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VISITED by thousands froin all parts of the W orl~. A verit

able Shrine of the" Immortal Bard." 
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The Monument occupies a commanding position in the Kay 
Park. From..the top a most extensive and interesting view of 
the surrounding Land of Burns can be obtained. 

The magnificent Marble' Statue of the Poet, from the chisel 
of W. G. Stevenson, A.R.S.A., Edinburgh, is admitted to be the 
finest in the Wodd. 

The Museum contains many relics and mementoes of the 
Poet's Life, and the most valuable and interesting collection of 
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including a copy of the famous First Edition, published in 
Kilmarnock, 1786. 

The M(YlIIUment is open frfYT(/, 10 a.m. till dusk every day. S'lIIIIilayexcepted. 
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Do you know your Native Land ? 
____ e ____ _ ------------

HAVE YOU VISITED 

THE HOMES AND · HAUNTS 
OF 

SCOTT 
AND 

BURNS? 

READ 
THERF. is hardly a spot in Scotland over which 
the lives and genills of these poets have cast 
a spl.ndour or a spell to which one may 
not travel now in one 01 the magnificently· 
equipped carriages 01 the Caledonian Railway 
Company, and, if one can spare the time, 
there could hardly he a more melOOrable pil. 
!!rimage than that to the homes and haunts 
of Scott and Burns. 

THIS I 
The H o~s and H aunts of Soott and Burns 

i. the title 01 a handsome new book of 104 
pages, heautifully printed and illustrated. 

The book carries the reader in most de· 
lightful fashion through the scenes connected 
with all the most interesting events and 
adventures, both 01 the lives 01 Scott and 
Burns, and 01 their works 01 genius. 

It is not a common guide book, but shows the 
tourist how best to visit the numerous places 
with which Scott and Burns are associated. 

You CAN OBTAIN A COpy OF THIS BEAUTIFUL BOOK FOR 60 STAMPS ON APPLICATION TO 
GENERAL SUPERIN.TENDENT (OEP. E), CALEDONIAN RAILWAY, 302 BUCHANAN ST., GLASGOW. 

CENTRAL STATION HOTEL, GLASGOW. } Under the Management of the 
PRiNCES STREET STATIO,. HOTEL, EDINBURGH. Oompany. Alr on Platform 
STATION HOTEL, PERTH. and Str .. t Level. 

GL.l.S80W, 1909. o. CAL THROP, Gen.ra! Manager. 
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PRE-FACE. 

IN the .course of the ,year, owing to the exceptional circumstances 

in which they found themselv.:es placed, the Executive of the 

Federation found -it necessary to take .over all responsibility 

connected with the publishing of the Chronicle, and they have 

m,uch reason to congratulate themselves on the success which has 

,attended their efforts, and the lqyal support .they have .received 

from a laT,ge numher-af tile Federated Clubs. 

The -Editor also has been well supported, .and feels .con

.fident that the present issue will recommend itself as ,maintaining 

the reputation 'which the Chronicle has already made as a reliable 

authority on everything relating to 'Burnsand ·Bllmsian.literature. 

BEN RIG, KILMAURS, 

December 25th, 1908. 

D. M'NAUGHT, .. 

Editor. 



A SKETCH OF SCOTTISH LITERATURE 

FROM THE EARLIEST TI MES. 

CHAP7ER V. 

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

JAMES MACPHERSON, who was designated by Dr Johnson 
the father of Ossian, may be taken as an appropriate author 

with whom to commence the present chapter, for the obvious reason 
that the poems of Ossian made an almost phenomenal impression 
on many of the leaders of taste and literature in Scotland and 

England, not only on their first appearance but 
James Macpherson. indeed long after. In spite of their solemn 

I738-I798. 
pomp and grand eloquence the poems appealed 

to so many in the country in which they were published 
that it seems strange they have so long and so completely lost 
their power and fascination. Whatever may be thought of the 
Ossianic poems at this time of day, however, they undoubtedly 
exercised an important influence on the romantic movement in 
European literature. They were translated into most of the 
European languages, and received with an eclat which is well. 
nigh incredible to a more matter-oC-fact generation. Napoleon 
the First carried them in his knapsack when on his· campaigns, 
and read and re-read them With increasing interest; Herder and 
Schiller were charmed with them; Goethe was greatly influenced 
by them, and in his "Sorrows 0/ Werther" he says "Ossian 
has taken the place of Homer in my heart and imagination." 
When W erther visits Charlotte for the la,t time he reads 
to her the greater portion of Ossian's "Songs of Selma." 
To wander in imagination over pathless wilds surroundeci by 
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impetuous whirlwinds, or to contemplate the pale moon as she 
sinks beneath the waves of the rolling sea corresponded with the 
gloomy and perturbed condition of Werther's mind at the lime. 
It is difficult to account for this great popularity, except that the 
poems of Ossian just appeared at the psychological moment when 
so many people h~d become dissatisfied with the old ideas in the 
theological as well as the general literature of the age and time. 
For one thing, the supreme influence theology formerly exercised 
over the minds and imagination of men was fast giving way before 
the rising tide of rationalism which had acquired greater vitality 
by the writings of the encyclopredists. Moreover, the Ossianic 
craze was indicative of the desire for an extension of historical 
interest, and the deep-rooted dissatisfaction which prevailed 
respecting the old state of things was striving to find expression 
in the vague discontent of Wertherism. Roughly speaking this 
was the cast of mind which led to a new departure in the litf'rary 
spirit of the age, though perhaps not the direct cause of the new 
dep trture itself. It can fairly be claimed at all events that the 
Ossianic poems were one of the many impulses which disclosed 
the utter inadequacy of the old clothing for the new thoughts 
which wen:: pressing themselves upon the philosophical, religious, 
and political systems of the period, and in turn were assuming 
such a variety of literary forms far too complex to be summed 
up in any particular formula. It may be claimed for Macpherson 
that an author whose achievements either as a translator or as an 
original poet became so great a factor in the literary sentiment of 
h"is day and generation, is entitled to more than a passing 
reference. James Macpherson, related to the chief of the clan 
of that name in the Highlands of Scotland, was the son of a 
small farmer, and was born at Ruthven in the county of Inverness 
in 1738. After receiving the necessary elementary education he 
was sent to King's College, Aberdeen, where he remained about 
two years, during which he manifested no exceptional gifts 
or close attention to study, but was occasionally accused of 
diverting the younger students from their studies in class by his 
humorous and doggerel rhymes. This was the first manifestation 
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of his latent talents, which appeared to be striving for an outlet to 
-express themselves in a more artistic manner. Our author's first 
ambitious effort was the publication of the" Highlander" in 1758, 
when twenty years of age. The "Highlander" was a heroic poem 
in six cantos, and was eminently suggestive of a rugged and 
un?ultured genius; indeed, such as might be expected to emanate 
from a rustic youth with a superabundance of health and vitality. 
With the growth of taste and discretion, however, he soon became 
ashamed of his first production, and endeavoured to withdraw it 
from circulation, but its circulation had been so limited that he 
might have saved himself the trouble. Like so many other Scots 
~tudents at the time, Macpherson was destined for the Church, 
but became a schoolmaster in the Charity School at Ruthven of 
Bendenoch, subsequently becoming private tutor in the family of 
Graham of Balgowan, Member of Parliament for Perthshire. In 
the course of his travels in 1759 with young Balgowan, who after
wards became Lord Lynedock, he met at Moffat Wells the Rev. 
John Home, author of Douglas, to whom he showed what he 
~aid were fragments of ancient Gaelic poetry still recited in the 
Highlands of Scotland. Home was at once full of delight and 
enthusiasm for what he believed was new-found knowledge, and 
his curiosity knew no bound3; but Macpherson, calm and to all 
appearance unmoved, assured him that one of the favourite 
amusements of the Highlander on his native heath was to listen 
to the tales and compositions of their ancient bards, of which the 
fragments he had shown him were examples. With the thought 
of Olympia vividly before his mind, and an ambition to exalt his 
native Highlands to equal importance with ancient Greek com
petitors in poetry and eloquence, Macpherson insinuated that 
these fragments were illustrative in some degree of the pathos 
and excellent poetical power which had hitherto been concealed 
from a great portion of the literary world. The author of 
Douglas prevailed upon Macpherson to give him a few more 
examples of what he led him to infer were translations from this rich 
mine of Gaelic poetry. These he obtained and conveyed to Dr 
Hugh Blair, Professor of Rhetoric and Belles-lettres in Edinburgh 
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University, who published them without further delay. The 
result was, the reading public was surprised, in 1760, by the 

volume entitled }fragments of Andent Gaelic Poetry, collected in 
the Highlands of Scotland, and translated from the Gaelic or 
Erse language. The Poet Gray, Professor Adam Ferguson, John 
Home, Dr Blair, with other competent judges, were lavish in 
their praise, and a subscription was made to enable Macpherson 
to exploit the Highlands with the object of collecting other pieces. 
To all appearance this tour was eminently successful, for in 
1761 Macpherson published" Fingal," an epic poem in six books, 
and in 1 763 "Temora," another epic in eight books-and all the 
world wondered. It was assumed that as far back as the third or 
fourth century, away among the remote mountains and islands of 
Scotland, there existed a people who not only exhibited generous 
and heroic qualities but a strong poetic fen'our which had been 
nourished and kept aglow by oral tradition through untold 
centuries. Several had their doubts about the authenticity of the 

,poems, others disbelieved; but a stiii greater number clung to 
the idea, as Gibbon put it, that" Fingal fought and Ossian sang ;" 
for, even though it might be an illusion, it had all the charrn of 
romance, and could not be lightly surrendered. By way of a 
test, David Hume put the question on a very simple issue: 
"Show us the original poems from which you say these 
translations have been made, and tell us how they have 
been thus wonderfully preserved during so many centuries." 
To Hume's pointed appeal Macpherson haughtily refused 
to give the public any satisfaction on the subject. The 
sullen silence of Macpherson was likely to mar more than one 
reputation among the critics, and Dr Blair, the chief among them, 
exerted himself to procure at second-hand a variety of testimonies 
in favour of the, authenticity of the poems he had so persistently 
and eloquently advocated. The upshot was' that Dr Blair collected 
and published eleven different letters from men of reputed 
authority in the Highlands, to the effect that in 1763, when 
"Fingal" and "Temora" wen~ published, several people were living 
in the Highlands and islands of Scotland, who had either Gaelic 



manuscripts in their possession or could recite long p.lssages from 
traditionary Gaelic poetry, similar in subject and composition to 
those published in English by James Macpherson. But this was 
not deemed sufficient by many to allay the suspicion which still 
dung to Macpherson, and they persistently and erophatically 
demanded a sight of the original poems before the accusation of 
fraud against him could be withdrawn. It was all to no . purpose 
however, the originals were not produced, and the question 
remained in this unsatisfactory condition; but amid the strife of 
controversy James Macpherson escaped for a time with the 
£ J 200 the publication of the poems had yielded him. In the 
meantime he was appointed Secretary to Governor J ohnson at 
Pensacola; but he soon quarrelled with his employer, and after 
visiting the West Indian Islands and the North American Colonies 
he returned to his native land. He lost no time after his return 
in resuming his literary activity, and, joining the ranks of historical 
writers, he wrote a work entitled An Intruduction to the 
History 0/ Great Bn·tain and Scotland. The impression he wished 
to convey was that this work was undertaken for his own amuse-· 
ment more than anything else, but it was not accepted in this 
light by the reading public. He had given it to the world, and it 
was now public property, subject to the approval or disapproval 
of all who might or might not take it seriously. Consequently 
the Rev. Mr Whitaker, the author of The History 0/ Manchester, 

took a. strong and serious view of the whole business, and he 
was an antiquarian of no mean order. In the very name of the 
book battle was scented from afar, for it bore the title of The 
Genuine History of the Britons Asserted, and was written as 
a refutation of Macpherson's work. In the course of the intro
duction of this volume Whitaker says that "Macpherson's Intro
duction has thrown back the progress of historical knowledge, 
and has once more involved the annals in all the sophistry of 
fiction and fancy." Indeed, the work has little or no claim to 
rank as authentic history, but rather appears as if Macpherson 
had spun history out of his own bowels as the spider ;pins its 
web, and is only worth perusal on account of the elegance of its 
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style and its luxuriant fancy. Just as he wove a web of poetic 
fancy round Celtic tradition, so he creates a Celtic Paradise in 
which the early Caledonians were invested with romantic garb 
more rich and fanciful than is even remotely hinted at in the 
pages of Tacitus. With all his ambition and unscrupulousness 
Macpherson was a man of varied gifts and accomplishments, and 
he next assumed the role of a Greek scholar by producing in 
1773 a translation of Homer's Il£ad, in the same kind of poetical 
prose as his poems of Ossian, which was variously estimated. To 
some it gave much satisfaction, and even delight, but the m!tjority 
of competent judges received it with ridicule, and pronounced it 
a pompous performance conceived in extreme bad taste. By this 
time the dispute as to the authenticity of the poems of Ossian 
had almost spent its fury, but it was revived again by Dr Samuel 
Johnson with that acrimony of which he was so capable, having 
become more firmly convinced than ever by his tour with Boswell 
to the Hebrides that the poems were an imposture. Johnson's 
denunciation roused Macpherson to the pitch of threatening his 
critic with personal chastisement suggestive of the prize-ring 
rather than the duel which was the fashion amongst gentlemen of 
the day who had literary and political disputes to settle. To this 
threat Dr J ohnson wrote a characteristic reply, which is so well 
known that it need not be reproduced in detail, except to say that 
it also sugg~sts the prize-ring, with the proviso " that what he could 
not do himself the law should do for him." Although Macpherson 
took no further notice of Jolinson, the doctor's defiant attitude 
appears to have subdued his contumacious tone of mind and 
recalled him to reason, for he at once settled down to the writing 
of a history of Great Britain from the Restoration to the Accession 
of the House of Hanover. The work was completed and published 
m 177 S' in two volumes, and differed in every particular 

,from the Introduction to the History of Great Britain and 
Scotland, which so kindled the ire of Mr Whitaker. Like 
its forerunner, however, this work also produced a great deal 
of irritation and censure, especially among the old Whigs, because 
of its ruthless discounting of many of the pious fictions which 
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had hitherto lent lustre and glory to the part the Whigs played in 
the events of the Revolution. The anger and denunciation of the 
Whigs, like a stormy sea against a rock-bound coast, spent its 
fury in vain, for the Original Papers from which Macpherson had 
evolved his history defied contradiction and criticism. Obviously 
it was a strange irony of Fate that the same individual who exhi
bited so much anger and disdain when his own critics demanded 
the productio'u of the original documents of the Ossianic poems, 
should now triumph on the strength of original documents and 
novelty of treatment, which more than all else constitute the true 
basis of authentic history. Although this historical treatise was 
rendered so impregnable by the author's modus operandi, it only con
firmed the opinion of his critics that jf it had been in his power to 
produce the original poems ascribed to Ossian he would have done 
so rather than have suffered the humiliation his Highland pride 
sustained. The tact and ability Macpherson manifested in writ
ing history inspired the confidence of the Government of the 
Duke of Grafton, who induced him to combat the arguments put 
forward by the advocates of American Independence-a task 
which he willingly undertook. With this object in view he wrote 
a pamphlet, which was published in 1776 and circulated in poli
tical circles with much industry. Four years later, and under the 
auspices of the same Government, he also wrote A History of 
the Oppositz"on in Parliament during the Session of I779, which 
soon became immensely popular by reason of its ability and the 
elegance of its style. It was believed that the author of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire was the only writer of the 
day who could command the grand style to the same extent, and 
for some time after it was published it was generally ascribed to 
Gibbon. By this time Macpherson had established his reputation 
as a writer of history on a solid basis, and as a reward for hIS 

political services he was appointed agent for the Nabob of 
Arcot, in whose interest he employed his talents to the 
satisfaction of the great trader and all else concerned. During 
his connection with this office Macpherson's pen was 
seldom inactive, and among other productions he wrote the 
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"Letters from Mohammed Ali Chan, Nabob of Arcot, to the 
Court of Directors, to which is annexed a State of Facts relative 
to Tllnjore, with an Appendix of Original Papers," published 1777, 
besides a fragment of a work on the East Indian Company. 
Owing to his industry and genius Macpherson had now attained 
a position of wealth and influence, which not only astonished 
those who had been acquainted with him in his early days, but 
made him sufficiently popular to secure a seat in Parliament. 
In 1780 he was returned for the Borough of Camelford, and re
elected by the same constituency jQ, I 784-1 790. At this time of 
day it is difficult to understand how he retained the support and 
confidence of his constituency, for he does not appear ever to 
have spoken in support of or against any measure brought before 
the House during the whole course of his Parliamentary repre
sentation. To a generation far removed from the din and strife 
incurred regarding the authenticity of the Ossianic poems, it may 
fairly be assumed that Macpherson has not had the justice done 
to his genius and talent they deserve. 

Whatever may be said in depreciation of the construction of 
the poetry itself, with its inflated metaphor and bombast, it must 
be admitted that Macpherson has conveyed in it the thought and 
spirit of the Celtic genius, as it was and as it may still be found 
in the cha.racter and thought of the Northern Gael. The attempt 
to inspire 'the public with the belief that the poems of Ossian 
were translated from Gaelic originals when the greater number of 
them emanated from his own pen, did not say much for his 
honesty, though it is highly creditable to his genius. Moreover, 
his moral character in other respects was not beyond reproach, 
and that was fatal to his literary reputation at a time when the 
public refused to judge a man's works apart from the character of 
the man himself. Even Dr Johnson, in his menacing letter to 
Macpherson respecting the authenticity of the Ossianic poems, 
did not refrain from dragging Macpherson's moral character into 
public view. " What I hear of your morals," he says, "inclines 
me to pay regard not to what you shall say, but what you shall 
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prove." At such a time it were needless to urge in mitigation of 

his offences against society morals that he was not so callous as 

to cast his illicit offspring on a cold, uncharitable world 

unprovided for, with the disgrace of their parentage upon 

their innocent heads, but he left them each a substantial 

legacy so that they might have a more favourable start in life than 

had fallen to his own lot. With regard to his vanity there can be 

no two opinions, and the vanity which was so much a part of his 

life clung to him in the hour of death. Lest posthumous fame 

should fail, he left a sum of money to defray the expenses of 

erecting a monument on his own estate of Belville, in Scotland, 

and instructions in his will that his body should be taken from 

Scotland and interred in Westminster Abbey, where it was laid in 

Poets' Corner. When James Macpherson made his debut in the 

world of letters his claim was merely that of the translator, but 

when he made his final exit from it he evidently desired to estab

lish for himself the more presumptuous claim of poet. There is 

little doubt but the Ossianic poems are all, or nearly all, the work 

of Macphersom's own hand, and in spite of all that has been said 

to the contrary by advocates of their Gaelic origin, they could be 

produced by a youth of a romantic turn of mind, superior ability, 

and poetic gift. To whatever extent Macpherson may have 

incorporated the poetic spirit of the Highland Celt in these 

poems, they appeared to h:l.Ve appealed to a sentiment which was 

prevalent throughout Europe at the time. Indeed, some perma

nent results of the Ossianic movement may be cetected even in 

the later literature which prides itself in declaring its complete 

emancipation from its influence. Beyond being affected in a 

similar manner by the prevailing sentiment, there is little in the 

poems which specially appeal to the poetic sentiment of the Low

land Scot and his Saxon neighbour, except in an antiquarian 

sense, which gradually disappeared as soon as their authenticity 

was seriously questioned. Considerable space has thus been 

given to Macpherson owing to the vogue Ossian -orice had in 

literary circles. 
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Little need be devoted to our next author, J ames Muirhead, 
though he recalls U5 more directly to the poetical sentiment of the 

Lowlander. He was a small light among larger 
James Muirhead I' . 'b h 

7 808 'conste latlOns, for he mIght be descn ed as t e 
1 42-1 . 

poet of one song, but the ballad literature which 
does not include" Bess, the Gawkie," cannot be called quite com
plete. This well-known song, which has been so long popular in 
the West of Scotland, is said to have had its origin in a 
love affair connected with its author which had occurred 
during his college curriculum.. Whether this may be so or 
not, it has long survived the circumstances which are said 
to have inspired it. " Bess, the Gawkie," is characteristic 
of its author, and contains a pawkie humour which prevails in 
his prose writings and sermons. J ames Muirhead was the eldest 
son of Muirhead of Logan, in Kirkcudbrightshire, a well-known 
and celebrated family. He was born in East Logan in 1742, and 
was educated at the Dumfries Grammar School, subsequently 
going to Edinburgh University at the age of twelve with the view 
of studying the law, but he soon gave it up for Divinity. While at 
Edinburgh he was regarded by his fellow-students as a young man 
far above the average in ready wit and general ability. In 1770 

he was ordained minister of the Parish Church of Urr, in Kirk
cudbrightshire.. On the death of his father he succeeded to the 
family property· of Logan, which made him a freeholder, entitling 
him to a county vote. On more than one occasion he came into 
<.OIlision with the poet Burns, and belonging as they did to 
different political parties they indulged in lampooning each other 
when party feeling ran high. In 1796 Muirhead received the 
degree of D. D. from Edinburgh University, and was afterwards 
known as Dr Muirhead of Logan. He was succeeded in the 
Parish Church of Urr by Alexander Murray, the famous linguist, 
who from a shepherd boy became the greatest linguist of his day. 
While Murray was residing at the :\:Ianse of Urr, a despatch from 
the Governor of Tigree in Abyssinia to George Ill. was sent 
to him by the Marquis Wellesley as the only person in the 
British dominions likely to he able to transla~e it, which 
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he did without difficulty, receiving the thanks of the King and 

Government. 
LIke Muirhead, John Ewen has been immortalised by one 

song, but he is even less famous than the author of " Bess, the 
Gawkie," inasmuch as it is not known that he 

John Ewen, 
1741-1821. 

wrote anything else save "The Boatie Rows." 
Ewen had the reputation of being a man of 

musical talent and lyrical taste. He was a native of Montrose, 
and son of a tinker, was born 1741, and the assumption is that 
his education was only such as qualified him for a business career. 
While in his teens he followed the trade of a pedlar, which he 
must have plied with some degree of success. When he was 
about twenty years of age he settled in Aberdeen as a hardwnre 
merchant, and built up a considerable fortune without meanness. 
Indeed, he had the reputation of being a highly intelligent man. 
and of a charitable disposition. " The Boatie Rows" was a great 
favourite with Burns, who thought it worthy to rank with" There's 
Nae Luck Aboot the House." "Ca' the Yowes to the 
Knowes," in one form or other has had a popularity equal 
to, if it does not really surpass, that of "The Boatie Row~"r 
and we are indebted to Isobel Pagan, 1741-1821, for Ihe 
first version of it. The authoress is included among the 
Ayrshire contemporaries of Burns, though the Poet does not 
appear ever to have met her; otherwise we should have known of 
it, as she was just one of those personalities with whom Burns 
would have enjoyed a fusilade of repartee and wit. The vivaciolls 
Isobel was born in Ayrshire in 1741, and lived most of her days 
in a hovel near Muirkirk, Ayrshire, where she was known to have 
done a trade in smuggled whisky. She is said to have amused 
her customers with her sarcastic wit as well as entertained them 
with songs of merriment. Her voc-al powers were well known in 
the district, where she had a reputation for natural gifts and origi
~ality. In 1805 there was published at Gla~gow a collection of 
songs and poems under her name, but no great- merit can be 
claimed for them except the song referred to above, and to which 
~ight perhaps be added the song entitled "The Crook and 



Plaid." The last verse of her excellent song, "Ca' the Yowes to 

the Knowes," was written by Burns, and is as follows :-

" While waters wimple to the sea, 
While day blinks i' the lift sae hie, 
Till clay-cauld death shall blin'. my e'e, 

Ye aye shall be my dearie_" 

Readers need scarcely be reminded that another .set of words 

with the same title was also written by Burns_ Isobel Pagan 

~uggests another authoress who may be referred to in the same 

connection, though she was known apart from her poetical efforts 

as the wife of John Hunter, the distinguished Edinburgh surgeon. 

Mrs Hunter, 1742-182I, was a person of superior intellectual 
gifts, and wrote verses from an early age, which were not published 

in a collected form till 1802. When the volume appeared it was 

subjected to a fierce criticism by J effrey, the editor of the Edin
burgh Review, who, during his connection with that periodical 

succeeded in killing more than one literary reputation. Irre
spective of this, however, it is to her honour that her songs were 

set to music by Haydn, and were at one time popular. The one 

which is best remembered by a later generation is that entitled 

" ~fy Mother Bids Me Bind my Hair," nor is the one entitled 

"To-morrow" void of fine sentiment and genuine poetry. Per

haps no one song has been more popular in Scotland than 

"Cauld Kail in Aberdeen," and no better proof can be given Of 
this than the fact that there are five different versions of it in exist

ence. Two of these are anonymous, and will be found in Herd's 

collection and in Dale's Scottish Songs. A third was written 

by William Reid, a bookseller in Glasgow, whose only title to 

remembrance is this one production, a fourth was by Lady Nairn, 

the authoress of the "Land of the Leal," and the fifth and best 

was written by Alexander, the fou~th Duke of Gordon, 1734-1827. 
The Duke of Gordon had the reputation of being the most gifted 

nobleman of his time. His love of field sports and expel't 

knowledge of them have long survived him, and he was also a 

man of great military tact and skill, having at one time raised at 

his own expense two Highland regiments for the King; but he is 

best known to a later generation as the patron of Burns. 



Amongst this small group. of mlllor songsters the name of 
WiHiam Watson,must be included. He, was a tailor to trade, and as 

tradition has it, made Lord Byron's first pair of 
'Wllliam Watson, breeks. Watson was a native of Aberdeen and 

1744-1831. ' , 
was a man of a good deal of intelligence and 

originality, being popularly known as Deacon Watson; Although 

his individuality may have had something to do with the pre
servation of his name, his song, <, The Kail Brose of Scotland," 

has had more. In this song there is a strong admixture of 
patriotic sentiment, humour, and vivacity, which is said to have 

been inspired under the following circumstances. Ouring the 
American War there was an English regiment quartered at 
Aberdeen, and with the pleasant ~ecollections of the past vividly 

before their mind they often played "The Roast Beef of Old 
England." Watson, feeling his national dignity deeply touched, 
produced as a counterblast, "The Kail Brose of Scotland," from 
which the following lines are quoted :-

" When Wallace and Bruce turned the chase on their foes. 
They saired them 0' fighting wi' very few blows, 
The bauldest cried out, 'Let us turn, they've got brose!' 

Oh, the kail brose of auld Scotland, 
And oh, the Scottish kail brose ; 

Then our sodgers were steel frae the heel to the nose, 
Wi' the plaid and the kilt, the claymore, and the hose, 
And the bag 0' oatmeal at their backs to be brose. 

Oh, the kail brose," &c. 

His other most popular song is "The Wee Wifukie," which is 
more distinguished for its humorous incident than its good poetry, 
and was for some time attributed to Alexander Geddes, but 
Watson's authorship is now firmly established. 

James Fordyce also claims a passing notice. He was a native 
of Aberdeen, and became a Presbyterian minister, who, in addition 

to being a poet, had other literary gifts which 
James Fordyce, made him popular in his day. He published 

1720. 1796. 
a number of sermons and clerical studies 

which were much admired for their grace of style. His 

first appointment was that of minister of Brechin, and sub
sequently of a Presbyterian Church in London, where his 
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preaching was much admired, attracting large congrega
tions_ The distinguished actor, David Garrick, occasionally 
.attended his Church, to which he was attracted by his superb 
oratory, of which he spoke in the highest terms. To Fordyce's 
·other qualities must be added an admirable character and dis
position; but he was a man of too liberal views to be cribbed, 
cabined, and confined within the limits of any particular creed, 
and he was more devoted to ethical principles than theological 
formulre. After a misunderstanding with his colleague, which 
induced a split in his congregation, his popularity slowly but 
-steadily declined, and in 1783 he left London, retiring first to 
H:tmpshire, and finally to Bath, where he died in 1796. In 1786 
he published a volume of poems, and in 1788, two years after
wards, there was published at Edinburgh, A Collection of 
Hymns and Sacred Poems, bearing the name of James Fordyce, 
which must be assigned to the same pen. His song entitled 
"The Black Eagle" has in it a tinge of melancholy, indicative of 
the closing years of hIs gradually saddening liCe. It was written 
by him for a pathetic air of that name in Oswald's Collection of 
Scots Tunes. 

Hector Macneill, who is entitled to a more important 
position, is perhaps better known to his countrymen tha'n any 

one of the half-dozen preceding authors alluded 
Hector Macneill, to and the quantity of his poetry not to men-

1746-1818. ' , 
tion its quality, is greater than that of all of them 

put together. In his own day his reputation was made by 
"Scotland's Scaith," or "Will and Jean," but in more recent 
times he is better known for his lyrical productions, which are at 
least half-a-dozen in number. Hector Macneill, though descended 
from an old Highland family, was born at Rosebank, on the 
classic banks of the river Esk, near Edinburgh. He was sent 
to the Stirling Grammar School, where he had all the advantages 
of first:class instruction from the learned Dr David Doig, who 
w~s not only known for his dissertations on mythology, mysteries, 
.and philosophy, but for his controversy with Lord Kames on the 
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early history of man; and in him Lord Kames recognised·a foe
man worthy of his steel. In his early years Macneill led an 
adventurous life with the view of catching "Dame Fortune's golden 
smile," which was engendered by the impecunious circumstances 
of his youth. Being an impressionable youth, like Robert Burns 
he owed his first poetical inspiration to the tender passions, 
though it is generally believed that those youthful effusions 
have not been preserved. N or were his efforts wholly con
fined to song-writing, for at an early period he made a 
venture in prose with a legendary tale entitled "The Harp." 
Soon after he cpllllllenced it, however, he embarked for 
Jamaica, the result being that "The Harp" was laid aside 
for the time-being. Very soon after he arrived in Jamaica 
he realised that there was a great difference between the 
adventurer's dream and actual experience, and determined to 
return to his native land. On his passage home he wrote the 
sxond and conduding part of the tale, which was published in 
its complete form at Edinburgh in 1789. He had not been long 
in Scotland before he was induced to embark for the Elst Indies 
by the prospect of a favourable settlement, but he had scarcely 
settled down in the East Indies when his prospects were shattered 
by a change in the administration, and he was compelled to return 
to his native country a second time. Disappointment does not 
appear to have soured his disposition, or darkened his outlook 
upon the world, and he commenced song-writing in his native 
vt:rnacular with the utmost good spirit. Among our author's 
songs which are still popular in Scotland may be cited, "0 Tell 
Me how for to Woo," "The Lammie," "I Loo'd ne'er a Laddie but 
ane," "Jeanie's black e'e," "Come under my Plaidie," and 
.. Saw ye my Wee Thing," Macneill was thoroughly imbued 
with the idea that music should play an important part in all 
successful song-writing, and the songs cited were composed to 
existing pastoral and Gaelic airs. While his songs were .delight
ing to many of his countrymen, his state of health was so cap
ricious that the power to either read or write had well-nigh 
forsook him but; the charm of music and song still held him 
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under their spell, and we find him describing his condition 
thus-

" Kind, leil companion, without thee, 
Ah 1 well a-day, what should I be 
When jeer'd by fools wha canna see 

My inward pain; 
Aneath thy sheltering wing I flee, 

And mak' my name. 

There, seated, smiling by my side, 
For hours together wilt thou bide, 
Chanting auld tales 0' martial pride, 

And love's sweet smart, 
Till, glowing warm, thy numbers glide 

Straight to the heart 

'Tis then wi' powerful plastic hand 
Thou wav'st thy magic-working wand, 
And stirring up ideas grand 

That fire the brain, 
Aft whirl'st me swift to Fairy-land, 

'Mang fancy's train." 

Not able to use his pen, he cOluposed, by the helIJ of memory, 
long poems without committing a single line to paper. " Scot
land's Scaith," or the .• History of Will and Jean; "The Waes 0' 

\Var;" "The Links 0' Forth;" and" The Scottish Muse" were 
all composed in this way, quickly following each other. "Will 
and Jean," the most distinguished of these, went through five 
editions of fifteen hundred copies each in seven weeks, and 
during the course of the year it reached a fourteenth edition. In 
the dedication of the poem to Dr David Doig, his old tutor, he 
says, "Impressed with the baneful consequences inseparable 
from an inordinate use of ardent spirits among the lower orders 
of society, and anxious to contribute something that might at 
least tend to retard the contagion of so dangerous an evil, it was 
conceived in the ardour of philanthropy." The concluding verse 
of " Will and Jean" is just a trifle crude; the author is evidently 
so deeply impressed \I ith the evils whisky has brought upon poor 
Caledonia that he has sacrificed art to vehemence, and concluded 
a poem of much excellency with a shriek. Taking the poem as 
a whole, however, it is simple and natural, and the dramatIc 
situations are reached with skill and effect, manifesting much true 
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and genuine passion. "The Waes 0' War" is evidently written 
with the view of ilIustrating the painful climax to the history of 
"Will and Jean," who, after three years' separation, are re-united, 
during which time they experienced many hardships and the 
direst pO\·erty. 

.. After three lang years' affliction, 
A' their waes now hush'd to rest, 

Jean ance mair in fond affection 
Clasps her WiJlie to her breast; 

Tells him a' her sad, sad suffering, 
How she wandered, starving, poor, 

Gleaning Pity's scanty offerings 
Wi' three bairns frae door to door." 

When Macnelll returned to Scotland from the Indies in 1800, he 
found that his works were still in general request, and surrep-. 
titious editions of many of his songs being set to music and 
offered for sale in shops, he was induced to publish a complete 
collected edition of his works. After being revised by the author 
the collection appeared in 1801 in two volumes, and soon became 
popular with the general public, going through several editions in 
the next ten years. In 18 I 2 a third edition was published, to which 
a war-song was added, entitled" The Battle of Barrosa," which did 
not enhance his fame in any way, and it would have been as well if 
it had been excluded altogt:ther. Some versatility can be claimed 
for our author even in his later years, for in 1811-12 he appeared 
in a new literary function by the publication of a series of works, 
two of which were entitled "By-Gane Times and Late Come 
Changes," and" Town Fashions," which were presented in verse. 
The third was a historical tale, entitled The Scottish Adventurers, 
or the Way to Rise. All three were designed to show that with 
by-gane times, wisdom and morality and many of the virtues 
which were manifest in the character of the people of old were 
gradually but surely vanishing. The assumption is that ill-health 
had ploughed deeply into his constitution, and thus he was pre
disposed to judge events through the" sere and yellow leaf," only 
seeing degeneracy and corruption in the changing conditions of 
~oral and intellectual lire. If the literary ef{"ortlJ of l\iacoeiU ha.d 
terminated with his collected works his fame would not have 

:I 
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suffered to the same extent, but he attempted to add to his well
earned laurels when his physical nature could give no new 
stimulus to"thought, but only have a deteriorating effect on his 

mind. 
In one respect at least the life of Michael Bruce differed 

from that of Hector Macneill. While Macneill lived till old age 
bound him to the past, and his outlook upon 

Michael Bruce, life became narrow and circumscribed, Bruce 
1746-1767. 

was cut off in the spring-time of his age before 
his intellectual faculties were matured or had a chance of attain
ing the full measure of their strength. Michael Bruce was born 
in 1746, of poor parents, at Kinnesswood in Kinross-shire, where 
his father was a weaver, and a man with a deep sense of religious 
duty which generated the desire to give his children as good an 
education as his humble circumstances would allow. To further 
this end Michael was put to herd cattle in the summer months in 
the vicinity of Loch Leven, amid the scenery overlooking tl:e 
loch and its ruined castle with its romantic associations of the 
past. There he held communion with Nature, getting poetical 
inspiration amid its solitude, where the day-dreams of his boy
hood were seldom disturbed by the sight of a fellow mortal. 
When in his fifteenth year a relation of his father left him a small 
legacy, amounting to a little over £11, which his father carefully 
set aside for the education of his son, thus furnishing another 
proof of the love of education among the poorer classes in Scot
land, which has made North Britain a power throughout the 
world. He went to college in December, 1762, just when 
he was about sixteen years of age, and was enrolled a student 
at Edinburgh University, where he was soon distinguished 
for general proficiency and taste in poetry, which was 
esteemed among the Scottish peasantry as the acme of all literary 
attainment. After attending college for three sessions he became 
a schoolmaster at Gairney Bridge on a salary of £11 per annum, 
but soon gave it up for one which held out better prospects at a' 
place called Forest Mill, on 'the banks of the Devon, in Clack~ 
mannanshire. While at Gairney Bridge, he had formed an! 
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attachment to a young woman, and wrote on the occasion of his 

departure a song called "Lochleven no More," (in imitation of 
Allan Ramsay's " Lochaber no More,") from which the following 
verses are taken :-

" Farewell to Lochleven and Gairney's fair stream, 
How sweet on its banks of my Peggy to dream; 
But now I must go to a far distant shore, 
And I'll maybe return to Lochleven no more. 

No more in the spring shall I walk with my dear, 
Where gowans bloom bonny and Gairney runs clear; 
Far hence I must wander-my pleasure is o'er, 
Since I'll see my dear maid and Lochleven no more." 

It was in 1765 he completed his Arts course and entered the 
Divinity Hall in connection with the Burgher or Association· 

Synod with the view of becoming a minister, which was still 
regarded in Scotland as the profession most favourable for the < 
attainment of social and intellectual distinction. The idea of 
having a son" to wag his head in a pU'pit" was the one dream of 
ambition which took possession of the Scottish mother in circum-< 
stances however humble, irrespective of qualification for such a 

profession; thus many a poor minister has been made, and good 
cobbler, tinkler, or tailor lost to the community. Bruce's absence 
from Lochleven and the object of his affection was not destined 
to be for long, and though he manfully struggled against failing 
health at Forest Hill for a while, he was soon compelled to return 
to his father's cottage and the associations of his early youth, to 
remain till he was separated from them for ever. Consumption 
had become firmly fixed on a constitution predisposed to weak
ness from the first. It was in this state, and from his father's 

cottage, he wrote his" Elegy," with the full consciousness that the 
grave was not far distant, which is clearly indicated in the course 

of the poem :-
" Now Spring returns, but not to me returns 

The vernal joy my better years have known; 
Dim in my breast life's dying taper burns, 

And all the joys of life with health are flown. 

Farewell ye blooming fields, ye cheerful plains, 
Enough for me the churchyard's lonely mound, 

Where Melancholy with still silence reigns, 
And the rank grass waves o'er the cheerless ground." 
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The "Elegy" is perhaps Bruce's finest po.em, tho.ugh we get' 
a stro.ng echo. o.f Blair's grave in its do.leful strains; but his circum
stances o.ffer mo.re justificatio.n fo.r such strains than did Blair's 
circumstances. In claiming fo.remo.st place fo.r the "Elegy" 
amo.ng Bruce's po.ems, an exceptio.n sho.uld be made with respect 
to. the" Cucko.o.," the authorship o.f which has so. lo.ng been a 
subject o.f dispute.· It was first included amo.ng Bruce's po.ems, 
published in 1770, by his co.llege friend Jo.hn Lo.gan, and after
wards included amo.ng Lo.gan's o.wn po.ems, published in 178X. 

One o.f the prin.cipal claims given in favo.ur of Logan'S autho.rship 
i~ that the" Cucko.o." is superio.r to. a\1Y o.f Bruce's o.ther po.ems, 
aQd that Lo.gan lived to. create a higher literary reputation than 
could be claimed fo.r his dead friend. It should be 
remembered at the same time that Logan had a longer lease 
of life and experience of the world in which to mature his talents, 
and it proves no.tbing respecting the merit of the "Cucko.o," fo.r 
when he first published it he was abo.ut the age when Bruce died, 
therefore, in po.int o.f age and experience no. additio.nal advantages 
can be claimed fo.r Lo.gan. 

In Dr M'Kelvie's editio.n o.f Bruce's poems! published in 1837, 
and that o.f Dr A. H. Gro.sard, published in 1865-86, valuable 
evidence is given in favo.ur of Bruce's authorship, and it wo.uld be 
difficult to. minimise the trustwo.rthiness o.f either of the two 
edito.rs, the latter o.f who.m was so steadfast in the belief of 
Btuce's claim that during the twenty years which intervened 
between the issue o.f the two. editio.ns, and with his vast anti
qoorian research, Grosard still maintained Bruce's claim to. the 
authorship of the" Cuckoo." On the o.ther hand the claim o.f 
L.Qgan to the authorship o.f the o.de has been maintained with 
equal conscientio.usness by David Laing and Dr Small, but at 
this time o.f day demo.nstrative pro.o.f is well-nigh impo.ssible. 
Let it be bo.rne in mind that Logan was not very scrupulo.us in 
several instances in appro.pria.ting matter belo.nging to. o.thers, but 
it sho.uld also. be, bo.rI?-e in mind that literary matter was regarded 
more as co.mmon property iD the eighteenth century than it is in 
the twentietb century. The ptiDdpal pr0ducti.uls which may be 
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assigned to Bruce without question are "Alexis," a pastoral; "Loch
leven no More," a descriptive poem in blank verse; his" Elegy," 
written,in spring; "A Rhymed Fable," "A Historical Ballad on 
Sir James the Ross," and" The Last Day." These are exclusive of 
Scripture paraphrases printed as the work of I .ogan, including the 
"Complaint of Nature," which was said to have been composed 
by Michael Bruce for Buchan's psalmody class in Kinnesswood, 
in 1764, and printed by Logan as his own production in 1781.* 
When the youth of our author is taken into consideration, there 
is no reason to expect that he should startle the world by the pro
duction of verses with new ideas or novel images. Like most 
young authors who have not gained full confidence in their own 
judgment and their own powers, Bruce took several of his prede
cessors as his models, such as Blair, Thomson, and Ossian, espe
cially Ossian's poems, which were greatly in vogue in Bruce's 
day. In his description of the ruins of Lochleven Castle, for 
example, it is evident that he had recourse to Macpherson's 
-description of Balclutha's towers in Ossian's "Carthon." Although 
Driginality cannot be claimed for Bruce in the strictest sense, he 
cannot be accused of slavish imitation, and he is entitled to the 
same qualification that has been allowed to John Logan. If the 
life of Bruce had not been cut off at the early age of twenty-one, 
it is fair to assume that he would have held a more commanding 
position than he does in the literature of his country. 

John Logan played so conspicuous a part in connection with 
the literary remains of Michael Bruce, that he may appropriately 

John Logan, 
1748-1788. 

be dealt with in immediate succession. The 
charge of appropriating some of the poetical 
work of his dead friend has done his character 

III men's eyes much wrollg and prevented him obtaining the 
justice his talents deserve. The writings of John Logan have 
many qualities which entitle him to an important place among 
men of tllent, if not genius, and he is included by Isaac D'Israel~ 
in his Calamities of Authors, among unfortunate men of genius. 
In his sympathetic notice, D'Israeli states that Logan died of a 
broken heart, but it is well to remember at this point that 

* Scottish Poetry of Eighteenth Century, Vol. H., p. 74. 
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D'Israeli was fond of dramatic situations, not with the desire of 
exaggerating the picture out of all due proportions. but rather to
_emphasize its points. by creating a nimbus round the devoted 
heads of his brethren in the craft for the purpose of arresting the 
public eye. Like many another author before and since his day, it 
is true, Logan's dreams of ambition were scattered by the rude hand 
of Fate, and he was left to sigh over the desolate prospect; but 
there is little or no evidence to support the idea that he died of 
a broken heart. Logan was born at Soutra, East Lothian, in 
1748, and was the son of a small farmer who belonged to the 
religious sect called Burghers. He was sent to the University of 
Edinburgh with the view of becoming a minister in that body, 
but his ideas of Conformity changed, and he was ordained in the 
Church of Scotland. At the time he was pursuing his own studies 
he was appointed to superintend those of John Sinclair, afterwards 
Sir John Sinclair, well-known for his numerous writings on agri
culture, and his Statistical Account of Scotland, which was published 
in 2 I volumes. In 1770 Logan edited and published the poetical 
remains of Michael Bruce, who had been a fellow-student, and in 
the capacity of literary executor he has been accused of deviating 
from the line of honest executorship, by including some of his 
own poems among those of his dead friend. In any case they 
were afterwards claimed by him as his own, leading to a dispute 
which cannot be settled satisfactorily even now. Having com
pleted the usual term of study Logan was appointed to the 
pastoral charge of South Leith in 1773, and soon became popular 
as a preacher. Some time after his appointment to South Leith, 
a special committee was selected by the General Assembly for 
the purpose of revising the Psalmody of th~ Church, and Logan 
was elected one of the members owing to his fine poetical ta£tes. 
In 178 I the collection of Translah'ons and Paraphrases was 
published, containing several of Logan's compositions, which, 
though not among his best productions in verse, possesses a good 
deal of merit, especi3lly in the harmony of their numbers. His 
duties at South Leith were such as to allow him sufficient leisure to
indulge his taste for literature, which was stimulated by the 
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achievements of such men as Principal Robertson, Professor 
Ferguson, Dr Hugh Blair, and Adam Smith, all of whom were 
still in the flesh, and Logan was on friendly terms with most of 
them. Indeed, it was under their auspices that he gave a course 
of lectures in Edinburgh, the outlines of which he published in 
1781 -as The Elements of the Ph£losophy of History, and in the 
following year he published in one volume a collection of his 
poems which greatly increased his reputation, amongst which 
" The Cuckoo" was included, also "The Complaint of Nature," 
which is assigned to Michael Bruce. Apart from other testimony, 
the internal evidence appears to favour the authorship of Bruce. 
So great was the demand that in a short time a second edition of 
Logan's poems was called for, which encouraged him to greater 
exertions. The celebrated Edmund Burke was one of those who 
greatly admired his poems, especially "The Cuckoo," and when 
he visited Edinburgh he called upon Logan so that he might 
compliment him personally, probably little thinking at the time 
that this same young man was destined to be the most pungent 
critic of the articles he prepared for the House of Commons in 
connection with the well-known Impeachment of Warren Hastings. 
In 1 783, Logan published a lecture on " The Manners and Govern
ment of Asiaj" also "Runnamede: A Tragedy," on the signing of 
Magna Charta, which was accepted and put in rehearsal at Covent 
Garden Theatre, but when the necessary licence was applied for 
to the Lord Chamberlain it was refused on account of its political 
references. Undaunted, Logan was determined it should be 
staged, and it was afterwards acted at Edinburgh, but it did not 
meet with the success it deserved, for it was by no means an 
inferior production j but the Scottish people had a strong prejudice 
against theatrical representation, and the same spirit which per
secuted Allan Ramsay for building a theatre and drove John 
Homefrom the Church because he wrote the tragedy of "Douglas," 
still reigned rampant. Logan, it is true, was not subject to the 
same aggressive measures, but the mere fact of his tragedy being 
acted in a theatre created a suspicion in the minds of his con
gregation that he was unorthodox and insincere. At all events. 
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his parishioners disapproved of this exercise of his talents, and a 
proposition to vacate his Church was formally made, and in 1786 
he resigned his charge on receiving a small annuity, and settled 
in London, where he died. In his" Ode to a Man of Letters " 
our author conveys some idea of the lofty conception he had of 
the vocation of a great author when he wrote :-

" No tame remission genius knows, 
No interval of dark repose 

To quench the eternal flame; 
From Thebes to Troy, the victor hies 

In varied paths to fame." 

After Logan settled in London he devoted himself assiduously 
to literature, having had from his early youth the disposition of a 
poetic spirit which now had become full-fledged. His first occupa
tion in the metropolis was that of a journalist, and as his articles 
bore the stamp of genius he soon became a regular contributor 
to the English Review. In I 788, the year in which he died, he 
wrote a review of the principal charges against Warren Hastings. 
Although the Impeachmwt was laid in the House of Commons, 
the articles were not confined to the Commons until they were 
sent to the Lords for trial as was the custom, but were printed and 
sold in all the shops in the country without question or obstruction, 
which, to say the least, was prejudicial to the case of the accused. 
With the view of counteracting this influence, Logan wrote a 
review of the Arlz"des of Impeachment, which was published in a 
small volume by Stockdale, a bookseller in Piccadilly. In sub
mitting these articles to a critical test, it should be borne in mind 
that our author had to wrestle with the forensic skill of Burke and 
of Sheridan, who prepared the Articles of Impeachment for the 
House of Commons. It was on the motion of Fox that the 
House unanimously voted an address to the King praying His 
Majesty to direct his Attorney-General to file an Information 
against John Stockdale as the publisher of a libel upon the Com
mons House of Parliament, which was accordingly done. The 
Hon. Thomas Erskine was counsel for the defendant in the case 
of the King v. Stockdale, and in one of his many famous speeches 
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jury to find a verdict of "Not Guilty" for Stockdale.* The author 

of the Revz'ew did not live to witness the triumph of his publisher, 

as the action was taken in the Court of King's Bench nearly a 

year after Logan's death. A year before he died he published 

A Dz'ssertation on the Governments, Llfanners, and Spin'! of Asia, 

which appeared anonymously, and it is stated by Isaac D'Israeli 

that if the name of Gibbon had been affixed to the title-page its 

authenticity would not have been suspected. Among the MSS. 

he left when he died were two volumes of Sermons, which unmis

takably testify to his gift of eloquence and religious sincerity; also 

the unpublished part of his lectures on History, ~hich were after

wards published by Dr Wm. Rutherford under the title of A View 

of Ancient History, and claimed as his own, being, as is supposed, 

deposited with him as security for a small lo:m. Apart from the 

disputed "Cuckoo," which has been e,timlted as one ,of the 

finest poems in our language" L0gan's be'it efforts are" A Visit to 

the Country in Autumn," "The Lovers: A Half-Tragedy," and 

"The Braes of Yarrow," which, irrespective of his other produc

tions, entitle him to rank high among the literary men of either 

England or Scotland even in that prolific eighteenth century, At 

this time London was still the Mecca which attracted the young 

Scots p'lgrim, who either had, or thought he had, the literary 

temperament, and many are the tales of dlsapiJOintment and woe 

revealed in the story of such pilgrims. 

The story of Matthew Bramble, or rather Andrew Macdonald, 

is one of the most striking instances of dissipated hopes and 

scattered illusions as an illustration of this fact. 

Andrew Macdonald, Andrew Donald, who subsequently prefixed 
1755'1790 . 

" Mac" to his surname, was the son of George 

Donald, a gardener, near Leith, and was born 1755. He was first 

sent to the Grammar School at Leith, where he received the 

rudiments of his education, and afterwards studied at the 

University of Edinburgh with the view of becoming a minister in 

the Episcopal Church. In 1775 he was ordained by the bishop, 

* See SPeeches if the Hon. Thomas E.-skine, Vol. n. 1813. 
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assuming the name of Macdonald, as pastor of the Episcopal 
Church in Glasgow, where he had ample leisure to indulge his 
tastes for music and poetry. He had not only a knowledge of 
musical composition and the theory of music, but he could play 
the violin with taste and skill, and was one of the founders of a 
musical club in Glasgow, of which he became one of the directors. 
As an author he was not known to the public till 1782, when he 
published a poetical fragment in imitation of Spenser, entitled 
" Velina." Strange though it may seem, Episcopacy in Glasgow 
never had been a flourishing cause since the Reformation, and 
Macdonald's stipend, which merely consisted of the pew-rent~, 
gradually became a diminishing quantity. With the laudable 
ambition of making better provision for his wife and family he 
strove to increase his inco ne by the exercise of his pen, and 
while in Glasgow he wrote a novel called the Independent. Con
vinced that success as an author would be more difficult of 
realisation while he remained pastor of the Episcopal Church he 
resigned his charge at Glasgow, at the same time relinquishing. 
his ecclasiastical functions altogether, and removed to Edinburgh 
with no other prospects save those of a literary adventurer. 
While in Edinburgh he wrote Vimonda, a tragedy, which was 
acted for the benefit of one of the players; but he did not meet 
with the encouragement as an author he antici!Jated, and 
he resolved to make a pilgrimage to London with the view of 
trying his fortune, walking all the way from Edinburgh with 
the novel of the Independent in the one pocket and Vimollda 

in the other. For some time after he settled there he 
amused the public every morning with a series of humorous or 
burlesque poems under the assumed name of Matthew Bramble, 
"and at this very time," says Isaac D'Israeli, "he was one of the 
most moving spectacles of human melancholy I ever witnessed. 
It was one evening I saw a tall, famished, melancholy man enter 
a bookseller's shop, his hat flapped over his eyes and his whole 
frame evidently feeble from exhaustion and utter misery. The 
bookseller enquired how he proceeded with his tragedy. ' Do not 
talk to me about my tragedy t I have, indeed, more tragedy than· 
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I can bear at home,' was the reply, and his voice faltered as he 
spoke. This man was "Matthew Bramble, or rather Macdonald, 
the author of the tragedy of Vimonda at that time the writer of 
comic poetry." It is obvious that the tragedy he referred to was 
a wife in ill health and children crying for bread, but the great 
stream of London life which passed to and fro, many of whom he 
had doubtless moved to laughter heard not their cry, or saw not 
their tears. Soon after our author's death a collection of his 
miscell'lneous Works was published, and, in addition to Vimonda, 

were included "The Fair Apostle," a tragedy; "Love and 
Loyalty," an opera; "The Prince of Tarinto," a comedy; 
" The Probationary Odes," under the nom de plume of Matthew 
Bramble, which sparkle with wit and humour. Taken as a whole 
his works show him to have been an author of much versatility of 
genius. "Velina," perhaps, exhIbits his elegant diction and rich
ness of fancy to a greater extent than anything else he has 
written, and will favourably compare with Spenser, whom he 
imitated. It has been remarked that the difference between the 
Englishman and the Scot is that the Englishman begins life as an 
optimist and ends by becoming a pessimist, whilst the Scot 
begins a pessimist and ends by btcoming an optimist. If this is 
so in reality, an exception must be made in the case of this fitful 
genius. Macdonald began life in the most complacent optimism, 
which he consecrated by music and song, but he ended by hang
ing his harp on the willow tree, feeling out of harmony with all 
the world, and died with the conviction that the path of life was 
strewn with thorns and briers and many bitter herbs. 

In James Mercer we have a poet who was not lured to his 
own undoing by dreams of literary fame like the less fortunate 

Andrew Macdonald, but rather seemed afraid 
Jame;, Mercer, that even his most intimate friends should 

I734- I803· know that he was guilty of the sin of rhyming. 

This feeling was probably induced by the knowledge of his own 
limitations which his wide reading and accomplished scholarship 
tended to emphasize. J ames Mercer W1S the eldest son of 
Thomas Mercer, a gentleman of fortune in Aberdeenshire, who 
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took up arms in the Rebellion of I7 4S on behalf of the Pretender, 
and in consequence had to seek refuge in France. His eldest 
son James received an efficient education, first in the Grammar 
School and afterwards at Marischal· College, Aberdeen, but 
manifested no desire to enter any of the learned professions. 
After leaving college he joined his father in Paris, remaining 
there for seven years, where he had the advantage of associating 
with the best society of the French metropolis in literaturt and 
politics. His chief inclination was to enter the military profession, 
and at the commencement of the Seven Years War he returned 
to Britain, resolved to take up arms in his country's cause. On 
his arrival in England active preparations were being made for the 
expedition against Cherbourg, and he immediately joined it as a 
Volunteer, and was compelled to witness the ill-starred attack 
completely repulsed from the Bay of St. Cas. After the failure 
of the expedition Mercer joined the Blitish Army in Germany, 
then under the command of Lord George .Sackville, still as a 
volunteer. He, however, soon obtained a commission as ensign 
in one of the English regiments, serving with the combined army, 
subsequently gaining promotion as a lieutenant in a battalion of 
Highlanders, newly organised by Lieutenant·Colonel Campbell. 
For several years he remained on the Continent, and at much 
personal risk shared in the glories of many brilliant victories by 
the allied army; the most celebrated of which was the Battle of 
Minden, the details of which he frequently narrated to his friends 
with much feeling. His Continental experience gave him a 
knowledge of French and other languages, the former of which he 
could speak perfectly, and his acquaintance with French authors, 
especially military and c:assical, was a subject of astonishment 
among Frenchmen themselves. In 1763, when close on thirty 
years of age, he married :Miss Douglas, a lady of great personal 
attraction and of distinguished ancestry which could be traced 
in a direct line to Gavin Douglas, bishop of Dunkeld, the first 
to translate Virgil's Aeneid into English. After his marriage, 
Mercer removed with his regiment to Ireland, ,,:here he remained 
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for about nine years, when he concluded a treaty with Sir Henry 
Calder, the lieutenant-colonel, with the view of becoming 
his successor. The treaty was confirmed in the usual manner 
by the Lord-Lieutenant. of Ireland, but by some underhand prac
tice the commission which belonged to Mercer by the recog
nised principles of equ.ity was. given to another, which so disgusted 
him that he sold out the ordinary commission he held in the 
army, and with his wife and two daugl-Jters returned to a small 
cottage near Aberdeen. In 1774 he went to the South of France 
for the benefit of his wife's health, who had been a confirmed 
invalid for some time, where he remained for two years, after 
which he returned to Scotland to end his days in a pleasant villa 
near Aberdeen named Sunny Bank. On the dtath of his brother, 
who was a bachelor, he acceded to his fortune, which enabled 
him to bllild this pleasant villa. Owing to the continued ill 
health of his wife, he lived the life of a recluse at Sunny Bank, 
dividing his time between his books and attendance upon her. 
To those who had the chance of cultivating his acquaintance, he 
was greatly ebteemed for his culture and refinement, and Beattie, 
the poet, in a letter to the Duchess of Gordon, speaks of him in 
the following terms :-" Major Mercer, with more learning than 
any other man of my acquaintance, has all the playfulness 
of a schoolboy, and writes with the wit and wisdom of 
Montesquieu, the sensibility of Rousseau, and the gene
rosity of Tom Jones." Correctly speaking, Mercer was greater 
as a personality than as a poet, and he appears to have 
carefully separated his personality from his poetry which is 
polished and classical to an unnecessary degree, considering the 
themes of which he treats, which are scarcely worthy of such 
high and serious literary handling. Although mostly lyrical, there 
are few gems among his verse that sparkle, but all diffuse uniform 
luminosity, which, if not entirely monotonous altogether, seldom 
elevate the thoughts and feelings of the reader above a dead-level 
which palls upon the imagination. The biographer of Cow per, 
William Hayley, on hearing that Mercer had sunk under his grief 
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for the loss of his wife, to whom he was evidently much attached, 
wrote an appropriate epitaph, from which the follow:ng lines are 
taken :-

" Around this grave, ye types of merit spread; 
Here Mercer shares the Sabbath of the dead ! 
Ye laurels, here with double lustre bloom, 
To deck a soldier's and a poet's tomb ; 
Gracefully pleasing in each manly part, 
His verses, like his virtues, win the heart." 

WM. M'ILWRAITH. 



THE SCOTS VERNACULAR. 

I T is appropriate that members of Burns clubs should have 
their attention directed to the history and the development 

of the vernacular in which Burns literature finds expression, were 
it only to remove some common misconceptions as to the origin 
and character of the Scots language. 

At the outset it is to be observed that the word "Scot" 
had originally a meaning very different from what it now has, 
for it referred to a race that spoke a language further removed 
from the language of Burns than English is from Sanscrit. The 
original Scots were a Celtic, not a Teutonic, race. They were a 
branch of the Celtic race that, at a period far beyond authentic 
history, settled in Ireland, a country which during the sixth and 
seventh centuries was generally, in the Latin chronicles of the 
time, referred to as Insula Scotorum. Bede, in his Ecclesiastical 

History, written in the beginning of the eighth century, says, 
" Ireland is the County of the Scots who, migrating from thence, 
added a third nation to the Picts and the Britains. There is a 
large gulf of the sea which formerly divided the nation of the 
Picts from the Britains, which gulf runs east very far into the 
land, where to this day stands the strong city of the Britains 
called Alcuith (Dumbarton). The Scots arriving on the north 
side of the bay settled themselves there." 

The Scots who thus settled on the northern banks of the 
Clyde gradually supplanted their Pictish neighbours, and in the 
middle of the ninth century their ruler established himself as 
King over the Picts, although he still retained the designation of 
the King of the Scots. As the power of the Picts diminished 
and that of the Scots increased, the term "Scot" came to be 
applied to the inhabitants of the land over which the Scots King 
ruled-that is, the part 'of Britain north of the Forth and the 
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Clyde. It was not till a much later period that the name 
" Scotland" came to be applied to any part of the territory south 
of the Forth. That was a part of the Northumbrian kingdom 
which stretched from the. Humber to the Forth and was in
habited, not by a Celtic race, but by an Angle or English people, 
in no way akin to the Scots of the north. In fact there is 
abundance of evidence to prove that the Lothians. were not 
considered a part of Scotland at this time. In the Anglo·Saxon 

Chron£cle, under the year 1091, we read that Malcolm, the King 
of the Scots,. marched" Out of Scotland into Lothian in England." 
This statement comes from an English source; but we need not 
go beyond the Acts of the Scots Parliament themselves to find it 
amply confirmed. In these, Stirling is spoken of as a border 
town, the territory south of the Forth being treated as beyond 
the limits of Scotland. 

It was the Danish invasions of the ninth and tenth centuries 
which, more than anything else, led to the expansion of the 
dominion of the Scots King towards the south. It is difficult to 
trace the course of events in this period, for the Scots seem at 
one time to ha\·e sided with the Danes, and at another with the 
Saxons of the south. The ultimate result, however, was that, 
about the cl,?se of the tenth century, that part of Cumbria lying 
between the Firth of Solway and the Firth of Clyde, and that 
part I)f Northumbria lying between the Cheviots and the Firth 
of Forth, were ceded to the King of the Scots. Whether he held 
them in trust simply as a fief of the English Crown, or whether 
he acquired them in absolute dominion need not concern us. 
The acquisition of these territories became one of the most 
important factors in the development of the Scottish nationality, 
and is of the first importance to the student of the Scots 
vernacular. 

During this period we see a struggle going on between two 
dynasties, representing distinct races, languages, and sympathies. 
In Macbeth we have the Celtic king who, after the death of 
Duncan, ruled over what was then known as Scotland, while in. 
Malcolm Canmore, the son of Duncan, we have the representative 
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of the Angle or English sympathies. Partly of Saxon descent 
Ma1colm was wholly Saxon in tastes, and when he overthrew 
Macbeth, although he came to win the ancient Scots throne of 
his fathers, he came rather as a Lothian king to conquer a foreign 
country. In him we have the turning point at which the ruling 
family ceased to be Celtic and became Anglo-Saxon. From his 
reign onward the centre of influence is gradually transferred from 
the north to the Lothians in the south. The restoration of the, 
ancient Celtic dynasty in :\1a1colm's person was really a Saxon 
movement effected by Saxon aid, and from his reign onward the 
southern civilisation, as it existed in Lothian and Tweedale, 
became dominant in Scotland. As Dr Murray says in his treatise 
on The Dialect of the Southern Counties of Scotland: "The 
sovereign ruled as the hereditary descendant of Fergus the son of 
Erc and the fabulous Gathelus; he reigned because he represented 
the feelings and sympathies and was identified with the interests 
and national spirit of his Anglo-Saxon subjects." Still the term 
" Scotland" continued to be applied exclusively to the land north 
of the Forth, and the word" Scot" to indicate a man of the 
Northern Celtic race. Killg David, whose charters are, with the 
exception of one of the reign of Malcolm, the oldest we have, 
describes himself in these charters as King of the Scots, but he 
addresses them to his subjects in Scotland, Lothian, and Gallo
way. A change in the application of the term" Scotland" was, 
however, in progress, and the War of Independence at last 
extended it to the whole territory now designated by that name, 
although the word "Scot" continued for nearly two centuries 
longer to mean a Celt. 

It is with the language of the southern element, which, 
although its headquarters were in the Scottish lowlands, had 
penetrated far north beyond the Forth, and which represented in 
an ever-increasing degree the dominant element in the kingdom, 
that we have to deal, for it is from this source that the Scots 
vernacular arose. How thIS language came to be universal all 
over Scotland, except in the extensive but remoter and thinly 
populated regions where the Celtic survived, is one ofthose philo-

3 
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logical puzzles which has never been satisfactorily answered. The 

influence of Malcolm's Court could only have reached a small 

circle of his subjects, and the influx of Saxonc; from the south 

could never have materially affected the speech of the people, for 

the great body of the people will always be disposed to retain the 

speech they have derived from their parents. After the Norman 

Conquest, for example, when French became the language of the 

Court and the law in England, and when Norman Barons were 

planted in every corner of England, French was unable to super

sede the English language. Many French words, it is true, were 

ingrafted on the English, but the language remained essentially 

Anglo-Saxon. Why the language of the Picts was not able to 

withstand the Anglo-Saxon infusion, as the English had withstood 

the French, is possibly explained by the theory that the Picts 

were a Scandinavian race speaking a language closely akin to the 

Saxon and easily assimilated with it. 

Early English comprised three distinct dialects, each with 

well-marked characteristics-the northern, the midland, and the 

southern. Of these the midland gradually gained an ascendancy 

over and absorbed the other two. Southern English died out or 

survived only as a local patois on the shores of the English 

Channel. Northern English, at least as a literary language, was 

also supplanted in Northumbria south of the Cheviots, but it 

lived on as the vernacular of Scotland, and, with certain modifica

tions, became the written language of the golden days of Scots 

literature. In fact" Early Scots," if we take the expression as 

signifymg the language written up to the end of the fourteenth 

century in the southern counties of Scotland, is identical with the 

examples of northern English which we find in the writings of 

those who wrote at York or on the banks of the Humber. Thus it 

is that the language of Barbour in The Bruce and Wyntoun in his 

Rhyming Chronicle, both early Scots poets, is identical with the 

northern English of such a writer as Richard Rolle of Doncaster. 

Dr Murray tells us that he has frequently been amused on reading 

passages from Richard Rolle to men of education, both English 

and Scots, and finding that they pronounce them to be old Scots, 
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and that their surprise has been great to be told that the author 
lived in the extreme south of Yorkshire, within a few miles from a 
locality so thoroughly English as Sherwood Forest, with its 
memories of Robin Hood. 

During the century preceding and the century following 
Bannockburn, there were a number of causes in operation 
which, although they did not alter the essentially Anglo-Saxon 
character of the language, led to a divergence of the Scots verna
cular from the literary English of the time, and made it a distinct 
language with special characteristics of its own. But it was not 
till the close of the fifteenth century that the language assumed 
those features which it retained during the brilliant period of 
Scottish literature, the period of Dunbar, Douglas, and Lindesay. 

Among these causes the first to be noted is that many of the 
peculiar features of the northern English, as distinguished from 
the literary English of the time, survived in the Scots vernacular. 
This is found in the vocabulary and also i!1 grammatical form and 
construction, and is one of the important sources of that part of 
the language which we regard as peculiarly Scots. Every English
man who reads Burns meets with many words which are to him 
unintelligible, and grammatical forms with which he is not fami
liar. These words and forms of expression, although only on a 
very small percentage of the vocabulary of even the most distinc
tively Scots poems of Burns, form really, apart from the mere 
matter of pronunciation, the characteristic elements of the Scots 
vernacular. They are almost entirely of Teutonic origin, from 
the same source as the English. Although not now found in 
literary English, they remained in the northern English dialect, 
and survive to this day in the dialects of Scotland. They are 
Anglo-Saxon words and have their counterpart in other Teutonic 
languages of our own time. Anyone who reads the translations 
of Burns's poetry into German, and they are very numerous, must 
be struck with the number of Scots words which have their exact 
counterpart in the German. Thus we have the word" wale," to 
choose, which is the German" wlihlen "; the word" lift," the air, 
which is the German "Luft" ; the word "blate," bashful, which 
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is the German "blode"; and many others. But besides such 
words as these of Teutonic origin, which do not appear to have 
been used in English, we have many words which were in com
mon use in the time of Chaucer and other early English writers, 
and which have long ago died out of the English language but 
remain alive in the Scots. A glossary of the words in Chaucer 
which require to be explained to a modern Englishman contains 
about six thousand words, of which as many as two thousand do 
not require any explanation to a Scotsman familiar with the ver
nacular of his own country. For example, Burns uses the word 
"ferlie," meaning "to wonder." "To ferlie at the folks in 
Lun'on." Chaucer uses it as an adjective, meaning "strange," 
It occurs in Piers Ploughman as a noun meaning "a wonder." 
The word is still common in the Buchan dialect, in which the 
"sights" of a town are called its "ferlies," which is the same 
meaning as the word has in the proverb given in Allan Ramsay's 
Scots Proverbs: "The longer we live the more ferlies we see." 
Again, we have the word" tine," meaning to "lose," with its past 
participle "tint." The word is an old English one, used by 
Chaucer and the author of Piers Ploughman, but has not been 
used in English for centuries. As a last example we may take 
the word "kythe," meaning "to show," " to prove." It is often· 
found in the Scots Makars. Gavin Douglas speaks of the sun 
"kything no sygn of heyt in his wisage." In early English it was 
in common use, and we find it as late as the metrical version of 
the Psalms appended to our Bible, where, in the 18th Psalm, 
"Unto the froward Thou showest Thyself froward," is rendered 
"Froward Thou kyth'st unto the froward wight." I am not 
aware of any later example of its use in English, and probably it 
was already archaic when Francis Rouse wrote his metrical ver· 
sion of the Psalms. The word, however, like the others just 
mentioned, survives in Scotland and is used by Burns in 
Hallowe'en, where we find, 

" Their faces blythe, fu' sweetly kythe, 
Hearts leal, and true and kin'." 

While many old Anglo-Saxon words were retained in Scot-
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land which were being lost in England, a further divergence 
between the two languages arose from the fact that the Romance 
influence, which followed as a result of the Norman conquest and 
affected in a marked degree the language of England, did not 
affect the language of Scotland to anything like the same extent. 
The consequence is that the language spoken north of the Tweed 
in the time of Barbour is purer Saxon than the English of the 

same period, and the student of English literature,. whether he 
knows Scots or not, finds it easier to understand Barbour's Bruce 
than Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, written almost at the same 

time. 
The Scots language was not, however, without its French 

influence, although it came at a later date. One of the results of 
the war of Scots independence was to drive the Norman French 
barons, who had established themselves in Scotland, out of the 
country, while it, at the same time, united Scotland and France 
in the closest friendship, and established what Sir David Lindesay 
-calls that 

" Weill keipit ancient alliance 
Maid betwixt Scotland and tbe realme of France." 

This ancient League against their "auld enemy" was the great 
safeguard against English aggression, and had far-reaching social 
and political results during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
leaving traces in almost every department of national life. Scots 
scholars flocked to Paris, and when the Universities came to be 
founded in Scotland they were formed on the French model. 
The lawyers studied civil law at the French Universities, and to 
the present day the mass of the common law of our country is 
founded on the great code of Justinian to which they had been 
introduced in the French law schools. Even a thing so distinc
tively Scots as the Presbyterian system of the Reformed Church 
-came from the Catholic country of France, and was drawn up 
under the influence, if not under the supervision, of Calvin. 

Such an intimate connection between the two countries 
could. not fail to have an effect on the language, and while the 
tendency now is to consider this effect as much exaggerated and 
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to trace much of what has been attributed to it to a Norman 
French origin, and still more to a Latin origin, there still remains 
much in the language of the sixteenth century that undoubtedly 
can only be explained by this French influence. In fact we find 
in all the poets, and in the prose writers too, a kind of French 
mannerism manifesting itself in French words and in forms of ex
pression based on French models, wholly contrary to the usage of 
the earlier Scots writers. But, for the most part, these peculiarities 
are exotic, and never became properly assimilated with the native 
element in the language, and it is remarkable how little permanent 
effect they had on the language. This influence reached its 
height in the sixteenth century in the writings of the great Makars, 
but the Scots language had almost ceased to be wedded to a 
living literature before the Union of the Crowns, and never having 
reached the heart of the language, it left little trace on the later 
dialect. The language, however, was enriched by a few expressive 
words such as "dour," "douce," "corbie" for a crow, "houlette" 
for an owl, "fashed" for troubled, and such Scots legal terms as 
"spulzie" and ,. assoilzie." Nor must we omit two words which 
are always given as the stock examples, "ashet" and" gigot," f(·r 
these are words not found in our English dictionaries, but are in 
every-day use in every household in Scotland, even in those where 
the use of a Scots expression would be looked on as vulgar. 

Closely allied to this French influence in the Scots language 
was the influ~nce of Latin. To the Scots student Latin was not 
a dead language. It was the language in which his studies were 

. carried on, in which his learned treatisE re writtell, in which 
his professors addressed their students, nd a great part of his 
conversation was conducted in Latin, ad' is said that he even 
thought in Latin. One Scots writer, John of Ireland, apologises 
for the rudeness of his style, and explains that he was more at 
home with Latin. The effect of this intimate knowledge and 
familiar use of Latin is very apparent in the literary language, 
even more so than the influence of French, although it does not 
appear to have affected the spoken language of the uneducated to 
any material extent. Like the French, it was exotic, and however 
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much it affected the diction of the sixteenth century writers, 
it left little permanent mark on the language. We have some 
idea of the extent to which Latin coloured the written language 
of that time if we read Dunbar's Ave Maria. The first verse is :-

Hale sterne superne, Hale, in eterne, 
In God's sicht to shyne ! 

Lucerne in derne, for to discerne, 
Be glory and grace devyne ; 

IIodiern, modern, sempitern, 
Angelicall regyne, 

Our terne inferne for to dispern 
Helpe rialest Rosyne ! 

Ave Mm'ia, gracia plena! 
Haile fresche flour femynyne, 

Yerne us guberne, virgin matern, 
Of reuth baith rule and ryne. 

One can hardly say whether the basis of the language is 
Latin or Scots. Of course that is an exaggerated example, but it 
shows what is found, in a lesser degree, in all the Scots writing of 
the period. This foreign Illannerism also asserts itself in the 
prose writers, although perhaps hardly to the same extent. Here 
is the la~t sentence of the author's prologue to the Cumpla)'llt of 
Scotland :-" Now for conclusion of this prolog, I exort the, gude 
redar, to correct me familiarly ande be charite, and til interpreit 
my intentione favorablye, for doubtles the motione of the 
compilatione of this tracteit procedis mair of the compassione 
that I hef of the public necessite nor it dois of presumptione or 
vane gloir. Thy cheretabil correctione may be ane provocatione 
to gar me studye mair attentivlye in the nyxt werkis that I intend 
to set furtht, the quhilk I beliefe in God sal be verray necessair til 
al them that desiris to lyve verteouslye indurand the schort tyme 
of this our fragil peregrinatione." 

There we have words such as intention, compassion, pro
vocation, correction, fragil, peregrination, familiarly, proceeds, and 
others, which are not true Scots, but Latin words appropriated 
into the language, some of them in a French dress. 

We find a similar process going on in our own time in 
German; but with this difference, that it is more apparent in the 
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spoken language than in the written. Numerous French and 
English words have been germanised and adopted into the 
German language, even where there is an appropriate native word 
at hand. We have "arrangiren," to arrange j "interessiren," to 
interest j "corrigiren," to correct j "amusiren," to amuse j and 
many others. The use of such words is now, however. being 
more and more discouraged, with the result that, while they are 
still in common use in the spoken language, they are not looked 
on with favour and are not often found in literature except where 

the style is designedly colloquial. 
The connection of the people of Scotland with the Celts of 

the North also left its mark on the language of the people, and 
there are Scots words which can be traced to a Celtic source, but 
it is now generally accepted that the number of these is small, and 
that Celtic has only to a trifling extent permanently affected the 
language. 

To those influences which have been mentioned as creating 
in Scotland a distinct language with characteristics of its own, 
distinguishing it from its sister language in England, we may add 
the patriotic spirit engendered by the war of independence, and 
the growth of the sentiment of Scots nationality, and we have the 
chief factors in the development of the Scots vernacular up to the 
time of the Reformation. 

But, distinct and national as this language was, we must 
not lose sight of the fact that it was a development of an English 
dialect, and was, by the writers themselves, spoken of as English. 
Wyntoun, in his Rh)lming Chrom'cle (about 1420), calls his 
language Ynglis. Blind Harry (about 1460) describes one of 
Wallace's French friends as being such a fine fellow that he might 
have passed for a Scot, had he been able to speak English: 

" Likely he was, manlike of Countenance 
Like to the Scottis be mekill governance 
Sauf if his tong. for Inglis had he none." 

Barbour, too, who lived about the same time, writes in what 
he himself calls "The Inglis tong." In fact, if any of these 
writers had used the word" Scots" it would have meant what we 
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-call "Gaelic." When we come to the writers of the sixteenth 
century we find the same term applied. Gavin Douglas seems to 
have been the first poet to caU his language Scots. In the pro
logue to his translation of the Aeffeld he says his object is to give 
Virgil in the language of the" Scots" nation, but it is to be noted 
that the reason he gives for his having undertaken the task is the 
untrustworthy nature of Caxton's English translation, which, he 
says, is no more like Virgil than the Devil is like St. Augustine. 
Even the anonymous author of the Complaint of Scotland, although 
he makes it a special appropriation of his own good parts that he 
has not "fardit and lardit his treatise with exquisite terms not in 
daily use," and has avoided "lang-taillit wordis half ane myle in 
length," and confined himself to "domestic Scottis language 
maist intelligible for the vulgar pepil," even he has to admit the 
English character of the language of the people. In one of his 
virulent attacks on the English he says, "There is nocht twa 
nations under _ the firmament' that "are .mair contrar and different 
fra utheris nor is Inglismen or Scottismen, howbeit they are 
within ane ile and nychbours and of ane language." 

It is remarkable that these last two writers, Gavin Douglas 
_and the author of the Complaint of Scotland, both of whom call 
their language Scots, feel constrained to lament the poverty of 
their language, and to apologise for the introduction of many ex
pressions derived from the Latin, on account of the impossibility 
of expressing their meaning without such foreign aid. But the 
most striking evidence that we have that the language of Scotland 
was looked upon as English is to be found in an Act of the Scots 
Parliament itself. In 155 I the fifth Parliament of Queen Mary, 
-in view of the inconveniences arising from the practice of un
licensed printing, and" the defamation and slander of the lieges 
of the realm" to which it gave rise, ordained "that na prenter 
presume attempt or take upon hande to prent ony buikes, ballats, 
-sanges, blasphemations, rimes or tragedies, outher in Latin or Englz'sh 

ioung, in ony times to cum, unto the time the samin be seene 
viewed and examined be some wise and discreit persons, depute 
thereto be the ordinares quhatsumever, etc." James Sixth, how-
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ever, is more patriotic, and gives as one of his reasons for writing 
on the" Art of Poesie," when so many others had already written 
on the subject, "That as for tharne that has ,Hitten of it of late 
there hes never ane of thame written in our language. For albeit 
sindrie has written of it in English, quhilk is Iykest to our lan
guage, yet we differ from thame in sindrie reulis of Poesie, as ye 
will find be experience." He is, however, not very loyal to his 
own native Scots, for, when he wrote his famous Counterblast to 

Tobacco, after his accession to the throne of England, his language 
conformed much more to that of his new kingdom. 

But whatever we may call the language of the Scots litera
ture of the sixteenth century, whether we call it English or Scots, 
it cannot be spoken of as. merely a dialect. It was the language 
of a nation with a strong sense of national independence and 
national life; it was a language with an extensive and valuable 
literature of its own; it was a language quite distinct from the 
kindred language of the southern part of this island, flowing, it is 
true, from the same source, but in a separate channel; it was the 
lanpage spoken over the greater part of Scotland by high and 
low, rich and poor, by statesman and lawyer, by soldier and 
priest, by merchant and peasant. It was the language spoken in 
the palace, the law court, the pulpit, the market place, the street 
and the field. As Hugh Halliburton recently illustrated it :-" I 
mak' sickar," said the knight; It cam' wi' a lass and it will gang 
wi' a laf..s," said the king; "Better bairns greet than beardit men," 
said the stern reformer. 

It must be a matter of regret that a distinctively Scots litera
ture should have ceased just at the very time when it had reached 
its highest achievements. At a time when there was little of per
manent literary value being produced in England, there was being 
produced in Scotland an undying literature of the greatest worth, 
but the Reformation which ushered in the glorious Elizabethan 
period of English literature sounded the death-knell of the verna
cular literature in Scotland. The consciouoness of a great national 
destiny, the intensity of national life, the awakening of the people 
to freedom of thought which arose at the time of the Reformation 
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in England, infused life and fervour into literature in all its 
branches in that country. Life to the Englishman was a joyous 
thing, but the cold Calvinism which the Reformation fostered in 
Scotland discouraged art as frivolous, and discountenanced as 
sinful all literature that was not distinctly religious in its character. 
The consequence was that, from the time of the Reformation, we 
have no longer a national literature in Scotland, and although 
there was a brilliant revival, beginning with Allan Ramsay and 
reaching its full glory in Burns, the language revived, not as a 
national tongue, but rather as a provincial dialect, admitted only 
to literary use for certain specific purposes. The Reformation 
proved disa~trous not only to Scots literature, but also to the 
Scots vernacular. It assimilated the language more and more to 
English. The old connection with France came to an end. It 
was to En!;land that the adherents of the reformed faith looked. 
Latin. which now seemed to smack of Popery, ceased to be the 
medium in \\hich the ambitious Scot !'ought a wider audience 
than hi~ own countrymen could furnish, and, when he had any
thing of value to say, he had recourse to English, with the result 
that his native Scots became affected by the English mode 1. 

There was no native translation of the Bible in general use 
in Scotland, for the recently-discovered Scots version, of which 
only one manuscript, probably wrilten about 1520, is extant, can
not have been known beyond a very limited area. The Bibles 
that were in general use in Scotland were all English ver~ions. 
The first edition of the Bible printed in Scotland was published 
in 1579, and was a verbatim copy of the Geneva version, com
monly called ., the Breeches Bible." The publication was re
garded as a great national work, and the cost of it was met by a 
contribution levied on every parish in the land. Yet it is pure 
English, even the spelling of the original English being retained. 
ThiS is the Bible which is referred to in the Act of the Scots 
Parliament of 1579 by which every householder" esteemed worth 
50 pounds in landes or gudes is halden to have an Bible and 
Psalm Buik in vulgar language in their houses." This is the Book 
which he heard read and expounded every Sabbath. It is the 
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Book to which he was taught to look for the rule of life and con
duct, which he prized as the emblem of the reformed faith, and in 
the language of which his expression of piety and devotion were 
clothed. Yet it is an English· book· without one distinctively 
Scots word or expression in it. Even the metrical version of the 
Psalms, adopted by the General Assembly in 1565, was the 
English version of Stern hold and Hopkins. This use of the 
English Bible and books of devotion seems to have made the 
people consider the native dialect to be less appropriate for the 
expression of religious emotions, and may explain why it is that 
Burns almost invariably deserts Scots and has recourse to English 
in his more serious or devotional moods. When we consider the 
way in which the Reformation in Scotland entered into the life of 
the people and coloured their thoughts, we are not surprised that 
the familiarity with English scriptures and English psalms materi
ally affected the speech of the people, and made it more and more 
assimilate itself to the language of England. Anyone who wishes 
to find illustrations of this anglicising of Scots need only turn to 
the writings of John Knox or the other prose-writers of the Refor
mation. Everywhere English words and English grammatical 
forms foreign to Scots can be found. Even the peculiar old 
Scots spelling is discarded. Nor is this assimilation to be won
dered at, when we keep in mind that English and Scots are 
branches from the same parent stem, and although there are 
many characteristic differences between them, they are funda
mentally the same language, and in the nature of things the 
greater was bound to absOl b the less. 

This process of decay in the language of Scotland which had 
started with the Reformation, was further hastened by the union 
of the Crowns. That event increased the communication between 
the two countries. Scotsmen now found their way to London in 
great numbers. The value to a Scotsman of proficiency in 
classical English made itself felt, the predominance of English 
did much to influence, if not to supplant, the native language, 
and although the vernacular continued to be spoken, it ceased 
almost entirely to be a written language. The man who spoke in 
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the broadest Scots would discard it as soon as he took up his pen 
to write, and would instinctively drop into English. Scots ceased 
to be a language and degenerated into a dialect, although it 
lingered on in Acts of Parliament and public records and to a 
certain extent in the law courts and the pulpit. We have an 
analogous phenomenon in the DutG:h "taal" in South Africa. 
The educated Boer, when speaking to his native countrymen, 
uses the taal, which is a corrupt dialect of the Dutch, but when 
he ventures into the domain of Literature, or when he writes any
thing formal, it is the pure Dutch of Holland that he seeks 
to use. 

The gradual approach of Scots to English is well illustrated 
by the language of the Scots Acts of Parliament. Take as an 
example of genuine Scots the Act of James Fifth of 1535 against 
forestallers, that is, people who buy goods destined for the market 
before they reach the market. "It is statute and ordained that 
na forestallers be foundin byeand victualles, fish, flesh, or other 
stuffe or the samin be presented to the mercat, nor yit into the 
mercat or the time of day statute and ordained thereto, under the 
pain of prisoning of their persons and escheiting of all sik gudes 
coft or arled be them, that is to say, the twa part of the Kingis 
Grace and the third part to the Shireffe or Officiar of the Shire." 
When we come down to the years immediately preceding the 
Union of the Crowns we find that the language of the Acts of 
Parliament has already become considerably modified, although 
it still retains its Scots characteristics. Take an Act of 1600 

against killing salmon and other fish in the close season. " Our 
Soveraigne Lord and Estates of Parliament, statutes and ordains 
that the slaying of Salmond in forbidden tyme, or of kipper smolt 
or siklike fish at any tyme, shall be in all tyme comming ane 
cryme and theift to the committer whatsomever in all tyme 
comming and shall be punished as theift in every quality, accord· 
ing to the committers rank and estate, exceptand alwyse furth of 
this present Act the salmond kipper and smolts and all other 
fishes slaine and tane within the rivers of Annand and Tweed, 
allanerly." Here the language is still essentially Scots, but the 
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English influence is seen in the use of "shall" for "sall " as well 
as in the anglicised spelling. The rapid change which was taking 
place in the official language after the Union of the Crowns is 
very apparent all through the Scots Acts of the 17th century. 
After the middle of the century it is only here and there that we 
have any distinctly Scots expressions. Take an Act of William 
in 1695 :-" Our Sovereign Lord, considering that the brandy 
co~monly called rum made from molassus does hinder the con
sumpt of strong waters made of malt, which is the native product 
of this kingdom, as also that the said rum is rather a drug than 
liquor, and highly prejudicial to all who drink it; Therefore his 
Majesty, with advice and consent of the estates of Parliament, 
prohibits and discharges the making of rum except allenarly for 
export." The Act is decidedly Scots in character, but its language 
is English. The only distinctively Scots word in it is the word 
"allenarly," a word in everyday use with Scots lawyers at the 
present day. 

The same anglicising process is seen in local records, but 
there, as a general rule, the process is not quite so rapid. Here 
are three extracts from the burgh records of Stirling :-20th 
March 1607. -" The Baillies and Counsel convenit declaires 
their will on Laurence Thomsoun, baxter, and his accomplices, 
as follows viz. :-that on ane mercat day the said Laurence salbe 
carriet in ane sled throw the toun, beir futit and beir heidit with 
ane quhite sark on him and ane paper on his heid beirin the 
cause of his punishment." 7th January 1641.-" Nominate and 
apointes Patrick Sworde and Robert Young, Merchandis commis
sioneris for bestowing and wairing the voluntare contribution of 
the toun at least nine hundrethe merkis thereof quilk is concedit 
and put in their handis for that effect to be comptable of the toun 
of their wairing." 5th June 1665.-" The Council recommendis 
to the twa provests, twa of the baillies, dean of gild and convener 
to advise anent somehow to get intelligence weeklie from Edin_ 
burgh of all public newes dureing the tyme oC the war with the 
King of the Dutch for information of the people," 

By such a process as is indicated in the passages quoted, the 
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vernacular of Scotland came to be supplanted by EnglIsh even in 

official records. It is to the Scots lawyers that we owe the pre
servation of a few relics of a distinctively Scots language still met 
with in formal documents. The Sheriff-Clerk, when he issues 
confirmation in favour of the executors nominated by the will of 
the deceased John Smith, backs it up "Testament Testamentar 
of Umquhile John Smith." A settlement often still declares the 
provisions to children to be in full of "bairns' part of gear," an!i 
the provisions to the widow to be for her" liferent use allenarly." 
These are some of the quaint expressions which owe their preser
vation to the peculiar conservatism of the legal mind. 

While Scots practically ceased to be a literary language 
early in the seventeenth century, or existed as such only in a few 
rude ballads and songs, it lived on as the spoken language of all 
classes of the people to a much later date. During the seven
teenth and at least to the middle of the eighteenth centuries, the 
judges on the bench delivered their judgments in broad Scots, 
without any attempt to counterfeit the pronunciation of England. 
Preachers preached to their congregations in their own native 
dialect. The business of the shop and the market was conducted 
in the same familiar speech, and in the streets of 'our towns the 
same dialect, with all its peculiarities of pronunciation and accent, 
could be heard .. Scots still remained the spoken language of the 
people, educated and uneducated alike, although the familiarity 
with English as the language of literature had a marked effect on 
it. The numerous stories told of the judges of the Court of 
Session about the end of the eighteenth century and the beginning 
of the nineteenth century nearly all relate to clever sayings, which 
are almost invariably recorded as having been spoken in Scots. 
Lord Braxfield, the original of Stevenson's Weir of Hermiston, 
who died m 1799, is said to have been the last judge who habitu
ally used it on the Bench. It was he who said of the Radicals, 
"They would a' be muckle the better 0' being hangit." " Hae 
ye ony connsel?" said he to Margarot, one of the many who 
appeared before him on the charge of high treason; "Dae ye 
want to hae ony appintit?" "No," replied Margaret, "I only 
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want an interpreter to make me understand what your lordship 

says." 
The literary language, however, had a brilliant revival in the 

early part of the eighteenth century in the poems and songs of 
AlIan Ramsay. Those who followed in his steps carried on the 
work which he had commenced, and in Burns we have the 
greatest achievement of the modern Scots muse, while at a later 
date, in the prose of GaIt and Sir WaIter Scott, we have the 
dialect perhaps in its purest and most idiomatic form. But the 
Scots used by these writers differs in a very marked degree from 
the Scots of the time of the Makars. In considering the modern 
Scots dialect it is to Burns that we naturally turn for our standard. 
He wrote in his own native tongue, in the dialect in which he was 
accustomed to speak, and which he continually heard spoken 
around him. Yet there is something conventional in the language 
he uses. In fact all the modern Scots poets exhibit this conven
tionality of form. Everywhere a kind of compromise' between 
English and Scots is apparent. An English word or an English 
form of expression is always admissible. The amount of what is 
distinctively Scots varies materially in different poems or in 
different verses of the same poem. We meet with passages that 
are so thoroughly Scots as to be unintelligible to any but a master 
of that tongue, while other passages are wri tten in pu~e literary 
English, with perhaps here and there a Scots word dropped in to 
express a shade of meaning that the English equivalent does not 
possess, or it may be simply to meet the exigencies of the metre 
or to supply the needful rhyme. A considerable amount of cor
ruption of the native idiom, arising from an ignorant deference to 
the rules of English grammar is also found in all the modern 
Scots poems. Many Scots expressions appear to set at defiance 
the rules of English grammar, and we often find the genuine Scots 
construction dropped to give place to a form after the English 
model. Dr Murray tells us that "Scots wha hae," although con~ 
sisting of Scots words, is not Scots at all, but English masquerad
ing as Scots. Burns himself, if he had had occasion to express 
the meaning. these words convey, in ordinary conversation with 
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his peasant friends, would have said" Scots that haes," for" wha," 
as a relative pronoun, is only of late introduction and is foreign 
to any of the local dialects of Scotland. The proper relative is 
"that." The plural form "hile" is a concession to English 
grammar, for the Scots plural, except where the personal pronoun 
immediately precedes the verb, is .. haes," the same as the 
singular. Such an expression as "Them that finds keeps" must 
appear, even to the schoolboy who uses it, simply an ungram
matical way of saying" Those who find keep," but it conforms in 
every word to the true Scots construction. "Them" is not a 
mistake for "those" or "they," but is in accordance with the 
grammatical construction of the dialect. " Finds" and "keeps" 
are not ungrammatical, but the correct plural forms since the 
time of Barbour. Burns did not correct the grammar of the 
refrain of an old song when he wrote" Green grow the rashes, 0." 
He adopted the English in place of the correct Scots grammatical 
form of the original on which his song was founded, "Green 
grows the rashe8, 0." 

Another feature which strikes the student of modern Scots, 
if he compares it with the literary Scots of the Reformation times 
is the change in the vocabulary. Many words most characteristic 
of modern ';cots, such as "bonnie," "braw," "cannie," "wee," 
"lassie," are seldom or never met with in the earlier writers, while 
on the other hand there has been a very serious loss in the native 
vocabulary. A large number of words once common have 
dropped out of the language, and the meaning of many of these 
can now only be guessed at. Such a loss was inevitable, for 
without a written -literature the vocabulary must needs be restricted 
to the more limited vocabulary of the spoken language. The 
same process has gone on in the English language, and, as we 
have seen, many of the words so lost have been preserved in Scots. 
English, however, had always had an extensive literature, and it 
was able to make up for the loss of words by the acquisition of 
others from external sources. This, however, could not take 
place with Scots. The vocabulary of modern Scots is thus a 
depleted one and has to be supplemented by the use of English 

4 
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words, unknown to the earlier Scots, so that now much of ,the 

differenc~ between the two languages lies merely in the pronun

ciation. It would, however, be a mistake to, speak of modern 

Scots as a corruption of English. It has no doubt come to be 

largely corrupted by the English influences to which it has been 

subjected, but even the broad Scots that we hear to-day is freer 

from cOIruption than modern English is. It has not been, to 

anything like the same extent, exposed to, external influences, and 

it has retained its pur ity in a way in which English has not done. 

Modern Scots differs from English not because it is a corrupted 

form of English, but because it has been more faithful to its 

original form. In fact the oldest English now spoken is the 

broad Scots of the Scottish Lowlands. 

Probably the most noteworthy characteristic of modern 

Scots is the musical character of the language, which makes it 

almost unrivalled as a medium of song. It is often spoken of as 

harsh and unmusical, but the reverse is the truth. With its 

wonderful wealth of open vowels it avoids the harshness of Eng

lish, and is almost as soft as the Italian. Perhaps no country has 

produced such a wealth of beautiful song as Scotland has.' 

England can hardly boast of a single song-writer of outstanding 

merit, while Scotland counts them by the score. The superior 

euphony and the musical character of the language is no doubt 

one of the secrets of the wealth of our national lyric poetry. The 

power of discarding superfluous consonants, which explains the 

number of apostrophes that we see on a page of Scots poetry 

makes the language less muscular and more hquid. It adds to 

the melody of the verse and makes it better a'dapted for the voice 

of the singer. Another source of superior euphony is the knack 

which the language has retained of forming diminutives. English 

once possessed this power, but lost it many centuries ago. There 

are only a few admissible diminutives now to be found in English, 

but almost every monosyllabic word has its diminutive in Scots. 

Such words as "lassie," "wifie," "burnie," "bairnie," "dearie," 

and hundreds more are in constant use, and add melody and 

tenderness to the verse, for a diminutive is a natural expression 
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of endearment. "A pretty little girl" becomes "a bonnie wee 
lassie," an expression infinitely more musical and with a tender" 
ness and beauty which the English words do not possess. 
Besides being superior, in melody, Scots also possesses charac-· 
teristics which give to it a strength and a harmony peculiarly its 
own. It has retained many old and useful forms in the conjuga· 
tion of verbs, forms with which we are familiar in Shakespeare' 
and in the Bible, but which are now discarded in English, and 
even in Scots are apt to be wrongly loo~ed upon as ungramm.ltical.' 
The only past participle of the verb" get" used in the Bible is 
"gotten," and although the form is now obsolete in English, it is 
still common in the Scots dialect. In English the verb "cast" 
is now the same in all tenses, but in Scots the full old English 
conjugation still exists'-" Cast," "coost," and" casten." "Maggie 
coost her heid fu' high." "They have casten oot." A further 
element of strength in Scots consists in many phrases, strong, ex: 
pressive, and charactenstic, which refuse to he translated into any 
other idiom. No one has yet been able to give a proper equi
valent for the words" Auld lang syne," and who could translate 
into literary English or into any other tongue such a line as 

" A smytrie 0' wee duddie weans ?" 

Even the English have recognised the value of many Scots words 
and have not hesitated to adopt them. It is a tribute to the ex-, 
pressiveness of Scots that it has enriched the English vocabulary 
by not a few beautiful words, and has restored to it many which 
it had lost centuries ago. Such words as "eerie," "cozie," 
"weird " (as a noun meaning "fate "), "gloaming," are truly 
Scots, but are now used by the best English writers, and are 
undoubtedly more musical and more expressive than their English 

equivalents. 

Such are some of the characteristics of the modern Scots 
dialect to which much of its beauty and strength are due. What, 
it may be asked, is the future of the language to be? That is a 
question not easily answered, but three statements may safely be 
made. The first is that, with the increase of intercommunication 
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between different parts of the country the various dialects spoken 
in Scotland:willEcome to be assimilated with one another. Burns 
himself has~ done much to bring about this assimilation, for he 
has made classical his own native Ayrshire dialect, as enriched by 
him by the plentiful use of words which really belong to the 
dialect of the Lothians, and with which he had become familiar 
in the writings of Allan Ramsay and Fergusson. He has thus 
standardised the language much in the same way as Luther 
standardised the dialects of Germany by his translation of the 
Bible. The second is that, with the growth of education, Scots 
will become more and more contaminated by English influences, 
the number of those who habitually use it will diminish, and the 
tendency which we see at the present day, to look upon its use in 
ordinary conversation as a sign of vulgarity or of want of educa
tion, will become more and more pronounced. But the third is 
that the language of Bums can never die. So long as the spirit 
of Scottish nationality remains alive our national literature will 
not be forgotten; so long as the charm of romance remains, the 
Wizard of the North, with his wealth of vernacular diction, will 
continue to cast his spell over Scotsmen the whole world over; 
and so long as the loves, the joys, the humours of life continue to 
stir the souls of men, the ploughman Poet of Scotland will touch 
the hearts of his countrymen, and the language in which he sang 
will continue to be the language of their sweetest and noblest 
songs! 

T. CALLANDER WADE, M.A., LL.B. 



THE LETTERS OF BURNS. 

W HEN a great man dies, leaving his work to be destroyed 
and possibly devoured by human wolves, the more 

ravenous of them, gorged with the feast, begin, pen in hand, to 
descant upon his mortal remains. Though the man's spirit may 
-cry like that of Gray :-

" No further seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode; 

There they alike in trembling hope repose, 
The bosom of his Father and his God !" 

they open up the closed book of his life, prying with malevolent 
eyes into the most sacred pages, and, without understanding, they 
denounce. Apart from an eminent man's work itself, there is 
often little reliable vouchsafed to us bearing upon his character 
and manners. Contemporaries sometimes assist us, but even 
they seldom agree, for each views his fellow in the light of his 
own candle. In Burns's case one source of information luckily 
remains, and that is his letters. Some of these may be forced, 
and others, perhaps, untrue to the real nature of the man, but 
taken altogether they are the man-his thoughts, his ideals, his 
aspirations. To-day, when postage costs little and time means 
much, we dash off a sentence or two without regard to purity of 
expression or beauty of style. In Burns's day, however, the post 
was a more serious matter, and letters were carefully written and 
carefully treasured. We ought to feel profoundly thankful that 
we are privileged to read our Poet's letters to-day, and conse
quently enabled more fully to understand and appreciate him. 
To those who know him only as a simple rustic bard, or as 
Henley emphasises and reiterates it, "a peasant," the literary style 
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of his letters comes as a constant surprise and delight. His 
English is always perfect, and his ideas well suited to the minds 
of his correspondents. After his return from Kirkoswald he 
commenced writing to his school friends so voluminously that. 
though he had not three farthings worth of business in the world, 
he had as much correspondence as a "plodding son of day-book 
and ledger." Having fallen on a collection of letters by the wits 
of Queen Ann's reign, he pored over them and compared his own 
best efforts with them, which comparison, he says, flattered his 
vanity. The habit then begun of drafting his letters was ever 
after adhered to, save in one or two exceptional cases. To Mrs 
Dunlop his letters, after the first formal ones, were rarely drafted, 
but were written" from the heart" as the occasion prompted. 

Our Poet's correspondence may be divided into sections, 
s1]ch as the letters to his patrons, those to his more intimate 
friends, and those to his female correspondents and relatives. 

LETTERS TO PATRONS. 

The letters to his patrons bespeak his mind plainly
"simple, manly, independent ': -conscious of favours shown him, 
yet fully alive to his own genius and worth. In proof of this, I 
quote a portion of his letter to the Earl of Glencairn, who 
mterested himself in Burns when the latter was in Edin
burgh, and continued his warm support till his untimely death: 
-" Allow me to vent the fulness of my heart in thanking 
your lordship for all that patronage, that benevolence, and 
that friendship with which you have honoured me. 
My gratitude is not selfish design; that I disdain. It is not 
dodging after the heel of greatness; that is an offering you 
disdain. It is a feeling of the same kind with my devotions." 
In this present century of cold-blooded selfishness and money
grabbing such a letter as this would be taken to indicate softening 
of the brain or canting hypocrisy. Coming from a man like 
Burns, it meant neIther. It was simply the outcome of genuine 
feeling. natural and unrestrained. To Mr Graham of Fintry and 
others of hIS class there is an equal frankness and friendliness, 



55 

yet an undefined something that puts the Poet on one level and 

the aristocracy on another; and Burns, who recognises the relative 

positions, is the last to seek to cross the gulf that divides them. 

To Dr Moore he opens his mind regarding his own work, and in 

one of his letters compares his early stirring of ambition to "the 

blind gropings of Homer's Cyclops round the walls of his cave." 

Dr Moore, too, received from the Poet the longest letter he ever 

wrote, dealing with his early life, his struggles after fame, his 

faults and his follies-indeed the very heart of the man is laid 

bare in it, and a great heart it is. The letters of the Ellisland 

period are mainly those written to the friends whose acquaintance 

he had made while in Edinburgh. Though his duties as farmer 

and officer of the Excise left little time to spare, he yet contrived 

to keep his position as a man of letters. The literary and learned 

of Edinburgh have left testimony of his powers of conversation, 

and when his duties again called him from the society of his 

equals he was not forgotten. 

COMMONPLACE BOOK. 

The Commonplace Book begun in 1783 may take a place 

among the Poet's letters. Into it he poured his thoughts, his 

hope, and fears, his aspirations and defeats. Within its covers 

he also stored some of his verses, and in his introductory note in 

the Glenriddel MS. he says ;-" I had meant that the book should 

have lain by me in the fond hope that some time or other, even 

after I was no more, my thoughts would fall into the hands of 

somebody capable of appreciating their value." This Common

place Book is in short a diary not only of events but of feelings. 

On writing the "Lass 0' Ballochmyle," which was prompted by 

meeting Miss Alexander (whose father then owned the estate of 

Ballochmyle), Burns sent a copy of the poem to her, along with a 

letter begging permission to publish it. In the Glenriddel 

volume of hIS letters there is a note as follows :--"Well, Mr 

Burns, did the lady give you the desired permission ?" "Oh, no, 

she was too fine a lady to notice so plain a compliment. " 

In the opening note, too, he terms himself" a man who had 
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little art in making money, and still less in keeping it; but was, 
however, a man of sense, a great dt<al of honesty, and unbounded 
goodwilI to every creature, rational or irrational." 

LETTERS TO INTIMATE FRIENDS. 

Among the Poet's closest friends appear the names'of Peter 
Hill, Robert Aiken, Gavin Hamilton, Richard Brown, William 
Nicol, Robert Ainslie, and Allan Cunningham. To these he was 
always the "social, honest, frien'ly man," and in his letters to 
them the fu11 joy of him welled up and over. Here his sense of 
humour is shown to the fu11, yet even in his most buoyant moods 
streaks of deepest thought run like veins of gold through the rocky 
strata. It is when writing to Allan Cunning ham that he ca11s Love 
the" Alpha and Omega" of human enjoyment; "the emanation of 
Divinity that prevents the sons and daughters of rustic labour 
from degenerating into the brutes with which they daily hold con
verse;" and ends by saying, "without it, life to the poor inmates 
of the cottage would be a damning gift." In a letter to Robert 
Ainslie he says :-" You will think it romantic when I tell you 
that the idea of your friendship is almost necessary to my exist
ence. You assume the proper length of face in my bitter hour of 
blue-devilism, and you laugh up to my highest wishes at my good 
thing.,. I don't know, upon the whole, if you are one of the finest 
fellows in God's world, but you are so to me." To William Nicol 
he wrote his only letter in Scots (1]87), but it is such as to make 
us 'wish he had written more. Sometimes his humour assumes 
the form of burlesque-as in the letter to John Arnot of Dal
quhatswood. It was written during his estrangement from Jean 
Armour, and affords a curious insight to his change of moods. 
Elsewhere he mentions the circumstances with passionate remon
strance and an undeniable cry of pain, but here he says :-" I 
have lost, sir, the dearest earthly treasure, that greatest blessing 
here below, that last, best gift, which completed Adam's happiness 
in the Garden of bliss. I have lost-I have lost-my trembling 
hand refuses its office -the frightened ink recoils up the quill
tell it not in Gath-I have lost-a-a-a wife !" 
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FEMALE CORRESPONDENTS. 

The earliest examples of these which have been preserved 
are love-letters to Alison Begbie. Either Burns was, not. then 
so much a master of language as in his later letters, or Alison 
Begbie did not awake in him the raptures that devoured him at a 
later period. They appear to be the efforts of one feeling his way 
in a new and painful undertaking, and are hardly convincing. Yet 
even in these early days Burns could not altogether efface himself 
when using his pen, and it is indeed Burns, the Poet and the man, who 
writes :-" I grasp every creature in the arms of Universal Bene
volence, and equa1\y participate in the pleasures of the happy, 
and sympathise with the miseries of the unfortunate." That was 
in 178o, and in 1790 he writes to another correspondent:-"God 
knows I am no saint; I have a whole host of follies and sins to 
answer for; but if I could (and I believe I do it as far as I can) 
I would wipe all tears from all eyes." To Mrs Stewart of Stair 
he addressed his first letter to a lady of superior rank, but later 
he numbered many dames as highly born among his correspon-
<tents. His letters to Maria Riddel are always light, graceful 
bagatelles-sometimes witty, sometimes mock serious, but never 
dull. Rather different-more sincere, more earnest-are his 
letters to Margaret Chalmers, with whom he is said at one time to 
have been in love. Somehow his correspondence with this woman 
seems to show him at hi, best. Wbatever the feeling he once had, it 
merged ultimately into a warm, tender friendship which was a 
source of delight to him. Writing to her he says :-" Charlotte 
and you are just two favourite resting-places for my soul in her 
wanderings through the weary, thorny wilderness of this world. 
God knows I am ill-fitted for the struggle. I glory in being a 
poet, and I want to be thought a wise man. I would fondly be 
generous, and I wish to be rich. After all, I'm afr1:tid I'm a lost 
SUbjECt. 'Some folk hae a hantle 0' fauts, and I'm but a ne'er-do
weel.' (Afternoon)- To close the melancholy reflection at the 
end of Jast sheet, I shall just add a piece of devotion commonly 
known in Carrick by the title of 'The Wabster's Grace':-
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, Some say we're thieves, an' e'en sae are we ; 
Some say we lie, an' e'en sae do we ; 
Gude forgie' us, an' I hope sae will he : 

Up an' to your looms, lads.' 

And again, when I think I have met with you and have lived 
more real life with you in eight days than I can do with almost 
anybody I meet with in eight years-when I think on the im
probability of meeting you in this world again, I could sit down 
and ClY like a child." 

LETTERS TO RELATIVES. 

When addressing his father, Burns never forgot the rever
ence due to elders, and his affection was always tempered with 
that respect that marked even their daily intercourse when under 
the same roof. To him he confides his depression, caused by 111-
health and gloomy prospects-depression which found vent in 
"Winter: A Dirge" and other poems of equal despondency. 
The letters to James Burness, in Montrose, deal mainly with the 
condition of the county, but the change from Burns to Burness in 
his signature when writing both to this cousin and to his uncle is 
another testimony of how truly he was Nature's gentleman. The 
letters to his brother William are full of advice, pointing out the 
pitfalls that he himself knew from painful experience, but offering 
always something more substantial still. "Write to me hefore 
you leave Newcastle and as soon as you reach London. In a. 

word, if ever you be. as perhaps you may be, III a strait for a little 
ready cash, you know my direction. I shall not see you beat 
while you fight like a man. Farewell! God bless you." This 
was written at a time, too, when Burns himself had barely enough 
to meet his own growing requirements. There are but few letters 
to Jean Armour for obvious reasons, yet they are in the warmest 
strains.* To Gilbert, the Poet tells more of his trials than to his 
other relatives. It is to him he writes in 1790 :-" This farm has 

* The signature of Jean in the Mauchline Record is, in our opinion, 
holograph, though some hold that the Poet signed for her. No letter in her 
hand·writing is extant, so far as we know; and in her later years she employed 
an amanuensis.-Ed. 



59 

,undone my enjoyment of myself. It is a ruinous affair on all 

hands. But let it go to hell! I'll fight it out and be off with it." 

It is not surprising that he did not tell his affairs more to his own 

folk and less to strangers. This was only a natural trait of his 

sensitive temperament, as common to-day as then. There was the 

unexpressed feelmg that his nearest and dearest" could not under

stand," besides the self-abnegating reticence he assumed when 

among those of his own family. 

THE FAVOURED CORRESPONDENTS. 

Burns's letters to Mrs M'Lehose, both on account of their 

value and of their number, merit a place to themselves. They form 

a remarkable collection and have been the subject of much dis

cussion and speculation; hut to me they appear to be little more 
than the idle outcome of an idle hour. Kept by his lame leg a 

prisoner in his lodgings in Edinburgh, can we wonder that 

Sylvander caught at anything that would tend to brighten his 

enforced loneliness and inactivity. At their first meeting he had 

admired Clarinda's person and mind, and she, as she informed 

him afterwards, had not waited to see him before admiring him. 

That the letters became too warm to have passed between mere 

friends is undeniable, but Clarinda was no doubt struck by the 
Poet's genius and personality and flattered by his admiration for 

herself; while he, on hi~ part, was gratified at a woman of her 

position and intellect being so desirons of his further acquaintance. 

It must also be remembered that Burns wa5 at this time suffering 
from his estrangement with Jean Armour, and the tender feelings 

which had been so rudely thrust back on him must needs find 

some other outlet. That Clarinda was a married woman was a 

fact scarcely considered by either, and perhaps for excusable 

reasons. Her husband was unworthy of the name, and her nature 
seems to have been one with a great capacity to love. At first 

the letters were mere friendly ones, but by-and-bye they became 

so warm that Clarinda found it necessary to remind Burns of her 

husband's existence. She talks mainly of religion, but her excep

tional position and her keen sense of right and wrong only fan the 
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flame in his soul. By some critics Clarinda has been sneered at, 
but I think the best proof of her integrity and uprightness is to be 
found in our Poet's having any regard for her at all. Burns never 
loved any but good women-honest, sweet, natural women; those 
of different character might awaken his divine pity, but nothing 
more. His first letters to Clarinda are a little forced; he was 
either in earnest and fancied he was not, or was not in earnest and 
fancied he was. But there are times when his feelings, being, as 
he says, "of tinder," strike each other so forcibly that sparks of 
very real passion are the result. To me it appears natural that he 
should wish to write such letters to a cultured and accomplished 
woman, for there is little doubt that what his artistic instinct 
<:ompelled him to write to Clarinda would have been to Jean 
Armour-faithful and loving woman as she was-" a wheen 
blethers." The letters stop suddenly, and Clarinda upbraids 
Burns for the step he has taken in marrying Jean. This seems 
unfair, for previously she declares herself desirous of seeing him 
and "certain other matters" rightly settled. In his reply he 
makes use of this sentence :-" Though I were conscious that I 
had acted wrong, and I am conscious that I have acted 
wrong-yet would I not be bullied into repentance." This 
is purely the outcome of mental irritation and regret, pos
sibly at what he had lost, for though Jean Armour was his wife, 
and though he would have been less than a man had he not con
firmed his irregular marriage on his return from Edinburgh, yet 
the glamour of the city was still about him, and Clarinda was of 
like mind with himself as well as of pleasing personality. By-and
bye he settled into the even routine, and he forbids Clarinda to 
remind him of these weeks in Edinburgh. 

" No cold language-no prudential documents. I despise 
advice and scorn control. If you send me a page baptised In the 
font of sanctimonious prudence, by heaven, earth, and hell, I will 
tear it to atoms." To be able to understand this as well as 
certain other letters, it is necessary to read the entire collection 
and to picture the difference between the eminence from which 
our Poet descended when he once more took up the plough. 
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Even then it needs one of "quicksilver temperament" to fully 
comprehend what such a difference meant to Burns. 

The. correspondence with Mrs Dunlop is also published 
separately, but though she, too, is of a literary turn of mind, and 
is without dQubt of irreproachable. character, yet her letters make 
much less interesting reading than those of Mrs M'Lehose. Mrs 
Dunlop's age made such a correspondence with Burns possible, 
and her first letter came at a time when the Poet was thirsting for 
recognition and kindly criticism. This criticism she continued to 
pour on him almost to the last, though at times it can hardly 
be called" kindly." Notwithstanding the" candid friend" nature 
of her strictures, he seemed to have liked her letters, which he 
calls" interesting and instructive." "Of ,the, contents," he says, 
"they are truly the work of a friend." To Mrs Dunlop he first 
mentions the episode of Highland Mary, "whose bosom was 
fraught with truth, constancy, and love." To her he writes 
" from the fulness of the heart," and it is easy to trace his moods 
-now gay, now serious, now full of that melancholy from which 
he was never altogether free. After an airy note to Maria 
Riddel we find another weary, heart-searching epistle to Mrs 
Dunlop, pouring out his thoughts on religion, on politics, and on 
his own daily life. His tone is ever respectful, and no doubt her 
pride was flattered at being so intimate with one who was so con
spicuously a son of genius. He was inclmed to think the favour 
was all upon his side, yet once he had occasion to exclaim, 
when she criticised unduly some of his pieces: "I sometimes 
reserve the privilege of thinking for myself." But this friend also 
fell away just when he needed friends most, and his last letter to 
her is pitiful :-" Madam, I have written so often without receiv
ing any answer that I would not trouble you again but for the 
circumstances in which I am-an illness which has long hung 
about me, in all probability will speedily send me beyond that 
bourne whence no traveller returns. Your friendship, with which 
for many years you honoured me, was a friendship dearest 
to my soul. Your conversation, and especially your correspon· 
dence, were at once highly entertaining and instructive. With 
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what pleasure did I use to break up the seal! The remem~ 

brance yet adds one pulse more to my poor, palpitating heart. 

Farewell!!! " This letter was written' on the 10th July, 1796. 

Burns died on the 21st of the same month. 

One other correspondent to whom Burns addressed a large 

number of letters was George Thomson, to whose collection of 

songs the Poet so largely contributed. These letters, locating the 

sources of many old ballads and songs, and enclosing his own 

new ones, give us some idea of what the Poet has done, not for 

Scotland but the whole world. What patience and time must 

have been consumed in collecting the scraps of ancient songs and 

ballads, mending their rags or dressing them anew in robes of 

virgin purity. Where the old words could not be made fit for 

ears polite, he made entirely new verses of such beauty, such 

divine pathos, and such all-embracing humanity as to render them 

the property of no age and no country, but of the world for 

all time. He stipulated with Thomson that he might use the 

native tongue of Scotland; all the exquisite airs that had passed 

from grandmother to grandchild he noted down; and freely the 

words suggested themselves as he listened to the old strains sung 

by Jean or Kirsty Flint. Though Burns disliked adverse criti

cism of his poems, he yielded with surprising readiness to 

Thomson's alterations on his songs. Some of these alterations 

were not improvements, and here and there Burns was conscious 

of this. Where such was the case, Thomson had also to learn 

that the Poet was capable of "thinking for himself," for, once his 

mind was made up, he refused to be influenced by the judgment 

of Thomson or anyone else. " Now, don't let it enter your head 

that you are under any necessity of taking my verses," he writes, 

"though you should reject one-half of what I give you I shall 

be pleased with your adapting t'other half, and shall continue to 

serve you with the same assiduity." Thomson, however, saw fit 

to adapt almost all that the Poet sent; and when we compare the 

songs of his native land, before he set to work on them, with 

those in the Thomson collection, a true sense of the fullness of 

his genius and the extent of the work he accomplished begins to 
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dawn upon us. He talks of ballad-making as his "hobby-horse,', 
and, indeed, the subject was such a congenial one that it brought 
brightness and consolation to what was, without doubt, the darkest 
period of his life. Writing of the payment he was to receive, he 
says-" As to remuneration, you may think my songs either above 
or below price, for they shall absolutely be the one or the other. 
In the honest enthusiasm with which I embark in your under
taking, to talk of money, wages, fees, etc., would be downright 
prostitution of soul." Looking at his songs to-day, there can be 
no doubt of the truth of his implied prophecy that they would 
be indeed above price, for money can never be recompense 
fitting or sufficient for the rich and imperishable heritage he has 
beq ueathed to us. 

ELIZABETH W. INGRAM. 



BURNS AND THE DOMINIES. 

T HE most casual reader of the life of Burns must have 
observed that of the multitude of people, from the 

peasant to the peer, with whom his genius and his fame brought 
him into close relationship, schoolmasters form a considerable 
number. "All his life," says Professor Wilson, in his essay on 
the Poet, "he was associated with schoolmasters, finding, along 
with knowledge, talent and integrity, originality and strength of 
character, prevalent in that meritorious and ill-rewarded class of 
men." When we consider this long-life intimacy, which must 
have had no ~mall influence on both sides-though it is not my 
intention to enquire into that influence at present-does it not 
seem remarkable that no one has devoted any particular atten
tion to Burns and the dominies? There has been an innumerable 
multitude of lectures and addresses, of books and essays having 
Burns as their main theme, published; and the circumstances of 
his life, his genius, his work, his character, his heroes and 
heroines, and a host of other persons more or less associated with 
him have been described and discussed; but I am not aware that 
any speaker or writer has taken up, for the purpose of dealing 
with it exhaustively, the subject to which I am now inviting 
attention, and I feel therefore that if what I am going to say is 
not new to the student of Burns-what, indeed, can be new about 
Burns to-day, unless the way in which it is put ?-the arrange
ment of the facts may be interesting-though it were for no other 
reason-because of their novelty. Of one thing, at any rate, I am 
certain, we cannot but feel that it is good for us to linger for some 
time in the company of Burns and his friends the dominies. 

At the outset let me mention who those friends were. First 
there was John Murdoch, his early tutor, and then Hugh Rodger, 
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Kirkoswald; David Sillar, Tarbolton, a brother poet; William 
Simpson, Ochiltree; John Wilson, the" Dr Hornbook" of the 
satire, who might be more appropriately described as an acquaint
ance; William Nicol, William Cruickshank, and AlIan Master

ton, who may aptly be called the Edinburgh group; James 
Clarke, whom Burns so nobly defended against injustice; and 
James Gray, who was one of the first to dissipate the calumnies 
which had heen so industriously heaped up around the character of 
the Poet. There were other schoolmasters whose relationships 
with Burns were too slight to warrant them being included in this 
list; but some reference will be made to them at proper places in 
the course of the paper. 

Most people if asked, Who was the first teacher of Burns? 
would reply John Murdoch, and so prominent was the part which 
he took in the early education of the Poet that one need not 
wonder at the mistake, for mistake it is. The first school 
master under whom Burns sat was one Campbell, an Alloway 
teacher, who had care of the boy for only six months, when he 
was appointed master of the workhouse at Ayr. But I want here 
to put forward the claim that the first teacher of Robert Burns 
was his own father. William Burns was a man of more than 
ordinary intelligence who closely read the best books and thought 
deeply, and gave evidence of his culture even in his common
place conversation. Such a man could not leave the education 
of his children entirely to others, however capable they might be in 
the art of giving instruction. He taught them many things, both 
by precept and example, and though his children had never 
entered a school they would 110t have been illiterate. John 
Murdoch, in a letter to Professor Walker, one of the biographers 
of Burns, declared that the boy's principal instructor was his 
father. "He spoke the English language," wrote Murdoch, 
" with more propriety, both in respect to dictation and pronuncia
tion, than any man I ever knew with 110 greater advantages. 
This had a very good effect on the boys "-that is Robert and 
Gilbert-" who began to talk and reason like men much sooner 
than their neighbours." Gilbert Burns alludes to the same fact 

5 
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in a letter to Mrs Dunlop. " My father," he says, "was for some 
time almost the only companion we had. He conversed 
familiarly on all &ubjects with us, as if we had been men, and was 
at great pains, while we accompanied him on the labours of the 
farm, to lead the conversation to such subjects as might tend to 
increase our knowledge or confirm us in virtuous habits." The 
children of such a father could not but be intelligent-they were 
constantly acquiring knowledge in the way that it was most likely 
to be remembered and be of service. 

This brief glance at the early education of Burns provides 
some information as to the method-or rather want of method -of 
education at the end of the 18th century. Our educational 
system, as we know it to-day, had not been thought of then. 
The school at Alloway belonged to Campbell, and he could do 
whatever he liked with it. When, therefore, he received an 

-appointment in Ayr he closed the door and took the key with 
him-that is supposing it had a key-leaving the parents in the 
neighbourhood to find education for their children as best they 
might. William Burns, in co-operation with others, engaged 
Murdoch, who was then only 18 years of age, to teach their 
children. Murdoch had no school, and he was boarded in turn 
by the parents of his pupils. He was a capable teacher, and both 
Robert and Gilbert made decided progress on the road to learning. 
Robert's proficiency in English was, wrote his brother, "of con
siderable weight in unfolding his genius and character, as he soon 
became remarkable for the fluency and correctness of his 
expression, and read the few books that came in his way with 
pleasure and improvement." This instruction had lasted two or 
three years when Murdoch got an appointment in another locality, 
and the children of William Burns were again without any teacher, 
save their father, who taught them during the day by excellent 
conversation, and in the evening by something more closely 
approaching the methods of the school. 

A striking incident in the boyhood of Burns may be intro
duced here. It IS related in a letter written by Gilbert to Mrs 
Dunlop, and may, because of its brevity, be quoted in full. "I 
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remember," says Gilbert, "a circumstance which, though trifling 
in itself, is fresh in my memory, and may serve to illustrate the 
early character of my brother. Murdoch came to spend a night 
with us, and to take his leave, when he was about to go into 
Carrick. He brought as a present and memorial of him a small 
compendium of English grammar, and the tragedy of 'Titus 
Andronicus,' and by way of passing the evening he began to read 
the play aloud. We were all attention for some time, till presently 
the whole party was dissolved in tears. A female in the play 
(I have but a confused remembrance of it) had her hands chopped 
off and her tongue cut out, and then was insultingly desired to 
call for water to wash her hands. At this, in an agony of distress, 
we with one voice desired that he would read no more. My 
father observed that if we did not hear it out it would be needless 
to leave the play with us. Robert replied that if it was left he. 
would burn it. My father was going to chide him for this 
ungrateful return to his tutor's kindness; but Murdoch interfered, 
declaring that he liked to see so much sensibility, and he left 
'The School for Love,' a comedy translated, I think, from the 
French, in its place." 

From his ninth till his thirteenth year Burns had only his 
father for teacher. Even at the latter age the boy had given no 
indication of becoming a fine penman, and indeed he wrote so 
badly that he was then sent to a school at Dalrymple to be 
improved in that respect. In the meantime Murdoch had 
returned to Ayr-his native town-and Robert next went to 
board with him for a few weeks to have his :E:nglish revised. At 
the same time he studied French, showing, we are told, great 
facility in acquiring that language, being able to understand any 
French author in prose, and from his correspondence it is evident 
that he never forgot what he had learned in his boyhood. It is 
worth noting that Murdoch taught French orally-that is, he 
sought to make his pupils, by imitating the spoken' word and 
phrase, learn the foreign tongue in the same way that they learned 
their native tongue. One Robinson, a writing-master in Ayr, and 
a friend of Murdoch's, noticing the rapid progress of Burns in 
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French, advised him to study Latin, a language which, however. 
did not present any attractions to him. 

Murdoch and Burns were more than master and pupil-they 
were close friends, and we may be sure that they enjoyed much 
pleasant intercourse before the occurrence of the unhappy incident 
which resulted in the dismissal of the teacher from his post and 
his departure from the country. A complaint laid before the 
magistrates in 17 76 set forth that l\furdoch did, "particularly 
within the house of Mrs Tennant, innkeeper in Ayr, as well as 
the house of Patrick Auld, weaver in Ayr, utter the following, or 
such like unworthy, base, reproachful, and wicked expressions, 
viz., that he, Dr Wi1liam Dalrymple, was as revengeful as hell, as 
false as the devil, and that he was a liar, or a damned liar; that 
he, the said John Murdoch, also called Mr Dalrymple a hypocrite. 
or accused him of hypocrisy." Murdoch thought that the Doctor, 
who was minister of Ayr, and the" Da'rymple mild" of the Poet's 
satire, had not shown him the respect which his position entitled 
him to; but in Ayr, said Gilbert Burns, he might as well have 
spoken blasphemy, and there was no pardon for the offence. 
Going to London, Murdoch supported himself by the triple 
occupation of teaching, writing, and shopkeeping. He survived 
till 1824. 

Burns and Murdoch probably never saw each other again 
after the latter went to London; but they corresponded 
occasionally, and two quotations from their letters may be made. 
Writing from Lochlea under date 15th Jany., 1783, Burns said 
that no doubt Murdoch "wanted to hear the result of all the 
pains of an indulgent father and a masterly teacher," and proceeds 
to give some particulars about his reading. "My favourite 
authors," he says, "are of the sentimental kind-such as Shen
stone, particularly his Elegies; Thomson; jlfan of FeeZz'ng (a book 
I prize next to the Bible); Mall of the World; Sterne. especially 
his Sentimental Journey; Macpherson's Ossian, etc. These 
are the glorious models after which I endeavour to form my 
conduct, and 'tis incongruous, 'tis absurd to suppose that the man 
whose mind glows with sentiments lighted up at their sacred 
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flame, the man whose heart distends with benevolence to the 
whole human race, he 'who can soar above this little sphere of 
things,' can he descend to mind the paltry concerns about which 
the terraefilial race fret and fume and vex themselves ?" 

Murdoch, in a letter written four years later, gave expression 
to the hope that he would see his old pupil again, either in Scot
land or England. "If you ever come hither," he wrote, "you 
will have the satisfaction of seeing your poems relished by the 
Caledonians in London full as much as they can be by those of 
Edinburgh. We frequently repeat some of your verses in our 
Caledonian Society, and you may believe that 1 am not a little 
vain that I have had some share in cultivating such a genius. 

Pray let me know if you have any intention of visiting 
this huge overgrown metropolis? It would afford matter for a 
large poem. Here you would have an opportunity of indulging 
your vein in the study oi mankind, perhaps to a greflter degree 
than in any city upon the face of the globe; for the inhahitants of 
London, as you know, are a collection of all nations, kindred and 
tongues, who make it, as it were, the centre of their commerce." 

The only other dommie with whom Burns was related as a 
pupil was Hugh Rodger, the schoolmaster at Kirkoswal.d, who 
gave him a quartt-r's instruction in land-surveying. The story of 
how Burns defeated this teacher in a debate has often been told. 
Burns and his school companion, William Niven, were in the 
habit of exercising their rt:asoning powers by debating given sub
jects, opposing each other without regard to what their own 
opinions were. Rodger heard of this, and taunted the boys 
before the whole school. Burns defendt:d their practice, and 
boldly challenged the dominie to take any side he liked in that 
day's debate, and he would support the other. Rodger unwisely 
agreed. The subject was, "Whether is a great General or a 
respectable Merchant the most valuable member of society?" and 
he led off the debate in favour of the military leader. Burns 
advocated the claims of the merchant so effectively that the 
whole school were soon aware of his advantage. Rodger tried to 

/ 
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reply, but his effect was so feeble and his discomfiture so evident, 
that he hastily closed the discussion. 

With the departure of Burns from Kirkoswald Rodger passed 
out of his life. I do not find any trace of their meeting again, or 
of any correspondence having taken place between them. What
ever may have been the case with Burns we can well imagine that the 
schoolmaster had no great desire to continue the acquaintanceship 
of his PUpIl. Yet if, in after years, it may have been the proud 
boast of Rodger that he had the honour of completing the educa
tion of the Poet, for Burns never attended another school, and in 
future, when he associated with the dominies, it was in the 
character of a friend or acquaintance instead of a pupil. 

The first of these schoolmasters, with whom Burns as a 
young man with rapidly developing powers which were gaining 
for him the reputation of a poet entered into a close intimacy 
was David SilIar, who was not a teacher at that time, and indeed 
did not become master of a school until, as the bye word says, 
everything else had failed. But though SiIIar was less of a 
dominie than some of the other friends of Burns mentioned in 
this paper, his claim to be included is great, because it is to this 
friendship we owe one of the finest and most characteristic poems 
of Burns- the" Epistle to Davie." The overtures for an intro
duction came from SiIIar, who in a letter described how it was 
brought about. " Robert Burns," he wrote, "was some time in 
the parish of Tarbolton prior to my acquaintance with him. His 
social disposition easily procured him acquaintance; but a certain 
satirical seasoning, with which he and all poetical geniuses are 
in some degree influenced, while it set the rustic circle in a roar, 
was not unaccompanied by its kindred attendant- suspicious fear. 
I recollect hearing his neighbours observe tbat he had a great 
deal to say for himself, and that they suspected his principles. 
He wore the only tied hair in the parish, and in the church his 
plaid, which was of a particular colour, I think fillemot*, he 
wrapped in a particular' manner round his shoulders. These 
surmises, and his exterior, had such a magical influence on my 

*Yellowish brown. 
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curiosity as made me particularly solicitous of his acquaintance. 
Whether my acquaintance with Gilbert was casual or premeditated 
I am not now certain. By him I was introduced not only to his 
brother but to the whole of the family, where in a short time I 
became a frequent, and, I believe, not unwelcome visitant." 

It was on one of the visits of Sillar that Burns, sitting at the 
supper table, and reading as was his custom-the book is said to 
have been Tnstram Shandy-let his spoon fall out of his hand, 
an ·incident which made him exclaim in a tone which Slllar 
described as scarcely imitable, "Alas, poor Yorrick I"~ 

In the letter from which I have just quoted Sillar presents 
us with the following account of their Sunday intercourse:
" After the commencement of my acquaintance with the Bard we 
frequently met upon Sundays at church, when, between sermons, 
instead of going with our friends or la~sies to the inn, we often 
took a walk in the fields. In these walks I have been frequently 
struck by his facility in addressing the fair sex, and many times 
when I have been bashfully anxious how to express myself he 
would have entered into conversation with them with the greatest 
ease and freedom, and it was generally a death-blow to our con· 
versation, however agreeable, to meet a female acquaintance." 

Not only was Sillar not a schoolmaster by profession, but 
various authorities agree in saying that he was not even a scholar, 
a distinction conferred on him by Allan Cunningham. His edu
cation was inferior to that of Burns; but he possessed those 
social qualities so greatly esteemed by the Poet, who hailed him 
as a very brother. "Flattery I detest," wrote Burns in his 
epistle to Sillar, whom he there called the "Ace 0' Hearts," 
adding that "to say aught else wad wrang the cartes." They 
were both members of Tarbolton Bachelors' Club, and of 
course, in accordance with the principles of that institution, were 
both over ears in love-

"Y t:: hae your ;\1eg, your dearest part, 
And I my darling Jean." 

Sillar was the son of a farmer; but a country life was not to his 
liking, and in his 23rd year he removed to Irvine, where he 



started business as a grocer. It was during the residence of Sillar 
in that town that Burns composed and addressed to him the 
epistle in which he discourses so vigorously from the Pauline text 
-" Godliness with contentment is great gain ":-

" It's hardly in a body's pow'r 
To keep, at ti mes, frae being sour, 

To see how things are shared; 
How best 0' chiels are whyles in want, 
While coofs on countless thousands rant, 

And ken na how to wair't : 
But Davie, lad, ne'er fash your head, 

Tho' we hae little gear, 
We're fit to win our daily bread, 

As lang's we're hale and fier ; 
"Mair spier na, nor fear na,' 

Auld age ne'er mind a feg ; 
The last o't, the warst o'r, 

Is only but to beg." * 

Sillar made some pretensions to being a poet, and doubtless 
_ encouraged by the fame of his friend, he published his ven;es in 

1789. Burns gave the venture what help he could in the way of 
procuring subscribers; but even the assistance of the national 
Poet could not make mediocrity successful-the book did not 
sell, and Sillar became a bankrupt. He also failed in hi~ attempt 

to find literary work in Edinburgh, and, retiring to Irvine, "opened 
a school chiefly for the instruction of young seamen in the science 
of navigation." The only experience of teaching which Sillar had 
was two months he taught in the school at Tarbolton during the 
vacancy which preceded the appointment of John Wilson. The 
school, nevertheless, prospered, and his financial difficulties were 

finally removed by the inheritance of considerable wealth. His 
social position thus e~tablished, he entered the Town Council, 
and was duly elected to the magistracy. He died much respected 
in 1830, at the age of 70. " Intensely parsimonious," writes one 
of his biographers, "he refused to contribute towards the Poet's 
monument on the banks of the Doon, but he loved to discourse 

on his intimacy with the Bard, and to celebrate each anmversary 

* See "Epistle to Davie, a British Poet." 



of his birth." Thus did "The Ace 0' Hearts" requite his friend 
and correspondent. 

While the intimacy of Burns with the dominies was very 
close, it is somewhat remarkable that only two of his poetical 
epistles were addressed to them. One of these has just been 
referred to; the other was received by William Simpson, who had 
sent a similar communication to Burns on the subject of "The 
Twa Herds." Thi~ epistle shows Burns in on~ of his best moods, 
portraying his intense love for the place of his birth-the local 
patriotism which leads to the larger love of country-and also his 
love of Nature, not only when its face is fair with the charm of 
summer, but also when it wears the sterner aspect of winter ;-

" Willie, set your fit to mine, 
An' cock your crest, 

We'll gar our streams and burnies shine, 
Up wi' the best." 

The recipient of this fine epistle was the schoolmlster at 
Ochlltree, and a man of both intelligence and education. Simpson, 
whl I was the senior of Burns by one year, having been born in 
17 58, intended to study for the ministry; but in bis 21st year he 
accepted the post of schoolmaster of his native parish which he 
held for eight years when he was appointed parish schoolmaster 
at Cumnock, where he died in 1815. His brother, Patrick, 
~ucct'eded him in Ochiltree. He also was an acqmintance of 
Burns, and some editors have confounded him with his brother. 

About the same time that the epistles to Sillar and Simpson 
were penned Burns wrote one of the severest of his many severe 
satires--" Death and Dr Hornbook "-in which the pretensions 
of John Wilson, the parish schoolmaster of Tarbolton, to medical 
skill are admirably held up to riJicule. The emoluments of the 
dominie were somewhat scanty, and to eke out a living he started 
a shop, in which he sold groceries and various concoctions for 
the cure of "all the ills that flesh is heir to." He had received no 
medical training, and his knowledge of therapeutics was derived 
from books, principally Buchan's Domestz"c MedZ"dne. " Dr 
Hornbook," said Burns, "is professionally a Brother of the 
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Sovereign Order of the Ferula; but by intuition and inspiration 
is at once an apothecary, surgeon, and physician." The satire 
was occasioned by the schoolmaster, at a mt!eting of the Tarbol
ton Masonic Lodge, of which he was secretary, making an 
ostentatious display of his alleged skill in medicine, a display 
which so annoyed Burns that they fell out over the matter-it 
was evidently not a harmony night-and the Poet revenged him
self on the quack doctor by the composition of "Death and Dr 
Hornbook." According to the satire the doctor did not cure but 
kill, and Death had good cause to complain of being deprived of 
his lawful prey. It is thus that the last enemy of mankind sets 
forth his grievances :-

" Whare I kill'd ane. a fair strae-death, 
By loss 0' bluid, or want 0' breath, 
Thi, night I'm free to tak myaith, 

That Hornbook's skill 
Ha. clad a score i' their last claith, 

By drap and pill." 

John Wilson was presumptuous; but we will gladly forgive 
that shortcoming, nay, declare that we are thankful for it, because 
but for this defect in his character Burns would not have been 
provoked to produce such a delightful satire. The business 
instinct which induced Wilson to increase his income by the sale 
of drugs and groceries also taught him that he might use the 
notoriety which he had gained by the publication of the poem to 
still further advance his worldly affairs, and he attributed his 
subsequent succe<;s in no small degree to the attention which he 
had receivt!d from Burns. He once told Gilbert Burns that 
while the poem was pretty severe in some thmgs it was on the 
whole rather a compliment, a remark which may be accepted as 
good evidence of his vanity. Wilson left Tarbolton in con
sequence of a dispute with the heritors about his salaty, and 
settled in Gorbals, Glasgow, where he taught a successrul school,. 
and also became session-clerk. He died at an advanced age, and 
in easy circumstances, in 1839. 

During the lengthened stay which Burns made in Edinburgh, 
where he went for the purpose of publishing the second edition 
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of his poems, he became acquainted with three schoolmasters, 

with whom he formed friendships of the closest character. These 
men were William Nicol, William Cruickshank, and Allan 
Masterton. They were all men of culture, occupying high places 
in the educational system of the capital, and endowed with social 
qualities which could not fail to endear them to a man like Burns. 
Nicol, with whom the Poet latterly lodged, was assistant master of 
the High School, a position to which he had raised himselfby per
severance and ability. The son of a poor tradesman in Annan 
parish, Nicol, when quite a lad, opened a school in his mother's 
house, and earned enough to enable him to study at Annan 
Academy and the University of Edinburgh, applying himself at 
the latter institution to theology and medicine. "He was," says 
Chambers, "one of the most popular of masters, and but for an 
irascible temper he would probably have outshone most of his 
compeers." The Poet was very conscious of the defects of his 
friend, and on this account had some trouble with him on the 
northern tour, which was made in his company; but these in no 
way lessened the regard which he had for one so clevEr, so witty, 
and so warm-hearted. "0, Mr Nicol," he once wrote, "can 
time ever extinguish the glowing remembrance of you in my 
bosom. The idea of your uncommon abilities may dissipate a 
little in comparison; but where, except surrounding the Fountain 
of Goodness, shall I find a heart to equal yours?" In another 
letter he wrote :-" I never, my friend, thought mankind very 
capable of anything generous, but the stateliness of the patricians 
in Edinburgh, and the servility of my plebeian brethren (who 
perhaps formerly eyed me askance) si'1ce I returned home, have 
nearly put me out of conceit altogether with my species. 
But from you, my ever dear sir, I look with confidence for the 
Apostolic love that shall wait on me through good report and bad 
report, the love which Solomon emphatically says 'is ~trong as 
death.''' Nicol was fifteen years older than the Poet, and 
survived him by nearly a year; but this did not stand in the way 
of Burns writing his epitaph :-
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" Ye maggots feed on Nicol's brain, 
For few sic feasts you've gotten, 

And fix your claws in Nicol's heart, 
For ueil a bit o't's rotten." 

Here it may be said that it was by Nicol that Burns was intro
duced to Ebenezer Michie, the schoolmaster of Cleish, in Fife
shire. Burns and his friend were out walking when they met 
Michie, who accompanied them to -the Poet's lodgings, where a 
merry night was spent. The Fifer fell asleep, and Burns took 
the opportunity of his silence to compose his epitaph, in which 
his excellencies as an instructor of the young were concisely 
suggested :-

" Here lie Eben Michie's banes, 
0, Sa~an, an' ye tak' him, 

Gie him the schulin' 0' your weans 
Fur clever deiJs he'll mak' 'em." 

William Cruickshank. with whom Burns lodged during his 
second wintl:!r in Edinburgh, was classical master in the High 
School, and was probably introJuc<:::d to thl:! Poet by his colleague, 
William Nlcol. Trained under his uncle, the famous school
master of Duns, and having besides this advantage, a university 
education, Cruickshank po~sessed a~ much culture as Nicol, with
out his disagre-:able temper. Burns loved him, and with his 
accustomed fulness of expression did not hesitate to say so. He 
addressed him as "the only man I ever knew who joined the 
most attentive prudence with the warmest generosity," and in a 
letter to Alexander Cunningham, the Edinburgh lawyer, he said, 
" Cruickshank is a glorious production of the Author of Man," 
and ,. dear to me as the ruddy drops that warm my heart." To 
the Rev. John Skinner Burns wrote that "Cruickshank was said 
to be one of the best Lltinists of his age," and when the inevit
able epitaph was produced this attainment was duly celebrated :-

" Honest Will to Heaven is gane, 
And mony shall lament him: 

His fauts they a' in Latin lay-
In English nane e'er kent them." 

Cruickshank died in 1795. 
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It must be mentioned here that the heroine of two of the 
songs of Burns-" A Rose-bud by My Early Walk," and "Beau
teous Rose-bud, Young and Gay,"-was Jenny, the only daughter 
of William Cruickshank. This little girl-she was just twelve 
years of age when Burns went to Edinburgh-had a very good 
voice for singing, and she also showed considerable proficiency as 
a pianist. The Poet took advantage of her voice and instrument 
to adapt his songs to suitable airs, and Professor Walker tells how 
he once found him "seated by the harpsichord of this young 
lady, listening with the keenest interest to his own verses which 
she sung and accompanied, and adjusting them to the music by 
repeated trials of effect. In this occupation he was so totally 
absorbed that it was difficult to draw his attention from it for a 
moment." It may also be noted that the air of the song, "A 
Rose-bud by my Early Walk," published in Johnson's collection, 
was, in the words of Burns, "composed by David Sillar, quondam 
merchant and now schoolmaster in Irvine." Sillar had perhaps 
more claim to be caned a musician than a poet, and Burns hailed 
him as "a brither fiddler" as well as "a brither poet." 

There is not much information of a biographical character to 
be found about Allan Masterton. He was one of the writing
masters in the High School, and was, like Nicol and Cruickshank, 
a man after Burns's own heart. The Poet described Masterton 
as one of the worthiest and best-hearted men living. " He and 
I," he also wrote, "were both sprouts of Jacobitism." "To tell 
the matter of fact," he added, "except when my passions were 
heated by some accidental cause my Jacobitism was merely by 
way of '[)ive la bagatelle." ~lasterton was a talented musician, and 
he composed airs to four songs of Burns, viz. :-" Beware of 
Bonie Ann," in which the charms of one of his own daughters 
were celebrated; "\Villie Brewed a Peck 0' Maut," in which he 
himself figured; "Strathallan's Lament," and "The Braes of 

Bal1ochmyle." He died in 1799. 
The departure of Burns from Edinburgh did not sever the 

fciendship which had been formed between him and th(:three 
High School teachers. They corresponded occasiona1\y, and 



Burns, Nicol, and Masterton met again more than once. '·Willie 
Brewed a Peck 0' Maut" describes one of these reunions, which 
touk place in 1789. "The occasion of the song," says Burns, 
"was this; Mr William Nicol, of the High School, Edinburgh, 
during the autumn vacation being at Moffat, honest Allan, who 
was at that time on a visit to Dalswinton, and I went to pay Nicol 
a visit. We had such a joyous meeting that Mr Masterton and I 
agreed each in our own way that we shouid celebrate the busi
ness." What Masterton produced has not been preserved; but 
we are content with Burns's account of what in modern phrase 
must have been" a high old time";-

" Here are we met, three merry boys, 
Three merry boys, I trow, are we ; 

And many a night we've merry been, 
And many mae we hope to be." 

That these hopes were not altogether unrealised is evidenced 
by a story told by Chambers, and it may be repeated in the 
language of that biographer :-" Nicol and Masterton," he says, 
"had come to spend a week of their vacation at Dumfries for the 
purpose of enjoying the society of their friend Burns. The scene 
of 'The Peck 0' Maut' was renewed every evening in the Globe 
Tavern. Excepting, indeed, that Burns attended to his duty in 
the forenoon, and that Willie and Allan took a rattling walk 
before dinner to give themselves an appetite, it might be said that 
the week was one unbroken round of merry-making. One day 
when they were to dine at the Globe, they found on coming in at 
three, that no dinner had been ordered. As Burns had taken 
on himself this duty, the fault was his, and the other two gentle
men were wroth with him accordingly. 'Just like him,' quo' Mrs 
Hislop; 'ye might hae kent that he's ne'er to lippen to.' 'Well, 
but can we have anything to eat? You know we must dine 
somehow.' Mrs Hislop, or a~ Burns called her, Meg, was not 
without resource. There was a tup's head in the pot for John 
and herself; if they pleased they might have the first of it. When 
it had been disposed on the board Nicol said: 'Burns, we fine 
you for neglect of arrangements; give us something new as a 
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grace.' The Poet instantly, with appropriate gesture and tone, 
said :-

, 0, Lord, when hunger pinches sore, 
Do Thou stand us in stead, 

And send us from thy bounteous store 
A tup-or wether head.' 

They fell to and enjoyed their fare prodigiously. 'Now, Burns, 
we have not done with you; we fine you again. Return thanks.' 
He as promptly respomled with :--

, 0, Lord, since we have feasted thus, 
Which we so little merit, 

Let Meg now take aWlty the flesh, 
And Jock bring in the spirit.' " 

The words of Dr Currie, contained in his biography of Burns, 
written in 1799, are sad :-" These three honest fellows-all men 
of uncommon talents-are now all under the turf." 

Another Edinburgh dominie whom Burns met in the course 
of his visit to the city was Alexander Christison, who was also on 
the staff of the High School. There is very little notice of this 
teacher in the biographies of the Poet, and it is probable that 
they did not meet on more than one or two occasions. It was in 
Christison's house, at a breakfast given to a number of literary 
people, that an incident which has often been related occurred. 
The conversation turned on Gray's" Elegy," on which one of the 
company-a clergyman-passed some hostile criticism of a general 
character. Gray's masterpiece was one of the favourite poems of 
Burns, who defended the work, and asked the critic to quote the 
passages which he thought objectionable. This the clergyman 
attempted to do, but made so many blunders that Burns, losing 
his temper, turned to him and said contemptuously, "Sir, I now 
perceive a man may be an excellent judge of poetry by square 
and rule, and after all be a d-- blockhead." Mrs Christison, 
who sat beside Burns, had an infant in her arms, and he apolo
gised to the child with the words, "I beg your pardon, my little 
dear." 

The intimacy to which allusion has now to be made shows 
Burns in a different aspect-that of a friend in need who is a 
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friend indeed. No one could fight better than Burns in the 
cause of justice, and the way he defended his friend James 
Clarke, the schoolmaster of Moffat, is admirable evidence of this 
statement. Burns must have become acquainted with this teacher 
when travelling in the Moffat district as an Exciseman. He found 
him to be a man of great worth, and when he was unjustly accused 
was prepared to make, and did make, every effort possible in his 
defence. The patrons of the school were the ministers, magis
trates and Town Council of Edinburgh, some of whom had 
charged Clarke with undue severity to the boys, and he was 
threatened with dismissal from his situation. Burns, who declared 
that he knew the merits of the case thoroughly, believed that 
Clarke was "falling a sacrifice to prejudiced ignorance and 
envious, causeless malice." He appealed to his friend Alexander 
Cunningham, Edinburgh, to use his influence with his uncle, 
Principal Robertson, the historian, on behalf of the persecuted 
schoolmaster, and he introduced Clarke to Cunningham in a 
letter in which he gives strong expression to some of his views on 
education. "He," that is, Clarke, "is accused (wrote Burns) of 
harshness to some perverse dunces that were placed under his 
care. God help the teacher, if a man of sensibility and genius, 
and such is my friend Clarke, when a booby father presents him 
with his booby son, and insists on lighting up the rays of science 
in a fellow's head whose skull is impervious and inaccessible by 
any other way than a positive fracture with a cudgel; a fellow 
whom, in fact, it savours of impiety to attempt to make a scholar 
of, as he has been marked a blockhead in the book of fate at the 
almighty fiat of his Creator." 

Burns also introduced Clarke to the Rev. William Moodie, 
minister of St. Andrew's Church, Edinburgh, in a letter, from 
which the following may be quoted :-" A man of abilities, a man 
of genius, a man of worth, and my friend; before I would stand 
quietly and silently by, and see him perish thus, I would down 
on my knees to the rocks and mountains, and implore them to 
fall on his persecutors, and crush their malice and them in 
deserved destruction." 
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Clarke was cheered with letters such as this from Burns:
"Courage mon ami, the day may after all be yours; but at any
rate there is other air to breathe than that of Moffat, pestiferously 
tainted as it is with the breath of that arch scoundrel, J--. 
There are two quotations from two poets, which, in situations 
such as yours, were congenial to my soul. Thomson says :-

, What proves the hero truly great 
Is never, never to despair.' 

And Dr Young:-

, On Rtoason build Resofve, 
That column of true majesty in man.' " 

At length after many months of effort by Burns and several 
of his friends, Clarke succeeded in freeing himself from his 
persecutors; but he did not remain in Moffat, removing to Forfar, 
where he prospered in his profession. Clarke had also received 
financial assistance from the Poet, and the money had not been 
paid back in the beginning of 1796, when Burns himself got into 
difficulties. He was obliged to ask Clarke to pay the loan in 
whole or in part. The reply of Clarke is worth quoting :_H My 
dear friend, your letter makes me very unhappy; the more so as 
I had heard very flattering accounts of your situation some montl-,s 
ago. A note (2IS) is enclosed, and if such partial paym~nts be 
acceptable this shall soon be fonowed by more. Myappointmt'flt 
here has more than answered my expectatioos, but fU4'nisbing a 
large house, etc., has kept me still very poor, and the persecution 
I suffered from that rascal, Lord Hopetoun, brought me into 
expenses, which, with all my economy, I have not yet rubbed off. 
Your disinterested friendship has made an impression which time 
cannot efface." 

The only other letter which, so far as I can dfficover, Burns 
addressed to Clarke is one of the saddest he ever penned. It was 
written on the 26th of June, r1<)6, and the shadow of deatb is 
cast on every word. " My dear Clarke," wrote Borns, "stil~ 5fH! 

me victim of an affliction; were you to see ~he emaciated figure 
who now holds the pen' to YOtl', yon would not know ymu oM 

6 
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fnend. Whether I shall ever get about 'again is only known to 
Him, the Great Unknown, whose creature I am. Alas, Clarke, I 
begin to fear the worst. As to my individual self, I am tranquil
I would despise myself were I not; but Burns's poor widow, and 
half-a-dozen of his dear little ones helpless orphans! There I 
am weak as a woman's tear. Enough of this! 'tis half my disease. 
I duly received your last, enclosing the note. It came extremely 
in time, and I am much obliged to your punctuality. Again I 

must request you to do me the same kindness. Be so very good 
as by return of post to enclose me another note. I trust you can 
do it without much inconvenience, and it will seriously oblige 
me. If I must go I leave a few friends behind me, whom I shall 
regret while consciousness remains. I know I shall live in their 
remembrance. Adieu, dear Clarke. That I shall ever see you 
again is, I am afraid, highly improbable." The fear was realised. 
One month later Burns passed away. 

It was during his residence in Dumfries that Burns formed 

his friendship with Clarke. Other two teachers who were at the 
same time included in his circle of friends were Thomas White 

and James Gray. Of White there is little to- be said. He was 
an Englishman, having been born at Hexham, in Northumberland, 
and when Burns became acquainted with him he was teaching in 

Dumfries Academy. The Poet had a great regard for White, who 
was one of the twenty choice friends among whom he distributed 
copies of the new and enlarged edition of the poems published in 
1793. Writing to Creech, asking for the volumes to be sent to 
him, Burns said that he meant "to present them among a few 
great folk whom I respect, and a few little folk whom I love." 
The copy presented to White bore this inscription :-" To Mr 
Thomas White, teacher, Dumfries Academy. Mr White will 

accept of ~his book as a mark of the most sincere friendship from 
a man who has ever had too much respect for his friends and too 
much contempt for his enemies to flatter either the one or the 

other.-The Author." White died 111 1825, at the age of 67-
He was buried in 8t. Michael's Churchyard, and on his tombstone 
he is described as "a profound and original mathematician, who 
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taught in the Dumfries Academy for forty years, and instructed 
hundreds to revere his memory." 

James Gray claims a fuller notice. As he was one of the 
last, so he was also one of the best friends of Burns-perhaps the 
best, because, as Professor Wilson said, he "was the first who, 
independently of every other argument, proved the impossibility 
-of the charges that had too long been suffered to circulate, withou t 
refutation, against Burns's character and conduct during his later 
-years by pointing to these." Wilson was referring to the songs
"almost daily effusions of his clear and unclouded genius." 
Professor Wilson did not write this without knowledge of the 
defender of the Poet. He was intimately acquainted with Gray, 
whom he described as "a man of poetical taste and feeling, and 
a scholar, on all accounts well entitled to speak of the character 
-of Burns; and, though there were no bounds to his enthusiasm 
when poets and poetry were the themes of his discourse, he was a 
worshipper of truth, and rightly believed that it was best seen in 
the light of lo\'e and admiration." 

Gray was the master of Dumfries Academy, and taught at 
least one of the children of Burns. He was afterwards master of 
the High School, Edinburgh, and latterly became a chaplain in 
the Hon. East India Company's service, surviving till 1830' His 
admirable defence of the Poet was contained in a letter to Gilbert 
Burns, and was printed in Peter kin's edition of the poems pub
lished in 18 I 5. The letter, which is a review of the character 
and conduct of Burns, as observed by Gray, who had a keen eye 
and great power in the expression of his thought, is too long to 
quote. But a few passages at least must be reproduced. " He 
seemed to me," said Gray, "to frequent convivial parties from the 
same feelings with which he wrote poetry, because nature had 
eminently qualified him to shine there, and he never on anyocca
sion indulged in solitary drinking. He was always the living 
spirit of the company, and, by the communications of his genius, 
seemed to animate everyone present with a portion of his own 
fire. He indulged in the sally of wit and humour, of striking 
.originality, and sometimes of bitter sarcasm, but always free from 
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the least taste of grossness. I was from the commencement of 
my acquaintance wi'th him struck with his aversion to all kinds of 

indelicacy, and have seen him dazzle and delight a party for hours 
together by the brilliancy and rapidity of his flashes, without even 
an allusion that could give offence to vestal purity. The 
men with whom he associated were not of the lowest order. He 
numbered among his intimate friends many of the most respect
able inhabitants of Dumfries and the vicinity. Several of those 
were attached to him by ties that the hand of calumny, busy as it 
was, could never snap asunder. They admired the Poet for his 
genius, and loved the man for the candour, generosity, and kind
ness of his nature. His early friends clung to him through good 
report and bad report with a zeal and fidelity that prove their 
disbelief of the malicious stories circulated to his disadvantage. 
Among them were some of the most distinguished characters in 
this country, and not a few females, eminent for delicacy, taste, 
and genius. They were proud of his friendship, and cherished 
him to the last moment of his existence. He was endeared to 
them even by his misfortunes, and still they retain for his memory 
that affectionate veneration which virtue alone inspires." 

Gray laid great stress on the tenderness of Burns as a father, 
and the care which he took of the education of his children, 
pointing to these as sufficient evidence to refute a host of slanders 
uttered against him. We will all, I think, agree with this evidence. 
A man who is right at his own fireside is not likely to be far 
wrong in the wider circle of public life. Let us be thankful for 
James Gray. 

'It is often said that a man is known by his friends. That is 
true,) and our estimate of Burns will not suffer by what we know 
of his association with the dominies. 

ANDREW M'CALLUM. 



S COT T ISH HIS TOR Y C H AIR. 

ANOTHER ASPECT OF THE QUESTION. 

T o the ordinary Scotsman it may seem, on a first thought, 
that no pleading is necessary to ensure success for a 

projeet so patriotic as the founding of a. Chair of Scottish History 
and Literature in any of the national Universities. The scheme 

is so reasonable that criticism of it seems out of place, and may 
even be regarded as factious or captious. Yet it has come, and 
in a spirit and with a strength which cannot be ignored. Now, 
there is always advantage in comprehending the position of 
adverse critics, and especially because in this matter opponents 
have s.omething of weight to say for themselves. They kno.w 
that prior to the Scottish Universities Act of 1889, and to the 
Ordinances of the Commissioners following upon it, there was 
very little teaching of history in the universities. Greek and 
Roman history were taught in the Greek and Latin classes, and 
Church history was taught to students of divinity, but British 
history might or might not be touched upon in classes of English 

literature; yet, save for one Chair in Edinburgh University, no 
provision was made for teaching general history or national 
history, and thus young men who were to be the teachers of their 

countrymen were left, to acquire such knowledge as best they 
eould. 

The Chair in the University of Edinburgh was originally one 

of Universal Civil History and of Greek and Roman Antiquities. 
Attendance was optional, and in the days when Sir William 
;Hamilton was colleague and successor to William Fraser Tytler 

the salary of one hundred pounds was payable from a local duty 
on beer. After 1862 the Chair was one of Constitutional Law 
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and Constitutional History. St. Andrews enjoyed the unique 
distinction of having a Chair of Civil and Natural History, one 
occupant of which delivered practically no lectures for a quarter 
of ll; century. 

After the Act of 1889 all the universities had special teachers 
of history. By the new ordinances Glasgow and Edinburgh had 
Chairs of History. Aberdeen and St. Andrews had to be content 
with lectureships. Aberdeen has now a Fletcher Chair, but St. 
Andrews is still waiting for some patriot to take away the reproach 
from her University organisation. 

By the Commissioners history was placed in the modern 
group of subjects for the M.A. degree. It may be studied as an 
alternative to English or other modern language. British history 
is the second subject in the English Honours School, and there 
is also a History Honours School. Special study of Scottish 
history has thus no place except as subordinate to English history 
and general European history. Edinburgh has been able to lead 
the way in patriotic study through the beneficence of Sir William 
Fraser, who founded a Chair of Ancient Scottish History and 
Palreography. There has thus been great positive gain. His
torical study has received fairly adequate recognition in the 
curricula of Arts graduates, and interest in the subject has grown 
steadily. Knowing these things, many who are interested in 
university development naturally deprecate what looks like a 
dissipation of energy and the mere addition of one member to 
the Faculty of Arts, who will provide one more option for the 
M.A. degree. Now the perplexing variety of paths to Arts 
graduation has already made a Scottish M.A. degree something 
very difficult to estimate apart from exact statement of the subjects 
which the individual graduate has studied. Besides, the import
ance of a knowledge of general history in a well thought-out 
scheme of culture is so great that any alteration of the balance of 
teaching power, which may substitute a restricted for a wider 
discipline, stands apparently condemned as illiberal and narrowing. 
The history of Scotland is but a fragment of the world's story. 
Time is short. Why spend precious months in detailed considera-
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tion of it? When to these reflections there is added the con

tention that study of their national histor}' by persons so perfervid 

as Scotsmen for the most part are is likely to lead to deepening 

of prejudice and resuscitation of old feuds, it might appear that in 

the interests of academic tranquility and unemotional research a 

subject so lined and scored with conflict had better be left to the 

solitary student or the Patriotic Association. All these objections 

-and they raise points of no slight interest-may fairly well be 

disposed of. All the Scottish university authorities are at this 

moment drafting new rules for Arts graduation, and they may be 

trusted to group studies so as to give all aspirants the possibility 

of rational culture. There is no reason why the study of history 

on a larger scale should suffer because very special attention is 

paid to national history. Any competent professor will say what 

is needed upon the relation of Scottish history to general history. 

He will know that while he must deal with Scottish history 

primarily he cannot make Scottish annals intelligible by isolated 

or prejudiced treatment. He will therefore place his record in its 

own corner of the world's charter-chest. Indeed, so far from 

prejudicing the study of general history, there is every probability 

that he will so stir the spirit of his students and so rouse their 

historical curiosity by his efforts that they will widen their interest 

and, by consequence, their investigatIOn. 
Under the present rules for Arts graduation no student is 

bound to apply himself to any but a small portion of history which 

comes in as part of his Latin, or Greek, or French, or German 

degree work. If, as is perfectly possible, he selects Latin and 
English as language subjects, he may leave the university with a 

degree, and yet, so far as his curriculum has gone, he may have had 

no instruction in, and he may have no knowledge of, any history 

except the history of Rome; and this acquaintance with Roman 

history is severely subordinate to a knowledge of the Latin 

language and of Latin literature. Now, what universityalumni 

want is not merely, or chiefly, that they obtain degrees, but that 

they have a full and complex culture. Some handling of present 

anomalies in historical study is therefore necessary. And surely 
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it is all anomaly that young Scotsmen, at the formative age. should 
have such limited opportunity for gaining intimate acquaintance 
with their country's past. Of course there are many histories, 
and the opportunities of all other readers are theirs also. But 
they would certainly'have a far funer and better training if they 
stildied Scottish history and its sources under the guidance of a 
iGllolar who had made it the work of his life. To the cosmopoli
taQ, Scotland is a little country with a slight story, which has a few 
highly-colol,lred passages. To an Englishman, if he has the pre
p<lSsession natural to his countrymen, it is the home of a 
turbulent and somewhat unreasonable people, who preferred 
poverty and independence to benevolent assimilation by wealthy 
and powerful neighbours, who were eager to bestow the gift of a 
higher civilisation and a stable rule. To the Scotsman, unless he 
have no imagination, the history of his own country and her 
fortunes cannot possibly be a little thing. It is the portion of 
the world-story which touches him at every point, and which has 
made him and his contemporaries what they are. It looms 
large because it is near, and it ought to be near, because in it lies 
the lipring of all his chief energies. The ,spirit of the present has 
its natural nurture in the record of the past. For" people will 
not look forward to posterity who never look backward to tbeir 
ances.tors." As for the controversial elements inseparable from 
discussion of Scottish history, one is forced to ask what university 
teacher does not raise keenly controverted, indeed fundamental, 
questions? The teachers of ethics, metaphysics, theology, and 
political economy constantly discuss earnestly-debated questions,. 
yet the peace of the country is not unduly disturbed, and its 
intellectual development advances. If the young Scot can bear. 
without injury, investigation of the implications of right and 
wrong. g(()J)d and evil, appearance and reality, Free Trade and 
1;'rotectioD, of man's nature and God's existence" he may surely be 
subjected to the strain of inquiring into English claims to supre
macy over Scotland, into the origin and effects. of the long alliance 
with France, into the policy of Henry VIII. toward Scotland, and 
the dourness of Presbyterian and the pliability of Episcopal 
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Churchmen, to say nothing of Jacobite rIsmgs and Cumberland 
brutalities. Present social and political conflicts may be too 
closely read into the annals of an earlier time, and some heat 
may be engendered. But there is a counterbalancing considera
tion. Contemporary problems are only intelligible in the light of 
the past, and we must accept the shadow, such as it is, for the 
light. Passion and prejudice will exist, whether enlightenment be 
sought or not, and it is surely the better way to give light as fully 
and freely as possible that passion may be purified and directed 
and prejudice abated or dispelled. 

The problem of teaching Scottish history in the universities, 
however, is not merely one relating to the wider culture of 
Scottish graduates. It is indirectly the concern of the whole 
Scottish nation. According to the equipment of the teachers the 
people will be taught. Few things, indeed, have been more 
striking than the popular interest in national history in spite of 
the imperfection of the teaching available in the past. The. 
Scottish peasantry and commonalty genera1Jy ha\'e owed not 
a little of their intellectual robustness and manly spirit to their 
interest in the annals of Scotland, to their fair knowledge of them 
considering their meagre opportunities, and to their proper pride 
in belonging to a nation which had such a record. Perhaps 
certain figures have fascinated them, or re\'olted them too strongly, 
and have fostered emotions which cosmopolitans would gladly see 
quenched-\Va1Jace, who left his name to be found 

" Like a WIld flower 
All over his dear country "-

Bruce, the Good Lord James (a very different person from the 
Good Regent), Sir David Lindsay, John Knox, Queen Mary,. 
Bloody Mackenzie, and Robert Burns. Any people, howe\ er 
stoEd, must benefit from good teachinp; in their native history. 
Our people are by no means stolid, but have shown keen interest in 
it, and an appreciation of it which deserves cultivation. Miss 
Sttickland, in ber Life of Quee1J Mary, tells a story which is to 
the point on this head :-" Here it. is impossible to refrain from 
recording a pleasing trait of generous feeling displayed by David 
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Marshall, tacksman of the Lochleven fishery, cooper, and pr~

prietor of the boats employed in transporting visitor;; to and from 
Lochleven Castle; for, after he and two men had rowed me and 
my party to the island, battled with a rough ground-swell which 
made our passage very laborious, tarried my leisure while making 
local investigations and notes for this painful chapter of Mary 
Stuart's hiography, and had safely landed me on the shores of 
Kinross, he stoutly refused to accept his five-shilling fee, or any 
reward whatever, because he had gathered from the conversation 
that I was writing Queen Mary's life. It was in vain that my 
friend's coachman took him aside, and, producing a Scotch one
pound note, told him that his lady, M rs Skene of Pitlour, with 
whom I was on a visit, had given private orders to him to pay all 
expenses. David Marshall put the proffered guerdon aside with 
a determined air, saying :-' No, I will not take money for this job 
from anyone; I must be permitted to have the pleasure of render
ing this little service to that lady for Queen Mary's sake.''' 

In Scotland there is scarcely a district where the peasantry 
do not interest themselves in 

" Old, unhappy, far-off things 
And battles long ago. " 

All who know their distinctive characteristics think them worth 
preserving, and worth making the most of by the right kind of 
appeal to the ideal side of their nature. There is prose enough 
and more than enough of bare matter-of-fact knowledge in pre
sent-day education; a wise strengthening of the springs of emotion 
by accurate delineation and interpretation of the national past 
can do nothing but good. 

What is thus sought for Scotland has been accomplished 
in many other lands. On the Continent of Europe there 
is a strange diversity of mterest in the several countries. A casual 
glance at Minerva: The Year-book of the Learned TForld, will give 
the curious reader some striking information on this and on many. 
other points. Switzerland and Russia lead the way. Basel and 
Lausanne have each an extraordinary professor of modern Swiss 
history. Bern, Freiburg" and Geneva have ordinary professors. 
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while Zurich has both an ordinary and an extraordinary professor 
of this subject. The University of St. Petersburg has one pro
fessor and two privat-docenten, who lecture on Russian history, 
and an additional privat-docent who lectures on the history of the 
Slav peoples. Moscow, as becomes the ancient capital, has one 
emeritus professor, one ordinary professor, and seven privat
docenten, who lecture on Russian history, or on the history of 
Russia, for they make a distinction; while at Charkow there are 
two professors and one privat-docent. Holland, where someh9w 
one looked for better things, has but one professor of Dutch 
history, and he lectures at Leiden. Hungarian history is taught 
at Klausenburg, Bohemian history at Prague, Spanish history at 
Salamanca, and Japanese history at Tokio. Germany and France 
are not so far in advance as might have been expected. In the 
University of Paris there is a professor who deals with the French 
Revolution, and there are several professors of modern history, 
but there is no special professor of French history, nor is there of 
German history at Berlin. At Toulouse there is a professor of 
the history of Southern France, and of Rhenish history at Bonn. 
The United States of America, which have taken successfully so 
many new departures, have not overlooked the importance of 
national history as a medium of education, although even there 
there are anomalies. Ann Arbor is better equipped than Balti
more. Harvard gives teaching in American arch:eology and 
ethnology, but not in American history; Columbia University 
(New York) is in the same condemnation, while the University of 
Pennsylvania has the same staff for this work as Ann Arbor. 
Yale has one professor, and Chicago has no fewer than two ordi
nary professors and one associate. There are thus models enough 
for deeds of foundation of Scottish History Chairs when the funds 
are forthcoming. 

The linking of Scottish literature, especially historical litera
ture, with Scottish history will be neither inappropriate nor bur
densome. In Scottish poetry, through all its course, are to be 
found valuable documents illustrating the life and aspirations of 
the people. Indeed, few testimonies to the costliness of the long, 
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bitter struggle with England are half so striking as the scant 
quantity and. in the main; meagre quality of Scottish literature 
prior to the union of the Parliaments in comparison with the 
volume and richness, in all regions except the dramatic, through
out the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

To do full justice to the fidd of Scottish his.tory, and to 
produce proper practical effect upon the life of the present, it were 
perhaps to be desired that endowm~nts could be found for Chairs 
of Scottish History and Literature in Oxford and Cambridge as 
well as in the Scottish Universities. The people of England have 
many excellencies, and they are no longer the old enemy. They 
might,. without loss, learn much more of Scotland and her historYI 
and in this way attain to a comprehension of the fact that there is 
sometimes a good way of doing things which is not English at all. 
Not a little legislative blundering would never have occurred, and 
more international sympathy and comprehension would emerge 
in the person~ of the cultured Englishmen who represent consti
tuencies south of the Border, had they had fair opportunity of 
knowing thoroughly the mixed tragedy and comedy of the his
tory of Scotland, and the all but unrelieved tragedy of the history 
of Ireland. 

REV. PROFESSOR LA WSON, 
St. A ndrew's University. 

PLEA .FOR A CHAIR OF SCOTTISH HISTORY. 

THE recent animated)nd interesting discussion on the teaching, 
or rather absence of teaching, of our national history in schools 
raises another and perhaps more vital question, namely, why is 
there no provision for the teaching of Scottish history in our 
University? 

In the Universities of other countries, as a rule, abundant 
means are given for the education: of the people in their national 
history. There the study of history generally begins at home. 
English history, diplomatic history, and palceography are, of 
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course, taught in Oxford and Cambridge. America has 
Chairs for American history and archreology. In Copen-
hagen there are Chairs for Northern history and Icelandic history. 
At Christiania there is a professOl~hip of Northern archreology. 
Russian history is taught at St. Petersburg and Mosrow, Belgian 
history at Brussels, Bohemian history at Prague, Austrian history 
at Vienna. At Buda-Pesth there is a Chair of Diplomatic and 
Heraldry. In Italy there is a professorship for even so local a 
subject as the topography of Rome. All the German Universities 
provide for medireval as well as for modern German history and 
pajreography. But they do these things best in France, where 
not only do the Universities deal with ~rench history, medireval 
French literature, and even French rhetoric, but the Ecole des 
Chartes outdistances the Universities by the com!'>leteness of 
its scientific equipment for the teaching of the national history 
on all its sides. 

In Scotland, however, the teaching of Scottish history as a 
separate subject is confined to the capital. Is there any 
reason why Glasgow should longer allow Edinburgh the monopoly 
of equipment for teaching our national history ? 

The main purposes of a University Chair-these at any rate 
in which it is differentiated from teaching in schools-are three
fold. First, it m1:lst supply the necessary endowment for con
tinuous and independent research on the part of the occupant, 
and for the ordinary teaching of the subject on a scientific 
standard. Second, it is meant to train the more seriotls students 
in methods of research. Third, it ought to be a meeting point of 
similar and cognate studies carried on outside. The first of these 
needs nC) special application in regard to history. As regards the 
second, the reading of old script, the interpretation of original 
documents and records, the explanation of legal technicalities, the 
translation of the vernacular of medireval Latin and French are 
now necessary parts of the equipment of the scholar. But at 
present every student has to leam these things for himself. And, 
as regards the third, it is common knowledge that €;lasgow already 
has in its midst several men who are devoted and recognised 



94 

students of some period, or of some particular subject, such as 
would naturally fall within the purview of Scottish history. For 
such scholars this Chair would be a centre of organisation, and 
the co-ordination of studies could scarcely fail of the same success 
here as it has had in England and France. Thus at last, subject
ing the subject to the dry light of modern scientific criticism, we 
should get it raised above the provincial platform, and rescue it 
from being the plaything of national passion and sometimes 
parochial prejudice. 

It would take too long even to run over the subjects calling 
for this co-ordinated study. The old Scottish constitution, the 
Church and its changes,' the charters and chartularies, the eco
nomics of the medireval as well as of the relatively modern period, 
the factors of race and geography, the coming of the Celt, the 
Lowlander, and the Norseman; the social, industrial, and poli
tical evolution; the archreology and the art, the literature of the 
vernacular, the warfare, the sea history, the organic development 
of tribal, royal, feudal, and burghal institutions; the old domestic 
life, the influence of England, the alliance with France, the 
European side of the Scot, the share of the Scot in European 
scholarship, the balance-sheet of the Unions of the Crowns and 
the Parliaments, the attempt to estimate the contribution of Scot_ 
land to the common stock of the Empire-the field is almost 

limitless. 
I need not pretend that my interest in the matter is alto

gether unselfish. One of the subjects in the honours school for 
the higher degree in economic science is, of course, economic 
history. I am ashamed to say that all we can ask of our 
students is a profession of English economic history. Not only 
is there no teaching of the economic development of our country, 
but the subject actually has not been thought worthy of separate 
investigation and publication. And yet even the limited resources 
.of our own University library show that there is a wealth of 
material only requiring to be put together. 

PROFESSOR W. SMART, 
Glasgow University. 
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SUR VEY OF DISCUSSION. 

THE proposal to raise a fund to found a Cbair of Scottish History 
and cognate Literature in the University of Glasgow has met with 
general approval. Those that welcome it do so on various 
grounds, but there is a common measure of agreement that it is 
-desirable and necessary. By consent, Glasgow is recognised as 
having a peculiar claim as a centre of Scottish study. It lies III a 
region whose associations include the dim legends of an irrecover
able past, the birth of the Scottish nation, and "the imperishable 
glory of beginning the heruic struggle for Scottish independence." 
Moreover, the surrounding country is rich in illustrations and 
memorials of our story, and something in the atmosphere seems 
to make it congenial to antiquaries, arch::eo\ogists, and historians. 
Hence it is that, leaving all other considerations out of account, 
some are convinced that on grounds of pure scholarship the local 
University ought to have at least one professor whose busi
ness is to make a thorough study of the national history 
and literature, and whose function is to guide and instruct 
others in the same patriotic and delightful pursuit. At 
this moment the question how to tackle the scientific investigation 
of the dialects of Scotland is being considered by the Scottish 
branch of an "English" Association. To any disposed to cavil 
at the suggestion that the Universities should he strengthened by 
the addition of specialists in Scottish studies the question may be 
put, "Where are the members of the Association to turn for 
experience and guidance ?" The inevitable answer is a rebuke to 
-our gross neglect of our national treasures. 

The case for the proposed Chair might well be based on this 
single position, that a number of people interested in the studies 
proper to such a Chair are prepared to find the money required 
for securing that they shall receive something like adequate atten
tion. They might well be content to say, and some would 
certainly object to add one word more, that they are concerned 
for the national reputation in a matter of pure:scholarship. They 
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think it discreditable that in any Scottish University there should 
not be provision for the separate study of the language, literature, 
and history of Scotland. Put in this way the case for the pro
posed Chair is such that any scholar would wonder why the 
ma.tter should be discussed further, except with regard to ways 
and me3.ns. 

It is urged that a course in Scottish History would have a 
narrowing and parochial effect. This is not in itself a very note
worthy proposition, but it has been put forward by several persons 
whose opinion deserves respectful treatment. In the first place, 
History is a purely optional subject; a student may become a 
graduate without having made any fuller study of History than is 
involved in a school curriculum or in preparation for the Univer
sities' preliminary examinations. Moreover, it has been wholly 
left out of sight that, under the new scheme proposed by the 
Scotch Education Department, l:istori.cal study is to be put on 
such a footing in the secondary schools that a student would 
carry into the Scottish History class an excellent knowledge of 
general history. In fact, the discussion from the University point 
of view has been vitiated throughout by forgetfulness of what the 
schools require and of what they aim at accomplishing. At this 
point' persons inte;ested may be reminded that, in the near future 
and in view of the stress to be laid on History in the schools, 
teachers of the subject will require to bold an Honours Degree 
or to have attended Honours classes in it, Further, school 
history is to include the History of Scotland; therefore, the 
Universities must be in a position to supply adequate instruction. 
On the practical side, therefore, the discussion of whether there 
should be a Chair of Scottish History is purely academic; there 
will be almost immediately a demand for it, and the real practical 
question is how to raise the money. There is no good 
reason why a course in History should not consist of fifty lectures 
in General and other fifty in Scottish History, if any student 
prefers that. Under the proposed ordinance, a student taking 
the ordinary degree and giving special attention to History would 
be able to include a course in the History of Scotland. An 
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Honours Degree in History would of necessity include the 
national story. But while, in deference to some that see lions 
in the path, there has been indicated briefly how they may be 
scared away, all concerned should look ahead. Those are blind 
readers of the signs of the times who do not see how the develop
ment of the schools is bringing ever nearer a complete reorgani
sation of the University system. The time cannot be far distant 
when the existing method of building up graduation courses 
will be abandoned, and students will come up to study in a 
department of knowledge. History will then mean a group of 
{;ourses in the various divisions of the subject, and will require a 
staff of professors, lecturers, and assistants. What is required 
meantime is substantial support to the Fund about to be opened. 
Subscribers may be assured that their efforts will achieve a desir
able educational end and take away a reproach from our patriotism. 

ACTION OF BURNS CLUBS. 

It seems singularly appropriate, and of good omen, that the first 
official act of the newly formed Glasgow and District Burns Clubs 
Association should have been a recommendation to all the bodies 
composing it to do everything in their power to afford moral and 
financial sUpp0rt to the proposed Scottish Chair of History and 
Historical Literature. Such a recommendation is entirely in the 
spirit of Burns himself, and one can well imagine the enthusiasm 
with which the Poet, with his robust and sensible patriotism, 
would have devoted himself to the furtherance of a plan which 
promised to be of so mllch utility to Scotland. Such a move
ment, also, gives a practical meaning to Burns Clubs, and more 
than justifies their existence. And the movement is appropriate 
also, not only as being a posthumous echo of Burns's own spirit, 
but as emanating from institutions whose object is the perpetual 
commemoration of the man whose genius IS now universally 
recognised as the crown of Scottish literature. 

DR WM. W ALLACE, 
Editor, " Glasgow Herald." 

7 
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CIRCULAR ISSUED BY THE BURNS FEDERATION 

GLASGOW, Jztne, I908. 

Chair of Scottish History and Literature. 

DEAR SIR, 

You are doubtless aware of the movement to 
establish a Chair of Scottish History and LIterature in the 
University of Glasgow. The project for such a Chair has 
recently occasioned much interesting discussion, an epitome of 
which will be found in the pamphlet enclosed. Evidently there 
exists a strong public opinion that adequate provision should be 
made in our Universities for full and systematic instruction in a 
subject which lies so closely and vitally at the roots of national 
character and conduct. There is urgent necessity, not only that 
ordinary students, including prospective school teachers, should 
receive direction in the subject, but also that advanced students 
should have opportunities of technical training in the methods of 
original research. 

To promote the enterprise a Scottish History and Literature 
Chair Committee, widely representative of national feeling and 
culture, has been formed, at a recent meeting of which it was 
resolved that various Scottish Associations should be invited to 
form local committees for procuring suhscriptions. A suhscrip
tion sheet is enclosed herewith, and as many additional sheets 
will be sent as you may require. 

A sum of £20,000 would be nece~sary for the adequate 
endowment of a Chair. This sum can easily be raised if the 
scheme is everywhere taken up with energy. A considerable 
portion of the amount has already been promised, and Sir William 
Bilslapd, Bart., Lord Provost of Glasgow, Principal MacAhster of 
Glasgow University, Sir John U re Primrose, Bart., and other well
known public men, are actively interesting themselves on behalf 
of the scheme. 

The committee earnestly commend the movement to your 
Association, and suggest that a special meeting of the members 
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should be called at an early date to consider it. In order that 
the Committee may know what amount of support the enterprise 
is likely to receive, it will be a favour if your Association will 
intimate to one of the joint-secretaries within the next three 
months the approximate amount of contributions. 

Remittances should be sent to the honorary treasurers, 
Joseph Brockie, Esq., J.P., Royal Bank, Kilmarnock, or John S. 
Samuel, Esq., J.P., F.R.S.E., City Chambers, Glasgow. 

Yours fOlithfully, 

'VILLIAM WALLACE, Editor, " Glasgow Herald," 
Chairmalt of Comlllittee. 

JAS. MARTIN, 

163 West George Street, Gla"gow. 

THOMAS AMOS, 

Sunnyside, (Xlebe Road, Kilmarnock. 
} 

Joint 
Secretaries. 



THE ONLY LIVING GRANDSON OF 

ROBERT BURNS. 

J AMES GLENCAIRN THOMSON FUND. 

I N response to a letter to the papers from Mr John K. 

M'Dowall, a meeting was held in the Religious Institution 
Rooms, Buchanan Street, Glasgow, on Wednesday, 25th April, 
1906. Sir John Ure Primrose, Bart., LL.D., presided. About 
thirty gentlemen attended. 

The Chairman explained that Mr Thomson was the only 
surviving grandson of Robert Burns, the Poet, and but for the 
intervention of friends, who honoured the name and connection, 
Mr Thomson might suffer from want in his declining years, and 
he was perfectly confident there were persons sufficiently devoted 
who would never allow such a thing to occur. The facts having 
come to his knowledge through Mr M'Dowall, he agreed with 
that gentleman that the proper method was to bring a few gentle
men together who would constitute themselves a committee to 
raise a sum to ensure Mr Thomson's declining years being passed 
in at least moderate comfort. Mr J. Bruce Walker (Canadian 
Government Agent in Glasgow) moved, "That the meeting 
approve of the institution of a fund to provide an annuity in 
favour of Mr Thomson-and that a committee be appointed, 
with an executive of four gentlemen, including a secretary and 
treasurer." Speaking to the motion Mr Walker asked that some 
effort be made to make some restitution to the name and fame 
of, and some amends for the indifference shown to, Mr Thomson's 
grandfather by their forefathers years ago. Mr David Fortune, 
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J.p., in a few well-chosen remarks, seconded, and the resolution 

was unanimously adopted. · 

The following committee was then elected, viz. :-

General Committee-*Sir John Ure Pri"mrose, Bart., LL.D., 

Chairman; Councillor Hugh Alexander, J.P.; Robert S. Alla:n, 

Esq., J.P.; Wm. AlIan, Esq. (Rosebery Burns Club) ; Rev. Jas. 

Jllmes Qlencairn Thomson. 

Barr, RD.; Colonel R. J. Bennet, V.D. ; Dr J. Wilson Cameron; 

J. M'Naught CampbeiJ, Esq., F.Z.S., Provincial Grand Secretary ; 

Robert Chalmers, Esq.; Councillor Frank 1. Cohen; Robert 
Crawford, Esq., LL.D., D.L., J.P. ; Thomas Devlin, Esq.; *David 

Fortune, Esq., J.P., F.S.S.; James Glen, Esq., M.A., B.L.; 

Joseph Graydon, Esq. ; Councillor Jas. Henderson, J.P.; Andrew· 
Hewat, Esq., J.P. (Sandyford Burns Club); J. B. Livingstone, 

Esq.; Henry F. Lowndes, Esq., B.L.; *Robert M'Callum, jun., 
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Esq.; "*John K .. .M'Duwall, Esq., J.P.; Tom .M'Ewan, Esq., 
R.S.W.; Wm . .M'Neill, Esq.; Wm. B. Paterson, Esq.; Michael 
Si mons, Esq., D.L., J.P.; *Hugh B. Stewart, Esq. (Haggis Club); 
Bailie P. G. Stewart; Matthew Waddell, Esq.; J. Bruce Walker, 
Esq., Canadian Govern ment Agent; Peter White, Esq. (Bridge
ton Burns Club); Colonel J. B. Wilson, V.D., J.P. (Those 
marked * comprise the Executive Committee) . 

.Messrs John K. M'Dowall and Robert .M'Callum, jun., 
were appointed Hon. Joint Secretaries and Treasurers. 

The Executive, who were given full powers, started work 
immediately, and, after securing the following list of patrons, 
issued the following appeal, viz. :-

"Patrons-William Bilsland, Esq., the Hon. the Lord 
Provost of Glasgow; J. G. A. Baird, Esq., Well wood, .Muirkirk; 
George N. Barnes, Esq., M.P., House of Commons, London; 
Andrew Carnegie, Esq., LL.D., Skibo Castle, Sutherlandshire; 
Archibald Coats, Esq., J.P .• Paisley; Sir James Coats, Bart., of 
Auchendrane, Ayrshire; The Right Hon. Charles Scott Dickson, 
M.A., K.c., 22 Moray Place, Edinburgh; W. H. Dun\op, Esq., 
Doonside, Ayr; Provost Joseph J. Glover, Dumfries; William 
Jacks, Esq., LL.D .. Crosslet, Dumbarton; James Kennedy, Esq., 
Doonholm, Ayr; Wllliam M'Killop, Esq., .M.P., House of Com
mons, London; T. P. O'Connor, Esq., M.P., Oakley Lodge , 
Chelsea; A. A. Speirs, Esq., D. L., T. P., of Elderslie, Houston 
House, Renfrewshire, Provincial Grand .Master; Sir Hugh Shaw
Stewart, Bart., D.L., J.P., Ardgowan; Sir A. ~. Torrance, M.P., 
House of Commons, London; Harry Anderson Watt, Esq., M.P., 
House of Commons, London; T. M'Kinnon Wood, Esq., M.P., 
House of Commons, London. 

"At a public meeting held in the Religious Institution 
Rooms, Glasgow, on 25th April, 1906, Sir John Ure Primrose 
Bart., LL.D. presiding, it was resolved to institute a fund in aid 
of Mr James Glencairn Thomson, the only surviving grandson of 
the Poet Robert Burns, and the above committee wag formed to 
carry through the proposal. Seven years ago an appeal was made 
to the public on behalf of .Mr Thomson, and the sum of .£175 
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was raised. This, with about £100 of his ONn savings, has been 
his only income during the above period, and it is now exhausted. 
Mr Thomson is in his 78th year, and is well known to a great 
many-especially local-admirers of the Poet as a man of kindly 
and genial disposition, still able to sing with expression and spirit 
his grandfather's songs, and thoroughly conversant with all the 
shrewd comments on men and things which are to be found in 
the immortal poems. He is a Brother of the Masonic Craft, and 
is well known on Camphill Green (of which he is an original 
member) as a keen bowler . 

• , The Committee now earnestly appeal to admirers of 

Robert Burns, both at home and abroad, to aid them in this 
laudable object and duty, with every confidence. Subscriptions 
will be gratefully received and acknowledged by Mr Robert 
M'Callum, jun., 69 Union Street, Glasgow, Joint Secretary and 
Treasurer.-In name of the Committee, 

JOHN URE PRIMROSE, Chairman. 

JOHN K. M'DoWALL, } Hon. Joint Secretaries 
ROBERT M'CALLUM, Jun., and Treasurers. 

"Glasgow, June, 1906." 

Nearly 600 appeals were sent out. The subscription was 
kept open for eighteen months. It was specially asked that a 
collection should be made on behalf of the Fund at the Anni
versary Banquets and Gatherings in January, 1907; but, unfor
tunately, the" Auld Brig Fund" cropped up, and its importance 
and extreme urgency overshadowed the Thomson Testimonial; 
but, notwithstanding the unfortunate circumstances, a very sub
stantial sum was raised. At a meeting of the General Committee 
on 8th January, 1908. the Executive were, on the motion of 
Colonel Burnett, V.D., discharged, and thanked for their valuable 
labours, and Messrs David Fortune, lP., J. K. M'Dowall, J.P., 
and Robert M'Callum, jun., were appoinkd trustees, with full 
powers. 

[The foregoing was communicated by Mr M'Dowall, and we 
gladly give it a place in the Chronic/e.-ED.] 
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THE NASMYTH-RAEBURN PORTRAIT 

OF ROBERT BURNS. 

I N an iconography that has been declared by one who knew 

the subject to the ground to be "an enigma to experts and 

laymen," not the least interesting item is the Raebum, or rather 

the Nasmyth-Raebum, portrait of Robert Burns. The question 
as to whether Sir Henry Raebum painted Bums from the life 

may be considered as settled, for no picture (or any record of one) 
is known in which the unmistakable features of the Poet and the 

equally unmistakable hand of the Painter can be recognised. It 
seems incredible that Bums, visiting Edinburgh from Mauchline 

and Ellisland and Dumfries, never met Raebum, settled in 

George Str~et there from 1787, the year of the second edition of 

the "Poems." But there is no evidence to the contrary; and 

the loss is ours that the greatest Scots Poet was not portrayed 

(from the quick) on canvas by the greatest Scots painter, an 

artist who "need hardly vail his' bOl~net to the best that ever 

painted portraits." 

There is no doubt, however, that Raebum worked on the 

George Thomson replica of the 1787 bust-portrait of Bums by 

Alexander NasmYlh; it is said that he even "touched" the 

original itself, a quite possible proceeding when it is rem~mbered 

that that I ortrait was in Edinburgh, in Alexander Cunningham's 

possession, for more than a decade-from 1796 till 1808 to be 
exact-and that it must have hung for a considerable time in 

Raeburn's studio. Also, there is contemporary documentary 

evidence to prO\e that Raebum did execute a portrait of Bums, 

though not from the life; hut only a portion of that evidence has 

hitherto been published. A recent discovery in the s-rnape of 
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manl:lscript letters that tell the early history of the portrait serves 

to draw attention to the matter. 
In 1802 Messrs Cadell and Davies, owners of the cop.yright 

of Burns's writings, and publishers of Dr James Currie's editions 
of the "Works of Robert Burns," proceeded against certain 
"piratical publishers," who, as they put it, had "invaded" their 

property. On the recommendation of Burns's friend and corres
pondent, Alexander Cunningham, they engaged as their agent in 
Scotland one Thomas Manners, a Writer to the Signet in Edin

burgh. From a letter (unpublished) written by him to his clients 
in London we learn that Cadell and Davies had been desirous of 

obtaining a copy or a drawing of the bust portrait of Burns painted 
from the life by Alexander Nasmyth early in 1787. and at that 
time, as already stated, in Cunningham's possession. Writing 
from Edinburgh on June 29, 1802, to Cadell and Davies, Manners 

says :-

" I now understand that it is to the kind offices of my worthy 
and much respected friend, Mr Cunningham, I owe my having the 
honour of your employment in this Business. I trust my conduct 

will do no discredit to his friendly recommendation. In a late 
conversation with him he bid me say that if you are still desirous 
of having a Copy of the Bard's original picture in his possession, 
it would afford him pleasure to accommodate you, and with that 
view he will put it into the hands of our first artist here, Raeburn, 

who will do it every Justice." 
Cadell and Davies's reply has not (so far as the writer knows) 

been preserved, but its nature may be gathered from an extract 
from a subsequent commumcation, dated August 23, 180.2 (and 
not before printed), to them from Manners :-

" 1 took an early opportunity of delivering your Commands 
to my friend, Mr Cunningham, respecting Burns's picture, when 
he requested me to acquaint you that there is no person in this 
Country capable of making an accurate drawing of the Picture, 
that Raeburn alone is fit to do it Justice in painting a Copy of 
it, and that his Charge for such Copy will be 20 Guineas, which 

Mr Cunningham says you could dispose of for 40 Guineas at any 
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time. If you do not think Mr RaE:burn's Charge too high, Mr 
Cunningham will be happy in furnishing him with the original, 
and transmit you the Copy when finished." 

Caddell and Davies appear to have accepted Cunningham's 
suggestion, for on November 14, 1803, Raeburn himself informed 
them, in a letter that has never before been printed, that the 
portrait was completed :-

(1) Henry Raeburn to Cadell and Davz"es. 

"Edinburgh, 14th November, 1803. 

"Gentlemen,-According to your order, transmitted to me 
by Mr Cunningham, I have finished a copy of Burns the poet, 
from the original portrait painted by Mr Nasmyth. I have shown 
it to Mr Cunningham, who thinks it very like him, and I hope it 
will also meet with your approbation. I am ready to send it 
whenever you please to order me. 

"Smacks leave this for London twice a week. I have 
frequently sent pictures hy that mode of conveyance, and they 
always went safe.-I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) "HENRY RAEBURN," 

On hearing from the publishers, Raeburn replied in a letter 
that has been printed, though with a wrong date, on more than 
one occasIOn :-

(2) Hmry Raeburn to Cadell and Davz"es. 

"York Place, Edinburgh, December I, 1803. 

"Gentlemen,-I inc10se you a Receipt for a Case contain
ing Burns's Portrait, and I have no doubt you will get it soon and 
safe, and I flatter myself with the hope of its meeting with your 
approbation than which, I assure you, nothing will give me more 
pleasure. 

"I have twenty Guineas for a portrait the size of Burns's. I 
do not wish you to remit the money to me for, as I have money 
to pay in London, I shall, after receiving your permission, draw 
upon you for the amount.-I am, with much respect, 

"Gentlemen, your most Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) "HF.NRY RAEBURN." 

: 
~! 
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The receipt also has been printed before; the bill has not:-

"Union Shipping Company's Office, Leith, 

"November 30, 1803. 

"Received on board the Union Shipping Company's Smack 
Sprz"ghtly, James Taylor, Master, for London, One Case, marked 

as per margin (Cadell and Davies, London), which I promise to 
delIver at Miller's Wharf, all and every the dangers and accidents 
of th~ seas and navigation of whatever nature or kind soever 

excepted.- For the Master, 
(Signed) "I. RUNNISON." 

"Edinburgh, 7th January. 1904. 

" Gentlemen,-Ten days after sight please pay to Mr J ames 
Lyon or his order the sum of Twenty one pounds Stg. on my 
acct. (Signed) "HENRY RAEBURN. 

" To Messrs Cadell & Davies, 
" Strand, 

" London. 
" Accd. 

"e. & D. 

" Jany. I1, 18°4." 

Cadell and Davies appear to have been very well satisfied 

with the portrait if we may judge from Raeburn's letter of acknolV
ledgment, which has never before been printed :-

(3) Henry Raeburn to Cade/l and Davies. 

"Edinburgh, 22nd February, 1804. 

"Gentlemen,-Nothing could be more gratifying to me than 
the approbation you expressed of the copy I made for you of 
Robert Burns. 

"I hope you ""ill be equally pleased with the portrait I now 
send you by the orders of Mr Henry Mackenzie. It is shipped 
on board the Glasgow, Willm. Liburn, master, and I have no 

doubt you will receive it safe.-I am, respectfully, gentlemen, 
your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) "HENRY RAEBURN." 
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Not till sixteen years later do we again hear of this J!lortrait 
of Burns painted by Raeburn. Where it hung during that period 
is matter of conjecture; not unlikely it formed part of the 
decoration of the publishing establishment at 141 Strand. On 
April I, 1820, Clldell and Davies advertised, as "published this 
day," a new and improved edition of Currie's Works of Robert 
Burns-the eighth edition they called it, though really it was the 
ninth, for an eighth had been issued six years previously. This 
new edition was the revision of Currie's work that Cadell, in [815, 

had asked Gilbert Burns to undertake, and that was then ready, 
after a period of nearly five years. Advertisements in The 
.Morning Chronicle (London) and in Glasgow and Edinburgh 
newspapers of the month of April, 1820, state that the work is 
Issued" with a new portrait;" the portrait itself, in the first of the 
four volumes of which the work consists, bears to be engraved by 
W. T. Fry after A. Nasmyth; from which it may be inferred that 
Raeburn, having but copied the Nasmyth, did not displace that 
painter's name on the engraved plate. Showing a face with a 
strong intellectual expression, the portrait as engraved is a decided 
and a welcome departure from the Beugo of 1787 and the Neagle
Beugo of 1800; so decided, indeecl, that one is not surprised to 
find from a later advertisement (in Poetical Works of Robert 

Burns, vo1. 3, published March, 1823) by Thomas Cadell-his 
partner, William Davies, having died in the interval-that the 
Gilbert Burns re-issue of Currie's work contains "A Portrait of 
the Author from an original Picture by Raeburn." 

" Original" picture, however, as Raeburn himself said, it was 
not; the mistake was probably made by Thomas Cad ell, and was 
a not unlikely one to have occurred at a distance of nearly twenty 
years. The portrait was not again used by Cadell; but it 
reappeared, engraved by H. Robinson, in those most beautiful 
books, the (first and second) Aldine editions of Burns's poetry. 
printed by the younger Whittingham and published by Wllliam 
Pickering in 1830 and 1839. Where it is now is unknown. 

The three letters, with the receipt and the bill sent by 
Raeburn to Cadell and Davies, were formerly in the Burns collec-
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tion of the late Mr William Craibe Angus, of Glasgow. At the 
sale of his library (December, 1902) they were purcha5ed by Mr 
William Brown, bookseller, Edinburgh, from whom they passed to 
Mr Charles Fairfax Murray, of West Kensington, London. The 

writer has much pleasure in acknowledging Mr Fairfax Murray's 

kindness in very courteously giving permission to print all five 
documents. 

J. C. EWING. 



REPRODUCTION OF THE THOMSON

NASMYTH PORTRAIT. 

I N our advertising columns will be found an announcement of 

the reproduction, in colours, of the Thomson-Nasmyth 

portrait, which was presented by the original owner, George 

Thomson, the musical correspondent of Burns, to the National 

Gallery, London. Of this por

trait, the late Alex. S. Mackay, 

artist, Edin burgh, in an article 

on the portraiture of Burns, 
which appeared in Chronicle 

No. V. (1896), remarks :-" It 

is said to have been retouched 

by Raeburn, no doubt at 

, Nasmyth's request. A marked 

difference here is that the eyes 

are more fully orbed, and have 
an upward gaze-the eyebrows 

, being much more elevated, and 

the hair more extended at the 

back of the head, for what 
rea~on it IS difficult to determine. The flexibility of the 

mouth, form of chin, and facial angle dosely resemble the 

original." These remarks were occasioned by comparing the 

portrait in question with the original Nasmyth executed for the 

Beugo engraving, which appeared in the Edinburgh and London 

editions of the Poet (1787-1794), and the Auchendrane replica of 
the same, now the property of Lord Rosebery. The fullness of 
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the hair at the back of th~ head is also ob~ervable in the last

named, and this, perhaps, accounts for Mr Mackay's supposition 

that Raeburn's hrush had also been passed over it. But there is 

not a tittle of evidence on record in support of such a contention. 

In the last number of the Chronicle (No. XVI!., 1908) it was 

proved beyond a doubt by quotations from the correspond

ence of George Thomson, (Life of George Thomson: J. Cuthbert 

Hadden, 1898), that Raeburn did revise and retouch the 

Thomson replica-not at Nasmyth's request, as Mr Mackay 

surmises, but on the solicitation of Thomson himself, who 

expressly states that the retouching was done 111 his 

presence. There are variations of the lines of form and ex

pression in the three Nasmyths which differentiate them even 

in the unskilful eye, and Mr Mackay, who was an eminent 

portrait-painter himself, has, out of the fulness of his professional 

knowledge, unerringly pointed out these dist1l1ctive variations in 

the Thomson replica. Raeburn could scarce detract from the work 

of Nasmyth; on the contrary, there is a concensus of opinion that 

he improved it, as did Walker and Cousins in their fine engraving 

of the original in the National Gallery, Edinburgh. Excellent and 

valuable as the early impressions of that engraving undoubtedly 

are, we feel constrained to say that the reproduction of the 

Thomson-Nasmyth, by Messrs Adam & Charles Black, Soho 

Square, London, now offered to the public on most reasonable 
terms, is dest1l1ed to become a formidable rival to it as an artistic 

and authentic presentment of the Bard. It is, as we have said, a 

reproduction in colour, so faithful to the original as to confer 

upon it an altogether exceptional value in comparison with' the 

best handiwork of the line engraver and stippler. Copies in oils of 

the Edinburgh Nasmyth are plentiful almost as blackberries, and 

for the least meritorious of them substantial prices are frequently 

asked. The Messrs Black, by the latest processes of colour

photography, have c()ntrived to produce a likeness of Burns 
infinitely superior to the best of these and at a tithe of their cost. 

The size of the plate (16!in. by 13!in.) makes an imposing 

picture, which we can conscientiously recommend on its merits to 



112 

everyone desirous of posse~sing a unique and reliable portrait of 
Burns. The accompanying illustration is a black-and-white 
representation of the large coloured plate, teduced impressions 
of which, we observe, the publishers have also prepared for 
advertising purposes. 

EDITOR. 



CROMEK CONVICTED. 

A REVIEW. 

I N the Burns Chronicle, No. XIV. (1905), appeared an article 
on "The Interleaved Scots Musical Museum Manuscript," 

from the pen of Mr James C. Dick, banker, Newcastle, in which 
the reliability of Cromek as the editor of certain posthumous 
works of Burns is entirely discredited on evidence which leaves 
no room whatevel for doubt. That article was the outcome of a 
correspondence between Mr Dick and the editor of the Chronicle, 

inspired by the publication of his Songs of Robert Burns 

(Henry Froude, 1903), or, more correctly, by the following note 
which appeared in the "Bibliography" prefixed to that volume:-

"The Interleaved Atu.ce1l1ll is a copy of the first four volumes of the 

Scots lIfusicalll;'us&lllll, which belonged to :Robert Riddell, ofGlenriddell, and 

in which Burns writes numerous notes (or strictures, as he called them) on 

songs, many of them his own. R. H. Cromek was permitted to examine the 

volumes by the owner, Eliza Bayley, and pages 187 to 306 of his Reliqlles 

of Robe1't Burns (1808) conteins a transcript of the Notes, which are the most 

interesting part of the work. Every editor of Burns has relied implicitly on 

the accuracy of Cromek. Upon the recent di~covery of the interleaved 
lIfuseullI, after a sequestration of nearly a century, I have been permitted to 

collate it, with the following result :-Out of 173 Notes printed by Cromek 

only 127 are verbatim copies; eighteen are garbled or imperfect, of which 

four differ entirely from the MS., and other four are written partly by Burns 

and partly by Riddell ; fourteen are written entirely by Riddell or other than 

Burns; lastly, fourteen are not in the MS. at all, and the leaves of four of 

these have been cut out and are now missing. On the other hand, seven short 

Notes by Burns are not printed, and in place of that on 'Auld Lang Syne' 

in Reliques, 282, which is a pure invention, there is a complete and hitherto 

unsuspected ho!ograph copy of the verses of 'Auld Lang Syne,' which is 
given in this work. 

8 
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"Numerous references and quot at ions in the following pages from tile 

Re!iques were set up in type before discovery. These have been since cor· 

rected from the MS., and so far as they go can be compared with Cromek's 

work. The four volumes of the Interleaved Museum, with the autograph of 

Robert Riddell, were left by Mrs Riddell to her niece, Eliza Bayley, of Man

chester. A London bookseller acquired them for 'an old song,' and, with 

other Burns rarities, sold them in 1870 out of his catalogue to A. F. Nichols, 
who bought them on the express condition that neither his name nor address 

should be disclosed. After his death in February, 1902, the volumes passed 

into the posse"ssion of Miss Oakshott, who permitted me to examine them." 

In the same volume of the Chronicle, in reviewing Mr Dick's 
scholarly volume, we made the following remarks :-

"Hitherto Cromek's authority has been unquestioned, but Mr Dick so 

shatters the traditional confidence reposed in him that the advent of his 

volume in the Burnsiana field is bound to mark a new epoch in Burns editing. 

How he has been enabled to prove the unreliability of Cromek is best told in 

his own words in his valuable contribution to the present issue of the Chro1ticle. 

He has found . that the compiler of the Reliques has so garbled, 

confused, and adulterated the notes of the Poet as to place him on a lower 
editorial level than even Currie and Cunningham. To what extent he has 

carried his editorial tinkering can only be ascertained by the publication of the 

notes, verbatim e: literatim, as they appear in the Glenriddell volumes, a task 

which Mr Dick, we understand, is willing to undertake should the necessary 

encouragement be forthcoming." 

Our correspondence with Mr Dick elicited the fact that he 
waS in possession of a verbatim copy of the Notes as they appear 
in the Glenriddell volumes, and we approached him, with consent 
of the Executive of the Federation, with a view to securing it for 
publication in the Chronicle as a Burns discovery of the first 
importance. The negotiations, however, fell through, it being Mr 
Dick's declared intention to issue it in book form under his own 
supervIsion. Shortly afterwards Mr Dick died, and we heard no 
more of it till his son informed us that his heirs had ventured upon 
the publication as a memento of their erudite and accomplished 
father. The volume was published by Henry Froude early in 
1908, and forms such curious and instructive reading th3;t it 
lihould be placed on the shelves of every Burns student as a 
signal example of the injustice and misrepresentation ll,leted Qut to 
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the Poet by his early editors and biographers. Its practical value 
can be gauged by the following extract from the preface :--

"The notes in Cromek's Rcllques (pp. 195-306) have had a free run of one 

,hundred years. Nearly every published work of the songs of Burns during 

that period contains more or less of the notes. Hogg and Motherwell, 

Cunningham, Chambers, Scott-Douglas, and Henley incorporated them 

bodily into their editions of the Works of Burns, as none of those editors had 

seen the Interleaved lI£useul1t, nor had means to correct them." 

It may be profitable at this point to give a description of the 
Glenriddell volumes, and to bring their history up to date. 
Burns was not introduced to J ohnson till after the first volume of 
his Must'um was published, which accounts for the want of Burns 
flavour observable in it. Of the succeeding four volumes Burns 
was practically the responsible editor, as their contents bear 
witness. To the second volume he contributed about forty songs, 
and he also wrote the preface. The third volume appeared in 
February, 1790, nearly one-half of its contents being contributed 
by Burns. The fourth volume, which was issued in August, 
1792, contains about fifty of his songs. Burns died six months 
before the publication of the fifth vohime, and Cromek un
{;onsciously traps himself by ascribing to him the authorship of 
certain notes on its contents which appear in the Glenriddell 
{;Opy, a~ if he were alive after the issue of that volume. The 
sixth volume was issued more than six years after the Poet's death. 
Nearly one-third of the songs which appear in its pages are the 
Poet's handiwork, the MSS. being in Johnson's possession all 
that time, and most of them finding their way, after his death, 
into the hands of private collectors. The bulk of the earlier 
MSS. are in the British Museum. Robert Riddell, of Glenriddell, 
had the first five volumes rebound with interleaved blank pages, 
on which Burns, at his request, wrote down what he knew or 
desired to say of the compositions in the printed text. Riddell 
.also contributed what he knew, but, as we have seen, Burns did 
not live to see the fifth volume completed. At Riddell's death 
the volumes passed into the possession of his wife, who bequeattu:d 
them to her niece, Eliza Bayley, of Manchester, and it was while 
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they were in her hands that Cromek examined them. How Miss 

Bayley parted with them is not known, but this much is certain 

that John Salkeld, bookseller, London, sold them in 187 I to a 

book collector named A. F. Nichols, for £110. This bachelor 

bibliomaniac made it a condition of their purchase that his name 

and address were not to be revealed, and so they were lost sight 

of till his death, when they beca~)e the property of his house

keeper, Miss Oakshott, who granted Mr Dick access to them in 

October, 1902. In October, 1903, they were purchased hy Mr 
Quaritch for £610 in Sotheby's auction rooms, Piccadilly, who 

subsequently sold them to Mr George C. Thoma~, of Philadelphia, 

in whose possession they still remain, so far as we know. 

After the publication of Dr Currit:'s edition in 1800, Cromek 

took upon himself the task of collecting and editing as many of 

the compositions of Burns which did not appear in that edition as 

he could lay his hands upon; and he is entitled to all credit for 

the diligence and energy with which he accomplished his task. 

That he was inspired by a commendable enthusiasm cannot be 
denied, but that it was of the disinterested sort is open to question. 

Cromek began life in a lawyer's office; was employed as an 

engraver in Manchester, and afterwards in London under 

Bartolozzi; made there the acquaintance of Blake and Stothard, 

artists; and was on intimate terms with Allan Cunningham. 

Blake accused him of collecting subscriptions for which he did 

not account, and Stothard also complained of being exploited by 

him for selfish ends. His correspondence proves that he tried to 

levy blackmail from Creech, Burns's Edinburgh publisher, by 

threatening to print certain letters bearing on his financial dealings 

with the Poet; and a letter is extant in which he counsels 

Cunnmgham to steal a Burns letter, then in the possession of 

Lady Nithsdale, if he could not procure it by honest means. 

A writer in the Biographical DictIOnary thus sums him up :-

" Cromek was a shifty speculator who incurred the odium attaching to men 

of business who try to make money by the help of men of genius. The fact 

that he ruined himself in the attempt has not procured him pardon. Yet he 

might have behaved more liberally if he could have afforded to keep a 
conscience. " 
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That is the suhstance of all the evidence available. Mr Dick 

concludes from it "that the moral sense of Cromek was not in 

an advanced state," and he leaves his readers to draw their own 

conclusions. Conscientious editing in tho,e days was considered 

a "useless and inconvenient virtue," as the work of weak but 
well-meaning Dr Currie amply. testifies, but the editorial vice of 

his day can neither explain nor excuse Cromek's deliberate 

falsitications and inventions under Burns's sign-manual in the 

Re/if/ues, published in 1808, the pecuniary results of which were, 

as events proved, encouraging. Elated with his success he 

published two years later his Scottish SOllgs, with many additional 

" inventions ,. of the same kind as those in the Reliques; but in 

Allan Cunningham, who contributed the bulk of that volume, like 

Patie Roger, "oot 0' his ain head," he met his master in literary 

invention and deception, and was most appropriately" hoist with 

his own petard." "Honest Allan " had a conscience of miraculous 

elasticity; Cromek could not afford to keep one of any kind; 
yet, till Mr Dick unearthed the skeleton, his veracity and good 

faith remained unquestioned for a hundred years. We need not 

point the moral. It only remains to undo the mischief which his 

want of conscience has done by epitomising in these pages the 

damning e\,idence whic1} 1\1r Dick sets forth ill extel'/so in the 

volume under review. 

In the first part the author gives the pure text of Burns's 

holograph "Note~" as they appear in the original, now in the 

po~ses~ion of Mr Thomas, of Philadelphia. In the second, the 
notes written by Riddell himself are printed separately. In the 

third, the missing leaves are described with their context, and 

three important notes by Cromek, credited to Burns a~ inscribed 
on the missing leaves, are given. The fourth part consists of 

spurious notes by Cromek, which are not in the original and 

never were there. 

Beginning with the last as the most incriminating, they may 

be divided into three kinds-(a) those where Cromek was ignorant 

of the identity of the song. and either ignored what was written, 

invented the note, or copied it from some other sO:Jrce; (b) those 
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which are pure inventions; :md (c) tho~e upon songs which do
not appear at all in the Museum. The most noteworthy example 
of the first kind is the long composite note on "Highland Laddie," 
which supersedes the short note written by Burns, and in which 
Cromek refers to the fifth volume of the Museum, published six 
months after the death of Bl1rns, thus convicting himself of 
deliberate forgery. In" Auld Lang Syne" he falls into the same 
trap, and omits to give Burns's version of that song. In" Dainty 
Davie" he suppresses what Burns says, and instead recites the 
hoary-headed scandal about the Covenanting clergyman and the 
daughter of the Laird of Cherry trees. The" Mill, Mill, 0" may 
be taken as an example of the second kind, in which Cromek 
quotes eight lines of a song in the Merry Muses, apparently for 
the sake of quotation alone. In the third category are "The 
Shepherd's Complaint," "We ran and they ran," and "The Bob 
0' Dumblane," which are forgeries both in text and note. 

The missing leaves are of the most consuming interest on 
account of their alleged contents. No fewer than seventeen are 
amissing, but Cromek prints only notes to three of the songs
"The Highland Lassie, 0," "The Day Returns," and "The 
Bonie Banks of Ayr "-and these, it is needless to say, cannot 
now be verified. Neither can they meanwhile be rejected, not
withstanding the untrustworthiness of Cromek, which is now 
proved to the hilt. If any of these leaves are yet in existence, 
now is the time to produce them, notably, that from which 
Cromek presumably copied his note on "The Highland Lassie, 
0." We quote the said note in its entirety because of its bearing 
on the Highland Mary episode :-

" This was a composition of mine in very early life, before I was known at 

all in the world. My Highland lassie was a warm-hearted, charming young 

creature as ever blessed a man with generous love. After a pretty long tract 

of the most ardent reciprocal attachment we met by appointment, on the 

second Sunday of May, in a sequestered spot by the banks of Ayr, where we 

spent a day in taking a farewell before she should embark for the West 
Highlands to arrange matters among her friends for our projected change of 

life. At the close of Autumn following she crossed ~he sea to meet me at 

Greenock, where she had scarce landed when she was seized with a malignant 
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fever which hurried my dear girl to the grave in a few days, before I could 

even hear of her illness." 

When we compare this note with the others which Burns has 
left upon the record, its unwonted confidential tone on a subjpct 
upon which he alwaY!I betrayed the utmost reticence comes as a 
surprise. It contains mote information about Highland Mary 
than the sum total of all else he has written concerning her-the 
date of their parting, their projected marriage, the place of her 
nativity, and the approximate date of her untimely death at 
Greenock. Hamilton Paul, Robert Chambers, Scott-Douglas, 
Henley-in short, all writers since Cromek, have founded upon 
this note as a record of undisputed and indisputable fact, vouched 
for by the signature and seal of Burns himself. What is to be 
said of it now, and the host-of diverse theories which have been 
built upon it? Was it written by Burns in whole or in part, or 
did it take its present shape in the Cromek imagination by 
suggestion from some shorter and more guarded statement by 
Burns, supplemented by whatever gossip and rumour Cromek 
had himself collected? We cannot say, but this we unhesitat
ingly assert, that it lies under the gravest suspicion till the original 
is recovered, and that is an event which is not likely now to 
happen. As it stands, it is an unsubstantiated statement, and 
must be received as such till more proof of its genuineness is 
forthcoming. As for the other notes referred to, that attached to 
"The Bonie Banks of Ayr" looks like a plagiarism from the 
Poet's letter to Dr Moore, but to hazard guesses on what the 
missing leaves may contain can serve no good purpose. 

Some of the notes written by Riddell do not appear in the 
Reliques, while in others Burns's initials are deliberately sul:>
stituted for his. To accomplish this successfully Cromek resorted 
to garbling to make the stitches meet, as in "Down the Burn," 
where he omitted the words" by my father," to avoid suspicion; 
and again in "What will I do gin my Hoggie die?" where he 
altered Riddell's reference to Dr Walker, minister of Moffat, in 
1772, to avoid an anachronism which would have convicted him. 
We learn also for the first time that Riddell, and not Burns, is 
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the author of the notes to " M'Pherson's Farewell," "The Gaber
lunzie Man," and "Galloway Tarn." Riddell's note on "Tarn 
Glen" was rejected for the reason tl-)at it could not cunveniently 
be manipulated without spoiling it. 

lt would be tedious to give all the details of the garbling and 
tinkering perpetrated by Cromek on the text of Burns's own 
notes. Suffice it to say that he considered none of them sacred, 
and not only took liberties with them but actually invented some 

of them and wrote them down where Burns himself had either 
nothing to say or preferred to say nothing. To the latter class 

belong the! notes on "Saw ye nae my Peggy," "The Turnilll,'pike," 
and" Auld Lang Syne." Instances of his g:ubling will be found 
in "The Lass of Livingston," in which he quotes four lines 
from the song in the Merry Jlfuses; and also in " Johnie Cope," 
with regard to which he has misled and given infinite trouble to 

all the editors who have succeeded him. 
For further enlightenment we refer our readers to the book 

itself. * The edition is limited to 255 copies, and the volume is 
well worth the money asked for it as the most valuable Burns
text corrective which has ever come under our notice. 

* Notes Oll S,~ottish Song by Robert BuntL 

Dic·{. (London: Henry Froude, 1903). 

EDITOR. 

Edited by .Tames C. 



SOME CENTENARY TRIBUTES 

TO BURNS. 

THE enthusiastic and world·wide demonstration which took place 
fifty years ago was perhaps the most remarkable manifestation of 
a nation's pride in its favourite Bard that the world has ever seen. 
Throughout the whole English-speaking world-wherever a few 
patriotic Scots were to be found -the Centenary of Robert Burns 

wa~ publicly celebrated in one form or another. Banquets, 
concerts, soirees, fe:!stivals, proce;;siolls, reviews, were the order of 
the day. It is estimated that neJrly nine hundred gatherings 
were held in various parts of the world. Of th~se about seven 
hundred were in Scotland alone--meetings being held from 
Whithorn to Lerwick. The principal Scottish gatherings were in 

Glasgow, Edicburgh, A yr, and Dumfries. In each of the two 
cities named over a dozen well-attended gatherings were held, 

while in several other towns some half-dozen large meetings took 
place that evening. At least one of the assemblies in each of the 
principal towns was a gathering of artisans. In England some 

eighty meetings were held, and ten in Ireland. In the Colonies 
about fifty meetings took place, and over sixty in the United 
States of America. At Boston four poems, written in honour of 
Burns, were rtad-OI;e by O. W. Holmes, two by J. Russell 

Lowell, and one uy J. G. Whittier. At Chicago the proceedings 
of the day included a grand military revie:!w and procession of 
friendly societies. Some of the most enthusiastic gatherings were 
those held in the backwoods of Western Canada among groups 
of Scottish settlers. It would take a whole issue of the Chronicle 

to give an adequate:! retrospect of the generous tnbutes then paid 
to the memory of the poetry of Burns by speakers of various 
nationalities and of all professions and classes. The following 
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brief quotations from the speeches of some men of note may, 
however, give some indication of the oratory of the great Cente
nary celebrations :-

SCOTLAND. 

Lord ARDMILLAN.-It is not alone to his humble birth, his rural toils, 

and his Scottish dialect, that the name of Burns owes its popular spell. The 
true power of the charm lies in three qualities characteristic alike of the man 

and of his poetry-sensibility, simplicity, and reality. lIe was the poet not 
of fiction, but of truth.-At Edinburgh. 

. Lord BROUGHAM.-After his great poetical genius there is nothing so 
remarkable in Burns's history as the extraordinary refinement of his senti· 
ments, and even of his taste, from his earliest years, the efie.:t certalnly of his 
education having been greater than falls to the lot of the peasantry, even in 
Scotland. - Letter to Lord Ardmillan read at Edinburgh. 

Lord NEAVKs.-An unrivalled master of his art.-At Edinburgh. 

Sheriff GORDON. -A nature on which the shadows of hypocrisy or 
duplicity never fell.-At Edinburgh. 

Professor GEORGE WILSoN.-Burns lives amongst us to·day to a far 
greater extent than many a man whose heart is still beating and his blood 
still flowing in his veins.-At E-iinburgh. 

Rev. ALEX. WALLACE, D.D.-lIe poured the rich melody of his genius 
over broad Scotland, because, like the birds, he could not but sing.-At 
Edinburgh. 

DUNCAN MACLAREN, l\I.P.-In no circumstances of his life did he 

forget that self· respect to which he was entitled from his talents and genius.
At Edinburgh. 

Sheriff STUART LOGAN.-Burns was specially gifted with some of those 

things which, in themselves the richest of God's bestowal, are bestowed 
most rarely.-·At Dundee. 

Rev. GEORGE GILFILLAN. -lIe loved the people, protested against their 
wrongs, sang their sorrow~ and joys, fanned the glow of their well· placed love, 
sympathised with their toils, and strove for their elevation.-At Dundee. 

Lord PAl\MURE (Fox Maule Ramsay, afterwards Marquis of Dalhousiel. 
-I am one of those who think there is no discredit in doing honour to the 
noble Poet.-At Brechin. 

Dr FRANcls ADAMS.-tf he saw a feIlow·creature an hungered, none 

~ould be more prompt to give him food; if athirst, to give hilt. drink; or if 
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in prison, to minister to him. Is not this the true spirit of Christianity?-At 

Banchory. 

Sir ARCHIBALD ALISoN.-The child of Nature, he told us, like Homer 

or the Hebrew poet in the book of Job, what he saw and what he felt, 

uninfluenced by the greatness, unbought by the wealth, undeterred by the 

criticism of the world.-At Glasgow. 

Lord HOUGHTON (then Mr Richard Monkton l\Iilnes, M. P.). - The songs 

composed for the merriment of an obscure tavern club have set millions of 

tables singing with delight; the natural outpourings of his affections have 

become the stimulus and interpreter of youthful passion in ten thousand breasts; 

and the religious bickerings of a remote province ha\'e been made vocal with 

the most stirring tones of civil and religious liberty.-At Glasgow. 

BLAUCHARD JERRoLD.-Did he not give a new charm to purple heather?" 

Did he not warm anew the national heart, and inspire voices to sing naturally? 

In his wake come troops of Scottish poets.-At Glasgow. 

SAMU],L LovER.-I must give expression to a feeling that has been 

struggling at my heart, an overflow of joy at the glorious sight I 

have seen to· night of a nation's pride in her Poet.-At Glasgow. 

Rev. Dr NORMAN MACLEOD.-There are two thing~ which to me make 

Burns sufficiently memorable. One is his noble protest for the independence 

and dignity of humanity; another is his intense nationality-a noble sentiment, 

springing like a plant deeply rooted for ages in the soil, and bearing fruit 

which nourishes the manliest virtues of a people. Few men have done for 

any country in this respect what Burns has done for Scotland.-At Glasgow. 

Rev. Dr CHARLES ROGERs.--The rich treasury of virtuous patriotism and 

ennobling sentiment of his songs, and many of his poems, shall be put forth 

by the printing·press of every future age.-At Glasgow. 

JAMES HEDDERWICK, LL.D.-IIow poor now do the crowns of our dead 

kings, and the glory-wreaths of our departed conquerors, appear beside the 

holly with its "berrie., red" which Coila bound around his brow !-At 

Glasgow. 

HENIlY GLASSFORD BELL.-Show me a song-writer, from the days of 
Anacreon to the days of Beranger, who comes within a thousand miles of him ? 

-At Glasgow. 

iIUGH MACl>ONALD.-Burn. is the most loving of all the poets, and 

therefore the most lovable.-At Glasgow. 

Colonel JAMES GLENCAIRN BURNS.-I humbly thank my God that He 

has spared me to see this glorious day, on which so many thousands in 
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almost every part of the globe are paying homage to the Bard of Scotia.-At 

Glasgow. 

Sir JAMES FERGUSSON, Bart.-While he write" in strains which may 

bear comparison with the noblest poets of other lands, his words strike a chord 

of music in the breast of the most simple and unlettered. -At Ayr. 

Professor AYTouN.-Our greatest, our self-reared, our most popular 

Poet.-At Ayr. 

Dr IIATELY W ADDELL.-Sappho lives in virtue of a single day. But 

what shall we say of him who, beside all other glorious doings, bequeathed 

some 260 of these imperishable breathings to his country and the world? He 

coined himself away in melody, and died of song.-At Alloway. 

ROBER'I LEIGHTO_'1.-It is only when a volcanic man like Robert Burns 

upheaves the whole strata of society that the sterling granite of the primitive 

region is seen.-At Allo"ay. 

A. B. TODD.-Burns is perhaps the grt'ate,t literary wonder that has ever 

appeared.-At Old Cumnock. 

Dr W. A. F. BROWN E.-He has given us words in which to woo our 

brides, to vindicate our patriotism, to cheer the social hour, to cement our 

friendship-hymns to proclaim the love, and peace, and beauty of our homes. 

-At Dumfries. 

THOMAS AI RD. -It is mainly by his marvellous faculty of marrying his 

songs to the divine old music of Scotland that he has won his unparalleled 

sovereignty o\er the human heart.-At Dumfrie~. 

ENGLAND. 

Sir JOHN FIFE.--Burns m~asured his fellow-countrymen, not by their 

titles, nor hy their :tCles, but by their largeness of mind and heart.-At 

Newcastle. 

DAVID Ro~s, Editor of Liverpool Ch1onicle.-The three greatest lyric 

poets, I suppose, that ever existed-always excepting those of the Bible-were 

Pindar among the Greeks, Horace among the Romans, and Burns among 

ourselves.-At Liverpool. 

Professor SCOTT, of Owen's College.-Burns boasted 

that he feared few men in being challenged to a day's ploughing, or reaping, 

or shearing, or any of the work that hecame his original position, and we feel 

it as he writes; he has the arm of a ploughman in his lines, and we are not 

ashamed that he makes us feel it.-At Manchester. 

P. F. AITKEN (Grandson of Robert Aitken, Writer, Ayr, the friend and 

patron of Burnsl_-The soul of a sincere and great Poet speaks to your soul in 
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tones that thrill and vibrate through your whole being. This is true poetry, 

true eloquence.-At Bristol. 

WILLIAM CHAMIlER<;.-The manner in which Burns helped the several 

members of his father's family, the extraordinary way in which he absolutely 

gave away, from sheer kindness, his poetical productions-literary property, as 

they would now be called-ought to shelter his name from a thousand 

malignities.-At London. 

CHARLES KNIGH1.- Burns receiyed the inestimable advantages of the 

parochial system of education which has long prevailed in Scotland. 

If Burns had been born in England in the humble circumstances in which he 

Was born in Scotland, the chances are that he would not have attained the 

eminence of being the greatest original mind of the eighteenth century.-At 

London. 

IRELAND. 

Rev. Dr M'COSH (afterwards President of Princeton College, U.S.A. l.
Often have I met with associates of the Poet who told me how, in hi~ better 

moods, Burns made the listener laugh at one moment and weep the moment 
after.-At Belfast. 

Professor G. L. CRAIK,-Perhaps the Scotchmen, on the whole, of most 

world-wide renown are-George Buchanan, John Napier, Robert Burns, and 

WaIter Scott; and of the four, Burns is perhaps the most famous. 

He is at least the most thoroughly and intensely Scotch. He has done the 

most for Scotland-most for her language, most for her people.-At Belfast. 

Rev. Dr MONTGOMERY.-While God permits me life, and time, and 

strength, whenever any number of honest men propose to meet in honour of 

Robert Burns and ask Henry Montgomery to attend, should he not 
be confirled to a sick-bed he will be fonnd at his post.-At Belfast. 

Sir SAMUEL FERGUSON.-Ulysses did not conceive that skill in manual 

labour detracted in aught from his position as a prince and chieftain; nor in 

the case of Burns has it aught detracted from his pre-eminence as a leader 
among the intellects of his country.-At Dublin. 

THE COLONIES. 

THOMAS D'ARCY M'GHEE.-Love was his inspiration-love inexhaustible 
-love universal-loye divine.-At Montreal. 

Sir DANIEL WILso:,<.-In poverty, in weary toil, in sorrow, and even in 

shame, Burns had still an eye for the beauty and the poetry of life; and built 

up for himself a glorious monument out of these·very materials of his suffering 

and his toil.-At Toronto 
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Rev. President M'CAUIl.-I admire him for his thorough independence 

{If character, for his thorough conviction of the nobleness in men.-At Toronto. 

Sir H&NRY BARKLY (then Governor of Victoria). -Burns was a poet, not 

of one country, or of a generation, but a poet of all time.-At Melbourne. 

Hon. THOMAS M'COMBIE, M.L.C.-Honour to the Scotch peasant who 
struck off the fetters of ignorance which had kept the mind of his humbler 

countrymen enslaved! Honour to the great refiner of human feelings-the 
.expounder of human sympathy! Honour to the disciple and expounder of 
Nature! A long remembrance to the favourite child of the Muses !-At 

Melbourne. 

Admiral Sir HOUSTON ST&WART.-Burns wa~ more than a poet; he was 

a moralist. The lines entitled his" Epitaph," and his" Advice to a 

Y cung Friend," are full of "Yise reflections, and might well be kept in memory 
{If any young man, to guide him through the path of life. Of this I am assured, 

that so long as I have taken the advice of the Poet, I have gone right-and 
when I had deviated from it, I found I had gone wrong.-At Barbadoes. 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

W. CULLEN BRYANT.-Burns was great because God breathed into him, 

in greater measure than into other men, the spirit of that love which consti
tutes His own essence, and made him more than other men-a living soul. 
Burns was great by the greatness of his sympathies-sympathies acute and 
delicate, yet large, comprehensive, boundless.-At New York. 

Rev. H&NRY WARD BE&CH&R.-The nation which read Burns in the 
nursery could never have tyrants in the Parliament House. The men who 

·drink at Burns's spring will be too sturdy for oppression, too contageous for 
power to tamper with, and with too much self-respect for blandishment and 
·bribes.-At New York. 

Professor NAIRN&.-To quote Burns in the British Parliament would 
.call up a smile; to do so in our Senate or House of Representatives, would be 
nothing wonderful.-At New York. 

HORACE GREELY.-" The Peasant Poet-great in what he has done for 
the unprivileged million-greater in what he has taught them to do for them

.selves."-Toast at New York. 

OLlVER W&NDELL HOLM&S.-

We love him, not for sweetest song, 
Though never tone so tender; 

We love him even in his wrong

His wasteful self·surrender. 
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We praise him, not for gifts divinc
His Muse was born of woman ; 

His manhood breathes in every line-

Was ever heart more human? 

-From a poem read at the Boston Celebration. 

JAMES RUSSELL LowELL.-
Dear Bard and Brother! let who may 

Against thy faults be railing 
(Though far, I pray, from us be they 

That never had a failing !) 
One toast I'll give, and that not long, 

Which thou would'st pledge if present
To him whose song, in nature strong, 

Makes man of prince and peasant! 

-From a poem read at the Boston Celebration. 

JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTlER.-

To·day be every fault forgiven 
Of him in whom wejoy! 

We take, with thanks, the gold of Heaven, 
And leave the earlh's alloy. 

Be ours his music as of Spring, 

His sweetness as of flowers, 
The songs the Bard himself might sing 

In holier ears than ours. 
-From a poem read at the Boston Celebration. 

RALI'H WALDO EMERsoN.-Not Latimer, not Luther, struck more 

telling blows against false theology than did this brave singer. The 
"Confession of Augsburg," the" Declaration of Independence," the French 

" Rights of Man," and the "Marsellaise" are not more weighty documents 
in the history of freedom than the songs of Burns. His satire has lost none of 
its edge. His musical arrows yet sing through the air. IIe is so substantially 

a reformer that I find his grand plain sense in close chain with the greatest 
rnasters-Rabelais, ShakespeElre in comedy, Cervantes, Butler, and Burns.

At Boston. 

Hon. JOHN P. KENNE~Y.-His poetry was addressed to the future as 
well as to the firesides of the day in which he lived, and now, after years have 

passed away, nobility goes to his tomb to pay homage, while mankind meet, 
as on this evening, to celebrate his worth.-At Baltimore. 

Ex-Governor M'CoMAs.-Other poets, Prometheus-like, might steal 

from heaven its fire, and worship the airy figments of their own brain. Burns 
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worshipped the infinite that "as in the humblest life around; he sung the 

divinity that was in fallen man; he clothed no angels in the forms of men. 

But, oh! with what tones of melody did he not sing the heaven that still 
lingers in the breast of woman !-At Chicago. 

A. C. WHITE. Glasgow Herald Library. 

LINES ON THE POET'S BIRTHDAY. 

Auspicious day! A nation hails thy light, 

And 'neath the lowly roofs-the lordly towers

Both peer and peasant with glad heart unite 

To spend in festive mirth thine evening hours: 
The lyre awakes-the costly banquet's spread, 

Old Scotia's thistle proudly waves his head! 

But why this wintry day with plaudits hail, 

When the rude blast sweeps o'er the sterile vale; 

Why far and near, from Thames to Moray's strand, 

This carnival of joy throughout the land? 

Hark! from the mossy banks and flowery braes, 

Where Doon in lone meandering beauty strays; 

From Irvine's woods where loud the west wind sighs, 

The choral voice of stream and sea replies. 

Alas! too soon thy harp in silence hung, 

Too soon the sorrowing winds thy requiem sung. 
Yet, sadly hending o'er thine early tomb, 

Where thy proud laurels, ever verdant, bloom, 

Thy country hails each birthd"y that returns, 
And as the centuries pass, still honours Burns! 

- From a Centenary Ode, 1859. 



CLUB NOT E S. 

[COMMUNICATED.] 

ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUnS. 

TH E Glasgow and District Burns Club Association, formed late in 1907 for 

the purpose of creating greater harmony and producing more efficient work in 

local Burns circles, has had a very gratifying success. 

Rev. JAm;s FOIlREST, l'tLA., 
President. 

J. JEHln;\' H C!'o"n: H, 
Secret:l.ry and Tn:llsurer. 

The headquarters of the Association are at the Nativn:tl Burns Club, 93 

Douglas Streer, Glasgow. Twenty-seven clubs in Gla;gow and neighbourhood 

have joined, and arrangements are being made for a social evening of members 

and friends ear.ly in January. 

The Association has done a great deal during the year in tIle way of pro

viding lecturers and speakers to Burns Clubs, and this assistance has also been 

extended, wheri invited , to Clubs outwith the sphere of its operatiuns-Fife

shire, Stirlingshire, Argyllshire, &c. 

Among th" matters discussed during the year have heen the Auld Brig 

Fund and the Chair of Scottish History. This Association has, from the first, 

taken the view that the money not needed for the Auld Brig rt'storation shou ld 

be handed over to the Scottish Chair or to some other worthy ohject, inslead 

of being left in Ayr for the purpose of repairing the Brig in a ll time, and this 

view will probably be acted upon. 

With regard to the Chair the work done has been' purely educat ive. 

Explanations have been given and misconceptions cleared away. , Several of 

9 
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the Association's officials have been asked to explain the scheme to numerous 
Clubs. As yet little of a definite character has been done as regards collecting 

money, but there is no doubt that the scheme will be taken up h~artily during 

the coming session by all interested in the Burns cult. Specially good work 
has been done by the Co· operative Club, which has circularised all the societies 

in their neighbourhood and has already secured a considerable numLer of sub
scriptions, and also by the Western Club, which is repeating the efforts it 

made on behalf of the Auld Brig. 
The Association is taking active steps to secure the proper celebration of the 

Ter-Jubilee of the Poet in January. It asks Clubs to attend to the decoration 
of statues of the Poet in their district, and to the worthy celebration of the 

anniven.ary by an adequate rendering of the Poet's songs, noting with regret 
that the inanities of music halls frequently usurp the Poet's place. 

The Association is endeavouring to arrange for a grand theatrical matinee 
towards the end of the season in aid of the Scottish Chair. 

On 14th November a circular was issued to all Clubs in the district, deal

ing with above and other subjects. 
Clubs in the district which have not yet joined are cordially invited to 

do so. The annual subscription from Clubs is only 2S 6d. 
, The office-bearers .are as follows :-President, Rev. James Forrest, M.A. 

(Tal" 0' Shanter); Vi,;e-Presidents, James Ballantyne (Carlton) and Alex. 

Pollock (Rosebery); Secretary and Treasurer, J. Jeffrey Hunter, Writer, 109 
Bath Street, Glasgow (National); Committee, A. C. Alston (Rutherglen 
Cronies). Robert Smith (Old Kilpatrick), James Tudhope (Carilon). Donald 
M'Farlane (Baillieston), Arch. Clarke (Hamilton Mossgiel), P. M. Carrick 
(Clarinda), Provost Wilson (Haggis), J. Blair Smith (Co-operative}, Alex. 
M "Kenzie (Tam 0' Shanter). 

ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

The Club meets on Tuesdays, at 7.45, in Prince of Wales Restaurant 
(Messrs Ferguson & Forrester, Ltd.), Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 

1908. 
Oct. 13· 

" 27· 
Nov. 3· 

" 4· 

" 17· 

SYLLABUS-SESSION 1908-1909. 

Smoking Symposium-President's Addre.s-Mr William C. Goldie. 
Lecture-Mr A. M. Williams, M.A., Vice-President; Chairman. 

Lecture, "The Travels of Burns" (Lime-light Views)-Mr A. 
M'Callum. Visit from Carlton Burns Club. 

Visit to Bridgeton Burns Club-President, M.r George H. Laird. 
Lecture, "Irish Wit and Scotch Humour" (A Whimsical Contrast) 

-;\1r Walter Weir. 
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1908• 

Dec. I. Visit from Greenock Burns Club-President, Mr John Neil, M.A.,J.P. 

IS. Ladies' Night~Mr Peter Smith, Jr., Convener. 

190 9. 

Jan. I I. Lecture, "The Interpretation of Scenery" (Lime-light Views)-

Mr Fred Mort, M.A., B.Sc., F.R.G.S. 
26. Anniversary Dinner-Rev. John Hunter, 0.0. 

Feb. 2. Visit to Carlton Burns Club-President, Mr Andrew M'Lure. 

9. Lecture, "The Government of Scotland before 1707 "-Mr A. 
Gemmell, l\I.A. 

23. Band of Hope Competition-Judges, Messrs Angus and Pollock. 
Mar. 9. Lecture-Rev. William Dunlop. 

24. Gold Medal Competitive Concert-Mr A. Pollock, Convener. 

31. Lecture-Rev. James Forrest, M.A. 
April 13. Tattie·an'-Herrin' Supper-Mr William C. Goldie, Chairman. 

May 4. Annual Business Meeting. 
The Executive request that members of the Club will endeavour to attend 

all meetings promptly at 7.45 p.m. 

COMPETITIONS. 

The Club holds senior and juvenile competitions in singing and reciting 

Scottish songs and poems during each session. 
The juvenile competitions are in connection with Bands of Hope. Mem

bers provide silver medals and prizes. The Executive will endeavour to 

supply all applications from Bands of Hope with medals, and also, if desired, 
judges for competitions. 

The Senior Competition.-Highly valuable gold medals are presented by 
members of the Club. The success which attended the concerts of previous 

years has been most encouraging, and the Executive spare no efforts to make 
each competition concert an advance on its predecessor. 

All communications regarding juvenile or senior competitions should be 
addressed to the Com'ener of Competition Committee, Mr Alex. Pollock, 
52 West Nile Street, GIa5gow. 

SUN DERLAND BURNS CLUB. 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT-ApRIL, 1908. 

REPORT. 

Since our association with the Federation we have been active to 

the extent of claiming their attention, an attention which resulted in the 
first Conference on this side of the border being held in Sunderland. This ha. 

been the central feature of our Club life this last year, for every member was 
conscious that a great honour was being conferred upon our town. 
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DINNER. 

The Anniversary Dinner of I90S was most successful. The company 

was not so large as formerly, but what we lacked in numbers was more than 

compensated for by the enthusiasm shown by those who were privileged to 

attend. 

Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter, Glasgow, was the guest of the Club, and proposed 
the toast of the" Immortal ;\Iemory." 

CONCERT. 

The Annual Scottish Concert was held in the Victoria Hall, on Thursday, 

February 3rd, 1905. 

This is now one of the events of the s~ason, as was evidenced by the large 
gathering. 

THE" CHRONICLE." 

Here we have the very best articles on matters relating to Burns, his 

Works and influence, placed before you whic!: cannot fail to interest the 

student of Burns. The genial editor, Mr D. M'Naught has given yeoman 
service in order to bring this work up to a high standard of excellence. May 

we again appeal to those members who have not yet taken this work to give it 

a trial, it will amply repay the modest shilling expended on its purchase. 

SYLLABUS. 
1907· 

Oct. 2. President's Addre,s-Mr W. H. Turner. 

16. "Burns in Edinburgh and Dumfries" -Mr G. Mackay. 

Nov.' 6. " Burns at Friars' Carse "-Mr D. Bain (Gateshead). 

20. "The Border Poet-Matthew Welsh "-Mr W. Jackson. 

Dec. 4." Down the Clyde to Rothesay"-Trinity Church Hall. 
IS. "Burns and Byron-a contrast "-Rev. J. M. Little. 

1905. 

Jan. 

" Feb. 

" 

IS. "Robert Burns "-Mr W. Steve.son (Darlington). 

25. Anniversary Dinner-Mr J. Jeffrey IIu'lter (Glasgow). 

3. Scottish Con~ert, Victoria Hall. 

5. "J ames Boswell-Chief of Biographers" -Mr W. Ogilvie, S. Shields. 

19. "Some Scottish Authors and their Wcrks"-Mr R. C. Lyness. 

Mar. 4. "Beauty Spots of South-West Scotland "-Trinity Church Hall. 

IS. "Scottish Wit and Humour "-Mr J. Mathieson. 

April I. Business Meeting (Comett). 

May 6. Annual Meeting: Election of Officers. 

Sept. 2. Business Meeting. 

Never in our history have we had such an array of visitors who have enter

tained us with excellent papers, and to these gentlemen we express our thanks. 
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Our members have also given papers and lectures at Gateshead, Middles
brough, and Bishop Auckland, a system of reciprocity which ought to be 

cultivated. A special feature this session was the introduction of questions 

and answers on matters historical, &c., one of which raised the debatable 
question of the birthplace of Robert the Bruce. 

IN MEMORIAClf. 

We have to record the loss by death of our esteemed Past-President, Mr 

Robert Falconer, which took place at Falm0uth on December 23rd, 1907. 

H~ was a quiet unassuming conscientious man, who had always the 

welfare of the Club at heart, and was ever ready to give a helping hand where 

required. The sympathy of the members was conveyed to the sorrowing 

widow and family. 

FEDERATION MEETING. 

The event of the year has nndonbtedly been the Annual Meeting of the 

Burns Federation, which was held here on Saturday, September 7th, 1907. 

A large number of delegates arrived on the Friday evening and were enter

tained at a Smoking Concert held in the Palatine Hotel. 

On Saturday morning at 10.30 the delegates assembled in the Town Hall, 

where they were received by the Mayor (Coun. S. M. Swan). AId. Burns 

briefly introduced the Mayor, who gave the delegate, a hearty welcome to the 

town of Sunderland. David Murray, President of the Federation, made an 

eloq uent reply. At the business meeting which followed, the Secretary's 

report showed that seven new clubs had joined the Federation, six of them 

hailed from the North of England, another evidence of the influence of the 

Sunderland Bnrns Club. 

After luncheon the company drove to Marsden, via Cleadon and Harton, 

where an excellent tea was provided in the Grotto, the return journey being 

via Whitburn, reaching Sunderland shortly after six. This proved a most 

enjoyable part of the proceedings. 

On Sunday evening the Rev. J. M. Little preached in Trinity Church a 

splendid and impres<;ive sermon on the "The Religious Teaching of Robert 

Burns," at which a large number of delegates were present. 

This brought to a termination the first meeting of the Federation held in 

England, and we trust that the effort put forth by our Club was such that it 
may induce them, should they receive the invitation from any other Club, to 

again invade English territory. 

My report cannot close without some reference to the amount of work 

entailed upon me by reason of the Federation Meeting. I take it we are all 

banded for one common purpm,e. That being the root principle nothing more is 

needed, save a due appreciation of the services rendered to the Club by any 
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member; even the Secretary is much more in evidence than he desires. I am 

deeply sensible of all the kind things that have been said and done for me, 

and I hope that we may go on firmly convinced that our purpose in life is to 

make the most of it as plea.antly and profitably 3S we can. I extend cordial 

greetings to every member of the Sunderland Burns Club. 

M. NEILSON, Hon. Secretary. 

GREENOCK BURNS CLUB. 

Club Meetings are held in Club Room, 36 Nicholson Street, at 8 p. m. 

The work of the Club, as outlined in last year's syllabus, was carried 

out s:i.tisfactorily. Lectures were delivered by Messr. John Gray Thomson, 

F.E.I.S., Pai,ley, and Hugh Mackintosh. Two very enjoyable ladies' nights 

were held, when the members and their lady friend, were entertained by Mr 

'Valter Weir, Glasgow, and Mr Ernest Brown, wh" in:roduced a Glasgow 

concert party. Very successful smoking concerts took place on St. Andrew's 

Night and on the occasion of the Rosebety Club visit. The ro6th Annual 

Celebration was held in the Tontine Hotel. Sir John Ure Primrose, Bart., 

ex-Lord-Provost of the City of Glasgow, proposed the" Immortal Memory" in 

most suitable terms. In September the memhers and lany friends joarneyed 

to Dumfries, where a most enjoyable day was spent. 

On the 25th January the" Immortal Memory" wil! be proposed by the 

lIon. President, Sir Donald MacAlister, Principal of Glasgow University_ 

SYLLABUS-SESSiON 1908-9. 
1908. 

Oct_ 29. Annual Meeting. Election of Office-bearers, &c. 

Nov. 20. Ladies' Night. Concert Party-Introduced by Mr and Mrs Pater

son Cross. 

30. St. Andrew's Fe,tival. 

Dec. I. Visit to Rosebery Burns Cluh, Glasgow. 

190 9. 
Tan. 8. Lecture, "Castles in the Air"- Re,-. J. M'Kechnie. 

25. 107th Annual Celebration. 

Feb. 19. Ladies' Nigbt. Glasgow Concert Party-Introduced by Mr Ernest 

Brown. 

~ar. 19. Lecture, "Victorian Stage-a Retrospect" (with Lantern Illustra
tions}-Mr Victor Meyer. 

April 28. Quarterly Meeting. 
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NATIONAL BURNS CLUB, LIMITED. 

REPORT. 

The Annual General Meeting was held in the Club Rooms, 93 Douglas 

Street, on Thursday, 5th December, 1907, when Mr J. J eRrey ilunter, Presi

dent, occupied the chair. 

JA)IE S BAl.LA:\TY:,\):, President. JOH:'\ CAIDllelun, Vice-President. 

In I he cour-e "f his remarks Mr Hunter referred to the work the Club had 

acct>lnplished during his tenure of office, and particularly with reg" rd to the 

steps taken in conneclion with the scheme for the preservation of the" Auld 

Brig 0' Ayr " and the proposed foundation "fa Chair of "Scottish llistory and 

Literature" in Glasgow Universi ty. 

On demitting office the Chairman proposed as his successor ~Ir Jame 

Ballantyne, who was unan imously elected President for the ensuing yea r, while 

:vI r J ohn Carmichael was elected Vice-President. 

The Secretary and Treasurer (Mr Martin) suhmitted the Directors' 

Annual RepfJrt and Treasurer's Financial Slatelllent, which were adopted. 

JAllt:S I\[.\ltTl:"O, 
Secreta!'y l.md 'l're:lSUfc r. 

Rev. D. OI(AII,o.ll of St.. Gi1bel'~'S, 
.Po llok8hi~ld.,!. 

The Club continues to make steady progress, having a membership of 230, 

while I he Club premises are conveniently situated and handsomely furnished 

and equipped. 
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The Library contains over 400 volumes of well-selected books of refer

ence, principally relating to Scottish life, literature, and history, and to this 

collection new books are being added periodically. 

The following is a copy of the syllabus for 1908-9 :-

1905. 
Oct. 8. Opening Supper. 

22. Lecture by Rev. J. Forrest, M.A. Suhject-" Literature and 
Life." 

Ncv. 5· Smoking Concert-arranged by the Pre;,ident. 

19· Lecture by D. M 'Naught, Esq., Kilmaurs, Editor of the Burns 

Chromcle. SUbject-" The Libel of The 3fer,.,· MlISe •. " 

3°· St. Andrew's Day Supper. 

Dec. 17· Lecture by Rev. David Graham, St. Gilbert's, Pollokshields. 

Subject-" Burns and Scottish Theology." 
19°9· 

Jan. 14· Smoking Concert-arranged by Mr John R. Brutchie. 

2S. Lecture hy Rev. John Hunter, D.D., Trinity Church. Subject
" The Cult of Robert Burns." 

Feb. I!. Smoking Concert-arranged by Mr George Fisher. 

25. Lecture by Rev. John Glasse, D.D., Edinburgh. 
"William Morris." 

Mar. I!. Smoking Concert-arranged by Mr Alec Izat. 

25. Closing Supper. 

Subject-

The Directors give a hearty invitation to all Burnsians to apply for mem

bership of the Club, which affords many privileges both social and literary, 

and the annual suh'cription is moderate, being only £1 IS for town and 10S 6d 

for country members. 

1908. 

CLARINDA BURNS CLUB. 
imtituted I899. 

SYLLABUS-SESSION 19°8-19°9. 

Oct. 12. "Ellisland: A Poet's Choice"-Mr R. Goodall, 

Nov. 9. "Burns and Humanism "-Rev. James Forrest, MA. 

23. Ladies' Night-Tea, &c. Harmony. 

Dec. 14 "Song Singing "-Mr J. Russell. 
1909. 

Jany. II "English Minstrelsy "-Dr W. H. Addison. (Ladies im·ited.) 

25. BURN~ ANNIVERSARY. 

Feb. 8. Vldies' Night. Tea, &c. Harmony. Impromptu Dance. 

March 8. Annual Business Meeting. 
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CARLTON BURNS CLUB 

Al"OUEW 1\LW U :: HE, President, 
Carlton Burns Club. 

'VILLI.U[ J. S T R A ITO:'\ , Hon:Secy., 
Carlton Burns Club. -

SYLLABUS-SESS ION 19°8-19°9. 
1908. 

Oct. 6. Business Meeting. 

Nov. 3. Joint :'Ifeeling with Rosebery Burns Club. Lecture, " The Travels 
of Burns " (with Lime- light Views)-J\Ir A . .\1 'CaIJum. 

Dec. 1. Harmony. Contributor, Mr David Gilroour. 
1909· 

Jan. 12. Harmony. Contributor, Mr R. Mackenzie. 

25. Annive rsary Dinner. "Immortal Memory"-Rev. David Graham. 

Fe\". 2. J oint Meeting with Rosebery Burns Club. Lecture," The Place 
of Romance in History " - Mr James Ballantyne. 

Mar. 2. Smoking Concert. 

April 6. Lecture, "Macbeth "-111 r William Moffat, M. A. 

May - . S ummer Outing. 

WHITBURN -BURNS CLUB. 

The principal event was our annual competition confined to the children 

.attending Whitburn Public School. This was a great success in every respect, 

.as the children rendered their various songs and recitations in a creditable 

manner, which, no doubt, was due to the careful training given by Mr Paterson, 

the headmaster, and his excellent staff of teachers. Geo. S. MacKnight, Esq., 

hon. vice-president, occupied the chair, and was accompanied on tbe platform 

by the following genLlemen :-Provost Alex. Craig; Rev. H. Glover; Rev. J. 
Cibson; Rev. Father M'Donna; Dr Campbell, Whitburn ; and Mr l'aterson, 

B.A. The judges were lIIr Summerville and Mr Sutherland, both from 

FaulOhouse. The following wer~ the successful competitors :-

Singing (senior)-I, Thomas Duncan; 2, Alex. Sangster; 3, Caroline 

Livingston. Reciting (senior)-I, Chrissie Mitchell ; 2, :v1innie Tennent; 3, 
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Agnes Pro van. Singing (juvenile)-I, Ina Hunter; 2, Jenny Aitkman; 3. 
Agnes Greig. Reciting (juveniles)-I, Jenny Forrest; 2, Bessie Sangster ; 3. 
Agnes Greig. 

The awards gave every satisfaction to all present. 

The Club held its Anniversary Dinner in the Cross Tavern on January 

25th, when there was a good attendance. In the absence of President Mr 

Wm. MaaKenzie the Vice-President occupied the chair. The greetings from 

the various kindred clubs were read by the secretary, after which the company 

sat down to a sumptuous supper, purveyed by Mrs Greig in splendid style. 

Song, toast, and sentiment followed, and all present were highly delighted 

with the proceedings. 

The next important event was the annual excursion by brakes to the Falls 

of Clyde, which took place on Jnly 20th, when a large number of members 

and friends took advantage of the day's outing, and all enjoyed themselves as 

the day was an ideal one. The usual monthly meetings were held during the 

winter months. The annual meeting took place in the Cross Tavern on Friday, 

J 3th November. 

It was agreed to have the children's competition in the Town Hall on 

January 15th , 1909. 

OLD KILPATRICK BURNS CLUB. 

COURSE OF LECTURES 1908'9. 
1908. 

Sept. 24. "The Humanism of Burns "-Rev. James Forrest, 1\1.A., SI. 

Vincent Church, Glasgow. 

Oct. 29. "Lady Nairn and her Songs"-John Wilson, Esq., Secretary, 

National Song SocIety. 

Nov. 19. "A Nicht \Vi' Burns "-Rev. Th. Cairncross, :\II.A., Bowling V.F. 
Church. 

Dec. 22. Grand Concert in Gavin\mrn Public School. Children's Competi

tion with successful competitors. 
190 9. 

Jan. 14. "Tom ~oore, the Irish Poet, Life and Songs" (Illustrated)-D. 

Drummond Cairns, Esq., of Glasgow. 

Feb. 1 J. "The Antonine Walls or Roman Walls" (with Diagrams)-Archi

bald M'Donald, Esq., Public Librarian, Dumbarton. 

Mar. Ir. "Scottish Meccas" (with Lime·light Views)-Thomas G. Forbes, 

Esq., of Gavinburn Public School. 
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January 25th, 1909-Annivrrsary of the Bard. 
The" Immortal Memory" will be proposed by Dr John Kerr, M.A., 

Headmaster of Allan Glen Public School, Glasgow, and other splendid 

speakers will follow. 

Grand Singing and Recitation Comfetition under the auspices of the Old 

Kilpatrick Burns Club, confined to Boys and Girls in Old Kilpatrick and 

Bowling districts, was held in Gavinburn Public School, on Saturday, 28th 

November, 1908, at 3 p.m. Two gold medals in senior section; four 

silver medals in intermediate and junior sections; also valuaLle book prizes. 

Those selected have to compete at Grand Concert in Gavinburn School, on 

Tuesday evening, 22nd December, at 7.30 p.m. Programme :-Section 1., 
for Boys and Girls from 10 to 12 years of age. Recitations- "Scots, wha' hae," 

"The Daisy," "The Wounded Hare." Songs-" Braw, Braw Lads," 

"Coming through the rye," "For the sake of somebody." Intermediate

Section n., for Boys and Girls from 12 to 14 y"ars of age. Recitations

" A man's a man," " Address to the Haggis," "The Farmer's Salutation to 

his Auld Mare Maggie." Songs-" Wilt thou he my Dearie?" "Afton 

Water," "Tarn Glen." Senior-Section Ill.. for Boys and Girl~ from '4 to 

16 years of age. Recitations-* " Remorse." ,. Tbe Cottar's Saturday Night," 

"Man was made to mourn." Songs-*" ;\Iary Morrison," "0 l'oortith 

Cauld," "My Nannie's Awa." Competent gentlemen will be the judges. 

Songs and recitations for competition will all be found in Robert Burns's 

Works. Any furtl:er information may be bad from the secretary, Mr R"bert 

Smith, Gateside, Old Kilpatrick. 

Two recitations and two songs to he selected; but those marked with 

* must be taken. 

SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB. 

The Club is one of the few temperance Burn, societie5. It holds its 

meetings at 60 Union Street, Gla<gow. 

Last session many fine papers were givpn, and another excellent syllabus 

has been arranged for this winter. 

A keen interest is taken by the Club in all matters pertaining to a better 

knowledge of Scottish literature. 

In regard to the appeal on behalf of the Chair of Scottish History and 

Literature the Club subscribed £6 12S 6d at the anniversary dinner last 

January, which sum was duly transmitted to Mr Brockie. 
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SYLLABUS-190B·9· 
190B. 

Oct. I. "One Hour with Scott"-Mr John Wilson ("The Scottish Patriot"). 
Nov. 5. "William Dunbar "-Dr lames Devon. 
Dec. 3. "Irish Wit and Scottish Humour "·-;\lr WaIter Weir. 

" 17. Progres,ive Whist. 

1909· 
Jan. 7. "Scottish Songs of nome and Affection "-;\ir Wm. H. Murray, 

F.E.I.S. 

" 22. "The Immortal Memory "-Sir Samuel Chisholm, Bart., LL.D. 
Feb. 4. "Edgar Allan Poe "-Hon. J. N. M'Cunn (American Consul). 

" lB. Ladies' Night. 
Mar. 4. "Burns and Modern Thought "-Mr Wm. C. M'Bain, J.P. 
April I. Annual General Meeting. 

BAILLIESTON. 

SYLLABUS, 1908-9. -August, Annual Business Meeting; November. 
Tatties and Herrin'; January, Anniversary Supper; March, Members' Verse 

Night; April, Paper and Song; May, Visitor's Night; June, Annual Pie-nie. 

KINNING PARK BURNS CLUB. 

Founded I88I. Federated I907. 

SYLLABUS. 
190B. 

Sept. 9. Musical Evening. 
Oct. 14. Paper-Ex-Bailie Wm. Thomson. 
Nov. 11. "A Drive Through Scotland "-Colin Young, Esq. (Sandyford 

Burns Club). 
lB. Children's Competition-Kinning Park Town Hall. 

Dec. 9. Lantern Lecture: "Burns Country"-Dr IIugh Kelly. 

190 9. 
Jan. 13. "Burns and the Deil "·-John Russell, Esq. 

25. Annual Supper-Capt. Gilmour, Jr. 
Feb. lO. Readings: "Burns "-Wm. Buehanan, Esq. 
Mar. 10. Annual Meeting. 

THOMAS DEANS, Secy. 



141 

DARLINGTON BURNS ASSOCIATION. 
Affiliated to Burns Federation. 

SYLLABUS. 
1908. 

Oct. 8. Annual Business Meeting. 

23. Third Annual Scottish Concert in Assembly Hall. 

Nov. 25. Lecture: "Scottish Song and Song Writers" {with musical 

illustrations)-Miss Furness (of Hawick, N.B.). 

Dec. 18. Fourth Social Gathering in Mechanics' Institute. 

19°9· 
Jan. 13. Lecture: "A Tour in the Land of Burns" {illustrated with lantern 

views and songs)--Mr W. H. Turner (of Sunderland), Vice· 

President of Burns Federation. 

22. Third Anniversary Dinner: Proposer of .. The Immortal Memory" 

-J. Hyslop Bell, E'q. 

Feb. 2. Business and Harmony !.feeting. 

19. Lecture- Mr John Henderson. 

Mar.l1. Lecture: "The Scottish Precentor {with musical illustrations)-Mr 

T. Henderson, Mus. Bac. 

24. Lecture: "The Continental Scotland" {illustrated by lime-light 

views)-Mr Galloway Kyle. 

Apr. 6. Jacobite Night: Song and Story-Arranged by Geo. Lawson. 

Summer Outing. 

THE NOTTINGHAM SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. 

REPORT. 

In presenting the Sixth Annual Report the Council have plea<,ure in stat

lng that the membership is 204, made up as follows.:-

Ordinary Members ... 

Lady and Family Members 

Country Members ... 

I02 

88 

14 

The summer outing to Ollerton was, in point of numbers, one of the 

most successful that has been held. Seventy members and friends, accom

panied by the society'., piper, left Nottingham and were joined at Ollerton by 

an even larger number from the Sheffield Caledonian Society. Sport' were 

held, and a cricket match between the two societies was won by "oor ainsels." 

The Ordinary Meetings of the Association have been held in the Mechanic,' 

Institution, and, though in some cases members have not turned out in full 

force, the meeting' generally have been well attended and have proved most 

enjoyable. The Council take this opportJnity of again conveying the thanks 
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{If the Association to the many ladies and gentlemen who kindly gave their 

services in connection with the lectures ann musical entertainments. 

We are particularly pleased that the St. Andrew's night concert was such 

a great success; this heing our first attempt at a concert on so large a scale, 

the expenses have been heavier than they will be, we hope, on future occasions. 

As an entertainment we are sure it was greatly appreciated. Your Council 

were fortunate in bping able to secure the services of the famous Glasgow 

Select Choir, the Strathspey King (Mr J. Scott Skinner) and pipers and dancer 

{If H. M. Scots Guards. 

The Burns Anniversary dinner was again an enjoyable function, when 

about 80 members and friends sat down, under the chairmanship of the 

President (Mr W. R. Hamilton). The toast of the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by the Rev. Charles Sneddon, and his speech was both interest. 

ing and able. His Worship the Mayor and the Sheriff of Nottingham 

honoured the gathering with their company, and responded to toasts; the 
musical programme was much appreciated. 

The Whist Drive and Dance on New Year's night was a record in point 
{If numbers. 

SYLLABUS. 
1907· 

June 13. Annual Outing to Ollerton. 

Oct. 8. Social Evening. 

Nov. 

" 
" 

Dec. 

22. Lantern Lecture, "Scottish Scenery"-A. T. Metcalfe, Esq., 

5· 
19· 
28. 

3· 

17· 

F.G.S. 

Whist Drive. 

President's Night. 

Scottish Concert-Glasgow Select Choir, J. Scott Skinner, and 
Pipers and Dancer of H. M. Scots Guards. 

Lantern Lecture, "Lincolnshire and Isle of Man "-Thos. Wright, 
Esq. 

Whist Drive. 

1908• 
Jan. I. Whist Drive and Dance. 

6. Musical Evening. 

" 
Feb. 

" 

21. "A Nicht wi' Burns." 

27. Burns Anniversary Dinner. 

4. "Sketch Party" and Musical Evening. 
18. Whist Drive. 

26. Annual Ball. 

Mar. 3. Musical Evening. 

" 

17. Lantern Lecture, " Perth to Inverness-Dr Millar. 
31. Social Evening. 
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Viewing the year as a whole, it has been a most satisfactory one, and the 
Council, in thanking the members for their support, confidently appeal for an 

even greater measure of their active interest during the forthcoming session. 

PROGRAMME OF ORDINARY FORTNIGHTLY MEETINGS. 

WINTER SESSION, 1905-I909. 
1905• 

Oct. 13. Social Evening. 

27. Lantern Lecture by Dr Millar-" Pic[uresque Edinburgh." 
Nov. 10. Whist Drive. 

" 
24. Social Evening-Arranged by the President. 

Dec. S. Whist Drive. 

" 
22. Musical Evening. 

1909· 

Jan. 12. Musical Variety Night. 
26. "A Nicht wi' Burns." 

Feb. 9· Whist Drive. 

" 23· Ladies' Night. 

Mar. 9· " Votes for 'Nomen." 

" 23- Social Evening. 



NOTES A N DQ U E R I E S. 

FORTHCOMING FAC-SIMILE 

OF THE 

ORIGINAL KILMARNOCK EDITION (1786). 

There will be issued early in 1909 a fac-simile of the original Kilmarnock 

Edition (1786), from the press of Messrs Brown & Coy., Kilmarnock, the 
lineal business successors of the late J ames M 'Kie, of Burns publishing fame. 

The imprint will be from photogravure blocks of each page, and the paper, 

ink, and wrappers will be exact reproductions of the original in every respect. 

The paper (band-made) has been specially manufactured, and bears the same 

water-mark as the original; the covers, also, will be as near as pos.ihle the 

same colour. The volume will, therefore, be a unique one, and is likely ta

rise in value, the impression being limited. The price to subscribers is half-a

guinea, and early ordering is advisable to prevent disappointment. 

We may add that the prt"paration of the volume is being carefully super

vised by the editor of the Chronicle, and that it is to be published under the 

auspices of the Burns Federation. 

AN ELLISLAND RELIC. 

We have to record the discovery of a document which, while throwing no 

further light upon the Poet's thoughts and actions, yet fills in some interesting 

details regarding those dark days of his life when he left the farm of EIli;land. 

The document in question Was found by the writer amongst the papers of the 

Edinburgh Burns Club-a bocly whose earliest known records date from 25th 

January, 1848, when, as the minutes of the Club state, "a few citizens of 

Edinburgh, finding that in the Metropolis there was no annual commemoration 
of the Lirth of Scotland's immortal Bard, formed themselves into a Burns CluL, 

and dined that day on ,heephead and haggis in the Old Exchange Coffee

house." This was not, however, the first occasion on which the Poet's 

metropolitan admirers met to pledge his memory; for in a letter to ]1.1 r George 

Thomson, written on 1st February, 1819, Sir WaIter Scott accepted an invita

tion to a Burns dinner on the 22nd of that month. 



145 

It may be recalled that in the early sixties the Edinburgh Burns Club 

collected and transferred to the Trustees of the Burns Monument many 

valuable relics of the Poet. The prime mover in tbis matter was the late Mr 

James Ballantine, for many years secretary of tbe Club, and the author of 

"The Gaberlunzie's Wallet," "The Miller of Deanhaugh," and those popular 

lyrics, " Ilka Blade 0' Grass" and" Castles in the Air," and to whom was 

due the credit of getting the interior of the monument opened up and converted 

into a relic room. Amongst those who contributed relics was Mr A. Dobie, 

of Lancaster I'lace, London, who sent the original tack of the farm of Ellisland 

and two other papers-one, as he stated, apparently the MS. of " The Cottar's 

Saturday Night," and the other an award in regard to repairs on the farm. 

These documents, he explained, had come into his hands some years previously 

as executor of Mr Archibald Hastie, M.P. for Paisley, who, it may be 

remembered, bequeathed Burns', punch-bowl to the British Museum, from 

which some years afterwards the Club unsuccessfully tried to get it transferred 

to the Burns Museum. The lease of Ellisland, and probably the MS. of 

" The Cottar's Saturday Night," were duly placed in the Monument Museum; 

but for some reason not disclosed by the papers, the award was left in the 

charter chest of the Club. Perhaps amidst the wealth of material collected by 

the Club, it may have been deemed an unimportant memento; but at the 
present time, when every fresh scrap of information regarding the Poet or his 

contemporaries is welcomed, it may fairly be considered of s~me historical 

value. It is in the following terms :-" El island, 19th Janr. I 792.-We, 

Joseph Hennin~, in Merkland, and Patrick Barr, in M'Cubbinstown, Barley

men, at the desire of Mr John Morrin of Laggan, we went this day and viewed 

the Houses upon Elisland lately possessed oy Mr Robert Burns, and find that 

the byre and stable will take ten shillings for thatch and workmanship, the 

Barn thirteen shillings for thatch and workmanship, the dwelling-house for 

Glass six shillings, for sclate and workmanship five shillings. This we give as 

our opinion to put the Houses in a tenantahle condition. 

"£0 10 
o 13 
o 6 
o 5 

£1 14 in whole." 

"PATRICK BARR. 

"JOSEPH HENNING. 

The valuation presents several features of interest, and, in particular, 

brings to mind the bitter quarrel between Burns and the Laird of Laggan. It 

will be noted that the value of the dilapidations is small compared with the 

extent of the buildings, but these were c~mparatively new, having only been 

erected for four years. By the lease, Mr Miller, the proprietor, bound himself 

10 
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to pay to the Poet £300 for the construction of suitable buildings, consisting of 
dwelling.house, barn, byre, stable, and sheds. Into this work Burns entered 
with a will which made his early days at ElIlsland amongst the happiest of his 
life, and it is related that on laying the foundation he took off his hat and 

invoked a blessing on his future home. In 1791, Mr Morrin, whose lands 
adjoined those of Ellisland, purchased the farm, which was described as thg 
"forty shilling or three merk land of old extent of Ellisland." Burns, glad to 

get rid of what he considered a bad bargain-" a ruinous affair "-became a 
party to the transaction by relinquishing his lease; and the document now 

discovered is the record of '" hat is still known in the district as " the sichtin' 
0' the houses" by two neighbouring farmers-one acting for Burns, and the 
other for the incoming tenant. The settlement of the matter did not proceed 

smoothly between the Poet and the new proprietor. The dispute, as is not 
uncommon even nowadays, originated with regard to the value of the manure 
left on the farm, and the state of the· offices and fences. As to the latter, 
Burns urged that, as a quid pto quo, there should be taken into account the 
fact that during his tenancy he had reclaimed what was practically a piece of 
waste ground. But the laird stuck to the letter of the lease, and insisted upon 
Burns leaving everything in proper order before quitting the place. The Poet 
felt aggrieved at this strict stipulation, and on the day of the removal several 

incidents occurred which tried his temper and displeased his pride. So he 
resolved upon a rich revenge. When inspired by the Muse, it was one of his 
quaint conceits to write his lines with a diamond upon the window panes, and 
of these compositions the glass at Eilisland doubtless had an ample share. 
Accordingly, in the evening-for, be it noted, the deed was done in the dark
he sent Adam Armour from Dumfries, with orders to break every pane on 
which there remained any of his writings. This commission was faithfully 
executed. All the panes were smashed; and although, as will be seen from 
the award, the laird received the modest sum of six shillings as the value of 
the damage, he lost many priceless relics of the Poet. 

Here, then, is the last touch to the unpleasant venture of the Poet's 
unfortunate experience in farming-ar. experience which fairly ruined him 

financially, and completely dispelled his fond hopes of leading an idyllic life 
as a farmer· poet. But though Ellisland proved a bad speculation for the 

Bard, it must ever remain classic ground, for it was there he sang his sweetest, 
and by its banks and braes wrote those matchless compositions which made 
him the" High Chief of Scottish Song." 

R. DUNcAN, Secy., 
Edinburgh Burns Club. 
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SALE OF BURNS RELICS. 

An interesting series of Burns and Jean Armour relics were sold at the 
Mart, Glasgow, by Messrs J. & R. Edmiston. The collection comprised about 

.twenty lots, and nearly half of these were secured by Mr John Thomson, Dum

.fries, who has already gathered together many similar relics. His purchases 

included two neck napkins, one made of thread and the other of muslin, which 
belonged to Jean Armour; a pin-cushion, the outside wood of which formed 

'part of the "kist" made for Burns preparatory to his proposed sailing for 

Jamaica; a tea-caddy given to Jean Armour as a wedding gift by her brother 
J ames; a gold keeper ring which belonged to Jean Armour and was given to 

Mrs M'IIvean by Colonel William Nicol Burns; and four letters-two written 
'by Colonel WilIiam Nicol Burns, one by the Poet's son Robert, and one by 
Mrs Burns H'utchinson-aII addressed to Mrs EIiza Armour Brown or M'IIvean. 

'Mrs Hutchinson's letter, which is dated from "3 Berkeley Street, Oct. 21st" 

'(the year is not given) states :-

"I regret to say that we have no writing of my grandfather's. If you 
'remember, my father was seventy-two years old, and the first life of the Poet 

Burns was written by Dr Currie, of Liverpool, and your aunt, Mrs Burns, gave 

up all his poems and writings to Dr Currie, and they were never given back to 
"his widow, which ought to have been done by Dr Currie, so you see the family 
'have none of them. The two or three my father and Uncle W. had, they 

went to the public monuments in Scotland, which I consider very hard upon 
myself and sister; and old Robert Burns, his son, had what was left of his 
'father's books at my aunt's death. I have not a poem that belonged to my 
grandfather. I only have his writing in his Bible, and that is the entry of the 
births of his family, and the book my father took out to India with him when 

he came home to see his mother in 1832 ... We have not even the Naysmith 
portrait that Colonel W. Burns willed to the National Gallery in Edinburgh." 

BURNS AND OLD ROME FOREST. 

THE "ALLAN LINE." 

Being a grandson of Mrs Allan, the Poet's aunt, I propose to put on 
'record the history of her family. 

Mrs AIIan, whose maiden name was Jean Brown, was a kalfsister to 

Agnes Brown, the Poet's mother. Jean Brown married James AlIan, a native 
.of Stewarton, who was a joiner to trade, and at that time (1775) was employed 
as joiner and general mechanic on the Fairlie estate in the parish of Dundonald. 
'The newly-married couple occupied a cottage on the estate. Here their family 
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of seven children were born, and here the husband died in 1789, just fourteen 

years after their marriage, leaving a young family, a well·furnished house, and 

the sum of £20 in the bank, his legacy to his young widow. After her 

husband's death, Mrs Allan renloved from the cottage into the village of Old 

'Rome, where ,he had her children educated and apprenticed out to trades. 

After a good many years, she was married a second time to a man named 

Adam Baird, with whom she lived in most loving relationship until her death, 

which took place in 1821, aged 69 years. I may note here that Baird died in 

less than eight days from the day of his wife's funeral, and that when the small 

estate which Jean Brown left came to be divided amongst the family there was 

still to the fore in the bank the sum of £20, the exact amount left her by her 

first husband thirty-two years before_ There were no children by the second 

marriage. As to her family of seven children, they were in order as follow :-

I. J ames, her eldest, followed the same occupation as the father, settled 

in Mauchline, married, and died two months after his marriage, aged 23 years. 

There were no children of this marriage. 

2. Andrew, the second son, bec~me a weaver, which was at that time a 

popular trade and somewhat lucrative. He settled in Newmilns, or Green· 
holm rather, had a family of four daughters, the only one alive being Mrs. 

Lambie, Greenholm, Newmilns, widow of the late William Lambie, agent 

and manufauturer in Newmilns. Andrew died in 1851 or 1852, aged 64 years. 

3. Alexander, the third son, had learned the trade of shoemaking with 

J ames Cunningham, College Wynd, Kilmarnock, and wrought as a journeyman 

with James Nisbet, Loudoun Kirk. Afterwards he learned ship-carpentry at 

Salt coats, took to a ~ea-faring life, became captain of a sailing ship and the 

owner of several, and ultimately laid the foundation of what has become and 

is now known all over the world as the" Allan Line" of magnificent steam· 

ships, sailing to almost all parts of the world. He died in 1854, aged 74 
years. The only surviving sons are Andrew in Canada, and Alexander, the 

head of the firm in Glasgow and Liverpool. 

4. John, the fourth son, also became a weaver, settled in Newmilns, and 

had a family of five sons and one daughter. He died in 1857, aged 75 years. 

There survive of his family: Andrew, who has long lived in America; John, 

who follows his father's occupation in Greenholm, Newmilns (and to whom 

the writer is indebted for the most of the facts herein stated) ; Ale'<ander, also 

a weaver at Townhead, Newmilns; and Janet, widow of Hugh Morlon, 

Townhead, Newmiln~. 

5. Margaret, her eldest daughter, married Hugh Jack, quarryman 

Riccarton; they had a family of six sons and four daughters. She died in 

1844, aged 60 years. The only surviving member of the family is the writer 

of this letter. 
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was born) married James Findlay, miner, Gargieston. She had a family of 

four sons and two daughters. She died in 1840, aged 50 years. Of this 

family, there survive Hugh and Alexander Findlay, both 0ccupying places of 

trust under J. & M. Craig, coal masters, Hillhead, Kilmarnock. 

7. Janet Frances, the third daughter, married James Stevenson, some 

time butler at Bellfield, and afterwards church·officer in Riccarton Parish 

Church. She died in 1840, aged 52 years. They had a family of nine 

children. There survive-Jean (Mrs Boyd), Mary (Ylrs M'Dougal), and 

Alexander, a Colonel of the Montreal Volunteers-a Freemason in high office, 

a very devout worshipper of Burns, and a genuine Scot to the bone. This 

whole family emigrated to Canada nearly 40 years ago. 

Perhaps I might leave the remaining queries to be attended to by some 

one of greater antiquarian knowledge than myself. I may say, however, that 

I think there will be no great difficulty in assigning to the site of the isolated 

cottage on the Fairlie estate, occupied by James Allan and his wife, the name of 

Old Rome Forest. No doubt, that designation indicates a condition of 

agriculture in that locality very different from what exist, in the present day; 

and it must not be forgotten that the village was not the" Forest." The 

village (what skeleton of it remains) occupies the same situation as it did at 

least 50 years ago, but the cottage where Burns spent some of his evenings was 

outside the village, and within the policies of the Fairlie estate. Perhaps 

some other correspondent will be able to inform your readers whether the 

Allan cottage still stands, and if it has disappeared, point out its exact site. 

A. JACK. 
(Circa 1894.) 

BURNS AND GLENRIDDEL. 

ANEW LETTER. 

In the record of the Ellisland·Dumfries period of Robert Burns's life the 

name Riddel occurs as frequently perhaps as any, and none is mentioned with 

greater respect than that of Robert Riddel of Glenriddel. Burns and Riddel 

appear to have become acquainted on the Poet's removal (1788) from Mossgiel 

to Ellisland "unknown to prose or rhyme." During the succeeding three 

years they spent much of their leisure together; Burns had the freedom of the 

grounds of Friars' Carse and was a welcome and an honoured guest at Glen

riddel's table. " At the Riddels' fireside," he wrote, "I have enjoyed more 

pleasant evenings than at all the houses of fashionable people in this country 

put together; and to their kindness and hospitality I am indebted for many 



150 

of the happiest hours of my life." Elsewhere in his wrItmgs Burns has

recorded high appreciation of Riddel, never higher than in the sonnet he wrote 

when poet and patron, still estranged over that incident at Woodley Park, 

Glenriddel died, "and hath not left his peer." 

Considering the warm friendship that existed between the two men, it is

surprising to find that, in the printed correspondence of Burns only two prose 
letters-these among the least interesting of aU he wrote-and three brief 

extempore epistles in rhyme are recorded as having been sent to Glenriddel; 

all of these are printed in theChambers-Wallace edition of his Life and Works. 

A third prose letter, earlier in date than either of the others, is buried among 

the notes to "The day returns" in Henley and Henderson's edition of the 

Poetry of BU111s. It is undated, but the editors of that work place it at 

September 9, 1788, and print it (vol. Ill. pp. 340·1) either in fuU or in part

they do not say which :-
"As I was busy behind my harvest folks this forenoon, and musing on a 

proper theme for your "Seventh of November," some of the conversation 

before me accidentally suggested a suspicion that this said Seventh of Novem

ber is a matrimonial anniversary with a certain very worthy neighbour of mine. 

I have seen very few who owe so much to a wedding-day as Mrs Riddel and 
you, and my imagination took the hint accordingly, as you will see on the next 

page." 

Another letter (also undated) from Burns to the laird of Friars' Carse has 

recently come to light, and has been added to the colIection of Mr Richard 

Edmiston, junior, of Glasgow. Through his kindness it is now printed, for 

the first time so far as we know :-

" Captn. Riddel, 
Friars' Carse, 

Sir, 
I wiU be writing Peter Hill next wef'k, when I will remember M'Nish's

book. You know I don't like asking favours of the gentleman-dare 

trouble you, if you meet with the Member, to get me a Frank. 

October the second, 1791." 

" Colonel FuUarton of Fullarton, 

Fullarton House, 
Irvine. 

I am to send the Colonel some things, beside the Whistle; & do 

not wish to put him to expense. I inclose you the letter to the Duke [of 

Queensberry?] that you were pleased to think so weU of. I also send you the 

first, the very first, sketch of a few stanzas, almost extempore, on a very 

amiable Subject. I am pleased with some of the lines; perhaps because they 

are new; but they shall see a few chosen friends, or be entirely supprest, as it 
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shall be their fate to meet with your & M rs Riddel's applause or disapprobation. 

I shall not be able to go to town to-mGrrow. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your deeply indebted humble servt., 

ROBERT BURNS. 
Tuesday, noon." 

The manuscript is an exceedingly fine specimen of Burns's caligraphy, and 

is in excellent condition. "M'Nish's book," referred to, was probably one 
that Riddel had recommended for the library of Monkland (Friars' Carse} 

Friendly Society, of which Burns, according to Riddel, was "treasurer, 

librarian, and censor;" the member of Parliament wa~ the younger Miller of 

Dalswinton ; and the stanza, were, douhtle~s, those of the song on the Poet's 

"idol, lovely Davies. " beginning, 

" Oh, how shall I, unskilfu', try 
The poet's occupation ?" 

Unfortunately the verses are not now with the letter. 

Considerable interest attaches to the letter, not only in itself, but 
because it is a step towards the completion of a series that should illustrate the 

story of Burns's connection with the Riddel family. Other letters there were, 

and probably they (or some of them} still exist. But it is an unkind fate that 

has denied to the correspondence of Burns and Riddel a completeness such as 

that of the Poet and Mrs Dunlop, or of the series exchanged by " Syl vander " 

and" Clarinda." 

Another document that has lately been acquired by Mr Edmiston may be 

printed without comment, which conld only be conjectural. The bill is 

endorsed (on reverse) by Rnrns and the elder Miller of Dalswinton :-

" Elliesland, 2Ist Octr., 179I. 
£26 Ss 9d Stg. 

Conjunctly and Severally Against the 2d February I792 pay me or 

order in the Bank Office of Scotland, Dumfries, Twenty Six pounds five 
Shillings and Ninepence Sterling ,"alne Received from ROBERT RURNS. 

To Mr Alex. Thom,on, Maxwelton, John l Alexander Thomson. 

\, hightman. Dumfries, and John M'Burnie'J John Whighllllan. 
Druidvale. Conjunctly and Severally. John l\I 'Burnie." 
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Pl'e.ident- WM. \VALLACE, LL.D., 42 Athole Gardens, Glasgow. 

Vict!-Presidents-Slr JJlMES Srn;WIlIGHT, K.C. M.G. 
Professor LAWSO:<, D. D., The University. St. Andrews. 
Rev. JAMES FORREST, M.A., 8 Holland Place, Glasgow. 
JAMES BALLANTYNE, 21 I{ose Street, Garnethill, Glasgow. 
THOMAS BROWN, "Maryfield, Lowwaters, Hamilton. 
Ex-Bailie HUGH MAYBERRY, J.P., ~t. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 
HUGH ALEXANDl!:R, J.P., Eastfield House, Rutherglen. 
J. JEFFRRY HUNTER, 109 Bath Street, Glasgow. 
A. M 'CALLUM, NfWS Office, Polloksha ws. 
ALEXANDER POLLOCK, 52 West Nile Street, Glasgow . 
.JOSEPH MARTIN, 163 'West George Street, Glasgow. 
Alderman WILLIAM BURNS, Sunderland. 
W. H. TURNER, 9 The Oaks, Snnderland. 

Hon. Secretary-THos. AMOS. M. A., 19 Glebe Road, Kilmaruock. 
Assistant Secretary-GEo. A. INNES, F.E.LS., Kilmarnock. 
H011. Trpasurer-JosEPH BROCKIE, J.P., Royal Bank, Kilmarnock. 

Editur "Burn~ Chronicle "-D. M'NAUGHT, J.P., Benrig, Kilmanrs. 
Auditors-Captain D. YUILLE and AlUM MACKAY, Kilmarnock. 

CONSTITUTION. 

1. The Federation shall consist of an HOIl. President. Execlltive 
Council, and the affiliated members of each Club. 

2. The Executiv~ Council shall consist of a President, Vice· Presidents, 
Hon. Secretary, Hon. Trea~urer, Editor of Annual Bum" Chronicle, and 
two Auditors-all of whom shall be elected annually and be eligible for re
election-also of the President, Vice-President, and Secretary, or any 
other three members of, and nominated by each affiliated Club, and other 
gentlemen of eminence as Burnsites nominated by the Executive. 
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3. All Past Presidents of the Federation shall ex officio be members of 
the Executive Conncil. •. 

OBJECTS OF THE FEDERATION. 

1. To strengthen and consolidate the bond of fellowship existing 
amongst the member~ of Burns Clubs and kindred societies by uuiversal 
affiliation. 

2. To superintend the publication of works relating to Bnrns. 

3. To acquire a fund for the purchase and preservation of Holograph 
Manuscripts and other Relics conuected with the Life and Works of the 
Poet, and for other purposes of a like nature, as the Executive Council 
may determine. 

RULES. 

1. The HeadquRrters of the Federation shall be at Kilmarnock, the 
town ill which the Federation was inaugurated and carried to a practical 
issue, and which contains the only properly organised Burn~ Library and 
Museum in the United Kingdom. 

2. Properly organised Burns Club~, St. Anrlrew's Societies, and 
kindred Associations may be admitted to the Federation bv application in 
writing to the HOII. Secretary, enclosing copy of Constitution and Rules. 

3. The R .. gistration Fee is 2ls, on receipt of which the Diploma of 
the Federation shall be issued, after being numhered and signed by the 
President and Hon. Secretary. 

4. Members of every Burns Club or Kindred Association registered by 
the Federation shall be entitled to receive a pocket Diploma on payment 
of Is. (Thpse p<tyments are final-not annual). 

5. The Funds of the Federation shall be vested in the Executive 
Council for the purposes before·mentioned. 

6. A meeting of the Executive Council shall be held annually during 
the Summer or Antumn months at such place as may be agreed upon by 
the Office-bearers, when reports on the year's transactions sh~ll be08ub
mitted by the Hon. Secretary and Hon. TI·easurer, and Office· bearers 
elected for t he ensuing year. 

7. A meeting of the Office-bearers shall take place some time before 
the Annual Meeting of the Executive Council, to make the necessary 
arrangemeuts for the same. 

8. That each Federated Club shall suhscribe IOs 6d per annum towards 
the fund for the publication of the Bu,·,ts Chronicle. 

9. Notice of any amendment or alterati{ln of the Constitution or Rules 
of the Federation, to be considered at the Annual Mee:ing, must he in 
writing to the Hon. Secreta. y not later than 31st March. 

BENEFITS. 

l. Registered Cluhs are supplied free with copies of neW8p!lperS con
taining accounts of meetings, demonstrations, etc .• organised, conducted, 
·or attended hy the Executive Council of the Federation, aud of the Annual 
Meeting of the Kilmaruock Burns Club. 

2. Exchange of fraternal greetings on the anniversary of the Poet's 
natal day. 
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3. Members of Registered Clubs who have provided themselves with 
po!lket diplomas are entitled to attend meetings of all Clubs on the Roll of 
the Federation, they being subject to the rules of the Club vlsite<l, but 
having no voice in its management unless admitted a member according to 
local form. 

4. Members are entitled to be supplied through the Secretaries of 
their respective Clubs, with copies of all works published by the }<'edera
tion, at a discount of 33! per cent. 

BOOKS PU BLISHED BY THE FEDERATION. 

BURNS HOLOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS in the Kilmamock Monument Museum, with 
Notes ., .,. 1889 

BURNS CHRONICLE AND CLUB DIRECTORY 1892 
1893 
1894 
1~95 
1896 
1897 
18~8 
1899 
1900 

(out of print) 1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 

Is 6d 
Is Od 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 
186d 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 
186d 
Is 6d 
186d 
18 6d 
Is 6d 
186d 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 
Is 6d 

A f~\\ c"pi~s of the La~k vols. may sLill be had on applicati"n to the 
Hon. Secretary. Increased prices are charged when the vols. are out of 
print. 



MINUTES OF TI lE GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE 

BURNS FEDERATIO~. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ST. ANDREWS, 

5th September, 1908. 

THE annual meeting of the Executive Council of the Burns Federation waa 
held here to·day Rt 12 o'clock, Dr Wm. Wallace, editor of the Glasgow 
Herald, presiding. 

The following delegates from Federated Clubs were preseut, :-

No. 0, Kilmarnock-Captain D. Slleddon, Mr D. M'Naught, and Mt· 
T. Amos, M.A. 

No. I, London-Robert Burns Club-Mr Alexander Stephen. 
No. 13, Ht. Andrews-Mr John L. Low, Professor Lawson, and Mr 

W. M. Robertsou. 
No. 14, Dunuee-Mr J. A. Purves. 
No. 21, Greenock-Mr Thomas Graham and Mr William Lees. 
No. 22, Edinbnrgh-Mr Thomas Carmichael. 
No. 36, Glasgow Rosebery-Mr W. C. Goldie, Mr George Armour, Mr 

P. Smith, jnn., Mr Alexander Pollock, and Mr John M'William. 
No. 50, Stirling-Mr John Craig. 
No. 57, Thornliebauk-Mr John Neilson and Mr William Park, jun. 
No. 67, Glasgow Carlton-Mr William Moffat, Mr D. M. Duff, and Mt· 

W. J: Straiton. 
No. 68, Glasgow Sandyford-Ex-Bailic Hugh Mayberry. 
No. 71, Carlisle-Mr James Watt. 
No. 7(l, Corstorphine-Mr \,yilliam Wilson. 
No. 83, Glasgow Co-operati\·e-Mr J. Blair Smith. 
No. S;;, Dnnfermline-Mr P. Patprson and Mr Robert Taylor. 
No. 89, Sunderland-Mr Wllliam M'Lennan, Mr George Mackay, Mr 

W. P. Eastwood, and Mr D. Condie. 
No. 100, Hamilton MObsgiel-- Thomas Brown. 
No. lOS, East Calder and Di.trict-Mr Will. Young, Mr George ¥onnf!, 

and Mr J ohl1 S. Young. 
No. 128, Cowdenbeath, Gleucairn--Mr Dllncan Beaton and Mr Thomas 

Ferguson. 
No. 139, Glasgow National-Mr James Ballantyne, Mr John ea,

michael, and Mr Joseph Martin. 
No. l45, Glasgow Central--Mr W. D. M'Laren. 
No. 150, Kilmarnock Jolly Beggars-M r Anurew Sinclair and )1 r 

Archihald I,aird. 
No. 151, Old Kilpatrick-Mr Thomas Slruthers. 
No. 153, Glasgow Scottish-Mr John Wilson. 
No. 164, Kinning 1:'ark-Mr Duncan M'Callum and Mr Thomas Deans. 
No. 169, Glasgow and District-Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Sheriff Mackenzie ann Mr 
G. A. Innes, F.E.I.S., Kilmarnock; Mr Joseph Dobhle, ex.M.P.; and the 
following clubs: -No. 9, Glasgow Royalty; No. 18, L1\'erpoo!; No. 48, 
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Paisley; No. 74, Glasgow Mauchline; No. 90, Garelochhead; No. 109, 
Dlasgow Caledonia; No. 113, Vale of Leveu Glencairn; No. 140, Pollok
shaws; No. 159, \Valker-on-Tyne; No. 163, Gateshead and District; No. 
168, j{iccarton. 

Provost Wilson, on behalf of the Corporation, gave the delegates a 
hearty welcome to the ancient city; and Mr John L. Low, president of the 
St. Andrews Burns Club, expressed his.pleasure at the meeting being held in 
St. Andrews. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the last annual meeting and the 
Dommittee meetings held during the year, and these were duly approved of. 

In his report the Secretary refenerI to the loss the Federation had 
snstained by the death of the former president, Mr David Murray, and 
also of Mr James M'CuUoch, one of the vice-presidents. He said they 
were indebted to their new presideut, Dr William WaIJace, for the whole
hearted manner in which he was ad vocating the foundation of a ChaIr of 
.scottish History and Literature. 

During the year the following new clubs had heen enrolled-Birming
ham, Riccarton, Glasgow and District, Larkhall Thistle, anrl the Burns 
Society, Chattanooga, Tenn., U.S.A. 

The Treasurer's statement was submitted ann passed. It showed an 
income of £52 13s 7d for the year, and an expenditure of £50 Os 5d, leaving 
a credit balance of £2 13s 2d'on hand, which brought up the capital funds 
to £245 12s. 
. In answer to a questiou the Secretary stated that 61 clubs had sub· 

scribed to the CI.'·ollic/e Publication Fund. 
Mr D. 1\1 'Naught, in his report on the Chronide, said that it WitS 

maintaining its circulation, and the financial resnlts were satisfactory. He 
had spent £16 ot the grant given last year for the payment of contribntors, 
and he asked a renewal of the grant. He also intilllated that Messrs J. M. 
Munro, Ltd., had ceasen to publish the C'l1"onicl~, and he thought the 
question of its future publication ought to be discussed. 

Mr Alexander Pollock moved, and Mr Joseph Martin seconded, that 
the matter be remitted, with powers, to a committee consisting of the 
office-bearers and delegates from several Glasgow clubs, and that a meeting 
be held in Glasgow at an early date to make arrangements for the publica
tion of the Chronicle. 

Subsequently the following clubs were appointed to send each a 
representative :-Rosebery, National, Haggis, ram 0' Shanter, Oarlton, 
Dreenock, ana Kinning Park. 

On the motion of ex· Bailie Mayberry, it was agreed to add the name 
of Mr John Wilson, of the Scottish Burns Olub. 

Mr Andrew Sinclair moved that the grant of £25, fOI' the payment of 
contributors, be reuewed, ana this was unanimously agreed to. 

The Chairman, in the course of his remarks regarding the proposed 
Chair of ~cottish History and Literature, stated that the fnnds at present 
amounted to nearly £5000, and that the Committee would meet again in 
October for active operations. He wished to see the Burns Federation 
take a leading part in the mo\'ement. Circulars on behalf of the Chair had 
not produced great results, and he asked what they were going to substitute 
for circulars. He strongly advise,l the delegates to extend their work for 
this object outside of Burns Clubs. 

Mr John Wilson recommended that every club which had not yet 
already contributed should be instructed to make a collection at the 
anniversary meeting. 
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After a discussion, in which Mr James \Vatt, of Carlisle, Mr Stephen, 
of London, and Mr James Ballantyne, Mr Alexander Pollock, and ex-Bailie 
Mayberry, of Glasgow, took part, it was agreed to send out another 
circular to the clubs in October asking for some definite support to the 
scheme_ 

Captain Sneddon, in submitting a report on the progress of the work 
at the Auld Brig 0' Ayr, said he was pleased to state that good work had 
been done during the past year_ There might be another year's work 
on the structure. The subscriptions iutimated to date amounted to 
£10,467 5s lld, and the expenditure was £4292 Is 8~d. 

ELECTION Ol!' OFFICE-BEARERS. 

On the motion of Captain Snedrlon, second"d by MI' l\l'Naught, Or 
William Wallace was unanimously re-elected President. Captain Sneddon 
also proposed as Vice-Presidents Messr.T. Brown, J. Jeffrey Hunter, A. 
M'Callum, Alex. Pollock, Joseph Martin, Alderman Burns, W. H. Turner, 
and Professor Lawson. This was seconded by Mr A. Sinclair. On the 
motion of Mr Jeffrey Hunter, it was agreed to retain Ex-Bailie H. Alex
ander on the list of Vice-Presidents; and at the request of Mr P_ Paterson 
Sir James Sivewright, K_C.M.G., was aho retained. The following new 
Vice-Presidents were added to the list :-Rev. James Forrest, M.A. ; Ex
Bailie Hugh Mayberry, J.P., and J9.mes Ballantyne. It was also unani
mou&ly agreed to re-dcct the Secretary, Assistant Secretary , Treasurer, 
and Editor of the Chronicle; and to elect Captain David Yuille and Mr 
Adam Mackay as Auditors. 

It was agreed that the meeting record in its minutes its sympathy 
with the widow and family of the late Mr John Drake, Poet-Laureate of 
the FederatIOn, and the Secretary was instructed to write a letter of 
condolence to Mrs Drake. 

On the motion of Mr P. Paterson, Secretary of Dunfermline Burns 
Club, it was agreed to hold next annual meeting in Dunfermline. 

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman. 

LUNt:HEON. 

The delegates and several lady friends afterwards dined in the Cross 
Keys Hotel, under the presidency of Dr Wallace. After an excellent re
past, Professor Lawson, in an able manner, proposed the toast of "The 
Burns Federation," to which Dr Wallace replied in an eloquent and stirring 
speech, in which he made a strong appeal on behalf of the proposed Chair 
ot Scottish History. 

The other toasts were :-" The St. Andt'ews Burns Club," proposed 
by Ex-Bailie Mayberry, J.P., acknowledged by Mr John L. Low; "The 
City of St. Andrews," proposeo by Mr J. Jetlrey Hunter, acknowledged 
by Ex-Bailie Balsillie; "The Chairman," proposed by Mr Jas. Ballantyne; 
and "The Secretary of St. Audrews Burns Club," acknowledged by Mr 
W. Macbeth Robertson, to whom the meeting was much indebted for tke 
excellent local arrangements. 

After dinner, the delegate~, nnder the guidance of the memhers of 
the local Burns Club, visited several of the places of interest in the 
ancient city. 

THOMAS AMOS, HOII. Secy. 
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List of Clubs whioh have subscribed for the 

Publishing Fund, 1907-1908. 

National Burns Club ... £1 0 Rutherglen Cronies . .. £0 ro 6 
Baillieston ... o IO 6 Charleston ... o 10 6 
Clasgow Sandyford o 10 6 Sunderland ... oro 6 
Kirn ... o 10 6 Gateshead and District o 10 6 
Cowdenbeath Glencairn 0 10 6 Old Kilpatrick o 10 6 

Do. Arrears 0 10 6 Blackburn ... o 10 6 
Kilbowie Jolly Beggars ... 0 ro 6 Falkirk 010 6 
Clencairn Vale of Leven ... 0 10 6 Kilmarnock Jolly Beggars oro 6 
Nottingham Scottish Assoc. 0 10 6 St. Andrews 0 10 6 
Edinburgh Ninety ... {J 10 6 Glasgow Thistle 0 10 6 
Airdrie 0 IO 6 Dairy 0 10 6 
Cowdenbeath Haggis o 10 6 Hamilton oro 6 
Whitburn 0 10 6 Glasgow Haggis o 10 6 
Thornliebank 0 10 6 Greenock Cronies ... o 10 6 
Blackburn·on·Almond o 10 6 Glasgow Mauchline Society o 10 6 
Walker-on· Tyne 010 6 Greenock ... 0 10 6 
Paisley 010 6 Darlington ... 0 ro 6 
Dublin 0 ro 6 Musselburgh 0 10 6 
Newarthill ... 0 10 6 Kilmarnock No. 0 ... 0 10 6 
Newcastle Tyneside 0 10 6 Glasgow Rosebery ... 0 10 6 
Hamilton Mossgiel 0 ro 6 Dollar 0 10 6 
Wallesend and District o 10 6 Glasgow Scottish ... oro 6 
Darnconner Airds Moss o 10 6 Bonhill o 10 6 
Ercildoune, Earlston o 10 6 Gourock Jolly Beggars 0 10 6 
East Stirlingshire ... o 10 6 Glasgow Albany ... 0 10 6 
Bellfield, Kilmamock o 10 6 Glasgow Kinning Park o 10 6 
Birmingham o 10 6 Stirling 0 10 6 
Bristol Caledonian ... 010 6 Corstorphine 0 10 6 
Bonnybridge o 10 6 Partick Western .. o 10 0 
Row 0 10 6 Alexandria ... o 10 0 
Stonehouse ... 0 10 6 -----
Dundee o 10 6 

ABSTRdCT. 

I at £1 IS 

58 at 
2 at 

ro/6 
10/

Arrears ... 

Last Year's Amount 

Decrease 

£33 

o 

30 9 0 
o 0 

o 10 6 

£33 0 6 
35 13 6 

0 6 
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Alphabetical List of Federated Clubs . 

••• 

No. 40. Aberdeen No. 55. Derby 
84· Abington 37· Dollar 
23· Adelaide 146. Dublin 
20. Airdrie 10. Dumbarton 

143· Airdrie-Gateside 52. Dumfries-Mechanics' 
2. Alexandria J04· Oak 
6. Alloa II2. ,. Howff 

82. Arbroath 14· Dundee 
174· Ardrossan Castle 69· Dunedin 
123. Auchinleck So. Dunoon-Cowal 

19· Auckland 85· Dunfermline-United 

157· Baillieston Caledonia 134· Duntocher-Heron 

99· Barlinnie 5· Earlston 
12. Darrow·in-Furness I08. East Calder 
64. Beith 22. Edinburgh 
15 Belfast Ill. Edinburgh-South 

167· Birmingham 124. Edinburgh-Ninety 
30 . Blackburn 155· East Stirlingshire 

125. Blackburn-on-Avon 149· Elgin 

95· Bolton 126. Falkirk 
29· Bolton Juniors 44· Forfar 

Il9· BonhiII 90. Garelochhead 
142. Bonnybridge 163. Gateshead and District 
76. Brechin 3· Glasgow-Tarn 0' Shanter 

120. Bristol 7· Thistle 

1I4· Brodick 9· Royalty 
106. Broxburn-Rosebery 24· Bank 

4· Callander 27· Springburn 
IlO. Cambuslang 33· Haggis 

87· Campsie 34· Carrick 
71. Carlisle 36. Rosebery 

102. Carlisle-Border 38. " 
J oily Beggars 

81. Carstairs Junction 39· St. David's 
171. Chattanooga, U. S. A. 41. Dennistoun 

11. Chesterfield 43· Northern 
SI. Chicago 47· St. Rollox 

138. Cl eland 49· Bridgeton 
166. Cleveland Scottish Association 61. Glencairn 

93· Clydebank 63· Mossgiel 

I03· Coalburn-Rosebery 67· Carlton 

79· Corstorphine 68. 
" 

Sandyford 
127. Cowdenbeath-ITaggis 70. St. Rollox Jolly 
128. Cowden beath-Glencairn Beggars 
42. Crieff 74· Mauchline Soc. 
60. Crossgates 78. Ardgowan 

45· Crimnock 83· Co-operative 
86. Cumnock-The Winsome 88. Caledonian 
62. Cupar [WiIIie 107· Hutchesontown 

35. Dairy I09 " 
Caledonia 

158. Darlington 117· Southern 
122. Darnconner 1I8. " 

Albany 



No. 139. 
145· 
153-
1 29. 
164. 
169. 
59· 
53· 

rr6. 
2r. 

148. 
152 • 
100. 
121. 

Glasgow-National 
Central 
The Scottish 
Gorbals 

" Kinning Park 
Glasgow and Di.trict 
Gourock-Jolly Beggars 
Govan-Fairfield 
Greenloaning 
Greenock 
Greenock-Cronies 
Hamilton 

Mossgiel 

136. " 
Junior 
Royal Oak 

137. Ipswich 
173. Irvine 
96. Jedburgh 

154. Johar.nesburg, S.A. 
92. Kilbowie QOt, "Co'' 

o. Kilmarnock 
97. .., Bellfield 

ISO. Jolly Beggars 
lI5. Kippen ." 
58. Kirkcaldy 
75. Kirn 
98. Lanark 

144. Larbert and Stenhousemuir 
170. LarkhaIl 
73. Lenzie 
18. Liverpool 

r. London 
28. Mauchline-The Jolly 

Beggars 
175. Meikle Earnock 

8. Morpeth (dormant) 
1Or. Motherwell 
56. Muirkirk-Lapraik 
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No. 65. 
32• 

133· 
156. 
13r. 

17· 
151. 
172. 
48. 
77· 

16r. 
72. 

135· 
26. 
54· 

162. 
140. 
132 • 
168. 
130 . 
105. 
3r. 
9r. 
13· 
50. 

I4r. 
147· 
89· 
16. 
57· 
94-

113· 
159· 
165. 
46. 

160. 
25· 
60. 

l\f usselburgh 
Newark 
Newarthill 
Newcastle and Tyneside 
Nottingham 

" (dormant) 
Old Kilpatrick 
Oregon, U.S A. 
Paisley 

" 
Partick 

Gleniffer 
Charleston 

Peral 
Western 

" St. J ohnstone 
Plymouth and District 
Pollokshaws 
Riccarton-Kirkstyle 
Riccarton 
Row 
Rutherglen 
San Francisco 
SheUleston 
St. Andrews 
Stirling 
Stonehouse 

" Haggis 
Sunderland 
Sydney 
Thornliebank 
Uphall 
Vale of Leven-Glencairn· 
Walker· on-Tyne 
Wallsend-on-Tyne 
Warwickshire 
Whitburn 
Winnipeg 
Wolverhampton 



DIRECTORY 

OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH 'SOCIETIES 

ON THE 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERA TION, 1909. 

No. o-KILMARNOCK Burns Club. Instituted I 808. Federated I885. 
Place and date of meeting, George Hotel, 25th January. Presi· 
dent, ex·Bailie M. Smith, T. P., Glencairn Square, Kilmarnock; 
Vice-president, Neil D. M'Michael, B.L., John Finnie Street; 
Secretary, Thomas Amos, M_A., Sunnyside, Glebe Road. Corn· 
mittee-Captain D. Sneddon, V.D., J.P. ; D. M'Naught, J.P.; 
Joseph Brockie, J.P. ; Rev. G. S. Yuille, B.D. ; ex-Bailie Kerr, 
B.L. ; George A. Innes, F.E.I.S. ; Wm_ M'Menan, B.A.; Bailie 
M. ]{obertson, J.P. ; James Middleton, J.P.; Sheriff Mackenzie, 
William Heron, Rohert Wylie, Captain D. Yuille, and Captain 
G. H. Wilson. 

No. I-LONDON Robert Burns Club. Instituted I868. Federated I885. 
Place and date of meeting, various. President, Alexander Stephen, 
23 Milton Street, E.c. Vice-president, Henry Durham, I3 Cole
herne Road, South Kensington, S. W.; Sco'etary, W. C. Daniels, 
3 Stamford Hill Mansi::ms, N. Committee-R. Gunn Mackay, 
F. W. Warren, T. F. Myers, A. R. Molison, E. J. M. Allen, 
T. E. Price, H. D. Faith, S. Stockman, J. Thomson, T. W. 
Jacobs, jun., R. A. Walker, and W. A. Herbert, jun. 

No. 2-ALEXANDRIA Burns Club. Instituted I884. Federated I885. 
Place and date of meeting, Village School, first Friday of each 
month. President, William Livsey, 20 Leven Bank Terrace, 
Jamestown; Vice' president, John M'Gowan, Linnbrane Terrace, 
Alexandria; Secretary, Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane Terrace, 
Alexandria; Treasurer, James Merrilees, Charlestown House, 
Alexandria. Committee-James M'Kenzie, A. M'Farlane, Donald 
Campbell, George AlIan, Matthew Campbell, and Richard 
Thomson. 

No. 3-GLASGOW Tarn 0' ShanterClub. Instituted 1880. Federated I885. 
Place and date of meeting, Trades' House Restaurant, 89 Glassford 
Street, last Tuesday of October, Novemher, February, and March, 
and 25th January. President, Rev. James Forrest, M.A., 8 Hol
land Place, Glasgow; Vice-president, John Carmichael, 27 Blyths
wood Drive, Glasgow; Secretary, George H. Forrest, 48 St. 
George's Mansions, Glasgow. Committee-Messrs Alex. M'Kenzie, 
D. M. Threshie, J. Jeffrey Hunter, T. P. Thompson, John Smith, 
James Ritchie, J. K. Watson, Andrew Crawford, Wm. Renfrew, 
A. C. Baird, Jas. Warden, and George Fisher. Special features of 
Club-Cultivation of works of Burns and of Scottish general 
literature. 

No 4-CALLANDER Burns Club. Instituted I877. Federated I885. 
Secretary, James S. Anderson, Callander. 

II 



162 

No. S-ERCILDOUNE Burns Club. Instituted January, 188S. Federated 
26th November.'188S. 'Place df meeting, Red Lion Hotel. Presi
dent, A. A. Burt, M.A., Thorn Cottage, Earlston; Vice-presi
dents, Henry Wallace, High ,Street, Earlston, and Alex. Brown, 
Earlston; Secretary and T~easurer-Arch. M. Black, Market 
Place, Eatistpo. . , 

No. 6-ALLOA Burns Club (formerly Alloa Haggis Club). Instituted 1873. 
Federated 188S. Secretary, R. Tait Melville, 44 Mill Street, 
Alloa. 

No.'7-THISTLE Bums -Club. 'Instituted f882. Federate<h'88s. 'Pre$i
dent, Charles Morton, 69 Nic~olson Street, S.S., Glasgow; Vice
president, Richard Bogie, 28 Napiershall Street, Glasgow; Secre
tary, D. R. Montgomery, 1:22 South ,Po~t1and Street, Glasgow; 
Trel!Surer, Jno. Eadie, 12 Bridge Street, S.S., G~ow. 

No.8-M(')l{PETH and 'District Burns' C1)1b (dor~ant). Last Secretary, 
. John :O~bson, Oldgate Street; Morpeth. 

NO.9-GLASGOW Royalty Buras Club. Instituted, ~882.. Federated 
;1886. P.re~ident, lames M'Nicoil,' 64 ,Waterloo ,Street; Vice
president, Robert Finlay. l!19 Argyle Street ;·Secretary, Wm. C. 
Rodgex, 44 Bath Street, Glasgow. Gotnmittee-Messrs Connell, 
Cw"ket, Dawson, Gibson, and Hamilton. 

No. la-DUMBARTON Burns Club. Instituted 18S9. Federated 1886. 
Place and :date of p1eeting, Elephant Hotel. 2S~h ]l/-J;luary, 19Q9-
Presiden~, John M'CleUand, BarloanCrescent, Dumbarton; Vice· 
president. Charles ·M 'Kinnon, Oxhill, Dumbarton; Secretary, 
Wm. Baird, Union Bank House, Dumbarton. Committee
Provost M'Earlane, Major Thnmson. V.D .. ; Jas. Nimmo, John 
M'Pherson, Master' of Works Wilson, and Town 'Treasurer T. G . 
.Buchanan. Special features of the Club-Celebration of the 
Poet's Birthday. 

No. II--CHESTERFIELD Burns Society. Fe.derated 1886. Secretary, 
Geo. Edward Drennan, 77 Salter Gate, Chesterfield, Derl)yshlre. 

No. I2~BARROW·IN-FURNESS Burns Club (dormant). Federated 1886. 
Secretary, Alexander M'Naught, 4 Ramsden Square, 'Barrow-in
Furness. 

No. 13-S'f. ANDREWS Burns Club. Instituted 1869. Federated 1886. 
'Place and date of meeting, Royal Hotel. St. Andrews, 2Sth 
January. 'President, the Rev. Professor Lawson, M.A., D.D., 4 
Gillespie Terrace, St. Andrews; Vice-president, Dr James Orr, 3 
Alexandra Place, St. Andrews; .!:iec1'etary and Treasu1<er, W. 
Macbeth Robertson, solicitor, I19 Market Street, St. Andrews. 
Committee-John L. Low, Charles Freeman, Thomas Goodwillie, 
W. Norman Boase, W"Mitchell, WiIliam Duncan, David Hunter, 
and T. W. M'Callum, M.A. 

No. 14~DUNDEE Bums Club. Instituted '1860_ Federated .gth March, 
1886. Place and date of meeting, '36'Nethergate, first Wednesday 
of every'month at 8.30 p.m. President,· George S. ]\fiddleton, 36 
Nethergate; 'Vice-president, James Sharp, J6 Nethergate; 
Sstretary, Bavid R. Robetts, 36 Nethergate; Treasurer, Edward 
-Dobson, '36'Nethergate; Guraror, John A. Putves, 36 Nethergate. 
Special features of Club-Library. 

1'(0. IS-BELFAST Burns Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. Secre
tary, Barclay M'Conkey, Belfast. 



No. 16. SYDlVEY BurRS Club (N.S.W.) •. Institu~ed 1~8p .. F~d~~ted 1886. 
'S,tretat}', ·W. Teffer, School ,of Arts,' Pitt Slreet, S,ifuej, \N;S;W. 

No. 17. NOTTINGHAM Scottish Society (dormant). Fede~tedI886. 

No. 18. LIVERP00L Burns Club. Instituted 1866. Federated 1.s86. Place 
an,4 #~ ,pf lIleetiQg, }lo~el St. Ge9r~.e, pveHl9llI, .25~4 J anJliUT' 
f~~el}~, .!;ol~q!!I ~lcl!ar!1 Bulmaq; V.D., 'Mer~~y' .CRanlbers, 
Liverpool; Secretal'Y, Major Robeit SinclairArcher, V.D., Clifton 

:1I418Si!, Eirkllahead. 'Sfled:ial tilatuJ,es Qf m.\lb-t!i)f!i:r~ prizes fQr 
essays Dfl Scottish subjects to English Lite~ture Cllj.$$ ilJ. Liverpool 
University. 

No. 19-~AUCKLAND BWns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 1886. 
Secl',tf,Jq', John Horn, 'Wellington Street, A.tickland, 'N . .z. 

No. ~AIRDRIE Burns Club. Instituted ' d!85. Federated 1886. Place 
II!'Id daA:e @f meeting,·Royal·HoteI, Airdrie, 25th]anua,y. Presi
Eient, Ma:jo.r 'MotherweH, .Kensington Park, Airdrie; Vice-presi
dent,' Waiter Cochratle, Chapel Slreet, Aitdrie; Secretary, Robert 
'Lutter,Sunnyoonk, Airdcie; Treasurer, S. Rogerson. .Committee 
~William Anderson, James Ramsay, J .. C. ~eil, R. Eadie, R. C. 
J.>.wt. 

No. 21-GREENOCK Barns ,Club. wstituted 1802. Federated 1886. 
Place and date of meeting, ',Club -Rooms, Nicholson ·Street, at 8 
.0'clQc\<. President, John ~ei,ll, M.A., IP., Glenfield, Bedford 
Street, G~eenock; V:ice-presidllnts, John :aa.rbour, 7 Arthnr Street; 
Alex. Lambie, Ravenshall, Bogston; Joint Secretaries, Robert 
-8mibh, 19 _¥dgowan Street, lIo\l~ Au&u~ Macaslcill, 45 ~oQertson 
:Street. Special features ,of tl:\e ,Cl\\b-Clllh rQQmS !,~e open to 
members at.any ~me ; .keys wiW CUllUor on ,premise~, 36 Nichol
.son ·Street. Library has valllable,C9111:()~iQn .~f .editions of Burns, 
Fergusson, .G;tlt, etc., I\nd the wan~ are .covere9 with signed 
portmits, including ~hose of SOrne,Qf the ,most di.stinguised men in 
the country, who are honorary memhe~s ,of the Cl~b. The Club 
makes a special feature of inter-visitation meetings with Burns 
Clubs ill the West of Scotland, also of ladiesi nights. Visitors are 
always welcome to attend Club meetings. The'Greenock Club is 
the oldest Burns Clnb in the worlll. . 

No. '22-EDl-NBURGH Burns Club. Lnstituted 1848. ;Federated 1886. 
'Pi"esident, Archibald'Menzies, S.S.C., 22 Rutland Street, Edin
burgh; Vice-president, Thomas ,Carmichael, S.S.C., 10 Duke 
·Street, Edinburgh; Secretary, Robert Duncan, soliGitor, 38 Lygon 
Road, Edinburgh; Hon. Treasurer, Kenneth Henderson. C.A.,'S 
York Buildings, ,Edinburgh; Chaplain, the Rev. James Fergusson, 
Corstorphine; Bard, T. M. I1epburn, (" Gabriel Setoun"); with 
Members of Council. 

No. 23-ADELAIDE South Australian Caledonian Society. Instituted 1881. 
Federated 1886. Secretar}l, U. G. M~Kittri(/k, Society's Office, 
70 G reenfield Street, i\.delaide, S. A. 

No. ~4-GLASGOW Bank Burns Cl,ub (dormant)-Instituted ,884- Fede
rated 1886. 

No. 25-WINNIPEG St. Andrew's Society. F~erated rS86. Secretary, 
David Phillip, Goverm;nent ~uildings, Winnipeg. 

No. 26-PERTH Burns Club-Instituted 187:3. Federated 1886. Secretary 
-John Harper, 68 St.John Street, l'erth. 
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No. 27-SPRINGBURN Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 1886. 
Secretary, Cameron Henderson, ::'yriam Terrace, Springburn, 
Glasgow. 

No. 28-THE JOLLY BEGGARS Burns Club, Mauchline. 

No. 29-BOLTON Burns Club. Instituted 1881. Federated 1886. Secretary, 
Harry George, 32 Ilalstead Street, The Harregh, Bolton. 

No. 30-BLACKBURN Burns Club-Instituted 1884. Federated 9th July, 
1886. Place of meeting, Victoria Hotel, Blackburn, Lancs. 
President, William Ferguson, " Dryfesdale," Park Road, Lytham, 
Lancs.; Vice-president, Thomas Anderson, 80 Penny Street, 
B1a.ckburn; Secretary and Treasurer, Robert Ferguson, solicitor, 
9 Tacketts Street, B1ackburn, Lancs. Committee-J. Little. J. 
M'Vittie, W. Maxwell, J. Forbes, T. Ferguson, F. S. Jardine, 
J. Smith, J. Rutherford, F. Wilkinson, J. W. Barton, W. Wall
bank, Alex. Shepherd, and W. Connell. Special features of Club 
-(I) To commemorate the birthday of Burns; (2) to encourage 
the study of Burns's works and of the Scottish Poets, and of 
literature generally. 

No. 31-SAN FRANCISCO Scottish Thistle Club. Instituted 1882. 
Federated 1885. Secretary, George W. Paterson, 801 Guerero
Street, San Francisco, U.S.A. 

No. 32-NEWARK Burns Club. Federated 1886. Secretary, John Hogg, 
Caledonian Club, Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

No. 33. GLASGOW Haggis Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. 
Place and date of meeting, National Burns Club, Ltd., 93 Douglas 
Street, Glasgow, last Frida.y of February, March, April, September, 
October, November, and December. President, Robert Wilson, 
J.P., 149 I-Ioward Street; Vice-president, Major J. R. Metcalfe, 
J.P., 140 London Street. Secretary, Joseph Martin, 163 West 
George Street; Treasurer, Hugh B. Stewart, 74 York Street. 

No. 34-CARRICK Burns Club. Instituted 1859. Federated 1887. Date 
of meeting, last Tuesday of each month. Presiaent, William 
Crawford, 23 Minerva Street, Glasgow; Vice-president, Robert 
Thorley, ISO Roebank Street, Dennistoun, Glasgow: Secretary, 
Thomas Ferguson. 412 Parliamentary Road, Glasgow; Treasurer, 
James Welsh, 46 Dixon Road, East, Crosshill, Glasgow. Special 
features of Club-Study of Burns and kindred literature. 

No. 35-DALRY Burns Club. Instituted [826. Federated 1887. Place 
and date of meeting, DaIry, Friday nearest 25th January. Chair· 
man, Dr W. M. Brown, Townend House, Dalry; Secretary, J. 
Hunter Hamilton, 21 Clifford Street, Ibrox, Glasgow; Treasurer, 
P. Comrie, DaIry; Recording Secretary, D. Johnston, M.A., 
Tintagel, DaIry. 

No. 36-GLASGOW Rosebery Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
1887. Place of meeting, Ferguson & Forrester, Ltd., Buchanan 
Street, Glasgow. President, WiIliam C. Goldie, 50 Wellington 
Street, Glasgow; Vice-president, A. M. Williams, M.A., Sher
brooke Avenue, Ibrox; Secretary, J. Gartshore Scott, solicitor, 
sS West Regent Street, Glasgow; Director of Music, J. T. 
M'Donald; Pianist, Con. WIIliams; Librarian, John Smith. 
Committee-Wm Allan, James Angus, A. G. Andrews, J. A. 
Beggs, L.D.S., T. W. Brown, D. Chalmers, jr., T. W. Young, 
D. Kelso, H. F. MilIigan, Jas. Murray, Jno. M'William, A. 
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PolIock, and P. Smith, jr. Special features of Club-A series of 
lectures on Scottish Literature and History during the winter 
months; Competitions (senior and junior) for the encouragement 
of the study of Scottish songs, especially those of Burns. 

No. 37-DOLLAR Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 14th January, 
1887. Place of meeting, Castle Campbell Hotel. President, W. 

. Cruickshank, Alerdona Villa, Dollar; Vice-president, Provost 
Green, Station Road, Dollar; Seo·etary, Wm. Younger, Sydney 
House, Dol]ar; A. R. Stewart, Station Road, Dollar. Special 
felttures of the Club-To do honour to the memory of Robert 
Burns, and to give prominence to the power and beauty of Scottish 
song. 

No. 38-GLASGOW Jolly Beggars' Burns Club (dormant). Instituted 
1887. Federated 1888. 

No. 39-GLASGOW St. David's Burns Cluh (dormant). Instituted 1887. 
Federated 1889. 

No. 40-ABERDEEN Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1889. 
Secretary, James M'lntosh, 50 Mushit Hall, Aberdeen. 

No. 41-DENNISTOUN Burns Club (dormant). Instituted 1887- Federated 
1889. Secretary, John B. M'lntosh, 300 Duke Street, Glasgow. 

No. 42-CRIEFF Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated 1891. Secretary 
-William Pickard, Meadow Place, Crieff. 

No. 43-GLASGOW Northern B.1rns Club (dormant) Federated 1891. 
Secretary-James Weir, 216 New City Road, Glasgow. 

No. 44-FORFAR Burn. Club (dormant). Instituted 1890. Federated 
1891. Last Secretary, Henry Rae, 14 Montrose Road, Forfar. 

No. 45-CUMNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1891. Secre
tary, H. R. M'Cul\ey, Hazelbank, Old Cumnock. 

No. 46-WARWICKSHIRE Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated 1891. 
Secretary, Robert Greenfield, F.R.H.S., Ranelegh Nursery, 
Leamington. 

No. 47-ST- ROLLOX Burns Club (dormant). Instituted 188<). Federated 
1891. 

No. 48-PAISLEY Burns Club. Instituted 1805. Federated 1891. Place 
and date of meeting, Globe Hotel, Paisley, first Thursday of every 
month from October till May inclusive. President, R. K. Bell, 
Middle Park, Paisley; Vice-president, T. W. Pollock, Lyndhurst, 
Hawkhead Road, Paisley; Secretary, Geo. W. Cockburn, St. 
Ives, Whitehaugh, Paisley. 

No. 49-GLASGOW' Bridgeton Burns Club. Instituted 1870. Federated 
1891. President, George n. Laird, ID Ann Street, Bridgeton, 
Glasgow; Vice-president, Malcolm A. Hendry, 5 Clayton 
Terrace, Dennistoun; Secretary, Wm. Cochran, 190 West George 
Street, Glasgow; Assistant Secretary, J. Tullis Cochran, 190 West 
George Street, Glasgow; ex-President, Dr Robert Wilson; 
Treasurer, Wm. Reid. Directors - J. M. Campbell, James 
McCullen, D. L. Stevenson, Councillor H. Colquhoun, Dr Alex. 
Munro, Thomas Potter, jr., Peter White, Andrew Hoy, and 
William Baird. Special features of the Club-Recitation and 
Singing Competitions for the pupils of the schools in Glasgow and 
children of members. Members, 370. 
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No.5o--'ST:!it'tJ~G ~iHl1s,<:r':lb.. .. ~~ti!ate~ i'~Z.' 'Fi:d~,rii~~ 1891. ?lace 

~
d.' date .of 'meeh~. StatlOn H~el.,.rllnuaty iZ5tn. President, 

, ohn Crrug" Seenta1')'" ~'i(JleYt Sandeman" 2Z Fdrlh Crescent ~ 
reasunir, Jkrries de. M'nirJiead; Port Street. Committee-D. B. 

~fon"is!, Ronald- Walkef., BILilie ,Bitchaoan, QUb~iUdt Menzies, 

A. Dun" 'AleX\':E..o~, J, F, Os~&ld"A. MIHliI, W ... A. Weir, Wm. 

CUnninghlMl, l'e.tfl" Hutttllt, Jlillles Patersoh,. ~. Thomson, J. 

Crawford, DaYid Pearson., 

m. '1I~"1'€AOO' 'Cllll!(Io'liian 8oeiety. Ftidt!ilafed 'I'892~ SeCrltary, 

'eliiHlesT: Sperirle, 3002 Wal:Y.!sh Alvenue, <ThiCligo. 

No. 52-Dui\fFR'IES Mei:hani~s' Burns Club Federated !&)e. Secretary, 

James Anderson, 55 St. Michael Street, Dumfries. 

No. 53-GOV AN 'Fai;fi~ld Burns Club. 1nstituted, ,i61h :T0nuaty, I!f86. 

Federated 23rd September, 1892 Date of meeting, First Wed

Jft'Sday'of'rlh:lilth, S .. pt~n1J:jt!r'to ,Match. ;Hon. Ptesidents, eje.B&ilie 

Hugh Lymburn and Geo. Mac1achlan, E1;q" J,'P.: Hon, Vice

president,. 'Ehos. B1acj<" Esq.; President, Thos. Fullarton, 9JtT 

<;;ovan Road, GOVa!} ; Vice·president, 'Wm. Munro,.9 'Reid'Street, 

G6van; Secretary, Chas. Malhrian. 16 'MiKechnie Street, Govan ;: 

'FreasdJ'ef, Robt. Fer.guson, 46,Fairiielti'Sneet" Gtmln.. Manage

ment· 'Committee - Donaid M 'Callum. Rugh Mair, and J ames, 

Wands. 

No. 54-PERTH St. Johnstone Burns Club. Federated 181}2. 

NO. '5f-Il>ERllY Bums'Club. Federated· 18t}2. Si.:ritlltb'y, Geo. M'Lau:ch

tan, 49 Molyneaux Street, Derby. 

NO.:S&-lLAPRAIK (MUirkirk) Bums' €lub. Instiruted t893'. Fedemlretl 

i893. Place' bf meeting, Eglinton, Ilrros,Hatel_ l'~e!lident, Thos. 

Alslon, Main Street, Muirkirk; Vice-president, Thomas Weir, 

Vict'bria, Buildings, Muirkirk; Secretary, H. Cam-eron,'M'Mu. 

Street, 'Muirkirk; Tkeasurer, A. Priilgle. Comminee-R. Bell, 

j'oh'n T-aylor, Edgar Anqerson. Sffeeilrl features ~f me (W.ulr

Ho1ding Anniversary, and competition, with school' children on 

tlie songs and poems of the Bard. 

No., 'S1--'-TIlORNLIEBANK BurllS Club .. Instituted'I89I. Federated ,1893'. 

Place and date of meeting, Club Room, occasional 'and anniver

,saries. President, Robert Hutton, North Park, Thornliebank; 

Vice-pr~si~ent, :TaMes Andrew, 10 Maxwell Terra~,Tliorn]je\;an'k;. 

Secr.etary, Williain Park, jtm., Main Street, Thornliebank; IS 

members of committee_ Special feattlres' of tlle Club-School 

ctiitaren's competition, Scotch cohcert', annual outirtg. and Club

meetings. 

No_ 58-KIRKCALDY Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, John A. 

Mftfer, 12 Quality Street; Ki~kclildy . 

. llio. 59":"'doDRO!=;K Jolly Be~g.us' Biirn~ Club. 'InStituted 1893- Federated 

. D893. Place of meeting, Gaml)le' Institute, Gourtlck. President, 

ex.-Phivost Adiim. Piuk Lea,' Gourock ; 'Vice-president, George 

J{nmi, Argyle VilIa"Gol1ro<;K; Secretary.' Peter .M:. Weir, Broom

berry Ter~e, Gou[ock. SpeciilJ features of'tne Club-Club meet

illgs, annual outings, ladies' nig}lts; and encouragement of Scottish 

IIteiatrlre. 

l\lo. ~--LWo-LVEtR1JIAMPTON BurBs' CUm, Fe~d 1,893'. SeC1"etary~ 

,)entes Rillin, Beechgrove, Compfull'Relad, Woiverhampton. 

No. 61-GLASGOW Glencaim 'Burns Club (dotri'iaht). 'Federaf~d 1893. 
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No, 6:=~CJJPAR Bur,Q1l G:lub. Instituted, 1893> Federat~i 189-3> Hon. 
'PreSident. H. ,T. Anst4)nlher,;' PreiYdent, ,l\lILjtJr,Anstruther Gray, 
l\I,~., of I).i1many; Vic«:·we~idents, or. '&' D,l!IidllOl!, solici!-9r~ 
aild' R. Osbome Paga'n, W:S.; Set're,lrz"y, David F. -Esplin, 
Dundee Courier Office, Cupar; Treasurer; George--White; Chair-

No. 

IJlal'l of Gommt~tee, ,G~ I/llles. -
-, 

63-G,L.t\SGOW l\Ipssgjel ~Jlr.Ds Club. Instituted lIt,h April, 1893. 
, ',I:.efier,MeQ ~th Noye~ber" 1893. PlaCE! al)p da:t«: of meeting, 

iW!1erso'!'s, 3 Ca,thcarL Str~t, GOT~ls, first Tu~sday of each 
mql)t,h from NGwember, till April. President" John Sanders, 16 
Frankfort Street, Shawlands; Vice· president" WiUi~m Morrison, 
86 Cumberland Street, S. S.; Secretary and" Treasurer, J ames 

'M,. Bwr., 163 Hospital Street. SpeciaJ-":fea~utes,'of~Club~'aae 
encoURlgement ()f Scottish< Literature, ,the celebration of the 
immortal memory of the Poet, and a,n annu~J trip to the Land of 
Bums~ " 

1i4-BEITH Bums Club. Federated 12th December, 1893. Place of 
'rlIeeting, Anderson 1I0teh President; JitIDeS Wels}l, Fernbank, 
"Beld\; Vite-president, Wm. <d:i'Wii,s())t'I, ~gleside. Beith; Secretary, 
Neil M'lnne!!, GrahamfieM'Place; Beith ;''Freasuret, John Short, 
~in ~treet. Beith. 
I, -", 1 

No. ~5'-MUSSEl.BURGII Federated Burns, Club. Instituted 1886. 
Ii' Federated, 189~. Place and date of meeting, Central Assembly 

'R-ooms. 25~h 'January. ' President, John Young, Inveresk House, 
Musselburgh;- Vice·president, Will, Constable, S41 Inveresk Road, 
M11sselburgh; Hun. Secretary; A. B. Hall, l~ Windsor G~rd~ns, 
Musselburgh'; Hon. Treasurer, Wm. Paterson, I Newblggmg, 
'MnsselbUtg'h. 'Committee- foh!). Dobbie, A. W. MilIar, James 
'~innaH:d, J. E. Brook~, R. S. Stewart, James 'WilLiamson, W. C., 
M'<!hegori, F. Si. Bhiir, and W; B.' Gardiner. Special features of 
the Club-Coml?etitions for school o;:hild,r~. ¥em,bership abou.t 
200. ' . . \ \ r 

No. 66--CROSSGATES BurllS Club. Federated I~. Scc1!'etary, Robert 
DaU, Adtlisonls Buildings, CtollSgates. 

, " 
;No. 67-C~R;LTON Burns Clu,b. Instituted 1894. fed:era~ed 1894. Place 

and date of meeting, Sloan's Arcade Cafe, 108 Argyle Street, Glas· 
gow, first 11uesday monthly, October, to April. Bresident, Andrew 
Madure, 00" South ,iJi'oxtland Street, Glasg-Ow';. :Vice'president, 
David Davidson, 13 St. Andrew's Sqqare, GhI,sW>w:; Secretary, 
Wm. J. Strai~oJJ, 600 Dalmarnock Ro;ld, G~aw; Treasurer, 
~iIliam Renfrew. COll\mit\ee-George'Stark, J~rnc;s, Ballantyne, 
Jafues Tudhope, WilIiam Mo/fatt, Wil\iam ThCWIson, Jno. 
Ballantyne, D. M. Duff, D. M'Neil, D; Gilmour, W. G. 
M'l!.eod, R;. M'Kc~ie, C. W. ,C. M'FIlrh!.ne, lall'ic C. Taylo{o 
Special features 01 the CI1;lb-Litemry, and social. 

No. 6,8-SA,NDYFORD Burns Clllb. Instituted 1893. Fe9erated 1894. 
, , ',':Place ~f meeting, Seccetary's O,ffice, 100 West R;egent Street, 

'Glasgow. ~resident, Andrew GemmeJ,I, 6-\1 Kelving~ove Street, 
, Glasgow; Vice·presid~t, Jam~ Miah\\!.. 58 C~remont Street, 
_ ~Iasg'ow; StC1"elarJ(1 .An/;lrew P. fla,l\lil~on, w(iter, 100 West 

Regent Street, Glasgow;, Trel\s¥~er. Ja,l\les l'. M'Phie, 6 Bishop 
Street, Anderston. Glasgow. Special features of the Club
Annual dinner and dance',on ~tb',JaIluIKY;" also 'lectures' and 
social and mDsica~ elienings.iI;1 Gtaild Jdotel,·(lh!.sgow. 
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'No. 69-DUNEDIN Burns Club. Federated 1894. President, R. Sandi
lands, Queen's Drive, Musselburgh, Dunedin, N.Z. 

No. 7o-GLASGOW St. Rollox Jolly Beggars' Burns Club (dormant). 
Federated 1894. 

No. 71-CARLISLE Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1889. Federated 
1895. Place and time of meeting, Great Central Hotel, Carlisle, 
8 p.m. President, James Watt, J.P., Knowefield, Carlisle; Vice
president, Jamt's Ma1colm, Gpwanlea, Harraby, Carlisle; Secre
tary, John Jardine, 20 Broad Street, Carlisle; Waller A. Mather, 
Midland Bank Chambers, Carlisle. Special features of the Club
Literary. 

No. 72--PARTICK Burns Club. Federated 1895. Secretary, William Scott 
Wyllie, writer, 149 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

No. 73-LENZIE Burns Club (dormant). Federated 1896. 

No. 74-GLASGOW Mauchline Society. Instituted 1888. Federated 1895. 
President, Rev. Wilson Baird, Mauchline; Treasurer, Thomas 
Killin, 168 West George Street, Glasgow; Secretary, William 
Cam pbell , 166 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 

No. 75-KIRN Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1892. Federated 10th 
February, 1896. Place and date of meeting, Kirn Hotel, 25th 
January. President, John J. Ferguson, Ardmhor, Kirn; Vice· 
president, Councillor Dunbar, Kintills Terrace, East Bay, Dunoon; 
Secretary, John Macnair, house agent, };:irn; Treasurer, 
Councillor Lees, Well meadow, Kirn. Committee-:-J. R. Fer
guson, R. Nicholson. R. Brown, D. M'Kellar, and Dr Henderson. 
Special features of Club-Singing and reciting competitions for 
boys and girls, from the works of Burns; debating and recreation 
branch every Monday evening in Argyll Hall, Kirn. 

No. 76-BRECHIN Burns Club. Instituted January, 1894. Federated 7th 
March, 1896. Place and date of meeting, Corona Hall, Brechin, 
25th January. President, William Anderson, solicitor, 2 Airlie 
Street, Brechin; Vice-president, Charles Thomson, Eastbank, 
Brechin ; Joint Secretaries and Treasurers, F. C. Anderson, 10 St. 
Mary Street, Brechin, and David Edwards, jr., Eastbank, Brechin. 

No. 77-PAISLEY Tannahill (Gleniffer) Burns Club. Instituted 1892. 
Federated 1896. Secretary, Thomas Campbell, 19 Kilnside Road, 
Paisley. 

No. 78-GLASGOW Ardgowan Burns Club (dormant). Instituted 1893. 
Federated 1896. Secretary, John Fairley, 160 Cathcart Street, 
IGngston, Glasgow. 

No. 79-CORSTORPHINE Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1896. 
Place and time of meeting, Public Hall, March. November. and 
25tb r anuary, at 8 p.m. President, Dr James Shoolbread. 5 Rox
burgh :;treet, Edinburgh; Vice·president, John Ramage, Ormiston 
Terrace, Corstorphine; Secretary, William Wilson, 2 Belgrave 
Terrace, Corstorphine; Bard, Charles S. Smith. Committee of 8 
members. Special features of the Club-Two quarterly meetings, 
at which a paper is read, and afterwards social, Burns's songs, etc. 
Anniversary dinner, 25th January. 

No. 8o-DUNOON Cowal Burns Club. Instituted 18g6. Federated 1896. 
Snretary, Waiter Grieve, James Place, Dunoon. 
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No. 8I-CA1{STAIRS Junction Burris Club. Instituted 1896." Federated 
1896. Secretary, William Neill, Burnside Cottages, Carstairs 
Junction. 

No. 82-ARBROATH Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated 1896. 
Secretary, 'Harry Lorimer, solicitor, 25 Market Place,. Arbroath. 

No. 83-GLASGOW Co-operative Burns Club. Instituted 1896. Federated 
1896. Place and date of meeting, Sloan's Arcade Cafe, Argyle 
Street, Glasgow, first Saturday of each month, 7.30 p.m. Presi
dent, J. Jeffrey Hunter, 109 Bath Street, Glasgow; Vice-president, 
Thomas Rough, 249 Main Street, Bridgeton; Secretary, H. Kelly, 
5 Greenlodge Terrace, Greenhead, Glasgow. - Special features of 
the Club-Monthly literary and musical evenings. 

No. 84-ABINGTON Burns Club (dormant). Federated 1896. 
No. 8S-DUNFERMLINE United Burns Club. Instituted 1812. Federated 

12th Nov., 1896. Place and date of meeting, Royal Hotel, 
Dunfermline, 25th January. President, W. D. Imrie, Abbey 
Park Place, Dunfermline; Vice-president Wm. Black, Charles
town, Dunfermline; Secre;ary, P. Paterson, 23 Bruce Street, 
Dunfermline. Committee-A. T. Wilkie, R. Taylor, C. E. 
Livingston, Andrew Roxburgh, James Rodger, Bailie James 
Stewart, Thomas Don, Wm. Fitzpatrick. 

No. 86-CU;\INOCK Winsome Willie. Instituted 1856. Federated 1896. 
Place and date of meeting, Hotel Royal, Cumnock, 7 p. m. Presi
dent, Robert His-lop, Waterside Place. Cumnock; Vice-president" 
Douglas M. Clark, Tower Street, Cllmnock; Secretary, Hugh 
Campbell, 43 Barrhill Road, Cumnock; Treasurer, Gilbert 
M'Kissock, Kilnholtn Place, Cumnock. 

No. 87-CAMPSIE Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 1896. Place 
and date of met:ting, Lennox Arms, 'last Saturday of each month 
from September to April, 7.30 p.m. Secretary, R. W. Robertson, 
Russell Place, Lennoxtown. 

No. 88-GLASGOW " Caledonian" Burns Club. Instituted October, 1896. 
Federated 2nd March, 1&97. Place of meeting, 25 Caledonia 
Road. Secn/ary, John Muirhead, clo Drummond, 136 Roslea 
Drive, Glasgow. 

No. 89-SUNDERLAND Burns Club. Instituted January, 1897. Federated 
April, 1897. Place and date of meeting, Grand Hotel, first and 
third Wednesday October to March, first Wednesday April, May, 
and September. President, Dr James Waterston, J.P., Frederick 
Street; Vice-president, Mr James Donald, 58 General Gordon 
Terrace-; Secretary, M. Neilson, 14 Whickham Street, E. Sunder
land; Treasurer, M. MacLennan; Librarian, G. Mackay; 
Auditor, W. P. Eastwood; Piper, G_ Murray. Committee-Wo 
II. Turner, J. F. Crooks. W.P. Ea_twood, A. W. Semple, D. 
Condie. Special features of the Club-Reading of papers, lectures, 
annual Scottish concert, anniversary dinner, visitation of Clubs in 
the nOl'lh of England. 61 Members. 

No. 9o-GARELOCHHEAD Bur'ns Club. Instituted 18th November, 1895. 
Federated 21st May, 1897. Place and date of meeting, the Hotel, 
Garelochhead. President, Stuart K. Turnbull, Aikenshaw, 
Rahaw ; Vice-president, Rev. John 'Pattersop, The Manse, Gare
lochhead; Secretary, John Douglas, Dahlandhui, Garelochhead. 

No. 91-SHETTLESTON Burns Club. Instituted 25th 'January, 1897. 
Federated 18th August, 1897. Last Secretary, Robert G. Chrystal, 
221 Westmuir Street, Parkhead, Glasgow. 
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~1;). 91l-K IiL,I0W.,Q: ',' ]):>1Iy Beggarli'~' BllP'\s Cll\b.. mstituted AugQl!t~ 
J$9'l. Jj'~~we:.d AQ~jlt ~t!l. dl9? ~Ia.ce anc;1' c;1~te of meeting. 
Cross Restaurant. 1st Thursday each month, at 8 p.uI. President, 
.(\l~ander, Macc;1ona,Ic;1, 53 l\1qntrose Str~et, Kilbowie~. V~
p~e~ic;1ent, ~ltVl'.m p,alerson,'.~, Civin~s~one Stre~t~ Cl~'debahk ~ 
Secretary, teonartl Trew, 38 Sec-ond' Avenue, Ktlbowle; Trea
sUrer, J. Agntw. 'Committee-William. XlIan (Chairman), ID. 
M!WiUianls, Jl :Di.;ksOn, P. Delaco'urt, J. Richardsbil, J. Seright. 
Spe<Jial' features· of the Club-lrhe study 'of Bnms's Works and 
dtber Scotti'sh literature; also other. po~. ' 

~o. 9.3:-CL,Y..D,EBA.NK BUrns,Clqp. F:eder:a~: 1897. 

No. 94-UPIIALL Tarn 0' Shanter Bums.Club. Federated 1897. 

No. 95·-BOLTON BQms,Club. Institu~ed 6th SeptelllQerr 188!: ,Fed!=rate~ 
" t;897'- Secre'tary, Chartes H. Mallison"Oalttands, Seymout ROItil, 

:Solt<pn. ' 

~o. 96~lEpBtiRqH Bums,Club. In~itHted ~869. Feperlj.1ed 13th Nov., 
,1139,7. O'~cr~tary, peter Telfer, 58 Cas~'egate. Jedburgh. 

No. 97-KliLMARNOCKBellfield Burns-.Club. Instituted r895. Federated 
. 'i8g8. Ptace,and time of meeting, BelU'ield Ta.vem, 1st Friday of 

month at 8 o'dock. Hon. Presid~t, . Daniel Picken; Hon. Vice· 
!president, Jobp Borla~d ; Presidefl,t, J,:lJlles Neilson, 34. Robertsoti 
l'lace"KilmarnocJ{ ; Vice.president"James.Eccles, 14 Kirktonholm 
Street, KilP.19fnQck; Secretary, William Lennox, II Nursery 
.t\v\!nue, Kllmarnock; Treasurer, Boyd Murray; Chaplain, Wm. 

, Coop,er. Co.mmitt~e-A., Cook, A. ~raig, W. Brown. T. Neilson, 
and T. Hamilton. Special features of Club-To encourage the 
cultivatiqn of a 'qetter' knOWledge" of the Poet and his works; to 
celebrate the birthday oflhe Po~t, 'by a'so«ial festival; tectlires at: 
the. \nonthly .~eetin'gs fro,m, october to ,M~y' ineh;rsive; ra,mbles 
durmg the SUmmer months; the promotlO'll of 'soCT$r and frIendly 
intercourse amongst its memhl!rs and friends. ' , , 

No., 98-L:\NARK ~urns Club. Jns~ituted !&~I. Federated Ilth January, 
1898'. Place ana date of meeting, Market note, quarterly. 
Preioident, tounCiH'Or Thomas Lithgow, 'Furrow/4rt, Lanark;. 
Vice-president, James M. Cassels, Ravenscroft; Secf"etary, Geo. 
C. ~{Dptt, Adtm'tiur Office,.4\nll;J:k ; Treasurer, Robert Martia, 
Wellga.te. SpeciaL features of Club-Public lectures' during winter 
months. by well known BUrJls students; anhual 'competitions
amongst children attending the schools; permanent. juvenile choir 
ef 40 voices, for the study of RUIJIs songs. 

No. 99:-;-GI;.ASGOW Barlinnie BUrfl,S Club (dormant). Fed~rated 1898. 

No. lpo-HAMIL TON Mossgiel Burns Ch.lb. Instimted, 189;Z. Federated 
4th April, 1898. Place and date of meeting, Royal Hotel, first 
rh~~sdll-Y in lUonth,8.15 p.m. President, Archibald Clark, jun.~ 
Q~arry, Street, ' l'lamilton; Vi<'e-president, Jbhn D. Lightbody, 
Ardenlee, Portland Park, ,Hamilton; Secretary, William Hind
sh~w, 14 Regent Street, Hamilton; Treasurer\.William Hamilton. 
B~Wnf.oot~ lta,ilii1~oh. Com lnitt~ii-J ~~n Campbell, ,Wrq. Maxwell, 

, Wm •. Stevenson,George Thorpe, 1'QIn Brown. Wm. Stewart, and 
Jolil). Law. ~p'~ciai'(eatu~es of the pub-.-:.Itssay!f~d; discussions 
,11t\ ~~i911'~ ",p,\c.$.; sJ?~~,il\l cQur~ 'otlectures;'dudl1g' \Vlpter months ~ 
ahmversary celel>rauon ; and, annual excursIOn. 

~. ~OI-~ontER,WELr:. Workm,en's' ~~!l~, qub. Fed~ted 18g8. 
Setretary, JOhn J;i:Jng" 'I'Z&, M~k~(~~t, Mothenyell. " 
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Nb. r02'.....eA:R.LISU' :HoMer Burns €lub (donnl\l1t). Federated' 1-81!J8. 
Last Secretary, An~ R'l1fell, J6'LondOn' Road, Carlisle. 

Eo. JlI).3~COA.r.'BtJ'R'N' Burns ehtb. Fed~ted r8~. Secretary, Jolln 
W'oodbuTn, C-oalburn Inn, C,*llhlr:h. 

No. 104-DOMFRIES Oak Burps Cl~p. ~ed~r\l.t~d .I89~. $ecretar)'r 
TItomas-lfeiliins;, jr., 2'6 '8wRrt's Vennel, Dumfries. 

l1g. rqu,-RtrTJIERG.LEN Cron~e:BllfIIsClub. ;IIUlt\t,llted,tS9§; Federated 
rBgli. Place and date pf ,meeting. ,Burllhill Re~t., l\lSt Friday of 

'every month. Rreside.nt, ,Wm. Stewqrt, ,24' W'~tmuir Place" 
Ruthe:q:llln ,;: Vice,pr,ellidept. Wafter ShIUP, 2 ¥illcroft Row, 
Rutherglen Road, S.s" ,Gl~pw,; Sem,(arv-, Davi\l M'Quaker, 
816 Rutherglen Road, .5.5., Glasgow. 

N'o. -106-BROXBURN Rosebery Burns Club. Feqerated 1898. Secretary, 
Joseph Millar, Ashfield Buildings, Up\tall: 

No. ro7-GLA'SGOW liIutchesontown Burns Club (dormant). Federated 
dl98. 

:N.o. loS-EAS.T ,C.A!J.DER "9.ndDistrict, 1'']uUy Beggars" Burns Club. 
Instituted ardlfellruary, I~. Federated 1'7th January, 1899-
Flaceand,time of meeting, Grapes Inn,'~tCalder>,at 8 o'clock. 
Rresident, ,William YQung\ pewllllgent, East Calder; Vice-presi
dent, James Miller, Church Buildings, ,East Calder; Secretary, 
George ,Y Otmgl ,Il.i.mefield ,Cott:age, East Calder; 'Treasurer, John 
IReid: Committee-A:. ,H. ,Stark, Tames RobertsGn, Alexander 
Tayloll, L. Dickson, A. ,Buter, A>. Newbiggin~ Special features 
1)f the Club-To>.stwiy BllmS<8li1d his,Works. 

·No. log-GLASGOW Caledonia Burps <'::Iub. Instituted September, 1898. 
Federated 24th Marth, t.899. Pre$ident, Ja!pes Mearchent, 136 
Govan Street, S.S" Glasgow; Vice-president, Thomas Stark, 9' 
Ci1&11e' Terrac\!, Cathcart ; Secretary,', Wi1liam. GalIo\£ay, 77 Preston 
Street. GovaI'lli111 ; Treasllrer,' WilUam Burns. S,l?~cial features of 
the Club·-To foster an intimate acquaintance with the works of 

'Bltrns. 

No. uo-CAMBUSLANG' Burns Club. fnstituted 1'850. Federated 1898. 
'Scrretary, 'lames Robertso,n, Monl«:astle, UlIive,. Cambuslang_ 

Hb~ I11...:..S'OtJTil :.EDINB URGH Burns Club. lns'itV:ted t879. Federated 
1899. Si!creta1"Y, John S. T .. Walker, I Summer.bank, Edinburgh. 

No II2~DU.MFRIES· BI\t,ns H'owff· CIBh. I.nstit.u.Led, 18,8,g. Federa,ted 
IQth A!lgllst, 1899. Place and, Qa!:e of mee,ling, Globe Hotel, 
monthry. Presiden.t, .T. Roqe.rtson,. plasterer, pockhead, Dum
fries;. 'vice.-president"J. HOlIstvn. painter" High $~reet, Dumfries;. 
SeCr8farJl" Joo. Connor, 61 St. Michllel, S~r,eet, Pumfries. Com
mittee-J. Bell, J. W .. lIowa~, J _ Grj~r..sqn, T., Gr!\ig, ;J. Dickson, 

,T. liIatey.'J. M"AIlister, E. Camp!>eU, J .. M;alS,we\I,.A. Cochrane, 
,R. Keq"and,J. Richaxd.son. 

N:0. F13-'IIlI.AfuE '61i' I"FJV:~N, GlenCi:ltfton. I06tituted t897. Federated 
1899. Place atld, 'date of !IleEi'iog, Albert Hotel,' Alexandria. last 

. Saturday of each "month:at 'l"y:J. ,Ho!!'_ . fresidel1t, Wil1ia~ 
White, 44 Briqge Stre/i:t, MelPlndria.; P.r~ideQt. Ale~. Campbell, 
liliJlba:nk. Bonbill;' V~-pr.esideQt, Jlulles - }'I'Xn~es, ,Napierstown 
Terrace, Jamestown; SecretarJ!, Daniel ~1'MiI.lan, 38 Wilson 

, s.treet. Alexandria, N.B; r Treasurer,' WiIliam' Smith, Croftholm. 
'Bohhill. 'Special features of, the ClUb-Celebration of 25th 

, Janaary,. SUIIlntef", pUting, and OCCalstonal1y short papers read by 
members. 
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,No. II4-BRODICK Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 1900 . 
.){!cretary, John S. Currie, Brodick. 

No. II5-KIPPEN and District Burns Club., Institute<;l 21st July, 1896. 
Federated 20th Jlj-nuary, 1900. Place of meeting, Gillespie 
Memorial Hall. Secretary, Samuel Thomson, Pointend, Kippen. 

No. II6-GREENLOANING Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated 
1900. Place and time of meeting, Greenloaning Inn, 25th 
January, at 7.30 p.m. President, Thomas Stewart, The Braes, 
Greenloaning, Braco; Vice-president, Francis Sands, Glenbank, 
Greenloaning, Braco; Secretary, .Tames Bayne, Kinbuck, Dun
blane. Committee-J. M'Laren, W. Blair, J. Shearer, G. Robert
son, J. M'Naughton, and W. Taylor 

No. II7-GLASGOW Southern Burns Club (dormant). Instituted 1899. 
Federated 1900. 

No. 1I8-GLASGOW Albany Burns Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 
1900. Place and time of meeting, vVhite & Smith's Trades' 
House Restaurant, 89 Glassford Street, Glasgow, 1st Wednesday 
each month, from October tiJI March, at 7.30 till 10 p.m. Presi
dent, Ninian MacWhannell, 58 West Regent Street, Glasgow; 
Vice, presidents, Archibald Norval, 23 Barrington Drive, off Great 
Western Road, Glasgow; and John A. Headrick, 4 Keir Terrace, 
Pollokshields, Glasgow; Secretary, Robert Carmichael, 89 Elders
lie Street, Sandyford, Glasgow; Treasurer, Alexander Gray, 67 
Great Hamilton Street, Glasgow. Directors-John Grant, R. D. 
Donaldson, Jame~ Raeside, George GilIies, John Drennan, and R. 
K. Philson; Past Presidents, Robert Goodall, James Taylor, 
J. Wilson Bain, Thomas Kennedy, and John Brown. Special 
features of the Club-Lectures and harmony, and to cultivate a 
knowledge of the Works of Burns among school children, in con
nection with which a competition is held yearly, and medals and 
volumes given to the successful competitors. Membership limited 
to 150. 

No. 1I9-BONHILL Burns Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 1900. 
Sec~etary, George Moir, 75 DilIichip Loan, Bonhill. 

No. 12o-BRISTOL Caledonian Society. Instituted 1820. Federated 1900. 
Annual meeting in October. President, Henry L. Riseley, 3 Cecil 
Road, Clifton, Bristol; Secretary, John Bennet, 25 Bridge Street, 
Bristol. 

No. 12I-H.-\MILTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted September, 1886. 
Federated April, 1901. Place and date of meeting, Robert Bell's, 
Union Street, Hamilton. President, John M'Millan, 42 Chapel 
Street, Hamilton; Vice-president, James Brown, 61 Quarry 
Street, Ilamilton; Secretary, WilIiam Wilson, 27 Duke Street, 
Hamilton; 'Treasurer, John Stewart; Minute Secretary, A. 
Thomson; Steward, J. Gourlay. Committee-J. M'Ewan, J. 
Welsh, and A. Dickson. Special features of the Club-Reading 
of essays on various subjects, concerts, competitions, summer 
rambles. and social evenings, 30 members. 

No. 122-DARNCONNER Aird's Moss Burns Club. Instituted 1901. 
Federated 1901. Place and date of meeting, Sorn, 25th January. 
Secretary, Andrew Stevenson, Glenlogan, Sorn, Mauchline. 

No. 123-BOSWE:4L Burns Club. Instituted 25th January; 1900. Fede
rated, 10th December, 1901. Place' and date of meeting, Boswell 
A~m~, last Saturday of every month, at 7 p.m. President, 
Matthew WalJace, Coal Road, Auchinleck; Vice-president, P. C. 
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Geotge M'Comb, Tow,nhead, AlldhiIlle.c'k; Secretary, William 
Hall, High ~O'Use, Auchinleck ~ Treasurer, Robert M'Millan, 
Townfoot, Allchinleck. SpeCial features of Club-Halloween, 
31'st October; and Birth of Poet,' 25th January. 

No. 124-ED1N13URGH Ninety Eurns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 
1902. President, ThQlUas,Agnew, 26 Eyre Crescent, Edinburgh; 
Vice~presldent, Matthew,Murray, 19 Crightoll Place, Edinburgh; 
Secretary, R. D. Grant ,M'Laren, 12 l\1ayfield Road, Edinburgh; 
Treasurer, John Munrq,.85 Sha,ndwiSk Place., Edinburgh. Com
mittee-R. Burns Brown, J. Hewat, John -C;urrie, A. F. B. 
Lawrence, George Wm. Taylor. 

No. 125-BLACKBURN-ON-ALMOND Rabbie Burns Club. Instituted 
1900. Federated 1902. Place and date of meeting, Almond Inn, 
first Thursday of month from October to ApriL President, Alex. 
Gardiner, Knowehead, Blackburn, Bathgate; Vice-president, 
David Anderson, East End, Blackbu:rn, Bathgate; Secretary, 
Samuel Bostock, Margaret's Cottages, Blackburn, Bathgate. 
Committee-James Robb, Alex. Pate, Robert Carlyle, George 
Douglas, Peter Briton. Special features of the Club--Annual 
dinner on January 25th, social last Friday in March, with si11ging 
and reciting competitions on Burns's works for school children. 

No. I26--F ALKIRK Burns Club. Instituted 1866. Federated 1902. Place 
of meeting, Mathieson's Rooms. President, Dr Mitchell, Dunoran, 
Camelon; Vice-presidents, Sheriff Moffatt and Provost Christie, 
J. P., Falkirk; Secretary, H. B. Watson, Broompark, Falkirk; 
Treasurer, ex-Bailie Whyte, J.P. Committee-R. H. Lochhead, 
J.P., Fred. Johnston, ].P., D. P. Black, Major F. D. Ferguson, 
and T. C. Wade, L.L.B. Special features of the Club-Annual 
dinner, January 25th; half-yearly literary meetings, open to lady 
friends; and annual outing to some literary shrine in summer. 

No. 127-COWDENBEATII Haggis Burns Club. Instituted January, 1903. 
Federated November 7th, 1903. Date of meeting, Monday, 7.30. 
President, WilIiam Miller, Glen View Cottages; Vice-presidents, 
Robert Paterson, North Road, and J. Bain, Hall Street, Cowden
beath; Secretary, James Petrie, 87 High Street, Cowdenbeath. 
Committee-D. Jamieson, A. Campbell, W. Simpson, T. Lark, 
and H. Philip. 

No. 128-GLENCAIRN Burns Club. Instituted 1898. Federated 14th 
May, 1903. Place and date of meeting, Raith Arms Inn, Thurs
day night at 8 p.m. President, Duncan Beaton, Bridge Street, 
Cowdenbeath; Vice·president, Richard Innes, Aurther Place, 
Cowdenbeath; Secretary, WilIiam Breingan, Raith Arms Inn, 
Cowdenbeath; Treasurer, Thomas Ferguson, Stenhouse Street. 
Committee-Uavid Todd, David Walls, Daniel Hutchison, John 
Falconer, and Peter Falconer. Special feature of Club-To keep 
alive the memory of Scotland's greatest Bard, Robert Burns. 

No. 129-GORBALS Burns Club. Instituted 1902. Federated 1903. 
President, Bailie Archibald Campbell; Vice-president, James
MiIligan ; Secretary and Treasurer, Andrew Aitken, solicitor, 212 
Bath Street, Glasgow. Special features of Club-To foster and 
encourage the study of the works of our national Bard and to pro
mote social and intellectual intercourse among the members. 

No. J3o-ROW Burns Club. Instituted 6th February, 1902. Federated 
1903. Place and date of meeting, Colquhoun Arms, January, 
June, October, at 8 p.m. President, Major John M'Fariane, 1 
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West Clyde S~reet. He.l.ensburgh.; V.ice·presi.deuts" N. M. M'Leod, 
Fi1.m~ri,'SlIanils;m.; "tap.t\Li'n G. S. P.evqe\1, .R..lS"., Chde Train
illg l?l:iip Empr.fss, ,Row; ,SecrelrlrJ' • • ~obett S,loa.n, ,Greenside 
Cottage, RQw; 'Treasurer, C;;lIorge Walker, ~~y Lodge, Row. 
Special features of the Club-Social Ultercourse among its 
melll~rs. 

No. 131. N.OT'i'tNGItA:M: Scottish ~Iation. 'Ins,tituted October, 1902. 
'Federat';!d NO\'eItlb'ei, 1903. -l;>lace . .,nd Clate of meeting, 
'Mecbail.ics' tustitutton, ~om 75, Tortnightly .. on Tuesdays from 
Oct6b-et to 'March indusive. President, Dr W. 'Hun~er, Bridge
way 'House, Arkwrighl: Street ~ Viee-prllllidentll, J. Crawford, The 
Old Rectory, Bulwell, and G. A. Mitcbell, 275 Woodborourgh 
Road; Treasurer, 'G. E. &in, the .()api~ and' Counties' ltamk, 
·Ltd., MM'ket Pla:ee~ .YecrelQrZM, 'f. ,G. -5impsoD, "54 Dryden 
Street, al'lli M. .J. Kay, 42 Gauntley Street; Auditors, 
R. Burns, G.,A., ... Dd 'A. iM'G@ugan. 'Courn::lil-J. -{)hapman, 
A. ·.(jraW'tord, J. Outtie, Fr .. l>ool!ialrty. 'IK Thomson,Henderson, 
W. R. Hamilton, ,D. MaCi1Ellit. ,D. Macgregor,:Dt- J. Millar, J. 
l\f~Meeking, J. S. 'M'W'Uiam, Eo Mersc/n, N. C. Stewart, and 
Dr J. Wat;son. .gpecla~ features of the -(JJl'lllb --'Social intercourse 
amcmg members. 

No. 132-'RI-CCARTON 'Kirkstyle Burns 'Club. Instituted January, 1904-
·Federated r6th Nov. ~904. Bresidcnt, Thos.lm:nvn, 73 Huclford 
Road; Vice-president, Wm. Lumsden, ,.lames lLitllle Street, Kil
m~rnock; S84utary, lArch. Yoong.$,CampbeII.Street, Riccarton, 
Kilmamock. 

No. 133-NEWAiRTH'ILL 'Burns 'Olub. Instituted 26th ·Sqpt., 1903. 
Federated 28th March, '1904. Place and date of meeting, Miss 
Janet Wyper's, last Saturday o'f 'every ·month. President, John 
Hensha:w, Notth Roan, Newarthill, .Motherwell; Vice-president, 
IRobert Henderson, M:uir's'LanB, Newarthill, "Motherwell; Secre
ta,y, George Cook, Young's Place, NewarthiU, Motherwe~_;, 
Treasurer, George Cook. Committee-;-J. Lafferlly, J. Millar, 
J. Snedd~n, T. Crombie. Special feMures of the Club-To pro· 
mote social intercourse alIlOllg its members by mt'ans of songs, 
recitations, essaYS, .&c., annual concert, and cOlI}pelition with 
schodl children in sillging and reciting :the ·works of the Poet. 

No. 134-" THE HERON" Burns Club, Duntocher. Instituted 18th 
November, 1897. Federated 7th April, ~904. 'sel!r6tary, _R. R.
Chalmers, Main Street, Duntocher. 

Ne. 115--'PARTICK Western Burns ·Club. Instituted 1903. Fedemted 
11}O4. Place of meeting, 'Windsor Restaurant, Pattick. President, 
-D. Menzies, 1 Cluny Villas, Jordanhill; :Vice-president, lIugh 
M ',Coli , 254 'Bath :Street, Glasgow; Secretary, John E. Shaw, 3 

- Ardery Street, Partick. Committee-M. Bertram, J. A. Biggs, 
·G. Eampbell, ·W.· Craig, A. Duthie, A. Ferguson, ·D. Fergnson, 
I. Hislop, F .. Jones, J. L. M'Cay,iB. C. 'M'Donald, D. Macneish, 
A. Monat, J. Newall, G. Sievewright, D. Simpson, J. D._Smitl;l, 
A. A. Stewart, John Stewart, E. Tough, James Webster. 

Ne. l'36-HAMILTON Royal Oak Burns Club. Instituted 18I}8. Fede-
rated 6th June, 1904. Secretary, Robt .. Brownlie, 7 Downie 
Street, Lowwaters, Hamilton. 

No. 137-"-IPSWICH ·Bums Qub. Instituted 12th February, r902. Fede 
rated 1st November, '1904. Place and date of meeting, Fox Hotel, 
Ipswich, first Tuesday .in every month, at.8 p.m. President, 
,William Morrison, Courtland Villa, NactonRoad, Ipswich: Vice-
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president. J~mes ,CampbeU, BroomhiU ·Road, Ipswich; Secretary, 
S. DoI:i16in. Fox 'U~tel, ,BrooK Street, Ipswich; Fipers, W. D. 
M~Laren and W. Gaflack. Specl~l ,features of ,Club-Monthly 
lIll!eti&gs and open coricerts; ,St. APidr~w's Night and Bums 

, 'Night. 
No. 13g"":'CLELAND BUrns Club. thstitdtetl I!}th Octobet; 19C!4. Fede-

rated 22nd November, 1904. Secretary, R6bert M'MilIan, 
n()rn~hi;ll, ChHand. 

No. 139"':"'N_~T,ION~L Burns ~lub (LiP,lited), tnst~tutea 1904- Federated 
i9o'4' Place ,of w~,~ti~, CluD Roo!JI~~ 93 :po~las . Street: Pres~. 
dent. James Bal1antyne, 21 Rose Street, (iamethIll; Vlce-presl
aen~. John Car~ichael, 27 Blythswood Drive; Secretmy and 
Treasurer, J oseph 'Martin, s'olicito~, 163 'West George Street. 

No. t'40':"POttOKSHAWS Bunls.Club. Institbted 1865. Federated 1905. 
1'Iac~ and date Of!DeetiI!~ : Bu,rgh Halls, PoUok~haws, at 7.~o. 
PresIdent. County CO\l\1cill~r J\llcirew M~CaUum, 35 Hamet 
~t~eet, Pbllolqhaws; '\ry'ce-presiden,t. Geo. C. Mearns, Auldfield 
Place. PoUJkshaws; 'Secretary, James Milne, Burgh Halls, 
Pollokshaws. 

No. 141-S;rONEHOUSE Burns Club. Instituted 1904. Federated 1905. 
·Pla.ce-and tiqle ('f meeting. Bn,ck's Head Inn. ,Saturdays at 7.30, 
President, ,James Burke, New Street. Stonehouse; Vice
ppc;:sident. R. Frew., 7 Lockbart Street, Stonehouse; Secretary, 
James Graham, 58 New Street, S.tonehouse; T~easurer, James 
Whitelaw, Alexandria Terrace. Green Street, Stonehouse. 

No. 14!l-BONNYBRIDGE Burns Club. Instituted loth January, 1905. 
F-ederated'22nd February, 1905. Flaee of meeting, Co-operative 
'Hall, Bonnybridge. Secretary, John Towers, Allanhill Cottage, 
,Bonnybridt;te. 

No.143-i1I,RDRIE Gateside Burns 'Club. 1ns!ituted 6th 'November, 1904. 
Federated 1st May, 1905. Secretary, Alex. W. Ritchie, Laurel 
Bank, Queen Victoria Street. Airdrie. 

No. L44-LARBERT and STENlIOUSEMUlR Temperance Burns Club. 
Instituted 19°4 .. , Federated 190,5. Secretary, John Richardson, 
Annslea, South Broomage, Larbert. 

No. 145-GLASGOW Central Burns Club and Literary 'Institute, Limited. 
Instituted 1905. Federated August. 1905. Place of meeting, 42 
Argyle Street. President, Harry Baillie; Treasurer. John Kinney ; 
Secretaf'Y, W. D. M'Laren, 42 Argyle Street. Glasgow. 

No, 1'46--=D'OBLIN Burns Club. Instituted 1905. Federated 1905. Place 
and date of l\leeting, Grand Hotel and Restaurant, daily (except Sun
days). President, Thomas A. Stodart, 1'6 N()rthijmberlanli Road, 
Dublin; Secretary. John Farquhar. 21 Windsor .j\ ... enue. Fairview, 
Dublin; Treasurer. Alex. Lyon, III Botanic Road, Glasenvin, 
Dublin. Special features of the Club-The ~rpetuity of the 
memory of Robert 'Burns by the celebration of his birthday and 
otherwise, and for the intellectual improvement as well as the 
social intercourse and enjoyment of its members. 

No. 147-STONEHOUSE Haggis 'Burns Club. 'Federated 28th October, 
1905. Secretary, R. Whitelaw, 22 Camnethan Street, Stonehouse. 

No. !48-GREENOCK Cronies Burns Club. Instituted January, 1899. 
Federated 9th November, 1905. Place and date of meeting, 
Queen's Rooms, Hamilton Street, first Wednesday' in month, 



September to Aprj.l. Pre;ident. William Brand, 36 West 
Stewart Street, Greenock; Vice-president. Alex. Agnew, 34 
Inverkip Street, Greenock; Secretary, Hugh Cammack, 7 Carwood 
Street, Greenock; Treasurer. Wm. Burnside, 25 Bruce Street, 
Greenock. Special features of the Club-To cherish the name of 
Robert Burns and foster a love for his wr,itiogs, and generally to 
promote good·fellowship. 

No. 149-ELGIN Burns Club. Instituted 19q<:l. Federated 1905. Place 
of meeting, Gordon Arms Hotel. lIon. Pr~sident, Sheriff Dun
lop; President, John Wittet, architect, Elgin; Vice· presidents, 
J. W. Brodie Innes and W. W. M'Kechnie; Secretary, John 
Foster, Sheriff-Clerk, Elgin; Treasurer, J. B: Mair, Chief
Constable, Elgin; lIon. Piper, J. Grant·Smith, Elgin. 

No. 150-KILMARNOCK Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted January. 
1905. Federated December, 1905. Place and date of meeting, 
.. Wee Thack," Grange Street, first Monday of each month. 
Hon. Presidents, Archibald Laird and Alexander Kerr. Presi
dent, Parish Councillor Sinclair, 65 M'Lelland Drive; Vice
president, James Qutay, 10 Gibson Street; Secretary, Robert J. 
Green, 58 Park Street. Special features of the Club-Rambles 
through the Land of Burns, annual picnic with ladies, and annual 
at-home with wives and sweethearts. Also, lectures during winter 
months, to encourage the cultivation of a better knowledge of the 
Poet and his Works, and the promotion of intercourse amongst 
the members and kindred clubs. 

No. 151-OLD KILPATRICK Burns Club. Instituted January, 1903. 
Federated January 20th, 1906. Place and date of meeting, 
Barclay U.F. Church Hall. Hon. Presidents-William A. Baird, 
Esq., Erskine House, Bishopton; County Councillor Filshie, 
Mount Pleasant, Old Kilpatrick; Rev. Robert Munro, Free 
Church Manse, Old Kilpatrick; Thomas G. Forbes, Esq., Gavin
bum Schoolhouse. President, Thomas Struthers, Station House. 
Old Kilpatrick; Vice-president, D. Drummond Cairns, 57 
Mitchell Street, Glasgow; Sec~etary, Robert Smith, Gateside, 
Old Kilpatrick; Treasurer, John Brock. Committee-Thomas 
Kempton, Alex. Mann, Wm. M'Lure, James Retson, James 
Jenkins, Wm. Gallacher, John Struthers, and James Howard. 
Special features of the Club-Course of lectures, children's com
petition, and thorough study of Burns's life and other Poets. 

No. 152-HAMILTON Bums Club. Instituted 1877. Federated 1906. 
Place and date of meeting, Commercial Hotel, Hamilton, monthly 
during winter. President, Sheriff Thomson, Oakenshaw, Hamil
ton; Vice-president, G. K. Muir, Bank of Scotland House, 
Hamilton; Secretary, Peter Anderson, Rowanlea, Hamilton; 
Trellsurer, Major W. M. Kay, Craigton Lodge, IIamilton; Aud;.
tor, Thomas Mitchell. Directors-Messrs A. Patrick Smith, 
James Lochhead, Waiter \Vatson, James M'Laren, Matthew 
Campbell, and J. D. Rankin. Special features of the Club
Lectures at the monthly meetings; prizes are offered for competi
tion in the Burgh Schools for proficiency in Scottish literature. 

No. 153-GLASGOW Scottish Bums Club. Instituted 25th January, 1904. 
Federated 27th February, 1906. Place and date of meeting, 60 
Union Street, Glasgow, first Thursday of each month, at 7.30 p.m. 
President, Thomas R. Park, IS Oswald Street, Glasgow; Vice
presidents. John Wilson, 83 Jamaica Street, Glasgow, and John 
S. Gilchrist, 20 Marlborough Gardens, Old Cathcart; S"retary, 
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Jas. Macfarlane, II Hampden Terrace. Mount Florida, Glasgow. 
Special features of Club-Literary, musical, and social, with a 
special view to the better kt:lOwledge of Scottish literature. 

No. 154-JOHANNESBURG Burns. Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 
1906. Secretary, Mr Richard Rl)sk, solicitor, Natal Bank Build
ings, Market Squ~re, Johannesburg. 

No. 155-EAST STIRLIijG'3HIRE Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 
1905. Federated 1st September, 1906. Place of meeting, Cross 
Roads Inn, Bainsford, quarterly. President, John Duncan 
Silcock, 13 Gordon Terrace, Carron Road, Falkirk; Vice
president, Wm. Galbraith, M'Callum Terrace, Carron Road, 
Falkirk; Seaetary, Alex. Glen, 12 Gordon Terrace, Carron 
Road, Falkirk; Treasurer, Wm. Morrison. Committee-John 
Dow, George Eadie, James M'Williams, James Adams, Alex. 
Cruickshanks. Special features of the Club-To foster and main
tain an intimate and thorough knowledge of the life and Works of 
Burns; to celebrate the Anniversary of his birth in supper, song, 
and sentiment; and to pr"pagate and encourage a kind, social, 
and brotherly feeling one towards another. 

No. 156-NEWCASTLE and TYNESIDE Burns Club. Instituted 1864. 
Federated 4th October, 1906. Place of meeting, Central Exchange 
Hotel. President, Dr T. D. Farquharson, 242 Westgate Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; Vice-president, James Arnott, 9 Eslington 
Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne; .':.ecrelary, W. H. Blackstock, 22 
Nebon Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Treasurer, William Maxwell, 
80 Osborne Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Special features of the 
Club-Keeping in touch with Burns, and fostering the spirit, 
" Shall brithers be for a' that." 

No. 157-BAILLlESTON CALEDONIAN Burns Club. Instituted 1901. 
Federated 5th October, 1906. Place and date of meeting, Reid's 
Hall, first Monday of each month, at 7.30 p.m. President, James 
Adams, 68A</IMain Street, Baillieston; Vice-president, James 
Russell, 54 Clydesdale Place, Baillieston; Secretary-Charles 
Pater~on, 37 Muirside Road, Baillieston; Treasurer, Peter Green
shields. Comrnittee-G. Tait, T. Waugh, J. Young, D. Pender, 
T. Reid, and T. Glen. Special features of the Club-To 
encourage the cultivation of a better knowledge of Robert Burns 
and his Works, and tu celebrate the anniversary of his birth in 
supper, song. and sentiment. 

No. 158-DARLINGTON Burns Association. Instituted 8th M~rch, 1906. 
Federated 18th October, 1906. Place and date of meeting, Tem
perance Institute (average fortnightly during winter-no fixed 
night). President, Philip Wood, M.A., Grammar School, Darling
ton; Vice-presidents, William Forster, J. P., John Henderson, and 
John M. Gait; Secretary, R. M. Liddell, 37 Langholm Crescent, 
Darlington; Assistant Secretary, R. G. Brebner; Treasurer, 
George Lawson. Committee-Dr Munro, Gavin Struthers, Wm. 
Stevenson, John C. Veitch, John M'Gregor, James Shirlaw, Wm. 
Bulloch, Wm. Dobson, and Wm. Coates. Special features of the 
Club-Series of lectures, to which friends (including ladies) are 
invited); annual Scottish concert; annual social gathering; 
anniversary dinner. 

No. 159-WALKER (Newcastle· on-Tyne) Burns Club. Federated IIth 
November, 1906. Place and date of meeting, Stack lIotel, Thurs
days fortnightly. President, John M'Kay, Welbeck Road, 

12 
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Walker, Newcastle; Vice-president, John Keith, Welbeck Road, 
Walker, Newcastle; Secretary, Henry F_ Caldwell, 571 Welbeck 
Road, Walker, Newcastle; Treasurer, Robert M'Rory, Eastbourne 
Avenue. Walker. Newcastle. Special features of Club-To 
cultivate better friendship amongst Scotchmen, and especially 
to spread a knowledge of our national Poet, his songs, and works 
amongst his admirers, &c. 

No. 160-WHITBURN Burns Club. Instituted 23rd February, 1<)06. 
Federated November, 1906_ Time of meeting, Friday, 27th 
November, and every fortnight following, at 7-30 p.m. President, 
George Gibson, Torbanehill, Gatehouse. by Bathgate; Vice
president, Frank M'Gregor, Almond View, Whitburn, N. B. ; 
Secrdary, AlIan Johnston, Lea Street, Whitburn, N.B.; 
Treasurer, John Johnston; Bard, Wm. M'Kenzie. Committee
John Greig, Robert Gillon, Hugh Cumberford, James Wallace. 
WilIiam Gray. and James Brown. Special features of the Club- . 
To promote among the members the knowledge of Scottish litera
ture, history, and music, and especially the life and works of Burns. 

No. 161-CHARLESTON P.urns Club, Paisley. Instituted 1905. Fede
rated 1<)06. Place and time of meeting, 39 Stock Street, at 8.30 
p.m. Secretary, Robt. Fleming, 68 Neilston Road, Paisley. 

No. 162-PLYMOUTH and District Caledonian Society. Instituted 8th 
February, 1898. Federated 8th March, 1907. Place and date of 
meeting. Corn Exchange, as arranged. President, James Thain, 
"Bon Accord," II Craven Avenue; Vice·president, Wm. John
ston, 10 Seaton Avenue. MutJay; Secretary, P. Robertson, 6 
Norman Avenue, Devonport. Committee-I'. W. AlIan, Wm. 
Scott, R.N., J. Stewart Hamilton, J. R. Brooks, J. Masson, and 
A. Wray. 

No 163-GATESHEAD and District Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Feder
ated 1907. Place and date of meeting, Royal Hotel, first Thursday 
of month. President, A. Bennett, 40 Rothbury Terrace, IIeaton, 
Newcastle; Vice-president, James Roxburgh, 219 Wilberforce 
Terrace, Gateshead; Secretarr, D. Bain, 13 Denmark Street, 
Gateshead. Committee-To Thompson, T. Hetherington, D. 
Morrison, and G. Porter. Special features of the Club-To 
associate Scotsmen and admirers of Burns, &c. 

No. 164-KINNING PARK Burns Club Instituted 1881. Federated 14th 
April, 1907. Place and time of meeting, Masonic Hall, Rutland 
Crescent. 8 p. m. President, William Dickie. 8 Walmer Terrace, 
Paisley Road, West; Vice-president, Duncan M'Callum, I Stanley 
Street, Kinning Park; Secretary, Thomas Deans. IQ Lambhill 
Street, I'lantation. Committee - Thomas Taylor, Ex-Bailie 
Neilson, Edward Morris, James Mason, John M'Lachlan, John 
Sturdy, James Ballantyne, and George Kydd. Special features of 
the Club-Competition amongst school children for singing and 
reciting works of Scottish poets; lectures during the year on 
Scottish literature; holding of Burns's natal day; and social 
iptercourse amongst members. 

No. 165-WALLSEND Burns Club. Federated 18th April, 1907. l'lace 
and date of meeting, Station Hotel, third Wednesday in each 
month. President, J. M'l)onald, IO Laburnum Avenue; Vice
president, Jno. Clearey, 29 Hunter Street; Secretary, Robert John
son, Curzon Road; Treasurer, C. Scott, 98 Laburnum Avenue. 
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Special features of the Club-To associate Scotchmen 'md ad
mirers of Burns; to cultivate literary pursuits; to preserve an 
interest in Scottish manners, customs, and affairs_ 

No_ 166-CLEVELAND Scottish Association_ Instituted January, 1907-
Federated June, 1907_ Place and date of meeting, Wellington 
Hotel, Albert Road, monthly_ President, Dr Dickie, Ryedale 
Terrace, Middlesbro; Vice-presidents, Dr Steel, Dr Howat, J_ 
M'Lellan, Dr Brownlie; .Secretary, A_ M'Callum, 6 Royal 
Exchange, Middlesbro; Hon. Treasurer, John Wilson, Granville 
Road, Middlesbro. 

No. 167-BIRMINGHAM Burns Club. Instituted 13th January, J906. 
Federated 13th November, 1907- Place and time of meeting, 
Imperial Hotel, at 8 p.m. President, Matthew Paton, 37 Con
greve Street, Birmil,lgham; Vice-president, Andrew Barclay, 22 
Park Road, Moseley, Birmingham; Secret'lry, Wm. Anderson, 
3 Wrottesley Street, Birmingham; Treasurer, Alex. Rlair, 26 
WilIows Road, Cannon Hill. Special features of Cluh-To 
cherish the name of Robert Burns, Scotland's National Poet, and 
to foster a love for his writings, and generally encourage a taste 
for Scotch songs and literature; to promote friendly and social 
intercourse amongst Scotsmen resident in Birmingham and district; 
to celebrate the anniversary of the Poel's birthday by a social 
festival, and to renew our expre.sions of admiration for our great 
National Poet at other times and dates made famous, in Scottish 
history, through his writings. 

No. 168-RICCARTON Burns Club. Instituted 7th February, 1877. 
Federated 14th January, 1908. Place and date of meeting, 
Commercial Inn, Wednesday and Saturday President, Adam 
Mackay, Wall ace Chambers, John Finnie Street, Kilmarnock; 
Vice-president, ex-Bailie M'Graw, Wall ace HilI, Riccarton; 
Secretary, James P. Moir, 45 Campbell Street, Riccarton. Com
mittee-Bailie Burnett, D. K. Porter, R. Wyllie, J. Williamson, 
and George Cunningham (H Pate M'Phun.") Special features of 
the Club-Social intercourse; to spread and become familiar 
with the Poet's works. 

No. 169-GLASGOW AND DISTRICT Burns Clubs' Association. Insti
tuted 1907. Federated 1908. Place of meeting, National Burns 
Club, 93 Douglas Street, Glasgow. President, Rev. James 
Forrest, M.A., 8 Holland Place, Glasgow; Vice·presidents, Jas. 
Ballantyne, 21 Rose Street, Garnethill, and Alex. Pollock, 52 
West Nile Street, Glasgow; Secretary, J. Jeffrey Hunter, writer, 
109 Bath Street, Glasgow. Commi.ee-A. C. Alston, Archibald 
Clark, Donald M 'Farlane, Robert S~ith, James Tudhope, Provost 
Wilson (Pollokshaws), Alex. M'Kenzie, P. M. A. Carrick, J. 
Blair Smith. Special features of the Club-To further the interest 
of the Burns cult by promoting closer union between the clubs in 
the district, and brin~ing the members of these clubs into more 
harmonious relationshIp. 

No. 17o-LARKHALL Thistle Burns Club. Instituted November, 1906. 
Federated 18th April, 1908. Place and date of meeting, Victoria 
Bar, every Saturday, at 7.30. lIon. President, WilIiam Martin, 
Victoria Bar; Hon. Vice·president, Robert M'Dole; President, 
Alex. Grieve, Drygate Street, Larkhall; Secretary, Arch. W. 
Laird, 4 Marshall Street, Larkhall; Treasurer, William Aber-
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crombie, Machar, Larkhall. Special features of the Club-To 
encourage the members to take a greater interest in the Works 
of Burns. 

No. I7I-CHATTANOOGA Burns Society, Tenn., U S.A. Instituted 25th 
January, 1908. Federated 2nd June, 1908. President, James 
Forbes; Vice· president, James Blackwood; Secretary, Robert 
B. Cooke, 1005 James' Buildings, Chattanooga, Tenn., U.S.A. 

No. I72-0REGON Burns Club, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Instituted 
January 25th, 1908. Federated 12th November, 1908. President, 
Capt. James D. Murray; Vice-president, Judge Geo. Cameron, 
District Attorney's Office, Chamber of Commerce, Portland, 
Oregon; Secretary, A. Gavin, 1201 Williams Avenue, Piedmont, 
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A .. 

No. 173-IRVINE Burns Club. Instituted 1826. Federated 18th Nov. 
1908. President, Capt. Ale". Young, Braidmead, Irvine; 
Treasurer, Robert F. Longmuir, Roseville, Irvine; Secretary, 
Robert Boyd, B. L., solicitor, Irvine. 

No, 174-ARDROSSAN CASTLE Burns Club. Federated 14th Decem· 
ber. 1908. Hon. President, Provost Chrystie; Presinent, Bailie 
Crawford; Vice-presidents, Rev. J. K. Cameron and William 
Tannock; Secretary, William Adam, Craigview, High Street, 
Ardro,san; Treasurer, James Tyre. Committee-Messrs Bryce, 
Currie, Muirhead, Barclay, Wilson, Galloway, Gardner, Gibson, 
Councillor Flinn. 

No. 175-MEIKLE EARNOCK Original Burns Club. Instituted IDth 
. March, 1906. Federated 21st December, 1908. President, R. 

H. Sneddon, Hazel Bank, Strathaven Road, Hamilton; Vice
president, Wm. Kerr, 10<} Eddlewood Buildings, Hamilton, 
Secrettlry, Wm. Lawson,8 School Street, Low Waters, Hamilton. 

J. Maxwell & Son, Printers and Lithos., Dumfries. 



ADVERTlSEMENTS~ 

GEORGE HOTEL, 
KILMARNOCK 

(Within TwO Minutes of the Railway Station) • 

.........•..•...•.••.• 

THIS FIRST-CLASS, OLD-ESTABLISHED, AND WELL-KNOWN 

FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL HOTEL IS NOW 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. 

Recommended Hotel by the Motor Union 

of Great Britain and Ireland. 
* ~ 
* 

* * if. 

WELL-FURNISHED, COMFORTABLE, 

AND ENTIRELY RE-DECORATED. 

For over 60 Years the Kilmarnock Burns Club has 

held its Meetings in this Hotel. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Headquarters of the BURNS FEDERATION. 
",..f>-

GEORGE ALEX. BELL, 
Proprietor . 

. ' 
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THE UNI0N 

CUFE DID BESTDUHUIT, 

116 Unio'n Street, 

GLASGOW. 

OENTRA.L

OO::MFORTABLE_ 

"W' ELL-SERVED-

w. "R. 'HUNTER, Proprietor. 



ADVERT,~S£MENTS. 

A New and Enlarged Ultlon of 

The Tinkler-Oypsies. 
By ANDREW M'CORMICK. 150 Unique Illustrations. 
With Introduction by JOHN SAMPSON, Esq., Liverpool. 
Price 5/- nett. 

Smuggling· in the Solway. 
By Dr J. MAXWELL WOQD. With numerous Illustra
tions. Price 3/- nett. 

The Book of St. Michael's Church, 
Dumfries. 

By the late Rev. J. PATON, D.D. Coloured Plates. 
Price 5/- nett. 

tlust Publ/ehed. 

The Common Round. 
By Mrs HATTERSLEY. A book for eV(:l'Y Housewife, 
containing useful information on Cooking, Sick Nursing, 
Laundry, Housekeeping, and Dairying. Price 1/- nett . 

. -... 
J. MAXWELL & SON, 

Printers and Publi~/1er8. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ANDREW THOMSON, 
16 PORTLAND STREET, 

:K:ILM:-A..RN"0 O:K:. 

Proprietor o~ th~ Famous 

"AULD KILLIE .BLEND" 

OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY. 
ON SALE AT ALL THE LEADINC BARS IN TOWN. 

Agent for J. & R. TENNANT, WelIpark Brewery, Glasgow. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

GORDON & BLAIR 
(LIMITED), 

:JSrewers, 'Wline anb Spirit !ll)ercbant~, 

GLASGOW AND EDINBURGH. 

REGISTERED OFFICE-

167 ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW. 

BREWERIES-

CRAIGWELL BREWERY, EDINBURGH. 
(Finest 90/- Ale.) 

HOME BREWERY, PARKHEAD, GLASGOW. 
(Invia-oratine XXX and Oatmeal Stout.) 

4glneils : 
JOHN WALKER & SONS, LIMITED, Kilmarnock. 

(OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY.) 
Highest Awards: Sydney. Melbourne. Adelaide, Paris, Jamaica, Dunedin, Kimberley. 

CARDOW DISTILLERY, 
ANNANDALE DISTILLERY, 
J. & A. MITCHELL, LIMITED, 
MITCHELL & CO., LIMITED, 
OTARD, DUPUY & CO., 

--0--

STRATHSPEY. 
ANNAN. 
CAMPBELTOWN 
BELFAST. 
COGNAC. 

Large Stocks of the Principal Distillers' ma.kes 
of all Ages In Bond. 

BLENDS MADE UP TO SUIT CUSTOMERS' REQUIREMENTS. 

Quotation. on Applicat·on. 

Nat. Tel., No. 1460 ArgyJe; P.O., 4378. Telegraphic Addr •• 8-"CARDOW, GLASGOW." 

...... 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ESTA.BLISHED ~840_ 

Watcb~s ! Watcb~s ! 
~ ~ 

• • • 

J. CAMERON & SON, 
Qualified Opfieians, 

Wafelzmakers, manu/aefurin!l fenJellers, 
Gold and Silver Smiflzs, 

- KILMARNOCK . 
... ". 

Newest Designs In BROOCHES, BRACELETS, RINCS, &0. 
The Largest and F inest .stock in Ayrshire. 

The Latest Patterns in ELECTRO-PLATE, MARBLE CLOCKS, 

DRAWINC ROOM CLOCKS, BAROMETERS, &0. 

~ Intendinl{ Purchasers should see their Stock be/ore buying. 

As J. C. & S. buy for Cash only direct from manufacturers, they are able to place a Superior 
Quality of Goods in their CustQmers' hand. at much lower price. than those usually charged. 

The Largest and most Valuable Testimonials in t he County have been supplied by them in 
competition with the Leading Houses in the Trade. 

REPAIRS done by Competent Workmen in euery d.partment 
at the most Moderate Charge •• 
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ADVER"l'tsti:MENTS. 

ESTABLISHED 1840. 

JOHJ"l ~EWbAJ"lB~ 
I==~=II 

c5i!"",smii£. I 

~~ S;tck~ilt., ~ 
~ 

4. Jewet!et. aM 

CZf!:tc;{mdet. 

CHOICE UP-TO-DATE BRACELETS, PENDANTS, 
NECKLETS, AND BROOCHES. 

ENGAGEMENT RINGS. WEDDING RINGS. 
BEST SHEFFIELD SILVER AND ELECTRO·PLATE GOODS. 

WATCHES. WATCHES. 
CLOCKS. 

BAROMETERS. 

PRESENTATIONS SPECIALLY CATERED FOR. 

'Repairs by JGsperi~ncel;) 'Wlorkmen. 

24 PORTLAN 0 STREET, 

KILMARNOCK. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Burns Memorial & Cottage Homes 
At MAUCHLINE, Ayrshire, Scotland . 

• 
Hon. President. 

JAS. B. TIIORNEYCROFT, Esq. of 
Hillhouse, Netherplace, Mauchline. 

President. 

Rev. WILSON BAIRIJ, Mauchline. 

Vice-president. 

JAS. M'GREGOR, Esq., 163 Hope 
Street, Glasgow. 

Secretary. 

WM. CAMPBELL, Esq., 166 Buchanan 
Stred, Glasgow. 

Treasurer. 

TIlOS. KILLIN, Esq., 168 West 
George Street, Glasgow . 

......... 
The MU8eum at the Memorial contains many Valuable Burns 

Relio8 and Articles which belonged to his relatiues, 
and others immortalised in his Works. 

The collection includes :-LQrd Balmerino's Dirk which belonged to Burns; the Door of the 
"Spence," Mossgiel, referred to in the" Vision " ; the Kitchen Chair on which Bonnie Jean 
nursed her family, made by Mary Morrison's father; Beautiful Portrait of "Maria Riddell," after 
Sir Thos. Lawrence; Part of a Set of Ohina which belonged to Mrs Riddell; Window of Bonnie 
Jean's House, through which she received signals from Burns; Fiddle made from wood from the , 
room in which Burns and Jean Armour were married; Painting of Burns'. Cottage by Mr James 
M. Mackay, Edinbur~h; Oh .. irs from wood from Gavin Hamilton' ... nd Nance Tinnock's houses; 
Table from Nance Tinnock's house, there in Burns's time; Wood from Marys Tllorn and from 
Mossgiel, &c.; Numerous Pictures and Engravings of the Land of Burns; Souter Johnnie's Work-
stool and Tools; Silk Stockin~ which belonged to Bonnie Jean; Toilet Glass u'hich belonged to 
the Mis.es Begg ; Oork Models of Burns'. Oottage, &c. 

FOR SALE. 
Valuable FIDDLE, made by and presented by Mr dohn Cloag, Calston, 

Ayrshire. Made of wood from the house in which Burns was married. Pronounced 
by experts to be a First-class Fiddle. Price, £10. 

Apply to the Hon .. Treasurer, THos. KILLIN, 168JWest George St. , Glasgow. 

The Monument is situated in tbe heart of Ayrshire, from top can be seen nearly 
the whole of " The Land of Burns." 11 miles by road or rail from Ayr, and 8 miles 
from Kilmarnock. 

ADMISSION 2d. 


