' on my helpless state, 
An' what might be my future fate, 
What hin'ers me a' by mysel', 
Without a taste or e'en a smell 
O' haggis rich or usquebae, 
Frae celebratin' Rab's birthday? 
The strange conceit inspired me rare, 
I'd neither ill nor future care ; 
The muse forthwith I' gan' to fleech, 
An' she put in my mouth this speech. 

I. 

Not Dante with his deep symbolic 
thought, 

Nor Milton with his grand melodious 
•t1ow, 

Nor Shakespeare, " with a learned 
spirit," lo ! 

"All qualities ofhuman dealings" taught 
As if he were God's spy, nor our own 

Scott, 
Who with his wizard and romantic 

glr,w, 
The dead bones clothed in many a 

gallant show 
Of buried times he back to life fresh 

brought-
Not one of these world-names, 'tis 

sooth to say, 
Can from the bosoms of their country

men 
Such homage draw upon their natal clay 

As can our ploughman Bard of Coila, 
when 

The " sicker" Scots at home and 'yont 
the sea 

Go mad o'er him and his S\\ eet poesy. 

II. 

How is't, we ask, that this son of the land, 
'Vho verses wrote so racy of its 'oil, 
Filched in odd hours from out a life 

of toil, 
Such sway usurps o'er man on every 

hand, 
"What drugs, what charms, what con

jurations, and 
What mighty magic" hath he used 

to coil 
Our dear heart's love in such a 

witching toil, 
As ifhe were the heir to Prosp'ros wand? 
We answer that the strange infection lies 

In Burns, the man, as well's in's 
poetry, 

Through which we see, as if with 
inf'nite eyes, 

Clear pictured out his brief life's 
tragedy; 

For ne'er did poet since the world began 
So wear his heart for all mankind to scan, 

III. 
We oft have wished the facts of Burns's 

life 
10 



Were with him buried in oblivion 
deep, 

As his who does in peace by Avon 
sleeps, 

When we have seen the keen detractor's 
knife, 

Them use to breed uncharitable strife, 
But when we, longer, put the thought 

to steep, 
We saner, wished them back again 

to keep 
For his dear sake, though sown with 

frailties rife, 
Of that rich legacy he left behind 

His life is part, and we dare not, in 
sooth, 

E'en if we would, be to its tenor blind, 
But rather ought, in grateful pride 

and ruth, 
To loyal, clasp the man, both weak and 

strong, 
Together with his never-dying song. 

IV. 

'Tis doubtful if we could have had the 
kind 

And quality of work which he has 
done 

In song, in satire, humour, pathos, fun, 
Without the perilous stamp of heart 

and mind-
All nerves and fire, to consequences 

blind, 
And e'en the moral risk that such 

must run-
That those immortal lyrics, match

less, spun 
From lover's sighs his own breast ha<l. 

to find; 
And if the product we esteem a sweet 

And wholesome thing, as all now 
give consent, 

Then surely it is loyal, fit, and meet 
That we accept the mortal instrument, 

Which was the medium of his magic 
strain, 

Without excuses which are worse than 
vain. 

v. 
Wordsworth, than whom no poet ever 

bore 
A purer or a higher moral name, 
Has, jealous of his slandered brother's 

fame, 
This matter put with breadth of insight 

more 
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Than all the critics who have gone 
before; 

For, to this day, it is a burning 
shame 

That he and his Lake friends can still 
lay claim 

To clearer sight than those at his own 
door, 

A greater bard, he grants, he might 
have been, 

If over those affections of the soul 
His sensibility engendered, keen, 

Mild reason had a wiser self-control, 
Put, prudent, forth, but then he would 

have been 
A poet of a different class, I ween. 

VI. 

And certain 'tis, had 'stablished early 
been 

This wise restraint, then countless 
beauties rare, 

That do his verse enrich beyond 
compare, 

The precious light of day had never seen; 
And many an added influence, I ween, 

To their effect contributing a share, 
Wou1d then, forsooth, be wholly 

wanting there ; 
For instance, the momentous truth 

here seen-
" One point must still be greatly dark, 

The moving why they do it ; 
And just as lamely can ye mark 

How far perhaps they rue it," 
Could but have had experience as its 

source, 
To be conveyed with such pathetic 

force. 

VII. 

No other bard, that ever lived, but he, 
In his own voice, clear, speaking out 

his thought, 
Could home this truth with such nice 

power have brought, 
Unless 'twere felt that, like our own 

Burns, he 
Was e'en a man of blessed charity, 

Who sayest truths his errant fellows 
taught 

Preached from a text with his own 
errors fraught ; 

Whose wisdom, beauteous as a flower 
to see, 

That might ,have risen from seed in 
secret sown 



From heaven above by some pure 
angel hand, 

But was, in truth, a scion, bitter, 
grown 

Deep in the moral soil of his own 
land, 

And therefore sprung from that old
time world root 

Of personal pain and suffering acute. 

VIII. 
The wonder is, when meting out the 

share 
Ofblame, which to the product does 

he long 
As much as to himself who made 

the song, 
With high endowment, perilous as 

fair, 
And all its risky moral tear md wear, 

Not that the mortal instrument 
went wrong, 

But that it did escape so well and 
long, 

Considering the strain it had to bear ; 
For he did not, controllin~, guiding, sit 

Above his theme, hid from the 
reader's sight 

The Muse instead, in maddening fever 
fit, 

Did govern and lead him with all its 
might, 

The which was incompatible, I fear, 
With perfect moral health we prize 

so dear. 

IX. 
How bootless then, in this Words· 

worthian view, 
Lamenting nature did not change 

her plan, 
And make of our sweet bard another 

man; 
For if she had, as she all-wise well 

knew, 
His magic verse had then been 

diff'rent too ; 
Therefore, instead of teaching us to 

scan 
The random faults that in his warm 

blood ran, 
It should our hearts fill to the brim 

anew 
With thankfulness, most humble, 

reverent, fain, 
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And pity too at righteous heaven's 
decree, 

That e'en the Poet's loss becomes our 
gain, 

That through his errors and his 
sorrows we 

To highest blessing all the nearer are, 
And closer still to wisdom's happy 

star. 
x. 

And if the mortal man we, wise, 
concede, 

And his immortal verse are truly one, 
Hold we his life, as some have 

foolish done, 
A broken pillar, fragment, bruised 

reed, 
A failure, tragedy, without remead? 

No! ne'er was life lived out beneath 
the sun, 

How great or small, or long or short 
it run, 

That yet was whole and without flaw 
indeed, 

As youth and man, as father, husband, 
bard, 

He lived his life full to the very brim, 
And joy and sorrow new, and "poor

Lith" hard, 
And toil of " galley slave" with 

aching limb, 
And solvent died when his proud spirit 

passed, 
Like lark still blithely singing to 

the last. 

XL 
A failure ! why the ever sobbing shore 

Of time is strewn with such sweet 
wrecks of lives, 

The nations gather, proud, in their 
archives; 

And than mere wealth, by these 
maimed treasures more, 

They set a richer and a nobler store
By hero bard, and he who bravely 

strives 
To brighten, sweet, the lives in poor 

men's hives, 
And their hard world leave richer than 

before, 
Such Burns's task, in cotters' lives the 

gold 
To seize, and into forms as pure as 

snow, 
Of love and tenderness, and courage 

bold, 
Them shape. and never-dying hallow 

throw 



Around the head of honest poverty, 
With that light ne'er yet seen on land 

or sea. 

XII. 
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Unselfish, gen'rous, and unworldly, he 
Could ne'er by halves do any human 

thing; 
If pleasure chasing in her giddy ring, 

Or love's enrapturing flame indulging 
free, 

Or friendship pledging in the barley 
bree, 

Or e'en repenting, while the rank
ling sting 

That in the wound but made him 
sweeter sing, 

With his whole soul he did it honestly, 
This dear contagion of his heart and 

brain, 
Tbe source of all his joys and all 

his tears, 
And cause of our bewitchment, said 

as fain, 
Is at its highest seen in those last 

years 
IIe, chequered, spent by Nith's ro

mantic stream, 
Fulfilling hard, his sweet poetic dream. 

XIII. 

'Twas here his temple, rich, of Scottish 
song 

He reared, and on it placed the 
corner stone, 

For, whether in his leisure moments, 
lone, 

By his fireside, or strolling Nith along, 
Or riding, gauging, 'gainst the tempest 

strong, 
He, busy, aye was crooning to his 

own 
Sweet self some long forgotten tune, 

moss-grown, 
And with clean words, pure, altering 

the wrong, 
His only fee the joy creation brings, 

He toils for Thomson, happy and 
serene, 

New songs composing on his own 
heart strings, 

And old ones, often filthy and 
obscene, 

Converting into gems of modesty, 
With tender feeling full, and purity. 

XIV. 

And this same task, perhaps, was, 
after all, 

The greatest service which he did 
mankind, 

At least 'tis in his songs we soonest 
find-

With laughter, glad, like noise of 
waterfall, 

.\nd scalding tears that, bitter, drop 
as gall-

The frank infection of his heart and 
mind, 

Which makes us to his faults and 
failings blind, 

And holds us clasped in his bewitching 
thrall, 

His poems of a more ambitious plan, 
Like other bards, our intellects 

inspire, 
But his love songs, the essence of the 

man, 
The dullest heart that beats sets all 

on fire, 
And where'er sung on this terrestrial 

round, 
Our admiration is without a bound. 

xv. 
His "toil-worn cotter" by his clean 

fireside, 
His prattling children gathered round 

his knee, 
Sweet Jenny with " love sparklin' in 

her e'e," 
Her bashful lover at her happy side, 
The well-pleased mother, with her 

guile and pride, 
Dispensing, blithe, her hospitality. 
And sweet religion mixed judiciously 

By him who o'er the group does, sage, 
preside, 

Make up a picture now, alas, more 
rare, 

Of humble happiness and home 
content, 

Than when Burns wandered by the 
Doon and AJr, 

And 'neath that sainted roof his 
sweet youth spent ; 

Nor holds than this a dearer, warmer 
place 

Within the breast of stem old Scotia' 
race 



XVI. 
His " Tam O'Shanter " who, for 

future time 
His witches race, in wind and fire 

and rair. 
Will ride, the keystone of the bridge 

to gaiu; 
" The Vision," where, " in mottie 

misty clime," 
The Bard sits musing o'er his wasted 

prime; 
And his "Twa Dogs," which talk 

in sagest strain 
'Bout gentle folks and poor, to think, 

are fain, 
They're dogs, and no the subjects o' 

their rhyme-
These all, and many a kindred theme 

besides-
" A Winter Night," "Wee cow 'rin 

tim'rous n1ouse," 
The daisy blooming on the bleak hill 

sides, 
And e'en that " blastet wonner " 

named a louse, 

'T7 

Us on our mental side touch in the 
main, 

As do the themes from Scott's and 
Shakspere's brain. 

XVII. 
But his sweet songs, and shall we also 

say 
That most inspired and most hilarious 

strain, 
The artist showing in hisripest vein

His "Jolly Beggars,'' chasing, wild, 
away, 

In mirth and song their errant cares of 
day-

His songs, that pregnant are with 
sweetest pain, 

Wide o'er the human heart's entire 
domain, 

U surpeth their all-potent, tender sway, 
Which neither time, nor circumstance, 

nor place 
Can 'bate o'er us their witching 

power ; for far 
And deep in our quick flesh and blood 

they trace 
Their roots-the passions, which, 

perennial are 
As those sweet banks and braes of 

Scottish streams, 
With which they're woven in undying 

dreams. 

XVIII. 

The " Lovely Mary Morrison " may be 
His theme, or " Scots wha hae wi' 

Wallace bled," 
Or Highland maid in heaven he 

vowed to wed, 
Or " Willie's brew his cronies cam to 

pree "-
'Whither 'tis love or war, sorrow or 

glee, 
Of which he sings, 'tis as if what 

he said, 
In every quiv'ring nerve his message 

sped, 
He, with ourselves, it felt concurrently, 
And 'tis this same infectious quality

This feeling of the Poet's pulse, sub· 
lime, 

Strong, bounding 'gainst our own, like 
surge of sea, 

That makes the siccar Scot in every 
clime, 

Ileside himself whene'er he hears, sweet 
sung, 

Those matchless lyrics of his native 
tongue. 

XIX. 

The songs of other bards sound weak 
and tame 

By mere comparison, but, all aglow, 
His set our bosoms with a warmer 

flow; 
What but, to him, the mention ofJ ean's 

name, 
He told his brother bard of minor fame, 

Did do, his songs to us do even so, 
Coined, as they are, in passion's 

melting throe-
" They heat us, beet us, set us all on 

fla1ne '' · 
Or yet anoth~r of his tropes to take, 

When speaking of that strain " to 
some sweet wife," 

Whose author was his friend to be 
-Lapraik, 

We might with him aver, "A' to 
the life " 

His words ;, they thirl the heart strings 
through the breast, 

Like that ae sang" he prized above the 
rest. 

xx. 
With his sweet Doric music in om· ear, 

And in our hearts vibrating with 
delight, 



On this the Poet's anniversary 
night-

The night of all nights in the year, 
So pregnant with the catching atmos

phere 
Of Burns, the man, and of his work, 

the light 
Of which, thank God ! so kind and 

Heavenly bright, 
The shade absorbs, drinks up the rueful 

tear; 
'Tis in this spirit, then, and atmosphere, 

In which the Bard himself but showed 
the way, 

Of thankfulness and loyalty sincere, 
That we would seek to hold his natal 

day, 
And drink in pride, and ruth, and 

charity, 
To our dear Bard's immortal memory. 

As through my brain thae thoughts 
did pass, 

An' raisin' was the brimmin' glass 
In fond imagination's dream, 
Lo ! frae the fire uprose a gleam 
Of lurid red an' yellow flame, 
That bright, o'erspread the wall an' 

frame, 
In which Bums stood beside his plough 
Wi' Coila wreathin' his young brow ; 
An' as I gazed, wi' wonder new, 
The figure ta\! an' nearer grew, 
The face rnair wistfu', an' his e'e, 
Than earth, mair like eternity, 
Until, at length, it stood sae near, 
I lay wi' awesome joy an' fear, 
Deep, wond'rin' if his injured ghost 
Had come to chide rne for my toast, 
When, wi' a sigh, like soul oppressed. 
He, thus, to me thae words addressed. 

"Think not I've t11.'en theeaffthy guard, 
Since thy unspoken thought I've heard, 
Or wantin' am in du<e regard 

For thy warm speech, 
lngtatitude did ne'er the bard 

Yet, base, impeach ; 

Or that I've come, thou needs't na fear, 
Up dark an' tangled things to clear, 
An' better mak the waur appear ; 

My bits o' fau'ts, 
The fools may, welcome, rive an' tear 

A' into tauts ; 

For thou hast put the thing sae fine, 
An' wi', forby, sic rare ingine, 
Ah' chitrity in every line, 

That, come what may, 

My heart again 'll never pine, 
Whate'er they say. 

Langsyne down in yon lowin den, 
'.\find'st thou how Dives wished to sen' 
Puir Laz'rus to his five kinsmen, 

A warnin' wi', 
That, if his torment they'd no ken, 

Their sins should lea' ? 

An' for his pains was ca'd a fool, 
II is win' should keep his tongue to cool; 
For if the Truth it couldna rule 

Their lives at hame, 
An angel out o' Heaven's pure school 

Them wadna shame. 

Sae is't wi' me an' my puir life, 
Owre whilk the corbie-critics, rife, 
Hae wi' the keen dissector's knife, 

Cauld, cut me ope, 
An' keeked for specks, to feed the strife, 

Through microscope. 

An' though to earth I should repair 
To lay my heart before them bare, 
An' prove I sinned against was mair 

Than sinner maybe, 
rhe ' unco guid ' wad still declare 

That I was guilty. 

The life I led an' verse I made 
Before the war!' are naked laid ; 
Had I been slyer ·at the trad·e, 

But what does't matter ! 
My thoughtless tongue might less hae 

said, 
Or hid it better : 

Sae let the deils out scandal's nest, 
Wha see the warst an' ne'er the best, 
Owre frailty cock their righteous crest, 

In pious horrar, 
Bul dinna their black hearts divest 

O' their sweet error." 

Encouraged by his speech sae free, 
Said I, " That's just like what we see 
Amang the folk in Ochiltree, 

Now "Barbie" ca'd, 
Wha batten on infirmity, 

Till ane's fair staw'd." 

" Ha, Douglas Brown ! I ken him fine, 
Wha the immortals late did join, 
An' talked w' him hae aften syne 

About his budies, 
Whilk he has drawn in every line, 

Like Nature studies." 



" But think ye there was e'er sic spot, 
In ony shire where bides the Scot, 
Held sic a CW"s'd backbitin' lot 

O' rotten hearts, 
Wha should been hanged had they but 

got 
Their rich deserts ?" 

"That's true eneugh, but don't rnistak 
The chiel could nocht but evil mak, 
He kent the white as weel's the black, 

An' had fell Death 
No short his brittle life's thread brak, 

He'd shown't i' faith. 

For life's sure mixed wi' guid an' ill, 
Due light an' shade the picture fill, 
An' he that wad the best fulfill 

True artist's role, 
Nature's full blend must copy still, 

E'en as a whole. 

But Brown's grim sketch is but a part, 
An' sae, ae-side<l narrow art, 
Though village, town, an' kirk, an' mart 

Reflect the place, 
An' deep in every human heart 

Its form we trace. 

If life were "Bar hie" an' nae mair
The Godless, loveless, black affair 
That he has drawn't, as he but dare, 

Wi' truth an' power, 
The marvel is that Heaven should spare 

The place an hour. 

But we baitb ken a diff'rent tale
That guid doth still owre bad prevail, 
To keep the worl' baith sweet an' hale, 

An' fit to live in ; 
An' bards in themes frae whilk to wale, 

An' happy work in-

The gen'rous heart an' noble deed, 
Love·s mutual flame, the scorn of greed, 
Soft pity's tear for suff'ring need, 

The guileless mind, 
An' charity, that tak's the lead, 

To frailty kind : 
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Extant, thank Heaven, in Scotland still 
Are these, the leaven o' the ill ; 
An' to secure their kind guidwill, 

I wad be fain ; 
That I sae puir their dream fulfil, 

Is my warst pain." 

What mair our dear Bard might hae 
said, 

As list'nin', rapt, I lay in bed, 
I r,anna tell, for in the ward 
The sound o' footsteps plain was heard, 
An' lookin' round towanl the door, 
I saw, slow, movin' up the floor 
A figure group wha 'mongst them bare 
A fragile load wi' meikle care, 
When nurse, here, turnin' up the light, 
Revealed a sad an' dolefu' sight--
On stretcher lay a railway man, 
His face so deadly pale an' wan, 
Wha frae the theatre they'd borne, 
Whare o' a limb he'd just been shorn, 
My gaze I now turned round again, 
To see how Burns the sight had ta' en, 
But lo ! his ghost had vanished clean, 
Back to the rural picture scene, 
Where he did stand beside his p'.ough, 
Wi' Coila wreathin' his young hr iw. 
Thinks I, can this be a' a dream, 
An' things no really what they ;,eem, 
Bred out my thought·oppressed brain. 
As, a' absorbed, its theme did strain? 
But be the vision what ·it might-
A something seen by mortal sight 
Or by the inward e'e alane, 
He wha had lately undergane 
An amputation o' his thigh, 
An' 'fore daylight was doomed to die, 
Whom they were liftin' inw bed, 
Drove't for the moment out my head. 

Exhausted by my tedious toast, 
An' visit frae his Hardship's ghost 
Forby the thought o' the railway chiel 
Fa'it drivin' to the land o' th' leal, 
My only wish was now to sleep, 
An' in oblivion sweet to steep 
The strange events the night had born, 
Nor hear nor see a thing till morn. 

DR WILLIAM FINDLAY ("George Umber"). 



BURNS'S ASSOCIATIONS WITH WEST 

RENFREWSHIRE. 

IT is not surprising that the Bums cult in West Renfrewshire is 
influential. The associations of Hurns with this district, direct 
and indirect, are many, and of deeper import than cursory readers 
imagine. There are four centres in Scotland where the Burns 
atmosphere is enriched in exceptional degree by Burns himself, or 
by a plenitude of memories and associations with persons 
immortalised by him. These four centres are Ayrshire, Edin
burgh, Dumfries, and West Renfrewshire and the Firth of Clyde, 
and m the latter district there is still room for the Burns 
investigator. The inclusion of West Renfrewshire as one of the 
four Burns centres may seem a large claim to the student whose 
work has proceeded along conventional lines; and yet t.hat claim 
may easily be justified. Within a radius of a dozen miles from 
Greenock dwelt a number of the persons who had much, if not 
most to do with the shaping of the career of Robert Burns, 
and some account, necessarily brief, of a few of these persons and 
their connection with Burns can scarcely fail to be interesting. 

FINLA YSTONE AND THE GLENCAIRNS. 

Three miles from Port-Glasgow is the historic mansion-house 
of Finlaystone, one of the chief habitations of the Earls of 
Glencairn for nearly four hundred years. They were a powerful 
race the Glencairns, and much of the history of Scotland in its 
days of crisis was made in that castle. Here dwelt that restless 
"ablest man in Scotland," according to Tytler, the fourth Earl, 
who, in Mary's infancy, schemed with the English King and with
stood almost alone, though in doubtful causes, the regency ; here 
dwelt the "good Earl Alexander," the most potent force after 
Knox in the Reformation, poet, warrior, and statesmen ; hither, 
in 15561 secretly and in dangerous days, prior to the declaration 
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of the Reformation, came John Knox and " ministrat the Lord is 
Table whairof besydes the Erle of Glencarne were parttakeris his 
lady, two of his sonnis and certaine of his friendis." It was at 
this famous celebration that the communion cups were improvised 
out of silver candlesticks turned upside down. They were lent 
on sacramental occasions to the Parish Kirk of Kilmalcolm 
down to the death of the last Earl, John, in 1796, and were so 
treasured by the family that, on each lending, the Kirk Session 
had to give formal receipt for them. From Finlaystone broke 
out that erratic ninth Earl on a dramatic, futile mission to join 
the Highlanders, in an endeavour to crush General Monk, But 
the Burns interest in Finlaystone rests chiefly with 

JAMES, LORD GLENCAIRN. 

At Finlaystone was born the kindly Lord James, who, fight
ing with ill health for his own life, befriended and lifted a dis· 
tracted bard now dear to our hearts, and ever exciting our loftiest 
imaginations and our deepest sympathies; and hither, there is 
every reason to believe, wandered more than once in his gratitude 
and affection that same bard, and, in consequence, intensified the 
charm and iriterest of a domain prominent for four hundred years 
in the stirring history of Scotland. Lord James, according to 
Wood's Peerage, died and was buried at Falmouth on his return 
from a voyage to Spain in quest of health. He is said to have 
been buried in the Parish Church of Falmouth, but enquiry has 
elicited that there is no tablet or monument there ·to mark his 
lonely resting place. He died in January, 1791, and three months 
afterwards Burns wrote the well-known letter to Alexander I lalzel, 
his lordship's factor. 

THE FAMILY BURYING PLACE. 

The poet was under the impression that Lord Glencairn's 
remains would be buried in the family vault at Kilmaurs, and 
that he would be enabled to be present. Neither event happened. 
Mention ought to be made of the care bestowed on the preserva
tiori of ~he Gl(!ncairn Ma1.1sol(!um at 1'.ilmaurs by Mr M'Naught, 

n 
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containing as it does the dust of many generations of the 

Cunninghames. The cenotaph is an impressive piece of mural 

sculpture, dated 1600. None of the Glencairns, as far as known, 

were buried, as has often been asserted, in Kilmalcolm Church

yard, or in the Glencairn aisle in Kilmalcolm Church. 

It may be remarked that Burns in "The Lament" seems to 

Olencairn Monument, Kllmaurs. 

have ascribed Ochiltree as the home of Lord Ja mes. It is well 

known, however, that the chief residence of his lordship was the 

ancestral Finlaystone. "The Lament" was written nine months 

after Lord James died, and the locus of the poem, the Lugar, 

seems to have been complimentary to the Lady Elizabeth and 

her mother, who resided subsequently at Ochih:ree Bouse as well 

a.sat Coats Housel Edinbur~h. 
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FINLAYSTONE IN OCHILTREE. 

It has been alleged that Finlaystone in Ochiltree was the 
historic Finlaystone where Knox visited and Lord James resided. 
Knox did visit Ochiltree House, and later manied Lord 
Ochiltree's youthful daughter. The barony ot Ochiltree was 
bought by Governor l\1'Crae for Miss Maguire in 1744, and in 
1747 the impoverished Glencairn, father of Lord James, married 
her. She was the Countess Betsy, and all the world knows how 
the Scottish aristocracy derided the lowly born Countess. Never
theless, she added Ochiltree to the Glencairn possessions. In 
those days Finlaystone in Ochiltree was one of the farms on the 
estate, and it is still a farm. The Ochiltree barony passed from 
the possession of the Cunninghame family in 1806. 

OTHER NAMES WELL KNOWN IN BURNS LITERATURE. 

At Bardrainy, a mile and a half south from Finlaystone, 
dwelt Alexander Dalzel. A mile west is Port-Glasgow, where 
Richard Brown lived, not now a. loose "young fellow," but a 
prosperous merchant, grown very respectable in manner and 
morals. Also, up to three years ago, there dwelt in Port
Glasgow the direct descendant of the eldest sister of Agnes 
Brown (Burns's mother).• Carts burn House, in the East End of 
Greenock, was the ancestral home of the gifted Crawfords, distin
guished alike in war and historical literature. It was from this 
house Thomas Crawford, genial bachelor as he was, sent that 
rollicking, almost impudent, invitation to Burns, an invitation 
Burns could not accept at the time. James Findlay, Burns's 
instructor in his Excise duties, most likely sojourned in Greenock 
along with his wife, who was "the divine Markland," one of the 
Belles of Mauchline. Dunoon, but a few miles off, was the 
birthplace of Highland Mary, and in Greenock she died and was 
buried. Here, too, after her, her mother and brothers lived and 
died. It is but a few years since Highland Mary's nephew, a 
resident in the town, by name Archibald Campbell, was an 
honoured guest at the ann'tla>l celebrations in Greenock. A few 



miles ,off, at Bishopton, James Burns, the son of Gilbert Burns, 
went out and in as factor for Lord Blantyre. He died in 1847. 

It is impossible to avoid Burns in this district. Burns 
pervades what literary atmosphere there is. There is a mass of 
Burns lore, much of it doubtless legendary, and it has mostly 
accumulated round the simple question, Was Burns a visitor to 
these parts? I think the question can be answered in the 
affirmative ; and that Burns visited, in particular, Finlayston 
House, Bardrainy House, Port-Glasgow, and Greenock. 

ALEXANDER DALZEL OF FINLAYSTONE. 

Alex:inder Dalzel of Finlaystone, who filled so important an 
office of friendship for Burns at a time when Burns was in the 
depths uf despair, was an interesting personality. Scotland owes 
more to Dalzel than has perhaps been acknowledged. Cromek 
has this note :- . 

" This Gentleman, the Factor or Steward of Burns's noble friend, Lord 
Glencairn, with a view to encourage a second edition of the poems, laid the 
volume (Kilmarnock edition) before his Lordship with such an account of the 
rustic bard's situation and prospects as from his slender acquaintance with him 
he could furnish. The result as communicated to Burns by l\f r Dalzel is 
highly creditable to the character of Lord Glencairn. After reading the book 
his Lordship declared that its merits greatly exceeded his expectations, and he 
took it with him as a " literary curiosity" to Edinburgh. He repeated his 
wishes to be of service to Burns, and desired Mr Dalzel to inform him that, 
in patronising the book, ushering it with effect into the world or treating with 
the booksellers, he would most willingly give every aid in his power, adding 
this request that Burns would take the earliest opportunity of letting him know 
in what way or manner he could best further his interests." 

Dalzel lived at Bardrainy as factor for Lord Glencairn. The 
walls of the old villa are iour feet thick. It is hundreds of years 
old, and in the year 18r8 was described by Robertson as " rather 
a deserted like place, but on a pleasant situation on the hill top 
about a mile south-east of Port-Glasgow." He was known as 
"Sawny D'yell." He lived in the sad and solitary state of a 
bachelor, guarding the Earl's lands, and, while he was just, he 
exacted the last penny of what was due. He was a tall, gaunt 
man. He was rather a terror in those simple days when the 
tinge of i?Uperstition still lay on the country side, and, as he had 



the reputation oT having "' dealins' wi' the deil," the boys and 

girls on their way to and from school always ran past his place in 

,----·- ---------
/ 

Flnlaystone House (north view) with the e;reat bow window. 

Part of the Gardens in the Glencairns' lime, now in grass, 
shown in front with cattle and sheep. 

case he should be prowling about. It was always a wonderful 

mark of " D'yells " cleverness that he " would be writin' a letter 



and keepin' llp the era.ck a.t the same time." I believe he died 
about 1816. 

This, then, is the man who is responsible for Glencairn's 
interest in Burns. Where he met Burns first we know not. 
We do know-and it is probable that the peripatetic Cromek had 
his information at first hand-that · Dalzel had a "slender 
acquaintance with Burns, and we know further from Allan 
Cunningham that Burns in those earliest days of despair in Edin
burgh had an interview in the street " with a gentleman of the 
west of the name of Dalzel." The happy issue was that Lord 
Glencairn "took the book with him " to Edinburgh, .and the 
Edinburgh edruon was the result. There is good ground for 
bel~i.n.g l'hat Burns sl!lbsequenitly in happier circumstances paid 
a ~i-5it to ~lzel's eyrie at Bardrainy. Such testimony as I have 
becm ·able to colleot regarding Burns's visit to Dalzel is too lengthy 
fot 'thh1 a:rt.itcle, but with much else it has been submitted to 
GreeRodt Bu.rns Club. !rt the letter of March, 1791, Burns 
encl~ "an id-le :poem " to Dalzel. One wonders what poem it 
was_ a.lid if it were puhfo,hed. By the way I can vouch for the 
exigten-ce of another poen1 sent by Burns to Richard Brown, which 
was destroyed by Bro?tn's son " for the sake of Burns's reputation." 

RICHARD BROWN • 

... H.is rr.i:ind was fraught with independence, magnammlly, 
and every manly virtue." So wrote Burns to Dr Moore concern
ing Rid1a.rd Brown. In the letter of Burns to Brown he took 
pains to shew 'the deep and genuine regud he had for his " ever 
dea't,, eariy :friemd under whose direction and at whose strong 
prOO'lpting Burns committed himself to print. It was a regard 
that survived the blazing meteor-like Edinburgh period, a period 
so i:nteiuely con'Suming th~t no fragile friendship could live 
through it. "¥ 0u are the earli~t friend I now (NovembeT, 1789) 
have on earth, my bmthers excepted, and is not that an endear
ing circumstance. You and I not only took a mutual bent but 
'by the melancholy but strong influence of being both of the 
family of the ttnfortnnate we were entwined with one another tin 
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one growth towards advanced age, and blasted be the sa-creligious 
hand that shall attempt to undo the union." 

The most of the published Brown letters were written while 
Richard Brown was resident in Port-Glasgow. They were dis
persed among the relatives by Richard Brown's son, who became 
one of the important local men, and very old residenters still 
remember him as "The Bailie." 

The Brown lett~rs are not given in Currie's first edition nor 
in Cromek's earlier editions. It may also be here noted that the 
Dalzel of Finlaystone letter is not given in Currie though 
Cromek has it in his 1808 edition. 

THE QUARREL. 

Notwithstanding the exuberant professions of friendship 
these two lived to quarrel, and the quarrel lasted through the rest 
of their lives. Richard Brown never quite forgave Burns for 
representing him in the Moore letter as a person of loose morals, 
and, indeed, it was out of that very same unsavoury subject that 
the final breach occurred. To one of his own ship captains 
Richard Brown related the circumstances of the final quarrel. 
This captain in turn related the story to a friend of the writer's. 
It would be profitless to repeat it, but Brown and Burns never 
saw each other again. Burns went on gathering fame, and Brown 
went on gathering respectability. On the dispersal of the Brown 
possessions in Port-Glasgow about fifty years ago the local gentle
man, who became the possessor of the sideboard, discovered in it 
the copy of the Kilmarnock edition inscribed and presented to 
his " ever dear " friend Richard Brown by Burns. 

THE IRVINE PERIOD. 

It was in Irvine these two first became friends. Towards 
the end of 1787, or early in r 788, Brown and his young family 
took up their residence in Port-Glasgow. Brown became a 
person of local consequence and in hi'l capacities as ship captain 
and ship owner became widely known. Among his other friend
~hips was tha,li with th~ Thoml\S <;:rawfor<l of Cansburn1 already 
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mentioned, and it was Brown who conveyed Crawford's invitation 

to Burns. Richard Brown died in 11333. 

To Irvine Burnsites the Brown connection must be especially 

interesting, though that same connecti0n can never be neglected 

by the serious student of the Burns problem anywhere; for, 

indeed, short as was the Irvine period, it determined a vast deal 

not only in the career of the poet, but also in the direction of his 

erratic imaginings and subject matter; and Richard Brown was 

responsible. It is not altogether a pleasant phase of Burns's 

career on which to dwell, and I content myself by referring the 

reader to the Moore and other letters. Henley's note on the 

Brown business is characteristically raw. I believe the Irvine 

Burns Club have never ceased to interest themselves in the 

Brown family, and the following notes will not be without a 

certain value to them at least :-

RICHARD BROWN'S FAMILY. 

The family consisted of one son and three daughters. The 

son, Alexander Brown, followed his father's profession of the sea 

for many years. When he returned he took up public dutie~, and 

his reputation has descended as "Billy Broon." I talked not 

long ago with one who well remembered him as, with velvet jacket 

and gold headed cane, he paraded the pavement in front of the 

Town Buildings, after the manner of many of the early century 

merchants in those halcyo•1 days. He was proud of the connec

tion of his family name with Burns. He m:mied a Miss Ritchie 

whose nephew still lives in London. 
One of Richard Brown's daughters married a Mr Clelland. 

They removed to Weston-super-Mare, where they died childless. 

A second daughter married Captain Hamilton. She a,nd her 

children died prematurely of rapid consumption, and the Captain 

was left a lonely man. As a benefactor to the educational and 

religious interests of Port-Glasgow, he is held in worthy remem

brance, and after him is named the Hamilton Church in the town. 

That entire family lie buried in Port-Glasgow. 

Thi;; n:maininS. dau&hter marri~d. a, M;r Gil~ison, They haq 
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a daughter )Vho married Mr Robert Montgomery, a Port-Glasgow 
gentleman of strong literary tastes, and who edited a miscellany 
entitled The Port-Glasgow Garland. Many years since they 
removed to London, where Mr Montgomery died three years ago. 
Happily, Mrs Montgomery survives. Sh e is, therefore, the 

r------- -------- ·---------- ·---·-- - ----·----

Bardrainey Villa. 
The residence of Alexander Dalzel, factor of the :Finluystonc csfo. t :! in Eurns·s ti n:c. 

neorest living direct descendant of Richard Brown ; she is R;chard 
Brown·s grand-daughter. It can easily be understood that the 
Burns connection with her family would be a matter to her, 
living as she did amid literary influences, of extreme interest ; and 
so it is, and has always been. 

Incidentally, it may be noted that Mr Gilkison's brother, 
Robert1 marri~d J eariie Hogg, daushtc:r 9f the Ettrick Shepherd, 

12 



They went to New Zealand, and subsequently to ·Australia. 

Another notable local association with Burns lies in the name _ 

and personality of 

JAMES FINDLAY. 

There is too little known about Findlay. His career would 

be worth tracing. Away in that sleepy Tarbolton, who knows 

what influences he had on the young impressionable bard 

struggling at Lochlea ? Findlay was Excise Officer in Tarbolton 

during the sojourn at Lochlea there of Burns. The two men 

were fast friends, and Findlay had some reputation as a poet, so 

that the two had something in common. Who knows but that 

Findlay is responsible for steadying Burns's early determination 

to enter the Excise at all? The thing is likely., Findlay 

is the most probable hero of the song, "Wha is that at my 

bower door, Wha is it but Findlay ~" Also, Findlay pia.rried Miss 

Markland, " the divine " one of the six MaUchline belles. She 

died as recently as 1851,. 

In the sober days after the Edinburgh ·period/when Burns, 

by Glencairn's help, had his application to .. the Excise Board 

recognised, the .Excise Board appointed· Findlay , to" give " Mr 

Robert Burns" 'at least six .weeks' instruction. Irl the .Burns 

Exhibition in 1896 was shewn an old volume of 'the Scottish 

Excise Board, containing "the Divisions, Officers, .Expectants, 

etc.,'' of ,the Excise. There I learned that Findlay.Jeft Tarbolton 

and was appointed· to Ayr on 2 7th January,· 1790, and there is 

the entry to "Greenock Boat." An authority on the subject, a 

well-known contributor to the Chronicltt, explflins ~-"Ayr, means 

Ayr Collection, in which Greenock then was; in fact, 'the Collec

toi; of Ayr lived at Greenock. The ' Greenock Boat' was the 

Inland Revenue cutter with its armed crew, whose headquarters 

was .Greenock. James Findlay was appointed an officer on ·board 

the. cutter." 
Findlay was afterwards promoted to the more important post 

of Title Surveyor at Greenock. There is evidence- of him in 

Greenock down to t824, after whi<;h l lose si~ht of him. Doub~~ 
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less Findlay and " the divine " Markland resided in Greenock, 
where.his duty lay, though my enquiries as to the locality have up 
till now been fruitless. 

HIGHLAND MARY. 

With affection and just regard, Greenock guards her memory 
and her grave. I leave this subject almost alone here, because it 
is needless to dwell on it further than to say that the " myth " 
theory has few believers in Greenock and the surrounding district. 
It is a very real Mary and a very real love story that charm local 
Burnsites. It is personal, but pace the shade of Henley, I am one 
of the "episode theory" men, and I do not think that Burns 
visited Greenock specially "to worship at Mary's Grave." ·That 
might come in with the rest. All the investigations I have made 

. have Jed to the conclusion that any visit he made in the neigh
bourhood, if any, subsequent to the first Highland tour, was in 
some way connected with his Excise duty or office. Indeed, 
there is a local tradition that when Burns visited Richard Brown, 
as there is good ground for believing he once did, he was in 
Excise uniform. It is, however, not merely on fanciful grounds 
that the suggestion has been made that "To Mary in Heaven," 
written in October, 1789, was the result of revived impressions 
got in Greenock. 

Drn BURNS VISIT THE DISTRICT? 

That Bums ever was in Renfrewshire west of Paisley has 
been disputed. It is commonly agreed, however, that he did visit 
Greenock at least once. That was most probably on the occasion 
of the first Highland tour in June, 1787. Now there is a vast 

· mass of local testimony pointing very decidedly to more than one 
visit of Bums to Finlaystone, Bardrainy, Port-Glasgow (Richard 
Brown), and Greenock. I can do little more than give some 
indication of the nature of that testimony. It is obviously 
impossible, nor indeed is it the object of this article, to set down 
the result of investigations extending over the better part of two 
years. These results, however, I have already submitted, as I have 
said, 1o the Greenock Burns Club. at· one of. their quarterly meet-
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ings where there was a large and representative attendance or 

members and others interested. A very few notes must here 

suffice. 

RELICS. 

There are, to begin with, relics of Burns's presence in the 

district. There are ( 1) a pane of glass inscribed by Burns still 

carefully preserved at Finlaystone House; (2) a pane inscribed by 

Burns which ti:ie late George Williamson, historian of Greenock, 

preserved and framed, from the hostlery in Cross Shore Street, 

Greenock, where Burns lodged. This pane is now in the 

possession of Mr Williamson's relatives ; (3) the treasure of 

Richard Brown's house in Port-Glasgow was a similarly engraved 

pane about the middle of the mid window of the dining-room. That 

pane was accidentally smashed many years ago, but at least half-a· 

dozen persons can be named who examined it. I was always 

doubtful of this relic, but during my recent enquiry I became 

more convinced of its genuineness than otherwise; (4) a pair of 

hose left by Robert Burns in Richard Brown's house on the 

occasion of his visit there. One of these hose at least can be 

accounted for, the other not so meantime. 

TESTIMONY. 

In order to get at somethimg reliable I had to interview 

many people in whose families the story of the Burns visit or 

visits was part and parcel of the family tradition or knowledge; I 

had to trace clues and sift personal testimony, very much of which 

had to be rejected. In following up clues, correspondence had to 

be undertaken with persons in various parts of Scotland, England, 

and Australia, as well as close reading and comparison with the 

many published authorities. 

I discovered a family, one progenitor of which had personal 

knowledge of Burns being in Brown's house. This old lady lived 

in the entry near Brown's house in Bay Street, Port-Glasgow, and 

was something of a confidant with the Browns. She lived to a 

very old age, and died at a date easily within living memory. 
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Again, the grandfather of certain highly respected people in 

Port-Glasgow and Greenock, a farmer, actually saw Burns. It 

was at the farm of Auchentibher, on the Ayrshire and Greenock 

road, across the uplands. Burns was on his way from Ayrshire, 

and stopped for refreshment and "directions to Finlaystone." 

Richard Brown's House in Port-Ola•gow. 

Bum slept one night in room on ground fl oor, most probably on left. The alleg<!d inscribed 
window pane was in mirldle of mid window of second floor. The three windows to 

right lighted the dining-room, the two to left the drawing-room. The old 
Sun Insurance plate is faintly shown just below middle window. 

This road which, in those <lays, was a Statute Labour Road, leads 

do wn by Cartshurn House to the east end of Greenock. 

Here is another story as related by one who had it direct from 

Bailie Brown, Richard's son. It is one of many I have heard, 

and I print it because of the striking corroboration it had from an 

unexpected quarter. The narrator used to relate to his family the 

facts as given to him by Bailie Brown with pride and interest. 

One of the family informed me as follows:-

"Burns arrived late in the afternoon from Greenock where 

he had been visiting Highland Mary's grave. A verse left by the 



Poet at the l3rnwns is associated with that visit to the grave. He 
. was on horseback It was a very wet day, and he was on his way 
-to Finl.aystone. He had only intended to pay a passing visit to 
the Browns. It is not. known whether Brown was at home or 
away on a voyage. Burns was soaked to the skin, but yet insisted 
on going on to Finlaystone. He was at length persuaded to 
remain over night, and was provided with dry hose of the Captain's. 
He departed next morning with these hose, leaving his own still wet 
hose behind in the possession of Mrs Brown. He proceeded to 
Finlaystone. There certainly was a pane of the window with 
Burns name inscribed on it." 

MRS MONTGOMERIE'S STATEMENT. 

No comment is necessary further than to say that the follow
ing voluntary corroborating statement was, within the last two 
years, taken down -in London in presence of several witnesses 
direct from the lips of no other than Mrs Robert Montgomerie, 
Richard Brown's grand-daughter. 

She was surprised that there was any doubt that Burns ha:l 
been· at her grandfather's house. Richard Brown's surviving 
family were a son and three daughters. It was quite true that 
Burns left his stockings. Burns called at her g.rimdfatber's, house 
and stayed there one night when he changed his wet hose for dry 
ones. One of these stockings was in her parents' possession for 
a long time. (Her mother was, of course, Richard Brown's 
daughter.) She remembered it, and had often seen and handled 
it, and she was often told about the visit. 'The stocking was 
given to her father's brother, who married Jeanie Hogg, and who 
went first to New Zealand and then to Australia, taking it with 
him, and, as far she knows, it is still in the family. Correspon
dence is not now kept up, and the address in Australia cannot be 
got. The room Burns slept in was a room on the ground floor of 
the house. 

I might set down much more testimony, but it is as needless 
. as it is impossible in a single article to show the-strong probability 
of . the lhu:ns ·visit to Port-Gla_sgow and the. district. I · .00.ve 
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chosen the Port-Glasgow visit because it never has been dealt 

with. It would be much easier to show that Burns visited the 

other places referred to. If Burns stayed a night in Port-Glasgow 

with the Brown's family, then he must have been in West Renfrew

shire more than once. His first visit to the district was most 

probably in June, 1787, and at that date Brown was not in 

Port-Glasgow at all. 

Hately Waddell agrees with Robert Chamhers's conjecture 

that Burns on the first visit (first Highland tour) "approached 

Inveraray from the South" (Greenock), and so accurate a historian 

as the Rev. James Murray, in his book on the history of Kilmal

colni, commits himself to the statement, ,in dealing with an 

Edinburgh meeting with Lord Glencairn in April, q87, that 

"soon after this he (Burns) paid Glenc:iirn a visit of some days 

at his house of Finlaystone." 

In short, on the first visit Burns's direction was we~tward 

towards Greenock ; on the second, it was eastward towards Port

Glasgow, and Finlarstone, -and Bardrainy. 

The editors are agreed that Burns enshrouded all- hi-s deal\.ngs 0 

with the West Highlands in mystery. No doubt he had his own 

reasons for this, but the disadvantage to us is palpable. It is 

impossible within the compass of a single article to deal fully with 

so engrossing a subject-indeed, I have merely touched on it_:_ 

but enough has been written to shew ~hat the Burnsites of West 

Renfrewshire have ample justification for the enthusiasm with 

which they honour the memory of the Bard. 

CHAS. I.. BRODIE. 



"THE T\\TO JEANS." 

AS an altermttive title to this paper we instance three words from Burns's 
first " Epistle to Davie," a brother poet. They occur in the course of 

the Poet's condolence with a brother in poverty, as well as in verse :-

"There's a' the pleasures o' the heart, 
The lover an' the frien' ; 

Ye hae your Meg, your dearest part, 
And I my darling Jean !" 

It is generally assumed that the closing words refer to Jean Armour. In 
1846, however, in his work upon the Buchanites, Mr Joseph Train, of anti
quarian fame, broached the theory that one of that sect, Jean Gardner, of 
Irvine, was the heroine of the Epistle, and that she was also the belle fille 
mentioned in Burns's letter to Dr Moore. In that autobiographical Epistle 
Burns recounts the disaster which closed his flax-dressing experience at Irvine, 
makes passing but feeling mention of his father's misfortunes and illness, and 
then says:-

" To crown all, a belle fille whom I adored, and who had pledged her 
soul to meet me in the fields of matrimony, jilted me with peculiar circum
stances of mortification." 

After touchiug upon his "hypochondriac complaint," Burns re,·erts to 
Irvine, and introduces Richard Brown, his friend there, and afterwards one of 
his correspondents. If such a matter could be decided by literary connection, 
as indicating the succession of associated ideas, then not less than the flax
dreosing catastrophe and the Brown friendship, the episode of the belle fille 
would also centre in Irvine. In that case she might have been Jean Gardner, 
but is more likely to have been <;~me sweetheart innominate and unknown. 

Train's theory does not appear to have elicited any such sign of accept
ance as might have led to its scriou<; discussion. Recently, howe,·er. it has 
been re-stated and argued with a certain show of plau<;ibility by Mr John 
Cameron in his History of the Buchanite Delusion, I783-I846 (reviewed 
in another column). Mr Cameron is not always to be taken seriously, but in 
this connection, although incorrect in several important details, he is fairly 
matter-of-fact, and an examination of his argument may settle the point. It 
hinges largely upon dates. The Rev. Hugh White-" Luckie" Buchan's 
chief coadjutor in the imposition bearing her name-joined the Relief Church, 
and was settled in Irvine on 3rd July, 1782, The Presbytery of Glasgow 
deposed him from the ministry, on the ground of heresy, upon 8th October, 
1783. Early in May, 1784, the Buchanites were driven out of Irvine. Seme 
of them, however, having returned to the town to settle their affairs (one of 
them under arrest), Andrew Innes -Train's chief informant-was sent from 
Thornhill to urge their return to the main \.ody of the sect. He soon went 
b~ck takin~ the absentees with qim 1 and one or two fresh converts. Re~ard-
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ing the latter, Mr Cameron suggests that either their faith was not strong 
enough to lead them openly to throw in their lot with the persecuted 
Luckie at the time of the expulsion, or they were not then able to 
arrange their temporal affairs against their expected translation to another 
world. One of them was the "younl\ and beautiful girl called Jean 
Gardner." Of her, Andrew Innes has this to tell:-

"When I was s<'nt back from Thornhill for Mr Ilunter, Jean Gardner 
came with me from Irvine to Closeburn, and when we were in the neighbour
hood of Tarbolton, she seemed to be in fear and rather in a discomposed 
condition. \Vhen I enquired the cause she said it was lest Burns, the poet, 
should see her, for if he did he would be sure to interrupt her ; for thev had 
long been on terms of intimacy. But we proceeded on our journey without 
meeting with any obstruction." 

This cannot have happened after the middle of May, 1784, and it is clear 
from the reference to Tarbolton that Jean knew nothing of Burns's removal 
from Lochlea, near Tarbolton, to Mossgiel, near Mauchline. Her ignorance 
of his later movements goes far to show that the break in their intimacy 
happened not later than the autumn of 1783, when he and Gilbert were 
preparing for the removal in spring. As he went to Irvine about the middle 
of 1781, was burned out on lst January, 1782, and left the town probably 
toward~ spring-March or thercby-tl>ere v.as time enough for him to become 
acquainted with Jean Gardner, but not for a long term of intimacy, unle>S 
their intercourse was maintained after Burns went back to Lochlea. 

It may tend to simplify matters to glance at distances. From Lochlea to 
Irvine is between six and seven miles ; Lochlea and Mossgiel are not more 
than two miles apart ; Tarbolton and Mauchline are serarated by about three 
miles. Distance, in short, is not a factor in the case. Burns may be 
assumed to have made Jean's acquaintance when in Irvine. Her father was a 
flesher, and lived with his family in Seagate, close by Main Street, off the 
opposite side of which, some distance away, and leading to the Glasgow Road, 
ran the passage by which Burns's heckling shop was reached. Looking to the 
date of White's deposition, that of the exodus from Irvine, and the further fact 
that Jean did not figure in the rabble attending the expulsion, it is certain thnt 
Luckie's imposture had arrived at maturity in the latter part of 1783, although 
she had been for a year previously paving tbe way to the public proclamation 
of her belief8 and pretensions. That Jean Gardner was one of the later 
proselytes may safely be as>umed. She very likely gave in her full adherence 
in 1783-84, or in the spring of 1784, which would place that incident two years 
after Burns left Irvine. Their local intimacy is in any case restricted to the 
pre-Buchanite period of Jean's career, while she was still living in the odour of 
respectability with her father in Seagate. If Burns seriously paid court to her 
at that time, and she jilted him, she would likely do so at the crisis in b.s 
affairs brought about by the burning, when he describes his condition as that 
of a true poet-not worth sixpence. In that case, any future intercourse upon 
a different looting was barred. 

Why Jean and the belle Jille, however, cannot be identified as one may 
now be briefly stated. The jilting, as just hinted, and in the nature of things 
would end the acqua,intan<;e, a,pd that in a very deGided a,nd emphatic way. 

r3 
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That, on the other hand, it was continued there are strong reasons for believ. 

ing. There is, in the first place, Mrs Begg's knowledge of Robert's attach

ment to Jean, which becomes most easily credible if we suppose :Burns to have 

induced her to visit Lochlea as his sweetheart. In the next place, there is 

Jean's obviously full knowledge of Burns's family connection with Lochlea. 

In the third place, comes Jean's fear of meeting Burns when on her way with 

Innes to the Buchanite encampment-for, if he saw her, "he would be sure to 

interrupt her," and that so late as May, 1784. If be had previously tried to 

reclaim her, she may have had cause to dread a second attempt. In that 

view, their acquaintance could not have been ended in the spring of 1782 by 

jilting or otherwise. Then, on 3rd August, I 784, Burns wrote James Burness, 

his Montrose cousin, from Lochlea, with informatioil concerning the members 

of the Relief Church or Presbytery Relief in Irvine. He says :-"About two 

years ago a Mrs Buchan, from Glasgow, came and began to spread some 

fanatical notions of religion among them. I am personally acquainted with 

most of them, and I can assure you the above mentioned are facts." The first 

sentence shows that Burns at Lochlea was quite well aware of Luckic's 

religious intrigue in Irvine after he left the town in 1782. The second 

sentence will only bear one construction, viz., that Burns was personally 

acquainted with these people as Buchanites, and, therefore, after he left 

Irvine, and that through his personal acquaintance, he learned the facts 

regarding their tenets, which he transmitted to James Burness. In one of his 

song-notes he says : "When I was in Ayrshire, the 'Beds of Sweet Roses' 

was a very popular song. I remember to have heard those fanatics, the 

lluchanites, sing some of their nonsensical rhymes, which they dignified by 

the name of hymns, to this air." If he heard the tune under such circum

stances in Ayrshire, the inference is that he was personally present at some of 

their gatherings in Irvine. When he wrote his cousin (August, 1784) he says: 

''They are fixed at present in the neighbourhood of Dumfries." Commenting 

upon these two passages in letter and note, Mr Cameron contradicts himself. 

Upon Burns's statement, " I am personally acquainted with most of them," he 

argues : "The acquaintanceship he speaks of must have begun during his 

residence in Irvine, and before Mrs Buchan's advent." It may have done so, 

but not necessarily. He could not, at all events, then either know them in 

their character of Buchanites or gather any knowledge of their sectarian 

points of faith and code of morals. Mr Cameron accordingly argues upon the 

song-note : "This statement proves that he was not only acquainted with the 

Buchanites personally, but that he had actually attended some of their 

meetings." In that case he did so from Lochlea, and Mr Cameron undermines 

his former position by altogether dissociating the acquaintanceship from Burns's 

residence in Irvine. He may privately have met individuals who were after

wards of the sect, and Jean Gardner amongst the rest, but he could not have 

heard them sing, and known them as Buchanites, before the sect existed. 

These circumstances leave no doubt that Burns maintained a visiting and 

friendly connection with Irvine long after he returned home to Lochlea ; and 

that it included a continuance of his relations with the Gardners is at least highly 

probable. We would thus be tied down to believing that his acquaintance 

with Jean came to a termination with her confessed conversion to the 

Buchanite delusion. In that case she and the belle fills of the Dr 
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Moore letter cannot be one and the same person. It could not, 
in such case, be said that she jilted him. She went over to the 
new fanaticism along with sundry other members of her family, her 
sister Katherine and child, another sister apparently, Magdalen Gardner, then 
Mrs Gibson, and John Gardner, whose relationship to her is not stated. Tl:at 
happened when Burns was in Lochlea. But, in the Moore letter, the jilting 
is set in the very centre of the Irvine episode, with its circumstances of ruin, 
love, hypochondria, and friendship. Either, then, the letter is misleading by 
reason of the misplacing of the amour, or the belle jille was not Jean Gardner 
but some other charmer whose acquaintance Burns had made between mid
summer, 1781, and March, 1782. To have exacted a matrimonial pledge in so 
limited a period points to a somewhat rapid rate of progress even for Burns. 

Coming next to the Jean of the Epistle to Davie, a few of Mr Cameron's 
outstanding chronological error<; may first be pointed out, as they block the 
way of enquiry for truth. He speaks of misfortunes which drove Burns from 
Irvine about the beginning o{ 1783; the time was in reality about March, 
1782. Mr Cameron says of the letters to Alison Begbie, as a possible belle 
/ille, that they were written from Lochlea in 1783, after the Poet's return from 
Irvine. Unless the leading authorities are astray, from Dr Currie to Dr 
Wallace, they were written 1780-81, before he went to Irvine. Mr Cameron 
says of the Epistle to Davie that "it was, we know, completed early in 1784, 
very shortly after he settled at Mossgiel." It will be shown presently that we 
do not absolutely know it to have been completed either early or late in 1784. 
Mr Cameron says "Burns went to Mossgiel at Whitsunday, and a month or 
two afterwards he repeated most of this poem to his brother Gilbert when 
weeding in the garden." Burns went to Mossgiel in March, and Gilbert's 
own testimony about hearing the poem is hesitating : " It was, l think, in the 
summer of 1784, when, in the intervals of harder labour, Robert and I were 
weeding in the garden that he repeated to me the principal part of this Epistle." 
With this, Mr Cameron almost expels himself from being a witness in the case 
he has set agoing. 

A decision really depends upon the date of the Epistle and that ofBurns's 
first acquaintance with Jean Armour. A parallel subject is the date of Burns's 
"Egotisms from my own Sensations." Cromek went astray by inserting 
them in the first Commonplace Book under May, 1785. Scott-Douglas (iv., 
52 and 129) thinks that, from internal evidence, the pieces belong to 1786, but 
when he prints them (i., .r29) he does so under 1785. They have no place in 
the original Commonplace Book, but in the Glenriddell abridgement of that 
document they occur between September, 1784, and June, 1785. Dr Wallace 
(i., 135) puts the first entry under "May 4, 5, or 6 [1784 ?)," and when he 
comes to the poetical fragments he says that they may be the product of a some
what later peri9d. The first is that which Scott-Douglas gives second from 

Joluzson's Mus~um, I788, and is the only one concerning the present 
1mbject :-

" Tho' cruel fate should bid us part, 
Far as the pole and line ; 

Her dear idea round my heart, 
Should tenderly entwine. 
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Tho' mountains rise, and deserts howl, 

And oceans roar between ; 
Yet dearer than my deathless soul 

I still would love my Jean." 

Dr Wallace says unhesitatingly that this means Jean Armour, but in the 

uncertainty of dates the above verse is in exactly the same position as the 

Epistle. If Dr Wallace is right in ascribing the "Egotisms" to 1784, and 

as his ascription of the verse to a later date is only conjectural, may not the 

heroine of one be the heroine of both? Scott-Douglas vitiates all he says 

upon the subject of dates by assuming the point at issue-that Jean can only 

be Jean Armour ; Lockhart puzzles himself in the same fashion. That the 

sentiment and sundry expressions on the verse are identical with those in the 

Epistle is obvious. Scott-Douglas accordingly suggests, as a natural conclu

sion, that they were composed about the same date. The verse, however, is 

also the neuclus of " O' a' the airts "; would he then argue that it also was 

composed at the same date ? The more acceptable view is the opposite of 

Scott-Doue-las, viz., that the verse was written first, and that the poet after

wards made use of both words and ideas in it as an otherwise useless frag

ment when he came to write the Epistle and the song. All that is actually 

known about the former is that the only dated copies are alike in bearing the 

same month and year, viz., January, 1785. That it was, therefore, composed 

some time in the previous year can hardly be questioned, although any 

hypothesis touching a more exact date cannot be argued. 

The argument that "my darling Jean" is Jean Armour rests upon other 

grounds, and is virtually impregnable. Regarding Jean Gardner, Andrew 

Innes must be received as, at least, an unprejudiced witness. What he says 

of her long intimacy with Burns may, therefore, be read as a true account of 

what was imparted to him hy Jean herself. In view of that intimacy, and of 

the mutual interest between her and the poet, evinced by her perturbation 

near Tarbolton, Burns cannot be supposed ignorant of her conversion to the 

Buchanite heresy in 1783-84. He could hardly avoid hearing about her and 

her family from his acquaintances in the sect. It must be borne in mind that 

his letter to his cousin is dated August, 1784, and that his only references tc 

the fanatics are marked by amused contempt. It does not ex faoe seem a 

difficult point to settle, whether Burns was likely to speak of a woman joined 

to a body whose practices he held immoral, and for that reason lost to him for 

ever, in a phrase so endearing as "my darling Jean." In the knowledge of 

her backsliding, could he have repeated the Epistle to his brother as alleged, 

even although he may not have known that at that very time she whom he so 

addres<ed was on her way to rejoin the band he despised, and of whose miser

able exit from Irvine be could not help being fully aware? Such an assump

tion is monstrous and forbidding. Burns was no doubt yielding where the 

fair sex was concerned, but that he could maintain his normally inconstant 

regard for a woman who, in his view, had taken to evil courses, is a revoltinir 

supposition. Burns was the sport of passion, but never the slave of infatua

tion. That he afterwards visited Jean Gardner frequently at New Cample 

and Auchengibbert, let those believe who can. Can credence be given with· 

out hesitation to such a statement upon the ipsc dixit of Joseph Train, for that 

is all there is to support it ? 



As to the beginning of Burns's acquaintance with Jean Armour, all the 
editors feel compelled, in some mysterious way, to associate it with his going 
to Mossgiel in March, 1784. But, considering the distance, there is nothing 
against the supposition that, while still at Lochlea, he knew as many and was 
as well known in Mauchline as in Tarbolton. Even if he first met Jean at 
the April race-dance, after he went to Mossgiel, might it not have been April, 
1784, and not 1785? It is more reasonable to suppose that, going to Moss
giel in March, he should have been "ttending the dance in April, than that 
he should have allowed a year to elapse before making acquaintance with the 
bonniest of "The Belles of Mauchline." This very sensible alternative 
appears to have occurred to the Centenary editors alone. 

Surveying all the circumstances from that point of view, the several 
incidents of the comedy drop naturally into their places in a connected story. 
Hurt, no doubt, by the coldness with which his addresses had been received 
by Ellison or Alison Begbie, Burns went about June, 1781, to Irvine. She 
may have been the belle jille of the Dr Moore letter, but it is equally probable 
that in Irvine the Poet surrendered to the charms of another lady-love who, 
with a prud,.nt eye to plenishing and gear, was likely enough to reject his 
further advances when ruin came upon him on New-Year's Day, 1782. There 
was much of the honey-bee about Burns in his movements amongst the fair. 
So, twice defeated within a year, and having previously known Jean Gardner, 
he may have turned to her for consolation when suffering under the double 
calamity of financial loss and a sore heart, albeit accustomed to wounds. For 
two or three months-January to March, 1782-he may have laid close siege 
to Jean. It is impossible, however, that, whatever her regard for him, she 
could have looked upon him as eligible, especially when she came to !<now the 
state of affairs at Lochlea. In that condition of disengaged hesitancy, for 
Robin had taking ways though poor, she heard by her own family fireside of 
Luckie Buchan, who that year went to Irvine. The time was a busy one for 
both, for her wrestling with Buchanite temptations and glimpses of a Here
after, reached without the disagreeables of a death·bed, until she " tint her 
reason a' thegither" and capitulated towards the close of I 783 White's 
deposition, and the opposition of the solid part of the community, had by that 
time come to try her faith. Who can say what clash of passion, thoughts of 
persecution and martyrdom, feelings even of spiritual ecstacy went on in the 
heart and mind of this deluded, inexperienced, and ignorant country-girl ? 
The day she gave herself to Luckie she was lost to Burns, and Jean Gardner 
was rubbed out of the canvas on which his life is pourtrayed. The little star 
that rose in Irvine, and only arched briefly and waveringly a short distance 
above his horizon, finally set at New Cample, After that, there were for her 
Auchengibbert-disillusionment-marriage-America-and death. 

In 1782-83 Burns was growing fast to maturity. Before 1782 closed he 
had developed the idea of the essentials of manhood, which afterwards 
inspired his verse-for this see his letters to Orr, his father, and Murdoch. 
He was taking an active part in Freemasonry. He was waxing in favour with 
the Muse-see " My father was a farmer," "The death and dying words of 
poor Mailie," "Mary Morison," "The rigs o' barley," and others. Dr 
Wallace says, with generous indiscrimination, as if particulars were beneath 
notice and the heart of Burns a kind of sentimental harem :-" This period 
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w,i,tnessed vario.us love affairs of ,tj:i,e Poet, of which we have but an obscure 
:;i.ccount." In the spring of 1783 Burns had also found, in keeping a 
Commonplace Book, something to occupy such thoughts as he could spare 
from love, poes~·, a.nd the obviously ebbing life of his fatl,er. In the autumn 
·the brothers w:e.i:e busy planning their coming occupancy of ]\lossgiel. On 
13th Februa,ry, 1784, the father died, and the next month they had taken 
possession of Mossgiel. In the ~ummer Robert suffered greii,tly in health, and 
yet, ,even while the names of Peggy Thomson, Anne Ra11kine, and Nanie 
Fleming Q,r Sherriff jostle each other, he fom1d tiroe for the izaison with 
.E,lizabeth Pato.n, which ended in the " Welcome " to his dear-bought Bess, 
who came towards th,e .clo!ie of the year, November, 1784. That, however, 
was a lightly ,passing al{ection. Already he was feeling the warmth of a sun 
as yet unrisen 11:pon mqr.tal ken. He had, doubtless, seen, spoken to, and 
been inflamed by Jean Armour. Something might be said of all '' The Belles 
of Mauch.line," "B\lt Armour's the jewel for me o' them a'." Even as he 
was about to become a father by another, he was ready to swear, amongst 
.1;ising mountains, howling deserts, and roaring oceans-" I still would love 
wy Jean!" i[n the Epistle dated January, 17&£, aQd therefore the certain 
product of the µreviqus year, he ,could only speak of he.r to Davie as "my 
<larl"1g Jean." J eitn Gardner had gone down into the night of oblivion; Jean 
Armour still reigne\I. when he himself-p,assed away. 

:Few things in. the study of biography .are .so con;iically edifying as the 
figure of a frosty editor trying to fit the love episodes in the life of ~urns to 
.each other in chronological order, laying one love down before venturing 
to take up another, and trying to arrange them with decent tegard to their 
decorous succession. Burns had no corresponding care. He seemed to 
delight in love-affairs coming in a heap. rhroughout ,his .career they make 
.a tangle akin to a tropical thicket. It is as -much .by a kn,0;1;vle,dge of Jean 
.Gardner's di.'iappearance in th,e slough of Buchanism, as by the assured 
cerl:;linty-w any stronger evidence than extreme probab\lity-of Burns's 
~qU11intance with Jean Armour in 1784, that the settled conclusion is reach~d 
that ljhe was " my d11rling J e11n." 

EDWARD ·PINNiNGTON . 

.A1'l~ 
~ 
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LCOMMUNICATED.] 

N A T I 0 N A L B U R N S C L U B. 

The persistent efforts of Burns enthusiasts in Glasgow, aided by such 
well-known admirers of the poet as J. Jeffrey Hunter, Jas. Ballantyne, D. C. 
Wardrop, and others, to form a first-class institution as a permanent rnllying 
place and centre, have been crowned with success. A large flat of com
modious rooms were rented on the I Ith November, 1904, and over twenty 
pounds expended on papering and painting. 

Mr Joseph Martin, the honorary trea!;urer, was most indefatigable in 
adding to the list of membership, and when the lease was signed over a 
hundred members were on the roll, and numerous additions promised. 

The printed rules declare that the objects of the club are (I) the promo
tion of the study of Burns's works, and Scottish literature generally ; (2) the 
collecting of books, prints, and pamphlets connected therewith ; and (3) social 
intercourse and recrPation. 

Already a copy of the first edition of Currie's Life of Burns has been gifted, 
and other donations of prints or books will be gladly received by t:he honorary 
secretary, 

D. C. WARDROP. 
65 Oswald Street, Glasgow. 

SUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB. 

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

We have passed the baby stage of our existence, and may now be 
considered a full-blown, healthy society, with a strong membership and a good 
balance standing to our credit. The last Annual Meeting was a, great success, 
each member, it seems to me, striving to excel his "brither Scot" in his desire 
for the well-being of the Club. Year by year we grow more like to the ideal 
created and expounded by the Bard, when the ~olemn moment comes and 
the guest of the evening finishes that oration so nob)y spoken, so sympatheti
cally tendered:-

"A last request permit me here, 
When yearly ye assemble a', 

One toast (I ask it wi' a tear), 
Tae him the Bard that's far .twa'." 

Representatives were present from North Shields and the Webh Associations. 
We are indebted to our President, Mr Hugo M'Coll, and our Hon. Vice
President, Mr Robert Falconer, for their kindness in entertaining our visitors. 
The Annual Scottish Concert of 1903 was perhaps the most successful ever 
held under the auspices of the Club. A larger company assemliled to listen ty 

the " Allld Scots Sangs " than on any previous occasio{\, 
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The Concert of the present year (1904) was also well attended, and 
through the kindness of Mr J. G. Mackintosh, Bandmaster, we were able to 
introduce to the audience the East End Prize Brass Band, which proved a 
distinct success. The Hallowe'en celebration was held in Mr Wetherell's 
Rooms on Friday, October 3oth, 1903. As usual, we had a slight financial 
loss on the gathering, but to those loyal members who attended it was indeed 
a great treat and well worthy of our Club. The summer outing was aban· 
doned. It was fortunate that such a decision was made, as it rained inces
santly the whole day. The Chronicle now reaches us early in December, 
instead of the end of January, as formerly. This is a decided advantage to 
the readers, as the very best Burns literature can be enjoyed before the 
Anniversary, many memories refreshed, many minds invigorated by the warm· 
ing influence received. 

During the past year we have brought ourselves into line with the 
federated Clubs by subscribing one guir.ea to this special fund. Of late years 
this work has been greatly improved, and we confidently look for the very 
best articles obtainable. If we do not read we cannot grow, and no better 
food for thought can be had anywhere. I leave this suggestion with you, i.e., 
that we have a Chronicle night on our syllabus. During the past eighteen 
months we have added seventeen new members, three have withdrawn, and 
one has passed ''the portals of the great mystery untold." We have a sound 
healthy roll of seventy-four, which shows an increase on last year. We hope 
that our new members will take an active interest in the work. We do not 
measure our success by the number of subscribing members-although that is 
very nece~sary-but by the number of honest men who are willing to cultivate 
a love for the poetry, the art, the literature and traditions of our native land, 
that while we love and honour Burns, we do not forget the minor poets of our 
country. 

Our syllabus still shows a good literary tendency, and the papers read at 
our meetings reveal a great amount of research, care, and interest, which I am 
quite sure repays the reader as well as the listener. 

1904. SYLLABUS-SESSION 1904-5. 

Oct. 5. Coleridge's "Ancient Mariner" Mr R. C. Lyness. 
Oct. 19. Sir William Wallace, the Hero of 

Scotland . . . . '.\fr R. Archbold. 
Nov. 2. Don Quixote, the Greatest Hero of 

Romance Mr W. Ogilvie. 
Nov. 16. Joe Chamberla\n ... . ... Mr N. Elliot. 
Dec 7. Characteristics of Countries I have 

Yisited Mr II. M'Coll. 
Dec. 21. 

1905. 
Sir David Wilkie, Scottish Artist... Mr W. H. Turner. 

Jan. 4. 
Jan. 18. 

Song and Story 
Lord Byron ... 

Jan. 25. Anniversary Dinner ... 

Feb. 1. Scotti<;h Concert, Victoria. Hail. 

Members. 
Mr G. Gardner. 

f Rev. J. C. Carrick, 
t Dalkeith, N.B. 

Feb. 15. John Knox, the Scottish Reformer... Mr A. R. Calvert. 
Mar. 1. William Tennant and Auster Fai1 .. i\lr M. MacLennan. 
Mar. 15. "The popularity of Burns" l'llr A. Black. 
Apr. 5. Busines> Meeting. 
May 3. Annual Meeting!; Elcctio.1 qf Officers, 
Sept. 6. llu~ines~ Meeting. 

B.D., 



105 

IN MEMORIAM. 

It is with regret that we draw the attention of the members to the loss 
the Club has sustained by the death of our Hon. Vice-President, the late Sir 
William Allan, and the late Mr William M'Farlane, Durham. Few will 
forget the eloquent speech our late Hon. Vice-President made at the Anni
versary Dinner of 1900, when he delivered the toast of the "Immortal 
Memory." The special poem he wrote for that occasion ought to be printed 
and hung in our room. He was a true Scot. His la>t advice, given to 
Scotsmen throughout the world, is one we may well take to heart-" Keep the 
Lron /la,~ flying." 

Mr Macfarlane attended our special gatherings and always took a lively 
interest in the welfare of the Club. The sympathy of the members was 
cunveyed to the families of the deceased gentlemen. 

This Club was represented by Mr W. H. Turner at the Federation 
Meeting, held in Edinburgh in September last. This is decidedly a forward 
movement, which I hope will he continued, so that we may be kept in touch 
with the very best Burn>onians of the present day. With all our success we 
have also exercised that grandest of all gifts-Charity: we allocated seven 
guineas to various funds, also materially assisting a neighbouring Club, this is 
unly what we ought to do-help our "brithers" as much as possible. 

A feeling that we are Scotsmen and lovers of Burns will always give us 
due regard for our own conduct, so that the men we come in contact with will 
see the influence of the Burns Club at work. 

1\1. NEILSO~, I-lon. Secretary. 

BRIDGET ON BURNS CLUB 
(Instituted I870). 

ANNIVl>RSARY REPORT-JANUARY, 1904, 

The annual business meeting of the Club was held in the side room, 
Mechanics' Hall, Canning Street, Calton, on the evening of Wednesday, 13th 
January, 1904. D. L. Stevenson, Esq., President, in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr Cochran) read the Directors' Report on the pa>t 
year's proceedings of the Club, which is as follows :-

" The Directors met on several occasions for the purpose of transacting 
the business of the Club. 

During the year twenty-seven new members have been admitted. 
The Directors regret to record the death of Mr William Freeland, which 

took place in November, 1903. Mr Freeland was a past President of the 
club and a most active member. He had always taken a deep intere>t in 
everything pertaining to the study of Burns. He was one of the leading ligh· s 
of literature, and for some time served on the staff of the Glasgow Hera 'd, 
Evening Clfi"zen, and latterly was the editor of the Times. He w:is a 
companionable man, and was always willing to help young men in the start cf 
life. m~ loss will be greatly felt by the Club, 
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The Club competed in the Glasgow and District Bums Clubs Bowling 

Tournament. Three rinks entered for the M'Lennan Cup, but we regret to 

say that their efforts were unsuccessful. The Directors would again urge on 

all bowlers who are members of the Club and willing to compete in these 

competitions to send their names to the Secretary so that as strong teams as 

possible can be put forward to represent the Club in next year's competition. 

The summer excursion took place on l8th June last, to Girvan, thence by 

coach to B~llantrae and Colmonell. There was a very good turnout of 

members of the Club and their friends, and every one spent a most enjoyable 

day. 
The Directors received an invitation from the members of the Greenock 

Burns Club, Greenock, and visited that Club on l2th November. The depu

tation were much impressed with the admirable premises which the Greenock 

Club have, and w~uld ask all members of the various Burns Clubs in Glasgow 

to take into serious consideration the advisability of establishing a Club on 

similar lines for the benefit of all Burns Club members in Glasgow. The 

members of the Greenock Burns Club paid a return visit to this Club on 22nd 

December, 1903. A very pleasant social gathering was spent together. The 

Directors look on the3e interchange of meetings with other Clubs as very 

helpful for spreading the interest in Burns literature, and also for bringing the 

members of the various Clubs in closer contact with each other. 

COMPETITIONS. 

Gold Medal Competition. -The piece selected this year was the 

"Epistle to Davie." There were ten entrants for this competition, represent

ing Rozier Street and Queen Mary Street Schools. The examination was 

conducted by Mr Andrew Hoy, F.E.I.S., and after careful examination of the 

various papers, he awarded the gold medal to Samuel Jamieson, Queen Mary 

Street School. 

Senior Recitation Competition.-Six girls and eight boys entered for 

this competition. The pupils were from Gorbals, Rozier Street, Whitehill, 

Queen Mary Street, and Rockvilla Schools. The piece selected for the 

competition was the " Epistle to a Young Friend." The examiner, Mr John 

Forsyth, F.S.Sc., London, Elocutionist, after hearing the various com

petitors, made the following awards :-Silver medal-Jeanie Haymarch, 

Gorbals School; second prize, John Gough, Hazier Street School. He also 

recommended the Committee to award a special prize to Agnes L. Petrie, 

Whitehill School, who showed great excellency in reciting. 

Junior Recitation Competition.-There were three competitors from 

Rockvilla and Rozier Street Schools in this competition. The piece selected 

was "The Combat," from Scott's "Lady of the Lake," Canto V., Stan. 12 

and 13. After hearing the various competitors, Mr Forsyth awarded the first 

prize to John O'Hara, Hozier Street School. 

Senior Singing Competitions.-The competitors in these competitions 

were from the following schools :-Martyrs, Finnieston, Queen Mary Street, 

Rockvilla, Rozier Street, and Gorbals. In the Senior Girls' Competition 

there were fourteen entrants, and in the Senior Boys' Competition there were 

ten entrants. Mr George Newton acted as judge in the competitions, and 
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after hearing the various competitors, made the following awards :-Girls -
Silver medal, Annie Fraser, Finnieston School; second prize, Mary Russell, 
IIozier Street School. Boys-Silver medal, John Charters; second prize, 
Samuel Jamieson, both of Queen Mary Street School. 

Junior Singing Competition.-There were six girls and two boys from 
Gorbals, Rockvilla, and Hozier Street Schools in this competition, and after 
hearing the various competitors, Mr Newton awarded the first prize to Kate 
Gibson, Rozier Street School. 

Choir Singing Competition.-Four choirs entered in this competition, 
representing Rockvilla, Hozier Street, Finnieston, and Martyrs Schools. A 
change was made in the regulations this year by stipulating that each choir 
should sing a piece selected by the examiner. The examiner chose " Duncan 
Gray" as the test piece this year. This change was much appreciated by the 
various choir conductors competing, and after a very keen contest, Mr George 
Newton awarded the Shield to Martyrs Public School. 

Annual Concert.-The Annual Children's Concert in connection with 
the Club was held in the Mechanics' Hall, Canning Street, on 22nd January
D. L. Stevenson, Esq., President, in the chair. Among those present were 
Councillor Wm. Nicol, Wm. Cochran, Daniel Duncan, Alexander Bouik, 
J.tmes Young, anc1 others. The President remarked that the concert was 
given by the children who had been successful in the various competitions held 
under the auspices of the Club. The competiwrs are from various schools in 
Glasgow, and are all under fifteen years of age. An enjoyable programme 
was presented by the various competitors <tnd prize-winners in the 
corn petitions. 

Anniuersary Dinner.-The Annivusary of Burns's Birthday was cele· 
brated by a dinner in the Arcade Cafe, on 25th January. About sixty gentle· 
men were present. D. L. Stevenson, E•q., presided, and Councillor William 
Nicol, J.P., acted as Croupier. Mr Stevenson proposed the "Immortal 
Memory of Burns," and during the evening a number of gentlemen contri
buted songs and recitations towards the evening's enjoyment " 

1904. 
Oct. II 

" 25 

Nov. 15 
29 

Dec. 6 

" 13 

" 
20 

ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

SYLLABUS FOR SESSION 1904-1905. 

Smoking Symposium - President's 
Address . . . . Mr Alexander Pollock. 

Lecture-" Hallowe'en: Its Origin 
and Decay" (Tracing its History 
inPaganandEuropeanCountries) Mr Andrew M'Callum, 

Lecture-" Scottish Humour" . Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter. 
Lecture-" Two Epoch Makers in 

Scottish Literature : James I. 
and Allan Ramsay" . Mr James Walsh. 

Visit to Greenock Burns Club. 
Rosebery Burns Club Dance. 
Visit from Bridgeton Burns Club and 

Lecture . Mr James Ferguson. 
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Jan. IO Lecture-" Goethe" . . Mr D. F. Turnbull. 

Feb 

17 West Scotland Street U. F. Band of 
Hope Competition . . Judges: The Rosebery Ilurns 

Club. 
24 Anniversary Dinner, in Alexandra 

Hotel, Bath Street . . Mr James E. Christie. 
7 Visit from Greenock Burns Club. 

14 Lecture-" Glasgow at the Close of 
the 18th century, with special 
reference to the different Visits 
of Burns lo the City" Dr R. M. Lothian. 

" 28 
Mar. 14 

Visit to Bridgeton Burns Club. 
Lecture-" Burns and Tennyson: 

21 

" 28 
Apr. J l 

a Contrast and Simile" . Mr \Villiam Jack. 
Rosebery 13urns Club Senior Gold 

Medal Competition . 

Lecture-"The Weariness of Books" 
Tattie-an-Herrin' Supper 

The Hon. the Lord Provost, Sir 
John Ure Primrose, Bart., in 
the chair 
Mr H. Paterson Bayne. 
l\f usic by Competitors in 

Senior Competition, and 
others. 

25 Annual Business Meeting. 

The Club meets on Tuesdays, at 8 o'clock, in the Alexandra Hotel, Bath 
Street, Glasgow. 

The Executive request that Members of the Club wili endeavour to attend 
all Meetings promptly at eight o'clock. 

RosEBERY BURNS CLUB CoMPETITJONS. 

The Executive have much pleasure in recording that the Competitions 
promoted by the Club last Session were emphatically successful. 

Junior Oompetitions.-The Executive have communicated to the 
Directors of the Band of Hope Union their willingness to provide Medals and 
other Prizes for Competitions in Singing and Reciting Scottish Songs and 
Poems, promoted by any Band of Hope in Glasgow and District, with an 
approximate roll of 200 children. 

Senior Oompetition.-The Executive have again arranged fora Competi
tion, in March, by ladies and gentlemen between the ages of 18 and 25, for 
which specially designed Gold Medals have been very kindly presented by Mr 
D. F. Turnbull for singing, and Mr P. T. Marshall for Elocution, and Silver 
Medals (2nd Prizes) by other Members. The Hon. the Lord Provost, Sir 
John Ure Primrose, Bart., who is also a Member of the Club, and under 
whose patronage and presidency the Competition will again take place, will 
present a specially designed Gold Medal for Singing. 

The Competition will be open to Amateurs residing in Scotland. 
Particulars can be had on application from the Hon. Secretary of the Club. 

The Competition organised for amateurs by the Rosebery Burns Club drew 
a crowd on 25th March, 1904, to the Christian Institute, which was filled in 
every part. The Lord Provost, who was accompanied by Lady Ure Primrose, 
presided. He said that the Club deserved great credit for instituting a com
petition in which the beautiful songs of Scotland were to be sung. Some 



109 

inducement in the shape of handsome prizes was offered to those who tried to 
render them with becoming dignity, and in these days when there was a 
great deal of trashy music as well as much that was excellent it was delightful 
to find an effort being made to keep before us those songs which were the 
glory of our country. There was a wealth of beauty in the songs of Scot
land which had never been adequately fathomed. He in,tanced " Annie 
Laurie " and some of the songs of Burns, and asked where we could find 
human passion, human aspiration, and human feeling better portrayed. It 
would be a good day for Scotland-musical Scotland, patriotic Scotland
when she recognised that in her own songs she had epics for all time. He 
hoped that concert would be no inconsiderable factor in promoting a greater 
love of Scottish song. 

An excellent programme of songs and recitations was then gone through 
by the selected competitors. The judges were :-Singing-Me>srs James 
Summers, ex· President Choral Union; Adam Runcie, Choral Union; and 
James Angus, past president Rosebery Burns Club. Elocution-Messrs John 
Forsyth, London, professor of elocution; and P. T. Marshall, past president 
Rosebery Burns Clab. They had a difficult task, so closely did the competitors 
come in points of excellence. After their decision was intimated to the 
chairman, 

Mr Alexander Pollock, president, said he wished on behalf of the Club to 
acknowledge the kindness and help they had received in the carrying through 
of the competition. They ha<i first to thank the donors. He was assured 
that the first prize medal was the most valuable ever given in such a com
petition. The judges had had a most difficult task, Lut he was sure the 
audience and the competitors had every eonfidence in them, as they were all 
well-known authorities. (Applause.) They had also to thank the Lord 
Provost for his presence and support and Lady Primrose for her gracious kind
ness in coming there to present the medals. Sir John was known to many of 
them for years as "a Scotsman proud of the name," a distinction he hoped 
every Scot in the hail shared. But Sir John had a rarer distinction. He was 
a Scotsman of whom all Scotsmen were proud, particularly every citizen of 
Glasgow, whether native or incomer. (Applause.) 

Lady Primrose then handed the prizes to the successful competitors as 
follows :-First prize (specially designed gold medal, value five guineas), Miss 
Catherine Crawford, Hamilton (244 marks); second prize (gold medal, value 
£22s), William Alexander M'Gregor, Govan (243 marks); the next two had 
224 aml 218 marks. Elocution-First prize (illustrated volume, value £3), 
Mr William Galloway, Easterhouse ; second prize (silver medal), Miss Janet 
Gardner, Glasgow. 

Cheers were given for the Lord Provost and Lady Primrose on the call of 
the president. 

The Lord Provost, in acknowledging, said that Lady Primrose con· 
gratulated the Club on the successful evening. He trusted it would be an 
encouragement for them to promote similar gatherings. 

In the course of the evening the Caledonian Amateur Orchestra con· 
tributed selections, and while the judges were considering their decision songs 
were given by Messrs John Shaw and J. F. M'Donald, while a reading was 
contributed by Mr P. T. Marshall. 
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Mr Pollock, the president, writes :-"I am glad to see that some other 
Clubs are following the example of the Rosebery. To my mind, if a Club can 
only organize a dinner on the 25th and a smoking concert or two, when 
drinking is the main food, intellectually and physically, of the guests, it had 
better not have been born. To foster the preservation of Scottish dialect in 
literature and song is a worthy task for a Burns Club. When Bacchanalians, 
who miscall themselves Burnsites, meet merely to eat and drink, they disgrace 
the name they profess to wor•hip." 

KIPPEN AND DISTRICT CLUB. 

(Federated I900.) 

REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING. 

The annual meeting was held on Saturday evening, 22nd October, when 
the annual balance sheet for the year was submitted as passed by the auditors. 
Two gentlemen, Mr G. Clark, Annsfield, and Mr A. Angus, The Gro\•e, were 
admitted as IIonora=y Members of the Club, which makes the number of 
Honorary Members at present ten. A large number of gentlemen were also 
admitted as Ordinary Members, raising the Ordinary Membership of 
Club to a little over one hundred. The Honorary President of the Club 
was unanimously re-elected, al~o the President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer, and the Committee were elected by ballot, with the result 
that seven of last year's committee were again elected along with five new 
members. The past year has been the most successful business year since 
the Club's inauguration. The concert was a great success, the hall being 
too small to accommodate all that wished admission. The annual 
celebration was attended by seventy members, J. Monteith, Esq., J.P., 
Honorary President, occupying the chair with his usual ability. The toast of 
the evening was proposed by Mr J. M. Syme, the Club's poet, and was much 
appreciated, and during the evening many of the National Songs were sung 
with enthusiasm. 

The School Children's Competition excelled any previous one, fifty-eight 
entries being made as against forty-five the previous year. Altogether, the 
sum of £8 was expended on prizes. Miss Flora Gray gained a handsorne 
lady's watch for being the best singer. Miss Lizzie R. Rennie gained the gold 
medal for being the best reciter of the year. The judges were the Rev. A. 
Stewart, Port of Monteith Parish'Manse, and John Mackay, Esq., Brucehill, 
Port of Monteith, and their awards gave general satisfaction. 

The toast of the evening (Immortal Memory) is in the hands of D. II. 
Mack, Esq., Bank of Scotland, Buchlyvie, for 25th January, 1905, and the 
general meeting empowered the new Committee to arrange for the holding 
of such meetings as they may see fit to call during the ensuing session. 

THos. SYME, Sec;•. 
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CO-OPERATIVE BURNS CLUB. 
(INSTITUTED 1896). 

Registered No. 83 Burns Federation. 

SYLLA B U S F 0 R SE S SI 0 N 1 9 o 4 - 5. 

The following Meetings (28th January excepted) will be held in Roum 
No. rn, M'Culloch's Restaurant, Croy Place, 9 Maxwell Street, and rn9 
Argyle Street, Glasgow, commencing at the hour named prompt. 

New Members Admitted at any 11: ectt'ng. 

Saturday, 1st October, 1904, at 7.30 p. m.-Openmg Lecture by Dr James 
Devon, Glasgow. Subject. "Some Causes of Crime." 

Saturday, 5th November, 1904, at 7.30 p.m.-Paper by Mr Andrew 
M'Callum, Pollokshaws. Subject, "Burns and the Border." 

Saturday, 3rd December, 1904. at 7.30 p.m--Paper by Mr James Deans, 
Kilmarnock. Subject, 'Burns: His Personality, Poetry, and Letters.'· 

Saturday, 7:h January, 1905, at 7.30 p.m.-Musical and Literary Night, in 
which several prominent Members of the Club will take part. 

Saturday, 28th January, 1905, at 6.15 p.m.-In the U.C.l:l.S. Tea Rooms, 
I02 West Nile Street, Gla•gow (Birthday Anniversary). Special 
announcement will be sent to all Members of this Meeting. 

Saturday, 4th February, 1905, at 7.30 p.m.-Paper by Councillor Jas. Burgess, 
Glasgow. Subject, "An Englishman's View of Hurns.'' 

Saturday, 4th March, 1905, at 7.30 p.m.-Paper by l\fr James Lucas, M.A., 
Shettleston. Subject, " Cowper." 

Saturday, 1st April, 1905, at 7.30 p.m.-Annual Business Meeting--Election 
of Office-bearers, after which paper will Le read by Mr Hamilton Kelly, 
Glaogow. Subject, "Omar Kh<1yyam.'' 

Saturday, 6th May, 1905, at 7.30 p.m.-Concluding Meeting of Session
Sketches, Musical and Literary. 

N. B. -The foregoing Syllabus to be held as a sufficient notification of all the 
Meetings therein noted, except the 28th January, of which special 
notification will be sent each Member. 

1904. 
Oct. 31. 
Nov. 29. 
Dec. 20. 

1905 

WESTERN BURNS CLUB. 
(l~STITUTED 1903. FEDERATE!J 1904). 

SYLLABUS.--:"iE<;SION 1904-5. 

Hallowe'en Supper ... 
" Raid on Word Phrase>," 
Musical Evening. 

Mr James Webster. 
Mr D. C. Wardrop. 

Jan. 9. Lecture-" Royal Tour," Mr Smith. 
Jan. 23. Anniversary Dinner in Burgh Hall, } p £ . J h Gl "t M D 

Whiteinch, ... ro essor o n atl' er, . . . 
Feb. 28. Lecture-'' Burns and the De'il," Mr John Russell. 
Mar. 2S. Lecture -. "~urns : Artist and \ Rc•v. P. Anton. 

Song~1mth, .. .. . . .. j 
Apr. 14. Tattie·an'-IIcrrin' Supper and Musi:.d Evcnin;;. 
June 8. Annual Excu1sion. 

The Club Meets in the Windsor Reotaurant, Panick, 
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G R EE N 0 C K B U R N S C L U B. 
"THE MOTHRR CLUB," 

(Excerpt frol/l Annual RdjJort, Session I903-4.) 

It is gratifying to have to record that the past session was a most success
ful one, the average attendance at the meetings being over 40, the total on 
several occasions rising to 70_ The Syllabus, which provided a series of ten 
meetings from October to April, was of a varied character, varying from 
lectures on literary subjects, smoking concerts, visitations from kindred Cluhs 
to Ladies' Nights. The success of last year's eKtended Syllabus has 
emboldened your Committee to arrange series of Meetings on much the saine 
lines /or this year, the chief innovation being that on St. Andrews Night the 
four Burns Clubs of the district will meet together, and hold a "Tattie ar.d 
Herrin'" Supper, which ought to be for the furtherance of the Burns idea of 
brotherhood. Your Club took the initative in thi;; matter, and it is believed 
that this is the first time the Burns Clubs of any district have so met together, 
the idea may be useful to any of the brethren who may hear of it. During 
the past Session, as will be seen from the Treasurer's Report, the sum of over 
£20 was spent on hospitality to Kindred Clubs, for during the year we had 
visits from the Rosebery, Bridgeton, Sandyford Burns Clubs, Glasgow, and 
from the District Clubs, Jolly Beggars, Cronies, and Gourock Burns Clubs. 
Your Committee is proud to know that the idea of inter· visitation-which your 
Club was the first to initiate-has become popular in several districts, and if 
Clubs knew how enjoyable such meetings <ire, the idea would surely spread. 
The membership now stands at 258, each man an active paying member, for 
the roll was rigorously purged during the year. 

KERR BRUCE, Hon. Ser;•. 

I P S W I C H B U R N S C L U B (No. 

SECOND ANNUAL REPOR~ 

3zst December, z903. 

I 3 7). 

The year was started by the removal of the Club's headquarters to the 
Gran<l Hotel, where seven monthly Club Meetings were held during the year. 

The funds at the end of 1902 were r5s rod, the balance in hand at the 
end of 1903 is £14 8s 4~d. 

During the year ten new members were elected, and five honorary 
members. Sir Charles Dalrymple, Bart., M.P., consented to become Hon. 
President, and Messrs L. Moir, A. Gibb, J. Pratt and Dr Hossack, Hon. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Lectures were delivered at the Monthly Meetings by Mr A. Robb, on 
"Scottish Song;" l\Ir E. Cooper, on "In and Around Ipswich and its 
Ancient Charities;" Mr J. Haddow, on "Burmah and the Burmese;" and 
Mr Mayhew on "Whiskey." 

St. Andrew's Day was celebrated by a Grand Concert of Scottish Music. 
The Club have reason to he proud of the great success of the Concert, both 
nrnsically an<l fi.na.rlcially. 
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The Hon. l're5ident, Sir Charles Dalrymple, occupied the chair, the hall 
was filled. and a good surplus was added to the Club funds. 

Before the removal of the Club headquarters, the Anniversary of Robert 
Burns was celebrated by a dinner in the Halberd Inn. 

The Club may now be said to be in a very healthy and prosperous 
condition. 

ALBANY BURNS CLUB. 
(INSTITUTED 1900). 

THE Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month (from October ti'.l 
March inclusive), in White & Smith's, Trades' House Restaurant, 89 Glass
ford Street, at 7.20 o'clock. Members have the privilege of introducing 
friends. 

"MACLENNAN" CUP. 

BOWLING COMPETITION. 

This Competition takes place in June, and Members desirous of taking 
part in the game should send in their names to the Secretary, not later than 
lst May. (Entry Money, 2s). ' 

SYLLABUS.-SESSION 1904-1905. 
1904. 

Oct. 5. Opening Address-" Ellisland: A 
Poet's Choice " 

Nov. 
Dec. 

1905. 

2. ''Burns and the De'il," ... 
7. "George Brown Douglas: 'The 

house with the green shutters.' " 

Jan 1 r. " Beranger and Bums," .. 
Jan. 25. Anniversary Dinner - '·The Im

mnrtal Memory," 
Feb. r. " Burns a Gael," 
Mar. 1. Closing Addres< 

Robert Goodall, Hon. Preses. 
John Russell. 

Joseph H. Pearson. 

Hector Rey. 

George Neilson, LL. D. 
A S. Macbride. 
J. Wilson Bain, Preses. 

The opening meeting for the Session of the Albany Burns Club was held 
on 5th October, when over 100 members and friends were present. Mr J. 
Wilson Bain, President, occupied the chair, and was supported by Vice
Presidents Taylor and Kennedy; J. M'Naught Campbell, John Brown, Alex. 
M'GlJohan, Peter Craik; Treasurer Raeside ; Secretary Drennan, and 
othc·rs. 

Honorary President, :\fr Robert Goodall, gave the opening address, 
taking for his subject, "Ellisland: A Poet's Choice," which he treated in his 
usual able manner. 

l\lr Goodall, who retires from the presitlency of the Club, after occupyin.:;
that position since its inception four years ago was the recipient of a very 
handsome testimonial from the members, consisting of an illuminated addre,s, 
gold badge, and diamond ring; also a diamond ring for Mrs Goodall. 

Mr Bain, in a neat speech, made the presentation, to which Mr Goodall 
suitably replied, 



SIR WILLIAM ALLAN. 

Alack ! Sir Willie, art thou gane, 
Thou hears't na Scotia mak' her mane, 
For ane that lo'd her wee! an' lang, 
An' in her praise aft crooned a sang ? 
Sing low ! sing low ! thou rolling Tay ! 
A canty callant, big and braw, 
O' smeddum fu' an' bune us a', 
Wha tuned wi' skill the aiten straw, 
An' made it ring through hut an' ha' ; 
Sing low ! sing low ! thou rolling Tay ! 

Nae 'llair we'll hear its Doric swing, 
Nae mair he'll touch the tuneful string, 
Unheeded noo his reed an' lute, 
Their melodies for ever ml!lte ; 
Sing low ! sing low ! thou rolling Tay ! 
The wale o' men, strong, buirdly, brave. 
Wha ever hame his purpose drave, 
Wha's heart wad neither cringe nor crave, 
Yet freely o' its wealth outgave; 
Sing low ! sing low ! thou rolling Tay. 

Ye waves that by the Buddon dash, 
An' nichtly greet the Bell Rock's flash, 
Or surge upon the Lucky Scaup, 
Or softly Brochty's shingle hp. 
Sing low ! sing low ! thou rolling Tay ! 
As by Kinnoull ye swiftly sweep, 
By shallow pools where salmon leap, 
Or willowed spots where Naiads sleep, 
Sing low while sorrows Scotia st~ep ; 
Sing low! sing low ! thou rolli~1g Tay. 

TAs. WAISH. 



REV l E W S. 

THI\ So'IGS OF ROBERT BURNS. Now first printed with the melodies for 
whic:1 lhey were written. A study in Tonic Poetry. With Bibleography, 
Historical Notes, and Glossary, by James C. Dick. Henry Frowde, 
London. 

MR DrcK's volume is, without exception, the most scholarly study in 
Burnsiana which has within recent years been brought under our notice. Of 
works dealing with the Songs of Burns we have enough and to spare, each 
successive editor apparently resting content with a slavish reproduction of the 
dicta of his predecessors, illumined occasionally by a stray note of his own, 
more or less original, or a textual discovery duly blazoned forth as " never 
before published." Mr Dick has followed an entirely different method-that 
of original investigation and the probing of accepted facts, which, indeed, is 
the only course now open for the Burns investigator whose ambition is to leave 
a permanent mark on Burns literature. The volume before us does not profess 
to deal specially with the text of the Songs. All the same, our author deals 
with that branch of his subject in most accurate and erudite fashion in his 
Historical Notes, which are a monument of patient research and the most 
careful collation of authorities for the discovery of truth. Hitherto, Cromek's 
authority has been unquestioned, but Mr Dick so shatters the traditional con
fidence reposed in him that the advent of his volume in the Burnsiana field is 
bound to mark a new epoch in Burns editing. How he has been enabled to 
prove the unreliability of Cromek is best told in his own words in hi; valuable 
contribution to the pre;ent issue of the C!tronicle. For thirty years he waited 
patiently for an opportunity of examining the interleaved Riddel copy of the 
111useum, of the notes inscribed in which, Cromek professed to have given a 
correct transcript, and when the opportunity came he found that the compiler 
of the Reliques had so garbled, confused, and adulterated the notes of the Poet 
as to place him on a lower editorial level than even Currie or Cunningham. 
To what extent he has carried this editorial tinkering can only be ascertained 
by the publication of the notes, verbatim et literatim, as they appear in the 
Riddel volum~, a task which Mr Dick, we understand, is willing to undertake 
should the necessary encouragement be forthcoming. 

The raison d Rtre of the work is the musical side of Burns, which all the 
editors are agreed in ignoring. True, they tell u~ about his early aaempt at 
fiddle-playing, his talent for picking up old airs, and humming th~m over 
when composing in the lyric vein, and his eagerness to hear his words wedded 
to the music by Jean or Kirsty Flint, but none of them have traced these facts 
to the musical taste and intuitive appreciation of melody which wao; part of his 
genius. "About the higher forms of musical arl," says Mr Dick, "Burns 
knew little and cared less. His taste lay enlirely in melody, without ever 
reaching an appreciation of contrapuntal or harmonious music. On the other 
haqd, his perception and his love of music are undeniable, and he knew 
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several hundred different airs, not vaguely and in a misty way, but accurately· 
as reg'lrds tune, time, and rhythm, so that he could describe minute variations 

in the several copies of any tune which passed through his hands." 

The Johnson and Thomson letters give abundant evidence of this, 

and Mr Dick >ubmits further and more emphatic proof in certain hitherto 

unpublished notes produced in facsimile. In fact, Burns was occasionally 

more musical than poetical, as he himself repeatedly confesses to Johnson and 

Thomson, when forwarding what he styles "a bagatelle," or "poor stuff," as 

p:idding for a favourite air. "The higher forms of the musical art" is quite 

as much a debateable question as the epic and lyric in poetic composition, or 

im1gination and realism in art ; and the setting up of an artificial standard in 

any sphere ot the human understanding, approaches, to our thinking, the 

domain of empiricism There is a vast amount of" superior "cant amongsc the 

m.isical many whose ambition it is to be deemed "culchawed." A composer 

of concerted music who affects only the ears of a popular audience, more or 

less agreeably, has mistaken his mission ; but he who melts the heart with the 

natural elo:iuence of melody has accomplished his. We are Philistine enough 

to believe that music without words is unintelligible, even though admitted to 

be delectable. This was Burns's opinion, and all the professors of point and 

counter· point who ever exisited cannot prove theirs to be one whit superior, 

unless we commit ourselves to the belief that musical appreciation comes only 

by education. Mr Dick brings the words and music of Burns's songs together 

for the first time in an orderly and systematic manner, and with the sign

manual of the Poet conspicuous on both. That is the leading feature of ~he 

work, and, taken along with the minute and accurate notes appended, nothing 

of value remains for future gleaners. It might have appealed more to the popular 

taste had the modern versions of some of the airs-e.g., "Afton Water" and 

''The Lea Rig" -been given as alternatives, but Mr Dick deliberately ruled that 

out of his province, which is purely historical and purgative. We regret th1t 

our space forbids further reference to this exceptionally valuable contribution 

to Burns literature, which ought to be on the shelves of all who wish to po,sess 

the last and best that has been said on the Songs of Burns. 

THE BURNS COUNTRY. By Charles S. Dougall, M.A. Adam and 

Charles Black, London. 

SINCE the la ii of Burns was published by Blackie & Son in 1840, a perfect 

library of books, treating in more or less fragmentary form of the same subject, 

has accumulated, but no attempt, so far as we know, has been made since that 

date to include between the covers of one volume, on the plan here adopted, 

a consecutive survey of the Poet's environment during the various stages of 

the career which began with his birth at Alloway in 1759, and ended with his 

<leath at Dumfries in I 796. The literary part of the 1840 publication, per

formed by Professor Wilson and Dr Robert Chambers, left little to be desired 

at that date, but so much that is interesting has been discovered since that the 

enterprising publishers, Messrs A. & C. Black, London, rightly considered 

that the time was opportune for collecting and focussing all available informa

tion in the beautiful volume entitled The Burns Country, which has just been 

issued from their press (price 6s). A valuable feature of the older publication 



111 

was the fine engravings of landscapes and portraits which adorned its pages, 
and which were reproduced from original paintings by D. 0. Ilill. A similar 
attraction has been provided in the work before us, and it is flattering to Kil
marnock that the photographic skill of an amateur, Mr Thomas Ferguson, of 
the Nursery Mills, was requisitioned for the excellent photogravures which add 
so much to the attractions of the volume. These number no less than fifty 
views of Burns localities, executed in the highest sty le of the art, and they 
include almost every interesting and picturesque nook and corner associated 
with Hurns, each picture being selected with the discriminating eye of an 
accomplished artist in black and white. The letterpress is from the pen ot 
Mr Charles S. Dougall, M.A., of Dollar Academy, who has brought consum
mate care, industry, and no mean amount of talent to bear on the task. The 
plan pursued he outlines in a very useful appendix, containing an excellent 
map and detailed suggestions for a tour in the Burns country. Beginning at 
Ayr and Alloway, he proceeds up the Ayr valley, then to Irvine and Kilmar
nock, and on to Dumfries and the Nith. But the work is much more than a 
Burns guide. Though the life of the Poet is the main thread of the narrative, 
the historical, traditional, and literary records of each locality visited have been 
thoroughly explored and exhausted in widening the text so as to present a 
comprehensh•e synopsis of its general history to the reader. Thus, along with 
the Burnsiana, we have numerous and valuable references to Wallace, Bruce, 
the Kings of Carrick and their feuds, the Covenanters, the Lollards, the 
Buchanites, &c. There is, besides, scarcely an old ruin, ecclesiastical or 
baronial, but Mr Dougall has set down in brief form something interesting 
concerning it ; and he makes a special point of awarding honourable mention 
to the lesser lights of literature who have conferred more or less fame 
on the places of their nativity in the "Burns Country." The style 
of the book all through is bright, clear, and attractive, and, when 
occasion pre,ents itself, is relieved by a gleam of genuine humour. The 
author dwells lovingly on the manse of Loudoun and the three generations of 
the amiable Lawries who did so much for Burns. In descriptive writing of 
this kind, criticism of the Poet and his writingo has no place, but it is not 
difficult to make out from a few stray passages of that nature, introduced 
incidentally and not of set purpose, on which sicle of the Burns controversy Mr 
Dougall's sympathies lie, That he is not the "common Burnsite " burlesqued 
by Mr Henley, but a well-informed and sane admirer of the Poet is apparent 
from the following estimate of his character after the clouds had begun to close 
around him in Dumfries :-

" The picture of Robert Burns giving ' slices of his constitution ' as the 
price of his entrance into society, appeals to the popular imagination. It is a 
telling thing to say that Scotland's greatest intellect fell before Scotland's 
greatest enemy ; but it is untrue. No one will deny that Burns did drink 
unwisely. With his constitution, hard drinking, as he said himself, was the 
devil to him It undoubtedly shortened his days ; but he was never the hope· 
less inebriate, shunned by friends and despised by patrons, he has too often 
been represented to be. The records of the Excise were carefully kept, and 
have been so closely scrutinised, that had he once been repr.)ved for failure to 
perform the duties of his office, daily duties requiring a clear head for their 
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adequate performance, we should have known it. Not one censure stands 

against the name of Burns in the books of the Excise Board, aud at his death 

he was within a few months of promotion to a supervisorship. The 

cloud that overshadowed his later years in Dumfries was not so black that it 

could not be accounted for by the continual chaffing of the proudest man in the 

kingdom at the hateful order that it was his business to act and not to think ; 

by failing health, the fruits of the hard years at Mount Oliphant : and by the 
unpopularity which his political opinions and his bitter tongue won him among 

· the loyal burgesses of Dumfrie!"." 

We cordially recommend the book, not to Burns students only, but to the 

general reader, as a handy compendium of all that is worth remembering in 

c0nnection with the places in Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire which Burns has 

rendered famou,, and as forming a gallery of illustrations in which a notable 

artistic tribute is paid to the memory of the Poet. 

THE Por<:TIC \L WORKS OF ROBRR1 BURNS. Oxford Complete Edition. 

With Notes, Glossary, Index of first lines and Chronological List. 

Edited by J. Logie Robertson, M.A. Henry Frowde, London. 

THE poetry of Burns in an Oxford volume, edited by Mr Logie Robertson, 

seemed to promise a correct, concise, •nd cheap edition of the poet, in good 

type, with such editorial information added as would throw light upon the 

meaning and liislorical record of his verse ; but any one who opens the book 

in the expectation of this hope being realised will be grievously disappointed, 

so far as the editorial work is concerned. The works of the Poet are divided 

into Poems and Songs, and these are arranged without regard to chronological 

sequence, in " the order of popularity, which pretty well corresponds with 

the order of merit." A chronological index is given at the end, in order "to 
illustrate the development of the Poet's genius"; but no editor can accompJi,h 

this by simple reference to an early piece which does not appear in the printed 

text, as is the case with "The Ruined Farmer." Further, the division serves no 

ostensible purpose, and if the order of production had been observed through

out, the Poet's develogment could have been more directly and easily followed, 

and the special index referred to might have been dispensed with. Beside•, 

who can decide the order of popularity? Here, the order followed with the 

Poems is "Tam o' Shanter," " The Jolly Beggars," "Halloween,"" The 
Cottar's Saturday Night," "The Holy Fair,"" The Twa Dogs," •·The Brigs 

of Ayr," and "The Vision," while the "Address lo the Deil" stands 

thirteenth, " Holy Willie's Prayer" seventeenth, the " Epistle to a young 

friend" eighteenth, and the verses "To a mouse" and "To a mountain 

daisy" are twenty-fifth and twenty-seventh respectively. Further on, "The 

Twa Herds" appears, and after it are " To a haggis " and " To a louse." 

Whatever may be the poetical rank of "The Jolly Beggars," it is exceedingly 

doubtful if it is the second of the poems in respect of popnlarity, and the 

addendum to it of "Merry I hae been," as "The Caird's Second Song," is 

totally unwarranted. There is no convincing proof of its authenticity, and if 

Burns had no recollection of the " J oily Beggars" in 1793, it appears strange 

that he should have sent this alleged item of it to Johnson in 1790. With regard 

to the songs, the order is extremely arbitrary. " Mary Morrison " comes first, 
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" Of a' the airts" eleventh, " Auld Lang Syne" fifteenth, and " Scots wha 
hae" sixteenth. Who will venture to maintain that "Mary Monison" is 
either the most popular of the songs, or near the first in point of merit ? The 
most serious blunders, however, occur in the selection of the text It i; un
pardonable that Miss Williams's "Evan Banks" and Shenstone's " Here lies 
a rose" are catalogued as Burns's compositions by any editor in the present 
year of grace, and the same may be· said of Cunningham's forgery on p. 305, 
and "The First Kiss,'' which received its quietus long ago. The internal 
evidence of the piece entitled "On Pastoral Poetry" is quite sufficient to con
demn it in the eyes of any discriminating editor, while there is nr. que<;tion at 
all about the authenticity of the " Elegy " on p, 550. Burns himself settled 
the point by inscribing it in the Second Commonplace Book "as the work of 
another." Why the overwhelming evidence in favour of the "Stanzas on 
Naething" as an undoubted composition of Burns has been rejected, aud 
"Adam Armour's Prayer," never once mentioned, is a conundrum which l\fr 
Robertson alone can solve. If he intended to show his independence of all 
editorial authority by admitting "Verses written under Violent Grief,'' the 
least that can be said is that he has been signally unfortunate in the example 
selected. The conjoining of the fragment on " Libertie" with the "Ode for 
General Washington's Birthday" is an illu;tration of the empirical method of 
editing, which merits equal condemnation with the slipshod style exemplified 
in the printing of the two versions of" Ay Waukin' 0" pages apart, as if they 
were independent compositions and of equal value as regards purity of te~t 

Mr Robertson also endeavours to trace a number of the piece;, to what he 
thinks must have been t11e sources of BurnR's in;piration. For his glo<;sary 
it is claimed that "many slight and some absurd mhtakes which have gained 
currency have been corrected." Taking the latter first, a few of the render
ings do not greatly commend thems~lves to acceptance. " Graip," for 
instance, is said to be a " pronged instrument," but a trident is not a graip, 
nor yet is a leister. A graip is simply a fork, of which there are now two kinds, 
one for working amongst manure, and the other for lifting potatoes or similar 
work. "Bairntime" is explained, "all the children of one mother" ; it 
means progeny or offopring in a more general sense. " Dirl "is not " a thrilling 
blow," but is used as a verb to signify shake or vibrate. "Twa-fauld," 
translated two-fold, loses the greater part of its meaning. To " hirple twa
fauld" is to limp bent double. These are a few of the results of a currnry 
glance at Mr Robertson's glossary. 

Hi, notes are really the most valuable part of the volume, and show an 
intimate acquaintance with at least the books in Burn;'s limited library. 
Burns never disavowed a debt, nor tried to conceal his indebtedness to others, 
and especially to the earlier "makkars" of Scotland. He went even further, 
and, besides giving others their due, in some cases gave others the credit of 
work which was really his own His high opinion of Fergusson he proclaimed 
to the world, and again and again shows himself a student of Young, Milton, 
and She"5tone. Mr Robertson, however, thinks that 'his indebtedness to 
British poet> of his own century, notalilyto Young, Goldsmith, and Fergus<;on, 
is greater than is commonly suppo-;ed." fbch a ;tatement mu"t be received 
with its due limitations. Burns's mind was es;entially receptive, but, like all 
stron~ mind~, it had great power of assimilation, so that it is seldom safe to trace 
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what it took in to a specific external source. Then again, as Burns had no 
wide command of books, he was the more likely to receive clear impressions 
from those he actually possessed and read. \Ve are accordingly disposed to 
classify in three groups the instances of borrowing adduced by Mr Robertson
those in which the debt is specific and clear, those in which similarity rests 
rather upon parallelism than plagiarism, and those in which the Bard's 
borrowing is more fancied than real. Perfect assimilation of extraneous ideas 
and suggestions to the enrichment of the individual mind is one of the 
faculties of genius. When Burns wrote "There was ae winsome wench and 
walie," he closely followed Ramsay's line, " She was a winsome wench and 
wally." When he wrote "The night drave on wi' sangs and clatter," he may 
have had Dunbar in his mind:-

" They sportit thame, and makis mirry cheir with sangis !owd, baith 
Symone and the Freir, and on this wyiss the fang nicltt thay out draif," but 
the parallel, more especially as occurring in connection with a common theme, 
is hardly close enough to substantiate a charge of pilfering. When he wrote 
the vigorous and superbly pictorial lines :-

" The storm without might rair and rustle, 
Tam didna mind the storm a whistle," 

it is incredible that he was affected by Thomson's tame sketch in" Spring"

" Much he talks, 
And much he laughs, nor reeks the storm that blows 
\Vithout, and rattles on his humble roof." 

From one poem, therefore, may be exemplified the three orders of 
parallels. To the first belongs this from the "Cottar's Saturday Night"
" From scenes like these old Scotia's grandeur spring•," which is at once felt 
to echo Thomson in " Summer" -

" A simple scene ! yet hence 
Britannia sees her solid grandeur rise," 

and other instances are quoted in which Burns certainly seems indebted to 
other poets for chance expressions. When we come to the ideas that give 
Burns a distinctve place among poets, his debts are comparatively small, 
although Mr Robertson ascribes to Blair and Thomson much of the imagery 
and sentiment of" To Mary in Heaven," and to Young's "Night's Thoughts" 
(Night Sixth)-a good deal of the feeling of "A man's a man for a' that." 
"George Eliot" says of Young that "his secular man believed in cambric 
bands and silk stockings as characteristic attire for an ornament of religion 
and virtue." The same critic describes the ninth Night "as a com
pound of vulgar pomp, crawling adulation and hard selfishness, presented 
under the guise of piety." In such an one -and there is no doubt of the 
truth of the sketch-it is surprising to find a reputed inspirer of the war-song 
of democracy. Regarding "Auld Lang Syne," Mr Robertson is very careless 
in reference-" For the original version see F. Sempill's 'Auld Lang Syne ' 
The song " Old Long Syne" is probably the one he meant to indicate, but, 
for reasons given in a contribution which appeared in our last number, it is 
jllore probable that Mr Robert Ayton and not Francis Sempill is the author 
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Still, taking the notes in the mass, they are suggestive and il-structive, though, 

truth to tell, the plagiarism of Burns within recent years has been pushed 
almost to the point of the ridiculous. 

Of the text it is impossible to speak favourably. So.ne of the readings are 
unaccountable. In the "Elegy on the year, 1788," we read of the "birdie 
cocks," "The tither's something dour o' treading," which in both the Wallace 

and Henley editions reads, " the tither's dour, he\ nae sic breedin'." Further 
on in the same poem, Mr Robertson has the lines-

" Observe the very nowt an' sheep 
How dowf and daviely they creep." 

In the Centenary they are rendered-

" Observe the vera nowte an' sheep 
How dowff an' dowielie they creep ;" 

and for" dowielie" the alternative reading "dowie now" is given, and it is 
the one adopted by Dr Wallace. We are inclined to think the printers are 

at fault here. Mr Robertson, as we have said, has followed the htter editor in 
prefixing" Libertie-a vision," to the "Ode for Washington's Birthhday," but 
he ha> not imitated Dr Wallace's judicious caution in suppressing the ninth 
verse. This subject was fully thrashed out in the Chronicle for 1900. Burns 
wrote two poems, or rather two versions of one poem, and Mr Robertson gives 
both. but not under ;heir proper titles. The first was called " The Minstrel 
at Linclurlen," and was publi>hed in 1796 in J ohnson's " l\I useum." The 
second, called" A Vision," was published by Dr Currie in 1800. The t\\O 
poems renuined separate until brought together in 1886 upon a groundless 
as,umption by an American editor, whose lead was unhappily followed by Dr 

Wal;ace. Tlut to reopen the question here is out of place; we therefore 
refer our readers to last year\ Chronide for details. In the last stanza of the 
Ode we observe that Mr Robertson takes unwarrantable liberties with Burns's 
text. To take one or two other cases of error, in " Willie brewed a peck o' 
maut," we have here the inferior variation of "Rob and Allan cam' to see," 

instead of " pret:" which is vastly more significant and infinitely more 
appropriate. In the closing verse there is the absurd variation-not the less 
absurd in Li at it had Burns's own countenance-

" Wha first beside his chair shall fa'. 
He is the king amang us three." 

The ;,ense demands "Wha last beside his chair shall fa'," and it was thus the 
contest for "The Whi<;tle " was decided. In "Auld Lang Syne" the "pint
stoup" verse is placed last instead of second where it ought to be. Then 
"Landlady count th~ lawin' " is ascribed to Hurns without any explanation. 
As a matter of fact it ic, a thing of shreds and patches as Mr Robertson might 
see by referring to "Count the Lawin"" (p. 365), and Burns's song "Carl, 

an' the king come" which he does not give at all. Of " 0, guid ale comes " 
he gives the chorus as the first verse, and two other<; ; the last being >-ery 
co.use. Dr Wallace gives two ver;,e5 am.rngst "Old ;,ong<; improved by 
Burns," and leaves out the closing ver>e. Hi, only remark is that the two he 

gives are " based on an old indelicate song," ancl in Johnson the only note to 
. . i6 



the song is " corrected by R. Burns." But in dealing with the old songs 
collected, amended, or re· written by Burns, Mr Robertson is apparently guided 
by nothing more accurate than the rule-of-thumb. It is unnecessary to go 
further. The book is nicely got up, and we are sorry to speak of it disparag
ingly, but we are evidently some distance yet from getting a reliable one 
volume edition of Burns of the class aimed at by this volume, which might 
indeed have been dismissed in one or two sentences. We have, however, 
preferred to show that to edit Burns is really a specialist's work, not oPe to be 
undertaken by even the greatest of writers upon the general groun<ls of literary 
power, wide reading, and personal appreciation of the Bard. 

BURNS'S COTTAGE : THE STORY OF THE BIRTHPLACE OF ROBERT BURNS. 

By James M'Bain. Glasgow: David Bryce & Son. 

MR M'BAIN's main object in writing this book was to discredit, and 
finally dispose of, the ever-recurring erroneous .assertions that the Cottage at 
Alloway is not the actual birthplace of Burns. How that absurd assertion 
ever got foothold is not easily explained, but it very probably arose from the 
impression conveyed by some of the earlier engravings that it occupied a 
different position in relation to the high road than the present one, the expla
nation of which was said to be that the "clay biggin' " was one of the 
demolished cottages on the other side of the highway. This left out of the 
reckoning any deviation of the old road, though it was a universally acknow
ledged fact that such a deviation had actually taken place. How this may 
have affected the drawings of the Cottage we need not stay to inquire, as it 
would serve no useful purpose. Mr M'Bain settles the question by different 
methods and on the most indubitable evidence. That evidence he ranges 
under tbe heads-lst, The Cottage under William Burnes ; 2nd, under the 
Shoemakers' Incorporation ; and 3rd, under the Monument Trustees, and 
forms it link by link into a chain that admits of no question that the house 
erected by William Burnes with his own hands is identical with the "Burns 
Head Inn" of " Miller Goudie," and the "Burns Cottage" of more recent 
years. Mr M'Bain has not accomplished this without the most careful and 
minute research amongst the archives of the Incorporati:m and other docu
ments, both public and private, likely to throw light on the vicissitudes of the 
Cottage after the Poet's father left it, and the long period it remained the 
property of the Shoemakers' Incorporation of Ayr. The masterly manner in 
which the author has accomplished his task can best be appreciated by a study 
of the volume, which we strongly recommend to every Burnsite worthy of the 
name. Our space forbids extracts. At the same time we confess that the 
selecting of such is a difficult task, so close are the connecting links of the 
text all through. We note that Mr M'Bain is in doubt as to the personnel or 
the early members of the Ayr Burns Club, the first meeting of which took 
place in the summer of 18or. The whole subject was treated of exhaustively 
in Vols. II. and III. of the Chronicle (1893-1894), under the heading of" The 
Hamilton Paul Manuscripts," to which we refer the curious for further infor
mation, as well as to the Ayr edition of the Poet, published in 1819. We 
need only add that the book is got up in the Messrs Bryce's usual artistic 
style, and may be had in different bindings at very moderate fi~ure5, 
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BURNS AND BLACK JOAN. By Tom Wilson. Dumfries: Robt. G. Mann. 
Sanquhar : J. M. Laing. 

THIS is a well-printed and neatly-got-up little volume, containing a full 
and accurate account of Burns's connection with the Burgh of Sanquhar-the 
"Crichton Peel" of the Election Ballads. Though the Poet makes few 
direct references to Sanquhar, it is well known that he had many intimate 
friends within its bounds. M'Murdo lived in the vicinity, and with Provosts 
Whigham, and Johnston of Clackleith, John Rigg, and others, he often 
hobnobbed in the course of his official duties and when journeying between 
Dumfries and Ayrshire. Mr Wilson focusses in bright narrative style all that is 
known concerning these worthies, and has also contrived to incorporate not a 
little that is absolutely new. Amongst the fresh material is the following 
letter from Burns to Provost \Vhigham, copied from the original, which is 
undated:-" Memorandum for Provost E. W.-To get from John French his 
sets of the following Scots airs :-(1) 'The auld yowe jumpt ower the tether,' 
(2) 'Nine nichts awa' ; welcome hame, my dearie,' (3) 'A' the nichts o' the 
year the chapman drinks nae water.' " Mr Whigham will either of himself, 
or through that worthy veteran of original wit and social iniquity, Clackleith, 
procure these, and it will be extremely obliging to R. B." 

From a page of an excise book, in the possession of Mr Lennox, 
Dumfries, we find that Burns left "Thornhill at five o'clock in the morning, 
rode to Enterkinfoot, where one call was made, thence to Slunkford, where 
was another call, then on to Sanquhar, where twenty entries of calls are made, 
finishing up at Whitehill with two calls, and getting into Sanquhar for the 
night at seven o'clock-in all seventeen miles' riding and fourteen hours' work, 
a good day's work, indeed." From another passage we learn that "In 
Sanquhar and Kirkconnel there are several persons who are proud of their 
relationship to Robert Burns. Dr Kay, Sanquhar, is related by m.irriage to 
Burns's wife, Jean Armour, his uncle, William Lees, of Mauchline, having 
been married to Janet Armour, the sister of Mrs Burns. John Graham, High 
Street, Sanquhar, is a great-great-grand nephew of Jean Armour; and Mrs 
Kirkland, wife of Mr Kirkland, schoolmaster, Kirkconnel, is ' Bonnie Jean's' 
great-grand niece." 

Mr Wilson's excellent little volume costs only sixpence, and is worth a 
great deal more. He deserves much credit, indeed, for his disinterested 
labours in the Burnsiana field. It is right to add that the book contains a 
full dozen of fine illustrations. 

IIISTORY OF THE BUCHANITE DELUSION: 1783-1846. By John Cameron. 
Dumfries : R. G. Mann, Courier &: Herald Offices. Kilmarnock: 
Dunlop & Drennan. Castle-Douglas: Adam Rae. 

THE author of this work had at least courage when he undertook it. IIis 
subject has no conceivable importance. That the delusion of about fifty 
uneducated fanatics is of general interest is equally out of the question. In 
the next place, although Mr Cameron has gleaned diligently, he has really 
very little that is new to tell about the Buchanites. That in their brief 
career they happened, through one of their members named Jean Gardner, to 
touch the orbit of Robert Burns, may bring them within reach of the firier 
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sort of Burns enthusiasm, but it is little upon which to rest a book 
like Mr Cameron's. That part of the subject is treated of in a separate paper 
in the present Chronicle-" The Two Jeans." But chiefly contributing to 
the hazard of the author's enterprise as a literary venture, is the fact that 
nearly sixty years ago, Joseph Train, F.S.A., published his "Buchanites from 
first to last." In that work all is told of the Buchanites that the reading 
public probably cares to know. It is too late by at least half-a-century to 
recall serious attention to Luckie Buchan and her crazy follower>. In a paper 
contributed to the last issue of the Chronicle, Mr R. W. Macfadzean says that 
in Train's work their story" is told with admirable and unvarnished simplicity." 
It is at any rate told well enough for the subject. Mr Cameron, however, 
thinks differently. His complaint is that Train's book lacks orderly arrange
ment. It contains, he says, the materials for a history, " but they need to be 
selected an 1 arranged, and in many cases cleared up." Train is, nevertheless, 
Mr Cameron's "authority for all statements not otherwise accounted for." 
He might have scored a point by giving some sort of a connected account of 
the creed of the sect, but even with his knowledge of " The Divine 
Dictionary,'' he possibly felt it too misty and elusive to l'e systematised. 
There is, in any event, a very good sketch of their belief and usages in Burns's 
letter of 3rd August, r784, to his Montrose cousin. This relative of the Poet, 
Mr James Burnes5, is here referred to in one passage as his uncle William, and 
in another as his uncle James. In other matters touching Burns Mr Cameron 
is equally careles<. The author has, however, very agreeably vivified his 
narrative by giving a route map of the Ruchanite migrations, and, amongst 
other illustrations, an excellent plan of Old Irvine. The latter show> Jean 
Gardner's house, Burns's heckling shop, and sundry places with more direct 
Buchanile ass0ciations. Memoranda furnished the author by Mr Dickie, 
Town-clerk of Irvine, specify a few of the more interesting localities, and give 
information of Jean Gardner's family. An original glimpse of Luckie Buchan's 
corpse is supplied by one Robert Clark, a Crocketford joiner. One good 
stroke for truth l\Ir Cameron makes in his exposure of Allan Cunningham, 
whom, after convicting of untrustworthiness and invention, he dismisses 
with the remark that "anything can be pardoned the poet and novelisl." 
Taking the book as a whole, it can be best appreciated by those who read it 
as a comedy freely diluted with farce. These elements culminate in the most 
original passage in the book, the author's picture of a potential Andrew Innes. 
The original Innes was a half-witted creature with a tendency to the 
sensuality of animalism, and a dash of the faithfulness some dogs possess. 
After apotheosis this is how he may be viewed :-

" Had a nobler cause engaged his young and unripe faculties, their native 
vigour and restless activity would have made him one of the greatest men of 
his time. Andrew Innes was a hero in humble life-the hero, it is true, of a 
cause as bad as it was discredited and hopeless ; but he has earned our 
re,pect. Had his faith been better, and had it drifted him into the full current 
of life, instead of into the still back-water of a lonely Galloway village, who 
kn JW> but his panegyric might have been written a generation ago by the 
most gifted pens that ever adorned the English language." 

In writing in this vein the author probably meant well, but his readers 
are likely to part with the last of the Bucha.nites under a feeling that Mr 
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Cameron has located Innes's memory much nearer the ridiculous than the 
sublime. 

SONG-LAND, AND SOME SCOTTISH S!NliERS WE MEET THERE. By James 
Walsh, author of Tke Early Years of Burns, Some Burns Ckaracteristics, 
Glasgow: W. and N. Holmes; Stirling: Eneas Mackay. 

As was only to be expected from an enthusiast and poet like Mr Walsh, 
the handsome little volume before us teems with passages of glowing eloquence 
in praise of the Auld Scots Sangs, and the sweet singers who composed them. 
Substantially, the lecture (fur the contents of the hook took that form in the 
first place, and was delivered to the Rosebery Burns Club in March, 1904) is 
a reply, and a te'ling one, to the speech of Dr Mathieson, at the 1904 Anni· 
versary Meeting of an Edinburgh Burns Club, in the course of which that 
gentleman asserted that Scotland possessed little or no ancient Song Lore. 
Beginning with the Asloan volume in the Auchinleck Library (1515), Mr 
Walsh proceeds to rebut that statement by an excellent vidimus of the history 
of the Sccttish lyric down to Ballantyne, Cameron, Macneill, Rodger, Gilfillan, 
an·l the host of minor Scots singers who occasionally rival Burns and Tanna· 
hill in short flights of the lyrical Muse. The book shows careful research on 
the part of Mr Walsh, and most sympathetic appreciation of the examples 
selected. It is worthy of a prominent place in every Burns library. 

OUR HAPLESS QUEEN AND OTHER POEM'i. By John Drake. Glasgow: 
Maclehos~ & Coy., Ltd. 

Tms i<; a bulky volume of poems extending to something like 460 pp. uct., the 
variety of the subjects treated of being certain to recommend it to all sorts and 
conditions of readers. The composition which gives its title to the volume 
embalms the memory of Mary, Queen of Scots, and gives an account of her 
trials and misfortunes in over roo pp. of most graphic and vigorous verse. 
Thf praises of Wallace are also similarly sung at greater length, some of the 
passage<; approaching closely the " lofty rhyme " of the epic. Amongst the 
shorter pieces are three to the memory of Burns which do infinite credit to 
the head and heart of the author, as the following extract will show :-

Immortal bard, this natal night, 
We meet to keep thy memory bright 

By love's effulgent flame. 
We meet in honour of thy birth, 
Thy power, thy eloquence, and worth, 

And thy immortal name. 

'Twas thee who roused in patriot "train" 
A fire that slumbered in our veins, 

And fanned it into flame ; 
Gave to the world its sweetest song, 
In praise of right and scorn of wrong : 

Shower honours on his name ! 

Mr Drake is head and shoulders above the host ot aspirants for poetical fame 
to which these latter days have given birth, and we heartily congratulate him 
on his second v,enture in print. The book is beautifully printed and tastefully 
bound. 



NOTES AND QUERIES 

BURNSIANA. 

What offers for the 5 Vol. Edition of Thomson's Scottish Airs (1815-1818), 
foll music score with engravings all complete signed on title pages by George 
Thomson ?-Apply Editor of Chronicle. 

FOR SALE.-Copy ol London Edition, extra tall, and in fine condition; 
wants portrait; old calf.-Apply Editor of Chronicle. 

A BURNS GENEALOGICAL CHART. 

In th~ Spliere (London) of 2nd April, 1904, a claim to be a great-grand
daughter of Ro! iert Burns was made on behalf of a Mrs Susan Eleanor Andrews, 
resident in Nevada City, California. The article was widely commented upon, 
and attention drawn to its glaring inaccuracy. The genealogical chart here 
printed was prepared at that time by the writer, with assistance in the matter 
of some dates from "'1rs Burns Thomas, and printed in the Gta.~gow News of 

24th :\lay, 1904. The Editor of that paper has kindly permitted its reproduc
tion her~, where it will be more easy of reference. 

It is believed that the chart shows all the legitimate descendants of the 
Poet, through his eldest son ; and is more complete than anything of the kind 

previously done. Even Mr M'Naught's notes on "Burns's Direct Descend
ants" (H.C., No. 4, 1895) are largely supplemented, and one of his dates is 
corrected. In support of that correction, viz., the date 1809, instead of 1808, 
as the year in which Robert Burns secundus married Anne Sherwood, the 
following extract is submitted :-

MARRIAGE SOLEMNISED IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARYLEBONE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 

Page 705 The Year 1S09. No. 2u5. Robert Burns of this Parish, 
Bachelor, and Ann Sherwood, of the same Parish, Spinster, were Married in 
this Church by Banns, this Twenty-fourth Day of March in the Year One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Nine, By me Benjm. Lawrence, Curate. 

{
Robert Burns 

This Marriage was sulemnized between us Anne Sherwood. 

{
Thos. Bird. 

In the presence of William Robin~on. 

I Certify the above to be a true Copy of an Entry in the Register of 

Marriages in the Parish Church of St. Marylebcne, made this 27th day of April, 

1904. 
As Witness my hand, 

(Signed) A. JOHN CLAXTON, 

The Custodian of the Register. 
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CHART. 

ROBERT BURNS-JEAN ARMOUR 
(Had nine children, of whom 

the eldest was Robert.) 

I 
ROBERT BURNS II.-ANNE SHllRWOOD 
(R.B., born 3rd September, 1786; died 
l4th May, 1857. -A.S., born 1772; 
died l6th July, 1835.-Married at 
London, 24th March, 1809.-Both are 
buried in Mausoleum, Dumfrie'i.) 

I 

I 
ELIZA BURNS-BARTHOLOMEW JONES EVERITT. 

(E.B., born in London, 16th May, 1812; died 
uth December, 1878. - B. T. E., assi'itant
surgeon, Hon. East India Company'sservice, 
died 2oth April, 1840.--Married 27th Septem
ber, 1836.) 

I 
ROBERT BURNS EVERITT. l\IARTHA BUR:<IS EVERITT. 

(Born at Prince of Wale<; Island, 
24th August, I 837 ; died on voy
age from India to England, and 
huried at sea, August, 1839.) 

(Born 13th October, 1839; married 
1889, to Matthew Thomas, of 
Martinstown, County Wexford. 
Mr and Mrs Burns Thomas still 
live there ; they have no child
ren.) 

[J. C. E.] 

ORIGINAL ANECDOTE OF BURNS. 
COMMUNICATED BY JOSEPH TRAIN, l<.'iQ. 

THERE are now few persons in the land of the living who were personally 
acquainted with our national bard, Robert Burns, and none, perhaps, who 
remember su many anecdotes of him as Mr John King, of Newabbey, in the 
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. Mr King is a native of Beith, in Ayrshire, and, 
though in the eightieth year of his age, is still active and possesses a most 
retentive memory. IIe was a highly respected and popular teacher of music 
in Dumfriesshire and Galloway for more than half a century, and though his 
voice is now much failed he occasionally favours some of his old pupi~s with a 
concert, al which he sings himself, assisted by one of his family. 

In the year 1790 Mr King had a school in Sanquhar, and during his 
residence there he lodged in the principal inn of that town, which Burn" was 
also accustomed to fre4uent as he passed that way on his journey between 
Ellisland and Mauchline It was here, it may be recollected, that he wrote 
the od' commencing, "Dweller in yon dungeon dark." The inn at Sanquhar 
was at that time kept by a Mr Wightman, who took the first opportunity 
which occurred to introduce the professor of music to the Bard. This interview 
took place a few days after the celebrateq contest for the whistle at :i<'riars' 
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Carse, and the Poet, by permission of Mr Fergusson of Craigdarroch, the 

conqueror on that occasion, had in his possession for the purpose of exhibiting 

to his friends at Mauchline the little ebony whistle and its accompaniments, 

a highly mounted Scandinavian drinking horn of large dimensions. On 

shewing these curious relics tu Mr King. the Eard remarked that the whistle 

had, according to traditio•1, been partly renewed since it was won from the 

gigantic Dane at the court of James VI. by Sir Robert Lawrie of Maxwelton, 

but the horn had not undergone any repair since that time. 

On the evening of this interview another contest for the whistle, nearly 

as obstinate as that at Friars' Car.;e. took place in the inn at Sanquhar 

between the Poet and several respectable people of the town, before whom 

Mr King had an opportunity of displaying his musical talents, greatly to the 

satisfaction of all present, and highly to the delight of Burns, who ever 

afterwards took a sincere interest in his welfare. 

King's musical talents ranking above mediocrity, and his manners being 

agreeable, he was appointed, through the interest of Burns, teacher of music, 

in the extensive Seminary of Wallace Hall, in the neighbourhood of Thorn· 

hill. During the intervals of his engagements there he exercised his profes

sional abilities in the surrounding country ; and, to render his teaching more 

attrac~ive, his friend Burns frequently supplied him with new songs of his own 

composition, to be sung chiefly on public nights. Shortly after the Poet had 

removed to Dumfries, King opened a school there on the recommendation of 

his friend, who gave him the ballad of" The Whistle," to be sung for the first 

time in public at his concerts. It was agreed between them that a Mr 

Sparks, one of Sutherland's party of com~dians, then performing in Dumfrie<;, 

should write a programme of the concert, to be printed in a hand-bill. 

Sparks accordingly prepared the advertisement, but, on referring to the new 

song of" The Whistle," he paid, as Mr King thought, so many fulsome com

pliments to the author that he assured him the B.ml wu'.lld most certainly be 

offended. " Pshaw !" replied Sparks, "are you so ignorant of mankind as 

not to know that flattery is the weak side of every man, and that with po~ls in 

particular, he " who peppers the highest is surest to please." The young 

teacher, however, had such a stronJ mi;,giving as to his pat1o:i bein;:- so 

susceptible of fl.ittery as the cumeaian h<td repre<;ented all hi<; class to he, that 

he carried to him, in breathles<; haste, the first proof of the bm, wet from the 

press. On reading it over, Burns demanded, in a so.newhat angry tone, 

''Did Sparks write this?"' "He did," was the reply; "here is the manu

script also, which I have br,)u5ht to sati<;fy you that it i<; all of his dui,1g, for I 

wa<; certain you would b~ angry at his saying so much to your praise." "Yott 

might have given yourself very little trouble abo'.lt that," rejoined the 13.irJ, in 

a milder voice, "I told you Sparks was a good judge of poetry. This notice 

is pretty well, but short ; I thought it would have been longer and a little 

more complimentary." This simple circunntanc-', added my aged inf0rmant, 

laid O?en to my view a se~rct spring of the human mind, of which I had at 

that time no conception, a'.l.d showed me more of hum<tn character than I 

co'.1ltl afterwards glean from a wider range of observation. 

[We differ, with reluctance, from the theory of the venerable singing-

111a<;ter, because it has been left uncontroverted by the re>pected and sa~acious 
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correspondent of Sir Walter Scott ; but we conceive that the preceding 
anecdote furnishes but slender seriou<; materials for what Allan Cunningham, 
in l private letter to a friend, calls " measuring accurately the immense length 
and breadth of the character of our great national Bard." We are inclined to 
think that, like Lord Byron, Burns may have had a delight in mystifying his less 
powerful-minded associates, and that on this occasion he may have felt a 
malicious pleasure in astonishing and bewildering his d~eply reverential and 
admiring tuneful friend by assuming dispositions which he did not possess in 
the degree of strength indicated by his professions or conduct. It is probable 
that his first impression was disgust at the fulsome eulogium of the comedian, 
hut when the musician seemed to divine the origin of his wrath, and stated his 
preconceived conviction that the Bard would be offended, he then changed his 
tone for the waggish purpose of exciting a stare in the man of music at the 
capacity of his stomach for praise. This theory appears to account, as well as 
any other, for the sudden change of his manner and temper.]-Eo., A. W. 

[WM. HUME, Lugar.] 

MAUCHLINE.-A REMINISCENCE OF THE POETBURNs.-Miss Helen 
Tod, second daughter of the late Rev. Mr Tod, for forty years parish minister 
of Mauchline, has left Mauchline and gone to reside with a sister in County 
Wicklow. A number of well-wishers in Mauchline in a few days will pre'>ent 
Miss Tod with an address and two paintings. The paintings are the work of 
Mr Thomas M'Call, Mauchline. One of them gives the view from the 
Welton Road of the Manse, where Miss Tod was born, and shows part of the 
village. The other is a view of the Castle, where her grandfather, Gavin 
Hamilton, lived, and where the poet Burns was married, giving a front view 
of Brownlee House, where Mrs Tod and the family lived after the minister's 
death, and showing the Church in which her father was for forty years 
minister. Miss Helen and Mrs Reid, who are now both well advanced in 
years, are the only survivors of the Tod family, and also the only surviving 
connections of Gavin Hamilton, the friend and patron of Burns.-Glasgow 
Herald, 29th June, 1889. 

[W. INNES ADDISON.] 

THE POET BURNS AND GAVIN IIAMILTON.-In r~gard to a paragraph 
which appeared in the Herald regarding the presentation to Miss Helen Tod, 
we are informed that she and her sister, Mrs Patrick Reid, are not "the only 
surviving connections" of Burns's friend, Gavin Hamilton. Miss Hamilton 
and her sister, Mrs Adair, wife of Lieut. -Col. Adair, daughter of the late Dr 
Hamilton of Beechgrove, Mauchline, and at present residing in France, are 
first cousins of Miss Tod, and related in the same degree as she is to Gavin 
Hamilton. Lieut. -Col. Adair is directly descended from the Dr Adair who 
travelled with the poet in the Vale of Devon ; and at Harvieston Dr Adair 
met his future wife, Miss Hamilton, the subject of Burns's song, " The Fairest 
Maid on Devon Banks.-Glasgow Herald, rst July, 1889. 

[W. INNES ADDISON.] 

17 
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COPY OF LETTER 
FROM JAMES MONTGOMJ;:Rm, POET, TO ALLAN CUNNINGHAM, OF DA1E 

JULY 28TH, 1828 ("Burns Chronicle," vol. iv. (1895), p. 131). 

ROBERT BURNS. 

IN the year 1821 a pair of silver candlesticks, snuffers, and tray were presented 
to the widow of Robert Burns by a few Scots resident in Sheffield, with the 
following inscription engraved on one of the articles :-

" He pass'd through life's tempestuous night, 
A brilliant, trembling, northern light : 
Through years to come, he shines from far, 
A fix'd, unsetting polar Star." J.M. 

I am going from home for several weeks : you need not therefore 
send proofs. 

SHEFFIELD, fuly 28, I828. 
MR CUNNINGHAM, 

Dear Sir,-The foregoing small pieces are the best contributions that 
I can send to your intended Annual. I have unfortunateiy mislaid your letter, 
and cannot recollect particularly what you said concerning the kind of 
articles which you wanted, and I am so poor at present as to have no variety, 
otherwise I would have sent something more in the popular or the fashionable 
style, tho.16h little exercised and less skilful in either. Your letters are, 
indeed, unfortunate. Mr Ritchie (so I understood his name), from Edinburgh, 
called upon me a few evenings ago, with your compliments, but he had left 
the written form of them on the road. He found me in such a state of trouble, 
from peculiar circumstances, that in the agitation of my mind I could scarcely 
speak to him, and was obliged to confess that it was not in my power to show 
him that civility which I otherwise would gladly have done. When he ¥{as 
gone I felt that I must have appeared to have behaved rudely to him, and 
most probai:Jly I did, though I intended nothing less. However, if I did thus 
give offence to a stranger who wished to show me respect, and to whom 
I owed some measure even of kindness on that account, my disordered nerves, 
when he was gone, inflicted a punishment upon me which would appease n1ore 
vindictive feelings than I can imagine he entertained. It was very late in the 
evening when he callecl. Pray make my peace with him.-I am, truly, your 
friend, J. MONTGOMERY. 

P.S.-I have forgotten your address, and even Mr Chantrey's, but I hope 
this will find you by the light of his name. 

P.S.-Pray reject or accept these or any of them without personal regard 
to the author. 

ADDRESS. 

Mr ALLAN CUNNINGHAM, 
At J. L. Chantrey's, Esq., 

Sculptor, 
(Near Pimlico) LONDON. 

July 28th. 
[D. SNEDDON.] 
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RELICS OF BURNS. 

THERE are few private collections of Burns relics in Dumfries or out of it 
that can equal the Poet's Museum-there is no other word for it-which Mr 
John Thomson has gradually got together at the "Hole i' the Wa"' Inn, 
High Street, Dumfries, and he has just added several very interesting and 
costly articles a<;sociate<l with the memory of the National Bard. There is, 
first, Burns's sword-stick, which Mr Thomson paid a pretty sweet figure for. 
This stick was presented, as described in the warranty, by the poet to his 
intimate friend, John Richmond, with whom he had shared an attic in the 
Lawnmarket of Edinburgh. It was exhibited at the Gla>gow Exhibition of 
1888, as also at the Burns Centenary Exhibition in 1896, and at the Glasgow 
Exhibition in l90I. The stic\ is a responsible-looking article covered with 
leather, which, being spirally wound round the wood, gives it a quaint appear
ance. It has a long, heavy shod, and a bra<;s ferrule at the junction of hilt 
and scabbard. The blade, which is the full length of the sheath, is of the old
style bayonet pattern, three-cornered and triple grooved, and tapering to a 
point, a dangerous enough article for thrusting with. 

Another relic is an Excise return for Maxwelltown, signed and examined 
by Robert Burns while acting as supervisor. It i> doubtful whether any 
similar document to this one is to be found. On the one side it is " backed" 
with the description-" Excise, 88th year, 1794-95-Dumfries and District 
Collection-Bridgend Division, 4th round voucher, including 24th November 
and 4th June, 1795, signed by John Mitchell, collector; Robert Burns, acting 
supervisor; and Will. Fenn, officer." The document proper on the other 
side shows the quantity of ale brewed, with the names of the traders in Max
welltown, who, it is interesting to note, were ;-Eliza Smith, Thomas Short
ridge, George M'Kune, Mary Clark, John Marshall, James Gray, Eliza M. 
Kerr, and Andrew Ogilvie. 

A very interesting little item is a part of the Masons' apron of Burns, the 
cherished property of his Mother Lodge, Tarbolton. For the preservation of 
the apron it was framed a few years ago, and the edges were trimmed to make 
it look as well as possible, and a piece <;o cut off was presented to a brother 
Mason, who handed it to Mr Thomson.--Dumfn"es Oouri'er and H1ra!d, 

A FAMOUS BURNS PORTRAIT. 

IT may be interesting to note (remarks the St. /ames's Gazette) that Sir 
Theodore Martin, who possesses Skirving's celebrated crayon portrait of 
Robert Burns-unquestionably the best likeness, showing the peasant as well 
as the poet-makes no secret of his intention to bequeath it to the National 
Portrait Gallery. Above all he is determined that it shall not became the 
prey of American relic-hunters and cross the Atlantic, where so many 
mementoes of the Poet have already gone. For this famous portrait Sir 
Theodore cherishes an almost reverential affection, and he never makes any 
considef'l.ble journey without taking it, securely packed, among his personal 
belongings.-Aberdeen Evening Express. 
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BURNS'S FAMILY BIBLE. 

THE sale on Saturday, December IOth, in the Messrs Sotheby's Rooms, 
London, of the Family Bible of Burns, for the sum of £1560, provides a 
record in regard to Burns books and manuscripts. Hitherto the highest price 
brought by any of these is the £1000 paid by the Trustees of the Burns 
Cottage at Alloway for the copy of the Kilmarnock edition of the poems 
owned by Mr Veitch, of Paisley. The £1560 of Saturday may therefore be 
taken as an evidence that the value of rare Burns books and manuscripts-since 
the Family Bible is in a sense a Burns manuscript, and a manuscript of the most 
intimate and interesting character-is still increasing. In this connection it is 
interesting to turn to the record of prices which Burns MSS. and books have 
made at auction. The market value of a copy of the Kilmarnock edition i~ 

proverbial, and is classified in the category of a First Folio Shakespeare, a 
Mazarin Bible, and a " Pilgrim's Progress." The auction record stands not 
far from the £1000 stage. In June last the MSS. of "The Cottar's Saturday 
Night" brought in £500, while a year ago five volumes of the "Scottish 
Musical Museum" were contended for by Mr W. Brown, Edinburgh, up to 
£610, but Mr Quaritch acquired them. As we go to press we learn that 
llurns's Bible has been acquired by the Trustees of the Monument at Alloway 
from Mr Quaritch. 

CREECH MEMORIAL. 

THE monument in the historic churchyard of Newbattle to William Creech is 
now almost obliterated, and some memorial is deserved by the man who did 
most of all to give our great national poet a good start in life. Creech's 
father was minister of Newbattle, and died in the year of the battle of 
Prestonpans. His son-born in the manse and educated in Dalkeith along 
with the Earl of Glencairn, under the famous Barclay-after many struggles, 
ber.ame the greatest of Edinburgh publishers, and, when all others failed, 
took Burns by the hand and published his songs and poems for 
him. Burns frankly acknowledged him as his best friend in Edin
burgh, and often refers to him in poems, songs, and letters. An 
effort is now being made to testore the monument to father and 
son in Newbattle Churchyard, and also to place a Brass in the church 
where the father of Burns's patron ministered from 1739 until 1745, to com
memorate one who assisted in helping on the ploughman-bard of Scotland. 

The inscription-all that remains of it-on the fragment of the Rev. 
William Creech's monument is:-" '.\1. S. D. Gulielmi Creech ecclesia! apud 
Newbattle fidelissimi--pietate, prudentia, ma-hominem or-" 

Above this fragment, built into the south wall, is an ornament and an 
open Bible on which is clearly inscribed the text Job xix. 25. 

What remains of the inscription to the father probably means-- " To the 
Rev. Wm. Creech, the most faithful minister of New battle, a man of piety, 
prudence, and worth." 

The son-Burns's publisher-is buried in Old 
0

Greyfriars' Churchyard in 
Edinburgh, and a gorgeous monument erected by the city in honout of one 
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who was one of its greatest ornaments and provosts can still be traced, though, 
like all the monuments in that historic graveyard, rapidly rotting to decay. 
The memorial to father and son in Newbattle has been too long delayed, and 
its erection now will remove a long-standing reproach. 

Subscriptions are being quietly received from Creech's relatives, other 
people interested, and from Burns Clubs, &c .. and it is hoped the Brass will 
be erected by Burns's birthday. A public opportunity will then be given to 
all to contribute a mite to clear any balance that may then remain.-Dalkeith 
Advertiser, Jan., 1903. 

A R E L A T I V E 0 F B U R N S. 

UNPUBLISHED VERSES OF THE POET. 

IT should be of interest to the citizens of Aberdeen to know that they have 
among them a relative of Burns in the person of Mrs Low, Western Road, 
Woodside. The interesting lady is in her 74th year, and is a grandchild of 
a cousin of the poet's n?other-Agnes Broun or Br,>wn. Her own name is 
Agnes, and it is remarkable that, while she bears the name of the Poet's 
mother, she wears in her features a very striking resemblance to the Poet 
himself, and also to his youngest sister, Isobel, both of whom took strongly 
after their mother in character. Mrs Low's mother (Betty Walker) went as a 
girl of nine to live at Dumfries with the Burns family, and had many lively re
collections of the Poet. The illness of her sister called her back to her home 
in Stonehaven for a time, but she returned to Dumfries to live with the widow 
of Burns. It is rather remarkable that in her and her mother, Mary Brown 
or Walker, we have links connecting Burns with Kincardineshire on his 
mother\ side. The links on his father's side are well known. 

After Betty returned from her service with the Poet's widow, she was a 
member of the choir of Auchinblae Parish Church. She got into service with 
an Aberdeen family-that of Mr Garden, advocate, Belmont Street. The 
family used to spend their summer holidays at \Vest Braco Park, Fraset
burgh, and there BP-tty met with a sweetheart, Alexander Watt, shoemaker, 
to whom she was married at Stonehaven in 1819 by Rev. Mr Thomson, 
Fetteresso. She then went to live at Rosehearty, and there Agnes Watt (Mrs 
Low) was born. After the death of her husband, at her daughter's solicita
tion she came to live in Aberdeen, and occupied a house m Skene Street, near 
the foot of Summer Street, which was demolished when Rosemount Viaduct 
was constructed. There she lived till she died. Ilad any Burns lover known 
of her, he would have got great entertainment from her talk about the Poet, 
and probably would have heard of incidents in his life and stories about him 
now irrecoverable. 

One of the curiosities in the Poet's house was an hour-glass which he 
brought from Edinburgh. Betty was su fond of handling it and watching 
the fluent sand rush through the glass that Burns gave it to her. She kept 
it carefully, and now Mrs Low retains it as an heirloom. Iler children knew 
it as Burns's spy glass, and used to be put to bed with it as an eye-charmer. 



134 

Another relic which Mrs Low has preserved is a lace cap sown by Isobel 

Burns. This was quite accidentally got the other day by Mrs Low carefully 

stowed away in an old teapot. She had pleaded with her mother for the use 

of the cap in the christening of her own bairns, but her request wa~ treated as 

a profanity. The cap shows very dainty hand sewing. Th~re were other keep

sakes, but after her mother's death Mn, Low disposed of them, deeming them of 

no value or interest to anyone. There were letters from the Poet to her mother 

and others, a Bible presented by Mrs Burns to her mother when she was married, 

and a volume of Burns's poems, also presented to her mother by Mrs Burns. 

The Bible was sold at a removal time among a lot of other spare books ; the 

letters were burnt ; and the volume of poems sent, according to her mother's 

instructions, to a younger sister in Australia. 

The most valuable memorials of the Poet that came by her in a traditional 

way are two fragments which have hitherto escaped the gatherers of Burns 

matter. The finding of these by oral tradition through one of the third 

generation from Burns is a fortunate thing 

Mrs Low's story regarding the following fragment is this:-" On the 

death of her mother's sister, Agnes Walker or Shirras, Burns wrote a letter 

of condolence to Betty. In the letter were two pressed violets--one of purple, 

the other of golden hue. The letter, as usual with the letter 3 of Burns to 

Betty, wound up with a verselet. On this occasion the lines were these :-

" Go, little flower ; go, bid thy name impart 
Each hope, each wish, each beating of my heart : 
Go, soothe her sorrows, bid all anguish cease, 
Go, be the bearer of thyself-heart's ease." 

In another letter, wherein was 5ome story about a ring which Mrs Low has 

forgotten, there were these lines :-

" She asked why wedding 1ing5 are made of gold; 
I ventured thus to instruct her ; 
Why, madam, love and lightning are the same, 
On earth they glance, from heaven they came, 
Love is the soul's electric flame, 
And gold its best conductor." 

-Aberdeen Weekly fourna!. 

[We give the discoveries for what they are worth.-En.] 

RELICS OF ROBERT BURNS. 

SOME interesting relics of Robert Burns have recently changed ownership 

in Aberdeen. They include two old chairs, a sand-glass, a flint, Jean 

Armour's tea-caddy, Isobel Burns's Bible, and a china teapot. 
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The chairs are part of a second-hand set of four which were purcha&ed by 
Burns about 1784, when he wa<; in the farm of Mossgiel, in the pari'>h of 
Mauchline. They were also at Ellisland and Dumfrie<;. They are of hard 
wood, with hand-carved back<;, and although bearing unmistakable signs of 
age, are both in an excellent state of preservation. 

The sand-glass was bought by the Poet in Edinburgh and given by him 
to a relative who lived for a considerable time with Burm's family in Dumfries. 
In presenting the sand-glass, Burns said-" Keep this, Betty, as a remem
brance of me ; it will come handy for boiling the egg> when ye get a man." 
From its somewhat rude workmanship, the <;and-glass appears to have been 
hand-made. 

The flint is the identical piece of stone with which Burns ignited his 
match-paper when lighting his pipe. In his time, and for long after, a "flint 
and fleerish " took the place of matches. 

The tea-caddy, which belonged to Jean Armour, has a double interest 
attaching to it from the fact that it was bought by the Poet and presented to 
"Bonnie Jean," who, several years after the Poet's death gave it as a marriage 
present to a near relative. It is of antique design, with some hand-painted 
ornamentation in front. 

The Bible, which belonged to Isobel Burns, the poet's sister, is well 
bound and quite complete, bearing that it was " Printed in Cambridge in 
1769." 

'The old china teapot is beautifully ornamented with raised blue flowers 
of the shamrock, rose, and thistle. From this teapot Burns received his tea 
when he visited his relatives in Stonehaven during his northern tour in 1787_ 

The undoubted genuineness of these relic<; of Robert Burns adds much to 
their value from an antiquarian point of view. They are now in the possession 
of Dr Farquhar, 152 Great \Vestern Roacl.-Aberdeen /Jaily Journal, lJth 
January, 1904. 

(ROBERT ANDERSON.] 

TAM O' SHANTER'S BARBER.-It may be interesting to many to 
learn that a person is alive and resident in Carrick who was for several years 
a servant of the veritable Tam o' Shanter, and shaved him weekly. The 
person referred to is a female ; and she holds a promissory note under 
" Tam's " hand for £7 6s, the balance of wages due to her when she left his 
service. She give& "Tam" a good character--Ayr Advertiser. 

MARRIED. 

Bl'RNS-NIVEN.-At the Shean, Paisley, on the l5th inst., by the 
Rev. A. Fyfe Burns, minister of St. George's Parish, Paisley, Thomas Burns, 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., En., son of A. J. Burns, Esq., Mount Oliphant, 
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Dunedin, New Zealand, and great-grand-nephew of the poet Burns, to 

Elizabeth Josephine M'Laren, elder daughter of the late Dr Malcolm M'Laren, 

Johnstone, and widow of the Rev. F. C. Niven, minister of the North Parish, 

Paisley.-At home, The Shean, on Thursday, after 8th August.-Glasgow 

Herald, l7th July, 1889. 
[W. INNES ADDISON.] 

THOMAS EVERITT.-At Carne Church, County Wexford, on the 

7th inst., by the Rev. C. Foley, Matthew Thomas, of Martinstown, Killinick, 

County Wexford, elder son of the late William Thomas of Cold Blow, County 

Wexford, to Martha Burns (Patty), only daughter of the late Bartholomew 

Jones Everett, assistant surgeon on the Madras Establishment, H.E.l.C.S., 

and great-grand-daughter (lineal descendant) of the poet Burns.-Glas?OW 

Herald, 21st May, 1889. 
[W. INNES ADDISON.] 



MOTTO-" A MANS A MAN FOR A' THAT." 

The Burns Federation, 
INSTITUTED 1885. 

Hon. !'resident-The Right Hon. The EARL OF ROSEBERY, K.G., K.T. 

OFFICE-BEARERS. 
President-Hon. Sheriff MACKAY, J.P., Kilmarnock. 
Vire-Presidmts-Sir }AMES S!VEWRIGHT, K.C.M.G. 

WM. WALLACJt, LL.D., 36 Lilybank Gardens, Glasgow. 
Dr WM FINDLAY, 19 Westercraigs, Dennistoun. 
DAVID MURRAY, M.A., B.Sc., Grammar School. Kilmarnock. 
fAMES M'CULLOCH, 27 Rose Street, Garnethill, Glasgow. J. B. MORISON, Burns Club, 36 Nicholson Street, Greenock. 
ROBF.RT FORD, 142 lngleby Drive, Dennistoun. 
J. THOMSON FINDLAY, Findlayson House, Kilbowie Road, Clydebank. 
THOMAS BROWN, Maryfield, Lowwaters, Hamilton. 
J. S. JAMIESON, 344 Dumbarton Road, Partick. 
HUGH ALEXANDER, J.P., Eastfield House, Rutherglen. 
J. JEFFREY HUNTER, 139 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 
A. M'CALLUM, Thornliebank. 
T. B. MORRIS, Town Clerk, Stirling. 

Hon. Secretary-Captain D. SNEDDON, J.P., Kilmarnock. 
Assistant Secretary-THOS. AMOS, M.A., Kilmarnock. 
Hon. Treasurer-JosEPH BROCKIE, J.P., Royal Bank, Kilmarnock. 
Editor," Burns Ckronicle"-D. M'NAUGHT, J.1"., Ber.rig, Kilmaurs. 
Audztors-GEOIGE DUNLOP, J.P., Kilmarnock. 

DAVID MURRAY, M.A., B.Sc., Kilmarnock. 

CONSTITUTION. 
I. The Federation shall consist of an Hon. President, Executive Council, 

and the affiliated members of each Club. 
II. The Executive Council shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, 

Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Editor of Annual Burns Gltronicle, 
and two Auditors-all of whom shall be elected annually and be eligible 
for re-election-also of the President, Vice-President, and Secretary of 
each affiliated Club, and other gentlemen of eminence as Burnsites 
nominated by the Executive. 

III. All Past Presidents of the Federation shall ex officio be members of the 
Executive Council. 

OBJECTS OF THE FEDERATION. 
I. To strengthen and consolidate the bond offellowship existing amongst the 

members of Burns Clubs an<l kindred societies by universal affiliation. 
2. To superintend the publication of works relating to Burns. 
3. To acquire a fund for the purchase and preservation of Holograph Manu

scripts and other Relics connected with the Life and Works of the Poet, 
and for other purposes of a like nature, as the Executive Council may 
determine. 

RULES. 
I. The Headquarters of the Federation shall he at Kilmarnock, the town in 

which the Federation was inaugurated and carried to a practical issue, 
and which centains the only properly organised Burns Library and 
Museum in the United Kingdom, 
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2. Properly organised Burns Clubs, St. Andrew's Societies, and kindred 
Associations may be admitted to the Ei'ederation by application in writing 
to the Hon. Secretary, enclosing copy of Constitution and Rules. 

3. The Registration Fee is 21s, on receipt of which the Diploma of the 
Federation shall be is3ued, after bemg numbered and signed by the 
President and Hon. Secretary. 

4. Members of every Burn~ Club or Kindred Association registered by the 
Federation shall be entitled to receive a pocket Diploma on payment of 
Is. (These payments are final-not annual.) 

5. The Funds of the Federation shall be vested in the Executive Council for 
the purposes before-mentioned. 

6. A meeting of the Exec•1tive Council shall be held annually during the 
Summer or Autumn months at such place as may be agreed upon by the 
Office· Bearers, when reports on the year's transactions shall be submitted 
hy the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer, and Office-bearers elected for 
the ensuing year. 

7. A meeting of the Office-bearers shall take place some time before the 
Annual Meeting of the Executive Council to make the necessary arrange· 
ments for the same. 

8. That each Federated Club shall subscribe 10s 6d per annum towards the 
fund for the publication of the Burns Okronicle. 

9. Notice of any amendment or alteration of the C0nstitution or Rules of the 
Federation, to be considered at the Annual Meeting, must be sent in 
writing to the Hon, Secretary not later than the 31st March. 

BENEFITS. 

1. Registered Clubs are supplied free with copies of newspapers containing 
accounts of meetings, demonstrations, &c., organised, conducted, or 
attended by the Executive Council of the Federation, and of the Annual 
Meeting of the Kilmarnock Burns Club. 

2. Exchange of fraternal greetings on the anniversary of the Poet's natal day. 
3. Members of Registered Clubs who have provided themselves with pocket 

diplomas, are entitled to attend meetings of all Clubs on the Roll of the 
Federatiou, they being subject to the rules of the Club visited, but having 
no voice in its management unless admitted a member according to 
local form. 

4. Members are entitled to be supplied. through the Secretaries of their 
respective Clubs, with copies of all works published by the Federation, at 
a discount of 33Ji per cent. 

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE FEDERATION. 

BURNS's llOLOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS in the Kilmarnock Monument Museum, 
with Notes 1889 IS 6d 

BURNS'S CHRONICLE AND CLUB DTRECTO!tY, 1892 IS od 
1893 IS 6d 
1894 IS 6d 
1895 IS 6d 
1896 IS 6d 

" 
1897 IS 6d 
1898 IS 6d 

" " 
1899 IS 6d 

" 
1900 IS 6d 

,, (out of print) 1901 Is 6d 
1902 IS 6d 
1903 IS 6d 

" 
1904 IS 6d 

,, 1905 IS 6d 

A few copies of the back vols. may still be had on application to the Hon. 
Secretary. Increased prices are charged when the vo)s. are out of print. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE 

BURNS FEDERATION. 

GOLDEN LION HOTEL, 

STIRLING, 3rd September, I904. 

THE Annual Meeting of the Executive Council of the Burns Federation 

was held here to-day at 1I.15 a. m. The following Delegates from Federated 

Clubs were present:-

No. o, Kilmarnock.-Ex-Provost M'Kay, J.P. (presiding); Capt. D. 

Sneddon, J.P.; D. M'Naught, J.P. ; T. Amos, M.A. ; D. Murray, M.A., 

B.Sc., and A. Mackay. 

No. 9, Glasgow Royalty.-James M'Culloch and James Hamilton. 

No. 14, Dundee.-C. Wood and H. Ross. 

No. 21, Greenock.-A. Kerr Bruce, Hugh Ritchie, Murdo Galbraith, 

James Buchanan, Alex. Ramsay, W. B. Foster, T. P. M'Callum, and W. B. 

Ingram. 
No. 36, Glasgow Rosebery.-A. Pollock, George Armour, P. Smith, and 

Wm. Allan. 

No. 37, Dollar.-James Begg. 

No. 50, Stirling.-Councillor Ridley Sandeman, Mr Craig, and Alex. 

Love. 
No. 57, Thornliebank.-A. M'Callum, M. Jamieson, and Wm. Jamieson. 

No. 59, Gourock Jolly Beggars.-James Adam. 

No. 66, Crossgates.-Messrs Dall and Ness. 

No. 67, Glasgow Carlton.-James Ballantine and John Anderson. 

No. 68, Glasgow Sandyford.-Ex-Bailie Mayberry, J.P., and D. C. 

Wardrop. 
No. 83, Glasgow Co-operative-J. Jeffrey Hunter. 

No. 89, Sunderland.-W. II. Turner. 

No. IOO, Hamilton Mossgiel.--T. Brown. 

No. w5, Rutherglen Cronies.-A. C. Alston and R. M'Luckie. 

No. 113, Vale of Leven Glencairn.-A. Campbell and John M'Pherson. 

No. 115, Kippen and District.-Thomas Syme, Sam. Thomson, and 

Alex. David•on. 
No. 116, Greenloaning-Messrs Sands and T. Stewart. 

No. 119, Bonhill-Thomas Comock. 
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No. 124, Edinburgh Ninety.-Adam M. Mackay. 
No. 126, Falkirk-R. H. Lochhead and H. B. Watson. 
No. 128, Cowdenheath Glencairn.-Thos. Ferguson. 
No. 132, Riccarton Kirkstyle.-Wm. Lumsden, John Alexander, and 

Thos. Brown. 
No. 134, Duntocher Ileron.-J. M. Somerville. 
No. 136, Ha"lilton Royal Oak. -James Shepherd and Andrew Orr. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Bailie M. Robertson, No. o; 
Dr Wm. Findlay, No. o, Kilmarnock; James Webster; J. Thomson Findlay, 
V.P., Clydebank; Mr M'Killican, No. l, London; Duncan Carswell, No. 2, 
Alexandria; J. Hunter Hamilton, No. 35, Dairy; D. B. Morris, V.P., 
No. 50. Stirling; R.H. Swindlehurst, No. 95, Bolton; Wm. Wilson, No. 121, 
Hamilton; and Fred. Johnston, No. 126, Falkirk. 

The Minutes of last General Meeting, and of the Committee Meetings 
held during the year, were read and approved of. 

Mr David Murray, M.A., B.Sc., expressed the great loss which the 
Federation had sustained by the death of Mr William Freeland. In the 
course of an eloquent and generous tribute to his memory, Mr Murray said 
that all who were interested in Scottish literature thoroughly believed that the 
dream of that able old poet and journalist would in years to come be realised 
in a way which would do honour, not only to the Burns Federation, Lut to 
the whole of their beloved country. In concluding his remarks, Mr Murray 
thought that they should put on record their deep regret at the loss of such a 
man as Mr Freeland, and he begged to formally move accordingly. 

The motion was unanimoui;ly approved, and it was agreed that an excerpt 
be sent lo the deceased gentleman's family. 

Capt. Sneddon, in the absence of Mr Brockie, read the Treasurer's state· 
ment. During the past year seven new club9 had joined the Federation, and 
85 federated members had been enrolled. Two clubs had subscribed one 
guinea, and forty-four had sent half-a-guinea to the Ckronic!e publishing fund. 
The total income for the year amounted to £51 6s 4d, and the total expendi
ture to £29 16s 3d. The funds on hand now amount to £180 3s 2d, showing 
an increase of £21 ros ld during the past year. 

The statement was unanimously adopted. 

The Chairman urged that the halt-guinea subscription should be continued, 
and this was cordially agreed to by the Meeting. 

Mr M'Naught, Editor of lhe Burns Ckronic!e, reported that the whole 
issue had again been sold out. The sum voted by the Council had been 
productive of excellent results, and he had now articles offered to him instead 
of having to beg for them from his friends. He said that the Club Directory 
was still faulty owing to Secretaries neglecting to forward lists of officials at 
the proper time. 

In the course of a criticism on the contents of the Burns Ckronzi:!e, Mr 
Kerr Bruce, Greenock, said that he thought the publication would appeal 
more to P.urns Clubs if more information were given about what Burns Clubs 
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were doing all over the world. He suggested that the space devoted to 
"Club Notes" should be extended and their scope widened. 

Mr Pollock, Glasgow Rosebery Club, repudiated the idea that the errors 
in the Directory were owing to Club Secretarit>s. Although the Secretary 
of his Club had sent a syllabus in good time, the names of the previous year's 
office-bearers had appeared for this year. 

Mr Turner, Sunderland, said that they were delighted with the Chronicle 
across the Border. The Secretary of the Sunderland Club had annually sent 
notes of their year's work, and these had always been printed. 

Mr Ballantine, Glasgow, suggested that a representative should be chosen 
for each of the large town&, whose duty it would be to keep the Editor 
up-to-date in Club matters. 

The ~iscussion was also taken part in by Messrs Wardrop, Jeffrey Hunter, 
and M'Callum, each of whom sympathised with the compiler of the Directory 
in his difficulty to get information from Club Secretaries. 

In reply, Captain Sneddon said he was delighted to see such life in the 
Federation. Every year circulars were addressed to secretaries of each 
federated club asking for a list of their office-bearers and other information of 
interest regarding the club, and they would be surprised to learn how few 
replies were 'ent in. Club secretaries should not try to cover their laziness by 
sending a syllabus instead of filling up the printed circular. The errors or 
omissions in the Directory were owing solely to the indifference of club 
secretaries. They could not strike off the roll clubs which had not sent lists 
for years, as some suggested. The clubs were numbered consecutively, and 
once on the roll they remained there for ever. 

In conclusion, the Secretary strongly urged the delegates to see that the 
meeting for the election of office-bearers was held in time for the list of new 
office-bearers for the ensuing year being published early in December. 

The Chairman said that personally he would not like to see the Chronicle 
become a mutual admiration magazine for the recording of anniversary 
speeches at Burns Club meetings. The literary matter was the only thing 
that could keep the Chronicle alive. He hoped that its present high character 
would be maintained. 

In the course of an address on the progress of the Federation, Capt. 
Sneddon said that the office-bearers were much gratified with the support 
given to the Chronicle Fund. If every Club sent in a subscription he hoped 
the Federation might be able to supply a number of copies, say ro or 12, free 
of charge to each Club. He considered Hallowe'en a good time to hold a 
club's annual business meeting. In regard to the Burns Lectureship, he said 
that many were driving that subject on too fast, and he had the same report to 
make this year as last regarding help from the Carnegie Trust. These gentle
men said that the matter was not pressing, and at present they had their hands 
full. They, however, said that the scheme seemed to be one which might 
possibly come within the four corners of the Trust. What he would now 
advise was to get their own Clubs to say what they were prepared to subscribe 
to the scheme. He proposed that the Federation should give £100 as a 
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send-off. Bridgeton and Kilmarnock Clubs have already promised large sums. 

Another and stronger circular calling for help in this matter should be sent to 

Club secretaries. 

The Chairtnan thought that when they learneci what the Clubs were 

prepared to do they would be in a better position to appeal to the general 

public. This course was unanimously approved. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 

Mr A. M'Callum moved the re-election of the President, Vice-Presidents, 

and other office-bearers. Mr Pollock seconded the motion. 

On the motion of Mr Pollock, Glasgow Rosebery Club, the following 

resolution was cordially agreed to:-" The Federation earnestly recommends 

all Clubs to organise annually children's competitions in singing and reciting 

the works of Burns and other Scottish Poets as the Lest means of preserving 

and encouraging the knowledge and study of the Scots Doric and Literature." 

Ex-Bailie Mayberry, J.P., proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 

Chairman, and a >imilar compliment was paid to Capt. Sneddon, Mr 

M'Naught, and Mr Amos for their services to the Federation. 

The place and time for next year's Meeting was left in the hands of the 

Office-bearers of the Federation. 

LUNCHEON AND DRIVR 

After the Business Meeting, the delegates, joined by a numb.er of their 

lady friends, lunched in the large hall of the Golden Lion Hotel. Ex-Provost 

Mackay again presided. After an excellent repast, the loyal toasts, " Burns 

Federation" and "Stirling Burns Club," were proposed and enthusiastically 

honoured. 

The company then drove to the Borestone on the Field of Bannockburn, 

and, led by Mr M'Naught, sang with great fervour "Scots wha hae" and 

" God save the King." 

Driving back to Stirling, a visit was next paid to the Wallace Monument. 

As the day was beautifully clear, the magnificent panorama to be seen from 

the monument was viewed at its best, and everyone was delighted with the 

v1s1t. Through the kindness of some of the members of the Stirling Burns 

Club and their lady friends, the company was entertained to lea before leaving 

the monument. 

For the excellence of the arrangements throughout the day, the greatest 

credit is due to Councillor Ridley Sandeman, secretary of the Stirling Club, 

and Mr Craig, vice-president of the Club, who assisted him in the work. 

THOMAS AMOS, Hon. Assist. Secretary. 



Alphabetical List of Federated Clubs. 

No. 40.-Aberdeen. 
84.-Abington. 
23.-Adelaide. 
20. -Airdrie. 

2. -Alexandria. 
6.-Alloa. 

82. -Arbroath. 
123.-Auchinleck. 
19.-Auckland. 
99.-Barlinnie. 
12.-Barrow-in-Fmness. 
64.--Beith. 
15. -Belfast. 
30. -Blackburn. 

125.-Blackburn on Almond. 
95.-Bolton. 
29.-Bolton Juniors. 

II 9. -Bon hill. 
76. -Brech in. 

1 20. - Bristol. 
II4.-Brodick. 
106. -Broxburn-Rosebery. 

4.-Callander. 
I 10.-Cambuslang. 
87. --Cam psi e. 
71.~Carlisle. 

102.-Carlisle-Border. 
81.-Carstairs Junction. 
I 1.-Chesterfield. 
51.-Chicago. 

138.-Cleland. 
93.-Clydebank. 

103.-Coalburn-Rosebery 
79.- Corstorphine. 

127.-Cowdenbeath-IIaggis. 
128.-Cowdenbeath-Glencairn. 
42. -Crieff. 
66. -Crossgates. 
45.-Cumnock. 
86.-Cumnock-The Winsome 
62.-Cupar. [Willie. 
3.s.-Dalry. 

l 22. - Darnconner. 
55.-Derby. 
37.-Dollar. 
10. -Dumbarton. 
52. -Dumfries-Mechanics. 

l 04. - Dumfries-Oak. 
l 12. - Dumfries-Howff. 

14. - l )undee. 
69.-Dunedin. 

No. 80. -Dunoon (Cowal). 
85.-Dunfermline (United). 

134· - Duntocher-" Heron." 
5.-Earlston. 

108.-East Calder. 
22.-Edinburgh. 

II !.-Edinburgh (South). 
124.-Edinburgh (Ninety). 
126.-Falkirk. 
44.-Forfar. 
90. -Garelochhead. 
3.-Glasgow-Tam o' Shanter. 
7.- Thistle. 
9.- Royalty. 

24.- Bank. 
27.- Springburn. 
33- - Haggis. 
34.- Carrick. 
36.- Rosebery. 
38. - J oily Beggars. 
39.- St. David's. 
41. - Dennistoun. 
43.- Northern. 
47.- St. Rollox. 
49.- - Bridgeton. 
61.- Glcncairn. 
63.- Mos~giel. 
67.- Carlton. 
68.- Sandyford. 
70.- St. Rollox Jolly 

74.-
78.-
83.-
88.-

107.-
109.
II7.
II8.-
139·- " 
l 29. -Gorbals. 

Beggars. 
Mauchline Soc. 
Ardgowan. 
Co-operative. 
Caledonian. 
Hutchesontown. 
Caledonia. 
Southern. 
Albany. 
National. 

59. -Gourock-J oily Beggars. 
53. -Govan-Fairfield. 

II6. -Greenloaning. 
21. -Greenock. 

100.-Hamilton-Mossgie!. 
121.-Hamilton Junior. 
136.-Hamilton- Royal Oak. 
137.-Ipswich. 
96.-Jedburgh. 
92.-Kilbowie. 



No. o. - Kilmarnock. 
97. -Kilmarnock-Bellfield. 

l 15.-Kippen. 
58.-Kirkcaldy. 
75.-Kim. 
98.-Lanark. 
73.-Lenzie. 
18.-Liverpool. 
r.-London. 

28.-Mauchline -- The Jolly 
Beggars. 

8.-Morpeth (dorm'tnt). 
ror. -Motherwell. 
59.-Muirkirk-Lapraik. 
65.-Musselburgh. 
32.-Newark. 

133.-Newarthill. 
131. -Nottingham. 
17.-Nottingham (dormant). 
48.-Paisley. 
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No. 77.-Paisley-Gleniffer. 
72. --Partick. 

135.-Partick-Westem. 
26.-Perth. 
54.-Perth-St. Johnstone. 

I 32. - Riccarton-Kirkstyle. 
130.-Row. 
105.-Rutherglen. 
3 r. - San Francisco. 
9 I. -Shettleston. 
I 3. ·-St. Andrews. 
50. Stirling. 
89. -Sunderland. 
16.-Sydney. 
57. - Thomliebank. 
94.-Uphall. 

l 13. -Vale of Leven (Glencairn). 
46. -Warwick~hire. 
25. -Winnipeg. 
60. -Wolverhampton. 



DIRECTORY 
OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

UN THE 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1905. 

No. o.-KILMARNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1808. Federated 1885. 
Place and date of meeting, George Hotel, 25th January, 
at 8 p.m. President, Capt. David Yuille, De Walden 
Terrace; Vice-President, James Middleton, Braehead House; 
Secretary, Thomas Amos, M.A., Sunnyside, Glebe Road; 
Committee, Ex-Provost Mackay, J.P., Capt. Sneddon, J.P., D. 
M'Naught, J.P., J. Brockie, J.P., D. Murray, M.A., B.Sc., 
J. J. Cameron, M.A., John Kerr, B.L., G. A. Innes, F.E.LS., 
Geo. Dunlop, J.P., J. B. Wilson, J.P., Wm. M'Menan, B.A., 
R. D. Tannahill, F.S.I., Bailie M. Robertson, J.P., W. 
Heron, and R. Wylie. 

No. 1.-LONOON Robert Burns Club. Instituted 1868. Federated 1885. 
Place and date of meeting, various. President, Alex. M'Killican, 
15 Christchurch Avenue, Brondesbury; Vice-President, C. J. 
Wilkinson-Pimbury, 6o Marmora Road, Honor Oak, S.E. ; 
Secretary, W. C. Daniels Woodstock, 141 Osbaldeston Road, 
Stoke, Newington, N.; Committee, R. Gunn Mackay, R. W. 
Murray, II. D. Colvill Scott, F. W. Warren, A. Stephen, T. F. 
Myers, Arthur R. Molison, John Page, James Fowler, E. J. 
Milner Allen. Harold Clunn, and J. M'Call. 

No. 2.-ALEXANDRIA Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 1885. 
Place and date of meeting, Village School, first Friday of each 
month, at 7.30. President, Matthew Campbell, 29 Susannah 
Street, Alexandria; Vice-President, Peter Conachie, 53 George 
Street, Bonhill ; Secretary, Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane Terrace, 
Alexandria; Treasurer, Donald Campbell, u6 Bank Street, 
Alexandria; Committee, John M'Gown, Thos. Browning, Duncan 
Murphy, Alex. M'Farlane, Walter Calder, and Archd. Woder· 
spoon. 25 members. 

No. 3.-TAM O' SHANTER Burns Club. Instituted 1880. Federated 
1885. Place and date of meeting, Trades House Restaunnt, 
Glassford Street, monthly during winter months. President, 
Andrew Crawford, 118 Main Street, Rutherglen; Vice-Pre~ident, 
Jeffrey Hunter, 109 Bath Street, Glasgow; Secretary, John Car
michael, 158 St. George's Road, Glasgow; Committee, J. K. 

19 
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Watson, Wm. Kelly, Robert Milne, Jas. Ritchie, J. W. Cooper, 
Peter Mathieson, D. Threshie, A. A. Jackson, and T. P. Thomson, 
ex-President. Special feature of the Club, the encouragement cf 
Scottish Literature and Music. 

No. 4.-CALLANDER Burns Club. Instituted, 1877. Federated 1885. 
Secretary, James S. Anderson, Callander. 

No. 5.-ERCILDOUNE Burns Club. Instituted lst October, 1885. 
Federated 26th November, 1885. Place of meeting, Red Lion 
Hotel, Earlston. President, G. Miles, Iligh Street, Earlston ; 
Vice-Presidents, M. Milne, Earlston, and J. T. Burden, Earlston; 
Secretary, A. M. Black, Market Place, Earlston. 

No. 6.-ALLOA Burns Club (formerly Alloa Haggis Club). Instituted 
1873. Federated 1896. Secretary, R. Tait Melville, 44 Mill 
Street, Alloa. 

No. 7.-GLASGOW Thistle Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Federated 1885. 
Treasurer, Andrew Kerr, 24 Thistle Street, Glasgow, S.S. 40 
members 

No. 8.-MORPETH and District Burns Club (dormant) Last Secretary, 
John Dobson, Oldgate Street, Morpeth. 

No. 9.-GLASGOW Royalty Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Federated 
1886. Place and date of meeting, Bank Restaurant, 6th October, 
1904 (annual meeting). Acting Honorary President, James 
M'Culloch, St. Rollox Chemical Works, Glasgow; President, 
John M'Guffie, 143 Argyle Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, 
James Martin, 133 Albert Street, Townhead; Secretary, W. 
Campbell Rodger, 44 Bath Street; Committee, James M'Nicoll, 
W. D. Goudif', D. Douglas, J. Hamilton, W. Hamilton, and R. 
Finlay. Membership, 170. 

No. ro.-DUMBARTON Burns Cl11b. Instituted 1859. Federated 1886. 
Place and date of meeting, Elephant Hotel, Dumbarton, 25th 
January, 1905, at 7.30 p.m. President, Major Cockburn, Bruce 
Cottage, Dumbarton ; Vice-President, A. M. Kennedy, Clyde 
View, Dumbarton; Secretary, Quarter-Master M•Gilchrist, 
Gasworks House, Dumbarton; Committee, Dr M'Lachlan, Bailie 
Kirk, Major Thomson, Provost MacFarlan, Major M'Farlane, 
Dr Little, Wm. Baird, and James Wilson. Festival, 25th Jan. 

No. lr.-CHESTERFIELD Burns Society. Federated 1886. Secretary, 
George Edward Drennan, 77 Salter Gate, Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 

No. 12.-BARROW-IN-FURNESS Burns Club. Federated 1806. Secre
tary, Alexander M'Naught, 4 Ramsden Square, Barrow-in· Furness. 

No. 13.-ST. ANDREWS Burns Club Instituted 1869. Federated 1886. 
President, Norman Boase, Hepburn Gardens, St. Andrews; 
Vice-President, John L. Low, Royal and Ancient Golf Club, St. 
Andrews; Secretary and Treasurer, W. G. M. Brown, I 16 South 
Street, St. Andrews ; Committee of Management, Provost 
Murray, Bailie Todd, Walter Mitchell, M. B Wilson, Thomas 
Goodwillie, and David Hunter. 140 members, 
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No. 14.-DUNDEE Burns Club. Instituted 186o. Federated 1886, 
Place and time of meeting, 36 Nethergate, 1st Wednesday of each 
month, at 8.30 p.m. President, Charles Wood, 36 Nethergate, 
Dundee ; Vice-President, Thomas Bennett, 36 Nethergate, 
Dundee; Secretary, James Binny, 36 Nethergate, Dundee; Trea
surer and Librarian, E. Dobson; Curator, John A. Purvis. 60 
members. 

No. 15. BELFAST Burn~ Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. Secre
tary, Barclay M'Conky, Belfast. 

No. 16.-SrDNEY Burns Club. Instituted 1880. Federated 1886. Secre
tary, W. Telfer, School of Arts, Pitt Street, Sydney, N. S. W. 

No. 17.-NOTTINGHAM Scottish Society (dormant). Federated 1886. 

No. 18.-LIVERPOOL Burns Club. Instituted 1877. Federated 1886. 
Secretary, James M'William, 8 Normandy Street, Liverpool. 

No. 19.-AUCKLAND Burns Club and Literary Society. Instituted 1884. 
Federated 1886. Secretary, John Horn, Wellington Street, 
Auckland, N. Z. 

No. 20.-AIRDRIE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 1886. Place 
and date of meeting, Royal Hotel, Airdrie; Jan. 25th at 6.45 
p.m. President, John B. Allan, Ruthven Bank, Airdrie; Vice
President, John Watson, 8 Bank Street, Airdrie; Secretary, R. C. 
Platt, 72 South Bridge Street, Airdrie; Treasurer, D. Johaston, 
Ilallcraig Street, Airdrie. 

No. 21.-GREENOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1802. Federated 1886. 
Date and place of meeting, Club Rooms, Nicholson Street ; 
monthly meetings during winter; Club Rooms always open. 
President, James Nicoll, accountant, 2 Bank Street; Vice· 
Presidents, Jas. Hutchison, shipbuilder, Port-Glasgow, and Jas. 
B. Morison, 55 Forsyth Street, Glasgow ; Secretaries, A. Kerr 
Bruce, 47 Brougham Street, Greenock, and H. N. Whitelaw, 
Port-Glasgow; Treasurer, Hugh Ritchie, Municipal Buildings; 
Directors, W. B. Ingram, A. T. Anderson, Jas. Buchanan, \Vm. 
Wilson, Wm. Campbell; Director of Music, John Currie. Special 
features of the Club, strangers are always welcome to attend Club 
meetings ; the Greenock Club is the oldest Club in the world. 

No. 22.-EDINBURGII Burns Club. Instituted 1848. Federated 1886. 
Secretary, George T. Clunie, C.A., 2 St. Andrew Square, Edin
burgh. 

No. 23.-ADELAIDE South Australian Caledonian Society. Instituted 
1881. Federated 1886. Secretary, H. G. M'Kittrick, .Society's 
Office, 70 Grenfield Street, Adelaide, S.A. 

No. 24.-GLASGOW BANK Burns Club. Instituted 1844. Federated 
1886. Secretary, John Gentle, II6 Gallowgate, Glasgow. 

No. 25 -WINNIPEG St. Andrew's Society. Federated 1886. Secretary, 
David Philip, Government Buildings, Winnipeg, Man. 
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No 26.-PERTH Burns Club. Instituted 1873. Federated 1886. Secre
tary, Jamei, Harper, 68 St, John Street, Perth. 

No. 27. -SPRINGBl'RN Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 25th 
June, 1886. Place of meeting, T. D. Wilson's Rooms, 771 
Springburn Road. President, Mr Robert Gibson, 400 Parliamen
tary Road, Glasgow ; Vice-President, G. Stirling, 41 Dudley 
Drive, Hyndland, Glasgow; Secretary, Thomas Forsyth, 36 
Elmvale Street, Springburn. Committee, Messrs C, Henderson, 
T. D. Wilson, R. Gray, G. Sloss, W. T. Muir, D. Deuchars, J. 
Bryce, R. Bales, and J. Flint. 40 members. 

No. 28.-THE JOLLY BEGGARS Burns Club, Mauchline. 

No 29 -BOLTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted 1881. Federated 1886. 
Secretary, Harry Geqrge, 32 Halstead Street, The Harregh, 
Bolton. 

No. 30.-BLACKBVRN Burns Club. Instituted July, 1886. Federated 
July 9th, 1886. Place ot meeting, Victoria Hotel. President, 
William Ferguson, Ainsworth Street, Blackburn. Vice-President, 
John SmiJ:h, Union Street, Blackburn. Secretary, Robert 
Ferguson, Solicitor, Blackburn. The Club is kept up for the 
annual gathering each January. 

No. 31. -SAN FRANCISCO Scottish Thistle Club. Instituted 1882. 
Federated 1886. Recorder, George W. Paterson, 801 Guerrero 
Street, San Francisco. 

No. 32.-NEWARK Caledonian Club. Federated 1886. Secretary, John 
Hogg, Caledonian Club, Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

No. 33.-GLASGOW Haggis Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. 
Place and date of meetmg, "M'Culloch's," 109 Argyle Street ; 
last Friday of February, March, April, September, October, 
November, and December, at 8 o'clock. President, Bailie David 
Willox, 48 Burgher Street, Parkhead; Vice-President, James 
Stewart, 152 Argyle Street, Glasgow; Secretary, Joseph Martin, 
solicitor, 163 West George Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, Thomas 
Macfarlane, 90 Stirling Road, Glasgow. Special feature of club, 
"Social." 

No. 34.-GLASGOW Carrick Burns Club. Instituted 1859. Federated 
1887. Place and date of meeting, 62 Glassford Street, Glasgow; 
last Tuesday of each month at 7.30. President, Duncan Norval, 
Reside Cottage, New Cathcart; Vice-President, Matthew 
Ferguson, 412 Parliamentary Road, Glasgow; Secretary, C. C. 
Thomson, 99 Grant Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, Robert Norval, 
8 Park Drive, South, Whiteinch. 30 members. Special features 
of the Club, Study of Burns and Kindred Literature. 

No. 35.-DALRY Burns Club. Instituted 1826. Federated 1887. Place 
and date of meetinl!, Turf Inn, Courthill, Dairy; evening of 
Friday nearest the Birthday. President, Patrick Comrie, factor, 
Waterside, Dairy; Vice-President will be elected at next meeting; 
Corresponding Secretary, John Hunter Hamilton, writer, Dairy; 
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Recording Secretary, David Johnstone, M.A., Tintagel, Dairy; 
Treasurer, Patrick Comrie. The Club has met annually since 
1826 in the 5ame place, and the minutes are complete for the 
whole period. 

No. 36.-GLASGOW Rosebery Burns Club. Inotituted 1885. Federated 
1887. Place and time of meeting, Alexandra Hotel, Bath Street, 
on Tuesdays, at 8 o'clock-Meetings as per Syllabus. President, 
Alex. Pollock, 52 West Nile Street; Vice-President, James 
Murray, 30 Bell~rove Street; Secretary, Charles F. M'Pherson, 
3 Holmhead Crescent, Cathcart; Treasurer, Wm. C. Graham, 
8 Sandringham Terrace, Battlefield; Executive Committee, James 
Angus. James A. Biggs, Wm. Allan, George Armour, James 
Webster, and Peter Smith. A series of Lectures on Scottish 
Literature and History during the winter months Competitions 
(senior and junior) for the encouragement of the study of Scots 
Songs, especially those of Burns. 

No. 37. -DOLLAR Burns Club. ln5tituted 1887. Federared 1887. Sec
retary, John Murray, Cairnpark Street, Dollar. 

No. 38.-GLASGOW "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Instituted 1887. 
Federated 1888. Secretary, James Gillespie, jun., 80 Gloucester 
Street, Glasgow. 

No. 39.-GLASGOW "St David's" Burns Club. 
rated 1889. Secretary, Alex. Porteous, 
bungo, Glasgow. 

Instituted 1887. Fede-
5 March Street, Strath-

No. 40.-A8~RDEEN Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1889. 
President, James M'Intosh, 50 Mushit Hall, Aberdeen. 

No. 41 -DENNISTOUN Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Federated 1889. 
Secretary, John B. M 'Intosh, 300 Duke Street, Glasgow. 

No. 42.-CRIEFF Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated 1891, Secre
tary, William Pickard, Meadow Place, Crieff. 

No. 43.-GLASGOW Nort1'ern Burns Club. Federated l89r. Secretary, 
James Weir 216 New City Road, Glasgow. 

No. 44.-FORFAR Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 1891. Secre
tary, Henry Rae, 14 Montrose Road, Forfar. 

No. 45.-CUMNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1891. 
Secretary, II. R. M'Culley, Haz!ebank, Cumnock. 

No. 46.-W ARWICKSHIRE Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated 
1891. Secretary, Robert Greenfield, F.R.II.S., Ranelagh 
Nursery, Leamington. 

No. 47.-ST. ROLLOX Burns Club. Instituted November, 1889. Fede
rated February, r891. Dates of meetings, last Friday of months 
October, November, December, February, and March (January, 
annual supper). President, Andrew Dougall, 14 Glebe Street, 
Glasgow; Vice-President, Adam Paterson, 50 Glebe Street, 
Glasgow; Secretary, Robert J. Oarruthers, 24 Broompark Drive, 
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Dennistoun, Glasgow; Treasurer, Donald Crawford, 184 Castle 

Street. Committee-William Cameron, John Chalmers, Robert 

Brown, James Ritchie, George Sinclair, and Arthur M'Cormack. 

No. 48.-PAISLEY Burns Club. Instituted 1805. Federated 1891. Presi

dent, James A. D. M 'Kean, 8 Garthland Place, Paisley. Vice

President, James Begg, Westlands, Castlehead, Paisley Secre

tary and Treasurer, James Edward Campbell, M.A.B.L., \Vriter, 

3 County Place, Paisley. Limited by constitution to 40 members. 

No. 49.-BRIDGETON Burns Club. Instituted 1870. Federated 1891. 

Place of meeting, Mechanics' Hall, Calton. President, Councillor 

William Nicol, J.P., 21 Watson Street, East, Glasgow; Vice

President, Dr James Devon, 6 Cathedral Square, Glasgow; 

Secretary, William Cochran, Writer, 190 West George Street, 

Glasgow ; ex-President, D. L. Stevenson; Treasurer, Jame~ 

Murray; Assistant Secretary, W. Stevenson Cochran; Directors, 

Charles Lang, Alex. Bouik, Andrew Hoy, F.E.I.S., Jas Young, 

James M'Cullen, Dr Alex. Munro, Daniel Duncan, William 

M'Allister, and William Rodger. 356 members. Gives gold 

medal for excellence in competitive examination on selected 

portions of Burns ; also silver medals to the boys and girls for 

singing the songs of Burns. 

No. 50.-STIRLING Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1891. 

Place of meeting, Golden Lion Hotel. President, Ronald Walker, 

Randolph Terrace, St. Ninians; Vice-Presidents, John Craig, 

Laurel Hill Nursery; Alex. Sand;, Raploch; Secretary, Ridley 

Sandeman, 22 Forth Crescent; Treasurer, James C. '.\1uirhead, 4 

Port Street ; Committee. D. B. Morris, Robt. Whyte, A. 

Buchanan, R. B. Philip, R. Menzies, A. Dun, J. Brown, A. 

Love, W. A. Weir, J.E. Thurman, W. Cunningham. 

No. 51.-CHICAGO Caledonian Society. Federated 1892 Secretary, 

Charles T. Spence, 3002 Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 

No. 52.-DUMFRIES Mechanics' Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, 

James Anderson, 55 St. Michael Street, Dumfries. 

No. 53.-GOVAN Fairfield Burns. Instituted 25th January, 1886. Federa

ted, 23rd Sept., 1892. Place and date of meeting, 4 Holm Street, 

Govan, fir>t Wednesday of month September to March. President, 

James R. Lean, 4 Langlands Road, Govan; Vice-President, Geo. 

Sinclair, 24 Graham Street, Govan; Secretary, Charle• Maltman, 

6 Broomloan Road, Govan ; Treasurer, Andrew Torrance, 5 
Mathieson Street, Govan; Committee, Wm. Boyle, James Purdie, 

and Peter M 'Lintock ; Honorary Presidents, Bailie Hugh Lym

burn and George Maclachlan; Hon. Vice-President, Thomas 

Black. 

No. 54.-PERTH St. Johnstone Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, 

Thomas M'Gregor, 15 Balhousie Street, Perth. 

No. 55.-DERBY Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, George 

M 'Lauchlan, 49 Molineaux Street, Derby. 
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No. 56. - LAPRAIK Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Feilerated 1893. 
Place and date of meeting, Eglinton Arms llotel ; 25th January. 
President, Thomas Weir, Victoria Buildings, Muirkirk; Vice
President, R. Morrison, Eglinton Arms; Secretary, Hugh Cameron, 
Victoria Buildings, Muirkirk ; Man.hall, Thomas Burns ; 
Treasurer, A. Pringle, Glasgow Road; Committee, R. Bell, D. 
Greenwood, J. Taylor, S. Colville, and R. Colville. 

No. 57.-THORNLIEBANK Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, 
John Neilson, Lochiel Terrace, Thornliebank. 

No. 58-KIRKCALDY Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, John A. 
Miller, 12 Quality Street, Kirkcaldy. 

No. 59.-GOUROCK "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Federated 1893. 
Secretary, Alex. Duthie, 9 Binnie Street, Gourock. 

No. 60.-WOLVERHAMPTON Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, 
James Killin, Beechgrove, Compton Road, Wolvernampton. 

No. 61.-GLASGOW Glencairn Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, 
James Laing, 218 Wall Street, Glasgow. 

No. 62.-CUPAR Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, Philip Sulley, 
F.S.A, Cupar. 

N·>. 61.-GLASGOW Mossgiel Burm Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, 
J M. Blair, 186 Cumberland ::;'treet. Glasgow, S.S. 

No. 64.- BEITH Burns Club. Federated 189). Secretary, James S. 
Anderson, Craigwell, Beith. 

No. 65.-MUSSELTIURGH Federated Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Fede
rated 1894. Place and date of meeting, M'Donald's Hall, Jan. 25th, 
7.30 p.m. President, Provost Simpson, New Street, Musselburgh; 
Vice-President, R. C. Menzies, St. Michael',, Inveresk, Mussel
burgh; Hou. Secretary, William Constable, 84 Inveresk, Road, 
Musselburgh ; Hon. Treasurer, W. Stewart, Monktonhall, 
Musselhurgh; Committee, W. Andrew, P. M'Ewan, R. D. Blain, 
W. French, A. Mitchell, J Paul, W. Walker, and H. L. 
Sanderson. Fully 200 members. 

No. 66.-CROSSGATES Burns Club. Federated 1894. Secretary, Robert 
Dall, Addison's Buildings, Crossgates. 

No. 67.-CARLTON Burns Club. Instituted 1894. Federated 1894. 
Place and time of meeting, M 'Culloch's Restaurant, on the 1st 
Tuesday of each month, at 7.30 p.m. President, Jos. H Pear&on, 
3 Cathkin Avenue, Rutherglen; Vice-President, James Ballantine, 
21 Rose Street, Garnethill, Glasgow; Secretary, John Ballantine, 
95 Bath Htreet, Glasgow; Treasurer, William Renfrew, 18 
Willow Bank Street ; Directors, William Moffat, M.A.; John 
Anderson, Wm. Thomson, James Tudhope, W. P. Scott, L.D.S.; 
N. J. M'Culloch, M. Young, James Learmonth, T. F. Mathieson. 
The perpetuation of the memory of Robert Burns, and the intel-
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lectual and social intercourse of its members. Syllabus. - Jan. 3, 
Harmony; Contributor, J. A. Martin. Jan. 25, Anniversary 
Dinner-The Immortal Memory, J. H. Pearson. Feb 7, Essay: 
Pre-Shakespearean l>rama, Wm. Moffatt, M.A. Mar. 7, Har
mony; Contributor, James Ballantine. April 4, Essay: The 
New Thought, J. M. Crosthwaite. May 2, Harmony; Contri
butor, Wm. Moffatt, M.A. May 25, Summer Outing. 

No. 68.-THE SANDYFORD Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Federated 
1894. Place of meeting, Masonic Chambers, roo Wesl Regent 
Street, Glasgow. Annual meeting, . third Tuesday of March. 
Annual dinner, 25th January. President, Ex-Bailie Hugh May
berry, J.P., 173 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. Vice-President, 
Councillor Edward Guest, 328 Dumbarton Road, Glasgow ; 
Secretary, Andrew P. Hamilton, Solicitor, lOO West Regent 
Street, Glasgow; Treasurer. James P. M'Phie, 149 North Street, 
Glasgow. Special feature-Encouragement of Scottish literature 
among members and friends. 

No. 69.-DUNEDIN Burns Club. Federated 1894. Secretary, William 
Brown, Choral Hall, Dunedin, N.Z. 

No. 70.-GLASGOW St. Rollox "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Federated 
1894. Secretary, Matthew Ferguson, 64 St. James's Road, Glas
gow. 

No. 71.-CARLISLE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 1895. 
Place of meeting, Great Central Hotel, Carlisle ; meets four times 
in the year, besides t]:ie 25th January. President, D. Main, 21 
Lowther Street, Carlisle ; Vice-Presidents, Dr Bird, Messrs 
Malcolm, Porteous, Jones, and Rev. A. Davidson ; Secretary, 
John Jardine, 20 Broad Street, Carlisle; Committee, Messrs 
Muir, Meldrum, Buckle, R. Brown, G. Brown, W. Reid, Caton, 
Welsh, Foster, Haythornthwaite, and Godfrey. At meetings 
other than the 25th January, papers are read on other poets, &c. 

No. 72.-PARTICK Burns Club. Federated 1895. Secretary, William 
Scott Wyllie, writer, 149 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

No. 73.-LENZIE Burns Club. Federated 1896. Secretary, James Moir, 
The Neuk, Lenzie. 

No, 74.-GLASGOW Mauchline Society. Federated 1895. Secretary, 
W. Campl?ell, 166 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 

No. 75. KIRN Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1892. Federated 
roth February, 1896. Place and date of meeting, annually in 
Queen's Hotel, Kirn, on the 25th of January. President, James 
Reid, Glenorig, Hunter's Quay; Vice-President, Alexander 
Morris, Victoria Crescent, Kirn; Secretary, John Macnair, Sea 
View, Kirn; Treasurer, William Lees, Wellmeadow, Kirn. Com
mittee, James Drummond, Duncan Wallace, vVil!iam Dunbar, 
Thomas Downie, Alex. Erskine; Auditors, James M'Gibbon and 
Alex. M'Gregor. Membership 72. 

No. 76.-BRECHIN Burns Club. Instituted January, 1894. Federated 
7th March, 1896. Ilate of meeting, Annual Meeting, 25th 
January; other m<:etings as necessary. President, Dean of Guild 
John S. Baxter, St. Mary Street, Brechin; Vice-President, Wm. 
Anderson, Airlie Street, Brechin; Secretary and Treasurer, John 
C. Hendry. 65 River Street, Brechin; Hon. Presidents, Ex
l'rovost Geo. A. Scott and D. H. Edwards ; Committee, A. J. 
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Dackers, Edward W. Mowatt, Wm. Davidson, John Anderson, 
John Crabb, W. M. Archibald, and A. Bowman. This year the 
Club has founded a Silver Challenge Shield for Choir Singing of 
Sc.:ittish Songs in connection with the Public Schools; value of 
trophy, £20. 

No. 77.-PAISLEY Tannahill Gleniffer Burns Club. Instituted 1892. 
Federated 1896. Secretary, C. Jayo Gregg, Herald Office, 3 
County Place, Paisley. 

No. 78.-GLASGOW Ardgowan Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Federated 
1896. Secretary, John Fairley. 160 Cathcart Street, Kingston, 
Glasgow. 

No. 79.-CORSTORPHINE Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 
1896. Place and time of meeting, Public Hall, quarterly, at eight 
o'clock. President, Charles S. Smith, St. John's Road, Corstor· 
phine; Vice-President, James A. Williamson, Holmwood, Cor
storpbine; Secretary, Wm. R. Murray, lnglewood, Corstorphine ; 
Bard, D. B. Geekie ; Committee, Thomas Allan, J. Darge, Rev. 
J. Fergusson, J. Dunlop, D. P. Laird, James Scott, Wm. Ralph, 
and R. S. Thomson. 

No. 8o.-DUNOON Cowal Burns Club. Instituted 1896. Federated 1896. 
Secretary, Walter Grieve, James Place, Dunoon. 

No. 81.-CARSTAIRS Junction Burns Club. Instituted 1896. Federated 
1896. Secretary, Wm. Neill, Burnside Cottages, Carstairs 
Junction. 

No. 82.-ARBROATH Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated 1896. 
Secretary, Harry Lorimer, solicitor, 25 Market Place, Arbroath. 

No. 83.-GLASGOW Co-operative Burns Club. Instituted 18g6. Federated 
1897. Place and date of meeting, first Saturday each month from 
October till May at 7.30 p.m., in M'Culloch's Restaurant, 9 
Maxwell Street. Glasgow. President, Robert Fraser, 615 
Dalmarnock Road, Clasgow; Vice-President, J. Blair Smith, 15 
Sunnybank Street, Glasgow; Secretary, Wm. Galbraith, 9 
Renfrew Road. So. Govan; Treasurer, J. M. Brown, 38 Pollock 
Street, Glasgow, S.S. 8pecial features of Club, Literary, Social, 
and Mu>ical. We specially invite members of other Clubs to our 
meetings, and assure them of a hearty welcome. 

No. 84.-ABINGTON Burns Club. Federated 1896. Secretary, Robert 
Colthart, Arbory Villa, Abington. 

No. 85.-DUNFERMLINE Burns Club. Federated 1896. Secretary, 
Wm. Fra;er, Free Abbey School, Dunfermline. 

No. 86.-CUMNOCK "Winsome Willie" Burns Cluh. Federated 1896. 
Secretary, Hugh Brown, Cumnock. 

No. 87.-CAMPSIE Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 1896. Place 
and time of meeting, Lennox Arms Hotel, last Saturday every 
month, 7.30 p.m. President, Wm. R. Richmond, Muckcroft 
Cottage, Lennoxtown; Vice-President, Peter Kincaid, Eadie's 
Land, Lennoxtown ; Secretary, John Britton, Burnside. Cottage, 
Lennoxtown. 

No. 88.-GLASGOW Caledonian Burns Club. Instituted October, 1896. 
Federated 2nd March, 1897. President, John M'Garry, sen. I 15 
Ledard Road, Langside; Vice· President, H. Townsend, 33 Tory 
Glen Street, S.S. ; Secretary, John Muirhead, c/o Cowan. 298 
Dennistoun Gardens, Dennistour. ; Treasurer, George Philips, 389 
Crown Street, S.S. 

20 
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No. 89.-SUNDERLAND Burns Club. Instituted January, 1897. Federa
ted February, 1897. Place and date of meeting, Palatine Hotel, 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays October to March, 1st Wednesday April, 
May, and September, at 8 p.m. President, J. F. Crooks, 2 The 
Terrace, Southwick, Sunderland ; Vice-President, R. Archbold, 
49 Dock.Street, East, Monkwearmouth, Sunderland; Secretary, 
M. Neilson, 61 Roker Avenue, Sunderland; Treasurer, M. Mac
Lennan; Committee, W. H. Turner, G. Mackay, D. Condie, W. 
Stevenson. A. W. Semple. Special features of Club, reading of 
papers, lectures, Scottish concert, anniversary celebration and the 
social and intellectual well-being of Scotsmen generally in and 
around Sunderland. 

No. 90.-GARELOCHHEAD Burns Club. Instituted 1895. Federated 
1897. Secretary, John Currie, Station House, Garelochhead. 

No, 9r.-SHETTLESTON Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1897. 
Federated 18th August, 1897. Place of meeting, 106 Eastmuir 
Street, Shettleston, monthly. President, Alex. Watt, 6 Wood
end Place, Shettleston; Vice· President, William M'Lennan, 
Cluny Cottage, Shettleston; Secretary, Robert G. Chrystal, 221 
Westmuir Street, Parkhead; Treasurer, D. Templeton, I Wood
end Place, Shettleston. 

No. 92.-KILBOWIE Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Federated 1897. · 
Secretary, James Dickson, 65 Livingstone Street, Clydebank. 

No. 93.-CLYDEBANK Burns Club. Federated 1897. Secretary, John 
Murphy, c/o James M'Haffy, 2 Kilbowie Gardens, Clydebank. 

No. 94.-UPHALL "Tam o' Shanter" Burns Club. Secretary, Walter 
Crawford, Dechmont, Uphall. 

No. 95.-BOLTON Burns Club. Instituted September 6th, 1881. Federated 
1897. Place of meeting, Swan Hotel, Bolton. President, R. H. 
Swindlehurst, Wyresdale House, Chorley Old Road, Bolton ; Vice
President, Chas. II. Mathison, Oaklands, Astley Bridge, Bolton; 
Committee, Messrs Robertson, Guthrie, Boyd, Halliday, J. 
Graham, Watson, Laidlaw, Broadbent, C. M'Nabb, Begg, A. 
Graham, J. T. Brown, C. Hobgates. Special features of the Club, 
to promote the Study of the National Poets and the Ancient 
Ballad Poetry of Scotland; Annual Dinner, 25th January; 
Annual Gathering and Dance, Hallowe'en; and Annual Country 
Ramble during summer months. 

No. 96.-JEDBURGII Burns Club. Instituted February, 1869. Federated 
13th NovemLer. 1897. Place of meeting, Royal Hotel, Jedburgh. 
President, Councillor T. S. Smail, High Street, Jedburgh ; Vice
President, James Waugh, Editor, Teviotdalc R•cord Castlegate, 
Jedburgh; Secretary, Peter Telfer, 58 Casllegate, fedburgh; 
Committee, J Wight, R. Wright, Jas. Cree, A. Oliver, R. 
Halliday, George Aitken, R. Waldie, J. K. Young, and George 
Pringle. 

No. 97.-BELLFIELD Burns Club. Instituted 1895. Federated 1898. 
Place and date of meeting, Bellfield Burns Tavern. first Friday of 
the month at 8 o'clock. President, Thomas Nelson, 24 Robertson 
Place, Kilmarnock ; Vice-President, James Eccles, 23 North 
Hamilton Street, Kilmarnock; Secretary, William Duff, 7 Paxton 
Street, Kilmarnock; Chaplain, William Cooper; Committee. John 
Anderson, John Hutcheson, Wm. Brown, G. Houston; Auditors, 
D. Torrance D. Donnelly. Special feature of the Club, the 
study of Burns's Works and kindred subjects. 
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No. 98.-LANARK Burns Club. Federated 18980 Secretary, Robert 
M'Kean, Commercial Bank House, Lanark, 

No. 99.-GLASGOW Barlinnie Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, 
J. Stewart, Officer's Quarters, Barlinnie. 

No. 100.-HAMILTON Mossgiel Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated 
4th April, 1898. Place and date of meeting, County Hotel, 1st Tues
day every month, 8. 15 p.m. President, Tom Brown, Maryfield Low 
Waters, Hamilton ; Vice - President, Archibald Clark, jun., 
"Ardenlea." Portland Park, Hamilton; Secretary, f. S. Cairns, 
Post-office Buildings, Burnbank, Hamilton; Committee, J. D. 
Lightbody, John Campbell, W. Hindshaw, II. Mair. W. Hamil
ton, J. C. Lindsay, R. P. Purdie. 50 members (limited). 

No. 101.-MOTHERWELL Workmen's Burns Club. Federated 1898. 
Secretary, John King, 128 Muir Street, Motherwell. 

No. 102.-CARLISLE Border Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, 
Andrew Rafel!, 36 London Road, Carlisle. 

No. 103.-COALBURN Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, John 
Woodburn, Coalburn Inn, Coalburn. 

No. 104.-DUMFRIES Oak Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, 
Thomas Haining,jun., 26 Swan's Venne!, Dumfries. 

No. 105.-RUTHERGLEN Cronie Burns Club. Instituted 3oth Oct., 1896. 
Federated 1898. Place and date of meeting, Burnhill Rest, last Fri
day of each month. President, David M'Quaker, 816 Rutherglen 
Road, S.S., Glasgow; Vice-President, David Robertson, 22 
Harriet Street, Rutherglen; Secretary, Robert M'Luckie, 12 
Wallace Street, Rutherglen; Treasurer, Wm. Morrison, 2 Burn
hill Street, Rutherglen; Trustees, A. Stewart and J. Love. 

No. I06.-BROXBURN Rosebery Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, 
Joseph Millar, Ashfield Buildings, Uphall. 

No. 107.-GLASGOW ITutchesontown Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secre
tary, Alexander M'Whirr, 12 Wolseley Street, Glasgow. 

No. 108.-EAST CALDER and District Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Fede· 
rated 1899. Secretary, Samuel Hislop, Mid Calder. 

No. rn9.-GLASGOW Caledonia Burns Club. Instituted September 1898. 
Federated 24th March, 1899. Place and date of meeting, 1 Cath· 
cart Street, last Friday of month at 8 p. m., October till April 
inclusive. President, James Mearchent, 136 Govan Street, South 
Side; Vice-President, John M'Lennan, 42 Caledonia Road, 
South Side ; Secretary, William Galloway, 77 Preston Street, 
Govanhill; Treasurer, William Burns; Committee--Wm. Duff, 
J. G. Alexander, T. H. Hutton, J. Dunn, and D. Brown. A 
special feature of the Club is to foster an intimate acquaintance 
with the works of Burns. 

No. 110.-CAMBUSLANG Burns Club. Instituted October. 1850. Federated 
October, 1898. Place and time of meeting, Borgie Rest, Cambuslang, 
quarterly. President, Jas. Robertson. Kupescot, Monkcastle Drive, 
Cambuslang; Vice-President, Jas. Cameron, Bain Street, Cambus
lang; Secretary and Treasurer, Wm. Muir, 14 Lilybank Build
ings, Cambuslang. Study of Burns's Literature and Social 
Intercourse. 
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No. u1.--SOUTH EDINBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1879. Federa· 
ted 27th July, 1899. Place and date of meeting, Melville Hotel, 
Nicholson Street, Edinburgh; Nov. 9th, Dec. 21ot, Jan. roth, 25th, 
Feb. l4th, March 15th, April 2oth, at 8 p.m. President, James 
Wallace Gault, 8 Blackwood Crescent, Edinhurgh; Vice·President, 
Chas. E. Hobbs, 41 Royal Park Terrace, Edinburgh; Secretary, 
John S. T. Walker, 1 Summerbank, Edinburgh; Trea•urer, David 
P. M'Nair; Committee, Wm. Cameron, Geo. Brander, W. C. 
Robertson, Wm. Neave, and J. Ord Hume. Special features of 
the Club, monthly musical evenings, at which the following gentle
men have kindly consented to deliver short addresses :-Will. C. 
Smith, K. C.; John G. Spens, advocate ; Alex. M. Hamilton, 
advocate; R. Scott Brown, advocate; and Capt. J. Douglas 
Walker, D.S.O., "Black Watch." 

No. u2.-DUMFRIES Burns Howff. Instituted 1889. Federated 1899. 
Place and date of meeting, Globe Hotel; first Wednesday each 
month, 8 p.m. Hon President, John Grierson, Nellieville 
Terrace, Maxwelltown, Dumfries: President, John Houston, High 
Street, Dumfries; Vice-President, Charle' Bertram, Welldale 
Terrace, Maxwelltown, Dumfries; Secretary, John Connor, 52 
Friars' Venne!, Dumfries; Committee, T. Craig, J. Dickson, J. 
Irving, D. Kerr, T. Laidlaw, A. M'Meeking, W. Paterson, and 
R. Potter. 

No. u3.-VALE OF LEVEN "Glencairn." Instituted 1898. Federated 
1899. Place and time of meeting, Albert Hotel, Alexandria, last 
Saturday every month, 7.30 p.m. President, William Smith, 265 
Main Street, Bonhill; Vice-President, Robert Mossman, Thomas 
Street, Alexandria; Secretary, Alex. Campbell, 55 Hillbank, 
Bonhill ; Hon. President, William White, Bridge Street, Alex
andria; Treasurer, John Macphero;on, 153 Main Street, Bonhill; 
Committee, D..i.niel MacMillan, Hugh M'Vean, Daniel M'Innes, 
Peter M·Farlane, and David Graham. 

No. 114.--BRODICK Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 1900. 
Secretaary, John S. Currie, Brodick. 

No. u5.-KIPPEN and District Burns Club. Instituted 21st July, 1896. 
Federated 2oth January, 1900. Place of meeting, Gillespie 
Memorial Hall (Annual Meeting in October). Honorary Presi
dent, J. Monteath, J.P., Wright Park, Kippen Station; President, 
Robert Jackson, Boquhan Mains, Kippen Station, by Stirling; 
Vice-President, Andrew Main, Strewiebank, Kippen Station, by 
Stirling; Secretary and Treasurer, Thomas Syme, Strathview, 
Kippen, by Stirling; Committee, Archibald Gray, Geo. M'Queen, 
Samuel Thompson, James M'Ewen, Thomas Inglis, Alexander 
Davidson, Peter Matson, James Livingstone, Robert Leckie, John 
M'Lean, David Young, and Thomas Clark. Special features of 
the Club are to promote a knowledge of the life and works ot 
Burns, and establish a fund for the cultivation and learning the 
works of Burns ar.d Scottish literature among our school children, 
and having competitions in which handsome prizes are given. 

No. 116.-GREENLOANING Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated 
1900. Place and date of meeting, Greenloaning Inn; annual 
meeting, first Saturday April, at 8 p.m. President, Thomas 
Stewart, The Braes, Greenloaning, Braco; Vice-President, Francis 
Sands. Glenbank, Greenloaning, Braco; Secretary, Jame5 Bayne, 
Kinhuck, Dunblane ; Committee, W. Brydie, J. M'Laren, W. 
Blair, J. Stirling, J. Shearer, J. Robertson. Special features of 
the Club, prizes and annual trip to school children. 
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No. 117.-GLASGOW Southern Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 
1900· Secretary, John M 'Gillivray, 168 Mathieson Street, 
Glasgow. 

No. II8.-GLASGOW Albany Bums Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 
1900. Place and date of meeting, White & Smith's Trades House 
Restaurant; first Wednesday of every month, October till March, 
7. 30 till 10 p. m. Hon. President, Robert Goodall; President, 
J. Wilson Bain, II3 West Regent Street, Glasgow; Vice
Presidents, James Taylor, 143 West Regent Street, Glasgow, and 
Thomas Kennedy, 33 Hope Street, Glasgow; Secretary, John 
Drennan, 12 Annette Street, Crosshill, Glasgow ; Directors, 
Alex. Gray, J. Greenlees, George Kerr, John Wood, Peter Craik, 
and John Brown; Treasurer, James Raeside, 125 N. John Street, 
Glasgow. Special features of Club, Lectures and Harmony. 

No. 119 --BONHILL Burns Club. Instituted Nov., 1900. Federated 1900. 
Place and date of meeting, Bonhill Inn, first Saturday of month. 
President, Thomas Cornock, Bridge Street, Alexandria; Vice
President, Malcolm M·Naught, 44 Dillichip Terrace, Bonhill; 
Secretary, John F. Ea<i.ie, 9 Dillichip Terrace, Bonhill; Trea
surer, Walter Bruce, 43 Dillichip Terrace, Bonhill. 

No. 120.-BRISTOL Caledonian Society. Instituted 1820. Federated 
1900· Annual meeting in October. President, W. H. Butler, 
J.P., St. George, Bristol; Chairman, Robert Reid, 42 Salisbury 
Road, Redland, Bristol; Secretary and Treasurer, John Bennet, 
2 5 Bridge Street, Bristol. 

No. 121.-HAMILTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted Sept., 1886. Federated 
April, 1901. Place and date of meeting, Robert Bell's, Union Street, 
Monday, November 7, at 8 p.m. President, David Kirk, Port
land Place, Hamilton; Vice-President, John Miller. Regent 
Street, Hamilton; Secretary, William Wilson, 28 Orchard Street, 
Hamilton; Treasurer, John Stewart; Minute Secretary, A. Thom
son; Steward, J. Gourlay; Committee, J. M'Ewan, J. Welsh, 
A. Dickson. Special features of Club, reading of essays on 
various subjects; concerts, competitions, and social evenings. 30 
members. 

No. 122.-DARNCONNER Airds Moss Burns Club. Instituted 5th August, 
1901. Federated 4th November, 1901, Place and date of 
meeting. Sorn; 25th January, 8 pm. President, Hugh Sloan, 71 
Walker Row, Auchenleck; Vice-President, Andrew Neil, 90 
Darnconner, Auchenleck ; Secretary, Andrew Stevenson, Glen
logan, Sorn, Mauchline ; Committee, R. Cameron, J. Naismith, 
J. Lyons, J. Baxter, H. Reynolds, Charles Gray. Special 
features of Club, to foster and encourage an interest in the Works 
of our National Bard. 

No. 123.-BOSWELL Burns Club. Instituted January 26th, 190!. Fede
rated December roth, 1901. Place and date of meeting, Boswell 
Arms, last Saturday in every month, at 7 p.m. President, I<;aac 
Dixon, Coal Road, Auchinleck, Ayrshire; Vice-President, Wm. 
Hall, 17 High House Row, Auchinleck, Ayr~hire; Secretary, 
William Fleming, Northalbion Cottage, Auchinleck, Ayrshire; 
Committee, Neillie Brogan, James Muir, Alex. Gibson, William 
Macane, and William Jamieson. Features, celebration of the birth 
of Bums, and also Hallowe'en. 
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No. 124.-EDINBURGH "The Ninety" Burns Club. Instituted 1890. 
Federated 1902. Place and date of meeting, Royal Hotel, 25th 
January. President, D. Macfarlane, 27 Castle Street, Edinburgh; 
Vice-President, J. T. Watson, 6 Bruntsfield Gardens, Edinburgh ; 
Secretary, J. B. Tweedie, 131 Montgomery Street, Edinburgh; 
Treasurer, W. Stark, 19 Ainslie Place; Committee, the Past 
Presidents and Messrs Mackay, Blanche, Smith, Sleigh, and 
Murray. 

No. 125.-BLACKBURN-ON-ALMOND Rabbie Burns Club. Tnstituted 
1900. Federated 1902. Place and date of meeting, Almond Inn, 
first Monday of month at 7.30 p.m. President, James Samson, 
Eaot End, Blackburn, Bathgate ; Vice-President, Alexander 
Smith, East End, Blackburn, Bathgate; Secretary. James Middle
ton, West End, Blackburn, Bathgate; Treasur.;,~, Joseph Fleming; 
Committee, James Bostock, John Millar, John Reid, Robert 
Raxter, Andrew Millar, Thomas Gibson, David Fleming. Special 
features of Club, annual celebration of the birthday of the Poet, 
annual social last Friday in March, and singing anci reciting com
petition. 

No. 126.-FALKIRK Burns Club. Instituted 1866. Federated 1902. 
Place and date of meeting, Mathieson's Rooms. Hon. President, 
Marquis of Zetland; President, R. H. Lochhead, J.P., Com
mercial Bank House, Falkirk; Vice-Presidents, F. D. Ferguson, 
Dunrowan, Falkirk; Dr Mitchell, Dunoran, Camelon, Falkirk; 
Secretary, H. B. Watson, Broompark, Falkirk; Treasurer, Robt. 
Whyte, J.P., Bank of Scotland House, Falkirk ; Committee, 
and Office-bearers, Provost Christie, J.P.; Frederick Johnston, 
Walter Towers, James Love, and D. P. Black. Special features 
of the Club, two literary meetings-April and November-to 
which lady friends of members are invited; annual celebration and 
dinner on January 25th. Object-To develop a greater interest in 
the life and work of Robert Burns. 

No. 127.-COWDENBEATH Haggis Burns Club. Instituted 1902. 
Federated 1902. Secretary, Alexander Smith, Foulford Arms, 
Cowden heath. 

No. 128.-COWDENBEATH Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 1898. 
Federated May 14th, 1903, Place and date of meeting, Raith 
Arms; every other Thurday, at 7 p.m. President, Alexander 
Bonthrone, 26 Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath ; Vice-President, 
David Walls, 44 Landale Terrace, Cowdenbeath; Secretary, 
Daniel Hutchison, Stenhouse Str~et, Cowdenbeath; Treasurer, 
Thomas Ferguson ; Hon. President, James Hepburn, 24 Arthur 
Street, Cowdenbeath. Special features of Club, to celebrate 
Ifallowe'en and 25th Janu.i.ry. Club limited to 50 membPrs. 

" No. 129.-GORBALS Burns Club. Instituted 1902. Federated 1903. 
President, Wm. Carr, M.B.; Vice-President, John Bowman; 
Secretary, Andrew Aitken, solicitor, 147 Bath Street, Glasgow; 
Treasurer, David M'Kelvie, solicitor, 152 Main Street, Gorbals. 
Special features of the Club, to foster and encourage a knowledge 
of the works of our National Bard. 

No. 130.-ROW Burns Club. Instituted 1901. Federated 1903. Secretary, 
John Laird, 7 Cumberland Terrace, Row. 
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No. l3I.-NOTTINGIIAM Scottish Association Burns Club. Instituted 
October, 1902. Federated November 1903. Place and date of 
meeting, Room No. 75 Mechanics' Institution; 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of each month from October to April, at 7.30 p.m. 
President, Andrew Crawford The Oaks, Bestwood, Nottingham ; 
Vice-Presidents, Dr Mackie, Regent Street. and G. A. Mitchell, 
7 Arthur Street, Nottingham ; Secretary, D. D. F. Mackenzie, 
Rob Roy House, Burns ~treet, Nottingham ; Council, J. Currie, 
A. B. Ferguson, J. A. Forsyth. D. S. Hepburn. A. Innes, D. 
Macadie. J. S. Macdonald, D. M'Gregor, J. M'Meeking, E. 
Merson, Dr Miiler, N. G. Stewart, J. M. Stewart, and D. Stillie. 
Special feature of Club, to promote social and intellectual inter
course among the members. Present membership, 226. 

No. 132.-RICCARTON Kirkstyle Burns Club. Instituted January, 1904· 
Federated l6th February, 1904· Place and date of meeting, 
Railway Bar, Riccarton, la•t Friday of every month, at 8 p.m. 
President, William Lumsden, 16 James Little Street, Kilmarnock ; 
Vice-President. John Templeton, 7 Arbuckle Street, Kilmarnock; 
Secretary, Alex. Lamb, 7 Hurlford Road, Riccarton ; Treaburer, 
William Brown, 13 Hurlford Road, Riccarton. 54 members. 
Rpecial features, annual celebration of the birthday of Robert 
Burns, encouragement of Scottish literature, and a summer trip to 
some of the places dear to lovers of the Poet. 

No. 133.-NEW ARTHILL. Instituted 26th September, 1903. Federated 
28th l\1arch, 1904· Place and date of meeting, Mr Henderson's, 
The Cross, last Saturday every month, at 7 p.m. President, John 
Henshaw, Main Street, Newarthill; Vice-President, Hugh 
M'Nulty, Watson's Square, Newarthill; Secretary, Wm. Moore, 
Biggar Road, Newarthill, Motherwell; Treasurer, Geo. Cook. 

No. 134.-" THE HERON" Burns Cluh, Instituted 18th November, 
1897. Federated 7th April, 1904. Place and date of meeting, 
Duntocher. 6th October, 1904. at 8 p. m. President, James Scobie, 
Main Street, Duntocher; Vice-President, Alex. Handyside, 52 
William St., Duntocher ; Secretary, R. R. Chalmers, Main Street, 
Duntocher; Council, John Morrison, Jas. 8ooth, James Donaldson, 
John Somerville, J. L. Myers, D. Campbell. Special features of the 
Club, to promote social intercourse amongst its members by means 
of songs, recitations, readings, lectures, etc., those of our National 
Bard to have a prominent place. 

No. 135.-PARTICK Western Burns Club. Instituted 26th Nov., 1903. Fede
rated 1904. Place and date of meeting, Windsor Restaurant, Partick, 
3rd Tuesday each month of October, November, December, 
January 23rd, February. March, April. President, Jas. Webster, 
74 Buchanan Street, Glasgow; Vice President, John Pillans, 2 
Drummond Gardens, Jordanhill ; Secretary, Alexander Mouat, 
501 Dumbarton Road, Partick ; Past President, A. A. Stewart, 
180 Hope Street, Glasgow. Special features of Club, lectures, 
dinners, excursions, social enjoyment, and study of Bu~ns 
literature. 

No, 136. HAMILTON Royal Oak Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 
6th June, 1904. Place of meeting, Royal Oak Ilall, Lowwaters, 
Hamilton. President, James Shepherd, 2 Hall Street, Lowwaters, 
Hamilton ; Vice·President, Andrew Orr, Eddlewood, Hamilton; 
Secretary. James Orr, 36 Lowwaters, Hamilton, 
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No. 137.-IPSWICH Burns Club. Instituted 1903. Federated 1904. 
Place and date of meeting Grand Hotel, Ipswich; first Wednes
day in September, St. Andrew's Day. Burns's Anniversary, and 
first Wednesday in March. Pre~ident, A. Norval; Vice
President, A. Robh. Secretary, J. Russell, Trinity House, St. 
Clements, Ipswich. 

No. 138.-CLELAND Burns Club. Instituted 19th October, 1904. 

No. 139. 

Federated 22nd November, 1904. Place and date of meeting, 
l>alrymple House, Cleland, 3rd Wednesday of the month, at 7. 30 
p.m. President, P. Strachan, Cleland, Motherwell; Vice
President, William Hill, Cleland Townhead, Newarthill; Secre
tary, R. Macmillan, Hornshill, Cleland ; Committee, Messrs 
Lithgow, Austen, M 'Gill, Thompson, and Cleland. 

GLASGOW National Burns Club. Instituted 1904. Federated 
1904. Place of meeting, 93 Douglas Street, Glasgow ; open every 
day. President, Railie David Willox, 48 Burgher Street, Park
head, Glasgow; Vice-President, J. Jeffrey Hunter, Writer, !09 
Kath Street, Glasgow; Secretary. D. C. Wardrop, 65 Oswald 
Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, Joseph Martin, Writer, 163 West 
George Street, Glasgow. Special features-The promotion of the 
study of Burns's works and Scottish literature generally; the 
collection of books, prints, and pamphlets connected therewith ; 
and social intercourse and rational recreation. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Telegrams: "Alexandra Hotel, Glasgow. Telephone No. 75. 

THE 

AteXandra Hotel, 
~~ ~ 

148 Bath Street, GLASGOW. 

~HIS First-Class Hotel, which has been entirely re-decorated, and 
contains Suites of Private Apartments, Spacious Dining Saloon, 

Billiard and Smoking Rooms, &c., is centrally situated, being within 
a few minutes of all Railway Stations and Steamboat Wharves. 

AMPLE ACCOM!ltODATION FOR 

FAMILIES, TOURISTS, and COMMERCIAL GENTLEMEN. 

Excellent Cuisine. Moderate Tariff. Electric Light. 

THOS. £. OUDDEFORD1 Proprietor, 



. - ADVERTISEMENTS • 

CAMPBELL'S c~~:~:~ GRAPHOPHONES 
• Gold Moulded Columbia Records are the 

best in the world, reduced to 1s each. 
... 18 6d " Edison's Gold Moulded Records ... 

Pathe Freres Gold Moulded Reoords ... ls 4d. 
" 

(JIMPJ}ELL'S 
11aqd-Made 

Violins 

(JIMPJ}E.LL'S 
Pate Qt 

Melodeoqs 
AND AND 

Mandoliqes 
are tile best. 

(oqcertiqas 

are tile best. 
You can make your own Records. 

A Fascinating and Unriualled Entertainment for the Home Circle. 
THE FOLLOWING ARE OUR LEADING LINES IN 

TALKING MACHINES. 
The "LYRA" Graphophone, wit.h 2 Records • 
The "GEM" Do. with Recorder and 2 Records • 
The "FAVOURITE" Do. Do. Do, Do. 

The above sent Gan'iage Paid in Great Britain. 

- £0 a o 
1 0 0 
110 0 

Beware of German-made rubbish so extensively advertised by nondescript dealers. We are 
Musical Instrument Makers and Talking Machine Experts, and understand all about the Goods we 
sell. 10,000 London-made Oold Moulded Records to sel~ct from at 1s each. 
Send.for our New Priee List for 1905 with all Mnds qf Musical Instruments&: Talking Machines. 

oJ!~~~y Campbell & Co., 116 Trongate, Glasgow. 

THE MUSIC YOU LOVE BHJST. 

CAMPBELL'S Gold Medal Patent MELOOEONS 
With Organ and Celestial Tone and charmiag Bell Aeeompaniments. 

NO HOME SHOULD BE WITHOUT ONE. 
Enormous demand. Selling in Thouaands. 200,000 Testimouials. 

SPECIAL OFFER TO THE READERS OF THIS ANNUAL. 

CAMPBELL'S "GEM" MELO DEON - - Price only 6/9 
CAMPBELL'S "MINIATURE" MELO DEON ,, 10/9 
CAMPBELL'S "PARAGON" MELOIJEON 14/-
CAMPBELL'S "FAVOURITE" MELODEON ,, 16/o 

Cut this out and send P.0.0. for the amount. Either sent 
carriage paid in (}reat B1itain and Ireland. 

Money returned if not approved. 

All lovers of Music should at once send for our new 1904-1905 IDustrated Privilege 
Price List of all kinds of Musical Instruments. 200,000 of these valuable lists sent 
out yearly. Send Id sta1up to 

CAMPBELL & CO,, (Musrnit;:';.i~~~~uM•NT) 116 Trongate, Glasgow. 
Established 50 years. N.B. -Beware of worthless imitations. 
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Annual Subscription, 
post free, 2/8. 

A Southem Counties Quarterly Magazine • . . 
CONTAINING 

BIOGRAPHICAL, HISTORICAL, ANTIQUARIAN, &c., SKETCHES, RELATING TO THE 
THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND. 

JUST PUBLISHED_ 

THE 

Life and Writings of Rev. Alexander Murray, 
D.D., F.S.A.S., 

Minister of Urr, Professor of Oriental Languaqes in the University of Edinburgh, 
and Founder of Comparative Philology in Europe. 

BY JOHN REITH, M.A., B.o. 
Price 3s 6d nett. 

HistoPy of Minnigaff. By J. G. Kinna. ls 6d. 
DPoll Recollections of WhithoPn. 2s. 

Billy MaPshall, King of the Galloway 
Tinkle:rs. 2s. 

The Book of St. Michael's Church, 
DUMFRIES, 

By Rev. JOHN PATON, D.D., Minister of the Church. 
This is the Church in which Burns worshipped, and in the Churchyard 

surrounding it is his tomb. 

A Handsome Crown 4to Volume, with ouer 60 Illustrations. 
Price 10s 6d post free. 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-
.A.LL PU::SLISE:ED ::S-Y 

J. Ii.nXWELL & Son, DuttFRrns, Scoru1nn. 
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ANDREW THOMSON, 
10 KING STRE:E,T, 

:K:IL::M:_.A..R~ OOK:_ 

Proprietor of' the Famous 

"AULD KILLIE BLEND 

OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY. 
ON SALE AT ALL THE LEADING BARS IN TOWN. 

Agent for J. & R. TENNANT, Wellpa.rk Brewery, Glasgow 
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CORDON & BLAIR, 
LI:::M:ITED., 

B11ewe11s and Wine 1Y1e11chants, 

GLASGOW & EDINBURGH. 

Rea-istered Office-

167 BT. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW. 

Breweries-

Craigwell, Brewery, Edinburgh. 

Home BrewePy, Parkhead, Glasgow. 

Aa-encies-

JOHN WALKER & SONS, LTD., KILMARNOCK, 
OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY. 

HIGHEST AWARD8-8ydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Paris, Jamaica, 

Dunedin, Kimberley. 

CARDOW DIS't'ILLERY -
ANNANDALE DISTILLERY -
TEANINIOH DISTILLERY 
AUCHTERTOOL DISTILLERY 
J. & A. MITCHELL, Ltd., -
MITCHELL & CO., Ltd., 
OTARD, DUPUY & CO. 
GAY, RENAUD & CO. 

STRATHSPEY 
- ANNAN 

ROSS-SHIRE 
KIRKCALDY 

CAMPBELTOWN 
BELFAST 
-COGNAC 
-COGNAC 

Large Stocks of the Principal Distillers' makes of all ages in Bond. 
Blends made up to suit Customers' requirements. 

Telephone No. 1460, Glasgow. Telegraphic Address-"Cardow, Glasgow." 



ADVERTISlllMEN'l'S. 

HO~lt :f, Tff'i! WA~ iNN~ 
156 HIGH S1REET, DUMFRIES 

(Between Burns Statue and Midsteeple). Established 1620. 

~ THE REPOSITORY OF ~ 

BU~NS @ RELICS 
~ E ] 

ON VIEW HERE, FREE OF CHARGE. 

m I , 

CONSISTING OF 

Four Chairs (one of them the Ellisland Parlour Chair), the Ellisland Parlour ~·ender, a Portrait 
of Clarinda of the Bums Let.ters, a Portion of the Roof of the Poet's Tent Beel, a Scrap Album 
containing an Autograph Poem and Portrait of Robert Burns, eldest son of the Poet; a Dram 
Glass, the Drinking Glass of Burns and Lapraik ; Burns's Famed Tumbler, which was gift.ed by 
Colonel James Ulencaim Burr..s's Family; also, Four :F'ruit Plates from Burns's House, Dunlfries; 
also, a China Teapot, for two generations in the family that it was presented to by Mrs Burns. 
This has never been out of Dumfries. There are :tlso a Sword Stick, a Walking Stick, an Excise 
Sheet, Portion of his Masonic Apron, and a Kitchen Table. For opimons of the Press, see the 
Dumfries Courier and Herald of 16th July, 1904, and the Standard of the 30tl; July, 1904. 

In addition, there may be seen the Silver Chain pertaining to the office of Deacon of the 
Incorporated Weavers of Dumfries. 

AUTHENTIC RELICS BOUGHT. 

Just Added-The Famous 

Original Honorary BURGESS TICKET, 
Presented by the Burgh of Dumfries to Robert Burns, 

4th June, 7787. 

WINES, SPIRITS, & BEER OF THE BEST QUAun. 

JOHN THOMSON, Proprietor. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

G. & J. MACLACHLAN, 
PPopPietoPs of .... 

Special 

THREE STAR 

."10"1A" 
~"(;f 

- AND --

"Five Castle" 
c,;~ 

Liqueur, 

BLENDS 
- OF -

OLD 

SCOTCH WHISKIES. 
CELEBRATED 

"CASTLE" ALES AND STOUT. 

Head omces-"CASTLE" CHAMBERS, 

GLASGO-W-~ 
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"FaiP fa' youP honest, sonsy face." 

waaae1rs Haggis 

r 

IS THE BEST! 

There are N<>ne like them 

for Quality, Favour, and 

Easy Digestion. ~ ~ .._ ~ 

~ MADE ANY SIZE. 

R. D. WADDELL, 
Glasgow Sausage WoPks, 

NAPIERSH ALL STREET, 

OLA800W. 



.. 

"R00ERICK DHU" 

OLD HIGHLDND IHISIY, 
THE ./V\OST POPULAR WHISKY OF THE DAY. 

- .Cb't'~-- $'1(c:? 

THE THE 

CREAM CREAM 
OF OF 

s:co TC H SCOTCH 

WHISKY. WHISKY. 

~A\'-? ~\7 

PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED WHEREVER EXHIBITED. 

Messrs WRIGHT & CREIC (Limited), GLAscow, LONDON, and 
MANCHESTER, Sole Proprietors of this Celebrated Brand, have every 
confidence in recommending it to the Trade as one of the Finest 
Whiskies in the Market. They bottle this Old Whisky in Bond for 
exportation. 

IMPORTANT Tl'1STIMONIAL FROM DR ABBOTTS. 
49 WEYMOUTH STREICT, PORTLAND PLACE, W., 

26th .·lit/(llSI, I887. 

I HAVE for several years past ·recommended the "Roderick Dim" Whisky to all 
my patients requiring a wund, pure, and wholesome stilllulant; and it only needs 
to be better known to ensure its adoption in preference to any other spirit for the 
use of invalids and others. 

WM ABBOTTS, M.D., 
Member of the Royal Colleue of Physicians, London. 

Editor "DIET," 
Physician to the Metropolitan Free Hospital, 

The North London Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, 
The City Dispensary, The Finsbury Dispensary, &:c. 



JOHN WALKER & SONS, 
LIMITED. 

OLD 

·Highland· Whisky. 

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

High~st Awards-

SIDNEY, MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE, 

PARIS, JAMAICA, DUNEDIN, 

KIMBERLEY, BRISBANE. 

Sole Proprietors-

CARDOW DISTILLERY, STRATHSPEY; 

ANNANDALE DISTILLERY, ANNAN; 

KILMARNOCK ; and Leadenhall House, LONDON, E.G. 

7 Mark Lane, Hyde's Cross, Corporation St., MANCHESTER. 

6 'BURLINGTON PASSAGE. NEW sr., BIRMINGHAM. 

SYDNEY, N.s.w. 


