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FOREWORD 

The present issue of the Burns Chronicle is the first volume of 
the Third Series. It is issued at a momentous time in world 
affairs: the peace of the world is threatened, and one wonders 
if in our time we are to see the day 

'That man to man, the world o'er, 
Shall brothers be for a' that: 

The Burns Federation, standing as it does as a living memorial 
to the Poet, may well be the medium of carrying his philosophy 
to the far corners of the globe, and it is my earnest hope that 
this Chronicle and its subsequent numbers may be widely read 
by all who honour the memory of Robert Burns. While we sing 
his songs and recite his poems, it is, perhaps, more important 
to-day to remember and to preach his philosophy. 

The Burns Federation has on its membership roll Scots 
Societies and Burns Clubs from all over the world, and with such 
valuable contacts the scope of its influen~e is beyond limit. Its 
message and its authority can be cast in an ever-widening circle, 
and we are at once conscious of our responsibility and oppor
tunity. We are trustees of a great legacy bequeathed by a poet
philosopher who, hating cant and greed, decried these evils with 
all his poetical fervour. 

The Chronicle is the mouthpiece of the Federation, and our 
duty surely is to broadcast through it the ideals for which Burns 
stood. 

I therefore express the hope that this first number of the new 
series-and the first to be edited by Mr. James Veitch-will find 
favour and be of much interest to Burns lovers the world over. 

A 

JAMES R. CRAWFORD, 

President. 



AN OLD MAN'S REMINISCENCES 

(Reminiscences by my father, Thos. Duniop, Kirn, given me 

15th April, 1895, then in his 9ISt year)--

When Gilbert and Robt. Burns had the farm of Lochlea, their 
father then an old man was living with them. He died there and 
was buried in Alloa Kirkyard. James and Samuel Dunlop, who 
were brothers,' were then in the Farm of Fencedyke, which 
marched with Lochlea. James Dunlop was my father, and he 
used to tell us that Rab was a useless, lazy thing, for he sat on the 
hin' end 0' the cart reading a bit pamphlet. Gibbie and me 
used to be aye fly tin , wi' him. He was an ill guide 0' a beast. 
The laird of the farms agreed to build a dyke betwixt the two 
farms to keep the sheep from getting mixed. The tenants were 
to cart the stones cart about and Rab had his cart but was aye 
falling behind. Sometimes the horse was away aheid of him, 
and he would be thrang at his book reading on the road, but 
there was scarcely any roads in those days, and the carts just 
crossed the parks. Burns was better known to all the packmen 
between Carlisle and Glasgow than any other one in the district, 
my father has seen Burns with others on the hairst field and the 
packman, who was the great distributor of books in those days, 
making straight for Burns, who wad be crying out hae ye got ony 
ballants. Did ye mind that ballant. I knew Holy Willie and his 
son called Young Holy Willie. Fisher was their right name. Old 
Holy Willie lived at the place called "the Bridge." He was a 
great man for praying at sick beds. Young Willie learned to be a 
lappit weaver. Took a public house, fixing on the Cowgate in 
Mauchline. It was in Willie's public house I first saw the 
Imperial Measure. It was a copper measure with a stoop like a 
cream pot. Willie was a greedy character. He was once at a 
Freemasons' dinner, they were pressing him to eat, and he said 
he was perfectly fu'. James and Samuel Dunlop were brought up 
at the Roupensock, which is near the ancient lake dwellings. I 
knew Jean Armour-was at the dancing school with her brothers 
and sisters, in Mauchline. 

-Index to Cowal History, &c., 8th January, 1894. From 
MS. belonging to Mr. John Dunlop, Depute City 
Librarian, Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 
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A SHAVIAN SUMMING Up 

George Bernard Shaw became a legend in his lifetime. 
His views on all manner of subjects enlivened everyday exist

ence, for he was nothing if not original. Yet it was left to an 
Edinburgh man, William Priest, to discover that Shaw had never 
voiced an opinion on Burns. 

Accordingly, on Hogmanay, 1933, Mr. Priest penned the 
following letter to the great playwright:-

Bernard Shaw, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

c/o Mrs. Houston, 
6 Eyre Place, 
Edinburgh. 
Dec. 31/33. 

I hope you will excuse the liberty an utter stranger and 
also an utterly obscure person takes in writing to you. 

Amongst the many very brilliant things you have said 
and in the many very brilliant books you have written-and 
I have read a good few of them-I never heard of or saw 
anything you have said or written on our Scottish National 
Bard, Robert Burns. It would greatly interest the humble 
but, we flatter ourselves, not utterly stupid, circle in which T 
move to know exactly what you think of him. 

Of course we Scots are rather sensitive about Burns, but 
we are not so narrow-minded, I hope, as to take it amiss 
if your opinion of him is not altogether favourable. In any 
case, whether favourable or the reverse, it would certainly 
be interesting. 

Again apologising for troubling you, 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 

WILLlAM PRIEST. 

Shaw returned the letter-with his reply:-

Burns was an authentic poet whose word-music has always 
given me the greatest pleasure, and who had the Scottish 
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gift of making his vices more amiable than other people's 
virtues. Also he had a great man's sense of human values. 

He gave a crushing demonstration of the qrtistic superiority 
of living dialect to academic letters. 

G. BERNARD SHAW, 

en voyage to N.Z. 

17/2 /34. 

Towards the end of 1950, Mr. Priest died at Balmedie 
Eventide Home, and his step-sister, Mrs. M. Pirie, 27 York 
Place, Aberdeen, found the letter amongst his belongings. 

Wisely, she realised its value to Burnsians, and through the 
offices of Mr. Alex. B. Garden, also of Aberdeen, the Burns 
Federation has been made the recipient of the letter, which, 
suitably framed, now hangs in the Burns House Club, Glasgow. 

For permission to print a facsimile of Shaw's letter we ar(" 
indebted to The Society of Authors, 84 Dray ton Gardens, 
London. 

BURNS IN COURT 

In the early months of 195I-and for the fourth time that 
year-Harry Ballanger, of no fixed abode, was in the dock at 
Edinburgh Burgh Court. 

Charged with being drunk and incapable, Harry had no 
bewigged counsel to plead on his behalf; but he was not without 
a defence. 

"Have you anything to say before sentence is pronounced?" 
asked Bailie George Romanes. 

Harry looked him in the eye. 
"I'd just like to say this, your Honour: -

'Then gently scan your brother man, 
Still gentler sister woman; 

Tho' they may gang a kennin wrang, 
To step aside is human:" 

Unhappily, this quotation from Burns's Address to the Unco 
Guid did not impress the Bailie. 

"You're going to be a great poet," he said. "Two pounds or 
twenty days." 



NEW BOOK ON BURNS 
AN IMPORTANT CRITICAL STIJDY 

This year will see an outstanding addition to the wealth of 
literature on Burns. 

The book, Robert Burns by David Daiches, has already 
appeared in America and is to be published in Britain this 

, spring by Messrs. George Bell & Sons, Ltd. 
It is a work which will remain, in all probability, the most 

complete critical survey of Burns's poetry for a long time to 
come. 

Professor Daiches-he is Professor of English in Cornell 
University-is well equipped for his task. He was born in 
Sunderland, educated at Edinburgh University and at Oxford, 
and is now engaged in an extensive survey of Scottish literature. 
His critical works include Poetry and the Modern World, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Virginia Wooll, and Willa Cather. In his 
study of the last-named novelist, Professor Daiches said that her 
search had been for "a pattern of values that adds to the possi
bilities of discrimination as well as of zest. " It is a similar 
pattern that he himself weaves in this book on Burns. 

In his preface, he acknowledges that he has drawn upon 
letters, such standard documents as the narratives of Gilbert 
Burns and John Murdoch, and adds that his indebtedness to 
older editors, such as Currie, Cromek, Chambers, Wallace and 
Scott Douglas, will be evident to any· reader who is familiar 
with Burns scholarship. Consequently, the biographical matter 
tells us nothing new; but, on the other hand, it is not intended 
that it should do so. Professor Daiches is a critic whose aim 
is to examine Burns's poetic achievement, and to explain that 
achievement, its development and the influences behind it, he is 
frequently drawn into biography. 

From the opening paragraph he is in no doubt about Burns's 
place. "His work represented the last brilliant flare-up of a 
Scottish literary tradition that had been developing for centuries 
and that in the eighteenth century was in its final, disintegrating 
phase, and his character was to a large extent moulded by the 
impact of the rising world of urban gentility on the final phase 
of this tradition. . .. If we look at Burns, not through the 
teleological spectacles of the mappers of literary movements, but 
in the context of the social and cultural forces of the Scotland 
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of his day, we shall be less likely to misunderstand his achieve
ment and misread his poetry." 

This first chapter, the Scottish Literary Tradition, is well 
worth reading for itself, taking us, as it does, through the con
fusion, disasters, and triumphs of our cultural heritage. We see 
Burns, not as the "Heaven-taught ploughman" of Henry 
Mackenzie, but as an intrinsic part of Scotland's story. 

Professor Daiches is keenly analytical, and little, if anything 
escapes him. For instance, he is warm in his praise of To A 
Mouse, but quick to notice that To A Mountain Daisy is 
self-conscious and intended for contemporary sentimental taste. 
While he is prompt to applaud wHen he finds Burns working 
in the Scottish literary tradition, he is equally as ready to remind 
us that "it does not follow that when Burns wrote in Scots 
he wrote well." Elegy on Captain Matthew Henderson he 
regards as "a lifeless performance." 

He takes a frank and sensible view of The Merry Muses of 
Caledonia, pointing out that a great deal of nonsense has been 
talked about this collection of poems. The majority, he main
tains, "are traditional or improvements of traditional pieces, and 
it would thus be true to say that a minority of them are Burns's 
own." 

Seldom, in fact, has Burns had a critic who has dealt with 
his work so justly and intelligently. Professor Daiches is-as 
always-generous with quotations, and the blurb on the jacket 
is not far from the mark in claiming that Burns's poetry has 
never been so fully explored. 

There is, nevertheless, one criticism: there are too many small 
and irritating misprints. "I red ye weel, tak core 0' skaith," 
ought to be "care 0' skaith"; the line, "An, while I kittle hair 
of thairms," should read "hair on thairms"; while, in the index, 
James Murdoch is given as Murdock. No useful purpose can be 
served here by extending the list. It is to be hoped that Messrs. 
George Bell & Sons will remove this Raw when they bring out 
the British edition; for otherwise the work is first-rate and deserves 
rectification. Burns emerges well from this searching examination. 
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[So that readers may assess for themselves the value of Robert 

Burns, by David Daiches, the Burns Chronicle has obtained the 
First British Serial Rights of the following passages from the 
book.] 

The Kilmarnock volume opens with "The Twa Dogs, a Tale." 
This poem was not one of Burns's earliest but was written 
(or at least completed) in February, 1786, after he had almost 
decided on publication. It shows Burns under the influence 
neither of the sentimental English models which inspired, unfor
tunately, so much of his earlier work nor of the pure folk 
tradition, but of the older Scottish literary tradition which 
descended to him through Ramsay and Fergusson. Scottish 
literature has always had a particular aptness for handling 
animal stories: Robert Henryson in the fifteenth century had 
in his Fables treated his animal characters with a much more 
lively human feeling than was usual in the medieval beast fable, 
and later poets maintained a tradition of comic or mock-heroic 
treatment of animals which Burns seized on with gusto. The 
immediate model of the poem was probably Fergusson's "Mutual 
Complaint of Plainstanes and Causey," which, like "The Twa 
Dogs," was written in octosyllabic couplets and takes the form 
of a dialogue (between the footpath and the main part of the 
road) after a preliminary description of the general setting. Burns 
had caught from Fergusson the conversational ease in handling 
this verse form which was to be such a feature of his best 
verse letters. Fergusson begins the dialogue part of his poem in 
this relaxed manner (plainstanes is speaking): 

My friend, thir hunder years and mair, 
We've been forfoughen late and air, 
In sunshine, and in weety weather, 
Our thrawart lot we bure thegither. 

This is the accent that Burns caught and improved on in "The 
Twa Dogs." He moves into the poem with a splendid ease : 
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'Twas in that place 0' Scodand's isle, 
That bears the name 0' auld king Coil, 
Upon a bonie day in June, 
When wearing thro' the afternoon, 
Twa dogs, that were na thrang at hame, 
Forgather'd ance upon a time. 

The reader finds himself accepting the human characteristics of 
the dogs before he is aware of it. "Twa dogs, that were na thrang 
at hame" -the explanation of how they happened to be free to 
forgather and chat convinces us by its sheer matter-of-factness. 
The note of complacent gossip continues: 

The first I'll name, they ca'd him Caesar, 
Was keepit for 'His Honor's' pleasure; 
His hair, his size, his mouth, his lugs, 
Shew'd he was nane 0' Scodand's dogs, 
But whalpet some place far abroad, 
Whare sailors gang to fish for cod. 

-He was a Newfoundland dog, in fact, and a gentleman

His locked, letter'd, braw brass-collar 
Shew'd him the gentleman an' scholar. 

Burns preserves a straight face as he proceeds to catalogue 
Caesar's qualities, and the smooth, flexible trot of the rhymed 
octosyllables helps him to do so. The other dog, Luath, 
modelled on a faithful animal of his own that had recendy 
been killed, was no aristocrat, but, like the poet himself, "a 
rhyming, ranting, roving billie": 

He was a gash an' faithfu' tyke, 
As ever lap a sheugh or dyke. 
His honest, sonsie, baws'nt face, 
Ay gat him friends in ilka place; 
His breast was white, his tousie back, 
Wee! clad wi' coat 0' glossy black; 
His gawsie tail, wi' upward curl, 
Hung owre his hurdies wi' a swirl. 

There is a sense of triumph in those last two lines, with its 
joyful description of Luath's up-curling tail keyed to poverty 
and democracy by the use of the familiar vernacular word 
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"hurdies." This is no plowman poet artlessly warbling what 
he sees around him, but a conscious artist deliberately exploiting 
the resources of his native dialect and a literary tradition of 
his people to present a picture, half-humorous, half-ironic, both 
of animals as men and (by implication) of men as animals. 
(The irony glances obliquely from "hurdies"; the description 
had started off like that of a knight's plume or a coat-of-arms, 
but comes slyly to earth on this word. We are reminded that 
Burns had written to Dr. Moore: "I have not the most distant 
pretensions to what the pye-coated guardians of escutcheons call, 
A Gentleman.") 

The dialogue that follows is most artfully constructed. Caesar 
begins by pitying the kind of life led by poor dogs such as 
Luath, and Luath agrees that life among the poor has its 
disadvantages but that jt also has its compensations: 

But how it comes, I never kent yet, 
They're maistly wonderfu' contented; 
An' buirdly chiels, and clever hizzies, 
Are bred in sic a way as this is. 

Caesar replies by pointing out that nevertheless the poor are 
contemptuously treated by the gentry-and by now we have an 
idea of where the poem is going: it is going to be a social satire. 
Caesar's picture of the treatment of the poor by the rich is 
drawn from Burns's own memories of his fathe~'s treatment by 
his landlord in the last years of his life, and behind the lively 
description there is a gdm note. Luath replies with a moving 
picture of the bright side of rustic life, which is nevertheless 
(unlike "the Cotter's Saturday Night") utterly free from 
sentimentality: 

The dearest comfort 0' their lives, 
Their grushie weans an' faithfu' wives; 
The prattling things are just their pride, 
That sweetens a' their fire-side. 

An' whyles twalpennie worth 0' nappy 
Can mak the bodies unco happy; 
They lay aside their private cares, 
To mind the Kirk an' State affairs; 
They'll talk 0' patronage and priests, 
Wi' kindlin fury i' their breasts, 
Or tell what new taxation's comin, 
An' ferlie at the folk in Lon'on. 
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As bleak-fac'd Hallowmass returns, 
They get the jovial, rantin kirns, 
When rural life, 0' ev'ry station, 
Unite in common recreation; 
Love blinks, Wit slaps, an' social Mirth 
Forgets there's Care upo' the earth. 

That merry day the year begins, 
They bar the door on frosty win's; 
The nappy reeks wi' mandin ream, 
An' sheds a heart-inspirin steam; 
The luntin pipe, an' sneeshin mill, 
Are handed round wi' right guid will; 
The cantie auld folks crackin crouse, 
The young anes rantin thro' the house
My heart has been sae fain to see them, 
That I for joy hae barkit wi' them. 

Then comes the unexpected turn in the poem. Luath makes 
a reference to the great man going to London to attend Parlia
ment, "for Britain's guid his saul indentin," when he is inter
rupted by Caesar: 

Haith, lad, ye litde ken about it; 
For Britain's guid! guid faith! I doubt it. 
Say rather, gaun as Premiers lead him, 
An' saying aye or no's they bid him: 
At operas an' plays parading, 
Mortgaging, gambling, masquerading: 
Or maybe, in a frolic daft, 
To Hague or Calais taks a waft, 
To mak a tour an' tak a whirl, 
To learn bon ton, an' see the worl'. 

There, at Vienna or Versailles, 
He rives his father's auld entails; 
Or by Madrid he taks the rout, 
To thrum guitars an' fecht wi' nowt; 
Or down Italian vista stardes, 
Whore-hunting amang groves 0' myrdes: 
Then bowses drumlie German water, 
To mak himsellook fair an' fatter, 
An' clear the consequential sorrows, 
Love-gifts of Carnival Signoras. 

For Britain's guid! for her destruction I 
Wi' dissipation, feud, an' faction. 
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The dog who had begun by pitying the poor now leads the 
attack on the rich, and henceforth it is Luath who does the 
tut-tutting. It's true, says Caesar, that great folks need not· 
starve or sweat, 

But human bodies are sic fools, 
For a' their colleges an' schools, 
That when nae real ills perplex them, 
They mak enow themsels to vex them. 

By now the ambling, conversational quality of the verse which 
we found in the earlier part of the poem has changed into a 
brisk, sharp-toned, satirical style. The indictment flashes forth 
with wit and point, and Burns achieves in octosyllables some
thing of what Pope achieved with the heroic couplet. The 
fine contempt of "For a' their colleges and schools" (deriving 
in part from the key word "schools" rhyming with the earlier 
key word "fools") and the sneer suggested by the double rhyme 
of "perplex them" with "vex them" show a complete mastery 
of the art of satirical verse. 

The contemptuous picture is built up to a climax: 

The ladies arm-in-arm in clusters, 
As great an' gracious a' as sisters; 
But hear their absent thoughts 0' ither, 
They're a' run deils an' jads thegither. 
Whyles, owre the wee bit cup an' platie, 
They sip the scandal-potion pretty; 
Or lee-lang nights, wi' crabbit leuks 
Pore owre the devil's pictur'd beuks; 
Stake on a chance a farmer's stackyard, 
An' cheat like ony unhang'd blackguard. 

It has been fancy swordplay up to this point, but with that last 
couplet the victims are hit over the head with a club. There is 
a pause, then a slight modification of the indictment in a couplet 
that stands in a verse paragraph of its own-

There's some exceptions, man an' woman; 
But this is Gentry's life in common-

before the poet rounds off his poem with a perfect little coda: 
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By this, the sun was out 0' sight, 
An' darker gloamin brought the night: 
The bum-dock humm'd wi' lazy drone, 
The kye stood rowtin i' the loan; 
When up they gat an' shook their lugs, 
Rejoic'd they were na men, but dogs; 
An' each took aff his several way, 
Resolv'd to meet some ither day. 

The two dogs melt quietly into the evening landscape, in lines 
that remind one of the opening of Gray's "Elegy"; then the poet 
makes a final ironic gesture ("Rejoic'd they were na men but 

, dogs") before ending with the quiet matter-of-factness with which 
he had 6pened. 

* * * * * * * 
The poem which follows is one of the best known and most 

admired of all Burns's works, "The Cotter's Saturday Night." 
It was written in 1785 or early in 1786, very probably with an 
eye to publication. It is certainly directed at that genteel audience 
whom Burns never kept an eye on without loss. And in fact, 
though the poem contains several fine single stanzas, it is very 
imperfect. "It is the most artificial and the most imitative of 
Burns's works," wrote Henley and Henderson in their notes to 
the Centenary Edition, with some exaggeration but with a great 
deal of truth; it is certainly the most imitative and artificial of 
his major works. "Not only is the influence of Gray's Elegy 
conspicuous," these editors add, "but also there are echoes of 
Pope, Thomson, Goldsmith, and even Milton; while the stanza, 
which was taken, not from Spenser, whom Burns had not then 
read, but from Beattie and Shenstone, is so purely English as to 
lie outside the range of Burns's experience and accomplishment." 
These are severe words, but on the whole they are justified, even 
though the point is not that Pope, Thomson, Goldsmith, "and 
even Milton" (why the influence of Milton should be surprising 
is not clear) influenced Burns's style in this poem but that in 
composing it he was writing with one eye on his subject and 
another squinting at the kind of audience whom he sought to 
please by imitating these poets. The original inspiration came 
from "The Farmer's Ingle" of Fergusson, a more successful 
though a less ambitious poem. In expanding the scope of the 
work from a simple but moving picture of the Scottish farmer 
at home into a selfconsciously moralistic poem, Burns has 
weakened the effect of his fine descriptive passages and spoiled 
the tone of the piece as a whole. 



SOME CRITICAL EXTRACTS 

Here is the opening of "The Farmer's Ingle": 
Whan gloming grey out o'er the welkin keeks, 

Whan Batie ca's his owsen to the byre, 
Whan Thrasher John, sair dung, his barn-door steeks, 

And lusty lasses at the dighting tire: 
What bangs fu' leal the e'enings coming cauld, 

And gars snaw-tapit winter freeze in vain; 
Gars dowie mortals look baith blyth and bauld, 

Nor fley'd wi' a' the poortith 0' the plain; 
Begin, my Muse, and chant in hamely strain. 

Frae the big stack, weel winnow't on the hill, 
Wi' divets theekit frae the weet and drift, 

Sods, peats, and heath'ry trufs the chimley fill, 
And gar their thick'ning smeek salute the lift; 

The gudeman, new come hame, is blyth to find, 
Whan he out o'er the halland flings his een, 

That ilka turn is handled to his mind, 
That a' his housie looks sae cosh and clean; 
For cleanly house looes he, tho' e'er sae mean. 

Weel kens the gudewife that the pleughs require 
A heartsome meltith, and refreshing synd 

0' nappy liquor, o'er a bleezing fire: 
Sair wark and poortith douna weel be join'd. 

Wi' butter'd bannocks now the girdle reeks, 
I' the far nook the bowie briskly reams; 

The readied kail stand by the chimley cheeks, 
And had the riggin het wi' welcome steams, 
Whilk than the daintiest kitchen nicer seems. 

The praise of rustic good, the oblique criticism of luxurious 
living, is here in Fergusson as it is in "The Cotter's Saturday 
Night," but it js brought in naturally and without posturing; 
this is true, also, of Fergusson's handling of the patriotic note, 
a note which is sounded too stridently in Burns's poem. "The 
Farmer's Ingle" continues: 

Frae this lat gentler gabs a lesson lear; 
Wad they to labouring lend an eidant hand, 

They'd rax fell strang upo' the simplest fare, 
Nor find their stamacks ever at a stand. 

Fu' hale and healthy wad they pass the day, 
At night in calmest slumbers dose fu' sound, 

Nor doctor need their weary life to spae, 
Nor drogs their noddle and their sense confound, 
Till death slip sleely on, and gi'e the hindmost wound. 



SOME CRITICAL EXTRACTS 

When Fergusson goes on to describe the family's conversation, 
he does not, as Burns does, suddenly begin moralising about 
the possibility of "a wretch, a villain, lost to love and truth" > 

seducing one of the farmer's daughters and proceed to execrate 
this hypothetical character, but instead mentions casually how 
they gossip about the affairs and illegitimate children of their 
neighbours (and one must remember how common illegitimate 
children were in the eighteenth-century Scottish countryside): 

The couthy cracks begin whan supper's o'er, 
The cheering bicker gars them glibly gash 

0' simmer's showery blinks and winters sour, 
Whase floods did erst their mailins produce hash: 

'Bout kirk and market eke their tales gae on, 
How Jock woo'd Jenny here to be his bride, 

And there how Marion, for a bastard son, 
Upo' the cutty-stool was forc'd to ride, 
The waefu' scald 0' our Mess John to bide. 

The children are ready for bed now, and have their bedtime 
story before they retire for the night: 

The fient a chiep's amang the bairnies now; 
For a' their anger's wi' their hunger gane: 

Ay maun the childer, wi' a fastin mou', 
Grumble and greet, and make an unco mane, 

In rangles round before the ingle's low: 
Frae gudame's mouth auld warld tale they hear, 

0' Warlocks louping round the Wirikow, 
0' gaists that win in glen and kirk-yard drear, 

Whilk touzles a' their tap, and gars them shak wi' fear. 

Finally, everybody is ready for sleep: the oil lamp is flickering 
low, conversation lags, and "tacksman [farmer] and cotter eke to 
bed maun steer." Fergusson ends the poem with a superb stanza 
of simple benediction: 

Peace to the husbandman and a' his tribe, 
Whase care fells a' our wants frae year to year; 

Lang may his sock and couter turn the gleyb, 
And bauks 0' corn bend down wi' laded ear. 

May SCOTIA'S simmers ay look gay and green, 
Her yellow har'sts frae scowry blasts decreed; 

May a' her tenants sit fu' snug and bien, 
Frae the hard grip of ails and poortith freed, 
And a lang lasting train 0' peaceful hours succeed. 
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Burns is not content to stay within the limits of his model. 
The very fact that he dedicated "The Cotter's Saturday Night" 
to Robert Aiken, the bustling, sentimental, but extremely pr.actical 
Ayr lawyer, is an indication of his desire to keep an eye on a 
city audience; for, although "Orator Bob" was a convivial and 
democratic soul who admired Burns's Scots poems and spoke the 
Doric himself, apparently his purpose in this poem is to stand 
for the genteel man of feeling. The opening stanza (which 
sounds as though it had been added to the poem as an after
thought) is full of the posturing which Burns was led into when 
he wrote with the genteel tradition too much in mind. 

My lov'd, my honor'd, much respected friend! 
No mercenary Bard his homage pays; 

With honest pride, I scorn each selfish end, 
My dearest meed, a friend's esteem and praise: 
To you I sing, in simple Scottish lays, 

The lowly train in life's sequester'd scene; 
The native feelings strong, the guileless ways, 

What Aiken in a cottage would have been; 
Ah! tho' his worth unknown, far happier there, I ween ! 

Here is that touchy emphasis on pride again, that unnecessary 
disclaimer of mercenary motives-which appears quite ludicrous 
when embodied in a Spenserian stanza-and a preposterous senti
mentalism which could actually suggest that the plump and 
prosperous little lawyer would have been happier in a cottage 
than in his comfortable house in Ayr! The two lines which 
contain this fantastic suggestion ring false even to the casual 
ear. 

But if we forget this absurd opening and treat the second 
verse as the real beginning, we have at once what promises to 
be a grand poem: 

November chill blaws loud wi' angry sugh; 
The short'ning winter-day is near a close; 

The miry beasts retreating frae the pleugh; 
The black'ning trains 0' craws to their repose: 
The toil-worn cotter frae his labour goes, 

This night his weekly moil is at an end, 
Collects his spades, his mattocks, and his hoes, 

Hoping the morn in ease and rest to spend, 
And weary, o'er the moor, his course does hameward 

bend. 
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This is a richer verse than the opening of "The Farmer's 
Ingle": the line is slower and more musical, and fits perfectly 
the sense of weariness that hangs over the stanza and culminates 
in the long, slow last line. Burns js clearly reaching out to 
something more elaborate than the simpler (but effective) verse 
of Fergusson, and jf he could have kept the whole poem in the 
key of this stanza the achievement would have been remarkable. 

The third verse is not quite, so successful (the "aged tree" in 
the second line sounds rather like a stage property, and the last 
line is too propositional and lacks the weight such a line requires 
if it is to balance the stanza adequately). But the tone has not 
yet changed: 

At length his lonely cot appears in view, 
Beneath the shelter of an aged tree; 

Th' expectant wee things, toddlin, stacher through 
To meet their dad, wi' flichterin noise and glee. 
His wee bit ingle, blinkin bonilie, 

His clean hearth-stane, his thrifty wifie's smile, 
The lisping infant, prattling on his knee, 

Does a' his weary carking cares beguile, 
And makes him quite forget his labour and his toil. 

In addition to the defects noted, one might object also to "the 
lisping infant, prattling on his knee," as too stylised and con
ventional a picture to fit a realistically drawn cottage interior. 
We should prefer the "bairnies" of "The Farmer's Ingle." Never
theless, the poem has not yet gone off the rails. (We are 
ignoring the opening verse, and considering the poem as begin
ning with the second.) 

In the next stanza the verse is lighter and not quite so well 
adapted to the elaborate Spenserian stanza (Burns would have 
done better to use Fergusson's simpler form): 

Belyve, the elder bairns come drappin in, 
At service out, amang the farmers roun'; 

Some ca' the pleugh, some herd, some tentie rin 
A cannie errand to a neebor town: 
Their eldest hope, their Jenny, woman grown, 

In youthfu' bloom, love sparkling in her e'e, 
Comes hame, perhaps, to shew a braw new gown, 

Or deposit her sair-won penny-fee, 
To help her parents dear, if they in hardship be. 
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The only serious fault to find here is the last line, which has a 
curious, stilted air, and like the final line of the preceding verse 
is not adequate to balance the stanza as a whole. 

The next verse is a curious mixture of Scots realism and 
eighteenth-century convention, and it marks the beginning of a 
serious confusion in the poem: 

With joy unfeign'd, brothers and sisters meet, 
And each for other's welfare kindly spiers: 

The social hours, swift-wing'd, unnotic'd fleet; 
Each tells the uncos that he sees or hears. 
The parents, part.ial, eye their hopeful years; 

Anticipation forward points the view; 
The mother, wi' her needle and her shears, 

Gars auld claes look amaist as weel's the new; 
The father mixes a' wi' admonition due. 

Terms like "social hours" hardly sort well with !uch straight
forward expression as "each tells the uncos that he sees or hears," 
while in the last four lines the juxtaposition of a personified 
AntiCipation pointing the way like Washington crossing the 
Delaware and the simple, realistic statement that 

The mother, wi' her needle and her shears, 
Gars auld claes look amaist as weel's the new; 

is even more awkward. 
There is something, too, rather overdeliberate and sententio~s 

about the picture of the father intervening in the conversation 
periodically in order to utter moral sententiae: 

The father mixes a' wi' admonition due, 

though this is very probably how William Burnes behaved. The 
development, in the following stanza, of the picture of the 
father giving advice in scriptural language may well be realistic 
enough, and it adds a note of gravity which is not forced or 
unprepared for; nevertheless, the presentation of the father as a 
Biblical patriarch has a note of complacency about it which is 
faintly disturbing. 

The picture which follows, of a "neebor lad" coming in to 
see Jenny, is tight with self-consciousness, in spite of some happy 
touches. The mother seems overconcerned lest the boy be some 
"wild, worthless rake," and the description of her inquiring his 
name "with heart-struck, anxious care" is out of key with the 
general picture of a typical cotter's Saturday night, suggesting 

B 
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rather that this is a particular crisis in Jenny's life. The pose 
becomes more and more artificial, and when Burns, the greatest 
of all celebrators of the way of a man with a maid in its most 
unsophisticated form, pauses to contemplate \ the possibility of 
Jenny's seduction, we do not have to know anything of the 
history of the poet's own relations with women to notice at 
once the absurd artificiality of the stanza in such a context: 

Is there, in human form, that bears a heart
A wretch! a villain I lost to love and truth ! 

That can, with ~tudied, sly, ensnaring art, 
Betray sweet Jenny's unsuspecting youth? 
Curse on his perjur'd arts I dissembling smooth ! 

Are honor, virtue, conscience, all exil'd? 
Is there no pity, no relenting ruth, 

Points to the parents fondling o'er their child? 
1;hen paints the ruin'd maid, and their distraction wild! 

The ruined maid, who comes from The Man of Feeling and 
other sentimental works of the period, is an artificial and melo
dramatic figure in this humble cottage. This verse is, in fact, 
full of melodramatic gestures, such as "Curse on his perjur'd 
arts" -we almost see the villain in a black cloak and curled 
black moustachios--and the redundant, conventional language 
("Is there no pity, no relenting ruth?") shows how far away 
from good writing Burns could get when he moved into a 
tradition in which he was not at home. The point was not 
that Burns was wrong to write in English; he could write 
excellent English verse, and some of his best songs are in English, 
but this is poetic diction of the worst kind and is clearly linked 
to the artificial pose which Burns, at this stage of the poem, 
was endeavouring to maintain. 

It is perhaps not wholly irrelevant to add that in terms of the 
morals of the Scottish peasantry in Burns's day, a "maid" Was 
not "ruined" if she was seduced before marriage; there were 
many cases of the birth of a child preceding the marriage of 
the lovers, who $ubsequently became perfectly respectable citizens, 
and the history of Burns's own relations with Jean Armour
by no means unique in this respect-bears this out. But there 
is no need to judge the stanza on the basis of sociological accuracy 
in order to see what is wrong with it. On purely technical 
grounds it can be seen to be impossible in this context. 

It is with relief that we turn back, in the next verse, to the 
simple activities of the cottagers: 
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But now the supper: crowns their simple board, 
The halesome parritch, chief of Scotia's food: 

The soupe their only hawkie does afford, 
That 'yont the hallan snugly chows her cood : 
The dame brings forth, in complimental mood, 

To grace the lad, her weel-hain'd kebbuck, fell, 
And aft he's prest, and aft he ca's it guid; 

The frugal wifie, garrulous, will tell, 
How 'twas a towmond auld, sin' lint was i' the bell. 
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This is admirable, and the subsequent picture of family prayers 
shows how Burns could introduce dignity and religion into his 
picture without artificial posturing. This is the true tone of 
rustic worship, and something on which Fergusson does not 
touch: 

The cheerfu' supper done, wi' serious face, 
They, round the ingle, form a circle wide; 

The sire turns o'er, wi' patriarchal grace, 
The big ha'-bible, ance his father's pride: 
His bonnet rev'rendy is laid aside, 

His lyart haffets wearing thin and bare; 
Those strains that once did sweet in Zion glide, 

He wales a portion with judicious care; 
And "Let us worship God!" he says, with solemn air. 

The next three verses, giving the theme of their prayers and 
praises, have no trace of Scots in their diction. This is perfecdy 
appropriate, as well as historically accurate, for the Scottish rustic 
of the period would in fact move into the language of the 
King James Bible on such occasions. Burns makes this transi
tion natural and effective, and we get a sense of a conscious 
move from the secular to the religious in the family behaviour. 
More questionable is the sixteenth verse of the poem, with its 
quotation from Pope's "Windsor Forest" (duly acknowledged 
by Burns in a footnote) and the rather doubtful attempt at 
metaphysical sublimity in the last line, 

While circling Time moves round in an eternal sphere. 

Burns probably had in mind Addison's hymn: 

What though in solemn silence all 
Move round the dark terrestial ball; 
What though nor real voice nor sound 
Amidst their radiant orbs be found? .. 
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There follows a somewhat jntrusive stanza, also in standard 
English, in which Burns contrasts the simple "language of the 
soul" with "Religion's pride, / In all the pomp of method, and 
of art," to the disadvantage of the latter. Here, again, Burns's 
attempt both to be his subject and to stand outside it and show 
it off to a genteel audience spoils the poem. We return from 
this moralising to the cottage scene: 

Then homeward all take off their sev'ral way; 
The youngling cottagers retire to rest. . . . 

That second line sounds rather forced beside Fergusson's 

The fient a chiep's among the bairnies now, 

and when we are presented with another picture of the parents 
at prayer, we begin to wonder impatiently whether these cottagers 
do not spend all their time at their devotions. 

The poem moves into its conclusion, jn the nineteenth stanza, 
with a fine line, simple and impressive, which promises well: 

From scenes like these old Scotia's grandeur springs, 

but once again Burns moves into his exhibitionist moralising: 

And certes, in fair virtue's heavenly road, 
The cottage leaves the palace far behind; 

What is a lordling's pomp? a cumbrous load, 
Disguising oft the wretch of human kind, 
Studied in arts of hell, in wickedness refin'd ! 

The patriotic emotion which follows js genuine enough) and 
the expression has a certain power in spite of its conventional 
abstractions: 

o Scotia I my dear, my native soil I 
For whom my warmest wish to Heaven is sent! 

Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil 
Be blest with health, and peace, and sweet content! 

And, O! may Heaven their simple lives prevent 
From luxury's contagion, weak and vile! 

Then, howe'er crowns and coronets be rent, 
A virtuous populace may rise the while, 
And stand a wall of fire around their much-loved isle. 

But he overdoes the patriotic note, and in his final stanza seems 
to forget altogether the real theme of his poem: 
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o Thou! who pour'd the patriotic tide, 
That stream'd thro' Wallace's undaunted heart; 

Who dar'd to, nobly, stem tyrannic pride, 
Or nobly die, the second glorious part, 
(The patriot's God, peculiarly Thou art, 
His friend, inspirer, guardian, and reward!) 
o never, never, Scotia's realm desert, 

But still the patriot, and the patriot-bard, 
In bright succession raise, her ornament and guard! 
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There is probably no poem of Burns's in whkh the introduction 
of an artificial personality has spoiled a potentially fine work 
to the extent that it has in "The Cotter's Saturday Night." The 
main trouble is that the poet has kept shifting his attitude, 
and with it his diction, between several incompatible positions. 
He is at one time the sympathetic, realistic observer; at another 
he is almost the cotter himself; at still another he is the 
sophisticated moralist acting as guide, showing off his rustic 
characters for the benefit of a sentimental, genteel audience. 
That audience appreciated the exhibition Burns prepared for 
them; Henry Mackenzie mentioned the poem as an "advan
tageous" example "of the tender and the moral," and The 
English Review of February, 1787, singled it out as "the best 
poem in the collection." "It is written," wrote this reviewer, 
"in the stanza of Spenser, which probably our bard acquired 
from Thomson's 'Castle of Indolence' and Beattie's 'Minstrel.' 
It describes one of the happiest and most affecting scenes to 
be found in a country life, and draws a domestic picture of 
rustic simplicity, natural tenderness, and innocent passion that 
must please every reader whose feelings are not perverted." 

In spite of-perhaps because of-such praise, Burns must have 
known that there were incongruous elements in the poem, and 
known exactly what they were. It would be going too far to 
say that he must have known that these incongruous elements 
were faults, for his taste was never sure when he moved into 
the English sentimental tradition. He seems to have been trying 
to give scope and dignity to his work by grafting on these 
suggestions from Gray and Shenstone and Beattie. He was 
making the same mistake that Matthew Arnold made when he 
denied high seriousness to Burns; for neither realised that high 
seriousness can be achieved in all sorts of ways (including the 
use of irony) without being overtly present. Burns imagined 
that these moral gestures, these melodramatic attitudes and sel£
conscious displays of himself as a man of feeling, would add 



22 SOME CRITICAL EXTRAcTS 

that high seriousness. In fact, of course, they only spoiled 
the poem, and (as Matthew Arnold conceded) there is more real 
"high seriousness" in 

We twa hae paidI'd in the burn, 
Frae morning sun till dine; 

But seas between us braid hae roar'd 
Sin' auld lang syne 

than in any of the poems he wrote with an eye on the genteel 
tradition of his time. There is certainly a far more profound 
understanding of the relation between the sexes in "The Ranting 
Dog, the Daddie. O't," the poem he wrote for Jean when she 
bore his child out of wedlock, than in any of his remarks 
about Jenny and the risks she ran from country rakes in "The 
Cotter's Saturday Night." The critic of Burns can always appeal 
from Philip drunk to Philip sober, from Burns as a self-conscious 
man of feeling to Burns the inspired Scottish poet. If Burns 
did not know what was wrong with his picture of the cotter, 
there were dozens of his own poems that could have told him. 

* * * * * * * * 
"Tarn 0' Shanter" is Burns's most sustained single poetic 

effort, as well as the only example among his poems of this 
kind of narrative poetry. It was written at a time when he was 
beset with all kinds of difficulties and worries, after a spell of 
scanty production. And it showed him a master of verse 
narrative as no Scots poet had been since the fifteenth century. 
The speed and verve of the narration, the fine, flexible use 
of the octo syllabic couplet, the effective handling of the verse 
paragraph demonstrate a degree of craftsmanship that few other 
users of this verse form have achieved. Matthew Prior, who 
also used octosyllabic couplets for narrative poetry, had some
thing of this ease and fluency, but Prior's verse tales have a city 
swagger about them, a deliberate air of a man about town display
ing his humour and familiarity, as well as a looseness of structure 
and little concern for the verse paragraph, which put them far 
below "Tarn 0' Shanter" in literary quality. 

The opening of the poem marks the characteristically Scottish 
contrast between the wild weather outside and the snug fireside 
within. This introductory section, describing Tarn drinking 
happily at the inn, has a structure of its own, and moves to a 
climax at the end of the seventh verse paragraph. The first 
twelve lines give us first a brief but vivid impression of market 
day at a country town, with the evening closing in, and then 
an equally vivid picture of the farmer's wife waiting suspiciously 
at home for his return : 
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When chapman billies leave the street, 
And drouthy neebors, neebors meet, 
As market-days are wearing late, 
An' folk begin to tak the gate; 
While we sit bousing at the nappy, 
An' getting fou and unco happy, 
We think na on the lang Scots miles, 
The mosses, waters, slaps, and styles, 
That lie between us and our hame, 
Whare sits our sulky sullen dame, 
Gathering her brows like gathering storm, 
Nursing her wrath to keep it warm. 

There is a pause here, before Burns proceeds to nail the 
general description down by applying to Tam 0' Shanter, in 
four sturdy lines: 

This truth fand honest Tam 0' Shanter, 
As he frae Ayr ae night did canter, 
(Auld Ayr, wham ne'er a town surpasses, 
For honest men and bonny lasses). 

The parenthetical remark about "auld Ayr" and its inhabitant 
adds just the note of familiarity, of personal knowledge, that the 
mood of the poem requires. This is an anecdote told by someone 
who knows the hero and his environment; Tam becomes one of 
us, and the casual note of compliment to Ayr puts the reader, 
as it were, up at the bar, having a drink with the narrator. 

The perspective shifts a Httle in the lines that follow. After 
another pause (and it should be noted how effectively Burns 
places his pauses and varies his tempo) the narrator takes the 
reader by the arm and moves with him to the rear of the pub, 
from which they look at the back of the unconscious Tam as 
he drinks at the bar with his cronies, and remind themselves 
of his faults and of his waiting wife: 

o Tam I had'st thou but been sae wise, 
As ta'en thy ain wife Kate's advice! 
She tauld thee weel thou was a skellum, 
A blethering, blustering, drunken blellum; 
That frae November till October, 
Ae market-day thou was nae sober. 

And as the narrator lets himself go in depicting Tam's wife's 
view of Tam (which becomes as it proceeds also our view of 
him), he bre2ks out with a somewhat beery generalisation: 
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Ah, gentle dames! it gars me greet, 
To think how mony counsels sweet, 
How mony lengthen'd, sage advices, 
The husband frae the wife despises I 

The narrator is lost for a moment in contemplation of the 
stupidity of men (of other men, that is). And all the time 
Tam, growing more and more· unconscious of the demands of 
domesticity, morality, or even self-preservation, is drinking 
happily at the bar with his cronies: 

But to our tale: Ae market-night, 
Tam had got planted unco right; 
Fast by an ingle, bleezing finely, 
Wi' reaming swats, that drank divinely; 
And at his elbow, Souter Johnny, 
His ancient, trusty, drouthy crony; 

Then comes the climax of good fellowship: 

Tam lo'ed him like a very bdther; 
They had been fou for weeks thegither. 

Here there is another pause, and then the narrator again describes 
how the hour is growing later and the night wilder: 

The night drave on wi' sangs and clatter; 
And ay the ale was growing better: 
The landlady and Tam grew gracious, 
Wi' favours, secret, sweet, and precious: 
The Souter tauld his queerest stories; 
The landlord's laugh was ready chorus: 
The storm without might rair and rustle, 
Tam did na mind the storm a whistle . 

• 
And then we come to the climax of this iriterior and to the 

end of the first section of the poem: 

Care, mad to see a man sae happy, 
E'en drown'd himsel amang the nappy: 
As bees flee hame wi' lades 0' treasure, 
The minutes wing'd their way wi' pleasure: 
Kings may be blest, but Tam was glorious, 
O'er a' the ills 0' life victorious! 
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The picture of the jovial interior is expanded, in a blaze of 
happy sympathy, into a celebration of Tam's mood. The double 
rhymes ("happy" and "nappy"; "treasure" and "pleasure") help 
to give the impression of a grand, carefree, snap of the fingers, 
while the final rhyming of "glorious" with "victorious" sounds 
a slightly drunken organ note which swells the climax of this 
account of Tam's state of mind. 

There is a long pause now, and the echoes of that "glorious" 
and "victorious" die away in the reader's ears. Then, in a most 
interesting transitional passage, the tone is suddenly changed, 
and the narrator, using standard English and talking with 
deliberate sententiousness, brings the cold world of reality into 
this warm atmosphere. First, we have a series of deliberately 
poetic generalisations about the transitory nature of human 
pleasures, and the application is then punched home with a 
proverbial statement in simple, direct language and a return 
to Scots diction and to Tam: 

, 

But pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You seize the flow'r, its bloom is shed; 
Or like the snow falls in the river, 
A moment white-then melts for ever; 
Or like the borealis race, 
That flit ere you can point their place; 
Or like the rainbow's lovely form 
Evanishing amid the storm.-
Nae man can tether time or tide; 
The hour approaches Tam maun ride; 
That hour, 0' night's black arch the key-stane, 
That dreary hour he mounts his beast in; 
And sic a night he taks the road in, 
As ne'er poor sinner was abroad in. 

Mr. Edwin Muir cites the eight lines in standard English as proof 
of his thesis that ever since the end of the Middle Ages the Scot, 
because of the peculiar linguistic and cultural situation in which 
he found himself, has had to feel in Scots and think in English. 
But it would have been easy for Burns to have found a number 
of Scots proverbial lines which would have expressed the thought 
conveyed by the lines about the poppi!'!s and the borealis. The 
point here is not, surely, that the poet is introducing thought 
and must therefore employ standard English, but that he 
is being deliberate, cold, and formal, in order to contrast the 
unwelcome truth about pleasure with Tam's cosy feeling about 
it. The English in these lines is a deliberately "fancy" English, 
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piling up simile after simile as though to draw attention to the 
literary quality of the utterance. Mr. Muir's explanation-he 
sees it simply as English. Burns is seeking a form of expression 
which will set the sternness of objective fact against the warm; 
cosy, and self-deluding view of the half-intoxicated Tam, and 
he wants to do this with just a touch of irony. What more effec
tive device than to employ a deliberate neoclassic English poetic 
diction in these lines? 

The next verse paragraph builds up the storm scene until it 
reaches the point where the name of the Devil can be introduced. 
The climatic couplet which concludes it rings out as a warning 
of supernatural terrors to come: 

That night, a child might understand, 
The Deil had business on his hand. 

We return to Tam and follow him as he rides "thro' dub 
and mire," crooning to himself to keep his courage up but not 
forgetting to look round. 

wi' prudent cares, 
Lest bogIes catch him unawares: 

And so he approaches the haunted kirk: 

Kirk-Alloway was drawing nigh, 
Whare ghaists and houlets nighdy cry.-

We now move, after a pause, to another paragraph, in which 
Kirk-Alloway is introduced as a climax of a series of horrors: 

By this time he was 'cross the ford, 
Whare, in the snaw, the chapman smoor'd; 
And past the birks and meikle stane, 
Whare drunken Charlie brak's neck-bane; 
And thro' the whins, and by the cairn, 
Where hunters fand the murder'd bairn; 
And near the thorn, aboon the well, 
Whare Mungo's mither hang'd hersel.
Before him Doon pours all his floods; 
The doubling storm roars thro' the woods; 
The lightnings flash frae pole to pole; 
Near and more near the thunders roll : 
When, glimmering thro' the groaning trees, 
Kirk-Alloway seem'd in a bleeze. 

Tam hears the sound of "mirth and dancing" coming from the 
kirk, and at this point Burns pauses, and breaks into an exclama-



SOME CRITICAL EXTRACTS 

tion of wonder at the boldness which whisky can inspire. This 
interruption effectively keeps the reader in suspense and gives 
him an excuse to dismiss, if he so wishes, all that Tarn saw 
as the product of the man's drunken imagination. It is to be 
noted that Burns nearly always provided this "out" in his super
natural scenes: yet before the poem is over we find that he 
has made all details but one (Maggie's loss of her tail) capable 
of rational explanation. This set the formula used ever since in 
tales of the supernatural. 

Inspiring bold John Barleycorn ! 
What dangers thou canst make us scorn ! 

Thus inspired, Tarn presses forward, in spite of the reluctance 
of Maggie his mare: 

And, wow! Tarn saw an unco sight! 

This sharp, sudden, exclamatory line is very different in move
ment from the slower exclamation about the effects of whisky, 

Inspiring bold John Barleycorn ! 

In the later line he is not halting the narrative to make a generali
sation but pressing forward into his tale in a mood of sudden 
excitement and astonishment. There follows immediately the 
eerie catalogue of what Tam saw: 

Warlocks and witches in a dance; 
Nae cotillion, brent new frae France, 
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys, and reels, 
Put life and metde in their heels. 
A winnock-bunker in the east, 
There sat auld Nick, in shape 0' beast; 
A towzie tyke, black, grim, and large, 
To gie them music was his charge: 
He screw'd the pipes and gart them skirl, 
Till roof and rafters a' did dirl. 
Coffins stood round, like open presses, 
That shaw'd the dead in their last dresses; 
And by some devilish cantraip slight 
Each in its cauld hand held a light 
By which heroic Tarn was able 
To note upon the haly table, 
A murderer's banes in gibbet airns; 
Twa span-lang, wee, unchristen'd bairns; 
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A thief, new-cutted frae a rape, 
Wi' his last gasp his gab did gape; 
Five tomahawks, wi' blude red-rusted; 
Five scymitars, wi' murder crusted; 
A garter, which a babe had strangled; 
A knife, a father's throat had mangled, 
Whom his ain son 0' life bereft, 
The grey hairs yet stack to the heft; 
Wi' mair 0' horrible and awefu', 
Which even to name wad be unlawfu'. 

The note of superstitious terror is exaggerated here almost to 
the point of absurdity, and certainly to the point where some kind 
of humorous effect is achieved. Here is the devil of folklore, Auld 
Nick, surrounded by all his traditional properties. The objects 
described are so monstrously horrible that they are not quite real, 
like the setting of an eighteenth-century Gothic novel, and so a 
note of comic mockery emerges, as though Burns is gently laugh
ing at people who could believe in such things. Yet this note 
does not lessen the suspense. Tarn all this while has remained 
motionless on his mare, watching the incredible scene, and the 
longer the description the more interested we become in finding 
out how Tam has reacted. But Burns deftly increases our suspense 
with another exclamation, one of a series planted effectively at 
intervals throughout the poem: 

Now, Tarn, 0 Tarn! had thae been queans, 
A' plump and strapping in their teens, 
Their sarks, instead 0' creeshie Bannen, 
Been snaw-white seventeen hunder linen! 
Thir breeks 0' mine, my only pair, 
That ance were plush, 0' gude blue hair, 
I wad hae gi'en them off my hurdies, 
For ae blink 0' the bonie burdies! 

But wither'd beldams, auld and droll, 
Rigwoodie hags wad spean a foal, 
Lowping and flinging on a crummock, 
I wonder didna turn thy stomach. 

We return to Tarn, whose discerning eye has picked out one 
of the witches as a "winsome wench and wawlie," though Burns 
makes clear in a parenthetical description of her that once she 
grew to her full witch status she would -ao serious damage in the 
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countryside. For a moment, however, the picture of Nannie 
dancing is humall and strangely touching: 

Her cutty sark, 0' Paisley ham, 
That while a lassie she had worn, 
In longitude tho' sorely scanty, 
It was her best, and she was vauntie.
Ah! little kend thy reverend grannie, 
That sark she coft for her wee Nannie, 
Wi' two pund Scots (,twas a' her riches), 
Wad ever grac'd a dance of witches! 

The suggestion of a fall from an earlier happy, human state gives 
a momentary flash of pathos to the narrative; but it is modified 
by humour and not sustained long enough to threaten the mood 
of the poem as a whole. 

The next verse paragraph describes Nannie's furious dancing, 
the verse getting faster and faster, carrying the reader along 
with a rush, until he becomes identified with Tarn as he shouts 
applause. And with that shout the scene changes abrupdy: 

Till first ae caper, syne anither, 
Tarn tint his reason a' thegither, 
And roars out, "Weel done, Cutty-sark !" 
And in an instant all was dark; 
And scarcely had he Maggie rallied, 
When out the hellish legion sallied. 

It is interesting that the change is described without taking a 
new paragraph: to begin a new paragraph after Tarn's shout 
would be to suggest a pause between the shout and the resulting 
change, whereas the effect of sudden alteration is desired. So 
Burns describes the beginning of the witches' attack without 
taking breath and only after he has got the attack going does 
he ,pause. The next paragraph continues and elaborates the 
description of the pursuing witches and the fleeing Maggie : 

As bees bizz out wi' angry fyke, 
When plundering herds assail their byke; . . 
So Maggie runs, the witches follow, 
Wi' mony an eldritch skreech and hollo. 

At this moment of suspense Burns deliberately tantalises the 
reader again by holding up the narrative while he wags his finger 
and shakes his head at Tarn. The poet's mock-sympathetic 
confidence in his hero's doom has comic implications, which are 
reinforced by the imagery: 

/ 
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Ah. Tam! Ah, Tam! thou'll get thy fairin ! 
In hell they'll roast thee like a herriu ! 

Maggie pushes on; the verse-after that sudden slowing down
gains speed again, until Tam and his mare gain the bridge, 
and safety, for witches cannot cross running water. But Nannie, 
pressing close behind, had removed poor Maggie's tail: 

For Nannie, far before the rest, 
Hard upon noble Maggie prest, 
And flew at Tam wi' furious ettle; 
But little wist she Maggie's mettle
Ae spring brought off her master hale, 
But left behind her ain grey tail : 
The carlin claught her by the rump, 
And left poor Maggie scarce a stump. 

There is an abrupt pause at this point. The story is now 
told, but the poet's tone indicates that something more is to 
come. And, after the expectant pause, it does come-a mock 
moral, a deliberately absurd oversimplification of the meaning 
of the tale to make it a warning against drinking and wenching: 

Now, wha this tale 0' truth shall read, 
Ilk man and mother's son, take heed: 
Whene'er to drink you are inclin'd, 
Or cutty-sarks run in your mind, 
Think! ye may buy the joys o'er dear, 
Remember Tam 0' Shanter's mare. 

And on that note of "Remember!" -like the speech of the ghost 
in Hamlet-the poem comes to an end. 

Among the many qualities of "Tarn 0' Shanter" which show 
Burns's technical skill in handling this kind of verse narrative
the effective use of the octosyllabic couplet, the variations in 
tempo, the use of the verse paragraph, and the placing of the 
pauses-perhaps the most remarkable is his handling of the tone 
of the poem. The tone is at once comic and full of suspense, 
shrewd yet irresponsible, mocking yet sympathetic; there is a fine 
balance here between mere supernatural anecdote and the pre
cisely etched realistic picture, and it is maintained throughout the 
poem. "Tarn 0' Shanter" is the work of a virtuoso. Yet it is the 
only verse narrative of its kind that Burns wrote, the product (if 
tradition is to be trusted) of one day's truancy from the work 
and worries of his farm and his excise duties during one of his 
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most troubled periods. Clearly, with a little leisure and a little 
relief from the "carking cares" that continually pressed on him, 
many other new aspects of his poetic genius might have been as 
profitably explored. It is easy to see why Burns, wiser than his 
Edinburgh advisers, continually longed for a government job 
which would leave him with some time of his own. 

* * * * * * * * 
The variety of Burns's love songs is remarkable. There are 

hardly two which follow the same pattern. There are many 
poems in which a profession of love is linked with description 
of nature, but each poem has its own way of making the connec
tion; Burns never seems to have exhausted his resources here. 
The second version of "Ca' the Yowes to the Knowes" begins 
by distilling a mood of complete pastoral peace, then, with this 
as a background, pronounces a simple benediction on the beloved, 
and ends with a profession of love almost heartbreaking in its 
intensity-yet with never a trace of sentimentality or sel£
indulgent emotion. The parts of the song are. bound together 
by the traditional pastoral chorus. The earlier version, which 
has the same chorus, is really quite a different poem, much more 
folklike in idiom and situation, and preserving a considerable 
amount of the folk poem on which it was based. Burns never 
claimed the first version as wholly his, for he wrote of it in the 
interleaved Museum: "This beautiful song is in the true old 
Scotch taste, yet I do not know that ever either air or words 
were in print before." The melody, one of the loveliest in all 
Scottish song, was discovered by Burns. "I am flattered at your 
adopting 'Ca' the Yowes to the Knowes,' as it was owing to 
me that ever it saw the light," he wrote to Thomson in 
September, 1794. "About seven years ago, I was well acquainted 
with a worthy little fdlow of a Clergyman, a Mr. Clunzie, who 
sung it charmingly; & at my request, Mr. Clarke took it down 
from his singing.-When I gave it to Johnson, I added some 
Stanzas to the song & mended others [ the first version had 
appeared in the third volume of the Museum], but still it will 
not do for you.-In a solitary stroll which I took to-day, I tried 
my hand on a few pastoral lines following up the idea of the 
chorus, which I would preserve." The result was something 
memorable: 

Ca' the yowes to the knowes, 
Ca' them whare the heather growes, 
Ca' them whare the burnie rowes, 

My bonie dearie. 
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Hark, the mavis' evening sang 
Sounding Clouden's woods amang; 
Then a-faulding let us gang, 

My bonie dearie. 

Two stanzas follow, depicting town and country silent in the 
moonlight, then comes the benediction: 

Ghaist nor bogie shalt thou fear; 
Thou'rt to love and heaven sae dear, 
Nocht of ill may come thee near, 

My bonie dearie. 

The concluding is a profession of love: 

Fair and lovely as thou art, 
Thou hast stown my very heart; 
I can die-but canna part, 

My bonie dearie. 

But the words are meant for the music, and the sdng must be 
judged as a song. Thomson, characteristically, printed it with 
the wrong tune. 

A very different use of images from nature js found in "A 
Red, Red Rose," a simple love song based on folk materials, 
first published jn the fifth volume of the Museum. Nowhere 
in literature has that combination of swagger and tender protec
tiveness so characteristic of the male in love been so perfecdy 
captured, and it is all done by simple sjmiles and simple 
exaggeration: 

o my Luve's like a red, red rose, 
That's newly sprung in June. 

o my Luve's like the melodie 
That's sweetly play'd in tune. 

As fair art thou, my bonie lass, 
So deep in luve am I; 

And I will love thee still, my Dear, 
Till a' the seas gang dry. 

The note of protective male tenderness js often sounded in 
Burns's love poetry, though it js by no means the dominant note. 
He can think of love as passion, possession, or mere abandonment 
to physical desire, but he returns again and again to this pro
tective note, and he sounds it most effectively in one of the ve£Y 

# 
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last songs he wrote, "Oh, Wert Thou in the Cauld Blast." This 
was written for Jessie Lewars, sister of John Lewars, Burns's 
fellow exciseman. Jessie helped to nurse him in his final illness, 
and a few weeks before his death she played for him on her 
piano her favourite air, "Lenox, Love to Blantyre" (also known 
as "The Wren"). Having mastered the melody, the dying poet 
wrote to it this song for her: 

Oh, wert thou in the cauld blast, 
On yonder lea, on yonder lea; 

My plaidie to the angry airt, 
I'd shelter thee, I'd shelter thee: 

Or did misfortune's bitter storms 
Around thee blaw, around thee blaw, 

Thy bield should be my bosom, 
To share it a', to share it a'. 

Or were I in the wildest waste, 
Sae black and bare, sae black and bare, 

The desert were a paradise, 
If thou wert there, if thou wert there. 

Or were I monarch 0' the globe, 
Wi' thee to reign, wi' thee to reign; 

The brightest jewel in my crown, 
Wad be my queen, wad be my queen. 

Burns used all his resources as a song writer to reverse the real 
roles of himself and his nurse, and in doing so evoked with a 
passionate simplicity the mood of love as protection. 

There are other, less well known, love songs that deserve 
discussion, but it must suffice to mention only one of these, 
"The Posie," one of the least known and one of the most 
beautiful. It first appeared in the fourth volume of the Museum, 
set to one of the finest of eighteenth-century melodies. The 
words, which move with a splendid lilt, fit the music perfectly. 

o luve will venture in where it daur na weel be seen, 
o luve will venture in where wisdom ance has been, 
But I will doun yon river rove, amang the woods sae green, 
And a' to pu' a posie to my ain dear May .... 

Finally, we must mention "John Anderson, My To," a poem of 
love in old age, in which Burns's feeling for domesticity and 
companionship fuses with the love theme to produce a very 
different kind of love sOQg. The title and the stanza form are 
traditional, but the poem as Burns produced it is wholly original. 

c 
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The version of "John Anderson My Jo" which appears in The 
M e"y M uses represents the kind of older poem Burns had to 
work with; jt is an amusing but wholly obscene poem, in which 
a lustful woman reproaches her ageing husband for having lost 
something of his earlier sexual potency. Burns's poem illustrates 
how perfectly he could express a "great commonplace"; it is 
the old ubi sunt theme linked to that of love and expressed 
through a specific situatWn. It is the wife addressing the 
husband: 

John Anderson, my jo, John, 
When we were first acquent; 

Your locks were like the raven, 
Your bony brow was brent; 

But now your brow is beld, John, 
Yours locks are like the snaw; 

But blessings on your frosty pow, 
John Anderson, my jo. 

John Anderson, my jo, John, 
We clamb the hill thegither; 

And mony a canty day, John, 
We've had wi' ane anither: 

Now we maun totter down, John, 
And hand in hand we'll go; 

And sleep thegither at the foot, 
John Anderson, my jo. 

Burns avoids sentimentality jn a poem of this kind by avoiding 
generalisations and by projecting the emotion through a concrete 
situation. He learned to do this from the folk tradition, and he 
developed a skill in the handling of images which helped him 
enormously jn the task of providing for common emotions a 
local habitation and a name. Nowhere is this better illustrated 
than in "Auld Lang Syne," which projects perfectly a mood of 
remembered friendship with almost no use of generalisation. 
Nothing can be further removed from Dante's 

than Burns's 

nessun maggior dolore, 
che ricordarsi del tempo fdice 
nella miseria 

We twa hae paidl'd in the burn, 
Frae morning sun till dine; 

But seas between us braid hae roar'd, 
Sin auld lang syne, 
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yet the two poets are talking about very similar things-remem
brance of past happiness. Burns did not work through an 
intellectual and moral system as Dante and Milton did, and he 
was therefore incapable of writing good reflective or philosophical 
poetry. It is the concrete experience that he uses to project 
significance; when he tries the generalisation he either fails or 
is forced into a rhetorical tradition in which he is not really at 
home, and certainly not at his best. 



J. c. EWING 

A TRIBUTE BY JOHN MCVIE ' 

The number of men and women who can be recognised as 
real authorities on Burns is small. In each generation there has 
been some lover of Burns who has stood head and shoulders 
above his contemporaries as an authority on the works of the 
Poet and their meaning for us, and there is little doubt that 
the name of James Cameron Ewing, who died on 5th January, 
1951, has been to the forefront for many years among Burns 
experts in Scotland. 

Born in Glasgow in 1871, Mr. Ewing attended Glasgow 
High School and Garnethill School. He served an apprenticeship 
as a pupil teacher, but he felt that teaching was not in his line 
and that books most definitely were, and thus, in 1890, he joineJ 
the staff of the Mitchell Library. In 1904, he was appointed 
librarian at Baillie's Institution and Free Library in West Regen~ 
Street, Glasgow. He was there for twenty-two years, and thereafter 
returned to the Mitchell Library for special cataloguing work, 
after modernising the library of The Glasgow Herald. 

It was a pleasure to visit him in the room devoted to the 
Scottish poets, where the Mitchell Library houses its Burns 
Collection. That collection of Burns's works is the most extensive 
in the world, comprising some three thousand volumes from th~ 
first editions of 1786 to the very latest. The interesting guide 
to the collection, which Mr. Ewing compiled, must have been 
a laborious task, which only a real lover of Burns could have. 
accomplished. 

He was a Fellow of the Library Association and assisted at 
the Burns Centenary Exhibition in Glasgow in 1896, and at the 
Burns Section of the Scottish National Exhibition in Glasgow in 
1911 • 

Mr. Ewing wrote several books dealing with the bibliography 
of Burns, and for twenty-three years he was editor of the Burns 
Chronicle, contributing to it also many original articles. He 
edited the Chronicle with meticulous care--every statement being 
thoroughly substantiated before it appeared in print, his articles 
were always authoritative. As Professor Hans Hecht once said, 
he was a "devoted, circumspect and sharpsighted editor." 

In addition to his Bibliography of Burns, 1759-1796, and tht' 
volume dealing with the Letters of Burns to Clarinda, he pub-



J. C. EWING 37 

lished in facsimile in 1927 Burns's Journal of a Tour in the 
Highlands and along with the late Mr. Davidson Cook he issueJ 
in 1938, also in facsimile, Burns'f First Commonplace Book 
(1783-1785), both with introductions and transcripts. 

Mr. Ewing was interested in other bibliography apart £rom 
Burns, and was a member of the Bibliographical Societies of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, of both of which he was president. 

Of an unassuming nature, he was modesty personified, and to 
his many Burns friends, the Second Series of the Chronicle, 
which he edited with so much acceptance, will remain his best 
memorial, as the First Series does for his predecessor, Dr 
Duncan McNaught. 



BURNS'S FINAL SETTLEMENT WITH CREECH 
A REVEALING DOCUMENT 

By A. M. DONALDSON 

In the possession of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 
Edinburgh, is a receipt given by Robert Burns to William 
Creech, dated the 27th of February, 1789, which, in all probability, 
represents the poet's final settlement with Creech for the proceeds 
of the sale ot the first Edinburgh edition of his poems, published 
in 1.787' 

The acquisition of this interesting document is described in 
Vol. VIII, Fourth Series, of the Proceedings of the Antiquaries 
of Scotland, Edinburgh, MDCCCCX, pages 284 and 285, as 
follows:-
(8) By Charles B. Boog Watson, F.S.A.Scot., through Dr. George 

Macdonald. Autograph of Robert Burns, being a receipt to 
Wm. Creech, in the following terms: -

EDINBURGH, February 27th, 1789. 
Received from Mr. Creech Eighteen Pounds Five Shillings 

Sterling payment of Fifty-Three copies of my Poems, given 
to Sir John Whitfoord's Subscribers and calculate twice in the 
Acct., and also of twenty more being the half of Forty Copies 
said to be given in presents. 

ROBT. BURNS. 

Mr. Boog Watson supplies the following particulars of 
the transmission of this interesting document in a letter to 
Dr. Macdonald accompanying the donation:-

"William Creech was, as we know, Burns's Edinburgh 
publisher, and must have taken this receipt from the poet 
in a receipt book kept for such entries, as shown by that or 
the back from a map-mounter and the stamp upon the corner 
of the slip. The book containing it came into the possession 
of my grandfather, the Rev. Charles Watson-Iater D.D.-· 
of Burntisland, who was cousin to Creech and heir under 
his will. Creech died in January, 1815. 

"My grandfather, in going over the papers of Creech, 
must have found this signature and cut it out; he pasted i: 
into a scrap-book (which I have) among other autographs, 
franks, etc. Dr. Watson died in August, 1866. His widow 
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survived him till 1887, when the book came into possessio{. 
of her daughter, the late Mrs. Macgillivray, wife of the Rev. 
Alexander G. Macgillivray of Roseburn Free Church, wh" 
died in 188er-she died in September, 1909. Three or four 
years ago Mrs. Macgillivray changed her house and disposed 
of a lot of books, papers, etc. She gave me this scrap-book, 
whose valuable content was unknown to her. On looking 
through the book I found the Burns autograph and informec 
her of it, whereupon she confirmed the gift, and it has 
been in my possession ever since. About eighteen months ago 
I took it out of the book in order to exhibit it at a lecture 
on William Creech and then found the writing on the other 
side, till then concealed. I got it mounted in the double
glassed frame, and kept it in my writing-room, till, fearing it 
might somehow be lost, I made the offer of it to the Society 
of Antiquaries o~ Scotland for preservation in the National 
Museum of Antiquities." 

The signature on the receipt is in Burns's handwriting but 
the body of the receipt is in another hand. It does not resemble 
the handwriting of Creech and may well have been written by 
one of the clerks in Creech's office to Burns's dictation. The 
circumstances leading 4P to the writing of the receipt and its 
phraseology tend to support this hypothesis. Creech was 
Burns's literary agent for the first Edinburgh edition of his poems 
published in 1787, and it is well known from Burns's letters tn 
his friends that he had great difficulty in getting Creech to settle 
his account for the sale of the copyright and for the proceeds of the 
sale of this edition. It was almost two years from the time of 
publication before Creech paid off his debt. In a letter to 
Clarinda, dated 19th March, 1788, Burns referred to him as 
"that arch-rascal Creech," and in a letter to Dr. John Moore, 
dated 4th January, 1789, he wrote: "I cannot boast of Mr. 
Creech's ingenuous fair-dealing to me. He kept me hanging 
about Edinburgh from 7th August, 1789, untH the 13th April, 
1788, before he would condescend to give me a statement of 
affairs. Nor had I got it even then, but for an angry letter I 
wrote him, which irritated his pride. 'I could' not 'a tale,' but 
a detail 'unfold,' but who am I that should speak against the 
Lord's anointed Bailie of Edinburgh." Burns wrote to Jean 
from Edinburgh on 20th February, 1789: "I have settled matters 
greatly to my satisfaction with Mr. Creech. He is certainly n(>t 
what he should be nor has he given me what I should have, but 
I am better than I expected." When Burns wrote this, he had 
made his settlement orally with Creech, but it was not until 
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one week later (27th February, as shown on the receipt) that 
he received his money. 

He was no tyro at figures, as the accuracy and neatness of his 
Excise records prove, and he knew exactly how many copies of the 
Edinburgh edition had been printed. His bosom friend, William 
Smellie, was the printer, William Scott did the binding, and he 
could readily get the exact figures from them. By calculating 
the number of copies Creech had already paid him for, he could 
arrive at the balance for which hr. had yet to receive settlement. 
According to Burns's reckoning, Creech owed him for ninety-three 
copies. Creech disputed this, but Burns, on checking Creech's 
records, detected the duplication of the entry of payment for 
fifty-three copies delivered to Sir John Whitfoord's subscribers. 
This left forty copies unaccounted for, which Creech claimed he 
had given away as complimentary copies to promote sales. Burns 
considered this number far too high and asked Creech to name 
the persons to whom he had given these copies. Creech could 
go no more than half way to forty, and Burns, allowing him 
credit for twenty complimentary copies, demanded and got settle
ment for the other twenty. 

The words in the receipt, "said to be given in presents," do 
not, in my opinion, mean "said copies to be given by Creech in 
presents" as there was little likelihood of there being any unsold 
copies on hand as late as 27th February, 1789. They meal} 
"claimed by Creech to have been given by him in presents." 
The settlement for £18 5s. works out exactly right according to 
Burns's agreement with Creech, who, as Burn's agent, had to pay 
him 5s. for each copy he delivered to subscribers:-
Duplicate entry re S,r John Whitfoord's subscribers-

53 copies at 5s. £I3 5 () 
Copies claimed by Creech to have been given in 

presents, to which Burns disagreed-20 copies at 
5s. 5 0 0 

£I8 5 0 

Creech's profit came from the 500 copies he personally sub
scribed for and which he was privileged to sell at the non
subscribers' price of 6s. each. The matter of the duplicate entry 
for the fifty-three Whitfoord copies makes an interesting study. 
When Burns detected the duplication, he no doubt asked Creech 
to account for the other fifty-three copies. Creech could not d') 
so because he had in all probability sold them to non-subscribers 
at 6s. each, making 553 copies he had thus disposed of, together 
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Mr. John McVie , President of the Burns Federation, handing to Col. T. C. Dunlop the published 
volumes of the Scottish National Dictionary, gifted to the Burns Cottage Museum 
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with twenty more copies that he wa~ not able to prove he had 
given "in presents"-a total of 573 copies at a profit of IS. each. 

It must have galled Creech to accept the receipt as written, 
for Burns takes two digs at his agent: one for tricky bookkeeping 
in the Whitfoord entry and the other in which he disclaims 
Creech's story of the forty complimentary copies. Burns's use 
of the word "said" is most important in analysing the receipt. 

It is surprising that the significance of this receipt has escaped 
the notice of researchers. It is a revealing document of an 
important event in Burns's life-the publication and sale of the 
1787 Edinburgh edition. Furthermore, the £I8 Ss. he might 
have been tricked out of was a considerable sum in the latter 
part of the eighteenth century, being almost as much as he 
realised from the sale of the entire Kilmarnock Edition of 1786. 

THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL DICTIONARY 

Centuries hence-if culture still exists-the Scottish National 
Dictionary will serve as a memorial of our times. 

Its object is to preserve for future generations the language and 
literature of the Scottish race. A great deal has been done, 
but much more remains to be accomplished, and, in a letter to 
all Federated Club secretaries last August, Mr. John McVit::, 
then President of the Burns Federation and President of the 
Scottish National Dictionary Association Limited, had this to 
say:-

"The Burns Federation during the past ten years has earned 
the grateful thanks of the Scottish National Dictionary Association 
for the lead it has taken in helping to finance the production et 
the Scottish Dictionary, and before demitting office as President 
of the Federation I wish to add my personal thanks to all Clubs 
and individual members for the support they have given to my 
appeals on behalf of this great national enterprise. 

"Many Federated Clubs and Societies have become subscribers 
to the Dictionary by paying the cost of £20 in full or on ar. 
instalment basis of £4 a year, and in addition have given donations 
towards the cost of production, which continues to rise with the 
increasing expense of paper and printing. 

"There can be no better way of supporting the Federation's 
main object of encouraging the development of Scottish literature 
than by continuing to give financial help to the Dictionary. 
Vols. I and II and Parts I, 2 and 3 of Vo!. III have already been 



42 THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL DICTIONARY 

published and it is estimated that at least £20,000 will be required 
to see the remaining volumes through the press. 

"I trust that all Clubs will do their utmost during the coming 
year to assist in maintaining the invaluable help which the 
Federation is giving to the Dictionary, and send their contribu
tions, large or small, to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. James MacIntyre, 
17 New Road, Mauchline, Ayrshire." 

When we consider that much larger sums are thrown away 
on less worthy objects, it is a melancholy thought that such an 
appeal is still necessary. Unfortunately, all the people who want 
this and that for Scotland do not give financial support to the 
Dictionary. It would, in fact, be interesting to know how many 
"perfervid" SCots have given donations. Yet here is an oppor
tunity to do something practical and substantial towards the "puir 
auld Scotland" that they so often bemoan. 

All this apart, we must recognise that what was once said 
in the Burns Chronicle is still true: " ... the provision of funds 
for the Dictionary is largely a matter for individual SCotsmen 
themselves. " 

The work itself, remember, moves steadily on. The end of 
Part 3, Volume Ill, takes us to the word "Drave." All the 
copy for Part 4, containing the remainder of the letter D and 
the whole of the letter E, is now in the press. Material for the 
letter F is undergoing final revision, and the compilation of 
letters G and H is nearing completion. With material for 
later letters already compiled, this means that well over one-third 
of the Dictionary has been prepared. 

DICTIONARY GIFT TO BURNS COTTAGE 

On 23rd June, 1951, on behalf of the Dictionary Associatiol'\, 
Mr. John McVie, president of the Burns Federation, presented 
copies of the published volumes of the Scottish National 
Dictionary to the Burns Cottage Museum. 

In handing over the volumes to Col. T. C. Dunlop, for the 
Burns Cottage Trustees, Mr. McVie said that, as a keen student 
of Burns who had had the privilege of consulting the manu
scripts in the Cottage collection on many occasions, he had long 
had a~ admiration f9r the great national work that the Burns 
Cottage Trustees had done and were doing in the preservation 
of these MSS. He was therefore glad that it should be in his 
year of office as president of the Burns Federation that he shoull 
get this opportunity of showing his appreciation of that work. 
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"In the march through the ages," Mr. McVie went on, "our 
Scottish language has carried with it an ever increasing wealth 
of balladry and song. Much of the former was rescued from 
oblivion by Sir Waiter Scott and the latter was adorned and 
enriched by the skill of Burns's genius. The aim of the Scottish 
Dictionary is to preserve the main features of this nationai 
inheritance in a form worthy of our past history. 

"It is no ordinary Dictionary. It deals with all Scottish 
words from 1700 to the present day. The article on each word 
gives its grammatical function, its etymology, its various forms in 
the living dialects and its meanings, and a special feature is its 
rich and varied illustration of the meanings. The selection of 
quotations from the general and dialect literature of Scotland as 
well as from its living speech is intended to show or suggest all 
the activities of Scottish life and the outstanding features of 
Scottish character. 

"As the Scottish language has been embodied in the matchless 
melodies of Burns, I think it is very fitting that a copy of the 
Dictionary should be open to the inspection of his countless 
admirers who visit this shrine." 



THE BURNS PORTRAITS 

Portraits of Burns always arouse keen interest and speculation, 
and we are privileged to give the views of the late Mrs. Violet 
Burns Gowring, who, as a great-grand-daughter of Burns, spoke 
with a degree of authority. 

In a letter from St. Bede's, Eastbourne, on 24th November, 
1923, she discussed a Scotsman article on a portrait by Raeburn. 

"I am not of the opinion," declared Mrs. Gowring, "that the 
portrait in question is one of Robert Burns. We have no record 
in any way or any tradition in the family that Robert Burns 
ever sat to Raeburn for his portrait. 

"There is no doubt that Raeburn met Robert Burns and may 
have taken a sketch from which in later years he painted a 
portrait or portraits, but they would only /be painted from 
memory. 

"Robert Burns did sit to Naesmyth for his portrait; that' 
portrait was in my great-uncle's possession in Cheltenham until 
his death in 1872. He bequeathed it to the National Portrait 
Gallery in Edinburgh. 

"It seems, too, from the article in the Scotsman that Stewart 
Mackenzie must have painted a replica of the portrait of 'Bonnie 
Jean,' for the original is in my possession in Cheltenham-and 
also the receipted bill for same! 

"Mr. Nash is also incorrect in his statement that Mackenzie 
painted the portrait of 'Bonnie Jean' in Dumfries. It was painted 
in Edinburgh, Mrs. Burns and my mother going there on 
purpose. Originally it was only to be a small painting of my 
mother (then a very litde girl) to be sent out to India to her 
father, Col. James Glencairn Burns. When Mackenzie found out 
who they were, he insisted on painting the grandmother and 
grandchild together, but the picture was too large to go out to 
India! 

"My mother was born in 1821, so again Mr. Nash's dates 
are not accurate. Mackenzie's portrait must have been painted 
about 1825, but that date I can verify when I go down to 
Cheltenham. 

"Mackenzie was President of the Scottish Academy of 
Painters, and his work is very like Raeburn's, but he was not 
so artistic in his poses. 

"I am afraid this is a very long rigmarole, but I always feel 
sorry when these inaccuracies are forced on the public." 



BURNS ON THE STAGE 
A REVIEW OF "THE TRUE PATHOS" 

By GEORGE HUMPHREY 

Lovers of Burns look forward with interest and not a little 
trepidation to any play that has the poet as its central figure. 
Biographical plays are never too successful and may spring from 
a desire to celebrate the dead; but all too often the personality of 
the playwright becomes the principal theme. It is so important 
for authors to bring life and vitality to their characters that 
incidents need not be in chronological order; yet they cannot 
dogmatise too much upon the private conversation of men of 
genius or depart too much from known facts. 

The end of the first W orId War brought a demand in stage 
biography, with plays about Abraham Lincoln, Mary Stewart, 
Cromwell, Burns, Shakespeare, Byron, Pepys, the Brontes, 
Disraeli, Napoleon, Florence Nightingale, and The Barretts 0/ 
Wimpole Street (in which Browning's courtship was portrayed 
before an unsuspecting public). There were other plays, but
although it is good to find Burns in this exalted company-only 
The Ba"etts of Wimpole Street and John Drinkwater's Abraham 
Lincoln can be classified as successful. 

The True Pathos, by W. Bernard de Bear Nichol, is a play 
in three acts, with two scenes in each act. During the Guid 
Nychburris Festival Week at Dumfries, it ran in St. Mary's Hall 
for six nights, commencing 23rd June, I95I. On the first night 
it played for about five hours, and cuts, which were necessary 
from the original script, were all to the play's advantage. 

The first scene is set in Williamson the tailor's shop, where 
we meet Williamson, his apprentice Jock Jardine, Matthew 
Erskine, Burns and Maria Riddell. We learn that Erskine is 
head of a smuggling gang and Williamson is useful to him in 
disposing of the contraband silk. We learn also that Erskine 
has a grudge against Burns the gauger and means to get rid 
of him, and that for t:\lis purpose simple Jock Jardine, through 
J essie Lewers, has been able to obtain some incriminating 
evidence against Burns in the form of a play. Burns then makes 
his appearance for the purpose of being measured for his volunteer 
uniform. During this scene Erskine hides in Williamson's 
screened-off escritoire. Williamson very conveniently leaves a 
parcel of silk on the counter for Burns to discover, which he 
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does, but as he is here as a customer and not on gauger duty 
he decides to let the offence slip. He gives a warning to 
Williamson about Erskine, and adds that 'he (Burns) "may 
be a fool but not a damned fool." He then leaves, and we 
get a glimpse of Maria Riddell. She buys some silk for a 
rumple-knot. Erskine is introduced to Maria, and the talk centres 
round Burns and his advanced views. To prove what she c;ays, 
Maria sends the apprentice to bring Mr. Burns. When Burns 
arrives, she puts him through a catechism and gets him to 
admit he is a reformer (but surely there is a vast difference 
between a reformer and a red-hot revolutionist). 

Mrs. Riddell: Mr. Burns is a friend of the people. Hir 
writings so testify. Like me, he would cast down the government 
to-morrow if he could; yes, even by the shedding of blood. The 
blood of these grasping men who grind down the poor. 

All this suits Mr. Erskine. He makes a note of the conversa
tion and promptly sends a letter to the Revenue Board in 
Edinburgh. Thus ends the first scene. 

Comment: Why, with all Mrs. Riddell's friendship for Burns, 
should she be so anxious to commit Burns before a complete 
stranger whom she had just met? Mr. Erskine remained on the 
stage in very doubtful shadow while Mrs. Riddell put Burns 
through his catechism. It would have been more natural if 
Erskine had remained in Williamson's screened-off escritoire 
during the catechism, and it was difficult to believe that Jock 
Jardine, the simple lout, had anything in common with Jessie 
Lewars or in the purloining of Burns's manuscript. 

Act One, Scene Two-In a Dumfries tavern, where we meet 
Fykie, Mealie, Alecky and Jake (four low characters and 
evidently in the pay of Erskine), Dr. Maxwell, Mr. Sutherland, 
theatre manager, Maggie the innkeeper, Burns and Erskine. 
We learn of a smuggling affair at Annan. Burns tries to interest 
Sutherland in a play about Robert the Bruce, freedom and 
Scotland, but then as now box office receipts come first and 
Sutherland is not too keen. Burns tries to quell a row that 
has developed with the four low characters, but Mr. Erskint: 
is more successful with his forceful methods and tells Burns 
where he failed. 

Mr. Erskine: Come, come, sir, you take my iest with friend 
Fykie too seriously. I know some of your views, Mr. Burns
they do your heart credit. Treat all men as brothers; yes, of 
course, it says so in the good Book, but it doesn't work, sir, 
you saw it yourself. I got the peace which you were demanding 
wh-en I came in, but you asked them as if they were gentlemen, 



BURNS ON THE STAGE 47 

and I asked them as if they were pigs. W hieh request Illas 
hearkened to? 

Burns receives a note from Collector Mitchell asking that hp 
bring Mr. Erskine to him in connection with the smuggling 
affair at Annan. He goes with Burns, so we lose Mr. Erskine, 
who at least has been a causative character. This scene is 
brought to a close after developing into a drunken rabble. 

Comment: As this scene takes us nowhere, it would improve 
the play if it were omitted in its entirety. 

Act Two, Scene One-The parlour of Burns's house in Mill 
Street. The scene opens with Jean (Burns's wife) and Jessie 
Lewars. Reference is made to the ailing child, Elizabeth Riddell 
Burns, and the braw lady, Maria Riddell, who is about to visit 
them. Jean is a little concerned how to receive such a distin
guished visitor and hopes that Burns will arrive before the 
visitor. He does-in his bdght volunteer uniform. Jessie con
fesses to him that she had taken "papers" from his bureau to 
give to Jock Jardine (the play which Williamson and Erskine 
make use of for hs revolutionary matter) and had returned it. 
It is suggested that, at Erskine's behest, Jock was pressed into 
the Navy because he knew too much. Burns thinks Jessie is 
grieving for Jock, but the spell of Burns is on poor Jessie and 
her heart not at all for Jock. The arrival of Maria Riddell is 
announced. She asks Burns about her own poetical efforts, but 
Burns, refusing to flatter her, tells the truth, which is not 
complimentary. She retaliates that she is not prepared to use 
her influence to further the play that he is writing until it is 
approved by some competent authority. She endeavours to gt!t 
Burns to make love to her but is gently repulsed. Previously 
a parcel and a letter had ardved. The parcel contained a Paisley 
shawl for Jean from George Thomson. Burns was expecting a 
letter intimating his promotion to a supervisorship, but the lette!" 
was a summons to a Board meeting to explain why sentiments 
he had expressed were not in accordance with his position as a 
government officer. 

Comment: This scene could be tightened up by uninteresting 
talk being cut. 

Act Two, Scene Two-A week later; a room in Collector 
Mitchell's house. Here the inquiry is held on Burns's revolu
tionary principles by General Supervisor Corbet, Collector 
Mitchell, and District Supervisor Findlater. The indictment 
against Burns is referred to in seven items. 
I. That you have on various occasions expressed sentiment~ 
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favouring revolution-e.g., in conversation with Mrs. Maria 
Riddell in the shop of one Williamson, Tailor. 

2. That you at a private party, when a Toast was proposed to 
William Pitt, called for a bumper to George Washington, the 
greater man of the two. 

3. That at a military gathering you proposed a toast to Britain 
in which you stated that in the present war you hop~d our 
success would be, equal to the justice of our cause. 

4. That you have taken part in political activity in local elections 
in defiance of your position as a servant of His Majesty's 
Government. 

5. That after a performance of the play "As you like it," in the 
Theatre Royal, Dumfries, you started up the singing of the 
revolutionary song, "Ca Ira." 

6. That you have been observed to frequent the company of 
known sympathisers with the Girondist Movement in France
e.g., Dr. William Maxwell. 

7. That in your possession have been found notes of a rhetoricai 
speech circulated to inflame the passions of the mob if you 
were in a position to deliver it. 

Burns replies to this indictment as follows: -
Item 7 was a translation from Barbour. the poet describing 

Bruce's address to his soldiers. 
With regard to the toast complained of he pleads that one 

is allowed a certain liberty over the wine, to which General 
Supervisor Corbet generously concurs. 

To the singing of the revolutionary song his answer if, 
"Grossly untrue." . 

"] was in the theatre on that occasion but did not start or 
take part in the singing of it, as it is a tuneless ditty." 

To the other charges he claims the right as a freeborn Scotsman 
to make statements critical of the Government and claims the 
right to support a Whig candidate against a Tory, being ot 
Whig sympathies himself-and he also claims the right to choose 
his friends. 

Mitchell and Findlater strongly support Burns, and Corbet 
is not against him, though he has· a declaration for Burns to 
sign, promising that he will take no part in any political activitie". 
etc. Refusal to sign means that Burns's whole future as a'l 
Exciseman is finished. During this scene a hungry mob demon
strates outside, and stones are thrown through the window. 
Burns hesitates to sign, and when one of the rioters is brought 
into the room he again refuses. All three Excise officers plead 
with him to sign for the sake of his wife and bairns. For a 
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time Burns refuses to sign for this reason, but ultimately he does 
sign. The scene finishes with Jessie Lewars coming with the 
information that Burns's child, Elizabeth, has died, and she 
gently leads him from the room. 

Comment: As mentioned previously, not much was left to 
the imagination of the author, but in this scene he was at his 
best. It was by far the most interesting and convincing ~cene 
in the play. If the death of the child had to be announced in 
this scene, this, perhaps, should have been the deciding factor 
in getting Burns to sign away his birthright. 

Act Three, Scene One-In the kitchen of Burns's house. 
Jessie Lewars and Jean open this scene. Jean cannot read, and 
Jessie has to read a letter from Burns, who is at Brow undergoing 
seabathing treatment. With difficulty Jean is able to spell out 
slowly "My Dearest Jean," folds the letter and puts it in her 
bosom. Maria Ridden and Mr. Perry, a London editor, arrive. 
The object of his visit is to induce Burns to go to London 
and join the Morning Chronicle for the purpose of writing politi
cal propaganda. In the absence of Burns Jean turns down the 
offer as he would be completely out of his element. "When in 
London will he ever see a robin or hear a peasje whistle?" As 
a result of this interview Jean burns Tom Paine's Life of Man 
"to heat my girdle and brown my bannocks." Mrs. Riddell. 
with that strong belief in her powers, tries to overcome Jean. 
,decision but her effon is unavailing. She next makes a most 
scurrilous attack as she hands Jean a paper to read. Poor Jean 
has to hand jt back as she cannot read. 

Mrs. Ridden: And it's just as well. "Does haughty Gaul 
invasion threat" I Jingling, patriotic rubbish, and regretfully it 
has been copied in every newspaper in the country-you wrote 
that doggerel, Mrs. Burns. 

Jean: What" what wye ... 
Mrs. Ridden: It was written to save your skin and your 

squawking infants, and the inditing of that poem set Robert 
Burns on the road to sickness. 

We meet Robert Burns junior, who comes"in for a halfpenny 
and a bannock to give to a street musician. 

Jean: This is my eldest. Tell the lady how old you art', 
Robert. 

Robert jun.: I'm ten. My fayther's the gauger Robert Burns 
and he writes the best poetry in the world. 

Mrs. Ridden and Mr. Perry, not having accomplished the 
object of their visit, take their departure. 

Comment-Playwrights have a certain amount of liberty and 
D 
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licence and the author has framed the character of Maria Riddell 
on "Monody on a Lady famed for her Caprice" and "Epistle 
from Esopus to Maria," lampoons which Burns wrote during 
their estrangement and which he bitterly regretted afterwards. 
It might seem that Maria was out of character in making that 
scurrilous attack on Jean, but not so; she was still the Maria 
of the author's creation. We could have done with a less boastful 
Robert Burns, junior. 

Act Three, Scene Two-The main room in the licensed inn 
at the Brow Well. In this scene cutting was also necessary from 
the original script. The uncertainty of the future and his ailments 
have certainly aged Burns. It is clearly conveyed he is not long 
for this world. The innkeeper, Mrs. Davidson, is devoted to 
Burns. 

Burns: Leave the door open, leave the door, wumma1!, and 
let the sun shine; he'll no shine long for me. 

Mrs. Davidson: Are ye better noo? I thocht ye were in a 
dwam. 

Burns: Deil the fear o't. I feel fine and strong-there's a bit 
tune dirlin in my heid. The table, lassie-pen, ink and paper. 
Hurry. I may be deid the mOrn. This maun gang doon. Steer 
yoursel; come awa, another sang afore Idee. 

Burns rudely orders Mrs. Davidson to leave him in peace. 
He then takes his pen and writes:-
.. "Then come thou fairest of the fair, 

Those wanted smiles 0 let me share." 
Enter Mrs. Riddell: "Those wanted smiles 0 let me share." 
. . That was a pretty song. 
Burns: Too easy, ma'am, too easy by far. Between them 

Thomson and Johnston have ruined my ear. They gar me sing 
in English and my ideas grow barren and stupid. This tum-ti
tum-ti-tum . . . straight from Italy, and would God it had 
remained there. 

There is a final love scene between Burns and Maria when 
she hits him across the face with her stock and immediately 
apologises. 

Mrs. Riddell: I am ... I am sorry, Mr. Burns . .. I did not 
realise . .. I regret . .. I did not know you were so ill. You 
surprised me ... a man of your years . .. I hardly expected. 

Burns: I am not ill, ma'am. I am merely suffering from a 
temporary recession of the major faculties. I canna haud a pistol. 
And I canna haud a woman. I hae sympathy for your chestnut 
mare, ma'am (rubbing his cheek). I had aince thocht tae leave 
ye my spurs, but ye hardly need them. 
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Mrs. Riddell: So you are dead . . . at last. . old and dead. 
at last . ... 

Burns: Too late by far, ma' am. Too much evil done, for 
which I ask the Almighty's pardon. 

Mrs. Riddell: You have spilled your little life on the cottar 
girls of Scotland. 

Burns: Anyone of them worth twenty of the brazen hussie,· 
celebrated and admired in all the assemblies of the town. 

Mrs. Riddell: Then I hand you back to your kitchen wenches. 
I trust you may enjoy their future favours in every ditch in the 
county. 

Burns: Never fear, madam; a ditch or a hayloft can be softer 
than a princely bed that's cold. 

The visit of Dr. Maxwell follows, but the writing is on the 
wall; Burns's mind is made up that he is not going to get better. 
The doctor brings a letter from Williamson's solicitor suing for 
payment of his volunteer uniform, and the anguish this brings to 
the poet is most convincing. Maxwell asks about the progress 
of the play and learns that Burns has burnt it as Sutherland didn't 
want it and naebody else would have it, and why should It 

man write a play to read to himself? The scene finishes with 
Mrs. Davidson offering her life-long savings-eight sovereigns
to pay his debt. Burns refuses, but he opens the bag and takes 
out a sovereign. 

Burns: I'm taking ae sovereign, and I shall cairry it wi' mt 
on the long road and I'll tell St. Peter 0' the puir tavern wife 
wha gi'ed me a' her pelf. But ['11 no tell Peter your nam, 
Na, na, I'll just ca' ye Scotland. 

And thus the play ends. 

Comment: The last scene brings out most of The True Pathos. 
The play starts with Burns being measured for his uniform and 
ends by being dunned for its payment. Perhaps too much tS 

made of this incident. It is rather difficult to believe in this 
last love scene of Burns with the heavy hand of death on him 
even if we accept the author's explanation that he was suffering 
from a temporary recession of the major faculties. Then the 
accompanying duologue should have been more convincing and 
more in keeping with that temporary recession, and, if we take 
exception to the sordid utterances of Mrs. Riddell, we must 
remember she was still the Maria Riddell of the 'author's creation. 
We might have been spared that sovereign entrance fee to heaven. 
The play has been dug out of the old biographical quarries, an 
old story retold, yet it leaves some vivid impressions. A play 
without a central theme is always at a disadvantage which 
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episodes cannot overcome. The play dealing with the last few 
years of Burns's life in Dumfries naturally had considerable local 
interest and hero worship. The late William Archer, that 
eminent Scots dramatic critic, lays down three principles for the 
assessment of plays. 

I. Is it true to the visible and audible surfaces of life? 
2. Does it use the mechanism of the theatre in such a way to 

beget interest, suspense, anticipation, sudden and vivid 
realisation? 

3. Does the end of the play find the audience morally the better 
and intellectually the richer for it and does the play say and 
mean something? 

When shed of its local interest and hero worship, thii play 
will scarcely measure up to the Archer yardstick. 

The six scenes 'were well conceived and designed, but it took 
about an hour to carry out the various changes. The small and 
inconvenient stage was not conducive to quick changes. Some 
economy could be affected. All that happens in the kitche!l 
scene with little alterations could be transferred to the parlour 
scene. Old Bessie and Robert Burns junior are rather nondescript 
characters and would not be missed. The Dumfries tavern scene 
could be dispensed with. The only essentials worth retaining 
are the reference to the play Burns was writing and the smuggling 
affairs at Annan. The scene with Sutherland could easily take 
place in the parlour. These alterations would tighten up the 
play and save two changes of scene. 

And now a word about the production and the player.. 
Herbert A. W. Milne produced and made a really splendid 
effort. 
Colin Gordon as Williamson, the tailor, was just right and correct 

with his "Uriah Heep" characterisation. 
John Campbell as Jock Jardine, badly cast, was much too big and 

hefty for Williamson to throw about. 
John Walker as Matthew Erskine-always the gendeman, blJt 

never the smuggler spiv that he actually was. His speech was 
a litde too refined. 

Alex. Allan as Robert Burns, a really grand performance, always 
in character except perhaps when he orders Mrs. Davidson from 
the room. Of course, the words were put into his mouth 
by the author, but we did believe in his Robert Burns as a 
man and reformer. His varying shades of emotion can only 
be summed up as excellent. 
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Julia McCarthy as Maria Riddell. Some sympathy should be 
extended to this player as the author made her part rather 
unreal-hard, venomous and cruel, yet she was always in the 
character of the author's creation-vivacious, audacious and 
commanding and played with the utmost ease and repose 
throughout. 

Audrey Muir as Jean was not too happily cast-not just the type 
for Jean. Yet she had a certain amount of charm and appeal 
and had bright moments. 

Dorothy Scott as Jessie Lewars was competent and sure and always 
in character. 

Robert Clark as Dr. Maxwell had purely a supporting part, with 
little opportunity to shine. Everything came easy to thi~ 
player. Good performance. 

Robert Kerr as Mr. Sutherland was a little dandified and super
cilious, more of the actor than the manager-yet a spritely 
performance throughout with words and action always 
correlated. 

Herbert Milne as General Supervisor Corbet-was the dominating 
character in the inquisition scene-a really good performance. 

lan Fordyce as Collector Mitchell-suited the character perfectly 
-easy and efficient. 

William McCorkindale as Supervisor Findlater was rather young 
looking for the part, but nevertheless a good effort. 

Irving Millar as Mr. Perry was always the complete London editor, 
with never a trace of his Aberdeen descent. 

Ella Coles as Mrs. Davidson was perfection in the little she had 
to do. 



THE KILMARNOCK BURNS 
COpy SOLD FOR £750 

Few books create more excitement in the sale-room than the 
Kilmarnock Burns. 

The most recent appearance was at the premises of Messrs. 
Sotheby & Co., 34 and 35 New Bond Street, London, on 26th 
July, 1951, when a copy from an unnamed source brought £7'50 

Invited to give an account of the sale to the Burns Chronicle, 
this famous firm stated that the Kilmarnock Burns, lot 504 in 
the sale, was a very clean copy bound in red morocco by Rivi(:re, 
and about equivalent to the Marquess of Bute's copy which was 
sold for £880 in October, 1950. Lord Bute's copy was very 
slightly larger, and it is a well-known feature of the auction roon1 
that an object coming from a famous private collection fetches 
a higher price than a copy whose provenance is unknown. 

The Kilmarnock Burns sold on 26th July, 1951, was bought 
by Mr. Cherry Gerrard, a private collector, the underbidder 
being Mr. C. J. Sawyer, the head of the firm of that name. 

Asked what they thought about the future of the Kilmarnock 
Burns, Messrs. Sotheby said that it was impossible to forecast, 
as much depends on change of taste as well as alteration in the 
value of money, but, they added, "we should expect a copy in thf' 
original wrappers, uncut, to fetch a substantial price." 

Strange to think that in the fifties of last century a copy wa~ 
purchased by an Edinburgh dealer, James Stillie, for a shilling 
at a sale in Leith. In 1858, however, a copy was sold by auction 
in Edinburgh for £3 10S., and in the following year another onr 
realised £8. In 1869, two copies at auction in Edinburgh brought 
£10 and £14 respectively, and from then onwards the value 
steadily increased. In 1884 a London copy was sold for £73, 
and by 1890 copies were being disposed of at £107, £111, and 
£rI2. 

The first real sensation was in 1898 when a prime copy, 
"almost as fresh as when it left the shop of John Wilson, the 
printer, in 1786," was sold at auction for £590. It belonged to 
a Dundee collector, Mr. A. C. Lamb, and was in the original 
blue cover, with a number of pages uncut. 

Ten years later another perfect copy, the property of Mr 
J. S. Veitch, of Paisley, was bought for £1000 by the Burns 
Monument and Cottage Trustees. 

The Carysfort copy realised £1600 in 1923, and the purchaser, 
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a well-known collector, also gave £1,750 for another copy in 
August, 1925. The record was reached at Sotheby's in 1929 when 
a copy changed hands at £2450. 

LODGE ST. DAvlD's MINUTE BOOKS 

At a quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge of Scotland ill 
the Freemasons' Hall, Edinburgh, it was reported that minute 
books containing details of the initiation of Burns into 
Freemasonry, now in private hands, are valued at £3000. 

It was stated that the Grand Librarian, Mr. George S. Draffen, 
had informed the Grand Committee that a woman in Kilmarnock 
had in her possession certain old minute books and other items 
lately belonging to Lodge St. David No. 133. When the Lodge 
became dormant in 1843, the charter was recovered by the 
Provincial Grand Master and returned to Grand Lodge. The 
minute books passed into private hands. 

The Lodge was reopened in 1869, and although the charter 
was returned the minute books were not. About twenty-five 
years ago the law agent advised the Grand Committee that an 
action would have to be raised against the woman if it were 
decided to prove tide. As this would probably have cost about 
£200, no action was taken. 

The matter was reported to the Grand Committee solely 
because, if the books should be sold, it was desirable that Grand 
Lodge should be in a position to say that their. proposed sale was 
known and that it was felt that no action should be taken. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

* NOTE TO READERS 
* 

Please mention the Burns Chronicle 
* when replying to advertisers. * 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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BURNS'S SEAL 
THE POET AND HERALDRY 

By JOHN MCVIE 

One of the books in Burns's library had the rather imposing 
title of "A Summary View of Heraldry in Reference to the
Usages of Chivalry and the General Economy of the Feudal 
System, with an Appendix respecting such Distinctions of Rank 
as have place in the British Constitution," by Thomas Brydson, 
F.A.S., Edinburgh. It was published in Edinburgh in 1795, 
and contained among the list of subscribers the names of Burns 
and many of nis friends. 

Burns would, no doubt, make himself master of its contents, 
as was his custom, but, while this is proof of his interest in 
Heraldry, it does not explain how he acquired the accurate 
knowledge of the fundamental rules of the science which he 
displays in a letter to Alexander Cunningham, written a year 
previous to the publication of Brydson's volume. The poet how
ever, supplies the explanation himself. In his autobiographical 
letter to Dr. Moore of 2nd August, 1787, he writes:-

"I have not the most distant pretentions to what the pyecoated 
guardians of escutcheons call A Gentleman. When at Edinburgh 
last winter, I got acquainted in the Herald's Office, and looking 
through that granary of Honors I there found almost every name 
in the kingdom; but for me, 

'My ancient but ignoble blood 
Has crept thro' &oundrels ever since the flood.' 

Gules, Purpure, Argent, &c., quite disowned me." 
The Herald's Office is, of course, the Court of the Lord Lyon 

King of Arms, now in H.M. Register House, Edinburgh. At the
time of Burn.s's visits the Lyon King was John Hooke Campbell 
of Bangeston, who held the office from 1754 to 1796, but the 
official with whom Burns "got acquainted" was probably the Lyon 
Depute and Principal Lyon Clerk, Robert Boswell, W.S., cousin 
of Lord Auchinleck or James Cummyng, Keeper of the Lyon 
records. The Lyon Court was then housed in Boswell's Law 
Office, which was in a room in his house at No. 13 St. Andrew 
Square. There Burns would make his first acquaintance with 
the nomenclature and mysteries of Heraldry, and the information 
he obtained he used to good purpose in inventing armorial bear
ings for himself. 
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"A BIT OF A HERALD" 

Whatever Burns did he did thoroughly, and it is, therefore, 
not surprising that his heraldry is true. In the letter to Cunning
ham, already mentioned, dated 3rd March, 1794, he says:-

"There is one commission that I must trouble you with. I 
lately lost a valuable Seal, a present from a departed friend, which 
vexes me much. I have gotten one of your Highland pebbles, 
which I fancy would make a very decent one: & I want to 
cut my armorial bearings on it; will you be so obliging as enquire 
what will be the expence of such a business? I do not know 
that my name is matriculated, as the Heralds call it, ac all; 
but I have invented one for myself; so, you know, I will be 
chief on the Name; & by courtesy of Scotland, will likewise be 
entitled to Supporters. These, however, I do not intend having 
on my Seal. I am a bit of a Herald; & shall give you Secundum 
artem my Arms. On a field, azure, a holly-bush, seeded, proper, 
in base; a Shepherd's pipe & crook, Saltier-wise, also proper, 
in chief.-On a wreath of the colors, a woodlark perching on 
a sprig of bay-tree, proper, for Crest. Two Mottoes: Round 
the top of the Crest-'Wood-notes wild.' At the bottom of the 
Shield, in the usual place,-

'Better a wee bush than nae bield.' 
By the Shepherd's pipe & crook, I do not mean the nonsense 
of Painters of Arcadia; but a Stock-&-Horn & a Club; such as 
you see at the head of Allan Ramsay in [David] Allan's quarto 
Edition of the Gentle Shepherd." 

"THE NOBLEST PASTORAL." 

In the same letter Burns-wrote:-
"I once, & but once, got a glance of that noble editn. of the 

noblest Pastoral in the world; & dear as it was-I mean dear 
as to my pocket-I would have bought it; but I was told that 
it was printed & engraved for Subscribers only." 

It was only a month afterwards that Burns received from 
Cunningham a present of a copy of the work containing this 
inscription: -

"To Mr. Robert Burns, to whom the country is indebted for 
the best pastoral and lyric poetry of the age, this copy of 'The 
Gentle Shepherd' is presented by his enthusiastic a,dmirer and 
sincere friend, A. Cunningham, No. 37 George's Street, Edin
burgh, 4th April, 1794." 

Burns generously acknowledged Allan Ramsay as one of his 
"predecessors of the Muse," and it is apparent that it was from 



BURNS'S SEAL 

an edition of the Gentle Shepherd that he got the idea for 
part of the device for his armorial bearings. 

The "Highland pebble" on which the seal was cut was a 
present from Maria Riddell, who helped Burns to prepare the 
device for the seal. In her letter to Dr. Currie of 6th December, 
1797, she says:-

"The seal I mentioned and which you propose engraving in 
the title page [of his first edition of Burns's works], I fancy 
Gilbert Burns or the Widow will have got in their custody. 
I gave Burns the stone, and we arranged the devise between us, 
I do firmly believe in despite and violation of all rules of 
Heraldry; a holly bush with a shepherd's pipe suspended, crest 
a wood-lark, with the motto from Milton's Allegro, 'native wood
notes wild'-it is all appropriate enough, and you must not 
omit to give the Poet's chosen blazon." 

THE HOLLY BUSH. 

How Burns should have chosen a woodlark as part of his 
device will readily be understood, but why the holly bush? One 
theory has been advanced that the poet's mother, Agnes Brown, 
was born at Whitestone Lodge, on Culzean estate, where her 
father is said to have been a forester, and that, as Culzean means 
('the place of the holly," Burns may have chosen the holly bush 
out of compliment to his mother. Until some definite proof of 
this is available, however, the general opinion that she was born 
where she was baptised-at Craigenton-will be likely to be 
adhered to. 

Burns seems to have had a high regard for the holly tree, 
for in "The Vision" he paints his native muse, "Coila," wearing 
a wreath of its leaves:-

"Green, slender, leaf-clad holly boughs 
Were twisted, gracefu', round her brows," 

and evidently the highest compliment he thought she could pay 
him was to crown him with her own garland: -

" 'And wear thou this,' she solemn said, 
And bound the holly round my head." 

Whatever may have been the reason for his choice, he insisted OD 

having a holly bush and not a holly tree, probably to tit in with 
his second motto. When returning the draft design for the seal 
to George Thomson, he remarked:-

"My 'seal' is all well, except that my 'Holly' must be a bush, 
not a tree, as in the present shield. I also inclose it, & will 
send the pebble at the first opportunity." 
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Later he wrote to Thomson: "I have sent you by my much
valued Friend, Mr. Syme of this place, the pebble for my seal. 
You will please remember that my holly is a bush, not a tree." 

THE STOCK AND HORN 

He is equally particular about the design of the Shepherd's 
pipe and crook. The Stock and Horn appears to have been a 
favourite instrument of his, for, writing to Thomson with regard 
to plates David Allan was preparing, he says:-

"Tell my friend Allan ... that I much suspect he has, in his 
plates, mistaken the figure of the stock & horn. I have at last 
gotten one; but it is a very rude instrument. It is composed 
of three parts-the stock, which is the hinder thigh-bone of a 
sheep, such as you see in a muttonham; the horn, which is a 
common Highland cow's horn, cut off at the smaller end until 
the aperture be large enough to admit the 'stock' to be pushed 
up through the horn, untill it be held by the thicker end or 
hip-end of the thigh-bone; and lastly, an oaten reed, exactly 
cut & notched like that which you see every shepherd-boy have 
when the corn-stems are green & full grown. The reed is not 
made fast in the bone, but is held by the lips, & plays loose in 
the smaller end of the 'stock,' while the 'stock' & the horn, 
hanging on its larger end, is held by the hands in playing. The 
·stock' has six or seven ventiges on the upper side & one back
ventige, like the common flute. This of mine was made by a 
man from the braes of Athole, & is exactly what the shepherds 
t were] wont to use in that country." 

As regards the mottoes, "W oodnotes wild" was taken, as 
already mentioned, from Milton's "L' Allegro" (lines 131-134):-

"Then to the well-trod stage anon, 
If Jonson's learned sock be on, 
Or sweetest Shakespear, fancie's childe, 
Warble his native Wood-notes wilde." 

The second motto, "Better a wee bush than nae bield," is a 
proverbial expression, the origin of which it would be difficult, 
if not impossible, to trace. 

There does not appear to be an explanation of the delay of 
over two years in having the seal made. Cunningham was com
missioned on 3rd March, 1794, to "enquire what will be the 
expense of such a business," and he no doubt made the necessary 
inquiries, but all further references to the seal are to be found 
in the poet's correspondence with George Thomson, whom he 
never met in the flesh. In April, 1796, he wrote to Thomson that 
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Mrs. Hyslop, of the Globe Tavern, Dumfries, would be a very 
proper person to bring back the seal, but Thomson's letter 
sending it does not appear to be preserved. In a postscript to 
a letter dated 4th May, 17<)6, however, Thomson remarks: "Mrs. 
Hyslop, I doubt not, delivered the gold seal to you in good 
condition"; and in Burns's letter to Thomson (about 18th May, 
1790 we learn that it had arrived safely, for he writes: "Many, 
many thanks for the beautiful seal." But alas I few opportunities 
remained for him to use it. 

RELICS OF THE POET. 

There is a Seal which belonged to Burns in the Burns Cottage 
Museum at Alloway. It is fixed on the end of a silver pen-and
pencil holder, which, however, is not contemporary with it. It 
was found in a desk after the death of the poet, and was used 
by his son, James Glencairn Burns. 

The later and better-known seal, described above, passed on 
the death of Burns into the possession of the poet's eldest son, 
Robert Burns, then into the possession of the latter's daughter, 
Mrs. Everitt, wife of assistant surgeon Bartholomew Jones Everitt, 
Honourable East India Company's service. It is now preserved 
in the Burns Monument at Alloway. 

Burns used at least two other seals, the earlier of which was 
of no heraldic design. It was oval, and showed a figure with 
harp in hand. The other bore a heart transfixed by two arrows, 
which is a common device for arms in Scotland. 

The armorial bearings invented by Burns for his seal were 
never matriculated by him or his descendants, but his device 
has since appeared on three separate occasions as part of armorial 
bearings matriculated at the Lyon Office. 

On 18th April, 1837, James Burnes, F.R.S., LL.D., of the 
Honorable East India Company's Service, Knight of the Royal 
Order of the Guelphs of Hanover, Fellow of the Royal College 
of Physicians of Edinburgh, etc., the eldest son of the poet's 
cousin, James Burness, writer, Montrose, presented a petition to 
the Lord Lyon, in which it was stated that "the poet's cousin, 
James Burness, was the son of James Burnes, Town Councillor 
of Montrose, who was paternally descended from, and a great
great-grandson of Walter Campbell of Burnhouse, who fled to 
the North Country during the Civil Wars in the seventeenth 
century, and who, losing the name of Campbell, became known 
by that of Burnhouse corrupted by his descendants into Burness, 
Burnes, and Burns." The Arms, matriculated on 22nd April, 
1837, are described thus: "Parted per saltyre, Azure and Gyrony 
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of eight, Or and Sable, in chief, a wounded Lion couchant, 
Argent, pierced by a spear behind, Gules, his head resting on 
a shield gyrony of eight as abov~, allusive of the family's former 
depressed state; in base a Holly bush of the second surmounted 
by a Crook and Bugle horn saltyre-ways of the fourth, being 
the well-known device used by the Poet Burns, and on a chief 
of the fifth within a Bordure of the fourth, the White Horse 
of Hanover between two eastern gold crowns, allusive of the 
Guelphic Order conferred on the said James Burnes, F.R.S., 
etc., by His Majesty and of the Public and Meritorious Services 
of himself and his Brother Captain Alexander Burnes in India. 
Around the Shield is placed the Civil Hanoverian Guelphic 
Order with Jewel pendent, and above the achievement is placed 
for Crest; Issuant from an Eastern Crown, Or, an Oak tree 
shivered renewing its foliage, proper, and over the same the 
motto Revirescimus; and on an escrol below the shield another 
motto, Ruinam Salutarunt Pro Rege. 

A FRESH MATRICULATION 

Four years afterwards, on 2nd November, 1841, Dr. Burnes's 
two brothers, Sir Alexander and Charles, both fell J.n the massacre 
of the British at Cabul. For ten years longer the arms remained 
on the Register, then Dr. Burnes returned to the Lyon Court 
and obtained a fresh matriculation, i.t having been found that the 
origin of the family from WaIter Campbell of Burnhouse was 
err-Qneous. In the second Petition, in which Dr. Burnes is 
designated "late Physician General and Head of the Medical 
Department of the Army at Bombay," it was stated that the arms 
formerly conceded to him had proved too complicated and that 
from a recent investigation great doubts had arisen in regard 
to the origin of his name from that of Campbell. The petitioner 
"was thereby induced to crave the authority of his Lordship to 
simplify and amend his Shield and likewise to sanction some 
allusion to the fate of his two Brothers who fell at Cabool on 
2nd November, 1841." Accordingly on 14th May, 1851, the 
following arms were matriculated of new in room of the arms 
formerly conceded: "Ermine, on a Bend, Azure, an Escutcheon, 
Or, charged with a Holly bush surmounted by a Crook and 
Bugle horn saltyreways, all Proper,-being the well-known device 
used by the poet Burns-and on a Chief, Gules, the White Horse 
of Hanover between two Eastern Crowns, Or, in allusion to the 
Civil Hanoverian Guelphic Order conferred on the petitioner 
by his late Majesty and to the distinguished services of himself 
and his brothers in India; above the Achievement are set the 
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following crests, viz.: -1st, Upbn the dexter side as One of 
Augmentation, in allusion to the devotion to their country shown 
by the late Lieutenant-Colonel ~r Alexander Burnes, C.B., and 
Lieutenant Charles Burnes, out of a Mural Crown per pale, 
Vert and Gules, the rim inscribed 'Cabul,' in letters Argent, 
a Demi-Eagle displayed, Or. transfixed by a Javelin in bend 
sinister, proper; and 2nd, upon the sinister, that hitherto borne, 
viz. : -Issuant from an Eastern Crown, Or, an Oak tree shivered, 
renewing its foliage proper; and in an Escroll below the shield 
this motto: Ob Patriam Vulnera Passi. Appended to the above 
is the petitioner's personal Decoration of the Guelphic Order." 

The third occasion on which the "well-known device" of the 
Poet appears on the Register of Arms is in the blazon of the 
Arms assigned by the Lyon King on 27th March, 1905, to 
Kenneth Glencairn Burns, a descendant of a nearer relative 
of the poet, his brother Gilbert. The Arms conceded in this 
petition were: "Ermine, on a bend Azure, an Escutcheon, or, 
charged with a holly bush, and in chief a shepherd's crook 
surmQunted by a bugle horn in saltire, all proper. Above the 
shield is placed a helmet befitting his degree with a Mantling 
Azure dou~ed Argent, and on wreath of his liveries is set 
for Crest an Oak tree shivered renewing its foliage, proper, and 
in an Escrol over the same this motto: Ob patriam vulnera passi." 

As Mr. J. H. Stevenson remarks in his Heraldry in Scotland 
(vo!. I, p. 5), in none of these three entries in the Register are 
the poet's mottoes perpetuated, nor is his blazon itself entirely 
adhered to. His shepherd's pipe is turned into a hunting horn 
and the azure field has become a field, Or. In the two earlier 
entries the holly bush is said to be "surmounted by" the other 
charges. The context which designates the device as the "well
known device of the poet," and the accompanying coloured 
emblazonment interpret the phrase to mean there that the other 
charges are higher in the field than the bush. The last entry of 
1905 returns to the language used by the poet himself. 

THE POET'S GENEALOGY 

As the petitIon of Kenneth Glencairn Burns in 1905 traces 
his ancestry back to the Poet's great-grandfather, James Burnes, 
farmer in Brawlinmuir, the particulars are here given in full 
for the benefit of those interested in the poet's genealogy. The 
petition stated that "Kenneth Glencairn Burns, Esquire, residing 
at Parkfield, Haywords Heath, in the County of Sussex . . . 
was born on 6th June, 1872, and is the only son of the late 
Robert Burns and his wife Sybylla (married 2Jth June, 1871), 
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daughter of the Rev. Phillips Donithorne Dayman, Vicar of 
Poundstock, County of Cornwall; that the said Robert Burns, 
who was born 16th May, 1847, and died lOth March, 1891, was· 
the eldest son of Gilbert Burns, merchant in Dublin, and his 
wife, Jemima Georgiana (married 6th October, 1842), daughter 
of Alexander Ferrier, Dublin; that the said Gilbert Burns, who 
was born 24th December, 1803, and died 9th October, 1881, 
was the sixth son of Gilbert Burns, factor to Lord Blantyre, 
and his wife Jean (married 20th June, 1791), daughter of James 
Breckenridge, Kilmarnock; that the said Gilbert Burns, who 
was born 28th September, 1760, and died 8th April, 1827, was 
the brother of Robert Burns the poet and second son of William 
Burns or Burnes, farmer, Lochlie, county of Ayr, and his wife, 
Agnes (married 15th December, 1757), daughter of Gilbert Brown, 
farmer at Craigenton, in Carrick; that the said William Burnes, 
who was born nth November, 1721, and died 13th February, 
1784, was the third son of Robert Burnes, farmer at Clochnahill, 
Dunnottar, and his wife, Isabella Keith; that the said Robert 
Burnes was the son of James Burnes, farmer in Brawlinmuir, 
county of Kincardine, who died 23rd Japuary, 1743, and his 
wife, Margaret Falconer." 

I 



THE BURNS COTTAGE 
FIRE SCARE AT ALLOWAY 

In their Monday morning newspapers of 30th July, 1951, 
Burnsians were startled to read that on the previous day there 
had been a fire at Scotland's best loved cottage: the "auld clay 
biggin" at Alloway. 

It occurred at half-past three in the afternoon while 400 people 
were visiting the Cottage and museum and strolling in the 
gardens. When the 80-year-old curator, Mr. McMynn, explained 
the. situation and requested them to leave, they did so without 
pamc. 

The flames were confined to about 25 square yards of thatched 
roof above the raftered stable, the curator, his son, and two 
Glasgow visitors making use of a line of fire hose and a ladder, 
which are kept for emergencies, until the arrival of Ayr Fire 
Brigade. Two local bus drivers also gave aid with fire extin
guishers from their ~Jses. No damage was done to the interior 
of the cottage. , 

Next day, Mr. James Cooper, a thatcher of fifty years' experi
ence, inspected the roof and estimated the damage at between 
forty and fifty pounds. He pointed out that it would be necessary 
to lace the straw with spun yarn on account of the foundation 
having been destroyed. He also reckoned that the work, which 
required two tons of straw, would take five or six weeks. 

While awaiting the straw, which was difficult to obtain at that 
time of the year, the damaged roof was protected by a tarpaulin, 
.and visitors were admitted as usual. 

Following police inquiries, a Belfast boy, aged 15, admitted at 
Ayr Juvenile Court that he was responsible for the outbreak, and 
pleaded guilty to a charge of malicious mischief. It was stated 
that while his parents were inside the cottage he waited. outside 
and began striking matches and throwing them in the air. One 
landed on the roof, and the thatch started to burn. The boy 
immediately ran to the cottage door. 

Discharging the boy, the Juvenile Court chairman said, "We 
are satisfied there was no malici01)s mischief intended." 

Without doubt, Burns himself would have rounded off the 
matter with an epigram. The chairman certainly lost the oppor
tunity which, by quoting from Elegy on the Year 1788, a news
paper seized next morning: 

"Thou beardless boy, I pray tak' care." 





Close-up of the Damaged Roof 
(By kind permission of Ayr Advertiser) 



BURNS IN HIS LETTERS* 

By CHRISTINA KEITH 

Over Burns's merits as a letter-writer, opinion 1S divided. 
Few, if any, to-day would rank him with the highest. While a 
letter from Cowper rejoices the spirit, and Samuel Rutherford, 
with one of his, can lift your mind from the humdrum and set 
your thoughts soaring, a letter from Burns, it is safe to say, will 
do neither. He has his feet much too firmly planted on the earth 
for that. And if you aren't accustomed to his letters-dating most 
definitely, as those others do not-you are apt, at first sight, 
to find them tiresome. Such long-winded sentences, such affected 
turns of speech! While, on the further realisation that these 
same long-winded sentences were laboriously pieced together 
by their proud author with his eye glued to models such as 
Letters of the Wits, and the affected turns of speech arrived at 
with sweat of the brow after much trial and error-you may 
even think of tossing Robert Burns's Letters unceremoniously 
into the fire. After all, who wants a letter that is just a set-piece? 

And yet, there is more to it than that. For if it is true that 
the letters qutJ letters, have no intrinsic claim to greatness or 
even to survival, the letters as revelations of the personality of 
their writer-when that writer holds as distinguished a place in 
literature as does Robert Burns-are of unique interest. Admitting 
then, the stilted form and pedantic character, one perseveres. . . . 
The first to throw light on what was to come, is that written 
on Burns's 24th birthday (25th January, 1783) to his old teacher, 
John Murdoch. It was from that grim farm of Lochlea where 
Robin was slaving from dawn till dusk under the harsh eye of 
his irascible and entirely humourless father. Neither indoors nor 
out-of-doors had he much to write about. But "The joy of my 
heart," declares Robin, "is to study men, their manners and 
their ways" and allowing for this to be the conventional eighteenth 
century topic made fashionable by Pope, the next phrase (not 
culled from those Wits' Letter-books) is not, for "catching the 
manners," he adds, "living as they rise." The vivid aptness 
of this presages what Burns could do when he was really 
interested. And interested he was, jt would appear, even in these 
unpropitious surroundings and from the start, in noting down 

'*' Reproduced by kind permi~sion of the Canadian Review, Queen's 
Quarterly. 
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such folk as Holy Willie-the Jolly Beggars-the topers in Tam 
0' Shanter-all of them to be met with on any Ayrshire road, 
in a pew of the crowded Mauchline kirk, or over the glasses 
of a Tarbolton tavern. The young Burns was learning his trade. 
. .. But not from the books he read. For what do you make 
of that maundering Man of Feeling ("a book I prize next to the 
Bible") the lachrymose Ossian, Shenstone's melancholy Elegies? 
Books may have been scarce, but there was nothing here to 
discipline the intellect. May it not be that the gallons of senti
ment nearly swamping The Cotkr were due to too much poring 
over these? Though tearfulness in a reading-list was still the 
spirit of the age. Over the Channel, was not all Europe weeping 
over the sorrows of Goethe's Werther? 

In the Commonplace Book, begun at the same time, your 
eye leaps to Burns's praise of winter, "the peculiar pleasure 
I take in the season of winter, more than the rest of the year ... 

. There is scarcely any earthly object gives me more-than to 
walk on the sheltered side of a wood in a cloudy winter day 
and hear the stormy wind howling among the trees," for here 
surely speaks the Scottish Muse herself? The praise of winter, 
above all other seasons, is traditional in Scots poetry from Dunbar 
on, and, like enough, before him, and it is interesting to find 
Burns here aligning himself (all unconsciously, for he did not 
know them) with his great predecessors, whose pulse has always 
beaten the faster for the dark nights and the cosy ingle, the 
sough of the gale round the gable-end. In Burns's own work, 
from The Cotter to 0 Wert Thou in the Cauld Blast, which is 
to say from the beginning to the end of his poetic career, winter 
is the chosen setting for poem or song designed to please. With 
an opening like 

Upon a simmer Sunday morn 
When Nature's face is fair, 

look out for squalls. Burns had no love for the summer and 
this one leads in the biting sarcasm of The Holy Fair . ... 
He still hit on a good phrase. "My compeers, the common people'· 
is neatly turned. And before the book ends, in 1785, he is on 
to the subject that was to enthrall him to the day of his death, 
"Those old Scottish airs, so nobly sentimental." You had to 
have the tunes ringing in your head, he says, "over and over,'· 
before you could compose a song for them. 

From the letters of the Edinburgh year (1786) an occasional 
vignette emerges of Burns in company. "I drank a glass of 
claret with Patrick Miller, brother to the Justice-Clerk, by invita
tion at his own house yesterday." What did they talk about? 



BURNS IN HIS LETTERS 

Burns does not say. But fancy pictures the scene-a lamplit 
panelled room high up in one of the old 'lands'-the Edinburgh 
wind roaring down the Closes-the Castle looming majestic 
against the bright stars-and down from it, all Scotland's history 
flowing past to Holyrood. To all of it, Castle, history, Holyrood, 
Burns was blind and deaf. No faintest hint of Edinburgh's 
romance then, or ever, escapes him. Yet he came to it, a poet, 
at youth's most impressionable hour, and raw from Ayrshire. 
But, for all he saw in it, Edinburgh, most romantic of cities, 
might, in effect, have been prosaic Mauchline. "I drank a glass 
with Patrick Miller." Burns is your born realist. . .. The 
'Clarinda' letters, also written in Edinburgh, do nothing to dispel 
that belief. Love-letters they are, after a fashion; he does tell 
her, at least once, "I love you and loved you at first sight," but 
for this pearl you have to dive into the middle of a howling 
wilderness of abstract nouns and set phrases. Quotations from 
Locke's On the Human Understanding, laudatory allusions to 
Solomon (Solomon of all people in such a milieu, with his 
unending trail of wives I), innumerable-and extremely common
place-reflections on Religion, sandwich it in on all sides. And 
when, undeterred by all this, you do at last come upon "I love 
you," as like as not in the next line he'll be back to "My dear 
Madam." The fellow has no notion of following it up. A little 
romance, you may well feel, would make a better job of it. 
For how is this for the opening of a love-letter: "The attraction 
of love, I find, is in inverse proportion to the attraction of the 
Newtonian philosophy. In the system of Sir Isaac ... " No 
wonder poor Clarinda didn't quite know where she was. What 
girl would? . .. And yet the amazing thing is that the man 
who made such heavy weather of it in a love-letter could-and 
did-with a love-song, sweep you clean off your feet. No doubt 
of it-Burns was master of the technique here. No question of 
a word too much in a love-song; still less, of a word off the point. 
Here Robin makes no mistakes. As, perhaps, Clarinda knew, 
devouring on her dull voyage to the Indies, the poignant passion 
of Ae Fond Kiss whose Ms. Burns gave with her. Here was 
the world's lover at last! 

Back in Mauchline in June, '87, "I have bought a pocket 
Milton which I carry perpetually about with me." Not, how
ever, for any inspiration which Milton might give about musical 

. verse or magnificent diction, for both were, and remained, out 

. of Burns' orbit. But wasn't Milton's Satan superb? An 
unconquerable rebel! That was just how Burns felt-all boiling 
over-when he looked back on the elite of Edinburgh. And 
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Satan had the words for h. No one, it must be owned, could 
put it better. Full-blooded rebellion here I "Milton's Satan," 
writes the enraged Burns again and again, "My favourite hero!" 

Two months later, in August, he pens his best-known 
letter, the autobiographical one to Dr. John Moore. Why Moore 
(father of the great Sir John) should be such a satisfactory 
correspondent is not clear, but satisfactory in some way he was, 
for in writing to him alone does Burns drop his laboured phrases 
and speak as naturally as you or I. "My heart," he confesses, 
looking back, "was completely tinder and eternally lighted up by 
some goddess or other," a reading of his own nature so plausible 
that it might well have cleared matters up for those who later 
regarded him as a conundrum. And though "completely tinder" 
is not what your moralist might like, nothing could be better 
for a poet who aims at writing his country's love-songs .... 
And, just as there might be several girls at a time, so there 
certainly were several songs. "I took up one or the other, as 
it suited the momentary tone of the mind, and dismissed the 
work, as it bordered on fatigue." But write it you had to. 
"My passions when once lighted up, raged like so many devils 
till they got vent in rhyme, and then' the conning over of 
my verses, like a spell, soothed all into quiet" -an experience 
nearly identical with that recorded by Byron also in his letters. 
A more lucid--and authoritative-account of the genesis of Art 
could hardly be found. 

Back in Edinburgh in October, his mind runs on the old tunes 
again. "There is a certain something in the old Scotch songs, 
a wild happiness of thought and expression which peculiarly 
marks them. . .. I have been absolutely crazed about it." In 
the intervals of humming the tunes "I have taken tooth and 
nail to the Bible," with the result (or is it a result?) that in 
January, '89, "I own myself so little a Presbyterian that I approve 
set times and seasons of more than ordinary acts of devotion," 
a bold avowal indeed in the homeland of the Covenant and in 
the heyday of the omnipotent eighteenth century Kirk Sessions. 
But Burns is a seasoned rebel now and he flings out in another 
direction too. Hark to this! "When I must skulk into a corner 
lest the rattling equipage of some gaping blockhead shall mangle 
me in the mire, I am tempted to exclaim what merits has he 
had that he is ushered into this state . . . and I am kicked into 
the world?" This is from rural Ellisland in March, '89, though. 
you might suppose-as did the alarmed authorities of his own 
day, for there is much more like it-that it was from the hustings 
platform of a prospective Socialist candidate for Westminster ...• 
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Religion and politics-Burns's thoughts at this time veer from 
one to the other. The year 1790 brings him up against a famous 
dilemma. "One thing frightens me much," he muses. "That we 
are to live for ever, seems too good news to be true." Byron, in 
thought and character usually so close to Burns, took the opposite 
view here. "Anything with eternity in it," pronounced his 
Lordship emphatically, "is bound to be intolerable!" . .. In 
April, Burns is back to politics again, and of the fieriest brand 
of Nationalism. "Alas! have I often said to myself, what are 
all the boasted advantages my country reaps from the Union; 
that can counterbalance the annihilation of her independence and 
even her very name? . " Nothing can reconcile me to the 
common term 'English Ambassador,' 'English Court.''' If any
thing is needed to prove that Burns's mind ranged ahead of 
his age, surely these words do, for it was well over a century 
before such ideas were to see print again in a slowly awakened 
Scotland. 

But though these letters reveal his latent powers and the 
direction in which his thoughts were moving, and even give 
point to Maria Riddell's contention that poetry was not really 
his forte, but that he could have been equally good at other 
things (a politician? or a divine?), yet, since Burns was in fact 
Scotland's poet, it is to the letters of his last years, about the 
Scots songs (for Thomson's Collection) and how one wrot<; them 
and how hard it was and how delightful ("You cannot imagine 
how much this business of composing for your publication has 
added to my enjoyments"), that most of us to-day turn. Songs, 
he insisted, had to be simple. "Of sentiment, pathos and point 
you [he is writing to Thomson] are a complete judge. But there 
is a quality more necessary than either-simplicity." And they 
had to be at speed. "I am not fond of choruses." His own, 
with the exception of Auld Lang Syne (characteristically not a 
love-song), very rarely had them. And indeed it is obvious that 
a chorus is very unlikely to set a girl's heart on fire. For that, 
you need a singer alone. . .. And the way you wrote them? 
Humming and humming the tune-then find a theme to go 
with it-then the first verse. Ah! but that would gravel you. 
("Generally the most difficult part of the business"). Still, a walk 
should do it, with a glance at the woodland and a "trotting 
burn" around you; and still and on (this the vital part) "humming 
and humming the tune." Then home to the solitude of your 
attic and swinging on your elbow-chair, you'd have it. The song 
was there. Inspiration? Oh, yes! That comes in, of course, 
too. And here, towards the end of his life-in October, '94. 
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to be precise-Burns returns to that moot point. To Moore 
he had confessed that his heart in youth was "completely tinder." 
Now, with his experience behind him, he defends this position
this time writing to Thomson: "Do you think that the sober 
gin-horse routine of existence could inspire a man? No ... 
No . .. Whenever I want to be more than ordinary in song 
. . . I put myself on a regimen of admiring a fine woman." 
A man's own wife won't do either. Jean had been beside him 
for a good ten years and yet "Conjugal love-somehow it does 
not make such a figure in poesy as that other species of the 
passion." The ignes fatui-the will-o'-the-wisps-the lights that 
flicker and fade and lure you on-Burns was to see them to the 
very last mile and always with the same enchantment. "I am 
a sturdy believer in the powers of darkness," he had written 
the year before, to a casual girl he'd met, and the letters through
out bear witness to this tremendous pull of opposites on a 
temperament sensitive as quicksilver. But whether the lawful 
light or the luring one was the light sent from heaven-ah! 
that was it. Robin himself could never quite decide. Now, as 
in The Cotter, it was the lawful right, but-there are other times
The lolly Beggars, Green Grow the Rashes O. . .. It is this 
ebb and flow of a dual temperament-the challenge to constituted 
authority (wasn't Milton's Satan superb?) and yet this worship 
of it too ("A correspondence fixed with Heaven is, sure, a noble 
anchor") in religion, in politics, and not least in love, that is
one would say in summing-up--the chief characteristic of Burns's 
Letters. And in the uncertainty on which side at any given 
moment the dice will fall, lies, without a doubt, their fascinatioQ 
too. 



, 

BURNS BOOKS ON SHOW 

A NOTEWORTHY EXHIBITION 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century Scotland was in 
the doldrums, for, among other troubles, the disastrous effects 
of the Reformation upon its culture were still being felt. Out of 
confusion and corruption, however, Scotland rose again, so that 
by the end of the eighteenth century a unique company of poets, 
men of letters, philosophers, scientists and others had raised her 
high in the estimate of nations. 

It was this achievement which was illustrated ;n an exhibition 
of eighteenth-century Scottish books at the Signet Library, 
Edinburgh, from 3rd August to 15th September, 195I. 

They were all there-the great intellects of that golden age
to remind the visitor of the glory that was Scotland. Their 
book.s were sufficient in themselves; we were spared those upstart 
lunchtime lectures from the mouths of lesser men. 

Amongst 779 items, arranged in forty-seven sections, the first 
of special interest to Burnsians was "A Choice Collection of comic 
and serious Scots Poems, both ancient and modern. By several 
Hands. Edinburgh, printed by James Watson, 1706-11. 8vo. 
3 vols." 

Watson had the courage and initiative to revive interest in 
"our own Native Scots Dialect," and alongside his "Collection" 
there lay, appropriately, Allan Ramsay's "The Ever Green, being 
a Collection of Scots Poems, wrote by the Ingenious before 1600. 
Edinburgh, printed by Thomas Ruddiman, 1724. 2 vols. 8vo." 
From Watson and Ramsay, Burns gained his knowledge of the 
older Scottish poets,. Ramsay relying upon the Bannatyne MS. 
of 1568 for most of his material for The Evergreen. Three editions 
of The Tea-Table Miscellany were also on view. 

Robert Fergusson was represented by the first edition of his 
Poems ;n book form and, more important, by "Poems on various 
subjects in two parts. Edinburgh, printed by T. Ruddiman & 
Co. for J. Simpson, 1785. 8vo." This has Burns's ownership 
entry on the title page and the three-stanza poem, beginning 
"Ah, woe is me, my Mother dear!" in his own hand on the 
fly-leaf. Bound in contemporary calf, the book has gilt borders, 
with the initials "R. B." between leaf sprays in the centre of each 
cover. 

Like Sir W alter Scott, Burns had a section to himself, and 
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many people had their first sight of the much-prized "Poems, 
chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. Kilmarnock, printed by John 
Wilson, 1786. 8vo." Then came the first Edinburgh edition, 
"printed for the author and sold by William Creech, 1787," and 
the first London edition, which was actually, of course, the third 
edition of the Poems. Both last-named editions have the frontis
piece portrait by I. Beugo after A. Nasmyth, and the Edinburgh 
issue has the misprints "Boxburgh" for Roxburgh (p. xxxvii, 
line ID), and "stinking" for skin king in the poem To a Haggis. 

Another interesting exhibit was the following collection of 
first editions in one volume: "The Jolly Beggars: a cantata. 
Glasgow, printed for and sold by Stewart & Meikle (1799).
The Inventory ... Glasgow, printed by Chapman and Lang 
for Stewart & Meikle (1799).-Holy Willie's Prayer, Letter to 
John Goudie, Kilmarnock, and Six Favourite Songs. Glasgow, 
printed for and sold by Stewart & Meikle (1799).-Extempore 
Verses on dining with Lord Daer accompanied with a prose 
letter to a friend ... Glasgow, printed for and sold by Stewart 
& Meikle, (1799)." 

The next hems to catch the eye were "Poems ascribed to 
Robert Burns, the Ayrshire Bard, not contained in any edition 
of his works hitherto published. Glasgow, Chapman & Lang 
for Thomas Stewart, 1801. 8vo," and "Letters addressed to 
Clarinda, etc. Never before published. Glasgow, printed by 
Niven, Napier and Khull for T. Stewart, 1802. 8vo." 

It was good, too, to see Francis Grose's beautifully illustrated 
"The Antiquities of Scotland. London, printed for S. Hooper. 
1789-91. Srn. folio. 2 vols. Engr. title-pages and 192 plates of 
Scottish Castles, Abbeys, etc." 

Everyone knows that Tam 0' Shanter was included in the 
second volume as a long footnote to Captain Grose's description 
of Alloway Kirk; but in his book, reviewed elsewhere in this 
issue, Professor Daiches points out that the poem, after consider
able circulation in manuscript, first appeared in The Edinburgh 
Magazine for March, 1791, and then in the Edinburgh Herald 
of 18th March, 1791. The second volume of Grose's Antiquities 
appeared in April of that year. 

Another interesting exhibit was "The Glasgow Magazine. 
Vol. I. Glasgow, printed by Ebenezer Miller, 1795. 8vo." 
This volume was made up of issues for June, August, September, 
October and November, the September issue containing the first 
publication of 0 wat ye wha's in yan town. 

So much, then, for Burns's work. What of the biographies? 
The only one on view was the earliest-the brief and ill-balanced 
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work by Robert Heron (1764-1807), who proved, as a writer once 
said in the Burns Chronicle, that "every biographer is not a 
Boswell,"-"A Memoir of the Life of the late Robert Burns. 
Edinburgh, printed for T. Brown, 1797. 8vo." 

Other books on show had close connections with the Poet. 
James Johnson's "The Scots Musical Museum, humbly dedicated 
to the Catch Club," has corrections in Burns's hand; while the 
ownership entry of his son Robert, dated 1836, js on the fly-leaf. 
The two volumes were received by the Dumfries Public Library 
Committee on 23rd November, 1920. 

To the old Dumfries Public Library jn 1792, Burns presented 
his copy of J. L. De Lolme's "The Constitution of England; 
or, an account of the English Government." On the reverse 
of the frontispiece Burns wrote: "Mr. Burns presents this book 
to the Library and begs they will take it as a Creed of British 
Liberty-untill they find a better. R. B." "It is stated," the 
catalogue adds, "that on the day after he made the gift he 
asked for the book back again temporarily in order to paste 
the fly-leaf over his inscription, as he feared it might be used 
to injure him." 

As one might anticipate, there was an edition of AlIan 
Ramsay's The Gentle Shepherd, and it was the copy which 
Alexander Cunningham gifted to Burns on 4th April, 1794. 
Cunningham's inscription is, in fact, on the fly-leaf. "To Mr. 
Robert Burns, to whom his Country js indebted for the best 
Pastoral and Lyric Poetry of the Age, this copy of The Gentle 
Shepherd is presented by his enthusiastic admirer and sincere 
friend A. Cunningham." There are two emendations of the text 
(Page 42) in Burns's hand. 

Adam Smith's The Theory of Moral Sentiments, Poetical 
Works of lanet Little, the Scotch Milkmaid, and David Sillar's 
Poems completed the Burns section. John Wilson in 1789 pro
duced Sillar's Poems from the same press as the famous Kilmar
nock Edition, and it is interesting to find Burns's own verses 
to the author printed at the beginning of the volume. Sillar 
addressed an epistle to Burns-his "auld frien' an' Neebor"
but Janet Little (1759-1813) added three poems of Burns interest 
to her volume, including On a visit to Mr. Burns and An 
Epistle to Mr. Robert Burns. 

In the Music section there was James Johnson's "The Scots 
Musical Museum in six volumes. Cor1!;isting of six hundred 
Scots Songs with proper Basses for the Pianoforte, &c., humbly 
dedicated to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. Edinburgh, 
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printed and sold by James Johnson, 1803. 8vo. 6 vols. In 2. 
Engr. title-pages and music." 

Burns declared that this work would become "the Text 
Book and Standard of Scottish Song and Music to future ages." 
He took a tremendous interest in it-the first two volumes 
appeared in 1787-88 and the others in 1790, 1792, 1797 and 1803-
and in the preface to volumes V and VI Johnson quotes from 
the correspondence he has had with him. 

Here, too, were first editions of the two parts which made 
up volume I of George Thomson's "Select Collection of Original 
Scottish Airs for the Voice."- The second part includes "Intro
ductory and Concluding Symphonies & Accompanyments for the 
Piano Forte & Violin by Kozeluch. With select & characteristic 
verses by the most admired Scottish Poets, adapted to each Air, 
the greater number of these written for this work by Burns. 
London, printed and sold by Preston, also by the Proprietor, 
G. Thomson, Edinburgh (1798)." The first part, by the way, 
was printed in 1793. 

It is impossible to do justice to this memorable Exhibition 
in a brief article, and in limiting ourselves to matters of Burns 
interest we must notice only two more items: "Poetry: original 
and selected. Glasgow, printed for and sold by Brash and Reid 
(1796). I2mo. With engr. title," and "Poetry, original and 
selected . . . (1797-98)." 

Brash and Reid published penny booklets of poems, each 
booklet consisting of eight pages, and they were so successful 
that twenty-four were published together in book form. In 
the 1796 collection several poems are by Burns, and the last 
booklet in the volume is a memorial number issued on his death. 
The second collection consists of thirty-one booklets, although 
all the other known volumes are made up of twenty-four of 
the "penny numbers." It contains Burns's The Tooth-Ache, 
which the late J. C. Ewing, in a paper on Brash anq Reid in 
the Records of the Glasgow Bibliographical Society (1934), declared 
to be the rarest of all the booklets, which numbered ninety-nine 
all told. 

The Exhibition was made possible by the co-operation of 
several Scottish libraries, the books mentioned in this article being 
lent by the National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh University 
Library, Glasgow University Library, Edinburgh Public Library, 
the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, Sandeman Public Library, Perth, 
Ewart Public Library, l;)umfries, and Dumfries Burgh Museum. 



ROBERT BURNS: MAN OF AFFAIRS 
By ANDREw M'CALLuM 

It is doubtful if any writer on Robert Burns has described him 
as a "man of affairs," the phrase being used in the sense of one 
interested to some purpose in the public events of his time. 
Yet anyone who gives close attention to his writings-his poetry 
more than his prose-must acknowledge that he was better 
informed than some professional politicians. 

Some of his contemporaries and friends did not know this, 
and one of them was Dr. John Moore to whom Burns on 2nd 
August, 1787, from Mauchline, addressed his famous autobio
graphical letter. Earlier than this, on 23rd May, Dr. Moore, 
writing from Clifford Street, London, had given Burns some 
unsolicited advice. "You should plan," he wrote, "some larger 
work than you have as yet attempted"; and one of the pre
liminaries was that he should "read a litde more of history." 
By 1787 Burns had read a good deal of history, as his auto
biographical letter indicates, and the poem which he produced 
in the following year is good evidence of his knowledge of 
men and events both before, and of, his time. 

The poem was Written to a Gentleman who had sent the 
Poet a newspaper and offered to continue it free of expense. 
The gendeman was supposed to have been Peter Stuart of the 
Star, London, to which Burns was an occasional contributor. 
Burns, in disparagement of himself, could "vend a rousing whid 
at times," and his affirmation that the contents of the paper were 
"really new" to him, and were just what for "mony a day" 
he had "graned and gaunted" is an example of his poetical 
fibbing. 

Burns goes over the questions to which he pretends he did 
not know the answers until he read the newspaper. Here are 
the questions, and I fill in the answers, although they may not 
be so full as those which were known to Burns. 

What French mischief was brewin'? 
The French Revolution, with all its hopes and horrors, was 

not far distant, and Burns was too acute of vision not to see it 
oComing. 

What the drumlie Dutch were doin'? 
Holland had decayed and was no longer a great Power. 

That vile doup-ske1per, Empemr Joseph, 
If Venus yet had got his nose off? 

Joseph n, Emperor of Austria (1741-1790), was a great and 
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beneficial ruler; in private life he was one of the most licentious 
men of his day. 

Or how the collieshangie works 
Atween the Russians and the Turks? 

Russia and Turkey were then at war, the cause being the 
aggression of Russia in the Crimea, which was then under 
Turkish rule. 

Or if the Swede, before he halt, 
Would play anither Charles the Twalt? 

The Swede was Gustavus Ill, who had gone to war with 
Russia, and Burns wondered if he would be warned by the fate 
of Charles XII, King of Sweden (1697-1718), who after many 
military victories fell a victim to his ambition for conquest, and 
left his country one of the lesser powers of Europe. The campaign 
against the Russians, to whom the poem refers, was thwarted 
by the nobles, and Gustavus was defeated. 

If Denmark, anybody spak o't? 
During the regency of Frederick VI the Danes were a 

miserable people, and the country was brought to the verge 
of' ruin. It had fallen so low among the nations that it was. 
not worth speaking about. 

Or Poland, who had now the tack o't? 
How cut-throat Prussian blades were hingin'? 

This refers to the first partition of Poland in 1772, and to 
the share which fell to Prussia. Burns lived to see the second 
partition in 1793. 

How libbet Italy was singin'? 
For about 150 years prior to the nineteenth century Italy was. 

under the domination of foreign Powers who partitioned it among 
themselves. 

If Spaniards, Portuguese, or Swiss, 
Were sayin' or takin' aught amiss? 

Spain was subservient to France, and her fortunes were very 
low. Portugal had lost many of her colonies, and her world 
glory had departed. In Switzerland there was an agitation for 
political reform. Was there anything, it is fair to ask, that Burns 
did not know about foreign affairs in his day? 

Burns was equally studious of home affairs:-
... how our merry lads at hame, 

In Britain's court kept up the game; 
How royal George, the Lord leuk o'er him! 
Was managing St. Stephen's quorum; 
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If sleekit Chatham Will was livin', 
Or glaikit Charlie got his nieve in; 
How Daddie Burke the plea was cookin', 
If Wa"en Hastings' neck was yeukin'; 

If that daft buckie, Geordie Wales, 
Was threshin still at hizzies' tails? 

77 

Here Burns, who said and wrote many things favourable and 
unfavourable about George Ill, regarded him as a dictator, which 
indeed he was, though the term had not then been applied to 
the head of a State. "Chatham Will" was William Pitt, Prime 
Minister and son of the great Earl of Chatham, who had also 
been Prime Minister. "Glaikit Charlie" was Charles James Fox, 
the strongest rival to the Premier. "Glaikit," a word used in 
these days to describe a girl, referred to the dissipated habits of 
Fox. Warren Hastings had been impeached for misdemeanours 
of which he was alleged to have been guilty during his rule in 
India, and "Daddie Burke" was Edmund Burke, who, with one 
of the greatest speeches in the annals of eloquence, opened in 
1788 the trial of Hastings ;'n the House of Commons. After 
one of the longest trials in history, Hastings was acquitted in 
1795-when Burns had still another year to live. "Geordie 
Wales" was the heir to the throne and a fit companion for 
Charles James Fox. Of the "young Potentate 0' Wales," Burns 
wrote ;'n A Dream:-

... some day ye may gnaw your nails, 
An' curse your folly sairly, 

That e'er ye brak' Diana's pales, 
Or rattl'd dice wi' Charlie 

By night or day. 

In the opening lines of the poem, Written to a Gentleman 
who had sent the Poet a newspaper, Burns asked:-

How guessed ye," Sir, what maist I wanted? 

And he concluded his summary of the events that were agitating 
Britain and Europe with the words:-

A' this and mair I never heard of; 
And, but for you, I might despair'd of. 

The value of the poem to-day is not the news which Burns 
professed that the newspaper gave him, but that it tells us 
how, with scanty leisure, he found time to inform himself so 
fully of all that was going on at home and abroad. 



PRESENTATION TO BURNS'S WIDOW 

By W. GREGOR MCGREGOR 

At a dinner in Sheffield some years ago, after the annual 
football match between Glasgow and Sheffield, the toast of 
"Glasgow" was responded to by Mr. J. K. McDowall, then 
Secretary of the Scottish F.A. (and, incidentally, father of Mr. J. 
Kevan McDowall, Senior Vice-President of The Burns Federation.) 

In the course of his speech, he mentioned that after the death 
of Robert Burns a few Scots residents in Sheffield made a present 
of silver candlesticks to his widow. As he did not know the 
date, I did a little research work and discovered in the files of 
The Iris, a Sheffield paper edited by another Ayrshire poet, 
J ames Montgomery, the following facts. 

The presentation of a pair of candlesticks, with snuffers and 
tray, was made by a Mr. J. Brown (a native of Dumfries resident 
in Sheffield), on 22nd October, 1821, in Dumfries. 

The tray bore the following inscription: "The gift of a few 
Scots in Sheffield to the widow of Burns," and a quatrain written 
by J ames Montgomery :-

"He passed through life's tempestuous night, 
A brilliant, trembling Northern Light; 
Through years to come he shines afar, 
A fixed, unsetting Polar Star." 

After writing the above for our Caledonian News, I discovered 
that the candlesticks were in the possession of Mrs. Violet Burns 
Gowring of Godalming, Surrey, a great-grand-daughter of Robert 
Burns. She sent me the following letter: -

"Dear Sir, 
In answer to your inquiries in The Caledonian News re 

the candlesticks. They are in my possession and ever since 
the death of Bonnie Jean they have been in the possession of 
one of her two soldier sons or their grandchildren. They 
have always been carefully looked after and treasured. 

Yours sincerely, 

VIOLET BURNS GOWRING." 

Mrs. Gowring died a few years ago and I managed to get in 
touch with her son, and by his permission I had a photograph 
taken of the candlesticks, tray and snuffers. 



"AULD LANG SYNE" AGAIN 

THE SONG No ONE KNOWS 

By J. C. EWING 

[No song continues to be misquoted more than "Auld Lang 
Syne," and both at Burns and other gatherings there is still a 
deplorable diversity of style and words. At the request of the 
Executive Committee of the Burns Federation, the following 
editorial article by the late J. C. Ewing is, therefore, reprinted 
from the 1934 issue of the Burns Chronicle. It is considered that 
this is the best means to bring the correct method of singing 
"Auld Lang Syne" to the notice of Club members; for this article 
of eighteen years ago unfortunately holds good to-day.] 

The song that everybody sings is the song that no one knows. 
Burns's "Auld Lang Syne" has become the most famous song in 
the world. Year by year it has linked in good fellowship men 
from the far corners of the earth, has drawn strangers and exiles 
into bonds of friendship, has re-united through ties of common 
memories men and women scattered far and wide by time and 
change. 

But although it is the world's greatest song of friendship, 
"Auld Lang Syne" has never succeeded in establishing its own 
words correctly. Millions of gatherings have taken up its strains in 
an overflow of warm-heartedness, but most of them have made 
the welkin ring with garbled lines, phrases Burns never wrote, 
variations that neither scholarship nor taste approves. Trusty 
"friens" still supplant trusty "fieres"; "cups 0' kindness" still 
battle for position with "gude-willy waughts." The lovely, linger
ing last line of verse and chorus-"For auld lang syne"-is still 
ousted by the breathless scurry of "For the days of auld lang syne.'· 
Amity is still left gasping and numb of wrist by the final and 
unauthorised break-neck repetition of the chorus. 

Efforts have indeed been made to remedy matters, but the 
bulk of the public remains unrepentant. Some years ago an 
appeal to this end was made in an article, "The Song of Friend
ship," printed in the initial volume of the present series of the 
Burns Chronicle. This article urged that Burns Clubs should 
try to put things right, by rendering "Auld Lang Syne" correctly 
at gatherings held in the poet's honour. The writer of the 
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article, Mr. William Power, pointed to the notorious deficiencies 
of the Br.itish people in artistic, social, and even technical matters 
as due entirely to their persistent disregard of one of the leading 
maxims of life-"If a thing is worth doing, it is worth doing 
well." To Hlustrate his case, he drew attention to the too
frequent culmination of a social meeting "in a mumbled and 
mangled rendering of Burns's immortal song." 

Eight years have passed since that article was printed, yet 
we still note "the dragging tune, the self-conscious stare, the fish
like hand extended to the trusty friend (sic), and the ghastly 
galvanism of the prestissimo" referred to in the article. How 
many Burns Clubs have profited by the advice? How many 
Burns Clubs to-day treat Burns's international anthem as it 
deserves? We understand that one of the Clubs in Edinburgh 
-"The Ninety"-sings the song correctly. We know also that 
the Past-President of the Burns Federation, Sir Alexander Gibb, 
has taken pains to see that every function with which he is 
associated concludes with a proper rendering of "Auld Lang 
Syne." Last autumn, too, at the Hallowe'en Concert of the 
Burns Club of London, Mr. Robert Burnett appealed to his 
audience to sing the song correctly, to consult the words given 
in the programme and simply join in the chorus after he had 
sung each verse. 

The thin end of the wedge has therefore been inserted. All 
that is needed now is the concerted effort of every Burns Club, 
of every Scottish Society, of every other gathering at which 
"Auld Lang Syne" is sung. If each of these will ensure that 
the song is sung correctly, the remedy is found and jingoistic 
variations will pass out of currency. For that reason we return 
to the subject, printing again, for the information of those who 
are unacquainted with them, "the original and by much the 
best words of the song"-as Burns himself described them. And, 
finally, we repeat our former suggestion that each of the first 
four stanzas should be entrusted to one of four reliable singers, 
and the last shared by all 'four, the united energies of the 
company being reserved for the chorus after each verse. 

AULD LANG SYNE 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind? 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And days 0' lang syne? 





Mr. John McVie at the ann ual Burns Dinner of the St. Andrcw Society of Denmark at 
Copenhagen in January, 1951. Mr. A. K. Duthie , O.B.E. , presided. This occasion was the 
first on which a President of the Burns Federation proposed " The Immorta l Memory" on the 

Continent. 



Chorus-And for auld lang syne, my jo, 
For auld lang syne, 

We'll tak a eup 0' kindness yet, 
For auld lang syne. 

And surely ye'll be your pint-stowp! 
And surd y I'll be mine! 

And we'll tak a eup 0' kindness yet, 
For auld lang syne. 

And for. /lte. 

We twa hae run about the braes 
And pu'd the gowans fine; 

But we've wander'd mony a weary foot 
Sin auld lang syne. 

And for, /lte. 

Wo twa hae paidI'd i' the burn 
Frae mornin' sun till dine; 

But seas between us braid hae roar'd 
Sin auld lang syne. 

And for, /lte. 

And there's a hand, my trusty fiere ! 
And gie's a hand 0' thine! 

And we'll tak a right gude-willy waught, 
For auld lang syne. 

And for, /lte. 
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ROBERT BURNS. Some Poems, Songs and Epistles. Edited by 
John McVie and illustrated by Mackay. (lOS. 6d. Oliver 
& Boyd.) 

The compilation of a good anthology is a work of art. 
Nothing appears simpler; nothing is, in fact, more difficult. If 
the anthologist is haphazard in his selection, his anthology invites 

failure. Yet the art of the anthologist is more than a matter of 
selection. As Sir Arthur Quiller Couch once pointed out, "it is 
not quite the dilettante business for which it is too often and 
ignorantly derided." 
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In this new book John McVie demonstrates how well he 
understands this fact; for the marks of the craftsman and scholar 
are easily recognised. 

In an admirable introduction, Dr. John W. Oliver explains that 
"the poems" here given are not poems of impassioned feeling; they 
are realistic, satiric, humorous, graphic, witty. They present 
Burns's 'criticism of life,' in all its breadth and variety, its sound
ness and its sanity." Incidentally, Dr. Oliver draws attention to 
one feature that appears throughout the book: "Burns's graphic 
power, his gift of flashing pictures on the mind's eye," the 
charac~eristic which another great son of Ayrshire, George Douglas 
Brown, emphasised in his centenary article on Burns in 1896. 
In the Third Epistle to ,. Lapraik, a storm-swept field is described 
in one vivid line, 

"But stooks are cowpet wi' the blast." 
The main purpose of the book, however, is to show Burns's 

range of humour from whip-lash wit to happy-go-lucky farce. 
We hear once more the homespun sense of The Twa Dogs, 
enjoy the satire of The Holy Fair, listen to Holy Willie as he 
lifts sanctimonious eyes to heaven, and mingle with the rich 
humanity of The Jolly Beggars. Old friends come forward: 
Tam 0' Shanter (one of the world's great short stories), Duncan 
Gray, Willie Wastel, Tam Glen and many more. The whole, 
numbering nearly fifty poems, is thus a lively pattern. 

If John McVie has slipped up, it is in his tide. It is ,too 
prosaic; it does not act as a signpost to the rich store within. 

That store, to be sure, is superbly illustrated in black-and-white 
by Mr. Mackay, well known as an illustrator to readers of the 
Weekly Scotsman and Edinburgh Evening Dispatch. When he 
gives rein to eldritch fancy, as in Address to the Deil, Tam o' 
Shanter, and Hallowe'en, he is in particularly happy mood. 
But the country sketches to Second Epistle to J. Lapraik and 
Third Epistle to ,. Lapraik are, by their very simplicity, full of 
charm. Mc Vie and Mackay are, indeed, a happy team. 

The book itself-in those days of paper difficulties and rising 
costs-is a miracle of production. Fe~ books of this quality 
are offered nowadays at half a guinea. Messrs. Oliver & Boyd 
,have done well by their author"':""and by Burns. 

THE LIFE OF ROBERT BURNS, by Catherine Carswell. New 
Edition. (16s. Chatto & Windus.) 

, This book, The Life of Robert Burns, by the late Mrs. 
. Catherine Carswell createrl a furore when it first appeared in 
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1930. There is no need, however, to recount the controversy 
that it provoked, and with this new edition, edited by her son, 
we can consider Mrs. Carswell's work without the distraction 
of dispute. "Time and the hour," Macbeth tells us, "runs 
through the roughest day." 

By the very output of books about Burns, it is obvious that 
there can never be a final verdict "for or against." Mrs. Carswell 
must have known that a man who stood head and shoulders above 
other men was bound to attract women, and that, as was once 
remarked by the late Sheriff Campbell Smith at Dundee, "Burns 
suffered as much from contact with 'foolish women' as with 
wicked men." What is perfectly clear now is that without his· 
passionate personality, his emotional nature, his impulses and 
his moods, he would never have written some of the purest love 
lyrics in the language. 

Mrs. Carswell writes well and expresses herself in robust and 
virile prose. The Burns whom she depicts is no cardboard 
figure. 

"Any notion of Robert as a dreamy-eyed young man weaving 
rhymes while loitering behind the plough, is as prettified as his 
portraits. An unwelcome energy informed his speech and move
ments. Into his Freemasonry, his friendship and loves, he poured 
the full violence· of living. Increasingly sure of a hearing from 
the best minds about him he was wildly stimulated by the 
head-wagging of the others. He walked godlike on his slopes, 
breathing poetry as he breathed the air, without effort or fore
thought. The germ of a poem came into being for him-a line, 
a verse or a string of verses-without his volition. But once 
there, he grasped and worked at it with artful ardour. His 
power of improvisation became stupendous. . " Even on the 
farm· Robert worked, for a time at least, not less but far 
harder than in his father's lifetime. He lifted heavier loads 
than anyone else, ploughed a straighter, quicker furrow, ~ew 
a truer cast of seed and showed his practical ingenuity in many 
ways, including the invention of a new, painless method of 
unhorning steers. Everylhing jn his fields was fuel to his flame
the failing crops, the rain or hoar, the field mouse scuttling 
from the ploughshare or the daisy bowing before it, the gaunt 
old mare waiting patiently for him-all were the stuff of poetry." 

This new edition, which contains four additional illustrations, 
will be welcomed by a new generation of readers. 

" Mossgiel. 
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A HISTORY OF BRITAIN AND EUROPE POR SCOTTISH SCHOOLS, 

by Agnes Mure Mackenzie, C.B.E., M.A., D.Litt., with a 
Preface by the Right Hon. Thomas Johnston. In three 
Parts. (The Grant Educational Company, Ltd., 1949. 
Part I: To the End of the Middle Ages, 5S'; Part 11: 
The RenaiS.Sllnce to the American War of Independence, 
5s. 6d.; Part Ill: From the French Revolution to 1945, 
6s.) 

(Reviewed by Mrs. Annie I. Dunlop, O.B.E., LL.D., D.Litt., Ph.D.) 
In his preface the Right Hon. Thomas Johnston sets out the 

aim of these three volumes, namely: "to place Scotland's nation
hood in lts proper setting against the curtain of world events 
and developments." The authoress herself stresses the need to 

I see history whole and not in "disconnected fragments." She has 
therefore written a "three-year course of general history," which 
is "a continuous story from the beginning. The remoter centuries 
are given broadly, but, as the tale approaches our own time, 
it grows more detailed. The purpose throughout has been to 
give the pupil not strings of facts to commit to memory but the 
consecutive experience of watching the conduct of the human 
race, in its broader movements, unroll through centuries." She 
has arranged her material in such a way that it can be used for 
three different purposes. The books can be studied as a whole; 
or special attention may be given to Scottish history, leaving the 
other chapters to be read privately a..s background; or the parts 
dealing with British and continental history may be studied in 
detail, leaving the Scottish sections for "free reading." 

Each volume is self-contained, with maps and illustrations and 
chronological tables; and for greater facility in consultation each 
chapter is sub-divided into paragraphs with caption headings. 
The result is to give a methodic survey of human affairs from 
pre-historic and Biblical times until our own age. Dr. Mure 
Mackenzie's style is clear, concise and colourful; but, where the 
matter must be highly condensed, it is almost inevitable that 
complicated situations should tend to be over~simplified. Thus, 
in her account of the Scottish Reformation she makes no mention 
of the fear of the political domination of France under the regency 
of Marie de Guise. Again, she states that James IV "made a 
law that all landowners should see that their sons were properly 
educated and knew the laws. This is the first British Education 
Act." But she does not confess that the Act was largely 
neglected, and that Justice continued to languish in Scotland. 

On the other hand the author's bird's-eye treatment brings 
out the main historical trends, and helps the pupil to trace a 
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chain of cause and effect. This should stimulate him to make 
further and more detailed study of particular periods. Dr. 
Mackenzie also stresses the importance of "what people think. 
and what they choose to do" .as factors in history, and her 
ethical standards are high. She knows great skill in weaving 
definitions of political terms into the pattern of her narrative, as, 
for exarpple, in describing the modern Cabinet system. Her 
three volumes are a work to be read for enjoyment as well as for 
profit. 

SCOTCH: THE WHISKY OF SCOTLAND IN FACT AND STORY, by 
Sir Robert Bruce Lockhart, K.C.M.G. (Putnam, 15s.). 

"This bQOk," the author tells us, "is a personal history of 
Scotch whisky." It is more: it is a brave salute to Scodand's 
national drink. • 

No one is, perhaps, better qualified than Sir Robert Bruce 
Lockhart to deal with this subject. He has built a sound 
literary reputation since the publication of Memoirs of a British 
Agent in 1932, and he has known Speyside from boyhood. He 
writes with authority about the Highland distilleries, and sighs, 
as so many do, for the era of the great malt whiskies. It 
is a harrowing thought in these 3s-shillings-a-botde days to 
remember that Glenlivet once cost half-a-crown a bottle. Other 
names, too, are like ghosts from the past: Glen Grant, Highland 
Park, Glen Burgie, Cardow, Balmenach, R-oyal Brackla, and so 
on. 

Interesting chapters are devoted to the barons of the trade
the Dewars, the Walkers, James Buchanan, the Haigs and the 
Mackies. Says the author: ". '. . they altered the taste of 
whisky, and this was and is sti,ll regarded as their greatest 
sin by the malt distillers and by the Celtic enthusiasts of malt 
whisky. However regrettable this may be, it is at least open 
to doubt whether malt whisky by itself would ever have con
quered the world and whether the blender-magnates, by taking 
a proportion of malt whisky, did not, in fact, benefit the pockets 
of the malt-distillers even if their palates were offended." 

Tracing the history of whisky through both world wars and 
American prohibition to the present time, the book is enlivened 
by many good stories. The author is right, too, to point out 
that, in the old days, "the temperance workers raged and had 
cause for their indignation, but in their efforts to suppress the 
drink trade they neglected the social conditions on which it 

• thrived. Whisky, in fact, was the consequence and not the 
cause of these conditions, ... " Even now this is often forgotten. 
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Incidentally, Sir Robert has a deep respect for Burns Night. 
He is quick to point out that "a lofty ritual and a deep knowledge 
of Burns go with it." He has this advice to give to those who 
are called upon to deliver the Immortal Memory. " ... unless 
you are a real expert, you will do well not to venture into too 
much detail about Burns. Your audience knows more about him 
than you do." 

Altogether Scotch is a 
teetotaler and the man who 
a common enjoyment. 

sound, well-balanced book. The 
likes his dram will both find in it 

SCOTS RECORDINGS 

The advantage of the gramophone over. the radio set is that 
a tune or a song can be played to suit one's mood at a given 
moment. This is particularly so in the case of the following 
records, which I recommend to all lovers of Scottish verse. 
Tam 0' Shanter is divided into three parts; it is an absorbing 
interpretation of what many consider to be Burns at his best. 
On the reverse side of Part Ill, Harold Wightman does well 
with Holy Willie's Prayer. In fact, it is a superb rendition, this, 
with all the necessary unction in ample measure. (Scottish 
Records. S.R. 1249.) In the same series (S.R. 1250) James 
Crampsey reads To a Mountain Daisy with sympathy and feeling, 
and continues with My Nannie's Awa', Sic a Wife as Willie had, 
Contented wi' Little, and 0, Willie Brewed a Peck 0' Maut. 
DX 1673, Columbia, under the auspices of the British Council, 
gives interesting readings of Thomas the Rhymer, The Unquiet 
Grave, and A Lyke Wake Dirge. These Border ballads are 
worth hearing. The reader is lan Stewart. Incidentally, the 
address of Scottish Records is 230 Union Street, Aberdeen. 

W. G. 

, 



ROBERT FERGUSSON 

CEREMONY IN CANONGATE CHURCHYARD 

On 2nd September, 1950, :l ceremony took place in Canongate 
Churchyard, Edinburgh, to commemorate the birth (on 5th 
~ptember, 1750) of ill-starred Robert Fergusson, and even at 
this late date it seems fitting that we should mark the occasion 
in the Burns Chronicle. Here, then, is part of the address given 
by Mr. Eric Linklater, the distinguished author, as he stood 
near the memorial stone which was set up by Burns during his 
Edinburgh visit in 1787. 

We have (said Mr. Linklater) in our troubled century seen 
and survived two great wars. No one of us is not aware of 
young men, brilliant, gay, challenging. in mind, who, in a mis
leading phrase, threw away their lives at the dictate of gallantry. 
I say a misleading phrase, because these lives, which were so 
recklessly sacrificed, quite apart from the fact that they may 
have helped to win a battle, did keep alive for all of us some
thing not only of the nobility of life but of the g~iety of life. 

As with young soldiers in the field of battle, so there have 
been through all time young artists, young poets, who have 
charged life as recklessly as those young men in war charged 
their opponents. . . . 

Such a one certainly was Robert Fergusson, who, born 200 
years ago, lived only 24 years, and of that time spent but a year 
or two in the exercise of his art. Coming to Edinburgh from 
St. Andrews, he entered life as if he were leading a charge 
of horse. I say advisedly a charge of horse, because not only 
did h~ enter recklessly into life, but he did it with style, with 
an air, with grace. One of my favourite Edinburgh stories is 
of a Writer to the Signet called Colquhoun Grant, who, after 
the affairs of Prestonpans, chased a party of dragoons to the 
very gates of the city, and then, perceiving that his fine tartan 
suit was splashed with blood, rode straight to his tailor to order 
new clothes. There was something of that spirit in the gaiety 
and grace with which Fergusson attacked the seeming drabness 
and undoubted poverty of his life. He did not succumb to 
poverty, he did not admit drabness, he was never guilty of 
self-pity. Out of the poverty of his life he succeeded in extract
ing great and persistent richness. He sought richness and found 

• 
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it in the society of his own kind, of men and women of a lively 
and cheerful disposition. He sought life in the clubs and taverns 
of the town, where with that invariable accompaniment in Scot
land of good living, ale and wine, they pursued their fashion of 
life without much thought of the morrow. 

What was the gain and advantage to us? Let us be selfish 
and consider his life from out point of view. He left us some 
inimitable poetry. It is good poetry, although not of the greatest. 
His spirit, his muse, was the 'muse of comedy rather than the 
muse of tragedy, and comedy has never been so highly regarded 
as tragedy for a sufficiently obvious reason. For tragedy, of 
course, flatters mankind, tragedy must emphasise the importance 
of mankind. Comedy prefers to see men with their heels tripped 
from under them. We are all perpetually having our heels 
tripped from under us, and perhaps comedy is more realistic. 

In the Victorian arts I suppose the man nearest in spirit 
and environment to Fergusson was Sir David Wilkie. It .is 
instructive indeed to read Fergusson's Leith Races, and then 
consider some of Wilkie's pictures of comparable scenes. But I 
would suggest that you should look at a greater artist than 
Wilkie, at Allan Ramsay, for a better insight into Fergusson's 
genius. Allan Ramsay painted with a single mind intent upon 
humanity. If 'you remember there was a little exhibition of 
Allan Ramsay's work last year in a house in Charlotte Square, 
and in that room with ordinary furniture set about and a few 
portraits on the walls, I heard again and again people coming 
out and saying, "It was not as if we had been looking at pictures, 
but meeting people." 

In Fergusson's poetry you get the sensation of a living land
scape. He was not m.uch concerned with the theory of poetry, 
but immensely concerned with what he saw and what he wanted 
to say about it. What he saw was the teeming life of Edinburgh 
in the 18th century, the teeming life of this old city of ours, 
this astonishing city, this wild, wicked, and dirty old city, but, 
because of the enormity of its buildings, the magnificence and 
indomitable vitality of its people, this superb old city. It was 
the life of closes and clubs of 18th century Edinburgh that inspired 
Fergusson's poetry, and we remember him in gratitude not only 
as a poet but as the keeper and preserver of Edinburgh in one 
of its greatest periods. He sacrificed himself and threw away 
his health in order to leave to us a few pages of poetry, immortal 
although not of the greatest art. That he sacrificed himself for 
this entitles him to our heartfelt thanks, and in spite of the 
recklessness of his life, to our deepest respect. 
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We must not think of him as poor Fergusson, but as gay, 
gallant, splendid Fergusson. And we think also here at this 
moment of a greater poet, one who recognised his debt to 
Fergusson, and insisted out of his own scanty pocket on 
erecting this memorial to him. Robert Burns, little less reckless 
than Fergusson, was as generous. Out of his small resource~ 
he first in Edinburgh insisted that a memorial should be built 
to his elder brother in poetry, and so we have here the double 
pleasure of remembering two poets together, one preceding the 
other in time, both of them very often moved by that same 
robust and abundant spirit of Scottish gaiety . 

• 



THE BACHELORS' CLUB 

OPENING AT TARBOLTON 

To while away the dreich winter nights, Burns, with his 
brother, Gilbert, apd other young men, formed a club-the 
Tarbolton Bachelors. 

To-day, the two-storeyed building where their meetings were 
held now stands secure from the dilapidation and demolition 
that threatened it. 

On Saturday, 6th October, 1951, it was handed--completely 
restored-to the care of a local committee by the National Trust 
for Scodand. 

Mr. Robert Jack, chairman of the local committee, presided, 
and Mr. John McV;e, immediate -past president of the Burns 
Federation, related the building's history. 

"It is fourteen years," he said, "since the Burns world was 
perturbed by a proposal of Ayr County Council to include the 
Bachelors' Club in a clearance order. The then Marquess of 
Bute, the Earl of Dumfries, and Lord Colum Crichton-Stuart 
offered, between them, to subscribe half the purchase price, and 
the Earl of Glasgow agreed to be chairman of an appeal com
mittee. Meanwhile a local appeal committee was formed, _ which 
in a short time raised about half the total money subscribed. 
The war intervened and the place was requisitioned by the 
Army." 

Mr. McVie then described how Burns, at the age of 21, 
founded the Bachelors' Club, which was probably the first rural 
debating society in the country, and presided at its opening 
meeting on nth November, 1780-Hallowe'en by the old style 
of reckoning. 

"According to 'The History of the Rise, Proceedings, and 
Regulations of the Club,' which was evidendy written by Burns 
himself," continued Mr. McVie, "the club was to meet every 
fourth Monday night to debate on any subject-disputed points 
of religion alone excepted. It was to consist of not more than 
sixteen members, all bachelors belonging to the parish of 
Tarbolton, but should a member marry, he could continue his 
membership if the majority of members approved." 

Mr. McVie suggested that when Burns took part in the 
debates of the Bachelors' Club, he was laying the foundation for 
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acqumng that wonderful facility of expression which amazed 
the literati of Edinburgh. 

After Mr. McVie had concluded by expressing his confidence 
that the local committee would see that the old building was 
maintained in a manner worthy of its traditions and associations 
with Burns, and be a pleasure to the poet's counless admirers, the 
building was formally, opened by the secretary of the National 
Trust, Mr. J. C. Stormonth Darling. Turning the key in the 
lock, Mr. Darling led the way inside, where a prayer of 
dedication was offered by the Rev. A. M. Paterson, minister of 
Tarbolton. 

Mr. Darling brought a personal message from the Earl of 
Wemyss, chairman of the Trust, expressing regret that he could 
not be present. 

That evening, on the B.B.C. Scottish Home Service, Mr. 
McVie gave a five-minute News Talk on the opening. 

It is heartening to note that Tarbolton Literary Society, a 
direct lineal descendant of the Bachelors' Club, held its first 
meeting of the winter session within the walls of the building 
three days after this official ceremony. 



BURNS AND THE CHURCH 

On the occasion of the Annual Conference of the Council of 
the Burns Federation at Montrose, the following sermon was 
delivered by the Reverend Frederick Kennedy, B.D., at morning 
service in Montrose Old ·Church :-

Firstly, let me welcome the members of the Burns Federation 
and their hosts of this year, as well as the Town Council and 
officials, to this service in the Old Church. 

This church, as you see it, was begun within a year or two 
of the bard's death, but its predecessor-the pre-Reformation 
Church of St. John the Evangelist-;-occupied pretty much the 
sam'T site and would be seep. by the poet as he passed through 
the town on his recorded visit, though his father would know it 
well and possibly worshipped in it. 

I am afraid the Church could have done better in its dealings 
with the poet, and I could wish that his experiences within its 
walls could have been a little more profitable to him. Had there 
been a little less discipliJle and a little more exhortation to the 
poet to try to live up to his heavenly gift, I think his attitude 
to the Auld Kirk would have been a little less angry-for the 
minister or ministers who addressed him with thunderous reproach 
and calls to repentance showed rather their own darkness in 
understanding than the sinfulness of sin. 

Would that they could have answered the' poet's own plea 
that a man's a man for a' that, and that God is most anxious 
for us and solicitous for our success in using our best gifts 
and fulfilling them by overcoming the sins that so easily beset 
us. 

I don't think they brought home to Robert Burns that his 
faults were more distressing in him than in other men just 
because he had been blessed with genius. and was therefore 
under greater responsibility than most to enable his genius to 
breathe pure air. 
I But when we have said that and confessed and deplored the 
lack of sympathy and understanding from those who ought to 
have shown both-a lack which Burns must have felt keenly and 
which might have helped him to avoid a definite defeatist view of 
frail humanity, both in himself and others-we have said all 
we can and to little purpose. 

For, while we can admire and deplore without limit in our 
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study of the poets life and work, we cannot say at any point 
that we can either understand . the wonder of his genius nor 
explain away his weaknesses. 

Nowadays, in this enlightened welfare state, such obvious 
and exceptional gifts would have been subsidised, and who knows 
without his bitter struggle against want, intolerance and bad 
health, we might have nourished a happier man but a lesser 
poet. 

I take it that the experiment in giving everyone an equal 
chance is based on the assumption that it should never be 
tolerated by a responsible state that genius should be allowed 
to waste hself away in the unequal struggle for existence in a 
world where there is plenty for all, but enjoyed by a few. 

The idea is good, and might change the sad history that 
seems summed up in the saying "whom the gods love die 
young.'" . 

By doing honour to Burns as champion of the poor and the 
herald of true worth in every man, we do more than gild the 
tombs of the prophets-perhaps we make the world safer for 
prophets and poets alike. 

But I should hate to think that our ideal is just to make them 
comfortable, for surely it is a maxim deeply carved in the 
Scottish mind, even before birth, that comfort is something that 
kills enterprise, and one cannot write or think gready in an 
armchair. 

The greatest of Scots are those who have been able to say 
to themselves to some purpose "Let's get out of here." That is 
perhaps the reason why this gathering of Scots has to call many 
of its members together from so many lands furth of Scodand. 

It was a true saying of Dr. Samuel Johnson that the "fairest 
vista that a Scot can behold is the high road that leads furth 
of Scodand," though I believe his actual phrase was' "the high 
road that leads to England," a true saying that I feel should 
be remembered and recorded in the constitution of the Scottish 
Nationalist party who would seek to confine our best spirits 
to the narrow limits of the Scottish land. After all, the world 
is our oyster. 

What I want to say is just this-and I say it rather than 
attempt to say something about the wonder of Burns's verse, 
which such people as are gathered here could say much better
that O\lr national bard speaks not a Scottish message, though 
he does that to every truly Scottish man and woman, but a 
world message. 

I think it is no extravagance to assert that the two books 
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which have done more to form the world outlook and the world
broad vision that have stirred the Scottish heart to great things 
in every land are the Bible and the poems of Burns. , 

The Bible has. contributed the ability to put up with hardship 
for the sake of a cherished goal, for it has given us an ancestry 
of strong and obstinate independence, where a man can claim 
his right to serve his God and his country with all that is in 
him, refusing all human interference in either direction. 

The book of Burns has instilled into him the realisation of his 
precious domestic struggle and the kindness of neighbourliness 
towards all who breathe his 'native air, his pride in simple joys 
and the ways of simple folk,', the sadness of their mistakes and 
inhumanities to each other and the unspoken quality of their 
loves and loyalties. 

No Scottish fireside, no Scottish gathering feels itself complete 
without the friendly companionship and affection of the bard. 

VISITORS TO BURNS' HOUSE 

The number of visitors this year to Burns' House showed a 
considerable reduction. The figure for the year was 21,588. 
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Dri"e, Pollokshields, Glasgow, S.I. 

G 
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XIII. Southern Scottish Counties-JAMES DENNISTON, F.E.I.S., Mossgiel, 
Cardoness Street, Dumfries. 

Mrs. M. COULSON, 52 Friars Vennel, Dumfries. 

XIV. London and South-East~rn England-JoHN M. SWAN, 17 Roxborough 
Park, Harrow, Middlesex. 

XV. North-Eastern England-J. RENWICK VICKERS, Belvoir, St. Bedes, 
East Boldon, Co. Durham. 

XVI. North-Western England-HAMIsH H. RAE, 9 Park View, Waterloo, 
Liverpool, 22. 

XVII. Midlands of England-JoHN CURRIE, 20 Arboretum Street, 
Nottingham. 

W. GREGOR McGREGOR, 10 Moor Oaks Road, Sheffield, 10. 

XVIII. South· Western England-GEoRGE HUMPHREY, Bank Buildings, 
Newtongrange, Midlothian. 

XIX. Wales-J. DoUGLAS CAIRNS, M.A., 7 Wattfield Road, Ayr. 
XX. Ir~land-Col. T. M. RIDDELL, Mill House, Fintry, Stirlingshire. 

XXI. South Africa-DoNALD F. MACNAIR, 103 Fotheringay Road, Glasgow, 
S.I. 

XXII. Australia-T. ATHOLL ROBERTSON, F.R.G.S., F.S.A.Scot., Dunvorlich, 
Ewanfield, Crieff, Perthshire. 

XXIII. New Zealand-Mrs. M. THoMsON, 21 Gilbertfield Road, Cambuslang. 

XXIV. Canada-JAMEs ADAIR, 22 Newark Drive, Glasgow, S.I. 

XXV. lndia-ARTHUR McKERROW, Rickerby, Lochanhead, Dumfries. 

XXVI. U.S.A.-HERBERT C. REID, 
JOHN R. HURRY, 9271 Neff Road, RR. No. I, Clio, Mich., 

U.S.A. 
ALEXANDER M. BucHAN, 535 Dielman Road, St. Louis 

County, MissoUIi, U.S.A. 

XXVII. Near and Middle East-HuGH M. MAcINTYRE, Elmsley, 7 RacecoUIse 
Road, Ayr. 

XXVIII. Europ~-

SUB-COMMITTEES. 

Financ~: Messrs. Macnair (Conv~~), Adair, Campbell, Denniston, 
Hardie and Humphrey and Mrs. MacIntosh. 

M~morials: Bailie Andrew Y. Crawford (Conv~~r), Messrs. Beet, Wm. 
Boyle, Irving, Juner and Sharp and Mrs. Coulson. 

Scottish Literatur~: Messrs. M'Vie (Conv~n~), Beet, Belford, Wilson 
Boyle, Lewis, Allan MacIntyre and Robertson. 

Schools: Messrs. Belford (Conv~~), Adair, Cairns, Campbell, Denniston, 
Humphrey, Allan MacIntyre and O'Reilly. Co·opted member :-Wm. L. 
Morren, 37a Union Street, Greenock. 

D~velopment: Messrs. Irving (Conv~ner), Adair, James R. Crawford, 
Goudie, Humphrey, Turnbull and Vickers and Mrs. MacIntosh, with the Hon. 
Secretary and Hon. Treasurer. 

AUDITORS. 

WILLIAM A. GOLD, Wallacethorn, Riccarton, Kilmarnock. 
GEORGE BIlOWN, M.A., Dunard, 52 Witch Road, Kilmarnock. 
W. Y. HAGGO, 3 Seaford Street, Kilmarnock. 
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CONSTITUTION AND RULES. 

Nam~. 

I. The Association shall be called "The Burns Federation," 
with headquarters at Kilmarnock. 

Ob;ects. 
2. The objects of the Federation shall be 

(a) To strengthen and consolidate, by universal affilia
tion, the bond of fellowshi p amongst the 
members of Burns Clubs and kindred Societies. 

(b) To purchase and preserve manuscripts and other 
relics associated with Robert Burns. (Gifts of 
relics shall be reported by the Hon. Secretary 
at the next meeting of the Execu~ve Committee 
following thereon.) 

(c) To mark with suitable inscriptions, repair, or renew 
buildings, tombstones, etc., interesting from their 
association with Robert Burns. 

(d) To encourage institutions and movements in honour 
of Robert Burns. 

(e) To encourage and arrange School Children's Com
petitions in order to stimulate the teaching and 
study of Scottish history, literature, art and 
musIc. 

(f) To encourage the development of Scottish literature, 
art and music. 

Membership. 
3. (a) The Federation shall consist of affiliated Clubs and 

Societies. Burns Clubs and kindred Societies may be admitted to 
the Federation by the Executive Committee, on application in 
writing to the Hon. Secretary, enclosing a copy of their Constitu
tion and List of Office-bearers. Such applications shall be con
sidered by the Executive Committee at its next meeting. 

(b) Clubs shall be grouped into Districts as shown in the 
subjoined 'Schedule, but Clubs on the borders of Districts shall 
have the right to elect to which District they wish to belong. 

(c) Ladies or gentlemen who have rendered conspicuous 
service to the Burns Movement may be elected by the Council 
to the position of Honorary President or Honorary Vice-President, 
on the recommendation of the Executive Committee. 

Council. 
4. The Council shall consist of the Hon. Presidents, the Hon. 

Vice-Presidents, the Executive Committee, the Auditors and three 
members elected by each Club. 

Conference of th~ Council. 
5. (a) The Annual Conference of the Council shall be held, 

at such place as may be arranged, on the second Saturday of 
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September, when the Annual Reports shall be submitted and 
Office-bearers for the ensuing year elected. 

(b) Clubs outwith the United Kingdom may be represented 
by proxy at the Conference. 

(c) Nominations for Offices shall be made by the Executive 
Committee or by Clubs. 

(d) Nominations' of Office-bearers, Intimations of election of 
District representative members, and Notices of motion shall be 
lodged in writing with the Hon. Secretary not later than the 
second Saturday of June. But notwithstanding this, the Executive 
COIpmittee shall have power at any of its meetings to formulate 
proposals on any subject it may deem necessary or expedient to 
be placed on the Agenda for discussion and decision at the Annual 
Conference. 

(e) The Agenda of the Conference and the Annual Reports 
shall be issued to Clubs by the Hon. Secretary not less than one 
month before the Conference. 

(f) No alteration shall be made in the "Constitution and 
Rules" except at the Conference of the Council, and then only 
by a two-thirds' majority of those voting. 

Executive Committee. 
6. (a) The Executive Committee shall consist of 
(1) President, Past-Presidents, two Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secre

tary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Hon. 
Secretary of School Children's Competitions and Assistant Hon. 
Secretary; and 

(2) Representative members elected by Districts, as shown in 
the subjoined Schedule. 

(b) The office-bearers shall retire annually. The President 
shall not be re-elected except on the recommendation of the 
Executive Committee carried by two-thirds of their number voting 
at the appropriate meeting and approved by two-thirds of those 
voting at the Annual Conference of the Council. Other office
bearers shall be eligible for re-election. 

(c) District representative members shall be elected annually 
by all Districts on the basis of one member for the first five 
Clubs, and one member for every additional ten Clubs, in each 
District; but for Edinburgh, London, Wales, Ireland and Overseas 
Districts; one Club in each shall qualify for admission as a 
District. No District shall have more than one member unless 
the number of its Clubs exceeds fourteen. If a District fail to 
elect a representative member, the Executive Committee shall 
have power to fill the vacap.cy. 

Meetings of the Executive Committee. 
7. (a) The Executive Committee shall conduct the business of 
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the Federation, and shall meet on the third Saturdays of October, 
December, March and June, and when called by the Hon. 
Secretary. The place of each meeting shall be fixed at the 
previous meeting. 

(b) The Hon. Secretary shall give at least one week's notice of 
meetings, along with the Agenda. 

(c) Notices of motion and other business to appear in the 
Agenda sho.uld reach the Hon. Secretary at least a fortnight 
before the meeting. 

(d) Special meetings may be held on a written request to the 
Hon. Secretary signed by not fewer than ten members of the 
Committee and stating the business to be considered. 

(e) Ten shall form a quorum at meetings. 
(f) The President, the Vice-Presidents, the Hon. Secretary, 

the Hon. Treasurer and the Assistant Hon. Secretary shall be 
er officiis members of all Standing Sub-Committees. 

Subscriptions. 
8. (a) Each Club, on admission to the Federation, shall pay a 

registration fee of One guinea, in addition to the annual 
subscription of Two pounds. 

(b) Clubs in arrear with their subscriptions shall not be 
entitled to be represented at the annual Conference of the 
Council. 

(c) Clubs failing to pay their subscriptions for two con
secutive years shall be struck off the roll of the Federation. 

Finance. 
9. (a) The Sub-Committee on Finance shall consist of sevea 

members of the Executive Committee, five to form a quorum. 
(b) No accounts shall be paid without the authority of the 

Finance Committee, which shall submit the Minutes of its 
meetings to the quarterly meetings of the Executive Committee. 

(c) The Bank Account shall be kept in the name of the 
Federation, and shall he operated hI the Hon. Treasurer for the 
time being. Deposit Receipts shal be taken out in the name 
of the Federation, to be drawn on the endorsement of the 
President, the Hon. Secretary, and the Hon. Treasurer, or any 
two of them. All other securities, investments and properties 
shall be held in name of the President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. 
Secretary and Hon. Treasurer and their successors in office as 
Trustees for the Federation. 

Honorary Secretary. 
10. The Hon. Secretary shall keep the Minute Book of 

the Federation, in which shall be recorded the proceedings of 
all meetings. He shall also conduct the correspondence of the 
Federation, convene all meetings, and issue Diplomas. He shaH 

• 
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prepare the Executive Committee's Report on the year's 
transactions, for submission to the Conference of the Council. 

Honorary Treasurer. 
11. The Hon. Treasurer shall have charge of all monies paid 

to the Federation, and shall pay all accounts authorised by the 
Finance Committee. He shall prepare a statement of his accounts 
for the year to 31st July, which shall be audited by two Auditors, 
who shall be appointed annually at the Conference of the Council, 
and who shall not be members of the Executive Committee. 

Publications. 
12. (a) The Scottish Literature Committee shall be responsible 

to the Executive Committee for policy in connection with any 
publications issued by the Federation. 

(b) The Burns Chronicle shall be an official publication of the 
Federation and shall be published annually, not later than 1st 
January, at such price as the Executive Committee may decide. 
It shall contain a Directory of the Clubs on the roll of the 
Federation, reports of the transactions of the Federation and of 
affiliated Clubs during the previous year, as prepared by the Hon. • 
Secretary, and such literary matter and Hlustrations as may be 
decided by the Hon. Editor. 

(c) The Hon. Editor shall be responsible for the publication 
of the Chronicle and shall submit annually a report on the sale 
of the latest issue. 

(d) Estimates for the printing of all publications shall be 
approved by the Finance Committee. 

School Childrro's Competitions. 
13. The Hon. Secretary of School Children's Competitions shall 

give assistance to affiliated Clubs in the organisation of their Com
petitions, and shall endeavour to co-ordinate the efforts of the 
various Clubs. He shall submit annually a report on the Com
petitions organised by the Clubs. 

Broefits. 
14. (a) Each Club, on affiliation, shall be supplied gratis 

with the Diploma of Membership of the Federation. 
(b) Members of affiliated Clubs shall be entided to receive 

a Pocket Diploma on payment of One Shilling. 
(c) Affiliated Clubs and Societies shall be supplied gratis with 

three copies of the Burns Chronicle and one copy of newspapers 
containing reports of meetings, demonstrations, &c., organised, 
conducted or attended by the Federation. 

(d) Members of affiliated Clubs shall be entitled to' be 
supplied, through the Secretaries of their respective Clubs, with 
copies of all works published by the Federation, at sucb 
discount as may be fixed by the Executive Committee. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS 

(S~e Article No. 6c of "Constitution") 

I. Ayrshire. 
II. Edinburgh. 

Ill. Glasgow. 
IV. Dunbarton, Argyll, and Bute Shires. 
V. Fifeshire. 

VI. Lanarkshire. 
VII. Lothians (Mid and East) and Borders. 

VIII. Lothian (West). 
IX. Renfrewshire. 
X. Stirling, Clackrnannan, and West Perth Shires. 

XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross. 
XII. Northern Scottish Counties. 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties. 
XIV. London and South-Eastern England. 

Essex, Hertford, Middlesex, Berks, Buckingham, Oxford, 
Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex, Kent. 

XV. North-Eastern England. 
Northumberland, Durham, Yorkshire (except Sheffield, 

Rotherham, Doncaster). 
XVI. North-Western England. 

Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire. 
XVII. Midlands of England. 

Derby, Nottingham, Lincoln, South Yorkshire, Leicester, 
Rutland. 

Stafford, Shropshire, Worcester, Warwick, Northampton, 
Cambridge, Huntingdon, Bedford, Norfolk, Suffolk. 

XVIII. South-Western ,England. 
Hereford, Gloucester, Wilts, Somerset, Dorset, Deyon, 

Cornwall, Monmouth. 
XIX. Wales. 
XX. Ireland. 

XXI. South Africa. 
XXII. Australia. 

XXIII. New Zealand. 
XXIV. Canada. 
:XXV. India. 

XXVI. United States of America. 
XXVII. Near and Middle East. 
XXVIIi. Europe. 
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o Kilmarnock. 
35 Dairy. 

I. Ayrshire-39 Clubs: 4 Members. 

5~ Glaisnock. 

45 Cumnock. 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik. 
86 Winsome Willie, 

Old Cumnock. 
123 Boswell Auchinleck. 
173 Irvine. 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Assoc. 
252 Alloway. 
274 Troon. 
275 Ayr. 
288 Beith Caledonia. 
310 Mauchline. 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery. 
435 Ayr Tarn 0' Shanter. 
500 New Cumnock. 
564 Ochiltree Winsome Willie. 
592 Benwhat. 
593 Barrrnill. 

608 Riccarton Wallace. 
621 Scottish Aviation. 
622 Coylton. 
623 Kilwinning. 
632 Syrnington. 
634 Ardeer. 
639 Cumnock Dumfries Arms. 
649 Auld AfHeck, Auchinleck. 
664 West Kilbride. 
666 Valley of Doon Ladies. 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine). 
680 Thistle, Saltcoats. 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock. 
694 Brawling Coyle, Rankinston. 
705 St. Cuthbert's, Maybole. 
715 Irvine Eglinton. 
717 Gateside Jolly Beggars. 
728 Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton. 
738 Cru;rick (Girvan). 

Secretary: John M. Irving, ~o Mdville Street, Kilmarnock. 

n. Edinburgh-Io Clubs: I Member. 

22 Edinburgh. 
65 Mussdburgh. 

124 Ninety. 
212 Portobello. 
293 New Craighall. 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Assoc. 
314 Edinburgh Scottish. 
341 Leith. 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Assoc. 
398 Colinton. . 

Secretary: Fred. J. Belford, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, Liberton, 
Edinburgh, 9. 

m. Glasgow-25 Clubs: 3 Members. 

3 Tarn o' Shanter. 
7 Thistle. 
9 Royalty. 

33 Haggis. 
36 Rosebery. 
49 Bridgeton. 
53 Govan Fairfield. 
68 Sandyford. 

72 Partick. 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes. 
91 Shettleston. 

139 National. 
153 Scottish. 
169 Glasgow B.C. Assoc. 
I~I Primrose. 
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GLASGO'W-continuea 

263 Masonic. 
282 Burns Bowling Association. 

295 Burns House. 
477 Bellahouston. 
484 Sheddens Ladies. 

581 Cumbernauld. 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda. 
612 Torrance Masonic. 

653 Glasgow Ex-Service Teachers. 
677 Plummet Masonic. 

Secretary: Andrew Stenhouse, LL.B., 104 West Campbell Street, 

Glasgow, C.2. 

IV. Dunbarton, Argyll, and Bute Sb.ites--7 Clubs: I Member. 

2 Alexandria. 
10 Dumbarton. 

244 Dalmuir and Clydebank. 
421 Arrochar and Tarbet. 

580 Cumbrae. 

6240ban. 
~5 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire). 

Secretary: Wm. C. Cockburn, Holmwood House, Uddingston. 

V. Fifeshire-2I Clubs: 2 Members. 

62 Cupar. 
85 Dunfermline. 

184 Blairadam. 
262 Fife B.C. Assoc. 
283 Sinclairtown. 
326 Bingry Jolly Beggars Ladies. 

345 Denbeath. 
350 Markinch. 
447 Cowdenbeath Mountain 

Daisy Ladies. 
452 Auchterderran Bonnie Jean. 
463 Kirkford Bonnie Jean. 
478 Kelty and Blairadam Bonnie 

Doon Ladies. 

496 Auld Hoo~e, Burntisland. 
655 Kennoway Jolly Beggars. 
656 Dundonald "Jean Armour" 

Ladies. 
667 Thornton and District Tam 

0' Shanter. 

673 Highland Mary, 
Auchterderran. 

688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, 
Kirkcaldy. 

697 Ballochmyle, Comrie (Fife). 
709 A' The Airts, Halbeath. 
729 Tam 0' Shanter (Anstruther). 

Secretary: T. C. Anderson, Rowan Cottage, 194 Main Street, 
Kelty, Fife. 
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VI. Lanarkshire-39 Clubs: 4 Members. 

20 Airdrie. 526 Dykehead Tarn 0' Shanter. 
121 Hamilton Junior. 529 William Mitchell. 
133 Newarthill. 533 Fauldhouse. 
152 Hamilton. 542 Newarthill White Heather. 
207 Cambuslang Win gate. 549 Bothwell Bonnie Lesley Ladies. 
237 Uddingston Masonic. 574 Holy town Blair Athole. 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean. . 577 Dalserf and Clydesdale. 
356 Burnbank Masonic. 578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
372 Baillieston Jean Armour. 587 Budhill and Springboig. 
387 Mary Campbell 595 Allanton Brig 0' Doon Ladies. 

(Cambuslang). 598 Forth Jolly Beggars. 
388 Kyle (Shotts) Ladies. 614 Bellshill Caledonian. 
390 Meikle Earnock Jolly Beggars. 637 Larkhall App1ebank. 
392 Whifilet. 642 Rutherglen. 
424 Cambuslang Tarn 0' Shanter. 668 Harthill and Eastfield Tam 
466 Dykehead Afton Water 0' Shanter. 

Ladies. 66g Coatbridge Home Guard. 
467 Gilbertfield Highland Mary 700 Hamilton Jubilee. 

Ladies. 713 Kind Wife, Stonehouse. 
505 Wishaw Masonic. 714 Polkemmet "Lea-Rig." 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies. 724 Shotts. 

734 Larkhall Masonic. 

Secretary:John C. Weir, 75 Wilson Road, Allanton, Shotts. 

VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders-14 Clubs: 2 Members. 

198 Gorebridge Jolly Beggars. 
199 Newbattle and District. 
239 Hawick. 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel. 
400 Haddington. 
427 Gorebridge Glencairn. 
613 Tranent No. I. 

631 Pencaitland and Ormiston. 
635 Jean Armour, Tranent. 
641 Rosewell. 
644 Heiton. 
650 Mid and East Lothians and 

Borders B.C.A. 
651 Dalkeith Plough. 

654 Ormiston Yew Tree. 

Secretary: R. Pilmer, 21 Bryan's Avenue, Newtongrange. 
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VIll. West Lothian-S Clubs: I Member. 

~32 Winchburgh. 579 Bathgate Tam 0' Shanter. 
471 Rose of Grange (Bo'ness). 615 West Lothian B.C.A. 

645 Bo'ness Jolly Beggars. 

Secretary: Robert Findlay, 72 Main Street, Winchburgh, West Lothian. 

IX. Renfrewshire-I4 Clubs: 2 Members. 

21 Greenock. 
48 Paisley. 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars. 

190 Port-Glasgow. 
209 Greenock St. John's. 
254 Greenock Victoria. 
269 Johnstone Tam 0' Shanter. 
383 Greenock Heather. 

430 Gourock. 
431 Inverkip. 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 
538 Greenock & District 

P.P. Assoc. 

576 Fort Matilda. 
702 Greenock Foundry Masonic. 

Secretary: Arthur C. E. Lewis, Vallorbe, 16 Rodney Road, Gourock. 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan, and West Perth Shires---27 Clubs: 
3 Members. 

4 Callander. 
37 Dollar. 
50 Stirling. 

126 Falkirk. 
.218 Bannockburn. 
292 Grahamston. 
380 Falkirk Cross Keys. 
399 St. Ringans. 
409 Stenhousemuir and District. 
426 Sauchie. 
469 Denny Cross. 
503 Dunblane. 
510 Scottish Dyes. 
558 Cambusbarron. 

582 Higginsneuk. 
620 Muirhead. 
630 Coalsnaughton. 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva. 
648 Carron Bridge, Kilsyth . 
657 Fallin. 
665 Gartmorn Ladies. 
679 Tullibody and Cambus. 
690 Pirn Hall. 
692 Brighton's Cronies. 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tillicoultry. 
731 Elphinstone (Airth): 
732 Brig (Falkirk). 

Secreury: William P. Turnbull, 13 Dollar Avenue, Falkirk. 
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XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinro~ Clubs: 1 Member. 

14 Dundee. 
42 Strathearn. 
76 Brecrun. 

82 Arbroath. 
242 Montrose. 
627 Kinross. 

659 Dundee Bums Society. 

Secretary: R. V. Fairweather, Jun., 47a John Street, Montrose. 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member. 

40 Aberdeen. 
149 Elgin. 
336 Peterhead. 
403 Fraserburgh. 
458 Stonehaven. 
470 St. Giles (Elgin). 

670 Strath (Kyleakin). 
686 Banchory. 
691 Inverness. 
6gB Turriff. 
723 Strathpeffer. 
733 Aberdeen Burns Study Circle. 

Secretary: Frank Robertson, 6 Upper Kirkgate, Aberdeen. 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties--19 Clubs: 2 Members. 

112 Dumfries Howfi. 536 Whithorn. 
217 Eskdale. 562 Castle Douglas. 
226 Dumfries. 589 Solway. 
309 Annan. 616 Kirkconnel and Sanquhar. 
323 Kirkcudbright. 625 Lockerbie. 
393 Annan Ladies. 626 Moffat and District. 
437 Dumfries Ladies. 629 Sanquhar. 
479 Queen of the South Ladies. 660 The Langholm Ladies. 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A.6g3 Masonic, Kirkcudbright. 

730 Wigtown. 

Secretary: Mrs. M. Coulson, 52 Friars Vennel, Dumfries. 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-7 Clubs: I Member. 

I Burns Club of London. 
481 London Ayrshire Society. 
492 Harrow Ca!. Soc. 
570 'Scottish Clans Assoc. of 

London. 

617 Reading and District Ca!. Assoc. 
663 Bournemouth and District 

Ca!. Soc. 
719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 

Society. 

Secretary: John M. Swan, 17 Roxborough Park, Harrow, Middlesex. 
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xv. North-Eastern England-14 Clubs: I Member. 

89 Sunderland. 551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 
156 Newcastle. 555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 
158 Darlington. 696 Whitley Bay. 
165 WalIsend. 699 Choppington. 
379 Hartlepools. 718 St. Andrew Society of York. 
534 Bedlington and District. '122 Bridlington Cal. Society. 
548 Leeds Cal. Soc. 735 Barnard Castle. 

Secretary: John D. McBain, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland. 

XVI. North-Western England-9 Clubs: I Member. 

71 Carlisle. 
236 Whitehaven. 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars 
Ladies. 

6 I 8 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Soc. 
363 Barrow, St. Andrew's Society. 674 Manchester and Salford 
366 Liverpool. Cal. Assoc. 
417 Burnley and District. 708 Carlisle Highland Assoc. 

Secretary: Miss Florence M. M'Leod, Rowanhill, 34 Childwall 
Mount Road, Liverpool, 16. 

XVII. Midlands of England-24 Clubs: 2 Members. 

11 Chesterfidd Cal. Soc. 563 Norfolk Cal. Soc. 
17 Nottingham. 584 Corby. 
55 Derby. 606 Rockingham. 

16'J Birmingham. 661 Leamington and Warwick 
296 Walsall. Cal. Soc. 
329 Newark and District. 683 Stratford-upon-Avon and 
405 Sheffidd Cal. Soc. District Cal: Soc. 
439 Barnsley Scottish Soc. 704 Evesham and District 
454 Rotherham. Caledonian Society. 
461 Leicester Cal. Soc. 706 North Lindsey Scots Society. 
528 Loughborough Scottish Soc. 707 Malvern Scots Club. 
553 Wolverhampton Cal. Soc. 720 Retford Cal. Soc. 
556 Doncaster Cal. Soc. 736 Maltby Caledonian Society. 
559 Coventry Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: John Currie, 20 Arboretum Street, Nottingham. 

XVIII. South-Western England-6 Clubs: I Member. 

120 Bristol. 

446 Herefordshire. 

535 Plymouth and District 
Cal. Soc. 

721 Plymouth Burns Club. 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Soc. 737 Torquay Scottish Society. 

Secretary: Miss Winifred Measdy, Albion Chambers, Bristol. 



IIO 

15 Belfast. 

LIST OF DISTRICTS 

XIX. Wales--I Club: I Member. 

444 Swansea and West Wales. 

XX. Ireland-3 Clubs: I Member. 

183 Londonderry. 
406 Dublin St. Andrew's Soc. 

Secretary: George Roddick. 
Langdale, 27 Chichester Road, Belfast. 

XXI. South Africa--2 Clubs: I Member. 

373 Red Hill, Natal. 675 Fed. Cal. Soc. of 
Southern Africa. 

XXII. Australia-IO Clubs: I Member. 

5I! Perth. 
521 Waratah-Mayfield. 
523 Highland Society of N.S.W. 
545 Parramatta. 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia. 

7II Victorian Scottish Union. 
712 N. and W. Melbourne Scottish 

Society. 
716 Royal Ca!. Society of Melbourne. 
726 Melbourne. 
739 Whyalla. 

XXIII. New Zealand-4 Clubs: I Member. 

69 Dunedin. 
449 Wellington. 

497 St. Andrew (Wellington). 
636 Gisborne. 

XXIV. Canacla--9 Clubs: I Member. 

197 Winnipeg. 561 London (Ontario). 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. 571 Edmonton. 

Andrew's Soc. 575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.). Armour. 
476 Border Cities (Ont.). 689 Prince Rupert (B.C.). 

710 The Burns Literary Society of Toronto. 

XXV. India-I Club: I Member. 

355 Calcutta. 
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XXVI. U.S.A.-I7 Clubs: 3 Members. 

220 St. Louis. 
238 Atlanta. 
'l.71 Trenton. 
284 Philadelphia. 
320 Troy. 
331 Buffalo. 
354 Royal-Order of Scottish 

Clans. 
381 Greater New York Masonic. 
413 San Francisco St. Andrew's 

453 Philadelphia Ladies' 
Auxiliary. 

493 Akron. 
498 Flint. 
518 Ye Auld Cronies, Ohio. 
525 Flint Jolly Beggars. 
557 Atlanta Ladies. 
594 Cuyahoga County. 

Soc. 701 Detroit. 

S~cr~tary: Robert E. Urquhart, 1I0 Canvass Street, Cohoes, New 
York, U.S.A. 

XXVII. Near and Middle East-I Club: I Member. 

495 Baghdad Cal. Soc. 

XXVill. Europe-I Club: I Member. 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark. 

III 



II2 LIST OF PAST PRESIDENTS 

LIST OF PAST PRESIDENTS. 

1885-1899 Provost Peter Sturrock, Kilmarnock. 
1899"1906 Provost David Mackay, Kilmarnock. 
1906-1907 David Murray, M.A., B.Sc., Kilmarnock. 
1908-1909 : William Wallace, M.A., LL.D., Glasgow. 
1909-1910 Captain David Sneddon, V.D., Kilmarnock_ 
1910-1923 Duncan M'Naught, LL.D., Kilmaurs. 
1923-1927 Sir Robert Bruce, D.L., LL.D., Glasgow. 
1927-1930 Sir Joseph Dobbie, S.S.C., Edinburgh. 
1930-1933 Sir Alexander Gibb, G.B.E., C.B., London. 
1933-1937 Ninian Macwhannell, F.R.I.B.A., Glasgow. 
1937-1943 : M. H. M'Kerrow, F.S.A.Scot., Dumfries 
1943-1946 : John S. Clarke, J.P., Glasgow. 
1946-1948 : Sir Patrick Dollan, D.L., LL.D., J.P., Glasgow. 
1948-1950 : Thomas B. Goudie, Hamilton. 
1950-1951 : John McVie, Edinburgh. 

List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council 
has been held. 

1885-93 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
19II 
1912 
19I3 
1915-19 
1920 
1921 

Kilmarnock. 
Glasgow. 
Dundee. 
Kilmarnock. 
Greenock. 
Mauchline. 
Dumfries. 
Kilmarnock. 
Glasgow. 
Greenock. 
Edinburgh. 
Stirling. 
Hamilton. 
Kilmarnock. 
Sunderland. 
St. Andrews. 
Dunfermline. 
Lanark. 
Glasgow. 
Carlisle. 
Galashiels. 
Glasgow. 
London. 
Dunfermline. 

1922 

1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1940 -46 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 

1951 

Birmingham. 
Ayr. 
Dumfries. 
Edinburgh. 
Perth. 
Derby. 
Aberdeen. 
Troon. 
Greenock. 
Hawick. 
Stirling. 
London. 
Glasgow. 
Ayr and Kilmarnock. 
Elgin. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Dumfries. 
Glasgow. 
Dunoon. 
Stirling. 
Mauchline. 
Bristol. 

Montrose 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
COUNCIL 

Recreation Hall, Mill Street, 
Montrose, 8th September, 1951. 

The Annual Conference of the Council of the Burns Federa
tion was held here to-day at 9.30 a.m. 

The President, Mr. John McVie, occupied the Chair and was 
accompanied by Mr. James R. Crawford and Mr. J. Kevan 
McDowall, Vice-Presidents, twenty-one members of the Executive, 
and the Officials. 

Greetings to the Council and apologies for absence were 
intimated from Mr. William Will, C.B.E., Mr. William C. 
Cockburn, and Mr. Mathew H. McKerrow, Hon. Presidents; 
Mr. Andrew McCallum, Hon. Vice-President; Mr. Thomas B. 
Goudie, Past-President; Messrs. A. Wilson Boyle, James Denniston 
and Hamish H. Rae, members of the Executive; and the follow
ing Clubs: Valley of Doon Ladies', Prince Rupert (B.C.) and 
Stockton (N.S.W.). ' 

In intimating the apologies, the Hon. Secretary referred to the 
approaching Golden Wedding Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 
M. H. McKerrow and it was cordially agreed to send to them 
a message of congratulation and good wishes from the Federation. 

A telegram was read from Mr. James T. Picken, Melbourne, 
an Hon. President, in the following terms: "Warmest greetings 
to all from your friend and the fellow worshipper of great Robert 
Burns." 

The following eighty clubs and associations were represented 
by 165 delegates:-

Nos. 0, Kilmarnock; I, London; 3, Tarn 0' Shanter (Glasgow); 
9, Royalty; Il, Chesterfield; 14, Dundee; 15, Belfast; :2.I, Greenock; 
22, Edinburgh; 40, Aberdeen; 42, Strathearn; 55, Derby; 56, 
Muirkirk; 62, Cupar; 68, Sandyford; 71, Carlisle; 76, Brechin; 
85, Dunfermline; 89, Sunderland; 112, Howff, Dumfries; 120, 
Bristol; 121, Hamilton Junior; 139, National; 153, Scottish 
(Glasgow); 158, Darlington; 169, Glasgow and District; 173, 
Irvine; 184, Blairadam Shanter; 192, Ayrshire; 199, Newbattle; 
207, Cambuslang Wingate; 217, Eskdale; 226, Dumfries; 237, 
Uddingston Masonic; 242 Montrose; 244, Dalmuir and Clydebank; 

H 
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274, Troon; 282, Burns Bowling Association; 292, Grahamston; 
295, Burns House Club; 296, Walsall; 307, Edinburgh Ayrshire; 
309, Annan; 310, Mauchline; 355, Calcutta; 372, Baillieston Jean 
Armour; 378, Edinburgh District; 380, Falkirk Cross Keys; 383, 
Gourock R.N.T.F. Heather; 405, Sheffield; 424, Cambuslang Tam 
0' Shanter; 435, Ayr Tam 0' Shanter; 437, Dumfries Ladies No. I; 
454, Rotherham; 458, Stonehaven; 467, Gilbertfield Highland 
Mary; 469, Denny Cross; 472, Renfrewshire; 479, Queen of the 
South Ladies; 492, Harrow and District; 497, Wellington St. 
Andrew; 520, Uddingston Lochlie Ladies; 530, Southern Scottish 
Counties; 538, Greenock Past Presidents; 563, Norfolk Caledonian; 
566, Scottish Society of Australia; 581, Cumbernauld; 594, Cuyahoga 
County; 596, Glaisnock; 630, Coalsnaughton; 659, Dundee Society; 
664, West Kilbride; 673, Auchterderran Highland Mary; 674, 
Manchester and Salford; 679, Tullibody and Cambus; 688, Poosie 
Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy; 695, Kilmaronock; 707, Malvern; 720, 
Retford; and 733, Aberdeen Burns Study Circle. 

The President having extended a welcome to the delegates, 
the Minutes of last year's Conference at Bristol-which are 
printed on pp. 18 to 34 of the 1951 Year Book-were held as 
read and were approved on the motion of Mr. James Adair, 
seconded by Mr. William L. Morren. 

In formally submitting his Annual Report, the Hon. Secretary 
again appealed to Club officials for more co-operation in dealing 
with communications from himself and the Hon. Treasurer. 
The report is in the following terms:-

HON. SECRETAIlY'S ANNUAL REPORT 

The Hon. Secretary submitted his report for the year 195<l-51 
as follows:-

ANNUAL REPORT 

In their Anniversary Greeting Card for this year, the Montrose 
Burns Club welcomed our decision to hold our 1951 Conference 
in their midst. They also informed us that when Robert Burns 
visited Montrose during his Highland Tour in 1787 he described 
it as "a finely situated, handsome town." It is almost sixty years 
since the Federation commenced to spread its wings by holding 
the Annual Conference other than in the recognised Headquarters 
of Kilmarnock and it seems passing strange that the Federation 
as a body has not thought fit to confirm by a visit the description 
of Montrose so aptly given by the Poet. The invitation by the 
Burns Club is therefore opportune and the arrangements they have 
made for our visit in September will prove that our confidence 
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was not misplaced when we decided a year ago to pay our initial 
visit to Montrose. 

OBITUARY 

In the death of Mr. James Cameron Ewing, we lost one of 
the foremost authorities on the Life and Works of Robert Burns. 
In his early years he acquired a keen enthusiasm for the study of 
Burns and it was not surprising that on the death of Dr. 
M'Naught, in 1925, Mr. Ewing was invited to accept the post of 
Hon. Editor of the "Chronicle." If memorial to his services were 
necessary, it will be found in the volumes of the Second Series of 
the "Chronicle" which will remain a lasting tribute to the dis
criminating and meticulously careful Editorship of Mr. Ewing. 
Advancing years compelled his retiral in 1948, but so long as his 
health permitted he continued to take an interest in our work. 

A year ago we honoured Mr. Tom M. Lyon, J.P., by appoint
ing him one of our Honorary Vice-Presidents. At that time Mr. 
Lyon was laid aside by illness and was unable to be with us at 
Bristol. In his capacity as Editor of the "Kilmarnock Standard," 
Tom Lyon, like his predecessor John P. Dickson, took great pride 
in seeing that our proceedings were fully reported in his news
paper and his entertaining conversations were a joy to those 
delegates who were privileged to be in his company at the many 
conferences he attended. His services were greatly in demand as 
principal speaker at anniversary gatherings and his death removed 
from our midst another Burns stalwart and genial friend. 

We also mourn the loss of Dr. Alexander Black, President of 
the Ninety Burns Club and Vice-President of the Edinburgh 
Ayrshire Association. 

MEMBERSHIP 

During the year the following fourteen Clubs and Societies 
have been added to our Roll:-

The Plymouth Burns Club. 
Bridlington and District Caledonian Society. 
Strathpeffer Burns Club. 
Shotts Burns Club. 
Ben Cleuch Burns Club, Tillicoultry. 
Melbourne Burns Club, Australia. 
The St. Andrew Society of Denmark. 
Bachelors' Club Committee, Tarbolton. 
Tarn 0' Shanter (Anstruther) Burns Club. 
Wigtown Burns Club. 
Elphinstone (Airth) Burns Club. 
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Brig Burns Club, Falkirk. 
Aberdeen Burns Study Circle. 
Larkhall Masonic Burns Club. 

It is very gratifying to record our' first affiliation from the 
Continent. This resulted from flying visits paid to Denm.ark in 
1950 and 1951 by two well-known members of our Executive to 
pay tribute to our Bard at the anniversary dinners of the St. 
Andrew Society. 

Six Clubs applied for re-affiliation during the year. 
These additions to our Roll were, however, offset by the 

removal, in terms of Rule 8 (c), of eighty Clubs and Societies who 
had allowed their membershjp to lapse. This may have been due 
to remissness on the part of officials or to the fact that some of 
the Clubs are passing through a lean period. Whatever the cause, 
we trust that the day is not far distant when we may welcome 

. them back to our ranks. Two Clubs went into abeyance during 
the year owing to lack of membership and we thus close with an 
active membership of 362. 

Demands for Pocket Diplomas and Federation Badges and 
Brooches continue, but on a smaller scale. Sales during the year 
were-diplomas, 312; badges and brooches, 26;. 

Attendances at the Quarterly Meetings of the Executive were 
on a higher average than usual and, as will have been noted from 
the Bulletins, the variety of business which came up for considera
tion all pointed to the continued progress of the Federation. 
During his year of office, Mr. John M'Vie has filled the Presi
dential chair with great acceptance and his many years experience 
as our Hon. Secretary contributed in no small measure to the 
success of these meetings. 

Arising from the decisions of last Conference, the Executive 
gave full consideration to the suggested appointment of a full-rime 
Secretary and staff and, having regard to the financial commit
ments involved, it was agreed that the matter be continued sin~ 
di~. 

Consideration was also given to the attitude of the B.B.C. 
towards programmes of a Scottish character. The President was 
in consultation with the Scottish Regional Headquarters on the 
subject and it is hoped that the personal contact thus made and 
the persuasive arguments of the President will obviate future cause 
for complaint. 

Our attention was drawn to the diversity of style and words 
used by audiences at Burns and other gatherings in tile singing 
of "Auld Lang Syne." The Executive were of opinion that the 
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best means of bringing the correct method to the notice of Club 
members would be to reprint in the forthcoming "Chronicle" an 
article by the late Mr. Ewing which appeared in the 1934 issue. 
The Executive enjoin Club Presidents and Chairmen to "tak tent" 
and to ensure that their members adhere to the words of the 
song as Burns wrote them. It is only by so doing that we may 
expect a universally correct rendering of the song. 

MEMORIALS 

The repajr of the Leglen, Wood Memorial was satisfactorily 
completed last autumn, the expense being met from a donation 
by the Prince Rupert Burns Club, Canada. This is one of the 
few memorials which come under the direct charge of the 
Federation. 

It was reported a year ago that the Glenbervie Memorials 
Committee were to undertake a more modest scheme for the 
preservation of the tombstones of the forebears of Burns in Glen
bervie Churchyard. It is hoped that the restoration work will 
be completed in time to allow of a short re-dedication service 
during the forthcoming conference week-end. 

Attention was drawn to the unsatisfactory sign-pos~ng at 
ElIisland. The Trustees have now provided a new roadside sign 
which should be readily visible to the passing motorist and, in 
addition, have erected suitable guide signs on the farm itself. 

A press intimation of proposals by the Parks Department of 
Glasgow Corporation for the transformation of the Gorbals Grave
yard necessitated our intervention in respect of the burying ground 
of Mr. John Wilson (Dr. Hornbook). Our interests were taken 
up by the Glasgow and District Burns Association with the result 
that it has been arranged that the gravestone be placed in the 
boundary wall of the graveyard and the actual burial site marked 
by a tablet or other memorial. Opportunity will be taken to 
resurface and reletter the stone. 

No report has so far been received on the condition 'of the 
"Auld Brig." 

SCOTS CHRONICLE 

At the previous two conferences the question of style and title 
of our annual "Chronicle" provoked a good deal of discussion 
and it will be remembered that a year ago it was decided that 
there should be two publications. The success attending the 1951 
issues of the "Scots Chronicle" and "The Burns Federation Year 
Book" did not reach the expectations of the Scottish Literature 
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Committee who recommended to the Executive that we revert 
to the former style of a combined publication and effect to this 
recommendation will be given in the forthcoming issue of "The 
Burns Chronicle." 

On account of pressure of other duties, Mr. William 
Montgomerie, M.A., found it necessary to resign from the Hon. 
Editorship. We have been fortunate in securing the services of 
Mr. James Veitch, Peebles, a noted Border author and a keen 
student of Burns, to succeed Mr. Montgomerie. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE IN SCHOOLS 

The confidence with which we inaugurated, in our Diamond 
Jubilee year, a national competition in Scottish Literature has not 
been misdirected and, as will be reported by the Hon. Secretary 
of School Competitions, another successful year has been placed 
on record. ' 

The competitions promoted by individual Clubs and Associa
tions in schools in their respective areas have also been successfully 
conducted but there are still Clubs who, perhaps modestly, refrain 
from submitting the results to the Competitions Secretary. 

CHARITABLE WORK 

As wtll be seen from the Hon. Treasurer's statement, the 
National Memorial Homes and the Jean Armour Houses at 
Mauchline continue to receive financial support from our affili
ated Clubs. We should, however, ask ourselves if the extent of 
this support is in keeping with the membership of the Clubs on 
our Roll. The administrators of these Memorials-and what 
better Memorial can be found-deserve the congratulations of all 
lovers of our Bard and every Club would do well to obligate 
themselves, by annual collection or otherwise, to contribute to 
their financial support. 

To make a happy fire-side clime 
That's the true pathos and sublime. 

It is regretted that further progress has not been made in the 
scheme for the provision of the "Mary Campbell Memorial Home" 
~t Dunoon and, unless the Executive receive encouraging financial 
support in the near future, it .may be found necessary to depart 
from the original scheme. 

Reports from Clubs indicate that they are not unmindful of 
the Old Folks in their immediate surroundings and each year 
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finds an increasing number of seasonable socials and outings 
gratuitously provided which contribute in a small way to the 
enjoyment of the Old Folks in the evening of their day. 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL DICTIONARY 

In presenting his report to the 22nd annual general meeting 
of the Dictionary Association, the Editor, Mr. David Murison, 
stated that the part published last year contained vocabulary from 
"Day-netde" to "Drave." All the copy for Part 4, Volume Ill, 
containing the remainder of the letter D and the whole of the 
letter E is now in the press. The material for letter F is under
going final revision and the compilation of the letters G and H is 
nearing completion. Taken in conjunction with material for later 
letters already compiled, this means that well over one-third of 
the Dictionary has been prepared. On the whole, this is an 
encouraging report on the progress of the work but much more 
remains to be done and the Editor would appreciate offers of 
assistance in the excerpting of dialect information. He is also 
~lDxious to obtain new dialect correspondents for Inverness, Moray, 
~Dumfries, Kinross and Wigtowh. 

Despite increased donations, there was a deficit on the year's 
workings. The Dictionary Association are cognisant of the 
interest, financial and otherwise, already displayed by the Federa
tion and many of its affiliated Clubs and as an encouragement 
the Executive confidendy appeal not only for a continuance but for 
an expansion of that interest from Clubs who have not hith~rto 
contributed to the work of the Association. 

NEW BOOKS 

During the year a second edition of Hans Hecht's "Robert 
Burns, The Man and His Work," was published by William 
Hodge & Co., Ltd. Jane Lymburn's translation of this biography 
was first published in 1936 and it is generally regarded as one of 
the best of the numerous works on the subject. Its republication 
may be regarded as evidence of jts popularity. 

A second edition of the "Life of Robert Burns," by Catherine 
Carswell, has also been published by Chatto & Wind us, London. 
It has been edited by her son John Carswell who, in his Prefatory 
Note, quotes from a letter of the late John Buchan to his mother 
after the book appeared in 1930 :-"It is an extraordinarily able 
piece of work, beautifully architectured and brilliandy written." 

Poetry in Scots, from the thirteenth to the twentieth century, 
forms the subject of "A Scots Anthology," edited by Dr. John 
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W. Oliver and the late Mr. J. C. Smith, and published by Oliver 
& Boyd. The poetic output of the centuries in handy form which 
gives a continuous picture of the development of the poetic art in 
Scotland, this book forms a valuable addition to the libraries of 
those who cherish their own tongue. 

Despite the exacting nature of our President's official duties 
and his many activities outwhh the sphere of the Burns Federa
tion, Mr. McVie has found time to add another work to those 
already published from his pen. In "Robert Burns, Some Poems, 
Songs and Epistles," edited by Mr. McVie and published by Oliver 
& Boyd, we have a selection of poems from one whose textual 
authority is unchallengeable. Humour predominates in the collec
tion and added zest is given by the drawings and portraits from 
the brush of Mackay, a young Scottish artist. Mr. McVie is to 
be congratulated on his new work. It is of interest to note that 
the book has been selected by the National Book League for inclu
sion in the "1001 Books of the Year',' 1950-51 Exhibition which 
goes on tour throughout the country during the forthcoming year. 

Mention was made earlier in this report that our newly
appointed Editor is a noted Border author. Mr. Veitch has written 
many novels depicting life and habits of our Border country and 
his latest work "Silence in the Heart," was published in March 
last by Herbert Jenkins, Ltd. 

During Festival Week a new play 'ZThe True Pathos," by W. 
Bernard de Bear Nicol was given its premiere in Dumfries. The 
play is descriptive of the last six years of the Poet's life. A 
critique of the play will be published in the forthcoming issue of 
the "Chronicle." 

Through the offices of Mr. Alex. B. Garden of Aberdeen, the 
Federation was made the recipient of a letter written on Hogmanay 
of 1933 by a keen Edinburgh Burnsian to Mr. George Bernard 
Shaw inviting his opinion, "favourable or the reverse," of our 
National Bard. The reply, written in pencil on board ship, is 
peculiarly Shavian but nevertheless most interesting. A facsimile 
of the letter and the reply will be included in the 1952 
"Chronicle. " 

We also received from the Scottish Branch of the U.S.S.R. a 
copy of selections from the Works of Burns translated into 
Russian by Samuel Marshak. 

Two years ago, Messrs. William Hodge & Co., Ltd., offered to 
prepare without financial obligation on the part of the Federation, 
a "Robert Burns Calendar," and to donate a proportion of the 
profits to our funds. Difficulties prevented the completion of 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 121 

the Calendar for the current year but Messrs. Hodge have suc
ceeded in the preparation of the 1952 Calendar and orders for jt 
may now be placed. The Calendar contains picturesque scenes 
referred to in the Poet's works which are supported by. symbolic 
extracts from his poems and should prove a seasonable gift to 
friends at home and abroad. 

OVERSEAS VISITORS 

In this Festival year we have in our midst many visitors from 
overseas and I have already received intimation that some of these 
will be delegates at our conference. Where circumstances permit, 
these visitors invariably make a point of touring Alloway and 
Dumfries and the curators of the shrines in these two places 
report yet another increase in the numbers attending. 

Mention of the Festival prompts me to refer to the achieve
ment of organisers throughout Scotland in depicting the manners, 
customs and traditions of our country. In many instances, scenes 
from the Life and Works of Burns figured in parades connected 
with celebrations-in one case no fewer than twenty-sjx tableaux, 
commencing with "The Cottage" and finishing with "Auld Lang 
Syne," were staged, involving upwards of a hundred demon
strators. Surely, as a result, we may look forward to a more 
intensive study of the Poet's works by players and spectators alike. 

Opportunity will be taken during the conference to express 
appreciation of the services of the local Reception Committee but 
I would like at this stage to record my personal thanks to the 
President and Secretary of the Montrose Burns Club for their 
valuable assistance in making the preliminary arrangements. 

Councillor lan Hamilton, Darlington, referring to the para
graph in the report in connection with the B.B.C., said he had 
raised this matter at Bristol for the first time last year. He had 
received a letter from the President, who wrote: "It seems to 
me, therefore, that it is for the Scots south of the Border to 
convince their Regional Directors on this subject." When it 
came to St. Andrew's Day, New Year and the 25th January 
the Scots in exile wanted to hear something of a Scottish char
acter. On Christmas Eve the B.B.C. programme went on until 
one o'clock in the morning, but on New Year's Eve it closed 
down at midnight. Perhaps in Scotland they had more Hogmanay 
fare and Scots over the Border would like to enjoy that too. 
Sitting in their homes waiting on the New Year coming in 
they wanted to switch on the wireless and feel that they were 
in communication with "home," but instead the programme 
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finished at midnight. It was a downright disgrace the way the 
B.B.C. treated the 25th of January. He appealed to members ot 
Burns Associations in Scotland to have a go at the B.B.C. He 
asked them to think of the people who were exiled from their 
home country but who wanted to feel that they were still a 
part of Scotland. 

Mr. W. Turnbull, Falkirk, supporting Councillor Hamilton, 
said he was one inside the Executive who would fight the B.B.C. 
to the last ditch provided his colleagues were willing to follow 
up on the lines suggested. 

The President said he would not like Mr. Hamilton to go 
away with the idea that this subject was first raised in the Burns 
FederatioI;l last year. It was a very old question and the Burns 
Federation had been making approaches to the B.B.C. for many 
years. As he had told Mr. Hamilton in his correspondence, the 
B.B.C. people in Scotland were quite enthusiastic and co-operative 
and were doing their best. They said they had often offered 
their programmes on Scottish festival days to other regions in 
England, but it was entirely. up to them to decide whether 
they would accept them or not. Continuing, the President said 
the matter was in the melting pot just now. The Government 
were considering the question and they could not do very much 
until they knew what the Government were going to do. When 
they come out with their scheme the Federation could have a 
go at making some suggestions. He hoped they would have 
something to report before the next conference. The Govern
ment might take a step in the direction of devolution, and he 
thought the solution lay in leaving Scotland to run its own affairs 
in the matter of broadcasting. 

On the motion of Councillor Hamilton, seconded by Mr. 
John Currie, Nottingham, the annual report was approved. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

In submitting his tenth financial statement as Hon. Treasurer, 
Mr. James Maclntyre, Mauchline, made some comparisons with 
the first financial statement he had presented in I94I. Referring 
to the Chronicle, Mr. Maclntyre said that of the 289 Clubs which 
paid their annual subscriptions last year 183 subscribed for 
nothing more than the three gratis copies. The Federation could 
not live wholly on the annual subscriptions and in the years 
between 1941-50 the Burns Chronicle enabled them to carry out 
many projects which they would not be able to do unless they 
got it on to a better footing. He appealed to Clubs to buy 
more copies of the Chronicle. They had a new series stllrting 
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under a new editor and he had every confidence that the 
Chronicle he would produce would be one which would be 
acceptable to Burnsians all over the world. He wanted them 
to encourage Mr. Veitch by greater support of the Chronicle. 

Proceeding to refer to the financial support accorded the Homes 
and Houses at Mauchline, Mr. MacIntyre said that during the 
year they had received £44 6s. Sd. for the Jean Armour Houses 
and almost £36 for the National Homes and he hoped Clubs 
would continue to be generous to these charities. The Mary 
Campbell Memorial Home had been giving him some cause for 
concern and he would like them to make up their minds whether 
or not they were going to close that appeal and let him remit 
the money to whoever they decided was to get it. The Scottish 
Literature Fund did a lot of work and yet 281 Clubs subscribed 
only 17s. to it-that was .6 of a penny per Club per annum. 

The other funds, said Mr. MacIntyre, were quite healthy. 
The Central Fund totalled £399 and the Joseph Laing Waugh 
Memorial Fund stood at £237. On the whole they had had 
not a bad year. 

Mr. Adam Richardson, Dumfries, suggested that Clubs should 
increase their subscriptions and guarantee that every paid member 
would receive a copy of the Chronicle. They were carrying that 
out in the Dumfries Howff Club. 

The President remarked that that was done in several Clubs
the annual subscription included a copy of the Chronicle. It 
was an excellent idea. 

Mr. D. F. Macnair, Glasgow, convener of the Finance Com
mittee, moving adoption of the report, paid tribute to the excellent 
work of the Treasurer and assured the delegates that the Federa
tion's financial affairs were in very capable hands. 

Mr. W. A. Gold, Kilmarnock, in seconding the report, said 
they would probably be wondering why ex-Bailie George Browp, 
Kilmarnock, had not signed the cerificate this year as one of the 
auditors. Unfortunately Mr. Brown had been seriously ill but 
he was glad to say that he had now left the nursing home. 
He thought the Federation should send a letter to him wishing 
him a speedy recovery. 

This was agreed to. 
In reply to questions by delegates, Mr. Andrew Stenhouse, 

Secretary of the Glasgow and District Burns Association, 
explained as to the administration of the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses in Mauchline. Mr. J. Kevan McDowall suggested that 
in future accounts of the Federation the sums received by the 
Glasgow Association might be included, but the Hon. Treasurer 
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pointed out that he was responsible only for the monies received 
by him. 

After further discussion, the question of disposal of the "Mary 
Campbell Memorial Home" funds was remitted to the Executive 
for consideration and the financial statement was approved. 

The financial statement is printed on pp. 134-5. 

"SCOTS CHRONICLE" 

Mr. James Veitch, the newly appointed Hon. Editor of the 
Burns Chronicle, submitted the report on the 1951 issue of the 
Scots Chronicle. The report, which is printed on p. 138, was 
approved on the motion of the President. 

SCHOOL COMPETITIONS 

This report was formally submitted by Mr. Fred J. Belford, 
Hon. Secretary of School Competitions, who gave comparative 
figures for the years since the national scheme was inaugurated in 
1945, and expressed his thanks to Directors of Education and 
teachers for their co-operation and assistance. Mr. Belford also 
congratulated and thanked the many Burns Clubs who sponsor 
competitions under their own individual auspices and again 
appealed 'to Secretaries of these Clubs to furnish him with 
particulars of their competitions. 

The report, which is printed on pp. 136-7, was approved on 
the motion of Mr. William L. Morren, seconded by Mr. James 
R. Crawford. 

GREETINGS FROM OVERSEAS DELEGATES 

At this stage the President intimated that they had with them 
that day a number of delegates from overseas, and he called 
upon two of them to address the conference. 

Mr. John Walker, President of Calcutta Burns Club, said 
that when he went back to Calcutta he would have a lot to 
tell them of the work of the Federation and the happy times 
he had had there. Mr. Hamilton had been complaining about 
th~ B.B.C. programmes on certain occasions, but on these days 
-St. Andrew's Day, New Year's Eve and 25th January-in 
Calcutta they made sure that every member of the Burns Club 
was entertained in real traditional Scottish fashion. They did 
not need to depend upon the B.B.C. 

Mrs. Dunn, from St. Andrew Burns Club, Wellington, New 
Zealand, said they had a very strong Scottish community in 
Wellington and by no means the least important of the Scottish 
organisations was the St. Andrew Burns Club. Their major 
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functions amongst the Scottish comunity were the anniversary 
on 25th January, a Scottish ball, a St. Andrew's concert, when 
the Town Hall was packed, and a Scottish picnic, which was 
held in February, the height of their summer. She was interested 
in the discussion on the B.B.C. because they had had !the same 
trouble regarding their broadcasting authorities not giving them 
enough Scottish programmes. They had, however, made them
selves a very potent force there and now the position had 
changed. The broadcasting people now paid attention to their 
national days, the red-letter days for exiles abroad. Amongst 
their activities they also had a play circle and they produced 
nothing but Scottish plays. They had broadcast these plays and 
they had been very well received by the New Zealanders and 
Maories. She would carry back with her a glowing report of 
the conference. 

Mr. T. Atholl Robertson, Crieif, submitted greetings from 
the Dunedin Club, New Zealand. 

Another oterseas delegate present was Miss Lindsay, Cuyahoga, 
U .S.A., and at the other functions Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Mitchell, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, were present as observers. 

PROPOSED ALTERATIONS TO CONSTITUTION 

The Council proceeded to consider a number of proposed 
Committee, and the Chairman explained that these alterations 
arose from the decision to revert to the former style of "Burns 
Chronicle" and were merely restoring the Oonstitution to what it 
was two years ago. The recommendations which are in the· 
following terms, were unanimously adopted on the motion of 
Mr. J. Kevan McDowall, seconded by Mr. James R. Crawford:-

Rule 6 (a)(I). Delete "Scots" and insert "Burns." 

Rule 12. Delete the present rule and insert the following:-

12 (a). The Scottish Literature Committee shall be 
responsible to the Executive Committee for policy 
in connection with any publications issued by the 
Federation. 

(b). The Burns Chronicle shall be an official publication 
of the Federation and shall be published annually, 
not later than 1st January, at such price as the 
Executive Committee may decide. It shall contain 
a Directory of the Clubs on the roll of the Federa
tion, reports of the transactions of the Federation 
and of affiliated Clubs during the previous year, 
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as prepared by the Hon. Secretary, and such 
literary matter and illustrations as may be decided 
by the Hon. Editor. 

(c). The Hon. Editor shall be responsible for the pub
lication of the Chronicle and shall submit annually 
a report on the sale of the latest issue. 

(d). Estimates for the printing of all publications shall 
be approved by the Finance Committee. 

Rule 14 (a) (c). Delete "Scots Chronicle, one copy of the Burns 
Federation Year Book" and insert "Burns 
Chronicle." 

The following motion was on the agenda in name of the 
Empire Burns Club, Bannockburn:-

Rule 8 (a). That the words "of Two pounds" be deleted and 
the following substituted: ". . . which shall be 
One pound for Clubs with a membership not 
exceeding 25; One pound Five shillings for Clubs 
with a membership not exceeding 50; One pound 
Ten shillings for Clubs with a membership not 
exceeding 75; and Two pounds for Clubs with a 
membership exceeding 75." 

There was no delegate present to submit the motion and it 
accordingly fell. 

Mr. George Vallauce, on behalf of the Glaisnock Burns Club, 
submitted the following motion: -

Rule 8 (a). That the following words be added to the existing 
rule: "Each affiliated Club shall, additional to 
paying the said annual subscription, undertake 
responsibility for collecting the sum of One shilling 
per annum for each member on its Roll and for 
transmitting the amount so collected to the Hon. 
Treasurer prior to 31st July annually." 

The motion having been seconded by Mr. James Milgrew, 
several delegates questioned the right of the Federation to interfere 
with the constitution of individual Clubs by directing them as 
purported in the motion to collect a sum additional to their fixed 
annual subscription. 

The President, seconded by Mr. Tames Adair, moved as an 
amendment: "That no change be made in the existing Rule 8 (a)." 

On being put, only two voted for the motion and the amend
ment was declared carried by a large majority. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

The President formally moved the following recommendations 
of the Executive Committee:-
Hon. Presidents: Mrs. Annie I. Dunlop, O.B.E., LL.D., D.Litt., 

Ph.D., Fenwick; Mr. Andrew McCallum, Thornhill, Stirling. 
President: Mr. James R. Crawford, F.S.A.Scot., Norwich. 
Vice-Presidents: Mr. J. Kevan McDowall, F.S.A.Scot., Glasgow; 

Mr. John W. Oliver, M.A., D.Litt., Edinburgh. 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. William Black, Dumfries. 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. James Maclntyre, Mauchline. 
Hon. Editor: Mr. James Veitch, Peebles. 
Hon. Secretary of School Competitions: Mr. Fred. J. Belford, 

M.A., F.E.I.S., Edinburgh. 
Assistant Hon. Secretary: Mr. Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., 

GI~sgow. 
Hon. Auditors: Mr. William A. Gold and Mr. George Brown, 

M.A., Kilmarnock. 
Mr. William A. Gold suggested that the Council might con

sider the election of an additional auditor and submitted the 
name of Mr. Wilfred Y. Haggo, Kilmarnock, for the appointment 
-the certificate of audit by any two of the auditors being 
acceptable. 

The recommendations, with the addition of Mr. Gold's sug
gestion, were cordially and unanimously approved. 

INSTALLATION OF NEW PRESIDENT 

The retiring President invested Mr. Crawford with the chain 
of office and expressed the hope that he would have the same 
pleasure in his period of office as he himself had had. 

On taking the chair, Mr. Crawford said he was most con
scious of the honour they had done him in electing him President 
of the Burns Federation. As he looked through the long list 
of Presidents he was conscious that he stood in a noble succession 
of distinguished men who had rejoiced in the privilege of directing 
the affairs of the Federation. He was conscious of his responsi
bilities because he was following a man unequalled and certainly 
not surpassed in his knowledge of the work of the Burns 
Federation, in his knowledge of the Burns cult and of Scottish 
literature in general, and when the history of the Burns Federa
tion was written there was no doubt that the name of John 
Mc Vie would be emblazoned in golden letters because of the 
great work he had done for over twenty years as Honorary Secre
tary and ultimately as President. He had demitted office that 
day and passed on the chain but he was sure he had not divested 
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himself of his interest in the Burns Federation. He had joined 
the ranks of the elder statesmen. He moved, as it were, to the 
upper house, but he (Mr. Crawford) was sure that, as in Govern
ment circles, "in his seat in the upper house he would not only 
criticise but would lend his advice. He moved that the grateful 
thanks of the Federation to Mr. McVie be recorded in the minutes 
of that day's meeting. He wished also to thank Mrs. McVie, 
who had been closely associated with her husband in his work 
on behalf of the Federation. 

Mr. McDowall associated himself with the remarks of Mr. 
Crawford, commenting that Mr. McVie had been an excellent 
President. 

THE PRESIDENT LOOKS AHEAD 

Mr. Crawford said that as the new captain he knew he 
had a good crew in the members of the Executive and he thought 
he could promise that in twelve months' time he would bring 
the ship safely back into port. The Federation was divided up 
into groups and these groups were represented by a member on 
the Executive. He hoped these groups would bring along their 
points to their member on the Executive, who would in turn 
raise them in the Executive Committee and have them discussed 
there. If they did that he thought they would get far greater 
contact and members would get to know a good deal more 
about the work. How many of them, for instance, really knew 
how the Homes at Mauchline were governed? It was obvious 
that a much closer contact was necessary and if he could feel 
that that had been established during his period of office he 
would go out happy. They had on their membership roll some 
350 Clubs and had an aggregate of 63,000 members of clubs. They 
had contacts in every corner of the world and if they could 
tlirow a circle of influence round the world and carry out the 
main planks on their platform, carry out the philosophy of Burns, 
then they would have done something for the world. 

APPOINTMENTS TO EXECUTIVE 

The Hon. Secretary reported that vacancies in the Executive 
Committee had been filled by the appointment of the following 
District Representatives:-

Lanarkshire: Messrs. John Happle, Adam Humphries and 
William Sharp; Renfrewshire: Mr. David O'Reilly; and 
Stirling, etc.: Colonel Y ounie. 
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NEXT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The President, on behalf of the Norfolk Caledonian Society, 
extended an invitation to the Council to hold their next annual 
Conference at Norwich. The invitation was supported by Mrs. 
Broom, Chesterfield, and Mr. John Currie, Nottingham, and was 
unanimously accepted. 

THE JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

Mr. Tom Beet, President of the Glasgow and District Burns 
Association, in submitting a repoprt on the Jean Armour Burps 
Houses, Mauchline, said there was nothing just so close to them 
as lovers of Burns as the opportunity of doing something and 
acting in the spirit of the poet. It had been said that Burns owed 
his great place in the hearts of mankind to the fact that humanity 
was the greatest thing that entered into his heart. He (Mr. Beet) 
was confident that that grand old Burnsian, Alexander Cowie, 
was actuated by that spirit of Burns when he purchased at his 
own expense houses in Mauchline and handed them over to the 
custody of the Glasgow and District Burns Association to run 
them for the welfare of aged ladies. These Houses had been 
established for more than thirty years and they were maintained 
solely by voluntary subscriptions and voluntary aid by many good 
friends they had. They had there nine old ladies who enjoyed 
the comfort of having their own homes. The Association gave 
these ladies an annuity and they did not take anything from 
them for occupancy of the houses. There was no sense of an 
institution about these houses: they were the occupants' own 
private homes. They took in their own furniture and they were 
supplied with coals and electricity and boots and shoes and every
thing was kept in good repair. Through the good offices of 
Mr. Maclntyre and many others they frequently got that little 
something extra which brought to them much comfort and 
happiness. Could any scheme appeal more to the hearts of 
Burnsians? There was a proposal to erect new houses on a site 
on Mossgiel Farm. They wanted to start with the building of 
twelve more modern houses, with greater amenities and something 
that would be labour saving for the old folk, who became less 
fit for housework although they vied with each other in keeping 
their houses spick and span. This scheme would cost in the 
region of £25,000 to £30,000 but that was surely not such a 
lot of money for a great movement like the Burns Federation. In 
a matter of eight years from now they would reach the bi-centenary 
of the birth of their national bard and would it not be a great 
and tangible token 1£ they could commemorate that occasion by 

1 
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the opening of the new houses at Mossgiel Farm for the old 
ladies? This was something after the very spirit of the poet, 
not merely stone and lime but stone and lime humanised and 
those who subscribed to it actuated by the spirit of Burns, helping 
those who were past helping themselves. He appealed to the 
delegates for their support. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Mr. Thomas C. Anderson, Kelty, referred to the absence 
to-day, as at Bristol a year ago, of delegates from Clubs which 
had submitted motions for consideration by the Council and 
suggested that in future Clubs submitting notices of motion should 
give a guarantee that a representative would attend the Conference 
to speak to the motion. The suggestion was adopted. 

Mr. W. B. Harkness, Glasgow, said that the Federation in 
encouraging the development of Scottish Literature should have 
regard to the literature of the eighteenth century and made special 
reference to the works of "John Galt." In reply, Mr. Belford 
poin~ed out that GaIt's "Annals of the Parish" were prescribed 
for senior secondary pupils in the school competitions. 

A suggestion by Mr. J. W. Macintosh, Glasgow, that a central 
meeting place be provided in the West of Scotland for overseas 
visitors was referred to the Executive Committee for considera
tion. 

In bringing the Conference to a close, the President said it 
was obvious from the comments made that day that there was 
tremendous scope for the Federation to make its influence felt 
in a far bigger way than it was doing at the moment. He 
believed the personnel was in the Federation and that the brains 
and initiative were there but the difficulty was in getting the 
time to go to meetings and so on. The foundations were secure 
and he believed they could build in the Burns Federation a power 
for good in the world. In conclusion the President thanked 
the Montrose Burns Club for the excellent arrangements they 
had made for the occasion and also extended thanks to the 
Provost and the Town Council for their hospitality. 

SOCIAL AND OTHER EVENTS 

From the excellent manner in which the delegates were looked 
after on the social side during their stay it was apparent that 
much time and work had been put into the organisation by 
the reception committee of the Montrose Burns Club. Every 
assistance was extended to them on their arrival and on the 
Friday evening all got together in a social way at a civic 
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reception in the Recreation Halls, Mill Street, where they were 
cordially welcomed by Provost J. Butchart and Mr. R. M. 
Livingston, President of the Burns Club. In expressing the 
thanks of the guests, Mr. John McVie, President of the Federa
tion, remarked that there could surely be no more fitting place 
for a conference of the Federation than Montrose, situated as 
it was in such close proximity to the fatherland of Burns. 
Scottish numbers predominated in the dance programme which 
followed the reception. A well-stocked buffet was provided for 
the refreshment of the company and at intervals they were enter
tained by the contributions of Miss Margaret Laing and Mr. 
A. Murray, vocal soloists; Mr. Alex. Nairn, comedian; and four 
girls who gave a charming display of Highland dancing to music 
provided by a piper. The show was compered by the Hon. 
Treasurer of the Town Council, Mr. W. Johnston. 

AT THE BURNS STATUE 

Fifteen minutes prior to the business session on Saturday morn
ing the delegates assembled in High street and, preceded by two 
pipers, proceeded to the Dean's Green, where the President placed 
a wreath, formed of red poppies, at the base of the Burns Statue. 

CONFERENCE LUNCHEON 

There was the usual conference luncheon at the close of the 
business session on Saturday forenoon, at which the newly-elected 
President, Mr. J. R. Crawford, occupied the chair. The toast 
of "The Royal Burgh of Montrose" was ably proposed by Mr. 
J. Kevan McDowall, Vice-President of the Federation, and the 
Provost responded. Lt.-General Sir James Gammell, Alric, 
Glenisla, a member of the County Council, submitted the toast 
of "The Burns Federation," to which Mr. Crawford replied. 
Mr. Livingston handed over to the President a silver beer tankard 
from the local Burns Club and Mr. Crawford in turn presented 
gifts to Mrs. Butchart and Mrs. Livingston and to Sir James 
Gammell for Lady Gammell. A comprehensive vote of thanks 
was moved by Mr. James Maclntyre, Treasurer of the Federation. 

VISIT TO GLAMIS AND KIRRIEMUIR 

In the afternoon the delegates and friends enjoyed a motor run 
which took them through Forfar, Glamis, Kirriemuir, Cortachy, 
Menmuir and Brechin. At Glamis they had the opportunity of 
seeing through the castle and while there the President sent a 
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telegram to the Queen in the following terms: "The Council of 
the Burns Federation in conference at Montrose, visiting to-day 
Glamis Castle, Your Majesty's ancestral home, send loyal greet
ings." Later the following reply was received from the Queen 
at Balmoral: "I have received your message of loyal greetings 
with much pleasure and send you my best wishes for your confer
ence." During a halt at Kirriemuir the company were the guests 
of the County Council of Angus at tea and were welcomed by 
Provost Lowson on behalf of the Convener of the County. To 
this Dr. John W. Oliver, Vice-President, replied. 

CHURCH SERVICE 

On Sunday morning the delegates and friends attended divine 
service in Montrose Old Church and heard an appropriate and 
inspiring sermon preached by the Rev. Frederick Kennedy. The 
lessons were read by Mr. Crawford and Mr. Livingston. A 
retiring collection on behalf of the National Butns Memorial 
Cottage Homes and the Jean Armour Burns Houses, Mauchline, 
realised the gratifying sum of £25. 

VISIT TO GLENBERVIE AND BRECHIN 

One of the highlights of the week-end's activities came on 
Sunday afternoon when, in the course of another motor drive, 
the delegates and friends had the opportunity of attending an 
impressive service in Glenbervie Churchyard. This took the 
form of the re-dedication of the tombstones of James Burnes of 
Brawlinmuir, and his wife, Margaret Falconer, the poet's great
grandparents, and of William Burnes of Bogjorgan, the 
poet's great-grand-uncle, and his wife, Christian Fotheringham. 
Besides the Federation party other Burns lovers from 
many districts were present at the sen:ice, which was 
conducted by the Rev. A. H. Bone, minister at Glenbervie. 
What had been done to preserve the tombstones and what 
remained to be done was explained by Mr. C. C. Easton, 
chairman of Glenbervie Memorials Committee, and Mr. Crawford 
expressed appreciation of the committee's work and thanked those 
who had officiated at the service. The President laid a wreath 
at the tombstones and the service was concluded with a piper 
playing a lament. From Glenbervie the Federation party con
tinued the journey by way of Glen of Drumtochty, Fettercairn 
and Edzell to Brechin, where they were the guests of the Burns 
Club at tea. Mr. J. S. Kinghorn, President of the Brechin Club, 
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and Provost W. Eddie welcomed the party and Mr. Crawford 
replied. A final opportunity was taken by Mr. Mc Vie to express 
to the members of the Montrose Burns Club Reception Committee 
and their ladies the indebtedness of the delegates and their 
friends for all that had been done to ensure the success of the 
Conference and their comfort and enjoyment throughout the 
week-end. He presented to Mr. R. V. Fairweather, june., the 
Conference Secretary, a copy of a Burns Anthology. 

WILLIAM BLACK, Hon. Secretary. 

OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE 

SCOTTISH 
NATIONAL 

DICTIONARY 
Complete in 10 volumes 

2 Volumes already issued 

The most complete record of 

the speech, literature, folk

lore and social history of 

Scotland ever compiled. 

.£30,000 needed 

This great work depends entirely on public support. 
All loyal Scots at home and abroad can help by 
DONATION - LEGACY - SUBSCRIPTION 
The Dictionary costs £20. payable in one sum or in 

five instalments 
FULL PARTICULARS FROM THE SECRETARY 

Scottish National Dictionary 
KING'S COLLEGE ABERDEEN 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT for year endJng31st July, 1951 
INCOME 

To Ba.lance a.t 31st July, 1950-
Current Account, 
Cash Account, 
Deposit Account, ... 

" Annual Subscriptions, 
" Subscriptions paid in advance, 
" Arrears, . 
" Affiliation Fees, 

" Sale of Scot. Chronicle, 
" Sale of Pocket Diplomas, 
" Sale ot Badges and Brooches, 

Sale of Declaration of Arbroatb, 
" Conference Receipts, 
" Income Tax Refunded-1950-51, 

Miscellaneous Receipts, 

" General Appeal Funds-
Scottish National Dictionary, 
Jean Armour Burns Houses, 
National Burns Memorial and 

Cottage Homes, .. 
Mary Campbell Home, Dunoon, 

Scottish Literature Fund
Donations from Clubs, 
Donation per Mr. John Mc Vie, 

£43 2 11 
5 12 3 

504 10 0 

£399 9 0 
900 

54 4 0 
19 19 0 

£876 19 9 
15 12 0 
33 7 0 
560 
o 19 10 

13 1 0 
11 10 4 

£18 17 6 
44 6 5 

35 16 4 
30 9 0 

£017 0 
35 4 11 

Central Fund-Donations from Clubs, ... 
Interest on Deposit Account, 

£553 5 2 

482 12 0 

956 15 11 

129 9 3 

36 1 11 
11 9 0 
7 10 4 

£2,177 3 7 

EXPENDITURE 
By P08tages, 

" Printing and Stationery, 
" Bank Charges, ... 
" Expenses of Meetings, 
" Allowance to Officials, 
" Insurance and Iucome Tax, 
" Travelling Expenses, 
" Conference Expenses, 
" School Children's Competition, 

Memorials-Leglen, ... 

" Scot. Chronicle and Year BQok
Wm. Hodge & Co., Ltd.-Print-

ing, wrapping, and postages, ... £670 5 4 
Editor's allowance, 50 0 0 
Contributions and Sundry Purchases, 170 13 11 

" Donations - Royal Caledonian 
Schools (2 years), 

Scottish Council for Social Service, ... 
" Miscellaneous Expenses, 

" General Appeal Funds-

£10 10 0 
220 
6 8 10 

Scottish National Dictionary, £18 17 6 
Jean Armour Burns Houses, 44 6 5 
Nat. Burns Mem. and Cottage Homes, 35 16 4 
Mary Campbell Home, 30 9 0 

Scottish Literature Fund
Donations from Clubs, 
Donation per John McVie, 
Half Affiliation Fees, 

" Central Fund, 
" Cash in Current Account, 

Cash in Deposit Account, 
" Cash in Hand, 

£017 0 
35 4 11 

9 19 6 
---
£36 16 8 
512 0 4 

o 14 9 
---

£71 13 2 
152 3 9 
429 

14 8 9 
135 0 0 
20 4 0 
31 6 5 
61 18 9 
36 14 6 
300 

890 19 3 

19 0 10 

129 9 3 

411 1 5 
11 9 0 

549 11 9 

£2,177 3 7 



SCOTTISH LITERATURE FUND 

To Balance in Glasgow Savings Bank (Kilmarnock By Balance in Glasgow Savings Bank (Kilmarnock 
Branch), £331 5 2 

9 19 6 
o 17 0 

35 6 0 
8 12 10 

Branch), £386 0 6 
" Half Affiliation Fees for 1950·51, 
" DOnl~tions from Clubs, 
" Donation per Mr. John McVie, 
" Interest to 30th November, 1950, ... 

To Balance in Dumfries Sayings Bank, 
" Donations from Clubs, 
" Intereliit to 27th January, 1951, 

To Balance in Dumfries Savings Bank, 
" Interest to 27th January, 1951, 

To Balance in Union Bank, 
" Donations from Clubs, 
" Iuterest to 14th April, 1950, 

£386 0 6 

CENTRAL FUND 

£a76 10 10 
11 9 0 
11 I 11 

£399 1 9 

By Balance in Dumfries Savings Bank, 

JOSEPH LAING WAUGH MEMORIAL FUND 

£230 6 6 
6 17 7 

£237 4 1 

By Balance in Dumfries Savings Bank, 

MARY CAMPBELL MEMORIAL HOME. 

£443 10 6 
30 9 0 
627 

£~80 2 1 

By Balance in Union Bank, 

KIL1IURNOCK, ht August, 1951.-Examined and found OOl'rect. WM. A. GOLD } 
WALTER L. BROWN Auditors 

£386 0 6 

£399 1 9 

£399 1 9 

£237 4 1 

£237 4 1 

£480 2 1 

£480 2 1 



SCHOOL COMPETITIONS 

My report this year on the school competitions shows a further 
increase in all sections of the appended table. The number of 
schools taking part has increased from 378 to 409. Primary 
children, who compete for Recitation only, show a substantial 
increase of 4330, Primary 7 section has risen by 1000 pupils, 
Junior Secondary by 600 pupils and Senior Secondary from 432 to . 
1556. The all-over increase works out at 5,254-a very encourag
ing response from the schools. 

In the table showing competitions held by Burns Clubs an 
increase in' the number of schools embraced by 'these clubs is 
noted, but the number of competitors has fallen slightly. This 
does not reflect adversely on the excellent work done by these 
Clubs as several Clubs who hold competitions have not sent in 
their reports. The Burns Clubs who year after year hold these 
competitions must be congratulated on having made a noteworthy 
contribution to the work of the Burns Federation. 

Thanks are due to all who give of their time and energy to 
encourage the study of Scottish Literature among the young 
people. Thanks are also due to my colleagues on the Schools 
Committee for the assistance given in connection with the 
examination questions. 

Competitions held by Burns Clubs: 

No. of No. of 
CLUB Schools Competitors 

Ayr .................................. . 
Barrmill Jolly Beggars ......... . 
Cambuslang Wingate ........... . 

12 1,850 
2 36 
4 40 

Coylton ............................. . 1 40 
Cumbrae ............................. . 1 50 
Dumbarton ......................... . 4 600 
Kilbirnie United ................ .. 4 155 
Kilmarnock ........................ . 11 1,986 
Mauchline .......................... . 1 24 
N ewarthill. ......................... . 1 40 
Newbattle and District ........ .. 2 320 
Newcraighall and District .... .. 2 300 
Renfrewshire B.C.A ............. . 15 1,018 
Rutherglen ........................ .. 7 800 
Shotts District ................... .. 2 77 
Southern Scottish Counties 

B.C.A ................... · ......... .. 20 692 
Stonehaven (Fatherland) ...... .. 4 33 
Tullibody and Cambus .......... . 
Uddingston Lochlie Ladies .... . 

1 30 
1 30 

95 8,121 

Cups Certi· 
Book &nd/or ficatps 

Prizes Medals awarded 

48 
9 
2 

lO 

12 
20 
32 
24 
40 
12 
4 

3 

58 
8 

282 

4 

2 

2 

4 

8 

1 

21 

132 
8 

38 
10 
lO 
42 

6 
72 
8 
8 

12 

20 
42 

6 

28 
33 

6 
481 



SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMPETITION-I95I 

I I 
I I No. of Pupils 

---~---- --- ---~--

Education No. of 
~ ... No. of 

Committee Schools 
~ ... '" ~ Certificate. 

:i ... "" ... '"" awarded "'., 0" 0" 3 .~J .~t- .~ 0 .~ 0 

"" "" ::So> "'" 0 
~ ~ ... :11 mm Eo< 

---~ ~---~ ~--~~- --~~----- -----~-- -----~ ----

Aberdeen ... ... 15 2,062 467

1 

620 - 3,149 118 
Dundee ... ... 10 1,744 321 76 32 2,173 79 
Edinburgh ... 69 11,667 3,882 3,310 251 19,110 575 
Glasgow ... ... 40 8,558 1,195 ' 2,261 256 12,270 382 
Aberdeenshire ... 24 698 260 700 - 1,658 130 
Angus ... ... 13 1,158 264 8 4 1,434 67 
Argyllshire ... 9 34 44 129 - 207 31 
Ayrshire ... 25 2,863 1,116 1,859 41 5,879 215 
Banffshire .. , ... 14 411 275 463 171 1,320 84 
Berwickshire '" 3 59 31 15 - 105 10 
Clackmannanshire 10 610 265 363 - 1,238 48 
Dun bartonshire ... 12 500 180 434 2 1,116 57 
East Lothian ... 7 1, III 243 975 75 2,404 9.2 
Fife ... ... . .. 48 3,968 1,046 2,614 83 7,711 323 
Kincardineshire ... 7 420 133 126 - 679 35 
Kirkcud brightshire 7 241 74 - - 315 29 
Lanarkshire ... 20 1,843 641 1,363 67 3,914 151 
Midlothian ... 9 767 263 570 40 1,640 57 
Peeblesshire ... 3 68 89 45 - 202 16 
Perth and Kinross 11 449 100 244 300 1,093 63 
Renfrewshire ... 11 1,348 278 286 - 1,912 89 
Roxburghshire ... 6 740 203 101 6 1,050 46 
Selkirkshire .. 1 134 56 - - 190 6 
Shetland ... 1 4 - 1 - 5 3 
Stirlingshire ... 29 3,475 832 1,702 228 6,237 252 
West Lothian ... 1 350 99 - - 449 14 
Wigtownshire ... 4 304 130 212 - 646 25 

--- ---- ----------

I 
Total ... 409 45,586 12,487 18,477 1,556 78,106 2,997 

FRED. J. BELFORD, 

Hon. Secretary School Competitions. 



• 

"SCOTS CHRONICLE" 

The 1951 number of the Scots Chronicle-the first of what was 
intended to be a new series-was introduced by the Honorary 
Editor, Mr. Wm. Montgomerie. 

The word "Chronicle" maintained continuity with the Burns 
Chronicle, and the name of the Burns Federation, Kilmarnock:, 
was preserved on the title page. 

In this first issue, which was attractively produced, the Editor 
stated that "our policy is to hold a balance between work in 
English, Scots, and Gaelic." 

Contents therefore ranged over a wide choice of subjects. 
Articles on Burns dealt with "Robert Burns and Scottish Folk 
Song" and "Burns and the Nursery"; while Mr. John McVie 
gave an account of Hans Hecht and his distinguished work on 
the Poet, "Robert Burns, the Man and his Work." Jane Lymburn 
discussed Auguste Angellier, whose book, "Robert Burns: Sa Vie 
et Ses Oeuvres," was published in Paris in 1893. 

The reception which the Scots Chronicle received was mixed. 
Scottish newspapers reviewed· it favourably; but, naturally enough 
perhaps, many Burns enthusiasts over the years had become 
attached to the Burns Chronicle. 

Because of this, it has been decided to revert to the Burns 
Chronicle, with 1952 marking the first number of the third series. 
At the same time, we ought to recognise that the Scots Chronicle 
was an experiment, and in these difficult days-a gallant 
experiment. 

Due to pressure of other work, Mr. Montgomerie has given up 
his editorial duties, and, having been appointed Honorary Editor, 
it will be my privilege to re-introduce the Burns Chronicle. 

I trust that individual Clubs of the Federation will do their 
utmost to help sales. Much remains to be done in this direction. 

JANES V EITCH, 

Hon. &/iIO',.. 
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0: lULMARNOCK. BURNS CLUB 

The usual successful social meetings were held last year and 
the Club membership is being maintained. It is satisfactory to 
note that there is greatly increased activity in the Schools Com
petition, by reason of which the Club have doubled their contri
bution to the headmasters for the purchase of prizes. The old 
folks in the Jean Armour Houses, Mauchline, are not forgotten 
by the members of No. 0, who never fail to send their contri
bution. The Club has suffered a serious loss in the death of Tom 
M. Lyon, editor of the "Kilmarnock Standard," a keen Burnsian, 
;and a much loved colleague for many years. 

W. Y. HAGGO, 

Hon. S~cy. 

10: DUMBARTON BURNS CLUB 

The Club has again experienced a successful season under the 
able chairmanship of Dr. George Harvey. 

A St. Andrew's Night Supper was held in the Loch Lomond 
Hotel. The speaker was Mr. James Dow of the Kemsley Press, 
and a programme of music was supplied by members of the 
Glasgow Pantheon Club. 

Our 92nd Anniversary Dinner took place in the City Bakeries 
Restaurant, when Dr. George Harvey presided over a company of 
fully a hundred. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the 
President in his usual inimitable manner. During the evening 
Mr. John M. Menzies, who had just been made an honorary 
member of the Club, was the recipient of two valuable gifts in 
appreciation of his past services. He joined the Club in 19<J6 and 
is now its oldest member. 

JOHN LITHGOW, 

S~cr~tary. 

11: CHESTERFIELD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION 

The Chesterfield Caledonian Association came through the year 
1950-51 with flying colours. The President, Dr. G. S. Sinc1air, 
;and his consort worthily upheld the traditions of that office in the 
Chesterfield Association, and gave themselves unsparingly in its 
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interests. We part with the Sinclairs at the end of their year of 
office most reluctantly. 

"A meeting of tramps· and vagabonds" was how the local press 
described a successful and amusing "Jolly Beggars'" Hallowe'en 
Party. At the St. Andrew's Dinner, Mr. R. J. Speirs, of the 
Rosebery Burns Club, Glasgow, proposed the toast "To Scotland." 

In proposing the "Immortal Memory" we were fortunate in 
having Mr. James Calvert-Wilson of Dollar Academy to give a 
learned discourse on the life and works of "Rabbie." The final 
event of the season was "full house." 

(Mrs.) M. NICHOLSON, 
Secretary. 

IS: BELFAST BURNS ASSOCIATION 
The Association has for its objects the study of the life and 

works of Robert Burns, the appreciation of Scottish poetry, litera
ture, art and music, and the furtherance of the ideals of brother
hood as expressed by Robert Burns. 

Our programme during the past session was largely arranged 
to demonstrate this policy. During the winter we met on the 
first Thursday of each month, and some quite outstanding even
ings were enjoyed by a record attendance of members. 

Our President, Mr. J. N. Brodie, represented the Association at 
the Annual Conference in Montrose. 

EDWARD R. FORGRAVE, 
Hon. Secy. 

17: NOTI"INGHAM SCOTI"ISH ASSOCIATION 
To celebrate the founding about 50 years ago of the Nottingham 

Scottish Association, one hundred members and guests will ee 
attending a Jubilee Dinner on 30th October, 1951, at the Victoria 
Station Hotel, Nottingham. Our principal guests will be the 
Sheriff of Nottingham, Councillor S. Hobson and Mrs. Hobson, 
and Mr. James R. Crawford, F.S.A. Scot., President of the Burns. 
Federation, and Mrs. Crawford. Also present will be several 
founder members, five of whom are still members of the Associa
tion, including Mr. John Currie, an Hon. Vice-President of the 
Burns Federation since 1945 and Secretary of the Midlands District, 
who was also Secretary of the Nottingham Scottish Association for 
25 years as well as our President for the year 1928-29. 

BETTY WATSON, 
Hon. Secy. 
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22: EDINBURGH BURNS CLUB 

Regular monthly meetings are held from October to March, 
when Addresses are given by prominent speakers. Tea is served 
and a programme of Burns's songs arranged. 

A successful Anniversary Dinner was held in the Scotia Hotel 
on 25th January, when the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Mr. J. L. Robbie, Headmaster of Daniel Stewart's College. 

GEORGE HARRIS, 

Secretary. 

33: GLASGOW HAGGIS CLUB 

The Haggis Club had a highly successful session in 1950-51 
and our monthly meetings from October to March were well 
attended. 

Among our speakers we had Mr. C. R. M. Brookes on 
"Modern Scots Verse," Sir P. J. Dollan on his American visit, 
Mr. Alexander McMillan on "James Boswell," Deacon-Convener 
J. Percival Agnew on "Walter Scott," and Mr. William Harkness 
on "John GaIt." 

At our Annual Dinner the Rev. Dr. John Kennedy proposed 
the "Immortal Memory," and the handsome sum of £63 was 
collected for the "Jean Armour Houses," the appeal being made 
by Mr. Tom Beet, the President of the Glasgow and District 
Burns Association. 

Our Ladies' Night was, again, a great success, and we were 
honoured by having with us on that occasion the President of the 
Burns Federation, Mr. John McVie and Mrs. McVie, and several 
representatives from clubs in the West of Scotland. 

During the evening our President, Mr. A. Wilson Boyle, 
handed over a silver salver, suitably inscribed, to Mr. W. D. 
Cocker, the well-known Scots poet and writer " ... in token of his 
outstanding contribution to Scots literature." 

We are looking forward to our 80th anniversary in the coming 
session. 

36: ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB (GLASGow) 

The activities of the Club, during a very successful season, have 
been much on the usual lines. 

Several new members have been enrolled this season. 
The Outing in May was well attended and blessed with good 

weather. The company had a most enjoyable time, passing 
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through Scotland's grandest scenery. A stop was made at Oban 
for lunch and Lochgilphead for high tea-a day not to be forgotten. 

At the Anniversary Dinner a sum of £14 IS. 6d., was collected 
for the "Jean Armour Burns Houses," and the annual visit to 
the old ladies in these houses is looked forward to very much by 
our members. 

The Club was well represented at George Square on 25th 
January, when a wreath was placed on the statue by Mr. R. J. 
Speirs. 

The Essay Competition is greatly appreciated by the schools 
participating. The sum of £4 is given to each school to provide 
prizes. 

The President this year is Mr. Arthur Downie. 

A. W. ALEXANDER, 

Hon. Secy. 

40: ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB 

Session 1950-51 has been a highly satisfactory one and has been 
marked by the election of our first lady President, Miss M. Davie, 
who, unfortunately, had to resign owing to pressure of business 
before the 1951-52 session started. Mr. Chris. MacBeath was 
unanimously elected President, and I feel that, ably supported by 
a loyal and hard-working Management Committee, he will prove 
a worthy successor to Mr. Charles C. Easton. 

R. D. Lockhart, Esq., M.D., Ch.M., Professor of Anatomy, 
Aberdeen University, proposed the "Immortal Memory" at a 
highly successful Annual Supper, and the Rev. Mr. Easton was 
the principal speaker on St. Andrew's Night. The usual high 
standard of speakers and artistes has again been maintained at 
monthly meetings. Two very enjoyable drives were held during 
the summer. 

A. NOBLE, 

Hon. Secy. 

48: PAISLEY BURNS CLUB 

Meeting Place.-The cottage of Robert Tannahill, poet, Queen 
Street, Paisley. 

CLARK HUNTER, 

Secretary. 
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62: CUPAR BURNS CLUB 

At the Annual Dinner on 25th January, the "Immortal 
Memory" was most ably proposed by Mr. George S. Robertson, 
M.A., F.S.A.Scot., F.E.I.S., Arbroath. The Club continues to 
donate book prizes for essay competitions run by the local Bell
Baxter School. 

J. G. RUTHERFORD, 

Hon. Secy. 

68: SANDYFORD (GLASGOW) BURNS CLUB 

The Anniversary Dinner held on 19th January last was an 
outstanding success and the standard of the speaking was well 
maintained. A company of 240 guests was presided over by 
Sheriff W. Boyd Berry, President, and the principal speakers were 
Sir George R. Campbell, K.C.I.E. (the "Memory"), The Right 
Hon. The Earl of Eglinton and Winton, D.L., T.D. (the 
"Lassies"), and Lady MacColl (the Reply). The collection for 
benevolent purposes realised £51 16s. 2d., and has been entirely 
donated to the Glasgow and District Burns Association for the 
maintenance of their good work at Mauchline. 

A Hallowe'en Dinner Dance, an Outing to Cross Raguel Abbey 
and Turnberry, and a Presentation Dinner to Mr. Alexander 
Beith, Hon. President, were other features of the Club activities. 

At the Anniversary Dinner to be held on Tuesday, 22nd 
January, 1952, when Mr. Allan S. Meikle, President, will preside, 
the speakers will be: The "Immortal Memory," Mr. John W. 
Oliver, M.A., D.Litt.; "The Lassies," Mr. Alexander Beith, Past 
President; the Reply, the Right Hon. The Countess of Eglinton 
and Winton. 

S. W. LoVE, 
Hon. Secy. 

133: NEWARTHILL BURNS CLUB 

The Club sustained a great loss by the death of the President, 
Mr. Tom Law, J.P. Mr. Law was an ardent Burnsian and played 
a great part as a county councillor of 20 years' standing in fur
thering the cult of Burns throughout Lanarkshire. 

JAMES B. MATHEW, 

Secretary. 
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153: THE SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB (GLESCA) 

Lang syne, th' wheen remainin' chiels 0' th' auld Glesca 
Waverley an' Western (1859) an' Ye Saints (1884) gruppit hauns 
wi', an' becam, cronies 0' th' Scottish. 

Amang them was, Ye Saints chiel, James Glencairn Thomson, 
grandson 0' Burns, wha wraxed oot wi' tither cronies at th' firsdin 
forgaither' 0' th' Scottish in Janwar, 1904. 

Syn that nicht th' dizzen hae grow'd tae a muckle sax hunner 
-wi' oor lassies amang us. 

I' th' aucht an' forty towmond 0' th' Scottish, th' callans an' 
their lassies were as thrang as afore. Ae nicht better'd tither. 

Lord Birnam (Sir pavid King Murray), ane 0' the Senators 0' 

th' College 0' Justice honour'd th' "Immortal Memory" i' a gran 
tribute tae Scotia's bard. 

Syne, th' Rev'rend Robert Pater son, B.D., i' th' drollest way, 
roosed th' "Lassies." Tipie Joyce G. Moffet, M.A., wi' muckle 
gumption, respond'd tae th' chiel 0' Grace. 

I' a warld sair forfeuchen, it's a peity there's nae mair 0' 

sic frien'ly giff-gaff, britherhood an' gudewill. 
Amang ithers wha cracked tae th' cronies were by-Preses 0' 

th' Federation-John S. Clarke on "Bairns 0' th' Day," wi' glinks 
frae a leerie; Colonel Ralph S. Weir, C.I.E., M.A., B.Sc., on 
"Th' India that's Bygane"; Norman G. Brown 0' Dundee, wi' 
glinks 0' Bonnie Scotia; an' E. Ros!olyn Mitchell, wha, wi' th' 
Renfrew Lyric Choir, tak us "Singin' Thro' th' Isles." 

Ae lee-Iang nicht, wi' frien'ly cracks, we pored oure th' devil's 
pictur'd beuks. Tither nichts, wi' sang an' story, gar'd oor he'rts 
loup wi' joy an' pleasure. 

Afore he gaed up th' sait 0' th' heid-bummer, Preses John B. 
Bodie saw tae't th' Scottish Cronies had gi'en ower a hunner 
Geordies i' ae year tae th' auld folk an' their Jean Armour Hames 
i' Mauchline. 

Th' Gudeman i' th' Chair is noo Major Edwin J. Donaldson, 
D.L., J.P.-a warm-he'rted, rantin', bosom cronie. 

J. KEVIN McDowALL, 

Secretar. 

158: DARLINGTON BURNS ASSOCIATION 

Darlington Burns Association have an active and thriving 
membership whose principal aim is to keep the works and songs 
of Burns to the fore. At their whist drives they follow on with 
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a concert devoted entirely to Burns's songs. They have also gone a 
long way to increasing the popularity of Highland dancing in the 
town. 

IAN HAMILTON, 
Secretary. 

167: THE BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND SCOTTISH SOCIETY 

The season 1950-51 proved highly successful and all functions 
were well attended. The membership is 850. The main objects 
of the Society-to keep to the fore of Scots residents in the 
Midlands the song, poetry and dance of "Auld Scotia"-were 
well maintained during the year. Three concerts provided ample 
opportunity to present Scots songs: the Annual Burns Dinner 
held on 25th January, 1951, paid tribute to the poetry and songs 
of our National Bard, while our Young Scots' Section proved our 
close interest in Scottish Country Dancing by winning the Targe 
or Shield for Scottish Dancing at the Leamington Festival in 
June, 195I. The Shield is awarded annually to the winners by 
the United Midlands Scottish Societies. 

173: IRVINE BURNS CLUB 

D. McFALL, 
Secretary. 

The Club has been pleased this year to lend to the British 
Council the manuscript of "The Cottar's Saturday Night," pre
pared by Robert Burns in 1786 for Wilson, printer of the Kilmar
nock Edition. The manuscript will be exhibited during November 
and December in Paris in the exhibition organised by the British 
Council under the title "Le Livre Anglais." 

On 25th January, ex-Provost Green will preside at the 126th 
Annual Celebration of the Club. 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS, M.A., 
Secretary. 

197: WINNIPEG BURNS BLUB 

Last spring we had an innovation in the matter of introducing 
a Stag Smoker combined with a raffle which was a decided suc
cess, with the result we will hold two this winter in addition to 

It. 
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our Ladies' Night and Annual Banquet. Enclosed circular per
tains to our fint event, which is self-explanatory. Wishing the 
Federation every success. 

R. A. SLOAN, 

Hon. Secy. 

I~: GOREBRIDGE TWENTY-FIVE JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

During the past season the Club, along with the Gorebridge 
Glencairn Club, a Schools Competition was run and the prizes 
were provided by the two clubs in the form of volumes of Burns's 
works. The Burns Federation was represented by Mr. James 
Juner at the presentation and the clubs by the Secretary of the 
Jolly Beggars. JOHN Scon, 

Secretary. 

199: NEWBA1TLE AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 

Under the leadership of our Chairman, Mr. T. Weighand, we 
have had a very successful season. The School Children's Burns 
Essay Competition was very keenly contested and we had very 
good results. The Old Folks' Christmas Dinner was an out
standing feature, over 140 old folk being present, and our Old 
Folks Summer Drive was just grand. We gave them the usual 
gift of 10S. We had a large gathering at our Burns Anniversary \ 
Supper which was, as usual, something to be remembered. We 
presented the school Burns essay winners with four cups, four 
certificates and 12 book prizes. 

J. CAMPBELL, 

Secretary. 

207: CAMBUSLANG AND DISTRICT WINGATE BURNS CLUB 

Meets in Mclntosh Hall, Main Street, Cambuslang. Visitors 
welcome. Contact President or Secretary. 

ROBERT TAIT, 

Secretary. 

212: PORTOBELLO BURNS CLUB 

The season 195O-S1 was a most successful one for the Club. 
The chief event of the season was, of course, the Annual Supper, 
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when our President presided over a company of over 100 members 
and friends. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Dr. John 
W. Oliver, M.A., who gave a most excellent address, greatly 
appreciated by his audience. 

A most enjoyable Outing was held in the Month of May to 
Dumfries-last year we visited Ayr. 

Since its inception this Club has given book prizes annually 
to the pupils in the higher classes of the local schools who do the 
best work in the Scottish Literature Competition. 

WM. H. GARVIE, 

Hon. Secy. 

226: DUMFRIES BURNS CLUB 

The principal meeting of the Club was the Anniversary Dinner 
held on 25th January. Owing to illness our President, the Rev. 
Harold A. Cockburn, was unable to attend and Mr. James 
Denniston, a Past President of the Club, took the Chair. The 
"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Dr. John W. Oliver, M.A., 
of Moray House Training College, Edinburgh. 

A St. Andrew's Day Dinner was held, when Mrs. Jane 
Burgoyne, the translator of Hans Hecht's "Life of Burns," spoke 
to us on the subject, "Patron Saint and Patriot Bard." 

Following the usual custom a service was held in St. Michael's 
Church on 25th January, and this was followed by the Wreath 
Laying Ceremony at the Mausoleum. 

Mr. James Reid, Editor of the "Dumfries and Galloway 
Standard," is the new President, and the "Immortal Memory" 
will be proposed in 1952 by Mr. Andrew S. McCulloch, of 
Kilmarnock. 

H. G. McKERROW, 

Secretary. 

236: WHlTEHAVEN BURNS CLUB 

Place of Meeting-Globe Hotel, Whitehaven. 
JOHN DAVIDSON, 

Secretary. 

237: UDDINGSTON MASONIC BURNS CLUB 

The Club meets in Magdala Hall, Uddingston, on the third 
Saturday of each month from September to April. 
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The Annual Supper was held on 24th February, when the 
"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Thomas Beet, Esq., who 
is an Honorary Member of the Club. The function was well 
attended and enjoyed by all. 

A very successful 'Bus Outing was held on Saturday, 23rd 
June, the route being Cumbernauld and Crieff to Comrie, return
ing via Lochearnhead, Falls of Leny and Callander. 

A successful Schools Competition was also held in conjunction 
with Uddingston Lochlie Ladies' Burns Club. 

ARTHUR DOWNIE, 
Secretary. 

244: DhLMUIR AND CLYDEBANK BURNS CLUB 

Very good season last year and prospects seem bright for this 
season, and we have arranged an augmented series of lectures. 
Our meeting place for literary meetings is in the Clydebank Public 
Library Lecture Room. Meetings are open to all interested men 
or women. 

JOHN R. S. LoCKHART, 
Secretary. 

263: GLASGOW MASONIC BURNS CLUB 

The Club enjoyed a very successful season under the chairman
ship of Mr. John D. McKinlay, 30 new members joining the Club, 
and there was a marked increase in the attendance. The high 
standard of speakers was maintained, as was the Children's Verse 
Speaking Competition, while the Annual Dinner in the Club 
Rooms, on 26th January, was voted a great success. 

WILLlAM E. THOMAS, 
Secretary. 

271: TRENTON BURNS CLUB 
During all our 32 years of existence the principal event on our 

calendar has been the Annual Banquet honouring the Memory 
of the Immortal Bard. However, on the Sunday afternoon pre
ceding the 25th of January of 1950 and 1951, the Trenton Burns 
Club has taken great pride in presenting a programme of music 
and story over the air. The programme consisted of vocal, piano, 
violin and bag-pipe numbers, interspersed with comments on 
portions of Burns's life and works. The effort has been more than 
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graciously received and the participants have felt well repaid. We 
intend to continue this project annually. 

NEIL A. WAUGH, 
Secretary. 

275: AYR BURNS CLUB 
The President, Mr. Inglis, and Bailie Crawford, of the Federa

tion, spent an interesting afternoon at Burns's Cottage with the 
French Ambassador and his wife, M. and Mme. Massigli. Their 
guests were presented with a copy of the works of Burns and a 
badge of the Federation to commemorate their visit. 

The Annual Service at Leglen Wood was held on 22nd July, 
when the Rev. Mr. Johnston, of Sandgate, Ayr, delivered a very 
fine address. There was a good attendance on a beautiful 
afternoon. 

Ayr Academy held a Burns Festival Concert in the Memorial 
Hall of the Academy in June. The singing of Burns's songs and 
the recitations were of a very high standard. Mr. lan Gilmour, 
of the Saltire Society, who had adjudicated, was guest artist. 

ALEX. MAcMILLAN, 
Secretary. 

282: THE BURNS BOWLING ASSOCIATION 
The McLennan Cup Competition on Tuesday, 7th August, 

was unfortunately marred by dreadful weather; some rinks did not
start, others played 11 ends only, whilst a few completed 21 ends. 
The cup was won by Shettleston Burns Club (winning rink-H. 
Pollock, R. Gordon, S. Denniston and R. Wright, skip) with 23 
shots up. The runners-up were Dumbarton (John Lithgow, 
W. Jenkins, S. Robertson and J. D. McClymont, skip) 19 up. 
The cup and prizes were presented at Sandyhills on 18th September 
by President T. C. McNab. In order to meet the convenience of 
country clubs, 1952 competition will be played on Glasgow greens 
on Wednesday, 6th August, at 2.30 p.m. Entries from country 
clubs are warmly invited. JOHN B. BODIE, J.P., 

Hon. Secy. 

283: SINCLAIRTOWN BURNS CLUB 
Club meetings third Saturday each month, October to March. 

JOHN D. BEAsE, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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292: GRAHAMSTON BURNS CLUB 

The Club enjoyed a most successful season, the highlight being 
the visit of Mr. Thomas Beet, whose "Immortal Memory" was 
voted a most wonderful address. 

Willie Turnbull has been active as usual and has managed to 
get another two clubs enrolled in his area. 

Meets in Empire Bar, Graham's Road, Falkirk. 
THOMAS CLAPPERTON, 

Secretary. 

296: WALSALL BURNS CLUB 

Last year this Club celebrated its Jubilee and since its institu
tion in 1900 never once missed the Annual Celebration of the 
poet's birth, although during the war years (1940-45) it had to 
take the form of a lunch. The President, Mr. J. H. S. Addison, 
is Borough Coroner for Walsall, and his father, the late Mr. 
J. F. Addison, was President in 1902-04. It is somewhat unusual 
for one born and brought up in Scotland, as the late Mr. Addison 
was, to hold the office of Coroner, which does not obtain in the 
Scottish judicial system. 

D. M. MACMILLAN, 

Secretary. 

309: ANNAN BURNS CLUB 

The Male Voice Choir "Varde" from Aalesund, Norway, 
visited Scotland in June, 1950, and gave concerts in Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Largs. On 29th June they gave a concert in the 
Victoria Hall, Annan, under the auspices of Annan Burns Club 
(President, Mr. Stanley G. Trout). A welcome address was given 
by ex-Provost Thomas Dykes and proceeds devoted to the Jean 
Armour Houses, Mauchline. 

K. G. SUTHERLAND, 

Secretary. 

324: STOCKTON (N.S.W.) BURNS CLUB, STOCKTON, AUSTRALIA 

Once again it is my sad duty to report the passing of another 
stalwart, Mr. Norman McLaren, who succeeded the late Willie 
Hamilton as Hon. Secretary. Both gentlemen rendered yeoman 
:service to the Club and were held in the highest esteem by all 
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the members, who felt the loss very deeply. It is with further 
deep regret the members found they were unable to carry on, so 
the Club has now ceased to exist. 

ALEX. B. GARDEN, 
Scottish Reprefentative. 

348: NEWTON JEAN ARMOUR BURNS CLUB 

The Newton Jean Armour Burns Club meet in Board Room, 
Newton, on the first and third Wednesday of every month. At 
the start of the season we had a gratifying number of new 
members. (Mrs.) JEAN MCGEOCH, 

Secretary. 

326: BINGRY JOLLY BEGGARS LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

The meeting place of the above Club is Gothenburgh, Lochore. 
(Mrs.) HENRY DAVIDSON, 

Secretary. 

350: THE MARK-INCH BURNS CLUB 

We are holding a Smoker on 30th November, 1951, and the 
evening will be spent on reading four papers on different periods 
of our National Bard's life, together with songs and poems. 

Our Annual Celebration has been arranged for Friday, 25th 
January, 1952, and we have arranged with Mr. G. S. Robertson, 
M.A., Arbroath, to propose the "Immortal Memory." 

T. M. ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary. 

377: KILBIRNIE ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 

The season's activities started off on 19th April with a Burns 
Quiz Night held in the Club's meeting house, "The Anderson 
Inn." President Mr. Neil Wallace acted as question-master. 

The Annual Theatre Night followed on 30th May, when a 
party of 64 members and friends had an enjoyable night at 
"Oklahoma. " 

On Saturday, 25th August, a large party of Rosebery chiels 
enjoyed a splendid 'Bus Outing to Callander and Crieff. 

JAMES E. SHAW, 
Secretary. 
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379: THE HARTLEPOOLS BURNS CLUB 

The Club has had a successfu1 season under the chairmanship 
of Mr. James Watson Gun.). We had a large gathering on our 
Hallowe'en Night, when there was plenty of excitement and fun. 

At the Anniversary Dinner held in the Masonic Hall, the 
"Immortal Memory" was given by a doctor's wife, Mrs. Kerr 
Muir, and the toasts included "The Lassies 0' " by Councillor Ian 
Hamilton, who is Hon. Secretary of Darlington Burns Association. 

The Club's Annual Outing was to Scarborough and Whitby. 
We are now looking forward to another successful season. 

WM. S. ALLEN, 

Secretary. 

380: FALKIRK CROSS KEYS BURNS CLUB 

Meeting now held in Royal Hotel, High Street, Falkirk. 
THOMAS WILSON, 

Secretary. 

405: CALEDONIAN SOCIETY OF SHEFFIELD 

The Society has again been fortunate in its President and his 
lady for the season I95D-SX. Dr. James Sharpe, a native of Dum
fries, and Mrs. Sharpe, a native of Galloway, led and represented 
the Society with true dignity and friendliness. There was a record 
acceptance (770) for the President's Reception, and on the follow
ing Sunday the Annual Church Service was well attended. 

The social calendar was full and successful. The chief guest 
at the St. Andrew's Dinner, Professor Denis Browne (Dean of 
the Faculty of Law, and Public Orator of the University of 
Sheffield) treated his hosts, with elegance and wit, to an alter
nation of leg-pull and appreciation of their qualities. 

The record attendance at the Burns Dinner was no doubt a 
tribute to what we have learned to expect from the Chief Guest, 
our own member and Past President, Sir Alexander Dunbar, and 
his proposal of the "Immortal Memory" was at once a joy and an 
education. 

The New Year Ball and the Caledonian Ball were their usual 
successes, and a St. Valentine's Ball was again held jointly with 
the Cambrian and Irish Societies of the city. 

Other more informal dances were particularly enjoyed by the 
young folk of the Scottish Dancing Class, which has a weekly 
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attendance of about 150, and of which a Juvenile Section was 
formed during the year. 

If noise is a measure of enjoyment, then the two parties 
(Hallowe'en and Christmas) for children were a great success I 

Artistes at the Scottish Concert-a grand evening-included 
Elliot Dobie, Marion Paterson-Craig and Jean Stoddart. Some 
weeks later the Ceilidh gave members an opportunity to entertain 
themselves-and there were items the like of which had never 
been seen before! 

Competition for the Society's trophies in golf, tennis and 
bridge was as keen as ever, and matches were again played against 
neighbouring societies. During the year a welcome was given to 
the Scottish team visiting Sheffield for an International Cross
Country Race, and also many members went to the neighbouring 
town of Chesterfield to cheer the Scottish schoolboy football team 
in their match against the English schoolboys. 

The dramatic section, "The Caledonian Players," produced 
"Bunty Pulls the Strings" to the great acceptance of the audiences, 
and the Society's official publication "The Caledonian News," 
appears to be much appreciated outwith as well as within the 
Society. W. CAMPBELL HESELWOOD, 

Hon. Secy. 

426: SAUCHIE BURNS CLUB 

The Club have had a most successful year under the chair
manship of Mr. Andrew Spence. Social evenings, outings, Com
bined Night with our Sister Club, Gartmorn Ladies, and School 
Competition have been successfully carried through. 

The syllabus for 1951-52 is on the usual lines. The membership 
is now at 70. Our meetings are held in Sauchie Hall once a 
month. 

WM. A. L. PATERSON, 
Secretary. 

432: WINCHBURGH LEA RIG BURNS CLUB 

A very successful year. We had four Excursions, two Social 
Evenings, the Children's Christmas Party, a Harmony for mem
bers, and our Burns Supper, when the "Immortal Memory" was 
given by an Indian, Maba Deoa. 

ADAM PATERSON, 
Secretary. 
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446: HEREFORDSHIRE BURNS CLUB 

Since the Annual Meeting held on 25th January, 1951, the Club 
is now in full operation again and a new Committee has been 
elected. The membership is now 49 active members. The main 
activity of the Club is its Annual Dinner and Meeting now being 
arranged for 25th January, 1952. 

J. P. INGLIS, 
Secretary. 

447: COWDENBEATH "MOUNTAIN DAISY" LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

The Club meets every fortnight in Masonic Hall, Cowdenbeath. 
(Mrs.) LILY BROWN, 

Secretary. 

470: ST. GILES' BURNS CLUB 

For many years the annual function of our Club consisted of a 
Dinner on the 25th January, at which no ladies were present. This 
year we had a mixed gathering to which wives and other lady 
guests were invited. This innovation was a great success and lady 
guests are again to join us at our next Anniversary Dinner. 

GEORGE BRODIE, 
Secretary. 

476: BORDER CITIES BURNS CLUB 

We meet at the Norton Palmer Hotel, Windsor, Ontario, 
on the third Friday of each month, and all men of good character 
are welcome. ADAM PLENDERLEITH, 

Secretary. 

477: BELLAHOUSTON BURNS CLUB 

The Club had a very successful Outing to Ayr and the Burns 
Country. 

A very interesting syllabus has been arranged for the coming 
session. 

We meet every third Friday of the month in the Orange Halls, 
Lorne Street, Glasgow. (Mrs.) J. MCCOMISH, 

Secretary. 
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498: FLINT BURNS CLUB 

The Club meets first Friday of every month in the Flint Scots' 
House, East Kearsley Street, Flint, Michigan. 

Jos. M. GRAHAM, 
Secretary. 

520: UDDlNGSTON LOCHLlE LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

Our Club continues in a most delightful routine under the 
able directions of Mrs. C. D. Macintosh, President. Our Bums 
Supper in January was a great success, likewise all other activities, 
especially the entertainment of members of Uddingston Cronies' 
Toc H. Club. Our Annual Outing this year was to the Scott 
Country. ISOBEL DOWNIE, 

Secretary. 

555: THE HARROGATE ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY 

The Society continues to flourish and the concert by Scottish 
radio artistes, including Janette Sclanders, Jean Stoddart and Elliot 
Dobie was a resounding success, and the resulting publicity 
increased our membership by 60. Other functions celebrated are 
Hallowe'en, St. Andrew's Tide, with a Dinner and also Church 
Service in St. Paul's Presbyterian Church, Hogmanay Ball and 
Burns Supper. Between our larger functions a weekly Scottish 
Country Dancing Class is held, also lectures, concerts and whist 
drives. 

The Club Rooms of the Society are at 
Harrogate. ' 

1 Victoria Avenue, 
D. BOGLE, 

Hon. Secy. 

562: CASTLE-DOUGLAS BURNS CLUB 

Schools Competition-16 entries and Burns's books to value of 
£8 distributed as prizes. 

F ARQUHAR J. GRAHAM, 
Secretary. 

566: SCOTTISH SOCIETY AND BURNS CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 

The Society meets on the third Wednesday of each month in 
the Feminist Club Rooms, 77 King Street, Sydney, at 8 p.m. 
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Visitors are very welcome at our meetings, especially those just 
recently arrived in this country from Scotland. 

We have had a very successful year under the Presidency of 
Mr. R. A. Stewart, who retired in April last year after three 
years in office. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. R. M. Baxter, a founda
tion member of the Society and a former President. Our Club is 
the poorer by the passing of such an honoured member. 

Preparations are well in hand for our Hallowe'en Party, St. 
Andrew's Day Celebration and Church Parade, also for the 
Christmas festivities and Burns Anniversary. Our meetings are 
well attended and thoroughly enjoyed. 

We send kindly greetings to all Scots and lovers of Burns, 
wherever they may be. E. L. HUNTER, 

Hon. Secy. 

577: DALSERF AND CLYDESDALE BURNS CLUB 
Meeting Place-Clydesdale Arms, Overtown. Monthly meeting 

last Saturday of each month. Harmony Night second Saturday of 
each month. GEORGE SPEIRS, 

Secretary. 

579: THE BATH GATE TAM 0' SHANTER BURNS CLUB 
Meetings held in Bathgate Inn. All our social functions have 

been well attended and quite a success. 
THOMAS CARRUTHERS, 

Treasurer. 

581: CUMBERNAULD AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 
On 1St January, 1951, we held a very successful dance in the 

St. Ninian's Church Hall. 
Mr. A. Tauns proposed the "Immortal Memory" at our Anni

versary Dinner held in the Masonic Arms on Wednesday, 25th 
January. 

On 3rd June members and friends travelled by 'bus to Melrose, 
and on Sunday, 5th August, we had another 'Bus Outing t() 
the Burns Memorial Homes. 

Mrs. Mary Thomson was the principal speaker at our Old 
Folk's Treat. Over 200 old people attended this function. 

DANIEL MILLAR, 
Secretary. 
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582: HIGGINSNEUK BURNS CLUB 

The Club never closes; we meet on the first Saturday of every 
month; in all we have 11 meetings in the year. Our only miss 
during the year is owing to holidays. The Club has three func
tions during the year-Anniversary Night, Summer Outing and 
Hallowe'en. Our Club never needs outside talent; members are 
quite capable of doing anything required. 

WILLIAM SIMPSON, 

Secretary. 

589: SOLWAY BURNS CLUB 

At the Annual Dinner the "Immortal Memory" was proposed 
by Mr. Maurice Lindsay. The principal speaker at the St. 
Andrew's Celebration was Major Niall Macpherson, M.P. 

O. J. GIBBS, 

Secretary. 

596: GLAISNOCK BURNS CLUB 

The Club meets in the Buck's Head Inn monthly during the 
winter months. Three Club members opened the session with 
ten-minute papers on different topics which caused a very good 
discussion. Other lectures were: "Scottish National Dictionary," 
by John Edgar, M.A.; "Burns, Facts and Fiction," by F. J. Jones, 
M.A. At the St. Andrew's Night Celebration Mr. T. B. Goudie, 
Hamilton, gave the toast, and the "Immortal Memory" was pro
posed by Mr. Allan Boyle; "Robert Burns, a Joyous Poet," by 
James Brown, and "Glentrool," by J. F. Nicholson. Summer 
Outings were carried out to Loch Lomond and Glentrool, the 
latter including the ladies. A very successful year. 

JAMES McKECHNIE, 

Secretary. 

612: TORRANCE MASONIC, SOCIAL AND BURNS CLUB 

Instituted in 1928, the Club continues to prosper and we are 
now looking forward to our Jubilee year. Normally, our year 
commences with an opening social and dance, followed throughout 
the year by a series of whist drives in aid of charities, also a Burns 
Supper, St. Andrew's Night and Christmas cheer on appropriate 
dates, on which occasions we have been fortunate in having had 
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the services of able and distinguished speakers. For members only 
we hold a monthly meeting at which new members are intro
duced. Over the years many members of our Club have migrated 
to different parts of the world and through the medium of the 
"Chronicle" we send our best wishes to them wherever they are. 

TOM TRAVERS, 

Secretary. 

630: COALSNAUGHTON BURNS CLUB 

On 23rd September, 1950, we had a visitation from Higgins
neuk Burns Club. "Tatties and herring" was the order of the 
day. 

4th November, 195o.-Hallowe'en Party, which was attended 
by the wives and children of our members. 

25th November, 1950.-St. Andrew's Night; I.P.P.D. Walker 
proposed the toast "To Scotland." . 

27th January, 195I.-The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Mr. A. Spence, President of the Area Federated Clubs. At this 
dinner a Mallet was presented to the Club by Mr. John Sturgeon, 
and the Club members thank Mr. T. S. McCrorie, Curator of the 
Burns House, for his kind thought and gift. 

30th March, 195I.-"At Home" in aid of Coalsnaughton School 
Fund. £24 was handed to the treasurer of this fund. 

Summer Outings were the "Children's Picnic" to Portobello, 
and the members' and wives' drive to Dumfries. At Dumfries 
Mr. McCrorie presented to the Club on behalf of one of the mem
bers an Oak Casket to keep the Mallet in and also took our party 
on a tour of places of interest. 

Monthly meetings are held on the first Sunday of the month 
from September till March. 

ALEx. C. COOK., 

Secretary. 

642: RUTHERGLEN BURNS CLUB 

During 1951 we visited the Burns Country, Ayr and Dumfries, 
Scott Country, and Arbroath. We have been presented with a 
handsome Shield for our Schools Competition, so we have now 
nine trophies for this competition, good going for a young Club. 

Our meetings are held every fortnight in the Gallowflat School. 
Our Annual Dinner is always held on the 25th January, and 

our last one was held in the Masonic Hall, Rutherglen, the pro-



BURNS CLUB NOTES 159 

gramme being carried out by the prize-winners of our Schools 
Competition. A dance followed afterwards. 

Rev. A. H. Taylor and County Councillor R. F. Nairn have 
been appointed Hon. Presidents, and Provost Sinclair of Ruther
glen was made an Hon. Life Member. 

We are looking forward with great 
membership during the winter session. 

hopes to increasing our 
H. MILLER, 

Secretary. 

663: BOURNEMOUTH CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Dr. J. Short gave the oration at the Burns Dinner on the 25th 

January, I951. He has left Bournemouth to take a Pastorate in 
Toronto, Canada. T. P. SAUNDERSON, 

665: THE GARTMORN LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Meeting Place-Sauchie Lesser Hall, Sauchie. 

Secretary. 

The above Club held their Annual Burns Outing to Dumfries 
on Sunday, Ist July. Leaving Sauchie Hall at 9 a.m., we travelled 
in Halley's super 'bus, and, favoured with lovely weather, we had 
an ideal run to Dumfries. On arriving there, we were met by two 
ladies of the Dumfries Burns Club. They were our guests for 
lunch and tea at the Lyceum Cafe, Dumfries, after which they 
showed us round all the important places associated with Burns, 
which our members thoroughly enjoyed. We arrived home happy 
after spending a really enjoyable time in Dumfries at II p.m. 

Mrs. C. FUDGE, 
Secretary. 

669: COATBRIDGE HOME GUARD BURNS CLUB 
The outstanding events of the year were:-
The Annual Supper.-This was held on 27th January and 

some 6s members and friends spent an enjoyable evening of song 
and story. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed in his own 
inimitable way by Mr. G. R. Hanson, M.A. 

A 'Bus Outing took place on 24th June. The party travelled 
by Kilmarnock, Ayr, Alloway, Cumnock and Mauchline, when 
Mr. James MacIntyre showed the members round the many places 
of interest in the district. This made it quite a memorable 
occasion. T. McNAB, 

Secretary. 
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670: STRATH BURNS CLUB 

Thursday, 30th November, 1950.-A Ceilidh was held on St. 
Andrew's Night at which the guest of honour was Mr. W. Wittet, 
Treasurer~ Elgin Burns Club, who gave a very notable address on 
Burns. The occasion was a great success, with contributions from 
members of Gaelic and Scots songs, with many of Burns's songs 
amongst the latter. 

Wednesday, 31st January, 195I.-The Anniversary Supper was 
held in Broadford Hotel, and although the attendance was some
what smaller than in the past (due to the hard weather and 
influenza epidemic) the evening was as successful as past occa
sions. The toast of the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. 
T. Maclver, M.A., Further Education Officer, after a worthy 
address. 

In August, 1951, the Club suffered a loss in the death of Pro
fessor R. W. Seton Watson, who had been an Hon. Member since 
the Club's institution. 

In September, 1951, one of the founder members, Mr. J. 
MacDonald Harrapool, Broadford, won honours at the National 
Mod of An Comunn Gaidhealach in Edinburgh by winning first 
prize in the men's solo competition. M. E. R. SOPER, 

Secretary. 

673: AUCHTERDERRAN HIGHLAND MARY BURNS CLUB 

Meets in Auld Hoose, Auchterderran, every second Monday at 
6.30 p.m. (Mrs.) A. MATHIESON, 

Secretary. 

674: MANCHESTER AND SALFORD CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION 

Meets approximately alternate 
Manchester, I. 

Fridays, at 29 Oxford Road, 
A. D. CROSSGROVE, 

Secretary. 

679: TULLIBODY AND CAMBUS BURNS CLUB 

The season 1950-51 has been one of the most successful since 
the Club was founded. The various functions run by the Com
mittee have all been well attended. Unfortunately, owing to 
accommodation difficulties, the membership register has had to be 
closed at 120, and a waiting list has now been started. I have to 
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record with sincere regret the death, during the year, of the Rev. 
W. D. O. Rose, Hon. President of the Club. 

Two Whist Drives were held during the year, the proceeds of 
which were devoted to the purchase of a silver cup and books of 
Burns's works, to be competed for annually by the pupils of the 
Abercromby School, Tullibody. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 2nd December, 1950, 
when Coalsnaughton Club were the guests of the evening. Wilfred 
Pickles, of "Have a Go" fame, became Hon. President of the Club 
on that evening. 

The Anniversary Dinner was held on 26th January, 1951, when 
the "Immortal Memory" was given by the Rev. William Waddell, 
of St. Ninian's U.F. Church. 

On 9th February, Club members visited the pantomime 
"Cinderella," in the Alhambra Theatre, Glasgow. 

The traditional Burns Night broadcast programme run by the 
Ayrshire clubs on 4th May was attended by 20 representatives from 
our Club and was thoroughly enjoyed by them all. 

The Annual Drive took place on 8th July, the destination being 
Dumfries. Never has any outing been such a success, the main 
reason for this being the kindness shown by the Burns Clubs 
there, to whom a very deep debt of gratitude is due. 

A visit to the Scottish capital on 1st September to see the 
"Military Tattoo" staged at Edinburgh Castle brought to a close 
the outings for 195I. 

The Club sends its greetings to all Burns Clubs at home and 
overseas. 

W. G. STEWART, 
Hon. Secy. 

691: INVERNESS BURNS CLUB 
Club gift school prizes to the value of £10 IOS. for competition 

among pupils of Inverness Royal Academy and Technical High 
School. . 

ALEX. CULLEN, 
Secretary. 

~5: KILMARONOCK (DUNBARTONSHIRE) BURNS CLUB 

We opened our session with a whist drive which was a great 
success. On the 28th October we held a Hallowe'en Party for the 
childreq, when approximately 100 children and their mothers 

L 
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attended. The Rev. W. F. Wills addressed the children on some 
of the Hallowe'en customs and how they originated. On 1St 
December we held our St. Andrew's Night, when the guest 
speaker was Mr. T. Crawford, Balfrom. On nth December we 
went to the Alhambra Theatre. There were 100 members present. 
On 26th January the principal speaker at our Burns Supper was 
Mr. McArthur, M.A., Thornhill. On 28th February we held our 
Annual Children's Competition, which was larger than the pre
vious year, showing that Burns's songs and recitations are taking 
a hold on the children. All the entries were of a high standard. 

TAMES CONACHER, 
Secretary. 

704: EVESHAM AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
We have now concluded a very successful season and the mem

bership will be increased very considerably this year as there are 
quite a few new applications, so that we are looking forward to 
another successful year. ARCHIBALD NICOL, 

Secretary. 

707: MALVERN SCOTS CLUB 
The Club continues to 'flourish, so much so that it is difficult 

to keep the numbers within the limits set by the accommodation 
available; and all the Club functions have been very well attended. 

The demonstration set formed last year gained an honourable' 
place in the Scottish Country Dancing Class at the Leamington 
Spa Musical Festival in June, and danced before the Australian 
Women's cricket team at a Civic Reception held in Malvern 
Winter Gardens in their honour. The open-air dancing that has 
been for some years the Club's practice on Whit Monday attracted 
this year the attention of the local and Birmingham press, and it 
is hoped that next year parties from other Midland Scottish 
Associations will attend. 

The Club members have not forgotten their charitable obliga
tions, for, in addition to £6 8s. 3d. contributed by a special collec
tion at the St. Andrew's Service to the Mauchline Homes, a special 
Charity Dance held in the spring raised £n 4S. for holidays for 
poor children in Malvern. 

The toast of the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. J. 
Graham, Secretary of the Cheltenham Scottish Society, at our 
Burns Dinner. A. S. YOUNG, 

'Secretary. 
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708: CARLISLE HIGHLAND ASSOCIATION 

Activities include-Classes in Scottish Country Dancing for 
children, teenagers and adults, all very well atte.qded; social func
tions, such as dances, whist drives, outings, New Year Ball, High
land Ball, &c., also Hallowe'en Party and Burns Supper. 

TAMES DALGLEISH, 

Secretary. 

718: THE ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF YORK. 

The 1950-51 syllabus proved very popular, and the Hogmanay 
Dance and the Burns Dinner were attended by maximum num
bers permitted. A Hogmanay Scottish Ball has be~n arranged for 
31st December, 1951, and will be held in the world-renowned 
Georgian Building, the Assembly Rooms, York. Scottish Country 
Dancing very popular in the city, and many classes held each week. 

HAROLD HUTCHISON, 

Hon. Secy. 

719: CHELMSFORD AND DISTRICT SC01TISH SOCIETY 

Functions are held at Hallowe'en, St. Andrew's Day, Hog
manay and Burns Anniversary. 

Classes in Scottish Country Dancing for adults and children 
weekly. 

Scots moving into the district are welcome, and asked to obtain 
full details from the Hon. Secretary. 

DONALD W. COBB, 

Secretary. 

'J21: THE PLYMOUTH BURNS CLUB 

The 1950-51 season has been the most successful so far. We 
celebrated Hallowe'en, St. Andrew's Day, New Year's Nicht and 
Burns Anniversary at the Continental Hotel, Plymouth. One of 
our oldest members, Mr. Tames Ritchie McDougall, who was origin
ally a member of Greenock Burns Club, proposed the "Immortal 
Memory." On 18th August we took part in a Festival of Britain 
Country Fair at Farley's Field, Plymouth, along with three other 
Celtic Societies. Our team of dancers gave a display of Scottish 
dancing to the skirl 0' the pipes in the afternoon and evening. 
Our Club was responsible for the side shows, children's swings, 
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roundabouts, &c. The entire proceeds were devoted to local 
charities. 

The annual coach trip, to Lyme Regis and Sidmouth, was 
held on 1st July. 

We have now secured larger Club Rooms at the Oddfellows' 
Hall, 48 Union Street, Plymouth, where we meet twice,a month 
for social evenings, dancing classes, Scottish @m shows, &c., and 
we also exchange visits with the Cornish and Welsh Societies of , 
Plymouth. 

MARGARET G. ROWAN. 
Hdn. Secy. 

72.2.: BRIDLINGTON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

All gatherings are held in the Alexandra Hotel, Bridlington, 
on the last and mid-Thursdays of each month and commence at 
7.30 p.m. Scottish Dancing, whenever possible, at each gathering. 

A. B. MITCHELL, 

Secretary. 

728: TARBOLTON BACHELORS' CLUB COMMITTEE 

The newly-restored Bachelors' Club was officially opened on 
6th October, 1951, by Mr. J. C. Stormonth-Darling, National Trust 
Secretary, and is the meeting place of the Committee. 

It being the meeting place of the original Bachelors' Club in 
1780, of which Burns was a founder-member, it is the intention 
of the Committee to restore it and preserve it, as near as possible, 
to its original condition. 

CHARLES H. GARVEN, 
Secretary. 

733: ABERDEEN BURNS STUDY CIRCLE 

The Circle was formed for the purpose of studying the life 
and works of the poet. To this end we meet every alternate 
Sunday, when individual members in turn give an address, fol
lowed by a very thorough discussion. These meetings have proved 
very popular with the members, and have added greatly to our 
knowledge of the life of our bard. 

R. H. WATSON, 
Secretary. 



LIST OF THE 348 BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF THE BURNS 
FEDERATION, 1952 

(Corrected to 31st October, 1951) 

No. Name 
o Kilmarnock Burns Club -
I The Burns Club of London 
2 Alexandria Burns Club 
3 Tam o' Shanter Burns Club 

4 Callander Burns Club -
7 Thistle Burns Club 
9 Royalty Burns Club -

ro Dumbarton Burns Club 

Inst. Fed. 
- 1808 r885 
- 1868 r885 
- 1884 1885 
- 1858 r885 

- 1877 r885 
1882 r885 

- 1882 r886 

- 1859 r886 

r 1 Chesterfield and District Cale-
donian Association - 1886 1886 

14 Dundee Burns Club - - 1860 1886 

15 Belfast Burns Association - - 1886 1886 

Members President 
200 Dr. B. R. Nisbet 
200 Duncan Munro Young 

132 John Williamson 

50 William Jamieson 
125 William B. Anderson 

80 Ben E. Marr 

375 W.M. Walker 

402 

Secretary 
W. Y. Haggo, 3 Seaford Street, Kilmarnock 
Donald Munro, 5 Links Road, Epsom, Surrey 
John Barton, 126 Middleton Street, Alexandria 
W. McFarlane, 41 Cumlodden Drive, Glas-

gow, N.W. 
J. M. Prosser, r8 Menteith Crescent, Callander 
David Mofiat, 19 Park Road, Glasgow, C.4 
William McMinn, 5 St. Vincent Place, Glas-

gow, C.I 
John Lithgow, Park Lea, Stirling Road, 

Dumbarton 

Mrs. M. Nicholson, 3 Goldwell House, 
Ashgate Road, Chesterfield 

Harry Taylor, Dundee Burns Club, 37 UnioA
Street, Dundee 

Edward R. Forgrave, L.T.C.L., 48 Bloomfield 
Road, Belfast 

... 17 Nottingham Scottish Association r871 1886 709 

J. N. Brodie 

J. Wright Mrs. J. G. Watson, I Pelham Avenue, Sher
wood Rise, Nottingham & 

20 Airdrie Burns Club - 1885 1886 170 G. R. Hanson R. Bicknell, ro Castle Quadrant, Airdrie 



... No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
s:: 21 Greenock Burns Club - - 1801 1886 184 William Kerr William Christie, 50 Brisbane Street, Greenock 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club - 1848 '1886 IIO J. L. White, D.L. George Harris, F.A.S.A., 28 Hillside Street, 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club - 1872 1886 75 Dr. James Somerville 
Edinburgh, 7 

J. Lawrence Grant, C.A., 13 Bogton Avenue, 
Glasgow, S'4 • 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns Club - 1825 1887 70 Thomas Louden Douglass G. Gordon, Solicitor, Dairy 

36 Rosebery Burns Club - - 1885 1887 130 Arthur Downie A. W. Alexander, 55 Glencoe Street, Glasgow 

37 Dollar Burns Club - 1887 1887 Alexander McConchie, Bridge House, Doliar 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club - - 1872 1889 134 Chris. MacBeath A. Noble, 48 Summerfield Terrace, Aberdeen 

42 Strathearn Burns Club - 1889 1890 124 D. W. Crighton G. S. G. Vernon, "Oaklands," Connaught 
Terrace, Crieff 

45 Cumnock Burns Club - 1887 1891 1I3 HughBrown G. Fredericks, Clydesdale and North Bank 
House, Cumnock 

48 Paisley Burns Club - 1805 1891 33 John Clarke Clark Hunter, Donaldfield Road, Bridge of 
Weir 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club - 1870 1891 1700 Dr. T. Fletcher Greenhill C. Gordon Brown, 569 London Road, Glas-
gow, S.E. 

50 Stirling Burns Club : - 1886 1892 Joshua Petty, 20 Barnton Street, Stirling 
53 Govan Fairfield Burns Club - 1886 1892 Mrs. V. Douglas, 42 Bradon Avenue, 

Clydebank 
55 Derby Scottish Association and 

Burns Club - 1890 1893 565 H. B. Macmillan Miss A. W. Wylie, 12 Kedleston Road, 
Allestree, Derby 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik Burns Club - 1893 1893 George Vallance, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, 
Ayrshire 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars Burns Club 1893 1893 160 Captain P. Thomson Lachlan A. Osborne, 5 McCallum Crescent, 
Gourock 

62 Cupar Burns Club - 1893 1893 120 Sheriff John W. More J. G. Rutherford, National Bank, Cupar 



No. Name 
lis Musselburgh Burns Club -

Inst. Fed. 
- 1886 1~4 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) Burns Club 1893 1894 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, inc.- - 1861 1894 

71 Carlisle Burns Club - - 1889 1895 
72 Partick Burns Club - - 1885 1895 
74 National Burns Memorial and 

Cottage Homes, Mauchline - 1888 1895 

76 Brechin Burns Club - - 1894 1896 
82 Arbroath Burns Club - - 1888 1~6 
85 Dunfermline United Burns Club 1812 1896 

86 Winsome Willie Burns CluQ - 1856 1896 

89 Sunderland Burns Club - 1897 1897 

91 Shetdeston Burns Club - 1897 1897 
112 Dumfries Burns Howff Club - 1889 1899 
120 Bristol Caledonian Society - - 1820 1900 

121 Hamilton Junior Burns Club - 1886 1901 

123 Boswell Burns Club (Auchinleck) 1900 1901 

.§- 124 The Ninety Burns Club - 1890 1902 

Members President 

588 Allan S. Meikle 

46 M. L. Moscrop 
88 A. M. Ogilvie Robertson 

Secretary 
Thomas Young, 56 Ravensheugh Road, 

Levenhall, Musselburgh 
Samuel W. Love, The British Linen Bank, 

515 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, C.3 
A. A. McLennan, 118 Harbour Terrace, 

Dunedin, N.I, New Zealand 
J. Jordan, 28 Dene Crescent, Stanwix, Carlisle 
W. S. Adams, 81 Bath Street, Glasgow 

Col. A. D. MacInnes Shaw David J. S. Harvey, 65 Renfield Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

93 

80 

35 

88 

94 
528 

50 

50 

no 

James S. Kinghorn David Young, 28 Crookston Road, Brechin 

W. A. Thexton, J.P. 

James-Gilmour 

Andrew Brunton 

, R. L. Robertson 
Robert W. French 

A.McCart 

JamesAgnew 

John G. Young, Town House, Arbroath 
T. Spowart, M.A., 116 Dewar Street, 

Dunfermline 
William Waugh, I4 Nan's Terrace, Old 

Cumnock 
John D. McBain, 33 Humbledon Park, 

Sunderland 
R. Wright, 397 Amulree Street, Glasgow, E.2 
John Sturgeon, 7 Nellieville Terrace, Dumfries 
Miss Winifred Measdy, Albion Chambers, 

Bristol, I 

H. Towall, 8 Backmuir Crescent, Whitehill, 
Hamilton 

John Stewart, 33 Lambfair Gardens, Auchin
leek, Ayrshire 

J. E. G. Burgoyne, M.A. R. A. B. McLaren, 4 Mayfield Road, Edin
burgh,9 



... No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
1866 1902 R. H. Menzies, 14 Princes Street, Falkirk &:) 126 Falkirk Burns Club -

133 Newarthill Burns'" Club - 1903 1904 16 Alexander Maxwell Jas. B. Mathew, 23 Loanhead Crescent, 
Newarthill 

139 National Burns Club -

149 Elgin Burns Club 

- 1904 1904 100 John W. Macintosh WilJiam B. Harkness, C.A., 48 West Regent 
Street, Glasgow, C.2 

- 1905 1905 51 John Wittet C. B. Wilken, Bank Buildings, 110 High 
Street, Elgin 

152 The Hamilton Burns Club-

153 Scottish Burns Club -

- 1877 1906 

- 1904 1906 

156 Newcastle and Tyneside Burns 
Club - 1864 1906 

158 Darlington Burns Association - 1906 1906 
165 Wallsend Burns Club - 1887 190J 

167 Birmingham and Midland Scot-
tish Society - - 1888 1908 

169 Glasgow and District 
Association 

173 Irvine Burns Club 
181 Primrose Burns Club -

Burns 
- 1907 1908 

- 1826 1908 
- 1900 1909 

183 Londonderry Burns Club and 
Caledonian Society - - 190J 1909 

100 

600 

50 

240 

40 

850 

25 Clubs 

410 
177 

100 

Rev. J. Robertson • 
Buchanan, B.D., Ph.D. John Jackson, 54 Cadzow Street, Hamilton 

Major Edwin J. 
Donaldson, D.L., J.P. 1. Kevan McDowall,202 Bath Street, Glasgow 

Dr. W. W. Forsyth 
Walter Gladstone 

R. W. S. Mackay 

John T. Stewart 

Ex-Provost Archd. Green 
George' Calderwood 

W. A. Balfour, 33 Broadway West, Gosforth, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 3 

Ian Hamilton, I Fenby Avenue, Darlington 
G. Pringle, 3 Rochdale Street, Wallsend-on

Tyne 

D. McFall, 22 Hazelwood Road, Birmingham, 
27 

Andrew Stenhouse, LL.R, 104 West Camp
bell Street, Glasgow, C.2 

William PhiJlips, M.A.,43 Bank Street, Irvine 
James Stewart, 17 Warden Road, Glasgow, 

W·3 

Rev. N. F. Orr, RA., B.D. J. Gilmour, 31 Princes Street, Londonderry 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
184 Blairadam Shanter Burns Club - 1907 1909 

190 Port Glasgow Burns Club - - 19IO 19IO 

192 Ayrshire Association of Burns 
Clubs - 1908 1910 

197 Winnipeg Burns Club - 1905 1911 

198 

199 

Gorebridge Twenty-five 
Beggars Burns Club 

Newbattle and District 
Club 

Jolly 
- 1906 1911 

Burns 
- 1910 1911 

207 Cambuslang Wingate Burns Club 1908 1912 

209 GPeenock St. John's Burns Club 1909 1912 
212 Portobello Burns Club - 1892 1913 

217 Eskdale Burns Club - - 1886 1913 
218 Bannockburn Empire Burns Club 1912 1913 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis - - 1904 1913 

226 Dumfries Burns Club- - 1820 1913 

236 Whitehaven Burns Club - 1914 1914 

i 237 Uddingston Masonic Burns Club 1914 1914 

• 

• 

Members 

30 

40 

38 Clubs 
60 

40 

67 

25 

96 

60 
20 

154 

72 

30 

President 
Robert M. Cook 

Samuel Howie 

J. Kevan McDowall 
A. C. B. Stewart, 

M.F.B.A. 

Thomas Vickers 

Thomas Weighand 

Adam Humphries 

Alexander MacFarlane, 
M.A. 

George Jeffrey 
T.Hood 

JamesReid 

Dr. R. W. Chalmers 

Robert Paton 

Secretary 
Thomas C. Anderson, Rowan Cottage, 194 

Main Street, Kelty, Fife 
Duncan MacGugan, 128 Drumprochar Road, 

Greenock 

John M. Irving, 20 Melville Street, Kilmamock 
Robert A. Sloan, 150 Garfield Street, Winni

peg, Man., Canada 
• 

John Scott, 45 Newbyres Crescent, Gorebridge 

John Campbell, 4 Leighton Crescent, East
houses, Dalkeith 

Robert Tait, 468 Hamilton Road, Flemington, 
Cambuslang 

R. S. Paul, 35 Royal Street, Gourock 
William H. Garvie, 7 Straiton Place, Porto

bello 
Mrs. Pool, 28 High Street, Langholm 
H. Mulraney, 9 Wallace Row, Cowie, 

Stirlingshire 
Irvin Mattick, 1010 Pine Street, St. Louis, 

M.O., U.S.A. 
H. G. McKerrow, 43 Buccleuch Street, 

Dumfries 
John Davidson, 9 Edgehill Terrace, White-

haven _ 
Arthur Downie, 89 Woodlands Crescent, 

Bothwell 



• 

No. #ame 
.g 238 Burns Club of Atlanta 

239 Hawick Burns Club -

242 Montrose Burns Club -

Inst. Fed. 

- 1896 1914 

- 1878 1914 

- 1908 1915 

244 Dalmuir and Clydebank Burns 
_Club - 1914 1916 

252 Alloway Burns Club - - 1908 1918 
254 Greenock Victoria Burns Club - 1915 1918 

262 Fifeshire Burns Association - 1919 1919 

263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club - 1919 1919 

269 Johnstone Tam o' Shanter Burns 
Club - 1912 1920 

271 Trenton Burns Club -

274 Troon Bums Club 

275 Ayr Burns Club -

- 1919 1920 

- 1920 1920 

- 1886 1920 

282 The Burns Bowling Association 1898 1920 

283 Sinclairtown Burns Club - - _ 1920 1920 

Members 
67 

535 

122 

President 
Robert Macdonald 

Alex. Aitken 

R. M. Livingston 

70 Donald Macleod 

85 James McCutcheon 
40 Duncan McLellan 

20 Clubs John D. Bease 

1095 Robert Gibson 

21 George C. B. Steill 

160 Rev. R. H. G. Budge 

200 W. T. H. Inglis, 
M.A.,B.A. 

26 Clubs T. C. McNab 

30 George Inglis 

Secretary 
Dr. Robert E. Latta, 905 Medical Arts Buil~

ings, Atlanta, 3, Ga., U .S.A. 
Robert Douglas, Hawick Burns Club, Albert 

Road, Hawick 
R. V. Fairweather, Jun., 47a John Street, 

Montrose 

John R, S. Lockhart, 41 East Thomson Street, 
Clydebank 

Francis P. Welsh, Schoolhouse, Alloway, Ayr 
Archibald MacLeod, 58 Belville Street, 

Greenock 
Thomas C. Anderson, Rowan Cottage, 194 

Main Street, Kelty, Fife 
William E. Thomas, 1298 Argyle Street, 

Glasgow, C'3 

Archibald H. Caldwell, 12 Macdowall Street, 
Johnstone • 

Neil A. Waugh, 235 Park Lane, Trenton, 9, 
New Jersey, U.S.A. 

T. Montgomery Brown, 36 West Portland 
Street, Troon 

Alexander Macrnillan, M.A., Ed.B., 21 Mont
gomerie Terrace, Ayr 

John B. Bodie, J.P., 124 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

John D. Bease, I Dysart Road, Kirkcaldy 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
284 Philadelphia North-Eastern Burns 

Club - 18g6 1921 

288 Beith Caledonia Burns Club 
292 Grahamston Burns Club -

- 1911 1921 
- 1920 1921 

293 Newcraighall District Poosie 
Nansie Burns Club - 1921 1921 

295 The Burns House Club Limited 1920 1921 

2g6 Walsall Burns Club - - 1900 1922 

303 Victoria St. Andrew's and Cale-
donian Society 1872 1922 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 1914 1922 

309 Annan Burns Club 

310 Mauchline Burns Club 

- 1910 1923 

- 1923 1923 

314 Scottish Burns Club, Edinburgh 1920 1923 

320 Troy Burns Club - 1903 1924 

.g 323 Kirkcudbright Burns Club - - 1918 1924 

Members President 

61 Campbell Goudie 

23 B. Doyle 
50 Wm. P. Turnbull 

50 

120 

130 

106 

210 

100 

200 

60 

57 

A.McDonald 

RobertOrr 

J. H. S. Addison 

J. Robertson 

Mrs. Jane Burgoyne 

. George Jackson 

AndrewHood 

Walter Chalmers 

Robert Kellie 

Secretary 

Alex. Macdonald, 4203 E. Barnett Street, 
Philadelphia, 35, Pa., U.S.A. 

H. Howells, 21 Braehead, Beith 
Thomas Clapperton, 162 Abbotsford Street, 

Falkirk 

Wm. Elair, 8 Avenue Square, Newcraighall, 
Musselburgh 

John Grant, C.A., 65 Renfield Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

Dr. D. M. Macmillan, Great Barr Hall, 
Birmingham, 22a 

Miss G. McKay, McNair Street, Victoria, 
B.C., Canada 

Daniel Sharp, c/o Lumsden, 32 Pilton 
Avenue, Edinburgh,s 

K. G. Sutherland, Solicitor, Royal Bank 
Buildings, Annan _ 

William Bee, M.P.S., 5 Loudon Street, 
Mauchline 

Douglas Wilson, 7 Middleby Street, Edin
burgh,9 

Robert E. Urquhart, 110 Canvass Street, 
Cohoes, New York, U.S.A . 

Norman C.' Macmillan, 32 St. Cuthbert 
Street, Kirkcudbright 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
~ 326 Bingry Jolly Beggars Ladies Burns 

Club - 1921 1924 

329 Newark and District Caledonian 
Society - - 1923 1924 

331 Robert Burns Society of Buffalo 
(N.Y.) - 1913 1925 

336 Peterhead Burns Club - 1826 1925 
341 Leith Burns Club - 1826 1925 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) Burns Club - 1910 1925 

345 Denbeath and District Burns Club 1925 1925 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel Burns Club - 1923 1925 

348 Newton Jean Armour Burns 
Club - 1924 1925 

350 Markinch Burns Club - 1899 1925 

354 Royal Clan, Order of Scottish 
Clans - 1878 1926 

355 Calcutta Burns ClUb - - 1926 1926 

356 Burnbank and District Masonic 
Burns Club - - 1926 1926 

Members President 

43 Mrs. J. Gibb 

170 Dr. P. Kinmont, J.P. 

83 Alexander Anderson 
120 John Gordon 

30 W. M. Hallinan 

30 James Bennett 

80 Robert M. Jamieson 

46 Mrs. E. Davie 

153 T.C.Corsie 

19,461 Gilbert W. Carmichael 

128 J.R. Walker 

Secretary 

Mrs. Henry Davidson, 10 Kirkland Park, 
Ballingry, Lochore; Fife 

J. R. Henderson, 14 Winchilsea Avenue, 
Newark 

Robert Potts, 30 Villa A venue, Buffalo, New 
York, U.S.A. 

Robert Neish, 2 Rose Street, Peterhead 
H. S. Mitchell, 6 Hope Street, Leith 
Roger C. Wright, Box 337 Ladysmith, British 

Columbia, Canada 
T. Ballantyne,7 Donaldson Road, Methilhill, 

Leven 
Thos. McLuckie, 80 Oakbank, Midcalder, 

Midlothian 

Mrs. J. McGeoch, 5 Graham Avenue, Half
way, Cambuslang 

T. M. Armstrong, 7 Hill Terrace, Markinch, 
Fife 

Norman D. Mackay, 899 Boylston Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 

W. F. Howe, c/o Bird & Co., Ltd., Post 
Box 46, Calcutta 

Joseph Stannage, 20 High Blantyre Road, 
Burnbank, Hamilton 



No. Nam~ Inst. Fed. M~mb~rs Pr~sid~nt 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society - 1878 1926 

366 Liverpool Burns Club - - 1924 1926 

372 Baillieston Jean Armour Burns 
Club - 1926 1927 

373 Red Hill Burns Club - - 1921 1927 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery Burns Club - 1906 1927 66 Neil Wallace 
378 Edinburgh District Burns Clubs' 

Association - - - - 1925 1927 10 Clubs John Millar, J.P. 

379 The Hartlepools Burns Club - 1926 1927 44 J. Blanthorn 

380 Falkirk Cross Keys Burns Club 1926 1927 50 John Orman 

381 Greater New York Masonic Burns 
Club - 1927 1927 60 Wm. Donaldson 

383 Greenock R.N.T.F. Heather 
Burns Club - 1912 1927 25 Arthur C. E. Lewis 

387 Mary Campbell Burns Club 
(Cambuslang) - - - 1927 1927 30 Mrs. Mary Thomson 

~ 388 Kyle Ladies' Burns Club - - 1925 1927 

S~cr~tary 

W. J. Liddle, F.R.C.S.(Edin.), Abbey Road, 
Barrow-in-Furness 

Hamish H. Rae, 9 Park View, Waterloo, 
Liverpool, 22 

Mrs. A. Watson, HO Monkland View Cres
cent, Bargeddie, Glasgow 

Harry Elliott, 50 Clyde Road, Red Hill, 
Natal, South Africa 

James E. Shaw, I Central Avenue, Kilbirnie 

Fred J. Belford, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, 
Liberton, Edinburgh, 9 

Wm. S. Allen, 24 Oakland Avenue, West 
Hartlepool 

Thomas Wilson, The Bungalow, Kerse Lane, 
Falkirk 

Mrs. Mary McAlpine, 275, 87th Street, 
Brooklyn, 9, New York, U.S.A. 

Arthur C. E. Lewis, Vallorbe, 16 Rodney 
Road, Gourock 

Mrs. A. Rennie, 21 Gilbertfield Road, Half
way, Cambuslang 

Mrs. Jeanie Anderson, 200 Springhill Road, 
Shotts, Lanarkshire 



No. 

~ 390 

392 

Name 
Meikle Earnock Jolly 

Burns Club -
WhitHet Burns Club -

Inst. Fed. 

Beggar~ 1924 1928 
- 1920 1928 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns Club-
398, . Colinton Burns Club -
r ~<¥'" 

- 1928 1928 
1907 1928 

399'" St. Ringan Burns Club - 1920 1928 

400 Haddington Burns Club -

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 

- 1888 1928 

- 1928 1928 

405 Caledonian Society of Sheffield - 1822 1929 

406 Dublin Benevolent Society of St. 
Andrevv - - 1831 1929 

409 Stenhousemuir and District 
Plough Burns Club - 1929 1929 

413 St. Andrevv Society of San 
Francisco - 1863 1929 

417 Burnley and District Caledonian 
Society - - 1924 1929 

421 Arrochar and Tarbet Burns Club 1929 1929 
424 Cambuslang Tarn o' Shanter 

Burns Club . - 1928 1929 

Members President 

32 John Happle 

150 Miss L. Thompson 
50 John Millar, J.P. 

100 Bailie Benzie 

1000 Dr. John I. Taylor 

220 George Martin 

100 E. H. McG. Landless 

Secretary 

Joseph Hillis, 189 Almada Street, Hamilton 
William Webber Lees, 58 Lavelle Drive, 

Coatbridge 
Mrs. James, 20 Waterfoot Road, Annan 
John Millar, J.P., "Torduff," 198 Colinton 

Road, Edinburgh, I I 

John McClumpha, 16 Milton Terrace, Whins 
of Milton, Stirling 

Alexr. H. Main, Solicitor, 27 High Street, 
Haddington 

A. S. Kelman, Saltoun Chambers, Fraser
burgh 

W. Campbell Heselvvood, II High Storrs 
Road, Sheffield, II 

W. Morrison Milne, 4 Cremore Road,' Glas
nevin, Dublin 

John McMahon, 122 King St., Stenhousemuir 

Wm. R. Carsvvell, 602 California Street, San 
Francisco, California, u.s.A. 

Mrs. Freda M. Ker, 163a Manchester Road, 
Burnley, Lancs_ 

R. Andrevvs, The Schoolhouse, Tarbet 

George McLellan, 33 Park Street, Cambuslang 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

426 Sauchie Burns Club - - 1929 1929 70 Andrew Spence Wi\liam A. L. Paterson, 18 Duncanson Ave., 
Alloa 

427 Gorebridge Glencairn Burns Club 1928 1929 James Munro, Newland Burn Cottage, Gore· 
bridge, Midlothian 

430 Gourock Burns Club - - 1887 1929 Hamilton Lyons, 124 Albert Road, Gourock 
431 Inverkip Burns Club - - 190J 1929 William Telfer, Langhouse Cottage, Inverkip 
432 Winchburgh Lea Rig Burns Club 1928 1930 180 Thomas Reid Adam Paterson, 165 Millgate, Winchburgh, 

West Lothian 
435 Ayr Tam 0' Shanter Burns Club 1906 1930 Henry Baxter, 98 Belmont Avenue, Ayr 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies' 

Club - - - - - 1929 1930 120 Mrs. Elizabeth Doyle Mrs. Elizabeth Warriner, 66 Bristol Street, 
• Walney bland, Barrow in Furness 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns Club - 1930 1930 130 Mrs. R. Wilson Mrs. Margt. Bell, 52 Aldermanhill Road, 
Dumfries 

439 Barnsley and District Scottish 
Society - - 1930 1930 C. L. Sutherland, W oodleigh, Alverthorpe, 

Wakefield 
444 Swansea and West Wales Cale-

donian Society - 1921 1931 Alexr. K. Miller, "Highfield," 14 Eversley 

Herefordshire Burns Club -
Road, Sketty, Swansea 

446 - 1910 1931 64 Dr. J. R. Bulman J. P. Inglis, 9 Folly Drive, Tupsley, Hereford 
447 Mountain Daisy Ladies' Burns 

Club - 1931 1931 44 Mrs. Isabella Allan Mrs. Lily Brown, 46 Main Street, Lumphin-
nans, Cowdenbeath 

449 Wellington (N.Z.) Burns Club - 1931 1931 A. F. Dickson, 24 Evans Bay Road, Welling-
ton, E.l, New Zealand 

.... 452 Auchterderran Bonnie Jean Burns 
Vf Club - 1929 1931 20 Mrs. James Herd Mrs. John Herd, 278 Carden Castle Park, 

Cardenden, Fife 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
i 453 North-Eastern Burns Club of 

Philadelphia Ladies' Auxiliary 1927 1931 

454 Rotherham and District Scottish 

458 

461 
462 
463 

Association - 1924 1931 

Stonehaven (Fatherland) Burns 
Club - 1925 1932 

Leicester Caledonian Society - 1877 1932 
Cheltenham Scottish Society - 1930 1932 
Kirkford Bonnie Jean Burns Club 1930 1932 

466 Dykehead Afton Water Ladies' 
Burns Club - - - 1932 1932 

467 Gilbertfield Highland Mary 
Ladies Burns Club - 1932 1932 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club - - 1932 1932 

470 St. Giles Burns Club - - 1923 1932 
• 

471 Rose of Grange Bums Club - 1932 

472 Renfrewshire Association of Burns 
Clubs - 1929 1932 

'06 Border Cities Burns Club - - 1929 1933 

Members President 

273 Dr. Barbara Demaine 

214 
452 

150 

50 

43 

97 

A. Scrimgeour 
W. M. Fraser 
P. J. T. Grant 

Mrs. Margaret 
Anderson 

Thomas Bryson 

G. M. Mackenzie 

10 Clubs William Telfer 

145 John G. Saunders 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Hunter, 1238 West Allegheny Ave., 
Philadelphia, 33, U.S.A. 

William McC. Hamilton, 37 Beechwood Road, 
Rotherham 

Mrs. Edmonston, 25 High Street, Stonehaven 
Andrew Forrest, 3 Kilworth Drive, Leicester 
James Graham, 337 High Street, Cheltenham 
George Hood, 143 Foulford Road, Cowden-

beath, Fife 

Mrs. H. Keir, 9 Nithsdale Street, Dykehead, 
Shotts 

Mrs. Janet Porte, 6 Mill Road, Halfway, 
Cambuslang 

Thomas Fergus, 30 Allan Crescent, Dunipace, 
by Denny 

George Brodie, "Cromdale," 33 Petrie Cres
cent, Elgin 

James Sinclair, 103 Main Street, Grangepans, 
Bo'ness 

Arthur C. E. Lewis, Vallorbe, 16 Rodney 
Road, Gourock 

Adam Plenderleith, 63 Huron Street, La 
Salle, Ontario, Canada 



a:: No. Name Inst. Fed. 
- 1929 1933 

... 
"-J 

477 Bellahouston Burns Club -

478 Bonnie Doon Ladies' Burns Club 1933 1933 

479 Queen of the South Ladies' 
Burns Club - - 1932 1933 

481 London Ayrshire Society - - 1897 1933 

484 Sheddens Ladies Burns Club - 1931 1933 

492 Harrow and District Caledonian 
Society - 1928 1934 

493 Akron Burns Cronies-

495 Baghdad Caledonian Society 
496 The Auld Hoose Burns Club 

1934 1934 

- 1922 1934 
- 1931 1934 

497 St. Andrew Burns Club (Well-
ington, N.Z.) - 1934 1934 

498 Flint Burns Club - 1931 1934 

500 New Cumnock Burns Club - 1924 1934 

503 Dunblane Burns Club - 1923 1935 

"-J 50s Wishaw Masonic Burns Club 1935 1935 

Members 
65 

30 

140 

725 

20 

80 

65 

30 • 

President 
A. Angus Mackay 

Mrs. Ramage 

Mrs. G. Thom 

A. G. Esslemont, 
B.Com., F.C.l.S. 

James Meiklejohn 

James F. Johnston 

George Stevens 

James A. Fraser 

Secretary 
Mrs. J. McComish, 38 Kenmure Street, 

Glasgow, S.1 
Mrs. Thomas Penman, 80 Station Road, 

Kelty, Fife 

Mrs. M. Coulson, 52 Friars Vennel, Dumfries 
G. C. Wishart, Romney House, Tufton 

Street, London, S.W.l 
Mrs. Janet Donaldson, 8 McEwan Street, 

Glasgow, E.l 

J. O. Cumming, 25 Park View, Hatch End, 
Middlesex 

Alexander More, 2305 20th Street, S.W., 
Akron, 14, Ohio, U.S.A .. 

J. A. Jack, P.O. Box 17, Baghdad, Iraq 
Robert H. Cuthbert, Christie's Buildings, 

Kirkton, Burntisland 

Miss B. Clark, P.O. Box 1049, Wellington, 
New Zealand 

Jos. M. Graham, 2617 Sloan Street, Flint, 4, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 

Robert Knoxr M.A., Bank Schoolhouse, New 
Cumnock, Ayrshire 

Arch. P. Lamont, Commercial Bank of 
Scotland Ltd., Dunblane 

Thomas Shaw, 12 Caledonian Road, Wishaw 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
i 510 I.C.I. Grangemouth Bums Club 1935 1935 150 Dr. W. G. Rcid I. M. Halkett, c/o I.C.I. Grangemouth 

Recreation Club, Earl's Road, Grangemouth 
511 Perth (West Australia) Burns Club 1935 1935 Mrs. Jessie Rcid, 166 Seventh Avenue, May-

lands, Perth, Western Australia 
518 Ye Auld Cronies Masonic Burns 

Club (Cleveland, Ohio) - 1935 1936 15 Robert T. Dick Thomas Hair, 285 East 218 Street, Euclid, 
Ohio, U.S.A. 

520 UddinN:ton Lochlie Ladies' Bums 
Clu - - - - - 1935 1936 50 Mrs. Christine D. Mrs. lsobel Downie, 89 Woodlands Crescent, 

MacIntosh Bothwell 
521 Waratah-Mayfield Bums Club - 1935 1936 Mrs. S. Harris, 5 Windeyer Street, Mayfield 

West, Newcastle, N.S.W., Australia 
523 Highland Society of New South 

Wales - - - - - 1877 1936 James Mackintosh, Scottish House, 19 Bridge 

David Dunsire 
Street, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 

525 Flint Jolly Beggars Burns Club- 1935 1937 22 John R. Hurry, 9271 Neff Road, R.R.I, Clio, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 

526 Dykehead Tam 0' Shanter Burns 
Andrew Inglis Club - 1935 1937 28 John C. Weir, 75 Wilson Road, Allanton, 

Shotts 
528 Loughborough Scottish Assoc. - 1930 1937 A. McNeil Ford, 59 Westfield Drive, Lough-

borough 
529 The William Mitchell Bums Club 1937 1937 James B. Mitchell, 509 Main Street, Bellshill, 

Lanarkshire 
530 Southern Scottish Counties Bums 

Association - 1937 1937 14 Clubs James Denniston Mrs. M. Coulson, 52 Friars Vennel, Dumfries 
533 Fauldhouse Caledonian Bums 

Club 1937 1937 100 Dougall Stirratt Thomas McMillan, Bridge Street, Fauldhouse, 
West Lothian 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
534 Bedlington and District Burns 

Club - 1950 1951 

535 Plymouth and District Cale-
donian Society - 1927 1937 

536 Whithorn and District Burns Club 1937 1937 

538 Greenock and District Burns 
Clubs Past Presidents' Assoc. 1937 1937 

542 White Heather Burns Club - 1936 1938 
545 Parramatta and District Burns 

Club (New South Wales) - 1934 1938 

548 Leeds Caledonian Society - - 1894 1938 

549 Bothwell Bonnie Leslie Ladies' 
Burns Club - - 1937 1938 

551 Scarborough Caledonian Society 1934 1938 

553 Wolverhampton and District 
Caledonian Society - 1938 1938 

555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Society 1921 1938 
~ 556 Caledonian· Society of Doncaster 1938 1938 

Members President 

58 James S. Carson 

150 T. S. Marshall 

70 Charles Coia 

40 Donald Stewart 

694 Em. Prof. W. P. Milne, 
M.A., D.Sc., LL.D. 

30 Mrs. M. Duff 

312 Thomas McConnell, 
A.M.I.E.E. 

300 Mrs. R. P. Walker 

210 Mrs. Frank Barrett 
300 Mrs. Dorothy M. Rice 

Secretary 

J. Wallett, 5 Ridge Terrace, Bedlington, 
Northumberland 

William Struthers, 5 Houndiscombe Villas, 
Houndiscombe Road, Plymouth 

R. G. S. Alexander, W.S., 58 George Street, 
Whithorn 

Arthur C. E. Lewis, Vallorbe, 16 Rodney 
Road, Gourock 

John Galloway, 141 High Street, Newarthill, 
by Motherwell 

S. Wilson, I Jessie Street, Westmead, N.S.W., 
Australia 

W. W. McKinlay, 4 East Moor Road, Leeds, 
8 

Mrs. J. Cain, 87 Rosebety Street, Glasgow, 
C·5 

A. Y. Smith, L.D.S., Central Hotel, The 
Crescent, Scarborough 

R. J. S. Linn, 46 Newbridge Crescent, 
Wolverhampton 

D. BogIe, 18 Harlow Moor Drive, Harrogate 
A. M. Campbell, Allermuir, The Drive, 

Sprotborough Park, Doncaster 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
go 557 Ladies' Burns Club of Atlanta, 

Georgia - - 1937 1938 

558 Cambusbarron Burns Club - 1936 1936 

559 Coventry and District Caledonian 
Society - - 1911 1938 

561 London (Ontario) Burns Club - 1938 1939 

562 Castle Douglas Burns Club 

563 Norfolk Caledonian Society 
564 Winsome WilIie Burns Club 

- 1930 1939 

- 1934 1939 
- 1939 1939 

566 Scottish Society and Burns Club 
of Australia - - 1939 1939 

570 The Scottish Clans Association 
of London, Ltd. - - 1898 1939 

571 Edmonton Burns Club - 1918 1939 

574 Holy town Blair Athole Burns 
Club - 1939 1939 

575 Windsor (Ontario) Jean Armour 
Burns Club - - 1939 1940 

Members President 

400 Dr. J. Stuart Smith 

67 Harry A. P. Haugh 

250 James R. Rodger 
40 Peter Clark 

80 Alex. Johnstone 

Donald S. MacPhee 

33 Murray Hamilton 

Secretary 

Miss Anna Kothe, 845 Briarcliff Road, N.E., 
Atlanta, 6, Georgia, U.S.A. 

John Donaldson, J.P., 14 St. Ninian's Road, 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 

Robert S. Miller, 21 I Leamington Road, 
Coventry 

Eldon W. Mitchell, 171 Dundas Street, 
London, Ontario, Canada 

Farquhar J. Graham, 34A Marle Street, 
Castle Douglas 

J. B. Johnston, 486 Earlham Road, Norwich 
John G. Hendry, 49 Broom Crescent, Ochil· 

tree, Ayrshire 

Miss E. L. Hunter, 225 Pittwater Road, 
Manly, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 

D. Campbell Thomson, Benachie, 35 Med
way Gardens, Wembley, Middlesex 

Hamish Gillespie, 11648, 95A Street, Edmon
ton, Alberta, Canada 

Samuel Cowan, 29 Loanhead Crescent, 
Newarthill 

Mrs. Catherine Loag, 1517 Sandwich Street, 
E., Windsor, Ontario, Canada 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President 
576 Fort Matilda Burns Club - - 1934 1940 100 Donald Stewart 

577 Dalserf and Clydesdale Burns 
Club - 1939 1940 

578 Lanarkshire Association of Burns 
Clubs - 1924 1942 

579 Bathgate Tarn 0' Shanter Burns 
Club - 1940 1942 

580 
581 

582 
584 

Cumbrae Burns Club - - 1896 1942 
Cumbernauld and District Burns 

Club - 1943 1943 
Higginsneuk Burns Club - - 1942 1943 
Corby Burns Club - - 1943 1943 

585 Queen's Park Bowling Club 
Clarinda Burns Circle - - 1930 1943 

587 Budhill and Springboig Burns 
Club - 1943 1943 

589 Solway Burns Club -
592 Benwhat Burns Club-

- 1921 1944 
- 1944 1944 

.... 593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns 
~ Club - 1944 1944 

30 William Tannahill 

43 Clubs Mrs. Christine D. 
MacIntosh 

70 Thomas Charge 

50 James Whyte 
22 George Jenkins 
35 James Stevenson 

185 

45 

95 
100 

60 

Rev. J. J. Philp, M.A. 

Andrew Wilkie 

M.Cole 
Robert Brown 

Hugh J. Graham 

Secretary 
R. E. Cunningham, Elbar, 19 Madeira Street, 

Greenock 

George Spiers, 12 Douglas Drive, Ashgill, 
Larkhall 

John C. Weir, 75 Wilson Road, Allanton, 
Shotts 

James Logan, 25 Paulville, Bathgate, West 
Lothian 

Peter Darroch, 17 Glasgow Street, Millport 

Daniel Millar, 15 Baronhill, Cumbernauld 
William Simpson, 50 Longdyke, Falkirk 
John· Donald, 25 Rowlett Road, Corby, 

Northants 

William Young, 50 Deanswood Avenue, 
Glasgow, S.4 

John Seymour, 61 Springboig Avenue, 
~sgow, E.2 

O. J. Gibbs, "Auchlewan," Landheads, Annan 
James Wallace, 1 Corserine Terrace, Dalmell

ington, Ayr 

Edward B. Anderson, The Blocks, Barrmill, 
Beith 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
if 594 The Burns Club of Cuyahoga 

County, Cleveland, Ohio - 1934 1944 104 

595 Allanton "Brig 0' Doon" Ladies' 
Burns Club - - 1944 1944 

596 Glaisnock Burns Club - 1944 1944 64 
598 Forth Jolly Beggars Burns Club 1944 1944 30 
606 Rockingham Burns Club - - 1945 1945 

608 Riccarton Wall ace Burns Club - 1945 1945 50 

612 Torrance Masonic Social and 
Burns Club - - 1928. 1945 80 

613 Tranent No. 1 Burns Club - 1945 1945 
614 Bellshill Caledonian Burns Club 1944 1945 

615 West Lothian District Burns 
Association - 1945 1945 

616 Kirkconnel and Sanquhar Burns 
Club - 1917 1945 

617 Reading and District Caledonian 
Association - 1906 1946 240 

618 Altrincham and Sale Caledonian 
Society - - 1945 1946 512 

President 

William McMaster 

John McMillan 
James McCafferty 

James Campbell 

Fred C. Jordan 

Secretary 

Archibald W. Dow, 1212 Argonne Road, 
South Euclid, Cleveland~ 21, Ohio, U.S.A. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Martin, 10 Houldsworth 
Crescent, Allanton, Shotts 

Tames McKechnie, 34 Cairn Road, Cumnock 
Tames Douglas, 25 The Neuk, Forth, Lanark 
William Montgomerie, IQ Rowlett Road, 

Corby, Northants 
A. Wallace, 9 Bruce Crescent, Riccarton, 

Kilmarnock 

Tom Travers, 12 Hawthorn Street, Torrance 
of Campsie 

George Livingstone, 5 John Street, Tran~nt 
William Dickson, 12 Sykehead Avenue, Dean 

Street, Bellshill 

Robert Findlay, 12 Main Street, Winchburgh 

William McClanachan, 3 Glenaylmer Road, 
Kelloholm, Kirkconnel 

George B. Bisset, Miss Kennethina Matheson, B.Sc.(Agric.), St. 
B.Sc.(Agric.) Andrew's Hall, Reading 

Dr. J. M. Dodds, 
O.B.E. 

T. C. Lochhead, "Corner Croft," Culcheth 
Road, Altrincham 



No. Name 
620 The Muirhead Burns Club 

Inst. Fed. 
- 1942 1945 

621 Scottish Aviation Burns Club - 1945 1946 

622 
623 
624 
625 
626 
627 

Coylton Burns Club -
Kilwinning Burns Club 
Burns Club of Oban -
Lockerbie Burns Club 

- 1946 
- 1945 

Moffat and District Burns Club 
Kinross Jolly Beggars Burns Club 

1946 

1945 
1889 

1946 
1946 
1946 
1946 
1946 
1946 

629 Sanquhar Burns Club - 1945 1946 
630 Coalsnaughton Burns Club - 1945 1946 

631 Pencaitland and Ormiston Burns 
Club - 1935 1945 

632 Symington Burns Club - 1946 1946 

634 Ardeer Jolly Beggars Burns Club 1946 1946 

635 Jean Armour Burns Club, Tranent 1946 1946 

636 Gisborne Burns Club, New 
Zealand - 1946 1946 

~ 637 Larkhall Applebank Burns Club 1944 1946 

Members 
120 

30 

45 

100 

50 
80 

20 

18 

President 
Alexander Thomson 

James Parker 

David Dickie 

Lt.-Col. W. Briggs 
Constable 

James Anderson 
William Barker 

lames,Neill 

Hugh Inglis 

Secretary 
John H. Jarvie, I Smith Marshall Street, 

Grangemouth 
lan C. Reid, Scottish Aviation, Ltd., Prest-

wick Airport, Prestwick 
James Thom, 39 Corbieston, Coylton, Ayr 
William Peters, 14 Bankhead, Kilwinning 
John L. McKean, 21 High Street, Oban 
George Stevenson, Solicitor, Lockerbie 
George M. Scott, Station House, Beattock 
D. R. Young, Solicitor, Kinross 

A. B. Peden, 72 High Street, Sanquhar 
Alex. C. Cook, 4 School Terrace, Coals

naughton, Tillicoultry 

Henry Voy, Farm Cottages, Pencaitland, 
East Lothian 

Donald Fraser, "Eudora," Symington, Kil
marnock 

Alexander Ramsay, 24 Carment Drive, 
Stevenston 

Robert Watters, 26 Northfield East, Tranent, 
East Lothian 

Miss June Hall, 46 Valley Road, Mangapapa, 
Gisborne, New Zealand 

John Allan, 42 William Drive, Eddlewood, 
Hamilton 



No. Name ... 
~639 Cumnock Dumfries Arms Burns 

Club 

641 Rosewell Burns Club- -

642 Rutherglen Burns Club -
644 Heiton Burns Club -
645 Bo'ness Jolly Beggars Burns Club 

646 The Clear Winding Devon Alva 
Burns Club - -

648 Carron Bridge Cronies Burns 
Club, Kilskth - -

649 Auld AfHec Burns Club, 
Auchinleck -

650 Mid and East Lothians and Border 
District Burns Clubs Assoc. -

651 Dalkeith Plough Burns Club -
653 Glasgow Ex-Service Teachers' 

Burns Clu~ - -

654 The Yew Tree Burns Club -
655 Kennoway Jolly Beggars Burns 

Club -

Inst. Fed. Members 

1947 

1946 1947 50 

1946 1947 52 
1910 1947 
1947 1947 

1946 1947 40 

1941 1947 

1947 1947 

1925 1947 27 Clubs 

1947 1947 

1946 1946 

1946 1947 

1946 1947 

President 

R. Cochrane, Jun. 

R. S. McMillan 

GeorgeAuld 

NeilGraham 

Richard Park 

Secretary 

James Brackenridge, 61 Glaisnock Street, 
Cumnock, Ayrshire 

Joseph Stafford, 38 Victoria Street, Rosewell, 
Midlothian 

H. Miller, M.B.E., 348 Main St., Rutherglen 

Robert McLean, 161 Corbiehall, Bo'ness, 
West Lothian 

William Comrie, 12 Alexander Drive, Alva 

A. Fisher, 47 Kingston Flats, Kilsyth 

Thomas S. Murray, 213 Dalsalloch Houses, 
Auchinleck 

Robert Pilmer, 21 Bryan's Avenue, Newton
grange, Midlothian 

William Thomson, 3 Woodburn Park, Dal
keith, Midlothian 

Robert Neville, 28 The Quadrant, Clarkston, 
• Glasgow 0 __ 

John Brown, 8 Limeylands Road, Ormiston, 
East Lothian 

Lewis Waddell, Sealda, New Road, Kenno· 
way, Fife 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
656 Dundonald Jean Armour Ladies' 

Burns Club - - 1947 1947 

657 Fallin Burns Club 
659 Dundee Burns Society 

- 1946 1947 
- 1896 1947 

660 La~gholm Ladies' Burns Club - 1947 1947 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cale-

donian Society - 1947 1947 

663 Bournemouth and District Cale-
donian Society - 1907 1947 

664 The West Kilbride Burns Club - 1947 1947 

665 Gartmorn Ladies' Burns Club - 1947 1948 
666 Valley of Doon Ladies' Burns 

Club - 1948 1948 

667 Thornton and District Tam o' 
Shanter Burns Club - 1901 1948 

668 Harthill and Eastfield Tam o' 
Shanter Burns Club - 1948 1948 

669 Coatbridge Home Guard Burns 
Club - 1948 1948 

~ 670 Strath Burns Club - 1948 1948 

Members 

107 

205 

182 

35 

72 

52 
60 

President 

Norman Brown 

J. M. Cam pbell 

William Sloss, Jun. 

Miss E. Stein 

John Kinnear 

George L. Hutton 
Charles Cameron 

Secretary 

Mrs. James Murdoch, 35 Denfield Gardens, 
Cardenden, Fife 

James Morton, 3D Gordon Crescent, Stirling 
A. E. Coutts, Rosebank, Bradbury Street, 

Downfield, Dundee 
Mrs. R. W. Irving, Warbla Cottage, Langholm 

Arch. J. Inglis, J.P., 2 Avondale Road, 
Lillington, Leamington Spa 

T. p. Saunderson, 41 Christchurch Road, 
1st Floor, Bournemouth 

Norman Bruce, "Morven," West Kilbride, 
-Ayrshire 

Mrs. C. Fudge, 68 Beechwood, Sauchie, Alloa 

Mrs. G. Young, 29 Auchenroy Crescent, 
Dalmellington, Ayrshire 

James Colville, 7 Hawthorn Terrace, Thorn
ton, Fife 

Daniel McLelland, 51 West Benhar Road, 
Eastfield, by Harthill 

T. McNab, 127 Whiffiet Street, Coatbridge 
M. E. R. Soper, The Pier, Kyleakin, Skye, 

Kyle, Ross-shire 



No. Name Inst. Fed. .. 
~61I St. Andrew's Cronies Burns Club 1947 1948 

Auchterderran Highland Mary 673 
Burns Club - - - 1936 1948 

674 Manchester and Salford Cale-
donian Association - IB90 1948 

615 The Federated Caledonian Society 
of Southern Africa - - 1948 

677 Plummet Masonic Burns Club - 1948 

679 Tullibody and Cambus Burns 
Club - 1948 1948 

680 Thistle Burns Club, Saltcoats - 1947 1948 

681 The Cronies Burns Club, Kil-
marnock - 1948 1948 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon and District 

686 
688 

6B9 

Caledonian Society - 1947 1948 

Banchory Burns and Social Club 1947 1948 
Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie Ladies' 

Burns Club - - 1939 1949 
Prince Rupert Burns Club - , - 1949 1949 

Members 
121 

44 

250 

120 

38 

1I8 

100 

President 
Leslie Childes 

Mrs. J. Fleming 

W. Ronald Howrie 

S. Goodwillie 

Thomas Murphy 

George Nicoll 

Alexander Anderson 

Secretary 
John R. Milligan, 12 Kilrig Ave., Kilwinning 

Mrs. A. Mathieson, 19, Hth Street, Carden
den, }<'ife 

A. D. Crossgrove, 63 Cringle Road, Levens
hulme, Manehester, 19 

Geo. Wallace Mackenzie, C.A. (S.A.), P.O. 
Box 6237, Johannesburg, South Africa 

William T. Macmaster, 17 Kildonan Drive, 
Glasgow, W.l 

Mrs. W. G. Stewart, South View, Tullibody, 
Clackmannanshire 

James Goodall, 10 St. Lawrence Place, Salt
coats 

Thomas McDill, 39 North Hamilton Street, 
Kilmarnock 

Mrs. E. M. Somerville, 97 Albany Road, 
Stratford-on-Avon 

Alexander Anderson, 74 High St., Banchory 

Mrs. Ella Wishart, 151 Links St., Kirkcaldy 
James S. Irvine, P.O. Box 254, Prince Rupert, 

B.C., Canada 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 

- 1948 1949 li9<> Pirnhall Burns Club -
~1 Inverness Burns Club- - 1949 1949 

6g2 Brighton's Cronies Burns Club - 1945 1949 

~3 

694 

695 

696 

~7 

Masonic Burns Club, Kirkcud-
bright - - - - - 1949 1949 

Rankinston Brawling Coyle Burns 
Club - 1949 1949 

Kilrnaronock Burns Club (Dun-
bartonshire) - - 1949 1949 

Whitley Bay and District Society 
of St. Andrew - 1930 

flallochmyle Burns Club, Comrie 
1949 

(Fife) 1949 

698 Turriff Burns Club - 1949 

- 1949 1949 699 Choppington Burns Club -

700 Hamilton Jubilee Burns Club - 1946 1949 

701 The Detroit Burns Club - - 1912 1949 

702 Greenock Foundry Masonic Assoc. 1945 1949 
~ 704 Evesham and District Caledonian 

Society - - 1948 1949 

Members 

IIO 

100 

72 

150 

319 

52 

40 

91 

80 

40 

President 

Provost James M. Grigor 

David Scott 

John Graham 

James McGregor 

John Milne 

A. W. Baillie, M.B.E. 

Thomas Ramsay 

Malcolm McNiven 

Hugh Workman 

Donald Frazer 

Secretary 
George S. Brown, Newlands, Bannockburn 
Col. Alex. Cullen, O.B.E., T.D., Drumciog, 

Southside Road, Inverness 
Alex. Henderson, 17 St. Catherine, Maddis

ton, Falkirk 

Hugh Little, 16 Mersecroft, Kirkcudbright 

Alex. F. Nutt, 14 Cairntable, Patna, Ayr 

Jas. Conacher, Aber Cottage, Gartocharn, 
Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 

Harry S. Kerr, 97 Links Ave., Whitley Bay 

John Bell, 43 Rintoul Avenue, Blairhall, 
Dunfermline 

John G. Lawson, Elmbank, Manse Crescent, 
Turriff 

Robert Moody, 10 Chapel Street, Barrington, 
Bedlington, Northumberland 

Quintin McQuater, "Jubilee," Baillie's Cause
way Hamilton 

Richar~ A. MacRae, 605 Ford Building, 
Detroit, 26, Michigan, U.S.A. 

H. Niven, I Ashburn Gate, Gourock 

Archd. Nicol, 2 Greenhill, Evesham, Worcs. 



No. .. Name Inst. Fed. 

88705 St. Cuthbert's Burns Club, May-
bole - - - - - 1949 1949 

706 North Lindsey Scots Society - 1927 1949 

707 Malvern Scots Club - - 1945 1949 

708 The Carlisle Highland Associa-
tion - 1936 1949 

709 A' The Airts Burns Club, Halbeath 1949 1949 

710 Burns Literary Society of Toronto 1950 

7II The Victorian Scottish Union - 1905 1950 

712 North and West Melbourne 
Scottish Society 1950 

713 Kind Wife Burns Club 1950 

714 Polkemmet "Lea-Rig" Burns Club 1950 1950 

715 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club - 1950 1950 

716 Royal Caledonian Society of 
Melbourne - 1856 1950 

Members 

270 

100 

428 

20 

20 

President 

Dr. S. Strachan 

D. W. Erskine 

Dr. James Lamberton, 
M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. 

James Shearer 

C. Gordon Cameron 

D. Montgomery 

Secretary 

W. C. Adams, St. Cuthbert's Bar, Maybole 
William A. Clark, 24 St. Paul's Road, Ashby, 

Scunthorpe, Lincs. 
A. S. Young, 2 Combermere, Avenue Road, 

Malvern, W orcs. 

James Dalgleish, 7 Etterby Lea Grove, Stan
wix, <;::arlisle 

Robert Macdonald, 22 Fod Street, Halbeath, 
by Dunfermline 

Duncan McCowan, 33 Hartley Avenue, 
Toronto, Canada 

J. Mitchell, Clayton Road, Clayton, Victoria, 
Australia 

J. A. Dyall, 45 Davies Street, East Bruns
wick, N.I<T, Victoria, Australia 

Robert Bell, S2 Lockhart Street, Stonehouse, 
Lanarkshire 

D. Rankin, 2 Croft Road, Harthill, Lanark
shire 

Thomas Hunter, Eglinton Arms Hotel, 
Irvine 

Henry C. A. Houston, Manchester Unity 
Buildings, Swanston Street, Melbourne, 
Australia 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 
717 Gateside Jolly Beggars Burns 

Club 1950 

718 The St. Andrew Society of York 1894 1950, 

719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 
Society - - 1934 1950 

720 Retford and District Caledonian 
Society - - 1949 1950 

721 The Plymouth Burns Club - 1948 1950 

722 Bridlington and District Cale-
donian Society 1949 1950 

-
723 StrathpefIer Burns Club 

724 Shotts Burns Club 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 

- 1920 1950 

- 1950 • 1950 

- 1950 1950 

1950 1951 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Den
mark 1951 

.g, 728 Bachelors' Club Committee, Tar-
bolton - 1951 1951 

Members 

260 

250 

85 

150 

100 

77 

42 

50 

14 

President 

Dr. W. Fraser 

Alexander C. Skinner 

Mrs. I. Warrack 

T. D,Foulds 

Harry Grant 

John McLintock 

J. H. Anderson 

Lt.-Col. L. ¥. Y ounie 

Robert Jack, M.A. 

Secretary 

W. R. Brackenridge, 9 Main Street, Beith, 
Ayrshire 

-H. Hutchison, 28 Beech Grove, Acomb, 
York 

Donald W. Cobb, "Kiloran," Baddow Hall 
Avenue, Gt, Baddow, Chelmsford 

Miss O. M. C. Pogson, 7 Milnercroft, Retford, 
Notts. 

Miss Margaret G. Rowan, 37 Browning Road, 
Milehouse, Plymouth 

A. B. Mitchell, M.A., I7 Savage Road, Brid
lington, E. Y orks. 

William Fairholm, Ardival Terrace, Strath
pefIer, Ross-shire 

Thomas Gray, M.A., 17 Windsor Street, 
Shotts 

Alex. A, Farmer, 4 Jamieson Gardens, Tilli
coultry, Clackmannanshire 

J. A. Dyall, 45 Davies Street, East Bruns
wick, N.IO, Victoria, Australia 

Ernst Granzow, Strandore, Klampenborg, 
Denmark 

Charles H. Garven, 12 Westport, Tarbolton 



lfo. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary .. 
'8 'P9 Tam 0' Shanter (Anstruther) 

Burns Club - - 1949 1951 20 Dr. A. N. Gardner Lindsay Berwick, High Terrace, Anstruther, 
Fife 

730 Wigtown Burns Club - - 1910 1951 65 Gordon Samuel Henry Andrew McAdam, 17 Bank Street, Wigtown 
731 Elphinstone (Airth) Burns Club 1951 1951 25 David McLean James P. Newlands, Elphinstone Inn, Airth, 

The Brig Bums Club (Falkirk)- Thomas Millar 
by Falkirk 

732 1951 1951 30 William Weir, 10 Hayfield, Bankside, Falkirk 
733 Aberdeen Bums Study Circle - 1951 1951 James Reevie R. H. Watson, The Cottage, 271 George 

Street, Aberdeen 
734 Larkhall Masonic Burns Club - 1951 1951 30 Thomas Wright Robert W. Le~ate, 39 Church Street, Lark-

hall, Lanar hire 
735 Bamard Castle and District Bums 

Club - 1950 1951 60 A.M.Harvey . J. B. McV. Dunbar, 67 Galgate, Bamard 
Castle, Co. Durham 

736 Maltby and District Caledonian J. H. Folley, 4 Plantation Close, Maltby, 
Society - - 1951 1951 67 A. Russell near Rotherham 

737 Torquay and District Scottish 
Society - - 1926 1951 R.Hogarth H. Holmes, Gairloch, Barton Road, Torquay 

738 Carrick Burns Club (Girvan) - 1893 1951 92 Provost Robert Snow J. H. Cunningham, M.A., LL.B., Town 
Clerk's Chambers, Girvan 

739 Whyalla Men's Burns Club - 1947 1951 25 James F. Wilkins William E. Loughhead, 41 Whitehead Street, 
Whyalla, South Australia 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 
ON THE ROLL 

A' the Airts, Halbeath 
Aberdeen 
-- Burns Study Circle 
Airdrie 
Akron 
Alexandria 
Allanton "Brig o' Doon" Ladies 
Alloway 
Altrincham Caledonian Soc. 
Annan 

Ladies 
Arbroath 
Ardeer Jolly Beggars 
Arrochar & Tarbet 
Atlanta 
-- Ladies 
Auchterderran Bonnie Jean 
-- Highland Mary 
Auld AfHeck 
-- Hoose 
Australia, Scat. Soc. of 
Ayr 
-- Tam 0' Shanter 
Ayrshire Assoc. 
Bachelors' Club (farbolton) 
Baghdad 
Baillieston Jean Armour 
Ballochmyle, Comrie (Fife) 
Banchory 
Bannockburn 
Barnard Castle 
Barnsley 
Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
Barrow 
Bathgate Tam 0' Shanter 
Bedlington and District 
Beith 
Belfast 
Bellahouston 
Bellshill Caledonian 
Ben Cleuch 
Benwhat 
Bingry Ladies 
Birmingham 
Blairadam 
Bo'ness Jolly Begprs 
Bonnie Doon Ladles 
Border Cities (Ont.) 
Boswell, Auchinleck. 

No. 
t 549 

663 
694 
76 
49 

722 

732 
6g2 
120 

587 
331 

356 
417 
282 

295 
112 

355 
4 

~~ 
424 
207 
71 

708 
738 
648 
562 
719 
462 

11 
6gg 
646 
630 

66g 
398 
584 
559 
447 

Bothwell Bonnie Lesley Ladies 
Bournemouth 
Brawling Coyle, Rankinston 
Brechin 
Bridgeton 
Bridlington 
Brig, Falkirk 
Brighton's Cronies, Maddiston 
Bristol 
Budhill and Springboig 
Buffalo 
Burnbank 
Burnley 
Burns Bowling Association 
Burns House 
Burns Howff 
Calcutta 
Callander 
Cambus (fullibody) 
Cambusbarron 
Cambuslang Tam 0' Shanter 
-- Wingate 
Carlisle 
Carlisle Hinhland Assoc. 
Carrick, GlCvan 
Carron Bridge Cronies 
Castle Douglas 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham 
Chesterfield 
Choppington 
Clear Winding Devon Alva 
Coalsnaughton 
Coatbridge Home Guard 
Colinton 
Corby 
Coventry 
Cowdenbeath "Mountain Daisy" 

Ladies 
Coylton 
Cumbernauld 
Cumbrae 
Cumnock 
-- Dumfries Arms 
-- Winsome Willie 
Cupar 
Curahoga County 
Da keith Plough 
Dalmuir and Clydebank 



No. 

35 
577 
158 
345 
469 
55 

701 

37 
556 
406 

10 
~26 

437 
503 

14 
659 
656 

69 
85 

466 
506 
526 
~ 

307 
378 
571 

149 
470 

731 

~17 

704 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

DaIry 
Dalserf 
Darlington 
Denbeath 
Denny Cross 
Derby 
Detroit 
Dollar 
Doncaster 
Dublin 
Dumbarton 
Dumfries 
-- Ladies No. I 

Dunblane 
Dundee 
-- Burns Society 
Dundonald Jean Armour Ladies' 
Dunedin N.Z. 
Dunfermline 
Dykehead Afton Water 
-- Jean Armour 
-- Tam 0' Shanter 
Edinburgh 
-- Ayrshire Assoc. 
-- District Assoc. 
Edmonton 
Elgin 
-- St. Giles 
Elphinstone (Airth) 
Eskdale 
Evesham and District Caled. 
Society 

Falkirk 
-- Cross Keys 
Fallin 
Fauldhouse 
Fifeshire Assoc. 
Flint 
-- Jolly Beggars 
Fort Matilda 
Forth Jolly Beggars 
Fraserburgh 

Gartmorn Ladies 
Gateside Jolly Beggars 
Gilbertfield Highland Mary 
Gisborne, New Zealand 
Glaisnock 
Glasgow Assoc. 
-- Ex-Service Teachers 
-- Masonic 
-- Tam 0' Shanter 
Gotebridge Glencairn 
-- Jolly Beggars 
Gourock 
Gourock Jolly Beggars 
Govan Fairfield 

No. 
292 Grahamston 
21 Greenock 

702 -- Foundry Masonic Assoc. 
538 -- Past Pres. Assoc. 
383 -- R. N. T. F. Heath« 
209 -- St. John's 
254 -- Victoria 
400 Haddington 
33 Haggis 

152 Hamilton 
700 -- Jubilee 
121 -- Junior 
555 Harrogate 
492 Harrow 
668 Harthill and Eastfield 
379 Hartlepools 
239 Hawick 
644 Heiton 
446 Herefordshire 
582 Higginsneuk 
574 Holy town 
341 Inverkip 
691 Inverness 
173 Irvine 
715 -- Eglinton 
372 Jean Armour (Baillieston) 
348 -- (Newton) 
635 -- (Tranent) 
575 -- (Windsor, Ont.) 
26g Johnstone Tam o' Shanter 
655 Kennoway Jolly Beggars 
377 Kilbirnie 

o Kilmarnock 
681 -- Cronies 
695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
623 Kilwinning 
713 Kind Wife 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
616 Kirkconnel and Sanquhar 
323 Kirkcudbright 
693 -- Masonic 
463 Kirkford Bonnie Jean 
388 Kyle Ladies 
670 Kyleakin 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
660 Langholm Ladies 
637 Larkhall Applebank 
734 -- Masonic 
661 Leamington and Warwick 
548 Leeds 
461 Leicester 
341 Leith 
366 Liverpool 
520 Lochlie Ladies 
625 Lockerbie 

1 London 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 193 

No. 

4BJ -- Ayrshire Soc. 
570 -- Clans Assoc. 
56J London (Ontario) 
183 Londonderry 
528 Loughborough 
736 Maltby . 
707 Malvern Scots Club 
674 Manchester and Salford 
350 Markinch 
387 Mary Campbcll (Cambuslang) 
3JO Mauchline . 
705 Maybole St. Cuthbert's 
390 Meikle Earnock 
726 Melbourne 
712 -- North and West Scots 

Society 
716 -- Royal Caledonian Society 
650 Mid and East Lothian 
626 Molfat and District 
242 Montrose 
620 Muirhead 

56 Muirkirk 
6s Musselburgh 

J39 National 
74 National Memorial 

500 New Cumnock 
523 N.S.W. Highland Soc. 
381 New York Masonic 
329 Newark 
133 Newarthill 
542 -- White Heather 
199 Newbattle 
156 Newcastle 
293 Newcraighall 
348 Newton Jean Armour 
124 Ninety 
563 Norfolk 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 

17 Nottingham 
346 Oakbank 
624 Oban 
564 Ochiltree 
631 Ormiston 
48 Paisley 

545 Parramatta 
72 Partic" 

631 Pencaitland 
511 Perth (West Australia) 
336 Peterhead 
2&J Philadelphia North-eastern 
453 -- Ladies 
690 Pirn Hall 
677 Plummet Masonic 
721 Plymouth 
535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 
7J4 Polkemmet 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 

N 

No. 

190 Port-Glasgow 
212 Portobello 
18J Primrose 
689 Prince Rupert (B.C.) 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
6J7 Reading Caledonian Assoc. 

. 373 Red Hill 
472 Renfrewshire Assoc. 
720 Retford 
608 Riccarton Wallace 
606 Rockin ham 
471 Rose of Grange 
36 Rosebery (GIas.) 

64J Rosewell 
454 Rotherham 
354 Royal Clan 

9 Royalty 
642 Rutherglen 
727 St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
470 St. Giles 
220 St. Louis 
399 St. Ringans 
/lT8 Sale Caledonian Soc. 
680 Sltltcoats Thistle 
413 San Francisco 
68 Sandyford 

629 Sanquhar 
426 Sauchie 
551 Scarborough 
314 Scottish (Edin.) 
153 Scottish (Glas.) 
621 Scottish Aviation 
510 Scottish Dyes Club 
484 Sheddens Ladies 
405 Sheffield 

91 Shetdeston 
724 Shotts 
283 Sinclairtown 
589 Solway 
530 Southern Scat. Counties 
675 Southern Africa 
409 Stenhousemuir 
50 Stirling 

458 Stonehaven 
683 Stratford upon Avon 
670 Strath, Kyleakin 
42 Strathearn 

723 Strathpeffer 
8g Sunderland 

444 Swansea 
632 Symington 

3 Tam 0' Shanter (Glas.) 
729 Tam 0' Shanter (Anstruther) 

7 Thistle 
667 Thornton 
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No. No. 

710 Toronto 497 -- St. Andrew 
737 Torquay 664 West Kilbridc 
612 Torraru:c Masonic 615 West Lothian Assoc. 
635 Tranent Jean Armour 392 Whiffiet 
613 -- No. 1 236 Whitehaven 
271 Trenton 5,6 Whithorn 
274 Troon 696 Whitley Bay and District 
320 Troy 739 Whyalla 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 730 Wimown 
698 Turriff 529 Wi liam Mitchell 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 432 Winchburgh 
237 -- Masonic 575 Windsor {Ont.) Jean Armour 
666 Valley of Doon Ladies 197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Soc. 564 Winsome Willie, Ochiltrec 
7II Victorian Scottish Union 86 -- Old CumnOCK 
165 Wallsend 505 Wishaw Masonic 
436 Walney Ladies 553 Wolverhampton 
296 Walsall 518 Ye Auld Cronies 
521 Waratah-Mayfield 651 Yew Tree, OrlJliston 
449 WeI.lington (N.Z.) 71 York St. Andrew Society 

NOTICES 

Some of the volumes ot the First Series, and all the volumes 
of the Second Series, of the Burns Chronicle are in print, and 
may be purchased through the Hon. Treasurer of the Federation
Mr. James MacIntyre, 17 New Road, Mauch,ine. 

Terms for advertisements may be obtained on application. 

TO SECRETARIES OF CLUBS 

Changes of address should be intimqted at earliest convenience 
to the Hon. Secretary of the Federation, Mr. William Black, 
Cardean, Eastfield Road, Dumfries. 

SCHOOL COMPETITIONS 

Copies of the Burns Federation medal may be obtained direct 
from Messrs. G. & G. Ponton, Ltd., Pontoprint Works, Hillington,' 
Glasgow, S.W.2. Enquiries should be addressed to the firm. 
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"THIS IS 

GOOD TEA" 
"YES, M'LADY IT IS ... 

Good as Gold" 

PLEASURE IS OBTAINED BY THE MOST 
FASTIDIOUS IN THE FLAVOUR OF ..... 

GOOD as G'OLD 
- DELICIOUS TEA-

JOHN E. ESSLEMONT L~~' 
ABERDEEN 

AGENTS EVERYWHERE 
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TelephoDe :Ayr 2960 
I 

~'5 fERGUSON cl 
") ~~ (A. Y. CRA WPORD) . So.", 

Tobacco Blender. 
WAol ••• '. and R.tail Tobacconi.,. 

26 NEW BRIDGE· STREET, 
AYR 

Eatablw..d 1799 A.D. 194. 
A Ceataly _d a Half of Semc. 

Scotland's tobacco industry vanished completely at the open
ing of hostilities wi~ America in 1']'16. Afb:r the peace of 
1183 it took a full decade to re-establish itself. 

In the year 1799 Peter Stewart commenced business in Ayr, 
which prospered and expanded. 

In 1826 he indentured a boy named James Ferguson. James 
served seven yc&!'s, receivi,ng 3S. per week in the first year and 
98. per week Ul the seventh. Now, "when his long seven years 
were o'er," young Ferguson was commended by his master, 
Peter Stew.art, for diligence and for "having honesdy served 
the time specified in this indenture much to my satisfaction." 

Master and servant became so attached to one another that 
James Ferguson named his first child Peter Stewart Ferguson, 
while the now aged Peter Stewart bequeathed his flourishing 
tobacco business to his erstwhile apprentice, James Ferguson. 

The firm became James Ferguson & Son, the son becoming. 
in time a magistrate of Ayr. When Peter Stewart Ferguson 
was gathered to his fathers the business was inherited by his 
nephew, Andrew Young Crawford, also a magistrate of Ayr, 
but the fragrance of auld lang syne has been preserved by the 
retention of the name lames Perguson & Son, and in the 
baptismal name of the Crawford heir and prospective 
successor, Peter Stewart Ferguson Crawford. 

Such dynastic continuity is romantic enough, but there is a 
far sweeter romance in remembrance. . 

26 NEW BRIDGE STREET: AYR 
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DIRECT SHIPMENTS TO AND FROM 

The 
PORT OF GLA.SGOW 

ON THE RIVER CLYDE· 

serve at attractive charges 

INDUSTRIAL 
SCOTLAND 
and adjoining territory 

FACILITIES OF THE FIRST 
CLASS FOR SHIPS AND 
CARGOES-FOREIGN AND 

COASTWISE 

Write General Manager and Secretary 

THE ULYDE NAVIGATION TRUST 
16 R08ERTSON STREET, GLASGOW, C.2 

TELEPHONE-CENTRAL 2695 
\ 
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The Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Convalescent Seaside Homes 

Dunoon 
.on. Presidents-Sir John Stirlins-Maxwell, Bart., R.T., V.L., LL.D 

Frank Stuart, Esq •• J.P. 
President-Sir Patrick J. Dollan, LL.D., D.L., I.P 

Vice·President-Isa.ac Marks,I.P. 
Hon. Secretary-To L. Grahame Raid, Esq., W.S. 
Hon. Treasurer-Alexauder Laing, Esq., .T.P. 

The Homes. were inaugurated in 1869, and are the 
largest of their kind in Scotland. 

Since the Homes were opened 290,647 Persons have 
benefited by a period of residence. 

The Directors are pleased to announce that the Homei 
have now accommodation for 300 convalescents, including 
men, women without children, mothers with children, 
and old couples over 60 years of age. 

The Homes have not been taken ovep under the 
National Health Service Scheme, and depend 
on voluntapy contributions. ' 

£500 Endows a Bed in Perpetuity 
~ 

Legacies. Subscriptions and Donations 

are the only SOUl"ce of Revenue 

OFFICE: 

221 Bucbanan Street, Glasgow, C.l 
Pltone No-Douglas 1348 JOHN F ARRELL, 

S.cr"twy aM Tr_". 
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Specialists in High Class doinery 

E8tablished 1879 Telephon" 3(4-5 

THOS. FINDLAY & SONS 
Building Contractors 

MAUCHLINE 

COMPLETE CONTRACTS ARRANGED 

Extensive Experience in Construction 

and Reconstruction of Byre and 

Dairy Premises. 

We are fortunate in having a large 

number of highly skilled and exper

ienced craftsmen in our employment. 

--- --
----

Ask Findlay for a Price 
--
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, S COT' LA N D 
The Birthplace of Robert Burns 

extends a hearty Invitation to Burns lovers all over 
the world to visit the land he made immortal. 
You will find much of enthralling Interest In the 
places with which the poet was intimately associated. 

Ouring 1952 there will be many 
events in S~tland of Interest to over
seas Scots 

Thc great Edinburgh International 
Festival of Music and Drama will be 
held from August 17 to September 6. 
Skye Week Is to be held on the 
"Misty Isle" from May 23 to 31. 

And all through the summer there 
will be spectacular highland games at 
various centres throug~out the 
country. 

When you or your friends plan 
to come to Scotland write to: 

20 Y OR K P LAC E, E D 1 N BUR G H 
who will be pleased to help you 
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The Prizcwinnins Beer of the Year 
Bronze Medal, London, 1950 

Star of Excellence and Spcdal Award, 

Ediabursh, 1950 
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THE 

SCOT'TlSH UNION 
, ..... AND 

(j- NATIONA,~ INSURANOE OOMPANY 

4 .. FIRE .. LIFE : AOCIDENT 
MARIN.E . PENSIONS 

AVIATION 

Monument in Edinburgh to 
Sir Waiter Scott. w~ was 
a contemporary of BUrns 
and drat Governor of this 

Company. . 

Branches and- Agencies 
tlarouglwut ~e -World 

HIUD OPI'ICB: 

35 ST.ANDB.EW SQUARE, EDINBURGH 2 

HIS LORDSHIP'S LARDER 

* * 
FAMOl1S FOR ITS FOOD 

ST. ENOCH'S SQUARE 
(Opposite St. Enoch Station) I 

* * 
FULLY UCENSED 
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.... neither, for that mat/er, did Queen· 
Elisabelh, yet the luxury of bed, board 
and cellar for which this famous Hotel \ 
is widely known would have been much 
appreciated by both. Ifs a grand place for 
• holiday and, of course, one of Scotland's 
finest golf courses is at the door. 

UGADALE ARMS HOTEL 

MACHRIHANISH 
NEAR CAMPBELTOWN, KINTYRE, SCOTLAND TELEPHONE MACHRIHANISH 206 

~~B.9Ja(!fa:~~ 

19~r"_G ~ f .~ 

1 J,1fc:jtiU f 
jaffajuce Orange contains over 80% Natural Oran,e Juice (which i. 
more than three times as much as the standard laid down by the 
Ministry of Faod)-plus, of course, pure sugar. 

I 
the Royallnltitute of Public Health and Hy,l.n.. If for any 
reuo" you are not satisfied your crocer is authori.ed to replace .. 
your bottle immediately. ', . 

. ~ 
~O~·~a+td,CP-IN\&APP&.~_~ 
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.:.Jlr~ nt4? ~ 6kJt &d ~ waJ ~tM«d 

(!J~a"~e/& ~"~veC~~: 

MITCHELL'S 

lAm O'SHADTER rich darkflake 
(IN FLAKE FORM OR READY RUBBED) 

o.t., 

OROWlEY, RUSSELL &; 00., Ltd. 
Clvi/ E.nglneerlng Contractors Bitumen Refiners 

18 Blythlwood Square, Glalgo., 0.2 
London Oftlce-131 Victoria Street, London, S.W.I 

Yorkshire Office-In,. Lane, Cutleford 

Specialists in Reinforced Concrete Construction 

Reservoir~ . Bridges. Opencast Coat 
Roads and Sewers . Factories 
Sewage' Purification . Works 

I Tele,TaID8- Telephone-
cc Rexioon " City 4271 (9 liB_) 
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"They roun' the ingle 
mak' a circle wide" 

The simple joys of home life were ever 

present in the thoughts of Burns, and 

here in a few words he pictures the happy 

family gathering. 

To enhance the comfort and beauty of 

the home has been the aim of Wylie at 

Lochhead for well over a century, and 

wherever fine furnishings are discussed the 

name of Wylie at Lochhead is sure to be 

mentioned. 

Our sixteen main departments offer you 

the widest selection in Scotland and a 

visit to our showrooms with their many 

charming displays is always interesting. 

BY APPOINTMENT TO H.M.THE KING 

Gz6inelmaliers ana I/p!tolsterers 

WYLIEff HEAD LID 
BUCHANAN STREET· GLASGOW 
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cLyceul1l 
Cinema 
Dumfries 

SOUTH OF SCOTLAND'S LUXURY CINEMA AND QAFE 

CINEMA 
Weekdays from 2 p.m. Sundays from 5.15 p.m. 
Free Car Park ,Western Electric .. Westrex .. 

Sound System 
CAFE 
Weekdays-from II a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sundays- Summer from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Winter from -4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Morning Coffee Lunches High Teas Suppers 
Parties Catered for-Popular Prices-Good Service 

For 
over 

100 
years -

Elliot's Bookshop has been serving the 
literary needs of Soots throughout the 

world. 
To-day it is one of the most up-to-date 
bookshops in the oountry. Its stook of 
Scottish Booka and Standard Editions of 
the Works of Robert Burns, Soott and all 
modern Soottish writers is unrivalled. * Corl .. of our new Ust of Scoulah IItIoIca * 

wll be lent CO any part of the world, 
post free on' raqu_. 

ELLIOT'S BOOKSHOP 
16-17 PRINCES STREET, EDINBURGH 2 

.. , 

,5£r Robert 
Bruce Lockhart 

SCOTCH 
"It would be difficult to resist 
the glow of Sir Robert's 
enthusiasm for his subject 
and the eagerness of his 
desire to discuss many other 
subjects connected with his 
native land. It is a Yery 
human book." 

-Sunday T;f/Us. 

PUTNAM 
+z Great Russell St., w.e.1 
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GRANT'S 

A History of Britain and Europe 
By AGNES MURE MACKENZffi, C.B.E., M.A., D.Litt., LL.D •. 

with a Fo,reword by The Rt. Hon. Thomas Johnston. 

Price-17/ 6d. 

This introduction to world history was originally written for 
Scottish schools, but so many parents and teachers have themselves 
found it can be read for enjoyment as well as for profit, that the 
publishers have decided to make it more conveniently available to 
the general public. 

A consecutive outline of Scottish history down to the present time 
is set in relation to briefer accounts of the history of the other countries 
of Britain and of Europe, of the British Commonwealth, and of The 
United States. 

It should serve as corrective both for the narrow nationalism that 
can see only Scotland, and the shallow internationalism to which 
Scotland's affairs are matters of no importance. 

THE GRANT EDUCATIONAL COMPANY, UMlTED 
91 and 93 Union Street, Glasgow, C.I. 

Telephone-Central 788Sf,6 

TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE EAItLY SPitiNG OF 1952 

ROBERT BURNS 
by DA VID DAICHES 

University Lecturer in English Literature, Cambridge. Recently Professor 
of English, Comell University. Author of Poetry and the Modern World, 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Virginia Woolf, (J)'C. 

THIS book is a full appraisal of Burns and his poetry based on the most 
recent scholarship. David Daiches examines in detail all the major poems 
and many of the minor ones and devotes a long chapter to Burns as a 
song writer. The technique of his work-his stanza forms, metrical 
patterns, satirical devices, use of imagery-and the magic methods he 
used to fit words to music are very fully explored. 

Robert Bums is intended primarily as a critical examination of his 
po~tic achievement rather than as a biographical work, but to explain 
his development as a poet and the forces that helped to condition this 
development the author has been drawn to some degree into biography. 

That great Burns scholar, Professor J. DeLancy Ferguson, writes: 
". • . a thoroughly sound, lucid, well-balanced inte~retation of Burns." 
He continues: "I can think of nothing in Burns criticism anywhere which 
is comparable." 

Probable price, 151. net. 

G. BELL AND SONS, LTD.: LONDON 
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Corporation of the City of Glasg?w. 

GLASGOW ART 
GALLERY 

Special 

The Gallery Au~horities will be 
glad to arrange Tours for 
organised parties with special 
reference to Pictures and Relics 
associated with the Life and 

Work of 

ROBERT BURNS 

Please communicate with the 
Director. 

Recent Acquisition-"The Cottar's Satus;day Night" 
by Sir David Wilkie, R.A. 

T. J. HONBYMAN, 
Director. 
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f. r)-
Reigns wherever ~ A-41 .... 

it's poured 

M~GAVIN 

" 

BLENDED AND FRESHLY PACKED IN SCOTLAND 

YOU'LL LIKE IT TOO! 
-ASK THE GROCER 

McGAVIN "SCLAND£RS : Te. Merchants GLASGOW 
T.I ......... : "TEA. GLASGOW" 
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CARPETS FROM THE LAND OF "BURNS" 

The Scotch Blackfaced sheep 
is world-famous for its fine re
silient wool- the wool that is 
blended with other selected 
yarns in hard-wearing BM K 
carpets and rugs. When you 
know that these are combined 
with Old Kilmarnock weavers' 
skill, and permanently proofed 
against moths - you know why 
BM K is your best buy. 

BLAOllWOOD KOllTON llILKAllNOO. 

MOTHPROOF 

CARPETS &; RUGS 
'TAIa! A LOT 0' BEATING' 

Printed by WILLIAIII HODO! & CO., LTD., Glasgow and Edinburgh 




