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~ The Gift for most Occasions ~ 

Waterman's Combination Wr#ing Set No. 02852. 

From earliest time custom has bid us mark life's milestones 
with a gift. The Wedding, the Birthday, the Anniversary
these and the other special occasions are to be celebrated 
with a thoughtfully chosen gift. No gift is more joyously 
received than a WATERMAN'S PEN, or a WATER
MAN'S COMBINATION WRITING SET. 
Give the right Waterman's and you give perfection
intimacy-a daily renewal of the offering. There are many 
styles to choose from, one of which is bound to be 
particularly welcome. 
Leaders in every walk of life who require the most efficient 
pen use Waterman's. 

Illustration shows Set No. 02852. Plain, with I8ct. Rolled Gold Clip
cap and 9ct. Gold Bands at end of Barrel aud top of cap. Pencil to 
match. In handsome Brocade Presentation Box, 42/-. Other types 
from 20/6 in Black Chased Vulcanite to £8 10/- in 9ct. Gold • 

.. To give away a Waterman's Ideal is to make a 
friend for life." 

Pens and Pencils can also be purchased separately at prices according to size, 
style, and mounting. No trouble to send. Can be posted as easilv as a letter. 

Of Stationers and Jewellers. 

H L G. SW-"d:~;:=: :'.:::. . ..,.. ... W.e2. 
~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~@~~~~~~~~I~~~ 
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J. ~ tR. EDMISTON, 
Auctioneers and Valuators, 

The Mart,' 1 West Nile Street, 
also at 

102 WEST NILE STREET. 
and 

•• •• 

21 DRURY STREET. 

GLASGOW . • • •• 

..... The Fine Art Gallery at No. 7 West 
Nile Street, specially adapted for 
Pictures, Books, &c. 

Sales of all Classes of Machinery a 
Speciality. 

Telegraphic Address- Telephones--9340 Central. 
.. Appraise. Glasgow 0" 9341 " 

THE SONGS OF BURNS 
FOR VOICE AND PIANOFORTE 

A re-issue in handy 4to size of the 1896 Centenary Edition 
containing 

OVER ONE HUNDRED OF THE POET'S FINEST LYRICS 
With historical Introduction, Notes to the Songs, Portrait of 
Burns, and over 50 beautiful illustrations from old and new 

sources. Voice Part in Staff and Tonic Sol-fa 

In Paper Cover, 3s. Ilet; post free, 3s. 6d. 
In Cloth, with Gilt Edges, 68. net. ; post free, 6s. 6d. 

Full List of Oontent8 Post Free 

In the summer of 1896, one hundred years after the poet's death, the publishers 
issued their Centenary edition of The Songs of Burns_ Never before had there ap
peared in a sinlde volume so rich and choice a collection of Burns's songs; the book 
containing over one hundred of his finest lyrics, complete in vocal score, with admir· 
able and sensible accompaniments for piano. That edition, satisfying as it did a 
growing artistic need, found instant a.nd widely-extended acceptance, but has for long 
been out of print. 

In response to repeated inquiries, this new edition has been prepared, in which the 
whole contents, literary and musical, have been subjected to a. sea.rching revision. 
Advanta.ge has been ta.ken of the re.engraving of the plates to re-cast the whole in a 
more convenient form a.nd to elimina.te some inaccuracies which bad crept into the 
original. 

BAYLEY & FERGUSON 
London: 2 Gt. Marlborough St., W. Glasgow: 54 Queen St. 



A well-known Name 
at a New Address 

KIRSOP LTD. 
Now 49 Renfield St. 

• 
Gentlemen's Hatters 
in Glasgow since 1816 

James Wilson, 
-- LIMITEDt -'--

142/6 George Street 
(Corner of Charlotte Square). 

EDINBURGH. 

By Appointment. 

SCOTCH HAGGIS 
Makers for Home and Export. 

Price 1/- per lb. 

Purveyors to the leading Clubs in 

the United Kingdom and abroad. 

Cooper's Teas 
Cooper's Coffees 

Have a reputation for 
PURITY, FRAGRANCE, 
and VALUE not equalled 
:: by any others. :: 

I 

At COOPER'S CAFE, 
30 to 34 HOWARD ST., 

GLASGOW, 
THEIR TEAS AND COFFEES CAN 

BE TASTED IN PERFECTION. 
, I 

GENERAL CAFE. 
SMOKE ROOM. 

One of the best appointed and 
most Comfortable Cafes in the 

United Kingdom • 

Cooper & Co. 's Stores, Ltd., 
GLASGOW, L1VB~POOL, LONDON. 

Branches Everywhere. 

For the loftiest Litera
ture at the lowest price, 
see Glen's vastitudinous 
aggregation of literary 
triumphs in every field of 
intellectual achievement, 

ancient and modern. 

JAMES GLEN, 
Antiquarian 
Bookseller, 

406 Parliamentary Road, 

GLASGOW. 
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KILMARNOCK 

BURNS' MONUMENT, 
Statue, Library, and Museum. 

VISITED by thousands from all parts of the W orId. 
shrine of the" Immortal Bard." 

A veritable 

The Monument occupies a commanding position in the Kay 
Park. From the top a most extensive and interesting view of 
the surrounding Land of Burns can be obtained. 

The Magnificent Marble Statue of the Poet, from tqe chisel 
of W. G. Stevenson, A.R.S.A., Edinburgh, is admitted to be the 
finest in the W orId. 

The Museum contains many relics and mementoes of the 
Poet's life, and a most valuable and interesting collection of his 
original MSS., among which are the following :-

Tarn 0' Shanter. 
Cottar's Saturday Night. 
The Twa Dogs. 
The Holy Fair. 
Address to the Deil. 
John Barleycorn. 
Scotch Drink. 
The Author's Earnest Cry and 

Prayer. 
Address to J. Smith. 
An Epistle to Davy. 
Poor Mame's Elegy. 

The Death and Dying Words 
0' Poor Mame. 

Lassie wi' the Lint-whIte 
Locks. 

Last May a Bra w Wooer cam 
doon the Lang Glen. 

Holy WilUe's Prayer. 
Epistle to a Young Friend. 
Lament of Mary Queen of 

Scots. 
Also a number of the Poet's 

Letters. 

The" M'Kie" Library also forms part of this collection, and 
comprises upwards of 800 volumes of Burns literature, including 
a copy of the famous First Edition, published in Kilmarnock, 1786. 

The Monument is open from 10 a.m. 
till dusk every day-Sunday excepted. 

VISITORS ARE REQUESTED TO SIGN THE VISITORS' BOOK . 



The Scottish Tongue 
A SERI,ES OF LECTURES ON 

THE VERNACULAR LANGUAGE 

OF LOWLAND SCOTLAND 

W. A. CRAIGIE, M.A., LL.D., deals with 
"The Present State of the Scottish Tongue." 

JOHN BUCHAN, M.A., LL.D., writes on 
" Some Scottish Characteristics." 

PETER GILES, M.A., LL.D., on "Dialect In 

Literature." 

J. M. BULLOCH, M.A., LL.D., on " The Delight 
of the Doric in the Diminutive." 

WILLIAM WILL contributes a Foreword. 

The serious issue of the Anglicising process at work upon the Low. 
land Scottish language has, for some years past, exercised Scots of all 
ranks both in and out of Scotland. From time to time spasmodic 
effort has been made to test their feeling, and notable individual 
writings have been published. But it has been left to the Vernacular 
Circle of the Burns Club of London to formulate a specific inquiry into 
the causes of the decline of Doric, and to suggest remedial measures. 

Its contents will appeal equally 
to the students of language, 
and of nationality as expressed 
in native idiom, whether in 
homely speech, poetry, or 
drama. 

Here, indeed, is a true glimpse 
of the characteristic Scot reflected 
severally and unitedly in the 
essays of the four distinguished 
contributors to this important 
volume. 

Cloth boaras, 6/- net; Leather, 10/6 nel 

Cassell's, Publishers, London, E.C.4 



JAMES THIN 
Bookseller. 

54, 55, Bc 56 SOUTH BRIDGE 

EDINBURGH 
Issues the following CATALOG UES and will be 
pleased to send them, post free, on application :-

No. 203 Law Books, Legal, History, Biography, &c. 

No. 204 Books relating to Scotland. 
No. 205 Miscellaneous Literature (including Modern 

First Editions). 

No. 206 Philosophy and Theology. 

No. 207 Remainders (New Books reduced in price). 

Burnsiana and Scottish Topography 
We have the largest stock of Burnsiana in Scot
land and are pleased at all times to report 
Customers' wants from our large stock or 
endeavour to procure any items we may not 
have in stock. 

First Edinburgh and London and other Early 
Editions of Burns' Poems are always in stock. 

Orkney and Shetland items and Scottish Topo
graphy are specialities. 

Catalogues of Antiquarian and Modern Books 
are issued periodically and will be sent post free 
on application. 

ANDREW BAXENDINE & SONS 
Antiquarian and Modern Booksellers 

I S CHAMBERS STREET, EDINBURGH 
Eatabliahed 1885. Telegrams: it Baxendine. Edinburgh ,t 



Messrs. DOWELLS, Ltd. 

ART, ANT I QUE, & 

LITERARY COLLECTIONS 

Monthly Sales (October to June, in
clusive) by Auction of Rare Books, 

MSS., and Prints, &c. 

Catalogues sent to Collectors on application 

VALUATIONS for PROBATE, 

DIVISION, and TRANSFER 

Detailed Fire Insurance Valuations of 
Libraries, Furnishings, and Works of 
Art 

18 GEORGE STREET 
EDINBURGH 



" Kings may be blest, but T am was glorious, 
O'er a' the ills of life victorious." 

-Burns. 

\\\\\11111"", The Fines t Dark Flake 

('ll"" (())""'<1 To b ac co 
Stephen Mitchell &' Son, Branch 01 the Imperial Tobacco 
Company (of Great Bntam &' Ireland), Ltd .. 36 St. Andrew 

Square, Glasgow. 



READY I N J ANUARY, I926 

CATALOGUE OF BOOKS 
R8LATING TO 

SCOTLAND 
IDcluding a large selection of Edition. of Burna' Work,. and Burn.iana 

Gratis and Post Free to all AppliclJ.nts. Collectors' Desiderata Solicited. Books Bought 

JOHN SMITH &. SON (Glasgow), Ltd. 
51 and 61 St. Vincent Street, GLASGOW, C.2 

Telephone : Central 4457-8 (2 lines) Established 1751 

Dr. Robert Chambers's 
LIFE AND WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. · 

Revised and partially re-written by Wm. Wallace, 
LL. D., with Illustrations by leading Scottish Artists. 
4 Vols. Cloth, 40/ - net. 

LIFE AND WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. 
By Robert Chambers, LL. D. 2 Vols. 2I!- net. 

POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS. 
W." R. CHAMBERS Ltd. With Life ~nd Notes by Wm. Wallace , LL.D. 

339 High Street 20 Illustrations. Cloth, 6/- net. Morocco, 15/- net. 
E DIN B U R (j H THE REAL ROBERT BURNS. By J. L. H ughes, LL. D., 

and 38 Soho Square Author of " Dickens as an Educator," &c. Cloth, 6/- net. 
LONDON. W.I 

Recent Scots Verse 
A BOOK OF TWENTIETH. CENTUR Y SCOTS VERSE 

Selected by WILLIAM ROBB 
6/- net. 

DANDlE AND OTHER POEMS 
W. D. COCKER 

3/6 net. 
MACMORRO'S LUCK AND OTHER POEMS 

DAN McKENZIE 
3/6 net. 

A SCOTS DOMINIE AND OTHER POEMS 
HAMISH HENDRY 

3 /6 net. 
POPPIES IN THE CORN 

ANDREW DODDS 
Paper 1/= net. Cloth 2 /= net. 

THE TINKER'S ROAD AND OTHER V.ERSES 
MARION ANGUS 

2 /= net. 

GOWANS & GRAY, Ltd., Glasgow and London 
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Somethinll New for Burns'Day. 

BURNS MENU CARDS 
- --- AND --- -VALENTI.NE'S CUT-OUT GUEST CARDS 

A. IIIu8tration8. 

Splendid Souvenirs of Happy Meetings . . 

Samples and Prices on application to 

VALENTINE & SONS, LTD., Printers and Publishers, 
WESTFIELD WORKS. DUNDEE. 

LECKIE CRAHAM'S, 
Highland Dress Outfitters. 

KILTS, DOUBLETS, PLAIDS. 
HOSE, SPORRANS, BELTS. 

DIRKS, SKEAN DHUS, 
BROOCHES. 

All Accessories in Stock. 
We specialise in Evening Dress Wear, also in 

Pipe Band Outfits. 
Special Offer-Clan Tartan Books with History, 

1/8 each. Postage extra. 

HIGHLAND PRICE LIST SENT ON 
APPLICATION. 

95 Renfteld Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
Wiree: .. Saddlery, Gla •• ow." 'Phone: 673 Doulllao. 



REAL SCOTCH HACCIS 
. For 25th January 

Secretaries of Burns Clubs and Caterers 
who are asked to provide Haggis should 
write at once to ANNACKER LTD., 
GLASGOW, who specialise in this 
article, and can give full information 
as to cooking and quantities 
required. As there is an enormous 
demand, orders should be placed well in 
advance in order to ensure delivery in time. 

AN NAOKE R ,L TO. 
19 William Street, Glasgow, .. .. Scotland 
Telephone: Central 3814 Telegrams: "Annacker, Glasgow" 

Eotabllobed 1881 

ESTABLISHED 1857 

FOR ... 

EVERYTH I NO 
SCOTTISH 

HIGHLAND COSTUMES 
for 

GENTLEMEN, LADIES, 
BOYS AND GIRLS 

PIPE BAND UNIFORMS 
SCOTTISH TARTAN SOUVENIRS & BROOCHES 

BAGPIPES, DRUMS and ACCESSORIES 

R. O. LAW R I E, LTD. 
THE HIGHLAND HOUSE (Actual Makers) 

26 RENFIELD STREET :: :: GLASGOW 



Pa terson's Publications, Ltd. 

The Leading Publishers 11 of all that IS best III 

SCOTTISH MUSIC 

The Burns Song Book 
Fifty of the most popular songs. Accompaniments by J. Michael Diack. 

Both Notations. 1/6 paper. 4/- cloth. . 

BURNS' FESTIVAL SONGS 
(IS of the most popular Burns' Songs, arranged for S.A.T.B.) 

Complete-Price 1/-. Staff or Sol-fa. 

The New Scottish Orpheus 
IN TWO VOLUMES. 

180 Songs with simple accompaniments. By J. Michael Diack. 
Both Notations. 3/6 paper, 7/- cloth, 10/6 tartan, each vol. 

Adopted as an authoritative collection by the 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL SONG SOCIETY 
AND THE ST. ANDREW SOCIETY. 

"As admirable a collection as has yet appeared. The accompaniments are models of 
their kind." -Scotsman. 

"It has been left to Mr. Diack to produce musical accompaniments of a simplicity 
that encourages a person of average musical ability to attempt them, and it is. 
here that his economy of means scores highly."-Scottisk Educationalfournal. 

Part Song Arrangements. 
Instrumental Arrangements. 

Separate Songs in Festival Series. 
School Song Series. 

The Scottish Country Dance Societies' Publications. 
Send for a copy of our Scottish Catalogue. 

Pa terson's Publications, Ltd. 
152 BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW. 95 \YIMPOLE STREET, LONDON. 
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FOREWORD. 

This-the thirty-fifth-issue of the official year-book of 

the Burns Federation marks the beginning of aNew Series. 

The first number of the work was issued in January 1892, 

following the adoption of a proposal-cc that the Federation 

publish a yearly Ohronicle "-submitted by the late Mr. 

Colin Rae-Brown, Vice-President, and seconded by the late 

Ex-Provost Peter Sturrock, President, at a meeting of the 

Executive Council of the Federation held at Kilmarnock on 

41th September 1891. A volume of the Ohronicle has been 

published in each year since that date. 

The annual was edited by the late Dr. D. M'N aught for 

thirty-three years, from 1893 till 1925; and the Executive 

Committee of the Federation have resolved that the thirty

foqr volumes which have been published shall form the 

First Series of the BWT'n8 Ohronicle and, at the same time, 

a memorial of Dr. M'N aught's long and successful editor

ship. 

GLASGOW: 

4,th Januwry 1926. 

RoBERT BRUCE, 

President. 
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MR. DUNCAN M'NAUGHT, LL.D. 
PRESIDENT OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1910-1923; 

EDITOR OF THE" BURNS CHRONICLE," 18l;l3-1925. 

On 1st June, 1925, Mr. Duncan M'Naught, LL.D., 
late President of the Burns Federation and Editor of the 
Burns Chronicle, died at his residence in the village 
of Kilmaurs, Ayrshire. Mr. M'Naught had enjoyed 
excellent health during a long and busy life, and only a 
few days before his death he had travel,led to Glasgow to 
visit his successor in the Presidency of the Federation. 
His death occurred suddenly from heart failure. 

Mr. M'Naught was born at A'lexandria, Dumbarton
shire, in 1844, and received his education in D~lmonach 
School, whose headmaster then was Thomas Menzies, 
afterwards the distinguished Rector of Hutchesons' 
Grammar Schooll in Glasgow. From Dalmonach he 
passed to the Established Church Training College-the 
old" Normal" at Dundas Vale-in Glasgow, and on 
the completion of his course was appointed an assistant 
teacher in the Mid-Parish School of Greenock. After a 
brief experience there Mr. M'Naught in 1865 became 
assistant to the parochiaJl schoolmaster of Kilmaurs; on 
whose death, two years later, he was appointed to 
the vacant position, and for more than fifty years he 
taught succeeding generations of the children of that 
parish, retiring a few years ago to a well-earned leisure. 
He was one of the few surviving parochiaJl schoolmasters. 

During many years of his long residence at KiIl
maurs Mr. M'Naught took an active part in public 
affairs, more particularly in the political life, of North 
Ayrshire. He was associated with local literary socie
ties, was one of the founders of Killmarnock Conservative 
Association, and leader of that party in its PaIlliamentary 
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Debating Association, and acted as editor of the Kil
marnook Herald during the first year of its existence. 
Latterly he had played a [ess prominent part in these 
affairs, though his pen was still at the service of the 
causes which he had championed. He was keenly 
interested also in the history and the antiquities of the 
district of Ayrshire in which he had made his home. 
The results' of his researches into these were displayed 
in a privately printed volume on The Charters of 
KiZmaurs (1874) and in Kilmaurs Parish and Burgh 
(1912)-a valua"Me contribution to [ocal history. He 
was a close student of the fauna and the flora of his 
adopted county, and made frequent contributions to the 
literature of these subjects in articlles to the press. 

Dr. M'Naught, however, was best known in connec
tion with the cult of Robert Burns. He joined the Burns 
Club of Kilmarnock more than forty years ago, begin
ning there an association with the late Provost David 
Mackay and Captain David Sneddon which had most 
important results. He was President of that Club for a 
term, and, along with Mackay and Sneddon, founded at 
Kilmarnock, in 1885, the now extensive Federation of 
Burns Clubs. On the death of Captain Sneddon, in 
1910, Dr. M'N aught was appointed to succeed him as 
President of the Federation; and he held that office 
until his resignation, because of his advanced age, in 
1923, being succeeded by Sir Robert Bruce. During 
the Presidency of Dr. M'Naught the constituent parts of 
the Federation steadi1ly increased in numbers and in 
usefulness, and they assisted to carry through severa[ 
important schemes, among them the foundation of the 
Chair of Scottish History and' Literature at the Univer
sity of Glasgow and the preservation of the Auld Brig 
of Ayr. They allso made a beginning in the movement 
for the preservation of the vernacular by the promotion 
of competitions in singing and in elocution among pupils 
in public schools. 
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Previous to becoming President of the Burns Federa
ti9n Dr. M'Naught had been acting as Editor of the 
Burns Chronicle, the official annual publication of the 
cult, and it is probable that the work by which he wHI 
be best remembered is that editorship, which he took 
over with the second volume of the Chronicle, in 1893, 
and which he continued to exercise tin the publication 
in January last of the number for 1925. That 
thirty-three years' record is probably unique in the 
annails of editorship of an annual publication, and it is 
an achievement for which the whole Burns worild is 
greatly indebted to Dr. M'N aught. But he was more 
than Editor of the Chronicle,. he himseilf was one of the 
largest contributors to the publication, and his contribu
tions were invariably well informed and moderately 
stated. Much of the material which he had preserved in 
the series of volumes was utilised in The Truth About 
Burns, a volume which he published four years ago, and 
which is acknowledged to be one of the best of the many 
memoirs of the Poet. 

For his distinguished services as teacher, editor, and 
parish historian Mr. M'Naught was honoured in 1921 by 
the University of Glasgow, which conferred upon him 
its honorary doctorate of ilaws, and by the Burns Federa
tion, which presented him on two occasions with tokens 
of its appreciation. 

FUNERAL OF DR. y'NAUGHT. 

The funerall of Dr. M'Naught took place on 4th June 
to Kilmaurs vrllage churchyard. The occasion was 
marked by a remarkable demonstration of the personaJl 
regard and high esteem in which Dr. M'Naught was 
held, alike by the people of the quiet little Ayrshire 
community among whom he spent his ~ife and by the 
wider circle of friends and admirers who knew him 
through his notable work for the Burns cult and his 
other public activities. The number of mourners who 
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folllowed his remains to their last resting-place beside 
those of his wife in the peaceful country graveyard was 
over 200. Among them were numerous representatives 
of Burns Clubs and other friends of Dr. M'Naught from 
the outside world, and as the cortege passed from his 
house to the graveside, amid the scenes which he knew 
and loved through a lifetime of intimate association, it 
was followed also by a very large representation of the 
male popu!lation of Kilmaurs. All business in the 
viillage was suspended while the funerall was taking 
place. Shops were closed and their windows shuttered, 
and the blinds of dwelling-houses were drawn. Several 
flags were flown at half-mast, and at a local factory the 
staff was lined up in front of the building as the funeral 
procession passed. Little groups of the villagers stood 
at various points on the route paying homage in respect
full silence to the memory of a well-loved teacher and 
friend. It was a striking and spontaneous tribute. 

The Burns Federation was represented by Sir Robert 
Bruce, LL.D., President; Mr. Alexander Pollock and 
Mr. J. Taylor Gibb, Vice-Presidents; Mr. Thomas 
Amos, Hon. Secretary; Major G. A. Innes, Hon. Trea
surer; Mr. J. C. Ewing, Editor of the Burns Chronicle; 
and by members of Burns Clubs at Kilmarnock, Ayr, 
Dumfries, Glasgow, and Liverpool. A wreath of flowers 
sent by the Burns Federation was pIlaced upon the grave 
by the President. 

AN APPRECIATION. 

The death of Dr. M'Naught has severed the last link 
which bound together the Burns Federation of to-day 
with that of the past; for he was the Ilast of the pioneers. 
Although his interests in life were many, and his outlook 
on life genial and broad, it will be 'by his personal work 
in and for the Federation that he will be most lastingly 
remembered. Pre-eminent as a devoted student and 
expositor of Burns, he was fearless in his exposure of 
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false myth, crude ignorance, and ungenerous calumny. 
From the rich mass of material which he so Ilaboriously 
yet joyously gathered, so carefully sifted and stored, 
he minted fresh gold of truth, and much of both his 
initiall and matured work remains in the pages of the 
Burns Chronicle, which he edited through thirty-three 
years, laying down his pen only when his fingers stif
fened in death. The magnum opus, however, of this 
ripe Burns scholar, the last almost of the old parochial 
schoolmasters of Scotland, is his Truth About Burns. 
As free from cant as from pernicious eulogy, he sought 
in it to give to the world the reall Burns, the human man 
-the man with the essential weaknesses common to 
humanity, but with that also which is not common to 
humanity, the splendour of the supreme man; to uncover 
something of the universal heart of fine gold that beat 
so strongly in that Ayrshire breast. To do these things, 
to make for truth and expose error, is fine work; ail[ the 
finer, surely, when the subject thereof is a world genius 
-a flash of meteoric fire, enshrined in the alike enduring 
legend and personality of Robert Burns. Born and bred 
in the cottage and country, with the fecundity of mother 
earth before his eyes, its tilth odour in his nostrils, 
and its fibres in his being, Burns drew inspiration 
from the heart of na ture as he drew milk from 
his mother's breast. The heritage of this primal 
man is a mighty heritage; and if, unlike Burns, 
Dr. M'Naught could not rise with him, as who may, to 
Pisgah's height, he could at least see the mountain top 
and discern the chariot of fire, and so envisage something 
of the truth about Robert Burns, his vision of humanity, 
its brotherhood alld its warmth, the nobility of the 
human heart, its unsealed heights and its unpflumbed 
depths. 

In the Great War we realised more, perhaps, of the 
splendour of that vision of brotherhood than we have 
since known; and, having been once by ourselves seen, 
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it cannot die in a day. As we grow older-else are we 
to be pitied-we become the more impressed by the one
ness of all things in nature; and so the thought comes 
that we are ourselves less individuals than members of 
a great famify. This the war-.seemed to teach, because 
of the very 'universaHty of suffering and death. These 
things were so near to us and so open before our eyes 
that, although sore bereavement came to each one of us 
individually, yet they were also so universal as to bind 
aU in the commo:p. bond of suffering humanity. It has 
been written, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God." And surely in those days many were 
purified. 

To-night, in front of me as I write, and every one 
bearing the autograph of the giver, are the thirty-four 
volumes of the Burns Chronicle, a serried row of not a 
little fine material; and even if none more were added,. 
it is none the less a mine from which much pure ore 
may be drawn. Then there was the kind'ly personaHty, 
the delightfully forgivable glimpses of the latent vanity 
of the man, Ilike salt to food; the gentleness which the 
strong mind and determined will hid from many; while 
for those who knew the warm hospitality exercised by 
himself, and that sweetest of women who was his wife, 
it will remain a memory which none shall readily forget. 
It was never forced, never ostentatious, never unreal. 
If he liked you, then he showed it; if he did not, 
it was made unmistakably plain; and those whom Dr. 
M'N aught did not like had usuallly in them something 
undesirable. 

Quick to read men, and contemptuous of sycophancy, 
he pierced beneath the surface; and his naturall power of 
restraint, when restraint was good, impeUed him to keep 
his opinions at times to himself, when it did not invdlve 
infringement of principle. Like allll strong men, he was 
sometimes difficult to -thole, but when work had to be 
done, especially work for the Federation and for Robert 
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Burns, the spirit of the man rose above all lesser things. 
He made his mark, and he lived his day. 

He did not have [ong to wait after his wife, whom he 
followed soon, because his spirit was with her; and no 
[ong, wearying illness vexed one to whom inaction meant 
a restraint not easily borne. Happily, he passed 
quick!ly, and his spirit has gone to those Ellysian fields, 
those green pastures and stilll waters of the uncharted 
land whence none returns. 

To us·of the Federation his heritage has been willed; 
we follow in the succession,. and if we labour as he 
bboured, with as stout and unwearying hands and as 
true a heart, then the truth which Burns left, the vision 
of a universal brotherhood yet to be, will be ours aJIso, 
to carry onward as best we may. It is a great heritage, 
and one that has no harbour with grim war-engines of 
destruction speeding through the elements to waste life, 
and cities, and humanity. Rather is it the spirit of a 
more enduring because divinely inspired influence, 
which the seers of dId foresaw in the time when " the 
sucking chitd shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice's den." 

['hus is it that in the lowly homes of the poor of al[ 
peoples, not less than in the palaces of the mighty, 
wherever are the humble and simple in heart, there also 
are to be found the richest jewels of humanity; none the 
less beautiful because, like the rose, they grow on many ~ 
wayside hedge. 

And so, quietly and reverently, on one of the days 
of glorious summer, we laid our dId friend to rest beside 

~ his wife, the' helpmeet of many years. With the sun 
shining brightly, the air mellow, and all living things 
around us fresh and green, we left these two together, 
and took our quiet way up the narrow country loaning, 
past the o'ld churchyard with its high stone wall and 
ancient graves, and so to our own homes. 

JAMES A. MORRIS. 



THE MOVEMENT FOR PRESERVATION OF THE 
SCOTTISH VERNACULAR. 

A new and vital impulse has been given to the Burns 
Federation by the leadership it has assumed, under the 
Presidency of Sir Robert Bruce, in the movement for 
the wider study and more generall understanding of the 
Scottish vernacu~ar. Some years ago Burns Clubs woke 
up to the fact that a general knowledge of Scottish ver
nacular literature was necessary to the understanding 
and appreciation of Burns himself. At the same time 
it was realised that the younger generation in Scotland 
was growing up in ailmost complete ignorance of the 
language of Ramsay, Fergusson, Burns, and the old 
Scottish balbdists. The Federation was doing good 
work by promoting school competitions; but it was f~t 
that something more required to be done. 

With the instinct of a born leader, the President of 
the Federation has now concentrated the movement upon 
a vitall obje<?tive, namely, the study of the vernacullar 
in elementary and secondary schools. He has secured 
the active support of leading Scots like the Earl of Rose
bery, Sir Donald MacAlister, Professor R. S. Rait, and 
Professor W. A. Craigie, and has won the sympathy 
of the Scottish Education Department. At the Confer
ence of the Federation in Edinburgh, in September last, 
the Executive Committee was authorised to take such 
steps as seemed expedient to secure the end in view, and 
the President announced that he had received an officiall 
invitation from the Education Department to send in 
" any suggestions of a positive character," which would 
receive consideration at a conference between Dr. George 
MacDonald and the Chief Inspectors. Thus the way 
was paved for an arrangement for giving the Scottish 
vernacular a place in the curriculum of Scottish schools. 
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TEACHERS AND THE VERNACULAR. 

Perhaps the most gratifying thing about these pro
ceedings is that the Federation has been led by its Presi
dent to push what it now appears was an open door. 
Without the spontaneous co-operation of the Education 
Department and the teachers, there wOulld be no hope of 
progress. But the educational profession in Scotland is 
solidly Scottish in sentiment. The practical idealism 
of its members is one of Scotland's biggest assets. Many 
of them are keen students of vernacular literature, and 
nearly aill of them thoroughly appreciate its cultural 
value. An indispensablle link in the instructionall pro
cess is supplied by the special classes of Professor Rait 
in Glasgow University. The present movement, indeed, 
is the fruition of that which led to the establishment of 
the Chair of Scottish History and Literature in Glasgow 
and to the fortunate appointment of its present distin
guished occupant. 

Another important link in the chain is at present 
being forged. Professor Craigie, lately of Oxford and 
now of Chicago, is engaged on a Middle Scots Lexicon 
covering the period down to the seventeenth century. 
When this is published the way wilil be open for the 
preparation of a new and up-to-date Modern Scots 
Dictionary, containing vernacular words in [iterary and 
popular use since 1700. The spadework has been under
taken by the Diatlects Committee of the Scottish Branch 
of the English Association. In the final stage of this 
movement the active co-operation of the Burns Federa
tion will be essential. In the meantime valuable assist
ance can be rendered by the Vernacular Oircles which 
are being formed in connection with groups of affiliated 
Burns Clubs. These Vernacular Cirdles, indeed, could 
be made, and we trust they may become, the vital centres 
of the whole vernacular movement, linking up its various 
branches by means of Ilecture courses, discussions, con
certs, and other appropriate activities. The original 
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object of the Burns movement would not be lost sight of. 
It would become more clea:r:ly defined. The whole 
poetical literature of Scotland culminates in Burns. 
But his reall supremacy cannot be. appreciated without 
a fairly wide knowledge of his predecessors and successors. 
A Burns Club that studies only Burns is like a moun
taineering club that confines itself to the highest peak 
of a mountain range. Greatness of any kind is cumula
tive and relative. The majesty of Mont Blanc and 
Everest derives from their relation to the Alps and the 
Himalayas. 

OBJECTS OF THE MOVEMENT. 

The objects of the Scottish vernacular movement have 
been clearly stated by our President on more than one 
occasion. There is to be no attempt to oust standard 
English and make the vernacular the ordinary and every
day speech of the nation. That is both impossible and 
undesirable. But the familiar use of the authentic ver
nacular is not to be discouraged; it is to be strongly 
encouraged, because the Scottish vernacular is not a1lien 
to Engllish, but is an integral and valuable constituent 
of it, and because its spontaneous and effective use tends 
to the enrichment and the vitaHty of English speech. 
The stilted and colourless style of Scottish prose-writers 
in the eighteenth century was due to their nervous 
exclusion of anything that savoured of "Scotchness." 
Scott, whose genius, with that of Burns, won Scotland a 
foremost p'lace in world literature, made free use of the 
Doric, and so did GaIt and Miss Ferrier. Standard 
English, being a composite ~anguage, poor in inflexions, 
has some irritating gaps in vocabulary and idiom. 
Many, if not most, of th!lse can be effectively filled by 
the Scottish vernacu~ar, which is pre-eminent both in 
picturesque forcefulness and in subtle shades of meaning. 
Both the high notes and the quarter-tones of Scots were 
studiously employed by Stevenson, whose intimate know
ledge of the Scottish vE!rnacular forms the real secret 

\ 
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of the subtle precision of his English style. En~lish, 
which has swal1lowed the crude argot of cowboys and 
whole chunks of French idiom and Indian vocabulary, 
can surely assimilate, and to better advantage, some 
()hoice morsels of a cognate and ~iterary vernacuiar. 

The main and immediate p:urpose of the vernacular 
movement is one that is urgently necessary. It is to 
ensure that every Scottish child shall be placed in pos
session of a key to the nationall treasure-house of ver
nacular literature. In this there can be no real diffi
cutlty. Teachers who themselves have been instructed 
in the vernacular can instruct the children in it through 
the medium of vernacular reading-books and antholo
gies, which wiU take their place alongside English books 
of the same kind; and in due course this instruction can 
be allowed for in examination papers. There will be no 
cramming; the children will receive just as much ver
nacular instruction as wili enable them to understand 
most of an average poem of Burns, Fergusson, or Ram
say. The rest must be left to their own inclinations. 

A NATIONAL LITERARY REVIVAL. 

The educational movement with which the Burns 
Federation has become associated is not' an artificial one. 
It is part of a spontaneous national tnovement which 
began with the vernacular poems of Stevenson, Logie 
Robertson, and Charlles Murray, and which has been 
stronger than ever since the war. Scottish writers, both 
of prose and verse, have reaiJised for themselves that 
they could find their clearest self-expression in native 
themes and native inspiration. That is the real mean
ing of the Scottish literary revivaL The main body of 
the literature it is producing is in English. But the 
central inspiration is vernacular .• The Doric is not dead. 
It is more alive to-day than at any time since the death 
of Burns. Its vitality is evidenced by anthologies like 
Northern Numbers and the publications of the Porpoise 
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Press. Recent or living poets ~ike Walter Wingate, 
Cha1'lles Murray, Hamish Hendry, Alexander Gray, 
Violet Jacob, Hugh M'Diarmid, Edwin Muir, and 
Pittendrigh MacGiHivray have written better vernacular 
verse than was produced in the whole period between the 
death of Scott and the advent of Stevenson. The ques
tion of the function of the vernacu1lar in Scottish life and 
literature has been settled by the poets themselves. It 
is not an artificial medium. It is the very reverse. It 
is the language of the innermost heart. It is the expres
sion of the Scottish soul. The selective process in its 
use is emotional more than inteUectual. Its choicest 
words and phrases, drenched with the concentrated 
passion or gaiety of four centuries, are reserved for those 
moments in which the souJl is nearest to Scottish earth 
or to the centre of created being. The Doric Muse is 
like Wordsworth's sk~ark-
" Type of the wise, who soar but never roam, 

True to the kindred points of heaven and home." 
The Provenc;al of the Trobadors perished because of the 
narrowness of its range and its remoteness from the life 
of the people. But the Scottish vernacular expresses 
the extremes of grim tragedy and [yric joy, of homely 
fun and awed solemnity, of robustious realism and wist
ful romance. It is the articulation of essential poetry. 

The soul of Scotland, her principle of ~ife, lies in 
her vernacular [iterature. Without it she is less than 
an English county or an American state. Much of her 
social trouble to-day is due to alienation from Nature 
and national tradition. Jazz and American films and 
League results and the latest London scandal are ineffec
tual palliatives. On'ly in the native springs, whose 
waters have begun to stir, is there any power of healing. 
We who have bathed in the living stream of Scottish 
literature, and blended our s'ou1ls with the sOUlI of our 
country, are under the ol:iligation of extending a like 
privilege to every Scottish boy and girl. W. P. 



SPEECHES BY THE' PRESIDENT. 

I. 
Sir Robert Bruce, LL.D., President of the Burns 

Federation, in proposing "·The Immortal Memory" at 
the festivall dinner of Greenock Burns Club, on Friday, 
23rd January, 1925, made reference to the Scottish 
vernacular question, and read [etters from the Earl of 
Rosebery, Honorary President of the Federation; 
PrincipaJl Sir Donaild MacAlister, of Glasgow Univer
sity ; 'professor Robert S. Rait, Historiographer Royal for 
Scotland; and Professor William A. Craigie, lately of Oxford. 

He said that, as President of the Burns Federation, 
he should like to be permitted to say a few words about 
a matter that had been engaging the attention of the 
Federation, and had been, since the Conference at Dum
fries, in September last, the subject of much discussion 
in the public press. He referred to the movement for 
the encouragement of the study of the Scottish ver
nacular in our ellementary and secondary schools. Much 
had been done under the auspices of the Federation by 
the promotion of schodl competitions. In many cases the 
knowledge displayed of Burns's songs had been most 
gratifying. But the subject-matter was more compre
hensive than Burns's works-it comprised the entire field' 
of our vernacu[ar !literature. The position at present, 
stated in general terms, was this. In many of our 
elementary and secondary schools the pupils finished 
their studies without even having had their attention 
directed to the riches in the vernacular w hicli. their 
fathers valued, and if this state of things was not 
changed they would soon be confronted by a generation 
of young Scots who had no understanding whatever-an 
unthinkable thing-of some of the finest literature pos
sessed by any nation. So widespread was the neglect 
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that, when some time ago it was proposed to put a ques
tion in regard to the vernacular in the Leaving Certifi
cate Examination, the idea had to be abandoned because 
of a representation that it would be unfair to so many 
pupils who had had no opportunity of acquiring the neces
sary knowledge. He thought he stated the truth when he 
said that public opinion only needed to be stimulated a 
~ittle further in order to win success. The majority of 
the Inspectors, if not all, were favourable, and he should 
like to make one practical suggestion to the Scottish 
Education Department. Some eighteen years ago a 
clause was inserted in a Departmental memorandum on 
the teaching of English, which read as follows :-. 

The generall problem, then, is to increase the 
chiM's knowledge of English by getting him to 
listen and to read, and his command of it by get
ting him to speak and to write. But the second 
of these processes must wait on the first, for 
children always understand more words than they 
use. This obvious truth has a peculiar force in 
its application to the teaching of English in 
Scotland. The mother-tongue of most Lowland 
children is so like English that they can under
stand simple-spoken English to some extent when 
they enter schooll, though they cannot use it freely. 
Yet Lowland Scots, being historicaJlly a nationaJI 
IlanEuage, possessing a literature to which the 
children will be introduced some day, is not to be 
treated like a provincial dialect. The teacher 
should not discourage its use by the children in 
those familiar talks through which he seeks to give 
them confidence, nor hesitate to use it himself 
when English faills as a means of communication. 

His suggestion was that that c'lause, redrafted in such 
a way as to cover the whole fieM of elementary instruc
tion in the Scottish vernacular and made more definite, 
should be sent out by the Department to the Scottish 
Education Authorities. In all parts of Scotland there 
were teachers who would welcome the lead, and he was 
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not without hope that in due course it would be given. 
It was almost unnecessary to add that the Burns Federa
tion, as a Federation, would give such a step th~ most 
cordial support. To its industry was due in large 
measure the foundation of the Chair of Scottish History 
and Literature in Glasgow University, a Chair which the 
occupant, Professor Rait, had made a powerful means 
of instruction in the vernacular to senior students, many 
of whom went into the teaching profession. The Scot
tish Text Society was also doing invatluable work towards 
the same end, not only by editing and pubilishing inter
esting old vernacular texts, but in giving prizes to 
university students. They desired, however, to reach the 
pupils in the elementary and secondary schools, and it 
was primarily in their interests that the Burns Federa
tion had taken up this work. And they were receiving 
much encouragement. Within these last few days he 
had received several letters which he asked permission to 
read. 

FROM THE EARL OF ROSEBERY. 

I am glad to hear that you are going to preach 
the doctrine of teaching the Scottish vernacular 
in Scottish schools. It would be a thousand pities 
if this grand old dialect were to die out, and I 
wish you aJIl success. 

FROM SIR DONALD MACALISTER, BART. 

The Burns Federation and the people of the 
West a dozen years ago founded in the University 
of Glasgow a Chair of Scottish History and Litera
ture. The purpose was not only to promote study 
and research in these subjects of national interest, 
but to insure that the teachers in our national 
schools should themselves be taught their value 
and significance as an in~trument of nati~mal 
education. The purpose WIll be frustrated If a 
knowledge of the vernacul~r Ilanguage! in whic~ 
so essential a part of the hIstory and hterature IS 
embodied, should be denied to the pupills of the 
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iuture. N ationall education will be impoverished 
if our youth thus came to miss their inheritance 

• of a distinctive and inspiring natiol.lal tradition, 
and if the Scottish language, history, and litera
ture became subjects only for the antiquarian 
scholar. Let us then enrich the popular culture 
of Scotland by giving the Scottish children free 
access to our vernacmar treasures. 

FROM PROFESSOR R. S. RAIT, LL.D. 

Thirty-eight years ago R. L. Stevenson wrote 
in the preface to Underwoods, "The day draws 
near when this illustrious and mailleable tongue 
shall be quite forgotten, and Burns's Ayrshire 
and Dr. MacDonald's Aberdeen awa' and Scott's 
brave metropdlitan utterance will be all equally 
the ghosts of speech." The fulfilment of the 
prophecy was then accepted, I think, as inevitable. 
We do not think so to-day, and this in itself is a 
great advance. We have come to be[ieve that what 
Stevenson caBed "our own dying language" 
ought to be preserved, and can be preserved, from 
the oblivion which comes of neglect. There is a 
farther and a larger step to take-that of achiev
ing what we know to be possible, and the duty 
falls upon this generation. In the next it may be 
too late. 

FROM PROFESSOR W. A. CRAIGIE, LL.D. 

The more that I learn of what is being done 
in other countries in which the native language 
had been alllowed to fall into disuse, and the more 
that I see of what has already been achieved by the 
work of ta1lented writers on the one hand and the 
effects of education on the other, the more I am 
surprised at the indifference with which Scotland 
continued ~o treat this question of the national 
tongue. Most of the smaJller countries of Europe, 
some of them with no national literature of any 
importance to build upon, are already far in 
advance of Scotland in this respect. In our Scot
tish literature, from the days of Allan Ramsay 
down to the present time, there is a great deal that 
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every Scot ought to be acquainted with, and there 
is no sound reason why this knowledge should be 
[eft to chance instead of forming a part of the 
national education. If the teaching of Scottish 
literature were prope:fIly recognised in our schools 
there would be no &,round for any doubt as to the 
future of the ScottIsh tongue. 

In these circumstances, and with such hellp, they went 
forward hopefully, convinced, as they were, also that 
they were engaged in one of the best possible movements 
for the honour of the memory of their National Poet. 

H. 
At the Annual Conference of the Council of the Burns 

Federation, held at Edinburgh on Saturday, 12th Sep
tember, 1925, the President moved-

" That this Conference, recalling its delibera
tions at Dumfries twelve months ago, has observed 
with much satisfaction the growth of public 
interest in the movement for the reviva!l of the 
study of the Scottish vermicular in the primary 
and secondary schools, again recommends the 
matter to the attention of aJIl Burns Clubs affili
ated with the Federation, and asks the Executive 
Committee to take such other steps as may seem 
expedient to secure the end in view." 

In moving the Resolution, Sir Robert Bruce said
As has been stated by the Hon. Secretary in his 

Report, the Federation year just ended has witnessed 
a marked movement of pu1:>lic interest in this question 
of the preservation of our Scottish vernacular. At 
Dumfries a year ago we took up the matter where it 
had been left at the Dunfermline Conference, and 
appointed a Committee to consider methods. We were 
fortunate, aJlmost at the outset, to receive the support of 
our Honorary President, the Earl of Rosebery, of Princi
pal Sir Donald MacAlister, Professor Rait, and 
Professor Craigie. At Greenock, in January, I had the 
privNege of reading messages from these representative 

B 
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Scots. I also took the opportunity then, as I take this, 
of stating our immediate object. As a Federation we do 
not aim at creating a Scots vernacular-speaking nation. 
But we do aim at such a preservation of the knowledge 
of the vernacular as will enable peop[e of Scottish birth 
to understand and value their rich heritage of vernacu[ar 
literature, and will stimulate in due season the produc
tion of more. To that end we have desired to concentrate 
attention upon the elementary and the secondary schools. 
For many years, and with increasing success, Clubs 
within the Federation have promoted school competi
tions. These competitions have been made possiMe by 
the sympathy and keen personal interest of the teachers, 
and as a Federation we are deeply grateful to them for 
their invaJluable assistance. It is, indeed, through them 
that we hope eventually to carry the day. We willl do 
so when the majority of teachers are interested. And so 
during the year we have placed ourselves in communica
tion with the Scottish Education Department. But 
before I mention the result, so far, of those communica
tions, I should like to deal with some friendly criticism. 

THE MOVEMENT NECESSARY. 

It has been said that the movement is unnecessary, 
that the language of Burns wil[ never become unread
able by men of Scottish descent, any more than the 
language of the Bible and of Shakespeare by the 
English-speaking world. I am not so sure; on the 
contrary, I assert that in these days there are thousands 
of young Scots, the products of our eiJ.ementary and 
secondary; schools, to whom a considerable part of Burns, 
and even more of some of his predecessors, is utterly 
uninteUigible. They have never had the literature 
brought before them. I mentioned as a fact in my 
address at Greenock that so widespread is the neglect 
that, when some time ago it was proposed to put a ques
tion in regard to the vernacular in the Leaving Certifi-
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cate Examination, the idea had to be abandoned because 
of a representation that it would be unfair to so many 
pup~ls who had had no opportunity of . acquiring the 
necessary knowledge. Again, it is said that the problem 
before us should not be so much to preserve the variants 
of the literary [anguage, which is the common posses
sion of the Empire and the United States of America, as 
to preserve that language itse'l£ in its purity. It will 
be agreed that the preservation of our English literary 
language is an ideal that must be striven after at aU 
costs, but surely in striving for that it is unnecessary 
to help to cast into o1>livion, by neglect, a knowledge of 
a variant which has been woven into the very texture 
of our common Scottish llie and character. Just as a 
locwl patriotism can subsist within a national patriotism 
and strengthen the foundations of the latter, so can the 
vernacular exist and enrich the common [anguage of 
Eng.lish-speaking peoples. Then there are other friendly 
critics-I should Ilike to say that the majority of our 
critics are friendly-there are friendly critics who are 
afraid of multiplying linguistic studies in our schoolls. 
I also am afraid of that, and I do not think I should be 
so keen li I were satisfied that the only means of achiev
ing our object involved a further burdening of the 
Standard curriculum. There are other ways. At 
present teachers have much freedom in their treatment 
of literature; whether or not the Scots Iliterary ver
nacular is encouraged depends to a large extent upon 
the tastes of the teachers themselves. That has been 
demonstrated to us through our school competitions. 
One of our objects is to interest teachers generwlly in 
the vernacular, so that they may encourage the study 
by their pupils of the best in our vernacu[ar literature. 

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SYMPATHETIC. 

Some other friendly critics consider that the subject 
should be treated purely as a classic. There may be 
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something in that, but it is not a point with which at 
this moment we need feel concerned. Our immediate 
purpose is to stimulate interest in the subject among 
teachers as a body in aa our elementary and secondary 
schools, and that can only be done effectively through 
the Scottish Education Department. I have stated that 
we have been in communication throughout the 'lear with 
the Department, and I may not be revealing too much 
w:hen I say that the matter was taken up at the last 
conference between Dr. George Macdonald and the Chief 
Inspectors, and that the discussion is to be resumed at 
the next conference, which will be helld in October. You 
will be gratified to know also that, within the last few 
days, I have received an official invitation to send in, 
before that conference, " any suggestions of a positive 
character" which we desire to have considered. Thus 
you will see that progress is being made. At its first 
meeting this month the new Executive Committee will, 
I am certain, promptly respond to the Department's· 
invitation. 

The Resolution, you will observe, commends the 
matter to the attention of all Burns Olubs affiliated with 
the Federation. Those Clubs can do much, and to them 
I should like to offer one practical suggestion. One of 
the most interesting recent developments in the move
ment has been the formation of the Vernacular Circle 
of the London Burns Olub.' That circle has the enthu
siastic Chairmanship of Dr. J. M. BuHoch, an old friend 
of many of us, and it has an equally enthusiastic Secre
tary in our friend Mr. Wil[iam W~ll. My suggestion is 
that each group of affiliated Clubs should form a Ver
nacular Circle on similar lines. 

Mr. M 'Intyre , Mauchline, seconded the Resolution. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr. John Anderson, Cambusbng, referred to the 
menu of the annual dinner of a city Burns Club written 



PRESERVATION OF SCOTTISH VERNACULAR 21 

in a language which very few of them understood, and 
to another in homely Scottish Doric, and he thought the 
Executive Committee should draw the attention of Burns 
Clubs to this matter. Surely, p.e said, the menu of 
their annuail dinner should be printed in the Scots ver
nacular rather than in French or Italian. 

Mr. M'Leod, Coatbridge, suggested that the Federa
iion issue a certificate, which would be greatly vaJlued 
by the successful competitors in school children's com
petitions. 

Mr. Macfarlane, London, thought the only practical 
thing for them to do was to say to the Executive Com
mittee, "God bless your efforts." They would back 
them up in their efforts to get something done through 
the Department. If the Vernacular Circle in London 
coU[d do anything to help any Club in the Federation, 
they wou!ld be only too pleased. 

Mr. Macmi!llan, ThornhHI, said the retention of the 
vernacular was one of the important things they were 
there for, and he believed it was through the Depart
ment that they must get at the establishment of the 
vernacular in their schools. 

Mr. Philip Sulley, Edinburgh, suggested that Burns 
Clubs and Scotsmen generally shou!ld turn themselves 
to the vernacular in their homes and conversation. It 
was sometimes regarded as vu!lgar, and when good man 
John had acquired some we8l1th and gone to a better 
house, he had to change his clothes and change his 
manners, and was expected to change his tongue. 

Mr. M'Gill, Edinburgh, suggested talks to classes of 
school children by members of Burns Clubs with the 
knowledge and the gift of language. 

Mr. Fotheringham, Hamilton, thought they should 
try to get a [arger proportion of Burns's writings in the 
anthologies used in schools. 

Mr. Jeffrey Hunter, Glasgow, said that, as the mem
ber who brought this matter forward at Dunfermline 
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three or four years ago, and the mover of the motion 
passed enthusiasticaUy at Dumfries last year, he did not 
think Burns Clubs had foHowed up the enthusiasm which 
was generated then in the manner they might have done. 
In Glasgow, within a few weeks of the Dumfries Confer
ence, there was a large and enthusiastic meeting, and 
the result had already been seen there in the increased 
number of school competitions. There were two outstand
ing facts in connection with that meeting which cheered 
them very much. The first was the presence and the 
sympathy and interest of a number of teachers, who had 
often been blamed for apathy in this matter, and 
unjustly blamed, he must say, and the second was the 
interest taken in the matter by the press. AB Clubs 
which took this matter up should inform their local 
papers, and get as much interest taken in the matter as 
possiMe. Otherwise they wou'ld make very ilittl& 
progress. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted, and Mr. 
M'Leod's suggestion was remitted to the Executive 
Committee. 



THE SCOTTISH VERNACULAR. 
TO THE EDITOR, "BURNS CHRONICLE." 

Ryvra, North Berwick, September 14, 1925. 
Sir,-I am in full sympathy with the Burns Federa

tion and its President in their efforts to preserve and 
foster our Scottish vernacular. It is a plant of hardy 
growth, and it is refreshing to hear good braid Scots 
from the rising generation unaffected by the high 
English of the schools. 

I think, however, that the movement should not be 
associated with one name only. Burns used the Scottish 
vernacular in verse, as many others had done before 
him. Scott had to face criticism as to vu!lgarity. His 
reply was, " Burns by his poetry had already attracted 
universal attention to everything Scottish, and I confess 
I could not see why I should not be able to keep the 
flame a1live, merely because I wrote Scotch in prose and 
he in rhyme." 

Scott was the first who showed the capabilities of the 
vernacular in prose. No other prose writer had used it 
in earnest. 

As examples, take the dialogue between Earnscliff and 
Hobbie Elliot at the beginning of The Black Dwarf, and 
contrast the ease and point of the vernacular in Hobbie's 
mouth with the stiffness of the high English in the 
replies of Earnsdliff. 

To see the heights of eloquence of which the vernacu
lar is capaMe, take the speech of Meg Merdlees on her 
meeting with Godfrey Bertram at the Kaim of Dern
cleugh, or of Edie Ochiltree in the duel scene, or of 
Saunders Mucklebackit at the mending of his boat. All 
these have the same broad human sympathy which is the 
special charm of Burns. 
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There have been plenty of novelists since Scott who 
have used a more or less artificial Scottish dialect with 
great effect, but the originator was Scott, and the spirit 
of the aristocratic Scott; as exemplified in all the pas
sages I have selected, was as generous as that of the 
democratic Burns. 

In making any " suggestions of a positive character " 
to the sympathetic Scottish Education Department, I 
hope that the two names will be kept side by side.-I 
am, &c. J. PARKER SlHTH. 



THE BIRTH OF THE VERNACULAR CIRCLE. 

The appearance of the Vernacular Circle as an active 
adjunct to the Burns Club of London is a matter of the 
most interesting significance, although some of its 

• critics hav~ regarded its inception as an accident and 
its entire existence as an unrelated episode. Even at 
that, however, it must pique curiosity to know how it 
came about that the movement should have started in 
London and not in Scotland itself. So far, however, 
from its being freakish accident for Cockayne to become 
the cradle of the movement to preserve our vigorous 
vernacular, it was, as I shal[ show, most natural that 
this shouild be the case. 

The origin of the Vernacular Circle was first mooted 
by Mr. Wi[liam Will on 1st March, 1920, at a Com
mittee meeting of the London Robert Burns Club, of 
which he was President. A lifelong student of Burns, he 
had been struck -with the necessity of arresting the decay 
of the vernacu[ar, clearly foreseeing that, if nothing 
were done, Burns's Doric verse would cease to be under
stood. Time and again it had been suggested at the 
birthday festivals of the Club, notably by Mr. John 
Buchan and by Mr. Charles Murray (" Hamewith "), 
that the Club was the proper instrument to effect the 
purpose, while Miss Mary Symon of Duff town, a master 
of the art, writing privately to Mr. Will, had often 
urged that the Club shoU!ld take action. 

It was this reinforcement of his own vision which 
made Mr. WiU propose the formation of the Circle to 
his Committee, which unanimously agreed to the trans
mission of the proposal to the annual meeting on 7th 
June, 1920. A preliminary printed circular on the 
subject found so much support among the members and 
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severall public men and women that the annual meeting, 
on the motion of Mr. Will and the seconding of Mr. 
John Anderson, unanimous'ly urged full steam ahead. 

The reference, as the Parliamentary Commissioner 
would say, suggested several methods of approach, such 
as-

(1) Raising money for the purpose of founding 
at each of the Scots Universities an annual prize 
for a poem in the Scots vernacular. This, in
deed, was attacking an ancient discourager, for· 
professors or alumni of the Universities from the 
days of David Hume and Sir John Sinclair, 
through Beattie and Bain to Professor J. H. 
Millar, coiner of the term "kaiilyard school," 
had urged exactly the reverse Iline of action. 

(2) Prizes for pupils in elementary and 
secondary schools who excel in reading or 
singing the vernacular. 

(3) A course of lectures as part of the Club's 
regular winter programme, thereby keeping its 
interest a'live between festival and festival. 

In the five years that have elapsed, the movement 
has rapidly gained ground, not merely because of the 
propaganda work of the Club, but allso because the pro
posal came at what used to be called a psychological 
moment. It captured and canalised several streams of 
tendency which had been rising apparently from 
nowhere, and allowed to dissipate themselves. Not 
on1ly so, but the desire to preserve the vernacular is 
merely one current in these streams of tendency, the 
main purpose of which is to preserve what is best in 
our individualities as a people. Nor is it merely our 
national individualities which are in question: it is 
the individua~ities of all nations, which Mr. Wilson 
summed up in his historic phrase "self-determina
tion." Confronted by attempts to impose standardisa
tions, practised so intensively on the very amenable 
Teuton, the individual man and the individual nation' are 
automatical!ly setting up a species of resistance in a 

, 
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hundred and one ways: and in this country at least that 
resistance, so far from invalidating the CommonweaHh, 
actuallly strengthens it. 

This tendency applies with pecu'liar force to our 
island and to the offshoots even when transferred to 
huge continents, for the variations of our scenery, 
climate, and conditions are far greater than in any 
similar area in the wo:dd, all of them reacting on the 
dwellers therein. We cling to these differences, not 
from. any doctrinaire conservatism, but because w€ 
cannot do otherwise. A man brought up in the bleak 
Mull of Cantyre obviously cannot be the same as a man 
reared in the Garden of Kent. Faced by different con
ditions, he has to function differently, and, so function
ing, he develops the lines of thought and modes of 
expression which distinguish him from his neighbours. 

One of the most noticeable features is in the 
ma tter of expression which we eaU language in the 
main, and dialect in its particularisms, and that is 
extremely wel:l marked north of the Border, though, of 
course, it exists in the different counties of England. 

Enthusiasts for the vernacular are frequently faced 
by two questions. In the first place, we are told that 
Scots is nothing more or less than dId north English. 
Secondly, we are asked, "Why, if language is such an 
integral part of environment, is it necessary to preserve 
it deliberately?" We may answer the first point by 
noting that, even if Scots is old north English, it has 
continued to exist in its transplanted place far more 
vigorously than in its own countryside--a phenomenon 
dup1licated by French in Quebec and by many phases 
of spoken, though not of written, American. But it 
not on:Iy retains much of its original form. It has by 
constant association with a differing type of mind-and 
all language is merely the audiblle expression of thought 
-assumed a character all its own, drawing on many 
sources foreign to its original habitat. 
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Again, it is not denied that dialect tends to change
that is the inherent quality of [lie-and that it is sub
ject to tendencies to become" standardised" by inter
communication through newspapers, gramophones, 
broadcasting, and other processes. But that, we feel, 
means the loss of personality, and this sense of loss, by an 
understandable paradox, is never so acute as among 
Scotsmen who have to live furth of Scotland and who 
begin to think of the advantage of their origin by the 
very fact of their removal from its sources. 

That is really why it came about that the Vernacular 
Circle was formed, not in Scotland, but in London, and 
;why its ideas have been warmly taken up by Scotsmen 
in the colonies, who are still further removed from 
everything that stands for home in the u[timate sense. 

In one important respect London enthusiasts for the 
vernacular had a great advantage: they had not to 
waste. any time in combating the idea, prevalent in 
some social circles in Scotland, that Scots is " vulgar." 
In passing, be it noted that the word, taken in its 
original sense, is an against the theory that the ver
nacular has reached the vanishing point and is merely 
the preserve of some patriotic pedants. Of course, in 
London, which has an expressive vernacular of its own, 
immortalised by Dickens, but flouted and avoided by 
the " best people," Scots is not " vulgar" in any sense 
of the word. On the contrary, it is a rarity, and, as 
such, it forms a passport for those who can use it to 
some purpose. Instead, therefore, of having to argue 
the point, the Vernacular Circle was free to study Scots 
from many angles. It examines the principle and 
practice of the vernacular in the shape of lectures from 
specific experts, followed by discussion. It illustrates 
the vernacular in action in the shape of recitations and 
songs; and it forms a rallying point for everybody 
interested in the subject. For example, we have had 
scholars [ike Dr. Peter Giiles of Cambridge, Sir James 
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Wilson, and Professor Craigie reading papers on the 
history of the [anguage. The delight of Doric in the 
diminutive, very marked in the east coast, has been 
dealt with by an amateur ilike myself. The phonetics 
of the Doric have been expounded by Mr. Lloyd James, 
of London University, whose handling of pronunciation 
is an ideal subject for broadcasting, which has freely 
availed itself of his services. The [iterary side has been 
illuminated by Mr. John Buchan and his sister-an 
excellent mimic-and by Professor George Gordon, of 
Oxford. We have had [ectures on the musical side of 
the vernacular, for musical settings have done a great 
deal for its preservation. The spiritual side of it has 
been demonstrated in the case of a characteristic writer 
like George MacDonald, the centenary of whose birth 
gave his son-in-law, Sir Edward Troup, a topical oppor
tunity for dealing with this important side of the ques
tion, for language is, as I hav~ said, a mirror of the mind. 

There is, indeed, no end of aspects which can be 
made intensely interesting to an audience in all stages 
of cul}ture, from those who have a general enthusiasm 
for the preservation of our best idiosyncrasies to those 
who are attracted by its philo1logical evolution and its 
significance in the history of literature. The mere 
number of vernaculars, with their end[ess variations, 
presents varied points of view even in Scotland itself, 
where one district has little or no knowlledge of words 
used in another part of the. country; for example, the 
use of the word "linder" for an undervest in Kin
cardine and Aberdeenshire, the substitution of " f " for 
" wh," as in " fat" for" what," and so on. In short, 
cross-words puzzles are not in it with an attractive survey 
of our own old words. Glasgow, for examp'le, has a 
great field of its own in examining its vowelisation and 
its aversion from consonants, with the reasons (the influ
ence of Gaelic?) for the same. The whole subject, in 
fact, is absorbing when once undertaken. 
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Which leads me to say that there are influences at 
work in Scotland-which at first was either antagonistic 
or indifferent to the subject-making :for co-operation 
with the Vernacular Circle in London in taking the 
matter in hand or preserving the Doric, and :for calling 
a halt to the insensate bludgeoning of the vernacular 
by myopic prigs. It is particularly significant that the, 
Burns Federation, under the inspiring leadership of 
Sir Robert Bruce, has become enthusiastic, recognising 
that a studied knowledge of the vernacular is a direct 
tribute to Burns and an incentive to those who wish to 
carry on his tradition with something approaching the 
impress of literature, for the Circle is doing, inten
sivety and co-operatively, what Burns did in a purely 
p@rsona!l way when he captured many floating songs, 
passed them through the clarifying alembic of his own 
mind, and gave them a totally new lease of life. Indeed, 
the Vernacular Circle means to give a new lease of life to 
the Scots Tongue, as a powerful adjunct to the English 
language, which long since has had the good sense to 
borrow of our virile and expressive best. Glasgow has 
wisely taken the cue, and it is to be hoped that her example 
will be followed in an the big towns of Scotland. 

J. M. BULLocH, 
Chairman of the Vernacular Circle, 

Burns Club of London. 



A PLEA FOR THE VERNACULAR. 

Those with any intimate knowledge of SirWalter Scott 
are aware of his intense patriotism and of the strenuous
ness with which he opposed any changes that threatened 
the distinctive characteristics of Scotland. When, in 
1806, it was proposed to make certain alterations in our 
law system, he made an eiloquent speech against them at 
a meeting of the Faculty of Advocates. On the way 
home with two of the reformers, Jeffreyand another, he 
declined to have the matter treated as subject for banter. 
" No, no," he said, " 'tis no laughing matter; ~ittle by 
little, whatever your wishes may be, you wiH de'stroy 
and undermine, until nothing of what makes Scotland 
Scotland shall remain." Lockhart adds-" And so say
ing he turned round to conceall his agitation, but not 
until Mr. Jeffrey saw tears gushing down his cheek
resting his head until he recovered himseilf on the wall 
of the Mound." It is with something of the same pas
sionate regret that many contemp1late the decay of 
" braid Scots" and fear-what, however, is little likely 
to happen-its ultimate extinction. In Scott's time the 
vernacular was in common use among all classes. Brax
field was raised to the Bench in 1776, and died in 1799, 
when Scott was twenty-eight years of age. Mr. Francis 
Watt's Terrors of the Law contains a rich collection of 
Braxfield's sayings couched in the broadest Doric. When 
the Sedition Trials were on, Braxfield made light of the 
difficu'lties of trying the Reformers. "Hoot," he said, 
" just gie me J osie N orrie (Clerk of the Court and a 
master of precedents) and a guid jury, and PH due for 
the faillow " ; and of thE) Reformers he declared, " They 
wwld a' be muckle the better 0' being hangit.' , This 
kind of speech ~ed to a neat counter from Margarot. 
" Hae ye ony counsel, mon?" asked Braxfield, who, on 
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getting the answer, " No," next asked, "Dae ye want 
to hae ony appointet? " and received the reply, " No, I 
on1ly wish an interpreter to make me understand what 
your Lordship says." Dean Ramsay, who was .bor:n. 
twenty-two years after Scott, was familiar with Scottish 
gentlemen of birth and breeding who habitually spoke 
Scots. He heard one thus direct his servant to· mend 
the fire-" I think, Dauvid, we wadna be the waur 0' 

some coals," and, in another place, after giving some 
excellent examples of the vernacular, he says-" We 
must now [ook for specimens in the more retired parts of 
the country. It is no longer to be found in high p1laces. 
It has disappeared from the social circles of our cities." 
This was written in 1858, and recorded a change that the 
author had actually witnessed, for in his youth Henry 
Dundas, who became Lord Advocate, Secretary of State, 
First Lord of the Admiralty, and Viscount Melvil1le, to 
the last spoke both at the Bar and in Parliament with a 
pronounced Scottish accent and used- many Scottish 
phrases. Melville, that is to say, spoke a language dis
tinguished from standard English in two ways, by the 
quantity and quality of his voweis and consonants, and by· 
the employment of words, phrases and constructions, 
and of words in a sense, strange to English ears. 

The accent of Scotland persists, or, rather, the accents 
persist, for though, as Boswell records with surprise, 
J ohnson could not distinguish the speech of the north 
from that of the south of Scotland, a native has no diffi
culty in determining whether a fellow-countryman hails 
from Inverness, the north-east, Forfarshire, Strathearn, 
the south-west, Edinburgh, &~., and there is nothing to be 
ashamed of in a manly Scots accent, though, perhaps, it 
may be overdone, as by an excellent clergyman who, 
though he had lived much abroad, to the end began the 
Lord's Prayer, " Our Father which art in hiven." We 
oursellves are for the most part unconscious of this 
accent in ourselves, for a worthy professor of divinity 
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from Aberdeen said to an elder of the Park Church , 
Glasgow, " I hear Dr. -- is a candidate for the Park. 
He wid never do. He hiz a moast hoarible Aiberdeen 
accent." A cultured' Englishman, lecturing recently on 
English, and p'leading for correct speech, said he had no 
desire to see the virile English of the Scotsman or the 
delightful Englisll of the Irishman exchanged for the 
emascubted accent of the southern Englishman. South 
of the Tweed fun is made of the vibrant " r " heard in 
our speech, but the Scot's reading of the text, "He 
that hath ears to hear, [et him hear," is surely 'better 
than the southern, " He that hath yaws to yaw, let him 
yaw." As a matter of fact, the letter sounds as heard 
in Scotland, especiallly iit the south-west, the vocabulary 
and the constructions are more akin to the older forms 
of English than southern English is, and the student of 
" braid Scots" finds many affinities between it and the 
ancient northern English; to this day the [ast-named, as 
Mr. Malham-Dembleby's Original Tales and Ballads i" 
the Yorkshire Dialect will show, is strongly represented 
both in the familiar speech of the north of England and 
in that of the south-west of Scotland. When heard in 
its purity, the speech of Ayrshire is of singular beauty, 
and did not Ruskin say of that heard in Aberdeenshire 
that it is "the sweetest, richest, subtlest, most musical} 
of a111 the iliving dialects of Europe"? I remember 
getting a perfect example of it from a grieve. Strolling 
about the farm in the gloaming, I found him " at the 
moo' 0' a barn," where he had been busy, and asked what 
he had been doing. "Av been riddlin' some seed hey." 
Looking down, I thought I saw some movement in the 
heap, and said, "There's something crawling there." 
" Deed a sinna winner; there's naething waur nor seed 
hey :for giddrin golachs an' ither orra craiturs 0' that 
kin' ," an interesting example of a style of speech very 
common still in the country. The use of such speech 
among the educated classes, especial[y among those of 

c 
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them that dwelt in towns, began to decay as intercourse 
with England became easier and more frequent, and 
when Scottish authors began to write for an English 
audience. Thus Principal Robertson (1721-1793), the 
historian, took pains to rid his 'language of Scotticisms, 
and, while it is too much to say, as Professor Minto 
said, that his style" contains no Scotch idioms and no 
grammatical inaccuracies," he did succeed to a remark
able degree in ceasing to write like a Scot, without, 
however, learning to write like an Englishman, for his 
English, whi[e on the whole correct, is not idiomatic. 
" He had no opportunities of hearing English as it was 
spoken, and learned it almost as a foreign language from 
books." David Hume (1711-1776) exercised the same 
care. "Especial'ly was he anxious," says Minto, "to 
weed his diction of Scotticisms, inviting criticism and 
correction with a genuine desire to profit thereby." 
But all thie care could not conceal, in their case or in 
other cases, that English was not their native tongue. 
" Are there not," asks Macaulay, " in the Dissertation 
On India, the last of Mr. Robertson's works, Scotticisms 
at which a London apprentice would laugh?" And 
Hugh, fourth Earl of Marchmont (1708-1794), was taken 
for an American by a London shopkeeper, "because, 
sir, you speak neither English nor Scotch, but some
thing different from both, which, I concllude,. is the 
language of America." 

Improved means of communication between different 
parts of the island and between town and country, still 
more universal compu[sory education, have tended to 
check the use of the vernacular, and, although even in 
our towns there are many incomers that hold fast by it, 
there are others for whom the pressure of the environ
ment is too strong. I recall the case of a farm servant 
who came to Aberdeen, and by and by found himself 
proprietor of a restaurant, where he felt he must part 
company with the Doric. His strugg[es were amusing at 
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the stage where he would shout down the service lift, 
" Send up twa beefsteaks not too sair overdeen." But 
those that live in towns must not fal,l into the error of 
assuming that the vernacular is near extinction. Even 
in the towns its accents are preserved, while in the 
country districts it is freely used. When the Scottish 
Branch of the English Association was formed, I urged 
at the meeting in Glasgow University, where the first 
steps were taken, that part of its work should be to 
collect Scots words and phrases still in use and not pre
viously listed, with a view to preserving them before the 
influences referred to above should have put them beyond 
recovery. The result is one of the things I look back 
upon with most satisfaction. In December, 1901, a 
committee of four, of which I was one, was appointed 
"to arrange for the collection of materials in the 
Scottish dialect," the convener being Mr. W. Grant, 
Aberdeen, whose unwearied, skilfu:l, and patriotic efforts 
to realise the purpose of the committee are beyond praise. 
There He before me four pampMets, containing between 
two and three thousand Scots words and phrases in living 
use and not hitherto listed. And, further, what is 
equally important, steps have been taken to secure exact 
phonetic and gramophone records of the pronunciation. 
If I add that Dr. Craigie is superintending the compila
tion of a Scots dictionary that shall deal with the 
language down to a date in the eighteenth century, and 
that the work of the committee just referred to is like[y 
to issue in a dictionary that shall be a modern " J amie
son," my fellow-Scots may feell assured that the 
language they cherish so fondly is not being neglected 
or in danger of early death. Apart from sentimental 
considerations, familiarity with Scots has a scientific 
va[ue. As the Rev. James Meikle, Alyth, has just 
pointed out in his excellent Places and Place-names 
Round AliJth, the investigation of place-names is best 
conducted by a native, who, other qualifications being 
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assumed, has the advantage of fami'liarity with local 
pronunciation, which is often traditional, and something 
of the same holds good with regard to general etymology. 
It must strike every observer that while, to some extent, 
the speech of Scotland is being approximated to that of 
England, that of England, in its writtel!l. form, is bor
rowing something from its northern re:lative. From 
time to time one notes in it Scottish words and forms of 
language that are not aHogether explained by the 
presence of Scots in El!I.gland; there is now a more general 
recognition of the pithiness of expressiveness of dialectal 
forms. 

The spread of education, involving what is a compara
tiveily recent thing in England, the scientific study of 
English, has raised dialect out of the class of things to 
be condemned as "vu!lgar." When Sir James Murray, 
a Scot (shades of Dr. Johnson I), undertook in 1879 the 
editing of the New English Dictiona"y, he set his hand 
to a work that had as a corollary the preservation of 
what lay beyond the frontiers of standard English. For 
the investigation of this speedily revealled the wealth of 
expressive language it could not be held to include. 
The greatness of this was revealed some sixteen to twenty
five years ~ater, when Dr. Joseph Wright publlished his 
English Dialect Dictionary (1896-1905) and Engli,h 
Dialect Grammar (1905). The language of Scotland also 
came into its own, and the older Scottish writers were 
more generally studied, so that" a blaud of Davie Lind
say" became as familiar to many a schoolboy as it was 
to Dougal MacCallum. Such books as Mr. GregOl'J 
Smith's Specimens 01 Middle Scots, Miss Westergaard's 
Stuilies in Preft:ees and Sufft,a:es in Middle Scottish, and 
Mr. Robb's A Book 0/ Scots indicate a new attitude 
towards the vernacu!lar. It has now a recognised place 
in the school curriculum; both the language and the 
literature receive attention. A teacheJ' does not hesita.te 
to use it in order to make his meall.il!l.g cleue:r, neU if 
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he does not employ it as a medium of instruction, al!l'my 
old mathematical tutor, Dr. David Rennet (" Davie " 
of honoured and beloved memory), at times did. Noth
ing could excel his introduction to an exposition of how 
light is reflected. "N 00, jist imagin' a ray 0' Hcht to 
come stottin' on tiill a troch. 0' traicle." The attitude 
to-day towards the vernacular is strikingly different from 
that of some of Burns's contemporaries. Dr. Moore, 
.for some time a well-known citizen of Glasgow, and 
himself an auth.or of repute, in a letter to Burns, praises 
the felicity of his songli, and then proceeds to advise 
him to write in English and to eschew a provinciaJl dia
ilect, lest he should limit the number of his readers. 
Dr. Moore seems to have been of the mind of Mr. Casson, 
"They're cur'ous talkers i' this country sir; the 
gentry's hard work to hunderstand 'em." More excus
ably, Cowper complains of Burns's language, "His 
candle is bright, but shut up in a dark lantern," and 
wishes our poet would "content himself with writing 
pure English, in which he appears perfectly qualified to 
excel." The facts stated above with regard to the 
attention paid to the study and the preservation 'of the 
vernacular are gratifying; not less so is the extent to 
which it is used both in prose and in verse. In my own 
county, Aberdeenshire, there is a remarkable production 
of plays in the Buchan diallect, and these are being acted 
to enthusiastic audiences. MOl'e widely known are the 
poems of Dr. Charles Murray, Mrs. Violet Jacob, Miss 
Mary Symon, Dr. Neil Munro, and others. 

The Burns Olubs have done and are doing much to 
keep the vernacular alive, especiaiJly in centres where 
it is expol!led to adverse influences. Most of them, by 
means of ilectures and song recitals, maintain interest in 
the national poets and lyrists, and, from experience, I 
can vouch for a widelly diffused reading of our poetry 
from the time of Burns and for an extensive acquaint
ance with our songs. There is room, however, for some 
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enterprise in the way of exciting interest in the prose 
writers that have handled the vernacular in masterly 
fashion; lovers of it will not regret spending hours over 
the tales of Galt, Miss Ferrier, Hogg, " Delta," George 
Macdonald, Dr. Alexander, to mention on!J.y those that 
belong to an older time; the moderns, such as Crockett, 
Barrie, "Hugh Foulis," and Stevenson, are ~ess likely 
to be neglected. The schools can do a good deal to foster 
such reading, but the ~xtent to which they will go wiliJ. 
be affected by the interest taken by teachers and Educa
tion Authorities in promoting the study of the vernacu
lar, and the Burns Federation might help in this direc
tion by approaching the Scottish Education Department 
with a view to enlisting its sympathy in favour of 
fostering the study of Scottish history and !literature 
at the training centres, and by pressing on Education 
Authorities the desirability of securing attention to these 
subjects in the schools. As a matter of fact, Burns 
Clubs, by means of competitive exhibitions in facility in 
the vernacular among pupils, have done fine service to 
the cause. It is hard!J.y necessary to say that it is par
ticularly desirable to promote acquaintance with the 
vernacu1lar in schoo'la where the children have limited 
opportunities of hearing it spoken elsewhere. Addi
tional proof of the extent to which "braid Scots" is 
still familiar to the lips of many is found in Mrs. 
Beaton's admirable volume, At the Back of Benachie, 
and in the recent issues of compositions in it, both prose 
and verse, under the auspices of the Vernacular Circle 
of the London Burns Club. Reviewing the whole situa
tion, one finds the vernacular still strong and healthy, 
and capable of reacting vigorously to well-directed 
efforts to foster it; a speech so virile and expressive has 
in it the seeds of a long life. 

A. M. WILLIAMS, 

Hon. Vice-President, Sir Walter Scott Club. 



SCHOOL CHILDREN'S COMPETITIONS: 
A BURNS CLUB'S EXPERIENCES. 

At the recent Conference of the Council of the 
Federation the trend of the discourse and argument on 
the President's resolution anent the preserving of the 
Scottish vernacular seemed to get mixed up with what 
was to come later-the Report on School Children's Com
petitions. There was a unanimous opinion that some
thing should be done in the matter, and that any avenue 
which would lead to success, ever so sma'll though it be, 
should be explored. The view that seemed to come :first 
in everyone's mind was to make, if possible, the study 
of the vernacular part of the school curriculum. And 
with that end in view it was intimated from the Chair 
that the Scottish Education Department had been 
approached, and that the President of the Federation had 
been invited to offer suggestions for discussion between 
the Secretary of the Department and the Chief Inspectors 
of Schools. This was heartening news for delegates. 

Perhaps the actual experiences of a Burns Club in 
endeavouring to carry out the wishes and recommenda
tions of the Executive of the Federation with regard to 
School Competitions may be interesting as well as in
structive. Three years ago this work was first attempted 
in a group of four schoo'ls in a country town. The Edu
cati.on Authority was asked for, and gave, permission 
to approach the Headmasters for their co-operation and 
assistance. These gentlemen were most sympathetic, 
and they in turn solicited the help of their 
staffs. Everything went as merry as a marriage 
bell, and enthusiasm was rife. The preparation 
was left with the teachers and their scholars. 
The selection of tho~e who were to go forward 



I 

~ 

40 SCHOOL CHILDREN'S COMPETITIONS 

to the finals was left to the children themselves. In 
making their choice they were told what to look for
good and bad points-and were at the end asked to write 
down their choice in order of merit. This was highly 
educational, as well as a valuable exercise in apprecia
tion. The results were most satisfactory. Meanwhille 
the Burns Club also was active. A hall was booked and 
a public concert arranged. A well-known Edinburgh 
artist was secured as adjudicator, and his expenses were 
paid. The slogan was "Come and hear the bairns." 
The public came--over nine hundred of them. The 
venture was a huge success. Gold medals were given to 
the winners, and book prizes to all who appeared in the 
finals. The scheme cost over £80. 

Was everybody satisfied? No! Mothers of unsuc
cessful bairns were loud in their denunciations, and 
teacher jea'lousies crept in, perhaps because one schooll 
was more successful than others. It was good to know 
that the children themselves were real " sports " in the 
whole matter. We heard a1;1 these things and many 
more. 

Factors that arose to create difficulties were evident. 
Every school does not have on its staff one eminently 
suited for the production of a first-class platform show. 
Any schooll having such is bound to have an advantage 
over the others. Again, it is not every teacher who wiU 
enter into competition with his or her OOlleagues. There 
are ". back-deskers " in every walk of life, and wise is the 
one who knows, and admits, persona~ limitations. It 
may happen tha.t the teachers, however willing, may 
not be able to take up such work in the vernacular 
because they themselves have lit!le knowledge of it; it 
may happen, too, that the Headmaster is not very sym
pathetic, and his apathy may well be communicated to 
his staff. Tlie Hon. Secretary of Chilldren's Competi
tions could cite such cases. The writer has heard him 
speak of a socialistic Headmaster who succeeded an 
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enthusiastic Burns admirer. The successor refused to 
countenance such work. His view was" I'm here to 
look after the school and to teach the scho'lars, and I'm 
not going to do any more." The other side of the 
picture is more cheering. There are many teachers 
who, without incentive from any outside source, but 
simply from a real Ilove of their ain mither tongue, can 
find a place for an odd lesson in the generall run of their 
work. 

Next year we again brought our proposails forward. 
There was little encouragement, except in isolated cases, 
among the teachers. The seed of jealousy had flourished 
and animosity was rife. However, we determined to 
carry on. The Headmasters kindly announced the com
petitions and gave the lists of selected pieces, and the 
competition was advertised. In view of events, a smaller 
thing was made of it, and the very young ones were ~e£t 
out. Senior professional artists were brought in to 
make up the programme. The children themselves were 
enthusiastic, and most competitors showed the results of 
coaching. Two adjudicators were required-one for 
elocution and one for singing-and they spent a long 
preliminary session in picking out those who should go 
forward to the finals at the concert. Medal}s and booka 
were again given. 

The public again turned out to support us, but it 
was not just the success of the previous year. We 
wanted more wholehearted support from the schools. 
Recognising this, a meeting was arranged between the 
Club and the Headmasters concerned. One thing 
emerged clear and outstanding from the discussion-the 
teachers would have nothing whatever to do with the 
thing if there were to be medals for prizes. They under
took, however, to arrange a meeting of the stafis con
cerned and to find out just the cause or causes for the 
falling off in support. This meeting was very tactfuUy 
guided by an enthusiastic Club member towards a. favour-
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able settlement. It was this. The teachers would do 
something for us if we would drop the medall prizes and 
would have no competition between schools; they sug
gested that we should provide book prizes to each school 
for competition in several sections, and that the winners, 
with perhaps others, might come forward to give a 
concert, at which there would be no prizes. The psycho
logical aspect of competitions entered largely into the 
whole discussion, and the decisions arrived at were based 
on that viewpoint. 

Thus we have had to waive our point on the giving 
of medals. But that is a smal[ thing compared with 
our gain. We are thus enabled to continue to do some
thing definite along the same lines. 

But why make the school staffs the panacea for our 
ills? Why make others bear our burden? The schooll 
curriculum is more than full. However, a new view
point is on the horizon in the awakened interest of the 
Scottish Education Department. Nevertheless, what is 
to hinder members of Burns Clubs, who in many cases 
are parents, themselves doing something if they are as 
keen as they profess themse'lves to be? They may not 
feel versed in much beyond the " Three R's," but being 
versed in these is sufficient to enable them to do some
thing,. and their something, [ittle though it be, coupled 
with all the other efforts, may make a very big whole. 
In every Scottish home there is still a [ove for the old 
national songs. The range of these songs is wide. There 
is something somewhere in them to appeal to the healthy 
Scottish child. Every child is something of a poet; 
every child is more or less musicall; every chiild is a 
patriot at heart. The most undiscerning and bigoted 
critic cannot maintain ~is charge that the vernacular, 
as preserved in the Scottish songs, is "vulgar." And 
if the young ones are encouraged to love and revere the 
masterpieces of Scottish song, to the exclusion of the 
cheap modern rubbish of the music-hal1ls, surely the seed 
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so planted will in its own good time come to fruition. 
And not alone through music can this end be achieved. 
The wise parent who keeps an eye on' his child's reading 
can have no qualms in placing in his hands the works 
of Sir WaIter Scott, who, at a time' when our mother 
tongue was in disfavour, rescued it from the extinction 
which threatened it. And [ast, but not Ileast, would we 
had more Scottish parents who would realise that in the 
writings of our Immortal Bard lies the materiall that win 
foster in the future citizen many virtues which too often 
are allowed to, decay with the advancing years. 

Musical Festivals are another avenue of approach, 
though we, as a Olub, have had little success in that way. 
For the past two years a gold medal has been given to 
our County Festival for competition in the adult (over 
twenty) Elocution competition (Scottish). The support 
has been poor. But that does not mean that there has 
been no good in it. We shall continue our support, so 
that in time, when the efforts and propaganda work of the 
Federation have borne fruit, we shall find in keener 
competition a consolation for the lean times of yesterday, 

FRANK TAYLOR. 

I 



SCOTTISH POETRY OF TO-DAY. 

:Many genuine lovers of Burns see little distinction 
between what is good and bad in their own Poet's work, 
and, consequently, cannot win from his best the highest 
pleasure that it gives. A simple illustration will prove 
that this must be so. In any craft-that of joiner, 
mason, or plumber-only the man who understands good 
workmanship finds enjoyment in it, whiJle tlie man who 
tolerates bad work spoils the workman. So in poetry; 
if we are content to accept as poetry anything that runs 
smoothly, rhymes passably, and expresses some simple 
human feeling, then we are demanding too little from 
the poet. But worse follows; for we ~ower the standard 
of production, breed poor poets, and discourage those 
who might be something better, when they discover that 
in their own country the fourth-rate versifier and the 
genuine poet are lumped together, with a local prefer
ence for the former. It is even more discouraging from 
the financial side, for it is safe to say that a local poet 
wiN probably clear expenses when a real poet will lose, 
for it is the miserable truth that in Scotland scarcelly 
any publisher will publish poetry at his own risk. He 
dare not do so, for poetry is not bought in Scotland. But 
poets, unless they have private means, cannot go on 
publishing at their own expense indefinitely, and so, as 
their hoped-for public fails them, their early enthusiasm 
is crushed, and the vein of poetry within them is no 
longer worked. This is one simple exp1lanation of the 
tragic poverty of Scottish poetry for scores of years. 
Yet during those years Scotland has gone on placidly 
satisfied with the accomplishment of Burns, 8S if a 
country had any right to pride when its present cannot 
match its past, as if monuments to the dead and praises 
of the dead were sufficient compensation for the lack of 
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living men who might merit either monument or praise. 
That long period of stagnation is past, I trust; for, if 
poetry does not oontinue among us as a living force, as 
a newly created and freshly living thing, then poetically 
we shall be dead, whatever professions of reverence we 
make for a past which we no ~onger try to be worthy of. 

WHAT IS A POElf? 

I hope to give, in the oourse of this paper, some reasoD. 
for that trust, but first I must state what demands I 
make from a poet's work before I acoept it as poetry. 
First-what is a poem? It is the record of an experi
enoe which gives us the thrill of that experience. In 
actu~ practice it has been found that the poetic form is 
that which most perfectly creates in the reader the 
intensity and the reallity of the experience itself. The 
first test, therefore, is the creation within us of the feel
ing that the poet is giving us something out of real life. 
But real life is a very varied thing, and experience may 
range from a mild flirtation to a love affair which means 
life and death, from a congregational meeting to a 
martyrdom, from voting at a School Board election to 
[eading a revolution, from rowing in a boat to ship
~eck, from the death of a sparrow to a mining disaster; 
and on all these subjects poems have been written, per
fect in their way, and on alII these hundreds of verses 
have been written, worse in their kind than the worst 
jeny-built house. When the work is poor, the subject 
does not matter; when the work is good, the thrill is 
ll\easuroo by the greatness of the subject. Whoever is 
re.ading this paper may take his own life as a guide. 
He knows what have been the great, the exciting 
moments in it. Out of these, if he had been a. poet, he 
ll\ight have wrought a poem which would have made 
other men feel his experience as their own-to the 
enriching of their own lives. That is the ultimate test. 
If ~ poem brings no imaginative enrichment of our 
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experience, we might as well be watching a third-rate 
football match for all the good it does us. Contrariwise, 
that is why a great poem seems so wonderful. It is 
because it is a new experience to us. It is as surprising 
as a railway accident, or, rather, as first love or spiritual 
conversion. We are never entire'ly the same after it. 
But a still stranger thing happens: we do not need 
to think the poet right. He may be Christian, Turk, 
or atheist j saint or sinner j passionate Tory or passionate 
democrat j ~over or hater: all that matters is the great
ness of that experience and the intensity with which he 
makes it ours. And as death or heart-break is the most 
moving of all human experiences, we have in that fact 
the reason why tragic poetry is the greatest of all. That 
is why " Ye Banks and Braes " is of a loftier order of 
poetry than " A Man's a Man for a' that" j and why 
the lines-

" For sae I sat, and sae I sang, 
And wist na 0' my fate," 

or, 
" And ilka bird sang 0' its Luve, 

And sae did I 0' mine," 

are pure and great poetry. They are the cry of a shatter
ing experience, and as we hear them-if we do hear 
them-it is as if a [ightning :O.ash had revealed a 
tragedy in the dark. Yet there is nothing new in " Ye 
Banks and Braes": there is little new in the worM. 
But every oldest delight or disaster is new to each man 
or woman who experiences it, and it is this sense of 
vivid newness that poetry gives to the imagination. If 
a poem does not give me that, I don't care a straw what 
it gives. It may be humorous, tender, satirical, or 
tragic, but I demand that it be as alive as I am when I 
am most aJlive. All other verse had be~t be :O.ung into 
the ash-bucket of oblivion, for the more it abounds the 
more it dulls' the :O.ame of true poetry. 

I shall not attempt to appraise criticaNy the poets 
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whom I intend to dea:l with in this paper. I am writing 
here, not to criticise, not to try to fix the measure of 
their importance, but simp'ly to show that genuine 
poetry, according to my standard, is being written 
to-day, and to prove that there are poets living who are 
not content merely to walk in the old furrows. If my 
standard is right, then whatever I quote should stir in 
my readers some pleasurable surprise. 

Why I do not know, but the first two poems that rise 
before me as I write are Pittendrigh Macgillivray's 
"Mercy 0' Gode" and Edwin Muir's " Ballad of the 
Flood." They are as different as night from day, in 
subject and treatment; yet they are allike in their 
definiteness, alike in the singling out of folk who in 
brief space are endowed with life and character, allike in 
this, that we are shown a sharpened vision of a portion 
of ~ife, or of life in one transcendent moment. 

" The Mercy 0' Gode" tells of " twa bodachs,'" of 
the gangrel kind, who sat down one day on a table-stane-
in a Kirkyaird and started a discuesion about a " First 
Cause" : 

" Twa broken auld men wi' little but jaw
Faur better awa': 
Aye-better awa' : 

Yawmerin' ower things that nane can tell, 
The yin for a Heaven, the ither for Hen; 
Wi' nae mair in tune than a crackit bell-

A crackit bell, 
Atween the twa. 

" Dour Baldy he barkit in praise 0' the Lord
, The po'er 0' Gode, 
An' the wull 0' Gode ' ; 

But Stumpie believ't nor in Gode nor man, 
Thocht life but a fecht withoot ony plan, 
An' the best nae mair nor a flash i' the pan-

A flash i' the pan, 
In darkness smored."* 

* The italios are mine. 
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Th~ poem dwel1ls on the tragic irony of the picture pre
sented by them, " twa dune auld men~naither bite nor 
bed," compelled by fate to rest among the deid-a life 
problem " iil.:! to redd." It closes thus: 

" But as ni~ht drave on I had needs tak the road, 
Fell gled 0' ma dog-
The love 0' ma. dog: . 

An' tho' nane wad h,ae me that day at the fair, 
I raither't the hill for a houff than in there 
'Neth a table-stane, on a deid man's lair-

A deid man's lair
Mercy 0' Gode I " 

In the poem there is not one forced note, not one that is 
not passionately alive, though the passion, being that of 
wondering pity, is deep, not clamorous. Its art is a 
powerful factor in the creation of the impression made: 
the lines come like spoken thought-it is a living voice 
we hear. . 

" The Ba!llad of the Flood" is exactly what its title 
!!lays, and is one of the few modern ballads I have 
read which make any approach to the visionary power 
of the old Scottish ballads. It is a singularly vivid 
temng of the Bible story. I select from its thirty-seven 
stanzas these six, which reve~ one in_cident with startling 
distinctiveness-

" The first day that auld Noah sailed, 
The green trees floated by, 
The second day that auld Noah sailed, 
He heard a woman's cry. 

" And tables set wi' meats were there, 
Gowd beakers set wi' wine, 
And twa lovers on a silken couch 
A-sailing on the brine. 

" They soomed upon the hameless sea, 
And sad, sad were their een, 
• 0 tak me in thy ship, auld man, 
And I'll please thee, I ween.' 
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cc , Haud off, haud off,' auld Noah cried, 
, Ye come na in tae me, 
Droon deep, droon deep, ye harJ.ot £ause, 
Ye wadna list to me.' 

cc She wrang her hands, she kissed her mate, 
She lap into the sea, 
But Noah turned and laughed fu' [oud: 
'To hell I wat gang ye! 

cc , To hell the hale wO:r'ld gangs this day, 
But and my folk sae gude. 
Sail on, sail on till Ararat 
Lifts up aboon the :flood.' " 

49 

The rest of the ballad has the same vividness of narra
tion and emotion, and as we read we have a singularly 
sharp sense of a far-off past being brought before our 
own eyes, allive as we ourselves are alive. Take this: 
the world is sinking below the waters-

cc The beasts they hid amang the shaws, 
And loud and sair cried they, 
They sabbed and maned the leelang night, 
And focht the leelang day." 

We can see that desperate fight, for the poet saw it. 

CHARLES MURRAY. 

It will probably be expected that in this paper I 
should make some reference at least to Charles Murray 
and Violet J acob. But I need not say much. When 
Murray's Hamewith appeared it brought a new province 
into Scottish poetry-Buchan-and the fascination of 
the comparatively unknown dialect considerably he[ped 
the vogue of the poet, whitle it for a time obscured the' 
fact that much of the materia!l or substance was merely 
as dId wine in new bottles. Yet" The Whistle," "It 
wasna his wyte he was late," and" The Deil an' the 
Deevilock" must be credited with individuality j "A 
Green Yule " was far ahead of most contemporary Scots 
verse j and, generally speaking, Murray was distin-

D 
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guished, as distinction went then, distinguished as no 
one had been for years. Yet a certain John Davidson, 
who had come and gone and apparently failed, stood for 
something more significantly Scottish, and still~ stands, 
though his country pays him [ittle heed. But the 
memory of John Davidson can wait: the fates are not 
altogether unjust-or will not be atllowed to be; he does 
not, however, come within the scope of this paper. 

VIOLET lACOB. 

In 1915 came Songs of A.ngus, by Violet J acob, with 
some half a dozen poems of peculiar excellence. "Tam 
i' the Kirk" was the pearl of the book, though " The 
Gowk," "The Whustlin' Lad," and others had a 
delightful wit intermingled with their humour. There 
entered, too, into her work a lyricall poignancy absent 
from Murray's, for a woman gifted with humour and the 
ability to regard her own sex as a spectator has an 
advantage over a man when it comes to the touches that 
reveall feminine character. For even the acutest or 
wisest man is, after all, merely guessing. It seems to 
me, therefore, that there is a more lasting quaility in 
her work. 

But in the poetry of both Charles Murray and Violet 
J acob there is something from which the coming Scottish 
poets must liberate themselves. They must cease sing
ing for ever about a day that is dead-not because I say 
it, but for their own salvation. The home hills, the old 
days at school, the places hallowed by sentiment, country 
life seen in retrospect-these have been the themes of 
innumera'Me verses that differed in nothing but 
geography. Now the yearning for home is one of the 
most vital of human instincts, the love of it the root of 
aliI true patriotism. If these feelings are, however, a 
mere sentimentality, and not a deep passion, they tend to 
a slackening of thought. Artistry grows flabby as 
the emotional impulse fails in power, and when neither 
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passionate art nor a passionate heart is driving the poet, 
poetry trickles out into thin verse. So the Ilocal poet 
comes into his pale kingdom and rules in thowlless state. 
What oppresses me in reading all this poetry of place is 
that it seems to be written by old men or exiles; even its 
humour seems a chuckling over ancient humours, which 
take on a romantic charm when regarded through the 
rosy-tinted glasses of memory. But the great emotions, 
pride and love or contempt and hate, do not sweep 
through one in a thousand of verses so-inspired, must I 
say?-and onlly old cronies are kindled, and even these 
to but a momentary flicker of fire. Scottish poetry, if 
it is to come to anything, must- cut the painter that binds 
it to the past, and sai[ out into the deeps of the living 
worlld around it. The apron-strings of even the kindliest 
mother will fetter the growing son, but the poetic cords 
of the finest past are a hangman's rope. To be worthy 
of Scotland her poets must create her afresh, seeing her 
as she is, accepting her past as a driving force or as a 
stimulus to rivalry in new fields of endeavour, lighting 
their own torch at the ancient fires, not merely holding 
up a mirror to reflect these. 

DR. PITTENDRIGH lUCGILLIVRAY. 

It is here that the poetry of Pittendrigh Yacgillivray 
comes in as a partial bridge between the old poetry and 
the. new-if any new is to come. It contains all the 
dId elements, but its texture is incomparably firmer. 
Sculpture probably taught him that, for he is the King's 
Sculptor for Scotland; it has probably, too, given him 
the boldness to tackle daring themes, such as " A Woman 
in the Street: Edina, 1915 " and " The Gossip 0' 't," 
with a directness that is consummate art. Four verses 
from the former must suffice me by way of proof-

" 0 bonnie lad wi' the kiilt sae braw 
An' tossel't sporran swingin'-
Wi' dirk at the hip, an' ribbons rid; 
Ye set my hert a-singin'. 
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" What are ye like that's brave an' fine!
The Muir-cock or the Eagle? 
Your bonnet sets just Ilike a comb, 
Your pride is IIike the deevil ! 

" Och! sair I grudge ye to the trenches, IIad: 
Few flesh an' bane are like ye; 
Your knees are hard, your e'en'are clean
For you I'd fecht-God strike me ! 

" Ye wanton rogue! but I love your swing, 
An' weel I guess your fettle! 
For a swatch 0' you I'd face my bit-
Proud to beget sic metal." 

It is the virillity of work like this that takes me; yet 
along with this goes as passionate a tenderness, the 
tenderness of strength, not of sentimentality. Unfor
tunately for the general reader, the poet's book, Bog 
Myrtle and Peat Reek, was published privately, and at 
a price that put it beyond the most of us. 

EDWIN MUm. 

The first sign of anything entirely new came in the 
spring of 1925 with th~ publication of First Poems, by 
Edwin Muir, to whose" BaUad of the Flood" I have 
already referred. Not that it was entirely original. A 
very young listener, to whom I read it, said, in answer 
to my inquiry what it resembled, "Sir Patrick Spens 
and The Ancient Mariner." That was true, but I was 
not greatly concerned, for, whatever its forerunners, it 
fell on my ears as something fresh and blissful1ly living. 
A good deal of Mr. Muir's work is laboured, especiailly 
when he uses formal measures, but he never touches the 
ball[ad measure without vitalising and spiritualising it, 
while his ballads in Scots are the truest to the ancient 
manner I have read for many a day. For the old 
ballads had a magic that modern imitations lack, but 
Mr. Muir has just that element of intense vision of 
reaility without which the old magic could not be. 
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HUGH lI'DIARlIID. 

But the most signal event of the year, and of many 
years, has been the appearance of Hugh M'Diarmid's 
San!Jschaw. Before dealing with the book in detail, let 
me quote what I have aJlready written about one poem 
in it-" Mr. Hugh M'Diarmid's [ittle snatch of eight 
lines, 'The Bonnie Broukit Bairn,' is that rarest of 
things, a poem not to be measured by its length
humour, wit, magic, and revelation mingled as in an 
April rainbow." Here it is: 

" Mars is braw in crammasy, 
Venus in a green sn goun, _ 
The auld mune shak's her gowden feathers, 
Their starry ta1lk's a wheen 0' blethers, 
N ane for thee a thochtie sparin', 
Earth, thou bonnie broukit bairn! 
-But !Jreet, an' in your tears ye'll Moon 
The haill clanjamfrie! " 

One critic has called that mystical I-a word which they 
are applying now to every poetic revelation even of 
simplest human truth. The above poem merely means 
that the weeping earth is bonnier than all the planets 
put together, but I cannot imagine that most natural 
thought being expressed more exquisitely and, at the 
same time, more triumphantly. The last two lines are 
the confident challenge of a lover, and the whole is no 
more mysticaJI than any field of daisies is to children. 
The same thing holds true of the beautifu[ song, "0 
Jeau Parvule," the loveliness of which is quite inde
pendent of its Christian element, and wholly dependent 
on its humanity. The former of itself could not make 
any poem beautiful-no belief ever has! But Mr. 
M'Diarmid has the gift-which is a purely poetic one
of making thought luminous. I can best compare the 
effect he obtains to that of a rocket on a pitch-black 
night, when, having shot up into the darkness, it breaks 
in a shower of light which fills the sky with wonder. 
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That light appears non-earthly; but that does not mean 
that it is celestiaL So the light that never was on sea 
or land, the light shed on us by the poetic imagination, 
fills our inward being with its glory. In that moment 
we ascend to the highest point of merely human attain
ment; its felicity is the gift of art, and is as totally 
different from the felicity of the saints as it is from 
material triumph. It is the glow of thought in a man; 
it represents a moment of shining experience in his life, 
and we kindle to that experience, even if we differ from 
the man in creed and race. It is by virtue of that that 
the arts are one while everything else is different, for 
life is one though Ilives differ. The whole of Mr. 
M'Diarmid's book is a witness to his possession of this, 
the supreme poetic gift. In his poetry this is almost 
entirely revealed in brief lyric, the most condensed form 
of poetic art, as the epigram is the most concentrated 
form of thought; and the lyrics in Sangschaw have alike 
the pointedness of epigram and the sudden brightness of 
imagination. Let me quote, as exemplifying this, " The 
Man in the Moon " : 

" The moonbeams kelter i' the [ift, 
An' Earth, the bare auld stane, 
Glitters beneath the seas 0' Space, 
White as a mammoth's bane. 

" An lifted owre the gowden wave, 
Peers a dumfoun'ered Thocht, 
Wi' keethin' sicht 0' a' there is, 
An' bodily sicht 0' nocht." 

Some of this WJ!U be verbalUy unintelligible to most 
Scots, and this leads me to refer to the outstanding 
novelty in the poet's use of the vernacular. Whether he 
got his strange words out of J amieson or not, or from 
varied acquaintance with different dialects of the Scot
tish tong~e, I do not know and I do not care. But he 
has drawn on all for his vocabulary, and they are as 
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alien to me as many of the words in the poetry of Burns. 
That, however, presents no difficulty, or, rather, is not a 
hindrance, to anyone who is familiar with foreign 
poetry; while as a Scot, I find myself taking to it as 
naturally as, being Glasgow-born, I take to ships. Take 
this single line: 

" Earth's littered wi' [arochs 0' Empires." 

I had never heard of "larochs " tiill I came across it 
here, but when I learned its meaning-sites-I felt I 
had made a discovery. There was something infinite1ly 
satisfying about it, a suggestion of wreck, but more 
ruinous even than wreck. So with his other loot of the 
past. Wherever he got his treasure, he has made it his 
own, livingly and imaginatively, and one of the greatest 
p1leasures I have found in his poetry has lain in his 
revelation of the power and significance of words once 
unknown to me, of words as valuable to us sti'll as mirk 
or thrawn or glower. If I add to all this the fact that 
M'Diarmid has humour, boldness, and, if need be, the 
grim realism that in Scots goes cheek by jowl with pure 
imaginative vision, I shall have said enough to prove 
that Sangschaw is entirely out of the ruck of what has 
so long passed for poetry in Scotland. It has given me 
the greatest delight, and I measure poetry by delight, 
and delight only. 

I have not thought it advisable in this paper to try 
to cover aill the ground. I have not referred to N eil 
Munro's poetry at all, for it holds a province of its own 
and holds it with distinction. Moreover, many writers 
have written single poems or a few indicative of a 
changed outlook, a bolder presentation of reality, and a 
genuine eagerness to catch the spiritual significance of 
life to-day. Some of these have published, but they 
have still, in my opinion, to make good their claim to be 
regarded as poets of national standing. There are others, 
again, such as Rachel Anand Taylor, Alexander Gray, 
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the translator of Heine into Scots, and John Ferguson, 
the author of Thyrea, who have done individuaJI work in 
a special line, but with whom I could not have dealt 
without going beyond my immediate purpose, which was 
to give some idea of the general change in the trend of 
Scottish poetry_ 1926 will show us whether that is 
likely to be permanent or not. But it is devoutly to be 
hoped it will, for true poetical activity is the surest sign 
of living nationality. ROBERT BAIN. 

NOTE. 
A notice of A Book of Twentieth-century Scots Verse, 

selected by Mr. William Robb-which was published 
after Mr. Bain's article was completed-will be found 
among Reviews of new books, infra. 



ASSOCIATION FORMED AT GLASGOW. 

At a representative meeting of Scottish Societies held 
in the Central Ha'Ns, Glasgow, on 22nd October, 1925, 
it was unanimously resolved to establish for Glasgow and 
district an Association for the purpose of preserving the 
Scots vernacubr. 

There was a large attendance, and the chairman (Sir 
Robert Bruce, President of the Burns Federation) was 
accompanied to the p'latform by Professor John Glaister, 
Sheriff P. J. Blair, Mr. A. M. Williams, Mr. George 
Eyre-Todd, Mr. Thomas Killin, Mr. J. Jeffrey Hunter, 
Mr. R. J. Maclennan, and Mr. Tod Ritchie. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from, among 
others, Principal Sir Dona'ld MacA:lister, who expressed 
the hope that measures would be proposed which would 
make for the better cultivation of our national speech. 
Professor R. S. Rait, who sent a word of sympathy and 
support, hoped that they would secure the active help of 
the teaching profession. 

The Chairman, who proposed the resolution that the 
meeting resolves to establish for Glasgow and district 
an Association for the preservation of the Scots vernacu
lar, recalled the fact that at the recent conference of the 
Burns Federation in Edinburgh the suggestion was made 
that it might be very desirable that each group of Burns 
Clubs should form a Vernacular Circ:le on the lines of 
the Circle that had been so great a success in London. 
That advice, he understood, was being followed in various 
parts of Scotland, but they in Glasgow should have " a 
guid conceit 0' theInJ;lelves "-they ought to attempt 
something bigger in a city which was the centre from 
which a large number of societies were devoting them
selves to various aspects of the study of Scottish life and 
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character and literature. While it was true that the 
movement had started with the Burns Federation, he 
did not desire it to be supposed that the Federation 
claimed any parentage at all in the matter. The subject 
was too wide to be under the auspices of anyone Scottish 
organisation. The meeting had been called, not to 
form a Oircle, but an Association, for Glasgow and 
district. Speaking in regard to the general aspect of the 
matter, he a111uded to the effort of the Burns Federation 
to get the school teachers interested in the vernacular 
literature. Many teachers were already enthusiasts, 
and he mentioned the very sympathetic attitude of the 
Scottish Education Department and the Ohief Inspectors. 
They were starting under the happiest auspices. Prin
cipal Sir Donald MacAlister had greatly encouraged them 
by consenting to become Honorary President, and Pro
fessor Rait and Professor Macneille Dixon had agreed to 
work with them. 

Mr. A. M. Williams, who seconded the resolution, said 
that what they wanted was not to attempt to get people 
to speak the Scots tongue, but to make sure that it was 
not forgotten, and that their young people should have 
an opportunity of being able to read the best in our 
Scottish prose and verse. It was in a great city like 
Glasgow that the problem pressed itself upon them, 
because in the country there was still a great deal of 
the vernacular being used in everyday speech. In the 
town there were various circumstances that caused them 
to forget, and, as an iillustration, he confessed that he 
had been driven to a glossary while reading J ohnny Gibb 
01 Gushetneuk. What they wanted to make sure was 
that the young people who were growing up did not lose 
touch with their great heritage, something that was in 
their blood and bones. One of the most distinctive 
things about them as a nation was their Scottish tongue. 

Sheriff P. J. Blair, who supported the motion, said 
that if any part of Scotland in recent times had done 
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work for the preservation of the vernacular, it was the 
Aberdeen district. He recailled having once taken an 
Aberdonian who spoke the purest Doric down to the south 
of England, and he had been asked where he had got 
hold of that ancient Briton who talked Gaelic. That 
showed, if they studied the vernacular, and went 
among strange people, they would a~lways command 
attention. The object of the Association was to keep 
aJlive the spirit of their Scots literature and the Doric, 
and he thought that had been done admirably by writers 
such as Charles Murray. 

Professor John Glaister said that he had come 
because he was in entire sympathy with the movement. 
Re had for a long time tried to do a little for the propaga
tion of the knowledge of the vernacular among chilldren. 
He was Hon. President of a Burns Club in Glasgow 
which, since its inception, had given prizes annually to 
certain schools in the city for the chi~ldren who qualified 
to be able to read Burns and to understand him. If 
the proposed Association was to be of any value, it had 
to be an organisation with some Ilife in it, but from 
what he knew of the people behind it he was certain 
tha t there would be no lack of vigour. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. George Eyre-Todd proposed the following list of 

office-bearers :-Hon. President, Sir Donald MacAlister j 
President, Sir Robert Bruce j Vice-Presidents, Professor 
R. S. Rait and Mr. A. M. WiHiamsj and Secretary, Mr. 
J. Jeffrey Hunter. 

Mr. Tod Ritchie, who seconded, gave the assurance 
of the support of the teaching profession. 

Mr. Thomas Killin submitted the names of the 
Council, with power to add to their number. 

Both [ists were approved. 



UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS OF BURNS: 
MR. A. J. LAW'S COLLECTION. 

There has recently come into the ken of students 
of Burns a very important, but little known, collection 
of manuscripts which forms part of the library owned 
by A. J. Law, Esq., formedy M.P. for RochdaJle. 
Many of these manuscripts yield valuable corrections of, 
and additions to, certain published letters and poems. 
Several of the manuscripts have never been printed; 
while one, though in print, has never been suspected to 
be a composition of Burns. Scotland and the far-flung 
Burns world owe Mr. Law gratefu!l thanks for kindly 
allowing these valuable items to be published in the 
official Burns Chronicle. 

In the fifth vo'lume of Burnsiana (1895, p. 31) there 
is an article by Mr. G. A. Aitken, entitled" A CoUee
tion of Burns Manuscripts"; it deals with a great sale 
at Messrs. Puttick and Simpson's Rooms in London, 
on 2nd May, 1861. Mr. Aitken expresses the hope that 
his article" will ~ead to the discovery and publication 
of some of the manuscripts dispersed so long ago." 
Several of the manuscripts to which he refers are in the 
Law Collection. Among them is "Broom Besoms." 

[MS. i] 
(a) BROOM BESOMS. 

I maun hae a wife, whatsoe'er she be; 
An she be a woman, that's eneugh for me. 

Chorus. 

Buy broom besoms I wha will buy them now; 
Fine heather ringers, better never grew. 

If that she be bony, I shall think her right: 
If that she be ugly, where's the odds at night? 

Buy broom &c. 
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0, an she be young, how happy shall I be! 
If that she be auld, the sooner she will die. 

Buy broom &c. 

If that she be fruitfu', O! what joy is there! 
If she should be barren, less will be my care. 

Buy broom &c. 

If she like a drappie, she & I'll agree; . 
If she dinna like it, there's the mair for me. 

Buy broom &c. 

Be she green or gray; be she b'lack or fair; 
Let her be a woman, I shall seek nae mair. 

Buy broom &c. 

61 

At the foot of the page Burns has written "Same 
tune--Turn over," and on the reverse, in his holo
graph, is the following song, without heading or title:-

(b) 
1. 

Young & soup le was I, when I lap the dyke; 
Now I'm auld & frail, I douna step a syke. 

Chorus. 

Buy broom besoms! wha will buy them now; 
Fine heather ringers, better never grew. 

2. 
Young & souple was I, when at Lautherslack, 
Now I'm auld and fraill, & lie at Nansie's back. 

Buy broom &c. 

3. 
Had she gien me butter, when she gae me bread, 
I wad looked baulder, wi' my beld head. 

Buy broom &c. 

Another manuscript has seventeen lines of poetry on 
one side of the paper, and what appears to have been 
intended for another portion of the same poem, nine ilines 
in aill, is written on the other side. This ilatter portion 
is immediately followed, without any indication of divi-
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sion, by the first two stanzas of the "Address to the 
Toothach." The seventeen and the nine lines are with
out doubt experiments in a Dedication to John Ballan
tine, superseded by the Dedication of "The Brigs of 
Ayr" as published-the twenty-four lines beginning: 

" The simple Bard, rough at the rustic plough, 
Learning his tunefu[ trade from ~v'ry bough." 

[MS. ii] 

Sir, 
(a) 

think not with a mercenary view 
Some servile Sycophant approaches you. 
To you my Muse would sing these simp~e lays, 
To you my heart its grateful! homage pays, 
I feel the weight of all your kindness past, 
But thank you not as wishing it to last: 
Scorn'd be the wretch whose earth-born grov'lling soul 
Would in his ledger-hopes his Friends enroll. 
Tho I, a lowly name1less, rustic Bard, 
Who ne'er must hope your goodness to reward, 
Yet man to man, Sir, let us fairly meet, 
And like masonic Level, equal greet. 
How poor the balance! ev'n what Monarch's plan, 
Between two noble creatures such as Man. 
That to your Friendship I am strongly tied 
I still shall own it, Sir, with grateful pride, 
When haply roaring seas between us tumble wide. 

(b) 
Or if among so many ceut'ries waste, 
Thro the Ilong vista of dark ages past, 
Some much-Iov'd honor'd name a radiance cast, 
Perhaps some Patriot of distinguish'd worth, 
I'll match him if My Lord will please step forth. 
01' Gentleman and Citizen combine, 
And I shaH shew his peer in Ba'llantine: 
Tho' honest men were parceIl'd out for sale, 
He might be shown a sample for the hale. 

[MS. iii] 
The next item IS a communication on songs written 
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on four folio pages. On the third page are an unpub
lished poem and an unpuMished l~tter. Page 4 has the 
postmark "Mauchline," and the superscription "Mr. 
James Johnson, Engraver, Bell's wynd, Edinburgh." 

[On page I of MS.] 

(a) 
Tune-Deil flee o'er the water wi' her. 

Note-I send this' tune along with the song. 
I was walking up the street, 

A barefit maid I chanc'd to meet, 
But the road seem'd hard 

For that maid's tender feet. 

'Twere more meet that those fine feet 
W ere ~ac' d up in silken shoon: 

'Twere more fit that she should sit 
In yon chariot gilt aboon. 

MaNy's meek, Mally's sweet, 
MaLly's modest & discreet, 

Many's rare, Many's fair, 
Many's every way compleat. 

Her yel!low hair, beyond compare, 
Comes trinkling down her swan-white neck: 

Her two eyes like stars in skies 
Would. keep a sinking ship frae wreck. 

Immediateily after the tune of " Devl flee o'er the," 
&c., is another, "Lenox love to Blantyre." This last 
is the tune of a Song in the 2d V 01. of Scots Songs begin
ning " The wren she lies in care's bed." It is a very 
good song & tune both: & deserves a place. 

[On page 11 of MS.] 

(b) 
Tune: My love is lost to me.-Oswald. 

o were I on Parnassus' hill! 
Or had of Helicon my fill; 
That I might catch poetic skill, 

To sing how dear I love thee. 
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But Nith maun be my Muse's well, 
Mv Muse maun be thy bonie sell; 
On Corsincon I'll glowr and spell, 

And write how weel I love thee. 

Then come, sweet Muse, inspire my lay! 
For a' the Ilee-lang simmer's day 
I coud na sing, I coud na say, 

How much, how dear, I ~ove thee. 
I see thee dancing o'er the green, 
Thy waist sae jimp, thy limbs sae clean, 
Thy tempting lips, thy roguish een-

By Heaven and Earth I love thee! 

By night, by day, a-field, at hame, 
The thoughts 0' thee my breast inflame; 
And ay I muse and sing thy name--

I only live to love thee. 
Tho' I were doom'd to wander on, 
Beyond the sea, beyond the sun, 
Tin my last, weary sand was run; 

Tilll then-and then I'd love thee. 

[On page III of MS.] 
(c) 

Cold frosty morning--

Note: There is an excellent set of this tune in M'Gibbon 
which exactly suits with the foUowing verses. 

Twas past one 0' dlock in a cold frosty morning, 
As I lay a musing most pleasantlie, 

I heard the town clock give its usual warning, 
Which I had intended should waken me. 

Then I arose, resolving that I would go 
Visit a friend who of times had call'd me, 0, 

To see whether she would prove kind to me or no; 
This was the reason that wakened me. 

(d) 
Machline, Aug: 1788. 

My dear Sir, 
I this moment have your last. r" The 

Cale] donian Hunt's delight" is a most glorious 
[tune] but, alas! I am told it is Irish. I once made a 
verse to it a whille ago. I see "Young Philander 
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woo'd me lang" in your list in hand. If you have not 
done much pray alter it: the tune is "The Pier of 
Leith," & I have two verses of the original song which 
are excellent. I am on my way to my farm again, 
where I will be busy for about a month: after that, 
have at you. Putting in "Fanny fair" to "The Mill, 
Mill, 0" is Iloss of time j I doubt it is an English 
thing. The post goes, &; I inclose you a few more. You 
are mistaken in " Killiecrankie "j it is a different air 
tota:lly. Look in Aird' s Selection for [the original tune]. 

None of the printed versions of "a" agrees with 
this manuscript. The song was published in the sixth 
volume of The Scots Musical Museum. The [ate J. O. 
Dick, in his edition of the Songs of Robert Bums (1903, 
p. 407), says: "When and why it was written has not 
been discovered." Evidently the answer to the first 
query is " August, 1788." There is no manuscript of 
song " b " among the Hastie manuscripts of Burns in 
the British Museum. Some interesting variations may 
be noted in the text. The unpublished verse "c" 
appears to be an early version of a song with the same 
first line which Dick (p. 144), on the strength of a 
manuscript in the British Museum, claimed for Burns. 
The letter "d" is defective, and has been repaired, 
at one side and at the bottom. The gaps are conjec
turally supplied within square brackets. The letter 
was probably signed or initialled. 

[MS. iv] 
Letter addressed to 

Mr John Tennant, Junr., 
Glenconner, parish of 

Ochilltree. 
My dear Sir, 

My unlucky itllness on Friday last 
did not do me a greater dis-service than in disappointing 
me of the pleasure I had promised myself in spending an 
hour with you. I got so much better on Saturday as 
to be able to ride home, but I am stHI in a kind of slow 
fever, and I trouble you with this small letter rather to 

B 
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relieve a little the langor of my spirits than anything 
particular I have to teU you. I have been inform'd by 
Mr Robt. Paterson how affairs went among you on 
friday night, tho', by the bye, I am apt to suspect his 
information in some particulars. He tells me you used 
all the powers of your e'loquence, first on my friend 
Miss R-, and next on Miss 0-, to have the liberty 
of escorting them home, but all to no purpose j and I 
assure you Mr Paterson plumes himself not a little 
that he has been able to foil so formidable an antagonist. 
In short, as Mr Robt. is very sanguine in all his 
projects, he seems fully assured of carrying his point j 
and I declare I never saw a man more intoxicated with 
success in my Ilife. However, to do the gentleman 
justice, his passion is but the rapture of a Lover in 
Romance, not the rant of a dramatic Hero. Her sweet, 
sonsy face, which I have so often admir'd, he knows no 

. more about it but only as it helps him to distinguish 
her from another person j and though he talks of her 
being "a grand cracker," to speak in Mr Paterson's 
own style, yet he seems to have little idea of her engag
ing, frank, honest-hearted manner j and for good sense 
and education they are rather against him, as, being so 
much superior to his own, they entangle him in a 
thousand difficulties j but, like a true Merchant,' he has 
stated in Ledgers of his fancy thus: Stock, Dr. to cast, 
by Mrs Paterson's portion 300£. We talk of air &; 
manner, of beauty & wit, and Lord knows what unmean
ing nonsense j but--there--is solid charms for you. 
Who would not be in raptures with a woman who win 
make him 300£ richer? And then to have a woman to 
lye with when one p'leases, without running any risks of 
the cursed expenee of bastards and all the other con
comitants of that species of Smuggling. These are 
solid views of matrimony. 

But I forget that, tho' I am cheating my languid 
moments with this nonsensical letter, I am putting your 
patience to penance, so I conclude with wishing to see 
you, tho' when and where I know not. 

I am, 
My DT. Sir, 

yours Sincerely, 
ROB'" BURNS. 

Yossgiel, 13th Sept. 1784. 



Ma. A. J. LAW'S COLLECTION 

Letter addressed to 
Mrs Miller 

of Dalswinton. 

Madam, 

[MS. v] 

EUislland, 2d Nov. 1789. 

G7 

Inclosed I send you the verses on Capn. Grose 
which you were pleased to honour so much with your 
approbation. 

I Ilikewise take the liberty to present you with a copy 
of a song I composed two or three days ago: I hope it 
will shew you that my Muse takes an occasional excur
sion on the banks of Nith. I intended to have troubled 
you with a political Ballad on a certain Borough Can
vass, but it is so foolish a production that even I, its 
Author & Creator, am out of humour with it. I inolose 
the tune of the song for Miss Miller, if she has not 
ailready seen it. I believe both song & tune wiill appear 
in Johnson's Publication of Scots Songs. 

I have the honor to be, Madam, 
your much obliged & ever grateful hum. servt. 

ROBT
• BURNS. 

[MS. vi] 
The Queen 0' the Lothians cam cruisin to Fife, 

Fallal &c-
To see gin a wooer wad take her for life. 

Fallal &c. 
She had na been ~ang at the brow 0' the hill, 

Fal &c. 
Tin J ockie cam down to visit LochneH. 

Fal &c. 
He took the aunt to the neuk 0' the ha', 

Fal &c. 
Whare naebody heard, & whare nae-body saw. 

Fal &c. 
Madam, he says, I've thought on your advice, 

Fal &c. 
I wad marry your niece, but I'm fley'd she'll be nice. 

. Fal &c. 
J ockie, she says, the wark's done to your hand, 

Fal &c. 
I've spoke to my niece, & she's at your command, 

'Fal &c. 
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But troth, Madam, I canna woo, 
FaI &c. 

For aft I hae tried it, & ay I fa' thro', 
FaI &c. 

But, 0 dear Madam, & Ise wad begin, 
FaI &c. 

For I'm as fley'd to do it, as it were a sin. 
Fal &c. 

Jenny cam in, & Jockie ran out, 
FaI &c. 

Madam, she says, what hae ye been about? 
FaI &c. 

Jenny, she says, I've been workin for you, 
FaI &c. 

For what do you think, Jockie's came here to woo, 
FaI &c. 

Now Jenny tak care, & dash na the bd, 
FaI &c. 

For offers like him are na ay to be had. 
FaI &c. 

Madam, I'll tak the advice 0' the wise, 
FaI &c. 

I ken the lad's worth, & I own he's a prize. 
FaI &c. 

Then she cries but the house, J ockie come here, 
FaI &c. 

Ye've naething to do but the question to spier. 
FaI &c. 

The question was spier'd, & the bargain was struck, 
Fal &c. 

The neebors cam in, & wish'd them gude luck. 
FaI &c. 

Mr Clarke has this tune--The chorus 
goes as follows--

The queen 0' the Lothians cam cruisin to Fife, 
FaI de raI, IalI de raI, lairo, . 

To see gin a wooer wad tak her for [ife, 
Sing hey, faI Ial de ral, [aI de raI, IaJl de raI, 
Hey, fal lal de raI, Iairo. 

With a few trifling variations this song is printed 
In the sixth volume of The Scots MuftcaZ Museum 
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[1804J, p. 538, where it follows Burns's "Ae day a 
braw wooer 'came down the lang glen," and is headed 
"To the foregoing tune." Speaking of the "Braw 
Wooer," Stenhouse says (Illustrations of the Lyric 
Poetry and Music of Scotland, 1853: p. 463): "It on1ly 
remains to be observed that this song is adapted to the 
tune called The Queen of the Lothiam, the name of a 
curious old ballad which is produced in the sixth volume 
of the Museum, and inserted after the modern verses by 
Burns." 

Commenting on this, John Glen in his Early Scot
tish Melodies (1900: p. 221), observes: "Neither the 
one nor the other can we find in any coUection of tunes 
or songs prior to the sixth volume of the Museum. We 
question the age of either song or melody, and require 
evidence beyond Stenhouse's assertion to prove that his 
statement is not a mere fiction." 

Though Glen was openly sceptical about the" old" 
baillad, neither he nor any other authority seems to have 
known or even suspected that it might be a composition 
of Robert Burns. As such it may now be claimed on 
the authority of the manuscript at Honresfeld. 

liIOTB:S. 

MS. i was included (No. 145) in a sale of manuscripts at 
Puttick and Simpson's, London, on 2nd May, 1861, and was 
bought by Stevens for 18/-

MS. ii was item 174 in the same sale and, was bought by 
Richardson for 17/-

MS. iv is listed for sale at £22 10/- in an old catalogue 
issued by J. Pearson & Co., 46 Pall Mall, London, S. W. 

MS. v: The published Correspondence of Burns does not 
include a.ny letter to Mrs Miller. One to Miss Miller is printed 
in B'UrnB Chr<micle, 1910, p. 158. 

DAVIDSON COOK. 



THE RELIGION OF BURNS. 

" Of all nonsense, religious nonsense is the most non
sensical," wrote Burns to his friend Alexander Cun
ningham, and the immediate context leaves no doubt 
of what was in his mind :when he penned the sentence. 
Casting about for a subject wherewith to fill the four 
quarto pages which lay before him, he drifted into the 
religious polemics which had so influenced the reiigious 
mind of Scotland that the Sermon on the Mount had 
been buried under an accumulation of dogmas and meta
physical definitions of the faith, claiming equal 
authority with the Scriptures themselves. Burns was 
not the pioneer of the revolt against Ca'lvinism j he was 
only the index of the proportions it had assumed in the 
period in which he Ilived. In the letter quoted he com
miserates the lot of " the children of afliiction, lea pauvre, 
miserablea," by ironically assuring them that "it was 
but one to ninete'en hundred thousan,d that their situa
tion would mend in this world, and nineteen hundred 
thousand to one that they would be damned etern~lly 
in the world to come." He had :r:ead Boston, Guthrie, 
and most of the accredited exponents of the Calvinistic 
creed, and had found neither balm of Gilead nor 
physician there, hence his expressed determination to 
turn Arminian and trust to sincere though imperfect 
obedience. Staunch believing, conjoined with literal 
observance of the edicts of the Kirk, was the one and 
only test of godliness j the Christian life was a secondary 
consideration supposed to foHow from the administration 
of a pena'l code which inflicted degrading punishments on 
the unfortunates who were found out in their sins, pour 
encourager lea autrea, as " The Court of Equity" testi
fies. "The Holy Fair" and " The Ordination" con
vey a vivid idea of the kind of pabulum deaH out, with 
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smalll exception, from the pulpits; and in " The Kirk's 
Alarm" we have pen-portraits of their occupants, with 
individual characteristics appended which, in the aggre
gate, had evolved a gospel of bad tidings to humanity, 
proclaimed in sulphurous sermons which presented a 
Hobson's choice between a vengefu:l Deity and an 
~avenging Beelzebub of their own invention. 

Burns's rejection of such teaching was inevitable. 
His oft-expressed belief in the justice and mercy of a 
beneficent Creator was negatived by fearful fu'lminations 
on the wrath and curse of God and on the eternal horrors 
which awaited all the human race save a favoured few. 
How this kismet creed reacted on a mind like his we 
learn from another Iletter to Cunningham. "If there 
be any truth in the orthodox faith of the Churches," he 
wrote, "I am damned past redemption, and what is 
worse, damned to all eternity." He was no blatant 
iconoclast ridiculing all reHgions alike as the offspring 
of superstition, and vauntingly setting forth his jejune 
conclusions against the accumu'lated wisdom of the ages. 
His so-called rebellion against the Kirk was his conscien
tious refusall to accept the dogmas which led to such 
despairing conclusions-a mental attitude which dates 
back to his early manhood in Tarbolton when, as he 
tells in his Autobiography, he puzzled the Calvinists 
"with so much heat and indiscretion" that he was 
Ilooked upon by the doctrinaires as a self-condemned 
heretic, and inferentially a scoffer at all things religious. 

The liberty of conscience he claimed for himself he 
fully accorded to others. In one of his N ew Year Iletters 
to Mrs. Dunlop he assures her that he had nothing to 
say to anyone concerning the sect to which he belonged 
or the creed in which he believed. He attended the 
Parish Church of Mauch:line, and that of Dunscore when 
he removed to Ellisland, the incumbents of which were 
rigid Calvinists; yet he informed Mrs. Dunlop that Mr. 
Kirkpatrick, minister of Dunscore, was a man whom he 
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-
revered, because of his consistent and exemplary life, 
though he dissented from most of his doctrines. In a 
letter of humorous raillery to Gavin Hamilton, he 
gravely reproved him for profanely despising the whole
some doctrine of faith without works the only means of 
salvation, and trusting to the carnal moral works of 
charity, humanity, generosity, and forgiveness, in direct 
antagonism to the teaching of Mr. Auild, the official 
Boanerges of Mauchline. He had something to say, 
however, to the smug Pharisees who had climbed into 
th.e high seats of the synagogue, and he courageously 
said it against the counsel of we'll-meaning friends who 
had become scared at his daring. It found expression 
in "Holy Willie's Prayer," the inspiring motive of 
which was to demonstrate the effects of ultra-Qa:lvinism 
on a man of typical narrow soul resolved on making the 
most of both worlds, and in whose mentality aliI the 
qualities which ennoble mankind had become atrophied 
or transformed into an abnormal combination of gigantic 
self-conceit and ~ow cunning. He is represented com
muning with a fetish of his own conception, enthroned 
on his own lIe vel. In the first four stanzas he confesses 
his faith in the principal dogmas of the Calvinistic 
creed in all its baldness, as propitiatory preface to the dist 
of personal favours and benefits which he expected to 
fol:low. The flesh was prone to sin, nay, was saturated 
from birth with sin according to the theologians, but 
his miserable soul was a separate en~ity whose salvation 
was a foreordained certainty. This was the sheet
anchor of his distorted faith, supplemented by a keen 
sense of the practicall value of the ready-made, easy
fitting garb of godliness which unquestioning acceptance 
of the dogmas provided. All else was pagan mysticism 
outwith the orbit of his daily life. In short, his religion 
was a typed list of test oaths, the semblance of things 
for reality, and the consequent canonisation of failsehood 
and hypocrisy. This complete antithesis of Burns's own 
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personality, a.nd embodiment of all that was hateful to 
him in the social re'lations, roused into fullest action his 
powers of invective in that masterpiece of satire, the 
"Prayer," aimed ostensibly at the " chosen sample," 
but really at the shamming and conscious deceit of the 
self-sanctified order from which the sample was taken. 

It is idle to discuss whether he was right or wrong 
in tilting at what he cwlls " the current beliefs" of his 
day; the progress of time has settled the question. Dis
cussion of all sorts of religious subjects is now a common
place of our current literature, in which even the 
orthodox-minded feel constrained to suggest amendments 
on the doctrinal text which so substantially qualify or 
fundamentally alter the meaning of the original that 
the ecclesiastical art]llery of Burns's day would have 
been immediately brought into action upon them. 

In some of his letters to his familiar friends there are 
traces of an apologetic attitude, as if the possibility of 
honest doubt Ileading him astray was present in his mind. 
The beliefs of the "unthinking mob" had extremely 
~ittle weight with him. "It becomes a man of sense," 
he wrote to Robert :Muir, "to think for himself, par
ticularly in a case where all men are equal[y interested, 
and where, indeed, all men are equally in the dark." 
And he emphasises the danger of surrendering reason and 
cpmmon sense to the violation of both, exemplified in the 
Buchanite delusion of his own day. "I am a very 
sincere believer in the Bible," he informed Mrs. Dunlop, 
" but I am drawn by the conviction of a Man, not by the 
halter of an Ass." From his eady years, as we have 
already said, he had nothing in common with the Old 
Light Party and its creed. His emphatic rejection of 
the doctrines of Election and Eternal Punishment Was 
the front of his offending in the eyes of the orthodox 
from that date onwards. He had many admirers and 
some personal friends amongst the clergy of the more 
liberal-minded New Lights, but he never identified him-
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self with them or their creed. Their" cauld harangues 
on practice and on morals " did not satisfy his fervid 
emotiona'l nature. He hated a Deist and he was no 
Materialist, for we have his own word for it that" an 
irreligious poet is a monster." He reverently recognised 
the Omnipotent Power in the phenomena and wondrous 
works of nature, and he never uttered a single word, 
either in his poetry or prose, controverting or slighting 
the eternal verities of true religion. Nor did he al:low 
any foolish pride of inteilect to lead him to take refuge 
in Agnosticism. "My idle reasonings," he confides to 
Mrs. Dunlop, "sometimes make me a little sceptical, 
but the necessities of my heart always give the cold 
philosophising the lie." 

Had he formulated an inclusive creed of his own, 
we venture to say that its first article would have been a 
fervent acknowledgment of the Divine Power which 
governs the Universe, whose Being is part of the eterna'l 
mysteries of the spiritual world, and therefore beyond 
reach of the reasoning faculties of man. There is ample 
material for the reconstruction of his creed if we are 
content to take his impulsive deductions from these 
" cold philosophisings" to be firm and settled convic
tions; but in face of their obvious inconsistency and 
lack of cohesion, they cannot justly be placed in that 
category. Not that any of them have the slightest 
trace of insincerity. He was an earnest and diligent 
inquirer after religious truth.; and as every avenue of 
thought in that direction inevitably brought him up 
against the impassablle bourne of the "undiscovered 
country," his mind was in a chronic state of flux, and 
he perforce expressed himself as the passing mood dic
tated. He was in this respect, as R. L. Stevenson says 
of him in another connection, " aH his life on a voyage 
of discovery," and never reached a haven of rest. 

A favourite quotation with Burns was this passage 
from Blair's poem on " The Grave "-
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" Tell us, ye dead I will none of you, in pity 
To those you left behind, disclose the secret 
What 'tis you are and we must shortly be." 

75 

And in that noble letter which he addressed to Robert 
Muir when the latter was on his deathbed, he (quoting 
from Milton) speaks of the mysteries beyond the veil as 
enveloped in the" gloom profound" of primeval Chaos. 
He then goes on to philosophise-" If we lie down in 
the grave, the whole man a piece of broke machinery, 
to moulder with the clods of the valley, be it so; at [east 
there is an end of pain, care, woes, and wants; if that 
part of us called Mind does survive the apparent destruc
tion of the man, he goes to a great unknown 
Being who could have no other end in giving him exist
ence but to make him happy, who gave him his passions 
and instincts, and well knows their force." In this 
letter, so far as our memory serves us, he for the first 
time expresses his conviction that" an honest man has 
nothing to fear," which he repeated again and again to 
other correspondents, when the future wo:rild happened to 
be the subject of discussion. This brief summation of 
the Christian character is no echo of Confucianism, 
devoid of al:l spiritual faith, as is the materialism which 
pervades the teaching of the Chinese moralist. Turning 
again to the Dun'lop correspondence, we find the foUow
ing :-" I will go further, and affirm that from the sub
limity, excellence, and purity of his doctrine and pre
cepts, unparalleled by all the aggregated wisdom and 
learning of many preceding ages, therefore Jesus Christ 
was from God." Incorporated with the "current 
beliefs" were the doctrines derived from the awe
inspired emotions which form the foundation of all reli
gion, and those which are the outcome of speculative 
human thought which, by their very nature, conduce to 
diversity of opinion. We have no means of judging 
where he drew the line of distinction, but we do know 
that he sincerely believed in the doctrines to which he 
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gave adhesion, the test he applied being their influence 
for good or evil on the life and thought of erring 
humanity. With him beliefs were but means to an end, 
and that end the Christian life. Addressing his Mother
confessor in 1792, he used these words, " I am so con
vinced that an unshaken faith in the doctrines of reli
gion is not on~ly necessary by making us better men, but 
aiso by making us happier men, that I shall take every 
care that every little creature that shall call me father 
shall be taught them." Two years later he uses almost 
the same words to Cunningham, " I will deeply embue 
the mind of every child of mine with religion." 

On the supernatura;l side of his beliefs he is con
sistently reticent, and the outline of his creed which 
appears in the Clarinda correspondence does not add 
materially to our information. He had "reasoned and 
doubted to a very daring pitch," he tells us, only to 
discover the weakness of human power in contact with 
the Unknown and U nknowable-a confession of itself 
proof conclusive that religious fee1ling was exceptionailly 
strong within him. All his life he devoutly hoped and 
feared, well knowing that his honest doubt would be 
misconstrued by the doctrinaires of his own and succeed
ing generations, and consoling himself with the reflec
tion that every earnest and unprejudiced inquirer after 
truth has had a similar experience. He recognised no 
difference between the ethics of his religion and of his 
politics, and this often leaves the reader in doubt under 
which of these heads the sentiments expressed ought to 
be placed. In another of his eighty odd letters to Yrs. 
DUn'lop occurs this short summary of his "creed"
whether religious or political we are ~eft to guess. 
" Whatever mitigates the woes or increases the happiness 
of others, this is my criterion of goodness; and whatever 
injures society at large or any individual in it, this is 
my measure of iniquity," to which the broad-minded, 
orthodox lady replied that there was no reason to fear 
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that her religion and his would ever run counter to each 
other. Of the same complexion is this passage in a 
letter to Peter Hill, another of his Edinburgh friends, 
" God knows I am no saint; I have a whole host of sins 
and follies to answer for; but if I could (and I believe 
I do it as far as I can) I would wipe away all tears from 
an eyes." It is four score and five years since Thomas 
Carlyle wrote of Burns that" he could have governed, 
debated in N ationaJl Assemblies, and politicised as few 
could," had opportunity been extended to him. Whether 
these quotations refer to his politics or his religion 
matters little; they announce his doctrine of the Brother
hood of Man, whose foundation is the charity which 
covereth a mu!ltitude of sins. 

In the foregoing, it will be observed, we have dealt 
only with the prose compositions of Burns, for the suffi
cient reason that they are not so widely known as his 
poetry, corroborative passages from which willl occur to 
every reader who has even a passing acquaintance with 
their text. D. M'NAUGHT. 



THE STYLE OF :aURNS. 

I presume that human speech emerged at the same 
time as the primeval man first felt the need of com
municating the thought of his brain or the emotion of 
his heart to his comrade, or to his human foe, or, still 
more probably, to his mate. Grunt, grimace, or gesture 
-whatever form speech first took, it was an instrument, 
an instrument born of human necessity, and the test of 
its greatness or beauty was to be found not in itself, 
but in the result it secured. Does it do its work, does it 
accomplish that for which it was designed, is it efficient? 
-that is the test of greatness for alll instruments, and 
no less for human speech. Words are beautiful only if 
they are adequate. A sense for beauty in style is no 
more than a power to understand when expression is 
exactly what the occasion requires. Words in them
selves are neither beautifu'l nor ugly; it is their use 
which gives them quality. 

This conception of stY'le as the more or less of effi
ciency in expression will carry the plain man far enough 
in his endeavour to estimate greatness in the speech of 
others or to confer something of greatness on his own. 
All he has to do is to expilore fully the mental or the 
emotiona:l situation under review, and to judge the 
adequacy of the words used to exploit it. A big enough 
job sometimes, but one for the doing of which we need 
assume no more than the free play of plain sense and a 
little experience in the adaptation of means to ends. It 
is a pestilent notion which regards literary criticism as 
invoiving the possession by the critic of a special sense 
called the resthetic. The only sense that counts for 
anything in the matter is common sense, common because 
all men have something of it. 

The truth is that the plain man who has lived intensely 
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in his work brings to the reading of Burns a criticai 
equipment of more value than any possessed by the mere 
scholar. Every activity he has been engaged in has 
made him a judge of efficiency in the means employed 
to accomplish a given end. I shall do nothing in his 
presence to induce a reverence for the poetry of Burns 
which will remove it beyond the sphere of investigation, 
for he, at least, may not be expected to be'lieve in the 
existence of a beauty which is so elusive that it vanishes 
the moment he tries to look at it. You do not degrade 
fine literature by examining it. Confronted by Burns's 
achievement, I must, for my soul's sake, try to apprehend 
its greatness. In doing so I am not only exercising but 
also measuring myself. When I recreate what greatness 
has created, I am made the partner crl greatness. 
Genius may devour the road with seven..lleague boots a!long 
which I must labour to gain one painful inch; but it is 
the same road we go, and in my travail something of the 
supreme joy is mine which greatness felt at the moment 
of creation. 

Surely no poet has suffered more at the hands of his 
critics than Burns, and he has suffered even lllore at the 
hands of his eulogists than at those of his detractors. 
Amidst the mass of stuff called "Burnsiana" the 
ordinary man begins to Ilose any vivid sense he may have 
of Burns as a poet, and is almost driven to think of him 
chiefly as a subject for psychological or antiquarian 
research. When he has been written about by critics 
ordinarily competent, he has been spoken of as the 
" peasant poet," the underlying assumption being that 
certain allowances have to be made for him because he 
did not attend a good school and finish at the University. 
Hen'ley, by far the most acute of his critics, suffers bad1ly 
from this perversity of regard. Stevenson is almost 
impertinent. But at best critics can be read with safety 
only by those who have themselves exercised their criticall 
judgment. In this, as in greater matters, let a man 
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. do and he shall know of the doctrine whether it be good 
or evil. In any ,case no man may do my thinking for 
me. 

" Some rhyme a neibor's name to ~ash; 
Some rhyme (vain thought I) for needfu' cash; 
Some rhyme to court the countra clash, 

An' raise a din; 
For me, an aim I never fash: 

I rhyme for fun." 

If I am to get the" fun" out of the reading of Burns~s 
poetry which he made possible for me by writing it, I 
must look at it through my own eyes, and taste its 
:flavour by sampling it for myself. 

Bums was, of course, quite unremarkable as a man. 
He is worthy" to live in our regard only because he was 
a poet, that is, an artist in one department of art. How 
great an artist he was I am not entitled to say unti~ I 
have undergone the exercise of my judgment upon the 
evidence available to me. It follows, therefore, that 
my understanding of Burns's achievement will grow as 
I acquire the increased dexterity which exercise of 
faculty generally brings. But I must begin somewhere 
and at some time. 

There is no region of literary study in which the 
plain man is more likely to make discoveries immedi
ately useful to himself than that of styfle. With him, 
especia[ly on those occasions when he is under the neces
sity of making a formal speech or writing a forma~ com
position, the problem of what to say is not more insistent 
than the problem of how to say it. I search my experi
ence in vain for any sign that grammars and manuals 
of composition ever assisted anybody to find competent 
expression. "The p'lay's the thing." Let a man dis
cover for himself that the most authentic utterances of 
great men have nothing in them gratuitous or above the 
needs of the case, that they have been devised simply to 
engage the right feeling and thought in their hearers, 
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that speech, no more than a tool or machine, is an end 
in itself: he will then feell a decent confidence in him
self when he seeks for his own speech no more than 
adequacy. 

I have spoken always of efficiency, adequacy, com
petence, as the one quality of a great style: the on[y 
thing we have a right to demand of that specia!l manipu
lation of words which we call style is that it enables the 
author to make his impression. But since there are 
never two ways of saying one thing, a competent style 
will always wear the appearance of being the only way 
of putting it: no other words will do. Hence a great 
style will induce a sense that it is inevitablle. 

But it is not only prose speech which is justified or 
condemned by its success or failure to rea!lise the 
author's intention. That specia!l form of speech which 
we call poetry is legitimate only if it is inevitable. The 
author may never use verse if prose will do, for in that 
use we should have the something too much which is 
as certain a mark of the bad tool as the something too 
little. It is not fair criticism to object that verse is a 
highlly artificial method of speech, never spoken by real 
men in a real world to express rea!l emotions or real 
thoughts. The truth is-and there is no principle of art 
criticism so frequently forgotten-that the poet's world 
is not a real world, and that it is not even an imitation 
of the real world. No actua!l lover ever proposed or even 
felt in terms of " My love is like a red, red rose." The 
artist's business is to create the illusion of a world of 
which he is the maker; the business of the audience is 
to reconstruct this visionary world by the exercise of 
their imagination. The finall justification, then, for 
the employment of verse is that the poet is unable to 
rea!lise his world through any other medium. That, of 
course, brings us back to our original thesis, that speech 
is allowable or praiseworthy only when it enables the 
speaker to achieve his whole purpose. We cannot think 

F 
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of the poet employing a special verse form because it is 
a favourite with him, or because he is "rather good at 
it." Indeed, the most complex stanza form, if it be 
emp~loyed of necessity, is as " natural" as the plainest 
of prose arrangements. The instrumentation-rhythm, 
rhyme, pauses, equivalences, sound-effects-is inevitable 
in the sense that the poet cannot realise his total inten
tion without it. And so ·here also we must judge the 
validity of the verse devices by reference to their effi
ciency. The heroic couplet, blank verse, an the stanza 
forms came into being when the need for them arose. 
The poet is left without an option. Every verse medium 
and every special use of it are born of the occasion. 
The work of criticism in this department of study is 
therefore to reconstruct the situation as the poet con
ceived it, and to judge the fitness of the verse devices 
used to impress it on the reader's mind. All that 
follows is a modest attempt on my part to suggest some 
lines of investigation to the student of Burns, pursuing 
which he may get to know something of the poet as a 
great conscious artist, and may actual1ly on occasion 
come to a vivid perception of the poet at work. After 
wll, Burns wrote verse-with a pen and on paper-and 
verse is something which may be scientifically examined. 

(1) The Songs.-Love may be the strongest, but it 
is certainly the simp!lest, human emotion. SimpHcity 
here does not mean the absence of ornamentation; it is 
a strong, aggressive quality which thrusts ornamentation 
out of doors. " :My love is Hke a red, red rose" is 
written in the ballad (or common) metre, and mostly in 
words of one syllable. Still more extraordinary 
examp:}es of inevitability in expression are "Aye 
waukin, 0 " and ":My wife's a winsome wee thing." 

It is one of the most interesting of critical studies to 
observe how a fundamental insincerity of feeling tries 
to make itself plausible by an ingenuity or assertiveness 
of speech. Would my readers care to examine and 
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pronounce independent judgment on such favourites as 
"Mary Morrison," "Afton Water," "To Mary in 
Heaven," the last verse of "0, Wert Thou in the Cauild 
Blast," " Scots Wha Hae "? 

(2) Burns and the Middle Sty1.e.-Here is a great 
body of material which no one, so far as I know, has 
begun to examine. And yet Burns is by far our greatest 
writer in the Middle Style-a manner of verse in which 
the poet is neither soaring nor crawling, distinct from 
the transcendental on the one hand and the prosaic on 
the other, justifying the use of verse and no more. 
Burns has himself reveaied the mood of this style in 
the " Second Epistle to Lapraik "-

" Sae I gat paper in a blink, 
An' down gaed stumpie in the ink; 
Quoth I, ' Before I sleep a wink, 

I vow I'll dIose it; 
An' if ye winna mak it c:link, 

By J ove, I'll prose it! ' 

" Sae I've begun to scrawl-but whether 
In rhyme, or prose, or baith thegither, 
Or some hotch-potch that's rightly neither, 

Let time mak proof; , 
But I shall scribble down some blether 

Just clean aff-loof." 

Burns's most successful effort in the Middle Style is 
"The Inventory." This poem is the most perfect 
example of the Middle Stylle in English Literature (an 
ex catlv.edra judgment which the reader ought to 
homologate or condemn on evidence of his own seeking). 
Hard on its heels comes the great" Dedication to Gavin 
Hamilton "-a wonderful example of perfect poise. 
Both of these poems are written in four-beat coup~ets, 

mostly stopped. This is no lucky accident, but the 
deliberate choice of an artist who knew the capacity of 
his medium. In the Middle Style neither imagination 
nor emotion is fervent enough to compel the use of 
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stanza forms, and yet Burns uses these in most of his 
Epistles. Perhaps Burns himsell felt the clash of 
form and mood in the Epistles with stanza-form. 

" But how the subject-theme may gang 
Let time and chance determine; 
Perhaps it may turn out a sang, 
Perhaps turn out a sermon." 

The truth is that the Epistles, although they mostly show 
the casualness of manner, the humour, and the intimacy 
of the Middle Style, are on occasion quite definitely 
lyrical. Indeed, the "Epistle to the Guidewife of 
Wauchope House" is so wholly and genuinely [yrical 
as to make an epistle into something very like an ode. 
The Epistles are frequently mock-odes, their humour 
depending for success on the adroit manreuvring of 
simple contrasts, and always least successful when most 
robust. Burns may have quite deliberately super
imposed upon the homely matter of the Epistles an 
incongruous elaboration of verse arrangement, so as to 
give something of the effect of bUrllesque. 

In " Hal!loween " and" The Holy Fair" we have a 
series of episodes loosely related, with none of the un
compromising [ogical sequence of dramatic narrative
literaUy "one darned thing after another." Hence a 
double ballad stanza plus a short line (though histori
cally the measure of "Christ's Kirk on the Green") 
reailly grows out of the poeti.call situation. The short 
line is the brake applied at the end of a stanza which 
is sell-contained. 

I have left" The Cotter's Saturday Night," "The 
Twa Dogs," the Satires, "The Brigs of Ayr," and a 
great mass of [ess important stuff untouched, as it was 
no part of my intention to be exhaustive. These may 
provide, even for the reader who would judge his own 
equipment to be quite elementary, an opportunity to 
exercise his powers of critical analysis. He may be quite 
certain that the verse forms in each poem are not acci
dentally employed. 
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(3) " Tam 0' Shanter."-This, the greatest narra
tive poem in the Ilanguage, shows, perhaps more com
pletely than any other poem of Burns, how deliberate 
his art was at its best, and how carefuNy motived every 
phrase he used. Take a couplet at random-

" Kirk-Alloway was' drawing ni~h, 
Where ghaists and houlets mghtly cry." 

This is surely an amazing example of sheer, bare effi
ciency in the use of words. I might examine passages 
from the poem as studies in the art of manipulating 
tempo, or other passages to show with how expert an 
ear Burns manipulates vowels and consonants in order 
to make the sound of words enforce their sense; but, if 
I did so, I should be choosing for exploration only two 
out of many startling examples of verse technique. In 
a certain great sense "Tam 0' Shanter·" will a!lways 
be a show piece, unique not only because of the happy 
conjunction of incidents in the narrative, but also 
because in this poem, as in few others in any literature, 
the poet's tongue moves in the most perfect accord with 
his brain. 

I beg most respectfully to suggest to the great host 
of Burns adorers that in his poetry there are whole 
continents stiill to be explored. Perhaps in the " style" 
of Burns we have what we must call more properlly a 
world awaiting investigation. 

J AMES H. STEEL, 

President, Educational Institute of Scotland. 



BURNS MEMORIAL AT MAUCHLINE: 
" AULD NANSE TINNOCK'S." 

On 24th May, 1924, members of Glasgow and District 
Burns Association journeyed to the ancient town of 
Mauch:line, there to complete a memoriall and a benevo
lent scheme which they initiated ten years ago. That 
scheme was begun in 1915 by the purchase and restora
tion-for the accommodation of deserving old peopl~ 
of the house in which Robert Burns and Jean Armour 
began married life together; it was extended in the 
following year by the acquisition of the adjoining pro
perty, known as "Dr. M'Kenzie's House"; and it 
was completed by the gift from the late Mr. Charles 
R. Cowie of the building which Burns has immorta:lised 
as "Auld Nanse Tinnock's." 

The building which contains the Burns room stands 
in what is now called Castle Street; in the Poet's day 
and for many years afterwards that narrow, coblJle
paved street was known as the Back Causeway, and was 
the main street - "the common street that passes 
through the toun." It stands at the heart of Burns 
aSRociations. DirectJly opposite is the scene of "The 
Holy Fair," the parish kirkyard where are laid four of 
Burns's children, some of his friends and acquaintances, 
and others remembered now only through their appear
ance in his writings. On the other side of the little 
"God's acre" are the Cowgate and Poosie Nansie's, 
the scene of " The Jolly Beggars." Close at hand are 
Mauchline Castle and Gavin Hamilton's residence. 
Adjoining it is a hous.e which during many years was 
locally spoken of as "the doctor's shop"; and [ocal 
tradition has it that Dr. John M'Kenzie, medical 
adviser, patron, and friend of the poet, either resided 

• or had his consulting room there. That tradition may 
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or may not be correct, but its title deeds show that for 
forty-three years M'Kenzie had an interest in the owner
ship of the property. On the- other side of the street, 
and opposite the M'Kenzie house, stands a bu~lding that 
was long known as "The Sma' Inn," whose landlady 
was Mrs. Robert Weir, better known in her own day and 
sinee by her maiden name of Nanse Tinnock. 

THE SMA' INN. 

In 1833 Robert Chambers recorded in print a visit 
to Mauchline, and wrote that" the date over the door 
of this house is 1144." That is generally regarded as 
the year in which the building was erected, but it is 
more probable that it is even ol}der, that it was built 
about 1112, the year in which Robert Reid obtained a 
charter from the superior, the Earl of Loudoun. The 
property passed from the Reid fami'ly to Hugh Craw
ford, schoolmaster in Mauchline, and in 1149 was dis
poned by Crawford's daughter and her husband to 
Robed Weir, wright in the town. Thirty-three years 
later Weir, now described as innkeeper in Mauch!line
"being resolved while in heailth to settle my worldly 
affairs so as to prevent differences and disputes that 
might arise amongst my wife and children after my 
death "-disponed the property" to and in favours of 
Agnes Tunnock, my Spouse, in liferent during all the 
days of her lifetime after my death," and equaUy among 
his seven children thereafter. (The disposition was 
" witnessed" by WiUiam and James Tunnock, both 
shoemakers in Mauchline, and proba1>ly relatives of Mrs. 
Weir. ) In 1800 Agnes Tunnock is referred to as widow 
of Robert Weir. She appears to have died about 1808, 
and to have been buried in the kirkyard adjoining her 
house; " N an se Tannock, the decent N anse," wrote Hew 
Ainslie, who visited Mauchline in 1820, " lodges a Httle . 
to the south (of Daddie Auld's grave), with no hatch
ment but what summer has raised." Mauchline had 
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doubtless known her when a girl, had known her so well, 
indeed, that it could not think to drop the maiden name 
in favour of the married. The property subsequently 
passed through several hands, until in 1811 it came into 
possession of the ilaird of N etherplace, from whose suc
cessor it was purchased by the trustees of the ~ate Mr. 
Cowie. 

The Tinnock House has Burns associations of much 
interest. Its landlady was described by the Poet as " a 
worthy dId Hostess of the Author's in Mauchline, where 
he sometimes studies Politics over a glass of guid auld 
Scotch Drink"; and, if only William Pitt would remove 
" that curst restriction on aqua-vital," Burns swore he'd 

" be his debt twa mashlum bonnocks, 
An' drink his health in auld Nanse Tinnock's 

Nine times a-week." 

Here also, he himself records, he penned his" Epistle 
to John M'Adam of Craigengi'l1lan, in answer to an 
obliging letter he sent in the commencement of my 
poetic career." But it is in its connection with" The 
Holy Fair" that Nanse Tinnock's is best remembered, 
as one of the "change-houses" to which reference is 
made in the ilatter part of the satire--

" Now butt an' ben the change-house fills 
Wi' yill-caup commentators; 

Here's crying out for bakes an' gills, 
An' there the pint-stoup clatters; 

Whiile thick an' thrang, an' loud an' lang, 
Wi' Logic an' wi' Scripture, 

They raise a din, that in the end 
Is like to breed a rupture 

0' wrath that day." 

Standing between the former main street and the kirk
yard, the back of its upper flat formed part of the 
boundary of the kirkyard. At the head of its wooden 
stairs was a door which opened into that portion 
of the kirkyard on which the preaching-tent was raised 



"AULD NANSE TINNOCK'S" 89 

on the occasions of Co~munion, and this door must have 
been convenient to such of the congregation as desired 
material refreshment. It was in the parlour of the 
Sma' Inn, too-if we are to accept the " reminiscences 
originaJl" which Hate'ly Waddell col1lected-that the 
first reading of " The Holy Fair" took place, to some 
of Burns's friends and acquaintances, male and female. 

A portrait of N anse Tinnock appears in the frontis
piece to a series of engraved Views in North Britain 
Illustrative oj the Works oj Robert Burns, published at 
London in 1805 by J ames Storer and John Greig; a 
statue in the grounds of the Burns Monument at Allo
way probably represents nothing more than the fancy 
of James Thom, its sculptor. 

In 1915, when the building was acquired, the room 
in which Burns and his wife had resided in 1788 was 
set apart as a shrine, to be furnished as it may have been 
during the tenancy of the Poet, and the adjoining apart
ment was arranged as a museum. Following the excel
lent example of Glasgow MauchJline Society in its 
Cottage Homes, the Glasgow and District Burns Associa
tion determined that the remaining rooms should be 
fitted up to accommodate deserving old people. In the 
M'Kenzie and the Tinnock Houses further accommoda
tion is provided for that purpose, and ten apartments 
are now utilised-the whole forming one of the finest 
tributes to Burns that are in existence. 

J. C. EWING. 

AT NANSE TINNOCK'S HOUSE. 

The President of the Association, Mr. Thomas Killin, 
J.P., called upon Mr. J. C. Ewing to present Mrs. 
Cowie with a key to open the house. He explained that 
it was a gift from the architect and the contractors, 
and was enclosed in a box made of wood from the 
rafters of Nanse Tinnock's House. 
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Mr. Ewing said he felt highly honoured in having 
lJeen asked to present Mrs. Cowie with the key with 
which to perform the first of that afternoon's functions. 
She had been invited to open the door of a house which 
to them was a historic house. It had been immortalised 
by Robert Burns, and for nearlly one hundred and fifty 
years it had been known as " Aula Nanse Tinnock's." 
To-day began a new chapter in its history. When the 
house was becoming ruinous her husband gave instruc
tions that it be purchased and renovated. The associa
tion of the house with the names of Burns and N anse 
Tinnock would persist, but from now there would be 
associated a third name, that of her husband, Charles 
Rennie Cowie. 

Mrs. Cowie, in a few graceful sentences, expressed 
her thanks for the gift. 

The President said that during her husband's life
time Mrs. Cowie had taken part with him in many 
charitable and religious ceremonies, but never had she 
taken part in one more worthy than that which he now 
asked her to perform, and which crowned a charitable 
scheme dear to her husband. It was perhaps well that 
he should be the one to do so, for Mr. Cowie himself 
said it was after he had shown him the Burns Cottages at 
Mauchline that the idea of purchasing the Burns House 
and making it a home for old ladies came to him. He 
had great pleasure in asking Mrs. Cowie to open N anse 
Tinnock's House. 

Mrs. Cowie then turned the key in the door and 
decllared the house open, expressing the hope that it 
would provide comfortable shelter for the aged people 
who occupied the apartments within. 

Mr. J. Jeffrey Hunter, Hon. Secretary of the Associa
tion, afterwards unveiled a handsome slab of Peterhead 
granite, which has been built into the front wall of the 
Burns and M'Kenzie Houses, in memory of the late 
Mr. C. R. Cowie. The granite records, in leaded 
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letters, that "These properties and Auld N anse Tin
nock's (opposite) were the gift of Mr. Cha~les Rennie 
Cowie, J.P., to the Glasgow and District Burns Associa
tion. 1915-1924." The inscription is surmounted by 
a medallion in bronze, the work of Mr. G. H. Pau1lin, 
A.R.S.A. 

IN THE PARISH CHURCH HALL. 

The company afterwards adjourned to the Parish 
Church Haill, which was crowded. Mr. Killin again 
presided. 

The Rev. Joseph Mitchell, D.D., in the course of an 
appropriate prayer, said-We thank Thee, 0 God, for 
every impulse of charity and helpfulness which Thou 
hast quickened within our hearts. We thank Thee for 
the knowledge that in the service of our fellow-men we 
are rendering our highest' service unto Thee. And we 
thank Thee that Thou hast given unto Thy servants the 
minds, the opportunity, and the will to carry out the 
kindly and beneficent purpose whose accomplishment we 
are here met to ceilebrate. Let Thy blessing, we pray 
Thee, rest upon the building which has been this day 
set apart as a house for the aged and the poor. Watch 
over and care for all those who come to dwelll therein. 
May their hearts be cheered, their burdens lightened, 
their souls uplifted by the kindness and sympathy of 
their brethren j and grant, we pray Thee, that here they 
may find rest after toil, peace and protection from the 
storms and trials of life, and a place of quiet and trust
ful waiting until the evening shadows fall and a brighter 
and better day shaH dawn. 

The Chairman, in his opening remarks, gave some 
interesting reminiscences of the Burns birth centenary 
celebrations on 25th January, 1859. He was then a boy 
of ten, and, with some other boys of a like age, he was 
taken into the spence at Mossgie'l where Burns in " The 
Vision" was crowned the Bard of Coila. Miss Agnes 
Smith of Mauchline placed a crown of holly on a 
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bust of Burns presented for the occasion, quoting the 
lines-

" , Wear thou this,' she solemn said, 
And bound the holly round my head." 

Mr. Andrew Smith, box manufacturer, gave an address, 
and the Rev. Hamilton M'Gill gave a short oration, at 
the diose of which he adjured the boys present to remem
ber as long as they lived what they had seen that day 
and to be proud of it. In his wildest dreams then he 
never imagined that sixty-six years afterwards he wou[d 
be presiding there, at the crowning ceremony of a scheme 
of a memorial to Jean Armour. Burns says-

"When I came round by Mauchline toun, 
Not dreading onybody, 

My heart was caught before I thought, 
And wi' a Mauchline lady." 

Jean was born in 1765 at the foot of the Cowgate, only 
a short distance away, and they were met there within 
a few yards of where Hugh Morton's ballroom stood, 
where Jean Armour saw Burns for the first time, at a 
Mauchllne Race dance. She was then nineteen years 
of age, and six years younger than Burns. Within fifty 
yards, at the side of the old castle, they were intro
duced to each other, when Burns's dog ran over some 
clothes which Jean was spreading out on the village 
bleaching-green. From that day she gave her whole heart 
and soull to Burns, and these remained with him to the 
end. Though the course of true love did not run smooth 
with them, they were married, and no man ever had a 
more devoted wife, and no woman ever proved a mor~ 
true or loving mother. No one better than she ever 
acted up to Burns's own Hnes-

" Then gentl:y scan your brither man, 
St:ill.l gentler sister woman." 

Jean was a great favourite at Mossgiel with Burns's 
mother, which was of itself a certificate of character 
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from a mother-in-law, and she was the lifelong friend 
of his sister, Isobel. Burns himself, with the exception 
of a letter or two he wrote during his first visit to 
Edinburgh, praised her to the utmost both in song and 
letter. It was gratifying to an lovers of Jean to know 
that the last [etter ever Burns wrote was for her, "his 
Jean." Some poets have had termagants for wives, but 
Burns had one who was a ministering angell to him 
during his whole married life, and helped to make for 
him "the crooked paths straight and the rough p[aces 
plain." She lived for thirty-eight years after he died, 
and they had the testimony of many that she was 
honoured and respected by aliI who knew her. In 1893 
Professor Eric Robertson wrote of her, "Is it 
not time for the [overs of Burns to rescue noble 
Jean Armour from the obscurity into which she has been 
relegated? I believe a biography of Jean would truth
ful:ly make her o~t to be one of the noblest women ever 
associated with a great poet." Had he [ived and been 
there that day, Professor Robertson would have rejoiced 
at what Mr. Cowie dearly loved to call" this memoriall 
to her." 

TRIBUTE TO MR. COWIE. 

Mr. J. Jeffrey Hunter said-I acknowledge with 
gratitude the high honour accorded to me in being asked 
to pronounce a short eulogy on Charles Rennie Cowie. 
I had not the privilege of close friendship with him, 
but during about a decade I was on terms of considerable 
intimacy, and was able to form independently a very 
high opinion of his worth as a man and citizen. Mr. 
Cowie we knew, in the first place, as a successful busi
ness man, and too many of those who are so described 
have Httle ellse to recommend them, even if that does 
happen to be a commendation. But we know wel'l that 
Mr. Cowie, alll through a strenuous career, was ever a 
witness for the truth that maketh free, more especiallly 
in the East, where it is so easy for even a good white 
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man to take up wrong attitudes and to adopt one-sided 
views of men and of social and religious life. Mr. 
Cowie was emphatically a good Scotsman, and there can 
be no better citizen of the world than a good Scot. Per 
contra, a bad Scotsman is about the worst possible. Born 
in Falkirk, a district dear to the countrymen of Wallace 
and Bruce, Mr. Cowie had a fervid but sane :love for his 
native land, and after many years spent in foreign 
parts he came back to Glasgow even a better Scotsman 
than he had Ileft it. For thirty years Mr. Cowie was a 
prominent figure in the ecclesiastical, social, pOllitical, 
and commercial life of the west of Scotland. In regard 
to one or two questions he held views which some might 
be disposed to consider a little rigid, but he was always 
eminently human and reasonable, and it wouild be im
possible for any opponent of his views to say that at 
any time an unjust or ungenerous sentiment came from 
his tongue or pen. 

We are met to-day mainly to commemorate him 
as a Burns and Scottish student, and, unlike Mark 
Antony, we are here to praise him, being thank
ful that the good is not always interred with a man's 
bones. Mr. Cowie was an ardent admirer and 
devoted student of Robert Burns. He had no use, I 
am glad to say, for the Burnsian who restricted his 
worship to the haggis and whisky of the 25th of January. 
He always strove to make the Burns cult a seriqus con
tribution to the glory and dignity of Scottish history 
and literature. As President of the Burns Association 
(under whose auspices we meet to-day) he was ever the 
generous and thoughtful friend of the Burns cult. His 
soul was glad when in later years Burnsians took up 
such matters as school competitions for chiMren in 
Scottish song and literature, the preparation of books 
of Scots poetry for the blind, the establishment of a 
Chair of Scottish History and Literature, the renovation 
of the Au!ld Brig 0' Ayr and other ancient monuments, 
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and, above alII, the securing, renovating, and maintain
ing of interesting buildings associated with Burns. To 
tell of all the good deeds of Mr. Cowie in his various 
walks of life would not be pleasing to the members of 
his family (who, I am glad to say, are with us to-day) 
and might appear fulsome to you. I content myself 
with a brief notice of the things done here in this 
a~cient town, which is now undoubtedly the principall 
shrine of Scotia's greatest son. That is an im
portant fact which Mr. Cowie was one of the first 
to note. Ayr has hardly any part in the Poet's [ife. 
Alloway and Mount Oliphant belong to the forgotten 
days of childhood, and at Lochlea and Tarbolton Burns 
had not found himself. Here at Mauchline he became 
his own man, the head of his father's house, the ;lover, 
the farmer, the politician, the parish wit and satirist, 
and the Poet of Scotland and humanity. Here, during 
one wonderful year (never, unfortunately, to be even 
approached again), he turned out immortaJl master
pieces with astonishing ease and in allmost incredible 
profusion. Here he planned his first edition and be
came Scotland's greatest son. From here he set out 
on a borrowed nag to discover and delight Edinburgh 
and the world, and here above all he loved and married 
a Mauchline lassie, Jean Armour, faithfulest of woman
kind. 

Mauchline, then, is the predominating shrine
the land of promise and brilliant achievement. In 1915 
there was reopened the historic house where Burns a.nd 
Jean Armour began housekeeping, which, contains a 
sma;ll but valuab'le Burns museum in which Mr. Oowie 
remained interested to the Ilast, and which is always 
growing in importance. Thereafter the house of Dr. 
M'Kenzie, one of the Poet's best friends, was similarly 
purchased and endowed. Only to-day we placed in the 
museum that worthy man's brass plate, probably used 
after he left Mauchline for Irvine, there to act as 
official physician to the then Earl of Eglinton. To-day 
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we :r:eceive a thi'l'd benefaction, the tavern of Auld N ansa 
Tinnock, which, like the other two houses, has been 
comp~etely renovated under the care of :Mr. Ninian 
Macwhannell, architect. All these houses are devoted 
to the sacred cause of phiJlanthropy-philanthropy with
out a shade of patronage or condescension. Mr. Cowie 
gathered together an exceptionally fine colllection ,of 
manuscripts of Burns, of editions of his works, and of 
books on his life and achievement. His manuscripts 
form one of the greatest collections either in this 
country or abroad. He was keenly interested aJlso in 
the history of S.cotland, and his library includes manu
scripts of great interest and value; These treasures Mr. 
Cowie did nQt acquire simply for his own gratification; 
they were always cheerfuHy placed at the service ,of 
students. We have erected a modest memoria[ to him 
to-day, and we who knew him are well aware he would 
not have wished for more. His best memorial will be 
the three houses themselves and the use to which they 
are dedicated. Long may his memory be green. We 
saJlute his name with feelings of gratitude and hope. Of 
the record of his long and honourable life we may say 
with Milton-

" Nothing is here for tears, nothing to waill 
Or knock the breast; no weakness, no contempt, 
Dispraise, or blame; nothing but well and fair." 

It is a sweet conso~ation to those who mourn him to 
re:6.ect on his sple~did record of earnest service, his 
stainftess manhood, and the inspiration of his example 
as a true Scottish Christian gentleman. 

Mr. John Cowie said that, in rising to acknowledge 
on behalf of his mother and the members of the family 
the very kind words spoken by Mr. Jeffrey Hunter in 
reference to his father, he felt that anything he might 
say would most inadequately express their thanks for 
the very great honour which had been done them that 
day. The Association had erected a tablet as a 
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memorial of the esteem held for one of its members, 
and proud was he that he could call that member his 
father, and that such honour should be shown him from 
an Association such as this, in which it was not what a 
man had, but what he was, that counted-a brother
hood whose members were aliI equal, and equally in
spired with the high motives of love of country, its 
independence, its history, and the welfare of its people, 
and through that in the welfare of humanity-all those 
high ideals which found the source of their inspiration 
in the writings of that great genius of our Iliterature, 
whose name was embodied in the Association's title. 
His father was a great lover of his native land-its hi1l1ls, 
its rocks, its flowers, its animal ~ife, its history and 
its literature; he had an intimate knowledge of them all. 
As in the case of many self-exiled Scotsmen, that love 
of country, with all its associations, was intensified by 
his absence from it. It was natural that he who knew 
and loved his country shoUlld be drawn to the writings 
of Burns, some of whi~h rang with stern independent 
patriotism, whi1le others told sweetly of the love of 
Nature, and others cleal'ily pointed out the duties of man 
to brother man. His father found much happiness in 
his connection with this Association, and the friend
ships he formed in it were a source of great joy to him. 
He felt proud that as a member of the Association he 
was able to take part in the preservation of things so 
intimately connected with Burns, some of which 
they had seen that day in Mauchline. At the opening 
of the Burns House his father mentioned that three 
other aims of the Association-Dr. M'Kenzie's House, 
a memorial to Gavin Hamilton, and Nanse Tinnock,'s
were in the lap of the future. The circle had now been 
completed, and he (the speaker) had to thank them that 
they had done his mother the honour of asking her to 
open the latest acquisition. These shrines perpetuating 
the memory of Burns were a little circle within them-

G 
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selves-the house where he started married life, the 
house of the man who ministered and helped both him 
and his wife when they soreily needed help, the memorial 
at the grave of him who was such a close friend, and 
the house where he saw the vision which gave him 
inspiration to write "The Holy Fair," and in which 
a reference was made to Dr. M'Kenzie--" Common
sense." The festival of the Holy Fair was no longer 
part of Nanse Tinnock's, but he thought it could still 
retain the word" holy," when they knew that the pur
pose to which it was to be devoted was to give that calm 
and contentment due to old age, and thus carry out 
the spirit of Burns, who was the friend of the poor and 
needy. On behalf of his mother he (Mr. Cowie) thanked 
Mr. Macwhannell and Mr. Findlay for the key which 
they had kindly presented to her to add to her other 
treasures connected with those houses. It was some
times said that money could buy anything, but he was 
safe in saying that no amount would induce his mother 
to part with these. He thought that perhaps this 
memento of Nanse Tinnock's House--so closely connected 
as it was with his father's last expression of his admira
tion of, and gratitude to, Burns-was to her the most 
valuable of all. He had to thank his father's very close 
friend, Mr. Ewing, for his kind words in presenting the 
key, and also Mr. Jeffrey Hunter, and, through him, 
the Glasgow and District Burns Association, for the 
honour they had done to his father, and through him to 
his mother and the members of the family. 

Other addresses followed, and votes of thanks were 
accorded the chairman, the speakers, and the singers. 
The proceedings terminated with the singing of " Auld 
Lang Syne." 



"RIGHT REV'REND OSNABURG." 

Of the many monuments to Burns, two, at least, can 
dlaim that Royalty helped to raise them-those in West
minster Abbey and at Alloway. The bust erected in the 
"Poets' Corner" in 1884 was the fruit of a shilling 
subscription. On this fashion aM classes were enabled 
to contribute, "tho' e'er sae poor." No iless deep, 
however, was the general satisfaction when the sheet 
circulated by the Earl of Rosebery was headed by him 
who afterwards became King Edward VII. That the 
name o£ the Prince of Wales, later George IV., headed 
the list of subscribers to the monument at Alloway is 
llikewise matt~r o£ common knowledge; but few are 
aware that a share in the work was taken also by his 
brother Frederick, Duke o£ York. 

" Thoughts, words, and deeds the Statute blames with 
reason; 

But surely Dreams were ne'er indicted Treason," 

says Burns, who proceeds under the £orm and the title 
of " A Dream" to address King George Ill. and £amily 
in a birthday od~, wholly £resh and unconventional. 
The monarch's second son has his turn thus-

" For you, right rev'rend Osnaburg, 
N ane sets the lawn-sleeve sweeter, 
Altho' a ribban at your lug 
Wad been a dress completer: 
As ye disown yon paughty dog 
That bears the keys o£ Peter, 
Then swith! an' get a wile to hug, 
Or trowth, ye'll stain the mitre 

Some lucMess day! " 

The tale how this member o£ the Royal Family came 
to be "right rev'rend" has something of the flavour 
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of opera bouffe about it. Osnaburg was the name of a 
district in Westphalia, the bishopriq whereof carried 
with it the sway of an area 45 miles by 25, together 
with an income of £20,000. This good thing was in 
the gift of the Elector of Hanover and of the Chapter 
of Cologne alternately. It feH vacant in 1763, when 
the turn to present lay with the Elector of Hanover 
(George HI. himself); and George, like a prudent parent 
providing for his offspring, presented it to his son 
Frederick, Duke of York-then seven months old. Four 
thousand gold and silver medals were struck in com
memoration of the appointment. A sycophantic clergy
man dedicated a book to the "Reverend Father in 
Gpd." There were less eulogistic writers on the topic. 
Later there was Burns. 

"The office," says authority, "was a secular 
dignity with an ecclesiasticall designation. " Being of 
such a kind, the infant's appointment to it could hard[y 
but entail dispute; and the plea was kept going by the 
:various spiritual and ecclesiastical dignitaries till 1802, 
when, on condition of certain surrenders, the Duke 
gained the day. The ecclesiastical designation itself he 
had abandoned when made Duke of York-in point of 
fact, before "A Dream" was 'YTitten. After the 
manner of guidgangin' pleas, however, this particu1lar 
one left little for the needy prince. Which fact has 
its own bearing on his marriage; for, long ere this, he 
did "get a wife "-the Princess Royal of Prussia. 
Percy Fitzgerald, however, does not give Burns the 
credit. He says that the Duke was "prope~led into 
marriage by the pressure of pecuniary difficu[ties." 

Thirty-two years after "A Dream" was written, 
Osnaburg took the chair at a dinner held in London for 
the purpose of raising funds towards the erection of a 
monument on the Banks of Doon. He and his brother 
clearly did not regard dreams as treason. As likely as 
not the scapegrace pair had nudged each other over their 
copy of the Poems, and thought the Scots ploughman 
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no end of a wag. The records of that dinner are scarce 
to seek. They are, however, to be found in three loose 
leaves in the PuMic Reference Library at Ayr-leaves, 
the title page luckily among them, torn from a book by 
some Burns enthusiast. 

To the Court of St. J ames there had come in 1817 
Richard Rush, son of Benjamin Rush, eminent Ameri
can physician and signatory to the Declaration of 
Independence: there to be " Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the U.S.A." We had 
been at war with the States as recently as 1812, and 
various outstanding problems were awaiting settlement, 
among them the North-west boundary line. On this 
last Castlereagh and Rush reached agreement, though 
times nearer our own were to hear more on this head 
when Alaska and her go'ld came on the diplomatic 
horizon. It is from memoirs by Rush that these [eaves 
have been torn-A Residence at the Court of London 
(Series 1.: Londo~, Richard Bentley: 1833). 

What remains is quotation :-" May 27, 1818. A 
few persons desirous to see a monument erected to Burns 
put an offhand notice in the Morning Chronicle that 
the admirers of his genius would dine to-day at the City 
of London Tavern. About two hundred assembled. 
The steward invited me as a guest. The Duke of York 
was in the chair. 

" The leading person was Mr. [Alexander] Boswell, 
son of the biographer of J ohnson, and a Member 01 
Parliament. He made a speech on the genius of Burns, 
and urged the propriety of erecting a monument on the 
site of the cottage where he was born. A son of the 
Poet was present. On' Success to the Fame of Burns ' 
being given as a toast, he thanked the company in a 
modest, feeling manner. The punch-bowl that belonged 
to Burns and of which it is known that he was too fond 
was handed round as a relic. [It is now in the British 
Museum.] A full band was in the orchestra. We had 
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a good deal of Old Scotch music, with several of Burns' 
songs, and a good one written for the occasion by Mr. 
Bosweill. The Duke of York was toasted with a compli
mentary aJllusion to the share which he had taken as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army in improving its con
dition. The' Admirers of Burns in the United States' 
followed, on which I made my acknowledgments. 

" Several hundred pounds were co[lected towards the 
monument. [London gave about £500 in all.] It may 
serve as an instance to show how the pocket is opened 
at public dinners in London." 

J AMES THOMSON. 





. . 

FACSIMILE OF A BURNS MANUSCRIPT 

(See opposite page) 

-' . 



A BURNS MANUSCRIPT. 

The manuscript-Burns's holograph, but not Burns's 
composition-which is reproduced in facsimile on the 
opposite page was offered at auction by Messrs. Sotheby, 
of London, on 16th July, 1924, and was sold for £82. 
The purchaser-Mr. George A. Baill, of Muncie, Indiana 
-has been good enough to send a photograph of the 
document and to grant permission for its reproduction 
here. The interjectional words, between the poem and 
Anderson's presentation inscription, are in the hand of 
R. A. Smith himself. 

The manuscript of Burns's song, "0, gude ale comes," 
as originally printed in Johnson's Scots Musical Museum, 
is now in possession of Paisley Burns Club. It carries 
this docket-" Burns' Autograph. Presented to R. A. 
Smith for the Paisley Burns Club by J no. Anderson, 
Engraver. Edinburgh, Nov. 22d, 1820." 

Smith, whose fame as musician and musica[ editor 
still lives, was then the leading figure in Paisley Burns 
Club; Anderson had been assistant to J ames J ohnson, 
publisher of the Museum. 

J.Al(ES THoHsoN. 



BURNS AND ELLISLAND. 

The three brief Iletters and the bill which are printed 
below were offered at auction by Messrs. Doweill's 
Ltd., Edinburgh, on 28th October, 1925, and were pur
chased by Mr. Waiter Spencer, of London, for £127 
(No. 1, £35; No. 2, £41; No. 3, £51). They were 
part of a large collection of manuscripts and printed 
books which was formed by the late ex-Provost Duncan 
Ferguson, of Burntisland, and had been acquired by him 
-for £105-at an auction, on 15th December, 1920, in 
Messrs. Sotheby's rooms, in London, to which they had 
been sent by Miss H. B. Wadde!ll-Boyd, of Ravelin 
House, Portsmouth. 

ROBERT BURNS TO THOMAS BOYD. 

I 
Isle, Sunday morn : 

I see at last, dear Sir, some signs of your executing 
my house within the current year. I am oblidged to 
set out for Edinr. to-morrow se'ennight, so I beg 
you will set as many hands to work as possible during 
this week. I am distressed with the want of my house 
in a most provoking manner. It loses me two hours' 
work of my servants every day, besides other inconveni
ences. For G--d's sake Ilet me but within the shell 
of it! 

I am, 
Dear Sir, 

Yours, 
ROBT. BURNS. 

II 
Isle, Sunday morn: 

I arrived from Edinr. yesternight and was a good deal 
surprised at finding my house still Ilying Hke Babylon 
in the prophecies of Isiah. I beg, dear Sir, for 
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humanity's sake, that you w~ll send me out your h.ands 
to-morrow and oblidge, 

Dr. Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 

ROBT. BURNS. 

III 
Ellisland, 16 June, 1791. 

Dear Sir, 
As it is high time that the account between 

you and me were settled, if you will take a billl of Mr. 
Alexr. Crombie's to me for twenty pounds in part, I 
will settle with you immediately j at least against 
Wedensday se'ennight, as I am to be out of the country 
for a week. Mr. Crombie cannot take it amiss that I 
endeavour to ~et myself clear of his bill in this manner, 
as you owe hIm and I owe you. 

lam, 
Dear Sir, 

Yours, 
ROBT. BURNS. 

The bill referred to in this letter is dated April 6, 
1791. It is directed to Mr . .Allexr. Crombie, mason in 
Dalswinton, and reads :-~' Sir,-Three months after 
date pay to me or my order at the Coffee house in Dum
fries the sum pf twenty poullds sterling for value received 
from-Robt. Burns." The bill carries the signatures of 
Burns, William Lorimer, and Allexr. Crombie. 

The letters refer to the building of the Poet's farm
house at EUisland, whither he himself had gone in June 
of 1788, leaving his wife and his son at Mauchline. 
During the months when the house was building he 
lived at "The Isle," on the Nith-half a mile away. 
It was here that the first two of the letters were written
doubtless in the autumn of 1788 j and it was to the same 
temporary residence that he brought his wife in or about 
the following November. 



"LAST MAY A BRAW WOOER CAM DOUN THE 
LANG GLEN." 

Sir, 

Brankston House, 
By Stonehouse, 

Lanarkshire, 
30th July, 1925. 

In the hope that it may interest some of 
your readers, I send you the followmg note regarding 
the origin of Burns's song, "Last May a Braw Wooer 
Cam Doun the Lang Glen." The story came from my 
uncle, who often spoke of it, and who died some years 
ago at over eighty years of age, having lived rull his life 
in Nithsdale. 

When Burns was performing his duties as an Excise
man, he visited the inn at Durisdeer from time to time, 
and it was there that the incidents occurred around 
which he wove the song. The inn was then occupied by 
a family named Brown, and cousins were tenants of the 
adjacent farm of Gateslack. Maiilie or Mary Brown, 
the innkeeper's da.ughter, was one of the beauties of the 
district; and it is of her that the Poet writes and to her 
that the "braw wooer" came with so little success. 
He was the laird of Trdloss, a property at the upper end 
of the Dalveen Pass-the "[ang glen "-at the lower 
end of which the village of Durisdeer is situated. 
Although Mary in the song shows signs of relenting, she 
in fact married Wililiam Rae, a well-known farmer in 
the district, who later became the tenant of Gatesllack 
farm, and who, with his descendants, occupied it for 
over 120 years. The story has a personal interest for 
me, as Mary Brown was my great-grandmother. 

Yours faithfully, 
J AMES GOURLAY. 

ADDENDUM. 

The song "Last May a Braw Wooer" was sent 
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by Burns to George Thomson on or about 3rd Ju'ly, 
1795. Thomson objected to the introduction of "Gates
lack" and "Dalgarnock" in the song; and on or 
about 3rd August following the Poet wrote to him that 
" , Gateslack '-the word you object to in my last ballad 
-is positively the name of a particular place, a kind of 
passage among the Lowther Hillls, on the confines of 
this county. ' Dalgarnock' is also the name of a 
romantic spot, near the Nith, where are still a ruined 
church and a buriaH.-place. However, let the line run 
, He up the Ilang loan,' &c." 



CLARINDA'S COPY OF BURNS'S "POEMS." 

At the first meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Scottish National Library, held in Edinburgh on 26th 
October, 1925, a valuable gift, in the form of the copy 
of his printed Poems which Robert Burns presented to 
Mrs. Agnes M'Lehose-the " Clarinda " of poetry and 
prose-was announced from Sir Henry S. Keith, of 
Hamilton. 

The copy of the Poems chiefly in the Scottish Dialect, 
which thus formed the first donation to the National 
Library, is of the fourth edition-cc the second edition 
considerablly enlarged "-published in February of 1793'. 
It includes the contents of the second and third editions 
(1787), with twenty additional poems and songs, these 
additions embracing a considerable portion of Burns's 
best work-CC Tam 0' Shanter," "Elegy on Captain 
Matthew Henderson," "On Grose's Peregrinations," 
and " The Whistle." The Poet's agreement with his 
publisher-the dilatory Wi[liam Creech-stipulated that 
he wae to receive, in payment for these additional pieces, 
" a few books which I very much want, together with 
as many copies of this new edition of my own work as 
Friendship or Gratitude shall prompt me to present; I 
mean to present them among a few Great Folk whom I 
respect and a few Little Folk whom I [ove." Twenty 
copies were sent by Creech to the Poet, and most-if not 
al}l-of them were given away by him. The recipients 
included his daughter-cc dear-bought Bess "-the Earl 
of Glencairn, Robert Riddell of Glenriddelll and Maria 
Riddeltl of W oodley Park, Miller of Dalswinton and 

, M''Murdo of Drumlanrig, Mrs. Graham of Fintry and 
Mrs. Farquhar, and Thomas White, teacher in Dumfries 
Academy. 

" I present you a book; may I hope you willl accept 
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of it," Burns wrote in one of his last letters to Mrs. 
M'Lehose, shortly after her return from the West Indies. 
Dr. William Wallace, in his revised edition of Dr. 
Robert Chambers's Life and Works of Burns, conjec
tured that the book presented was a copy of the new 
edition of the Poems, though it was not known then 
(1896) to be in existence. It has ilately come to light, 
however, though, unfortunately, minus the leaf which 
carried the presentation inscription. Identification is 
made easy, however, by the appearance on the title-pages 
of " Mrs. M'Lehose, June, 1802," and" A Present from 
the Author "-both in the hand of " Clarinda " herseH. 
Besides these inscriptions, there are three corrections 
of the printed text in Burns's hand: one of them the 
alteration of "wake" to "break," in the sixth last 
lline of the piece" Written in Friars-Carse Hermitage." 

By the patriotism of Sir Henry S. Keith, this inter
esting and precious relic of Burns and the " charming 
Clarinda " has been saved to Scotland, and has returned 
to the city where they first met-there to be preserved 
" for public use to all posterity." 



MISS BURNS: 
GRAND-DAUGHTER OF THE POET. 

(Died 10th May, 1925.) 

Miss Annie Burns Burns, who was the only surviving 
grand-daughter of Robert Burns, died at Cheltenham 
on 10th May, 1925. She was in her ninety-:fi1th year, 
and was the only daughter, by his second marriage, of 
Lieutenant-Oolonel J ames Gllencairn Burns, fourth son 
of the Poet. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Burns, who died in 1865, was in 
the service of the East India Company. He retired 
:from the Army on pension and took up residence at 
Chelltenham. His second wife, Mary Beckett, mother 
of Miss Burns, died in 1844. For some years Miss 
Burns's companion at Cheltenham was Mrs. Sarah Burns 
Hutchinson, a half-sister, and since the death of the 
latter, in 1909, Miss Burns had lived a quiet and retired 
life. She was the nearest ~iving relative of Robert 
Burns, a distinction which now passes to the nephews 
and nieces of her half-sister, Mrs. Burns Uutchinson. 

The funeral of Miss Burns took place on 14th May, 
1925, to Charlton Kings, Gloucestershire, where her half
sister is buried. Wreaths were sent by the Burns 
Federation, the Burns Club of London, the National 
Burns Memorial and Cottage Homes at Mauchline, and 
by many relatives and friends. 

AN APPRECIATION. 

My acquaintance with the family began in 1896. 
It was the centenary of the Poet's death, and as Presi
dent of the National Burns Memorial and Cottage 
Homes, Mauchline, it was my privilege to invite some 
of the descendants of the Poet to be present at the lay
ing of the foundation stone and to stay with me for the 
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()ccasion. Mrs. Sarah Burns Hutchinson was then too 
frail and aged to travel, but Miss Annie B. Burns and 
her niece, Miss Daisy Burns Hutchinson, accepted the 
invitation. They were greatly interested in all they 
saw in Scotland, especialllY so in the Cottage Homes at 
Mauchtline, which are designed for aged and deserving 
poor, particularly among the peasantry. As one of them 
said to me at the time, "Enough money has been spent 
on mere statues and memorials to the Poet's memory. 
Better to build cottages and give rooms to old couples 
and aged widows with something to live upon; they 
could bring their own furniture, do their own cooking, 
and make their rooms home-like. Burns's warm
hearted sympathy would lie with work like this." That 
is exactly the policy the directors have ever since fol
~owed, and it has proved a great success. 

In 1913, when the Liverpool Athenreum, false to its 
trust, solId the Glenriddell Manuscripts of B"lJrns's writ
ings, Miss Annie Burns lent her aid to the efforts for 
their recovery. She was the nearest relative of the 
Poet, and the Glenriddell Manuscripts had been 
entrusted to the Liverpool Athenreum by the daughter 
of Dr. Currie, who had received them on loan from the 
Poet's widow to enable him to write the Life and 
edit the Works of the Poet. Couns~ who were 
consulted thought, with the information then before 
them, that the only chance of recovering the manu
scripts was through Miss Burns, as legal heir of the Poet. 
Miss Burns at once agreed to a summons being taken out 
in her name against the Liverpool Athenreum, not for 
any personall gain, for at the same time she wrote a 
letter that, if the action was successful, the manuscripts 
wou~d be gifted to Scotland. As the first step in the 
legal! proceedings, a petition was presented in the Court 
at Dumfries, and the Sheriff of Dumfries judiciallly 
decerned Miss Burns to be nearest relative and legal heir 
of the Poet. Before the actual summons could be 
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served on tlie Liverpool Athenreum the unexpected hap
pened, through the generosity of Mr. John Gribbel, of 
Philadelphia, who bought the precious manuscripts and 
presented them to Scotland. Mr. Gribbeil was so pleased 
with the action of Miss Burns that, when he was in 
Scotland in the autumn of 1920, he made a special visit 
to Cheiltenham to see her. 

Miss Burns kept wonderfu!lly welll, and retained all 
her faculties till near the end. She was able to write 
in a firm, clear hand till last year. The end came very 
peacefuilly and very quietly, with no pain. 

Miss Burns was somewhat reserved in manner, but 
alil who knew her had the most profound affection and 
respect for her. Cultured and well educated, with 
refined features, her face in repose seemed reserved, but 
when she spoke her eyes lit up, and you then realised 
her warm and sympathetic nature. She knew intimately 
the writings of Burns, and was interested in everything 
that made him famous. On one of my visits to Chelten
ham she read to me some of the Poet's writings, and I 
realised in the fullest sense the beauty of "The 
Cottar's Saturday Night." She was proud of the world's 
growing appreciation of the genius of Burns, and, 
though she knew that she was the nearest link to him, 
she never obtruded her personality on the public. She 
was fond of music; in her younger days she had a beauti
ful voice, and sometimes sang at concerts in aid of 
charity. In her own quiet way she helped on many a 
good object-not so much with money, as her circum
stances did not permit of that, but with her own hands 
and work. She was much loved and respected in 
Cheltenham. I close with the tribute of a Cheltenham 
friend who, on my last visit there, pointing to Miss 
Burns, whispered in my ear, " She is one of the hidden 
servants of God." J. LEIPER GEMMILL. 
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MR. JAMES JEF~REY HUNTER, OF GLASGOW: 
VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1900-1925. 

(Died 27th November, 1925.) 

The first page of this volume records the death, on 
1st June, 1925, of the Emeritus-President of the Burns 
Federation, Dr. D. M'Naught. Here we record with 
regret that, on 27th November, 1925, the Senior Vice
President of the Federation, Mr. James Jeffrey Hunter, 
died suddenly in Glasgow. 

Mr. Hunter was about sixty-four years of age, and 
was a son of the late BaiHe Archibald Je-Jirey Hunter, 
a man of advanced views whose picturesque figure was 
for long well known in the streets of Glasgow, and who 
was for two decades secretary to the Glasgow United 
Trades Council, and for severall years a member of the 
Town Counci[ and a Magistrate of the city. He received 
his training with the firm of Messrs. Madlay, Murray & 
Spens, and attended ilaw classes at Glasgow University. 
In 1892 he began business as a solicitor on his own 
account, and during the subsequent thirty-three years 
built up a large Court practice. 

Mr. Jeffrey Hunter's interests in his native city were 
many and varied-chiefly political and municipall, 
theatrical and. literary-and his services were free'ly 
given to them. Liberal in politics, he travelled the 
country to speak on behalf of candidates for parlia
mentary honours, and on several occasions acted as 
agent at elections. He was also a member of Glasgow 
Corporation, representing the First (Dallmarnock) Ward 
during the years 1899-1901; was a member of the Insti
tute of Journalists, a lecturer on literary subjects, and 
an amateur actor of considerable reputation. 

In 1900 Mr. Jeffrey Hunter was elected a Vice
H 
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President of the Federation of Burns Olubs; at the time 
of his death he was Senior Vice-President, and ll?oked 
forward to filling the Presidential chair. During the 
twenty-five years that have elapsed since his election to 
that office he devoted a very large portion of his .time 
and his energies to the advancement of the Burns cult. 
He was Secretary of the Tam 0' Shanter Burns Club 
(Gllasgow) for fifteen years; and was one of the founders, 
as weill as President for two years, of the National Burns 
Club, instituted in 1904. He also assisted in 1920 to 
estabiish the Burns House Club, which provides a central 
meeting-p1lace for the clubs of Glasgow and surrounding 
district; and from its inception was Secretary of the 
Glasgow and District Burns Association, founded nearly 
twenty years ago" to promote closer union between the 
clubs in the district, and to bring members of the clubs 
into more harmonious relationship." 

It was largely due to the pertinacity of Mr. Alex
ander Pollock and the late Mr. Jeffrey Hunter-who 
pressed the matter on the attention of the members of 
the Burns Federation-that the question of schoo'l 
children's competitions was taken up seriously by them. 
This movement has made great progress within the last 
few years, and, on the suggestion of the President of 
the Federation, is now being folllowed by the formation 
of vernacular associations. One was recently instituted 
at Glasgow, and it was fortunate to secure Mr. Jeffrey 
,Hunter as its first secretary. 

Mr. Jeffrey Hunter's services to all these organisa
tions were invaluable. He gave generously of his time 
sincerely and enthusiastically to further the objects 
for which they had been founded, guiding them through 
the difficulties of their early years; and he had the 
satisfaction of knowing that the members recognised 
their obligations to him. 



MR. JAMES BLACK MORI SON, OF GREENOCK. 
(Died 8th March, 1925.) 

Among the notable Burnsians removed by death Ilast 
year, J. B. Morison holds an honoured place. Not so 
long ago membership of a Burns Club carried only a 
{loubtful distinction. To-day it is different. One thinks 
kindly of the comparatively small band of men who, 
between forty and fifty years ago, gave themselves to 
the task of setting their countrymen right with Burns. 
Too many of the Poet's own countrymen tried to Motch 
his reputation and deride his influence for good, and 
they dared their Lilliputian darts even against his 
unassailable literary position. Our N ationaJl Bard 
suffered much in the house of his friends. It is trite 
now to say that all that is changed. One of the men 
who wrought for the newer and truer vogue of Burns 
in his own country was the subject of these notes. 
Morison's love for Burns was a tender and sensitive 
affection that endured the sinister mouthings with pain. 

He began with his own Club, which had fallen into 
a moribund condition. Occasionally it had a carousal 
on the nata'l night, and that carousaJl it regarded as a 
" celebration" of the Bard. It was in these circum
stances that Morison took over the Secretaryship. 
Mere words of praise sound hollow when genius is 
asserting itself. Genius carves its own way; therein 
is the secret of Morison's success. 

Greenock and the neighbourhood has vividly 'inter
esting associations with the Bard, and if there was one 
district in Scotland where a Burns Club should be 
worthy and powerful, it surely was Greenock. So 
Morison thought, and with that end in view he worked. 
His energy kept pace with his genius for organising and 
{leveloping the varied interests of the institution. Such 
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was his enthusiasm-always a wisely directed enthu
siasm-for the cause to which he gave the best years of 
his life that the sharp edge was taken off the severe 
secretariall duty; and the duty became [oving service. 
His enthusiasm was contagious, and it is not surprising 
that the Olub and the Cause prospered. 

In the controversy regarding the precedence of the 
Club he used his literary and historical gift with the 
finest effect. He claimed that the precedence of the 
date of institution of Burns Clubs lay with the Club at 
Greenock. The date of its institution was 1802. He 
was in antagonism with the keenest wits and trained 
intellects of the other Clubs. He could follow a clue 
with the best of them, and he did it indefatigably and 
with ail:l the zest of conviction. Far and near he sought 
and secured, and u!ltimate[y submitted, his incontro
vertible evidence .. It was admitted, and at last he had 
the great joy of knowing that he had established the 
claim of his Club as the Mother Burns Club of the 
world. 

But his enthusiasm took a wider sweep. Such a 
prestige as his Club had achieved required, he knew, 
acknowledgment and interested response among the 
greatest in Literature and Art, and, accordingly, on his 
initiation, the Olub from time to time ellected many 
distinguished men as Honorary Members. They 
glad'ly accepted office. The roll of Honorary Presidents 
is one of remarkable names, for the Club continues his 
practice of inviting distinguished men to the annual 
anniversary. They come, and they are glad to acknow
ledge the prestige of the Mother Club. 

In the Club rooms are many Burns relics. The 
walls are covered with portraits and pictures, and there 
is a library of Scottish literature. Most of these were 
collected for the Club by Morison, for he was a lover of 
art and poetry and literature. His private [ibrary was 
indicative of the man. It was particuJIarly rich in 
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Scottish books; and one of the best collections in the 
country of John GaIt's works was his treasured possession. 
He had many first editions. 

Morison was a man of few words but of great 
actions. He was modest as he was kind, and the lover 
of good causes; the poor fellow-man ever found in him 
a friend. The spirit of brotherhood dominated him all 
the time. Innumerable visitors come to Greenock each 
year from every part of the world to see "Highland 
Mary's" grave and to study the locall associations with 
Burns. To al[ these Morison was ever ready with his 
knowledge and his service. His loss is mourned in 
Greenock; but far afield, and overseas and in remote 
corners of the earth, his name willl carry with it the air 
of sanctity that belongs to all greatness, no matter in 
what sphere it is manifested. CRAS. L. BRODIE. 



THE SONG OF FRIENDSHIP. 

Those who seek to make Scotland a mere province of 
England have a hard, I venture to hope an impossible, 
job before them. In the matter of railway transport we 
have become a mere pendant to London. But national 
literature and sentiment are tougher facts than loco
motives. Scotland has impressed her individuality upon 
the world as no French province or German State c~)Uld 
ever have done. InternationaJl wire1less seemed the 
crowning blow. It threatened the very citadel of the 
Scottish soul. Scottish song, which we ourselves had 
neglected and done so much to degrade, was to be finally 
submerged by a glutinous stream of drawing-room 
baJ1Jlads, revue imbecilities, whipped Neapolitan cream, 
and musical spearmint from America, "considerable 
used up," llike the quid presented for Martin Chuzzlewit's 
inspection by his Yankee fellow-traveiller. But Wabash 
and Minnetonka, the cinema notwithstanding, have not 
yet eclipsed Doon and Yarrow. When America became 
audible to Europe, one of the first things heard by 
British listeners-in was the hilariously vocal wind-up 
of a dinner. And the tune was" Auld Lang Syne." 

America, of course, is thick-starred with Caledonian 
associations, the strength and antiquity of which are 
~llustrated by a quaint coloured print, representing a 
large gathering of perfervid and HIt.ed Scots disporting 
themselves in a New York park on a July day nearly 
eighty years ago. Twice a year at least, on St. Andrew's 
Day and Burns's Birthday, those bands of prosperous 
exiles array themselves in what they suppose to be the 
garb of their ancestors, and assemble together to partake 
of cockaleekie and haggis and listen to the pipes and 
Seots songs and to the Dorie effusions of their own bards. 
The calligraphy of these may suggest a waybiill of the 
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Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad, and the ver
nacular may not be up to the standard of Charlles Murray 
or Allexander Gray or Hugh M'Diarmid-the Scoto
American poets are inveterate aince-ers and tae-ers-but 
the blood is pure, the whisky is 10 per cent. Highland, 
and in dreams the diners behold the scenes of " Bonnie 
Scotland Calls You." And, of course, they wind up 
with" Auld Lang Syne." But the company heard by 
the listeners-in was not Scots. It was 100 per cent. 
American, at least in accent. Yet it was singing with 
conviction a song which before the time of Burns was 
exclusively Scots. 

Many foreigners are under the impression that " For 
he's a jolly good fel:low" is the British Nationall 
Anthem. The author of the words of that immortaJl 
composition is unknown, and the use of the word 
" jolly" invalidates the theory that he was the same 
lord of language who wrote" God Save the King." The 
air is that of a French folk-song, " Malbrouk s'en va 't 
en guerre," which has nothing to do with the winner of 
Blenheim, and may be as old as the Crusades. That it 
should have become part of British social rituall renders 
~ess surprising the adoption of " Auld Lang Syne " as a 
prandial recessional by the whole English-speaking 
worlld, if not by an even larger circle. Both" supplied 
a long-felt want." The one made up for the painful 
deficiencies of the British as after-dinner speakers. The 
other removed the menace of a concluding speech by the 
chairman, and provided a gra~eful coda and finale to 
the sociall symphony. 

Into the question of the origin of the song I decline 
to enter. There are two subjects in regard to which, 
whatever one may say, one is always bound to be wrong. 
One is Scottish Gaelic, the other is Burns. So I mer~ly 
quote John Buchan's note, in The Northern Muse, to 
Burns's "Auld Lang Syne "-" There are older ver
sions in W atson' s Collection (1711) which may be by 
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Francis Sempill, and in the Tea Table Miscellany, and 
various Jacobite copies; but, except for the chorus, they 
have no kinship with Burns's masterpiece. . . . I 
have heard it sung in Dutch on a Boer farm on the 
Swaziland border." Allan Ramsay wrote a travesty, 
beginning 

"Should auld acquaintance be forgot? 
Tho' they return with scars, 

These are the noble hero's lot, 
Obtained in glorious wars" 

and ending on that vulgarly suggestive note which ruins 
the effect of his beautifu~ " Polwart on the Green." It 
was the life-loving wigmaker's defiance to the churchy 
prudishness of Edinburgh. But Alllan was less success
ful as a Scottish Anacreon than as a doric Guarini. He 
had the offensive tepidity, the leering, middle-aged 
epicurism, of Wieland or Tom Moore. He lacked the 
passion and the strong rustic savour that redeem the 
most daring passages of Burns. In the" glorious frag
ment," as Burns called it, of " Aulld Lang Syne " he 
missed the big human note that Burns was to capture 
and immortalise. 

Burns is not one of "the inheritors of unfulfilled 
renown." He won his fame almost as instantly and 
decisively as Scott or Byron, and he would have reaped 
the full harvest of it had he attained the al1lotted span. 
A reference in Byron suggests that the use of " Auld 
Lang Syne " as a social anthem may have begun shortly 
after Waterloo. The manner in which conviviaJl func
tions terminated before that date is indicated in Burns's 
most famous Bacchanalian song. Concerted pieces and 
the joining of hands were not to be expected from a 
company which had fallen on the stricken field. Each 
gentleman sang his own favourite song as he lay below 
the taMe, and by the time the servant came to loosen 
the neckties the unintelligible fragments of melody had 
blended in a universal snore. " Auld Lang Syne" 
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presupposes a company which is able to retain an upright 
posture and, in the spirit of brotherly assistance, to 
leave the hall of song" on the hoof." 

From certain choice episodes in the career of Wilkins 
Micawber, we may conclude that by the time of Dickens's 
boyhood "Au'ld Lang Syne" had gained its present 
vogue. It was the crowning item in the little dinner 
that celebrated Mr. Micawber's foregathering with 
David Copperfield at Canterbury. "When we came to 
, Here's a hand, my trusty frere' [sic], we all joined 
hands round the table; and when we declared we woulld 
, take a right gude Wililie Waught' [sic and likewise 
hie], and hadn't the least idea what it meant, we were 
really affected." At the reunion at Mrs. Crupp's Mr. 
Micawber, after a triumphant display of his culinary 
powers, brewed the punch and drank '" to the days 
when my friend Copperfield and myself were younger, 
and fought our way in the world side by side. I may 
say of myself and Copperfield, in words we have sung 
together before now, that 

" We twa hae run about the braes 
And pu'd the gowans fine" 

-in a figurative point of view-on several occasions. I 
am not exactly aware,' said Mr. Micawber, with the old 
1'0111 in his voice and the old, indescribable air of saying 
something genteell, 'what gowans may be, but I have 
no doubt that Copperfield and myself would frequently 
have taken a puilll at them, if it had been feasiblle.' " 
In a letter to David, Mr. Micawber recaJlls the meeting 
at Canterbury, when" Mrs. Micawber and myself had 
once the honour of uniting our voices to yours, in the 
well-known strain of the immortal exciseman nurtured 
beyond the Tweed." In another letter he quotes, with 
reference to his private misfortunes, the stanza of 
"Scots Wha Hae" beginning" Now's the day and 
now's the hour." And in his tribute in the Port 
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Middlebay Times "To David Copper:fi.eld, Esq., the 
Eminent Author," he remarks-'" Nor have I been 
debarred, 

" Though seas between us braid hae roared " 
(Burns), from participating in the intellectual feasts 
he has spread before us.''' Doubtless Mr. Micawber 
was one of the founders of the Port ·Midd:lebay Burns 
Club. 

The record among Burns celebrations is still, I 
imagine, held by the Centenary Banquet in the City 
Han, Glasgow, on January 25, 1859. Over and above 
"The Immortal Memory," which was replied to by 
Burns's son, Colonel William Nicol Burns, there were 
twenty-two toasts and :fi:fteen rep'lies, with appropriate 
musicaJl items between. The chairman was Sheriff Sir 
Archibald Alison, and among the other speakers were 
Henry Glassford Bell, Dr. Norman MacLeod, Professor 
Nicho'l, Sir David Brewster, Colin Rae-Brown, Monckton 
Milnes, and Samuel Lover. The band and organ were 
in fwll blast;" the vocalists were Messrs. Fulcher (of 
" Hurrah :for the Highlands I "), John Muir, Stembridge 
Ray, and Robson. The average middle-class audience 
in Scotland to-day is rather diffident about the Scottish 
N ationaJl Anthem, perhaps regarding it as savouring of 
Sinn Feinism, or, worse still, of "commonness." The 
'frfty-niners, on whom the light of Kipling had not 
dawned, had no such qualms. Their memorable jam
boree began with "Solo, 'Scots Wha Hae,' by Mr. 
Fulcher, Chorus to be sung by Company, standing." 
And the final item of the Gargantuan programme reads 
_cc Solos, 'Auld Lang Syne '-the Vocalists-Chorus 
by the Company, standing, accompanied by Band and 
Organ." At which of the not so very wee short 'oors 
ayont the twal' this item was reached, and what pro~or
tion of the company responded to the caJll to AttentIon, 
tradition sayeth not. But one may be certain that on 
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January 26, 1859, Blanket Bay was the favourite 
resort, and the druggists' shops were busier than the 
Exchanges. 

The notorious deficiencies of the British people in 
artistic, sociall, and even technicall matters are due 
entirely to their persistent disregard of one of the lead
ing maxims of life-" If a thing is worth doing, it is 
worth doing well." We miss golden opportunities by 
our casua~ and sliddery way of doing things. A dinner 
calls for as careful stage management as a play. "Auld 
Lang Syne " presupposes an audience able to stand, but 
an audience in that blissful state of intoxication which 
can be induced only by a judicious co-operation of 
Bacchus, the Muses, and genuine good fellowship. 
Heavy feeding, a careless collocation of guests, dull and 
rambling speeches, bad singing, an inferior piano, a 
poor accompanist, and a negligent chairman have their 
fitting cu~mination in a mumbled and mangled render
ing of Burns's immortal Song of Friendship. The 
dragging tune, the self-conscious stare, the fish-like hand 
extended to the trusty " friend " (sic), the ghastly gal
vanism of the prestissimo, prOCilaim the feast a fiasco. 
The end is all. Let us get" Auld Lang Syne " right 
and make the feast lead up to it. Let us get it into our 
noddles that there are no " days of auld lang syne " in 
the song; that " And surely ye'll be your pint-stowp, 
And surely I'll be mine," means "You'll pay for one 
pint and I'll pay for another" (treat about or no treat
ing); that "dine" means noon; that the last verse 
begins, " And there's a hand (no.t " haun "), my trusty 
fiere," fiere meaning crony; and that "a right gude
willy waught" means a right fuN-of-goodwiill long 
draught. Finally, let us follow the example of the 
'fifty-niners, and entrust each of the first four stanzas 
to one of four picked and reliable vocalists} and the last 
stanza to the four vocalists singing in parts, reserving 
our united energies for the recurrent and final chorus 
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and the breaking-off" three cheers." Fortune gave us 
the greatest of the world's song-writers, who gave the 
world its best convivial songs. Why not show ourselves 
worthy of the honour? 

WILLIAY POWER. 

ADDEN:pUM. 

Notes on Scottish Song, written by Robert Burns in 
an inte:rileaved copy of The Scots Musical Museum, with 
additions by Robert Riddell and others, and edited by 
James C. Dick (London, 1908), is not so well known as it 
deserves to be. For that reason there is printed here 
what the Poet says is "the original and by much the 
best set of the words of this song "-

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind? 

Should auM acquaintance be forgot, 
And days 0' lang syne? 

Chorus-And for auld ~ang syne, my jo, 
For auld lang syne, 

We'll tak a cup 0' kindness yet, 
For auld lang syne, 

And surely ye'l1 be your pint-stowp! 
And surely PH be mine! 

And we'll tak a cup 0' kindness yet, 
For au!ld lang syne. 

And for, &c. 
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We twa hae run about the braes 
And pu'd the gowans fine; 

But we've wander'd mony a weary foot 
Sin auld lang syne. 

And for, &c. 

We twa hae paidl'd i' the burn 
Frae mornin' sun till dine; 

But seas between us braid hae roar'd 
Sin auld lang syne. 

And for, &c. 

And there's a hand, my trusty fiere! 
And gie's a hand 0' thine! 

And we'll tak a right gude-witlly waught, 
For auld bng syne. 

And for, &c. 
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REVIEWS OF NEW BOOKS. 

"Scottish Poems of Robert Burns in his Native ~ialect," by 
Sir James Wilson, K.C.S.1. (London: Oxford University Press, 
1925,6f-) 

Writing to his friend Samuel Rose on August 27, 1787, 
Cowper says, "Poor Burns loses much of his deserved praise in 
this country through our ignorance of his language. I despair 
of meeting with any Englishman who will take the pains that I 
have taken to understand him. I lent him to a very 
sensible neighbour of mine, but his uncouth dialect spoiled all; 
and before he had half read him through he was quite ramjeezled." 
As a matter of fact, the proportion of what the English poet calls 
"uncouth dialect" is not so very alarming, and those to whom 
the vernacular is strange find Burns easier to read than to listen 
to when read by one" giving each guttural the true Anglo-Saxon 
enunciation, which is now forgotten in the southern parts of this 
realm," and reproducing the vowel sounds heard in Ayrshire. 
Such reading might puzzle a little those in other parts of Scotland. 
The reviewer has spoken at Burns Dinners from Morayshire to 
Dumfriesshire and in Dublin, and it was very interesting to listen 
to the varying pronunciation in the different localities. Then 
again, as Sir James Wilson points out in this excellent and 
instructive volume, "In his Scotch poems and songs Burns often 
introduces verses which he obviously meant to.be pronounced as 
standard English. Sometimes it is doubtful how far he 
meant his verses to be pronounced in English or in Scotch, and 
probably he himself would make them more English in reading 
them to a refined Edinburgh audience than when reading them 
to his friends and cronies in Central Ayrshire." Further, the 
a.uthor observes, Burns often adopts the English spelling as it 
stands, although the pronunciation of the word in Scotch may be 
very different. Thus one unfamiliar with the Scots Vernacular 
would mispronounce dogs, mill, will, would stumble over the 
rhyme "crouse-house," and would be all at sea with the rhymes 
in the opening stanza of "A Winter Night," a title certain to 
induce error. Verses meant to be pronounced as standard 
English are left as they stand, but, as regards the rest, by means 
of an easily mastered phonetic scheme Sir J ames Wilson repro
duces the exact Ayrshire pronunciation, so that, with a little 
trouble, anyone can read Burns as he ought to be read. The 
plan of the book is that, on one page is the text, on the opposite 
page a phonetic rendering, and at the bottom a free translation 
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for the benefit of those that find difficulty with words, phrases, 
idioms. The method will be familiar to those acquainted with 
the author's The Dialect of Robert Burns as spoken in Central 
Ayrshire; the present volume is an effective adaptation of the 
plan followed in the earlier book. Together the two constitute a 
splendid contribution to the scientific study of the vernacular, 
and an effective instrument for promoting a knowledge of one 
of its varieties. A. M. WILLIAMS. 

"Robert Burns, a Play," by John Drinkwater. (London: Sidg
wick &; Jackson, Ltd., 1925, 3/6.) 

For some time Burnsians have known that Mr. John Drink· 
water had in preparation a play or operetta dealing with Robert 
Burns. Dr. M'Naught often spoke to me about it, and wondered 
in a not unkindly way what it would be like: would Mr. Drink
water reach to his subject, or leave it above him in the altitudes 1 
Happily, Dr. M'Naught has been spared the production. None 
the less, and if only because of the position Mr. Drinkwater 
holds in letters, the play cannot be wholly ignored. It has 
now been published. Well staged, with good singing and music, 
with winsome impersonations of female coyness and rustic sim
plicity, it may pass muster, and even have a vogue of its own in 
any London play-house accustomed to light musical comedy and 
audiences innocent of literary feeling or knowledge of any idiom 
other than their own: but even then, has not Mr. Drinkwater 
under-estimated the intelligence of a London audience 7 In any 
case the superb songs of Burns and the touching beauw of many 
of the old Scots airs will carry it along, for those airs at least 
are sure to be charmingly rendered. As a characterisation, how
ever, of Scottish life, even with Scottish song irregularly wedded 
thereto, it is, to use the Scots Vernacular" a wheen blethers." 
In Biblical phraseology, Mr. Drinkwater has travailed, "and as it 
were brought forth wind." 

In his preface Mr. Drinkwater explains that, as an Englishman, 
he must express himself in "his own native idiom." How else 
could he express himself at a1l1 The pity is that he did not 
confinE.! himself to his native idiom throughout, instead of inter
jecting it among Burns's beautiful songs, mainly in the vernacular. 
The conjunction is unhappy and incongruous, for the author's 
English is not the English of the Poet, who in his letters touches 
a supreme altitude. But even then, the Poet's English was never 
equal to the power and tender beauty of his work in the verna
cular; and to intersperse, as Mr. Drinkwater does, his own precise 
modern English idiom with another's earlier and diverse, but also 
native, idiom is surely foolillh. What he has really done is to 
remove the poetic jewels of Burns from their own incomparable 
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setting to one that is commonplace, and in the handling he has 
unfortunately destroyed much of the sweetness and beauty of 
many precious things. Moreover, by incongruous juxtaposition 
with material of his own, he has created a discord and marred 
much of their harmony and completeness. 

Mr. Drinkwater is himself obviously not altogeth,)r unconscious 
of this, for in his prefatory note he naively asks his Scottish 
readers to remember that "in the performance of this play the 
addition of local colour to the speech can safely be left to the 
actors." But these may not always be Scottish, or even Scottish 
with a knowledge of the vernacular; and if local colour is not 
safe ill the hands of the author, is it likely to be more 110 in the 
hands of possibly alien players1 That Mr. Drinkwater was 
conscious of his inherent limitations is also otherwise evidenced, 
and the wonder grows that he should have essayed this venture 
into the empyrean with so poor equipment, and not have left the 
quest to someone with at least a working knowledge of the 
vernacular, and a greater native sympathy with, and nnder
standing of, Robert Burns and his vehicle. Much, if not all, of 
Mr. Drinkwater's modern English dialogue, although here and 
there carrying a certain sweetnesll of its own, is altogether out of 
keeping with the virile idiom of Burns, and this both in matter 
and form; but even Mr. Drinkwater's often fine English is but as 
a thread of lint, upon which he has sought to string Bums's 
jewels of song. Mr. Drinkwater has done many things of note, 
as well as things which lighten the passing hour, but it was 
surely unwise to make play with the Olympians. In his operetta 
he had evidently before his eyes the financial success of the 
Hammersmith production of the Beggar's Opera and, for the 
moment forgetting he is not Gay, essayed to revive the nefarious 
Macheath in Robert Bums, not as seen through the medium of 
"truth," but through that of the pay-box. For Robert Bums he 
has shown but little regard throughout. 

As a lesser instance of Mr. Drinkwater's maladroit appropria
tion, take the incident of the literary breakfast at Edinburgh
which he wholly misconstrues, as so much else in his operetta
where a clergyman attacked Gray's Elegy. With generous 
warmth Burns defended the dead and, begging the provoker of 
the foolish adventure to be at least specific, bore with forbearance 
but with growing irritation all the pedantic blundering of the 
aggressor till, goaded into indignant reply, with flashing eyes and 
burning contempt, he burst forth: "Sir, I perceive a man may 
be an excellent judge of poetry by square and rule, and after all 
be a damned blockhead." Fortunately Mr. Drinkwater has not 
yet himself apprehended the obvious application. 

The characterisation of Robert Bums is neither that of the Bums 
of truth or of manhood, "nor that of charity. The presentment 
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breathes of drink, wantonness, and posturing; and these form a 
trilogy which, if they are the author's conception of life and 
poetry, were assuredly not those of Robert Burns. To Mr. 
Drinkwater may be suggested a perusal of Dr. M'Naught's Truth 
about Bu1'ns. That is the work of a man careful and authorita
tive; of one, moreover, whose life-long study of the Poet is 
sympathetic and understanding; and if it has not the meed of 
Mr. Drinkwater's imagination, it has at least that reverenoe and 
knowledge which would have prevented intrusion into the banal. 

Not a single one of Mr. Drinkwater's characters is real; 
rather are they of stage tinsel and travesty, and one may even 
hear the sound of Bow bells. "Holy Willie" is a footlight 
"minister"; Gavin Hamilton an English attorney; Nelly Kilpatrick, 
Burns's boyhood sweetheart of the harvest field, is portrayed as 
something of a country lightskirts; and even "Bonnie Jean" 
herself is but a stiffly posed lay figure, which the artist has hardly 
even troubled sufficiently to drape. Mrs. Ferguson's Edinburgh 
drawing room of 1787 exhales more of the spirit of the suburban 
drawing room of to day than of that of the Edinburgh wits and 
scholars. For the dominant figure of Robert Burns he has com
pounded the wan shade of a Charles Surface, a posturing nonenity, 
and a self-conscious sentamentalist of drink and gallantry; which 
compound, when it is not the showman in tinsel and spanglel!l 
beating the big drum, is obtruding the songs of Robert Burns 
upon the stage. The crowd may indeed walk up and pay their 
pennies, but the rest, as a Burns play, is void. 

The great blot, however-which Mr. Drinkwater's lack of the 
vernacular and knowledge of the idiom may in part excuse-is 
the irrelevant sequence and continuous intrusion of Burns's songs. 
In jumbling them together with but little regard to their time, 
place, or occasion, he dulls their music, soils their beauty, and by 
environment does his best or worst to make them commonplace 
and at times even ridiculous by irrelevant conjunction with his 
dialogue. Take" Scene n.-The Inn at Mauchline "-after the 
bacchanal. All have gone out save Burns, the Landlord, NeIl, 
and the one remaining drunken sleeper on the fioor, whom Burns 
awakes and proceds to convoy unsteadily home. Mr. Drinkwater 
names this figure "John Anderson." To wanton with and 
outrage Burns's most exquisite little lyric of wedded bliss and life
long love, by inversion of qualities and transposition of meaning, 
into a drunken song voiced by two incoherent wayfarers, one of 
whom cheaply fears the tongue of an exasperated wife, is the 
debasement of literary chivalry, and, if not pure idiocy, is at best 
poor farce; in Mr. Drinkwater it is inexcusable. This disregard 
of meaning and incongruous interspersion of not only this lyric, 
but of much other matter, with a foreign and often fatuous 
dialogue, is so obviously a mistake that it should have been 



130 REVIEWS 

apparent. In the last scene of all it reaches a climax. There, 
theatrically hearing the fictitious march away of his Dumfries 
volunteer comrades to the French wars, the worn 'and dying Burns 
raises himself from his bed to sing (from its martial nature one 
may assume stentoriously) his great war song, to-day the national 
anthem of the Scottish people, before "sinking back exhausted" 
into the arms of Gavin Hamilton and Bonnie Jean. And so the 
curtain falls. We have had Hamlet in plus fours; but why 
drag in Robert Burns 1 

Had Mr. Drinkwater left out Burns's songs altogether, and, 
instead of making them a peg on which to hang his own l;iialogue, 
substituted songs of his own, the play would have stood as an 
English rendering of a Scots subject; as it stands it is like "the 
untimely birth of a woman that may not see the sun." Its 
author has evidently been drawn by the lure of Burns; but, as a 
Scottish play the work is as nondescript, as without atmosphere, 
drawing, or even local colour, as it is without truth and life. 

Any national play must be racial in its being and expression, 
or universal! This is neither. It is unfortunate that it has 
been published at a time when interest in the Scots vernacular 
is awakening, and when that vernacular is again coming into 
something of its own. Its renaissance will not perhaps be helped 
or hindered by Mr. Drinkwater's doubtless well intentioned 
contribution, but the time is unpropitious. To essay the 
Olympian is dangerous, even in a national and familiar idiom; 
in an alien it is futile, for in such foreign medium not only is an 
Olympian far removed beyond one's reach, but in such a vehicle it 
may even be that 

" An honest man's aboon his might
Gude faith, he mauna fa' that!" 

JAMBS A. MORRIS. 

"The Scottish Tongue: A Series of Lectures on the Vernacular 
Language of Lowland Scotland," by W. A. Craigie, John Buchan, 
Peter Giles, and J. M. Bulloch. (London: Cassell & Co., Ltd., 
1924, 6/-) 

These four lectures were delivered to the Vernacular Circle of 
the Bums Club of London, and are introduced by the Hon. 
Secretary of the Circle, Mr. William Will, in a "Foreword" which 
explains the origin and purpose of the movement. The lecturers 
have varied qualifications. Professor Craigie and Dr. Giles, the 
Master of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, are distinguished 
authorities, the one upon Anglo-Saxon and the Scandinavian 
tongues, and the other upon the philology of the ancient classical 
la.nguages. Mr. Buchan and Mr. Bulloch are men of letters who 
have found time, among the other pursuits of two busy lives, to 
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add to our knowledge of Scottish history, and are themselves 
vernacular poets. The deep learning which lies behind the 
lectures of Dr. Craigie and the Master of Emmanuel will be 
appreciated by careful readers, but neither in topic nor in treat
ment is their appeal directed to scholars. 

Professor Craigie st~tes clearly and plainly "The Present 
State of the Scottish Tongue." He tells us that "the ideas of 
culture which prevailed in the second half of the eighteenth 
century are largely responsible for finally reducing our old 
Lowland tongue to the position of a dialect," and that, in spite 
of the literary work done in the nineteenth century, it has never 
recovered. Some of that work is excellent, but "a thin veneer of 
Scottish spelling" has frequently been allowed "to pass muster 
as a genuine representation of the popular speech." Further, in 
our own days, "the younger generation does not have the same 
hold upon the national tongue as their fathers had." Yet the 
outlook is not entirely gloomy, for "those old folks whose rich 
store of real Scottish words and phrases is so delightful did not 
acquire them all before they had reached the age Qf fourteen." 
" My own experience," Professor Craigie adds, "is that one goes 
on learning new Scottish words and phrases as long as one lives; 
and I have no doubt that this fact will continually operate to 
prevent the dialect from giving way so rapidly as the apparent 
symptoms would lead one to expect." Having diagnosed the 
disease, Dr. Craigie proceeds to suggest remedies. These are the 
teaching of Scottish in schools, the republication of Scottish 
classics, the study of the history of the tongue, and its employ
ment in new and original literature, and on each of them this 
book contains suggestive comments and useful hints. 

Dr. Giles deals with the general place of "Dialect in Liter
ature." Finding a similarity in the literature of Greece and a 
contrast in the literature of Rome, he deals with the fortunes of 
literary Scots since the Reformation, and, coming to our own 
times, points out the danger that the literature may "survive the 
dialect." Education is killing many of the old words in Scotland 
and in England alike, and "in time it is probable that our 
vocabulary will be reduced almost to a dead uniformity and . . . 
beetle will have replaced not only clock and [Joloch in Scotland, but 
also straddlebob and dumbledore in England. Even then, however, 
there will remain some local peculiarities, and if at last the whole 
population is to speak with one voice, there is at least this comfort, 
that neither you nor I will be alive to hear it." Another and 
more comfortable comfort is to be found in the persistence of a 
local patriot.ism which can be guided into right lines. 

Dr. Bulloch illustrates with equal delight to himself and to his 
readers" The Delight of the Doric in the Diminutive," which, he 
says, "remains dorpinant to this day in the Scots mind." On the 
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general question he writes more hopefully than the two soholars. 
"I am oonvinced," he says, "that the spoken word is merely the 
mirror of the mind, the surface expression of a mental mood; 
and, believing that, I never despair of the vernacular, for the 
mentality of our oountrymen has not varied very much, and in 
any oase it is radically different from that of the English
man. . . . So vital a thing as our vernacular oannot die. . . . 
True, the auld hoose of our Doric-whioh has extended beyond 
the old but and ben-tends to get out of the plumb, and the proud 
task of the Vernaoular Cirole is to do a bit of underpinning, 
mostly, however, by induoing our stay-at-home oompatriots to 
write it as they speak it, for it shows far fewer oracks when it is 
spoken oolloquially." 

The mentality to whioh Mr. Bullooh alludes is Mr. Buchan's 
topio in "Some Soottish Charaoteristios." He deals both with 
"the oommonplace side of our nature," on whioh we are prosaio, 
practioal, logioal, thrifty, and independent, and with "the other 
side of the Scottish oharacter, the side whioh is as f:tr distant as 
possible from the oautious, prosaio, worldly-wise side I have been 
talking about. The truth is we are at bottom the most 
sentimental and emotional people on earth. We hide it deep 
down, and we don a mask of gravity and dour oaution, but it is 
there all the time, and all the stronger because we hide it so 
deep." With regard to both sides, Mr. Buohan has wise and 
witty things to say, and his anecdotes are telling and apposite. 

ROBERT S. RAIT. 

" A Book of Twentieth-century Soots Varse," selected by William 
Robb. (London and Glasgow: Gowans & Gray, Ltd., 1925, 6/-) 

The modesty of the title may have been deliberately designed 
to disarm the oritic. Certainly there is not a large proportion of 
real poetry in the anthology, but the average of the verse is 
distinotly high, and, all allowanoe made for the traditionalism of 
most of the themes treated in the book and for the lack of 
enterprise oharaoteristic of most modern writers of Scots verse, 
the anthology encourages a lively hope for the near future. 
Much of the verse is technically aooomplished, which is relatively 
high praise for Soots versifiers, and some of it rises into the ether 
of genuine poetry. 

This, of course, can be construed as a criticism of the oompiler. 
It is. He has evidently been very industrious. Few, if any, 
possible deposits of poetic ore have escaped his eye. He has 
ransaoked Scots newspapers and periodioals of many kinds (The 
Scottuh Farm Servant has provided him with a oonsiderable 
number of his examples). But he has been too generous. The 
book would have gained artistioally by a severe sifting and 
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consequent lessening in bulk. Still, it is to be admitted that 
there is some force in the argument that what Scotland and 
Scots writers need at present is to see things as they actually are, 
and this anthology is, whatever else it may be, thoroughly 
representative. 

What is to be said of the verses themsel ves 1 The first general 
impression made on the mind of one reader at least is the 
tremendous power of the old familiar themes. An austere critic 
would see in this but one more symptom of the moribund condition 
of Scots letters. But can it not be said that it is rather a proof 
'of the essential continuity of the old and the new, that 
Scotland, industrialised as it is, is still the Scotland of Burns 1 
It is true that rew of the versifiers here represented live on the 
land among the peasants whose simple joys and sorrows they 
chronicle, but on the other hand most of them spent the formative 
years of their lives in surroundings not radically different from 
Burns's. Even from Glasgow the escape to the old Scotland is 
easy, and the versifiers are not to be blamed for taking it. 
Perhaps they would be braver were they to e88ay the harder task 
of transmuting the hard facts of life in the urban areas into 
poetry. That, too, will come. 

Necessarily, since most of the themes are old and most of the 
method traditional, a lack of personality pervades much of the 
work. The authors in many cases might have exchanged names 
and no one would be a whit the wiser. This fact simplifies the 
search for originality. Charles Murray attains it by sheer 
dexterity in handling his medium; Violet Jacob by a combination 
of dexterity and artistic selection of tints. WaIter Wingate is 
more successful than either, in his small way, in making the 
reader aware of his own gentle, cultured personality. Andrew 
Dodds, vehement, garrulous, a trifle blatant, gets himself acrOBS 
the printed pages. John Buchan achieves success in this sphere 
by amplitude of utterance and classical felicity of phrase. What 
might he not have given us had he followed the gleam! The 
same may fairly be said of N eil Munro, who, essentially a poet, 
has wasted, or, at the least, not employed, his talents as he might 
have done. But of examples of the complete mingling of the 
universal and the personal that makes the true lyric we ha.ve not 
many. Jessie Annie Anderson almost gives it to us in 

.AT SWEET MARY's SHRINE. 

"Luve broke my he'rt, an' got within
He only tried tae pain it :-

How could Luve brak sae saft a he'rt 1-
I never socht tae hain it." 

Marion Angus comes as near the heart of the mystery as any, for 
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with an almost painfully sensitive impressionism she unites a 
subtle .command of rhythm, that ,she probably learned from the 
Irish poets, and a resolute chastity of diction. Here, for example, 
is her 

THE FIDDLER. 

" A fine player was he 
'Twas the heather at my knee, 
The Lang Hill 0' Fare 
An' a reid rose-tree, 
A bonnie dryin' green, 
Wind fae aft" the braes 
Liftin' and shiftin' 
The clear-bleached claes. 

"Syne he played again 
'Twas dreep, dreep 0' rain, 
A bairn at the breist 
An' a warm hearth-stane, 
Fire 0' the peat, 
Scones 0' barley meal, 
An'the whirr, whirr, whirr, 
0' a spinnin'-wheel. 

"Bit aye, wae's me ! 
The hindmaist tune he made 
''rwas juist a dune wife 
Greetin' in her plaid, 
Winds 0' a' the years, 
Naked wa's atween, 
And heather creep, creepin' 
Ower the bonnie dryin' green." 

The anthology deserves and will doubtless receive a cordial 
welcome from all interested in Scots letters. It brings together 
in handy and attractive form a great amount of admirable work 
which even the severest critic will admit deserves careful con
sideration. Much of that work is doubtless ephemeral, but even 
that portion of it has its significance as showing that the love of 
Scotland can still thrill Scots hearts. And there is more than a 
residual fraction of verse that shows the authentic gleam of the 
gold of poetry. THOMAS HI!lNDERSON. 

"Rosehearty Rhymes, and other pieces," by Alex. Murison. 
(Printed by the Banffshire Journal, 1925, 4/-) 

Rosehearty Rhymes is a little book of over 130 pages of 
very creditable verse on subjects of interest to the life of a 
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fishing town in the north-east of Scotland. There are many 
spots of historical interest in the neighbourhood, ruined castles, 
holy wells, fairy-haunted dells, and suc~ like. The people are a 
sturdy race, come of Teutonic, mostly Scandinavian, stock
witness their calling a certain tangle of seaweed "Balder's 
Locks"-and now they have Murison for their saga-man. He 
sings in humorous moralising fashion of the adventures of certain 
characters lI'ho were great in nature's lore, though by no means 
personre gratre to the lairds and their satellites. The worthies 
portrayed in the " Three Poachers" are outstanding figures. 
"The Fairies at Pitsligo Castle" shows imagination, dramatic 
instinct, and successful treatment of the supernatural. The 
writer is an optimist, as the true poet ought to be, and his creed 
is summarised in the lines on "A Proper Faith," from which we 
quote one verse-

"He who has a proper faith 
Says no ill of Life or Death; 
Life, he calls it mercy given; 
Death, the gateway into Heaven." 

Burnsites will be pleased to hear that most, though not all, 
of his work is in the vernacular. He sings of love in lines on a 
" Bonny Jean" of Buchan-

"I'm but a rough-bred plooman lad, 
Wi' raggit breeks an' clootit sheen; 
Yet I'm content the stilts to haud, 
An' sing a sang 0' bonny Jean. 

Fat's gowd to me, 
An' grandeur tee, 

Sin' I on sic a lass can lean ~" 

Otlier examples in the same vein are "A Spring Sang," "0, 
Meggie Wull," "Awa' Owre the Links wi' Sandy," and" Katie's 
Sang." Sometimes the poet strikes a more solemn note, as in 
"Angels" and" A Hymn for Old Age," worthy of a place in the 
revised Hymnary-

"The gloaming falls; the stars come out; 
A mystic light is on the sea-
A reflex floating round about 
Of glories that abide with Thee. 
o Father, lead me, near or far, 
To where Thy wondrous glories are." 

Such is the concluding verse of the "Hymn," and one may see 
from its tone that our poet is akin in spirit to some of the old 
Hebrew Psalmists. J. PEACOCK. 
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THE BURNS COTTAGE! AND MONmlENT, ALLOWAY. 

The number of persons who paid for admission to the Burns 
Cottagll at Alloway during the twelve months ended September 
30, 1925, was 59,244. The number for the previous twelve 
months was 59,:170. 

At the Burns Monument during the same period 59,345 
persons passed through the turnstiles. The greatest number 
that visited the Monument on one day was 1601, on Glasgow 
Fair Monday, and the record for a week was 7116, in Glasgow 
Fair week. The total number of visitors to the Monument 
during the twelve months shows an increase of 4632 over the 
number for the previous twelve months. 

THE BURNS HOUSE AT IRVINE. 

On the morning of Sunday, September 13, 1925, fire broke 
out in an attic of a house at 4 Glasgow Vennel, Irvine, and 
spread so rapidly that before the arrival of the local fire brigade 
the upper part. of the building was gutted. The lower part 
subsequently sustained damage which rendered it uninhabit
able. 

The burned house was that in which Burns lodged during 
his stay in Irvine, from August, 1781, till the spring of 1782. 
and the room he or.(lupied was, until Sunday, practically as 
during his tenancy. His heckling shop, out of which he and 
his partner. Peacock, were burned on Hogmanay night, 1781, 
still stands at the rear of another property a ,few yards further 
along the street. The stonework over the fireplace in the room 
in which he lodged still bears in deeply cut letters, " R. B., 
1782," and this inscription, being in stone, has not been 
destroyed by the fire. 

Irvine Burns Club had arranged to mark the poet's lodging
place by a bronze tablet on the wall. The tablet had just come 
to hand, and arrangements had been made to have it 
placed in position prior to the club's centenary celebrations. 
As the walls and lower part of the house are still standing, it is 
hoped that the upper part of the structure will be restored to 
its original form, and an interesting Burns relic preserved. 
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BURNS MANUSCRIPTS AT AUCTION. 

On Tuesday, November 17, 1925, the collection of 
manuscripts of Robert Burns formed by the late ex-Provost 
Dunca'll' FergU90n, of Burntisland, was offered at auction in 
Messrs Sotheby's rooms in London. Sixteen manuscripts 
brought a total of £2496. Eight ,of these were acquired, at a 
cost of £1403, for the Museum of the Burns Cottage at 
Alloway; the others were purchased by dealers in London. 

It is hoped to print some notes on these manuscripts in 
next issue of the BU1·ns ClIronicle. 

BURNS'S" POEMS": KILMARNOCK, 1786. 

On Monday, April 6, 1925, a copy of the first edition of 
Burns's Poems, chiefly in the Scottish Dialect was offered at 
auction in Messrs. Sotheby's rooms in London. The volume 
was in the original blue-grey wrappers, and was described 
by the auctioneers as " a magnificent copy, entirely uncut; 
only four or five copies in the original wrappers are known; 
this copy is even finer than the Carysfort copy sold on July 2, 
1923." It was the property of Mr. Alexander Miller, 
of Haddingt.on, and was bought by Dr. Rosenbach, 
bookseller at Philadelphia, for £1750-the highest price 
ever obtained for a copy. The previous record was 
£1600-paid for the Earl of Carysfort's copy. 

It is hoped to print some notes on the first edition of the 
Poems in next issue of the Burm Chronicle. 

" BURNSIANA GLEANINGS" FOR GLASGOW LIBRARY. 

An addition which has recently been made to the Scottish 
"Poets' Corner" in the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, is of 
particular interest to students of the life and writings of 
Robert Burns. The addition consists of a series of volumes, 
mostly folio or quarto in size and uniformly bound, with 
specially printed title-pages, which read Burmiana Gleaft
ings, being a collecl.ion of cuttings from newspapers, 
magazines, &c. The sixteen volumes which hold the collection 
were the handiwork of the late Mr. John Thomson, of the 
firm of Thomson Brothers, who for many years carried on 
the business of book and print selling in George Street, 
Edinburgh. 

The cuttings are neatly laid down in double column on 
ruled paper, and include the more import&1lit of the innumer-
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able articles referring to Burns which were printed in the 
Scottish newspapers during a period of over twenty years, 
from about 1890. Among these are many of the valuable con
tributions of the late Dr. William Wallace and Mr. WiIliam 
Craibe Angus to the columns of The Glasgow Herald, 
including Mr. Angus's critical notes on "Portraits or 
Burns "; and the two series exposing the claim on behalf 
of the alleged " Burns Cottage Collection" and the whole
sale forgeries of manuscripts of thirty years ago-both of 
which appeared in an Edinburgh evening newspaper. There 
are also many portraits of the poet, of members of his family, 
of his friends and acquaintances, and of his biographers 
and editors, and reproductions of scenes in the " land " of 
Burns. The hundreds of illustrations-engraved, etched, 
lithographic, and photographi()--()f Burns's poems and songs 
include some of the rare and curious highly coloured prints 
issued more than a century ago by William Spooner, of 
London. Facsimiles of manuscripts, prospectuses, and title
pages of books, sale catalogues, programmes of concerts, and 
some uncommon sheet-music published by Johnson and by 
Hamilton, are scattered throughout the volumes. The fact 
that the more important of the volumes in the Thomson 
collection are indexed will be appreciated by those who may 
have occasion to refer to them. 

BURNS OLUB OENTENARIES. 

In 1926 the Burns Clubs of Irvine, Leith, and Peterhead 
celebrate, the centenary of their foundation. The Burns 
Federation is to send a message of congratulation to each 
of the Clubs. 

NATIONAL BURNS MEMORIAL AND OOTTAGE HOMES, MAUOHLINE. 

The Annual Meeting of the National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes was held in the Christian Institute, Glasgow, 
on December 22, 1924, Mr. J. Leiper Gemmill presiding. 
'fhe Honorary Secretary, in his report on the year's pro
ceedings, stated that all the cottages were fully occupied by 
old deserving people, who greatly appreciated the privileges 
they enjoyed. A feature of the Cottage Homes was that in 
addition to receiving a money grant per annum the occupants 
were accommodated in separate houses, where they had all 
the privacy and liberty of their own fireside. The Honorary 
Treasurer reported that during the year the capital had 
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been increased by £800, principally due to the success of 
the f~te which was held at Ballochmyle and from a cycle 
parade. Many Burns Clubs and Burns admirers had also 
generously contributed. The total assets of the society 
amounted to £8664. The visitors during the year numbered 
over 3000. Several valuable additions were gifted to the 
museum in the Tower, among them a portrait of Jean 
Armour, from the family of the late Mr. G. Gray, Town Clerk 
of Rutherglen; also a copy of Mackenzie's picture of Bonnie 
Jean and her grand-daughter, and the brass knocker that was 
on the door of Mrs. Burns's house at Dumfries-the gift of 
Mrs. Burns Gowring, great grand-daughter of the Poet. Mr. 
John Ferguson, Vice-President, reported regarding certain 
improvements which were being made. The Chairman con
gratulated the society on its very satisfactory progress during 
the year, and expressed the hope that they would be able 
soon to build the additional cottages required to complete 
their E!cheme. 

The following office-bearers were elected :-Honorary Pre
sident, Sir Archibald M'Innes Shaw; President Mr. J. Leiper 
Gemmill; Vice-President, Mr. John Ferguson; Honorary 
Treasurer, Mr. Thomas Killin; Seoretary, Mr. William 
Campbell. 

NEWOASTLE MEMORIAL OF BURNS. 

In connection with the Newcastle and Tyneside Burns 
Club, it has long been felt that a suitable memorial-prefer
ably a statll~hould be erected at Newcastle in honour of 
Scotia's Bard. The scheme was launched last January, and 
has already met with very gratifying success. 

In order to make the statue worthy of Robert Burns and 
of the city, it was thought desirable to aim at raising 
approximately £5000. We have already succeeded in ootain
ing about £2000. The subscribers are not confined to Scots-
men, but embrace admirers of the Poet generally. . 

Sir Thomas Oliver and Mr. John Gibb of Newcastle are 
acting as Honorary Treasurers; subscriptions sent to them 
will be duly acknowledged. G. B. L. 

PRESENTATION OF OHAIR TO KING GEORGE IV. 

Mr. Auld, of Ayr, this day (Tuesday, August 27, 1822) 
presented to the King, through the medium of the Right 
Hon. the Lord Justice-Clerk, a splendid library ohair, 
formed out of the remains of the oaken rafters of Kirk 
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Alloway, which his Majesty was pleased to receive most 
graciously. The general design of this valuable chair is 
after the manner of the enriched Gothic. On the front 
part of the back are formed four compartments, terminating 
in pointed arches, and surrounded with appropriate carvings. 
executed in a style of uncommon boldness and beauty. In 
these are placed as many tablets of polished brass, having 
inscribed on them, at full length, the well-known humorous 
and highly descriptive tale of "Tam 0' Shanter"; while 
on the other side is a clever painting by Steven, an able 
Ayrshire artist, representing "heroic Tam" mounted on 
his grey mare Meg, and dashing onwards amidst the 
appalling horrors of the midnight storm-

" Whiles haddin' fast his gude blue bonnet, 
Whiles crooning o'er some auld Scots sonnet, 
Whiles glow'ring roun' wi' prudent cares, 
Lest bogIes catch him unawares." 

His Majesty, out of respect to the genius of our great 
national bard, has given orders that particular care shall 
be taken of this elegant gift, the workmanship of which 
reflects great credit upon our artists of the west.-From .A 
Historical Accou~t of His Majesty's Visit to Scotland (4th 
Edition, Edin., 1822, pp. 271-2). 

This chair was lent by Her Majesty Queen Victoria to 
the Burns ExhibitIOn held at Glasgow in 1896, and is repro
duced in the Memorial Catalogue, page 192. 

WILLIAM ARMSTRONG. 

" BURNS, FROM A NEW POINT OF VIEW." 

Under this heading Sir James Crichton-Browne, F.R.S., 
contributed a series of seven articles to The Glasgow 
Herald of December 4, 5, 7-11, 1925. The articles form 
a most valuable contribution to the biography of Burns, 
and it is the intention of their author to republish them 
in book form at an early date. 

" WHERE ANGELS FEAR TO TREAD." 

Mr. John Drinkwater, following the example set in 
another department by Archbispop Laud of pious and historic 
memory, has condescended to fashion a play upon the sub
ject of Robert Burns. Having read and re-read the play, 
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we would certainly not have recognised its heavy lead as a 
representation of the Scottish genius had it not been for 
Mr. Drinkwater's avowal that it is so. It is within the 
bounds of credibility that a group of Thespians will be 
found willing, if not enthusiastically so, to present upon the 
stage this product of Saasenach imagination. To all whose 
tenderest chords have been touched by the pregnant minstreisy 
of one who was both lofty in thought and magnanimous in 
spirit, this play will come as a dagger to wound and a rock 
to bruise. Nevertheless we would not suggest a boycott. 
We would rather emphasise the necessity of everyone who 
cherishes the memory of Scotland's Poet turning out to give 
it, whenever and wherever produced, the one and only 
reception it asks for and merits. J. C. 

INFORMATION DESIRED 

(for a book) on drinking vessels associated with Robert 
Burns. Address communicatiom to E. Alfred Jones, Royal 
Societies Club, St. Jarnes's Street, London, S.W. 



BURNS CLUB NOTE& 

1: BURNS CLUB OF LONDON. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925-0ct. 2. Opening Social at Holborn Hall. 
" 12. Vernacular Circle: Lecture by F. A. M'Quisten, 

Esq., K.c., M.P., on "The Vernacular in 
Practioe." 

., 30. Hallowe'en Concert at Queen's Hall. 
Nov. 9. Vernacular Circle: Lecture by Joseph Laing 

Waugh, Esq., on "'Mong my Ain Folk." 
" 13. Whist Party. 
" 28. Cinderella Dance. 
" 29. Annual Scottish Festival SerTice at Sf. Columba's. 

Dec. 14. Vernacular Circle: Lecture. 
1926-Jan. 14. Whist Party. 

" 25. Birthday Festival Dinner at Hotel Victoria, 
Northumberland Avenue. 

Feb. 5. Cinderella Dance at Hotel Russell. 
" 8. Vernacular Circle: Lecture. 

Mar. 8. Vernacular Circle: Open Night. 
" 12. Whist Party. 

June 12. Annual Summer Gathering at Royal Caledonian 
Schools, Bushey. 

3: TAll 0' SHANTER BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

The Club has had a sucoessful year, and produoed an 
attraotive syllabus. The membership stands at 97. 

The Annual Dinner was held in Grosvenor Restaurant, 
when the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Sheriff 
J. C. Guy in a very witty and weighty speech, and interesting 
addresses were delivered by Bailies Laing and Armstrong. 

The Annual School Competition took plaoe in Cowlairs 
Parish Cliurch Hall, Springburn, on 17th January. The com
petitors were boys and girls from Springburn Public School, 
under the direction of Mr. T. }J. Thom!lon. The entertainment 
provided was excellent, and was much enjoyed by a large 
audience. Addresses were delivered by several of the local 
clergy. Collections for the Mauchline Houses were taken at 
this function and also at the Annual Dinner. 
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At the M'Lennan Bowling Cup Competition in August 
the Club was successful in winning the Cup. 

The members are taking an active part in furthering the 
movement for the preservation of the Scots Vernacular. 

J. JEFFREY HUNTER, 
Hon. Secy. 

14: DUNDEE BURNS CLUB. 

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report for the 
year 1924-25, the sixty-sixth year of the Dundee Burns Club. 

We commenced the year with a membership of 40, one of 
whom, a very old and esteemed member in the person of Mr. 
John Brown, for many years Librarian to the Club, passed 
suddenly to his rest in the early part of the session. 

Our Annual Celebration took place in the Club Rooms on 
the evening of 26th January, when 23 members sat down to 
dinner. Mr. J. A. Purvis presided, and in an eloquent oration 
proposed "'Jihe Immortal Memory." A most enjoyable 
evening was thereafter spent in song and story. The company 
was favoured with a visit of our Hon. Vice-President, Lord 
Provost High, accompanied by three members of the Town 
Council, each of whom contributed to the evening's enjoyment. 

An interesting event in the history of the Club took place 
during the month of May, namely, the removal from our old 
rooms, which we had occupied for the long period of thirty-su: 
years, to a more suitable and commodious flat which we were 
fortunate to acquire. 

The Open Amateur Golf Tournament, in connection with 
which the Dundee Burns GoIf Charity Cup is the principal 
trophy, took place on Elliott Links during July month. There 
was again a large entry, and the trophy, after keen play, was 
won by Mr. Alex. Wilmott, Carnoustie. Mr. Tom Hay has 
again to be congratulated in being the means of raising the 
necessary enthusiasm amongst the district golfers in bringing 
this competition to the high standard which it has attained. 

In connection with the appointment of one member to 
represent the eight Northern Clubs to the new Executive 
Committee of the Burns Federation, it was the desire of the 
Clubs in question that we, as the oldest Federated Club, should 
have the preference of appointing the first representative, 
Mr. Hay being duly appointed as such. 

The official inauguration of our new Club Rooms took place 
on 23rd September, when a company of 40 attended to enjoy 
a concert organised by Mr. B. B. Laing, the President, Mr. 
J. A. Purvis, taking occasion to outline the progress of the 
Club sinct! the date of institution in the year 1860. 

H. R. PATON, 
Secretary. 



144 BURNS CLUB NOTES 

36: ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

We have applied the closure to the forty-first session of 
the Rosebery Burns Club, and, while it comes last according 
to the calendar, I can say without fear of contradiction that 
in no other sense does it occupy that lowly place in our records.
I will go further and lay that, while it is the Omega chrono
logically, it certainly has been the Alpha socially and other
wise. 

During the session the Club, ever ready to lend a help
ing hand when and where required, decided to assist the 
Trustees of the Souter's Cottage Museum in Kirkoswald, and, 
in pursuance of this object, organised a Whist Drive early in 
the session. It is gratifying to know that, as a result of 
this social evening, the sum of £16 10s. was handed over to 
the Trustees at Kirkoswald. Further practical evidence of 
our interest in the museum was shown by the presentation of 
various gifts and relics, including the gun used by the Souter. 

Apart from the foregoing, the session was practically a. 
repeat of previous years, so far as the functions were con
cerned. 

Lectures were delivered as follows:-

"Robert Burns and the Ladies," by H. Stuart Girvan, Esq., 
B.L. 

"Latest Social Reforms in Chile," by Senor Don Tomas de la 
Barra, D.Ph. 

"Humour," by Don. M'Kay Kerr, Esq. 
"Scottish Vernacular Poets," by Coun. Ninian Macwhannell, 

F.R.LB.A. 
"Lesser-known Songs of Burns," by lan M'Pherson, Esq. 
"Burns a); Irvine," by Bailie John Izett. 

" The Immortal Memory" was proposed by Robert Bain, 
Esq., M.A., Crieff. 

A Singing and Reciting Competition was held in Grove 
Street Public School, ~th very satisfactory results. 

An Essay Competition was held in Whitehill Higher Grade 
School; in this the pupils were invited to write on any aspect 
of Burns which they felt to be the most appealing to them, 
and the essays which resulted more than justified the com
petition. 

The financial year just closed shows an increase of £10 
in the balance at our credit, and when one rem,embers the 
trying times we are passing through, we can well be par
doned if we congratulate ourselves on our continued success. 

In closing, it is to be hoped that the reports which follow 
this, as the years roll on, may each in succession record as 
glowing an advance as this latest one. Only thus can we 
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hope to keep our Club the live organisation it is, and only 
thus can we expect to hear, from all interested in the advance 
of the Burns cult, the words "Floreat Rosberia." 

JOHN M. ALBXANDEB, 
Hon. Secy. 

49: BRIDGETON BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

Under the Presidency of Mr. John M'Donald, J.P., another 
eventful year in the history of the Club has just passed. The 
Excursion to Ayr and Girvan in June, the "Tattie and 
Herrin' " Supper in October, the Whist Drive and Supper 
(Ladies' Night) in December, the Anniversary Dinner in the 
Grosvenor, and the Burns Lecture-Recital by Miss Nan 
M'Donald (another Ladies' Night), were most successful, the 
attendance at the various functions being a. record. 

The School Competitions which took place in December 
were, as usual, an outstanding feature of the Club's work, 
4309 scholars entering. The Annual Concert and Presentation 
of Prizes took place on 16th January in Bellgrove Halls, the 
winning choirs being-Silver Shield, Onslow Drive School Choir; 
and Silver Cup, Parkhead School Choir. Souvenirs were 
presented to both conductors; and in the Solo Competitions 
Gold Medals were awarded to John M'Adam and Ella Bell, 
John Street Higher Grade School, and Silver Medals to Arthur 
Neilson and Mary Connell, John Street Higher Grade School, 
and Isa Nelson, Springfield School. In the Class Competition 
for Literature 89 Book Prizes were d~stributed to the various 
scholars, namely:-Alexandra Parade 10, Annfield 9, Barrow
field 5, Bluevale 5, Camlachie 8, Campbellfield 1, Dalmarnock 
6, Dennistoun 6, John Street Elementary 10, Newlands 5, 
Onslow Drive 3, Parkhead 3, Queen Mary Street 2, Rumford 
Street 6, Springfield 1, Strathclyde 3, Thomson Street 4, and 
Tureen Street 2, making a total with Choir Prizes of 137 Book 
Prizes, which were duly handed over by Mrs. M'Donald, the 
President's good lady. The Competitions are open to all 
Schools and Sunday Schools in the Bridgeton, Calton, Dennis
toun, and Parkhead Districts. 

Considering the active interest taken by Past-Presidents of 
the Club, it was decided that all Past-Presidents automatically 
become Honorary Directors. 

During the year 74 new members were added to the Roll, 
which now numbers 900: 837 known addresses, and 63 " gone, 
no address." 

The following Office-bearers were elected for the ensuing 
year :-President, Mr. Robert Cowper; Vice-President, Dr. 
David M'Kail; Directors, Messrs. James Craig, WiIliam 
Falconer, Robert Hillcoat, Joseph B. Stobo, Alex. Mitchell, 

K 
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Jamea Templeton, Alex. Gray, Alex. Paterson, L.D.S., and 
Lieut.-Colonel Linton. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-0ct. 30. Tattie and Herrin' Supper; Address: Ex

President Dr. James Devon. 
Dec. 4. Ladies' Night: Whist, Dinner, and Music. 

" 18. School Competitions-Solo and Choir. Calton 
School. Examiners-Peter White, J.P., and 
George Newton. 

1926-Jan. 15. Annual Concert and Distribution of Prize!!, 
Bellgrove Hall. 

" 25. Anniversary Dinner-Grosvenor Restaurant. 
Oration: "The Immortal Memory," ~y the 
President. 

Feb. 26. Ladies' Night: Scottish Song and Poetry. 
Illustrated by Vocal and Instrumental Music 
-Harry Potter, Esq., and Friends. 

JOHN G. S. SPROLL, 
Hon. Secy. 

55: DERBY SOOTTISH ASSOOIATION AND BURNS OLUB. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-May 21. Golf Tournament. 

July 9. Bowling Tournament. 
Oct. 17. President's Night. 

" 28. Social Evening. 
Nov. 11. Whist Drive. 

" 30. Social Evening. 
Dec. 31. Hogmanay Ball. 

1926-Jan. 3. Evening Service at Presbyterian Church. 
" 25. Anniversary Dinner. 

Feb. 10. Whist Drive. 
" 24. Annual Meeting. 

Mar. 6. Supper in honour of Past President Mr. R. W. 
M. Lawson. 

68: SANDYFORD BURNS OLUB, GLASGOW. 

The Thirty-second Annual Meeting of the Club was held 
in the Burns House Club on Thursday, 7th April, 1925. 

Mr. Alex. S. Murdoch presided over a large attendance of 
members. The Secretary stated that 38 members had been 
added during the year, and that all the various functions had 
been carried through very successfully. 
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The Annual Outing, which took place on 17th June, was 
favoured with bright sunshine and a genial company, which 
made it the most successful outing the Club ever had. 
Leaving the Burns House Club at 10 a.m., they arrived at 
Callander well within the stipulated time. After having 
partaken of dinner, which was served in the Ancaster Hotel, 
the party set out on their return journey, arriving back at 
India Street at 10 p.m., bringing to an end a most enjoyable 
day. 

During the year several concerts, lectures, and whist drives 
were held. The lecture, " Scots Poets in the Doric," by Mr. 
Ninian Macwhannell, calls for special attention. Full of 
humour and pathos, it held and retained the interest of the 
audience from start to finish. The lecturer well merited the 
thanks of the meeting which was heartily accorded him. 

The Children's Competition still commands the attention 
()f the children and parents, and a full hall listened attentively 
to the different pieces. The whole of the proceeds, £10 12s. 
6d., was donated to the Royal Hospital for Sick Children. 

The Annual Dinner and Dance was held in the Grand Hotel, 
when we had almost a record attendance. The toast of " The 
Immortal Memory" was proposed by Captain WaIter Elliot, 
M.C., M.P. A collection on behalf of the Mauchline Houlles 
amounted to £12 2s. . 

Eight Rinks were entered for the M'Lennan Bowling Cup 
Competition; while again unsuccessful in securing the Cup, 
our position in the Competition was considerably improved, 
~ompared with last year. 

The Auditors, Messrs. Duthie and M'Allister, are due the 
thanks of the members for their services in this matter. 

It would not be right to clos,e this report without putting 
on record the Club's indebtedness to Mr. and Mrs. Murdoch in 
taking up office at an unexpected period and carrying through 
the year's functions with so much tact, generosity, and kindness. 

WM. E. GUEST, 
Hon. Secy. 

89: SUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB. 

The work of the Club has been well maintained during the 
year, thanks to the excellent work of our President, Mr. Adam 
Wight, ably supported by a willing band of ardent workers 
and officials, who have done a great deal to make our Club 
popular. 

The meetings have been well attended!. and the' special 
functions arranged have been a social success. 

The Picnic to Rothbury was attended by upwards of 90 
ladies and gentlemen. 
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The St. Andrew's Day Celebration was held on Wednesday, 
26th November, 1924; it was attendeq. by 220 ladies and 
gentlemen, and was kept up with great gusto till 2 a.m. 

The Anniversary Dinner was held on Monday, 26th January. 
in Meng's Restaurant, this being the second time in our history 
that this meeting was held outside the usual hotel, and also 
open to the admission of ladies. A company of one hundred 
and twelve ladies and gentlemen sat down at the festive board. 
W. Wells Mahon, J.P., of Jedburgh, proposed the toast of 
" The Immortal Memory " in a fitting tribute to the ;Bard. 

During the year an Essay Competition on the "Life and 
Work of Sir Waiter Scott " was carried through by the Club 
in the Ryhope Secondary School. We must accord to the 
headmaster, Mr. R. P. Williams, B.Sc., our thanks for the 
assistance afforded to us, without which it would have been 
impossible to carry the competition through. 

The ,syllabus during the season has been varied and interest
ing, as this will show-

1924-0ct. 13. President's Address, by Mr. A. Wight. 
" 27. "Burns from Kyle to Dumfries," by Mr. J. 

Burlinson. 
Nov. 17. "An Old Scotch Hornbook," by Coun. G. W. 

Rain, J.P. 
" 26. St. Andrew's Celebration. 

Dec. 10. Visit to Wallsend Bums Club. 
" 15. Harmony by Members. 

1925-Jan. 12. "Man's Inhumanity to Man," by Mr. D. 
Campbell. 

" 25." Religion of Robert Burns," by Rev. H. Parker 
Davies. 

" 26. Anniversary Dinner. 
Feb. 9." Allan Ramsay," by Mr. M. MacLennan. 

" 23. Song and Story, by Members. 
Mar. 9. Visit from Wallsend Bums Club. 

" 23. Notes on our Library, by Mr. G. Mackay. 
Apl. '8. Presentation of Prizes. 

" 20." Russia," by Mr. A. Goodall. 
M. NllIILsoN, 

Hon. Secy. 

91: SHETTLESTON BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

The past session, 1924-25, has not been so sucoessful as 
desired, but it has shown improvement compared with some 
previous years. Our activities have been curtailed owing to 
the industrial conditions existing, from which a good many 
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of our members are suffering, but social meetings held have 
been most successful. 

Lecture given by ex-President Lucas in November was 
well attended. His subject, "Scottish Wit and Humour," 
was greatly appreciated, and the concert which followed added 
considierably to the evening's enjoyment. At our Anniversary 
Dinner " 'fhe Immortal Memory " was proposed by John Gibb, 
Esq., Auchinleck., who gave a most eloquent address on 
«Burns-the Man-his Work-his Patriotism." Sixty-five 
members and friends attended. 

The Club Bowling Match in May last wall a most enjoyable 
meeting. The numbers present were fewer than in previous 
year, but the game, which was keen, made it a pleasant outing. 
Ex-President Ross is to be congratulated on the success of 
arrangements made for our annual game. M'Lennan Cup 
Competition-only four rinks entered; the weather was good 
and players enjoyed the game, although results were not sue
eessful. 

Recently we have lost by death two members of our Club, 
Mr. John Neilson and Mr. Duncan Rodger, officially known 
as our "Bard." Both were loyal and enthusiastic sup
porters of our Association, giving great assistance and attend
ance at most of our functions. We will miss them greatly. 

Mr. Nicol M'Ghie has resigned from Committee on account 
of being unable to attend meetings. It was with great regret 
that his resignation was accepted, but his assurance given to 
continue membership and interest in the Club .pleased the 
Committee. 

Ex-President Ross desired to be relieved of his duties as 
member of Committee (his ex officio term of office expiring 
with this meeting), but the members unanimously expressed a 
strong feeling in favour of his services being continued. It 
was felt that the influence and personality of Mr. RoIlS had 
much to do in keeping our Club going during the last three 
years, and his withdrawal at this juncture would be disastrous. 
As Secretary I am greatly indebted to Mr. Ross for assist
ance and advice. We earnestly hope that, in the interest of 
the Club, he will reconsider his decision and help on the good 
work of our Association. 

We will have our Bowling Match and social functions in 
the coming session, and I appeal to each member to give your 
Committee encouragement and help by attending our meetings, 
social and educational, so that our activitiel! may be increased 
and strengthened. 

We give our thanks to Messrs. Butler and Jenkins for their 
services as auditors. ROBERT M. MILHoLM, 

Secretary. 
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118: ALBANY BURNS OLUB, GLASGOW. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925-0ct. 7." Links with Burns," by Wm. Cullen, Esq., M.D. 
Nov. 4." Burns and Kirkoswald," by D. Blair, Esq., 

M.A., F.E.I.S. 
Dec. 2." Moira O'Neill and Others," by Samuel B. Lang

lands, Esq., J P. 
1926-Jan. 6. "Five Years before the Mast," by C. R. 

Somerville, Esq. 
" 25. Anniversary Dinner. 

Feb. 3. Whist Drive. 
Mar. 3." Albany Reminisoenoes, 1900-1925," by J. 

Wilson Bain, Esq. 

131: NOTTINGHAM SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. 

The Counoil have pleasure in presenting the twenty-third 
Annual Report of the Association. 

The season commenced with a membership of 255, and 
during the year 69 new members have been elected. For 
various reasons several names have been removed from the 
roll, and the membership at the close of the year stood at 
287. Among those who have left us during the past season 
we include Miss Bessie Crawford. who so often charmed us 
with her singing, and also rendered a great deal of service 
while a member of the Council. The Council took the oppor
tunity of presenting to Miss Crawford. who was leaving for 
India, a piece of plate as a small token of the esteem and 
regard! in which she was and still is held by one and all. 

In September last the Association was represented at the 
Annual Conference of the Burns Federation at Dumfries by 
the Secretary, when matters of interest were brought forward 
for discussion. 

The ordinary meetings have been held as usual in the 
Mikado Cafe, Long Row. The attendances at the meetings 
have been eq.ual to the high average of the previous season, 
being well over 100. 

" Hallowe'en" was again a "children's event," a 
gathering of about 150 children of all ages participating in 
an evening's fun. The President., with his U!JUal generosity, 
provided the "mystery cake" and other articles, and the 
younger generation, to the number of 44, were entertained by 
the Assooiation. 

The Burns Dinner was held in the Victoria Station Hotel. 
The number of ladies and gentlemen who participated was 
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183, the largest number in the history of the Association. 
" The Immortal Memory" was submitted by Mr. J. Jeffrey 
Hunter, of Glasgow, one of the Vice-llresidents of the Burns 
Federation. His speech was enjoyed by all present, and he 
had a fund of information to. impart, the time at his disposal 
being all to.o short. 'fhe haggis was played in by Pipe
Corporal Nicol (" London Scottish ") in the orthodox manner. 
An enjoyable programme Qf Scottish music was rendered by 
Miss Anderson, Miss M. SCQtt, Miss E. Wilson, and Mr. 
James Scott. Three concerted items were also rendered by 
the chQir Qf the Association, under the baton of Mr. F. W. 
Parr. The accompaniments were effectively rendered by MillS 
Margaret Griffin, and pipe selections given by Pipe-Corporal 
NicQl. During the evening fraternal greetings were 
annQunced from 50 kindred societies. 

Mention must be specially made Qf the efforts to get the 
choir on a satisfactory basis. The services of an efficient 
conductor have been secured in Mr. I>arr. and Qne evening's 
programme was almost entirely sustained by members of the 
choir. 

The accounts submitted by the Treasurer show the Asso
ciatiQn to. be in a very satisfactQry financial positiQn. 

JOHN CURRIE, 

Hon. Secy. 

153: SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB, GLASGQW. 

The Club continues to. lengthen its cQrd!! and strengthen 
its stakes. 

The membership was increased to 400 last season, and 
this has been nearly reached. 

The Lecturers were up to the former standard. Mr. John 
Muir opened the se!Jsion with ",Burns in Excelsis," and 
treated the subject as Qnly a master of the cult could. Coun
cillor Ninian Macwhannell was inimitable in "Braid Scots." 
Dr. James Devon, H.M. Prison CQmmissiQner. was at home 
in "Noted Glasgow Trials," while a new Lecturer to. the Club, 
Mr. William DQuglas, gave a most interesting and inlltructive 
paper on " SCQttish Ballads and Songs." 

The twenty-first Anniversary Dinner was held on Monday, 
26th January. The Rev. Lauchlan MacLean Watt, D.D., 
Minister of Glasgow Cathedral, prQPosed "The Immortal 
Memory." Nearly 200 members were present. The learned 
doctQr, who is.a poet and a great litterateur, has written a 
book on the life Qf the National Bard and is a master 
of the subject. He treated his aud~ence to. perhaps one of the 
best and most brilliant orations that has ever been delivered. 
He showed the power of Burns Qver what he likened to five 
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strings across Scotland-romance, patriotism, love, humour, 
andJ love of nature. Poets we have had who took up one or 
other of these Itrings with masterly power, but Burns alone 
passed his hand over the whole of them. He added to the 
cord of love a wonderful undertone of domestic affection that 
hadJ never been known before. He utilised his power of sar-

. donic humour to cleanse religion and theology; church and 
parochial affairs of his time lent themselves to it. Burns was 
par excellence the poet of nature and humanity. 

, Mr. lan MacPherson, in a Lecture Recital on "Lesset
known Burns Songs," made one feel how desirable it is that 
Mr. MacPherson should be heard more often in public. Apart 
from his gift as a vocalist-which is of a very high ord~r
his ability as a lecturer is on an equally high plane. 

Two Ladies' Nights were held, when musical programmes 
under the direction of Mr. J. G. MacKerracher were given. 
About 400 were present each evening, and Mr. MacKerracher 
did not disappoint his large audiences. , 

Messrs. N. MacwhanneIl, J. K. M'DowaIl. J. Muir, R. W. 
Brown, and S. B. Langland8--€lSpeciaIly the first named-had a 
very busy winter lecturing to Burns Clubs and other societies. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-0ct. 5. "Men of Mark," by Robert Macdonald, Esq., 

J.P.,M.P. 
" 26. Musical Evening (Ladies' Night), arranged by 

Mr. J. G. MacKerracher. 
Nov. 23. "Horatio Nelson," by Mr. A. R. Cowan. 
Dec. 28. "Scotland," by Dr. James Devon. 

1926-Jan. 18. "Edgar Allan Poe," by Rev. Robert Primrose, 
V.D. 

" 25." The Immortal Memory," by the Right Hon. 
Lord Weir of Eastwood, P.C. 

Feb. 22. "Burns' Philosophy," by Mr. John Muir. 
Mar. 22. Annual General Meeting; Musical Evening 

(Ladies' Night), arranged by Mr. J. G. 
MacKerracher. 

J. KEVAN MoDowALL, 
Hon. Sec'!!. 

314: SOOTTISH BURNS CLUB: EDINBURGH SEOTION. 
With the Edinburgh Section "the year that's aw-a" 

has been one of satisfactory progress. 
Under our genial chairman, Mr. George M'GiIl, our monthly 

meetings were well attended, andJ our syllabus covered a 
variety of interesting subjects. 

Our good friend, Rev. D. C. Stewart. M.A., gave us a 



BURNS CLUB NOTES 153 

splendid set off in his "Twenty-five Years in a Country 
Parish," punctuating his very human story with characteristic 
touches of humour and pathos. Mr. D. J. M'Arthur, F.Z.S. 
Scot., took UIi. into the fields and woods to view the" Birds 
and Wild Flowers " as seen through the sympathetic eyes of 
Robert Burns and as portrayed in his inimitable lines. This 
dainty theme was hand!led in masterly fashion. Our" open 
meeting" took the form of a musical evening, when Mr. R. 
J. Good and friends charmed a large gathering with excellent 
renderings of songs and recitations. In a short address upon 
"Scottish Character" Mr. Peter W allace showed what an 
important part Church and School, as conceived by John Knox, 
had played in building up the spiritual and intellectual stature 
Qf the Scot. Mr. R. W. Brown, of Glasgow" Scottish," has 
WQn a place of his own in the hearts of Qur members, and is 
always a welcome guest. We look for great things from 
Mr. Brown, and we are never disappointed!. In" Abraham 
Li'ncoln " he had a truly heroic subject, which he treated in 
fine literary style, rising to heights of pure eloquence, and 
showing a thorough acquaintance with his theme. 

The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Oak Hall, Princes 
Street, where a company of 100 assembled to do honour to 
the Bard. Dr. James M. Black, St. George's U.F. Church, 
proposed the toast of the evening in a noble oration, worthy.of 
the occasion. In this, his first experience of the kind, Dr. 
Black stressed the fact that Burn!! was the mouthpiece of the 
common people, giving utterance in his inspired songs and 
poems to their previously unvoiced experiences and aspirations. 
So far from being irreligious and QPposed to the Church, 
Dr. Black maintaind that Burns was a deeply religious 
man, and had rendel'ed real service to the Church in helping, 
by his scathing sarcasm, to cleanse it of cant and hypocrisy. 

In "Famous Criminal Trials" Dr. Devon, our esteemed 
Past-President, gave us an insight into the seamy side of life. 
Our versatile friend "Cynicus" brought the session to a 
close with an illustrated resume of Scottish History. The 
views shown on the screen were from the lecturer's own 
ingenious pencil, and, accompanied as they were by a racy 
exposition, proved that history need not be a dreary drudgery 
Qf dates. 

The "Edlinburgh Scottish" looks back with pride and 
forward with confidence. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925-0ct. 9." Burns," by Mr. J. Kelso Kelly. 
Nov. 13. "The Jacobite Songs," by Rev. F. W. Stewart, 

C.B.E. 
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1925-Dec. n. Open Meeting. Two short Playleta will be 
pre8ented by Mr. D. J. M'Arthur and Friends. 

1926-Jan. 8." Emerson," by Mr. R. W. Brown. 
" 25. Anniversary Dinner: "The Immortal Memory," 

by Rev. D. C. Stewart, M.A. 
Feb. 12. Whist Drive. 
Ma.r. 12. Annual General Meeting. Lecture by Mr. R. 

Gaddie on "Palestine." 
J. M. BEATON, 

Secretarv· 

156: NEWCASTLE AND TYNE SIDE BURNS CLUB. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-Sept.23. Lecture and Musical Evening: Lecture by J. 

Clare, Esq. SUbject - "Shakespeare and 
Burns, their sense of Nationality." 

(Visit from Wallsend Burns Club.) 
Oct. 2. Whist Drive and Dance. 

" 30. Hallowe'en Supper: Address by Dr. G. Roy 
Fortune. 

Nov. 5. Visit to Gateshead Burns Club. 
" 27. Scottish Night. 

Dec. 18. Smoking Concert. 
1926-1an. 25. Anniversary Dinner. 

Feb. 3. Visit to Wallsend Burns Club. 
" 17. Whist Drive and Dance. 

Mar. 12. Musical Evening. 
(Visit from Gateshead Burns Club.) 

Apl. 2. Smoking Concert. In aid of Royal Victoria 
Infirmary. 

May 5. Annual Business Meeting. 

163: GATESHEAD AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB. 

I am pleased to report that our Club continues to make 
satisfactory progress: our membership is in the neighbour
hood of 270 and our finances are healthy. 

We held ten meetings during the session, and the attend
ance was well up to the normal, although somewhat affected 
by the continued trade depression, which has hit our town 
very badly. The success of our various functions was very 
real, and this was in a great measure due to the activity of 
our officials, who are really enthusiastic workers, and deserve 
every credit for the prosperous state of the Club. 

We disbursed £:16 161'1. to local charities, which are all re
quiring more help than we can give them. We also gave 
£lO 10s. to the Scotswood Colliery Disaster Relief Fund. 
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The Annual Soottish Concert in celebration of St. Andrew's 
Day was held in the Town Hall on 3rd December, the pro
gramme being in the hands of the Glasgow Select Choir. Many 
years have elapsed since this famous choir appeared in the 
district, and they quit.e enhanced their reputation on this 
occasion. 

The Anniversary Dinner was held in Hawk's Assemblage 
on 26th January, 1925. Mr. George Paterson (President) 
was in the, chair. The guest of the evening was Dr. W. 
R. Taylor, who submitted the toast of "The Immortal 
Memory," paying a very worthy tribute to the Poet's memory. 

Our Library, which started three years ago through the 
presentation by Mr. F. Brown of 7 volumes of Scottish history, 
has increased to some 70 books, a valuable addition being 22 
volumes of Dickens's Works, presented by our old! friend, Mr. 
Robert Russell. 

Everything points to a successful 1925-26 session, and with 
Mr. A. MacDonald in the chair, supported by ,Mr. D. Mac
Farlane in the vice-chair, we can look forward with equanimity. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-Sept. 3. Musical Bvening, by Mr. Percy Davis. 

Oct. 1. Paper by Mr. J. Barron, "Printing Production." 
" 21. Visit to Wallsend Burns Club. 

Nov. 5. Musical Evening, by Mr. G. F. Ford. 
(Visit from Newcastle Bums Club.) 

Dec. 2. Scottish Concert. 
" 3. Paper by Mr. H. Davidson, "Present-Day 

Humorists." 
(Visit from Sunderland Burns Club.) 

" 9. Visit to Walker Bums Club. 
1926-Jan. 1. Whist Drive and Dance. 

" 
7. Paper by Mr. W. Bain, "Robert Bums, Jacobite 

and Jacobin." 
" 25. Anniversary Dinner: Dr. A. Dougall will propose 

"The Immortal Memory." 
Feb. 4. Paper by Mr. F. Crawford, "Our Highland 

Regiments." 
(Visit from Walker Bums Club.) 

Mar. 4. Paper by Mr. W. H. Bradley, "Horology." 
(Visit from W allsend Bums Club.) 

" 11. Visit to Sunderland Bums Club. 
" 12. Visit to Newcastle Burns Club. 

Apl. 1. Musical Evening. 
May 6. Annual Meeting: Election of Officers, &c. 

A. MANSFIELD, 
Hon. Secy. 
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165: WALLSEND BURNS CLUB. 

The Wallsend Burns Club finished a most successful session 
in March, 1925. Since that date progress has been the watch
word. During the summer season we applied for and got the 
use of one of the borough bowling greens in Wallsend Park, for 
the use of our members, and we have formed the Walls end 
Burns Bowling Club. The Club has also started a .Burns 
Glee Party and a Burns Quartette Party, so that the members 
of the Club are assured of a good programme during both 
summer and winter months. Our Anniversary Dinner wal a 
great success, thanks to the Rev. Herbert Barnes and the 
artistes, who are all members of the Club. 

During the year the membership has been largely increased, 
many prominent new members joining up. A most excellent 
syllabus has been got together, opening and closing with a 
Ladies' Night in the Clubroom, the ladies on those occasions' 
entertaining the gentlemen. So with lectures and music the 
members of the Wallsend Burns Club are looking forward to 
a great session. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925-Sept.23. Visit to Newcastle Burns Club. 
" 30. Social Evening and Concert. 

Oct. 4. Evening Service, Unitarian Church. 
" 7. Ladies' At Home. 
" 21. Visit from Gateshead Burns Club. 
" 30. Hallowe'en Social and Dance. 

Nov. 4. Mr. Albert Loker and Party. 
" 11. Visit to Walker Burns Club. 
" 18. Lecture by Rev. Herbert Bames on "Lord 

Byron." 
" 30. St. Andrew's Night Dance. 

Dec. 2. E. S. Dickinson, Esq., "Development of River 
Tyne." 

" 16. Harmony-Messrs. Picken and Lynch. 
.. 30. Visit from Walker Burns Club. 

1926-Jan. 1. New Year Social Evening and Dance. 
" 13. Paper by Mr. T. Taylor. 
" 25. Anniversary Dinner. 
" 27. Musical Evening-Messrs. M'Gregor and Glad

stone. 
Feb. 10. Paper by S. D. Murphy, Esq.-" Scottish 

Literary Renaissance." 
" 24. Visit from Newcastle Bums Club. 

Mar. 1. Social Evening and Dance. 
" 4. Visit to Gateshead Bums Club. 
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1926-Mar.10. Mr. Hurlinson, Gateshead Burns Club-Cl Burns: 
His Message to Humanity." 

" 24. Ladies' At Home. 
" 31. General Meeting: Election of Officers, &c. 

D. C. CARRUTHERS, 
Hon. Sec'!!. 

169: GLASGOW AND DISTRIOT BURNS ASSOCIATION. 

At the Annual Meeting in the Burns House Club on 29th 
October, 1925, Mr. Thomas Killin, J.P., presided over a large 
attendance. 

The Secretary reported that there were 50 Clubs on the 
roll, and that the work of the session had been very interest
ing. Lecturers had been sent to a large number of societies, 
and the Poet's Statue in George Square had been decorated on 
the anniversary of his birth. 

The ninth Annual Sermon was preached in Queen's Park 
East U.F. Church by the Rev. J. Golder Burns. B.D., and 
the tenth sermon will be preached in Govan Parish Church on 
'24th January, 1926, by the Rev. George Duncan, D.D. 

The cash statements showed that £80 had been received 
during the year in the form of grants and legacies, and that 
otherwise the income had been well maintained. The Mauch
line Houses for ftged female beneficiaries had been conducted 
efficiently, pensions being paid quarterly to the inmates, who 
were also freed from rent and rates. Important purchases 
and gifts increased the efficiency of the Mauchline Burns 
Museum, which was visited d'uring the year by a large number 
of Burns admirers from all parts of the world. 

The report deprecated the expense incurred by the Burns 
fraternity in printing and issuing anniversary greetings to the 
affiliated Clubs of the Federation. These were useless as pro
paganda, and the" poetry" of some of them was not calcu
lated favourably to impress outsiders. The money could 
certainly be put to some better use. Reference was also made 
to the conduct of many delegates at the recent Federation 
Conference, in neglecting the business meeting and leaving the 
various functions before these were concluded. 

The Association has taken the preliminary steps in estab
lishing a Scots Vernacular Association for Glasgow and! Dis
trict. The opening meeting on 22nd October had been very 
successful, and the Association, under the guidance of Sir 
Robert Bruce, LL.D., as President, and a representative 
Council, was now an established fact. It was agreed to issue 
a special circular on the subject, and to urge the importance 
of school competitions on Clubs that had not yet begun this 
work. 

Office-bearers were elected as follows :-President, Mr. T. 
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P. Thomson; Vice-Presidents, Mr. Ninian Macwhannell and 
Col. J. G. Roberton; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. J. J effrey 
Hunter. A Council of over twenty, representing as many 
affiliated Clubs, was also appointed. 

J. J llIFFREY HUNTER, 
Hon. Secy. 

181: PRIMROSE BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 
I have pleasure in reporting on another year's successful 

work. The Club during the past session held seven meetings 
(four lectures and three whist drives), all of which were well 
attended. 

The Annual Dinner was held in the Grosvenor Restaurant. 
The toast of "The Immortal Memory" was very ably pro
posed by Rev. Dugald Clark, of Springburn. The Annual 
Outing was held on 21st June; over 50 members journeyed to 
Arrochar, where a wonderful afternoon was spent, with sports 
of various kinds. 

The Schools Competition was again held in Mathieson 
Street Public School, and was if anything more enthusiastically 
contested than last year. This was due in a very large 
measure to the unfailing efforts of the" Dominie," Mr. T. S, 
Turnbull. The M'Lennan Cup still eludes our grasp: two 
rinks were entered, both being up-but not in the prize list. 

The membership of the Club still continues good. During 
the year 11 new members were admitted and 5 ordinary 
members took out Life member!lhip. The Annual General 
Meeting was heldJ in the Burns House Club on 29th May, 1925, 
a fair turnout of members being present. The Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer's report was read, and duly passed. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-0ct. 2. Whi!lt Drive. 

Nov. 6. Lecture by !van Smith, M.A., B.Sc.: "Scottish 
Lyrists before Burns." 

" 24. Whist Drive. 
Dec. 18. Concert. 

1926-Jan. 12. Whist Drive. 
" 25. Anniversary Dinner. 

Feb. 19. Lantern Lecture, by Archd. M'Phail: "Tour of 
the Western Isles." 

Mar. 19. Concert. 
Apl. Schools Competition. 
May 28. Annual General Meeting. 
June. Annual Club Outing. 
Aug. M'Lennan Cup Bowliug Competition. 

NORMAN J. DAVIB, 
Hon. Secy. 
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199: NEWBATTLE AND DISTRJCT BURNS CLUB. 

Again our local relief fund! claimed our earnest attention, 
:and a helping hand given to any necessitous cases in our 
district. Again we had the pleasure of giving the old age 
pensioners, who number fully 80, a Christmas present of 5s. 
each. 

In the summer we arranged a motor drive for these old 
people, and fully 80 accepted the invitati9n of our members 
to join them in an outing to Galashiels, Abbotsford, Melrose, 
Earlston, and Lauder. It is needless for me to give the details 
of the thanks and appreciation shown by the old people. Our 
annual public excursion took place to Pesbles, on 20th June, 
when fully 700 spent a most enjoyable day. 

The Children's Competition was, as usual, carried through, 
a hanilllome cup in each section and books for the prize
winners being provided. The subjects this year were-

Junior Boys aud Girls: "Burns's Life and Works in 
MauchIine. " 

Senior Girls: "Burns's Life and Works in Dumfries." 
Senior Boys: "Burns's Life and Works in Edinburgh." 

We had also our children's annual gala day. This we set 
aside wholly for the children's enjoyment, tea being provided 
and a programme of sports being carried through. 

JOHN J. HALDANE, 
Hon. Secy. 

202: "YE CRONIES" BURNS CLUB, GOVAN, GLASGOW. 
I have pleasure in submitting Annual Report. The Club 

Outing to Mauchline was held on 29th September, and was 
thoroughly enjoyed!. At November monthly meeting we had 
a lecture from Mr. David Blair, F.E.I.S., subject, "Burns in 
Kirkoswald," which was an intellectual treat. At December 
meeting ex-Bailie Neilson gave his annual address on the 
Cluo War Memorial. At January meeting we had Messrs. 
Barton and M'Ewan's concert party, and a grand musical treat 
the result. The Annual Supper was held on 24th January; 
Mr. P. Marshal1 proposed " The Immortal Memory " in a very 
able manner. At the February meeting President Parker gave 
us a lecture, subject, "Robert Burns from Field to Fame," 
illustrated by Bongs and readings. President Parker, on 
behalf of the Club, took concert party to Bridge of Weir 
Orphan Homes on 7th March, and were highly pleased at kind 
reception accorded them. At March monthly meeting Mr. 
Jack Kisell gave a cinema entertainment. First part showed 
the Burns country on screen; second part consisted of a 
reading of "Tarn 0' Shanter," with scenes from Tarn's leaving 
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Shanter Inn till he was safe at Shanter Farm. Every one 
enjoyed the evening's entertainment. On the 2nd May the 
Veterans' Annual Social was held, when, in addition to last 
year's veterans, we were favoured with a visit from Dr. 
M'Naught and Mr. Amos, who were accorded a hearty wel
come. After tea Dr. M'Naught gave the members a brief 
history of the Burns Federation to date. Mr. Amos alBo 
addressed the members. A flash-light photo was taken, and 
President Parker, on behalf of the members, presented Dr. 
M'Naught with a handsome silver-mounted walking-stick, suit
ably inscribed. Dr. M'Naught briefly replied, and thanked 
the members for their useful gift. Exactly a month after we 
were all shocked to hear of his sudden death. A deputation 
of the members attended the funeral. The Annual Meeting 
was held on 12th June, when all reports were considered very 
satisfactory. Mr. R. Swan was elected President, and every
thing points to a successful session. The Club entered five 
rinks for M'Lennan Bowling Cup in August, but failed to win 
the coveted trophy. Messrs. R. Swan, ex-Bailie Neilson, and 
J. Rellie attended Annual Conference of Burns Federation in 
Edinburgh, and reported at September meeting the great kind
ness and hospitality shown them by the members of the Edin
burgh Burns Clubs. The session 1924-25. all things con
l!Iidered, was very satisfactory; but we hope that our new 
President may confidently look forward, with the assistance of 
his Committee aI\d members, to make session 1925-26 a record 
one. 'JAMES RELLIE, 

Hon. Secy. 

213: KINGSTON BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

The past session again was productive of much progress in 
the affairs of our Club. 

The series of monthly meetings (on pp. 121-2 of Ohronicle, 
No. 34) attracted large attendances, and addedJ appreciably 
to the enjoyment and instructive welfare of the participants. 
Special thanks are due the lecturers, Messrs. Eyre-Todd, 
Reid, Tod-Ritchie, and M'Callum, also Rev. James Thomson, 
B.D. The musical side of the meetings was seen to by Messrs. 
Harley, Niven, and Mathieson. 

The Burns Anniversary was thoroughly on a par with 
previous happy memories. Mr. William Power. in proposing 
" The .Immortal Memory," enlightened his hearers as to why 
Burns has established himself as "the representative Scot" 
in preferment to many otherwise illustrious sons whom the 
world's imagination cannot visualise with the same devotion 
as Burns presents to them. During the meeting a {lollection 
for the Glasgow and District Burns Association's Houses at 
Mauchline realised £5 5s. 
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A special night in the following month was set apart for 
the benefit of the building fundi of the Glasgow Hospital for 
Diseases of the Ear, Nose, and Throat: £9 12s. was con
tributed. 

Another notable step forward was the Club's inauguration 
of School Children's Competitions in the Kingston district, 
with suitable pieces in song and story from Burns and kindred 
Scots writers. The scheme was· taken up so enthusiastically 
by the pupils and the teaching staff of Scotland Street School 
that the largest district hall was filled to overcrowding on the 
evening of the display, and a repeat performance had to be 
given a few days later. At date of this report an effort is 
being made to extend the competitions during the coming 
session. 

Our membership figures continue to advance; the gentler 
sex in particular increasing their numbers, now that they have 
penetrated even into the Council of our affairs. 

We have also to report that we are coming nearer (in 
bowling matters) to the M'Lennan Cup, having produced on 
the recent occasion a running-up rink of gold badge winners in 
Messrs. John Smith, Councillor J. F. Wilson. Robert Young, 
and A. H. Elliot (skip). 

SYLLABUS 1925-1926. 

1925-0ct. 15. Musical Evening, by the Caledonian Reel and 
Strathspey Society, and Friends. 

Nov. 19. Lecture: "Early Scottish Music," by Miss 
Eunice G. Murray. 

Dec. 17. Lecture: "Songs of Home and Country," by 
John Ord, F.S.A.Scot. 

1926-Jan. 26. Burns Anniversary: "The Immortal Memory," 
by Rev. James M. Dawson, M.A. 

Feb. 18. Lecture: "James Hogg-The Ettrick Shepherd," 
by Wm. Brown. 

Mar. 2. Musical Evening, arranged by Parish Councillor 
J oseph Wallac8. 

" 18. Lecture: "More Minor Poets in the Braid Scots," 
by Councillor Ninian Macwhannell. 

Apl. Annual Business Meeting. 
ARcHD. S. CAMPBELL, 

Secretary. 

239: HAWICK BURNS CLUB. 

The Club have had a most successful year. The syllabus 
for the year passed off very satisfactorily; another for the 
coming winter months is being arranged. 

The Annual Scottish Concert was a great success, a. sum 
L 
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of £32 lOs. being divided between the Hawick Cottage Hos
pital and the Jubilee Nurses' Association. A sum of £7 10s. 
was raised by the sale of vegetables and flowers on behalf of 
the Children's Home and Orphanage. 

The Club's Annual Outing took place on Monday, 28th 
September, 1925, when about 80 members travelled to 
Dumfries by motor. On arrival the entire company marched 
in processional order to the Mausoleum, where the President, 
Mr. Thomas Scott, placed a beautiful wreath on the tomb. 
The party then joined in singing the 100th Psalm, and there
after dispersed to visit the many places in the town associated 
with Burns. The annual School Children's Competition was 
again a great success, and same is being arranged this year on 
a much larger scale, the headmasters of the various schools 
interested! giving a splendid lead. GEORGB HOGG, 

Secretary. 

283: SINOLAIRTOWN BURNS CLUB. 

The Club has had an active and happy year, and at the 
General Meeting there was evident satisfaction among the 
members with the efficient administration bv the officials. The 
outside interest in the Club's ,work grows, as witnessed by the 
increasing desire for memoership. Some twenty names have 
been added to the list, while only two resignations fall to be 
recorded. 

The Committee is most energetic, and all meetings have 
been well attended. The work of the season got a good send

·off with a Smoker in mid-November. and this was followed by 
a Ladies' Night (which took the form of a Supper and Dance). 
This was a most enjoyable function to the 50 couples present. 
Twenty-fourth January saw our Dinner favoured by the largest 
turn-out in the history of the Club. "The Immortal 
Memory" was given by one of our Club members, Councillor 
J. D. M'Cormick. 

We had a smart paper on " Poetry" in February from our 
former Secretary, Mr. T. Hunter, and in March a real treat in 
the form of a lecture on " Burns's Songs" by Mr. John Greig. 
This lecture was illustrated with songs. Our quarters were 
erowded out. The Annual Drive took place in June to Crieff 
and Perth, A splendid day made it an unqualified success. 

In School Competition work there 'are no actual competi
tion results to be recorded. .But vet much has been done in 
the laying of the foundation for' a better all-round under
standing of the Club's aims, and in the future it is hoped 
that something will be done on new lines. We shall leave it 
at that meantime, and tell you all about it later on. This 
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much may be said-it is valuable pioneer work. A gold 
medal was again gifted to the Fife Musical Festival for Adult 
Scots Dialect (over 20). Another medal has been promised 
for 1926. 

We were represented at the Conference by Mr. William 
Crombie, Mr. David Brown, and Mr. Frank Taylor. 

At the General Meeting the Treasurer gave a pleasing 
report on the Club's finance, there being a turnover of some 
£90. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925 - Nov. 21. Smoker. 
Dec. 9. Ladies' Night. 

1926-Jan. 23. Annual Dinner: "The Immortal Memory," by 
John Greig. 

Feb. 20. Paper by John Hunter, F.R.C.O. 
Mar. 20. Paper by Donald Bell. 
June. Club Drive. 

FRANX TAYLOR, 
Hon. Secy. 

299: WESTLAND BURNS CLUB, GLASGOW. 

SYLLABUS 1925-1926. 

1925-0ct. 7. "'rhe Philosophy of Burns," by H. Stuart 

Nov. 
Dec. 

1926-Jan. 

" 

4. 
2. 
6. 

22. 

Feb. 3. 
Mar. 3. 

Girvan, B.L. 
Hallowe'en Supper. 
" Shakespeare and Glasgow," by J. J effrey Hunter. 
Musical Evening. 
Anniversary Dinner: "The Immortal Memory," 

by Bailie John Izett, J.P. 
"Scotland in Burns's Time," by Hugh M. Munro. 
"R. L. Stevenson," by J ames Lucas, M.A. 
Annual Business Meeting. 

300: COVINGTON AND THANKERTON TINTOCK BURNS CLUB. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925-0ct. 13. Lecture Recital, "Robert Burns: the Man and 
his Songs," by A. Allan Beveridge. 

Nov. 10. Literary and Musical Evening, by the Members. 
Dec. 8. Lecture Recital, "Old English Folk-Songs and 

Christmas Carols," by A. C. M'Nair, M.A., 
assisted by Biggar H.G. School Choir. 
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1926-Jan. 22. Bums Anniversary: "The Immortal Memory," 
by John Masterson, M.A., Rector of Biggar H. G. 
School. 

Feb. 9. Children's Competition in Elocution and Singing. 
Adjudicator - William Baillie Dickson, 
Hamilton. To be followed by an Elocutionary 
Recital by Mr. Dickson. 

Mar. 9. Literary and Musical Evening, by the Members. 
Annual General Meeting: on the Second 

Tuesday of April, or nearest date convenient. 

307: BDINBURGH AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meetings continue to be well patronised, and 
the increasing popularity of the Association in the capital is 
evident in the marked increase in the membership during the 
past session. All the functions-particularly the Whist 
Drive, Dance, and Children'l!l Party-were highly successful. 
The lecturer for the ,session was Treasurer Alex. Stevenson, 
J.P., who gave a very instructive and entertaining address on 
",Over Twenty-one Years in Edinburgh Town Council." 

The Annual Dinner was held in Crawford's Rooms, Princes 
Street, "The Immortal Memory" being submitted by Mr. 
George M'Gill, President of the Edinburgh Scottish Burns 
Club. Thereafter an attractive programme of Burns's songs 
and recitations was sus~ained by Miss Madge Rodger, Miss 
Florence Mawer, Miss Betty Forwell, and Messrs. Edward 
Lamb, John M'Vie, and Augustus Beddie. 

The syllabus for this session promises to be more attrac
tive than ever, and at all the functions visitors from Ayrshire 
and members of any Burns Club will be sure of a hearty wel
come. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 

1925-0ct. 14. Whist Drive. 
Nov. 4. Lecture on "Humour," by Rev. D. C. Stew art, 

M.A., CUITie. 
Dec. 12. Children's Partv. 

19'26-Jan. 20. Burns Dinner; "The Immortal Memory," by 
Charles S. Dougall, M.A., author of The 
Burns Country;. 

Feb. 19. Dance. 
Mar. 17. Musical Evening. 

JOHN M'VIE, 
Secretary. 
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323; KIRKOUDBRlGHT BURNS CLUB. 

The seventh session of our J3urns Association is ended. 
In accordlance with a resolution agreed to at our last Annual 
Meeting, the Association has been affiliated with the Burns 
Federation. We are included in the Southern Counties 
Division, with Dumfries as centre. The work of the session 
has been limited to an Anniversary Celebration and the 
Children's Singing Competition, which has been successfully 
inaugurated. 

The Anniversary Celebration was held on 20th January, 
when a very able and intenlilely enjoyable lecture was delivered 
by the Rev. Munro Somerville, ~arish Minister of Ballantrae. 
The attendance was good andl, as usual, included men and 
women to whom the Annual Burns Concert is their only form 
of entertainment. 

The Children's Singing Competition was made possible by 
the gift, from Major Robert Brown, of Dallas (Texas), of a 
Shield for Annual Competition. The Shield is offered for the 
best rendering of a Burns song by a Children's Choir (in 
unison); ages, fourteen years. The schools in the district 
were generally responsive, six schools, representing approxi
mately 500 scholars, (lending competitors. 

To obviate any suspicion of local bias, a non-resident adjudi
cator, in the person of Mr. Lewis, Stranraer, was appointed 
for singing, and Mr. Hebburn, the newly appointed Executive 
Officer for the Education Authority, for recitation. The 
following observations by Mr. Lewill are highly flattering to 
the choirs and their conductors;-

" I have been thoroughly delightedl with the admirable 
work pre.sented to-day. It has been most excellent. 

" In the school classes the best of the choirs in tone, 
colour, diction, and general musical understanding were 
comparable with the highellt musical standards. 

"The young children, by their charming musical 
tone and natural dramatic instinct, made listening very 
enjoyable, and adjudicating very difficult. The happy, 
fresh voices of the children have been truly delightful. 

"To me it has been a genuine artistic success. The 
conductors bore splendid testimony to the quality of 
musical education within the district." 

To ensure the continued success of this important branch 
of the Association's activities it is essential to retain the 
interest and sympathy of the Education Authority, the head
masters, and their staffs. We are fortunate in having for our 
President a member of the Education Authority. Mr. 
Barclay hall entered into the educational and cultural spirit 
of the competitions with wide knowledge and great enthusiasm. 
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His assistance is indispensable in developing this branch of the 
Association's work, and! I am looking forward with confidence 
to his co-operation in the future. .!LEX. HENRy, 

Secretary. 
325: VANOOUVER BURNS FELLOWSHIP. 

The year has been a busy one for Vancouver Burns Fellow
ship--the first complete session in its history. The programme 
was carried through without a hitch. Increasing interest 
was manifestedi in our work.' The membership likewise con
eistently increased, until at the close of the session there were 
fully 70 names on the membership roster. 

" The Twenty-fifth" was celebrated as never before in the 
history of British Columbia. In addition to sponsoring three 
meetings during the Anniversary week, the Fellowship was, 
directly and indirectly, responsible for much admirable pub
licity work. A Special Anniversary Service was held in church 
on the evening of Sunday, 25th January. Rev. Alex. Thomson, 
a member of the Executive, conducted the service, deducing 
many morals from the character of Burns as a true apostle of 
brotherhood. Special selections of Burns's songs were played 
by the Vancouver Scottish Orchestra. and one or two of the 
poet's best-known songs were sung. 

The annual banquet, on a totally different plane from the 
Burns suppers which have been conspicuous for years-at least 
in the West--was also a source of great encouragement, indi
cating that lovers of Burns, if afforded proper guidance, were 
willing to subscribe to more lofty ideals of the poet than has 
often been the case at similar functions. All speakers at the 
first annual banquet were members of the Fellowship, and the 
How of wit and eloquence was of such a high standard that one 
of the leading city dailies characterised it as one of the finest 
Burns banquets ever held in the Dominion of Canada. 

The Fellowship qas been successful in securing the placing 
of a more representative showing of books relating to Burns 
and his life in Vancouver Public Library, and, in co-opera
tion with the City Librarian, will see that the selection is 
kept up to date as well as the finances at the disposal of the 
Library Board will permit. 

On a Saturday afternoon in August, as the opening gun 
of a campaign for the erection of a statue to Robert Burns in 
Stanley Park, a music festival was .tag-ed by the Fellowship 
in the Brockton Point grounds in the Park. A very, fine pro
gramme was presentedi, in which many of Burns's most loved 
songs were included. The Vancouver Scottish Choir and the 
Vancouver Scottish Orchestra co-operated in making the 
festival a success. As a result of the unique entertainment 11. 
comnderable sum was realised to form the nucleus of a fund 



VANCOUVER BURNS FELLOWSHIP: ORIGINAL EXECUTIVE 

Fron t Row (left to right)-Rev. Alex. Thomson, M.A.; James Taylor; P. MeA. Carrick, President; Alex. McRae, Vice· 
President; A. Fraser Reid, Hon. Secy. 

Back Row (left to right)-David Murray, John Macdonald, J ohn Macinnes 
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for the erection of the statue. A special committee has been 
appointed, and work is now actively proceeding in the task of 
collecting the amount necessary to ensure the erection of a 
memorial worthy of the poet and of the rapidly growing cos
mopolitan city of Vancouver. 

Much missionary work has been done throughout the 
province during the year by the President and other members 
of the Fellowship. Assistance has been pledged the Nanaimo 
Burns Club in their efforts to organise along the lines of the 
Fellowship during the coming session, and in many other ways 
assistance is being given. In this way the Executive of the 
Vancollver Burns Fellowship feel that they are really vindicat
ing their existence and are doing the work expected of them by 
the Burns Federation. 

1925-0ct. 12. 

" 
20. 

Nov. 17. 

Dec. 15. 

1926-Jan. 19. 
" 24. 

,. 25. 

Feb. 16. 

Mar. 16. 
Apl. 20. 
May 18. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
"The Real Robert Burns" (Illustrated), by J. L. 

Hughes, LL.D. 
"The Edinburgh of Burns and Scott" (Con

tinued), by W. R. Dunlop, F.R.G.S. 
"The Cottar's Saturday Night," by Rev. Rich

mond Craig, M.A. 
"Pen Pictures from Burns," by Miss Kate 

Morrison. 
"The Epistle to Davie," by Alex. M'Rae. 
"Some Modern Scottish Poets," by James Taylor. 
Burns Service in First Presbyterian Church: 

Sermon by Rev. Richmond Craig, M.A. 
Annual Banquet: "The Immortal Memory," by 

P. M 'A. Carrick, President. 
"Burns and the Border Land," by Dr. James 

Patterson. 
"Scottish Superstitions," by W. H. Smith, D.D. 
"Border Ballads," by Prof. James B. Henderson. 
Annual Meeting. A. FRASER REID, 

Hon. Secy. 
340: BALERNO BURNFI CLUB. 

SYLLABUS 1925-26. 
1925-0ct. 16. "Scottish Humour," by Rev. D. C. Stewart, M.A. 

Nov. 20. "Burns as a Burgess," by John M'Vie. 
Dec. 18. Annual General Meeting: "The Land 0' the 

Leal," by Robert Craig. 
1926-Jan. 22. Anniversary Dinner: "The Immortal Memory," 

by Councillor Thos. Horsburgh, J.P. 
Feb. 19. "Highland Mary," by James Hogg. 
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RUGH M'CoLL, 278 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
J. C. EWING, 167 West Regent Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
ALEX. M'KENzIE, 210 Battlefield Road, Glasgow, S.2. 
JAMES THOMSON, F.S.A.Scot., "The Cedars," 21 Fortis Green, East 

Finchley, London, N.2. 
TH08. KILLIN, J.P., 7 Stewarton Drive, Cambuslang. 
RUGH M'LEAN, Elmhurst, Greenock. 
ALBERT DOUGLAS, LL.D., Washington, U.S . .A. 
WM. BAIRD, J.P., F.S.A.Scot., 11 Pitt Street, Portobello. 
L. G. SLOAN, J.P., Pen Corner, Kingaway, London, W.C.2. 
J. TAYLOR GIBIl, F.S.A.Scot., Mauchline. 
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OFFICE-BEARERS. 

President-Sir RoBERT BRUCE, LL.D., D.L., Glasgow Herald Office, 
Glasgow, C.l. 

Vice-President-A. M'CALLUM, Gowanbrae, Mansewood, Pollokshaws. 
Hon. Secretary-THoMAs AMOS, M.A., 19 Glebe Road, Kilmarnock. 
Hon. Treasurer-Major GEO. A. INNES, M.B.E., 14 London Road, 

Kilmarnock. 
Editor, Burns Ohronicle-J. C. EWING, 167 West Regent Street, 

Glasgow, 0.2. . 
.Auditors-Major D. YUILLE, Burns Avenue, Kilmarnock. 

Capt. ADAM MACKAY, The Crescent, Prestwick. 
Hon. Secretary of Ohildren's Oompetitions-ALEX. POLLOCK, 19 Keir 

Street, Glasgow, S.l. 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES. 

Ola8flOW-ALEX. M'KENZIE, 210 Battlefield Road, Glasgow, S.2. 
THos. KiLLIN, J.P., 7 Stewarton Drive, Cambuslang. 
J. M. ALEXANDER, 424 Victoria Road, Glasgow, S.2. 
T. P. THoMsoN, 32 Barrington Drive, Glasgow, C.4. 

Lanarkshire-WILLIAM WILSON, 5 Haddow Street, Hamilton. 
JOHN R. FOTHERINGHAM, "Orwell," Bent Road, Hamilton . 

.Ayrshire-Ex-Bailie WM. MUNRO, J.P., Howard Park Drive, 
Kilmarnock. 

JAMES A. MORRIS, A.R.S.A., Wellington Chambers, Ayr. 
LinlitltgowsMre-J OHN MAcK, Polkemmet Cottage, Armadale. 
F'ifeshire-RoBERT MOYEs, King's Road School, Rosyth. 

D. RENDERSON, 39 Burns Avenue, Buckhaven. 
Renfrewshire-HuGH M'LEAN, "Elmhurst," Newark Street, Greenock. 
Stirling and Olachmannan Shires-FRED. JOHNSTON, Falkirk Herald, 

Falkirk. 
Northern Scottish Oounties-T. HAY, 37 Union Street, Dundee. 
Dumbarton and .Argyll Shires-WM. C. COCKBURN, Station House, 

Bewling. 
Edinburgh-AuGUSTUS BEDDIE, 11 Merchiston Crescent, Edinburgh. 
Mid and East Lothians and Borders-Rev. H. O. W ALLACE, Ladhope 

Manse, Galashiels. 
GEORGE HUMPHREY, "The Saughs," Newtongrange, 

Midlothian. 
Southern Soottish Oounties-Dr. JOSEPH HUNTER, 1 Charlotte Street, 

Dumfries. 
London-P. N. M'FARLANE, c/o Cassell & Co., La Belle Sauvage, 

London, E.C.4. 
North-Eastern England-ALEx. SUTHERLAND, Kildonan, Forest Hall, 

N ewcastle-on-Tyne. 
North- Western England-Dr. W. R. DALZELL, M.A., M.B., "Norman

ton," 41 Balls Road, Birkenhead. 

.. 
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Midlands of England-
Walea-JOHN CARMICHAEL, 49 Park Road, Glasgow, C.4. 
Ireland-GEo. P. FINDLAY, Boating Club Lane, Londonderry. 
U.S.A.-Col. WALTER SCOTT, 495 Broadway, New York City, N.Y. 
Oanada-JoHN G. S. SPROLL, 3 Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow, C.l. 
AU8tralia-Col. J. G. ROBERTON, "Stamford," Park Road, Giffnock. 

OONSTITUTION. 

1. The Federation shall consist of the members of each 
affiliated Club. 

2. The Council shall consist of Hon. Presidents, Hon. Vice
Presidents, President, two Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretary, Hon. 
Treasurer, Editor of the Burns Chronicle, and the Auditors-all 
of whom shall be elected annually, and be eligible for re-election; 
also any three members of, and nominated by, each affiliated Club. 

3. Past Presidents of the Federation shall, ex-oUicio, be 
members of the Council. 

4. The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, 
the two Vice-Presidents, the Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer, 
the Editor of the Burns Chronicle, and representative members 
elected by the various districts as shown in the subjoined schedule. 
These representative members shall be elected annually, and the 
results reported to the Secretary of the Federation one month 
before the Annual Conference, on the basis (a) of one member for 
the first five clubs, and one member for every additional ten clubs 
in each district; (b) but that for Edinburgh, London, the five 
Overseas Dominions-Newfoundland, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa-and the United States of America, 
one club in each shall qualify for admission as a district. If no 
member is elected by a district, the Executive Committee shall 
have power to fill the vacancy. The Executive Committee shall 
meet quarterly, on the fourth Saturday of September, December, 
March, and June, and when called by the Hon. Secretary, for the 
transaction of the business of the Federation. 

5. Clubs outwith the United Kingdom may be represented 
by proxy at the Annual Conference of the Federation. 

OBJECTS. 

1. To strengthen and consolidate by universal affiliation the 
bond of fellowship existing amongst the members of Burns Clubs 
and kindred Societies. 

2. To purchase and preserve MSS. and other relics connected 
with the Poet. 

3. To repair, renew, or mark with suitable inscriptions, any 
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buildings, tombstones, &c., interesting from their association with 
Burns. ' 

4. To encourage and arrange School Competitions in order to 
stimulate the teaching of Scottish History and Literature. 

RULES. 

1. The Headquarters of the Federation shall be in Kilmarnock. 
2. Burns Clubs, St. Andrew Societies, and kindred Associa

tions may be admitted to the Federation, after application in 
writing to the Hon. Secretary, enclosing a copy of their Constitu
tion and Rules and a list of their Office-Bearers, which shall be 
submitted to the Executive Committee at their next meeting, and 
the Clubs shall be enrolled if there are not more than two 
dissentients. 

3. The Registration Fee shall be 42s., on receipt of which the 
Diploma of the Federation shall be issued. 

4. Each Club shall subscribe 21s. per anuum towards the 
funds of the Federation. Clubs failing to pay this subscription 
for two consecutive years may be struck oft' the Roll of the 
Federation. Any surplus profits resulting from the sale of the 
Burns Chronicle shall be added to the general funds. 

5. Members of every kindred Association registered by the 
Federation shall be entitled to receive a pocket Diploma on 
payment of Is. 

6. The funds of the Federation shall be vested in the Executive 
Committee for the objects before mentioned .. 

7. The Annual Conference of the Council shall be held on 
the second Saturday of September, at such place as may be 
agreed upon, when reports on the year's transactions shall be 
submitted by the Hon. Secretary and the Hon. Treasurer, and 
Office-Bearers shall be elected for the ensuing year. 

S. Nominations for the offices of President and Vice-President 
must be lodged with the Hon. Secretary one month before the 
Annual Conference. 

9. Nominations by districts for membership of the Executive 
Committee must be lodged with the Hon. Secretary one month 
before the Annual Conference. 

10. Notice of any amendment or alteration of the Constitution 
or Rules of the Federation to be considered at the Annual 
Meeting must be lodged in writing with the Hon. Secretary not 
later than 30th June. 

BENEFITS. 

1. Registered Clubs are supplied free with copies of news
papers containing accounts of meetings, demonstrations, &c., 
organised, conducted, or attended by the Counoil of the Federa
tion. 
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2. Exchange of fraternal greetings on the anniversary of the 
Poet's natal day. 

3. Members of Registered Clubs who have provided themselves 
with pocket Diplomas are entitled to attend meetings of all Clubs 
on the Roll of the Federation, they being subject to the rules of 
the Club visited, but having no voice in its management unless 
admitted a member according to local form. 

4. Members are entitled to be supplied, through the 
Secretaries of their respective Clubs, with copies of all Works 
published by the Federation, at a discount of 331 per cent. 

5. A list of Lecturers, Essayists, and Judges for Children's 
Competitions will be supplied to Clubs on application. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS. 

(See Article No. 4 of "Constitution.") 

Glasgow-S6 Clubs: 4 Members. 

No. Name. 

3 Tam 0' Shanter. 
7 Thistle. 
9 Royalty. 

33 Haggis. 
34 Carrick. 
36 Rosebery. 
49 Bridgeton. 
53 Govan Fairfield. 
63 Mossgiel. 
67 Carlton. 
68 Sandyford. 
72 Partick. 
74 Mauchline Socil::ty. 
91 Shettleston. 
99 Barlinnie. 

118 Albany. 
135 Partick Western. 
139 National. 
153 Scottish. 

No. Name. 

164 Kinning Park. 
169 Glasgow B.C.A. 
180 Tollcross. 
181 Primrose. 
202 Govan Cronies. 
203 Dennistoull Jolly Beggars. 
213 Kingston. 
223 .\.uld Clinkum. 
234 Southern Merchants. 
255 Cathcart. 
263 Masonic. 
268 Anderston Cronies. 
282 Glasgow Bowling Associa-

tion. 
286 Shawlands. 
287 Queen Anne. 
295 "Burns House. 
299 Westland. 

Lanarksh1l'e-18 Clubs: 2 Members. 

20 Airdrie. 
98 Lanark. 

100 Hamilton Mossgiel. 
110 Cambuslang. 
121 Hamilton Junior. 
133 Newarthill. 
152 Hamilton. 
157 Baillieston. 
182 Stane. 

207 Cambuslallg Willgate. 
237 UddillgstOll Masonic. 
266 Newton J.B. 
273 Lanark J.B. 
289 Coatbridge Caledonian. 
290 Blantyre and District. 
300 Covington and Thankerton. 
313 Rutherglen. 
315 Avondale. 



174 LIST OF DISTRICTS 

AYl'shil'e-20 Clubs: 2 Membel'S. 
No. Name. 
o Kilmarnock. 

56 Muirkirk Lapra:ik. 
86 Cumnock Winsome Willie. 

123 Auchinleck:. 
150 Kilmarnock J.B. 
168 Riccarton. 
173 Irvine. 
192 Ayrshire B.C.A. 
252 Alloway. 
332 Auchinleck "Boswell 

St. James." 

No. Name. 
253 Galston. 
256 Newton-on-Ayr. 
274 Troon. 
275 Ayr. 
288 Beith. 
310 Mauchline. 
322 Stevenston and District. 
328 Hurlford. 
333 New Cumnock Anglers. 
835 Tarbolton. 

LinUthgowshil'e-9 Clubs: 1 Member. 
94 Uphall T. 0' S. 279 Broxburn J.B. 

106 Broxbnrn Rosebery. 125 Blackburn-on-Almond. 
160 Whitburn. 231 Fauldhouse. 
257 Armadale Star. 343 Queensferry. 
258 Armadale Buck's Head. 

Fife-1S Clubs: 2 Membeps. 
13 St. Andrews. 
62 Cupar. 
85 Dunfermline. 

128 Cowdenbeath Glencairn. 
251 Glencraig. 
262 Fife B.C.A. 
265 Bingry. 
326 Bingry Ladies. 
283 Sinclairtown_ 

29( Hill of Beath. 
302 Auchterderran. 
.'304 Dunnikier. 
184 Blairadam. 
247 Lochgelly. 
250 Cowdenbeath T. 0' S. 
246 Lochore. 
330 Glencraig " Bonnie Jean.' 
337 Buckhaven. 

Renfl'ewshipe-12 Clubs: 1 Membep. 
21 Greenock. 
48 Paisley. 
59 Gourock. 

148 Greenock Cronies. 
161 Paisley Charleston. 
190 Port-Glasgow. 

205 Paisley St. Mirren. 
200 Greenock St. John's. 
254 Greenock Victoria. 
269 Johnstone T. 0' S. 
308 Barrhead Kelbnrn. 
243 Paisley St. James. 

StipUngshipe and Claekmannan-S dlubs: 1 Membep. 
50 Stirling. 245 Kinnaird Victoria. 

126 Falkirk. 292 Grahamston. 
155 East Stirlingshire. 312 Kilsyth Masonic. 
218 Bannockburn. 37 Dollar. 
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Northepn Countles-8 Clubs: 1 Membep. 
No. Name. No. Name. 
40 Aberdeen. 242 Montrose. 
14 Dundee. 42 Crieff. 
76 Brechin. 149 Elgin. 

327 Perth St. Mark's. 336 Peterhead. 

Dumbartonshipe 8lld Al'gyllshire-12 Clubs: 1 Membel'. 
2 Alexandria. 189 Clydebank Barns 0' Clyde. 

10 Dumbarton. 225 Helensburgh. 
90 Garelochhead. 244 Dalmuir. 
92 Kilbowie. 75 Kirn. 

113 Vale of Leven Glencairn. 196 Mid-Argyll. 
151 Old Kilpatrick. 316 Bardgate Knowe. 

Edinbul'gh-8 Clubs: 1 Membel'. 
22 Edinburgh. 

124 Edinburgh Ninety. 
212 Portobello. 
293 N ewcraighall. 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Associa-
tion. 

314 Edinburgh Scottish. 
340 Balerno. 
341 Leith. 

Mid and East Lothians and Borders-15 Clubs: 2 Membel's. 
65 MUBselburgh. 

108 East Calder. 
198 Gorebridge J.B. 
199 Newbattle and District. 
221 Prestonpans. 
264 Prestonpans J.B. 
267 Prestonpans Mystic. 
259 Bonnyrigg. 

319 Fisherrow Masonic. 
96 Jedburgh. 

239 Hawick. 
187 Galashiels. 
334 Cockenzie Thorntree. 
338 Dalkeith and District. 
339 Wally ford J.B. 

Southel'n Countles-6 Clubs: 1 Membel'. 
112 Dumfries Howft'. 
226 Dumfries. 
309 Annan. 

318 Dumfries Queensberry. 
323 Kirkcudbright. 
342 Thornhill. 

London-1 Club: 1 Membel'. 
1 Burns Club of London. 

NOl'th-Eastern England-9 Clubs: 1 Membel'. 
224 Ashington. 195 Shiremoor. 
270 Coquetdale. 89 Sunderland. 
158 Darlington. 159 Walker-on-Tyne. 
163 Gateshead. 165 Wallsend-on-Tyne. 
156 Newcastle. 
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North-WestePD England-4 Clubs: 1 Member (provisionally). 
No. Name. 
18 Liverpool. 

281 Vickerstown. 

No. Name. 
236 Whiteha.ven. 

71 Carlisle. 

Midlands of England-7 Clubs: 1 Member. 
167 Birmingham. 
120 Bristol. 
55 Derby. 

222 Hull. 

131 Nottingha.m. 
296 Walsall. 
329 N ewark and District. 

Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member. 
306 Cardiff. 311 Colwyn Bay. 

Ireland-3 Clubs: 1 Member. 
146 Dublin. 204 Dundalk. 
183 Londonderry. 

U.S.A.-13 Clubs: 1 Member. 
171 Chattanooga. 
172 Oregon. 
208 Colorado Springs. 
238 Atlanta. 
271 Trenton. 
277 Harriman. 
278 Duluth. 

280 Detroit. 
284 Philadelphia. 
220 St. Louis. 
320 Troy. 
321 Dundalk (Maryland). 
331 Buffalo. 

Canada-6 Clubs: 1 Member. 
297 Hamilton (Ont.) 303 Victoria (B.C.) 
298 Nanaimo (B.C.) 305 New Waterford:(N.S.) 
325 Vancouver Fellowship. 34-4 LadYBmith (B.C.) 

Australla-2 Clubs: 1 Member. 
261 Sydney. 324 Stockton. 
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THE BURNS FEDERATION. 

List of places at which the Annual Conference of 
the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock. 1907 Sunderland. 
1894 Glasgow. 1908 St. Andrews. 
1895 Dundee. 1909 Dunfermline. 
1896 Kilmarnock. 1910 Lanark. 
1897 Greenock. 1911 Glasgow. 
1898 Mauchline. 1912 Carlisle. 
1899 Dumfries. 1913 GaIashiels. 
1900 Kilmarnock. 1914-19 Glasgow. 
1901 Glasgow. 1920 London. 
1902 Greenock. 1921 Dunfermline. 
1903 Edinburgh. 1922 Birmingham. 
1904 Stirling. 1923 Ayr. 
1905 Hamilton. 1924 Dumfries. 
1906 Kilmarnock. 1925 Edinburgh. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OF THE 

BURNS FEDERATION. 

FRBEMASONS' HALL, GEORGE STREET, EDINBURGH, 

12th September, 1925. 

The Annual Conference of the Burns Federation was held here 
to-day at 10 a.m. The President, Sir Robert Bruce, LL.D., 
occupied the chair, and was supported by nearly the whole of the 
office-bearers of the Federation. Apologies for absence were 
intimated from Dr. J. M. Bulloch, Mr. Wm. Will, and Yr. James 
Thomson, London; Mr. Hugh M'Lean, Greenock; and Col. WaIter 
Scott, New York. The Minutes of the previous Conference, held in 
Dumfries, were read and approved. 

The Hon. Secretary submitted his annual report. 

HON. SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT. 

Two years ago our Conference was held at Ayr, the birth
place of our National Bard; last year we met in Dumfries, where 
all that was mortal of the Poet is interred; to-day we meet in 
"Edina, Scotia's darling seat," the scene of his brief social 
triumph. To a Burnsian this is a remarkably interesting 
sequence of meeting places. Twenty-two years have passed since 
a. Federation Conference was held in this city. On that occasion 
70 delegates representing 30 Clubs were present. The presence 
to-day of nearly 400 delegates from 140 Clubs in Scotland, 
England. Ireland, Wales, the United States, Canada, and 
Australia, will give an indication of the vigorous growth of 
the Federation since 1903. 

My first duty is to bring before your notice the recent death 
of Dr. M 'Naught, who was for thirteen years our President, 
and for the long period of thirty-three years editor of the Burns 
Chronicle. He was one of the founders of the Federation. and 
for nearly forty years he continued to be a veritable bulwark of 
:strength to the Burns movement. 

As President he was well equipped for his position through 
his experience on various public bodies, his dignified eloquence, 
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and his minute and accurate knowledge of the life and works of 
the Poet. He was a man of great versatility, of clear vision, and 
of strong personality, and when he had planned a course of action 
his indomitable resolution carried out his undertakings to a 
successful issne. Much of the best of his work is contained in 
the Chronicle which he so long edited with acceptance and 
distinction, and his well-known book The Truth about Burns is to 
a great extent a summation of the forcefully written articles 
contributed by him during his editorship of our Annual. 
Through native worth he rose triumphant over the narrowing 
influence of a village school, and made for himself a name known 
and respected by all lovers of Burns at home and abroad. We 
who knew him so long and honoured him so sincerely mourn 
to-day the loss of a great-hearted friend. 

The Federation has also lost one of its oldest office-bearers and 
staunchest supporters through the death of Mr. W. H. Turner, a 
native of Ayrshire long resident in Sunderland, who by his 
enthusiasm did so much for the Burns cause in the north-eastern 
counties of England. Those who were present at our Congress in 
Sunderland in 1907 will remember with gratitude his tireless 
efforts to make our first visit across the Border a success. 

I cannot leave unnoticed the death of Miss Annie Burns 
Burns, only daughter by his second marriage of Lieut.-Col. James 
Glencairn Burns, fourth son of the Poet. This venerable lady, 
who was proud of her descent from our National Bard, had long 
lived at Cheltenham, and recently died there in her ninety-fifth 
year. A year ago, at your request, I conveyed to her the good 
wishes of the Burnsians assembled at our Congress in Dumfries, 
and received from her a gracious reply. 

To the families of Dr. M'Naught and Mr. Turner, and the 
relatives of Miss Burns, we respectfully offer our sincere sympathy. 

The past year has been one of progress and prosperity, and I have 
great pleasure in reporting that the following 21 Clubs have joined 
the Federation, viz. :-Kirkcudbright; Stockton, N.S. W., Australia; 
Vancouver Burns Fellowship; Bingry Jolly Beggars, Ladies; St. 
Mark's, Perth; Hurlford; Newark and District Caledonian 
Society; Glencraig "Bonnie Jean," Ladies; Buffalo, D.S.A.; 
Auchinleck Boswell St. James; New Cumnock Anglers, Glen 
Afton; Cockenzie Thorntree; Tarbolton; Peterhead; Buckhaven; 
Dalkeith and District; Wallyford; Balerno; Leith; Thornhill 
and South Queensferry. 

Five of these Clubs belong to the district tapped by our visit 
here to-day, and this speaks eloquently of our wisdom in not 
having one town permanently fixed as the meeting place for our 
Congress. I have also issued to our members close on 300 pocket 
diplomas, which are highly valued as a means of personal intro
duction, especially in America. 
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The year has been one of reconstruction. The scheme which 
was outlined at Dumfries has been. earried out with conspicuous 
success by most of the districts into which we have divided our 
Clubs, and at the end of September the first meeting of our newly 
constituted Executive Committee will be held. The closer 
organisation will be a distinct improvement on the somewhat 
loose hold the Federation has had over its Clubs, and the district 
meetings may do much good in bringing Burnsians closer together 
for mutual help, in arranging for exchange of lecturers, and for 
initiating Children's Competitions and Scottish Concerts. We 
sincerely thank those who acted as temporary district secretaries 
for their valued assistance in carrying out the instructions of the 
Committee. 

Another of the outstanding activities of the year has been our 
participation in the movement for the resuscitation of our Scottish 
Vernacular. The personal interest and the influence of our 
worthy President have led to a long and interesting discussion on 
this subject in the press. Many messages of encouragement have 
been received by our President from distinguished Scots. In the 
meantime we do not wish to force matters unduly, but we intend 
to continue the School Children's Competitions in Scottish Song 
and Poetry which have been so succesl:lful in the past, and we 
desire to enlarge the scope of these competitions so as to include 
the whole of Scottish literature. To those who wish to begin 
competitions, we hope in the immediate future to supply a model 
collection of songs and poems, along with suggestions which may 
be of assistance to them in initiating the competitions. 

The need of a good cheap Scottish Dictionary has been under 
discussion, and Sir James Wilson, K.C.S.L, whose studies in 
Scottish Vernacular are so favourably known, has most generously 
offered his skilled assistance should there be a definite call for 
such a book. We do not, as some wrongly imagine, wish to 
substitute the teaching of Scottish Vernacular for the teaching of 
English in our schools-far from that-but we do hold that 
Scottish children ought to have a chance of knowing the verna
cular literature of their native land. Teachers have a measure of 
freedom granted to them in drawing up a syllabus for the teaching 
of English, and I, as a teacher, have never yet found an inspector 
who was not sympathetic with one whose English syllabus 
contained a goodly proportion of vernacular poetry for study or 
repetition. If the Scottish Education Department were to exact 
this, instead of leaving it to the discretion of the teacher, our aim 
would be quickly realised. The returns from our Clubs which 
hold Children's Competitions in Scottish Song and Poetry are 
most encouraging, and we know in addition that many Scottish 
teachers have for years continued to give instruction in our 
vernacular poetry, without competitions or prizes. If our 
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teachers are wholly with us the movement will surely be 
successful. 

An interesting volume on this subject entitled The Scottish 
Tongue was published by Cassell &; Co., London, early in the 
present year. It embodies four excellent and stimulating lectures 
delivered to the Burns Club of London Vernacular Circle by Pro
fessor Craigie, Professor Giles, Dr. John Buchan, and Dr. Bulloch, 
and it has a foreword by our Hon. Vice-President, Mr. Wm. Will, 
who, along with Dr. Bulloch, has done so much to initiate the 
movement, and has been a steady source of inspiration to all who 
have taken part in it. To any who are faint-hearted in the 
movement, a reading of the recently published London report will 
be an excellent tonic. 

We are pleased to know that Sir James Wilson, K.C.S.I., is 
continuing his vernacular studies, and that a book on the Lothian 
dialect will soon take a worthy place alongside his well-known 
studies of the dialects of Central Ayrshire and Strathearn. 
Recently the same author published through the Oxford Uni
versity Press a handsome and useful volume entitled Scottish 
Poems of Burns in his native dialect, which will enable English 
speakers everywhere to pronounce the Scottish tongue as Burns 
himself spoke it. 

We congratulate Mr. Robert Bain, one of our delegates and a 
fellow member of Crieff Burns Club with Sir James Wilson, on 
the successful production of his play James 1. of Scotland. 

A few months ago an aged citizen of Edinburgh, Mr. James 
Mackenzie, who has since passed away, published.A new Life and 
Vindication of Robert Burns which may be read with interest and 
instruction. 

The sale at public auction of a copy of the Kilmarnock edition 
for £1750 during the spring of this year makes us think 
furiously when we remember what Burns received for the whole 
impression. 

Early in January Chronicle No. 34 was published under the 
guidance of Dr. M'Naught. This was the last of his labours on 
behalf of the Federation, and brought to a close a series of 
volumes which will be a lasting monument to his scholarship and 
industry. The sale of the number was quite as good as on former 
occasions, but the circulation is ffi.r short of what it should be. 
Clubs must be awakened to their duty to the Chronicle, and we 
hope that with a new series and a new editor there may arise 
a better appreciation of the only annual in the world devoted to 
Burns lore. 

Shortly before Dr. M'Naught's death a sub-committee ap
pointed for the purpose unanimously recommended as his 
successor Mr. J. C. Ewing, a gentleman well known as a dis
tinguished Burns scholar. Mr. Ewing's ripe experience as a 
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writer, and his patient skill in investigation, make him an ideal 
candidate for the vacant office. 

The Children's Competitions initiated and managed 80 success-
. fully by our Clubs go on from strength to strength. Recently 

Mr. AIeL Pollock, the enthusiastic secretary of the Competitions, 
reported that fully 90,000 school children were receiving in
struction in Scottish Vernacular Song and Poetry as a result of 
our propaganda. We congratulate Mr. Pollock on the success of 
the work to which he has so long devoted himself, and we hope 
for an extension of this scheme, which has done much to keep our 
mother tongue alive. 

The philanthropic and literary activities of our Clubs are in 
th'eir normal healthy state. The Glasgow Burns Association and 
the Glasgow Mauchline Society once more compel our admiration 
by the wholehearted manner in which they support their homes 
for the aged in Mauchline. We cannot imagine a better 
memorial to the Poet, and it is difficult to imagine a more suit
able locality than this old-world village, so close to the farm 
where much of the best of Burns's work was written. 

Quite recently a Gala Day on behalf of the extension of 
Mauchline Burns Homes was held at CesSllock Castle, Galston, 
and Mr. Killin, who has worked so long and so successfully for 
the Homes, must have been cheered by the results of his effort. 

Very many of our Clubs show an excellent literary syllabus 
dealing almost wholly with Scottish subjects, and the literary 
activities of our Clubs overseas are in no way behind those at 
home. The syllabus of such clubs as Vancouver Burns Fellow
ship, and Atlanta and Troy, U.S.A., is often more original, and 
certainly quite as comprehensive and as truly Scottish, as the 
best of the Clubs at home. 

Our Federation is now forty years old. The founders have 
now all passed. away, but their work has achieved a succel!ls never 
anticipated. by them. In the interval the status of the Burns 
Club everywhere has greatly improved and the purely social 
Burns Club has, in most cases, given way to the modern Burns 
Club, which is a Scottish patriotic and literary fellowship. Old 
Burnsians would be surprised to know that there are on our roll 
Clubs that are composed of teetotallers, and Clubs composed solely 
of ladies. 

With a popular President such as we are proud to have in Sir 
Robert Bruce, there is every promise of a successful future for the 
Federation. There are many Burns Clubs in our own land and 
overseas which are non-federated, but a knowledge of our con
stitution and aims should bring them into our fold. During our 
forty years' existence we have accomplished much of which we 
have no reason to be ashamed. A body which among other 
things initiated the movements for the establishment of a Chair 
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of Scottish History and Literature in Glasgow University and also 
for the renovation of the Auld Brig 0' Ayr needs to offer no 
apology for its existence. 

Before closing a brief resume of the outstanding features of 
the Burns world during the past year, I wish in your name to 
thank the Right Hon. the Lord Provost, the Magistrates, and the 
Council of this grand old city, and also the Edinburgh Burns 
Clubs Association and the West Lothian Burns Clubs Association 
for their hearty Scottish welcome and bounteous hospitality to 
our delegates. 

To Sir Joseph Dobbie, the Chairman; to Mr. G~ant M'Laren 
and Mr. Thomas Robertson, the local Secretaries, who have so 
willingly and successfully carried through the many arrange
ments, and to all their fellow workers on the Committee who 
have laboured for our comfort and pleasure, we desire to return 
our grateful thanks. 

The adoption of the report was moved by Mr. Jeffrey Hunter, 
seconded by Mr. M'Millan, Atlanta., U.S.A., and carried. 

THE LATB DR. M 'NAUGHT. 

The President moved "That this Conference desires to place 
upon record its deep sense of the loss the Federation has sustained 
by the death of Dr. M'Naught, and its sincere sympathy with his 
family, and requests the Hon. Secretary to forward to the family 
that part of his report relating to Dr. M 'Naught, which has been 
unanimously adopted by the Conference as an expression of its 
feelings." The Conference, standing, accepted in silence the 
President's motion. 

HON. TREASURER'S ANNUAL RBPORT. 

Major Geo. A. Innes, Hon. Treasurer, reported a credit 
balance of .£242 19s. 4d. He intimated that he had been 
iWltructed by the Executive Committee to remove from the Roll 
of the Federation those clubs which were two years in arrears 
with their annual subscription. The report was adopted on the 
motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. M'Kay, Sandyford 
Burns Club, Glasgow. [See page 189.] 

"BURNS CHRONICLE." 

In reporting on the future of the Chronicle the Chairman 
regretted that so few copies were bought by club members, and 
made an earnest appeal that this should be remedied. He also 
announced that the price of the publication had been raised from 
three shillings to four shillings and sixpence, but that members 
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of federated Clubs were entitled to obtain their copies at three 
shillings each. 

TEAOHING THE VERNACULAR. 

The Chairman moved the following resolution:-"That this 
Conference, recalling its deliberations at Dumfries twelve months 
ago, has observed with much satisfaction the growth of public 
interest in the movement for the revival of the study of the 
Scottish Vernacular in the primary and secoudary schools, again 
recommends the matter to the attention of all Burns Clubs 
affiliated with the Federation, and asks the Executive to take 
such other steps as may seem expedient to secure the end in 
view." 

In an eloquent speech the Chairman detailed what had been 
recently done to bring the question of the teaching of the 
Scottish Vernacular to a definite issue, and he dealt effectively 
with the critics of the movement. He announced that through
out the past year he had been communicating on this subject 
with Dr. George Macdonald, Secretary of the Scottish Education 
Department, and had received an official invitation to send before 
the Conference of Chief Inspectol's of Schools on 15th October 
any suggestions of a positive character which the Federation 
wished to have considered. He also suggested that each group 
of affiliated Clubs should form a Vernacular Circle on the lines of 
the well-known Circle of the Burns Club of London. 

A long and interesting discussion followed, in which the 
resolution was vigorously and effectively supported by many of 
the delegates. Mr. M'Leod, Coatbridge, suggested that the 
Federation should issue a Certificate, which would be greatly 
valued by winners in Children's Competitions. This sug
gestion was remitted to the Executive Committee. The Chair
man's resolution was then unanimously adopted. 

SCHOOL OHILDREN'S OOMPETITIpNS. 

Mr. Alexander Pollock submitted a report on school competi
tions. Schedules had been sent out in October last to every Club 
in the Federation. There were 36 Clubs represented in the returns, 
and these included 170 schools, approximating 85,000 schola.rs. 
This was an increase on last year's figures, but was still a long 
way behind what was possible. He would respectfully urge 
Clubs who had not taken up this work to do so next session for 
"puir auld Scotland's sake." He was encouraged to make this 
appeal by the fact that within the last two years two Clubs
Sandyford in 1923-24 and Kingston in 1924-had carried out 
competitions after fourteen years' hesitancy and after fourteen 
years' pleading on his part. He was not asking any Secretary or 
any President to do work that he had not done himself. It 
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meant a lot of work-work to Committees, and work to head
masters and their staff, but if any of them had seen competitions 
such as were carried on at Sandyford and Kingston they would be 
ashamed that their Clubs had so long delayed in taking up this 
work. 

EXEOUTIVE OOMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the names of the new Executive Com
mittee, and announced that the Committee would hold its first 
meeting in Glasgow on 26th September next. 

REPRESENTATIVES ON EXEOUTIVB OOMMITTEE. 

Mr. Robert Cowper, Bridgeton Burns Club, Glasgow, moved 
"That for the purpose of electing members to the Executive 
Committee, each Club has one vote for each 50 members on the 
roll, provided the members' present addresses are registered in the 
Club books." Mr. Adam Mackay seconded the motion. The 
President pointed out that the acceptance of the motion would 
upset the new Constitution. He suggested that the motion might 
be remitted to the Executive Committee for discussion; and the 
motion was then withdrawn. 

ELEOTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 

On the motion of Mr. Jeffrey Hunter, seconded by Mr. T. 
Killin, Sir Robert Bruce was unanimously re-elected President. 

Colonel John Gribbel, Philadelphia; Mr. William Will, 
London; Colonel WaIter Scott, New York; and the Hon. James 
A. Craigie, New Zealand-Hon. Vice-Presidents-were elected 
Honorary Presidents; and all the Vice-Presidents were elected 
Hon. Vice-Presidents, with the exception of Messrs. J. Jeffrey 
Hunter and A. M'Callum, who were retained as acting Vice
Presidents. 

The Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer, the Auditors, and 
the Secretary of Children's Competitions, were re-elected; and 
the interim appointment of Mr. J. C. Ewing as editor of the 
Chronicle was confirmed. 

On the motion of the Chairman, it was agreed to grant an 
honorarium of twenty-five guineas to the Hon. Secretary. 

NEXT OONFERENCE. 

Messrl!. M'Millan and Dunlop of Atlanta, U.S.A., gave a very 
hearty invitation to hold the next Conference in that city. The 
Rev. David Paton, Albany, U.S.A., on behalf of Troy Burns Club, 
also very cordially invited the Federation to Troy. The President 
thanked the American delegates for their highly appreciated 
invitations, but pointed out the practical difficulties in the way of 
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acceptance. The scene of next Conference was remitted to be 
fixed by the Executive Committee. 

MEMORIAL OF ROBERT FBRGUSSON. 

The Chairman read a telegram from the Hon. J ames A. Craigie, 
New Zealand, offering a subscription of .£100 to start a fund for 
the erection of a monument in Edinburgh in memory of Robert 
Fergusson, the fo.rerunner of Burns. He also submitted a letter 
on this matter which he had received from Dr. Pittendrigh 
Macgillivray, King's Sculptor for Scotland. This also was 
remitted to the Executive Committee for consideration. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the meeting. 

OOMPLIMENTARY LUNOHEON. 

On Friday Sir J oseph and Lady Dobbie entertained the 
Executive Committee of the Federation along with the Committee 
of Edinburgh B.C.A. to luncheon in the North British Hotel. 
Interesting speeches were delivered by the Chairman, Sir Robert 
.Bruce, Mr .. Bonney, U.S.A. Consul in Edinburgh, and Mr. Killin. 
Mr. West Kerr, Edinburgh, thanked the host and hostess for 
their generous hospitality. Immediately after. the luncheon a 
beautiful wreath from the Federation was placed by Lady Bruce 
at the Burns Monument, Calton Hill. The party then visited the 
graves of Fergusson and Clarinda in the Canongate Churchyard, 
and also Canongate Kilwinning Masonic Lodge, and other places 
associated with the name of Burns. The Burns manuscripts kept 
in the University were also viewed by the company. 

OIVIO WELOOME. 

In the absence of the Lord Provost, the delegates and their 
lady friends received in the City Chambers a hearty welcome to 
Edinburgh from Bailie Coulson. On behalf of the Federation, 
the President thanked Bailie Coulson and his colleagues for the 
civic reception and also for the care with which they had pre
served the valued relics of the Poet now housed in the Municipal 
Museum. The famous Glenriddel manuscripts of Burns were on 
view and excited great interest. Tea was afterwards served, and 
an excellent programme of Scottish music was presented. 

MUSIOAL FBSTIV AL. 

In the evening, the delegates and their ladies were the guests 
of the Edinburgh Burns Clubs Association at a festiTaI in the 
Music Hall, when a splendid programme of Burns songs and 
recitations, varied by violin selections, was sustained bV a talented 
company of artistes under the direction of Mr. J. C. Lumsden. 
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Thirty offioers and 110 men from the American flotilla lying in 
the Forth were present as guests, and in proposing a. vote of 
thanks for the wonderful entertainment given by the artistes, Sir 
Robert Bruce expressed the feelings of the great gathering when 
he said it was a peculiar pleasure to have present with them the 
gallant sailormen from the Great Republic in the West. He also 
thanked the Edinburgh Association for presenting a performanoe 
which would make this Conference memorable. The concert 
concluded with a verse of "The Star-Spangled Banner" and 
"Auld Lang Syne." 

LUNOHEON. 

At the conclusion of the Conference the delegates were en
tertained to luncheon in the Music Hall by the Edinburgh Bums 
Clubs Association-Sir Joseph Dobbie presiding over a gathering 
of ladies and gentlemen which numbered nearly 600. 

After luncheon, the Chairman proposed the toast of " The 
Bums ]l'ederation," to which Sir Robert Bruce made a happy 
reply. Mr. Jeffrey Hunter proposed the toast of "The City of 
Edinburgh," and Bailie Coulson replied. Dr. Joseph Hunter, 
Dumfries, proposed the toast of "The Edinburgh Bums Clubs 
Association," and Mr. West Kerr replied. .. The Health of Sir 
Joseph and Lady Dobbie" was proposed by Sir Robert Bruce, 
who referred to the special debt of gratitude the guests owed to 
their Chairman and Lady Dobbie. In his reply, Sir Joseph paid 
a tribute to the excellent work of the Honorary Secretaries, Mr. 
Thomas Robertson and Mr. R. J. Grant M'Laren. 

VISIT TO LINLITHGOW. 

In the afternoon the delegates were taken by motor to 
Holyrood Palace and the Castle. They then drove to Linlithgow, 
where they were the guests of West Lothian Burns Clubs 
Association, visiting the Forth Bridge on the way. In the Palace 
Yard of "The Windsor of Scotland," to which they had been 
escorted by a.n excellent local pipe-band, Lord Provost Hebson 
welcomed the delega.tes to the ancient burgh. He reminded 
them that on 25th August, 1787, Bums had visited the famous 
old Palace, and on the evening of that date had become an 
honorary member of the local masonic lodge. The Rev. Robert 
Coupar, minister of the beautiful and historic St. Michael's 
Church, also welcomed the visitors. In reply, Sir Robert Bmce 
said that the delegates had come on a pious pilgrimage, following 
in the footsteps of their National Bard. Mr. Jas. Kidd, M.P., 
proposed a vote of thanks to Sir Robert Bruce, and paid a tribute 
to the live interest he had infused into the Burns atmosphere 
since he became head of the Federation. Tea was served in the 
Palace grounds, and a programme composed principally of 
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Scottish music was admirably rendered by the Stoneyburn Male 
Voice Choir. The pipe-ba.nd also gave selections of stirring 
Scottish airs, which were thoroughly enjoyed by the visitors. 

VISIT TO EAST LOTHIAN. 

The delegates who waited over the week·end were entertained 
on Sunday to a motor drive to Bolton, Haddington, and North 
Berwick, passing on their way through charming rural scenery. 
At Bolton, where Burns's mother, his brother Gilbert, and one of 
his sisters are buried, service was held in the Parish Church. 
The Rev. J. G. G. Nicolson, minister of Saltoun, who conducted 
the service, gave a short impressive address in which he spoke of 
the local Burns associations. On the way to Haddington the site 
of the old home of Gilbert Burns was passed at Gra.nt's Braes. 
At Haddington the company visited the beautiful old Parish 
Church in which Gilbert Burns was an elder, and in the ruined 
choir of which lie the remains of Jane Welsh Carlyle. Leaving 
the birthplace of John Knox, the delegates then drove along the 
Tyne Valley to Tyninghame, and passed Whitekirk and Tantallon 
Castle. Tea was served at North Berwick, and on the 
motion of Mr. Jeffrey Hunter the thanka of the company 
were giTen to Sir Joseph and Lady Dobbie for their assiduous 
attention to the comforts of the delegates. Major Innes paid a 
similar compliment to the Edinburgh Association; and he was 
followed by Mr. Amos, who thanked the local Secretaries, Messrs. 
Robertson and Grant M'Laren, for all the time they had so 
willingly spent in order to organise and carry out so smoothly and 
successfully such a great undertaking. 

THOS. AMos, Hon. Secretarg. 



BURNS FEDERATION. 
Balanoe Sheet fol' YeaI' ended 10th Septembel', 19515. 

INCOMB. 

To BalanQe as per Statement, 1924-
Cash on Deposit Receipt, 

" Current Account lea. sum 
due Treasurer, ... 

"Burn8 Ohronicle and Subscription 
Fund, ... 

" Sale of Burns Ohronicle, 
" Advertisements in Burns Ohronicle, 

" Affiliation Fees, ... 
" Pocket Diplomas, 
" Interest, ... 

£160 0 0 

14 16 8 

£182 14 0 
90 2 8 
10 12 10 

£48 4 0 
14 16 0 
2 11 3 

£174 16 8 

283 9 6 

6511 3 

£523 17 5 

BXPBNDITURB. 

By Honorarium to Hon. Tre8.llurer, 
" Mr. Robert Dinwiddie, printing Burn8 

Ohronicle, £138 5 0 
" Mr. Robert Dinwiddie, wrapping and 

posting Burns Ohronicle, 12 15 0 
" Editor's Allowance and Expenses, 26 5 0 

" Expenses at Meetings, 
" Expenses of Officials, 
" Income Tax, .. 
" Insurance of Chain, 
" Printing Accounts, 
" In Memoriam Wreaths, 
" Surveyor's Fees and Expenses in connection with 

work planned at Highland Mary Memorial, 
Failford, 

" Messrs. Mackintosh & Bain, Legal Expenses, ... 
" Mr. John M'Vie, improvement of the Burial Place 

of Mrs. Stewart, 
" Balance-Deposit Receipt, £200 0 0 

Cash on Current Account and 
in Treasurer's hands, 42 19 4 

GEO. A. INNES, Hon. Treasurer. 

£26 5 0 

177 5 0 
8 18 0 

12 11 8 
o 18 0 
o 8 0 

38 4 5 
9 8 0 

3 17 0 
1 1 0 

2 2 0 

242 19 4 

£523 17 5 

Kilmarnock, 10th September, 1925.-We hereby certify that we have compared the vouchers of the Burns Federation 
with the counterfoils, and found them correctly stated. We have also seen the Deposit Receipt for Two Hundred Pounds, 
and the sum at the Credit of the Federation in the Bank Pass Book and in the hands of the Treasurer of Forty-two 
Pounds, Nineteen Shillings, and Fourpence. 

DAVID YUILL, } Auditors 
ADAM MACKAY, . 



LIST OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SOOTTISH SOOIETIES 

ON THE 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1926. 

O-KILMARNOOK BURNS OLUB: instituted 1808; federated 
1885; 80 members; President, James Richmond, Dean 
Road, Kilmarnock; Secretary, Major D. Yuille, Burns 
Avenue, Kilmarnock. 

I-BURNS OLUB OF LONDON: instituted 1868; federated 
1885; 325 members; President, A. Bain Irvine, J.P., 
c/o Cassell & Co., Ltd., La Belle Sauvage, London, 
E.C.; Vice-President, J. M. Bulloch, LL.D.; Secretary, 
W. Lambie Templeton, 28 Cranfield Road, Brockley, 
London, S.E.; Hon. Treasurer, James G. Binks; meets 
in Royal Scots Corporation Hall, Fleet Street, last 
Monday of each month. 

2-ALFlXANDRIA BURNS OLUB: instituted 1884; federated 
1885; Secretary, Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane Terrace, 
Alexandria. 

3-TAY 0' SRANTER BURNS OLUB : instituted 1880; federated 
1885; 101 members; President, James Murray, 26 
Newton Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, Thomas 
Young; meets in Burns House Club, Glasgow, monthly. 

7-THISTLE BURNS OLU13: instituted 1882; federated 1885; 
45 members; President, George Wilson, 62 Queen Mary 
Avenue, Glasgow; Vice-President, William Milne; 
Secretary, John ValIance, 57 College Street, Glasgow; 
Treasurer, John Eadie. 

9-ROYALTY BURNS OLUB: instituted 1882; federated 1886; 
President, David Gunn, 4 Finneston Street, Glasgow; 
Vice-President, William Jamieson; Secretary, George 
F. Howarth, 188 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow; meets in 
Grand Hotel, Glasgow, on last Thursday in October. 
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10-DUMBARTON BURNS OLUB: instituted 1859; federated 
1886; 56 members; President, John Dunlop, 153 High 
Street, Dumbarton; Vice-President, J ames F. 
Buchanan; Secretary, J. M. Menzies, 69 High Street, 
Dumbarton; meets in Elephant Hotel on 25th January. 

13-ST. ANDREWS BURNS OLUB: instituted 1869; federated 
1886; Secretary, David Fraser, Lilybank, St. Andrews. 

14-DUNDEE BURNS OLUB: instituted 1860; federated 1886; 
40 members; Prelilident, R. Phillips, 51 Small's Wynd, 
Dundee; Vice-President, Lieut.-Colonel Jas. Lamond, 
D.S.O., MC.; Secretary, H. R. Paton, 37 Union 
Street, Dundee; Treasurer, A. M'Laggan; Auditors, 
Jas. Nelson, Peter Davie; Curator, H. Pettie; meets 
at 37 Union Street nightly. 

18--LIVERPOOL BURNS OI.UB: instituted 1866; federated 
1886; 130 members; President, Dr. W. R. Dalzell, 
M.B., Normaston, Balls Road, Birkenhead; Secretary, 
W. J. S. Archer, 6 Devonshire Road, Princes Park, 
Liverpool; meets in Conservative Club. 

20-AIRDRIE Bli'RNS OLUB: instituted 1885; federated 1886; 
President, Alex. R. Scott, The School, Calderbank, 
Airdrie; Vice-President, Rev. John F. Marshall; Secre
tary, James F. Gardner, 56 South Bridge Street, 
Airdrie. 

21-GREENOOK BURNS OLUB (Mother Club): instituted 1802; 
federated 1886; 232 members; President, Wm. Gray, 
46 Hamilton Street, Greenock; Vice-Presidents, R. A. 
Clapperton-Stewart and Wm. Wilson; Secretary, 
Alexander Robertson, 29 N icolson Street, Greenock; 
Treasurers, Hitchie & Holmes, C.A.; meets in Club 
Rooms, 36 Nicolson Street. 

22-EllINBURGH BURNS OLUB: instituted 11848; federated 
1886; 200 members; President, Sir Joseph Dobbie, 
S.S.C., 42 Melville Street, Edinburgh; Vice-President, 

. John Hogben; Secretary, Thomas J. Carbarns, Clydes
dale Bank, Tollcross Branch, Edinburgh; Chaplain, 
Rev. J. Fraser Grahame, D.D.; Bard, Allan StevensoIl'. 

33-HAGGI8 BURNS OLUB: instituted 1872; federated 1886; 
69 members; President, Thomas Johnston, Achnalarig, 
Herries Road, Glasgow; Secretary, B. Andrew, jun., 
12 Waterloo Street, Glasgow; meets in Ferguson & 
Forrester's. 36 Buchanan Street, Glasgow, on second 
Tuesday of each month. 
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34-0ARRIOK BURNS OLUB: instituted 1859; federated 1887; 
31 members; President, Alex. D. M'Neill, 264 Darnley 
Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, Geo. Holdsworth; 
Secretary, D. Sutherland, 123 Frederick Street. 
Glasgow. 

36-ROSEBBRY BlI'RNS OLUB: instituted 1885; federated 
1886; 250 members; President, Andrew Murray, 85 
Roslea Drive, Glasgow, E.; Vice-President, Wm. J. 
Merry. D.Litt.; Secretary, John M. Alexander, 424 
Victoria Road, Glasgow, S.2; Treasurer, Andrew 
Dunn; meets in Bath Hotel, Glasgow, on first Tuesday, 
October-April. 

37-DOLLAR BURNS CLUB: instituted 1887; federated 1887; 
48 members; President, J. Alexander, Station House, 
Dollar; Vice-President, J. M. Halley; Secretary, David 
Mitchell, Woodville, Dollar; Treasurer, R. Graham; 
meets in Castle Campbell Hotel. 

40-ABERDEEN BURNS OLUB : instituted 1887; federated 1889; 
145 members; President, Alex. Mutch, 2 Burns Road 
Gardens, Aberdeen; Vice-President, John Sparke Kirk
land; Secretary and Treasurer, Alex. B. Garden, 36 
Union Terrace, Aberdeen; meets in Imperial Hotel 
on first Monday of month. 

42-0RIEFF BURNS CWB: instituted 1889; federated 1890; 
100 members; President, William Forbes, Hill Street, 
Crieff; Vice-President, A. Watt Allison; Secretary, 
William Pickard, 2 Addison Terrace, Crieff; meets in 
Star Hotel on 25th January, 1926. 

45-oUlIINOOK BURNS CLUB: instituted 1887; federated 1891; 
President, John Weir, Back Glaisnock, Cumnock; 
Vice-President, Thos. Russell; Secretary, Andrew 
Taylor, Clach-Ian, Cumnock; Treasurer, J. M. Hill; 
meets in Dumfries Arms Hotel in January. 

48-PAISLEY BURNS OLUB: instituted 1805; federated 1891; 
33 members; President, Dr. R. D. Hotchkiss, Mid
Dykebar, Paie.ley; Vice-President, Julius F. M'Callum; 
Secretary, Thomas Hunter, 24 High Street, Paisley; 
meets at 29 Gauze Street on first Thursday of each 
month, October to April. 
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19-BRIDGETON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1870; federated 
189:1; 930 members; President, Robert Cowper, Glen
trie, Douglas Avenue, Burnside; Vice-President, Dr. 
David M:'Kail; Secretary, John G. S. Sproll, 3 
Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow, C.l; Treasurer, 
David S. Brown. 

iO-STIRLING BURNS CI,UB: instituted 1886; federated 1891; 
120 members; President, ex-Provost M'Culloch, Myre
ton, Stirling; Vice-President, J. S. Henderson; Hon. 
Secretary, Alex. Dun, 37 Murray Place, Stirling; Hon. 
Treasurer, J. P. Crawford; meets on 25th January. 

53-aoVAN FAIRFIELD BURNS CLUB: instituted 1886; federated 
1892; 100 members; President, James M'Artney, 47 
Greenhead Avenue, Govan, Glasgow; Vice-President, 
Wafter MacKay; Secretary, John Gordon, 234 
Drumoyne Road, Govan, Glasgow; Treasurer, A. 
George; meets in Eden Villa Restaurant, Govan, on 
first Wednesday, September to April. 

55-DERBY SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION AND BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1890; federated 1892; 130 members; President, R. W. 
M. Lawson, 17 Woodland Road, Derby; Vice-Presidents. 
D. Dow and T. H. Wilson; Secretary, T. H. Wilson. 
12 Chatsworth Street, Derby; Treasurer, W. Wylie, 9 
Charnwood Street. Derby. 

56-LAPRAIK BURNS CLUB: instituted 11893; federated 1893; 
President, Arch. Fairbairn, Wellwood, Muirkirk; Vice
President, Hev. J. Richmond; Secretary, Charles P. 
Bell, Main Street, Muirkirk; Treasurer, Andrew 
Pringle; meets in Masonic Hall or Dundas Hall, Muir
kirk, every week. 

59-GOUROCK JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1893; 
federated 1893; 120 members; President, Matthew E. 
Campbell, Floral Bank, Cardwell Road, Gourock; Vice
President, William Gilmour; Secretary, Robt. Tweedie, 
2 John Street, Gourock; Treasurer, George Coltart; 
meets in Columba rremperance Hotel on first Friday of 
each month, October to March. 

ti2-cuPAR BURNS CLUB: instituted 1893; federated 1893; 
President, Colonel Sir Alex. Sprot, Bart., C.M.G' f 

M.P., Stravithie, Fife; Vice-Presidents, Provost Pagan 
and ex·Provost Clark; Secretary, Robert G. Brown, 
27 Crossgate, Cupar; Treasurer, Wm. R. Lormond; 
meets in Royal Hotel in January. 

N 
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63-MOSSGIEL BIJRNS CLUB: instituted 1893; federated 1893; 
50 members; President, J. A. Ross, 303 Maxwell Road, 
Glasgow; Vice-President, Robert Parker; Secretary, 
William Brownlee, 67 Cadder Street, Glasgow; meets 
In Y.:M:.C.A. Rooms, Eglinton Toll, Glasgow. 

65-MUSSELBT.!"RGH BURNS CLUB: instituted 1886; federated 
1894; 80 members; President, William Malcolm, 13 
West IIolmes Gardens, Musselburgh; Vice-President, 
Andrew Welsh; Secretary, George Murray Colville, 17 
Links Place, Musselburgh; meets in Town Chambers 
twice yearly. 

67-CARLTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1894; federated 1894; 
95 members; President, A. B. Steel, 21 Herriot Street, 
Glasgow; Vice-President, Wm. Kelman; Secretary, 
Thos. B. Hendry, 23 Montrose Street, Glasgow, C.2; 
Treasurer, John W. Dickie; meetf! in Kenilworth Hotel, 
Glasgow. 

68-SANDYFORD BrRNS CLUB: instituted 1893; federated 
1894; 358 members; President, Alex. S. Murdoch, 13 
Abbey Drive, Glasgow, W.2; Vice-President, James 
Brown; Secretary, William E. Guest, 12 Nairn Street, 
Glasgow; meets in Bur~s House Club monthly. 

7l-CARLISLE BURNS CWB: instituted 1889; federated 1895; 
Secretary, T. G. Beattie, 200 Warwick Road, Carlisle. 

72-PARTICK BT.!"RNS CLUB: instituted 1885; federated 1895; 
President, Bailie T. Stark Brown, 162 St. Vincent 
Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, Charles Stewart; Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, David Crawford, 213 West 
George Street, Glasgow. 

74--GLASGO'V MAUCHLINE SOCIETY: instituted 1888; 
federated 1895; President, J. Leiper Gemmill, 162 
St. Vincent Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, John 
Ferguson; Sepretary, William Campbell, 166 Buchanan 
Stleet, Glasgow; Treasurer, Thomas Killin, 7 
Stewarton Drive, Cambuslang. 

75-KIRN BURNS CLUB: instituted 11892; federated 1896; 120 
members; President, John Macnair, Omard, Kirn; 
Vice-President, James Duncan; Secretary, James J. 
Boyd, Norwood, Kirn; meets in Parish Hall every 
Monday from October till March. 
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76-BRECHIN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1894; federated 1896; 
Secretary and Treasurer, Geo. Cumming, Lindsay 
Lane, Brechin. 

85-DUNFERMLINE UNITED BURNS CLUB: instituted 1812 j 
federated 1896 j President, Sir Alex. Gibb, G.B.E., 
C.B., Gruinard, Ross-shire; Vice-President, ex-Provost 
Norval; Secretary, Councillor P. Paterson, Kinnis 
House, Dunfermline; meets in Masonic Temple in 
January. 

86-WINSOME WILLIE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1856 ; 
federated 1896 j 23 members; President, Robert Scott, 
Lugar; Vice-President, Archie Anderson; Secretary, 
Joseph Hunter, 21 Tower Street, Old Cumnockj' meets 
in Hotel Royal, Old Cumnock, on first Miners' Work
ing Saturday of the month. 

89-sUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB; instituted 1897; federated 
1897; 100 members; President, G. Findlater, 1i1 Mary 
Street, Sunderland; Vice-President, A. Goodall; Secre
tary, M. Neilson, 14 E. Whickham Street, Sunderland; 
Tleasurer, A. W. Semple; Auditor, A. R. Calvert; 
Librarian, G. Mackay; meets in Mountain Daisy Hotel, 
second Thursday in September, second and fourth 
Thursdays in October to April. 

90-GARELOCHBEAD BURNS CLUB: instituted 1895; federated 
1897 j Secretary, John Burnett, 1 Glencairn Terrace, 
Garelochhead. 

91-SHETTLESTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1897; federated 
1897; 135 members; President, James Wilson, 120 
Shamrock Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, George 
Stirling; Secretary, Robert M. Milholm, 7 Somerville 
Place, Glasgow, S.E. j Treasurer, James Cassells; meets 
in Sloan's Arcade Cafe, Glasgow. 

92-KlLBOWIE JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1896; 
federated 11897; 80 members; President, David J. 
Clark, 150 Kilbowie Road, Clydebank; Vice-President, 
John Deans; Secretary, William Patrick, 70 Crown 
Avenue, Clydebank; Treasurer, A. Davidson; meets in 
Ross's Cross Restaurant, third Wednesday of each 
month. 
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94-UPHALL TAM O· SHANTER BURNS CLUB: instituted 1894:; 
federated 1897; President, Alex. Banks, Ramsay 
Cottage, Pumpherston; Vice-President, Jas. Wilson; 
Secretary, Wm. Paul, Co-operative Buildings, Uphall; 
Treasurer, David M'Ewan; meets in the Hotel on first 
Friday of month. 

96-JEDBURGH BURNS CLUB: instituted 1869; federated 1897; 
75 members; President, John S. Boyd, J.P., Norland, 
Jedburgh; Vice-President, Wm. Wells Mabon, J.P.; 
Secretary, Alex. Walker, The Dispensary, Jedburgh; 
Treasurer, George Aitken; meets in Royal Hotel. 

9B-LANARK BURNS CLUB: instituted 1891; federated 1898; 
Secretary, Thomas Veitch, Dalblair, Wheatland Drive, 
Lanark. 

99-BARI,INNIE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1893; federated 
1898; Secretary, James Smith, 14 Officers' Quarters. 
Barlinnie, Glasgow. 

lOO-HAMILTON - MOSSGIEL . BURNS CLUB: instituted 1892; 
federated 1898; 34 members; President, Rev. T. F. 
Harkness Graham,- B.D., Cadzow Manse, Hamilton; 
Vice-President, A. E. Wilkie; Secretary, Wm. 
Sommerville, Elim, Reid Street, Burnbank; Treasurer. 
Wm. Hamilton; meets in Commercial Hotel on first 
Tuesday of every month, except June, July, and 
August. 

106-BROXBURN ROSEBERY BURNS CI.UB: federated 1924; 78 
members; President, Walter Neilson, Roman Camp, by 
Uphall; Vice-President, George M'Lean; Secretary, 
Thomas Paterson, Goschen Place, Uphall; meets in 
Clifton Arms, Broxburn, on fourth Friday of each 
month. 

108-EAST (JALDER JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1897; federated 1899; 40 members; President, Jas. 
Millar, Burnhouse, Kirknewton; Vice-President, John 
Young; Secretary, Wm. Murdoch, 59 Oakbank, Mid
Calder; Treasurer, Jas. Findlay; meets in Grape! Inn 
on first Monday of each month. 

1l0-CAMBUSLANG BURNS CLUB: instituted 1850; federated 
1898; 50 members; President, Arthur M'Neil, 14 Long
lea, Baillieston; Vice-President, Angus M'Cracken; 
Secretary, John M'Cracken, 269 Main Street, 
Cambuslang; Auditor, John Webster; meets in 
Cambuslang Institute on last Saturday of every month. 
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112-BURNS HOWFF CLUB: instituted 1889; federated 1899; 
108 members; President, David Clark, 1 Murray Place, 
Dumfries; Vice-Presidents, Peter W. Smith, J.P., and 
T. H. M'CO'nnell; Secretary, James Sheridan, 19 Prim
rO'se Street, MaxwelltO'Wll; Treasurer, Wm. D. BO'yes; 
meets in GlO'be HO'tel, Dumfries, O'n first Wednesday of 
each month. 

113-VALE Ol!' LEVEN <JLENCAmN BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1897; federated 1899; 22 members; President, James 
Burdon, Mill of Haldane, via Balloch; Vice-President, 
Daniel M'Innes; Secretary, JO'hn James, c/O' Mrs. 
YO'ung, 7 JO'hn Street, RentO'n; meets in Albert Hall, 
Alexandria, O'n laRt Saturday of mO'nth. 

118-ALBANY BURNS CLUB: instituted 1900; federated 1900; 
120 members; President, ThO'mas M'GibbO'n, 54 SecO'nd 
A.enue, Cathcart; Vice-President, Wm. M'NaughtO'D.; 
Secretary, D. C. Kennedy, 33 HO'pe Street, GlasgO'w; 
meets in Burns HO'use Club, GlasgO'w, on first Wednes
day, OctO'ber to' March. 

120-BRISTOL CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: instituted 11898; federated 
1900; President, P. Watson Williams, M.D., M.R.C.S., 
2 Rodney Place, CliftO'n; Vice-President, Major J. S. 
Mather, M.B., C.M.; Secretary, F. W. Whitehead, 
Albion Chambers, Bristol; meets in Albion Chambers 
monthly. 

121-HAMILTON JUNIOR BURNS CLUB: instituted 1886; 
federated 1901; 40 members; President, John Cameron, 
21 Morris Street, Hamilton; Vice-President, George 
Fleming; Secretary and Treasurer, William Wilson, 5 
Haddow Street, Hamilton; meets in Mrs. Bell's, Union 
Street, on first MO'nday of each month, except May. 
June, and July. 

123-BOBWELL BURNS OLUB: instituted 1900; federated 1901· 
20 members; President, Alex. Dalziel, Common Farm' 
Auchinleck) Vi~e-P~esident, JO'hn Weir; Secretary: 
J ames MUlr, GllblaIr, Auchinleck; meets in Market 
Inn on last Saturday O'f each mO'nth. 

12i-THE NINETY BURNS CLUB: instituted 1890· federated 
1902; 194 members; President, W. West Kerr, 62 
CO'mistO'n Drive, Edinburgh; Vice-President GeO'rge 
W. Melville; S~cretary, R. D. Grant M'Laren', 2 May
field Road, Edmburgh; Treasurer, WaIter M'Burnie· 
meets in Ferguson & Forrester's, Princes Street: 
mO'nthly. 



198 BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

125-BLAClrnURN-ON-ALMOND BURNS CLUB: instituted 1900; 
federated 1902; President, Alexander M'Lachlan, West 
Main Street, Blackburn; Vice-President, J ames Logan; 
Secretary, Robert Carlyle, Westend, Blackburn, by 
Bathgate; meets in Almond Inn on first Saturday of 
every month. 

126-FALKIRK BURNS OLUB: instituted 1866; federated 1902; 
President, Duncan Kennedy, O.B.E., W.S., Heugh 
Street, Falkirk; Vice-Presidents, Andrew Hunter and 
Dan. Robertson; Secretary, R. H. Menzies, Bank 
Street, Falkirk; meets in Mathieson's Rooms, High 
Street. 

128-0oWDENBEA1'H GLENCAIRN BUR..,,"S OLUB ~ instituted 1893; 
federated 1903; President, John Nisbet, 26 Thistle 
Street, Cowdenbeath; Vice-President, Wm. Foster; 
Secretary, Eben. Hunter, 31 Arthur Place, Cowden
beath; Treasurer, A. Taylor; meets in " Ye Olde Inn " 
every Friday from October to April, Friday monthly 
during the reIl)-ainder of year. 

131-NOTTINGHAM SOOTTISH ASSOOIATION (Incorporating 
Nottingham Scottish Society, No. 17): instituted 1902; 
federated 1902; 287 members; President, Professor W. 
H. M'Millan, B.Sc., M.I.Min.E., Mapperley Hall 
Drive, Mapperley Park, Nottingham; Vice-Presidents, 
Charles T. Craig and Robert M'Kechan; Secretary and 
Treasurer, John Currie, 20 Arboretum Street, Notting
ham; meets in Mikado Cafe. 

133-NEWARTllILL BURNS OLUB: instituted 1903; federated 
1904; 30 members; President, John Henshaw, 262 
High Street, Newarthill; Vice-President, Thomas Law, 
J.P.; Secretary, Martin Dempster, 62 Mosshall Street, 
Newarthill, by Motherwell; Treasurer, Duncan 
Crawford; meets in Miners' Institute on last Saturday 
of every month. 

135-PARTIOK WESTERN BURNS OLUB: instituted 1903; 
federated 1904; 112' members; President, James Kyle, 
Northbank, 7 Gartocher Terrace, Shettleston; Vice
President, J ames M. Breckenridge; Secretary and 
Treasurer, William Lauderdale, 12 White Street, 
Partick, Glasgow, W.!.; meets in Windsor Restaurant, 
Partick. 
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139-NA'rIONAL BURNS CLUB, LTD. : instituted 1904; federated 
1905; President, Wm. Emslie, 7 Kelvinside Terrace, 
N., Glasgow; Vice-President, J ames M. Ritchie; Secre
tary, William Hamilton, 21 India Street, Glasgow; 
meets at 21 India Street. 

U6-DUBLIN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1905; federated 1905; 
Secretary, John Farquhar, 7 Fairview Avenue, Clon
tarf, Dublin. 

UB-GREENOCK CRONIES BURNS OLUB : instituted 1899 ; 
federated 1905; President, Neil M'Gilp, 15 Newton 
Street, Greenock; Vice-President, John Broadfoot; 
Secretary, James H. Blackley, 20 West Stewart Street, 
Greenock; Treasurer, William M'Farlane; meets in 
Painters' Hall, Charles Street. 

149-ELGIN BURNS OLUB: revived 1900; federated 1905; Hon. 
Secretary, John Foster, Sheriff-Clerk of Morayshire, 
Elgin. 

150-KILMABNOCK JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1905; federated 1905; President, H. S. Rutherford 
Bank Street, Kilmarnock; Vice-President, Archibald 
Laird; Secretary, R. G. Green, Park Street, Kilmar
nock; Treasurer, David Mitchell; meets in the" Wee 
Thack," Grange Street. 

Hil-OLD KILPATRICK BURNS CLUB: instituted 1906; federated 
1906; 40 members; President, Wm. C. Cockourn, 
Station House, Bowling; Vice-President, Robt. Paton; 
Secretary, Gavin Irving, Ferry Road, Old Kilpatrick; 
meets in Barclay Hall. 

152-HAMILTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1877; federated 11906 ; 
120 members; President, James Cullen Pollok, Angus 
Lodge, Hamilton; Vice-President, Sir Henry S. Keith; 
Secretary, Wm. Lang, British Linen Bank, Hamilton; 
Treasurer, W. Martin Kay; meets in Masonic Hall. 

153-sCOTTISH BURNS CLUB (in which are incorporated 
" Glasgow Waverley " and " Western" and 
"Ye Saints" Burns Clubs): instituted 1904; 
federated 1906; 400 members; President, John 
Spears, Ravenswood, Monreith Road, Glasgow; 
Vice-Presidents, Jas. G. MacKerracher and Wm. 
Douglas; Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, J. Kevan 
M'Dowall, 134 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow; Auditors, 
Jas. B. MacPherson and D. M. MacIntyre, M.B.E., 
F .C.l.S.; Bard, Thomas Cree; meets in Cranston's. 
17 Renfield Street, Glasgow, on fourth Monday of month 
from September to March. 



200 BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

155-EAsT STIRLING SHIRE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1905; 
federated 1906; 44 members; President, Waiter Gib
son, 44 Watson Street, Grahamston, Falkirk; Vice
President, Robert A. Russell; Secretary, Alexander 
Glen, 26 Haugh Street, Carron Road, Falkirk; 
Treasurer, John Duncan; meets in Cross Roads Inn, 
Bainsford, Falkirk, on last Friday in each month from 
October till April. 

156-NEwCASTLE AND TYNE SIDE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1864; 
federated 1906; 450 members; President, J. Dempster: 
51 Northumberland Street, Newcastle; Vice-President, 
Dr. G. Roy Fortune; Secretary, G. B. Lauder, 109 
Normount Road, Newcastle; Treasurer, Wm. Baxter. 

Hi7-BAILLIESTON CALEDONIAN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1901; 
federated 1906; President, John Kerr, 697 Shettleston 
Road, Glasgow; Vice-President, Peter M'Lean; Secre
tary, Chas. G. Paterson, 55 Muirside Road, Baillieston; 
meets in Free Gardeners' Hall on second Saturday of 
each month. 

IM-DARLINGTON BURNS ASSOCIATION: instituted 1906; 
federated 1906; President, J. M. GaIt, The Rand, 
Cleveland Avenue, Darlington; Vice-Presidents, Jas. 
Shirlaw, J. C. Veitch, and Wm. Stevenson; Secretary, 
R. M. Liddell, 14 Langholm Crescent, Darlington; 
Treasurer, Geo. Lawson; meets in Temperance 
Institute. 

15g-w ALKER-ON-TYNE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1892; federated 
1906; 81 members,; President, John Yeats, 175 Middle 
Street, Walker-on-Tyne; Vice-Presidents, John Keith, 
Robert M'Rory, Henry F. Caldwell; Secretary, John 
Davidson, 22 Foster Street, Walker-on-Tyne; meets in 
Scrogg Inn on second Wednesday of every month. 

160-WHITBURN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1906; federated 
1906; 58 members; President, William Clark, Red Mill 
Cottages, Whitburn; Vice-President, Frank M'Gregor; 
Secretary, Allan Johnston, 16 United Buildings, Whit
burn; Bard, James R. Thomson; meets in Cross TaTer!'l 
on first Saturday of each month. 

161-cHARLESTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1905; federated 
1906; 60 members; President, John Livingstone, 67 
Arkleston Road. Paisley; Vice-Presidents, Wm. Hunter 
and Jas. Hamilton; S6JJretary, James H. Finn, 106 
Neilston Road, Paisley; Auditors, Andrew Shannoll 
and Hugh Black; meets at 2 Stevenson Street quarterly. 
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163-GATESHEAD AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB; instituted 11887 i 
federated 1907; 270 members; President, Andrew 
MacDonald, 89 West Street, Gateshead; Vice-President, 
D. MacFarlane; Secretary, A. Mansfield, 152 West
bourne Avenue, Gateshead; Treasurer, G. J. Porter; 
meets in Royal Hotel on first Thursday of each month, 
September to May. 

164-XINNING PARX BURNS CLUB; instituted 1881; federated 
1907; 50 members; President, John M. Hair, 377 
Paisley Road, West, Glasgow; Vice-President, Robert 
Scott; Secretary, Thomas Deans, 159 Stanley Street, 
Glasgow, S.l; meets in Masonic Hall, Rutland Crescent, 
on second Thursday of each month. 

165-w ALLSEND BURNS CLUB; instituted 1898; federated 1907; 
100 members; President, John T. Simpson, 38 Labur
num Avenue, Wallsend; Vice-President, John M'Gregor; 
Secretary, David C. Carruthers, Ashgrove, 22 Holme 
Avenue, Walkerville, Newcastle; Treasurer, T. M 'Ewen ; 
meets in J oIly Sailors' Hotel fortnightly from October 
to March. 

U7-BIRMINGHAM .AND MIDLAND SCOTTISH SOCIETY (Birming
ham Burns Club: amalgamated 1924): instituted 
1888; federated 1907; 847 members; President, Donald 
M'Intosh, Heatherdene, 114 Hinstock Road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham; Vice-Presidents, John Barr, John 
Brown, Allan Granger, J. Murray Laing, John Scott, 
M.B.E., W. T. Smellie, and Dr. Martin Young; Hon. 
Secretary, J. P. Morrison, 95 Colmore Row, Birming
ham; Hon. Treasurers, Hugh Farquhar and Robt. 
M'Kenzie; meets monthly from October to April. 

U~-RICC.ARTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1880; federated 1908; 
38 members; President, Archd. Brown, 104 CampbeIl 
Street, Riccarton; Vice-President, S. Henderson; Secre
tary, Alex. Flanagan, 24 Fleming Street, Riccarton; 
meets at Commercial Inn on second Saturday of Octo
ber-April. 

U9-GLASGOW AND DISTRICT BURNS ASSOCIATION: instituted 
1907; federated 1908; 50 clubs; President, T. P. 
Thomson, 32 Barrington Drive, Glasgow; Vice-Presi
dents, Councillor Ninian Macwhannell and Colonel J. 
G. Roberton; Secretary, John M. Alexander,424 Victoria 
Road, Glasgow, S.2; Committee of 20 members repre
senting 20 clubs; meets in Burns House Club on third 
Tuesday of each month. 
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171-CHATTANOOGA BURNS SOCIETY: instituted 1907; federated 
1907; President, James F. Johnston, 501 Walnut 
Street, Chattanooga; Vice-President, Frank Spurlock; 
Secretary, Colonel R. B. Cooke, 602 James Building, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; meets on 25th January. 

172-0REGON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1908; federatlld 1908; 
Secretary, Alexander 'r. Smith, 14:3 Hamilton Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon. 

173-IRVlNE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1826; federated 1908; 
150 members; President, John N. Hall, Eastwood, Bank 
Street, Irvine; Vice-President, Sir Andrew Duncan; 
Secretary, R. M. Hogg, Dyrochburn, Irvine; Treasurer, 
R. F. Longmuir; meets in King's Arms Hotel on 25th 
January. 

180-TOLLOROSS BURNS CLUB ': instituted 1908; federated 
1908; 86 members; President, George Hillian, Willow
bank, Mount Vernon; Vice-President, Hugh Fletcher; 
Secretary, James Paterson, Greenview, Fullarton, Toll
cross, Glasgow; Treasurer, J ames Smith; meets in 
Fullarton Hall on Fridays. 

181-PRIMROSE BURNS OLUB: instituted 1901; federated 1909; 
150 members; President, Thomas B. Paton, 125 North 
Montroae Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, John Ander
son; Secretary and Treasurer, Norman J. Davie, 237 
West Regent Street, Glasgow; meets in Burns House 
Club on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

182-STANE MOSSGIEL BURNS OLUB: instituted 1908; federated 
1909; President, John Simpson, no Hamilton Street, 
Shotts; Vice-President, David Topping; Secretary, 
Arch. Williams, 23 Manse Building1s, Shotts; Treasurer, 
Robert Smith;. meets in Barr's Hall. 

183-LONDONDERRY BURNS OLUB AND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: 
instituted 1907; federated 1909; 120 members; Presi
dent, Thomas Wallace. Elderslie, Bishop Street, London
derry; Secretary, George Paxton Findlay, Boating Club 
Lane, Londonderry; Treasurer, David C. Hurray; 
meets in Presbyterian Working Men's Institute on 
Wednesdays. 
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184---BLAIRADAM SHANTER BURNS CLUB: instituted 1907 ; 

federated 1909; 30 members; President, Thomas C. 
Anderson, Blairforge, Blairadam; Vice-Presidents, Jas. 
Lees and John :Millar; Secretary, Hugh Farrel, Adam's 
Terrace, Kelty; Treasurer, Adam Lees; meets in Blair
adam Tavern on alternate Saturdays. 

187-GALASHIELS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1908; federated 
1909; Secretary, L. Lennox, 30 Island Street, Gala
shiels. 

189-CLYDEBANK BARNS 0' CLYDE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1896; 
federated 1909; President, James Fowler, 6 Viewfield 
Terrace, Clydebank; Vice-President, J ames Kean; 
Secretary, A. Homewood, 35 Taylor Street, Clydebank; 
meets in Hutcheon's Restaurant. 

190-PORT-GLASGOW BURNS CLUB: instituted 1910; federated 
1910; 40 members; President, John Eadie, 32 King 
Street, Port-Glasgow; Vice-President, John Cameron; 
Secretary, Cornelius Young, Benclutha, Clune Brae
head, Port-Glasgow; Treasurer, Wm. :M'Dougal; meets 
in :Masonic Hall monthly. 

192-AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF FEDERATED BURNS CLUBS: 

instituted 11908; federated 1910; President, James 
M'Intyre, 17 New Road, Mauchline; Secretary, William 
Lennox, III Nursery Avenue, Kilmarnock; meets quar
terly at various places in the county. 

195-BLUE BELL BURNS CLUB: instituted 1906; federated 1910; 
20 members; President, John Wilson, sen., 11 Duke 
Street, Shiremoor; Vice-President, James Snedden; 
Secretary, 25 Dryden's Buildings, Shiremoor, Nor
thumberland; Treasurer, A. Messsr; Bard, David 
Dewar; meets in Shiremoor Social Club on last Satur
day of the month. 

196-1IUD-ARGYLL BURNS CLUB: instituted 1909; federated 
1910; President, Alex. Blue, Kilduskland, Ardrishaig; 
Vice-President, Colonel Wm. Lamont, V.D.; Secretary, 
James Lindsay, Solicitor, Ardrishaig; meets in Royal 
Hotel, Ardrishaig. 

198-TWENTY-FIVE JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1906; federated 1912; 35 members; President, William 
Weir, 79 Victoria Street, Gorebridge; Vice-President, 
John Learmonth; Secretary, John Duncan, 57 Victoria 
Street, Gorebridge ; meets in Gothenburg Arniston, 
Gorebridge, on third Saturday of ea.ch month. 
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199-NEWBATTLE AND DISTRIOT BURNS OLUB: instituted 1910; 

federated 1911; 200 members; President, George 
Humphrey, The Saughs, Newtongrange; Vice-Presi
dents, John Samuel and Andrew Anderson; Secretary, 
John J. Haldane, 4 Sixth Street, Newtongrange, Mid
lothian; Treasurer, Peter Dickson; meets in Band Hall, 
Newtongrange, on first Saturday of month from Octo
ber to April. 

200--STONEHOUSE JOLLY BEGGARS BlJ"RNS CLUB: instituted 1911; 

federated 1911; Secretary, Gavin Hutchison, Boghall 
Street, Stonehouse. 

202-YE CRONIES BURNS OLUB: instituted 1893; federated 
19111; 65 members; President, Robert Swan, 20 Eliza· 
beth Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, James Cuthbert
son; Secretary, James Rellie, 18 Elder Street, Govan, 
Glasgow; Treasurer, Matthew Stirling; Bard, T. M. 
Walker, M.A.; meets in Commercial Restaurant, Qovan, 
<In second Saturday of month, September to March. 

203-DENNJSTOUN JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS OLUB: instituted 1911; 

federated 1911; President, William Fulton, 4 Park
house Lane, Glasgow, CA; Vice-President, William 
For,syth; Secretary, John B. Miller, 61 Cedar Street, 
Glasgow, N.W.; 'l'reasurer, T. Millar; meets in Chal· 
mers Street Halls on last Thursday of month. 

204-DUNDALK A-lW DISTRICT BURNS OLUB: instituted 1909; 

federated 1911; Secretary, Geo. Williamson, St. 
Andrew's, Castle Road, Dundalk. 

205-PAISLEY ST. MIRREN BURNS OLUB: instituted 11910; 

federated 1911; Secretary, David D. Crawford, 44 Old 
Sneddon Street, Paisley. 

207-0AMBUSLANG WINGATE BURNS OLUB: instituted 1908; 

federated 1912; 30 members; President, John Anderson, 
34 Main Street, Cambuslang; Vice-President, John 
MacFarlane; Secretary, Robert Forrester, 158 Hamilton 
Road, Cambuslang; Treasurer, Thos. M'Gilvray; meets 
at 37 Main Street, Cambuslang, on first Saturday 
every month. 

208--00LORADO SPRINGS AND DISTRIOT OALEDONIAN SOCIETY: 

instituted 1897; federated 1912; Chief, Kenneth 
MacKenzie, 716 North Wahsatch Avenue, Colorado 
Springs; Secretary, John B. Wemyss, 847 East Platte 
Avenue, Colorado Springs, Col.; Treasurer, Chas. G. 
Grahamj Chaplain, Rev. Samuel Garvin. 
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209-GREENOCK ST. JOHN'S BURNS CLUB: instituted 1909; 
federated 1911; 75 members; President, James Brown, 
29 Brisbane Street, Greenock; Vice-President, Matthew 
Carruth; Secretary, Jacob A. C. Hamilton, 19 Brown 
Street, Craigieknowes, Greenock; Treasurer, Gilbert 
Kerr; meets in Masonic Temple on first Tuesday of 
each month from October to April. 

212-POR'l'OBELLO BURNS CLUB: instituted 1892; federated 
1913; 1120 members; President, Charles Henderson, 48a 
Joppa Road, Joppa; Vice-President, Andrew Cavaye; 
Secretary, William Baird, 11 Pitt Street, Portobello; 
As~istant Secretary and Treasurer, George Sanderson. 

213-KINGSTON BURNS CL[TB: instituted 1912; federated 1913; 
220 members; President, Robert MacLachlan, 108 Pol
lok Street, Glasgow, C.5; Vice-President, John Ord. 
F.S.A.Scot.; Secretary, Archd. S. Campbell, 14 Wal
mer Terrace, Glasgow, S.W.; Assistant Secretary, Nor
man A. Gray; Treasurer, Robert Armour; meets in 
Gordon Halls on third Thursday of months October to 
March. 

218-BANNOCKBuRN EMPIRE Bl'RNS CLUB: instituted 1913; 
federated 19,13; 40 members; President, James Forsyth, 
Douglas Street, Bannockburn; Vice-President, John 
Gibson; Secretary, William Wark, 51 Helenslea, Ban
nockburn; Treasurer, James Kirkwood; meets in Com· 
mercial Hotel on first Saturday of every month. 

·220-ST. LOUIS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1904; federated 1913; 
President, Wm. K. Bixby, Century Buildings, St. 
Louis; Vice-President, George S. Johns; Secretary, 
WaIter B. Stevens, Three-Mile Farm, Burdick, Kansas, 
U.S.A.; 'l'reasurer, Hanford Crawford; meets in Artists' 
Guild Buildings on Burns's birthday. 

221-PRESTONPANS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1913; federated 
1913; President, tToseph White, 118 High Street, Pres
ton pans ; Vice-President, J ames Fewell; Secretary. 
David Allan, Whitefield Place, Preston pans; Treasurer, 
George M 'Kenzie; meets in Trust House Tea Rooms on 
third Tuesday, winter months. 

222-HULL BURNS CLUB: instituted 1863; federated 1911; 
250 members; President, Alderman Dr. G. W. Lilley, 
J.P., 22 Williamson Street, Hull; Secretaries, Robert 
A. Spiers, Ermelo, Suttonings Road, and Albert Hock
ney, 12 Morpeth Street, Hull; Hon. Treasurer, Fred. 
Bell; meets in Albion Hall, Baker Street, on last 
Friday of each month from October to March. 
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223-AULD CLINKUM BURNS CLUB: instituted i1913; federated 
1913; President, J. M'Gregor, 31 Crammond Terrace, 
Shettleston; Vice-President, T .. Sutherland; Secretary. 
Alex. Nairn, 55 Seamore Street, Glasgow; Benevolent 
Fund 'l'reasurer, J. Wilson; meets in Burns Hou"e 
Club. 

224-ASHINGTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1891; federated 
1913; President, C. G. Henderson, Linton Cofliery; 
Vice-President, D. Baxter; Hon. Secretary, Wm. Har· 
bin, 7 Seventh Row, Ashington, Northumberland; 
Treasurer, J. T. Kidd. 

225-HELENSBUROH BURNS CLUB: instituted 1911; federated 
1913; 462 members; President, John Brown, Ca.irndhu 
Lodge, Helensburgh; Vice-Presidents, S. M'Lean and 
J. Somerville; Secretary, Alex. M'Lean, 52 John Street, 
Helensburgh; meets in Masonic Hall monthly. 

226-DUMFRIES BURNS CLUB: instituted 1820; federated 19;13; 
220 members; President, Mathew H. M 'Kerrow, solicitor, 
Dumfries; Past President, James Wyllie; Secretary and 
Treasurer, John M 'Burnie, Sheriff Court-house, Dumfries; 
annual meeting on a date in November fixed by Committee. 

229-EASTBOURNE AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION: 
federated 11914; President, Sir F. N. Maitland, Bart.; 
Secretary, R. J. M'Kenzie, 1 Cornfield Road, Eastbourne; 
Treasurer, F. S. Aitk.en. 

231-FAULDIIOUSE AND EAST BENIBR BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1907; federated 1914; President, John Salmond, Co
operative Buildings, Fauldhouse; Vice-President, 
Robert Mutter; Secretary, William Salmond, Hawthorn 
Place, Quarry Road, Fauldhouse; meets in Caledonian 
Hotel. 

234-s0U'l'HERN MERCHANTS' BURNS Cl,UB: instituted 1914; 
federated 11914; 130 members; President, John Nicol
son, Violet Bank, Uddingston; Vice-President, John 
Gordon; Secretary, Wm. A. Moffat, 235 Mosspark 
Drive, Glasgow; Treasurer, .Tames Paterson; meets in 
Ferguson & Forrester's, Glasgow. 

236-wHITEHAVEN BUIL~S CLUB: instituted 1914; federated 
1914; President, John Davidson, 9 Edgehill Terrace, 
Whitehaven; Vice-President, John Sewell; Secretary, 
Duncan Jamieson, 75 Duke Street, Whitehaven; Bard, 
Wm. Glenn; meets in Black Lion Hotel. 
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237-UDDINGSTON MASONIC BURNS OLUB: instituted 1914; 
federated 1914; 33 members; President, Bro. Jas. L. 
Cuthbertson, 85 Old :MiIl Road, Uddingston; Vice
President, Bro. Wm. Scott; Secretary, Bro. D. N. 
Miller, 601 Shettleston Road, Shettleston; Treasurer, 
Bro. Geo. Anderson; meets in Magdala Hall on third 
Saturday in month, except June, July, and August. 

238-BURNS OLUB OF ATLANTA, GA. : instituted 1896; federated 
1914; 85 members; President, Judge R. B. Russell, 
State Capitol, Atlanta; Vice-President, Wm. Dunlop; 
Secretary, H. C. Reid, 44 Fairbanks Street, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Treasurer, E. F. King; Supt., R. M. M'Whirter; 
Chaplain, Rev. R. K. Smith; ,meets in the Burns Cot
tage, Atlanta, Ga., on first Wednesday in each month. 

239-HAWICK BlJ"RNS OLUB: instituted 1878; federated 1914; 
250 members; President, Thos. Scott, 3 Glebe Place, 
Hawick; Vice-President, John Halliday; Secretary. 
George Hogg, 6 Langlands Bank, Hawick; Treasurer, 
Alex. Pringle; meets in Club Rooms, 12 Teviot Cras· 
cent, Hawick. 

242-MONTROSE BURNS OLUB: instituted 1908; federated 1915; 
President, Major Wood, M.C., 3 Links Avenue, 
Montrose; Vice-President, Bailie Gouk; Secretary, 
J. B. S. Fairweather, Dorward Road, Montrose-,; 
Treasurer, C. W. M'Gregor; meets in Guild Hall. 

243-ST. JAMES BURNS OLUB: instituted 1912; federated 
1915; 30 members; President, John Kerr; 1 Hannah 
Street, Paisley; Vice-President, Alex. Cassidy; Secre
tary, Jno. M'Kechnie, 2 Douglas Terrace, Paisley; 
meets at 14 Love Street, Paisley. 

244--DALMUIR BURNS OLUB: instituted 1914; federated 19,16; 
75 members; President, Wm. Boyle, 22 Osborne Street, 
Radnor Park; Vice-President, Robert Raitt; Secretary, 
Alex. Dillon, 21 Trafalgar Street, Dalmuir; meets in 
St. John's Masonic Hall quarterly. 

245-KINNAIRD VICTORIA BURNS CLUB: instituted 1910; 
federated 1917; Secretary, George Jenkins, 12 Kin
naird, by F'alkirk. 

246-LOOHORE AND ROSE WELL SHANTER BURNS OLUB : 
instituted 1911; federated 1917; Secretary, Robert 
Davidson, Ballinguy Road, Lochore. 
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247--LOCHGELLY THIRTEEN JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS OLUB: 
instituted 1916; federated 1917; Secretary, William 
M'Kechnie, 64 Melville Street, Lochgelly. 

250--TAM 0' SH.ANTER BURNS OLUB (Cowdenbeath): instituted 
1917; federated 1917; President, John Black, 333 Broad 
Street, Cowdenbeath; Vice-President, J ames Dunlop; 
Secretary, WilliaIij. Jack, 310 Broad Street, Cowden
beath; Treasurer, John Bain; Bard, David Stevenson; 
meets in Commercial Hotel on first Saturday 
monthly. 

251--GLENCRAlG BURNS OWB: instituted 1918; federated 
1918; 72 members; President, John Cook, Bird's Build
ings, Glencraig; Vice-President, J ames Walkingshaw; 
Secretary, Robert GlencroSB, Loftic View, Glencraig, 
Fife; Treasurer, Robert Ferrins; meets in The Houf, 
Hunter's Bar. on third Saturday of every month from 
October to March. 

252--ALLOW AY BURNS OLUB: instituted 1908; federated 191~; 
134 members; President, Rev. John M. Hamilton, B.D., 
The Manse, Alloway; Vice-Presidents, Andrew Cunning
ham and John H. B. Lochhead, M.C., M.A.; Secretary, 
William Robertson. Clochranhill, Alloway, Ayr; meets 
at Alloway. 

253-GALSTON "JOLLY BEGGARS" BURNS OLUB: instituted 
1916; federated 1918; 36 members; President, Andrew 
Heod, Standalane Street, Galston; Vice-President. 
Robt. Mair; Secretary, Thos. Morton, 37 Brewland 
Street. Galston; meets in Burns Tavern on the second 
Saturday from October to April. 

254--GREENOCK VICTORIA BURNS OLUB: instituted 1915 ; 
federated 1918; 115 members; President, Kenneth 
Cameron; 56 Belville Street, Greenock; Vice-Presidents. 
Alex. Cl ark and John Anderson; Secretary, Robert 
Beith, 4 Moffat Street, Greenock; Treasurer, John S. 
Ferrier; Hon. Chaplain, Rev. James Francis, B.D.; 
meets in Co-operative Hall, East Crawford Street, on 
first 'fhufsday of month. 

255--0ATHCART BURNS OLUB: instituted 1916; federated 1918; 
74 members; President, Joseph Young, 115 Earlspark 
Avenue. Glasgow; Vice-President, Wm. Scott; Secre
tary, David B. Wilson, 9 Craig Road, Cathcart, Glas
gow; Treasurer, R. Bannatyne; meets in Coup er 
Institute on last Thursday winter months. 
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2M-NEWTON-ON-AYR BURNS OLUB: instituted 1904; federated 
1923; 48 members; President, John S. J ackson, 23 
Bellesleyhill A venue, Ayr; Vice-President, Thomas 
Reid; Secretary, James Dobbie, 17 West Sanquhar 
Road, Ayr; Treasurer, Robert A. George; meets in 
Robert Burns Tavern, Ayr, every Wednesday. 

257-AlW.A.DALE STAR BURNS CLUB: instituted 1918; federated 
1919; President, Thomas Milne, Star Inn, Armadale; 
Vice-President, J ames M'Hattie; Secretary, George 
Menzies, 35 Barbauchlaw Avenue, Armadale, West 
Lothian; meets in Star Inn first Saturday monthly. 

258-ARMADALE BUOK'S HEAD BURNS OLUB: instituted 1918; 
federated 1919; President, John Mack, Polkenimet Cot
tage, Armadale; Vice-President, William Brown; Secre
tary, John Stevenson, Brown Street, Armadale, West 
Lothian; meets in Crown Hotel. 

259-BONNYRIGG A MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT BURNS OLUB: 
instituted 1919; federated 1919; President, J. Harper, 
44 Camp View, Bonnyrigg; Vice-President, A. Hill; 
Secretary) A. Hill, jun., 211 Camp View, Bonnyrigg; 
meets in Calderwood Arms on last Saturday of month. 

261-BURNS ANNIVERSARY OLUB: instituted 11895; federated 
1919; President, John Duncan, Hazeldean, Ocean 
Street, Bondi. Sydney; Vice-Presidents, Jas. Duncan 
and James Campbell; Secretary, James Buchan, Logie 
Brae, Jack Street, Sydney, N.S.W.; Treasurer, John 
Campbell; meets in Railway and Tramway Hall on last 
Saturday in each month. 

262-FIFESHIRE BURNS ASSOCIATION: instituted 1919; 
federated 1919; President, Th08. Anderson, Blairforge, 
Blairadam; Vice-Presidents, Robert Moyes and WaIter 
M. Miller; Secretary, James G. Park, Tavern Cottages, 
North Road, Hill of Beath, Crossgates, Fife; meets 
in Associated Club Rooms monthly. 

263-GLASGOW MASONIO BURNS OLUB: instituted 1919; 
federated 1919; 255 members; President, H. Stuart 
Girvan, B.L., 252 West George Street, Glasgow; Vice
Pr9Sident, F. S. Russell; Secretary, George Hunter, 3 
Kenilworth Place, Rutherglen; Hon. Treasurer, T. P. 
G. Walker; meets in Burns House Club on last Friday of 
each month. 

o 
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264-PRESTONPANS " JOJ,LY BEGGARS" BURNS CLUB; instituted 
11918; federated 1919; 10 members; President, George 
Doig, Rose Mount, Prestonpans; Vice-President, John 
Robertson; Secretary, Robert Wilson, 17 Viewforth 
Terrace, Preston pans ; Treasurer, William Cunning
ham; meets in the " Queen's Arms" on first Saturday 
of every month. 

265-BINGRY JOI,LY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB; instituted 1919; 
federated 1920; President, James Gold, 54 Montrose 
Cottages, Lochore; Vice-President, Thos. Ferguson; 
Secretary, Robert Hebbington, Robertson's Buildings, 
Crosshill, Glencraig, Fifeshire; Treasurer, Robt. J ohn
stone; meets in Lochore Gothenburg Hall on third 
Saturday of each month. 

266-NEWTON JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB; instituted 1920; 
federated 1920; 30 members; President, Joseph Black, 
41 Montgomerie Place, Newton; Vice-President, A. 
Lightbody; Secretary, Alex. Cowan, 24 Pitt Street, 
Newton, Hallside; meets in Social Recreation Club 
on last Saturday of month. 

267-PRESTONPANS MYS'fIC BURNS CLUB; instituted 1919; 
federated 1919; 25 members; President, Charles Rowan, 
10 Front Street, Prestonpans; Vice-President, Neil 
Livingstone; Secretary, Peter Taylor, 66 High Street, 
Prestonpans; Treasurer, William Ford, J.P.; meets in 
Railway Tavern on fir,st and third Saturdays of each 
month from October till April. 

268-ANDERSTON CRONIES BURNS CLUB; instituted 1905; 
federated 1920; President, Malcolm A. Hendry, 252 
Main Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow; Vice-President, 
George Lockhart; Secretary and Treasurer, F. W. 
Rodger, 11a Ashton Terrace, Glasgow; meets at 109 
Argyle Street in January, May, September, and Novem
ber. 

269-JOHNSTONE TAM 0' SRANTER BURNS CLUB: instituted 1912; 
federated 1920; 28 members; President, A. G. Hutton, 
Newmount, 'f'homson Avenue, Johnstone; Vice-Presi
dent, J. L. Conner; Secretary, Andrew Walker, Giften 
Place, Millikenpark, Johnstone; meets in Masonic Hall. 
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270-COQUETDALE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1898; federated 
1920 j 50 members j President, William Henderson, 
Greenwell Villas, Rothbury; Vice-President, William 
R. Neill, M.B.E. j Secretary, John Walker, Mossgiel, 
Rothbury; Treasurer, Wm. Henderson; Bard, Thomas 
Mitchell Walker, M.A.; meets in Railway Hotel, Roth
bury. 

271-TRENTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1919; federated 11920 ; 
President, Andrew Carmjchael, 483 Cleveland A venue, 
Trenton; Vice-,President, John Black; Secretary, James 
Ballantine, 911 Brunswick Avenue, Trenton, N.J., 
D.S.A.; meets at S. Clinton and Yard Avenue on 
second Saturday of month. 

273-LANARK JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1919 j 
federated 1920; 40 members; President, Robert 
Flemington, 7 St. Leonard's Street, Lanark; Vice
President, John Glaister j Secretary, Jas. Kay, 4 Wavel'
ley Crescent, Lanark; meets in County Hotel. 

274-TROON BURNS CLUB: instituted i1920; federated 1920 j 
President, Peter H. Waddell, South Beach, Troonj 
Vice-President, Bailie M'Allister; Secretary, David B. 
M'Nab, Armadale, Victoria Drive, Troon; meets in 
South Beach Hotel. 

275-AYR BURNS CLUB: federated 1920 j President, ex-Bailie 
Smith, Bellsleyhill Avenue, A¥r; Secretary, James 
M. Kay, 100 High Street, Ayr; Treasurer, John L. 
Wilson. 

277-HARRIMAN BURNS CLUB: federated 1920 j Secretary, Wm. 
M'Nee, 266 Madison Street, Harriman, Pa., U.S.1\.. 

278-DULUTH CLAN STEWART, NO. 50 (ORDER OF SCOTTISH 
CLANS), BURNS CLUB: federated 1920; Secretary, A. G. 
M'Knight, 319 Providence Building, Duluth, Minn., 
D.S.A. 

279-JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: instituted 1920 j 
federated 1920; 23 members; President, Jno. Black, 
Violet Cottage, Port Buchan, Broxburn; Vice-Presi
dent, Robert Bowie j Secretary, Jno. Cruickshank, 1 
Albyn Cottages, Broxburn; Treasurer, Thos. Ingles; 
meets in Strathbroke Hotel on first Friday of every 
month. 
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280-DETROIT BURNS CLUB: instituted 1912; federated 1920; 
President, Neil R. Sutton, 540 Roward Street, Detroit; 
Vice-President, Thomas G. White j Secretary, Richard 
Irvine, 11806 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Mich.; 
Financial Secretary, W. A. V. Edward; Treasurer, 
W. D. Pettigrew; Bard. Peter Grant; meets in St. 
Andrew Hall. 

281-VIOKERSTOWN BURNS OLUB: instituted 1919; federated 
1920; President, A. Craig, 56 Powerful Street, Vickers
town; Vice-President, R. Colvillej Secretary, J. D. 
Cowley, 82 King Alfred Street, Vickerstown; Treasurer, 
D. Craig; meets in George Hotel quarterly. 

282-GLASGOW AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUBS BOWLING ASSOOIA
TION: instituted 1899; federated 1920; 38 clubs 
affiliated; President, David Gunn, 4 Finnieston Street, 
Glasgow; Vice-President, David Mackin; Secretary, 
Robt. Parker, 5 Barrland Street, Glasgow, S.l; meets 
in Burns House Club. 

283-SINCLAIRTOWN BURNS OLIJB: instituted 1920; federated 
1920; 69 members; President, William Crombie, 148 
St. Clair Street, Kirkcaldy; Vice-President, I. D. 
M'Cormick; Secretary, Frank Taylor, 5 Viewforth 
Street, Kirkcaldy; Treasurer, David Grierson; meets 
in Sinclairtown Station Hotel, Kirkcaldy, on second 
Saturday of each month. 

284-PHILADELPHIA NORTH-EASTERN BURNS OLUB: instituted 
1896; federated 1921; 60 members; President, Robert 
Smith, 3316 N. Mutter Street, Philadelphia; Vice-Presi
dent, Robert Neil; Secretary, Andrew Crawford, 11850 
E. Clementine Street, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A.; 
Treasurer, Alex. M'Donald; meets in Lighthouse Men's 
Club on last Saturday of each month. 

286-SHAWL!NDS BURNS OLUB: instituted 1920; federated 
192il; 117 memberll; President, D. S. Gibson, 45 Edge
mont Gardens, Glasgow; Vice-President, Jas. Young, 
F.E.LS.; Secretary, Douglas Inglis, 105 Durward 
Avenue, Glasgow; Treasurer, 1. B. Duthie; meets in 
Langside Halls. 

287-QUEEN ANNE BURNS OLUB: instituted 1920; federated 
1921; Secretary, Robert Wilson, 199 Argyle Street, 
Glasgow. 
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288-BEITH CALEDONIA BURNS CLUB: instituted 1911 ; federated 
1921; 54 members; President, D. Ramage, Lugtonridge 
Farm, Beith; Vice-President, H. Mercer; Secretary, 
John Gibson, Giffen Mill, Barrmill, Beith; meets in 
Caledonia Inn on 25th January. 

289-cOATBRIDGE CALEDONIAN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1920; 
federated 1920; 70 members (21 ladies and 49 gentle
men); President, Thomas Millar, 2 Alexander Street, 
Coatbridge; Vice- President, J ames Grant; Secretary, 
Archie M. Raeside, 30 Corswall Street, Coatbridge; 
Librarian, Andrew Lang; Musical Director, John 
M'Lay; Treasurer, WlIliam Donald; meets in Y.M.C.A. 
Rooms on third Wednesday of each month from Septem-
ber to April. ' 

290-BLANTYRE AND DISTRICT MASONIC BURNS CLUB: instituted 
1919; federated 1921; 30 members; President, Thomas 
B. Goudie, Ewanrigg, Reid Street, Burnbank, Hamil
ton; Vice-President. James Allan; Secretary. Abraham 
Airns, 39 Small Crescent, Blantyre; meets in Masonic 
Hall on fourth Saturday of each month. 

292-GRAHAMSTON BURNS CLUB: instituted 1920; federated 
1921; 26 members; President, John Lapsley, 1 Canal 
Street, Grahamston, Falkirk; Vice-President, W. C. 
Roberts; Secretary, Geo. Rae, 64 Kerr's Buildings, 
Carron Road, Bainsford, Falkirk; Treasurer, Wm. 
Watmore; meets in Empire Bar, Grahamston: 

293-NBWCRAIGHALL " POOSIB NANCY " BURNS CLUB: 
instituted 1921; federated 11921; 37 members; Presi
dent, Alexander Williamson, 20 North Square, New
craighall, Musselburgh; Vice-President, Andrew King; 
Secretary, William Watson, 7 Park View, Newcraig
hall. Muliselburgh; Treasurer, Robt. B. Brown; meets 
in Musselburgh Arms Hotel on first Saturday of month 
from October till April. 

294--HILL OF BEATH BURNS CLUB: federated 1921; 40 mem
bel's; President, John Turcan, Ochran Cottage, Hill 
of Beath, Crossgates; Vice-President, William Rennie; 
Secretary and Treasurer, John Burt, jun., Tavern, 
Hill of Beath, Crossgates; meets in Hill of Beath 
Tavern every Saturday. 
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295-BURNS HOUSE CLUB, LTD.: instituted 1920; federated 
1921; 212 members; President, Thomas Morison, 336 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow; Vice-Presidents, John 
Duncan and William C. Cockburn; Secretary, James 
L. Gillespie, 38 Bath Street, Glasgow; meets' at 27 
India Street, Glasgow. 

296-WALSALL BURNS CLL"B: instituted 1900; federated 1922; 
President, Dr. J. A. M. Clark, Roscona, Lichfield Street, 
WalsaII; Vice-President, Dr. J. Stirling; Secretary, 
John W. Gordon, 40 Buchanan Road, Walsall; 
Treasurer, WaIter D. Forsyth; meets in Stork Hotel. 

297-HAMILTON s'r. ANDREW'S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY: federated 
1922; Secretary, J. C. Munro, 172 Napier street, 
Hamilton·, Ont., Canada. ' 

298-NANAIMO BURNS CLUB: instituted 1912; federated 1922; 
President, Adam M'Neil, 212 Kennedy Street, 
N anaimo ; Vice-President, John Gavin; Secretary, 
Joseph English, 355 Haliburton Street, Naniamo, B.C., 
Canada; Treasurer, J ames Stuart; meets in Oddfellows' 
Hall. 

299-WESTLAND BURNS CLUB: instituted 11920; federated 1922; 
59 members; President, Major Francis Rorke, T.D., 
86 Southbrae Drive, Glasgow; Vice-President, William 
Gray.; Secretary and 'l'reasurer, James T. M'Intosh, 
1089 Dumbarton Road, Glasgow; meets in Lesser Burgh 
Hall, Whiteinch, on first Wednesday of each month. 

300--COVINGTON AND THANKERTON TINTOCK BURNS CLUB: 
instituted 1921; federated 1922; 113 members; Presi
dent, David Inglis, Avonbank, Thankerton; Vice-Presi
dent, Thomas Hutchison; Secretary, W .. W. Robbie, 
Schoolhouse, Covington, Thankerton; Hon. Chaplain, 
Rev. Wm. C. Macgregor; meets in Thankerton Hall. 

302-AUCHTERDERRAN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1906; federated 
1921; President, John Paterson, Balgneggie Park, Car
den den ; Vice-President, John Dick; Secretary, George 
M'Gregor, Craigside, Woodend, Cardenden; Treasurer, 
John Carver; meets in Gothenburg Room. 

303-VICTORIA ST. ANDREW'S AND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: 
instituted 1892; federated !1922; Secretary, A. Bain, 
1217 Lyall Street, Esquimalt, B.C., Canada. 
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304-DUNNIKIER BURNS CLUB: federated 1922; President, 
Geo. Penman, Dunnikier ArIIl8 Hotel, Kirkcaldy; Vice
President, J ames J ngram; Secretary, Claud N eilson, 
New Houses, off Hendry Road, Kirkcaldy; meets in 
Dunnikier Arms Hotel. 

305-NEW WA'I.'ERFORD BURNS CLUB: federated 1922; Presi
dent, Richard Burns, Box 322, New Waterford, Cape 
Breton, Canada; Secretary, Mrs. Lily Harper, Box 406, 
New Waterford, Cape Breton, Canada. 

306-CARDIFF CALEDONIAN SOCIETY: instituted 1886; federated 
1922; Hon. Secretary, Alexander Gillis, 25 Glynrhondda 
Street, Cardiff. 

307-EDINBURGH AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION: instituted 1914; 
federated 1922; 153 members; President, J. L. Ram
say, Craigard, Craiglockhart Drive, Edinburgh; Vice
Presidents, J ames Bell and John Service; Secretary, 
John M'Vie, 113 Hillside Crescent, Edinburgh; 
Treasurer, James H. Goldie; meets on third Wednes
day of month from October to March. 

308-BARRHEAD KELBURN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1919; 
federated 1922; 55 members; President, John Scouse, 
88 Kelburn Street, Barrhead; Vice-President, William 
Muir; Secretary, George G. Pinkerton, 6 Blackwood 
Street, Barrhead; meets in Cross Arthurlie Hotel on 
last Saturday in winter months. 

309-A:r~'NAN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1910; federated 1923 j 
President, Captain William Cuthbertson, M.C., Beld
craig, Annan; Vice-President, Captain Alex. W. Scott; 
Secretary and Treasurer, James Shaw, M.A., F.E.I.S., 
Norwood, Charles Street, Annan; meets in Central 
Hotel on 25th January, on St. Andrew's Night, and 
as arranged. 

310-MAUCHLINE BURNS CLUB: instituted 1923; federated 
1923; 65 members; President, Norman MacCrirnmon, 
Post Office, Mauchline; Vice-President, R. T. W. 
Stewart; Secretary and Treasurer, Wm. Breckenridge, 
Clelland Park, Mauchline; meets in " Poosie Nansie's " 
Hall monthly. 
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311-cOL WYN BAY AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOOIATION: 
instituted 1923; federated 1923; President, Geo. 
Williamson, Greystones, Princes Drive, Colwyn Bay; 
Vice-President, Jas. Glass; Secretary and Treasurer, 
Captain J. Woods Thomson, Stretford Villa, Hawarden 
Road, Colwyn Bay; meets in Cafe Parisien every second 
Wednesday. 

3112-KILSYTH MASONIC BURNS CLUB: instituted 1923; federated 
1923; 50 members; President, Alexander Stewart, 
Burnbank Terrace, Kilsyth; Vice-President, Alexander 
M. Mackie; Secretary, Thomas Shearer, 70 High 
Craigends, Kilsyth; Treasurer, Jas. Watson, jun.; 
meets in Masonic Hall on second Thursday, October
March. 

313-RUTHERGI,.EN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1922; federated 
1923; 52 members; President, J ames Taylor, 127 King 
Street, Rutherglen; Vice-President, J ames Robertson; 
Secretary, Thomas Warren, 9 High Street, Rutherglen; 
Treasurer, N. Ferguson; meets in Masonic Hall 
monthly. 

314-sCOTTISH BURNS CLUB (EDINBURGH SECTION): instituted 
1920; federated 1923; 100 members; President, Goorge 
M'Gill, 73 Ashley Terrace, Edinburgh; Vice-Presidents, 
Wm. J. Hay and A. Drysdale Patterson; Secretary, 
John M. Beaton, 2 Lily Terrace, Edinburgh; 
Treasurer, Joseph Sanders; meets in Synod Hall on 
second Friday of month, October to March. 

315-AVONDALE SOCIAL BURNS CLUB: instituted 1923; federated 
1924; President, Allan Watt, Waterside Street, 
Strathaven; Vice-President, Robert Stirling; Secretary, 
J ames Steele, 1 Barn Street, Strathaven; meets in 
Sun Hall. 

316-" THE KNOWE " BURNS CLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
1924; 40 members; President, William Horn, FaiHey, 
Hardgate; Vice-President, Alex. Fraser; Secretary. 
Robert Pearson, Colbreggan Place, Hardgate, Dun
tocher; Treasurer, J ames Mealyea; meets in Horn's 
Restaurant on every alternate Monday. 
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318-QUEENSBERRY BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
192~; 140 members; President, H. Adams, 17 Friars 
Vennel, Dumfries; Vice-Presidents, A. P. Hannah and 
Robt. Paterson; Secretary, A. D. Pattullo, 42 Alderman
hill Road, Dumfries; Treasurer, A. D. Byers; meets 
in Queensberry Hotel usually on third Tuesday of 
month. 

319-FISHERROW MASONIO BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924 ; 
federated 1924; 48 members; President, Jos. Bennett, 
50 Hercus Loan, Musselburgh; Vice-Presidents, David 
Moyes and Jas. P. Nesbit; Secretary, Thomas Bell, 
82 West HolUles Gardens, Musselburgh; Treasurer, John 
Munro; meets on third Saturday of each month. ' 

320-TROY BURNS OLUB: instituted 1923; federated 11924; 
President, James H. Potts, c/o Tray Times,· Vice-Presi
dent, 'l'homas Soutar; Secretary, James H. Baxter, 21 
Bleecker Avenue, Troy, N.Y., U.S.A.; meets in Odd
fellows' Hall on fourth Saturday monthly. 

321-DUNDALK (llARYLAND) BURNS OLUB: federated 1924; Secre
tary, Harry Dodd, 21 East Ship Road, Dundalk, Mary
land, U.S.A. 

322-STEVENSTON AND DISTRIOT BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; 
federated 1924; 27 members; President, Thomas 
M'Murchie, 14 Shore Road, Stevenston; Vice-Presfdent, 
Robert Gillan; Secretary, William Hamilton, 5 Well
park Road, Saltcoats; Hon. Treasurer, Thomas Hamil
ton; meets in Thomson's Rooms on last Friday of every 
month. 

323-KIRKCUDBRIGHT BURNS OLUB: instituted 1918; federated 
1924; President, Rev. Wm. Barclay, B.D., The Manse, 
Kirkcudbright; Vice-President, Mrs. M'Myn; Secretary, 
Alex. Henry, 47 Castle Street, Kirkcudbright. 

32(-STOOKTON BURNS OLUB: instituted 1923; federated 1924; 
President, Alex. R. Clark; Vice-Presidents, William 
Hamilton and William Robertson; Secretary, Edward 
M'Nairney, Maitland Street, Stockton, Newcastle, 
N.S.W., Australia; Treasurer, Wm. Robertson. 
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325-VANOOUVER BURNS FELLOWSHIP: instituted 1924; 
federated 1924; 70 members; President, P. M'A. 
Car rick, 497 Tenth Avenue. West, Vancouver, 
B.C.; Vice-Presidents, Alex. M'Rae and W. R. 
Dunlop, F.R.G.S.; Secretary, A. Fraser Reid, 
1635 Napier Street, Vancouver, B.C., Canada; 
Treasurer, Miss Kate Morrison; meets at 560 
Granville Street on third Tuesday of month. 

326-BINGRY JOLLY BEGGARS LADIES' BURNS OLUB: federated 
1924; President, Mrs. Leitch, Rosebank, Lochore, Glen
craig; V ice-President, Mrs. Gold; Secretary, Mrs. 
Honeyroan, Shank of Navity, Lochore, Glencraig, Fife; 
Treasurer, Mrs. Hebbington; Bardess, Miss Stewart. 

327-ST. MARK'S BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
1924; 120 members; President, Rev. P. R. Landreth, 
St. Mark's Manse, Perth; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. John 
Thomson, D. M'Rae, and A. Martin; Secretary, Wm. 
Smith, 4 Hawarden Terrace, Jeanfield, Perth; meets 
in Church Hall. 

328-HURLFORD BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; federated 1924; 
54 members; President, John Marten, Mauchline Road, 
Hurliord; Vice-President, John Paton, sen.; Secretary, 
James Cartner, Academy Street, Hurlford; Treasurer, 
James M'Ewan; meets in Burns Tavern, Hurlford, on 
la,st Friday of the month. 

329-NEW ARK AND DISTRIOT OALEDONIAN SOOIETY: instituted 
1923; federated 1924; 102 members; President, Dr. P. 
Kinmont, 39 London Road, Newark; Vice-President, 
J. T. Graham; Secretary, Jas. R. Henderson, 6 London 
Road, Newark; 'l'reasurer, Hugh Peebles; meets in 
Ram Hotel on 25th January, 1926. 

330-" BONNIE JEAN" BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
1924; 50 members; President, Mrs. R. Barclay, Almar 
Cottages, Glencraig; Vice-President, Mrs. W. Aird; 
Secretary, Mrs. A. Carson, 93 South Glencraig; 
Treasurer, Mrs. D. King; Bardess, Mrs. Anderson; 
meets in Lynas's Hall on first and third Wednesday of 
the month. 

331-BUFFALO ROBERT BURNS SOOIETY: federated 1925; Secre
tary, Wm. Millar, Utica Court, 5 Utica Street, Buffalo, 
N.Y., U.S.A. 
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332-BOSWELL ST. JAMES BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; 
federated 1925; 50 members; President, William Steele, 
Churchhill, Auchinleck; Vice-President, John Nicol; 
Secretary, William Tanner, Linton Terrace, Auchin
leek; 'l'reasurer,· Robert Haddow; meets in Masonic 
Hall, Auchinleck. 

333-NEW OUM-NOOK ANGLERS' GLEN AFTON BURNS OLUB: 
federated 1925; Secretary, Thomas Walker, 42 South
Western Road, Craigbank, New Cumnock. 

334-THORNTREE BURNS OLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
1924; 35 members; President, Andrew Murdoch, Kay's 
Gardens, Cockenzie; Vice-President, Joseph Colquhoun; 
Secretary, Thomas Watt, 5 Crown Square, Preston
pans; Treasurer, John M'Lurg; meets at Thorntree 
Inn on second and last Saturdays of month. 

335-TARBOLTON BURNS CLUB: federated 1925; Secretary, 
Wm. Davidson, Montgomerie Street, Tarbolton. 

336-PETERHEAD BURNS CLUB: instituted 11826; federated 
1925; 42 members; President, Dr. J. F. Tocher, 41l 
Union Street, Aberdeen; Vice-President, Dr. James 
Smith; Hon. Secretary, G. Martin Gray, 2 Rose Street, 
Peterhead; Hon. Treasurer, Evan Bissett; meets in 
North-Eastern Hotel, 25th January, 1926. 

337-BUCKHAVEN BURNS CLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
1925; 65 members; President, Henry Higgins, 33 
Shakespeare Avenue, Buckhaven; Vice-President, 
John Gibson; Secretary, David Herriot, 15 Shakespeare 
:Avenue, Buckhaven; meets in Railway Tavern. 

338-DALKEITH AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB: instituted 1923; 
federated 1925; 71 members; President, James Mathie
son, Tait Street, Dalkeith; Vice-President, D. M'Lean; 
Secretary, Tom Craik, London Road, Dalkeith; 
Treasurer, W. Meek; meet.s in Victoria Bar once 
monthly. 

339-WALLYFORD JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB: federated 1925; 
30 members; President, Andrew Watters, Westpans, 
Levenhall, Musselburgh; Vice-President, J ames Banner
man; Secretary, Peter Chambers, 106 Wallyford, 
Musselburgh; meets in Foreman's, Levenhall, Mussel
burgh, every alternate Saturday. 
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340-BALERNO BURNS CLtTB: instituted 11881; federated 1925; 
60 members; President, Thos. Horsburgh, J.P., 76 
Baronscourt Terrace, Edinburgh; Vice-President, Alex. 
H. Notman; Secretary, John Fairbairn, Gardenacre 
House, Balerno, Midlothian; Treasurer, George Calder; 
Bard, Andrew Falconer; meets on third Friday of 
each month, October to March. 

341-LEITH BURNS CLUB: instituted 1826; federated 1925; 
60 members; President, George Mackie, Havenbank, 
Newhaven, Leith; Vice-President, Councillor R. G. 
Ritchie; Secretary, William Hudson, 29 Elmwood Ter
race, Leith; Treasurer, James M. Cleugh; meets in 
Club Rooms daily. 

342-THORNHILL BURNS CLUB: federated 1925; Secretary, 
John Nelson, The Garage, Thornhill, Dumfriesshire. 

343-QUEENSFERRY BURNS CLUB: instituted 1924; federated 
1925; 40 members; President, Alexander Manson, Loan 
House, South Queensferry; Vice-President, John 
Stewart; Secretary, Thomas Pennycook, 41 High Street, 
South Queensferry; Treasurer, D. Riddell; meets in 
Rosebery Hall on third Wednesday monthly from 
September to April. 

344-LADYSMITH BURNS CLUB: federated 1925; 40 members; 
President, David Coupland; Vice-President, John 
Salmon Rodgers; Secretary, Roger Colquhoun Wright, 
Box 337, Ladysmith, B.C., Canada; Treasurer, Albert 
Radford. 

345-DENBEATH AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB: federated 1925; 
President, John Jackson; Vice-President, Thomas 
Cunningham; Secretary, Edward Jones, 214 Denbeath, 
Methil, Fife; Treasurer, John Burt; Bard, David 
Young. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 
ON THE ROLL, 1926. 

No. 
~O Aberdeen 
20 Airdrie 

118 Albany 
2 Alexandria 

252 Alloway 
268 Anderston Cronies 
309 Annan 
258 Armadale Buck's Head 
257 Armadale Star 
224 Ashington 
238 Atlanta 
302 Auchterderran 
223 Auld Clinkum 
315 Avondale Social 
275 Ayr 
192 Ayrshire Assoc. 
157 Baillieston Caledonian 
340 Balerno 
218 Bannockburn Empire 

99 Barlinnie 
308 Barrhead Kelburn 
288 Beith Caledonia 
265 Bingry Jolly Beggars 
326 -- Ladies' 
167 Birmingham and Midland 

Scot. Soc. 
125 Blackburn·on-Almond 
184 Blairadam Shanter 
290 Blantyre and District 

Masonic 
195 Blue Bell 
330 "Bonnie Jean" 
259 Bonnyrigg H A Man's a 

Man" 
123 BOllwell 
332 Boswell St. J ames 

76 Brechin 
49 Bridgeton 

120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 

No. 
106 Broxburn Rosebery 
337 Buckha.ven 
331 Buffalo 
261 Burns Anniversary 
295 Burns House, Ltd. 
112 Burns Howff 
110 Cambuslang 
207 Cambuslang Wingate 
306 Cardiff Caledonian Soc. 

7l Carlisle 
67 Carlton 
34 Carrick 

255 Cathcart 
161 Charleston 
17l Chattanooga 
189 Clydebank Barns 0' Clyde 
289 Coatbridge Caledonian 
208 Colorado Springs Cale-

donian Soc. 
311 Colwyn Bay and District 

Scot. Assoc. 
270 Coquetdale 
300 Covington and Thankerton 

Tintock 
128 Cowdenbeath Glencairn 
42 Criefl 
45 Cumnock 
62 Cupar 

338 Dalkeith and District 
244 Dalmuir 
158 Darlington 
345 Denbeath and District 
203 Dennistoun Jolly Beggars 

55 Derby Scottish Assoc. 
280 Detroit 

37 Dollar 
146 Dublin 
278 Duluth 

10 Dumbarton 
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NO. 

226 Dumfries 
204 Dundalk and District 
321 Dundalk, U.S.A. 

14 Dundee 
85 Dunfermline United 

304 Dunnikier 
108 East Calder Jolly Beggars 
155 East Stirlingshire 
229 Eastbourne and District 

Scot. Assoc. 
22 Edinburgh 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Assoc. 
149 Elgin 
126 Falkirk 
231 Fauldhouse and East 

Benhar 
262 Fifeshire Assoc. 
319 Fisherrow Masonic 
187 Galashiels 
253 Galston Jolly Beggars 

90 Garelochhead 
163 Gateshead and District 
169 Glasgow and District 

Assoc. 
282 -- Bowling Assoc. 
263 Glasgow Masonic 

74 Glasgow Mauchline Soc. 
251 Glencraig 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 
53 Govan Fairfield 

292 Grahamston 
21 Greenock 

148 Greenock Cronies 
209 Greenock St. John's 
254 Greenock Victoria 

33 Haggis 
152 Hamilton 
121 Hamilton Junior 
100 Hamilton Mossgiel 
297 Hamilton (Ont.) St. 

Andrew's Soc. 
277 Harriman 
239 Hawick 
225 Helensburgh 
294 Hill of Beath 
222 Hull 
328 Hurlford 

No. 
173 Irvine 

96 Jedburgh 
269 Johnstone Tam 0' Shanter 
279 Jolly Beggars 

92 Kilbowie Jolly Beggars 
o Kilmarnock 

150 Kilmarnock Jolly Beggars 
312 Kilsyth Masonic 
213 Kingston 
245. Kinnaird Victoria 
164 Kinning Park 
323 Kirkcudbright 

75 Kim 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) 

98 Lanark 
273 Lanark Jolly Beggars 

56 Lapraik 
341 Leith 

18 Liverpool 
247 Lochgelly Thirteen Jolly 

Beggars 
246 Lochore and Rosewell 

Shanter 
1 London 

183 Londonderry 
310 Mauchline 
196 Mid-Argyll 
242 Montrose 

63 Mossgiel 
65 Musselburgh 

298 Nanaimo 
139 National 
333 New Cumnock Anglers 
305 N ew Waterford 
329 Newark and District Cale-

donian Soc. 
133 N ewarthill 
199 Newbattle and District 
156 Newcastle and Tyneside 
293 Newcraighall Poosie Nancy 
266 Newton Jolly Beggars 
256 Newton-on-Ayr 
124 Ninety 
131 Nottingham Scot. Assoc. 
151 Old Kilpatrick 
172 Oregon 

48 Paisley 
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No. 

205 Paisley St. Mirren 
72 Partick 

135 Partick Western 
336 Peterhead 
284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 
190 Port-Glasgow 
212 Portobello 
221 Prestonpans 
264 Prestonpans Jolly Beggars 
267 Prestonpans Mystic 
181 Primrose 
287 Queen Anne 
318 Queensberry 
343 Queensferry 
168 Riccarton 
36 Rosebery 

9 Royalty 
313 Rutherglen 

13 St. Andrews 
243 St. James 
220 St. Louis, Mo. 
327 St. Mark's 

68 Sandyford 
153 Scottish 
314 -- Edinburgh Section 
286 Shawlands 

91 Shettleston 
283 Sinclairtown 
234 Southern Merchants 
182 Stane Mossgiel 
322 Stevenston and District 

50 Stirling 

No. 
324 Stockton, N.S.W. 
200 Stonehouse Jolly Beggars 

89 Sunderland 
250 Tam 0' Shanter (Cowden

beath) 
3 Tam 0' ~hanter (Glasgow) 

335 Tarbolton 
316 The Knowe 

7 Thistle 
342 Thornhill 
334 Thorntree 
180 Tollcross 
271 Trenton 
274 Troon 
320 Troy 
198 Twenty-five Jolly Beggars 
237 Uddingston Masonic 

94 Uphall Tam 0' Shanter 
113 Vale of Leven Glencairn 
325 Vancouver Fellowship 
281 Vickerstown 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Soc. 
159 Walker-on-Tyne 
165 Wallsend 
339 Wallyford Jolly Beggars 
296 Walsall 
299 Westland 
160 Whitburn 
236 Whitehaven 
86 Winsome Willie 

202 Ye Cronies 



NOTICE. 

The Burns Federation does not accept any responsibility 
for statements made or opinions expressed in the B'lJlrns 
Ohronicle. The writers are responsible for articles signed 
by them; the Editor is responsible for articles unsigned. 

Contributions and communications for the Bwrns 
Ohronicle should be addressed to the Editor; these should 
be in typescript, with double spacing and on one side 
of the paper. 

Terms for advertisements in the Burns Ohronicle ma.y 
be obtained on application to the printers. 



Printed by 

WILLIAM HODGE & CO., LIMITED 
GLASGOW EDINBURGH LONDON 
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Our Stocks of . . 

JEWELLERY 

SPECIMEN PIECES 
IN ANTIQUE AND 
MODERN SILVER 

WATCHES 

CLOCKS 

CUTLERY, &c. 

,. 

will be found most helpful in the selecting· of 
Presentations 

R.STEWART 
LIMITED 

AT THE CORNER OF 

BUCHANAN STREET and ARGYLE STRnET . 
GLASGOW, C.I 

ESTABLISHED 1832 

Telegrams a " Peridot, Glasgow " 
T elephone 

Central 9011 
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