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GEORGE ANDERSON 
A Glaswegian by birth and up-bringing and a lithographic printer by profession, George 

Anderson is no stranger to the Burns movement, having worked indefatigably as the 

Federation's Publicity Officer for the past decade. His interest in the Poet goes back to his 

schooldays. Like Burns, he became an ardent Freemason and at the age of 23, in 1960, he 

became a member of the Glasgow Masonic Burns Club, thus combining his two lifelong 

interests. In April 1961 he was elected a club steward and in 1964 joined its executive 

committee. He was successively Vice-President (1965-7) and President (1967-8), the 

youngest holder of that office and has subsequently completed a second term as President. 

When the GMBC celebrated its Golden Jubilee in 1969 George served as Master of Cere

monies, a function he has fulfilled with great professionalism at the annual dinners since 

then. 
In 1968 he became his club's representative to the Glasgow and District Burns Associa

tion and thereafter he moved rapidly up the hierarchy of the Association, becoming 

Senior Vice-President and one of its representatives on the Executive of the Burns 

Federation. Despite these duties he still found time to become President of the Torrance 

Masonic and Social Club in 1974 and also, in the same year, to found the Milton Com

munity Burns Club, becoming the club's first Honorary President. 
On the international scene George played a prominent part in the early Burns Suppers in 

Moscow and in 1976 broadcast on Soviet radio and television about Burns. In 1980 he 

proposed the 'Immortal Memory' in Leningrad and Moscow. Nearer home, he has been a 

tireless worker for the furtherance of the Burns movement at all levels, whether it be pro

posing the 'Immortal Memory' at a club anniversary dinner or judging a children's poetry 

competition, or keeping Burns in the forefront of the cultural developments in Scotland. 

For a man who is used to banging the drum and blowing the trumpet on behalf of the 

Burns movement, George is extraordinarily reticent about his own achievements. He 

could not be coaxed into writing his curriculum vitae for the Chronicle, generally one of 

the more congenial duties of the incumbent President, and consequently this inadequate 

tribute has had to be composed from press reports. George resides in Rutherglen with his 

wife Maureen and two sons, one of whom is at Glasgow University. His son, Graeme, 

took the excellent photograph which appears opposite. 
At the age of 45 George is the Federation's youngest President, and is particularly 

proud of the fact that this honour has come to him in the Centenary Year of the Boys 

Brigade, through whose ranks he rose to become an officer. George comments, 'I do not 

think it incorrect to say that, but for my Brigade training, I would never have become 

President of the Burns Federation.' 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

As readers of this column will know by now, I like to give my Editorial an exotic 
flavour-and this is no exception. Last summer I was sitting on the front seat of a Katy 
bus, somewhere on the road between Muskogee and Krebs en route to Dallas. I wasn't 
'getting my kicks on Route Sixty-Six' which lay some way off to the northwest, but I was 
getting on fine on Route Sixty-Nine and chatting to the driver, as is my custom in these 
foreign parts. Across the aisle sat an elderly black gentleman who must have been in
trigued by my outlandish accent for, at a break in the conversation, he leaned over to me 
and enquired: 

'Say, mistuh. Where is y'all originated from?' 'Scotland', I replied. Without pausing he 
rejoined, 'Is that Scotland, California or Scotland, South Dakota?' I was so taken aback 
at this, having heard of neither place, that I answered, 'Neither-just Scotland. Scotland.' 
I could see by the way he furrowed his brow that this answer was not as enlightening as I 
had imagined, and he commented with a note of puzzlement in his voice: 'I ain't heard of 
no Scotland, Scotland!' 

The existence of these towns named after my native land was forcibly demonstrated 
some weeks after my return from America when postcards to my wife belatedly arrived 
with postmarks of California and South Dakota, whither they had been missent. As if to 
compound the error, relatives subsequently reported having received cards missent to 
Aberdeen (South Dakota again) and Glasgow, Kentucky. As if to add insult to injury the 
card intended for a relative in the Granite City had been endorsed 'Not known at Aber
deen, South Dakota-try Aberdeen, Washington.' 

To my mind this illustrates two things. First of all, it indicates the part which Scots have 
played in the development of the United States of America, a matter in which I take some 
pride; but, secondly, it shows a measure of insularity in the New World and an ignorance 
of that Old World whence so many of its placenames and institutions and cultural tradi
tions were derived. In Illinois they pronounce 'Elgin' as if it were spelled 'Eljin' and, to 
my utter chagrin, in Idaho they pronounce 'Mackay' as if it rhymed with 'motorway'. 
Virginia boasts towns named after Scotland's two largest cities, but while Glasgow is 
made to rhyme with 'cow', Edinburg (sic) has even changed its spelling. Scottish 
Americans please note: you will have an uphill struggle trying to educate your fellow 
countrymen. 

A few years ago, when the Annual Conference was about to take place in London, 
Ontario, I took the opportunity to write about the strong bonds that linked Scotland and 
Canada. The bonds that link Scotland and the United States are too numerous and all
pervasive to need a detailed catalogue. Scottish exports to America have been going on 
now for more than three centuries. Of late this has been taken to its logical conclusion and 
we have been re-importing Scottish exports, whether it be the controversial head of the 
coal industry or a ubiquitous chain of fast-food joints. 
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So, too, in the matter of Robert Burns. The oldest Burns club in North America, now 

affiliated to the Federation, the Burns Society of the City of New York, dates from 1871, 

but long before that there were active Burns clubs. There was a Burns club in Andover, 

Massachusetts in 1857 and undoubtedly clubs existed in Boston and New York even 

before that time, though I cannot trace any exact date for their foundation. When the 

centenary of the poet's birth was celebrated globally in 1859 no fewer than 61 anniversary 

celebrations were recorded as having taken place in every part of the United States, second 

only to England and far outnumbering the combined total for Ireland and the British 

Empire. On the evening of 25th January Scots from Adrian, Michigan to West Farms, 

New York sat down to a centenary dinner. They ranged from modest affairs to the 

mammoth celebration in New York's Cooper Institute where the renowned orator, the 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, delivered the 'Immortal Memory' before a multitude of over 

three thousand people. What the Boston Burns Club of the day lacked in numbers it more 

than made up in the quality of the fare, including a haggis 'which had been made for the 

occasion in the cottage in which Burns was born', and the principal speaker-none other 

than Ralph Waldo Emerson, the celebrated poet. Emerson referred to himself in a self

deprecatory manner as 'the worst Scotchman of all' before delivering a brilliant oration. I 

imagine that Emerson's Scottish blood was well diluted, but of his sincere admiration for 

Burns there can be no doubt. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was toasted in Baltimore and Barton, Maryland but the 

records are silent on the subject of Annapolis. Indeed, the Robert Burns Society of An

napolis is a mere infant of five years, but such are the vigour and enthusiasm of its 

members that it is already playing host to the Annual Conference. We in the Burns move

ment are indebted to them for their generosity and hospitality. As Editor of the Chronicle, 

in particular, I am indebted to my North American contributors. Such has been the 

embarras de richesse from the Western Hemisphere that this could easily have been an all

American number, but pressure of space means that some excellent articles from Kansas, 

Louisiana and Carolina (both North and South) must be held over till next year. 

Annapolis is, of course, best-known as the birthplace of the American Navy and in case 

there are any doubts as to who founded it I would refer you to the excellent article by 

James Urquhart, whose biography of John Paul Jones is also reviewed in these pages. A 

puritan settlement from 1649, the city got its present name in 1694, in honour of Princess 

(later Queen) Anne, and its colonial atmosphere is preserved to this day in the many fine 

old buildings of the downtown area, and street names like King George's, Prince 

George's, Hanover and Duke of Gloucester. The last time I was in Annapolis (in 1979) the 

bicentenary of John Paul Jones's victory at Flamborough was being celebrated. By the 

time these words are published it is the Scottish contribution to the brotherhood of man

kind that we shall be celebrating. 

11 NEWALL TERRACE JAMES A. MACKAY 

DUMFRIES, DGl ILN 
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OBITUARIES 

Mr. W. H. DUNLOP, M.B.E., B.A., M.A., C.A., J.P. 
Mr. W. H. Dunlop, who was elected an 
Honorary President of the Burns 
Federation at the Annual Conference at 
Dumfries, died suddenly on 20th October, 
1982. 

After a spell as an Accountant with Ayr 
County Council, 1932-35, Mr. Dunlop 
took over the family printing business of T. 
M. Gemmell & Son, and with it the Ayr 
Advertiser. The Advertiser was first 
produced by Wilson who had moved to 
Ayr from Kilmarnock, and it was at first 
printed on the same press as the Kilmar
nock Edition. 

Mr. Dunlop was a shy but prominent 
figure in the district, a Town Councillor for 
ten years, an all-round sportsman, and for 
many years a Steward of the Western 
Meeting Club, and a successful Owner. He 
became a Director of Ayr Ice Rink in 1960, 
and was, with John Watson, mainly 
responsible for the new Ice Rink. 

In this appreciation, it is his Burns 
connections that are important. 

The Dunlops of Doonside have been, in 
succession, Secretary and Treasurer to the 
Trustees of the Burns Monument since 
1870-father, son and grandson. In 1978 
Mr. Dunlop was made an Honorary 
Trustee to mark this extraordinary family 
service. 

Mr. Dunlop's first interests in the 
Cottage were its efficient running, the 
acquiring on behalf of the Trustees of any 
relics of Burns which could be got, and the 
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most satisfactory presentation of these 
relics to the public. 

As time went on, the surroundings had 
their effect on him, particularly when the 
late Sir James Fergusson was a Trustee, 
and he became more interested in Burns 
himself, and his character and his works, 
and when he retired he became much more 
involved. 

His interest became such, that in spite of 
his shyness in public speaking, he finally 
agreed to propose the 'Immortal Memory' 
at Alloway Burns Club. He chose the songs 
of Burns in their original settings. This was 
a most scholarly and interesting address, 
interspersed with numerous musical 
examples beautifully sung by Patti Dun
can. The Trustees of Burns Monument 
considered this address so important that 
they published it as a small booklet. 

Anyone who has visited the Cottage as 
part of a group will know that Mr. Dunlop 
went out of his way not only to be pleasant 
and helpful, but also to set out what he 
thought would be of particular interest to 
them. It was obvious that he knew every
thing under his charge, and could produce 
it if required, usually adding some special 
information or humorous anecdote. Those 
who are interested in Burns have lost a 
mine of learning and information, and a 
very good friend. 

Mr. Dunlop is survived by his widow, 
two daughters and a son, now the head of 
T. M. Gemmell & Son. 



THOMAS ANCIL McMILLAN 

Ayrshire lost one of its foremost Burnsians 
with the death on 29th January 1983 of Mr. 
Thomas Ancil McMillan, Laurelbank, 43 
South Hamilton Street, Kilmarnock. 

Tony, as he was known to his many 
friends, was a man of varied interests. He 
was a founder member and Honorary 
President of Hurlford Loco. Golf Club; 
also a member, with 30 years service, of the 
British Railways Ambulance Centre (St. 
Andrews). He was a very successful 
competitor in the Annual Festival of Music 
and Speech of Rail Staff Association for 
Scotland, entering classes for Burns 
readings, Scots Verse readings, Spon
taneous Speech, Chairmanship and Logical 
Grumbling and winning Certificates of 
Merit, Silver and Gold Medallions. 

But his over-riding passion was his 
interest in the life and works of Robert 
Burns. This interest was but a spark until 
on one occasion at work when his mate felt 
ill. While resting, he started to quote 
passages from the poet's work, in par
ticular 'Man was Made to Mourn'. Tony's 
interest was roused and when he got home 
he reached for his Burns book and began to 
learn some of the poems. The spark had 
burst into a flame which was to burn 
brightly for the remainder of his life. He 
was always pleased when asked to speak or 
recite at any function and would travel any 
distance to do so. He felt particularly 
honoured when, in 1967, he was invited to 
propose the 'Immortal Memory' at the 
Stonehaven (Fatherland) Burns Club. He 
was a member of several Burns Clubs in 
Ayrshire. He was President of the Cronies 
Burns Club, Kilmarnock from 1969 to 1979 
and Honorary President thereafter; and 
President of Ayrshire Association of Burns 
Clubs (1979-81) in which office he attended 
the Burns Federation Conference in 
Canada in 1979. 

When he retired in 1967, after 47 years 
service with British Rail, he devoted most 
of his leisure time to his beloved Bard, 
Robert Burns. Mr. McMillan is survived by 
his wife, Jean, who having succeeded him 
as President of the Cronies Club now 
carries on the work they did so well 
together. 

The photograph shows Tony reading a letter 
from Paris which was simply addressed to: Mr. 
T. A . McMillan, President, The Cronies Burns 
Club, Kilmarnock 681, Scotland, Grande 
Bretagne. It was from a Scot-living in Paris-to 
whom Tony had sent birthday greetings from the 
Club on the occasion of his 100th birthday. 
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ANDREW HOOD 
Former Secretary of Irvine Burns Club 

The description, conveyed by Robert Burns 
in his epistle to John Lapraik, of a MAN 
OF WORTH is how his many friends will 
remember Andrew Hood of Irvine. 

Only recently was Andrew appointed the 
African Delegate. 'Africs burning zone' 
figured greatly in Andrews life. He served 
in the Mau-Mau war in Kenya and was 
guardian of Jomo Kenyatta as he was 
flown into exile. While speaking to the 
Lagos club at their St. Andrews dinner he 
became stricken by the illness which 
hastened his early demise. 

The Irvine Burns club owes much to 
Andrew's stewardship and as a token of 
respect the directors have unveiled a 
memorial window in the club, (27th May 
1982). Inscribed to his memory this in
corporates stained glass vignettes of Burns, 
Jean Armour, The Cottage, The Brig 

O'Doon, the Memorial and the Auld Brig. 
These were the original glasses which 
adorned Lauder's banquetting suite in Kil
marnock incorporated by a young artist in 
stained glass into the design. 

His untimely death on 27th March at the 
age of 49 years was a profound shock to the 
many friends he made in business in the 
Royal Burgh of which he was a Burgess and 
Guild Brother and to the many from all 
over the world who met and respected him 
as fellow Burnsians. 

To his wife, son and daughter we extend 
our sympathy in their great loss. All will 
miss the 'Social freenly honest man' but 
none more so than those in need to whom 
he secretly extended a helping hand. 

'Tis he fulfills great nature's plan' 
The Burns movement mourns a worthy 

exponent. 

JOHN DAVISON BARBOUR 
Past President-Hon. Life Member-Winnipeg Burns Club 

It is said that 'The Scot is never at home 
until he is abroad'. This may have been 
said facetiously, but it appears that it was 
said half in fun and all in earnest. It is an 
indisputable fact that the transplanted Scot 
carries a deep love of his culture with him 
when he emigrates to another country or 
place. Hence the belief that any few Scots 
gathered together outside Scotland im
mediately organise a Burns Club, St. 
Andrew's Society or Caledonian Society. 
There is in all Scots a great quality of being 
adaptable to any circumstances. Consider 
for a few moments the huge number of 
Scots that have contributed to the building 
of Canada, starting with Sir John A. 
Macdonald, our first Prime Minister, and 
others too numerous to mention. Dwelling 
in the area around Dundonald Castle, in 
Ayrshire, John Barbour absorbed a great 
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deal of the history and folklore of 
Scotland. He speaks modestly of his an
cestors, back to the 14th century and 
recounts the periods of the 
'Killing Times'-the 'Covenanters' and 
'Clearances'. 

With these antecedents John Davison 
Barbour left his dearly beloved Scotland on 
the threshold of his manhood in 1921. By 
free choice he came to Canada, not looking 
for an easy life and well fortified to handle 
the strenuous labours that awaited him on 
the farms and forests of Canada. Perhaps 
he heard the call 'Go West Young Man, Go 
West'. He came to the very heart of 
Canada and took up farm work near 
Virden, Manitoba. There were no time 
clocks to punch or double overtime pay on 
Western farms. Rather, the last ounce of 
energy was expected, nay, demanded from 



hired hands. Field work consumed most of 
the daylight hours, but then there were the 
chores, not considered work by any means. 
Milking, hoeing the potato patch, mending 
harness, feeding stock and other somewhat 
enjoyable jobs were simple pleasant 
pastimes??? 

Not much field work is done on Western 
farms in wintertime. Consequently, John 
looked around for other work and turned 
to logging and lumbering in the forests of 
Northern Ontario. Here his mettle was 
again tested in different and equally 
strenuous labour. He learned to use a cant
hook and other tools of those trades for 
two winters. It was not very long before his 
other abilities were discovered and he was 
appointed Timekeeper and later, 
Paymaster. 

In 1925, John moved to Winnipeg and 
entered the service of the Canadian 
National Railways where his piping ability 
earned him a place in the Canadian 
National Railways Pipe Band. He was also 
enrolled in the Queen's Own Cameron 
Highlanders Reserve Pipe Band for eight 
years and Piping Instructor of their Cadet 
Pipe Band for ten years. His two sons were 
inducted into the fine art of piping and are 
both still active in this field. Neil Barbour 
has been official Piper of the Winnipeg 
Burns Club for many years and holds the 
rank of Pipe Major in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force Reserve Band. 

But 1933 was more significant in another 
sense, for it was in that year that he met his 
future wife, the charming Miss Grace 
Duffill, a prominent local church soloist. 
They were married in 1935 and by degrees 
entered into the social life of Winnipeg 
Scots, musical circles and theatricals. They 
sang in church choirs and latterly with the 
Winnipeg Senior Citizens Choir, in 
Winnipeg and on tours to Western cities, 
Regina, Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver 
and Saskatoon. In 1928, John entered the 
service of the Post Office until his retire
ment in 1967, as a Public Relations Of
ficer, to which he would be well suited by 
his congenial nature. 

John has served the Winnipeg Burns 
Club well and truly during three separate 
double terms as President and became a 
respected Hon. Life Member. During this 
time, a local TV station asked John to 
produce a thirty minute Scottish pro
gramme, near 25th January. He accepted 
the challenge and presented, with other 
members of the Club, a programme en
titled 'The Mystery of the Haggis' for the 
edification of the uninformed. This was 
quite successful and has been given several 
re-runs at the suitable date. He was in
strumental in securing the celebrated 
Scottish actor John Cairney to appear in 
Winnipeg in his 'Life of Robert Burns' 
before very appreciative audiences on two 
occasions. This netted a modest surplus for 
Club coffers. 

After retirement, Mr. and Mrs. Barbour 
spent several winter months in more 
salubrious climates, such as the Rio Grande 
Valley, Texas; White Rock and Victoria, 
B.C. 

Winnipeg has been labelled 'City of 
Rivers' because the Red River, Assiniboine 
and Seine, flow through the city. We have a 
saying here that anyone who tastes Red 
River water will come back, and the 
Harbours proved the truth of this, having 
settled here permanently. They enjoyed 
their summer cottage on Moose Lake, in 
the Lake of the Woods area of 
Southeastern Manitoba. 

In his early years, John was taught 
Presbyterianism and latterly a devoted 
member of the United Church of Canada, 
having served as Clerk of Session nine 
years. He was a member of Beaver 
Masonic Lodge No. 139, AF & AM, GRM; 
The Winnipeg St. Andrew's Society; and 
the Sons of Scotland Belevolent 
Association. John Barbour was a man of 
sterling qualities, strong moral beliefs, a 
devoted husband and father, a splendid 
example of good citizenship, a perfect 
friend, and by his love for his fellow man, 
proves 'We are a' Jock Tamson's bairns'. 
He passed away on 25th November 1982. 

JAMES TURNBULL 
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ANDREW SCOTT 

Ex-provost Andrew Scott, so disappointed at missing this year's 99th anniversary dinner 
of Cupar Burns Club, died on Saturday 22nd January, 1982 only hours after the con
clusion of the dinner at which an inscribed carriage clock had been presented to mark his 
21 years as President of the club. 

It was the first time he had missed the 
dinner in all his 21 years as President, and 
his membership had stretched much further 
back. 

The clock and the get well card, signed 
by all the guests present, were handed to 
Mr. Alex Farmer, the club treasurer, to 
pass on to the ex-Provost. 

Ex-Provost Scott became ill just before 
Christmas and then went to stay with his 
elder daughter, Dorothy, at Lundin Links. 

Later he moved to Glenrothes to be with 
his other daughter, Jean and her family, 
and it was at their home that he died. 

Friends who had visited him during his 
last days had reported that, while he had 
been weakened by illness, his mind had 
remained clear and alert. 

Ex-Provost Scott, was born in Cupar on 
24th May 1902. 

He carried on an agricultural engineer's 
business for almost seven years, under the 
name of Smith and Scott at Eden Place, 
Cupar. 

After the dissolution of the partnership 
in 1930, ex-Provost Scott joined J. B. W. 
Smith Ltd, agricultural engineers, Cupar, 
where he worked for 39 years before 
retiring in 1970. Before his retiral he was 
general engineering manager. 

It was in January, 1940, that ex-Provost 
Scott entered local government. 

In 1953 he succeeded Provost Brown as 
civic head of the town. At that time ex
Provost Scott was one of the longest
serving members on the council and he was 
proposed on the grounds of his 'long and 
ripe experience' together with a 'sustained 
interest in all things municipal'. He was 

12 

also noted for his shrewd, native wit and 
natural ability. 

From then until local government 
reorganisation in 1975 he held the office of 
Provost giving him the distinction of 
becoming Scotland's longest-serving civic 
head. He actually achieved that record in 
1972 when he was elected Provost for the 
seventh and last time. He became Cupar's 
longest serving Provost in 1965. 

One of his greatest honours came in 1973 
when he was given the Freedom of the 
Burgh-only the fifth time this century that 
the honour had been conferred. 

The previous year Provost Scott 
presented with a gift by the Town Council 
for 32 years' service to the local authority. 

When local government reorganisation 
took place, ex-Provost Scott stood for 
election to North East Fife District 
Council, and represented the Cupar North 
ward until his death. 

Aside from his council duties, his main 
interest was music, and from 1921 until 
1950 he was a member of Cupar Amateur 
Opera Company. 

He was an elder of the former St. 
Michael's Church for many years and then 
of Cupar Old Parish Church, a total of 43 
years and was the congregation's senior 
elder. 

He was an honorary member of Cupar 
Rotary Club for some years. He was a 
trustee of the former Cu par Savings Bank. 

As a result of his illness, ex-Provost 
Scott was unable to ring the bells of Cupar 
Old Parish Church to welcome the New 
Year. 



GEORGE M. HALLIDAY 

The president of Perth Burns Club, George M. Halliday, died suddenly on 26th January, 

1983, only four days after he had presided at the Club's annual dinner. Indeed, he had 

been speaking on Burns at a meeting of the Perth Probus Club just a couple of hours 

before his death. 
A dedicated Burnsian, George was one of the Perth club's delegates at the 1981and1982 

Federation Conferences and was a past chieftain of the Kinross Jolly Beggars club. 

Married with three sons, he was an elder of Perth Congregational Church and for many 

years was actively involved in the Scout movement. Although George had not enjoyed the 

best of health in recent years, he bore this burden with great strength and his passing has 

been a sad loss to the Perth Burns Club. 

HERITAGE 

Whan Puirtish had Gaelic and Greek in oor land, 
ae Chief aince wad hae only sodgers wi Gaelic; 

A pride in twa tongues gied us richness in mind, 
oor ladies made sangs in a Lallans majestic. 

We've nane noo but sheep wha nae !anger daur bleat, 
unless in the English they're eident at learnin; 

It's waur nor thae days no that very Jang syne 
whan dugs at the Coort were aa yowlin in German. 

Fae Historie's dawn, we've had men o clear sicht 
wha kent it was smeddum that built a strang nation, 

Whaur Seanachaidhs treasured in Eden' sweet speech 
The wale o the tales that aye cry inspiration. 

The language o Barbour, Dunbar an o Burns, 
o Stevenson, Scott, C. M. Grieve an Blin Harry 

nae langer has place in oor schules whaur it's deemed 
Owre vulgar a burden for weans noo tae carry. 

We're born an we're married, syne happit an clay, 
an maist o's will traivel that gait, culture crinin: 

It's gey near that morn whan oor lugs will ding sair 
wi scorn fae oor bairns owre twa tongues they are tinin. 

D. N. M. PATON 

JAMES S. ADAM 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Putting the Record Straight 
THE ART OF ROBERT BURNS, edited by R. D. s. Jack and Andrew Noble. Vision and 
Barnes and Noble. pp.240. £13.95. 

This is a compilation album, if one may 
borrow the jargon of the contemporary 
pop scene, consisting of nine essays on 
various aspects of our national poet. The 
avowed aim of the editors is to strip away 
'so much of the falsity surrounding Burns' 
and in this they have largely succeeded. In 
exercises of this sort, however, there is 
often a tendency to go to the other extreme 
and some of the contributions, most 
notably Alan Bold's 'Robert Burns: Super
Scot', are unduly iconoclastic. According 
to Mr. Bold, Burns's entire life 'was an 
astonishing exercise in role-playing', 
displaying extraordinary expertise in the 
art of mass communication. It is un
deniable that Burns was adept at playing up 
the angle of the 'heaven-taught ploughboy' 
and exploitillg his humble birth and lack of 
education-neither as humble nor 
unlettered as he liked to make out-in 
implanting 'a sense of guilt in others who 
could expiate their sins by bestowing 
patronage on the unfortunate poet'. 
'Without Burns', he adds, 'Scotland would 
be a poorer place, a country devoid of a 
nationally symbolic life-force; without the 
uncritical adulation of Burns, Scotland 
would be a richer place.' 

The notion that Burns was a complex 
mixture of the radical and would-be 
bourgeois gentilhomme lies at the heart of 
John C. Weston's examination of the 
poet's satire and radicalism, arguing that 
'he was always a dangerous man, always a 
radical, powerful, extremist force, 
although near the end established power 
compelled him to modulate his voice.' G. 
Scott Wilson concentrates on the ups and 
downs of the poet's image over the past 
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two centuries and makes some interesting 
and novel comparisons with personalities 
of our own time, such as Elvis Presley and 
Muhammed Ali. Again, Wilson examines 
in some detail the manner in which Burns 
assiduously cultivated his images (the 
plural is used deliberately), in the fur
therance of his literary career or 
professional advancement. This explains 
the two principal ingredients in the con
tradictory myth of the 'man of feeling' 
(vide the Clarinda-Sylvander corres
pondence) and the brutal Machismo and 
male chauvinist piggery, as revealed in the 
notorious 'Horse Litter' letter to Robert 
Ainslie. Of course, posterity has played 
some part in the weaving of the legend of 
the pious peasant, the solid bourgeois, the 
roistering drunkard and the lothario, but, 
as Wilson demonstrates, Burns was not 
backward in the fabrication of these myths 
when it suited him. 

Less controversial, perhaps, is the 
examination by Catarina Ericson-Roos of 
Burns and the influence of Calvinism and 
pre-Reformation traditions on his attitudes 
towards women. R. D. S. Jack himself con
tributes a highly thoughtful essay on Burns 
and bawdry, dealing with 'roughness, 
coarseness and sensuality, while showing 
that these elements in his personality could 
also find inspired poetic expression'. The 
robust vigour of the bawdy poems has, as a 
result of the largely puritanical outlook in 
Scotland in the century following the poet's 
death, been obscured. Not only are 'many 
of his finest songs and verses of that type', 
says Jack, 'but ... a thorough reading of 
The Merry Muses ... serves to demon
strate that Burns did not always improve 



through purifying, while it also helps the 
reader to pick up innuendoes in the 'respec
table' versions, undreamt of by those who 
have not looked at the sources.' For-

tunately two other books reviewed below 
provide the opportunity for such a re
appraisal. 

Frank and Fundamentally Humorous 
THE MERRY MUSES OF CALEDONIA, by Robert Burns, edited by James Barke and Sydney 

Goodsir Smith. Macdonald Publishers, Edgefield Road, Loanhead, Midlothian. pp. 223. 

£6.95 
Following his magnificent pentalogy on the 

life of Burns, James Barke had produced a 
new and fully comprehensive edition of the 
poet's more arcane, erotic works. Unthink
able twenty years ago, such a volume 
contains little that would genuinely seem 
offensive in these more permissive or 
enlightened times. Even now, there are 
some ardent admirers of Burns to whom 
the Merry Muses is forbidden fruit. One of 
my mentors, a veteran Burnsian of many 
years' standing, urged me against 

reviewing this book, and his reproof is 

ringing in my unrepentent ears even yet. 
Scottish bawdry, of which this is the finest 
exposition, has many peculiar charac
teristics, the pawky, pithy element 
predominating. As Barke says in his pre
face: 'It is extremely frank-and it is 
fundamentally humorous and hence 
humanistic. It is extremely vigorous and, if 
it can be said to smell, it smells on the 
whole like the not unpleasant smell of 
horse droppings. It reeks of the stable 
rather than the urinal.' 

BAWDY VERSE AND FOLKSONGS, written and collected by Robert Burns, introduced by 

Magnus Magnusson. Papermac, 4 Little Essex Street, London, WC2R 3LF. pp. 152. 

£3.95. 

This is, in essence, a paperback edition of 
the Merry Muses which originally appeared 
in hardback under the imprint of W. H. 
Allen in 1965, but it is primarily of value 
on account of the perceptive introduction 
provided by Magnus Magnusson. An 
Icelander educated in Edinburgh, he is 
sufficiently detached from Scotland, while 
at the same time intimately connected with 
this country, to be able to put the bawdry 
of Burns in a proper perspective, in the 
context of the Scottish national character, 
both in Burns' time and at the present day. 
Burns was undoubtedly an avid collector of 
folksongs and poetic fragments and a high 
proportion of these came into the category 
of bawdry. Many of these he subsequently 
cleaned up for publication in his own life
time, often furnishing new verses or subtly 
altering the original. Other songs were 
either collected or composed primarily for 
the benefit of the Crochallan Fencibles, 

that convivial drinking club of which Burns 
was such an ardent adherent. Burns never 
intended that this collection of indecent 
songs should be published. Ironically all 
printed editions stem from the original 
pirated version published in 1800, of which 
only a solitary copy now survives. 
Although scholars have argued, and 
continue to argue, over this collection it is 
now generally accepted that Burns was the 
author of at least half of them and the 
editor cum collector of all the rest. Magnus 
Magnusson adds: 'We live in a less con
strained society now, one in which the 
value of bawdry as a social and sexual 
safety valve is recognised. Risque jokes are 
now acceptable in polite, mixed company 
as long as they are clever rather than blue. 
But whatever the literary or poetic merit of 
these bawdy ballads of Burns, they are 
indispensable to a proper understanding of 
the poet and his many-sided personality.' 
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A Rhymer-like by Chance 
MY A WKWART MUSE, by William Speirs. Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club, 538 
Kedleston Road, Derby, DE3 2NG. pp. 24. £1.50 post free. 

This slim volume contains about 30 poems 
and short pieces, in English and Lallans, by 
William Speirs who takes his title, complete 
with idiosyncratic spelling, from Burns' 
epistle to John Lapraik-an allusion to the 
awkward habit of the muse of poetry 
creeping up on one at unlikely and in
convenient moments, when the poet must 
always be ready to jot down the odd line or 
two before they vanish from his mind. The 
poems cover a wide range of topics, mainly 
contemporary, and often referring to the 
Derby Scottish Association and Burns 

Club, its members and their doings. It 
provides yet another example of the 
Scottish habit of re-telling biblical stories 
with a sly dig at contemporaries. The book 
is lavishly illustrated by George Sturges, 
serving to underline the wit of the poems 
themselves. Not only is this an entertaining 
little book but the proceeds from its sales 
are going to the Jean Armour Burns 
Homes at Mauchline, so you can enjoy 
yourself and serve a good cause at the same 
time. 

America's Greatest Seaman-Nithsdale's 
Greatest Son 

JOHN PAUL JONES, 1776-1976, Bicentennial Salute and Souvenir from Great Britain, by 
James Urquhart, 'Sangspiel', 35 Rosemount Street, Dumfries, DG2 7AF. pp. 130 + viii. 
£8.50 + 50p postage ($17 .00 in US currency). 

As its title suggests, this book was 
originally planned as a tribute to the 
memory of John Paul Jones in Bicen
tennial Year and doubtless James Urquhart 
could fill a book with the saga of the pro
duction of this work, and the inordinate 
and intolerable delays to which he was 
subjected-but that is another story. In the 
end, this biography of the Father of the 
American Navy has appeared in time for 
the bicentenary of the conclusion of the 
War of Independence. 

The rather strange appearance of the 
book-it uncannily resembles a scrap-book 
of press-cuttings-and the somewhat dis
jointed arrangement of its contents on that 
score should not put the reader off, for it 
contains a fascinating piece of detective 
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work and highly original research into the 
early life and turbulent career of John 
Paul, the gardener's son from Arbigland 
on the Nith estuary who became the 
progenitor of arguably the world's most 
powerful navy. Mr. Urquhart's story does 
not end with Jones's death in 1792 but 
traces the sordid wrangling among his 
descendants over his personal effects and, 
the subsequent tracking down of his relics, 
and ends with an account of the Bicen
tennial celebrations in general, and the 
events of recent years concerning the 
memory of John Paul Jones in particular. 
An excellent Foreward is provided by 
Admiral Sir Nigel Henderson, Chairman 
of the NATO Military Committee, 1968-
71. 



Fuelling the Burns Industry 
INTRODUCING ROBERT BURNS, Hrs LIFE AND POETRY, by Tamas McDonald and David 
Daiches. Macdonald Publishers, Edgefield Road, Loanhead, Midlothian. pp. 96. £3.95. 

Of the making of books about Burns there 
is seemingly no end. This present volume 
belongs not so much in the coffee-table 
category as in the pot-boiler class, since the 
first part, by Tamas McDonald, tells us 
nothing new either about the poet or about 
the world he lived in, while the second part, 
is an entirely predictable selection of the 

more obvious poems by Professor Daiches. 
All that can be said in its favour is that it is 
nicely put together, with a colour reproduc
tion on the cover of Williams' painting of 
Burns's Cottage, Alloway, and the poems 
selected by Professor Daiches have the 
merit of the English glossary alongside. 

Facts are Cheels that winna Ding 

One of the encouraging trends of recent 
years has been the increasing amount of 
time given on radio and television to Burns 
each January. The media really excelled on 
25th January 1983 when I counted up a 
score of programmes wholly or partially 
devoted to the Bard. Your Editor personaly 
took part in three of these events, from an 
outrageously early stint on 'Good Morning 
Scotland' to an airing on Border Look
around at a more civilised hour. BBC 2 had 
Russell Harty cavorting at Culzean Castle 
with Moira Anderson, Andrew 
Cruikshank, Fulton Mackay and Bill 
Simpson in what looked vaguely like a 
tartan version of Dr. Findlay's Casebook 
but was probably intended as a rather up
market Burns Nicht. On BBC 1 Jean 
Redpath rendered a personal selection of 
Burns' best-loved songs, and a few of the 
less well-known, forby. On radio there was 
a veritable feast. Radio 4 had Norman 
McCaig hosting a Burns' Night Celebra
tion, while Radio Scotland offered a 
programme of music with Robin Hall and 
the children of Holyrood Secondary 
School, Glasgow (4.30 pm) and 'Friends of 
the Poet'-a get-together in the poet's 
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favourite howff, the Globe Inn, Dumfries 
(8.20 pm). On Radio Clyde there was 'The 
Awkward Squad', a dramatised version of 
events between the death and funeral of 
Burns, the title coming from the poet's own 
epithet for the militia regiment in which he 
had served as a volunteer. Even the high
brow Radio 3 jumped on the bandwagon 
with three Haydn sonatas composed as 
musical settings to Burns' poems, and over 
on the rival Radio 2 Gloria Hunniford 
celebrated Burns Nicht rather improbably 
from Cannes on the French Riviera! 

For me, however, the highlight of Burns 
Night was the programme on BBC 1, 
chaired by quizmaster extraodinaire 
Magnus Magnusson, with questions 
devised by Professor David Daiches who 
was close at hand to provide arbitration 
should the contestants argue over the 
answers (as, indeed, some of them did). 
The programme got off to a typical start 
with an argument (off-camera) between the 
Chairman and the Expert over the spelling 
of the key-word in the title. Everyone, it 
seems, was out of step on this, moving 
Magnus to explain to the viewers that 
'David has checked fifty million sources 
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and assures me that "Cheels" is how Burns 
spelled it.' 

'Facts are Cheels that Winna Ding' was 
the brain-child of producer Charles Nairn 
who conceived it as an evening of entertain
ment with edification, if not education. 
This required two teams, known as Lochlie 
and Mossgiel, each comprising a captain (a 
Scot allegedly well-versed in the bard, his 
life and works) a pupil of Ayr Academy, 
and a foreign Burnsian. Originally Charles 
had hoped for a brace of Russians but this 
part of the programme seemed set to 
founder in a swamp of red-tape and 
bureaucratic bloodymindedness of un
surpassed depths. In the end he settled for 
Dietrich Strauss, a German schoolmaster, 
lecturer in Scottish studies at Mainz Uni
versity and an authority on Burns' erotic 
poetry, and Diana Van Dijk, a Dutch 
teacher of English literature whose mother 
hails from Broughty Ferry and who did her 
thesis on the influence of Burns in Dutch 
poetry. 

The native element of the Lochlie team 
consisted of Dr. Tom McAllister, one of 
the country's leading microbiologists and a 
consultant at the Sick Children's Hospital, 
Glasgow, the proud possessor of a l 2th 
century castle in the heart of the Burns 
Country and a seemingly inexhaustible 
fund of hospital anecdotes which he is 
currently putting into book form in the 
hope of doing for medicine what our 
compatriot James Herriot has done for 
veterinary science. He was partnered for 
the occasion by Diana Van Dijk and John 
Shields, an 18 year-old Sixth Former, a 
sergeant in the Boys Brigade and winner of 
numerous awards for Burns singing and 
recitation. 

The Mossgiel team consisted of Dietrich 
Strauss, myself and 15 year-old Fiona 
Dunsmore. 

The programme was divided into two 
parts. The first, filmed on location the pre
vious November, took the Scottish teams 
stravaiguing over the length and breadth of 
the land on consecutive days. Incredibly, 
though filming had been planned weeks 
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ahead, we got the only two sunny days in 
the entire month. Promptly at nine o' clock 
on a Monday morning, Fiona and I met in 
the lobby of BBC headquarters in Edin
burgh-not exactly my idea of the Burns 
Country, but after all the poet had spent 
some of the most important months of his 
life there. At the BBC we were handed an 
envelope which contained a cryptic note: 
'To our brave contestants, Good morning! 
Your driver's name is Jim McBeth. We are 
waiting for you in the back court of the 
house where Robert Burns met Walter 
Scott. There the music will tell you where 
the singer left dry land ... ' 

We piled into our limousine and I asked 
Jim to take us to Sciennes House. I should 
explain that we had been told that, 
although the cross-country exercise would 
be timed on a stop-watch, the driver had 
been instructed to take the same time 
between the various check-points. I found 
this thought comforting as we made several 
attempts to find Sciennes House, our driver 
being a Glaswegian and not well 
acquainted with the streets of Edinburgh. 
Most of the people we stopped to ask 
appeared to be American tourists enjoying 
an out-of-season visit to Auld Reekie. 
Eventually we found the right building and 
then had six attempts at running through 
the close into the back green before the 
cameraman and his sound recordist had 
mastered the art of moving swiftly back
wards without cannoning into each other 
or the closemouth. As viewers of the pro
gramme will have observed, I had the 
greatest difficulty in finding my way out of 
the back court. This was an 'out-take' 
rather sneakily inserted at a late date. 
Fortunately it did not show the confronta
tion with a bewildered housewife into 
whose kitchen I stumbled while trying to 
make a speedy getaway. 

I should have mentioned that at each 
check-point there was a cassette recorder 
containing a Burns song with a musical 
clue. Even if we didn't recognise the answer 
right off, the producer assured us that we 
would get the answer somewhere in the 



song. While we were trying to find Sciennes 
House Fiona and I pondered the clue about 
the singer leaving dry land. There is only 
one song which fits that bill-'Go fetch to 
me a pint o' wine'-whose fifth line men
tions the boat rocking at the pier o' Leith. 
The glass aperture on the recorder showed 
a tape very conveniently captioned with 
that song. Having had our hunch con
firmed there was really no need to press the 
Play button but we thought it better to go 
through the motions. As soon as the 
melody started, however, I said 
precipitately 'It must be the pier o' Leith' 
and off we sped, much to the consternation 
of the producer who is probably still con
vinced that we peeked at his script! When 
Tom and John did this the following day 
the glass aperture had been masked so that 
they could not read the song title. 

From the filmed programme it is clear 
that Tom and John took a great deal more 
time over each clue, forgetting that speed 
was supposedly the name of the game. Tom 
expounded to John at great length on the 
origins of the song, asserting that it had 
been written for Clarinda before her 
departure to Jamaica. So convinced was he 
of this that he, too, did not play it through 
at first but ordered the driver to take them 
to Greenock. He was restrained in the nick 
of time and told to play the tape through to 
get the right clue. On the actual night of the 
programme David Daiches took delight in 
dinging this particular cheel, stating that 
the song had nothing at all to do with 
Clarinda (who had, in fact, departed from 
Greenock on the Roselle in January 1792) 
but was a Jacobite song composed by 
Burns some years earlier. 

The pier o' Leith may have been a 
picturesque place in Burns' day but Leith 
Docks is now a warren of wharves and we 
got hopelessly lost trying to find the way 
out. Having located the camera team and 
recorder, I inadvertently pressed the wrong 
button, erased most of the song and 
sabotaged the opposing team the following 
day. The strains of 'Scots wha Hae' had us 
scooting off on the double towards 

Bannockburn. Jim, our redoubtable 
chauffeur, missed the turning off the 
motorway and we had to double back 
through the lunchtime traffic of Stirling. 
Even so, we arrived at the Bannockburn 
Visitors' Centre to find the place deserted. 
A horrible thought struck me. Perhaps we 
should have gone to the Wallace 
Monument instead-but no, the song, 
though not actually mentioning Ban
nockburn, is occasionally referred to as 
Robert Bruce's March to Bannockburn. 
Fiona and I wandered all over the monu
ment and were on our way back to the car 
park when a couple of duffel-coated 
figures came running round the corner of 
the nearby hostelry. The camera crew, 
having miscalculated our time of arrival, 
had repaired therein for liquid sustenance. 

The tape-recording on this occasion was 
the opening recitativo from Love and 
Liberty otherwise known as the Jolly 
Beggars, Poosie Nansie's being the clue to 
the inn of that name in Mauchline. After 
lunch we gave the camera crew a half-hour 
head start before we set off down the 
motorway towards Glasgow and the Burns 
Country. In Mauchline we again missed the 
turn-off and drove right through the 
village. Even so, we did it again. We were 
on our way out of Poosie Nansie's when we 
ran into the cameramen on their way in. 
Mine host had forgotten to set the stop
watch that morning and by the time the 
cameras, sound recording equipment, 
lights and miles of cable had been installed 
time had become meaningless anyway. To 
heighten the sense of drama we were 
required to sprint across the tiny room 'ben 
the hoose', grab the stop-watch on a table 
and press the button. After a lengthy 
conference, it was decided that Fiona 
should have the honour of stopping the 
watch with myself breathing down her 
neck. Easier said than done. I assure you it 
is very difficult to sprint across a tiny room 
crowded with television technicians, 
producers, assistants, gaffers, grips and 
assorted hangers-on, without tripping over 
cables and crashing into arc lights. After 
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the twelfth 'take' we eventually got some
thing usable. The closing shot was sup
posed to be of me holding the stop-watch. 
In the event one of the hangers-on posed 
with the watch in close-up, so I can truth
fully say that when it came to a close-up of 
my hand I had to use a stunt-man. 

The studio part of the programme was 
filmed before a live audience at the BBC's 
palatial premises in Queen Margaret Drive, 
Glasgow, early in January. We arrived 
four hours before the programme was due 
to be televised and this gave us a chance to 
meet the opposing team and the foreign 
participants, as well as the presenter and 
Professor Daiches. Over a buffet meal we 
had a rehearsal, with Magnus posing 
specimen questions. Fiona alone got the 
answer right and far from setting our 
minds at rest this exercise merely shattered 
what remained of our confidence. To be 
sure, the questions were those which even 
the producer had found obscure, consisting 
mainly of esoteric allusions in the letters 
rather than the poems of Burns. In the 
event, the questions thrown at us under the 
stern eye of the camera were tough enough. 

In the studio itself the two teams were 
ranged on either side of the Chairman and 
the Expert. Between the two sections of the 
audience stood the members of the folk 
group Ossian who provided the musical 
introduction and ending and played Burns 
songs on which questions were set. One of 
the songs was 'Hey, ea' thro', a Fife 
Fishers' song, and one of the questions was 
what did the title mean. No one had a clue 
but Tom, as an inspired guess, suggested 
that it referred to pulling in the nets. 
Magnus shook his head and said it 
probably referred to drawing the boats up 
on the beach at the end of the day, and 
turned to the Expert for comment. 
Professor Daiches expanded on this theme, 
but then concluded, with disarming 
frankness, that as the phrase literally 
meant merely 'work away' he supposed it 
could mean anything. To which Tom 
promptly retorted, 'Well, why set such a 
silly question in the first place?' Regret-
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tably this bit of repartee was cut from the 
edited version! 

Another song was 'Lady Onlie, Honest 
Lucky'-a snip for me, having recently 
studied the poet's Highland Tour in depth. 
To the question, 'Where was the song 
collected' I replied Aberdeenshire, then 
hurriedly corrected this to Banffshire, 
because of the reference to 'Bucky' in the 
second line. I was only given one mark for 
this answer, and Professor Daiches 
commented that Buckie was on the Moray 
Firth and nowhere near Aberdeenshire. It 
has been little consolation to me to learn 
subsequently from irate Burnsians in the 
north-east that I was right first time, that 
'Bucky' in this context is Buchan and not 
Buckie. 

So, it seems, facts are cheels (or chiels) 
that will be dinged-or is it dung? 

Two things impressed me immensely 
about the programme. One was the depth 
of the knowledge which our two youthful 
contestants possessed. When I was at 
school Burns was an obligatory subject 
crammed into us willy-nilly. Nowadays 
Burns and his poetry are an optional 
subject and this more liberal approach, I 
think, makes for a better appreciation in 
the up and coming generation of Burn
sians. Secondly, I was overwhelmed by the 
erudition of the European contestants 
whose deep knowledge of the works of 
Burns was coupled by an understanding of 
the subtleties of Lowland Scots of which 
many Scots themselves are blissfully 
ignorant. To take part in a quiz programme 
is a severe enough test of nerve and wits, 
but to do so in a foreign language-that 
takes some doing. 

Already the BBC are working on a pro
gramme for Burns Night 1984, but I am 
relieved to report that this will not be a 
quiz. Instead, it is being planned as a 
medley of songs and poems against the 
scenery associated with them, throughout 
the changing seasons of the year. 

J.A.M. 



BURNS QUIZ 
For the benefit of those who were attending 
anniversary dinners and did not see the 
programme 'Facts are Cheels that Winna 
Ding', and those living outwith Scotland 
whose TV had matters of lesser importance 
to screen instead, the questions are given 
here, with the answers on page 91. Score 
two points for a correct answer and one for 
a near miss and see how you compare with 
the experts of the Lochlie (L) and Mossgiel 
(M) teams whose marks are given in 
parenthesis after each question. 
1. 'Of a' the airts the wind can blaw 

I dearly like the west' 
Why did Burns write this? (L 0) 

2. 'O, once I lov'd a bonie lass, 
Ay, and I love her still!' 
Of whom did Burns write this? (L 2) 

3. 'Willie brewed a peck o' maut' 
Who was Willie? (L 0) 

4. 'Thou's welcome wean! Mishanter fa' 
me'. 
Who was the wean? (M 2) 

5. 'Ae fond kiss and then we sever' 
Who were we? (M 2) 

6. In Auld Lang Syne are the lines: 
'And surely ye'll be your pint-stowp! 
And surely I'll be mine!' 
What does this mean? (M 2) 

7. In the Address to the Deil Burns has 
four names for him: 
'Auld Hornie, Satan, Nick, or---' 
What was the fourth? (L 2) 

8. In To a Louse, Burns refers to 'Miss's 
fine Lunardi' 
What was a Lunardi? (L 1) 

9. 'A guid New Year I wish thee, Maggie' 
Who was she? (L 1) 

10. To whom did Burns refer when he 
wrote 
'A chield's amang you takin' notes, 
And faith he'll prent it! (M 2) 

11. What was the name of Tam o' 
Shanter's wife? (M 2) 

12. 'His hair, his size, his mouth, his lugs, 
Shew'd he was nane o' Scotland's 
dogs.' 
Who was he? (M 2) 

13. Who built the cottage at Alloway? 
(L 2) 

14. What was the original price of the 
Kilmarnock Edition? (L 1) 

15. Who was the friend from Mauchline 
with whom Burns lodged in Baxter's 
Close, Edinburgh? (L 0) 

16. What office did Burns hold in the 
Tarbolton Masonic Lodge? (M 2) 

17. In The Ranting Dog, the Daddie o't, 
what does Burns refer to the cutty 
stool as? (M 0) 

18. What was the age of Walter Scott 
when he met Burns? (M 1) 

19. On 17th December 1788, in a letter to 
Mrs. Dunlop of Dunlop, Burns wrote, 
'Light be the turf on the breast of the 
heaven-inspired poet who composed 
this glorious fragment.' 
To what was he referring? (L 2) 

20. On 27th October 1787, in a letter to 
the Rev. John Skinner, Burns wrote, 
'There's a work going on here ... 
What work was this? (M 2) 

21. On lOth July 1796 Burns wrote to Mrs. 
Dunlop: 
'An illness that has long hung about 
me in all probability will speedily send 
me beyond that bourne whence no 
traveller returns.' 
What was his illness? (L 2) 

22. In his autobiographical letter to Dr. 
Moore, 1787 Bums mentions 'a 
charming Fillette, who lived next door 
to the school, over-set my 
trigonometry, and set me off in a 
Tangent from the sphere of my 
studies.' 
Who was she? (M 2) 

Regarding the song 'Hey Ca' Thro': 
23. In which region of Scotland was it set? 

(M 2) 
24. What kind of people sang it? (L 2) 
25. What does Ca' Thro' mean? (L 1) 
The European contestants recited a poem 
of Burns in their own language, which the 
native Scots in the opposing team had to 
guess. 
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26. Dietrich Strauss recited Freiligrath's 
translation: 
'Trotzt allerdem und allerdem 
Trotzt niederem Plack und allerdem. 
Der Rang is das der Prage n ur, 
Der Mann das Gold trotzt allerdem.' 
(L 2) 

27. Diana Van Dijk recited Jaap van 
Lennep's translation: 
'Mijn wijfje is my trouw; 
Ik dee! haar met niemand; 
Ik kus niemands vrouw 
En mijn vrouw kust niemand.' (M 2) 

Regarding the song, Lady Onlie, Honest 
Lucky: 
28. Where was Burns when he came upon 

the original? (M I) 
29. In what year was it written down? 

(M2) 
30. Whom did Burns address when he 

wrote: 
'That I for poor auld Scotland's sake 
Some usefu' plan or book could 
make.' (LO) 

31. To whom did Burns refer when we 
wrote: 
'Such a parcel of rogues in a nation.' 
(M2) 

32. 'The minister kiss't the fiddler's 
wife-

He could na preach for thinkin o't!' 
What is the title of the song? (L 0) 

33. In the song, John Anderson my Jo, 
what does 'jo' mean? (M 2) 

In the song Yestreen I had a Pint of Wine: 
34. Where did he have that pint of wine? 

(M2) 
35. Who was the Anna referred to in this 

song? (L2) 
36. 'O Lord, since we have feasted thus 

Which we so little merit, 
Let Meg now take the flesh away, 
And Jock bring in the spirit.' 
Where was the feast for which this 
grace was written? (L 1) 

37. Who wrote of the dying poet: 
'I was struck with his appearance on 
entering the room. The stamp of death 
was printed on his features.' (M 2) 

38. 'And by that dear Kilbagie! 
If e'er ye want, or meet wi' scant, 
May I ne'er weet my craigie!' 
Who sang this? (L 1) 

39. 'Leeze me on drink! it gies us mair 
Than either school or college; 
It kindles wit, it waukens !ear, 
It pangs us fu' o' knowledge.' 
From which poem do these lines 
come? (MO) 

Afore ye go . .. remember the Houses! 
by John Riddell 

The sound of a gallon whisky bottle 
breaking did not in the least upset mine 
host of the Jean Armour Lounge, Paul 
Waterson; in fact, he was delighted. That 
particular bottle was not holding fast John 
Barleycorn, but money; to be exact, 
£109.41 and it was all bound for the Jean 
Armour Burns Houses in Mauchline. The 
purpose? To pay for the 1982 Christmas 
Party for the residents in the Houses. 

The bottle was supplied by Bells Scotch 
Whiskey sales executive, Billy Gallacher. 
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That's not too surprising, for Bells are well 
known in Perth for their charity and 
community work. Their record in these 
fields is one of which they are rightly 
proud. 

To mark the occasion, and to show the 
gratitude of the Glasgow and District 
Burns Association, who own and ad
minister the Houses, President Douglas 
Burgess presented Paul Waterson with a 
framed picture of the Houses. The picture 
now hangs in the gantry of the Lounge. 



--·-· Picture shows left to right; Bill Graham, JVP, G&DBA, 
George Anderson, President, The Burns Federation, 
Billy Gallacher, Sales Executive, Bells of Perth, 
Paul Waterson, mine host of the Jean Armour Lounge, 
David White, G&DBA Committee member and Douglas Burgess, President, G&DBA. 

The people who donated a second bottle- collected his medal ... and raised many 

this was in place before the official hundreds of pounds for Multiple Sclerosis. 

breaking of the first bottle!-can now see As well as David White, the Association 
what the Houses look like. is greatly indebted to Paul Waterson. We 

David White, fund raiser supreme, is the all know that the name of Burns is used in 

link between the Association and Paul various ways, with no return to our 

Waterson. David was in training for the movement, at any level. But Paul has used 

first Glasgow Marathon when the bottle the name of Robert's Bonnie Jean and 

was broken but he did have a small dram to remembered those who dwell in the shade 

celebrate. It seems not to have affected his of her name in Mauchline, today. 
training, for David 'walked' the route, 

BI-CENTENARY OF KILMARNOCK EDITION 
A Kilmarnock Journalist, Mr. John Malkin, is looking for information on the life and 

times of John Wilson, printer of the famous Kilmarnock First Edition in 1786. Mr. 

Malkin, 8 Alder Place, Kilmarnock (tel. 24756) is working on a biography of Wilson for 

publication in the bi-centenary year 1986. Information, especially about descendants will 

be welcome. 
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PERSONALITY 
PARADE 

The Gangrel Bodies were formed in 1971 by six 
members of the Kilmarnock Dramatic Club in 
order to provide some of the entertainment at 
Burns Suppers. They took their name from 
Burns' cantata, the Jolly Beggars: 

Ae nicht, at e'en, a merry core 
O' randie gangrel bodies 
In Poosie Nansie's held the splore . 

Since then they have given a great deal of time 
and thought to the kind of material which they 
should present and have now crystallised their 
repertoire and talents into two main aims. The 
first is the wider understanding and greater 
appreciation of Scottish Literature, Art and 
Drama; and the second is the perpetuation of the 
'guid Scots tongue'. An account of their par
ticipation in the First International Festival of 
Scottish Art, Music and Drama in Annapolis, 
Norfolk and Kilmarnock (Virginia) in 1981 ap
peared in the 1983 Chronicle. 

In the photograph opposite, the line-up is 
(back row): Ian Mathewson, Margaret Ireland 
and Jack Ireland; (front row) : Charlotte Mc
Crone, Alistair Ferguson and Anne Anderson. 

Margaret Ireland is a supervisor in the 
Kilmarnock branch of Boot's, Britain's largest 
chain of chemists (drugstores). As if this were 
not a sufficiently onerous calling she is also the 
wife of the Heid Gangrel. She has a fine singing 
voice too. 

Anne Anderson, in working for a chain of 
music stores, spends some of her time selling 
musical instruments and the rest of it training the 
staff in other branches in the West of Scotland . 
Anne is married to Tom and they have a 
daughter, Lois. 

Charlotte Mccrone is a full-time housewife 
who nevertheless succeeds in devoting much of 
her time and talents to the benefit of the Town 
Twinning Association in Kilmarnock. The town 
has a community link with Herstal (Belgium), 
Kulmbach (Germany) and Aries (France) . 
Charlotte's husbanc is Hugh and their children 
are Margot and Douglas. 

Jack Ireland is a retired local government 
officer, having served as Kilmarnock's In
formation Officer for a number of years . The 
Gangrels were Jack's brainchild, and it is 
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through his efforts that they undertook their first 
recital in 1971. He is a man of many talents, not 
the least of which is his skill as an artist. 

Ian Mathewson is with a chain of general 
stores, in their Ayr branch. He is the group's 
encyclopaedia of facts and figures about plays, 
players and performances. He is the only un
married Gangrel. 

Alistair Ferguson is a computer consultant, 
designing and installing business systems 
throughout Scotland and occasionally in 
England too. His wife is Netta, and their two 
children are Nicholas and Amanda . When he has 
any spare time he enjoys writing. 

Alex B. Mciver was born in Dollar 132 years 
after Robert Burns first visited Harvieston. 

When a very small boy he was fortunate to 
receive from his Grannie the gift of an old book 
of the Poet's works. This book sowed in him the 
seeds of a great love for our National Bard, a love 



which grew so intense that his Burns book was a 
constant companion during the Second World 
War surviving a soaking during the North African 
Landings and being painstakingly dried page by 
page in the hot desert sun . To this day, still 
prized greatly, the book carries the salt-water 
marks of the Mediterranean! 

The spark kindled so early in life fanned into a 
burning desire to keep alive people's interest in 
Burns's visits to Harvieston where, in a letter to 
Gavin Hamilton, the Bard described one of his 
visits 'as one of the happiest days of his life'. This 
desire became a reality when the army 
demolished Harvieston and, as a result of Alex's 
determination and dedication, he obtained from 
Miss K. Grant, the owner of the estate, stone 
from the demolished building and permission for 
a permanent site for a memorial. His efforts 
came to fruition in 1973 with the erection of the 
Harvieston Memorial Cairn. In April of that same 
year he was offered, and accepted, the tenancy 
of Harvieston Lodge. One dream, not yet 
realised, is that in the future, the Lodge might be 
purchased on behalf of the Federation and the 
whole area become a monument to Robert 
Burns and the Taits of Harvieston . 

Alex joined the Dollar Burns Club in 1937. 
After demobilisation he became a member of the 
Committee and in 1965 was elected President. 
The following year he was appointed 
Secretary-the post he still holds-filling the 
vacancy created by the retirement of the 
legendary Peter Mitchell, who succeeded his 
father, and held the position of Secretary for 
forty years. Alex is, at present, Secretary of both 
Coalsnaughton and Dollar Masonic Burns Clubs . 
He is an honorary member of many Burns Clubs 
including the Robert Burns Society of Annapolis. 
He is much in demand as a Burns speaker, and is 
just as happy in a wee village hall as in a luxury 
hotel. He has travelled widely and is well known 
in North America and Africa. His friendship with 
Burnsians in the USA has led to him hosting 
many visitors at Harvieston Lodge. His Clubs, 
Dollar and Coalsnaughton, benefiting by ex
cellent first 'Immortal Memories' delivered by 
Professor J. D. Macpherson, Annapolis, and 
Professor Jack Weir, Kansas. 

Alex was educated at Dollar Academy and sat 
on the Board of Governors for several years. He 
has served his native district well having been a 
respected member of Dollar Town Council; he 
also represented the Landward Area of Dollar on 
Clackmannan County Council. He retired from 
Local Government on its reorganisation being a 
bitter opponent to the end of the changes made 

therein . He was a member of the Tourist Board 
representing the Hillfoots area and Clackmannan 
County . 

At sixteen years of age he joined Donbros, a 
well-known manufacturer in the knitwear in
dustry, and rose to become Raw Material Buyer . 
In the early sixties Donbros became part of the 
Coats-Patons empire and was eventually closed 
in the mid 70s. 

Alex joined the staff of the Supplies Depart
ment of Stirling University early in 1971 . As a 
result of his participation in the work of NALGO 
he became a member of many of the committees 
governing the University, joining the University 
Court in 1982 as a non-academic representative. 

Being Secretary of the Area Federation 
(Stirling , Clackmannan and West Perth) he was 
fortunate to be able to persuade his colleagues to 
take up the vacant Conference date for 1984. 
Thriving on Committee work the Stirling Con
ference should be most successful with Alex at 
the helm! 
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Mrs. Charlotte Ann Cameron 

As an introduction to our subject may we say 
that about the turn of this century there was a 
great influx of settlers to Western Canada , 
consisting of many groups of various origins. 
Among the most desireable of these ethnic 
groups were the Scots, who for more than two 
centuries previously had played a most signifi
cant part in the fur trade of the Northwest. 

About this time there was also an incipient 
uprising of women against the dominant males. 
This was especially true in Manitoba where the 
women of our Province were the first to be 
enfranchised in Canada, in January of 1916, after 
a protracted and persistent struggle. 

On this scene and time-enter-Our Heroine 
and First Lady-Mrs. Charlotte Cameron, who 
was in the forefront of the move for ladies to be 
admitted into membership of the Winnipeg 
Burns Club . No doubt she used her considerable 
talent and persuasive powers in this effort. As a 
just reward she was the first lady elected to the 
Presidency of our Club. But let us tell the story of 
this somewhat remarkable lady, in her own 
words. 

'I was born on 28th September 1890, educated 
at Edinburgh Ladies College and worked for six 
years in a Chartered Accountants office . I came 
to Canada in 1913. In 1920 I was married to 
Craigie Lamb and widowed in 1925. I returned to 
office work and became Cashier and Bookkeeper 
with the North American Life Insurance Co, until 
my marriage to Mr. Cameron in 1943. Mr. 
Cameron was interested in the Burns Club, 
having served as President. I was also interested 
and as soon as ladies were invited to join I was 
among the first to enroll. In due course I was 
elected President, the first lady to hold this 
office . After my husband's death my health 
declined and my son, Tom Lamb, persuaded me 
to move to Calgary, to be near him, after living in 
Winnipeg 63 years. Previous to my move in 1976 
I was appointed Honorary President and am still 
honoured in that office.' 

This brief biography is limited, due to Mrs. 
Cameron's innate modesty, but it cannot but 
enhance the high regard in which she is held by 
all our Officers and Members. It is our earnest 
wish and prayer that our Hon. President, faithful 
friend and leader will continue in good health for 
many more years. 

Tom Bannerman Myles 

No matter how far back your association with 
Robert Burns stretches, it's doubtful if you can 
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claim it began on the day you were born. But one 
man who can make such an assertion is Tom 
Myles. Tom was born in a room in the Cross 
Keys Inn, Falkirk, where the poet slept on his 
visit to the town on 25 August, 1787! After that 
early meeting with Burns, poet and admirer have 
never been separated. 

Tom's grandmother had no formal education, 
so she could neither read nor write . But Tom was 
introduced to the poems of Burns almost as soon 
as he learned to read at school. It was then he 
began to read from the twin pillars of Scotland's 
past-the Bible and Burns-to the old lady. 

At the tender age of seventeen, Tom proposed 
his first toast - 'The Lasses' - at a Burns Supper 
in the Welfare Hall, Glenochil , Falkirk. To-day, 
the man who speaks at more than twenty 
suppers and dinners every year, smiles as he 
fondly reads over that four minute toast. He's 
come a long way since then . 

Tom was a founder President of Cumbernauld 
Toastmasters Club, now the Rostrum Club, 
since the demise of Toastmasters from Cumber
nauld's life. Always interested in public 
speaking, Tom is in demand throughout Central 
Scotland as an after dinner speaker all year long, 
especially when St. Andrews day comes along. 



But it was not until 1978 that Tom became a 
Burns Club Member. That was when he and 
some other enthusiasts reformed Cumbernauld 
and District Burns Club . No. 581 . Tom was 
involved at once . He was secretary for two years 
and then President, an office he demitted in 
April 1983. Time to relax, you might think-not a 
bit of it; Tom simply moved sideways to take up 
the joint office of Secretary/ Treasurer! He also 
continues as the Club's representative on the 
Glasgow and District Burns Association's 
Executive Committee . 

As if all this isn' t enough , Tom is also 
President of Falkirk Newmarket Burns Club No. 
902 and a member of Glasgow Masonic Burns 
Club No. 263. 

It's hard to dislike Tom Myles. Meet him at 
anytime, anywhere, and there's a smile of 
greeting, as big as the man himself; a strong 
handclasp, shot through with warmth and 
sincerity. He may have joined our ranks only 
recently, this Falkirk Bairn , who now lives in 
Cumbernauld; but you won 't find a better 
Ambassador for the Federation, anywhere, and 
that's a fact . 

Charlie McCall 

Of the 'cheery gang' that makes up the Glasgow 
Masonic Burns Club contingent at any Con
ference, perhaps the quietest member is Charl ie 
McCall. But don't be misled by the quiet exterior; 
inside there is a real boilerhouse of a man, who 
has been - and is - an invaluable asset to the 
Club . 

Charlie 's first associations w ith the Club was in 
1960 but it was another ten years before he 
became a member. After only four years, he was 
elected to the office of Junior Vice-President and 
was President in session 1976-77. After acting as 
Director of Ceremonies at the Club's Annual 
Dinner for several years, Charlie was again Presi
dent in 1982-83. He also takes an active interest 
in the Club's Children's Verse Speaking Com
petition. 

As an enthusiastic supporter of the Glasgow 
and District Burns Association and their Jean 
Armour Burns Houses in Mauchline, Charlie has 
missed only one Annual Wreath Laying 
Ceremony in George Square. That was when he 
attended a Burns Supper in Moscow. 
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Since attending his first Conference in 
Dundee, in 1975, with the exception of Canada, 
Charlie has not missed any of these important 
Federation events. He was one of the Stewards 
when Glasgow last hosted the Conference in 
1978. 

Charlie divides his interests between the Club 
and his Masonic Lodge, St. Andrew No. 524. He 
was Master in 19n-78 and is now Secretary. 
With the aid of two other members, he 
resurrected the Annual Burns Supper in the 
Lodge, ensuring at the same time, that there is 
always an appeal on behalf of the Jean Armour 
Burns Houses. The 'Immortal Memory', 'The 
Lasses and the Haggis' have all been proposed 
by Charlie at the Lodge Suppers. 

Living in East Kilbride, Charlie is married, with 
a son and daughter, and works with Sun 
Newspapers in Hamilton. 

Apart from his undoubted ability to do any job 
well for the Club, Charlie's sincere and friendly 
manner ensure that he is not only a favourite 
with his fellow members in Glasgow Masonic, 
but also with those whom he meets at Con
ference, or indeed at any Burns function . 
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Douglas Burgess 

'Following in "Faither's"* footsteps' is certainly 
not an inappropriate way in which to describe 
Douglas Burgess. 

Douglas has been a member of Sandyford 
Burns Club for twenty years and was President in 
1980-81-as 'Faither' had been previously. 

Encouraged by 'Faither' and Hon. President of 
the Federation, R. Dickson Johnston, Douglas 
became interested in the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses about fifteen years ago. Initially, this 
interest extended to playing the piano at the 
Christmas Party, held annually at the Houses. In 
this, Douglas had the support of three charming 
ladies- his wife Rita and daughters, Alison and 
Elaine. With this commitment to the Houses, 
Douglas was the obvious choice when Sandy
ford Burns Club required a new representative to 
the Glasgow and District Burns Association. As 
President of the Association in 1981-83, Douglas 
was again lining up behind 'Faither'. 

In numerous other professional organisations, 
it has been the same story; first 'Faither' and 
then Douglas. But recently, 'Burgess the 
Younger' has stepped ahead, in the Federation 
at least. In 1983, he succeeded Dickson 
Johnstone as one of Glasgow's representatives 
to the Executive. 

Douglas acted as one of the Saturday tour 
guides at the Glasgow Conference but his first 
full Conference week-end was in Dumfries last 
year. He was immediately hooked on that 
Conference drug- FRIENDSHIP-and as a 
result will be in Annapolis. 

Douglas may have followed 'Faither' but is it 
interesting to note that it was his maternal 
grannie-who was brought up on a farm near 
Dunure-who first introduced him to the Doric 
preserved by Burns. She used much of it in her 
everday language. 

By profession, Douglas is a Chartered Sur
veyor and a most entertaining after dinner 
speaker. As one of the younger members of the 
Executive, he seems well qualified to play a part 
in the future of The Burns Federation. 
*'Faither' is an affectionate reference to a much 
respected parent, William Page Burgess. 



John Paul Jones and Robert Burns: 
Two Kindred Spirits 
by James Urquhart, Dumfries 

As a historian of the south-west of 
Scotland I have for many years been 
fascinated by two of the area's most 
romantic figures-John Paul Jones (1747-
1792), America's ablest and most dashing 
naval commander, often referred to as 'the 
Founder of the American Navy' and his 
younger contemporary, Robert Burns 
(1759-1796), Scotland's national poet and 
songwriter. Their lives spanned the second 
half of the 18th century; their deeds have 
assured them of immortality. 

Today as witness to their fame the 'Paul 
Jones Country' and the 'Burns Country' 
rub shoulders around the old seaport of 
Dumfries. Here, in the very heart of Niths
dale, is the Arbigland cottage birthplace of 
John Paul, whose father was a gardener 
and who had reason to add 'Jones' to his 
name. Here also are to be found three 
former homes of Robert Burns, whose 
father was also a gardener and who 
changed his family surname from 'Burnes' 
to 'Burns'. 

Over the years admirers of Paul Jones 
and Robert Burns have fondly discovered 
other similarities. They were both Scottish 
born and bred; they sprang from humble 
origins; they both displayed in mature 
years an extraordinary intellectual activity; 
both were fond of music; both owed 
allegiance to the Muse of poetry; both 
moved with ease and distinction in the 
world of fashion; both were famed for 
their amorous exploits; both struggled 
against what were at times overwhelming 
odds; both died disappointed men; both 
were Freemasons; both were reared in the 
Presbyterian faith; and both died when 
comparatively young. 

Distinguished contemporaries though 
they were, they never chanced to meet. This 
they might well have done had Paul Jones 
not taken seriously ill in Paris in 1792. 

Early that year he had written to his sister, 
Mrs. Janet Taylor of Dumfries to say: 'A 
succession of circumstances have prevented 
me leaving Paris . . . I anticipate the 
pleasure of seeing you in the course of the 
summer.' Had Paul Jones been able to 
make that journey to Dumfries, which 
death prevented, he could easily have 
encountered Robert Burns within a 
minute's walk of his sister's dwelling and 
heard the poet, as revenue officer, describe 
his seizure, weeks before, of the armed 
smuggling schooner, the Rosamond. What 
a pity it was they so narrowly missed 
meeting to exchange ideas on liberty and 
justice which each had so valiantly 
championed. John Paul Jones the sea
rover had sung: 'For Freedom still I spread 
my willing Sails.' Burns, in his 'Ode to 
General Washington's Birthday, 1794' had 
Paul Jones's famous naval encounters and 
his charmed life in mind when he wrote: 

But come, ye sons of Liberty, 
Columbia's offspring, brave as free, 
In danger's hour still flaming in the van, 
Ye know and dare maintain the royalty of 
Man! 

But so far as we know, in all his writings, 
Burns has left no specific reference by 
name to his great contemporary. Both men 
were excellent letter-writers who took much 
care to preserve copies of their 
correspondence and have artists prepare 
paintings, large and small, so that as Burns 
phrased it 'the portrait of my face and the 
picture of my mind may go down the 
stream of time together.' With quiet 
confidence each foresaw a day when his life 
story would be prized by a more ap
preciative audience. 

In 1792, Paul Jones by his Will, 
prepared only hours before his death, made 
sure that though he could not return to 
Dumfries, his wordly possessions would 
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return. He bequeathed to his two sisters, 
Janet Taylor and Mary Ann Lowden and 
their families his priceless log books, 
voluminous correspondence and personal 
possessions which included a beautiful 
miniature portrait painted by the Comtesse 
de Lowendahl, and a gold-hilted sword he 
had received from Louis XVI of France. 

This extraordinary inheritance must 
have been the subject of much gossip and 
speculation in every coffee-house and 
tavern in Dumfries, especially when it 
became known that Janet Taylor and her 
brother-in-law, Mark Lowden, had 
travelled to Paris and returned early in 
1793, despite the 'Reign of Terror', with 
numerous sealed packages. Ten relations in 
Dumfries jointly inherited the gold-hilted 
sword and one of them tried, un
successfully, to carry it off to sell in the 
USA. Later the wrangling was resolved and 
the sword gifted to America. Recently it 
has been the subject of important 
correspondence involving the US Naval 
Academy. 

Robert Burns, exciseman and poet, 
would certainly have learned of the good 
fortune that had befallen Jones's Dumfries 
relations. Months later, when with a friend 
Burns called on Lord Selkirk at St. Mary's 
Isle, Kirkcudbright, the exciting news he 
brought would have stirred memories and 
set tongues wagging. Wasn't it the same 
Captain John Paul Jones, of the American 
ship Ranger, who had in 1778 paid that 
surprise never-to-be-forgotten visit to St. 
Mary's Isle and departed with the Countess 
of Selkirk's silver tea-pot? By the time of 
Burns visit the historic tea-pot, with the 
original tea-leaves in it, had been safely 
returned. However, the important 
historical documents, that had come by 
inheritance from Paul Jones to his two 
sisters, though retained for some years in 
the town, were eventually sold to collec
tors; today not a scrap of these papers 
remains in Dumfries. 

Four years after Paul Jones's death, 
Burns died. A similar fate befell his price
less manuscripts which were hurriedly 
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despatched from Dumfries on loan to the 
poet's chosen biographer, Dr. James 
Currie of Liverpool; included in the 
package were Burns's highly prized Glen
riddell volumes of verse and correspon
dence. When the biography was completed 
Dr. Currie retained all the manuscripts, as 
did his son, Wallace Currie. On his death in 
1853, his widow presented them to 
Liverpool Athenaeum. After a somewhat 
sordid secret transaction the Athenaeum 
sold them, despite vehement Scottish 
protests. The buyer was an American 
collector, Mr. John Gribbel of 
Philadelphia. Generously and very wisely 
he gifted them to the Scottish National 
Library in Edinburgh where they now 
remain. 

Paul Jones and Burns died in com
parative poverty; each was accorded the 
honour of a military funeral. The coffin of 
each was eventually dug up and the body 
laid to rest in a costly and pretentious 
mausoleum, Jones in the chapel crypt of 
the United States Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland, and Burns in St. 
Michael's Churchyard, Dumfries, 
Scotland. Members of Burns's family were 
later interred beside him. In the same 
churchyard are the graves of Paul Jones's 
sister, Mrs. Taylor and her family. 

In the early l 790's Robert Burns visited 
Miss Helen Craik of Arbigland whose half
brother Dr. James Craik was personal 
physician to George Washington. The poet 
would no doubt have pointed out to him by 
Miss Craik the original rectangular 
thatched cottage where in 1747 John Paul 
was born. In 1831 Lieutenant Alexander B. 
Pinkham of the US Navy found the cottage 
a roofless ruin and left 25 gold sovereigns 
for its restoration. Out of gratitude, Miss 
Jeanette Taylor, Jones's niece, rewarded 
Lieutenant Pinkham with the gift of the 
Lowendahl miniature portrait of her uncle, 
which now rests in the US Naval Academy, 
Annapolis. 

Jones and Burns have each had many 
biographers; new books about them 
continue to appear. The latest is by the 



present writer and entitled John Paul 
Jones: A Bi-centennial Salute and Souvenir 
from Great Britain. While for almost a 
century Burns has had great numbers of 
'fan clubs' founded in his honour, John 
Paul Jones has had established only 
months ago an incorporated Society for 
Friends and for a Birthplace Restoration 
Fund, with an address in Washington and 
Annapolis. (P .0. Box 1746, Annapolis, 
Maryland 21404). Its Honorary Chairman 
is Ambassador J. William Middendorf II, 
a former US Navy Secretary. The first 
John Paul Jones Society in Great Britain 
also came into existence in 1982, at 
Southerness, next door to Jones's birth
place at Arbigland. Its chairman is Mr. 
John Wilson, Barnhourie, Southerness, 
near Dumfries. 

Both Jones and Burns were ardent 
students of the 'Gentle Science' of 
heraldry, and both boasted coasts of arms. 
Jones in keeping with his rank as a naval 
officer and gentleman and as a potential 
Virginia planter, had around 1776 an 
achievement of arms painted and a heraldic 
seal cut. The arms displayed the stag used 
by several Jones families of Wales, 
quartered with those of the Paul family of 
Gloucestershire. The crest was the Jones 
stag and the motto 'Pro Republica'. So 
proud was Paul Jones of the expert 
shooting of his gun crews that in the 
mantling of the arms he included a naval 
cannon. Later in the war, while in Paris, 
Jones had cut for himself two new heraldic 
seals. The Jones and Paul Arms appear in 
an oval shield supported by an infant 
Neptune holding a trident. After he had 
been invested by King Louis XVI with the 
Order of Military Merit for this triumph 
over HMS Serapis, the Jones and Paul 
quarterings were surmounted by a coronet, 
indicating his rank as a chevalier. Once 
again a new seal was cut. 

It may seem utterly out of character for 
Robert Burns who sang 'A man's a man for 
a' that' to be caught boasting-'! am a bit 
of a Herald'. Yet in a letter to Alexander 
Cunningam in March, 1794, Burns said he 

had lost a valuable seal and was forwarding 
a Highland pebble as he wanted his ar
morial bearings on it. He announced he 
had invented arms for himself. A descrip
tion of the arms was sent but Burns did not 
receive the completed article until 1796, a 
couple of months before his death. In the 
letter Burns had said: 'I do not know that 
my name is matriculated, as the Heralds 
call it, at all; but I have invented one for 
myself; so you know I will be chief of the 
Name; and by courtesy of Scotland, will 
likewise be entitled to Supporters.-These 
however, I do not intend having on my 
seal.-1 am a bit of a Herald: and shall give 
you, Secundum artem, my ARMS.-On a 
field, azure, a holly-bush, seeded, proper, 
in base; a Shepherd's pipe and crook, 
Saltier-wise, also proper, in chief.-On a 
wreath of the colors, a woodlark perching 
on a sprig f bay-tree, proper, for Crest.
Two Mottoes: Round the top of the 
Crest-'Wood-notes Wild'-At the bottom 
of the Shield, in the usual place-"Better a 
wee bush than nae bield" .' 

It is obvious Burns had paid attention to 
the grammar of heraldry, for no herald 
could have described the arms more 
correctly. The title page of the Burns 
Chronicle for long has carried an 
illustration of the above Arms. But Burns 
used at least two other seals in his 
correspondence-one, a figure with a harp 
in hand, and the other, a heart transfixed 
by two arrows. 

Both Jones and Burns believed in the 
family as the basic unit of a civilised 
society. As Burns expressed it: 

To make a happy fireside clime 
To weans and wife, 
That's the true pathos and sublime 
Of Human Life. 

Jones remained unmarried; but by 
correspondence he kept in close touch with 
his two sisters and was always much vexed 
at the least sign of disharmony in their 
midst. He was most concerned that their 
children should have the best education 
available, in the Academy at Dumfries
the school in fact that Burns's family at-
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tended. Burns is known to have regularly 
helped his children of an evening with their 
homework. 

In 1976, on the occasion of America's 
Bi-centennial celebrations, Nithsdale 
District Council paid tribute to John Paul 
Jones by creating outside Greyfriars 
Church an extensive floral picture which 
displayed his portrait, his cottage birth
place, his ship the Bonhomme Richard, 
and the American flag of 1776. A 
magnificent white marble statue of Robert 
Burns, the Scottish Poet, stands across the 
road. This is possibly the nearest these two 
heroic figures have ever got to one another 
in Dumfries! 

In July 1976 Queen Elizabeth II visited 
the United States. In Philadelphia, after 
viewing the crack on the famous Liberty 
Bell, she presented from the people of 

THREE SPECIAL EVENTS AT WESTON 

Britain to the people of America a big new 
ceremonial bell bearing the words 'Let 
Freedom Ring', praying that its message 
would be heard around the world for 
centuries to come. Further she expressed 
gratitude to the great republic's founding 
fathers, (of whom John Paul Jones was 
undoubtedly one), for having taught 
Britain a valuable lesson, straight from 
Magna Carta itself, and declared: 'We 
learnt to respect the rights of others to 
govern themselves in their own way. 
Without that great act in the cause of 
liberty performed in Independence Hall 
200 years ago, we could never have 
transformed an Empire into a Common
wealth.' 

If the souls of Robert Burns and Paul 
Jones were present that day, they would 
surely have applauded the Queen. 

The Birnbeck Burns Club in April 1982 presented ten rowan trees to the town of Weston
Super-Mare in memory of Robert Burns. The trees are planted on a bank in Grove Park 
(Weston's central park) and replaced elm trees which had died of disease. A post with a 
plaque on the edge of the bank commemorates the gift of the trees by the club. A further 
six trees were presented in March 1983. 

In November 1982, the Club was presented with a beautifully framed portrait in oils of 
Robert Burns. The gift was from Roy and Sybil Hayden, the latter having painted the 
portrait. This fine picture will hang at all official functions of the club and at other times 
will hang in the President's home during his term of office. 

A founder and life member anonymously donated to the club a handsome volume of 
The Works of Robert Burns with a Life of the Poet by Allan Cunningham and illustrated 
by W. H. Bartlett, T. Allom and others. The book was published by James S. Virtue, 
London in 1840. It was presented to Captain John Winchester, grandfather of the donor, 
then master of the ship Caribbean in Melbourne on 13th June 1862 by Black Bell and 
Eagle Lines of Australian Packets in thanks and recognition of the safe deliverance of 
immigrants to Australia. It was a most appropriate choice as John Winchester, born in 
1822 in Delting, Shetland, was a known admirer of Robert Burns and his works. 
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Simbeck Burns Club Tree Planting. The Mayor of Weston-Super-Mare, Councillor Jim 
Dickson, Founder President of the club, is seen with Wilf Lyons, Hon. Vice-President, and 
Stuart Galley, President. 



Mrs. Sybil Hayden presents the portrait in oils of Robert Burns to President Stuart Galley of Birnbeck 
Burns Club . Also in the picture Roy Hayden and Mrs. Sylvia Galley. 

c 33 



JUNIOR CHRONICLE 

David Gorman, Newtonloan St. Andrew's Primary School, Gorebridge 
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SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS REPORT-
1983 

The enthusiasm of school staffs and of pupils for the Burns Federation Schools Com
petitions does not appear to have been dampened by the financial stringency and the 
frustrating difficulties most schools have to cope with at present. As expected, the steady 
downward trend of the school population is reflected in the drop in the number of 
competitors, but it is gratifying to be able to report that twenty-seven additional schools 
competed this year, giving a grand total of seven hundred and fifty six, the highest for 
many years. 

There is still a very healthy response from schools in the Scottish Literature (Written) 
section, and a most hopeful development is an increase of seven hundred competitors in 
the Scottish Music (Instrumental) section. 

The volume of correspondence continues to grow, with the predictable rush of last
minute requests for merit certificates and test papers. The co-operation of Head Teachers 
and their Staffs is vital to the success of the Competitions, and the Executive is grateful 
for the large measure of support so freely given. Two letters from Head Teachers 
demonstrate clearly the enthusiasm and dedication with which they approach the task of 
ensuring that the pupils are made aware of their Scottish literary heritage. One Head 
Teacher from Orkney praises the Federation for the effort put into the organisation of 
the Competitions and adds, 'I've made use of this excellent scheme for several years in the 
Highlands, and find it gratifying to feel that one is contributing at least partially to 
stemming the increasing neglect of Scottish Literature. The certificates in particular 
provide a tremendous incentive to the children and much pride is taken in their owner
ship.' Another from Portpatrick, Wigtownshire writes, 'January is always brightened by 
preparation for the competitions and, apart from lessons at school, I know that families at 
home enjoy hearing the bairns practise their recitation.' 

STATISTICS 
Recitation Scottish Literature Singing Accompanying Scottish 

(Written) Music 

98,095 15,079 22,240 581 3,617 

Total No. of Competitors: 
No. of Competing Schools: 
No. of Certificates awarded: 

ART COMPETITION 

147,273 
756 

12,242 

Individual 
Project Work 

7,661 

The 1983 Art Competition was well supported, 751 entries being received from Primary 
Schools and 53 from Secondary Schools. The high standard of previous years was 
maintained, and several of the paintings submitted showed considerable artistic potential. 
Book tokens were given to the prize-winners and merit certificates awarded to those pupils 
whose work reached the required standard. 
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Prize- Winners 
1 st Steven Smith 
2nd Kathryn Kennedy 
3rd Thomas McEwan 
4th Natalie Taylor 
5th Lesley Stephen 
Commended 
Arlene Boyd 
Victoria Brown 
Karena Clark 
Kevin Green 
Clare McLauchlan 
lain Smith 

Prize- Winners 
lst Moraig McGeachan 
2nd Gregor McPherson 
3rd Carol Peacock 
4th Kathleen Gibson 
5th Christine McLagan 
Commended 
Sandra Cross 
David Holt 

Primary Schools 

Longhaugh Primary School, Dundee 
Falkland Primary School, Falkland, Ladybank 
Whitelees Primary School, Cumbernauld 
George Watson's College, Edinburgh 
Kincardine O'Neil Primary School, Aberdeenshire 

Dean Park Primary School, Balerno, Edinburgh 
George Watson's College, Edinb"Qrgh 
Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie 
King's Road Primary School, Rosyth, Dunfermline 
Longforgan Primary School, Longforgan 
Wellbrae Primary School, Forfar 

Secondary Schools 

Bannerman High School, Baillieston, Glasgow 

Interesting reports are regularly received from a number of Burns Clubs and 
Associations giving details of their efforts to keep alive the Scottish tongue by organising 
local competition or concerts, providing prizes for the Federation Schools Competition 
winners, acting as adjudicators etc. Several have managed to secure press coverage in the 
local newspaper, and this is a practice to be encouraged. It is certain however that a great 
deal of this vital work goes unreported, and an appeal is made to the Hon. Secretaries of 
Burns Clubs to send in a brief summary of their activities in this field. 

The Federation Executive is grateful to the following for their Co-operation which is 
much appreciated: 
'A' the Airts Burns Club Stonehouse, Airdrie Burns Club, Alloway Burns Club, Ayr 
Burns Club, Allanton Jolly Beggars' Burns Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Irvine Lasses' 
Burns Club, Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association, Lanarkshire Association of 
Burns Clubs, Larkhall Burns Club, Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association, 
Strathclyde Bonnie Jean Burns Club, Symington Burns Club. 

In conclusion I should like to thank the President, The Hon. Secretary, the Assistant 
Hon. Secretary and the members of the Schools Committee for their helpful advice and 
assistance. 
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JAMES GLASS 
Hon. Secretary, Schools Competitions 



Moraig McGeachan, Bannerman High School, 
Baillieston, Glasgow 

Duncan Cameron, Hill Primary School, 
Blairgowrie-winner of the 1982 Art Competition 

Photograph 0. C. Thomson 

Steven Smith, Longhaugh Primary School, 
Dundee 

Photograph 0. C. Thomson 

BOWHILL 

The 4th annual Burns Festival of Song and 
Verse, sponsored by Bowhill People's 
Burns Club with the help of local schools, 
took place in the Lochgelly Centre Theatre. 
A good attendance of parents, teachers and 
the general public heard over 40 children 
perform songs and poems chosen from the 
Bard's works. 

The competition consisted of two age 
groups-9 years and under the 10 years and 
over. Prizes were given for both song and 
recitation in each age group. The ad
judicator in the poetry section was Mr. 
Wilf Allsop, a member of the Bowhill 
Club; and Mrs. Betty Blake, Kirkcaldy, 
judged the singing. The piano accompani
ment was provided by Mrs. Margaret 
Mitchell, Cardenden. 
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In their remarks, the adjudicators 
praised the children for the quality of their 
perfomances and the teachers and parents 
for the work that had obviously gone into 
preparing the children for the event. 

An essay competition was also organised 
for the children who did not wish to 
perform on stage. This section was ad
judicated by Mr. Kenneth Weir, 
Glenrothes, who complimented the 
children on their efforts and hoped that the 
event would go on from strength to 
strength. 

The prizes were presented by the ad
judicators of the respective sections and the 
winning children were:-
Under-9 years-Verse: 1 Fiona Delaney, 2 
Shirley Hoggan. Song: 1 Colin Blarney. 
Ten years and over-Verse: 1 Martin 
Sadler, 2 Lynne Glasgow, 3 Brian Fraser. 
Song: 1 Michael Clark, 2 Evelyn 
Colquhoun, 3 Fiona Goldie. Recorder: 1 
Angela McLean. Essay: 1 Linda Crombie, 
2 David Fraser. A special prize was 
awarded to Shirley Hoggan who was the 
youngest entrant in the essay section. 

After the conclusion of these sections, 
the Previous Prizewinners' competition 
took place, which allows previous winners 
to compete up to the age of 16. A medal is 
awarded annually for this event to the 
overall winners of the Festival. In this 
competition the entrants must recite or sing 
a different choice from that performed in 
their age group section. The adjudicators 
combined their talents for this decision and 
awarded this year's medal to Michael Clark 
for his rendering of 'There was a Lad'. The 
award was presented by Mrs. Mitchell. 

Club president, Mr. Hugh Docherty, 
closed the event by thanking the children 
for their effort and the Centre Manage
ment and staff for their help in organising 
the competition. 
The second of the competitions for local 
children, organised by Bowhill People's 
Burns Club, took place in Bowhill In
stitute. Mr. Hugh Docherty, president, 
welcomed over 60 entrants from Car
denden and Kinglassie, who participated 

38 

for book prizes in the song and recitation 
sections. 

A wide variety of the Bard's poems and 
songs were contributed by the children and 
the adjudicators found it an extremely 
difficult task to select the prize-winners. 
The adjudicators for the event, both club 
members, were : Recitation, Mr. C. 
Kennedy; and Song, Mrs. D. Arthur. Mrs. 
Margaret Mitchell accompanied the singers 
on the piano. 

The prize-winners were: 7-9 years
Recitation-1 Steven Garmory, 2 Paul 
Lane, 3 Mark King. Song-1 Sinar Patel, 2 
Louise Caldwell, 3 Paul Ness. 

10-12 years-Recitation-I Lynne Kelly, 
2 Michael Dick, 3 John Miller, 4 (equal) 
Alan Henderson and Michael Ness. Song-
1 Gillian Wallace, 2 Graham Arnott, 3 
Alan Higgins, 4 Margaret Simpson. 

Special prizes were awarded to in
strumentalists Neall Fotheringham (ac
cordion) and C. Murray (trombone). 

The prizes were presented by Mr. J. 
Ewan, secretary; and Mrs. W. Arnott, 
treasurer. 

During the competition, drawings 
depicting the tale of 'Tam o' Shanter' were 
on display in the hall. These were con
tributed by classes from Denend School 
and for their effort books will be presented 
to the school from the club. 

ST. ANDREW'S 

The annual St. Andrew's school concert 
was held in the Byre Theatre on Wednesday 
23rd February and the 24 pupils who took 
part delighted a capacity audience with 
recitations, tunes, and songs. They all 
received a certificate and a book prize and 
the Fergus Robertson Trophy for recitation 
was won by Elizabeth Poole, and the 
Walter Maronski Shield for singing was 
won, for the second time, by Alice Burns. 

The pupils of Madras College held their 
own Burns Supper this year and although 
tickets were slow to sell initially, a com
pany of 112 enjoyed an excellent evening. 



Participants at Bowhill People's Burns Club's 4th annual Festival of Song and Verse, Lochgelly 

Centre. 
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Bums' Love of Nature 

Four essays by pupils of Cardenden primary school. 

Robert Burns, the genius of poetry, was 
born in 1759 in a small cottage cleverly 
built with clay by his father William Burns. 
Robert was fairly tall and had brown hair 
and eyes as blue as the sea. His nights were 
spent listening to Shakespearean plays read 
dramatically by his father. 

When Robert was six years of age he and 
his family went to live on a farm, where he 
found it impossible to escape from animals 
as the cows and pigs etc. lived in the house 
with the family. Robert observed the 
nature around him whenever he could. He 
looks closely at a mare 

'I've seen thee dappl't sleek and glazie,' 
A bonie gray; 
A filly buirdly steeve and swank; 

He describes a collie dog. 
His breast was white, his tousie back 
Wee! clad wi' coat o' glossy, black 
His gowsie tail, wi' upward curl 
Hung owre his hurdies wi' a swirl 

By the time Robert was sixteen he was a 
skilled ploughman and had more chance to 
study his surroundings. He took an interest 
in small animals too, such as the mouse; 

Wee sleekit, cowrin, tim'rous beastie, 
0 what a panic's in they breastie! 

and in another not so nice beastie, the louse 
My sooth! right bauld ye set your nose 

out, 
As plump an' grey as onie grozet: 

Robert compared his girlfriends to 
flowers. His famous 'My love is like a red, 
red rose' 

'O my love is like a red, red, rose thats 
newly Sprung in June' 

And to his Jean 
'There's not a bonie flower that springs 
By fountain shaw or green 
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Theres not a bonie bird that, sings, 
But minds me o' my Jean.' 

As he grew older he learned more and 
more of nature. He wrote 'ea' the yowes' a 
love song containing lovel,Y pictures 

We'll gae doon by Clouden side. 
Though the hazels spreading wide, 
O'er the waves that sweetly glide 
To the moon sae clearly 

Sadly Robert died at the age of 37. Burns 
died young but he lived his short life to the 
full and left us the joys of listening to his 
writings. 

Alison Crawford 

Robert Burns was born in a small cottage 
on January 25th in Alloway Ayrshire. 
Robert Burns father was a farm worker 
and therefore Burns and his brothers and 
sisters lived on various farms in Ayrshire 
throughout their childhood and youth. 

Burns and his brothers and sisters had to 
work on the farm from an early age as the 
family were very poor. Burns was able to 
observe the animals and plants and this is 
shown in his poems for example 'To a 
Mouse' written after he had turned over a 
mouse's nest while ploughing. 

Thy wee-bit housie too, in ruin! 
Its silly wa's the win's are strewin! 
An' naething, now, to big a new ane, 
O'foggage green! 

His description of the lark from 'To a 
Mountain Daisy' 

'Bending thee' mang the dewy weet, 
Wi' spreckl'd breast! 
When upward-springing, blythe, to greet 
The purpling east. 

shows his keen interest in and fondness of 
all God's creatures. 



When Burns wasn't working on the farm 
he would stroll outside and watch 
everything that was happening around him 
and this gave him inspiration to write some 
of his poems. 

He wrote of the changing seasons, of 
winter followed by spring. 

Low in your wintry beds, ye flowers, 
Again ye'll flourish fresh and fair; 
Ye birdies, dumb in with'ring bowers, 
Again ye'll charm the vocal air, 

Of summer months. 
Now rosy May comes in wi' flowers. 
To deck her gay, green-spreading bowers; 

And of Autumn. 
Thou, Autumn, wi' thy yellow hair, 
In grief thy sallow mantle tear! 

Nothing gave him more pleasure than 
writing about the rivers he knew so well, his 
beloved 'Banks o' Doon' and sweet 'Afton 
Water'. 

Robert Burns was a man of the land and 
lover of wildlife and nature, a fact that 
comes out in most of his poems and songs. 
Burns' love of nature fits in with his greater 
love-the love of his fellow human 
beings-mankind. Perhaps this is why two 
hundred years later, we still remember 
Burns and enjoy saying his poems and 
singing his songs. 

Colin Clunie 

We have a lot to thank Robert Burns for, 
especially the descriptive poems and songs 
he has written. His great love for nature is 
simple and sincere, if he went for a walk in 
the quiet countryside he would think how 
peaceful it was. He was especially good at 
writing poems of loving sympathy for 
nature which would blend as if they colour 
in pictures e.g. 'sheltering rushes', 'mours 
red brown', 'warbling wild'. He would 
have spent hours in woods and meadows 
watching all the animals and the flowers 

grow. Many of his poems were to do with 
nature, and tell us of a world which is fast 
disappearing in Scotland's beautiful 
countryside. 

In his poems 'cow'rin timerous beastie' 
tells us what the mouse is like and how 
timid it is. Nature's Law tells us that 
'beauties blossom is where Mankind 
stands'. When he writes some poems e.g. 
'To a Mountain Daisy', 'To a Haggis' etc. 
he still had to put a lot of thought into 
them. My Hoggie is quite a good nature 
poem. Some of his songs about nature are 
still sung today like 'Ye Banks and Braes', 
'Birks of Aberfeldy'. 

Burns knew a few words of French and 
placed some of them in his poems and 
songs. Nowadays much of Nature is being 
polluted or destroyed. In some way that 
means we have to travel many miles to find 
'crystal streamlets' and 'wild tumbling 
brown forests'. 

With Burns writing about the beautiful 
sights of Nature it has made Scotland 
known nearly all over the world. His poems 
and songs have been translated into about 
twenty different languages. 

He also wrote about Human Nature in 
his poems showing his love for his parents. 
One good poem of Human Nature is the 
Cottars Saturday Night. How else but by 
him could it be written. 

'With joy unfeign'd brothers and sisters 
meet, 

And each for other's welfare kindly spiers; 
The social hours, swift-wing'd, unnotic'd 

fleet; 
Each tells the uncos that he sees or hears.' 

Sean Mollison 

In the era of Burns, it must have been 
wonderful to walk down by a pond and 
hear the 'Soot¥ coots,' or down by a 
meadow and listen to the 'Sober 
Laverocks' calling to each other. 
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The works of Burns have been translated 
into many languages, so now people all 
over the world can enjoy the poems and 
songs of nature, Love, and his appreciation 
of his 'Native Soil'. 

Not only does Burns describe nature in 
his Poems and Songs, he also introduces 
the human aspect. For example, 'Address 
to the unco Guid' 'The Twa dugs' and the 
'Cottars Saturday Night' are just three 
good choices explaining 'Human Nature'. 

In his songs, he describes the scenes that 
he is looking at while he is writing the 
words. A good example is, 'Flow Gently 
Sweet Afton.' He would have been looking 
at the 'Afton' River gently flowing by, and 
how else could he write such a peaceful 
song, as, 'Ye Banks and Braes,' without an 
inner appreciation of his Scottish, Nature, 
Heritage. 

Man's progress with machinery has 
marred the once proud majestic, 'Towering 
trees' and 'Bonie spreading bushes', both 
of which have been sadly humiliated to 
make way for busy roads and thorough
fares. 

Burns' love of nature doesn't seem to 
hold the same interest for children and 
adults nowadays, and is sadly a dying 
tradition. 

Fortunately, his works of nature are 
being warmly appreciated abroad even as 
far afield as, U.S.S.R., Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand, and of course by the in
creasing numbers of enthusiasts in the 
U.S.A. 

Although Burns lived in the eighteenth 
century the enthusiasm of those who 
treasure his works will hopefully pass on 
what enjoyment they experienced to many 
succeeding generations. 

Perhaps his love of nature is summed up 
in the lines, from scenes like these 'Old 
Scotia's Grandeur Springs'. 

Donna Whyte 
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Wee. Jockie Craw 
by G. K. Murray 

Wee Jockie Craw pit his beak out ower the 
edge o the nest for his first leuk at the 
muckle furth. He drew it in again smert 
eneuch. The parks and the grund were 
terrible big, hyne awa doun there atween 
the brainches o trees ... 

Jockie, ye maun unnerstaun wes gey 
smaa as young craws gang, some wabbly 
on his legs, the hinmaist tae hatch out- bit 
still and on, Mither Craw wes fain tae be 
quat o the last o her brood. She got mair 
crabbit by the meenit. 'Hurry up nou, 
J ockie' she cawed 'I hinna aa day tae staun 
about here tryst, tryst, trystin at ye. Forby 
I'm gettin the rare guff o sweet fat grubs as 
they're turned up in the ploued land. Ye 
shoud be doun there wi yer brithers and 
sisters makin short wark o them'. 

'Caw, caw, I'm feart I micht faa' 
grumphed Jockie Craw 'forby I'm nae 
hungry'. 'Ye silly gomeril' scraiched his 
Mither 'Fleein is easy as . . . as . . . as 
dreipin aff a dyke! See hou the East wind 
taks this bit egg shall, hou it gars it sail up 
up and awa. Jist spread out the bairn wings 
o ye, like this, !at the wind play round them 
syne gie a bit flap and ye'll be aff'. 

'Na, I'm nae' grat wee Jockie Craw 'yon 
eggie got mair nor ae dunt on its wye doun. 
I dinna like grubs. I've nae stammack for 
maet the day. Jist !at me lie here fine and 
cosy ... oh ay and I've e jist minded I hiv 
a richt sair heid wi aa this shakkin and 
shogglin'. Jockie Craw closed his een, 
makin on he wes sleepin bit whan he 
opened his een again his Mither wesna tae 
be seen; she wesna there at aa. Jockie 
sterted tae be gey and feart and him aa his 
lane amon the tapmaist brainches. Whiles, 
the wind souched and sabbit, whiles it 
raired and blaired. The nest wes waffin and 
wavin in the wind somethin cruel and 



Jockie's heid wes fairly dirlin nou. 'Maybe 
fleein wid be better nor this' he thocht till 
himsel as he glowered ower the rim o the 
nest aince mair. Grippin on ticht he 
wammelt himsel ower tae win a fittin on the 
lip o the nest. At that meenit-heid a sudden 
roch raw blast tore and threush at the verra 
ruits o the trees themsels and puir wee 
Jackie tint his fittin . Without thinkin he 
flappit his wings ... Faith! bit he wesna 
faain or like tae faa so he spread his wings 

wide as wide. On a suddenty he wes nippit 
up and fund himsel soarin intae the face o a 
strang East wind. 

'Caw caw, I can flee, I can flee' 
scraiched Jackie tae the ither craws-bit 
nane peyd ony heed . He wes jist anither 
craw like themsels. 

And nou, Jackie wes aff tae find his 
Mither in the ploud parks for he hed taen a 
sudden hunger and relish aifter aa for the 
fine sweet fat grubs she spak o. 

The Cumbernauld and District Burns Club with the winners of the 1982 Verse-speaking Competition . 
Photograph Cumbernauld News 

CUMBERNAULD & DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 

The first annual Verse Speaking Com
petition to be held by Cumbernauld & 
District Burns Club No. 581 took place on 
Saturday 13th November 1982 in Muirfield 
Community Education Centre, Cum
bernauld. The event attracted 130 entries 
from 18 local schools and such was the high 
standard of presentation that the ad
judicators did not find it easy to separate 
the young competitors, but their final 
choice of overall winner, Janine Hall, 
received general approval from both en
trants and a packed audience alike. 

In the Primary Section (test piece-'Up 
in the Morning Early') judged by Mrs. Rita 
Burgess, top prize was awarded to Kerry 

Burns (Sacred Heart) with Evelyn Boyd 
(Kilsyth Primary) receiving second prize 
and Martin Mair (Glenhead) coming a very 
close third. 

The Junior Section, judged by Abe 
Train, was won by Janine Hall (Whitelees) 
with Andrina Glasgow (St. Lucy's) coming 
second and third place going to Matthew 
Love (Abronhill High) The test piece in this 
section was 'Scots Wha' Hae'. 

Entries for the Senior Section were a bit 
disappointing, but adjudicator, George 
Anderson, had little difficulty in selecting 
Douglas Gilgallon for premier place, with 
David Allan just narrowly behind. 'A 

Man's a Man' proved a popuiar test piece 
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in this section. 
The judges then went into private session 

to choose the overall winner, with the 
Burns Club Trophy, gifted by the efforts of 
President Tom Myles and Treasurer John 
Pinkerton, deservedly going to young 
Janine Hall who will hold the trophy on 
behalf of her school for the next 12 

Association, Archie McArthur, Senior 
Vice-President Glasgow Association, 
Charlie McCall, President Glasgow 
Masonic Burns Club. 

At a small dinner later in the evening, 
presentations were made to the ad
judicators, Rita Burgess, Abe Train and 
George Anderson and an excellent 
programme of music and song and mirth 
was provided, bringing an exciting event to 
a memorable close. 

Special mention must be made of the 
sterling work carried out by the Com
petition Convenor, Frank McAdam, whose 
determination and enthusiasm made the 
whole thing possible. He was ably sup
ported by his committee, father and son, 
John and Tom Johnston. 

Plans already made for a bigger and 
better event in November 1983 when 
singing (male and female) art, and essay 
work will be added to the already proved 
Verse speaking contest. 

TOM MYLES 

L._. ... 

The proud winners of the trophies presented by Lochee Burns Club. 
Photograph D. C. Thomson 
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Stonehouse' A' the Airts' Burns Club's school competition winners, 22nd March 1983 
Photograph W. Dickman, Stonehouse. 

Ayr Burns Club's Annual Scots Concert held in Cathcart Church Hall on 10th February, 1983. 
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Perth Burns Club's annual Schools' night was held in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on Tuesday, 9th 
November, 1982 when 27 pupils representing Perth High School, Perth Academy, Perth Grammar 
School and St. Columba's High School entertained a large gathering of members and guests to an 
evening of Scottish verse, songs and music. 

Among those who took part was Andrew Morrison, winner of the Perth Burns Club silver rosebowl 
at the 1982 Perthshire Musical Festival. 

In the above photograph, Andrew is standing on the extreme left of the picture . Seated centre, is 
the club's president George M. Halliday and on the right is the secretary, Donald N. M . Paton . 

Photo: Richard Allan, Stanley, Perth 

MOSSGIEL 

Mossgiel, Mossgiel-the very name 
Souchs like the win, wi the whilly-lou cry 
0 a muirland bird at the owercome o ' t; 
But it's no the oorie cry o a bird, 
And it's no the aimless sang o the win 
Gravels the hert at the mindin o't. 

It's the thocht o a man on yon bare hilltap, 
Hauns thick, back bent, heid to the blast, 
Rivin the slairgy guts o the syle, 
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Sour wi the fug, and the thinkin o't; 
The thinkin o't, and the ruein o't, 
The clinty yird and the plooin o't, 
The stoun o the hert the only sang, 
The only hope, the Jang day dune: 

And a mini the spence, by the ingle-licht, 
I' the hauntit howe-dumb-deid o the nicht, 
Darg-weary, sel-weary, aa his lane, 
Deep in a Jang green-mantled dream. 

WILLIAM GRAHAM 
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Anne Stokes pins a spray of white heather on Vice-President J. Marsh, at Belfast's Burns supper . 
Copyright Belfast Telegraph 
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SIXTEEN POEMS OF BURNS: 
Their First Publication 

PROFESSOR G. ROSS ROY 

SEQUENCE OF POEMS 

84,90,533-536,452,276,532B,537,544, 
543, 480, 402, 542, 315, 272A, 320, 269. 

(according to the numbering in the Kinsley edition) 

One of the most puzzling textual problems surrounding first and early publication of a 
group of Burns's poems is centred around four editions of the poet's works. These are by 
Duncan, Oliver, Stewart and Neilson (for the full entry see below). The main difficulty in 
comparing these four editions is the excessive rarity of three of them-only one of them 
Stewart's Edition of Burns's Poems), is reasonably common. 

According to J. W. Egerer (A Bibliography of Robert Burns) fifteen poems as well as 
the Merry Andrew portion of The Jolly Beggars were first printed in book form in one of 
these editions; two had appeared earlier in a newspaper. Egerer examines the evidence 
carefully, coming to the conclusion that the material was first published in Duncan and 
that the other printers merely lifted the material from that source. The 1802 title-page in 
Stewart is explained by the fact that the edition originally appeared in parts beginning on 
25 July 1801; this coupled with the possibility, suggested by Egerer, that Duncan actually 
published in 1802, predating his book 1801, leaves it possible that the earliest printing was 
Stewart. I find this a less likely possibility, since both Duncan and Stewart knew they were 
running a risk of being pursued for copyright violation in using material which had been 
published in 1787; one would suppose that if Duncan actually appeared in 1802, when the 
copyright had expired on the 1787 material, he would not deliberately run the risk of 
pursuit by falsely predating his edition. 

Yet another possibility which Egerer C!'Camines is one which was put forward to him by 
J. C. Ewing, that Duncan also appeared in parts before being issued in book form, and 
that Duncan began stealing from Stewart as the latter's parts appeared. It is accepted that 
Stewart brought his edition out in parts which were not completed until early 1802, 
probably one part a month if we accept that the edition appeared in eight parts. The 
difficulty with eight parts is that the text consists of twenty-one gatherings of sixteen 
pages; the Life consists of two gatherings, one of sixteen, the other of twelve pages. Even 
by adding in the preliminary pages we would still have only twenty-three gatherings, an 
uneasy number for the material to have appeared in eight parts. If we allow that parts 
contained three signatures and began with the text, we would find that the last two poems 
with which we are concerned (Song-'Yestreen I had a pint o' wine' and The Five Car/ins) 
which are contained in gathering 14 would have been contained in the fifth instalment of 
parts, probably issued late in 1801. These two poems are the first two of the group in 
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Duncan and appear in gatherings X and Y (21 and 22 of 30) so it is possible that Duncan 
stole from Stewart because everything that he took had appeared before the end of 1801. 

On really interesting point (missed by Egerer) about the Duncan edition is the inclusion 
of the final eight lines in Anna ('Yestreen I had a pint o' wine'-no. 320 in James Kin
sley's edition). This song had already appeared in The Merry Muses of Caledonia (1799) 
with the postscript; one wonders why the other printers did not take the entire text, even 
though it is ascribed to someone else in the 1799 volume. 

One last point: Stewart had access to Burns MSS. through his uncle John Richmond 
who was an intimate friend of the poet. Egerer suggests, not implausibly, that Stewart 
may have had Duncan, a relatively unknown printer, print the pieces as a test to see if a 
lawsuit ensued. If he did this, he was repaid for his deviousness, for it was he, not Dun
can, who was sued over publication of Burns material, although not the poems in 
question. 

We are thus faced with several possibilities, but with the information available it is not 
possible more than to speculate on what actually took place in the Duncan and Stewart 
editions. 

Egerer feels that Oliver should not be considered a likely choice for the first appearance, 
since he was situated in Edinburgh, and would have less access to Burns MSS. than his 
Glasgow (or even Paisley) counterparts. This argument is not wholly satisfactory-the 
1787, 1793 and 1794 volumes had been published in Edinburgh where Burns undoubtedly 
had more friends than he did in Glasgow. A far better argument against Oliver is the fact 
that his edition contains only seven of the poems in question; we cannot infer anything 
from the poems which are included or even from their position as may be seen from the 
table below. 

The Paisley edition contains all but two of the poems included in Duncan and Stewart, 
but the exclusions would not make it a good candidate for first publication. In briefly 
discussing the edition Egerer was unaware of the fact that it was first issued in thirty-six 
page parts, with all of the material in question appearing after the first part of Vol. II. We 
can probably assume that the 1801 and 1802 title-pages are accurate, and that Neilson 
took the poems in question from one of the other sources. 

A point which Egerer makes about Duncan can be mentioned with respect to all four 
editions: It was less dangerous to list only a printer's name than to include the name of a 
bookseller or publisher. Duncan and Oliver were listed as printers, whereas the Stewart 
and Neilson editions list printer and seller. 

When all these considerations are weighed, and the collation examined, it would appear 
that Egerer was correct in tentatively assigning to Duncan the honour of first publishing 
these poems. 

The poems which have been collated below were published in order as indicated, with 
the page numbers on which they appear in parentheses. Only the Merry Andrew section of 
The Jolly Beggars has been collated for reasons discussed under that poem. The copy-text 
used, unless otherwise noted, has been James Kinsley's edition of the Poems and Songs (3 
vols. Oxford, 1968). Where there is no known MS. copy of the poem, there has been no 
need for collation with a copy-text, because in this case Kinsley has used one of the 
editions here collated for his text. Since the use of single or double quotation marks is a 
matter of editorial style these differences have not been noted in otherwise identical lines; 
if a line differs with the copy-text in some other particular, the marks are entered the way 
they appear in the first-noted edition. In collating titles, the first occurrence of the 
wording of a title in noted with capitalisation and italicisation as it occurs; variations in 
subsequent volumes are not noted since the layout of a title usually follows the style of the 
printer rather than the author's MS. For the same reason no attention has been paid to 
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capitalisation in the first line of a text. 
The editions collated are: 

1. POEMS, CHIEFLY IN THE SCOTTISH DIALECT (Glasgow: Printed by Thomas 
Duncan, 1801). Egerer 58. 

2. POEMS ... WITH HIS LIFE AND CHARACTER (2 vols. Edinburgh: Printed by 
Oliver & Co., 1801). Egerer 54. 

3. Stewart's Edition OF BURNS'S POEMS, INCLUDING A NUMBER OF 
ORIGINAL PIECES NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED. WITH HIS LIFE AND 
CHARACTER (Glasgow: Printed by Niven, Napier and Khull, for T. Stewart & A. 
Macgoun, 1802). Egerer 69. 

4. POEMS, CHIEFLYJN THE SCOTTISH DIALECT (2 vols. Paisley: Printed by J. 
Neilson, for R. Smith, 1801-2). Egerer 63. 

The following table shows which poems were published in the various editions, the page 
number on which each poem is to be found, together with the poem's position relative to 
the other poems in the group. Only the Merry Andrew section of The Jolly Beggars is 
indicated. 
Kinsley 
number 
84 
90 

533 
452 
276 
532 
537 
544 
543 
480 
402 
542 
315 
272A 
320 
269 

Position and 
page in Duncan 

1 (254-4) 
2 (262-4) 
3 (272) 
4 (274) 
5 (274) 
6 (274) 
7 (276) 
8 (276) 
9 (293) 

10 (293) 
11 (296) 
12 (296) 
13 (298-300) 
14 (307) 
15 (327-8) 
16 (328-31) 

Position and 
page in Oliver 

3 (II, 196) 

5 (II, 198) 

2 (II, 187) 
1 (II, 175) 
6 (II, 204-6) 
7 (II, 209) 
4 (II, 197-8) 

Position and 
page in Stewart 

7 (292-3) 
16 (321-3) 
8 (302) 

14 (304) 
10 (30~) 
15 (304) 
9 (303) 

11 (303) 
12 (303) 
13 (304) 
3 (251) 
4 (252) 
5 (253-5) 
6 (288) 
1 (213) 
2 (214-7) 

Position and 
page in Neilson 
5 (II, 138-40) 
2 (II, 84-6) 
8 (II, 194) 
7 (II, 192) 

lO(II, 195) 
14 (II, 196) 
9 (II, 195) 

11(II,196) 
12 (II, 196) 
13 (II, 196) 
3(II, 120) 
6(Il,191) 
4 (II, 122-4) 
1 (II, 65) 

The Jolly Beggars presents us with the most puzzling of all the poems which appear in 
the editions here collated. The poem was first J>Ublished in a Stewart & Meikle chapbook on 
13 July 1799 (Egerer 39) and thereafter in 1800 (Egerer 49), 1801 (Egerer 57) as well as in the 
Miscellanea Perthentis of the same year, but in none of these editions does the Merry 
Andrew portion of the poem appear. It does, however, appear in 1, 3 and 4-2 contains 
the poem without the section, so is not included in this discussion and collation. The 
puzzle is that we know Stewart had a MS. copy of the Merry Andrew section which was 
given to him, according to his endorsement on the MS. page containing it, by [John] 
Richmond. This single leaf is obviously not a part of the remainder of the MS. as he 
published it in 1799. Unfortunately, though, while he endorsed the leaf of MS. he made no 
mention of the fact that he had added the Merry Andrew section when he published it in 3. 

The situation is complicated by the fact that Duncan also published the section in 1, and 
as can be seen below it agrees with 3. The problem is that neither of the texts agrees with 
the MS. which Stewart owned nearly as closely as it agrees with the other. It is possible, 
but highly improbable, that Duncan acquired either another MS. or a copy of the Merry 
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Andrew section from another source, but if this was so and he set the section from such a 
MS. it would appear that Stewart copied from Duncan rather than from his own MS., 
since to set type from the MS. which he (Stewart) owned at one time (but not necessarily 
when he published the section) and end up making exactly the same changes as Duncan 
had made is too remote a possibility to entertain. 

John C. Weston has a cogent discussion of the question of the Merry Andrew section in 
his 'The Text of Burns's The Jolly Beggars' in Studies in Bibliography, 13. (1960), 239-47, 
in which he argues that the Merry Andrew section is from an earlier draft, probably 
discarded by the poet, and which was inserted by Stewart. If we accept this argument it 
must follow that it was Stewart, not Duncan, who first published the section. Weston was 
not concerned with the priority of text, accepting that Stewart was indeed the first to 
publish the section, but this is a conclusion which I do not necessarily accept. In fact if one 
accepts the premise that Duncan was the first to publish these poems, it would add weight 
to Egerer's suggestion that Duncan's publication of the poems was a trial balloon for 
Stewart. 

The other possibility which Egerer puts forward is that which was advanced to him by J. 
C. Ewing, namely that since both Duncan and Stewart first issued their editions in parts 
(see the general introduction) Duncan was able to steal material from Stewart as the parts 
appeared. But his would mean that Duncan, like Stewart, did not finish issuing the parts 
until 1802. This would bring us back to the question of why he would run the risk of a 
lawsuit by pre-dating his volume 1801 when in fact it came out in 1802. 

Another possibility is that Duncan had access to quite another MS. We do know that at 
least one such existed, probably still exists, and it could be that Duncan used it. But then 
we again must answer why Stewart's setting of the Merry Andrew section so closely 
follows Duncan, while differing quite a bit from the MS. which he owned. 

We cannot be certain what the order of publication was, although it seems probable 
that Stewart's MS. was the text from which the Merry Andrew section was set. Unless 
further information turns up we cannot be sure however. 

[Merry Andrew section] 
Recitative. 

RECITATIVO. 
Recitativo. 

Poor Merry Andrew, in [a (deleted)] the neuk 
Poor Merry Andrew in the neuk, 

Sat guzzling wi a Tinkler-hizzie; 
Sat guzling wi' a tinkler hizzie; 
Sat guzzling wi' a tinkler hizzie; 

They mind't na wha the chorus teuk, 
They mind't na what the chorus took, 

Between themsels they were sae busy: 
Between themselves they were sae busy. 
Between themselves they were sae busy, 

At length wi' drink an' courting dizzy, 
At length wi' drink and courting dizzy, 

He stoiter'd up an' made a face; 
Then turn d, an laid a smack on Grizzie 
Then turn'd, an' laid a smack on Grizzy, 
Then turn' d an' laid a smack on Grizzy, 

Syne tun'd his pipes wi' grave grimace. 

(MS 

[3,4 
[MS 

[l, 3, 4 
[MS 
[1,3 

[4 
[MS 

[1, 3, 4 
[MS 
[l, 3 

[4 
[MS 

[l, 3, 4 
[MS,1,3,4 

[MS 
[1 

[3, 4 
[MS, 1, 3, 4 
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Air. Tune, Auld Sir Symon. 
AIR. Tune-Auld Sir Symon. 

Sir Wisdom's a fool when he's fou; 
Sir Wisdom's a fool when he's fou, 

Sir Knave is a fool in a Session, 
Sir Knave is a fool in a session; 
Sir Knave is a fool in a Session; 

He's there but a prentice, I trow, 
He's there but a prentice I trow, 

But I am a fool by profession. 

My Grannie she bought me a beuk, 
An' I held awa to the school; 
An' I hied awa to the school; 

I fear I my talent misteuk, 
But what will ye hae of a fool. 

For drink I would venture my neck; 
For drink I would venture my neck, 

A hizzie' s the half of my Craft; 
A hizzie's the half of my craft; 

But what could ye other expect 
Of ane that's avowedly daft. 

I, ance, was ty'd up like a stirk, 
I ance was ty'd up like a stirk, 

For civilly swearing and quaffing; 
For civilly swearing an' quaffing; 

I, ance, was abus'd i' the kirk, 
I ance was abus'd i' the kirk, 

For towsing a lass i my daffin. 
For towzing a lass i' my daffin. 

Poor Andrew that tumbles for sport, 
Let nae body name wi' a jeer; 
Let naebody name wi' a jeer; 

There's [I'm (deleted)] even, I'm tauld, i' the Court 
There's ev'n, I'm tauld i' the court, 

A Tumbler ca'd the Premier. 
A Tumbler ca'd the Premier. 

Observ'd ye yon reverend lad 
Observ'd ye yon reverend lad 

Mak faces to tickle the Mob; 
Mak faces to tickle the mob; 

He rails at our mountebank squad, 
Its rivalship just i the job. 
It's rivalship just i' the job. 
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And now my conclusion I 'II tell, 
For faith Im confoundedly dry: 
For faith I'm confoundedly dry, 

The chiel that's a fool for himsel, 
Guid L--d, he's far dafter than I. 

[MS, 1, 3, 4 
[MS 

[l, 3, 4 
[MS, l, 3, 4 
[MS, l, 3, 4 

90. Burns's Letter to James Tennant, Glenconner was addressed to a friend of the 
poet's. John Tennant, his father, was one of the witnesses at the poet's baptism. The 
poem appears only in l, 3 and 4, although Kinsley incorrectly states that the text is to be 
found in 2 also. There is no known MS. of the poem. 

Auld com'rade dear, and brither sinner, 
Auld com'rade dear and brither sinner, 
How's a' the folk about Gl---nc---r; 
How do ye this blae eastlin win', 
How do ye this bae eastlin win'; 
That's like to blaw a body blin': 
That's like to blaw a body blin', 
For me my faculties are frozen, 
My dearest member nearly dozen'd: 
I've sent you here by Johnie Simson, 
Twa sage Philosophers to glimpse on! 
Reid, wi' his sympathetic feeling, 
Reid wi' his sympathetic feeling, 
An' Smith to common sense appealing. 

An' Smith, to common sense appealing. 
Philosophers have fought an' wrangled, 
Philosophers have fought an' wrangl'd, 
An' meikle Greek an' Latin mangled, 
An' meikle Greek an' Latin mangl'd, 
Till with their Logic-jargon tir'd, 
An' in the depth of science mir'd, 
An' in the depth of Science mir'd, 
To common sense they now appeal, 
What wives an' wabsters see an' feel; 
What wives an' wabsters see an feel; 
But, hark ye, friend, I charge you strictly, 
Peruse them an' return them quickly; 
For now I'm grown sae cursed douse, 
I pray an' ponder butt the house, 
I pray and ponder butt the house, 
My shins, my lane, I there sit roastin, 
Perusing Bunyan, Brown and Boston; 
Till by an' by if I haud on, 
Till by an' by, ifl haud on, 
Till by an' bye, if I haud on, 
I'll grunt a real Gospel groan: 
Already I begin to try it, 
To cast my een up like a Pyet, 

[l 
[3, 4 

[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3 

[4 
[l, 3 

[4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

[l, 3 
[4 
[l 

[3, 4 
[l, 3 

[4 
[l, 3 

[4 
[l, 3, 4 

[l, 3 
[4 

[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3 

[4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

[l, 3 
[4 

[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

[I 
[3 
[4 

[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
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When by the gun she tumble's o'er, 
When by the gun she tumbles o'er, 
Flutt'ring an' gasping in her gore: 
Sae shortly you shall see me bright, 
Sae shortly you shall see me bright 
A burning an' a shining light. 

My hear-warm love to guid auld Glen, 
The ace an' wale of honest men; 
When bending down with auld gray hairs, 
Beneath the load of years and cares, 
May he who made him still support him, 
An' views beyond the grave comfort him. 

His wordy fam'ly far and near, 
His worthy fam'ly far and near, 

God bless them a' wi' grace and gear. 

My auld school-fellow, Preacher Willie, 
The manly tar, my mason Billie, 
The manly tar, my mason Billie 
An' Auchenbay, I wish him joy; 
If he's a parent, lass or boy. 
May he be dad, and Meg the mither, 
May he be dad, an' Meg the mither, 
Just five and forty years thegither! 
An' no forgetting Wabster Charlie, 
An' no forgetting wabster Charlie, 
I'm tauld he offer very fairly, 
An' L--d, remember singing Sannock, 
An', L--d, remember singing Sannock, 
Wi' hale-breeks, saxpence, an' a bannock; 
Wi' hale-breeks, saxpence an' a bannock; 
An' next, my auld acquaintance Nancy, 
An' next, my auld acquaintance, Nancy, 
Since she is fitted to her fancy; 
An' her kind stars hae airted till her, 
A guid chiel wi' a pickle filler: 
My kindest, best respects I sen' it, 
To cousin Kate an' sister Janet, 
Tell them frae me, wi' chiels be cautious: 
Tell them frae me, wi, chiels be cautious; 
For faith; they'll ablins fin' them fashious: 
To grant a heart is fairly civil, 
But to grant a maidenhead's the devil! 
An' lastly, Jamie for yoursel, 
An' lastly, Jamie, for yoursel, 
May guardian angels tak a spell, 
An' steer you seven miles south o' hell; 
Bur first, before you see heav'ns glory, 
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But first, before ye see heaven's glory, 
May ye get money a merry story, 
Mony a laugh and mony a drink, 
An' ay a neugh o' need fu' clink. 
An' aye a neugh o' needfu' clink. 

Now fare ye well, an' joy be wi' you, 
For my sake this I beg it o' you, 
Assist poor Simson a' ye can, 
Ye'll fiµ' him just an' honest man: 
Sae I conclude and quat my chanter, 
Your's, saint or sinner, 

ROB THE RANTER. 

[4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

[l, 3 
[4 

[l, 3, 4 
[1, 3, 4 
[1, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

533-536. Burns seems to have been fond of scratching poems on windows. The four 

which follow were produced on windows of the Globe Tavern in Dumfries, where the poet 

was a frequent guest and there he met Anne Park, the 'Anna' of the song Yestreen I had a 

pint o' wine. The original panes of glass go not appear to have survived. There are two 

MS. versions of poem 534 in which an additional eight lines are to be found. The poems 

were published in 1, 3 and 4. 

[533] 

The greybeard, old wisdon, may boast of his treasures, 
The grey beard, old wisdom, may boast of his treasures, 

Give me with gay folly to live: 
Give me with gay folly to live; 

I grant him his calm-blooded, time-settled pleasures, 
But folly has raptures to give. 

I murder hate by field or flood, 
Tho' glory's name may screen us; 

In wars at home I'll spend my blood, 
In wars at hame I'll spend my blood, 

Life-giving wars of Venus: 
Life-giving wars of Venus. 

The deities that I adore 
The deities that I adore, 

Are social Peace and Plenty; 
Are social Peace and Plenty, 

I'm better pleased to make one more, 
I'm better pleas'd to make one more, 

Than be the death of twenty.
Than be the death of twenty. 

(534] 

Song-

[stanza space] 

[eight additional lines in CT] 
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[CT 
(1, 3, 4 

[CT 
(1, 3, 4 
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My bottle is a holy pool, 
That heals the wounds o' care an' dool; 
That heals the wounds o' care an' dool 
And pleasure is a wanton trout, 
An' ye drink it, ye'll find him out. 

In politics if thou would'st mix, 
And mean thy fortunes be; 

Bear this in mind, be deaf and blind, 
Let great folks hear and see. 

[535] 

[536] 

[l, 3, 4 
[I, 3 

[4 
[1, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 

[1, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 

452. The only known MS. for this epigram is in a letter from the poet to Mrs. Dunlop 
of September 1794 (Letter 638). It appears in I, 2, 3 and 4. 

On W. R----, Esq. 
EPITAPH ON WALTERS S-------. 

So vile was poor Wat, such a miscreant slave, 
Sic a reptile was W at, 

Sic a miscreant slave, 
That the worms even damn'd him when laid in his grave. 
That the worms ev'n d----d him 

When laid in his grave. 
'In his scull there is famin!' a starv'd reptile cries; 
"In his flesh there's a famine," 

A starv'd reptile cries: 
'And his heart it is poison!' another replies. 
"An' his heart is rank poison," 

Another replies. 

[CT 
[l,2,3,4 

[CT 
[1,2,3,4 
u:2. 3, 4 

[CT 
[l,2,3,4 
[I, 2, 3, 4 

[CT 
[l,2,3,4 
[I, 2, 3, 4 

[CT 
[I, 2, 3, 4 
[I, 2, 3, 4 

276. Written under the picture of the celebrated Miss Burns appears identically in I, 3 
and 4. There is no known MS. The subject of this epigram was an Edinburgh prostitute 
named Margaret Matthews who used the name Burns. She was haled into court and 
banished from the city, but won on appeal. According to one source a London newspaper 
reported that William Creech, Burns's publisher and a Bailie of Edinburgh, proposed 
marriage to her; upon threat of legal proceedings the paper printed a retraction of the 
story, stating that the 'proposed marriag~ is not to take place, matters having been 
otherwise arranged to the mutual satisfaction of both parties'! 

LINES, Written under the picture of the celebrated Miss Burns. 
Cease, ye prudes, your envious railing, 

Lovely Burns has charms----conf ess; 
True it is, she had one failing, 

Had ae woman ever less? 

[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 
[I, 3, 4 

532 [8]. There is no known MS. of this poem, and the printed text is identical in I, 2, 3 
and 4. William Hyslop was the landlord of the Globe Inn in Dumfries frequented by 
Burns. 
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L---D, we thank an' thee adore 
For temp'ral gifts we little merit; 

At present we will ask no more, 
Let William Hislop give the spirit. 

A GRACE [l, 2, 3, 4 
[1, 2, 3, 4 
[l, 2, 3, 4 
[1, 2, 3, 4 
[1, 2, 3, 4 

537. Little is known of the genesis of LINES Written on a window, at the King's Arms 
Tavern, Dumfries. There is no known MS.; the poem appeared in 1, 3 and 4. 

LINES, Written on a window, at the King's Arms 
Tavern, Dumfries. 

Ye men of wit and wealth, why all this sneering 
'Gainst poor Excisemen! give the cause a hearing: 

'Gainst poor Excisemen? give the cause a hearing: 
What are your land-lords rent-rolls? taxing ledgers: 
What are your landlords rent-rolls? taxing ledgers: 
What premiers, what? even Monarchs mighty gaugers: 

What premiers, what? even Monarchs mighty gaigers: 
What premiers, what! even Monarchs mighty gaigers: 

Nay, what are priests? those seeming godly wisemen: 
Nay, what are priests? those seeming godly wise men: 
What are they pray? but spiritual Excisemen. 

What are they pray? but spiritual Excisemen. 
What are they, pray? but spiritual Excisemen. 

[l, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

[1 
[3, 4 

[1 
[3, 4 

[1 
[3 
[4 

[l, 3 
[4 
[1 
[3 
[4 

544. John Bushby was a prosperous Dumfries lawyer. There are two known MSS. of 
the poem. 

Epitaph on J-hn B-shby--
EPIT APH On J--n B----y, Writer, D------s. 

Here lies J-hn B-shby, honest man! 
Here lies J--n B----y, honest man! 
Cheat him devil--if you can.-
Cheat him, Devil, if you can. 

[CT 
[l, 3, 4 
'[CT 

[l, 3, 4 
[CT 

[l, 3, 4 

543. The subject of this Epitaph was, according to Allan Cunningham, "landlord of a 
respectable public-house in Dumfries." There is no known MS. 
EPITAPH-EXTEMPORE, On a person nicknamed the Marquis, who desired Burns to 
write one on him. [1 
EPITAPH Extempore, On a person nicknamed the Marquis, who desired Burns to write 
one on him. [3, 4 
Here lies a mock Marquis whose titles were shamm'd, [1, 3, 4 
If ever he rise, it will be to be d-----d. [ 1 
If ever he rise, it will be to be d----'d. [3 
If ever he rise, it will be to be d---n'~· )4 

480. There are two MSS. of this song, one of them in a letter to William Creech of 30 
May 1795 (Letter 671). It was published in The Edinburgh Advertiser on 8 August 1800. 
The poem does not appear in 2. 

On Chloris requesting me to give her a spray of a sloe-thorn in full blosson- [CT 
Spoke extempore on a young Lady desiring him to pull her a sprig of sloe-thorn to adorn 
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her breast. 
From the white-blossom'd sloe, my dear Chloris requested 
From the white blossom'd sloe my dear Chloe requested, 

[l, 3, 4 
[CT 

[I, 3, 4 
[CT 

[l, 3, 4 
[CT 

[l, 3, 4 
[CT 

[l, 3, 4 

A sprig, her fair breast to adorn: 
A sprig her fair breast to adorn; 

No, by Heavens! I replied, let me perish for ever, 
Nay, by heaven, said I, may I perish if ever 

Ere I plant in that bosom a thorn! 
I plant in your bosom a thorn. 

(To be continued.) 

A curious Burns item in the library at 
Broughton House, KirkcudfJright 

Recently we have been checking the many 
hundreds of items in the Burns' section of 
the library collected by the artist E. A. 
Horne! in Broughton House. For a few 
moments we wondered why a slim bound 
pamphlet entitled 'Prospectus of Poems by 
a Lady' was there. 

On opening, the title-page didn't help. It 
read: 

Proposed 
to be published by Subscription 

in one volume, 8vo, price 8s. in boards 
POEMS 

on various subjects 
by 

A LADY 
Edinburgh 

Printed by John Moir, Royal Bank Close, 
Nov. 1801 

But on turning over, all was revealed-ON 
THE DEATH OF BURNS. This ran to 
four pages of about a hundred lines and it 
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is signed 'A Mourner'. A few lines will givP 
some idea of the 'quality' of the verse: 

But ye who honour Genius-sacred 
beam! 

From holy light a bright etherial gleam, 
Ye whom his happier verse has taught to 

glow, 
Now to his ashes pay the debt you owe, 
Draw pity's veil o'er his concluding 

scene, 
And let the stream of bounty flow for 

Jean. 

On the next page, under the printed 
heading 'Subscribers' are thirteen names 
beginning with Lord Craig and ending with 
General Grant and Captn. Macgregor. A 
Henry Mackenzie wanted 3 copies and Mrs 
Wedderburn of Hanover Square wanted 2. 
Returning to the title-page we find that 
after 'A LADY' someone has written in, 
'Mrs. Grant, widow of Mr. Grant, 
Minister of Laggan'. 



'Manners-Painting': Bums and Folklore 
by Jennifer J. Connor, M.A. 

A Paper Presented at the Bums Federation Annual Conference 
University of W estem Ontario, London, Ontario 

August 21, 1979 

THE tradition of his community played an 
integral role in Robert Bums' 

upbringing, and they were significantly to 
colour his later life and works. In his famous 
autobiographical letter to Dr. Moore, Bums 
himself noted one of his primary sources of 
folklore material, and confessed to the 
everlasting effect the old beliefs had upon 
him as a grown man: 

In my infant and boyish days too, I owed 
much to an old Maid of my Mother's, 
remarkable for her ignorance, credulity 
and superstition.-She had, I suppose, 
the largest collection in the county of 
tales and songs concerning devils, 
ghosts, fairies, brownies, witches, 
warlocks, spunkies, kelpies, elf-candles, 
dead-lights, wraiths, apparitions, 
cantraips, giants, inchanted towers, 
dragons and other trumpery.-This 
cultivated the latent seeds of Poesy; but 
had so strong an effect on my 
imagination, that to this hour, in my 
nocturnal rambles, I sometimes keep a 
sharp look-out in suspicious places; and 
though nobody can be more sceptical in 
these matters than I, yet it often takes an 
effort of Philosophy to shake off these 
idle terrors. 1 

Mother and grandmother had an early 
influence upon Bums as well. In one letter, 
he breifly mentions an old song of his 
mother's from which he quotes a verse (84); 
in another, he says of a Gaelic song- 'Leiger 
m'Chose'-'The only fragment remaining of 
the old words is the Chorus, still a favourite 
lullaby of my old mother, from whom I 
learned it' (644). Bums' grandmother, on 
the other hand, seems to have provided him 
with proverbial sayings such as, 'Leuk twice 
or ye loup ance' (167). Another of her 
expressions comes readily to Bums' mind 
when his thoughts became erratic-' as if the 

Devil ... rode on a Will-o' -Wisp, or, in her 
more classic phrase, SPUNKIE, were 
looking over my elbow' (561). 

These early influences were to continue 
with Bums' interaction with Scottish society. 
He was often to draw upon many of the 
folklore genres to lend vitality and an 
earthiness to his attempts at 'manners
painting. '2 

Folk expression was, of course, very 
important, for Bums was at his best when 
using his native dialect. Many of his poems, 
such as 'Tam o' Shanter', 'To a Haggis', and 
'To a Mouse' would never have the same 
emotive power without at least a smattering 
of the pithy vernacular. His great use of the 
aphoristic style of Scots folk speech is 
epitomised in the form of the proverb. In 
'Tam o' Shanter', for instance, we find 'Nae 
man can tether time or tide,' 3 and in 'To a 
Haggis' we see a common proverbial 
expression, 'Deil tak the hindmost.' 4 Bums 
uses this particular expression frequently in 
his letters,5 along with others such as his 
grandmother's saying, 'Leuk twice or ye loup 
ance.' Other folk expressions found in his 
letters alone include 'The break o' a days no 
the break a' a bargain' ( 42), 'Bode a robe and 
wear it' (237), 'Kings caffis betterthan ither 
folk's corn' (264), 'A man's mind is his 
kingdom' (321), and also he uses what has 
more recently become known as the 
W ellerism (after Charles Dickens' character 
Sam Weller):' "Light's heartsome,' quo the 
wife when she was stealing sheep' (237). 

Euphemisms or circumlocutions are also 
used widely; in every day speech these 
usually reflect the desire to avert bad luck or 
the evil eye. Bums provides his readers with 
quite a few in his 'Address to the Deil': the 
Devil here is Auld Hornie, Satan, Nick, 
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Clootie, Auld Hangie, Auld Cloots, and 
Auld Nickie-Ben.6 

Burns is also a master of the extended 
metaphor combined with a folk-name 
pseudonym in his letters. The most famous 
instance is, perhaps, his letter to Charles 
Sharpe which he signed' Johnie F aa' after his 
gypsy in the traditional ballad of the same 
name ( 446). On two other occasions, he 
used the epithet 'Thomas A. Linn' after the 
traditional ballad 'Tam Lin.' 7 Writing to 
William Pitt in 1789 to complain about the 
too heavy taxation of Scottish whisky, Burns 
closed his missive with the well-known' John 
Barleycorn' (311). Another of his letters 
was published in a newspaper over the name 
'Duncan MacLeerie' (335). (It is a moot 
point whether this was a folk name, for it also 
happens to be the title of a bawdy song in the 
Merry Muses collection, a song which a 
recent scholar has suggested is Burns' 
composition entirely. 8) 

Burns' use of belief and custom is perhaps 
most strikingly evident in his poem 
'Hallow'en'. The poem begins 'Upon that 
night', and Burns provides the reader with the 
information that this 'is thought to be a night 
when Witches, Devils, and other mischief
making beings are all abroad on their baneful 
midnight errands .. .'9 In this work, Burns 
gives detailed accounts of charms and spells, 
especially those which divine future spouses, 
such as the burning of nuts and the apple
eating rite in front of a mirror. 

The devil and beliefs concerning him are 
actually described more fully in' Address to a 
Deil'. Here the modern reader discovers 
that the Devil is associated with storms-a 
belief echoed in 'Tam o' Shanter'-that he 
speaks with a low moan, and that Water
Kelpies and Spunkies are in his employ to 
capture the unwary traveller. In 'Tam o' 
Shanter' these notions, and in particular, the 
initial belief in witches, the storm, the 
witching time of night, and their interaction, 
are all vital to the plot of the narrative. 
Many other beliefs are so well documented in 
this piece that I should only indicate a few 
here, such as the Devil in the shape of a black 
dog, the use of unchristened babes and 
murderer's bones in the rites of the 
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conventicle, the belief that mortals should 
not announce their presence at these rites, 
and the belief that demons cannot cross 
running water. 10 Of course, fundamentally, 
this poem is based upon the legend of 
Alloway Kirk which Burns knew so well he 
was able to outline three versions to Captain 
Grose in his letter in 1790. A few of the 
Scottish beliefs inherent in the tale are 
mentioned in other Burns' letters: he refers to 
the witching time of night at least twice in his 
correspondences (174, 506); he describes a 
beliefthat the Devil may appear as five swine 
( 110), or, that the Devil may ride a Will o' 
the Wisp, or Spunkie (561). (It is 
interesting to note that in this last reference, 
Burns uses the Spunkie to a large extent as a 
vehicle for humour: the letter is also signed 
'Spunkie'.) 

In another letter, Burns apostrophises, in a 
somewhat jocular fashion, 

0 thou Spirit! whatever thou art, or 
wherever thou makest thyself visible. 
Be thou a Bogle by the eerie side of an 
auld thorn, in the dreary glen through 
which the herd-callan maun bicker in his 
gloamin route frae the fauld!-Be thou a 
Brownie, set, at dead of night, to thy task 
by the blazing ingle, or in the solitary 
barn, where the repercussions of thy iron 
flail half affright thyself, as thou 
performest the work of twenty of the sons 
of men ere the cock-crowing summon 
thee to thy ample cog of substantial 
brose!-Be thou a Kelpie, haunting the 
ford, or ferry, in the starless night, mixing 
thy laughing yell with the howling of the 
storm, and the roaring of the flood, as 
thou viewest the perils and miseries of 
Man on the foundering horse, or in the 
tumbling boat!-Or, lastly, be thou a 
Ghost, paying thy nocturnal visits to the 
hoary ruins of decayed Grandeur; or 
performing thy mystic rites in the shadow 
of the time-worn Church, while the 
Moon looks, without a cloud, on the 
silent, ghastly dwellings of the dead 
around thee ... (506) 

His confident description of these folk beliefs 
and their trappings indicates Burns' knowl
edge of these matters. 

Finally, Burns' most remarkable and most 
familiar use of Scottish folklore is his 
adoption and adaptation of the traditional 
songs. In 1793 he wrote to George 



Thomson: 
What with my early attachment to 
ballads, Johnson's Museum, your book 
etc. Ballad-making is now as 
completely my hobby-horse, as ever 
Fortification was Uncle Toby's ... (557) 

Many times Bums borrowed a traditional 
tune and wrote completely new words, as in 
'The Posie' which he stated 'is well known i 
the West Country, but the old words are 
trash' (644). The Irish tune 'Peggy Bawn' 
served Bums well for his poem 'Man Was 
Made to Mourn'. Frequently adopting the 
text as well, he would make minor alterations 
to wording, or add his own verses to lengthen 
a fragmentary piece. In a letter to Mrs. 
Dunlop, Bums actually indicated those 
songs which were derived in this fashion: 

Those marked ... I have given to the 
world as old verses to their respective 
tunes; but in fact, of a good many of them, 
little more than the Chorus is ancient ... 

(285) 

His action helped to ensure the survival of 
many of these traditional songs, such as 
'John Barleycorn', 'John Anderson, my Jo', 
and 'MacPherson's Farewell' (644). Many 
are still heard today, such as 'Lady Mary 
Ann' which is traditionally sung as 'Lang A 
Growing,' 11 and 'As I Went Out Ae May 
Morning', recorded in recent years as 
'Tripping Over the Lea.' 12 Bums' 
'Kellybum Braes' was based upon the 
traditional ballad which was later included in 
the collection of American folklore scholar 
Francis Child under the title 'The Farmer's 
Curst Wife' (Child No. 278). 

The traditional texts of his country's 
ballads were so well known to Burns that in 
his own creations he also imitated their style, 
and often borrowed phrases such as the 
'gallows pins' and 'bonie burdies'13 which he 
incorporated into 'Tam o' Shanter'. 

Bums, as has been indicated in his 
adoption of traditional song, was fervently 
interested in the preservation of his country's 
heritage. In this manner he became one of 
the forerunners of the Scottish folklorists. 14 

In the later years of his life, he actively sought 
all manner of folklore material, especially 
song. He is best known, of course, for his 

collecting and editing of folksongs for 
Johnson's Scots Musical Museum, about 
which he had to say, 

There is a work going on in Edinburgh 
... I have been absolutely crazed about 
it, collecting old stanzas, and every 
information remaining respecting their 
origin, authors, etc., etc. (147) 

On another occasion he noted: 
This, you will easily guess, is an 
undertaking exactly to my taste. - I have 
collected, begg' d, borrow' d and stolen all 
the songs I could meet with. (193) 

He contributed in all over two hundred songs 
to this collection, complete with editorial 
comments. He gave much the same kind of 
material to George Thomson for his similar 
work, Select Scottish Airs. 

Frequently Bums was able to trace the 
ways and means of oral transmission, albeit 
tentatively, as in his discussion of 'Leiger 
m'Chose': 'the current name for the reel, to 
this day, at country weddings is, Liggeram 
cosh, a Lowland corruption of the original 
Gaelic' ( 644). At another time Bums 
offered a possible method of oral song 
dissemination: 

I have met with a musical Highlander ... 
who assures me that he well remembers 
his mother's singing Gaelic songs to 
both, Robin Adair and Gramachree. 
They certainly have more of the Scotch 
than Irish taste in them.-This man 
comes from the vicinity oflnvemess; so it 
could not be any intercourse with Ireland 
that could bring them-except, what I 
shrewdly suspect to be the case, the 
wandering Minstrels, Harpers, or Pipers, 
used to go frequently errant through the 
wilds both of Scotland and Ireland, and 
so some favourite airs might be common 
to both. (576) 

Bums often indicated his sources for the 
tunes he borrowed. This action perhaps 
suggests that he recognised any claim for 
authenticity requires some form of 
documentation. 'Posie,' for instance, he 
assigned to Mrs. Bums (644), 'Auld Lang 
Syne' was from an 'old man's singing' (586). 
'Craigiebumwood' was from' a country girl's 
singing' (557), and 'O'er the Moor Amang 
the Heather' was from the singing of a 
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woman named Jean Glover. 15 
A large collection which was not 

published in his own lifetime, but to which 
Bums also contributed much information 
was theMeny Muses. Many of the bawdy 
songs included in this work were altered in 
some way by Bums, usually through the 
addition of stanzas. 16 Some, of course, such 
as 'John Anderson, my Jo', were adapted as 
well for polite versions. 

Bums' 'Hallowe'en' is again a striking 
example of his work as folklore collector. It 
has been suggested that Bums wrote this 
piece for the sole purpose of documenting 
traditions which even he felt were dying 
out 27 The fact that he fully annotated the 
poem for the benefit of his contemporary 
readers tends to reinforce this opinion. It 
may be recalled, too, that Bums, the 
collector, recounted three variations of the 
Tam o' Shanter legend to Francis Grose. 

In all these ways Robert Bums was an 
acute recorder of Scottish folklore; one need 
only glance over his letters or his editorial 
comments for the Museum to gain a great 
appreciation of the man as folklore expert 
In fact, he was a true folklorist, 
encompassing all facets of this profession: 
collector, annotator, and historical and 
geographical researcher of folklore material 
and its sources. 

Before I leave the subject of Bums and his 
interaction with folklore, I must briefly note 
the effect which he had upon oral tradition 
himself, especially upon traditions which 
arose following his death. His own 
axiomatic phrases such as 'to see oursels as 
ithers see us', 'the best laid plans o' mice and 
men' (borrowed by him originally for 'To a 
Mouse' and slightly misquoted by the 
populace ever since18), and another phrase 
borrowed from tradition, 'a man's a manfor 
a' that.' 19 

A few of his songs, either those re-written 
versios, or those which originated with 
Bums, have also passed into oral tradition
songs such as' Auld Lang Syne' and 'Comin' 
Thro the Rye'. As well; Bums was probably 
the subject of many a song himself; one in 
particular is still recovered from tradition 
today, and is called 'Bums and His Highland 
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Mary.'20 
Finally, Bums has become the subject of 

tall tales and anecdotes, all of which have as 
their primary theme Bums' wit, his love, or 
his sexual prowess. One humorous 
anecdote portrays Bums on a visit to 
Edinburgh. While crossing The Meadows, 
he meets a young woman carrying a basket of 
eggs. Returning Bums' friendly greeting, 
the young lady asks his name, and the 
conversation ensues thus: 

'I'm the famous Ayrshire poet, Robbie 
Bums, on a visit to Auld Reekie.' 
'O, is that whae ye are? I've heerd tell 
o' ye. I suppose l'lljeest hae to lay doon 
my basket o' eggs, then.'21 

In this discussion I have attempted to 
show some of the ways in which the lore of 
the folk influenced the life and works of 
Robert Bums. Bums was raised in the 
milieu of traditional song and story-telling. 
These affected his views of life, perhaps 
initiating his keen interest later in studying 
'men, their manners and their ways' (10, 13). 
The traditions of his native country were 
incorporated into much of his prose and 
poetic works; through their inclusion Bums 
was able to breathe the life of the folk into 
almost everything he wrote. He truly 
became the master of 'manners-painting'. 
His childhood acquaintance with the 
traditions of his people, his constant 
interaction with the society which 
engendered those traditions, combined with 
his own poetic use of the traditions, all had a 
synergistic effect upon his desire to know and 
preserve the Scotland he loves so well. It 
only remained for him to devote the latter 
years of his life almost entirely to the 
chronicling of his people's manners and their 
ways. He became the voice of the folk 
simultaneously as scholar, and as poet 

REFERENCES 

1 Robert Bums, Letter to Dr. John Moore, 
August 2, 1787 in J. DeLancey 
Ferguson, ed., The Letters of Robert 
Bums, 2 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 



1931), 1:125 (p.106). All future 
citations are enclosed within parenthesis 
in the text and refer to the Letter number 
assigned by Ferguson. 

2 Robert Bums, 'The Vision. Duan 
Second,' 1. 241 in James Kingsley, ed., 
The Poems and Songs of Robert Burns, 3 
vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1968), 
1:112. 

3 Kinsley, III:1357. Kinsley notes this is 
an agricultural variant of the proverb. 

4 Kinsley, III: 1222. 
5 For example, Ferguson 396, 507, 526; 

and in his variation 'Deil tak the 
foremost,' Ferguson 454. 

6 Kinsley, 1:168ff. 
7 Douglas D. Short, 'Robert Bums, 'Tamo' 

Shanter', and the Authorship of'Duncan 
Macleerie',' Studies in Scottish Literature 
13 (1968):37. 

18 Short, p.37. 
9 Kinsley, 1:152. 

10 For a discussion of these see Mary Ellen 
B. Lewis, 'Bums' 'Tale o' Truth': A 
Legend in Literature,' Folklore Institute 
Journal 13 (1976):241-262. 

11 See G. Malcolm Laws, American 
Balladry from British Broadsides, 
{Philadelphia: American Folklore 
Society, 1957), p.242 (his broadside 
number 0 35). 

12 See James C. Dick, The Songs of Robert 
Burns and Notes on Scottish Songs by 
Robert Burns, ( 1903 and 1908; reprint 
ed., Hatboro, Penn.: Folklore Associates, 
1962), No.342, p.492. See also Phillips 
Barry, 'Irish Come-All-Ye's,' Journal of 
American Folklore 22 ( 1909):382-383; 
and, Laws, p.258 (his broadside number 
p.19). 

13 See Kinsley, III: 1361, 1362. 
14 For a discussion see Mary Ellen B. Lewis, 

" 'The joy of my heart': Robert Bums as 
Folklorist,' Scottish Studies 20 
(1976):45-67. 

15 Dick, No.356, p.501. 
16 Gershon Legman, The Merry Muses of 

Caledonia (New York: University 
Books, 1965), pp.xxx, xxxiv. 

17 See Bums' headnote to the poem, 
Kinsley, 1:152. 

18 See Kinsley, III: 1093. 
19 See Legman, p.144. 
20 Laws, p.242 (his broadside number 0 

34). 
21 Herschel Gower, 'Bums in Limbo,' 

Studies in Scottish Literature 5 
( 1967 /68):235. 

The Paisley Burns Club-Instituted 1805. 

A Greetin' Roon the Warl' 
Faur roon the warl' this nicht, 
Scots come by this Greetin' 
Frae the Paisley Burns Club, 
The auldest of its kin'. 
Scots hesp strang hauns, meetin' 
Shouther tae shouther, wi' thochts, 
Gey fond, o' days lang syne. 

A' roon the war!' this nicht, 
Scotch drink we'll sowp, an' raise 
Ae toast, frae tables set 
Wi' muckel hamely fare. 
Scots hecht while ingles blaze 
That toast tae rhymin' Robin
Frae you, an' me, an' mair. 

A' roon the war!' this nicht, 
Scots feet will tak' their ways 
Frae biggin's pit-by yett, 
Frae mansion's classic portal. 
Scots chiels tak' tent an' praise 
The sangs, the verse, the man, 
The Mem'ry Immortal. 

25 th January, 1983 
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Henryson's 
'The Taill of the Uponlandis Mous 

and the Burges Mous' 
and Burns's 

'The Twa Dogs' 
by Dietrich Strauss 

To have a closer look at hitherto unnoticed 
examples of continuation of principal 
medieval literary patterns into later 
centuries was, I am glad to acknowledge, 
agreed on as being within the scope of the 
conference. 

In my paper I should like to draw atten
tion to one specimen of this continuation 
which, though of literary momentum, has 
as yet been overlooked: the influence of 
Henryson's 'The Taill of the Uponlandis 
Mous and the Burges Mous' on Burns's 
'The Twa Dogs'. 

At the outset of what I shall have to 
discuss I want to say this: I maintain that 
the hypothesis I shall be setting forth 
asserting a certain historical relation con
tains a high degree of probability. There 
may, however, be some who will rate this 
degree somewhat lower than myself, 
though I trust there will be none who 
discards it as altogether improbable. 

Now those who may be a bit more 
sceptical than myself will perhaps neverthe
less be prepared to accept what I shall have 
to say as a study in comparative literary 
criticism. 

As yet the two poems in question have 
never been seen in any closer relation. The 
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Burns editors Henley and Henderson, 
when discussing models which might have 
influenced Burns as he wrote 'The Twa 
Dogs', do not even mention Henryson I. 

It is true there have been scholars
among them David Daiches in 19502, Kurt 
Wittig in 19583, Thomas Crawford in 
19604 and James Kinsley in 19685-who 
pointed out certain affinities of the literary 
treatment of animals both in Henryson's 
and Burns's poetry. But they all did so in 
rather general terms. 

Therefore you may, perhaps, find it 
somewhat surprising to hear me endeavour 
to discuss Henryson's influence on Burns 
as having become manifest in structural 
detail. 
1. Henley, W. E., Henderson, T. F., 'The 

Poetry of Robert Burns', Edinburgh 1896, 
vol. I, pp. 318-319 

2. Daiches, D., 'Robert Burns', New York 
1950, pp. 110-111 

3. Wittig, K., 'The Scottish Tradition in 
Literature', Edinburgh, London 1958, p. 214 

4. Crawford, T., 'Burns-A Study of the 
Poems and Songs', Edinburgh, London 
1960, pp. 77, 168 n. 48 

5. Kinsley, J., 'The Poems and Songs of Robert 
Burns', Oxford 1968 (henceforth cited as 
'Poems & Songs'), p. 1105 



To start with, however, let me call your 
attention to some strange discrepancy 
pertaining to 'The Twa Dogs' only: 

On the one hand Burns reserved the first 
place in his Kilmarnock edition for 'The 
Twa Dogs'. I think we simply cannot-and 
this has been overlooked by so many-but 
understand this decision of the poet's as 
wanting to particularly emphasise that he 
had to say in it,-as wanting to press his 
point so that no one should miss it. 

Its essence will have to be discussed later. 
Obvious it is, however, that it carried state
ments that could well have proved 
extremely dangerous if not deadly for 
Burns's career as a poet which was just 
about the begin. 

Think of his scornful and devastating 
description of life and character of the 
gentry and the concise and acid summing 
up of this description in theines. 

There's some exceptions, man an' woman; 
But this is Gentry's life in common. I 

It has always seemed incredible to me 
that Burns, whose sense of reality was so 
highly developed, was not acutely aware of 
the risk he was running when granting 'The 
Twa Dogs' the place of honour in the 
Kilmarnock edition; only a silly dreamer of 
less than average intelligence might 
possibly not have realised it. 

It is, all the more, astonishing that he 
nevertheless decided to begin the selection 
of his poetry with this very poem. 

The danger which, as we cannot but 
assume, distinctly comprehensible for him 
automatically arose from this2 only stresses 
the fact that he attached great literary and 
moral importance to 'The Twa Dogs'. 

On the other hand it is in the light of 
what has just been said highly surprising 

I. Poems & Songs, p. 145 
2. A danger which he by the way apparently 

tried to counterpoise by the 'Preface' to the 
Kilmarnock Edition-and by the 'Dedica
tion' in the 1787 Edinburgh edition, in which 
'The Twa Dogs' also figured as first poem. 

E 

that we should know so very little about 
how Burns came to write 'The Twa Dogs': 

The few lines in which Gilbert Burns 
refers to the origination of the poem! only 
pertain to the private side of it, namely to 
the killing of the poet's favourite dog 
Luath, which prompted him to compose 
some lines in memory of this dog. 
I. [Currie, J.], 'The Works of Robert Burns; 

with an Account of his Life, and a Criticism 
on his Writings .... ', Liverpool 1800, vol. 
III, pp. 385-386 

Nothing, however, do we learn from 
Gilbert about what made the poet discuss 
social problems at such a considerable 
length in 'The Twa Dogs'. 

Nor is the frequent reference of critics to 
Fergusson's 'Mutual Complaint of Plain
stanes and Causey' of much help for us, for 
this poem touches the social questions 
which Burns raises in 'The Twa Dogs' to no 
noteworthy degree. 

Finally, the poems to which in turn 
Fergusson's 'Mutual Complaint' is in
debted, contain little that could have led 
Burns to discuss social problems in the way 
in which he did it in 'The Twa Dogs'. 

As, however, Burns so frequently 
worked on older literary models, the possi
bility should not be excluded that he was 
inspired by a poem which as far as its 
relation to Burns's poetry goes has as yet 
escaped the notice of literary historians. 

Probably the most widely known l Sth 
century edition of Scottish poetry was 
Allan Ramsay's renowned 'The Ever 
Green, being a collection of Scots Poems, 
Wrote by the Ingenious before 1600'. It 
appeared in Edinburgh in 1724; a second 
edition was published in 1761. 

True enough, Burns never mentioned 
this anthology by name; on the other hand 
we know that he was very familiar with 
Ramsay's collecting literary activities; 
according to his own testimony he was well 
acquainted with Ramsay's collection of 
Scottish songs, the 'Tea Table Miscellany'. 
For that reason alone the existence of 'The 
Ever Green' could not possibly have 
remained unknown to him. Moreover, and 
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that is perhaps of greater importance, it 
was the ideal source for the knowledge of 
older Scottish Poetry for all those whose 
interest was not specifically scholarly, but 
literary in a wider sense of the word. 

Who knows Burns's eager interest in 
Scottish literature, and considers, at the 
same time, the bibliographical scene in 
l 8th century Scotland, will be forced to 
come to the conclusion that the probability 
of Burns's having come across Ramsay's 
collection 'The Ever Green' borders on 
security! I 

Now, in its first volume Henryson's fable 
'The Taill of the Uponlandis Mous and the 
Burges Mous'2 is printed under the title 
'The Borrowstoun Mous, and the Land
wart Mous'3. This is also the case in the 
second edition of 'The Ever Green'4 of 
1761 which, of course, was more likely to 
be used by Burns than the first. 

It must at once be emphasised here that it 
was that 18th century version Burns 
became in all probability acquainted 
with-and not any of the extant 16th 
century manuscript or print versions, 
which were, as a matter of course, closer to 
Henryson. 

1. cf. Molenaar, H., 'Robert Burns' 
Beziehungen zur Litteratur', Erlangen, 
Leipzig 1899, in: 'Miinchener Beitrage zur 
Romanischen und Englischen Philologie', 
vol. XVII. p. 11; Wittig, K., 'The Scottish 
Tradition in Literature', Edinburgh, London 
1958,p.214 

2. Title according to Thomas Bassandyne, 'The 
Morall Fabillis of Esope the Phrygian', Edin
burgh 1571; cf. Wood, H. H., 'The Poems 
and Fables of Robert Henryson ... ', Edin
burgh, London 21958, p. 1 

3. Ramsay, A. [ed.], 'The Ever Green, being a 
collection of Scots Poems, Wrote by the 
Ingenious before 1600. ', Edinburgh 1724, 
vol. I, pp. 144-155 

4. Ramsay, A. [ed.], 'The Ever Green, being a 
collection of Scots Poems, Wrote by the 
Ingenious before 1600.', Edinburgh 2J761 
(henceforth cited as 'Ever Green, 2nd ed.'), 
vol. I, pp. 144-155-This second edition is in 
content and arrangement almost identical 
with the first 
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Consequently I shall cite all quotations 
from Henryson's fable in the form printed 
in the second edition of Ramsey's 'The 
Ever Green'. (And for reasons of con
venience I shall henceforth speak of 
Henryson's fable as of 'The Twa Myis'
thus avoiding the longer-and for our pur
poses somewhat unwieldy-titles used by 
Bassandyne and Ramsay.) 

In parenthesis mention should at least be 
made that there were other possibilities for 
Burns to become acquainted with certain 
sections of Henryson's poetry. In the 
collection 'Ancient Scottish Poems ... ', 
published in Edinburgh in 17701, the selec
tion made by the editor must have highly 
appealed to him: Far from giving all of 
Henryson's fables only two were printed in 
full. These two are primarily concerned 
with the abuse of the common man by the 
rich and powerful, namely 'The Dog, the 
Wolf, and the Scheip'2 and 'The Wolfe and 
the Lame'3. And among the four Morali
tates that are chosen there is the one of 
'The Borrowistoun Mous, and the Up-on
land Mouss'4. 

It is obvious that Burns could not take 
up and continue those elements in 'The 
Twa Myis' that are of a scholastic nature. 
Not only he, but his age, the age of 
enlightenment, simply had no intellectual 
access to them. 

However, there were other components 
in Henryson's fable which apparently 
impressed the young Burns, components 
which-perhaps-did not figure in Henry
sop's poetic consciousness as of principal 
momentum, but to which he nevertheless 
gave convincing expression: components of 
socio-economic relevance. 

1. [Lord Hailes, ed.], 'Ancient Scottish Poems. 
Published from the MS. of George 
Bannatyne, MDLXVIII.', Edinburgh 1770 

2. op. cit., pp. 109-115 (title spelt as in this 
edition) 

3. op. cit., pp. 116-121 (title spelt as in this 
edition) 

4. op. cit., pp. 127-128 (title as spelt as in this 
edition) 



It is probably a good idea to distinguish 
between 'intention' and 'intentionality' 
when dealing with Henryson and 'The Twa 
Myis'. Henryson's consciously perceived 
intention was no doubt to voice a moral 
congruent with, and poetically furthering, 
Christian ethics as understood in the late 
middle ages. Subconsciously, however, he 
added something which had comparatively 
little to do with that, he added, as I hope 
we all shall presently see, a presentation of 
certain socio-economic features of the 
Scotland of his days. 

The result of this subconscious impetus 
contributed essentially to what I should like 
to call the intentionality of the poem, not 
being what the poet consciously wanted to 
say, but what the poem actually said
what, at least to a large extent, its message 
as comprehended by its readers consisted 
of. 

Of course, for Burns only the inten
tionality of Henryson's fable mattered, not 
the poet's intention. And of the spectrum 
of this intentionality it was only the 
sections accessible to 18th century minds 
that Burns could make poetic use of; in 
other words, what in this paper should 
alone interest us, is how Burns understood 
Henryson's 'The Twa Myis' and not what 
Henryson's preconceived intentions were 
when he set out to write his fable. 
Before enumerating parallels a re
examination of the two poems is unavoid
able. Let us first have a look at 'The Twa 
Myis': 

In his study 'Robert Henryson', Oxford 
1967, Professor MacQueen maintained: 

· 'The Two Mice' is the first fable to 
have a particular reference to 
fifteenth-century Scotland; it is built 
round the relationship of the new 
Third Estate, the burgesses, to the 
stock from which they sprang, the 
country folk. I, 

1. MacQueen, J., 'Robert Henryson-A Study 
of the Major Narrative Poems', Oxford 
1967, p. 121 

a statement which I think must be agreed to 
and which may well serve as a starting 
point. 

Professor MacQueen goes on to say that 
critics unfortunately have tended to 
concentrate on animal rather than 
human detail2, 

something which was probably justified in 
1967. 

But he then proceeds to interpreting 'The 
Twa Myis' primarily in the terms of 

types ... of fallen humanity3 

and, moreover, maintains that the essence 
of the Moralitas is not equally directed 
against both mice but specifically against 

the aspiring sister from the country. 4 

It is in these last two statements which 
should prompt us to some reconsideration 
as to what the message of this fable is. 

I do not by any means assume that it is 
altogether wrong to interpret 'The Twa 
Myis' in terms of scholastic philosophy or 
theology, though I should like to assert that 
such an endeavour will make us understand 
only one level of the poem's meaning and 
will miss others that are quite important, 
too. 

Let me in passing point out that the 
realism in the narrative is astounding, cer
tainly more intense than in some other of 
Henryson's fables. The Twa Myis enjoy all 
the food in the larder, not, however the 
wine-but drink water instead. Why this? 
The answer is, of course, very simple: In 
real life mice will no doubt prefer water to 
wine! 

This does not mean to say that our fable 
is devoid of symbolic figurations. As with a 
large part of medieval poetry the very 
opposite is the case: the poem is positively 
of an allegorical nature. Yet, its realism 
which is nevertheless obvious is perhaps an 
indication that its allegory mainly hints at 
something more worldly, more earthly 
than hitherto assumed. 

In order to find out what that may be I 
suggest that we should not concentrate on 
single lines, considered more or less 
isolated from their contexts, but rather 
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re-examine the fable as a whole, evaluating 
the bearing of conversation and action 
from the beginning to the end. 

This is all the more appropriate as I 
suppose that the young Burns, when com
posing 'The Twa Dogs', did not directly 
work from 'The Twa Myis', but was rather 
influenced by a-perhaps only half
conscious-recollection of its content 
deriving from having read it on some 
earlier occasion. 

A short summary of the development of 
action and conversation of 'The Twa Myis' 
is, therefore, desirable: 

The conditions of existence of the 
Borrowstoun Mouse and the Landwart 
Mouse are-though they are sisters
utterly different. One, 

The Rural Mous, unto the Winter tyde, 
Thold Cauld and hunger aft, and grit 
Distress I. 

In striking contrast to that 
The uther Mous that in the Burgh can byde, 
Was Gilt-bruther, and made a frie Burges, 
Toi frie, and without Custom mair or less, 

And Friedom had to gae quhair eir scho 
list, 
Amang the Chies and Meil in Ark or Kist. I 

One day, the town mouse decides to visit 
her sister in the country. After a long 
search she at last finds her. The scene of 
their encounter is described very 
sympathetically, proving, without any 
doubt that the author wanted to show the 
mice capable of intense positive social 
emotions and reactions. 

The abode of the country mouse is ver.y 
simple: 

... it was a semple Wane 
Of Fog and Fern, full fecklesly was main, 

A silly Sheil, under a Eard-fast Stane, 
Of quhilk the Entrie was not hie nor 

braid.2 

I. Evergreen 2nd ed., vol. I, p. 144 
2. op. cit., p. 146 
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They enter it, and immediately the 
country mouse offers her rural hospitality: 

. .. Nuts and Pais insteid of Spyce. 
However, the tone between the two 

sisters suddenly changes; the well-to-do in a 
rather haughty way rejects the meal offered 
by her poorer relative: 

My Sister fair, quod scho, haif me excust, 
This Dyet rude and I can neir accord; 

With tender Meit my Stomick still is ust, 
For quhy, I fair as weil as ony Lord. 
Thir withert Nuts and Peis, or they be 

bord, 
Will brek my Chafts, and mak my Teith full 
sklender, 
Quhilk has bein ust before to Meit mair 
tender. 

To which the rural mouse, apparently 
taken aback, answers in two noteworthy 
stanzas: 

WEIL Sister, weil then, quoth the rural 
Mous, 
Gif that ze pleis sic Things as ze se heir, 

Baith Mait and Drink, and Harbouray and 
Hous, 
Sall be zour a win, will ze remain all Zeir, 
Ze salt it haif with blyth and hairtly Cheir 

And that sould mak the Messes that ar 
rude, 
Still amang Friends richt tender, sweit and 
gude. 

QUHAT Plesans is in Feists mair dilicate, 
The quhilk ar given with a gloumand 

Brow; 
A gentle Heart is better recreate 
With Usage blyth, than seith to him a 

Cow; 
Ane Modicum is better, zeill allow, 

Sae that Gude-will be Carver at the Dess, 
Than a thrawn Vult, and mony a spycie 
Mass.I 

This argument, however, reasonable and 
well-phrased though it is, does not avail 
anything. 

Instead, the town mouse persuades the 
country mouse to accompany her to her 
urban home: 

I. Evergreen 2nd. ed., vol. I, pp. 147-148 



LET be this Hole, and cum unto my Place, 
I sail zou schaw, by gude Experience, 

That my Gude-Frydays better than zour 
Pase, 
And a Dish licking worth zour hale 

Expence; 
Houses I haif enow of grit Defence, 

Of Cat, nor Fall, nor Trap, I haif nae 
Dreid: 
This said,-that was convinced,-and furth 
they zeid. 

It should be noted (1) that it is not the 
country mouse from which the initiative 
springs, (2) that the town mouse arouses a 
feeling of security in the country mouse 
which is not justified. 

Well, they finally arrive at a 'worthy 
Wane' in town 

. . . where Vittel was Plenty, 
Baith Cheis and Butter on Jang Skelfs richt 

hie, 
With Fish and Flesh enough beith frash and 
salt, 
And Pokks full of Grots, Barlie Meil and 
Malt. 

They begin to dine 
On every Dish that Cuikmen can divyne, 
Muttone and Beif cut out in Talzies grit, 
Ane Erles Fair thus can they counterfitt 

To eik the Cheir, in Plenty furth scho 
brocht, 
A Plate of Grots, and a large Dish of Mail, 
A threfe of Caiks, I trow scho spairt them 
nocht, 
Abundantlie about her did scho deill; 
Furmage full fyne scho brocht insteid of 

Geil• 
Their feasting is suddenly interrupted by 

the Spencer, a first shock for the country 
mouse, and again, after the Spencer's dis
appearance, by Gib Hunter, the cat. This 
time it is more than a shock for the country 
mouse, the cat drives her into acute agony, 
only a desperate effort on her side makes a 
narrow escape possible for her. 

These two frightening events are enough 
to open the eyes of the country mouse: 

Sister fairweil, heir I they Feist defy. 

I. Evergreen 2nd ed., Vol. I, p. 150 

WER I anes in the Cot that I cam frae, 
For Weil nor Wae I sould neir cum again. 

With that scho tuke her Leif, and furth can 
gae, 
Quhyles throw the Riggs of Corn, quhyles 

owre the Plain, 
Quhen scho was furth and frie, her Heart 

was fain, 
And merrylie she linkit owre the Murs, 
Needless to tell how afterwart scho fure. 

BUT this in schort she reikt her eisy Den, 
As Warm as on suppose it was not grit, 

Full beinly stuffit it was baith butt and ben, 
With Peis, and Nuts, and Beins, and Ry 

andQuheit 
When eir scho lykt scho had anoch of 

Mait, 
In Eise and Quiet, without Sturt and Dreid, 
But till her Sister's Feist nae mair she zeid.2 

Bearing in mind these last two stanzas of 
the narrative part of the fable, the country 
mouse being released into the homely 
world of her rural dwelling, finding 
warmth, food, security, quietude and 
happy contentment there, it is certainly 
impossible to interpret her in terms of 
'fallen humanity'. 

In order to find out how to understand 
her more adequately, some characteristics 
of the narrative of the 'Twa Myis' should 
be recalled now: 
(1) Two animals of the same species 

figure predominantly in it. 
(2) They represent different social classes: 

one stands for the well-to-do bour
beois merchants-the other for the 
poor farming people. 

(3) In spite of their belonging to 
antagonistic socio-economic spheres 
they are at the beginning of the narra
tive on very friendly terms with each 
other. 

(4) The essence of the fable is conveyed in 
the conversation of the two; the action 
serves mainly as underlining and 
emphasising the principal points of 
this conversation. 

(5) The topics of the conversation are the 
living conditions of the two classes. It 
centers around food, housing and 
security. 
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(6) Behaviour and character of the 
representative of the possessing class 
are morally blameworthy in several 
respects: They comprise the elements 
of arrogance, boasting, making 
promises that cannot be kept, knowing 
easy and tricky ways out of difficulties 
which arise from exploiting property 
to which there is no moral title, and 
leaving others in difficulties who do 
not know the same ways of escape. 

(7) Yet the existential situation of the 
representative of the possessing class is 
constantly endangered. In striking 
contrast to the wishful think that 
temporary paradise-like conditions 
will last 'For evermair ... and !anger 
to' I there is the constant threat of 
comple frustration and utter ruin. 

(8) Behaviour and character of the 
representative of the class of the poor 
are-on the whole-praiseworthy: 
Unrestricted hospitality though living 
in poverty, trusting in the words of 
friends, ability to draw sound 
common-sense conclusions from 
disasters. Milder strictures pertain to 
the temporary naivete of the rural 
mouse. 

(9) The existential situation of the 
representative of the class of the poor 
is, though materially very limited, 
much preferable to that of the possess
ing class: it secures the satisfaction of 
all elementary needs and grants peace 
of mind. 

In view of what has just been set forth ~ 
closer look at the second stanza of the 
moralitas is very telling indeed: 

BLISSIT be symple Lyfe, withoutten 
Dreid, 
Blissit be sober Feist in Quietie; 

Quha has eneuch of nae mair has he Neid, 
Thoucht it be litle into Quantitie, 
Aboundance grit and blind prosperitie, 

Maks aftentymes a very ill Conclusion: 

I. Evergreen 2nd ed., vol. I, p. 150 
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The sweitest Lyfe therefore in this 
Countrie 
Is Sickerness and Peace with small 
possesion. l 

It would not for a moment doubt that 
the sort of life depicted in these lines comes 
near the Christian ideal of a pious life of 
laymen; however it is also the ideal of life 
cherished by the peasants-not only in 
Scotland, by the way, but in many parts of 
Europe-at the end of the middle ages. 
Religious notions of an adequate moral 
conduct in life and-if you allow the 
expression-class consciousness flow into 
one here and contribute to the complex 
structure of the fable. 

Having-as a matter of course-granted 
the existence of the theological component 
on the one hand, I find it, on the other, 
absolutely impossible to overlook the deal
ing of the fable with socio-economic prob
lems. Who does not see the socio-economic 
relevance of the 'The Twa Myis' will have 
difficulties to detect it elsewhere in the late 
medieval allegorical poetry. 

What else is 'Sickerness and Peace with 
small possesion'2 than the socio-economic 
aim of the Scottish peasantry over the 
centuries? 

What else is it than an anticipation of the 
rural world depicted in 'The Cotter's Satur
day Night'? 

Or should we perhaps say 'the rural 
dream world', because the formula 'Sicker
ness and Peace with small pc;>SSeSsioir' had 
of necessity more the character of a social 
demand than the quality of a true descrip
tion of the living conditions of the 
peasantry-both in Henryson's and in 
Burns's days. 

We are now in Burns's poetic world. It 
is, however, not the 'Cotter's Saturday 
Night'-interesting though this might 

1. Evergreen 2nd ed., vol. I, pp. 154-155 
2. op. cit., p. 155; Dassandyne just gives: 

'sickernes with small posessioun', cf. Wood, 
H. H., 'The Poems and Fables of Robert 
Henryson ... ', Edinburgh, London2 1958, 
p. 16 



be-but 'The Twa Dogs' that we must 
direct our attention to. 

Since this poem is probably more widely 
known that 'The Twa Myis', some quota
tions and a few summing up remarks as to 
its contents must suffice: 

The two dogs, Ceasar, 'keepet for his 
Honor's pleasure'!, and Luath, 'a plough
man's collie'2, meat on one of their usual 
encounters and start 

. . . a lang digression 
About the lords o' the creation.3 

First it is Ceasar's turn: 
Our Laird gets in his racked rents, 

His coals, his kane, an' a' his stents; 
He rises when he likes himsel; 
His flunkies answer at the bell; 
He ca's his coach; he ca's his horse; 
He draws a bonie, silken purse 
As tang's my tail, whare thro' the steeks, 
The yellow, letter' d Geordie keeks. 

Frae morn to een it's nought but toiling, 
At baking, roasting, frying, boiling: 
An' tho' the gentry first are steghan, 
Yet ev'n the ha' folk fill their peghan 
Wi' sauce, ragouts, an' sic like trashtrie, 
That's little short o' downright wastrie.4 

To which Luath answers: 
Trowth, Ceasar, whyles they're fash'd 

eneugh; 
A Cotter howckan in a sheugh, 
Wi' dirty stanes biggan a dyke, 
Bairan a quarry, an' sic like, 
Himsel, a wife, he thus sustains, 
A smytria o' wee, duddie weans, 
An' noght but his han' -daurk, to keep 
Them right an' tight in thack an' reap. 

An' when they meet wi' sair disasters, 
Like loss o' health, or want o' masters, 
Ye maist wad think, a wee touch !anger, 
An' they maun starve o' cauld an' hunger: 
But how it comes, I never kent yet, 
They're maistly wonderfu' contented; 
An' buirdly chiels, an' clever hizzies, 
Are bred in sic a way as this is. 5 

1. Poems & Songs, p. 138 
2. ibid. 
3. op. cit., p. 139 
4. ibid. 
5. op. cit., p. 140 

Their conversation then touches topics 
related to this first exchange of 
experiences, such as the behaviour of 
factors trying to exert rents due from 
peasants that cannot pay, the interest of the 
rural population in political and ecclesias
tical matters of common cencern, and the 
sporting activities of members of the 
gentry, only to come back in the end to 
such elementary things as shelter, feeding, 
health, and work. 

After Luath's somewaht naive enquiry 
But will ye tell me, master Ceasar, 

Sure great folk's life's a life o' pleasure? 
Nae cauld nor hunger e'er can steer them, 
The vera thought o't need na fear them. I, 

Ceasar gives a sort of common sense 
summary 

L-d man, were yet but whyles where I am, 
The gen ties ye wad ne'er envy them! 

It's true, they needna starve or sweat, 
Thro' Winter's cauld, or Summer's heat; 
They've nae sair-wark to craze their banes, 
An fill auld-age wi' grips an' granes: 
But human-bodies are sic fools, 
For a' their Colledges an' Schools, 
That when nae real ills perplex them, 
They make now themsels to vex them; 
An' ay the less they hae to sturt them, 
In like proportion, less will hurt them. 

A country fellow at the pleugh, 
His acre's till'd he's right eneugh; 
A country girl at her wheel, 
Her dizzen's done, she's unco wee!; 
But Gentlemen, an' Ladies warst, 
Wi' ev'n down want o'wark they're curst. 
They loiter, longing, lank an' lazy; 
Tho, deil-haet ails them, yet uneasy; 
Their days, insipid, dull an' tasteless, 
Their nights, unquiet, tang an' restless. 

An' ev'n their sports, their balls an' races, 
Their galloping thro' public places, 
There's sic parade, sic pomp an' art, 
The joy can scarcely reach the heart. 

The Men cast out in party-matches, 
Then sowther a' in deep debauches. 
Ae night, they'r mad wi' drink an' wh-ring, 
Niest day their life is past enduring.2 

1. Poems & Songs, p. 143 
2. op. cit., pp. 143-144 
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There's some exceptions, man an' woman; 
But this is Gentry's life in common. 

After this verdict they depart 'resolv'd to 
meet some ither day'. 

Let us now, as was done with 'The Twa 
Myis', recall some characteristics of 'The 
TwaDogs'. 
(l) Two animals of the same species 

figure predominantly in it. 
(2) They are connected with different 

social classes: one belongs to a 
member of the gentry-the other to a 
member of the poor farming popula
tion. 

(3) In spite of their belonging to members 
of antagonistic socio-economic 
spheres they are on very friendly terms 
with each other. 

(4) The essence of the poem is conveyed in 
the conversation of the two; there is no 
action of importance. 

(5) The topics of the conversation are the 
living conditions of the two classes. It 
centers around food, housing, health, 
family life, economic dependance of 
the peasantry, their political and 
religious interests and the dissipating 
activities of the gentry. 

(6) Behaviour and character of the 
possessing class are morally severely 
blameworthy: They comprise idleness, 
gluttony, i.e. wasting of time and 
material goods, gossiping, whoring, 
disregard for the material needs and 
difficulties of the peasantry, political 
disinterest and activities that are 
opposed to the good of the country. 

(7) Despite material independence the 
existential situation of the possessing 
class is anything but enviable. Their 
members are plagued by the physical 
and mental consequences of 'down 
want o' wark', 'debauches', 'drink an' 
wh-ring'. 

I. As to what will have to be said on 'The Twa 
Dogs', compare Crawford, T., 'Burns-A 
Study of the Poems and Songs', Edinburgh, 
London 1960, pp. 169-174. Obviously, one 
cannot but agree when he with regard to this 
poem maintains that 'social class is the 
dominant theme', op. ell., p. 170 

72 

(8) Behaviour and character of the class 
of the poor are-on the whole
praiseworthy: Hard working for their 
livelihood under unfavourable condi
tions, endurance in adverse situations, 
contentment with their lot, deriving 
intense joy from a happy family life, 
genuine and lively-though somewhat 
naive-interest in matters pertaining 
to politics and religion, ability to 
enjoy social pleasures in an unsophisti
cated, elementary way. 

(9) The existential situation of the class of 
the poor is, though materially very 
limited, much preferable to that of the 
possessing class, it grants a way of life 
in which-contrary to what normally 
awaits the rich-true happiness can be 
quite often experienced. 

This is, of course, not all that can be said 
to sum up the message of 'The Twa 
Dogs'-for surely a message it is-, of 
which more must be discussed presently. 

Let us, however, for a moment recall the 
set of nine statements on Henryson's 'The 
Twa Myis' and compare them to that set of 
nine on Burns's 'The Twa Dogs' which 
have just been made: 

As a matter of fact in their totality they 
are not wholly identical. But whoever will 
expect anything like that when comparing 
specimens of great poetry? 

On the other hand these sets show most 
striking parallels. Indeed these parallels are 
so momentous that the conclusion that 
Burns when composing 'The Twa Dogs' 
was in some way or other influenced by 
Henryson's fable on 'The Twa Myis' seem 
virtually unavoidable. 

This accepted we can proceed to state 
that the influence of Henryson's 'The Twa 
Myis' on Burns's 'The Twa Dogs' mani
fests itself as follows: 

(1) The form of the fable is revived, (2) 
the intention is maintained of voicing an 
explicit moral, pertaining to behaviour 
patterns and character of certain groups of 
the Scottish population, (3) the content of 
the moral is largely the same: praise of 
rural life, siding with lower class people in 



general, criticism of the way of life of the 
upper classes. 

Of course, there are also differences. 
These should by no means be overlooked. 
And yet they do not Jessen the importance 
of what has just been set forth. 

Apart from the implications deriving 
from scholastic ethics in 'The Twa 
Myis'-which, as was already said, Burns 
could not realise-'The Twa Dogs', 
naturally appear to us 20th century readers 
at once more elaborate and comprising a 
wider scope: more elaborate as far as the 
the description of scenes of life from the 
spheres of the gentry and the peasantry are 
concerned, strongly imbued with what I 
should like to call Burns's unmistakable 
poetic vitality; comprising a wider scope, 
as Burns's social, economic and political 
reflections range from the family life of the 
cotters to problems of the functionality of 
Britain's representative system. 

It is this width of scope and Burns's 
moral impetus which turn 'The Twa Dogs' 
into a singularly engaged, provocative, 
almost aggressive socio-political mani
festo, delivered in a convincing poetic 
form. 

I should not hesitate to call it a revolu
tionary poem, if the term 'revolutionary' is 
not understood in its narrower sense as 
inviting acts of violence in order to 
radically change the existing social, 
economic and political order, but if, 
instead, it is comprehended in a wider 
sense. 

It is not even that Burns in the first place 
demands for the rural labouring class 
better working and Jiving conditions
these seem to him, though hard, on the 
whole tolerable, nay, there is a tendency in 
him to idealise them, evident not only in 
'The Twa Dogs' but also in 'The Cotter's 
Saturday Night'; the very same was true of 
Henryson, as we have already seen. 

What however he emphatically demands 
is respect for the never ending toils of the 
peasantry, respect for the moral integrity 
of their way of Jiving, moreover a share for 
them in running the affairs of the country; 

what he equally emphatically maintains is 
that the morality of the gentry disqualifies 
them from being primarily responsible for 
the common weal. 

The complete acceptance of these state
ments in late 18th century Scotland-and 
England-would indeed have radically 
changed the social scene in both countries; 
so that in so far we are certainly justified in 
calling the poem revolutionary. 

It is to intents discussed here that Burns 
took up the form of the medieval fable, 
making it the poetic vehicle of vigorous 
and powerful social protest. 

And it was the genius of a medieval 
Scottish poet, whose highly developed 
social sensitiveness prompted in all likeli
hood, after almost three hundred years, his 
great countryman into composing 'The 
TwaDogs'. 

That Burns intensely influenced and 
sharpened the social consciousness of the 
Scottish 20th century poets is generally 
accepted; that this own, in turn, was at 
least partly, stimulated by Henryson, has 
just been suggested as highly probable. 

I therefore hope that this paper contri
butes to elucidating the phenomenon that 
medieval Scottish poetry deserves our 
interest not only as a literature of the past, 
however great, but as a living poetic heri
tage. 

A last remark as to what may
admittedly not very precisely- -be called the 
poetic 'tone' of the two poems discussed 
here. That this 'tone' in Henryson's 
medieval fable is noticeably different from 
the one in Burns's enlightenment fable can
not be surprising for the literary historian. 

And yet, allow me this personal remark 
at the end of what I have had to say: I am 
convinced to notice something common in 
the tone of 'The Twa Myis' and 'The Twa 
Dogs', common perhaps even to larger 
sections of both Henryson's and Burns's 
poetry: an intensely warmhearted, some
times melancholy and at tilT'P.S almost 
depressive, but nonetheless very humane 
honesty as to giving poetic expression to 
their own convictions! 
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ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE 
by R. Peel 

This article, gentle reader, is the outcome 
of a heavy supper of two recent 
acquisitions, one over 50 years old and the 
other more than twice that age. 

If a typical Burnsian could be identified 
it would be interesting to know how much 
of his enthusiasm stems from the poet's 
works and how much is stimulated by the 
man himself. Indeed, so much has been 
written, and spoken, about Burns that it 
seems he can maintain an existence to-day 
quite independent of that o( poet. This 
separate identity is fuelled by the many 
anecdotes which abound ranging from the 
fanciful to the downright scurrilous. On 
the one hand we have sober Burns the 
democrat and patriot, and on the other 
bawdy Burns the drunkard and debaucher. 

Some anecdotes are well enough 
known-the poet being first to board, 
sword in hand, the brig "Rosamond"; the 
very step in Dumfries where, stupified, he 
fell among the snow; the turning of a blind 
eye to the illicit stills of the poor when he 
was a gauger, and so on. However how 
many readers know of the great physical 
strength of Burns? Forget the picture of the 
poet reviving himself from fainting fits 
with cold water before climbing wearily 
into bed and consider a Herculean figure 
which, it must be agreed, is a more fitting 
role for our hero. Apparently Burns could 
"carry a heavier load than any man in the 
parish". He left at Ellisland a favourite 
putting stone which no other hand could 
lift, and as one of his fellow-builders 
related: "If he saw us like to be beat wi' a 
big stane, he would cry: 'Bide a wee', and 
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come running. We soon found out that 
when he put to his hand, he beat a' I ever 
met for a dour lift". 

This Superman of the South West could 
"plough as many furrows in a day as any 
two others". Indeed he must have been a 
marvel to behold for "of all the farmers in 
his neighbourhood he could draw the 
straightest furrow; he could sow the largest 
quantity of seed-corn in a day, mow the 
most rye-grass and clover in ten hours of 
exertion, and stook to the greatest number 
of reapers. A hard-headed practical 
agriculturalist said that Burns had the 
handsomest cast of the hand in sowing sorn 
he ever saw on a furrowed field". 

Some opm1ons expressed by con
tempories of the poet do require serious 
attention. We are all familiar with 
MacKenzie's "heaven-taught ploughman" 
and the Duchess of Gordon's effusions, 
but others were less enthusiastic. Taylor, a 
versifying schoolmaster, met the poet 
shortly after Burns's first arrival in 
Edinburgh and declared, "Hoot, the lad'll 
do; considering his want of !ear". One 
reviewer of the 'Edinburgh' edition warned 
his readers not to expect the "Doric 
simplicity of Ramsay nor the brilliant 
imagination of Fergusson". And his 
departure for Ellisland prompted the 
following: 

"Burns, the Ayrshire Bard, is now 
enjoying the sweets of retirement at his 
farm, in thus retiring, has acted wisely. 
Stephen Duck, the Poetical Thresher, by 
his ill-advised patrons, was made a 



parson. The poorman, hurried out of 
his proper element, found himself quite 
unhappy; became insane, and with his 
own hands, it is said, ended his life. 
Burns, with propriety, has resumed the 
flail-but we hope he has not thrown 
away the quill." 

Some retirement! Bearing in mind Dr. 
Johnson's stricture that more knowledge is 
gained of a man's real character by a short 
conversation with one of his servants than 
from any written narrative, we come to the 
humbler acquaintances of the poet. 

The comment of Mrs. Dunlop's 
housekeeper, after reading "The Cotter's 
Saturday Night" hardly needs repeating. 
''Nae doubt gentlemen and ladies think 
mickle o' this, but for me it's naething but 
what I saw i' my father's house every day, 
and I dinna see hoo he could hae tauld it 
ony other way." Another who knew him 
personally declared, "Robbie Burns, save 
in clinking words, was just an ordinary 
man. I taught him the use o' the cudgel, 
and should ken what he had in him, I 
think." 

In a more charitable vein we have the 
true pathos of the following: 

Burns was present once when a little 
boy was asked which of the poet's 
works he like best. The boy's mind 
evidently clung with delight to the re
collection of "The Twa Dogs"; but he 
exclaimed, "I like 'The Cotter's 
Saturday Night' far best, though it 
made me greet when my father bade me 
read it to my mother." 

The poet, with a sudden start, looked 
into the boy's face intently, and patting 
him on the cheek, said, the tear 
glistening in his eye, "Well, my callant, 
it made me greet too, more than once, 
when I was writing it at father's 
fireside." 

The sequel to which was that years later 
the 'callant' thought the meeting to be the 
most memorable of his life. "I was a boy 
then, now I am an old man and have 
forgotten many things. But the face and 
look of Robert Burns were such as, boy or 

man, I can never forget." 
It is the wit of Burns which has become 

legendary. Maria Riddell wrote of his 
"unstudied poignancy of brilliant repar
tee", and it seems inevitable that many 
anecdotes should exist to illustrate his gift. 
The poet apparently however had no time 
for puns. On being told that a pun is a 
rather innocent thing, he retorted, "In
nocent! ·No sir; it is committing a deed 
without a name with the language.'' 

Consider Burns's summing up of this 
situation: 

Burns was standing one day upon the 
quay at Greenock, when a wealthy 
merchant belonging to the town had the 
misfortune to fall into the harbour. He 
was no swimmer; and his death would 
have been inevitable had not a sailor 
plunged in, at the risk of his own life, 
and rescued him from his dangerous 
situation. The merchant, upon 
recovering a little from his fright, put 
his hand into his pocket, and presented 
the sailor with a shilling. The crowd, 
who were by this time collected, loudly 
protested against the insignificance of 
the sum; but Burns, with a smile of 
ineffable scorn, entreated them to 
restrain their clamour, "For," said he, 
''the gentleman is of course the best 
judge of the value of his own life''. 

Next we have what seems a most un
warranted retort to a civil enough request: 

Burns was one night at the King's 
Arms Inn, Dumfries, along with a few 
cronies, when the conversation hap
pened to turn on the death of a towns
man, whose funeral was to take place 
"on the following day. "By-the by'" said 
one of the company addressing himself 
to Burns, "I wish you would lend me 
your black coat for the occasion, my 
own being rather out of repair''. 

"Having myself to attend the same 
funeral," answered Burns, "I am sorry 
that I cannot lend you my sables; but I 
recommend a most excellent substitute: 
throw your character over your 
shoulders-that will be the blackest coat 
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you ever wore in your lifetime!" 
Now a more philosophical view from the 

poet: 
Burns procured a pair of pistols as a 

portion of his exciseman's outfit. They 
were made by Blair of Birmingham, 
and, in acknowledging them, the poet 
wrote to him-

" I have tried them, and will say for 
them what I would not say of the bulk 
of mankind-they are an honour to 
their maker". These pistols were after
wards bequeathed to Dr. Maxwell. 

And of course he could hold his own 
with the best of them: 
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A writer who happened to be present 
in a company along with Robert Burns, 
when the conversation turned on "Tam 
o' Shanter", and stung perhaps, with 
that sarcastic touch on the legal 
fraternity-

Three lawyers' tongues turn 'd inside out, 
With lies seam 'd like a beggar's clout, 

remarked, that he thought the witches' 
orgies obscure. 

"Obscure, sir!" said Burns; "ye 
know not the language of that great 
master of your own art, the devil! If you 
get a witch for a client, you will not be 
able to manage her defence." 

And now in defence of the judiciary; 
Robert Burns dined in Edinburgh 
with a large party, in company with 
Lord Swinton and the Honourable 
Henry Erskine. Honest Lord Swinton 
had become extremely deaf. From time 
to time he observed the company 
convulsed with laughter; but his 
deafness prevented him enjoying the 
exquisite humour of Mr. Erskine. That, 
however, was of little consequence: he 
inquired at his next neighbour. "Is that 
my friend Harry?" Being answered in 
the affirmative, he burst out into as 
hearty a laugh as the best of them, and 
in this manner partook in the general 
hilarity the whole evening. Burns next 
day mentioning the circumstance to a 
lady of his acquaintance, she expressed 

her astonishment that a man who could 
act so absurdly should sit as a judge on 
the lives and fortunes of his fellow
subjects. 

"My dear madam", answered Burns, 
"you wrong the honest man; he acts 
exactly as a good judge ought; he does 
not decide before he has heard the 
evidence." 

Anecdotes, like slander, contain within 
them "an ower true tale that ae gude 
woman tells o' anither", and it seems 
almost churlish to expect them to stand up 
to close scrutiny. So consider finally this 
picture of that most ephemeral of our 
heroines: 

Hunted, persecuted, impoverished, 
his whole soul cried out for comfort, 
and in Highland Mary he found it. 
Mary of the soft and peaceful breast 
came to him like an angel. Her low, 
caressing voice, with strange half
foreign speech, was music he had never 
heard before. 

No one ever held his heart as Mary 
did. She smoothed his hurts as gently as 
a mother. Sensitive to every influence, 
in Mary's presence he was simple and 
good, even as she was simple and good. 

Now isn't that more agreeable than John 
Richmond's view of Mary being of easy 
virtue? Richmond asserted, "her character 
was loose in the extreme. She was 'kept' for 
some time by a brother of Lord Eglinton's, 
and even while a servant with Gavin 
Hamilton and during the period of Burns 
attachment it was well known that her 
meetings with Montgomery, were open and 
frequent." Even when Burns was given 
proof of her infidelity, he returned a few 
days later "like the dog to its vomit". 

Oh well. With anecdotes you pays your 
money and you takes your choice. 

I. "The Burns we Love". A. A. Thomson, 
pub. Herbert Jenkins, London. 1931. 

2. "The Book of Scottish Anecdote." ed. 
Alex. Hislop, pub. Edinburgh 
Publishing Co. Edinburgh. 1874. 



NANNIE'S A WA' 
By J. L. Hempstead 

Ae nicht when Janwar winds were bauld, 
And doors were steekit 'gainst the cauld, 
Aroun' the 'witchin' hour o' nicht, 
When a' douce folk were snug and ticht 
Aneath the claes in but an' ben, 
A chiel cam staggerin' up Toonen'; 
And it was plain for a' to see 
He'd been at nae High Kirk Soiree. 

Of modest heicht he looked Clyde-built, 
And wore an auld McLaren kilt, 
A skean-dhu and leather sporran
Like teuchter to the manner born; 
A blackish beard near coored his face, 
But sittin' snugly there in place, 
A muckle neb and sparklin' e'e 
That marked him as guid company. 

Newton bred they ca'd him Bill
A lad o' pairts and unco skill, 
Of decent, honest, hardy stock, 
A true son o' Dumbarton Rock 
And Burgh Toon sae famed in hist'ry, 
For Ballantines and ither Whisky! 
The muse, Jang syne had grippit Willie
A rhyme-recitin' rantin billie, 
Wha could wi' words and actions vive 
Mak onie verses come alive; 
He'd told the Tam o' Shanter tale 
To hundreds up and doon the vale, 
And nane to him could e'er compare 
Recitin' Holy Willie's Prayer-
Aye, a' that's heard him shair agrees 
He's gien Rab's verse an unco heeze. 
E'en when oot walkin' wi' his dug, 
He's whisper swatches in its lug, 
The wee bit thing could cock its heid 
And wag its tail at ilka screed. 

Noo, I winna hae my reader think 
That oor Bill was the worse o' drink, 
Rather would I hae ye note 
That he was a' the better o't; 
For certes on that very nicht 
He'd had a few, but wasriae ticht, 
Enough to mak the heart-strings tirl 
And gie his kilt an extra swirl; 

He crooned an auld Dumbarton lay 
'Bout a piper fa'in <loon a brae, 
And noo and then, as for a lark, 
He'd roar oot, "Wee! done Cutty Sark". 

By this time he had reached Braeheid, 
Where countless weans had learned to read, 
Past Over burn he then careered, 
(The stream has Jang since disappeared); 
And on to Roodsland where he found, 
A waiting on that ancient ground, 
A bonnie jad whose form was girt 
Wi' naethin' but a wee white shirt. 

Bill didnae need a second glance, 
He recognised the form at once, 
He could discern even in the dark
'Twas Nannie, alias "Cutty Sark". 

The creature gied an eldricht laugh, 
"I've got ye noo, ye rhymin' nyaff, 
You've reached the end, the verra limit, 
Nae mair ye' II laugh at my wee semmit, 
I'll crush ye deid atween my thumbs
A warning tae a' sic like bums". 
The mair Bill gazed upon this wumman 
The mair he felt his hormones hummin', 
She was the winsome wench and walie 
'That Rabbie had described sae brawlie; 
Her wee! fared limbs and curves sae roun' 
Gied hint o' what lay neath the goon. 

"Haud on", said Bill, "Nae need to rush it, 
I'm no' that fidgin tae be crushit, 
I'll hae ye ken, in case you're dootin
*I'm Willie Hendry frae the Newton
I'm no' like that puir frichtit loon 
That joukit owre the Brig o' Doon, 
And mark ye wee!, 'fore dawn should brak, 
'I' II hae that shirt frae aff your back!" 

Mention o' the Hendry Clan 
Fair cowpit Nannie's evil plan, 
She kent wi' a' her powers sae strang, 
She was na match for sic a gang. 
She grippit ticht her wee bit sark
Her bite was no' as sharp's her bark
She gied a scraich fit tae explode, 
And flee'd awa up Toonen' Road. 
On past the farm and Steele's wee shop, 
Puir Nannie had nae time to stop, 
For Bill was followin' close ahint 
And gainin' groun' wi' every sprint; 

*President, Dumbarton Burns Club, 1981/82. 
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His sporran flapt fae side to side, 
His ancient kilt was swingin' wide, 
His twa wee legs were gaun like pistons 
And he look guid for onie distance. 

Up to the Poorhouse Nan gaed on 
And by McGhee's wee "Second-haun", 
Then roon the Gooseholm, past the farm 
She fled in panic and alarm, 
For Bill had got within arm's length 
And bearing doon wi' a' his strength; 
He got his fingers tae the sark, 
When suddenly the mirky dark 
Was broken wi' a blindin' licht, 
An Nannie disappeared frae sicht. 

A thunder clap and brunstane bleeze 
Lit up like ghaists the silent trees, 
A sulph'rous smoke rose to the sky 
And frae it cam the anguished cry, 
"Deil tak your soul, that burn was hid, 
You've chased me ower the Kilmalid". 

This is the tale Bill loves to tell
I've heard it frae his lips mysel' -
And I've nae doubt the lad's sincere, 
I wadnae brand him as a liar, 
Ye see, I ken his story's true 
And here's the proof I'll leave wi' you
The evidence o' that nicht's sturt
Nannie's ain wee hame-made shirt! 

The Heart of Robert Burns 
by Johnstone G. Patrick 

Techow, a Prussian officer who became a 
revolutionary, visited Karl Marx in 
London, and, for a whole year, observed 
and studied closely the author of Das 
Kapital at work. He concluded: "If his 
heart matched his mind, if he could love as 
intensely as he can hate, then I would go 
through fire and water for him." That 
Marx, like a certain character in The 
Wizard of Oz, didn't have a heart was, to 
be sure, his tragedy, and may very well yet 
turn out to be the supreme tragedy, too, of 
the world he tried to make of this one we 
inherit. It was Robert Burns's triumph 
that, with all the ups-and-downs and ins
and-outs of his lot in life, that he did have a 
heart. 

The great Scottish poet had a "sair 
(stout) hert" sometimes, a "broken hert" 
often, and an "honest hert" at all times. 
During his young life, too, he had the sort 
of "stoot hert" needed to stand up to a 
very dour and decidedly hypocritical 
Church. Maybe what Robert Burns 
managed to do, in his poems and letters, 
did far more than anything else in Scottish 
life and character to create the kind of 
climate that got rid of the infamous rite of 
"fencing off" the Holy Communion 
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Table, and still more infamous use of the 
"cutty stool" in Scottish churches. "I am 
no saint," he honestly confessed. "I have a 
whole host of follies to answer for ... " 
"No saint", or even churchman in the 
accepted sense of the word, Burns made the 
"unco (uncommonly) guid" religionists of 
his disordered day feel the biting and 
blistering blows of his facile pen. He had 
nothing, nevertheless, but high-toned 
praise for the finer and freer, the sincerer 
and sweeter feelings inspired by a true 
religion. His reason for not attending 
church regularly, as set forth in Lines 
written in the Kirk of Lamington, is as 
good, if not far better, than most advanced 
by many nowadays: 

As cauld a wind as ever blew; 
A caulder kirk, and in't but few; 
As cauld a minister's ever spak; 
Ye 'sea' be het or I come back. 

As much as Burns lambasted those with 
"rotten hearts", which was fairly often, he 
also lauded to the very skies those who had, 
like his own father, a "pitying hert". In the 
Alloway Kirkyard today, visitors may still 
see a simple headstone on which are carved 
the words of a penitent poet-son: 



Oh, ye whose cheek, the tear of pity stains, 
Draw near with pious rev'rence and attend! 

Here lie the loving husband's dear remains, 
The tender father and the gen 'rous friend. 

The pitying heart that felt for human woe; 
The duantless heart that feared no human 

pride; 
The friend of man, to vice alone a foe; 

For even his failings leaned to virtue's 
side. 

With the passing of that ''pitying heart that 
felt for human woe" and that "dauntless 
heart that feared no human pride'', there 
passed out of young Robert Burns's life 
what must surely have been its strongest 
and noblest influence. "If his father had 
lived," asked A. A. Thomson, the friend of 
G. K. Chesterton, "what might have been? 
It was the first Might Have Been in a life 
full of Might Have Beens ... " 

From his father and mother, for sure, 
Burns inherited much that made him the 
greatly-gifted poet and letterwriter that he 
was; but maybe most of all he inherited 
from that humble pair a huge heart that 
never failed to feel. 

Have you ever noticed how much Burns 
makes of the heart in his poems and songs 
and letters? It would be no easy task to s.ift 
out all the references to the heart in his 
works, but let a few suffice to strengthen 
the point we are trying to make, as well as 
sharpen it: 

A gaudy dress and gentle air 
May slightly touch the heart, 

But it's innocence and modesty 
That polishes the dart. 

(from 0 Once I Loved) 

Gie mea spark o' Nature's fire, 
That's a' the learning I desire; 
Then though I drudge through dub an' mire 

At pleugh or cart, 
My Muse, tho' homely in attire, 
May touch the heart. 

(From TheEpistletoJ. Lapra1k, an Old Scollish Bard) 

Never met-or never parted, 
We had ne'er been broken-hearted. 
(From The Farewell to the Brethren of St. James's lodge, 

Tarbolton) 

The youngster's heart o'erj/ows wi' joy. 
(from The Cottar's Saturday Night) 

ls there, in human form, that bears a heart
A wretch! a villain lost to love and truth! 

They chant their artless notes in simple guise; 
They tune their hearts, by far the noblest aim: 
Perhaps Dundee's wild-warblind measurs rise, 
rise, 
Or plaintiff Martyrs, worthy of the name; 
Or noble Elgin beets the heavenward flame, 
The sweetest far of SCOTIA'S holy lays: 
Compar'd with these, Italian trills are tame; 
The tickl'd ears not hear-felt raptures raise; 
Nae unison hae they, with our Creator's 
praise. 

... how poor Religion's pride, 
In all the pomp of method, and of art, 
When men display to congregations wide, 
Devotion's ev'ry grace, except the heart! 

Lovers of one of Burns's best poems, The 
Twa Dogs, will recall with rare relish how 
Cesar, in his dialogue with the more 
democratic Luath, describes the "idle 
rich" among whom he moves and has his 
being: 

Their days, insipid, dull and tasteless; 
Their nights, unquiet, fang an' restless; 
An' ev'n their sports, their balls an' races, 
Their galloping thro 'public places, 
Ther's sic parade, sic pomp an' art, 
The joy can scarcely reach the heart. 

An Ayrshire-man himself, Burns found life 
during his Edinburgh days not a little 
annoying, and at times a great deal 
aggravating. Edinburgh folk, he felt, made 
it so for him. "My curse upon your 
whunstane (stone) hearts, ye Embrofolk," 
he thundered once. 

We could go on and on citing lines from 
his songs and poems and letters mentioning 
the heart; but let us round off this bit of 
what we have to say about the hearty Burns 
with some stinging lines from The Author's 
Earnest Cry and Prayer, to the Right 
Honorable and Honorable, the Scotch 
Representatives in the House of Commons: 
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Is there, that bears the name o' SCOT. 
But/eels his heart's bluid rising hot, 
To see his poor, auld Mither's pot, 

Thus dung in staves; 
An' plunder'd o' her hindmaist groat, 

By gallows knaves? 

The language Burns used in his satirical 
thrusts at individuals was honestly harsh, 
as well as heartily humorous. Being "mim
mou'd" (prim lipped), like the unco guid, 
w:..s as great a sin in Burns's sight and 
hearing as being "glib-gabbit" (smooth 
tongued), fond of "clishmaclaver" 
(gossip); and surely the i/1-wi/lie (malicious) 
attitudes of the self-righteous annoyed him 
more than the "splore" (frolic) of 
"gangrel (vagrant) bodies" who met in 
Poosie Nancie's alehouse. "The Deil", 
prying into folks' affairs, is, in Burns's 
way of thinking, a "sneckdrawin"' dog. 
At the other extreme, however, and 
working against harshness and hardness 
Burns knew-few, if any at all, knew 
better-how to employ what has been 
finely and fittingly called "the peculiarly 
Scottish language of affection.'' 

Perhaps the great poet's use of the 
diminutive plays as large a part as any in 
making possible his vast popularity. None 
of us can take much or tolerate for long, a 
beast, but "a wee breastie" or "beastie'.' 
evokes even a kindly feeling in us: "a 
burnie" across which the shepherd laddie 
drives his flock of ewes and lambies is a 
better-loved stream than if it were simply a 
"burn". "My Dear" is all right at times, 
but "My Dearie" is darling at all times. "A 
wee housie" is warmer and more welcome 
than a house. By the frequent use of this -ie 
as a word ending, or by prefixing "wee" or 
"sma" or "braw" or a number of other 
little familiar epithets to the name or noun, 
an atmosphere of tender loving care-the 
work of an understanding heart-is 
created. 

Thomas Carlyle has a passage in his 
famous Essay on Burm1 that Burnsians do 
well to resurrect from time to time, and 
especially so in the presence of people who 
would exaggerate their hero's faults or lay 
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the charge of mawkish sentimentality on 
his doorstep: "A certain rugged sterling 
worth pervades whatever he has written; a 
virtue, as of green fields and mountain 
breezes, dwells in his poetry, it is redolent 
of natural life and hardy natural man. 
There is decisive strength in him and yet a 
sweet gracefulness; he is tender, he is 
vehement, yet without constraint or too 
visible effort; he melts the heart or in
flames it, with a power which seems 
habitual and familiar to him." 

The reason why the songs and poems of 
Burns lie in so many, many hearts, then, is 
not far too seek. They came out of his heart 
into their hearts. He had the heart of a 
man, the heart of one who watched "the 
wind that shakes the barley"; of one who 
heard "the song in the green thorn tree"; 
of one who felt "the wonder of all the 
gay"-gay, of course, in the old and loved 
sense of the word-"world"; of one who 
sounded "the well of the silent harp", and, 
then, came in on "the crest of the broken 
wave" to tell us all that 

The heart benevolent and kind 
The most resembles God, • 

and, also, that 
The heart's aye the part aye 
That makes us richt or wrang. 

He it was, too, who, among the Scottish 
poets of his own and other times, and 
maybe of all the world as well, had 

A heartaboon them a'. 

Based on an address delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Johnstone G. Patrick, Minister of 
The First Presbyterian Church of St. 
Louis, a native Scot and a naturalised U.S 
citizen, at the Annual Burns Supper of the 
St. Andrew's Society of St. Louis, 
Missouri, at the Marriott Hotel, on 
Saturday evening, February 2nd, 1980. 



Rob Mossgiel, Bard of Humanity
An Exploration of some Aspects of Burns' 

Poetry 
Pauline E. Donnelly 

INTRODUCTION 

Burns' centenary editors, Henley and 
Henderson, declared in the preface to their 
four-volume edition: 'Burns' verse falls 
naturally into two main divisions. One, and 
that the larger, appeals with persistency 
and force, on the strength of some broadly 
human qualities, to the world in general: 
for the reason that the world in general is 
rich in sentiment but lacks literary sense. 

The other, being a notable and lasting 
contribution to literature, is the concern of 
the comparatively few.' I In this essay, for 
my own purposes, I have also placed 
selected poems under two headings-the 
'Personal' and the 'Popular' dimensions, 
although I recognise these are not true divi
sions, since some poems of an epistolary 
nature lie astride both groups. My point in 
adopting this scheme of organisation is to 
establish the versatility central to Burns' 
art, the universality which underlies the 
best of Burns' poems, but which tends to be 
ignored or dismissed due to preconceptions 
about Burns' so-called 'parochial' outlook, 
and the fact that, uniting the most intimate 
and intense expression of devotion to the 
most 'popular' and extrovert song, is the 
theme of Love, which in Burns' world
picture is quintessential to many and varied 
human experiences. 

Throughout my essay I shall be referring 
to my sources by number, and they will be 
found, appropriately annotated, in the 
bibliography at the end of the work. I have 
used the Henley and Henderson Centenary 
Edition of Burns' poetry in four volumes. 

F 

THE PERSONAL DIMENSION: 
(1) LOVE-POEMS 

Of all the topics upon which Robert Burns 
ever wrote, love, whether the 'romantic' 
type or the more purely physical, may be 
said to have provided him with the most in
tense creative impetus and inspiration. This 
was not merely a consequence of his pro
found susceptibility to feminine charm, but 
because, for him, the art of Venus and the 
art of verse were interconnected: 

Notwithstanding all that has been said 
against Love ... still I think it, in a great 
measure, deserves the highest encomiums 
that have been passed upon it2 

My intention is to provide as varied a 
range as possible within the single context 
of Burns' love-poetry, and for that reason I 
have selected three poems celebrating quite 
different facets of love-Ae fond Kiss, 
Rigs O' Barley and John Anderson My Jo. 

Ae Fond Kiss is of the 'romantic' kind, 
belonging to the genre of the lover's 
valediction, but merely to say that conveys 
nothing of the intensity, sincerity and 
tenderness of the emotion. The language of 
the poem is only lightly blended with Scots, 
which creates the effect of tender intimacy: 
'Ae fond kiss . . . Ae fareweel . . . 
Naething could resist my Nancy ... Thine 
be ilka joy and treasure', an intimacy 
which is shattered by the chilly dignity of 
the English diction: 'Deep in heart-wrung 
tears I'll pledge thee ... Dark despair 
around benights me ... Warring sighs and 
groans I'll wage thee.' The sensation ex
perienced by all lovers at a parting, of heart 
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and soul being tugged between the desire to 
remain and the necessity to depart is 
crystallized in the interplay of the two 
idioms. Scots and English, enhanced in the 
cruel antithesis of the first line: 'Ae fond 
kiss, and then we sever!' In that verb 
especially, the formerly robust union can 
be envisaged. Yet any tendency to descend 
into mawkishness is pushed away by the 
lover-poet's refusal to labour over 
recriminations and regrets: 

Had we never lov'd sae kindly, 
Had we never lov'd sae blindly, 
Never met-or never parted-
We had ne'er been broken-hearted. 

The sequence of bleak, unadorned 
statements is uttered in the knowledge of 
the absoluteness that was their love; words 
such as 'ne'er', 'forever' and 'naething' 
function not only as negatives, but seem, in 
their very infinity yet nihilism to evoke the 
intensity of both love and unalleviated 
anguish. Burns' use of language effects 
something else within the poem, something 
which we shall see is especially perceptible 
in the 'popular' poetry: by the unobtrusive 
presence of the Scots words, Burns 
'localises' the moment of parting, by col
ouring it with intimacy and a bitter 
tenderness, he pins it down to a particular 
occasion, it is addressed to a particular 
lady. At the same time, however, this final 
encounter is 'universalised', by the 
presence of a rhetorical diction, which has 
the effect of exalting the lover's valedictory 
message, dramatising it to a point where we 
feel that the poet is not only addressing his 
mistress, he is also 'looking over her 
shoulder', as it were, to reach a larger au
dience, the world. 

The second poem, Corn Rigs or Rigs O' 
Barley, as it is also called, celebrates the 
pleasures of physical love. The verse-form 
reflects the spirit of feeling-the stanzas 
are throbbing, fleet-footed. Corn Rigs is a 
much more popular poem than Ae Fond 
Kiss, since it alludes to a basic, sensual ex
perience very near to the folk as a whole. 
What is remarkable about this poem is its 
simplicity and realism: Burns focuses upon 
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a narrative exposition of events. In just 
three stanzas (stanza IV is a retrospective 
glorification of the night in the corn rigs) 
Burns has enacted a little drama, coloured 
by his imaginative participation and his 
unswerving concentration upon the flurry 
of human activity: 

The time flew by, wi' tentless heed; 
Till 'tween the late and early, 
Wi' sma' persuasion she agreed 
To see me thro' the barley ... 
I ken't her heart was a' my ain; 
I lov'd her most sincerely; 
I kiss'd her owre and owre again, 
Amang the rigs o' barley ... 
I lock'd her in my fond embrace; 
Her heart was beating rarely: 
My blessings on that happy place, 
Amang the rigs o' barley! 

It is worth noticing that even in a song 
about a roll in the hay, Burns has little time 
to spare for natural phenomena. We do not 
remember him for his portrayal of land
scapes. It is, as an Angellier has noted, 
human action and reaction which claims 
his attention: 

II a rendu simplement ce qu'il voyait, ce qu'il 
avait devant Jes yeux, la realite qu'il touchait, 
Jes hommes et Jes femmes auxquels ii parlait 
et dont ii sentait, pour ainsi dire, le coeur bat
tre sous la main .3 

Physical love is celebrated in this poem in 
the way which Burns celebrates all human 
intercourse-true love, passion and 
comradeship-and that is to depict it as 
overshadowing not only what is by tradi
tion highly desirable-the wealth and in
fluence of kings, for example, but also 
what is for Burns the delightful yet simple 
pleasure of 'housing' with his cronies. This 
comparison of the joys of the 'nappy' and 
the joys of love in no way demeans or 
diminishes the latter, rather it elevates the 
experience in much the same kind of way 
that Burns' identification of Paradise in 
Address to the Deil as 'Eden's bonie yard' 
or Adam and Eve as 'youthfu' lovers' has 
the effect of exalting rather than belittling 
the familiar Biblical story. 

The third poem, John Anderson, my Jo, 
reflects a remarkable insight on Burns' part 



into the various ages of love, remarkable 
because it embodies a love-experience into 
which he could only imaginatively project 
himself having no direct knowledge of 
what love is like for the aged. It is, as all of 
Burns' love-poems are, simple in concep
tion, and, like the last, unfolds along the 
lines of a narrative. The first stanza 
represents the loving wife noting the 
physical changes which have been wrought 
in her partner over the years; the broad 
vowels of 'snaw', 'pow', and 'brow' are 
suggestive of the inexorable advent of 
maturity. In the second stanza, linking the 
two lives, the old lady turns to the fact of 
their union in love, their mutual prime and 
decline, but there is no dwindling into 
maudlin sentiment-Burns' tight control of 
his subject-matter can be felt in the 
simplicity and confident, tranquil dignity 
of the final four lines. It is as intense in its 
own way as the first two poems discussed, 
but it is pervaded by a mellow vigour, at 
once immediate, yet timeless in its dedica
tion to the ever-renewed strength of true 
love. 

I hope that what is apparent, even from 
such a selective view of the love-poetry of 
Robert Burns, is a sense of his versatility, 
of the extent to which he could apply the 
word, using his power of observation and 
art of imaginative self-projection to in
tercept the emotion of love and interpret it 
upon almost any level. It is this immersal in 
the uniqueness and beauty of each human 
love-experience, the ability to interrelate, 
by a skilful manipulation of the English 
and Scots idioms, vigorous physicality, un
varnished reality on one hand and the 
ethereal spiritual quality of love on the 
other, which gives his love-poems a dignity 
and a universality. 

(2) EPISTLES 

Bum's epistles may be considered as a link
ing medium between the kind of feeling ex
pressed in the love-poems-tenderness, 
devotion, intimacy and a joy in the physical 
manifestation of love-and that evoked in 

the popular poetry, where the natural 
vitality and instinct of the common-man is 
proclaimed. Of the two poems I have 
chosen, one belongs strictly to the genre, 
the other is more properly a paternal 
dedication. 

In the Epistle to Davie, the relationship 
between the poet and the addressee is 
developed along the lines of their social 
affinity, dramatised by the poet against a 
backdrop of derision directed against the 
'coofs', the unco guid and wealthy wastrels 
alike; the positive feeling of brotherhood 
and cameraderie between the two men is 
enhanced and sharpened rather than 
diminished by the explicit comparison with 
the 'great folk': 

It's hardly in a body's power, 
To keep at times, frae being sour ... 
How best o' chiels are whyles in want, 
While coofs on countless thousands rant 

But Davie lad, ne'er fash your head, 
Tho' we hae little gear; 
We're fit to win our daily bread, 
As lang's we're hale and fier ... 

Another point about the Bums-Davie 
relationship is that it is the Brother Davie, 
as opposed to the Poet Davie, in whom 
Burns is most absorbed, and this links their 
epistolary relationship with the more per
sonal sense of affinity evoked in the first 
section; the bond of their artistic vocation 
is felt to be secondary to their comradely 
rapport as 'commoners of air', and this 
feeling of fellowship throws into sharp 
focus the baser instincts of the 'great folk', 
whose mode of living is seen as an inade
quate substitute for honest friendship: 

It's no in titles nor in rank .. . 
To purchase peace and rest .. . 
If happiness hae not her seat 
An' centre in the breast, 
We may be wise, or rich, or great, 
Bur never can be blest ! 

The movement between personal in
volvement with his subject, his addressee, 
and embittered social criticism is marked 
by a change of diction; there is an oscilla
tion between the idiom of feeling and basic 
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human response, Scots, and a detached, 
rhetorical use of English: the plain Scots of 
the earlier stanzas strikes up a homely, 
rowdy intimacy, as comradeship is given 
and enthusiastic emphasis: 

'Mair spier na, nor fear na', 
Auld age ne'er mind a feg; 
The last o't, the warst o't, 
Is only but to beg. 

This fellowship in poverty is, in the 
course of the epistle, moulded into a highly 
formalised eulogy both of love and friend
ship; stanzas IX and X beginning '0 all ye 
Pow'rs who rule above!' indicate a pro
gression from the particular, personal 
address to a rhetorical affirmation of 
fellowship and love, which is 'eternalised' 
in the very instance of its utterance. 

The Poet's Welcome to his Love
Begotten Daughter creates the picture of 
paternal love and protectiveness for the 
child on one hand and the mood of sturdy 
defiance in the face of Kirk opposition on 
the other. This address, like that to Davie, 
fuses and projects both a personal and a 
popular tone, The calumniation of the ec
clesiastics, of which the father is all too 
conscious, anchors the event firmly to a 
particular place and time-late eighteenth 
century in a little Scots Calvinist 
community-but Burns' fine apprehension 
of a father's role, the tender reality evoked 
by the use of Scots throughout transcends 
the local confines of Mossgiel. Poetically 
unified is a publically-acknowledged pride 
in his illegitimate daughter and an intensely 
personal tribute to her. 

THE POPULAR DIMENSION 

This aspect of Burns' work reflects his in
volvement, actual and imaginitive, with the 
characters and events in the little Scots 
community which he knew. The three 
poems I have selected for discussion The 
Twa Dogs, The Holy Fair and The Jolly 
Beggars-each illustrate the typically Burn
sian representative of humanity in three 
distinct milieus. 
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The Twa Dogs is a conversation in the 
fable genre between to canine chums. 
Caesar and Luath. Worked into a sequence 
of comments, it gradually exposes the ex
isting social schism and the respective 
modes of living and the attitudes of the 
aristocratic and the impoverished sections 
of the community; in short, it is a swapping 
of home-truths between the dogs. The 
technique employed by Burns-that of 
presenting two detached commentators 
opining on the 'Lords of the creation' in a 
pastoral setting, creates distance between 
speaker and subject, and a new perspective 
is thus lent to the question of whether it is 
better to live miserably in a palace or dwell 
happily in a cottage. Caesar is the 
aristocratic speaker, as both his name and 
his appearance imply: 

His hair, his size, his mouth, his lugs, 
Shew'd he was nane o' Scotland's 

dogs ... 
but we are not made to feel any estrange
ment from him on that account. Luath, 
whose name reveals his Celtic origins, 

... was a ploughman's collie, 
A rhyming, ranting, raving billie ... 

perhaps an allusion to Burns himself, an
ticipating the appellation he coined in Jean 
Armour's song 'The Rantin' Dog, the Dad
die O't'. Luath had an 'Honest, sonsie, 
bawsn't face' and the succession of broad 
vowel-sound reflects Luath's generous 
open nature. Different as they are, what 
binds the two of them together is felt to be 
more important than what divides them, a 
point which is vividly illustrated in The Ho
ly Fair and The Jolly Beggars. Never does 
Caesar, the broad-minded 'dog of the 
world' permit his sense of doggy fellowship 
with Luath to be undermined by the fact of 
his undeniably superior social position, 
while Luath, as Crawford4 writes, gives a 
very balanced assessment of his social rank 
and all that pertains to it; he does not seek 
to shrug off the massive facts of poverty 
and oppression which confront the cotters: 

Himsel, a wife, he thus sustains, 
A smytrie o' wee duddie weans, 



An' nought but his han' darg to keep 
Them right and tight in thack an' rape. 

What he does stress is the strand of 
pleasure which is rarely lost sight of by the 
poor: 

An' whyles twalpennie worth o' nappy 
Can mak the bodies unco happy . . . 
As bleak-faced Hallowmass returns, 
They get the jovial, ranting kirns, 
When rural life, of every station, 
Unites in common recreation: 

Two aspects of Burns the popular poet 
appear here in juxtaposition, embodied in 
the figures of Luath and Caesar: the latter, 
in his ruthless exposition of his dissolute 
social class, represents Burns, the attacker 
of the hypocritical and insensitive folk that 
'hae riches'-the Burns of Address to 
Beelzebub and Address to the Unco Guid 
especially. Caesar, like his creator, stands 
at a vantage point poised between the 
aristocratic and the humbler strata of 
existence-he can detachedly consider his 
class for what it is worth, and his evalua
tion of the cotter's experience is perhaps an 
antidote to Luath's at times too compla
cent thoughts about the state of the poor. 
This is not to say, however, that Burns, 
through Luath, is projecting a hopelessly 
idyllic vision of cottage life. Apart from 
'Love blinks, Wit slaps, an' social 
Mirth/Forgets there's care upon the earth', 
which appears as an unwelcome echo of 
L 'Allegro in the midst of the wonderfully 
raucous village polemic and nappy
drinking, Luath's description of what it's 
like to be one of the poor-folk incorporates 
the noise, flavour and music of basic com
munity living: 

The nappy reeks wi' mantling ream, 
An' sheds a heart-inspiring steam ... 
The cantie auld folks crackin crouse, 
The young anes ranting thro' the 
house ... 

It is, as Crawford remarks with reference 
to The Holy Fair, the 'poetry of sense
perception;4 an idiom evoking the vitality 
of basic humanity. 

The ostensible subject of The Holy Fair 
is a Calvinist festival, but it is one of the 

most vigorous, Burnsian celebrations of 
the unashamedly secular. The most exciting 
aspect is not the ranting, raving preachers, 
but the Brueghelesque clusters of men and 
women flocking to attend the Fair: 

Here farmers gash, in ridin graith ... 
There swankies young, in braw braid

claith ... 
The lasses, skelpin barefit, thrang ... 

However, it is not the physical ap
pearance of the folk, but their feelings 
which are the object of Bum's ever
sharpening scrutiny. His peers through 'the 
braw braid-claith' and 'silks an' scarlets' to 
crystallise, in humorous zeugmatic 
comments, their attitudes to the scenes they 
are witnessing: 

Here some are thinkin on their sins, 
An' some upo' their claes; 
Ane curses feet that fyl'd his shins, 
Anither sighs an' prays: 
On this hand sits a chosen swatch, 
Wi' screwed-up, grace-proud faces; 
On that a set o' chaps, at watch, 
Thrang winking on the lasses . . . 

The rather superficial first glimpse of the 
people, collectively termed 'farmers', 
'swankies', the 'lasses' and 'batch o' 
wabster lads' is pared down to a trenchant 
revelation of the duality of intention of the 
congregation. 

That Burns' imaginative vision was most 
firmly concentrated upon the effect of the 
Fair on the common people, rather than 

upon its 'religious' aspect, can be recognis
ed in the fact that the actual 'holy' part of 
the proceedings occupies only the middle 
sections of the poem; indeed, Burns makes 
us feel that the advent of the preachers is a 
jarring, unwelcome interruption: 

But hark! the tent has chang'd its voice; 
There's peace an' rest nae !anger ... 
Smith opens out his cau/d*harangues, 
On practice and on morals; 

What is spoken by the preachers is for 
Burns of little or no significance-he 

*My italics 
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focuses upon their rhetorical 
idiosyncracies-Moodie's facial parox
ysms, and Smith's and Peebles' methods of 
delivery. The round of sermons (we have 
the sense that the congregation is under 
verbal fire in stanza xvii in 'Wee Miller 
niest, the guard relieves) is like a catherine 
wheel spinning so rapidly that the people 
can only vaguely discern what is happen
ing: 

While Common-sense has taen the road, 
An' aff, an' up the Cowgate 
Fast, fast that day. 

a wry comment on the abandonment of 
reason in the pell-mell of tub-thumping. 
However, the vibrant humanity of the con
gregation is gradually brought to bear upon 
the godly participants in the frenzied, 
Calvinist side-show: the thin religious 
veneer begins to peel away in the course of 
Miller's contribution in stanza xvii: 

Altho' his carnal wit an' sense 
Like hafflins-wise o'ercomes him 
At times that day. 

With the next stanza, the atmosphere 
undergoes a change: the gospel tent has 
suddenly opened out into a carnival 
marquee-

Here's crying out for bakes an' gills, 
An' there the pint-stowp clatters ... 
Be't whisky-gill or penny wheep, 
Or onie stronger potion, 
It never fails, on drinkin deep, 
To kittle up our notion ... 

The Calvinist object of worship has been 
superseded by the nappy, liquid social and 
sexual energy which will unite the 'unco 
guid' or hypocritical self-righteous and the 
housing folk more positively than the 
preachers' haranguing has done. 

The language of the latter part of the 
poem traces out the submergence and 
debunking of the Calvinist ethos in favour 
of the exaltation of the natural human 
gravitation towards unrestrained social and 
sensual freedom. The earlier pseudo
beatific note sounded in: 
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0 happy is that man an' blest ! 
Nae wonder that it pride him! 
Whase ain dear lass, that he likes best, 

Comes clinkin down beside him! 

becomes more blatantly secular, although 
preserving a strongly Biblical diction (stan
za xxv): 

Waesucks! for him that gets nae lass, 
Or lasses that hae naething! ... 
Wi' faith an' hope, an' love an' drink, 
They're a' in famous tune 

For crack that day ... 
How monie hearts this day converts 
O' sinners and o' lasses! ... 
There's some are fou o'love divine; 
There's some are fou o' brandy ... 

This triumph of the vital and sexually 
free of spirit over the stagnating and 
negative, which in this case resounds 
unheeded in the background, is dramatised 
in the cantata of The Jolly Beggars, the 
most 'popular' of Burns' popular songs. 
The tenor and setting celebrate what 
Crawford, citing Orwell's term, has called 
'humanity's unofficial self,4 dismissing the 
usual eighteenth century conventions, just 
as the trappings of the Kirk are dismissed 
in The Holy Fair. Here, however, a dif
ferent technique is employed: it is not by a 
progressive heightening of the significance 
of the secular and the physical that normal 
social ethics are undermined, but by an im
mediate and uncompromising centralisa
tion upon the 'merry core o' randie, 
gangrel bodies'; that very phrase denotes 
the rowdy insouciance which pervades the 
entire song, and of course the individual 
songs themselves. Before considering them, 
however, I shall briefly discuss the 
framework which bounds them 
together-the sequence of recitativos. No 
other song of Burns' bears this structure, 
which, in The Jolly Beggars, serves to 
blend Burns' humour with his capacity for 
imbuing the most 'locally-bred' character 
with a universal credibility and with the 
power to delight and surprise, into a formal 
unity. The primary function of the 
recitativo-sequence is a narrative one, and 
it is from there that much of the humour of 
the song derives, for instance the undiluted 
exposition of the repellent nature of the 



beggars' amorous play: 

or 

An' ay he gies the tozie drab 
The tither skelpin kiss, 
While she held up her dreedy gab 
Just like an aumous dish: 

he croon'd his gamut, one, two, three, 
Then in arioso key 

The wee Apollo 
Set off wi' allegretto glee 
His giga solo-

where the humour is due to the in
congruous juxtaposition of the tattered, 
diminutive 'gutscraper' and the allusions to 
the musical and the classical. The 
recitativos also serve to evoke the mood in 
which the following song will be sung, and 
the stance adopted by the singer, as in the 
'swaggering an' staggering' pose struck by 
the soldier in his ditty, or the mock-solemn 
note which heralds the 'raucle carlin's' la
ment. It is in the songs themselves that anti
Patrician sentiments lie, but they lie dor
mant, so to speak, until the final song, 
when the previously individual voices 
merge in a general anthem to the id. The 
conventional social order, as Crawford 
remarks,4 referring in particular to the at
titude of the 'martial chuck', is not so 
much flouted or attacked as ignored. In the 
soldier's song, the noble profession of arms 
is, one might say, demoted to 'pren
ticeship', his scars are the result of squir
mishes in the cause of Venus as well as of 
Mars, and war is equated with a 'gallant 
game'. Likewise, all womanliness, or 
rather lady-like pretensions are laid aside 
by his doxy, and a sense of the rudely 
debonair and the raw sexually-expedient 
pervade her song: 

Full soon I grew sick of my sanctified sot· 
The regiment at large for a husband I got; 
From the gilded spontoon to the fire I 

was ready: 
I asked no more but a sodger laddie. 

As complacent in her own way as the 
soldier, she is used by Burns to effect an in
version of the chivalric ethos; just as the 
mournful carlin does, when she succumbs 
to the tinker's advances: 

The caird prevail'd: th' unblushing fair 
In his embraces sunk, 
Partly wi' love o'ercome sae sair, 
An' partly she was drunk. 

The final individual song by the poet
character is the most interesting because it 
reveals what Burns was attempting to do in 
the. Cantata, apart from undermining 
social convention. The singer is probably 
Burns' imaginative self-projection into the 
Beggars' milieu; he is the 'Bard' in the 
same way as the other characters represent 
their various professions; although he is 
obviously working inside a conventional 
form, he is in fact satirising it, and his pose 
as a 'heaven-taught ploughman'. This is 
evident from the throwaway first line: ·~m 
a bard of no regard', and from the 
allusions to 'the Muses' stank' and 
'Castalia's burn', where he is humourously 
paying lip-service to poetic tradition. That 
he, as a poet, is aligning himself with the 
unconventional and the socially 
unrestrained seems clear from the 
dismissive 'an' a' that', which seems to me 
to be a rejection of the purely formulaic, 
and from the final recitative, where, as 
Daiches says, the Petrarchan love-tradition 
is implicitly dismissed.5 Burns visualises 
the poet's place to be in the very heart of 
the life he is depicting, in which his 
'Helicon' is the foaming nappy, and 'the 
fair' are his 'twa Deborahs'. It is at once a 
debunking of the conventional poetic 
stance of the bard contemplating his 
subjects from an Olympian height and an 
exuberant elevation of the natural Life 
Force, a proclamation of the liberty to 
stray outside rigid social boundaries when 
instinct dictates. 

CONCLUSION 

The last poem discussed, The Jolly 
Beggars, both in its form and content 
crystallises much that is central to Burns: 
world-vision: the movement from the 
portrayal of a cosy familiar interior to an 
articulation of a universal observation, 
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which functions as an interpretation of, 
and a caption to, the drama, parallels a 
movement discernible in the finest of 
Burns' poems-a radiating outward from 
the locally-perceived and dramatised to the 
apprehension of a universal truth, from the 
individual and heterogenous to the united 
and integrated. 

Considering Burns' approach in this 
way, I do not think it just to term him 
'parochial': he never allows the fact of his 
belonging to a particular community to 
blinker him to what matters outside that 
locality. His use of local characters and 
scenes is a launching-pad, so to speak, 
from which he moves outward to envisage 
the great abstractions of Liberty, Pleasure, 
Love and the need for common Justice. 
Neither should he be called 'parochial' on 
the grounds of use of language. On Burns' 
idiom Miss Keith writes: 'In general Burns 
uses the language that possesses the wider 
content of association and speaks to a 
wider public' .6 In any case, the 'braid 
Scots' performs very definite functions 
within Burns' verse: it may capture the 
spontaneity of the action described, as in 
stanzas xvii and xviii of The Holy Fair, or 
in the stanza depicting the witches' coven in 
Tam O' Shanter, it may evoke the un
sav_oury or the unusual, as in stanza vii of 
Address to the Deil, or stanza ii and the 
third recitativo of The Jolly Beggars, and it 
may also protray the poet's inner affection 
for, or empathy with, a figure or object, as 
can be seen throughout To a Louse or 
Death and Dr. Hornbook. 

Finally, what kind of poet is Burns? l 
have called him Bard of Humanity, but I 
mean that in a special sense. His great 
creative power of catching humanity in the 
act goes far beyond the celebration of the 
'Natural Man', as found at times in the 
Epistle to Davie, for example, and 
throughout the rather bloodless and 
strikingly two-dimensional Cotter's 
Saturday Night. There it is not merely a 
question of the kind ot language used-the 
neoclassic English of Pope and Gray
which creates the static, tableau-like effect: 
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after all, we have seen in a discussion of Ae 
Fond Kiss how the use of 'high' English 
may elevate and intensify. It is rather a 
matter of the poetic stance which Burns 
chooses to adopt which will either enrich or 
diminish our understanding of his per
ception of humanity; that is to say, Burns is 
at his most brilliant and his most 
provocative and vigorous when he is, as it 
were, writing on the same plane as his folk, 
savouring their experiences with them, and 
not, like some rural deity, benignly con
descending, casting his oppressive shadow 
over them. 

The true Burnsian view of humanity I 
have attempted to illustrate by the poems I 
have selected, and by the emphasis which I 
have continually placed upon his profound 
interest in the human being himself, and in 
human actions and reactions, attitudes and 
pretensions, naivete and self-deception. 
Burns is a love-poet in the fullest sense of 
the term: Love, in all its aspects-the 
romantic and the physical, love of the vital 
and individual, of the free and of those 
who strive to make themselves free by 
throwing off socially-imposed restraints, 
love of the secularly and spiritually
honest-is the governing and inte¥rating 
elements in his work. It is, as Angellier has 
said, his alpha and omega.3 
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The Lost Art of saying 'Thank you' 
David Blyth 

The passing of the age of patronage and the 
nauseating sycophancy with which it was 
too often associated cannot lamented; but 
one result has been that the art-and it is 
an art-of saying 'Thank you' sincerely 
and graciously has almost disappeared. 
One of the most attractive, though for the 
most part unremarked, attributes of 
Robert Burns was his readiness to say 
'Thank you' both in prose and verse and to 
say it in such a way as to please the 
recipient without incurring what would 
have been, for him, an unseemly loss of 
manly dignity. Here are some of his prose 
examples. 

Writing to his father, William Burness, 
from Irvine in December 1781, Burns said 
'I have but time and paper to return you 
my grateful thanks for the lessons of virtue 
and piety you have given me, which were 
too much neglected at the time of giving 
them, but which I hope have been 
remembered ere it is yet too late.' It is not 
difficult to imagine the surge of emotion 
which must have welled in the heart of the 
saintly gudeman of Lochlie on reading 
these words from the child about whom he 
worried most. Again writing to his former 
schoolmaster, John Murdoch, from 
Lochlie in January 1783, Burns said 'I have 
not forgotten, nor will I ever forget, the 
many obligations I lie under to your kind
ness and friendship.' How many teachers, 
after a lifetime of service in the classroom, 

could today produce a 'Thank you' letter 
from a former pupil expressed with equal 
sincerity and felicity? Burns also wrote, in 
January 1787, to the Earl of Eglinton 
thanking him for his promised support for 
the Edinburgh edition of his poems. He 
said 'I am not master enough of the 
etiquette of life to know whether there be 
not some impropriety in troubling your 
Lordship with my thanks, but my heart 
whispered to me to do it.' 

The most lasting and touching witness to 
the readiness of Burns to respond to one of 
these generous whispers from his heart 
must be the happy outcome of the letter he 
adressed in March 1787 to the Honourable 
Bailies of the Canongate, Edinburgh, in 
which he said 

'Gentlemen, I am sorry to be told that 
the remains of Robert Fergusson, the so 
justly celebrated poet, a man whose 
talents for ages to come will do honour 
to our Caledonian name, lie in your 
churchyard among the ignoble dead, 
unnoticed and unknown. Some 
memorial to direct the steps of the 
lovers of Scottish song, when they wish 
to shed a tear over the "narrow house" 
of the bard who is no more, is surely a 
tribute to Fergusson's memory: a 
tribute you'll wish to have the honour of 
paying. I petition you then, Gentlemen, 
to permit me to lay a simple stone over 
his revered ashes, to remain an unalien-
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able property to his deathless fame.' 
In reply to this heart-inspired and heart
warming appeal from Burns to be allowed 
to say 'Thank you' to his 'elder brother in 
the Muse' in the most practical way 
possible, the managers of the church-yard 
'in consideration of the laudable and 
disinterested motion of Mr. Burns and the 
propriety of his request' unanimously 
agreed to it. That headstone still stands in 
tl1e Canongate Church-yard to the honour 
of Fergusson: but is also honours Burns! 

The most frequently quoted poetic 
'Thank you' of Burns is the last verse of his 
'Lament for James, Earl of Glencairn' 

The bridegroom may forget the bride 
Was made his wedded wife yestreen; 

The monarch may forget the crown 
That on his head an hour has been; 

The mother may forget the child 
That smiles sae sweetly on her knee; 

But I'll remember thee, Glencairn, 
And a' that thou hast done for me! 

A striking poetic expression of Burns' 
gratitude has come to light more recently. 
This is his four-verse tribute to Robert 
Aiken (whom he had honoured already 
with the dedication to of 'The Cottar's 
Saturday Night'). In March 1796 Burns, 
already a sick man, was walking in 
Dumfries when he happened to meet Grace 
Aiken, the daughter of his 'first poetic 
patron'. Grace Aiken, who was visiting a 
friend in Dumfries, was shocked at the 
changed appearance of Burns who had 
aged perceptibly since she had last seen 
him. This chance meeting with a member 
of the Aiken family obviously stirred 
memories of the old days and, on returning 
home, Burns wrote a reminiscent four
verse 'Thank you' to Robert Aiken. This 
tribute to Aiken remained undiscovered 
until Burns had been dead for more that 
100 years. The verses came to light in 1902, 
along with four other hitherto unknown 
manuscripts-one of them, characteristic
ally, also being a poetic 'Thank you' to the 
famous fiddler, Neil Gow, whom Burns 
had met on his Highland tour and who 
later visited Burns in Dumfries. These long-
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lost manuscripts, surely the greatest Burns 
'find' of the twentieth century, were 
discovered in the library at Mavis Grove, 
Dumfries, once the home of Colonel de 
Peyster, the intrepid Commandant of the 
Dumfries Company of Volunteers of which 
Burns was a member. Here is the text of 
Burns' 'Thank you' to Robert Aiken 

When he and she, baith young and auld, 
Were bent on my undoin' 

And tried by lees and scandal bauld 
To drive me clean to ruin. 

Wha never aince withdrew his smile, 
Or listened to the claiken? 

Ah, he's a frien' that's worth the while, 
A man like Robert Aiken! 

When I tried my rustic pen 
In little bits o' rhymin', 

Wha introduced me but and ben 
And helped me in my climbin'? 

Wha advertised abroad my name, 
'A minstrel in the makin' ,' 

Wha fairly read me into fame, 
But lawyer Robert Aiken! 

And when wi' muckle qualms I socht 
To get my poems printed, 

While mony 'frien's' nae copies bocht 
And some their orders stinted, 

Wha by the dizzen and the score 
The names to me was rakin'? 

The king o' a' the buying corps 
Was surely Robert Aiken! 

The time will come when I 'II be deemed 
A poet, grander, greater, 

Than ever prophesied or dreamed, 
The loodest, proodest prater. 

Then let this fact be published too 
That at the bard's awakin' 

The truest, kindest friend he knew 
Was honest Robert Aiken! 

Each verse in this belated tribute spotlights 
one of the ways in which Burns felt himself 
to be specially indebted to 'Orator Bob.' 

The first verse, in which 'he and she, 
baith young and auld' refers to Jean Ar
mour and her father, presents some dif
ficulty when read along with Burns' letter 
of 15th April 1776 to Gavin Hamilton in 
which he said 'old Mr. Armour prevailed 



with him (Aiken) to mutilate that unlucky 
paper yesterday.' Surely Burns must have 
come round to believing that Aiken was 
not, after all, implicated in the despoiling 
of his marriage lines-an act which precipi
tated the most agonised period of the 
poet's life? Alternatively, there can be no 
escape from the conclusion that to Burns' 
other sterling qualities there must be added 
a degree of magnanimity and a capacity to 
forgive and forget which is positively 
breathtaking. 

The second and third verses refer to the 
zeal with which Aiken would read the 
copies of Burns' verses which he kept in his 
pocket to any who would listen in the days 
before the Kilmarnock edition was 
published, and to the industry with 
which-once the decision had been taken to 
launch that historic venture-he canvassed 
for its support. Aiken collected single
handed, the names of no fewer than 145 
subscribers, almost a quarter of the total. 

The final verse, affirming that Robert 

Aiken was 'the truest, kindest friend he 
knew' is of special interest in that, written 
as it was within six months of Burns' death, 
it gives the only known poetic utterance to 
the prophetic sentiment Burns expressed to 
the tearful Jean Armour from his deathbed 
'Don't be afraid: I'll be more respected 100 
years after I am dead than I am at present!' 

Im putting on record for posterity his 
sense of gratitude to Robert Aiken at a time 
when he already knew that his days were 
numbered, Burns no doubt felt that he was 
'clearing the books' by discharging a long
overdue debt to an old friend. He would 
experience that lift of the spirit which goes 
with such an action; for the expression of 
gratitude has this in common with the 
quality of mercy-'lt is twice bless'd: it 
blesseth him that gives and him that takes.' 
As we reflect on the generous 'Thank 
you's' of Robert Burns may we too be 
reminded of any 'Thank you's' we have 
neglected to say and be encouraged to say 
them now-'ere it is yet too late.' 

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ 

1. Because the west was where Jean Armour 19. Auld Lang Syne. 

lived. 20. Johnson's Musical Museum. 

2. Nellie Kilpatrick. 21. Infective endocarditis. 

3. William Nichol. 22. Peggy Thompson. 

4. Dear-bought Bess, daughter of Elizabeth 23. The south-east coast of Fife. 

Paton. 24. Fishermen. 

5. Sylvander and Clarinda-Burns and Mrs. 25. Work away. 
Maclehose. 26. A Man's a Man for A' That. 

6. It means that you pay for your own 27. I ha'e a Wife o' my Ain. 

drinks. 28. Buchan, Aberdeenshire. 

7. Clootie. 29. 1787. 

8. A balloon-bonnet, named after Vincent 30. The Guidwife of Wauchope House. 

Lunardi the balloonist. 31. The negotiators of the Act of Union, 

9. The poet's mare. 1707. 
10. Captain Francis Grose. 32. My love she's but a lassie yet. 

11. Kate. 33. Sweetheart or lover. 

12. Caesar in The Twa Dogs. 34. The Globe Inn, Dumfries. 

13. William Burnes, the poet's father. 35. Anna Park. 

14. Three shillings (15p). 36. The Globe Inn, Dumfries (again). 

15. John Richmond. 37. Maria Riddell. 
16. Depute Master. 38. The Tinker in the Jolly Beggars. 

1·7. The creepy chair. 39. The Holy Fair. 
18. Fifteen. 
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D. J. McILDOWIE, Invermay, Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ALAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 

New Zealand: 
WILLIAM SCOTT, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

Canada: 
Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6H 4A6 

XXVII. 
XXVIII. 

D. W. OGILVIE, 'Lingerwood,' 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries DG2 9AY 
India: 
U.S.A.: 
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MARVIN D. McQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East Fifth, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 

ALAN R. BOOTH, ARINC Research Corp, 2551 Riva Road, Annapolis, Md. 
21401, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe: 
DAVE SMITH, 22 Cargenbridge, Troqueer, Dumfries DG2 SL W 



SUB-COMMITTEES: 

Finance: H. G. McKerrow (Convener); T. D. Mcilwraith (Vice-Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, G. 
Anderson, J. Davie, A. Finlayson, J. Inglis, A. McArthur, D. Mclldowie, L. Reid and A. Train. 

Memorials: S. K. Gaw (Convener), Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. M. Rennie, M. S. Blair, G. Burnett, H. 

Cunningham, J. Kidd, A. McArthur, D. Mclldowie, A. Mciver, R. A. B. McLaren, M. Mair, W. 

Morrison, W. Neish, D. Ogilvie, C. Parr, T. Paterson, D. Scobie, W. Scott and D. Smith. 
Literature: D. W. Ogilvie (Convener), Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. P. Thomson, M. S. 

Blair, G. W. Burnett, J. Glass, J. Kidd, G. Laing, A. Mciver, J. Mackay, M. Mair, W. Neish, J. 
Parnham, C. Parr, T. Paterson, R. Scott, W. Scott, J. Smith and A. Stoddart. 

Schools Competitions: J. Glass (Convener), Mrs. E. Dunlop, Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. M. Shearer, Mrs. 
P. Thomson, A. Finlayson, G. Laing, R. McLaren, W. Morrison, D. Scobie, R. Scott, J. Smith, A. 
Stoddart and A. Train. 

Auditors 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1982183 

Mrs. Gloria Smith, 14 Guardhouse Road, Radford, Coventry CV6 3DT. 
Mrs. Yvonne Pudner, 26 St. Michaels Road, Stoke, Coventry CV2 4EJ. 
Mrs. Ellen Bell, 20 Clarinda Drive, Lochside, Dumfries. 
Patricia Wilson, 'Chinese Literature' Foreign Languages Press, Bai Wang, Whuang, Beijing, China. 
Mrs. Lena Brown, 3 Leafield Gardens, Dumfries DG l 2DU. 
Mrs. E. Tulloch, 30 Kingholm Drive, Dumfries. 
Mrs. Helen Edgar 41 Larchfield Road, Dumfries. 
Miss Irene Birch, Alick's House Farm, Glovers Brow, Kirkby L32 2AF. 
D. M. Ferguson, 'Morlich', Dell Road, Nethy Bridge, Inverness-shire PH25 3DG. 
James A. McDougall, 'Glen Rosa', 2 Woodside Close, Ferndown, Dorset BA22 9LG. 
Mrs. Isabel W. Reuels, 22 Lindum Street, Motherwell, Lanarkshire. 
Brian Fitzpatrick, 26 Edward Cres., Duynefontain, Melkbossbrand 7437, Cape Province, South 

Africa. 
Sandy Gilroy, Bardannoch, Moniaive, Dumfriesshire DG3 4HZ. 
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List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1925 Edinburgh 1957 Aberdeen 
1894 Glasgow 1926 Perth 1958 Harrogate 
1895 Dundee 1927 Derby 1959 Ayr 
1896 Kilmarnock 1928 Aberdeen 1960 Glasgow 
1897 Greenock 1929 Troon 1961 Dumfries 
1898 Mauchline 1930 Greenock 1962 Durham 
1899 Dumfries 1931 Ha wick 1963 Stirling 
1900 Kilmarnock 1932 Stirling 1964 London 
1901 Glasgow 1933 London 1965 Hamilton 
1902 Greenock 1934 Glasgow 1966 Troon 
1903 Edinburgh 1935 Ayr and 1967 Sheffield 
1904 Stirling Kilmarnock 1968 Falkirk 
1905 Hamilton 1936 Elgin 1969 Southport 
1906 Kilmarnock 1937 Newcastle- 1970 Arbroath 
1907 Sunderland upon-Tyne 1971 Coventry 
1908 St. Andrews 1938 Dumfries 1972 Aberdeen 
1909 Dunfermline 1940-46 Glasgow 1973 Dumfries 
1910 Lanark 1947 Dunoon 1974 Edinburgh 
1911 Glasgow 1948 Stirling 1975 Dundee 
1912 Carlisle 1949 Mauchline 1976 Leeds 
1913 Galashiels 1950 Bristol 1977 Motherwell 
1915-19 Glasgow 1951 Montrose 1978 Glasgow 
1920 London 1952 Norwich 1979 London, 
1921 Dunfermline 1953 Paisley Ontario 
1922 Birmingham 1954 Sheffield 1980 Leicester 
1923 Ayr 1955 Edinburgh 1981 Irvine 
1924 Dumfries 1956 Cheltenham 1982 Dumfries 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire-40 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 

173 Irvine 
1 79 Dailly J oily Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 'Howff', Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 

681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
772 Prestwick 
773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 Irvine Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
954 Newton, Ayr 
982 Garnock 
988 Darvel 
995 Drongan 
996 Kilmarnock Louge St. Andrew 

1020 Netherthird and Craigens 

Secretary: Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

II. Edinburgh-31 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
187 Galashiels 
198 Gorebridge 
199 Newbattle 
212 Portobello 
239 Hawick 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balerno 
341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 

516 The Airts Burns Club 
740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
839 Coldstream 
929 Bathgate 
942 Easthouse Miners' Welfare 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Ladies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 

1003 Whitadder Burns Club, Allanton 
1011 Haddington Golf Club 

Secretary: G. Henderson-Laing, 50 Marrionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
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III. Glasgow-14Clubs:1 Member 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
642 Rutherglen 

Secretary: Scott I. Galt, 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow 012 OPQ 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-5 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 

695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton G82 4ER 

V. Fife-10Clubs:1 Member 

13 St. Andrews 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
Secretary: 

768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 
1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 

VI. Lanarkshire-21 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 

637 Millheugh 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 
961 Larkhall 
973 Salsburgh Miners 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

IX. Renfrewshire-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

430 Gourock 

472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

Secretary: Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street, Greenock PA15 
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X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-30 Clubs: 3 Members 

4 Callander 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
37 Dollar 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
50 Stirling Perthsire 

116 Greenloaning 850 Dollar Masonic 
126 Falkirk 865 Forester Arms 
426 Sauchie 895 Westerton Burns Club 
469 Denny Cross 902 Newmarket Burns Club 
503 Dunblane 911 Borestone Bowling Club 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 923 Old Manor Burns Club 
543 Abbey Craig 925 Laurieston 
630 Coalsnaughton 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 935 Torbrex, Stirling 
657 Fallin Burns Club 993 Cambusbarron 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 1000 United Glass 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tilllicoultry 1022 Blane Valley 
Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Alloa FKlO 2BA 

XI. Tayside Regional Area-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 
42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
955 Gartwhinzean 

1019 Rumbling Bridge 

Secretary: Frank Curran, 250 Rosemount Road, Dundee DD2 3TG 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 
691 Inverness 

698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 

XIII Southern Scottish Counties-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 629 Sanquhar 
217 Eskdale 660 The Langholm Ladies 
226 Dumfries 693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
323 Kirkcudbright 730 Wigtown 
393 Annan Ladies 818 Dalbeattie and District 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
437 Dumfries Ladies 924 S.C.T.A. 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A. 926 Rosamond 
536 Whithorn 985 New Galloway 
562 Castle Douglas 990 Auldgirth 
589 Solway 999 Dumfries Round Table 
626 Moffat and District 1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 

Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries DG2 OEH 
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XIV. London and South-Eastern England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Society 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 

Society 

743 Romford Scottish Association 
918 Dover and East Kent 
952 Guildford 

Secretary: W. A. D. Neish, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6E 

XV. North-Eastern England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 
744 Durham and District Cal. Society 

745 Northumberland and Durham 
Cal. Society 

898 Peterlee and District Cal. 
Society 

901 Cramington Burns Club 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 26 The Gardens, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay 

XVI. North-Western England-16 Clubs: 2 Members 

95 Bolton 
236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Society 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew 

Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

834 St. Andrews Society 
(Altrincham, Sale and Dist.) 

956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Society 
989 Holt Hill 

1008 Caledonian Soc. of W. Cumberland 
1016 Leyland and District Burns Society 
1023 Skipton District, Caledonian Society 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D' Arey Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 

XVII. Yorkshire-15 Clubs: 2 Members 

454 Rotherham 
548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrowgate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Society 
812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 

880 Otley and District 
894 Beverley and District 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
987 Hull 

Secretary: Robert Pine, Alpin House, 4 West Grove Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire 
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XVIII. North and East Midlands of England-23 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
405 Sheffield Cal. Society 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
556 Doncaster Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 
861 Cal. Society of Lincoln 
862 Market Rasen Scottish 

Association 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Society 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
963 Cotgrave 

1015 Maltby 

Secretary: G. Irvine, 'Ulvescroft,' 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
5NF 

XIX. West Midlands of England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 5 Fairways Close, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9BH 

XX. South-Western England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Society 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 
951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

Secretary: James Graham, 27 Collum End Rise, Cheltenham GL53 OPA 

XXI. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 

XXII. Ireland-3 Clubs: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 1018 East Antrim Burns Association 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 

XXIII. Africa-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

896 Sierra Leone 
934 Manama Caledonian Society 

962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 
964 Gambia Caledonian Society 
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XXIV. Australia-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

511 Perth 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 

914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
919 Orange and District 
950 Drumoyne 
965 Royal Cal. Society of S. Australia 
968 Warrnambool and Dist. Cal. Society 
978 Whyalla 
984 McQuarrie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 

XXV. New Zealand-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 

Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Society 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 
841 Robert Burns Association of 

Montreal 
842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 

Ontario 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 
974 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 

1009 Edmonton Scottish Soc. 
1012 Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club 

XXVIII. U.S.A.-16 Clubs: 2 Members 
220 St. Louis 978 Dickeyville 
238 Atlanta 981 Berkshire, Mass. 
284 Philadelphia 986 Annapolis 
701 Detroit 994 Midlands, Columbia 
870 Massachusetts 1001 Mystic Highland Pipe Band 
941 San Diego 1006 St. Andrews Soc. of Mexico 
958 Toledo 1007 Rhode Island 
966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 1017 Southwick Burns Club 
Secretary: Alan Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A. 
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XXIX. Near and Middle East-1Club:1 Member 
959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 

1020 Kuwait Caledonians 

XXX. Europe-1Club:1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 



Clubs represented: 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Assembly Hall, 
Dumfries Academy, 
Dumfries. 
l lth September, 1982. 

0 Kilmarnock (3), 1 London (1), 22 Edinburgh (1), 26 Perth (3), 33 Glasgow Haggis (1), 36 Rosebery 
(1), 37 Dollar (3), 40 Aberdeen (1), 55 Derby (3), 69 Dunedin (1), 89 Sunderland (3), 95 Bolton (3), 112 
Dumfries Howff (3), 158 Darlington (2), 169 Glasgow & District Assoc. (1), 173 Irvine (2), 192 
Ayrshire Assoc. (3), 198 Gorebridge (3), 217 Eskdale (1), 226 Dumfries (3), 252 Alloway (3), 263 
Glasgow Masonic (3), 274 Troon (1), 275 Ayr (1), 314 Edinburgh Scottish (l), 349 Kilmarnock Howff 

(1), 360 Lochee (1), 366 Liverpool (3), 378 Edinburgh District Assoc. (1), 387 Cambuslang Mary 
Campbell (3), 393 Annan Ladies (3), 405 Sheffield (3), 437 Dumfries Ladies (2), 454 Rotherham (2), 
461 Leicester (2), 503 Dunblane (1), 530 Southern Scottish Counties Assoc. (3), 559 Coventry 
Caledonian (1), 561 London Ontario (3), 566 Scottish Soc. & Burns Club of Australia (1), 581 
Cumbernauld (3), 589 Solway (2), 612 Torrance Masonic (l), 618 Altrincham & Sale (2), 627 Kinross 
(3), 630 Coalsnaughton (3), 632 Symington (1), 642 Rutherglen (1), 681 Kilmarnock Cronies (2), 691 
Inverness (1), 696 Whitley Bay (3), 725 Ben Cleuch (1), 763 Wakefield (3), 809 Allanton (l), 822 
Mansfield (2), 842 Hamilton Ontario (l), 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter (3), 850 Dollar Masonic (l), 

880 Otley (1), 887 Gainsborough (2), 902 Newmarket (1), 916 Hole i' the wa' (2), 917 Scottish 
Presidents (3), 918 Dover & E. Kent (3), 926 Rosamond (2), 933 Busbiehill (1), 936 Irvine Lasses (2), 
943 Humberside (2), 944 Alamo (1), 948 Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic (3), 955 Gartwhinzean (1), 961 
Larkhall (3), 980 Niagara Falls (2), 986 Annapolis (1), 1,000 United Glass (2), Executive (38). 

Apologies 
Mrs. J. Burgoyne; Mr. G. Burnett, Rotherham; Mr. B. McGuff, Gorebridge; Mr. & Mrs. J. 

Mason, London; Mr. R. W. Taylor, Leicester; Mr. & Mrs. G. Vallance, Cumnock. 

Minutes 
Adoption of the minutes of the Conference of the Council held in The Magnum, Irvine, on 12th 

September, 1981 was moved by Mr. John Smith, seconded by Mr. Tom Riddock. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Mr. W. A. Anderson said that time passes quickly when you are enjoying yourself and again it is 

time to present the Annual Report. 
'During the course of the year I have enjoyed the friendship and company of many people from 

within the circle of the Burns Federation-from both the UK and overseas, and I have received 
hospitality from not a few Clubs. The highlight of the year, however must be the 1981 Conference at 
Irvine. Many delegates and friends have said how much they enjoyed this Conference and have asked 
me to convey their thanks to the Conference Committee. 

'We have learned with regret of the Death of several prominent Burnsians during the year. Dr. R. S. 
Gilchrist of Edinburgh will be mourned for his knowledge of the Bard and his works while Maggie 
Coulson and Douglas Cruickshank will be particularly remembered by those of us who worked beside 
them on the Executive Committee. I am sad too to note the passing of Duncan McSwein of Greenock 
who served his Club as secretary for many years. We respectfully offer our sympathy to the relatives 
of our deceased friends. 

'Membership figures are as follows: 
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Number of Clubs on the Roll of the Federation as at October 1981 

Disbanded or resigned 
443 Victoria B.C. Burns Club 
746 Grimsby & District Caledonian Society 
884 Rugeley & District Burns Club 
947 John Cairney Burns Club 
960 St. Andrew Society of Hobart 

Affiliated during year: 
1005 Tamworth & District Scottish Society 
1006 St. Andrew Society of Mexico 
1007 Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island 
1008 Caledonian Society of West Cumberland 
1009 Edmonton Scottish Society 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 
1011 Haddington Golf Club 
1012 Edmontou Dundonald Burns Club 
1013 Balmullo Burns Club, Stirling 
1014 Traditional Music & Song Association of Scotland 
1015 Maltby & District Burns Society 
1016 Leyland & District Burns Society 

Number of Associate Members on Roll of Federation 

348 

6 

342 

12 

354 

168 

'This year has been a busy one with Kilmarnock serving as an information centre and clearing house 
for requests, queries, correspondence and bodies from throughout the world. Kilmarnock has also 
continued to fulfil its function as Headquarters of the Federation by hosting two of the three 
Executive meetings under the capable Presidency of John Kidd, J.P. The June meeting was hosted by 
the President's own District, the Tayside Region of Burns Clubs. 

'The publication programme is under way. Bairnsangs has been reprinted and a reprint of the Burns 
Federation Song Book is expected shortly. Established contacts with Burnsians in other countries is 
being maintained and new links are being formed. 

'Finally could I bring to your attention the debt owed to Abe Train for the excellent way he is 
running the Federation's "200 Club". This organisation is dependent on the extra income derived 
from the "200 Club". Mr. Train's efforts are much appreciated. Abe and the "200 Club" deserve the 
support of all of us. 

'May I again take this opportunity to thank the many officers and friends who have been so helpful 
during this year.' Mr. T. Riddock, U.G. Jolly Beggars moved adoption of the Secretary's report, 
seconded by Mr. J. Inglis Irvine ( 173). 

FINANCE REPORT 
Mr. McKerrow submitted the Annual Accounts and made the following comments: The Ordinary 

Fund which deals with the day to day administration of the Federation was again under funded and a 
transfer from the Reserve Fund would be required. The Scottish Literature Fund was showing a small 
balance, following a transfer from the Central Fund and the donation of £500 to the Chronicle by the 
late Dr. Gilchrist. The balance in the Central Fund would be retained there meantime. 

He was happy to report that donations totalling £24,126.79 had been received for the St. Giles' 
Appeal and particularly appreciated the donations received from Masonic Lodges. He referred to the 
three largest donations, each over £1,000 from Peterhead Burns Club, Tarbolton Masonic Lodge and 
the Burns Howff Club Dumfries. He also expressed his appreciation of the many smaller clubs who 
had arranged functions to support the fund. Without the smaller donations the total would have been 
much lower. Donations had come from 217 Burns & Caledonian Clubs, 151 Masonic Lodges, 44 
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Associate Members, 76 other individuals, 6 Chapters of the O.E.S. and 28 other Associations. 
The Laing Waugh Fund had now been passed over to the Southern Scottish Counties Burns 

Association and the Anderson Wilson Fund would shortly be transferred to the Literature Fund. The 
income from the Jock Dyall Bequest continued to be transferred to the Visit~ Fund. 

All members should try to sell more copies of the Chronicle and make sure that annual sub
scriptions are paid in good time. 

With these remarks he moved adoption of the accounts, seconded by John Melville, Rosebery 36,. 
Mrs. Irvine, North & East Midlands, thanked Mr. McKerrow for the work he had done on the 

Finance Committee. 

EDITOR'S REPORT 
Mr. James Mackay said this was the seventh Burns Chronicle he had had the privilege to edit. He 

noted that although sales of the Chronicle had increased it was still not paying its way. The increase in 
price had not matched increased costs. Whereas it cost £4,800 to print this year six years ago the figure 
was only £2,000. The editor's allowance had not been increased since he was appointed and this year 
he had managed to reduce his expenses. 

The new Burns Chonicle was a good read and the best bargain in print today. It contained the 
reports of 183 clubs, an all-time record, however, some reports were still arriving too late to be in
cluded. He apologised for the noninclusion of the report of Worksop Burns Club whose letter arrived 
too late because it took six weeks to reach him. Overseas clubs were asked to send reports airmail. 

The Chronicle included 44 club pictures interspersed through the club reports. 
Although material was plentiful at this time there was no reason for complacency and members 

were asked to continue producing articles. 
Mr. Lew Reid, Gainsborough (887) moved adoption of the Editor's Report, seconded by Mr. M. 

Blair, Kinross (627) who noted that back numbers of Chronicle were selling in antiquarian bookshops 
at £5. 

SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS REPORT 
Mr. James Glass said it might reasonably have been supposed that falling school rolls would ad

versely affect the response to the Burns Federation's Schools Competitions, but this had not occurred. 
Indeed the 1982 returns showed an increase of 10,595 in the number of competitors, and an increase 
of 7 in the number of participating schools. This satisfactory state of affairs serves to highlight the 
vital role played by School Staffs in encouraging pupils to take part and in harnessing their natural 
enthusiasm. 

'The section with the widest appeal is still the Recitation one, but the figures in the Scottish 
Literature (written), Singing and Scottish Music (Instrumental) sections remain commendably high, 
although the Secondary School numbers have declined somewhat. The Individual Project Work 
section, introduced this year, has proved highly successful in motivating the pupils, and reports from 
several Head Teachers indicate that the children have found this approach absorbing and enjoyable. 

'There has been the customary spate of late applications for certificates and there were also requests 
from no fewer than three schools for replacements for certificates destroyed by in fires. One Head 
Teacher thought it prudent to provide documentary evidence in the shape of a rather badly scorched 
application form. A number of delightful letters were also penned by children expressing thanks for 
their certificates, which they obviously greatly prized. 
STATISTICS 
Recitation 

101,940 

Scottish Literature 
(Written) 

16,135 

Singing 

25,101 

Accompanying 

534 

Scottish 
Music 
2,912 

Total Number of Competitors: 155,100 
No. of Schools Competing: 729 
No. of Certificates: 11, 779 

Individual 
Project Work 

8.478 

'In the 1982 Art Competition 513 entries were received from 37 schools, but regrettably none at all 
from Secondary Pupils. There were several most attractive and colourful paintings in the Primary 
section, and the continuing high standard of performance made the task of the adjudicators a far 
from easy one. 
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Prize-Winners 
Prize- Winners 
lst Duncan Cameron 
2nd Wendy Slater 
3rd Frances Mason 
4th Sam Brownlee 
5th David Murray 

Commended 

Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie, Perthshire 

Kincardine O' Neil Primary School, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire 
Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie, Perthshire 
Insch Primary School, Insch, Aberdeenshire 

Anne Allan George Watson's College, Edinburgh 
Murray Blair Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie, Perthshire 
Andrew Coop Dean Park Primary School, Balerno, Edinburgh 
Alacia Driver Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie, Perthshire 
Lorraine Troup Sighthill Primary School, Edinburgh 

'Interesting reports were made by Burns Clubs and Associations giving details of their involvement 
with schools. Several organised local Burns competitions in Recitation, Singing and Instrumental 
Playing for groups of schools, others provided book prizes or trophies for the Burns Federation Prize
winners, others arranged competitions in project work, and a number held concerts at which local 
finalists performed before an audience of Club members, parents and friends. 

'It is realised that many other Clubs and Associations play an active part in ensuring that our young 
people become fully aware of their Scottish Heritage, and it would be of great interest and help to the 
Federation to be informed of the nature and scope of their activities. In the meantime I should like to 
express the appreciation of the Federation Executive to the following for taking the trouble to send in 
brief reports on the valuable work being undertaken: 
Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club, Alloway Burns Club, Ayr Burns Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, 
Coalsnaughton Burns Club, Cupar Burns Club, Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association, 
Gorebridge Burns Club, Irvine Lasses' Burns Club, Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs, 
Larkhall Burns Club, Perth Burns Club, Penicuik Community Arts Association, Stonehouse a' the 
Airts Burns Club, Tam o' Shanter Burns Club Coventry, Southern Scottish Counties Burns 
Association.' 

Mr. Glass said he should like to add his personal thanks to the President, the Hon. Secretary, the 
Assistant Secretary and the members of the Schools Committee for their support and encouragement. 
Mr. A. Gowans, Lochee Burns Club (36) gave a report on activities in schools in his area and moved 
adoption of the Schools Competitions Report. Mr. G. Tedford, Saltcoats (948) seconded. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMMITTEE REPORT 
Mr. D. W. Ogilvie reported that after the enforced changes in personnel of the previous two years, 

we settled into a year of consolidation, unfortunately tempered by financial stringency, seeing much 
to do, but being able to afford only a very limited part of it. 

'As always our chief commitment was the publication of the Chronicle, and the 1982 volume was a 
credit to the Burns Federation. Though we over-estimated demand slightly, satisfactory sales justified 
our (absolutely necessary) decision to continue selling the Chronicle at an economic price. We feel that 
sales should be better, however, and encourage districts and clubs to attract a wider readership, 
particularly as this publication now reflects the journalistic skill of our gifted Editor, Jim Mackay. 

'Much depends on club officials and the movement generally though, and again I must plead with 
secretaries and others to adhere to deadline dates and submit details required to update this 
publication each year. Please find advertisers when you can, and consider supporting them when 
possible. Encourage or submit items of the "Personality Parade" style, with accompanying 
photographs. These "sell" the Chronicle and generate a remarkable amount of interest. 

'We have spent considerable time in our committe discussing the younger Burnsians, whom we 
must try to interest, and again I ask the movement to encourage the submission to the Editor of 
material by, or for younger readers. It's a much used cliche, but they are the Burns movement of the 
future, and the continuing success of our Schools Competition-even with falling school rolls, 
demonstrates that a real interest abounds. 
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'Though our committee's finances are healthier than in some past years, we find ourselves totally 
unable to finance major projects. "Bairnsangs", widely used in schools, is being republished by 
Alloway Publishers at their expense and 'The Burns Federation Song Book" will shortly be reprinted 
thanks to the generosity of the Clement Wilson Foundation. Another publication for consideration 
would be a partly updated Chronicle index when and as funds allow it. 

'The Committee had discussed the possibility of discounts from booksellers on larger orders for 
prizes, etc., but decided these were difficult to obtain. At district level, however, local contacts might 
be tried. 

'Please also support our Federation however, by making purchases of books and other articles from 
Kilmarnock-price lists are available and are circulated regularly. Our 'Scots Kist' and 'Scots 
Handsel' continue to sell well and are commended. 

'At our March Executive meeting Pat Wilson, home on a visit from China spoke of the Chinese 
interest in Burns and presented the Federation with a most imposing scroll. Inscribed in Chinese 
characters, it is a translation of "My Heart's in the Highlands". 

'On the wider scene the Hans Hecht reprint has generated a lot of interest though I am most 
disappointed to report that J. C. Reid's "Concordance" is still not available, although it was ad
vertised in the 1982 Chronicle. 

'Some little excitement was generated during the past year by the discovery of an early R. L. 
Stevenson novel and an unfinished fragment of his work. These are now published in one book. The 
material was found through a remarkable piece of detection at Yale University, rather exemplifying 
the amount of sound scholarship in Scottish Literature, currently being undertaken in the USA. It is 
far from inappropriate that our 1983 Conference will be held in Annapolis. 

'Another item of considerable interest is an appeal being mounted by the W. L. Lorimer Memorial 
Trust to finance the publication of the New Testament in Scots. This translation, of the late Professor 
Lorimer, has been described by Professor David Daiches as "an extraordinary feat of imaginative 
scholarship'' and if the appeal reaches you I commend both it and, hopefully, the publication when it 
sees the light of day. 

'During the year-in April-a new "quality" Scottish Sunday 'paper-the Sunday Standard 
celebrated its first anniversary with apparently satisfactory circulation figures. Since its inception it 
has given good cover to things cultural and literary in Scotland. 

'In conclusion I must express my sincere thanks to the President, Honorary and Assistant 
Secretaries and members of our committee for their interest, support and guidance.' 

Mr. A. Law, Edinburgh District (378) moved adoption of the Literature Report, seconded by Mr. 
A. Lochrie, Gorebridge (198). 

MEMORIALS REPORT 
Mr. S. Gaw thanked all those who had taken the trouble to send in reports on memorials and 

presented the following 

IRVINE: GLASGOW VENNEL. 
Work has progressed on the restoration of all the properties in the Venne!. This consists of almost 

total restoration in some cases by private builders and Cunninghame District Council in particular. 
The Burns Lodging House has been encompassed in the scheme and the Heckling H iuse will be 
restored and rethatched in the near future, becoming an Information Centre-Museun thanks to a 
generous donor, The Clement Wilson Foundation. 

KIRKOSWALD 
The Kirkyard Memorials require considerable maintenance. Herein are the remains of the Brouns, 

Burns' Mother's kin, Tam o' Shanter, The Souters family and others. To assist the Local Council 
responsible for the upkeep in hard financial times, the Ayrshire Association and the Federation have 
each given £100 (constructive criticism?). 
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KILMARNOCK 
The Burns Garden at the Castle is maturing and will soon be open. Kilmarnock celebrates the 

quarter millenia of the Old High Kirk. In the Kirkyaird lies the remains of John Wilson Printer of the 
Kilmarnock Edition. The Kay Park Monument was again the focal point of the District's celebration 
of the Burns festival. 

PORTPATRICK 
The statue fell from its lofty perch during a storm. An 'Animated Bust'-up. There being no club in the 
vicinity, it had to be written off but Dave Smith and the Dumfries fold have plans for its resurrection. 

DUMFRIES 
From Brow Well to the statue all is well kept and especially delightful is the area around the Globe 

Inn following the completion of the Town Centre restoration. It is a great pity that the Town Planners 
have ignored the former serenity of the Globe Close. To the rear has been sited the infernal machine (a 
shop ventilating system), which will ensure the ghosts of Burns and Anna Park will not lie in peace 
and its howling will convince any inebriate of the presence of' Auld Nick'. 

WINNIPEG 
Ed Evans informs me that Winnipeg, Manitoba, statue is in good order and, on request, is to 

submit a story on those who, at the beginning of the century, conceived the idea and have since kept 
Burns' memory alive tho' 'seas between us braid hae roared'. Perhaps this might stimulate response 
from other areas in like circumstances. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
This was given to Mauchline for Kirkyaird restoration material and to Glenbervie Burns Memorials 

Association in furtherance of their stewardship. 

ST. GILES' 
After rejection of designs submitted originally, Liefur Breidfjord, an Icelander trained in Edin

burgh and one of Europe's principal artists in stained glass, has produced a design which is acceptable 
to both the Cathedral Authorities and the Burns Federation. The target of £25,000 is almost met but 
we still need your contributions. 

JEDBURGH 
Robert Burns escapes from 'Jeddart's Brideswell'. The large plaque formerly attached to the wall of 
the Royal Hotel where Burns stayed on his border tour was on the building's demolition incarcerated 
in the local gaol. It has now been freed and resurrected in a distinguished stone plinth on its original 
site. Congratulations to all concerned. 

EDINBURGH 
Near Calton Hill a building is to be erected on the site of that where Clarinda lived and died. The 

Architects are conservation conscious and in that spirit have requested permission of Edina's Burn
sians to introduce, in the constuction, the facsimile of the semi relief profile of Clarinda as depicted in 
Canongate Kirkyaird. 

Mr. Gaw thanked the Committee and all who had assisted in keeping the conservation theme alive. 
The Memorials Report was adopted on a motion by Mr. J. Campbell, Wakefield (763) and Mr. 

Kilpatrick, Rosebery (36). 
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PUBLICITY REPORT 
Mr. George Anderson asked members to let him have details of activities which might interest the 

media. He had responded to several inquiries from the media but many matters which the Federation 
would have liked to publicise had encountered little interest in the media. Personal contacts in local 
papers, radio and television had been most fruitful. 

The Annapolis Conference was likely to get considerable coverage. 
Mrs. M. Rennie, Cambuslang Mary Campbell (387) moved adoption of the Publicity Report, 

seconded by Mr. White, Glasgow Masonic (263). 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
The following Office-Bearers were duly elected: 

President: Mr. G. Anderson, Glasgow 
Senior Vice-President Mr. T. D. Mcllwraith, Edinburgh 
Junior Vice-President Mr. John Inglis Irvine (on a majority vote over Mr. Lew Reid) 
Hon. Secretary & Treasurer Mr. W. A. Anderson, Stewarton 
Assistant Secretary Mrs. M. G. Turner, Troon 
Schools Competitions Mr. J. Glass, Ayr 
Hon. Editor Mr. J. A. Mackay, Dumfries 
Publicity Mr. G. Anderson Glasgow 
Hon Presidents: Mrs. J. A. Irvine, Rotherham 

Mr. William Dunlop, M.B.E., C.A., Alloway 
Mr. Toshio Namba, Tokyo, Japan. 

Motion from Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club 'that all future nomination for the office of Junior 
Vice-President in the Burns Federation should be accompanied by a history of the work that has been 
done by the nominees in the way of stimulating interest in Robert Burns and the Burns Federation, 
and this should be circulated to all the Burns Clubs and Scottish Societies prior to the Burns 
Federation International Conference each year.' 

Mr. S. Gaw seconded the motion. After a short discussion the motion was accepted on a majority 
vote. 

1983 CONFERENCE 
Mr. H. Townend, Annapolis (986) gave preliminary information on the plans for the Annapolis 

Conference to be held 18th-24th August 1983. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Dr. J. Connor, London Ontario (561) reported that after the London Ontario Conference a reunion 

had been held (a mini-conference). It had been agreed to meet annually and an association of North 
American Clubs had been formed. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the President. 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND 
lst May, 1981 to 

INCOME 

Annual Subscriptions: 
Current .......................................................... . 
Arrears .......................................................... . 
Advance ......................................................... . 
Associate Members ................................................. . 

Affiliation Fees ...................................................... . 
Diplomas ........................................................... . 
Badges ............................................................. . 
Burns Check ........................................................ . 
Maps .......................................... ····················· 
Vignettes ........................................................... . 
Bookmarks ......................................................... . 
Plaques ............................................................ . 
Administration-Literature & Central Funds ............................... . 
Circular ............................................................ . 
Cassette ............................................................ . 
'200' Club .......................................................... . 
'200' Club (Share) .................................................... . 
Mauchline Church Records ............................................. . 
Miscellaneous ....................................................... . 
Repayment of loan to LiteratureFund ..................................... . 
Transfer of donation to Royal Caledonian Schools ........................... . 
Transfer of Affiliation Fees ............................................. . 
Transfer from Reserve Fund ............................................ . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
Overspent .......................................................... . 

Balance as at 1/5/82 Deposit Account ..................................... . 
£24,650 60Jo Funding Loan 1993 (at cost) ................................... . 
Burns Chronicle: 

Sales to members ................................................... . 
Sales to trade ...................................................... . 
Advertisements .................................................... . 

A Scots Kist . ........................................................ . 
A Scots Handset ..................................................... . 
Bairnsangs . ......................................................... . 
Gourdie's Book ...................................................... . 
Burns & Edinburgh ................................................... . 
Other Books ........................................................ . 
Royalties on A Scots Kist . .............................................. . 
Tax Refund ......................................................... . 
Donation to Schools Competitions ....................................... . 
Transfer from Reserve Fund ............................................ . 
Legacy from R. S. Gilchrist ............................................. . 
Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
Transfer from Central Fund ............................................ . 
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ORDINARY 

£2,060.40 
101.00 
177.17 
415.13 
36.00 
24.25 

188.40 
134.50 
36.80 
4.16 

32.50 
30.00 

200.00 
15.00 
5.00 

725.00 
10.00 
8.00 
3.55 

472.35 
10.00 
9.00 

1,000.00 
1.92 

1,956.27 

£7,656.40 

SCOTTISH 

£192.33 
17,305.90 

2,899.26 
504.77 
557.00 
194.45 
91.50 

147.41 
149.88 

5.30 
65.78 
89.97 

443.70 
3.00 

300.00 
500.00 

1,035.30 
43.42 

650.00 

£25,178.87 



EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 
30th April, 1982 

FUND 
EXPENDITURE 

Overspent at 30/4/81. ................................................. . 
Salary & National Insurance ............................................ . 
Post. .............................................................. . 
Stationery .......................................................... . 
Bank Charges ....................................................... . 

Wreaths ..................... ········································ 
Burns Check ........................................................ . 
Expenses of Meetings ................................................. . 
Secretary's Expenses .................................................. . 
'200' Club (Shares) ................................................... . 
Audit Fee .......................................................... . 

Badges ...................................... · .. ····················· 
Cassette Refund ..................................................... . 

Plaques ........................................... ·················· 
Cassettes ........................................................... . 
Repair to President's Chain ............................................. . 
Past President's Badge ................................................ . 
Insurance .......................................................... . 
Bookmarks ......................................................... . 

LITERATURE FUND 

Burns Chronicle: 
Printing ....................................................... ···· 
Post ............................................................. . 
Editor's Allowances & VAT ........................................... . 

Editor's Expenses .................................................... . 
Schools Competitions: 

Printing .......................................................... . 
Expenses ......................................................... . 

A Scots Kist . ........................................................ . 
A Scots Handsel ..................................................... . 
Gourdie's Book ...................................................... . 
Other Books ........................................................ . 
Administration ...................................................... . 
Repayment of Loan: Ordinary Fund ...................................... . 
Transfer of affiliation fees 1981 /82 ....................................... . 
Balance at 30/4/82 

Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£24,650 60/o Funding Loan 1993 (at cost) ................................... . 

£1,483.49 
4,273.57 

822.17 
174.45 
50.56 
37.25 

135.22 
37.62 
4.00 

20.00 
138.00 
327.35 

5.50 
20.00 
8.00 

21.50 
41.84 
52.50 
3.38 

£7,656.40 

£4,860.00 
239.10 
575.00 
98.13 

1,062.43 
184.31 
35.10 
63.38 
96.78 
48.01 

100.00 
472.35 

9.00 

29.38 
17,305.90 

£25,178.87 
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Balance at 115/81 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£16,480 Funding Loan 1993 (at cost) .................................... . 

Plant-Dean Garden .................................................. . 
Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 
Tax Refund ......................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

CENTRAL 

£338.25 
11,575.85 

3.75 
692.16 
296.64 

9.71 

£12,916.36 

CENTRAL FUND-

Balance at 115/81 .................................................... . 
Donations .......................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Receipts ............................................ . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

£10,941.21 
12,024.58 

1,537.13 
201.23 

£24,704.15 

LAING WAUGH 

Balance at 115/81 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£300 40Jo Consolidated Stock (at cost) ................................... . 

Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

Balance at 115/81 .................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
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£36.63 
207.00 

4.20 
2.45 

£250.28 

RESERVE 

£1,723.31 
37.56 

£1,760.87 



FUND 

Administration ...................................................... . 
Transfer of donation to Royal Caledonian Schools ........................... . 
Mauchline Churchyard-gravel. ......................................... . 
Transfer to Literature Fund ............................................. . 
Balance at 30/4/82 

Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£16,480 Funding Loan 1993 (at cost) ...................................... . 

ST. GILES' APPEAL 

£100.00 
10.00 
69.77 

650.00 

510.74 
11,575.85 

£12,916.36 

Interim payment to St. Giles' Cathedral. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,474.35 
Balance at 30/4/82 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,229.80 

Deposit Receipt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,0000.00 

MEMORIAL FUND 

£300 Consolidated Stock (at cost) ........................................ . 
Paid to Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association ......................... . 

FUND 

1981 Conference: Printing etc ............................................ . 
Annual Report ...................................................... . 
Transfer to Ordinary Fund ............................................. . 
Transfer to Literature Fund ............................................. . 
Corporation Tax ..................................................... . 
Balance at 30/4/82 ................................................... . 

H 

£24,704.15 

£207.00 
43.28 

£250.28 

£210.95 
136.00 

1,000.00 
300.00 
109.55 

4.37 

£1,760.87 
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Balance as at 1/5/82 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£400 90Jo Treasury Stock 1992/96 (at cost) ................................ . 

Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

Balance at 1/5/81 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 

Donations to: 
Jean Armour Burns Houses ........................................... . 
National Memorial & Cottage Homes ................................... . 
Conference Collection-Jean Armour Burns Houses ........................ . 

Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

ANDERSON 

£211.06 
313.50 

18.00 
11.34 

£553.90 

GENERAL 

£7.16 

113.00 
40.00 

350.00 
1.45 

£511.61 

JOCKDYALL 

£1,500 8Yi OJo Treasury Stock 1984/86 (at cost) ............................... . 
Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 

Balance at 1/5/81 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£1, 100 9~ OJo Treasury Stock 1983 (at cost) ................................ . 

Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 
Transferred from Jock Dyall Bequest ..................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
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£1,475.57 
89.26 

£1,564.83 

OVERSEAS 

£293.13 
1,026.04 

71.24 
89.26 
28.17 

£1,507.84 



WILSON FUND 

Balance at 30/4/82 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£700 911/o Treasury Stock 1992/96 (at cost) ................................ . 

APPEALS FUND 

Paid to Jean Armour Houses ............................................ . 
Balance at 30/ 4/8 l 

Deposit Account ................................................... . 

BEQUEST 

Transferred to Visits Fund .............................................. . 
Balance at 30/ 4/82 

£15008\li11/o Treasury Stock 1984/86 (at cost) ............................. . 

VISITS FUND 

Balance at 30/4/81 
Deposit Account ................................................... . 
£1, 100 9Y. OJo Treasury Stock 1983 (at cost) ................................ . 

£44.03 
509.87 

£553.90 

£350.00 

161.61 

£511.61 

£89.26 

1,475.57 

£1,564.83 

£481.80 
1,026.04 

£1,507.84 
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CLUB NOTES 

0. Kilmarnock Burns Club. On 21st January 1983 the Club held its Anniversary 
Dinner at Howard Park Hotel, Kilmarnock under the Chairmanship of President Ian 
Faulds. The Reverend W. D. M. Moffatt proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and the toast 
of 'The Lasses' and the reply were in the hands of Mr. George M. Addison and Mrs. Enez 
Logan members of the Executive Committee, There was a capacity turnout and the 
evening was a great success. 

At the Club's St. Andrew's Day Dinner on 25th November 1982, again in Howard Park 
Hotel, Kilmarnock, the toast of Auld Scotia was proposed by Mr. John Fowler, Books 
and Arts Editor of the Glasgow Herald. The toast of Auld Killie was proposed by the 
Reverend John L. Bell and the reply was given by Mr. Frank Donnelly, Rector of 
Kilmarnock Academy, during 1982 the Club participated in Kilmarnock & Loudoun's 
Burns Day on 13th June, the Leglen Wood Service in July commemorating the Bard's 
death and the Federation Conference at Dumfries on 10th/12th September. The Club was 
also represented at this year's wreath-laying ceremony at Burns Statute Square, Ayr on 
25th January and on the same day among the invited guests at Culzean Castle for the 
televising of the Russell Harty Burns Night celebration. 

ALASDAIR M. GORDON 

1. The Burns Club of London. On 22nd January 250 members and guests forgathered 
in the beautiful banqueting room of the Hotel Russell to honour the memory of the Bard, 
and to listen enraptured to the Oration by the Federation's Junior Vice-President, John 
Inglis. In the Chair was our energetic President, Wally Holman, and he was well rewarded 
for all his hard work by the outstanding success of this culmination of his year in office. 
W. Fergus Roy, M.A., B.Sc, medical researcher famous for his work in dialysis 
techniques, proposed the toast to 'The Lasses', and his brilliant speech was well-matched 
by the reply from Mrs. Elizabeth Haynes, a well-known elocutionist and raconteur. The 
wonderfully witty reply for 'The Guests' by Ian MacCulloch, Barrister at Law, a 
Liveryman of the City of London, was another highlight of a memorable evening, as was 
the singing by Dan McCoshan of Covent Garden Opera Company, accompanied by Mrs. 
Kath Wagner, and the skirl of the piper by our Hon. Piper John Campbell. Various 
members of the Club also made highly praised contributions to the programme. 

The season now concluded ran along the usual lines, with fairly good attendances at our 
monthly meetings. Two notable addresses were those by H.J. Stearn on 'Robert Burns, 
Exciseman' and Harry T. Auty on the Kilmarnock Edition; this latter speech was our 
annual William Will Memorial Lecture. Both these gentlemen are comparatively new 
members, but they are serious Burns students, and we regard them as valuable 
acquisitions. 

Ours is a small Club, and members have to travel long distances to attend our meetings, 
but we keep the flag flying despite our problems. Our next really big hurdle is the 1985 
Federation Conference in London to mark the centenary of the Federation's birth, and 
committees are already hard at work in preparation for the event, headed by Wally 
Holman, Past Presidents A. Brown, R. Dalgleish, and R. Gibson plus W. Watson. We are 
still the proud owners of the famous Thomson Vase, a magnificent and very valuable 140-
year-old silver cup which, unfortunately, sees the light of day only once a year. We have 
tried to present it on permanent loan to suitable museums who would put it on constant 
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display, and provide adequate security, but so far without success. Riches can be an 
embarrassment! Our lovely and quite priceless Presidential jewel, stolen by burglars 
eighteen months ago, has never been recovered. 

JAMES MASON 

2. Alexandria Burns Club. President Jim Gallacher welcomed 130 members and 
friends to the Annual Festival in Riverside Inn, Balloch on 22nd January 1983. The 
Haggis, bravely borne by A. McDonald' was piped in by P. M. D. McDermid and 
addressed by Jas. Archibald, who also rendered Tam o' Shanter. Brian Benson rendered 
'Man was made to Mourn' and 'Address to the Unco Guid' and well loved songs from 
Willie Murray. John McLean and Alex Millar were ably accompanied by pianist William 
Barnsley. The Principal Toast of the evening was delivered by Cuthbert Doure, M.B.E. 
with his usual flair and gusto and was rewarded by a standing ovation. Willie Dick 
provided the toast to 'The Lasses' and Peter McLaren in his maiden toast at a Burns 
Supper, provided an excellent and humorous account of the 'Nichts On-Gauns' in his 
toast to 'The Artistes' to round off a splendid evening. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held in the Vale of Leven Bowling Club's Function Room 
when the toast to Scotland was in the capable hands of Jim Archibald. As usual the rest of 
the entertainment was provided by various members of the Club which once again showed 
the depth of talent available in the Club. 

JOHN BARTON 

5. Ercildoune Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Delrion Suite of the Red 
Lion Hotel Earlston on the 2lst January 1983. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. Chisholm, 
Greenlaw. It was carried by Mr. D. Fairgrieve. The Chairman, Mr. J. Irvine gave the 
address to the Haggis. Greetings cards were read by Mrs. J. Irvine. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given very ably by Mr. G. Jeffrey, Jedburgh. The toast 'The Club' was 
given by Mrs. I. Polson and was replied to by Mrs. T. Jamieson. The toast 'The Lasses' 
was given by Mr. T. Sandilands and was replied to by Mrs. J. Gilchrist. Mr. G. Jeffrey 
and Mrs. D. Wakeford gave votes of thanks. Singers and entertainers were Mr. K. 
Brydon, Mr. G. Hickman, Mrs. J. Gilchrist, Mrs. M. Slorance, Mr. W. Chisholm, Mr. T. 
Sandilands and Mrs. I. Polson. Around 50 members and guests were present. 

Two social evenings were held one on 8th May and the other on 18th September. These 
took the form of a dance and buffet supper, both were held in the Red Lion Hotel and 
were much enjoyed by all present. At the first Mr. R. Rae, Jed burgh and Mr. J. 
Fairbairn, Eildon Village, provided the music. At the second Mr. J. Fairbairn and Mr. R. 
Kirkhope were the musicians. 

ROSEMARY IRVINE 

10. Dumbarton. The Annual Supper was held in Dumbuck Hotel on Friday, 28th 
January, 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mr. R. A. 
Callander and the toast to 'The Lasses' by Mr. John Sorbie. A very welcome guest was 
Mr. Crispin Allen who sang for his supper and delighted the company with his rendering 
of Burns songs. An appeal on behalf of Burns Homes, etc. raised the sum of £230.50 

The closure of the Queen's Hotel, Helensburgh, necessitated a change of venue and 
change of date. It was held in Dumbuck Hotel, Dumbarton, on Friday, 3rd December, 
1982. The toast to Scotland was proposed by the Rev. James F. Miller and the toast to 
'The Lasses' by Mr. Cuthbert Douse. The Talltones made a welcome return and received a 
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very warm response for their excellent musical contribution. 
Secretary James L. Hempstead made a gift to the Club of a full set of Burns Chronicles 

and these will be housed along with the Burns Collection in Dumbarton Public Library. 
The Club mourned the passing of Dr. Joseph McCulloch, a Past President and 

Honorary Life Member whose membership extended to 54 years. 
JAMES L. HEMPSTEAD 

11. Chesterfield and District Caledonian Association. Our annual Burns dinner and 
dance was held in the Station Hotel Chesterfield on the 28th January. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Miss Sheila McGregor of the Clan McGregor before an 
appreciative audience of 160. The Mayor of Chesterfield Councillor A. Wain replied to 
Mr. J. Bullions toast to Chesterfield and Mrs. J. Macadam replied to a unique address by 
Mr. W. Steel who toasted 'The Lasses' in rhyme and song. President J. Macadam 
addressed the Haggis. 

The St. Andrew's Day service followed our St. Andrew's Dinner Dance when Mr. A. 
Leys editor of the Derbyshire Times gave an insight of what Scotland meant to him as he 
proposed the toast to 'Scotland'. Our Presidents Reception and Ceilidh together with the 
golf match and Hallo we' en party were heartily enjoyed by all who attended. 

MRS. CATHIE HESS 

13. St. Andrews Burns Club. The Club's new President, Iain Lochhead, had the 
pleasing task of conferring life membership on two stalwarts of the Club: Walter 
Maronski and Archie Webster. Following this presentation at the Annual Celebration on 
Saturday 22nd January, the company of 73 gentlemen welcomed the Haggis which was 
piped in by Alex. Bayne, and addressed by Charlie Lyall. The cheerfu' supper done, the 
President proposed the 'Immortal Memory', looking at the life of Burns in the context of 
the last verse of 'Com Rigs are bonnie'. 'Speed the Plough' was proposed by Jimmy Gray 
and Colin Risk proposed 'The City of St. Andrews'. Local dentist Iain Johnston proposed 
'The Lasses' and in their absence Ronnie Murphy replied on their behalf. During the 
evening Bill Henney entertained with a selection of songs, and Gordon Howe on fiddle 
provided musical selections. The croupier was Vice-President Peter Douglas, and Secretary 
David Reed gave his well chosen remarks from the Minute Book. Past President Andrew 
Lindsay perpetuated the name of photographer George Cowie by presenting to the Club 
an engraved glass bearing a picture of George, to be presented annually for 'good 
citizenship'. The first recipient was local businessman John Marshall. 

DAVID REED 

14. Dundee Burns Club. The Dundee Burns Club Annual Supper was held in the Club 
premises on Saturday 22nd January 1983 and attended by thirty eight members and 
guests who after a hearty meal enjoyed an interesting 'Immortal Memory' by our 
President Mr. Alec. Sproul, and were entertained by verses given with deep feeling and 
vigour by Mr. Dennis Graham and Mr. Alex Glen, to name but two and songs from Mr. 
George Dunn were a delight to listen to. With songs and verses from other members and 
guests it was generally agreed that a splendid Burns Supper was enjoyed by all who 
attended. 

The past year has been one of the busiest in recent years, with, apart from our Annual 
Events, such as Club Dinner, St. Andrew's Night, and A.G.M. and our monthly 
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meetings, social evenings with other Clubs and organisations amounted to approximately 
one per month. One of the highlights of our year was the Dumfries Annual Conference, 
attended by seven of our members. It is with great pleasure that during the January 
celebrations the exchange of paternal greetings cards from home based clubs and 
associations, and also from many abroad, rose considerably this year, and we would be 
pleased to see this form of contact with other clubs continued. 

JOHN G. STEWART 

15. Belfast Burns Association. A very successful Supper was held on 25th January 
1983 in Edenmore Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. D. Fraser and 
'The Land We Bide In' by Rev. A. Sleith. The visiting soloist was Mr. D. Henderson and 
among our guests we were pleased to welcome the Deputy Mayor of Newton Abbey and 
his wife, and a group of members of The Lame Burns Club. 

During the year included an illustrated talk about the west coast of Scotland; a talk on 
china porcelain by a leading expert in that trade, a musical evening; a guided tour round 
St. Anne's Cathedral Belfast, and a summer outing to the County Down coast. 

MRS MARGARET A STOKES 

20. Airdrie Burns Club. The 98th Anniversary Dinner was held in the Sir John Wilson 
Town Hall on Friday 28th January 1983. 114 members and guests celebrated the Bard's 
birthday in style. Chairman for the evening was local banker, President J. F. Curle. Rev. 
G. McCabe delivered the address to the Haggis. Retired Rector, Mr. P. Quinn gave an 
interesting and thought provoking 'Immortal Memory'; the toast to 'The Lasses' was 
hilariously supplied by local lawyer Mr. J. Robertson. Croupier, Vice-President Mr. W. 
S. Brown. A local teacher, in a speech of his choice had 'A Bee in his Bonnet' regarding 
education and the new disciplinary procedures. Musical interludes were provided by 
Messrs. D. Frame and A. Mees accompanied by M. Griffin making his 37th consecutive 
appearance. Mr. James Berwick gave a perfect rendering of 'Tam O' Shanter' for the 
appreciation the Club turned to another local lawyer Mr. H. Neilson who capped a fine 
evening with an amusing and entertaining vote of thanks. In the course of the vote of 
thanks Mr. Neilson made mention of one of our Stalwart members, Mr. J. K. Scobbie 
(perhaps known to readers of the Chronicle as the retired Rector of Dalziel High School 
Motherwell) and endearingly referred to him as 'The Talking Bunnett'. 

A most enjoyable St. Andrew's Day Dinner was held on Tuesday 30th November 1982. 
The principal speakers were as follows: 'Oor Country-Scotland'-Mr. A. Bryden, 'Oor 
Toon'-Professor W. Fletcher, 'Oor Selves'-Mrs. J. McCabe, musical entertainment 
was by Mrs. K. Dow, Mr. J. Robertson, Mrs. C. Robertson. 

A centenary committee comprising Past Presidents was been formed and started work 
in June 1982. Several events are being planned for 1984/5. 

M HOOD 

21. Greenock Burns Club (The Mother Club). The Mother Club held its 181st Annual 
Celebration Dinner in the Hamilton Suite, Greenock, on 25th January. There was a 
goodly attendance. Our President, Dr. Dugald Lyon, was in the chair. Although our 86 
year-old piper Donald Balloch felt he lacked the 'puff' to pipe in the haggis, we welcomed 
him. Donald and his father together had served the Club as pipers for over ninety years. 
We enjoyed the playing of his pupil, Tom Mutch. George Couper rousingly addressed the 
haggis and later gave us a hilarious 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. 
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We were greatly honoured to have Dr. Ian Grimble of T.V. fame as our principal 
speaker and his 'Immortal Memory' was given with eclat and erudition long to be 
remembered. His theme was the universality of Burns's sentiments and verse. 

The toast to 'The Club' was ably given by former Chief Executive Officer Mr. J. D. 
Smith; the reply by Senior Vice-President, Mr. Alister Hewitt. Erin's son, Dr. Gerard 
Crean toasted 'The Lasses' in inimitable fashion and Dr. Nancy Barron as wittily replied. 
Mr. Robert Peat gave the Vote of Thanks. Our Master of Music, Mr. John Bell, and fine 
soloists, Messrs. Joe Gatherer and William Hamilton, entertained. The Collection for 
Burns Charities was £133. 

St. Andrew's Night is a special favourite with our Club and a successful dinner was held 
in the Tontine Hotel, Greenock. The toast 'St. Andrew and Scotland' is traditionally 
given by a lady; this year by Mrs. Carmichael, Social Worker extraordinaire and T.V. 
personality. The Toast of 'Scots Abroad' was ably given by Councillor Ronald Young to 
which Dr. Wallace Barr replied with wit and verve. Mr. Alister Hewitt gave the vote of 
thanks and the Bard, Miss Mabel Irving, as usual summarised the night's events in verse. 
Mr. William Dunlop addressed the haggis and later delighted us with Tam o' Shanter. Mr. 
Tom Mutch piped in the Haggis and Mr. John Bell, Miss Amelia Crawford and Mr. 
James Liddell provided delightful entertainment. Other meetings were also successful. 

In October, well-known surgeon, Mr. John Ferrier, operating a projector for a change, 
gave an engrossing talk on the Archaeology of the Clyde. In November Mr. George 
Couper and friends showed us amateur films of a very high standard, including one on 
Tam o' Shanter. 

On 14th February we were honoured to entertain members of Irvine Burns 
Club. The evening took the form of a ceilidh and both Clubs proved excellent 
entertainers. Our President, Dr. Dugald Lyon, voiced our pleasure at having our 
guests and Mr. John Inglis thanked Greenock for a grand evening. We hope to 
have many more such nights. 

Or final meeting took the form of a musical evening when we were entertained 
by the Green bank Ensemblement-a most enjoyable ending to a successful year. 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held on Monday 24th January 
1983 in the Castle Room, Royal British Hotel Princes Street, Edinburgh when a large 
gathering of members and friends had a most enjoyable evening. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by the Rev. Sidney Adamson of Inveresk Parish Church. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Mr. Andrew Winton to which Mrs. N. Ovens made suitable 
reply. The entertainment was provided by Mr. and Mrs. Iain Dunn. 

The Club holds monthly meetings in the B.L.E.S.M.A Rooms 24 Dundas Street on the 
first Monday of each month at 7.30 pm. We have speakers on a variety of subjects 
following the talks tea is served after which there is musical entertainment. 

H.M.MUIR 

26. Perth Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on 
Saturday 22nd January, 1983 when the President, George M. Halliday, presided over a 
capacity attendance of 120 members and guests. The Haggis was piped in by Ian Dickson, 
addressed by the President and grace was said by the Rev. Hector Houston. 

Latest in a succession of first-class speakers was the Rev. James Greig of Irvine whose 
'Immortal Memory' touched on all aspects of the Bard's character and portrayed 
something of the social backgroung against which his star arose. 
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Illness prevented Peter S. Norwell from being present to propose the toast to 'The 
Lasses' but Club Secretary Donald Paton (Junior) with the aid of suitable props stepped 
into the breach to deliver Mr. Norwell's hilarious script of a heavenly telephone 
conversation between Rabbie and St. Andrew (the assistant keeper of the Pearly Gates). 
The reply, entirely in verse, was suitably and humourously delivered by Miss Roberta E. 
Seath. 

The entertainment was again of the highest standard and featured baritone Donald 
Maxwell (by permission of Welsh Opera) who was in marvellous voice in front of his 'ain 
folk'. Ever-popular local soprano Helen Goodison was in sparkling form and both were 
accompanied by Martin Neilson. Folk singer Ailees Carr gave an unaccompanied selection 
of Burns' songs and fiddle music was provided by a quartet from the Dunkeld and District 
Strathspey and Reel Society-Sandy Cook, Gordon Walker, James Blair and Peter 
Campbell with their accompaniest Miss M. Suttie. 

Donald Paton (Jun) gave a candlelit rendering of 'Tam o' Shanter' and a highlight was 
an impromptu rendering of 'Willie Brewed a Peck o' Maut' in which Donald Maxwell was 
joined by Bill Webster, Bert Dunbar and John Kidd. Ian Dickson entertained with piping 
selections. 

The speakers and artistes were thanked by Donald G. Campbell and a marvellous 
evening ended with Donald Maxwell, Helen Goodison and Aileen Carr leading the 
gathering in 'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' followed by the traditional singing of 'Auld Land 
Syne'. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to April. Guest speakers were Mr. A. 
Cairncross (Pearls and Gemstones), Mr. S. Connolly (Archives of Perth) and Miss V. 
Thom who showed slides of the Scottish countryside. In November, 27 pupils from 
Perth's senior schools entertained the Club with Scottish poetry, songs and music and in 
March the Club held a musical evening. The annual St. Andrew's Night celebration was 
held in the Salutation Hotel when 115 members and guests enjoyed an evening of Scottish 
entertainment and dancing. The toast 'Scotland and St. Andrew' was proposed by the 
Rev. David D. Ogston. 

In June 1982, the Club's annual coach trip visited Dumfries. Members of the Dumfries 
Howff Club kindly acted as guides and arranged a tour of the various places associated 
with the Bard. 

During January 1983 the Club again supplied speakers and artistes for the majority of 
Burns Suppers in the Perth area. 

The club offered a sad loss with the sudden death of President, George M. Halliday, 
only four days after he had chaired the 1983 Annual Dinner. 

DONALDN M. PATON 

35. Dairy Burns Club. The 158th Annual Supper in an unbroken sequence was held in 
the Dairy Community Centre on Friday 28th January 1983. The Chairman was Mr. 
George Lammie and the Croupier was Mr. John McNab, in keeping with the tradition of 
this Club the entire programme is carried through by Club members without any outside 
help. Accordingly the following toasts which are all traditional to the Club were given 
viz:- 'Deceased Members'- W. D. Walker-'Town and Community of Dalry'-Dr. W. 
Wilson, 'Guests and Young Members'-W. Wylie, 'The Memory of Burns'-The 
Chairman, 'The Memory of Jean Armour' the Croupier, 'Song Writers'-L. McCall and 
'Lando' Cakes'-H. Adams. J. McCosh replied for the guests and J. Hodge for young 
members, 'Holy Willie' and 'The Twa Dogs' were recited by Tom Wilson and J. 
Thomson, and appropriate songs were sung by L. McCall, H. Hodge, A. Findlay, J. 
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Clark, and E. Jones and included the hilarious 'Willie Brew'd'. A new innovation on this 
year entitled 'A Swatch o'Rhyme' was introduced by Tom Wilson and incorporated a 
number of members in different parts of the hall saying their bit. Musical selections were 
played by G. Lammie and J. Clark (fiddles), D. Sturgeon (accordion) and W. Sim (piano) 
who also accompanied the singers. The Piper was W. Wylie and the Haggis was addressed 
by the Chairman who also pronounced the Selkirk Grace. 

The Annual St. Andrew's Night was held in the Hotel De-Croft Dairy on 20th 
November when a company of approximately 90 members and guests had had a very 
enjoyable night. The Annual School Competition was again a great success. Approxi
mately 70 children took part with the trophy for senior singing being won by Kenneth 
Blyth, with Gwen Duncan 2nd and Gillian Bingham 3rd. The Burns Club Cup for senior 
verse went to Gillian Reid and in second and third place were Shona Mcfarlane and David 
Lamb. Other prizewinners were-junior singing: (1) Alister Sim, (2) Ian Fyffe, (3) Carol 
Ann Davidson, junior verse: (1) Lisa Turner, (2) Lindsay Reid, (3) Alister Sim, primary 3 
singing: (1) Gillian Fyffe, (2) Carolyn Gilbert, primary 3 verse (1) Allan Reid, (2) Gillian 
Fyffe. The test pieces were-senior singing-Afton Water, senior verse-The Holy Fair 
(excerpt), junior singing-White Cockade, junior verse-The Haggis (excerpt), primary 
singing-Her Mantle, primary verse-The Toothache (excerpt). 

W.D WALKER 

37. Dollar Burns Club. On Friday 21st January 1983 in the Strathallan Hotel, the 
ninety sixth Annual Supper was held when around eighty Members and their Guests 
celebrated the birth of our beloved National Bard in time honoured style. At four pm that 
evening the full meaning of the words (the best laid schemes o' mice and men gang aft 
agley) came true, Douglas Gifford of Strathclyde University, our principal Guest, went 
down with flu. However fate was kind; a hurried phone call to Dougie Rae from 
Auchterarder who was to recite 'Tam o' Shanter' and he agreed also to do the 'Immortal 
Memory'. What a performance he gave, seldom bettered in this grand auld Club. 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Maurice Wilkinson who will be sadly missed by the Members 
when he returns to his native England. David Tait deserves a special mention; his 
recitations (Man was made to mourn-Parnassus Hill) only recently done in public were 
excellent. It's grand to see young talent coming through. The other toasts were of a very 
high standard. 

The 1 lth Gala Supper was held as usual in February, in the Strath. It was a tremendous 
success, some hundred and twenty Members and their Ladies enjoyed a fine meal, a very 
full programme followed, lasting to midnight. Alex. B. Mciver in his opening remarks, 
paid tribute to Lord Birsay an Honorary Member of the Club, who died at the end of the 
year. All present stood in silent tribute to a remarkable Scotsman. It was a great honour to 
welcome the Rev. and Mrs. John Pagan from St. Michaels Dumfries, we in Dollar had 
looked forward to this since last Conference, when we enjoyed the Sunday Service so 
much. John was accorded a lengthy standing ovation, the highest compliment a club can 
bestow. They enjoyed being at Harvieston, seeing the Cairn, the ruins of the Castle, and 
Taits Tomb, consecrated by Archbishop Campbell Tait, youngest son of Crawford Tait a 
friend of Robert Burns, the Rev. Pagan was very interested in the Tomb as he had at
tended another Memorial Service to Campbell Tait while in England. Recitations by 
Jimmie Miller and Davie Tait were excellent. Sheena MacKenzie, Ewart McAuslane, 
Albert Campbell and John Smith were in good voice Piper Colin Stewart, Poosy Nancy 
Betty Millar, Pianist Tony Foote gave great service at both Suppers. 
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President John M. Cowan and Vice-President Jim Smith, with members and guests of Aberdeen 
Burns Club, at the wreath-laying ceremony at the Burns Statue, Union Terrace, Aberdeen. 

Copyright Aberdeen Press and Journal 

40. Aberdeen Burns Club. The anniversary dinner was held on 25th January, in the 22 
Club, Aberdeen. Principal speaker for the evening, Mr. Ken Dron, proposed the 'Im
mortal Memory' to an extremely appreciative audience, which for the first time in some 
years, included a large number of guests as well as the club's own members. All other 
toasts during the evening were delivered by Club members, and the singers were Miss 
Alison Towler, and Mr. Jim Fraser. 

The monthly meetings of the Club were well attended, and included films of Ayrshire 
during the time of Burns, and Aberdeen at the turn of the century. A varied programme of 
entertainment was organised by the committee and ranged from music by The Bon
Accord Silver Band, to a superb rendering of cornkister songs from the North East of 
Scotland. 

The other two main events during the year, were a day outing to Cullen, Elgin, and 
Banff which took place on what must have been the hottest day of the year; and the St. 
Andrew's Night Dinner Dance which was also held in the city's 22 Club and included a 
talk on St. Andrew and Scotland from past president of the Law Society of Scotland, Mr. 
Mike Park. 

J. MOIR FERGUSON 
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Donald Blyth addresses the Haggis at Strathearn's anniversary dinner. Looking on are Chairman Sam 
Ross and guests of honour Mr. and Mrs. A. Cameron. 

Photograph by Mrs. Eunice Gavin, Crieff 

42. Strathearn Burns Club. Chairman Sam Ross welcomed the large assembled 
company in the Star Hotel, Crieff. 

The Haggis, carried in by the hotel chef, was piped in by Peter Lowe and addressed by 
Donald Blyth. The 'Selkirk Grace' was given by Sam Ross. An excellent meal was then 
served by the hotel staff. 

Before the 'Ongauns' Sam Ross proposed the Loyal Toast. Miller Long then led the 
company in 'There Was A Lad', Stella Henderson sang 'A Rosebud By My Early Walk' 
and 'John Anderson My Jo John'. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Alexander Cameron, JP vice-president of the 
Crieff Speakers' Club. A teacher by profession, he taught in Springburn Engineering 
College, was convener of finance in the Glasgow District Council and was appointed a JP. 

In his talk Mr. Cameron spoke of our hero, Robert Burns, a man for all seasons; the 
man of compassion, who loved life, his fellow men and the ladies. Burns made many 
journeys as a poet to acquire material for his songs. 

Mr. Cameron also spoke of the meeting between Sir Walter Scott and Burns. He quoted 
from many of Burns' works, and Sybil White then rendered 'My Heart Is Sair'. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by another member of the Speakers' Club, James 
Turnbull. The reply was by Mina Robertson, who is secretary of the Burns Club. Both 
speakers were a delight to listen to. 

No Burns supper is complete without 'Tam o' Shanter' and this was given in fine style 
by Tom White. Barry Niven also recited 'An Epistle To A Young Friend'. 
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Many of Burns' lovely songs were sung by the soloists, accompanied by Jennifer 
Wishart and Mrs. M. Long. 

A comprehensive vote of thanks to all the speakers, artistes and hotel staff was given by 
Barry Niven, and a delightful evening was brought to a close with 'Auld Land Syne'. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held in the Star Hotel Crieff. Chairman Sam Ross welcomed 
the large company. The stovies carried by the hotel chef was piped in by Hamish Lowe. A 
beautiful meal was served by the hotel staff and there was the trifles to follow all made by 
the ladies and wives of the committee members. Sam Ross then introduced Bob Torrens 
who was M.C. for the musical part of the programme. Soloists were Mina Robertson and 
Betty McCulloch Mary Fleming delighted with the playing of her clarsach Trudy. Anne 
Halley was the dancer accompanied by Piper Lowe. Music for the dancing was played by 
Peter McKenzie and Jim McGregor Barry Niven gave humorous recitations. There was 
also a large raffle. Sam Ross accorded votes of thanks to all the artistes and hotel staff. A 
very enjoyable evening was brought to a close with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

MINA ROBERTSON 

48. Paisley. The Annual Dinner was held on Tuesday 25th January in the South Minor 
Suite of Paisley Town Hall. Guests and members numbered 115-a record attendance. 
The traditional toasts were honoured in the traditional way-even the Haggis now accepts 
that it is fiddled in-not piped. 'The Immortal Memory' was in the hands of President 
David Osborne and with felicitous accountant's phraseology he gave a memorable toast 
taking as his main thread 'Friendship'. All the talking was done by members-with one 
notable exception-the reply on behalf of the guests. This was wittily and generously 
made by Len Herd, a mightily literate numerate. Our musical entertainment was as always 
in the hands of an increasing number of singing members-we are extremely lucky to have 
such. 

On 17th June twenty members and guests visited the area around Haddington for two 
reasons. Firstly the Burns family had a close connection, through Gilbert, with St. Mary's 
Church and secondly our President was born in the town. We went via Edinburgh, visiting 
Stewart House (named after a former President of our Club). Thence we made for Grants 
Braes, Gifford, Bolton, Lennoxlove House, Haddington (St. Mary's Church) absorbing 
fascinating details as we went-we also had an excellent lunch at the Goblin Ha' in 
Gifford. In the evening we were hosted at the Caledonian Club Edinburgh by one or two 
of our members and friends. These annual outings not only firm bands of friendship 
among members but also enlighten the less knowing. 

The Club held six other meetings, monthly on the 4th Thursday of each month from 
September to March, in our own Tannahill Cottage. 

ROBERT Y CORBETT 

62. Cupar. That Scotland's National Bard, Robert Burns had represented universal 
man in his works was the theme taken by Sheriff J. Irvine Smith, of Larbert, when he 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory' at Cupar Burns Club's 99th anniversary dinner in the 
Corn Exchange, Cu par, when there was an attendance of 212 members and guests. 

The dinner was the first to be missed by ex-Provost Andrew M. Scott during his 21 years 
as President, and his death, which occurred only hours after the Burns Club dinner had 
finished, was a great shock to all members of the Club. 

During the dinner, a presentation had been made to mark ex-Provost Scott's long 
connection with the Club and his many years of devoted service as President-the longest
serving President in the Club's history. 
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Sheriff Irvine Smith, who sits on the bench in Glasgow Sheriff Court, was given a 
standing ovation at the end of an oration which more than met the standard set by him 
when he last visited the Club and proposed the 'Memory' seven years ago. 

The top table guests were led into the hall by a member of the committee, Mr. Charles 
Downie, as steward. Then Mr. Downie led in Mr. James Orr as Poosie Nansie carrying the 
Haggis, which was piped in by piper Graeme Douglas and addressed by Mr. James 
Dunsmore. 

The 'Selkirk Grace' was said by Mr. John Peattie, until recently the Club's senior Vice
President. 

This year the guests were welcomed by Mr. Bill McCall um, the recently-appointed 
senior vice-president, who deputised for the President. 

Early in the programme, he called upon the Club's Secretary, Mr. Duncan Campbell, to 
make a presentation to Mr. Alex Farmer, the Club's treasurer to mark his many years of 
service in that post. 

In doing so, Mr. Campbell referred to the meticulous way in which Mr. Farmer looked 
after their finances, and to the great contribution he had made to the well-being of the 
Club in general. 

He asked Mr. Farmer to accept a token of the high esteem in which he was held, and of 
the deep affection for him held by Club members-an inscribed silver gallery tray. 

Mr. Campbell then mentioned that that night's event would have been the 21st over 
which ex-Provost Scott had presided. 

He said that the ex-Provost had presided over all the dinners in his inimitable man
ner ,and in all matters concerning the Club, had worked most enthusiastically and had 
given devoted service. 

He asked Mr. Farmer to accept, on the President's behalf, an inscribed carriage clock 
along with a get-well card signed by all those present, and asked him to hand them over to 
the President at the first available opportunity with the wish of the Club that he would 
make a speedy return to their ranks. 

Mr. Farmer in a short speech, replied for the President and himself, saying how deeply 
moved he was by the Club's gesture. 

The toast of 'Speed the Plough' was proposed by Mr. Sandy Robertson, managing 
director of Farm Mechanisation Ltd., Cupar, himself a son of the soil, and the reply was 
given by Mr. Andrew Barr, farmer at Halhill, Collessie. 

Mr. David Joy, the St. Andrew's playwright artist and engraver, proposed the toast to 
'The Lasses', and the reply was made by Mr. Iain Lochhead, president of St. Andrews 
Burns Club. 

Completing the toast list was Councillor James Brodie, Kirkcaldy, who gave 'The 
Chairman'. 

Members of Cupar Burns Club paid their annual visit to Kinloch House Eventide 
Home, Collessie, to stage the customary Burns Supper for the residents. Mr. Bill Mc
Callum, senior vice-president, was in the chair and the Haggis, carried by Mrs. Roberta 
Carnegie as Poosie Nansie, and piped in by Gordon Douglas, Cupar, was addressed by 
Mr. James Dunsmore, Cu par. Mr. Dunsmore also gave the 'Immortal Memory'. After 
the excellent meal served by the home staff a programme of entertainment was given in a 
downstairs lounge with Mr. McCallum as compere. Those taking part were Mrs.Jenny 
Macleod, Ceres (singer); Colin Macleod Cupar (violinist); David Cunningham Jnr., 
Cupar (accor- dionist) and Gordon Douglas (piper). Present from the Burns Club were 
Mr. Alex Farmer, treasurer; Mr. George Mcintosh, Mr. George Letham, and Mr. Duncan 
Campbell, secretary. The artistes and Burns Club members were thanked by the residents 
and staff on the call of Mrs. Peggy Reid, the acting matron. 

DUNCANS.CAMPBELL 
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85. Dunfermline United. Annual Supper-City Hotel Dunfermline, on 21st January 
1983. 'Immortal Memory'-Sir Andrew Gilchrist. 

J. TORRIE 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. The Club started the 1982/3 season in sadness as it had 
suffered a very sad loss by the death of the Secretary, Bob Wilson, on 28th July, 1982. A 
true Burnsian, he devoted his years of membership to promoting a spirit of friendliness 
and goodwill towards his fellow members. 

The fortnightly programme of the Club has been varied and successful under the 
Presidency of Mr. J. R. Matthew. We have been fortunate to have the services of our own 
Mrs. Anne Donnan for our musical events. 

The 87th Annual Dinner was held on Tuesday, 25th January, 1983, in the Roker Hotel, 
Sunderland, and attended by 117 members and friends. The Mayor and Mayoress, 
Councillor and Mrs. Joe Hall were guests, along with representatives from neighbouring 
Scottish Societies. After the traditional ceremony of piping in the 'Top Table', the 
President, Mr. J. R. Matthew, welcomed the guests, with a special greeting to our 
Principal Guest, Mr. Tom Raffel, Manager, Land o' Burns Centre, Alloway. Mr. 
Malcolm Mair gave his usual spectacular address to the Haggis. Mr. Raffel gave a most 
enjoyable 'Immortal Memory' and also regaled us with a fine selection of Scottish songs. 
Mr. Bert Howat made a witty toast to 'The Lasses' and was ably replied to by Mrs. 
Audrey Rawson; both members of the Club. A very successful dinner concluded with the 
singing of Auld Land Syne. After dinner, the President and his partner led off the dancing 
with the Grand March. Mr. Robin Wilson was in charge of the music. 

The Church Service prior to the Dinner has always been considered of importance and 
we were again welcomed to worship by the Rev. David Beattie of Westpark U. R. Church. 

On the morning of the 25th members gathered at the local library to commemorate the 
birth of Robert Burns and an excellent oration was made by our President, Mr. J. R. 
Matthew, before crowning a bust of Burns with a laurel wreath. 

MRS. M. WILSON 

95. Bolton Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on the 21st January 1983, 
President George Diggle welcomed Members and their Guest's. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. David McDowall who had travelled from East Kilbride and was 
warmly received by the company with his excellent tribute to the Bard. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Mr. John Graham and replied to by Mrs. Molly Greenhalgh, one 
of our committee members. Toast to 'Scots the World O'er' was given by Mr. F. N. 
Parker, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of Bolton. A selection of Burns Songs was sung by Mr. 
Frederick Sinden of Darlington accompanied by Mrs. Ethel Fish. The dinner was followed 
by dancing till 1 am. Collection taken on behalf of The National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes amounted to £44.00. 

A literary evening is held once a month from September to April also 5 long evening 
dances are held in the season including a Hogmanay dance which is very popular. We have 
a Family Social held once a month which includes, Halloween, Christmas Social, 
Childrens Party, Valentines Dance, Lancashire Evening, Scottish Evening, and a weekly 
dancing class which is a very sociable evening, all events help to make money for the 
different charities. This year 1983 is the Centenary Year for the Bolton Royal Infirmary 
an appeal backed by The Mayor of Bolton was launched for a minimum target of £75,000 
to purchase an advanced Mobile X Ray Unit and a revolutionary laser scalpel for treat-
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ment of some eye diseases. Our President and Vice-President Mrs. Dunlop went to the 
press conference and handed over a cheque for £50 from our Club, it was a Scot by the 
name of Dr. Black who first started the Bolton Infirmary. 

W.G.DIGGLE 

112. Burns Howff Club, Dumfries. The 95th Anniversary Dinner was held in the 
Globe Inn on 25th January, 1983 when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
Sam. K. Gaw F.S.A.(Scot). Mr. Gaw proved a worthy substitute for the late Lord Birsay, 
in his sincerity and knowledge of his subject. Addressing a capacity gathering, Mr. Gaw 
said that 'Burns was not one of the mature poets in the true meaning of the term. He was a 
poet of the heart and of the people, his superb lines describing nature and the scenes they 
drew were but backcloths for the people enshrined in his verse'. The speaker received a 
standing ovation and was later admitted as an honorary member of the Club. The Haggis 
was addressed with typical gusto by David Campbell and 'Tam o' Shanter' recited by Neil 
McKeand. Other toasts were 'The Burns Federation' proposed by J. Scott, reply by Mr. 
H. G. McKerrow, 'The Lasses, O!' proposed by Chief Constable Alex Campbell O.B.E., 
and 'The Globe Inn' proposed by J. K. Little, reply by Mr. A. McKerrow. A programme 
of songs and recitations was well received by the company. The President Mr. J. H. 
McAlister, occupied the Chair. 

Preparations for the Dumfries Conference in 1982 took priority during the early part of 
the season. The most traumatic event was a three day sponsored horseride between 
Alloway and Dumfries in aid of Conference Funds. The ride was undertaken by local 
equestrian personality, Mr. Dick Brown who was dressed as an 18th century exciseman, 
assisted by members and friends. The exercise resulted in some national publicity as well 
as providing equal amounts of anxiety and hilarity. Other events included a 'Scots Night' 
for a German student party from Dusseldorf and a most enjoyable visit from members of 
Perth Burns Club in June, 1982. A coach outing to Ayrshire included a visit to Alloway's 
'Land o' Burns Centre' where members took the opportunity to view the audio-visual 
programme part of which was recorded during the Club's Anniversary Dinner in the 
Globe Inn in 1981. Usual social activities were arranged during the season. 

DAVID SMITH 

120. Bristol Caledonian Society. For the first time for years we were unable to ac
commodate all who wished to attend the Burns Supper, which was celebrated in 
traditional style on 28th January. A stimulating 'Immortal Memory' was delivered by Mr. 
Alistair Brown. Mr. Derek Robertson proposed a provocative toast to 'The Lasses', and 
Miss Maureen Scally dealt very capably with the reply. The Supper was followed by a 
lively musical evening of singing, piping and Highland dancing. 

We have enjoyed a varied programme of social events throughout the season, high
lighted by the St. Andrew's Dinner at which the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Bristol were the principal guests. For the second year a St. Andrew's Scottish Dance was 
held as a separate event to which we were glad to welcome Rob Gordon and his band from 
Perth to play for us. 

Barn dances, rambles, an illustrated talk on Scottish Paddle Boats, a whisky tasting, 
and of course Scottish country dancing have kept the Society entertained from September 
until May, and we have an interesting programme of sporting events and outings (in
cluding a visit to the Edinburgh Tattoo) lined up for the summer months. 

MARY MORTON 
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149. Elgin Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held on Tuesday 25th January, 
1983, in the Town Hall, Elgin, and the principal guest was The Very Rev. Dr. Peter 
Brodie, St. Mungo's, Alloa, a past Moderator. Dr. Brodie proposed an excellent 'Im
mortal Memory' with 'soul' and plenty of vernacular fun and wit, and was enrolled as an 
Honorary Member of the Club to loud applause. Our President, Charles Wilken was 
unfortunately indisposed, but the Chair was ably taken by one of our Vice-Presidents Dr. 
John C. M. MacDonald. Other guests included Mr. Michael Joughin the new Chairman 
of the Hydro Board who proposed 'H. M. Forces', Group Captain Peter Oulton C.0. of 
R.A.F. Lossiemouth, who greatly enjoyed his first Burns function and who replied to that 
toast, and Mr. Michael B. Mavor (one of our members) the Headmaster of Gordonstoun 
School who ably proposed the toast 'The Town and Trade of Elgin', our own Alex Scott 
replying in his usual excellent form. Eric Mudie accompanied by Sandy Edmondstone, 
gave us 10 excellent Burns songs, and altogether this was one of our most successful 
Anniversary Dinners. 

Before the proceedings commenced Dr. MacDonald paid tribute to the late Lord 
Birsay,-our own Harald, and our principal guest in 1964 and 1982. The Company on the 
Chairman's invitation, stood for a moment in silent tribute to the memory of this 
distinguished son of Scotland, and Orkney in particular. 

W. D. G. CHALMERS 

152. Hamilton Burns Club. As usual our Anniversary Dinner was held in the 
Banqueting Suite of the Strathclyde Region in Hamilton, when 249 members and guests 
attended. President George Hall gave the 'Immortal Memory' while the toast to 'The 
Guests', including the Principal guest Professor Fikry Marcos Asaad, was given by 
Ronnie Fraser. The toast to 'The Lasses' was in the capable hands of Dewar Torrance and 
was wittily replied to by Jack Baillie. Entertainment was provided by Piper Tom Gillespie 
and singers Walter Reid and Walter Anderson. Altogether it was a most enjoyable and 
successful evening. 

The Club continues to support the schools Lanarkshire Music Festival each year with 
aid towards the Burns Verse and Song sections in their annual competitions. 

DR. STUARTS. I. PARKER 

158. Darlington Burns Association. A very pleasant evening was held at the King's 
Head Hotel on the 28th January 1983 when the Sixty Sixth Annual Dinner was held to 
celebrate the birth of the National Bard. The Chieftain of the Pudding race was piped in 
by Mr. Melvyn Clement and addressed by Mr. Peter Crammond. After enjoying the Bill 
of Fare the Ongauns were commenced by the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert 
Burns, ably proposed by Mr. William Dick who approached in an interesting way by 
linking the present with the past. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by our Vice
President Mr. Paul Dixon and Mrs. Hogg our immediate past-President responded in the 
usual manner. Mrs. Walker proposed the toast to the 'Toon we Bide In' the response was 
given by the Mayor of Darlington Councillor William Newton. The Mayoress responded 
to the toast 'Oor Guests' proposed by Miss Ena Appleby. Mr. J. L. C. Corry our 
President conducted the business of Chairman in his usual inimitable way. The musical 
entertainment was provided by Mr. Gordon Toft who sang songs of Robert Burns ably 
accompanied by Mr. William Hart the pianist. 

The first function of the 1982-3 Session was the Presidents' Evening held at the 
Blackwell Grange Hotel on the 22nd September, this was followed by a 'Tasty Evening' 
on 27th October. The St. Andrew's Dinner was on Wednesday, lst December 1982. A 
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Scottish Miscellany held at Walkington House was the last social function of the Session 
and was enjoyed by all members present. 

T. W.CHATER 

167. The Birmingham and Midland Scottish Society. The Annual Supper was 
celebrated on 27th January 1983, at the Botanical Gardens, Edgbaston, Birmingham. An 
excellent evening with over 305 guests present including the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Birmingham and representatives of kindred societies here in the Midlands. 
The address to the Haggis excellently given by Alan Douglas R.I.B.A., R.l.A.S, a 
member of the Society, with an entertaining 'Immortal Memory' ably given by another 
member Mrs. Moraig Mitchell. The President and his Lady, Alan and Edna Stalker 
welcomed the guests at the reception and he gave the toast 'The City of Birmingham' 
coupled with the name of its Lord Mayor Peter Hollingworth J.P. A very happy and 
successful evening included a raffle, enabling the Society to make a donation to the Burns' 
Federation from the proceeds. 

P DREW 

173. The Irvine Burns Club. The 157th Annual Celebration was held in the Caledonian 
Hall on 21st January, 1983 when President Robin. R. Whyte delivered the 'Immortal 
Memory'. The toast to 'The Founder Members' and 'The Memory of Bonnie Jean' were 
proposed by Vice-President George Watson and all the speeches were greeted with ac
claim. Vice-President Elect Robin Campbell excelled in a toast to 'The Royal Burgh of 
Irvine', while Convener Tom Dickie once again replied on behalf of the Burgh. The ar
tistes, Jamieson Greer, Jack Rennie and Sam Gaw have never been in finer form and all
in-all it was an excellent evening. 

During the year we have had as usual a number of musical events and concerts in 
Wellwood. Artistes performing have included Bill McCue, Raymond O'Connell, The 
Ayrshire Strings, Peter Morrison, Nan Whyte, Students from the College of Music and 
Christine Cairns. All of the concerts were gratefully appreciated and the Club are indebted 
for the assistance received from the Local Authorities and the Arts Council. The Glasgow 
Venne! project is proceeding well and no praise is high enough for the involvement of 
James Miller and Ian Downs who, along with the Committee chaired by Lord Ross of 
Marnock, are masterminding the project. The keys of the first five houses renovated by 
the District Council were appropriately handed over on 25th January, 1983. It is hoped 
that the work will be completed during 1983 and Irvine will feature very much on the 
Heritage Trail. 

The Woodlands Burns Supper was again appreciated by the old folk including Willie 
Lockhart and David Shaw. The Directors are grateful to the Stanecastle Hotel, the Turf 
Hotel, the Eglinton Hotel, the Wilson Foundation and our own members for their 
assistance. The Directors commemorated the founding of the Club on 2nd June, held their 
Annual Barn Dance in the Volunteer Rooms and also commemorated the St. Andrew's 
Night when Alan Blair was the main speaker. 

A number of years ago the late Martin Cameron was instrumental in our purchasing of 
stain glass windows from Lauder's tearooms in Kilmarnock. These have lain in the Club 
for a number of years but during 1982 we were fortunate to obtain the services of Sue 
Bradbury, the New Town Artist in Residence, and Sue has installed the stain glass window 
in Wellwood. The Directors have dedicated this window to the memory of Andrew 
Hood-'the friendly, honest man'. 
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The Marymass Children's Concert was again a success with a good response from 
children and I am delighted to say more singers than usual. We increased the amount of 
school prizes again-£190 being donated to local schools. In return we are looking for 
more effort from the schools and we hope to see an increase in the number of children 
competing in the various Burns Competitions. I am grateful to Sam Gaw and John Inglis 
who assisted in adjudicating at the Verse Speaking Competition. 

During the year we had various visits from Burns lovers including our own Toshio 
Namba who stayed with Club members for a week. Professor Wang Zouling, Peking 
University and Wen Mei Mui, also from Peking. 

The main activity of the year, of course, has been fund raising.The fund raising has 
been geared towards clearing off the debt outstanding on the Steward's bungalow and 
included such activities as a Thrift Shop, Johnny Beattie Concert, Prize Draw and Racing 
Nights. We are grateful for the support received, not only from our own members but 
from the Lasses Club and the Wilson Foundation. These events have given a purpose to 
our various activities throughout the year. By the time this report is read the debt will have 
been cleared and this was assisted by a handsome donation received from the Irvine and 
Fullarton Literary Institute, a now defunct Club of long-standing which donated half of 
its outstanding funds to Irvine Burns Club. The cheque was handed over by Directors of 
the Institute and Mr. Charles Ross gave a most entertaining talk on the history of the 
Institute. 

Lastly, of course, we are delighted that John Inglis has been elected Junior Vice
President of the federation and we look forward to his progress in serving the Federation. 

WILLIAM COW AN 

192. Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. Quarerly Meetings of the Association were 
hosted during the year by Irvine Lasses, Symington, Mauchline and Kilmarnock Cronies 
Burns Clubs and by Kilmarnock and Loudoun District Council in conjunction with 
Kilmarnock No. 0 Club. In January the Annual Church service was held in Henderson 
Church, Kilmarnock where the service was conducted by Rev. Gordon Macpherson. 

The Association was represented at wreathlaying services at Kay Park, Kilmarnock in 
June and at Ayr in January and July as well as at the service at Leglen Woods. Trophies 
and certificates were awarded for singing and recitation of the works of Robert Burns at 
the Ayrshire Music Festival and prizes awarded to Kilmarnock Academy and St. Joseph's 
Academy, Kilmarnock in memory of John M. Irving. 

ANNE GAW 

197. Winnipeg Burns Club. President Les Archibald gave a warm welcome to 142 
members and visitors to our 76th Annual Burns Supper held in the Marlborough Inn 
Winnipeg on Tuesday 25th January 1983. A short 'In Memoriam' service was held for two 
of our members, Victor Walker, who was our treasurer for a number of years, and John 
Davidson Barbour, one of our past presidents. Both men were very devoted and respected 
members and will be sadly missed by all who knew them. The lament was played by Pipe 
Major Neil Barbour, C.D. 

The evenings programme continued with song selections from soloist Brendan 
McGurry. President Les proposed the toast 'Canada the Land we live in' and the response 
was ably given by Mrs. Margaret McClure (our guest representing The Sons of Scotland). 
Highland dancing was performed by Peter Archibald, Sheila Drysdale, and Kairistine 
MacLeod, their expertese was greatly appreciated. Haggis wi' a' the honours-procession 
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led by Pipe Major Neil Barbour, Haggis bearer Peter Archibald escorted by the Highland 
dancers. Alex Cross rendered a heart felt 'Address To A Haggis'. The toast to 'The 
Immortal Memory' was proposed in a refreshing manner by Dr. MacDonald McMurdo 
whose research and fine speaking was very much enjoyed. The toast to 'The Lasses' by 
Dave Logan and the response by Mrs. Ishbel Turnbull, were both extremely well prepared 
and worthy of the hearty appreciation given to them 'Greetings frae ither Clubs' were read 
by James Turnbull (Secretary) our members look forward to these greetings. 

Rev. A. R. Maciver was presented with a certificate acknowledging his years of active 
membership in the Club and was made an honourary life member. We were pleased to 
have visiting with us on this memorable occasion Mrs. Margaret Barclay, a true 'Burn
sian' from Law, Lanarkshire, Scotland. Our immediate Past President Bill Conway 
offered on behalf of the Club, grateful appreciation to all present for their support and 
input, making this a most enjoyable and successful event. The evening ended in the 
traditional way by singing 'Auld Land Syne' and 'God Save The Queen'. 

Our Club continues to meet regularly with an average attendance of 38 members. 
JAMES TURNBULL Sr. 

198. Gorebridge Burns Club. The Club held its Anniversary Dinner in Vogrie Hall on 
22nd January 1983. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. David Scobie and ably 
replied by his wife Helen. The toast to 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
William Durie of Dalkeith Masonic. He gave a very full and constructive oration on the 
works of Robert Burns. A very full and varied programme was carried out by the 
members of the Club. The vote of thanks to the artistes was proposed by Mr. John 
Robertson Head Teacher at Greenhall High School. The evening concluded with a dance 
for the members and the singing of Auld Land Syne. A Burns Supper for pupils in 
primary 7 in our three primary schools was held in Gorebridge Primary School. The 
pupils performed the toasts themselves and were dressed in the costumes worn in Burns 
time. A very remarkable sight indeed. The winners of the Burns Federation Literature 
Competition were pesented with Burns Books. 10 books were donated by our Club, also a 
wrist watch was presented to the pupil in Gorebridge primary school with the highest mark 
for literature. A most enjoyable evening was spent with these children. 

The Club held a song and verse competition in Gorebridge Primary School for the three 
primary schools in the village. 12 book prizes were awarded to the winners and runner ups 
in this competition. These pupils went forward to the competition run by the 
E.D.&B.C . .h. on 12th March at Airts Club Prestonpans. David Gorman a pupil from 
Newtonloan St. Andrews Primary School. Gorebridge won both the trophies for song and 
verse. We were fortunate to have in attendance Mr. George Anderson, President of the 
Burns Federation. The Club will again be taking 1(£) pupils from our primary schools to 
the Burns Country in June. Again we are indebted to Ayr Burns Club who kindly meet us 
at Burns Cottage with the children. 

ALEXANDER LAW 

212. Portobello Burns Club. The Annual Supper of the Club was held in the Eskdale 
Rooms, Musselburgh on Friday 28th January 1983. The opening was darkened by the 
sudden illness of Committee Member Drew Warwick. The company were unaware that 
the attack proved fatal. Though the Club Piper, Duncan Cameron was in hospital he had 
supplied a worthy substitute, Ewan Anderson of the City Police Band to pipe in the 
Haggis to be addressed by the President Councillor J. S. Cavaye J. P .-and consumed 
with relish and reinforcements by the gathering of 150. The toast to the 'Immortal 
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Memory' was proposed by the Chaplain to the Queen the Rev. Dr. R. Leonard Small 
C.B.E. Among his references to the worldwide appeal of Burns, he recalled an early visit 
he had made to New Zealand, establishing a link between Burns and Portobello in that 
Gilbert's son Thomas had been minister of the Free Kirk of Portobello before he 
emigrated. Dr. Small developed the theme of Burns's triumph over adversity and justified 
the sweeping claim that he had put a song in the heart of humanity. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by the Head Boy of Portobello High School, Ian Ross and the reply 
taken by the Head Girl, Elizabeth Reid. They struck entertainingly light-hearted sparks 
off each other with the honours going to Elizabeth as she asserted woman's equality with a 
matching toast to the lads. Interspersed with the toasts was a real tribute to the Bard
songs by Morna Archibald and Ralph Parkinson with accompanist Cecilia Cavaye. The 
artistes were thanked by Vice-President Roy Ingram, and Bill Thomson was inspired to 
toast 'The Chairman' in very creditable verse. Thereafter the company proceeded to dance 
the Haggis down till 1 am. during a pause they were entertained by Swiss yodelling songs 
translated by adopted Scot-Prof. Ernst Biicher and performed by his friends Max and 
Marietta M tiller, dressed in Bernese costume. 

The Club continues to present books of Scottish interest to the libraries of Portobello 
High School and the four local primary schools. The Club had a bus outing at Easter and 
a bowling match with Portobello Bowling Club late in May. 

ROBERT MACKAY 

217. Eskdale Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Eskdale Hotel, 
Langholm on Friday January 28th. The chief guest was Mr. Samuel K. Gaw, Past 
President of the Burns Federation. His toast to 'The Immortal Memory' was greatly 
appreciated by the company. Other toasts and replies enjoyed were 'Agriculture', 'Town 
and Trade', 'The Lasses' and 'The Chief Guest'. Robert Hobkirk entertained on his fiddle 
and songs were rendered by Eddie Armstrong, Alex Pool and Ian Rodger. Alex Pool 
recited 'Tam o' Shanter' in his own imitable manner. The evening ended with the com
pany singing 'Auld Land Syne'. 

SHEENA T. ELLIOT 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. Between January 1982 and January 1983 a major change has 
taken place in the life of the Dumfries Burns Club. On the 25th January 1982 under the 
Presidency of John R. Parkes, the members of the Club attended to the traditional 
solemnities concerning the Anniversary of our Bard's birth. The Wreath was laid at the 
Burns Statue outside Greyfriars Church and the Anniversary Service in St. Michael's 
Church that afternoon was well attended. After the service the President presided at the 
Wreath Laying Ceremony. In the evening one hundred and thirty one members and guests 
sat down to the Anniversary Dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by Dr. 
Alastair Cameron with much acceptance:-The toast 'Lando' Cakes' was made by Mr. 
D. Wood and Mr. Michael Webb replied. 'The Lasses' were toasted by Mr. Arthur 
Jardine and Miss Jacqueline Dunlop, Maxwelltown High School, replied. 

A very full evening's entertainment was supported. Songs were sung by Mr. Geoffrey 
Davidson, Mrs. Fiona Seagrave and Mrs. Carole Rutherford. Mr. David Seagrave was 
accompaniest. Mr. William McNab played the violin accompanied by Mrs. Edith Murchie 
and Messrs. Irving Miller, Crichton and Doherty recited various poems by Burns. The 
Piper was Mr. A. T. Watson. 

The evening continued much longer than is usual for the Dumfries Burns Club because 
this was the last Dinner to be held in the County Hotel, Dumfries. Almost immediately 
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Veteran Burnsian, Noel Dinwiddie, admiring Ronald Crichton's presidential chain, at the Dumfries 
Burns Club's St. Andrew's Night Celebration . 

after the proceedings ended the Hotel was closed in order to make way for the develop
ment of a new store. 

The following year, on the 25th January, 1983 all was attended to according to the 
canons. The numbers attending the Service and the Wreath Laying Ceremony in the af
ternoon have steadily increased over the past few years and this year there was a very good 
attendance by Burns lovers and by schoolchildren from Dumfries area . 

In the evening under the Chairmanship of President, Mr. Ronald Crichton, over 130 
members and guests attended the Anniversary Dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
submitted by the Reverend Melville Schofield of The Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock. The health 
of the Club was proposed by Mr. David Shankland and replied to by Mr. John Hen
derson. Mr. John Burn proposed the health of 'The Lasses' and the reply was made by 
Miss Susan Emslie. Again, a full evenings entertainment of songs and music was provided 
by Mr . Geoffrey Davidson, Mrs. Ruther Henderson, Mrs. Fiona Seagrave and Mrs. 
Carole Rutherford. Mr. Watson continued as Piper. 

In order to provide for the future, one of our past presidents, Mr. Noel Dinwiddie 
presented the Club with a new chain for the President. The gift was presented to the 
President by Mr. Ronald Crichton at the Saint Andrew's tide celebration in November 
1982. 

JOHN A. C. McFADDEN 
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237. Uddingston Masonic Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Masonic 
Hall Uddingston on the 29th January 1983. Mr. Hutcheson B. Sneddon 0.B.E., C.B.E 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory' Bro. Robert Patson Past-President of the Club gave the 
address to the Haggis piped in by Bro. Stephen Suttie while members and friends provided 
the toast and songs. 

JOSEPH POLSON 

252. Alloway Burns Club. Our Burns Anniversary Dinner was held in Belleisle House 
Hotel, Ayr on Thursday, 20th January, 1983, the 'Immortal Memory' being proposed by 
Mrs. Mollie Rennie, whose absorbing and eloquent address was warmly applauded by an 
appreciative audience. Piper Andrew McKissock made the rafters dirl as the Haggis was 
ceremoniously piped in to be addressed in stirring fashion by Mr. Allan Stoddart. The 
toast to 'The Lasses' was in the capable hands of the Rev. J. W. McGinty, B.A. who 
captivated his listeners in a witty and original speech. Mrs. M. McKinlay who replied was 
in typically sparkling and devastating form. The Burns readings were given by Mr. Hugh 
Farrell, whose dramatic rendering of 'Holy Willie's Prayer' kept his audience convulsed 
with laughter. The soloist Mrs. J. Macarthur gave a delightfully moving interpretation of 
Burns songs, and was expertly and sympathetically accompanied by Mrs. Alison Rae. The 
votes of thanks were ably proposed in humorous vein by Mr. James Wilson and Mr. Bryce 
Kelly. 

The 1982/83 Session was a most successful one, but it brought its sorrow, too, and it 
was with deep regret that the Club learned of the sudden death within a short space of each 
other of our Hon. President, Mr. W. H. Dunlop and Mr. Letham Connell, a former 
curator of Burns Cottage. 

The opening talk of the Winter Session on the late George West, the noted Scottish 
comedian, was delivered by his daughter, Mrs. Georgie Giddings. A most versatile and 
articulate artiste herself, she gave a fascinating account of her father's career on stage 
aptly illustrated from the photographic records kept by Dr. Ben N. Peach Bannatyne. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated in Belleisle House Hotel, Ayr, the guest speaker 
being the Rev. W. Moffat, M.A. of Kirkmichael, Maybole, who in reminiscent mood and 
in characteristically lively and humorous fashion painted a vivid picture of Scottish life in 
earlier days. The concert group 'The Dominies', ably led by Miss Betty Henderson, 
provided a feast of Scottish music and song to the great delight of the audience, who 
responded with alactrity to the invitation to join in. 

At the 'Holy Fair' held in Rozelle Park in July during the Burns Festival Week Alloway 
Burns Club organised a most successful stall the star performer being Mr. Allan Stoddart, 
who used a portable grill, powered by calor gas, to demonstrate the gentle art of pancake
making to an admiring audience. Other events included a well-attended Hostess Whist 
Drive in Alloway Public Hall and a most enjoyable Scots Night with a programme 
comprising vocal solos by the Rev. J. W. McGinty, B.A., readings by Mr. Allan Stoddart, 
a Scots Quiz, community singing and instrumental items by four very competent young 
performers. 

JAMES GLASS M.A. 

263. Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. We in the Glasgow Masonic Burns Club No. 263 
feel we will have to insert 'Nomadic' somewhere into our title. Over the past 7 or 8 years, 
we no sooner find a home for ourselves only to be told at the end of our annual session the 
place is closing down. However, we have still enjoyed a successful year with a fair number 
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of new members being admitted. Our guest speakers were of the highest calibre and many 
and varied were the discussions that took place on the life of Robert Burns. 

Our Annual Dinner was held in the Royal Stuart Hotel Glasgow. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by George Anderson, a Past President of the Club, currently 
President of the Burns Federation, and even George, eloquent as he is, surpassed himself 
on that evening. The toast to 'The Club' was made by Mr. Douglas Burgess, President of 
the Glasgow District Burns Association. An excellent meal followed by entertainment on 
organ, banjo and song, made it a most enjoyable night for all. 

Our Childrens Verse Speaking Competition attracted 31 entrants between primary, 
junior and senior sections. Our Adjudicator for that day was Mr. A. C. W. (Abe) Train, 
Past President of the Burns Federation. The Children again came up to their usual high 
standards, and while making Abe's job much more difficult, must have made the tutors of 
the Children extremely proud. 

We are already arranging our guest speakers for Session 1983/84 and are sure, once we 
find other accommodation, this will prove another successful year for the Glasgow 
Masonic Burns Club. 

JAMES G. DARROCH 

Top table at the Ayr Burns Club's anniversary dinner. Back row: W. Morrison (Pres. Ayrshire 
Association) , W. Graham, D. Gray (Pres. Ayr Burns Club), Provost Dr. J. L. Boyle, K. G. McCallum 
(Club Secretary) and Rev. W. Lyle Wilson. Front row: Miss Dorothy Dunbar, and Mesdames W . 
Graham, D. Gray, J. L. Boyle, M. Paterson-Sloan and J. G. McCallum. 

Photograph by Searle of Ayr 
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275. Ayr Burns Club. Mr. William Graham, M.A., Past President of the Club, author 
of two books of poetry in the Scots dialect as well as a concise Scots dictionary, 
programme arranger of the Television Series, 'Talking Scots' proposed the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' at our Anniversary Dinner on 25th January, 1983. His theme was the 
Songs of Burns which he treated with warm appraisal. The speakers for our traditional 
toast to 'Auld Ayr' and 'The Lasses' were to our usual high standard and the evening was 
made complete with songs and recitations. 

At the Wreath-laying ceremony held at 12 noon in Burns Statue Square, Mr. George 
Anderson, President laid the wreath for the Federation. Wreaths were also laid by 
representatives of Kyle and Carrick District Council, Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs 
and by Presidents of several Burns Clubs in the district. 

After an absence of two years fine weather returned to transform the Leglen Wood 
clearing into a beautiful amphitheatre for our traditional Commemorative Service for 
Robert Burns and William Wallace. A large audience listened to an inspiring address by 
the Rev. D. Muir McLaren, Minister of Kingcase Church, Prestwick. 

At our St. Andrew's Night Supper the address was given by Col. Bryce Knox, Lord 
Lieutenant of the County. He traced the origin of the adoption of St. Andrew as the 
Patron Saint of Scotland to an intensely interested audience. This was followed by an 
excellent programme of Scottish music, songs and readings by local artistes. 

Our Annual Social Evening Concert was held on lOth February and as usual the en
tertainment was provided by pupils of the local schools who had participated in their 
Burns competitions. Budding talent from these young people was again very much in 
evidence and was warmly appreciated by a large audience. A photograph of the young 
artistes with the President, Secretary and Concert Organiser, Mr. James Glass of Ayr 
Burns Club can be seen in this issue of the Chronicle. 

The successful competitor for the Ayr Burns Club Cup for Verse Speaking at the 
Ayrshire Burns Festival in June was Clare Morrow and the trophy was pesented by Mr. 
Muir Mackie a Member of the Club Council. 

KENNETH G. McCALL UM, B.Sc. 

293. New Craighall Welfare Poosie Nansie Club. Our Annual Supper was held in 
Niddrie Bowling Club with seventy in attendance. Our principal speaker was our Vice
President Mr. D. Robertson. 

Other event-Annual Bowling game for Bob Kelly Shield was won by our Chairman 
Wm. Duncan. 

ROBERT HENDRY 

296. Walsall and District Scottish Society. The Society celebrated the 224th An
niversary of the birth of Robert Burns at a dinner in the Masonic Hall, Aldridge. The 
principal guests being the Mayor and Mayoress of Walsall, Councillor F. G. Tunley and 
Mrs. Tunley. Dr. John Glennie ceremoniously carried the Haggis, which was addressed by 
the President Mrs. G. G. Barker-a Scottish lass from Uddingston. John Hodson was the 
Piper. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed in a well.worded speech by the President 
and members and friends drank to the toast with 'Highland Honours'. Dr. C. D. Morriss 
toasted 'The Lasses' and Miss Ros McKie on leave from Australia replied. She is the 
daughter of the Society's oldest members-Jean and Fraser McKie. Dr. Norman Young 
proposed 'Guests and Kindred Societies' to which the Mayor replied. Charlie McMillan 
sang Burns Songs, during the evening. 
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St. Andrew's Dinner when toast 'To Scotland' was proposed by Rev. Brian Gant, Vicar 
of St. Pauls Church Walsall, formerly Rector of Crieff, Perthshire. Jimmy McMillan, 
Club Secretary replied, the evening finished, with dancing to the wee sma' hours. 

The Hallowe'en Party was well attended and the Scottish Country Dance class meet 
every Monday. 

The Society is now entering its 84th year of unbroken existence. 
J M. McMILLAN 

303. St. Andrew's and Caledonian Society. St. Andrew's Day Dinner and Ball 27th 
November 1982. Burns's Dinner Concert and Ball 23rd January 1982. 

Other events-Annual Picnic lst July. 
ANGUS McKAY 

310. Mauchline Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Loudoun Arms Hotel 
with a company of sixty members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Sheriff Neil Gow. Recently the Club acquired 'The Bonny Lass O' Ballochmyles' Fichu 
for display in the Burns House Museum an appeal on behalf of the restoration of the 
Fichu, raised £77 .50. 

The Club has continued its highly successful programme of fortnightly meetings from 
October to April, including joint meetings with Catrine and Dundonald Clubs. Several 
retired members completed work in tidying and edging Mauchline Kirkyard. Conscious of 
their responsibilities to the Burns House Museum members repainted part of the premises, 
re-arranged exhibits and generally freshened the museum up ready for Easter visitors. 

DAVID I. LYELL 

323. Kirkcudbright. The Annual Supper was held in Royal Hotel Kirkcudbright on 
25th January 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Stanley Hart, Dalbeattie, 
his ninth this year. This was accompanied by songs, recitations and supported by other 
toasts to 'The Lasses' by Ian Steele, 'Agriculture' by Jim McCrindle. 'Royal Burgh of 
Kirkcudbright' by Father McManus under the Chairmanship of Robert Graham. 

ADAM GRAY 

336. Peterhead Burns Club. The 157th Anniversary Dinner was held in the Palace 
Hotel on Friday 21st January and the 250 all male audience in traditional evening dress 
were treated to a spell binding memory from the President the Rev. James Currie J.P, 
M.A., B.D. He remarked that he was indeed honoured to become listed in the veritable 
whos who of the Burns world who had been Presidents of one of the oldest Clubs in 
existence. The Haggis was addressed by Past President Charles B. Kelman 'Other Scottish 
Poets' was proposed in excellent style by local farmer Charles Hendry. The toast to 'Our 
Guests' was in the capable hands of young solicitor Brian Mccombie whilst another 
member of the farming community James MacKintosh suitably replied. Recitation by T. 
J. Smith-P. Collin and C. S. Kelman intermingled with songs from Sydney Hutchison 
and David McDonald put the seal on yet another memorable evening. 

JOHN M. M. SMITH 

340. Balerno Burns Club. The Annual Supper was celebrated in the Kestrel Hotel, 
Balerno, Saturday, 22nd January, 1983. Edward C. McCue, President, Master of 
Ceremonies was in the Chair. James Johnstone, Police Inspector, Lothian and Border 
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Police, a member of the Club, proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. He dwelt on varied 
aspects of the Bard's life, the main subject was why Robert Burns was celebrated all over 
the world, and by folks of all walks of life, a very limited education, a life on the verge of 
poverty, and short span of life. Mentioning that his songs and verse are as fresh today as 
when he wrote them 200 years ago. The Haggis was piped in by our Club Piper, Kerr 
Cowan, carried by the Landlord. It was addressed by Jim Tait, our junior bard. Harry 
Rankin in his ninetieth year gave the Selkirk Grace. Harry has been a member for 64 
years. Jimmie Dunbar singing our opening song, 'A Man's a Man for a' That'. After the 
filling of the inner man, washed down by John Barleycorn the nicht jist drave on wi' 
'Sangs and Clatter', as another Club member Jack McCaig described it in 'Tam o' 
Shanter', Club member Bill Ramsey, dressed for the job recited 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. 
Three worthies giving 'Willie Brewed a Peck o' Ma' T' giving full emphasis. Our local 
Dominie Ian Falconer gave the toast tae 'The Lasses'. A history of the Club given by 
another Club member, Ford Paterson. I gave a poem I composed on the more amusing 
writings of the Bard's, Robert Burns, both poems and songs. The night was interspersed 
with music, song and verse. 'Auld Land Syne' was sung, and they a' took aff their several 
ways. 

The childen of primary 7, Dean park School had their own Burns Supper. The children 
carry out all the ceremony, teachers are the waitresses. Speeches, singing, poetry and 
music interspersed with dancing, it is fast and furious. Toasts all in orange juice. The 
spirit is in the bairns. The children have their song and verse competition ranging from 
primary 4 to primary 7. lst and 2nd in song and verse in primary 7 go forward to compete 
in the Edinburgh and District Burns Federation Competitions. They also have a literature, 
and an essay competition written. lst, 2nd and 3rd prizes for individual competitions 
given by Balerno and March bank Burns Club. Shields held for a year, name inscribed to 
primary 7 winners and in song and verse donated by Balerno Burns Club. Cups to winners 
of literature and essay, donated by individual members. Our Club Dances, 'The Nicht Tae 
The Lasses' is ever popular. 

WM. R. SHANKS 

360. Lochee Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on 27th January 1983 
when a company of 150 members and guests were welcomed by President Ralph Keenan. 
The Haggis was Piped in by Pipe Major Stewart Bowman and carried by Mr. Tom Young. 
The address 'To a Haggis' was given by Mr. Ally Gowans Junior. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Jarvis Scott Deputy Director of Education for Tayside 
Region which was most interesting and warmly received by the company. The toast to 
'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. Jim Mcintosh and Mrs. Betty Lettice suitably replied. 
A sketch of Poosie Nansies Tavern was portrayed by Mr. Ally Gowans Senior as Rab, the 
part of Poosie Nansie was played by Mrs. Nan McWilliams, President of the Ladies 
Section and Mr. Charles Bowman rendered 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. The sum of £44 was 
realised on behalf of Jean Armour Homes. Ex-Baillie W. Millar proposed a toast to 'The 
Artistes' and replied to by Mr. Charles Bowman. A dance followed and a very enjoyable 
evening was spent. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 25th November 1982 attended by a company of 
140. Mr. Ally Gowans Senior Past President welcomed the company and gave a toast to 
'St. Andrew and Scotland'. A dance followed during which, entertainment was supplied 
by Margaret Anderson with an amazing repertoire of Scottish songs and the Jacobite 
Dancers to the music of Bruce Wallace and Bill Stewart. 
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The childrens competition is increasing in popularity every year and the enthusiasm 
shown is very encouraging at both primary and secondary schools. 

THOMAS YOUNG 

Poosie Nansie's tavern, as recreated by members of Lochee Burns Club. 
Copyright D. C. Thomson & Co. Ltd 

370. Dundonald Burns Club. The annual Celebration and Dinner was held in the 
Montgomerie Hall, Dondonald on Friday 2lst January 1983 when the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Sheriff J. Irvine Smith. Tickets, as usual, met a ready sale and 
a capacity audience enjoyed an eveniQg of a high standard with a full supporting 
programme to please everyone. 

In November we celebrated our St. Andrew's Night when George Anderson, the 
President of the Burns Federation, gave the toast to 'Scotland'. 

The annual Barn Dance has become a regular feature in the Club's calendar and the 
main 'money spinner' of the year. Again, we are indebted to Mr. and Mrs. McConnell of 
Highlees Farm and we were delighted when they were able to join us as our guests at the 
St. Andrew's Night. 

Monthly meetings continue to increase in popularity and attendances rising despite the 
current recession. 

We regret to record the death of one of our members, Nat Campbell and another good 
friend of the Club, Lt. Col. James Myatt. Both contributed in many ways to the Club and 
they will be sadly missed. 

ROBERT KIRK 

140 



378. Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association. Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony 
held on Sunday 23rd January 1983 in the Scottish National Portrait Gallery; Queen Street 
Edinburgh, by kind permission of the Keeper Dr. Duncan Thomson. The ceremony was 
held at the Flaxman statue, when wreaths were presented including one by the Lord 
Provost Mr. Tom Morgan on behalf of the city of Edinburgh . 

The Annual Verse and Song Competition of Burns Works was held on Saturday 12th 
March 1983 in the Prestongrange House by kind permission. It was interesting in that the 
winner of both Verse and Song was David Gorman he also accompanied himself at the 
piano as he also did for one of the other competitors . 

G. HENDERSON LAING 

Mrs. Sally Knight bearing in the Haggis at Annan Ladies Burns Club dinner. Left to right: Jim 
Jackson, Miss J . Auguss, Mrs. H. Faulder, Mrs. M . J. Smith and Piper Leslie Watson. 

Copyright Annandale Observer 

393. Annan Ladies' Burns Club. This took place on Thursday 20th January 1983 in 
The Bruce Restaurant when Mrs. H . Faulder, Secy . Rosamond Burns Club, Gretna, was 
the principal speaker and it proved a most enjoyable evening. Mrs . M. J. Smith, President 
welcomed the company, and after Grace had been said, the Haggis borne aloft by Mrs. 
Sally Knight was piped in by Mr. Leslie Watson. The address was given in rousing style by 
Mr. Jim Jackson who later in the evening treated the audience to the rendition of 'Tam o' 
Shanter'. Jim brings Tam and his cantrips so vividly to life. After an excellent meal of 
traditional fare, the Secretary, Mrs. S. Knight read numerous greetings cards from Dover 
to Dundee and places in between proving once again 'Auld Aquaintances are ne'er forgot' 
Miss Eileen Crombie was the soloist and her pure sweet voice was eminently suited to 
Burns songs. Jim read a poem entitled 'Robert Burns' so suitable for a dinner such as this. 
The various toasts were all ably given by Club members 'Auld Land Syne' brought yet 
another Anniversary Dinner to a close. 
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All meetings had excellent attendance except February when the inclement weather kept 
a lot of members away. October A.G.M. November Hallowe'en Party with all the 
'Ganings on'. St. Andrew's Night we had the most eloquent of speakers in the person of 
Mr.David Shankland, 'Davy' as he is affectionately know to us all, had the company 
captivated when describing the beauties of our native land. Piper Leslie Watson en
tertained us with various selections on the bagpipes from the stirring 'Scots Wha Hae' to 
the peaceful 'By Cool Siloams Shady Rill'. Mr. W. Callendar was the soloist. Christmas 
Party in December, a great success as usual. February we held a bring and buy sale which 
raised funds for the Club. Mr. George Shearer was the singer and Mrs. Haggart had us all 
rocking with laughter with her humorous stories. Closing social in March again a most 
enjoyable evening. Planned for June, an evening drive to Moffat. Readings from Burns 
given each meeting by Secretary. We will be represented at Conference but by greatly 
reduced numbers. 

SALLY KNIGHT 

401. Brig-En (Waverley). The Annual Burns Supper of the Brig-En (Waverley) Burns 
Club was held in the Waverley Hotel, Dumfries, on Friday 2lst January 1983. Club 
President Dr. W. D. Balfour welcomed a 'full house', and went on to Address the Haggis 
in his usual stirring fashion. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. David 
Shankland, who was superb. Starting off he gave a humorous introduction which won the 
audience and then turning to the serious side of the toast he held the company in a cap
tivating style. Mr. Alan Young proposed the toast to 'The Lasses', and this was replied to 
by Mrs. Dorothy McLeod. During the evening the company was entertained in song by 
Mrs. Angela McCullough, accompanied by her husband Mr. David McCullough. Piper 
Douglas Jaap carried out the duties of Piper for the evening. Mr. Michael Webb toasted 
the artistes, and the evening ended with Community Singing. Mr. David Solley was master 
of ceremonies. 

ROBERT AGNEW 

405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. Our 224th Anniversary Dinner was celebrated 
with a Dinner and Dance at which the 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by a Past 
President Mr. W. Campbell Heselwood, and is indeed very well known to Members of the 
Burns Federation. The President, Mrs. Mena H. A. Faulkner, had on a previous occasion 
asked the Lord Mayor of Sheffield about his anticedents, and to the surprise of everyone 
present he kitted himself out in Highland Evening Dress, looking particularly well in it. In 
order to curtail the length of speeches our Council decided to curtail the number of toasts 
and it was a pleasure to hear Mr. Thomas A. Docherty propose the toast 'The City We 
Bide In' and 'Oor Guests' to be responded by the Lord Mayor of Sheffield, Mr. Gordon 
Wragg. 'The Lasses' were proposed by Mr. Ian B. Mackenzie, just prior to his departure 
from Sheffield back to Edinburgh and responded to by Mrs. Sheena Hume. The toast 
'The President' and 'The Caledonian Society of Sheffield' was proposed by the Master 
Cutler, Mr. Kenneth G. T. Clephane with the reply being made by our President. The 
Haggis was addressed by our most Senior Past President, Dr.John I. Taylor, the President 
of the Burns Federation in 1967/8, and many of the members of long standing will 
remember the delightful 'Doctor man' from Sheffield who delivered the address perfectly, 
despite his advancing years 80 + , and is very hard of hearing and is virtually blind. 

At the combined Presidents' Reception/St. Andrew's function the toast 'Scotland' was 
proposed by Mr. Peter H. Jackson, the former Lord Mayor of Sheffield, and during the 
dancing we had two breaks when Mrs. Christine Armitage (soprano) delighted us with her 
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singing. Despite the recession which has hit Sheffield particularly hard, it has been 
wonderful to see the large numbers attending both the above dinners, not forgetting the 
other many evenings that occur in our programme, these include two Ceilidhs, Hogmanay 
party, Scottish country dance, Scottish concert and supper, Spring dinner and dance, 
picnic, indoor bowls evening, President's cup which this year took the form of a radio 
controlled car manoeuvrability test (very exacting-difficult course) Baxter's Scottish 
Fayre and Palmistry evening, all very enjoyable in their own way. 

The Society held its Church Service on the morning after the President's Reception and 
was well attended. The Charities Evening which was exceedingly well attended and raised 
over £400 was donated to two Societies relating to blind children, and this year took the 
form of an International evening. We have recently had another enjoyable evening in the 
company of the English, Welsh and Irish Societies. 

We also hold a weekly Scottish country dance class and badminton group, fortnightly 
meeting of the Gaelic tuition class, and monthly meetings of The Scottish Arts Group, 
who organise the Scottish Concert and Haggis Supper for members and friends. The 
Theatre group never seem to stand still, they have visited on a number The Grand Theatre, 
Leeds, and the Theatre Royal, Nottingham and have seen many of the national touring 
companies in shows such as 'Annie', 'Black and White Minstrel Show', different opera 
companies and the ballet, not forgetting the Pantomime in Sheffield which was attended 
by many of the our members' children. In the month of August a trip was arranged by 
coach to Scarborough for the day with a visit to the theatre in the evening. The Society 
regularly attend shows at 'The Crucible' in Sheffield and have recently supported a visit 
by Mr. Kenneth McKellar, as well as amateur dramatic societies and operatic societies. 
This year the children of the Society were invited to a members' home for a Christmas 
Party. There are also competitions for bowls, bridge, golf and tennis. this is far from an 
inactive Society and with the many events it is not surprising that the Society are always 
receiving new members, and it is very difficult for the Editor of our own Caledonian News 
to contain the number of pages to a reasonable number. 

RICHARD A. COGHILL 

417. Burnley and District Caledonian Society In the Chair the President Mr. Gordon 
Paton, who was most ably assisted by Mr. Joe Dickinson. The traditional piping in of the 
President and his guests by Pipe Major John Tinnion, started the evening off. The 
President then gave a warm welcome to all, and hoped they would spend a most enjoyable 
night, as we honoured the birth of one of Scotland's most famous son's Robert Burns. 
Grace, having been said, and the first course finished, it was time for Piping in the 
Chieftain O' the Puddin' Race, which was done with full Honour's, and addressed by the 
President, justice then having been done to a most enjoyable meal. The President then 
proposed the Loyal Toast, and a short interval was then announced before the serious 
duties of the evening. The evening started, with 2 well-known songs of Burns, 'Mary 
Morison' and 'Corn Riggs', by Mr. Joe Keary, tenor (from Motherwell). It was now time 
for the 'Immortal Memory', this was given by Mr. Allan Pollock (who also hails from 
Motherwell) and who held everyone spellbound with a most knowledgeable speech on 
Burns. The toast to 'The Lasses', was given by Mr. Sam Scanlin who had the place in an 
uproar at some of his rhyme's relating to todays events.The reply was given by the 
Mayoress of Burnley. Councillor Mrs. E. Tate, J.P. who proved every bit as witty in her 
reply, which was greatly appreciated by the company. The company were then entertained 
by Miss Fiona Paton (contralto) who sang two delightful Burns songs, 'Comin' thro' the 
Rye' and 'Ye Banks an' Braes o' Bonnie Doon'. The toast to 'Our Guests', was given in a 
more sombre note by Mr. G. Simmons, as he related to the Mayor's Fund, which this year 
is for the St. John Ambulance Brigade tho' he did slip in a few nice remarks how the Rev. 
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Office bearers and guests of honour at Burnley's annual dinner. Back row: S. Scanlin (Immediate 
Past President), Mrs. A. Wood, G. King, K. Bainbridge (Treasurer), D. Smith (Secretary), J . 
Dickinson and G. Simmons (Vice-President). Front row: Mrs. S. Scanlin, G. Paton (President), and 
Mesdames D. Smith, G. Simmons and K. Bainbridge. 

D. Nevard and his wife, had good taste, having spent there honeymoon in Scotland, and a 
few holidays since. The reply, given by Rev. D. Nevard (who is the President of the 
Council of the Free Church's of Burnley) who hoped to spend many holidays in Scotland, 
and, never having been to a Burns night before, he was amazed at the conviviality, and 
overwhelming good will that had been extended to himself and his wife, and so on behalf 
of himself, and his wife, and the other guests, he thanked Mr. Simmons for his toast, and 
the Burnley and District Caledonian Society for there kind invitation, to a night they 
would long remember. We then had what must be, a must at all Burns nights, 'Tam O' 
Shanter', and this was most efficiently recited by Mr. George King. The next toast, 'The 
Burnley and District Caledonian Society' was most suitably given by The Worshipful the 
Mayor of Burnley, (Councillor) Mrs. Mary Durkin, J.P. who expressed her thanks to 
have been invited to celebrate with the Scottish people of the Town the birth of Robert 
Bums, and how much poorer the Town would have been without the Scots, and hoped the 
Society which was now in it's 59th year would continue to grow, as the Town of Burnley 
would be a much poorer place without it. Mr. Joe Keary, once more obliged the company 
with two more of Burns's most popular songs 'Bonnie Wee Thing' and then finished with 
'Ae Fond Kiss'. The toast, 'The Burnley and District Caledonian Society', was responded 
to by the President, expressing how he had become involved in the Town in the eight years 
since he had been moved here, to Burnley, but expressed grave concern at the continual 
loss of jobs, and the worrying time for the children of the future. Thanking the Mayor for 
her toast, he then went on to thank all who had taken part making it such a wonderful 
night, more so, as it was his first occasion since becoming President. He then asked all to 
be upstanding and finish the night on Burns's term's which he had made our's, 'For auld 
tang syne, my dear. For auld tang syne, We'll tak' a cup o' kind-ness yet. For auld tang 
syne'. 
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426. Sauchie Burns Club. Annual Supper held in Newtonshaw Lounge Sauchie on 
Friday 2lst January 1983. President T. Jackson welcomed a company of some 88 
members. Mr. T. Walker J.P. (Larbert) gave 'Immortal Memory' which was very good 
and received standing ovation. Mr. James M. MacGlone gave the toast to 'The Lasses' . 
Collection for Mauchline Homes amounted to £60. Three honourary members present. 

A.G.M. and Dinner Newtonshaw Lounge Friday 29th October 1982. 
Annual Dance Craigbank School, Sauchie, Saturday l4th November 1982. 
Folk Night, Friday l8th March 1983, in Craigbank School Sauchie. This event was 

disappointing in attendance but this was due to inclement weather that evening. 
W . A. A ITKEN 

436. Walney Jolly Beggar's Lady Burn's Club. Our 54th Annual Burns Supper was 
held in the Lisdoonie Hotel, Barrow on Thursday evening 27th January at 7 pm . The 
Haggis was piped in by Piper Bill Parks of the St. Andrews Pipe Band. The Address to the 
Haggis was given by our President, Mrs. I. Broadbent who also gave the loyal toast. Our 
honoured guest was Mrs. D. Turnough who gave the 'Immortal Memory'. Mrs . L. 
Nicholson, the Secretary read the numerous greetings cards from various Clubs. Mrs. 
Heavyside, Mrs. E. Crompton and Mrs. J. Davis also proposed toasts. After the speeches 
dancing and games took place. Music provided by Piper Bill Parks and the Sunset Disco . 
Everybody saying they had really enjoyed the evening but it had gone too quickly. 

I . 

Piper Bill Parks surrounded by a bevy of talent at Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies Burns Club. 
Copywright Barrow News & Mail 
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St. Andrew's Night was celebrated in our own hall. The catering being done by our own 
committee, the tables being decorated in tartan. The hostess being our President, Mrs. I. 
Broadbent who gave the Bum's Grace. 

In August a party of our ladies went for a long weekend to Edinburgh for the Edin
burgh Tattoo which they enjoyed very much. We also had mystery trips which included 
supper. Our Christmas party was held on 16th December and our nine honorary members 
were given a gift. We held our anniversay tea on 24th February when we admitted three 
new members. Two of our ladies travelled with other Federation members to Moscow to 
celebrate Bum's Night. They said it was marvellous. It is with regret I announce the 
sudden death of one of our honorary and oldest members Mrs. E. Kershaw was was 92 
years. 

MRS. LILY NICHOLSON 

437. Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1. Our 52nd annual Burns Supper was held on 
24th January when Mrs. Mccuaig our President welcomed a large gathering of members 
and invited guests. Proposing the 'Immortal Memory' was Mr. D. R. H. Crichton, 
President of Dumfries Burns Club. His toast to our Bard was inspiring, illustrated with 
highlights of his work. Other toasts were submitted by Club members. The Haggis was 
piped in by our lady Piper Mrs. H. Nelson. Carried aloft by a past President Mrs. B. 
Haining and so ably addressed by another member Mrs. A. Kerr. A very full programme 
of Burns songs and poems, and many greetings from kindred Clubs, made the evening one 
to remember. 

A memorable event for Dumfries Ladies Club this year was the Burns memorial service 
in Loreburn Church. We were honoured to be invited to participate in this service, which 
took place on 23rd January. Burns worshipped here regularly when he first came to live in 
Dumfriesshire. The Rev. David Pottie chose for his sermon Acts Chapter 26 Verse 19. 
'Whereupon, 0 King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly Vision'. The 
lessons were read by Mrs. Mccuaig and Mrs. Kirkland. Kindred Clubs in the area were 
well represented and it was a wonderful experience to have been part of Loreburns' 
memorial service. 

Monthly programmes have been varied and well attended St. Andrew's Night speaker 
was Mr. R. McLeod a local headmaster. We have donated money to various charities. 
Christmas gifts to our own sick or elderly members. The prize for Scots Verse presented 
by our Club was won by Kirsty Routledge. This prize is given annually at Dumfries 
Musical Festival. 

A wreath was laid at Burns' Mausoleum by our president, there was a good 
representation of ladies, also at the Brow Well service in July. 

We have a lengthy list of ladies waiting membership, always a healthy sign which augurs 
well for our Club. 

E. KIRKLAND 

454. The Rotherham and District Scottish Association. Annual Presidents Reception 
was held on Saturday 2nd October 1982 at Tapton Hall, Sheffield. The following 
Presidents were guests of the Association. Mrs. Mina Faulkner President of the Sheffield 
Caledonian Society and Mr. Stan Faulkner. The President of Chesterfield Caledonian 
Society, Mr. J.B. G. MacAdam and Mrs. MacAdam. The President Doncaster, Mr. Todd 
and Mrs. Todd. The President of Worksop Burns Club, Mr. Colin Brady and Mrs. Brady. 
The Annual St. Andrew's Church Service was held in the Talbot Lane Methodist Church. 
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The Service was conducted by the Rev. Alfred Lawson. This was followed by a lunch at 
the home of the President and his Consort Mr. and Mrs. C. Murray. The Burns Supper 
and dance was held on January 22nd, 1983 at St. John House, Downs Row, Moorgate . 
The Principal Guest Speaker was Mr. George Irvine, Past President of the Association 
and Mrs. Mirna Irvine. The President addressed the Haggis. 'The Lasses' was proposed by 
Mr. L. Jeavons, the reply on behalf of the Lassies was given by Mrs. Anne Ketton. 

The final function for the season was in the form of a homely Scottish evening again 
held at the home of the President. This included a bring and buy stall and proved to be a 
very successful evening in all ways. 

Plans are well in hand for the 'Diamond Jubilee' which will be on 24th January 1983 . 
MRS. JEAN JEAVONS 

President Charles Murray of Rotherham with guests at his President's Evening : Mrs . Mina Faulkner 
(President of Sheffield Caledonian Society) and Mr. Stan Faulkner, Mrs. Marlene Murray, Mrs. Jean 
Jeavons (Secretary of Rotherham) and Les Jeavons (President of Clumber Burns Club). 

Copyright Sheffield Newspapers Ltd 

461. Leicester Caledonian Society. With her usual grace and warmth our President, 
Miss Rob. Cassie presided over our l06th Anniversary Dinner. The Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress, Councillor W. G. and Mrs. Page were our guests. After the traditional piping 
in of the Haggis by our Hon. Piper the President gave the 'Address to the Haggis' and the 
company enjoyed the excellent meal provided by the Grand Hotel on Saturday 22nd 
January 1983. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was most ably and sincerely submitted 
by Mr. Lew Reid from Gainsborough. The Lord Mayor replied to the toast 'The City of 
Leicester' given by Mrs. J. M. Cutting and Mr. R. Callander and Mrs. Muriel Callander 
competed for honours with the toast to 'The Lasses' and the reply. With Mrs. Della 
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Miss R. Cassie, President of the Leicester Caledonian Society, presenting a gift to Piper I. D. lnsch in 
recognition of 60 years service to the Society. 

Taylor accompanying them Miss Joan Hartshorne and Mr. Arthur Greasley delighted all 
with their renderings of Burns songs. In recognition of his 60 years of piping for the 
Society our Hon. Piper, Mr.I. D. lnsch was presented with a monetary gift.In his in
teresting and amusing reply lain told us that he still possesses and occasionally plays the 
miniature set of bagpipes that he used as a boy. Two hours of dancing concluded a happy 
evening before the singing of' Auld Lang Syne'. 

The objects of our Society are 'To perpetuate and foster the natural characteristics of 
the Scottish people; to encourage Scottish Literature, Music and Dancing and to keep 
alive the great tradition of Scottish Ancestry.' We continue to do this with a variety of 
functions and acitivities including, during the past year, to host the Annual Outing and 
evening social of the East Midlands Association of Scottish Societies and to paticipate in 
the meetings etc of the l 8th District and Scottish President's Association. 

MRS. J.M. CUTTING 

462. Cheltenham Burns Club. The Anniversary Supper was held at the Lilleybrook 
Hotel when four members of the Society each contributed ten minutes on the life and 
times and poetry of Robert Burns prior to Mr. Robert Naysmith, Vice-President and 
Chairman calling the traditional toast. With well sung Burns songs by the Chairman's 
family and friends. 'Tam o' Shanter' by the Rev. Tom Morrison and 'Willie Brewed a 
peck o' Maut' by 'the lads' our Bard's birthday as well and truly celebrated. The Piper 
was Iain Willcox and the President, Mr. Sandy McKenzie, thanked all who took part. The 
different format of the occasion drew a capacity attendance. 
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As the following list shows the Society tries to cater for all tastes and apart from the 
regular events like the St. Andrew's day dinner with Dr. James Lawson of Glasgow as 
chief speaker and attended by the Mayor and Mayoress, The Hogmanay Party, the 
Ceilidh, a Concert, a slide show for the benefit of the National Trust for Scotland, The 
Highland Ball at the Town Hall, the piping class, children's Highland dancing class and 
Scottish Country Dancing continue weekly. The country dancers hold an 'end of session' 
dance at the beautiful fifteenth century Tithe Barn at nearby Stanway by kind permission 
of Lord Neidpath. A new feature this year has been the formation of a Scots Heritage 
Circle-this being a group which seeks to interest itself, and others, with Burns and other 
Scots poetry and writing, and with all aspects of Scots Life and letters . The Secretary 
would be glad to hear from other similar groups within the family of Burns Clubs with a 
view to exchanging ideas of mutual interest. 

WILLIAM COWIE 

Denny Cross Burns Club's 50th anniversary celebration included (back row) A . Hogg, M. 
McMenemy (Treasurer), G. Watters (President), George Anderson (President of the Burns Federa
tion), W. Beveridge (Secretary), G. Blair and H. Ewing, M.P . and (front row) Mesdames K. Lithgow, 
J . Hogg, R. Beveridge and M. Anderson. 

469. Denny Cross Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Star Hotel Denny 
on the 2lst January. The Programme opened with a toast to 'The Queen'. Then followed 
'The Haggis' by Alex Farquhar, Grace by R. Black. After dinner the 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. A. Primrose from Banton by Kilsyth who gave an enthralling 
speech. 'Our Guest' was ably done by President George Watters 'The Lasses', were given 
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a toast by Secretary W. Beveridge and replied to by Mrs. Ruth Beveridge. Songs during 
the evening were sung by Messrs. W. Beveridge, H. Busby, A. Farquhar, T. Fergus and G. 
Watters. The Ladies were Mrs. S. Farquhar and Mrs. M. Borthwick. A pipe selection by 
R. McLay was warmly appreciated. 'Tam o' Shanter' was given by Alex Farquhar who 
gave an excellent performance. Chairman, artiste and steward were toasted by M. Mc
Menemy and host and hostess by Mrs. K. Lithgow. 'Auld Land Syne' ended a most en
joyable evening. 

September saw the Club celebrate its 50th anniversary which was attended by Mr. 
Anderson and his wife from the Burns Federation and Mr. Harry Ewing M.P. This turned 
out to be a very enjoyable night. October was the prize winners from Denny High School 
who gave a very credited performance. November 26th was the St. Andrew's Night at 
which the speaker was Dennis Canavan, M.P. December was a Christmas Party held in 
the Star Hotel. February was an open night of singing and recitation by the Club mem
bers. March saw a very enlightening look into the Cornton Vale Women's Prison, by Mrs. 
Brown by the use of lantern slides. April 22nd was the A.G.M. May saw the end of the 
season drive to Fin try. 

WILLIAM BEVERIDGE 

494. Motherwell United Services Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Club 
on Wednesday, 26th January, 1983 and was presided over by President Edward Morrison. 
Owing to the main speaker being hospitalised the Club Secretary Jim Williams stood in. 
the toast to M.U.S.C. was proposed by Tom Paterson, Past President of Lanarkshire 
Association of Burns Clubs in a humorous vein. President James Cooper suitably replied. 
The evening was enhanced by readings given by Jimmy Lees, an elder statesman of the 
Club, and the singing of Gavin Stewart and Billy Forrest. A company of over 200 enjoyed 
the night and the harmony which followed. 

During 1982 the Club's monthly meetings were well attended. These nights have proved 
very popular and are eagerly looked forward to. We once again visited our friends at 
Coventry and as usual the weekend was an event to savour. March seems to be a month we 
look forward to and this year will be no exception. The Coventry lads visited our Club 
during the summer and the friendships were revived and cemented. A bus run was held to 
the Burns Centre at Alloway and took in the heritage trail. The St. Andrew's Night Dance 
was held in November and was voted one of the best yet. The Club is looking forward to 
the 'Golden Jubilee' celebrations which will beginning soon. 

JAMES WILLIAMS 

501. Galt Burns Club. The Galt Burns Club held it's Annual Burns Supper on 22nd 
January in the Galt Branch of The Royal Canadian Legion with a full compliment of 
members and friends, some of whom tasted 'The Haggis' for the first time and much to 
their surprise and delight really enjoyed it. Our guest speaker who gave the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' was the Rev. Gordon Griggs of St. Giles Presbyterian Church who 
gave us a very informative insight to the life of our Bard dealing in some length to his 
stand on Religion and of his stand against the sanctimonious hyprocrisy of that time. 
During our Burns Supper the Club paid their highest honour to Mr. William (Bill) 
Murphy by awarding him the distinction of Honorary President which is the first time this 
award has ever been given. Bill has served sixty years of unbroken service in our Club, 
twenty of which he was President, to say nothing of all the other offices he held, and 
fulfilled each one with the same great enthusiasm which can be expected by one who hails 
from Maybole the birth place of Burns's mother. President Thomas Milne deamed it a 

150 



President Tom Milne presenting Bill Murphy with his Honorary President's badge, while Piper Bob 
Chalmers looks on, at Galt Burns Club's anniversary dinner. 

great privilege and honour to bestow this award on Bill and felt it was long overdue, but 
we as Scots always were shy and slow at expressing our true fellings to our friends and 
loved one's. Bill very humbly accepted the award and was greatly moved by the standing 
ovation and the congratulatory compliments made on his behalf. 

The Galt Burns Club had a most outstanding year which was due to the fact that we 
celebrated our 75th Anniversary. This was highlighted by a Banquet where our most 
senior members gathered around a great Birthday Cake and done the honours of cutting it 
with a Highland Sword. Another highlight was that our Club procured a Chain of Office 
for the President and all the Past Presidents received a Past Pres. Medallion. Mr. Wm. 
(Bill) Murphy was the first to bestow our President, Mr. Thomas Milne with his badge of 
Office and the President in turn (with the assistance of Bill) presented P.Ps their 
Medallions. The Vice President was not overlooked as he was presented with Medallion in 
recognition of his Office which is transferable at elections which are held on the first 
Sunday of March each year. 

The Christmas Dinner and Party that follows had a record attendance with Steak and 
Sausage Pie with all the trimmings pleasing everyone's taste, and of course Santa was on 
the programme with toys and gifts for everyone. Many social nights were held during the 
year, all of which were well attended. I can only conclude by saying that we had a most 
successful year and trust this trend continues in the future years to come. 

MRS. GRETA HANLEY 
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516. Airts Burns Club Prestonpans. Our Annual Supper was held on Saturday 22nd 
January 1983 in the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club Prestonpans. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was given by Mr. Richard Carroll, a member of the Club. 

St. Andrew's Night, bus drive, visit to Gorebridge Burns Club, and monthly dances. 

523. The Highland Society of New South Wales. Wherever Scotsmen gather, whither 
at hame among the hills of the heather, the backwoods of Canada, the burning plains of 
Egypt, the coral strands of India, the sunny shores of Africa, the land of the Stars and 
Stripes or the home of the Southern Cross. The memory of Robert Burns-let us hope will 
continue to be commemorated on or about the date when a blast of January wind blew 
Hansel in on Robin. The toast of the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Bill 
Docherty who gave a full and constructive oration on the works of Robert Burns. The 
address to the Haggis was given by Mr. Duncan MacDermid and the Selkirk Grace by 
Mrs. May Keers. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by young Councillor Mr. Andrew 
Longmuir and the reply by Mrs. Nancy Sanson. With happy we've been a' the gither, 
Auld Lang Syne and the National Anthem, the large gathering of Scots and their friends 
wended their several ways Awa tae their ain hames, happy in the thought and hope that 
we'll meet again some either nicht to raise high the fame and bless the name of glorious 
Robert Burns. 

D.KEERS 

530. Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association. Early in 1982 our President Mr. W. 
McJannet had to resign for health reasons, Mr. D. Smith was appointed President and has 
proved a worthwhile President. Our quarterly meetings held in the Globe Inn were well 
attended, many visitors were again given hospitality and shown places of interest within 
the town and district. On 19th July 1982 our usual service was held at the Brow Well when 
Mr. J. Kydd Past President of the Burns Federation gave a talk on R. Burns last days 
spent at the Brow Well before he died, the wreath was laid by Mrs. E. Kirkland, Secretary 
Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1 and a Vice President of S.S.C.B.A. Afterwards a most 
enjoyable social evening was held in the Globe Inn. 

Our main event in 1982 was preparing to host the Burns Federation Conference in 
September here in Dumfries. After having overcome the finance situation and many 
difficulties that had arisen it proved a successful and enjoyable weekend. The sum of 
£3911 was donated to the finance committee of the Burns Federation. 

Our Schools Convener Mr. Wilson Ogilvie, reports that 18 schools and over 1600 took 
part in the Schools Competition in our area when book prizes would be given to the 
winners and 19 schools within our district. This year a special trust fund was set up to be 
known as the Joseph Laing Waugh Fund to enable pupils from Wallace Hall Academy 
Thornhill to compete in an annual competition on the life and works of Joseph Laing 
Waugh the poet who belonged to the district of Thornhill. Winners will receive prizes. A 
special church service was held on Sunday 23rd January 1983 in Loreburn Church at the 
invitation of the Minister and Kirk session. R. Burns attended services in this church. 
Bible readings were given by Mrs. McQuaig and Mrs. Kirland President and Secretary of 
The Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1. Tuesday 25th January 1983 the Anniversary 
Service was held in St. Michaels Church, the address was given by Rev. Mr. J. Pagan 
F .R.S.A. Minister of St. Michaels Church, wreath laying ceremony took place afterwards 
at the mausoleum, many Burnsians were there from a number of Clubs. The first wreath 
laid by Provost Brown Simpson, representatives from District and Regional Councils 
were represented. 

MRS. MARY SHEARER 
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559. Coventry and District Caledonian Society. The Anniversary Dinner was held at 
the Manor Hotel, Meriden (the centre of England) on 28th January 1983 with the 
President Mr. G. Johnstone in the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
W. Kerr. Those who were present were privileged to listen to such an authority on Burns. 
The toast to 'The City of Coventry' was proposed by Mrs. C. Slater and the Lord Mayor 
Councillor E. Weaver replied on behalf of the city. 

561. London (Ontario) Burns Club. Experienced another interesting and varied year. 
10 monthly meetings took place with a variety of speakers and topics. During June, 28 
members of the Club travelled to Hamilton (Ontario) and participated in the 3rd Annual 
Conference of North American Association of Federated Burnsians. July was a busy and 
especially enjoyable month with the Club picnic attended by over 70 members, the 2nd 
Annual Memorial Service at the Burns Memorial Stone; and a trip to Detroit by 28 
members, to join with the Detroit Burns Club at its annual picnic. In September many 
Club members played a very active part in London's 'Kavalkade'-a three day celebration 
by 14 different ethnic groups. During December, the Club sponsored a very enjoyable and 
successful pantomime entitled 'Aladdin And His Lamp'. We also had a very happy Club 
Christmas party. In January we presented two Burns Suppers-our 'Open' public event 
which was attended by 350 guests with Dr. W. C. Watson proposing a memorable and 
moving 'Immortal Memory'. One week later we held our Club Burns Supper when Dr. 
Dave Adamson presented an inspring and informative toast to our 'Immortal Bard'. 

JIM CONNOR 

566. The Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. Our forty-fourth Anniversary 
Supper was held in the Sheraton-Wentworth Hotel, Sydney on 28th January, with an 
attendance of 378 members and guests. Our guest of honour was The Very Rev. Dr. 
George Reid, M.C., M.A., B.D., D.D., Chaplain to the Queen, from Edinburgh, ac
companied by Mrs. Reid. Dr. Reid was occupying the pulpit at Scots Church, Sydney for 
six months and honoured us by proposing the 'Immortal Memory'. Other toasts-'The 
Land of our Adoption' was proposed by Vice-President' Ian Malcolm 'The Lasses' by 
Past President Charles Murray, ably and aptly replied to by Member Mrs. Marion Allan, 
and our Toastmaster for the evening was Mr. Stuart Henderson. We had in our company, 
inter-State guests from Victoria and Queensland, ten direct descendents of Robert Burns' 
youngest sister, Isabella Begg, representatives from at least twenty Kindred Societies that 
we know of, including The Orkney and Shetland Society, The Scottish Australian 
Heritage Council and the Gaelic Scottish Association. A very happy and enjoyable 
evening which was voted of the best ever arranged by Burns Club. Again our thanks to all 
our Kindred Societies and Clans for their support. 

25th April-The Annual ANZAC Day March when we joined the Scottish Contingent 
for a wreath laying ceremony at the Cenotaph. 

9th May-The first of our visits to Scots Church was to farewell Dr. Stuart B. Babbage 
who concluded his Ministry of seven years with the Church. 

lst July-Members joined with others of the Scottish Community by wearing their 
tartan this day and later enjoying a Dinner, arranged by the Combined Scottish Societies 
to mark the Celebration of the Repeal of the Act of 1782-1982 forbidding the wearing of 
tartan. Our Past President, Mr. Charles Murray gave a talk on the Tartan. 

llth July-Our second visit to Scots Church, for their 159th Anniversary Service with 
luncheon afterwards. 
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The Very Rev . Dr. George Rea and Mrs. Reid, principal guests of honour at the Scottish Society and 
Burns Club of Australia's anniversary dinner, with Mrs . Betty Murray and Past-President Charles 
Murray (left) and President May Dickie and Past-President John Begg (right) . 

22nd August-Again at Scots Church to meet the Very Rev. Dr . George Reid who had 
arrived in Australia to take up a six months Ministry at Scots. 

16th November-Our President attended a Reception in Sydney Town Hall, arranged 
to welcome the Lord Provost of Glasgow, Dr . Michael Kelly. 

l 7th November-We had the pleasure of welcoming Dr. and Mrs. Kelly to our Society. 
Dr. Kelly told us of the 'Pride of the Clyde Celebrations' and what's been happening in 
Glasgow. Several of our members have already booked their passage home. 

27th November-Start of the second Annual Scottish Week, arranged by the Scottish
Australian Heritage Council. Various activities took place during a most successful week. 

28th November-St. Andrew's Day Service in Scots Church when our President read 
the Lesson and Mr. Charles Murray gave a short witty speech during the luncheon af
terwards. 

22nd January 1983-0ur Past President Mr. Charles Murray was Guest of Honor at 
the Bankstown Scottish Annual Burns Supper . 

23rd January 1983-0ur Annual Anniversary Service to honour the Poet, in St. 
Stephen's Church Sydney, then at the Burns Statue in the Domain where we were joined 
by some of our Kindred Societies for a short ceremony, followed by little picnic to mark 
the occasion. 

28th January-Our Annual Burns Supper-huge success. 
28th February-Members attended a grand Scottish Concert in Sydney Town Hall 

arranged by The Highland Society of New South Wales, in aid of funds for The Bushfire 
victims. Most enjoyable. 
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16 March-Our end of year Clan Night when we entertained our Kindred Societies and 
Clans. The theme of our evening was 'The Clan Forsyth' and our speaker Mr. Leslie 
Forsyth-Commissioner for the Clan. 

Despite the inconvenience of transport and petrol disputes we still had good attendances 
at our monthly social evenings and our membership roll remains steady at 200. We have 
had some excellent musical evenings during the year. Our close association with our 
Kindred Societies continues with our own members ever willing to assist with talks and 
toasts when invited to do so by these Clubs. 

Our Past President Mr. Charles Murray has been taping music and talks which are 
broadcast in Queensland on the 'Scotland Calling' Programme which we understand, 
have had a very good reception. 

MAY DICKIE 

571. Edmonton Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Macdonald Hotel on 
25th January 1983 with close to 400 gentlemen in attendance. President Roy Humble was 
in the Chair for what was another memorable evening in the Club's long history. The 
President introduced each of his head table guests with appropriate lines from Burns, 
Club member Bill Campbell proposed the toast to 'The Twa Lands', 'Scotland and 
Canada', and Club Secretary Bob Allan addressed the Haggis. Cliff Hanley made a long 
trip to Edmonton to propose the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' and did a superb job in 
his own inimitable style. The evening's entertainment was rounded out with Highland 
Dancing, Piping and some excellent choral and solo presentations of Burns' works. 
Traditionally, the entertainment ended with Messrs. Johnston, MacMorran and Rodger in 
their presentation of 'Willie Brewed a Peck O' Maut'. 

The Club held monthly meetings throughout the year and the annual Ladies' Night was 
held in May. 

R.M.ALLAN 

572. Chester Caledonian Association. Our President Mr. Frank Wood, is an Aberdeen 
graduate and the principal toast was proposed by Mr. Kenneth Dron, Rector of Brechin 
High School, so the evening had a generally North-Eastern flavour. Mr. Donald Duncan 
proposed the toast to 'The Land We Live In' and the response was the by the Mayor of 
Chester, Mr. D. Cotgreave. A Welsh surgeon, Mr. Ellis Jones proposed 'The Land O' 
Cakes' and the President responded. 

Mr. Rory Lea sang a selection of Burns' songs and also Scotland yet during which the 
entire company drank the toast, 'To Scotland the Honours Three' standing on the tables. 
160 members and guests attended. 

A St. Andrew's Day Service was held in St. Andrew's Church, Chester and there was 
also a dinner and ball at St. Andrewstide. A Ceilidh and a Highland Ball also took place. 

T. S. LEA 

578. Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. The Annual Burns Supper of the 
Association was held on 19th February in Muirhouse Community Centre, Motherwell 
when President Mr. Robert Scott welcomed a large crowd of members and guests. The 
principal speaker for the evening was the Burns Federation President, Mr. George An
derson who delighted the company with his most interesting oration on The Life and 
Works of The Bard. The Haggis was addressed by Past President Mr. Bob Cleland. The 
Selkirk Grace was given by Mrs. Liz Train. The readings were rendered by Mr. James 
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Reid and songs by Mrs. Freda Buddie, Anne Pickering and Mr. James Muir, Toast to 
'The Lasses', Mr. William Mackintosh and suitably replied to by Mrs. J. Lees. Mr. 
George Johnston proposed to toast to 'The Federation' and the immediate Past President 
Mr. T. Paterson replied. The Piper for the evening was Mr. Willian Dunbar. Vote of 
thanks by Vice President Mrs. Moira O'Kane. 

In the early part of the year a most successful raffle was held in order to raise funds for 
the Annual Schools Competition which this year have been extended to include a section 
for senior schools. 

MRS. ANNE PICKERING 

589. Solway Burns Club, Annan. President Mrs. Margaret Johnstone, chaired a large 
gathering at the Anniversary Dinner on 27th January in the Bruce Restaurant. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the immediate Past President Mr. John Trodden 
and was followed by a full programme of toasts and entertainment. The Burns' Supper 
was the culmination of a very successful programme of events starting with the bus 
outings to the Queens berry Marbles at Durrisdeer in May. 

In the Autumn, the Club's October supper party was well attended. 
The St. Andrew's Night dinner on the 25th November was held at Powfoot. The night's 

speaker was Mr. W. Ogilvie, who was followed by a versatile group of singers and artistes 
from Annan Academy. 

The final meeting of the season was the social and Annual General Meeting in March. 

581. Cumbernauld and District Burns Club. This was a busy year for the Club with 
visits being made to a number of sister Clubs and a very successful Schools Verse 
Speaking Competition being held on 13th November 1982. The Annual Burns Supper was 
attended by 60 members and guests. The Great Chieftain was borne in by Club Steward 
Jim Whittan to the skirl of the pipes by Jimmy Kinloch and addressed by Past President 
John Simpson. Our principal guest was Archie McArthur who gave a splendid and in
spiring oration on the 'Immortal Memory'. Club member, Roy Scott rendered a 
humorous but well thought-out toast to 'The Lasses'. Vice-President Joe Keegan 
proposed the health of 'Our Guests' which was ably replied to by Provost Bill Taylor J. P. 
Willie Muirhead, Hon. Life President of Falkirk Newmarket Club No. 902 and gave an 
excellent Toast to '581'. Evergreen 76 years old Tom Clapperton, of the Newmarket Club 
recited 'Tam o' Shanter' as only he can and songs were rendered by Davie Boyle and 
Charlie Hogg accompanied by Andy Ramsay. Two young accordionists, the Burns Bros, 
last years winners of the Will Star Trophy, completed a sparkling bill and all were suitably 
thanked by Tommy Birkinyre. The Club will celebrate its 40th Anniversary this year with 
a Dinner to be held on l 5th March at which the principal guest will be Federation 
President George Anderson. Other guest will include well kent faces from the 'Burns' 
World and local dignitaries. The Club has again supplied speakers at many Burns Suppers 
and functions this year with the President, Tom Myles, having been involved in no less 
than 24, one of which was the Supper held by the children of Primary 6 of St. Lucy's 
School who featured in an article in last years Chronicle. 

TOM MYLES 

593. Barrmill Jolly Beggars. 70 members and friends attended the Annual Supper at 
Beith Community Centre on Friday 2lst January. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by Mr. William Wilson of the Rosebery Burns Club. The rest of the evening's en-
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tertainment being provided by Club members. 50 members and friends attended a St. 
Andrew's Night celebration at the same venue where the toast to Scotland was proposed 
by Mr. John Hodgart. 

Four open nights were held during the seaon which provided a great deal of interest and 
enjoyment to the members. 

JAMES L. CONN 

606. Corby Stewarts and Lloyds Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 22nd 
January 1983, and tickets were once again at a premium. Cronie Willie Mccallum ad
dressed the Haggis and Chairman Ray Baldwin proposed the toast to 'Absent Friends'. 
Cronie Bob McKay gave an excellent 'Immortal Memory' with Cronies Jim Livingstone 
and John McAllister amusing the company with their toast and reply to 'Lassies'. Guests 
John Hollis and Charles Veall gave the toast and reply to the 'Land We Live In'. President 
Jim Robb toasted the 'Visitors' with Corby District Council Chairman Jim Thompson 
giving the reply. Cronie David McDonald gave two excellent readings, whilst Cronies 
Brian Pirie and John Smith sang for the company. Cronie George Chinnock rounded the 
evening off with his usual amusing Vote of Thanks. 

A Bowls Match followed by a social evening was held in June 1982 with the visitors 
being a party from the 'Jolly Beggars' section of the 'Tam O' Shanter' Club from 
Coventry, it proved to be a highly successful event which is hoped to be repeated on an 
annual basis. 

S.GARDEN 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars. On Friday 21st January, 1983, Kinross Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club held their Annual Celebration Dinner in the Gartwhinzean Hotel Powmill, 
when the Chieftain Gordon George presided over a gathering of 101 members. The Rev. 
Duncan Mcconkey, M.A. said Grace. The Haggis was piped in by Piper Bob Hamilton 
and addressed by John Kidd. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Jimmy Davie of 
Huddersfield, who gave a very sincere toast covering a vast series of events in Burns's life 
and conditions then prevailing. Ian S. Muirhead, the Croupier moved the vote of thanks 
for the address and the members responded with sustained applause. 'The Lasses' toast 
was proposed by the Rev. David Ogston, M.A., B.D., Perth, with sharp wit and humour 
and was replied to by Luis Morton in equal vein. John F. Watson, M.R.C.V.S proposed 
the toast to 'Robert Burns-Begg and them that's awa'-The Club's traditional memory 
of its founder and those who have passed on during the year. Songs were sung by Bert 
Dunbar, Ian Halliday, John Kidd and the company, and Luis Morton and Tom White 
recited. Bob Hamilton piped and Rev. Duncan McConkey was accompanist. Bert 
Dunbar, P.C. toasted 'The Office-Bearers'. Chieftain Gordon George toasted 'The 
Artistes', and trysted The Jolly Beggars to meet again at Gartwhinzean on Friday 2lst 
January 1984. The singing of' Auld Lang Syne' concluded the evening. We were saddened 
to intimate the death of the following members: Jimmy Ross, Frank Fitzsimmons, 
Alastair Muirhead, and Willie Burns, our fiddler. The usual trophies and prizes were 
presented to Kinross High School for Burns Competitions. 

JOHN KIDD 

630. Coalsnaughton Burns Club. On 22nd January 1983 the birth of Scotland's great 
son was celebrated for the last time in our present Club Rooms. The occasion was further 
enhanced by the Fraserdale Four singing Group from Falkirk District. President Albert 
Kennedy welcomed the Company and said Grace, he had a special word for Alex. C. 

157 



Cook and Frank Simpson two of our Honorary Members. Alex. B. Mciver addressed the 
Haggis in his usual breezy manner. Alex. Wilson, Falkirk set the tone for the evening with 
a very fine tribute to our National Bard, his standing ovation was well deserved, and Alex. 
C. Cook summed up all our feelings when he said it was one of the finest he had heard. 
John Brown toasted 'The Lasses' and David Tait replied. Wm. R. Murray proposed 'Our 
Guests', Jim Yates replied. Alex. B. Mciver proposed 'The Burns Howff Club'. Reply 
Wm. Dunbar Burns Howff Club. Chairman and Artises, John Pickles Vice-President. 
Recitations-Wm. Dunbar and D. Tait. Songs-Fraserdale Four and John Smith, Piper 
Robin Stevenson newly appointed to the Club, was in great form he could have piped all 
night, welcome Robin we hope you will be with us for a long time. 

The 12th Annual Ladies Supper was held in the Club Rooms on Tuesday 15th February 
1983. Mrs. Ann Kennedy wife of the President in the Chair. The Haggis was piped in by 
Robin Stevenson, addressed by Mrs. H. Shaddon, carried by Poosie Nansie (Alex. 
Mciver). The 'Immortal Memory' was entrusted to David M. Tait Past President Dollar 
Burns Club, this was Davie's first Memory, we who heard him pay such a sincere tribute 
to the Bard, know the Burns movement has not heard the last from this young man. 'The 
Lasses' Bert Campbell, Cowdenbeath, heard for the first time in this District, he will be 
back thats for sure. Reply Netta McDiarmid replied with wit and decorum. Ruby Pickles 
in summing up in her omnibus vote of thanks, said it was a grand Supper and covered 
everyone who had helped in any way. Recitations, what a privilege to be able to say I 
heard 80 year old Nellie Fyall (nee Snaddon) recite the Poems of Robert Burns. In Wm. 
Dunbar the Howffs loss is our gain, he gave us Tam, not to be out done Davie Tait gave us 
Parnass Hill. Singers Cathie Gibson, John McNally, John Smith, were in grand voice. 
Piper Robin Stevenson. Accordian George McCallum. 

St. Andrew's Night, Mrs. Elizabeth Steward, Alva, gave an interesting toast to 'St. 
Andrew and Scotland', a pleasant Social Evening followed. 

The children were not forgotten, the outing to Perth was pure magic, even the auld yins 
had fun. Hallowe'en was voted a great success, water and treacle everywhere. 

Schools Competition was also up to standard, George Smith had Prof. J. D. Mac
Pherson, Annapolis with him, at the school. 

642. Rutherglen Burns Club. The Club held its Burns Supper on Monday, lOth 
January, 1983 to which President George Sinclair welcomed over ninety members and 
friends. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. John McKinnon, carried by J. V. P. James 
Morrow and the Address given by Past President Jack McLaren. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was given by Mr. George Anderson, Burns Federation President; toast to 'The Lasses' by 
Rev. Allan Bowie, M.A., to which Mrs. Anne Lockhart replied. President George Sinclair 
replied to the toast to 'The Club', which was proposed by Rev. Robert MacRobert. Burns 
songs were beautifully sung by Mrs. Eleanor McLean and David Maxwell, the ac
companist being Mrs. Muriel Ewing. 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and 'To a Mouse' were 
delightfully recited by Club bard, Past President Norman Brown. S.V.P. David Maxwell 
gave the vote of thanks. A most enjoyable evening was closed in the time honoured way by 
singing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

A most interesting programme had been arranged for Session 1982/83. In November 
S.V.P. David Maxwell was our speaker and his subject Burns and the Kilmarnock 
Edition, Mrs. John Gray illustrating this talk with Burns' songs. At our December 
Meeting Mr. Matthew Brown showed slides of the various farms where Burns had lived, 
and it was at Lochlea that he spent one of the happiest periods of his life. Rev. Ian 
Davidson of Kirkhill, Cambuslang, gave us a very detailed talk in February. His subject 
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Past-President Jack Mclaren addressing the Haggis at Rutherglen Burns Club's anniversary dinner. 
President George Sinclair and Junior Vice-President James Morrow look on . 

Photograph by Hugh Gibson, Strathclyde Studios 

was 'Burns and the Bible', in which he likened Burns to St. Paul. They had, he said, so 
much in common-their tremendous faith, their compassion for their fellowmen, and 
their great love and patriotism for the country of their birth. At our musical evening in 
March we were regaled with Burns songs and poems by visiting singers and our own 
members. Rutherglen Burns Club sponsored and organised a Burns Supper for the Hotel 
and Catering Institute, and several of our members visited the Ferguson and Anderson 
Home in Maryhill Glasgow and delighted the residents with Burns Songs and Poems. Our 
bus outing on Saturday, 2lst May, will visit Alloway, then on to Irvine where we would 
visit Burns Museum, by arrangement with the Irvine Burns Club. 

AN NE M . LOCKHART 

646. The Clear Winding Devon Burns Club, Alva. Club members and friends were 
welcomed by President Jim Shires, to the Anniversary Supper on Friday 28th January 
1983. The Haggis was piped in by Club Piper Mrs. Janet Snaddon, while Mrs . Ina Shires 
ably carried out the duties of Poosie Nansie, the Haggis was dutifully addressed by 
Honorary President Paul Kennedy. After Selkirk Grace by President Jim Shires an ex
cellent meal of traditional fare was served. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
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Tom Jackson, President of Sauchie Burns Club, who gave a very inspiring address on the 
Bard's life, and the great gift which was passed down to all mankind through his verse and 
song which was greatly appreciated by the company. The toast to 'The Lasses' was 
proposed by Mr. Frank Dawson B.E.M.T.P of Alloa and suitably replied by Mrs. Nancy 
Dawson other toasts honoured were 'The Club' Mr. Roy Ramage Secretary Ben Cleuch 
reply Mr. William Aitken 'Guests and Artistes' Vice-President John Anderson, reply Mr. 
Andrew Dawson President of Ben Cleuch Burns Club. 'Recitations Unpublished Poem' 
Mrs. Janet Snaddon 'Tam o' Shanter' Mr. John Anderson. The musical programme 
expertly sustained by Mrs. May McCann, Mrs. Dorothy Kendall. Mrs. Brian Smith 
favoured the company with Burns' songs. Mr. Andrew Dawson gave selections on the 
violin accompanied by Mrs. Margeret Ramage. Mr. George Burt proposed the votes of 
thanks. A collection on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns Houses was taken and raised the 
sum of £17. 

A Scotch Night was held instead of a St. Andrew's Night again proved to be very 
successful. Four other social evenings and a bingo tea were held during the season. 
Competition prizes were once again donated to Alva Academy. 

JANET SNADDON 

657. Fallin Gothenburg Burns Club. The Supper was held on Friday 28th January with 
70 + guests and members attending an excellent 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
P. Dickson from Kincardine and our resident Tam o' Shanter, Mr. B. Davidson gave his 
usual excellent performance. 

Since the last entry to the Chronicle we have enjoyed a visit from Clear Winding Devon 
(Alva) and also Gorebridge, both Clubs being old friends. The Annual Dinner Dance was 
held in September with St. Andrew's Night at the end of November. Our functions (or the 
whisky) seem to get better every year. 

JACK MILROY 

660. Langholm Ladies Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Eskdale Hotel, 
Langholm. The toast of the 'Immortal Memory' was given by the Rev. A. Cameron 
Gibson, M.R.C.V.S. the toast 'Town and Trade' was in the capable hands of Mr. E. C. 
Armstrong, M.B.E and 'The Lasses' by Dr. A. G. Brown these were replied to by Mr. W. 
Bell and Mrs. N. Turk. 'Tam o' Shanter' was recited by Miss Grace Brown. Solos of 
Burns' songs were much enjoyed. The toast to 'The Chief Guest' was given by Miss Grace 
Brown. Mrs. McBay our President was Chair person and the evening finished with singing 
'Auld Land Syne'. 

Our first meeting of the year is in October we cook our Hallowe'en meal ourselves and 
during our entertainment, toffee is handed round. This is a happy informal evening to 
help raise funds. 

2nd December 1982 was our 35th Anniversary Dinner. We held a dinner in the Crown 
Hotel when a cake and sherry was given. The toast was by D. Wilson Ogilvie of Dumfries 
who was our speaker that evening. We were also entertained by solos from Mr. Alec Pool. 

In February we hold our Bring and Buy Evening and hold a raffle. The slides and talk 
by Mrs. Morrison, one of our members, was much enjoyed. 

MRS. E. J. ANDERSON 

661. Leamington and Warwick Caledonian Society. The Annual Burns Supper was 
presided over by Mr. J. B. Nisbet. The toast of the evening was given by Dr. F. Burns and 
the Address to the Haggis was given by Mr. A. Kellas. The guests of the evening were the 
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Presidents of the Welsh and Yorkshire Societies. The musical arrangement was provided 
by Mrs. W. German. 

Supper Evenings have been held during the year including a Film Show, Holiday Slides, 
a talk by the Severn Trent Water Authority and 'The Radar Chain'. St. Andrew's Night 
was celebrated with a Dinner and Dance. There was also a Twelfth Night Party although 
not many attended a good night was had by all. 

I. T. S. HENDERSON 

664. West Kilbride Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held as always, on the 
Wednesday of the week of the Bard's birthday in the Seamill Hydro, our Club's 
headquarters. Our President, Mrs. Mary Deans, the first lady to achieve this honour, 
Chaired the dinner which was attended by 131 members, guests and friends . We were 
fortunate to have Samuel K. Gaw, a Burns Federation Past President, to propose the 
'Immortal Memory'. He gave a first class authoritative speech coupled with 'putting the 
record straight' about some of the widespread misconceptions of Robert Burns private 
life . The toast to 'The Lasses' was well proposed by Ardmond Kay and equally well 
responded by Mrs. Anne Wilkinson. The Haggis piped in, as usual, by Richmond Jolliffe, 
was addressed by Frank Bryson who also gave the reading of 'Tam O' Shanter' in ex
cellent traditional style . A selection of delightful songs were given by May Kidd and John 
Marshall accompanied by Nancy Butters. Also Graeme Innes, our youngest accordiansist 
aged eleven, gave us a lovely selection in classical style. The vote of thanks was proposed 
by Russell Hodge, our Vice-President, in his inimitable humorous style which rounded off 
yet another excellent dinner. 

West Kilbride Burns Club anniversary dinner: the line-up of office-bearers and guests includes Sam 
Gaw (second from right) , the principal speaker. 
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On a very sad note we suffered the great loss of three of our most senior members who 
are greatly missed for their life time of service-they are all Past Presidents-Bill 
Gourlay, Gordon Diack and Alistair Chisholm who was also our Hon. Vice-President. 

Our opening social on 13th October 1982 was a great success-'A Scottish Musical 
Evening' this was provided by members of our Committee and really set the scene for a 
successful season during which we recruited new members. At our Tattie and Herrin 

Supper on 10 November 1982 we had Largs Gaelic Choir to entertain us-fresh from their 
success of winning a Gold at the 1982 Mod. At the 8th December 1982 meeting our 
President, Mrs. M. Deans took us on a lovely illustrated talk across Canada by train. On 
9th February 1983 J. G. Sloan, a Past President gave us a most entertaining talk about 
Japan and instructive too coupled with Irish humour. The closing social on 9th March 
1982 was excellent when the Ardrossan Academy provided a Musical Evening by their 
young ladies and gentlemen of the very high talent we have come to expect over the years. 
Finally the high spot was probably when the B.B.C. invited twenty Committee Members 
to attend their 'Live' Russell Harty Show of an evening with Robert Burns at Culzean 
Castle, Ayrshire on 25th January 1982-A fabulous evening when the artistes each came 
personally to make us 'At Home' -They were Russell Harty, Moira Anderson and the 
producer. The remainder of the artistes said farewell to each as we left viz, Andrew 

Cruickshank, Bill Simpson and Iain Cuthbertson and not forgetting the famous Shotts 
and Dykehead Pipe Band. The B.B.C.'s hospitality was also very welcome on a cold 
winter's night. 

KENNETH W. BILLS 

681. Cronies Kilmarnock. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on l 9th January 1982 in 
the Labour Club Kilmarnock, the meal being very ably provided by ladies of the Labour 
Club. President Mrs. Jean McMillan welcomed a good turn out of members and friends. 
Guest speaker for the evening was Andrew Douglas Past President Dundonald Burns 
Club, who proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. The toast to 'The Lasses' was very well 
presented by Tom Raffel, manager of Burns Centre Alloway, Ayr, reply by Mrs. M. 

McKinlay of Ayr. Address to the Haggis given by Wm. Morrison, President Irvine Valley 
Burns Club. 

During the evening we had readings from Ernie Peacock and Wm. Morrison, songs 
from Marlene Malcolm and Mr. F. Hunter to the delight of the company. 

We regret to announce the passing of Mr. T. A. McMillan on 29th January 1983 after a 
long illness. 

Tony, as he was known to many was a very dedicated Burnsian, taking great interest in 
the work of the Bard. He was the Club President from 1969 to 1979 then Hon. President, 
also President of Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs 1979 to 1981. 

THOMAS A. LIND 

683. Stratford-upon-Avon and District Caledonian Society. Over 100 members and 
their guests attended the Burns Dinner held in the Falcon Hotel, Stratford-upon-Avon 
with the President, Miss Gladys M. Scott in the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. Gavin Scott Wilson Ph.D. (Stirling) and the toast 'The Town of Our 
Adoption' was proposed by Miss Ivy Scott M.A., B.A.(Glas.). The Haggis was piped in 
by our Honorary Piper, Mr. E. Cornet. 

We ran six social events during the year, a Ceilidh in March, the Hallowe'en Barn 
Dance in October. The St. Andrew's Haggis Supper and Dance in November, the 
Hogmanay Party in December and a Scottish Country Dance in February. A perfect 
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summer evening found us discovering delights of the Warwickshire countryside around 
Hampton-on-the-Hill followed by raspberries and cream in the village hall. Thirty 
members accompanied the President to The United Reformed Church, Stratford-upon
Avon for the annual St. Andrew's Church Service, this is always held in the respective 
President's own church. 

696. Whitley Bay and District Society of St. Andrew. The President, Dr. David L. 
Wilson, and his wife welcomed one hundred and seventy two members and friends to our 
45th Annual Dinner at the Rex Hotel, Whitley Bay on Friday 28th January, 1983. The 
Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress of North Tyneside and the Sunderland Burns Club 
President and Secretary were our guests. The Haggis, carried by the hotel chef, was piped 
in by Piper Colin Smith with Mr. Bill Fairfull carrying the all-important bottles, and 
addressed by Mr. Bob Easson. The Orator, Mr. W. Pollock, a pharmacist, displayed an 
elequent mastery of Burns' poetry in proposing the 'Immortal Memory' to illustrate the 
poet's message of freedom, dignity and brotherhood. Mr. Angus MacEachen, Junior 
Vice-President, proposed a toast to the Orator. Mr. Douglas M. McFarlane, Senior Vice
President, ably proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and Mrs. Ada Wilson's reply included 
quoting Burns 1792 work, 'The Rights of Women'. The Toast Master was Mr. J. W. 
Dobbie. The evening finished with general dancing to the George Rowell Band. 

Other events-included President's At Home to start the new session, a Hallowe'en 
dance, the St. Andrew's Ball, Church Service on 28th November, Christmas Dance, Scots 
Night in February, and a Dance in March to conclude the session. Members will also be 
attending the North East Burns Federation Ceilidh in April. 

MRS. JEAN SCOTT 

699. Choppington Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner Dance was held in the 
Choppington Welfare on 22nd January 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Dr. 
John Brown. President of Bedlington Burns Club. The Haggis was carried by John 
Godden and piped in by Piper Bill Finalyson and addressed by Mr. T. Routledge. The 
toast 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. Ron Allison with a reply by Mrs. J. Oliver. 
Recitations of Burns poems given Mr. A. Easton. The rest of the evening was spent 
dancing to Jock Weir and his band. 

Gentlemen's Night in the Northumberland Arms Bedlington 2nd October 1982, 
Hallowe'en Buffet Dance Choppington Welfare 23rd October 1982, St. Andrew's Buffet 
Dance in the Choppington Welfare on 27th November 1982, Ladies Night Buffet Dance in 
the Choppington Welfare on 5th March 1983. The A.G.M. held in the Bedlington Terrier 
hotel on lOth April 1983 and Summer Buffet Dance in the Choppington Welfare 7th May. 

JOHN E GODDEN 

701. Detroit Burns' Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on 29th January 1983, 
and a very enjoyable evening was had by members and friends. President Quigley's 
opening remarks followed the singing of the anthems by Matt Bryson. Club Piper George 
Killen piped in the Haggis and a precedent was set by Mrs. Beck Tait who carried the 
Haggis which was addressed by Hugh Ringland. James McDougal gave a beautiful in
vocation after which dinner was served. The address to 'The Lasses' was given by John 
Philliben and the reply by Ms. Agnes Norrie, both were well received and applauded. Our 
guest speaker for the 'Immortal Memory', by popular request, was the same as in 1982, 
Dr. Jim Connor from London, Ontario. Dr. Jim once again held the attention of his 
audience and received a heart warming ovation for a wonderful address. The en-
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tertainment part of the evening was conducted by Johnston Cummings and the en
tertainers gave a wonderful performance: they included young Scottish dancers Miss A. 

Mittig, Miss Heather and Sheila Cummings, Scottish Tenor Ronnie Bell, accompanist 
Mrs. Shirley Cummings and to the delight of a predominatly Scottish audience 10 
members of the Windsor Pipe Band. A Burns Night that will long be remembered. 

As in past years the Club had a bus trip to Alma Highland Games. Many years ago, 
Alma was a settlement of Scottish Emigrants and is aptly named 'Scotland U.S.A.' an 
enjoyable outing. The annual picnic was another day to be remembered when we were 
joined by a bus load from London, Ontairo Burns Club, who, the previous evening had 
entertained members of the Detroit Club at their Motel. The wreath laying ceremony at 
Cass Park in Detroit was well attended and after the ceremony Club members adjourned 
to Secretary Philliben's home to honour Scotland's Bard in traditional style. 

JOHN M. PHILLIBEN 

706 North Lindsey Scots' Society. It has been a good year under the leadership of Mr. 
Gibbon. The Presidents of Retford, Grimsby and Gainsborough attended the President's 
Reception. The company totalled 65 and the space for almost three times that might have 

been a little airy but it was a wonderful party and went with a swing. Those present en
joyed the meal and all those able joined in with the dancing. The band excelled itself and 
our Piper Mr. Chesman set the spirit from the start with the welcome piping at the en
trance. 

St. Andrew's night was an excellent evening with 96 present. The Rev. Bidmead ably 
proposed the toast. There was a good spirit, good food and good attendance. 

There were 147 present at the Burns' Dinner with Mr. A. Allen proposing the main 
toast. Our oldest Past President, Mrs. Lindley was 100 years old and a basket of fruit was 
on view which our President later delivered to her. The hotel had gained its three stars that 
day and was in a party mood. The Haggis was made by the Scottish chef who also com
posed the sweet. It was a good evening which was enjoyed. 

The Humberside Scots Societies County Ball was held on the 30th April, 1982 in Hull 
and attended by 55 from our Society. This was a grand event and it was decided to offer to 
hold it in Scunthorpe in 1983, with our Society hosting it. This is to be at the Baths Hall on 
Friday, 29th April. Mr. McDougall and Mr. Matthews have represented us on the Ball 
Committee with other members being co-opted as required. 

We have had our usual three informal evenings, children enjoying especially the Family 
Evening and New Year Party. We have also enjoyed a Cheese and Home-made wine 
evening, which raises funds rapidly. 

We have admitted three new members during the year and sadly lost a few, some of the 
younger families, especially moving away from our rather sad town. 

711. Victorian Scottish Union. The Brunswick Scottish Society (affiliated with 
V.S.U.L) held their Annual Burns Dinner on Saturday 19th February in the Masonic Hall 
with a near capacity crowd in attendance. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
G. Rhind and in his lead up speech to the toast, he gave one of the best and moving 
renditions delivered for many years. Among the guests was the Mayor of Brunswick, 
Councillor W. Maloney who in his speech referred to the recent devastation caused by the 
tragic bush fires, but he said one of the most touching moments came on the morning 
after when the people were sifting through their remains of their houses up the street 
marched a Piper in full regalia playing 'Scotland The Brave' and at once the spirits of 
those people were uplifted. 
164 



The Victorian Scottish Union Annual Conference held in Melbourne and the host 
Society was Clan McDonald, a very enjoyable weekend took place, with delegates from 
around Victoria attending, ending with a Church Service at St. Giles in Hawthorn. 

721. The Plymouth Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 22nd January 
1983. 121 members and friends were welcomed by the President to the Upper Circle 
Restaurant at Dingles, Plymouth. The principal guests were the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress, Councillor and Mrs. M. Scott. The Loyal Toast and the 'Address to The 
Haggis' were proposed by Mr. Joe Main Honorary President. The Haggis was piped in by 
Mr. Peter Giles. To add to the atmosphere, the company were entertained by Mr. Cecil 
Macfarlan-Smith who sang 'The Star O' Rabbie Burns'. The Dinner was followed by 
dancing including Scottish Reels etc. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to May, buffet dances at Hallowe'en and 
a Lassies Night in February. The end of the season Buffet/Dance was held in March. 
During the summer a mini-bus outing took place and a number of members enjoyed an 
afternoon and evening trip into Cornwall with a visit to the American Miniature Railway 
at Dobwalls. Various other places of interest were visited and on the way home in the 
evening a stop was made at a suitable hostelry where a meal and a wee dram were taken 
care of. The outing was enjoyed by all who attended. 

JOSEPH BRYANT MAIN 

725. Ben Cleuch Burns Club. Douglas McEwan, President, welcomed a full house of 
members and guests to our thirty-third Anniversary Dinner in the Bridge Hotel, 
Tillicoultry, on Saturday, 22nd January. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Rev. Peter Brodie, Minister of St. Mungo's Parish Church, Alloa and ex
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Dr. Brodie spoke with his 
customary eloquence, holding his audience's attention with a well balanced mixture of 
fact, opinion and humour. Those listening readily responded to the invitation of Sandy 
Sinclair, Vice-President, to show their appreciation of a fine speech. Mr. John McLennan 
proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' with considerable wit and Douglas Dawson suitably 
replied on behalf of the fair sex. Other speeches were made by Andrew Dawson, Bill 
Tainsh and Ron Noble. 

A very successful St. Andrew's Night was held in the Bridge Hotel on 27th November. 
The main speaker was Mr. James Mathieson who gave a hilarious talk on Scottish 
Humour. Thereafter, Sandy Sinclair took over and compered an enjoyable programme of 
song and dance. 

ROY RAMAGE 

726. Melbourne Burns Club. The Burns anniversary dinner was held at the Malvern 
Town Hall on 28th January. Although the numbers were down a bit on previous years, all 
agreed that it was a great night. Our President, Mrs. Heather Clement, said the Grace, 
and welcomed the official guests, Mrs. Hill, Vice-President of the Victorian Scottish 
Union, and Mr. Hill, a Past-President of the Victorian Scottish Union. Pipe Major Jean 
Schrank piped in the Haggis in her usual capable manner. The Haggis was proudly carried 
by Mr. Sid Graham, escorted by two young Highland dancers, grand-children of Mrs. 
Schrank. The Great Chieftan o' the Puddin-race was addressed in fine voice by Mrs. L. 
Mitchell. The 'Immortal Memory' toast was proposed by Mr. Tom Paterson, a well-known 
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The 1982-3 Committee of the Melbourne Burns Club. Left to right: Richard Fowler, Cath Lewin, Colin 
McKenzie, Mavis Mitchell, Heather Clement, Stella Brown, Tom Graham, Marion Strachan, Andrew 
McDonald and Mary Knox. 

Photograph by John Waterhouse 

speaker on the life and works of Burns. He received ovations for his humorous quotations 
and penetrating observations. Miss Eunice McGowan entertained with some Burns songs, 
accompanied by Miss Celia Rowley who also performed solo pianoforte pieces. Some old 
time and Scottish dancing to the foot-tapping music of Mr. Bill Marsh and his piano
accordion was greatly enjoyed. The Secretary read greetings from a number Burns Clubs 
in Scotland, Canada, New Zealand, America and Australian States. The toast to 'The 
Lasses', raised by Mr. R. Fowler, was responded to by Mrs. C. Lewin, who followed up 
with a toast to 'The Laddies'. Mr. T . Graham, a Past-President, proposed the toast to the 
'Visitors and Artists' and Mr.Hill responded. Mr. A. McDonald, Master of Ceremonies, 
brought the evening to its close by calling for Auld Land Syne. 

A bus picnic to Castlemaine in September 1982 was greatly enjoyed by all who took 
part. Members and friends were taken on an interesting tour of historic buildings and the 
grave of Sarah Burns Campbell, a descendant of the poet, was visited. The annual 
ceremony at the Burns statue took place on 23rd January . Wreaths were laid by Mrs. 
Clement and Mrs. Brown, and passers-by were motivated to join the group by the pipe 
music of Peter Windsor and the talks given by several members. 

First prize in the Win Graham Memorial competition was won by Rosaria Grannoew of 
Kildara College, Malvern. The success of this Burns essay competition continues largely 
through the collaboration between the Education Department and Mr. T. Graham, Past
President (unrelated to the late Win Graham). Mr. Graham always makes one of the 
official party presenting the prizes. 

STELLA M. BROWN 

740. Thorntree Mystic Burns Club. Thorntree Mystic Burns Club held their annual 
Burns Supper in Masonic Hall, Prestonpans, on Saturday, 22nd January, 1983. President, 
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Mr. Andrew Honeysett welcomed a large attendance. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. 
Andrew Muir, and addressed by Mr. William Davie. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed in a most interesting and able manner by Mr. William Tait. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was submitted in a most humerous manner by Mr. Alex. Chambers, and the toast 
to 'Oor Ain Club' was given by Mr. John Reid. Recitations were given by Mr. Jim Tait, 
Mr. A. Tait, Mr. John Tait, and Mr. William Tait. Songs were rendered by Mr. J. Bell, 
Mr. J. Jefferies who were accompanied by Mr. W. Gilchrist. Mr. R. Anderson entertained 
the company with his fiddle, and Mr. James Dodds gave a selection on the accordion. A 
vote of thanks was given by Mr. L. Pidduck. 

Thorntree Mystic Burns Club held their annual St. Andrew's Night in the Masonic Hall, 
Prestonpans, on Saturday, 27th November, 1982, when the President, Mr. Andrew 
Honeysett, welcomed a mixed company. After a most enjoyable dinner, Mr. Clifford F. 
Parr, delivered the toast to 'Caledonia' in a most able manner. The toast to the 'Women 
of Scotland' was proposed by Mr. John Burns, and replied to by Mrs. Nan Campbell. 
Songs were rendered by Mrs. Betty Wilson, Mrs. T. Walker, and Mr. Alan Borthwick. 
They were accompanied by Mr. Robert Hooker. Recitations were given by Mr. A. 
Williams and Mr. C. F. Parr, and Mr. R. Anderson gave a selection on the fiddle. At the 
close of the evening a vote of thanks was given by Mr. William Davie. 

MR. DAVID PHILLPS 

743. The Romford Scottish Association. Nearly 100 members and friends were 
welcomed by President Ron Miller at our Burns Anniversary Dinner on 2lst January 
1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Peter Grant M.A. The evening was 
an outstanding success and much enjoyed by all who attended. The guest list included the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Havering. 

We opened our season with our President's Reception and Dance on the 25th Sep
tember, 1982 where again the Mayor and Mayoress of Havering honoured us by their 
presence. Also on our guest list were the Presidents and their Ladies from three of our 
neighbouring Scottish Societies. We had our usual Church Service at Foxearth on the 
occasion of the Harvest Festival. We have had two very successful Ceilidhs and two en
joyable Reel Club dances during the season. We also supported functions run by other 
Scottish Societies in the area. 

W. B. CHAMPION 

745. Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society. The Annual Celebration 
Supper and Dance was held in the Brandling House, Gosforth Park Racecourse, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, on 28th January when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Mr. Fred Sinden of Darlington. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. Jack Gardener 
and was replied to by Mrs. Anne Forsyth. The Haggis was piped in by our own Piper, Mr. 
Michael Harper, and was addressed by our President, Mr. Alex. Frood. Songs were sung 
by Mr. Keith Stewart accompanied by Mrs. Gillian Stewart. 

Other events included the President's Reception in September, the St. Andrew's Dinner 
and Ball, a New Year Dance, a Spring Ball, Informal Dances and Social Evenings and a 
Bus Outing visiting Floors Castle. 

AC McGREGOR 

748. Uplawmoor Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Hotel, Uplawmoor, 
on the 2lst January, 1983, when there was a full turn-out of members and friends. 
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Colonel J. F. Kerr Grieve proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. The songs and readings were 
of the usual high standard and the evening was enjoyed by everyone. 

The Eric McQueen Memorial Competition for a painting on the Life and Works of 
Robert Burns was well supported by the children in the Parish under fourteen years of 
age. The Committee had difficulty in selecting the winners because of the high standard. 

The Primary School Burn's Competition provided us with a most entertaining evening 
and the high standard of singing and recitation made the task of determining the winners 
extremely difficult. We are most grateful to Mrs. MacGillvray and her staff for all they 
have done to encourage the children of Uplawmoor Primary School to take part in this 
competition. 

JOHNW . WRIGHT 

763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. Our annual Burns Supper was held on 28th 
January 1983 at Painthorpe House Country Club where the President Mrs. Mae Wood 
welcomed 150 guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. Wilson Ogilvie in 
true Burnsian style. Mrs. Wilson Ogilvie was also present. The toast of 'The Toon we Bide 
In' was proposed by our Vice-President Mrs. Isobel Walker and the Mayor of Wakefield, 
Councillor C. L. Croxall J.P., replied. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. L. 
G. Clark and Mrs. Catherine Ellis responded. Mr. W. Leggeat was master of ceremonies 
and a very good evening was enjoyed by all. 

Top table at Wakefield Caledonian Society's Burns Supper includes principal speaker, D. Wilson 
Ogilvie and Mrs. Ogilvie from Dumfries. Seated at the front (left to right) are Mr. Wood, Mrs. Wood 
(President) and the Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Wakefield. 
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A successful year has seen Wakefield Caledonian Society winning once again the 
Renwick Vickers Cup for Bowls which is an annual event in the calendar of the Yorkshire 
District of the Burns Federation. Other successful events were a Hallowe'en party, a 
Cheese and Wine dance for St. Andrew's Day and a Yuletide Dance. A very pleasant 
evening of slides and music was much enjoyed. 

MRS E. YOUNG 

768. Auchterdeen Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The Club held their 72nd Annual Supper 
in No. 1 Gothenburg, Bowhill on Saturday 22nd January 83. Mr. Thomas Mcintrye, 
President, welcomed 74 members and guests amongst whom, were Mr. T. Riley and Mr. 
J. Couser, guests from Cardenden Old Folks Shelter. Mr. W. Anderson and Mr. Mungo 
Grieve were guests from Bowhill Peoples Burns Club. The Haggis was piped in by Club 
Piper Mr. K. Chatham and addressed by Mr. J. Adams. An excellent meal was served up 
by the Gotherburg Catering Staff, after which the songs and recitations were performed 
by those present. One of our young and promising members Mr. James Torbitt rendered 
an excellent toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of our beloved Bard. 'Tam o' Shanter' was 
given in a most entertaining style, by Mr. R. Fleming and Mr. D. McLean was equally 
good with 'Holy Willie'. During the evening, the members and guests entertained the 
company with the poems and songs written by Rabbie himself. Nae doubt he would have 
been as proud to hear them as we were to enact them. The evening closed with a vote of 
thanks to the President, and the company performing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The Club members also held the Hallowe'en Supper at which 65 members were present. 
In August, 1982 our Annual Mixed Drive visited Dundee Lochee Burns Club where we 
were treated in excellent fashion. During the year we held our 'Pie and Pints Socials' at 
regular intervals. 

JOHN COMBE 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. Fifteen Past Presidents of the Club were among the 
goodly company of members and friends assembled in the St. Nicholas Hotel, Prestwick, 
for the 29th Annual Supper on 25th January. The Chairman for the evening, Vice
President Cronie Campbell McBlane, read messages of greeting from a number of sister 
Clubs and from the President of the Burns Federation, Mr. George Anderson. The toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Cronie Ernie Campbell, who 
said that in pledging the poet's Immortal Memory we were really passing judgement, not 
on Burns, but on ourselves. We were reminding ourselves of our duty to keep the 
knowledge and love of his poetry, and of the country of which he wrote, alive in our 
generation, and to pass it on to those who came after us, as part of their heritage. No 
nation's culture could be passive and live. Other toasts: the proposer of the 'Immortal 
Memory', Cronie R. P. Risk; 'Prestwick Burns Club', Cronie A. Hood; 'Scotia', Cronie 
J. Robertson; 'The Lasses', Cronie G. Watson; 'Chairman and Artistes', Cronie W. 
Welsh. Having earlier addressed the Haggis, Cronie David Johnston recited 'Tam o' 
Shanter' in fine style. Others who contributed to an excellent programme were Cronies 
Peter Hynd, Jack Milliken, Jack Law, Hugh Law, Alex Purdon, Bill Baines, Bob 
McQuaker, Ian Moffat, Willie McConnell and Willie Reid. The accompanist was George 
Sinclair, L.R.A.M. and the Piper Bert Fleming. 

Not for the first time, Mauchline was the chosen venue for the Club's annual summer 
outing in June, 1982. A halt was made at Failford where some of the party visited the 
monument which stands near the spot where Burns and his Highland Mary exchanged 
Bibles over the Fail Burn. At Mauchline the party split up to visit such places of interest a~ 
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the Burns Monument, and the Burns House, where the poet and Jean Armour lived when 
they were first married. Another source of interest was the 'Kirkyaird' containing the last 
resting places of several of Burns's contemporaries such as 'Daddy, Auld and 'Clockie 
Brown. The centre for the 'nichts ongauns' was the Jean Armour Restaurant, where Mr. 

Bill Gray, Past President of the Mauchline Burns Club gave a warm welcome to the 
company. An excellent meal was followed by a delightful programme of story, songs and 
poems which was fully up to the Club's usual high standard. The annual bowling match 
against their friends of Prestwick Cricket Club took place a week later. On November 27, 

the Cronies, this time with their wives and invited guests, celebrated with the annual St. 
Andrew's Night dinner dance which was also held in the St. Nicholas Hotel. A cabaret 
performed by members of the Club was followed by dancing for which the music was 
provided by Jimmy McEwan and his band. 

Among interesting features of the 1982/83 Syllabus were talks by Cronie James Mccrae 
on 'Ancestry of the Bard'; Mr. William McClure, principal teacher of English at Prest
wick Academy, on 'The Scottish Novel'; 'Kyle and Carrick' by Mr.Ken Andrew, writer 
and photographer; and Jim Clark a founder President of Dairy Burns Club who gave an 
interesting talk on a subject in which he is well versed-'The Waverley'. 

As always the Cronies were in great demand, from December to February, as speakers 
or entertainers, to Burns Clubs, social clubs and other organisations, in the town, the 
surrounding area, and towns and villages within the outwith the boundaries of Ayrshire. 

WILLIAM WELSH 

773. Cumnock Cronies Burns Club. The Club held their annual Burns Supper on the 
Sth February 1983, at the Dumfries Arms Hotel, Cumnock, where 100 Cronies attended 
to hear the Rev. James Currie propose the 'Immortal Memory'. The master of ceremonies 
was our President Mr. William Hall. The Haggis was Piped in by our regular Piper Mr. 
James Faulds and the Haggis was donated by Halls of Brox burn, and addressed by Mr. 

Alex Rutherford. The top table:-Rev. James Currie-the 'Immortal Memory'; Mr. R. 
Lawrence- 'the Drouthie Cronies'; Mr. J. Black-'The Lasses'; Mr. A. Cunningham

reply to 'The Lasses'; Mr. P. Smith-'Hon. President'; and Mr. W. Hall-'President'. 
Mr. R. Lawrence spoke on the Burns Memorial Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire, for which 
our Club raised the sum of £87, on the night by donations. During the 'Immortal 
Memory', the speaker referred to Robert Burns, as never having penned any lines 
regarding the Isle of Arran. 

J GRAHAM 

784. Kelso Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the dining room of the Ednam 
House Hotel, Kelso, when a record capacity of 117 lusty gentlemen were present (in
cluding two in crutches). The Chairman for the evening was Jim McFarlane and an ex
cellent and racy 'Memory' was proposed by Ian MacGregor Chairman of the Partick 
Burns Club and also Chairman of the Scottish Ruby Union Selectors Committee. He was 
most ably supported with a rollicking toast to 'The Lasses' from Gerry Adams, Secretary 
of the Hawick Rugby Football Club. Both of these gentlemen are school teachers and they 
had certainly done their homework. The Haggis was piped in by Tom Raeburn and ad
dressed by Oliver Wight-the fact that he is now well over seventy does not deter Oliver in 
the slightest and he gave an excellent 'Bits Frae Burns' in the official part of the 
programme together with further poetry in the 'aftermath'. 

ROBERT DONALDSON 
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President Frank Simpson and Mrs. Simpson welcoming the Deputy Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Thamesdown at Swindon and District's anniversary dinner, as Pipe-Major Jimmy McGinn plays them 
in . 

Copyright Wiltshire Newspapers Ltd 

791. Swindon and District Caledonian Society. On Friday 28th January 1983 at the 
Wiltshire Hotel , Swindon approximately 150 members and friends attended . The 
President Frank Simpson welcomed the Deputy Mayor of Thamesdown and the Deputy 
Mayoress. John Walton proposed the toast the ' Land We Live In' and the Deputy Mayor 
of Thamesdown replied. Stroma Davies, proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Alex Shand 
gave the toast to 'The Lasses' and lnelka Street replied. Ian Lithgow gave the address to 
the Haggis which was piped in by Pipe Major Jimmy McGinn. A mixture of dancing 
followed. 

Our St. Andrew's Night dinner dance is a very popular evening. We try to maintain a 
mixture of entertainments for our members and our evenings are well supported. Our two 
Scottish dancing classes in the Swindon area have a healthy membership . 

MRS. BARBARA BAYNE 

803. Bowhill Peoples Burns Club. The 43rd Annual Burns Supper was held in Bowhill 
No. I, Goth on Saturday 29th January. Mr. Hugh Docherty presided. A total of 108 
members and friends attended. Mr. Willie Johnston addressed the Haggis . Mrs . Moran 
was Poosie Nansie. Piper was P. Reilley. Secretary James Ewan gave the 'Selkirk Grace' . 
Mr. Hugh Docherty introduced guests from Bowhill Jolly Beggars and also the speakers 
for the evening. A badge of office recently acquired was presented to Mr. Docherty. 
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Previous Presidents Mr. John Murdoch and Mr. James Gillies their names were inscribed 
on same. Mr. W. Sharkey opened the entertainment with the singing of 'There Was a 
Lad'. Main toasts were the 'Immortal Memory', Mr. Kenneth Dron, Rector of Brechin 
High. Toast 'Peace and the People', Councillor Henry McLeish, Glenrothes toast to 'The 
Lasses' Mr. Campbell Hewson. Appreciation Mr. Chas. Bowman. A total of 25 songs and 
11 recitations were performed. Groups gave an excerpt from 'The Jolly Beggar', 'The 
Ploughman' was Sung and also 'Willie Brewed'. Performing throughout the evening were: 
Mrs. Alex Abercrombie, J. Blarney, J. Ewan, J. Paterson, W. Adie, T. Hopton, W. 
Arnott, M. Grieve, A. Thomson, R. Garmory, M. Hopton, W. Johnston, W. Dawson, E. 
Wilson, C. Murray, D. Arthur, R. Buchan, A. Archibald, N. Watters, T. Campbell, J. 
McDermid, J. Adams, J. McEwan, J. Kerr, W. Alsop, J. Conway. Accompanists C. 
Reddick, G. Clark, W. Mcintyre. 

A social evening was held jointly in honour of Professor Toshio Namba, Japan who 
won the hearts of all he met during his visit and Dr. Gordon Greig and his wife from 
Australia. Dr. Greig was very active in the Club before emigrating-Plates inscribed with 
Burns works etc were presented to same from the Club to commemorate their visit. Socials 
and dances throughout the season were the Opening Social, Prize Draw and Dance and 
Closing Social. 

The Club party entertained at Burns Suppers and Concerts throughout the county of 
Fife at Clubs and Church organisations etc. A total of fifteen in all. 

Burns Competitions were held in Lochgelly and Cardenden for primary schoolchildren. 
The competitions were a great success. Book prizes were presented to winners. The 
monthly meetings held in the Railway Tavern Bowhill have been very well attended 
throughout the season. Visitations last year were a combined evening with Irvine Lassies, 
Coventry Jolly Beggars and Bowhill Peoples Burns Club and a visit to Lochee Burns Club 
by members and wives was a success. A children Burns Supper was held in Lochgelly 
Centre by primary schoolchildren. Mr. Charles Kennedy organised and chaired the 
evening. Mr. Abe Train Past President gave a talk to parents and children present. 

JAMES EWAN 

808. Pontefract & District Caledonian Society. Our Burns Supper was held this year at 
a new venue, Went Bridge House at Wentbridge on Friday 28th January 1983. The event 
was very well attended and a good night was had by all. The meal was excellent (Scotch 
Beef) served piping hot and very quickly on such a cold night. Mr. Alexander J. McHardy 
addressed the Haggis in the time honoured way and the 'Immortal Memory' was given by 
our Vice-President Mr. Thomas L. Cumming. 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. J. A. Wallis 
and reply by his wife, Hazel. The evening continued with dancing and our pipe band gave 
us their usual high class performance of well loved Scottish tunes, a very successful 
evening and we booked the venue for next years function. 

Our first event on the calendar last year was our sherry morning held on July 4th 1982 
at Wentbridge House; a very enjoyable morning with the Pipe Band playing for us on the 
lawn outside. We also tried a car rally but not many turned up due to other functions. Our 
bowls team finished second at Baildon on 12th June 1982 in torrential rain. Our 
Presidents evening and St. Andrew's Nights were both well attended and very enjoyable. 
We tried a new venture in a Hallowe'en party in fancy dress, very enjoyable and one to be 
repeated in 1983. Our last event was a film show of Scottish Films. A good turn out and 
very pleasant evening. Our next event is another new venture namely a 'Cookery 
Demonstration' hope all goes well. 

FRANK HIORNS 
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809. Allanton Jolly Beggars. On Saturday, 22nd January 1983 our Club held their 
26th Annual Burns Supper. Members and friends were warmly welcomed by President 
Robert Benson. An excellent toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Ian 
Murray Vice-President which had the audience enthralled. The Haggis and cratur were 
carried in by Robert Waddell and Arnold Roberts led by Piper William Barr and ad
dressed by Abe Train. Grace was rendered by Mrs. E. Train, 'The Lasses' was toasted by 
Mr. A. Blair and replied to by Mrs . Jean Woods. Mr. A. Torrance proposed the toast 
'Our Visitors' and Mr. G. Gray suitably replied. The reader for the evening was Mr. R. 
Dewar. Soloists were Mrs. A. Picnering, Mrs. F. Buddy, Mr. A. Train, Mr. C. Dunbar. 
The accompanist was Betty Pearson. A comprehensive vote of thanks was given by Mrs. 
Kay Blair . 

On Saturday 16th October 1982. Our Club held another successful Supper Dance. An 

Inter-Visitation was held on Saturday l 3th November and was attended by four local 
Burns Clubs. The Annual Schools Competition was held in St. Brigid's Primary, 
Newmains and attracted a large entry from five schools within the district. 

MRS. HELEN WAD DELL 

834. St. Andrew's Society (Altrincham, Sale and District). An excellent speech by Mr. 
Tom Blair who proposed the 'Immortal Memory' started the evening on a fine note, Roy 

The President of the St . Andrew's Society of Altrincham, Sale and District, Lieut-Cdr. George 

Booth, and Mrs. Booth with their guests, the Mayor of Trafford, Councillor Dan Sullivan and the 

Lady Mayoress, Mr . and Mrs. Tom Blair and Pipers John Bowen and N. Melling. 
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Allen in proposing 'The Lasses' introduced a few well known snatches of music into his 
speech. While a very witty toast to 'Our Guests' came from Alan Shaw. The reply to this 
by Councillor Dan Sullivan, Mayor of Trafford, brought the house down. Lt./Cdr 
George Booth, the Society President handled the evening's proceedings in his inimitable 
manner. An excellent traditional meal, fine playing by our two Scots Guards Association 
Pipers and dancing to our favourite orchestra rounded off an evening which, in the words 
of one guest, could not be faulted. 

The Hogmanay dinner dance was a great success after a sherry reception and a fine 
meal. The revels continued until midnight when 'Black Bun' and shortbread was 
distributed. Prior to the piping in the New Year by Piper Roy Paisley one young lady had 
a pleasant surprise when on finding a 'lucky saxpence' in her black bun was able to ex
change this for a bottle of champagne. The seasons events ended on March 11 with the 
President's Evening again a good meal and some lovely singing by Mrs. Jean Griffiths was 
appreciated by all. 

H. EDWARD CROWTHER 

839. Coldstream Burns Club. The 95th Annual Celebration Supper was held in the 
Hotel Majicado on Friday 21st January, presided over by Chairman J. M. Davidson, 
B.Sc. The weather this year was very much in our favour, but owing to an epidemic of 
influenza prevented some twenty members from attending. The Chairman welcomed the 
eighty four members assembled. The 'Selkirk Grace' was said by the Secretary, Bill 
Jackson, and all settled down to enjoy the meal, headed by the Scotch Kail. Then followed 
the ceremony of the entry of the Haggis. To the strain of the pibroch led by Piper Bill 
Kinghorn, the Haggis carried high by the Hotel owner, Jim Patterson, resplendent in his 
Chef's outfit, and Mr. Wylie Turnbull addressed the Haggis in his own inimitable way. 
The Chairman duly handed over the traditional drams and everyone toasted 'The Haggis'. 
A super Haggis, (Coldstream Special) was served along with the tatties and mashed neeps, 
which acccompanied by the traditional dram, was enjoyed by everyone. Two further 
courses followed which laid the foundation for yet another jolly night. After a brief in
terval, the National Anthem was sung, and the Loyal Toast proposed by the Chairman, 
who also proposed the toast to 'Our Imperial Forces'. The Secretary conveyed the many 
fraternal greetings from kindred Clubs, affiliated societies and from many absent friends 
from all over the world including Japan. This, as always, is a great joy to our Club 
members, and makes one so proud of our association with Burnsiana. In our particular 
case in Coldstream, this applies to our many English friends who are members of our 
Club. 'Scots Wha Hae' was sung and then our Chairman introduced our guest speaker, 
Hugh Douglas, Author and Broadcaster from Peterborough. Mr. Douglas is no stranger 
to the Borders. Two years ago the BBC re-traced the Bard's tour of the Borders and made 
a wonderful recording while visiting the various placed en route including his visit to 
Coldstream, where Burns crossed the bridge into England for the fi~st time, turned to face 
his native Scotland, and on bended knee, recited the first four lines of the 20th verse of 
'The Cotters Saturday Night', 'O, Scotia My Dear My Native Soil'. Mr. Douglas acted as 
narrator for this recording. His 'Immortal Memory' was a joy to listen to and the 
members whoed their appreciation by giving him a standing ovation. Members remained 
standing while Piper Kinghorn played the 'Lament'. 'There was a Lad' was sung by the 
company, and then the programme of entertainment continued. The following toasts were 
ably given in this order: 'Burns Clubs the World Oer', Mr. David Douglas. 'The Land We 
Live In', Mr. Norman Thomson. 'The Toon We Live In', Mr. Jim Leifer. 'The Lasses O', 
Mr. Bill Purves, 'Prosperity to our Club', Mr. Robert Tait. 'Our Chairman' Mr. Wm. 
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Top table at Coldstream Burns Club's annual dinner. Front row: James McGregor, Hugh Douglas, 

James Davidson, David Thomson, David Douglas. Back row: Bill Jackson, Bill Purves, Jim Liefer, 

Norman Thomson, Robert Tait and William Clinton. 

Clinton. Traditional songs were sung by, Mr. David Thomson, Mr. Jack Purves, and Mr. 
Bobby Hanlon. Recitations by Mr. Wylie Turnbull, Mr. Bill Purves, Mr. Reg. Fairbairn, 
and Mr. James McGregor. The latter just 87 years old. The Chairman wound up the 
evenings programme, and thanked everyone who had contributed to yet another enjoyable 
'Nicht Wi' Burns', with a special thanks to Mr. Jim and Mrs. Patterson for the exquisite 
meal, and for the very efficient service which was provided. The evening was brought to a 
close with the singing of' Auld Lang Syne'. 

The Ladies Night which was to have taken place on Friday 11 th February had to be 
cancelled on the morning of owing to snow. 

842. 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns Club. We had a very successful Burns Supper this year, 
it was held at the Y. W .C.A. with 140 in attendance. The Haggis was piped in by our own 
Piper Mr. Jim McNeil, it was carried in by our second youngest member, Master James 
Little and the address was made by Mr. Bill Campbell, who also honoured us by giving us 
his rendering of 'Holy Wullies' Prayer' to the delight of all present. 'The Star of Rabbie 
Burns' was sung by Mr.Tom Milne, President of Galt Burns Club. After the meal and 
speeches we had a wonderful time, dancing to the music of Mr. Bill Clyde and his band. 
Last but not least, we wish to give a special thank you to Mr. Humphrey McDonald Bard 
of the Detroit Club, who with his lovely wife Mary, travelled to Hamilton, to delight us 
with his own unique 'Immortal Memory'. Thanks to all the Clubs who sent us greetings 
for our Burns Supper, it was well appreciated. 
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On 24th July 1982, the members of our Club were invited to a picnic, at our Past 
President's Country Cottage at Featherstone Point. About 20 members accepted the 
invitation of Bill and Margaret Lambie. We all had a wonderful outing. On the 11 th, I 2th 
and 13th of June 1982, we had the honour of hosting the North American Conference. It 
was held in the McMasters University. There were 60 visitors and we are very proud to 
announce it was a tremendous success and we were commended for our hospitality and 
organisation by various visiting Clubs. There were representation from six different 
Clubs, including visitors from America. On September the Club moved to a new hall. We 
did lose a few members by moving, but are attracting new members, and the Club is now 
flourishing. Also, we had a representation of five of our members who travelled to 
Scotland for the September Conference. They gave us a wonderful report on all the ac
tivities. It looks as if it was a tremendous success. A good time was had by one and all. 
Thanks to our friends across the water for all they did to make their stay such a wonderful 
event. 

In October we were askw to entertain some elderly Jewish people. This we willingly did 
to their delight. They wrote us a beautiful thank you letter. Also, we were honoured by 
being asked to host a citizenship court on 24th November. The response from our Club 
members was excellent. It was stated at the court, that they had never had such a 

The executive Committee of Ye Bonnie Coon Burns Club . Left to right: Bill Campbell Vice-President 
and Bard, Jessie Brooks (Entertainments), John Blyth (Treasurer), Bessie T . Little (Secretary), Sett 
Crawford !Sick Convenor) and John Little (President) . 
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tremendous response. They sent us a thank you letter, and we are proud to put both thank 
you letters on file. Due to our success in entertaining, we were asked by another Jewish old 
peoples home, to entertain their members. This concert was arranged and took place on 
20th February 1983. They were delighted by our entertainers, and due to the response we 
had, our Club members have decided to form an entertainment party, and we will en
tertain any organisation who requests our services. 

BESSIE J. LITTLE 

845. Tam o' Shanter Burns Club. The 24th Annual Supper took place in the Club on 
Tuesday 25th January 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. Anderson 
from the Jolly Beggars section of the Club. The toast 'The City of our Adoption' was 
proposed by Mr. G. Durno, and the reply was given by the Lord Mayor of Coventry 
Councillor E.W. Weaver M.B.E. 260 members and guests attended and the Chairman for 
the evening was Mr. G. Mudie the Club President. The Supper was followed by a dance 
which went into the early hours of the morning. The Jolly Beggars section held their 12th 
Annual Supper in the Club on Thursday 3rd February 1983. The toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by the Rev. James Currie, J.P., M.A., B.D., who was given a 
standing ovation for a memorable contribution to the evening. The toast to 'The City of 
our Adoption' was proposed by Councillor C. Ward and the reply was given by the Lord 
Mayor of Coventry, Councillor E. Weaver M.B.E. On Monday 14th February the Jean 
Armour Ladies section held their sixth Annual Supper in the Club. The toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. P. Corrigan. 

The St. Andrew's Night cabaret and dance was a sell out as was the New Years Night 
Annual Ball. Both events featured artistes from Scotland and the local Standard British 
Legion Pipe Band. The childrens' Easter party was enjoyed by 200 children on Easter 
Saturday. Easter eggs and ice cream was sent to the Robert Burns School for Handicapped 
Children, here in Coventry. The Motherwell United Services Burns Club paid their annual 
visit to the Club in the middle of March and were entertained by the Jolly Beggars section. 
Various concerts and sub-section events were held during the year. 

On Saturday 19th March 1983 a very successful Schools Competition was held in the 
Club. The competition consisted of various grades and ages and included recitation, 
singing, essays and instrumentals. Silver cups, books and cash prizes were awarded. 

JAMESMcCAW 

862. Market Rasen Scottish Assocation. A very successful Burns Supper was held on 
Friday 28th January 1983, enjoyed by a large audience. An enthralling and interesting 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Campbell McLean, the well known 
minister of Cramond Kirk, Edinburgh. George Dow, a local farmer, gave great pleasure 
and delight to the company, with a toast to 'The Lasses' in verse; and there was an equally 
brilliant reply by Mrs. Anne Dodds. Songs were enjoyed from James Gardner, from 
Haddington. 

C. B. GRANT 

864. Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania. The Annual Supper was held on 22nd January, 
1983, at the Civic Centre, Burnie, and about 150 members and guests enjoyed a very good 
evening with all the traditional toasts and entertainment. This was our second year at the 
Civic Centre and all present were most enthusiastic in their praise of the evening. 
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Two other annual events in the Club's calendar, the Anniversacy Dinner in November 
1982 and a Barbecue in early January, 1983, were both enjoyed by all attending. 

We continue to meet every month with a view to members increasing their knowledge 
and appreciation of the life and works of the Bard. Various means of furthering our 
interest are used: one in which we individually prepare opinions for discussion on some 
aspect of Burns has proved to be very popular and has achieved the result we had hoped 
for, namely, a deeper all round knowledge of the man. 

866. Heanor and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held on 
Saturday 22nd January 1983 at the Regency Rooms, Ilkeston, Derbyshire where the 
Society's President D. P. Mayling welcomed many members and friends of the Society. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by T. H. English, Hon. Secretary of the Worksop 
Caledonian and Burns Club. The Address to the Haggis was given by Mr. R. S. Binnie, 
Chairman of the Society woo also read the fraternal greeting from many kindred Scottish 
societies and Clubs from all over Britain. The Haggis was piped in by the Society's Piper, 
Pipe Sgt. A. Wood, the croupiers were Mrs. H. White and Mr. R. S. Strathearn, Past 
Presidents of the Society, the toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. A. M. Shirr a with 
great wit and responded to by Mrs. J. Spencer, Treasurer to the Society, in a very eloquent 
manner. 'Oor Guests' was proposed by the President Mr. Mayling who thanked everyone 
for efforts made. Toastmaster for the evening was Mr. J. S. Bennett, Secretary music for 
the evening was played by Chris Walton Trio and the pipers who were present. 

The President's Reception was held on Saturday 2nd October 1982 Mr. D. P. May ling, 
the Society's President, welcomed fourteen visiting Presidents and their consorts from 
neighbouring Scottish Societies and members and friends of our Society. The evening was 
a great success. The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on Friday 26th November 1982, 
the toast to 'Scotland' was proposed by Hugh Gannon, Headmaster of John Houghton 
Comprehensive School, Ilkeston. The evening was once again successful. 

Committee of Heanor and District Caledonian Society with guests at the President's Reception. Mr. 
D. P. Mayling (front row centre) with presidents of kindred societies and their consorts. 
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Lassies Nicht finished the season in its usual excellence. One can never over-praise 
them; the ladies put everything into this event and it never fails. 

1. S. BENNETT 

870. Scottish Burns Association of Massachusetts. The Annual Burns Banquet and 
Dance was held on Saturday 2nd April 1983 in the Dorothy Quincey Suite of the John 
Hancock Hall, Boston, Massachusetts. We had 200 attending that evening. The President 
welcomed the gathering and the Haggis was piped in by Warren Adams and carried by 
John Murphy. The ode to the Haggis was given by Alec G. Ritchie. The toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' was given by Jessie Martin am the toast to 'The Lasses' was given by 
Peter H. Stewart. The 'Selkirk Grace' was given by Robert R. Matson and the entire 
gathering sang 'The Star of Rabbie Burns'. The master of ceremonies was Peter Stewart, 
Past President, who also led the grand march. Scottish songs and special music was given 
by the Helmsmen Male Chorus the Director was Richard Emery which was excellent while 
the Highland dancing was by lain Wright and company. The music for dancing was by 
Joe Edwards and company. We usually have the Burns Banquet in January but the 
weather was too stormy then, so the date was changed to Aprii and we had perfect 
weather. 

MARGARET S LAIRD 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonian Club. Our 1982 'Immortal Memory' was 
presented by Club member Bob Jardine a native of Ayr. President Archie Young 
welcomed a capacity crowd including the Chairman of Bassetlaw District Council, 
Councillor T. Nicholson and Mrs. Nicholson, who responded to 'The Toon We Bide In' 
toasted by Neil Brodie: his father Bill Brodie had already addressed the Haggis. Mrs. Nan 
Clowes as Poosie Nansie carried the Haggis piped ben by Pipe Major Ron Dunne. The 
same three stalwarts, Bill, Nan and Ron, again carried out these duties at our 1983 Burns 
Dinner when the President Mr. Colin Brady welcomed the reigning Bassetlaw Chairman, 
Councillor Des Hoare and Mrs. Hoare and Presidents from neighbouring Societies. They 
heard Past President Mrs. Kathleen English propose the 'Immortal Memory' (toast), 
being the first lady to do so at Worksop. Paving the way for other ladies to follow, with a 
good speech. Nice work Kathleen. Tom McFarlane of Retford Caledonian Society sang 
our Burns songs in 1982, and Mrs. Joyce Bulloch in 1983. Both excellent singers. Joyce's 
husband Bob Bulloch accompanied her on his accordian before leading his dance band 
later for the Jiggin'. 

Our President's Reception in April 1982 gave Colin Brady and wife Joan the chance to 
welcome Presidents and consorts from eleven neighbouring Societies mostly from the 
North and East Midlands of England District (XVIII), of the Federation. Our visitors 
were most appreciative of the Clubs own singers, who in this occasion were Alex Boyd, 
Joyce Bulloch, Fred Foster and our President Colin Brady. Our St. Andrew's Dance was 
the usual lively happy affair and the Clubs own Pipe Band made sure the blood kept 
stirring. " 

The President's Reception in April 1983 will see Willie Brodie and wife Lil 'back in the 
driving seat' welcoming guests from surrounding Societies. Willie last served as President 
in 1969 and has never failed to offer guidance in running the Club's affairs and carrying 
out duties requested of him. 

Our Pipe Band under Pipe Major Ron Dunne is always in demand and was a star at
traction at Bassetlaw Annual Show, and also led the Retford Armistice Parade and Miners 
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Gala Parade. Along with many other engagements. 
Three new young members on the committee will ensure the needs of tre youngsters are 

not neglected and we look forward to another successful year. Six functions lined up for 
1983-84. . 

THOMAS H. ENGLISH 

President Colin Brady and Mrs . Joan Brady (far right) with principal guests of honour, Cllr. D. Hoare 
(Chairman of Bassetlaw District Council) and Mrs. Hoare, and members and friends of Worksop 
Burns and Caledonian Club. Pipe-Major Ron Dunne and Mrs. Nan Clewes (Poosie Nansie) on the left. 

Copyright Chronicle Advertiser, Mansfield 

887. Gainsborough and District Caledonian Society. The Bum's Night Dinner and 
Dance was celebrated on Friday 28th January. After overcoming late difficulties, the 
venue was settled for Village Hall Knaith Park. The catering was excellent and service was 
faultless. The oasis for the thirsty was supervised by our own Eva Reid and Bob Stain
ton-again the service was faultless. The President, Margaret Baird, Headed the invited 
guests to their table, led by the Piper Young Hugh Denman, who stepped in at a late hour 
and did nobly at his first Burns Night. The President's toast to 'The Toon' was presented 
in verse and was well applauded by all present. The reply came from Mr. A. Hancock, an 
ex-England Rugby Cap. The 'Immortal Memory'-again a first attempt-was by the 
Hon. Secretary the 'Haggis' was addressed by Jim Murray. Lew Reid stepped into the 
toast masters spot and all things considered a great night, made possible by a great team, 
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and enjoyed by all. 'The Lasses' and the reply by George and Mirna Irvine was greeted 
with applause and lots oflaughter. 

President's Reception at the 'Crown' Saundby was well supported and the Society 
welcomed the representatives from among our friends in neighbouring Societies. The 
company were educated in the history of bagpipes by a local Piper, Fred Cranshaw. 

The St. Andrew's Service was well attended and the service was conducted by Rev. W. 
Spiers, this year's President of the Scottish Presidents Association. A party of 18, in
cluding friends sat down to dinner at Hickman Hill Hotel to celebrate St. Andrew's Night. 

A cheese and wine party was held at the home of the President, Margaret Baird, in June 
and a barn dance was held, due to the kindness of Sheena Hay in loaning her barn-after 
a lot of work in cleaning it, in August and was well supported by Sheena's friends in the 
village. 

ANGUS McLARTY 

889. Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' Bums Club. The 1983 Anniversary Supper was held in 
the Pather Centre Wishaw on Friday 28th January 1983 when some 85 members and 
friends gathered to celebrate the birth of Robert Burns. The President Mr. John Brown 
was chairman for the evening. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. J. Woods 
in a most enlightening manner. Toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Club Librarian Mr. 
James Hughes and suitably replied to by Mrs. M. Brown, wife of Club President. 
Reading's were given by Club members Gus Copland, Ian Hutchison, John Reid. Haggis 
Piped in by Piper Martin Connolly and ably addressed by David Boyd another Club 
member. Musical entertainment was given by Mrs. E. O'Halloran Mrs. M. Torrance and 
Mr. Norrie Paton all suitably accompanied at the piano by Mrs. Isobel Robertson. Our 
Vice-President Mr. Alex Paterson proposed the vote of thanks. 

The Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' bowling trophy was held at Wishaw Bowling Club on 
18th September 1982 when Lanarkshire Clubs-Griffen Burns Club, Larkhall Burns 
Club, M.U.S.C (Burns Section), Allanton 'Jolly Beggars', Uddingston Masonic Burns 
Club, Newarthill Burns Club and the Host Club took part. The winners were Newarthill 
Burns Club. The trophy and medals were presented at a supper dance when some 95 
members and cronies from participating clubs thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 26th November 1982 Beltane Bowling Club some 
42 members and friends celebrated the occasion toast to St. Andrew was proposed by 
Secretary R. B. Cleland. 

The annual bus outing took place on Sunday 29th August 1982. Some 33 members and 
wives spent an enjoyable outing to Lochearnhead Sma Glen and Crieff. 

The Club will again be organising Schools Competitions in both Motherwell and 
Wishaw areas when it is expected that some 200 children will compete. The winners and 
runners-up will go forward to the Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs District finals. 

R. B. CLELAND 

895. Westerton Burns Club. A most successful Burns supper was held in the Walmer 
Hotel, Bridge of Allan rn 2lst January 1983. The evening was opened by President James 
Johnston who extended a warm welcome to all present with specially warm greetings to 
Mr. W. Fraser, 124 James St., Samia, Ontario, Canada who was a guest in Hotel. After 
'Selkirk Grace' the Haggis was borne in by our Vice-President, Mr. A. Irvine escorted by 
Pipers from the Beaconhurst Grange School. After the traditional meal the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Gilmour Ferguson of the Bridge Inn, Bridge of Allan. Our 
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principal speaker spoke of many facets and facts of the Bard's life not generally known in 
a most interesting and intriguing manner. Mr. Ferguson was accorded a standing ovation 
at the conclusion of his speech. Throughout the evening the company was entertained in 
music and song by Mr. A. Campbell and Mr. R. Armstrong. By recitations by Mr. W. 
Davidson and Mr. R. Hoggan. During the evening a collection was made for the Jean 
Armour Homes. The evening was closed in the traditional singing of the 23rd Psalm and 
'Auld Lang Syne'. 

A successful St. Andrew's Night was held in the Walmer Hotel on 26th November 1982 
when some sixty members and guests enjoyed an evening of song and dance with light 
refreshments. 

A number of members paid a visit to the Inversnaid Hotel Burns Supper on 22nd 
January 1983 where a most enjoyable evening was held among the local inhabitants on 
Loch Lomondside. 

The Club is presently seeking ways to further young interest in the life of Bums and his 
work. By iniating and sponsoring a literary competition at the local primary school. 

The proceeds of various collections and raffles amounting to £50 have been donated to 
Jean Armour Homes. 

WILLIAM JARDINE 

896. Sierra Leone Caledonian Society. Due to postal difficulties, the 1981/82 Report 
arrived too late for inclusion in the 1983 Chronicle and since it covered the Society's 
Jubilee year it is reproduced below and is followed with a brief resume of the activities for 
the year 1982/83. 

Three informal functions were held during the year 1981 /82, a mini Highland Games at 
Easter organised by Christine Moir, a car treasure hunt in July and a Hallowe'en Party all 
of which were very successful and attracted large attendances. The Society's Silver Jubilee 
Dinner to the Memory of St. Andrew and Scotland Yet was held at the Hotel Bintumani, 
Aberdeen, Freetown and one hundred and thirty-eight members and their guests sat down 
to a formal dinner. Chieftain Frank Macleod, his wife and the official guests were piped 
in traditional style to their places at the principal table by Piper Tom Johnstone of the 
Pipes and Drums of British Caledonian Airways who travelled from Bridge of Weir 
specially to attend the function. The toast to 'The Pious Memory of St. Andrew and 
Scotland Yef was proposed by Chieftain Frank Macleod and on behalf of the Committee, 
Past Chieftain and currently Deputy Chieftain, Stewart Baird presented a gavel and an 
inscribed block to the Society to commemorate its Silver Jubilee. 

The Rev. Fr. Liam O'Sullivan proposed the toast 'The Land We Live In' and his 
presentation, all in limerick was outstanding. Dr. G. Bernard Frazer a Sierra Leonean 
Gynaecologist who qualified in Aberdeen, responded to the toast. A special toast to 'The 
Society' on the occasion of its Silver Jubilee was proposed by Dr. Brian Baker. Mrs. J. D. 
Scott proposed 'The Health of the Guests' and the response was given by Dr. J. S. A. 
Funna, Governor of Bank of Sierra Leone: Absent friends were remembered by Stewart 
Moir and the toast to 'The Chieftain' was ably proposed by Miss Ann Hayes. It is worthy 
of mention that she gave one definition of the Chieftain as 'the leader of a band of rob
bers' and later in the evening the Chieftain's wife won the premier prize in a draw for the 
lucky ticket number-the prize being a return ticket to London! The official part of the 
evening was under the expert control of toast master Douglas McLure. Dancing, 
traditional and modern commenced around mid-night and carried through until dawn. 

The annual Burns Supper was also held at the Hotel Bintumani and 121 persons at
tended. The principal guest was H. E. The Hon. C.A. Kamara-Taylor, Second Vice-
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President of Sierra Leone. Stewart Moir addressed the Haggis which was piped in with 
Highland honours by a native of Ayr, Piper John Martin of the Pipes and Drums of 
British Caledonian Airways. Stewart Baird delivered the 'hnmortal Memory' in grand 
style. Douglas McLure proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and Miss Ann Hayes responded 
brilliantly and all in rhyme. Dr. Aitken welcomed the guests and H. E. Mr. A. P. 
Vorozhtsov, the Russian Ambassador, replied suitably and treated his audience to a 
recitatioo from Burns in English as well as in Russian. The Society completed its 25th year 
in April 1982. 

Chieftain Frank Macleod was re-elected for a second year of office and the Society's 
26th year followed the pattern of the previous year. The Annual Dinner was a great 
success and attracted a full house. Chief Guest was the Hon. Minister of Finance, Mr. S. 
Jusu-Sheriff and the toast to 'The Pious Memory of St. Andrew and Scotland Yet' was 
ably proposed by Douglas McLure. 'The Land We Live In' was proposed by the Chief
tain. The Burns Supper also attracted a large attendance and Christine Moir's exposition 
of the 'Immortal Memory' in song, verse, and speech, was brilliant. Newcomer, Jane 
Sprake, responded splendidly to the toast to 'The Lasses' which had been proposed in 
masterly style by an American, Charles Laskey. The evening will long be remembered for 
the magnificent piping of Charlie Cochrane from Dumbarton, a member of the Pipes and 
Drums of British Caledonian Airways, who entertained his audience well into the next 
day. Other functions held during the year were a successful games day during the rainy 
season, and the annual Hallowe'en Party. The 'Gumaer' Games will be held on 9th April 
and the caber will be tossed in temperatures of over 90°F! The Society continues to 
prosper and flourish and gives support to local charities and organisations. 

CHRISTINE MOIR 

900. Irvine Valley Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Barr Castle 
Masonic Social Centre on Friday 4th February 1983 when 116 members and guests at
tended. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by John Inglis (Junior Vice-President 
of the Burns Federation). The toast to 'The Lasses' was wittily proposed by David Smith 
(Steward of Irvine Museum) and just as wittily replied to by Anne Gaw (Secretary 
A.A.B.C.). Singers were Rosemary Strachan, Marilyn Malcolm and John Goodwin, ably 
accompanied by Alison McGuiness. A raffle and a donation of £3 by Jimmy Wales 
brought in £56 which was divided equally between the Jean Armour Houses and the Burns 
Memorial Cottage Homes, (both Mauchline). 

We had our annual outing to Largs at the end of May, and returned to the Riverside 
Inn, Newmilns for high tea and a social hour. During the 82/83 session we had an ex
cellent night by Sandy Lyle on Scottish fiddle music. Bill Johnston and Andrew Douglas, 
Hon. President and Past President repectively of Dundonald Burns Club, gave us a most 
enjoyable evening on 'The Epistles of Burns'. Our own Jimmy Dunnachie provided us 
throughout the session with music on his accordion and Northumbrian pipes. 

WM. G MORRISON 

902. Falkirk Newmarket Burns Club. Five meetings were held during the year, three 
smokers, St. Andrew's Dinner and the Annual Commemoration and Supper. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner was held in the Maddox Suite of The Charioteer, Silver Row, 
Falkirk and was attended by some 65 members and guests. Guest of honour was George 
Anderson, Federation President. The toast to 'Scotland and St. Andrew' was proposed by 
Joe Keegan, Vice-President Cumbernauld and District Burns Club. Joe justly deserved the 
standing ovation he received for a speech of vast interest and humour. Past President 
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r 
Federation President George Anderson and the top table line-up at Falkirk Newmarket's St. 
Andrew's dinner. 

Photograph by Jim Mc Elroy, Falkirk Herald 

Willie Muirhead, affectionately known in the Falkirk area as 'The Bardo' Bainsford' was 
presented with a scroll and medal as Hon. Life President of the 'Newmarket' by President 
Tom Lyles as recognition of the hard work and dedication he has given the Club and the 
Bums movement in general over the past 30 years . The grand old man of the Club, Tom 
Clapperton, now 76 years young, was presented with a scroll as an Hon. Life member , 
again for services to the Burns movement over 59 years, a record to be proud of and an 
inspiration to us all. Also made an Hon . 'member was David Murphy in recognition of his 
services to the 'Newmarket' and the movement. David, a fine tenor singer, suffered a 
stroke last year and is now confined to a wheel chair but had made a valiant effort to be 
present on this occasion. Not present to receive his scroll as an Hon. Life member was 
Robert Kirkwood, another singer of high repute and dedicated to the movement, and who 
was unfortunately ill in hospital. Robert alas died late in December but President Tom 
Lyles, Past President Willie Muirhead and Joe Keegan visited him in hospital and 
presented him with his scroll of which he was very proud. His passing was a sad blow to us 
all. Messrs . Muirhead, Clapperton and Murphy all made suitable replies. Federation 
President George Anderson congratulated the Club on having such members and of the 
great work they carried out in the name of Robert Burns and wished the Club well for the 
future. President Tom Lyles, then sprang a surprise on George by also presenting him 
with a scroll as an Hon. Life member of the Club to which George suitably replied 
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although a bit taken aback . Also present on this occasion were special guests Tom Rid
dock, President Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perthshire Association, Ronnie Mayes, 
President Falkirk Burns Club and Ken McLeod, Wheatsheaf Burns Club. The artistes for 
the evening were Tom Clapperton, Davie Boyle, Willie Mundie, Pat Lewsley and Pipers 
Alistair Mochar and Jimmy Kinloch . 

The Annual Commemoration and Supper was held in the Wellington Bar, Falkirk on 
Monday 24th January 1983 when some 70 members and friends were present. The Haggis 
carried in by Mine Host Walter Stewart and piped in by Alistair Mochar was addressed by 
Tom Clapperton. A brilliant, moving and thought-provoking 'Immortal Memory' was 
given by Federation President George Anderson. George, who was not feeling to well and 
had to to leave early received an ovation which must have gladdened his heart but one 
which was well deserved. The toast to 'Our Principal Guest' was proposed by President 
Tom Lyles. Jimmy Kinloch, Piper of the Cumbernauld Club literally had them rolling in 
the aisles with his witty toast to 'The Lasses'. Joe Keegan proposed an eloquent toast to 
'The Newmarket Club' which was replied to by Hon. Life President Willie Muirhead in 
nostalgic vein. The artistes for the evening were Tom Clapperton, Grant Davidson, Alan 
Lasker, Matt Douglas and Alan Mcintyre. The thanks of all present were suitably 
summed up by Tom Russell. 

Toasting the Haggis at Stonehouse 'A' the Airts' Burns Club's anniversary supper. 
Photograph by W. Dickman, Stonehouse 

907. 'A' the Airts' Stonehouse. After a busy season for our members, having been 
invited to participate in many varied Burns Suppers, we all revelled in our own Supper 
held on Friday 4th February. We were treated to a very interesting 'Immortal Memory' 
given by Mr. James T. E. Riley and this was kept very alive by Mr. Hugh Farrell who 
proposed an exceptional toast to 'The Lasses'. The reply was very capably given by Mrs. 
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Lesley Robertson in verse. The toast to 'Our Club' was proposed by Provost James 
Swinburne J.P., where he hoped that our Club would continue to grow in strength. Our 
younger members al10 took part in the speaking with Richard Leggate toasting the Haggis 
in admirable fashion. The night was rounded off by a very enjoyable harmony of the 
Bard's songs and poems. 

After a very interesting visit to Dumfries last year we have decided to visit the 
Mausoleum for a wreathlaying ceremony this year. We have just completed a very suc
cessful Schools Competition with a smaller number of contestants but an improvement in 
quality of readings and singing. 

I am glad to report that our Club is going from strength to strength and we are 
preparing for the establishment of debating society in addition to our monthly meetings 
held on the first Friday of each month. 

DUNCAN MCKECHNIE 

915. Canterbury Burns Club, Christchurch, New Zealand. Activities of the Club 
continue to progress. It has been pleasing for the mwibers to know that a renewal to the 
lease of the Clubrooms has been negotiated. To have our own Clubrooms for Friendship 
Meetings and other social gatherings is a real asset to the Club. Burns Memorial Church 
Service was held at St. Ninians, Presbyterian Church, Riccarton, and the Reverend 
Maurice Brown gave a very interesting and comprehensive address to Burns. The church 
members took great trouble to decorate the Church suitably for the occasion. After the 
service members adjourned to the Clubrooms for lunch. Ashburton visit this year was a 
most enjoyable evening; a bus was hired and 45 members went down from Christchurch. 
Hallowe'en was another successful evening, having a number of children and adults at
tending. The cloutie dumpling made by Mrs. Ella Blake is always a favourite. The Men's 
Friday Night tea continues to be well patronised. Every third Wednesday evening of the 
month a discussion groups delves into the works of Burns. An evening always looked 
forward to is the visit from the Dickens Fellowship Group, and they always provide an 
interesting programme. This year the end of the year function, was a dinner, held at 
Templeton Country Club and our hosts for this were Wallace and Isabel McNeill. 

Burns Supper was held on 25th January, at the Christchurch Town Hall, Limes Room, 
under the direction of a very competent master of ceremonies, Bill Hunter. The Haggis 
had to be imported from Dunedin, the Edinburgh of New Zealand. The Reverend Maurice 
Brown, from Dunfermline, Scotland, gave the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. George 
McRobb, Vice-President, addressed the Haggis. Dr. Jim Nicol, gave a vezy eloquent toast 
to 'The Lasses' and Miss Mary Cosgrove very aptly replied. The entertainment was of a 
very high standard. 

MISS M. N. HILL 

917. Scottish Presidents Association. The Annual Dinner was held at the Pennine 
Hotel, Derby, chosen by the President, who was a Past President of the Derby Scottish 
Association and Burns Club. The President, the Reverend Dr. William Speirs, T.D., 
Ph.D., now minister of the Free Kirk of Canonbie, Dumfriesshire accompanied by his 
wife Annie, was supported by Senior Vice-President Mr. Bob McGlasson and Mrs. 
McGlasson and Junior Vice-President Mrs. Mirna Irvine and her husband George. A good 
turn out of members and their guests enjoyed an excellent dinner after which the President 
welcomed the company to the 26th Annual Dinner. Mr. Bob McGlasson, the Senior Vice
President, proposed a toast to 'The President and the Association'. A programme of 
music, songs and dancing was enjoyed by the company, many of whom took advantage of 
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the special low terms offered by the hotel and stayed overnight. There were a few bleary 
eyes at breakfast time. 

LEWW. REID 

918. Dover and East Kent Scottish Society. Our annual Burns Supper and Dance was 
held on Thursday 20th January 1983 in the Masonic Hall, Snargate Street, Dover, with 
capacity attendance. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex Morrison. The 
toast to 'The Guests' was given by Mr. Jim Blaikie and the response was by Councillor W. 
R. Robertson, Chairman Dover District Council, who spoke about some of the good work 
done by Scots who have been active in the commercial and social life of Dover and its port 
at present and during the recent past. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. 
Harry Hutchison and the response was by Mrs. Dorothy Macfarlane both are Past 
Presidents of our Society. Mr. Willie Watson was Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies. 
The presentation Haggis was led in by Mr. Alex Summers. Piping was by Mr. Terry 
Rivers. 

Our programme for the year included our annual St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance in 
Dover Town Hall, various Social Nights, including Hogmanay, an Indoor Race meeting 
to raise funds for a local appeal and a Country Walk. We had some doubts about holding 
a Hogmanay Social because of the number of New Year dances held by various 
organisations in the town, however in the event we had a very successful function giving 
some of the youngsters some idea of what Ne'erday was like in the old days. We entered a 
float in Dover Carnival Procession, fortunately with a canopy which gave some protection 
from the heavy rain during the first hour of the procession. 

MAJORJ. MACFARLANE 

921. Northern Scottish Counties Association of Burns Club. on 29th May 1983 I am 
taking a party of 52 persons to visit Blair Castle because of the Burns interest and also 
Neil Gow, the great Scots fiddler. On this day the Duke of Atholl inspects his own army at 
2.30 pm and the party will go on a tour of the castle at 3 o'clock. John Fraser Past 
President of Aberdeen Burns Club is taking as his guest his father who was a member of 
the Atholl Highlanders. I am sure it will be a nostalgic day for him after many years and 
occupying all the offices in Aberdeen Burns Club. I am returning as Hon. Secretary a post 
I enjoyed many years ago. During January I had several requests from young people to 
help them with speeches for Burns suppers. I am always more than willing to carry out this 
duty to bring to the notice of the public the name of the Burns Federation and the 
Aberdeen Burns Club. 

MISS ETHEL HALL 

922. The Clamber Burns Club. Most of the members were present at the Annual 
Conference to see Mrs. Mirna Irvine receive her Honarary Presidents Badge. 

The new member Mrs. A. Ketton entertained the Club members to a buffet meeting on 
Sun 14th November after which Mr. Lew Reid gave a talk on Clumber and the families of 
the Dukeries. 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. G. Irvine. The 
retiring President Mr. L. Jeavons invested Mrs. Eva Reid with the chain of office and Mr. 
George Burnett was elected Vice-President. 

LES JEAVONS 
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926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Anniversary Supper was held in the Gretna Chase 
Hotel on Friday 21st January 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Dan 
Brooks of Annan. This was a maiden speech at a Burns Supper and Dan performed like a 
veteran. The toast tae 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. Tom White, and ably replied to 
by Mrs M. Black. Mrs. Shearer presided. Guests of honour for the evening were three 
New Zealand rugby players and two young Australians. The evening assumed a Pacific 
flavour, the guests performing the traditional Maori 'Haka' but all the usual ingredients 
of a Burns Supper were these, and all traditions observed. 

St. Andrew's Night, was celebrated with a Dinner and Social, in the Gretna Hall Hotel 
on Friday 3rd December. The principal speaker was Mr. Jim Jackson of Annan once 
again he delighted the company with a toast to 'St. Andrew and Scotland'. 

The Children's Verse Speaking Competition on the 26th of March was a popular event 
and attracted twenty eight entries. Judges were Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Ogilvie. Mr. J. 
Jackson. Mrs . Dixon and Mrs. Willacy (Annan Ladies Burns Club) and Mrs . C. B. 
McCaffery. Prizes were presented by Mrs. Kirkland, Vice-President of the Scottish 
Southern Counties Burns Association . 

Club nights have been well attended and membership increased . The Rosamond is ship 
shape and the crew in good heart. 

HILDA M. FAULDER 

Hilda Faulder, suitably accoutred in Maori dress, addressing the Haggis at Rosamond Burns Club's 
anniversary dinner, as Dean Bell, Clayton Friend and Ian Bell from New Zealand observe our strange 
tribal customs. 
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927. The Tarbolton Club of Edmonton. The Presidency was transferred from Menzies 
MacMorran to John Weir at the Anniversary Supper of the sixteen-member Club held on 
24th January, 1983. The incoming President assumed his office at the completion of the 
address to the Haggis. Mr. Cliff Hanley was the guest of the evening and a new tradition 
was established for future meetings. The Club is modelled on the original Tarbolton 
Bachelors Club and meets about four times per year when some aspect of Burns and his 
works are discussed. In June each year the Ladies are entertained at a barbecue. 

R.M.ALLAN 

929. Bathgate Jolly Beggars Club. A very successful Supper was held in the Co-op 
Hall on 19th January 1983. The main speaker was Mr. James Lockhart who gave a 
wonderful and inspiring 'Immortal Memory'. The toast to 'The Lasses' was ably given by 
Jimmy Reid and suitably replied to by Jill Wilson. The address to the Haggis was said by 
Tom Millar other contributions were given by Bill Taylor and Alistar Mackie. John 
Mackay (President) was in the Chair. 

A very successful and enteraining St. Andrew's Night was held in the Glenmavis 
Tavern. The toast to 'Scotland' was proposed by Billy Woolf, the former President of 
the Scottish Nationalist Party. 

A happy and enjoyable outing was held round the Border country visiting places with 
Burns connections. 

WILLIAM HAMIL TON 

930. The Wheatsheaf Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Wednesday 26th 
January 1982 in the Masonic Hall Camblon, with an attendance of 95. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Tom Begg. Mr. Abe Train, Past President of the Burns 
Federation, proposed the toast to the principal guest and congratulated him on the ex
cellence of his oration. Recitations by Vice-President Robert Ramsay and songs by 
Hamish Whiteford, Denis Shovlin and Abe Train, Piping selection by W. Ivory were well 
received by the company. A collection for the Jean Armour Burns Homes and the 1984 
Burns Conference amounted to £74. 

The annual outing in September 1982 was again well attended and the visit to Dumfries 
much appreciated but disappointment was expressed in that the Burns House was closed. 

The Schools Competition again benefitted from the support of the Club to the extent of 
3 books of Burns' works. 

TOM WEIR 

935. Torbrex Inn Burns Club. A donation of £50 was sent this year to the Jean Ar
mour Houses Appeal, marking a fitting end to the Club season. The money was raised at a 
collection taken on the occasion of the Torbrex Inn Burns Club's eighth annual supper on 
4th February. Guest speakers at the supper were Charlie Duthie who gave the 'Immortal 
Memory', Alistair Mcfadyen, the toast to 'The Lasses' and the reply was delivered in 
rather flamboyant style by John 'Russ Abbott' Morgan. Entertainment was provided by 
Johnnie Nicol who piped in the Haggis carried aloft by mine host Jim Kinnear. Ac
companying singers Davie Glen and Jock Davidson was Willie Hunter, while Bobby 
Hoggan recited 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and Willie Davidson, 'Tam O' Shanter'. Votes of 
thanks were proposed by Forbes Kinnear who singled out Club President Tom Ogilvie, 
Treasurer Ian Fullerton; Secretary Jim Kinnear Snr. and Chairman George Simpson for 
special mention. 
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Apart from the annual supper the other highlight of the season was the annual Club 
dance, resurrected after a year's absence from Stirling's social scene. It was held in the 
Mayfield Centre, St. Ninian's, for the first time ever and was a sell-out with capacity 
crowd of 150. Everyone voted the evening a tremendous success, especially the winners of 
the special Greek wine prizes. Other events included Bothy Nichts, supper dances and 
inter-Club visits. 

JIM KINNEAR SNR 

936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. Once again the venue of the Irvine Lasses Burns Supper 
was the Hotel Redburn, Irvine, when 90 members and guests of the Club attended. 
President Margaret Cook's son Jimmy piped in the Haggis, which was then addressed by 
Wilf Allsop from the Bowhill People's Burns Club, Fife. Club Secretary Netta Fraser said 
'Grace' and read the fraternal greetings from Kindred Clubs. Our guest speaker to 
propose the 'Immortal Memory' was T.V. and Radio Producer Miss Catherine 
Czerkawska, who rendered a splendid 'Immortal Memory'. Readings were provided by 
Wilf Allsop and John Blarney (also from Bowhill People's Burns Club) provided musical 
selections. Club lassie Anne Kennedy provided musical accompaniment, and Isabel 
Johnstone and her accompanist gave some delightful renderings of Burns songs. Madge 
Smith (another lassie) proposed the toast to 'The Laddies' in a witty and provocative 
manner and was ably replied to by Tom Raffel, Burns Centre Ayr. Vice-President 
Margaret Rae brought the evening to a close with her vote of thanks in verse, before 
everyone joined in the singing of' Auld Land Syne'. 

During another extremely busy year our monthly meetings have been well attended with 
speakers on subjects wide and varied. Once again we have been busy in fund raising and in 
October we held a very successful Mannequin Parade to raise funds for the Fabric Fund of 
the Irvine Burns Club and in November a cheque for £250 was handed over to Mr. R. 
Whyte, President of Irvine Burns Club. On Monday 6th September our Club was 
honoured by the presence of Professor Toshio Namba, who enjoyed the hospitality of the 
lasses in a typically Scottish evening arranged by President Margaret Cook. Truly a night 
to remember with the Professor singing 'Afton Water' to the Club. Miss Joan Biggar 
from Ardrossan was our guest speaker at our St. Andrew's Night celebration in early 
December, when we had a full house. In November we once again held our Coffee Day 
realising £141 in spite of the general recession in the area. The lasses have also been out to 
Burns Suppers at Old Folks' Homes and other organisations as well as taking part in 
invitations to local groups and Burns Clubs. 

Our Summer trip in June took the form of a bus run through the Burns Country-the 
same one as enjoyed by the guests to the Irvine Conference-ending up at the Burns 
Monument Hotel for a very pleasant supper. 

NETT A FRASER 

944. 'Alamo' Burns Club. The Club had a quiet year,-but in spite of high unem
ployment in the area, we held our membership at its level, and had six members attend the 
Burns Federation Conference at Dumfries, where they renewed old friendships, and made 
new ones. Our Annual Supper was held on Tuesday, 25th January, 1983-the 224th 
anniversary of the birth of our National Bard, and, once again, thanks to the work of the 
Committee in organising the evenings' programme; and the assistance given by Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Ferry in re-arranging the 'Alamo' Lounge to give an authentic setting to the 
evenings' proceedings, the Club members and guests were assured of another Burns nicht 
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tae remember. Following President J . Fryars' welcome to members and guests, the Haggis 
was piped in by Piper E. MacAteer, carried with all due decorum by Past President Andy 
Smith, and very ably addressed by Jim Hodge. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Mr. Tom Nixon, our guest speaker from the Paisley Burns Club, (the original Burns 
Club), who conveyed a sincere and sympathetic understanding of the Bard and his life and 
work, to an attentive and appreciative audience, the pawky humour and wit with which 
the speaker skilfully interspersed his programme was a special feature of same. Sup
porting artistes to the evenings' entertainment were-guest singer Ken McCallum, as 
always in fine voice: Past President Willie Williamson, 'Tam O' Shanter'; Jim Hodge, 
'Holy Wullie's Prayer'; P/P Willie Williamson, toast to 'The Lasses', this was 
uproariously replied to by Tom Nixon; (nae 'One man, one job at the 'Alamo'!!),
Piping and Fiddle selections from Piper E. McAteer and Fiddler Bill Moore,-plus 
choruses and community singing by the assembled cronies brought to a close 'Alamo' 
Burns Nicht-1983'. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 20th February this year, where it was in
timated that the Club had again a waiting list for membership, the following office
bearers and Committee were elected for period 1983/ 4-Secretary, J. Fisher; President, J. 
Brogan; Vice-President, A. McKee; plus Committee members; J. Hart and J. Miller: 
retiring President, Jim Fryars was given a hearty vote of thanks for his service during his 
year of office. 

J. FISHER 

Mr. and Mrs. Graham MacDonald presenting a targe to the Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. 
Copyright Huddersfield Examiner 
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945. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. Our Annual Burns Dinner was held at St. 
Patrick's Centre, Huddersfield, on 29th January1983. The President Mr. David Medlen 
and his wife welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress of Kirklees, Councillor Jack Wood and 
his wife Mrs . Wood. The President's Guests were Mr. and Mrs. Graham MacDonald of 
Horbury near Wakefield. They presented the Association with a Targe. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jimmy Davie, Life President of Plymouth Burns Club and 
our Association. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. Peter Whitman addressed in true 
Burnsian fashion by Mrs. Agnes Davie. Toast to the 'Lasses' was ably given by our 
President Mr. Maurice McNae. Members and friends were entertained to a display of 
Highland dancing by Miss Lynne Moir, and the evening was concluded with dancing. 

The Yorkshire District Burns Federation Quiz Quarter Finals was held on 25th 
February at Paddock Conservative Club, between Sheffield/Rotherham/ Bradford/Kirk
lees. The winners of this round were Sheffield Caledonian Society. Despite the bad 
weather everyone arrived and had a grand night. Our good wishes go to the winners. 

MRS. ELSIE MEDLEN 

946. Calgary Burns Club. Our dinner on Tuesday 25th January 1983 was attended by 
245 guests despite a declining economy. The Calgary Club's dinner is the highlight of the 
season attracting guests from many parts of the world; this year we had one guest from 
Virginia, U.S.A. The programme opened with the 'Selkirk Grace' by John Whitelock, 
loyal toast by Jim Adamson, master of ceremonies Alistair Ross who also introduced the 
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Two pictures at Calgary's annual Burns dinner. 
Left Dave Spence and Secretary Andy Hay. 
Right A dramatic moment as Sandy Morrison 
delivers the coup de grace to the Haggis. 



removes, then the President's welcome by Bob Wilson. The address to the Haggis by 
Sandy Morrison and George Marshall doing double duty with the Tarbolton Bachelors 
Club, and Jack Whyte toast 'To Canada'. This was followed by greetings from our 
Patron Dr. Grant McEwan, then greetings from the City by our Hon. Mayor Ralph Klein, 
and a toast to absent friends by Bill Robinson. The toast to 'The Lasses' this year was 
performed in verse and song by Bards, Whyte, Robinson, Ferrier, Nolan and Osborne. 
Then a tribute to Sir Walter Scott by Past President Bob Watson, a recitation by Robin 
Dow, and after an absence of two years, the dramatic performance of 'Tam O' Shanter' 
by Jack Whyte and Sandy Morrison. The evening concluded with the toast to the 'Im
mortal Memory' by Dr. Jim Currie, on sabbatical from Scotland at the Foothills Hospital 
in Calgary. He captivated the guests with his wisdom, wit, humour and great knowledge 
of the Bard. Many thanks to Alex Mclvor and the Chronicle on helping us seek out Jim. 
'Auld Lang Syne' wrapped up the evening with members and guests taking part. 

Calendar of Events for 1982 were as follows: Burns Dinner-January; Ladies Night
March; President's Night Barbecue at Bob Willsons Ranch-house in the Alberta Foothills; 
Golf Tournament at Vulcan-September and St. Andrew's Night Ball-Glenmore Inn
November. 

Once again, another successful season for the Calgary Burns Club. 
ANDY HAY 

948. Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic Burns Club. On 30th May 1982 we had our Annual 
outing, and a party of 54, consisting of members and their good ladies, spent a very happy 
day as guests of Coalsnaughton Burns Club where we were royally entertained. The 
weather was gorgeous and during the day we paid a visit to Harvieston which Burns 
visited during his tour with Dr. Adair. The mansion was the residence of Mrs. Hamilton, 
the stepmother of that great friend of Burns, Gavin Hamilton. There is an engraved stone 
near the Lodge to mark the visit of the Bard. During the year our monthly meetings have 
been well attended and we have a wealth of talent so far as readings and songs of the Bard 
are concerned. We have also had guest speakers on a variety of topics, all most interesting 
and enjoyable. On 25th January 1983 a small contingent from our Club went along to 
entertain the Stevenson and District Blind Association, who held a Burns Supper during 
the afternoon. The Haggis was carried in and addressed in the time-honoured manner. 
After the meal we spent a pleasant two hours with readings and songs which were well 
received by our blind audience. Our own Burns Supper was held on Friday 28th January 
1983, in the Neptune Masonic Social Club. There were around 100 present, and this year 
ladies were present for the first time. In former years it has been an all-male function. 
After welcoming the guests, Bill Hilton, President, called on Piper A. Mcfarlane to pipe 
in the Haggis, which was borne in by Cronie John Davidson and then addressed by our 
Vice-President, R. McNeish. The company sat down to a very tasty traditional meal, 
prepared by the ladies of the Social Club. After a short interval following the meal, the 
President called on our esteemed Treasurer, Bill Richardson, to propose the 'Immortal 
Memory' which, with his great knowledge of the Bard, was a really outstanding tribute to 
Robert Burns. After the toast, the company rose and sang 'There was a lad'. Cronie J. 
Irvine gave the toast to 'The Lasses', which was ably replied to by Mrs. W. McKinlay. The 
company then sang 'Green grow the rashes', the last verse of which, as all Burnsians 
know, is especially pleasing to the lasses. 'Tam O' Shanter' was entrusted to the President. 
'Holy Willie's Prayer' was performed by Councillor J. Clements, clad in white nightgown 
and cap. To heighten the drama of this marvellous satire, the Hall was in complete 
darkness, except for the light from Holy Willie's single candle. During the evening songs 
of Burns were sung by Mrs. Jean Guthrie, Cronie D. Black, and Cronie A. Mundell. 
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Readings were given by Cronies R. Scott, John Davidson, S. Howie, Followed by a vote 
of thanks by Cronie G. Tedford. To round off a splendid evening, the whole company 
joined hands for 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

BILL HILTON 

950. Drummoyne and District Scottish Society. Burns Supper was held on Monday 
17th January, in the Masonic Hall, Drummoyne. Our President Mr. Robert Newton and 
Mrs. Newton, welcomed the guests on a cool evening after the heat. Rev. R. J. Allan was 
our Orator, Our artists were of very high standard from the Opera Company of Sydney, 
all their songs were Burns Songs, Mr. John Germain who received an Honour of Australia 
in the new year Honours, was the baritone, Miss Marie Driscoll soprano, and Mr. Russell 
Channall the pianist. Out guests were Mr. and Mrs. D. Keers from the Highland Society, 
Mrs. And Mrs. D. Macgillvary from Granville, Mr. and Mrs. K. McKinnon from Con
cord, Mr. and Mrs. A. Burns from Epping, Miss May Dickie and Miss P. Dumphy from 
the Scottish Society and Burns Club, Mrs. and Mrs. R. Sumpton form the Combined 
Society, Mrs. and Mrs. L. Bowers from Warringah. Mr. R. Cockie addressed the Haggis 
Mrs. D. Macdermid piped in the Haggis, carried by Mr. D. Wilson, Mr. J. Stewart gave 
the 'Grace' a most enjoyable evening enjoyed by all Burns lovers. 

N.COCKIE 

951. Birnbeck Burns Club, Weston-s-Mare. The Anniversary Dinner was held in The 
Winter Gardens, Weston-s-Mare on 22nd January 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Bill Lyle who was thanked by John Smart. The toast 'The Lasses' was 
proposed by Tony Snook and responded to by Dorothy Snook. The visitors were toasted 
by Ron Towlson and David Dodgson replied on their behalf. The toast to 'Absent 
Friends' was given by Vice-President, Peter Ariell-Wright. The Haggis carried by Wilf 
Lyons was piped in by Hon. Piper Jock Simpson and addressed by John Gray. The toasts 
were interspersed by songs from Pat Bosworth and George Grime accompanied at the 
piano by May Dickson. President Stuart Galley thanked all concerned for contributing to 
an excellent evening and proposed the Piper's toast, Croupier was Klaus Kemp. 

A treasure hunt was held in August and in early October an informal dance. St. An
drew's Dinner Dance was held on 26th November 1982 when the toast 'The Land o' 
Cakes' was proposed by John Smart. The toast 'The Land we live in' was proposed by 
Murray Shepherd and responded to by The Mayor of Weston-s-Mare, Cllr. Dannie 
Brewer. President Stuart Galley was in the chair. In March, at a baked-potato supper, the 
John Cairney film on Robert Burns was shown. 

ANGUS WILSON 

961. Larkhall Burns Club. On Friday 14th January 1983 a company of about 60 
members and friends were welcomed to the Annual Burns Supper by the President Mr. 
Bill Scott. This year it was the turn of the Club members to propose and reply to all the 
toasts and readings and songs were also by our own members. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. A. Bennett, Past President of the Club. The Haggis was addressed in 
splendid style by Mr. David Maxwell and was piped in by our Piper Mr. John Barclay. 
The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. Wm. McVeigh who only joined this year and 
was a hilarious success. Mrs. J. Douglas in her reply succeeded in giving the Lassies plenty 
to boast about. Readings were given by Miss E. Kane and Mr. R. Scott this year's 
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President of the Lanarkshire Assoc. Burns Club and the songs of Burns were well ren
dered by Mrs. Ann Ackering and Mr. Jim Muir. The toast to 'The Federation' was 
proposed by Mrs. A. Scott and replied to by Mr. Abe Train Past President of the 
Federation. Vote of thanks was delivered by Mr. J.Thomson. We were delighted to 
welcome members from Coalsnaughton Burns Club and also from Saltcoats Glencairn 
Burns Club who joined in our celebrations and contributed to making the Annual Supper 
a great success. 

Our inter Club social evening held on 22nd May was well supported by a large number 
of local Lanarkshire Clubs and return visits to the Clubs made the early part of the year a 
very busy few months for the members. During November we organised and ran a quiz 
competition of Burns lore and knowledge. Mr. David Maxwell compiled the questions and 
officiated as quiz master. Proving such a success it has been decided to hold this event 
annually. Our School Competition for primary schools has now grown to such propor
tions that two evenings were required to cope with all the entrants. 60 competitors entered 
for solo singing and reading and 7 choirs took part in the choral section. 8 winners and a 
choir went on to compete in the Lanarkshire Burns Clubs Final and rewarded the district 
with winning 2 medals and a cup for readings and a medal for singing. The co-operation 
between the pupils school staff and the Burns Club has now made this annual competition 
an event in Larkhall. Mr. George Anderson President of the Federation presented the 
medals and trophies. 

ADAM BENNETT 

969. Huddersfield St. Andrews Society. The Society again held its Annual Dinner on 
Tuesday 30th November at the Ladbroke Mercury Hotel, Huddersfield. President Jimmy 
David welcomed 160 members and guests. The traditional speeches on this occasion were 
made by Bob Pine, Gordon Stewart, Maurice McNab, Archie Jeffers and Ron Aitken, 
like the President, all keen Burnsians. 

The Burns' Supper and Dance held on Friday 28th January and attended by 150 
members, friends and their ladies, was a great success. 

At both events the Haggis was addressed with great enthusiasm by Rab Thomson, a 
regular performer on these occasions and one of the stalwarts of the society. 

It can be taken for granted that as Jimmy has moved among the kindred societies in the 
area during the year as President, no opportunity will have been missed to enlighted exiled 
Scots and Sassenachs alike about the works of our national poet. All who come into 
contact with him are impressed with his knowledge and enthusiasm. 

!AN DUTHIE 

971. North Berwick Burns Clubs. The Annual Supper was held at the Marine Hotel on 
Friday 28th January 1983. The President Lyle Crawford welcomed a record attendance of 
198 members, guests and friends. Vice-President Derek Garston-Jones said the 'Selkirk 
Grace', the Haggis was piped in by Pipe Major George McNicoll and addressed in noble 
fashion by the President, after which we enjoyed an excellent meal. Speeches and replies 
were all made by local people this year. Robert McAdam, ex-Postmaster, toasted the 
'Immortal Memory'; Jim Cunningham of Fenton Barns and Tom Middlemass farmer, 
'Our Native Soil' in original verse; students Geoffrey Day and Fiona Dickson 'The Lasses' 
and reply; and John Wilson 'Oor Auld Toon', reminding us of the days of his youth. 
Entertainment was povided by Elinor Hinds who rectied 'Tam O' Shanter' and 'Address 
to The Toothache' and singers David and Linda Leckie, accompanied by pianist, Mrs. 
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Jessie Turner on his guitar. Our Bard Tom Dale read one of his inimitable poems. Ex
President Jim Hall expressed the thanks of the company to all who had taken part and 
congratulated the President on his excellence as host and compere at a most enjoyable 
occasion. 

Annual Golf Competition: The Shield was won by Douglas Graham with a nett score of 
69. Over 100 players took part on Saturday IOth April 1982. The prize giving was held in 
Tantallon Clubhouse where a buffet supper was provided. 

St. Andrew's Night: Once again a social evening was held in Nether Abbey Hotel, when 
members and friends enjoyed songs, stories and chatter in a pleasant informal at
mosphere. 

MARIAN M. DODD 

Top table at North Berwick Burns Club's anniversary dinner. 

972. Don Valley Caledonian Society. The Annual Burns Dinner Dance was held on 
Friday 28th January 1983. The President, Mrs. Mary A. Tait, welcomed 220 members and 
friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. David Waterton-Anderson. 'The 
Haggis' was addressed by Mr. D. Reid, Vice-President, the toast to 'The Lasses' by Mr. 
A. Scott and reply by Mrs. H. Scott. On this occasion we had a lovely young girl singer, 
Miss Geraldine Kirkcup, who sang 'Ye Banks and Braes' followed by Mr. Bruce Copley 
rendering 'The Star of Robbie Burns'. The dinner was followed by a dance to the musical 
of the Bracken-Rigg Dance Band. We also had a mini-pipe band and drums: a most en
joyable evening. 
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We are holding Supper and Dances on 12th March, 23rd April, 4th June, and !Oth 
September. Also on Friday 25th November we are having a St. Andrew's Night. 

PETER TAIT 

P. Tait (Secretary), J. Reid (Treasurer), Mrs . M. A. Tait (President), David Waterton-Anderson 
(Principal Speaker) and George Petrie (Piper), admiring the Haggis at Don Valley Caledonian 
Society's annual dinner. 

Copyright Doncaster Newspapers Ltd 

973. Salsburgh Miner's Welfare Burns Club. Though we are a comparatively new 
member and still as it were in infancy our Annual Supper is already a highlight of the 
small village of Salsburgh and always a great success. This year it fell on 22nd January. 
There were 100 guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by a very special friend 
Mrs. Jessie Pettigrew. The Haggis was carried in by Mr. James Gardner the piper was the 
wife of one of our members Mrs. May Campbell. 'Grace' was rendered by our Secretary 
Mrs. Cathie Gardner. Our Treasurer toasted 'The Lasses'. The Haggis was addressed by 
another good friend of the Club Andy Pettigrew. 

A sponsored walk was organised on the 4th April in the village to raise funds for the 
next event. The schools competition on 13th April in Harthill School the finals of these to 
take place on 21 st May 1983 in Coltness Primary School Wishaw. 

MRS. CATHERINE GARDNER 

197 



974. The Elliot Lake Burns Club. This year was our fifth Annual Burns Supper and 
was attended by a record number of 350 people. The 'Selkirk Grace' was said by Mary 
Kay, the Haggis was carried in by Jim Martin and the whisky by Averil Stewart. Our own 
Charlie O'Neill made a fine job of addressing the Haggis. The toast to 'The Lasses' was 
made by Joe Hammond, whilst the reply on their behalf was given by Rita Martin. This 
year the 'Immortal Memory' was given by John Kay, who broke from tradition and made 
the speech as if he were Burns himself. The chairperson for the evening was our President 
Irene O'Neill. As Irene is our first lady President she deserves much credit for a fine years 
work. As in previous years we had the McLeod Dancers from Sault St. Marie, who gave 
exhibitions of both Highland and Scottish Country dancing, to an appreciative audience. 

This year we became members of the North American Burns Federation and look 
forward to many future events. 

Also during the year we held a picnic and also a corn roast at a local lakeside. As in 
previous years we ran a very successful St. Andrew's Night. 

In April we will be holding a St. George's Night Social/Dance (have to support the poor 
old English now and then). 

JOHN KAY-PAST SECRETARY 

979. Jewel Welfare 'Holy Willie's Burns Club'. Our fifth Annual Burns Supper was 
held in the 'Ben Har Lounge' of the Jewel Miners' Welfare and Social Club. Our principal 
guest was Dr. Gavin Strang M.P. After being piped round the company by our piper Mr. 
Norman Smith the Haggis was addressed by a member Mr. George Flockhart. The guest 
speaker was Mr. Bob Hamilton who proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Our Club an
nually calls on the service of the Rev. John Sinclair. He gave the toast to 'The Lasses'. 
This was replied to by Mr. Hugh Buchan. Rev. Sinclair also told some very witty stories. 
We had a very successful evening. 

We held a Scottish Night on 21st May 1982. This was attended by approximately 80 
members and guests and was enjoyed by everyone present. 

W.M.ALEXANDER 

980. Niagara Falls (Canada) Burns Club. The 57th Annual Burns Supper was held on 
22nd January 1983 once again at the Fallsway Hotel in Niagra Falls. 68 members and 
guests attended and were welcomed by Tom and Elspeth Burns. Our only overseas visitor 
was Mrs. Liz Macadam, longtime member of both Ayr and Alloway Burns Clubs, and 
mother of our Vena Johnstone. Poosie·Nancy (Bunty Phillips) brought in the Haggis 
which was addressed with gusto by Alex Crawley. Mary Craig said 'Grace' and we sat 
down to a dinner of roast beef, tatties, neeps and Haggis. Traditional toasts were offered 
by members of the Club. President Al Martin introduced the speaker, Mr. Andrew 
Patterson of Ye Bonnie Doon Club who proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. After dinner 
we were entertained by a piper and dancer and community sing song. The usual ceilidh 
followed, compered by Vice-President John Phillips, our own Musician, Tom Burns 
providing taped dance music. Members and guests offered songs, recitation and party 
pieces. 

The Annual Gof outing was held in July at Twenty Valley Golf and Country Club. The 
Ellisland trophy was won by William Molloy and the Peter Westwater Memorial trophy 
by James Johnstone. The golfers were later joined by the ladies for dinner and dancing. 
The first annual picnic took place in July at the summer cottage of John and Bunty 
Phillips on beautiful Silver Lake, New York. This was a family affair of ballgames, 
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boating, barbecue and bonfire-an undoubted success. Mary Craig, a founder member, 
celebrated 50 years membership in the Club in November 1982 and the occasion was 
marked at the monthly meeting. Mary is 87 years young and a very active member. 

Two of our members, Alex and May Crawley, attended the Federation Conference in 
Dumfries in September 1982. We hope that most of us will be in Annapolis for this year's 
Conference. 

ELSPETH BURNS 

984. Macquarie Stewart Burns Club. Burns Night was celebrated by members and 
guests in the most delightful manner befitting the Bard. After the President Mrs. Ina 
Stewart welcomed the members and guests, we went straight into some very enjoyable 
Scottish dances. The rendering 'To a Haggis' by D. W. Whyte (Gibby) was a treat to our 
ears, this was after of course a magnificent entry courted by pipers and carried by Mrs. J. 
Taylor (to loud applause) well done Jenny. Gibby then gave us 'The Selkirk Grace' and we 
all proceeded to feed and drink merrily. Then we were entertained by the Hills District 
Pipe Band and the Shiela Meikle Highland Dancers. Ross Mitchell then took us through a 
few more waltzes, lancers, barn dance, gay gordons, strip the willow etc much to the 
delight of the crowd. W. McConnell then gave us the 'Immortal Memory' and you could 
have heard a pin drop until he was finished. Jock McDougal gave out his best voice in the 
singing of 'The Star' and several other songs which brought a tear to many an eye. But this 
time it was morning and like many of the rest of the crowd things got a wee bit vague, all I 
know I had the most enjoyable night and was assured, so did the rest of the people. 

St. Andrew's Night was well and truly observed and a sing song finished of the end of a 
most memorable night. 

A Christmas party was held for the children with presents and sweets etc for all. All in 
all a most gratifying year. I would also like it noted that I thank the workers you don't 
hear much about, again thanks on behalf of the above Club. 

E. MCCOLGAN 

992. Marchbank Burns' Club. President John Fraser welcomed 46 members and 
guests-a capacity assembly-to the 24th Anniversary Supper in the Marchbank Hotel, 
Balerno, on 28th January, 1983. The Haggis piped in by Alan Shiels and addressed by 
Jack McCaig, was followed by Willie Shanks' rendering of the 'Selkirk Grace'. Alan 
Forrest, again proved the wisdom of Club policy (exclusively inviting members to propose 
the 'Immortal Memory') with an oration covering the humorous, personal and universal 
aspects of the great man's life and works. Truly worthy of the standing ovation it 
received. Eddie McCue's, toast, 'The Lasses' was greeted with laughter and applause and 
replied to in fine style by Arthur Lucas. Bert Ronaldson proposed 'The Club and Absent 
Friends'. He told us Robert Sutherland, our Secretary was delayed in Australia due to 
family illness and last Autumn, Tommy Napier one of our founder members and a 
veteran of the 1914/18 war had passed away. Jim Tait recalled the tale of 'Tam O' 
Shanter'. Bill Ramsay prayed for 'Holy Willie', Jim Johnstone related the evils of Scotch 
Drink and John Mathers (along with his faithful four-legged friend) recited 'Tae a 
Mouse'. All our singers were in excellent voice and at the end of a successful enjoyable 
occasion, Alex Clezy, proposed the toast to 'Landlord and Landlady'. He paid tribute to 
our new hosts Mr. and Mrs. Willie Waddel whom he said are continuing the high standard 
of cuisine here at Marchbank. In reply Willie Waddel said he was sure this was the start of 
a long and happy association. The very appropriate 'To my Bed' was the penultimate 
offering of the evening and 'Auld Lang Syne' closed another happy 'Marchbank Supper'. 

EDWARD MCCUE 
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Kenneth Gray addressing the Haggis at the anniversary dinner of the Robert Burns Society of the 
Midlands. Also pictured are Magda Hudson (wife of the main speaker), Charlotte Buchanan LeGrand 
(incoming President) and Ronald Beaton (outgoing President). 

994. The Robert Burns Society of the Midlands. The fifth Annual Memorial Robert 
Burns Dinner was held on Friday, January 29, 1983 by the Robert Burns Society of the 
Midlands at Seawell's Restaurant at the Fairgrounds. It was attended by an overflow 
crowd of some 125 persons, including most of the regular members and a goodly smat
tering of new faces. Many of those attending felt that for a variety of reasons, it was the 
best Burns dinner we have held thus far. Piper (newly commissioned) Lt. Mark Lester 
performed his usual piping chores on his final day as a civilian before reporting to his first 
duty station with the U.S . Air Force the following morning . The Rev. Boyd Coarsey gave 
the invocation . Mrs. Coarsey, apologising in advance for the job she might do (since it 
was her husband who prayed for a living), gave the 'Selkirk Grace'. Piping in of the 
Haggis chores were performed by Joe Jenkinson-Sword Bearer; Edward MacMillion
Haggis Bearer; Angus McLendon-Knife and Fork Bearer; Talmadge Le Grand-Scotch 
Bearer and Lt. Mark Lester-Piper. One of the hits of the evening was Kenneth Gray, a 
USC graduate student from Glasgow, who did a magnificent job in his address to the 
Haggis and later with delightful folk songs. After installation of officers by Ronald J. 
Beaton, out-going President, the 'Immortal Memory' was honoured by the Rev. Hudson, 
Chaplain, Clan Donald. His remarks about the traditions, etc. surrounding the Haggis 
were delightfully appropriate to the occasion given Burns interest in the Haggis and would 
have done credit to the Bard himself. Toasts were given to the President of the United 
States, Her Majesty the Queen, Friendship between the United States and Scotland 'The 
Lasses' and 'The Laddies' . The entertainment which followed included folksongs by 
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Kenneth Gray, p1pmg by Mark Lester and Geoff Macmillion, highland dancing by 
Eleanor Tandy and Clare McClure and Scottish country dancing by the Palmetto Scottish 
Country Dancers. As most Scots know there seems to be a great interest among both non
Scots and non-kilt wearing Scots on what is worn under the kilt. That mystery may have 
been solved at the dinner. Kenneth Hein, the five month old son of Ken and Thelma Hein 
was the youngest member attending the Burns dinner and was most appropriately attired 
in a kilt. So what is worn under a kilt? As baby Hein evidence, 'a diaper and rubber 
pants!' 

999. Dumfries and District Round Table Burns Club. Dumfries and District Round 
Table held its 2nd Anniversary Dinner since joining the Federation on 13th January in the 
Globe Inn, Dumfries. A gathering of over 70 Round Tablers and guests enjoyed an ex
cellent supper, safe in the knowledge that they must be one of the 'youngest' Burns Clubs 
with the average age of members about 35 years. Our speakers were to remind us of the 
age link with Burns and of the fact that he might well have been a member of Round Table 
had it existed in his time. The principal speakers were D. Wilson Ogilvie, Convener of the 
Federations Literature Sub-Committee and David Shankland-'A man wee! kent in these 
parts and ithers!'. The Haggis one of Kerr Littles biggest and best, was piped in by Ian 
Clowe and addressed by Vice-Chairman Ian Petrie. Other entertainment was provided by 
Hugh Sloan (Past President of the Howff Club) and round Tablers and the evening was 
controlled by Chairman Ian Kirkpatrick. Thanks once again to the atmosphere in the 
Globe Inn it was a most enjoyable event. 

In 1982, the Club had the privilege of staffing the bar on the Friday night of the Annual 
Conference in Dumfries as we did not accept personal gratuities all the money received 
(£45) was given to local charities. May I say thank you to the Conference goers. 

IAN CALDWELL 

1000. United Glass Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The light of our year was dimmed by the 
loss of our President Mr. Hugh Stewart, a tireless worker for the Club; he will be sorely 
missed by all. 

Our annual celebration was held on 18th January 1983, in the Newton Shaw Lounge 
Sauchie, under the able and very witty chairmanship of our Vice-President John Smith, 50 
members and guests enjoyed a memorable evenings entertainment. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed most skilfully by Mr. John Vallely, a most able orator, who was 
given a standing ovation. Songs by Albert Campbell and Alisdair Buchanan and 
recitations by Alisdair Mochar and Jim Harrower, were very well received by the mem
bers. Our piper, David Moore and fiddler, M. Skarrass entertained us with some very 
lively tunes which were much appreciated by all. The evening closed with a vote of thanks 
to the Club by Mr. Riddock, and the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. Vice-President, John 
Smith, on his being elected President of the Stirling, Clackmannan and West-Perthshire 
Area, and hope he has a long and happy term of office. 

JOHN MARR 

1003. Whiteadder Burns Club. A sudden return to icy roads did not chill the en
thusiasm of members and on Monday 31st January and all roads led to the Red Lion 
Hotel, Allanton. President A. Russell extended a warm welcome to 51 members and 
guests. The Haggis was piped in by P/M Tim Ainslie and addressed by W. Leith in his 
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usual pawky manner. The 'Immortal Memory' was delivered by Wylie Turnbull of Todrig 
with great feeling. 'The Lasses' proposed by J.M. Davidson B.Sc was not only witty but 
penetrating. Our Club by W. Cuthbert dispensed sagacity with humour to the delight of 
all. As the nicht drave on we had a veritable feast of recitation and song. Peter Craig 
rendered 'Tam O' Shanter' and the 'Cottar's Saturday Nicht' most articulately and Ar
thur Dougall 'Holy Willie's Prayer' in inimitable manner. Alistair Gillies was also in 
support. The customary high standards of the soloists was maintained by Jim Clark, P. 
Craig (Ayton) W. McCreag, George Turner and George Wilson ably accompanied by 
Alastair Marjoribanks to the great enjoyment of the members. In short a nicht to 
remember! 

JOHNS WALKER 

1005. Tamworth and District Scottish Society. The 24th Annual Burns Night was 
celebrated on Friday 28th January 1983 at Drayton Manor, Tamworth, Staffs. The 300 
members and guests who attended had a most enjoyable evening. The principal toast the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by a Society member, Dr. John Spence. Dancing 
afterwards to Frank Reid and his band. 

1007. Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island. 29th January was the date of 
Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island's 20th annual celebration of the birth of 
Robert Burns. Tickets for the supper were limited to 475 because of space limitations, and 
some of our supporters were disappointed because tickets went very quickly. An unusually 
mild day made it possible for the Burnsian folk to relax and enjoy themselves without fear 
of poor road conditions for the trip home. After a welcome by Committee Chairman John 
C. MacLean, the toastmaster for the evening, Alexander Malcolm, conducted the 
gathering in the traditional opening toasts. Richmond Cargill, Chief of Clan Cameron 
toasted President Reagan, Elva Urquhart, President of the Daughters of Argyle, toasted 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II: and William D. MacQuattie, President of the St. An
drew's Society of Rhode Island, toasted the 'Immortal Memory'. 'Grace' before dinner 
was offered by Helen Brannan, Chaplain of the Daughters of Argyle. Leading the singing 
of the 'Star Spangled Banner', 'God Save the Queen' and 'The Doxology' was Richard 
Ward. Gladys Wyatt of the Rhode Island Heritage Commission read a Proclamation 
from Governor J. Joseph Garrahy declaring 29th January 1983 as Robert Burns Day. 
Featured soloist of the evening was Thom Riley from Danvers, Massachusetts, a veteran 
performer of radio and many Burns Concerts. 

One of the highlights of the programme this year was the husband and wife team of 
Harry and Jean Saunders, who delivered the toast to 'The Lasses' and response. As has 
become traditional, the closing part of the organised programme was left to the Rhode 
Island Highlanders Pipe Band and dancers performing traditional highland songs and 
dances. Dancing the Highland Fling and Sword Dance were Janice MacLean, Johnna 
McDonald, and Phyllis and Marie Sirois. 

P. M. Alexander Glen delivered the Address to the Haggis, as well as leading the 
Highlanders through their smart marching performance. General ballroom dancing was 
enjoyed to the music of Jes We Three. 

The evening climaxed with the large gathering forming two concentric circles to sing 
what may be considered the international anthem, 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

ELIZABETH S. MACLEAN 
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1008. Caledonian Society of West Cumberland. On Burns Night, Society Pipers Bill 
Todhunter and John Winder piped in the Haggis, proudly transported by Joe Dobson, to 
be addressed by Secretary and Past President, George Goode. A traditional Burns Supper 
Meal was complimented with a sweet specially created for the Society by the Sandpiper 
Hotel and aptly named Caledonian Cream. The 'Immortal Memory', proposed by 
President Peter McGregor, expanded on the conjectural theme of 'A Robbie Burns in the 
20th Century'. Vice-President Ron Blair and his wife Mary came to verbal grips with good 
humoured criticism of their relevant opposite sexes-the ladies as usual having the last 
word. Alex Penn's unaccompanied singing of the introductory songs to the speeches had a 
delicacy and poignancy while the rich contralto voice of Dorothy Chambers did fitting 
justice to 'The Rowan Tree' and 'Ae Fond Kiss' of which Sir Walter Scott said 'one verse 
contains the essence of a thousand love tales'. 'Holy Willie's Prayer' was brilliantly 
performed by David Allan before the evening was rounded off with spirited communal 
singing of the Bards songs. 

Other events during the year included a President's At Home, Founders' Night, ceilidh, 
concert party, indoor bowling competition, beef and wine party, talk on the origin of the 
Scots Nation tracing back to the early Iron Age, and a spell binding performance of 
'Rigged Out In Rhyme' by Colin Fleming and Jean Tucker, consisting of original satire in 
prose and rhyme supplimented by sophisticated jazz from the David Bridge Trio. There 
was also a trip to Alnwick Castle via the beautiful scenery of Rothbury and the Cheviot 
Hills and of course St. Andrew's Night Ball. Principal guest, Col. R. K. May of the Kings 
Own Royal Border Regiment proposed the toast to 'The Society' in reply to 'The Country 
of Our Adoption'-Cumbria' by Vice-President Ron Blair. The Caledonia Pipe Band of 
Carlisle were in attendance and three hours of dancing to Black Velvet completed a 
wonderful evening. 

Although attendance have dropped this year the Society feels it has achieved, by the 
provision of a varied programme, its objective of fostering Scottish Associations, 
celebrating Scottish Festivals and having social, educational and recreational functions 
for the welfare of its members. 

GEORGE LINSCOTT GOODE 

1009, Edmonton Scottish Society. The Society held its Annual Burns Supper and 
Dance at the Society's Centre, Grant MacEwan Park, on 22nd January with the usual sell
out attendance of close to 300. President Bob Allan was Chairman and Bill Gibson did his 
excellent Address to the Haggis. Ian Nicol proposed a toast to 'Scotland and Canada' 
(and pointed out a few of the language difficulties!) and the toast to and reply from 'The 
Lasses' was handled so well by Col. and Mrs. E. Cormack that they received a spon
taneous standing ovation. The highlight of the evening was the toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' proposed by Dr. James Currie, Jr., and here we had a case of the son following 
in his father's footsteps for it was in 1979 that Rev. James Currie was in Edmonton. 
Singing, highland dancing and a dance rounded out the evening. Mr. and Mrs. Cliff 
Hanley, in Edmonton for the Edmonton Burns Club dinner, were guests. 

The Society is engaged in a variety of activities including sponsorship of the 'White 
Heather Show' twice a year and occasional cabarets featuring entertainers from Scotland; 
running in the Edmonton Highland Gathering, two soccer teams, a curling league, a 
Scottish Country Dance Club, a pipe band, a golf outing and many social and cultural 
event. One of the largest cultural events in which the Society participates is the Heritage 
Festival held annually in Edmonton which draws an attendance of around 200,000 in the 
two-day affair. 

C McNICOLL 
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1010. H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast. On Friday 2lst January 150 members and friends 
gathered at Magdala Hall for our 2nd Annual Burns Supper. Chairman Jack Jamison in 
his opening remarks gave a special welcome to those attending a Burns Supper for the first 
time. After Jim Heron gave the 'Selkirk Grace' the Haggis was piped in by Piper Joe 
Cairns with Donald Weir acting as bearer, Jack Brown as last year gave a polished address 
to the Haggis, Victor Smylie toast 'The Lasses', Mrs. Jacqueline Smith giving a spirited 
reply. Jim Heron then gave the 'Immortal Memory' toast taking as his theme Alloway and 
Mount Oliphant the early years of genius. During the interval Mrs. Edna Heron, Mrs. 
Louise McDougal and Mrs. May Craig distributed gifts of Scottish perfume to all the 
Ladies present. The evening concluded with a Scottish variety night with tenor David 
Henderson singing the 'Star o' Rabbie Burns' with great feeling, Jim Kennedy Scottish 
comedy and song, the Magill Brothers accordion and song all superbly backed by the 
group 'Impact'. 

A bus outing took place in September to Bushmills Distillery. A charity Christmas party 
raised a sum of £88 for Rosebank Childrens' Home. A party of 53 members spent an 
enjoyable 3 day outing to Ayr at Easter. 

JAMES HERON 

The President and office-bearers of Haddington Golf Club at the 1983 anniversary dinner. 

1011. Haddington Golf Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Club House in 
Friday 28th January 1983 with 70 members in attendance. The toasts were again of a high 
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calibre and the many amusing anecdotes were very much appreciated by the company. 
Our own Club member Mr. Kenny Adams who, until a few years ago, had little interest in 
Burns has proved a revelation in his ability to express and interpret the magic of Burns 
since his first 'Immortal Memory' one year ago, his services are in much demand. His 
toast to 'The Lasses' was excellent. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Hamish 
Henderson of the School of Scottish Studies at Edinburgh University. 

THOMAS SHAW 

1013. Balmullo Burns Club, Balmullo, St. Andrews. Balmullo's third Burns Supper 
was held in Balmullo Inn on 25th January 1983 under the Chairmanship of Mr. A. 
Mitchell. A full house of 68 members was present to join with Liz Brown proposing the 
'Selkirk Grace'. The Haggis, borne in by Poosie Nansie, alias Agnes Crowe, was piped to 
the table by Bill Duff and the Address was given by Jim Cameron. Pat Melville proposed 
the 'Immortal Memory'. George Spence toasted 'The Lasses' to which Mary Campbell 
replied, with feeling. Bob Munn told the story of 'Tam O' Shanter', again with feeling and 
these ceremonies were followed by dancing to the music of Bobby Crowe, Angus Fitchett 
and Colin Landers. Further entertainment comprised of piping from Bill Duff, Scottish 
dancing by young Jenny Hamilton and the new traditional choral rendition of 'The Star 
of Rabbie Burns' from the Committee. 

The Balmullo Burns Club's Committee in informal pose at the annual supper, 1983. 
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Between Annual Suppers the Club organises other social events three Scottish Music 
Nights and a St. Andrew's Night Buffet Dance and Social evening. The Club wishes to 
thank the hosts, Mr. and Mrs. A. Crookston for the facilities and service. 

J.CAMERON 

1015. Maltby and District Burns Society. Our first ever Burns Supper and Dance held 
in the Queens Hotel Maltby on Friday 28th January 1983 was a success beyond our wildest 
dreams. Eighty three members and guests saw Mrs. E. Page carry the Haggis piped in by 
Pipe Major Andy Ryan. The Haggis was addressed by Mr. Joe Malone. Our first 'Im
mortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Jean Jeavons, Secretary of Rotherham Scottish 
Association and was warmly received by the company. Our Vice-President Mr. John 
Gillon (JR. proposed the toast to 'The Toon We Bide In' and brought back many 
memories of a changed Maltby of some 17 years ago. Superintendent of Police Mrs. Denis 
Hinchcliffe replied very aptly for Maltby. Our Secretary Mr. P. J. Brennan gave the toast 
to 'The Lasses' in poetry, and the reply was made by one of our older members Mrs. 
Cranberry. Our President Mrs. Mary Beech concluded the after dinner speakers by 
thanking them for their efforts. The evening was continued with dancing. The music was 
provided most efficiently by Polaris Dance Band. The night as a whole was voted one of 
the best Maltby had seen for many years. 

This being our first year as a Society, it was all very new to us. But thanks to help and 
advice given us by kindred societies in our Region, in particular Worksop Burns and 
Caledonian Society we were launched on the 15th May 82 with our 'first' Presidents 
Reception. In September we held a fancy dress parade and ball, and on Saturday 
November 27th 1982 our 'first' St. Andrew's Dance was held in the Queens Hotel Maltby. 
The toast to St. Andrew and Scotland was proposed by Mr. Ian Ferguson Secretary of 
Yorkshire Main Colliery N.U.M. Branch. 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Saturday 12th February 1983 followed by a 
social evening, where the songs and music were provided by the members. We now have 
52 paid up members, and to show the spirit of the Society-our President Mrs. Mary 
Beech had never sat on a committee before-and had never spoke in public. She has done 
herself and us proud, and set a standard for all those who follow in her footsteps. 

This report would not be complete without a word of thanks to Mr. George Irvine and 
his wife Mirna. They have never hesitated to give help or advice and in 1982 our first year 
we certainly needed it. 

DA YID J. BRENNAN 

1017. The Southwick Burns Club. The Southwick Burns Club held their inaugural 
celebrations of the birthday of Robert Burns, on 23rd January 1983, at the Hounds Head 
Pub, Jack Hibert, owner. We are a very new Club, and there was a lot of rain and slush 
about but we had a good gathering for the fellowship of Robert Burns. Our reader, Geoff 
Marchant, teacher of English at the Hotchkiss School, gave us a very lively presentation 
of 'To a Mouse', 'A Man's a Man', 'Tam O' Shanter', 'Holy Willie' and 'The Deil's Awa 
Wi' Th Exciseman'. Pipe Major Arthur Hastings, Melha Shrine Temple Pipe Band, gave 
a very stimulating performance which included in part, Scotland the Brave, Lord Lovetts 
Lament, Robin Adair, Murrays Wedding and Amazing Grace. The 'Selkirk Grace' was 
given by Lawrence Todd and the Address to a Ha~is was given by the Secretary. All in 
all, while a small group, we enjoyed the traditional rri-eal, good fellowship, good water of 
life and a feeling that Robbie was with us and enjoying every minut~ as we were. 

HEYDON A. MOORE 
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President Mary Beech of Maltby and District Burns Society with Mrs. Page (Poosie Nansie), Pipe
Major Andy Ryan and Joe Malone who addressed the Haggis, at the anniversary dinner. 
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1020. Netherthird and Graigens Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 9th 
February 1983 in the main hall of Netherthird and Graigens W.M.C. the Haggis was 
piped in by Piper Billy Woods and addressed by Mr. James Smetherhem. Speakers were 
introduced by Mr. William Pender. The 'Selkirk Grace' before the meal was pronounced 
by Mr. Thomas Rowan. Mr. William Pender proposed the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert 
Burns. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. James Dorrans with Mrs. Christine 
Smetherhem replying. Mr. Allan Gillon gave his personal tribute to the fairer sex in the 
song 'Ae Fond Kiss'. Mr. James Smetherhem entertained the company with his rendition 
of 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. After the formal part of the programme entertainment was 
provided by Ian Muir and John McCroskie-Scottish Dance Band, Mr. William Mc
Millan was master of ceremonies. The catering for the evening was in the good hands of 
Mr. Jean Kay and her staff. Thanks were given to the Bar Staff and Committee members 
of Netherthird and Graigens Working Mens Club who through their free services made 
the night a huge success. To end the evening the comany joined hands in singing 'Auld 
Lang Syne'. 

The Netherthird and Graigens Burns Club held their St. Andrew's Night in the main 
hall of Netherthird and Graigens Working Mens Club. An excellent meal was provided by 
Mrs. Jean Kay and her staff. A formal speech on the travels of our patron saint before 
coming to Scotland was given by William Pender. James Smetherhem thanked Committee 
members and Bar Staff for services rendered. Entertainment for the evening was provided 
by Kenny Thompson's Scottish Dance Band. The event was brought to a close with the 
singing of 'Scots Wha Hae'. 

JAMES SMETHERHEM 

1022. Blane Valley Burns Club. Our Annual Supper took place in the Edmonstone 
Hall, Blanefield on Friday 21st January 1983. This was the Club's third supper and was 
again a complete sell-out with 120 people in attendance. 

In accordance with the Club's constitution Blane Valley Burns Club is a mixed Club and 
the supper was attended by husbands and wives and many other guests. Piper Archie 
Campbell piped the top table in and President Alan Morris opened the proceedings. A fine 
address to the Haggis was given by George Eastcroft and the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by John Watson from Strathblane. During the evening words o' the Bard were 
recited by Albert Johnstone and Malcolm Maclean. 'The Lasses' were-proposed by Dennis 
Pattenden and reply by Sue Rand. Other participants were Christine Fields, John Smith, 
David Simpson, Campbell Dick. 

The Club was formed in June 1980 and Became a Federation member in March 1983. 
The membership stands at around 24 and quarterly meetings are held in the Kirkhouse 
Inn, Strathblane. 

In the summer of 1983 it is hoped to have a bus run to Ayrshire in order to visit places of 
interest on the Burns Trail. Planned for October 1983 is a Scottish Folk Night and our 
fourth supper will be on Friday 20th January 1984. 

ALAN MCCORMICK 

1023. Skipton and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held in 
Skipton Town Hall on Saturday 22nd January 1983. After a welcome by President, Mrs. 
Ruth Lambert, the 'Selkirk Grace' was given by Chairman Gordon Annan. Over 100 
members then enjoyed a fine dinner, with the Haggis piped in by Piper Ken Wilson of 
Earby, being addressed by Vice-President James Kentley. William Stronach proposed the 
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loyal toast and the 'Immortal Memory' was most memorably proposed by N. Gordon 
Stewart, Past President of Harrogate St. Andrews Society and Vice-President of 
Yorkshire Burns Federation. Secretary Francis Clarke thanked speaker and Horace 
Boocock gave a hilarious toast to 'The Lasses', replied to in verse by Ruth Lambert. Miss 
Ruby Stodart toasted 'Our Guests' and dancing followed to Sounds Scottish Trio of 
Brighouse. 

AGM and social evening Saturday 27th March 1982. Manchester Scots Night Friday 
14th May 1982. Coach trip to Gretna Highland Games-Sunday 20th June 1982 (visiting 
Abbotsford this year). Social evening Saturday 25th September. Highland Ball with Rob 
Gordon Band and Buffet Supper, Saturday 23rd October. St. Andrew's social evening 
Saturday 27th November with Sounds Scottish Trio. Burns Supper, Saturday 22nd 
January 1983 . Burns Federation Ceilidh and quiz Friday 4th March 1983-Huby AGM 
and social evening, Saturday 26th March 1983. 

FRANCIS W . CLARK E 

1024. The North American Association of Federated Burnsians. This Association has 
experienced a year of steady growth in interest and membership. The Directors have held 
three meetings, planning the future of the organisations. During the AGM of the 1982 
Conference, held in Dumfries Scotland. Dr. Jim Connor, President of the N.A.A.F.B. 
presented the aims opinions and objectives of the organisation, confirmed complete co
operation with the Burns Federation and verbally re-remphasised the application of the 
N.A.A.F.B. as a member of the Burns Federation. 

DR. JIM CONNO R 

The Lord Mayor of Hull, Mrs. Phyllis Clark and her daughter, the Lady Mayoress, with Jimmy Davie 
and Mrs. Davie with principal guests at the Scots County Ball, held in Hull University on 30th April 
1982. 

N 

Photograph by L. B. Print Co., Hull 
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Margaret Cook, President of Irvine Lasses, presenting a cheque for £250 to President R. Whyte of 
Irvine Burns Club. 

Copyright Irvine Times 
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LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April, 1983) 

Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 73 Ian Faulds Alasdair M. Gordon, 3 
Portland Road, 
Kilmarnock KAI 2AN 

I The Burns Club of 1868 1885 175 R. W. Holman James Mason, 83 
London Dorchester Way, Kenton, 

Harrow HA3 9RD 
2 Alexandria Burns Club 1884 1885 150 James Gallacher John Barton, Cedar 

Cottage, 126 Middleton 
Street, Alexandria, G83 
ODQ 

4 Callander Burns Club 1877 1885 43 A.R. Thompson K. A. Stewart, Trustee 
Savings Bank, 49 Main 
Street, Callander, 
Perthshire 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 1885 1963 55 James Irvine Mrs. R. Irvine, 25 
Queensway, Earlston, 
Berwickshire TD4 6EU 

7 Thistle Burns Club 1882 1885 50 James McAulay T. Murtagh, 32 Calder 
Street, Glasgow G42 

9 Royalty Burns Club 1882 1886 269 A. Ewart W. A. McLagan, 42 
Cunningham Drive, 
Giffnock, Glasgow G46 
6ER 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club 1859 1886 134 John G. Watt James L. Hempstead, I 
Veir Terrace, 
Dumbarton G82 4AZ 

11 Chesterfield and 1886 1886 121 Jim Bullions Mrs. Cath Hess, Cliffhurst, 
District Cal. Assoc. Rectory Road, 

Duckmanton, Chesterfield 
13 St. Andrews Burns 1869 1981 90 David Reed, 5 Cairnhill 

Club Gardens, St. Andrews, 
Fife 

14 Dundee Burns Club 1860 1886 33 A. Sproul J. G. Stewart, 69 
Murrayfield Gardens, 
Dundee DD4 OAJ 

15 Belfast Burns Assoc. 1886 1886 65 Rev. Samuel J. Mrs. Margaret A. Stokes, 
Stokes 33 North Road, Carrick 

Fergus, Co. Antrim BT38 
8LP 

17 Nottingham Scottish 1871 1886 300 J.B. More Miss R. Smith, 14 
Association Harrington Drive, Lenton, 

Nottingham 
20 Airdrie Burns Club 1883 1885 102 W. S. Brown Matthew Hood, 125 

Cromarty Road, Airdrie 
21 Greenock Burns Club 1801 1886 139 Alister Hewitt Miss Mabel A. Irving, 4 

South Street, Greenock, 
Renfrewshire 
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THE BURNS HOUSE 
MUSEUM, MAUCHLINE 

This is YOUR museum, having been instituted in 1968 with 
funds donated by Burns Clubs and Societies throughout 
the world. 

The museum is open daily from Easter to 30th September, 
11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m., 
Sundays 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Or by arrangement. 

Your are now invited to ensure the future of the museum 
by becoming a 'FRIEND'. Send £1.00 now to the Secretary 
and Treasurer and your 'FRIEND' of the Burns House 
Museum ticket will be sent by return. This ticket will allow 
you unlimited access to the museum. 

William Bee, F.P.S., F.S.A.Scot, 5 Loudoun Street, 
Mauchline. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 1848 1886 36 Charles Addison Miss Helen M. Muir, 10 
Blinkbonny Rd., 
Edinburgh EH4 3HX 

26 Perth Burns Club 1873 1977 93 Rev. Hector Donald N. M. Paton, 7S 
Houston Needless Road, Perth PH2 
M.B.E., J.P. OLD 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 1872 1886 102 Francis W. Smith David Watson, C.A., 147 
Bath Street, Glasgow G2 
4SN 

3S Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns 182S 1887 90 JohnMcNab W. Walker, 10 Braehead, 
Club Dairy, Ayrshire KA24 SEX 

36 Rosebery Burns Club 188S 1887 20 Mrs. Netta Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 
Melville 'Crichope,' 49 St. Kenneth 

Drive, Glasgow GSl 4QF 
37 Dollar Burns Club 1887 1887 100 John R. Mcintosh Alex. B. Mciver, 

Harviestoun Lodge, Dollar 
FK14 7PY 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club 1872 1889 84 John M. Cowan Miss Ethel Hall, 3 
St. Mary's Place, 
Aberdeen, ABI 2HL 

42 Strathearn Burns Club 1889 19SO 48 Sam Ross Mrs. M. Robertson, 38 
Broich Ter., Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 3BE 

4S Cumnock Burns Club 1887 1891 120 Sheriff David Robin D. Hunter, I The 
B. Smith Square, Cumnock, 

Ayrshire KAIS IBQ 
48 Paisley Burns Club !SOS 1891 37 Archibald Crawford R. Y. Corbett, 36 

Riccartsbar Avenue, 
Paisley P A2 6BG 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club 1870 1891 710 John H. Sinclair W. Walker, 39 Randolph 
Rd., Glasgow Gl 1 7LF 

SO Stirling Burns Club 1886 1892 110 John S. Henry Robb. LL.B., 3 Pitt 
McAdam Terrace, Stirling 

SS Derby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 467 Mrs. Kathleen Dick Ronald A. Grant, 7 
and Burns Club Parkstone Court, 

Mickleover, Derby DE3 
SRJ 

S6 Muirkirk Lapraik 1893 1971 27 William Kirk Jos. Mackin, 42 Logan 
Burns Club Ave., Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KA183HB 
S9 Gourock Jolly Beggars 1893 1893 118 Walter Jamieson Robert Smith, !OS Kirn 

Burns Club Drive, Gourock PA19 IEG 
62 Cupar Burns Club 1884 1893 260 D. S. Campbell, 

Kingarroch, Craigrothie, 
by Cupar, Fife KAIS SAO 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 1893 1894 3SO Dr. Alex. D. Neil Macdonald, SS 
Burns Club Montgomery, Stockiemuir Ave., 

M.1.Ex. Bearsden, Glasgow G61 
3LX 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, 1861 1894 320 David Mcintosh Henry J. Horrell, MBE, 96 
inc. Cavell Street, Tamui, 

Dunedin, New Zealand 

213 



214 

THE 

regarding the content and 
manner of the performance 
presentation, 1t was not until 
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speaker let his cronies hear 
what he had decided to say 

\lvn11tt reco1umg was in 

progress the speaker was 
removed from the studro, and 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

72 Partick Burns Club 1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae Graham Davidson, 33 
Kingsborough Gardens, 
Glasgow G 12 9NH 

74 Nat. Burns Memorial 1888 1895 63 Sir Claude Hagart Alastair J. Campbell, c/o 
and Cottage Homes, Alexander of McKenzie, Roberton & 
Mauchline Ballochmyle, Bt. Co., 53 Bothwell Street, 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
82 Arbroath Burns Club 1888 1896 129 Alexander M. A. B. Brodie, 77 Keptie 

Harrison Road, Arbroath, Angus 
DD113EN 

85 Dunfermline United 1812 1896 110 The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, 'The Haining', 
Burns Club Earl of Elgin and Ferryhills, North 

Kincardine, Queensferry 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 

89 Sunderland Burns Club 1897 1897 57 J. R. Matthew Mrs. M. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland SR6 8AZ 

95 Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 100 George Diggle Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 
Gorses Mount, Darcy 
Lever, Bolton, Lanes BL2 
lPQ 

96 Jedburgh 1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace John Gibson, 35 Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. TD8 
6JY 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 1889 1899 130 James Scott, D. C. Smith, 22 
Club Cargenbridge Ave., 

Dumfries DG2 8LP 
116 Greenloaning Burns 1889 1900 66 Peter I. Mcintosh, Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 

Club J.P. Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 
120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 1820 1900 280 Robert G. Harvey Mrs. M. Morton, 640 

Southmead Road, Fitton, 
Bristol, BS12 7RE 

124 The Ninety Burns Club 1890 1902 53 J. Christie J. C. McVittie, W .S., 4 
North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh EH2 4HT 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 1866 1902 80 Ronnie A. Mayes C. Inglis McAulay, 
Kirkshiels, Main Street, 
Polmont by Falkirk 

133 Newarthill Burns Club 1903 1904 18 William Burns Thomas Boslem, 82 
Mosshall St., Newarthill, 
Motherwell 

149 Elgin Burns Club 1901 1905 150 C. B. Wilken Wm. D. G. Chalmers, 
M.B.E., T.D. Royal Bank Bdgs., Elgin, 

Moray IV30 !DY 
152 The Hamilton Burns 1877 1906 234 George H. E. Hall Dr. S. I. Parker, 25 

Club Burnside Place, Larkhall, 
Strathclyde ML9 2EQ 

158 Darlington Burns 1906 1906 48 J. L. C. Corry T. W. Chater, 26 Langdale 
Assoc. Road, Darlington DLI 4BP 

Co. Durham 
167 Birmingham and 1888 1924 248 A. R. Stalker P. Drew, 12 Hillcrest Road, 

Midland Scottish Wylde Green, Sutton 
Society Coldfield, West Midlands 

B721EG 
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SPECIALISE 
ON BURNS 

The specialists name for beer 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

169 Glasgow and District 1907 1908 15 C. Douglas Burgess Scott I. Galt, 157 Hyndland 
Burns Association Clubs Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 

173 Irvine Burns Club 1826 1908 450 George Watson William Cowan, 
'Norwood', 75 Bank Street, 
Irvine KA12 OLL 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 1909 1909 9 Dr. R. Mcinroy John Dorward, 17 Linfern 
Club Rd., Dailly KA26 9SW 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 1908 1909 130 Mark J. Brunton D. Wilkinson, 27 
Kenilworth Ave., 
Galashiels TDl 2DD 

192 Ayrshire Association of 1908 1910 28 John Inglis Mrs. Anne Gaw, 7 
Burns Clubs Clubs Highfield Place, Girdle 

Toll, Irvine KAI I IBW 
197 Winnipeg Burns Club 1907 1911 71 Les. J. Archibald James J. Turnbull, Sr., 258 

Southall Drive, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R2V 
IV3 

198 Gorebridge Burns Club 1906 1911 250 Archd. Lochrie A. Law,41 
Newhunterfield, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 
EH234BD 

199 Newbattle and District 1910 1911 60 J. Telford David Smith, 77 Sixth 
Burns Club Street, Newtongrange, 

Midlothian 
212 Portobello Burns Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 

J.P. 'Quardene,' 8 Bryce Ave., 
Edinburgh EH7 6TX 

217 Eskdale Burns Club 1886 1913 100 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. Sheena Elliot, 5 
Academy Place, Langholm, 
Dumfriesshire DGl3 OBA 

220 Burns Club of St. 1905 1913 41 Edward Renshaw Robert E. Burns, 619 West 
Louis Polo Drive, Clayton, Mo. 

63105, U.S.A. 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 1820 1913 100 D. Wilson Ogilvie, John A. C. McFadden, 37 

M.A. George Street, Dumfries 
DGl IEA 

236 Whitehaven Burns Club 1914 1914 54 Maurice Pringle George Young, Colington, 
Egremont Road 
Hensingham, Whitehaven, 
Cumbria CA28 8NQ 

237 Uddingston Masonic 1914 1914 18 Alexander L. J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Burns Club Hamilton Uddingston, Glasgow G71 

7JU 
238 Burns Club of Atlanta 1896 1914 100 Henry D. Franz, Jr. Douglas J. Fraser, 192 

Lamont Drive, Decatur, 
Georgia 30030, U .S.A. 

239 Hawick Burns Club 1878 1914 1150 H. Spreng James Dickie, Hawick 
Burns Club, Albert Bridge, 
Hawick, Roxburghshire 

242 Montrose Burns Club 1908 1915 120 Alan K. Smith Stanley G. Strachan, 
West-Lands, Redfield 
Crescent, Montrose, Angus 
DD108TN 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns. '-Glasgow Herald. 

Burns Memorial and 
Mauchline, Ayrshire 

The National 
Cottage Homes, 
Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Robert Burns 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the heart of 
the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, carefully selected 
from all quarters. Many of the Cottagers left tied houses on retirement 
with nowhere else to stay. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, their own 
furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, and have their own 
friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers to 
continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' in ideal 
surroundings . 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and added 
to, and for this purpose . 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sendi ng a Subscription to: -

A. J. Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

252 Alloway Burns Club 1908 1918 107 William Rae James Glass, M.A., 31 
Glenconner Road, Ayr 
KA73HF 

263 Glasgow Masonic 1919 1919 173 Charles McCall J. Darroch, 43 Victoria 
Burns Club Cres., Glasgow G12 9DE 

274 Troon Burns Club 1920 1920 85 Peter Howie James Adam, C.A., 
318/319 Bridgegate House, 
Irvine KA12 8DG 

275 Ayr Burns Club 1886 1920 120 David Gray K. G. McCallum, 12 
Bellevue Road, Prestwick, 
Ayrshire KA9 1 NW 

284 Philadelphia North- 1896 1921 15 Douglas Mackay Rev. John H. Leitch, 
eastern Burns Club S.T.D., 775 Copeland 

School Road, West 
Chester, Pennsylvania 
19380, U.S.A. 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 1921 1921 40 William Duncan Robert Hendry, 18 Park 
Poosie Nansie Burns View Newcraighall, 
Club Musselburgh EH21 8RP 

296 Walsall and Dist. 1900 1922 60 G. B. Barker J.M. McMillan, 192 Aliens 
Scottish Society Lane, Pelsall, Walsall, 

W. Midlands WS3 4JP 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's 1849 1922 200 Allen Houston Angus McKay, 2315 

and Caledonian Soc. Blanshard St., Victoria, 
B.C., Canada B8T 4J4 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 1914 1922 140 Mrs. C. Hunter G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Association Marrionville Dr., 

Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
310 Mauchline Burns Club 1923 1923 47 Dr. J. Cleland D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East 

Park Ave., Mauchline KA5 
5BS 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 1920 1923 42 Alex. Bruce Arthur Cowan, 25 
Edinburgh Alderbank Terr., 

Edinburgh EHl 1 lTA 
323 Kirkcudbright Burns 1918 1924 90 Robert Graham Adam Gray, Ingleston, 

Club Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire 
DG64UA 

329 Newark and District 1923 1924 125 Mrs. G. M. Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, 
Cal. Soc. Mcintyre 27 Macauley Drive, 

Balderton, Nr Newark, 
Notts. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 1826 1925 231 Dr. David Purdie J.M.M. Smith, 13 Broad 
St. Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire AB4 6JA 

340 Balerno Burns Club 1881 1965 80 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 15 
Deanpark Grove, Balerno, 
Edinburgh Ea14 7EA 

341 Leith Burns Club 1826 1925 Gerald T. Farmer, C.A., 
A.C.I.S., 34 Cramond 
Park, Cramond, Edinburgh 
EH46PR 

219 





Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel 1923 1925 9 Mrs. Elizabeth Mrs. Fiona McFadzean, JO 
Burns Club Jamieson Beachbank Cres., East 

Calder, West Lothian 
348 Newton Jean Armour 1924 1925 50 Mrs. 1. Hughes Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland 

Burns Club Cres., Cambuslang, 
Glasgow G72 8RB 

349 The Howff Burns Club 1925 1925 38 Mrs. Enez Logan Mrs. Sarah Logan, 123 
Hurlford Road, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock 

350 Markinch Burns Club 1899 1925 140 Jack Bissett Mrs. Isobel McLeod, 18 
Mey Green, Stenton, 
Glenrothes, Fife 

356 Burnbank and Dist. 1826 1926 20 Mrs. Janette Lees George Johnston, 48 May 
Masonic Burns Club Gardens, Hamilton, 

Lanarkshire 
360 Lochee Burns Club 1926 1926 462 Ralph Keenan Thomas Young, 4 Wiston 

Pl., Dundee DD2 3JR 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's 1878 1926 150 William Eccles Geoffrey C. Hewitt, 6 West 

Society Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness 
LA139AX 

365 Catrine Burns Club 1925 1926 26 George Fisher Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird 
Ave., Auchinleck, Ayrshire 
KA182JS 

366 Liverpool Burns Club 1924 1926 98 William Napier Mrs. Margaret J. Birkhead, 
16 Ribble House, Gateacre, 
Liverpool L25 5PT 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 1963 1964 100 Norman N. Brown Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Ploughlands Road, 
Dundonald, Ayrshire KA2 
9BY 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 1906 1927 90 W. D. Clark Tom Smith, 17 Eastern 
Burns Club Cres., Garden City, 

Kilbirnie 
378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns 1925 1927 32 Tom Bell G. Henderson Laing, 50 

Clubs Association Clubs Marionville Dr., Edinburgh 
EH76BW 

387 Cambuslang Mary 1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 
Campbell Burns Club Trossachs Road, Cathkin, 

Rutherglen 
392 Whifflet Burns Club 1920 1928 50 Hugh C. Johnston John A. W. Kirk, 8 Lugar 

Street, Coatbridge, 
Lanarkshire ML5 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 1928 1928 100 Miss 1. Auguss Mrs. Sally Knight, 17 
Club Greenlea Road, Annan, 

Dumfriesshire DG12 5LB 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 1876 1928 35 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 'Restalrig,' 5 

Burns Club, Dumfries Greystone Avenue, 
Dumfries DG 1 1 PE 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 239 Ian Sangster W. J. Smith, Royal Bank 
of Scotland, 62 Broad St, 
Fraserburgh AB4 5AS 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Burns Association who manage the 
Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the upkeep 
of the eleven houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting, 
are adding to their costs and they ask you keep this fact in mind . 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to: 

Scott I. Galt, LL.B., Secretary and Treasurer, 
157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield IS22 1929 342 Norman Hanlon R. A. Coghill, 37 Norton 
Park View, Sheffield SS 
SGS 

417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 1924 1929 75 G. Paton Mrs. I. Smith, 9 Mount 
Society Road, Burnley, Lanes. 

BB112LE 
426 Sauchie Burns Club 1929 1929 100 Thomas C. Jackson William Aitken, SS 

Gartmorn Rd., Sauchie, by 
Alloa Clackmannanshire 
FK!03NX 

430 Gourock Burns Club !SS7 1929 125 Guthrie Pollock John Scott, IS Ashton 
Road, Gourock, 
Renfrewshire 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars 1929 1930 135 Mrs. I. Broadbent Mrs. L. Nicholson, 14 
Ladies' Club Orontes Ave., Walney 

Island, Barrow in Furness, 
Cumbria 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns 1930 1930 100 Mrs.M.M. Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 
Club Mccuaig Kirkowens Street, Dumfries 

DGI 3DR 
439 Barnsley and District 1930 1930 47 Robert Murdoch L. Gibson, 147 Pogmoor 

Scottish Society Rd., Barnsley, S. Yorks 
S706PT 

444 Swansea and West 1921 1931 70 Neil McGregor R. N. Forbes, 5 Woodlands 
Wales Cal. Society Terrace, Swansea 

446 Herefordshire Burns 1910 1931 79 James Thomson D. J. James, 'Four Winds', 
Club 11 Lower Thorn, 

Bromyard, Herefordshire 
HR74AZ 

454 Rotherham and District 1924 1931 54 C. McC. Murray Mrs. J. Jeavons, 36 
Scottish Association Brunswick Road, 

Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
2RH 

45S Stonehaven 1926 1932 79 W.R. Murray Mrs. C. Dawson, 12 
(Fatherland) Burns Cruden Terr., Stonehaven, 
Club Kincardineshire AB3 2LQ 

461 Leicester Cal. Society IS77 1932 340 Miss Rob Cassie Mrs. J.M. Cutting, 
Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road 
West, Hinckley, Leics. 
LE!O !QB 

462 Cheltenham Scot. Soc. 1929 1932 160 Alexander McKenzieWilliam Cowie, 16 Hillands 
Dr., Cheltenham, Glos. 
GL53 9EU 

469 Denny Cross Burns 1932 1932 30 D. Blair W. Beveridge, 72 Little 
Club Denny Road, Denny, 

Stirlingshire FK6 5A T 
470 St. Giles' Burns Club 1924 1932 S5 James Taylor George Peterkin, 24 

Pansport Road, Elgin, 
Moray IV30 I ID 

472 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 1929 1932 II R. Macfarlan James A. Baird, 4 Binnie 
Burns Clubs Clubs St., Gourock, Renfrewshire 
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Dean Castle 
Kilmarnock 

Former home of Robert Burns' friend, 

the Earl of Glencairn 

Open to general public Saturdays and Sundays 

May-September 

Weekdays 2-5 Saturday Sunday 12-5 

or to organised parties throughout the year 

admission free 

The Curator, Dick Institute, Kilmarnock KAI 38U 

(0563 26401) 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

492 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 1928 1934 3SS Ron Cumming Mrs. J. Hogge, 2 Mentmore 
Society Close, Kenton, Middx. 

HA30EA 
494 Motherwell United 1934 1934 100 James Lees Ian Glenny, 66 Whamond 

Services Burns Club Tower, Motherwell, MLl 
lUQ 

SOO New Cumnock Burns 1923 1934 230 W. A. McHastie Wm. A. McHastie, 
Club 16 Greenbraes Drive, 

Ayrshire KA18 4AB 
SOl Galt Burns Club 1907 193S 110 Tom Milne Mrs. Greta Hanley, 448 

C.l.M. Waterloo St., S., 
Cambridge, Ontario, 
Canada N3H 1 N9 

S03 Dunblane Burns Club 1923 193S 20 James Glen William Faichney, Cross 
Cottage, Dunblane FKlS 
OAQ 

SlO l.C.l. Grangemouth 193S 193S lSO G. J. Richards A. Sinclair, c/o I.CJ. 
Burns Club Grangemouth Recreation 

Club, Earl's Road, 
Grangemouth, Stirlingshire 
FK38XG 

S 11 Perth (West Australia) 193S 193S S6 Mrs. M. Howell Mrs. Baillie, 8 Carnac 
Burns Club Street, Fremantle, West 

Australia 
S16 Airts Burns Club, 1936 19S9 so George Manderson Walter M.Muir, 89 

Preston pans Gardiner Road, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian 
EH329QR 

S20 Uddingston Lochlie 193S 1936 lS Mrs. E. Gilmour Mrs. Margaret McKellar, 
Ladies' Burns Club SO Douglas Street, 

Viewpark, Uddingston, 
Glasgow G71 SEA 

S23 Highland Soc. of New 1877 1936 lSO David T. Keers David Keers, S4 Cowals 
South Wales Lane, Ermington, NSW 

211S, Australia 
S30 Southern Scottish 1937 1937 24 David Smith Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 

Counties Burns Clubs Lochside Rd., Lochside, 
Association Dumfries DG2 OEH 

S34 Bedlington and District 1934 1937 100 Dr. John Brown W. D. Scott, 27 Hotspur 
Burns Club Ave., Bedlington, 

Northumberland NE22 
STD 

S3S Plymouth and District 1927 1937 60 R. G. B. Hunter Mrs. E. Pay, 2S Waterloo 
Caledonian Society Street, Stoke, Plymouth 

PLI 5RS 
536 Whithorn and District 1937 1937 4S James Edgar, William Rae, B.L., 58 

Burns Club M.R.C.V.S. George Street, Whithorn, 
Newton Stewart DG8 8P A 

S43 Abbey Craig Burns 193S 1938 101 J. Gordon Robert G. Hynd, LL,B., 
Club Wemyss (N.P.), M.B.l.M., 2 

Victoria Place, Stirling 
FK82QX 
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Johnnie Walker 
Born 1820-still going strong 
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No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 190 Mrs. Jean Barker Mrs. Jaqueline Johnstone, 
21 Calvery Drive, Leeds 
13, West Yorks. 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 82 Lionel Robb Mrs. Margaret J. 
Mcintosh, 'Moy', 7 Hay 
Brow Cres., Scalby 
Scarborough, N. 
Yorkshire. 

555 Harrogate St. Andrew's 1921 1938 280 Mrs. Kathryn J. N. Gardiner, 12 Rossett 
Society Williamson Beck, Harrogate, N. Yorks 

HG2 
556 Caledonian Society of 1883 1938 75 A. B. Baird Mrs. P. M. Swan, 23 

Doncaster Ambleside Cres., 
Spot borough, Doncaster, 
S. Yorks. 

559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 200 Mrs. W. Laing Mrs. E. Salmon, lA 
Society Tuckwell Close, Stockton, 

NrRugby 
561 London (Ontario) 1938 1939 102 Dr. James Connor Mrs. Magdeline A. Erdos, 

Burns Club 2 Great Oak Court, 
London, Ontario, Canada 
N6H4K2 

562 Castle Douglas Burns 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 
Club Ernespie Road, Castle 

Douglas 
563 Norfolk Caledonian 1934 1977 400 Mrs. Lorna Mrs. V. M. Walker, 52A 

Society Sheridan Portersfield Road, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR2 
3JX 

566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 200 Miss May Miss May Dickie, Flat No. 
Club of Australia Dickie 8, 26 The Crescent, Manly, 

N.S.W. 2095, Australia 
571 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 33 Ron Gordon R. M. Allen, 32 Greer 

Club Cres., St. Albert, Alberta 
TSN ITS 

572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 85 Donald Cromar T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, 
Hunter St., Chester CHI 
2AS 

576 Fort Matilda Burns 1934 1940 40 DugaldS. G. Gay, 9 Binnie St, 
Club Robertson Gourock, Renfrewshire 

578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 Robert Scott Miss Ann Pickering, 95 
Burns Clubs Clubs Dyfrig Street, Dykehead, 

Shotts 
580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 154 J. Starrs Wm. Reid Jnr, Springfield, 

Bute Terrace, Millport, Isle 
of Cum brae KA28 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 42 Joe Keegan Tom B. Myles, 7B Wallace 
Burns Club House, Cumbernauld, 

Glasgow G67 I LU 
585 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 130 John Watson J. A. Dargavel, 31 Garry 

Club Clarinda Burns St., Glasgow 
Circle 
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Land O' Burns 
Centre Alloway 

This Visitor and Tourist Centre is located in the 
heart of Burns Country, opposite 'The Auld 
Haunted Kirk' where Tam o' Shanter roared on 
the cantrips of Cutty Sark, and five minutes walk 
from the Brig o' Doon where poor Maggie lost 
her tail. 

With such distinguished neighbours our Centre 
has to be something special, and it is. The Audio 
Visual Theatre with multi-screen projection offers 
an insight into the man Burns, with a scenic tour of the Burns Country. 
This new programme makes an excellent starting point for visits to the 
Burns Heritage Trail Sites. 
There is a souvenir shop offering the discerning visitor the best of 

Scottish craft, including exquisite jewellery, glass and pottery, leather 
and woollen goods and well stocked bookshelves. 

Set in beautiful landscaped gardens, there are ample car and coach 
car parks, with attractive picnic areas. 

Our staff will make you very welcome and treat you with a courtesy 
which will please you and they will thank you for calling, because they 
believe that the most important people at the Centre are you, our 
visitors. May we look forward to meeting you. 

THE CENTRE is OPEN 7 days a week all year round. 
HOURS: Oct-May 10 am-5 pm (7 days) 

June & Sept. 10 am-6 pm (7 days) 
July & August 10 am-9 pm Mon-Frid 

10 am-6 pm Sat & Sun 

Enquiries to the Manager: 
Mr. Tom Raffel at Alloway 43700 

Props: Kyle & Carrick District Council 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

589 Solway Burns Club 1921 1978 90 Jim Hawkins Revd. Peter W. Main, 6 
Fruids Park Avenue, 
Annan, Dumfriesshire 
DG126AY 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 50 William McPike James L. Conn, 48 
Burns Club Houston Cres., Dairy 

KA244BJ 
606 Corby Stewarts & 1944 1945 30 J. Robb G. Garden, 6 Sturminster 

Lloyd's Burns Club Way, Corby, Northants. 
612 Torrance Masonic 1928 1945 50 William Frew Fred C. Jordan, West 

Social and Burns Club Balgrochan Cottage, 
Torrance, Nr. Glasgow 

618 Altrincham and Sale 1945 1945 50 Douglas Taylor, Mrs. A. Taylor, 15 
Caledonian Society M.M. Southpoint Queens Drive, 

Heaton Mersey, Stockport, 
Cheshire 

626 Moffat and Dist. Burns 1946 1946 60 Charles Young Mrs. N. Ure, 1 Rae Street 
Club Moffat, Dumfriesshire 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 1889 1946 150 Robert W. Dunbar John Kidd, Little Aldie, 
Burns Club Fossoway, Kinross KY13 

7QJ 
629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnston, 42 High 

Club St., Sanquhar, 
Dumfriesshire 

630 Coalsnaughton Burns 1945 1946 150 Albert Kennedy Alex. B. Mciver, 
Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

FK147PY 
632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 107 Harry Bull Mrs. M. Hume, IOI 

Lammermuir Road, 
Bellfield, Kilmarnock KAI 
3UE 

637 Millheugh Burns Club 1941 1946 25 Wm. Mcintosh John Campbell, 26 
Ashburn Loan, 
Meadowhill, Larkhall, 
Lanarkshire 

642 Rutherglen Burns Club 1975 1975 32 David Maxwell Mrs. Allison Brown, 2 
Blairtum Drive, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow 

646 The Clear Winding 1946 1947 36 John Anderson Mrs. Janet Snaddon, 44 
Devon Alva Burns The Nebit, Alva, 
Club Clackmannanshire FK12 

5DH 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 1947 1947 IOI John Nicol Jack Milroy, 28 Lamont 

Burns Club Cres., Fallin, Stirlingshire 
FK7 7EJ 

660 Langholm Ladies' 1947 1947 49 Mrs. A. D. Mrs. Elaine Anderson, 2 
Burns Club McBay Mary St., Langholm, 

Dumfriesshire DG13 OAL 
661 Leamington and 1947 1947 90 P.R. Marshall Miss I. T. S. Henderson, 66 

Warwick Caledonian Greatheed Road, 
Soc. Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire CV32 6ET 
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MAKE YOUR 

~urni 

mig~!ATREAT 
WITH OUR TRADITIONAL 

SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP HAGGIS 
FROM 

GRONBACHS 
OF COWDENBEATH 

INFORMATION ON REQUEST 

ORDERS TAKEN NOW 
PHONE COWDENBEATH 510906 

Pork & Beef Butchers 

198 & 202 High Street 

Cowdenbeath 

FifeKY49NP 

Scotland 

REIGNING SCOTTISH CHAMPION FOR HAGGIS 1981-84 
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No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 156 Miss Joan Donald Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 
Caledonian Society 70 The Avenue, Oaktree 

Farm, St. Leonards, Nr. 
Ringwood, Rants. BH24 
2RJ 

664 West Kilbride Burns 1947 1947 142 Mrs. M. Deans K. Bills, 9 Bellard Walk, 
Club West Kilbride, Ayrshire 

KA239JL 
665 Gartmorn Ladies' 1947 1948 44 Mrs. Jessie Pert Mrs. J. Pert, 137 Main 

Burns Club Street, Sauchie, Alloa, 
Clacks. FKlO 3JX 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies 1947 1949 150 Andrew Gillan Andrew Richmond, 26 
Burns Club Frew Terrace, Irvine KA12 

9EA 
681 The Cronies Burns 1948 1948 59 Mrs. Jean Tom Lind, 139 Dundonald 

Club, Kilmarnock McMillan Road, Kilmarnock KAl 
lUG 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon 1947 1948 125 Don Sheridan Mrs. J. M. Denton, 38 
and Dist. Cal. Soc. Hunts Road, 

Stratford-on-Avon, 
Warwicks, CV37 6JJ 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie 1939 1949 21 Mrs. Hazel Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger, 10 
Nansie Ladies' Burns Weierter Durham Cres., Lower 
Club Largo, Fife KY8 6DN 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 150 Charles Morgan D. F. MacDougall, 
Outlands lB Dores Road, 
Inverness IV2 4QX 

693 Masonic Burns Club, 1949 1949 34 James McFadyen John Middleton, 8 
Kirkcudbright Warren Dovecroft, Kirkcudbright 

DG64JS 
695 Kilmarnock Burns 1949 1949 140 Andrew Forshaw Mrs. Barbara Hopner, 2 

Club (Dunbartonshire) Cambusmoon Terrace, 
Gartocharn, by Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 202 DouglasM. Mrs. J. Scott, 95 
Soc. of St. Andrew McFarlane Woodburn Drive, Whitley 

Bay, Tyne and Wear NE26 
3HY 

698 Turriff Burns Club 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt Charles Calder, Cruachan, 
Johnston Park, Turriff 

699 Choppington Burns 1948 1949 132 J. Brady John E. Godden, 181 North 
Club Ridge, Bedlington, 

Northumbria NE22 6DG 
701 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 54 William Quigley John Philiben, 6327 

Calhoun, Dearborn, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48126 

706 North Lindsey Scots 1927 1949 144 F. H. Wilding Mrs. Joyce Matthews, 
Soc. Holmefield, Flixborough, 

Scunthorpe, Humberside 
DN15 8RP 
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YOU'RE ALWAYS WELCOME 
AT HIS TABLE. 

Dewars 
\\NI£ Label 

DEWAR'S 
FIRST TO BOTTLE THE SPIRIT OF SCOTLAND ·~ 

ROBBIE BURNS ORIGINAL TABLE OWNED BY JOHN DEWAR & SONS LTD 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

710 Burns Society of 1896 1950 25 Mrs. Margaret Mrs. Flora B. Crawford, 55 
Toronto Burke Oakmount Road, APT 515, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M6P2M5 

711 The Victorian Scottish 1905 1950 30 Mrs. H. Hill G. McNaughton, 301 
Union SOC. Francis St., Yarraville, 

Victoria Australia 3013 
718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 197 Gregor Grant Andrew Hounam, 23 

of York Middlethorpe Grove, 
Dringhouses, York Y02 
2JW 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 130 D. A. Hodge Miss E. R. Dick, 6 
Scottish Society Burwood Ct., Goldlay 

Ave., Chelmsford, Essex 

720 Retford and Dist. Cal. 1949 1950 100 F. Isaacs Mrs. K. Beardsall, 5 Trent 
Society St., Retford, Notts NG23 

6SY 
721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 30 Mrs. Nancy Collins Joseph B. Main, 42 Clinton 

Club Ave, Lipson, Plymouth 
PL47HA 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 1920 1950 90 John McLintock, M. McKenzie, Francis Ville 
M.A., LL.B. Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 

IV149AX 
725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 80 Douglas McEwan Roy Ramage, 15 Glenwinne 

Road, Alva, Clacks. FK12 
5NX 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 1950 1951 50 Mrs. Heather Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 
Clement Elgar Rd., Burwood, 

Victoria, 3125, Australia 
727 The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 220 Hamish Barclay Zita Thomsen, 3 Mulvad, 

of Denmark 2800 Lyngby, Denmark 
730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 60 Gordon S. Henry John C. Mcintyre, West 

Drummoddie, Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownshire 

733 Aberdeen Burns Study 1951 1974 15 David Duncan R.H. Watson, 6 Derbeth 
Circle Cres., Aberdeen AB2 6LH 

740 Thorntree Mystic 1949 1952 65 A. Honneysett David Phillips, 39 High 
Burns Club Street, Prestonpans, East 

Lothian EH32 9AJ 
743 The Romford Scottish 1931 1952 119 R. W. Miller W. B. Champion, 284 

Association Corbets Tey Road, 
Upminster, Essex RM14 
2DT 

744 Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 182 Mrs. A. F.M. W. J.B. Goodall, 1 
Society Clark Officials Terr., Malton, 

Lanchester, Durham DH7 
OTH 

745 Northumberland and 1924 1952 285 A.M.Frood A. C. McGregor, 23 
Durham Cal. Society Milford Gardens, Brunton 

Park, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE35AT 
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You're first with us. 

Bank of Scotland 
offers a convenient, safe, modern 
way to manage your personal finances. 
Simply open a Current Account with 
us-regular Statements can easily help 
you keep track of your day to day 
spending. 

At your local Bank of Scotland 
branch, the manager and staff extend a 
friendly welcome and can advise on 
the many personal banking services 
available to you. 

It's our way of putting you first. 

o~o BAIK OF SCOTLAID 
40 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

748 Ouplaymuir Burns Club 1936 1953 32 Dr. J. McGregor Prof. J. A. M. Inglis, 
M.A., LL.B., Crioch, 
Uplawmoor, Glasgow G78 
4AB 

753 Westmorland St. 1938 1953 132 George Lister Mrs. H. A. Simpson, 18 
Andrew Society Copperfield Lane, Kendal, 

Cumbria LA9 6HP 
754 Thornton Cleveleys and 1951 1953 105 Thomas Duncan Mrs. Maureen F. Forsyth, 

Dist. Scottish Society 64 Garstang Road West, 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lanes. 
FY67SN 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 120 Mrs. Isobel D. Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates 
Walker Lane, Wrenthorpe, 

Wakefield WF2 ONY 
768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 120 Thomas John Combe, 100 Carden 

Beggars Burns Club Mcintyre Castle Park, Cardenden, 
FifeKY50EB 

769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 70 Douglas H. Dawson William M. Dawson, 
Club 9 Main St., Clackmannan 

FK104JA 
772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 60 C. McBlane Peter Hynd, 'Corrie', 50 

Ayr Road, Prestwick KA9 
IRR 

773 Cumnock Cronies 1910 1954 100 Eric Love John Graham, 8 Herdston 
Burns Club Place, Cumnock, Ayrshire. 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 80 A. McNaughton B. W. Crosbie, 
Scottish Society 'Woodlands', Stapleton 

Lane, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leicester 

784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 135 James Hamilton Robert Donaldson, 2 
Abbotseat Road, Kelso 
TD5 7SL 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal 1946 1955 100 S. Chambers Mrs. B. Bayne, 56 
Society Sandringham Road, 

Swindon, Wilts SN3 I HX 
803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 60 Hugh Docherty James Ewan, 39 Kirkburn 

Club Dr., Cardenden, Fife KY5 
OJF 

808 Pontefract and Dist. 1956 1957 48 T. Cumming F. Hiorns, 15 Maple Ave., 
Cal. Society Hardwick Road, 

Pontefract WF8 3QN 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 29 Ian Murray Mrs. Helen Waddell, 58 

Burns Club Allershaw Tower, Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire ML2 OLP 

810 Thirty-seven Burns 1957 1973 37 J. Archibald Thos. D. Campbell, 76 
Club, Shotts Henderson Dyfrig St. Shotts, 

Lanarkshire ML 7 4DQ 
811 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 60 David Clark Walter Hall, 5 Paterson 

Ave., Logan, Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KAIS 3HR 
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THE MITCHELL LIBRARY 
Burns Collection 

Housed in the Department of Language & Literature, this is probably the 
largest Burns collection in the world. Over 3,500 items including-

900 editions of the works; 
Translations into 26 languages; 
Full set of Burns Chronicle and indexes; 
Newspaper cuttings and index; 
Burns clubs reports and programmes; 
10 original manuscript letters and poems; 
Index of illustrations of poems and songs; 
Sound recordings of poems and songs; 
All forms of printed Burnsiana. 

Telephone and postal enquiries undertaken. 

The Mitchell Library, 
Kent Road, Glasgow G3 7DN. 

Monday-Friday 9.30 am-9 pm 
Telephone 041-221 7030 

Saturday 9.30 am-5 pm 
Telex 778 732 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

812 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 130 Mrs. Irene Dr. Graham Davidson, 
Bradford Anderson 'The Gables' Apperley 

Lane, Apperley Bridge, 
Bradford, W. Yorks. BDIO 
OPH 

813 Tranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 46 Duncan Ayton Alexander McNeil!, 36 
Muirpark Rd., Tranent, 
East Lothian EH33 2A T 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 40 William McK. Ewen C. Mair, Briardale, 
Burns Club Barrowman Haugh Road, 

Dalbeattie, 
Stewartry District DOS 
4AR 

821 Ayr Masonic Burns 1919 1958 35 George G. Smith James McLeish, Barngore 
Club Farm, Coylton, by Ayr 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 77 Ron McRobbie Mrs. J.M. J. Walker, 9 
Society Hathersage Walk, Oak 

Tree Lane, Mansfield, 
Notts NG18 30X 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 T. S. Riddock Alex. B. Mciver, Esq., 
and West Perthsire Clubs Harvieston Lodge, Dollar, 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs Clacks. FK14 7PY 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 30 Mrs. Daven Baird, Miss Mary Aytoun, 
Burns Club, Edinburgh M.B.E. M.B.E., 31 Willowbrae 

A venue, Edinburgh 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 32 Robert Kirk Ian Rennie, Police Station, 

Club Lochgoilhead, Argyll PA24 
834 St. Andrew's Society 1960 1959 90 Mrs. Margaret H. E. Crowther, 78 Sylvan 

(Altrincham, Sale and Gillespie Ave, Timperley, 
District) Altrincham, Cheshire 

WA156AB 
839 Coldstream Burns Club 1888 1961 116 Baron Home, William Jackson, 

K.T.P.C., of the Homestead, Hirsel, 
Hirsel of Coldstream, Berwickshire 
Coldstream TD124LW 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 1955 1961 160 James Murray Richard Jewkes, 7215 
Montreal, Canada Boyer St., Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada H2R 2R6 
842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' 1932 1961 54 John Little Mrs. Bessie Little, 82 

Burns Club, Hamilton, Sherman Ave., N. 
Ont., Canada Hamilton, Ontario, 

Canada LSL 6M4 
845 Tam o' Shanter, 1959 1961 1990 George Mudie Jas. McCaw, Tam o' 

Coventry Shanter Club, Hertford Pl., 
Coventry, Warwickshire 
CVl 3JZ 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns 1961 1977 100 John Clarke Alex. B. Mciver, P.M., 
Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

FK147PY 
851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 1962 36 F. T. Hogsden Mrs. J. Little, Sa Mersey 

Place, Mt. Roskill, 
Auckland, New 
Zealand 
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VALE OF GARNOCK CRAFTS 

present 

Tam o' Shanter 
ONE OF THE FIGURES FEATURED IN 
THE BURNS PEWTER SERIES 

Also available Burns as the Ploughman, the Poet and the Mason . 

Details from 
Hugh Davidson, 
2 Dairy Road, 
Kilbirnie 
Tel Kilbirnie 5232 (day) 

2273 (night) 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 1960 1963 137 Dr. Montgomery S. Robertson, Eglinton 
Irvine Arms Hotel, High Street, 

Irvine 
860 Southland Burns Club, 1962 1963 50 G. M. McLennan G. M. McLennan, PO Box 

New Zealand 1236, Invercargill, New 
Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 1948 1963 60 Mrs. M. Eminson Mrs. E. Clarkson, 4 Dene 
Close, Waterloo Lane, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln 
LN60SU 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 1960 1963 110 C. B. Grant C. B. Grant, Fieldhouse, 
Association Wickenby Lincoln 

864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 40 F. D. J. Taylor Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, 143 
Tasmania David St., East Devonport, 

Tasmania, Australia 7310 
865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1963 32 William Young J. T. Grahamslaw, 8 The 

Club Brae, Cambusbarron, 
Stirling 

866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. 1955 1963 50 D. P. Mayling J. S. Bennett, 6 Groome 
Society Ave., Loscoe, Derbyshire 

DE77RR 
870 Scottish Burns Assoc. 1962 1964 175 Mrs. Dora Garner Miss Margaret Laird, 189 

of Massachusetts Forest Street, Arlington, 
Massachussetts 02174, 
U.S.A. 

872 East Midland's Assoc. 1949 1964 7 J. D. MacFarlane J. R. Steele, 11 Ruskin 
of Scottish Socs. Socs. Ave., Wellingborough, 

Northants. NN8 3EQ 
874 The Masonic Club 1963 1964 27 Chieftain Ken G. W. Burns-Peat, 18/72 

Burns Club, Chapman Patterson St, Middle Park, 
Melbourne Melbourne, Victoria, 

Australia 3206 
878 Worksop Burns and 1965 1965 150 Willian Brodie T. H. English, 166 

Cal. Club Raymoth Lane, Worksop, 
Notts. S81 7DY 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. 1960 1965 150 Mrs. Jean Pine Robert Pine, Alpin House, 
Soc. 4 West Grove Road, 

Harrogate, N. Yorks. 
HGl 2AD 

882 Canberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 850 Ronald K. Charles. C. Taylor, P.O. 
and Burns Club Drummond Box 69, Kingston, 

Canberra A.C.T. 2064, 
Australia 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1967 25 G. Irvine Angus McLarty, 5 Vicarage 
Caledonian Society Lane, Beckingham, Nr. 

Doncaster, S. Yorks. 
DN104PN 

888 Vancouver Burns Club G. Smith, 3081 East lst 
Ave., Vancouver, B.C., 
V5M 1B3, Canada 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie 1959 1967 20 John Brown R. B. Cleland, 16 
Jean' Burns Club McClurg Court, 

Motherwell MLl lXH 
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Make sure you share all this by ordering a 
copy from your newsagent or by taking out 
a subscription . 

The cost for one 

Every month. this handy
size magazine has articles 

and photographs that 
bring you the mountains. 
glens. wildlife. humour. 

pastimes, customs. 
colour and history of the 

real Scotland 

year is: Inland 
£8.64 

Overseas 
£9.36 

Canada 
£9 .42 ($20.97) 

U.S.A. 
£9.42 ($16.97) 

Complete the coupon . enclose the remittance and send to : m 
Subscribers Department, (The Scots Magazine), £

41
"'Wml 

7-25 Bank Street, Dundee DD1 9HU. --P e 
l Please send The Scots Magazine each month for one year to- ' ' I 

!__!emittance of 
- - -

enclosed 
BC 

I 
I 

I 
_J 



No. Name 

890 The Wollongong Burns 
Society 

892 Ayrshire Metal 
Products Burns Club 

893 North Bay Burns Club, 
Ontario 

894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

895 W esterton Burns 
Club 

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 

897 Glenbervie Burns 
Memorials Assoc. 

898 Peterlee and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

900 Irvine Valley Burns 
Club 

901 Cramlington Burns 
Club 

902 Newmarket Burns Club 

907 Stonehouse Burns Club 

908 'Brithers Be' Burns 
Club 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 

914 Ipswich and West 
Moreton Cal. Soc. and 
Burns Club 

p 

Inst. 

1966 

1966 

1967 

1967 

1968 

1957 

1947 

1954 

1968 

1970 

1959 

1971 

1971 

1947 

1903 

Mem
Fed. hers 

1967 36 

1968 40 

1968 50 

1968 50 

1968 40 

1968 36 

1969 20 

1969 30 

1970 30 

1970 30 

1970 35 

1971 60 

1971 30 

1972 100 

1972 21 

President 

Mrs. Anne Ridley 

John Miller 

Margaret Craig 

George Main 

John Neill 

Frank Macleod 

L. R. Burness 
FRGSF.S.A. 
(Scot) 

Mrs. A. Walton 

Mrs. Helen P.R. 
McMillan 

Leslie Miller 

Tom B. Myles 

Richard Gibb 

Mrs. N. Mabon 

George Simpson 

A. M. W. Keddie 

Secretary 

L. M. Chirnside, 5/1 
Myuna Way, Mangerton 
Wollongong, N.S.W., 
Australia 2500 
John Taylor, 30 Ford Ave., 
Dreghorn, Irvine, Ayrshire 
KA114BW 
Mrs. P. C. Cameron, 974 
Bloem St., North Bay, 
Ontario, Canada PIB 4Z8 
Mrs. B. Ward, 26 Alpha 
Ave., Molescroft Beverley, 
N. Humberside HU17 7JE 
William Jardine, 8 George 
St., Dunblane, Perthshire 
FK159HE 
Mrs. C. Moir, P.O. Box 
575, Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, W.A. 
George F. Watt, 109 
Smithfield Drive, 
Middlefield, Aberdeen AB2 
7XD 
Mrs. A. Rogers, 50 
Westermorland Rise, 
Peterlee, Co. Durham SR8 
2EW 
William Morrison, 19 
Campbell Street, 
Newmilns, Ayrshire KA16 
6DU 
Peter Currie, 13 Melling 
Rd., Cramlington, 
Northumberland. 
Alex. Corbett, 25 Manor 
St., Falkirk FKI INH 
Duncan McKechnie, 4 
Cander Avenue, 
Stonehouse, Lanarkshire 
ML9 
Mrs. Jessie Fulton, 14 
Mauchline Rd., Hurlford 
Kilmarnock KAI 5AD 
George Simpson, 13 
Weaver Row, St. Ninians, 
Stirling FK7 9AS 
Mrs. Ann Keddie, 76 
Diamond St., River View, 
Ipswich 4304, Queensland 
Australia 
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'' • • 

Many world renowned names have seen us as an ideal business 
and domestic community 
Not least of course, was Burns himself ... 
Today, more than ever, our roots are strong and firm in the tradition 
of promoting growth and nurturing prosperity. Famous companies and 
happy families continue that long-standing tradition . 
. . . the Bard would still feel just as at home today! 

Scope for Burns - Scope for you. 
Irvine Development Corporation, Perceton House, lrvme, Ayrshire KA 11 2AL. Tel. 0294 214100 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

915 Canterbury Burns Club 1971 1972 130 Wallace Vinnell Miss N. M. Hill, 222 
(Inc) Barrington St., Spreydon 

Christchurch 2, New 
Zealand 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Burns 1964 1972 75 Roger Garnett Eustace Senior, 21 
Club Corberry Avenue, 

Dumfries DG2 7QH 
917 Scottish Presidents' 1958 1972 130 Rev. W. Speirs Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 

Assoc. T.D., Ph.D. Lea Road, Gainsborough, 
Lines. DN21 JAN 

918 Dover and East Kent 1887 1973 145 Denis Jerden Major James Macfarlane, 
Scottish Society M.C. (Retd.), 169 Elms 

Vale, Road, Dover, Kent 
CT179PW 

919 Orange and District 1944 1973 100 J. Heron Mrs. W. Sullivan, Mitchell 
Scottish Assoc. Parade, Orange, N.S.W., 

Australia 2800 
920 Trysting Thorn Burns 1971 1973 50 James Cowan John Prott, 8 Hannahston 

Club Ave., Drongan, Ayrshire 
921 Northern Scottish 1972 1973 36 William R. Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. 

Counties Assoc. of Murray, M.A. Mary's Place, Aberdeen 
Burns Clubs ABI 2HL 

922 The Clumber Burns 1973 1973 9 Mrs. Eva Reid L. Jeavons, 36 Brunswick 
Club Rd., Broom Valley, 

Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
2RH 

923 Old Manor Burns Club, 1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay James Boyle, 28 Cawder 
Bridge of Allan Rd., Bridge of Allan, 

Stirlingshire 
924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 1939 1973 49 James McKenzie John H. Winning, 4 

Branch) Burns Club Hillview Ave., Dumfries 
DGl 4DY 

925 Laurieston Burns Club 1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter, 'Cromdale,' 
66 Redding Rd., 
Laurieston, Falkirk FK2 
9JU 

926 Rosamond Burns Club, 1973 1974 45 Mrs. M. Black Mrs. Hilda Faulder, Oak 
Gretna Green Bank, Longtown, Carlisle, 

Cumbria CA6 5NA 
927 The Tarbolton Club 1967 1974 16 John Weir Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer 

Edmonton Cres., St. Albert, Alberta, 
Canada T8N I T8 

929 Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' 1974 1974 42 John Mackay Wm. Hamilton, 36 
Burns Club Marchwood Cres., 

Bathgate, West Lothian 
EH48 IDA 

930 The Wheat sheaf Burns 1974 1974 70 Kenneth McLeod T. Weir, 46 Bantaskine 
Club, Falkirk Drive, Falkirk, Stirlingshire 

FKI 5HS 
931 Beith Caledonia Burns 1974 1974 35 John Lynch Jack G. D. Robertson, 

Club Eglinton Kennels, 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire 
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A DICTIONARY OF 
THE OLDER SCOTTISH 

TONGUE 
from the twelfth century to 
the end of the seventeenth 

editors Sir William A Craigie (1925-55), A J Aitken (1955- ), 
James A C Stevenson (1973- ) 

AUP has taken over responsibility for publication and distribution 
of this Dictionary from the University of Chicago Press. 
Parts XXX and XXXI are now available. These two Parts complete 
Volume Five (Parts XXVII-XXXI) 
All previously published Parts and Volumes available through 
AUP. 

THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 

from the eighteenth century to 
the present day 

editors William Grant (1929-46), David D Murison (1946-76) 

AUP now markets and distributes the SND for the Scottish 
National Dictionary Association. 
Completed in 1976, the Dictionary is published in ten Volumes. 

THE CONCISE SCOTS 
DICTIONARY 

editor-in-chief Mairi Robinson 

An agreement has been reached between the Scottish National 
Dictionary Association and AUP for publication in 1984 of the 
single-volume Concise Scots Dictionary which is derived from the 
Scottish National Dictionary and the Dictionary of the Older 
Scottish Tongue. 

Further information from: 

ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY PRESS 
Farmers Hall, Aberdeen, Scotland AB9 2XT Tel 0224 630724 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

933 Busbiehill Burns Club 1974 1974 46 Felix Todd James F. Craig, 9 Parkhill 
Ave., Crosshouse, 
Kilmarnock KA2 OJF 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 1975 197 W. A. Woods A. Colquhoun, P.O. Box 
580, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf 

935 Torbrex Inn Burns Club 1975 1975 45 George Simpson James Kinnear, 5 
Donaldson Place, 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 
FK74EN 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns 1975 1975 74 Mrs. Margaret Mrs. Anne Gaw, 7 
Club Rae Highfield Place, N. Girdle 

Toll, Irvine KAl l IBW 
937 East Kilbride Burns 1973 1975 210 W. Gordon McNay Iain A. MacPherson, East 

Club Kilbride Development 
Corpn., Atholl House, East 
Kilbride G741LU 

939 Griffin Burns Club, 1975 1975 120 George Smith William Adair, 36 
Gartcosh Woodlands Ave., Mount 

Ellen, Gartcosh, Glasgow 
G698BT 

940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 1948 1975 90 Mrs. Moira Lewis Ben Kidd, 2 Castle Hall 
Society Rd, Milford Haven, 

Pembs. SA7 3DS 
941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1975 23 Archibald Gay Walter McArthur, 3817 

San Diego Pringle St, San Diego, CA 
92103 U.S.A. 

942 Easthouses Miners 1973 1975 21 David Campbell Thomas N. Conlan, 12 
Welfare Burns Club Rowantree Rd., Mayfield, 

Dalkeith, Midlothian EH22 
5ER 

943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 72 K. I. McRae Graham Harley, 4 
Strathmore Avenue, 
Beverley High Rd., Hull 
HU67HJ, Humberside 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 50 James Fryar James Fisher, 5 New 
Paisley Inchinnan Road, Paisley, 

Renfrewshire 
945 Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 27 Mrs. Elsie Moir Mrs. E. J. Medlen, 34 

Highland Society Thorpe Lane, 
Almondbury, 
Huddersfield, Yorkshire 
HD58TA 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 20 Bob Willson Andy Hay, 2 Brandy Lane, 
10401-19 Street S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2W3E7 

948 Saltcoats Glencairn 1975 1976 56 George Tedford Hugh Murray, 23 
Masonic Burns Club McDowall Ave., 

Ardrossan, Ayrshire KA22 
7AJ 

949 Fir Park Club, Burns 1976 1976 29 J. F. Good A. Carbray, 78 Shields 
Section Drive, Motherwell ML! 

2DX 
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As a reader of the Burns Chronicle or as a member of a Burns 

Club, you will appreciate more the genius of Burns by visiting 

BURNS COTTAGE 
and 

MUSEUM, 
BURNS MONUMENT, ALLOWAY 

On view 

,,{'.ih.v'~ ,<~ 
~ffij~I!f~ 

- suRHs-~;;-~~c;r~~~~~:'r." 

BURNS'S FAMILY BIBLE 
KILMARNOCK EDITION OF THE POEMS 

(a perfect copy) 

most of our 139 manuscript letters and 175 poems, including 

AULD LANG SVNE 
TAM O' SHANTER-A TALE 

Graham of Fintry letters and poems 
The Afton CC'llection 
The Stair Collection 

Many of Burns's own personal possessions 
His own books of music 

Large Reference Library (over 3000 volumes) 

PAINTINGS OF BURNS SCENES 

The admission charge covers entry to both Burns Cottage and 

(when open) The Monument. 

School Parties welcomed; worksheet for pupils provided. Book 

of Burns Poems given as class prize. 

A limited number of club party evening visits (for about 30 

people) can be arranged during the winter months by 

contacting: 
The Curator, Burns Cottage, Tel: Alloway 41215 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

950 Drumoyne Burns Club 1932 1976 215 Robert Newton Mrs. N. Cockie, 60 Noble 
St., Fivedock, Sydney, 
N .S. W., 2046, Australia 

951 Birnbeck Burns Club, 1975 1976 106 Peter Ariell-Wright Angus Wilson, 33 Upper 
Weston-s-Mare Church Rd., 

Weston-s-Mare, Avon 
BS23 2DX 

952 Guildford and District 1954 1976 118 Rt. Hon. Lord Mrs. Mary E. Gardner, 29 
Scottish Society Hamilton of Cranley Road, Guildford, 

Dalzell, M.C. Surrey GUl 2JE 
954 Newton Burns Club, 1963 1977 60 William Paterson George Baird, 8 The 

Ayr Mount, Belmont, Ayr KA7 
3RT 

955 Gartwhinzean Burns 1968 1977 140 James King Henry S. Kinnaird, 
Club Middleton of Aldie, 

Fossoway, Kinross KY13 
7QJ 

956 Nantwich and District 1958 1977 93 Mrs. T. Watson Mrs. G. F. Staples, 
Scottish Society 'Orcadia,' 8 Westfield Dr., 

Westaston, Crewe, 
Cheshire CW2 SES 

957 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 Mrs. I. Clayton 
958 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 1977 80 James I. Kenneth E. McCartney, 827 

271, Toledo, Ohio Crammond, Jr. Continental Blvd., Toledo 
959 Bangkok St. Andrew 1977 22 Ian Fleming J. R. Lumsden, The 

Soc. Chartered Bank, P.O. Box 
320, Bangkok, Thailand 

961 Larkhall Burns Club 1977 1977 W. Scott Adam Bennett, 1 
Woodview Rd, Larkhall 
ML91PR 

962 Caledonian Society of 1892 1977 160 Peter Millar Mrs. Rosemary Millar, 
Pretoria P.O. Box 971, Pretoria, 

0001, Republic of South 
Africa 

963 Cotgrave Burns Club 1977 1977 100 L. Douglas C. J. Thomas, Flagholme, 
Cotgrave, Notts. NG 12 

964 The Gambia 1954 1977 100 Miss Blyth Brown Jennifer Phimister, P.O. 
Caledonian Society Box981, Banjul, The 

Gambia. 
965 Royal Caledonian Soc. 1977 R. M. Verrall, 7 Warrego 

of S. Australia Cres. Linden Park, South 
Australia 5065 

966 Clan Rose Society of 1970 1977 142 Howard G. Welch Robert S. Rose, Jr., 298 
America S.E. 6th Ave., Pompano 

Beach Fla., 33060 U .S.A 
967 Earlsferry Burns Club 1975 1977 30 John F. Robertson G. Walsh, Earlscross, 

Earls ferry, Elie, Fife 
969 Huddersfield St. 1884 1977 Jimmy Davie Ian M. Duthie, 26 

Andrew Society Greenway, Honley, 
Huddersfield HD7 2B2 

971 North Berwick Burns 1899 1978 150 Derek Marion M. Dodd, 19A 
Club Garston-Jones Westgate, North Berwick 

EH394AE 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit to the 
Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building the starting 
point of 'Tam's' immortal ride to Alloway Kirk is now 
open to the public as a Museum, containing many interest
ing exhibits connected with Robert Burns and his epic story 

of 'Tam O' Shanter'. 

Open daily (except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults 35p School Children 20p 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

972 Don Valley Caledonian 1971 1978 64 Irene O'Neill A. B. Scott, 68 Norman 
Society Cres., Doncaster, S. 

Yorkshire DN5 SRU 
973 Salsburgh Miners Burns 1978 1978 32 Henry Leckie Catherine Gardner, 58 

Club Carvale Ave., Sais burgh, 
Shotts ML7 4NQ 

974 Elliot Lake Burns Club 1978 1978 60 Irene O'Neil Glynis Nolan, 8 Canberra 
Cres., Elliot Lake, Ontario, 
CanadaP5A 

976 Hopetoun Laddies 1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry C. Young, 45 George Cres., 
Burns Club Ormiston, East Lothian 

EH35 5JB 
977 Whyalla St. Andrew 1974 1978 100 David Kirk Tam McKechnie, PO Box 

Society 2086, Whyalla, Norrie 
5608, South Australia 

978 Burns Appreciation Colin McKenzie, 5111 
Society of Dickeyville Witheredsville Rd., 

Baltimore, Maryland 
21207, U.S.A. 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 52 George McVie W. Alexander, 1 Bingham 
Willies' Burns Club Place, Edinburgh EH15 

3JD 
980 Niagara Falls Burns 1926 1979 22 Alan Martin Mrs. Elspeth Burns, 548 

Club Lake Street, St. Catherines 
Ontario, Canada L2N 4H9 

981 Berkshire Burns Club, 1978 1979 25 Inez S. Moore Gladys Davidson, P.O. Box 
Massachusetts 134, Lenox, Mass., U.S.A. 

01240 
982 Garnock Burns Club 1868 1979 32 W. Johnston W. A. Law, 2A Ladysmith 

Road, Kilbirnie 
983 Montreal General 1961 1979 19 Ross Ogilvy Hill S. G. Maclsaac, 

Hospital Burns Society Department of Urology, 
1650 Cedar Ave., Montreal 
H3G 1A4, Quebec, Canada 

984 MacQuarrie-Stewart 1979 1979 76 Mrs. Ina Stewart Edward McColgan, Town 
Burns Club House 22, 4 Trafalgar 

Place, Marsfield N.S.W, 
Australia 2122 

985 New Galloway Burns 1979 1979 44 Leslie A. Young G. Lindsay, Mansefield 
Masonic Club House, St. Mary Street, 

Kirkcudbright DG6 4EL 
986 Robert Burns Society 1978 1979 165 Hal Townend Dorothy Drummond, 747 

of Annapolis, Ltd. Holly Drive North, Route 
10, Annapolis, Md., 21401, 
U.S.A. 

987 Hull Scots Society of 1910 1979 169 J. G. Brown Mrs. C. D. H. Brown, 31 
St. Andrew Dunvegan Rd., Hull HUB 

9JD 
988 Darvel Burns Club 1959 1979 83 Alex Rankin Andrew Kirk, 46 John 

Morton Cres., Darvel 
989 Holt Hill Burns Club 1979 Keith Cleary Mrs. F. Graham, 29 Carlaw 

Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, 
Merseyside 
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Secretaries of Burns Clubs,Caledonian Societies 
and 
Organisers of Scottish 
Parties or large Functions 
at home-or-abroad 
are catered for by 

DINWIDDIE'S 
of DUMFRIES 

Burns Quotation Napkins: 14" 1-ply-pkts 50 or 250. 
Auld Lang Syne: Brithers A': Selkirk Grace. 
Tartan Napkins-Stewart, McNab, Macbeth-pkts 20. 
16" 2-ply 4-toast Burns Dinner Napkins.-pkts 20 or 250. 
Menu Cards and Place Cards: 
Tartan Paper-Royal Stewart (rolls or sheets). 
Large or Table Flags-of all nations. 
Selection of Robert Burns and Scottish Books 

(new and secondhand) 
Burns-or-Scottish Song Books-with music. 
Tartan pocket edition- Burns Poems & Songs: 

Brush up your Scotland: 
Something of Scotland: 
Burns Birthday Book: 

Gifts include- Burns and Scottish Bookmarks & Matchbooks: 
Scottish Notelets: Burns Pictorial Tray. 

Posters of Robert Burns in full colour. 

Your enquiries welcome-

Write or telephone 
Mrs. Mary Grierson 

ROBERT DINWIDDIE & CO. LTD. 
34, Great King Street, 

(opposite G.P .O.) 
DUMFRIES 

0387 55249 Estab. 1846. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

990 Auldgirth Burns Club 1972 1979 40 Richard Wismach Richard Wismach, Joiner, 
Stenmuir, Kirkton, 
Dumfries 

991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 1967 1979 W. J. Docherty Tom Duplock, 32 Third 
Ave., McQuarrie Fields, 
Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 
2564 

992 Marchbank Burns Club 1959 1980 46 John Fraser Robert Sutherland, 4 
Delhaig, Gorgie Road, 
Edinburgh EH! I 4EQ 

993 Cambusbarron Social 1956 1980 1000 George Smart Mrs. Greta McAllister, 16 
Club Bruce Terrace, 

Cambusbarron, Stirling 
994 Robert Burns Society of 1978 1980 120 Joe T. Jenkinson Mrs. Helen McLendon, 

the Midlands Columbia Strachan 1313 Brennen St, 
Columbia, S.C. 29206 
U.S.A. 

995 Drongan and District 1950 1980 74 James Keirs Peter McPhee, 16 
Working Mens Burns Mainsford Ave., Drongan, 
Club Ayrshire KA6 7DH 

996 Lodge St. Andrew, 1771 1980 J.Cumisky R. Ghee, Inglewood, 
Kilmarnock Moscow, Ayrshire 

997 Caledonian Society of 1980 Edward Harrison Mrs. M. MacKellar, 43 
Holland (Lincolnshire) Grosvenor Road, 

Frampton, Lincolnshire 
998 Eyemouth Clachan 1959 1980 32 Henry Collin Thomas Wilson, SA Paxton 

Burns Club Terrace, Eyemouth, 
Berwickshire 

999 Dumfries & District 1952 1980 27 Ian Petrie Ian Caldwell, 7 Minden 
Round Table Burns Cres., Dumfries 
Club 

1000 United Glass Jolly 1977 1980 20 John Smith Alistair Mochar, 2 
Beggars Burns Club Randyford Road, Falkirk, 

Stirlingshire FK2 9DE 
1001 Mystic Highland Pipe 1980 1981 130 George Fraser Charles R. Cyr, 60 Elm St., 

Band Burns Club Stonington, Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 06378 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 1980 1981 70 J. Sutherland J. McDougall, 6 Sulman 
Scottish Club Road, Cabramatta, 

N.S.W., Australia 
1003 Whiteadder Burns Club 1952 1981 55 J. C. Fairbairn J. S. Walker, 44 

Newfields, Berwick on 
Tweed TD15 !ST 

I 004 Gatehouse of Fleet 1952 1981 90 Jim W. Finlay George McCulloch, 
Burns Club Fleetwood, Gatehouse of 

Fleet, DG7 2EH 
1005 Tamworth & District 1959 1981 208 Francis Alexander Mrs. R. Latimer, 6 

Scottish Society Belvedere Close, 
Perrycrofts, Tamworth, 
Staffs B79 8TP 
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SHOULD YOU BE ORGANISING A 

BURNS SUPPER 
YOU CAN NOW OBTAIN ALL THE DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES TO 

ENHANCE THE OCCASION FROM:-

M.&R. CLARK 
31 CLARKSTON ROAD, 
GLASGOWG44 

BURNS QUOTATION 
TABLE NAPKINS 
(Single & Double ply) 

MENU CARDS 

PLACE CARDS 

TOP TABLE DECORATIONS 

NATIONAL TABLE FLAGS 

FLAG HOLDERS 

WALL POSTERS OF THE BARD 
(Coloured&. Black/White) 

BURNS PENNANTS 

TELEPHONE: 
041-637 0495 

POCKET BOOKS OF POEMS &. SONGS 

POCKET BOOKS OF SCOTTISH HISTORY 

TARTAN TABLE COVERING ETC. ETC. 

STOCKISTS OF THE DAILY RECORD SONG SHEETS 

GREETING 
CARDS 

SPECIALISTS 

~WE CAN OFFER EXPERT ADVICE ON MAKING YOUR EVENING A SUCCESS 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

1006 St. Andrews Society of 1893 1981 144 Mrs. Muriel John McNab, Sierra 
Mexico Mcintosh Ventana 745, Lomas 

Chapultepec, Mexico 
lODF, Mexico 

1007 Burns Anniversary 1963 1981 10 John C. MacLean Mrs. E. S. MacLean, 88 
Committee of Rhode Boxwood Ave., Cranston, 
Island R.I. 02910, U .S.A. 

1008 Caledonian Society of 
West Cumberland 1968 1981 130 Ronald Blair George L. Goode, 1 

Meadow Grove, 
Cockermouth, Cumbria 
CA139PB 

1009 The Edmonton Scottish 1938 1981 1000 R.M.Allen C.McNicoll, 
Society 12915-119AAve., 

Edmonton, Alta. T5L 2P3, 
Canada 

1010 H. & W. Burns Club, 1981 1981 120 James Jamieson James Heron, 2 Harland 
Belfast Park, Belfast, N. Ireland 

1011 Haddington Golf Club 1974 1981 450 Ian Gibson J. Begg, 8 Abbots View, 
Haddington, E. Lothian 

1012 The Edmonton 1975 1981 100 Frederick G. R. Devine, 9738-154 St., 
Dundonald Burns Club Bookham Edmonton, Alta. T5P 2G3, 

Canada 
1013 Balmullo Burns Club 1981 1982 70 G. D. Spence J. D. Cameron, Bieldside, 

Balmullo, St. Andrews, 
Fife 

1014 The Traditional Music 1982 Hamish Henderson Irene Riggs, 27 Croft Cres., 
& Song Assoc. of Markinch, Fife. 
Scotland 

1015 Maltby and District 1982 1982 60 K. M. Beech D. J. Brennan, 23 Cripps 
Burns Society Close, Maltby, nr 

Rotherham, S. Yorks S66 
7JP 

1016 Leyland and District 1981 1982 12 V. J. Morrison V. J. Morrison, 161 
Burns Society Southport Road, Eccleston, 

Chorley, Lanes. 
1017 Southwick Burns Club 1982 1982 20 Inez S. Moore Heydon. A. Moore, 154 

Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA. 01077, 
U.S.A. 

1018 East Antrim Burns 1978 1983 30 William Dennison Sam Cross, Glynn, Lame 
Association BT403EZ 

1019 Rumbling Bridge Burns 1983 1983 60 James King Norman Gibson, 
Club Gartwhinzean Road, 

Powmill, by Dollar 
1020 Netherthird and 1982 1983 50 William Pender James Smetherhem, 43 

Craigens Burns Club Holmburn Road, 
Netherthird, Cumnock 

1021 Kuwait Caledonians 1978 1983 Adam D. Reay J. T. Healy, P.O. Box 58, 
Safat, Kuwait 

1022 Blane Valley Burns 1980 1983 24 Alan M. Morris Alan McCormick, 15 Blane 
Club Avenue, Blanefield, 

GlasgowG63 
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THE BURNS FEDERATION 
Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock KA1 3 BU 

Associate Membership 
Ladies or Gentlemen, whether or not they are members of a federated Club or 

Society, may become Associate Members of the Burns Federation by applying in 
writing to the Hon. Secretary. The Subscription is at present £5 per annum. 

Associate Members are entitled to a free copy of the Burns Chronicle, a copy of the 

minutes of the Executive Committee and to attend the Annual Council of the 

Federation. 

Publications, etc. available from Headquarters: 
Burns Chronicle paperbound £3.50 clothbound £4.25 

(members £2.50 and £3 respectively) 
(there are some back numbers available-list on request from headquarters) 

A Scots Kist £2.50 
A Scots Handsel £1.95 
Bairnsangs £1.45 
Twenty Favourite Songs & Poems (Calligraphy by Tom Gourdie) £1.95 
Robert Burns & Edinburgh (John McVie) £1 
Scottish Epitaphs (Raymond Lamont Brown) 85p 
Robert Burns the man and his work (Hans Hecht) £6.50 
Johnnie Walker's Burns Supper Companion (Hugh Douglas) £4.85 
The Talking Scots Quiz Book (William Graham) £1.95 
Burns Federation Badges £1 
Diplomas (membership) 15p 
Burns Check Ties £3 
Burns Check Bow Ties £2 
Burns Heritage Trail Maps £1.10 
Silverplated Robert Burns Bookmarks £2. 75 

Plus 15% post and packing 

'200Club' 
The Burns Federation 200 Club is open to members of affiliated Burns Clubs and 

Scottish Societies and to Associate Members of the Burns Federation. The charge 
for membership is £10 to be paid between 1st May and 30th June annually. There 
are ten consecutive draws each of which pays out £30, £20 and £10. In addition 

£125 will be paid out four times per annum when all 200 memberships are taken up. 

Proceeds of the 200 Club go to assist the work of the Burns Federation. 
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No. Name 

1023 Skipton and District 
Caledonian Society 

1024 North American 
Association of 
Federated Burnsians 

Inst. 

1957 

1980 

Mem
Fed. bers President 

1983 140 James Kentley 

1983 Dr. J. Connor 

Secretary 

Francis W. Clarke, 17 
Barnwood Crescent, Earby, 
Colne, Lanes BBS 6PD 
Mrs. May Crawley, 5 
Castlemere Court, St. 
Catherines, Ontario, L2N 
5VI, Canada 
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Aboune them a' 

Mogerley's 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 

/RV/NE BURNS CLUB 

Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 28A Eglinton 
Street, Irvine 

(Open Saturday afternoon and by arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil drawing 
of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock 
Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by Charles M. 
Hardie, A.R.S.A., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the Burns 
Mural and many other treasures. 

The Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum is now open and reveals a fascinating 
insight into the history of the Royal Burgh of Irvine. 

Enquiries to: 
William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 75 Bank Street, IRVINE 

Telephone: Irvine 74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 

Steward: David Smith (Telephone: Irvine 74511) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 
543 Abbey Craig 991 Cabra Vale 
40 Aberdeen 4 Callander 

733 ----Burns Study Circl~ 993 Cambusbarron 
20 Airdrie 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

516 Airts Burns Club 882 Canberra Highland Society 
944 Alamo, Paisley 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 

2 Alexandria 562 Castle Douglas 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 365 Catrine 
252 Alloway 719 Chelmsford 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 462 Cheltenham 
393 Annan Ladies 572 Chester Caledonian Association 
986 Annapolis 11 Chesterfield 
82 Arbroath 699 Choppington 

238 Atlanta 966 Clan Rose 
768 Auchterderran J oily Beggars 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 
851 Auckland Burns Association 922 Clumber Burns Club 
990 Auldgirth 630 Coalsnaughton 
566 Australia, Scottish Society of 839 Coldstream 
275 Ayr 994 Columbia 
821 Ayr Masonic 606 Corby 
192 Ayrshire Association 963 Cotgrave 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 559 Coventry 
340 Balerno 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 

1013 Balmullo 901 Cramlington 
959 Bangkok 581 Cumbernauld 
439 Barnsley 580 Cum brae 
593 Barrow Jolly Beggars 45 Cumnock 
363 Barrmill 773 ----Cronies 
929 Bathgate Jolly beggars 62 Cu par 
534 Bedlington and District 818 Dalbeattie and District 
931 Beith Caledonia 179 Dailly J oily Beggars 

15 Belfast 35 Dairy 
725 Ben Cleuch 158 Darlington 
981 Berkshire, Mass. 988 Darvel 
894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 469 Denny Cross 
167 Birmingham 55 Derby 
951 Birnbeck 701 Detroit 

1022 Blane Valley 978 Dickeyville 
95 Bolton 37 Dollar 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 850 Dollar Masonic 
663 Bournemouth 972 Don Valley 
803 Bowhill People's Club 556 Doncaster 
812 Bradford 918 Dover and E. Kent 
49 Bridgeton 995 Drongan 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 950 Drumoyne 
120 Bristol 10 Dumbarton 
908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 226 Dumfries 
356 Burn bank 999 Dumfries Round Table 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 437 Dumfries Ladies No. 1 
417 Burnley 503 Dunblane 
112 Burns Howff 14 Dundee 
933 Busbiehill 370 Dundonald Burns Club 
946 Calgary 69 Dunedin N.Z. 
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rHAlllfORDiTIESi 
and 

BADGES, HEADSQUARES,SCARVES 

Just send us details of what you want, and how many, 
and we will do the rest. 

~ Halliford Ties Limited, ~ 
16, Brunswick Road, phone• 07917 4356 
Shoreham-by-Sea, • • • 

~Sussex, BN45UE. ~ 
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LOCHCARRON PRODUCTS 
LTD 

makers of ties, scarves, sashes and materials in Burns check 

Goods in the Burns check can be supplied either to your 

local retailer or to your club 

Waverly Mill, Galashiels 

Scotland 



No. No. 
85 Dunfermline 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 

744 Durham Caledonian Society 446 Herefordshire 
1018 East Antrim 916 Hole i' the Wa' 
967 Earlsferry 989 Holt Hill 
937 East Kilbride 976 Hopetoun Laddies 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 
942 Easthouses 969 Huddersfield 
22 Edinburgh 987 Hull 

307 ----Ayrshire Association 943 Humberside 
825 ----Clarinda Ladies Burns 510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 

Club 691 Inverness 
378 ----District Association 914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 173 Irvine 

1012 ----Dundonald 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
1009 ----Scottish Soc. 936 Irvine Lasses 
927 ----Tarbolton 900 Irvine Valley 
149 Elgin 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 
974 Elliot Lake 96 Jedburgh 
217 Eskdale 979 Jewel Welfare 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 784 Kelso 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 377 Kilbirnie 
126 Falkirk 0 Kilmarnock 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 681 ----Cronies 
949 Fir Park Club 996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 
865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 

(Cambusbarron) 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
576 Fort Matilda 323 Kirkcudbright 
403 Fraser burgh 693 ----Masonic 
887 Gainsborough and District 945 Kirklees 
187 Galashiel$ 1021 Kuwait 
501 Galt 578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
964 Gambia 660 Langholm Ladies 
982 Garnock 961 Larkhall 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 925 Lauriston, B.C. 
955 Gartwhinzean 661 Leamington and Warwick 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 548 Leeds Caledonian Society 
169 Glasgow Association 461 Leicester 
263 ----Masonic 341 Leith 
897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 1016 Leyland 

Association 861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 
198 Gorebridge 366 Liverpool 
430 Gourock 360 Lochee 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 
116 Greenloaning 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
21 Greenock 1 London 

939 Griffin 570 ----Clans Association 
952 Guildford 561 London (Ontario) 

1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 1002 McQuarrie Fields 
1011 Haddington Golf Club 984 McQuarrie-Stewart 

33 Haggis 1015 Maltby 
152 Hamilton 934 Manama 
842 Hamilton, Ontario 822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 
555 Harrogate 992 March bank 
492 Harrow 862 Market Rasen and District 
239 Ha wick Scottish Association 
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Scottish Hi3hland 
Holiday Homes 

jbsrecords 
Spoken Word Cassettes 

of Robert Burns 

FB 100- 15 Famous Poems And Songs including: To A Mouse, To A 
Louse, Holy Willie's Prayer, Tam O' Shanter. 

Autumn releases: 
FB 103- The Cotter's Saturday Night, Hallowe'en, Address To The 

Unco Guid, and other popular readings. 

Read By Edwin Henderson in Dolby Stereo 

Available at £3.99 each in UK only. 
Overseas orders ADD £1.50 for extra postage. 

jbs records 
19 Sadlers Way 
Hartford SG14 2DZ 
ENGLAND UK. 
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No. No. 
350 Markinch 688 Poosie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 
870 Massachusetts 212 Portobello 
310 Mauchline 772 Prestwick 
726 Melbourne 962 Pretoria 
874 Melbourne Masonic 585 Queen's Park Clarinda 

1006 Mexico 472 Renfrewshire Association 
637 Millheugh 720 Retford 
626 Moffat and District 1007 Rhode Island 
841 Montreal Robert Bums Assoc. 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
983 Montreal General Hospital 743 Romford Scottish Association 
242 Montrose 926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 
494 Motherwell United Services 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik 454 Rotherham 
1001 Mystic Pipe Band 9 Royalty 
956 Nantwich 1019 Rumbling Bridge 
74 National Memorial 642 Rutherglen 

1020 Netherthird and Craigens 13 St. Andrew's Bums Club 
500 NewCumnock 834 St. Andrew's Society 
985 New Galloway (Altrincham, Sale and District) 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
329 Newark 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
133 Newarthill 470 St. Giles, Elgin 
199 Newbattle 220 St. Louis 
293 Newcraighall 973 Salsburgh 
902 Newmarket 948 Saltcoats 
954 Newton, Ayr 941 San Diego 
980 Niagara 68 Sandyford 
124 Ninety 629 Sanquhar 
563 Norfolk 426 Sauchie 

1024 North American Assoc. 551 Scarborough 
893 North Bay, Ontario 314 Scottish (Edin.) 
971 North Berwick 917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 924 S.C. T.A. (Dumfries) 
745 Northumberland and Durham 405 Sheffield 

Caledonian Society 896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 1023 Skipton 

17 Nottingham 589 Sol way 
777 Nuneaton 965 South Australia 
346 Oak bank 530 Southern Scottish Counties 
932 Old Manor Burns Club 860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 
919 Orange and District 1017 Southwick, Mass. 
880 Otley and District 50 Stirling 
957 Ottawa 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
748 Ouplaymuir Perth Association 
48 Paisley 458 Stonehaven 
72 Partick 907 Stonehouse 

940 Pembrokeshire 683 Stratford upon Avon 
26 Perth 889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 

511 Perth (West Australia) 42 Strathearn 
336 Peterhead 723 Strathpeffer 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. 89 Sunderland 
284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 444 Swansea 
721 Plymouth 632 Symington 
535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
808 Pontefract 1005 Tamworth 

261 



262 

G. B. WILSON & SON 
(LEATHERWORKERS) LTD 

DEERSKIN GOODS, 

LEATHER GOODS 

and HORNWARE 

handcrafted by skilled craftsmen in our 

Workshops at the 

OLD POST OFFICE, PITLOCHRY 

(Down the lane beside the 
pedestrian crossing) 

Tel. Pitlochry (0796) 2327 

RETAIL SHOP: 

128 ATHOLL ROAD, PITLOCHRY 
(Under the Arcade) 

~ ~ 
THE MACMILLAN a:lv1PANION TO 

SCOTTISH 
LITERATURE 

~a·~ 
a~ 
~fl ~il-1f}~· -~ 
Q~ 
. \.;J Macmllan Reference BocL 
ISBN0333285085 Price £25.00 

SCOTTISH RECORDS 

THE POST HOUSE 
Brig O'Turk, Callander 
Perthshire, Scotland 

FK17 8HT Tel: (08776) 238 

Songs and poems of Robert Burns 
sung and spoken by Jean Redpath, 
Bill McCue, Harold Wightman, Tom 
Fleming. 

NEW RELEASE 
The original Burns tunes, sung by Jean 
Redpath, from the 'Scots Musical 
Museum' (published 1779) Vols. 1 & 2 
published with Donald Low's booklet 
containing the original notation and 
historical background. Cassette & book 
£5.50 + 25p. post (U.K.) Overseas 
postage extra. Send or phone for our 
full list of LPs and cassettes. 

Books on Scotland 

I. G. ANDERSON 
24 Rae St., 

Dumfries DG 1 1 HX 
Tel: (0387) 64660 

Specialist in out-of-print 
and antiquarian books on all 

aspects of Scotland
literature, history, topography, 
family history, natural history, 

militaria, Jacobite history, 
&c,&c. 

Regular catalogues issued. 

Bookroom open by appointment. 

Collections or interesting 
single items bought. 



No. 
810 

7 
754 
740 
958 
935 
710 
612 

1014 
813 
274 
920 
698 
520 
237 

1000 
888 
303 
711 
763 

Thirty Seven Burns Club 
Thistle (Glasgow) 
Thornton Cleveleys 
Thorn tree 
Toledo 
Torbrex, Stirling 
Toronto 
Torrance Masonic 
Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
Tranent '25' 
Troon 
Trysting Thorn 
Turri ff 
Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
Uddingston Masonic 
United Glass 
Vancouver 
Victoria St. Andrew's Society 
Victorian Scottish Union 
Wakefield 

No. 
436 
296 
968 

1008 
664 
895 
753 
930 
392 

1003 
236 
536 
696 
730 
977 
197 
890 
878 
718 

Walney Ladies 
Walsall 
Warrnambool 
West Cumberland 
West Kilbride 
Westerton 
Westmorland St. Andrew's 
Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
Whifflet 
Whiteadder 
Whitehaven 
Whithorn 
Whitley Bay and District 
Wigtown 
Whyalla 
Winnipeg 
Wollongong 
Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
York St. Andrew Society 

THE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 

I HUGH MA~Ph~ni~u;i~eNo(;s~QiJLAND) LTD. 
~ 17 WEST MAITLAND STREET, HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH 

EH12 SEA (Western continuation of Princes Street) 

'1J!f/ Phone: 031-225 4008-9 24hr Answering Service 

Edcath(R) 
Bagpipes, Kilts, Tartan Skirts, Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Band Drums and all Accessories. Highland Dress 
for Day and Evening Wear, Pipe Band Uniforms, Evening Sashes, Dance Pumps, Tartan Travel Rugs, Mohair 
Stoles and Scarves, Clan Plaques, Knitwear, Tartan Hose. 
Fast Delivery-Price Lists by Return 
'The Wandering Highlander' the fascinating autobiography of Hugh Macpherson, 205 pages, 18 pictures, 18 
chapters A must for all Scots at home and abroad, Canada 10 dollars. USA9 dollars, both 1nc air post Home 
£2 50 me p & p fin aid of Research mto Kidney Diseases) 
Everything for the Piper, Drummer and Dancer 
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Whereon Earth is 
thereamore 
interesting place? 
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The Ayrshire Valleys Tourist Area-Kilmarnock & Loudon and 
Cumnock & Doon Valley-the very heart of Scotland. 

Every year more and more tourists discover the special appeal of the 
Ayrshire Valleys. Much of the history of Scotland is here in stone and in 
reputation. From this area came individuals who contributed massively to 
the progress of mankind, inventions bringing benefits world wide, industrial 
innovation and literature. 

This heritage together with the gentle scenic beauty and the warm 
hospitality of Ayrshire make the Ayrshire Valleys increasingly popular for 
the tourist who seeks the real Scotland. 

The Ayrshire Valleys Tourist Board is the body responsible 
for tourist development and any tourist related enquiries should 
be addressed to: Jim Wilson Area Tourist Officer. 

AYRSHIRE 
VALLEYS l'6~1r 
Civic Centre, John Dickie Street, Kilmarnock. 
Telephone: 0563 21140. 





• < 

Time strengthens The Memory. 
The Immortal Memory is the eight-year-old Scotch 

that's aged longer and blended to a full 75? 

The name to remember whenever the moment calls 
for the finest in good taste and quality. 

The Immortal Memory-a moment in time that lasts forever. 
MAIN AGENTS 

HOUSE OF TOWNENO RED OUSTER HOUSE YORK STREET HULL HU200X 048226891 




