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JUNIOR BURNS CHRONICLE 

When you stop to gaze upon a lovely view, how 
does the scenery affect you? Do you find yourself 
lost in the breathless wonder of it all? Or do you 
admire it as a masterpiece of Nature whose every 
aspect will remain forever in your memory? 

In· this respect, Robert Bums, unlike William 
Henry Davies, the Super Tramp, did not have much 
time 'to stand and stare'. 

After his Border tour, for example, he spent a 
fortnight in Mauchline and then set off, on his 
mare, Jenny Geddes, for Glasgow and the West 
Highlands. 

From Arrochar on June 25, 1787 (presumably 
on his way home), he wrote to his friend Robert 
Ainslie: 'I write this on my tour through a country 
where savage streams tumble over savage moun
tains, thinly overspread with savage flocks, which 
starvingly support as savage inhabitants. My last 
stage was Inverary-tomorrow night's stage, Dum
barton .. .' 

He did not take kindly to the scenery, did he? 
He spent the next month in Mauchline and, in 

the first week of August, rode off once more to 
attend to business in Edinburgh. By the 25th 
of August, he was ready, with William Nicol, 
'Kind, honest-hearted Willie,' to undertake his 
most ambitious tour. This expedition to the 
Central Highlands covered something like six 
hundred miles, 

Nicol evidently insisted that they should travel 
by chaise. - Burns informed Ainslie, 'Nicol thinks 
it more comfortable than horseback, to which I 
say, Amen; so Jenny Geddes goes back to Ayr
shire.' 

Burns kept a Journal throughout; but for the 
most part it merely tells us where he had been and 
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2 JUNIOR BURNS CHRONICLE 

the various people he met. Of Bannockburn, he 
notes; 

Come on to Bannockburn-shown the old 
house where James 3rd was murdered-the field 
of Bannockburn-the hole where glorious Bruce 
set his standard-Come to Stirling. 
Later, on 27th August perhaps, he wrote, 'I 

knelt at the tomb of Sir John the Graham, the 
gallant friend of the immortal Wallace; and ... 
said a fervent prayer for Old Caledonia over the 
hole in a blue whinstone where Robert de Bruce 
fixed his royal standard.' 

Burns's remarks on Bannockburn were not good 
enough for Sir Walter Scott's biographer, John 
Gibson Lockhart. When he wrote his 'Life of 
Robert Burns,' either he or his colleague, Allan 
Cunningham, ignored Burns's words and wrote 
something which they thought more in keeping 
with the occasion, 

Here no Scot can pass uninterested. I fancy to 
myself that I see my gallant countrymen coming 
over the hill, and down upon the plunderers of 
their country, the murderers of their fathers, 
noble revenge and just hate glowing in every 
vein, striding more and more eagerly as they 
approach the oppressive, insulting, blood-thirsty 
foe. I see them meet in glorious triumphant 
congratulation on the victorious field, exulting 
in their heroic royal leader, and rescued liberty 
and independence. 
For a biographer to interpolate his own words in 

this fashion is quite wrong. He ought always to 
stick to the truth. 

The fact remains, anyhow, that scenery in itself 
was not enough to set Burns's inspiration on fire, 
even though, remember, his tour lasted only 
twenty-two days and he had little opportunity 
to devote time to his Journal. 
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I sometimes wonder how much we have missed 
by the fact that Burns did not have a Boswell. In 
his Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides with Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D., James Boswell quotes Dr. Johnson 
on the ruins of Iona. This is a famous passage long 
recognised as a 'purple patch' in literary history. 

We were now treading that illustrious Island, 
which was once the luminary of the Caledonian 
regions, whence savage clans and roving barbar
ians derived the benefits of knowledge, and the 
blessings of religion. To abstract the mind from 
all local emotions would be impossible, if it were 
endeavoured, and would be foolish if it were 
possible. Whatever withdraws us from the 
power of our senses, whatever makes the past, 
the distant, or the future, predominate over the 
present, advances us in the dignity of thinking 
beings. Far from me, and from my friends, be 
such frigid philosophy as may conduct us 
indifferent and unmoved over any ground which 
has been dignified by wisdom, bravery, or virtue. 
That man is little to be envied, whose patriotism 
would not gain force upon the plain of Mara
thon, or whose piety would not grow warmer 
among the ruins of Iona! 

* * * * 
Many other famous men of letters have written 

about Scotland. Can you guess the name of the 
great novelist who thus described Glencoe? 

All the way, the road had been among moors 
and mountains with huge masses of rock, which 
fell down God knows where, sprinkling the 
ground in every direction, and giving it the 
aspect of the burial place of a race of giants. Now 
and then we passed a hut or two, with neither 
window nor chimney, and the smoke of the peat 
fire rolling out at the door. But there were not 
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six of these dwellings in a dozen miles; and 
anything so bleak and wild, and mighty in its 
loneliness, as the whole country, it is impossible 
to conceive. Glencoe itself is perfectly terrible. 
The pass is an awful place. It is shut in on each 
side by enormous rocks from which great torrents 
come rushing down in all directions. In 
amongst these rocks on one side of the pass (the 
left as we came) there are scores of glens, high 
up, which form such haunts as you might 
imagine yourself wandering in, in the very height 
and madness of a fever. They will live in my 
dreams for years-I was going to say as long as I 
live, and I seriously think so. The very recollec
tion of them makes me shudder .. , 
Do you know the name of the author? To help 

you, it was not Sir Walter Scott! It was not a 
Scotsman at all! If you are tickled, you will find 
the answer on page 14. 

WEATHER FORECASTS 

After asking you who wrote the above descrip
tion of Glencoe, I wonder who put the following 
weather omens into verse of a kind. If you know, 
I doubt if anyone else does! 

THE PIG AS WEATHER PROPHET 

Grumphie smells the weather, 
And Grumphie sees the wun; 
He kens when cluds will gether, 
And smoor the blinkin' sun; 
He to his den will gae: 
Grumphie is a prophet, bad weather 

we will hae. 

--
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WIND WISDOM 

When the wind's in the north, 
Hail comes forth; 
When the wind's in the wast, 
Look for a wat blast; 
When the wind's in the soud 
The weather will be fresh and good; 
When the wind's in the east, 
Cauld and snaw comes neist. 

ANOTHER WEATHER RHYME 

5 

If Candlemas Day be fair and clear, 
The half o' winter's to gang an' mair. 
If Candlemas Day be dark and foul, 
The half o' Winter's past at Yule. 

Candlemas is the Scottish quarter-day, February 
2nd. 

* * * * 
'BONNY PRINCE CHARLIE' 

Oh, there were mony beating hearts, 
And mony a hope and fear, 

And mony were the prayers put up 
For the young Chevalier 

Oh, Charlie is my darling, 
My darling, my darling; 

Oh, Charlie is my darling, 
The young Chevalier. 

The Forty-five-1745-was the year in which the 
Stuarts began their last great effort to regain the 
forfeited crown of Great Britain. 

Charles Edward Stuart, eldest son of the old 
Pretender, was twenty-four when he arrived in 
Scotland in July of that year. After a slow begin
ning, his army rapidly took shape. He marched 

i 
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upon Edinburgh, occupied Holyrood, defeated 
Sir John Cope in battle, and advanced southwards 
as far as Derby. There, chiefly because of disputes 
amongst his generals, the expedition collapsed. 
The dream gave way to the stark reality of retreat, 
that retreat back to Scotland which ended, finally 
and forever, at Culloden. To the Scots, the engage
ment was originally called the Battle of Drum
mossie Muir, that being the name of the ground 
on which it was fought. 

Thereafter-from April to September of 1746, in 
fact-the young Pretender was a hunted man, with 
a price of £30,000 upon his head. He endured con
stant dangers and tremendous hardships and you 
have probably heard the famous story of how, when 
the net was closing around him, he was saved by 
Flora Macdonald and a trusted Highland servant 
Neil MacEachen. _ 

He was a broken man-'shattered in mind and 
body,' according to one writer-when he at last 
embarked at Lochnanuagh on the 20th of Septem
ber. Nine days later he reached Roscoffin Brittany. 
He lived on with the torment of what might have 
been until death came to him at Rome on January 
30, 1788. 

Yet apart from his father, the Old Pretender, 
what other man ever inspired so many songs? 
There is a whole treasury of Jacobite songs and 
ballads. They are not all good; some are not far 
removed from doggerel; but taken in their proper 
sequence, they cover the entire history of the two 
ill-fated rebellions. 

A number of them, of course, were not written 
at the time of the events. Take, for instance, 
'Charlie is my darling'. One version was written 
by James Hogg. The Jacobite Minstrelsy, published 
in 1829, was founded to a large extent on Hogg's 
Jacobite Relics. The other version of 'Charlie is 

--
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my darling,' a verse of which appears at the begin
ning of this article, came from the pen of Lady 
Nairne and was first published anonymously in the 
Scottish Minstrel. Lady Nairne must have heard 
a great deal about the Young Pretender. Her 
father, Laurence Oliphant, was an aide-de-camp to 
the Prince during the Forty-five and carried to 
Edinburgh the news of Sir John Cope's defeat. 

In the Scottish Musical Museum, 'The Lovely 
Lasso' Inverness' is ascribed to Robert Bums and, 
with the exception of the first four lines, editors 
have generally accepted that it is by Burns. G. S. 
Macquoid, who edited Jacobite Songs and Ballads 
(Selected) for The Canterbury Poets series ex
pressed the view that it was an old song 'altered by 
Burns'. Here it is: 

The luvely Lass o' Inverness, 
Nae joy nor pleasure can she see; 

For e'en and morn she cries, Alas! 
And ay the saut tear blins her e' e: 

Drumossie• moor, Drumossie day, 
A waefu' day it was to me; 

For there I lost my father dear, 
My father dear and brethren three. 

Their winding-sheet the bludy clay, 
Their graves are growing green to see; 

And by them lies the dearest lad 
That ever blest a woman's e'e! 

Now wae to thee, thou cruel lord, 
A bludy man I trow thou be; 

For mony a heart thou has made sair 
That ne'er did wrang to thine or thee! 

'The Highland widow's lament' is another of the 
songs ascribed to Burns. It consists of eight verses, 
the first of which runs thus: 
!This spelling is another version of Drummossie. 
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Oh, I am come to the low Countrie, 
Ochon, Ochon, Ochrie ! 

Without a penny in my purse 
To buy a meal to me. 

In Jacobite Songs and Ballads (Selected), the 
song extends to eleven verses, and, according to 
Macquoid, Burns added the 5th, 6th and 7th 
verses, whilst the 8th, 9th and IOth were by Allan 
Cunningham, and the last verse by James Hogg. 
All this arises out of the fact that Burns rarely put 
his name to his Jacobite songs. 

To return to Charles Edward Stuart, what sort 
of man was he? And what was he like? Did he 
really justify the name of 'Bonny Prince Charlie'? 

In his Autobiography, the Reverend Alexander 
Carlyle, minister of Inveresk and an eminent 
figure of his time, relates how, in boyhood, he 
hung around Holyrood in the hope of seeing the 
Prince. 

I went twice down to the Abbey Court with 
my friend about twelve o'clock to wait till the 
Prince should come out of the Palace and mount 
his horse to ride to the east side of Arthur Seat 
to visit his army. I had the good fortune to see 
him both days, one of which I was close by him 
when he walked through the guard. He was a 
goodMlooking man, of about five feet ten inches; 
his hair was dark red, and his eyes black. His 
features were regular, his visage long, much 
sunburnt and freckled, and his countenance 
thoughtful and melancholy. He mounted his 
horse and rode off through St. Ann's Yards and 
the Duke's Walk to his army. 
One man who was not exactly an admirer of 

Prince Charles Edward was Dr. King, Principal 
of St. Mary's Hall, Oxford. Here are some extracts 
from the account which he left, 'not only for the 
information of posterity, but for the sake of many 
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worthy gentlemen whom I shall leave behind me, 
who are at present attached to his name, and who 
have formed their ideas of him from public 
report, but more particularly from those great 
actions which he performed in Scotland.' 

In 1750 I received a note from my Lady Prim
rose, who desired to see me immediately. As 
soon as I waited on her, she led me into her 
dressing-room, and presented me to the Pre
tender. If I was surprised to find him there, I was 
still more astonished when he acquainted me 
with the motives which had induced him to 
hazard a journey to England at this juncture. 
The impatience of his friends, who were in exile, 
had formed a scheme which was impracticable; 
But although it had been feasible as they had 
represented it to him, yet no preparation had 
been made, nor was anything ready to carry it 
into execution. He was soon convinced he had 
been deceived, and therefore, after a stay in 
London of five days only, he returned to the 
place from whence he came. As I had some 
long conversations with him here, and for some 
years after held a constant correspondence with 
him, not indeed by letters but by messengers, 
who were occasionally dispatched to him, and 
as during this intercourse I informed myself of 
all particulars relating to him, and of his whole 
conduct, both in public and private life, I am 
perhaps as well qualified as any man in England 
to draw a just character of him ... 

As to his person, he was tall and well made, 
but stooped a little, owing to the great fatigue he 
underwent in his northern expedition. He had a 
handsome face, and good eyes (I think his busts, 
which about this time were commonly sold in 
London, are more like him than any of his 
pictures which I have yet seen); but in a polite 



10 JUNIOR BURNS CHRONICLE 

company he would not pass for a genteel man. 
He had a quick apprehension, and spoke French, 
Italian and English, the last with a little of a 
foreign accent ... 

I never heard him express any noble or bene
volent sentiments, the certain indications of a 
great soul and a good heart, or discover any 
sorrow or compassion for the misfortunes. of so 

. many worthy men who had suffered in his 
cause. But the most odious part of his character 
was his love of money ... I know it may be urged 
in its vindication, that a prince in exile ought to 
be an economist: and so he ought; but never
theless his purse should be always open, as long 
as there is anything in it, to relieve the necessi
ties of his friends and adherents ... I have known 
this gentleman with two thousand louis-d'ors 
in his strong box pretend he was in great distress, 
and borrow money from a lady in Paris, who was 
not in affluent circumstances. His most faithful 
servants, who had closely attended him in all 
his difficulties, were ill rewarded ... To this spirit 
of avarice may be added his insolent manner of 
treating his immediate dependants, very un
becoming a great prince, and a sure prognostic of 
what ~ight be expected from him if he acquired 
sovereign power. 
Eighteen years before his death, Mrs. Miller, an 

English lady residing at that time in Rome, 
evidently had the opportunity to study the sorry 
spectacle of a very different Charles Edward 
Stuart. She described him thus: 

The Pretender is naturally above the middle 
size, but stoops excessively; he appears red and 
bloated in the face; his countenance heavy and 
sleepy, which is attributed to his having given 
into excess of drinking; but when a young man 
he must have been esteemed handsome. His 
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complexion is of the fair tint, his eyes blue, his 
hair light brown, and the contour of his face a 
long oval; he is by no means thin, has a noble 
person, and a graceful manner. His dress is 
scarlet, laced with broad gold lace; he wears 
the blue riband outside of his coat, from which 
depends a cameo antique, as large as the palm 
of my hand; and he wears the same garter and 
motto as those of the noble order of St. 
George in England. Upon the whole, he has a 
melancholy, mortified appearance. 
Mrs. Miller's description, in the colour of the 

eyes, differs from that of Alexander Carlyle. But 
no matter. Had not Bonny Prince Charlie already 
found his immortality in Scottish history and in 
those songs and ballads that will live as long as 
Scotland has heart and voice to sing? 

* * * * 
RESULTS OF LAST YEAR'S COMPETITIONS 

A. D. GRIFFEN AWARD 

Although the £10 prize was offered in our 1971 
issue for the Best Poem in Scots, not one of our 
readers sent in an entry. 

To be fair, not everyone can compose and write 
a poem-even in English. Very few, indeed, are 
blessed with the rare gift of poetic expression, and 
it is certainly not the sort of . thing that can be 
taught. 

Yet is that why no one submitted a poem in 
Scots for this competition? Or does the real reason 
lie in the fact that you do not know your mother 
tongue? After all, a great many adult Scots do not 
know it, either. Which is a pity. It is their birth
right-and yours, too. And do not forget that when 
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a nation loses its language, it loses all its character, 
its traditions and its pride. 

If you think I am wrong, do write and tell me, 
please, why you think no poems in Scots were 
submitted last year. 

PAINTING COMPETITIONS 

SENIOR SECTION 
Of the entries received, the artists who had the 

best ideas in book jacket design are pupils at 
Langholm Academy. The lst prize for a well
executed, clean-cut design was awarded to Sheila 
Lamont, aged 14; 2nd prize went to Sharron 
Iredale, aged 14, whose jacket, a neat modern 
design, rather cleverly succeeded in catching the 
eye; whilst Yvonne Armstrong, also 14 years of 
age, gave us a design full of detail and colour. 

JUNIOR SECTION 

A large and encouraging entry was received on 
the subject, 'My Favourite Pet'. The variety of pets 
was quite staggering and the general standard 
throughout was high. We have to thank the head
masters, headmistresses and teachers who en
couraged their pupils to take part. 

First prize was awarded to Fiona McGregor, 11 
years of age, Rayne North School, Meikle Wartle, 
Aberdeenshire, for her charming and life-like 
study of a pair of green yellow-faced budgerigars. 

Second prize, pressing hard upon the winner, 
went to Andrew McGregor, Primary 3, Melville 
College, Edinburgh. Andrew is only seven and a 
half and his painting of tropical fish was, to my 
mind, quite remarkable for someone of his age. 

A bold and confident painting of a pointer won 
3rd prize for Debra Darker, aged 11 years, 10 
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months, who is at Hawkhill Primary School, 
Hawkhill, Dundee. 

To those who were unsuccessful, why not have 
another go? Read on and you will find details of 
this year's painting competitions. You may well 
be one of our prize-winners. 

COMPETITIONS FOR 1972 

A. D. GRIFFEN AWARD 

A prize of £10 is offered for the Best Essay in 
Scots on the subject, 'Ma Christmas Holidays'. 
Age limit is 18 and your essay must be your own 
unaided work. It will be judged solely on how well 
you know the Scots language. If no essay reaches 
the required standard, the Editor reserves the 
right to withhold the Award. This is something 
which he sincerely hopes he will not have to do. 
Send your essays, please, to the Editor, Junior 
Burns Chronicle, Newbigging, Tweedsmuir, Biggar, 
Lanarkshire, on or before 30th April, 1972. 

PAINTING COMPETITIONS 

SENIOR SECTION 

For young artists over 14, paintings are invited 
on any scene you wish from Robert Burns's 
famous poem, 'Tam o' Shanter'. Book tokens 
will be awarded to the winners. 

As before, please send your paintings to the 
Editor, Junior Burns Chronicle, Newbigging, 
Tweedsmuir, Biggar, Lanarkshire. Do not forget 
your name, age and address. Closing date: 30th 
April, 1972. 
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JUNIOR SECTION 

Last year you let me see paintings of your 
favourite pets. I am now inviting all you young 
artists to send paintings of 'Ma Favourite Flooers'. 
Book tokens will be awarded to the winners. 

Rules are the same as in the Senior Section and, if 
you want your paintings returned, please enclose 
stamps to cover postage. 

* * * * * 
A LETTER FROM A TEACHER 

When I was girnin' about not receiving any 
entries for the Best Poem in Scots, I did not mean 
to imply that all young people know little or noth
ing about their own native language. Many child
ren do know it and, not least amongst them, are 
those who attend the small rural school of Collessie, 
by Ladybank, Fife. 

Their Headteacher, Mrs. Mairi Dallas, informs 
me that 'All the Burns Competitions are entered 
eagerly here and notebooks on old Scots words, 
customs, utensils, etc., quite keenly collected.' 

So there is an idea from Collessie School. Why 
don't you start a Scots scrapbook? 

* * * * 
The author of the descriptive passage on Glencoe 

(page 4) was Charles Dickens. 

* * * * * 
And as we end this year's Junior Burns Chronicle 

I leave you with this thought: 
I knew a very wise man who believed that if 

a man were permitted to make all the ballads, 
he need not care who should make the laws of 
the nation. Fletcher of Saltoun. 



JAMES CURRIE'S ROBERT BURNS: 

THE BEGINNING 

by ROBERT D. THORNTON 

'That is not what I meant at all. That is not it, at all: So James 
Currie must have beheld the full bulk of Bums papers which John 
Syme had gathered up hurriedly in Dumfries and bundled off to 
Liverpool, for such action was complete disregard of his clearly 
stated condition that he was to deal only with those materials that 
had been selected carefully by the executors themselves as proper 
for publication. To be tagged 'it' so that Syme and the others in 
Scotland could run about scot-free was not exactly the doctor's 
understanding of the rules. Reacting with post-haste, Currie re
opened the question of his acceptance. Thus on 17 February, 1797, 
Maria could chide him for indecision;l thus as late as April Syme 
could become sure that he stood a good chance of losing his man 
unless he journeyed to Liverpool to do what he and his friends had 
not found time to do in Dumfries. 

From passage of time and change of circumstance had come 
irresolution to mark each of those who had taken the affairs of the 
dead poet into their hands. Long before January, 1797, John Mc
Murdo, William Maxwell, and the Patrick Millers had worn away 
their good intent of helping conduct a public subscription on behalf 
of Jean and the children so that Syme in Dumfries and Cunningham 
in Edinburgh had been left almost alone in bringing it to an end. 
Their tedious task of collecting cold cash on chilled promise con
tinued into June, when first they counted out what they felt was 
owed them for their services and then closed the books. Generally 
speaking, those Scotsmen who had conducted the subscription 
had been caught up also with the overlapping charge of a 
posthumous edition. Here again Syme and Cunningham had been 
left holding the bag. The time had not yet come for appointment 
of William Thomson, Dumfries Writer, to conduct legalities. 
Willing as she may have been, Jean, the widow, could contribute 
little. Weighing the advantages of abandoning the Ayrshire farm 
of Mossgiel for the Dumfriesshire farm of Dinning, Gilbert, the 
brother, already nursed a mind panged full as an egg. Engaged as 
they were-McMurdo as Chamberlain to the Duke of Queensberry 

1 J.C.E., 'Maria Riddell's Letters to Dr. James Currie,' in B.C., XXIX 
(1920), 116. 
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at Drumlanrig and Maxwell as doctor and solicitous son attentive 
to his mother's cry for a new home-these trustees could be counted 
on for little more than signing an occasional paper. As a matter of 
fact, both Syme and Cunningham themselves ran more than a bit 
winded. One tends to forget that they owned lives quite apart from 
the Burns family. Syme worked not only as Dumfries Stamp Collec
tor, but also as successful factor with a number of lands under 
his stewardship including several properties of James Currie; 
unengaged, he preferred to garden, to shoot, or to drink. In 1797 
Cunningham swapped horses in the middle of the stream when, 
after twenty-odd years in a law office, he entered upon a mercantile 
career. Twelve months later he had so succeeded with the estate 
of the jeweller William Robertson that he became Burgess of 
Edinburgh. 

James Currie was never shaken from his conviction that none 
of those in Scotland knew a longer day than he. One need not repeat 
the full extent of his obligations or belabour the point of his poor 
health, but one might remind another that throughout 1797 Currie 
pressed with his Medical Reports, published finally in December. 
During the same period William Roscoe occupied himself on as 
many, if not more fronts as his good friend and, in addition, pub
lished his translation from Tansillo while trying to meet demands 
for his Lorenzo. 

Nobody before James Currie had taken and nobody after Currie 
has been able or ever will be able to take the opportunity of examin
ing the same wealth of manuscripts which came to Liverpool. What 
is more regrettable, never has there been and never can there be a 
complete index. But all is not lost. The wonder is how much we do 
know and how much more undoubtedly we shall know in years to 
come. 

Shutting himself up in his study for the greater part of several 
nights, Currie began his perusal on Thursday, the twelfth of January, 
and finished on Sunday, the twenty-second. He read 'with sympathy, 
with sorrow, with pity, and with admiration; and at times with 
strong though transient disgust.'2 Then he sealed up 'a few' of 
the papers 'by themselves,' which in his judgement 'ought to be 
committed to the flames'. During his break from professional cares 
in the early afternoon of the twenty-second, the doctor separated 
from the remaining mass all manuscripts of poetry, as the initial 

2 [D. McNaught], 'Dr. Currie and His Biography of Burns,' in B.C., 
XXVIII (1919), 22; the letter, Currie to Syme, is dated 8 Feb. 1797. 
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package for Roscoe's inspection to be delivered before night.fall 
with an accompanying note: 

Herewith I send you the poetical remains of poor Burns
His correspondence which occupies 600 folio pages will follow. 
It contains a few scattered verses also. 

Do me the favour to read these pieces with the pen in your 
hand, and mark an a or any other letter under such as you 
think may be printed-If any observation strikes you, as you 
go on, pray write it on a separate piece of paper-I am sorry 
to occupy you, but I should still be more sorry not to have 
your opinions. The first part of the poems are in Johnsons 
Museum-the second (including the correspondence) have not 
been printed, but are to come out with the Music in a great 
Musical Work in Folio which is in hand [George Thomson's 
Select Collection]-The Index extends only to these--
I write wt my foot in the stirrup. I am going to [Ches (deleted, 
?Chester)] Prescot, but will see You tomorrow.3 

One assumes that Roscoe soon had delivery of the correspondence. 
Before Roscoe returned the Burns papers to Currie on Tuesday, 

the seventh of February, he had allowed himself more than two 
weeks to study and to recommend. His response, the enclosure of a 
message dashed off in the final hours of preparation for a journey 
to London, could not have been altogether satisfactory for the 
doctor. The 'Tuesday evening' message acknowledged that the 
papers had been read 'with infinite amusement tho' with infinite 
regret,' that he Roscoe had not attempted any selection 'as there is 
scarcely any thing of his own which upon the plan suggested will 
not be useful,' and that upon return from London he hoped to have 
a second chance to look over the material.4 Wording of the 
enclosure reflects Roscoe as lawyer: 

Suggestions as to disposing of the papers of the late much 
lamented Robert Burns 

1. That whatever is done as to returning any Letters, Papers, 
&c should be considered as the act of the widow, or trans
acted in her name. 

2. That the Letters from Mr. Burns's stated correspondents 
should be selected, & each persons inclosed in a cover till it 
be known whether they wish them to be returned; & in that 

3 R.P., No. 1102; holograph letter dated 'Thursday 2 oClock' and 
docketed, erroneously I believe, 'about 1796'. 

4 R.P., No. 1103; holograph letter docketed 'Feby. 1797'. 
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case may it not be reasonable to require Mr. B.'s Letters, 
as being a necessary part of the materials for the intended 
pubJicn.? 

3. That an arrangement should be made of such of his Letters 
& unpublished poems as are proper for publication; but 
that nothing which he has written in his moments of levity & 
eccentricity, & which may be supposed to affect his character 
in a moral view, be allowed to see the light. 

4. That a narrative shod. be written of his life, introducing 
occasionally his own detailed memoirs, letters, observations, 
poems, &c as illustrating the progress of his mind, the state 
of his opinions, moral, political, & religious, &c; adding 
from time to time such observations as may naturally arise 
from the documents, so as to render the whole honorable 
to the character of Burns, & interesting & useful to the world 
at large. 

It is greatly to be wished (if not an indispensible requisite) 
that the narrative should be written by some person who has 
lived in habits of intimacy with the poet, & who may often 
be able to illustrate his sentiments & observations by his 
own personal knowledge of him; but at all events it is neces
sary that he should feel a thorough disregard of vulgar 
prejudices, & should avow the Work [&] affix his name to 
the [whole (deleted)] work. 

I apprehend the whole would form a tolerable quarto vol. 
or 2 vols in octs. which might be published by Subs. at 
1 Gs.-The Memoirs might occupy abt. one half. 

The 
Posthumous Works

of 
Robert Burns 

to which are prefixed 
Memoirs 

of his Life and Writings 
collected principally from his own Letters & Manuscripts 

by 
A B~~~~ 

One might pause long enough for several observations beyond 
marking Roscoe's apparent recovery from the Currie estate of at 

s R.P., No. 583; undated holograph. 
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least one of his letters on Burns. Currie had sealed up Bums's 
cloaciniad verses including, we believe, his manuscript volume of 
bawdry; still Roscoe appears to have discovered in what had been 
given him to pore over sufficient indications of the same spirit so 
that he could feel the need of caution. Unlike Currie and Syme, 
Roscoe would discuss political and religious views in the life; like 
Currie, he would prefer that an intimate of the poet (?Syrne) do the 
narrative. And may not the paragraph following '4.' be read as 
Roscoe's gently warning Currie away from writing the biography? 
If so, candid speculation on the reasons may lead more in favour 
of the doctor than not. 

Currie fully describes January flurries in a long letter to Syrne, 
8 February, 1797. Let us pick up his narrative after he has faith
fully copied off Roscoe's reactions: 

So far my friend Roscoe; and with his sentiments my own 
entirely correspond. As you have not perused the MSS., I 
will give you a general notion of what they consist. You have 
read the different books probably: they consist chiefly of letters 
and poems copied out fair, the original draughts of which are 
to be found among the loose papers: and the best of the poems 
are already in print. But there are a few detached memoranda 
set down at various times, containing incidental opinions and 
reflections, which are nowhere else to be found:-

1. There are nearly fifty sketches of letters, written on various 
occasions; a few of which, and only a few, may be published 
entire. The larger part of many are nt for the public; and some 
will admit of a few passages only being selected. It was seldom 
that the Bard put pen to paper that something sterling did not 
flow from him. As might be expected, where detached corres
pondents were written to without any view to the letters being 
brought together, there are certain phrases frequently repeated. 
These chiefly reflect independence of spirit in a humble con
dition; a sentiment which obtruded on his mind as often as he 
wrote to persons in a higher condition, and which, as he ex
pressed it often, he acquired the habit at last of expressing 
nearly in the same phraseology. It will be necessary to omit 
many such passages. Other passages it will be necessary to 
omit because they respect living characters and recent circum
stance which it would be improper to expose to the public; 
and, in respect to such omissions, it is altogether impossible 
that I can forin a proper judgment. I suspect also that there 
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are passages to be omitted which respect occasions in which 
the Bard engaged with all the vehemence of his character, 
and possibly took the wrong side, or carried the right to an 
extreme. In regard to Dr. McGill's controversy, for instance, 
a stranger must be entirely at a loss what to set down or ,what 
to suppress; and the same may be said on other occasions, 

. on which his ardent sympathies were excited. There are (e.g.) 
some excellent letters respecting Mr--- [James Clarke], a 
schoolmaster at Moffat. These it would be a pity to suppress; 
and it might be hazardous to expose them. Many such 
difficulties I might mention. 

2. But one difficulty remains, greater than any other; and 
that is, what to say and what to suppress in regard to his poli
tical opinions. I see that the Bard was admonished on the 
subject of his heresies, and threatened with the loss of his 
place; and the letter which he wrote in his own justification 
is one of the finest of all his compositions [Letters, II. 169-71, 
to John Francis Erskine of Mar]. There are several poems that 
are political; most of them, indeed, of little importance: but 
there is one which, though short, is of great merit: 'Libertie, a 
Vision'. This, of course, must not die; but the question, how 
far it might be right to venture the publication of it, and other 
things of the same delicate nature, at present, is one which the 
family ought to be consulted on, and which a stranger cannot 
presume to decide. 

3. There are many detached pieces of poetry, but chiefly in 
the form of songs, and written, I presume, for the musical work 
that is going forward [Johnson's Musical Museum]. Possibly 
these may be paid for, and, of course, the property of the per
sons engaged in that work; and a stranger cannot pretend 
to publish them without their permission. 

4. There is a very considerable number of letters from 
Burns's correspondents, some of them very good in themselves, 
and others which would be interesting as coming from persons 
of celebrity. A few of these it would be desirable to intermix 
with those of the Bard; but how shall a stranger presume to do 
this? · 

5. Not one of the copies of his own letters is dated; and, 
therefore, a stranger cannot arrange them in the order of time, 
so as to make them convey a history of his mind. Persons 
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perfectly acquainted with the Poet might be able, from the 
contents of these MSS., to form a pretty exact notion of their 
date, and thus supply the deficiency; but a stranger cannot do 
this. 

I might go on enumerating the difficulties, of which these are 
only a part, that stand in the way of my undertaking to be the 
editor and biographer of Burns; but I am fatigued, and pro
bably tedious. 

You will readily believe me when I tell you that I did not 
foresee these; nay, I could not possibly foresee them, till the 
papers were put into my hands;-put into my hands, not 
selected and arranged as I expected, but with the whole toil 
and responsibility thrown upon me. 

In this situation you will not be surprised that I feel an anxious 
wish to decline the undertaking, if any other person can be 
found to engage in it. Edinburgh, doubtless, is the place where 
the publication should be made; and, among the men of letters 
there, I earnestly hope that some one perfectly qualified for 
the task may yet be found willing to engage in it. He that has 
leisure, and advantages for the proper performance of it, 
will receive the blessings of the widow and fatherless, and hand 
down his name with honour to posterity. But-to speak my 
mind to you freely-though the subject has so much interest 
yet there are so many delicacies belonging to it, and the materi
als are so scattered and so peculiar, that a very great deal 
depends on the taste and delicacy, and judgment of the 
biographer. 

My friend Roscoe has given very exactly my opinions of the 
manner in which it should be executed. But I will be a little 
more particular. 

The scheme he has mentioned under No. 4 is that which was 
adopted by Mason in his Life of Gray. The execution was, how
ever, poor; and the whole work is, to me, languid and 
uninteresting. Gray's life afforded little incident: his senti
ments were refined, even to fastidiousness; and his poetry, 
excellent as it is, afforded no great scope for original criticism. 
There are several circumstances in the history of Burns that 
give greater scope to his biographer. The rise and progress 
of this daring peasant exhibits an interesting picture of the 
power and of the evolution of original genius, and naturally 
connects with, and even introduces, details concerning the 
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condition and character of the Scottish peasantry, their lives 
and opinions, which, to an English reader at least, will have the 
attraction of novelty. The Poet painted nature, and particular 
nature: he gives to all his exhibitions of character-persons, 
character, and scenery. Besides this, his peculiar cast of poetry, 
formed in a great measure on the models of his own country, 
naturally introduces some observations on the poetry of Scot
land-a subject on which I have read nothing, but on which I 
have occasionally ruminated, as I have crooned in my solitary 
journeyings the old ballads of our ancient bards; aIJ of whom 
Burns greatly surpassed. 

To show what it is in the poetry of Burns that so strangely 
takes hold of the heart, even at times in defiance of the taste, 
may open some views into the sympathies of our nature, and 
into the powers by which poetry charms. 

The errors and faults, as well as the excellancies of Burns's 
life and character, afford scope for painful and melancholy 
observation. 

This part of the subject must be touched with great tender
ness; but it must be touched. If his friends do not touch it, 
his enemies will. 

To speak my mind to you freely, it appears to me that his 
misfortunes arose chiefly from his errors. This it is unnecessary 
and, indeed, improper to say; but his biographer must keep it 
in mind, to prevent him from running into those bitter invec
tives against Scotland, &c., which the extraordinary attractions 
and melancholy fate of the Poet naturally provoke. Six Liver
pool poets have sung the requiem of our admired Bard [Roscoe, 
Rushton, Shepherd, etc.]; and every one of them has indulged 
in the most pointed, and in some degree unjust, invectives 
against the country, and the society, in which he lived. 

I have thus given you a sketch of the difficulties which a 
person in my situation must have in executing the task that has 
devolved on me, as well as my notion how it should be executed. 
I give the first, that you and the family of the Bard may yet 
consider of the subject, and, as you are going into Edinburgh, 
that you may consult with the friends of his family there, and 
procure, if possible, some man of letters on the spot to under
take his biography, &c.: if you find anyone so disposed, you 
can extract from my letter what respects the materials, that he 
may the better be enabled to judge of them. 
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In addition to what I have mentioned to you of the difficul
ties in my undertaking the business, I have to mention that I 
am at this moment engaged in a medical work, which will not 
be off my hands before Midsummer; and till then, that I 
cannot put pen to paper on the subject; and that such are my 
incessant toils and my delicate health, that it will be impossible 
for me to undertake for the publication before Midsummer, 
1798, if then. 

I mention all these particulars, that the family may not form 
any expectations that may be disappointed. 

Finally, if under all these circumstances you and G. Burns 
(who I see, by his letters, is a man of extraordinary understand
ing) think it more for the benefit of the family that I should 
be the editor and biographer, I have only to say, that no expec
tation of the widow and the fatherless shall be disappointed, 
as far as my health and my talents will permit; provided always, 
that you come here and read over and explain all the MSS., 
and that you procure me such letters, &c., of the Bard as 
Edinburgh and Ayrshire can afford, and in short, undertake 
all the correspondence in Scotland; also, that while in Edin
burgh, you and Cunningham consult together over this letter, 
and exert yourselves to smooth my difficulties. I must have the 
old Scottish poets, &c. On this subject pray consult Mr. Dugald 
Stewart, and get Creech to send me everything that he thinks 
will be useful. I have got Fergusson, but not Ramsay, nor any 
of the various collections. 

I understand that Gilbert Burns is now, or will soon be, in 
Dumfries. Shew him this letter, and consult with him. I must 
trust to him for the early part of the incidents-to you for the 
latter. 

I wish you to go into Edinburgh and fix the whole affair with 
as little as possible delay, because my friend Roscoe is gone to 
London; and if I am to undertake this business (which I pray 
to God may be otherwise ordered), he will have some conver
sation with the book~sellers there before he returns. I doubt 
if a subscription be the proper way; probably a sum of money 
may be procured for disposing of the whole. I cannot allow 
my name to be hawked in a subscription paper; but this is an 
after consideration. 

I perceive that Graham of Fintry was a most sterling friend 
of the Bard; I think he ought to be consulted on the subject. 

i 
I, 
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You may assure him that my opinion is that the work should 
be made as free as possible of offence, in a party view; that it 
should be literary and critical chiefly. 

When you have considered al1 this, write me. Keep my name, 
I pray you, as much as possible out of the public mouth. I 
sicken when I see it in the newspapers (as I sometimes do), 
whether for applause or censure. 

I can hold my pen no longer.-Yours always, 

Three o'clock in the morning 
Sth February, 1797. 

JAMES CmuuE 

P.S.-Do me the favour to keep all my letters on this subject 
and bring them with you. I cannot copy anything I write. 6 , 

All Currie and a yard wide! The passion for anonymity; the refrain 
of'stranger'; the benevolence; the industry; the themes of original 
genius, hypochondria, and Scottish culture; the literary appreci
ation. The sincerity, sober reflection, and concern. 

Of all the phrases in this letter to roll on the tongue, one may in· 
dulge in two or three: (1) 'the different books,' (2) 'his enemies will,' 
and (3) 'I understand that Gilbert Burns'. Moving inversely to 
gain simplicity, one pauses first with the last. Critics of James 
Currie have tended to strip him of his authorities. Thus they 
would have one think that Currie's understanding of Gilbert's 
presence or expected presence in Dumfries could have come from a 
hint by Syme only. Without covering the wide range of possible 
sources, let it suffice by way of removing this blind-spot to state that 
Mrs. Dunlop is a far likelier choice and, if not she, then young 
William Duncan or any one of the other Duncans at Lochrutton and 
Liverpool, those relatives of Currie who served him as they passed 
frequently between Scotland and England. 

The phrase 'his enemies will' poses a dilemma fashioned equally 
by Currie and his times. Everything we know about this Scotsman 
indicates how completely unhappy he must have become when he 
discovered enough concrete evidence to prove various charges and 
rumours against Robert Burns, yet nothing we know about Currie 
supports suspicion that he would willingly destroy anything of 
Burns. Privately to Roscoe he expressed his opinion that the self· 
incriminating material ought to be committed to the flames, not that 
it was. Such a moment for destruction, if ever there was one, had 
come and passed between the acts of reading and of sealing up. 

6 B.C., XXVIII (1919). 24·8. 
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Conjecture argues that the seals remained unbroken throughout 
the succeeding years of Currie's life. 

Thus the Dilemma: on the one horn, to protect Burns, to spare 
the family, to evade offending those who could make or break a 
subscription-edition; on the other horn, to maintain integrity as 
editor and biographer, to present a likeness which, general though 
it might be, owned up to Burns's waywardness and by so doing 
softened opposition. We see, for example, Currie now leaning 
towards Roscoe's view that the subject of Burns's politics could not 
be disregarded, rather that it ought to be illustrated with un
published poetry 'of great merit'. 

Now to the third phase: 'the different books'. To what was Currie 
referring? To the two quarto volumes known as the Glenriddell 
Manuscripts, to the first Commonplace Book (1783-1785), to the 
second Commonplace Book (1787-1790), to the Journal of the 
Border Tour (May, 1787}, and to the Journal of the Tour in the 
Highlands (late summer 1787). It seems unlikely that he would refer 
Syme or anybody else to the manuscript collection of bawdry 
which, presumably, he had put away for safe -and silent- keeping. 

All these manuscripts and countless more had come from Syme. 
Although Elizabeth Riddell had retained the volumes of the Musical 
Museum which the poet had interleaved with his notes for her hus
band, Currie possessed the original material as composed or collected 
by Burns together with his commentary, all of which he had intended 
for his own interleaved Museum. The doctor began, moreover, with 
innumerable manuscripts of the poems and various drafts and 
copies of Burns's own letters as well as with more than three
hundred letters from 141 ofBurns's correspondents.7 That one can 
be so precise in reference to letters of the correspondents is due to 
the fact that shortly after these and the other papers arrived at 
Liverpool Currie conscientiously employed an amanuensis to make 
a list of the letters to Burns (some fifty-six folio pages), numbering 

-each letter chronologically and presenting date, name of correspond
ent, and token of contents. What strikes the scanner is not so much 
the representation of Gilbert Burns by fourteen letters (the basis 
of Currie's early, favourable impression of the brother) as the com
plete absence from the list of important names like McMurdo, 
Maxwell, and Mrs. McLehose ('Clarinda') and the astoundingly 
false representation of Syme, Maria and Ainslie by one letter each. 

7 J.C. Ewing, 'Burns's Literary Correspondents; in B.C., VIIl (1933), 
18-77. 
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So Currie had not been helped because those who could help him 
best had been too busy helping themselves. Obviously, George 
Thomson was not the only one in Scotland to win control of his 
correspondence from the executors before they engaged their editor. 
That Thomson or anybody else should have everything to say about 
what might be published of his letters to Burns was accepted civility; 
that he should gain the right of having everything to say about what 
might be published of Burns's letters to him, rather than to trust 
in the discretion and courtesy of the editor, was hardly conventional. 
As each friend of Burns took care with respect to all that concerned 
himself, so he acted carelessly with all else. Maria gifts Roscoe, a 
holograph, Syme sends Cunningham a tumbler 'with the lamented 
Bard's inscription,' and in time Mccreery offers Roscoe Burns's 
pen. But only Currie seems to have recognised keenly the need of 
collecting every paper before it was either lost or destroyed. Syme 
wanted to disregard, if not to throw away, any manuscript bearing 
upon any poem or song already published; Currie disagreed. Maria 
argued that verses 'below mediocrity' were not worth collecting; · 
Currie disagreed. From the first his aim was to preserve the slightest 
scrap, and his vision was such as to foresee a possible date of publi
cation for even that scrap, always providing that it was not bawdy. 

Some of Currie's indecision of February, 1797, must be attributed 
to his growing awareness of just how many fingers were being 
dipped in the pie. Mrs. Dunlop possessed Burns's letters to her, 
and she frantically sought return of her letters through such inter
mediaries as her soldier-sons Thomas and John in support of Gilbert 
whom she was befriending with conscious care. If Syme had been 
less annoyed, he might not have chosen to counter with an offer of 
fair exchange: one Mrs. Dunlop letter for every Burns letter. 
Currie could firmly encourage this stand simply because he was not 
accustomed to defer to such ladies even though they were related to 
his wife and 'glorious Wallace'. The Burns-Thomson correspondence 
was about to rest with Thomson. While securing letters from Burns, 
Maria had return of her own letters, possibly from the poet but 
probably from Syme; none of these was to be published-a good 
guess is that all were destroyed by this restless young mother before 
her death. What the executors most wished was not only to retain 
'Clarinda's' missives to Burns, but also to acquire 'Sylvander's' 
epistles and permission to publish as they chose. What 'Clarinda' 
demanded was full authority for all letters, both ways. In behalf of 
'Clarinda,' Bob Ainslie enlisted to plead before Syme and Cunning-
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ham; in behalf of Jean and the children, Syme served enlistment 
papers on Maria who was to intercede with the 'Jade Madam'. 

Maria had helped Currie during her Liverpool visit by bearing 
some Burns papers from Syme and by offering loan of her volumes 
of the Museum wherein she had identified Burns's contributions, 
of her set of the 1793 edition of the poetry, of 'such of the Bard's 
MSS I am possessed of,' and of a copy of her 'Candidior' article. 
She had, furthermore, pledged her assistance for the future; so, 
once in London, where the difficulties of a new life are implied by 
her frequent change of abode, she took up in late 1796 the strange 
wooing. 

Maria kept Currie informed of her intercession with 'Clarinda' 
in reports playfully hinting at his republicanism, here dating from 
the First Republic in imperfect French and there using the slogan 
Al Dis della Liberta. Her news was hopeful: 

I had a most inimitable letter from 'Clarinda' lately. If you 
and Mr. Roscoe are B.'s biographers, I must obtain permission 
to entrust some of those letters to you. They contain treasures 
relative to him. She wrote to me last by Dr. Moyes, who had 
desired an introduction; but I find it is not easy for a blind 
philosopher, his inclination b~ what it will, to make 
rendezvous.s 

A month later (12 January, 1797) Maria could write Currie that 
'Clarinda' was 'still a faithful correspondent, and her letters full of 
the most inestimable anecdotes for Burns's biographers.'9 Some 
of 'Clarinda's' letters went off to Liverpool the next week (19 
January): 

I wrote yesterday to Clarinda to continue her communications. 
I conceived it cruel to trespass on her sensibility unless they 
were likely to be of service to you. I send with this a packet 
containing her letters. Most of them contain some interesting 
passages relative to our Poet, those that did not I have 
destroyed, I declare I think, after all, the packet will be scarcely 
worth its postage, to you even, and there was no such thing 

8 B.C., XXIX (1920), 113; Letter dated 9 Dec. 1796. None of Currie's 
letters to Maria is known to be extant. Dr. Henry Moyes (1750-1807) 
lectured on music, optics, and chemistry, even though smallpox had taken 
his sight at age three (see Kay's Original Portraits, I. 177-9, where the 
doctor is tagged 'remarkably abstemious'). 

9 Ibid. 'Clarinda's' letters to Maria are untraced. 
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as reasonably desiring either peer or commoner to frank so many 
at a time. This had absolutely been the discreet cause of my 
withholding them so long from you. I have just number'd 
them in order for your perusal, and as you asked me once 
before, have enclosed the copies of some of my letters to 
Clarinda relative to Burns's death. I send them to you just as 
she got them copied; if I had once looked over them I am sure 
I should have put them into the fire. Clarinda's are, I perceive, 
too enthusiastic to be perused when one is de sang froid, and 
mine were written under the immediate and powerful impression 
of circumstances and scenes. that affected me extremely, most 
of them written with great dispatch, much feeling, and little 
reflection, and at the time of poor B-'s death. Clarinda 
was, from her talents, misfortunes, and their mutual attachment, 
a very interesting object to all B--'s friends. Now pray do 
not display all this nonsensical correspondence, but when you 
have made what use you can of it, lay it aside to send me back 
again; I entrust it to you on that condition only. I have not 
time to take extracts, so rely on your fidelity in this respect •.. 10 

Has anybody previously observed bow soon Currie's remark that 
some of Burns's papers ought to be committed to the flames followed 
upon Maria's information that she already had burned other 
papers? Or has anybody before cited the 'Clarinda'-Maria corres
pondence as a source for Currie's remarks on Bums? What might 
'Clarinda' have revealed to her confidante? And might not one or 
more of Maria's own letters to 'Clarinda' written at the time of 
poor B-'s death have discussed what must have been upper
most in her mind: the last meetings alone with Burns just before 
his asking to borrow John Clark's gig? Without being able to reveal 
Mrs. Walter Riddell as his authority might not Currie have used her 
eyewitness testimony? Somehow? Whom, after all, did Maria 
trust more than Currie? As she herself confessed to him: 

Clarinda's letters, I tell you candidly, I will entrust to no 
biographer of Burns except yourself, nor do I esteem my yield
ing the perusal to you justifiable on any other score. I do not 
know Mr. Alison even by name, but Burns's biographer must 
be a liberal and even an independent man. These qualifi-

io Op. cit., pp. 114-5. 
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cations are not frequent among the Scots Clergy •.•. 11 

Maria Riddell was never to win the 'Sylvander.-'Clarinda' corres
pondence for the advantage of the Burns family. The more she 
pressed and the more Syme and Cunningham pressed, the more 
obvious it became to Mrs. McLehose, instructed by Ainslie, that 
she should redouble her efforts to have complete jurisdiction. This 
became hers when Syme reluctantly returned the 'Clarinda' letters 
to Edinburgh with, apparently, no strings attached. 

When in early February, 1797, Roscoe rushed off to London to 
consult with Cadell & Davies about translating the poetry in his 
Lorenzo for the third edition then underway, he carried a letter of 
introduction from Currie to Dr. John Moore as well as papers 
which Maria had left with Currie on her visit to Liverpool. On the 
sixteenth Roscoe presented the 'most welcome packet' to Maria. 
The next day she wrote her thank you and then commented upon 
Currie's latest letter: 

As I know Syme to be a careless and a very unsuspicious 
character, I am the less surprised by what you relate to me 
relative to the unguarded manner in which he suffered the 
Bard's papers to be transmitted to you. Our friend Syme finds 
his own occupations press so heavy on him that I dare say he 
actually had little, if any, time to dedicate to the arrangement 
of Burns's papers. He has a good head, united to an excellent 
heart, but I know that in matters of business he wants method; 
he is always in a labyrinth of papers and accounts, and, some
what like the cuttlefish, he obscured himself altogether in a mist 
of his own creating. I have nothing to offer, farther than what 
I have dwelt amply upon on former occasions, relative to your 
assuming the task of biographising Bums. You must, of course, 
judge for yourself. I can only say I am certain it can be trans
ferred to no better hands than yours, and I trust that you will 
not resign the Critique you meditated to any other person ... 
I shall attend to your counsels relative to such of the Bard's 
MSS. as I am possessed of. As for the lines to Clarinda [?' When 
dear Clarinda, matchless fair'], unless anecdotes were circulated 

11 Op. cit., p. 116: letter dated 17 Feb. 1797. The Rev. Mr. Archibald 
Alison (1757-1839), author of Essays on the Nature and Principles of 
Taste (Edinburgh 1790), was in 1797 rector at Redington, Shropshire, 
and active disciple of Gilbert White. Certainly Currie and others in the 
Liverpool circle knew Alison; one surmises that Currie himself dropped 
Alison's name as candidate for biographer-editor, but received no 
encouragement. 

I 
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with them calculated to attach the sentiments to himself, I own 
I do not see why they can be thought to affix more censurability 
upon Burns, than the Epistle of Elouise to Abelard did upon 
Pope. Pray lay those sketches of mine upon the shelf [?early 
drafts of the 'Candidior1; something better may be made of 
them if they contain materials worth working upon, but in the 
present state you have them with 'all their imperfections on 
their head,' some of them are very glaring indeed12 

Only a day after writing this, Maria's 'whole physical and moral 
system' became 'unhinged' when, it would appear, her younger 
daughter Sophia died. A month later, on Sunday, 26 March, 
Maria entered in her diary, 'I fly to society, to variety of scene, to 
the dissipation of every affection it was lately a virtue to cherish.' 
Still another month was to pass before she regained sufficient com
posure to think once more upon Currie and Burns.13 

Roscoe sends Currie his own account of the meeting with Maria 
in a letter which mentions other courtesy calls upon William Smyth 
at Cambridge and Dr. John Aikin in London. What is lost of the 
letter probably spoke of business meetings during which Cadell & 
Davies first sounded out Roscoe on the posthumous edition of Burns; 
what is extant reveals how the name of Currie attracted solid support 
for the project: 

I some time since found Mr•. Riddell & delivered your parcel
Her Childn. are very much indisposed with the hooping Cough 
-& one of them dangerously ill-When all is right at home, I 
find her time passes in fashionable life, with the Duchess of 
G[ordon] &c.-She paid us [Roscoe and wife] a visit the other 
morning, & we are to have some future interviews-I hear 
nothing of Mr. R-- [Maria's husband Walter, recently run 
off to Jamaica] nor thought it necessary to call him to her 
recollection-She is in lodgings & in all respects just the same 
as when we saw her in Liverpool. 

Your introduction to Dr. Moore was received by him with 
great kindness, & has been the source of much satisfaction to 
me-My wife & I dined there on Thursday [16 Feb.]-The 

12 Op. Cit., pp. 115-6. 
13 See Hugh S. Gladstone's 'Maria Riddell, the Friend of Burns,' in 

Transactions of the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Natural History and 
Antiquarian Society, III (1915), 44. The original manuscript of Maria's 
diary bears severe mutilation: erased passages and torn-out pages as one 
more suggestion that this friend of Burns sought self-protection through 
destruction. 
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party were Dr., Mrs., & Miss Moore-The Drs. 2 sons James, 
the Surgeon, & Cha•. the lawyer-Mr. Gyfford the Poet 
[William Gifford, 1756-1826]-Fuseli [Henry, 1741-1825, 
painter and critic]-Ma Femme & myself ... I have paid the 
Dr. several visits, & he has called on me-At one of these he 
shewd me the original or Burns's Life, & several other Letters, 
papers, & poems-all of wch he says are at your service if you 
write the Life-He will also consent I doubt not, to his Letters 
being printed after having first perused them.14 

During Roscoe's absence Currie seems to have continued making 
first entries in the notebook which he had bought for securing his 
random thoughts on Burns.15 Excitement, almost panic, marks 
these immediate responses to having waded through the Burns 
papers. Mind on fire, Currie poses query after query as he identifies 
responsibility: 'How far was his father engaged in the Rebellion?' 
'What education had he?' 'Was Burns ever in any literary or Book 
Scoiety?' 'What kind of a dancing school was he at?' 'He seems to 
have defended a Mr. Hamilton or himself agt. the Kirk-Session
What was that affair?' For such questions Currie was to receive 
answers. Did he, however, solve 'Who is Robt. Wyatt, who writes 
from Carlisle 1 Augt. 1789'? If he did, we today haven't.16 Some
times the small hard potatoes of Currie's question are to be refused 
in the twentieth century for the more piquant context: 'In a memor
andum Book is this note-To write to Professor Lambert and send 
him some poems by Dr. Cochrane. This is Lambert of Cambridge 
perhaps.' What Dr. Cochrane, poet? What Lambert, unless Currie 
is right in suggesting James Lambert (1741-1823), Professor of 
Greek at Cambridge? But, much more fascinatingly, What 'memor
andum Book'? Here again we come upon evidence that Currie 

14 This passage is pieced from (1) Roscoe, Life, I. 210-11 and (2) R.P., 
No. 1105; the letter is to be dated 19 Feb. 1797. 

15 Mr. William R. LeFanu has kindly provided me with a microfilm 
copy of this notebook which belongs amongst his family papers. The 
manuscript consists of forty-seven pages (8 ins by 4t ins) numbered in 
pencil by Mr. LeFanu on the recto only, consecutively by odd number 
from 1to47. Pages [24] and [32] are blank. Very scanty internal evidence 
offers onJy the roughest guide to date of entry; therefore, one can 
but surmise that the initial four and one-third pages, what is discussed 
above, represent the first sittings. Hereafter this notebook is cited as 
'Currie Notebook'. 

16 The 'Wyatt' letter is No. 104 of the Currie index [see B.C., VIII 
(1933), 38-9 and XIV (1939), 41, also Letters, II. [61]. 
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worked with some Burns materials unknown to every later bio
grapher. 

Simmering down with each day spent, Currie ordered his mind 
and opened his own notebook once again to enter the following 
under the heading 'Hints &ea respecting Burns' Biography': 

1. General conditions of the Scottish peasantry-The particu
lars of that education-reading, writing, accounts, church
music &c dancing. Whence arising. 

2. Effects of this education, on their religious opinions; on 
their happiness &c11-.-emigration a consequence-

3. Effects of the law respecting marriage on the national poetry 
&music. 

4. Short view of the history of this poetry & music-

5. Comparison of Burns with his predecessors. 
6. Wherein the excellancy of the Scottish poetry consists. 

Perpetually incites the sensibility-the music admirably 
adapted to assist its effects. It paints manners & scenery 
&ea. 

7. Faults & excellancies of Burns as a man & a poet-Conse
quence of his love of the bottle-General effects of Alcohol 
on the temperament of sensation. Poets should drink water 
only. 

8. Consequences of his love [?affiances]: of his Edinr. Society 
· wt. the Writers. His eloquence-the source of it. 

9. Character of eloquence & its nature. 
Identity of the higher species with poetry. 

10. The General regard for Burns-Its source. Burns will owe 
a good deal of his reputation to the expatriated Scotsmen. 
The number of these-greater than that of any other nation's 
the Jews only excepted-

Attachment of Scotsmen to their Country. The cause of 
this.-A mountainous Country unites Men in Society
Strengthens the nervous system & therefore the affections
The poetry & music the chief cause. Occasions of the social 
temper of the scotch and their disposition to excess. 

Probable popularity of the song: 'Their Groves o Green 
Myrtle' on the factor walking the ship's deck-the soldier 
&ea-Burns like Milton & Lord Chatham was a great 
reader & admirer of the Bible-



TOSHIO NAMBA (see page 49) 
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The bible seems to have been written by Men of Genius. 
It has all the simplicity pathos & interest of the productions 
of Genius. It is therefore attractive to men of Genius.17 

Starting his pen down a fresh page, Currie apparently ·decided 
that he had had quite enough for one night. But could he have 
snuffed out the candles at his writing-desk without a moment's 
wonder as to how much of his own life he was bringing to bear 
upon that of Robert Burns? Here was amusement to lighten 
weariness and knowledge to bolster confidence: native scenes and 
customs, native folksongs and tales from a Scots boyhood; the 
Bible and the manse; dances in Dumfries with Robert Riddell and 
Alexander Young as rivals for the favour of Elizabeth Kennedy; 
Shenstone's essays and Milton's poems; separation from Scotland 
as an apprentice in the Glasgow tobacco trade; spirit of independ
ence; Professor Cu11en's lectures on the nerves after Locke, Con
dillac, and Hartley; distress from having to acknowle-dge the per
sonal faults of such a close friend as George Bell in the memoir 
published for the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society; 
physician and poet, beechen bowl and usquebaugh. Even the word
ing of Currie's thoughts for a life of Burns takes its spirit from 
evenings when propositions were outlined for debates before the 
'Spee' and the Medical Society at the University of Edinburgh. 

In the early spring of 1797 Currie continued to iron out his think
ing on Burns and to exchange ideas with Syme, Maria, and 
Cunningham, even though he was prepared to resign both the 
manuscripts and the toil and trouble to another person. His letter 
to Cunningham (1 March, 1797) requests additional hands and more 
papers: 

B 

Still .•. Syme or you, or, if possible, both of you, must come 
here to peruse the MSS. with me; and you must bestir yourself 
in Scotland, as your judgment directs you, in procuring materi
als; on which subject I will write you at large when the point 
[who is to be editor] is settled. 

I perhaps may be ready in the winter of 1798 with the work; 
but I stipulate for the summer following. 

There is no occasion for publishing everything now that is 
to be published. The great duty is to collect now, before things 
are lost; and to publish at present only what is fit, leaving 
doubtful matter for other editors and aftertimes. 

I shall not write to Creech; in short, I must be considered 

17 Currie Notebook, pp. [2}-[4). 
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as the stomach, that digests what is put into it, not as the hand 
that gathers, or the head that directs. 

If you come and lend a hand it will give us pleasure; at all 
events, Syme will and must come.IS 

April quickened purpose. Syme and Cunningham, intent upon 
winding up the subscription, turned to Gilbert again in order to 
straighten out his indebtedness to his brother's estate before he left 
Ayrshire for Dumfriesshire. Far from being free of complaints, 
Syme grumbled that Maxwell and McMurdo were more hindrance 
than help. Meanwhile Cunningham suffered his turn of Mrs. 
Dunlop as gadfly: 

I have had a foolish request by Mrs. Dunlop to send the MSS. 
in my possession to the Brother of the Poet. The short answer 
to this is that I have written Dr. Currie fully, sent him the List 
of every thing in my possession, and requested of him to obey 
his own commands: how the Devil can more be done? Apro
pos, I mentioned in a very long Jetter to Dr. Currie that an 
Engraver here [John Beugo, 1759-1841] has generously offered 
to Engrave the head of the Bard-this he ought to have 
answered, but I shall drop him a Note tomorrow .• .19 

In April Dr. John Moore and Richard Brinsley Sheridan were 
getting to know Maria as a 'delightful creature' and sharing some 
of her interests. For on the twenty-second she wrote Currie: 

He [Moore] raves about Burns, and so does Sheridan. I 
believe they both sought my acquaintance for no other purpose 
than to talk of him, and what a society is Sheridan's! .•• Do 
you know you appear to us in town to be coquetting in this 
business of Burns's, and we rail at you a little for it. Roscoe 
will tell you that. Sheridan and Dr. Moore are both clearly of 
opinion that this task is calculated for you, and you for it; 
that you lose time by all this irresolution; now the papers are 
in your possession you cannot retract; and that your talents 
do not tally more perfectly with the brilliancy of the undertaking 
than your character renders the selection completely eligible. 
Nothing but enthusiasm prevails now for Burns's writings and 
memory; I see little danger of its failing to extend to his bio.
grapher, and if it was a service of danger, your heart and head 

18 B.C., XXVIII (1919), 29. 
19 B.C., XIII (1938), 50; Cunningham to Syroe, [14 Apr. 1797]. The 

whereabouts of Cunningham's 'list' and his letters to Currie are 
unknown to me. 
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are equally fitted for the support of such an one. No man resid
ing in Scotland should venture on it, that we admit. Moore is 
just engaged in somewhat of a similar employment with Smol
lett's writings. I long to hear you are embarked-decidedly and 
intrepidly embarked. By the way, convey to me I pray you, the 
two volumes I left with you of the poor Bard's works, there 
remains, too, a MS. or two yet unreturned; let it be soon, as 
I leave town next month .•. 20 

Maria's view from Moore's London drawing-room was not 
Currie's; nevertheless, the combination of her flattering argument 
with Moore's and Sheridan's seems to have settled the point for 
which it was adroitly designed. Introducing the name of McCreery 
to the Burns undertaking and commenting upon possible contri· 
butions by George Thomson, Currie wrote Syme on the twenty
eighth of April to conclude with the key word 'embarked': 

I now address you on the affairs of Mr. Bums. I have spoken 
to a printer-a fellow of genius and fire-the same that printed 
Lorenzo de Medici, who undertakes the office not with willing
ness but ardour; and, being a North of Ireland man, he is an 
adept in the dialect of Scotland, and, on that account, may be 
employed with advantage. I wish, therefore, to set him to work 
to print with as little as possible delay; for we have agreed 
that the works may be begun to be printed before the biography, 
and with advantage as well as convenience. 

The principal part of the poetry to be printed will consist 
of his songs, 120 in number, whichCunninghaminformsmeMr. 
Thomson will transmit to me, perfectly correct, as finally 
touched by the Bard's hand; and, till these are received, we 
can do nothing; for the copies here are, I dare say, imperfect, 
being in general the rude and first draughts, and there are so 
many variations, that it is impossible to say what he finally 
rested in. I wish these sent without delay. Mr. Thomson has I 
understand, a very valuable collection of letters on the subject 
of these songs, and of song-writing in general, which he wishes 
to retain; but as these will be the only part of his correspond
ence generally interesting, I think it very unfair that it should 
not be given up to the use of the family; and I have mentioned 
this to Cunningham, declaring that I could not undertake the 
editorship unless they were sent to me. I beg you will enforce 
this, for the materials in my hands are very scanty, and in many 

20 B.C., XXIX (1920), 116-17. 
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respects defective. The dead Poet, his surviving family, and his 
living editor, ought to have fair play. With every advantage, 
the expectations of the public will be disappointed. 

I wish you also to lose no time or fair opportunity in trans
mitting the remaining materials in your hands, and in collecting, 
wherever you think you can collect. I have got some things 
from Dr. Moore, and shall get more. Burns corresponded 
with a Miss Craik, a poetess [Helen, 1750?-1824), and, in one 
of her replies to him, I see he had given her a critique on 
Johnson's Lives of the Poets [Letters, II. 35-67]. I wish that 
letter could be recovered-it would be very curious, even if it 
contained an opinion only. Can you do anything to get it? If 
you apply to the lady, your way would be to ask for all the 
letters of his that she may have. 

In the same way you may perhaps collect other things of value. 
I will look over his correspondents' letters as soon as I can; 
and probably I may suggest several things for you to do, from 
the hints they offer. In the meantime, I submit it to you whether 
it might not be proper to put an advertisement in the Edinburgh 
papers, mentioning that a publication of Burns's posthumous 
Letters and Poems is preparing, for the benefit of the family, 
and requesting that persons in possession of any such poems 
or letters would forward them to A. Cunningham in Edinburgh, 
or yourself in Dumfries. If necessary, I will get a similar adver
tisement in the London papers, appointing Dr. Moore the 
receiver. This is all that strikes me at present. If I disgrace 
myself, my country, and my subject, you will have much to 
answer for: but I am fairly embarked.21 

An overly optimistic yet auspicious embarkation. Engaging 
McCreery was all to the good, and Cunningham would continue to 
work upon George Thomson. But it was no more than a dream to 
imagine that Thomson, himself an editor of Burns, would transmit 
to Liverpool 120 songs just as designed for his Select Collection of 
Original Scottish Airs. Fantasy, too, that Syme would send all that 
remained in his hands. Burns's letters to Mrs. Dunlop? Yes, when 
exchanged for her own. The poet's letters to Helen Craik'l Yes, 
after they had been recovered. The epigrams? No: these and other 
manuscripts Syme withheld. One sees in this letter, moreover, that 
Currie had been giving thought to problems arising from his having 
a number of variants of any one song. Printing them all could never 

21 B.c., xxvm (1919), 29.30. 
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be. But might not an editor select, as best he could, that variant 
which offered the song 'as finally touched by the Bard's hand,' 
'what be finally rested in'? Such seems to have been an April idea 
of Currie, even a partially formulated editorial principle. 

In quickly passing on to Cunningham the news of Currie's ad
vances, Syme urged his friend to keep after Thomson until he had 
sent to Liverpool his letters to Burns. 'These letters you will recollect 
I transmitted to Mr. Thomson, under the faith of his allowing them 
to go, in so far as he thought proper, to the publication • . :22 

High spirits and the nautical invitation of Currie's 'I am fairly 
embarked' induced Syme to a bit of byplay, albeit Scottish: 

So are we now [embarked], Dear Cunningham, and we must 
set sail along with the Editors and keep the Convoy. The 
expences will encrease considerably; but it is proper, and I am 
resolved on it for my own part, to charge the outlays since 
August last, for as the funds will reasonably allow these I see 
no impropriety in laying the cost of postages and carriages to 
the charge of the concern, since no other men than you, Currie 
and myself have sustained the trouble etc.23 

Occasional loss of a letter sent along a side or across a diagonal 
of the ugly trapezoid of communication marked from London to 
Liverpool to Dumfries to Edinburgh to London does result in enig
mas like 'Song of the Dying,'24 but usually substance of the lost 
letter is to be picked up in an extant letter or two which relate. 
Thus one can know rather well what went on during the period 
May-August, 1797. 

At the beginning of this period Cunningham tried to shake him
self free of all responsibility for the new edition. Noting that Currie 
wished to set about printing immediately, Cunningham observed: 

I wish he would immediately fix on some Edinburgh Book
seller to take the charge of Subscriptions and Paragraphs, and 
I could wish our Friend Elphinstone Balfour were the man. 
I am sure he will behave very Correctly and honourably in the 

22B.C., XIV (1939), 77-8; letter dated 3 May, 1797. 
23 Op. cit., p. 78. 
24 See, for example, B.C., XXIX (1920). In a letter to Currie franked 

'Wimborne, 14th June, 1797. H. Bankes,' Maria merely refers to the song 
as mentioned by Currie in his latest letter which is untraced today. Other 
puzzles arise from a second letter, Maria to Currie, on the same day. 
What verses did she scrawl out and enclose for Currie? Who is the 'lady 
in Scotland' (?Mrs. Fullarton) and what her 'recommendatory' poem 
which Maria lends Currie 'by stealth'? . 
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business, and it is hard to task me any more with Newsmen.25 
Probably Currie as well as Syme protested so emphatically that Cun
ningham decided first to remain one of the triumvirate and then to 
lose no more time in setting about what had been given him to 
accomplish. 

His earliest task was that of bringing together more of the Burns 
papers. So he arranged with the Edinburgh Evening Courant about 
the following advertisement which appeared on 11 May 1797: 

Preparing for the Press, And speedily will be published, for 
the Benefit of the Family of the Author, THE POSTHUMOUS WORKS 

of ROBERT BURNS, Consisting of Letters and Poems. 
***It is requested of any person who is in possession of any 

unpublished Poems or Letters of Mr. Burns that they will 
forward them, or faithful copies, to John Syme, Esq. of Ryedale, 
Dumfries, or Alexander Cunningham, writer, No. 37 George
street, Edinburgh.26 

A second concern was for the Burns-Thomson correspondence. 
On the fifth of May Cunningham reminded Thomson of what 
Syme and Currie expected and then got off a letter to Syme 
enclosing, it seems, Thomson's explicit statement about 'his corres
pondence with the Bard and MSS. Songs.'27 Obviously Thomson 
wished to comply, for Syme found his dispositions 'liberal and 
ready.'28 Even though readers might hold Thomson's letters to 
Burns 'dead small beer draughts' as compared to Burns's 'quaffs of 
sparkling champaigne,' Syme believed Currie's publication would be 
'meagre and defective' without them. By the second of July he had 
received another 'admirable' letter from Thomson, but not the 
packet containing the correspondence with Burns.29 Pleased with 
Thomson, Syme wondered what could be done next with the 
intractable James Johnson who, apparently, not only was insisting 
on keeping those songs which Burns had sent him, but also was 
brandishing a letter from the poet which granted him rights to them. 
As Syme wrote Cunningham: 

25 B.C., XIV (1939), 79; a letter to SymedatedS May, 1797. Elphinstone 
Balfour ('l-1831) was, indeed, an Edinburgh bookseller. He and Currie 
as contemporaries at the University had been fellow members of the 
Speculative Society. 

26 Op. cit., p. 85. 
21 Op. cit., p. 79. Thomson's statement, a letter to be forwarded Syme, 

is untraced. 
28 Op. cit., p. 79; Syme to Cunningham, 9 May, 1797. 
29 Op. cit., p. 80; Syme to Cunningham, 2 July, 1797. 
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As to that w[retc]h Johnston. I hope the intrinsic qualities 
of his Musical Museum will administer the cure. That horrid 
letter of the Bard's to him is the only Bulwark that opposes our 
hostility-yet I should think some paragraph in some future 
advertisement might be pointed against the wretch.30 

Here Cunningham's hands seem to have been tied. Furthermore, 
until Syme sent to Edinburgh the painting of Burns in possession 
of the widow ('The Alexander Nasmyth Head-Size Portrait'), 
Cunningham could not take advantage of Beugo's generous offer 
to make an engraving from it. 

On at least one point Cunningham had his own way: he would not 
go to Liverpool. Syme had advanced this possibility in mid-April: 

Pray what do you say or think about going to Liverpool this 
Summer in consequence of Dr. Currie's request'? I could find a 
neat opportunity of getting over in one of the nice packets from 
Kirkcudbright, which goes weekly with the fine Salmon caught 
there. We can run over in ten or 8 hours-a neat clean ship
and we can run back again in the same way. The expence carry
ing our baggage etc. would not be a guinea. The month of 
July would suit me. I own I should like the trip vastly with you, 
and I anticipate great gratification we should enjoy with Currie, 
Roscoe, etc.31 

This invitation was repeated in early May. Cunningham's answer 
•damped' Syme's expectations: 

..• about accompanying you to Liverpool in July. I am sorry 
to add that this proposition does not lye within the chapter of 
possibilities. It would have gratified both my Vanity and 
inclination to have accompanied you thither, and I well know 
the extreme pleasure I would have enjoyed in Meeting with my 
Friend Dr. Currie, and I must confess to you it would have 
contributed not a little to that felicity to have paid my 
respects to Dr. Maxwell en passant. The truth is, I leave Town 
little . . . but above all, when you are going where the deuce 
was the use for me'? You and Currie will cone over the MSS., 
and it certainly will appear a most delightful and entertaining 
work.32 

Maria was one of those who doubted that even Syme would 
travel to Merseyside. As a likely alternate, she hinted at Gilbert 

30 Op. cit., p. 80; letter dated 9 May, 1797. 
31 B.C., XIII (1938), S0-1; Jetter dated 17 Apr. 1797. 
32 B.C., XIV (1939), 79; letter dated S May, 1797. 
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when she wrote Currie in mid-June: 
Pray do not depend too much on Syme's coming to Liverpool; 
with an the bon coeur and bonne volonte in the world, you know 
him to be 'a little mutabilities and variations,' as Capt. Flellen 
says, and his time is not always his own. I wish you could 
see G. Bums; he reminded me of our Bard in voice, and even 
in the sentiments it conveyed, so much so that his converse 
was, at the juncture I happened to partake of it, absolutely 
painful to me.33 

Notwithstanding Maria's doubt, Syme promised himself in early 
June to take serious steps 'for arranging matters and fixing my 
jaunt to Liverpool'; but the necessity of his having to wait upon 
Gilbert as Cunningham's replacement caused him to miss a July 
boat which, in turn, Jed to further postponement. 

Currie could be impatient with Syme for his delay and with 
Maria for the 'petitionary vehemence' of her letter pleading that 
he got started; towards midsummer he came upon a more serious 
reason to chafe. Picking up a copy of Tlze Monthly Magazine and 
British Register for which his friend Dr. John Aikin was literary 
editor, he found a longish article titled 'Original Memoirs of the 
Late Robert Burns' signed 'H' and dated June 1797.34 Maria's 
'Candidior' for the Dumfries Journal of almost a year before had 
been one thing: a few copies, narrowly distributed; an intended 
tribute, but a declaration of frailties put into Currie's hands to do 
with almost as he chose. But the observations of 'H' were something 
else. Currie thought them 'very correct,' 'very circumstantial,' and 
containing 'almost every thing that can be said.'35 Not a surprise 
from one who himself was awakening to how much he had to learn 
about Burns and to how much he wished he were able to forget. 
Not a surprise from one who had just caught himself anticipated 
on such subjects as the Scottish parish-school system and the 
character of the Scottish peasantry. Even as he identified the author 
as Robert Heron (1764-1807), Currie must have understood that this 
new memoir would be the most widely known characterisation 
until the day he published his own biography. At any rate, he was 
soon to know that many a Scotsman considered Heron very dis-

33 B.C., XXIX (1920), 117. 
34 The Heron Memoir, III. 213-16 and 552-62. This memoir was repub

lished in the Edinburgh Magazine. or Literary Miscellany (1797), in the 
Philadelphia Monthly Magazine (1798}. and as A Memoir of the Life of tlze 
Late Robert Burns (Edinburgh 1797). 

35 W. W.C., I. 291; letter of Currie to Syme dated 11 Aug. 1797. 
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agreeable, conceited and ignorant and reckoned his memoir 'an 
injudicious and extravagant performance, written to display the 
author's talents in panegyric, invective, and criticism. '36 This 
Robert Heron, then, was the Kelton schoolmaster turned assistant 
to Dr. Blacklock and Hugh Blair, the one of whom Burns bad 
spoken in his 'Epistle to Dr. Blacklock,' the cleric who had promised 
to bear a letter to the doctor and bad forgotten: 

But aiblins, honest Master Heron 
Had, at the time, some dainty fair one 
To ware his theologic care on 

And holy study; 
And tired o' sauls to waste his lear on, 

E'en tried the body. 
Heron's memoir represented the very thing Currie most feared: 
that somebody who had reason to be irked with Burns would break 
out in good black print on the themes of alcoholism and debauchery. 
Now here it was for everybody to read: 'ardent lover,' 'satire and 
scandal,' 'deeply habitual dissipation,' 'to repair by marriage the 
injury of love,' 'obscentiy and ridicule,' 'temptation to drunken 
excess,' 'never loved labour,' 'gross and vulgar society,' 'spurned 
all controul,' 'gloomily sarcastic,' 'errors of moral conduct,' 'long· 
continued intemperance,' 'misantbropical malignity,' 'votaries of 
intemperate joys,' 'allurements of venal beauty,' 'dead drunk as 
ever SILENUS,' 'excited to look upon the rich and great ••• with an 
emotion between envy and contempt,' 'in the tavern, in the brothel, 
on the lap of the woman of pleasure.' Even when acknowledging 
Bums's merits as comprehension of mind, ardour, native strength, 
delicacy of feelings, quick and correct discernment of right and 
wrong and truth and falsehood, Heron was to end with the faint 
praise of 'lofty-minded CoNSCIOUSNESS of his own TALENTS and 
MERITS.'37 

It may be that the choice of James Currie over such a person as 
Robert Heron is to be made no clearer than by returning to the 
doctor's notebook for those thoughts entered even while Heron 
was phrasing his diatribe. Drawing from his knowledge of the song-

36 J.C.E., 'Letters from Dr. Robert Anderson to Dr. James Currie, 
1799-1801,' in B. C., XXXIV (1925), 11-12; letter from Anderson to Currie 
dated 28 Sep. 1799. 

37 All of these phrases are to be found passim in A Memoir of The Life 
of The Late Robert Burns Written by R. Heron, Edinburgh 1797, where it 
appears as an appendix to Hans Hecht's Robert Burns, London 1950, 
pp. 257-82. 
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birds of Virginia and Scotland, Currie gropes for an analogy: 
The birds of the torrid zone are adorned with the most beautiful 
plumage, but are denied that variety of notes & melody of sound 
which delight the ear. The Birds of the northern climates are 
more homely in their garb, but have voices of greater compass 
& more melodious. 

May not this be said of the poets of the South & North? 
It may illustrate at any rate the effects of prosperity & adver· 

sity on the talents.38 
Still unsatisfied, Currie continues to contemp1ate until he has 
directed his mind to the heart of the affair: 

Compare the original Genius to Schiller, swift-footed graceful 
easy & of pre-eminent strength-The more laborious and 
vigourous to the strong but heavy Ajax. Of the lst Class 
Homer, Livy, Hume, Shakespeare, Burns Of the 2d Tacitus, 
Johnson, &ea. Garrick Kemble. 
Devolves the temperament of men-of-Genius:......the tempera
ment of Burns. But in the established creeds &ea this principle 
finds no resting Place-The dove of Noah-39 

State University of New York, College at New Paltz. 

38 Currie Notebook, p. S. 
39 Op. cit., pp. S.[6]. 



THE HADDIN LICHT 

The drizzle dreich cums doon the glen, 
An' weary mirk soops owre the howe, 
Dowf wi' the darg, an' a' its fen, 
My hert dreams o' the ingle-lowe •.. 

In a' the war!' there's no' a sicht 
Mair canty nor the haddin licht! 

Noo quate's the reidstart's tumblin' craik, 
The croodlin' cushat nestit tae, 
As I gae by the bowt auld aik, 
An' tak the gait the owsen gae ••. 

In a' the war!' there's no' a sicht 
Mair canty nor the haddin licht! 

I speel the soughin' timmer rig, 
Wi' eerie wulfire shud'rin' roun', 
Syne owre the humpy-backit brig 
Whaur heich's the burnlie birlin' doon ••• 

In a' the warl' there's no' a sicht 
Mair canty nor the haddin licht! 

Sae, haudin' by the stany dyke, 
Whaur cairts hae pleugh'd the drookit yird, 
Belyve inbye oor hallan ryke, 
An' lea nicht tae the bauckie-bird! 

In a' the warl' there's no' a sicht 
Mair canty nor the haddin licht ! 

My couthie wifie, rantin' weans 
Maun aye hae bield baith bien an' snug; 
I'se dree the blast wi' chitt'rin' banes 
Tae win them tozie chimla-lug! 

In a' the warl' there's no' a sicht 
Mair canty nor the haddin licht ! 

Sune noo i' duddies dry I'se sup 
On sowans, kail, or gowden brose, 
Awhile my auld cley pipe licht up, 
Wi' hert's content the day tae close ... 

In a' the warl' there's no' a sicht 
Mair canty nor the haddin licht ! 

(falling note) 

(turf seat reach) 
(bat) 

(warm and rosy) 

C. M. MACASKILL 

i 
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ROBERT BURNS. THE MAN AND ms WORK 
by HANS HECHT 

A RB-APPRAISAL 

The troubled history of the twentieth century is interwoven with the 
fate of this biography. The research for it was done originally 
before the First World War. It was published in Germany in 1919. 
In 1936, it was translated into English by Mrs. Burgoyne (then Jane 
Lymburn) who by a happy chance was not only an expert linguist 
but also a Burns scholar. Professor Hecht took the opportunity to 
bring his biography up-to-date, in the light of the most recent 
researches. By that time he had been forced to resign his post in 
Germany because he was an anti-Nazi. The printed sheets were 
destroyed in a German air-raid on London. Hans Hecht was him
self killed during a British air-raid on Berlin. 

This reprint was first spoken of as a compliment to Mrs. Burgoyne, 
then President of the Burns Federation. It came into being as a 
photographed reprint of the re-set edition of 1950, at the request of 
the London branch of the Library Association, prompted by the 
enthusiasm of the Federation Secretary, Mr. Jock Thomson. It 
is in three parts; Ayrshire, Edinburgh, Dumfriesshire; has Pro
fessor Hecht's introduction of 1935, and has a foreword by the late 
Sir P. J. Dollan, a well-known Glasgow publicist who was an ex
president of the Burns Federation. Hans Hecht also included R. 
Heron's notorious memoir, which wasn't so readily accessible to 
Burnsians in 1936 as it has been since the bi-centenary publications 
in 1959. 

The Burns Chronicle of 1937 reviews the first edition of Hans 
Hecht's translated biography. It is a very careful notice, restrained 
in tone, and critical only on the point that Hecht does not conclude 
with a final verdict on Burns. Praise is given to the chapters on the 
Kilmarnock Edition and on 'Burns as a song-writer,' and satisfaction 
is expressed that Bums's calumniators have been dealt with coolly 
and precisely. 

Now, thirty-five years later, perhaps it is time to have another look 
at the biography, of which Hecht said in his introduction 'The 
foreigner's privilege consists in his greater distance from the subject. 
Between him and it there lies an open space. His vision is perhaps 
less acute, but it is also less biassed.' If we accept this as true, it may 
explain why the best biographies and appreciations have been written 
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by those furth of Scotland. Unlike some later biographers, while 
he analyses the content of the poems he likes, he does not 
necessarily launch into critical appreciation. But there is ample 
evidence that he steeped himself in his subject, knew the poems and 
letters thoroughly: he quotes with an aptness which shows that he 
appreciated and understood the Scottish tongue. It is a fact that 
Scots and Germans have points in common linguistically, but there 
the resemblance ends, except when some lyricist like Heine emerges. 
An additional merit of Hecht is that he describes conditions, social 
and political, of the Scotland of the time, which gives a sharper 
point to an appreciation of the poems and explains how events 
coloured the poet's life. 

The biographer must have been impressed by the beauties of an 
Ayrshire landscape which he saw at first hand. He rhapsodises in a 
way foreign to us who live in it when he writes, 'Serene and lofty 
Heaven's great vault extends, impressive alike in the glare of un
dimmed sunshine or when the winds rise and drive the clouds 
before them in ever-changing masses, sending cold showers of rain 
scudding across the open country'. At the same time he is sharp 
enough in his appreciation of the formative influences on the poet, 
Burns's father, the tutor Murdoch, and the young man's endeavours 
to break free of parental disciplines at Tarbolton and Irvine. 

'It was at Mossgiel that the flood tide of Bums's genius burst its 
bounds and began to sweep irresistibly onward.' This first sentence 
is the motif for all that follows on Mossgiel and Mauchline and the 
biographer repeats it several times-'it was Mauchline that decided 
his destiny'. Hecht describes the town, quotes from the first Statis
tical Account something of its social life (contributed by Daddy 
Auld), gives a very clear account of the controversy between Auld 
Licht and New Licht into which the young poet entered with relish, 
and shows the essential differences between Fergusson's 'Leith 
Races' and Bums's great period poem, 'The Holy Fair'. He calls 
this period 'these joyous and exuberant years,' gives a very fair
minded account of the Mary Campbell story with all its conjectures 
and concludes, 'the star that ruled the hour was named Jean, not 
Mary'. 

In an analysis of the Kilmarnock Edition, Hecht points out that, 
out of regard for the proprieties, the extremes like 'Holy Willie' and 
'The Jolly Beggars' are not included. He goes on to consider the 
question of the order of the poems and declares that there is little 
evidence of any fixed principle in their arrangement, beyond putting 

-
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'The Cotter's Saturday Night' and 'The Death and Dying Words of 
Poor Mailie' at its apex. (The question of the arrangement has been 
argued since, in The Chronicle and elsewhere.) He goes on to con
sider the debt which Burns owed to Ramsay, to Fergusson (which the 
poet gladly acknowledged) and to Hamilton for the fonnat of the 
Epistles. To the forms and verse-structure, says Hecht, Burns was 
not only the heir, but the finisher and crowning glory. He compares 
the spirit of the volume with the work of Germanic writers whose 
aim was to describe country life, but makes it clear that Bums's 
personality permeates the whole, and universalises the homely. 

With the Edinburgh episode, Hecht begins Part Two of his 
biography. He describes the city and its social life, but probably 
does not do enough justice to the clash of intellect which made 
18th century Edinburgh one of the most admired cities in Europe. 
His research is sound, his list of notabilities that Burns mixed with, 
complete. He emphasises that the additional poems of the Edin
burgh Edition were in the main those which belonged to the great 
creative years of 1785-6. Edinburgh 'evoked neither poetic achieve
ment nor-any kind of literary plan for the future'. But Burns 
could never have been a poet of the city. He required his own milieu, 
where he could write from the heart. However, in Edinburgh the 
poet met James Johnson and the seeds were sown for a different 
harvest of his genius. Of the Clarinda story Hecht says, 'It seems 
certain that the whole experience meant more to Mrs. Lehose than 
it did to Burns'. With that sentiment we concur. It was well for 
everyone concerned that there was Jean to go back to. 

The narrative on Ellisland is thorough and perhaps over-elaborate. 
The farm and its work, the poet as exciseman, the political scene, 
the letters to Mrs. Dunlop, the 'hundred different Poetic plans,' the 
intention to write a play, all is recorded. Considerable space is 
accorded to the making of 'Tam o' Shanter', and Hecht's reaction 
to that masterpiece is that 'a vein of gold had been struck, and with 
fruitless regret one reflects on the value of the treasures which Burns 
might have dug from it'. 

The two final chapters in the book are best. They are on Bums as 
a song-writer, and on 'Dumfries, the End'. Best, because in the 
forty pages on the poet as songwriter, Hans Hecht has added 
enthusiasm to a skilful assembly of facts and historical background. 
Best, because in the analyses of the poet's life in Dumfries, there is 
no whitewash of Bums's impulsive actions, but they are seen in the 
context of the times. And there is praise for the poet's stubborn 
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defence of what he believed in, in spite of the obvious dangers to 
employment and family-and reputation. But first let us examine 
the chapter on the poet as a songwriter. Hecht places fairly and 
squarely in the forefront, Burns's wish to create a new folk-song 
for Scotland 'to put into the mouths of his countrymen words suited 
to the great stock of old tunes which they sang and to which they 
danced.' Hecht shows that there are three groups of song-the 
first the Ayrshire group till 1786, the second due to his connection 
with 'the Scots Musical Museum,' and the third due to his association 
in Thomson's rival venture from 1792. He quotes Burns's attitude 
to Scottish folk-song as set forth in the Mossgiel Common-place 
Book, which establishes the fact that the poet had already at that 
time in his mind vezy fixed principles; 'to south the tune, as our 
Scotch phrase is, over and over, is the readiest way to catch the 
inspiration'. So Burns had vezy clear views on what had to be done 
for Scottish song before he arrived in Edinburgh. No doubt the 
meeting with Johnson the engraver gave Burns the necessazy impetus 
that had previously been lacking. In this partnership Burns was 
dominant: he never discussed contributions with him as he was to 
do later with Thomson. The poet's contribution to Scottish song, 
and the extent of his knowledge of his subject (of which he was very 
proud) is given ample tribute by Hecht who feels that the poet's 
gift has not always been fu1ly recognised. And he quotes evidence 
that Burns, only two months before he died, was planning a collec
tion which would be a revision of all his work done on Scottish song, 
so that a cheap edition could be published 'lest I be blamed for 
trash I never saw'. Finally, Hecht points out that too often it has 
been said that Burns in his last ten years, wrote nothing of import 
ance-with the exception of Tam o' Shanter, when in fact 'the 
complete treasuzy of Scottish songs had passed through his mind and 
been stamped with his personality'. This is admirable. 

In the final chapter on Dumfries, Hecht is at pains to correct the 
impression given by other biographers, that this was a period of 
decadence. He points out that Dumfries was at this time a 
congenial environment for the poet. The friendship with the Rid
dells (until unfortunately interrupted) the good reports from Find
later on his excise work; the Rector of Dumfries Academy's letter 
on Burns's care for the education of his children; the poet's demo
cratic attitude in a troubled period of histozy of Western Europe, and 
the consequent troubles with authority when he expressed his views 
with his customazy outspokenness-no room for decadence here! 

'I 
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Hecht goes on to relate the writing of 'Scots Wha Hae' to Burns's 
sentiments in 1793, and the almost equally famous 'Is there for 
honest poverty' to Burns's confession of faith. But the lie direct to 
calumniators is surely the great mental effort required to maintain 
his contributions to the two great song collections ... 'A man of 
high purpose and mighty ideals; burning but not burnt-out, when 
his body, falling a prey to a grave malady, left him in the lurch! 

No one would claim that, stylistically, this is a great work. Yet 
one has to remember that this biographer, a German, had to work 
against the disadvantage of not knowing the country, its dialect, or 
the feeling of its people. That Hans Hecht overcame these difficul
ties, and went on, aided by an excellent translator, to write such a 
dear-headed and fair Biography, is a mark of greatness. No future 
biographer can ignore Hans Hecht. Indeed, all biographers since 
have paid tribute to him. One thing is certain, after Hecht's Bio
graphy, it would be a very ignorant commentator who would put 
any emphasis on the dross in Burns's personality. In fact, Hecht's 
Biography is a tribute to genius. 

ALEX. MACMILLAN 

_ _J 



OUR MAN IN JAPAN 

TOSHIO NAMBA, 
Professor in Nihon University; lecturer in Aoyamagamakuin 

University 
by JANE BURGOYNE 

The name of Toshio Namba first came to my notice in 1959, when 
I received two numbers of the Scoto-Japanese magazine, Caledonia. 

Though interested, I did not pursue the matter. Ten years later 
another copy arrived, with an article entitled 'On the Trend of the 
Study of Scottish Literature,' written by the professor in Japanese, 
the English title being added in ink. How frustrating not to be able 
to read the text! Familiar names of authors and books, printed in 
English characters, stood out amid the Japanese hieroglyphics but 
between me and the author's message there was a wall as impene
trable as the Iron Curtain. 

Meanwhile in 1965 Professor Namba appeared in Scotland to 
pursue his researches into the life and work of Robert Burns in 
particular and Scottish life and literature in general. My husband 
and I got in touch with him and he became a frequent visitor to our 
home, thereby greatly enriching our lives. We discussed language 
difficulties, read the poet's work, introduced friends who talked, sang 
and recited to him, and let him hear the Old Scots fiddle music. 
With his little tape-recorder and his camera always at the ready, 
he noted everything he heard and saw. When he visited Ayrshire 
Mr. John Gray became his guide, philosopher and friend, and has 
been his faithful correspondent ever since. At our musical evenings 
our guest willingly contributed songs of his own country, revealing 
a keen sense of comedy or, where necessary, of pathos. His favourite 
Scots song was 'Scots wha hae'. 

Recently he sent me a picture of himself in his lecture room, facing 
his class, one hand holding aloft a portrait of Burns, the other 
controlling his tape-recorder, while on the blackboard the words 
'Scotland,' 'St. Andrew,' 'haggis,' 'kilt,' 'sporran' showed what the 
lecture was all about. His interest is not confined to Burns. His 
publications include annotated texts from Ramsay, Keats, Carlyle, 
etc., and a comprehensive text-book of English conversation in 
daily life. His Burns books are delightful. They are attractively 
printed, with a few delicate illustrations and copious notes. Atten
tion is paid to grammar and syntax, and in some cases a phonetic 
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transcript of the Scots is given. The bibliography is exhaustive and 
up to date. 

This then is the visual impression. What we cannot judge is the 
quality of the translations. In the notes the.re are, not surprisingly, 
one or two slips, possibly printers' errors, and occasionally what the 
French call un coup de dictionnaire, where each individual word is 
correctly translated, yet the result is a near miss! Such things, 
however, scarcely affect the general excellence of the whole. 

Professor Namba's latest volume and his most ambitious is a 
handsome publication entitled Poetry of Robert Burns: Nature and 
Life, issued by Senjo & Co., Ltd., Tokyo. The frontispiece is a repro· 
duction of the Nasmyth portrait, with the quotation: •Don't be 
afraid. I'll be more respected a hundred years after I'm dead than 
I am at present'. The illustrations include the Cottage, a map of the 
Burns country supplied by Mr. John Gray, and pictures of the statues 
of Bruce and Ramsay. The poems are given in the original and in 
Japanese. It would have been interesting to see what the Professor 
made ofBums's masterly use of the Doric, or whether, like Professor 
Angellier, he gave up the attempt to translate the untranslatable. 

Professor Namba tells me that in 1969 he was put in charge of the 
Scottish section of a •massive series named "The English and Ameri· 
can Literary Calendar"': his notes dealt with Scottish specialities 
like the Burns Night, haggis, the pipes, etc. 

At the moment he is in charge of Scottish language contributions 
to the biggest English-Japanese Dictionary ever to be published 
in Japan. We know how keenly interested Japanese scholars have 
been in the Scottish National Dictionary. Some years ago I called 
at the Dictionary headquarters with a fellow-countryman of 
Professor Namba, Professor Giichiro Maejima of Tokyo University, 
whose first words to Mr. David Murison were: 'We in Tokyo have 
been wondering how your dictionary is getting on.' Japan's practical 
support has been greatly valued. Let me say in passing that Professor 
Maejima's own attractive volume of Burns translations is one of my 
treasures. 

In a copy of Caledonia I came across an interesting poem, written 
in Japanese, translated by G. S. Fraser. In 1959 the then ambassador 
to Britain, Mr. Nishi, visited Culloden Moor, and as he gazed on 
the battlefield was reminded of a similar tragedy in his own land. 
Dai Saigo, as romantic a figure in Japanese history as Bonnie 
Prince Charlie in ours, was defeated and slain at Castle Hill or 
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Siroyama. 'Lament on the old battle ground' is part Burns, part 
Nishi. I quote a few lines: 

'This ground, that year, the war-drums rolling; 
Many moss-covered tablets, clan-names in rows; 
Kinsfolk the blade laid low: sorrow is endless. 
Tears I shed here make me think of my own province. 
Drumossie moor, Drwnossie day, a waefu' day it was to me, 
And a sad day for Dai Saigo on the top of Castle Hill. 
Sad at Culloden, my heart is at Siroyama; 
Tears I shed here make me pine for my own province.' 

The sorrow of the human heart transcends all frontiers of time 
and space. 

Without a knowledge of Japanese one cannot write a critique of a 
Japanese work. This is merely an appreciation of the dedication 
which Professor Namba has brought to his Scottish studies, inter
preting Scotland, its people, and its literature to his fellow-country
men. Let him have the last word: 'Struggling student as I am, I 
will not quit the pen on Burns as long as I breathe.' 

Thank you, Toshio Namba. 

Ii ,, 



BRACKEN AND BRINE 

Oh tak' me tae the hill's, my love, 
Frae slimey sea-weed reek, 
Frae sauted hingin' haar, my love, 
An' smoutie chimney smeek. 

Oh tak' me tae the hills, my love, 
Awa' frae seagulls scriechs, 
T' breathe the caller air, my love, 
Beneath the purplin' peaks. 

Oh tak' me tae the hills, my love, 
Beside the bielded Ben 
Doun whaur the wimplin' waters rin 
A' thro' the leafy glen. 

Oh tak' me tae the hills, my love, 
Whaur scented pine-woods rise 
Abune the birk and bracken braes, 
And laigh the clachan lies. 

Yet I will gang wi' you my, love, 
Whaur e'er ye gar't t' be, 
For you mean mair t'me, my love, 
Than a' the hills and sea. 

Oor lives are link'd th'githir, love, 
As hills are tae the tide, 
We're bounded by the brine, my love, 
On each and ilka side. 

As life's great plan unfolds, my love, 
Contented I maun be, 
Tae leave the hills behind, my love, 
And bide beside the sea. 

IRIS WHITTAKER 



BOOK REVIEW 

THE UNQUIET TIDE: A. V. Stuart. Published by The Ramsay 
Head Press. Price: Boards 60p; Connoisseur edition £1 ·25. 

The work of Miss A. V. Stuart is already familiar to readers of the 
Burns Chronicle, through poems like 'Lintie in a Cage' and 'The 
Quiet Gentleman'. Like its predecessors (The Far Calling; The 
Dark Tarn; The Door Between) this little volume bears an 
evocative title, inviting the reader to look within. Both style and 
contents are simple, clear, sensitive and very personal. Not here the 
clarion call to battle for a great cause, but rather 'the horns of Elf
land faintly blowing,' bringing echoes of childhood, of fairytales 
and legends, of foreign travel and of the literature of many lands. 

'Genuine poetry,' said Matthew Arnold, 'is conceived and com
posed in the soul'. Miss Stuart's work has that quality. It is also 
very revealing. We follow her through the various stages of her 
education, from the quiet country schoolroom with its memories 
of the psalms of David and the green pastures, through the develop
ment of her reading powers to her mature thoughts on the teaching 
and training of the child-mind. Most of us have experienced her 
literary delights. For instance, the reference to the old poem where 
man and wolf sheltered together from the storm will waken many 
nostalgic memories. There are, however, more than superficial 
impressions here: her work is rich in imagery. The constant unrest 
of the tide, for instance, and the dark, sunless gorge of the thunder
ing linn are symbolic of the unquiet human heart and its moments 
of shattering grief. Indeed, symbols abound, none more beautiful 
than that of the unicorn, the fabled 'beast of God' and of the ancient 
tapestries, incarnation of purity. 

A word about the translations from French and German poetry. 
They all read well. 'Two Words' is very close to C. F. Meyer's 'The 
Pilgrim and the Saracen Maid,' while 'Conversation in a Wood' 
catches the mood ofEichendorfI's 'Lorelei,' that mysterious, lovely, 
cruel wood nymph, sister to the Rhine siren and the 'belle dame 
sans merci'. 'October Fantasy' from the French of Marie Noel has 
the pace and excitement of the storm wind, in contrast to the gentle 
cadence of Fernand Gregh's 'Summer Rain'. 

We know that Miss Stuart can write in Scots. This book is entirely 
in English. To quote her own words, she has succeeded in 'mixing 
words and phrases to get the right tone and shadow and tenderest 
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nuance• of all that life has laid before her. Much more might be 
said of these poems, each one of which I have read with pleasure, 
but I merely want to indicate the contents of a pleasing little volume 
by one to whom words are a delight, and whose mind in a material
istic world is constantly engaged in weaving poetic patterns. 

JANE BURGOYNE 



WILLIAM COULL ANDERSON 

A FAREWELL TRIBUTE BY CHARLES C. EASTON 

Although Mr. William Coull Anderson spent most of his adult life 
as an engineering consultant on the other side of the Atlantic, his 
native roots bound him closely with the fishing scene in the East of 
Scotland and the coast of Angus in particular. Many of his fore
bears, going back a generation or two, were fishermen who had plied 
their calling in the picturesque seafaring hamlets of Ferryden and 
Ethie Haven. 

His mother, a Burness, belonged to the former. Hence arose and 
continued all through his life that perfervid interest in the Burns 
family and in all things Burnsian. 

His father, however, was of the land, a builder in Arbroath, the 
town of which Coull Anderson himself was a native. He paid his 
biennial visits to Scotland, and ultimately set in motion the plans that 
were to develop there into what has become today an accomplished 
fact, the Genealogical Department of Arbroath Public Library. 

At Arbroath, on the evening of October 31, 1970, the old man 
gave a dinner to his cronies and associates in the genealogical pro
ject. It had been his wish that the chair should be taken that night 
by his senior trustee, Brigadier James A. Oliver, D.S.O., LL.D., 
head of a well-known Arbroath legal firm, but prior commitments 
precluded his attendance. 

His place was taken by the Town Clerk of Arbroath, who is also 
the secretary of the local Burns Club, Mr. R. Robertson. The com
pany came from a wide area-from Arbroath itself, Aberdeen, 
Dundee and more distantly Ayrshire which was represented by the 
hon. secretary and treasurer of the Bums Federation, Mr. John F. 
Thomson. 

A few days later, Mr. Coull Anderson left Arbroath for what was 
to be the last time. He had finally arrived back in St. Petersburg 
when, only a day or two later, he was found dead by his woman 
servant in his room. He had passed away while seated, and writing!, 
at his desk. 

Today in saluting his memory, we remember him for many things. 
Not least the memorial cairn at Clochnahill, and perhaps his crown
ing achievement in Bumsian organisation, the overseas pilgrimage 
in 1968. 

There had been no time for him to implement with his American 
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attorney the final arrangements for the Arbroath set-up. But 
before leaving Scotland, he had taken steps with his legal adviser to 
get the scheme off the ground. He had also named the person who 
was to take charge, Lawrence R. Burness, of Aberdeen, like Coull 
Anderson himself a direct descendant of the Mearns farming family 
from which Robert Burness was lineally sprung. 

So it has come to pass. In May, Mr. Burness, a Fellow both of 
the Royal Geographic Society and the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland, a Lieut-Commander in the last war in the Burma 
R.N.V.R., and now retired from business in Aberdeen, took up his 
new appointment. Arbroath Town Council readily provided the 
necessary office accommodation, and Mr. Burness is receiving 
valuable assistance from many local people, friends of W.C.A., 
among them another of his trustees, Mr. Norman Crawford, the 
former burgh librarian. 

On the cold spring afternoon of March 30, 1971, Coull Anderson's 
ashes were deposited in the family lair in the Arbroath Western 
Cemetery. 

Local mourners were headed by Brigadier Oliver. The Burns 
Federation was represented by the president, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, 
from Edinburgh; honorary president, ex-Bailie John Gray, from 
Ayr, and by the junior vice-president, Mr. Charles C. Easton, 
Aberdeen, and Mrs. Easton. Arbroath Town Council paid its 
tribute through Provost Robert R. Spink, O.B.E., and Mr. Robert
son, town clerk; while the local Burns Club, of which W.C.A. 
was an honorary president (as he was, too, of the Burns Federation); 
had as its representatives several senior office-bearers, including 
Mr. Tom Mann and Mr. John Bryce. 

Other mourners were Mr. Burness and Mr. Norman Crawford; 
and the service, short and simple, was conducted by local minister, 
Rev. Kenneth Macmillan, of St. Columba's Church. 



BURNS SERMON 

SERMON preached in The Old Parish Church of Arbroath by the 
Minister, the Revd. T. Gemmell Campbell, M.A., F.S.A.Scot., on 
Sunday, 13th September, 1970, at a Service of Public Worship 
attended by Delegates to TuE ANNUAL CoNFERENCE OF THE BURNS 

FEDERATION. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the American poet and thinker, says in his 
essay on Montaigne: 'The lesson of life is to believe what the years 
and the centuries say against the hours'. 

More than two centuries have passed since: 
'a blast o' Janwar win' 
Blew hansel in on Robin.' 

And as the years themselves roll by they teach us in their flight 
that our National Bard was 'not for an age but for all time'. And 
today, one hundred and seventy-four years after his death, his name 
is as fresh as the dewdrop that quivers on the bluebell of Scotland 
or as the morning light which strikes across the fields where once he 
sang. 

If we neglect Burns, we neglect Scotland. 
If we neglect Burns, we neglect, in the words of our own Sir 

Walter Scott, 'the most poetical genius of my time'. 
If we neglect Burns, we neglect, in Carlyle's grand phrase, 'the 

most gifted British soul we had in all that century of his'. 
If we neglect Burns, we neglect the purest spring of our patriotic 

sense. 
How easy to say: 'I love Scotland'. But the unspeakable element 

within us is something more. It took Burns to write:-
'O Scotia! my dear, my native soill' 

How easy to say: 'Wife, I love thee'. But only Bums could sing: 
'She's a winsome wee thing'. 

How easy to declare in cold, callous, matter-of-fact tones: 'They 
broke off their engagement,' but it took Burns to write: 

'Ae fond kiss and then we sever 
Ae fareweel, alas! for ever! 
Had we never lov'd sae kindly, 
Had we never lov'd sae blindly, 
Never met-or never parted, 
We had ne'er been broken-hearted.' 

One question, at least, concerning Robert Bums, is relevant to 
the hour we live in and the future, too. And it is this: what is his 
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immortality? In what respect is Burns immortal? 
Not in the fiesh that longsince has mingled with the dust. 
Not in the powerful passions that surged through his troubled 

life. 

Not in the human frailties that at times humbled his aspiring 
soul. 

His immortality belongs to the realm of the spirit-the messages 
of good fellowship, sound advice and lofty inspiration that defy 
the ravages of time and are as relevant for us today as they were 
for the hour in which he first spoke them. 

I neither apologise for my admiration of Burns, nor do I seek 
to excuse his human frailties. 

We cannot condone the act of a king who sent a soldier into the 
forefront of battle in order that he might possess his wife; but this 
world would be poor indeed were it to forget the songs of David, 
the sweet singer of Israel. 

We cannot condone the act of the disciple, who with oaths and 
curses, denied his Lord, even in the shadow of the Cross, but we 
will never forget Peter's ringing message at Pentecost or his martyr's 
death at Rome. 

On this matter let us listen to those two eminent judges of the 
human heart-Thomas Carlyle and Robert Louis Stevenson. 

'Mr. Carlyle,' said Stevenson, 'made an inimitable bust of the 
poet's head in gold; may I not be forgiven if my business 
should have more to do with the feet, which were of clay?' 

We accept Carlyle's head of gold; we accept Stevenson's feet of 
clay. We are grateful to the calm sobriety and love with which those 
hands have moulded them. And confronting the figure which they 
reveal, we do not excuse him, we look up towards him and we say: 
Pass on with all thy stains. Thy soiled hands attract us not, nor the 
miry traces of thy feet, nor yet the sooty flames of half thy altar 
fires; but thou pullest our very hearts out of us, and our hearts 
are thine in thrall for ever and for ever. 

And Carlyle has this to say: 'Granted the ship comes into harbour 
with shrouds and tackle damaged, the pilot is blameworthy; he 
has not been all-wise and all-powerful; but to know how blame
worthy, tell us first whether his voyage has been round the world 
or only to Ramsgate and the Isle of Dogs.' 

So Carlyle, and Burns has a word with finality about it: 
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'Then gently scan your brither man, 
Still gentler, sister woman; 

Tho' they may gang a kennin wrang, 
To step aside is human: 

One point must still be greatly dark, 
The moving why they do it; 

And just as lamely can ye mark 
How far perhaps they rue it.' 

Who made the heart, 'tis He alone 
Decidedly can try us; 

He knows each chord, its various tone, 
Each spring, its various bias: 

Then at the balance let's be mute, 
We never can adjust it: 

What's done we partly may compute, 
But know not what's resisted.' 

59 

The immortality of Robert Burns, I repeat, belongs to the realm 
of the spirit and is enshrined in the timeless truths and memorable 
messages that fell from his lips and flowed from his pen. 

Let us then gather from the communion of this hour some of the 
lessons from the heart and soul of Robert Burns that are immortal. 
Let us gather from the garden of his spirit the flowers whose beauty 
never fades, the perfume whose sweetness never evaporates, the 
strength that ever remains a bulwark sure and steadfast. 

I. Burns has a message for the INDIVIDUAL. 

He proclaims the essential worth of the human spirit. 
'The rank is but the guinea stamp, 
The man's the gowd for a' that.' 

In the words of a former President-it does not matter whether 
you wear moleskin trousers or whether you wear a coronet on your 
head. The point is-are you a good man? Are you doing something 
to uplift your fellows? Are you doing something to make the 

world a more happy and beautiful place? 
These were the criteria by which Burns judged his fellows. 

He did not esteem them because they had wealth or because they 
had titles. These things did not make the pure gold of the guinea, 
they were but the mint mark upon it. It was the goodness, sym
pathy, gentleness and compassion in a human being that mattered, 
whether he be Duke, Earl or even King. 

The honest, friendly, social, God-fearing man was Bums's ideal 
of the good citizen, the keystone of any society. He does the world's ) 
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work, fights the world's battles, and pays the world's not incon· 
siderable debts. 

And only as we recognise the essential worth of the human spirit, 
first taught to the world, two thousand years ago by Christ; only 
as we recognise that the one true basis of human brotherhood is the 
Fatherhood of God; then, and only then, will the poet's dream of 
'the Parliament of man, the federation of the world,' be realised. 

'A prince can make a belted knight, 
A marquis, duke, and a' that, 

But an honest man's aboon his might, 
Guid faith he rnauna fa' that! 

• • • • 
Then let us pray that come it may

As come it will for a' that-

* "' "' 
That man to man the world o'er 

Shall brithers be for a' that.' 

II. Burns has a message for the NATION. 
He proclaims that the true glory and greatness of a nation lies 

in the homes of its people. 
'To mak a happy fireside clime 

To weans and wife, 
That's the true pathos and sublime 

Of human life.' 
The immortal lines of 'The Cotter's Saturday Night' enshrines 

for us the ideal home as Bums conceived it, the home founded on 
the Christian faith. 

'The sire turns o'er with patriarchal grace, 
The big ha' Bible ance his father's pride; •.• 
He wales a portion with judicious care; 
And 'Let us worship God!' he says, with solemn air ... 
Then kneeling down, to Heaven's Eternal King! 
The saint, the father, and the husband prays.' 

Granted such exercises have not always been as inspiring as they 
might have been; nevertheless, they wove religion into the warp and 
woof of daily living and their total effect across the years has been 
mighty in the moulding of character and in the shaping of human 
destiny. 

It is in the home that the foundations are laid. It is in the home 
that a faith is lived out. How can teachers, however sincere, per· 
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suade children that Christianity is a way of life, if they do not see 
their parents walking in it? Are. your children learning to pray? 
Is the focus of the fellowship a family altar? Has the Bible its due 
place? 

The tragedy of our times is that so many homes in our land are 
being built on the precarious foundations of crass materialism, of 
neo-paganism, with no conscious background of God, with no 
recognition that life's basic realities are spiritual. 

The highest tribute, therefore, that we can pay to him who gave 
us that scene from which 'Old Scotia's grandeur springs' is to repro
duce in our own homes the simple faith and true affection enshrined 
in 'The Cotter's Saturday Night'. And if we do, what then'? 

'A virtuous populace may rise the while, 
And stand a wall of fire 
Around their much loved isle.' 

III. ·Burns has a message for the WORLD. 
He proclaims the priceless boon of freedom. When Burns was 

a boy someone lent him Barbour's Life of Robert Bruce. That 
rhyming chronicle contains possibly the finest apostrophe to free
dom ever written: 

'A! freedome is a nobil thing; 
Freedome mayss man to haiff liking. 
Freedome all solace to man giffs 
He levys at ease that frely levys.' 

At that fire Burns lit the torch of his undying love of freedom. 
This love of freedom characterises all his great poetry and most of 
his wonderful songs. Indeed 'Scots wha hae' is the battle song of 
free man, everywhere, and in every age. Indeed, to oppression in 
whatever form, Burns set his face like a flint. 

Surely, I say, it is not without significance that the Burns Federa
tion should have chosen Arbroath as the venue for its Annual 
Conference in this memorable year of Anniversary. For it was here 
in the very Royal and very ancient Burgh of Aberbrothock, and 
amid the majesty and magnificance of its venerable Abbey that there 
was sealed on the 6th April, 1320, 'The Declaration of Arbroath'. 
In the words of Sir Henry James, 'the finest declaration of independ
ence that real history has to show'. Listen again to those immortal 
words: 'We fight not for glory nor for wealth, nor honours; but 
only and alone we fight for freedom which no good man surrenders 
but with his life'. 
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No man endorsed these noble sentiments more sublimely than 
our National Bard. And for us who live in the freest country in 
the world, with a free Press, with the right to criticise and discuss 
things, to elect our own representatives, we do well to remember 
that freedom does not come out of the blue, it is something which 
has been fought and won for us, slowly, and at great cost. 

'We will drain our dearest veins 
But they shall be free.' 

To you, today, from fallen hands, Burns throws this triple torch 
of timeless truth, be yours, to hold it high. 



AUGUSTE ANGELLIER 

FOURTH TRANSLATED PASSAGE FROM HIS WORK ON BURNS by 
JANE BURGOYNE 

HUMAN LIFE IN BURNS 

The first thing that strikes one on reading Burns is a feeling of 
vigorous, crowded, almost turbulent life,· because of the noise and 
movement in the poems. When one looks closer and analyses one's 
reading, this feeling increases. The subjects are all furnished by 
reality. They preserve the recent emotion: they are still stirred by 
it, are still vibrating with it. They deal almost always with themes 
full of animation: meetings, preachings, quarrels, horse-rides, rustic 
feasts, fairs and occupations, with people talking, singing, and 
gesticulating. They are, moreover, always treated in action and 
dramatised. But that is only a small part of their vitality. From all 
sides, through all the cracks, the facts of real life penetrate into them. 
Within these subjects, already so alive, there are many little scenes 
of activity, of work and of noise, where men toil, play, fight and 
behave in a thousand ways. His poems are never idle. They have 
not a moment's rest. 

We may take one at random. The subject is Scotch barley, father 
of beer and whisky and of the juice which fills the glasses and jugs. 
From the beginning we have a series of pictures following and jost· 
ling each other. Barley is the king of grain! It glides through 
'wimplin' worms' or, richly brown, reams over in glorious foam. 
It feeds Scotland. Behold it in the form of'supple scones,' or thrown 
into hot water, 'tumblin' in the boilin' flood wi' kail an' beef'. 
Without it, what would life be like? It would drag along heavily, 
pining and groaning; but its wheels, oiled by Scotch drink, glide, 
tum and roll as though rattling joyfully downhill. And at once life 
rushes into the subject from all sides! Scotch drink is the soul of 
public meetings, fairs and markets. Here are godly men besieging 
the tents where refreshments are being sold at the church door! 
Here are harvest-home festivals with their libations! Here New Year 
mornings with greetings and neighbourly toasts! The smith has had 
a drink: no mercy now for iron or steel! His brawny, bony arms 
swing the heavy hammer with 'sturdy wheel'. Block and anvil 
tremble and shudder with deafening clamour. That's nothing: 
here are gossips chattering round a new-born child; here neighbours 
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making up their quarrel with a dram! Each of these scenes moves, 
is full of action, is alive. The lines about the blacksmith echo and 
clang with metallic din. One would think one was passing the door 
of a smithy. If one wishes to appreciate the difference between a 
description made by a man of genius and one made by a man of 
talent one has only to compare Burns's smith with Longfellow's. 
All his poems are similarly made up of a procession of equally 
animated scenes. 

That is not all. In the intervals separating these little scenes there 
are metaphors, comparisons, figures of speech made up of the things 
of daily life, names of objects, technical terms, every-day actions. It 
is impossible to forget that one is in the midst of reality. Let us 
take an example at random. He wants to make one of the presbyter
ian elect say that the time of doubt is past and that of joy has arrived. 

Nae mair by Babel's streams we'll weep, 
to think upon our Zion; 
And hing our fiddles up to sleep, 
Like baby-clouts a-dryin'. 
Come, screw the pegs wi' tunefu' cheep, 
An' o'er the thairms be tryin'; 
Oh, rare! to see the elbucks wheep, 
An' a' like lamb-tails flyin' 

Fu' fast this day! 
(The Ordination) 

Anyone who has had the privilege of watching a flock of sheep 
from this angle will realise how accurate and amusing this simile is. 
Again, a woman holds up her mouth like an alms dish. A kiss 
smacks like a cadger's whip. In Hell, that dark cavern closed under 
hatches, the Devil splashes about the contents of his tub of brim
stone to scald poor damned wretches. The poet's aged horse walks 
clumsily, reeling like a salmon fishing boat. Finally the intervals, 
ever closer, are filled with words evoking ideas of movement, of 
crowds, of noise: fairs, markets, weddings, social evenings; with 
vocal sounds still charged with the life which they have just served; 
with familiar, expressive, every-day adjectives; with names of ob
jects, tools and games. The effect is of so much animated dust. 

The result is that his poetry stirs and, as it were, teems with life 
right to the very depths, for all these impressions mingle, accumu· 
late, run across each other. One cannot reproduce this effect better 
than by comparing it.to that which one gets on looking down on 
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running water filled with fish. In the stream one sees the most 
beautiful fish moving, then among them lesser ones, and down below 
still smaller ones which the eye can scarcely discern and which merely 
show that life goes right to the bottom. 

It must be said that Fate which was so harsh to him in so many 
respects seemed on this point intent on favouring his genius. It 
placed him in conditions such as it is not easy to imagine any better 
and its severity to him was in that straightway auspicious. Like a 
hard mistress it made life for him a continual lesson which it obliged 
him to learn. He was forced to live; his existence which was so varied 
and which, being always precarious, demanded constant attention, 
taught him much. He learned about things at first hand; he knew, 
by using them, objects and their lessons; work furnished him with 
more metaphors than did reading. As regards agriculture that is 
hardly surprising, but one remembers his sojourn in Irvine: that 
short apprenticeship too was not lost and the trade of flax-dresser 
left its traces in his work. One day when children are laughing at 
him he wishes that a heckling-comb were in their bottoms; at 
Ehisland he finds himself in a land unknown to prose and verse, 
'where words ne'er crost the Muse's heckle'. Later, he calls Resolu
tion or Resolve 'the stalk o' earl-hemp in man' (earl-hemp being the 
male stalk). On all sides, as a reward for his manual labour, he ob
tained some image or some idea. Beyond all doubt he owes many of 
his familiar similes, which are so apt and so new, to the fact that he 
handled so many tools; and his vocabulacy which is so expressive, 
so wide and so concrete, has to a great extent come from this contact 
with things. Where otherwise would he have found it? No author 
could have provided him with it. He himself derived it from the 
objects around him, and while earning his living he learned his 
language. 

Again, he had the advantage of being placed in an environment 
excellently suited to the study of mankind. One must not believe 
that large populous cities are as favourable to the formation of char
acters and their observation. There, individuals being more thrown 
together and more mixed, rub against each other more and are less 
original. Those who are disappear in the crowd and it is rather 
difficult to discover them. If one does get hold of them it is only 
at intervals, by fits and starts, according as chance brings them back 
into view for a moment. Finally, and this is a great disadvantage, . 
the 'originals' who do stand their ground strain under the effort, 
become exaggerated, turn into eccentrics, and furnish exceptions 
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rather than types. In the villages and little towns people keep their 
natural stamp and their rugged qualities much better. Above all, 
one knows them, sees them again, accompanies them in their life, 
and in their slightest actions; their peculiarities, their oddities, 
form a sequence, and from that sequence emerges a character. 
Faces become familiar, so that one can read on them the emotions 
which change their habitual expression. Better than anywhere else 
that is where one acquires the taste for and the habit of observation. 
It is in the fairs, the markets, the village shops that most of the true 
observers have got their education. That is where Bunyan studied 
nature; that Moliere, perhaps, gathered the best part of his know
ledge of the human mind. If Shakespeare was not entirely moulded 
in Stratford, he must have been in part when he left it. In the cities 
a stream of strangers surges round you and is too quickly renewed. 
They are more fitted for the study of the general aspects of human 
nature and the forming of moralists, than for the examination of 
individuals and the creation of artists. Burns in Mauchline with the 
two little towns of Ayr on one side and Kilmarnock on the other 
was well placed to study men. 

Lastly, he had the good fortune not to receive a literary education 
and in consequence not to have a literary ideal. The fact is that 
though this ideal may give exquisite, eloquent works, it is scarcely 
favourable to the production of an accurate, complete picture of 
human life. Indeed, idealisation in literature as in sculpture is 
achieved only by sacrificing individual, common features by means 
of a kind of generalisation. The search for sustained beauty and 
nobility in the art of writing leads to a general, abstract form. It 
substitutes ideas for facts and reflections for observation. It is thus 
led to present the development from within, and to put the logical 
sequence which is the natural development of abstract conceptions 
in place of the irregular and unforeseen procession of facts. It 
substitutes fine, oratorical order for the sudden starts and hazards 
of reality. Thus it ends in an internal and, in the last analysis, a 
quite personal operation; and the work which results from it is 
always a subjective work. That is why it is easier to know the per
sonality of an oratorical writer than that of a dramatic writer. 
After reading Milton one knows him; after reading Shakespeare 
one knows nothing about him. Does one not feel that it would be 
easier to give the formula for the mind of Corneille than for that of 
Moliere? This way of treating things may produce a very proud, a 
very noble art, like that of our 17th century. It is lofty but it is 
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limited. It is not in direct contact with life: it robs works of precision 
and variety. It knows only the summits, which are always narrow. 
With this ideal one may be a great orator, a great tragic poet, admir
able in noble situations, moral arguments, and general psychological 
analyses, but one cannot possibly be a very complete and very faith
ful painter of real life. The education which develops it in men's 
minds diminishes, in so far as it influences them, the power to 
seize life in the act. 

Literary discipline is, again, harmful and restrictive in that it 
hinders the writer from giving himself up without ulterior motive 
to the joy of simply reproducing what he sees. The thought of an 
ideal to be attained, of a perfection that cannot be achieved, upsets 
him, makes him anxious, worries him and constrains him. This 
irksomeness spoils what is natural, easy and familiar in the form, 
which takes on a perfection and a beauty by itself, independent of 
the things which it is describing, and by that again buys its loftiness 
at the cost of a little truth. Also, it is a remarkable fact that the great
est painters ofreality whom England has ever had-Chaucer, Shakes
peare, Bunyan, Dickens-are all men without education. Fielding 
alone is an exception, but he freed himself from it by living a full 
life and knocking about the world. In that he is like Cervantes and 
Moliere, two other great exhibitors of men, who never sought to 
achieve an act of literary perfection but of truth. 

It is scarcely necessary to insist on this fact that the literary ideal 
of the 18th century was particularly opposed, particularly fatal, to 
a sincere and complete representation of life. In England as in 
France it was an ideal of classical elegance. The taste for distin
guished things, a preference for general declamations and a 
polished style, dominated. The academic spirit ruled even more 
supreme there than in France. It had seized power more recently 
and was not yet showing the signs of fatigue of a long reign. The 
life of Burns coincides exactly with its most brilliant moment. Pope 
had died in 1744, scarcely fifteen years before Burns's birth. When 
the latter was born, Dr. Johnson, the personification of the classical 
style, was reaching the literary royal power which he was to wield 
over the last half of the century. When Burns died, the old 
doctor had been dead for twelve years, but almost all his friends were 
still alive and his prestige survived him. It was a dangerous period. 
And was not Johnson himself a striking example of the way in which 
a literary ideal can make a mind stilted and narrow? There was in 
him a rich fund of varied concrete observation, of humour, of sensi-
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bility and laughter, and yet he produced writings which with all 
their great merits are stiff, cold and vague. His work is far from 
equalling his mind, and he would be only a boring pedant if we did 
not hear him talking in the pages of Boswell. His conversation was 
better than his style. The two accounts of the same incidents com
pared by Macaulay in his essay on Boswell's Life of Johnson are an 
example of the way in which a preoccupation with literature can 
spoil one's impressions. The first is an excellent scene of precise 
and lively comedy, the other a page of artificial style. The few men 
of the l 8th century who truly touched life---Swift, Fielding, Smollett, 
Goldsmith-are erratic or unconventional. Nothing could be more 
opposed to the way in which Burns described life than the literary 
manners and customs of his time. 

There is no doubt that there might have been a danger for him in 
a too prolonged association with the taste of this period. One has 
only to see how much the man of letters appeared in him after his 
Edinburgh visit. From that time on his works contain imitations of 
Pope and Gray, insipid pieces, abstract, and from every point of 
view inferior to his original productions. Happily the contact 
was too short and he was fortunate enough to draw immediately 
from the fountain of the folk-songs. But one feels the danger very 
clearly. Moreover, one can see elsewhere how much the literary 
fashion would have influenced him. He had formed his epistolary 
style on the collections of 18th century letters. (Translator's note: 
Burns himself refers in his autobiographical Jetter to a 'collection 
of letters by the Wits of Queen Anne's reign'. Anne died in 1714). 
His correspondence, which is very remarkable as a literary effort 
and often very beautiful, is nevertheless very far from his poetry. 
One finds in it eloquent dissertations and sometimes touching 
personal revelations, but written in an abstract, oratorical and often 
declamatory style. His true, native qualities of observation, fun and 
naturalness do not appear in it. It is nothing but a work of pure 
literary effect. 

The same reasons safe-guarded his gaiety. Nothing is more harm
ful to simple, frank, broad laughter than the preoccupation with 
creating an ever-noble art. Nobility demands seriousness. Laughter 
is not aesthetic. Have not Teniers' merry, good-natured fellows been 
called grotesques? The periods dominated by an ideal of dignity 
and beauty remain serious. What became of the laughter in Le 
Menteur, or the charming laughter in Les Plaideurs, when Corneille 
and Racine dedicated themselves solely to tragedy? It died out in 
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them as an unused faculty. Have we lost nothing thereby? Was 
there not in those two men a comic force which was atrophied by 
the tendency towards an ever-imposing art? That something solemn, 
that decorous bearing, that sense of propriety which excludes the 
free-and-easiness of laughter, is almost as inevitable a result of liter
ary culture as the tendency to the abstract of which we spoke earlier. 
Grace, urbanity, the mild joke and the slight smile may feel at home 
in that atmosphere; hearty, noisy, vulgar laughter feels embarrassed 
there. 

Then again no moral judgment intervened to restrain Burns's 
sympathy for the characters of men. One may say that this absence 
of moral preoccupation is not less necessary to an extensive repre- · 
sentation of life than the absence of aesthetic preoccupation: it is its 
inward complement and is indispensable to a painter of men if he 
wants to be other than a satirist. For the man who examines them 
closely human actions lose all their savour in the bitter taste of 
censure. They wither in his hands, ashamed of themselves and 
bound hand and foot by reproaches. Moreover, such a man will 
always remain outside them, being a judge. Now, to bring a soul 
or an action really to life, one must be in momentary sympathy with 
it, even though it is bad, in order to be able to express an opinion 
when its work is done, or rather to let the results speak. 
That is so true that in Moliere the character of Don Juan is a creation 
dramatically superior to that of Tartuffe, because it contains less 
reprobation. The poet has approached the latter with an indignation 
before which he has shut up: he is a closed character. All we know 
of Tartuffe are his actions, we do not enter into him, he remains 
unknown to us, as he does to those who have foiled his plots without 
penetrating his mind. He is a character treated from the outside as 
in a satire. In Shakespeare we are always set in the heart of the 
person. While Jago himself is acting and speaking, we are in him, 
and if that enigmatic rascal does not yield to us either the origins of 
his contempt for men or his final reflections on life, he at least gives 
us moments of his soul, the formula of his misanthropy and what 
he sees as an excuse for his crimes. Burns had that sort of sympathy, 
what one might call that objective egotism. His impetuous nature, 
momentarily forgetful of itself, threw him straight away into things. 
Nothing kept him back within himself. He belonged to them entirely, 
for a short time, it is true. He was interested in life for itself, for the 
energies manifested by it. To feel strongly and sincerely was in his 
eyes what counted most. This idea recurs constantly in his poetry: 
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But if, as I'm informed weel, 
Ye hate, as ill's the vera deil, 
The flintY heart that canna feel, 

Come, sir, here's tae you! 
(Poetical Invitation to Kennedy) 

The mark of a man was not to follow the straight road but to be 
urged on by passion: 

A' blessins on the cheery gang, 
Wha dearly like a jig or sang, 
An' never think o' right an' wrang 

By square an' rule, 
But as the clegs o' feeling stang 

Are wise or fool! 
(Epistle to Major Logan) 

And so he did not expect too much from men. He neither imagined 
them fundamentally wicked nor outstandingly good. He thought 
he understood their make-up of good and evil. Even in his youth 
he had said: 'I have observed that every man, even the worst, have 
(sic) something good about them'; and after showing that the quality 
of a life often depends upon circumstances he added: 'any man who 
can thus think, will scan the failings, nay the faults and crimes of 
mankind around him, with a brother's eye.' (The Commonplace 
Book). Towards the end of his life he was still thinking that 'every 
man has his virtues and no man is without his failings,' and that 
'deviating more or less from the paths of Propriety and Rectitude 
must be incident _to Human-nature'. (Letter to A. Cunningham, 
11 th June, 1791). He loved to find this mixture of virtue and vice 
in the unfortunates whom fate has degraded and society con
demned. 'I have often coveted the acquaintance of that part of 
mankind commonly known by the ordinary phrase of Blackguards, 
sometimes further than was consistent with the safety of my charac
ter; those who by thoughtless Prodigality or headstrong Passions 
have been driven to ruin: though disgraced by follies, nay some
times "stain'd with guilt, and crimson'd o'er with crimes," I have 
yet found among them, in not a few instances, some of the noblest 
Virtues, Magnanimity, Generosity, disinterested friendship and even 
modesty, in the highest perfection.' (Commonplace Book, March 
1784). It was for that class of men that he seemed to have most 
sympathy; his Jolly Beggars are a collection of rogues, and Tam o' 
Shanter is not far from being a scamp. 

He owed this absence of moral exigence partly to the clarity of 
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his mind, but also partly to the consciousness of his own failings, 
to his revolt against the hypocrisy which surrounded him and the 
strictness from which he had suffered. He also owed it to the fact 
that he lived in a class of people who were rather unrefined in spirit 
and robust in temperament, where moral interdiction, as happens 
with country people, does not go very deep, because minds are 
simple and bodies strong and the elementary functions which are 
the main-springs of life are carried out naturally and unaffectedly. 

Thus protected, Burns's genius was free to tackle life itself, without 
any intermediary. He belonged to it without the exclusive feeling 
of physical or moral beauty, without the idea of a choice to be 
made, of certain things to be admitted as noble, others to be 
rejected as base. In the study of men, contempt for the realities, the 
vulgarities, the ugly aspects of life, is the sign of a nature lacking 
breadth and accuracy. To be willing to see life only in its beauty is 
to approach it with a system. Life is both beautiful and ugly, or 
rather it is what it is. Burns had a keenly developed feeling for 
reality and loved it whenever it was strong and true. That is not to 
say that he did not know beauty. He encountered it, because it is 
part of life for the same reason as the rest. Those who exclude it 
are simply aestheticians of the ugly: they are the classicists of the 
repugnant. They mutilate life from another side: it is the same fault 
of extracting from life as a whole one of its qualities, in order to 
study that quality alone. Burns did not think of that. He accepted 
life as it is offered to us, in a mixture of the beautiful and the ugly, 
the noble and the ignoble, concentrating on the truth and not the 
beauty of the scenes. 

The result is that, in spite of the harsh and cruel experiences which 
Burns's destiny held for him, that destiny was after all favourable 
to the best in him, to what he really was. It mingled with the afflic
tions and worries in which he was steeped-benefits which redeemed 
everything. A thousand times better to have been a peasant, to have 
toiled, suffered, been bruised by life, and to have felt these painful 
pressures, than to have led, under the lovely Oxford trees, the 
peaceful existence of a man of letters and a dilettante: so true it is 
that in the lots which fall to us we are incompetent judges when it 
comes to discerning fate's intentions. What seed guesses that the 
cold sojourn in the soil beaten by rains, frosts and winds, is the 
prelude to its Spring-time blooming and its fecundity'? Burns's John 
Barleycorn is the symbol of the poet himself. 'You will be cut down 
by the scythe, cudgelled by the flail, crushed by the mill-stone, 
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scorched and drowned, but one day you will shine in silver goblets 
and reign triumphant over human festivities'. 

(Ballad of John Barleycorn) 

I. 
DIRECT OBSERVATION AND MOVEMENT 

The life which he described was therefore that immediately around 
him. He was not the man to go seeking in other times and beneath 
other skies scenes, manners and customs different from those amid 
which he lived. It was the achievement of cultured poets like Walter 
Scott, Southey or Thomas Moore to attempt to live in the Middle 
Ages, in Spain or in Persia, and to write Marmion, Roderick or 
Lalla Rookh. Powerless to penetrate the reality around them they 
needed distance to embellish life, and in these artificial works what 
remains is scarcely more than the descriptions and the lyrical touches 
they put into them, that is to say the personal poetry. They are 
feats of skill accomplished by men of letters. The thought of such an 
attempt could not even occur to Burns's mind. He simply reproduced 
what he saw, what was before his eyes, the reality he touched, the 
men and women to whom he talked and whose heart, so to speak, 
he felt beating beneath his hand. He painted the life of the country 
men and women in a little Scottish parish, at the end of the 18th 
century. 

Consequently there is a whole corner of his work by which he is 
a purely national and almost a purely local poet. A part of his fame 
is, as it were, imbedded in the manners and customs of his country 
and even of his district. English people themselves have to make an 
effort to disentangle it from what is Scots. Moreover, there are cer
tain of his pieces like Halloween, which is made up of superstitions 
so specialised that Burns had to add explanatory notes when he 
published his poems, though they were meant for Ayrshire readers. 
With greater reason foreigners require to put in some study in order 
to grasp and to savour the part of his genius applied to this point. 
To understand some of his descriptions one has to have watched 
people curling, playing their noisy game on the frozen lochs, as in 
Tam Samson's Elegy. One must have eaten haggis, that strange 
national dish, made of the minced entrails of a sheep, mixed with 
meal and suet, then tied up firmly and boiled in a sheep's stomach· 
bag. One must have seen it arrive on a platter, a rich dew seeping 
through its pores like amber beads. One must have seen the knife 
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being plunged into its flank, and at one fell swoop the juice escaping 
and the steam rising, to understand how much of the poetry of joy
ous eating a la Rabelais there is in his Address to a Haggis. 

Likewise one must have eaten those 'supple' oatcakes, or seen the 
grains of barley tumbling and dancing amid the cabbage and beef 
in the soup called broth-'tumblin' an' dancin' in the flood wi' kail 
an' beef'-to realise the familiar charm of the passages where he 
speaks of these national foods. One must be a Scot to relish those 
repeated eulogies of whisky, or at least have seen Scotsmen taking 
their toddy in the evening, to understand it from afar. On all sides 
there are allusions to facts so precise and so minute that one must 
enter the smallest detail of daily life to understand it. No doubt it 
would be too much to ask for this preparation from ordinary readers, 
and to make them thoroughly familiar with these customs would 
take an endless, detailed commentary which would fatigue the 
attention. Thus there is a corner of Burns. which it seems must 
escape universal appreciation. 

Nevertheless let us take note of it. In order to view this part of 
his work from the right standpoint, we must think of the effort we 
make to read Villon and Rabelais. We take the trouble to clear the 
ground around them and we enjoy doing it. Let us not forget that 
at every step in Shakespeare or in Moliere it is necessary to elucidate 
some point relating to custom or costume. Let us also think that the 
details of superstition or of manners will give his poems the archaeo
logical interest which certain of Herrick's poems, so full of the 
flavour and the poetry of old, extinct customs, possess. In any case 
it is perhaps because of that that Burns is dearest to the Scots, above 
all to those whom the adventurous spirit of the race and the pressure 
of a population increasing on a poor soil have sent across the world. 
No poet allows one to carry away so much of one's native land, in 
its familiar dialect, in its domestic scenes, in those thousands of 
insignificant details that endear childhood memories. The 
emigrants leaving the Clyde sometimes carry away with them a 
small sack of their native earth. Those who take away Burns take 
away a part of the national life. 

Even when one has deducted that portion of Burns's genius 
enclosed in local practices to which one must have the key, there 
remains enough to make it understood and admired. The life of 
Scottish peasants has a thousand features in common with that of 
other peasants. It is the same life, harsh, impecunious, fighting a 
hard battle with the soil, callous, with no exterior beauty, but human 
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after all, possessing its joys, its anxieties, even its hours of nobility, 
and harmonising with nature in a certain rough poetry. How did 
Burns portray it? 

The first thing that strikes one in that portrayal is the accuracy, 
the conformity to reality, the exclusive concentration on what is 
true. It is life as he saw it. One finds oneself thrown among farmers, 
beggars, tinkers, farm servants, schoolmasters, country ministers, 
tailors, millers, a world of workers or vagrants. The richest are clad 
in broadcloth, the poorest wear rags. And let no one believe that 
this world is embellished. These are not poetic peasants as in George 
Sand's pastorals, or philosophic vagabonds as in Beranger's songs. 
These are peasants described by one of themselves, rough, vulgar, 
limited to their immediate interests. All these people live a life that 
is their own. They do not rise above its level. They exchange their 
worries about their harvests, they are concerned with the weather, 
with the parish scandals. Their great happiness is to sit down at table 
and have a dram, getting drunk in company while telling each other 
about girls. 

But Mauchline race, or Mauchline fair, 
I should be proud to meet you there; 
We'se gie ae night's discharge to care, 

If we forgather, 
An' hae a swap o' rhymin'-ware 

Wi' ane anither. 
The four-gill chap, we'se gar him clatter, 
An' kirsen him wi' reekin' water; 
Syne we'll sit down an' tak our whitter, 

To cheer our heart; 
An' faith, we'se be acquainted better 

Before we part. 
(Epistle to John Lapraik) 

There's naething like the honest nappy; 
Whare'll ye e'er see men sae happy, 
Or women sonsie, saft an' sappy, 

'Tween morn an' morn, 
As them wha like to taste the drappie, 

In glass or horn? 
(Epistle to John Goldie) 

For the most part, moreover, these are decent people, full of 
joviality and broad good-humour, men like John Rankine the farmer, 
or Tam Samson, the sportsman, but moving in a materialistic, 
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earthy life. The failings of others are noted: their vulgarity, drunken
ness and hypocrisy. They are there just as Burns saw them, without 
his having thought of tidying them up. 

The accuracy of the scenes is accompanied by the precision of 
the details. It is in short the same quality: no developments, no 
embellishments, but a succession of very precise facts very clearly 
enunciated. Each of his words refers to a real detail and gives it 
exactly as it is. He is concerned solely with the substance, the amount 
of matter, of reality, which he puts into his verses. What we have is 
a succession of clear-cut particulars, referring to the very structure 
of the thing described. One would say that there is no imagination 
in this poetry, and that it is only a mass of observation, accumulated 
and compressed into a tiny space. There are descriptions of four or 
five lines that are the epitome of a whole trade or a whole game. 
His entire poem of Halloween is a masterpiece in this category: it 
consists almost exclusively of a technical account of local super
stitions, with all the rites. In Tam Samson's Elegy there are two 
stanzas which give a complete picture of curling, that famous 
Scottish game which consists of throwing towards a goal marked on 
the ice heavy polished stones furnished with an iron handle. The 
terms, the movements, the vicissitudes of the game are all there. To 
comment upon these two stanzas one would have to explain the 
whole game. It is like that throughout his work. There is scarcely 
ever an abstract term; constantly one gets real images, names of 
objects, metaphors and similes taken from every trade; everything 
is in concrete terms. Tam Samson is cast into Death's fish-creel. 
In Adam Armour's Prayer, a little man boasts that he is lively and 
can 'jink here and there like ony wabster's (weaver's) shuttle,' but 
must confess that he is 'scarce as lang's a guid kail whittle' (cabbage 
knife). In the Epistle to Davie, the poet's Pegasus has the spavin; 
elsewhere his master puts a fine new bridle and collar on him, to 
write a poem for his friend Willie Chalmers. He addresses the 
rigidly righteous, who are harshly critical of others and forget that 
life has made virtue easy for them: the idea is immediately put into 
a metaphor of quite technical precision: 

Whase life is like a weel-gaun mill, 
Supply'd wi' store o' water, 
The heapet happer's ebbing still, 
An' still the clap plays clatter. 

(Address to the Unco Guid) 
It is the picture of a miller. 
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Elsewhere he advises a friend to keep his heart up and to stand 
firm against adversity. That becomes a precise metaphor borrowed 
from the violin and accurate to the last detail. One would think 
one heard a musician speaking: 

Come wealth, come poortith, late or soon, 
Heav'n send your heart-strings aye in tune, 
An' screw your temper-pins abune, 

A fifth or mair, 
The melancholious, lazie croon, 

O' cankrie care. (Epistle to Major Logan) 

And thus everywhere, on all sides, we have facts. That gives his 
poetry an astonishing solidity, and at the same time a continually 
picturesque quality. This knowledge of objects and trades is a great 
sign of observation: it is one of the features of the great observers. 
Expressions borrowed from games, tools, and instruments indicate 
that the writer has an eye for everything. The two men who have 
pushed this detailed knowledge of things furthest are perhaps 
Shakespeare and Rabelais. Cervantes is full of it. They saw every
thing. In their work one does not find a display of technical terms 
drawn from manuals, or pure verbal enumerations of objects 
taken to pieces and almost classified, but things caught live in their 
play and in their labour. That is a quality by which Burns 
resembles the great minds which nothing escapes. 

This perfect accuracy joined to his absence of bias when copying 
life gave a great variety to his observation. He accepted the subjects 
exactly as reality provided him with them, and all those which it 
offered him almost vaguely. To him the lowest were as good as the 
noblest. He wrote of the religious, austere and meditative mood of 
the cottar's Saturday night, with its family prayers and Bible-read
ing; but if at church he caught sight of a young lady priding herself 
on her toilette he seized upon the subject and wrote of the insect 
'as plump and grey as ony grozet' (gooseberry). Almost all his poems 
are written about actual incidents; almost none is a pure effort of the 
imagination, born of the desire to produce something literary. 
Evading nothing that life offered him, his study was as broad as 
life itself. 

He has therefore represented in its entirety the world around him 
-not only the principal facts, the loves, deaths, toils, afflictions and 
fatigues, but also the incidents grouped around them, the super
stitions, the social quips, the patriotic memories, the egalitarian 
aspirations, a thousand scenes of comedy or of anger. Here we 
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have the prayer of a vicious, hypocritical Elder; there, the quarrel 
between two Auld Licht ministers; further on, the portrait of a 
village quack, then the enumeration of farm implements; the hiring 
of a farm lad; a lost ewe; a greeting to an illegitimate child; a 
religious meeting; an appearance before the Kirk Session-nothing 
is missing, not even the more dignified and more serious aspects of 
life. Emerson has rightly said: 

'Therefore the rich poets such as Homer, Chaucer, Shakespeare 
and Raphael have obviously no limits to their works except the 
limits of their life-time, and resemble a mirror carried through 
the street, ready to render an image of every created thing.' 

(Essays: The Poet) 

Burns was a mirror, smaller to be sure, a fragment of a mirror if 
you like, but within his limits equally capable of reflecting every
thing. 

Along with this gift of accuracy Bums had another which charac
terises his representation of life to a still higher degree: movement, 
excitement, the power to represent life itself, bustling, caught in 
the act. It is a result of the same qualities of faithful observation, 
for life is always on the move, is never at rest. But to catch it in 
flight and in the passing act needs a wonderfully quick eye and a 
special gift. There are men who, like Ben Jonson and Crabbe, 
have approached the study of life with a conscientious desire to be 
completely accurate. They observed it closely, faithfully, even in its 
lowest manifestations, but they lacked the gift of movement, of 
gesture. They were deprived of that superior quality possessed by 
men like Shakespeare, Moliere or Cervantes, but not by a man 
like Thackeray: the gift of instant, complete representation, and 
not reflected, partial representation; the glance that takes in a whole 
being at one go, and not the attention that studies him bit by bit. 
Again, it must be noted that Ben Jonson, Crabbe and Thackeray 
were cultured men, and that it was more difficult for them to forget 
themselves in the act of seizing reality. Bums had this aptitude, 
this quick reaction, to a very high degree. In him everything is 
continually in action, everything moves, stirs, comes, goes, runs, 
gesticulates: one action is scarcely indicated when another replaces 
it. One can understand what intensity this rapidity of movement, 
added to the accuracy of the details, can give to his descriptions. 
In his poems almost every word is an action word. His writings, 
which are already so virile because of their precision and sobriety, 
seem still more so, like people on the march. 
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This quality is so widespread in his work that one could find ex
amples of it in each of his poems. However, his Halloween and his 
Holy Fair may serve, perhaps better than certain others, to give an 
idea of it. 

Halloween is the evening before All Saint's Day, the day when 
winter seems to begin and when with the lengthening of the nights 
the kingdom of mysterious things expands. In the beliefs of the 
Scottish peasantry it is the day when by means of certain practices one 
can see into the future. People gather together that evening to carry out 
rites and ceremonies which are supposed to reveal the secrets of the 
coming year. The subject of Burns's poem is one of these evenings. 
It is a poem charged with local superstitions, to which Burns himself 
gives numerous explanatory notes in his first edition meant solely 
for the people of the district. Once one has studied these super
stitions, however, one could not possibly wish for a gayer, more 
animated, more stirring description. Everything is in motion. If 
one were to underline the nouns and adjectives indicating a move
ment, one would underline half of the words. At the same time 
no piece can better prove to what degree this poetry is made up of 
accurate details. It opens with a charming stanza, gleaming with 
moonlight and reminding the reader of passages in Shakespeare 
where elves and fairies appear. It at once gives the character, the 
superstitious atmosphere of the whole piece. It is quite light and airy. 

Upon that night, when fairies light, 
On Cassillis Downans dance, 

Or owre the lays, in splendid blaze, 
On sprightly coursers prance; 

Or for Colean the route is ta'en, 
Beneath the moon's pale beams; 

There, up the cove, to stray an' rove 
Amang the rocks an' streams 

To sport that night. 

This rapid glance at the wild, dark Cassillis hillocks gives the 
gathering round the fire a feeling of security and comfort, while 
spreading a little terror round the house. In the darkness one can 
hear the Doon flowing sinuous and clear in the moonlight. The 
neighbours arrive, the lasses clean and prettier than in their finery. 
The lads come soon after with a double loop on their garters to show 
that they are courting; some are taciturn, others talkative. Many 
hearts are already beginning to beat faster. 

The rites begin, and with them the ever-increasing laughter, cries, 
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exclamations and scuffles. First of all, the folks go blindfold to the 
garden to pull a cabbage stock. The fact that it is thick or thin, 
straight or crooked, means so many signs, which are greeted with 
shouts. Then the girls go to the barn to pull a stalk of corn, and 
there are other pranks and games. Here in front of the fire are 
arranged the nuts which are to decide the fate of the lads and 
lasses; some remain quietly side by side and are consumed 
together-that is a sign of marriage; others jump about, crackle, 
start away, explode in the fireplace; then there are exclamations 
and bursts of laughter. The din increases; the nuts blaze away; 
the various outcries cut across each other, amid resentful oaths and 
confidences. Merran, sitting behind the others, her thoughts on 
Andrew Bell, profits by the hubbub to slip out to unwind a ball of 
wool into a pot. If on rewinding it something stops it, one can ask 
the pot: 'Who holds'? And the pot answers with the name of the 
person one is to marry. Merran runs back, trembling. Something 
did hold the wool, but she did not dare to ask who. Later, little 
Jenny wants to go and eat an apple in front of the mirror she got 
from Uncle Johnnie, for then the face of the man one will marry 
will appear, as though looking over one's shoulder. Her grand
mother scolds her and begins a charming old wife's tale, full of 
gossip of the past. Jamie Fleck has sworn an oath to go and sow a 
peck of hemp-seed. He goes out, but when he is among the stacks he 
whistles up Lord Lennox's march, to give himself courage. Suddenly 
his hair stands on end: he hears a squeak, a grunt and a groan. 
He falls all his length and starts to shout 'Murder!' Everyone comes 

·running and looks for the enemy. It is the sow that trots through 
them all! Meg has a great desire to go to the barn to winnow three 
weights of nothing in order to see Tam Kipples passing at the third 
time. She gives the shepherd a handful of nuts and two red-cheeked 
apples, to watch. But scarcely has she entered when she hears a rat, 
and flees crying 'Lord preserve me!' Willie is told that if he puts his 
arms three times round a stack, at the third time he will seize the 
beloved. 

It chanc'd the stack he faddomed thrice 
Was timmer-propped for thrawin; 
He taks a swirlie, auld moss-oak 
For some black, grousome carlin; 
An' loot a winze, an' drew a stroke, 
Till skin in blypes cam haurlin 

Aff's nieves that night. 
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Then we have the adventure of Lizzie, a widow as wanton and 
playful as a kitten. Through the whins and by the cairn, on the other 
side of the hill, she goes along a stream seeking the place where 
three lairds' lands meet, there to dip her chemise-sleeve in the water. 
Afterwards she will hang it up before the fire and the desired person 
will come and turn it to dry it. The picture of the brook is a model 
of precision. All the movements and the play of the stream are 
packed into a few Jines, which one may say contain the whole of 
Tennyson's pretty piece, The Brook: 

Whyles owre a Jinn the burnie plays, 
As though the glen it wimpl't; 

Whyles round a rocky scaur it strays; 
Whyles in a wiel it dimpl't; 

Whyles glitter'd to the nightly rays 
Wi' bickerin' dancin' dazzle; 

Whyles cookit underneath the braes, 
Below the spreading hazel 

Unseen that night. 

Lizzie is preparing to carry out the spell, when suddenly, among 
the brackens, there appears between her and the moon the Devil
or perhaps a quey that is being wintered out of doors-and utters 
a low murmur. 

Poor Leezie's heart maist lap the hool! 
Near the lav'rock height she jumpit; 
But mist a fit, an' in the pool 
Out-owre the lugs she plumpit, 

Wi' a plunge that night. 

The scene ends with merry songs, friendly conversations, strange 
tales and funny jokes. Oatcakes are served, setting all their jaws in 
motion. A glass of liquor is drunk, then the guests disperse, and in 
the darkness the sound of laughter can be heard. What it is 
impossible to reproduce is the animation and agility of this poem. 
Not a single line is still. The stanzas leap, they scarcely touch the 
ground before they soar up anew; the traces of movement abound 
in them and jostle each other: they are all there. They could be 
made into an English pantomime, full of gestures. frolics, scuffles 
and capers. The effect is of an astonishing animal gaiety. Some 
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passages of grotesque lyricism in Dickens can alone equal this 
speed. 

The famous piece known as The Holy Fair is a model of the same 
qualities, with as much movement and more variety in the scenes. 
It is a satire against those open-air communions and preachings 
which were frequent in Scotland at that time. A pulpit was set up 
under a shelter and here the preachers succeeded each other all day. 
The congregations crowded in from all the villages round about. 
Near the chosen spot was a little alehouse where refreshments could 
be had. The morning generally passed with order and decorum, but 
when the day went on and heads were heated by the libations, the 
field of prayer took on the look of a fair-ground. Food was pro
duced, people sat on the ground drinking and laughing, while 
the preachers continued to gesticulate and vociferate, with the result 
that the homeward journey in the evening was most picturesque. 
One can guess what Burns's active hands made of this material. 

First we have a charming morning landscape, glittering with dew. 
The air is fresh, the glorious sun is appearing over the moors, in 
the glinting light the hares are running along the furrows, and the 
larks are rising into the sky. The roads are covered with people: 
farmers in riding attire jog along quietly beside their cottars; young 
men, in fine new broad cloth, jump over the gutters; girls, barefoot 
and shining in silks and scarlets, carry in their handkerchiefs food 
for the day. This whole crowd reaches the enclosure and comes to 
the plate 'heaped up wi' ha'pence'. The elder, in a black bonnet, 
watches over this gate-money, 'wi' a greedy glower'. The people 
press round the pulpit, some with forms, others with chairs and 
stools. They talk. Here is a group of cackling girls, 'wi' heaving 
breast an' bare neck,' and there a band of young weavers from 
Kilmarnock who have come for fun. Each seeks a place to sit, 
not without ulterior preoccupation. 

Here, some are thinkin' on their sins, 
An' some upo' their claes; 

Ane curses feet that fyl'd his shins, 
Anither sighs an' prays: 

On this hand sits a chosen swatch, 
Wi' screw'd up, grace-proud faces; 

On that a set o' chaps at watch, 
Thrang winkin' on the lasses. 

To chairs that day. 
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0 happy is that man an' b1est! 
Nae wonder that it pride him! 

Whase ain dear lass, that he likes best, 
Comes clinking down beside him! 

Wi' arm repos'd on the chair-back, 
He sweetly does compose him; 

Which, by degrees, slips round her neck, 
An's loof upon her bosom, 

Unkenn'd that day. 

A great silence falls. Then the preachers pass in procession, each 
with his own particular manner and the effect which he produces 
on the hearers. One, shouting and waving his arms, is admired; 
another, calm and elegant, is deserted, for the crowd fluctuates. 
The inn fills up. People call for biscuits and drinks; they clink 
glasses; they argue; there is a hubbub of logic and of Scripture. 
At the same time a sort of fair starts, full of fun and games. Lads 
and lasses meet. People begin to eat. The more the ale and whisky 
circulate, the livelier grows the scene. Appointments are made, 
arrangements to go home together. Above this din, snatches of 
sermons can be heard, with talk of Hell and threats of damnation. 
Some stagger off as best they can. The lads wait at stiles while the 
lasses, who have put on their shoes during the ceremony, take them 
off again to return home bare-foot. The roads are thronged with 
groups of people; but the day has not been wasted: 

How mony hearts this day converts 
O' sinners and o' lasses! 

Their hearts o' stane, gin night, are gane, 
As saft as ony flesh is. 

There's some are fou o' love divine; 
There's some are fou o' brandy; 

t\n' mony jobs that day begin 
May end in houghmagandie 

Some ither day. 

This multi.coloured crowd which moves, shifts, intermingles and 
disperses the whole day long. swarming from early morn till night
fall, gives a very good idea of Burns's manner. Wilkie could have 
found twenty subjects for pictures in it. but could not have repro· 
duced its tremendous verve. 

Along with this movement which is such a rare quality in litera
ture, Burns possesses another which is still more rare: jollity. Life 



. 
AUGUSTE ANGELLIER 83 

for him is not morose, tedious or dreary. He loved living and really 
rejoiced to be alive. He knew the joy of existence, he knew mad, 
exuberant mirth, the magnificent gift of laughter. Healthy, noisy, 
infectious laughter runs through all his work, bursts out in every 
stanza, adds its sonorousness to the activity which is everywhere 
in play. It is uninhibited laughter, without ulterior motive, which 
begins heartily, expands into a broad guffaw, and comes to life 
in side-splitting games of buffoonery and drollery at the sight of 
things. It is not a smile: it is loud, genuine, good-natured, good
humoured laughter, without bitterness, the laughter of the great 
laughers, a sign of health and strength in a man's mind; for if gaiety, 
noisy gaiety, is not the definitive state of the soul; if the weakening 
of vitality, the regret for lost affections, the inevitable reflection that 
what seems so long to the young is as brief as ourselves; if all the 
meditations of experience temper it and gradually extinguish it, it is 
nevertheless, like love, one of the phases which a well-constituted 
existence has to traverse: it is necessary for a complete representa
tion of men. It is often the reward of people who do not hide from 
life. Burns owes this great quality to the fact that he was a poet who 
knew action, and was not a contemplative poet. In the activity 
of his life he forgot its brevity. Those who do not surrender to life 
and merely watch it cannot defend themselves against melancholy. 
The man who rows and casts his nets upon the river has less of a 
feeling that it is fleeing past than those who contemplate it, sitting 
at the end of a promontory. 

These qualities of accurate and extensive observation would not 
suffice to make a genuine artist. They are only the first conditions, 
the underparts of the production. They hold it up, but something 
must be added to them. By themselves, they can procure the abstract 
and general knowledge of the human heart, in the fashion of moral
ists, or the cold, limited penetration of diplomats, police officers and 
some magistrates. There is a distance between them and the colour
ful, lively, infinitely more real way in which an artist grasps and takes 
in the whole of a person at a glance, and reproduces him with a single 
stroke or a single word. The latter demands the gift of seeing things 
in the round, an intuition that grasps the individual in his complexity, 
and constantly sums him up, while at the same time the artist needs 
a superior, quite personal power of reproduction. This is a singularly 
forceful use of language, a skilled hand that folds, twists and if 
necessary manhandles it and models it. This means inventions of 
style, unexpected, eloquent touches which light up a whole I 
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character. That is how with certain painters one can discern the 
decisive strokes of the brush which make the portrait and stamp it 
as a true work of genius. 

The importance of this completely personal manipulation of the 
language is very great. It is easy to prove it. When Villon describes 
poor orphans as 'destitute and stripped bare as the worm,' and hanged 
men as being 'more pecked by birds than thimbles by needles'; or 
his friend Jehan Cotard, having drunk copiously, goes off to bed 
like an old man 'staggering and prancing'; when Rabelais says: 
'we were attentive and an ears, and sucked in the air like fine oysters 
in their shells'; or 'At these words the women of the town begin to 
titter among themselves, and Brother John whinnies through the 
tip of his nose, as though ready to act the cart-horse'; when Regnier, 
who is full of these lucky finds, speaks of his coat as being 'scarred' 
everywhere, of ladies who 'melt in delight' on reading fine writings, 
of a young fop who settles himself on one foot, hitches up his sword 
and 'sweetens his eyes like a doll'; or when he writes 'three crab
faced old women came walking with measured tread, like spiders'; 
when Saint-Simon, in his powerful sketch of Peter the Great, speaks 
after describing the face, of a tic which did not often recur 'but 
which unhinged the face and the whole appearance, and inspired 
fear, an effect that lasted for a moment, with a terrible, distraught 
look, and then at once set itself to rights again'; when Moliere repre
sents Tartuffe attracting attention 'by the ardour with which he 
uttered his prayers with sighs and great yearning'; when Beau
marchais exclaims: 'The charming girl! always laughing, verdant, 
full of fun, wit, love and delight!'-is not in each of these cases the 
effect produced by a single word? We do not say by the meaning 
it contains but by its particular appearance, by something expressive 
and picturesque which is peculiar to it. If one replaces any of these 
terms by another, no matter how close the synonym is, everything 
is ruined, the victorious touch is blurred, the picture fades, life is 
effaced. This inspired treatment is an attribute of the great writers. 
One may be a great connoisseur and a great describer of men in an 
ordinary language, like Ben Jonson, Thackeray or George Eliot, 
who are, rather, analytical geniuses. To reproduce the flashes of 
expression, the sudden attitudes, and the epitomes of life one needs 
the richer and more invented language of painters like Shakespeare 
or Dickens or Rabelais or Moliere. 

Burns was of the last-named line. He had received (though 
doubtless at a lower level) the superior gift oflife. Not only did he 
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have the penetration which discerns the hidden springs, the motives 
behind the actions; not only did he have the power to reproduce 
them with one stroke, and to see in his mind's eye the complete 
personality of an individual, but he had also that language invention 
necessary to give the essential, dominant feature which groups all 
the others together and is, as it were, the keystone of the arch. Any 
attempt to transfer that brand of mastery is useless. As soon as one 
touches it, it escapes. It is as impossible to reproduce in a translation 
these vigorous traits as it is to reproduce the touches of colour in an 
engraving. In both cases one must have recourse to the original. 

(Translator's note: As the author has indicated, it is impossible to trans
late adequately the highly individualistic examples which he has quoted 
from the French. What I have done is to give an approximation of the 
meaning, while fully conscious of the loss of flavour involved.) 

The characters who move in these stirring scenes are, thanks to 
these qualities, wonderfully alive, painted in with a few strokes of 
the brush, all of which are effective. Some merely pass in one line, 
one meets them once as in the street, but one does not forget them. 
And who could forget that worthy drunkard Tam o' Shanter, and 
Souter Johnnie, his ancient, trusty, ever-drouthy crony? and the 
hostess who is gracious to Tam, and Tam's wife who had her reasons 
for being bad-tempered? and Tam Samson, king of sportsmen, 
fishers and curlers, a fine example of a fanatical old huntsman? 
In vain old age impaired his body, in vain gout put its shackles on 
his ankles, nothing could hold him back. 'He had twa fauts or maybe 
three,' but an honest boon companion was lost when Tam Samson 
died. And what about all those worthy farmers? Who can forget 
that jovial, rugged, rough-witted Rankine, 'the wale o' cocks for 
fun and drinkin',' full of jokes and repartee, who amuses himself 
by making the godly drunk and whose malice tears the robe of 
hypocrisy from their backs?-and frank, old, honest-hearted 
Lapraik, who writes in such a friendly way, 'the king o' hearts 
tho' mankind were a pack o' cartes'? and William Simpson, school
master, that coaxing, flattering Willie? and James Smith, the little 
Mauchline shopkeeper, stunted and ill-favoured, yet shrewd and 
with something attractive about him that made him irresistible? 
We think of those who are slightly deformed but whose faces make 
up for everything. 
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Dear Smith, the slee'st, paukie thief, 
That e'er attempted stealth or rief, 
Ye surely hae some warlock-breef 

Owre human hearts; 
For ne'er a bosom yet was prief 

Against your arts. 
For me, I swear by sun and moon, 
An' every star that blinks aboon, 
Ye've cost me twenty pair o' shoon 

Just gaun to see you; 
And ev'ry ither pair that's done, 

Mair ta'en I'm wi' you. 
That auld capricious carlin, Nature, 
To mak amends for scrimpit stature, 
She's turn'd you aff, a human creature, 

On her first plan; 
And in her freaks, on every feature, 

She's wrote, 'The Man'. 

. - .. -------·····---

(Epistle to James Smith) 
We are not surprised, therefore, to find elsewhere an epitaph, 

prepared in advance, for that witty little man who was so dangerously 
ugly and seductive, a kind of rustic Roquelaure. 

(Translator's note: Roquelaure (1614-1683) was a French officer and 
the wittiest, ugliest man in France.) 

Lament him, Mauchline husbands a', 
He aften did assist ye; 

For had ye staid whole years awa, 
Your wives they ne'er had missed ye. 

Ye Mauchline bairns, as on ye pass 
To schools in bands thegither, 

O tread ye lightly on the grass
Perhaps he was your father. 

(On a Wag in Mauclzline) 
When one travels in Scotland, it is impossible not to be struck by a 

very frequent type: men whose hair is turning grey but who are 
still virile and sinewy. What one notices first is their strong, thick, 
stiff, tangled, unruly hair, which age has not managed to thin or 
even to tame, and which it seems to have difficulty in turning white. 
It is the characteristic head of hair of Carlyle and Hugh Miller, and 
if one may venture a personal observation, of David Masson. If 
John Brown, that great connoisseur of matters relating to the 
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countenance, and who compared the eyes of a dog to those of the 
Italian singer, la Grisi, were willing to take us under his protection, 
we should say that this hair reminds us of the bushy, wiry, bristling 
hair of Scotch terriers. It is, as it were, the sign of a great fund of 
stamina, of rugged, robust natures. Under this 'thatch' there are 
often steel-grey eyes, small, deep-set, very active and very pene
trating. This physiognomy generally goes with something unkempt 
and careless in the dress. The whole effect is of someone brusque, 
vigorous, very shrewd and very kind. One feels that here is a great 
capacity for work and tenacity. Often under this exterior there is a 
great deal of knowledge and humour: such men have the terrier's 
bite and the comparison also holds good for their nature. It is a 
very Scottish type. Burns drew its portrait in some lines on his 
friend William Smellie, who was half printer, half scholar. It is 
a definitive picture: 

Shrewd Willie Smellie to Crochallan came, 
The old cock'd hat, the grey surtout, the same; 
His bristling beard just rising in its might, 
'Twas four long nights and days to shaving night; 
His uncomb'd grizzly locks, wild staring, thatch'd 
A head for thought profound and clear unmatch'd 
Yet tho' his caustic wit was biting, rude, 
His heart was warm, benevolent, and good. 

(Extempore on William Smellie) 

We were speaking of the power of certain words in a description 
and of the effect which is solely due to their peculiar quality. We 
could not possibly quote many more convincing examples of this 
than the one contained in two lines of this fragment: 

His uncomb'd grizzly locks, wild staring, thatch'd 
A head for thought profound and clear unmatch'd. 

It is impossible to reproduce the force and the picturesqueness 
which are added to the idea as a result of the entanglement of the 
first line suspended above the ease and clarity of the second. Those 
are touches which reveal the author and at the same time are un
translatable. To these portraits must be added the throng of church
men. There is a whole frantic black band of them who shout, 
threaten, call down curses and, shrieking damnation, shake their 
fist in denunciation. They all appear marked with a distinguishing 
feature: old Daddy Auld who can no longer bite but can still bark; 
Andro Gouk, Doctor Mac, Davie Bluster; above all the Reverend 
Moodie and the Reverend Russell, long-winded Russell, Black 
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Russell, two accomplished types of terrifying clergymen. 
Rumble John, Rumble John, 
Mount the steps wi' a groan, 
Cry: 'The book is wi' heresy cramm'd'? 
Then lug out your ladle, 
Deal brimstone like adle, 
And roar every note of the damn'd. 

And here is Moodie: 
Now a' the congregation o'er 
Is silent expectation: 
For Moodie speels the holy door, 
Wi' tidings o' damnation. 

(The Kirk's Alarm) 

Should Hornie, as in ancient days, 
'Mang sons o' God present him, 
The vera sight o' Moodie's face, 
To's ain het hame had sent him 

Wi' fright that day. 
Hear how he clears the points o' faith 
Wi' rattlin' an' wi' thumpin'; 
Now meekly calm, now wild in wrath, 
He's stampin' an' he's jumpin'! 
His lengthen'd chin, his turn'd-up snout, 
His eldritch squeel an' gestures, 
Oh, how they fire the heart devout, 
Like cantharidian plaisters, 

On sic a day! (The Holy Fair) 
Elsewhere it is portly Captain Grose, good Matthew Henderson, 

Major Logan who plays the violin, his elbow 'jinking and diddling,' 
Gregory's 'Latin face,' Creech the bookseller, an 'upright, pert, tart, 
tripping wight,' 

'Who loves his own smart shadow in the streets, 
Better than e'er the fairest she he meets'. 

(The Poet's Progress) 
How many other portraits drawn with one stroke, names accom

panied by a single adjective sometimes, but that adjective so express· 
ive, so accurate, that an individual emerges and is unforgettable! 
It reminds one of the characters so finely evoked by Chaucer with 
a single word, in the Prologue to his Canterbury Tales. 

N.B.: In the Chronicle for 1971, p. 112, 'Greyfriars cemetery' should 
read 'Canongate cemetery'. 
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Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Miskell, 43 Norfolk Crescent, Bishopbriggs, Glasgow. 
W. R. Platt, 86 Silverknowe Gardens, Edinburgh, 4. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Irvine, "Ulvescroft," 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, 

Rotherham, Yorks. 
F. Cameron, 93 Lochlea Road, Cumbernauld, Glasgow. 
William Mcintosh, 134 Kylepark Drive, Uddingston. 
G. Walker, 7 Geneva Crescent, Darlington, Co. Durham. 
Dr. D. M. O'F1aherty, 9 Cherry Orchards, Tetbury, Gloucester. 
Mrs. Little, 8 Wallace Street, Dumfries. 
Miss M. McGeorge, 39 Wallace Street, Dumfries .. 
Mrs. Rogerson, 16 Caul View, Dumfries. 
Dr. Donald M. McKay, Belisera Medical Dept., Kalighat P.O., South 

Sylhet, E. Pakistan. 
Robert Wallace, 3 Campbell Place, Dreghorn. 
Frank G. Parr, 29 Elmsway, Bramhall, Cheshire. 
Wm. Ferguson, 91 Dunlop Road, Dumfries. 
R. S. Binnie, Glenbervie, 27 Lockton Avenue, Heanor, Derbyshire. 
John Skillin, Lochengelly, Gartmore, Stirling. 
John C. Weir, 75 Wilson Road, Allanton, Shotts, Lanarkshire. 
Duncan Smith, 18 Newton Drive, Newmains, Lanarkshire. 
Miss C. Rodway, Park View Boys' Home, Falmer Road, Darlington. 
R. Peel, 25 Raby Road, Newtonhall Estate, Framwellgate Moor, Durham 

City. 
Master Frank Zwolenski, Denpark. Abernethy, Perthshire. 
W. McCallum, 2 Redwood Crescent, Bishopton, Renfrewshire. 
Prof. Colin R. Blyth, U.I. Math. Dept., Urbana, Illinois. 
S. Alexander, 8 Ash Drive, Wear Valley View Estate, Willington, 

Co.Durham. 
Walter B. Elder, "The Spittal," Stonehouse, Lanarkshire. 
James Snodgrass, "Elrig", Gartmore, Stirling. 
Lt.-Col. J. Fraser, Southbank, Grange Loan, Edinburgh, 9. 
I. McNab, 31 Howards Lane, Putney, London, S.W.5. 
John Cairney, 
Mrs. N. Kristiansen, V. Holbergsalm 16, Bergen, Norway. 
Toshia Namba, 29-19, 1-Chome, Shimizu, Suginami-Ku, Tokyo, Japan. 
James Mitchell, 62a Rosetta Road, Peebles. 
Wm. Merrilees, O.B.E., 41 Park Road, Edinburgh, 6. 
Bruce H. Garrett, "lpsley,'' 27A Featherston Road, Streetly, nr. Sutton 

Coldfield, Warwickshire. 
A. K. McLeish, Esq., 17 Meadowside, Beith. 
G. A. McNicoll, P.O. Box 20, Gibsons, B.C., Canada. 
Professor Kenneth W. Gordon, 412 Captain Cook Apts., 1025 Sutlej 

Street, Victoria B.C., Canada. 
James Moffat, 14 Beechwood Crescent, Lesrnahagow. 
William Fisher, 2910 West 3rd Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 
Edward Lowe, 57 Brownley Court, Hollyhedge Road, Benchill, Man-

chester, 22. 
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James Simpson, 3 Bonnyton Place, Dunfermline. 
John Begg, 16 Dobroyd Parade, Haberfield 2045, Sydney, Australia. 
John Allan, 60 Hazeldean Crescent, Wishaw, Lanarkshire. 
Mrs. M. Watson, "Glen Elgin", 67 Henhurst Hill, Burton-on-Trent. 
Mrs. Senga Millican, Park Hall Country Club, Spinkhill, Sheffield. 
Robert George, Erskine Bank, Overtown, by Wishaw. 
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Hector A. Brown, 717-745 Wolseley Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada. 

Robert Alexander Williamson, 97 Mellons Bay Road, Howick, Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

F. Magyar, Budapest House, 232 Oxford Road, Caine, Wilts. 
Mrs. Isabel Anderson, 263 Millhouses Lane, Sheffield 11. 
Mrs. M. D. Morley, 29 Renshaw Road, Elderslie, Renfrewshire. 
Mrs. Margaret McKellar, 50 Douglas Street, Viewpark, Uddingston, 

Lanarkshire. 
Mrs. M. McDougall, 6 Fairfield Avenue, Bonnybridge, Stirlingshire. 
Murdo McDougall, 6 Fairfield Avenue, Bonnybridge, Stirlingshire. 
Robert Burns, 35 Bush Court, Priors Road, Cheltenham, Glos. 
Mrs. D. Biggar, 18 Brook Street, Dumfries. 
Mrs. McWilliams, 6 Briarbank, Dumfries. 
J. D. Lamb, Qatar National Cement Co., (S.A.Q.), Doha-Qatar, P.O. Box 

No. 1333, Arabian Gulf. 
William Muirhead, 236 Haugh Street, Bainsford, Falkirk. 
B. M. Stowe, 5554 Waterman, St. Louis, Mo. 63112, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Chloe Sue Woods, 1751 N. Woodlawn Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 63124, 

U.S.A. 
Thos. Newall, 92 Robson Road, Keiraville, Via Wollongong, N.S.W., 

Australia. 
Archibald N. C. Paton, 63 St. John's Avenue, Mangerton, Via Wollongong, 

N.S.W., Australia. 
Dr. A. Bruce Wallace, Hunterston, Leckhampton Hill, Cheltenham. 
William A. Allan, 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham. 
Mrs. Austin, Oakvale, 142 Annan Road, Dumfries. 
Frederick Allwood, M.Inst.R.A., 73 Church Street, Leigh, Lanes. 
R. L. Brown, 25 Ladywell Road, Tweedmouth, Berwick-upon-Tweed, 

North. 
G. K. Murray, 25 West Chapelton Drive, Bearsden, Glasgow. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Ellis, 9 Balmoral Road, Kirk Hallam, llkeston, Derby-

shire. 
Miss N. J. Symons, "Edina", 15 Cross Lane, Bebington, Cheshire. 
Barrie Tiernan, P.O. Box 795, Darwin NT 5794, Australia. 
Mrs. Mary Andrews, Knocknareagh, Ballynafem, Annaclone, Banbridge, 

Co. Down. 
Mrs. Jean Jeavons, 36 Brunswick Road, Rotherham. 
Iain C. Paul, 608E Burkwood Ct., Urbana, Illinois, 61801, U.S.A. 
Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 Kirkcowan St., Dumfri7s. . 
Mrs. Mary Millar, "Newington," Solway Drive, Dumfries. 
John R. Pollock, Fire Station Bungalow, Glasgow Road, Bathgate, West 

Lothian. 
Bryan Booth, 27 Sandy Lane, Irla1:11, Mancheste~. . 
Mrs. Jean Wilson, 23 Ellisland Drive, Summerhill, Dumfries. 
Mrs. Davina Wilson, 25 Church Street, Dumfries. 
Miss Angela Flannery, 8 Festival Road, Rainford, St. Helens, Lanes. 
Mrs. Minto, 59 Edinburgh Road, Peebles. 
Lawrence Maxton, 3 Grasrnere Court, Grasmere Road, Long Eaton. 
Mrs. May Murray, 45 Beconsfield Street, Currock, Carlisle. 
Miss S. M. Watson, A.I.S.T.D., Clayton Lodge Hotel, Newcastle, Staffs. 
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Mr. Anthony Thorniley, 160 Bath Street, Ilkeston, Derbyshire. 
Mrs. M. S. Dalgleish, l la Climie Place, Kilmarnock. 
Rev. Father S. Corkery, The Library, St. Patricks College, Maynooth, 

Co. Kildare. 
J. W. Taylor, 14 St. David's Road North, St. Annes, Lanes. 
Mrs. M. Shaw, 39 Holmhead, Kilbirnie. 
Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, BL2 1PQ, 

Lanes. 
James R. McEwan, 52 Hayocks Road, Stevenston, Ayrshire. 

LIST OF PAST PRESIDENTS 

1885-1899 : Provost Peter Sturrock, Kilmarnock. 
1899-1906 : Provost David Mackay, Kilmarnock. 
1906-1907 : David Murray, M.A., B.Sc., Kilmarnock. 
1907-1909 : William Wallace, M.A., LL.D., Glasgow. 
1909-1910 : Captain David Sneddon, V.D., Kilmarnock. 
1910-1923 : Duncan McNaught, LL.D., Kilmaurs. 
1923-1927 : Sir Robert Bruce, D.L., LL.D., Glasgow. 
1927-1930 : Sir Joseph Dobbie, S.S.C., Edinburgh. 
1930-1933 : Sir Alexander Gibb, G.B.E., C.B., London. 
1933-1937 : Ninian Macwhannell, F.R.I.B.A., Glasgow. 
1937-1943 : M. H. McKerrow, F.S.A.Scot., Dumfries. 
1943-1946 : John S. Clarke, J.P., Glasgow. 
1946-1948 : Sir Patrick Dollan, D.L., LL.D., J.P., Glasgow. 
1948-1950 : Thomas B. Goudie, Hamilton. 
1950-1951 : John McVie, O.B.E., M.S.M., Edinburgh. 
1951-1952 : James R. Crawford, F.S.A.Scot., Norwich. 
1952-1953 : J. Kevan McDowatl, F.S.A.Scot., Glasgow. 
1953-1954 : John W. Oliver, M.A., D.Litt., Edinburgh. 
1954-1955 : A. Wilson Boyle, C.A., Ayr. 
1955-1956 : John E. Barbour, Bristol. 
1956-1957 : Alex Macmillan, M.A., Ed.B., Irvine. 
1957-1958 : James B. Hardie, F.I.A.C., Glasgow. 
1958·1959 : A. Neil Campbell, F.C.C.S., Edinburgh. 
1959-1960 : Fred J. Belford, M.A., F.E.I.S., Edinburgh. 
1960-1961 : Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., Glasgow. 
1961-1962 : H. George McKerrow, J.P., Dumfries. 
1962-1963 : Anderson Wilson, Worksop, Notts. 
1963-1964 : W. J. King Gillies, Edinburgh. 
1964-1965 : Samuel W. Love, Glasgow. 
1965·1966 : Dr. James S. Montgomerie, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H .. 

F.S.A.Scot., Sunderland. 
1966-1967 : George Vallance, Cumnock. 
1967·1968 : Dr. J. I. Taylor, M.B., Ch.B., Sheffield. 
1968-1969 : Robert Donaldson, Glasgow. 
1969-1970 : Daniel J. Mclldowie. J.P., Dunblane. 
1970-1971 : Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., Edinburgh. 



List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has 
been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1931 Ha wick 

1894 Glasgow 1932 Stirling 

1895 Dundee 1933 London 

1896 Kilmarnock 1934 Glasgow 

1897 Greenock 1935 Ayr and Kilmarnock 

1898 Mauchline 1936 Elgin 

1899 Dumfries 1937 Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

1900 Kilmarnock 1938 Dumfries 

1901 Glasgow 1940-46 Glasgow 

1902 Greenock 1947 Dunoon 

1903 Edinburgh 1948 Stirling 

1904 Stirling 1949 Mauchline 

1905 Hamilton 1950 Bristol 

1906 Kilmarnock 1951 Montrose 

1907 Sunderland 1952 Norwich 

1908 St. Andrews 1953 Paisley 'I 

1909 Dunfermline 1954 Sheffield ii 

1910 Lanark 1955 Edinburgh 

1911 Glasgow 1956 Cheltenham 

1912 Carlisle 1957 Aberdeen 

1913 Galashiels 1958 Harrogate 

1915-19 Glasgow 1959 Ayr 

1920 London 1960 Glasgow 

1921 Dunfermline 1961 Dumfries 

1922 Birmingham 1962 Durham 

1923 Ayr 1963 Stirling 

1924 Dumfries 1964 London 

1925 Edinburgh 1965 Hamilton 

1926 Perth 1966 Troon 

1927 Derby 1967 Sheffield 

1928 Aberdeen 1968 Falkirk 

1929 Troon 1969 Southport 

1930 Greenock 1970 Arbroath 
1971 Coventry 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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96 CONSTITUTION AND RULES 

CONSTITUTION AND RULES 

Name. 

I. The Association shall be called "The Burns Federation," 
with headquarters at Kilmarnock. 

Objects. 

2. The objects of the Federation shall be-

(a) To encourage Societies and Movements who honour 
Robert Burns. 

(b) To strengthen the bond of fellowship among members 
of Burns Clubs and kindred Societies all over the 
world. 

(c) To keep alive the old Scottish Tongue. 
(d) To encourage and arrange School Children's Compe. 

titions in order to stimulate the teaching and study 
of Scottish history, literature, art and music. 

(e) To stimulate the development of Scottish literature, 
art and music. 

(/) To mark with suitable inscriptions, repair, or renew 
memorials of Robert Burns and his contemporaries. 

Membership. 

3. (a) The Federation shall consist of-
(1) Federated Clubs and kindred Societies. 
(2) Associate members. 

Burns Clubs and kindred Societies may be admitted to the Federa· 
tion by the Executive Committee on application in writing to the 
Hon. Secretar;, enclosing a copy of their Constitution and Rules 
and List of Office-bearers. Such applications shall be considered 
by the Executive Committee at its next meeting. 

(b) Burns Clubs and Societies shall be grouped into Districts 
as shown in the subjoined Schedule, but those on the borders of 
Districts may elect to which District they wish to belong, subject to 
the agreement of the Executive Committee. 

(c) Ladies or gentlemen, whether or not they are members of 
a federated Club or Society, may become Associate Members of 
the Federation on application in writing to the Hon. Secretary. 
Such applications shall be considered by the Executive Committee 
at its next meeting. They shall not be represented on the Executive 
Committee, but shall have the right to attend at Conferences of 
the Council, without voting powers. 
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(d) Ladies or gentlemen who have rendered conspicuous service 
to the Burns movement may be elected by the Council to the position 
of Honorary President on the recommendation of the Executive 
Committee. 

Council. 

4. The Council shall consist of the Hon. Presidents; Executive 
Committee; Associate Members; and members of each Club and 
kindred Society of whom three will be elected to vote on any 
business conducted. 

Conference of the Council. 

S. (a) The Annual Conference of the Council shall be held, 
at such place as may be arranged, on the second Saturday of 
September, when the Annual Reports shall be submitted and 
Office-bearers elected for the ensuing year.-Only in exceptional 
circumstances may this date be varied. 

(b) Oubs and Societies outwith the United Kingdom may be 
represented by proxy at the Conference. 

(c) Nominations for Offices shall be made by the Executive 
Committee or by Clubs and Societies. The Executive Committee 
shall have power to make interim appointments. 

(d) Nominations of Office-bearers, Intimation of Election of 
District Representatives and Notices of Motion shall be lodged 
in writing with the Hon. Secretary not later than the first Saturday 
in June. · 

(e) The Agenda of the Conference and the Annual Reports 
shall be issued to the Clubs and Societies by the Ron. Secretary 
not less than one month before the Conference. 

6. (a) The Executive Committee shall consist of-

(1) The President, Vice-Presidents, Past Presidents, Hon. Secre
tary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Hon. 
Convener of Schools Competitions, and Hon. Assistant Secretary. 

(2) The offices of Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer may be 
combined. 

(b) All office-bearers shall retire annually, but shall be eligible 
for re-election. 
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98 CONSTITUTION AND RULES 

( c) District Representative members who shall be elected annually 
by Districts on the basis of one member for the first five Clubs, 
and one member for every additional ten Clubs in each District; 
but for Overseas Districts, one Club in each shall qualify for 
admission as a District. If a District fails to elect a representative 
member, the Executive Committee may fill the vacancy at its October 
meeting. 

Meetings of the Executive Committee. 
7. (a) The Executive Committee shall conduct the business of 

the Federation. It shall meet on the third Saturday of October, 
December, March and June. Only in exceptional circumstances 
may these dates be varied. The place of each meeting shall be 
fixed at the previous meeting. 

(b) The Hon. Secretary shall give at least one week's notice of 
meetings, along with the Agenda. 

(c) Notices of motion and other business to appear on the 
Agenda should reach the Hon. Secretary at least a fortnight before 
the meeting. 

(d) Special meetings may be held on a written request to the 
Hon. Secretary signed by not fewer than ten members of the Com· 
mittee and stating the business to be considered. 

(e) Ten shall form a quorum at meetings. 

Standing Sub-Committees. 
8. (a) Standing Sub-Committees may be appointed by the 

Executive Committee. They shall be appointed annually and shall 
consist of such members as may be considered necessary. They 
shall have power to co-opt additional members. 

(b) The President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer shall be ex officiis members of all Standing Sub-Com
mittees. 

(c) Five shall form a quorum at meetings. 
(d) The Sub-Committee on Finance shall meet prior to all 

Executive Quarterly Meetings. AU other Sub-Committees shall 
meet as may be arranged. 

Subscriptions. 
9. (a) Each Club, or Society, on admission to the Federation, 

shall pay a registration fee of Three Pounds. 
(b) The Annual Subscription shall be Three Pounds or such 

other sum as the Executive Committee shall decide. 
(c) Clubs in arrear with their subscriptions shall not be entitled 

to be represented at the Annual Conference of the Council. 
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(d) Clubs failing to pay their subscriptions for two consecutive 
years shall cease to be members of the Federation, but may be 
re-affiliated, at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 

(e) The annual subscription for the Associate Members shall be 
One Pound or such other sum as the Executive Committee may 
decide; this shall include the cost of a copy of the Burns Chronicle. 

Finance. 

10. (a) The Bank Account shall be kept in the name of the 
Federation and shall be operated by the Hon. Treasurer for the 
time being, and one member of the Sub-Committee on Finance. 
Deposit Receipts shall be taken out in the name of the Federation, 
to be drawn on the endorsement of the President, Vice-Presidents, 
Hon. Secretary, and Hon. Treasurer, or any two of them. AU 
other securities, investments and properties shall be held in the 
names of the President, Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer, and their successors in office, as Trustees for the 
Federation. 

(b) No accounts shall be paid without the authority of the 
Sub-Committee on Finance, which shall submit a report to the 
Quarterly Meetings of the Executive Committee. 

Honorary Secretary. 

11. The Hon. Secretary shall keep the Minute Book of the 
Federation, in which shall be recorded the proceedings of all 
Council, Executive and Sub-Committee Meetings. He shall conduct 
the correspondence of the Federation, convene all meetings and 
issue Diplomas of Membership. He shall submit to the Executive 
Committee the Annual Report on the year's transactions for 
submission to the Conference of the Council. 

Honorary Treasurer. 

12. The Hon. Treasurer shall have charge of all monies paid 
to the Federation, and shall pay all accounts authorised by the 
Sub-Committee on Finance. He shall prepare a statement of his 
accounts for the year to 30th April, which shall be audited by duly 
appointed Auditors, who shall not be members of the Executive 
Committee. 

Publications. 

13. (a) The Scottish Literature Committee shall advise the 
Executive Committee on policy in connection with any publications 
issued by the Federation. · 

(b) The Burns Chronicle shalJ be the official publication of the 
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Federation and shall be published annually, not later than lst 
January, at such price as the Executive Committee may decide. It 
shall contain a Directory of the Clubs and Societies on the roll of 
the Federation, reports of the transactions of the Federation and 
of affiliated Clubs and Societies during the previous year, and such 
literary matter and illustrations as may be decided by the Hon. 
Editor. 

(c) The Hon. Editor shall be responsible for the publication of 
the Burns Chronicle, and shall submit annually a report on the 
latest issue. 

(cl) Estimates for the printing of all publications shall be 
approved by the Sub-Committee on Finance. 

Schools Competitions 

14. The Hon. Convenor of Schools Competitions shall give 
assistance to affiliated Clubs and Societies in the organisation of 
their competitions, and shall endeavour to co-ordinate the efforts 
of the various Clubs. He shall submit annually a report on the 
Competitions organised by the Clubs and by the Federation. 

Benefits. 

15. (a) Each Club and Society on affiliation, shall be supplied 
gratis with the Charter of Membership of the Federation. 

(b) On application to the Hon. Secretary, members of affiliated 
Clubs shall be entitled to receive a Pocket Diploma on payment 
of the requisite price. 

(c) On application to the Hon. Secretary, Associate Members 
and members of affiliated Clubs and Societies shall be entitled to 
receive a Burns Federation Badge, on payment of Three Shillings 
and Six Pence. 

(cl) Affiliated Clubs and Societies shall be entitled to be supplied 
gratis with one copy of the Burns Chronicle. 

(e) Members of affiliated Clubs and Societies and Associate 
Members shall be entitled to be supplied with copies of all works 
published by the Federation, at such discount as may be fixed by 
the Executive Committee. 

16. No alteration shall be made to the "Constitution and Rules" 
except at the Conference of the Council, and then only by a two
thirds majority of those entitled to vote. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS 

(See Article No. 6c of "Constitution") 

I. Ayrshire. 
II. Edinburgh. 

III. Glasgow. 
IV. Dunbarton, Argyll, and Bute Shires. 
V. Fife. 

VI. Lanarkshire. 
VII. Lothians (Mid and East) and Borders. 

VIII. Lothian (West). 
IX. Renfrewshire. 
X. Stirling, Oackmannan, and West Perth Shires. 

XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross. 
XII. Northern Scottish Counties. 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties. 
XIV. London and South-Eastern England. 

Essex, Hertford, Middlesex, Berks., Buckingham, 
Oxford, Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex, Kent. 

XV. North-Eastern England. 
Northumberland, Durham. 

XVI. North-Western England. 
Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire. 

XVll. Yorkshire. 
XVIII. North and East Midlands of England. 

XIX. West Midlands of England. 
XX. South-Western England. 

Hereford, Gloucester, Wilts., Somerset, Dorset, Devon, 
Cornwall, Monmouth. 

XXI. Wales. 
XXII. Ireland. 

XXIII. Africa. 
XXIV. Australia. 
XXV. New Zealand. 

XXVI. Canada. 
XXVII. India. 

XXVIII. United States of America. 
XXIX. Europe. 
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102 LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire-34 Clubs: 3 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 592 Benwhat 
35 Dairy 593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
45 Curnnock 632 Symington 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 664 West Kilbride 

173 Irvine 671 St. Andrew's Cronies 
179 Daiily Jolly Beggars (Irvine) 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Assoc. 681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
252 Alloway 728 Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton 
274 Troon 772 Pr~stwick 
275 Ayr 773 Curnnock Cronies 
288 Beith Caledonia 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
310 Mauchline 815 B.M.K. (Netherton), 
349 "Howff," Kilmarnock Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 821 Ayr Masonic 
370 Dundonald 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
377 Kilbimie Rosebery 892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
500 New Cumnock 900 Irvine Valley Bums Club 
568 Darvel 906 Ayrshire Constabulary 
Secretary: Thos. Anderson, 36 Linfem Avenue East, Kilmarnock. 

II. Edinburgh-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

22 Edinburgh 
124 Ninety 
212 Portobello 
198 Gorebridge 
293 Newcraighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 

Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 

340 Balerno Burns Club 
341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Assoc. 
398 Colinton 
516 The Airts Burns Club 
825 Clarinda Ladies 

Secretary: R. A. B. McLaren, 11 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh, 9 

m. 
7 Thistle 

Glasgow-15 Oubs: 2 Members 

153 Scottish 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyf ord 
72 Partick . 
74 National Bums Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
282 Burns Bowling Association 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 

Secretary: Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., 82 West Nile Street, 
Glasgow, C.1. 
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IV. Dunbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-6 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 580 Cumbrae 
10 Dumbarton 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbarton-

766 Glencoe and District shire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: Donald Ferguson, Cardean, Gartocham, by Alexandria 

V. Fife-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

326 Bingry Jolly Beggars Ladies 
350 Markinch 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, 

Kirkcaldy 
Secretary: 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 
Beggars 

803 Bowhill People's Club 
832 Lochore "Lea Rig" 
884 Fife Burns Association 

VI. Lanarkshire-22 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
121 Hamilton Junior Bums Club 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary 

Campbell 
388 Kyle (Shotts) Ladies 
392 Whiffiet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 

547 Coalburn Jolly Beggars 
577 Dalserf and Clydesdale 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
614 Bellshill Caledonian Burns 

Club 
637 Larkhall Applebank 
761 Kirkton Bonnie Jean, 

Carluke 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
885 Motherwell and Wishaw 
889 G.E.C./A.E.I. Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 

Secretary: Abe Train, 71 Woodside Cres., Newmains, Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and East Lothian and Borders-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

5 Ercildoune 
96 Jedburgh 

187 Galashiels Bums Club 
199 Newbattle and District 
239 Hawick 

Secretary: 

740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent "25" 
839 Coldstream 
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VIII. West Lothian-

Secretary: 

IX. Renfrewshire-10 Clubs: I Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

176 Renfrew Burns Club 
190 Port-Glasgow 

209 Greenock St. John's 
430 Gourock 
472 Renfrewshire, B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 

Secretary: Robert Miller, ES.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street 
Greenock. 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perthshire-32 Clubs: 
3Members 

4 Callander 
37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
510 I.C.I., Grangemoutb 
543 Abbey Craig 
620 Muirhead 
630 Coalsnaugbton 
646 Clear Winding Devon. Alva 
648 Carron Bridge, Kilsytb 
657 Fallin Burns Club 
665 Gartmom Ladies 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tillicoultry 

741 Plean 
169 Robert Bruce 

(Clackmannan) 
781 Ocbil View 
795 Longcroft, Bonnybridge and 

District 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 

West Perthshire 
827 Zetland Ward Community, 

Grangemouth 
833 Alloa "Crown" 
849 Jean Armour, Sauchie 
852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars 
865 Foresters Arms 
876 Tullibody Working Men's 

Bums Club 
891 Fallin Miners Welfare 
895 WestertonArmsBumsClub 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Alloa. 

XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 242 Montrose 
42 Stratheam 360 Lochee, Dundee 
76 Brechin 627 Kinross 
82 Arbroath 659 Dundee Burns Society 

Secretary: R. V. Fairweather, 5 St. Mary's Road. Montrose. 
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XII. Northern Scottish Counties-11 Clubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 

691 Inverness 
698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
835 Lochaber 
897 Glenbervie 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen. 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties-17 Clubs: 2 Members 

105 

112 Dumfries Howff 
217 Eskdale 

530 Southern Scottish Counties 

226 Dumfries 
323 Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 
437 Dumfries Ladies 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 

B.C.A. 
536 Whithom 
562 Castle Douglas 
626 Moffat and District 
629 Sanquhar 
660 The Langholm Ladies 
693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
730 Wigtown 
818 Dalbeattie and District 

Secretary: Mrs. M. Coulson, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries. 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Soc. 
570 Scottish Clans Assoc. of 

London 
617 Reading and District Cal. 

Assoc. 

663 Bournemouth and District 
Cal. Soc. 

719 Chelmsford and District 
Scottish Society 

743 Romford Scottish Assoc. 
788 Harlow and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: A. F. Robertson, 30 Dorset Court, 211-213 Kingsway, 
Hove, Sussex B.N.3.4.F.D. 

XV. North-Eastern England-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 759 Sunderland and District 
158 Darlington Cal. Soc. 
534 Bedlington and District 775 Hartlepools Cal. Soc. 
696 Whitley Bay 796 Gateshead and District St. 
699 Choppington Andrew's Society 
744 Durham and District 898 Peterlee and District 

Cal. Soc. Cal. Soc. 
745 Northumberland and 901 Cramlington Burns Club 

Durham Cal. Soc. 
Secretary: John D. McBain, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland. 

'J 
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XVI. North-Western England-14 Oubs: 1 Member 

71 Carlisle 674 Manchester and Salford 
95 Bolton Cal. Assoc. 

236 Whitehaven 753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Soc. Society 
366 Liverpool 754 Thornton Cleveleys and 
417 Burnley and District Dist. Scottish Society 
436 Wainey Jolly Beggars Ladies 780 Isle of Man Cal. Soc. 
572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 834 St. Andrews Soc. 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Soc. (Altrincham, Sale & Dist) 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, 
Bolton, Lanes. 

XVII. Yorkshire-12 Oubs: 1 Member 

548 Leeds Cal. Soc. 
551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
722 Bridlington Cal. Society 
763 Wakefield Cal. Soc. 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. 

Soc. 

812 The St. Andrew's Society of 
Bradford 

836 Homsea and District 
880 Otley and District 
894 Beverly and District 
905 Keighley and District 

Secretary: Stanley Mcintosh, "Moy House," 79 Cross Lane, 
Scarborough. 

XVIII. North and East Midlands ofEngland-23 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Soc. 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
405 Sheffield Cal. Soc. 
439 Barnsley Scottish Soc. 
454 Rotherham 
461 Leicester Cal. Soc. 
556 Doncaster Cal. Soc. 
563 Norfolk Cal. Soc. 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Soc. 

746 Grimsby and District Cal. 
Soc. 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Soc. 
854 North-EastMidlandsAssoc. 

of Scottish Societies 
861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 
862 Market Rasen and District 

Scottish Association 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
878 Worksop Bums and Cal. 

Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
903 Newhall, Burton-on-Trent 

Bums Club 

Secretary: J.E. Inglis, •Gtentress,' Halloughton Road, Southwell, 
Notts. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS 107 

XIX. West Midlands of England-11 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 707 Malvern Scots Club 
296 Walsall 751 Worcester Scots Society 
553 Wolverhampton 777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
559 Coventry Cal. Soc. 845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 
661 Leamington and Warwick 881 Rugeley and District 

Cal. Soc. Burns Club 
683 Stratford upon Avon and 

District Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, Coventry. 

XX. South-Western England-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 721 Plymouth Burns Club 
446 Herefordshire 758 Bath and District Cal. Soc. 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Soc. 774 Gloucester Scottish Soc. 
535 Plymouth and District Cal. 899 Portsmouth 

Soc. 

Secretary: Mrs. Dora Dodd, 7 The Dell, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 

XXI. Wales-1 Club: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 

XXII. Ireland-1 Club: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 904 Star of Bums, Lame 

Secretary: 

XXIII. Mrica-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

873 Ndola Tam o' Shanter 
896 Sierra Leone 

XXIV. Australia-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

511 Perth 
523 Highland Society of N.S.W. 
566 Scottish Soc. and Bums Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
716 Royal Caledonian Society of 

Melbourne 

726 Melbourne 
863 Ballarat and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
864 Bumei Burns Club, 

Tasmania 
869 Port Adelaide Men's Club 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 

XXV. New Zealand-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
497 St. Andrew (Wellington) 

851 Auckland Bums Assoc. 
860 Southland Bums Club 

I: 

'I 
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:XXVI. Canada-15 Clubs: 1 Member 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Soc. 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) 
443 Burns Club of Victoria (B.C.) 
476 Border Cities (Ont.) 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean 

Armour 

710 The Burns Society of 
Toronto 

841 Robert Burns Association 
of Montreal 

842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

877 Montreal Cal. Soc. 
888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 

XXVIl. lndia-1 Club: 1 Member 

355 Calcutta 

:xxvm. U.S.A.-14 Oubs: 2 Members 

220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 
320 Troy 
354 Royal Order of Scottish 

Clans 
413 San Francisco St. Andrew's 

Soc. 

453 Philadelphia Ladies' 
Auxiliary 

518 Ye Auld Cronies, Ohio 
557 Atlanta Ladies 
594 Cuyahoga County B.C. 
597 The Burns Society of the 

City of New York 
701 Detroit 
826 North Carolina 
870 Massachussetts 

Secretar': Howard D. Whinnery, 560 Fourth Avenue, North Troy, 
New York, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe-I Club: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF COUNCIL 

LECTURE THEATRE No. 3, 
SCIENCE BUILDINGS, MAIN SITE, 

UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK, 
GIBBETI HILL ROAD, 

CoVENTRY. 
11th September, 1971. 

The Annual Conference of the Burns Federation was held here today at 
9.30a.m. 

The President, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., occupied the chair, and was accom
panied by Mr. Matthew McLauchlan, Knottingley, and Mr. Charles C. Easton, 
F.S.A., Aberdeen, and the officials. 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES REPRESENTED 

The figures in brackets denote the number of delegates who handed in their 
cards. Others who omitted to do so brought the number present to about 198. 

0 Kilmarnock Bums Club (2), 1 London Bums Club (3), 9 Royalty Bums 
Club (1), 11 Chesterfield and District Caledonian Society (1), 14 Dundee Burns 
Club (l), 21 Greenock Burns Club (2), 22 Edinburgh Burns Club (1), 36 Rosebery 
Burns Club, Glasgow (2), 40 Aberdeen Bums Club (3), 55 Derby Scottish Associ· 
ation and Burns Club (1), 68 Sandyford (Glasgow) Burns Club (3), 89 Sunderland 
Bums Club (3), 95 Bolton Burns Club (3), 112 Dumfries Howff Bums Club (3), 
158 Darlington Bums Association (2), 169 Glasgow and District Burns Associ
ation (2), 173 Irvine Bums Club (1), 192 Ayrshire Association of Bums Clubs (3), 
198 Gorebridge Burns Club (3}, 217 EskdaleBurns Club (1), 226 Dumfries Burns 
Club (3), 252 Alloway Bums Club (1), 263 Glasgow Masonic Bums Club (3), 
275 Ayr Burns Club (2), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association (3), 314 Edinburgh 
Scottish Burns Club (3), 360 Lochee Bums Club (2), 365 Catrine Bums Club (1), 
370 Dundonald Burns Club (2), 378 Edinburgh and District Bums Club Associ
ation (2), 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell Bums Club (1), 393 Annan Ladies' 
Burns Club (3), 405 Sheffield Caledonian Society (2), 437 Dumfries Ladies' No. 1 
Bums Club (3), 454 Rotherham and District Scottish Society (l), 461 Leicester 
Caledonian Society (3), 492 Harrow Caledonian Society (1 ), 503 Dunblane Bums 
Club (1), 520 Uddingston Lochlic Ladies (3), 530 Southern Scottish Counties 
Bums Association (3), 548 Leeds Caledonian Society (3), 559 Coventry Caledon
ian Society (2), 566 Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia (1), 570 Scottish 
Clans Association of London (1 ), 578 Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs (1 ), 
630 Coalsnaughton Burns Club (3), 632 Symington Burns Club (3), 659 Dundee 
Burns Society (1), 660 Langholm Ladies' Bums Club (3), 661 Leamington Spa 
and Warwick Caledonian Society (2), 679 Tullibody and Cambus Burns Club (2), 
681 Kilmarnock Cronies Burns Club (3), 706 North Lindsay Scots Association 
(1 ), 718 St. Andrew Society of York (l ), 719 Chelmsford Scottish Association (1), 
720 Retford and District Caledonian Society (1). 721 Plymouth Bums Oub (3), 
744 Durham and District Caledonian Society (2), 759 Sunderland and District 
Caledonian Society (2) 777 Nuneaton and District Scottish Society (2), 808 
Pontefract and District Caledonian Society (3), 809 Allanton Jolly Beggars (1), 
811 Logangate Burns Oub (2), 822 Mansfield Caledonian Society (2), 824 Stirling, 
Clackmannan and West Perthshire Area (2), 825 Edinburgh Ladies (I), 839 
Coldstream Burns Club (1), 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter (3), 854 North East 
Midlands Association of Scottish Societies (2), 872 East Midlands Scottish 
Societies (1), 894 Beverley and District Caledonian Society (2), 897 Glenbervie 
Burns Memorials Association (1 ). 

In welcoming the delegates, Mrs. Burgoyne made special mention of a young 
lady from Australia, Miss Bronwyn Bryant, who is a direct descendant ofBums's 
sister, Isabella, who became Mrs. John Begg. The President also conveyed 
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cD~ngratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Belford on having celebrated their 
iamond Wedding. 
The President th~n paid tribute to those who had died during her term of office: 

Mr. T. V(. Dalgleish; Mr. W. Coull Anderson; Mr. Alexander Maxwell of 
Lana_rkshire; ¥r. Ed¥ar f. Young, who a few years previously had been forced 
to "'.tthdraw his nomination as President for health reasons; Mr. James Fitz· 
patnck of the Coven~ry Tam o' Shanter Oub; and Mr. William Macfarlane, 
well-known as a gwde to coun~less parties in the Cumnock area. Mrs. 
Burgoyn~ also referre~ to the passing of Mrs. Mclldo>vie, wife of Mr. Daniel J. 
Mclldow1e, Past President. The Council observed a minute's silence in their 
memory. 

Mrs. Burgoyne said that Dr. Annie Dunlop, Hon. President of the Burns 
Federation, was no"'. permanently_in the old folks home, which had originally 
been her own beautiful house which she had gifted for this purpose. It was 
agreed a message be sent to Dr. Dunlop, expressing regret at her absence 

.Apologies f<;>r absence were intimated from Provost Ernest Robertson: Dum
fnes; Mrs. Eltzabeth Dunlop, Bolton; Mr. George McKerrow Dumfries· and 
Mr. Andrew Y. Crawford, Edinburgh. ' ' 

Greetings were received from Mr. Alex. Johnstone, Australia, and Mr. Fred C. 
Jordan, Torrance Masonic Bums Club, and congratulatozy telegrams were 
received by Mrs. Burgoyne from Dumfries; by Mr. Alex. Cook from Dollar 
Burns Club and Coalsnaughton Burns Club; and by Mr. Matthew McLauchlan 
from McLauchlan Group (Assoc. Companies) and from Pontefract and District 
Caledonian Society. 

l\.:IlNUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Adoption of the Minutes of the previous meeting was moved by Mr. Tom 
Anderson, Kilmarnock, and unanimously approved. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., presented 
the annual report. 

Refreshed from the friendliness of the Arbroath Conference we of the Burns 
Federation were severely jolted back into realism with the loss of three stalwarts 
in the Burns world-Tom Dalgleish our internationally-known former Honor
ary Secretary and Treasurer; Alexander Maxwell, ex-President of the Lanark
shire Burns Clubs Association; and William Coull Anderson, Honorary 
President of the Federation. To write on Tom Dalgleish would merit a 
writing too extensive for this report but might I say, simply and sincerely, that 
we shall all miss him. As big as he was in spirit and physique, so big is the space 
in our ranks with his departure. May I be allowed one story? During the last 
months of his life, Big Tam and I met daily. He still loved his dram but wouldn't 
join me in the more copious measures of beer for he claimed he was now 'just 
like a wee splurgie dug amang the dockens!' Wonderfully descriptive and 
typical of the man. . 

The loss of Alex. Maxwell is another blow, for the Bums movement flounshes 
not only on the quality of its Executive but on the enthusiasm, hard work an,d 
faith of the individual clubs and associations of clubs. Mr. ~a:r-;yell s 
contribution lay in these necessary fields of personal contact and tndiVIdual 
membership recruitment without which we could not exist. We would hope that 
the present generation and its successors will produce men of Alex. Maxwell's 
mould. 

William Coull Anderson exemplified another aspect of the Bums movement 
--a member of the Bums Family whose love and loyalty to Burns and the 
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Federation will l~ve a permanent memorial in his founding and endowing of 
the William Coull ~derson 'Bums Genealogical Society'. We would cherish 
all three for their enthusiasm and fellowship and remember them best by con
tinuing the work which was so dear to them. 

On a happier note. we all join in congratulating Provost Ernest Robertson 
in his being awarded the O.B.E. in the recent list of awards. 

In reviewing our achievements of the past year, it has been especially 
delightful to be guided and controlled by our first lady President. It is 
especially pleasing to report that Mrs. Burgoyne's scholarly and perfect 
translation of Hans Hecht's 'Robert Burns' will be reprinted during her term of 
office. We are greatly indebted to Messrs. Cedric Chivers who within the space 
of twelve months have acted on our suggestion and published the work
surely a record of its kind! The Federation will act as agents for Messrs. 
Chivers and confirmation of orders for the book would be welcomed. 

Down under, Mr. Alex. Johnstone must be a happy man. His proposal for 
a scheme to promote overseas tours has been accepted and an account opened 
to encourage overseas travel by officers of the Federation. In support of this 
enquiries are being made about the formation of a travel section within the 
Federation so that members might participate in travelling abroad, combining 
personal vacation and contact with the Burns movement in other countries. 

In what has been another happy year, perhaps my own deepest sense of 
satisfaction comes from anticipating the 1971 Coventry Conference visit to 
Stratford-on-Avon. Nothing but good can come of the meeting between the 
Shakespeare and Burns associations and I have no doubt that the activities and 
work of the Federation will come as a surprise to our Shakespearean 
colleagues. Despite the activities and accomplishments of the Federation, 
countless Scots are in ignorance of the Federation and, mirabile dictu, as many 
teachers do not know of the 200,000 school children who annually enter the 
Schools Competition. Perhaps our attentions ought to be directed at the 
teaching profession in whose hands lie the telling and interpretation of the works 
of Shakespeare and Bums. Teaching by rote; treating in isolation; illustrating 
within small compass; and speaking without burning enthusiasm have turned 
many generations of school children away from the genius of Shakespeare and 
Burns. I pay tribute to those dedicated dominies whose vital and visionary 
interpretations have brought Shakespeare to life, and would wish that other 
teachers would concentrate on Bums the poet rather than further confuse 
and distort an already over-hazed biography. Long may we represent the 
universality of Shakespeare and the humanity of Bums; we each of us could 
spend our lives on causes much less worthwhile. 

Thus the year has passed, and thus we look to the next twelve months-to 
both of these I'll charge my glass within the antiquity of the 'Windmill', 
Stratford-on-Avon. 

Membership 
It is somewhat encouraging that, after a lifetime of eighty-se".en years, the 

Burns Federation still musters some 320 clubs. In the world of literature such 
longevity and popularity is unique in an organisation which neither enjoys 
nor wants any form of grant-in-aid, preferring to work for its accomp!ishments 
and inspirations. As varied as are the members of the movement, so diverse are 
the individual clubs-many meeting monthly, others only organising formal 
functions; many restricted to male members, some to female enthusiasts; others 
again gaining ground by offering open membership; some clubs meet in simple 
howffs; others in the most ornate banqueting halls over the world; some clubs 
are total abstainers, others take a dram; a few 'eat in French', many rejoice in 
the flavour of saut herrin' or 'stovies'. All, however, are bound in the 
fellowship of Bums' message of love and compassion. It is fitting, therefore, 
that in the coming year we shall be attempting to foster our ideals in the 
Caledonian Societies in England and Australia (for a start). In foreign climes 
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the kilt can delight but it must have a culture to sustain it-hence our emphasis 
on the literature and language of Scotland. Would that every Caledonian 
Society had both a Country Dancing and a Scottish Literature (or Bums Oub) 
convener. We shall strive towards that end. Meantime, the membership at 
present stands at: 
Number of clubs on roll as at October, 1970 325 
Lapsed or disbanded 9 

Affiliated 
Cramlington Bums Club 
Newmarket Burns Club 
Newhall Burns Club 
'Star of Burns' Burns Club, Larne 
Keighley & District Caledonian Society 
Ayrshire Constabulary Literary & Debating Society 

Quarterly Meetings 

316 

6 

322 

During the year the following Quarterly Meetings were held: October, 1970; 
March, 1971-Kilmarnock; December, 1970-Glasgow; June, 1971-Dumfries. 

Memorials Committee 
The word, 'enthusiasm'. has been used already in this report but it is 

descriptive entirely of Past-President George Vallance, Convener of the Memorials 
Sub-Committee. This Committee, so ably led, is appointed to 'mark with 
suitable descriptions, repair or renew memorials of Robert Burns and his 
contemporaries'. To this end Mr. Vallance's report will illustrate the work 
accomplished but mention should be made by me of two points-the approaching 
target of £10,000 set two years ago for the Bums House Museum, Mauchline, 
and the use of a National Sign to mark places of Burnsian interest. £10,000 in 
addition to our other work is quite an achievement and most of the credit is due 
to Tom Dalgleish whose last money-spinning idea this was. We are indebted 
to the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association for their design and 
manufacture of the National Sign. 

Jean Armour Burns Houses 
The National Memorial Homes, and the Glasgow & District Bums 

Association continue in their way to provide excellent accommodation 
for deserving people from the Burns world. The 'Mauchline Belles' of the latter 
houses continue to flourish and, entertained now by colour television donated 
by the Cuyahoga County Burns Club, Ohio, enjoy their well-earned spot of 
comfort and affection. No memorial could have been nearer to Burns' heart and 
donations to the Jean Armour Burns Houses and financial support for its future 
will be gladly accepted by their Hon. Treasurer, Mr. A. Neil Campbell, F.c.1.s., 
141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh EHlO SPP. 

Schools Competitions 
The politics of education have caused our worthy conveners no little trouble. 

National Governments have their favourite system of education and large local 
authorities add to the flavour of change and experiment. Fred Belford grieves 
the reduction of School Competitors to some 150,000 under his aegis; joint 
Convener Albert Finlayson eases the situation by referring to the competitions 
organised by clubs-so that some 200,000 school children reading Scotitsh 
literature, reciting Scottish poetry, singing Scottish songs or playing Scottish 
music is to me-all in competition-a wonderful achievement. 
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Cubs in Arrears 
Club Name Years in Arrears 
No. 

Greenloaning \\ .. 
1 2 3 

116 x 
121 Hamilton Junior x 
176 Renfrew Burns Club x 
199 Newbattle x 
242 Montrose . \ x 
288 Beith Caledonia .. ' x 
326 Bingry x 
340 Balerno x 
344 Ladysmith · . . . • x 
354 Royal Clan, Mass., U.S.A. x 
444 Swansea . . . . x 
497 Wellington, N.Z. x 
547 Coalburn .. x 
516 Fort Matilda x 
582 Higginsneuk x 
592 Benwbat .. x 
620 Muirhead x 
629 Sanquhar x 
657 Fallin .. x 
707 Malvern .. x 
758 Bath .. x 
766 Glencoe x 
774 Glouceste; · x 
781 Ochil View x 
788 Harlow x 
795 Longcron: Bonnybridge' &. Disi~ict x 
813 Tranent 25 .. .. .. x 
827 Zetland Ward x 
832 Loch ore x 
833 Alloa .. x 
836 Homsea .. x 
863 Ballarat x 
869 Port Adel~ide x 
877 Montreal .. x 
884 Fife Burns Associ~tion : : x 
891 Fallin x 

15 7 14 

Bums Chronicle 
Let us not be complacent. The complete edition of 2,500 volumes has been 

sold out but this is a figure reduced some years ago because of lack of support. 
Like Editor Jimmie Veitch, I shan't rest until it is self-supporting. Let me thank 
all those who have supported us this year and seek their further support in the 
coming years. Without the few enthusiasts, the Bums Society of the City of New 
York, and the universities we should be a sorry lot. From its beginnings in 1891 
to the present day, the Chronicle is the key-note of Burns' studies. Many of 
today's pot-boilers are re-hashes of Chronicle articles but none of them will 
match its bibliographical quality. It is worthy of further support. As a means 
of publicity, may I point out that the Dumfries Burns Club charge a subscription 
of £1 per annum, evezy member thus getting his personal copy; the Howff Club, 

f J 
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Kilmarnock, and others I'm sure, buy copies for all Committee members; other 
Clubs purchase spare copies as small prizes; some again donate additional copies 
to schools. If the 1972 edition is to be increased. please indicate your support in 
the only practical way. 

Scottish National Dictionary 
Somewhere in my reading I have seen that the Burns Federation would 

attempt to raise £11,000 towards the cost of publishing the Scottish National 
Dictionary. Our last annual report showed that £3,083 had been donated but 
the Editor of the Dictionary writes me that Burnsians have to date contributed 
over £5,000. I can only take it that over the years and earlier than our own 
accounts, clubs must have made donations unknown to us. The end of this 
Herculean task is coming in sight with the recent publication of volume 8, part 2-
Selldt to Skar. For those who love Scotland, a subscription of £40 will obtain 
the whole dictionary; for those who dabble in financial investment, there is a 
gilt-edged quality in this work. It will never be repeated and the capital return 
in ten years will be a 'killing'. Cheques for the complete work, postal orders for 
encouragement to the Editor, Scottish National Dictionary Ltd., 27 George 
Square, Edinburgh, 8. 

Balance brought forward from last report 
Donations sent to the Hon. Secretary & Treasurer, Burns 

Federation: 
226 Dumfries Burns Club .. 

Miss N. J. Symons 
95 Bolton Burns Club 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club 
691 Inverness Bums Club 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 

Burns Federation 

Donations sent direct to the Scottish National Dictionary: 
Greenock Burns Club .. 
Bums Howff Club, Dumfries .. 
Belfast Burns Association 
Paisley Burns Club . . . . . • . . 
Edinburgh & District Burns Club Association 
Northumberland & Durham Caledonian Society 
Dumbarton Burns Club 
Hamilton Burns Club .. 
Bums Society of the City of New York 
Ayr Burns Club . . . . . . . . .. 
Edinburgh & District Burns Club Association 
Fraserburgh Bums Club 
Alloway Bums Club .. 
Retford & District Caledonian Society 
Aberdeen Bums Oub .. 
Sunderland Burns Oub 
Abbey Craig Bums Club 
Greenock Bums Club 
London Bums Club 

£3,083·62 

£5·00 
5·25 
5·25 
HO 
HO 
5·00 

100·00 

£3,208·32 

26·00 
5·00 
5·25 

10·00 
20·00 

3·00 
25·00 
15·00 
6·24 

10·00 
20·00 
10·00 
15-75 
7-50 
5·00 
2'10 
2·00 

28·00 
5-25 

£3,429·41 
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Scottish Literature Committee 
The gestation period of the three volumes in one new Scots Reader is akin 

to that of an elephant. But the elephant has many admirable qualities and I 
have no doubts about the success of the new work with its offering of Scottish 
verse and prose. We are only too grateful that we have in Alex. MacMillan 
and his Committee people so endowed with knowledge as to literature and with 
generosity as to the unl~ited time they give on our behalf. 

Conclusion 
If this report is somewhat different, I make no apology. Rather I would 

repeat my high hopes of the meeting of the Shakespeare and Bums worlds 
and trust that the outcome will be most fruitful. I admit to being selfish in 
that the 16th-17th century period of English literature is the period of my own 
studies and bibliographical work. When these interests are wedded to the love 
and study of Robert Burns then I am the most fortunate of men, who will be 
indulged by you on this occasion for my submitting a report so personal as this. 
But •.• and it is a big but, I have previously mentioned the age of the Bums 
Federation and I would remind aubs and members that, relatively soon, in 1985, 
we shall be celebrating our centenacy. Lest it be thought that too much warning 
is being given, let me say that there is so much feeling for our Annual Conference 
that we already received invitations up and down the country as far ahead as 
1976. Let us keep 1985 apart and celebrate it fittingly. The last word, however, 
is with our two inspirations: the plea of Shakespare-'Let me not the marriage 
of true minds admit impediments' and the answer of Bums-' And there's a hand 
my trusty fiere'. Let 1971 be writ large. 

BRIDGE REPORTS 
New Bridge 

Good condition. 

Auld Brig 
Good condition. There is an old crack in the downstream parapet near the 

the south span which should be re-pointed and observed. 

Allo\lay Bridge 
The remedial work carried out two years ago seems to be standing up all 

right, although some sections of rendering on the arch have come away. The 
arch is dry and there does not seem to be any sign of the old longitudinal crack 
under the downstream spandrel opening up again. There is slight spalling at 
the downstream south quarter which should be kept under observation. 

Auld Brig o' Doon 
Reasonable condition. Repointing and replacement of fallen stones should 

be continued. 

In presenting his report, Mr. Thomson said that the Hans Hecht reprint was 
now on sale and offered his congratulations to Mrs. Burgoyne. 

He also reported that Mrs. cOulson had now retired after being Secretary of 
the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association for 26 years, and that Mr. 
J. D. McBain, who had been Secretary of the North Eastern Area for 22 years, 
had also retired. 

The adoption of the Secretary's Report was moved by Mrs. Irvine, Nor_th 
East Midland Association No. 854, and seconded by Mr. James McKechnie, 
Logangate No. 811. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Mr. Thomson then submitted the financial report. 
The figures in the accompanying tables are self-evident, with a few points 

worthy of special mention. These apart, I would submit the statements of 
accounts for consideration and in endeavouring to answer any questions on the 
accounts, would express my gratitude to Mr. George McKerrow and members 
of the Finance Committee for their expert guidance in the past year. I am 
indeed fortunate to have on call so talented a crew of stockbrokers, businessmen, 
and experts on finance-balancing the literary and linguistic abilities of those 
who support me in the more literary duties as Hon. Secretary. 

Subscriptions and Postages 
Another slight increase this year as a result mainly of the efforts of District 

Representatives contacting clubs in arrears of subscription. I am indebted to them 
for their help. On the expenditure side of the Ordinary Fund, I would anticipate 
comparison in postages and telephones by adding that, not having received the 
charges for the last six months from the Dick Institute, we are that much in arrears. 
These amount to some £25 and the omission is due not so much as to my confus
ing the different hats I wear but, as a treasurer, not letting my left hand know 
what the right one is up to. 

'Burns Chronicle' 
To date, the subsidy on the Chronicle reads £636; with over £100 yet to be 

paid, this deficit should be in the region of £500. In view of the extra £250 printing 
costs to reduce the subsidy by some £200 shows the value of increased sales; 
it is to be regretted, however, that such a valuable literary periodical should need 
a subsidy of £10 per week. 

Scottish Literature Fund 
As our new stock of Federation badges has increased our spending from the 

Ordinary Fund, so has our loss of revenue from our Scots Reader led to a reduc
tion in the Literature Fund Income. With our commitment of at least £1,600 
for the new Scots Reader the Literature Fund will be under some pressure next 
year since, despite our hopes, the Chronicle will still be in need of subsidising. 
However, a quick turnover in sales of the Scots Reader could change the picture. 

Conclusion 
It could well be supported that all treasurers are gloomy and pessimistic by 

nature and that few literary societies in the world are able to accomplish what the 
Burns Federation achieves. However much this is accepted, complacency is a 
curse and a vice which I trust we shall escape. The 'canny Scot' still has a place 
in society and no matter how far off the mark is this description of us, let him 
act as the treasurer's patron saint. 

J. F. T. THOMSON, 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Mr. A. Neil Campbell, in the absence of Mr. McKerrow, proposed the adop
tion of the Treasurer's Report. He felt that the Federation Committee Con
veners had used discretion throughout the year and the money had been 
expended carefully and well. The Committees had submitted their various 
schemes, which had been approved by the Finance and Executive Committees, 
and the money well spent. He was sorry the Federation could not have a Burns 
Chronicle without having to pay for it, but he felt that the money should be 
looked on rather as a grant than as a subsidy. 

The Report was seconded by Mr. R. McCall, Kilmarnock No. 0, and approved. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 30th APRIL, 1971 
ORDINARY FUND 

RECEIPTS 
1969{11) 

To Balance as at lst May, 1970: 
£347 Current Account 

433 Deposit Account 
Cash on Hand 

760 
69 
10 
60 
6 

13 
31 

179 

3 

10 

16 

228 
8 
9 

37 

£2,219 

,, Annual Subscriptions: 
Current 
Arrears 
Advance 
Associate Members .. 

,, Affiliation Fees .. 
,, Pocket Diplomas 
,, Badges . . . . 
,, 'Burns & Edinburgh' 
,, Burns Federation Song Book .. 
,, Burns Stamped Envelopes 
,, Family Trees .. 
,, J. K. Annand's Book 
,, Postages, etc. 
,, Bairnsangs 
,. Miscellaneous 
,, Wreath .. 
,, Bums Check . . . . . . 
,. Conference Income and Deficit 
,, Slides • • . . .. 
,, Refund of P.P. Badge . . . . 
,, Interest on Deposit Account .. 

1970/71 

£56·51 
743-83 

0·51 

£800·85 

779·36 
86·73 
4·92 

61·98 
10·50 
11·65 
42-92 
21·20 

2'25 
1-50 
Q-10 
2·63 
5-14 
0·50 
3·66 
3·00 
1·33 

18·77 

£1,858·99 

PAYMENTS 
1969/70 

{

By Stationery . . . • 
£217 " Postages and Telephones 

3 
9 

11 
2 

,, Printing .. • • . . 
., Typewriter Repair 
,, Bank Charges .. 
., Expenses of Meetings . . . . 
,, Travelling and Secretarial Expenses . . . . 
,, Donation to Scottish Council of Social 

Services .. . • . • • . 
,, Federation Badges . . . . . . 

533 ,, Salary, S.E.T., National Insurance, etc. 
,, T. W. Dalgleish Presentation .. 

23 
21 
36 
11 

100 
20 
8 

17 
228 
179 

744 
56 

1 

£2,219 

,, Audit Fee 
,, Insurance .. 
,, Corporation Tax . . . . . . . • 
,, Past-President's Badge. • • . • . . . 
,, Gratuities to President and Vice-Presidents .. · 
,, Advertising 
,, Wreaths 
,, Miscellaneous 
,, Conference Expenses . . . . . . 
,, Transferred to Scottish Literature Fund 
,, Overseas Travel Fund • . . . • . 
,, Balance as at 30th April, 1971: 

Current Account . . . . 
Deposit Account 
Petty Cash 

£35·53 
282·60 
1H4t 

1970/71 
£47-84 
110·77! 
70·57 
6·40 
2·60 

17-66 
70·19 

2·10 
154·30 
714·19 

16·39 
25·00 
12·25 
44·60 
10·85 

100·00 
10·00 
11·00 

100·00 

332'27t 

£1,858·99 
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RECEIPTS 

1969/70 
To Balance at lst May, 1970: 

£345 ,, Sales to Clubs . . . . 
105 ,, Sales to Trade and Individuals 
35 ,, Sales of Back Numbers 

229 ,, Advertising . . . 
2 ,, Interest on Deposit Account . . . . 

682 ,, Subsidy from Scottish Literature Fund 
4 ,. Sales for Irvine Bums Club .. 

£1,402 

1969170 
RECEIPTS 

To Balance as at lst May, 1970: 
£73 

18,127 
Deposit Account . . . . . . 
£22,300 5 % Treasury Stock 1986/89 

(M.V. £14,495) . . . . . . 

'BURNS CHRONICLE' ACCOUNT 

1970/71 
17-50 

531·09 
85·01 
45'39 

246-20 
4·02 

636·00 

1969/70 
£1,019 

300 
13 
52 

18 

PAYMENTS 

By Printing, etc. . . 
,. Editor's Allowance . . . . . . . • 
,, Editor's Expenses . . . . . . . . 
,, Contributor's Fees and Paid to Irvine Burns 

Club .. .. .. .. 
,, Balance at 30th April, 1971 .. 

£t,565·2t I £1,402 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE FUND 

1970/71 

£77·58 

18,127·00 
28·00 

1969/70 
PAYMENTS 

By Allowances and Expenses: 
£108 Schools Competitions Conveners 

3 Scottish Literature Convener 
,, Printing-Schools Competitions: 

1970/71 
£1,260·17 

300·00 
4·25 

0·79 

£1,565·21 

1970/71 

£136·12 
5-40 

60 
21 

,, Sales of Declaration of Arbroath .. 
,, Royalties on sale of Burns Federation Song 

19·31 
10·50 

98 Certificates . . . . . . . . 
120 Examination Papers, etc. . . . . 

13 ,, Prizes-Burns Chronicle Competitions .. 
116·23 
82-43 
6·10 

35·00 6 
2 

149 
179 

25 
1,115 

£19,757 

Book .. .. .. .. 
,, Half Affiliation Fees . . . . 
,. Commission on Burns Check .. 
,, Royalties on sale of Scots Readers 
,, Transferred from Current Account 
,, Interest on: 

Deposit Account 
Treasury Stock 

9·98 
1,115·00 

£19,387'37 

- ,. Fees for use of material in New Scots Reader 
682 ,, Burns Chronicle subsidy - transferred to 

Chronicle a/c . . . . . . . . 
18 ,, Purchase of Books . . . . .. 

113 ,, Competition Prizes . . . . . . 
100 ,, Donation to Scottish National Dictionary 
290 ,, Payment of 'Bums & Edinburgh' 

7 ,, Advertising . . . . . . 
,, Balance at 30th April, 1971: 

78 Deposit Account (£130 for New Scots 

636·00 

Reader) . . . . . . 
18,127 £22,300 5% Treasury Stock 243·09 

.. £18,127·00 
£19,757 

£19,387·37 



RECEIPTS 
1969/70 

To Balance as at 1st May, 1970: 
£56 Deposit Account . . . . . . 

12,404 £15,200 5 % Treasury Stock 1986/89 

20 
760 

3 

£13,243 

1969/70 

(M.V. £9,880) . . . . . . 
,, Donations to Laigh Kirk Repairs: 

Kilmarnock Howff Bums Club £5·00 
Kilmarnock Cronies Bums Oub £2·10 

,, Refund of Wreath Money (Australia) 
,, Interest on: 

Deposit Account 
Treasury Stock . . . . 

,, Commission on Bums Check .. 

RECEIPTS 

£1,002 To Balance as at lst May, 1970: Deposit Account 
68 ,, Interest on Deposit Account .. 

£1,070 

CENTRAL FUND 
PAYMENTS 

1970/71 'l 1969/70 
£360 By Maintenance of Memorials: 

£198·65 

12,404·00 

7-10 
23·00 

50 
so 

130 
15·10 I 50 

760·00 
199 

12,404 

£13,407·85 I £13,243 

RESERVE FUND 

1969/70 

Failford .. 
Trysting Thorn 
LaighKirk .. 

,, Donations to: 
Jean Armour Burns Houses 
National Burns Memorial and Cottage 

Homes .. .. .. 
Scottish National Dictionary 
Burns House Museum, Mauchline .. 

,, Wreaths for Australia . . . . 
,, Balance as at 30th April, 1971 : 

Deposit Account . . . . 
£15,200 5% Treasury Stock . . . . 
(£100 reserved for Ellisland and £250 for 

New Scots Reader) 

PAYMENTS 
1970/71 
£858·24 

40·54 
£212 By Deficit on Arbroath Conference . . . . 

858 ,, Balance on Deposit Account at 30th April, 
1971 . . . . . . . • . . . . 

£898·78 £1,070 

1970/71 

£111·01 
17-93 
80·00 

100·00 

100·00 
100·00 
50·00 

444·91 
12,404·00 

£13,407·85 

1970/71 
£83-92 

814·86 

£898·78 
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JOSEPH LAING WAUGH MEMORIAL FUND 

RECEIPTS 
1969/70 

To Balance as at lst May, 1970: 
£6 Deposit Account . . . • • . . . 

207 £300 4% Consolidated Stock (M.V. £129) 
S •• Income Tax Refund . . . . . . 

7 
1 

£226 

,. Interest on: 
Consolidated Stock 
Deposit Account 

1970/71 

£5-90 
207·00 

4·95 

7·05 
0·50 

£225-40 

PAYMENTS 
1969/70 

£13 By School Children's Competitions Prizes 

6 
207 

£226 

,, Balance as at 30th April, 1971: 
Deposit Account •. 
Con<iolidated Stock .. 

1970/71 
£12·50 

5-90 
207·00 

£225·40 

GENERAL APPEAIS FUND 

1969/70 

17 
40 

99 

£156 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance as at tst May, 1970: 
Deposit Account .. 

,, Donations received for: 
Jean Armour Burns Houses 
Scottish National Dictionary 
Bums Cottage • . . . 
T. W. Dalgleish Presentation 

,. Interest on Deposit Account •. 

1970/71 

£99·74 

160·31 
24·70 

2·00 
3-50 
2·09 

£292·34 

PAYMENTS 
1969/70 

By Paid to: 
£17 Jean Armour Bums Houses 
40 Scottish National Dictionary 

Burns Cottage . . . 
T. W. Dalgleish Presentation 

99 ,, Balance at 30th April, 1971 .. 

£156 

1970/71 

£160·31 
24·70 

2·00 
102·76 

2·57 

£292·34 

H. GEORGE McKERROW, Convener of Finance Committee. 

J. F. T. THOMSON, Honorary Trea.surer. 

KILMARNOCK, 18th June, 1971.-W~ have examined .the Book;s and Accou~ts of the Bums F~dera~ion ff>r the year ended 30th April, 1971, 
and have obtained all the information and explanations re9.!1lred. We cert1~y that the foregomg Fmanc1al Statement is in accordance with 
the Books, and we have verified that the Funds and Secunties at 30th Apnl, 1971, as shown in the Statement are correct. 

HENRY BROWN & CO., Chartered Accountants. 
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THE 'BURNS CHRONICLE' 

Mr. James Veitch, Editor of the Burns Chronicle, submitted the following 
report. 

Whilst we are glad to report that the 1971 Burns Chronicle was, at the time 
of writing, very near to being sold out, it must be remembered that this amounts 
only to 2,250 copies (paper) and 250 (cloth). We require to increase these sales 
by at least another 1,000 before we can even begin to pay our way. 

For those who are unaware of the fact, the Burns Chronicle was first introduced 
in 1892 and next year's issue will, therefore, be the 80th consecutive volume. In 
its unique history, it has survived two world wars and all kinds of upheaval and 
economic change. For this reason, it would be fitting if sales can rise above the 
3,000 mark next year. 

In the 1941 (Jubilee) volume, the late Mr. J. C. Ewing, who was then Editor, 
declared that the Burns Chronicle 'is, broadly speaking, the voice of the Burns 
Federation and of people interested in Burns everywhere'. It would be tragic 
if apathy amongst the vast majority of Burns Clubs is allowed to strangle that 
voice, 

In the 1971 issue, the Junior Burns Chronicle was enlarged and we wish to 
thank those headmasters and teachers who brought it to the notice of their pupils. 
No poem worthy of the A. D. Griffen Award was received, but a larger number 
of schools sent entries for the Junior Section of the painting competitions. 
Senior pupils appear to be less interested in their Section. 

JAMES VEITCH, Editor. 

Clubs which purchased 20 or more copies: 
597 Burns Society of the City of New York .. 
226 Dumfries Bums Club . . . . 
476 Border Cities Burns Club, Ontario 

35 Dairy Burns Club .. 
275 Ayr Burns Club 
503 Dunblane Burns Club 
48 Paisley Burns Club .. 
14 DundeeBurnsClub 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis 
0 Kilmarnock Burns Club .. 

845 Tam O' Shanter Bums Club, Coventry .. 
469 Denny Cross Burns Club .. 
173 Irvine Burns Club .. 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association .. 
263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club 

1 London Burns Club 
10 Dumbarton Burns Club 
33 Glasgow Haggis Club 

112 Dumfries Bums Howff 
238 Burns Club of Atlanta 
349 Kilmarnock Howff 
360 Lochee Burns Club 
500 New Cumnock Burns Club 
701 Detroit Burns Club 
748 Ouplaymuir Bums Club .. 
811 Logangate Burns Club 

Copies 
182 
105 
50 
36 
36 
36 
33 
32 
31 
30 
30 
25 
24 
22 
21 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

Mr. Veitch reported that he had received a cheque from the Border Cities 
Burns Club in Ontario for 50 dollars for the upkeep and publication of the 
Burns Chronicle. The generosity and interest of this Canadian Club, a member 
of the Bums Federation for 38 years, was warmly applauded. 

Mr. Veirch warned delegates that, if the Burns Chronicle was to have any hope 
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of paying its way, it would require to be sold at a more realistic price. 
He moved the adoption of the report and Mr. D. J. Mclldowie, Dunblane 

Burns Club, No. 503, seconded. 
In further discussion, Miss C. Adams, East Midlands Scottish Society, No. 

872, said she was appalled at the poor circulation of the Burns Chronicle. She 
had found it had poor circulation among Public Libraries. She suggested that 
every year an index of the articles should be sent to the Library Association for 
inclusion in the British Humanities Index which indexes articles of merit from 
all sorts of publications. 

Mr. Thomson replied that he had approached Messrs. Holmes of Glasgow 
and they had taken the Chronicle round the Libraries in Scotland. This had 
resulted in an increase in sales of around 30 copies per year. Review copies were 
sent every year to leading newspapers. Mr. Veitch added that the Times Literary 
Supplement had ignored every review copy sent to it. 

SCHOOLS COMPETITION REPORT 

Mr. Fred J. Belford submitted the following report. 
In submitting this annual report on Schools Competitions we have to record 

that the number of competitors in the 1971 Scottish Literature and Music 
Competition stands at 136,510. This shows a drop from last year of a little over 
4,000. The schools competing also show a decline of 83 fewer than in 1970. This 
should not be taken too seriously as changes in Headmasterships and the closing 
of some schools are bound to affect the number of entries. The number of 
certificates issued is 6,488. 

We are not receiving reports from Bums Clubs which are known to hold 
competitions but as the returns from the competing clubs do not normally reach 
us until late June or July we are unable to include these in this report. 

School choirs singing Burns songs continue to attract quite a large number of 
parents and others. Thanks are due to the teachers of music for this excellent 
way in training the children to sing the songs of Scotland. 

In future the schedules to the schools will be sent out to the Headmasters in 
mid-September instead of mid-August. 

We thank the Directors of Education, the school staffs and all others who 
co-operate so willingly in fostering in the young folk a love of the poetry and songs 
of their native land. 

F. J. BELFORD, A. W. FINLAYSON, 
Joint Secretaries 

Mr. Belford said he was sorry to inform the- Conference that only about 15 per 
cent of the schools in Scotland took part in the Federation Competitions, but he 
knew that several schools, which did not participate, were doing Bums. He asked 
representatives of Bums Clubs to endeavour to pay courtesy visits to schools in 
their areas to find out if they were teaching the language, literature and traditions 
of Scotland. 

Mr. Bruce McGuff, Gorebridge 198, in moving the report, intimated that their 
Oub ran a Burns Supper, the complete programn1e being carried out by children. 
They also took approximately 100 children for the day to the Burns Country 
once a year. The report was seconded by Mr. Jackson, Coldstream Burns Club, 
No. 239. 

Mrs. Irvine, North East Midlands Association of Scottish Societies, No. 854, 
pointed out that Clubs south of the Borders had difficulty in this part of their 
activities. In verse-speaking competitions, they had nine entries this year and 
were hoping this would be increased. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE COJ\'IMITTEE 
Mr. MacMillan submitted the following report. 
When the late John McVie, that stalwart in Burns, first wrote down the story 
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of the Bums Federation in his pamphlet (now to be brought up-to-date), he had 
this to say of the Burns Chronicle: 'there is no doubt that it was the publication 
of the Chronicle which was responsible for the forward movement of the 
Federation'. That was written in 1937, and it isn't true of today. If we were 
to rely for the success of the Federation on its members' support of the Chronicle 
today, we would surely die. Are we moving forward? I doubt it. We argue 
over a form of words in the Constitution, and forget the greater issues. It is sad 
that we become comparatively elated when we manage to sell (this year) the total 
number of Chronicles published-a mere 2,500. 

Much water has flowed down the river Leith since we first sat in Oliver & 
Boyd's stately offices and heard that they would like us to put the three Scots 
Readers into one book. Now, at long last, agreement over detail has been 
reached with the firm. The delay hasn't been our fault; c personnel 
and a misappreciation of the purpose of the New Scots Reader by ublishers 
has been at the root of the trouble. However, we have now a promise that the 
book will be ready for spring, 1972. We would like to exhaust the first edition 
in a year, and if every Burns Club which presents prizes annually bought copies 
of the New Scots Reader for that purpose, it would be a great help. Oliver & 
Boyd will institute a major selling campaign. The price will be between 50 and 
75 new pence. 

The above matters and the re-writing of much of John McVie's booklet havF 
engaged the attention of your convener and committee throughout the year. 

ALEX. MacMILLAN, Convener. 

In submitting his report, Mr. MacMillan said he hoped the New Scots Reader 
would be published in the spring. They were thinking in terms of 4,000 limp 
copies and 1,000 hardboard, although the latter might be too expensive to pro
duce. 

Mr. MacMillan reminded delegates that the Scottish National Dictionary 
would be completed within the next four years. The Editor of the Dictionary had 
asked if some clubs would like to adopt the idea of sponsoring a copy of the 
Dictionary for some school library or association. The cost was £60 and, instead 
of sending a donation, a copy could be purchased over the four years at £15 per 
year. It was estimated, said Mr. MacMillan, that five years after completion, 
the Scottish National Dictionary would be worth £150, so it was even a good 
financial investment. 

Mr. Dinwiddie, Dumfries No. 226, moved the adoption of the report and asked 
confinnation of the price of the New Scots Reader. Mr. MacMillan replied that 
there was only one volume, which at the moment was being priced at 60p, 
subject to alteration due to rises in printing costs. 

The report was seconded by Mr. A. N. Campbell, Glasgow and District 
Bums Association, No. 169. 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Vallance submitted the following report. 
Your Memorials Committee has had an interesting year and was well attended 

by the members. Several Monuments have been attended to by_District Clubs 
and Associations with assistance from the Federation. The fencing around the 
Mary Cam bell Memorial has been completed. 

In tion was made at Ballochmyle with a view to marking the place 
where House stood and where Bums saw the 'Bonnie Lass o' 
Ballochmyle' but it was not possible to do anything on the site and a compromise 
has been made by supplying a seat in a rose garden wit}lin th~ estate gro~ds. 

Your committee has agreed to erect the first of the National Signs at the points 
where the access road to the farms of Mossgiel and Mount Oliphant leave the 
public road. 

. I 
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The restoration of Tam Samson's and Dr. McKinlay's graves in the graveyard 
of the Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock, has been completed. 

Our Dumfries friends are having improvements made to the access road to 
Ellisland Fann from the main road. The Glenbervie Committee are arranging 
to erect a plaque on the Gardenstone Arms Hotel, Laurencekirk, where Burns 
stayed while on his tour of the North East. The Irvine Burns Club are working 
closely with the New Town Development Corporation to preserve the site in the 
Glasgow VenneJ of the Heckling Yard and Lodging House where Burns plied 
the trade of Flax dressing. 

Your committee has recommended that a seat be presented to Arbroath 
Abbey mainly to mark the celebration of the signing of the Declaration of Inde
pendence and our visit to Arbroath at such an auspicious time. 

Ayr County Council intend to erect houses at the site of Winsome Willie's 
School at Ochiltree and your committee will endeavour to have the School site 
marked so that it will not be lost to sight. 

I would like to thank all the members of the Memorials Committee for their 
attendance and enthusiasm also Mr. Thomson for the information he so willingly 
supplies at our meetings. 

GEORGE VALLANCE, Convener. 

Mr. Vallance intimated that the seat at Arbroath had been put in position 
and the seat at Ballochmyle Hospital would be in position soon. 

As a foJlow-up to what they did in connection with the Scott Centenary, 
continued Mr. Vallance, the Scottish Tourist Board were arranging for 1973 a 
Heritage Trail throughout the whole of Western Scotland, with Robert Bums as 
a figurehead. The Committee hoped to encourage the cleaning of memorials, 
the erection of national signs, and to give consideration to a booklet for tourist 
purposes with which they hoped the Tourist Board would help. 

The representative from Nuneaton and District Scottish Society, No. 777, 
moved the adoption of the report, seconded by Dr. Taylor, Sheffield, No. 405. 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

Mr. Alexander C. Cook of Coalsnaughton had been nominated as an Honorary 
President and this nomination was accepted by acclamation. Mrs. Burgoyne 
presented Mr. Cook with the Hon. President's Badge. Mr. Cook expressed his 
appreciation and thanked the Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perthshire Area 
for nominating him. 

l'\'EW PRESIDENT INSTALLED 

Mrs. Burgoyne formerly announced the election of Mr. Matthew McLauchlan 
as the new President. She invested him with the chain of office and Mr. Mclauch
lan suitably replied. 

The new President presented Mrs. Burgoyne with the Past President's Badge 
and congratulated her on her year of office. 

OTHER OFFICE-BEARERS 

Mr. Charles C. Easton, Aberdeen, was appointed Senior Vice-President, and 
Mr. Thomas Anderson, Kilmarnock, was appointed Juni01 Vice-President. . 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., Kil
marnock; Hon. Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Mr. James Veitch, Tweedsmuir; 
Schools Competitions, Joint Secretaries, Mr. Fred J. Belford, M.A., F.E.I.S., 
Edinburgh, and Mr. Albert W. Finlayson, M.A., F.E.I.S., Dumfries; Assistant 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Andrew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., Glasgow; Auditors, 
Messrs. Rrnry Brown & Co., Kilmarnock. 
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MOTION BY NORTH AND EAST MIDLANDS OF ENGLAND, 
No. 18 AREA 

The motion 'That present Honorary Vice-Presidents be elevated to Honorary 
Presidents' was unanimously agreed, and Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., Mrs. V. W. 
Broom, Mr. William Scott, and Mr. J. D. McBain were presented with their 
Hon. President's Badges. 

MOTION FROM AYRSIDRE ASSOCIATION 
OF BURNS CLUBS 

'That, in view of the obvious failure of existing legislation to enforce the 
preservation of buildings, or areas, of significance, Architectural or Historical 
interest, this Conference instructs its member clubs to compile a list of buildings 
and areas, significant to our aims, worthy of preservation.' 

The motion, proposed by Mr. Sam Gaw, Irvine No. 173, was unanimously 
accepted. Mr. Gaw asked all delegates to send any information they might 
gather to Mr. Vallance, who, with the help of his Committee, would place it in 
the proper han.ds. 

ALTERATIONS TO CONSTITUTION AND RULES 

Copies of the alterations had been circulated to delegates and they were 
unanimously accepted. 

PLACE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

Mr. Charles C. Easton, Senior Vice-President, invited the Federation to hold 
its next Conference in Aberdeen. The invitation was unanimously accepted. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

The representative from Greenock Burns Club, No. 21, said Christchurch, 
New Zealand, was a Burns city and he had been corresponding with a club there. 
He had sent them all particulars of the Federation and was awaiting their reply. 

Mr. D. Dunlop, Kilmarnock, pointed out that Robert Burns's portrait was 
on the new Scots £5 note, and he suggested the Federation write to the Clydesdale 
Bank to show its approval. The representative from Sunderland No. 89 intimated 
that the first note printed was in the Burns Museum. 

A representative of the East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross Area pointed out 
that they had only once met their district representative and asked if Mr. 
Thomson could convene a meeting to elect a representative who would be able 
to carry out his duties. Mr. Thomson said if the clubs involved made an effort 
to call a meeting themselves first and were unsuccessful, he would then be only 
too willing to assist. 

Mr. Thomson then told the delegates that Mr. McLauchlan had attended the 
Conference strictly against Doctor's orders. He had been seriously ill and 
was still being given strong medication. He hoped the delegates would bear 
with him as the President would be unable to make the usual speeches and ex
pressed the wish of all present that Mr. McLauchlan would soon be back to normal 
health. 

The usual Joyal greetings, added Mr. Thomson, had been sent to Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth JI, at Balmoral Castle. 

The meeting was then brought to a close. 

i ,, 
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SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

On Friday evening, a civic reception was given by the Lord Mayor, Lady 
Mayoress and civic dignatories of the City of Coventry in the Allesley Hotel, 
Birmingham Road, Coventry. The Lord Mayor, Mr. Tom Meffen, extended a 
warm welcome to the Bums Federation, this being acknowledged by the 
President, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A. Delegates and friends thereafter enjoyed 
an evening's entertainment. 

After the business meeting on Saturday, the Conference Luncheon was held 
tn the Refectory, Rootes Hall, University of Warwick. Mr. Thomson, Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, explained that the President had asked to be excused 
duty for the time being as he was under doctor's orders. Dr. T. Baird, a member 
of the local conference committee, proposed the toast to the Bums Federation 
and Mr. Thomson replied. A collection was taken on behalf of the Jean Armour 
Burns Homes, Mauchline. 

At the dinner which preceded Saturday evening's ceilidh in the Refectory, 
Mr. Thomson expressed the general appreciation of delegates and friends of 
Coventry as a conference centre and of the fact that the Lord Mayor was not 
merely a Scot from Stirlingshire but a natural host. In his reply, the Lord Mayor 
related how, after the war was over, Coventry had had to re-plan for the future. 
He went on to express his pleasure that the Burns Federation had brought about 
a wonderful liaison between the Caledonian Society and the Tam o' Shanter 
Club. The chairman, Mr. J. R. McC. McCreath, called upon the wife of the 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. A. Cunningham, to present bouquets to the Lady Mayoress 
and the ladies who had done so much to help the committee. In a vote of thanks 
to the committee, Mrs. Burgoyne paid her own tribute. Mr. McCreath replied 
on behalf of the committee. 

On the Saturday morning, ladies who did not attend the business meeting were 
invited to join the Lady M:iyoress and the Ladies Committee at the Guildhall 
of St. Mary for morning coffee and a tour of the Cathedral. 

Divine service on Sunday forenoon was conducted by the Rev. William Hughes 
Edwards, Welsh-born minister of St. Columba's Presbyterian Church, Coventry, 
in Rootes Hall, University of Warwick. 

During the afternoon, delegates and friends enjoyed a bus tour of the Shakes
peare country. This included a visit to the birthplace of the bard and his tomb 
in Holy Trinity Church where the new President laid a wreath on behalf of the 
Federation. 

At the church the Vicar of Stratford-upon-Avon, the Rev. Peter Barnes, intro
duced the proceedings; the Mayor of the town, Alderman Paul Sainsbury, 
offered an official welcome; the director of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, 
Dr. Levi Fox, spoke for the trustees; and Mr. Thomson replied. 

Dr. Fox presented to the President, Mr. McLauchlan, the complete works of 
William Shakespeare. 

During the tour delegates had the opportunity of meeting Dr. A. B. McWhin
ney, President of the Stratford-upon-Avon Caledonian Society, a Glasgow-born 
enthusiast who has been there for 25 years. They also met Vice-President Mr. 
Eddie Cornett, who is a native of Kirkintilloch. 

Visits were made to Mary Arden's House (home of the mother of William 
Shakespeare) at Wilmcote, to Anne Hathaway's Cottage at Shottery, and to the 
Shakespeare Centre, a museum devoted to the works and life of the English 
Bard. 

Caledonian Society members in the Stratford district entertained delegates and 
friends to tea at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre where the new Senior Vice
President, Mr. Charles Easton, gave a special and, at the same time, another 
general expression of thanks. 

On Sunday evening, delegates who had not yet departed were entertained to 
another ceilidh as guests of the Tam o' Shanter Club. 
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0; KILMARNOCK BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., 
the Burns Federation President. 

Other events: At our St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 30th Novem
ber, 1970, the principal speaker was Mr. John Pollock, B.Sc. 

A. REID HAMILTON, 

Secretary. 

1 : THE BURNS CLUB OF LONDON 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
toast of 'The Immortal Memory of Robert Burns' was proposed by 
the Rev. James Currie, B.D. 

Other events: Talks, some of which were illustrated by slides, 
were given during the season. 

On 14th December, 1970, the Past Presidents presented a 'Pot 
Pouni,' including a competition of transparencies taken on holiday 
earlier in the year, this being won by Mr. D. Thorogood and Mr. J. 
Mason a close runner-up. 

The final social event in March, 1971, consisted of a 'Lads and 
Lasses Night' when members enjoyed a programme of music, 
singing and dancing. 

At the Annual General Meeting on 17th May, Mr. Alan C. Brown 
was duly installed as President. Mr. R. J. C. Stewart as Vice
President and the other Officers re-elected. 

It was with regret that the Club had to say farewell to Mr. and 
Mrs. P. Crammond, Mr. and Mrs. Barrie O. Thomson and Mr. 
A. H. Gibson, all of whom have removed from London-the 
former two because of business transfer to Barnard Castle and the 
latter three on retirement to Scotland. It is hoped they will return 
to London from time to time and pay a visit to the Club. 

ALEX. A. Pow, 
Hon. Secretary. 

2: ALEXANDRIA BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Robert Hosie. 

JOHN BARTON. 

Secretary. 
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5: ERCILDOUNEBURNSCLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Norman Keith, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Kelso. 

Other events: On 12th March, 1970, a Social Evening was held 
at which the Club entertained visitors from the Tranent Club. 

7: THISTLE BURNS CLUB 

JOHN RAE, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: · On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by F. Elliot Dobie, Esq. 

Collection for Benevolences: £49. 
Other events: Prizes were awarded to pupils of Adelphi Second-

ary School for Burns Competition. WM. JAMIESON, 
Secretary. 

9: ROYALTY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. Hamilton. 

The annual appeals for Charities realised £256. 
Other events: On 30th November, 1970, St. Andrew's Night 

Dinner. 
AnnualbusruntoPrestwickandAyrtookplaceon29thApril,1971. 
A wreath was laid at the Burns Statue in George Square, 

Glasgow, on Saturday, 23rd January, 1971. 
Prizes were awarded to pupils of Williamwood High School and 

Eastwood High School. JAS. J. JAAP, 
Secretary. 

10: DUMBARTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed, according to custom, by the 
President, Mr. J. L. Hempstead. 

The annual appeal for charities realised a total of £111 ·00 which 
was disbursed as follows: Jean Armour Burns Houses, £61·00; 
National Burns Memorial and Cottage Homes, £30·00, and Erskine 
Hospital Burns Supper Fund, £20·00. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 27th 
November, 1970. 

Prizes amounting to £21·15 were presented for singing and verse 
speaking (Burns•s Works) to winners of competitions organised in 
four local schools. THOMAS WILSON, 

Secretary. 

... 
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11: CHESTERFIELD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Miss Molly Weir. 

Other events: Treasure hunt, reception and ball, wine and cheese 
party and other functions took place during the season. 

DOROTHY N. NEISH, 

Assistant Secretary. 

14: DUNDEE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mr. Ian Martin. 

Other events: The Annual Club Dinner was held in June, 1971. 
Social evenings were held throughout the year. 
A wreath was laid at the Burns Statue in Albert Square. 
Members attended a Bums Service in St. Andrew's Church with 

the Dundee Bums Society and Lochee Bums Club. 
The Club supplied speakers at various Burns Suppers. 
Members were invited to attend a meeting of the Lochee Burns 

Club, at which the Lady President of the Bums Federation, Mrs. 
Jane Burgoyne, M.A., was the guest speaker. 

After this meeting the Dundee Burns Club were honoured by a 
short informal visit from the President to our Club rooms, where 
she signed the visitors book. Mrs. Burgoyne was accompanied by 
Mr. A. Y. Crawford and Mr. T. D. Mcllwraith. 

F. CuRRAN, 

Secretary. 

15: BELFAST BURNS ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. W. T. H. Inglis, O.B.E., M.A., of Ayr. 

Other events: Annual Whist Drive and a Hogmanay Dinner 
Dance. 

(Miss) MAY WHITE, 
Secretary. 

17: NOTTINGHAM SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by the Rev. Tom Calvert, H.G.F., Langholm. 

E 

Other events: Other functions were held during the season. 
R. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Secretary. 

I 
' 
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20: AIRDRIE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. R. Paterson. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner on 26th November, 1970. 
In connection with the l50th Anniversary of Airdrie Town, the 

Club put up prizes for a poem in connection with the event. Many 
entries received. T. J. DUNLOP, 

· Secretary. 

21: GREENOCK BURNS CLUB (THE MOTHER CLUB) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by J. F. T. Thomson, Esq., 
M.A., F.L.A., Secretary of the Burns Federation, who was made an 
Honorary President of the Club. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 30th November, 
1970. 

A visit from a large party of members from Irvine Burns Club 
(No. 173). 

An outing by a party of members and their wives to the Burns 
Country. 

The following donations have been made: Jean Armour Burns 
Homes, £38; Scottish National Dictionary, £28. 

R. SMITH MACFARLAN, 

Secretary. 

22: EDINBURGH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 27th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. MacMillan, J.P., 
M.A., M.Ed., a Past President of the Burns Federation. 

Other events: Monthly meetings were held during the winter 
session. (Mrs.) AMELlA ST. C. MUIR, 

Secretary. 

33: GLASGOW HAGGIS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by James Finnie, Esq. 

Other events: We are now entering our Centenary year and the 
members look forward in anticipation to our Centenary Dinner to 
be held on 22nd January, 1972. 

DAVID WATSON, 

Secretary. 
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35: DALRY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Club President, Mr. 
James Marshall. 

Other events: The schools competition was held once again and 
attracted a good number of entries. 

A speakers club was started to encourage members to engage in 
discussion, public speaking and debate. J. G. REN.Nm, 

Secretary. 
36: ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Weir of Drongan, 
Ayrshire. 

Other events: On the morning of23rd January, 1970, the wreath
laying ceremony at Bums statue in George Square was attended by 
members of the Qub. 

The Club presented the prizes for Burns Competition to Knights
wood and Oakbank Schools. 

Monthly meetings took place during the winter session. 
We regret to report the passing of Miss E. Ward, an Hon. Presi-

dent. JOHN MELVILLE, 
Secretary. 

48: PAISLEY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the Presi

dent, Mr. Thomas S. Scadlock, was in the chair and proposed the 
'Immortal Memory'. 

It is interesting to note that Mr. Scadlock is a descendant of James 
Scadlock, local poet of some merit and a founder member of this, 
the first properly constituted Burns Club, the origins of which are 
set out in the hand of Tannahill in our original minute book still 
in the possession of the Club. 

Other events: Our Suinmer Outing this year was a tour which 
included visits to Aberfoyle, Stronachlachar, a sail down Loch 
Katrine and then by bus to Callander. 

The Club is sponsoring a fund to restore the grave stone of 
Alexander Wilson, poet and American ornithologist, who is buried 
in the Old Swede's Church, Philadelphia. It appears likely that the 
required amount will be obtained. CLARK HUNTER, 

Secretary. 

(Editor's Note: We take this opportunity to thank the Secretary 
for the greetings card and booklet which are sent to us regularly 

- ---..... 
1, 
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each year. The booklet contains a full and very readable account 
of the Paisley Burns Club's Annual Dinner. We also take this 
opportunity to wish Mr. Clark Hunter well in his second innings 
as Secretary of the Club.) 

40: ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The guest speaker was Mr. Kenneth 
Dron, M.A., Dip.Ed., Rector of the High School, Brechin-an 
Honours graduate of Aberdeen University and former dux of 
Mackie Academy, Stonehaven. 

Other events: The Club ended the 1970-71 session with an increase 
of more than 30 in membership. 

St. Andrew's Night function. 
, A two.day excursion to the Bums Country in and around Dum

fries was much enjoyed during the summer. 
With other clubs in the Northern District, we are looking forward 

to acting as hosts to the Burns Federation during its Annual Con
ference in Aberdeen in 1972, its first return visit to the Granite City 
since 1957. 

(Miss) MARGARET A. HAUGHS, 
Secretary. 

42: STRATHEARN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. A. J. Primrose, Kilsyth. 

GEORGINA B. LoWE, 

Secretary. 

50: STIRLING BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Inunortal Memory' was proposed by Sheriff-Substitute J. Irvine 
Smith of Glasgow. 

HENRY ROBB, 

Secretary. 

55: DERBY SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION AND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Robert D. Phoenix, Esq., of 
Altrincham. 

Other events: Hogmanay Ball. D. McLEOD, 
Secretary. 
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68: SANDYFORD (GLASGOW) BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1971, the 
'Inunortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. E. J. Gordon Henry. 

Other events: The Club's Theatre Night was held on 9th March, 
1971. 

The Annual Outing took place on 29th June, 1971, to St. 
Andrews. 

The Hallowe'en Dinner Dance was held on 29th October, 1971, 
and the Presentation Dinner on 27th November, 1971. 

W. PAGE BURGESS, 

Secretary. 

71 : CARLISLE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was presided over by 
the Club's first Lady President, Mrs. S. Sinclair. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by John W. Mitchell. 
$. SINCLAIR, 

Secretary. 

74: THE NATIONAL BURNS MEMORIAL AND COITAGE HOMES, MAUCHLINE 

The work of maintaining the cottages continues and is very much 
appreciated by the Cottagers. 

Several couples have celebrated their Golden Wedding Annivers
ary during the year. 

The Conunittee continue to improve the amenities at the cottages 
and work is meantime in progress in improving the Pavilion. 

Funds are still required, and the continued support of Clubs of 
the Federation and Clubs affiliated thereto is much appreciated. 

JOHN FINDLAY, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 

95: BOLTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'lnunortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Anderson Wilson of 
Worksop, a Past President of the Bums Federation. 

Other events: Male members of the Club put on another panto
mime, 'Dick Whittington'. 

During the summer, the Club had an outing to the Worth Valley 
Railway, which was used in the making of'The Railway Children', 
and to the Bronte Museum at Haworth. 

Another outing was to Hallith Wood, Bolton, the home of Samuel 
Crompton, inventor of the Mule. 
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The Club entered teams in the Music festival at Crosby, organised 
by the Lancashire and Cheshire Federation of Scottish Societies, 
and the Ladies and Mixed Teams won First p1ace in their respective 
sections. 

During the year, dances and meetings were held. 
The Club also continued its good work in entertaining the 'Over 

60's'. This work is organised by Mrs. T. G. Dunlop and she is 
ably supported by the Club members. 

96: JEDBURGH BURNS CLUB 

JOHN IRVING, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Will Stewart of 
Galashiels. 

112: BURNS HOWFF CLUB 

J, K. PATON, 

Hon. Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2Sth January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Edward C. Armstrong, 
Town Clerk of Langholm. 

Other events: On 2Sth January, 1971, after a church service in 
St. Michael's Church, Dumfries, Mr. Edward C. Armstrong laid 
a wreath on the Poet's grave in the Mausoleum on behalf of the 
Club. This ceremony was attended by the Provost, Magistrates and 
Councillors of Dumfries and members of all the Burns Clubs in 
the town. 

We have the following back numbers of the Bums Chronicle which 
we wou1d be pleased to sell to any Clubs who require them. 
1916, 2 copies; 1921, l copy; 1922, 1 copy; 1923, 1 copy; 1925, 
2 copies; 1926, 2 copies; 1931, 4 copies; 1935, 1 copy; 1937, 1 
copy; 1938, 2 copies; 1939, l copy; 1940, 7 copies; 1941, 7 copies; 
1942, 2 copies; 1943, 1 copy; 1945, 2 copies; 1946, 1 copy; 1947, 
1 copy; 1948, 2 copies; 1949, 26 copies; 1950, 2 copies; 1951, 2 
copies; 1955, 1 copy; 1957, 14 copies; 1958, 1 copy; 1960, 8 
copies; 1961, 11 copies; 1964, 8 copies; 1965, l copy; 1966, 1 
copy; 1967, 9 copies; 1968, 5 copies; 1970, 4 copies; 1971, 4 
copies. 

DAVID MILLER, 

Secretary. 
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120: BRISTOL CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. W. Todd. 

Other events: The usual functions, including a 1 SOth Anniversary 
Scottish Night, the St. Andrew's Dinner Dance and the St. Andrew's 
Festival Church Service. 

Lieut. Comdr. DOUGLAS W. WooLER, R.N., 
Secretary. 

149: ELGIN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Maurice Lindsay. 

Other events: From now on, the Oub is presenting a copy of each 
number of the Burns Chronicle to Elgin Academy, Forres Academy 
and Elgin public library. 

W. D. G. CHALMERS, 
Secretary. 

152: mB HAMILTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President of the Club, 
Alistair A. Taylor, A.R.I.B.A., A.R.I.A.S. 

Other events: The Club again awarded prizes during the summer 
of 1971 to the seven schools in Hamilton in connection with the 
Scottish Literature Competition. 

About 1,000 pupils participated in the competition, which is 
arranged by the staff at each school. 

L. PATIISON, 

Secretary. 

158: DARLINGTON BURNS ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by the Bums Federation President, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne. 

Other events: A coffee evening was held at Danby Lodge, the 
home of Lady Starmer, with various stalls, competitions and a 
dancing display by the juniors, with a new Scottish Country Dance 
composed for the occasion. 

A Burns Service was held in conjunction with St. George's 
Presbyterian Church on the Sunday following the Annual Dinner. 
The Service was taken by the Rev. N. M. Bowman of Edinburgh. 

T. w. CHATER, 
Secretary. 
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167: THB BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND SCOTTISH SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: At the 1971 Dinner and Dance, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor Hugh McLaren. 

Other events: The customary St. Andrew's Day Service was held 
at Moseley Presbyterian Church. 

Among our traditional functions, a new departure was that the 
Hogmanay Ball took the form of a dinner and dance. 

W. F. PRINGLE, 

Secretary. 

173: ffiVJNB BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by President R. Clement Wilson, 
O.St.J. 

Other events: Wreath-laying ceremony at Irvine Moor on 24th 
January, 1971. 

Fund raising barn dance at Corsehill Farm in May. 
Children's festival of songs and poems, and a Scottish concert 

during Marymass week. 
St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Dance. 
Large scale alterations and re-decoration in the library and hall 

of Wellwood. 
During the year the Directors committed the Club to the produc· 

tion ofa 20-25 minute documentary colour film on the Life of Robert 
Burns. At present scripts are being prepared and our film should be 
available to other clubs next year. 

ANDREW Hoon, 
Secretary. 

190: PORT GLASGOW BURNS CLUB 

Owing to a prolonged industrial strike which affected our district, 
our Club was unable to function over this period. 

Things having improved, it is hoped the Club will be back to 
normal in the coming season. 

CoLIN McKENZIE, 
Secretary. 

192: AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 

In place of the annual dinner, a Church Service in St. Quivox 
Church, Auchincruive, was conducted by the Revd. Lyle Wilson . 
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The lessons were read by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, President of the 
Bums Federation and Mr. Jas. Glass, Ayrshire Association Presid
ent. 

Ayr Bums Club provided tea and biscuits after the Service. 
Association members attended the wreath-laying ceremony at 

Bums Statue Square prior to attending the Leglen Wood service, 
where the address was given by the Revd. T. Gemmell Campbell of 
the Old Parish Church, Arbroath. 

Other events: We deeply regret the passing of several of our 
elder members, including our Hon. President Mr. Wm. McFarlane, 
Mauchline. 

Quarterly meetings were held in different parts of Ayrshire. 
· GEORGE VALLANCE, 

Secretary. 

209: GREENOCK ST. JOHN'S BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Robert McAuslan. 
Other.events: 'St. Andrew's Night' was held on 23rd November, 

1970, the principal speaker being Mr. James T. Hamilton, F.L.A., 
Depute (now Chief) Librarian of Greenock Public Library. 

ROBERT MILLER, 
Secretary. 

217: THE ESKDALE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Chief Supt. Andrew Charters, 
Q.P.M., Ayr Constabulary. 

(Mrs.) JEAN M. MAcKm, 
Secretary. 

226: DUMFRIES BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. R. D. Hunter, Town 
Oerk of Cumnock. 

Other events: On the morning of 25th January, 1971, the Club 
President, Mr. A. Young, laid a wreath at Burns Statue. In the after
noon a short commemorative service was held at St. Michael's 
Church attended by Provost Ernest Robertson, O.B.E., other civic 
dignitaries and members of the various Burns Clubs of Dumfries. 
After the service the Club President presided at a short wreath
laying ceremony at the Mausoleum in the church yard. 

W. I. McJANNET, 
Secretary. 

i 
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238: BURNS CLUB OF ATLANTA 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Eugene Kisser. 

W. R. METCALFE, 

Secretary. 

252: ALLOWAY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. A. M. Nicolson, 
T.D., M.A. 

Other events: On St. Andrew's Night, a concert was given by the 
Ayrshire Constabulary Singers. 

Alloway School Choir gave their usual concert in February, 1971. 
As a result of this £15•75 was donated to the Scottish National 
Dictionary Association. 

The usual prizes were donated to winners of the Burns Compe
tition in Alloway School. 

Two summer outings were held in June, 1971, to W. Grant&Sons, 
Distillery, Girvan. 

GEORGE A. BRYAN, 

Secretary. 

263: GLASGOW MASONIC BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was given by Bro. Rev. John M. Stewart, 
Provincial Grand Chaplain. 

Other events: A St. Andrew's Night address was given by William 
Graham, Esq., M.A., Secretary of Ayr Burns Club. 

Other meetings of talks and slides were held during the session. 
A Ladies' Night was held on 30th December, 1970. 
Annual bus run took place to Dumfries. 
Our Children's Verse Speaking Competition was up to its usual 

high standard. 
P.P. LESUE S. McGREGOR, 

Hon. Secretary. 

274: TROON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mr. Jack Hay, 
M.A. 

ROBERT C. INNES, 

Treasurer. 

I 
__J 
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275: AYR BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A. 
Other events: On 14th October, 1970, annual concert of Scottish 

entertainment in Ayr Town Hall. 
Annual Bums Ride organised by Ayr Burns Club and Ayr Riding 

Club, with the support and co-operation of Ayr Town Council, 
2nd June, 1971. 

The Commemorative Service was held at Leglen Wood on Sunday, 
18th July, 1971, the oration being given by the Rev. T. Gemmell 
Campbell, M.A., F.S.A.(Scot.). 

Bus outing to Mauchline and Tarbolton. 
Ayr Schools' Bums Competition and Social in March, the pro

gramme being sustained by prizewinners. 
St. Andrew's Night celebration and monthly meetings. 

WILLIAM GRAHAM, 
Secretary. 

284 NORTH-EASTERN BURNS CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. Charles F. Macdonald. 
Other events: On 30th October, 1971, the 75th anniversary of the 

Club was celebrated. 
ALEX. MACDONALD, 

Secretary. 

293: NEWCRAIGHALL DISTRICT POOSIE NANSIE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Mallinson, Past 
President. 

Other events: The Club celebrated its 50th anniversary on 6th 
August, 1971. The principal guests were: William Williamson 
(Founder Member), Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, President, Burns Federa
tion, Mr. Fred. J. Belford, Past President, Dr. Gavin Strang, M.P., 
and Councillor David Brown. 

The principal toast to 'Poosie Nansie' was proposed by Geo. 
Flockhart, a Past President, and replied to by F. J. Belford, an old 
friend of the Club. 

GEORGE FLOCKHART, 
Secretary. 

' 
11 
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307: EDINBURGH AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory• was pro
posed by the Very Rev. R. Leonard Small, O.B.E., D.D., Minister 
of St. Cuthbert's Parish Church, Edinburgh. 

Other events: Various functions, including annual Dinner Dance, 
Whist Drive, Children's Party, Ladies• Whist Drive, Social Evening 
and Travel Talk by Mr. Wm. McGhie on 'Rome, Ischia, Capri.' 
Music was provided by Mr. Wemyss Cragie. 

G. HENDERSON LAING, 

Secretary. 

310: MAUCRUNE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by J. W. Forsyth, retired curator 
of Carnegie Library, Ayr. 

An appeal by Sir Claud Hagart-Alexander raised £22 for the 
Burns House Museum. 

Other events: Preliminary discussions have been held to consider 
the printing of a Mauchline Guide which we plan to publish in the 
50th year of the Club's institution. 

Monthly formal and informal meetings have enjoyed increased 
attendances. 

D. I. LYELL, 
Secretary. 

314: SCOTIJSH BURNS CLUB (EDlNBURGH) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 16th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. Aitken, M.A. 

Other events: 12th June, 1971, summer outing to Dumfries. 
27th June, 1971, visit to Glasgow organised by Glasgow 

Masonic Bums Club. At the Cathedral we learned that the Pulpit 
Hour Glass had been stolen. One of our members has donated a 
replacement. 

3rd to lOth July, 1971, a party of 19 members spent an interesting 
holiday in Northumbria, staying at St. Aidans College, Durham, 
where they were visited by representatives of the Sunderland Bums 
Club. 

18th July, 40 members attended Leglen Wood Ceremony. 
22nd-28th August, a series of meetings on 'The Scottish Theme', 

held during the first week of the Festival. resulted in the sum of £20 
being donated to the Scottish National Dictionary and £5 each to 
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the Jean Armour Bums Houses and the National Bums Memorial 
Cottage Homes. 

Monthly meetings from October to April. 
(Mrs.) JESSIE A. BRUCE, 

Secretary. 

323: KIRKCUDBRIGIIT BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor Andrew Semple, 
Liverpool. 

ADAM GRAY, 

Secretary. 

329 NEWART AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. Pyper, Glasgow. 

Other events: A coffee evening, Hallowe'en party and ceilidh. 
D. FRASER DEWAR, 

Secretary. 

346: OAKBANK MOSSGIEL BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. William Renwick, East 
Calder. 

ELIZABETH WALKER, 

Secretary. 

349: HOWFF BURNS CLUB (KILMARNOCK) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. J. W. Cook. 

Other events: A book token was awarded to the winner of 
School Bums Competition in James Hamilton Academy. 

Members from the Club attended the Services at Bums Statue 
Square, Ayr and Leglen Wood on 18th July, 1971. A wreath 
was laid by our President on behalf of the Oub. 

We regret to have to report the death of Mr. T. A. Ogilvy, past 
President of the Oub. A much-loved and respected man, he died on 
1 lth July, 1971. 

(Mrs.) ENEZ LoGAN, 
Secretary. 
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350; THE MARKINCH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January,) 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Thomas F. MacK.ay, 
Thornton. 

Other events: Our Club held a recitation competition for the 
three primary schools in the Markinch area. Three prizes to Mark
inch School, three prizes to Milton of Balgonie School, and three 
prizes to Coaltown of Balgonie. 

Our Club Treasurer, Mr. David M. Wighton, who hasretired after 
twenty years' service, has been made an Hon. Member. 

360: LOCHEE BURNS CLUB 

JOHN REID, 
Hon. Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Councillor J. Douglas Beedie, 
Dundee. 

Other events: Annual visits to the old folk's homes, Rowans, 
Craigie and Harefield. Programmes were also supplied to the 
King George VI Memorial Club, Chamber of Commerce, Balgay 
Church Women's Guild, R.G.R. Association, Caird Rest Old 
Folk's Home, Blairgowrie and Meigle. 

Church services were attended by members at St. Andrew's and 
St. Columba's Churches. 

Eight monthly meetings were held during the session, but special 
mention must be made of the meeting held on 27th May, 1971, when 
we had as our guest speaker Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., President 
Burns Federation, accompanied by Messrs. A. Y. Crawford, Thos. 
D. Mcilwraith and Chas. C. Easton. Representatives were also 
present from other clubs. 

During the evening, Mrs. Burgoyne presented Mr. A. Mowatt, 
Chairman, with a new Silver Badge of Office, which was gifted to 
the Club by Mr. Jas. Thomson, Hon. President, and Mr. Wm. Sime, 
a Past President. 

£11 was collected for the Jean Armour Burns Houses. 
J. G. WAIT, 

Secretary. 

370: DUNDONALD BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory of Robert Bums' was proposed by Past 
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President R. A. Clowes. 
Other events: The Club continued its practice of holding monthly 

meetings and running an Old Folk's Burns Supper. 
The School Competition attracted 98 entrants, the final stage 

being held in the school hall. 
GEORGE DAWES, 

Secretary. 

378: EDINBURGH AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 

Wreath ceremony at Burns Monument, Regent Road, Edinburgh, 
25th January, 1971. 

Fourth Annual Burns Competition, Edinburgh primary schools. 
Prize draw and social evening. 

R. A. B. McLAREN, 
Secretary. 

393; ANNAN LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. Maxwell, Herne! Hempshire. 

Other events: Hallowe'en party, St. Andrew's Night and Xmas 
dance. 

Exchange visits with the Dumfries Ladies' Club and summer 
outing. 

(Mrs.) M. H. BLACK, 
Secretary. 

401: BRIG'EN' (WAVERLEY) BURNS CLUB, DUMFRIES 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Roy McConachie, 
Depute Procurator-Fiscal at Dumfries. 

R. AGNEW, 
Secretary. 

403; FRASERBURGH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by H. B. Sturgeon, F.R.I.C.S., F.A.I., City Assessor, Aber
deen. Mr. Sturgeon is an Ayrshire man and a Burns enthusiast. 

Donations made by members at the Dinner allowed the Club to 
subscribe £100 to the 1972 Aberdeen Conference Fund, £10 to the 
National Burns Memorial Homes and £10 to the Scottish National 
Dictionary. 

As Mr. David Murison, the editor of the Dictionary, is a Fraser-

I 
I' 
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burgh loon, appeals on behalf of the Dictionary always find a ready 
response in the Club. / 

Other events: It was decided to have a dinner to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of Sir Walter Scott. Although 
the anniversary was in August, the dinner was held in September 
when speakers were more readily available. 

JAS. B. KAY, 
Secretary. 

437: DUMFRIES LADIES' BURNS CLUB NO. 1 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. Young, Headmaster 
of Noblehill School and President of Dumfries Men's Burns Club. 

Other events: At the monthly meetings we had speakers and 
demonstrations throughout the session. 

Annual outing was a trip through the Burns Country with a visit 
to the Jean Armour Homes at Mauchline, followed by an evening 
at the Gaeity Theatre. 

Our usual prize was sent to Dumfries Musical Festival. 
We also gave out Christmas donation to the residents of Rowan~ 

tree Home and to elderly members of our Club. 
MARY B. SCHLAG, 

Secretary. 

439: BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President of the Society, 
Mr. George Duncan. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance, Hogmanay dance 
and final dance. 

CHARLES L. SUTHERLAND, 

Secretary. 

454: ROTHERHAM AND DlSTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. Kidd, past President, 
Pontefract and District Caledonian Society. 

Other events: President's Reception, St. Andrew's Dinner Dance, 
30th November, 1970, and New Year's Ball, lst January, 1971. 

W. INGRAM, 

Secretary. 
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458: STONEHAVEN (FATHERLAND) BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 20th January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Charles C. Easton. 
Other events: Our annual bus run on 6th June, 1971, was to 

Carr Bridge, Inverness-shire. (Mrs.) MARJORY LEIPER, 
Secretary. 

461 : LEICESTER CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. L. W. Reid. 

Other events: The Scottish Country Dance team had two 
'firsts' in competitions in the Midlands, and the junior team in their 
first venture came second. 

The Society also retained the 'George McCulloch' trophy for the 
third time at the East Midlands Outing. 

The choir and dance teams are in great demand at fetes, hospitals, 
old people's homes, blind institutes, and at church services. 

St. Andrew's, New Year and 'End of Season' functions were 
well supported. G. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary. 

462; CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Tom Morrison. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner, Hogmanay ball (at which 

tombola stall raised £30 for charity), and various dances and social 
gatherings throughout the season. 

It is with very great sorrow that we report the death, on 25th 
June, 1971, of Edgar Fullerton Young, Past President of this Society 
and Honorary President of the Bums Federation, who only two 
years earlier had returned north to spend his retirement at Balmaha 
after years of devoted service to this Society. A well-attended 
Memorial Service at St. James's Church on 28th July reflected the 
high esteem in which he was held by all who knew him. 

The Society suffered another blow with the death the following 
day of the Rev. William J. Martin, who until his retirement last 
year was minister of St. Andrew's Church. A man of many talents, 
he was a loyal member and good friend of the Society with a deep 
love for and profound knowledge of the Bard. 

E. c. FISHER, 
Secretary. 
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469: DENNY CROSS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro-
posed by Mr. Wm. McRae, M.A. i 

Other events: Monthly meetings and schools competitions were 
held. 

St. Andrew's Dinner. THOMAS STOCKS, 

Secretary. 

470; ST. GILES BURNS CLUB, ELGIN 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 20th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Ex Lord Provost George 
Smith. 

The Toast, 'The Land we Live in,' was delivered in verse by 
Supt. Bums, N.E.C.C. 

Other events: A coffee evening was held in aid of Club funds at 
which approximately £100 was raised. 

It is hoped to run a St. Andrew's Night for members and friends 
where, combined with a musical evening, a film of the Life of 
Robert Burns will be shown. 

The Club suffered a severe loss by the sudden death of Mr. John 
Wright who was our principal guest at the 1970 Dinner. 

Louis G. GowANS, 

Secretary. 

472: RENFREWSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 

The Annual Burns Essay Competitions produced 1,604 entries 
from fifteen schools. 

This year's Wylie Bowling Trophy Competition was won by Fort 
Matilda Burns Club, which also won the prize for the highest-up 
rink. 

ROBERT MILLER, 

Secretary. 

476: BORDER CITIES BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1970, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. Skelton, from 
Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. 

Other events: Ladies' Night, St. Andrew's Night, Golf Tourna
ment, Picnic and Children's Christmas Party. 

P.P. JOHN G. SAUNDERS, 

Secretary-Treasurer • 
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479: 'QUEEN OF THE sount' LADIES (DUMFRIES) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Provost Ernest Robertson, 
O.B.E. 

Other events: President Mrs. E. Black laid a wreath at the 
Mausoleum in St. Michael's Church on 25th January, 1971. 

On 6th May, 1971, forty ladies from Annan Ladies' Burns Club 
were entertained at a social. 

BETTY L. PAISLEY, 
Secretary. 

492; HARROW AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Miss Margery Dalgleish. 
Other events: A full syllabus included many events of entertain

ment and culture, one of the most outstanding being a conducted 
visit of Westminster Abbey by the Purcell Singers. 

The Annual General Meeting approved the disbursal of £200 to 
local and Scottish Charities. 

R. M. GOWANS, 
Secretary. 

503: DUNBLANE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by our own member, Dr. W.R. Aitken, M.A., Ph.D., lecturer 
in librarianship at Strathclyde University. 

J.C. STURROCK, 
Secretary. 

511: PERTH (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro-

posed by Mrs. John Gray. 
Other events: Picnic to King's Park. 
Guests at Fremantle and Perth Burns Dinners. 
Our members were invited by the Scots Ladies' Club to their 

Gathering of the Clans Social. 
Some new members have been welcomed to our Club. 
An account of their attendance at the Burns Federation Confer

ence at Arbroath was given by Mr. and Mrs. George Todd. 
(Mrs.) JANET RUSSELL, 

Secretary. 
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516: THE AlRTS BURNS CLUB, PRESTONPANS 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. William Pollock, M.P.S., 
a native of Prestonpans who now lives in Wallsend. Northumberland. 

Other events: Monthly dances throughout the year. 
WALTER M. Mum, 

Secretary. 

530: SOUTHERN SCOTTISH COUNTIES BURNS ASSOCIATION 

The Commemorative Service was held in St. Michael's Church 
on 25th January, 1971. Provost E. Robertson, J.P., O.B.E., and 
representatives from Bums Clubs were in attendance. 

The wreath-laying ceremony at the Mausoleum followed there· 
after. 

OVer 1,000 pupils took part in the Scottish Literature Competi
tion. The Committee appreciate the interest that headmasters take 
in the competition and substantial prizes are awarded to the schools 
from the Association. MARY SHEARER, 

Secretary. 

548: LEEDS CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971 the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Colin R. M. Bell, 
M.A., a native of Kilmarnock. J. B. TURNBULL, 

Secretary. 

553: WOLVERHAMPTON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. H. I. C. Bowie. 

Other events: A Barn Dance, Hallowe'en Party, St. Andrew's 
Dance, Hogmanay Dance and a Scottish Country Dance and other 
functions. 

£20 was donated to local charities. 
Dr. A. S. NEILSON, 

Secretary. 

557: LADIES' BURNS CLUB OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

We had luncheon meetings in members' homes from September 
to May. At each of these meetings we had a Bums programme. 

(Mrs.) W. A. BURNS, 

Secretary. 
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559: COVENTRY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Jnunortal Memory' was proposed by F. G. Hawkins, Esq. 

Other events: 27th November, 1970, St. Andrew's Dinner Dance. 
As the result of a raffle, £29 was donated to Royal Caledonian 
Schools. 

lst January, 1971, Diamond Jubilee Ball. 
JoHN R. McCREATH, 

Secretary. 

563: NORFOLK CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Reverend James Currie, 
B.D., Minister of St. James (Pollok) Parish Church. 

Other events: Various functions during the season. The Annual 
Scots Concert presented by members and including special guests 
was held in March. 

More than 70 children attended the Hallowe'en Party and a 
record number were present at the Hogmanay Ball. 

D. LIVINGSTONE, 

Secretary. 

578: LANARKSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 13th February, 1971, the 
'Inunortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, President 
of the Burns Federation. 

Other events: Jn the past year the Club suffered a great loss by 
the death of Mr. Alex. Maxwell, Past President and founder member 
of the Club. Mr. Maxwell was also a member of the Burns Federa
tion for many years. 

THOMAS N. PATERSON, 

Secretary. 

580: CUMBRAE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. A. M. Nicolson, 
T.D.,M.A. 

The sum of £20 was collected for the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
and £5 for the National Dictionary. 

Other events: Annual Ladies' and St. Andrew's Night dance on 
29th November, 1970. 

J 
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Prizes were donated by the Club to Cumbrae Secondary School 
for recitations of Burns's poems. 

The prizes were presented by the President, Mr. John Rawes, at 
the school prizegiving on 29th June, 1971. 

JAMES c. ALLAN, 

Secretary. 

593: BARRMILL JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jas. Welsh, LL.B. 

Other events: Four open meetings were held during the year. 
B. c. BEARE, 

Secretary. 

612: TORRANCE MASONIC SOCIAL AND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1971, our guest 
speaker, who proposed the 'Immortal Memory,' was ex Provost 
of Kirkintilloch, Hugh Gillies, J.P., Ph.D. 

A generous collection towards the Jean Armour Building Fund 
was forwarded to the Glasgow and District Burns Association. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night was again celebrated on 28th 
November, 1970. The guest of the evening, who proposed 'St. 
Andrew and Scotland,' was Jas. P. Simpson, President of Glasgow 
and District Bums Association. 

We record with deep regret the passing of Brothers Jas. Stark, 
P.P., Alex. J. Allan, William C. Watson and George W. Black, a 
founder member of our Club. FRED. C. JORDAN, 

Secretary. 

626: MOFFAT AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Mr. McDonald 
from Tinwald Church, Amisfield, by Dumfries. 

Other events: Usual monthly meetings were held from October 
to April. 

C. I. YouNO, 

Secretary. 

630: COALSNAUGHTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by ex Bailie John Gray, Hon. 
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President, The Burns Federation. 
Collection was uplifted on behalf of the Jean Armour Bums 

Houses-£20. 
Other events: Children's picnic to Dunfermline, 21st June, 1970. 
On 31st October, 1970, Hallowe•en party for members, members' 

wives and children, and children's picnic, Safari Park, Blair 
Drummond, 12th July, 1971. 

On 18th July, 1971, Members and wives attended wreath-laying 
and service at Leglen Wood. 

Meetings between Fallin Gothenberg Burns Club No. 657 and our 
Club took place at Fallin and Coalsnaughton. 

Book prizes were awarded to winners of School Burns Competi
tion, also books gifted to young children who took up school during 
the year. 

Mr. Robert Gould, who for over 25 years had played the piano 
at the Anniversary Dinner and was made an Hon. Member two 
years ago, died suddenly during the month of May. His passing was 
a great shock to all our Club members. 

ALEX. c. CooK, 
Secretary. 

632: SYMINGTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Gray, Hon. 
President of the Burns Federation and Curator of the Tam o• 
Shanter Museum, Ayr. 

Collection taken on behalf of the Burns Houses and Burns 
Memorial Homes at Mauchline amounted to £10. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night function when speaker was the 
Rev. Colin R. M. Bell, Kilmarnock. 

Represented at Burns Church Service at St. Quivox in January 
and commemorative service at Leglen Wood in July. 

Prizes were awarded to School Burns Competition winners who 
entertained the members at our March meeting. 

Usual functions during the session and usual donations made to 
charities. 

We have to record with deep regret the passing of four loyal mem
bers, Mr. W. Speirs who was a former vice-president and committee 
member, Dr. Scott, Mr. T. W. Dalgleish and Miss J. Drennan. 

(Mrs.) JEAN ANDERSON, 

Secretary. 
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646: CLEAR WINDING DEVON ALVA BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by the Reverend Mr. Baxter. 

Other events: Social evenings were held in March, April, Septem
ber and October. 

Our 25th Anniversary Dinner was held in February, 1971. 
A summer outing took place in September, 1970. 

(Mrs.) DOREEN GILLIS, 
Secretary. 

659: DUNDEE BURNS SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. David W. Erskine, M.A .. 
Rector of Dundee High School (retd.). 

Other events: The Society meets on the first Wednesday of each 
month October to March, when lectures and concerts are given by 
prominent speakers and parties. 

Annual Church Service was held on 24th January in St. Andrew's 
Parish Church, Dundee. A feature of the Service was the calling 
to worship by the bells tolling out Scottish tunes. 

The annual outing was held on 22nd May to the East Neuk of 
Fife. 

A presentation was made to Mr. D. Small who had relinquished . 
the office of President after serving many years. 

JAMES N. ROBB, 

Secretary. 

660: LANGHOLM LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. David Mitchell, M.A., 
former headmaster of St. Mungo School. 

Other events: At the St. Andrew's Night meeting the speaker 
was the Revd. J. Brydon Maben, minister of Castleton Parish 
Church. 

A bring-and-buy sale was held in February. 
Evening outing to Glencaple on lst July, 1971, and a visit to 

lluthwell Church to view the famous Celtic Cross. 
(Mrs.) MARGARET A. BROWN, 

Secretary. 
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661: LBAMINGTON AND WARWICK CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Inunortal Memory' was pro
posed by Dr. Tom Baird, Coventry. 

Other events: Traditional Scottish functions were held during 
the year. 

S. HENDERSON, 

Secretary. 

663: BOURNEMOUTH CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by the Rev. Keith R. Brymer, Hon. Chaplain to the Society. 

Other events: A Haggis Night on 4th February, 1971. 
President's Night on 22nd April, 1971. 

A. F. SHAPLEY, 

Secretary. 

681: CRONIES BURNS CLUB, KILMARNOCK 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by the Rev. J. W. Cook, M.A., B.D. 

Other events: Twenty members attended the service in St. 
Quivox Church on 25th January, when the address was given by 
the Rev. Lyle Wilson. 

Twenty-seven members attended an outing to Irvine Burns 
Museum. This was a most interesting experience and thanks were 
expressed to Mr. Sam Gaw for his kind invitation. 

Thirty-two members attended the service at Leglen Wood. The 
company then visited the Masonic Temple at Tarbolton. 

STUART TwEEDIE, 

Secretary. 

683: STRATFORD·UPON·AVON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN 

SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Armstrong, Head
master of Mulberry Bush School near Oxford. 

Other events: President's evening in September, 1971, and various 
other traditional functions. 

(Mrs.) A. SINTON, 

Secretary. 



154 BURNS CLUB NOTES 

691: INVERNESS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the well-known Glasgow 
journalist, Mr. Jack House. 

Other events: Burns Competitions for scholars at three secondary 
schools were sponsored by the Club. Twenty awards were made for 
singing, essay writing and recitation. 

D. F. MACDOUGALL, 
Secretary. 

695 ! KILMARNOCK BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Paton, Alexandria. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 27th 
November, 1970, and a social evening and members' night on 5th 
March. 1971. 

MAY CALDWELL, 

Secretary. 

696: WHITLEY BAY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY OF ST, ANDREW 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Thomas Chalmers, Esq. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Ball and Annual Church Service. 
(Miss) J. H. COLVILLE, 

Secretary. 

699: CHOPPINOTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Chairman of our Club, 
Mr. Campbell Keenlyside. 

Other events: Twenty-first birthday party, 2nd May, 1970. 
Hallowe'en Dinner Dance, 24th October, 1970. 
St. Andrew's Dinner Dance, 2lst November, 1970. 
Ladies' Night Dinner Dance, 6th March, 1971. 

J.E. GODDEN, 

Secretary. 

701: THE DETROIT BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bro. Hugh McLaren. 

Other events: Since the last issue of the Burns Chronicle, two of 
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orir members have passed on to 'The Lando' the Leal'. Past Presi
dent and Honorary Life Member Malcolm McNiven, who was a 
great student of Bums and was always in demand as speaker on 
Burns both in the States and Canada. One of our younger members, 
W. George King, also passed away in April, 1971. 

The Detroit Bums Club was host to the Border Cities Burns Club 
in May, 1971. 

SAMUEL R. DICKEY, 

Secretary. 

706: NORTH LINDSEY SCOTS SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. F. J. Belford, M.A., 
F.E.I.S., of Edinburgh. 

Other events: President's Reception, 9th October, 1970. 
St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance was held on 27th November, 

1970. 
Traditional functions were celebrated throughout the year. 

ELIZABETH L. DAVENPORT, 

Secretary. 

707: MALVERN SCOTS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. Andrew Smart of West Byfleet, a Past President of the 
Club. 

Other events: A regular programme of social and traditional 
functions were held during the year. 

P. HOLLAND, 

Secretary. 

718: THE ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF YORK 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. J. S. Happel, M.B., 
Ch.B.(Glas.), F.R.C.G.P., D.Obst., R.C.O.G. 

Other events: 27th November, 1970, St. Andrew's Day function. 
Hogmanay Supper Dance and various other events and outings 

were held during the year. 
The Ladies' Circle continued to be active throughout the year. 

D.R. BOWLBY, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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720: RETFORD DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 20th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A., 
the President of the Bums Federation. 

Other events: Hallowe'en Party, St. Andrew's Night Haggis 
Supper, social evenings and a joint evening with the Welsh Society. 

(Mrs.) D. I. WALKER, 
Secretary. 

721: PLYMOUTH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, W. R. Baxter, 
Esq. 

Cheques for local charities were handed over. 
Other events: Hallowe'en, St. Andrew's Nicht, Xmas Party (for 

the bairns), Hogmanay and a Nicht wi' Burns. 
Outings to Weymouth, and weekend to London. 
Eight of our members journeyed from Plymouth to the Burns 

Federation Conference at Arbroath. 
CHARLOTTE Ross BAXTER, 

Secretary. 

722: BRIDLINGTON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

During the 1970-71 season the Society's Life and Founder Mem
ber, Mr. G. Clark, passed on whilst holding the President's Office. 

Mrs. Helen Penrose (Vice-President) very ably stepped into the 
breach fulfilling the duties of the office of President for the 
remainder of the season. 

Mr. Jimmy Shand, O.B.E., was elected an Honorary Life Member 
of the Society. 

MICHAEL J. L. COOK, 

Secretary. 

723; STRATHPEFFER BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Very Rev. The Dean of 
Moray, Wm. C. Gow, Dingwall. 

Other events: The Annual Schools Competition for Es.say and 
Recitation was again a great success. Books on Burns and Federa
tion Certificates were presented to the winners. 

WM. s. FAIRHOLM, M.B.E., 
Secretary. 
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725: BEN CLEUCH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Dan Mclldowie, 
Immediate Past President of the Burns Federation. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 28th November, 
1970. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 9th March, 1971. 
A book prize was awarded to the local academy. 

JOHN H. REID, 
Secretary. 

726: MELBOURNE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 5th February, 1971, we were 
fortunate to have with us Mr. and Mrs. J. McAulay and Mr. and 
Mrs. Moscrop. Mr. McAulay was President of the Glasgow Police 
Choir, and during the evening proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and 
rendered solos. 

Mr. Moscrop, from Carlisle Burns Club, gave recitations. 
Other events: A picnic held at Queentree Gully, was attended 

by a number of Club members. 
An evening was organised by Mrs. Baillie and Mrs. Lewin to . 

raise money for the 'Jean Armour Homes'. 
Another Club effort took place in October, 1971, for the same 

cause. 
We celebrated our 2lst birthday in July, 1971. 

STELLA M. BROWN, 

Secretary. 

727: THE ST. ANDREW SOClE.TY OF DENMARK 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, our Hon. 
Guest was the Lord Provost of Glasgow, the Rt. Hon. D. M. Liddle, 
who gave the 'Immortal Memory' and, on this occasion, presented 
the Society with a 'Glasgow Cup' to become the first prize of the 
Interscandinavian Pipe Band Championship. 

Other events: During the autumn season, 1970, we had a film 
evening and a lecture about Scottish folk music by a Danish expert 
on the subject. On 27th November the Night Ball was as usual 
the event of the year attended by many prominent persons including 
the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, the Rt. Hon. J. W. McKay, and 
the British Ambassador. . 

In 1971 we had on the evening of the A.G.M. a lecture given by 

... 
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a young Danish student who has written a book called 'The Mystery 
of the Loch Ness Monster'. 

The second performance of Highland Games took place in June 
with a audience of 3,000. Twenty-our members of the Pitlochry 
Pipe Band contributed to make this event even more successful 
than last year. 

In July a charter flight carried 56 people, members with their 
families, from Denmark to Scotland and 35 people from Scotland 
to Denmark for a fortnight's holiday. 

Earlier in the year we held a ceilidh and a spring dance. 
PER BERGENHOLZ, 

Secretary. 

728: TARBOLTON BACHELORS CLUB COMMfITEE 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The first Burns Supper organised 
by the Bachelors' Club Committee was held in the Bachelors' Club 
on 20th January, 1971. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
the chairman, Mr. John Weir. Other prominent speakers were Sir 
James Fergusson, Lord Lieutenant of the County, Captain Mott, 
National Trust Representative, and Mr. John Gray, Hon. 
President, Burns Federation. 

CHARLES H. GARVEN, 

Secretary. 

744: DURHAM AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J, F. T. Thomson, M.A., 
F.L.A., the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Bums Federation. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner Dance on 27th November, 
1970. 

On 14th July, 1971, the Society celebrated its 21st birthday with 
a Supper Dance in St. Mary's College, Durham. 

P.P. J. A. MCLEISH, 

Secretary. 

754: THORNTON CLEVELEYS AND DISTRICT scornsH. SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. J. L. Aird, a local 
resident, who was born in Ayr. 

Other events: Various functions during the season. 
We also took part in a ceilidh with other Scottish Societies on the 
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Fylde Coast to raise funds for the Highland Games held at 
Blackpool in June, 1971, and organised by the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Federation of Scottish Societies. 

ANGUS GEDDES, 

Secretary. 

761: KIRKTON 'BONNIE JEAN' BURNS CLUB, CARLUKE 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by J. K. McLenman, M.B.E., 
M.A., B.Sc., F.R.I.C., Chief Constable of Lanarkshire. 

JOHN STEWART, 

Secretary. 

768: AUCHTERDERRAN JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Penman, the Club 
Secretary. 

Other events: Hallowe'en was held on 31st October, 1970. 
Oub members judged the Auchterderran Junior High School 

Burns Competition. 
The book prizes to the winners were also donated by the Club. 

784: KELSO BURNS CLUB 

JAS. PENMAN, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Barry Bain, Assistant 
Director of Education for Roxburghshire. 

R. DONALDSON, C.A., 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

796: GATESHEAD AND DISTRICT ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 27th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Reverend R. G. Walker 
of Denewell Avenue Presbyterian Church, Low Fell, Gateshead. 

Other events: Film show with films from the Scottish Central 
Film Library on 29th October, 1970. 

St. Andrew's Dinner on lst December, 1970. 
Visit of a managing director from the Hebridean Perfume Com-



160 BURNS CLUB NOTES 

pany, Island of Barra, consisting of colour film and talk on work of 
the company, on lOth March, 1971. 

Annual outing to Close House, Heddon on the Wall, a New
castle University Centre, on Sth June, 1971. 

MARGARET MILLER, 

Past-Secretary. 

803: BOWHILL PEOPLE'S BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Reverend William L. 
Wilson, of St. Fothad's Church, Cardenden. 

Other events: The Club put on shows at the following Burns 
Suppers: Thornton Railway Club, Kirkcaldy British Legion, 
Lumphinnan Social Club, Boreland Community Club, Sinclairtown 
Railway Club, Dysart Old Folks B.S., and Kirkcaldy Travel Club. 
We also gave concerts to Dundonald Old Folks and McAinsh 
Church, Lochgelly. 

Our Club held various functions and also visited Gorebridge 
Burns Club. 

Children's competitions were held at Cardenden and Denend 
Primary Schools and Auchterderran Junior High. Seventy-two com
petitors took part and 18 book prizes and Burns Certificates given 
out. 

JAMES EWAN, 

Secretary. 

808: PONTEFRACT AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Kirk, Past President 
of the Doncaster Caledonian Society and a Past President of the 
Past Presidents' Association Of which he is a founder President. 

Other events: Various traditional functions, a visit to pantomime 
at York, and also a visit to Edinburgh Tattoo. 

During the year the Society's Pipe Band has been actively engaged 
on many occasions. They have taken part in several competitions 
and have won several cups. 

A Badminton Section has been formed and the Country Dancing 
Club meets each Friday and ran two very successful dances during 
the year. 

for Secretary. 
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809: ALLANTON JOLLY BEGGARS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. Neilson, Shotts. 
Other events: On lOth March, 1971, our Club held a Schools 

Burns Competition for singing and elecution. Pupils from four 
local primary schools competed. 

On 21st August, 1971, we were honoured by having the President 
and members of the executive committee of our District Association 
attend one of our social evenings. 

(Mrs.) ELIZABETH TRAIN, 
Secretary. 

811 : LOGANGATE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by Mr. Andrew Charters. 
Other events: The Annual St. Andrew's Dinner took place in 

November, 1970, and the principal guest was Hon. President Mr. 
John Gray. 

Monthly meetings took place from September, 1970, until April, 
1971. 

The annual outing took place in June, via Loch Lomond, Rest 
and be Thankful to Dunoon. 

WALTER HALL, Senior, 
Secretary. 

821: AYR MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Brother Andrew Aitken, a 
Past Master of Lodge Coila St. Andrew No. 1334. 

During the course of the evening the President, Crony R. Graves, 
presented Crony J. Niven, Past President, with a tankard in appreci
ation of his service to the Club. 

Other events: On 25th January, 1971, along with members of 
various other clubs, we took part in the wreath-laying ceremony 
at the Statue, when our President, Crony R. Graves, placed a wreath. 

We were also represented at the wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Statue on 18th July, 1971, followed by the annual commemorative 
service held at Leglen Wood. 

Ladies' night on 20th April, 1971, took the usual form of a visit 
to the theatre followed by dinner and social evening. 

F 

CHAS. P. STROYAN, 
Secretary. 

-
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822: MANSFIELD DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by G. Irvine, B.Sc., Past Presi· 
dent, Rotherham District Caledonian Society. 

Other events: Other successful functions held, including St. 
Andrew's Night and social evening. 

T. S. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary. 

834: ST.ANDREW'S SOCIETY (ALTRINCHAM, SALE AND DISTRICT) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Councillor J. B. Humphreys, 
Chairman, Bowdon U.D.C. 

Other events: Hogmanay Dance. T. C. LocmmAo, 
Secretary. 

839; COLDSTRl!AM BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. James Currie, B.D., 
of St. James's, Pollok, Parish Church, Glasgow. 

Other events: 'A nicht wi' Bums an' the women folk' was held 
on 12th February, 1971. 

A 'Tribute to Bums' was given by the Burns Federation President, 
Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, M.A. 

WM. JACKSON, 

Secretary. 

842: YE BONNIE DOON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro· 
posed by Professor Fred Moyes, who is associated with Macmaster 
University in Hamilton. 

Other events: In October, 1970, we entertained the old folks of 
Maccassa Lodge and also provided lunch for them. 

(Mrs.) J. CASSIDY, 

Secretary. 

845: TAM O' SHANTER BURNS CLUB, COVENTRY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. T. Baird. 

Other events: Various functions were held during the year. 
JAMES MCCAW, 

Secretary. 



BURNS CLUB NOTES 163 

854: NORTH EAST MIDLANDS ASSOCIATION OF SCOTIISH SOCIETIES 

At a Burns concert held on 18th April, 1971, we were delighted 
to welcome the President of the Burns Federation, Mrs. Jane Bur
goyne. 

Prizes were presented to our Verse Speaking and Song Competi
tion winners by Mrs. Burgoyne. 

Other events included: Verse Speaking Competition. Scottish 
Country Dance Festival, Children's Day and Garden Pete. 

J. ALLEN IRVINE, 

Secretary. 

860: SOUTHLAND BURNS CLUB, INVERCARGILL 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, with Council 
of Scottish Societies as host to mark City of Invercargill Centennial 
of Municipal Government. 

Rev. Campbell Nicoll proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. 
Other events: During the year Dunedin Burns Club paid a visit 

to Southland Burns Club, when both clubs combined to present a 
concert, and Southland Burns Club later paid a return visit to 
Dunedin Bums Club when both clubs again combined to stage a 
concert. 

Monthly concerts have been presented throughout the year. 
(Mrs.) J. L. BoNE, 

Secretary. 

862: MARKET RASEN SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2lst January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. J.B. Baird of Surrey. 

c. B. GRANT, 
Secretary. 

870: MASSACHUSETIS SCOTIISH BURNS ASSOCIATION 

On 15th January, 1972, we will celebrate our Tenth Anniversary 
as a Burns Association. 

ROBERT R. MATSON, 

Secretary. 

878: WORKSOP BURNS AND CALEDONIAN CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. W. Brodie, Past President of the Club. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Day Dance. 
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Children's outing to Nemass Sports Day at Rotherham. 
Scottish social evenings/dances every six weeks. 
President's Reception. Welcome surprise visit from Mrs. J. 

Burgoyne, M.A., President of Bums Federation and other Federa
tion officials down from Scotland. Guests included Mr. Matthew 
McLauchlan, President of Nemass and Senior Vice-President of 
Federation. Presidents from eight neighbouring: societies with their 
partners. A great boost to this young energetic society under their 
President Tom English, re-elected for second term this year. 

KATHLEEN ENGLISH, 

Secretary. 

880: OTLEY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
•immortal Memory' was proposed by the chief guest Mr. James 
Parnham, Leeds Caledonian Society. 

Other events: lOth October, 1970, President's Evening. 
7th November, 1970, Hallowe'en party (family party). 
30th November, 1970, St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance. 
January, 1971, Children's visit to pantomime. 
March, 1971, Members' evening (adults' coach trip and meal). 
24th April, 1971, Spring dance. 
19th June, 1971, Open air Scottish country dance. 
November, 1970 and February, 1971, Scottish country dances. 

E. M. WARNER, 

Secretary. 

881 : RUGELEY AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our new Hon. President, P. G. A. 
Sheldon, Esq., gave the principal speech. 

Other events: 28th August, 1971, an outing took place to the 
Edinburgh Tattoo. 

St. Andrew's Night function. 
C. SMITH, 

Secretary. 

887: GAINSBOROUGH AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 27th January, 1971, the 
•immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. G. Irvine of Rotherham. 

Other events: President's reception in September was well 
attended with guests from Retford, Sheffield, Worksop, Scunthorpe, 
Rotherham and Mansfield. 
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St. Andrew's Night was celebrated with a social evening and a 
show of films of travels in Scotland. 

L. W. REID, 
Secretary. 

889: G.E.C./A.E.I. '.BONNIB JEAN' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. J. M. MacKechnie, 
M.B.E., M.A. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night function was held on 28th 
November, 1970. 

On 22nd May, 1971, the Club visited Dumfries. 
R. B. CLELAND, 

Secretary. 

890: THE WOLLONGONG BURNS SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. H. V. S. (Jean) London 
of Sydney. 

Our distinguished guests included our Federal Parliamentary 
Representative Mr. R. F. X. Connor, M.L.A., and our State 
Parliamentary Representative, the late Mr. M. J. Hough. 

THOMAS NEW ALL, 

Secretary. 

892: AYRSHIRE METAL PRODUCTS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. Sam. K. Gaw, Past President Irvine Burns Oub. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night. 
Film shows during the season. ROBERT CAMPBELL, 

Secretary. 

893: NORTH BAY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by our Immediate Past President, Mr. Walter McFarlane, a 
native of Glasgow. 

Other events: Our Oub celebrated St. Andrew's Night with a 
traditional Scottish function. 

Earlier in the year, in deference to the wishes of some native Irish 
members, the Club held a St. Patrick's celebration on the appro-
priate date. · 
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A Hogmanay-New Year celebration function for members also 
took place. 

Our regular meetings are well attended. 
WILLIAM CASSON, 

Secretary. 

894: BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by W. Bowie, Esq., Past President 
of the Grimsby Caledonian Society. 

Other events: 27th November, 1970, Caledonian Ball at which 
sister societies in Hull, Scarborough, Bridlington and Hornsea 
were represented. 

29th November, 1970, St. Andrew's Day Service conducted by 
the Rev. J. Bruce-Hannah in St. Nicholas Church, Beverley. 

31st December, 1970, Hogmanay party. 
19th March, 1971, Buffet dance. 

WALTER PuNTON, 

Secretary. 

895: WESTERTON ARMS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. George Alexander. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night function was held on 28th 
November, 1970. 

Annual outing to the Border Country and visit to Abbotsford. 
Other social events were held throughout the year. 
The Club was represented by two rinks in the area bowling com

petition. 
JOHN NEILL, 

Secretary. 

900: IRVINE VALLEY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1971, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our President, Wm. Morrison. 

Other events: On Sunday, 20th June, 1971, our annual outing 
took place to Irvine Burns Museum and Heckling shop, Monument, 
etc. 

At Dinner, our host was Mr. Andrew Hood, Secretary and Past 
President of Irvine Bums Oub. 

ROBERT BROWN, 

Secretary. 
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901 : CRAMLINGTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1971, the 

'Immortal Memory• was proposed by Mr. Jack Marshall of Chop
pington. 

Other events: Our first social event was held in Cramlington on 
15th August, 1970. 

Hallowe'en on 31st October, 1970, and St. Andrew's Dinner 
Dance on 27th November, 1970. 

The Club had an outing to the Lowlands of Scotland on 28th 
August, 1971, to visit some of the places frequented by Robert 
Burns. 

FRANK HAMILTON, 

Secretary. 
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~ LIST OF THE 324 BURNS CLUBS' AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
QO THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1971. 

(Corrected to 3lst October, 1971) 

No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
0 Kilmarnock Burns Club - 1808 1885 40 John F. T. Thomson, A. Reid Hamilton, 84 John Finnie Street 

M.A., F.L.A. Kilmarnock ' 
The Burns Club of London - 1868 1885 204 Alan C. Brown Alex. A. Pow, 12 Grove Park, Kingsbury, 

London, NW9 OJX 

2 Alexandria Burns Club - - 1884 1885 120 Robert Armstrong John Barton, Cedar Cottage, 126 Middleton 
Street, Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 

4 Callander Burns Club - - 1877 188S 43 A. R. Thompson Archd. Whitehead, Woodvale, Lanrannoch 
Callander ' 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club - - 188S 1963 53 Alex V. Smail John Rae, East Morriston, Earls ton, 
Benvickshire 

7 Thistle Burns Club - - 1882 1885 so J. H. Borland William Jamieson, 278 Stonelaw Road 

1882 1886 207 C.R. Blues 
Rutherg!en ' 

9 Royalty Burns Club - - James C. Jaap, 83 Elmore Avenue, Simshill, 

1859 1886 120 A. E. Thurgood 
Glasgow, S.4 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club - Thomas Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road 

BrianBakel 
Dumbarton ' 

11 Chesterfield and District Cale- Miss D. N. Neish, 'Highlands', Millthorpe 
donian Association - - 1886 1886 164 Lane, Ho1mesfie1d, Sheffield, SIS SSA 

14 Dundee Burns Club - - 1860 1886 60 Ian Martin F. Curran, c/o Dundee Bums Club 37 

15 Belfast Burns Association 1886 1886 124 Mrs. Tom Allan 
Union Street, Dundee ' - Miss M. White, 'Rathcoole,' Lisbane, 
Comber, Co. Down 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
17 Nottingham Scottish Assoc. - 1871 1886 400 James Wilson R. W. Williamson, "Whitecroft", Main 

Street, Gunthorpe, Notts. 
20 Airdrie Burns Club - - 1883 1885 138 W. C. Henderson, 

M.A. 
Thomas J. Dunlop, 22 Manor Drive, Airdrie 

21 Greenock Burns Club - - 1801 1886 134 Duncan Mcsween R. Smith McFarlan, 'Rostherne,' Loch-
winnoch Road, Kilmacolm, Renfrew-
shire 

22 Edinburgh Bums Club - - 1848 1886 34 H.J. Hayhoe Mrs. A. St.C. Muir, 11 Royston Terrace, 
Goldenacre, Edinburgh, EH3 5QU 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club - - 1872 1886 100 James MacDonald David Watson, C.A., 147 Bath Street, 
Freer Glasgow, C.2 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Bums Club- 1825 1887 90 William B. Walker James G. Rennie, 11 Lynn Avenue, Dairy, 
Ayrshire 

36 Rosebery Burns Club • - 1885 1887 90 Robert Lindsay John Melville, 24 Woodlands Road, Glas-
gow, C.3 

37 Dollar Bums Club - - 1887 1887 80 Chartres Baillie Alex. B. Mclver, Gowanlea, 30 Dewar 
Street, Dollar, Clackma,nnanshire 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club - - 1872 1889 99 Charles C. Easton, Miss Margaret A. Haughs, B.Sc., 37 Kirk 
F,S.A.Scot. Crescent, North Cults, Aberdeen 

42 Strathearn Burns Club - - 1889 1890 20 John Duncan Mrs. G. B. Lowe, 10 Millar Street, Crief 
Perthshire ' 

45 Cumnock Burns Club - - 1887 1891 104 Robert Shankland K. H. McCall, 51 
Cumnock 

Richmond Terrace, 

48 Paisley Bums Club - - 1805 1891 38 Archd. F. Craig Clark Hunter, 'Holmdale,' 27 Thornley 

James Struthers 
Park Avenue, Paisley 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club - - 1870 1891 1374 Robert Donaldson, 42 Bothwell Street, 
Glasgow, C.2 - 50 Stirling Bums Club - - 1886 1892 100 Archibald Y. Henry Robb, LL.B., 3 Pitt Terrace, Stirling 

°' \0 Paterson 
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CS SS Derby Scottish Association 
and Bums Club - - 1890 1893 495 William C. Allan D. McLeod, 7 Balmoral Close, Littleover 

Derby, DE3 6DY ' 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik Burns Club 1893 1971 30 William Livingstone R. Ramsay, 10 Shawknowe Avenue Muir-
kirk ' 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars Burns John B. Henderson 
Club - - - - 1893 1893 90 Robert Smith, 105 Kim Drive Gourock 

62 Cupar Burns Club - - 1884 1893 100 Provost Andrew M. F. Small, 4 Hill Street, Cupar, Fife 
Scott 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) Burns 550 W. J. W. Graham 
Club - - - - 1893 1894 W. Page Burgess, 42 Renfield Street 

Glasgow, C.2 ' 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, inc. - 1861 1894 391 Stan Forbes J. D. McDonald, 8 McGeorge Avenue, 
Dunedin, New Zealand 

R. J. Monkhouse 
71 Carlisle Bums Club - - 1889 1895 25 S. Sinclair, 3 Holme Close, Scotby, Carlisle 

72 Partick Burns Oub - - 1885 1895 90 T. Murray Niven, Russell A. Sharp, 270 Dumbarton Road 
T.D., D.L. Partick, Glasgow, W.1 ' 

74 National Bums Memorial and 
1888 1895 Sir Claud Hagart John . Findlay, 299 West George Street, Cottage Homes, Mauchline -

Alexander of Glasgow, C.2 
Ballocbmyle, Bart. 

76 Brechin Burns Club - - 1894 1896 60 Alex. L. Eggo David Young, "Glenavon," 19 Eastbank, 
Brechin 

1896 87 82 Arbroath Bums Club - - 1888 David Chapel, M.B.E. R. Robertson, 10 Gallowden Rd., Arbroath, 
Angus 

85 Dunfermline United Bums 
1896 125 Club - - - - 1812 The Rt. Hon. the T. Spowart, M.A., 116 Dewar Street, 

Earl of Elgin and Dunfermline 
Kincardine, D.L., 
J.P., M.A. 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
89 Sunderland Burns Club - 1897 1897 88 W. Tait W. K. Donnan, S Buxton Gardens, Sunder-

95 Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 200 H. Busby 
land, SR3 lLZ 

- - John Irving, 18 Normandale Avenue, 
Heaton, Bolton, BLl 6BQ, Lanes. 

96 Jedburgh . - - - 1897 1897 62 Ex-Provost Charles John Ker Paton, 2 Meadow Street, Jedburgh 
Campbell 

112 Dumfries Bums Howff Club- 1889 1899 80 Ian Johnston David Miller, 64 Rosefield Road, Dumfries 

116 Greenloaning Bums Club - 1889 1900 40 Daniel J. Mclldowie J. W. Allardyce, Loanfoot, Auchterarder, 
Perthshire 

120 Bristol Caledonian Society - 1820 1900 280 A. W. Moir Lieut. Comdr. D. W. Wooller, R.N., 
'Parkwood,' Hazelwood Road, Bristol, 
BS91PX 

121 Hamilton Junior Bums Club- 1901 1965 40 Sam Pollock D. McCulloch, 22 Neisland Road, Hamil-
ton 

124 The Ninety Burns Club- - 1890 1902 58 Peter Whitelaw J. C. McVittie, W.S., 4 North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh, EH2 4HT 

126 Falkirk Burns Club - - 1866 1902 200 Campbell McAulay, Alex. Bennie, c/o Festus Moffat & Co. 
J.P. 138 High Street, Falkirk ' 

133 Newarthill Bums Club - - 1903 1904 30 Alexander Maxwell Thomas Boslem, 82 MosshaU Street, 

William Wittet, 
Newarthill, Motherwell 

149 Elgin Bums Club - - - 1901 1905 120 William D. G. Chalmers, Royal Bank 
C.B.E., J.P. Buildings, Elgin, Moray 

152 The Hamilton Burns Club - 1877 1906 215 Alastair A. Taylor, Lisle Pattison, T.D., F.C.l.S., Lisdor, 
A.B.I.B.A., Glasford Road, Strathaven, Lanarkshire 
A.R.I.A.S. 

153 Scottish Burns Club - - 1904 1906 250 John C. McNicol K. E. Fisher, 160 Hope St., Glasgow, C.2 

:::; 158 Darlington Burns Association 1906 1906 76 Dr. W. A. Hogg T. W. Chater, 26 Langdale Road, Darling-- ton, Co. Durham 
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N 167 Birmingham and Midland 

308 W. B. Scott W. F. Pringle, 48 Chesterwood Road Scottish Society - - 1888 1924 
Birmingham, BI3 OQF ' 

169 Glasgow and District Bums 
1908 15 Clubs James M. Deas And!ew Stenhouse, M.A., LL.B., 82 West Association - - - 1907 

Nile Street, Glasgow, C.1 

173 Irvine Burns Club - - 1826 1908 550 R. Clement Wilson Andrew Hood, 'Chamberhouses,' Irvine 

176 Renfrew Burns Club - - 1964 1967 30 Archibald McKinstry William Alexander, 
Renfrew 

36 Oxford Road, 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars Club - 1909 1909 9 Dr. R. Mcinroy John Dorward, 17 Linfem Road, Dailly 

187 Galashiels Burns Club - - 1908 1909 100 Dean of Guild 
J.1. Geddes 

William E. McCrindle, 137 Wood Street 
Galashiels ' 

190 Port Glasgow Bums Club - 1910 1910 12 Edward Stewart Colin McKenzie, 3 Clyde Street Port 
Glasgow, Renfrewshire ' 

192 Ayrshire Association of Burns 
1908 1910 33 Clubs Mrs. Jean Anderson George Vallance, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar Clubs···· Cumnock ' 

197 Winnipeg Bums Club - - 1907 1911 40 Mrs. Hilton W. A. Olson, 461 Home Street, Winnipeg 
Estabrook Manitoba, Canada ' 

198 Gorebridge Bums Club - 1906 1911 250 Archibald Lochrie William Wardrop, Clapperton Villa, Bonny-
bank Road, Gorebridge, Midlothian · 

Newbattle and District Burns 199 1910 1911 60 J. Telford A. Wilson, 103 Sixth Street, Newtongrange Club - - - -
209 Greenock St. John's Burns 

1909 50 Club - - - - 1909 Robert Miller Robert Miller, 11 Murdieston Street, 

212 Portobello Burns Club • 1892 1913 60 J. S. Cavaye 
Greenock - Robert Mackay, 'Quardene 'Bryce Avenue 
Edinburgh, 7 ' ' 

-.r 



No. Name Inst. Fed. ,\!embers President Secretary 
217 Eskdale Bums Club - - 1886 1913 150 Mrs. Jean Dickson Mrs. Jean Mackie, 3 Holmwood Crescent, 

Langholm, Durofricsshire 
220 Bums Club of St. Louis . 1904 1913 30 Lamar W. McLeod John H. CUiling, Carondelet Foundry 

Company, 2101 So. Kingshigbway, St. 
Louis, Missouri 63110, U.S.A. 

226 Dumfries Burns Club - - 1820 1913 104 AndrewYoung,M.A. William J. McJannet, M.A., B.Com., 4 
Albany Place, Nunholm Road, Dumfries 

236 Whitehaven Bums Club - 1914 1914 60 Dr. A. S. Smith G. Young, 9 Whalley Drive, Miagey, 
Whitehaven 

237 Uddingston Masonic Burns 
Club - - . - 1914 1914 30 Joseph Polson Robert Paton, 91 Viewfield Road, Bellshill, 

Lanarkshire 
238 Bums Club of Atlanta • - 1896 1914 90 Louis N. Betts W. Richard Metcalfe, 112 Church Street, 

Decatur, Georgia, 30030, U.S.A. 

239 Hawick Bums Club - - 1878 1914 914 Edward Berridge Thomas Hunter, Albert Bridge, Hawick 

242 Montrose Burns Club • - 1908 1915 108 Dr. W. G. Carson James F. Smeaton, S Whinfield Way, Mon-
trose, Angus 

252 Alloway Burns Club - - 1908 1918 158 James Wilson George A. Bryan, 20 Hawkhill Avenue, Ayr 

263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club 1919 1919 150 Arch. McArthur Leslie S. McGregor, 120 Moss Heights 
Avenue, Glasgow, S.W.2 

274 Troon Burns Club - - 1920 1920 140 John Hay, M.A., B.A. T. Montgomery Brown, 36 West Portland 
Street, Troon 

275 Ayr Burns Club - - - 1886 1920 185 Chief-Supt. Andrew William Graham, M.A., 53 Fairfield Park, 
Charters Fairfield Road, Ayr 

::::.i 282 The Bums Bowling Assoc. - 1898 1920 17 Clubs John C. McNicol John Melville, 24 Woodlands Road, Glas-
w gow, C.3 
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Philadelphia North-eastern 
Bums Club - - - 1896 1921 32 John McGlinchey Alex. Macdonald, 4203 E. Barnett Street, 

Philadelphia, P.A., 19135, U.S.A. 

288 Beith Caledonia Burns Club - 1911 1921 40 George Wilson Robert Dale, 5 Myrtle Bank, Beith 

293 Newcraighall District Poosie 
Robert Porteous George Flockhart, 173 Portobe11o High 

Nansie Bums Club· - 1921 1921 35 
Street, Edinburgh, 15 

296 Walsall Burns Club . . 1900 1922 150 G. H. Henderson W. A. Reid, 16 Harpur Road, Walsall, 
Staffs. 

303 Victoria St. Andrew's and 
1922 344 W. James Kirk Mrs. J.C. Sutherland, 2315 Blanchard St. 

Caledonian Society . 1872 
Victoria, B.C., Canada ' 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Associ· 
1922 201 Rev. N. M. Bowman, G. H~nderson Laing, 50 Marrionville Dr., 

ation . . - - 1914 
M.A., B.D. Edinburgh, EH7 6BW 

310 Mauchline Bums Club - - 1923 1923 106 Dr. A. K. Martin D. I. Lyell, M.A., S Jean Armour Drive 
Mauchline ' 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 
1920 1923 80 M. Mcintyre Hood Mrs. A. Bruce, 9 Victor Park Terr., Corstor-

Edinburgh - . -
phine, Edinburgh, EH12 SBA 

320 Troy Bums Club - - - 1903 1924 30 Neil Laird James A. MacAdam, 31 Cardinal Avenue, 
Albany, N.Y., 12208, U.S.A. 

323 Kirkcudbright Burns Oub - 1918 1924 95 James Anderson Adam Gray, Jnr., lngleston, Borgue, Kirk-

Bingry Jolly Beggars Ladies' 
cudbrightshire 

326 1924 Burns Club . . . 1924 42 Mrs. W. Letham 

329 Newark and District Cal. Soc. 1923 1924 98 George S. Mcintyre D.Fraser Dewar, M.A., 47 Woodlands 

-
Winthorpe, Newark, Notts. ' 

111 
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336 Peterhead Burns Club - - 1826 1925 260 Alexander J. Clark J. M. M. Smith, 28 Blackhou--Terrace, 

Peterhead 
340 Balerno Bums Club - - 1881 1965 34 J. Taylor George Orr, to Deanpark Grove, Balerno, 

Midlothian 
341 Leith Bums Club - - - 1826 1925 65 William Brunton H. Robb, 6 Casselbank: Street, Leith, 

Edinburgh. 6 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) Burns Club 1905 1925 18 Thos. B. Davidson Stuart R. Irvine, Box 327, Chemainus, B.C., 

Canada 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel Bums Club 1923 1925 15 Mrs. Mary Forrest Mrs. E. Walker, 33 Calderhall Avenue, East 

Calder, Midlothian 
348 Newton Jean Armour Burns 

Club - - - - 1924 1925 35 Mrs. Mary Inglis Mrs. A. Munro, 60 Craigallan Avenue, 
Halfway, Cambuslang 

349 The Howff Burns Club - - 1925 1925 38 Robert Logan Mrs. Enez Logan, lE Richardland Place, 
Kilmarnock 

350 Markinch Burns Club • - 1899 1925 100 James Foulis John Reid, 16 Selkirk Street, Markinch, Fife 

354 Royal Clan, Order of Scottish 
Robert Lochhead William Slater, 38 Chauncy Street, Boston, Clans - - - - 1878 1926 15,767 

11, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 
355 Calcutta Burns Club - - 1926 1926 88 W. Burt A. T. Robertson, Royal Exchange, 6 Netaji 

Subhas Road, Calcutta, I, India 
356 Burnbank and Dist. Masonic 

Burns Club - - - 1826 1926 48 Adam Russell Charles C. Brownlie, 4 Yews Crescent 
Hamilton ' 

360 Lochee Burns Club - - 1926 1926 70 Alex Mowatt J. G. Watt, 300 Ctepington Road, Dundee, 
Angus 

- 363 V'l 
Barrow St. Andrew•s Society 1878 1926 136 Dr. W. J. Liddle, W. Eccles, "Greystead", 30 Dane Avenue 

M.B., F.R.C.S.(Ed.) Barrow-in-Furness ' 
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Catrine Bums Club - - 1925 1926 40 Allan Stoddart James Y. Roxburgh, 28 John St., Catrine, 

Mauchline, Ayrshire 
366 Liverpool Bums Club - - 1924 1926 90 Mrs. R. R. Hughes Miss Margaret J. Brownlie, 452 Queen's 

100 William Cameron 
Drive, Liverpool, IA 8UA 

370 Dundonald Bums Club - 1963 1964 George Dawes, 'Glebelands.' Main Street 
Dundonald, Ayrshire 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery Burns Club 1906 1927 80 Robert A. Robertson George Dickie, 9 Borestone Ave., IGlbirnie 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Bums Clubs 
Association - - - 1925 1927 13 Clubs Mrs. K. Y. A. Bone R. A. B. McLaren, 11 South Lauder Road 

Edinburgh, EH9 2NB ' 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

Burns Club - - - 1965 9 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 Trossachs Road, 

Mrs. M. McPhail 
Cathkin, Rutherglen 

388 Kyle Ladies' Bums Club - 1925 1927 25 Mrs. H. Shaw, 4 Hunter Street, Dykehead, 
Shotts, Lanarkshire 

392 Whiffiet Bums Club - - 1920 1928 40 William T. Scott W. C. Sproul, 65 Blair Road, Coatbridge 
Lanarkshire ' 

393 Annan Ladies' Bums Club - 1928 1928 120 Mrs. Crighton Mrs. Black, 18 Newington Avenue, Annan, 
Dumfriesshire 

398 Colinton Bums Club - - 1907 1928 53 Mrs. K. Y. A. Bone, J. J. D. Wallace, 8 Hailes Park, Colinton, 
M.A. Edinburgh, EH13 ONG 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) Burns 
Club, Dumfries - - 1876 1928 30 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 5 Greystone Ave., Dumfries 

i 
403 Fraserburgh Bums Club Henry W. Auchin- James B. Kay, J.P., A.C.I.S., F.I.B.(Scot)., 

L 
- 1928 1928 180 

achie, A.C.I.S., Royal Bank of Scotland Ltd., 62 Broad 
A.l.B.(Scot.) Street, Fraserburgh, AB4 SAS 

405 Caledonian Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 450 Mrs. Myra Gray R. Fyfe, 32 Main Road, Wharncliffe Side, 
Sheffield, 830 3DN 
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413 St. Andrew Society of San 

Fransisco - - - 1863 1929 100 Donald J. H. Sinclair Amos W. Wright, Galen Building, 391 
Sutter Street, San Fransisco, caJifomia, 
94108, U.S.A. 

417 Burnley and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1924 1929 111 Mrs. G. Greig James Clegg and Miss K. M. Clegg, 541 

Colme Road, Rudley, Burnley 

426 Sauchie Burns Club - - 1929 1929 100 David Gow, J.P. David S. Robertson, 31 Craigbank, Sauchie, 
By Alloa, aackmannanshire 

430 Gourock Bums aub . . 1887 1929 115 Douglas MacNiven D. Ferguson, M.A., "Rockside", 9 Albert 
Road, Gourock 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies' 
1929 1930 150 Mrs. L. Nicholson Mrs. R. Stutchbury, 1 Hima1aya Avenue, Club . . - -

Barrow-in-Furness, Lanes. 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Bums Club 1930 1930 100 Mrs. McGowan Mrs. Mary B. Schlag, 10 Osborne Crescent, 
Lochside, Dumfries 

439 Barnsley and District Scottish 
Society - - . - 1930 1930 64 Mrs. E. Gilfillan, C. L. Sutherland, 'Woodleigh,' Alverthorpe, 

M.B.E. Wakefield, Yorks. 

443 Victoria (B.C.) Burns Club - 1922 1931 66 John MacAllister Mrs. M. Ryles, 2393 Eastdowne Road, 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 

444 Swansea and West Wales Cale-
donian Society - - 1921 1931 312 A. K. Miller J. Lightbody, 42 Fairy Grove, Kilian, 

Swansea 
~ 446 Herefordshire Bums Club - 1910 1931 53 Very Rev. W. P. W. A. Muir, 3 Orchard Close, Holmer, 

" Shannon Hereford 
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~ 453 North-Eastern Burns Club of 

Philadelphia Ladies• Aux. 1927 1931 60 Mrs. Gertrude Mrs. Isabel Montgomery, 2 Purnell Avenue, 
McGuire Annaminson, NJ 08077, U.S.A. 

454 Rotherham and Dist. Scottish 
Association - - - 1924 1931 101 Gilbert Aitken W. Ingram, 10 Mortain Road, Moorgate, 

Rotherham 
458 Stonehaven (Fatherland) 

Burns Club - - - 1926 1932 119 W.R. Murray Mrs. Marjory Leiper, 5 John Street, Stone-
haven, Kincardineshire, AB3 2JX 

461 Leicester Caledonian Society 1877 1932 324 Mrs. Janet Cutting G. P. Robertson, 47 Brixham Drive, 
Wigston Fields, Leicester 

462 Cheltenham Scottish Society- 1930 1932 173 Alistair H. G. Major E. C. Fisher, Hamilton House, The 
McKelvie Park, Cheltenham, Glos., GL50 2RW 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club - 1932 1932 27 Thomas Fergus Thomas Stocks, 64 Beech Crescent, Duni-
pace, Stirlingsbire 

470 St. Giles' Bums· Club - - 1923 1932 46 George Peterkin L. G. Gowans, 28 King Street, New Elgin, 

472 Renfrewshire Association of 
Moray 

Bumsaubs - - - 1929 1932 11 Clubs Matthew Foulds Robert Miller, F.S.A.(Scot.), 11 Murdieston 

476 Border Cities Burns Qub 
Street, Greenock, Renfrewshire - 1932 1933 140 James B. Cook John G. Saunders, 796 .Monmouth Road, 

479 Queen of the South Ladies' 
Windsor, 15, Ontario, Canada 

Bums Club - - - 1932 1933 51 Mrs. E. Black Miss M. Esdaile, 20 Burns Street, Dumfries 
492 Harrow and Dist. Caledonian 

Society • - - - 1928 1934 430 W. Mathers G. F. Macfarlane, .524 Rayners ·Lane, 

494 Motherwell United Services 
Pinner, Middlesex 

Bums Club . - - 1934 1934 85 F. Paterson Angus Cameron Allan, 322 Watson Street, 
Motherwell 
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497 St. Andrew Burns Club (Well-

ington, N.Z.) • • - 1934 1934 130 A. E. Milne Miss B. Clark, P.O. Box 1049, Wellington, 
New Zealand 

SOO New Cumnock Burns Club • 1923 1934 250 James Swan W. C. G. Pearson, M.A., Schoolhouse 33 
Lanehead Terrace, New Cumnock, Ayr
shire 

501 Galt Burn3 Club • - 1907 1935 

503 Dunblane Burns Oub • - 1923 1935 

510 I.C.I. Grangemouth Bums 
aub - - - - 1935 1935 

511 Perth (West Australia) Burns 
Oub - - - - 1935 1935 

516 AirtsBurnsClub,Prestonpans 1936 1959 

518 Ye Auld Cronies Masonic 
Burns Club (Cleveland, 
Ohio) • - - • 1935 1936 

520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies' 
Bums Club - - - 1935 1936 

523 Highland Society of New 
South Wales - - - 1877 1936 

74 

80 

Thos. Milne 

D. A. McNeill, T.D., 
B.L. 

William Pettigrew, 34 Haddington, Galt, 
Ontario, Canada 

J. C. Sturrock, The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Ltd., 53a High Street, Dunblane 

150 G. J. Richards I. M. Haikett, c/o I.C.I. Grangemouth 
Recreation Club, Earl's Road, Grange
mouth, Stirlingshire 

60 Mrs. Margaret Nash Mrs. J. Russell, 56 Carcoola Street, Nolla-
mara, Perth 6061, West Australia 

50 Robert Hamilton Walter M. Muir, 89 Gardiner Road, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian 

8 A. Whitelock W. G. McColl, 3800 Woodridge Road, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 44121, U.S.A. 

15 Mrs. Elsie Gilmour Mrs. Olive Napier, 47 Douglas Street, 
Viewpark, Uddingston, Glasgow 

143 J. Millar A. R. McKenzie, Post Office Box C 172, 
Oarence Street Post Office, Sydney, 
N.S.W., Australia 
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~ 530 Southern Scottish Counties 

1937 18 Oubs Hugh Cunningham Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Burns Association - - 1937 
Lochside, Dumfries 

534 Bedlington and District Burns 
Dr. John Brown R. B. Hamilton, 1 Acom Avenue, Bedling-Oub - - - - 1934 1937 145 

ton, Northumberland 
535 Plymouth and District Cale-

A. C. Christie R. Stanley Scott, 45 Reddington Road, donian Society - - 1927 1937 130 
Higher Compton, Plymouth 

536 Whitham and District Burns 
William Rae, B.L., 58 George Street, Club - - - - 1937 1937 68 Rev. Angus W. 

Morrison, B.D. Whitham, Newton Stewart 

543 Abbey Craig Burns Club - 1935 1938 95 A. J. Gourlay A. J. Gourlay, "Fedra", Kier St., Bridge of 
Allan 

S41 Co album Miners Welfare 
Jolly Beggars - - - 1966 1966 60 John Ross Alexander Logan, 17 Manse View, Coal-

burn, Lanark 
548 Leeds Caledonian Society - 1894 1938 275 Duncan C. Snowden J. Brian Turnbull, 23 Hollin Hill Drive, 

Leeds, LS8 2PN 
5S1 Scarborough Caledonian Soc. 1934 1938 12S Thomas Ferguson W. O. Bishop, 106 Scrawlby Road, Scar-

SS3 Wolverhampton and District 
M.R.C.V.S. borough 

Caledonian Society - 1937 1937 109 J. J. Johnston Dr. A. S. Neilson, "Dunelm", Oak Drive, 
off Ebstree Road, Seisdon, Staffs. 

SSS Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 1921 1938 211 William Steel John C. McFarlane, 214 Wood.field Road, 
Harrogate 

556 Calcdonian Soc. of Doncaster 1883 1938 150 G. D. Pratt G. N. Thomas, 135 Zetland Rd., Doncaster 
Yorks. 
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551 Ladies' Bums Club of Atlanta, 

Georgia - - - 1937 1938 16 Miss Anna Kothe Mrs. W. A. Bums, 161 Bolling Rd., N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia, 30305, U.S.A. 

SS9 Coventry and Dist. Cal. Soc.~ 1911 1938 375 Alexander M. John R. McCreath, 51 Baginton Rd., Styve-
McDowall chale, Coventry, CV3 6JX, Warwickshire 

561 London (Ontario) Bums Club 1938 1939 60 Robert Clements Eldon W. Mitchell, 171 Dundas Street, 
London. Ontario, Canada 

562 Castle Douglas Burns Club • 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 Ernespie Road, Castle 
Douglas 

563 Norfolk Caledonian Society - 1934 1939 323 Mrs. D. McGregor Mrs. V. Livingstone, 12 Eastern Road, 
Thorpe St. Andrew, Norwich, Norfolk, 
NOR 83T 

566 Scottish Society and Burns 
Miss Grace C. Campbell, "Colingra", 238 Club of Australia - - 1939 1939 230 Charles Murray 

King Street, Mascot, 2020, N.S.W., 
Australia 

568 Darvel Bums Club - - 1938 1939 80 J. Gilliland James Hamilton, 18 Paterson Terrace, 
Darvel, Ayrshire 

570 The Scottish Clans Associ-
ation of London, Ltd. - 1898 1939 400 W. P. Raffan W. P. Ralfan, M.Sc., F. Inst.P., 2 Erridge 

Road, Merton Park, London, S. W. 19 
571 The Edmonton Burns Club - 1921 1971 - Jim Lefevre R. D. Laurenson, 8944 116 Street, Edmon-

ton Alberta, Canada 
512 Chester Caledonian Assoc. - 1884 1939 90 A. Maxwell Allan T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, Hunter St., 

Chester 
515 Windsor (Ont.) Jean Armour .... BumsOub - - - 1937 1939 22 Mrs. Marie Auld Mrs. Bella Tough, 2437 Arthur Road, Sand, 00 - Windsor, 19, Ontario, Canada 
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N 576 Fort Matilda Bums Club - 1934 1940 100 Leslie Bacon A. B. Hawkins, 9 Denholm Street, Greenock 

577 Dalserf and Clydesdale Burns 
William Crawford, Club - - - - 1939 1940 30 William Tannahill 69 Tinto Crescent, 

Wishaw 
578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of Burns 

Clubs - - - - 1924 1942 23 Clubs J. Cowan Thos. N. Paterson, 32 Etive Street, Pather 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club - - 1896 1942 120 John Rawes Jas. C. Allan, Craigengour, Millport, Isle of 
Cum brae 

581 Cumbemauld and Dist. Bums 
Club - - - - 1943 1943 40 John Boyle Thos. Stewart, 1 Carrick Road, Cumber-

nauld 
585 Queen's Park Bowling Club 

Clarinda Bums Circle - 1930 1943 180 Walter Scott G. 0. Martin, 175/15 Cathkinview Place, 
Glasgow, S.2 

592 Benwhat Burns Club - - 1941 1944 80 James Hill James McPhail, 17 Broomknowe, Dalmell-
ington 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns 
Club - - - - 1944 1967 45 R. W. Paterson B. C. Beare, 31 Crummock Street, Beith, 

Cuyahoga Bums Oub - 1934 1944 
Ayrshire 

594 - 32 Robert F. Campbell Mrs. R. F. Campbell, 3797 Parkdale Road, 
Oeveland Heights, Ohio, 44121, U.S.A. 

The Bums Society of the City 597 
of New York- - - 1871 1944 186 Dr. Robert 0. Renie Robert W. Morrison, 1869 Cider Mill Road, 

Union, N.J. 07083, U.S.A. 
606 Corby Stewarts & Lloyds' 

1945 Burns Club - - - 1944 32 W. Montgomery, J.P. R. G. Baldwin, 56A RibblesdaleAve., Corby, 
Northamptonshire 
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612 Torrance Masonic Social and 

Bums Club - - - 1928 1945 60 William Young Fred C. Jordan, Past President, Loch-

614 Bells hill Caiedonian Bums 
fauld Farm, Lambhill, Glasgow, N.W. 

Club - - - - 1969 1969 45 William Mitchell D. McKnight, 44 Beividere Crescent, 
Bellshill, Lanarkshire 

617 Reading and Dist. Caledonian 
Association - - - 1906 1946 200 R. C. Stuart Sturrock Wing Commander I. G. Best, R.A.F., 1031 

Oxford Road, Reading, RG3 6TL 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cale-

donian Society . - 194S 1945 200 D. H. Watson Mrs. E. Hewson, 330 Northenden Road, 
Sale, Cheshire 

620 The Muirhead Burns Club - 1942 1945 120 J. N. Lawson A. R. Crawford, "Greenan", High Station, 
Falkirk. 

626 MoffatandDistrictBurnsClub 1946 1946 72 G. W. Walker Charles J. Young, 4 Eastgate, Moffat 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars Bums 
Club - - - - 1889 1946 100 James D. Milloy John Kidd, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan Club • 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston R. Fraser, 14 Castle Avenue, Sanquhar, 
Dumfriesshire 

630 Coalsnaughton Bums Club - 1945 1946 96 Donald Archibald Alex. C. Cook, 4 School Terrace, Coals-
naughton, Tillicoultry 

632 Symington Burns Club - - 1946 1946 125 Thomas Anderson Mrs. Jean Anderson, 36 Linfem Avenue 
East, Kilmarnock 

637 Larkhall Applebank Bums ... Club - - - - 1941 1946 28 D. Banks John Perrie, 28 Westerton Ave., Strutherhill, 00 ..., 
Larkhall, Lanarkshire 
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.j>. 646 The Oear Winding Devon 

Secretary 

Alva Burns Club - - 1946 1947 64 James K. Fox Mrs. Doreen Gillis, 24 Parkgate, Alva, 
Clackmannanshire 

648 Carron Bridge Cronies Bums 
aub, Kilsyth - - 1941 

657 Fallin Gothenberg Burns Oub 1947 

659 Dundee Burns Society - - 1896 

660 Langholm Ladies' Burns Oub 1947 

661 Leamington and Warwick 
Caledonian Society - 1947 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cale-
donian Society - - 1907 

664 West Kilbride Burns Club - 1947 

665 Gartmom Ladies' Burns Oub 1947 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies Bums 
Oub - - - - 1947 

674 Manchester and Salford Cale-
donian Association - 1890 

1947 

1947 

1947 

1947 

1947 

1947 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1948 

35 

38 

115 

49 

70 

200 

195 

36 

135 

Tom Baxter 

J. Young 

Mrs. Jessie Wilson 
Myles 

Mrs. N. Ewart 

Dr. A. Urie 

Jack Campbell 

J. H. Workman 

Mrs. C. Fudge 

William Millar 

John Milligan, 6 Anderson Street, Bonny
bridge, Stirlingshire 

D. Hutchison, 60 Stirling Road, Fallin, 
Stirling 

James N. Robb, 14 Burn Street, Dundee, 
DD30LA 

Mrs. Margaret A. Brown, 32 Thomas 
Telford Road, Langholm, Dumfries
shire 

Miss S. Henderson, 62 Oarendon Avenue, 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 

A. F. Shapley, 5 Berwick Road, Talbot 
Woods, Bournemouth 

George Meikle, "Willowbank.'' 1 Summer
lea Road, Seamill, West Kilbride 

Mrs. Jane Dolan, 88 Gartmom Road, 
Sauchie, by Alloa 

James Muir, 71 Fleming Crescent, Irvine 

250 L. M. Angus- Mrs. F. S. Wenbom, 8 Firs Avenue, Firs-
Butterworth, wood, Manchester, 16 
M.A., F.S.A.Scot. 

J 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
679 Tullibody and Cambus Burns 

Club - - - - 1947 1948 60 Mrs. M. Hepburn Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace 

681 The Cronies Burns Club, Kil· 
Tullibody, Clackmannanshire ' 

rnamock - - . 1948 1948 50 T. A. McMillan Alex. Wylie, 26 Raithburn Avenue, Kil-
mamock 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon and 
Dist. Caledonian Society 1947 1948 100 Dr. A. R. Mcwhinney Mrs. A. Sinton, 5 Highfield Road, Stratford-

upon-Avon 
688 Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie 

Ladies' Bums Club • - 1939 1949 31 Mrs. A. Smith Mrs. C. Saunders, 77 Strathkinnes Road, 
Kirkcaldy, Fife 

691 Inverness Burns Club - - 1949 1949 70 N. R. Y. Agnew, D. F. MacDougall, "Belle Vue," Stratherick 
B.L. Road, Inverness 

693 Masonic Bums Club, Kirk-
cudbright - - - 1949 1949 77 Thos. A. Sproat Andrew S. Ross, 4A Atkinson Place, 

Kirkcudbright 

695 Kilmaronock Bums Club 
(Dunbartonshire) - - 1949 1949 56 George Forshaw Miss May Caldwell, Mid Gartocharn Farm, 

By Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. Society 
of St. Andrew - - 1930 1949 G. L. Brown Miss Jessie H. Colville, 60 Park Parade, 250 

Whitley Bay, Northumberland,NE261DX 

698 Turriff Burns Club - - 1920 1949 50 J. F. Brown L. G. A. Ruxton, Dundrennan, St. Andrew's 
Drive, Turriff 

~ 699 Choppington Bums Club - 1948 1949 36 Campbell Keenlyside J. E. Godden, 91 East Green, Choppington, 
VI Northumberland 



1 

.... No. Name Inst. Fed • Members President Secretary 
co 

John Ross Sam R. Dickey, 4700 Curtis Ave., Dearborn, Q\ 701 The Detroit Burns Club - 1912 1949 75 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48126 

706 North Lindsey Scots Society - 1927 1949 143 W. Gibbon Mrs. E. L. Davenport, 206 Ashby Road, 
Scunthorpe, Lines. 

707 Malvern Scots Club - - 1945 1949 100 J.B. Arthur Miss Penny Holland, 17 Mason Close, 
Malvern, Worcs. 

710 Burns Society of Toronto - 1896 1970 163 Robert W. McVey Jock Anderson, 17 Lamont Avenue, Weston, 
Ontario, Canada 

711 The Victorian Scottish Union 1905 1950 A. J. Erskine F. R. Stewart, 46 Donald Street, Footscray, 
Victoria, Australia 

716 Royal Caledonian Society of 1856 
Melbourne - -

1950 E. McPhee H. R. McKenzie, 14 Queen's Road, Mel-
boume, Australia 

718 The St. Andrew Society of 
'York - - - - 1894 1950 286 R. R. Ferguson D. R. Bowlby, 53 Manor Park Road, 

Rawcliffe, York, Y03 6UJ 
719 Chelmsford and Dist. Scottish 

Society - - - - 1934 1950 120 John Main D. A. Hodge, The Shelling, White Hart 

720 Retford and Dist. Caledonian 
Lane, Springfield, Chelmsford, CMl 5TD 

Society - - - - 1949 1950 90 Miss J. C. Massey Mrs. D. I. Walker, 37 Harewood Avenue, 
Retford, Notts. 

721 The Plymouth Bums Club - 1948 1950 160 Mrs. Susan Hosking Mrs. W. Ross Baxter, 35 The Knoll, Wood-
ford, Plympton, Plymouth, PL7 4SH, S. 
Devon 

~ 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
722 Bridlington and District Cale-

donian Society - - 1949 1950 45 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club - 1920 1950 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club- - 1936 1950 

726 Melbourne Burns Club- - 1950 1951 

727 The St. Andrew Society of 
Denmark - - - 1949 1951 

728 Bachelors' Club Committee, 
Tarbolton - - - 1951 1951 

730 Wigtown Burns Club - - 1905 1951 

740 Thorntree Mystic Burns Club 1949 1952 

741 Plean Burns Club - - 1952 1952 

00 743 The Romford Scottish Assoc. 1931 1952 
..... 

100 

73 

68 

283 

12 

60 

68 

44 

125 

President 

George Main 

John McLintock, 
M.A.,LL.B. 

Alex Cook 

Bernard Price 

Secretary 

M. J. L. Cook, D.M.A., 107A Cardigan 
Road, Bridlington, East Yorkshire 
William S. Fairholm, M.B.E., B.E.M .• 

Ardival Terr, Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 

John H. Reid, 13 Chapelle Crescent, 
Tillicoultry, Clackmannanshire 

Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 Elgar Road, 
Burwood, Victoria, 3125, Australia 

Alex Miller Mr. Per Bergenholz, 16 Radhuspladsen, 
1550 Copenhagen V, Denmark 

John Weir, D.S.O., Charles H. Garven, 109 St. Quivox Road, 
M.A., F.E.I.S., Prestwick . 
J.P. 

Gordon S. Henry 

Wm. Cockburn 

J. Keirs 

W. B. Wallace 

David S. Gladstone, "Glassock," Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownshire 

W. Muir, 101 High Street, Prestonpans, 
East Lothian 

John White, 67 Wallace Crescent, Plean, 
Stirling 

Mrs. J. A. Mackintosh, 52 Lake Rise, 
Gidea Park, Romford, Essex 
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;; No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President 
00 744 DurhamandDist. Caledonian 

Society - - - - 1950 1952 168 Mrs. Jessie Goodall 

745 Northumberland and Durham 
Caledonian Society . 1924 1952 500 J. S. Fraser 

746 Grimsby and Dist. Caledonian 
Society . - - - 1906 1952 114 Mrs. Dyte 

748 Ouplaymuir Burns Cub - 1940 1953 32 Thomas Bates, Jun. 

751 Worcester Scots Society - 1949 1953 100 N. A. Pringle 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew Soc. 1938 1953 150 V; W. N. Forrest 

754 Thornton CC1Jeleys and Dist. 
Scottish Society - - 1951 1953 85 H. Robert 

758 Bath and District Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1900 1953 100 Joseph Gourlay 

159 Sunderland and District Cale-
donian Society - - 1950 1953 105 W. K.Donnan 

761 Kirkton Bonnie Jean Bums 
Cub, Carluke - - 1953 1953 40 Andrew Young, 

M.A. 

Secretary 

J. A. McLeish, "Woodlands," 32 Caragh 
Road, Chester Le Street, Co. Durham 

J. G. Gall, 145 Osborne Road, Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, NE2-3JU 

Miss M. J. Sutherland, Back 50 Patick 
Street, Grimsby 

William Dunlop, "Woodside," Neilston 
Road, Uplawmoor, Glasgow 

J. F. C. Paine, Treasurer, 18 Fountain Court, 
Evesham, Yorks. 

G. M. Miller, 96 Oxenholme Road, Kendal, 
Westmorland 

A. A. Geddes, 50 Westmorland Avenue, 
Cleveleys, Blackpool, FY5 2LX 

A. Smith, "Beaumont," OakJands Drive, 
Oldland Common, Bristol 

Mrs. D. W. Jackson, 10 Valebrook:e, 
Tunstall Rd., Sunderland, Co. Durham 

John Stewart, 28 Mount Stewart Street, 
CarJuke, MLS 5EB, Lanarkshire 

J 



No. Na1114 Inst. Fed. Members PresidenJ Secretary 
763 Wakefield Caledonian Society 1953 1953 150 Mrs. Jean Cass Mrs. E. Young, 54 Silcoate Lane, Wren-

thorpe, Wakefield 
766 Glencoe and Dist. Bums Club 1953 1953 73 John Glenday I. W. McColl, 18 Rob Roy Road, Kinloch-

Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
leven, Argyll 

768 
Bums Club - - - 1912 1954 75 Thomas Herd James Penman, 12 Balderran Drive, Car-

denden, Fife 

769 Robert Bruce Burns Club - 1953 1954 so John Russell Per Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, 
Tullibody, Clacks. 

772 Prestwick Bums Club • - 1954 1954 60 William Blake Peter Hynd, 'Corrie,' 50 Ayr Road, Prest-
wick 

773 Cumnock Cronies Bums Qub 1910 1954 40 Jolm Mccreadie Stewart Gilmour, 9 Riverview, Cumnock 

774 Gloucester and Dist. Scottish 
Society - - - - 1949 1954 15 W. R. Davidson Mrs. M. Henderson, 83 Lilliesfield Avenue, 

Bamwood, Gloucester 
775 The Hartlepools Caledonian 

Society - . . - 1899 1954 154 A. M. F. Doig, B.Sc. Mrs. J. R. Taylor, 1 Coniscliffe Road, 
Hartlepool, Co. Durham 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. Scottish 
Society • - . - 1949 1954 137 G. Herbert Norman Spence, M.R.C.V.S., Bardon Cot-

tage, Church Walk, Atherstone, Warwick-
shire 

780 Isle of Man Caledonian Soc. • 1920 1955 250 H. D. McLeod, Mrs. Dorothy Annis, 'Holm,' 12 Howe 
F.Z.S., M.H.K., Road, Ochan, Isle of Man 
M.C. 

;; 781 Ochil View Bums Club- . 1953 1955 30 Henry Hall Henry Wilson, 8 ·Bain Street, Devonside, 
IO By Tillicoultry 



~ 

- No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 784 Kelso Burns Club - - 1872 1955 130 James C. Henderson R. Donaldson, C.A., 19 The Square, Kelso 

788 Harlow and Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1955 145 John Millar D. M. Austin, 74 Stile Croft, Harlow, Essex 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1946 1955 60 William Henderson Mrs. D. Doyle, 5 Lanac Road, Stratton St. 
Margaret, Swindon 

195 Longcroft, Bonnybridge and 
District Bums Club - - 1955 1956 36 D. H. Mann David Mann, 31 Mansfield Avenue, Bonny-

bridge 
796 Gateshead and District St. 

Andrew's Society - - 1955 1956 60 Mrs. J. H. Crozier Mrs. L. M. Chalmers, 68 Simpson Street, 
Cullercoats, Northumberland 

803 Bowhill People's Bums Club - 1940 1957 75 James G. Gillies James Ewan, 39 Kirkburn Drive, Carden-
den, Fife 

808 Pontefract & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1956 1957 200 J.H. Gray Mrs. D. Richmond, Maypole Farm, 
Wistowgate, Cawood, near Selby, York-
shire 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns 
Club - - - - 1957 1957 21 Abe Train Mrs. Elizabeth Train, 71 Woodside Cres., 

Newmains, Lanarkshire, ML2 9NA 

811 Logangate Burns Club - - 1957 1957 70 John Paterson Walter Hall, Sen., c/o J. Duncan, Darn-
connas Farm, by Auchinleck, Ayrshire 

812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 1886 1957 162 A. J. Adams, T. A. Mason, C.A., 40 Ashwell Road, 
B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. Bradford 9, Yorks. 

813 Tranent "25" Burns Club - 1892 1958 46 Robert Watt George Murdoch, 63 New Row, Tranent, 
East Lothian 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton) Bums 

aub - - - - 1958 1958 21 Andrew Wilson David Orr. 39 Hemphill View. Knocken-
tiber, Crosshouse, Kilmarnock 

818 Dalbeattie & Dist. Burns Club 1958 1958 40 James Campbell Ewan C. Mair, Briardale, Haugh Road, 
Dalbeattie, Kirkcudbrightshire 

821 Ayr Masonic Bums Club - 1919 1958 20 Richard Graves Chas. P. Stroyan, 50 BentfieldDr., Prestwick 

822 Marisfield Dist. Cal. Society - 1952 1959 40 W.C. Thom T. S. Robertson, Shinney Cottage, Oxton 
Hall, Southwell, Notts. 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
West PerthsWre Assoc. of 
Fed. Clubs . . . 1946 1959 36 Oubs D. Mcildowie Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tulli-

body 
825 The "Oarinda" Ladies Burns 

Club, Edinburgh - - 1959 1959 54 Mrs. Barbara Hutton Mrs. C. W. Henderson. 36 Gracemount 
Avenue, Edinburgh, EH16 6SS 

826 Burns Society of Charlotte, 
James B. Hunter Mrs. John Seaton, 1142 Wilharten Drive, North Carolina - - 1955 1959 189 

Charlotte, North Carolina, 28211, U.S.A. 
827 Zetland Ward Community 

Association • - - 1955 1959 200 Police Judge Daniel Chisholm, 27 Tweed St., Grange-
William Mathew mouth 

831 Lochgoilhead Burns aub . 1960 1960 32 Robert Armstrong Calum MacDonald, Burnside, Lochgoil-
head, Argyl1 

832 Lochore Lea Rig Burns Oub 1959 1960 30 William Renton 

::0 833 Alloa "Crown" Burns and - Social Club • . - 1948 1960 60 J. McConnell D. O'May, 115 Ashley Terrace, Alloa 



, 
::c; No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President 
N 834 St. Andrew's Soc. (Altrinc-

ham, Sale and District) - 1959 1960 150 J. Snaddon 

835 Lochaber Burns Club - - 1959 1960 

836 Hornsea and District Burns 
Club - - - - 1960 1960 

839 Coldstream • • 1888 1961 

841 Robert Burns Association of 
Montreal, Canada - - 1955 1961 

842 "Ye Bonnie Doon" Burns 
Club, Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada - - - • 1932 1961 

50 

80 

104 

160 

50 

845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry - 1959 1961 1500 

849 Jean Armour, Sauchie - - 1956 1961 60 

851 Auckland Burns Association- 1959 1962 40 

852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars - 1962 1962 83 

Archd. MacFarlane 

Mrs. L. Jacobsen 

James S. Davidson, 
B.Sc. 

James Murray 

William Lambie 

P. Grimes 

James Westwood 

George Peddison 

George Mccaig 

Ser.retary 

T. C. Lochead, 'Devisdale House,' St. 
Margaret's Rd., Bowdon, Altrincham 

Mrs. J. W. Banlcs, "Ballendean,'' Edenfield 
Avenue, Homsea, E. Yorks. 

William Jackson, Homestead, Hirsel, Cold
stream, Berwickshire 

W. J. McCullough, 555 80th Ave., Lasalle, 
Rue, Canada 

Mrs. J. Cassidy, 459 Franklin Road, 
Hamilton, 53, Ontario, Canada 

James McCaw, Tam O' Shanter Club, 
Hertford Place, Coventry, Warwickshire 

Russell Henderson, Mansefield Arms, 
Sauchie, Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

J. Shearer, 2 Maranui Avenue, Point 
Chevalier, Auckland 2, New Zealand 

James B. McCaig, 41 Pitfairn Road, Fish
cross, by Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

~ 



0 
No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Se<-retary 
854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 

of Scottish Societies - - 1956 1962 24 Socs. Matthew Mrs. J. A. Irvine, "Ulvescroft", 67 Bonet 
McLauchlan Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, Irvine - 1960 1963 130 R. Whyte J. J. Caldwell, Eglinton Anns Hotel, Irvine 

860 Southland Burns Club, New 
Zealand- - - - 1962 1963 90 William Adam Mrs. Jane L. Bone, 220 Pomona Street, 

Invercargill, New Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln - - 1948 1963 50 D.R. McNair-Taylor Mrs. E. M. Leighton, 59 Richmond Road, 
Lincoln 

862 Market Rasen and District 
Scottish Association - 1960 1963 150 E. A. Gass C. B. Grant, Glebe Farm, 

Binbrook, Lincoln 
Swinhope, 

863 Ballarat and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1907 1963 106 P. Stevenson 

864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania - 1962 1970 - J. Cameron Mrs. E. N. Tunbridge, 143 David Street, 
East Devonport, Tasmania, 7310 

865 Foresters Arms Burns Club - 1960 1963 35 L. Pope David Glen, 2 Bruce Terrace, Cambus-
barron, Stirling 

866 Heanor and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - - - 1955 1963 104 A. Ellis R. Shaw, 51A Ray Street, Heanor, Derby-

shire 

869 Port Adelaide Men's Burns - Club - - - - 1963 1963 22 John S. Hynd Frederick E. Benger, 37 Tapley's Hill Road. 
\0 w Hendon, South Australia 



~ 

~ ~;<> Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
Scottish Bums Association of 

Massachusetts - - 1961 1964 128 Mrs. Jessie Burns Robert R. Matson, 14 Woods Avenue, W. 
Somerville, Massachusetts, 02144, U.S.A. 

872 East Midland Scottish Socs. - 1949 1964 9 Socs. Dr. Wm. Marshall, Ian MacLachlan, 24 Collinwood Avenue, 
O.B.E. Corby, Northants 

873 Tam o' Shanter Club, Ndola, 
Zambia - - - - 1961 1964 48 A. G. Beveridge A. G. Beveridge, P.O. Box 1974, Ndola, 

Republic of Zambia 
874 The Masonic Club Burns Club, 

George Doig, 9 Courtis Street, Williams-Melbourne - - - 1963 1964 40 Chieftain Dan 
Stevenson town, Melbourne, Australia 

876 Tullibody Working Men's 
Bums Club - - - 1964 1965 40 D. Steel G. Penman, 42 Stirling Rd., Tullibody 

877 Montreal Caledonian Society 1855 1965 157 Rev. A. G. Hasson, 
M.A., B.D., S.T.M. 

878 Worksop Burns & Cal. Club - 1965 1965 100 Thomas H. English Mrs. Kathleen English, 166 Raymoth Lane, 
Worksop, Notts. 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. Society - 1960 1965 58 Mrs. Bessie Lockwood Mrs. Elizabeth M. Warner, 'Ardlui,' 35 Long 
+18Jun. Meadows, Bramhope, Leeds, LS16 9DU 

881 Rugeley & Dist. Bums Qub - 1966 1966 150 R. Cochrane C. Smith, 6 The Croft, Little Tixall Lane, 
Great Haywood, Stafford 

882 Canberra Highland Society & 
Burns Club - - - 1924 1966 780 Ron V. Kelly K. F. Smith, P.O. Box 69, Kingston, 

Canberra A.C.T., 2604, Australia 
884 Fife Burns Assoc. - - - 1964 1966 6 Clubs James Gillies Hugh Banks, 22 Balgreggie Park, Carden-

den, Fife 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
885 Motherwell & Wishaw Miners 

Welfare Burns Club - 1966 1967 71 John Milligan James Pearson, 12 Corrie Drive, Motherwell 

887 Gainsborough & District Cale-
donian Society - - 1952 1967 32 John Mathieson L. W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 Lea Road, 

Gainsborough, Lines. 
888 Vancouver Burns Club- - 1967 1967 20 Iain McLellan Mrs. Doris Lawrie, 3284 W. 14th Avenue, 

Vancouver, 8, B.C. 
889 G.E.C./A.E.I. "Bonnie Jean 

~urns Club • • • 1967 1967 20 Thomas Dickson R. B. Cleland, 16 Mcclurg Court, Mother-
well 

890 The Wollongong Burns Soc. - 1966 1967 50 Robert Henderson Thos. Newall, B.Sc., 92 Robson Road, 
Keiraville, Via Wollongong, 2500, N.S.W., 
Australia 

891 Fallin Miners Welfare Burns 
Club . . . - 1965 1967 50 John Hunter Duncan MacFarlane, 17 King Street, Fallin, 

by Stirling 

892 Ayrshire Metal Products Burns 1966 1968 170 William Ad.rain Robert Campbell, "Castle View", S Seagate, 
Club - - - - Irvine, Ayrshire 

893 North Bay Burns Club, Ont. 1968 1968 83 William Boyle William Carson, 1526 Pinewood Crescent, 
North Bay, Ontario, Canada 

894 Beverley & Dist. CaJ. Soc. - 1967 1968 67 Thomas S. Ferguson W. Punton, 35 Central Avenue, Beverley, 
Yorkshire, HUl 7 8LL 

895 Westerton Arms Burns Club- 1968 1968 40 James Johnstone John Neill, 7 Comton Vale Cottages, 
Comton Road, Stirling 

896 Sierra Leone Caledonian Soc. 1957 1968 54 F. C. Marks B. W. McCombe, c/o S.L.S.T. Ltd., P.O. - Box 11, Spiritus House, Howe Street, 
'° VI Freetown, Sierra Leone, W.A. 



~ 

- No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 

~ 897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 
Charles C. Easton, R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth Crescent, Mast-Association - - - 1948 1969 20 

F.S.A. rick, Aberdeen 
898 Peterlee & District Caledonian 

L. H. C. Battersby, 61 Relford Road, Society - - . . 1954 1969 20 John R. Napier 
Peterlee, Co. Durham 

899 Portsmouth and District Cal-
edonian Society - - 1898 1969 130 Mrs. I. Joly A. Hind, "Bonnie Banks," 39 Carmarthan 

Avenue, E. Cosham, Portsmouth 

900 Irvine Valley Burns Club . 1968 1970 40 William Morrison Robert Brown, 3 Fir Park, Moscow, 
Galston, Ayrshire 

901 Cramlington Burns Club . 1970 1970 30 G. M. Patterson F. Hamilton, 9 Sunnyside, Cramlington, 
Northumberland 

902 Newmarket Bums Club - 1959 1970 54 William Muirhead James Kemp, 49 Kincardine Road, Carron-
shore, by Falkirk 

903 Newhall Bums Club - - 1970 1970 - Hugh D. Parker Mrs. E. Logie, 4 Abbots Crescent, Newhall, 
Burton-on-Trent 

904 'Star of Burns Club', Larne • 1970 1971 25 R. Craig D. J. Black, 28 Lealies Drive, Anteville, 
Lame, N.I. 

905 Keighley & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1971 1971 - Mrs. D. Fletcher, Ashley House, Park Road, 
Crosshills, Keighley, Yorks. 

906 Ayrshire Constabulary Liter-
ary & Debating Society • 1926 1971 100 Chief Supt. Andrew Supt. Donald Irving, 33 Hayhill, Ayr 

Charters 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club- - 1971 - James Curr Richard Gibb, 157 Strathaven Road, Stone-

house, Lanarkshire 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 

543 Abbey Craig 722 Bridlington 
40 Aberdeen 401 Brig-en• (Waverley) 

889 A.E.I. (Motherwell) "Bonnie 120 Bristol 
Jean" 356 Burn bank 

20 Airdrie 864 Burnie Burns Club. Tasmania 
516 Airts Bums Club 417 Burnley 

2 Alexandria 282 Burns Bowling Association 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 112 Burns Howff 
833 Alloa "Crown" Burns Club 597 Burns Society of the City of 
252 Alloway New York 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Soc. 3S5 Calcutta 
393 Annan Ladies 4 Callander 
82 Arbroath 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

238 Atlanta 882 Canberra Highland Society 
551 --Ladies 71 Carlisle 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 761 Carluke 
851 Auckland Bums Assoc. 648 Carron Bridge Cronies 
906 Ayrshire Constabulary S62 Castle Douglas 
566 Australia, Scot. Soc. of 36S Catrine 
275 Ayr 719 Chelmsford 
821 Ayr Masonic 462 Cheltenham 
192 Ayrshire Assoc. S72 Chester Caled. Assoc. 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 11 Chesterfield 
728 Bachelors' Club (Tarbolton) 699 Choppington 
340 Balemo 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 
863 Ballarat & Dist. Caledonian S47 Coalbum Jolly Beggars 

Society. Victoria 630 Coalsnaughton 
439 Barnsley 839 Coldstream 
593 Bamnill Jolly Beggars 398 Colin ton 
363 Barrow 606 Corby 
758 Bath and District SS9 Coventry 
534 Bedlington and District 845 Coventry Tam o• Shanter 
288 Beith 901 Cramlington 
15 Belfast S81 Cumbernauld 

614 Bellshill Caledonian S80 Cum brae 
725 Ben Cleuch 4S Cumnock 
592 Benwhat 773 --Cronies 
894 Beverley & District Caledonian 62 Cu par 

Society S94 Cuyahoga County 
326 Bingry Ladies 818 Dalbeattie and District 
167 Birmingham 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton) 3S Dairy 
95 Bolton S77 Dalserf and Clydesdale 

476 Border Cities (Ont.) 1S8 Darlington 
663 Bournemouth 568 Darvel 
803 Bowhill People's Club 469 Denny Cross 
76 Brechin SS Derby 
49 Bridget on 701 Detroit 
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No. 

37 
556 

10 
226 
437 
503 

14 
659 
370 

69 
85 

744 
872 
22 

307 
825 

378 
571 
149 
217 

s 
126 
657 
891 
884 
852 
865 

576 
403 
887 
187 
501 
665 
796 
169 
263 
897 

766 
774 
198 
430 
59 

116 
21 

209 
746 
33 

152 
121 
842 
788 
SSS 
492 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

Dollar 
Doncaster 
Dumbarton 
Dumfries 
--Ladies No. l 
Dunblane 
Dundee 
--Bums Society 
Dundonald Bums Club 
Dunedin N.Z. 
Dunfermline 
Durham Caled. Soc. 
East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
Edinburgh 
--Ayrshire Assoc. 
-- Clarinda Ladies Burns 

Oub 
District Assoc. 

Edmonton 
El. 
Esfiale 
Ercildoune Bums Club 
Falkirk 
Fallin Gothenberg 
Fallin Miners Welfare 
Fife Burns Association 
Fishcross Jolly Beggars 
Foresters Arms BurnsClub 

(Cambusbarron) 
Fort Matilda 
Fraser burgh 
Gainsborough and District 
Galashiels 
Galt 
Gartmom Ladies 
Gateshead and District 
Glasgow Assoc. 
--Masonic 
Glenbervie Bums Memorials 

Assoc. 
Glencoe 
Gloucester Scottish Society 
Gore bridge 
Gourock 
Gourock Jolly Beggars 
Greenloaning 
Greenock 
--St. John's 
Grimsby 
Haggis 
Hamilton 
Hamilton Junior 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Harlow and District 
Harrogate 
Harrow 

No. 

349 Howff, Kilmarnock 
775 Hartlepools Cal. Soc. 
239 Hawick 
866 Heanor and District Cal. 

Society 
446 Herefordshire 
836 Hornsea and District 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 
691 Inverness 
173 Irvine 
859 Irvine Eglinton Bums Club 
900 Irvine Valley 
780 Isle of Man 
348 Jean Armour (Newton) 
849 Jean Armour, Sauchie 
96 Jedburgh 

905 Keighley & District 
784 Kelso 
377 Kilbirnie 

0 Kilmarnock 
681 --Cronies 
695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
323 Kirkcudbright 
693 --Masonic 
388 Kyle Ladies 
344 Ladysmith (B.C.) 
518 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
660 Langholm Ladies 
637 Larkhall Applebank 
661 Leamington and Warwick 
548 Leeds Caledonian Society 
461 Leicester 
341 Leith 
861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 
366 Liverpool 
360 Lochee 
835 Lochaber Burns Club 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 
832 Lochore Lea Rig Bums Club 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 

1 London 
570 --Clans Assoc. 
561 London (Ontario} 
795 Longcroft and District 
7CY/ Malvern Scots Club 
674 Manchester and Salford 
822 Mansfield Cal. Socy. 
862 Market Rasen and District 

Scottish Association 
3SO Markinch 
870 Massachusetts 
310 Mauchline 
726 Melbourne 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
716 -- Royal Caled. Society 
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No. No. 

626 Moffat and District 472 Renfrewshire Assoc. 
877 Montreal Cal. Soc. 720 Retford 
841 Montreal Robert Bums 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 

Association 743 Romford Scott. Assoc. 
242 Montrose 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 
494 Motherwell United Services 454 Rotherham 
885 Motherwell and Wishaw 354 Royal Clan 
620 Muirhead 9 Royalty 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 881 Ruge!ey and District 
74 National Memorial 834 St. Andrew's Society 

873 Ndola Tam o' Shanter (Altrincham, Sale & District) 
500 NewCumnock 812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 
903 Newhall, Burton Trent 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
523 N.S.W. Highland Soc. 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
329 Newark 470 St. Giles, Elgin 
133 Newarthill 220 St. Louis 
199 Newbattle 413 San Francisco 
293 Newcraighall 68 Sandyford 
902 Newmarket 629 Sanquhar 
124 Ninety 426 Sauchie 
563 Norfolk 551 Scarborough 
893 North Bay, Ontario 314 Scottish (Edin.5 
826 North Carolina 153 Scottish (Glas. 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 405 Sheffield 
145 Northumberland and Durham 896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 

Caled. Soc. 530 Southern Scot. Counties 
854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 

of Scottish Societies 904 'Star of Bums' Club, Lame 
17 Nottingham 50 Stirling 

777 Nuneaton 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
346 Oak bank West Perth Assoc. 
781 Ochil View 458 Stonehaven 
880 Otley and District 907 Stonehouse 
748 Ouplaymuir 683 Stratford upon Avon 
48 Paisley 42 Stratheam 
72 Partick 723 Strathpeffer 

511 Perth (West Australia) 89 Sunderland 
336 Peterhead 759 Sunderland and Dist. Cal. 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. Society 
284 Philadelphia North-eastern 444 Swansea 
453 --Ladies 632 Symington 
741 Plean 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
721 Plymouth 7 Thistle (Glasgow) 
535 Plymouth Caledonian Soc 754 Thornton Cleveleys 
808 Pontefract 740 Thom tree 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies 710 Toronto 

Kirkcaldy 612 Torrance Masonic 
869 Port Adelaide Men's Club 813 Tranent "2:5" 
190 Port-Glasgow 274 Troon 
212 Portobello 320 Troy 
899 Portsmouth 679 Tullibody and Cambus 
772 Prestwick 876 Tullibody Working Men's Club 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 698 Turriff 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 520 Uddingston Locblie Ladies 
617 Reading Caledonian Assoc. 237 Uddingston Masonic 
176 Renfrew Burns Club 888 Vancouver 

_ .. J 
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No. 

303 
443 
711 
763 
436 
296 
497 
664 
895 
753 
392 
236 
536 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

Victoria St. Andrew's Soc. 
Victoria Bums Club 
Victorian Scottish Union 
Wakefield 
Walney Ladies 
Walsall 
Wellington St. Andrew 
West Kilbride 
Westerton Arms 
Westmorland St. Andrew's 
Whiffiet 
Whitehaven 
Whithom 

No. 

696 
730 
515 
197 
890 
553 
751 
818 
518 
718 
827 

Whitley Bay and District 
Wigtown 
Windsor (Ont.) Jean Armour 
Winnipeg 
Wollongong 
Wolverhampton 
Worcester 
Worksop Bums and Cal. Club 
Ye Auld Cronies 
York St. Andrew Society 
Zetland Ward Community 

Assoc., Grangemoutb 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 
MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

In 1959, to mark the Bi-centenary of the Birth of Robert 

Burns, the Glasgow and District Bums Association, who 

manage the Jean Armour Burns Houses, completed the building 

of ten new houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 

Mauchline and these are now occupied. The tenants live there, 

rent and rate free and receive a small pension. 

Funds are urgently required to complete a further ten 

Houses. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation 

now to:-A. Neil Campbell, F.C.I.S., Hon. Treasurer, 
141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh, EHlO SPP 
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Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it, 
But we hae meat and we can eat, 
And sae the Lord be thanket. 

SECRETARIES OF 

BURNS CLUBS 

AND CALEDONIAN 

SOCIETIES 

are specially catered for 

by our Robert Burns 

Department 

PAPER NAPKINS (our own speciality) printed in colour with Poet's 
head and quotation-Brithers A', Selkirk Grace, Auld Lang Syne or 
Tartan Scottie-Box 250 £M5p. post free. Sample packet (50) 30p. 
post free. 

Collins complete Poems illustrated, bound tartan cloth £1·25p. 
Pocket editions Burns poems and songs-from 37fp. 

All new books on BURNS as published. 
Fine secondhand copies early illustrated editions of Burns' Poems 
usually in stock. 

50 Superb 'Braernar' colour-'In the Steps of Robert Burns' 35mm
£3·75 with extensive commentary. 

TARTAN PAPER in rolls 22 in. x 11 yds. Tartan Ribbon tin and 
1 in. 

Scottish Lion and St. Andrew's Flags-wool bunting 1 yd, It yds and 
2yds, always in stock-prices on request. 

Send for our price List B.Sc.6 of Burns Supper and St. Andrew's Night 
specialities and souvenirs for all Scottish occasions. Inquiries invited. 

DINWIDDIE'S of 
UM FRIES 

'The Clan Gift Shop' 

l'ru:NTERs, PuBLISHERS, BOOKSELLERS, STATIONERS, ETC. 

Established since 1846 by the Old Midsteeple, 
DUMFRIES (Telephone 5248). STD code 0387 

-
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CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GLASGOW 

The Museums 
and 

Art Gallery Department 
WELCOMES VISITORS 

to 

ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM, KELVINGROVE 

ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOGRAPHY, ARMS AND 

ARMOUR, NATURAL HISTORY, SHIP MODELS 

AND ENGINEERING, PAINTING AND ART OBJECTS 

{GENERAL), BRIDSH PAINTING, CONTINENTAL 

PAINTING. 

OLD GLASGOW MUSEUM, 
Glasgow Green 

COLLECTIONS CONCERNING THE HISTORY OF THE CITY 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT 
Albert Drive 

TRAMCARS, HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES, MOTOR 
VEHICLES, LOCOMOTIVES 

POLLOK HOUSE 

STIRLING MAXWELL COLLECTION 

Hours of Opening: 
DAILY-10 a.m. to 5 p.m. SUNDAYS-2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
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SCOTTISH 
NATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 

The object of the Dictionary is to record 
for posterity the language of the Scottish 
nation as it is enshrined in our literature, and 
not least in the works of Robert Burns. 

Vais. I, II, Ill, IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII have 
already been published and at least £30,000 
will be required to complete the remaining 
two volumes. 

The Dictionary is recognised as a Charity 
by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue. 

A Subscription to the work costs £50 (or 
£75 bound) and Donations and Legacies will 
be welcomed towards the cost of production. 

Full particulars from 

The Secretary, 
Scottish National Dictionary, 
27 George Square, 
Edinburgh. 

.... 
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A Town full of fun 
for the whole· 

family 

There's so much to do at AYR-a holiday town with 
attractions for everyone in your family. Enjoy sea, sun 
and sand, golfing, boating, dining, dancing, cinemas, 
theatres, swimming. Explore the old town interest and 

new town shops, relax in the 
beautiful parks and gardens-
make the most of your holiday 
in the heart of Burns country. 

Send 10p for your copy of the 
illustrated guide to Tourist 
Information Bureau, Dept. BC, 
30 Miller Road, Ayr. 
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The principal Dealers in the Local 

Authority field of investment 

invite inquiries 

SHORT LOAN & MORTGAGE 
COMP ANY LTD. 

BANKERS, DISCOUNT AND FISCAL AGENTS 

118 OLD BROAD STREET 

LONDON EC2N 1AH 

Telephone: 01-588 6292 (20 lines) = 
;s 

~--------------T-el-ex_:_8_8_5_38-0~------------' 

N. H. Woolleyf 
& co. LTD. I 

BANKERS § 

118 OLD BROAD STREET 

LONDON EC2N 1AH 

Telephone: 01-688 6292 (20 lines) 

Telex: 885380 

5 

~ = § 
§ 
§ 
= = 

it'iilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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The Burns House Museum, Mauchline, rescued from demolition 

and completely restored through the generosity of Burns lovers all 

over the world, is now open for your inspection. 

In addition to many relics of the Poet and his works, there is on 

display a collection of 'Folk objects', furniture etc., illustrating 

the history and industry of Mauchline and district. 

Open Weekdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

or by arrangement 

Admission Adults 1/- Children 6d 

Donations for the maintenance of this historic building will be 

gratefully received by the Secretary: 
William Bee, M.P.S., F.S.A.Scot., 5Loudoun Street, Mauchline 

• 
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BURNS' 
H 0 USE 
DUMFRIES 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries 

should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, 

in which tlze Poet lived and died. 
The House is upen to visitors and 

contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. Tlze House 

is one minute's walk from St. 
Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Burns 
Mausoleum. 

OPEN: 
lst April or Good Friday (whichever is earlier) to 30tb September 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-1p.m.,2-7 p.m. 
SUNDAYS 2 p.m.-7 p.m. 

lst October to 31st March or the day before Good Friday (wbichever i.. 
earlier) 
WEEKDAYS 
SUNDAYS 

10 a.m.-noon, 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Closed (Admission by special prior arrangement wi~ 

curator) 

Admission to House 
Adults 5p Children 2p 

'BURNS FAMILY TREE' 
Compiled by the late Tom McCrorie. 

On sale at House. price Sp; or by post from Ouator, price Sp. 
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AYR COUNTY COUNCIL 

Lre~~ ae~oan~ r~ r /«affle<k;. and .Jl/em:Jut.e 
The County has a growing expansion programme 
for industry, building, and recreation, with new 
academies, technical schools and other back-up 
facilities to make it the most advanced area in 
this part of the country, so beloved by Robt. Burns 

Brochures and further information from 

COUNTY ARCHITECTURAL & PLANNING DEPT., 
COUNTY BUILDINGS.AYR Tel. 0292-66922 

RABBIES IMMORTAL CHARACTERS 

TAM O'SHANTER 
and 

SOUTER JOHNNY 
These life size reproductions of their faces 

are cast in aluminium and painted in natural 
colouring. 
For details, dimensions and sketches please 
write to: 

Alexander Ferguson Ltd 
York Street Ayr 
Telephone AYR 65177 
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ewarS 
The scotch to keep on trying 

-it nevervaries 

J 
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Building Contractors • • • 

THOS. FINDLAY & Sons L~ 
MAUCHLINE 

Telephone; Maucbline 374 / S Established 1879 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS FOR 
BUILDING WORK OF 

ALL KINDS 

JOINERY 
FOR BANKS, SCHOOLS, 

CHURCHES, HOUSES, HOTELS, etc. 

• Woodworking Specialists 

BDBBBT HDBN 
28 St. Enoch Square, 

Glasgow Gl 4DB 

041-221 5788 

• 
Suppliers of Badges and 

Insignia 

of Office to the 

BURNS FEDERATION 

PRINTING? 
Phone IRVINE 3039 

All classes commercial work 

*Billheads 
*Letterheads 

*Invoice, Order Books 
*Wedding Stationery 

Commission Agents' Betting 
Slip Books and Cards 

Prompt delivery guaranteed 

Wm. Clarkson & Sons, 
10 EAST ROAD, IRVINE 
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I 
I 

Scotch as it used to be 
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Mogerley's 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all· over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 

Irvine Burns Club 
Now on view, in the Club Museum, 
Eglinton Street, Irvine: 

Five new and original paintings of scenes from 
'Tam 0 Shanter' by Angus Scott. 
An original pencil drawing of the poet by 
Naysmith. 
The Irvine Collection of original Burns 
Manuscripts. 

The Club will be opened at any time by appointment 

Enquiries should be made to 

Andrew Hood, Hon. Secretary, 
Chamberhouses, Irvine. 

Telephone Irvine 2126 (day) 3596 (night). 
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Grant Bros. (MEAT CANNERS> Ltd. 
706 GARSCUBE RD .. GLASGOW NW Tel: 041-332811 1 
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Established 
1610 

.oJ;he <'lobe ~nn . • 

·. · · the Globe Tavern here which for these many years 

has been my Howff .. : extract from letter by Robert 

Burns to George Thomson, April 1796 

Bed & Breakfast Lunches High Teas 

Manageress: Mrs. S. C. Baxter 

T e/ephone 2335 

56 High Street, Dumfries 
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This is the 

Dick Institute 

Kilmarnock 
boiler house of the Burns Federation 

When you visit the Burns Country 

Auld Killie 
is well worth a visit 
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A visit to the Land of Bums should include a visit 
to the Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building 
the starting point of "Tam's" immortal ride to Alloway 
Kirk is now open to the public as a Museum, containing 
many interesting exhibits connected with Robert Burns 

and his epic story of "Tam O' Shanter". 

Open Daily (except Sunday) 
April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 

S p.m. 

Admission: Adults Sp School Children 3p. 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns.'-Glasgow Herald. 

The National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 
to Poet Burns. 

~ENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the 
heart of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, 

carefully selected from all quarters. The Cottagers pay neither 
rent nor taxes, and in addition, receive an annual allowance. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, 
their own furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, 
and have their own friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers 
to continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' 
in ideal surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose, 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:
John Findlay, 

Secretary and Treasurer, 
299 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G2 4LA 
Tel. 041-221 5951. 
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The Luckenbooth Brooch . .. 
from designs of great antiquity, originating in the 'locked booths' 
in the High Street, Edinburgh, near St. Giles, in Gold or Silver. 

Gold, Plain 

Set Citrine 

£16·50 

£21 ·00 

Set Amethyst £21 ·00 

Each Gift Packed 

Gold £22·00 

Silver £4·00 

Illustrations actual size. 

Post Free UK. 

R. L. CHRISTIE 
JEWELLER 

17-20 BANK STREET 

EDINBURGH 

Established 1824 Telephone 031-225 8114 
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When in Dumfries-we invite you to visit our 

Bookshop 

Blacklock Parries & Sons Ltd 
General and Specialist Booksellers 

18-26 Church Crescent 

DUMFRIES 

Tel. 4288/9 

History of 
HIGHLAND CRAFTS 
(Privately owned by Scots) 

Highland Crafts was established shortly after the 
second world war. It has been a going concern for 
over a quarter of a century. Its reliability and good 
name is renowned by Seo~ the world over. Situated 
in Morningside, one of Edinburgh's thriving suburbs, 
it is away from the centre of the town. 
- Prices can be kept keen and still the high quality 
of Scottish Craftsmanship is maintained. Above all, 
the aim is to please you, the customer, at home or 
overseas. 
Send for our new comprehensive catalogue giving a full 
range of Highland Dress and Accessories. A full range 
of Clan Tartans of different qualities is detailed at the 
back of the catalogue. All Overseas orders are supplied 
tax free. 

GEOFFREY (Tailor) 

HIGHLAND CRAFTS 
Kilt Maker and Gents Tailors, Highland Outfitters. 

189 Mornlngslde Road, Edinburgh EHIO 4QP. 
(Dept. L) Telephone 031-+17-1294. 
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Busy 
people 
find it 
quicker 
by 
cheque 
••• not only quicker. but so much more convenient Safer too, as there's no need to keep 

large sums of ready cash beside you or in your pocket Enjoy the freedom a Clydesdale Bank 

cheque book confers upon you; next time you're near one of our Branches look In and arrange 

to open a current account You'll find our staff friendly and helpful. 

Clydesdale Bank Limited 

THE BANK FOR PEOPLE WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

China and Glass 
Royal Copenhagen, Royal Crown Derby, Royal 
Daulton, Royal Worcester, Minton, Spade, 
Wedgwood, etc., etc. 

Edinburgh Waterford : Webb Corbett 
& Whitefriars Crystal 
Caithness : littala & Wedgwood Glass 

Enquiries invited World Wide Service 

Royal Doulton Fine China Burns Plate 
£2·38 including post Export price £4·60 

HEAAo·s 
Prop. Robert T. Mirtle 

Glass and China Specialists Established 1895 

63 High Street, Nairn, Scotland Te/ephone3737 
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Club Secretaries 
Here is a tailor made evening for your members - with our compliments. 

The Royal Bank 
Free Film Service 

We will provide a programme of films drawn from our own range of films and 
the catalogue of the Scottish Central Film Library. We provide operator, pro
jector and screen to ensure a trouble free evening. 

For details on films and booking ask at your local branch or write or 'phone 

PR & Publicity Department 

~~ 
'9.C 

The Royal Bank 
of Scotland 

42 St. Andrew Square Edinburgh EH2 2YE 

• 
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pocket 
a wealth of confidence 

And convenience, tool 
The kind that we offer to 

tho'U8&.Dd8, in the 1hape of a Bank 
of8'xltland cheque book. 

Call it pocket ... ized 
pro1perity. Add a cheque card 
and a 1upply of our Scotcuh 
voucbara (which enable you to 
pt_,-2' houn out of :U), 

Services like these mile 
money handling so much easier. 
And it is thinking like this that helps 
to keep us Scotland'• tint Bank. 

The one for every intellipni 
Scot in the land. 

Call in at :your local BAllk of 
Scotland Branch todq. 

un or•BCOTUD 
~bank 
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