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JUNIOR BURNS CHRONICLE 

The Junior Burns Chronicle is now in its seventh 
year. 

If you are a new reader, let me add that it is for 
all young people who have not yet reached the ripe 
old age of eighteen. 

This means that it is not intended for adult 
readers and they are requested to move on to their 
own section. 

Assuming we have got rid of them, boys and guls, 
I hope that, if you are interested in Scotland, its 
traditions, its literature, its songs and its language, 
you will find something to appeal to you in these 
pages. Apart from anything else, remember, 
there are competitions. with worth-while prizes to 
be won. 

To start off with, then, do you know who 
wrote the following verses? I am only asking, so 
no prizes are offered for knowing the answer! 

A 

TIME TO RISE 
A birdie with a yellow bill 
Hopped upon th~ window sill, 
Cocked his shining eye and said: 
'Ain't you 'shamed, you sleepy-head!' 

LOOKING FORWARD 

When I am grown to man's estate 
I shall be very proud and great~ 
And tell the other girls and boys 
Not to meddle with my toys. 
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FROM A RAILWAY CARRIAGE 

Faster than fairies, faster than witches 
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches; 
And charging along like troops in a battle, 
All through the meadows the horses and cattle: 
All of the sights of the hill and the plain 
Fly as thick as driving rain; 
And ever again, in the wink of an eye, 
Painted stations whistle by. 

Here is a child who clambers and scrambles, 
All by herself and gathering brambles; 
Here is a tramp who stands and gazes; 
And there is the green for stringing the daisies! 
Here is a cart run away in the road 
Lumping along with man and load; 
And here is a mill, and there is a river: 
Each a glimpse and gone for ever! 

If you do not know the famous Scot who wrote 
the above verses, you will find his name on page 
13. 

AN ESSAY FROM ESKDALEMUIR 

Here is one lassie who kens her mither tongue. 
A pupil at Eskdalemuir Primary School, Langholm, 
she was little more than eleven years of age when 
she penned this little essay. 

A HERD 

By HELEN J. SCOTT 

Ma faither is a herd on a fairm in Eskdalemair. 
He ca's the yowes tae the knowes at nicht, an' in 
the morning he ca's them tae the bumside, whaur 
the heather growes. His twa dugs, Jock and Ben, 
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trail efter him, but aince they hear his whussle, 
they scud efter him Jike the deil was at their tails. 

Jock is aye on the prowl for paitricks, whaups 
an' puddocks an' he juist hauls an' chows them. 
Then ma faither gits roused an' maks tae leather 
the dug. Jock juist gies faither a glower an' trails 
ahin aince mair. 

Faither gauns oot-bye an' gies a whussle an' 
the yowes, hoggies and toops mak' their wey 
<loon the braes. Wi' the screeching o' ma faither, 
the peesweeps an' wild duicks stairt awa' fair 
skreighing. Auld Ben is a guid dug an' sprackles 
efter the wee hoggies that sclimb the brae an 
geithers them in tae the buchts. Then f aither 
comes awa' hame an' gies his dugs their parritch 
in a muckle pat. He takes his buits off afore he 
gits his denner o' kail, tatties an' neeps. 

As her 'personal tribute to Burns, his works and 
everything he stands for,' another young contri
butor, a New Zealand girl, has sent us the following 
poem. 

TO THE MEMORY OF ROBERT BURNS 

I see atween the fields of rye, 
A ploughman scanning with his eye, 
The plains of Ayr, the valley's lie, 

And from his toil, 
He takes his hand, looks to the sky, 

Then to the soil. 

His heart goes out to every flower, 
To every leaf and green thorn bower, 
And e'en his soil, tho' wet and sour, 

He tends with zeal, 
That God might grant him yet the power, 

To draw his yiel'. 
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Mark now his head in thought inclined, 
As inspiration lends a line, 
Those fiery eyes now well defined, 

Are numbed with pain, 
As failure sweeps across his mind, 

Again, again. 

He guides Tam's jaunt, as to the Kirk, 
He rides where ghaists and houlets lurk, 
Where there amid the gloomy murk, 

Tam spies the Deil, 
And hags in their mischievous work, 

Gain poor Meg's tail. 

His songs are sung in every heart, 
In every love he takes a part, 
And every brook sings of his art, 

With bubbling glee, 
In every line from end to start, 

His quill flows free. 
But hush, the muffied bell tolls low, 
And men too late regret his woe, 
And near twelve thousand weep their sorrow, 

In Dumfries this day, 
As Scotia's earth prepares to swallow, 

Him unto her clay. 
While Time stands still with baited breath, 
And bows her head in time of Death, 
And Nature sadly lays her wreath, 

We too shall mourn, 
That never more upon this Earth, 

His light shall dawn. 
Let every brither Scot come forth, 
And praise their son for all his worth, 
And may they, each one, share his mirth, 

And laughter, 
And sing his songs from Firth to Firth 

For ever after. KAREN WATSON 
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SIR WALTER SCOTT 

I do not have to tell you that birthdays, the mile
stones of one's life, are great occasions-especially 
when one is young! 

But why such a fuss when we remember a man's 
birthday one hundred or two hundred years after 
he was born? 

The simple answer is, I suppose, that he did great 
things in his own lifetime and one hundred or two 
hundred years later seems as good a time as any 
to take a fresh look at the man. 

1959 was the year in which we celebrated the 
bicentenary or, if you like, the two hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. This 
year brings the bicentenary of Sir Walter Scott's 
birth, which is accepted as the l Sth of August, 1771. 

The pity is that Scott's novels are read only by 
the faithful and, as for his poems, only well-known 
passages are remembered nowadays. 

Scott himself said that when his first two or 
three works were published he felt exceedingly 
anxious to see the reviews, and hear how the world 
received him; but after that his curiosity or vanity 
died so much away that he never made the least 
attempt to see a review, and often never heard or 
saw a word that was said upon the subject. 

The truth is that Scott achieved such success 
that, as long as readers bought his works, he could 
well afford to ignore reviewers. 

'Such,' said an admirer of Scott's poetry, 'is the 
trumpet-power of the song of that son of genius, 
that I start from my old elbow-chair, up with the 
poker, tongs, or shovel, no matter which, and 
flourish it round my head, cry-

"Charge, Chester, charge! On, Stanley, on!" 
and then, dropping my voice, and returning to my 
padded bottom, whisper-
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"Were the last words of Marmion!'" 
You see how times have changed. Such a man, 

were he alive today, would be more likely to have 
his eyes glued to a programme on his TV screen! 

Thomas Carlyle declared that 'No Scotchman of 
his time was more entirely Scotch than Walter 
Scott: the good and the not so good, which all 
Scotchmen inherit, ran through every fibre of 
him.' 

On the other hand, Lord Byron once remarked 
in a letter: 'I see the Lady of the Lake advertised. 
Of course, it is in his old ballad style and pretty. 
Scott is the best of them. The end of all scribble
ment is to amuse, and he certainly succeeds there. 
I long to read his new romance ... He is un
doubtedly the Monarch of Parnassus, and the 
most English of bards.' 

Scott himself did not rate his own poetic talent 
very high-and his eldest boy evidently thought 
less of it. When he returned from the High School 
in Edinburgh, one afternoon, his cheeks were tear 
and blood-stained. 

'Well, Wat,' said his father, 'what have you been 
fighting about today?' 

Young Wat then hung his head and announced 
with a great deal of embarrassment that he had 
been called a lassie! 

His mother observed that, 'this was a terrible 
mischief to be sure'. 

It then came out that one or two of his com
panions had dubbed him The Lady of the Lake! 

The name, as you may have guessed, meant 
nothing to him. Like the rest of the family, he was 
indifferent to his father's poetic fame. 

On a later occasion, he was asked what he 
thought it was that made his father so important. 
Young Wat turned this over in his mind for a 
while and then answered gravely-'lt's commonly 
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him that sees the hare sitting'. 
As a novelist, Scott really came into his own, 

especially when he got his teeth into a story. 
Waverley, his first attempt, was full of faults and 
it was only towards the end that he showed the 
promise of what was to come. 

With Rob Roy, The Bride of Lammermuir, The 
Heart of Midlothian and the rest, Scott became the 
most famous figure in literature of his day-and 
a very rich man to boot. 

'In the world's literature,' John Buchan once 
wrote, 'he is one of the main creative forces~ 
perhaps the nearest approach to that particular 
genius which was Homer's and with much of the 
inexhaustible and catholic richness which was 
Shakespeare's. In the novel, as he conceived it, 
he has probably no equal ... He was both romantic 
and realist; but no one has excelled him in taking 
a large tract of human life, with all its com
plexities, and shaping it to the purposes of art by 
eliciting its beauty and drama.' 

In addition to all this, Scott had a guid Scots 
tongue in his heid. Glasgow Cathedral was the 
only Scots cathedral to survive the destruction of 
the Reformation. In Rob Roy, Andrew Fairservice 
tells how it was saved and begins thus: 

'Ah! it's a brave kirk-nane o' yere whigma
leeries and curliewurlies and opensteek hems about 
it-a' solid, well-jointed mason-wark, that will 
stand as lang as the warld, keep hands and gun
powther aff it.' 

I expect you know that Scott lived at Abbots
ford, within sight and sound of the Tweed. You 
may have paid a visit to it at one time or another. 
It was there that he died on 21st September, 1832. 
He was buried in Dryburgh Abbey and his son-in
law, John Gibson Lockhart, who wrote his great 
biography, was afterwards laid to rest at his feet. 
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If you want to know more about Scott, you will 
find an article by Charles C. Easton farther on in 
this book. 

One thing more. If you want to write and tell us 
what you think about Sir Walter Scott, please do 
so. Your letter may well appear in next year's 
issue of the Junior Burns Chronicle. 

PROUD MAISIE 

Proud Maisie is in the wood, 
Walking so early; 

Sweet Robin sits on the bush, 
Singing so rarely: 

'Tell me, thou bonny bird, 
When shall I marry me?' 

'When six braw gentlemen 
Kirkward shall carry ye.' 

'Who makes the bridal bed, 
Birdie, say truly?' 

'The grey-headed sexton 
That digs the grave duly. 

'The glow-worm o'er grave and stone 
Shall light thee steady; 

The owl from the steeple sing: 
"Welcome, proud lady".' 

These moving words are sung by the dying 
Madge Wildfire in Scott's novel, Rob Roy. 

THE MEETING OF BURNS AND SCOTT 

This is Scott's famous story of his encounter with 
Robert Burns on one of the poet's visits to Edin
burgh. 
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I saw him one day at the late venerable Professor 
Ferguson's, where there were several gentlemen of 
literary reputation, among whom I remember the 
celebrated Mr. Dugald Stewart. Of course, we 
youngsters sat silent, looked and listened. The 
only thing I remember which was remarkable 
in Burns's manner, was the effect produced upon 
him by a print of Bunbury's, representing a soldier 
lying dead on the snow, his dog sitting in misery 
on one side-on the other, his widow with a child 
in her arms. Those lines were written beneath: 
'Cold on Canadian hills, or Minden's plain, 
Perhaps that mother wept her soldier slain 
Bent o'er her babe, her eye dissolved in dew, 
The big drops mingling with the milk he drew 
Gave the sad presage of his future years, 
The child of misery baptised in tears.' 

Burns seemed much affected by the print, or 
rather by the ideas which it suggested to his mind. 
He actually shed tears. He asked whose the lines 
were; and it chanced that nobody but myself 
remembered that they occur in a half-forgotten 
poem of Langhorne's called by the unpromising 
title of 'The Justice of Peace'. I whispered my 
information to a friend present; he mentioned it to 
Burns, who rewarded me a look and a word, 
which, though of mere civility, I then received and 
still recollect with very gre11t pleasure. 

His person was strong and robust; his manners 
rustic, not clownish; a sort of dignified plainness 
and simplicity, which received part of its effect 
perhaps from one's knowledge of his extraordinary 
talents. His features are represented in Mr. 
Nasmyth's picture: but to me it conveys the idea 
that they are diminished, as if seen in perspective. 
I think his countenance was more massive than it 
looks in any of the portraits. I should have taken 
the poet, had I not known what he was, for a very 
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sagacious country farmer of the old Scotch school, 
i.e., none of your modem agriculturists who keep 
labourers for their drudgery, but the douce gudeman 
who held his own plough. There was a strong 
expression of sense and shrewdness in all his 
lineaments; the eye alone, I think, indicated the 
poetical character and temperament. It was large, 
and of a dark cast, which glowed (I say literally 
glowed) when he spoke with feeling or interest. 
I never saw such another eye in a human head, 
though I have seen the most distinguished men of 
my time. His conversation expressed perfect self
confidence, without the slightest presumption. 
Among the men who were the most learned of 
their time and country, he expressed himself with 
perfect firmness; and when he differed in opinion, 
he did not hesitate to express it firmly, yet at the 
same time with modesty. I have only to add, that 
his dress corresponded with his manner. He was 
like a farmer dressed in his best to dine with the 
laird. I do not speak in malam partem, when I 
say, I never saw a man in company with his 
superiors in station or information more perfectly 
free from either the reality or the affectation of 
embarrassment. 

FOZIE TAM 

'Every callant in the class could gie him his licks, 
and I recollec ance a lassie geein' him a bloody 
nose. He durstna gang into the dookin' aboon his 
doup, for fear o' drownin', and even then wi' 
seggs; and as for speelin' trees, he never ventured 
aboon the rotten branches o' a Scotch fir. He was 
feared for ghosts, and wadna sleep in a room by 
himsel'; and ance on a Hallowe'en, he swarfed 
at the apparition o' a lowin' turnip. But noo, he's 
a warrior and fought at Waterloo. Yes; Fosie 
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Tam wears a medal, for he overthrew Napoleon 
... Oh, sirs! when I see what creturs like him can 
do, I could greet that I'm no' a sodger.' 

From Noctes Ambrosianae 
by JOHN WILSON. 

A. D. GRIFFEN AWARD, 1970 

Last year, I am sorry to say, no essay on the 
subject of 'Winter' came up to the required 
standard and the prize of £10 had to be withheld. 

A. D. GRIFFEN AWARD, 1971 

This year, that same prize of £10 is offered for 
the Best Poem in Scots. Always keeping in mind 
that a good short poem is better than a bad long 
one, the length is entirely up to you. More import
ant, your poem will be judged on how well you 
know the Scots language. Age limit is 18 and all 
poems must be the competitors' own unaided 
work. If no poem reaches the required standard, 
the Editor reserves the right to withhold the 
Award until the following year. He hopes this will 
not be necessary, so do send in your entry and show 
us that Scotland has plenty of young poets. Send 
your poems, please, to the Editor, Junior Burns 
Chronicle, Newbigging, Tweedsmuir, Biggar, Lan
arkshire, on or before 30th April, 1971. 

PAINTING COMPETITIONS, 1970 

In the Senior Section, paintings were invited on 
any scene from 'Death and Doctor Hornbook'. 
First prize went to Pauline Boyd, aged 15, of 80 
Chapelhill Mount, Ardrossan, Ayrshire. This was a 
powerfully painted piece of work which promises 
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well for the future of this brilliant young artist. 
In the Junior Section, many paintings were 

received on the subject, 'Summer at the Seaside'. 
Several really outstanding entries came from 
Alloway Primary School and lst prize eventually 
went to Robin White, with his classmate, David 
Steel in 2nd place. Paul Crichton and Marjorie 
H. Hunter of North Bute School, Port Bannatyne, 
Bute, were equal 3rd. This is the first time in these 
competitions that pupils from two schools have 
swept the boards. 

PAINTING COMPETITIONS, 1971 

SENIOR SECTION 
For young artists over 14. You are all familiar 

with book jackets. From a publisher's point of 
view, he wants to sell his books and an eye-catching 
cover is a big help. Let us suppose, then, that you 
have been asked to design a jacket for a volume 
of Burns's Poems and Songs. You require to give 
the prospective buyer some idea of the contents, so 
I invite you to show how you think this can best 
be achieved. Book tokens will be awarded to the 
winners. Please send your entries to the Editor, 
Junior Burns Chronicle, Newbigging, Tweedsmuir, 
Biggar, Lanarkshire. 

JUNIOR SECTION 
Artists under fourteen years of age are invited to 

send paintings of their favourite pet. This may be a 
dog, cat, rabbit, hamster, budgerigar, canary, a 
bantam or even a goldfish in a bowl! It may even 
be something else altogether. Book tokens will be 
awarded to the winners. 

Rules are the same as in the Senior Section and, if 
you want your paintings returned, please enclose 
stamps to cover postage. 

Good Luck to All Competitors! 
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT 
BURNS? 

13 

If you do, Mr. John Gray, an Hon. President of 
the Bums Federation, has compiled just the book
let for you! 

It is entitled 'Why, When and Where,' and pre
sents the events of Burns's life in chronological 
order or, to put it more simply, year by year. In 
1777, for example, you will learn that 'His father 
removed to the farm of Lochlie. The young poet 
composes some of his best songs, including 'The 
Rigs o' Barley', 'Mary Morrison'. Made the 
acquaintance of David Sillar, to whom he addressed 
two "Epistles to Davie".' 

This booklet presents Burns's life in a nutshell 
and, from it, you may well want to know more 
about him. It is now being issued for the fifth time, 
and when I tell you that the fourth reprint ran 
to 5,000 copies, you will realise it is in great 
demand. It costs only one shilling and sixpence 
(ex. postage) and can be had direct from Mr. John 
Gray, Tam o' Shanter Museum, Ayr. 

The verses on page 1 are taken from A Child's 
Garden of Verse by Robert Louis Stevenson. 

And now, as we end this number, I leave you 
with this auld Scots toast: 

When we're gaun up the hill o' fortune may we 
ne'er meet a frien' comin' doun. 



SCOTT ON BURNS 

By DONALD A. Low 

As a boy, Scott met Burns and admired his brilliance in con
versation. His many remarks about Burns in letters and reviews 
add up to a considerable body of reminiscence, biographical 
speculation, and literary criticism which spans the first thirty years 
of the nineteenth century.! This commentary includes a tribute in 
The Minstrelsy Of The Scottish Border (1802) to Burns's skill in 
emending folksong; a mellow, vividly written account of his meeting 
with Burns, supplied for Lockhart's Life of Burns (1828); two 
remarkable comparisons between Burns and Byron, which were 
not published until after Scott's death; and-his most influential 
estimate of Bums-a review article on Cromek's Reliques of Robert 
Burns in the first number of the Quarterly Review (1809). The 
Quarterly article and the comparisons between Burns and Byron 
are of especial interest. They reveal that Scott's social and literary 
assumptions were fundamentally challenged when he set out to 
assess Burns as man and poet. 

His essay of 1809 contained harsh comment on Burns's character, 
as well as distinguished criticism of his poems and songs. Along 
with an article by Francis Jeffrey in the Edinburgh Review of the 
same year, it provoked vigorous and often heated debate on Burns 
throughout the Regency period. Scott described Burns as 'the child 
of passion and feeling', unquestionably inspired, but lacking 
essential self-discipline, and in his last years thoroughly dissipated. 
He took care to explain that there were extenuating factors, such as 
poverty and the lack of political tolerance shown by the man above 
Burns in the Excise: but he did not question that the poet's later 
years were degraded, and he held Burns to have been directly 
responsible for his fate. 

There are many adjustments of tone in the essay, which show Scott 
attempting to strike a just balance in his survey ofBurns's personality 
and achievements. The order of his praise and adverse criticism is 
important in establishing his complex but austere judgement of 
Burns the man. In general, the effect produced is chilling, because 
the leading terms are more often those of moral criticism than 
otherwise. On the first page, for example, Scott writes bleakly of 
what he takes to be a major truth concerning Burns: 

tSee J. Hamilton Birrell, 'Scott's Debt to Burns', Burns Chronicle, 
second series, vol. 18 (1943), pp. 18-25; and John McVie, 'Burns and 
Scott at Sibbald's Library', Burns Chronicle, third series, vol. 11 (1962), 
pp. 8-9. 
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The extravagance of genius with which this wonderful man 
was gifted, being in his later and more evil days directed to no 
fixed or general purpose, was, in the morbid state of his health 
and feelings, apt to display itself in hasty sallies of virulent and 
unmerited severity: sallies often regretted by the bard himself; 
and of which, justice to the living and to the dead, alike, 
demanded the suppression. 

The rather contorted final clause is a symptom of inner tension 
between Scott's literary instinct and his social conscience, but he 
decides calmly enough to endorse Currie's view that most of Burns's 
satirical poems should remain unpublished. Indeed, this passage 
calls to mind that Scott's favourite poem was Johnson's Vanity of 
Human Wishes, sombre in tone and profoundly conservative in its 
moral and religious outlook. Burns, like 'Swedish Charles' in that 
poem, had 

. . . left the name at which the world grew pale, 
To point a moral, or adorn a tale. 

It was impossible for someone of Scott's background to overlook 
the grim lesson he felt to be implied by Burns's experience. A strict 
upbringing, his closeness to genteel Edinburgh society, belief in the 
direct moral influence of famous example-these were among the 
pressures which led him to present an unflattering picture of Burns 
as a man who forgot the responsibilities of genius. He did not think 
it necessary to supply detailed evidence in support of this view, 
preferring to repeat Currie's generalised suggestions to the effect 
that Burns had increasingly lost personal control. 

On the other hand, Scott was too imaginative to condemn out
right the pattern of behaviour which he believed had caused many 
of Burns's difficulties. When he came to describe Burns's insistent 
wish for independence, he set this feature of the poet's character 
against a traditional outlook on society. Initially, the contrast 
would seem to have been intended simply to emphasise Burns's folly. 
But its effect is more complicated, producing in Scott recognition 
not only of Burns's integrity but also of the superficiality of certain 
aspects of his own gentlemanly code. Scott has to fall back on a 
sensational disclosure (unsubstantiated) at the end of this contrast 
between Burns's belief in independence and the chivalrous 'code of 
honour' in order to justify the latter. To his evident embarrassment, 
the social criteria by which he has proposed to judge Burns are 
themselves in danger of being exposed as foolish: 

The dignity, the spirit, the indignation of Burns was that of 
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a plebeian, of a high-souled plebeian indeed, of a citizen of 
Rome or Athens, but still of a plebeian untinged with the 
slightest shade of the spirit of chivalry which since the feudal 
times has pervaded the higher ranks of European society. 
This must not be imputed to cowardice, for Bums was no 
coward. But the lowness of his birth, and habits of society, 
prevented rules of punctilious delicacy from making any part 
of his education; nor did he, it would seem, see anything so 
rational in the practice of duelling, as afterwards to adopt or to 
affect the sentiments of the higher ranks upon that subject. 
A letter to Mr. Clarke, written after a quarrel upon political 
topics, has these remarkable, and we will add manly expressions. 
'From the expressions Capt. --made use of to me, had I had 
nobody's welfare to care for but my own, we should certainly 
have come, according to the manners of the world, to the 
necessity of murdering one another about the business. The 
words were such as, generally, I believe, end in a brace of 
pistols; but I am still pleased to think that I did not ruin the 
peace and welfare of a wife and a family of children in a drunken 
squabble.' 

In this point, therefore, the pride and high spirit of Burns 
differed from those of the world around him. But if he wanted 
that chivalrous sensibility of honour which places reason upon 
the sword's point, he had delicacy of another sort, which those 
who boast most of the former do not always possess in the same 
purity. Although so poor as to be ever on the very brink of 
absolute ruin, looking forwards now to the situation of a 
foot-soldier, now to that of a common beggar, as no unnatural 
consummation of his evil fortune, Burns was, in pecuniary 
transactions, as proud and independent as if possessed of a 
prince's revenue. Bred a peasant, and preferred to the degrad
ing situation of a common exciseman, neither the influence 
of the low minded crowd around him, nor the gratification of 
selfish indulgence, nor that contempt of futurity, which has 
characterised so many of his poetical brethren, ever led him to 
incur or endure the burden of pecuniary obligation. A very 
intimate friend of the poet, from whom he used occasionally to 
borrow a small sum for a week or two, once ventured to hint 
that the punctuality with which the loan was always replaced 
at the appointed time was unnecessary and unkind. The con
sequence of this hint was the interruption of their friendship 
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for some weeks, the bard disdaining the very thought of being 
indebted to a human being one farthing beyond what he could 
discharge with the most rigid punctuality. It was a less pleasing 
consequence of this high spirit that Bums was utterly inaccess
ible to all friendly advice. To lay before him his errors, or to 
point out their consequences, was to touch a string that jarred 
every feeling within him. On such occasions, his, like 
Churchill's, was: 

'The mind which starting, heaves the heartfelt groan, 
And hates the form she knows to be her own.' 
It is a dreadful truth, that when racked and tortured by the 

well-meant and warm expostulations of an intimate friend, he 
at length started up in a paroxysm of frenzy, and drawing a 
sword cane, which he usually wore, made an attempt to plunge 
it into the body of his adviser. 

The essay is valuable for its commendation of 'The Jolly Beggars', 
which had not been included in Currie's collected edition of 1800. 
The terms of Scott's praise are curious in two minor ways. He 
borrowed without acknowledgement from the first publisher of the 
poem a sentence which was often to be quoted as his own by later 
critics ('The Jolly Beggars, for humorous description and nice dis
crimination of character, is inferior to no poem of the same length 
in the whole range of English poetry'); and he pretended to write 
as an Englishman ('doubtless our norther brethren are more 
familiar . . . '). This was because the Quarterly had been founded 
to rival the Edinburgh Review, and Scott was keen to let it be 
thought that its main authors were English. 

It is significant that while he mentioned 'Holy Willie's Prayer' 
as another able poem which, like 'The Jolly Beggars', had not been 
collected, he did not press for its inclusion in editions of Bums: 

The Cantata already mentioned, is indeed the only one of 
his productions not published by Dr. Currie, which we con
sider as not merely justifying, but increasing his renown. 

'Holy Willie's Prayer' made use of religious language still current 
in Scott's day. Scott's difference in attitude to these two poems 
proves that although he was fully capable of appreciating both, he 
could not approve the republication of anything which might 
offend against religion. He recognised the 'exquisitely severe' 
satirical talent in 'Holy Willie's Prayer', but could not commend 
it as strongly as the anarchic Cantata, which presented a criticism 
of society so radical that it could be enjoyed by Scott and his con-
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temporaries as sheer fantasy. 
The judicial habit of mind also affects his discussion of Burns's 

songs. Scott was better equipped than practically any other 
reader to understand what was involved in the process of writing 
new songs and improving old ones to which Burns had dedicated 
his later poetic career. His warm admiration breaks out in several 
places, most notably in the remark that the stanza 

Had we never loved sae kindly, 
Had we never loved sae blindly, 
Never met or never parted, 
We had ne'er been broken-hearted 

'contains the essence of a thousand love tales'. And yet Scott's 
preconceptions prevent him from seeing that Burns's songs were 
much more important than the 'grand plan of dramatic composition' 
from which they diverted him. All he can do is to record two 
contradictory opinions, which are left unreconciled: songs count 
for comparatively little, but Burns wrote brilliant songs ..• 

Besides, this constant waste of his fancy and power of verse 
in small and insignificant compositions, must necessarily have 
had no little effect in deterring him from undertaking any grave 
or important task. Let no one suppose that we undervalue 
the songs of Burns. When his soul was intent on suiting a 
favourite air with words humorous or tender, as the subject 
demanded, no poet of our tongue ever displayed higher skill 
in marrying melody to immortal verse. 

Such high praise offered in spite of his own adverse judgement 
could be compared with his wondering expression in his Journal 
(11December1826): 

Long life to thy fame and peace to thy soul, Rob Burns! 
When I want to express a sentiment which I feel strongly, 
I find the phrase in Shakespeare-or thee. 

One of the first readers to formulate the paradox of Burns's 
achievement in relation to conventional ideas about the insignificance 
of short poems and songs was Byron, who wrote in 1821: 

But if I say that he is very near them [Pope, to Shakespeare 
and Milton], it is no more than has been asserted of Burns, 
who is supposed 

'To rival all but Shakespeare's name below'. 
I say nothing against this opinion. But of what 'order', accord
ing to the poetical aristocracy, are Burns's poems? There are 
his opus magnum, 'Tam O' Shanter,' a tale; the Cotter's 
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Saturday Night, a descriptive sketch; some others in the same 
style: the rest are songs. So much for the rank of his produc

tions; the rank of Burns is the very first of his art.2 

Scott grouped Burns and Byron together as poets who resembled 
each other in spontaneity and the range of their gifts, despite the 
social gulf between them. This opinion, from which modern 
critics have been slow to profit, was briefly recorded in his Journal 
on 10 February 1826: 

This was the man [Byron]-quaint, capricious, and playful, 
with all his immense genius. He wrote from impulse never 
from effort and therefore I have always reckoned Bums and 
Byron the most genuine poetical geniuses of my time and 
half a century before me. We have however many men of 
high poetical talent but none of that ever-gushing, and perennial 
fountain of natural water. 

The comparison was developed from another angle in an undated 
note which discloses Scott's difficulty in overcoming social, moral 
and political antipathies against both writers. It is once more the 
conflict between his perceptions and his inherited values which 
gives extraordinary interest to the passage: 

Burns, in depth of poetical feeling, in strong shrewd sense to 
balance and regulate this, in the tact to make his poetry tell by 
connecting it with the stream of public thought and the senti
ment of the age, in commanded wildness of fancy and profligacy 
or recklessness as to moral and occasionally as to religious 
matters, was much more like Lord Byron than any other 
person to whom Lord B. says he had been compared. 

A gross blunder of the English public has been talking of 
Burns as if the character of his poetry ought to be estimated 
with an eternal recollection that he was a peasant. It would 
be just as proper to say that Lord Byron ought always to be 
thought of as a Peer. Rank in life was nothing to either in 
his true moments. Then, they were both great Poets. Some 
silly and sickly affectation connected with the accidents of 
birth and breeding may be observed in both, when they are 
not under the influence of 'the happier star'. Witness Burns's 
prate about independence, when he was an exciseman, and 
Byron's ridiculous pretence of Republicanism, when he never 

2'Letter ... On the Rev. W. L. Bowles's Strictures on the Life and 
Writings of Pope', Works of Lord Byron: Letter and Journals ed. R. E. 
Prothero, vol. 5 (1901), p. 560. 
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wrote sincerely about the Multitude without expressing or 
insinuating the very soul of scorn.3 

The last two sentences stem directly from middle-class Tory 
prejudice. But Scott had wrested from the struggle truths of per
manent value, and in particular the insight that 'Rank in life was 
nothing to either in his true moments. Then, they were both great 
Poets'. The same words can be applied to his own writings. 

3Quoted in Works of Lord Byron: Letters and Journal ed. R. E. 
Prothero, vol. 2 (1898), p. 376n. 

JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES, MAUCHLINE 

As a result of the good work of the Bums Federation and in 
particular their Secretary, Mr. Jock Thomson, a donation of 
approximately £343 was received from the Burns Club of Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio, United States of America, the purpose being that it 
was to be used in connection with a Burns Charity. The Burns 
Federation in conjunction with the Glasgow and District Bums 
Association decided that the donation would be used to purchase 
a colour television set for the Common Room at the Jean Armour 
Burns Houses in Mauchline. 

An informal ceremony took place on 31st July, 1970, when Mr. 
Duncan of the Cuyahoga Burns Oub attended along with his sister, 
Mrs. Mitchell, and presented the television set. 

Needless to say the ladies in the houses were delighted with this 
splendid gift and Mr. Duncan affixed a plaque to the set narrating 
that it was a gift from the Burns Oub of Cuyahoga County. 

After the ceremony the ladies invited Mr. Duncan and his sister, 
along with members of the Association and Mr. Jock Thomson, to 
a delightful afternoon tea. 

Mr. Dickson Johnston, the Vice-President of the Association, 
thanked Mr. Duncan for all he had done and asked him to convey 
the sincere thanks of the Association to his President and all 
members of his Club. 

ANDREW STENHOUSE 



PRESIDENT OF THE BURNS FEDERATION 
VISITS AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

As members of most Burns Oubs are probably aware, Mr. Daniel 
J. Mclldowie, J.P., President of the Burns Federation, and Mrs. 
Mclldowie paid a memorable visit to Australia and New Zealand 
in the early months of 1970. 

Wherever they went, Mr. Mclldowie and his wife were warmly 
welcomed and proved to be ideal ambassadors, and there is no 
doubt that in both those countries Burns Clubs and Scottish 
Societies now feel that they are more than mere numbers on the 
roll of the Burns Federation. 

Here, in his own words, is Mr. Mclldowie's account of all that 
happened to 

DAN DOWN UNDER 

On January 14, 1970, my wife and I boarded a Vanguard plane at 
Turnhouse Airport and thus commenced our visit to Australia and 
New Zealand. Nothing remarkable in that, you may say, many 
others have done the same in the past. Yes, but there was some
thing different on this occasion, as this was the first time that a 
President of the Burns Federation had left these shores during his 
year of office and carrying with him the chain of that office. The 
idea of making this trip was born in my mind at the Falkirk Con
ference in 1968, when the large number of delegates from Australia 
and New Zealand on that occasion expressed the pleasure and 
profit that their Clubs had enjoyed, on the occasion of the visit to 
them of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dalgleish. Tom at that time was 
Federation Secretary and his visit was such a success that the dele
gates hoped that some senior office-bearer would make a visit down 
under. I was so impressed by the fact that so very many of these 
delegates had made the long journey here and by the obvious 
sincerity of their invitation that I decided health and strength and 
the balance of payments being equal to the task, that I would 
endeavour to meet their wishes to the best of my ability. We had 
a wonderful trip, highlighted by the welcome and the hospitality 
shown to us and now, in so far as my memory and my diary such 
as it is permits, I would like to retrace our steps and relive a 
memorable trip, one which will always be a pleasure and joy to 
look back on. If you would care to join us, we would be delighted 
to share the memory with you. It won't take three months this time, 
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only a few minutes and best of all to those of us with Scottish blood 
in our veins it won't cost anything. 

We were seen off at Turnhouse by some of our friends, including 
John Gray, Ayr, who is the representative on the Executive for 
Australian Qubs, George Vallance and Allan Stoddart and Mrs. 
W. G. Stewart, secretary of Stirling Area Committee. With their 
best wishes ringing in our ears and knowing that we had the blessing 
of the Federation, we left in good spirits. Before we changed to a 
Boeing 707 Jet at London Heath Row and as we were going through 
Customs, we were further encouraged by good wishes expressed 
personally by Jimmy Mason and two members of the London 
Bums Qub. We appreciated very much their coming to cheer us 
on our way. I won't bore you with details of the trip, except to say 
that because of bad weather, we were diverted to Basle, instead of 
Zurich and that, when we got to Teheran in the morning the 
temperature was 34° and at lunch time at Bombay it was 84°. 

Thirty-three hours after leaving London we touched down at 
Perth, W.A., where we knew no one except that two letters had passed 
between me and the Secretary, Mrs. Russell, and we knew that we 
would be met and taken to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Nash, Mrs. 
Nash being President of the Club this year. The time was 1.30 a.m. 
and gey tired and weary we descended the plane steps and had 
barely got both feet on terra-firma when a voice from the observa
tion gallery hailed me, 'Hi, Dan, welcome to Australia'. We 
arrived here among strangers and found we were among friends 
and this welcome was to be repeated all the way throughout our 
trip. We got through Customs very quickly, our bright red baggage 
bought for easy identification was easily picked out especially as 
the travel agents had provided us with bright yellow labels and we 
got to bed about 3 a.m. 

The importance of our visit to our friends in Perth Club can 
perhaps be best gauged by a few words on the arrangements they 
made for the first three days alone. After six hours sleep and after 
spending the morning sending a message back home telling of our 
safe arrival and changing our money and my electric razor points, 
'why can't these be all the same,' and lunch we were taken to the 
City Chambers at 2.30 where ten stories up we were received by 
the Deputy Lord Mayor and Mayoress, Mr. and Mrs. Harris, and 
given a welcome to Perth. After tea and a dram we chatted until 
the press arrived for an interview and photos of the Mayor and 
myself wearing our chains of office. The following day Nellie got a 
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real rest and she needed it but I was taken in hand by Charlie 

Bloomer, President of the Scottish Union, which is like to our 

'areas' in this country and co-ordinates the efforts of all Burns 

Oubs, Scottish Societies, Caledonian Societies, Pipe Band Associ

ations, etc., in W.A. He and his wife arrived at 8 a.m. to take me 

150 miles to visit a Club at Narregin where we were guests at the 

home of the President, Jimmie Mitchell, and his wife. After meeting 

others of the Club at lunch I was hustled away to see a top team of 

sheep shearers at work and was allowed only 30 minutes there as 

we were due to return to Narregin to meet the press for interview 

and photos. I was also taken to meet the Mayor and was very 

hospitably received by him in his room and afterwards we repaired 

to the Club to meet members and friends who were all very impressed 

by the chain of office which I put on for the visit to the Club. At 

this Club I was introduced as a Scotsman and one man said, 'Oh, 

no, not another Scotsman,' but his friend quickly rushed to our 

defence and said, 'Oh, Scotsmen are not too bad, rabbits are the 

biggest menace out here'. After a very welcome cuppa we set off 

for Perth and as darkness fell we were fortunate not to run down 

any opossums, although we saw many that had been killed on the 

road, and we arrived at our home from home at 10 p.m., quite a day. 

The following day, Sunday, we were at a Picnic in Kings Park, 

just 1,000 acres with 150 all neat and trim as a public park or 

domain as they call them out there. As our visit to the Kings Park 

had been well publicised in the press and on radio and an invitation 

had been extended by the Oub to all interested many came to shake 

our hands. The Burns Oub Anniversary Luncheon was on the 

Monday and as we arrived we were interviewed and photographed 

by the press and the television camera was also at work and we saw 

the results in the evening at a hotel where we had a few friends to 

dinner as our guests. In addition to Club Members there were at 

the Anniversary Luncheon representatives from Scottish Union, 

Caledonian Society, Freemantle, etc., but only Perth Club is 

Federated and I feel we must make a much greater effort to keep in 

touch and persuade these other clubs that we are interested in them 

and their work and that it would be to our mutual advantage were 

they members of the Federation. I had several invitations to visit 

their Clubs but was unable to do so as I was booked ahead to be 

at Sydney. If I had known of them earlier perhaps I could have 

visited some at least, hence my wish for a closer relationship between 

Oub and Federation so that when next a visitor from these shores 
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goes out there, no Club can feel neglected. After some lovely runs 
and meetings with friends we were seen off at the Airport by a 
company who joined hands and sang Auld Lang Syne right at the 
barrier. So many came that I quipped that they were going to be 
quite sure that we did go. We will always have happy memories of 
Perth and many thanks Janet Russell for making the arrangements 
for us even if the going was a bit hectic. 

On January 21 we arrived in Sydney after changing planes at 
Adelaide and were met by our good friends John Begg and Alex 
Johnstone, and our friends the Ralstons were also there. I was 
asked to meet students at the International House Library of the 
University of Sydney and thereafter at a Rotary Luncheon to 
present to the Library on behalf of the Newtown Rotary Qub a 
very handsome book of Bums's Works. At this Rotary Luncheon 
I met Rev. Neil McLeod of St. Giles Church who invited me to 
read the first lesson at the Bums service in his Church on Sunday, 
January 25, and I also got an invitation for the next day to accom
pany John Begg to Mosman Rotary Bums Lunch where John was 
the main speaker but where I also had to work for my corn or should 
it be haggis. The Scottish Society and Burns Qub of Australia 
for their Dinner in Sydney had moved the venue to bigger premises 
and there were about 270 present I believe. President Charlie 
Murray made an excellent chairman and was accompanied by the 
Lord Mayor and Mayoress, Alderman and Mrs. L. Emmet 
McDermott, Rev. Dr. W. Cumming Thom, Patron of the Qub 
Miss Grace Campbell and Mrs. Jean London all well known names 
to us in the Bums Movement. Charlie Murray gave an excellent 
and thought provoking address and Alec Johnstone, Hon. President 
of the Federation, addressed the Haggis with vigour and even pro
vided himself with a posy of thistles whose 'taps he sned' with 
dramatic effect at the appropriate moment. Here I had the honour 
of investing the oldest past-President of the Club with a very 
handsome chain of office which had been presented to the Club. 
He and his successors in office in tum invested their own successors 
down the line to the present President Charlie Murray who proudly 
wore it for the remainder of the evening. Following this ceremony 
Nellie and I were formally appointed Honorary Members of the 
Scottish Society and Bums Qub of Australia and invested with the 
very handsome badge of that office. A signal honour indeed! At 
the dinner I also met amongst many others from Scotland Blair 
and Gordon Lamont from Dunblane, whose father was for many 
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years Secretary of Dunblane Burns Oub, and also Miss E. McLeod, 
President of the Clan McLeod in Australia, whom we were destined 
to meet many hundreds of miles away at a Civic Welcome given to 
us at Christchurch and to which she was invited as a visitor from 
Australia and then again we met her some weeks later at Lady Knox 
Geyser near Rotorua. This was a very happy and successful night 
as I expected it would be, as this is a very active and well-run Oub 
who have monthly meetings which are well attended. 

On our return to Australia from New Zealand we had the pleasure 
of attending one of these social get-togethers and we got a really 
heart-warming welcome back from the 100-150 members present, 
many of whom we had previously met. On Sunday 25 we met a 
large company at the Burns Statue in the Domain on a very hot 
afternoon with the temperature about the '90's. Five lovely 
wreaths were laid and I was very glad that the Federation had 
provided me with the wherewithal to purchase and lay a floral 
tribute from the Federation. The City of Liverpool (Sydney) Pipe 
Band provided stirring music and community singing was accom
panied by an accordionist and several speeches were made, paying 
tribute to Burns. I was very impressed with this ceremony and 
expressed the thought that Burns even in his wildest dreams and 
possessed as he was of a most vivid imagination could never have 
dreamt that, two hundred years on, we would be meeting as friends 
so far away from his native land to pay our tribute to him in brilliant 
sunshine, so different from the grey skies that he knew. I was 
also struck by the thought that the Burns Federation plays a great 
part in promoting friendship and what a wonderful thing is friend
ship, one of the most potent influences for world peace. 

The following day we were taken to Sublime Point for a picnic 
lunch where with John Begg and Charlie Murray we met repre
sentatives of Wollongong Burns Club including the President, Will 
Scott, Secretary Tom Newall and Robert Henerson, who is the 
1970 President. After lunch, we went on to Wollongong for their 
Anniversary Dinner, where they had the Member of Parliament for 
that area, Mr. Hough, as a guest and we were given a great welcome 
by the members of this young and virile Club. During the evening 
Sydney Club President, Charlie Murray, presented on behalf of his 
Club a plaque with a complete set of badges for all the office-bearers 
in the Club. This pleased me very much as this friendly gesture and 
handsome gift should give much encouragement to this young 
Club. We returned to Sydney, a distance of 60 miles or more, very 
ready for bed. 
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After promising to revisit Sydney we left by plane for Melbourne 
on January 29 and arrived there 600 miles away little more than an 
hour later. Before we left the plane we heard the sound of the 
pipes and as we came out into the brilliant sunshine we were greeted 
by a company headed by the Treasurer of the Burns Club Mrs. 
Cath Lewin's five-year-old grandson, proudly carrying the Scottish 
Standard, and piper Mrs. Shrank playing Scottish tunes. In the 
welcoming party were Mrs. Susan Baillie, Hon. President of the 
Federation, Arnold Woods, President, and Mrs. Stella Brown, 
Secretary, who had made the arrangements for our visit. Our 
thanks are due to the hostesses who not only entertained us but 
also invited to their homes many members of Bums Clubs and 
other Scottish Organisations and thus we were able to get to know 
them so much better. The day after we arrived, we attended the 
Melbourne Club Anniversary Dinner where about 250 were present 
presided over by President Arnold Woods and the Immortal 
Memory was given by that youthful octogenarian, Jock Dyall. One 
of the professional singers, Eunice McGowan, chose as her last song 
'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' and invited Jock and me to join her 
at the mike which I am sure you will be surprised to know that we 
did. Could it have been something in the water? We again met 
here the Melbourne Mclldowie's and the press reporter wanted to 
know if I knew Elizabeth Mclldowie of Falkirk as he had been 
at school with her. There was quite a gathering at the wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Statue on the Sunday afternoon and was it hot, 
phew. Amongst several speakers during the ceremony which lasted 
over an hour was Malcolm Beath, President of the Victorian 
Scottish Union, and he was being consulted by the City Council re 
the removal of the Statue to make way for road improvements. 
He said he was now satisfied with the proposed site and I am sure 
we can leave it to him with confidence and to him we in the Federation 
should say 'thank you'. 

The following night, Monday, we were at Melbourne Masonic 
Oub Burns Club Dinner where Chieftain Fred Lang was the genial 
president and where we not only were piped in as we had been 
elsewhere but were given a 'Scotch Fire' welcome. About 150 
people were present here and this Club is also in good shape and in 
good hands. Our time in Melbourne was up and as we left the 
Airport many of the friends we had met came to see us off, some of 
them giving up a day's work to do so and we did appreciate the 
gesture. If you have followed us this far why not continue with us 
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to New Zealand as we fly off to Christchurch. 
As we approached the Southern Alps we struck air pockets of un

usual severity, so much so that the kitchen utensils were scattered 
and some broken, this is something so very different from the usual 
smooth flight which we enjoyed all the rest of the way. We spent 
two restful days in Christchurch and we needed them, after the happy 
but tiring three weeks we had spent in Australia. Christchurch is a 

real garden city and although there is no Burns aub, there are 

Scottish Societies. Perhaps Councillor Blessey when you return 
from Edinburgh where you are pressing the claims of Christchurch 

to hold the next Commonwealth Games you will be able to get a 
Burns Club going! We then flew down to Dunedin, that very 
Scottish city with so many connections with the Burns family, 
where Gilbert's son was the first minister of the Presbyterian 
Church and where his grandson was the first President of the Burns 
Club and the founder of the woollen manufacturing industry in the 

nearby town of Mosgiell. We had barely arrived in our hotel than 
Stan Forbes, President, Bill Brown, past-President and now Patron, 
and Bill Oliver, Hon. President of the Federation, visited us and 
within an hour we were visited by my Canadian cousin and his wife 
who were on holiday in N.Z. 

Jim McDonald is a grand secretary and we quickly found that 

arrangements had been made for us to be taken car runs and 
entertained during our stay and within an hour of our arrival the 
press were looking for us and hardly left our side wherever we went. 
There were also television cameras at the wreath-laying and the next 
morning at an interview in a public park beside a beautiful fountain 
with the flowers, shrubs and trees all at their best. The 83rd Burns 
Anniversary Concert had been held on January 26 so we missed 
that but they put on a great show for us with songs from the 
President, Stan Forbes, and others and a group of Maori Ladies 
giving a demonstration with poes, swinging them to music and from 
one of these ladies I got the traditional greeting, i.e., press noses. 

From Dunedin we travelled by bus to Invercargill where we were 
met by President Bill Adam and Secretary Mrs. Bone and of course 

to the sound of pipes. Bill Adam was a classmate of mine in 1913 in 
a class of ten in a small, country school and this fact was made known 
through the press previous to our visit. On reading this press report 
a lady, Mrs. Carline, wrote to Bill and informed him she also had 
been at this same school and in fact her brother had been in our 

class. She had been 46 years in N.Z. and most of the time but 
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25 miles from Bill who has been there for 45 years and yet it took the 
report of our coming visit to bring them together and now they will 
keep contact. The Club arranged a Social Evening for us as they 
had already had their Anniversary Dinner and there was an 
excellent attendance as this is a lively Club as one would expect it 
to be with Bill and Mrs. Bone at the helm with the backing of 
Vice-President Lawson and Mrs. Lawson. (Mrs. Lawson's aunt 
was introduced to us, and she had looked after a Braco couple, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cuthbert, in their last years, and Mrs. Cuthbert 
actually carried me, when I was baptised. It's a small world.) 
The press was also very active here and I gave two radio interviews. 
We met many friends here who were from our part of Scotland, 
but regretfully we had to move on and flew up to Christchurch 
after saying goodbye at the Airport to the friends who came to see 
us off. In Christchurch we were given a civic welcome and met 
Jim Read of the BBC who was most interested in our visit and said 
he would mention his meeting with us on his News Letter from 
N.Z. on the radio back home in Scotland. 

The following day we were delighted to have a visit from Bill 
Brown and his wife from Dunedin Oub. I phoned Miss K. Clark, 
Secretary of Wellington Burns Club, and she informed me that this 
Club was having a difficult time, in fact they had missed having a 
supper this year for the first time in 30 years but she hoped to be 
able to carry on and organise something for next year. My only 
other Burns Club contact was Auckland where after ten days spent 
with relatives at Tauranga on the Bay of Plenty and at New Plymouth 
on the west side of the island we arrived by plane to be met at the 
Airport by the President, Frank Hogsden, and his wife. This Oub 
had a Burns Anniversary Dinner on February 28 so that we could be 
present and the Secretary, Mrs. Kate Weir, had all arrangements 
well in hand and we had a most happy and successful night with 
them. Here at Auckland they have a recently erected and very fine 
statue of Burns and after I had laid the wreath, I read the inscription 
which struck me somewhat as it had been erected by a Mr. Mennie 
and I know his cousin in Scotland very well. 

After a few weeks with friends we flew back to Sydney and that 
great Burns man, Alex Johnstone, drove us and his wife for a few 
days' visit to Canberra. The Burns Statue here has, as a baekground, 
a granite wall whereon is depicted four scenes from Burns's works 
with a four line verse inscribed under each. The Oub members, 
under their President, Ron Kelly, and Secretary, Kerry Smith, gave 
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us a very warm welcome to their Club Night where they had an 
outstanding floor show. The highlight of this was a demonstration 
of ballroom dancing by a girl of 7f years and her brother of nine 
dressed in grown-up fashion and they had just that day won 2nd 
prize in a junior competition for under 16 years. They were 
delightful and well deserved the applause which almost brought 
the roof down. Betty Schmidt, who was at the Sheffield Conference, 
trained the other dancers, who were also excellent, and Robbie 
Ogilvie, who was at Troon Conference, renewed our acquaintance 
and both Betty and Robbie asked to be remembered to their friends 
in this country. This was the last visit to a Burns Oub we were 
able to make but our farewell visit could not have been to a friendlier 
Club nor one with more wonderful club rooms of which, and their 
library, they are and should be justly proud. The remainder of our 
time we spent with friends and we saw a lot of the country away 
from the cities. I could tell you of the impressions we got of the 
vast area which is Australia, of the effect which drought has on the 
economy of both Australia and New Zealand, of strikes and bank 
robberies, of successful men and not so successful, of the wonderful 
wealth of nature in tree, shrub, plant, flower and luscious fruits, of 
the thermal hot springs, of the Royal Sydney Show, where 3,200 
cattle are on show, of visits to famous herds of cattle and even to 
the only herd of White Hereford cattle in the world, of Lake 
George several miles long with fences across it as it sometimes goes 
dry for a few years and becomes grazing land again, of the unusual 
and interesting things we saw such as the sign on entering a town 
which read, 'We have two cemeteries but no hospital, please drive 
carefully,' of the cemetery with sign boards such as we see at 
Cattle Shows indicating where people of different religions could 
be buried, of the silent cops which made sure that you entered 
and left a road on the correct side, of the workers' club with over 
100 one-armed bandits, but these notes are for possible inclusion in 
the Burns Chronicle and perhaps before this the Editor has said, 
'Enough, enough'. 

We arrived back in Dunblane on April 13 after spending almost 
two days in Edinburgh, mostly in deep sleep, after what had been 
a very long and tiring journey. During our trip we covered just 
over 30,000 miles. Was it worth it? From our personal viewpoint 
yes, yes, a thousand times yes. Our lives have been enriched by the 
welcome and the friendship shown to us and we will always have 
happy memories of our 1970 visit to Australia and New Zealand. 
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Was it worth it? From the Burns Federation viewpoint I would 
say that the answer is again yes. The press, radio and television 
coverage of our trip certainly did create interest in the work of the 
Oubs and will I am sure result in an increase in membership which 
will strengthen and encourage the Club office-bearers in the good 
work they are doing. They are so far away from the headquarters 
in Kilmarnock that they may have felt that they were rather out 
on a limb. Now I hope that they will feel that the Federation is 
their Federation and that they are very much a part of it. They 
certainly made me feel that this visit was appreciated and I am sure 
that when next a visitor from the Federation visits them they will 
get a very warm welcome. Many of these Oubs are very active 
indeed and have regular monthly meetings; indeed, they would put 
to shame some of the Oubs in this country who enjoy a spring, 
summer and autumn siesta and only come to life in January and 
early February. 

Dear Mr. Editor, may I conclude by saying to these Burns 
Clubs in Australia and New Zealand not goodbye but au revoir from 
your President for 1969/70. DAN. 



JAMES CURRIE: THE HOW OF IT 

by ROBERT D. THORNTON 

In 1797 Liverpudlians bragged of three 'literary ornaments': 
William Roscoe, Dr. James Currie and the Reverend Mr. William 
Shepherd. Currie had been filled with literary aspirations during 
his years at Edinburgh University, well within the golden age of the 
Scottish Enlightenment. There he had been elected to the societies 
of the most distinction, there he had started to write scientific papers 
and to compose poetry. After coming to Liverpool, he had joined 
the intellectual circle at Warrington and the Literary and Philoso
phical Society of Manchester, once more contributing papers and 
writing memoirs. Later he and others of the same cast of mind had 
founded the Literary Society of Liverpool, as they were to found still 
later the Athenaeum and the Union News Room and to develop the 
Botanic Gardens, all in Liverpool. Next to the stimulation of 
debate and discussion at the clubs, Currie enjoyed that of attending 
the theatre for a performance by Mrs. Siddons or the Kembles or 
that of an evening at home as host to guests like Johnson's Mrs. 
Piozzi and Byron's Thomas Campbell. Before all else, however, he 
relished authorship, especially if it was to defend an enlightened 
cause. Word had gone out in Liverpool that Currie had composed 
one of the latest poems against slavery and that John McCreery 
had printed it. Word also had gone about that Currie was the 
author and McCreery the printer of the incendiary pamphlet A 
Letter, Commercial and Political •.. by Jasper Wilson, which went 
through four editions between June, 1793, and 1795. Because of this 
pamphlet attacking the war with France, Currie had known such 
government surveillance upon the order of Pitt as to make him 
plan asylum in the United States. By 1797 the tempest had died down 
to leave Currie in an awful gloom. Silenced by the Government, he 
stewed over the most recent falsification of a Bill of Mortality or a 
statement of exports. Darkly, his mind contemplated such thoughts 
as 'Peace cannot be restored to Europe till the wealth of England has 
run off in showers of blood,' 'I am sick of thinkiiig on man's cold
ness of heart,' and 'The eyes of our political Sampson [Pitt] are put 
out' .t While Liverpool slavers prayed for an early end to Negro 
insurrections in the West Indies, Currie reflected upon the same 
events as astonishing 'retribution'. While the Liverpool mob beat 

IN.L.S., MS 2435; holograph letter from Currie to William Smyth, 
dated April 17, 1795. 
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the war drum, Currie took note of the drain of manpower into the 
armed forces and then confided to his friend, William Smyth, M.P.: 

'The poor wretches went rather than starve. Of military ardour 
in the old English sense of the term we have nothing-The 
vital energy of the nation seems palsied-The order of society is 
inverted-Virtue talents information are commonly speaking 
in the shades, and folly, bigotry and ignorance bask in the 
sunshine not only of royal but of popular favour. While this 
is the case, there is no energy or combination of the powers 
that are uppermost-Public measures local as well as national 
are stamped imbecility. '2 

More and more, Currie grew of the same mind as that described 
by his intimate correspondent, Dr. John Aikin: 

'We are fairly immersed in a bloody, expensive, and, I think, 
unjust war, and we must either lament its success, or rejoice 
in the calamities of our country. Such an alternative is enough 
to make one draw off entirely from political discussion, and 
I do it, as much as the occasional effervescence of libera 
indignatio will give me leave. '3 

Like Aikin, Currie was torn between once more openly defying 
the Government or keeping an enforced silence. To have some 
peace of mind while suffering such annoyances as public insult and 
the label 'pink' for encouragement of civil and religious liberty, he 
seems to have fallen upon that advice which he was to offer William 
Wallace after notifying that son of his sister Anne's death, ' ... 
resume your studies as speedily as you can. '4 Roscoe, in groping 
for an outlet from politics, had settled upon the Italian Renaissance; 
for in fifteenth-century Florence he recognised parallels suitable to 
his feelings for and his new hope in the promise of the French 
Revolution. Roscoe admired Lorenzo de' Medici as a worthy: 

'The same active spirit that calls forth the talents of individuals 
for the preservation of their liberties, and resists with un
conquerable resolution whatever is supposed to infringe them, 
in the moments of domestic peace and security seeks with 
avidity other objects of employment. The defence of freedom 
has always been found to expand and strengthen the mind; 
and though the faculties of the human race may remain torpid 

2N.L.S., MS 2435; holograph letter dated March 23, 1795. 
3Betsy Rodgers, Georgian Chronicle Mrs. Barbould and Her Family, 

London 1958, p. 120. 
4William Wallace Currie, Memoir of the Life . . . of James Currie, 

London 1831, II. 214; the letter is dated September 9, 1797. 
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for generations, when once aroused into action they cannot 
speedily be lulled again into inactivity and repose.'5 

Currie arrived at the same answer as Roscoe, although at first 
he was not given to pursue a study which revealed increasingly 
more of a kindred spirit. He began with the determination to get 
out his Medical Reports and, all too soon, learned directly the truth 
of his observation upon Roscoe's Lorenzo: 'Yet it is far from being 
so good a work as the author could have produced, being composed 
under engagements of the most pressing and most various nature. '6 
While Currie was up to the brim and a little bit over with this 
project, Robert Bums died in Dumfries. 

Friends of the poet swiftly solicited the Liverpool doctor's aid in 
promoting a subscription as benefit for the widow and children. 
This help Currie gave willingly and effectively. Before the subscrip
tion ran its course, the subject of a new edition of the poet's works 
to assist the family further had been introduced into the corres
pondence between Liverpool and Dumfries. Just as early as the 
introduction of this subject, Currie must have started to amuse 
himself with the reverie, 'Might not Burns be my Lorenzo? What 
if I were to be the editor-biographer?' Today one can be all but 
sure how Fancy gave answer: 

The aims: to raise funds towards the support of the widow and 
fatherless and to diffuse the fame of the departed genius. The 
means: an elegant volume designed to please as many as possible. 
The models: Johnson's Lives and Mason's Life of Gray. From 
Johnson the pattern of life, work, and character, although some
what less accent upon the character, possibly no more than a 
reflection or two in the spirit of the final paragraph of the Life of 
Savage: 

'This relation will not be wholly without its use, if those, who 
languish under any part of his sufferings, shall be enabled to 
fortify their patience, by reflecting that they feel only those 
afflictions from which the abilities of Savage did not exempt 
him; or if those, who, in confidence of superior capacities or 
attainments, disregard the common maxims of life, shall be 
reminded, that nothing will supply the want of prudence; and 
that negligence and irregularity, long continued, will make 

~William Roscoe, The Life of Lorenzo De' Medici, called The Magnificent, 
Liverpool 1795, I. 1. 

6William Wallace Currie, II. 329; the letter, Currie to Dugald Stewart, 
is dated September 15, 1795. 

B 
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knowledge useless, with ridiculous, and genious contemptible. '7 

From Mason the following idea of biography by excerpt: 

'The method in which I have arranged the foregoing pages, 
has, I trust, one degree of merit, that it makes the reader so well 
acquainted with the man himself, as to render it totally 
unnecessary to conclude the whole with his character. If I 
am mistaken in this point, I have been a compiler to little 
purpose; and I chose to be this rather than a biographer, 
that I might do the more justice to the virtues and genius of 
my friend. I might have written his life in the common form, 
perhaps with more reputation to myself, but, surely, not with 
equal information to the reader; for whose sake I have never 
related a single circumstance of Mr. Gray's life in my own 
words, when I could employ his for the purpose. Fortunately 
I had more materials for this use, than commonly fall to the 
lot of an Editor; and I certainly have not been sparing in the 
use of them: whether I have been too lavish, must be left to 
the decision of the public. •s 

And the style: simple, energetic, and concise. Striving for sim
plicity before all else, Currie might hope for sentences free from the 
fruits of Johnson's culling: easy imitations of glare, show, antithesis, 
epigrammatic turn, and rounded, sonorous periods. More 
generally, he might continue to rely upon those principles received 
in Edinburgh from professors like Dugald Stewart: 'The two 
distinguishing characteristics of Good Taste (it has been justly 
observed by different writers) are correctness and delicacy; the form
er having for its province the detection of Blemishes, the latter the 
perception of those more refined Beauties which cultivated minds 
alone can feel. '9 

For the editor-biographer of Robert Burns, delicacy would bear 
meaning beyond perception of refined beauties, so as to connote 
propriety and prudence in all respects. What to include? The 
bawdry? The song 'When maukin bucks, at early fucks, In dewy 
grass are seen, Sir'? The letter to Ainslie describing 'a thundering 
scalade' given Jean on 'some dry horselitter'? Of course not, when 
the main object was to make money through public subscription. 

?Samuel Johnson, The Lives of the Most Eminent English Poets, London 
1816, II. 407-8. 

sw. Mason, The Poems of Mr. Gray to which are added Memoirs of His 
Life and Writings, York 1778, IV. 233-4. 

9The Collected Works of Dugald Stewart, ed. Sir William Hamilton, 
London 1854-1860, V. (1855). 362-3. 
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After all, eight years later (1804) Walter Scott dared throw off only 
twelve copies of Sir Tristram 'without castration', even though he 
fumed, 'I can by no means think that the coarseness of an ancient 
romance is so dangerous to the public as the mongrel and inflam
matory sentimentality of a modem novelist.'10 And despite his 
vow of the following year (1805) that he would as soon castrate 
his father as John Dryden, Scott finally judged that it would be 
improper to publish an unexpurgated text of Dryden: 

'My principal companion in this solitude is John Dryden, 
After all, there are some passages in his translations from Ovid 
and Juvenal that will hardly bear reprinting, unless I would 
have the Bishop of London and the whole corps of Methodists 
about my ears. I wish you would look at the passages I mean. 

One is from the fourth book of Lucretius; the other from Ovid's 
Instructions to his Mistress. They are not only double
entendres, but good plain single-entendres-not only broad, 
but long, and as coarse as the main-sail of a first-rate. What to 
make of them I know not; but I fear that, without absolutely 
gelding the bard, it will be indispensable to circumcise him a 
little by leaving out some of the most obnoxious lines.'11 

Almost thirty years later, Allan Cunningham had a similar 
story to pass on to Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe: 

'To edit Burns I have found no easy matter; he has written so 
much that is pure, witty, and wicked, that I know not well 
where to stop. I am no tumid editor, yet I must respect the 
squeamishness of Madam Public. •12 

Bawdry alone did not measure Burns's offence to society. In 
many a scathing satire or verse-epistle, ill-tempered epigram, and 
rough epitaph, he had wounded individuals and families; on many 
an occasion, he had run counter to his times in handling such 
themes as religion, monarchy, revolution, and class. Clearly, to 
offer his controversial life and works to the public which remem
bered him would require the same delicacy which Carlyle was to 
evoke when he composed his essay on Voltaire. Given yet another 
score, Burns's biographer would face much of what David Irving 
complained when he wrote his life of Robert Fergusson: '[Fergus
son'sJ dissipated manner of life had in a great measure eradicated 

lOThe Letters of Sir Walter Scott, ed. H.J. C. Grierson, London 1932-
1937, I (1932). 221. 

llScott, Letters, I. 284. 
12[D. McNaught], ' "Correspondence of Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe" 

(Blackwoods), 1888,' in Burns Chronicle, XII (1903). 58. 
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all sense of delicacy or propriety.' 'His later years were wasted in 
perpetual dissipation. '13 

James Currie would bring to the subject of Robert Burns his 
own ideas of and needs for delicacy. As a member of the Liverpool 
literati educated amongst the Edinburgh literati, he would admit 
the truth of Lady Dalrymple's observation to Bishop Percy about 
Lord Haille's letters: that no one had a right to publish any part of 

a private correspondence without permission of the writer. As a 

doctor fully aware of what was proper between physician and 
patient and between physician and public, he would be sensitive 
with respect to any propriety. As 'Jasper Wilson,' Dissenter, 
opponent of Pitt, and sympathiser with France, he would remember 
the taste of popular disfavour sharp enough to spoil any literary 
enterprise bearing his name. For political as well as professional 
reasons, he would continue to trust anonymity so as to foil partisan 
reviewers who desired nothing better than to have another cut at 
him. As a fervid Scotsman, Currie would be inclined towards 
prejudice on all things national, whether the beauties of Moffat or 
Hamilton of Bangour's 'The Braes of Yarrow,' whether Mary 
Stuart or Bums's 'Mary Morison.' But as a Scotsman making his 
life in England, he would know what it means to have been forced 
to curb such pride. Bums's death had been a case in point. The 

immediate reaction of those Englishmen whom Currie most respected 
had been to cry out against the callousness of the Scottish nobles 

and gentry who had abandoned a native genius. One after another 
-Roscoe, Coleridge, Lamb-had filled the air with scorn and 

censure. Sad for the death and sad for the condemnation, Currie 
saw that whoever edited Burns would require unlimited patience 
and tact to treat the ruffled plumages, north and south; he saw, 
also, that belated though it would be, a rousing Scottish response 
through the subscription-edition would go some way towards 
saving face. 

As a cherished friend of William Roscoe, Currie would count 
upon Roscoe's experience and talent if he were to edit Bums. 
Here again a certain delicacy would be appropriate. For as the 
author of A Vindication of Classical Learning in answer to Doctor 

Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia, Roscoe had defended a position 
that did not admit unqualified sanction of Burns as poet: 

'. . . of the many examples of uneducated Poets which this 
Country has produced amongst whom ... the Shoemaker the 

13The Works of Robert Fergusson, London 1807, pp. 70 and 71. 
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Milkmaid & the Ayrshire plowman whom Dr Rush contends 
have been read with pleasure by all classes of People-very few 
indeed can be held up as inducements to us to relinquish the 
study of the ancients-If we except only the [?honest] scotchman 
the whole tribe from [Stepn. Duck] to the [?one word] unlettered 
millions of the present day may repose in peace without any 
great loss to our stock of literature the sense & spirit & taste 
of Robert Bums wou'd have shone even thro' the medium of 
a learned educn. & perhaps shone with additional lustre at 
least ... 

Natural talents unassisted by education are often rather a 
misfortune than an advantage to their possessors & more 
frequently give rise to conceit & affectation than true dignity 
of Character, nor is this difficult to account for. Wrapt up 
in their own stature they measure not themselves with those 
superior minds that have been for ages the acknowledged 
standards of excellence.'14 

For many or all of these reasons, Currie's reverie must have resolved 
more than once into incubus. 

By retracing from Bums's death, 21 July, 1796, one can begin with 
something more substantial than partial reverie. At death Bums 
had no more devoted friend in Dumfriesshire than John Syme. 

'Burns & I are one & indivisible,' Syme had exclaimed to Alex
ander Cunningham only short weeks before. 'I would say that 
hang me if I should know how to be happy were he not in the way 
of making me so.'15 Syme must have been the prime mover of that 
morning meeting the day after the poet's funeral, a meeting which he 
lost no time in reporting to Cunningham: 

'I am just now come from a private meeting, Dr. Maxwell & 
I with Gilbert Burns the brother of the deceast who goes home 
this afternoon & will return about the middle of August. 
We have concerted-lst to seal up all his papers till then when 
we shall look thro' them 2d To advertise next week in a proper 
stile that those who have been favoured with the correspondence 
or little pieces of Burns be so kind as send them and copies of 
them, or allow copies to be taken exactly-to the following 
persons-vizt yourself & Professor Stewart in Edinburgh
but we mean you principally-to Messrs. Perry & Gray 
proprietors of the Morning Chronicle London, who are worthy 

14City of Liverpool Public Libraries, Roscoe Papers, No. 1110. 
lSFrom the holograph letter, February 24, 1796, property of the Burns 

Monument, Ayr. 
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men & were great friends of Burns & to Mrs. Imley (formerly 

Woolstoncraft) a particular correspondent &c of Burns & Dr. 

Max.wells-to Mr. Gilbert Burns & Mr. Robt. Aitken of Ayr 

for Ayrshire-& to Dr. Maxwell & me for Dumfries &c. 

Letters to the effect are to be written to these persons requesting 

them to collect every thing which the Bard had written and 

thus to acquire materials for being digested & put into form 
for publication.'16 

In need of assistance, Syme turned to Dr. William Maxwell, 'a 

very superior young fellow ... who to an uncommon if not wonder

ful science in Physics adds the perfect manners and mind of a 

gentleman.'17 When the August date for consultation upon the 

manuscripts arrived, it was Maxwell who sat down as executor 

with Syme and John McMurdo in the absence of Gilbert Bums. 

At almost the same time Syme was planning to share his 'really 

beautiful' view down the Nith, 'across Solway firth to Skiddaw & 

the mountains of Cumberland' with both Maxwell and McMurdo, 

as becomes apparent in his letter of the eighteenth of August to 

Cunningham: 
'I am made very happy by having obtained for him [Maxwell] 

a beautiful spot of ground containing about 32 acres close 

adjoining to my Croft of Ryedale-He is to build a Chateau 

or Cottage rather on it-Thus I have in a manner realised 

Shenstones elegant desire without the means-that is the 

monies-He says were I a rich man the first thing I would do 

would be I would make a neighbourhood to myself-Maxwell 

is there at my east march-McMurdo will be at the south

Dumfries on the North-& others within half an hours walk-'18 

Much as he disliked writing letters, negligent as he was in keeping 

up his end of any correspondence, John Syme loyally sent out 

announcements of Burns's death. One of those whom he chose to 

inform was Dr. James Currie. Currie's answer to Syme's notice 

of the death was staccato questioning posed for himself and Roscoe: 

Who was to be the biographer? Should he not be 'one who feels 

the charm of genius'? Would he not require 'delicacy' to handle 

the 'defects', yet skill to create a 'genuine likeness'? Should not 

'all remains' be 'carefully collected, but not all published'? These 

16From the holograph letter at the Burns Monument, Ayr. The 
manuscript is dated 'Dumfries Tewesday noon/26th July 1796'. 

17From the holograph letter, Syme to Cunningham, February 24, 1796, 
property of the Burns Monument, Ayr. 

18From the holograph letter at the Burns Monument, Ayr. 
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queries of the twelfth of August were pursued into Scotland by 
comments of the fifteenth: the life ought to be a few pages written 
to set forth Burns as a 'superior genius', let Syme beware lest 
volunteers appear who 'might deform and disgrace the subject'. 
Syme, of course, had alarms of his own to sound. On the sixteenth 
he wrote Currie to relate the sword-cane episode which Currie 
must have the goodness to keep secret, and he added confidentially 
that there were 'several pieces which cannot meet the public eye-
but they are original, and as such it would be a sacrilege to destroy 
them, I mean some bawdy songs, etc.'19 Worriedly Syme con
tinued: 

'I could not answer for Burns's integrity in his friendship for 
the fair. I am sure Mrs. R. [Maria Riddell] was sincere and 
virtuous in her attachment to him . . . But all his moral and 
religious dispositions, like the actions of his life, were governed 
by passion rather than founded on the basis of principle, etc.' 

On the twenty-fifth Currie was writing Syme to offer his help to 
Dugald Stewart if that professor would agree to be Burns's bio
grapher, although he was also arguing that Syme himself was the 
most fit person to give the account. Before the thirty-first of August, 
Syme and Cunningham had concluded that Currie should contri
bute the life and that they should so inform their man in an 
invitation baited with a holograph copy of Burns's autobiographical 
letter to Dr. John Moore.20 

Thus John Syme as spokesman for the Trustees asked James 
Currie to be the official biographer and editor. What was forth
rightly offered was received with shilly-shally: Would not Henry 
Mackenzie or Dugald Stewart oblige? Might not 'Jasper Wilson' 
be raised to defeat purpose? What of the unfinished Medical Reports 
Where was the time? How the strength? All of these questions 
seem to have been intended for the music to 'Were I not to Koko 
plighted'; by demurring, Currie was consenting. His letter which 
opened September goes on to sound out Syme as to agreement on 
two or three particulars: he Currie would work on a narrative 
of the life omitting that which would give pain to living characters, 
prudently avoiding all political allusions, and delicately touching 
'faults & irregularities'; Roscoe would work on a critique of the 
poetry and prose; Mccreery could print the work excellently; 

19Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge's catalogue, London, for sale July 24, 
1918; No. 936, 'Burnsiana'. 

ZOSee Sotheby catalogue; No. 927, 'Eleven Fragments of 22 pp. folio 
of Autograph Draft ... Letter to DR. Moore ... (1787).' 
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Syme must give a notion of what ought to be printed. Currie's 
parting shots are that he does not wish his name mentioned in the 
business and that he hopes Syme will travel to Liverpool to help 
transact it. On all of these points save the last, the Dumfries stamp 
collector and the Liverpool doctor came perfectly to an under
standing during September, when they predicted that all might be 
out of their hands in ten to twelve months. Meanwhile in Scotland 

Syme, vexed by Mrs. Dunlop, who pressed for return of her letters 
to Burns, and Cunningham, vexed by Ainslie, who acted for Mrs. 
McLehose in a similar respect, ducked responsibility for sifting 
through the manuscripts. 

'You do it,' wrote Syme to Cunningham. 

'Let Currie and Roscoe do it,' replied Cunningham. 

By the last day of September, Dr. William Maxwell and John 
McMurdo, two other executors, had half-heartedly agreed to do it. 

October's days saw Cunningham begging Syme to send him all 
of George Thomson's letters to Burns so that Thomson might edit 
those he wished to appear; the same days saw Currie dreading that 
repeated English attacks upon the Scots for their maltreatment of 
Burns would goad them into the self-defence of exposing the poet's 
frailties fully. Roscoe had expressed himself upon the subject as 
indignantly as any other Englishman. In September he had 
returned Currie's loan of the autobiographical letter with the 
following note: 

'My dear Sir 
I inclose you Robt. Burns's Narrative-The Copy you shall 

have tomorrow as I wish to perfect one from it which I cannot 
finish tonight-I send you also my rhymes which have 
unaccountably taken somewhat of a satyrical turn & will 
perhaps be thought (at least in the North) more severe than the 
occasion requires-From what I can collect from his writings 
& his narrative I am of a different opinion & cannot think that 
he fell a victim to the unfeeling neglect of his opulent Country
men, whose patronage he courted by every means consistent 
with the independance of his character, & whose bounty 
terminated in chaining him to a station which differs in no 
respect from that of a Galley slave except that the latter only 
shackles the body, & the former both the body & mind ... 21' 

Such sentiments must have made Currie's ears burn, so must the 
tributary verses which Roscoe enclosed, lines like 'An ideot laugh 

21Roscoe Papers, No. 3950; undated holograph letter. 
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the welkin rends/As genius thus degraded lies'. Only out of defer
ence to and respect for an intimate friend did Roscoe withhold from 
the Scotsman Currie a more violent blast. That he was capable of 
speaking more candidly on the subject is apparent in his letter of 
28 August 1796 to the Reverend Mr. Edwards of Birmingham: 
'Such [Burns's meagre salary as Exciseman] has been the munifi
cence of the Scotch peerage & the Scotch gentry to a Man who has 
done more honour to his Country than all the Throat Cutters it 
ever bred-May they never have another opportunity of insulting 
genius with paltry & insidious rewards-'22 

November's advance was Maria's arrival. If John Syme was 
responsible during September and October for encouraging Maria 
Riddell to travel to Liverpool as an attempt to aid Currie in 
answering questions, nobody can write of Syme as unimaginative. 
Maria, who had been more than a friend to Bums, lived at age 
twenty-four 'with perfet beauty adom'd'. 'For softness shee and 
sweet attractive Grace.' Separated from her husband ('Sic a 
reptile was Wat') and relegated to a dreary Scottish existence at 
Halleaths with her two daughters, whom she included amongst 
'the dull realities of life,' this spirited female was eager for a whirl in 
Liverpool. Uncommonly bonny though she was, nobody ordered 
Maria's ideas for her. She knew that only by ingratiating herself 
with the probable editor could she screen her own escapades with 
Burns. Therefore, around the first of November, pert and pretty, 
versed to flatter and cajole, confident in her charms, Maria crossed 
over the Border with an artful selection of manuscripts. Before she 
departed Liverpool some days later for a new home in London, 
Currie knew that if he accepted the editorship, he could count on her 
help just as long as he left her free in the all-important respect of 
determining how much of her own story she wished told; and 
Maria knew that she had promised her help to a man who, for 
whatever his reasons, no more wished to rake over the dead man's 
ashes than she did. Altogether, the days with Currie and his circle 
were 'very agreeable'. Amongst the manuscript-lures brought from 
Scotland was Bums's copy of Roscoe's 'The Song for the Anni
versary of the French Revolution, Liverpool, 14TH July, 1791,' 
beginning 'O'er the vine-covered hills and gay regions of France,/ 
See the day-star of Liberty rise'. This Maria presented to Roscoe 
with the following note probably written under Currie's roof: 

'Our friend Dr. Currie has mentioned to me that the enclosed 
22The Besterman Papers, pp. 1-2. 
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poem, found among Burns's M:S:S: which we were looking 
through this Morning, (as it is somewhat related to you) might 
be acceptable to you to place among your own, from the 
circumstance of its being written in the poor Bard's hand 
about two years ago, & given by him to myself as a poetical 
production to which he was enthusiastically partial. If Dr.C
was right in fancying it would give you pleasure to have this 
copy of it, I shall be happy by this means to gratify a wish of 
your's; but as I affix a degree of value to this little manuscript 
it would be superfluous to specify, I cannot part with it wholly 
with disinterest. May I without trespassing too far on your 
indulgence, solicit in return, a Copy of the poem in Mr. 
Roscoe's hand?'23 

Such flattery had never lost Maria a day. The report which she 
shortly got off to Syme from London could not have been less 
confident. Truth is, however, that neither she nor Syme at this 
period had Currie's unequivocal word that he would accept the 
responsibilities of working with the Burns materials. 

Every letter from Currie bearing upon Robert Burns served 
merely to enforce the belief of those in Scotland that he was their 
man for the task. He had high reputation and the required circum
spection; he would have the confidence of those who could provide 
the materials and of those who could insure financial success; he 
knew the poetry and he had met the poet and many of his associates; 
he was a Scotsman away from the scenes of contention; he was a 
longstanding friend of many of the principals; and he had proved 
through the subscription his capacities to act and to achieve. 

Neither Syme nor Cunningham, neither Maria nor any other 
second person could overcome the indecision of late 1796. This 
Currie had to do for himself. At no time did he doubt himself 
qualified to do exactly what the executors and others were spelling 
out; he was no novice to editing, he was already an experienced 
biographer. What is more, Edinburgh University had trained him 
in the spirit of the Enlightenment. Lord Woodhouselee tells 
Cadell & Davies what similar training meant to him: money was 
no object in his pursuits as author, Tytler says; but pure love of 
literature was and so were the spur of an active mind and the 
desire of reputations, 'which I feel no shame in avowing, because 
I have ever thought it a generous and laudable passion.'24 

23Roscoe Papers, No. 3125; holograph letter dated November 11, 1796. 
24Huntington Library, Manuscript CD 334; holograph letter dated 

January 2, 1811. 
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Currie would have added the criteria of 'amusement,' benevolence, 
and obligation to foster and nourish genius wherever it be found. 
Scottish national pride, besides, spoke with some persuasion. But 
it now seems that Currie's capitulation came with his awareness 
that acceptance not only would end the search for diversion from 
the stresses of the times, but also would give him his own Lorenzo. 

By November, 1796, there was a loose understanding, at least on 
Currie's part, that a one-volume edition of the works together with 
a biography would be undertaken in Liverpool provided that the 
Trustees selected and arranged what was to be published. This 
was the month, moreover, when both Syme and Cunningham 
were at loggerheads with James Johnson, who was reluctant to 
furnish them with what they wanted to know about Burns's songs. 
And this was the month when Syme, having given up all hope of 
Maxwell's and McMurdo's ever getting at the manuscripts, decided 
to ship them off helter-skelter to Liverpool. 

Notice of Syme's intent came to Currie in December. He had 
been devoting his leisure hours of recent weeks to writing his 
Medical Reports and to entering thoughts for his life of Bums in a 
notebook which he had bought for that specific purpose, all the 
while presuming that those in Scotland were being moved by the 
same good faith. Currie's answer to Syme went out with the year 
on the thirty-first of December. Because Bums's effusions had 
'such strong parts in them of different kinds,' he Currie was 'not 
willing, even with Roscoe's assistance, to take the responsibility of 
editing them'. What cannot be printed now may be printed in the 
future. Let Syme send only those manuscripts which had been 
arranged and judged fit for publication. Roscoe and he will go over 
them, and the two of them will hold themselves responsible for 
getting a publisher and printer. Once having reviewed the manu
scripts and other materials supplied by Syme as pertinent to writing 
the life, he Currie will set to; when he is finished, Syme will come 
to Liverpool to sit in final council together with Currie and Roscoe. 

Currie's long letter might better have been a mere hogmanay 
greeting, for Syme already was getting out from under. Syme 
answered Currie on the sixth of January. His letter arrived in 
Liverpool on the twelfth. Whatever its argument, this letter could 
have produced only the faintest whimper compared to the loud 
bang of what it served to convey-'the remains of poor Bums,' 
'the complete sweepings of his drawers and of his desk,' 'the sheep 
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not separated from the goats,' 'the manuscripts of a man of genius, 
unarranged by himself, and unexamined by his family or friends 
. . . with all their sins on their head, to meet the eye of an entire 
stranger!' 

State University of New York, College at New, Paltz. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF 
THE SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB 

GARDEN SEATS PRESENTED TO 
CANONGATE KIRK 

Two commemoration garden seats were presented to the Canongate 
Kirk, Edinburgh, on Sunday, 28th September, 1970, to mark the 
golden jubilee of the Scottish Burns Oub. 

At a ceremony in the churchyard, the first of the two seats, 
presented by the Scottish Burns Qub (Edinburgh), and the Scottish 
Heritage Association, was handed over to the Rev. Dr. R. Selby 
Wright by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, President of the Scottish Burns 
Club and the Burns Federation and the first woman president of 
both bodies. 

The seat, to the honour of the eighteenth-century Scottish poet, 
Robert Fergusson, overlooks his grave. Bums who was inspired 
by the works of Fergusson, who died at the age of 23, erected a 
gravestone in the churchyard to his memory. 

The second seat, which was given to commemorate the golden 
jubilee, is also to the honour of Mrs. Burgoyne and was handed over 
by Mr. Alexander Bruce, organiser of both the Scottish Burns Oub 
and the Scottish Heritage Association. 

During the service after the presentation ceremony, Councillor 
J. Stanley Cavaye, president of the Edinburgh and District Burns 
Oub Association, paid a special tribute to Robert Fergusson. 



BURNS FEDERATION HONOURS 
MR. THOS. W. DALGLEISH, O.B.E. 

SYMBOLIC GIFT PRESENTED AT GLASGOW FUNCTION 

When Tom Dalgleish, O.B.E., retired from the post of Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Burns Federation, it was as if a prop had been 
taken away from an important building. During his ten years of 
office, Tom had given new life to the international aspect of the 
Federation, and had brought to his office all the expertise and 
capacity for management which he had shown in his wonderful 
business in the last twenty-five years. 

For 'Tam' is a 'lad o' pairts' as they used to call the clever laddie 
in the village school. But he makes no great pretensions to book 
learning. He learned the hard way, in the school of experience, 
and he learned thoroughly. From small beginnings in the forestry 
business, he is now become a 'tycoon': a man whose advice is 
sought wherever trees are grown or land has to be reclaimed, 
throughout Britain. 

It was natural that his great work for the Burns Federation should 
be recognised in some way or other. Consequently on a notable 
May evening last year in a Glasgow hotel, a host of admirers and 
well-wishers, English and Australian as well as Scottish, met to pay 
homage to the man who had done so much for the Federation at 
home and abroad. Mr. Mclldowie, welcoming the guests in the 
name of the Federation, referred to the Australian guests who were 
present, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Murray, Mr. and Mrs. Archie 
Ferguson of the Burns Qub of Australia. In the course of his re
marks, our President said that many friends here and overseas 
felt that they would like to be associated with the eloquent and 
well-earned tributes already paid. Many others felt that they 
would like to show how appreciative they were of the many 
kindnesses, the hospitality and above all the friendship shown 
them over the many years by Mr. and Mrs. Dalgleish. Making the 
Presentation, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, senior Vice-President of the 
Federation, said that here they had someone who began, as so many 
of our great men had done, in fairly humble circumstances and who, 
by sheer hard work and determination, had built up a name for them
selves. She thought of Tom as a boy out on the hills with his father, 
a shepherd. This was the foundation for him. He had grown up 
to be not only a shrewd business man, but a man of heart, who was 
interested in what his fellow-men and women were doing. Referring 
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to the gift, which is a plaque of Scottish oak bearing the coat of arms 
of Robert Burns, Mrs. Burgoyne said it was a solid symbol of a 
solid personality. She could imagine generations of Dalgleishes 
yet unborn, look at what had become an heirloom, and remembering 
the ancestor to whom it was given by his friends in the Burns world 
with gratitude and affection. 

Mr. Matthew McLauchlan, junior Vice-President of the Federa
tion, handing over a gift of candlesticks to Mrs. Dalgleish, said they 
were being presented to her for all she had done for the people of 
the Federation, and wished her all the best in years to come. 

Tom in his reply said it was 55 years since he had started learning 
about that man called Rabbie. It had been in a little Lanarkshire 
colliery village, when he was a member of the church choir. The 
precentor had chosen works of Burns for his choir, which had been 
singing in aid of the Red Cross and in two years had raised £1,600. 
He went on to say that without Mrs. Dalgleish he could not have 
been the man he had tried to be. There were people there and 
throughout the world who at his house had always found an open 
door. He went on to speak of the presence of the representatives 
from Sydney and spoke of the new page in the history of the 
Federation when it had its first lady President in Mrs. Burgoyne. 
He concluded in characteristic fashion by saying it was a wonderful 
evening for himself and his wife, and paid a high compliment to 
our present Secretary. 'Where could you get a better name than 
Jock Thomson when you had a Big Tam before him?' 

Mr. C. Murray and Mr. Archie Ferguson of Australia both seized 
the opportunity to add their thanks to Mr. Dalgleish for doing so 
much for the Burns Movement throughout the world. Mr. Fred 
Belford, of Edinburgh, the veteran stalwart of the Federation, paid 
his own tribute in his own breezy fashion and a happy evening 
closed with votes of thanks to all who had taken part in the arrange
ments and in the evening's proceedings. 

Mr. Dalgleish was born at Flemington, Peeblesshire, where his 
father was a shepherd. He left school at l 3f years of age, and had a 
variety of country jobs (he even tried coal-mining!) before he 
turned to the timber trade for a living. He made rapid progress 
and eventually became head forester at Coldstream. 

Ten years later he was head forester to Lord Howard de Walden 
on the Kilmarnock Estates. By 1946 he was starting out on his own, 
and although his early days as a free-lance forestry consultant were 
difficult, he always paid his way and gradually became a name in 
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the land. He was quick to adopt the most modern methods in 
tile-laying-a million a year-and in afforestation. His work 
gradually spread from the West Highlands to Glasgow, to the 
North, Midlands and South of England. Firm, determined and out
spoken, nevertheless he has always carried with him a body of the 
most loyal workers. And no wonder, for knowing the difficulties 
of men working in lonely places, he has given them the finest type 
of caravan, eating and living quarters when they are on a long job. 
Now that Tom is retired, he can look back with pride on what he 
has made, and be sure that it is well done. His modern Head-Office 
in Kilmarnock houses some of the finest equipment to be seen any
where. This is the man who was honoured by the Burns Federation 
in May, 1970, for his work for them as Secretary-Treasurer, for his 
speeches in America in 1965 and for his world tour of Burns Clubs 
in 1966. One wonders how on earth he got time to do all, and to 
do it so successfully. 

'That man shall flourish like the trees 
Which by the streamlets grow, 
The fruitful top is spread on high 
And firm the root below.' 

(Burns's Paraphrase of the First Psalm) 
ALEX. MACMILLAN 



SIR WALTER SCOTT-A BI-CENTENARY ASSESSMENT 
by CHARLES C. EASTON, F.S.A.SCOT. 

At a distanoe in time of two hundred years and after the exhaustive 
sifting of all the relevant evidence that's likely now to become 
available, it is still difficult to decide whether Sir Walter Scott's 
career was more a tragedy than a success. Or to put it antithetically, 
a successful tragedy rather than a tragic success. 

Perhaps an admixture of the two will be found to come nearest to 
the final truth, although here, at the outset, let it be debated whether 
many of the tragic overtones in the story have not been played down, 
if not worse and deliberately ignored, amid the adulation of the man 
himself and the gratitude for his mighty contribution to Scottish 
and, indeed, world literature. 

Whatever successes Scott did achieve, and it would be foolish 
in the extreme to gainsay they were many and outstanding, giving 
much pleasure and pride to the man himself and to those con
nected with him, there is evidence that Fate did not deal over 
kindly with him in those four vital aspects of his life-the limitations 
in his chosen career; his experience of blighted love; his unfulfilled 
family aspirations; and, without question, the greatest tragedy of all, 
that final collapse of his cherished hopes and plans. 

As we try to trace these several circumstances and in the doing 
have to advert on those who down the years have taken it on them
selves to write and speculate on them, in one form or another, it is 
impossible not to subscribe to the view that Scott, in some respects 
at any rate, shared the fate of Burns, namely that he was unfortun
ate in some of his biographers. 

In his great self-imposed and willingly undertaken task, John 
Gibson Lockhart is at pains to stress that his plan was not to 
'Boswellise'. For this, understandably, he had his own and the best 
of reasons-he was, after all, a member of the family; but even so, 
one cannot help feeling, ploughing through that massive and masterly 
work, a supreme achievement in literature let it be here and now 
confessed, that it might have benefited and not a little if he had 
'Boswellised' a bit on occasions. 

As Lockhart himself expressed it, his object was to make use 
'wherever it was possible of his own-Scott's-letters and diaries, 
rather than of any other material.' Or again, 'I am not going to 
peep and botanise upon his grave'. 

Without question, these are motives and intentions highly 
honourable and commendable. At the same time, than Lockhart 
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himself none appreciated better the compilation that lay before 
him, and which he was doing for posterity. His Life, as he 
could not have failed to realise, considering his privileged position 
vis-a-vis the subject, was bound to be the standard work on Scott. 
Who else could have readier access to all the mass of material 
available? Moreover, he was possessed, and knew this too, of the 
great literary skills required, qualities he was endowed with in ample 
measure for the great task. 

After Scott's death, by which time his admiration for the great 
man had grown to something akin to reverence, Lockhart enjoyed 
the greatest benefit of all, access to Sir Walter's confidential papers. 
He had been appointed an executor, as he was to be also, in later 
years, in the case of Sir Walter's son, his namesake, the second 
Walter and the second Baronet. 

Lockhart himself had emphasised, as already stated, that he was 
to make use and to the maximum extent of Scott's own diaries and 
correspondence. This he certainly did, but in the case of the former, 
the diaries, his materials were limited unfortunately. For all his 
voluminous writing, and Scott must have been one of the letter 
writers par excellence of his day, he did comparatively little, on the 
other hand, in the way of keeping personal memoranda for much 
the greater part of his life. He says he regretted that himself. 

Early on, he did compile a record of sorts, a memorial of jottings 
and autobiographic scraps that he wrote about 1808 while at 
Ashestiel. He also kept his own 'log' of that memorable cruise he 
made on the lightship round the Scottish coast in 1818, in company 
with the father of R. L. S. and a select band of legal and social 
cronies. 

Scott's other personal jottings are something that posterity must 
ever be grateful for, especially when one has regard to the circum
stances in which they were penned, and the effort it must have taken 
to put down what he did. Here was the great unbaring of a man's 
soul, that vivid and oftimes touching day-to-day journal he kept 
after the crash. Who could ever read, but with the utmost compas
sion, such accounts of changes and vicissitudes faced by this great 
man and risen to majestically when the dread day came, and perforce 
he had to forego the luxuries of his beloved town residence and the 
great splendours of Abbotsford, and for what?-the dismal dis
comfort of Mrs. Brown's lodgings in North St. David Street. 

With Lockhart's other mine of material-Scott's letters-the 
position is quite different. There is no lack of them, at any stage in 
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the career, and here one feels justified in making a valid criticism of 
the biography. At a modest computation, about one half of the 
Life must consist of letters, some of them of quite astonishing length. 

There are reams alone to his parliamentary friends. Morritt 
alone accounts for several chapters, though this is perhaps excusable 
for his estate at Rokeby provided the setting and the title for one of 
the later pot-boiling poems. 

Much of the letter correspondence helps quite definitely to build 
up a finished portrait of the man. But we repeat, is it not rather 
overdone in the Life? Who, for example, nowadays except the 
serious student will trouble to wade through these letters, columns 
upon columns. 

Lockhart made use of what he considered should, in his judgment, 
go into the Life; but here, human nature being what it is and further 
in the more important matter of making comment or passing 
judgment on vital details that were within his own personal and 
privileged knowledge, one finds him concealing, at times to the 
extent of being annoyingly so. Nor was he on occasion, in spite of 
his fastidiousness, as scrupulously accurate as could be wished in 
giving the contents of some letters. But in this he may be forgiven. 
He was a busy man and the task of copying was carried out by 
relatives and friends. 

To be absolutely just, Lockhart, with one or two notable and 
rather unfortunate exceptions, was the first to admit mistakes 
when he made them; and furthermore like the great figure he was 
writing about, he had, in his own private life, more than his due 
share of personal misfortune, sadness and downright tragedy. 

Our criticism, such as it is, is levelled at him and again we trust 
impartially, over his use of all the material that was available to 
him, and the emphasis must be on the word all. Most vulnerable 
is he to this criticism for his concealment, for that is what it amounts 
to, of so much of the vital information that had come to him by 
virtue of his unique position in the Scott household. Not only do 
we find him aggravatingly reticent in the matter of possible revela
tions, but when he considered it justified, and that for reasons known 
only to himself, he goes so far as to be purposely mute. What 
about the wealth of untapped material, of which we have spoken, 
and to which Lockhart had exclusive access? 

There is another fault. Here, as at many other times in his 
lifetime, Lockhart was more than inclined to be opinionative. This 
was a legacy, no doubt, from his earlier days, in the legal and literary 
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hurly-burly of Edinburgh. On some controversial matters, he can 
even stand accused of being unjust. 

Nowhere did this come out more evidently than in that same 
Ballantyne affair, the long-drawn-out and viciously bitter controversy 
that arose out of the financial jungle of the Canongate printing 
establishment. 

This said, let us now tum to the complex saga of Scott's life, try 
to analyse it in its various parts, and decide whether it was the tragic 
success we have spoken of or the successful tragedy. 

Scott the Lawyer 

To say that he was forced into becoming a lawyer might be putting 
the case too strongly and unfairly, but against that, evidence there 
is that, in the family, it was expected he would become one, and so 
a lawyer he was. As events turned out, it becomes questionable 
whether his heart was ever really a hundred per cent in it; on the 
other hand, and of this he was fully aware, it was a calling from which 
many advantages were bound to accrue, not the least of them 
situations and circumstances that were to aid him greatly in his 
main career eventually, that of a professional writer. The meticulous 
training and specialised background to be acquired in a law office 
comes out time and again in his writings; his knowledge of life 
and people could hardly have been broadened more by any other 
means; and besides, viewed from his personal advancement in the 
world and in society, what more alluring attraction was there in 
Edinburgh than 'La Noblesse de la Robe'? 

Scott could be said, in addition, to have been bred to the pro
fession. His father, also Walter Scott, was a Writer to the Signet, 
and as such a most worthy personage, held in the highest respect; 
while according to undisputed tradition, he provided the original 
for that most upright man of the law so faithfully portrayed after
wards by his son as 'Sanders Fairford' in Redgauntlet. 

Nor in his choice was the young Walter limited by his well known 
physical handicap, that lameness in his right leg, the legacy of a 
childhood illness. Indeed, Scott's lameness seems to have acted as a 
spur, urging him on to feats that otherwise might have been denied 
him. 

He even did his share of soldiering-the Napoleonic scares were 
much in the air-but his great passion was for outdoor sports, and 
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all credit to him here, for he became an accomplished, they even said, 
a fearless horseman, a quality in which he was to be emulated later 
by his son and namesake. These manly attributes in the youthful 
law apprentice were matched by a pleasing personality and person
able appearance, and with other family circumstances to back him 
up, one could have expected him not only to advance in his profes
sion but to become an ornament in it. 

The best of Edinburgh's doors were open to him. Apart from his 
father's legal standing, there was the other social lift on his mother's 
side-she, Anne Rutherford, the daughter of a leading physician 
and professor in the ancient medical school of Edinburgh, and 
moreover, the descendant herself of a noted Border family, the 
Swintons of Swinton. With this equally well-founded pedigree on 
the Scott side, altogether the omens were well set for him when, on 
the l 5th of May, 1786, the following entry was set down in the historic 
minute book of the Society of Writers to the Signet: 'Compeared 
Walter Scott, and presented his indenture, dated 31st March last, 
entered between him and Walter Scott, his son, for five years from 
the date thereof, under a mutual penalty of £40 sterling'. 

Young Walter was then 15 years old. Even in those early days, 
and after settling down to the somewhat dry-as-dust routine in his 
father's chambers, one wonders what the embryo lawyer really had 
his sights on, career wise. We read that he didn't take over-kindly 
to the monotonous work of copying and engrossing, but that can 
scarce be held as a fault; and if his interests and ambition were to 
lead him to more imaginative forms of writing, he was not by any 
manner of means the first and only lawyer who forsook the realms 
of pleading and processes for those of fiction and fantasy. 

Not all his apprenticeship was spent in daily drudgery in the 
elderly Scott's office. There were the meetings with his many 
legal cronies, some of them to become lifelong friends and friends 
indeed in time of need. More important, and perhaps the most 
valuable aside from his desk duties, there were those visits to othe 
parts of Scotland-the calls on his father's clients, as the old man 
became less fit to travel around, the journeyings literally here, there 
and everywhere, all things that were to give him that unrivalled 
knowledge of his native Scotland and her people. Is it surprising 
that, in the end, the itch to write became too powerful, that he just 
had to become a writer? 

Called to the bar, as an advocate in 1792, and that at the com
paratively early age even then of 21, he must have made tolerably 
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good progress. But he was making even better progress in his 
appreciation and estimation of his fellows, his shrewd weighing-up 
of mankind generally. One thinks of coevals like Willie Oerk, later 
to find a place for all time in literature as 'Darsie Latimer'. How 
many other portraits from life was he to draw? 

His experiences as a pleader were also to be turned to literary 
advantage. 

With relish one reads anew his defence of the Galloway minister, 
accused among other accounts of 'toying with a sweetie-wife', 
remembering, in the bygoing, that other minister who kissed the 
fiddler's wife! 

That he was also, in the meantime, making steady if not 
spectacular advancement in his profession is shown by the fact that 
his advocate colleagues thought sufficiently high of his capabilities 
to make him curator of their library, another big aid surely to any 
writer with literary aims in view. Where, in the length and breadth 
of Scotland, could one find a greater repository of national 'facts 
and figures'? 

If a turning point must be fixed in Scott's legal career, the year 
1799 would seem to mark the date. In the spring his father had 
died, and though the son succeeded as one would expect in the 
business, there may already have been in Scott's own mind doubts 
and misgivings whether he would make a success of it. Earlier on 
in his own career, the father had done well, had indeed become a 
man of substantial fortune but latterly the trend had been downhill, 
aggravated doubtless by declining health, and in consequence, 
towards the close, the father's personal fortune had dwindled 
considerably. Later still, when another and younger son, Thomas 
Scott, assumed the running of it, the outcome was financial failure. 

Walter Scott must have thought it prudent, in the circumstances, to 
cast around for other fry for his legal net, for in December of that 
same year we find him accepting the post of Sheriff Depute of 
Selkirk. The salary was £300 a year. Even then, he didn't give up 
entirely his private legal practice, for the record shows that it was 
bringing him then his highest income to date, in fees a sum of £218 
for his year's work. 

How was he to anticipate that, in his novel-writing heyday, he was 
to make that and more with a single day's work at his writing desk! 

Nor was he to know then that a Border lord-not one of his friends 
that-were-to-be in that exalted scale-was to be the man who was to 
affect the crucial turning point in his legal-literary career. Lord 
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Napier of Ettrick was the Lord Lieutenant of Selkirkshire, and 
because he insisted on his sheriff spending at least four months out 
of the twelve within the sheriffdom-a statutory requirement on 
which he could demand compliance-this was what brought Scott 
back to that part of Scotland which he loved so well and which 
now, for weal or woe, was to figure so largely in his life. To the 
Borders dutifully he went, although he was far from being a stranger 
in that part of Scotland. 

As an ailing child, it was there he had been taken to Smailholm, 
to live in recuperation with his uncle, the Whig farmer at Sandy 
Knowe. And it was there, too, in those happy carefree school days 
he made his first contact for good or ill-who shall say and in spite 
of Lockhart?-with the Ballantyne brothers. 

Lord Napier's insistence was to result, first, in Scott becoming the 
tenant of Ashestiel, a pleasant country house near Selkirk. Thus, 
in earnest, the Border story began. And though the legal part of it 
was to run for a good number of years yet, the career of Walter 
Scott had become much more that of him the author than of him 
the jurist. 

On top of his sheriffship, he had become a Clerk of Session, 
which meant a substantial rise in income, a further £1,300 a year; 
but this was as high as ever he was to rise in the legal hierarchy, 
though various other distinctions did by and by come his way 
professionally. His services were enlisted, for example, as secretary 
to the committee set up on Scottish Jurisprudence; and even as late 
as 1816, by which time he was much engaged in writing, and the 
more serious side of it, novel-writing, he had not altogether given 
up hope of further advancement. One of his targets was a seat on 
the bench, as one of the Barons of the Scotch Exchequer. 

That he didn't pursue this aim, at the time, appears and this 
somewhat surprisingly to have been due to, the advice tendered him 
by a man, another peer of the realm, and one whose views and wishes 
he ever respected, his patron, the Duke of Buccleuch, the same who, 
mid the rumblings of one of the early financial storms, came to his 
rescue with a timely loan of £4,000. 

The rest of the legal life is soon told. He had received his highest 
award from his Sovereign, his baronetcy, but when the Government 
in London sought to honour him afterwards with a Privy Councillor
ship, an honour he might have accepted and proudly before, the 
evil days had come and Scott was a man broken in health, with a 
mass of financial worries pressing about him. 
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His last major decision was to resign his Clerkship in 1830, a 
decision that was precipitated by an official move to reduce the 
the number of Clerks of Sessions from six to four. 

It had been a long and if not a notable career yet one distinguished 
by painstaking service, coupled with the charitable outlook one 
would expect from a man of Scott's make-up in his dealings with 
his fellow men. Even the Border poachers had reasons at times to 
appreciate the leniency of the Shirra ! 

Whether it all turned out as the career that Scott originally had 
planned is a debatable point. 

For much of the time, admittedly, it provided the professional 
and convenient facade behind which he carried on his writing, and 
more secretly and regrettably his maze of tangled dealings with his 
printers and publishers. One wonders if he had not been a lawyer and 
thus bound down by convention and the unwritten rule that those 
holding public office as he did should not inter-meddle in everyday 
business affairs, whether the financial disaster that wrecked his 
career might have been avoided. Certainly the final showdown 
could not have been so painfully embarrassing to the principal 
parties concerned, to Scott and his family most of all. 

For one thing, divorced from the law, he could have given his 
full time to writing and equally important, to the attendant affairs 
of business, for it was to the neglect of the latter, in the view at 
least of Lockhart, that was attributable most of the blame for the 
collapse of his commercial undertakings. In other words, what 
started as a career with countless opportunities and advantages
that is his private literary one as opposed to his official legal one
was in the end to become the rock on which his life's barque was 
eventually to founder, financially speaking and also character-wise. 

What must also be admitted is that for one reason or another
and his self-decided switch to writing was certainly the main one
Scott did not rise in his chosen profession as he might have done, 
and as many of his contemporaries, blessed with less talents, 
succeeded in doing. Did his pre-occupation with politics perhaps 
also hinder rather than help him? Perhaps there may not have been 
the requisite degree of judicial harshness about him. 

One can never equate Walter Scott with some of the more 
ruthless characters one recalls of the time on the Scottish bench
eccentrics like Lord Monboddo and Lord Gardenstone, the 
hanging Braxfi.eld, or even crafty old Auchinleck, the father of 
'Bozzy'. There was a great deal of the humanitarian, perhaps too 
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much, in Scott the lawyer. 
One goes back to the account that Lockhart was to pen after the 

great man breathed his last that autumn day at Abbotsford with 
the sound of his beloved Tweed the last thing to strike his dying 
ear. They had opened his great desk, the one he had specially made 
for his writing endeavours, and there revealed for the first time to 
eyes other than the owner's own were 'the most touching evidence 
of the lasting tenderness of his early domestic feeling'. Prominent 
among the relics, all carefully set out, was the silver taper stand 
which the young advocate had bought for his mother with his 'first 
five guinea fee'. 

Walter Scott had come a long and strange way from that career
dawning day. 

Romance 

To turn from things of law to those of lov~ makes a pleasing 
switch in a study of the Wizard of Waverley. 

In his Edinburgh, there were not many doors, even in the top 
brackets of Scottish society, that were not open or readily openable 
to the up-and-coming young advocate. 

If Scott's own correspondence be the guide, then two of his 
admirers early on were both ladies of title, Lady Louisa Stuart, the 
sister of the Marquis of Bute, and Lady Abercorn. Scott may never 
have been in love with either, but as one biographer has it 'With the 
former the correspondence is always on the footing of mere though 
close friendship, literary and otherwise, in part at least with Lady 
Abercorn I cannot help suspecting the presence, especially on the 
lady's side, of that feeling 

"Too warm for friendship, and too pure for love" 
which undoubtedly sometimes does exist between men and women 
who cannot and perhaps would not if they could, turn love into 
marriage'. 

Of another romantic attachment there is a hint from Scott himself 
in his references to a lady who was the 'Mary Duff' of his child
hood, as he recalled in the journal he kept towards the close of his 
life. She was a Miss Dalrymple, the daughter of Lord Westhall, a 
lord of Session, but if feelings ever did run deep here, little is known 
of the attachment and it must surely have been a rather fleeting 
affair. 

More serious was another youthful attachment, and here we find 
Scott in the unusual situation of not being above 'having an affair' 
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with a lady in a position in life considerably lower than himself. 
Perhaps her beauty and charms may have been the explanation. 

She was the daughter of a Kelso tradesman, and the romance, 
for such it was for a time, had its beginning when Scott holidayed, 
as he did each year, with his uncle Robert at his residence at Rosc
bank, in the Border burgh. The outcome was a succession of love 
poems, addressed by the budding poet to his fair enchantress. By 
even the lowest of Scott standards, they were poor indeed, but at 
least they show the strength of his feelings. 

The sequel was in the lady disappearing into Edinburgh, leaving 
no clue as to her whereabouts. Scott proved no mean detective; 
located where his admired one was living with an ailing aunt, and 
then followed the humorous interlude when, in order to do his 
courting at the house, and without the old lady's knowledge, he 
had to be secreted at times, in, of all uncomfortable places, a 
cupboard. It all provided more poems, some of them written in 
the selfsame cupboard. Indeed one of them is a gem, beginning, 
under the title, 

The Prisoner's Complaint-

Come Jessie I impatient grow
Come hither quick I pray, 
With meikle speed unlock the door 
I can no longer stay. 

The minutes into hours have grown 
Whilst I impatient wait, 
E'en your old aunt would pity have 
On my unhappy state. 

And then describing the cramped confines of his 'prison' 

Though tired of standing all this time 
I dare na stir a leg, 
Though wishing sair to stretch my arms, 
I canna move a peg. 

The glasses tremble at my breath 
So close to me they stand, 
Whilst jars are pressing 'gainst my feet, 
And jugs at either hand. 
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It's delightfully funny all of it, but it had a more serious sequel for 
Scott. When his ardour cooled, and he thought it time to break off 
the association, he asked the young lady-we know her only as 
Jessie-to return these poems written during the Edinburgh part 
of the courtship. But the lady refused, and worse, though Scott 
fortunately was not to know this, she had also kept the earlier 
poems, from the Kelso interlude. 

They have all since seen the light of day. Their only value is to 
shed this slight and unusual ray on the love story of Sir Walter 
Scott. As for the tradesman's daughter, one likes to record that 
in due course her kinswoman, the old aunt died, leaving her a small 
property. On the strength of this she married a medical student 
with whom she went to London where, to quote the original account 
bearing on the romance last century, 'she is now the mother of a 
thriving family'. 

With so many opportunities for the eligible bachelor that he was, 
it isn't surprising to find Scott eventually forming a firm attachment 
and this also, not surprisingly, with another lady of high birth, the 
daughter of a Scots baronet, Miss Stuart of Belches-the Lady 
Forbes that was later to be, and that same endearing character 
now identified in the novels as 'Green Mantle', though other 
similarities are also said to be traceable in certain other personages, 
among them Catherine Seton, Di Vernon and Lilias Redgauntlet. 

Some biographers are inclined to the view that this young lady 
was the only real love in Scott's life. This is a judgment that is 
perhaps unduly and rather cruelly unfair on the other young lady 
who was in due course to become Lady Scott. 

To Lockhart we look sadly and in vain for the information one 
would desire on such a delicate, though so vital, a portion of Sir 
Walter's life. Lockhart does describe one surprising aspect of the 
affair, however, namely the part taken by Scott's own father in 
being the means directly of terminating the romance. 

'No acquaintance appears to have existed between the fathers of 
the young people until things had advanced in appearance farther 
than met the approbation of the good Clerk to the Signet. Being 
aware that the young lady, who was very highly connected, had 
prospects of fortune far above his son's, he, upright and honourable 
man, conceived it his duty to give her parents warning that he 
observed a degree of intimacy which, if allowed to go on, might 
involve the parties in future pain and disappointment.' 

The final outcome Lockhart describes thus: 'It is sufficient to 
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say that after he had through several long years nourished the dream 

of an ultimate union with this lady bis hopes terminated in her 

being married to a gentleman of the highest character, to whom 

some affectionate allusions occur in one of his greatest works, and 

who lived to act the part of a most generous friend to his early 

rival throughout the anxieties and distresses of 1825 and 1826.' 

The successful rival was, of course, Sir William Forbes, head of 

the great Edinburgh banking family, and the unnamed benefactor 

who, as Lockhart says and though unknown to Scott himself at 

the time, was very largely responsible for extricating him from his 

immediate plight in the financial morass. 

Professor Saintsbury, though ever mindful of the proprieties, 

both literary and domestic, is more communicative, even while he 

does preface his account with these words: 'It is better to respect 

Scott's own reticence on a subject of which very little is known and 

of which he, like most gentlemen, preferred to say little or nothing'. 

In spite of this qualification and reservation, the Professor does 

express his own personal view that the affection appeared to have 

been mutual between the two principals, but that the lady was 

probably not very eager to incur family displeasure by making a 

match below her rank and at that time distinctly imprudent in 

point of fortune. But the courtship, such as it was, appears to 

have been long and the effects of the loss indelible. 

This blighted romance was to recur as a torment to Scott's heart 

virtually for the rest of his life. We read how during a visit to St. 

Andrews long, long after and this also after the death of his wife, 

the memories of his youthful and long-lost love came flooding back. 

It makes sad reading, as Scott set it down in his diary: 
'I did not go up St. Rule's tower as on former occasions. I sat 

down on a gravestone and recollected the first visit to St. Andrews 

now 34 years ago. What changes in my feelings and my fortunes 

have taken place-some for the better, many for the worse. I 

remembered the name I then carved in runic characters on the turf 

beside the castle gate and I asked why it should still agitate my heart.' 

These same sad thoughts of remembrance were once more in his 

mind when later, and amid the distresses resulting from the collapse 

of his worldly fortune and while he was still living in those sorely 

cramped domestic conditions in Edinburgh, he called on the 

bereaved and widowed mother of his one-time love. Let him again 

describe his feelings himself: 'I went to make a visit and fairly 

softened myself, like an old fool till I was fit for nothing but shedding 
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tears ... This is sad work. The very grave gives up its dead and 
time rolls back thirty years to add to my perplexities.' 

To apply now the phraseology of more modem days and to say 
that Scott, love-wise, was 'caught on the rebound' might not be 
very far from the truth. 

In exactly a year, after the loss of the young Belches heiress, he 
became engaged to Miss Charlotte Margaret Carpenter or Char
pentier, an immigree of French origin. It was a brief courtship, and 
one surprising fact about the subsequent marriage was that neither 
of Scott's parents were present ·at the ceremony which took place, 
very quietly, at Carlisle. This may well be explained, however, by 
the fact that his father by then was in a poor state of health. 

Was the marriage a success? There seems no reason at all to 
doubt that it was, whatever Scott's own inner feelings may have 
been at times. One biographer, while extolling the lady's beauty 
and other personal qualities, all 'unusually attractive', makes the 
qualification that she does not seem to have been extremely wise 
and was entirely unliterary. 'But,' adds he, 'neither of these defects 
is a causa redhibitionis in marriage; and she was certainly a faithful 
and affectionate wife. At any rate, Scott made no complaints, if 
he had any to make, and nearly the most touching passage in the 
Diary is that written after her death.' 

From the blanks left in Lockhart's narrative and the little that 
Scott himself likewise disclosed about such personal affairs, the 
full account of his love story, such as it is, can never be told. We 
would revert therefore to Saintsbury's account, and while conceding, 
as he does, the 24 years of undoubted happiness that Sir Walter 
enjoyed during his marriage to his 'dear Charlotte', we would 
recall the professor's telling reminder about Scott's heart-how 
after that cruel first and obviously lasting blow it was not 'healed', 
only 'handsomely pieced'. 

Family 

To postulate that Scott was a snob might be judged both uncharit
able and untrue. Yet, in spite of the fact that he mixed all his life 
with all stratas of society, with him so long the lion of Scotland 
and Abbotsford the mecca for pilgrims of all orders and from far 
and near, there was about the great man, as he confesses himself in 
some of his writings, a certain diffidence, a reserve that amounted 
almost at times to shyness. 
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The Professor judges him to have been 'really indifferent about 
his title, except as an adjunct to these possessions and as something 
transmissible to and serving to distinguish the family he longed io 
found'; and while taking the point that his address no doubt both 
in writing and conversation was more ceremonious than would 
now be customary, Saintsbury comes out strongly here with this: 
'No instance of the slightest servility on his part, to rank, much less 
to riches, has been produced'. One could take issue, it may be 
ventured to say, with the learned professor on this controversial 
count. 

On one thing, career-wise, all writers are agreed, and that was Sir 
Walter's ambition, the more so after he became titled, to found a 
family dynasty that would be a credit to him as its progenitor, to 
themselves, and to their native land. It was a motive highly 
commendable. 

A long story could be written about this, and only in more recent 
times has Scott's great desire been, in the main, achieved. At not 
one but several junctures there was in fact a real danger that the 
line of Scott of Abbotsford, so nobly established by its founder, 
might, in the event, be one of the great Scottish ancestral glories 
that were. More than once it was the distaff side that came to the 
rescue. 

At one time, there was but a solitary living descendant left. And 
of course, the title itself remained for long in dormancy. It had 
indeed, and for a long period, come under the category of being 
declared extinct. 

Again we have here a story that has its chapters of deep tragedy. 
In 1832 when Sir Walter died-he having been predeceased by 

Lady Scott six years before-there was a surviving family of two 
sons and two daughters. Of the former the record is shortly told. 
The second Baronet, Walter, had succeeded to the title on his father's 
demise, but as may be gleaned from the passing reference to him 
in Lockhart, his life was comparatively uneventful. Of the spark 
of literary genius he had none. The highlights were his army 
career where he rose to command a regiment of Hussars, the 1 Sth, 
in India; and his marriage to a Fife heiress, Miss Jane Jobson of 
Lochore. The circumstances of the marriage settlement were one 
of the highly controversial issues in the financial disasters and result
ing post mortems in '25 and '26. 

He died, somewhat unexpectedly and at the comparatively early 
age of forty-six, off the Cape of Good Hope while returning to 
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England from India in 1847. There were no children of this 
marriage. 

Of the younger son, Charles, the details are even scantier. After 
a mediocre university career at Oxford, and largely through his 
father's connections in 'high places', an appointment was found for 
him in the Diplomatic Service, and he died at Teheran in Persia in 
1841, six years before the death of his elder brother. A passing 
query, was he called Charles-a new name in the family-after his 
mother? 

The two daughters, who were much more interesting characters 
and personalities in their own right, both died at comparatively early 
ages-Anne in 1833 after receiving her royal pension. She it saw 
who bore the brunt of the strains and sorrows, due to the illness 
and then the deaths, first of the mother and then of the father. She 
never married. Sophia, Lockhart's devoted wife, survived but four 
years later, to 1837. 

Thus when the second Sir Walter died ten years after his remaining 
sister, in 1847, and his unmarried brother having predeceased 
him, there were left no direct family descendents bearing the name 
of Scott. The only remaining links with the first Sir Walter Scott 
of Abbotsford were Lockhart's own family-and of the original 
three of them only two remained. John Hugh, the Hugh Littlejohn 
immortalised in The Tales of a Grandfather, had died after a frail 
childhood, at the age of 10, in 1831. The two survivors were a 
son, Walter Scott Lockhart, and a daughter, Charlotte. The family 
names had been continued. 

The first-named succeeded to the estate, but not, of course, to 
the title when his uncle died. His was a short and sorry career. 

Not a few of the acute distresses of the last years of his father's 
life were caused by him. Spoilt obviously in his youth, by over
indulgent parents and grandparents in the background, he grew 
into a young man who could not and would not be guided-reckless, 
spendthrift and arrogant. He died eventually in Versailles in 1853. 
He was but twenty-seven. 

On Charlotte Lockhart there thus remained the one hope of 
perpetuating the distinguished and landed family that had been 
the great hope of her grandfather. 

Six years before her brother's death, she had married in 1847 a 
young Edinburgh legal personality, a Queen's Counsel, Mr. J. R. 
Hope, the younger son of General Sir Alexander Hope of Ran
keilleour and Luffness, the Member of Parliament for West Lothian. 
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One her brother's death in 1853 she succeeded to Abbotsford and 
they assumed the additional surname of Scott, becoming Mr. and 
Mrs. Hope-Scott. The latter-Lockhart's Charlotte and the last 
of his children-died in 1858, having had a family of three daughters, 
two of whom died in infancy. 

The third and survivor was a young daughter, Mary Monica, and 
she besides being the great-grand-daughter of the first Sir Walter 
Scott, was also his sole surviving descendant. 

From this point on, the family story was to take a much happier 
and hopeful turn. 

Mary Monica became the wife of the Hon. Joseph Constable 
Maxwell, third son of the 1 Oth Baron Herries, of Everingham Park, 
York, and of Caerlaverock Castle, Dumfriesshire. On their 
marriage, they too assumed the surname Scott, becoming the 
Maxwell-Scotts, the name now borne by their descendants at 
Abbotsford. 

They had a family of eight, and when Mrs. Maxwell-Scott died 
in 1920, the property passed in turn to their eldest son Major General 
Walter Maxwell-Scott, and it was he who had restored to him a 
title at Abbotsford, another baronetcy, and so was history repeated. 
It was in 1932, in order to commemorate the centenary of the death 
of the great novelist, his great-great-grandfather, that he was made 
a hereditary knight by King George V. He died as recently as 1954, 
and is among the many members of the family who share with Sir 
Walter Scott the ancestral burial ground at Dryburgh Abbey. 

Two years before he died, General Sir Walter recorded this about 
his family in the official guide to Abbotsford: 'As four of us married 
and had children and grand-children, there are now, including my 
two daughters, nineteen living descendents of Sir Walter Scott'. 

Today, the family circle is wider still; and so, after all those 
trials and tribulations and also periods of much happiness and well
doing, one of the great hopes of this great man is at last being ful
filled, and in a manner that would have brought him joy. 

Disaster 

Without question, the most momentous single happening in Sir 
Walter Scott's whole career was the collapse practically overnight of 
his financial fortune, and linked with that his personal reputation. 

The immediate causes were, of course, the failure of the printing 
venture with which he had been associated, secretly and over many 
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years, with the brothers of his boyhood days in the Borders, James 
and John Ballantyne. A third brother, Sandy, figures only slightly 
and intermittently in their affairs. But as showing the extent to 
which their monetary matters were so inextricably bound up, it is 
worth recording that in the very week of Lady Scott's death, in 
May 1826, Alexander Ballantyne came to Scott's assistance with a 
timely loan of £600. 

The Ballantyne collapse was in turn bound up with the bank
ruptcies of allied publishing houses in the trade-Constable in 
Edinburgh and Hurst and Robinson in London. They were not 
alone in their misfortunes. Printers and publishers alike were 
going through lean and troublous times about the middle of the 
third decade of last century, although for our purpose it would 
be futile at this date and wearisome to recapitulate the full story of 
the succession of crises, long even before the final one, and how, in 
the particular case of the house of Ballantyne, debts had piled 
remorselessly upon debts until Scott, as the principal partner
though this fact wasn't known to members of his own family, not 
even to Lockhart who was his complete confidant in everything 
else-was engulfed at the last in a desperate and unavailing effort 
to retrieve a situation that had been hopeless from the start. Prac
tically overnight, the novelist who was Edinburgh's leading citizen, 
its Freeman and all the rest, became a ruined man. 

What here we are concerned with is the extent of Scott's respon
sibilities in the affair; and still more to our purpose, the subsequent 
policy followed by Lockhart in apportioning the blame. Especially 
have we to consider the singularly unkind attitude he displayed 
against John and James Ballantyne, to the almost complete excul
pation of his father-in-law. Here Lockhart was much less than 
fair. 

In the main, he followed two lines of argument-first that Scott 
was not a business man who was sufficiently versed in the doings 
of the trade to be completely au fait therefore with all that went 
on in the Canongate establishment; and second, that the Ballan
tynes, and John more than James, made him their dupe; all this 
in their efforts, and successfully, to get money out of him, the money 
being necessary to finance, and in the case of John in particular, 
their exaggerated standards of life, all this being the more reprehen
sible, in Lockhart's view, considering the somewhat lowly p0sitions 
they occupied-his assessment again-in the business and social 
life of the Capital. The snob in the biographer would out. 
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The surprismg thing is that subsequent writers have, in the 
main, very largely taken his side, backing his stand in what was 
to become, during his lifetime, a long and bitter controversy. 
Even the Illinois University study, which is scrupulously 
unbiased in other respects, takes the Lockhart line practically 
without reservation. The point at which they have doubts they get 
over with this rather lame qualification: 'Apart from the Ballantyne 
affair, readers today will concede Lockhart's fairness towards all 
who figure in the narrative of Scott's life'. With respect, one would 
like to ask if they skipped the chapters dealing with James Hogg? 

We shall return to the Americans later, but would note in the 
meantime that Saintsbury, who went closer into the question than 
most, was forced to admit that between the case for Scott on the 
one hand, and the Ballantynes on the other, 'it is impossible to 
decide with absolute certainty'. 

Other and more recent writers have had similar doubts. However, 
one new work, reviewed here in the Chronicle only in the last issue, 
Eric Quayle's The Ruin of Sir Walter Scott, makes no bones about 
which side it is on. The author comes down well nigh unreservedly 
on the side of the Ballantynes. Justice belatedly would appear to 
be being done! 

Muddleheaded though they certainly seem to have been in 
many of their dealings, the two Ballantynes can nevertheless claim 
much sympathy and support when it comes to arraigning them for 
their alleged misdeeds and this done dispassionately and by way of 
unprejudiced trial. When did they ever cease to give all their 
attention and the benefits of what talents they possessed to Scott 
himself and his multifarious concerns, financial and otherwise? 

The long and the short of the story would seem to be, as Mr. 
Quayle brings out, that Scott brought his monetary calamities on 
himself very largely through his own actions, and deliberate actions 
they were, the first and principal of them being his stupidly lavish 
expenditure on Abbotsford and his insatiable craving to buy more 
land. Let it not be forgotten either that it was on his recommend
ation and his alone that James Ballantyne, trained like himself, be 
it noted, as a lawyer, gave up his modest but thriving business as 
a printer in Kelso, to hie himself to Edinburgh where, according 
to Scott's glowing accounts, there were opportunities unlimited to 
expand his skills and his business. 

For many years, on the surface at least, all was to go well for the 
parties concerned, the brother John, the horsey man, with his 

c 



66 SIR WALTER SCOTT 

penchant for wine, song and a comely wench if all accounts be true, 
having been introduced into the printing-bookselling-auctioneering 
activities at a later date than James. Then in 1825, and at Christmas 
time, came the first rumblings of a showdown. The larger firms in 
Edinburgh and London failed simultaneously or more correctly 
conjointly because of the involved inter-mixture of their financial 
affairs, and down with them went the Ballantynes. Their's alone 
were debts of some £117,000, according to one estimate, and at 
that time that was a very considerable sum. 

Assets they had to claim against the other two firms, Constable 
and Hurst and Robinson, but they realised a mere trifle; their great 
asset and shield, and of most importance to us now, being 'the pro
perty, the genius, the life and the honour of Sir Walter Scott'. The 
words quoted are Professor Saintsbury's. 

Scott was not an old man in 1825, only 54; but the crushing 
blow of the collapse, with ruin staring him in the face, and the 
revelation after being successfully concealed for so long of his 
traffickings in commercial enterprises, combined with his failing 
health to make him for the remainder of his life a broken man. 
A man, too, deserving of compassion, in spite of any criticisms we 
may have to make. 

Who can read his diary without its evoking sympathy; or the 
story of his last few remaining years as he wrote and wrote, in that 
last desperate attempt to wipe out his debts, and of greater import 
to him than all that, to restore once more his name untarnished? 

From posterity's point of view, the great pity is that his biographer 
did not act in a manner that could excite the same degree of admir
ation and respect. 

True, Lockhart does pay his tribute on some rare occasions, to 
the equally unfortunate Ballantynes, but when the crunch came, so 
far as he was concerned, if Sir Walter could not earn a complete 
Not Guilty verdict, then he was accorded at least a generous Not 
Proven. John and James Ballantyne, however, and the former 
now deceased and not able to defend himself, were adjudged Guilty 
on each and every count. 

Is it surprising, therefore, to find after James's death, and while 
the controversial dust had still not settled, that energetic steps should 
have been taken to vindicate the brothers? James's trustees, and 
naming with them his son, a boy only 16 years old, fired the first 
shots with the publication of a pamphlet, the first of a series that 
have become celebrated, so interestingly bound up are they with 
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the astonishing story of Scott and the Ballantynes, and of course 
also with Lockhart. 

The trustees called this first broadside, published in 1838, a 
'Refutation of the Mis-statements and Calumnies contained in 
Mr. Lockhart's life of Sir Walter Scott'. The terms of the title 
show the depth of their resentment and feelings. 

Fully sensible they declared themselves to be that 'if Mr. Ballan
tyne had been alive he would have defended himself with far greater 
ability and a much more intimate knowledge of the complex 
transactions they have been called upon to unravel, than they 
either possess or can in any degree pretend to'. 'Indeed,' continue 
their accusations, 'it is their firm belief that if their excellent friend 
had been spared, Mr. Lockhart would have put reign upon his 
imagination and hesitated to assert what he could not substantiate 
and what in such a case might have been more easily disproved.' 

In the sequel, the surprising thing is that the Press of the day, 
almost without exception, supported the Ballantynes. 

Lang rather quaintly gets over this with the observation: 'Sir 
Walter had never loved press-men; never sought, as he says, to 
make "what are called literary acquaintances".' The same could 
have been said of Lockhart himself-and he an editor. 

Perhaps it wasn't so strange or surprising, therefore, to find even 
the Times rallying to the side of the brothers. The main question 
raised by the pamphlet, that newspaper stated, was whether Lock
hart had taken the true view of the cause of Sir Walter Scott's 
embarassments in attributing them wholly to the mis-management 
of the Ballantynes. And the Times goes on : 'On this material 
point we think the present publication goes far to unsettle Mr. 
Lockhart's conclusion.' 

Even more pointedly it observes: 'The accounts now published 
lead strongly to the inference that Mr. Lockhart has misapprehended 
the nature of the bill transactions in which he ascribes the ruin of 
the firm of Ballantyne and Co., and that a very large proportion 
of the money which was obtained by them under the system of 
mutual accommodation between them and Mr. Constable was 
raised for the personal use of Sir Walter and applied by him in 
payment of his extensive and by no means profitable purchase of 
land'. 

So long as he remained in Edinburgh and even while maintaining 
open house, and in lavish degree, in North Castle Street, his 
monetary responsibilities were limited. He had his own legal 
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income, the profits from his books, Lady Scott's private income, 
limited but certainly welcome, and the odd family legacies from 
time to come. He was, in short, in easy circumstances. That until 
that more or less compulsory move to the Border country, at the 
insistence of Lord Napier, which as we stated early on was the crucial 
turning point in his career. Not that he set out at the beginning 
with any grandiose plans. But one purchase led to another; 
an initial modest outlay of £4,000 for the Tweed-side farm that 
he was afterwards to call Abbotsford, so giving it immortality, was 
soon followed by land deals that ran into tens and tens of thousands 
of pounds. Wouldbe sellers were quick to note an easy and profit
able market for their properties, although some of the land involved 
was actually of little intrinsic value. But the ill-starred process 
had begun. 

Abbotsford grew to its frontage of 150 feet, with, as Saintsbury 
describes it, 'its slightly confused but not disagreeable external 
muddle of styles'. Even when the final catastrophe was looming 
there were negotiations in train for still more land acquisitions, one 
costing no less than £40,000. 

The public can never know exactly how much was spent on 
Abbotsford. It's doubtful if its owner ever had a clear financial 
picture of his outlays. But on top of his estate, and allied with 
that the near-regal style that was maintained when the novelist 
was at the zenith of his career-with visitors ranging from foreign 
royalties and potentates down to the humble admirers calling to 
pay their respects-Scott was incurring other heavy commitments. 
It took thousands of pounds alone to launch his elder son on his 
military career. 

Even when he died, and after all his herculean efforts at clearing 
off the remaining encumbrances by that forced writing, the Ballan
tyne debts still amounted to fifty-five thousand pounds. This, too, 
after Sir William Forbes had more than once come to the rescue. 

Lockhart's reply to his alleged mis-handling of the disaster 
account was to take an unusual form. He called it, rather facetious
ly, 'The Ballantyne Humbug Handled'. He retracted little from his 
earlier writings, and some of his accusations against the Ballantynes 
were even stronger. They are still the 'niggers in the wood pile'. 
Sir Walter was ever the wronged party. 

But the Ballantyne side wasn't finished. They came away with 
a third pamphlet, their answer to the biographer's 'Humbug 
Answered'. It is the best, the most detailed of the series; but to it 
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Lockhart did not deign to reply. This was to be regretted, for the 
reverberations of the controversy were to continue long after, nor 
are they totally silenced even today. 

They might have been if an offer made by the trustees had been 
taken up at the time. There is something of a mystery here. In 
order, they stated, to protect the memory of James Ballantyne from 
the aspersions that had been cast on it, they disclosed they were in 
possession of additional documents that 'we should regret being 
compelled to lay before the public, not on account of the memory 
of Mr. Ballantyne but that of Sir Walter Scott'. These particulars 
they were prepared to show to any gentlemen in whom the two 
sides had confidence, and among the latter they mentioned by 
name Professor Wilson (Christopher North of the 'Noctes'). 

The pamphlet then concludes: 'This fair offer, an offer the spirit 
of which malice itself could not misinterpret, was by Mr. Lockhart's 
directions peremptorily and rudely rejected. Mr. Lockhart pub
lished his pamphlet in which his original injuries were aggravated 
a hundred fold; and nothing remained for us but to appeal once 
more to the candour and justice of the public.' 

Why did Lockhart reject this offer? We seek in vain for an 
answer. Were there more skeletons in the cupboard than he, ever 
cautious about any delicate disclosures, was prepared to let the 
public see? 

On the other hand and in scrupulous fairness to the biographer, 
it must be admitted that afterwards he refused to retract any of his 
allegations. Lang, his biographer, and other writers of note have 
also, in the main, and subsequently taken his side. The American 
study made this its summing up: 'It is sufficient to say that though 
his tone in the Life of Scott could with advantage have been a more 
generous one, Lockhart's allegations have never been disproved; 
as far as we can tell they were true'. 

Professor Saintsbury, very definitely pro-Lockhart, even had his 
reservations on this count. He refers to Scott's 'foolish fault' of 
engaging in business. 

'Even now' he wrote 'I think it would hardly be considered decent 
for a public servant, discharging judicial functions, to carry on 
actual business in a private trading concern. Moreover the secrecy 
which Scott observed-to such an extent that his family and his 
most intimate friends did not know the facts-could come from 
nothing but a sense of something amiss and certainly led to the 
commission of not a little that was so.' 
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The Professor goes on: 'Scott had to conceal the actual and very 

material truth when he applied to the Duke of Buccleuch for the 

guarantee that saved him a dozen years earlier. He had to conceal 

it from various persons who employed Ballantyne and Co., and 

were induced to do so by him. He had to conceal it when he 

executed those settlements on his son's marriage, which certainly 

would have been affected had it been known that the whole of his 

fortune was subject to unlimited liability.' 
Sir Walter was himself much more a man of business than some 

would sometimes have us believe. His and his alone were the 

decisions to spend those huge sums on Abbotsford, and was not 

this, frankly, the prime cause of the eventual disaster-in other and 

plainer terms, the case of a man over-reaching himself in acquiring 

mere worldly possessions? 
Sir Walter Scott was an ambitious man. Dearly he paid for his 

ambitious faults and follies. 

We have reached the point where we must make our appraisal

and reach a final decision. 
The assessments need not occupy us long. 
To take the sections individually, and first that dealing with Scott 

the lawyer. His career was honourable but not over distinguished. 

If he had further directed his aims at advancement in the legal 

direction and there alone, he could well have become a notable 

judge of the Scotland of the early 19th century. There were lots of 

these, but if this had been his course, there would have been no 

Sir Walter Scott, the novelist. Waverley would never have seen the 

light of day; the Lay and Marmion would not have been penned. 

Scotland, in short, would have lost-Burns excepted-her greatest 

man of letters. 
Without being in possession of all the facts, and that can never 

now be possible, it is more difficult to pass judgment on Scott's 

'romantic life', if the phrase may be pardoned. We have seen how 

he lost his first and perhaps fondest love, directly as a result of his 

father's somewhat surprising interference. Going on the supposition 

that this had not happened, one is tempted to speculate how 

happy he might have been and how successful domestically the 

union would have proved had he had his way and been allowed to 

marry the fair and wealthy Miss Stuart of Belches. 
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Against this, there is no denying the fact that Scott's marriage 
was a felicitous one; that his and Lady Scott's was a happy fireside; 
and that, as a family, its members were strongly attached and most 
devoted. 

But if a man, who after he has taken his life's partner, refers as 
feelingly as Scott was to do on 'what might have been', are there 
not grounds for concluding that his 'love life' -horrid modem 
phrase-was not the complete epitome of happiness that he had 
hoped it to be? 

Of that great ambition in Scott's life to establish a distinguished 
line to follow him, we have said sufficient already to show that on 
more than one occasion it appeared as if his dearest hopes here 
were not to be realised. Again it is a story with more than its fair 
elements of tragedy, the most touching aspect of all being Lockhart's 
experience with his wayward son. 

Happily today there is an ending that would have gladdened the 
heart of the man who was the origin of it all. Disappointments at 
the start have been more than compensated for by the events that 
have followed. 

To go again into the story of the last sad days is unnecessary, for 
little can be added to alter the verdict. 

This was the tragedy supreme of Scott's life, and he was a man 
who had had many crosses to bear. In itself it would have been 
enough to break the heart and spirit of many men; that Scott 
surmounted it in fairly large measure speaks volumes for the human 
qualities of the great man whose life we have been trying to study. 
But tragedy it was-dire and devastating. 

What says then the quivering balance? Success and happiness, 
so much of them in the one scale. But observe how the other 
becomes weighted down, lower and lower. That limited success in 
the law career; the set-back to his romantic hopes; the bitter-sweet 
story of his family aspirations; and finally, the one thing to tip 
the balance decisively, those disastrous months in the winter of '25 
and '26, with the sorrowful aftermath at Dryburgh Abbey that 
September day in 1832. 

So, Sir Walter Scott we judge to have been a man who did truly 
outstanding things and became himself a truly outstanding figure; 
but in the final count, there was more sadness than sunshine 
during his all-too-short 61 years, and our concluding verdict must 
be that his career was more a successful tragedy than a tragic 
success. 



TAM O' SHANTER RIDES AGAIN 

BURNs's POEM BROUGHT TO LIFE 

The 3rd of June, 1970, marked an event which would have delighted 
Burns. On that day Tam o' Shanter's famous ride was not only 
brought to life but was re-enacted to the life. 

True, Tam set out alone on a night when even' ... a child might 
understand, The Deil had business on his hand'. This time he rode 
forth in daylight, in perfect weather no less, with a brave company 
of 44 riders in support. The part of the doughty grey mare Meg 
was taken by Dice, a 7-year-old gelding belonging to Mr. Ian 
Galbraith of Ayr Riding School. 

Outside the Tam o' Shanter Museum in the High Street of Ayr, a 
large crowd awaited the start of the ploy. Mr. John Gray, Curator 
of the Museum and an Hon. President of the Burns Federation, 
stood at an open window, overlooking the assembly, and set the 
scene by reciting appropriate lines from the poem. He was dressed 
as Burns and, indeed, bore an uncanny resemblance to him. 

Then Tam, played by Bob Kellie, took reluctant leave of the 
landlady (Susan Bowman), the landlord (Alex. McPherson) and 
Souter Johnie (Allan Stoddart). As the Ayrshire Post reported, 
'This group, all properly made up and costumed, presented a 
delightful little cameo, the effect of which was unfortunately 
largely lost because of the pressure of the crowd.' 

'Weel mounted,' Tam left the High Street, followed by horses and 
ponies ridden by members of Ayr Riding Club, the Eglinton 
Branch of the Pony Club and six members of Kilmardinny Riding 
Oub, Bearsden. 

Meanwhile, an even bigger crowd awaited Tam and his cavalcade 
at the famous Brig. For half an hour before his arrival, the scene 
had been set by Alloway Primary School Choir, trained by Mrs. 
Joyce Orr; and by piper Drew McKissock. 

When the big moment arrived and Tam and Meg had crossed 
the key-stane of the Brig, Mr. Gray concluded the poem with the 
warning: 

Whene'er to drink you are inclin'd, 
Or cutty sarks run in your mind, 
Think! ye may buy the joys o'er dear, 
Remember Tam o' Shanter's mare. 

Provost of Ayr, Mr. Donald C. McLean, welcomed the Ride and 
complimented Ayr Riding Club and Ayr Bums Club on their 
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organisation and enterprise. Mr. Andrew Charters, president of 
Ayr Bums Club; and ex-Ayr provost, Mr. Alexander S. Handyside, 
Hon. President of Ayr Riding Club, who the previous year as 
Provost welcomed the first Burns Ride at the Brig, also spoke. The 
proceedings closed with 'Auld Lang Syne' sung, unaccompanied, 
by Mrs. Orr, who had conducted the Alloway School Choir. 

With this second commemorative Burns Ride, it is obvious that 
it is an event which has come to stay. The Ayrshire Post sees it as 
part of the 'very stuff of jet-age tourism'. 

The Ride is the brain-child of Mr. John Moore, B.Sc., who is 
Secretary of Ayr Riding Club. It was he who asked for the co
operation of Ayr Burns Club. For two years he has master-minded 
this event, even to the extent of seeing that every move from the 
Inn to the Brig was rehearsed and timed. His imaginative approach 
and hard work certainly deserve the success which marked the 
commemorative Bums Ride of 1970. 



BOOK REVIEW 

ROBERT BURNS: MAN AND POET: A Round, Unvarnished 

Account. By Robert T. Fitzhugh. (Houghton Mifflin Com

pany, 2 Park Street, Boston.) $10.00. 
REVIEWED BY THE EDITOR 

When this handsomely produced book came to hand, I was 

pleasurably excited at the prospect of reading it. The author is 

Professor of English at Brooklyn College at the City University of 

New York and he is also a recognised Burns scholar. To facilitate 

his work, Professor Fitzhugh acknowledges, Brooklyn College gave 

him a reduced teaching load for two semesters and he was thus 

enabled to write 'in the relaxed quiet of a New York State farm

house'. 
According to the blurb, the book is 'the culmination of a lifetime 

interest'. Nevertheless, I confess to disappointment, for overall this 

work amounts to what we in Scotland regard as 'Cauld kail bet 

again'. I feel that perhaps Professor Fitzhugh came to the writing 

of it too late, that he has, in fact, lost his earlier enthusiasm for his 

subject. 
He appears to have been on the fringe of something important 

when he discloses that he was refused access to a considerable body 

of material in the nineteen thirties. The reason was that it would 

have ruined 'the romantic concept of Burns' and Professor Fitzhugh 

evidently assumes that the situation regarding this material is 

probably unchanged. Unless fresh material does come to light, then 

it seems we cannot expect anything but the old, familiar story which 

is told here. 
In fairness, however, we must point out that, for those readers 

who are unacquainted with Burns, Professor Fitzhugh's book 

provides an excellent introduction to the poet's life. 



OBITUARY 

MR. THOMAS W. DALGLEISH, O.B.E., F.S.F. 

It is with deep regret we record that, in the early hours on Sunday 
morning, 4th October, 1970, Mr. Thomas W. Dalgleish, O.B.E., 
F.S.F., died suddenly at his home in Kilmarnock. He was in his 
sixty-ninth year. 

Although most of us were aware of his serious ill health, which he 
so courageously fought and sometimes ignored, the news of his 
death instilled in everyone who knew him a deep sense of loss. 

Over 200 mourners, many of them from Burns Oubs in Scotland 
and England attended the funeral service at Masonhill Crematorium, 
Ayr, on 6th October. 

Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, President of the Burns Federation, was 
present, and eight past presidents, Mr. Alex. MacMillan, Mr. A. 
Neil Campbell, Mr. Fred J. Belford, Mr. H. George McKerrow, 
Mr. Andrew Wilson, Mr. George Vallance, Dr. J. I. Taylor and 
Mr. D. J. Mclldowie also attended. An Australian representative 
and Hon. President, Mr. Alex. Johnstone, was able to be present 
shortly before his return journey home. 

Every seat in the chapel was occupied and a number stood during 
the service which was conducted by Rev. C. R. M. Bell, of the 
West High Church, Kilmarnock, where Mr. Dalgleish was a mem
ber of the Congregational Board. 

In the Burns Federation, Mr. Dalgleish's success was due to the 
fact that he was able to use his wide experience in business with such 
telling effect. Through his efforts, large sums of money were raised. 
The investment income from one magnificent gift is now assisting 
in the promotion of Scottish literature and the preservation of the 
Scottish language. Mr. Dalgleish also organised an appeal almost 
on his own to raise £10,000 for the restoration and redecoration of 
the Burns House Museum, Mauchline. As most readers know, 
the museum was opened in 1969. 

It was in 1959, following the death of Mr. John M. Irving, that 
Mr. Dalgleish became Interim-Secretary of the Burns Federation. 
He was officially elected Hon. Secretary at the annual conference 
at Glasgow in 1960 and at the annual conference at Dumfries the 
following year, he was also elected Hon. Treasurer. He remained 
in both offices until, at the quarterly meeting in March, 1969, he 
was forced to resign for health reasons. 

Let it not be forgotten, however, that, with his passing, the Royal 
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Scottish Forestry Society has also lost one of its outstanding men. 
He became a life member in 1925 and was its first working forester 
president in 1947. By then he was well established as a forestry 
consultant in Kilmarnock with a practice throughout Scotland. 
For many years, too, he did a tremendous job in forestry education, 
both as an examiner and as a member of committees dealing with 
non-university foresters' training in the years before the Industrial 
Training Boards were established. 

It is fitting that we add here an appreciation which appeared on 
9th October, 1970, in the Kilmarnock Standard. It echoes the 
sentiments of all those who knew the man. 

'Not only his wife and family will greatly miss Tom Dalgleish. 
Very many who had reason to be grateful for his generosity will 
mourn his passing, for, known only to those concerned, Big Tam, 
as he was affectionately known, helped many a lame dog over the 
stile. He was essentially a man's man, one who did not suffer fools 
gladly, and he never hesitated to call a spade a spade. In many 
ways Tom was, I think, misunderstood. A go-getter, as his success 
in business showed, he was inclined to bull-doze his way through, 
but that was only his method of getting things done. Underneath 
that sometimes domineering exterior he was a kindly and generous 
man and an enthusiast for any cause he took up. He never forgot 
that life is not only about material things but about people and if 
he could not do anyone a good tum he would certainly not do them 
a bad one. In the many spheres in life in which he was active he 
made and kept countless friends, and I feel sure that the knowledge 
that they have their sincere sympathy will help to sustain Mrs. 
Dalgleish and her family in their great loss.' 
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THIRD TRANSLATED PASSAGE FROM His WORK ON BURNS by 
JANE BURGOYNE 

THE LITTLE POPULAR POEMS 

JAMES I, THE SEMPLES OF BELTREES, HAMILTON OF GILBERTFIELD, 

ALLAN RAMSAY, ROBERT FERGUSSON 

In addition to the ballads and songs there is another class of poetry, 
entirely different, and yet very indigenous and peculiar to Scotland. 
It consists of short humorous poems which delight in popular 
customs and generally represent rustic scenes, village fetes, and 
the manners and pleasures of the country people. These little 
pictures are treated with a feeling of very sharp and very accurate 
realism and are full of humour, movement and jocular gaiety. They 
have a special form. They are written in a kind of lyric stanza 
ending in a refrain which is the same throughout the whole piece. 
The poet's task consists precisely in bringing back this refrain at the 
end of each stanza, by a twist which is at once ingenious and 
natural. When the poem contains some thirty verses, as frequently 
happens, it will be understood that there is some difficulty and some 
merit in tying them all with the same knot while preserving the ease 
and the pace of the narrative. This is an exercise in which Burns 
excelled from the beginning, and his first poems contain models of 
this feat of skill. In this class we may include familiar epistles, 
conceived in the same spirit, written in a similar form and filled with 
the same balanced, clear-sighted, bantering observation. 

While the oral poetry is to a great extent anonymous, these poems 
almost all bear the name of their authors. They are few in number 
and disappear, if one does not look carefully, under the mass of the 
ballads and songs. Nevertheless it is important to free them from 
this mass and to study them, for they contain a part of the vital 
spirit of Scotland and they explain the form of a considerable portion 
of the works of Burns. 

The curious thing is that the first two of these popular poems are 
attributed to James I, the poet king, perhaps the most remarkable 
monarch that Scotland ever had. His life was romantic, glorious 
and unfortunate. To protect him against the attempts on his life 
by the Duke of Albany, whom this child alone separated from the 
throne, his father, Robert III, had sent him to France at the age of 
fourteen. The vessel carrying him away had been intercepted by 
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the English, in defiance of a truce between the two countries. For 
nineteen years the young prince was held prisoner. He was brought 
up at the court of England, where he learned to admire Gower and 
Chaucer, his master in noble love poetry. Windsor still remembers 
him. It was there that one morning in May, when the grass was 
green and the hawthorn hedges were white and sonorous with 
bird-song, he caught sight of Lady Jane Beaufort, daughter of the 
Earl of Somerset and princess of the English blood royal. He has 
told in brilliant, tender words how, when he was musing on his sad 
fate, he saw in the flowery time of the year this flower of womankind 
passing amid the flowers: 

And therewith cast I doun mine eye again, 
Whereas I saw, walking under the tour, 
Full secretly new cummyn here to pleyne, 
The fairest and the freshest younge flour, 
That ever I saw, methought, before that hour; 
For which sudden abate anon astert 
The blood of all my body to my hert. 

(Here follow three more stanzas describing the lady's rich apparel and 
her youthful beauty.-Translator.) 

In her honour he wrote The King's Quair, a pretty love poem, in 
which he tells how his passion for her was born, and which by reason 
of the richness of the descriptions, the reverence for women, a 
feeling of vernal freshness and an indefinable limpid, youthful 
quality in the language, is not far behind Chaucer. 

Meanwhile the Duke of Albany, who had been appointed 
Regent on the death of Robert III, was himself dead. Scotland 
was without a government. Henry V agreed to release his prisoner. 
Before leaving James married the young lady the sight of whom 
had consoled his exile. He returned to his kingdom in 1423, and 
was solemnly crowned in Scone Abbey. This young man who had 
begun life as an artist turned out to be a great king: this dreamer 
had a swift-moving, inflexible energy. He found the country in 
chaos, the nobles independent, the people in disorder, and highway 
robbery and anarchy everywhere. 'Let God but grant me life,' 
he cried with a loud voice, 'and there shall not be a spot in my 
dominions where the key shall not keep the castle, and the furze-bush 
the cow, though I myself should lead the life of a dog to accomplish 
it!' The repression was terrible: the Albany family was destroyed; 
he forbade the nobles to travel with too great a retinue; he con
fiscated the estates of those who resisted. One day he ordered 
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three hundred robbers to be hanged; every rebel leader was executed 
on the spot. His activity was indefatigable; his vigilance extended 
to everything. He promulgated laws on fishery, on taxes, against 
simony, and on beggars. He also passed sumptuary laws. He 
encouraged trade. One of his laws ordered owners of trees to destroy 
the crows' nests, because of the damage these birds did to the corn 
and wheat. Any tree on which a crow's nest was still found on the 
second of May was cut down and confiscated. For fifteen years 
he worked unremittingly to restore peace and order to his people. 
Perhaps he had carried out his reforms too harshly, with ideas that 
were too English, and had failed to take the state of the country 
sufficiently into account. The nobles determined to rid themselves 
of this iron hand that was crushing them. A plot was hatched. 
It broke out in a scene which is one of the most appalling in the 
annals of Scotland, rich as that country is in tragedies of this kind. 
While the king was at Perth the plotters forced their way into the 
castle at night. The bolts of the royal chamber had been removed 
by a treacherous hand. When the first steps of the murderers were 
heard the king was alone, unarmed, with the queen and the ladies in 
waiting. One of them, Catherine Douglas, heroically tried to stop 
the assassins by barring the door with her arm. The arm was 
broken, the room invaded by a band of madmen. James I was 
discovered in a hiding-place under the floor and murdered. 

It is from this royal life that opened in an idyll and closed in a 
tragedy and which was spent in the lofty tasks of war and law-giving 
that the two first poems and the example of grotesque observation 
applied to the life of the populace seem to have come. This 
anomaly is explained when one remembers that James liked to mingle 
with the people so as to get to know their needs. Those two poems, 
one called Peebles to the Play, the other Christ's Kirk on the Green 
(Peb/is to the Play; Christis Kirk on the Grene) are almost identical 
in subject. They are descriptions of rustic holidays, with their 
pranks, their clumsy practical jokes and their quarrels. In both we 
see the people meeting in the morning and making their way to 
the appointed place; the middle of the day is described at great 
length; the departure occupies the last stanzas. The only difference 
between them is in the tone: the first is in lighter, gayer colours; 
the second is of a somewhat darker hue and has a harsher touch. 

Peebles to the Play opens brightly with the morning bustle, in all 
the little villages, of the people preparing to go to the fair. They 
come in groups, led by pipers and singing choruses of old songs. 
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On the road there are encounters where the lads tease the lasses 
with rustic pleasantries. One party reaches the town and goes off 
to the tavern. The scene is a lively, attractive one. As each dish 
is brought in one of the men makes a mark on the wall, but when it 
comes to settling the bill they pretend to quarrel, to fight, and to 
jostle each other, and take advantage of this to decamp without 
paying. It reminds one of Villon's Repueues Franches (that is, free 
'feeds' obtained by cheating and flattery) and the story is told in a 
style very like this. After a few more ups and downs, things 
become calm and the dancing begins. Stout Will Swane the miller 
leads off with the 'schamous' or bear-leader's dance, botching 
heavily about. They all gather round him enjoying the exhibition 
until they think they have danced enough and must go home. 
Nobody seems to be considering the poor piper, who has played 
hard all day and now demands his due: 

The piper said: 'Now I begin 
To tire for playing to you; 
For yit I have gotten naething 
For all my piping to you. 
Three ha'pennies for half a day 
And that will not undo you; 
And gif ye will gife me richt nocht 
The meikle De'il gang wi' you',' 

Quod he, 
At Peblis to the Play. 

It is time to go. The lads and lasses bid each other farewell, 
very sad to part, and, promising to meet again, each goes his own 
way. 

The subject of Christ's Kirk on the Green is likewise the description 
of a rural festival, but in another key. Except for the beginning, 
where we have the arrival of a laughing group of girls who have come 
to dance in their new dresses, the whole poem is the story of a peasant 
battle. There is not a more accurate picture of one of those brawls 
which often break out at the end of village festivities. It begins 
with a quarrel at the dance: the men jostle, pummel, bully and 
threaten each other, they seize their bows, a few arrows fly and the 
fight is on. It spreads and swirls. What follows is a series of 
stanzas full of tumult, blows and clamour, described with superb 
gusto. In the twinkling of an eye an entire populace hurls iteslf 
into the fray. People come rushing from all sides and run up to 
get their heads cracked. With sticks, forks and flails they strike out 
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at random, cudgels light on spines, blows ring on skulls, beards 

are full of blood and bodies strew the ground. Two shepherds 

fight with their heads, butting each other like rams. Others go and 
get the shaft of a wheel-barrow and push into the melee, hitting out 

at faces and smashing in teeth. The women come rushing out 
shrieking and yelping, and throw themselves into the scrimmages. 

The children follow them. All this mob of people thump and 

thrash each other, tear at each other, belabour and squash each 

other, tripping, rolling, swarming and crowding in a general stam

pede. The alarum bell rings so loudly that the steeple rocks. And 

suddenly, without anyone knowing how or why, the fury abates, 

the battle stops, the exhausted people calm down and look at each 

other, bewildered and shamefaced at having half-killed each 

other. This is a vigorous yet comic picture of one of those mad 
desires for violence that take possession of crowds at the end of 

fairs and markets. For a few moments a frantic urge to fight 

drives this rabble crazy: it is the relief of unrefined nerves over
excited by a day at the fair. 

(Author's footnote: It is probable that the first of these pieces, which was 
published only in 1785, was not known to Burns, but the second was 
currently popular. Allan Ramsay had imitated it, the Rev. John Skinner, 
Burns's friend, had written a translation of it in Latin verses. Moreover 
Pope had said long before: 

One likes no language but the Fairy Queen, 
A Scot will fight for Christ's Kirk on the Green.) 

These are two nice pieces which already contain all the qualities 

that characterise this branch of Scottish poetry. They are sprightly, 

compact, terse, solidly based on life, with a moderate degree of the 
grotesque which is something between observation and caricature. 

They are two Flemish pictures-not by the Teniers, however, for 
they have neither their light, luminous touch nor their clear, gay 

colours fused in a silver harmony. They are coarser, painted with 

a less supple but firmer brush. They could be compared rather 
with the pictures of old Peter Breughel. He too went in for fairs 

and kermesses, scenes of unsophisticated gaiety, strewn with reeling 

drunkards and dancing couples. From the beginning he portrayed 

them with a spontaneous good humour, a verve and a soundness 

of observation which none of his successors has surpassed. That 
is why he was nicknamed Breughel the Droll, Breughel the Jovial, 

and the Breughel of the Peasants. He is the master of all Flemish 

realism. The author of Peebles to the Play and Christ's Kirk on the 

Green has a right to the same place in the history of Scottish poetry. 
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Allan Ramsay will have a lighter and more vivid style but he has less 
strength and observation. Fergusson will have greater precision and 
will be more scrupulously careful in noting the details, but he has 
less movement and gaiety. Burns alone will be superior to him. 

In addition to their qualities, these two pieces are interesting 
because they have served as models for many of those little Scottish 
poems. Their setting has been preserved: the arrival on the roads 
in the morning, the descriptions of the day, then the return of the 
couples in the evening, with a few appropriate pleasantries. That 
is the plan of Fergusson's Hallow Fair and Leith Races; it is exactly 
that of Burns's Holy Fair. It has often been said that this was an imi
tation of Leith Races. We must go further back, for Fergusson's 
poem is itself copied from the two old poems. Moreover, they have 
supplied the stanza in which, with slight changes, this whole series 
of poems is written. It is a ten-lined stanza: the first eight lines 
have four feet and three feet, alternating; the lines of four feet 
rhyme with each other and the lines of three feet do likewise; the 
ninth line contains only one foot: it does not rhyme-it serves to 
detach the refrain of the stanza and to give it an extra snap. This 
refrain has three feet in Peebles to the Play and four in Christ's 
Kirk on the Green; it does not rhyme but remains the same 
throughout the whole poem. Here is an example: 

Reich Hucheon, with a hazel ryss, 
To red can throw them rummill; 
He mudlet them down like ony mice, 
He was no barty-bummill. 
Though he was wicht, he was nocht wise 
With sic jangleris to jummill, 
For fra his thumb they dang a slice, 
While he cried: 'Barla-fummill! 

I am slain!' 
At Christis Kirk on the Grene. 

(Ang/ice: Tall Hucheon with a hazel twig can part the combatants. 
He dashed them down like any mice-he was no bungler. Though he was 
strong he was not wise to meddle with such mountebanks, for from his 
thumb they struck off a slice, while he cried: 'A parley! I am slain!' at 
Christ's Kirk on the Green.) 

In his continuation of this poem Allan Ramsay uses the same 
stanza with a slight alteration. He suppressed the tenth line and 
transferred the refrain to the ninth, lengthening it by a foot. But 
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he kept the two rhymes for the first eight. Here is an example of 

the modified stanza: 

Now frae th' east neuk o' Fife the dawn 
Speel'd westlines up the lift, 
Carles wha heard the cock had crawn 
Begoud to rax and rift; 
An' greasy wives wi' giming thrawn 
Cry'd lasses up to thrift; 
Dogs barked an' the lads frae hand 
Bang'd to their breeks like drift, 

By break o' day. 
(Ramsay: Christ's Kirk on the Green.) 

Fergusson's stanza differs a little more still from the initial 

stanza. It too has only nine lines. The first eight are likewise of 

four and three feet, alternating. The lines of four feet rhyme with 

each other, as do those with three feet, but instead of the two single 

rhymes which hold the whole stanza together there are four, so 

that the stanza is really cut in two. The little one-foot line is sup

pressed and the refrain takes its place in a shortened form, for it 

has generally two feet. 

Here country John, in bonnet blue, 
An' eke his Sunday claes on, 
Rins after Meg wi' rokelay new, 
An' sappy kisses lays on; 
She'll tauntin' say: 'Ye silly coof! 
Be o' your gab mair sparin'.' 
He'll tak the hint and creish her loof 
Wi' what will buy her fairin', 

To show that day. 
Hallow/air, stanza 11. 

This is the stanza that Bums used. Further on you will find an 

example of it taken from his work. It seems to us that James I's 

stanza is superior: it is more skilful, more difficult, more compact, 

and it launches the refrain with more vigour, after the slight pause. 

But on the whole it is the same form and the same pace, short and 

rapid. Finally, the two old poems have transmitted to those that 

followed them something more subtle and more precious, their 

spirit of accurate observation, their gaiety, their irony, their out-
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spoken style, their need for movement and action and their tang of 
the soil. These two poems are therefore important. They are the 
starting point and the model for a whole series of popular poems 
which lead to Burns's masterpieces and whose filiation is very 
evident. 

In spite of Professor Veitch's authority it does not seem to us that 
this filiation is in any way established between the two poems entitled 
The Friars of Berwick and The Three Tales of the Three Priests of 
Peebles. These do not resemble the poems we have seen, either by 
the choice of a rustic and purely Scottish subject, or by the short, 
brisk line, or by the lyrical verve of the stanza or the alacrity and 
pace of the narrative. They are long-drawn-out, diffuse stories, drag
ging along painfully in lines of ten feet, without stanzas, long 
fabliaux in the style of the Middle Ages, with moral digressions, 
satires against the clergy, and allegories. The first tells of a trick 
played by two priests on a third. The second is made up of three 
moral stories that three priests of Peebles tell each other for their 
mutual delectation. In the first of these tales a king, presiding over 
his Parliament, puts three questions to the three estates: 'Why 
does the family of a rich tradesman or burgess never prosper to 
the third generation?' 'Why are the present nobles fallen so far 
below the standard of their ancestors?' 'Why has the clergy no 
longer the power to perform miracles?' One can see what a distance 
there is between these slow productions with their moralising 
tendency and the joyous little Scottish poems. 

To follow this seam of national poetry we must go elsewhere. 
One can feel that it is prolonged under the ground. Here and there 
it is betrayed by outcrops. If we had to indicate the signs that 
mark its continuity and direction, we should choose Dunbar's 
satire To the Merchants of Edinburgh, which reminds us of Fergus
son's city pieces; and above all we should take the two anonymous 
pieces entitled The Marriage of Jok and Jynny and The Wife of 
Auchtermuchty. In the first Jynny's mother enumerates to Jok what 
her daughter will bring in marriage, and Jok reels off to her what he 
will bring for his part. It is a long burlesque inventory of the two 
marriage portions which, put together, do not amount to much more 
than nothing. The humour lies in the length of the interminable 
enumeration, broken by the refrain in which the name of Jok and 
Jynny recur linked together, smacking against each other as though 
in rustic kisses. The Wife of Auchtermuchty tells the story of a 
quarrel between a ploughman and his wife. 
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In Auchtermuchty there dwelt ane man, 
An husband as I have heard it told, 
Who weel could tipple out a can, 
And neither loved hunger nor cold; 
While anes it fell upon a day 
He yoked his plough upon the plain; 
Gif it be true, as I heard say, 
The day was foul for wind and rain. 
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When he comes home in the evening, wet and chilled, he finds 
his wife sitting beside the fire. Nothing is ready for him or his beasts: 
no oats for his horse, no hay or straw for his ox. He loses his 
temper and says things would be much better if he were in charge. 
The wife takes him at his word. 

Quoth he, where is my horses' corn? 
My ox has neither hay nor strae. 
Dame, ye maun to the plough the morn, 
I shall be hussy, gif I may. 
Husband, quoth she, content am I, 
To take the plough the day about, 
Sae ye will rule baith calves and kye, 
And all the house baith in and out. 

The poem is the recital of all the blunders he commits. At each 
step he stumbles into some misadventure. He lets out the goslings 
which go away seven, but a 'greedy gled' (a kite) swoops down and 
eats five. When he hears the goslings cry he runs out and while he 
is away the calves escape. He goes to the churn and churns till he 
perspires. When he has been at it an hour, the 'sorrow crap of 
butter he gat': he has heated the milk so much that it will not 
curdle. He puts the pot on the fire, then he takes two pitchers and 
goes to get water, and when he returns the pot is burnt. He runs 
to the children: they are 'dirt up to the een'. He tries to wash the 
sheets and the stream carries them away. The result is that in the 
evening, confused, humiliated, discouraged and worn out, he asks 
his wife's pardon. 

Quoth he, 'My office I forsake 
For all the dayis of my life, 
For I wald put ane house to wraik, 
Had I been twenty dayis gudewife.' 
Quoth she, 'Weil mot ye bruik the place. 
For truly I will never accep' it.' 
Quoth he, 'Fiend fall the liaris face, 
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Bot yit ye may be blithe to get it.' 
Then up she gat an meikle rung, 
And the gudeman made to the door; 
Quoth he, 'Dame, I sail bald my tongue, 
For an we fecht I'll get the waur. 
Quoth he, 'When I forsook my plough 
I trow I bot forsook my seill, 
And I will to my plough again, 
For I and this house will never do weil'. 

The ideas in this piece are undoubtedly somewhat childish. It is 
difficult, moreover, not to discern in it an indefinable faint taste of 
foreign origin. It is more like the facetious subject of a French 
fabliau, but the details, down to the smallest, are Scottish. Although 
the verses have no refrain they nevertheless preserve the light, 
lyrical tempo of these little pieces. 

During the 17th century this branch of poetry flourished and 
developed in a remarkable way in one and the same Renfrewshire 
family of landowners and farmers, the Semples of Beltrees. The 
first of them, Sir James Semple, is the author of a long satirical poem 
against the papacy, entitled A Tooth-pick for the Pope or The Pack
man's Paternoster. This is a long theological discussion, in the form 
of a dialogue between a packman and a priest. It does not belong 
to the class of poetry with which we are dealing. It is a religious 
pamphlet in verse. But Sir James's son, Robert Semple of Beltrees, 
who was born about 1599 and died about 1670, is an important 
figure in Scottish popular poetry, and that for two reasons. 

The first is that he provided the model for those mock elegies 
which pretend to mourn the death of someone who is still alive, 
or whose death is too remote or too indifferent to cause genuine 
grief. It is a parody of lamentation in which, in a half tender, 
half bantering tone the qualities of the deceased are good-humouredly 
recalled. It is, on a bigger scale and with a lyrical form, what 
epitaphs are that take an epigrammatic turn; but while the latter, 
because of their short, blunt form of inscriptions, are often cruel, 
these burlesque funeral orations allow the mind enough room for 
laughter and emotion to mingle in them and to pursue and frolic 
with each other. Needless to say, we do not claim for Robert 
Semple the honour of having invented this literary form, but the 
purely local merit of having introduced it into his country's literature. 
To this must be added the credit of having given it straight away the 
qualities that have made it a Scottish speciality: good nature, 
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familiarity, bantering emotion and a strong local observation the 

flavour of which penetrates everything, reminding us of those 

Scottish oatcakes in which, in spite of the foreign ingredients, the 

native flavour always predominates. 
Robert Semple's elegy laments the death of one of those bag

pipers, then prevalent in the country, who lived in the little village 

of Kilbarchan. For that reason it is known as The Piper of Ki/

barchan. For any one who has seen a piper on a public holiday 

walking up and down, his pipes decked with little flags, the title 

alone is a picture. This is the 
epitaph of Habbie Simson, 

Who on his Drone bore bonny flags; 
He made his cheeks as red as crimson, 
And babbed when he blew his bags. 

As can be foreseen, it is the eulogy of the qualities and the pro

fessional talents of the deceased, and the enumeration of what the 

fairs, marriages and feast-days are losing by no longer having him. 

It is the work of a facile, elegant mind, whose verve and vigour, 

however, are much less rich than those of the author of Peebles to 

the Play. 
At clark-plays when he wont to come, 
His pipe played trimly to the drum; 
Like bikes of bees he gart it hum, 

And tun'd his reed: 
Now all our pipers may sing dumb, 

Sen Habbie's dead. 
And at horse races mony a day, 
Before the black, the brown, the gray, 
He gart his pipe, when he did play, 

Baith skirl and skreed : 
Now all such pastime's quite away, 

Sen Habbie's dead. 

The poem ends with a nice touch, half picturesque, half melan

choly: 
Ay when he played the gaitlings gedder'd 
And when he spake the earl bledder'd, 
On Sabbath day his cap was fedder'd, 

A seemly weid; 
In the kirk-yeard his mare stood tedder'd, 

Where he lies dead. 
Alas! for him my heart is sair, 
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For of his spring I gat a skair, 
At every play, race, feat and fair, 

But guile or greed; 
We need not look for piping mair, 

Seo Habbie's dead. 
This piece gave rise to a great number of imitations, and from 

then on the mock elegy became a favourite genre for the Scottish 
poets. Ramsay wrote the Elegy on Maggie Johnston, an innkeeper 
who sold a small, clear, intoxicating beer at a farm on the outskirts 
of Edinburgh; on John Cowper, a kirk treasurer; on Lucky Wood, 
another ale-house keeper, whose person and house were clean and 
honest; on Patie Birnie, a fiddler-a pure transcription of the 
Piper. Fergusson wrote the Elegy on David Gregory, professor of 
mathematics at the University of St. Andrews; on John Hogg, 
porter in the same university; and even the Elegy on the Death of 
Scots Music, which is his best. It was by continuing along this 
road that Burns wrote his Elegy on Tam Samson, a boon companion, 
a great fisherman, a great sportsman and a great curler. He em
ployed exactly the same framework, but here as elsewhere he 
produced a picture painted with a more vigorous hand. Robert 
Semple's elegy, though graceful and distinguished, is rather thin; 
Ramsay's, though natural and gay, lack strength; Fergussoo's are 
to our mind cold and drab. The one by Burns leaves them all behind 
in movement and life and the accumulation of ideas, visions and 
poetic motifs, which make the other pieces appear hollow beside his. 

Robert Semple's second claim to the position he occupies in his 
country's poetry is that, in order to deal with a new subject, he to all 
appearances invented a new stanza. At the very least he used a 
stanza not found before him. It is no longer the eight-lined stanza 
of Peebles to the Play, the regular stanza adapted to narratives and 
descriptions. It is a shorter, brisker stanza, with internal movements 
and flexibilities. It is made up of three lines of four feet rhyming 
together, one line of two feet with a different rhyme, one line of 
four feet which rhymes with the first three, and another of two feet 
which rhymes with its companion. Here is the first verse of Burns's 
Vision: 

The sun had closed the winter day, 
The curlers quat their roaring play, 
And hunger'd maukin ta'en her way 

To kail-yards green, 
While faithless snaws ilk step betray 

Whare she has been. 
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One may compare this with the other stanza which Burns used 
in The Holy Fair: 

Upon a simmer Sunday morn, 
When Nature's face is fair, 
I walked forth to view the corn, 
An' snuff the caller air. 
The rising sun owre Galston muirs 
Wi' glorious light was glintin'; 
The hares were hirplin' down the furs, 
The lav'rocks they were chantin' 

Fu' sweet that day. 

While the old stanza, under the long, straight-pleated cloak of 
the eight regular lines, advances all of a piece at a steady pace, the 
new stanza, caught in at the waist and with skirts kilted, is livelier 
and nimbler. It is suppler, it jumps easily from one sentiment to 
another. It made great and rapid strides in Scottish literature. It 

fills one part of Allan Ramsay's work and the greater part of 
Fergusson's. It was particularly suited to Burns's virile, agile, 
swift-moving genius. He used it in a number of poems belonging 
to his best period: Poor Mailie's Elegy; Death and Doctor Horn
book; The Twa Herds or The Holy Tulyie; Holy Willie's Prayer; 
The Address to the Deil; The Vision; his poems to a mountain 
daisy and to a mouse; The Auld Farmer's New Year's Salutation to 
his Auld Mare, Maggie; and in a crowd of other pieces. All his 
important epistles are written in this stanza. It can be said to have 
served for a good third of his work. 

In recent years too the Scots have proclaimed what their literature 
owes to Robert Semple's Elegy by placing a bust of the old piper on 
the front of the parish church at Kilbarchan. Another service 
which Robert Semple rendered Scottish poetry was to have his 
son, Francis, the third of this family of poets. He left some of the 
most humorous models of the type of poetry whose history we are 
tracing. His Blythsome Bridal is a description of rustic marriage 
in the style of The Wedding of Jok and Jynny, but with greater 
animation and comic gusto. He recovered the robust gaiety which 
distinguished the stanza of James I. 

This picture of the forms which Scottish poetry successively 
created for itself and in which it developed would not be complete 
were we to omit those with which William Hamilton of Gilbertfield 
enriched it. Hamilton was an ex-army lieutenant who had retired 
to the country, where he amused himself by dabbling in literature. 
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His reputation is founded on two things. 
He applied Francis Semple's stanza to the familiar epistle, for 

which it seems ready-made, lending itself as it does to the free 
tempo of a conversation. Under this form he addressed a letter 
of admiration to Allan Ramsay, something like the letter from 
Lamartine to Byron, or from de Musset to Lamartine, except that 
here the admiration comes from an older man, proceeds on foot in 
coarse woollen stockings and speaks in dialect. The result was an 
exchange of amusing, cordial epistles between the two poets. After 
them the fashion spread among the Scottish poets, with whom 
the familiar epistle took on the importance of a literary genre. 
There are some examples in Fergusson. It was in accordance with 
this tradition that Bums wrote his first Epistle to Lapraik, whom he 
knew only through hearing one of the latter's songs sung. It was 
thus that he in turn received an epistle from William Simpson, poet 
and schoolmaster at Ochiltree, to which he replied as Ramsay had 
replied to Gilbertfield. This is the time when almost all his epistles 
were written-at least the most important ones, which contain 
most information about his life. 

Gilbertfield's second claim to attention is a poem entitled The 
Last Dying Words of Bonnie Heck, a famous Grey-hound in the Shire 
of Fife. A poor dog which is to be hanged because it is old sadly 
remembers the time when it was supple and swift, and recalls how it 
used to pursue the hares eagerly for days on end. There is something 
very touching in its astonishment at being condemned to death now, 
and in its resignation, which is rather like the gentle, submissive 
way dogs look at their master even when he is beating them 
unmercifully. 

At the King's-muir and Kelly-law, 
Where good stout hares gang fast awa', 
So cleverly I did it claw, 

With pitch and speed; 
I bure the bell before them a' 

As clear's a bead. 
I ran alike on a' kind grunds; 
Yea, in the midst of Ardry whuns, 
I gripped the maukins by the buns, 

Or by the neck; 
When naething could slay them but guns, 

Save bonnie Heck. 
I wily, witty was, and gash, 
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With my auld fellin pawky pash; 
Nae man might ance buy me for cash 

In some respec'; 
Are they not then confounded rash, 

That hangs poor Heck? 
I was a hardy tyke, and bauld; 
Tho' my beard's grey, I'm not so auld. 
Can any man to me unfauld 

What is the feid, 
To stane me ere I be well cauld? 

A cruel deed! 

(fellin: very; remarkably. pash: head.) 
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This poem interested Burns because it manifestly inspired one 

of his first productions, The Death and Dying Words of Poor Mailie, 

the author's only pet yowe. The subject is treated in a different way, 

and in Burns its dramatic quality and its vitality are different, but 

one has only to compare the two titles to see the relationship. 

Although Bonnie Heck is a curious little poem, and though the 

epistles to Ramsay are, as far as the liveliness and the unexpected

ness of the quips are concerned, equal if not superior to the replies, 

Gilbertfield is not a great man. He is inferior to the Semples of 

Beltrees. Yet he must not be held in less respect in Scottish poetry 

because of that. As Scott put it, Gilbertfield's function was to light 

Allan Ramsay's lamp, as Ramsay's was to light that of Burns. 

It was the reading of this poem that inspired Ramsay with the 

desire and the ambition to write: 

When I begoud first to cun verse, 
An' cou'd your Ardry Whins rehearse, 
Where Bonny Heck ran fast and fierce, 

It warmed my breast; 
The emulation did me pierce, 

Whilk since ne'er ceast. 
May I be licket wi' a spittle, 
Gin of your numbers I think little; 
Ye're never rugget, shan, nor kittle, 

But blyth an' gabby; 
An' hit the spirit to a tittle, 

O' standart Habby. 

Habby, one recognises, is none other than Habby Simpson, to 

whom Allan Ramsay thus pays homage in a flattering aside. These 

verses would have sufficed to keep the name of Gilbertfield alive by 
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shedding a moderate light of fame upon it. Bums touched it with 
a swifter, more brilliant ray merely by quoting it: 

My senses wad be in a creel, 
Should I but dare a hope to speel 
Wi' Allan or wi' Gilbertfield, 

The braes o' fame; 
Or Fergusson, the writer-chiel, 

A deathless name. 
That is enough to ensure that the poet of Bonnie Heck will keep 

a slight degree of immortality among the men of his race. It is 
rather like that conferred on obscure men whose features the great 
painters portray, and sign their names in a corner of the picture. 

Yet one must not hesitate to say that if all those poetic attempts did 
not serve the purpose of tracing the origins of a genuine production 
worthy to figure among the ornaments of a nation, they would have 
been forgotten. They would be vanished sounds, like so many 
happy phrases, witty conversations, brilliant speeches, in which for 
an instant a heart once throbbed. The men of whom we have just 
spoken were not writers; they were, as it has been rightly put, 
one-poem poets. They were amateurs who happened to strike it 
lucky one day. Their productions are not enough to constitute a 
literature: they are merely its first tremors. They denote that 
under the darkened firmament of puritanism, in the turmoil of 
theological quarrels and religious persecutions, at a time when 
everything was barren, stormy or devastated, the sap was still 
alive. It was only waiting for a little calm and sunshine to appear 
in order to spring up and to foam into flowers. 

Indeed, as soon as peace reappeared it was clearly seen that these 
signs were not deceptive. From the beginning of the 18th century 
there was a strong literary movement and a renaissance of national 
poetry. During the 17th century the nation's entire energy had 
been concentrated on defending its freedom of conscience. The 
country's nervous strength had been used up in an immense effort 
of resistance and in an indomitable tension of will-power. The 
persecutions it had endured, the secret services, the preachings on 
the deserted hillsides, an enthusiasm in which the whole fervour of 
the nation was consumed as in a smouldering flame, had absorbed 
all its vitality. There had been martyrs almost right up to the 18th 
century. When one visits the picturesque cemetery at Stirling 
from which one gets such a noble view, one notices among other 
statues to martyrs a group of two women, in white marble. They 
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had refused to renounce the covenant. The younger one was 
eighteen. They were bound to two stakes on' the sands over which 
rushes the swift Solway tide, the older woman in front, so that the 
sight of her death would terrify the younger, but the heroic girl 
continued to pray and sing psalms till the moment when the waves 
suffocated her voice. That took place in 1685. On the fall of 
James II a great multitude went and reverently buried the heads and 
hands of the martyrs which were exposed on the Edinburgh gates. 
When a people is living in such circumstances of anguish and 
anger there is no room in its heart for dreams of literature. The 
Revolution of 1688 brought the end of these distressing times. 
Gradually men's minds relaxed, shed their grim obstinacy, opened 
chinks in their harsh austerity and allowed winged, gay ideas to 
approach and even to penetrate them-forerunners of art, and 
early bees that come buzzing for a moment into rooms still cold from 
winter. 

A little later the Act of Union mingled with this feeling of security 
a surge of patriotism which was retrospective rather than active, 
and contained more regret than revolt. People realised that the 
union of the two countries was an inevitable and useful event, yet 
it was hard to lose the nation's independence. The arguments and 
speeches re-directed attention to the country's past, to its glorious 
claims to valour and poetry. It was then that that study of the 
national history began, that harvesting of the memories of bygone 
times, which continued throughout the 18th century and of which 
it can be said that Scott was the last and most illustrious workman. 
His novels were the embellished synthesis of these successive 
labours. On emerging from the weighty theological literature, the 
first productions of the time are works of archaeology or local 
history: The Warlike Exploits of the Scottish Nation, by Patrick 
Abercromby, and The Lives and Characters of the most eminent 
Scottish Writers, by Dr. George Mackenzie: the first in two 
volumes, in-folio, the second in three of the same format-the 
theological dimensions still persisted. At the same time people 
began to collect the popular ballads and songs. The first of the 
numerous collections which were to succeed each other was published 
by Watson in 1706. The movement was launched. 

The result was that about the beginning of the 18th century it 
had become possible for Scotland to have a literature, and there 
were reasons why this literature, in the field of poetry at least, should 
be a national one. 
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It was Allan Ramsay who had the glory of inaugurating it, to a 
great extent by his own works, and also by harvesting the scattered 
sheaves and bringing them into the barn. Although his life has 
nothing dramatic about it, it is nevertheless very interesting. Like 
almost all the Scottish poets he was a self-made man. He was born 
in 1688, in a little village in Lanarkshire, deep in a hilly district 
full of running waters. That is doubtless where he learned to Jove 
the country, and where the pastoral side of his genius germinated. 
He lost his father early. Shortly afterwards his mother re-married. 
When he was fifteen he lost her too and found himself completely 
orphaned. His stepfather took him to Edinburgh to learn the then 
flourishing trade of a wig-maker. The poor apprentice, henceforth 
alone in the world, had to make the best of life by himself. He 
had nobody to help him but was determined to get on, and quietly, 
slowly but surely, he never stopped working his way up. By its 
perseverence, its prudence and practical common sense, his life 
forms a contrast with that of Burns. He tranquilly learned his 
trade. His jovial good-humour and his wit gave him the entree to 
the clubs which were at that time one of the forms of Edinburgh's 
intellectual life. That is where he wrote his first poems: that was 
his contribution to the pleasures of the evening. Gradually his 
reputation spread. He began to publish occasional verses on broad
sheets. The worthy people of Edinburgh would send their children 
out with a penny to buy 'Ramsay's latest piece'. His ambition and 
his efforts increased. In 1716 he published his continuation of 
Christ's Kirk on the Green. About the same time, continuing without 
one backward step his upward progress through life, he gave up his 
profession of wig-maker and set up as a bookseller, in a small 
shop which had as its sign a figure of Mercury. While carrying on 
his new trade, he continued to write poetry of all sorts: songs, 
epistles, elegies, pastorals; and he published his collections of old 
poetry. In 1725 he produced his masterpiece, the pastoral poem 
called The Gentle Shepherd. As his business was prospering, he 
set himself up in another shop the front of which he decorated with 
busts of Ben Jonson and Drummond of Hawthornden. There 
(for he was a man of initiative) he opened the first circulating 
library in Scotland. He described himself as: 

'a little man that lo'es his ease; 
And never tholes these passions lang, 
That rudely mint to do him wrang.' 

His jollity, his sprightfulness, his broadmindedness and the 
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cheerful honesty of his life made him one of the first to struggle 
against the gloomy, morose spirit of the time. Not only did he do 
so in his poetry, but his activity as a man of business pushed him 
into all the enterprises which could contribute to enliven and 
enlighten the minds of his fellow-citizens. He dared to encourage 
theatrical productions, at that time the object of censure. He even 
went so far as to have a theatre built at his own expense but in 
1736 it was almost immediately closed by the magistrates and he 
lost a great deal of money over it. It was his only unlucky venture. 
Little by little he had acquired wealth, fame and honourable 
friendships. In the shadow of Edinburgh Castle he had built himself 
a little house with one of the finest views in Europe. There he spent 
the last years of a peaceful, industrious life which had never deviated 
from the straight line towards a useful goal. He died there in 1757 
in his seventy-third year. 

The great service which Ramsay rendered the literature of his 
country is to have been genuinely a Scottish poet in his choice of 
subjects and language. 'A Scotsman of this time,' said Lord 
Woodhouselee, 'spoke Scots and wrote English. Ramsay had the 
merit of transferring the oral language into the written.' This is 
only half true, for all the poems we have just perused were written 
in the vulgar tongue. What is true is that where there had been 
tentative efforts Ramsay left a monument. His merit is of having 
done the same work with a breadth and a talent that have assured 
his productions a place in the history of poetry, and given the dialect 
in which they are written the dignity of a literary language. His 
predecessors had merely been amateurs, he was a real man of 
letters: he had the sustained ambition, the determined application, 
the clear sight of the goal, of the true writer. In that he is much more 
of a literary man than Fergusson and Burns, who came after him. 
His work is more conscious and more deliberate than theirs. It is 
also less personal and less eloquent. He showed that one could be 
a genuine writer in Scots and that the common language-the 
language of the man in the street-up till then employed only for 
tirades and caricatures--eould also be used for nobler ends. His 
example wakened young ambitions. And it must not be forgotten 
that he gave to the scattered literature which preceded him cohesion 
and a focal point. Just as it happens that a superior painter com
municates value to his predecessors by giving meaning and direction 
to their gropings and providing the standpoint which co-ordinates 
them, so Ramsay, by extracting from the rough sketches of those 
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before him the elements of a work, gave them back in importance 
whatever help they had rendered him, and by attaching them to 
him, raised them in stature. 

He completed this service by infusing new strength into the 
national literature and drawing attention to the fragments of old 
poetry, songs and ballads, which were floating haphazardly in oral 
form about the country, or sleeping in manuscripts. In 1724 he 
published the first volume of The Tea-Table Miscellany, a collection 
of Scots and English songs which he dedicated to: 

'ilka lovely British lass, 
Frae Ladies Charlotte, Anne and Jean, 
Down to ilk bonny singing Bess, 
Wha dances barefit on the green.' 

About the end of the same year he published a second, more 
particularly national collection, The Evergreen, a collection of Scots 
poems written by the Ingenious before 1600. These are the first two 
outstanding works in a type of research which was to continue for 
a century, and to count among its craftsmen Burns and Scott. It 
is also to Ramsay's honour that his publication preceded by almost 
half a century Bishop Percy's famous collection: not that Ramsay 
was the first, since Watson's collection had been published in 1706, 
and since one of its happiest effects had been precisely to waken the 
literary talent of Ramsay himself. Indeed, that is where the Elegy 
to Bonnie Heck appeared. 

Ramsay does not deserve the credit for initiating anything but 
he does for carrying out his enterprises with greater purpose and 
consistency. Again, it is true that he did not accomplish his task 
in the spirit of sincerity, accuracy and respect which an editor of 
our time would bring to it. It must be admitted that he allowed 
himself changes, insertions, and embellishments: he adorned, 
elaborated, bedizened and rejuvenated these old songs which were 
coarse and uncouth. He could not quite forget that he was a 
wig-maker. He dressed them up, he arranged them to suit the 
taste of the day, putting here and there a touch of make-up and a 
whiff of powder. Yet it is probable that he did it with more 
moderation than any of his contemporaries, and it is right to be 
grateful to him for it. He was a man of good sense, anxious to 
succeed. He did only what was necessary, otherwise perhaps he 
might not have attracted attention. In spite of all that, it remains 
no less certain that here too he marked an epoch and a starting-
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point in the literary history of Scotland. He fully deserves to have 
his statue in that row of famous men which adorns Edinburgh. 
From the place where it is situated amid the noise of the crowd, 
facing the house he had built for himself, one can see the isolated, 
higher and more striking hill on which rises the monument to 
Burns. The proximity of the two poets to each other and the 
distance between them are thus indicated. 

The characteristic features of Ramsay's genius are its natural
ness, its grace and its ease. He produced pretty pictures, light and 
clear in colour, based on facile, rather superficial observation. 
Taken as a whole his work has an amiable, cheerful quality. Neither 
heart-rending passion nor intimate drama appears in it: one 
never sees in it the sombre gleams or the tragic flashes of Burns or 
the melancholy tinge of Fergusson. Everything in it breathes the 
optimism of a man who is satisfied with life because it has given him 
what he wanted and also because he has not wanted more than it 
can give. Contentment pervades his work. And so the glance 
which he cast upon mankind had never any depth or bitterness, and 
when Hogarth dedicated his illustrations of Hudibras to him he 
was offering them to a talent very different from his own. Hogarth's 
bitter, misanthropic, penetrating and seemingly savage engraving 
(suited, in a work, for engraving the terrible pages of Swift) would 
have intimidated and scared the slight, pleasant work of the 
Scottish poet. Ramsay portrays life with a kind of benevolent 
joviality. 'Allan's glee,' says Burns, characterising him with a 
word; but this 'glee' never attains the great hilarity of Burns him
self. It is the good nature of a temperate, happy man. 

Allan Ramsay's two principal works and those which interest 
us most in this study are his continuation of Christ's Kirk on the 
Green and his Gentle Shepherd. 

By the first of these poems Ramsay attaches himself to the real 
creator of the class of popular poetry which we are following, 
namely James I, author of Peebles to the Play and Christ's Kirk on 
the Green. It would have been difficult to find a better way to ack
nowledge this poetic lineage: he took up the poem of Christ's Kirk 
at the point where it breaks off and continued it. It was as we saw 
a village brawl, a hullabaloo of bumps and blows, a hotch-potch 
of men, women and children, bruised, bleeding, and bawling. 
Ramsay thought it was cruel to leave them any longer in that 
state. He added to the old poem two new cantos which get every
body out of this predicament and continue the fair. Towards the 

D 
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end of the quarrel a resolute good wife throws herself among the 
combatants with a big 'kail-gully' (literally a cabbage-knife) and 
threatens to rip them up if they do not desist. They stop, they listen, 
they come to terms, some tidy their unkempt hair, others bind up 
their brows or their eyes; peace is made. The musicians are 
summoned and the dances begin again. They jump about, they 
drink deeply, they eat their fill, they roar with laughter. Towards 
evening they take the bride to her room and according to custom 
throw the stocking from her left leg among the spectators. He or she 
who gets it will soon be married. After that everyone goes on 
drinking: 

The souter, miller, smith and Dick, 
Lawrie, an' Hutchon bauld, 
Carles that keep nae very strict 
Be hours, tho' they were auld; 
Nor cou'd they e'er leave off that trick, 
But where guid ale was said, 
They drank a' night, e'en tho' auld Nick 
Shou'd tempt their wives to scald 

Them for't neist day. 

This is h(tW the first of the two cantos added by Ramsay finishes. 
The second opens with a picture of the village wakening up: a 
picture not devoid of precision. The neighbours, according to 
custom, go into the bridal chamber and throw the wedding presents 
on the bed. Jokes abound. Lads and lasses appear only half-awake, 
their eyes swollen with sleep. The revelry begins again on a lavish 
scale. The trestles on which the beer-barrels stand are lightened 
of their burden. His friends try to make the bridegroom drunk. 
Ale flows on the tables and on the floor. The place reeks of intoxi
cation. The cobbler, the miller, the blacksmith and Dick and the 
others go off, staggering and stumbling. Worthy Hutchon's head 
is buzzing as though full of wasps. The whole thing is filled with 
lewd or scabrous details which remind one of certain corners of 
Teniers' canvases. All these scapegraces end up by going home, 
where their wives give them various receptions. The bridegroom, 
whom they have finally made roaring drunk, goes back to his bride, 
scarcely able to stand upright. All that gave Ramsay great pleasure 
and inspired him with jokes that would be at home only in old 
French. And so the matter ends. Throughout the piece there is a 
splendid hubbub of rustic drunkenness and fun. It is alive, gay, 
unconstrained. The language is carefully observed. The stanza, 
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that difficult, complicated stanza, is handled with great dexterity; 
but the poem has neither the vigour of the old poet's brush nor the 
broad, true humanity of Bums. It is a pretty pastiche. 

Ramsay's other national poem, The Gentle Shepherd, is his best 
effort and his most solid claim to fame. It is a romantic pastoral. 
The gentle shepherd is the son of a nobleman exiled during the 
Civil War. He has been brought up by a faithful old shepherd 
among the other shepherds, over whom he triumphs by an innate 
superiority. He loves a young shepherdess and is loved by her. 
The return of his father at the Restoration reveals his noble origin
and breaks his heart. How can he now marry the humble village 
girl, in spite of her beauty and her virtue? Happily it is discovered 
that the young shepherdess is herself of noble birth, and everything 
ends merrily with wedding bells. 

It was possible to draw from that material something similar to 
the delightful pastoral play, As You Like It. The subject is not very 
different. One can conceive of a plot full of passion and action 
set in the Scottish scenery and Scottish manners and customs, 
ravelling and unravelling through the fantasy of romantic situations 
within the higher permanent truth of the human instincts. Neither 
Ramsay's taste nor that of his time was so inclined. He did not 
attempt a Shakespearean pastoral. His is a classical pastoral, in 
the Italian manner, in the style of Tasso's Amintas and Guarini's 
Faithful Shepherd, without action, containing only description, 
poetic declamations and dialogues whose regularity reminds us of 
the alternating couplets of the eclogues. It takes place in a life too 
innocent not to be Arcadian. There is something false about the 
work, as there was moreover about Ramsay's intellectual culture. 
He had spoiled his power to see things as they really were by a 
concern for literary imitation, and he had chosen his models badly. 
He had concentrated too much on Pope: not that we have not an 
admiration (albeit with reservations) for that clever writer; but if 
he can furnish aphorisms and epigrams; if one finds in him lines 
written with a craftsman's hand, finished, brilliant, polished and 
arranged in such an orderly fashion that certain of his pages make 
one think of a cutler's shop window, it is not to him that one must 
go in search of movement and real life. One can send out the dove 
across Pope's work without its bringing back the tiniest green branch. 
This unfortunate association had given Ramsay a weakness for 
stately verse, cold regularity of form and a false veneer. It was 
this combination that kept The Gentle Shepherd from being a 
masterpiece. 
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Nevertheless it is a very distinguished work; and what saves it 
from being nothing but an insipid pastoral in the style of the l 8th 
century is precisely that background of Scottish realism, that tang 
of the soil, which are found in local poems. They appear both in 
the language which Ramsay had the good sense to preserve and 
in certain features of village manners and customs, as well as in the 
landscape, which is closely observed though somewhat embellished. 
It is this substance of reality that gives firmness to a rather super
ficial conception and sustains it. At times this mixture yields very 
excellent results. When blended in happy proportions with the 
slightly rarefying ideal of the modern classics this solid foundation 
produces passages of consummate grace which seem truly antique, 
because the purity of contour which certain modems have borrowed 
from the ancients is here filled with a sentiment of real life. One 
is reminded of those rustic potteries which sometimes by a lucky 
chance recover the divine form of the Greek vases. An air of 
solidity and usefulness gives these vases an indefinable advantage 
over mere artistic imitations, though these may be better finished. 
One feels that instead of being empty shapes they contain milk, 
wine and oil, and serve a purpose in life. Does not this passage 
where two young country girls go and wash their linen in the stream 
remind one of a passage in an ancient idyll? The end is like a vision 
of naiads. 

Gae farer up the stream to Habbie's Howe, 
Where a' the sweets o' spring an' simmer grow; 
Between twa birks, out o'er a little lin, 
The water fa's an' maks a singan din; 
A pool breast-deep, beneath as clear as glass, 
Kisses, wi' easy whirls, the bord'ring grass. 
We'll end our washing while the morning's cool; 
An' when the day grows het, we'll to the pool, 
There wash oursells-'tis healthfu' now in May, 
An' sweetly cauler on sae warm a day. 

In order to understand what makes this picture so special in 
English poetry and how its stands out because of the classical 
restraint of the design, one has only to compare it with analogous 
descriptions taken from Spenser, Shakespeare or Shelley. This 
pool looks like a shady nook in one of Poussin's paintings. It almost 
makes one think of Fenelon's delicate landscapes. 

Elsewhere one comes across other passages in which the situation 
is rather more realistically described but still in an easy, embellished 
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and simplified fashion. This one, with its pretty girl emerging 
red-cheeked and laughing from the morning mist and walking in 
the dew is in truth one of the most perfect to be met with in 
Ramsay: 

Last morning I was gye an' early out, 
Upon a dyke I lean'd, glowring about; 
I saw my Meg come linkan o'er the lee; 
I saw my Meg, but Meggy saw nae me; 
For yet the sun was wading thro' the mist, 
An' she was close upon me e'er she wist; 
Her coats were kiltit, an' did sweetly shaw 
Her straught bare legs, that whiter were than snaw. 
Her cockernony snooded up fu' sleek, 
Her haffet-locks hung waving o'er her cheek; 
Her cheeks sae ruddy, an' her een sae clear; 
An' oh! her mouth's like ony hinny pear. 
Neat, neat she was, in bustine waistcoat clean, 
As she cam skiffing o'er the dewy green: 
Blythsome, I cry'd, 'My bonny Meg, come here, 
I ferly wherefore ye're sae soon asteer; 
But I can guess ye're gawn to gather dew.' 
She scoured awa, an said, 'What's that to you?' 
'Then fare ye weel, Meg Dorts, an' e'ens ye like,' 
I careless cried, an' lap in o'er the dyke. 
I trow, when that she saw, within a crack, 
She cam wi' a right thieveless errand back; 
Misca'd me first, then bade me hound my dog, 
To wear up three waff ewes stray'd on the bog. 
I leugh, an' sae did she; then wi' great haste 
I clasp'd my arms about her neck an' waist; 
About her yielding waist, an' took a fouth 
O' sweetest kisses frae her glowing mouth. 
While hard an' fast I held her in my grips, 
My very saul cam lowping to my lips. 
Sair, sair she flet wi' me 'tween ilka smack, 
But weel I kend she meant nae as she spak. 

Is not that as pretty and precise as some of Theocritus? There is 
even that little low wall or dyke which recalls another field wall, on 
which, in accordance with the taste of Greek art for silhouettes 
against the open sky, the boy who kept the vineyards so badly was 
not leaning but sitting. We know nothing in the poetry of Ramsay's 
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time that comes near this freshness, this naturalness, this pleasing 

realism. The piece may be said to be unique between Renaissance 

and modem poetry. I do not know why the flexible ease of the 

lines makes me think of a Cowper who, instead of understanding 

the inward charm of a woman, would have understood her outward 

grace. Meanwhile we really are in Scotland: that sun which is 

struggling out of the mist is Scottish, as is the girl's dress; the 

features of the landscape and the characters are accurate and the 

language is truly local. 

If one considers not the historic function but the artistic result 

of his work, Ramsay's real merit is to have given a touch of grace 

to the lives of the Scottish peasants. In that he is unique. The 

distinctive characteristic of his country's literature is a rugged, 

virile realism, which was for long the expression of the people's 

manners and minds. To be sure, nothing had been able to prevent 

Nature from continuing to produce fine, healthy beings endowed 

with well-built bodies and graceful bearing, made to be the joy of 

the human eye; but a gloomy discipline had forbidden pleasure and 

taken away the sense of admiration from men's minds. Ramsay 

gave them back to them. He discerned the beauty and the charm 

which existed around him and which nobody seemed to see. 

Sometimes he turned them into an affected gentility but he gave 

Scotland back her smile. He dwelt upon the pretty details of life 

with more care and complaisance than any of the other Scottish 

poets. It is right to add, however, that he did not perceive deeper 

beauties. There was in the peasantry a moral nobility which found 

its expression in Bums's Cottar's Saturday Night and even in 

Fergusson's Farmer's Ingle. That beauty Ramsay did not understand. 

He did not penetrate into his country's soul, but he did know how 

to admire the native grace and the elegance of the race, with the 

eye of a genuine, delicate artist. 

Ramsay's true successor and Bums's true predecessor was Robert 

Fergusson. His life, which was a contrast to that of the first, was 

still shorter and more unhappy than that of the second. It is a 

pitiful story. Born in Edinburgh in 1750, he had spent a sickly 

childhood in those tall, air-less, badly-lit houses. At the age of 13 

he had obtained a bursary to the University of St. Andrews, which he 

left at the age of 17, when he returned to Edinburgh, without being 

able to make up his mind about his future. In order to live he was 

obliged to take a job as a copyist of legal papers. He spent his days 

at this task, and in the evenings, as he was sought after for his high 
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spirits and his wit, he took part in the heavy debauchery of the 
clubs. In the intervals he was writing his poems which appeared 
in the Weekly Magazine, and which were published in book form 
in 1773, without, it appears, bringing him in a shilling. His delicate 
constitution could not long resist the triple fatigue of work, poverty 
and excesses. At the beginning of 1774 he began to show signs of 
mental derangement. He alarmed one of his friends by telling him 
with scared looks and extravagant gestures that the evening before 
he had quarrelled with some students and in the brawl one of them 
had drawn a cutlass and cut off his head, which had rolled away 
quite a distance trembling and flowing with blood; and that, but 
for his presence of mind, he would now be a dead man; but he had 
run after it, and replaced it so skilfully in its old position that the 
parts had rejoined and no trace of his decapitation could be seen. 
This was madness, all the frightful symptoms of which were not 
long in appearing: the refusal of food for days on end, the long 
laments muttered to himself, the fits of violence, and sometimes 
delightful moments of poetry, and those heart-rending songs of the 
insane, often so expressive. At such times he would sing a charming 
melody, The Birks of lnvermay, with a very pathetic, tender accent. 
His widowed mother was without means. His family was reduced 
to putting him into one of those asylums which were at that time 
horrible dens of suffering. His friends had to deceive him to get 
him to enter a sedan chair, as though he were going to a party. 
When he saw himself within these walls, he guessed everything, and 
uttered a cry of despair, which was re-echoed by the howlings of the 
other lunatics. The two friends who had brought him there fled 
in terror. 

He remained for two months in one of those cells which were 
worse than our French dungeons. When he was quiet he was 
allowed visitors. A few days before his death his mother and sister 
found him on his straw pallet, calm and reasonable. This last 
scene (described by Peterkin) makes painful reading. 'The evening 
was chill and damp and he requested his mother to gather the 
bedclothes up over him and to sit on his feet, for, he said, they were 
so very cold as to be almost insensible to the touch. His mother 
did as he desired, and his sister took her seat by the bedside. He 
looked wistfully at his mother and said to her: "Oh, mother, how 
kind you are!" Then addressing his sister he said: "Could you not 
come often and sit beside me? You can't imagine how comfortable 
it would be-you might bring your seam and sew beside me." 
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They could not answer him and the interval of silence was filled with 
their sobs and tears. "What ails ye?" he went on. "Why do you 
sorrow for me, sirs? I am well cared for here-I do assure you, I 
want for nothing-but it is so cold-it is very cold. You know, I 
told you it would come to this. Yes, I told you so. Oh! don't go 
away yet, mother! I hope to be soon-Oh! don't go away! Don't 
leave me!"' The keeper came and told the poor women it was 
time to go. A few days more and Fergusson was found dead. He 
expired 'in the solitude of his cell, amid the terrors of the night, 
without a hand to help or an eye to pity. His dying couch was a 
mattress of straw. The last sounds which pealed upon his ear were 
the howlings of insanity.' 

In the deaths of poets there is none more distressing than this. It 

is even more so than those of Gilbert and Hegesippe Moreau. 
Thus ended before its twenty-fourth year a life that had been 
amiable, inoffensive and, for all its excesses, innocent. Fergusson's 
memory remained dear to his friends. 

This unhappy boy was a poet-a true poet-in his own way and 
within his own little domain. He had not the sense of physica1 
grace nor those swift flashes scattered here and there in Ramsay's 
work, nor those sudden touches of beauty that sparkle in Burns's 
poetry. In the old gloomy streets the race is often less beautiful, 
and above all has no knowledge of these occupations which display 
the body in advantageous attitudes. Neither had he the feeling of 
freshness which a country childhood gave to the other two poets. 
His poetry never smells of hawthorn blossom, the scents of beans 
in flower never reach it. Poor Fergusson! Never in long hours of 
leisure spent in the open had he breathed in the pure air of the fields: 
he had lived in the stinking shadow of the closes, at the damp foot 
of the huge houses whose roofs alone know the light. If the sun 
appears in his work, it is at the top of the buildings when it touches 
the weather-cock of St. Giles or the chimney-tops. Shut up all day 
in his miserable clerk's hovel, coming down in the evening to the 
taverns, he seems to have seen the sun mainly when returning 
home at dawn. Light was for him a luxury. Again, he lacked the 
true gaiety, the liveliness of the old poems, the broad joviality 
which a robust temperament gave Burns, and the bright vivacity 
which Ramsay got from his contentment with life. Of unhealthy 
complexion, sickly and weakened by privations and lack of air, 
he could not have the same vitality. Lastly, a strange thing in such 
a young man-he does not seem to have been in love. There is 
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scarcely an allusion in his poems to love, except to the nocturnal 
amours to be met with under a lamp.post. He was wretched, ill-clad, 
ashamed. In lines that have a touch of sadness he himself says: 

If ony mettl'd sirrah green 
For favour frae a lady's e'en, 
He maunna care for bein' seen 

Before he sheath 
His body in a scabbard clean 
O' gude braid Claith. 
For, gin he come wi' coat thread-bare, 
A feg for him she winna care, 
But crook her bonny mou' fu' sair, 

And scald him baith; 
Wooers shou'd aye their travel spare 

Without Braid Claith. 
You would think there is a personal grievance there. But with all 

these deficiencies his observation was accurate, precise and sincere, 
he had a nice sense of the picturesque, a good deal of spontaneity, 
a certain grace, a fluent, lucid style and a streak of quiet, gentle 
irony. He had applied these qualities to the scenes around him. 
He was the poet of Edinburgh, the painter of the streets, the cross
ings, the taverns, the oyster cellars, the scenes and festivals of the 
working people, the incidents that excite and stir up the lower 
classes. 

Sometimes he shows the rejoicings that mark the King's birthday 
in Edinburgh. The bells ring, the castle fires a salvo of guns; the 
King's beggars arrive to receive their annual gift. These are the 
privileged beggars ('the Blue-gown bodies'): on that day they 
get a penny for each year of the King's age, a new blue gown, a 
good dinner and a sermon by one of the King's chaplains: 

Sing likewise, Muse, how Blue-coat bodies, 
Like scar-craws new ta'en down frae woodies, 
Come here to cast their clouted duddies, 

An' get their pay: 
Than them what magistrate mair proud is 

On King's birthday? 
The City Guard has put on its full-dress uniform; crackers go 

off, hissing, on all sides, from time to time singeing a wig; the 
populace indulges in coarse practical jokes. Or else we have the 
amusements and pleasures of The Daft Days, that is, the days round 
about the New Year; The Sitting and Rising of the Session; or 
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The Election of the Magistrates. In Auld Reikie he sings the life of 
Edinburgh, from the moment the servant lasses, rubbing their eyes, 
'begin their lies and clashes,' to that when in the evening one finds 
the 'macaronis' or fops lying dead drunk in the puddles and gutters, 
soiled and rendered malodorous by the dangerous hour of the day. 
Fergusson's two best poems in this category are Leith Races and 
especially Hallow Fair. The latter begins with a description of the 
morning: 

At Hallownas, whan nights grow lang, 
And starnies shine fu' clear, 
Whan fock, the nippin cauld to bang, 
Their winter hapwarms wear; 
Near Edinburgh a fair there hads, 
I wat there's nane whase name is, 
For strappin dames and sturdy lads, 
And cap and stoup, mair famous 

Than it that day. 
Upo' the tap o' ilka lum 
The sun began to keek, 
And bade the trig-made maidens come 
A sightly joe to seek 
At Hallow Fair, whare browsters rare 
Keep gude ale on the gantries, 
And dinna scrimp ye o' a skair 
O' kebbucks frae their pantries 

Fu' saut that day. 

On the fair-ground the chapmen display and cry up their wares. 
There are tinkers, braziers, horse-dealers, fortune-tellers and a 
stocking-seller, Sawney, from Aberdeen. Over yonder is the 
inevitable recruiting sergeant who appears in all the crowds of this 
period: 

The dinlin' drums alarm our ears, 
The serjeant screeches fu' loud, 
'A' gentlemen and volunteers, 
That wish their country gude, 
Come here to me, and I sall gie 
Twa guineas an' a crown, 
A bowl o' punch that like the sea 
Will soum a lang dragoon 

Wi' ease this day.' 

Further over, the horses are prancing and neighing. Under the 
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tents the old men are drinking. There is such a din of shouting, of 

women and children gabbling-such a hullabaloo-that one would 
think one was back at the tower of Babel. The sun sets and people 
go back to the town to crowd together in the taverns. But it does 

not do to laugh too much. The old churls of the City Guard are 
there, ill-treating and molesting the good drunkards. And one 

must not complain, as Jock Bell sees: he gets a blow from a Loch
aber axe and makes the mistake of protesting: 

'Ohon! quo' he, I'd rather be 
By sword or bagnet stickit, 
Than hae my crown or body wi' 
Sic deadly weapon nickit.' 
Wi' that he gat anither straik 
Mair weighty than before, 
That gar'd his feckless body aik 
An' spew the riekin gore 

Fu' red that night. 
Gude folk as ye come frae the fair, 
Bide yont frae this black squad; 
There's nae sic savages elsewhere 
Allow'd to wear cockade. 
Than the strong lion's angry maw, 
Or tusk o' Russian bear, 
Frae their wanruly fellin paw 
Mair cause hae ye to fear 

Your death that day. 

Fergusson did not like the battalion of the old Gaels. No doubt 
he had had a crow to pluck with them. 

Leith Races is a poem of the same category, with this difference 
that at the beginning Fergusson introduces an imaginary, abstra<,t 
figure, Mirth, whom he meets and with whom he walks on. It is a 
somewhat unfortunately ingenious idea which adds nothing to the 
poem and has the defect of bringing into a realistic picture an 
insipid allegory in the style of the 18th century. Bums took up 
this device again at the beginning of his Holy Fair, putting more 
life into it and adapting it better to the piece as a whole. 
All these poems are in the ancient vein. The Holy Fair and Leith 

Races are written in the old nine-lined stanza. The Daft Days and 
The King's Birthday are written in the shorter stanza of five lines. 
Fergusson, as we have already seen, was linked up with the seam 
of the humorous mock elegies by his Elegy on the Death of Mr. 
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David Gregory, professor of Mathematics, and by that on John 
Hogg, late Porter to the University of St. Andrews. 

One last poem by Fergusson, The Farmer's Ingle, occupies a 
place apart in his work, by its form and by its tone. Instead of 
being written in short lines and light stanzas, it is in heroic lines of 
five feet, the line used by Spenser and Milton, and in nine-lined 
stanzas, resembling the Spenserian stanza. Fergusson's, however, 
is less skilful and less compact. Spenser's stanza really forms a 
whole, thanks to the middle rhymes that come into the first and 
third tercets and bind them together; the rhymes are in fact dis
posed thus: ababbcbcc. In Fergusson's stanza instead of three 
rhymes there are four, which follow each other thus: ababcdcdd, 
so that in reality the stanza breaks after the second b and the two 
parts are held together only by the typographical juxtaposition 
and not by the interpenetration of sonorities. Here is an example 
of each. The first is taken from the beginning of Canto VI of the 
Faerie Queen: 

Like as a ship, that through the Ocean wyde, 
Directs her course unto one certaine cost, 
Is met of many a counter winde and tyde, 
With which her winged speed is let and crost, 
And she her selfe in stormie surges tost; 
Yet, making many a horde and many a bay, 
Still winneth way, ne bath her compasse lost: 
Right so it fares with me in this long way, 
Whose course is often stayed, yet never is astray. 

Compare with that this stanza from The Farmer's Ingle: 
When gloamin' grey out-owre the welkin keeks, 
When Batie ca's his owsen to the byre; 
When Thrasher John, sair dung, his barn-door steeks, 
An' lusty lasses at the dightin' tire; 
What bangs fu' leal the e'enin's coming cauld, 
An' gars snaw-tappit Winter freeze in vain, 
Gars dowie mortals look baith blythe an' bauld, 
Nor fley'd wi' a' the poortith o' the plain; 
Begin, my Muse, and chaunt in hamely strain. 

Nevertheless this is a stanza of grave and noble bearing. The tone 
too has lost all irony and if the picture remains humble and realistic, 
it is serious. It has as an epigraph two lines from Virgil's Georgics. 
Though it is purely descriptive this piece would, in the Scottish 
literary tradition, belong rather to the category of The Gentle 
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Shepherd, by its mixture of embellishment and truth. The poem 
is written purely in Scots. Because of its influence on Bums it is 
useful to have a closer look at it. It is the description of an evening 
round the hearth in a little farm-house-a charmingly natural and 
accurate picture. After putting the cheerlessness of the outside 
world, described in the stanza quoted above, like a dark frame 
round this warm, happy corner, the poet shows us the preparations 
for the evening meal: 

Frae the big stack, weel winnow'd on the hill, 
Wi' divets theekit frae the weet and drift, 
Sods, peats, and heath'ry trufs the chimley fill, 
And gar their thick'ning smeek salute the lift; 
The gudeman, new come hame, is blythe to find, 
When he out o'er the halland flings his een, 
That ilka turn is handled to his mind, 
That a' his housie looks sae cosh and clean; 
For cleanly house lo'es he, tho' e'er sae mean. 

Weel kens the gudewife that the pleughs require 
A heartsome meltith, and refreshing synd 
O' nappy liquor, o'er a bleezing fire; 
Sair wark and poortith douna weel be join'd. 
Wi' butter'd bannocks now the girdle reeks: 
I' the far nook the bowie briskly reams; 
The readied kail stands by the chimley cheeks, 
And had the riggin het wi' welcome streams; 
Whilk than the daintiest kitchen nicer seems. 

On sicken food-has mony a doughty deed 
By Caledonia's ancestors been done; 
By this did mony a wight fu' weirlike bleed 
In brulzies frae the dawn to set o' sun; 
'Twas this that brac'd their gardies, stiff an' strang, 
That bent the deidly yew in ancient days, 
Laid Denmark's daring sons on yird alang. 
Gar'd Scottish thristles bang the Roman bays: 
For near our crest their heads they doughtna raise. 

Supper over, the conversation begins. Besides the preoccupa
tions common to all farmers, we find in it the traces of many of the 
things we saw in Burns's life. The description of this home would 
almost do to reconstitute the one in which our poet was brought 
up. In it we find corroborated many of the details of his life or his 



110 AUGUSTE ANGELLIER 

memories: the stool of repentance (the 'cuttie stool'); the old 
gossip's tales of the supernatural, the religious superstitions, the 
intervention of the evil spirits. 

The couthy cracks begin when supper's o'er, 
The cheering bicker gars them glibly gash 
O' simmer's showery blinks and winter's sour, 
Whase floods did erst their mailin's produce hash. 
'Bout kirk an' market eke their tales gae on, 
How Jock woo'd Jenny here to be his bride, 
And there how Marion, for a bastart son, 
Upo' the cutty stool was forc'd to ride, 
And waefu' scald o' our Mess John to bide. 

The fient a cheep's amang the barnies now, 
For a' their anger's wi' their hunger gane; 
Ay maun the childer, wi' a fastin' mou', 
Grumble and greet, and make an unco mane. 
In rangels round before the ingle's low, 
Fra Gudame's mouth auld warld tale they hear, 
O' warlocks louping round the wirrikow, 
O' ghaists that win in glen and kirk-yard drear, 
Whilk touzles a' their tap, and gars them shak wi' fear. 

For weel she trows that fiends and fairies be 
Sent fare the de'il to fteetch us to our ill; 
That ky hae tint their milk wi' evil eie, 
And corn been scowder'd on the glowing kill. 
0 mock na this, my friends! but rather mourn, 
Ye in life's brawest spring wi' reason clear, 
Wi' eild our idle fancies a' return, 
And dim our dolefu' days wi' bairnly fear; 
The mind's ay cradled when the grave is near. 

Towards the end of the evening the farmer goes and sits on the 
long wooden seat which in old farm-houses was fastened to the wall. 
The cat and dog come to him and he throws them crumbs of cheese. 
The lads come and ask him for the next day's orders. At last the 
whole household, masters and servants, go off to sleep 'till waken'd 
by the dawning's ruddy glow'. 

Peace to the husbandman and a' his tribe, 
Whase care fells a' our wants frae year to year! 
Lang may his sock and couter turn the glybe ! 
And banks o' corn bend down wi' laded ear! 
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May Scotia's simmers ay look gay and green, 
Her yellow har'st frae scowry blasts decreed! 
May a' her tenants sit fu' snug and bein, 
Frae the hard grips o' ails and poortith freed, 
And a lang lasting train o' peaceful hours succeed! 

111 

This is assuredly Fergusson's most promising poem. In addition 

to its quality of observation, simplicity and nobility, it gives evidence 

of a precious instinct for finding in life subjects of poetry. It is a 

great gift to be able to discover new themes, or at least to rejuvenate 

eternal themes. Fergusson had it within the limits to which Fate 

had confined him. 'The poet,' says someone who has written 

excellently about him, 'has here hit upon the true theme of poetry. 

It is by far the happiest of bis efforts, and had his taste always led 

him to the choice of such subjects, he might have disputed the 

first place in Scottish fame with Bums. Independently indeed of 

all relative considerations, it is a noble poem, a refreshing and 

faithful picture of the simple and virtuous manners of an interesting 

class of society, and shews how well he was qualified by nature for 

the performance of the national work so admirably executed by his 

great successor. It breathes the true inspiration of poetry and 

patriotism.' 
(Gray. Remarks on the Writing of Fergusson, p. XXII.) 

There was something else between Fergusson and Bums other 

than a choice of subjects, but this eulogy is none the less justified: 

it is no small honour for a young man of twenty-three to have left 

a poem in which there lives a little bit of his country's soul, and which 

has taken its place among those pictures which a race preserves, 

because it is proud to recognise itself in them. 
Fergusson exercised a great influence on Bums for various 

reasons, not all of them literary. Bums always had a peculiar 

sympathy for him. In his youth he saw in that unhappy life a fate 

not unlike his own. He possibly thought more than once that his 

end (apart from the madness) would not be very different. The very 

fact that both bore the same Christian name seemed to him to make 

them of the same family: our minds have these superstitions. He 

was being sincere when he called him his brother: 
'O thou, my elder brother in misfortune, 
By far my elder brother in the Muse.' 

Besides, he felt he owed him a kind of gratitude. You remember 

that when he had returned from Irvine, discouraged, having 

renounced poetry, it was Fergusson's Scottish poems that had given 
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him new life. He had 'strung anew his wildly-sounding, rustic 
lyre, with emulating vigour'. Fergusson had rendered him the 
service that humble artists sometimes render a greater master: 
they give him confidence and help him to dare to carry on, because 
the distance between what they have done and what he believes he 
can do is not very great. Besides, it suited the generosity and the 
feelings of resentment in his nature to take sides with an unrecog
nised genius against the rich people who had let him die in poverty: 

'Curse on ungrateful man, that can be pleas'd, 
And yet can starve the author of that pleasure!' 

And elsewhere he said again: 
'O Fergusson! thy glorious parts 
Ill suited law's dry, musty arts! 
My curse upon your whunstane hearts, 

Ye Enbrugh gentry! 
A tithe o' what ye waste at cartes 

Wad stow'd his pantry!' 
This predilection for Fergusson showed itself in many circum

stances. We have not forgotten the touching homage he paid him, 
and the tomb in Greyfriars cemetery. This name appears again 
and again in his correspondence and in his poems every time he has 
to speak of Scottish poetry. He seems to prefer him to Ramsay: 
'Ramsay and famous Fergusson'. And elsewhere: 

'O for a spunk o' Allan's glee 
Or Fergusson's, the bauld an' slee!' 

And in the stanza quoted above on Ramsay and Gilbertfield, it is 
again to Fergusson that he gives the most striking line. This is a 
preference that seems to us exaggerated. Fergusson is inferior 
to Ramsay: let us say, to be fair and to take into account his early 
death, that his work is inferior to Ramsay's. 

However that may be, Fergusson's influence on Burns is very 
perceptible. Of all the Scottish poets, it is he whom Burns has 
most imitated. 

The Mutual Complaint of Plainstanes and Causey furnished him 
with the idea of the conversation between The Brigs o' Ayr; Leith 
Races gave him the beginning of The Holy Fair; Caller Water 
inspired him, in contrast, with his Scotch Drink, that is, the praise 
of whisky; and above all, The Farmer's Ingle was without question 
the inspirer of his beautiful poem, The Cottar's Saturday Night. 
But we must reduce this imitation to its proper limits. Fergusson's 
influence on Burns was wholly external: the latter did not imitate 
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Fergusson's manner, he borrowed subjects from him, and to a 
lesser degree, ideas for subjects. In Burns's vigorous hands the 
same themes, thin and delicate in Fergusson, become rich, lively, 
charged with life, and immediately take on a general interest as 
human instead of purely local subjects. The difference which 
separates Fergusson's best effort from what is not Bums's master
piece, that is The Farmer's Ingle from The Cottar's Saturday Night, 
is as you will see incommensurable. The two pieces are not on the 
same plane. Fergusson's consists of minute, accurate description. 
It has neither the great poetry nor the noble fervour nor the social 
range of Burns's poem. It completely lacks that fullness of life, 
that loud sonorous tone as of a mighty vase which rings out when 
one touches Bums's work with a finger. It is the effort of a delicate, 
talented child beside that of an exceptional man. Besides, there 
was no natural bond between the poor Edinburgh writer and the 
sturdy Ayrshire peasant. The latter is much nearer the older 
poets: he has their vital force and their movement, but he has in 
addition a passion and an intellectual power of which they had no 
inkling. 

Such are the origin and the development of that native genre of 
poetry with which the most significant and the most convincing 
half of Burns's production can be said to be connected: his little 
poems dealing with popular manners and customs, almost all his 
epistles and his mock elegies. In a few pieces he used the old nine
lined stanza, such as it was transmitted to him in a modified form 
by Fergusson. Almost everywhere else he employed the little 
five-lined stanza, Robert Semple's stanza, which he handled with 
extraordinary dexterity, and to which he gave every twist, from 
roguishness to deepest gravity. Tam o' Shanter and The Jolly 
Beggars also belong to the same inspiration, though they have a 
different form. All this part of his work comes from that old 
branch of Scottish poetry: it is its flower, or, to use a botanical 
word which gives a better indication of its proportions in relation 
to the stem which bears it, its rich, clustering, terminal corymb. 

One sees then that Burns's work is a continuation and as it were 
the prolongation of the popular poetry of Scotland. One also sees 
the choice he made in the models which that poetry offered him. 
He neglected the ballads, in spite of the craze which his time had 
for them, because they are the expression of a life quite different 
from the one he knew. In contrast, he took possession of the songs 
and the little popular poems, because they were in accordance 



114 AUGUSTE ANGELLIER 

with his way of seeing the world. In each of these two domains 
of poetry he has taken by far the first place. By this double mastery 
he is unique among Scottish poets. The authors of songs have 
produced hardly anything else. Allan Ramsay and Fergusson, 
remarkable for their poems, are, as far as their songs are concerned, 
very second-rate-especially Fergusson. Bums alone has gathered 
the two laurels. 

It would be easy to discover traces of other influences in Bums: 
memories of Shakespeare, reminiscences of Shenstone, Thomson, 
Beattie, Gray, Graham, Young, Ossian and others. These are 
accidental particles which one must look for with a microscope, 
and almost always in his poems with literary pretensions. They 
are of no importance and form no part of his genius. They are 
specks of reading that have fallen here and there on some of his 
verses. Noting them is an amusement for the meticulous researcher. 
Some writers in Notes and Comments have picked out resemblances 
between passages in Bums and Gower, Bums and Horace, Bums 
and Propertius. There is a certain interest in examining the traces 
of earth sticking to a traveller's shoes: that can indicate the way he 
has come. But if he has walked with his eyes fixed on the distant 
peaks or on the more distant stars, that scarcely helps us to know 
what he has seen or what he has felt. Moreover we know that Bums 
had received his first literary impressions from reading Addison and 
Pope. It may be that there is in these frequentations an impalpable 
influence, that sort of inherent quality (maniere d'etre) that emanates 
from an author and may affect those on familiar terms with him. 
That is a more general, a deeper and a subtler influence which often 
does not reveal itself in any external imitation, but is like the 
authority of one character over another. These are intangible, 
inaccessible .things which belong to the mystery of the formation 
of minds. 

It is understood that this account of the literary forms which 
Bums received from his predecessors is not meant in any way or 
to any degree to be an explanation of his work. It is simply the 
exposition of the literary moulds which he had at his disposal, and, 
as it were, the pattern of the vessels which he found to hand. Into 
these he poured his own wine, which is properly speaking his genius. 
Just as the receptacle does not explain the aroma of the wine, so 
the literary form does not explain the soul which it contains. To 
take transmissions and borrowings of mere outer coverings for 
influences or moral causes is an error too frequently made for one 
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not to require to guard against it. Indeed, one must not forget 
that of all the influences that go to the making of a genius, the 
literary influences are perhaps the least or the least profound. 
They provide either technical models or-to give them their full 
importance-intellectual nourishment, and at the same time starting
points and goals to achieve. They are what a picture-gallery can 
be to a clever young man with artistic aspirations to painting: a 
collection of procedures, examples and subjects. They may even 
determine the manner in which his efforts will be exercised or 
begin to be exercised; but it is not they that will provide either the 
force or the intensity of feeling that are the basis and essence of 
genius, or even the sensations in which these gifts function and 
fortify themselves. The spectacle of life, his own passions, and the 
thousand aspects of Nature dying or renewed, furnished Burns with 
more than did his reading. Among his masters are some that 
taught him more than all the others, and for whom he proclaimed 
his gratitude: 

The simple Bard, rough at the rustic plough, 
Learning his tuneful trade from ev'ry bough; 
The chanting linnet, or the mellow thrush, 
Hailing the setting sun, sweet, in the green thorn bush; 
The soaring lark, the perching red-breast shrill, 
Or deep-ton'd plovers, grey, wild-whistling o'er the hill. 

Erratum: p. 52, 1970 Burns Chronicle, Robin Gray should read Duncan 
Gray. 
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Nile Street, Glasgow, C.1. 
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Past-Presidents-DANIEL J. MclLoowIE, J.P., "lnvermay," Doune Road, 
Dunblane, Perthshire. 
ROBERT DoNALDSON, 42 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
Dr. JOHN I. TAYLOR, M.B., Ch.B., 7 Kennedy Close, 

Millhouse Green, Pennistone, Yorks. 
GEORGE v ALLANCE, s Park Terrace, Lugar, Cumnock. 
Dr. J. S. MoNTGOMERIE, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., 

F.S.A.Scot., "The Mount," High Barnes, Sunder
land, Co. Durham. 

S. W. LoVE, 1 Queensborough Gardens, Glasgow, W.2. 
W. J. KING-GILLIES, "The Lomonds," Cupar Road, 

Auchtermuchty, Fife. 
ANDERSON WILSON, 35 Long Lane, Carlton-in-Lindrick, 

Worksop, Notts. 
H. GEORGE McKERRow, J.P., 52 Buccleuch Street, 

Dumfries. 
ANDREW STENHOUSE, M.A., LL.B., 82 West Nile Street, 

Glasgow, C.1. 
FRED. J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, 

Edinburgh, 9. 
A. NED.. CAMPBELL, F.C.C.S., 141 Craiglea Drive, 

Edinburgh, EHlO 5PP. 
ALEX. MACMILLAN, M.A., Ed.B., 13 Kilwinning Road, 

Irvine. 
District Representatives. 

I. Ayrshire-Tuos. ANDERSON, 36 Linfern A venue East, Kil
marnock. 

DAVID DuNLOP, The Ross Hotel, John Finnie Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

J. GLASS, M.A., 1 Doonholm Road, Alloway, Ayr. 
II. Llinburgh-R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, 

Edinburgh, 9. 
III. Glasgow-R. DICKSON JOHNSTON, 77 Clouston Street, Glasgow, 

N.W. 
JAMES B. MCWILLIAM, 11 Waterside Gardens, 

Carmunnock, Clarkston, Glasgow. 
IV. Dunbartonshire and Argyll Shires-EDGAR F. YOUNG, "Lismore," 

Balmaha, Glasgow. 
V. Fifeshire-A. A. FARMER, "Braeface", Tarvit Avenue, Cupar, 

Fife. 
VI. Lanarkshire-ABE TRAIN, 71 Woodside Crescent, Newmains, 

Lanarkshire. 
THOMAS BosLEM, 82 Mosshall Street, Newarthill, 

Motherwell. 
VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders-A. Y. CRAWFORD, 164 

Newhaven Road, Edinburgh. 
VIll. West Lothian-

IX. Renfrewshire-ROBERT MILLER, 11 Murdieston Street, Green
ock. 

X. Stirling, C/ackmannan and West Perth Shires-Mrs. W. G. 
STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tulhbody, Clack
mannanshire. 

Mrs. MARION Fox, 7 Henderson Place, Alva. 
JoHN 0. STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, 

Clackmannanshire. 
XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross-RON. LlvINosroN, 58 

High Street, Montrose. 
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XII. Northern Scottish Counties-CHARLBS C. EASTON, F.S.A.Scot., 
SS Rosehill Drive, Aberdeen. 

XIII. Southern Scottuh Counties-HUGH CuNNINGHAM, 7 Auembly 
Street, Dumfries. 

Mrs S. KNIGHT, 17 Greenlea Road, Annan, 
Dumfriesshire. 

XIV. London and South-&stern England-A. F. ROBERTSON, 
30 Dorset Court, 211-213 Kingsway, Hove, 
Sussex, BN3-4FD. 

XV. North Eastern England-W. K. Donnan, S Buxton Gardens, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham. 

XVI. North Western England-Mrs. T. G. DUNWP, "Dinarth", 
16 Half Edge Lane, Eccles, Lancashire. 

XVII. Yorkshire-James Parnham, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, 
Leeds, LSS 2QT 

XVIIl. North and East Midlands-G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, 
Rotherham. 

J.E. INGLIS, "Glentress," 13 Halloughton Road, 
Southwell, Notts. 

XIX. West Midlands of England-
XX. South Western England-GEORGE LAING, 104 Three Elms Road, 

Hereford. 
XXI. Wales-ROBERT FYFE, 32 Main Road, Wharncliffe Side, 

Sheffield, S30 3DN. 
XXII. Ireland-J. GRANT Coee, 78 Kempson Avenue, Wyldegreen, 

Sutton Coldfield, Warwick. 
XXIII. A/rica-JAS. A. MCLEISH, "Craigielea," South Bums, Chester-le

Street, Co. Durham. 
XXIV. Australia-Ex-Baillie JoHN GRAY, 135 Whitletts Road, Ayr. 
XXV. New Zealand-Mrs. M. RENNIE, 72 Trossachs Road, Cathkin, 

Rutherglen. 
XXVI. Canada-Provost E. ROBERTSON, Rosemount Street, Dumfries. 

XXVII. /ndia-WJLLIAM F. HoWB, Heathervale, Eastbank, Brechin. 
XXVIII. U.S.A.-MARVIN D. McQUEEN, D'Arcy Advertising Co. Inc., 

430 Park Avenue, New York, 10022, U.S.A. 
XXIX. Europe-Mrs. M. CoULSON, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries. 

Sue-CoMMlTI1!1!S. 
Finance: Mr. H. G. McKerrow (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs. 

Neil Campbell, T. Anderson, S. W. Love, R. Dickson Johnstone, J. S. 
Montgomerie, J.B. McWilliam and R. Donaldson. 

Memorials: Mr. G. Vallance (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs.J. 
Gray, H. Cunningham, G. W. Burnett, E. Young, A. Y. Crawford, E. 
Robertson, R. A. B. McLaren and D. J. Mcildowie. 

Literature: Mr. Alex MacMillan (Convener), Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 
Mrs. M. Fox, Messrs. F. J. Belford, T. Anderson, J. S. Montgomerie, 
Anderson Wilson, G. W. Burnett, J.E. Inglis, T. Boslem, E. Young and 
D. J. Mclldowie. Co-opted Member: Albert W. Finlayson. 

Schools: Mr. Fred J. Belford and A. W. Finlayson (Joint Conveners), 
Mrs. M: Fox, Mrs. M. Coulson, Messrs. A. MacMillan, G. W. Burnett, 
Anderson Wilson, J. Gray, R. A. B. McLaren, J. D. Stewart, J. Glass and 
D. J. Mcildowie. 

AUDITORS. 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock. 



ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

AMoclATE MEMBERS. 
(As at I.rt NOYember, 1968) 
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Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Attwood, 16 Orchard Road, Melbourn, Royston, Herts. 
Gordon M. Mackley, 92b Renwick Street, Marrickvillc, Sydney, 

Australia. 
Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Lochside, Dumfries. 
Miss M. I. Dickson, Argyle House, 16 Victoria Road, Darlington, Co. 

Durham. 
Mrs. J. Henderson, 9 Balmoral Avenue, Dumfries. 
Miss Marie Lax, 101 Grosvenor Road, Jesmond, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Miskell, 43 Norfolk Crescent, Bishopbriggs. Glasgow. 

'W. R. Platt, 86. Silverknowe Gardens, Edinburgh, 4. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Irvine, "Ulvescroft," 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, 

Rotherham, Yorks. 
F. Cameron, 93 Lochlea Road, Cumbernauld, Glasgow. 
William Mcintosh, 134 Kylepark Drive, Uddingston. 
G. Walker, 7 Geneva Crescent, Darlington, Co. Durham. 
Dr. D. M. O'Flaherty, 9 Cherry Orchards, Tetbury, Gloucester. 
Mrs. Little, 8 Wallace Street, Dumfries. 
Miss M. McGeorge, 39 Wallace Street, Dumfries. 
Miss Callander, 9 Union Street, Dumfries. 

•Mrs. Rogerson, 16 Caul View, Dumfries. 
Dr. Donald M. McKay, Belisera Medical Dept., Kalighat P.O., South 

Sylhet, E. Pakistan. 
Robert Wallace, 3 Campbell Place, Dreghom. 
Frank G. Parr, 29 Elmsway, Bramhall, Cheshire. 
Wm. Ferguson, 91 Dunlop Road, Dumfries. 
R. S. Binnie, Glenbervie, 27 Lockton Avenue, Heanor, Derbyshire. 
John Skillin, Lochengelly, Gartmore, Stirling. 
John C. Weir, 75 Wilson Road, Allanton, Shotts, Lanarkshire. 
Duncan Smith, 18 Newton Drive, Newmains, Lanarkshire. 
Miss C. Rodway, Park View Boys' Home, Falmer Road, Darlington. 

• R. Peel, 25 Raby Road, Newtonhall Estate, Framwellgate Moor, Co. 
Durham. 

Master Frank Zwolenski, Denpark. Abernethy, Perthshire. 
Edgar Young, "Lismore", Balmaha, Glasgow. 
W. McCallum, 2 Redwood Crescent, Bishopton, Renfrewshire. 
Prof. Colin R. Blyth, U.I. Math. Dept., Urbana, Illinois. 
S. Alexander, 8 Ash Drive, Wear Valley View Estate, Willington, 

Co.Durham. 
Walter B. Elder, "The Spittal," Stonehouse, Lanarkshire. 
James Snodgrass, "Elrig'', Gartmore, Stirling. 
Lt.-Col. J. Fraser, Southbank, Grange Loan, Edinburgh, 9. 
I. McNab, 31 Howards Lane, Putney, London, S.W.5. 

•John Cairney, 
Mrs. N. Kristiansen, V. Holbergsalm 16, Bergen, Norway. 
Toshio Namba, 29-19, 1-Chome, Shimizu, Suginami-Ku, Tokyo, Japan. 
James Mitchell, 62a Rosetta Road, Peebles. 
Chief Constable Merrilees, O.B.E., Lothian and Peebles Constabulary 

Force, 41 Park Road, Edinburgh, 6. 
Bruce H. Garrett, "lpsley," 27A Featherston Road, Streetly, nr. Sutton 

Coldfield, Warwickshire. 
A. K. McLeish, Esq., 17 Meadowside, Beith. 
G. A. McNicoll, P.O. Box 20, Gibsons, B.C., Canada. 
Professor Kenneth W. Gordon, 412 Captain Cook Apts., 102? Sutlej 

Street, Victoria B.C., Canada. 
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James Moffat, 14 Beechwood Crescent, Lesmahagow. 
, William Fisher, 2910 West 3rd Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 

Edward Lowe, 57 Brownley Court, Hollyhedge Road, Benchill, Man-
chester, 22. 

James Simpson, 3 Bonnyton Place, Dunfermline. 
John Begg, 16 Dobroyd Parade, Haberfield 2045, Sydney, Australia. 
John Allan, 60 Hazeldean Crescent, Wishaw, Lanarkshire. 
Mrs. M. Watson, "Glen Elgin", 67 Henhurst Hill, Burton-on-Trent. 
Mrs. Senga Millican, Park Hall Country aub, Spinkhill, Sheffield. 
Robert George, Erskine Bank, Overtown, by Wishaw. 
Hector A. Brown, 717-745 Wolseley Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada. 
Robert Alexander Williamson, 97 Mellons Bay Road, Howick, Auckland, 

New Zealand. 
• F. Magyar, Budapest House, 232 Oxford Road, Caine, Wilts. 

Mrs. Isabel Anderson, 263 Millhouses Lane, Sheffield 11. 
Mrs. M. D. Morley, 29 Renshaw Road, Elderslie, Renfrewshire. 
Mrs. Margaret McKellar, 50 Douglas Street, Viewpark. Uddingston, 

Lanarkshire. 
Mrs. M. McDougall, 6 Fairfield Avenue, Bonnybridge, Stirlingshire. 
Murdo McDougall, 6 Fairfield Avenue, Bonnybridge, Stirlingshire. 
Robert Burns, 35 Bush Court, Priors Road, Cheltenham, Glos. 
Mrs. D. Biggar, 18 Brook Street, Dumfries. 
Mrs. McWilliams, 6 Briarbank, Dumfries. 
J. D. Lamb, Qatar National Cement Co., (S.A.Q.), Doha-Qatar, P.O. Box 

No. 1333, Arabian Gulf. 
• William Muirhead, 9 Seaforth Road, Bainsford, Falkirk. 

B. M. Stowe, 5554 Waterman, St. Louis, Mo. 63112, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Chloe Sue Woods, 1751 N. Woodlawn Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 63124, 

U.S.A. 
Thos. Newall, 92 Robson Road, Keiraville, Via Wollongong, N.S.W., 

Australia. 
Archibald N. C. Paton, 63 St. John's Avenue, Mangerton, Via Wollongong, 

N.S.W., Australia. 
Dr. A. Bruce Wallace, Hunterston, Leckhampton Hill, Cheltenham. 
William A. Allan, 67 Bonet Lane, Brbisworth, Rotherham. 
Mrs. Austin, Oakvale, 142 Annan Road, Dumfries. 
Frederick Allwood, M.lnst.R., 73 Church Street, Leigh, Lanes. 
R. L. Brown 

~·G. K. Murray, 25 West Chapelton Drive, Bearsden, Glasgow. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Ellis, 9 Balmoral Road, Kirk Hallam, Ilkeston, Derby-

shire. 
Miss N. J. Symons, "Edina", 15 Cross Lane, Bebington, Cheshire. 
Barrie Tiernan, P.O. Box 795, Darwin NT 5794, Australia. 
Mrs. Mary Andrews, Knocknareagh, Ballynafem, Annaclone, Banbridge, 

Co. Down. 
Mrs. Jean Jeavons, 36 Brunswick Road, Rotherham. 
lain C. Paul, 608E Burkwood Ct., Urbana, Illinois, 61801, U.S.A. 
Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 Kirkcowan St., Dumfries. 
Mrs. Mary Millar, "Newington," Solway Drive, Dumfries. 

·John R. Pollock, Fire Station Bungalow, Glasgow Road, Bathgate, West 
Lothian. 

Bryan Booth, 27 Sandy Lane, lrlam, Manchester. 
Mrs. Jean Wilson, 23 Ellisland Drive, Summerhill, Dumfries. 
Mrs. Davina Wilson, 25 Church Street, Dumfries. 
Miss Angela Flannery, 8 Festival Road, Rainford, St. Helens, Lanes. 



LIST OF PAST PRESIDENTS 

1885-1899 : Provost Peter Sturrock, Kilmarnock. 
1899-1906 : Provost David Mackay, Kilmarnock. 
1906-1907 : David Murray, M.A., B.Sc., Kilmarnock. 
1907-1909 : William Wallace, M.A., LL.D., Glasgow. 
1909-1910 : Captain David Sneddon, V.D., Kilmarnock. 
1910-1923 : Duncan McNaught, LL.D., Kilmaurs. 
1923-1927 : Sir Robert Bruce, D.L., LL.D., Glasgow. 
1927-1930 : Sir Joseph Dobbie, S.S.C., Edinburgh. 
1930-1933 : Sir Alexander Gibb, G.B.E., C.B., London. 
1933-1937 : Ninian Macwhannell, F.R.I.B.A., Glasgow. 
1937-1943 : M. H. McKerrow, F.S.A.Scot., Dumfries. 
1943-1946 : John S. Clarke, J.P., Glasgow. 
1946-1948 : Sir Patrick Dollan, D.L., LL.D., J.P., Glasgow. 
1948-1950 : Thomas B. Goudie, Hamilton. 
1950-1951 : John McVie, O.B.E., M.S.M., Edinburgh. 
1951-1952 : James R. Crawford, F.S.A.Scot., Norwich. 
1952-1953 : J. Kevan McDowall, F.S.A.Scot., Glasgow. 
1953-1954 : John W. Oliver, M.A., D.Litt., Edinburgh. 
1954-1955 : A. Wilson Boyle, C.A., Ayr. 
1955-1956 : John E. Barbour, Bristol. 
1956-1957 : Alex Macmillan, M.A., Ed.B., Irvine. 
1957-1958 : James B. Hardie, F.I.AC., Glasgow. 
1958-1959 : A. Neil Campbell, F.C.C.S., Edinburgh. 
1959-1960 : Fred J. Belford, M.A., F.E.I.S., Edinburgh. 
1960-1961 : Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., Glasgow. 
1961-1962 : H. George McKerrow, J.P., Dumfries. 
1962-1963 : Anderson Wilson, Worksop, Notts. 
1963-1964 : W. J. King Gillies, Edinburgh. 
1964-1965 : Samuel W. Love, Glasgow. 
1965-1966 : Dr. James S. Montgomerie, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., 

F.S.A.Scot., Sunderland. 
1966-1967 : George Vallance, Cumnock. 
1967-1968 : Dr. J. I. Taylor, M.B., Ch.B.,Sheffield. 
1968-1969 : Robert Donaldson, Glasgow. 
1969-1970 : Daniel J. Mclldowie, J.P., Dunblane. 



List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has 
been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1931 Ha wick 
1894 Glasgow 1932 Stirling 
1895 Dundee 1933 London 
1896 Kilmarnock 1934 Glasgow 
1897 Greenock 1935 Ayr and Kilmarnock 
1898 Mauchline 1936 Elgin 
1899 Dumfries 1937 Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
1900 Kilmarnock 1938 Dumfries 
1901 Glasgow 1940-46 Glasgow 
1902 Greenock 1947 Dunoon 
1903 Edinburgh 1948 Stirling 
1904 ' Stirling 1949 Mauchline 
1905 Hamilton 1950 Bristol 
1906 Kilmarnock 1951 Montrose 
1907 Sunderland 1952 Norwich 
1908 St. Andrews 1953 Paisley 
1909 Dunfermline 1954 Sheffield 
1910 Lanark 1955 Edinburgh 
1911 Glasgow 1956 Cheltenham 
1912 Carlisle 1957 Aberdeen 
1913 Galashiels 1958 Harrogate 
1915-19 Glasgow 1959 Ayr 
1920 London 1960 Glasgow 
1921 Dunfermline 1961 Dumfries 
1922 Birmingham 1962 Durham 
1923 Ayr 1963 Stirling 
1924 Dumfries 1964 London 
1925 Edinburgh 1965 Hamilton 
1926 Perth 1966 Troon 
1927 Derby 1967 Sheffield 
1928 Aberdeen 1968 Falkirk 
1929 Troon 1969 Southport 
1930 Greenock 1970 Arbroath 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939 
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CONSTl'IUTION AND RULES 

Name. 

1. The Association shall be called "The Burns Federation," 
with headquarters at Kilmarnock. 

Objects. 

2. The objects of the Federation shall be-

(a) To encourage Societies and Movements who honour 
Robert Burns. 

(b) To strengthen the bond of fellowship among members 
of Bums Clubs and kindred Societies all over the 
world. 

(c) To keep alive the old Scottish Tongue. 

(d) To encourage and arrange School Children's Compe
titions in order to stimulate the teaching and study 
of Scottish history, literature, art and music. 

(e) To stimulate the development of Scottish literature, 
art and music. 

([) To mark with suitable inscriptions, repair, or renew 
Memorials of Robert Burns. 

Membership. 

3. (a) The Federation shall consist of-

(1) Federated Clubs and kindred Societies. 

(2) Associate members. 

Bums Clubs and kindred Societies may be admitted to the Federa
tion by the Executive Committee on application in writing to the 
Hon. Secretary, enclosing a copy of their Constitution and Rules 
and List of Office-bearers. Such applications shall be considered 
by the Executive Committee at its next meeting. 

(b) Burns Clubs and Societies shall be grouped into Districts 
as shown in the subjoined Schedule, but those on the borders of 
Districts may elect to which District they wish to belong. 

(c) Ladies or gentlemen, whether or not they are members of 
a federated Club or Society, may become Associate Members of 
the Federation on application in writing to the Hon. Secretary. 
They shall not be represented on the Executive Committee, but 
shall have the right to attend at Conferences of the Council, without 
voting powers. 
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(d) Ladies or gentlemen who have rendered conspicuous service 
to the Burns movement may be elected by the Council to the position 
of Honorary President or Honorary Vice-President, on the recom
mendation of the Executive Committee. 

Council. 

4. The Council shall consist of the Hon. Presidents, Hon. 
Vice-Presidents, Executive Committee, Associate Members, and 
three members elected by each Club and kindred Society. 

Conference of the Council. 

S. (a) The Annual Conference of the Council shall be held, 
at such place as may be arranged, on the second Saturday of 
September, when the Annual Reports shall be submitted and 
Office-bearers elected for the ensuing year.-Only in exceptional 
circumstances may this date be varied. 

(b) aubs and Societies outwith the United Kingdom may be 
represented by proxy at the Conference. 

(c) Nominations for Offices shall be made by the Executive 
Committee or by Clubs and Societies. The Executive Committee 
shall have power to make interim appointments. 

(d) Nominations of Office-bearers, Intimation of Election of 
District Representatives and Notices of Motion shall be lodged 
in writing with the Hon. Secretary not later than the first Saturday 
in June. 

(e) The Agenda of the Conference and the Annual Reports 
shall be issued to the Clubs and Societies by the Hon. Secretary 
not less than one month before the Conference. 

6. (a) The Executive Committee shall consist of-

(1) The President, Vice-Presidents, Past Presidents, Hon. Secre
tary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Hon. 
Secretary of School Children's Competitions, and Hon. Assistant 
Secretary. 

(2) Representative members elected by Districts as shown in 
the subjoined Schedule. 

(3) The offices of Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer may be 
combined. 

(b) All office-bearers shall retire annually, but shall be eligible 
for re-election. 
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(c) District Representative members shall be elected annually 
by Districts on the basis of one member for the first five Clubs, 
and one member for every additional ten Oubs in each District; 
but for Overseas Districts, one Club in each shall qualify for 
admission as a District. If a District fails to elect a representative 
member, the Executive Committee may fill the vacancy. 

Meetings of the Executive Committee. 
7. (a) The Executive Committee shall conduct the business of 

the Federation. It shall meet on the third Saturday of October, 
December, March and June. Only in exceptional circumstances 
may these dates be varied. The place of each meeting shall be 
fixed at the previous meeting. 

(b) The Hon. Secretary shall give at least one week's notice of 
meetings, along with the Agenda. 

(c) Notices of motion and other business to appear on the 
Agenda should reach the Hon. Secretary at least a fortnight before 
the meeting. 

(d) Special meetings may be held on a written request to the 
Hon. Secretary signed by not fewer than ten members of the Com
mittee and stating the business to be considered. 

(e) Ten shall form a quorum at meetings. 

Standing Sub-Committees. 
8. (a) Standing Sub-Committees may be appointed by the 

Executive Committee. They shall be appointed annually and shall 
consist of such members as may be considered necessary. They 
shall have power to co-opt additional members. 

(b) The President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer shall be ex officiis members of all Standing Sub-Com
mittees. 

(c) Five shall form a quorum at meetings. 
(d) The Sub-Committee on Finance shall meet prior to all 

Executive Quarterly Meetings. All other Sub-Committees shall 
meet as may be arranged. 

Subscriptions. 
9. (a) Each Club, or Society, on admission to the Federation, 

shall pay a registration fee of Three Pounds. 
(b) The Annual Subscription shall be Three Pounds. 
(c) Clubs in arrear with their subscriptions shall not be entitled 

to be represented at the Annual Conference of the Council. 
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(d) Clubs failing to pay their subscriptions for two consecutive 
years shall cease to be members of the Federation, but may be 
re-affiliated. at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 

(e) The annual subscription for the Associate Members shall be 
One Pound, which shall include the cost of a copy of the Burn$ 
Chronicle. 

Finance. 

10. (a) The Bank Account shall be kept in the name of the 
Federation and shall be operated by the Hon. Treasurer for the 
time being, and one member of the Sub-Committee on Finance. 
Deposit Receipts shall be taken out in the name of the Federation, 
to be drawn on the endorsement of the President, Vice-Presidents, 
Hon. Secretary, and Hon. Treasurer, or any two of them. All 
other securities, investments and properties shall be held in the 
names of the President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer, and their successors in office, as Trustees for the 
Federation. 

(b) No accounts shall be paid without the authority of the 
Sub-Committee on Finance, which shall submit a report to the 
Quarterly Meetings of the Executive Committee. 

Honorary Secretary. 

11. The Hon. Secretary shall keep the Minute Book of the 
Federation, in which shall be recorded the proceedings of all 
Council, Executive and Sub-Committee Meetings. He shall conduct 
the correspondence of the Federation, convene all meetings and 
issue Diplomas of Membership. He shall submit to the Executive 
Committee the Annual Report on the year's transactions for 
submission to the Conference of the Council. 

Honorary Treasurer. 

12. The Hon. Treasurer shall have charge of all monies paid 
to the Federation, and shall pay all accounts authorised by the 
Sub-Committee on Finance. He shall prepare a statement of his 
accounts for the year to 30th April, which shall be audited by duly 
appointed Auditors, who shall not be members of the Executive 
Committee. 

Publications. 

13. (a) The Scottish Literature Committee shall advise the 
Executive Committee on policy in connection with any publications 
issued by the Federation. 

(b) The Burns Chronicle shall be the official publication of the 
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Federation and shall be published annually, not later than lst 
January, at such price as the Executive Committee may decide. It 
shall contain a Directory of the Oubs and Societies on the roll of 
the Federation, reports of the transactions of the Federation and 
of affiliated Oubs and Societies during the previous year, and such 
literary matter and illustrations as may be decided by the Hon. 
Editor. 

(c) The Hon. Editor shall be responsible for the publication of 
the Burns Chronicle, and shall submit annually a report on the 
latest issue. 

(d) Estimates for the printing of all publications shall be 
approved by the Sub-Committee on Finance. 

School Children's Competitions 

14. The Hon. Secretary of School Competitions shall give 
assistance to affiliated Clubs and Societies in the organisation of 
their competitions, and shall endeavour to co-ordinate the efforts 
of the various Oubs. He shall submit annually a report on the 
Competitions organised by the Oubs and by the Federation. 

Benefits. 

15. (a) Each Club and Society on affiliation, shall be supplied 
gratis with the Charter of Membership of the Federation. 

(b) On application to the Hon. Secretary, members of affiliated 
Clubs shall be entitled to receive a Pocket Diploma on payment 
of Two Shillings and Six Pence. 

(c) On application to the Hon. Treasurer, Associate Members 
and members of affiliated Clubs and Societies shall be entitled to 
receive a Burns Federation Badge, on payment of Three Shillings 
and Six Pence. 

(d) Affiliated Clubs andSocieties shall be entitled to be supplied 
gratis with one copy of the Burns Chronicle and one copy of a news
paper containing reports of meetings, demonstrations, etc., organised, 
conducted or attended by the Federation. 

(e) Members of affiliated Oubs and Societies and Associate 
Members shall be entitled to be supplied with copies of all works 
published by the Federation, at such discount as may be fixed by 
the Executive Committee. 

16. No alteration shall be made to the "Constitution and Rules" 
except at the Conference of the Council, and then only by a two
thirds majority of those entitled to vote. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS 

(See Article No. 6c of .. Constitution") 

I. Ayrshire. 
II. Edinburgh. 

III. Glasgow. 
IV. Dunbarton, Argyll, and Bute Shires. 
V. Fife. 

VI. Lanarkshire. 
VII. Lotbians (Mid and East) and Borders. 

VIII. Lothian (West). 
IX. Renfrewshire. 
X. Stirling, Clackmannan, and West Perth Shires. 

XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross. 
XII. Northern Scottish Counties. 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties. 
XIV. London and South-Eastern England. 

Essex, Hertford, Middlesex, Berks., Buckingham, 
Oxford, Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex, Kent. 

XV. North-Eastern England. 
Northumberland, Durham. 

XVI. North-Western England. 
Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire. 

XVII. Yorkshire. 
XVIII. North and East Midlands of England. 

XIX. West Midlands of England. 
:XX. South-Western England. 

Hereford, Gloucester, Wilts., Somerset, Dorset, Devon, 
Cornwall, Monmouth. 

XXI. Wales. 
XXII. Ireland. 

XXIII. Africa. 
XXIV. Australia. 
XXV. New Zealand. 

XXVI. Canada. 
XXVII. India. 

XXVIII. United States of America. 
XXIX. Europe. 
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I. Ayrshire--33 Clubs: 3 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Assoc. 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
288 Beith Caledonia 
310 Mauchline 
349 "Howff," Kilmarnock 

· 365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
568 Darvel 
592 Benwhat 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies 

(Irvine) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
728 Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton 
772 Prestwick 
773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton), 

Kilmarnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
879 Dreghom Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 

Secretary: Thos. Anderson, 36 Linfem Avenue East, Kilmarnock. 

II. F.dinburgh-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

22 Edinburgh 
124 Ninety 
212 Portobello 
198 Gorebridge 
293 Newcraighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 

Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 

340 Balerno Burns Club 
341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Assoc. 
398 Colinton 
516 The Airts Bums Club 
825 Clarinda Ladies 

Secretary: R. A. B. McLaren, 11 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh, 9 

7 Thistle 

III. GJasgow-16 Clubs: 2 Members 

153 Scottish 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
282 Burns Bowling Association 
581 Cumbemauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
778 Glasgow Highland 

Secretarr: Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., 82 West Nile Street, 
Glasgow, C.1. 

E 
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IV. Dunbartoo, Argyll and Bute Shires-6 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

766 Glencoe and District 

580 Cumbrae 
695 Kilmaronock (Dunbarton

shire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: Donald Ferguson, Cardean, Gartocharn, by Alexandria 

V. Fife-11 Clubs: 1 Member 

62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

283 Sinclairtown 
326 Bingry Jolly Beggars Ladies 
350 Markinch 
452 Auchterderran Bonnie Jean 

Secretary: 

688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, 
Kirkcaldy 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 
Beggars 

803 Bowhill People's Oub 
832 Lochore "Lea Rig" 
884 Fife Bums Association 

VI. Lanarkshire-22 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
121 Hamilton Junior Burns Club 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary 

Campbell 
388 Kyle (Shotts) Ladies 
392 Whiffiet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 

54 7 Coalburn Jolly Beggars 
549 Bothwell Bonnie Lesley 

Ladies 
577 Dalserf and Clydesdale 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
614 Bellshill Caledonian Burns 

Club 
637 Larkhall Applebank 
761 Kirkton Bonnie Jean, 

Carluke 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
885 Motherwell and Wishaw 
889 G.E.C./A.E.I. Motherwell 

Secretary: Abe Train, 71 Woodside Cres., Newmains, Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and F.ast Lothian and Borders-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

5 Ercildoune 
96 Jedburgh 

187 Galashiels Burns Oub 
199 Newbattle and District 
239 Hawick 

Secretary: 

740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent "25" 
839 Coldstream 
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VIII. West Lothian-

Secretary: 

IX. Renfrewshire-to Oubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

176 Renfrew Burns Club 
190 Port-Glasgow 

209 Greenock St. John's 
430 Gourock 
472 Renfrewshire, B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 

Secretary: Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street 
Greenock. 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perthshire-34 Oubs: 
3Members 

4 Callander 
37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
510 I.C.I., Grangemouth 
543 Abbey Craig 
582 Higginsneuk 
620 Muirhead 
630 Coalsnaughton 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 
648 Carron Bridge, Kilsyth 
657 Fallin Burns Club 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 
690 Pim Hall 

725 Ben Cleuch, Tillicoultry 
741 Plean 
769 Robert Bruce 

(Clackmannan) 
781 Ochil View 
795 Longcroft, Bonnybridge and 

District 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 

West Perthshire 
827 Zetland Ward Community, 

Grangemouth 
833 Alloa "Crown" 
849 Jean Armour, Sauchie 
852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars 
865 Foresters Arms 
876 Tullibody Working Men's 

Burns Club 
891 Fallin Miners Welfare 
895 Westerton Arms Burns Club 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Alloa. 

XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 242 Montrose 
42 Strathearn 360 Lochee, Dundee 
76 Brechin 627 Kinross 
82 Arbroath 659 Dundee Burns Society 

Secretary: R. V. Fairweather, 5 St. Mary's Road, Montrose. 
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XII. Northern Scottish Cowtties-12 Oubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 686 Banchory 
149 Elgin 691 Inverness 
336 Peterhead 698 Turriff 
403 Fraserburgh 723 Strathpeffer 
458 Stonehaven 835 Lochaber 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 897 Glenbervie 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen. 

XIII. Southern Scottish Cowtties-17 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 
217 Eskdale 
226 Dumfries 
323 Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 
437 Dumfries Ladies 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 

530 Southern Scottish Counties 
B.C.A. 

536 Whithorn 
562 Castle Douglas 
626 Moffat and District 
629 Sanquhar 
660 The Langholm Ladies 
693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
730 Wigtown 
818 Dalbeattie and District 

. Secretary: Mrs. M. Coulson, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries. 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Bums Oub of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Soc. 
570 Scottish Clans Assoc. of 

London 
617 Reading and District Cal. 

Assoc. 

663 Bournemouth and District 
Cal. Soc. 

719 Chelmsford and District 
Scottish Society 

743 Romford Scottish Assoc. 
788 Harlow and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: A. F. Robertson, 30 Dorset Court, 211-213 Kingsway, 
Hove, Sussex B.N.3.4.F.D. 

XV. North-Eastern England-13 Oubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 745 Northumberland and 
158 Darlington Durham Cal. Soc. 
379 Hartlepools Burns Club 759 Sunderland and District 
534 Bedlington and District Cal. Soc. 
696 Whitley Bay 775 Hartlepools Cal. Soc. 
699 Choppington 796 Gateshead and District St. 
744 Durham and District Andrew's Society 

Cal. Soc. 898 Peterlee and District 
Cal. Soc. 

901 Cramlington Bums Club 

Secretary: John D. McBain, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland. 
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XVI. North-Western England-14 Clubs: I Member 

71 Carlisle 674 Manchester and Salford 
95 Bolton Cal. Assoc. 

236 Whitehaven 753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Soc. Society 
366 Liverpool 754 Thornton Cleveleys and 
417 Burnley and District Dist. Scottish Society 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 780 Isle of Man Cal. Soc. 
572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 834 St. Andrews Soc. 
618 Altrinchamand Sale Cal. Soc. (Altrincham, Sale & Dist) 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D' Arey Lever, 
Bolton, Lanes. 

XVII. Yorkshire-11 Clubs: I Member 

548 Leeds Cal. Soc. 
551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
722 Bridlington Cal. Society 
763 Wakefield Cal. Soc. 

808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. 
Soc. 

812 The St. Andrew's Society of 
Bradford 

836 Hornsea and District 
880 Otley and District 
894 Beverly and District 

Secretary: Stanley Mcintosh, "Moy House," 79 Cross Lane, 
Scarborough. 

XVIll. North and East Midlands of England-22 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Soc. 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
405 Sheffield Cal. Soc. 
439 Barnsley Scottish Soc. 
454 Rotherham 
461 Leicester Cal. Soc. 
556 Doncaster Cal. Soc. 
563 Norfolk Cal. Soc. 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Soc. 

746 Grimsby and District Cal. 
Soc. 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Soc. 
854 North-EastMidlandsAssoc. 

of Scottish Societies 
861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 
862 Market Rasen and District 

Scottish Association 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
878 Worksop Bums and Cal. 

Club 
887 Gainsborough District 

Secretary: J.E. Inglis, 'Glentress,' Bhalloughton Road, Southwell, 
Notts. 
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XIX. WEST Midlands of England-11 Oubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 707 Malvern Scots Club 
296 Walsall 751 Worcester Scots Society 
553 Wolverhampton 777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
559 Coventry Cal Soc. 845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 
661 Lea.mington and Warwick 881 Rugeley and District Cal. 

Cal. Soc. Soc. 
683 Stratford upon Avon and 

District Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, Coventry. 

XX. Soutb-Westem England-8 Oubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Soc. 
535 Plymouth and District Cal. 

Soc. 

721 Plymouth Bums Club 
758 Bath and District Cal. Soc. 
774 Gloucester Scottish Soc. 
899 Portsmouth 

Secretary: Mrs. Dora Dodd, 7 The Dell, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 

15 Belfast 

Secretary: 

511 Perth 

XXI. Wales-I Oub: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 

XXII. Ireland-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

183 Londonderry 

XXIII. Africa-2 Oubs: 1 Member 

873 Ndola Tam o' Shanter 
896 Sierra Leone 

XXIV. Australia-12 Clubs: 1 Member 
726 Melbourne 

523 Highland Society of N.S.W. 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

863 Ballarat and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
864 Burnei Burns Club, 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
716 Royal Caledonian Society of 

Melbourne 

Tasmania 
869 Port Adelaide Men's Club 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 

XXV. New Zealand-3 Oubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 860 Southland Bums Club 
497 St. Andrew (Wellington) 
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XXVI. Canada-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

710 The Bums Society of 
Toronto 

135 

Soc. 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) 

841 Robert Bums Association 
of Montreal 

433 Bums Club of Victoria (B.C.) 
476 Border Cities (Ont.) 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean 

Armour 

842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

877 Montreal Cal. Soc. 
888 Vancouver Bums Oub 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 

XXVII. lndia-1 Club: 1 Member 

355 Calcutta 

XXVIII. U.S.A.-15 Clubs: 2 Members 

220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
271 Trenton 
284 Philadelphia 
320 Troy 
354 Royal Order of Scottish 

Clans 
413 San Francisco St. Andrew's 

Soc. 

453 Philadelphia Ladies' 
Auxiliary 

518 Ye Auld Cronies, Ohio 
557 Atlanta Ladies 
594 Cuyahoga County B.C. 
597 The Burns Society of the 

Oty of New York 
701 Detroit 
826 North Carolina 
870 Massachussetts 

Secre~ar1: Howard D. Whinnery, 560 Fourth Avenue, North Troy, 
New York, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe-1 Club: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE COUNCIL 

WEBSTER THEATRE AND ARTS CENTRE, 
HIGH STREET, 

ARBROATH. 
12th September, 1970. 

The Annual Conference of the Burns Federation was held here today at 
9.30 a.m. 

The intention had been to hold it in the big Assembly Hall, which is part of 
the theatre complex, but it was found that it could not accommodate all the 
delegates and the Town Clerk, Mr. R. Robertson, decided to let the meeting 
take place in the theatre. 

The President, Mr. D. J. Mclldowie, J.P., occupied the chair, and was 
accompanied by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., Edinburgh, and Mr. Matthew 
McLauchlan, Knottingley, and the officials. 

CLUBS REPRESENTED 

The number of delegates precedes the name of the club :-3 Kilmarnock 
Burns Club No. O; 3 The Burns Club of London No. 1; 2 Ercildoune Burns 
Club No. 5; 1 Chesterfield and District Caledonian Society No. 11; 3 Dundee 
Burns Qub No. 14; 1 Greenock (Mother Club) No. 21; 2 Dairy (Ayrshire) 
Burns Club No. 35; 3 Rosebery Burns Club, Glasgow No. 36; 3 Aberdeen 
Burns aub No. 40; 2 Strathearn Burns Club No. 42; 1 Cumnock Burns Club 
No. 45; 1 Bridgeton Burns Club No. 49; 2 Stirling Burns Club No. 50; 2 Cupar 
Burns Club No. 62; 2 Sandyford (Glasgow) Burns Club No. 68; 1 Dunedin 
Burns Club No. 69; 3 Brechin Burns Club No. 76; 3 Arbroath Burns Club 
No. 82; 3 Sunderland Burns Club No. 89; 3 Bolton Burns Club No. 95; 3 
Dumfries Burns Howff Qub No. 112; 3 Newarthill Burns Club No. 133; 
I Elgin Burns Qub No. 149; 3 Darlington Burns Association No. 158; 2 
Glasgow and District Burns Association No. 169; 2 Ayrshire Association of 
Burns Clubs No. 192; 3 Gorebridge Burns Club No. 198; 3 Portobello Burns 
Club No. 212; 3 Eskdale Burns Club No. 217; 3 Dumfries Burns Club No. 226; 
2 Alloway Burns Club No. 252; 3 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club No. 263; 
1 Troon Burns Club No. 274; 3 Ayr Burns Club No. 275; 1 The Burns Bowling 
Association No. 282; 3 Newcraighall District Poosie Nansie Burns Club No. 
293; 3 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association No. 307; 3 Scottish Burns Club, 
Edinburgh No. 314; 3 Kirkcudbright Burns Club No. 323; 2 Peterhead Burns 
Club No. 336; 1 Balemo Burns Club No. 340; 1 Kilmarnock Howff Burns 
Club No. 349; 2 Lochee Burns Club No. 360; 3 Catrine Burns Club No. 
365; 2 Liverpool Burns Club No. 366; 2 Dundonald Bums Club No. 370; 
3 Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association No. 378; 3 The Hartlepools 
Burns Club No. 379; I Cambuslang Mary Campbell Bums Club No. 387; 
3 Annan Ladies' Burns Club No. 393; 3 Brig-en' (Waverley) Burns Club, 
Dumfries No. 401; 3 Caledonian Society of Sheffield No. 405; 3 Dumfries 
Ladies' Bums Club No. 437; 3 Rotherham and District Scottish Association 
No. 454; 2 Stonehaven (Fatherland) Bums Club No. 458; 2 Leicester Caledon
ian Society No. 461; 1 Cheltenham Scottish Society No. 462; 1 Renfrewshire 
Association of Burns Clubs No. 472; 3 Queen of the South Ladies' Burns Club 
No. 479; 1 Dunblane Burns Club No. 503; 2 Perth (West Australia) Burns 
Club No. 511; 2 Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association No. 530; 
2 Bedlington and District Burns Club No. 534; 1 Whithorn and District Burns 
Club No. 536; 3 Leeds Caledonian Society No. 548; 1 Harrogate St. Andrew's 
Society No. 555; 3 Coventry and District Caledonian Society No. 559; 1 
Wolverhampton and District Caledonian Society No. 553; 1 Scottish Society 
and Bums Club of Australia No. 566; 3 Lanarkshire Association of Burns 
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Clubs No. 578; 1 Reading and District Caledonian Association No. 617; 
3 Kinross Jolly Beggars Bums Club No. 627; 2 Coalsnaughton Bums Club 
No. 630; 3 Symington Bums Club No. 632; 3 Dundee Burns Society No. 659; 
3 Langholm Ladies' Bums Club No. 660; 3 Tullibody and Cambus Bums 
Club No. 679; 2 The Cronies Bums Club, Kilmarnock No. 681; 2 North 
Lindsey Scots Society No. 706; 3 Retford and District Caledonian Society 
No. 720; 3 Plymouth Bums Club No. 721; 1 The St. Andrew Society of Den
mark No. 727; 1 The Romford Scottish Association No. 743; 2 Durham and 
District Caledonian Society No. 744; 3 Bath and District Caledonian Society 
No. 758; 2 Sunderland and District Caledonian Society No. 759; 2 Gateshead 
and District St. Andrew's Society No. 796; 2 Bowhill People's Bums Club 
No. 803; l Pontefract and District Caledonian Society No. 808; 2 Allanton 
Jolly Beggars Bums Club No. 809; 3 Logangate Bums Club No. 811; 2 Dal
beattie and District Burns Club No. 818; 1 Ayr Masonic Burns Club No. 821; 
1 Mansfield District Caledonian Society No. 822; 3 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
West Perthshire Association of Federated Clubs No. 824; 2 Coldstream No. 
839; 3 Tam O' Shanter, Coventry No. 845; 1 Jean Armour, Sauchie No. 849; 
2 North-East Midlands Association of Scottish Societies No. 854; 2 Gains
borough and District Caledonian Society No. 887; 1 Beverley and District 
Caledonian Society No. 894; Glenbervie Memorials Association No. 897; 
Wollongong No. 890 and Canberra No. 882 represented by proxy. 

Correction-At last year's Conference, Coventry delegates were from 
Coventry Tam O' Shanter No. 845. 

In welcoming the delegates, Mr. Mclldowie made special mention of the 
visitors from overseas: Mr. W. Coull Anderson, Florida, U.S.A.; Mr. Alex. 
Johnstone, Sydney, Australia; and Mr. and Mrs. A. Todd, Perth, Western 
Australia. 

The President referred to those who were not at the Conference, especially 
Mr. Thos. W. Dalgleish who had returned home after a spell in hospital and 
was unable to travel. It was unanimously agreed that a telegram of greetings 
and good wishes be sent to Mr. Dalgleish. The President then referred to those 
who had passed on during the year and the delegates stood for a few moments 
in silent tribute. 

The Secretary read greetings to the Conference from the following: Wollong
ong Bums Society Australia, Scottish Society and Bums Club of Australia, 
Masonic Club Bums Club, Melbourne, Melbourne Bums Club, Burns Club of 
London, Ontario, B.C., Canada and Mr. John Begg of Australia, with special 
good wishes to Mrs. Burgoyne. 

The Secretary read telegrams from the following: Canberra Bums Club, 
Australia; two from Czechoslovakia. 

It was agreed that good wishes be sent to Czechoslovakia from the Federa
tion and a membership form enclosed. 

The Secretary also read two telegrams from Mr. Thos. W. Dalgleish, one to 
all the delegates and the other to Mr. Mclldowie. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Mr. W. J. King-Gillies, Mr. 
H. George McKerrow, Dr. J. S. Montgomerie and Mr. T. W. Dalgleish. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Adoption of the Minutes of the previous meeting was moved by Dr. John 
I. Taylor, Sheffield 405, and seconded by Mr. Edgar F. Young, Cheltenham 462. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., presented 
the annual report. 
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It is somewhat startling to find that my first year in office has so quickly 
gone in. Perhaps the transition has been attained because the Burns Federation, 
like a machine of excellent quality and precision, has smoothly changed gears 
and quietly proceeded to function under a new driver. My old friend, Tom 
Dalgleish, was a driver of the old school who knew his machine from A-Z and 
who, from long experience, could strip it down and reassemble it with loving 
and delicate affection. The new driver has no such know-how; already he has 
given wrong signals, taken wrong turns, stood on the brakes. But the machine 
went on its quiet way because it was blessed with a crew of able and level-headed 
colleagues who are the most competent of back-seat drivers-and the best 
mannered. 

At the beginning of the year, I was asked just what the Burns Federation 
did as an organisation. The Schools Competitions, interest in Scots music 
and poetry, the function of the Memorials Committee, and the publication of the 
Burns Chronicle are enough to go on with. The Jean Armour Bums Houses 
and the National Burns Homes are heart-warming extensions and living memorials 
to the Bard, but few people are aware of the leading part played by the Federation 
in establishing the first University Chair in Scotland in Scottish History and 
Literature. In 1910, the Federation instituted a meeting of subscribers; 1913 
saw the completion of the scheme; and in 1915 was appointed the new Chair. 

But now, nearly 80 years after the founding of the Burns Federation, much 
remains to be done. In the narrower field, bibliographical research; inter
pretation; analysis can each in turn bring new matter to light. In the wider 
field, our interest in our tongue, in music, in song, and in the encouragement of 
artistic creation can each justify our existence. Robert Burns would flay us if 
we studied or revered him in isolation. We must then not only love our Bard 
but encourage the work of new 'makers' and stimulate the urge to create. We 
must not stand still as if Scottish poetry began in 1786 and died a decade later. 
We must not defiantly yell: 'Here's tae us, wha's like us?' or ignorantly and 
arrogantly ask: 'Whaur's yer Wullie Shakespeare noo?' The Federation has 
accomplished much; there is yet more it can do for Burns and Scottish Litera
ture-but it will flourish and be respected only if it views its contribution in the 
wider fields of our culture. 

In the past year your Executive Committee has enjoyed the gentle and humor
ous helmship of President Daniel J. Mclldowie, J.P., whose visit to Australia 
and New Zealand has kindled a flame of affection in these parts for the old 
country and for the Burns Federation. Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., and Senior 
Vice-President, was an able and worthy Chairman in the President's absence, 
and Junior Vice-President, Mr. Matthew McLauchlan, was inspired in his 
selection of the sculpture to mark Tom Dalgleish's service to the Association. 

Which is where we came in. Tom Dalgleish now serves as an Honorary 
President of the Federation and on 22nd May, 100 of his fellow Burnsians met 
in Glasgow to pay their respects to him for what he did for the Federation over 
a period of ten years in office. This will surely be reported in full elsewhere 
but I might thank 'Big Tam' for the compliment he paid me that evening when 
he asked what better name could any Secretary have than 'Jock Tamson'? I can 
only add that if I am an errant driver then I would hope to balance this fault by 
being a 'guid faither tae ye a'.' 

Membership 
The membership figures may require to be adjusted later but the position 

at the moment is as follows: 
Number of Clubs on the Roll of the Federation as at October, 1969 325 
Lapsed and disbanded 5 

320 
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Affiliated and reatliliated during year 
479 Queen of the South Ladies Burns Club 
614 Bellshill Caledonian Burns Club 
629 Sanquhar Black Joan Club 
899 Portsmouth and District Caledonian Society 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 5 

325 

Clubs in Arrears 
Club Name Years in Arrears 
No. 1 2 3 
121 Hamilton Junior x 
149 Elgin x 
176 Renfrew x 
183 Londonderry x 
283 Sinclairtown x 
288 Beith Caledonia .. x 
326 Bingry x 
344 Ladysmith x 
350 Markinch x x 
354 Royal Clans Boston 
355 Calcutta x 
452 Auchterderran .. x 
501 Galt x 
518 Auld Cronies, Ohio x 
547 Coalburn .. x 
549 Bothwell .. x 
561 London, Ontario x 
617 Reading x 
618 Altrincham & Sale x 
620 Muirhead x 
648 Carronbridge x 
690 Pirnhall .. x 
707 Malvern x 
716 Melbourne Royal Caledonian Society x 
758 Bath x 
766 Glencoe x 
772 Prestwick .. x 
774 Gloucester x 
778 Glasgow Highland x 
781 Ochil View x 
795 Longcroft & Bonnybridge x 
812 Bradford St. Andrew x 
824 Stirling x 
827 Zetland Ward x 
832 Loch ore .. x 
833 Alloa x 
863 Ballarat x 
865 Forresters .. x 
869 Port Adelaide x 
873 Ndola x 
877 Montreal . , x 
879 Dreghorn x 
884 Fife x 
886 Dalserf x 
891 Fallin x 

18 17 10 
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Scottish National Dictionary 
The appeal continues for this most worthy cause and the sum contributed 

by the Federation, Clubs and individuals stands at: 
Balance brought forward from last Report 
Monies sent to the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Bums Federa

tion: 
580 Cumbrac Burns Club 
82 Arbroath Bums Club 

Miss N. J. Symons 
Miss N. J. Symons 

691 Inverness Bums Club 
469 Denny Cross Bums Club 

Fintry Bums Club 
580 Cumbrac Bums Club 
721 Plymouth Bums Club 

Donations sent direct to the Scottish National Dictionary: 
Abbey Craig Bums Club 
Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society 
Bums Society of the City of New York 
Hamilton Bums Oub 
Sunderland Bums Club 
Fraserburgh Bums Club 
Peterhead Bums Club 
Alloway Bums Club .. 
Abbey Craig Bums Club 
London Bums Club .. 
Durham and District Caledonian Society .. 
Caledonian Society of Sheffield 
Aberdeen Bums Club 

£2,891 4 10 

5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

£2,930 13 10 

2 0 0 
3 3 0 

31 5 7 
15 0 0 
2 2 0 

10 0 0 
49 5 0 
12 13 0 
2 0 0 
5 5 0 
5 5 0 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 

£3,083 12 5 

Any Club, whose conscience is matched by their capital, is asked to support 
the Scottish National Dictionary. The original subscription to the full work 
was £15. We are now in volume 7 and this sum wouldn't approach the cost of 
one volume at today's costs of printing and publication. I know of one library, 
so conscious-stricken, who has now arranged to pay £5 5s for each part of the 
Dictionary being published. Any such conscience money should be sent to 
the Scottish National Dictionary Ltd., 27 George Square, Edinburgh, 8. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 141 

Quarterly Meetings 
During the year the following Quarterly Meetings were held: October, 1969; 

December, 1969; March, 1970, all in Kilmarnock; June, 1970, Glasgow. 

Memorials Committee 
We regret the resignation of Mr. W. J. King-Gillies as Convener of the 

Memorials Sub-Committee. Mr. King-Gillies on his retirement from work and 
his subsequent removal from Edinburgh took this as an opportune time to retire. 
We are indebted to him for all he did in this field and for his donating his collec
tion of photographs to the Federation. 

We welcome Past-President George Vallance as the new Convener and 
know that, the bonnie fechter he is, George will be an enthusiastic and hard
working leader. 

Jean Armour Burns Houses 
We once more offer our sincere thanks to the Glasgow and District Burns 

Association for their continued work in this field of humanity. Warmth, 
understanding, and open-handed friendship symbolise this work of caring for 
the old-a gesture which Robert Burns would have counted as the finest memorial 
to his own love of his less fortunate mortals. We thank all those who contribute 
to this cause and ask for continued support in the future. All contributions 
should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, Mr. A. Neil Campbell, F.C.l.S., 
141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh EHlO 5PP. 

'Burns Chronicle' 
At this point the new driver short circuits everything and the most ear

piercing cacophony is set up. I find it hard not to cut loose at the disgraceful 
disregard that most Burns Clubs have for the Burns Chronicle. A respected 
retired schoolmaster and keen Burnsian waxed lyrically about the 1970 number, 
and judged it to be the best ever. Yet out of 325 Clubs only EIGHTY bought 
copies of it. If my own feelings are those of disgust, I cannot plumb the depth 
of Jimmie Veitch who puts so much work in as Editor. I well know that shelving 
and accommodation could pose problems for those Clubs who possess a full 
set but this applies to few indeed. To those TWO HUNDRED and FIFTY Clubs 
who do not support us in this work, I would ask you to buy a couple of copies 
each year-read them; give them to a local school, donate them to your public 
library (as additional copies!); use them as raffle prizes. This will cost you 
l 5s a year and will make all the difference to us both financially and psycho
logically. EIGHTY our of 325-what ammunition for our knockers who claim 
that most Burns Clubs exist for an excuse for an annual booze-up! What a 
reaction to the work that the Federation did to found the first Chair of Scottish 
History and Literature! 

Yet let me end on a happier note. A goodly amount of back numbers have 
been sold to universities and public libraries and we would welcome donations 
of unwanted back numbers for such locations. Thanks to Messrs. W. & R. 
Holmes, new subscriptions to the Chronicle were opened by several libraries in 
Scotland, but our greatest satisfaction would lie in selling to our own cronies and 
howffs in the Burns Federation. 

Copies of the Burns Chronicle indexes covering the years 1892-1925 and 
1926-1945 are in short supply. We would welcome any spare or unwanted 
copies to our files. 

Schools Competitions 
Fred Belford and Albert Finlayson continue to thrive but the movement in 

the educational field must add to their labours-old schools closed, new schools 
opened, a comprehensive system of education being introduced and a rash 
(or is it a 'belt') of new headmasters all combine to tax their skill and enthusiasm. 
Long may they flog, these dominies! 
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Tam o' Shanter Museum 
John Gray continues to flourish; to keep the Tam o' Shanter Museum 

abreast of events; to aid and encourage the Bums-Armour House Museum in 
Mauchline; and now to engage on a repeat of the original Tam o' Shanter ride 
from the Inn to the Auld Brig o' Doon: What a man! 
Burns-Armour House Museum 

The Museum was opened last summer and donations of exhibits and relics 
have since been used to make this into both a Burns and Folk Museum. Tom 
Dalgleish must be a happy man-but you could make him happier by helping 
him attain and exceed that £10,000 target. For the few of you who don't know 
his address it is Thos. W. Dalgleish, O.B.E., F.S.F., Ila Climie Place, Kilmarnock. 
Llterature Committee 

We applaud their work in encouraging the use of the Scottish tongue and 
wish them success in a wider field. John McVie's Burns and Edinburgh was 
over-long in the publishers' hand but we wish it greater success during the 
1970 Edinburgh Festival, whilst we await the publication of an enlarged edition 
of the Scots Reader. Alex. MacMillan is a broth of a boy and a man with 
whom to enjoy a dram and a blether. 
Conclusion 

Our thanks to the President and his chief supporters, to Andrew Stenhouse 
and to all Conveners of Committee. I am especially indebted to Mrs. Rita 
Turner for her unfailing loyalty and good humour. Every member of the 
Executive knows her to be the courteous and hard-working person that she is. 

For the happy and successful Conference at Southport we are especially 
indebted to the younger generation of Caledonian and Burns Clubs enthusiasts 
in Liverpool. They surely were the youngest team ever to help organise an 
Annual Conference. 

This year we journey to Arbroath for our Conference-the historic east 
coast town at present celebrating the 650th anniversary of the inspiring Declara
tion of Independence. From September 11-13 we shall meet for the same pattern 
of business and social contact. Smokies for tea, but the thought of some 
delegates eating them at breakfast . . • . 

New Bridge 
Structurally sound. 

Auld Brig 
Good condition. 

Alloway Bridge 

BRIDGE REPORTS 

It would appear that the remedial work carried out last year has been suc
cessful. There is little sign of dampness on the arch and the longitudinal crack 
under the downstream spandrel appears to have remained closed. 

Auld Brig o' Doon 
Reasonable condition. Repainting and replacing faulty stones should be 

continued. 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

Mr. Thomson then submitted the financial report. 
With all the financial transactions of the past year set out in the accompanying 

audited report, little is to be gained by my here reading off sets of figures or 
dealing in detail with any individual account. Rather would I select a very 
few for comment and leave the rest for whatever treatment is required in Con
ference from Mr. McKerrow in matters of policy or myself in carrying out these 
matters. 
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Subscriptions 
A slight increase over 1969, mainly due to polite chasing up of Clubs in arrears 

but still some 6 per cent down on 1968. Perhaps a specially convened meeting 
of district and overseas representatives could improve membership from among 
those thousands of associations who annually make money from Burns Anniver
sary Suppers but have no connection with the Burns Federation. President 
Dan Mclldowie reports that more Clubs may be recruited in Australia and I 
cannot but think that an opportunity should be taken both to increase member
ship and to make our representatives better known in overseas countries. 

'Burns Chronicle' 
Calculation will show that the 1970 Chronicle has been subsidised to the 

amount of £701. If each non-contributing Club would buy these two copies 
I mentioned earlier then we would be in a position to pay off all printing costs. 
In another sense, if sales do not increase then our income from advertising 
could be greatly reduced. We must accept that many of our advertisers support 
us more from sympathy and encouragement than from any hope of increasing 
their sales as a result of advertising in the Chronicle. In pointing the old adage 
of the Almighty helping those who help themselves we might well soon be con
sidered a God-forsaken lot. 
Memorials 

In 1925 Sir George Bruce, the then President of the Federation, stated that 
the time had come to cease putting up statues and memorials to Robert Burns 
and to reflect that the Mauchline Houses was a scheme not only to be applauded 
but one nearer to the heart of Burns. Whilst this may be true, we still have a 
responsibility towards the upkeep of memorials too, and places of interest con
cerned with Burns and his contemporaries. In the past year, considerable sums 
have been expended by the Memorials Sub-Committee and it is possible that we 
might meet similar expenditure in the immediate future. Still, having now got 
over the rush of giddiness to the head caused by the magnificent windfall in 
1968 we might take a long look at considering living contact with Clubs and 
overseas societies so that we look both to the past in keeping safe what we 
have inherited and to the future for the well-being of the Federation. This is a 
topic dear to our Australian cronies and, knowing their interest, I leave the 
matter in their warm and capable hands. 

Conclusion 
In offering my thanks to Mr. H. George McKerrow for his friendly guidance 

in the past year, I submit the Financial Report for your consideration. 
J. F. T. THOMSON 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Mr. Thomson pointed out that the following Clubs had now paid their 
annual subscriptions: 350 Markinch; 501 Galt; 707 Malvern; 824 Stirling; 
and 873 Ndola. 

The Secretary's report was adopted on a motion by Mr. A. M. McDowall, 
Coventry 555, and seconded by Mrs. Irvine, North East Midlands Association 
of Scottish Societies 854. 

In the absence of Mr. McKerrow, who had been unable to attend owing to 
his wife's state of health, Mr. A. Neil Campbell, Edinburgh, moved adoption 
of the Treasurer's report and commented on the drop in sales of the Chronicle. 

He went on to say that as a member of the Finance Committee he would 
affirm that the various officials throughout the year had recommended to the 
executive very wise and understanding expenditure of the Federation's cash 
and he was quite sure that if that wise policy continued the future of the Federa
tion, financially, was sound and secure. 

The adoption was seconded by Mr. C. Easton, Aberdeen. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 30th APRIL, 1970 
ORDINARY FUND 

1968/69 

£1,183 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance as at lst May, 1969: 
Current Account .. 
Deposit Account .. 

,, Annual Subscriptions: 
742 Current 

81 Arrears 
4 Advance 

54 Associate Members 
6 ,, Affiliation Fees 
6 ,, Pocket Diplomas 

49 ,, Federation Badges 

246 

,, Conference Income . . . . . . 
,, Conference Deficit transferred from Reserve 

Fund 

57 ,, General Appeals 
,, 'Burns and Edinburgh' 

2 ,, Burns Stamped Envelopes 
17 ,, Postages 
72 ,, Slides .. 

l ,, Miscellaneous 
- ,, Refund of replacement P.P. Badge 
9 ,, Transferred from Burns Chronicle Account 

375 ,, Transferred from Literature Fund.. . . 
100 ,, Administration of Literature and Central 

Funds . . . . . . . . . . 
40 ,, Refund of Postages-Burns House Museum 
49 •• Interest on Deposit Account 

£3,093 

1969-70 

£347 
433 

£16 

212 

£780 

760 
69 
10 
60 

6 
13 
31 

228 

179 
3 

10 
8 

16 
9 

37 

PAYMENTS 
1968/69 

£7 By Overdrawn on Current Account 
,, Stationery, Postages, Telephones, Printing, 

383 etc ... 
2 ,, Bank Charges 

27 ,, Expenses of Meetings 
849 ,, Salary, S.E.T., National Insurance, etc. 
- ,, Secretary's Expenses 

292 ,, Conference Expenses 
2 ,, Scottish Council of Social Service .. 

57 ,, General Appeals-per contra 
21 ,, Audit Fee 
70 ,, Slides .. 
31 ,, Corporation Tax 
12 ,, Wreaths .. 
5 ,, Insurance-President's Chain 

Third Party 
26 ,, P.P. Badges . . . . 

100 ,, Gratuities to President and Vice-Presidents 
44 ,, Miscellaneous 
10 ., Advertising 

375 ,, Payment to Account-J. McVie's Burnsand 
Edinburgh . . . . . . . . . . 

,, Transferred to Scottish Literature Fund
Income from Burns and Edinburgh 

,, Balance as at 30th April, 1970: 
433 Deposit Account 
347 Current Account 

Cash on Hand 

£2.219 I £3,093 

1969/70 

£744 
56 
l 

217 
3 
9 

533 
11 

228 
2 

23 
7 

36 
8 

21 
11 

100 
10 
20 

179 

801 

£2,219 
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RECEIPTS PAYMENTS 
1968/69 

£439 
112 
55 

1 
33 

276 
375 

To Sales to Clubs 
1969/70 

£345 
105 
35 

1968/69 
£1,008 By Printing, etc. 

£1,291 

1968/69 

£365 
18, 127 

15 
6 

24 

7 

26 
1,115 

£19,685 

,, Sales to Trade and Individuals 
,, Sales of Back Numbers 

Donation . . . . 
,, Sold for Irvine Burns Club .. 

Advertising . . . . . . 
Transferred from Literature Fund .. 
Interest on Deposit Account 

4 
229 
682 

2 

200 
15 
26 
33 
9 

£1,402 I £1,291 

,, Editor's Allowance .. 
,, Editor's Expenses 

Contributors' Fees .. 
,, Paid to Irvine Burns Club 

Transferred to Ordinary Fund 
Balance on Hand 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE FUND 
RECEIPTS 

To Balance as at lst May, 1969: 
Deposit Account .. 
£22,300 5 % Treasury Stock (at cost) 

,, Commission on Bums Check .. 
,, Half Affiliation Fees .. 
,, Commission on Burns Federation Song Book 

Royalties on Sale of Scots Readers 
., Sales of Declaration of Arbroath 
,, Interest on: 

Deposit Account 
Treasury Stock 

Transferred from Current Account-Income 
from Burns and Edinburgh .. 

I 
1969/70 

£73 
18,127 

2 
6 

21 
149 
60 

25 
1,115 

179 

£19,757 

1968/69 

£138 
4 

10 
86 

117 
10 
10 

250 
50 

375 
375 

10 
50 

73 
18,127 
--

£19,685 

PAYMENTS 

By Allowances and Expenses: 
Schools Competitions Conveners .. .. 
Scottish Literature Convener .. . . 

,, Purchase of Books . . .. 
,. Printing Examination Papers, etc. .. 
,, Printing Certificates .. 
,, Prizes-Burns Chronicle Competitions .. 
,, A. D. Griffen Prize .. . . . . 
,, Donations to Scottish National Dictionary .. 
,, Book Prizes-Southern Scottish Counties 

Poetry and Story Competition-Prizes and 
Expenses . . .. .. . . .. 

,, Transferred to Burns Chronicle Account .. 
,, Payment of Burns and Edinburgh .. .. 
,, Advertising . . .. . . . . 
,, Administration .. .. . . 
,, Balance as at 30th April, 1970: 

Deposit Account .. .. 
£22,300 5 % Treasury Stock .. .. . . 

1969/70 
. . £1,019 

300 
13 
48 

4 

18 

£1,402 

1969/70 

108 
3 

18 
120 
98 
13 
10 

100 
21 

82 
682 
290 

7 
-

78 
18,127 

£19,757 



RECEIPTS 
1968/69 

£817 
153 
32 

To Balance as at lst May, 1969: 

£1,002 

1968/69 

£230 
12,404 

15 

13 
760 

£13,422 

Deposit Account .. 
,, Balance from 1968 Conference 
,, Interest on Deposit Account 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance as at lst May, 1969: 
Deposit Account .. 
£15,200 5% Treasury Stock (at cost) 

Commission on Burns Check .. 
Interest on: 

Deposit Account 
Treasury Stock 

RESERVE FUND 
PAYMENTS 

1969/70 

£1,002 

68 

1968/69 
By Deficit on 1969 Conference transferred to Current 

Account . . . . . . . . . . . . 
£1,002 ,, Balance on Deposit Account at 30th April, 1970 

£1.010 I £1,002 

CENTRAL FUND 

1969/70 

£56 
12,404 

3 

20 
760 

£13,243 

1968/69 

£6 
70 
20 

1 
15 

600 

100 

100 
50 

56 
12,404 

£13,422 

PAYMENTS 

By Maintenance of Memorials: 
Failford 
Brow Well 
Leglen Wood 
Dumfries Seat 
Stair Churchyard 
Mary Campbell Monument, Greenock 
Burns House Museum, Mauchline 
Glenbervie Memorials . . . 
Regent Road Memorial, Edinburgh 

,, Donation to: 
National Burns Memorial and Cottage 
Homes.. . . . . 
Jean Armour Burns Houses 

,, Administration . . . . 
Wreaths for Australia .. 

,, Balance as at 30th April, 1970: 
Deposit Account .. 
£15,200 5% Treasury Stock .. 
(£192 allocated to Failford £74, Laigh Kirk 

£100 and Trysting Thorn £18) 

1969/70 

£212 
858 

£1,070 

1969/70 

£40 
50 

20 
130 
150 
100 

50 
50 

50 

199 
12,404 

£13,243 



JOSEPH LAING WAUGH MEMORIAL FUND 
RECEIPTS 

1968/69 
To Balance as at lst May, 1969: 

£6 Deposit Account .. 
207 £300 4 % Consolidated Stock .. 

10 ,, Income Tax Refund 
,, Interest on: 

7 Consolidated Stock 
Deposit Account 

£230 

RECEIPTS 
To Donations for: 

Scottish National Dictionary 
Jean Armour Burns Houses 

,, Suspense Account . . . 
,, Interest on Deposit Account 

PAYMENTS 
1969/70 1968/69 

£17 By School Children's Competition Prize.<> 
£6 ,, Balance as at 30th April, 1960 

207 6 Deposit Account 
5 207 Consolidated Stock 

7 
1 

£226 £230 

GENERAL APPEALS FUND 
PAYMENTS 

By Paid to: 
£40 I Scottish National Dictionary 

17 Jean Armour Burns Houses 
99 ,, Balance on Deposit Account at 30th April, 1970 

£156 

1969/70 
£13 

6 
207 

£226 

£40 
17 
99 

£156 

H. GEORGE McKERROW, Convener of Finance Committee. 

J. F. T. THOMSON, Honorary Trea~urer. 

KILMARNOCK, JOth June, 1970.-We have examined the Books and Accounts of The Burns Federation for the year ended 30th April, 1970, 
and have obtained all the information and explanations required. We certify that the foregoing Financial Statement is in accordance with 
the Books, and we have verified that the Funds and Securities at 30th April, 1970, as shown in the Statement are correct. 

HENRY BROWN & CO., Chartered Accountants. 
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THE 'BURNS CHRONICLE' 

Mr. James Veitch, Editor of the Burf/.Y Chronicle, submitted the following 
report. 

That 'The best laid schemes o' Mice and Men, Gang aft agley,' was proved 
in the case of the 1970 Burns Chronicle. Because of advertising copy being lost 
in the post between Kilmarnock and Glasgow, there was an unavoidable delay. 

The Junior Burns Chronicle showed no signs of making headway; and, as 
an experiment, it has been decided to distribute 50 copies of the 1971 issue to 
selected schools. 

Included in the 1971 BurM Chronicle there will also be a full report by the 
President, Mr. D. J. Mclldowie, J.P., of his recent visit to New Zealand and 
Australia. It is to be hoped that this feature will attract the many members of 
Bums Clubs, at home and abroad, who never read, let alone buy, the Burns 
Chronicle. 

Finally, I wish to thank the headmasters and teachers who have brought 
the Junior Burf/.Y Chronicle to the notice of their pupils and also Mrs. Burgoyne, 
Mr. MacMillan and members of the Scottish Literature Committee for their 
support throughout the year. 

Clubs which purchased 20 or more copies: 
597 Bums Society of the City of New York 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 
476 Border Cities Burns Club, Ontario 

1 The Bums Club of London 
35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Bums Club 

173 Irvine Burns Clul;> .. 
275 Ayr Burns Club 
48 Paisley Burns Club 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis 
845 Tam o' Shanter Bums Club, Coventry 

0 Kilmarnock Bums Club .. 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 
469 Denny Cross Bums Club .. 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association .. 

9 Royalty Burns Club 
20 Airdrie Burns Club 

248 Burns Club of Atlanta 
I 0 Dumbarton Burns Club 
33 Glasgow Haggis Club 
95 Bolton Burns Qub 

112 Dumfries Bums Howff Club 
263 Glasgow Masonic Bums Club 
349 The Howff Bums Club, Kilmarnock 
500 New Cumnock Bums Club 
701 Detroit Bums Club 

JAMES VEITCH, Editor. 

Copies 
171 
97 
50 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
31 
30 
28 
28 
25 
24 
24 
24 
21 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

Mr. Veitch warned delegates that, with rising costs, they could not expect 
the Chronicle to continue at its present price. 

Mr. McKechnie, Logangate 811, suggested other Clubs do as the Logangate 
Club did and present each member of their committee with a copy of the 
Chronicle. 

Mr. Bruce, Edinburgh 314, thought the Chronicle might carry a supplement, 
giving a list of all Scottish Societies, etc., throughout the world. 

Mrs. Dunlop, Bolton 95, moved the adoption of the report and Mr. Alex. 
Johnstone, Australia, seconded it. 
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SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS REPORT 

Mr. Fred J. Belford submitted the following report. 
In submitting this annual report on the Scottish Literature and Music 

Competitions it is satisfactory to note that the teachers and pupils continue to 
evince considerable interest in them. While the number of schools and pupils 
competing have shown a decrease this year the results are eminently encouraging. 
This drop in the numbers of schools and scholars taking part may be due partly 
to changes of headmasters and the closing of several of the smaller schools. 
Some schools also do not participate every year. It is, however, to be hoped 
that in 1971 some increase in the numbers may appear. Some Burns Clubs have 
dropped out probably due to the fact that the schools are now doing what the 
Clubs did in former years. We are aware that many Burns Clubs still hold public 
competitions, but these are not reported to us, and so a complete picture of 
the number of entries is withheld from this report. Results of their competition 
should be submitted early in May of each year. 

A marked increase in the number of school choirs rendering Burns and other 
Scottish songs has been reported. We regard this as a welcome contribution 
and complementary to the efforts of individual youngsters to further the love of 
the priceless songs of our native land. 

Letters from headmasters and staffs indicate how much these annual com
petitions are appreciated and the grateful thanks of the the Bums Federation 
are accorded to them, to the Directors of Education and to all others who so 
willingly give of their time and labour to ensure the success of this yearly com
petition. 

Schools 
Competitors 
Certificates 
Grand Total: 

Literature 
and Music 

630 
141,823 

6685 
Schools 
Competitors 
Certificates .. 

Burns Clubs 
32 

1580 
106 

662 
143,403 

6791 

F. J. BELFORD Joint 
A. W. FINLAYSON Secretaries 

Mr. Belford said children were taking part in other Burns competitions and 
the total number must be very much higher than that in his report. If he had all 
the reports of all the children taking part in Burns competitions he was sure it 
would reach the 200,000 mark. 

The report was adopted on a motion by Mr. Mcilwraith, Edinburgh and 
District Burns Clubs Association 378, and seconded by Mr. Anderson, Ayrshire 
Association of Burns Clubs 192. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE REPORT 

Mr. Alex. MacMillan, Convener of the Scottish Literature Committee, sub
mitted the following report. 

The interesting thing about our Secretary's investigation into the selling 
powers of the Burns Chronicle is that only 25 per cent of the Clubs on the Roll 
subscribe to it. Yet I am sure that many more send in an account of their 
years' activities to the Editor and expect some recognition. This is a very 
long-standing blot on the fair name of the Federation. To the outsider it must 
look as if many clubs exist only for the annual celebration, and there the interest 
with the poet ends. We of the faithful must have our moments of doubt, too, 
in the face of those figures. 
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In the very near future, the Scottish National Dictionary is going up in price, 
due to the increase in paper costs and the salaries of printers. I have often 
wondered why more isn't done by Clubs to popularise this unique enterprise. 
'A nicht wi' the Scottish National Dictionary' could set up a fair rumshie in 
some quarters. Even if the Dictionary won't be completed for two or three 
years yet, it is already in great demand in Europe and in the U.S.A. All Burns 
Clubs ought to start a fund to buy it. 

Which brings me to the Poetry and Short Story Competition which we held 
last year. The short stories were few but of good quality. No poem conforming 
to the rules was worthy of a first prize, and the judges were left wondering if only 
those in their sixties know the Scots tongue well enough to write in it. What 
was to be done? Some ideas were suggested which might bring an encourage
ment to the younger and original writer. Most of the poetry read in the com
petition was derative-it was on themes already written about, and with little 
new to say. And the Scots vocabulary was small. 

The question of reprinting Hans Hecht's biography, translated by our 
President-elect, Mrs. Burgoyne, has been much discussed. Our excellent 
Secretary, Mr. Thomson, has been in touch with the Library Association regard
ing a reprint. 

It is hoped to have the New Scots Reader ready for next spring. It will take 
the place of the three separate Scots Readers which have been in use so long, 
and will contain all the poems and prose popular in the Bums Competitions, as 
well as a selection of new material. 

ALEX. MacMILLAN, Convener. 

Mr. MacMillan said that if the members of the Federation did not buy the 
Chronicle it would die. 

He reported that the Scottish National Dictionary would now definitely be 
completed and as soon as it was finished it would be worth four times as much 
as it cost. 

Mr. Miller, Renfrewshire 472, moved the adoption of the Report, seconded 
by Mr. Dinwiddie, Dumfries 226. 

It was intimated that Dumfries Burns Club allowed in their subscription for 
the price of a Chronicle so all members received one. 

Mr. A. Bruce, Scottish Bums Club, Edinburgh, supported the idea that the 
Chronicle should be tied in with club subscriptions. 

Mr. McKechnie, Logangate 811, said his club bought 20 copies every year 
which they handed to schools and young folk who were interested. 

Mr. Thomson said the Executive Committee thought, as Mrs. Burgoyne was 
to be first lady President, it would be fitting to organise and reprint her trans
lation of the Hans Hecht biography now. 

He had brought this to the notice of Messrs. Chivers who did reprints for 
libraries and they were interested in doing a limited edition. 

Mr. Thomson asked any members, wishing a copy, to place their order with 
him. 

MEMORIALS COMMITfEE REPORT 

Mr. George Vallance, Convener of the Memorials Committee, submitted 
the following report. 

The Memorials Committee has had a favourable year and the district associ
ations and several Cubs have carried out restoration work on several monuments 
and places connected with our National Bard. 

At Greenock the Mary Campbell monument has been attended to by the 
Greenock Cub with assistance from the Federation. 

The Burns' House Museum in Castle Street is attracting visitors and Mauchline 
Burns Cub have been busy collecting suitable material to add to the relics 
already displayed. 
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Glasgow Corporation are to make alterations at the Kirk Lane Burial Ground 
and to improve the access. 

Our Dumfries friends have again been busy and the Brow Well has been reno

vated. The access roadway to Ellisland is being attended to and the entrance 
improved. 

In Edinburgh Phase 2 of the restoration at the Calton Hill Monument has 
been completed by Edinburgh Corporation and Edinburgh Association will 
renovate the interior with financial assistance from the Federation. 

The Mary campbell Monument at Failford has been renovated and protec
tive netting attached to the perimeter fence, the paint work of the fence has been 
renewed. 

The fence at the site of the Trysting Thom at Low Coylton will be repainted 
early this year. 

The Ayr County Council have been contacted for their view of distinctive 
sign posts being erected adjacent to points of interest of the Bard's life. 

The Burnsians in the North East have increased the security of the Burness 
Tomb Stones in Glenbervie Churchyard and have further projects in hand to 
mark places of interest. 

The Laigh Kirk in Kilmarnock is working on a scheme to improve the amen
ities in the Old Burial Ground and the Federation and other local Clubs will 
co-operate in this. 

Information is still required from Local Clubs and District Associations to 
enable the Federation to publish an up-to-date guide to places of Bums interest 
in Scotland. 

I would remind all Clubs that although the Memorials Committee will assist 
where possible the local Clubs should make the first move in preserving and 
restoring places of Bums interest and they should keep the Federation advised 
of any work carried out. 

GEORGE VALLANCE, Convener. 

Mr. Vallance stated that since the report had gone to print they had worked 
on locating the exact spot where the Heather House at Ballochmyle had stood 
and it would be suitably marked. They had been in contact with Ayr County 
Council regarding the erection of signs to Mount Oliphant and Mossgiel and 
the same type of sign would be used to replace all existing signs marking places 
of Bums interest. The work at the Churchyard at Kilmarnock was in hand 
with the local clubs taking a great interest. 

The report was adopted on a motion by Mr. Scott, Lochee 360, and seconded 
by Mr. Dunlop, Kilmarnock Howff 349. 

NEW PRESIDENT INSTALLED 

Mr. Mclldowie formally announced the election of Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, 
M.A., as the first lady President of the Federation. He invested her with the 
chain of office and Mrs. Burgoyne suitably replied. 

The new President pinned a past president's badge on Mr. Mclldowie's 
lapel and congratulated him on his year of office. 

The Secretary read a telegram to Mrs. Burgoyne from Mr. Dalgleish in which 
he wished her a successful year. 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

Mr. Edgar Young had been nominated as an Honorary President and 
Mrs. Burgoyne presented him with an Honorary President's badge. 

OTHER OFFICE-BEARERS 

Mr. Matthew McLauchlan, Knottingley, was appointed Senior Vice-
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President, and Mr. Charles C. Easton, F.S.A.Scot., Aberdeen, was appointed 
Junior Vice-President. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer-Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., 
Kilmarnock. 

Hon. Editor-Mr. James Veitch, Tweedsmuir. 
Schools Competitions-Mr. Fred J. Belford, M.A., F.E.l.S., Edinburgh; 

Mr. Albert W. Finlayson, M.A., F.E.I.S., Dumfries. 
Assistant Hon. Secretary-Mr. Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., Glasgow. 
Auditors-Messrs. Henry Brown & Co., Kilmarnock. 

MOTION FROM SCOTTISH SOCIETY AND BURNS CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA 

'That a Sub-Committee be appointed to consider ways and means to \end 
senior members of the Federation on periodical visits to Overseas Clubs, to 
foster and extend the Bums Movement, the world o'er.' 

Mr. Alex. Johnstone, Sydney, Australia, spoke to the motion and confirmed 
that Overseas Clubs wanted visits from the Federation. The idea was, he said, 
for the Federation to sponsor visits by officials. 

Mr. Gray, Ayrshire Association 192, supported the motion. 
Mr. Todd, Perth, Western Australia 511, said his club had been thrilled to 

have a visit from Mr. Mclldowie. 
Mr. Mclldowie said he felt he had missed many clubs as they had not 

federated and did not know of his visit. 
The motion was remitted to the Executive Committee for attention. 

VENUE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

Mr. McDowall, Coventry 559, issued an invitation to the Federation to hold 
its Conference in Coventry in 1971, and this was seconded by Mr. Cunningham, 
Coventry Tam O' Shanter 845. The invitation was unanimously accepted. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Easton proposed that invitations should be accepted two years in advance 
to allow time for proper organisation and issued an invitation for the Conference 
to be held in Aberdeen in 1972. Mrs. Burgoyne said they were looking forward 
to having the Conference in Edinburgh in 1974. 

Mr. Mclldowie felt the Conference should give Aberdeen firm acceptance 
of their invitation. Some discussion took place and it was agreed this would 
be considered. 

Mr. McKechnie, Logangate 811, intimated his club were being charged 
Corporation Tax and the Treasurer advised him to consult his auditors or the 
Inland Revenue regarding this. 

The meeting concluded with Mr. Love moving a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Mclldowie for his work during the preceding year and wishing the new President 
of the Federation health and happiness during her year of office. 

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

On Friday evening, the first official item was a 'Songs of Bums' concert in 
the Webster Memorial Theatre and Arts Centre. Delegates and friends were 
especially honoured in the choice of venue for this event, as the concert was the 
first to be given in this new theatre, which was opened officially by H.R.H. 
Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon, on October 28, 1970. 

Following the concert the company adjourned to the Sports and Community 
Centre, where they were accorded a civic reception and entertained to dinner 
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as the guests of Arbroath Town Council. Provost R. R. Spink extended a cordial 
welcome and this was fittingly acknowledged by Mr. Daniel J. Mclldowie, 
president of the Federation. 

After the business meeting on Saturday, the Conference luncheon was held 
in the Sports and Community Centre, where the company was presided over by 
Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, the newly-elected president of the Federation. Bailie D. 
Chapel, president of Arbroath Burns Club, proposed the toast of 'The Bums 
Federation,' and in her reply Mrs. Burgoyne outlined the aims and objects 
of the Federation. The toast of 'The Chairman' was submitted by Mr. D. F. 
McKechnie, chairman of the East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross Area Confer
ence Committee. A collection was taken on behalf of the Jean Armour Bums 
Houses, Mauchline, and realised the sum of £53. 

On Saturday evening, a dinner and ceilidh was held in the Sports and Com
munity Centre, the hosts on this occasion being the East Perthshire, Angus and 
Kinross Area. Mr. D. F. McKechnie presided and after dinner Mrs. Burgoyne 
proposed the toast of 'Perth and Angus Burns Clubs,' to which Mr. R. M. 
Livingstone, Montrose, responded. The toast of 'Overseas Guests' was submitted 
by Mr. William Coull Anderson, U.S.A., an hon. president of Arbroath Bums 
Club, and this was replied to by Mr. Alex. Johnstone, of the Scottish Society 
of Bums Clubs of Australia. 

At the end of the evening, Mr. George Vallance, Lugar, proposed a vote of 
thanks to the singers and dancers who had taken part in the programme. 

On Sunday forenoon Mrs. Burgoyne laid a wreath at the statue of Robert 
Burns in the grounds of Arbroath Public Library and the Rev. T. Gemmell 
Campbell led the company in prayer. Thereafter delegates and friends attended 
the morning service in the Old Parish Church of Arbroath and were privileged 
to hear a more than usually appropriate sermon by the Rev. Gemmell Campbell. 
The lessons were read by Mrs. Burgoyne and Mr. Thomas H. Mann, an hon. 
president of Arbroath Bums Club. 

On Sunday afternoon a bus tour took in the cairn at Clochnahill and Glen
bervie Churchyard, where Mr. Charles C. Easton, junior vice-president, explained 
the work that had been carried out to preserve the tombstones erected to the 
memory of some of Bums's ancestors. 

On the journey back to Arbroath a halt was made at Brechin, where afternoon 
tea was provided in the Mechanics Hall by the Brechin and Montrose Clubs. 
At a brief ceremony afterwards, Mr. Alex. Eggo, president of the Brechin Club, 
introduced Provost Alex. Buchan, who extended a cordial welcome. A bouquet 
was presented to Mrs. Burgoyne and gifts were handed over to Mrs. Mann, 
Mrs. Steven, Mrs. Robertson, Mrs. McKechnie and Mrs. Gemmell Campbell. 
Several greetings telegrams were read by Mr. Thomson, Federation secretary. 
Mr. Matthew McLauchlan, senior vice-president, thanked all who had enter
tained those attending the conference and Mrs. Burgoyne thanked the people 
who had made the afternoon so pleasant. 

When they arrived back in Arbroath quite a number of the delegates and 
friends accepted an invitation to the conference headquarters in the Seaforth 
Hotel to see a film of the 1968 Bums Pilgrimage, which was screened by Mr. 
Alex. Johnstone. 

In the course of the weekend a telegram was sent to the Queen at Balmoral, 
conveying the loyal greetings of the Federation, and a telegram acknowledging 
this was received from Her Majesty's private secretary. 

A number of the delegates accepted an invitation to visit the Dundee Burns 
Club and were entertained by its members. 

On the Saturday morning the ladies who were not attending the business 
meeting were provided with morning coffee in the Old Church Hall by the 
members of the Ladies' Committee, the convener of which was Mrs. D. W. Chapel. 

The members of the Area Conference Committee were Mr. D. F. McKechnie, 
convener; Mrs. M. Steven, treasurer; and Mr. W. K. Steven, secretary. 
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0: KILMARNOCK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. Colin R. M. Bell. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner. 

A. REID HAMILTON, 
Secretary. 

1 : THE BURNS CLUB OF WNDON 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, at the 

Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly, London, W.1, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, 
Vice-President of the Burns Federation, proposed the toast, 'The 
Immortal Memory of Robert Burns'. 

Other events: During the winter a meeting of the Club was held 
each month and a series of talks were given. 

At the Annual General Meeting on 18th May, 1970, Mr. Peter 
Crammond was duly installed as President of the Oub, and for the 
first time in the history of the Club ladies were elected to the Council 
in the persons of Mrs. M. E. Pow, as Hon. Assistant Secretary, in 
place of Stuart McHardy who had been elected Hon. Treasurer, 
Mesdames P. Crammond and N. Orr as Council members. 

ALEX. A. Pow, 
Secretary. 

2: ALEXANDRIA BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The main toast was delivered by 

Mr. Alex. Green. J. BARTON, 
Secretary. 

5: ERCILDOUNE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was given by Alex. Connel, Esq., of Kelso. 
Other events: On 13th March, 1970, the Club entertained 

visitors from Hawick, Coldstream and Gorebridge. 

7: THISTLE BURNS CLUB 

A. v. SMAIL, 
Secretal'y, 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. George Marshall. 

Collection for benevolences, £50. 
Other events: Prizes were awarded to pupils of Adelphi Second-

ary School for Bums Competition. WM. JAMIESON, 
Secretary. 
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10: DUMBARTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. M. D. Brownlie, President 
of the Oub, according to custom. 

The annual appeal for charities realised a total of £98 3s, which 
was disbursed as follows: Jean Armour Burns Houses, £58 3s; 
National Burns Memorial and Cottage Homes, £20, and Erskine 
Hospital Burns Supper Fund, £20. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 28th November, 
1969. 

Prizes amounting to £25 6s were presented for singing and 
verse speaking (Burns's Works) to winners of competitions organised 
in five local schools. THOMAS WILSON, 

Secretary. 

14: DUNDEE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rt. Hon. George M. 
Thomson, M.P. 

Other events: The Annual Club Dinner was held in June, 1970. 
St. Andrew's Night function was held on 29th November, 1969. 
Social evenings and film shows were held throughout the year. 

With this help the Club was able to donate £108 to the Arbroath 
Burns Club for the forthcoming Federation Conference. 

Two wreaths were laid at the Burns Statue in Albert Square, 
Dundee. 

Members also attended a Burns Service in St. Andrew's Church 
with the Dundee Burns Society and the Lochee Bums Club. 

The Club also supplied speakers at various Burns Suppers. 
F. CURRAN, 

Secretary. 

15: BELFAST BURNS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to 'The Immortal Mem

ory' was proposed by the Rev. Donald Fraser, M.A., of Belfast. 
Other events: A day's outing to 'Springhill', a National Trust 

House near Moneymore, County Londonderry. 
Annual Dinner Dance and Annual Whist Drive. 
A special meeting at which Captain Paul Sugden related the 

history of his Regiment, the Black Watch. 
(Miss) MAY WHITE, 

Secretarv. 



156 BURNS CLUB NOTES 

21: GREENOCK BURNS CLUB (THE MOTHER CLUB) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, Rev. 

Robert Paterson proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and was made 
an honorary president of the Club. 

Other events: The usual monthly meetings were held during the 
winter. 

St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 29th November, 1969. 
An evening visit to Paisley Burns Club. 
The following donations have been made: Jean Armour Burns 

Houses, £34; Scottish National Dictionary, £26. 
R. SMITH MACFARLAN, 

Secretary. 

22: EDINBURGH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by J. Douglas Cairns, Esq., of 
Ayr. 

Other events: Monthly meetings during winter session. 
(Mrs.) AMELIA ST. C. MUIR, 

Secretary. 

33: GLASGOW HAGGIS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was given by James Welsh, M.A., LL.B. 
Other events: We are looking forward to our Centenary Year, 

1971/72. DAVID WALSH, 
Secretary. 

35: DALRY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, our 

celebration was unique in that for the first time in its long history 
it was chaired and the 'Immortal Memory' proposed by a Robert 
Burns. Mr. Burns is not related, however, to the Bard. Another 
two members called Robert Burns were also present. 

Other events: The Club once again organised a schools com
petition which had its largest attendance to date. 

JAMES G. RENNIE, 
Secretary. 

36: ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Angus Peacock, J.P. 
Other events: On the morning of 24th January, 1970, the 
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wreath-laying ceremony at Burns Statue in George Square was 
attended by members of the Club. 

For the McLennan Cup competition we entered four fours. 
The Club presented the usual prizes for Burns Competition to 

Knightswood, Scotland Street and Oakbank Schools. 
Inter-Club visits to Newarthill 133 and Kilbirnie Rosebery. 
Visit to Jean Armour Burns Houses and Museum and thereafter 

to Alloway on 20th September, 1970. 
We regret to report the deaths of three of our members, Mrs. 

Chris. D. Mcintosh, Edward O'Niell and James Picken; they will 
be sadly missed. JOHN MELVILLE, 

Secretary. 

42: STRATHEARN BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Rev. F. P. Copland Simmons. 
Other events: A painting of the Bard which was loaned (for 

many years) to the Club for the annual supper by Mr. James 
Hurry, has now been gifted to the Club. This was formally done 
at the annual supper. GEORGINA B. LowE, 

Secretary. 

45: CUMNOCK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary· Dinner Report: On 19th January, 1970, the 

principal toast was proposed by the Chairman, Mr. J. Hunter 
Faulds. 

Guest speaker was Mr. Lennard E. du Feu of the Channel 
Islands. K. H. McCALL, 

Secretary. 

50: STIRLING BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Charles A. G. Mungall, 
M.A. HENRY ROBB, 

Secretary. 

55: DERBY SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION AND BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Anderson Wilson of 
Worksop, a past President of the Burns Federation. 

DEREK McLEOD, 
Secretary. 



158 BURNS CLUB NOTES 

59: GOUROCK JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Douglas H. McNiven, 
Gourock. 

Collection for Jean Armour Burns Houses, £5. 
Other events: Twelve book prizes were gifted to Gourock 

Primary School for Burns Competition. Three classes of over 60 
pupils attended. ROBERT SMITH, 

Secretary. 

62: CUPAR »URNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by George Sharp, O.B.E., 
who is Finance Convener for the County of Fife. 

F. SMALL, 

Secretary. 

68: SANDYFORD (GLASGOW) BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Ernest Robertson, J.P., 
Provost of Dumfries. 

Other events: The Club's Theatre Night was held on 5th 
March, 1970. 

The Annual Outing took place on 19th May, 1970, to the Scott 
Country. 

The Hallowe'en Dinner Dance was held on 29th October, 1970, 
and the Presentation Dinner on 13th November, 1970. 

w. J. W. GRAHAM, 
Secretary. 

69: DUNEDIN BURNS CLUB (INC.) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Very Rev. Dr. J. S. 
Somerville, Master of Knox College, Dunedin. 

On Sunday, 25th January, the Mayor of Dunedin placed a 
wreath on the Burns Statue in the Octagon after which the Club 
members attended the Evening Service at the First Church of 
Otago. 

The annual Burns Anniversary Concert was held on 26th 
January. 

Other events: During the visit to our Club from 8th to llth 
February, 1970, of the President of the Bums Federation, Mr. D. J. 
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Mclldowie, and Mrs. Mclldowie, a social function was held at 
which Mr. and Mrs. Mclldowie met many of our members. Mr. 
Mclldowie placed a wreath on the Burns Statue on behalf of the 
Burns Federation. 

Members of the Southland Burns Club visited our Club and 
60 of our members made the 140-mile journey to Invercargill to 
return the visit. 

Members of the Dunedin Burns Club Entertainment Group 
regularly visited hospitals, rest homes and similar institutions 
throughout the year. 

Three church parades were held and concerts with a Burns and 
Scottish flavour were held on the third Wednesday of every month. 
During the winter months meetings are held on the fourth Wednes
day of the month. 

J. D. McDONALD, 

Hon. Secretary. 

71 : CARLISLE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Elliott, Langholm. 

Other events: At the A.G.M. Mrs. S. Sinclair was elected 
President, this being the first time a lady has held this office in our 
Club. 

At the annual bowling match with Port Carlisle the Carlisle Burns 
Club beat the home team and regained the cup after a lapse of 
14 years. 

S. SINCLAIR, 

Secretary. 

74: THE NATIONAL BURNS MEMORIAL AND COTTAGE HOMES, MAUCHLINE 

The work of maintaining the cottages continues and is very much 
appreciated by the Cottagers. During the year, the ground between 
the cottages and the Jean Armour Burns Cottages on the Mossgiel 
Road has been acquired by the Society for future development. 

In June, 1970, the new Lord Lieutenant of Ayrshire, one of the 
Honorary Presidents of the Society, Sir James Fergusson of Kil
kerran, Bart., and Lady Fergusson, paid an informal visit to the 
cottages. 

JOHN FINDLAY, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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82: ARBROATH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Charles C. Easton, 
F.S.A.(Scot.). 

R. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary. 

89: SUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. J. Cameron Grant, 
M.A. 

Other events: On the morning of 24th January, 1970, the 
President, Mr. L. A. Nicol, C.Eng., gave the annual oration and 
laid a wreath at the bust of the Poet in Sunderland Museum and 
Art Gallery. Mr. R. G. Wilson sang a selection of Burns's songs. 

Ladies' Night, introduced at the suggestion of Mrs. Molly 
Nicol, wife of the President, was an instant success and will be 
repeated. 

Various meetings, including musical evenings and Hallowe'en 
party. 

w. K. DONNAN, 

Secretary. 

95: BOLTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. W. J. Little. 

Other events: Our dancers and singers had another busy winter 
entertaining 'over 60's Clubs' in the town. 

JOHN IRVING, 

Secretary. 

112: DUMFRIES BURNS HOWFF CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. J. A. Cameron, 
M.B., Ch.B., M.R.O.P.(E.). 

Other events: On 25th January, 1970, Dr. J. A. Cameron laid 
a wreath on the Poet's grave in the Mausoleum on behalf of the 
Club after a church service in St. Michael's Church attended by the 
Provost, Magistrates and Councillors of Dumfries and members 
of all the Burns Clubs in the town. 

DAVID MILLER, 

Secretary. 
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120: BRISTOL CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. A. W. Macara. 
Other events: The usual functions, including the St. Andrew's 

Day Dinner Dance and also St. Andrew's Day Church Service. 
Lieut. Comdr. DOUGLAS W. WOOLLER, R.N., 

Secretary. 

152: THE HAMILTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the toast 

'The Immortal Memory of Robert Burns' was proposed by R. P. A. 
Cumming, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.P.(E.), President of the Club. 

Other events: Prizes were awarded during the summer of 1970 
to the seven senior schools in Hamilton in connection with the 
Scottish Literature Competition. About 1,000 pupils participated 
in the competition which is arranged by the staff at each school. 

L. PATTISON, 
Secretary. 

158: DARLINGTON BURNS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Anderson Wilson. 
Other events: A new venture, 'Burns in Song and Dance,' was 

tried out in December. 
We combined with the Gaelic Society for a joint function on 

St. Andrew's Day. 
T. w. CHATER, 

Hon. Secretary. 

167: THE BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Dr. D. B. Bruce. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Dance and St. Andrew's Day Church 

Service. 
Other functions included Hogmanay Ball and the Caledonian 

Ball. 
W. F. PRINGLE, 

Secretary. 

190: PORT GLASGOW BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our guest speaker was the same 
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gentleman as last year: Mr. S. Davies, B.L., solicitor, Greenock. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night function and three harmony 

nights during the winter. 
Annual bus outing took place to Leven, Fife. 
Members took part in Wylie Orr Bowling Trophy competition. 

CoLIN MACKENZIE, 
Secretary. 

192: AYRSlllRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 
Outstanding events: The Annual Church Service of the Associ

ation was held in Alloway Parish Church on Sunday, 25th January, 
1970. The service was conducted by the Rev. Ludovic Gray, M.A., 
and lessons were read by Mr. John Gray, Hon. President, Burns 
Federation, and Mr. J. Glass, M.A., President of the Ayrshire 
Association. 

The Ayrshire Association joined with Ayr Bums Club at the 
wreath-laying ceremony at Burns Statue Square, Ayr, and the 
annual service at Leglen Wood on Sunday, 19th July, 1970. The 
address was given by the Rev. Colin R. M. Bell, Kilmarnock. 

We deeply regret to record the death of our former Secretary, 
James E. Shaw, last October, 1969. Jimmy Shaw served the Ayrshire 
Association as Secretary from 1955 to 1963 and was for a time 
Assistant Hon. Secretary of the Burns Federation, before moving 
to Ireland. Tttos. ANDERSON, 

Secretary. 
198: GOREBRIDGE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the headmaster of our local 
school, Mr. Chapman. 

Other events: Men's Supper in February, 1970; St. Andrew's 
Night function in November. 

A party of 100 schoolchildren travelled to Dumfries. 
Members of the Dumfries Club acted as guides. 

W. WARDROP, 
Secretary. 

217: THE ESKDALE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Col. Lachlan Robertson, 
O.B.E., Glasgow. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night function. 
(Mrs.) JEAN M. MACKIE, 

Secretary. 



BURNS CLUB NOTES 163 

226; DUMFRIES BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

Club's 150th Anniversary Dinner was held at which the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Hon. Lord Birsay, O.B.E., T.D. 

Other events: On the morning of 25th January, 1970, wreaths 
were laid at Burns Statue. Following a service in St. Michael's 
Church the Oub President, Mr. D. S. Brockbank, presided at a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Mausoleum. 

The Rev. Farmes was the principal speaker at the St. Andrew's 
Night function where honorary membership was conferred upon 
Mr. Walter Duncan. 

E. W. BANNERMAN, 
Secretary. 

238 BURNS CLUB OF ATLANTA 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory of Robert Burns' was proposed by 
Robert Woodard McKay. 

W. RICHARD METCALFE, 
Secretary. 

252; ALWWAY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 27th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. James Currie, B.D. 
Other events: On St. Andrew's Night, the late Mr. T. Limond 

gave a talk on 'Auld Alloway and Ayr'. This was followed by a 
short concert, which was given by the Ayrshire Constabulary 
Singers. 

Alloway School Choir gave their usual concert in February, 
1970. As a result of this £12 13s was donated to the Scottish 
National Dictionary Association. 

The usual prizes were donated to winners of Burns Compe
tition in Alloway School. 

The Club entertained members of Ayrshire Association of 
Burns Oubs after the Anniversary Church Service in Alloway 
Church on 25th January, 1970. 

The summer bus outing was held in July, 1970, to the Burns 
House Museum, Mauchline, and the Bums Monument, Mauchline. 

GEORGE A. BRYAN, 
Secretary. 
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263: GLASGOW MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bro. Neil C. McCluskie, 
P.M. 827. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night function and Ladies' Night. 
Our Annual Children's Verse Speaking Competition was held 

on 28th February, 1970, when another most successful afternoon 
was enjoyed by all present. P.P. LESLIE S. McGREGOR, 

Secretary. 

274: TROON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mr. George 
Elder. 

Other events: The Burns Competitions were held in Marr 
College, Troon Primary School, Muirhead Primary School and 
St. Patrick's Primary School. T. MONTGOMERY BROWN, 

Secretary. 

275: AYR BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. William MacCallum. 
Other events: The annual concert of Scottish entertainment 

was held in Ayr Town Hall on 15th October, 1969. Proceeds were 
given to the Burns House, Mauchline, fund, and the Jean Armour 
Burns Houses. 

The Commemorative Service at Leglen Wood was held on 
19th July, 1970, the oration being given by the Rev. Colin R. M. 
Bell, M.A. 

Bus outing to Irvine. 
Ayr Schools' Burns Competition: awards were presented and 

a programme of Scots songs and recitations was given by the prize
winners at the March social meeting. 

St. Andrew's Night celebration and monthly meeting in Loudoun 
Hall. WrLLIAM GRAHAM, 

Secretary. 

282: BURNS BOWLING ASSOCIATION 
The McLennan Cup was played for on 4th August, 1970, 

entries being four up on last year. 
The winners were Bridgeton Burns Club, Skip J. Bone; runners

up were Royalty Burns Club, Skip S. Campbell. 
The Association is grateful to the Directors of Bowling Greens 

for the use of two rinks on each. 
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The cup was presented by President John C. McNicol to Robert 
Donaldson who accepted on behalf of his Club. 

JOHN MELVILLE, 

Secretary. 

284: PHILADELPHIA NORTH-EASTERN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our Chaplain, Rev. John H. 
Leitch. 

Other events: On 26th April, 1970, the Annual Scottish Service 
was held at Old Pine Street Presbyterian Church .. 

ALEX. MACDONALD, 

Secretary. 

303: ST. ANDREW'S AND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY OF VICTORIA, B.C. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 
toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Robert 
Strachan, M.L.A. 

Other events: Various traditional functions and parties. 
On 1 st July, 1970, a trip, by bus and ferry, to Salt Spring Island. 

LILY SUTHERLAND, 

Secretary. 

307: EDINBURGH AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. C. H. Stewart, O.B.E., J.P., M.A., LL.B., C.A., 
Secretary, Edinburgh University. 

Other events: Annual Dinner Dance, Whist Drive, Children's 
Party, Ladies' Whist Drive, and Social Evening and Travel Talk, 
'India by Bus,' given by Mrs. Lindsay. 

Summer Outing: tour of the Border Country. 
G. HENDERSON LAING. 

Secretary. 
310: MAUCHLINE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Robert Burns, Esq. 

£19 was raised for the Jean Armour Burns Houses. 
Other events: A lottery in aid of the Burns House Museum 

raised £89 2s 3d. 
An evening visit was made to Burns's Cottage at Alloway. 
Monthly formal and informal meetings continued to be held. 

DAVID I. LYELL, 

Secretary. 
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314: SCOITISH BURNS CLUB (EDINBURGH) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 17th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Elizabeth Whitley, the well
known authoress. 

Other events: During May 32 members and friends spent a 
holiday at Bournemouth when they were entertained by the Bourne
mouth Caledonian Society. 

Annual Outing to Abbotsford and Scott Country. 
Wreath-laying ceremony took place at Burns Monument, 

Regent Road, on 21st July, followed by a visit to Canongate 
Kilwinning Lodge. 

Monthly meetings in St. Andrew Society Rooms. 
In conjunction with the Scottish Heritage Association, a series 

of meetings with verse and song on the 'Scottish Theme' were held 
during the Edinburgh Festival period. 

(Mrs.) JESSIE A. BRUCE, 
Secretary. 

320: TROY BURNS CLUB 
Our Club has been dormant for the past three years and on 

25th April, 1970, we held a reorganisation meeting and elected new 
officers. 

It was agreed to hold meetings four times a year, namely the 
last Saturday in January, April, October and December. 

ROBERT A. BARRON, 
Secretary. 

329: NEW ARK AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our guest speaker was the Rev. 

James Currie of Glasgow. 
As the report for last year was lost in the post, the Secretary 

wishes it to be noted here that at the Anniversary Dinner in 1969 the 
guest speaker was Mr. Bill Morrison of Kilcreggan. (Editor's note.) 

Other events: The Club has had another successful season. 
(Mrs.) C. KENNEDY, 

Secretary. 

336: PETERHEAD BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The President, W. W. Dickie, 

proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. 
J. M. M. SMI1H, 

Secretary. 
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346: OAKBANK MOSSGIEL BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the toast 

to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Malcolm Millar, 
Bellsquarry, Livingston. 

Other events: Annual Outing to Leven on 27th June, 1970. 
(Mrs.) ELIZABETH G. WALKER, 

Secretary. 

350: MARKINCH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Robert Harrower, 
Crosshill. 

Other events: Since the last Annual Supper, Markinch Burns 
Club has lost five members, including the Hon. President, Mr. 
James M. Terras. He was a founder member of the Club and had 
attended most of the Suppers during that time. He was a past 
President of the Club. 

Also Mr. John Potter who died in New Zealand at the age of 
82 years, Mr. Tom Gibb, John Spittal and William Wilkie. 

We hold a School Competition for Bums recitations every year. 
This year the Club gave Burns book prizes to five primary schools 
in this area. In all, 12 books were presented. 

360: LOCHEE BURNS CLUB 

JOHN REID, 
Hon. Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. T. R. S. Campbell, B.D. 

Other events: Annual visit to the old folk in the Rowans Home. 
Annual visit to the old folk in the Craigie Home. 
Another old folk's home was visited in Harefield House; this 

was a new venture. 
Annual visit to Blairgowrie and to Meigle. 
Programmes were supplied to the King George VI Club, 

Chamber of Commerce, Forfar British Legion, W.R.I. Strath
martine, R.G.R. Ex B.B. Association. 

Church Services were attended by members in St. Columba 
Church, also St. Andrew's Church, Dundee. 

J. G. WATT, 
Secretary. 
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365: CATRINE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by John Jamieson, Beith. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Nicht. 
Summer Outing on 31st May, 1970. JAS. Y. ROXBURGH, 

Secretary. 

366: LIVERPOOL BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor Alistair Munro, 
M.D., M.R.C.P.(E.), D.P.M. 

Other events: The usual Lectures and Socials were held during 
the winter season. 

We enjoyed organising the Bums Federation Conference held 
at Southport in September, 1970, and were glad that it was so 
successful. 

We would like to thank the Burns Federation Executive for all 
their help. MARGARET J. BROWNLIB, 

Secretary. 

370: DUNDONALD BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the toast 

to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by President R. Kirk. 
Past President G. S. Dawes was preseQted with a suitably in

scribed tankard to mark his year of office. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Annual Dance. 
Eight monthly meetings were held during the season. A special 

mention should be given to one of these meetings at which the 
Club were entertained to an exceptionally well produced puppet 
film version of Tam O' Shanter. 

The Club continued to participate in the community life of 
the village. GEORGE DAWES, 

Secretary. 

378: EDINBURGH AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
The annual wreath-laying ceremony took place at the Burns 

Monument, Regent Road. 
Annual Prize Draw and Social Evening. 
The fourth Annual Inter-Schools Song and Verse Competition 

was held in Brunstane Primary School. 
THOMAS D. MclLWRAITH, 

Secretary. 
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379: HARTLEPOOLS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: 'The Immortal Memory' was given 

by Mrs. M. Allen, wife of Secretary. 
Other events: Regular meetings during the session. 

w. s. ALLEN, 
Secretary. 

388: KYLE LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 17th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. Neilson, Shotts. 
Other events: Annual Outing to Rothesay. 
Mystery Tour to Dumfries. (Mrs.) HELEN SHAw, 

Secretary. 
393: ANNAN LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. Shankland was the principal 
guest at the Anniversary Dinner on 23rd January, 1970. 

Other events: At the closing meeting of the year Annan Ladies 
entertained Queen of the South Ladies, Dumfries. 

In June the annual evening outing was to Lanerast Priory and 
dinner later at Brampton. (Mrs.) G. JAMES, 

Secretary. 
401: BRIG-EN' (WAVERLEY) DUMFRIES 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our President, Dr. W. D. 
Balfour. R. AGNEW, 

Secretary. 
405: CALEDONIAN SOCIETY OF SHEFFIELD 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by W. Campbell Heselwood, 
a past President of the Society. 

Other events: The Burns Circle met several times during the 
year. ROBERT FYFE, 

Secretary. 
426: SAUCHIE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. George McCutcheon, 
Clackmannan. 

Other events: Annual Supper, 24th October, 1969. 
Annual Dance, 8th November, 1969. 
Interest in the Club's functions is being well maintained and 

the financial position is satisfactory. 
DAVIDS. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary. 
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436; WALNEY JOLLY BEGGARS LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Mrs. R. Stutchbury gave the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: We held our 41st Anniversary Tea in February, 
1970. 

An Easter Bonnet Parade was also held after which gifts were 
distributed to old folk's home. 

We have had various speakers and demonstrators, also visits 
to factories and mystery tours. R. STUTCHBURY, 

Secretary. 

437: DUMFRIES LADIES' BURNS CLUB NO. 1 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 

proposed by Mr. A. Finlayson, M.A., F.E.I.S. (assistant secretary 
Schools Competitions) and former headmaster, Laurieknowe 
School. 

Other events: Our 40th Anniversary was celebrated on l 3th 
March, 1970, with a Dinner and Dance. 

The officials of the S.S. Counties Burns Association were in 
attendance and the main toasts were given by Provost E. Robertson 
and Mr. H. G. McKerrow, J.P. 

Summer Outing in May to Edinburgh and North Berwick. 
Our usual prize to the Musical Festival was donated. 
Christmas gifts were given to the residents of the Rowantree 

Home and elderly members of our Oub. MARY SHEARER, 
Secretary. 

454: ROTHERHAM AND DISTIUCT SC01TISH ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by J. F. T. Thomson, Esq., M.A., 
F.L.A., Secretary and Treasurer, Burns Federation. 

Other events: President's Reception and New Year's Ball. 
W. INGRAM, 

Secretary. 

458: STONEHAVEN (FATHERLAND) BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2lst January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. R. H. Richmond. 

Other events: After our party on Christmas eve, a bus took 
members to Watchnight Service at Dunnottar Church. 

(Mrs.) MARJORY LEIPER, 
Secretary. 
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461 : LEICESTER CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was given by David Scott, Esq., F.l.B.(Scot.). 
G. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary. 

462: CHELTENHAM SCOTIISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the toast 

to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. R. Courtney, Past 
President of Bristol Caledonian Society. 

Other events: Coach Trip to Royal Caledonian Schools, Bushey, 
Open and Sports Day. 

Dances and social gatherings throughout the season. 
E. C. FISHER, 

Secretary. 

469: DENNY CROSS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Matthew Brown, M.A., 
B.A., F.S.A.(Scot.), F.E.l.S., Rector, Cumbemauld High School. 

Other events: For the first time in the history of the Oub the 
ladies were present at a St. Andrew's Night Dinner. 

Usual monthly meetings. 
THOS. M. STOCKS, 

Secretary. 

470: ST. GILES' BURNS CLUB, EWIN 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. P. M. Wright, Vice
President of the Elgin Burns Oub. 

Other events: Until this year, the funds of the Club were very 
low and the Committee felt that something had to be done to save 
the Oub from collapse. 

A combined effort, with the assistance of the ladies, was made, 
and a Coffee Evening was held on the 6th May, 1970. 

After paying off the outstanding debts of the Club we now have 
a credit balance of £167 15s. 

LOUIS G. GOWANS, 
Secretary. 

472: RENFREWSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 
The Schools Essays Competition produced 1,483 entrants, an 
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increase of about 500 over the previous year. A notable feature 
was a great increase in the number of entries from primary schools. 

The Wylie Trophy Bowling Competition was won by Greenock 
St. John's Burns Club, and the prize for the Highest-up Rink by 
Greenock Burns Club (The Mother Club). 

ROBERT MILLER, 
Hon. Secretary. 

476: BORDER CITIES BURNS CLUB, WINDSOR, CANADA 
Anniversary DiDller Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alexander Skelton from 
Detroit, U.S.A. 

Other events: Hogmanay Dinner and Dance. St. Andrew's 
Night. Golf Tournament and Children's Christmas Party. 

P.P. JOHN G. SAUNDERS, . 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

479: 'QUEEN OF SOUTH' LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Gair. 
Other events: Forty members were entertained by Annan 

Ladies' Burns Club on 12th March, 1970. 
Office-bearers and members were present at a Church Service 

in St. Michael's Church on 25th January, 1970, when President 
Mrs. Gair laid a wreath at the Mausoleum on behalf of the Club. 

BETIY L. PAISLEY, 
Secretary. 

492: HARROW AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rt. Hon. Dr. Horace M. 
King, Speaker of the House of Commons. 

Other events: Various other functions including monthly 
dances. 

£165 was donated to Scottish and local charities. 
R. M. GOWANS, 

Secretary. 

503: DUNBLANE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by the Rev. G. Stewart Sharp. 
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Other events: Australian and New Zealand visit of our Hon. 
President, D. J. Mclldowie, in his capacity as President of World 
Federation of Burns Oubs. J. C. STURROCK, 

Secretary. 

511: PERTH (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 19th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. C. Bloomer, President 
of the Scottish Union. The Guests of Honour were Mr. D. Mcll
dowie, President of the Burns Federation and Mrs. Mclldowie. 

Other events: Picnic at King's Park. Visit to 'Council House'. 
Visit to Scots Ladies' Club, Fremantle. 

Grand farewell at Perth Air Terminal to Mr. and Mrs. Mcll
dowie after a very happy five days spent with us. We were thrilled 
to see the lovely Chain of Office. (Mrs.) JANET RussELL, 

Secretary. 

516: THE AIRTS BURNS CLUB, PRESTONPANS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Bush, a past 
President of the Club. 

Other events: Monthly dances throughout the year. 
A Drive to Dumfries in August, 1970. 

WALTER M. MUIR, 
Secretary. 

530: SOUTHERN SCOTTISH COUNTIES BURNS ASSOCIATION 
The Commemoration Service was held in St. Michael's Church 

on Sunday, 25th January, 1970. The oration was given by the 
Rev. H. G. A. Simmons, M.A. Provost E. Robertson, J.P., and 
representatives from Burns Clubs were in attendance. Thereafter 
there was the ceremony of wreath-laying at the Mausoleum. 

Over 1, 100 pupils took part in the Scottish Literature Com
petition. The Committee appreciate the support and interest that 
the headmasters take in the competition and substantial prizes are 
awarded to the schools from the Association. 

A party of school children and officials of the Gorebridge 
Burns Oub visited Dumfries on a day's outing. They were met by 
Committee members of the Association who conducted the children 
to the places of interest in connection with Robert Burns. 

(Mrs.) M. CoULSON, 
Secretary. 
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534: BEDUNGTON AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Chief Superintendent W. 
Turnbull. 

Other events: A series of dances were run during the season, 
the proceeds of which were given to local charities. 

R. B. HAMILTON, 
Secretary. 

548: LEEDS CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. W. Sinclair Armstrong, 
M.A., B.D., from Kilmarnock. J. PARNHAM, 

Secretary. 

553: WOLVERHAMPTON AND DISTRICT CALEDONlAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor H. C. McLaren. 
Other events: A Barn Dance, Hallowe'en Party, St. Andrew's 

Dance, Hogmanay Dance and other functions. 
A. s. NEILSON, 

Secretary. 
555: HARROGATE ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. W. McL. Dewar, Headmaster of George Heriot's 
School, Edinburgh. 

£30 was collected for the Fraserburgh Lifeboat Disaster Fund. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Day Commemoration Service; St. 

Andrew's Day Dinner and Dance. 
Inter-Society Quiz finals on 6th March, 1970, won by Leeds 

Caledonian Society. JoHN C. MCFARLANE, 
Secretary. 

559: COVENTRY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Archibald Inglis, J.P., of 
Leamington and Warwick Caledonian Society. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 28th 
November, 1969, when £17 was collected for the Royal Caledonian 
Schools. 

The Dance Class, as usual, entertained many outside organisa-
tions during the year. J. R. McCREATH, 

Secretary. 



BURNS CLUB NOTES 175 

562: CASTLE DOUGLAS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. A. Cameron. 
Other events: Prizes awarded to winners of School Burns 

Competition. JoHN C. STODDART, 
Secretary. 

566: THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY AND BURNS CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Anniversary Dinner was an 

immense success in January this year-due, I think, to the presence 

of our Federation President, Mr. Dan Mclldowie, and Mrs. 

Mclldowie. 
The principal address on Robert Burns was given by our 

President, Mr. Charles Murray. 
Other events: The Annual Service to commemorate the birth 

of Robert Burns was held at the Burns Statue in Sydney Domain. 

This is always arranged by The Grand Council of Scottish Societies 

of N.S. W., and the Society was again fortunate in having Mr. and 

Mrs. Mclldowie in attendance. This Service is held always on the 

Sunday closest to 25th January each year. 
(Miss) GRACE C. CAMPBELL, 

Secretary. 

575: JEAN ARMOUR BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Owing to illness our Anniversary 

Dinner was cancelled. 
Other events: Along with various social evenings we had a 

very successful drawing on an oil painting donated by our President. 

Proceeds were used to support various charities and hospital funds. 
P.P. (Mrs.) BELLA TOUGH, 

Secretary. 

578: LANARKSIDRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 14th February, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Vice-President Mr. Joe 

Cowan. 
Other events: The Club suffered a great loss in the past year 

by the death of three members, Mrs. C. Mcintosh, Mr. J. Mathews 

and Mr. John McConnachie. All three were members of the 

Lanarkshire Executive. 
Mrs. C. Mcintosh was for a number of years Representative 
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for the Near and Far East. Mr. John McConnachie was Secretary 
of the Lanarkshire Association and had to resign owing to bad 
health two years ago. 

THOMAS M. PATERSON, 
Secretary. 

580: CUMBRAE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jas. Smith of Largs. 
The sum of £20 was collected-£15 for the Jean Armour Burns 

Houses, Mauchline, and £5 to the National Dictionary. 
Other events: Annual Ladies' and St. Andrew's Night Dance 

was held on 28th November, 1969. 
On 27th April, 1970, members and their wives visited the old 

ladies at the Jean Armour Burns Houses, Mauchline. 
Each lady received a small parcel of groceries from the Club. 

JAMES C. ALLAN, 
Secretary. 

593: BARMILL JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was presented by Mr. John Pollock, B.Sc., 
Rector of Mainholm Academy, Ayr 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Supper, the speaker being 
the Rev. J. Kerr of the High Church, Beith. 

B. c. BEARE, 
Secretary. 

612: TORRANCE MASONIC SOCIAL AND BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the guest 

speaker, Bro. Geo. Anderson, Past President of Glasgow Masonic 
Burns Club, proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. 

The appeal for the Jean Armour Houses Building Fund realised 
£17. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night function took place on 29th 
November, 1969. 

On lst May, 1970, the Club held a Presentation Dinner to cele
brate the Golden Wedding of Bro. Chas. 0. Y. Cooke, P.P., and 
his good lady, Nancy. A wallet of notes and a beautifully inscribed 
biscuit barrel were presented by President Wm. Young, and a 
bouquet of flowers by Mrs. Young, the President's wife. Bro. 
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Cooke is a founder member and has filled all offices several times 
during the past 42 years. 

Annual Bus Outing on 2nd Saturday in June, 1970, took place 
via Forth Road Bridge and Tay Ro.ad Bridge to Dundee and 

Arbroath, returning by the Sma' Glen, Dunkeld and Crieff. 
We have to record with deep regret the passing of two loyal 

members during the past session. Bro. John Semple, a founder 
member, and Alex. Bruce, who was treasurer a number of years 
ago. 

P.P. FRED. c. JORDAN, 

Hon. Secretary. 

614: CALEDONIAN BURNS CLUB, BELLSHILL 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 3lst January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Billy Hooper, Sen. 

Other events: A Bus Run to Dumfries. 
ARCHIE BAILLIE, 

Secretary. 

626: MOFFAT AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Wm. Moffat from 

Lockerbie. 
Other events: Usual monthly socials from October to April. 

CHARLES J. YOUNG, 

Secretary. 

627: KINROSS JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Guest of Honour was Mr. 
Alastair M. Dunnet who proposed the toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory'. 

Other events: Dr. W. S. Haldane, Headmaster, Kinross Second
ary School, accepted the trophy which was presented by the Club 

to be known as the Jolly Beggars Trophy for annual competition 
on general Burns knowledge. 

JOHN KIDD, 

Secretary. 

630; COALSNAUGHTON BURNS CLUB 

AMiversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Veitch, Hon 
Editor, Burns Chronicle. 
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Collection was uplifted on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses. 

Other events: Hallowe'en Party for members' wives and children, 
25th October, 1969. 

Visit to Dewar's Blending Premises, Perth, 6th October, 1969. 
Social functions and talks took place in the Club Rooms during 

the year. 
On 19th July, 1970, a party of members with wives attended the 

wreath-laying at Burns Statue, Ayr, and the Commemorative 
Service at Leglen Wood. 

Prizes awarded to winners of School Burns Competition, also 
20 books gifted to young children who took up school during the 
year. ALEX. C. CooK, 

Secretary. 

632: SYMINGTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. James Currie, B.D., 
of Pollok. 

A collection taken on behalf of the Burns Houses and Burns 
Memorial Homes at Mauchline amounted to £10. 

Other events: Outing to Brodick. 
St. Andrew's Night function when the- speaker was Mr. J. F. T. 

Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., Secretary and Treasurer of the Burns 
Federation. 

Represented at Burns Church Service in January, 1970, in 
Alloway Church, also at the Commemorative Service at Leglen 
Wood in July. 

Usual functions during the session. 
Prizes awarded to School Burns Competition winners who 

entertained the members at the February meeting. The Club 
presented a copy of the Declaration of Arbroath to the school. 

Usual donations made to charities. 
It is with regret we report the deaths of two of our members

Mrs. Menzies and Mr. R. Mair. Mr. Mair had been associated 
with the Club for many years and was a keen Committee member. 

(Mrs.) JEAN ANDERSON, 
Secretary. 

646: CLEAR WINDING DEVON ALVA BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 
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Memory' was given by Mr. N. Catto. 
Other events: Usual functions and social evenings during the 

session. 
(Mrs.) D. GILLIS, 

Secretary. 

659: DUNDEE BURNS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. M. Gowans, ex
President of Lochee Burns Club. 

The Burns Evening Service was held in St. Andrew's Parish 
Church by Rev. T. R. S. Campbell, B.D. 

Other events: The Annual Outing, held in May, took place to 
Lake of Menteith, Stirling, Glen Devon, Glen Farg, and Perth. 

(Mrs.) L. M. SMALL, 
Secretary. 

660: LANGHOLM LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1970, the Chief 

Guest was Mr. John Elliot, the well-known Border journalist and 
author. 

Other events: A Bring-and-Buy Sale-members only-to aug
ment the funds of the Club was held in February. 

Evening Outing to Glencaple on 2nd July, 1970. A visit was 
paid to the Bums House and the Brow Well en route. 

MARGARET A. BROWN, 
Secretary (pro tem). 

661 : LEAMINGTON AND WAR WICK CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Dr. Alec. Urie, Vice-President of 

the Society, submitted the 'Immortal Memory' 
(Miss) s. HENDERSON, 

Secretary. 

664: THE WEST KILBRIDE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. James Currie, B.D. 
Other events: Tattie and Herrin' Supper and School Com

petition. 
G. MEIKLE, 

Secretary. 
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691 : INVERNESS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the Guest 

Speaker was Mr. Arthur G. Boyne, himself an Invernessian, who 
is resident in Glasgow, where he is Features Editor of the Scottish 
Sunday Express. 

Other events: A Cheese and Wine Party was held on l 8th March, 
1970. 

The Club once again donated a sum of money to three secondary 
schools in the town, to provide prizes for singing, essay writing and 
poetry. 

D. L. MACDOUGALL, 
Secretary. 

695: KILMARONOCK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Edgar F. Young of 
Balmaha. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 28th 
November, 1969, and a Social Evening on 6th March, 1970. 

MAY CALDWELL, 
Secretary. 

696: WHITLEY BAY AND DISTRICT SOCIBTY OF ST. ANDREW 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Jameson Oark, Esq. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Ball, Hogmanay Dinner Dance and 

Annual Church Service. 
(Miss) J. H. CoLVILLE, 

Secretary. 

699: CHOPPINGTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Club Chairman, Mr. 
Jack Marshall. 

Other events: Hallowe'en Dinner Dance, 25th October, 1969. 
St. Andrew's Dinner Dance, 29th November, 1969. 
Special Ladies' Night Dinner Dance, 7th March, 1970. 
To celebrate 21 years' membership in the Burns Federation a 

Birthday Party was held on 2nd May, 1970. 
J. E. GODDEN, 

Secretary. 
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701 : THE DETROIT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory• was proposed by past President Tom Laird, 

substituting for Bro. Hugh McLaren who was taken ill. 
Other events: Since the last issue of the Chronicle, the following 

members have passed on to the 'Land O' the Leal': Bob Rankine, 

Ernie Somerville and the oldest member in years and service to the 

Detroit Club, Past President Dick MacRae. 
SAMUEL R. DICKEY, 

Secretary. 

706: NORTH LINDSEY SCOTS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Andrew Herron, 

B.D., LL.B., Oerk to the Presbytery of Glasgow. 

Other events: The President's Night; Hallowe'en, St. Andrew's 

Night and New Year function. 
Donations were made to Scottish and local charities. 

(Mrs.) E. L. DAVENPORT, 
Hon. Secretary. 

718: THE ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF YORK 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory• was proposed by Dr. Andrew Grierson, M.B., 

Ch.B.(Glas.). 
Other events: A Dinner Dance was held on 28th November, 

1969, to celebrate St. Andrew's Day, and a Hogmanay Supper 

Dance brought in 1970. 
During the year various events were held: film nights, outings 

and parties. 
The Ladies' Circle were active throughout the year on behalf of 

the Benevolent Fund and President's Fund. D.R. BowLBY, 
Hon. Secretary. 

720: RETFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. W. A. Allen of Rother

ham. 
Other events: Usual functions thoughout the year and a joint 

evening with the Welsh Society. (Mrs.) D. I. WALKER, 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 
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721 : PLYMOUTH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our President. 
Cheques were presented to the Lord Mayor for local charities. 
Other events: A special Mayflower Bums Dinner was held on 

the 8th July, 1970, during 'Scottish Week' of the Mayflower Cele
brations. 

Usual functions were held during the season. 
CHARLOTTE BAXTER, 

Secretary. 

723: STRATHPEFFER BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Ian MacNab, Esq., M.A., 
Depute Director of Education for Ross-shire. 

WM. S. FAIRHOLM, M.B.E., 
Secretary. 

725: BEN CLEUCH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. George McCutcheon, 
M.A., Clackmannan. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 29th November, 
1969. 

726: MELBOURNE BURNS CLUB 

J. H. REID, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: At the Annual Dinner the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jock Dyall. 

We had as our special guests the President of the Burns Federa
tion, Mr. Dan Mclldowie, and Mrs. Mclldowie. Mr. Mclldowie 
responded to the toast to the Federation. 

Other events: A picnic was held at Emerald Lake. 
The usual socials were well attended and new members have been 

enrolled. 
Social evenings were held to allow as many people as possible 

to meet Mr. and Mrs. Mclldowie during their visit to Melbourne. 
STELLA M. BROWN, 

Secretary. 
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727: ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF DENMARK 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1970, the Burns 

Supper was celebrated for the 21st time. The British Ambassador, 
H.B. C. M. MacLehose, C.M.G., M.B.E., proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory'. 

Other events: The country dance group had a very successful 
year with many new members. 

In October, 1969, we invited the famous Scottish singer, Bill 
McCue, to present a programme of Scottish songs at a public 
performance in Copenhagen. The performance was very well 
reviewed by the press. 

In November, Mr. Don Pottinger gave a speech on Scottish 
Heraldry and on 27th November we celebrated the 21st Night Ball. 

In May, 1970, there was an informal meeting for country 
dancing and Mr. Charles Nicolas of the Scottish Tourist Board 
lectured on 'The Edinburgh Festival'. 

Mini Highland Games with highland dancing, tossing the caber, 
pillow fight, tug o' war-and the lst Scandinavian Piping Contest 
amongst 2 Danish Pipe Bands and 1 Swedish Band plus 11 Solo 
Pipers. 

PER BERGENHOLZ, 
Secretary. 

730: WIGTOWN BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Lord Walker of Edinburgh. 
Other events: Jean Armour Night and St. Andrew's Dinner. 
Prizes were donated to the Wigtown Primary School. 
Other various donations were made. 

DAVIDS. GLADSTONE, 
Secretary. 

743: THE ROMFORD SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2lst January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by W. A. Miller, 
President of the Clacton Scottish Association. 

Other events: Other traditional functions were celebrated 
throughout the year including a Garden Party through the kind 
offices of Mr. and Mrs. J. Ward of Grays, Essex. 

ALEX. SEMPLE, 
Convener. 
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744: DURHAM AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

principal speaker was Mr. S. Stevenson from Paisley. 
Other events: Scottish Dancing Class each Wednesday. 
St. Andrew's Dinner Dance. 

J. A. McLElSH, 

Secretary. 

760: SOUTHLAND BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: We combined with St. Andrew's 

Scottish Society to hold our Annual Dinner on 24th January, 
1970. Our guest speaker was Mr. S. B. Kirkpatrick who proposed 
the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: In March, 1970, we took a concert party to 
Dunedin to join with Dunedin Burns Oub in holding a combined 
concert. 

We were pleased to welcome Mr. and Mrs. Mclldowie to our 
Club in February when a reception was held in Scottish Hall to 
honour them. 

Monthly concerts have been held throughout the year. 
J. L. BoNE, 

Secretary. 

763: WAKEFIELD CALEDONlAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal Mem

ory' was proposed by Mr. W. A. Allan, a past President of the 
North East Midlands Association of Scottish Societies. 

Other events: Hallowe'en Party for children and for adults; 
Cheese and Wine Dance on St. Andrew's Day; and Weekly 
Scottish Country Dance class. 

(Mrs.) E. YOUNG, 

Secretary. 

768: AUCHTERDERRAN JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Burke. 
Other events: 'Hallowe'en' Supper was held on lst November, 

1969. 
Donated book prizes towards the Auchterderran Secondary 

School Burns Competition. 
]AS. PENMAN, 

Secretary. 
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773: CUMNOCK CRONIES BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Robert L. McTurk. 
Other events: Annual Outing took place to Edinbuegh. 

STEWART GILMOUR, 
Secretary. 

796: GATESHEAD AND DISTRICT ST. ANDREW'S SOCIBTY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. J. Dalgleish. 
A token of respect was shown in the form of one minute's 

silence for the recent loss of Mr. J. Dawson, a past President and 
keen Society member for many years. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 29th November, 
1969. 

Evening Outing on 9th May, 1970, to the Roman Wall country. 
(Mrs.) R. L. MILLER, 

Secretary. 

803; BOWHILL PEOPLE'S BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: At the 30th Anniversary Dinner of 

the Club on 17th January, 1970, the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. Norman McCaig, the Scottish poet. 

Other events: The Club Party put on the whole show at the 
following Burns Suppers:-Chapel W.R.I., Kirkcaldy Travel Club, 
Victoria Bowling Club, Kirkcaldy. 

The Club Party also put on a concert at Oakfield Church, 
Kelty. 

The Club ran Burns Competitions at Cardenden Primary School, 
Denend Primary School and Auchterderran Primary School. 

Valuable Burns books and special presents were presented to 
prize-winners. There were over 60 competitors. 

JAMES EWAN, 
Secretary. 

809: ALLANTON JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the toast 

to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Preston, 
M.A., of Airdrie. 

Other events: On 18th March, 1970, our Club held a Schools' 
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Burns Competition for Singing and Elocution. Pupils from four 
local primary schools competed. 

(Mrs.) ELIZABETH TRAIN, 
Secretary. 

811 : LOGANGATE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. William 
Graham, M.A., Secretary of Ayr Burns Club. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner on 28th November, 1969. 
Meetings took place monthly during the period from September 

to April. 
The Annual Outing was held on 1 st Sunday of June, to part 

of the Scott Country, St. Mary's Loch and Moffat. 
WALTER HALL, Senior, 

Secretary. 

821: AYR MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bro. James Laidlaw of 
Lodge No. 230. 

Other events: A wreath was placed on the Statue on Saturday, 
24th January, 1970, by our President Crony J. Niven. We were 
also represented at the Statue on 19th, July, 1970, when wreaths 
were placed by a number of Clubs followed by the Annual Com
memorative Service at Leglen Wood. 

Ladies' Night, 23rd April, 1970. 
The Annual Outing on 7th June, 1970, was to Kirkcudbright. 
The Club suffered a great loss during the past year by the 

death of Past President Dan Hogg, who had been a prominent and 
hard working member for many years. 

CHAS. P. STROYAN, 
Secretary. 

822: MANSFIELD DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. Brewster, Sen., 
Past President, Mansfield Caledonian Society. 

St. Andrew's Night function and social evenings during the 
session. 

T. S. ROBERTSON, 
Secretary. 
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825: EDINBURGH 'CLARINDA' LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

Principal Speaker was Dr. Frank Stewart. 
Other events: Our meetings take place, appropriately, in the 

'Clarinda' Lounge, Sgian-Dhu Hotel, Edinburgh, on the first 
Wednesday of the month and any visitors to the Capital will be 
made welcome. 

We continue to have speakers of the highest calibre on a wide 
variety of subjects. 

(Mrs.) c. w. HENDERSON, 
Secretary. 

826: BURNS SOCIETY OF CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Anniversary Dinner Report: In January, 1969, the Principal 

Speaker was Dr. Ross from Clemson College, S.C. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner and other functions. 
Highland Games at Linville, N.C. Our Robert Burns Society 

gave two Memorial Trophies at the Games-one to a piper and 
one to a dancer. 

(Mrs.) JOHN SEATON, 
Secretary. 

839: COLDSTREAM BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Gray, Hon. Presi
dent of the Burns Federation and Curator of the 'Tam O' Shanter' 
Museum, Ayr. 

Other events: 'A Nicht wi' Burns an' the Women folk' was held 
on 13th February, 1970. 

Donation was sent for the Tom Dalgleish Testimonial Fund. 
WM. JACKSON, 

Secretary. 

842: YE BONNIE DOON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Robert Smith. 
Other events: On 18th July, 1970, members visited the home of 

our President, Wm. Lambie, for the afternoon. 
(Mrs.) J. CASSIDY, 

Secretary. 
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845: TAM o' SHANTER BURNS CLUB, COVENTRY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1970, the 
toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Alderman Tom 
Meffen. 

Other events: Various events have been held during the year. 
Having our own Club premises has given us great scope in organising 
functions. 

We have also been hosts to other Scottish Oubs in the Midlands. 
JAMES MCCAW, 

Secretary. 

852: FISHCROSS JOLLY BEGGARS 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Thomas Ballantyne from 
Forth, Lanarkshire. 

Collection was uplifted for the Jean Armour Bums Houses. 
Other events: Various functions during winter session. 

PHILLIP MULLEN, 

Secretary. 

862; MARKET RASEN AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. J. W. G. Masterton, 
M.A., Dumfriesshire. 

C. B. GRANT, 

Secretary. 

870; MASSACHUSETTS SCOTTISH BURNS ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 17th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Robert Burniston of Brook
line, Massachusetts. 

Other events: On 24th January, 1970, a wreath was placed on 
the Burns Statue in the 'Fenway,' Boston. 

ROBERT R. MATSON, 

Secretary. 

873: TAM o' SHANTER SOCIETY (COPPERBELT) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, members 
and guests enjoyed a very successful 'Burns Nicht'. 

DOUGLAS G. B. DALLING, 

For Secretary. 
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874: MELBOURNE MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal Mem

ory' was proposed by the Immediate Past President of the Masonic 
Club, Bro. Rupert Ward. 

The toast to the Burns Federation was proposed by Wor. Bro. 
Jack Mcintyre, President of the Masonic Club. The President of 
the Bums Federation, Mr. Dan Mclldowie, replied and gave an 
informative talk on what the Burns Federation is, and does, through-
out the world. GEORGE E. Dom, 

Secretary. 

878: WORKSOP BURNS AND CALEDONIAN CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 

proposed by Founder-President Mr. Pat McHale and past President 
for three years. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Day Dance; President's Reception 
and other functions. (Mrs.) K. F. ENGLISH, 

Secretary. 

881 : RUGELEY AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 

proposed by Mr. Andrew Mitchell, Retired Chief Superintendent 
of Staffordshire Constabulary. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance. 
A visit to Edinburgh Tattoo. D. LORIMER, 

Secretary. 

882: CANBERRA HIGHLAND SOCIETY AND BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Allan B. 
Roger. 

Other events: During the year, our Scottish Country Dancers 
have been most active. The Pipe Band played at several functions. 

In carpet bowling the Annual Club Championship was held at 
the beginning of the year. Ladies' Singles, J. Goodwin; Gents' 
Singles, A. Solomon; and Mixed Doubles, L. and J. Henderson. 

KERRY F. SMITH, 
Secretary. 

888: VANCOUVER BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 17th January, 1970, the Guest 

Speaker was Mr. Alex. Macdonald, Member of the Legislative 
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Assembly (M.P.). 
Other events: On 2lst January, 1970, the funeral of former 

President (1968) Robert (Bert) Lawrie took place. A native of 
Kilmarnock Mr. Lawrie emigrated to Canada in 1951 and was 
employed with the British Columbia Telephony Company. He 
was a Mason as well as a member of the Sons of Scotland. Mr. 
Lawrie was 48. 

A presentation of a suitable memento was made to much-loved 
Burnsian, Alex. Galt, upon his retirement as a baker. A native of 
Ayr, he has now taken up residence in Duncan, Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia. We all hope he will be visiting our Club from 
time to time. 

DORIS LAWRIE, 
Secretary. 

889: G.E.C./A.E.I. 'BONNIE JEAN' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 16th January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Club 
President, Mr. Wm. Lawson. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 29th 
November, 1970. 

The Club paid two visits during the season, one to Mauchline 
and the other to Dumfries. 

R. CLELAND, 
Secretary. 

890: THE WOLWNGONG BURNS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 

toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. L. 
Cumming of Canberra A.C.T. 

Our distinguished guests included our local Parliamentary 
Member, Mr. M. J. Hough, the Federation President, Mr. D. Mcll
dowie, and Mrs. Mclldowie, and executive members of the Sydney 
Burns Club, including our Australian descendent of the Burns 
family, Mr. J. Begg. 

THOMAS NEWALL, 
Secretary. 

893: NORTH BAY BURNS CLUB, ONTARIO 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Mr. Ian Cameron. a native of Cumnock 
and a resident of Mauchline. 
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Other events: St. Andrew's Night, a Hogmanay-New Year 
Dance and also St. Patrick's Day in deference to some of our Irish 
members. 

Every July we hold a children's trip to one of the beaches on 
Lake Nippissing. 

WILLIAM CARSON, 

Secretary. 

895: WESTER TON ARMS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Walter Kennedy, a new 
member. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night held on 29th November, 
1969. 

Annual Outing on 7th June, 1970, to Aberdeen. 
Social evenings throughout the year. 
The Club was represented at the Burns Bowling Association 

McLennan Cup Competition and also at the Area Bowling Com
petition. 

J. NEILL, 

Secretary. 

899: PORTSMOUTH AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by T. B. Robertson, B.Sc., from Watford. 

Other events: Annual Church Service. 
St. Andrew's Dinner. 
A day school in Scottish Country Dancing was held and a 

class in Highland Dancing was started. 
A. HUNTER, 

Secretary. 



\0 LIST OF THE 329 BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
N 

THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1970. 
(Corrected to 31st October, 1970) 

No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
0 Kilmarnock Bums Club - 1808 1885 92 Robert F. A. Reid Hamilton, 84 John Finnie Street, 

Cunningham Kilmarnock 
The Bums Club of London - 1868 1885 210 Peter Crammond Alex. A. Pow, 12 Grove Park, Kingsbury, 

London, N.W.9 
2 Alexandria Bums Club - - 1884 1885 100 Robert Armstrong John Barton, Cedar Cottage, 126 Middleton 

Street, Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 
4 Callander Bums Club - - 1877 1885 43 A. R. Thompson Archd. Whitehead, Woodvale, Lanrannoch, 

Callander 
5 Ercildoune Bums Club - - 1885 1963 70 John Stafford Alex. V. Smail, 11 Murrayfield, Gordon 

7 Thistle Burns Club - - 1882 1885 50 James Mearchant William Jamieson, 278 Stonelaw Road, 
Rutherglen 

9 Royalty Bums Club - - 1882 1886 215 Robert Meiklam Hugh McCrostie, 1 Henderland Road, 
Bearsden, by Glasgow 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club - 1859 1886 120 J. L. Hempstead Thomas Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, 
Dumbarton 

11 Chesterfield and District Cale-
donian Association - - 1886 1886 159 Dr. A. Harrow Mrs. C. Yeomens, 'The Shieling,' Swathick 

Lane, Wingerworth, Chesterfield 
14 Dundee Bums Club - - 1860 1886 60 Edward A. Durward F. Curran, c/o Dundee Bums Club, 37 

Union Street, Dundee 
15 Belfast Bums Association - 1886 1886 124 Miss M. White, 'Rathcoole,' Lis bane, 

Comber, Co. Down 



0 
No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 

17 Nottingham Scottish Assoc. - 1871 1886 420 

20 Airdrie Bums Club - 1885 1886 150 

21 Greenock Bums Club - - 1801 1886 134 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club - - 1848 1886 39 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club - - 1872 1886 100 

35 Dalry (Ayrshire) Burns Club- 1825 1887 90 

100 36 Rosebery Bums Club -

37 Dollar Burns Club 

40 Aberdeen Bums Club -

42 Strathearn Burns Club -

45 Cumnock Bums Club -

48 Paisley Bums Club 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club -

- 1885 1887 

- 1887 1887 

- 1872 1889 

- 1889 1890 

- 1887 1891 

80 

63 

16 

104 

- 1805 1891 33 

- 1870 1891 1374 

::0 50 Stirling Burns Club - 1886 1892 120 
~ 

President 
Mrs. R. L. Logan 

Matthew P. Kidd 

David A. Peacock 

H.J. Hayhoe 

George A. Mac
Donald 

Robert Burns 

Robert Lindsay 

Chartres Baillie 

Andrew Noble 

Donald Blyth 

Robert Shankland 

S. S. Stevenson 

James Struthers 

David Malcolm 

Secretary 
R. W. Williamson, "Whitecroft", Main 

Street, Gunthorpe, Notts. 
Thomas J. Dunlop, 22 Manor Drive, Airdrie 

R. Smith McFarlan, "Rostheme," Loch
winnoch Road, Kilmacolm 

Mrs. A. St.C. Muir, 11 Royston Terrace, 
Goldenacre, Edinburgh, EH3 5QU 

David Watson, C.A., 147 Bath Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

James G. Rennie, 11 Lynn Avenue, Dairy 

John Melville, 24 Woodlands Road, Glas
gow, C.3 

Alex. B. Mciver, Gowanlea, 30 Dewar 
Street, Dollar, Clackma.nnanshire 

Miss Margaret A. Haughs, 37 Kirk Cres. 
North, Cults, Aberdeen 

Mrs. P. M. Lowe, 10 Millar Street, Crieff, 
Perthshire 

K. H. McCall, 51 Richmond Terrace, 
Cumnock 

Archd. Sinclair, "Clairdhu," Kilgraston 
Road, Bridge of Weir, Renfrewshire 

Robert Donaldson, 42 Bothwell Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

Henry Robb, Esq., LL.B., 3 Pitt Terrace, 
Stirling 
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~ 55 Derby Scottish Association 

and Burns Club - - 1890 1893 588 George W. Sturgess D. McLeod, 7 Balmoral Close, Littleover, 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars Burns 
Club - - - - 1893 1893 

62 Cupar Burns Club - - 1884 1893 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) Burns 
Club - - - - 1893 1894 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, inc. - 1861 1894 

71 Carlisle Burns Club - - 1889 1895 
72 Partick Burns Club - - 1885 1895 

74 National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes, Mauchline 1888 1895 

76 Brechin Burns Club - 1894 1896 

82 Arbroath Bums Club - - 1888 1896 

85 Dunfermline United Burns 
Club - - - - 1812 1896 

89 Sunderland Burns Club - 1897 1897 

90 
100 

600 

403 

30 
90 

60 

87 

125 

88 

John B. Henderson 
Provost Andrew M. 

Scott 

David Selbie 

Stan Forbes 

Mrs. L. Sinclair 
T. Murray Niven, 

T.D., D.L. 

Sir Claud Hagart 
Alexander of 
Ballochmyle, Bart. 

Alex. L Eggo 

Derby, DE3 6DY 

Robert Smith, 105 Kim Drive, Gourock 
F. Small, 4 Hill Street, Cupar, Fife 

W. J. W. Graham, Provincial Building 
Society, 42 Renfield Street, Glasgow, 
C.2 

J. D. McDonald, 8 McGeorge Avenue, 
Dunedin, New Zealand 

S. Sinclair, 3 Holme Close, Scotby, Carlisle 
Russell A. Sharp, 270 Dumbarton Road, 

Partick, Glasgow, W.l 

John Findlay, 299 West George Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 

David Young, "Glenavon," 19 Eastbank, 
Brechin 

David Chapel, M.B.E. R. Robertson, 10 Gallowden Rd., Arbroath, 
Angus 

The Rt. Hon. the T. Spowart, M.A., 116 Dewar Street, 
Earl of Elgin and Dunfermline 
Kincardine, D.L., 
J.P.,M.A. 

W. Tait W. K. Donnan, 5 Buxton Gardens, Sunder-
land, SR3 lLZ 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
95 Bolton Burns Club - - 1881 1897 200 Mrs. W. G. Diggle John Irving, 18 Norman dale Avenue, 

Heaton, Bolton, BLl 6BQ, Lanes. 
96 Jed burgh - - - - 1897 1897 62 Ex-Provost Charles J. R. B. Hwne, Maitland House, 20 Queen 

Campbell Street, Jedburgh 
112 Dumfries Burns Howff Club - 1889 1899 56 W. S. Tweedie David Miller, 64 Rosefield Road, Dumfries 

116 Greenloaning Burns Club - 1889 1900 40 Daniel J. Mclldowie J. W. Allardyce, Loanfoot, Auchterarder, 
Perthshire 

120 Bristol Caledonian Society - 1820 1900 330 Dr. A. S. Anderson Lieut. Comdr. D. w. Wooler, R.N., 
"Parkwood," Hazelwood Road, Bristol, 
BS91PX 

121 Hamilton Junior Burns Club- 1901 1965 40 Sam Pollock D. McCulloch, 22 Neisland Road, Hamil-
ton 

124 The Ninety Burns Qub- - 1890 1902 52 Peter Whitelaw J.C. McVittie, W.S., 4 North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh, EH2 4HT 

126 Falkirk Burns Club - - 1866 1902 200 Campbell McAulay, Alex. Bennie, c/o Festus Moffat & Co., 
J.P. 138 High Street, Falkirk 

133 Newarthill Burns Club - - 1903 1904 30 Alexander Maxwell Thomas Boslem, 82 Mosshall Street, 
Newarthill, Motherwell 

149 Elgin Burns Club - - - 1901 1905 150 William Wittet, William D. G. Chalmers, Royal Bank 
C.B.E., J.P. Buildings, Elgin, Moray 

152 The Hamilton Burns Club - 1877 1906 204 R. C. P. Cumming, Lisle Pattison, T.D., F.C.l.S., Lisdor, 
M.B., Ch.B., Glasford Road, Strathaven, Lanarkshire 
M.R.C.P.(E.) 

153 Scottish Burns Club - - 1904 1906 250 John C. McNicol K. E. Fisher, 160 Hope St., Glasgow, C.2 

'° 158 Darlington Burns Association 1906 1906 76 Dr. W. A. Hogg T. W. Chater, 26 Langdale Road, Darling-
VI ton, Co. Durham 



- No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 167 Birmingham and Midland 

Scottish Society - 1888 1924 306 Mrs. Anna H. T. W. F. Pringle, 48 Chesterwood Road, 
Holden Birmingham, BI3 OQF 

169 Glasgow and District Bums 
Association - - - 1907 1908 15 Oubs James M. Deas 

173 Irvine Bums Club 
176 Renfrew Bums Club 

- 1826 1908 
- 1964 1967 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars Oub - 1909 1909 
183 Londonderry Burns Club and 

Caledonian Society - 1907 1909 

187 Galashiels Bums Oub - - 1908 1909 

190 Port Glasgow Bums Oub - 1910 1910 

192 Ayrshire Association of Burns 

580 
30 

9 

100 

100 

12 

Thomas Caldwell 
Archibald McKinstry 

Dr. R. Mcinroy 

Rev. N. F. Orr, 
B.A., B.D. 

Dean of Guild 
J. J. Geddes 

Edward Stewart 

Qubs - - - - 1908 1910 33 Clubs James Glass 

197 Winnipeg Burns Club -

198 Gorebridge Burns Oub 

- 1907 1911 

- 1906 1911 

199 Newbattle and District Burns 
Qub - - - - 1910 1911 

209 Greenock St. John's Burns 
Club - - - - 1909 1909 

40 

250 

Mrs. Hilton 
Estabrook 

Archibald Lochrie 

60 J. Telford 

50 John Smillie 

Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., 82 West 
Nile Street, Glasgow, C.l 

Andrew Hood, 31 Bank Street, Irvine 
William Alexander, 36 Oxford Road, 

Renfrew 
John Dorward, 17 Linfem Road, Dailly 

John Butler, 10 Balmoral Avenue, London
derry, N.l 

William E. McCrindle, 137 Wood Street, 
Galashiels 

Colin McKenzie, 4 Wilson Street, Port 
Glasgow, Renfrewshire 

George Vallance, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, 
Cumnock 

W. A. Olson, 461 Home Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada 

William Wardrop, Clapperton Villa, Bonny
bank Road, Gorebridge, Midlothian 

A. Wilson, 103 Sixth Street, Newtongrange 

Jas. Ferguson, 18 Wellington St., Greenock 
Renfrewshire 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President 
Hugh C. Brown 

Secretary 
212 Portobello Burrui Club - - 1892 1913 60 J. Stanley Cavaye, 40 Durham Terrace, 

Portobello, Edinburgh, 15 
217 Eskdale Burns Club 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis 

226 Dumfries Burns Club -

236 Whitehaven Bums Club 

- 1886 1913 

- 1904 1913 

• 1820 1913 

• 1914 1914 

237 Uddingston Masonic Bums 
Club - • - • 1914 1914 

238 Burns Club of Atlanta • - 1896 1914 

239 Hawick Burns Club • 1878 1914 

242 Montrose Bums Club • • 1908 1915 

252 Alloway Bums Club • 1908 1918 

263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club 1919 1919 

274 Troon Burns Club 

:0 275 Ayr Burns Club -
-...! 

• 1920 1920 

- 1886 1920 

150 

30 

98 

60 

Mrs. Jean Dickson Mrs. Jean Mackie, 3 Holmwood Crescent, 
Langholm, Dumfriesshire 

Lamar W. McLeod John H. Culling, Carondelet Foundry 
Company, 2101 So. K.ingshighway, St. 
Louis, Missouri 63110, U.S.A. 

D. S. Brookbank E.W. Bannerman, 107 Irish Street, Dumfries 

Dr. A. S. Smith G. Young, 9 Whalley Drive, Miagey, 
Whitehaven 

30 Joseph Polson Robert Paton, 91 Viewfield Road, Bellshill, 
Lanarkshire 

81 Louis N. Betts W. Richard Metcalfe, 112 Church Street, 
Decatur, Georgia, 30030, U.S.A. 

914 Edward Berridge Thomas Hunter, Albert Bridge, Hawick 

108 

155 

189 

140 

185 

Dr. W. G. Carson 

James Wilson 

James F. Smeaton, 5 Whinfield Way, Mon
trose, Angus 

George A. Bryan, 20 Hawkhill Avenue, Ayr 

Andrew T. Gordon Leslie S. McGregor, 120 Moss Heights 
Avenue, Glasgow, S.W.2 

John Hay, M.A., B.A. T. Montgomery Brown, 36 West Portland 
Street, Troon 

Chief-Supt. Andrew William Graham, M.A., 7 Fir Bank, 
Charters Castlehill Estate, Ayr 



- No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 282 The Burns Bowling Assoc. - 1898 1920 17 Oubs John C. McNicol John Melville, 24 Woodlands Road, Glas-

gow, C.3 
283 Sinclairtown Burns aub - 1920 1920 24 J. D. Dease James Craib, 126 Valley Gardens, Kirk-

caldy, Fife 
284 Philadelphia North-eastern 

Burns Oub - - - 1896 1921 32 John McGlinchey Alex. Macdonald, 4203 E. Barnett Street, 
Philadelphia, P.A., 19135, U.S.A. 

288 Beith Caledonia Burns Club - 1911 1921 40 George Wilson Robert Dale, S Myrtle Bank, Beith 

293 Newcraighall District Poosie 
Nansie Bums Oub- - 1921 1921 33 John Mathieson William Duncan, 13 Williamfield Square, 

Edinburgh, EIS lAS 
296 Walsall Burns Club - - 1900 1922 150 G. H. Henderson W. F. McKie, 254 Sutton Road, Walsall, 

Staffs. 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's and 

Caledonian Society - 1872 1922 344 W. James Kirk Mrs. J. C. Sutherland, 2315 Blanchard St., 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Associ-
ation - - - - 1914 1922 190 T. D. Mcilwraith G. Henderson Laing, SO Marrionville Dr., 

Edinburgh, EH7 6BW 

310 Mauchline Burns Club - - 1923 1923 106 Dr. A. K. Martin D. I. Lyell, M.A., 5 Jean Armour Drive, 
Mauchline 

314 Scottish Bums Club, 
Edinburgh - - - 1920 1923 80 Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, Mrs. A. Bruce, 9 Victor Park Terr., Corstor-

M.A. phine, Edinburgh, EH12 SBA 

320 Troy Burns Club - - - 1903 1924 30 Neil Laird James A. MacAdam, 31 Cardinal Avenue, 
Albany, N.Y., 12208, U.S.A. 

323 Kirkcudbright Burns Oub - 1918 1924 95 James Anderson Adam Gray, Jnr., Ingleston, Borgue, Kirk-
cudbrightshire 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
326 Bingry Jolly Beggars Ladies' 

Burns Qub - - - 1924 1924 42 Mrs. W. Letham 

329 Newark and District Cal. Soc. 1923 1924 

336 Peterhead Burns Club - - 1826 1925 

340 Balerno Burns Club - 1881 1965 

341 Leith Burns Club - - 1826 1925 

344 Ladysmith (B.C.) Burns Qub 1905 1925 

346 OakbankMossgielBurnsOub 1923 1925 

348 Newton Jean Armour Burns 
aub - - - - 1924 1925 

349 The Howff Burns Club - - 1925 1925 

93 

260 

34 

65 

18 

15 

35 

38 

350 Markinch Burns Club - - 1899 1925 100 

354 Royal Clan, Order of Scottish 
Clans - - - - 1878 1926 15,767 

t;0 355 Calcutta Burns Qub 

"° 
- 1926 1926 88 

George S. Mcintyre Catherine Kennedy, "Kendale," Shelley 
Close, Balderton, Newark, Notts. 

AleAander J. Clark J. M. M. Smith, 28 Blackhouse Terrace, 
Peterhead 

J. Taylor George Orr, 10 Deanpark Grove, Balerno, 
Midlothian 

William Brunton H. Robb, 6 Casselbank Street, Leith, 
Edinburgh,6 

Thos. B. Davidson Stuart R. Irvine, Box 327, Chemainus, B.C., 
Canada 

Mrs. Agnes Middle- Mrs. E. Walker, 33 Calderhall Avenue, East 
ton Calder, Midlothian 

Mrs. Mary Inglis Mrs. A. Munro, 60 Craigallan Avenue, 
Halfway, Cambuslang 

Allan Bruce Robert Logan, 184 Shortlees Crescent, 
Kilmarnock 

Archibald Mitchell John Reid, 16 Selkirk Street, Markinch, Fife 

Robert Lochhead William Slater, 38 Chauncy Street, Boston, 

W. Burt 

11, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 

W. G. Mcintosh, Royal Exchange, 6 Netaji 
Subhas Road, Calcutta, 1, India 



~No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
356 Burnbank and Dist. Masonic 

Burns Club - - - 1826 1926 48 Adam Russell Robert Johnston, 3 Backmuir Crescent, 
Hamilton 

360 Lochee Burns Club - - 1926 1926 73 Frank Hunt J. G. Watt, 300 Clepington Road, Dundee 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 1878 1926 160 Dr. W. J. Liddle, W. Eccles, "Greystead", 30 Dane Avenue, 

M.B., F.R.C.S.(Ed.) Barrow-in-Furness 
365 Catrine Burns Club - - 1925 1926 40 Allan Stoddart James Y. Roxburgh, 28 John St., Catrine, 

Mauchline, Ayrshire 
366 Liverpool Burns Club - - 1924 1926 90 Mrs. R. R. Hughes Miss Margaret J. Brownlie, 452 Queen's 

Drive, Liverpool, L4 8UA 
370 Dundonald Bums Club - 1963 1964 100 Arthur M. Edgar George Dawes, "Glebelands", Main Street, 

Dundonald, Ayrshire 
377 Kilbimie Rosebery Burns Club 1906 1927 80 Robert A. Robertson George Dickie, 9 Borestone Ave., Kilbirnie 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns Clubs 
Association - - - 1925 1927 10 Clubs J. Stanley Cavaye Thomas D. Mcilwraith, Rainock, 8 Silver-

knowes Bank, Davidson's Mains, Edin-
burgh, EH4 5PD 

379 The Hartlepools Burns Club - 1926 1927 88 R. Fletcher Wm. S. Allen, 34 Trentbrooke Ave., West 
Hartlepool 

387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
Burns Club - - - 1965 9 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 Trossachs Road, 

Cathkin, Rutherglen 
388 Kyle Ladies' Burns Club - 1925 1927 32 Mrs. M. McPhail Mrs. H. Shaw, 4 Hunter Street, Dykehead, 

Shotts, Lanarkshire 
392 Whiffiet Burns Oub - - 1920 1928 40 David Kirk J. M. Carnwath, "Beechwood", Park Street, 

Coatbridge, Lanarkshire 
393 Annan Ladies' Burns Oub - 1928 1928 120 Mrs. Smith Mrs. Black, 18 Newington Avenue, Annan, 

Dumfriesshire 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
398 Colinton Burns Club - - 1907 1928 53 Mrs. K. Y. A. Bone, George G. Shedden, 21 Redford Terrace, 

M.A. Colinton, Edinburgh, 13 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) Burns 

Oub, Dumfries - - 1876 1928 30 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, S Greystone Ave., Dumfries 

403 Fraserburgh Bums Oub - 1928 1928 180 Joseph Cormack, James B. Kay, J.P., A.C.I.S., F.I.B.(Scot.), 
M.I.B.F. Royal Bank of Scotland Ltd., 62 Broad 

Street, Fraserburgh, AB4 SAS 
405 Caledonian Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 450 P. D. Livingstone R. Fyfe, F.R.C.S., 32 Main Road, Wham-

cliffe Side, Sheffield, S30 3DN 
413 St. Andrew Society of San 

Fransisco - - - 1863 1929 100 Donald J. H. Sinclair Amos W. Wright, Galen Building, 391 
Sutter Street, San Fransisco, California, 
94108, U.S.A. 

417 Burnley and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1924 1929 111 Alex Forbes Mrs. I. A. Fyfe, Melrose, Rudley Drive, 

Burnley, Lanes. 
426 Sauchie Burns Club - - 1929 1929 100 David Gow, J.P. David S. Robertson, 31 Craigbank, Sauchie, 

By Alloa, Oackmannanshire 
430 Gourock Bums Club - - 1887 1929 110 Douglas MacNiven D. Ferguson, M.A., "Rockside", 9 Albert 

Road, Gourock 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies' 

Club - - - - 1929 1930 150 Mrs. L. Nicholson Mrs. R. Stutchbury, 1 Himalaya Avenue, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Lanes. 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Bums Club 1930 1930 95 Mrs. McGowan Mrs. Mary B. Schlag, 10 Osborne Crescent, 
Lochside, Dumfries 

439 Barnsley and District Scottish 
~ Society - - - - 1930 1930 64 T. Jeffrey C. L. Sutherland, "Woodleigh'', Alver-- thorpe, Walcefield 



N No. NOIM Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

S 443 Victoria (B.C.) Burns Club - 1922 1931 66 John MacAllister Mrs. M. Ryles, 2393 Eastdowne Road, 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 

444 Swansea and West Wales Cale-
donian Society - - 1921 1931 312 A. K. Miller J. Lightbody, 42 Fairy Grove, Killan, 

Swansea 

446 Herefordshire Burns Club - 1910 1931 53 Very Rev. W. P. W. A. Muir, 3 Orchard Close, Holmer, 
Shannon Hereford 

452 Auchterderran Bonnie Jean 
BurnsOub - - - 1929 1931 20 Mrs. James Herd Mrs. H. Cook, 25 Balgreggie Road, 

Cardenden, Fife 

453 North-Eastern Burns Oub of 
Philadelphia Ladies' Awe. 1927 1931 60 Mrs. Gertrude Mary C. Christie, 4254 Ormond Street, 

McGuire Philadelphia, Pa., 19124, U.S.A. 

454 Rotherham and Dist. Scottish 
Association - - - 1924 1931 104 Mrs. L. Jeavons W. Ingram, 10 Mortain Road, Moorgate, 

Rotherham 
458 Stonehaven (Fatherland) 

Burns Club - - - 1926 1932 112 W.R. Murray Mrs. Marjory Leiper, 5 John Street, Stone-
haven, Kincardineshire 

461 Leicester Caledonian Society 1877 1932 324 Mrs. Janet Cutting G. P. Robertson, 47 Brixham Drive, 
Wigston Fields, Leceister 

462 Cheltenham Scottish Society - 1930 1932 191 Alistair H. G. Major E. C. Fisher, Hamilton House, The 
McKelvie Park, Cheltenham, Glos., GL50 2RW 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club - 1932 1932 30 Thomas Fergus Thomas Stocks, 64 Beech Crescent, Duni-
pace, Stirlingshire 

470 St. Giles' Burns Oub - - 1923 1932 46 Robert Tullo L. G. Gowans, 28 King Street, New Elgin, 
Moray 



~ 

No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
472 Renfrewshire Association of 

BumsOubs - - - 1929 1932 11 Oubs Matthew Foulds Robert Miller, F.S.A.(Scot.), 11 Murdieston 
Street, Greenock, Renfrewshire 

476 Border Cities Bums Oub - 1932 1933 

479 Queen of the South Ladiea' 
Burns Club - - - 1932 1933 

492 Harrow and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1928 1934 

494 Motherwell United Services 
Bums Club - - - 1934 1934 

497 St. Andrew Bums Club (Well-
ington, N.Z.)- - - 1934 1934 

SOO New Cumnock Burns Oub - 1923 1934 

501 Galt Bums Oub - - 1907 1935 

503 Dunblane Bums Oub - - 1923 1935 

510 I.C.I. Grangemouth Bums 
Club - - - - 1935 1935 

511 Perth (West Australia) Burns 
aub - - - - 1935 1935 

150 Jack Skelton John G. Saunders, Past President, 796 
Monmouth Road, Windsor, 15, Ontario, 
Canada 

60 

486 

85 

130 

200 

74 

51 

150 

60 

Mrs. Sheena Gair Mrs. Betty L. Paisley, "The Haven", 
Brownrigg Loaning, Dumfries 

R. Dalgleish R. M. Gowans, 40 St. Michael's Crescent, 
Pinner, Middlesex 

F. Paterson Angus Cameron Allan, 322 Watson Street, 
Motherwell 

A. E. Milne Miss B. Clark, P.O. Box 1049, Wellington, 
New Zealand 

Angus Armstrong W. C. G. Pearson, M.A., Schoolhouse, 33 
Lanehead Terrace, New Cumnock 

Thos. Milne William Pettigrew, 34 Haddington, Galt, 
Ontario, Canada 

D. A. McNeill, T.D., J. C. Sturrock, The Royal Bank of Scotland 
B.L. Ltd., 53a High Street, Dunblane 

G. J. Richards I. M. Halkett, c/o I.C.I. Grangemouth 
Recreation Club, Earl's Road, Grange
mouth, Stirlingshire 

Mrs. Margaret Nash Mrs. J. Russell, 56 Carcoola Street, Nolla
mara, Perth 6061, West Australia 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
R s16 Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans 1936 1959 so William Currie Walter M. Muir, 89 Gardiner Road, 

Prestonpans, East Lothian 
518 Ye Auld Cronies Masonic 

Bums Club (Oeveland, 
Ohio) - - - - 1935 1936 8 A. Whitelock W. G. McColl, 3800 Woodridge Road, 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 44121, U.S.A. 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies' 

Bumsaub - - - 1935 1936 25 Mrs. C. D. Mrs. Olive Napier, 47 Douglas St., View-
Mcintosh park, Uddingston 

523 Highland Society of New 
South Wales - - - 1877 1936 143 J. Millar A. R. McKenzie, Post Office Box C 172, 

Clarence Street Post Office, Sydney, 
N.S.W., Australia 

530 Southern Scottish Counties 
Burns Association - - 1937 1937 18 Clubs Hugh Cunningham Mrs. M. Coulson, 10 Queensberry Court, 

Dumfries 
534 Bedlington and District Burns 

aub - - - - 1934 1937 145 Dr. John Brown R. B. Hamilton, 1 Acom Avenue, Bedling-
ton, Northumberland 

535 Plymouth and District Cale-
donian Society - - 1927 1937 130 J. McAlpine R. Stanley Scott, 45 Reddington Road, 

Higher Compton, Plymouth 
536 Whithom and District Burns 

aub - - - - 1937 1937 68 Rev. Angus W. William Rae, B.L., 58 George Street, 
Morrison, B.D. Whithom, Newton Stewart 

543 Abbey Craig Burns Club - 1935 1938 95 A. J. Gourlay A. J. Gourlay, "Fedra'', Kier St., Bridge of 
Allan 

547 Coal burn Miners Welfare 
Jolly Beggars - - - 1966 1966 60 John Ross Alexander Logan, 17 Manse View, Coal-

bum, Lanark 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
548 Leeds Caledonian Society - 1894 1938 300 Duncan C. Snowden J. Brian Turnbull, 23 Hollin Hill Drive, 

Leeds, LS8 2PN 

549 Bothwell Bonnie Lesley 
Ladies' Burns Club - 1938 1938 20 Mrs. Mary Cain Mrs. Frew, The Cottage, Bothwellhaugh, 

Bothwell, Lanarkshire 

551 Scarborough Caledonian Soc. 1934 1938 125 Thomas Ferguson W. 0. Bishop, 106 Scrawlby Road, Scar-
M.R.C.V.S. borough 

553 Wolverhampton and District 
Caledonian Society - 1937 1937 114 E. M. Selkirk Dr. A. S. Neilson, "Dunelm", Oak Drive, 

off Ebstree Road, Seisdon, Staffs. 

555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 1921 1938 211 William Steel John C. McFarlane, 214 Woodfield Road, 
Harrogate 

556 Caledonian Soc. of Doncaster 1883 1938 150 G. D. Pratt G. N. Thomas, 135 Zetland Rd., Doncaster 
Yorks. 

551 Ladies' Burns Club of Atlanta, 
Georgia - - - 1937 1938 17 Miss Anna Kothe Mrs. W. A. Bums, 161 Bolling Rd., N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia, 30305, U.S.A. 

559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. Soc.- 1911 1938 360 P.H. Tierney John R. McCreath, 51 Baginton Rd., Styve-
chale, Coventry, CV3 6JX, Warwickshire 

561 London (Ontario) Burns Club 1938 1939 60 James M. McArthur Eldon W. Mitchell, 171 Dundas Street, 
London, Ontario, Canada 

562 Castle Douglas Burns Club - 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 Ernespie Road, Castle 
Douglas 

~ 563 Norfolk Caledonian Society - 1934 1939 365 J. Henderson R. J. Forbes, 9 Broadhurst Road, Norwich, 
Vl Norfolk, Nor 75 D 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 566 Scottish Society and Burns 

Qub of Australia - - 1939 1939 230 Charles Murray Miss Grace C. Campbell, "Colingra'', 238 
King Street, Mascot, 2020, N.S.W., 
Australia 

568 Darvel Burns Club - - 1938 1939 80 J. Gilliland James Hamilton, 18 Paterson Terrace, 

570 The Scottish Clans Associ-
Darvel, Ayrshire 

ation of London, Ltd. - 1898 1939 400 W. P. Raffan W. P. Raffan, M.Sc., F. Inst.P., 2 Erridge 

572 Chester Caledonian Assoc. - 1884 1939 
Road, Merton Park, London, S.W. 19 

90 D. H. Bums T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, Hunter St., 
Chester 

575 Windsor (Ont.} Jean Armour 
Burns Club - - - 1937 1939 22 Mrs. Marie Auld Mrs. Bella Tough, 2437 Arthur Road, Sand, 

Windsor, 19, Ontario, Canada 
576 Fort Matilda Bums Club - 1934 1940 100 Leslie Bacon A. B. Hawkins, 9 Denholm Street, Greenock 

577 Dalserf and Qydesdale Bums 
Club - - - - 1939 1940 30 William Tannahill William Crawford, 69 Tinto Crescent, 

Wishaw 
578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of Burns 

aubs - - - - 1924 1942 23 Qubs J. Cowan Thos. N. Paterson, 32 Etive Street, Pather 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club - - 1896 1942 120 Ion McBay Jas. C. Allan, Craigengour, Millport, Isle of 
Cumbrae 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. Burns 
aub - - - - 1943 1943 40 John Boyle Thos. Stewart, 1 Carrick Road, Cumber-

nauld 
582 Higginsneuk Bums Qub - 1942 1943 30 H. Laing R. Reid, 14 Bellsdyke Road, Larbert, 

Stirlingshire 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

585 Queen's Park Bowling Club 
Clarinda Bums Circle - 1930 1943 180 Walter Scott G. 0. Martin, 175/15 Cathkin-vlew Place, 

Glasgow, S.2 
- 592 Benwhat Burns Club - - 1941 1944 80 James Hill Mr. Hodgson, 11 Dalton Avenue, Dal-

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns 
mellington, Ayr 

Club - - - - 1944 1967 46 J. S. McCowan B. C. Beare, 31 Crununock Street, Beith, 
Ayrshire 

594 Cuyahoga Burns Club - - 1934 1944 32 Robert F. Campbell Mrs. R. F. Campbell, 3797 Parkdale Road, 
aeveland Heights, Ohio, 44121, U.S.A. 

597 The Burns Society of the City 
of New York- - - 1871 1944 186 Dr. Robert 0. Renie Robert W. Morrison, 1869 Cider Mill Road, 

Union, N.J. 07083, U.S.A. 
606 Corby Stewarts & Lloyds' 

Bumsaub - - - 1944 1945 32 W.Montgomery,J.P. R.G.Ba1dwin,56ARibblesdaleAve.,Corby, 
Northamptonshire 

612 Torrance Masonic Social and 
Burns Club - - - 1928 1945 60 William Young Fred C. Jordan, Past President, Loch-

fauld Farm, Lambhill, Glasgow, N.W. 
614 Bellshill Caledonian Bums 

Club - - - - 1969 1969 45 William Mitchell A. Baillie, 47 Viewfield Road, Orbiston, 
Bellshill, Lanarkshire 

617 Reading and Dist. Caledonian 
Association - - - 1906 1946 200 R. C. Stuart Sturrock Wing Commander I. G. Best, R.A.F., 1031 

Oxford Road, Reading, RG3 6TL 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cale-

donian Society - - 1945 1945 200 D. H. Watson J. G. B. Macgregor, 5 Fulford Road, Sale, 
Cheshire 

620 The Muirhead Bums Club - 1942 1945 120 J. N. Lawson A. R. Crawford, "Greenan'', High Station, 

~ Falkirk 
-...) 626 Moffat and District Bums Club 1946 1946 74 G. W. Walker Charles J. Young, 4 Eastgate, Moffat 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars Bums 

Club - - - - 1889 1946 100 James D. Milloy John Kidd, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross 
629 Sanquhar Black Joan Club - 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston R. Fraser, 14 Castle Avenue, Sanquhar, 

Dumfriesshire 

630 Coalsnaughton Bums Club - 1945 1946 90 William Looker Alex. C. Cook, 4 School Terrace, Coals-
naughton, Tillicoultry 

632 Symington Burns Club - - 1946 1946 136 Thomas Anderson Mrs. Jean Anderson, 36 Linfem Avenue 
East, Kilmarnock 

637 Larkhall Apple bank Burns 
Oub - - - - 1941 1946 28 D. Banks John Perrie, 28 Westerton Ave., Strutherhill, 

Larkhall, Lanarkshire 
646 The Clear Winding Devon 

Alva Bums Club - - 1946 1947 64 William Dryburgh Mrs. Doreen Gillis, 24 Parkgate, Alva, 
Clackmannanshire 

648 Carron Bridge Cronies Burns 
Oub, Kilsyth - - 1941 1947 35 Tom Baxter Robert Cook, 29 Donaldson Ave., Kilsyth, 

Stirlingshire 
657 Fallin Gothenberg Burns Oub 1947 1947 38 J. Young D. Hutchison, 60 Stirling Road, Fallin, 

Stirling 
659 Dundee Bums Society - - 1896 1947 130 Douglas Small Mrs. L. M. Small, 60 Abernethy Road, 

Barnhill, Dundee 
660 Langholm Ladies' Bums Club 1947 1947 49 Mrs. Margaret A. Mrs. Margaret A. Brown, 32 Charles Street 

Brown (New), Langholm, Dumfriesshire 
661 Leamington and Warwick 

Caledonian Society - 1947 1947 100 Dr. E. D. 0. Miss S. Henderson, 62 Clarendon Avenue, 
Campbell Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cale-
donian Society - - 1907 1947 200 P. Campbell A. F. Shapley, 5 Berwick Road, Talbot 

Woods, Bournemouth 

664 West Kilbride Burns Club - 1947 1947 195 J. H. Workman George Meikle, "Willowbank," 1 Summer-
lea Road, Seamill, West Kilbride 

665 Gartmorn Ladies' Burns Club 1947 1948 36 Mrs. C. Fudge Mrs. Jane Dolan, 88 Gartmom Road, 
Sauchie, by Alloa 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies Burns 
Oub - - - - 1947 1949 135 William Millar James Muir, 71 Fleming Crescent, Irvine 

674 Manchester and Salford Cale-
donian Association - 1890 1948 250 L. M. Angus- Mrs. F. S. Wenbom, 8 Firs Avenue, Firs-

Butterworth, wood, Manchester, 16 
M.A., F.S.A.Scot. 

679 Tullibody and Cambus Burns 
Oub - - - - 1947 1948 60 Mrs.M.llepburn Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, 

Tullibody, Clackmannanshire 

681 The Cronies Burns Club, Kil-
marnock - - - 1948 1948 24 A. Oliver Alex. Wylie, 26 Raithburn Avenue, Kil-

marnock 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon and 
Dist. Caledonian Society 1947 1948 90 Dr. J.B. Bramwell Mrs. A. Sinton, 5 llighfield Road, Stratford-

upon-Avon 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie 
~ Ladies' Bums Oub - - 1939 1949 31 Mrs. A. Smith Mrs. Edith Mitchell, 66 Lady Nairn Avenue, 
\0 Kirkcaldy 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary -0 690 Pirnhall Burns Oub - - 1949 1949 30 John McClumpha John Davidson, 94 Randolph Crescent, 
Bannock burn 

691 Inverness Bums Club - - 1949 1949 75 Mrs. Lesley S. Pollitt D. F. MacDougall, "Belle Vue," Stratherick 
Road, Inverness 

693 Masonic Burns Oub, Kirk-
cudbright - - - 1949 1949 77 Thos. A. Sproat Andrew S. Ross, 4A Atkinson Place, 

Kirkcudbright 

695 Kilmaronock Burns Club 
(Dunbartonshire) - - 1949 1949 53 George Forshaw Miss May Caldwell, Mid Gartocharn Fann, 

By Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 
696 Whitley Bay and Dist. Society 

of St. Andrew - - 1930 1949 250 R. Easson Miss Jessie H. Colville, 60 Park Parade, 
Whitley Bay, Northumberland 

698 Turriff Burns Club - - 1920 1949 50 J. F. Brown L. G. A. Ruxton, Dundrennan, St. Andrew's 
Drive, Turriff 

699 Choppington Burns Club - 1948 1949 40 Campbell Keenlyside J. E. Godden, 91 East Green, Choppington, 
Northumberland 

701 The Detroit Burns Club - 1912 1949 70 John Ross Sam R. Dickey, 4700 Curtis Ave., Dearborn, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48126 

706 North Lindsey Scots Society - 1927 1949 150 Mrs. T. Carson Mrs. E. L. Davenport, 206 Ashby Road, 
+12Junior Scunthorpe, Lines. 

707 Malvern Scots Club - - 1945 1949 100 Spencer W. Noble Miss Penny Holland, 17 Mason Close, 
Malvern, Worcs. 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

710 Bums Society of Toronto - 1896 1970 163 Robert W. McVey Jock Anderson, 17LamontAvenue, Weston. 
Ontario, Canada 

711 The Victorian Scottish Union 1905 1950 A. J. Erskine F. R. Stewart, 46 Donald Street, Footscray, 
Victoria, Australia 

716 Royal Caledonian Society of 1856 1950 E. McPhee H. R. McKenzie, 14 Queen's Road, Mel-
Melbourne - - boume, Australia 

718 The St. Andrew Society of 
York - - - - 1894 1950 260 Dr. I. A. Macleod, D. R. Bowlby, 53 Manor Park Road, 

M.B., Ch.B.(Glas.) Rawcliffe, York, Y03 6UJ 
719 Chelmsford and Dist. Scottish 

Society - - - - 1934 1950 120 John Main D. A. Hodge, The Shelling, White Hart 

720 Retford and Dist. Caledonian 
Lane, Springfield, Chelmsford, CMl STD 

Society - - - - 1949 1950 90 J.E. Inglis Mrs. D. I. Walker, 37 Harewood Avenue, 
Retford, Notts. 

721 The Plymouth Burns Club - 1948 1950 160 W.R. Baxter Mrs. W. Ross Baxter, 35 The Knoll, Wood-
ford, Plympton, Plymouth, PL 7 4SH, S. 
Devon 

722 Bridlington and District Cale-
donian Society - - 1949 1950 60 GeorgeOark M. Cooke, la Belgrave Mansions, Brid-

lington, E. Yorkshire 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club - 1920 1950 106 John McLintock, William S. Fairholm, M.B.E., B.E.M., 
M.A., LL.B. Ardival Terr, Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club- - 1936 1950 62 Charles Murray I. Reid, 13 Chapelle Crescent, Tillicoultry, 
Oackmannanshire 

~ 726 Melbourne Burns Club - - 1950 1951 68 Bernard Price Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 Elgar Road, - Burwood, Victoria, 3125, Australia 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
t::i 121 The St. Andrew Society of 

Denmark - - - 1949 1951 270 Loudon P. Hamilton Mr. Per Bergeoholz, 16 Radhuspladsen, 
1550 Copenhagen V, Denmark 

728 Bachelors' Club Committee, 
Tarbolton - - - 1951 1951 12 John Weir, D.S.O., Charles H. Garven, 16 West Port, Tarbolton, 

M.A., F.E.I.S. Ayrshire 

730 Wigtown Burns Club - - 1905 1951 60 Gordon S. Henry David S. Gladstone, "Glassock," Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownshire 

740 Thorntree Mystic Burns Club 1949 1952 68 Wm. Cockburn W. Muir, 101 High Street, Prestonpans, 
East Lothian 

741 Plean Burns Club - - - 1952 1952 44 W. Thomson John White, 67 Wallace Crescent, Plean, 
Stirling 

743 The Romford Scottish Assoc. 1931 1952 136 Mrs. I. Sheward Mrs. J. A. Mackintosh, 52 Lake Rise, 
Gidea Park, Romford, Essex 

744 Durham and Dist. Caledooian 
Society - - - - 1950 1952 200 Ian W. White J. A. McLeish, "Woodlands," 32 Caragh 

Road, Chester Le Street, Co. Durham 
745 Northumberland and Durham 

Caledonian Society - 1924 1952 500 J. S. Fraser J. G. Gall, 145 Osborne Road, Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, NE2-3JU 

746 Grimsby and Dist. Caledooian 
Society - - - - 1906 1952 112 T. Milne Reg. Hom, 40 Connaugh Avenue, Grimsby, 

Lines. 

748 Ouplaymuir Bums Club - 1940 1953 32 Thomas Bates, Jun. William Dunlop, "Woodside," Neilston 
Road, Uplawmoor, Glasgow 



N 

No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
751 Worcester Scots Society - 1949 1953 100 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew Soc. 1938 1953 150 

154 Thornton Clcweleys and Dist. 
Scottish Society - - 1951 1953 

158 Bath and District Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1900 1953 

159 Sunderland and District Cale-
donian Society - - 1950 1953 

761 Kirkton Bonnie Jean Burns 
Club, Carluke - - 1953 1953 

763 Wakefield Caledonian Society 1953 1953 

766 Glencoe and Dist. Burns Club 1953 1953 

768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club - - - 1912 1954 

769 Robert Bruce Burns Club - 1953 1954 

772 Prestwick Burns Club - - 1954 1954 

70 

100 

112 

40 

150 

73 

60 

50 

60 

c; 773 Cumnock Cronies Burns Club 1910 1954 40 

President 
N. A. Pringle 

V. W. N. Forrest 

J.B. Gould 

Joseph Gourlay 

William B. Paul 

James Barr, M.A. 

G. S. S. Newell 

John Glenday 

Thomas Herd 

John Russell 

Alex. Purdon 

John McCreadie 

Secretary 
J. F. C. Paine, Treasurer, 18 Fountain Court, 

Evesham, Yorks. 

G. M. Miller, 96 Oxenholme Road, Kendal, 
Westmorland 

A. A. Geddes, 50 Westmorland Avenue, 
Cleveleys, Blackpool 

A. Smith, "Beaumont," Oaklands Drive, 
Oldland Common, Bristol 

Mrs. D. W. Jackson, 10 Valebrooke, 
Tunstall Rd., Sunderland, Co. Durham 

John Stewart, 28 Mount Stewart Street, 
Carluke, Lanarkshire 

Mrs. E. Young, 54 Silcoate Lane, Wren
thorpe, Wakefield 

I. W. McColl, 18 Rob Roy Road, Kinloch
leven, Argyll 

James Penman, 12 Balderran Drive, Car
denden, Fife 

Per Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, 
Tullibody, Clacks. 

William J. Diver, 78 Biggart Road, Prest
wick, Ayrshire 

Stewart Gilmour, 9 Riverview, Cumnock 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary -"""' 774 Gloucester and Dist. Scottish 
Society - - - - 1949 1954 15 W.R. Davidson Mrs. M. Henderson, 83 Lilliesfield Avenue, 

Barnwood, Gloucester 
115 The Hartlepools Caledonian 

Society - - - - 1899 1954 172 Mrs. A. R. Ritchie Hugh Gordon, The Riggs, Cresswell Road, 
Hartlepool 

117 Nuneaton and Dist. Scottish 
Society - - - - 1949 1954 137 G. Herbert Norman Spence, M.R.C.V.S., Bardon Cot-

tage, Church Walk, Atherstone, Warwick-
shire 

778 Glasgow Highland Burns Club 1954 A. M. Campbell R. B. Blair Wilkie, M.A., 4 Clouston Street, 
Glasgow, N.W. 

780 Isle of Man Caledonian Soc. - 1920 1955 250 H. D. McLeod, Miss Jean Bisset, "Santa Rosa," Little 
F.Z.S., M.H.K., Switzerland, Douglas, Isle of Man 
M.C. 

781 Ochil View Bums Oub- - 1953 1955 30 Henry Hall Henry Wilson, 8 Bain Street, Devonside, 
By Tillicoultry 

784 Kelso Burns Oub - - 1951 1955 70 Charles Young R. Donaldson, C.A., 19 The Square, Kelso 

788 Harlow and Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1955 145 John Millar D. M. Austin, 74 Stile Croft, Harlow, Essex 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1946 1955 60 William Henderson Mrs. D. Doyle, 5 Lanac Road, Stratton St. 
Margaret, Swindon 

795 Longcroft, Bonnybridge and 
District Bums Oub - - 1955 1956 36 D. H. Mann David Mann, 31 Mansfield Avenue, Bonny-

bridge 
796 Gateshead and District St. 

Andrew's Society - - 1955 1956 60 J. J. Hay Mrs. R. L. Miller, 72 Cromer Avenue, 
Gateshead, Co. Durham NE9 6UL 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

803 Bowhill People's Bums Club - 1940 1957 75 Jas. Gillies James Ewan, 39 Kirkburn Drive, Carden-
den, Fife 

808 Pontefract & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1956 1957 95 A. Anderson Kidd Miss V. McLeod, Cairn-Catto, Carleton 
Green, Pontefract, Yorkshire 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars Bums 
Cub - - - - 1957 1957 21 Abe Train Mrs. Elizabeth Train, 71 Woodside Cres., 

Newmains, Lanarkshire 

811 Logangate Burns Club - - 1957 1957 70 John Paterson Walter Hall, Sen., 34 Boswell Crescent 
Logan, Cumnock, Ayrshire 

812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 1886 1957 162 A. J. Adams, Alex. Mcintosh, 20 Emm Lane, Bradford, 9, 
B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. Yorkshire 

813 Tranent "25" Burns Club - 1892 1958 46 Robert Watt George Murdoch, 63 New Row, Tranent, 
East Lothian 

815 B.M.K. (Netherton) Burns 
Cub - - - - 1958 1958 27 Andrew Wilson David Orr, 39 Hemphill View, Knocken-

tiber, Crosshouse, Kilmarnock 

818 Dalbeattie & Dist. Bums Club 1958 1958 40 James Campbell Ewan C. Mair, Briardale, Haugh Road, 
Dalbeattie, Kirkcudbrightshire 

821 Ayr Masonic Bums Club - 1919 1958 20 James Niven Chas. P. Stroyan, 50 Bentfield Dr., Prestwick 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society - 1952 1959 40 W. A. Allan T. S. Robertson, 5 Oxton Close, Mansfield, 
Notts. 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
West Perthshire Assoc. of 

N Fed. Cubs - - - 1946 1959 36 Cubs D. Mclldowie Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tulli-- body 
VI 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Ser.retary -O'I 825 The "Clarinda" Ladies Burns 
Oub, Edinburgh - - 1959 1959 54 Mrs. Barbara Hutton Mrs. C. W. Henderson, 36 Gracemount 

Avenue, Edinburgh, EH16 6SS 
826 Burns Society of Charlotte, 

North Carolina - - 1955 1959 189 James B. Hunter Mrs. John Seaton, 1142 Wilharten Drive, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 28211, U.S.A. 

827 Zetland Ward Cooununity 
Association - - - 1955 1959 200 Police Judge Daniel Chisholm, 27 Tweed St., Grange-

William Mathew mouth 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club - 1960 1960 32 Robert Armstrong Ian Ross, Hillside, Carrick, Lochgoilhead 

832 Lochore Lea Rig Burns Club 1959 1960 30 William Renton 

833 Alloa "Crown" Burns and 
Social Club - - - 1948 1960 60 J. McConnell D. O'May, 115 Ashley Terrace, Alloa 

834 St. Andrew's Soc. (Altrinc-
ham, Sale and District) - 1959 1960 150 Mrs. S. E. Hazeldine T. c. Lochead, Devisdale House, St. 

Margaret's Rd., Bowdon, Altrincham 

835 Lochaber Burns Club - - 1959 1960 50 Archd. MacFarlane 

836 Hornsea and District Burns 
Oub - - - - 1960 1960 80 Mrs. L. Jacobsen Mrs. J. W. Banks, "Ballendean," Edenfield 

Avenue, Homsea, E. Yorks. 

839 Coldstream - - - - 1888 1961 102 Sir Alex. Douglas- William Jackson, Homestead, Hirsel, Cold-
Home, K.T., P.C., stream, Berwickshire 
M.P. 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Sec.retary 
841 Robert Bums Association of 

Montreal, Canada - - 1955 1961 160 James Murray W. J. McCullough, 555 80th Ave., Lasalle, 
Rue, Canada 

842 "Ye Bonnie Doon" Burns 
Club, Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada - - - - 1932 1961 50 William Lambie Mrs. J. Cassiday, 459 Franklin Road, 

Hamilton, 53, Ontario 

845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry - 1959 1961 1250 P. Grimes James McCaw, Tam O' Shanter Club, 
Hertford Place, Coventry, Warwickshire 

849 Jean Armour, Sauchie - - 1956 1%1 60 James Westwood Russell Henderson, Mansefield Arms, 
Sauchie, Alloa, Oackmannansbire 

852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars - 1962 1962 83 George McCaig James B. McCaig, 41 Pitfaim Road, Fish-
cross, by Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 
of Scottish Societies - - 1956 1962 24 Socs. Robert Scott Mrs. J. A. Irvine, "Ulvescroft", 67 Bonet 

Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham 

859 Eglinton Bums Club, Irvine - 1960 1963 130 R. Whyte J. J. Caldwell, Eglinton Arms Hotel, Irvine 

860 Southland Bums Club, New 
Zealand- - - - 1%2 1963 86 William Adam Mrs. Jane L. Bone, 220 Pomona Street, 

Invercargill, New Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln - - 1948 1963 72 Peter McOwat, B.Sc., Mrs. E. M. Leighton, 59 Richmond Road, 
A.M.I.Mech.E. Lincoln 

862 Market Rasen and District 
N Scottish Association - 1960 1963 150 E. A.Gass c. B. Grant, Glebe Farm, Swinhope, - Binbrook, Lincoln -.J 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary -00 863 Ballarat and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1907 1963 106 P. Stevenson Donald Robinson, 1328 Sturt St., Ballarat, 

Victoria, Australia 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania - 1962 1970 - J. Cameron Mrs. E. N. Tunbridge, 143 David Street 

865 Foresters Arms Burns Qub - 1960 1963 
East Devonport, Tasmania, 7310 

35 L. Pope P. Ward, 63 Gillies Hill, Cambusbarron, 

866 Heanor and Dist. Caledonian 
Stirling 

Society - - - - 1955 1963 104 A. Ellis R. Shaw, 51A Ray Street, Heanor, Derby-
shire 

869 Port Adelaide Men's Burns 
Club - - - - 1963 1963 22 John S. Hynd Frederick E. Benger, 37 Tapley's Hill Road, 

Hendon, South Australia 
870 Scottish Burns Association of 

Massachusetts - - 1961 1964 130 John Banner Robert R. Matson, 14 Woods Avenue, W. 
Somerville, Massachusetts, 02144, U.S.A. 

872 East Midland Scottish Socs. - 1949 1964 8 Socs. Dr. Wm. Marshall, Ian MacLachlan, 24 Collinwood A venue, 
O.B.E. Corby, Northants 

873 Tam o' Shanter Qub, Ndola, 
Zambia - - - - 1961 1964 48 A. G. Beveridge A. G. Beveridge, P.O. Box 1974, Ndola, 

Republic of Zambia 
874 The Masonic Club Burns Club, 

Melbourne - - - 1963 1964 40 Chieftain Dan George Doig, 9 Courtis Street, Williams-
Stevenson town, Melbourne, Australia 

876 Tullibody Working Men's 
Burns Club - - - 1964 1965 40 D. Steel G. Penman, 42 Stirling Rd., Tullibody 

877 Montreal Caledonian Society 1855 1965 157 Rev. A. G. Hasson, G. N. Diack, 11835 Lavigne Street, Mon-
M.A., B.D., S.T.M. treal, 9, P.Q. Canada 

878 Worksop Burns & Cal. Qub - 1965 1965 80 Thomas H. English Mrs. Kathleen English, 166 Raymoth Lane, 
Worksop, Notts. 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
879 Dreghom Burns Club - - 1965 196S 4S W. R. F. McMurtrie J. Young, "Rhoda," 41 Dundonald Roa~ 

Dreghom, Ayrshire 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. Society - 1960 1965 108 George Ballingall Mrs. Marion Firth, 22 Tbackley View, 
Thackley, Bradford 

881 Rugeley & Dist. Burns Club - 1966 1966 200 R. Cochrane D. Lorimer, 30 Carlisle Roa~ Cannock, 
Staffs. 

882 Canberra Highland Society & 
Bums Club - - - 1924 1966 780 Ron V. Kelly K. F. Smith, P.O. Box 69, Kingston, 

Canberra A.C.T., 2604, Australia 

884 Fife Bums Assoc. - - - 1964 1966 6 Clubs James Gillies Hugh Banks, 22 Balgreggie Park, Carden-
den, Fife 

885 Motherwell & Wisbaw Miners 
Welfare Burns Club - 1966 1967 71 John Milligan James Pearson, 12 Corrie Drive, Motherwell 

887 Gainsborough & District Cale-
donian Society - - 1952 1967 34 L. W. Reid Mrs. E. E. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 Lea Road, 

Gainsborough 

888 Vancouver Bums Club - - 1967 1967 20 Iain McLellan Mrs. Doris Lawrie, 3284 W. 14th Avenue, 
Vancouver, 8, B.C. 

889 G.E.C./A.E.I. "Bonnie Jean 
N Bums Club - - - 1967 1967 20 William Lawson R. B. Cleland, 16 Mcclurg Court, Mother-- well \0 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 890 The Wollongong Burns Soc. - 1966 1967 50 Robert Henderson Thos. Newall, B.Sc., 92 Robson Road, 

Keiraville, Via Wollongong,2500,N.S.W., 
Australia 

891 Fallin Miners Welfare Bums 
Club - - - - 1965 1967 50 John Hunter Duncan MacFarlane, 17 King Street, Fallin, 

by Stirling 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products Burns 1966 1968 176 John Taylor Robert Campbell, "Castle View", 5 Seagate, 

Club - - - - Irvine, Ayrshire 
893 North Bay Burns Club, Ont. 1968 1968 85 Joseph McCabe William Carson, 1411 Copeland St., North 

894 Beverley & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1967 1968 
Bay, Ontario, Canada 

91 Rev. James Bruce- W. Punton, 35 Central Avenue, Beverley, 
Hannah Yorkshire, HUI 7 8LL 

895 Westerton Arms Burns Club- 1968 1968 40 James Johnstone John Neill, 7 Comton Vale Cottages, 
Comton Road, Stirling 

896 Sierra Leone Caledonian Soc. 1957 1968 54 T. Blair B. W. McCombe, c/o S.L.S.T. Ltd., P.O. 
Box 11, Spiritus House, Howe Street, 
Freetown, W.A. 

897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 
Association - - - 1948 1969 18 Charles C. Easton R. H. Watson, 271 George Street, Aberdeen 

898 Peterlee & District Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1954 1969 20 John R. Napier L. H. C. Battersby, 61 Relford Road, 

Peterlee, Co. Durham 
899 Portsmouth and District Cal-

edonian Society - - 1898 1969 130 Mrs. I. Joly A. Hind, "Bonnie Banks," 39 Carmarthan 
Avenue, E. Cosham, Portsmouth 

900 Irvine Valley Bums Club - 1968 1970 38 Samuel Wilson Robert Brown, 3 Fir Part, Moscow, Galston 
901 Cramlington Burns Club - 1970 1970 44 G. M. Patterson F. Hamilton, 9 Sunnyside, Cramlington, 

Northumberland 
902 Newmarket Burns Club - 1959 1970 54 William Muirhead James Kemp, 49 Kincardine Road, Carron-

shore, by Falkirk 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 

543 Abbey Craig 722 Bridlington 
40 Aberdeen 401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 

889 A.E.I. (Motherwell) "Bonnie 120 Bristol 
Jean" 356 Bum bank 

20 Airdrie 864 Burnie Bums Club, Tasmania 
516 Airts Burns Club 417 Burnley 

2 Alexandria 282 Bums Bowling Association 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 112 BumsHowff 
833 Alloa "Crown" Bums Club 597 Bums Society of the City of 
252 Alloway New York 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Soc. 355 Calcutta 
393 Annan Ladies 4 Callander 
82 Arbroath 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

238 Atlanta 882 Canberra Highland Society 
551 --Ladies 71 Carlisle 
452 Aucbterderran Bonnie Jean 761 Carluke 
768 -- Jolly Beggars 648 Carron Bridge Cronies 
566 Australia, Scot. Soc. of 562 Castle Douglas 
275 Ayr 365 Catrine 
821 Ayr Masonic 719 Chelmsford 
192 Ayrshire Assoc. 462 Cheltenham 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 572 Chester Caled. Assoc. 
728 Bachelors' Club (Tarbolton) 11 Chesterfield 
340 Balemo 699 Choppington 
863 Ballarat & Dist. Caledonian 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 

Society, Victoria 541 Coalbum Jolly Beggars 
439 Barnsley 630 Coalsnaughton 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 839 Coldstream 
363 Barrow 398 Colinton 
758 Bath and District 606 Corby 
534 Bedlington and District 559 Coventry 
288 Beith 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 
15 Belfast 901 Cramlington 

614 Bellshill Caledonian 581 Cumbernauld 
725 Ben Cleuch 580 Cum brae 
592 Benwhat 45 Cumnock 
894 Beverley & District Caledonian 773 --Cronies 

Society 62 Cu par 
326 Bingry Ladies 594 Cuyahoga Cownty 
167 Birmingham 818 Dalbeattie and District 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton) 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
95 Bolton 35 Dairy 

476 Border Cities (Ont.) 577 Dalserf and Clydesdale 
549 Bothwell Bonnie Lesley Ladies 158 Darlington 
663 Bournemouth 568 Darvel 
803 Bowhill People's Club 469 Denny Cross 

76 Brechin 55 Derby 
49 Bridgeton 701 Detroit 



222 ALPHABETICAL UST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 

37 Dollar 492 Harrow 
SS6 Doncaster 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 
879 Dreghom 379 Hartlepools Burns Club 

10 Dumbarton 77S --Cal. Soc. 
226 Dumfries 239 Ha wick 
437 --Ladies No. 1 866 Heanor and District Cal. 
S03 Dunblane Society 
14 Dundee 446 Herefordshire 

6S9 --Bums Society 582 Higginsneuk 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 836 Hornsea and District 
69 Dunedin N.Z. SlO I.C.I. Grangemouth 
8S Dunfermline 691 Inverness 

744 Durham Caled. Soc. 173 Irvine 
872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 8S9 Irvine Eglinton Bums Club 
22 Edinburgh 900 Irvine Valley 

307 --Ayrshire Assoc. 780 Isle of Man 
82S --Clarinda Ladies Burns 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 

Club 849 Jean Armour, Sauchie 
378 --District Assoc. 96 Jedburgh 
149 Elgin 784 Kelso 
217 Eskdale 377 Kilbimie 

s Ercildoune Burns Club 0 Kilmarnock 
126 Falkirk 681 --Cronies 
6S1 Fallin Gothenberg 69S Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
891 Fallin Miners Welfare 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
884 Fife Burns Association 323 Kirkcudbright 
8S2 Fishcross Jolly Beggars 693 --Masonic 
86S Foresters Arms BurnsClub 388 Kyle Ladies 

(Cambusbarron) 344 Ladysmith (B.C.) 
S16 Fort Matilda S18 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
403 Fraser burgh 660 Langholm Ladies 
887 Gainsborough and District 637 Larkhall Applebank 
187 Galashiels 661 Leamington and Warwick 
sot Galt S48 Leeds Caledonian Society 
66S Gartmom Ladies 461 Leicester 
796 Gateshead and District 341 Leith 
169 Glasgow Assoc. 861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 
263 --Masonic 366 Liverpool 
778 Glasgow Highland 360 Lochee 
897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 83S Lochaber Bums Club 

Assoc. 831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 
766 Glencoe 832 Lochore Lea Rig Bums Club 
774 Gloucester Scottish Society 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
198 Gore bridge 1 London 
430 Gourock S10 --Clans Assoc. 

S9 Gourock Jolly Beggars S61 London (Ontario) 
116 Greenloaning 183 Londonderry 
21 Greenock 19S Longcroft and District 

209 --St. John's 707 Malvern Scots Club 
746 Grimsby 674 Manchester and Salford 

33 Haggis 822 Mansfield Cal. Socy. 
1S2 Hamilton 862 Market Rasen and District 
121 Hamilton Junior Scottish Association 
842 Hamilton, Ontario 3SO Markinch 
788 Harlow and District 870 Massachusetts 
SSS Harrogate 310 Mauch line 
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No. No. 

726 Melbourne 617 Reading Caledonian Assoc. 
874 Melbourne Masonic 176 Renfrew Burns Club 
716 -- Royal Caled. Society 472 Renfrewshire Assoc. 
626 Moffat and District 720 Retford 
877 Montreal Cal. Soc. 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
841 Montreal Robert Burns 743 Romford Scott. Assoc. 

Association 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 
242 Montrose 454 Rotherham 
494 Motherwell United Services 354 Royal Clan 
885 Motherwell and Wishaw 9 Royalty 
620 Muirhead 881 Rugeley and District 

74 National Memorial 834 St. Andrew's Society 
873 Ndola Tam o' Shanter (Altrincham, Sale & District) 
500 New Cumnock 812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 
523 N.S.W. Highland Soc. 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
329 Newark 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
133 Newarthill 470 St. Giles, Elgin 
199 New battle 220 St. Louis 
293 Newcraighall 413 San Francisco 
902 Newmarket 68 Sandyford 
124 Ninety 629 Sanquhar 
563 Norfolk 426 Sauchie 
893 North Bay, Ontario 551 Scarborough 
826 North Carolina 314 Scottish (Edin.) 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 153 Scottish (Glas.) 
745 Northumberland and Durham 405 Sheffield 

Caled. Soc. 896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 
854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 283 Sinclairtown 

of Scottish Societies 530 Southern Scot. Counties 
17 Nottingham 860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 

777 Nuneaton 50 Stirling 
346 Oak bank 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
781 Ochil View West Perth Assoc. 
880 Otley and District 458 Stonehaven 
748 Ouplaymuir 683 Stratford upon Avon 
48 Paisley 42 Strathearn 
72 Partick 723 Strathpeft'er 

511 Perth (West Australia) 89 Sunderland 
336 Peterhead 759 Sunderland and Dist. Cal. 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. Society 
284 Philadelphia North-eastern 444 Swansea 
453 --Ladies 632 Symington 
690 Pim Hall 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
741 Plean 7 Thistle (Glasgow) 
721 Plymouth 754 Thornton Cleveleys 
535 Plymouth Caledonian Soc. 740 Thom tree 
808 Pontefract 710 Toronto 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies 612 Torrance Masonic 

Kirkcaldy 813 Tranent "25" 
869 Port Adelaide Men's Club 274 Troon 
190 Port-Glasgow 320 Troy 
212 Portobello 679 Tullibody and Cambus 
899 Portsmouth 876 Tullibody Working Men's Club 
772 Prestwick 698 Turriff 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 237 Uddingston Masonic 
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No. 

888 Vancouver 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Soc. 
443 Victoria Burns Cub 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
763 Wakefield 
436 Walney Ladies 
296 Walsall 
497 Wellington St. Andrew 
664 West Kilbride 
895 Westerton Arms 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew's 
392 WhifDet 
236 Whitehaven 

No. 

536 Whithom 
696 Whitley Bay and District 
730 Wigtown 
575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean Armour 
197 Winnipeg 
890 Wollongong 
553 Wolverhampton 
751 Worcester 
878 Worksop Bums and Cal. Club 
518 Ye Auld Cronies 
718 York St. Andrew Society 
827 Zetland Ward Community 

Assoc., Grangemouth 

IRVINE BURNS CLUB 
The Library of Irvine Bums Club Museum has, owing to 

duplication, several books for sale or exchange; some thirty of 
these books are concerned with the life and works of Robert Bums 
by such authors as R.H. Cromek, R. Chambers, W. S. Douglas 
and William Wallace. 

Complete Catalogues can be had on application to:-

WILLIAM BROWN, 

177 Bank Street, 

IRVINE, AYRSHIRE. 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns.'-G/asgow Herald. 

The National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 
to Poet Burns. 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the 
heart of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, 

carefully selected from all quarters. The Cottagers pay neither 
rent nor taxes, and in addition, receive an annual allowance. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, 
their own furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, 
and have their own friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers 
to continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' 
in ideal surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose, 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:-
John Findlay, 

Hon. Secretary, 
299 West George Street, 

Glasgow, C.2. 
Tel. 041-221 5951. 
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This is the 

Dick Institute 

Kilmarnock 
boiler house of the Burns Federation 

When you visit the Burns Country 

Auld Killie 
is well worth a visit 
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CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GLASGOW 

The Museums 
and 

Art Gallery Department 
WELCOMES VISITORS 

to 

ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM, KELVINGROVE 

ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOGRAPHY, ARMS AND 

ARMOUR, NATURAL HISTORY, SHIP MODELS 

AND ENGINEERING, PAINTING AND ART OBJECTS 

(GENERAL), BRITISH PAINTING, CONTINENTAL 

PAINTING. 

OLD GLASGOW MUSEUM, 
Glasgow Green 

COLLECTIONS CONCERNING THE HISTORY OF THE CITY 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT 
Albert Drive 

TRAMCARS, HORSE-ORA WN VEHICLES, MOTOR 
VEHICLES, LOCOMOTIVES 

POLLOK HOUSE 

STIRLING MAXWELL COLLECTION 

Hours of Opening: 

DAILY-10 a.m. to 5 p.m. SUNDAYS-2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
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~he ®lobe ~nn . 
this is the old Globe Tavern frequented 

by Robert Burns. 

The chair he usually occupied 

is shown to visitors, 

• 

also a window pane with verses traced by his hand 

and many other interesting relics 

of the Poet 

Bed and Breakfast, Lunches, Snacks. 

56 High Street, Dumfries 

Manageress : Mrs. S. C. Baxter 
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SCOTTISH 
NATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 

The object of the Dictionary is to record 
for posterity the language of the Scottish 
nation as it is enshrined in our literature, and 
not least in the works of Robert Burns. 

Vais. I, II, Ill, IV, V, VI, and VII have 
already been published and at least £30,000 
will be required to complete the remaining 
three volumes. 

The Dictionary is recognised as a Charity 
by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue. 

A Subscription to the work costs £50 and 
Donations and Legacies will be welcomed 
towards the cost of production. 

Full particulars from 

The Secretary, 
Scottish National Dictionary, 
27 George Square, 
Edinburgh. 
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i * The principal Dealers in the Local i I Authori::v:i:l:~~:~:estment I 
SHORT LOAN & MORTGAGE 

N. 

118 OLD BROAD STREET 

LONDON E.C.2 

Telephone: 01-588 6292 (20 lines) 

Telex: 885380 

H. Woolley 
& CO. LTD. 

BANKERS 

118 OLD BROAD STREET 

LONDON E.C,2 

Telephone: 01-588 6292 (20 lines) 

Telex: 885380 

5i1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111ffi 
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The Burns House Museum, Mauchline, rescued from demolition 

and completely restored through the generosity of Burns lovers all 

over the world, is now open for your inspection. 

In addition to many relics of the Poet and his works, there is on 

display a collection of 'Folk objects', furniture etc., illustrating 

the history and industry of Mauchline and district. 

Open Weekdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

or by arrangement 

Admission Adults 1/- Children 6d 

Donations for the maintenance of this historic building will be 

gratefully received by the Secretary: 

William Bee, M.P.S., F.S.A.Scot., 5 Loudoun Street, Mauchline 
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In this Federation 'SPECIAL' Issue you will meet all Bums' 

EDINBURGH FRIENDS 

in John McVie's 

Robert Burns 
and 

Edinburgh 

100 pp. with rare selection of views of old EDINBURGH 

St'' x 5t" -15s. post ls. from any Bookseller 

'With John McVie as our guide we follow in the footsteps of the 
Poet .. .'from the preface by James Veitch Editor, Burns Chronicle 

ORDER your COPIES NOW for your BURNS friends 
3 for 45s. post free 
(makes a fine prize) 

Distributors on behalf of the Burns Federation 

Blacklock, Farries & Sons, Ltd. 
Church Crescent, Dumfries 

Robert Dinwiddie & Co., Ltd. 
High Street, Dumfries 

Booksellers 
Telephone 0387 4288 

Booksellers 
Telephone 0387 5248 
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Busy 
people 
find it 
quicker 
by 
cheque 
... not only quicker, but so much more convenient. Safer too, as there's no need to keep 

large sums of ready cash beside you or in your pocket. Enjoy the freedom a Clydesdale Bank 

cheque book confers upon you; next time you're near one of our Branches look in and arrange 

to open a current account. You'll find our staff friendly and helpful. 

Clydesdale Bank Limited 

~ THE BANK FOR PEOPLE WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

Jl!logerley' s 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Jm1ited 
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A Town full of fun 
for the whole 

family 

There's so much to do at A YR-a holiday town with 
attractions for everyone in your family. Enjoy sea, sun 
and sand, golfing, boating, dining, dancing, cinemas, 
theatres, swimming. Explore the old town interest and 

new town shops, relax in the 
beautiful parks and gardens
make the most of your holiday 
in the heart of Burns country. 

Send ls. for your copy of the 
illustrated guide to Tourist 
Information Bureau, Dept. BC, 
30 Miller Road, Ayr. 
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ROBERT HORN 
28 St. Enoch Square, 

Glasgow, C.1. 

041-221 5788 

• 
Suppliers of Badges and 

Insignia 

of Office to the 

BURNS FEDERATION 

PRINTING? 
Phone IRVINE 3039 

All classes commercial work 

*Billheads 

* Letterheads 

*Invoice, Order Books 

*Wedding Stationery 

etc. 

Prompt delivery guaranteed 

Wm. Clarkson & Sons, 
10 EAST ROAD, IRVINE 

Shows the poet as a 
young man and is 
considered one of the 
most interesting and 
important of all the 
Burns' manuscripts. 
This reprint costs 25/ -. 

S.R. PUBLISHERS LTD., 
East Ardsley, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire. 
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Building Contractors • • • 

THOS. FINDLAY & Sons L~ 
MAUCHLINE 

Telephone ; Maucblioe 374 / 5 Established 1879 

• • 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS FOR 
BUILDING WORK OF 

ALL KINDS 

JOINERY 
FOR BANKS, SCHOOLS, 

CHURCHES, HOUSES, HOTELS. etc. 

Woodworking Specialists 

When in Dumfries-we invite you to visit our 

Bookshop 

Blacklock Parries & Sons Ltd 
General and Specialist Booksellers 

18-26 Church Crescent 

DUMFRIES 

Tel. 4288/9 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 
MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

In 1959, to mark the Bicentenary of the Birth of Robert 

Burns, the Glasgow and District Burns Association, who 

manage the Jean Armour Burns Houses, completed the building 

of ten new houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 

Mauchline and these are now occupied. The tenants live there, 

rent and rate free and receive a small pension. 

Funds are urgently required to complete a further ten 

Houses. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation 

now to:-A. Neil Campbell, F.C.I.S., Hon. Treasurer, 

141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh, EHlO SPP 
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Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it, 
But we hae meat and we can eat, 
And sae the Lord be thanket. 

SECRETARms OF 

BURNS CLUBS 

AND CALEDONIAN 

socmTms 

are specially catered for 

by our Robert Bums 

Department 

PAPER NAPKINS (our own speciality) printed in colour with Poet's 
head and quotation-Brithers A', Selkirk Grace, Auld Lang Syne or 
'Tartan Scottie', '45 Clan Crests' Club Box 250-£1 plus postage. 
Sample packet (50) 30p. post free. 

POCKET EDITIONS BURNS POEMS AND SONGS-from 37fp. 
Collins complete Poems illustrated, bound tartan cloth £1 ·25. 

All new books on BURNS as published. 
Fine secondhand copies early illustrated editions of Burns' Poems 
usually in stock. 

50 Superb 'Braemar' colour-'In the Steps of Robert Burns' 35mm
£3·75 with extensive commentary. 

TARTAN PAPER in rolls 22 in. x 11 yds. Tartan Ribbon tin and 
1 in. 

Send for our price List B.C.5 of Burns Supper and St. Andrew's Night 
specialities and souvenirs for all Scottish occasions. Inquiries invited. 

D INWIDDIE'S of 
UMFRIES 

'The Clan Gift Shop' 

PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS, BooKSELLERS, STATIONERS, ETC. 

Established since 1846 by the Old Midsteeple, 

DUMFRIES (Telephone 5248). 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit 

to the Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building, 

the starting point of "Tam's" immortal ride to Alloway 

Kirk is now open to the public as a Museum, containing 

many interesting exhibits connected with Robert Burns 

and his epic story of "Tam O' Shanter". 

Open Daily (except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

October to March 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 

5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults 1/- (5np) School Children 6d. 
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BURNS' 
H 0 USE 
DUMFRIES 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries 

should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Bums Street, 

in which the Poet lived and died. 
The House is open to visitors and 

contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House 

is one minute's walk from St. 
Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Bums 
Mausoleum. 

OPEN: 
lst April or Good Friday (whichever is earlier) to 30th September 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.- 1 p.m., 2 - 7 p.m. 
SUNDAYS 2 p.m.- 7 p.m. 

lst October to 31st March or the day before Good Friday (whichever is 
earlier) 
WEEKDAYS 
SUNDAYS 

10 a.m.- noon, 2 p.m.- S p.m. 
Closed (Admission by special prior arrangement with 

curator) 

Admission to House 
Adults 1/- Children 3d. 

'BURNS FAMILY TREE' 
Compiled by the late Tom McCrorie. 

On sale at House, price 1/-; or by post from Curator, price 1/6d. 
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Bank of Scotland 
means just what it says ... 

ScotlancJs'tmk 
Look-ahead people come up with the right idea 

ahead of their time-an independent bank 
for Scotland. That's why it's simply 

BANK of Scotland. That's why 
you should encourage your 

own family to learn to be 
,independent and open 

an account with 
... Scotland's 

own bank. 

YOUR sort of bank 

• 1••1or 
SCOTJ.DD 
Incorporating The 
British Linen Bank 




