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EDITORIAL 

This issue of the Burns Chronicle marks the last of the 3rd Series. 
The 1st was edited by Dr. Duncan McNaught and the 2nd by Mr. 
James Cameron Ewing. 

The reason for a new series is that the Scottish Literature Com
mittee suggested a number of changes, the Executive Committee 
approved, and the delegates at the recent annual conference agreed 
without demur. 

This means that the 1976 Burns Chronicle will contain new 
features: news letters from overseas correspondents, items of special 
interest about clubs and societies, humourous anecdotes, photo
graphs of personalities throughout the Burns Federation, letters to 
the editor (which are invited now), and so on. 

Since 1892 articles on Robert Burns and aspects of Scottish 
Literature have interested only a minority of members; the majority 
are simply not interested in Bums or Scottish literature. Hence the 
reason the Burns Chronicle has never enjoyed big sales. 

Nevertheless, that minority, which to our mind, is vitally import
ant, will not be deprived of the literary section. In other words 
the aim is to include material which will prove readable to the 
majority- even to the use of small paragraphs, short words and 
larger print! 

In the present economic climate, this new Burns Chronicle will 
inevitably cost more to produce and a hundred or two extra copies 
will not solve anything. If it is to succeed, it will require an all-out 
effort and response from all members. 

A 



BURNS'S 'CLARINDA' IN JAMAICA, 1792 

By A. M. KINGHORN 

Of all countries outwith Scotland, Jamaica is the land which can 
claim the closest and most direct historical connections with the 
poet. Burns twice booked passage from Leith to Savannah-la-Mar 
in order to take up a job as 'book-keeper' on a small coffee 
plantation called 'Ayr-Mount', near Port Antonio in the north-east 
corner of the island. 'Ayr-Mount' was owned by Dr. Charles 
Douglas, whose brother Patrick of Garallen, Ayr, knew Burns and 
had recommended him as a reliable foreman, which is what a 
'book-keeper' really was, like a farm 'grieve' in Scotland.! 

But Burns never used his passage. Publication of his Kilmarnock 
volume in December, 1786, settled his immediate future and so 
emigration was cancelled. Nevertheless, in spite of his decision, 
Burns has gathered a special kind of immortality in local history on 
account of his bona fide intentions and the several references to 
Jamaica in his letters and poems. 

Less well reported in detail is the visit of the poet's friend Mrs. 
Agnes MacLehose, who actually did establish her physical presence 
in Kingston early in 1792. Under the novelettish nom-de-plume of 
'Clarinda' she carried on a wordy correspondence with Burns whom 
she encouraged, for epistolary purposes, to call himself'Sylvander', 
a pastoral pseudonym suggesting a wood-sprite. Agnes, or 'Nancy' 
MacLehose, aged 28, the well-connected daughter of a Glasgow 
surgeon named Andrew Craig, was quite different in character and 
education from the country girls of Burns's earlier experience. In 
addition, she was undoubtedly a woman of great physical attrac
tion; from a silhouette made by Miers in 1788 one may estimate 
the extent of her endowments in this respect. From Burns's point
of-view, these were augmented by the lady's cultural interests, for 
Agnes wrote verses, painted and read widely, accomplishments 
not often met with in domesticated females of that day and age. 

NOTES: 
-Address given at the Burns Supper proceedings, The Caledonian 

Society of Jamaica, Kingston, Jamaica, on Saturday, 26th January, 1974. 
(Text modified and explanatory footnotes added for purposes of 
publication.) 

lSee A. M. Kinghorn, 'Robert Burns and Jamaica' (Review of English 
Literature, vm, 3 (July, 1967», 70-80. This article was reproduced by 
kind permission of the publishers, Messrs. Longman Green, in The 
Jamaican Historical Society Bulletin, IV, 14 (June, 1968), 270-8. 



BURNS'S 'CLARINDA' IN JAMAICA 3 

However, her husband, James MacLehose, a Glasgow lawyer 
whom she married when she was 17, seems to have been unable to 
appreciate his good fortune. He fathered her three, possibly four, 
children, but was never a good provider. On the contrary, he was an 
unreliable and recklessly-extravagant drinking companion for others 
of his sort, what one might call a bachelor bom, and a mental 
depressive, given to bursts of elation and fits of black gloom, like 
many of his contemporaries. Mter four years of cohabitation his 
wife could stand his tantrums no longer. In 1782 he moved south 
to London, there to fall into debt, while she left for Edinburgh to 
start a new life as a 'grass widow' in a Potterrow flat supported by 
a small annuity on which she had to feed and clothe her children. 

In 1787, Agnes, separated from her 'man' for seven years, met 
Robert Bums at a tea-party given by Miss Erskine Nimmo at 
Alison Square in the Old Town. They started writing to each other 
immediately. Bums's first recorded epistle is down-to-earth: 

I can say with truth, Madam, that I never met with a person 
in my life whom I more anxiously wished to meet again than 
yourself. Tonight I was to have that great pleasure-I was 
intoxicated with the idea-but an unlucky fall from a coach 
has so bruised one of my knees, that I can't stir my leg off the 
cushion.2 

but later he brings himself to utter more passionate sentiments. 
The burden of 'Clarinda's' letters is high-flown and frequently 
pretentious; her answer to 'Sylvander's' initial note, penned that 
same evening, was gushing: 

Inured as I have been to disappointments, I never felt more, 
nay, nor half so severely, for one of the same nature! The cruel 
cause, too, augments my uneasiness. I trust you'll soon recover 
it. Meantime, if my sympathy, my friendship, can alleviate 
your pain, be assured you possess them. I am much flattered 
at being a favourite of yours.3 

Though it has never been established that his relationship with 
Oarinda was other than 'intellectual' or 'spiritual', for the surviving 

2J. de Laney Ferguson ed., The Letters of Robert Burns (Oxford 1931 
2 vols.), I, 143-4. This was actually his second letter to her, dated four 
days after their initial encounter. Note that the opening is similar to that 
of a 1786 letter to Thomas Campbell, Pencloe (Letters, I, 38). 

3Raymond Lamont Brown, Clarinda, the intimate story of Robert 
Burns and Agnes MacLehose (Dewsbury: Martin Black Publications 
1968), 89. Text of the letters by Clarinda published in this volume is that 
edited by her grandson, William Craig MacLehose (Edin. 1843). 
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correspondence is inconclusive in this respect, one may conclude 
that here was a romance which rapidly ran through the typical 
course of an affaire, attained the giddy heights of emotional tension 
and upset, and gradually waned, to be replaced by platonic feelings. 
By March, 1788, by which time they had known each other for only 
three months, the reproachful note is already beginning to enter 
their letters. Of the 70 letters extant, 59 were written during the 
first eighteen weeks. Hers were full of priggish remonstrations and 
affectations of virtue and it must have become clear to Sylvander 
that the fastidious Clarinda had in her the makings of a reformer. 
Without telling her, he finally recognised Jean Armour as his lawful 
wife and this, together with his associations with other women, like 
Jenny Qow, who had provided him with immediate sexual relief, 
brought his active courtship of Mrs. MacLehose to an end. She 
was, after all, still married to a young man who showed no signs of 
making her a widow (though Bums calls her one in a letter to Richard 
Brown)4 and the idea of divorce would have been abhorrent to her 
provincial soul. 

In 1784, MacLehose, now a 'remittance man', according to report 
bailed out of imminent arrest for debt by his long-suffering family, 
left London for Kingston, Jamaica, with the intention of settling 
there. In the period 1730-80 large fortunes had been made by planters 
in the West Indian islands but by the time MacLehose arrived in the 
Caribbean it was no longer possible to acquire quick prosperity in 
this way. Increasing unrest among the slaves and the neglect of 
estates by absentee-landlords contributed largely to the decline. 

In Kingston, MacLehose reverted to his former profession, that 
of attorney-at-law, and within a few years was making £1000 per 
annum, more money than he could have hoped to earn in Glasgow 
even at the end of a legal career, let alone as a man in his thirties.S 

Yet he failed to maintain his wife and children. Though he wrote 
to Agnes occasionally, packing his letters with promises of reunion 
and, when the black mood took him, abuse, he sent no money. 
Hearing of his prosperity, the Faculties of Surgeons and Procurators 
in Glasgow withdrew an allowance of £18 yearly which had been 
obtained for Agnes, as the wife of a delinquent attorney and 

4Ferguson, ed. cit., I, 152 (30th December, 1787). 
~MacLehose may have acquired an interest in a plantation producing 

coffee or growing guinea-grass for fodder, an important commodity, but 
it is possible that this income was derived entirely from his law practice; 
Vice-Admiralty fees, for example, in connection with wrecked vessels 
were then an extremely profitable source of remuneration for attorneys. 
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daughter of a deceased surgeon. Her cousin Lord Craig, by then 
judge of the Court of Session, wrote to MacLehose early in 1789, 
as follows: 

I write you this letter to represent to you the situation of your 
family here. Your wife's father left some property in Glasgow, 
the interest of which your wife draws for the support of herself 
and children; but this not being sufficient, by the solicitation 
of some of your friends £8 a year was obtained from the 
Surgeons, and £10 a year from the Writers in Glasgow. Even 
this, however, did not do, owing to the great rise in the expense 
of housekeeping, and the necessary outlay for your children, and 
their education; so that I advanced money to Mrs. MacLehose, 
even while she got the above sums. Accounts, I am informed, 
have lately arrived from Jamaica, which I am very glad of, 
representing you to be in a very good situation and as having 
got into a very profitable business. 

The Surgeons and Writers have withdrawn their allowance; 
and I have been told their principal reason for doing so, is the 
accounts they have heard of the goodness of your situation. 
No remittance, however, has as yet come from you, and in this 
last year, owing to the withdrawal of the Writers and Surgeons, 
I have paid Mrs. MacLehose upwards of £30 above what I 
have received. No person, except my brother is willing to 
contribute anything; and all your own relatives have positively 
refused, from the beginning, to contribute a single farthing. 
In this situation I am resolved to advance no more money out 
of my funds on the account of your family. What I have already 
given, I have never laid my account in being re-imbursed, and it 
shall never more be thought of; but for the future, every con
sideration demands that you should yourself contribute for 
the support of your own children.6 

This measured request met with no reply. More desperate de
mands from Agnes were likewise disregarded, though MacLehose 
was never short of promises to the effect that his children would be 
given a boarding-school education appropriate to their station in 
life. 

In August, 1788, her second son died, leaving her youngest, Andrew, 
aged eight, alone with his mother.? A letter to MacLehose asking 

68rown,op. cit., 53-4 quotes the text of this letter. 
7She lost one infant in 1777 (her first-born). Andrew's birth date was 

21st April, 1780. She left MacLehose in December, 1780 (see Brown, 
op. cit., 30). 
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for funds produced an agreeable response; the boy, stated her hus
band, should receive an elaborate schooling at his expense, in Latin, 
French, dancing and fencing, all fees to be regularly and punctually 
paid. If she wished, his wife could come out to Jamaica, in which 
case: 

... I will immediately order my son up to London, and put him 
under the care of one of the first West India houses in the city, 
to receive the remainder of his education either at Westminster 
or at Eton, whichever they think the most advisable ... 8 

As a token of his good intentions, MacLehose enclosed a draft 
on Coutts's Bank for £50, evidently to pay for her passage to 
Kingston. This was the only payment which he ever sent to her 
during his lifetime; fortunately, the son Andrew was enabled 
through the good offices of her cousin Lord Craig, to become 
articled to a law office, and he eventually became a Writer to the 
Signet. No credit for this, however, attaches to his irresponsible 
father. 

Agnes took the latter at his word and booked a passage on the 
Roselle, sailing out of Leith under Captain Liddel, who knew Mac
Lehose and assured her that her husband had reformed. This 
statement further encouraged her to risk the hazardous two-month 
voyage of nearly 5000 miles taken at the worst time of year. She 
wrote a dramatic letter to Lord Craig, referring to what Liddel had 
said of MacLehose's changed ways: 

... He told me that Mr MacLehose had talked of me, and of 
my coming over, with great tenderness; and said, it would be 
my fault if we did not enjoy great happiness; and concluded 
with assuring me, if I were his own child he would advise me 
to go out. This conversation has tended greatly to decide my 
accepting my husband's invitation ... the result (i.e. of weighing 
up the pros and cons) is, my going to Jamaica ... After ten 
years' separation, and the sacrifice I make of bidding adieu 
(probably for ever) to my friends and my country-indeed, I 
am much depressed in mind-should I escape the sea, the clim
ate may prove fatal to me; but should it happen so, I have the 
satisfaction to think I shall die in attempting to attain happiness 
in that path of duty which Providence and a succession of 
events seem to point out for the best. 9 

and in the course of another communication to him, admitted that 

8Ibid., 55 and her journal entry, quoted 55-6. 
'illbid., 227-8. 
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she had 'a terror of the sea, and no less of the climate'.1o Jamaica 
had a bad reputation in the 18th century and Agnes must have been 
a woman of great determination and courage to have taken such a 
step. She could have had only the haziest idea of what she would 
find there and her optimism that MacLehose's temperament had 
been changed for the better by affluence was not deeply rooted. 

Before she embarked on Roselle, after many soul-searchings and 
hesitations, early in February, 1792, Oarinda addressed Sylvander 
in one of the last three letters known to have passed between them: 

Agitated, hurried to death, I sit down to write a few lines to 
you, my dear, dear friend! We are ordered aboard on Saturday, 
to sail on Sunday. And now, my dearest Sir, I have a few things 
to say to you, as the last advice of her, who could have lived or 
died with you! I am happy to know of your applying so steadily 
to the business you have engaged in, but oh, remember, this 
life is a short passing scene. Seek God's favour, keep his com
mandments, be solicitous to prepare for a happy eternity! 
There I trust, we will meet, in perfect and never-ending bliss. 
Read my former letters attentively ... as you value my peace, 
do not write me to Jamaica, until I let you know you may with 
safety,! 1 

Bums tried several times to get her Kingston address from Mary 
Peacock who had been entrusted with it, but she had been instructed 
not to reveal it. We have therefore no letters from Sylvander to 
Oarinda in Jamaica; in any event, she remained in the island only 
a short time, so that even if Burns had written, the letter probablY 
would never have been delivered to her, though MacLehose himself 
might have collected it eventually. Clarinda's caution was probably 
justified, recalling as she did MacLehose's jealous disposition. 

One unexpected cloud appeared on the horizon in the shape of 
another communication from MacLehose, which arrived on the 
day before Agnes was due to board Roselle. This amounted to a 
cancellation of his invitation to Kingston. She would, he predicted, 
find life there unpleasant. There was yellow fever to contend with, 
there was unrest among the natives and all things considered, she 
should put off her journey and remain amidst the domestic com
forts of civilised society until a later date. 

Agnes was not daunted by the implied threats contained in her 
husband's last-minute note and yielded herself to the dangers of the 

lOIbid., 229. 
llIbid., 191. 
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Atlantic, resolving to deal with those of Jamaica when she got there. 
It is usually said that MacLehose's statements were untrue, designed 
to stop a process which he himself had in a rash moment set in 
motion. The yellow fever explanation was rather belated-this had 
always been a scourge and continued to be one during most of the 
19th century, though rum was just as lethal for expatriates in the 
long term. 

As for the unrest, the Haitian revolution of 1790 had alerted 
authorities in Jamaica to the possibility of the infection spreading 
further and after 1791 careful security precautions were adopted, 
since of the 1200 white emigres who with their attachments (servants, 
concubines and illegitimate issue) sought sanctuary in Jamaica, 
some were suspected of being agents provocateurs. Though no 
related disorders took place there until the Maroon rebellion of 
1795, the atmosphere was very tense; in Saint-Domingue planta
tions had been burned and terror generated among the Haitian 
settlers. It was feared that Toussaint l'Ouverture might try to attack 
Jamaica in order to establish his own brand of black Republicanism 
in the colony; in addition, emissaries were sent by one of the French 
Commissioners in Saint-Domingue, Monsieur Roome, to attempt 
to stir up a slave-revolt in Jamaica-this conspiracy was detected 
in 1791 and several of its members hanged.12 

MacLehose was thus not making up a fiction though he had 
omitted from his letter what was presumably the main reason for 
his reluctance to bring his wife to Kingston. Not surprisingly, he 
had found another woman to share his bed and board. This rival, 
known euphemistically as a 'housekeeper', was named Ann Chalon 
Riviere, a creole girl who later bore MacLehose a daughter, 
baptised Ann Lavinia and given her father's surname according to 
contemporary custom.13 Ann the mother is usually referred to in 
biographies of Burns as a 'Jamaican' but a 'Barthelemy Riviere' 
occurs in 1795-1807 correspondence with the then Governor of 
Jamaica (the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres).14 This man was 
certainly a French emigre from Haiti, resettled under British protec
tion. MacLehose's concubine may have been an attachment of 
Riviere, possibly his natural.daughter, a mulatto considered as being 

12See Spenser St John, Hayti, or the Black Republic (1884: reprinted 
Lond. 1971),42; and Patrick Bryan, 'Emigres. Conflict and Reconcilia
tion. The French Emigres in Nineteenth Century Jamaica' (Jamaica Jour
nal, Vol. 7, No.3 (September, 1973», 13-19. 

13Bom 17th September, 1794 (Jamaica Archives). 
14Craw/ord Muniments, now in the John Rylands Library, Manchester. 
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of good class and an entirely suitable mistress for a rising Kingston 
barrister owning chambers in Duke Street, then as now the city's 
legal centre. Many of these emigres were impoverished, having 
abandoned their estates to the revolutionary arsonists to become 
a charge on the Jamaican authorities, and so any offer of shelter 
for them or for members of their households would have had to be 
considered. 

Agnes MacLehose in the meantime endured a rough voyage of 
just under nine weeks, during which she was uncomfortable, con
tinuously seasick and apprehensive. Roselle finally docked at King
ston early in April. The shade temperature at noon on the quayside 
must have been in the nineties with a high humidity. Like most 
newcomers, the lady felt the heat excessively. She had to remain on 
board for several hours waiting while a message was sent to 
MacLehose informing him that his wife had landed. It is usually 
held against him by scholars that he was not waiting to receive her, 
but in those days only approximate times of arrival could be pre
dicted and, in any case, he presumably hoped that she had accepted 
his advice and stayed in Edinburgh. 

Eventually, he put in an appearance. According to her reports, 
he reeked of liquor and used insulting language. Agnes realised 
that she had to deal with the same untrustworthy man from whom 
she had parted almost a decade before. Captain Liddel's confidence 
in her husband's metamorphosis had been misplaced. 

Did she think of Burns's last songs to her, enclosed in a letter 
dated 27th December, 1791 ?lS Now, little more than three months 
later, cast into unfamiliar and hostile surroundings, the well
intentioned Clarinda was about to be introduced to the colonial 
way of life to which MacLehose had become adapted. The time 
which his wife spent in this menage a trois cannot have been pleasant. 
The house was spacious, set in the area now known as Kingston 
Gardens, in those days open country divided into private properties 
of many acres. Compared with the cramped quarters which she 
had once shared with her husband in Glasgow such an establish
ment was a palace but for Agnes it became a place of torment. 
Recollecting the period in her journal, dated April, 1814, she wrote: 

... I arrived in Jamaica this day twenty-two years. What I 
suffered during the three months I remained there!l6 

lSPerguson, ed. cit., n, 102. These were: 'Ae fond kiss, and then we 
sever'; 'Behold the hour, the boat arrive!' and 'Ance mair I hail thee, 
thou gloomy December!' 

16Brown, 0,. cit, 65. 
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Of the beauties of the Jamaican landscape, the 'paradise of God' 
commented on by travellers from the time of Columbus onwards, 
the 'Indian grove ... Where now my Nancy's path may be' celebrated 
by Burns, she saw very little other than the Blue Mountains which 
could be observed from MacLehose's mansion at a range of some 
fifteen to twenty miles. The master of the house was often 
drunk and played cards with companions night after night. Now 
and again he beat his negro servants and threatened her when she 
tried to stop him. She soon became a nervous wreck, under the care 
of a Dr. Fife, suffering from heat prostration and sundry other 
effects of her sojourn in Kingston and wishing with all her heart 
that she were back in Scotland again. As we have seen from her 
letters to Burns, Agnes was at bottom a conventional soul, inclined 
to give vent to religious sentiments and trite moralising, and she 
must assuredly have been affronted by what on Edinburgh salon 
standards was appalling conduct. 

By the month of June, 1792, Roselle had refitted and was ready 
to return to Leith. Agnes explained the circumstances which com
pelled her to leave Jamaica as follows: 

... As my constitution never agreed with heat, I felt its bad 
effects as soon as we had crossed the Line; but the very cold 
reception I received from Mr MacLehose on landing, gave me 
a shock which, joined to the climate, deranged my mind to such 
a degree as made me not answerable for what I either said or 
did. My husband's after-kindness could not remove the compli
cation of nervous disorders which seized me. They increased to 
such a height that Dr Fife, the professional gentleman who 
attended me, and whose soothing manner I can never forget, 
was of opinion my going home was absolutely necessary
otherwise my reason if not my life, would fall a sacrifice. 
Accordingly in June I took leave of Mr MacLehose.-Our 
parting was most affectionate. On my part, it was with sincere 
regret that my health obliged me to leave him. Upon his, it 
was to all appearance equally so. However, we parted with 
mutual promises of constancy, and of keeping up a regular 
correspondence. After getting into the cool air, I gradually 
recovered my health .• .17 

Her attempts to persuade MacLehose to maintain herself and 
their offspring had failed, in spite of his apparently sentimental 
farewell. When she finally stepped ashore at Leith in August, 1792, 

17Ibid.,64. Her reference to 'crossing the Line' is misleading. 
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Agnes had £21 to her name and no prospects whatsoever. 
It would have fitted the highly-charged romantic character of the 

early correspondence between Sylvander and Clarinda if it could be 
shown that a happy reunion took place. But this did not happen; 
in fact, she did not attempt to get in touch with him on her return 
from Jamaica and he did not find out that the lady was back in 
Scotland until over six months had passed. In March, 1793, Bums 
wrote an anguished letter, commencing with a distant salutation 
and building up into incoherent and theatrical tirade: 

I suppose, my dear Madam, that by your neglecting to inform 
me of your arrival in Europe-a circumstance that could not be 
indifferent to me, as indeed no occurrence relating to you can 
-you meant to leave me to guess & gather that a correspon
dence I once had the honour & felicity to enjoy, is to be no 
more. Alas, what heavy laden sounds are these-'no more' 
. . .. If you are not to write such language, such sentiments, 
as you know I shall wish, shall delight to receive; I conjure 
you, By wounded pride! By ruined Peace! By frantic dis
appointed Passion! By all the many ills that constitute that sum 
of human woes-A BROKEN HEART!-To me to be silent for 
ever!!! If you insult me with the unfeeling apothegms of cold
blooded Caution, Mayall the-but hold-a Fiend could not 
breathe a malevolent wish on the head of My Angel! 
Mind my request !-If you send me a page baptised in the font 
of sanctimonious Prudence-By heaven, Earth & Hell, I will 
tear it into atoms!-18 

Oarinda's reply to this, if it ever came, has not survived. In fact 
Burns wrote only once more to her, in June, 1794, evidently by way 
of answer to a request for a letter: 

Before you ask my why I have not written you; first let me be 
informed of you how I shall write you? 'In Friendship' you 
say; & I have many a time taken up my pen to try an epistle 
of 'Friendship' to you; but it will not do: 'tis like Jove grasping 
a pop-gun after having wielded his thunder.~When I take up 
the pen, Recollection ruins me.-Ah! my ever dearest Clarinda! 
-Oarinda!-What a host of Memory's tenderest offspring 
crowd on my fancy at that sound!19 

He went on to say that he was happy to learn that her health 
had been recovered and continued in politely affectionate terms but 

18Ferguson, ed. cit., II, 155-6. The date is the editor's. 
19Ibid., 247. 
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the old spark was absent. Sylvander never met his Clarinda again, 
though she survived him by forty-five years. In 1831, when she was 
72, she made the following entry in her journal for 6th December. 
It recalled her undimmed memory of the poet as a young man of 
32, from whom she had parted for the last time forty years earlier: 

This is the day I never can forget. Parted with B. in the year 
1791 never more to meet in this world-Oh may we meet in 
Heaven!20 

a sentiment in which she frequently indulged. 
Mrs. MacLehose appears to have made the most of her association 

with Scotland's first poet. Her role as the renowned femme fatale 
suited her well and she became something of a walking legend in 
Edinburgh. Twenty-five letters were printed without authorisation 
in Glasgow in 1802 and during her lifetime many such versions 
were issued, some bearing but a distant resemblance to their holo
graph originals.21 The first authorised and complete copy, edited 
by her grandson William Craig MacLehose, appeared two years 
after her death, which occurred on 22nd October, 1841, at the 
advanced age of eighty-two. But from 1815 onwards Burns was 
celebrated annually, honoured in song and statue as a national 
hero, and his Oarinda bathed in the borrowed light of his immortal 
memory. 

It may be asked what became of MacLehose the estranged hus
band? Not much is known about his subsequent career, save that 
it continued to be successful. He was appointed Assistant-Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas for the Parish of Port Royal in 1795, 
held the post of Deputy Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for 
Kingston from 1790-1809, and in 1810 became Clerk of the same 
Court until his death in March, 1812, aged sixty years.22 Strangely 
enough, considering his profession, MacLehose died intestate. 
His grandson recalled: 

... A report reached this country, as being a matter of notoriety 
in Kingston, that some of his particular friends had, on the 

20Brown, op. cit., 76-7. 
21Brown lists 17, published between 1802-28 in Glasgow, Edinburgh, 

London, Belfast, Washington and Philadelphia. 
22Interred in Kingston Parish Churchyard. Burial registered as that of 

'James McLehose Attorney at Law'. Entry dated 17th March, 1812. 
signed' Alex. Campbell, Rector of Kingston' (Jamaica Archives: Register 
of Burials, Kingston, vol. 21 (1786-1816) 422). No headstone is recorded. 
Because of sub-tropical climatic conditions, it is reasonable to assume that 
the date of his death was Monday. 16th March. 
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approach of death, sent all his domestics out of the house; 
and, as soon as the breath quitted his body, carried off what
ever cash and documents there were. If so, the friends proved 
befitting the man. Notice, however, was given to Mrs MacLe
hose that a balance of several hundred pounds, belonging to her 
husband, was in the hands of Messrs Coutts in London, which 
she soon afterwards obtained.23 

The writer is understandably partial and in any case it is hard to 
find anything to say in MacLehose's defence, except that it takes 
two to spoil a marriage and that Agnes may not have been parti
cularly easy to live with; MacLehose, like Burns himself, was deter
mined to be a free spirit, away from the censoriousness of a wife with 
definite ideas concerning domestic reform, and according to the 
strict standards of his class, became a 'drop-out'. But he made good 
in Jamaica, in those days (and possibly even now) a symbol of escape 
from 'North British' conventions, and never returned to Scotland. 

His wife managed to obtain judgment from the Edinburgh Court 
in 1797 for maintenance following upon a legal separation and 
MacLehose was directed to pay her £100 per annum, a decree which 
he ignored, knowing that the Court's jurisdiction was rendered 
impotent by distance. The inventory of the estate of 'Mrs. Agnes 
Craig or MacLehose widow of the deceased James MacLehose 
of Jamaica,' dated 26th May, 1842, amounted to £1,044.11.2; this 
sum included £25, the latter sum being the valuation which her 
grandson placed 'upon 'Manuscripts, letters between the deceased 
under the name Clarinda' to Robert Bums under the name of 
'Sylvander' and copies of said'.24 

Oarinda, like her husband, left no will, and the residue of her 
estate went to her grandson, but to biographers of Bums she 
bequeathed an Immortal Memory-one which I am pleased to have 
had the privilege of recalling on this occasion.25 

23Brown, op. cit., 66-7. 
24lbid., 74-5. 
2s215th Anniversary. 
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MORE RECORDED VOICES 

By R. PEEL 

Enthusiasts of the recorded voice have been particularly well served 
over the past few months with a clutch of new material. 

First we had Robert Burns in Poetry. Song and Prose, and what 
makes this unique among Burns records is that it has excerpts from 
his letters interspersed between the poems and songs. The whole is 
arranged and performed by Arnold Johnston, who, we are told on 
the sleeve, was born in Cambuslang and took up citizenship of the 
U.S.A. in 1961, where he is now an Assistant Professor of English. 

Johnston is no grandiose singer, but brings to his renderings a 
simplicity all too often lost in the elaborate concert hall performance. 
I have always felt that the love songs, being such personal state
ments, gain little from a full orchestral backing, and the simpler 
the arrangement the nearer we get to a true Burns interpretation. 
(Readers interested in the ideal treatment of Burns in this respect 
should listen to Nigel Denver's There Was a Lad, Major Minor 
MMLP38, 1968, which contains some twenty-six songs and none 
of them butchered.) A printed text accompanies the Johnston record 
and though we may quibble with the marginal gloss-the 'sleekit' 
mouse is 'crafty', and Willie Wastle who could 'stown a clue' 
becomes 'obstinate'-these are but minor faults. Incidentally the 
reference numbers of the letters relate to the DeLancey Ferguson 
page numbers and not to the customary letters themselves. 

The complete record is as follows: 
Side 1: Life and Music, Scots Wha Hae, Method of Composing, The 

Lea Rig, Know Thyself, To a Mouse, To a Louse, Marriage, 
Sic a Wife as Willie Had, I Hae a Wife 0' My Ain, Excise, 
The De'il's Awa Wi' the Exciseman. 

Side 2, Women, The Braw Wooer, Bonie Doon, Green Grow the 
Rashes, Kirk Satire, Holy Willie's Prayer, Brotherhood, 
For A' That, Love, A Red Red Rose. 

We have had to wait a long time for Moira Anderson to con
centrate on a record solely devoted to Burns. The title is A Rosebud 
by my Early Walk and as usual the performance is immaculate. 

There are too few feminine voices on Burns records, with the 
result that as above, we have Johnston singing 'Last May a Braw 
Wooer' and Denver singing 'John Anderson' etc. 

The complete Moira Anderson record is: 
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Side 1: A Rosebud by my early walk; 0 Whistle and I'll come to 
you, my lad; The Lea Rig; Ay Waukin 0; My heart is 
sair; A Highland Lad. 

Side 2: Kenmure's on and awa', Willie; 0 wha rna babie-clouts 
will buy; Last Maya braw wooer; The Gallant Weaver; 
John Anderson, My Jo; Ye Banks and Braes 0' bonie 
Doon. 

Readers may remember that the first news of Robert Forman's 
record entitled The Bard was given in the Federation's Newsletter. 
The record consists of snippets from Burns, some very familiar, 
some not so. I'm not entirely convinced that a suitable sense of 
unity comes from it (or of an organ as background music) but the 
philosophy of Buros comes over clear enough. Using the poet's own 
words in this way is not entirely new (John Cairoey's Life of Robert 
Burns E.M.I. ZLP 2102 1967 is such an example) and I have always 
felt that it would be an improvement to have some form of index. 
A particular phrase may strike a responsive chord in the listener and 
there seems no way for him to locate it in the printed works, which 
for the newcomer must be particularly frustrating. However, this 
record captures the spirit of the poet in his various moods, and can 
withstand playing again and again. The sleeve carries an endorse
ment by Mr. Thomas J. Smith, who as Chairman of Peterhead 
Burns Club, considered it 'makes a most valuable contribution to 
our Scottish Heritage', and Mr. Charles C. Easton, 1972-73 
President of The Burns Federation, who writes, 'It constitutes a 
dialect study milestone, and is an enriching souvenir of Scotland'. 

The record is divided thus: 
Side 1: His Education, Ambition, Attitudes and Observation. 
Side 2: His Humour, Wit, Satire and Philosophy. 

Aimed at a wider audience we have Bill McCue singing The Best 
of Robert Burns. The low price, standard choice of songs and 
enthusiastic singing of this popular figure should guarantee steady 
sales. The contents are: 
Side 1: There was a Lad, Afton Water, Birks of Aberfeldy, My 

love she's but a lassie yet, Bonie lass 0' Ballochmyle, Go 
fetch to me a pint 0' wine, Banks of the Devon. 

Side 2: Scots Wha Hae, My love is like a Red, Red Rose, Willie 
Brew'd a Peck 0' Maut, Ae fond kiss, The De'il's Awa wi' 
the Exciseman, A Man's a Man for a' that, Auld Lang Syne. 

The most exciting innovation recently, however, must be the 
appearance of Robert Fergusson's poems on tape. Volume 1, 
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entitled An Edinburgh Calendar, is on a C-60 cassette and comprises : 
Side 1: 1. 'Comment' by Douglas Gifford. 

2. 'The King's Birthday in Edinburgh' read by Alex. 
MacMillan. 

3. 'The Rising of the Session' read by Jean Faulds. 
4. 'Leith Races' read by Robert Garioch. 
5. 'The Election' read by Alexander Scott. 

Side 2: 1. 'Caller Oysters' read by Robert Garioch. 
2. 'The Sitting of the Session' read by Jean Faulds. 
3. 'Hallow Fair' read by Alex. MacMillan and Alexander 

"cott. 
4. 'The Daft Days' read by Robert Garioch. 
5. 'Appraisal' by Alexander Scott. 

This is a brave attempt to enter a highly professional field, and 
since the market for this type of material must be small it 
undoubtedly needs the support of all Burnsians. 

The debt we owe to Fergusson as a forerunner of Burns is uni
versally acknowledged, but he is also a poet who deserves to be 
read for his own sake. Within the narrow range he set himself, 
Fergusson's technical skill and vivid style places him in the front 
line of Scottish writers, and in some ways it is unfortunate that he 
came so near to Burns in time that he is completely overshadowed 
by him. 

I hope that this tape is only the beginning of a Fergusson re
appraisal. The richness is there to be tapped with the satire of 
'Braid Oaith', the 'flyting' tradition of the 'Mutual Complaint of 
PIainstanes and Causey' or 'To the Tron-Kirk Bell', the patriotism 
of the 'Elegy on the Death of Scots Music', as well as the solemnity 
of 'The Farmer's Ingle' and the sheer panorama of 'Auld Reekie'. 
The contribution Scotsoun have made in releasing this tape is 
significant, their potential in the area of Scottish recorded poetry 
and song would seem to be immense. If only part of this were 
realised then truly we could proclaim: 

'Rejoice, ye Burghers, ane an' a', 
Lang look't for's come at last.' 

Recordings reviewed were: 
(i) Robert Burns in Poetry. Song and Prose. Arnold Johnston. 

Peerless. PCRS 114. £1'74. 
(ii) A Rosebud by my Early Walk. Moira Anderson. Decca 

SKL 5115. £2-15. 
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(iii) The Bard. Robert Forman. Grampian Records. SK 2013. 
£1·80. 

(iv) The Best of Robert Burns. Bill McCue. Beltona SBE 156. 
£0·99. 

(v) An Edinburgh Calendar-The Scottish Poems of Robert 
Fergusson, Vol. 1. Scotsoun. SSC RFI 001. 
(Scotsoun Productions, 13 Ashton Road, Glasgow 012 
SSP.) 



ROBERT TANNAHILL 
A BI-CENTENARY STUDY 

By CLARK HUNTER, 
Hon. Secretary of Paisley Burns Club 

In the year 1774 industry in Paisley, as we know it today, had not 
been born. Local manufacture was almost entirely confined to 
weaving and its associated trades and was carried on by some 4000 
weavers in cottages throughout the town. At the beginning of that 
century Paisley had a population of only 2200 persons with 87 looms, 
but the Union of the Parliaments, establishing the great Common 
Market of the time, was quickly seized by the industrious Paisley 
folks as a wonderful opportunity to extend the market for their 
weaving skills. 

By the time Robert Tannahill was born on the 3rd of June, 1774, 
fifteen years after Robert Burns, the population had increased to 
about 15,000. Many of the newcomers came from Ayrshire and one 
of these was James Tannahill, the father of Robert, and it was at 
his cottage and weaving shop in Castle Street that the poet was 
born. He was a delicate child with a slight deformity in his right 
leg and foot resulting, it is believed, from infantile paralysis and 
causing him a lot of pain in his younger days. Although the dis
ability appears to have improved as he grew older, he always had a 
limp and wore a thick stocking on his right leg which was thinner 
than the other. 

The year after Tannahill's birth his father bought a steading in 
Queen Street and the family moved to their new home and weaving 
shop in 1776. James Tannahill was a methodical man and the record 
still survives of the cost of the house which was £60.16.4 and that 
sum included the workmen's incentive, £1.14.5 for drink! This gives 
you some idea of the comparative cost of living for a 'bien' weaver 
two hundred years ago. Tannahill's cottage is now the property and 
home of Paisley Burns Club to whom it was presented by Miss 
Margaret Robertson of Sunnyside in 1935. It is still a cosy little 
house with caretakers in the living quarters and the weaving shop 
occupied as the meeting-place of the Club. 

Although there were few similarities between Burns and Tannahill, 
the fathers of both saw to it that their sons had the best education 
they could provide, and young Robert Tannahill was fortunate 
enough, for his time, to be at school from the age of six until he was 
twelve and a half when he was apprenticed to his father as a weaver. 
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By the time he had completed his apprenticeship, the name of the 
Ayrshire genius was known throughout the land, not least in Paisley 
where Alexander Pattison, a merchant, had sold 90 copies of the 
Edinburgh (1787) edition and so earned from Burns the by-name 
'Bookseller'. 

This local interest in Bums was further inspired by the publication 
in 1791 of 'Tam 0' Shanter' with its well known reference to 'Her 
cutty sark 0' Paisley ham', and when Tannahill completed his 
apprenticeship in the same year, at the age of seventeen, he walked 
to Ayr with some young friends to pay homage at Alloway Kirk. 
They stayed in Ayr for six weeks and there Tannahill wrote his 
first song, 'My Ain Kind Dearie, 0', a song-title which had 
previously been used by Fergusson and later incorporated by Burns 
in 'The Lea-Rig'. 

Tannahill appears to have been content to work away in his 
father's four loom weaving shop and there was the excitement of a 
brief love affair with Jenny or Jessie Tennant who had been born in 
Dunblane, hence the song, 'Jessie, The Flower 0' Dunblane'. The 
courtship came to an end when a serious depression in the weaving 
trade brought hardship to many households in Paisley, including 
the cottage in Queen Street. Eventually Robert and a younger 
brother, Hugh, were forced to go to Lancashire to find work and 
there the brothers remained until shortly before their father's death 
in 1802. 

When Robert returned, he worked away happily at his loom with 
his notebook at his side, jotting down poetic fancies as he threw the 
shuttle. Within a few months brother Hugh married, leaving Robert 
alone with his widowed Mother, the rest of the family having either 
died or married and left home. It was now that Tannahill began 
writing seriously and very soon a circle of friends with musical and 
literary interests gathered round him. The most important of these 
friendships was with a music teacher, R. A. Smith who wrote the 
music for, or set to music, some of Tannahill's finest songs. He 
later became precentor of Paisley Abbey and then of St. George's, 
Edinburgh. Between 1821 and 1824, a decade after Tannahill's 
death, Smith edited and arranged the music for a valuable six volume 
collection of Scottish songs entitled, The Scottish Minstrel, and he 
composed several psalm tunes which form part of the Presbyterian 
tradition. Other friends were James Scadlock, William McLaren 
and, from Kilbarchan, 'Blythe Jamie Barr' who wrote the music 
for 'Thou Bonnie Wood 0' Craigielea' and Robert Allan who 



20 ROBERT TANNAHILL 

published a small volume of verse in 1836. 
In 1805 Tannahill was the prime mover with Smith and McLaren 

in founding Paisley Burns Club, which may fairly claim to be the 
oldest formally constituted Burns Club, and the original minute 
book with the constitution written in the hand of Tannahill is 
preserved in Paisley Museum for all to see. Within Paisley Burns 
Club a unique tradition has grown with the years which com
memorates the fact that Tannahill was the first Secretary. At each 
anniversary dinner on 25th January the toast to, 'Robert Tannahill, 
founder and first Secretary' is given in so many words by the current 
Secretary and he is then called upon to reply, which he does by 
singing 'Thou Bonnie Wood 0' Craigielea', and although the Secre
taries are seldom chosen for their musical attributes their offering 
is always greeted with rapturous applause. It says much for the 
fortitude of the Paisley public and the enduring merits of the song! 

Tannahill's wprk began to appear in the transitory publications 
of the day, and then in the year 1807 he published by subscription a 
small volume of his poems, the only one published in his lifetime. 
It was an edition of 900 copies at 3/- each and was reasonably 
successful, exceptionally so for a volume of poetry, earning the 
author £20, which he lodged in the Union Bank after his subscrip
tions had been collected. 

Between 1807 and his death, Tannahill sent songs to various 
publications, in particular The Scots Magazine which printed 
'Loudon's Bonnie Woods,' 'Cruickston Castle,' 'Jessie, The Flower 
0' Dunblane,' and several others. This was Tannahill at the height 
of his powers and fame, and he also found time to help to establish 
a subscription library for local tradesmen. 

1810 was the last year of Tannahill's life. It started well enough. 
His songs were being sung and nothing gave him greater pleasure 
than to hear some unknown voice singing his words as he walked 
along the pavements which had just been laid in Paisley. In March 
of that year came the last highlight of his life. James Hogg, the 
Ettrick Shepherd, made a special visit to Paisley to meet him, and 
they spent some hours together and were joined by R. A. Smith 
and Jamie Barr. Tannahill heard all about the literary giants of 
Edinburgh not forgetting James Hogg himself, for he was no 
shrinking violet; but if the Ettrick Shepherd had no false modesty 
neither had he any false pride, and it is said that he got a lift back 
to Glasgow on an empty coal lorry and even stopped at the 
Halfway for a dram! 
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Tannahill at this time was thinking of publishing another edition of 
his poems but he could not bring himself to appeal to subscribers 
again. He first approached Stewart, a Greenock publisher, without 
success, and then sent his manuscripts to Constable in Edinburgh, 
but they were returned unread. 

Tannahill's health was now failing and these disappointments 
proved a death blow. On 14th May, he drew his £20 from the 
Union Bank, what he did with the money has never been established, 
and he burned all the manuscripts he could find. On 16th May, 
he went to Glasgow to see Alexander Borland, an old friend, 
who realised there was something far wrong with the poet and 
insisted on walking back to Paisley with him. Tannahill tried to give 
him the slip at Crookston Road End, but Borland saw him safely 
home to Queen Street. Old Mrs. Tannahill managed to get her son 
calmed and into bed in the little back room off the kitchen. In the 
early hours of the morning the old lady heard a noise, which may 
have been the back bedroom window being opened, but by the time 
she got into the room Tannahill had gone. 

Word was sent round to two of the poet's brothers and to Peter 
Burnett, a negro friend of the family. They ran down Queen Street 
and, in George Street, met a police-watchman who had seen some
one going towards Millarston, and there at the candren Burn 
Culvert, under the newly built canal, Black Peter found the poet's 
coat and silver watch. 

Robert Tannahill was buried in the graveyard of the West Relief 
Church, now the Canal Street Church, and unfortunately, as I 
write, his grave is untended and overgrown, but I believe Paisley 
Corporation has good intentions and we may see the condition of 
the grave improved to mark the bicentenary year) 

Tannahill's fame rests entirely on his talent as a lyric writer, but 
he was driven to attempt forms of expression beyond his poetic 
powers. The lack of critical judgement to discard these prevents 
him occupying that niche in our literature to which his other gifts 
entitle him. Within his narrow range, his touch was sure and his 
imagery alive with word music as revealed in songs like, 'The Braes 
0' Gleniffer,' and 'Gloomy Winter's Now Awa'.' Can you find 
more euphonic lines than these in all Scottish song? 

lAs this goes to the Editor in April, 1974, good intentions have culmin
ated in deeds and the local authority is landscaping the area around 
Tannahill's grave as their contribution to his bicentenary. 
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'The midges dance aboon the burn, 
The dews begin to faw, 

The paitricks down the rusty holm 
Set up their e'ening caw. 

Now loud and clear the blackbird's sang, 
Rings thro' the briery shaw, 

While flitting gay, the swallows play 
Aroun the castle wa'.' 

Tannahill was at his best when he was describing the simple scenes 
and glories of the countryside, particularly those places in Paisley 
he knew so well, Ferguslie, Craigielea, Stanely and Gleniffer Braes. 
Regrettably not all of his haunts with their romantic names have 
retained the charm which Tannahill's songs still possess after two 
hundred years! William Motherwell gave a single sentence descrip
tion of him which is most fitting: 'His heart was wedded to his own 
home, town and kindred,' and if the word 'poetry' were substituted 
for 'heart' the sentence would still be apt. 

At the one hundredth anniversary of Tannahill's birth there were 
many local celebrations including an open air concert in the Glen 
policies on the slopes of the Gleniffer Braes and these wonderfully 
popular concerts continued on the first Saturday of June right on 
into the nineteen-thirties.2 It has proved impracticable to revive 
the Glen concerts but there are plans to pay tribute to Tannahill 
with a bicentenary concert in Paisley Abbey. 

2The proceeds from these concerts paid for the Tannahill Statue in the 
grounds of Paisley Abbey and for the well-known Pomeroy statue of 
Burns in the Fountain Gardens, Paisley, which induced one Victorian 
gentleman to suggest that they had been 'raised on the wings of song'. 
A rather better phrase than Lord Roseberry's description of the Burns 
statue as 'petrified music'. See the 1897 Burns Chronicle for details of the 
unveiling ceremony by Lord Roseberry on 26th September, 1896. It is a 
fascinating example of the great orator's style. Equally fascinating are 
the advertisements in that Chronicle with Copland & Lye offering white 
dress shirts at 17/6 per half dozen! 



THE ELDER TREE 

My faither's mither said tae me 
I ne'er sud touch the Elder tree. 
'The bour-tree's evil', she wud say, 
'An' in its shade ye mauna play'. 

Later I wanted sair tae ken 
What herm the hour-tree did tae men; 
My grannie aye seemed sweer tae tell, 
But said that Judas hanged himsel 
Upon a bour-tree, an' his death 
Made the tree staund for dule an' skaith. 

My mither's mither had nae trok 
Wi' skeerie or wi' dowie folk. 
'The bour-tree's gude,' she said, 'an' braw 
An usefu' tae mankind ana'. 
The flooers are sweet, their scent is fine, 
We mak' the berries intae wine. 
An' in ablow its sonsie shade 
The Elder Mither's hame is made; 
Ye ne'er maun hurt the Elder Tree, 
Or woefu' weird she'll mak ye dree.' 

The bour-tree grew sae big an' great 
It made a shelter owre oor gate. 
Ae grannie said it sud be razed, 
The ither a' its virtues praised. 
My faither listened but did nocht. 
The thing was niver in my thocht
Till last nicht, neath the Elder tree, 
The things a laddie said tae me 
Were aye sae sweet an' aye sae nice, 
I clean forgot the sage advice 
That baith my grannies haunded doon .. 
An' as I listened tae the loon, 
The wind sang, an' the branches bent, 
An' I drank in the heidy scent 
0' flooers an' was content tae be 
Wi' Hughie neath the Elder tree. 

KATE A. Y. BoNE 



AULD LANG SYNE 

By W. H. DUNLOP, 

Hon. Secretary to The Trustees of Burns Monument 

Mr. Dunlop has been associated with the management of Burns 
Monument and Burns Cottage as assistant-secretary or secretary 
since 1946. It was his ancestors, Sir Alexander Boswell, Baronet of 
Auchinleck, and Mr. Hamilton D. Boswell who first started the 
Trust in 1814. His grandfather, also W. H. Dunlop, and his father, 
the late Sir Charles Dunlop and he have served the Trust for 104 
consecutive years as honorary secretary. 

Some readers will recall Miss Oaire Liddell's recital of the Songs 
and Poems of Robert Burns at the conclusion of the Federation's 
conference in Dumfries in september, 1973, and were no doubt 
surprised by the air to which 'Auld Lang Syne' was sung. 

Since then, the Songs and Poems have been recorded in a L.P. 
album and were performed at the Edinburgh Festival, both under 
the new title of The Kindling Fire. Is there any need to tell readers 
that these words are the last three of the anonymous verse on the 
title page of the famous Kilmarnock edition of the Poems, published 
by John Wilson in 17861 

At Dumfries and in both these productions, Oaire was assisted 
by John Laurie, actor, for the recitations, Patti Duncan, soprano, 
and James Boyd, tenor. 

Under the same title, Oaire has just had published a book of 
music of the Songs. A very highly talented composer-pianist, she 
has composed the accompaniment for each of the songs, and on all 
occasions one of the features has been the performance of 'Auld 
Lang Syne.' 

Oaire is a perfectionist and as far as possible the airs, to which 
the songs have been sung, were the airs to which Burns composed 
his verses. Some Burns lovers may dispute this statement with 
regard to the air for 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

In this beautiful setting of the song, where the cadences rise and 
fall with the voice, the piano accompanies the voice for the first two 
and a half verses before breaking into a brilliant harmony. 

Preparing her programme for the very first of her recitals in the 
summer of 1972, Oaire spotted in the museum of Burns Cottage 
volume one of James Johnson's Scots Musical Museum, open at 
No. 25, as it has been since the Trustees of Burns Monument bought 
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Burns's four interleaved volumes in 1964. Showing on the left 
page is the print of the air and Allan Ramsay's verses under the 
heading 'Auld Lang Syne', and on the right, the interleaved page, 
upon which Burns has written 'The original and by much the best 
set of the words of this song is as follows'. He has then written out 
in full all five verses and chorus. 

The air on the left page and the verses on the right page are those 
used throughout by Claire in all her recitals and productions. 

Allan Ramsay was the editor and part time author of The Tea
Table Miscellany which, begun in 1724, was the first real collection 
of old Scottish Songs. Playford published a small collection of airs 
Original Scotch Tunes in 1700, but the first large collection of music 
and verses was William Thomson's Orpheus Caledonius, published 
in London in 1725/26. No. 31 in the latter is Ramsay's 'Auld Lang 
Syne' with the air slightly different to that later printed in Scots 
Musical Museum No. 25. 

Johnson published his first volume of Scots Musical Museum in 
May 1787, very shortly after meeting Burns, including two of his 
early songs. During the next four years Johnson and Burns worked 
very closely together and the whole of the literary and musical 
contributions for the 2nd volume (published February 1788), 3rd 
(February 1790), 4th (August 1792) and 5th volume, though pub
lished in 1796 after Burns's death, were submitted to Burns for revisal 
and correction. The 6th and final volume did not appear till June 
1803, and in all Burns contributed no less than 235 of the 600 songs. 

It was in October, 1792, that Burns wrote to Johnson ' ... In the 
meantime, at your leisure, give a copy of the Museum to my worthy 
friend Mr. Peter Hill, Bookseller, to bind for me interleaved with 
blank leaves, exactly as he did the laird of Glenriddell's, that I may 
insert every anecdote I can learn, together with my own criticisms 
and remarks on the songs. A copy of this kind I shall leave with 
you, the Editor, to publish at some after period, by way of making 
the Museum a book famous to the end of time, and you renouned 
for ever'. In the event Burns made full use of the first four inter
leaved volumes. 

The first evidence of Burns having written his version of 'Auld 
Lang Syne' is in a letter dated 7 December 1788 to Mrs. Dunlop of 
Dunlop ' ... Apropos, is not the Scots phrase "Auld Lang Syne" 
exceedingly expressive. There is an old song and tune which has 
often thrilled thro' my soul. You know I am an enthusiast in old 
Scots songs.' 
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It must have been shortly after writing this letter to Mrs. Dunlop, 
that Burns gave a copy of the song to Johnson, who was unwilling 
to publish it, as the old Scots air had already been published as 
No. 25 in the first volume. However, later on, he realised the merit 
of the verses, quite different except for the first line from Ramsay's 
verses, and eventually he published Bums's song in Volume 5 No. 
413, which Burns must have seen and approved in proof stage 
before his death. But Johnson set the words to a Lowland air of 
'Auld Lang Syne', which is to be found in Playford's Original 
Scotch Tunes. 

In September, 1792, George Thomson approached Bums to assist 
him for his publication of Scotish Airs 1799, and for the last four 
years of his life Bums was in close contact with both musical 
publishers. In September, 1793, Bums wrote a long letter to Thom
son concerning 74 different songs and then 'one more song and I 
have done-Auld Lang Syne- The air is but mediocre; but the 
following song, the old song of olden times, and which has never 
been in print, nor even in manuscript, untill I took it down from an 
old man's singing, is enough to recommend any air.' Then follow 
the five verses and chorus. In all probability Bums would write 
from Johnson's proofs which were all ready for his Volume 5, and 
'the mediocre air' would be the Lowland air which Johnson was 
about to use. 

Thomson likewise was not pleased with this Lowland air and 
asked Bums to approve the change of music. Such a request was 
made more than once, the best example being 'Scots Wha Hae'. 
Thomson first published that glorious song with the air 'Lewis 
Gordon', only to change it back to 'Hey Tutti Taiti' in a later 
volume, with the short last line to each verse. But with 'Auld Lang 
Syne', Bums must have approved the change of tune, Thomson 
having decided very blatantly to make use of the air to which 
Bums had composed 'I fee'd a man at Martinmas', as published by 
Johnson in Volume 4, No. 394, under the heading of the chorus 
'0 can ye labor lea, young man'. 

Thomson simply changed the lines of music about to fit better 
Burns's verses, two lines of the original chorus music becoming 
that for the five verses, and he also altered four notes in one line of 
the chorus. By the way, there was a touch of a professional jealousy 
here, for Thomson gave no acknowledgement to Burns or Johnson 
in his first volume, and in the later volume only a very grudging 
acknowledgement to Bums. 
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Thomson wrote of this 'very beautiful and more modem air now 
known as Sir Alexander Don's Strathspey'. The history of the air 
is somewhat curious. William Shield in the overture to his opera 
'Rosina', acted in Covent Garden in 1783, introduced two strains 
of an old Scottish Strathspey, slightly altered and entitled 'The 
Miller's Daughter'. Neil Gow later published Shield's copy of the 
tune in his collection of Reels and Strathspeys, giving it the title 
of 'Sir Alexander Don's Strathspey'. 

It is Thomson's version of Shield's air, to which 'Auld Lang 
Syne' is now sung throughout the world. It quickly superseded 
Johnson's Lowland air as published in Volume 5. All this time 
Burns's original verses, written beside the music in the Museum 
Volume 1, failed to come to light. 

R. H. Cromek published his 'Reliques' in 1810, with no music 
however, and, though printing the whole of Burns's verses as ex
tracted from the interleaved Museum Volume 1, gave a short 
introduction about Ramsay's verses, without mentioning Burns's 
comment 'The original and by much the best set of the words of 
this song .. .'. 

In his Select Scottish Songs, also published in 1810, Cromek 
writes, 'Ramsay, as usual with him, has taken the idea of the song, 
and the first line, from the old fragment, which may be seen in the 
Museum Volume 5.' In a footnote he adds, 'This ballad of Auld 
Lang Syne was also introduced in an ambiguous manner, though 
there exists proof that the two best stanzas of it are indisputably 
Burns's. He delighted to imitate and muse on the custom and 
opinions of his ancestors. He wished to warm his mind with those 
ideas of felicity which perhaps, at all times, are more boasted than 
enjoyed. The happiness of rustic society in its approach to modem 
refinement, his delight in the society and converse of the aged, all 
tended to confer on him that powerful gift of imitating the ancient 
ballads of his country with the ease and simplicity of his models. 
This ballad of Auld Lang Syne would have been esteemed a beautiful 
modem in the days of Ramsay; its sentiment and language are 
admirably mixed with the sweet recollection of boyish pranks and 
endearments. To a native of Scotland, the phrase Auld Lang Syne 
is very expressive and conveys a soothing idea to the mind, as recall
ing "the memory of joys that are past".' 

After Cromek saw it, Burns's interleaved Museum then disap
peared from sight till J. C. Dick studied it 100 years later and pub
lished in 1908 his 'Notes on Scottish Songs by Robert Burns' using 
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all Burns's comments and verses. 
Dick, in his The Songs of Burns, published in 1903, states that the 

germ of the song is to be found in an anonymous ballad in the 
Bannantyne Manuscripts, dated 1568, under the title 'Auld Kyndnes 
foryett' and later to a ballad attributed to Sir Robert Aytoun(1570-
1638) and to Francis Sempill (died 1683): 

'Should old acquaintance be forgot 
And never thought upon'. 

The earliest title found in Playlord's Original Scotch Tunes was 
'For old long Gine (sic), my jo' 

and later as a ballad 
'For old lang syne, my jo'. 

It was from these early writings that Burns obviously developed and 
perfected his 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

There are some interesting details printed in William Anderson's 
The Scottish Nation, volume 3 and published in 1867 about the 
SempiII family. There were three lairds of Beltrees, Lochwinnoch, 
all poets and musicians, with Francis 'the last of the line' being 
the most renowned, and their writings were gathered together for 
a single publication in Edinburgh in 1849. 

Considering the lapse of time and the utter impossibility of finding 
enough evidence to prove the composer of the original air, there is 
quite a possibility that in fact the 'Auld Lang Syne' air was composed 
by Francis Sempill. 

There is ample evidence in the Burns-Thomson correspondence 
to show plainly that Burns wrote his verses for 'particular melodies 
with the tune swimming in his brain'. Also we know that Jane, 
daughter of William Cruikshank, a master at the High School of 
Edinburgh, played a tune on her harpsichord over and over again 
till Burns had it firmly fixed in his mind, and then he composed the 
appropriate verses. 

Burns very purposely wrote in his interleaved museum, opposite 
No. 25, 'The original and by much the best set of the words of this 
song' probably towards the end of 1792 and it would not be till the 
following year that Burns was in touch with both Johnson and 
Thomson about 'Auld Lang Syne' being included in their next 
volumes, which they did, each with different airs. Burns wrote 
'Auld Lang Syne' especially for the Sempill air, but Johnson would 
not publish that air in a later volume, and so the combination of 
verses and air was lost for over a century. 

Granted the Shield's air, to which we all sing 'Auld Lang Syne', 



AULD LANG SYNE 29 

is beautiful and fits the words, it was Thomson's choice, which was 
approved by Burns in spite of it not being Burns's original choice. 
Nothing will cause us to change from singing this air now. 

The original air is definitely the one in the museum Volume I, 
No. 25, and musically and artistically, though more appropriate 
for the concert platform, it is a much finer and more beautiful tune. 

POSTSCRIPT TO FLAX AND FLAX DRESSING 

In the 1974 Burns Chronicle, an article entitled 'Flax and Flax 
Dressing', by Mr. Bruce P. Lenman, M.A., D.Litt., Lecturer in 
Scottish History at the University of St. Andrews, aroused a great 
deal of interest. 

In this footnote, which arrived too late to be printed with the 
article, Mr. Lenman draws attention to the cause of the fire in the 
flax dressing shop at Irvine, an event which, he writes, 'so dramatic
ally and fortunately brought an end to Burns's career as a Flax 
Dresser, and turned him resolutely towards the direction which 
subsequently brought him fame'. 

Mr. Lenman then continues: 'The nature of the flax fibre after 
it has been prepared is its inflammability. It is dry and fluffy and 
the preparatory process is such that huge quantities of very dry 
dust ("stoor" in the trade) are released and float around the work
shop. The slightest spark can set it off-hence the New Year disaster 
that overtook Burns. Early flax mills were notorious fire hazards 
and became pioneers in "fireproof" construction (i.e. the substitu
tion of bricks and cast iron for structural timber wherever possible.)' 



TAKING BURNS TO CANADA 

Mr. W. H. Dunlop, hon secretary to The Trustees of Burns Mon
ument, took a group of four professional artists to provide Scottish 
entertainment at the 150th anniversary celebrations of the Village 
of Ayr at the beginning of August. Their main concert was confined 
to the songs, poems and music of Robert Burns. 

Patti Duncan, who sang the soprana songs of Claire Liddell's 
production of 'The Kindling Fire' at this year's Edinburgh Festival 
and of her L.P. record of the same title, took the leading part, sing
ing 15 songs, accompanied by Ronnie Richmond on the piano. 
James McClure recited a number of the poems and Jimmy McCal
lum, the Prestwich Airport piper, gave selections of Burns music on 
the bagpipes. 

About 2,500 people attended the concert and gave the performers 
a standing ovation. The group took part in a number of other 
events, giving entertainment to at least 8,000 people, with thousands 
more learning through the big press and TV coverage of Ayrshire 
and in particular the Burns country. 

The visit to Canada was a most successful international mission 
of goodwill and has knitted even closer the ties of friendship 
between the town of Ayr and village of Ayr, Ontario. 



THE REVD. JAMES OLIPHANT 
A WAGGISH AULD LICHT 

by J. L. HEMPSTEAD 

On 29th June, 1787, at the conclusion of his West Highland Tour, 
Burns was made a freeman of the Royal Burgh of Dumbarton. 
According to Dr. George Grierson, who was Burns's travelling 
companion-at least for the latter part of the journey-the 
Dumbarton Magistrates were denounced publicly the following day 
by the Rev. James Oliphant, Minister of Dumbarton Parish Kirk, 
'for conferring honours on the author of vile, detestable and immoral 
publications'. • 

Oliphant's opposition was no doubt due to the fact that he had 
figured in Burns's satire The Ordination, written the previous year, 
1786: 

Curst common-sense that imp 0' hell, 
Cam in wi' Maggie Lauder; 
But Oliphant aft made her yell 
An' Russell sair misca'd her. 

The Ordination is concerned with the presentation of the Rev. 
James McKinlay to the Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock in 1785 by the 
Earl of Glencairn, patron of the parish. His induction was opposed 
by many of the parishioners, who resented the right of patronage 
then in operation within the Church of Scotland. Prof. T. Crawford 
in Burns, a Study 0/ the Poems and Songs, describes it as 'one of the 
finest and freshest things Burns ever did.' While this is no doubt 
true, the poem requires too much explanation of local church 
politics and personalities for ready enjoyment by a modern reader. 

The Rev. James Oliphant was an Auld Licht, who possessed so 
powerful a voice that he could 'mak the kirk yell'. He began his 
preparation for the ministry by entering the Secession Hall in 1757 
as a divinity student. He continued his studies there for four 
sessions, but owing to a disagreement with some of the professors, 
he left and joined the Church of Scotland. On 19th May, 1760, he 
was licensed by the Presbytery of Kintyre, to preach in Islay, but 
seems to have remained there for a very short period. Following a 
charge in the Gorbals Church, Glasgow, he was called in 1762 to 
the more important charge of the High Church, Kilmarnock (the 
Church is still standing today). He laboured there with much accept
ance until 1773, when he was translated to Dumbarton. 

*See Burns Chronic/e, 1974, pp. 30-37. 
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Oliphant's anger over the appearance of his name in The Ordina
tion is understandable. His own induction to Dumbarton was not 
a smooth one and no doubt the poem revived unhappy memories. 
The Town Council were the patrons of the living and his introduc
tion to the charge was not effected without considerable opposition. 
The New Lichts in the Presbytery were opposed to his induction and 
they sought to belittle his abilities. In order to annoy him and raise 
a protest against the Council, they bought up copies of his work 
entitled Catechism, for the use of Schools and young Communicants 
and employed several strong-lunged characters to go through the 
streets of the town, shouting 'The whole works of the godly Mr. 
Oliphant, presentee to the Parish Kirk of Dumbarton, for the small 
charge of twopence'. None of the objections and protests were 
effective, however, and Oliphant was duly inducted to the charge, 
ultimately to become a pastor of very great influence in the town. 
The very catechism which his opponents had derided, was introduced 
and taught in almost every parish school in Scotland. 

Although Oliphant was ultra-Calvanistic, he seems to have 
possessed a keen sense of humour and it is a great pity that he and 
Burns were in opposite religious camps. It is very unlikely that they 
ever met as Burns would be only a lad of fourteen when Oliphant 
left Kilmarnock, and it is almost certain that no meeting took place 
during the poet's visit to Dumbarton. Had they done so there is 
no doubt that, religion apart, they would have enjoyed each other's 
company. Both saw the humorous side of life and could enjoy a 
spicy story and a laugh. Burns has left us sufficient evidence of his 
wit and humour in his poems and songs. Fortunately, many of 
Oliphant's humorous sayings and doings have been preserved. 
When one reads them it is difficult to imagine this clergyman as a 
dour Calvinist and staunch guardian of Orthodoxy. The following 
are some examples of his nimble wit and humorous pulpit sayings. 

Preaching in a neighbouring church one Sunday morning, he had 
been warned before entering the pulpit, that certain members of the 
congregation had got into the habit of leaving the Church before 
the end of the service. Towards the conclusion of his sermon he 
announced that it was his custom to address a few words to saints 
and sinners in that order, but as he understood that the sinners were 
in the habit of leaving before the conclusion of the service, he would 
alter his usual practice and speak to the sinners first, knowing full 
well that the saints would sit out the service. Needless to say there 
were no sinners present that morning. 
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Two oak trees, gifted to the memory of Burns, have been planted in Duthie Park, Aberdeen. Mr. Roy 
Carter-Jones, whose firm in Staffordshire handles publicity for Bardolin Scotia, a national building concern, 
presented a tree from Bardolin Scotia. This was accepted by Mr. John Fraser, President of Aberdeen Burns 
Club. The other tree, from Worcester Conservation Society to the Burns Federation was received by 
Past-President Mr. Charles C. Easton, who is also Past-President of Aberdeen Burns Club. 
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Mrs. M. Coulson, Dumfries 
(see page 68) 
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His scripture reading on one occasion was from the Book of 
Psalms in which the Royal Psalmist says, 'I said in my haste all men 
are liars,' to which Oliphant quickly added, 'Deed, David man, had 
ye leeved noo a days ye micht hae said that at your canny leisure, 
an' said nae mair than the naked truth.' His comment on the 
Apostle Peter's statement, 'Lord we have left all and followed Thee' 
was, 'Brethren, the leavin' 0' an auld cobble an' a wheen 0' auld 
nets was a puir a' for an inspired Apostle tae mak a brag aboot'. 

On another Lord's day, he was reading the chapter where Satan 
tempts Christ with an offer of the whole world, which was spread 
out before His vision, if He would only fall down and worship him. 
At this point Oliphant is reported to have cried out, 'What a boun
cin' auld vagabond! 0 the astoundin' cheek 0' him! the foul fiend, 
wha hadnae as much grun as his twa cloots stood on, for to offer 
to gi'e to onybody the hail earth, which is declared in the Scripture 
to be the Lord's, wi' a' the fullness thereof.' 

A member who had committed the sin of fornication was named 
from the pulpit and ordered by Oliphant to mount the stool of 
repentance to be publicly rebuked. The offender, however, chose to 
sit in his own seat no doubt thinking that the minister might be 
lenient and let him remain there. Three times he was called without 
response until at length the minister was advised by an elder that the 
sinner was in his 'ain seat'. 'In his ain seat,' said the minister, in 
indignant wrath, 'Does he think I'm gaun tae mak a black stool in 
every corner 0' the kirk? Na, na; send him tae the other end 0' 

the hoose!' 
His family did not escape his forthright comment-even in church. 

One Sunday, his daughter Jenny was exchanging telegraphic signals 
with a party of officers from Dumbarton Castle, who sat in the 
'breist 0' the laft'. Her father, who had observed what was going 
on, stopped the service and announced that the conduct of certain 
persons in Church that morning was most reprehensible and warned 
that unless they behaved better he would name them from the pulpit. 
The offenders mended their ways for a short time but gradually 
signals were renewed between Jenny and the young officers. Sud
denly the service was interrupted by a roar from the pulpit, 'Jenny 
Oliphant, my glaiket, sair-misguided dochter, rise up frae the manse 
seat that ye're disgracin' and march quickly oot 0' the hoose 0' God 
that ye're profanin'.' There is no record of the ensuing meeting of 
father and daughter, which is a pity, as it would have made interest
ing reading. 

B 
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During the period when there was a very real threat of a French 
invasion, he urged from the pulpit that all the young men of the 
parish should join the ranks of the Volunteers and help save their 
country from the foreign foe. 'Some of your number,' he said, 'may 
plead, "I am not very hardy; 1 am not fit for campaigning". Well, 
my advice is this-If you are not strong and tough enough to fight 
in the open, join the ranks, nevertheless, and when the day of battle 
comes, just jeuk ahint a hedge and pepper the French. 1 and my 
brethren will assist you in the closet, by earnestly praying that your 
courage may not fail in the hour of trial. With fighting men and 
praying ministers we may expect, with confidence, that all will go 
well with our cause.' 

Towards the end of his long ministry in Dumbarton, because of 
infirmities of age and failing eyesight, he had as helper and assistant, 
the Rev. James Barr. Apparently old Oliphant became jealous of 
the young minister, who had won the regard of the congregation 
by his preaching. He confided to one of his elders, 'Mr. Barr's a 
clever preacher, nae doot; but we maun pairt wi' him. I'm afraid 
he's a barrier in the way 0' my getting on sae well wi' my folk as 1 
would were he oot 0' the road. In fact, he's lickin' the cream aff 
my milk.' 

U1tra-Calvanistic though he was, it is obvious from records of 
the period, that Oliphant did not allow the demands of the next 
world to interfere with the enjoyment of this. He was neither gloomy 
nor unbending and his sense of humour often enlivened his conver
sation and his way of life. Throughout his ministry he was noted 
also for his good deeds, and when he died in 1818, his passing was 
mourned by his parishioners, who had, over the years, come to 
regard him with deep affection and appreciation. 

He is buried in the Parish Churchyard of Dumbarton. His grave, 
which is on the right-hand side of the main entrance, is marked by a 
table stone which bears the following inscription: 
Sacred to the memory o/the Rev. James Oliphant, Minister 0/ Dum
barton, who died on the tenth day 0/ April, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen years, in the 84th year 0/ his age and the 54th 0/ his 
ministry. He was licensed to preach the Gospel by the Presbytery 0/ 
Kintyre, in Islay, 19th May, 1760; ordained nearly a year in Gorbals 
o/Glasgow: was ordained by the Presbytery 0/ Irvine at Kilmarnock, 
and remained there until 23rd December, 1773, when he was ordained 
Minister 0/ the Church and Parish 0/ Dumbarton, where he continued 
to labour until removed by death. 
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SEVENTH TRANSLATED PASSAGE FROM HIS WORK ON BURNS BY 

JANE BURGOYNE 

One might believe that the sense of comedy and the gift of familiar, 
all but commonplace, observation almost exclusively constituted 
Bums's genius. That would be an error. He had equally, although 
to a lesser degree, the gift of seeing the nobility of things, the parts 
of beauty offered by life. He could disentangle the delicate elements 
and the purer moments scattered about in what was ordinary and 
ugly. He was sensitive to the artistic aspect of the world, and side 
by side with the powerful caricaturist there was a charming painter. 
To be just, it is important to note the merit of this and, so as not to 
exaggerate, to note its limits. 

It is the gift and the work of certain poets to pick out, from their 
intermixture with what is common, the features and moments of 
beauty, and to represent them as if these features alone composed 
people, and these moments the whole of life. It is the privilege 
of certain minds to live thus in a kind of inward luxury and splendour. 
They produce a world where everything is delicate and wonderful, 
where nothing dwells but beauty. The works of poets like Spenser 
or Keats, for instance, are nothing but the unrolling of magnificent 
frescos; that of a poet like Tennyson is nothing but a collection of 
delicate, lofty visions. The defect of these noble artists is that by 
refining Life too much they take away much of its reality and its 
action. There are others less exclusively dedicated to this cult and 
more human, like Shakespeare or Browning, in whom there are 
artistic passages hung here and there like rich paintings. To be like 
the first-named, Bums was too sensible of reality; his fame need not 
regret it. To take his place among the second authors, he lacked not 
only the familiarity with the works of art which has become such an 
important element in the make-up of the poets, but even the classical 
reading which remains the revealer and inspirer of the beautiful. 
The Renaissance itself, with its wealth of brilliance and its less 
pure taste, was unknown to him. He scarcely knew the literature 
of the 18th century, abstract, dull, like a wise person very economical 
of colour, which the literature of this century, like a prodigal 
daughter, has expended at one fell swoop. It was only at the end of 
his sojourn in Edinburgh that he got to know Spenser, the greatest 
English painter, and in England the real representative of the 
artistic movement of the Renaissance. (See letter to William Dunbar, 
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30th April, 1787.) It is from this moment particularly that there 
appears in him a certain attempt at brilliance and colour, as in his 
pretty pieces to Miss Cruikshank. The Protestant environment in 
which he lived was not conducive either to developing his faculty 
of the picturesque. His artistic sense remained folded up or at the 
very least did not attain its full bloom for lack of a favourable 
milieu. 

Nevertheless, his nature was too happily endowed for this 
aptitude to seize the beauty in things not to reveal itself in spite of 
everything. Perhaps because of his Celtic origins he had an instinct 
for beauty, brilliant detail, taste, also very Celtic, grace of move
ment and harmonious sounds. That passes rapidly in simple flashes 
or brief images, gliding through a piece when least expected, as 
when we see the 'trout bedropped wi' crimson hail' flit through the 
water, in 'Tam Samson's Elegy'; or in the lines to Dr. Blacklock: 

'Ye glaiket, gleesome, dainty Damies, 
Wha by Castalia's wimplin' streamies 
Lowp, sing, and lave your pretty limbies .. .' 

His musical susceptibility is found, also briefly, in stanzas like 
these: 

'Dearly bought the hidden treasure 
Finer feelings can bestow; 
Chords that vibrate sweetest pleasure 
Thrill the deepest notes of woe.' 

(On Sensibility.) 
Or again, in his lines to Miss Graham of Fintry : 

'So may no ruffian feeling in thy breast, 
Discordant jar thy bosom-chords among! 
But Peace attune thy gentle soul to rest, 
Or Love, ecstatic, wake his seraph song!' 

Naturally enough, this taste for beauty tended towards feminine 
beauty. Although his love songs form a special chapter, we can 
nevertheless choose a few passages where there appears, above all, 
the sense of external grace. The man who drew these pretty 
miniatures is certainly an artist with a very colourful, very precise 
and very economical talent. The first. is done in red and black 
touches: 

'Her flowing locks, the raven's wing, 
Adown her neck and bosom hing; 
How sweet unto that breast to cling, 
And round that neck entwine her! 
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Her lips are roses wat wi' dew, 
0, what a feast her bonnie mou! 
Her cheeks a mair celestial hue, 
A crimson still diviner.' 

37 

The second is in lighter tones, nothing but gold and white mixed 
with a little pink: 

'Her hair was like the links 0' gowd, 
Her teeth were like the ivorie; 
Her cheeks like lilies dipt in wine, 
The lass that made the bed to me. 

Her bosom was the driven snaw, 
Twa drifted heaps sae fair to see; 
Her limbs the polish'd marble stane, 
The lass that made the bed to me.' 

One also feels (and moreover has seen in his biography) that he 
noticed the perfection of stature and even more perhaps the grace 
of bearing and the harmony of movements. We recall these lines 
in 'She says she lo'es me best of a' ': 

'Sae flaxen are her ringlets, 
Her eyebrows of a darker hue, 
Bewitchingly o'er-arching 
Twa laughing een 0' bonnie blue .... 
Like harmony her motion; 
Her pretty ankle is a spy, 
Betraying fair proportion, 
Wad mak a saint forget the sky.' 

To render this aspect of beauty, he finds charming comparisons 
to which he unconsciously weds the rhythm and the undulations 
in the speed of the music, thus giving the dance formula: 

'Sae sweetly move her genty limbs, 
Like music-notes 0' lover's hymns; 
The diamond dew in her een sae blue, 
Where laughing love sae wanton swims.' 

('My lady's gown, there's gairs upon it'.) 
And elsewhere: 

'My love is like a red, red rose 
That's newly sprung in June: 
My love is like the melody 
That's sweetly played in tune.' 

(Translator's note: Referring to the poem 'Blooming Nelly', the 
professor wonders whether this is not the most purely artistic picture 
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that Burns has given, containing as it were a reflection of the almost 
classical elegance of Allan Ramsay, examples of which we have seen. 
To grasp the contrast, he says, we have only to compare this fleeting 
glimpse of beauty with the luxurious descriptions in Keats when he 
meets an analogous subject, 'Endymion,' for instance.) 

Most often these signs are lost in his ordinary pieces. In the second 
period of his life, however, he sometimes happened to detach a scene 
completely and to describe it with delight, as in the poem 'Bessy 
and her spinning-wheel': has it not the look of a fine Dutch painting, 
familiar in design, but bathed in a half-tint of rich crimson and 
harmonised by the light? Is not this little spinner, happy with her 
lot, charming, singing as she turns her wheel, while the birds make 
love, the burns meet and mingle, the branches intertwine outside, 
and the sun looks benevolently into the room? The mellow caress 
of the light envelops all these other caresses. Is it not, especially 
with that warm, rich half-tint, a village interior by a Peter de Hooch? 

When reality, which was generally rather ugly, let him escape, 
Bums was more at ease to allow his faculty of embellishing and 
lightening things free play. Some of his most delicate pictures have 
as their subject fantastic creatures, fairies, elves and spirits. We 
shall not return to the subject of the appearance of the Muse in 
'The Vision': the beginning is full of grace, the end of genuine, 
simple beauty. Here is a pretty, luminous cavalcade of fairies and 
mischievous sprites, leaping madly about in the moonlight and 
reminding us of Titania's suite: 

'Upon that night, when fairies light 
On Cassillis Downans dance, 
Or owre the lays, in splendid blaze, 
On sprightly coursers prance; 
Or for Colean the route is ta'en, 
Beneath the moon's pale beams; 
There, up the cove, to stray an' rove 
Amang the rocks an' streams, 

To sport that night.' ('Hallowe'en.') 

Likewise, in 'The Brigs of Ayr,' a company of spirits are seen 
arriving on the ice-bound river: 

'A fairy train appeared in order bright: 
Adown the glitt'ring stream they featly danc'd; 
Bright to the moon their various dresses glanc'd: 
They footed o'er the wat'ry glass so neat, 
The infant ice scarce bent beneath their feet.' 
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The procession which advances led by the Genius of the stream, 
in the closing lines of the poem, does not lack beauty. It reminds 
us of some of Spenser's processions, although here of course there 
is much less pomp, splendour of dresses and armour, display of 
materials, richness of attributes, majestic parade and magnificence, 
which make the allegories of the 'Faery Queen' resemble tapestries 
painted by Rubens. 

But those are only indications of a faculty which never found its 
broad outlet and was not fully displayed. It manifested itself freely 
only in the love poems, where we shall find it again. It is enough 
to show now that it existed, that it only lacked opportunities to be 
fully conscious of itself. Any further indications which we may 
encounter, mixed up with other subjects, will, added to the present 
evidence, complete the idea of it which it is right for us to have. 

It is in a totally different direction that we must seek the noble 
part of Burns's poetry, in a more abstract region, so to speak, where 
the moral ideas, the generous sentiments, the lofty inspirations are. 
This poet whose graphic power in dealing with reality is so great
this painter who is so picturesque in comedy, loses some of these 
qualities when he soars. He replaces them by a high-flown poetry, 
energetic flashes and a condensed ardour of passion. Eloquence 
takes the place of the artistic representation of things, and general 
ideas and arguments that of particular descriptions, while we have 
thoughts about life instead of life itself. It is above all to the social 
ideas, to the humanitarian sentiments that Burns' mind attaches 
itself. He celebrated or demanded liberty, equality among the 
peoples of the world and the brotherly aid that men owe each other. 
He took his place in the powerful choir of the English poets who at 
the end of the 18th century saluted with immortal accents the Revo
lution and its promises. That is a common movement which we 
must reconstitute in its entirety in order to understand the place 
which Burns occupies in it and the particular note which his voice 
gave to this admirable acclamation. It is one of the finest chapters of 
English poetry which we must try to retrace. 

(Translator's note: Professor Angellier here analyses the humani
tarian and liberal tendency which first appeared in Cowper's work 
and was continued by Wilberforce, Coleridge and Shelley, and dis
cusses the impact of the French Revolution on them and their 
poetry. Unfortunately there is not room to include the arguments 
and the copious quotations in this extract.) 

If we have explained in detail the humanitarian tendency in English 
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poetry and the echoes which the French Revolution awakened in it, 
it is because we could not possibly otherwise have understood where
in Burns shared the aspirations and emotions of his contemporaries, 
and on what points he differed and stood apart from them. Let us not 
forget that Burns, according to Professor Masson's comment, was 
one of the master minds of the second half of the 18th century, 
perhaps superior to Wordsworth and even Coleridge, and equal to 
Burke: one of those who dominate their time. It is over these lofty 
intellects that one sees the breath of an epoch passing. They are 
the tree-tops in the human forest: they rustle earlier and louder 
than the others; they have a presentiment of the storm or of the 
dawn, and they remain longer affected by them. It could not 
possibly be without interest to know what effect the great ideas 
which passed through the minds of the men whom we have just been 
studying produced in that of Bums. 

Like the other poets, Burns marched by the side of Liberty. His 
erratic nature, impatient of all discipline; the democratic form of the 
Scottish church; the vague traditions of national independence; 
the recent memories of the last attempts to regain it; a habit, 
precociously adopted, of judging men only by stripping them of 
their titles and their rank-all that made a rather confused mixture 
that disposed him to salute Liberty in whatever form she offered 
herself to him. This very real feeling remained in abeyance for quite 
a long time. It was quite vigorously expressed but without taking 
root in reality, somewhat like the classical declamations on Liberty. 
It was like an aspiration that did not know where to settle, incapable 
of grasping facts and practising on pretexts. At one time it is 
Robert Bruce's address to his soldiers, a powerful, martial ode; 
at another, an ode in honour of Washington. But whatever 
admiration he might have for the former national independence or 
the American revolt, these were things of the past. He was nearer 
reality when he took part in the liberal movement which was 
spreading into England like an eddy from the French Revolution. 
We have seen that he entered it boldly enough to compromise him
self. And yet this agitation could not give body to the desire for 
liberty scattered abroad in men's minds. There was no question 
for which one could fight: those which were seen were too far away. 
The English revolutionaries would have found it hard to formulate 
their demands. Thus this aspect of liberty produced nothing very 
solid in Bums's work. Let us read again the poem with which it 
inspired him: 'A Vision', beginning: 'As I stood by yon roofless 
tower,' and continuing: 
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'By heedless chance I turn'd mine eyes, 
And by the moonbeam shook to see 
A stem and stalwart ghaist arise, 
Attir'd as minstrels wont to be. 

Had I a statue been 0' stane, 
His daring look had daunted me; 
And on his bonnet grav'd was plain, 
The sacred posie---"Liberty!" 

And frae his harp sic strains did flow, 
Might rous'd the slumb'ring dead to hear: 
But, oh! it was a tale of woe, 
As ever met a Briton's ear! 

He sang wi' joy this former day, 
He, weeping, wailed his latter times; 
But what he said it was nae play
I winna venture't in my rhymes.' 
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Although the last lines have a certain sharpness, the piece while 
pretty poetically, is vague and feeble as an expression of public 
sentiments. It consists almost entirely of a description of Nature 
which would serve equally well for a love song. One feels that it 
has no bearing on anything. It was not in England but in France 
that the decisive battle was being fought. It was in the form of the 
Revolution that liberty was then being offered to men. It was the 
French Revolution that was the expression of the general expecta
tion, and the real fact of the period. It was whether one was 
passionately for or against it that meant one was moving with the 
times, whatever one's country. 

Yet the wave took some time to reach Burns. He does not seem 
to have bothered much at first about the commotion going on in 
France. He was too much monopolised by his own passions and 
everyday needs to step outside his own life much. He was not well 
enough educated to be interested in the historic development of a 
period; his reading did not allow him to co-ordinate the events, 
which remained peculiarly apart, and did not touch him except 
where they affected his life. The sight of noble historic vistas did 
not transport him, as it did Wordsworth or Coleridge. The fact is 
that his mind was constitutionally too precise, too personal to 
become enamoured of a humanitarian dream. He did not live 
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among abstractions. Justice and goodness attracted him, but in 
particular instances and not under a general form. He was therefore 
less disposed than learned, thoughtful men to enthuse over a distant, 
abstract Reformation. It is rather strange to notice that as long as 
the Revolution remained general and preserved a philosophic, 
doctrinary aspect-as long as it continued to be such as Words
worth and Coleridge dreamed it to be-it seems to have been indiffer
ent to him. Not one of his lines refers to it. 

It was only when it became violent, tragic and truly popular, when 
it lost its appearance of humanitarian reform, to take on that of a 
drama, and was no longer a statement of principles but a conflict 
of passions-in a word, when it became something concrete-that 
it began to attract him. He fell in love with it at the moment when the 
generous, high-principled minds were beginning to become 
detached from it. Also, with what a different tone he speaks of it! 
The others are historical philosophers and dreamers, who contem
plate things from serene heights, while he looks like a revolutionary 
engaged in the struggle. The general idea disappears, the passion 
of the moment bursts out, with something of the anger and fury 
of the street. And immediately the form changes: it is no longer 
that of meditation, the beautiful, expansive narrations of Words
worth, or the intellectual enthusiasm, the philosophic ode of 
Coleridge. It is the short, hurried, ardent form, the popular song 
made to be sung by the crowd, and to beat time for a rebels' marph. 
It is impossible to read even in translation his 'Tree of Liberty' 
without feeling how much bitterness it contains. 

(Translator's note: The author quotes the whole of the poem. 
At the end of verse four, he says): 

One already feels in these stanzas a different kind of bitterness 
from that of the other poets. The verse that follows is more savage 
still. It is brutal, both mocking and cruel, like a chorus sung by the 
sansculottes. It is like an echo of the 'ca ira'. It might have been 
chanted by the crowd returning from seeing Louis XVI's execution. 

'But vicious folk aye hate to see 
The works 0' Virtue thrive, man; 
The courtly vermin's banned the tree, 
And grat to see it thrive, man; 
King Loui' thought to cut it down, 
When it was unco sma', man; 
For this the watchman cracked his croun, 
Cut aff his head an' a', man.' 
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Then come verses which recall the struggle of the Revolution 
against the Coalition and which remind us of Coleridge's fine 
passage on the same subject; but here there is something more 
martial. 

The poem returns to Britain and contains one of those allusions 
which would have made it dangerous for Burns to publish these . 
lines: 

'Let Britain boast her hardy oak, 
Her poplar and her pine, man. 
Auld Britain ance could crack her joke, 
And o'er her neighbours shine, man. 
But seek the forest round and round, 
And soon 'twill be agreed, man, 
That sic a tree cannot be found 
Twixt London and the Tweed, man.' 

The end is a humanitarian glimpse of what human life could 
become if the trees of liberty grew everywhere. The idea (rare and 
fugitive in Burns) of universal concord and happiness can be seen 
appearing. We have noted that he cared little for these general ideas. 
Instead of the fine philanthropic day-dreams so beloved of Words
worth whose real spiritual domain they were, there is here some
thing more earthy, rather the expression of a personal sentiment, 
into which anger and raneour have crept at the same time. 

'Without this tree, alake, this Jife 
Is but a vale of woe, man; 
A scene 0' sorrow mixed wi' strife, 
Nae real joys we know, man. 
We labour soon, we labour late, 
To feed the titled knave, man; 
And a' the comfort we're to get, 
Is that beyond the grave, man. 

Wi' plenty 0' sic trees, I trow, 
The warld wad Jive in peace, man; 
The sword wad help to mak a plough, 
The din 0' war wad cease, man. 
Like brethren in a common cause, 
We'd on each other smile, man; 
And equal rights and equal laws 
Wad gladden every isle, man. 
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Wae worth the loon wha wadna eat 
Sic halesome, dainty cheer, man; 
I'd gie the shoon frae aff my feet, 
To taste sic fruit, I swear, man. 
Syne let us pray, auld England may 
Sure plant this far-famed tree, man; 
And blythe we'll sing, and hail the day 
That gave us liberty, man.' 

There is no need to call attention to the fact that all the sentiments 
which we traced in Wordsworth and Coleridge are represented here. 
This was one more English heart thrilled with joy at the fall of the 
Bastille and Cowper's prophecy was again being realised. But with 
what a different joy! This is really a revolutionary song. Merely 
because of his sympathy with the people, Burns expressed very 
much more accurately the accent of the mob thrown into a frantic 
state of suspicion, cruelty and boldness. A sort of instinct had given 
him right away that tone made up of energetic vulgarity, heroic 
defiance, and jeering cynicism. This poem has frightened several of 
Burns's editors. Some have tried to deny that he was its author, in 
spite of the existence of the manuscript. They have invoked some 
internal evidence or other which on the contrary would be enough 
to have these lines attributed to Burns. He alone was capable of 
writing it. We recognise in it his familiar method of setting out an 
abstract idea in a metaphor, and developing it by following all the 
details of the image. That is the procedure he uses in almost all his 
satires. It is also his simple, robust trick of knocking the idea about 
and making it move briskly. Other editors, forced to recognise its 
authenticity, do not give it without a few words of regret. (Scott 
Douglas does not give it at all.) 

There is reason to believe that a good many political pieces by 
Burns have disappeared. During his life-time only an enemy could 
have revealed them; his friends must have hidden them and perhaps 
blamed him for having written them. Even after his death, the 
interest of his children demanded that no political feelings should be 
offended. (See on this point the very just comments by R. 
Chambers, Life of Burns, Vol. IV, p. 78.) But we are familiar 
enough with his life to know that like the other poets he was always 
on the side of France. We need only remember the incident of the 
carronades sent to the French government. There exists a short 
song by him: 'Impromptu on General Dumouriez's Desertion 
from the French Republican Army,' which begins 'You're welcome 
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to despots, Dumouriez', and which, though it has no literary value, 
serves to show where his sympathies lay. 

It is enough to recall the duel which he almost had with an 
officer as a result of a toast ('May our success in the present war be 
equal to the justice of our cause!') to see that he too had preferred 
the cause of the French Revolution to his own country's. 

But his mind, involved with life and always guided by the impulse 
of the moment, was not made to retire into a principle and let events 
howl around him. Wordsworth's prolonged isolation was not poss
ible for him. Also, he felt the reaction which we saw in Wordsworth 
and Coleridge. He turned British again, more suddenly than they. 

Perhaps he was impelled by the necessity to rid himself of the 
suspicions from which he had suffered and the desire to affirm his 
loyalty officially. When companies of volunteers were formed at the 
beginning of 1795, he joined one and wrote a patriotic song against 
France: 'Does haughty Gaul invasion threat?' etc. 

It is assuredly strange to follow the phases of the Revolution in 
this man who lived outside political influences, lost in the depth of 
the North. He vibrated, with different tones, to the same winds as 
the other British poets of his time. At a certain height all souls 
were touched by the breeze which blew from France. It is however 
fair to remark how far Bums is from Wordsworth as a political poet, 
and how much less he was conversant with his time. Of the French 
Revolution he understood only the passionate, popular manifesta
tion. He grasped only what appealed to his instincts as a man of the 
people. The whole philosophic, abstract and elevated part of the 
Revolution escaped him. He neither expected nor understood the 
dream of universal brotherhood, whose beauty had inundated 
Wordsworth's heart. He did not even grasp the grandeur of the 
events which leapt and twisted in the revolutionary blizzard. He 
was interested in them only from afar. He saw them vaguely, with
out experiencing the sensation of historic terror, the trace of which is 
found in all those who contemplated them. He went on writing love
songs. His mind, which was too personal, was not made to become 
enamoured of a great cause, except by fits and starts. Wordsworth's 
admirable devotion was beyond him. 

On another point he takes his revenge. With more fire and more 
results than the others he was the poet of Equality. He did not need 
to await the coming of the French Revolution for that. Equality 
was one of his earliest, most lasting and most violent inspirations. 
There is no reason to be surprised by that. His father's courageous, 
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unfortunate life, that defeat of hard work and integrity by poverty, 
had wakened in his heart of hearts a feeling of rebellion. The contrast 
of so many idle lives, bestial and replete with abundance, had shown 
him that wealth is not on the side of virtue. The comparison of his 
own value with the nullity of so many titled, opulent fools had shown 
him that intelligence is not the prerogative of riches. As a result 
of what he had seen he had become accustomed to considering the 
moral and intellectual value of men as independent of rank and 
money. He had early begun to judge men by their real worth. 

Underneath this vindication of his own position, there was some
thing more painful: a kind of anger against inequality, against the 
blind manner in which goods and honours are apportioned, a 
hatred of social distinctions. Certain hearts, struck by these differ
ences, but understanding their emptiness at the same time, look 
upon them with quiet contempt. In order to take stock thus of the 
injustices of society, one must have an equable temperament and 
also material security. Bums was too hot-headed. The continual 
contact with poverty and anxiety about the morrow constantly 
exasperated and maddened him. Mediocrity ofIife may be borne with 
patience but not uncertainty. That is a torture which ends by 
making one aggressive and touchy. Added to these causes of resent
ment there were doubtless others less excusable: slights to his pride, 
requirements of pleasure, and-what is more painful than all the 
rest for men like Bums-the feeling of being separated from women 
by his lowly blood. All these things had fermented in his soul and 
produced a leaven. The sight of riches angered him: he sometimes 
said so with singular bitterness, as in a letter to Mrs. Dunlop, dated 
4th March, 1789: 

'When I must sculk into a comer, lest the rattling equipage of 
some gaping blockhead, contemptible puppy or detestable 
scoundrel should mangle me in the mire, I am tempted to exclaim
"What merits these Wretches had, or what demerit have I had, in 
some state of Pre-existence, that they are ushered into this state 
of being with the sceptre of rule and the key of riches in their puny 
fists, and I am kicked into the world, the sport of their folly, or the 
victim of their pride?" , 

We recognise the man walking about the streets filled with a 
secret irritation against this luxury which bespatters him. Here 
again is the same sentiment more harshly expressed. This is the 
angry gesture and the coarse phrase sometimes seen and heard at a 
kerbside: 
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'Alas for hapless Woman! the needy creature who was shivering 
at the comer of the street, waiting to earn the wages of casual 
prostitution, is ridden down by the chariot-wheels of the CORONETED 

REP, hurrying on the adulterous assignation; she, who without the 
same necessities to plead, riots nightly in the same guilty trade!!!' 
(Letter to Peter Hill, 17th Jan. 1791.) 

This state of anger reveals itself on the least occasion, expressing 
itself in invectives against the nobility and against the rich. They 
spring up everywhere in his work, launched with a remarkable 
violence of insult and contempt. It must be said that the aristocracy 
of the 18th century, especially the lesser aristocracy, only too often 
justified these attacks. Ignorant, coarse, heavily addicted to drunken
ness and vice, it imitated the dull-witted debauchery of which the 
first two Georges had given the example, while making it still more 
stupid. It added to it a sort of brutality and arrogance due to the 
English temperament. The novelists have left many a portrait of 
these nobles, and the Squire Westerns were not rare. Along with 
that, the old signorial rights remained entire, uncontested, exercised 
in all their harshness. To provide money for the masters' expenses, 
the factors were pitiless, threatening, and grinding the faces of the 
poor. Thus whenever Bums speaks of the upper classes, his voice 
takes on a tone of hatred, and his eyes flash with anger. His allusions 
to the aristocracy are a continual satire and insult. His poem, 'The 
Twa Dogs,' one of his first, in which he makes a shepherd's collie 
converse with a Newfoundland dog wearing the copper collar of a 
land-owner, is nothing but a diatribe comparing the fate of the rich 
with that of the poor. What a contrast! 'The laird gets in his racked 
rents, his coals, his kain an' a' his stents' (that is, all his farm dues); 
he gets up when he likes; his lackeys answer his bell; he calls his 
carriage, he calls his horse; he draws out a. fine silken purse 'as 
lang's my tail', says the Newfoundland dog, through the meshes 
of which the golden Georges shine. From mom till night it is nothing 
but baking, roasting, frying, boiling: everyone, from the master to 
the lowest servant, is gorged with sauces and ragouts. Then comes 
the picture of the factors' cruelty. Here one feels the memory of 
painful scenes witnessed during his infancy. It is impossible to 
mistake the tone of these words. But these abuses are perhaps 
attributable to over-zealous underlings. The master is absent, 
detained in London, in Parliament, busy with the welfare of the 
country. He cannot supervise everything. He is not responsible for 
the harshness of his subordinates. The good of the country! Does 
he really think that? and the indictment continues more heatedly: 
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'For Britain's guid?-for her destruction! 
Wi' dissipation, feued an' faction!' 

Then the rich man's dog attacks the idleness of these useless 
people: he shows the gentlemen, and worse still, the ladies, made 
wretched by want of work. 

'They loiter, lounging, lank an' lazy; 
Tho' deil haet ails them, yet uneasy.' 

With an ever more brutal hand the poet tears away the veils, 
showing the debauchery of the men, the gossip of the women, the 
nights spent in gambling, that 18th century feminine passion of 
which Thackeray has left a pretty picture in 'The Virginians'; and 
finally, the cheating that went on. Nothing is lacking: it is like one 
of Hogarth's cruel paintings, drawn with the same precision and 
the same vigorous strokes. 

This picture which does not smack of friendship ends with these 
two lines: 

'There's some exception, man an' woman; 
But this is gentry's life in common.' 

Wherever he gets the chance he puts in a few words against the 
nobility, some contemptuous term rendering them odious and 
ridiculous. In 'The Brigs of Ayr' he represents them as the 
'straumrel, corky-headed Gentry, the herryment and ruin of the 
country; men three parts made by tailors and by barbers'. Else
where, in the 'Second Epistle to Lapraik,' it is: 

' ... the paughty, feudal thane, 
Wi' ruffled sark an' glancing cane, 
Wha thinks himself nae sheepshank bane, 

But lordly stalks, 
While caps and bonnets aft' are ta'en, 

As by he walks.' 

Or else it is some fat, stupid, dull laird, hard of hearing, who 
strokes his beard, and croaks out a compliment. In his love songs, 
the rich, oafish wooer constantly reappears, turned into ridicule, and 
abandoned for the poor, young, beloved gallant. In a ballad written 
during an election, he sings: 

'But why should we to nobles jouk? 
And is't against the law, that? 
For why, a lord may be a gowk 
Wi' ribbon, star, an' a' that. 
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For a' that, an' a' that, 
Here's Heron yet, for a' that! 
A lord may be a lousy loun, 
Wi' ribbon, star an' a' that. ('1st Heron Ballad.') 
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When he finds reason for attacking a lord, he does not miss the 
mark, witness his lines on the Duke of Queensberry, 'the reptile 
who wears a ducal crown'; and his truly ferocious poem against the 
Earl of Breadalban~ unfair piece, of incredible violence, which 
seems a real incitement to assassination: 

'Long life, my lord, an' health be yours, 
Unskaith'd by hunger'd Highland boors; 
Lord grant nae dudle desperate beggar, 
Wi' dirk, claymore, or rusty trigger, 
May twin auld Scotland 0' a life 
She likes-as lambkins like a knife.' 

('Address of Beelzebub.') 

The poem continues with a savagerY and keenness of irony which 
occasionally reminds us of Swift. It bursts out with the fierce, sneer
ing, infernal laughter of the bitterest of writers. 

When he chances to meet a nobleman free from the defects of his 
class, he cannot hide his surprise. One senses that he approaches 
him with a feeling of mistrust and almost of hostility. He needs 
to be disarmed. In his lines 'On meeting with Lord Daer' he says: 

'I watch'd the symptoms 0' the Great
The gentle pride, the lordly state, 

The arrogant assuming; 
The fient a pride, nae pride had he, 
Nor sauce, nor state that I could see, 

Mair than an honest ploughman!' 
Thus at everY moment his ill-will towards the upper classes, his 

irritation at seeing above him (because of wealth and honours) 
worthless, useless men, show through. One feels behind each of 
these verses a pamphleteer ready and only waiting to throw himself 
into the attack against social distinctions. These lines were partly 
written in 1786. In another country Figaro's persiflage had just 
given the aristocracy light, brilliant stiletto stabs. Here we have a 
heavier hand, and as it were blows from an axe. 

He was not satisfied with these invectives which, after all, are 
scarcely more than satire. He went straight to the heart of the 
matter. He asked himself why the toil of the majority became the 
profit of some; why thousands of human beings drudge desperately 
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and sterilely to maintain a few others in luxury and idleness. He was 
incensed by what we should today call the exploitation of Man. If 
the phrase is not there, the thought emerges clearly. It had taken 
possession of his mind and often evoked sombre reflections. He 
wrote to Mrs. Dunlop on 16th August, 1788: 

'After all that has been said on the other side of the question, 
Man is by no means a happy creature.-I do not speak of the 
Selected Few, favored by partial Heaven; whose souls are tuned to 
Gladness and Riches, & Honors, & Prudence, & Wisdom.-I speak 
of the neglected Many, whose nerves, whose sinews, whose days, 
whose thoughts, whose independance, whose peace, nay whose very 
gratifications & enjoyments, the instinctive gift of Nature, are 
sacrificed & sold to those few bloated Minions of Heaven!' 

He could not see without painful emotion the relationship between 
the rich and those who enriched them. In another passage of his 
correspondence, one can grasp the secret irritation which he often 
brought into the houses of the fortunate ones, and what difficulty 
he had in hiding it. Reading the description of the interview of 
which he speaks, one can hear the sarcastic tone with which he 
must have outbidden the opinions expressed before him. 

In this letter to Mrs. Dunlop, 27th May, 1788, he says: 
'There are few circumstances relating to the unequal distribution 

of the good things of this life that give me more vexation (I mean in 
what I see around me) than the Importance that the Great bestow 
on their trifles and small matters in family affairs, compared with 
the same things on the contracted scale of a Cottage.-Last afternoon 
I had the honor to spend an hour or two at a good woman's fireside, 
where the homely planks that composed the floor were decorated 
with a splendid Carpet, and the gay table sparkled with Silver & 
China.-'Tis now about term-day, and there has been a revolution 
among those creatures who, tho' in appearance, Partakers & equally 
noble Partakers, of the same Nature with Madame, yet are from time 
to time, their nerves, their sinews, their health, strength, wisdom, 
experience, genius, time, nay, a good part of their very thoughts, 
sold for months & years, anxious Drudges, sweating, weary slaves, 
not only to the necessities, the conveniences, but the caprices of the 
IMPORTANT FEw.-We talked of the insignificant Creatures; nay, 
notwithstanding their general stupidity & Rascality, did some of 
the poor devils the honor to commend them.-But, light be the 
turf upon his breast who taught-"Reverence Thyself!" we looked 
down on the unpolished Wretches, their impertinent wives and 
clouterly brats, as the lordly Bull does on the little, dirty Ant-hill, 
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whose puny inhabitants he crushes in the carelessness of his 
ramble, or tosses in the air in the wantonness of his pride.' 

These letters belong to 1788. But this protest against work un
justly shared had not delayed till then to betray itself in his poetry. 
While still at Mauchline, he had had the striking vision of so many 
human lives crushed, bent down to the ground as under a yoke, piti
lessly exploited, for the profit of a single person. He had experienced 
the feeling of immense sadness which comes out of everything when 
one contemplates human labours with this thought in mind. He had 
expressed it in a truly beautiful picture. Before usstretches the vast 
plain over which this malediction looms. It is lit by a gloomy sun 
which brings nothing but sorrow. The ground has a funereal hue: 
a universal groan comes out of everything. We are reminded of 
certain images by Lamennais, grandiose and tragic in colour. 

'The sun that overhangs yon moors, 
Outspreading far and wide, 
Where hundreds labour to support 
A haughty lordling's pride: 
I've seen yon weary winter-sun 
Twice forty times return, 
And ev'ry time has added proofs 
That man was made to mourn.' 

And a little further on the same idea is taken up again, but accom
panied this time by a commentary, by an impatient, almost menacing 
interrogation: 

. 'See yonder poor, o'erlabour'd wight, 
So abject, mean and vile, 
Who begs a brother of the earth 
To give him leave to toil; 
And see his lordly fellow-worm 
The poor petition spurn, 
Unmindful, tho' a weeping wife 
And helpless offspring mourn. 

If I'm desigo'd yon lordling's slave
By Nature's law desigo'd-
Why was an independent wish 
E'er planted in my mind? 
If not, why am I subject to 
His cruelty, or scorn? 
Or why has man the will and power 
To make his fellow mourn?' ('Man was made to mourn.') 
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As yet these were only signs scattered about in his work, frag
ments of rock piercing the soil here and there and letting the reader 
guess what it covered. These sallies happened as the mood took 
him. They contained everything, good and bad, a bit of justice and 
truth, sometimes also pride, jealousy, prejudices, thoughtless 
judgments. 

When the events of the French Revolution turned people's minds 
more in this direction, these rather confused elements became 
co-ordinated in his. What was too personal and too purely aggres
sive was purified in the breath of great principles which floated in 
the air and formed an atmosphere of generalisation. Instead of 
escaping in tirades and invectives, this idea of the equality of men 
became broader and loftier. It took the elevated form of a principle. 
By declaring that honesty is the sole measure of men Burns put his 
claim under an unassailable safe-guard. He then wrote one of his 
finest songs, splendid in its pride and energy, and irrefutable. It is 
one of his most popular pieces. 'A man's a man for a' that' has 
become a kind of Marseillaise of Equality. Its eloquently simple 
chorus, that comparison of rank with the guinea-stamp and of 
man with gold itself, have entered for ever into the soul of the 
people. 

(Translator's note: the author her~ quotes the poem in fulL) 
Is not the difference between Burns's political poetry and that of 

his contemporaries glaringly obvious? Wordsworth and Coleridge 
invoked Liberty as historical philosophers. They saw it as one of 
the promises of the future. They pleaded for it in noble philosophic 
arguments. They were idealistically optimistic. Their eyes enrap
tured, in a mirage, they did not notice at their feet the abuses, the 
sufferings, the usurpations, the bad works, but only the magnificent 
hope rising upon the horizon. It was for it that they were waiting, 
forgetting that the dawn seems to touch the earth only because it is 
far off, and goes away when we approach it. Such dreams, however, 
are not useless. They are far above humanity and events, but there 
fall from them a kindness and a love which fertilise Life. 

Burns's poetry is more earthly: it is made up of hatred of ine
quality: it is above all a demand. It is the revolt of a proletarian who, 
suffering abuses, rises against them. He is tired, his limbs are bruised, 
his patience is at an end, anger is springing up in his heart. What 
do distant dreams matter to him? It is immediate relief that he 
claims. A cry which is both a plaint and a threat escapes him. That 
is why, in place of Wordsworth's noble considerations, these are 
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songs, but songs trembling with passion, with fiery eloquence, 
brutal, sometimes ironic, aggressive. They are made by a man of 
the people. Once the people has learned them, it will never forget 
them. They will help it to express what it feels confusedly. They 
are made to be repeated on the roads, to furnish slogans for popular 
banners, and quotations for public speakers. They contain words of 
command, and almost rallying-cries; for make no mistake, there is in 
these words something which goes beyond anything yet expressed by 
poetry. There is a beginning of revolt against the inequalities of 
fortune, and the accent of socialist demands. Shelley and Swinburne 
will go as far, but later. Their poems, steeped in philosophy and 
imagery, will not penetrate into the masses, as do these couplets made 
of passion and naked eloquence. These alone are capable of shaking 
a nation. If ever the English mobs rise up to break social forms 
which imprudence has tried to preserve for too long, it is in the ode 
to the 'Tree of Liberty' or in that to honest poverty, that they will 
find choruses to whose rhythms they can march. Robert Browning, 
in one of those short poems in which he condenses a whole drama, 
making a man of the people lament the loss of a leader who has 
deserted to the side of riches and honours, is right to invoke the 
name of Burns and place him beside Milton and Shelley, among 
the revolutionary poets of England. 

It is fitting to add that this bridling against the rich does not 
always assume the character of animosity. It often happens that 
Burns upholds equality by raising the existence of the poor rather 
than by denigrating that of the rich. There are, particularly in his 
youthful works, many good-humoured passages in which Poverty 
cocks a snook at Opulence, and gaily challenges it to be as happy 
as it. What matter the money bags, the titles and the rank? Does 
not one bear one's happiness in oneself? As long as one is an 
honest man with a clear, free conscience, do not peace and content
ment dwell within one's own bosom? Does not Nature offer its 
charms equally to everybody? Do not the poor have their friend
ships and their loves, often purer and more faithful than those of 
the rich? And is not the heart in which these passions glow richer 
than burnt-out hearts amid the most dazzling wealth? The poor 
need envy no one. 'The Epistle to Davie' has expressed this care
free spirit, this valiant defiance of poverty, this joyous resignation 
to one's lot. 

(Translater's note: M. AngeIIier quotes seven stanzas of this 
poem.) 
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In truth, it must be admitted that this way of consoling oneself 
for Fate's bad dealings does not apply to real life and is not lasting. 
It is the lack of concern of the rolling stone. To some extent it is 
the swaggering of a bachelor, and a young one at that: one must be 
alone to travel in this haphazard fashion, constantly setting out 
from everywhere without bothering to arrive anywhere. One must 
have a strong body to sleep on roadside banks or in barns on the 
hay. If one meets some old philosophical tramps who are satisfied 
with this roving open-air life, they are rare. 

In any case, as soon as Fate has fixed us in one place, and our 
children have fastened us to the wall, like the tendrils of the vine; 
as soon as the body cracks up, these dreams of the satisfied beggar 
are no more use. This bohemian gaiety could not possibly be a 
remedy for those whom a family or old age keep fast in a dreary 
comer of life. Those are the ones who must be comforted, those 
who, as Beranger puts it, have a cradle, a roof and a coffin and can
not even change their wretchedness. Can one extract from their 
destiny enough joy to oppose it to that of the rich? Bums tried it! 
He remade in his own way the eulogy of the peasants: not in the 
way of the ancient praises of the pastoral life and by reconstituting 
the golden age. He had suffered too much for his descriptions ever 
to miss out those depressing features which are the mark of real life; 
but he was able to show what joy, good health and tranquillity 
existed beneath the poorest thatch roofs and around peat fires. 

(Translator'S note: Here follows Luath's speech in 'The Twa 
Dogs', from 'They're no sae wretched's ane wad think' to 'I for joy 
hae barkit wi' them'.) 

Again, in how many other things have the poor not the advantage 
over the rich? It is not the acres, either, or the well-stocked 
farms, or the number of animals, which give spirit to the men and 
gentility to the girls. It is the regular work, the fresh air of the fields, 
the simple life, which produce the families who are the ornament 
and the strength of a race. Here again, the poor thatch cottages 
contain more true riches than the sumptuous mansions: 

' ... buirdly chiels, an' clever hizzies, 
Are bred in sic a way as this is.' 

('The Twa Dogs'.) 

We remember that the poet said to Dugald Stewart during one of 
the moming walks which they took together in the environments of 
Edinburgh that 'the sight of so many smoking cottages gave a pleas
ure to his mind which none could understand who had not 
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witnessed, like himself, the happiness and worth which they 
contained. ' 

This extolling of the life of the poor found its finest, most moving 
expression in the famous piece, 'The Cottar's Saturday Night'. 
There it is ennobled, touched with beauty, for it takes on such an 
elevation, while preserving its fatigues, that it is embellished with a 
superior light: never has so much dignity been spread over the 
existence of the needy. It is a consecration of the natural piety, 
family love, resignation, and honesty under wretched roof-trees; 
it is a solemn tribute to the humble virtues. And the admirable 
thing about this picture is that this nobility gradually emerges from 
reality, surmounts it, conquers it and finally subdues it and drags 
it triumphantly behind it. The poem, opening with an almost gloomy 
picture of exhausting toil, ends in a glorious idea. The poverty, the 
labour, the sweat, the harshness of the details disappear. It reaches 
the heights of human dignity, where all the social distinctions have 
fallen, where the soul alone is seen, where all that is absolute in 
virtue sparkles and shines, melting around it, like so much useless 
wax, rank, wealth and birth. It is a poem that must be known, for 
it marks, in one direction, one of the extreme points of Burns's 
genius. 

(Translator's note: M. Angellier then describes the poem in great 
detail, drawing particular attention to stanzas VI, IX, XI, XV, XVI, 
XVII, XVIII, XX and XXI, which he quotes in full. He notes that 
the poet's design is to show the life of the peasantry in all its 
aspects. Referring to the family worship, he goes on): 

What a grandeur the poor walls where these sacred, majestic 
visions are glimpsed take on! They (the visions) bring them the 
authority of religion; at the same time they spread around a terrify
ing or adorably tender poetry. This group of peasants understand 
them. The Bible has been almost their only reading in their youth; 
they hear these things discussed every Sunday. In all these simple 
minds there is really and truly a moral moment of high veneration, 
such as better educated minds never know. The scene continues 
with a prayer which hovers over all the bowed heads. 

It is superfluous to call attention to the simplicity and the firmness 
of these lines. The poet is right to add that compared with this, the 
pomp and art that men display in the congregations seem poor. 
While remaining lofty, the poem descends a little from these heights 
and comes back to earth. The evening is over. The company dis
perses. The parents remain alone with a last thought for their 
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family. Does not this stanza (XVIII) appear in another light from 
that at the beginning of the poem? We are far from the winter land
scape where a tired man is trudging homeward; far from the feeling 
of sadness, weariness, which filled that dusk. There is a glow of 
confidence, embellished by the gracious images of a nest of birds 
and a lovely flower. Through the sentiments of love, of which no 
form has been forgotten; through the adoration of the Most High, 
these over-burdened souls have first risen above their lot, and now 
rest confidently in an almost radiant confidence. If the thought 
occurs to us that all the cottages covered by the darkness contain 
at the same moment a similar spectacle, that under each of these 
humble smoking chimneys scattered throughout the countrYside 
people are loving, praying, and hoping thus, then the nobility of this 
scene stretches over the whole land. These peasant homes suddenly 
become the support and ornament of the nation. One is not sur
prised by the almost lyrical movement that closes the poem: 

'From scenes like these old Scotia's grandeur springs.' 
What a lesson in equality! Where will one find respect for pomp 

and ceremonial, when it has all been given to this poor farmer, 
nobler than the marquises and the lords? When one has felt that 
veneration for virtue in itself, and tasted the wine of true respect, all 
the exterior deferences seem hollow and insipid. 

We see what dignity the life of the poor has assumed in Bums's 
hands. It is enhanced and ennobled. It is shown in its great import
ance to the countrY. In spite of the reality which it maintains, it is 
even sometimes clothed in a kind of beauty. Against that, the life 
of the rich is stripped of all its fallacious associations and revealed 
in its emptiness and its ugly aspects, and its general uselessness. 
On which side is the advantage, the true superiority, the right to 
esteem? These families are the wheat of a countrY: like the humble 
com, they give it life, and whatever the gaudy, rare plants may be 
that flourish in the gardens, it is they who adorn the plains. 

It is in this way and within these limits that Bums has touched on 
the noble parts of life. Thanks to that, he is more than a poet of 
familiar and grotesque reality. It must be admitted, however, that 
these two parts of his genius are not equal to each other. The latter 
is inferior to the first, in originality, in variety and particularly in 
life. Does it not seem that the main difference which we have indi
cated visibly emerges? The fact is that the gift of dealing objectively 
with subjects, of creating scenes or people outside himself, abandons 
Bums when he penetrates into the realm of the beautiful. He brings 
to it only his own emotions; he speaks only in his own name; 
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expresses principles instead of painting characters. He is a creator 
when dealing with comic objects, but not with abstract. He has 
given life to many laughable characters, but not to one poetic figure. 
Whilst the true painters like Shakespeare produce Ophelia and Ariel 
over against Falstaff and Cali ban, Burns has given nothing beautiful 
as a pendant to his 'Jolly Beggars' and to 'Tam 0' Shanter'. Even 
that animation of expression, that perpetual hitting on a lucky 
phrase, that good fortune and that good-humoured language desert 
him. The words remain vigorous and simple but they are more 
monotonous, more abstract. They stand at some distance from the 
objects, by a literary artifice. At the same time, instead of being' 
supple, quick-moving, swift to respond to the least deviations from 
reality, they are stiffer and more strained. We no longer have a 
succession of touches faIling thick and fast on the point they are to 
render but an oratorical development. 'The Cottar's Saturday 
Night' may serve as an example. Its inspiration is lofty and forms a 
great part of its beauty; but where are the life and individuality? 
The ploughman is only a general type, like Goldsmith's school
master or village priest. The subject of course demanded gravity, 
but here the effect is rather slow, the style, which is broad, has some
thing cold and formal about it. The poem lacks the flavour of 
Burns's true creations. 

From this it must be concluded that Burns did not render the 
beauty of things with the same clearness as he did their familiar 
and comic aspects. He was more creative in the realm of the 
grotesque than in that of the serious. Of the beauty prevalent in 
life, it was the moral kind that specially appealed to him. He who 
portrayed everyday events so faithfully was at a certain level 
nothing but an orator: he had fervour, keenness, eloquence, but 
he ceased to have the gift of true creation. He preached about noble 
things and described common things. Life, however, is above 
everything. The side of Burns's work to which 'The Jolly Beggars,' 
'Hallowe'en,' 'Death and Doctor Hornbook' and 'Tam 0' Shanter' 
belong has more genius in it than that of 'The Cottar's Saturday 
Night: 'Scots wha hae' and the 'Advice to a Young Friend'. 

In spite of this preference, it would have been unjust to neglect 
this aspect of Burns. It adds something to a man to have energetic
ally loved liberty, justice and mutual good-will among men. It adds 
something to a poet to have sung about them in such resounding 
accents. It will add greatly to Burns's fame to have sung about them 
in songs so simple and so strong that they have provided a nation 
with the poetry of its rights, its angers and its dignity. 



The win's frae the East, 
The air is gey cauld. 
Yowes snuggle thegither 
For warmth i' the fauld. 

A laverock swoops doon 
Frae the lift tae his mate, 
A blackie sits silent 
Abune my auld gate. 

APRIL 

The birk an' the rowan 
Still look gaunt an' bare, 
But sune they'll be ftauntin' 
Green tips i' the air. 
An' here i' my gairden 
Spring's workin' awa, 
For daffies are bloomin' 
In spite 0' some snaw. 

Sae contentit I'll wait 
For the warmth 0' the sun, 
Kennin' oot 0' deid Winter 
That new life has sprung. 

L. M. STIRLING 
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ROBERT BURNS: THE CRITICAL HERITAGE. Edited by Donald 
A. Low. (477pp. £8·25. Routledge & Kegan Paul). 

A FORGETTEN HERITAGE. Edited by Hannah Aitken. (168pp. 
£2·50. Scottish Academic Press). 

THE HOUSE WITH THE GREEN SHUTTERS by George Douglas 
Brown. Edited with Introduction, Notes and Glossary by J. 
T. Low. (275pp. 95p. Holmes McDougall). 

VOICE AND VERSE-AN ANTHOLOGY compiled by Alice V. Stuart 
and Charles Graves. (56pp. £1'75. The Ramsay Head Press). 

SCOTTISH LITERARY JOURNAL VOL. 1 No. 1. Edited by Thomas 
Crawford, University of Aberdeen. (80pp. Published by the 
Association for Scottish Literary Studies). 

ON AN AYRSHIRE FARM 1823-1824. Edited by John Strawhom. 
(67 pp. 25p. Published by Ayrshire Archaeological and 
Natural History Society). 

LALLANS No.2 WHITSUNDAY 1974. Edited by J. K. Annand. 
(2Opp. Published by the Lallans Society). 

When we consider that, in the Mitchell Library in Glasgow, the 
Burns Room contains over 4,000 volumes, it is natural to assume 
that nothing more can be added to our knowledge of the poet and 
his works. In his handsomely produced book, however, Donald 
A. Low, who teaches in the Department of English at the University 
of Stirling, provides us with something new: a documentary record 
of criticism written in Great Britain between 1786 and 1837. 

Here, of course, Low has had to work within the limits which 
Messrs. Routledge and Kegan Paul have set throughout their 
distinguished Critical Heritage Series. In his Introduction, never
theless, he gives a masterly assessment of the range of Burns 
criticism across the years. Not until the thirties of the present 
century, with Snyder's The Life of Robert Burns and J. De Lancey 
Ferguson's two volumes of The Letters of Robert Burns, did a 
clean invigorating wind begin to blow through the corridors of 
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criticism. Since then, David Daiches (from whose study, Robert 
Burns, we published long extracts by arrangement in the 1952 
Burns Chronicle), Thomas Crawford, whose Burns: a Study 0/ the 
Poems and Songs has not been surpassed, James Kinsley, with The 
Poems and Songs 0/ Robert Burns, and others have contributed a 
tremendous amount of responsible scholarship to the study and 
understanding of Burns's Works. 

Unlike many poets who venture into print, Burns was never 
fated to go unnoticed. At the outset, the Kilmarnock Edition, as 
it is known, created great local interest. Then the Rev. George 
Lawrie, minister of Loudon, sent a copy to Doctor Thomas Black
lock in Edinburgh. Despite his blindness, caused by smallpox in 
infancy, Blacklock was a poet and critic of some note in his day, 
and he expressed the hope to Lawrie that a second edition would 
be immediately forthcoming. When Burns learned of this from 
Gavin Hamilton, his plan to emigrate went by the board and the 
rest is history. 

Henry Mackenzie's unsigned essay in the Lounger began the 
misleading conception of the 'Heaven-taught ploughman' and it 
was accepted for long enough despite John Logan's very different 
view in the English Review. Burns himself was no doubt shrewd 
enough to know that it did not matter what critics said about him 
or his poetry as long as they said something. 

With Burns's death, the spate of 18th century criticism continued 
and, for the course it took, Low lays the blame squarely on Macken
zie and George Thomson. 

Later, we find Wordsworth writing sympathetically in defence 
of Burns whilst, at the same time, getting in a jab at Jeffrey, first 
editor of the Edinburgh Review, for his attacks on Wordsworth's 
own poetry. In airing their views on Burns, Hogg and Keats also 
got mixed up in this same kind of in-fighting. Literary men, you 
may well think, are a touchy lot! 

Scott, Byron, Hazlitt, Coleridge, Macaulay, Carlyle, De Quincey 
and other famous men all feature in these engrossing pages, and 
towards the end of the book there are extracts from a speech given 
by Emerson at a Centenary Burns dinner in Boston on January 25, 
1895. Some of our readers may be familiar with it, but how many 
realise that, with the Edinburgh Edition, Burns became popular 
in America and has remained so to this day? I recall that when the 
late Harry S. Truman became President of the United States of 
America, I learned that Burns's Works had been among the ten 
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books that had influenced his life. I wrote to invite him to con
tribute an article on this subject to the Burns Chronicle. Most 
men. with the burdens he carried, would have tossed such a letter 
aside, but he took time to reply, agreeing that he had always 
admired Bums, but regretting that, as long as long as he occupied 
the office of President, he was unable to write for any publications. 

Anyhow, let me emphasize that, for all the long, patient hours 
of research and concentration that this book must have cost its 
editor, it is far from being a dry-as-dust, academic exercise. It is a 
vital, essential work which will hold your attention to the last 
page. 

And now to a heritage of a very different kind. Original folk 
tales of Lowland Scotland. As the blurb to A Forgotten Heritage 
states, 'Much is here for the social historian; still more to interest 
enthusiasts for the Scottish dialect; but most of all the compilers 
have in mind the general reader who loves the old ways and who 
believes with John Buchan that a land in the turmoil of great 
change should beware of casting aside the things that belong to the 
"very core and essence of its being.'" 

The places of these tales cover the Borders, Galloway, Nithsdale, 
Dumfriesshire and Ayrshire, and somehow or other-for good 
measure perhaps-Orkney, Aberdeenshire, Banff and Cromarty 
are included. Here you will meet fairies, brownies, witches, war
locks, ghaisties-and even the Devil himsel!' 

'What was he like?' the eager neighbours demanded of a man 
who claimed to have met the devil and the answer was that apart 
from a terrible head of horns, long hairy legs, great cloven feet and 
a smell of brimstone, he had seemed 'a gey decent-like chiel!' 

As a source, Robert Chambers and his Popular Rhymes of 
Scotland are responsible for a quarter of the forty-eight tales, one 
of which was narrated by Mrs. Begg, sister of Robert Burns, and 
is entitled 'The Marriage of Robin Redbreast'. 

It is noted that Bums 'was in the habit of telling it to the younger 
members of his father's household, and Mrs. Begg's impression is 
that he made it for their amusement'. In the by-gaun, we are also 
reminded that 'Robert Chambers gave the entire profits of a cheap 
edition of his Life and Works of Burns to Mrs. Begg'. 

The Scots language, as it is used throughout the book, is simple 
and natural and far removed from Lallans. That is why many will 
find it so readable! Mr. David Dorward of the University of St. 
Andrews is responsible for the illuminating section which deals 
with the Language of the Tales and this is followed by an excellent 
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Glossary and Notes on Words. Hannah Aikten herself is perhaps 
too modest about her own part in this unique achievement. Such 
tales must have thrilled generations of children. A forgotten 
heritage indeed! TV dominates the family circle and, like many 
other things, folk tales are out of date. A great pity that today's 
children grow up too soon to enjoy such delights-unless, of 
course, a wise parent or relation makes them a present of this book. 

A new edition of The House with the Green Shutters is most welcome 
especially as J. T. Low's introduction completely supersedes the 
very sketchy and, in some respects, inaccurate introduction by 
Herbert Van Thai in the edition published by Cassell in 1967. 

The novel was first published in the autumn of 1901, and less 
than twelve months later George Douglas Brown died at the age 
of 33. His body was brought from London and laid to rest in his 
mother's grave in Ayr cemetery. 

In his Foreword which he contributed to my biography of 
Brown (1952), the late Waiter Elliot wrote: 'He had achieved the 
katharsis, the purge of spirit, the tranquility at the far side of things. 
He had said what he came into the world to say. Then he died 
. . . It may well be that he was fortunate in the occasion of his 
death. He had written an act out of Aechylus, in OchiItree. It is 
not given to many to do so much.' 

J. T. Low has been at some pains to identify the Barbie of the 
novel with Ochiltree and, taking his cue from a suggestion in 
Cuthbert Lennox's misleading Memoir, mentions a man who was 
called 'the village king of Ochiltree'. All this despite Brown's 
own statement in a letter that 'not one of the characters was drawn 
from Ochiltree'. In fairness to J. T. Low, however, he qualifies 
things by pointing out that 'identification of the region of Barbie 
with that ofOchiItree is not to be pushed too closely'. 

Of the achievement of the novel, he has no doubt and concludes 
that 'George Douglas Brown's work, firmly placed within the 
Scottish tradition, reflecting European development and influencing 
later Scottish works, makes an important and original contribution 
to the novel of the twentieth century'. 

If you have not read The House with the Green Shutters. this new 
edition is the one for you. 

To celebrate its first fifty years, the Scottish Association for the 
Speaking of Verse has published Voice and Verse. an anthology 
from the poetry of those who have been or still are connected with 
the Association. This applies to office-bearers and ordinary 
members alike. 
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An old friend, Hugh MacDiarmid, is represented by '0 Wha's 
Been Here More Me, Lass?' and 'Lourd on My Hert,' which ex
presses a real scunner at the state of Scotland that still applies 
today. Douglas Fraser's 'To The Wind' is well-known, and Albert 
Mackie also gives a vivid picture of Auld Reekie in Lines from 
'Sing a Sang 0' Scotland.' Another old friend, now gone, W. D. 
Cocker, is caught in one of his more poignant moods in 'The 
Latecomer.' Alice V. Stuart, who has been a tower of strength in 
the Association, is represented by 'The Dark Tarn,' one of her 
finest poems. My only regret is that, with 'Lintie in a Cage' in 
mind, she does not write more often in Scots! 

In an anthology it is foolhardy to pick and choose, especially 
with John Masefield, Gordon Bottomley, Edwin Muir, Charles 
Graves and William Montgomerie among those so richly deserving 
notice. But space forbids me to ramble on except to add that the 
Jubilee Poetry Competition attracted 336 entries and the prize
winning poems round off the book. Alice V. Stuart and Charles 
Graves are to be congratulated on compiling an anthology which 
holds so much variety and will give pleasure to many. 

In addition to the books reviewed above, Scottish Literary 
Journal is further proof that Scottish Literature is far from being 
in the doldrums. In this issue, Vol. 1, No.1, our readers will 
probably be most interested in 'Some Notes on Scottish Chap
books' by G. Ross Roy, a Canadian who holds a Chair at the 
University of South Carolina and was one of our contributors to 
the 3rd Series of the Burns Chronicle. Chapbooks, covering the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, have been a neglected area 
of study, a fact which G. Ross Roy deplores. Chapbook printers 
never seem to have worried about copyright infringements and 
Burns was amongst those who suffered as a result. 'Holy Willie's 
Prayer' appeared as 'The Prayer of Holy Willie, a Canting, Hypo
critical, Kirk Elder'; 'Tam 0' Shanter' was frequently reprinted; 
and G. Ross Roy tells us that 'I love my Jean' (Of 'a the airts the 
wind can blaw) is found in a chapbook Lovely Jean with four 
additional stanzas! 

Another article, 'Language and Logic in A Voyage to Arcturus,' 
is by J. D. McOure, who has lectured in Germany and Canada 
as well as in Scotland. He examines David Lindsay's story which
metaphysical fantasy though it 1»--is a venture in what we now 
know as science fiction. 

'Henryson's Testament; a flawed masterpiece' is by J. A. W. 
Bennett, a New Zealander who holds the Chair of English Medieval 
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and Renaissance Literature at Cambridge; 
'Willam Dunbar's Beast Fable' is by R. J. Lyall, an Australian 

teaching in New Zealand; and Christopher Wiseman, who con
tributes 'A Study of Edwin Muir's "The Horses," is a Scot who 
works at the University of Calgary. Among other items, the 
Journal contains a useful list of current books on Scottish Prose 
and Verse (including Gaelic) compiled by James Kidd of the 
University of St. Andrews. 

Subscription for the calendar year, 1974, is £2·50, and in addition 
to the Scottish Literary Journal, members of the Association for 
Scottish Literary Studies receive an annual volume, published by 
the Scottish, Academic Press, and Scottish Literary News, which 
tells you what is going on in the world of Scottish language and 
literature. The distinguished Editor of the Journal is Thomas 
Crawford, Department of English, University of Aberdeen. 

To the Burns country now and On an Ayrshire Farm 1823-1824, 
which is skilfully edited by John Strawhorn, M.A., Ph.D., and 
tells the story, not only of farm life one hundred and fifty years 
ago, but of Henry Richmond, a remarkable man. Henry was a 
nephew of Burns's friend, John Richmond, and was the bonnet 
laird of Montgarswood in the parish of Sorn. He kept a diary 
from January, 1823, until October, 1824-a transcription is in the 
Burns House Museum at Mauchline- and out of it Dr. Strawhorn 
gives us this vivid picture of Old Ayrshire. 

A chapter dealing with work on the farm contains a wealth of 
information. Later on, Richmond describes the social life of the 
time, including funerals and festivities. Being a widower when 
he wrote his diary, he has also recorded his flirtations with consider
able frankness! 

He was a keen reader and in the course of a winter read 30 books 
which he borrowed from the Catrine Literary Book Society. 
Burns was his special favourite. He tells how he encountered one 
old man who had known both Burns and his father. William 
Burns was 'very austere' and Richmond's informant 'corroborated 
the story told by Burns about the dancing school affair, which 
alienated his father's affections'. Altogether this a booklet well 
worth reading-and well worth keeping. 

The second number of Lallans, the magazine of the Lallans 
Society, made its appearance at Whitsunday 1974. In his editorial 
J. K. Annand, whose poems are well known to our readers, declares 
'the orthographie 0' Lallans has aye been a sair question' and 
points out that 'there is muckle to be said for mair uniformity i 
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the spellin 0 Scots'. Elsewhere Janet M. Templeton crams a lot 
of information into her short article on 'Dialect'; and in 'The 
Makar Fergusson,' Alexander Scott uses Lallans with the ease and 
authority one expects from him and the result is an essay that 
ought to please everyone with a guid Scots tongue in his or her 
heid. I confess I was much less happy with the example of so
called 'Standard Scots' by Dr. David Purves. Seems to me the 
Lallans Society is preaching to the converted. Why do its members 
not take a leaf out of Mr. Annand's books, Sing It Aince For 
Pleisure and Twice for Joy, and reach out, as he does, to the young? 

ALLAN RAMSAY 
REVIEW BY R. PEEL 

ALLAN RAMSAY: A STUDY OF IDS LIFE AND WORKS. By Burns 
Martin. Originally published in 1931 by Harvard University Press. 
Reprinted by Greenwood Press (Westport, Connecticut) 1973. 
£4·90. 203pp. 

Modem scholarship owes a great debt to the energy and enthus
iasm of Burns Martin. He compiled the standard bibliography of 
Ramsay, and together with J. W. Oliver, edited the Scottish Text 
Society definitive edition of his works. It is particularly pleasing 
therefore that this study, which is now established as a penetrating 
insight into this important eighteenth-century figure, should be 
once more available. 

If Bums is to be accepted as the last and greatest literary ex
ponent of the old Scottish tradition, then due consideration must 
be given to the influence and inspiration of Ramsay and Fergusson. 
Indeed the whole eighteenth-century movement owes its resurgence 
to the drive and tenacity of Ramsay. This youngster, who arrived 
in Edinburgh from Lanarkshire in about 1700, aged 16, to become 
an apprentice wigmaker, became in tum a bookseller and dilettante 
extraordinary. His bookshop became the centre for all that was 
progressive in the arts, he wrote for the theatre, acted as manager 
and in 1736 opened Edinburgh's first regular theatre, having 
earlier started Britain's first circulating library. His own poems 
were published in 1721 and three years later came his anthology of 
'Ever Green, a Collection of Scots Poems wrote by the Ingenious 
before 1600' in two volumes. It was the 'Ever Green' and Watson's 

c 
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'Choice Collection of comic and serious Scots Poems both ancient 
and modern' which made most of the traditional material available 
to eighteenth-century readers. They contained selections from 
Henryson, Dunbar and Alexander Scott as well as Montgomerie's 
'The Cherrie and the Slae', several Sempill humorous pieces and 
the 'Christis Kirk on the Grene'. His 'Tea-table Miscellany, a 
Collection of choice Songs, Scots and English' was enormously 
successful and in spite of its sentimentality and careless editing, 
surely created an atmosphere which made possible Johnson's 
'Scots Musical Museum' and Thomson's 'Select Scottish Airs'. 

Burns undoubtedly felt an affinity towards the personality of 
both Ramsay and Fergusson, all were ostensibly social, fun seeking 
individuals yet were red blooded patriots concerned with social 
reform and deeply committed to the cause of reviving their native 
tongue. 

Burns Martin does not build too high a plinth for Ramsay's 
poetic ability; the liberties he took in his editorial work seems 
intolerable today, yet his contribution to Scottish poetry was 
significant. He, above all others, was the driving force which 
deposited such a wealth of literary material into the eighteenth 
century. He popularised the 'Standard Habbie' and with Hamilton 
of Gilbertfield. improved the verse epistle. (It was Hamilton's 
version of 'Wallace' that so inspired Bums.) We could do with 
their like today! 

Bums Martin treats his subject under the following Chapter 
headings: (1) The Life of Allan Ramsay, (2) The Poems, (3) 'The 
Gentle Shepherd', (4) Ramsay as Editor, (5) Ramsay and the 
Theatre, (6) The Reputation and the Influence of Ramsay. These 
occupy 135 of the 203 pp., the remainder being notes, bibliography, 
etc. It is not cheap (£4·90), which must limit sales in this country 
but the serious reader should console himself with the thought 
that he is adding to his bookshelf the best study of Ramsay that has 
been published to date. 

Greenwood Press titles are available in this country through 
Westport Publications Ltd., 3 Henrietta Street, London, WC2E 
SLT. 

A BoRDER POET. From a Shiffeneer Drawer by T. T. Kilbucho . 
. Econoprint Ltd., 42A Albany Street, Edinburgh. 6Op. 

T. T. Kilbucho is a rural poet, but he is not, in the Wordsworthian 
sense, a nature poet. His field of vision is the country parish, but 
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it is on human nature, in particular the all-too:human nature of the 
ordinary working man and woman, the hauftin and his lass, he 
focuses, though frequently his penetrating gaze is turned on 
minister and lawyer, gangrel and laird. 

There is passion and compassion in these poems, the cream of 
a lifetime's devotion to poetry, and the thread of Christian belief 
weaving through them gives a coherence to the whole, a consistency 
of view which is moral but never moralistic. In the fever of change 
which afllicts our modern lives this consistency is reassuring, as 
is the thought that the rural scene can still produce men and women 
as warm and vibrant as they were in Burns's day and a poet of 
such quality to celebrate them. 

R.H. 

JOHN GRAY'S BOOKLET IN DEMAND 

In 1967, Mr. John Gray, Hon. President of the Burns Federation. 
first published his booklet, 'Why, When and Where', which gave in 
chronological order the main events in the life of Burns. Judging 
from its sales at Ayr's Tam 0' Shanter Museum, this booklet has 
been in constant demand ever since. It has gone through six 
editions and now, despite several bouts of illness, Mr. Gray has 
issued a new edition, which has a much more attractive cover and 
contains new additions, including a useful Biographical Index of 
Burns's Principal Correspondents. You will find plenty of guid 
gear in this sma' book and the price-12p-will suit all pockets. 
We wish it every success and John himsel' a speedy return to his 
usual health and strength. 



MRS. MAGGIE COULSON 

Mrs. Maggie Coulson was made an Honorary President of the 
Burns Federation in 1967. It was an honour richly deserved, for 
she is one of the most popular and hard-working figures in the 
Burns world. 

Her motto through life has been service to others, and although 
she has devoted much of her time and energy to various activities 
in her own community, her greatest enthusiasm has been for the 
Burns movement. 

She was on the committee of the Queen of the South Burns Club 
in 1934, was it's secretary for 25 years and its president for twelve 
years. She was also secretary for twenty-one years of the famous 
Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association. 

Maggie attended her first Federation Conference as a delegate in 
1934, and since then has missed only one Conference. the year 
when her husband died. An extraordinary achievement. During 
the Conference in Dumfries in 1961 Maggie was Conference 
secretary, and again at the bi-century dinner organised by the 
Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association in Dumfries on 
30th January, 1959. A high-light of her activities was a meeting 
with Her Majesty the Queen when the Queen laid a wreath at the 
Burns Mausoleum. Maggie has seen it all! She is now the Federa
tion's watch-dog over the European Oubs. 

In other fields she was a founder member of St. Michael's Shrine, 
Dumfries, and was First Worthy Priestess in 1947. She has been 
a member of the Eastern Star for forty years and has held the 
highest offices in the Dumfries chapter. 

The Dumfries Guid Nychburris Festival is famous, and deservedly 
so. The work that Maggie did for this festival when in 1969 she 
was elected Honorary member of the Dumfries Cornets Club, an 
honour rarely bestowed. 

Maggie has many friends at home and abroad, but she is best 
known in her home town, and takes her relaxation with her friends 
in the famous 'Globe Inn', over an occasional refreshment. 

Folk like Maggie are scarce, that's why we offer a toast to her 
now: May she have continued health and strength to spread 
further pleasure and happiness. 

'An pray, a' gude things may attend you !' 
ALEX. MACMILLAN 



ANDREW STENHOUSE 

A VIGNETTE 

Andrew Stenhouse died on Monday, 24th June 1974, at the age of 
66. With his passing went one who was known and loved in the 
world of Burns Clubs all over the globe. 

He grew up in the Maryhill district in Glasgow, and received his 
early education in the local School 

Although he grew up in a family that loved music, a family every 
one of whom (except Andrew) learned to play some musical in
strument, Andrew evinced no special musical talent except, as one 
would expect in such surroundings, he learned to love music, 
especially that of Mozart, and this love remained with him all his 
life. 

Mter his schooldays he graduated at Glasgow University, and 
obtained the degrees of M.A. and LL.B. As a result of his studies 
in English literature he developed a love of poetry with a special 
liking for Wordsworth, but most of all for the writings and poems 
of Robert Burns, and those who came in contact with him will always 
remember the readiness with which he could quote an apt quotation 
from either Wordsworth or Burns. 

Curiously enough his favourite author was James Thurber, the 
American humorous writer, and this probably influenced his 
pawky tum of phrase which made a conversation with him such an 
attraction. 

His business life was that of the Law, and he was in special 
demand by the Sheriffs in the criminal and civil Courts in Glasgow, 
particularly during the War years, to look after the interests of 
defendants who would otherwise have not been represented. 

He also acted as legal Assessor in the Police Courts to guide the 
lay Magistrates on the Bench. 

He thus learned a great deal about how the other half lived, and 
it is not surprising that he was interested in the well-being of others. 

For a number of years he served as Chairman of a Tribunal 
under the Ministry of Pensions & Social Security. 

Despite these varied interests his really great interest was the 
work of the Glasgow & District Burns Association. He became 
Secretary to the Association in April 1935, and served in that 
capacity until he died. 

He was appointed Hon. Secretary to the Burns Federation in 
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1946 but had to resign from that position in 1947 owing to pressure 
of other work. The Federation was loth to lose his services how
ever, and persuaded him to act in the capacity of Assistant Secretary, 
and in that office he served for the remainder of his days. He was 
also President of the Federation from 1960 to 1961 and was later 
made an Honorary President. 

But it was as Secretary to the Glasgow & District Burns Associa
tion that he found his true metier. In the promotion of the Jean 
Armour Burns Houses at Mauchline, and the running of these 
houses he expended himself. His efforts to obtain finances to run 
the Houses made his name known to Burns Clubs and Bums 
lovers allover the world. The interest he took in the residenters 
made him beloved to the many old ladies to whom he brought so 
much happiness. 

During the past two and a half years his health deteriorated 
through heart trouble, but he refused to yield to human weakness, 
and so, still in harness, he passed to his rest. 

To his widow Gretta, his two sons Sandy and David, and his 
daughter Margaret our hearts go out, and if there is any comfort 
in words, be it known, 'he was beloved.' 

W. PAGE BURGESS, 

President 
Glasgow & District Burns Association 



REGIMENT HONOURS DUNDONALD BURNS CLUB 

On 25th January, 1974, Dundonald Burns Club held its annual 
Burns dinner and, at the same time, celebrated its own tenth 
anniversary. To mark the occasion, a special souvenir programme 
was produced, with photographs of nine smiling Past Presidents 
on the glossy cover and those of Immediate Past President, Clif 
Botcherby, President, Robin Castro, and Vice-President, Vic 
McDonald, on an inside page. Photographs were by Rod Bailey, 
Dundonald, and the design by William Taylor, D.A., Kilmarnock. 
Both are members of the Club and are to be congratulated on this 
very professional job. 

The President proposed the toast to the Immortal Memory, and 
following the custom of recent years, selected club members 
proposed and replied to the other traditional toasts. Then the 
mood changed. 

As Mr. Robert Kirk, Hon. Secretary, described it, 'The only 
sad part of the evening was our farewell to the Junior Tradesmen's 
Regiment of Dundonald Camp. This was expressed by a toast to 
"The Regiment" proposed by Past President Ralph Fallows, and 
as a climax to his reply, Colonel J. A. Myatt surprised everyone by 
presenting the Regimental Flag to the Oub as a memento of the 
Regiment's association with both the Oub and the community. 

Since then, Mr. Kirk adds, 'our members, while not wishing to 
make idle claims, feel that we must be the only Burns Oub to have 
a regimental flag among their relics!' 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

If any Burnsians think their club can match or supersede this 
claim please write and let us know. 



WILLIAM GRAHAM, M.A. 

In 1968, William Graham published a book ofverse, That ye Inherit, 
which was well received. Now a second volume, Twa-Three Sangs 
and Stories is expected to make its appearance in November, and 
Mr. Graham, who is President of Ayr Burns Club, has kindly given 
us permission to publish the following poems from this new book. 
We are sure our readers will join with us in wishing Mr. Graham 
every success. 

CL YDESIDE IN SPRING 

They tell me, lass, it's blossom time 
Back hame in yon green valley, 
And spring is at its seely prime, 
Sae wanton an sae wally; 
And ilka tree is white as snaw, 
In ilka hedge the mey-flooers blaw, 
On ilka branch at dewy daw 
The mavis sings sae luely. 

And Clyde loups doon frae Corra Linn, 
And wimples on fou bonny 
Frae Hazelbank to Cosy Glen, 
By mony a neuk and cranny: 
Crossford, Craignethan, Fiddler Gill, 
Mauldslie, Rosebank, and Garrion Mill
There's no a place but haunts me still, 
Wi' memories uncanny-

Wi' memories that glaik and gleam 
By ilka heich and hollow; 
And och, my heart is haudin harne, 
As win-licht as the swallow: 
Swift be your flaucht, my bonny die, 
Swift be your Baucht across the sea, 
To whaur your hame maun ever be
And och, that I could follow! 



WILLIAM GRAHAM, M.A. 

SLEEP SOUN, MY LOVE 

Sleep soun, my love, sleep soun, 
I downa hairm ye noo; 
The venim 0' my raude tongue 
Canna win through. 

Your face is lined wi care, 
As gin the swaw 0' sleep 
Couldna straik oot the sorrow there, 
Scrievit sae deep. 

The endless thrawn dispute 
Ye werena made to dr~ 
My every single thocht cries oot, 
Ye werena made for me. 

And yet, through a' neglect, 
Aversion, and despair, 
Your every mindit word and act 
Assures me 0' this wondrous fact: 
Ye couldna love me mair
My love-
Ye couldna love me mair. 

73 



THE HISTORY OF CURRIE'S FIRST EDITION: 

PART II: JANUARY-JUNE, 1798 

By ROBERT D. THORNTON 

Not even through sickness, labour, or amusement could citizens of 
Liverpool in the years 1797 and 1798 lose sight of Pitt's war with 
France; for with all other Britons they shared heavy taxation as 
well as that distress and discouragement arising from naval mutiny, 
rebellion in Ireland, and ascension of Bonaparte. From time to 
time gloom lifted as when in 1797 Jervis with Nelson under him 
defeated the Spaniards at St. Vincent or when in 1798 Bonaparte 
was locked up in Egypt after the battle of the Nile. But each day 
Currie could see grim evidences of the conflict as he made his rounds 
along the Mersey; and when he returned home, it was to listen to 
patriotic outbursts from his sons and even from his Virginia cousin's 
nephew whose education he was superintending. 

During the winter of 1797-98 Currie reached out for new sources 
of information about Robert Burns. One of those in Scotland to 
to whom he turned was Dr. William Wright, a university acquaint
ance who had settled recently in Edinburgh. Renewal of this friend
ship gave Currie a chance to exchange views on the treatment of 
fever with cold water and led in 1802 to Wright's visit in Liverpool 
so that he could help Roscoe and Currie form an herbarium at the 
Botanical Garden; but it also provided the doctor with another 
assistant in Edinburgh willing to seek answers to questions about 
the poet's residence there. A more valuable Edinburgh assistant 
was Rachel Kennedy. Unmarried, this longstanding friend of Currie 
lived in the capital with her father William, former Manchester 
merchant, and her lately widowed sister Mrs. Robert Riddell of 
Glenriddell. Knowing that Rachel had sat down with Burns while 
both visited at Friar's Carse, Nithside home of Mrs. Riddell, Currie 
sent off a request to Miss Kennedy, probably in early January, 1798, 
asking for her impressions of the poet and, especially, for clarifi
cation of the 'Letter from Hell' (,Rape of the Sabines') incident. At 
all events one thing emerges from her reply: Rachel Kennedy was 
not an admirer of Robert Burns. 

In the Post-humous Volumes of poor Burns which y[ou 
edit] ... [I think] ... [you] allude to ought not to appear, as it 
refers to some circumstances of improper Conduct of Burns to 
Mrs. Walter Riddell which she represented to Mr. Riddell 
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[Robert], and which he thought (in his Brother's absence) 
[he ou]ght to resent, and therefor declin'd taking a[ny f]urther 
notice of Burns; now, when she ... letter, she must be aware 
that it is ... Characterized and may take offence at ... publish'd 
[;] but of this you will be the best ... you are acquainted with 
... and with the Lady, pray what do you [think] ... [ex]tra
ordinary Character? I have often been much [amu]sed with her 
conversation, tho' not always approving her Conduct. She 
uniformly professed herself my friend and was highly flattering 
in her attentions to me, but I found it quite necessary to break 
off all intercourse with her long before she left this Country
My opinion of Burns will be of little use to you. I am inclin'd 
to believe, that had his lot been cast differently, he wou'd have 
proved a worthy & respected Character, but his Mind was 
frequently . . . [?circum]stances which were unfavourable to 
Virtue and ... [dis]appointments, which his ambition had 
[wanted], he at length became, I fear, a very dissipated and 
profligate fellow. His conversation appear'd to me Eloquent 
tho' not Graceful and his general manner as might be expected 
from his late introduction into polish'd Society were uncouth 
and awkward. He was always open to adulation, and bestow'd 
it too indiscriminately to afford any gratification to a discerning 
mind. Alas! poor Burns, Peace to the Manes!!!1 

Most likely Currie had the 'Letter from Hell' amongst Burns's 
papers as a copy by the poet. The original may have been returned 
by Robert Riddell as an apology unacceptable to himself and his 
wife; if so, Maria could have requested it from Burns when she 
chose to kiss and make up, that is, after settlement of the Riddell 
estate. What CUrrie learned about both Burns and Maria from his 
exchange of letters with Rachel Kennedy could have come as no 
surprise. What is more, Rachel's view of Burns, the 'Letter from 
Hell', and the disfavour of the Robert Riddells were all reminders 
of the demand for circumspection throughout his edition of Burns; 
and Rachel's rejection of Maria was but one more token that 
Maria had departed Scotland not on the best of terms with the 
inhabitants because of her caprice and flirtation, her intimacy with 
Burns, her republicanism, her husband's drunkenness and indebted-

IThe complete holograph letter of which this is only the pertinent part is 
given in my 'A Letter to Dr. Currie,' in B.C., X (1961).3-11, where it is 
reproduced through the kind permission of the Trustees of Broughton 
House. It is addressed 'Dr. Currie at Liverpool' and docketed in a hand 
that is perhaps Currie's '1798 Jany. 20. Edin. Miss Kenned[y] Character'. 
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ness, and her having been disapproved of by Glenriddell. Here, 
too, Currie recognized dangers of imprudence. 

That Robert Ainslie was amongst those who suggested treading 
softly falls short of surmise. Knowing that after publication of 
Currie's work he sought control over materials associating himself 
with Burns, one is likely not wide of the mark in thinking that he 
asked and received such authority before publication, especially in 
the light of how very infrequently and innocently his name enters 
the four volumes. Odds should be high that nobody can produce 
the following: 

Sir-
I lately received by the hands of Mr. Kerr your two Letters 

accompanying a parcel containing Copies of the very interesting 
correspondence between you & the justly celebrated & lamented 
-Robert Burns-; Tho' this packet has been addressed to me 
under a mistake, which it will be proper for me to rectify, I do 
not on that account feel myself less obliged by the communi
cation of it; & I beg you to receive my grateful acknowledg
ments, as well for the confidence reposed in me, as for the very 
handsome manner in which such communication has been 
made-

The truth is that I am not the person who h[as under]taken 
the publication of the posthumous works of the Ayrshire bard; 
that task having devolved upon my particular friend & Towns
man Dr. Currie, who I have no doubt will execute it in a 
manner advantageous to the memory of Burns, and highly 
satisfactory to the public. Considering Dr. Currie therefore 
as the person to whom the packet was virtually addressed, I 
immediately forwarded it to him, & presume you either have 
heard, or will speedily hear from him on the subject. 

In the hope that I may at some future time have an oppor
tunity of making my more particular acknowledgments to you 
in person, & soliciting your acquaintance & friendship, I 
remain respectfully 

Sir your very faithful & obedt. Sert. Liverpool 4th Decr. 
1797. W:Roscoe2 

Roscoe's letter is addressed 'Robt. Ainslie Esqr./Writer to the 
Signet/Edinburgh. ' 

Surely Ainslie knew that Currie was the man with whom he should 

2A holograph letter reproduced through the courtesy of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin (Archives & Manuscripts). 
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treat, but just as surely he preferred directing his letters and parcel 
to a fellow lawyer with the intent of double indemnity. Once again 
there appears to be no way of knowing what exactly was being 
entrusted, even though Roscoe's reference to 'correspondence' 
indicates that Ainslie was not sending any journal he may have kept 
of the border tour or any copying he may have made of Burns's 
account. He mailed, most probably, a few of the letters from his 
correspondence with Burns, carefully edited and with accompanying 
letters explicitly directing that the extent to which he cared to be 
represented was precisely the extent of what he was transmitting. 
As we have pointed out, Currie prints only one letter of the Burns
Ainslie correspondence (II. 374-5) and that only partially and from 
what Ainslie avers to be a copy of the original, an original which he 
may have destroyed subsequently, since it has yet to be set forth 
(Letters, II. 99). Nothing could be more careless under the circum
stances than to assume that deletions in this single letter are Currie's, 
not Ainslie's. To imagine ill of Ainslie is natural for anybody who 
has taken the trouble to note Ainslie's denial of Burns in the long 
years after the poet's death. A fact is that two years before death 
Burns himself recognized he had lost his rantin', rovin' billie of 
Edinburgh days, for he wrote Mrs. McLehose in 1794: 

Myoid Friend, Ainslie, has indeed been kind to you.-Tell him, 
that I envy him the power of serving you.-I had a letter from 
him a while ago, but it was so dry, so distant, so like a card to 
one of his clients, that I could scarce bear to read it, & have not 
yet answered it.-He is a good, honest fellow; and can write a 
friendly letter, which would do equal honour to his head & his 
heart, as a whole sheaf of his letters I have by me will witness; 
& though Fame does not blow her trumpet at my approach 
now as she did then, when he first honored me with his friend
ship, yet I am as proud as ever; & when I am laid in my grave, 
I wish to be stretched at my full length, that I may occupy 
every inch of ground I have a right to.-3 

No matter how the lone letter of Burns to Ainslie, offered by Ainslie 
and printed by Currie, may be thought to detract from the character 
of the poet; Currie knew, as he hoped his readers would know, it 
set Robert Ainslie's record straight. 

The more crucial the point raised, the more likely Currie was to 
seek clarification directly at that source which he judged most 
reliable. For example, by March, 1798, the doctor had an extensive 

3Letters, II. 247: to '[Mrs. Agnes McLehose),' '[25 June? 1794],. 
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list of queries relating to both the life and the poetry; so, on the 
fourteenth, he copied these particulars as a long letter to Gilbert. 
Some suggestion of the length and detail of Gilbert's important 
answer ('Mossgil/, 2d April, 1798') lies in the fact that a mere 
'extract' extends to almost twenty pages of an Appendix (III. 
[3]-22). 

Books as well as people told Currie what he wanted to learn before 
starting to write about Burns. From Elphinstone Balfour and 
others he received copies of works describing Scottish poetry and 
song; from his own library or from shelves of the Liverpool 
Athenaeum he took down volumes like Lord Kames's Elements of 
Criticism. In this prescribed reading as well as in his free reading 
of such books as Memoirs of Algernon Sidney he found hints for 
understanding Burns; these he saved in his notebook. 

Many of Currie's notebook remarks reflect his love of and famili
arity with drama and the theatre just as they reveal his preoccu
pation with points of character and characterization. Carefully 
rereading the poetry of Bums, Currie is struck by the poet's ability 
to portray not only the Scottish peasant, but also the Scots gentle
man: 

It was thought extraordinary that Bums who knew [so lit 
(deleted)] nothing of nobility or even gentry, should have 
given so good a picture of their characters in the 'Twa dogs'
and some solved the difficulty that as he had been on the Race 
Ground at Air Races, the sight that he had engaged of the 
aristocracy there had instructed him in the characters. A 
Race-Ground is not an unfavourable place for removing the 
impressions of the deference due to the personal qualities of 
persons of high rank-but it was not necessary &ca4• 

As Currie turns his thoughts to the subject of Scottish character, he 
stops to jot down several cues on national folksong before introdu
cing a comparison with the English: 

Waly waly up the Bank & Tak your old cloak about ye were 
popular songs before the year 1600---The Banks of the Dee is 
attributed by Ritson to John Home-It was written by John 
Tait-

Historical Essay on Scottish Song p. CXXIV [Those who 
(deleted)] Such Englishmen as look at the Scottish peasantry 
only will be surprised at the account I give of their intelligence. 
In point of cloathing & cleanliness lodging & [external 

4Currie Notebook, p. 15. 
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(deleted)] comfort, they are inferior to their countrymen of 
England.S 

Occasional quotations in the notebook indicate that Currie came 
across passages in his reading too applicable to his own character 
and experience to lose; but never does his pen stray very far or 
very long from the purpose of illuminating Robert Burns. Wine 
and wisdom are inextricably linked to suggest how the biographer 
was to introduce the poet's bibulous tendency: 

The effects of Wine are finely described 
Proverbs Chap. XXIII V. 29-
This must be quoted when the effects of 
wine are spoke of-
The reasonings of those who confined their 
views to this life are finely described 
Wisdom of Solomon Chap. II 
This must be examined 

Beautiful discription of Wisdom 
Ibid. Chap. VI 

Effects of Wine 
Ecclesiasticus Ch. XIX 

Wisdom praises herself 
I was exalted like a Cedar in Lebanon, and as a cypress tree 

in the mountains of Hermon. 
Chap. XXIV6 

Burns's excessive drinking would be a subject to be got over as 
quickly as possible, perhaps with no more than recognition of the 
frequency of this weakness amongst the tribe of poets. What 
charmed Currie was how elements of poet-genius and Scots peasant 
were compounded in Burns. Here the physician wished to present 
explication consonant with some of the dominant attitudes of his 
day or, at least, with reference to current controversies about the 
passions and the imagination. So he uses the notebook to work out 
his approach: 

The effect of the imagination & of the memory in strengthening 
the passions must be noticed. Hence the ardour of love, hatred 
&ca in genius-Hence the attcbmt. of men from Scotland to 
the soil. 

Shakespeare's discription of grief [?Twelfth Night Il.iv. (111)] 
applicable to love, revenge &ca. 

SIbid., p. 25. 
6Ibid., p. [207]. 
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The permanence given to such exhibitions of passion as are 
connected with the discription of scenery &ca must be noticed 
[Works l. 322}-The artless strains of the Scottish bards will 
survive while the pure stream sweeps down the vale [along the 
braes (superimposed)J of Yarrow or the yellow broom waves on 
the Cowdenknows. [It is the character of (deleted)J Genius 
[that (deleted)J like high [rank of (deleted)J station attracts 
attention to the faults of its possessors, but [with this distinction 
(deleted)J that while rank seems to palliate vice, & even to 
dignify it, genius, at least living genius, gives it a darker hue
Burns' character displays the species of Being that alarms & 
agitates & directs the world-Burns' writings exhibit the raw 
materials of Genius-7 

Obviously the subject of Burns's faults troubled Currie. Just as 
obviously he offered for these faults the same explanation that he 
had first phrased years before in his memoir of George Bell and 
offered again when he wrote of Napoleon: whatever the field of 
endeavour, all men of genius burn with and acknowledge one and 
the same fire. More often than not, a genius's failure as well as his 
success is to be attributed to traits identical with those by which 
he is distinguished unusual amongst men. 

In succeeding notes Currie weighs Burns against observations 
from Lord Kames's Elements 0/ Criticism, a work which Carlyle 
was to consider later 'an awkward compound of ingenuity and 
absurdity'. Burns could not have been found wanting in the 
following context: 

It is an observation of Lord Kaims [Henry Home, 1696-1782J 
that a taste for natural objects is born with us (e.g. for a fine 
countenance, or a rich landscape) and requires no culture. 
But that a poem, a cantata, or a picture, a true relish is not 
commonly obtained without some study & much practice. 

Elements of Critic: Vol. 1. p.58 

But when Currie continues to quote Kames as saying that a great 
or comprehensive memory is seldom connected with a good judg
ment, one may believe that the doctor held the philosopher's remark 
more true of the life of Burns than of his work. Jottings like this 
were enlarged, corrected, and rephrased for the critique of Burns's 
poetry which Currie in 1798 must have known would fall upon him 
rather than upon Roscoe, although there is no evidence that he felt 

7/bid., pp. 21-[22]. 
8/bid., p. 23. 
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compelled to find a place in his criticism for every musing. 
The first days of 1798 brought James Currie more time for his 

duties as biographer and editor because it was then that Cadell & 
Davies began to exert their influence behind such business affairs 
as promotion of the subscription. Their letter of the thirteenth of 
January describes initial steps and provides an opening once more 
for the physician to raise the subject of copyright in his edition: 

Since we were favoured with your last Letter we have written 
to Mr Creech on the Subject and received his Answer which 
informs us that whatever little Difference subsisted between 
Burns and him had been made up long before the Bard's Death, 
and that he shall do every Thing in his Power to serve the 
Family-Indeed, when we were, ourselves, in Scotland about 
fifteen Months ago, we found Creech very active in collecting 
Subscriptions-We cannot have the smallest Objection to Mr 
Balfour's Name also appearing, but, the rather, recommend it.-

Mr Creech mentions Dunlop & Wilson's a[s] a proper House 
at Glasgow, perhaps it might also be proper to add Mr 
Mundell's Name there-at Aberdeen we recommend Mr Brown 
-Mr Edwards and Mr Nicol most readily agree to the 
Insertion of their Names with ours-so much for the Book
sellers-We have seen Mr Laurie who has no Objection to 
making one in the List of Gentlemen and he gave us Hopes of 
obtaining Permission from Mr Heron and one or two others, 
but, though this was ten Days ago, we have not since seen or 
heard from him-It appears to us that the Prospectus you 
have sketched [enclosed], will do extremely well-we have in 
one Place drawn a Line under a Repetition-

With Regard to your own Volume [Medical Reports}-We 
have at this Time 120 Copies remaining, which, notwithstanding 
the Demand has of late been less rapid than at first will of 
Course soon be gone after the Work has been noticed by the 
Reviewers-so that there can be no Doubt of the Expediency 
of preparing for a second Edition-And as to the Copyright, 
we shall of course be extremely ready to treat for the Purchase 
of any Work of yours-In Order to enable you to mention a 
Price for it, we will merely observe that, generally speaking, an 
Edition of 1000 Copies of an Octavo Volume yields a Profit, 
when all sold, of about One Hundred Pounds-9 

9'fhe Besterman Papers (hereafter cited as B.P.), photostat of mailed 
Jetter in the Cowie Collection with one addition from the office-copy 
(B.P., p. 34). 
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On the same day that Cadell & Davies were giving Currie evidence 
of their having rolled up their sleeves, Maria was making herself 
known to Cadell through the following note: 

18. Duke St. St. James's. 
Saturday 13th. 

Mrs Riddell's Comps to Mr Cadell, she has just learned by a 
letter from Dr Currie of Liverpool that he & Mr Davies have 
taken the charge of publishing the prospectus & receiving 
subscriptions for the late Robert Burns's posthumous volume. 
Mrs. Riddell has procured a good many subscribers, & wishes 
for some more of the printed proposals to dispose of, if 
Mr Cadell can make it convenient Mrs Riddell will be very 
happy to see him, & get some of the proposals, & talk the 
arrangets over with him, any morning he will chuse to call 
upon her. She is always at home till two o'cIock.10 

Between the time of writing this note and that time of writing the 
following extension, Maria learned that Davies, not Cadell, had 
taken charge of the firm's interest in Burns and Currie: 

Monday Evening 
[?IS Jan. 1798] 

Mrs Riddell's Comp's to Mr Davies-business has called her 
up to town, for a day only, & in consequence of a letter from 
Dr Currie she wishes to have ten minutes conversation with Mr 
Davies, if he will be disengaged during any part of tomorrow 
morng. if he can without inconvenience favor her with a call any 
time between 10 & 1/2 past 3. she will be extremely obliged to 
him as her being present without a carriage renders her calling 
at his house less convenient, or she wd. have proposed that in 
preference, & if any business detains Mr Davies at home, if he 
will only name an hour, Mrs R- will manage to call in the 
Strand herself. If Mr D. has a copy remaining of the Sketch 
written 6 or 7 years ago 'Voyage to the Madeira & Leeward 
Islands' &c: she begs he will give it to the servt. that carries 
this, or as it is a small volume, bring it in his pocket. Mrs_R.* 
will pay her Subscription to Burns's publication to Mr Davies 
when he calls. 
62 Jermyn St.ll 

lOB.P., p. 35; holograph note. 
llB.P., p. 36; holograph note. Here and hereafter an asterisk following 

a name signifies that the name appears in the list of subscribers printed in 
the first edition of Currie's Works (I. [iii]-xviii). 
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Apparently both of these January notes are Maria's response to 
a letter from Currie requesting that she offer her assistance to the 
Strand publishers in support of the subscription. That she chose to 
remind them that she, too, was an author whose book they sold 
surely indicates that she was holding another card or two up her 
sleeve. Having opened the way, Maria reported to Currie, who had 
been all the while apprehensive of her having a volatile reaction to 
news of Creech's participation: 

Duke Street, St. James's 18, 
[?19th Jan., 1798] 

... I have just ~nt to Cadell and Davies to desire an inter
view and get some of the proposals. How can you-'O you of 
little faith'-suppose I would 'traverse' any arrangement of 
yours? Depend, my good friend, on my discretion with regard 
to Creech. I wish zealously to promote, and never could volun
tarily traverse, what you are desirous should be effected, either 
in the object, the means, agents or measures. Cadell pub
lished a little volume of mine a few years ago [Nov. 1792], 
but I dare say a trifle so unimportant will scarcely recall me to 
his memory. Perhaps it is as well we should recommence our 
acquaintance on a fresh score. I can settle with him what to 
do with my growing list of subscribers' names. I read the 
passages relative to her last night to the Duchess of Gordon. 
She laughed, and was flattered at them; your eulogium on her 
benevolence and affability, and your panygyric on her hand
some leg and ankle delighted her excessively. She says her leg 
is as good and well-proportioned, she believes, as when you 
followed her across the bridge at Edinburgh, and I can answer 
for the other attributes being equally unimpaired. In addition 
to hers, the Marquisses of Abercom* and Lome, * Lord West
morland, * Lord Charles Bentinck, * Lord John Campbell, * 
Duchesses of Hamilton, * Keppel Craven, * the Margraime of 
Anspach's son, Col. Erskine,* Lewis* and his father,* and a 
few more names of less note, make up my present list. It is 
trifling hitherto, but I will spare nothing to increase its 
magnitude ... I wrote yesterday to Clarinda to continue her 
communications. I conceived it cruel to trespass on her sensi
bility unless they were likely to be of service to you. I send 
with this a packet containing her letters. Most of them con
tain some interesting passages relative to our Poet, those that 
did not I have destroyed. I declare I think after all, the packet 
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will be scarcely worth its postage, to you even, and there was 
no such thing as reasonably desiring either peer or commoner 
to frank so many at a time. This has absolutely been the discreet 
cause of my withholding them so long from you. I have just 
number'd them in order for your perusal, and as you asked me 
once before, have enclosed the copies of some of my letters to 
Clarinda relative to Burns's death. I send them to you just as 
she got them copied; if I had once looked over them I am sure 
I should have put them into the fire. Clarinda's are, I perceive, 
too enthusiastic to be perused when one is de sang froid, and 
mine were written under the immediate and powerful impression 
of circumstances and scenes that affected me extremely, most 
of them written with great dispatch, much feeling, and little 
reflection, and at the time of poor B--'s death. Clarinda was, 
from her talents, misfortunes, and their mutual attachment, 
a very interesting object to all B--'s friends. Now pray do 
not display all this nonsensical correspondence, but when you 
have made what use you can of it, lay it aside to send me back 
again; I entrust it to you on that condition only. I have not 
time to take extracts, so rely on your fidelity in this respect 
... Adieu!12 

The rank of Maria as Currie's London lieutenant is made clear in 
the doctor's letter to Cadell & Davies towards the end of January: 

Liverpool 29th Jany 1798 
Gentlemen 

In consequence of your letter of the 13th I wrote immediately 
to Mr Peter Lawrie requesting to know whether he had obtained 
permission of Mr Heron for the insertion of his name in the 
proposals, but have never reed. any answer. As the press was 
standing still, and the Subscription in Manchester &ca was kept 
back by the want of the prospectus, I ventured to insert the 
name of Col. Fullarton, a personal friend & acquaintance of 
Burns, and one who has by letter subsequent to his death, 
expressed in the warmest terms his wishes to serve the family. 

12J.C.E., 'Maria Riddell's Letters to Dr. James Currie, 1796-1805,' in 
B.C., XXIX (1920). 114-15. Here the letter is obviously misdated '19th 
Jan., 1797'; the year has to be 1798, whatever the day of the month. 
From a later letter (Maria to Currie, 6 Feb.; see below) we know that 
Maria finally sent the correspondence between herself and Clarinda. The 
proposals to which Maria alludes in the opening sentence were a new sup
ply of five hundred together with five hundred receipts just printed by 
McCreery. 
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I took the speediest method of acquainting the Colonel with 
this freedom; and I trust he will excuse it. But, if he does not, 
you will have recd. information by Mrs Riddell before this 
arrives, & will please to follow her directions. The proposals 
with printed rects. will reach you on Thursday morning. You 
will please to furnish Mr Nicol & Mr Edwards with such a 
proportion as you see fit, and to dispose of the rest to the best 
advantag~by sending some to Mr Creech &ca with the rects. 
We shall keep a sufficient number for Lancashire and 
Dumfriesshire. 

In regard to my own Volume, it strikes me that there may be 
an indelicacy in my proposing that you should purchase the 
copyright of a work whose sale may possibly not indemnify 
any price you may think it right to propose-At the same time 
having other things to bring forward & very little leisure, I was 
willing to rid my hands of the trouble of reprinting the Reports, 
and of all future concern in their circulation; convinced that 
you could transact every thing of this kind much better & who 
much less trouble than I could. I purposed therefore, to send 
you up my interleaved Copy in which there are inserted some 
corrections & considerable enlargements, if you judged the work 
sufficiently established to be worth purchasing-But probably 
I am premature in all this. It has therefore occurred to me to 
prepare a new Edition here of a thousand Copies, and by the 
time it is ready, which I fear will not be under two months, 
you will be better enabled to judge whether to take this Edition 
upon yourselves, paying the expenees of paper printing &ca. 
(which I am informed will be about £80 or £90-,) and allowing 
me a hundred pounds (or such other sum as you think fair) 
for the Copy-right; or to undertake the sale of it on the present 
footing.-I have that dependence on your liberality that whether 
the work become yr. own property or not, I can depend upon 
your using all proper methods for circulating it among the 
Booksellers. Unless therefore you are perfectly ready to make 
a proposal now, we will fix it in this manner-If any observa
tion has occurred to you respecting the second Edition, you 
will be so kind as Communicate it. The title-page does not I 
believe sufficiently indicate the Contents. It will be a little 
enlarged. Do you recommend an Index alphabetically arranged 
at the end. Excuse this trouble. 
I am Gentlemen, yr. very faithful St. 
(turn over) 
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P.S. Sr. Joseph Banks has been so kind as to offer to send me a 
German work, and I used the freedom of desiring him to leave 
it with you-Would you have the goodness to transmit it to Mr 
Cairncross· [Currie's brother-in-law, London surgeon] who will 
find an opportunity of forwarding it-We have 400 Subscribers 
for Bums-the names shall be transmitted.13 

Where beats the heart of a twentieth-century Bums enthusiast, 
Currie's concern in January 1798 for a second edition of his 
Medical Reports seems inordinately selfish and syncopated; but if 
the enthusiast recalls the importance of this volume to 
professional standing, its precedence to the work on Bums, previous 
warning by the doctor to the Bums executors that he already stood 
committed to another undertaking, urgency of meeting need for a 
second edition, and vacillation of those in Scotland with respect to 
delivering materials and to deciding upon a publisher, he may find 
some understanding. Furthermore, in January 1798 Currie and 
everybody else were still thinking of only a single volume as the 
posthumous publication, a volume that still could be offered in 
autumn even after two months of placing the Reports first. 

Four hundred subscribers in little more than four months is proof 
positive that the subscription got off to an excellent start. By early 
February Maria and Cadell & Davies were seriously engaged in 
building up the subscription list. Both dated letters to Currie on 
the sixth. First Maria with her republican innuendos: 

Pluviose, 2de decade [6 Feb. 1798] 

I lost no time on the receipt of your letter, which reached me 
on Monday evening last [?29 Jan.], to put your commands in 
immediate execution. My services you may at all times com
mand as far as they can be useful, and you need never apologise 
for laying them under contribution. I went to Mr Heron 
directly-he only said your letter related to Colonel Fullarton 
rather than to himself, and after a few shuffling, evasive 
speeches and assurances of interest, he dropped the subject; 
I did not resume it, as I do not think he has acted quite warmly 
and handsomely, and we can do well enough without him or 
any of these tepid fellows who cannot enter with entire heart and 
soul into such a business as this. Fullarton has been out of 
town, which created all this delay. I do not scarcely know him, 

13B.P., pp. 37-9; holograph letter with final sentence transposed from 
top of Currie's first sheet. 
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but he knows me, particularly as a friend of Erskine's. I know 
the Duchess of Gordon is much occupied, dissipated, and 
often procrastinates even in her own concerns, so I took 
courage and wrote to him myself. I have this day received 
the handsomest and most cordial letter possible from him. 
I had enclosed him yours, which was worth volumes of what 
could say; he appears much flattered with your mention of 
him, and desires me to assure you your insertion of his name 
in the Proposals required no apology whatever. He promises 
to befriend us in all points in the prosecution of this business, 
and has, to conclude, presented me with the enclosed verses, 
requesting I will transmit them to you, as Syme suggested (for 
which, by the way, he deserves a rap on the pate) [for] their 
publication in your volume of Burns. They are by Fullarton's 
wife, and he seems himself to wish they should appear, so of 
course appear they must [Currie did not publish them]. Now, 
Fullarton you have at your disposal. As for Heron I would 
take no more trouble about him; if you want another name 
you may take Lewis's; or any body's that I know and have 
influence with I will obtain, if you will fix upon it. Our Duchess 
has done nothing yet; I sent her a Parcel of the printed Pro
posals tonight, and have announced to her that we now expect 
her to begin her operations. Lewis merits honorable mention 
in no common degree; nothing can have surpassed his solici
tude and activity; he has been the life and spirit of the subscrip
tion, and his interest is at present in its zenith. My list increases, 
and I mean to write to Sheridan· [Richard Brins/ey, 1751-1816] 
tomorrow; I have not seen him yet, except at a distance, since 
I came to town. I am sure you will not complain of the 
Aristocrates being deficient in my list; I have got few, if any, 
of the other description. I have had a letter lately from young 
Smellie; his father's 2nd part of the Philosophy 0/ Natural 
History is published or publishing. The family hope much from 
it; for their sake, and the memory of the venerable philosopher 
as well as for the interests of literature at large, this work 
should be brilliantly countenanced; pray notice it, and speak 
of it among your friends. I send you more epistles of 
Clarinda. 

Fullarton has just been with me. I am delighted with him. 
I have had at least fifty interruptions since I have attempted to 
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finish this today; I had begun my letter three days ago, Adieu! 
Sa/ut et fraternite!14 

Seeming success with Fullarton satisfied Currie's impatience of the 
hour and thereby granted Maria a temporary respite and some of 
that peace of mind for which she half-playfully begged a day or two 
later: ' ... I hope I shall now be received into your good grace and 
favor again, and that the mild beams of your approbation will once 
more shine upon your faithful and devoted disciple. . . . -AI Dis 
della Liberta.'15 

Cadell & Davies' next letter to Currie indicates, however, that 
Colonel Fullarton finally proved himself as tepid a fellow as the 
banker Patrick Heron: 

We are favoured with your Letter of the 29th Ult. and have 
received the Parcel of Proposals and Receipts [which are highly 
creditable to Mr McCreery's Press (from office-copy)]-Since 
we had the Pleasure of writing to you, we have seen Mrs Riddell 
and Mr Lawrie, from both [of (from office-copy)] whom we 
find we had better not make any further Use of the Names of 
either Mr Heron or ColI. Fullarton, though we dare say the 
latter will readily excuse the Insertion of his in the Proposals
Our Plan, therefore, is to advertise the intended Publication in 
the best London Papers, retaining in the advertisement all the 
Names which appear in the Proposals, except ColI. Fullarton's 
and Mr Lawrie's, for which we are to substitute those of two 
Banking Houses (one in the City, the other at the West End of 
the Town) to be arranged by Mr Lawrie-We will take Care 
to send a Number of the Proposals and Receipts to Mr Creech 

14J.C.E., 'Maria Riddell's Letters to Dr. James Currie, 1796-1805,' in 
B.C., XXX (1921). 100-01. The closeness of Maria and Mathew Gregory 
Lewis reflects the fact that their fathers were well known to each other as 
important landowners in the West Indies. As early as 10 Nov. 1796 Syme 
had spoken of Mrs. Fullarton's verses to Alexander Cunningham 
(holograph letter, Burns Monument, Ayr): 

Col: Fullarton passed thro Dumfries for Fullarton last Monday
He was so attentive as to write me a note saying he had interested 
the Duchess of Gordon who would procure a great subscription to 
the publication. But as he bade me write him, I will touch the Col: 
for a little of the ready-He inclosed Verses on the Bard's death by 
Mrs Fullarton: They are not of Parnassian growth-They are 
wretched-but mum-

lSJ.C.E., 'Maria Riddell's Letter to Dr James Currie; in B.C., XXIX 
(1920). 115. This letter is dated 'Pluvoise, septidi 2 de decade'; Ewing 
has miscalculated its place in the sequence, as he did Maria's letter of 
Jan. 19. 
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and the other Booksellers in Scotland, and otherwise to distri
bute them according to the best of our Judgment-

What think you, dear Sir, of the following Proposal respecting 
your own Volume? As the Price of the Copyright, instead of 
£100 at once, suppose we pay you £60 at a given Period from the 
Publication of the seeond Edition [of toOO Copies (from office
copy)], and a further Sum of £60 on the Publication of a third 
Edition whenever that may be-In Order to circulate the Book 
amongst the Brethren of the Trade by everyr Means in our 
Power, we have inserted it in our Annual Sale Catalogue, 
wherein it is our Custom to offer all our own Books at Prices 
about ten per Cent lower than ordinary to encourage their 
Circulation-We think there is little Doubt of the remaining 
Copies being all disposed of before the new Edition is ready
An Index we certainly recommend, be it ever so concise-

Please to present our kindest Remembrances to Mr Roscoe
and believe us to be, ever dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient Servants 
London Cadell & Davies 
Feby. 6th 1798 

[tum over 
We forwarded to Mr Caimcross the Volume reed. from Sir 
Joseph Banks-{from office-copy)]16 

Currie was more than reluctant to give up on Fullarton as he 
answered Cadell & Davies on the eighth: 

Your favour of the 6th is before me. By today's post I have 
also reed. a letter from Mrs Riddell conveying a message to me 
from ColI. Fullarton by which he consents in the handsomest 
manner to his name standing as it does in the proposals, & 
promises a warm co-operation in the business of the subscrip
tion. He has also transmitted to me an elegeac poem by Mrs 
Fullarton on the death of our Bard, to be inserted with other 
poems to his memory, in our proposed volume. I beg therefore 
that whatever names may be used the Colonels may be retained. 
He knew Bums well & has it in his power to serve his family. 
He represents the bards native County, which is at length stir
ring in the business of the subscription, and there & throughout 
Scotland, Follartons name will be of much use. Probably 

16B.P., photostat of mailed letter in the Cowie Collection, with addition 
of omissions from the office-copy (B.P., pp. 40-1). If intentional, omission 
of the compliment to McCreery raises at least one important speculation: 
did C&D have a London printer in mind for the Burns? 
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before this arrives you will have seen the Colonel or Mrs 
Riddell, & have been informed of his zeal to co-operate with 
us. Mr Lawrie, by a letter I have from him today, is also 
willing that his name should remain. The proposals therefore 
need not be altered. But you may make such additions in the 
News-paper advertisements as you see fit to the names 
already inserted. These points however I give an opinion on 
only, & submit the dicision to yourselves. 

The subscriptions are now nearly 500, but the names are not 
all come in-You shall have them transmitted to you very soon. 

"[Here Currie accepts C & D's terms for his Reports]·· 
In regard to your very liberal offer as to the expence of the 

post-humous volume, Mrs Bums & the executors are disposed 
to avail themselves of it-I trust that by our co-operation we 
shall lift this family from the ground, and give the five infant 
sons a chance in the world, which their poor father never 
had-
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • * ·17 

The word which Cadell & Davies had awaited eagerly since the 
previous December was, of course, that Jean and the executors 
wished them to publish the Burns, still planned in one volume. 
Even without the letters, one knows that Currie was receiving in 
February more and more reports from Scotland: from Syme, for 
sure; from Mrs Dunlop, probably. Of those in London (always 
excepting Maria), Peter Lawrie appears to have been most helpful 
at this time; it was he who gained for the advertisement the 
names of 'Messrs. Robarts. Curtis & Co Cowhill & Hammersly 
&co Pall Mall' as banking houses to receive subscriptions.l8 

The first flurry of letters between Currie and Cadell & Davies 

17B.P., pp. 42-4; holograph letter dated 'Liverpool 8 Feby 98'. 
18B.P., p. 45; holograph note from Lawrie to C&D dated 'Lawrence 

pountney Hill Wednesday 13 Feby 1798'. The complete advertisement 
here follows as it is to be found in The Oracle, Public Advertiser, Morning 
Post, and The Sun for Monday, February 19, 1798, and in St James's 
Chronicle for Thursday, the twenty-second: 

To be published by Subscription. 
For the benefit of the widow and children of the author, in one volume 
quarto, with a portrait, price one guinea in boards (to be paid at the 
time of subscribing). 
The Posthumous Works 01 Robert Burns, with some account of his 
life and character, and a critique upon his writings. 
Subscriptions are received in London by Messrs. Hammersley & Co. 
Bankers, in Pall Mall; Messrs. Roberts, Curtis and Co. Bankers in 
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concludes with a letter from the publishers to the doctor confirming 
him in his understanding of their terms for the Reports, announcing 
that the first edition has been sold out, and stating that the sooner 
McCreery completes a second edition, the better. The second 
sequence does not begin until May; thus, Currie was given two 
months of first attention to extending his book on fever and seeing 
the revision through McCreery's press. Cadell & Davies' last word 
of February was, in part, of Burns but strangely enough not of the 
widow's acceptance of their offer: 

You will, most probably, have observed our Advertisement 
in some of the London Papers-we have ordered it to be 
inserted in eleven of them, twice in each, and we shall be glad 
to find you approve the Form-We beg you will not hesitate to 
suggest to us, from Time to Time, whatever Measures you think 
calculated to promote the Interests of the Subscription, as we 
shall have true Pleasure in co-operating, as far as lies in our 
Power, with your benevolent exertions on Behalf of the poor 
Bard's Family-19 

Winter passed with Currie at work on his Reports and receiving 
materials for his edition of Burns, with Roscoe completing his 
The Nurse and beginning his Leo X, and with Cadell & Davies 
awaiting manuscripts from both authors. The important news of 
Spring 1798 was that notice sent by Syme to Cunningham in April: 

Cornhill; Messrs. Cadell and Davies, booksellers in the Strand; 
Mr. Nicol, and Mr. Edwards, booksellers, in Pall Mall. At Edinburgh, 
by Alexander Cunningham, Esq. in George Street; and Mr. Creech 
and Mr. Balfour, booksellers. At Glasgow by Messrs. Dunlop and 
Wilson, and Mr. Munden, booksellers. At Aberdeen by Mr. Brown, 
bookseller. At Dumfries, by Mrs. Burns, John Syme, Esq. and John 
McMurdo, Esq. At Manchester by Mr. Clarke and at Liverpool by 
William Roscoe, Esq., Dr. Currie, Messrs. Jones, Harding, Wright 
and Ormandy, Merritt and Wright, booksellers; and Mr. McCreery, 
printer. 
A prospectus of the Work may be had on application to any of the 
above mentioned booksellers. And as the slender finances of the 
family of Mr. Burns, and the great expense attending the publication, 
render it necessary to ascertain the number of copies to be printed, 
it is hoped that the admirers of this original poet and the patrons of 
his surviving family, will take an early opportunity of subscribing. 
As copies of some of Mr. Burns' hitherto unpublished manuscripts 
have got into circulation, and a piratical publication of them may 
probably be attempted to the prejudice of the family, the public is 
respectfully cautioned against the same. 

19B.P., photostat of mailed letter in Cowie Collection, dated 'Feby. 21, 
1798-' 
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... A Factor loco Tutoris is appointed to Burns family
Mr William Thomson of Dumfries, a sedate and intelligent 
young man married to a Niece of McMurdo, will now attend 
to these affairs and free us from a heavy duty and burden. I 
shall write no more on the subject ... 20 

As an executor for Mrs. Burns and the children, John McMurdo 
seems to have served the cause least of all. Late Chamberlain at 
Drumlanrig and late Provost of Dumfries, he was in 1798 about to 
move from Burns Country to Currie Country where he would be
come known as 'McMurdo of Hardriggs'. He himself had married 
Jean, sister-german of David Blair another former provost of 
Dumfries; two of McMurdo's relatives had married relatives of 
James Currie. From the pattern of such marriages, it become 
possible to say that the McMurdos liked to help along relations, 
if not friends. Putting business in the way of William Thomson had 
been one interest of John McMurdo for some years before 1798, 
primarily because Thomson's wife was the daughter of John's 
uncle William, merchant in Dumfries. In 1794 John saw to it that 
the young writer was appointed Cautioner for the litigation per
taining to the probate of David Blair's will ;21 and in 1798, as another 
example, he employed Thomson to let a McMurdo property in 
Durnfries.22 Such was the influence behind Thomson's appointment 
as factor loco tutoris. 

The reality of Thomson's authority marks a decided change in 
the Scottish influence upon the affairs of Robert Burns. Executors 
like McMurdo and Syme had been personal friends of both the 
poet and James Currie; Thomson was not. Their voice of warm 
intimacy and sympathetic understanding was not his voice of sober 
business and frosty law. Thomson could not have worn during his 
career as writer a wider feather in his bonnet than assignment to the 
family of Burns; without doubt, he displayed that feather for all 
it was worth. From the very start he threw himself about heavily. 
One looks in vain for amenities of his dealing, such as recognition 

20J.C.E., 'Correspondence of John Syme and Alexander Cunningham 
VI,' in B.C., XV (1940). 19. In June 1963 I searched the Old Register 
House (Edinburgh) for the record of the Court of Session appointment of 
William Thomson, Writer, Dumfries, as agent for Burns's widow and 
children or for the Burns executors. This search was unsuccessful, possibly 
because it was not extended to include the faint chance that action was 
taken under the name of some such person as Syme, Cunningham, 
McMurdo, or Maxwell. 

21 O.R.H., 'Com. Dumfries Testaments,' Vol. 17. 
22DumJries Weekly Journal. Tuesday, 1 May 1798. 
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of how others had laboured earnestly and gratuitously towards 
success of the subscription or how Cadell & Davies had responded 
generously to promote the posthumous edition. Otherwise, the 
effect of Thomson's appointment was to offer the executors that 
excuse for which they had been reaching in order to extricate them
selves from annoying responsibilities, from 'heavy duty and 
burden'. Never having done much, McMurdo now was to do noth
ing. Having done something, Syme was to do less and less. 
Separating themselves from Bums, the executors, moreover, 
loosened ties binding themselves, each to the others. They had been 
asked by Currie to proceed with negotiations for a copyright agree
ment; they answered with William Thomson. To read the Syme
Cunningham correspondence for the period after transfer of powers 
is to note the change in the wind. Syme's letter of May, for instance, 
serves not to advance the reputation of Bums, the lives of his family, 
the real 'duty and burden' of Currie, but indulges in chit-chat of 
revenue, leisure, presentation of a Bums tumbler to Cunningham, 
and McCreery's poetic address to Roscoe accompanying presenta
tion of Bums's pen.23 Uncomfortably, one senses the day of 
interest in Masonic apron-strings and of bids for Highland Mary's 
hair. 

By May McCreery was printing the second edition of the Reports 
and beginning to print a new edition of Smyth's English Lyrics, 
Cadell & Davies were publishing another edition of Bums's poetry, 
and Currie was revising his thoughts about what should be included 
in the posthumous edition, while pondering the autumn deadline 
which he had set for himself. After eighty-two days during which 
Currie and Cadell & Davies apparently did not exchange letters 
upon the subject of Bums, the physician broke silence with the 
following letter bearing 'private' against the address: 

Messrs. Cadell & Davies 
Dear Sirs -Liverpool 14 May 98 

The second Edition of my Reports is now very nearly 
printed off. You will find the work a good deal corrected & 
considerably enlarged. There is an addition of 21 pages in the 
body of the work, and an Index, with a 3d. Appendix. I 
sincerely hope you will find it improved-

I have in the course of the Winter collected abundant 
materials for the posthumous Vol. of Bums, and McCreary & 

23J.C.E., 'Correspondence of John Syme and Alexander Cunningham, 
1789-1811 VI,' in B.C., XV (1940). 19-20. 
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I should now set seriously about the printing. But before we 
begin I wish to have a little confidential communication with 
you. 

In tracing the life of this singular Genius, it is most curious & 
interesting to observe the incidents which gave rise to the effu
sions of his muse. Every one of his poems printed & unprinted 
has a history attending it, which while it illustrates the character 
of the poet, illustrates also the manners & Character of the 
class of men to which he belonged. In giving his biography 
therefore, it would be very desireable to have the liberty of 
introducing such of his poems as relate to the incidents recorded, 
in their proper places, as well as to introduce occasionally his 
letters to his friends and his own private observations from his 
imperfect diaries.-In this way, his journey through the 
classical ground in the south of Scotland, as well as his tour 
thro' the Highlands including his visit to the Dukes of Athol 
& Gordon may be made out clearly & very amusingly-But 
to do this properly, it would be requisite to give a complete 
edition of all his poems new arranged, and the poems to be 
added to those in your Copy-right, would exceed considerably 
in bulk, those you possess. I have already explained to you that 
in giving his life I mean every where to take a wide range 
(where I find occasion) as to life & manners; and without 
deviating from the subject a great variety of observations may 
be admitted. In estimating his genius references must be often 
made to his published poems, & I need not mention to you 
that it will be an awkward circumstance if these should neither 
be quoted where mentioned, nor referred to in the volume-

Again, his correspondence often refers to his poems printed 
& unprinted, and often contains in the body of the letters 
copies of particular poems-If these are not printed in these 
letters, they should be where they can be referred to-that is, 
in the volume. 

I need not enlarge-You will easily see that to make a respec
table publication the works of Burns complete should be given. 
It seems that some friends of the family in the North, adverting 
to these Circumstances have advised them to print only a 
sufficient number of Copies at present to meet the subscription 
-and, afterwards to publish a new & complete edition of the 
poems &ca on the expiration of your Copy-right-And on this 
point a letter has been written to me by the law-solicitor ap-
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pointed by the Court of Session for the family. I have for my 
own part a great objection to an abortive publication on which 
I shall waste much precious time & trouble, and have written 
to them to advise that if possible some immediate arrange
ment may be made with you by which the whole may be 
printed now, or with as much speed as convenience will 
admit, & I have offered, if such should be their wish, to 
consult with you on the subject-To this letter I have recd. 
no answer-but I think it very unlikely that they will reject 
any thing that Roscoe & myself decidedly recommend-In the 
meantime, perfectly confiding in your characters, I will enter 
a little on the views that strike me. 

In revolving the matter, Roscoe & myself wish much [?that] 
any plan could be proposed, by which you might at once 
become the purchasers of the post-hurnous works, and the 
interest of the family be properly consulted-If this were the 
case all trouble about subscriptions &ca &ca might be given 
up, for it is not for a moment to be apprehended that the whole 
being one property, any possible hazard could arise from the 
publication being thrown on the public supported by its own 
buoyancy only. Nevertheless, means might be taken with 
perfect propriety, to gain any advantage that might arise from 
the attachment of individuals to the poets family. 

The difficulty in the way is for you to know what sort of 
terms you should offer-that is, what the MSS may be worth
I have formerly given my opinion in this point, and since then 
it is rather raised-especially if the whole be printed together
for the works combined will be worth a vast deal more than the 
aggregate of their Separate value-But, it will be impossible 
for you to judge accurately without a personal inspection, or 
the inspection of some person or persons on whose judgment 
you can rely-And the best of all methods would be that of 
either of yourselves inspecting them here, should business 
enable you to call here for a day or two on your way to 
Scotland-In that case we could have time to examine every 
thing together, & you might see the progress I have made in 
the Biography & judge of my talent. We could also settle all 
future proceedings.-

To send the MSS to London in their present state would be 
impossible. If you listen to the scheme of becoming immediate 
purchasers, I would advise a publication of two volurnes 4to 



'96 THE HISTORY OF CURRIE'S FIRST EDITION 

-or four 8vo-If the last, one volume might contain the 
biography, one the correspondence & two the poems complete 
-In this case, each volume might be printed separately as 
ready-price 7/- or 7/6-These are Mr Roscoes Sentiments as 
well as mine-

In stipulating for a price, the principal sum might remain in 
your hands, at least for a time, the interest being paid to Mrs 
Burns. 

Excuse haste & do me the favour of considering these 
suggestions & communicating Your Sentiments 

I am Dr Sirs 
truely yours 

JaCurrie-24 

Currie could not have written such a letter had he not looked long 
and hard at Robert Burns during the preceding weeks, perhaps as 
long and hard as he had regarded his Reports. The plan which he 
tentatively raises became actuality: an edition in four octavo vol
umes owned by Cadell & Davies. Where, however, Currie envisioned 
two volumes of poetry and one of letters, he was to decide upon the 
reverse ratio because he was permitted, as he wished, to lard the 
volume of biography and the volumes of correspondence with poetry 
and songs. In this letter one identifies early ideas from the note
book: the example of Mason's Gray, the nature of genius, the back
ground of Scots peasantry, and the manner in which Burns's life 
might be described by quoting from such poems as 'The Cotter's 
Saturday Night'. Some of these subjects would have entered con
versations between Currie and Cadell & Davies if sickness had not 
prevented the doctor's intended visit to London in the January past. 
Hope that each volume might be printed separately recognizes that 
a complete edition would require many more months than sub
scri bers had been led to expect; anxiety on this score leads to the 
suggestion that the subscription be abandoned after making allow
ance by some means for those who wished to contribute to the 
welfare of the family beyond cost of the edition. 

Why should this letter have been marked 'private'? Principally 
because Currie had come to know William Thomson through his 
letters. Certainly Thomson was the figure amongst the 'friends of 
the family' advising Mrs. Burns. His views may have been his own; 
but it seems that they were far more likely those of other interested 
parties, such as the Scots booksellers out to bite the lion's tail. 

24B.P., pp. 48-52; holograph letter. 
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Currie backed by Roscoe makes his position confidentially clear to 
the London firm: he is to have final say as to the arrangement, size, 
number, etc. of the volumes; and, although Thomson has legal 
authority to dispose of the copyright, Currie and Roscoe wish that 
Cadell & Davies acquire that right and will act towards that end. 
No letter implies more of Currie's disenchantment from the friends 
of the family; and this is the first letter to show plainly that Currie 
and Roscoe, too, if he chose, were to insist upon having some 
authority for their continuing pains. 

During the last week of May, McCreery informed Cadell & Davies 
that he was forwarding by wagon and cheese ship stitched sheets of 
the revised Reports and was waiting upon Currie for the last copy 
(Index and Table of Contents).25 Cadell & Davies required more 
than two weeks to plan, estimate, and consult on what Currie had 
proposed in confidence. Because Creech was the partner in the 
Burns property, it would be unlikely that they did not seek this 
Edinburgh bookseller's consent to proceed. By the thirty-first of 
May they had prepared their answer to the editor: 

D 

We should not have so long delayed answering your Favour 
of the 14th Instant, but that we had not an Opportunity of 
mentioning the Business sooner to Mr Cadell senr, in whom 
and Mr Creech the Property of the already-published Poems of 
Burns still remain vested-Mr Cadell now authorises me to 
say that he shall be very ready to meet your Wishes as to the 
insertion of those Poems in the proposed Edition, not doubting 
that such an Arrangement may be agreed upon as will be 
perfectly satisfactory to Mr Creech & himself-It, however, 
unfortunately happens that a new Edition, of these poems is 
just now completed pretty nearly in the same Form as the last, 
and we are fearful we cannot hope that this Edition will be 
all sold before the compleat one is published, or, at least, 
announced-in either of which Cases the remaining Copies 
will instantly become of little or no Value-Mr Cadell and Mr 
Creech will therefore naturally expect that one particular of the 
Arrangement should be the Purchase of such remaining Copies 
at an equitable Price- ' 

We strongly recommend the work being published in four 
8vo Vols rather than two quartos, and that the whole be pub
lished together in Preference to a Volume at a Time-It strikes 
us, too, that the most eligible Mode of treating for the Copy-

25B.P., p. 53; holograph letter dated 'Liverpool 27th May 1798'. 



98 THE HISTORY OF CURRIE'S FIRST EDITION 

right of the new Works will be-that the Family be supplied 
with a certain Number of Copies, in Boards, ready for 
Delivery to the Subscribers free of all Expence, except the few 
unavoidable ones of Carriage, &c. By this means it can be 
pretty nearly ascertained what Advantage the Family will 
derive from the Publication-and all the Risque will rest with 
the Bookseller-it might also be stipulated, in Order to give 
the Family every Chance of Advantage, that in Case the Supply 
of the Subscribers should require a greater Number of Copies 
than what were agreed to be delivered gratis, then whatever 
further Number was required should be furnished at a certain 
Price-But all this, dear Sir, is merely a Suggestion for your and 
Mr Roscoe's Consideration-should any other Mode have 
occurred to your Minds you will much oblige us by a Communi
cation of it, and be assured that no improper Advantages shall 
be taken of the Confidence you do us the Favour to place in 
us-We will most readily take upon ourselves the Arrangement 
of the Business with Mr Cadell and Mr Creech, provided all 
other Matters are settled-And, with regard to the Work itself, 
we shall certainly not think it necessary to receive any other 
Opinion of it than that of the two Friends with whom we have 
now the Pleasure of conferring respecting it---26 

If Cadell & Davies had chosen to enclose anyone or all of their 
estimates figured out from the edition of Burns, the business tone 
of this letter would have heightened considerably. 

Four different estimates as well as two memoranda specifically 
relating to increment for the family exist.27 All estimates are 
predicated upon an edition of four octavo volumes to be sold to the 
public at 208.; each estimate then differs from the others by setting 
up conditions peculiar to itself. Estimates One and Four begin with 
a common assumption that the family will retain copyright or that 
the purchaser of it will be somebody other than Cadell & Davies; 
both stipulate that one-quarter of the net profit is to go to the elder 
Cadell and Creech as owners of the poems already published by 
them. These two estimates differ primarily with respect to the 
number of copies to be given the family and in that Estimate One 
continues through a second edition. Estimates Two and Three 
assume that Cadell & Davies will purchase copyright of the Works. 
As owners the firm could afford to be more generous to the family, 

26B.P., pp. 54-6. 
27B.P., pp. 56-61. These remained in the office files. 
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at least with the first two or three editions; thus, Estimate Two 
not only provides five-hundred volumes gratis, but also introduces 
a formula of payment of a specific sum (£250 for the first edition 
and £200 for a second). Estimate Three, however, allows no mone
tary payment, rather it reduces the number of sets printed in the 
first edition from two thousand to fifteen hundred with an expensive 
provision of printing an additional five hundred sets should there 
be a demand; it then specifies that the family will have three hun
dred sets from the first edition and another three hundred from a 
second edition of two thousand. 

Generally these estimates are made on the premise of printing 
two thousand sets in approximately 120 sheets for both the first 
and second editions. Average expenses for such an edition are 
roughly £1000. On the first edition Cadell & Davies stood a chance 
of clearing as proprietors just about what they would make if 
another party held copyright (about £150); but as proprietors, 
their net profits on a second edition would treble. Figures on costs 
show that Cadell & Davies anticipated publishing a superior set 
if they had copyright. Cost per set under Estimates One and Four 
is exactly 9s.; for Estimate Two it is almost l1s., and for Four it is 
14s. A ream of paper under Estimate Four is to cost 25s., the cost 
of printing a single sheet under Estimate One is 308.; but the reams 
under Estimates Two and Three are 34s. apiece, and the cost per 
sheet is 40s. Miscellaneous costs are listed higgledy-piggledy; there 
are so many variables that about all one can conclude is that 
approximately £20 would be designated for advertising and that if 
Cadell & Davies owned the copyright, there would be an engraved 
portrait and, possibly, other plates. Because those copies for the 
family were to be furnished ready for sale, the proprietor would 
be obligated to board them at his own cost (1s. 4d. per set or 4d. 
per volume). 

The first memorandum works out a plan for benefiting the family 
in the final amount of £1250. Gross profits from five-hundred sets 
to be sold at the price of 308. each to subscribers would bring £750, 
from which £100 would be deducted for such expenses beyond 
printing as carriage. Thus from the subscription the family could 
clear £650 which together with a cash payment of £250 would 
represent income of £900. For a second edition, Jean and the 
children would receive £200; for a third, £150. In the second 
memorandum the family would be obligated to pay 16s. for each of 
seven hundred sets supplied subscribers and an additional sum of 
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£90 for expenses. Such a proposal would bring the Burnses a net 
profit of £400. From all of these figures one may conclude that 
even William Thomson could read in them the truth that Cadell & 
Davies had taken the paramount purpose of the posthumous 
edition to heart. 

On the last day of May when Cadell & Davies were writing 
Currie about revised plans for an enlarged edition in four volumes, 
one subscriber was writing John McCreery to inquire if the one
volume posthumous Works already had appeared: 

Tewkesbury, May 31, 1798-
Sir, 

In addition to the two Names sent as subscribers to Burns's 
Posthumous Works, please to insert Richardson Barrows 
Knight, * Tewkesbury, with the omission of Mr (as usual) the 
Gentleman being one of ye Friends called Quakers. 

Should the List of Subscribers happen to be work'd off you 
will please to observe. notwithstanding, that I could wish the 
same number of Copies shod. be sent me. 

In expectation of daily receiving the Volumes for ye amount 
of which you shall receive an Order upon a Bank in London. 
I conclude with subscribg. myself, 

Sir 
Yrs. respectfully 

WmDyde*28 

Dyde was jumping the gun; nevertheless, such a letter must have 
given Currie more concern than ever before about a London 
publisher'S taking over the subscription, a settlement on the issue 
of four volumes or one as well as on the copyright, and extra time 
to concentrate on preparing his manuscript. Dyde's letter, future 
prospects, and knowledge of the policy whereby a publisher who 
was also proprietor could choose his own editor and printer called 
up to the Liverpool doctor once again the possibility of his resigning 
in favour of another. So Currie wrote Cadell & Davies on 1 June 
1798: 

Gentlemen 
Some little time ago I mentioned to you the advice I had 

given the family & Trustees of Mr Burns, to make a transaction 
with you for the MSS with the view of your bringing out a 
Complete edition of his works; I have now a letter from the 
Trustees acceding to my proposals, & giving me in conjunction 

2SB.P., p. 62; holograph letter. 
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with Mr Roscoe full powers to treat with you. 
On this subject, therefore, I will hope for Your Sentiments. 
On a former occasion I gave you my opinion respecting the 

best mode of disposing of the MSS, and of the form in which 
it struck me that a Complete edition of the works would appear 
to most advantage-I have only to add, that every thing of that 
kind, if you acquire a property in the whole, would be decided 
finally by yourselves-

I think a property in the whole works perpetuated for 14 
years longer29 (which would be the effect of your purchasing 
the MSS) would be of very considerable value, if the publica
tion were conducted in the manner I have proposed, or in any 
similar manner that your spirit and judgment might suggest
and this opinion I would willingly support by risquing some 
property in it, if it were compatible wh my situation to engage 
in such things. 

I must conclude by observing that if you would wish to have 
the works printed in London under your own eye, (supposing 
you to make the purchase mentioned) and under an Editor of 
your own choice, I will most readily give up the whole to Your 
direction; I engaged in it to serve the poor widoe & children, 
and oppressive as the business is, I will not abandon it till their 
interests are secured-But it occurs to me that you may judge 
it best to print either in London or Edinr, and under the care 
of some gentleman of your own choice in either of these places; 
& if this be [the] case, I shall have particular pleasure in 
resigning my Charge-

On the other hand, if you prefer carrying on the work here, 
allowing me time, & McCreery's assistance, I will conform to 
any directions that you may suggest, and give my best talents 
to the business. But if this last be your determination, we must 
have pretty full communications. I have only to hint that in 
making any agreement wh Mrs Burns, the sum to be paid 
will not, I should think, be wanted in advance at present, the 
interest being regularly paid for the support of the family. 

Excuse great haste I am 
Gentn. Yr. faithful st. JCurrie30 

Events proved that Currie's first thought in engagement with the 
posthumous edition was welfare of the family. He knew the im-

29Under the statute of 1709: g Anne, c. 19. 
30B.P., pp. 63-4; holograph letter. 
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mediate needs of Mrs Burns, and he was fully aware that those 
needs had been more than met by the general subscription following 
the poet's death because he directly had been responsible for making 
that subscription the impressive success that it was. The family, 
therefore, would be served better by interest rather than principal 
of monies accruing from the posthumous edition. Granting of the 
'full powers' to Currie and Roscoe makes one wish for sight of the 
Currie-William Thomson correspondence which introduced this 
transfer of authority, although one can easily imagine the doctor's 
arguments and alternative. Whenever Currie recalled these 'full 
powers' during the five years of life left him after publication of his 
Burns, surely he fixed the first day of June 1798 as his last beginning. 



McGONAGALL'S MEMORIAL SEAT CEREMONY 

'Twas on the fifth of April in nineteen seventy-four
A day to be remembered by all for evermore-
That Mr. Bruce the Organiser a meeting did convene, 
In Greyfriars ancient churchyard so beautiful to be seen. 

The object of the function was to dedicate a seat 
In honour of McGonagall, and to comfort tired feet. 
The company assembled came from near and far away: 
From Glasgow, Arbroath, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and the 

bonny banks of Tay. 

Dr. Louden welcomed them on a bitter, blowy day, 
And agreed to take the seat in charge without undue dismay. 
He was the first to sit on it, 'mid tumultuous acclamation, 
Which was you will admit a sublime inauguration. 

Next in the hallowed Kirk we heard the Rev. Gemmell 
Campbell 

Give a fascinating discourse without further preamble. 
Miss Anderson recited most movingly and sweetly, 
Then we sang a hymn and said a prayer to round the service 

off completely. 

The ladies of the Woman's Guild had made a scrumptious 
tea 

Which reminded us of youthful days and the Sunday 
School soiree. 

Before we said good-bye we had some carefully rationed 
speeches: 

Some people when they get a theme will stick to it like 
leeches. 

All joking apart, this was a very pleasant occasion. It was good 
to meet old friends, especially in such interesting surroundings. 
We were most grateful to Dr. Stuart Louden for his co-operation 
and for allowing us the sanctuary of his famous church. McGona
gall will never have a better apologist or exponent than Mr. 
Gemmell Campbell from Arbroath, who traced the tragedian's 
life from its unhappy beginnings, through its bitter disappointments 
to the moment when the divine injunction was laid upon him to 
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write poetry. As we know, he obeyed. It is surely unique in the 
annals of literature that a man should achieve immortality because 
he was the worst poet that ever lived! Utterly humourless, devoid 
of a sense of rhythm, but dedicated to his task he soldiered on, a 
source of endless mirth to his more conventional audiences, but 
because of his choice of practical, current topics unconsciously 
becoming a kind of unofficial historian, whose works, we are 
assured by his publisher, are constantly at the top of the list of best 
sellers. 

The inscription on the seat reads: 

Feeling tired and need a seat, 
Sit down here and rest your feet. 

In memory of William McGonagall 
Poet and Tragedian 

Bom and died in the parish of Greyfriars. 
Presented by the Scottish Heritage Association. 

(Alec Bruce, MCIT, Organiser). 

JANE BUROOYNE 



SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMPETITION-1974 

Last year we gave details of the Poems set for study by pupils in 
Primary 7. 

Mr. Fred J. Belford, M.A., F.E.I.S., and Mr. Albert W. Finlay
son, M.A., F.E.I.S., Joint Secretaries, have now supplied the 
complete test paper with marks in brackets for Secondary Schools
Years I-III for 1974. 

The Dumfries Volunteers. 
Elegy on Captain Matthew Henderson 
(Stanzas 1-8). 

Scots Reader (Book II) or New Scots Reader. 
The Sailor's Wife. 
'Glen'-a sheep dog. 
The Twa Corbies. 
Wee Teeny. 

Secondary Scbool-Years I-ill 

1. Write down from memory at least 12 lines from one poem 
set. (6) 

2. (a) Copy the following and, opposite each, put its meaning:
tyke, studdie, starns, wimplin', lin, maukin, paitrick, rax, 
braw, dourest, thole, mirk. 

(b) Give the Scots word, or the Scots form, for:-go, fresh air, 
know, wring (the neck), wood-pigeon, mad. (18) 

3. Here are SIX quotations. Say from which poem or story each 
comes, and explain it in your own words:-

(a) De'il a foreign tinkler shall ever ca' a nail in't. 

(b) The meikle devil wi' a woodie ... 

(c) In troth I'm like to greet ... 

(d) I ken there isna a p'int in yer heid .. . 

(e) Ye'll sit on his white hause-bane .. . 

(f) My Chove! this wean's no' canny. . . (24) 

4. Answer SIX of the following:-

(a) In 'The Dumfries Volunteers', what country threatened to 
invade Britain? What defences had the latter? 
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(b) In 'Captain Matthew Henderson', what did Burns describe 
as 'Nature's sturdiest bairns'? 

(c) In 'The Sailor's Wife', who was Colin? To whom did the 
wife want to tell the good news? 

(d) Why did the owner want to keep 'Glen' rather than get a 
younger dog? 

(e) What profits did the 'Corbies' hope to reap from the death 
of the Knight? 

(f) How did Teeny come to be on the 'Vital Spark'? What 
was it? 

(g) What persons or creatures knew where the 'new-slain 
knight'lay? Who do you think killed him? (12) 

5. Answer ONE ONLY of the following (Write 50-60 words):

(a) Burns had been a farmer, a literary figure in Edinburgh, 
an Excise Officer. How do you think this affected his 
Poems? 

(b) He's gane! he's gane! he's frae us torn ... 
Thee, Matthew, Nature's sel shall mourn 

By wood and wild ... 

Burns calls upon many of the varying aspects of 
Nature to mourn Captain Henderson. Name some differ
ent classes of things and creatures that were appealed to. 
Is any appeal made to mankind? What are we told about 
Captain Henderson? (20) 

6. Answer ONE ONLY of the following. (Write 50-60 words):

(a) Give some details of the welcome awaiting the Sailor. Was 
it grand or simple? What made his wife so fond of him? 

(b) In what ways was 'Glen' an unsatisfactory sheep-dog? 

(c) Consider the five poems you have read for this competition. 
In what ways do they gain (or lose) by being written in 
Scots? (20) 

TOTAL MARKS - 100 



BURNS FEDERATION ART COMPETITION, 1974 

Secondary I-III 1st Leslie Watts, Milne's High School, Foch
abers, Moray. 

2nd Gillian Rae, Langholm Academy, Dumfries
shire. 

3rd Vicki Spencer, Langholm Academy, Dum
friesshire. 

Secondary IV-VI 1st Anne Walls, Langholm Academy, Dumfries
shire. 

Primary 

Group Work 

2nd Gillian Walker, Langholm Academy, Dum
friesshire. 

lst Catriona Rook, Alloway School, Alloway, 
Ayrshire. 

2nd Steven Gedge, Alloway School, Alloway, 
Ayrshire. 

3rd Caroline Moore, Dean Park School, Balerno, 
Midlothian. 

4th Peter Henderson, Mosstodloch School, Foch
abers, Moray. 

5th Joe McLeod, Rosehall School, Lairg, Suther
land. 

1st Ancrum School, Dundee. 

2nd Fair Isle School, Kirkcaldy, Fife. 



M01TO-"A MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT" 

THE BURNS FEDERATION 
INSTITUTED 1885 

Hon. Presidents. 
ALEX. MACMILLAN, J.P., M.A., M.Ed., 13 Kilwinning Road, Irvine. 
A. NEIL CAMPBELL, F.C.I.S., 141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh, EHI0 5PP. 
FRED. J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, Liberton, Edinburgh, 

EHI66JE. 
Mrs. S. G. BAILLIE, 38 Gordon Street, Balwyn, E.8, Victoria, Australia. 
JOHN GRAY, "Ceres," 135 Whitletts Road, Ayr. 
ALEX. JOHNSTONE, J.P., Ch.Eng., F.I.Prod.E., 41 Benwerrin Ave., Carss 

Park, Blakehurst, N.S.W. 
WILLIAM J. OLIVER, 2 Bellevue Street, Dunedin, New Zealand. 
A. Y. CRAWfORD, 164 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh. 
Mrs. M. CoULSON, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries. 
J. NORVAL MURRAY, Commercial Bank Buildings, Bank Street, Irvine. 
G. W. BURNETI, 40 Brecks Lane, Rotherham. 
Al.EXANDER C. CooK, 4 School Terrace, Coalsnaughton, Tillicoultry. 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., 12 Lockharton Avenue, Edinburgh, 

EHI41AZ. 
Mrs. V. W. BROOM, 12 Whitecotes Lane, Chesterfield, S40 3HL. 
J. D. MCBAIN, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland. 
DOUGLAS SMALL, 36 Abernethy Road, Barnhill, Dundee. 
DAVID MILLER, 64 Rosefield Road, Dumfries. 

Officials. 

President-Provost ERNEST kOBERTSON, 11 Rosemount Street, Dumfries. 
Senior Vice-President-JAMES E. INGUS, 'Glentress', 13 Halloughton Road, 

Southwell, Notts NG25 OLP. 
Junior Vice-President-R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, 

Edinburgh EH9 2NB. 
Hon. Secretary and 

Hon. Treasurer-J. F. T. THOMSON, M.A., F.L.A., Dick Institute, 
Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock, KAI 3BU. 

Hon. Editor-JAMES VEITCH, Newbigging, Tweedsmuir, By Biggar, 
Lanarkshire, ML12 6QS. 

Schools Competitions-FRED. J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, 
Liberton, Edinburgh, EHl6 6JE. 
ALBERT W. FINLAYSON, M.A., F.E.I.S., East Galla
berry, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries, DGl ISY. 
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Past-Presidents-THOMAS ANDERSON, 36 Linfem Ave East, Kilmarnock 
KA13LL. 

CHARLES C. EASTON, F.S.A., 55 Rosehill Drive, Aberdeen 
MATTHEW McLAUCHLAN, Glebe House, Knotting!ey, 

Yorks. 
Mr!!. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., 12 Lockharton Avenue, 

Edinburgh, EH14 1AZ. 
DANIEL J. McILDOWIE, J.P., "Invermay," Doune Road, 

Dunblane, Perthshire. 
ROBERT DONALDSON, 42 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
Dr. JOHN I. TAYLOR, M.B., Ch.B., 7 Kennedy Close, 

Millhouse Green, Pennistone, Yorks. 
GEORGE VALLANCE, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, Cumnock, 

KA183LD. 
Dr. J. S. MONTGOMERIE, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., 

F.S.A., "The Mount," High Barnes, Sunderland, 
Co. Durham. 

W. J. KINa-GILLIES, "The Lomonds," Cupar Road, 
Auchtermuchty, Fife. 

ANDERSON WILSON, 35 Long Lane, Carlton-in-Lindrick, 
Worksop, Notts. 

H. GEORGE McKERRow, J.P., 52 Buccleuch Street, 
Dumfries DG1 2AH. 

FRED. J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, 
Edinburgh, EH16 6JE. 

A. NEIL CAMPBELL, EC.I.S., 141 Craiglea Drive, 
Edinburgh, EHIO 5PP. 

ALEx. MACMILLAN, J.P., M.A., M.Ed., l3 Kilwinning 
Road, Irvine KA12 8RR. 

District Representatives. 
I. Ayrshire-DAVID DUNLOP, The Ross Hotel, John Finnie Street, 

Kilmarnock KA11DD. 
J. GLASS, M.A., 1 Doonholm Road, Alloway, Ayr. 

KA74QA. 
SAMUEL K. GAW, 66 Bank Street, Irvine KA12 OLP. 

II. Edinburgh-R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, 
Edinburgh, EH9 2NB. 

m. Glasgow-R. DICKSON JOHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helens
burgh, Dunbartonshire. 

GEORGE ANDERSON, 97 Calderwood Road, Burnside, 
Glasgow G73 3PJ. 

IV. Dunbartonshire and Argyll
V. Fi/e-

VI. Lanarkshire-ABE TRAIN, 71 Woodside Crescent, Newmains, 
Lanarkshire. 

T. N. PATERSON, 32 Etive Street, Wishaw 
ML20NS. 

VII. Mid and East Lothions and Borders-A. Y. CRAWFORD, 164 

VIII. West Lathion
Newhaven Road, Edinburgh. 

IX. Renfrewshire-RoBERT MILLER, F.S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston 
Street, Greenock, PA15 4DT. 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-Mrs. W. G. 
STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Clack
mannanshire, FKlO 2QA. 

ALEXANDER YOUNG, Glen Terrace, Kilsyth. 
J. M. NICOL, 17 Polmaise Crescent, Bannock

burn, Stirlingshire. 
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XI. East Perthshire. Angus and Kinross-E. A. DURWARD, Ix 
Dennison Road, Dundee. 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-DouGI.AS W. CRUICKSHANK, 
7 Baillieswells Drive, Bieldside, Aberdeen. 

XIll. Southern Scottish Counties-HuGH CuNNINGHAM, 98 Irish 
Street, Dumfries. 

Mrs S. KNIGHT, 17 Greenlea Road, Annan, 
Dumfriesshire. 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-A. F. ROBERTSON, 
30 Dorset Court, 211-213 Kingsway, Hove, 
Sussex, BN3-4FD. 

XV. North Eastern England-W. K. Donnan, 5 Buxton Gardens, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham. 

XVI. North Western England-Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, "Dinarth", 
16 Half Edge Lane, Eccles, Manchester M30 9GJ. 

XVII. Yorkshire-James Parnham, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, 
Leeds, LS8 2QT 

XVllI. North and East MidIands-G. W. BURNETr, 40 Brecks Lane, 
Rotherham, Yorkshire. 

LEW W, REID, 'Lea Rig', 152 Lea Road, Gains
borough, Lines. DN211AN. 

Mrs. J. A. IRVINE, 'Ulvescroft', 67 Bonet Lane, 
Brinsworth, Rotherham, Yorkshire. 

XIX. West Midlands of England
XX. South Western England

XXI. Wales-
XXII. lreland

XXIII. Africa-
XXIV. Australia-Ex-Bailie JOHN GRAY, 135 Whitletts Road, Ayr 

KA80JG. 
XXV. New Zealand-Mrs. M. RENNIE,3 Kintore Tower, Cambuslang, 

Glasgow. 
XXVI. Canada-Provost E. ROBERTSON, Rosemount Street, Dumfries. 

XXVII. India-
xxvm. U.s.A.-MARVIN D. MCQUEEN, D'Arcy-MacManus Inter

marco, Prudential Plaza, Chicago, Illinois, 60601, 
U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe-Mrs. M. CoULSON, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries. 

SUB-CoMMITrEES. 
Finance: Mr. H. G. McKerrow (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs. 

Neil Campbell, T. Anderson, R. Dickson Johnstone, J. S. Montgomerie, 
R. Donaldson, D. J. McIldowie and A. Train. 

Memorials: Mr. G. Vallance (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs.J. 
Gray, H. Cunningham, G. W. Burnett, A. Y. Crawford, E. Robertson, 
R. A. B. McLaren, D. J. McIldowie, J. E. Inglis, Sam Gaw and Chas. C. 
Easton. 

Literature: Mr. Alex MacMillan (Convener), Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 
Messrs. F. J. Belford, T. Anderson, J. S. Montgomerie, Anderson Wilson, 
G. W. Burnett, J. E. Inglis, D. J. McIldowie, Albert W. Finlayson, 
W. K. Donnan, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, J. Parnham, Charles C. Easton and 
George Anderson. 

Schools: Mr. Fred J. Belford and A. W. Finlayson (Joint Conveners), 
Mrs. M. Coulson, Messrs. A. MacMillan. G. W. Burnett, Anderson 
Wilson, J. Gray, R. A. B. McLaren, J. Glass, James Parnham, Alexander 
Young and Mrs. S. Knight. 

Auorrou. 
Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Ki1mamock. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS at 31/3/73 = 128 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1973/74 

Mrs. Ida Crichton, 27 Moat Road, Annan. 

111 

Mrs. Agnes O'Donnell, 40 Newington Road, Annan . 
. Mrs. C. R. Baxter, 35 The Knoll, Woodford, Plympton, Plymouth. 

Plymouth PL7 4SH. 
Mrs. Margaret Graham, 31 Moat Road, Annan. 
A. T. Disselduff, Milverton, West Bay, Dunoon, Argyll. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Gordon, 42 Almfield Terrace, Aberdeen. 
Ronald Burness, 38 The Willows, 4th Avenue, Florida 1710, Transvaal, 

S. Africa. 
Robert Pine, Alpin House, Pool Bank Court, Pool in Wharfdale, Otley, 

Yorks. 
Gilbert T. Burns, 24 Panton Street, Cambridge CB2 IHP. 
David R. Lampe, P.O. Box 1265, Iowa City. Iowa 52240, U.S.A. 
:Boyd Alexander, Prospect House, Upton, Didcot. Berks OXII 9HU. 
Mrs. Margaret A. Brown, 32 Thomas Telford Road, Langholro, Duro

friesshire DG13 OAP. 
William J. McGill, 10 Arlington House, Evelyn Street, Deptford, London 

SE85QT. 
Mrs. Anne Nicol, 288 Hardgate, Aberdeen ABI 6AD. 
Bruce MacPherson, Flat 5, Tweed Street, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Miss L. M. Stirling, 19 Potassels Road, Muirhead, Chryston. Glasgow 

G699EL. ' 
James Cannell, 77 Marchburn Avenue, Prestwick. 
Brian J. Cormack, 27 Glenlee Avenue, Edinburgh EH8 7HQ. 
Mrs. Hogg, Greencroft, 21 Elton Road. Darlington. 



Ust 0/ placu at which the Annual Con/erence 0/ tlte Coum:il btu 
been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1933 London 
1894 Glasgow 1934 Glasgow 
1895 Dundee 1935 Ayr and Kilmarnock 
1896 Kilmarnock 1936 Elgin 
1897 Greenock: 1937 Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
1898 Mauchline 1938 Dumfries 
1899 Dumfries 1940-46 Glasgow 
1900 Kilmarnock 1947 Dunoon 
1901 Glasgow 1948 Stirling 
1902 Greenock 1949 Mauchline 
1903 Edinburgh 1950 Bristol 
1904 Stirling 1951 Montrose 
1905 Hamilton 1952 Norwich 
1906 Ki1mamock 1953 Paisley 
1907 Sunderland 1954 Sheffield 
1908 St. Andrews 1955 Edinburgh 
1909 Dunfermline 1956 Cheltenham 
1910 Lanark 1957 Aberdeen 
1911 Glasgow 1958 Harrogate 
1912 Carlisle 1959 Ayr 
1913 GalashieIs 1960 Glasgow 
1915-19 Glasgow 1961 Dumfries 
1920 London 1962 Durham 
1921 Dunfermline 1963 Stirling 
1922 Birmingham 1964 London 
1923 Ayr 1965 Hamilton 
1924 Dumfries 1966 Troon 
1925 Edinburgh 1967 Sheffield 
1926 Perth 1968 Falkirk 
1927 Derby 1969 Southport 
1928 Aberdeen 1970 Arbroath 
1929 Troon 1971 Coventry 
1930 Greenock 1972 Aberdeen 
1931 Hawick 1973 Dumfries 
1932 Stirling 1974 Edinburgh 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS 

(See Article No. 6c o/uConstitution") 

I. Ayrshire. 
II. Edinburgh. 

ill. Glasgow. 
IV. Dunbarton, Argyll, and Bute Shires. 
V. Fife. 

VI. Lanarkshire. 
VII. Lothians (Mid and East) and Borders. 

Vill. Lothian (West). 
IX. Renfrewshire. 
x. Stirling, Clackmannan, and West Perth Shires. 

XI. East Perthshire, Angus and Kinross. 
XII. Northern Scottish Counties. 

Xill. Southern Scottish Counties. 
XIV. London and South-Eastern England. 

Essex, Hertford, Middlesex, Berks., Buckingham, 
Oxford, Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex, Kent. 

XV. North-Eastern England. 
Northumberland, Durham. 

XVI. North-Western England. 
Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire. 

XVII. Yorkshire. 
xvm. North and East Midlands of England. 

XIX. West Midlands of England. 
XX. South-Western England. 

Hereford, Gloucester, Wilts., Somerset, Dorset, Devon. 
Cornwall, Monmouth. 

XXI. Wales. 
XXII. Ireland. 

XXIII. Africa. 
XXIV. Australia. 
XXV. New Zealand. 

XXVI. Canada. 
XXVII. India. 
xxvm. United States of America. 

XXIX. Europe. 
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I. Ayrsbire-361Clubs: 4 Members 

o Kilmarnock 
35 Dalry 
45 Cumnock 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Assoc. 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 "Howff," Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
568 Darvel 
592 Benwhat 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 

632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies 

(Irvine) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
728 Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton 
772 Prestwick 
773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton), 

Kilmarnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Bums Oub 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Bums Club 
906 Ayrshire Constabulary 
908 "Brithers Be" Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 

Secretary: George Vallance, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, Cumnock, 
KA183LD 

II. Edinburgh-IS Oubs: 2 Members 

22 Edinburgh 
124 Ninety 
212 Portobello 
198 Gorebridge 
293 Newcraighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 

Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 

340 Balerno Bums Club 
341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Assoc. 
516 The Airts Bums Oub 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 

Secretary: G. Henderson Laing, 50 Marionville Drive, Edinburgh 
EH76BW 

7 Thistle 

m. Glasgow-IS Clubs: 2 Members 

153 Scottish 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Bums Memorial 

Cottage Homes 
Secretary: 

169 Glasgow Bums Oub 
Association 

263 Masonic 
282 Bums Bowling Association 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
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IV. Dunbarton, Argyll and Bute Sbires-5 Oubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

Secretary: 

580 Cumbrae 
695 KiImaronock (Dunbarton

shire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

v. Fife-6 Oubs: 1 Member 

62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, 

Kirkcaldy 
Secretary: 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 
Beggars 

803 BowhiII People's Club 

VI. Lanarksbire-23 Oubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary 

Campbell 
388 Kyle (Shotts) Ladies 
392 WhifHet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston LochIie Ladies 
542 Newart Hill White Heather 

577 Dalserf and Clydesdale 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
614 Bellshill Caledonian Burns 

Club 
637 Larkhall Applebank 
761 Kirkton Bonnie Jean, 

Carluke 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-Seven Bums Club 
885 Motherwell and Wishaw 
889 StrathcIyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Bums Club 
910 Bankend Jolly Beggars 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 32 Etive Street, Pather, Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and East Lothian and Borders-8 Oubs: 1 Member 

5 Ercildoune 
96 Jedburgh 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 
199 Newbattle and District 
239 Hawick 

Secretary: 

740 Thomtree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
839 Coldstream 
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VIII. West Lotbian-l Oub: 1 Member 

929 Bathgate 

Secretary: 

IX. Renfrewsbire-9 Oubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

190 Port-Glasgow 
209 Greenock St. John's 

430 Gourock 
472 Renfrewshire, B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 

Secretary: Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street, 
Greenock, PA15 4DT. 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Pertbsbire-30 Clubs: 
3 Members 

4 Callander 
37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
510 le.I., Grangemouth 
543 Abbey Craig 
630 Coalsnaughton 
646 Oear Winding Devon, Alva 
648 Carron Bridge, KiIsyth 
657 Fallin Burns Oub 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 

725 Ben Cleuch, TiIIicouItry 
741 Plean 
769 Robert Bruce 

(Oackmannan) 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 

West Perthshire 
849 Jean Armour, Sauchie 
852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars 
865 Foresters Arms 
876 Tullibody Working Men's 

Burns Club 
895 WestertonArmsBurnsOub 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 
925 Laurieston 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, AlIoa 
FK102QA. 

XI. East Pertbsbire, Angus and Kinr0ss-8 Oubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 
42 Strathearn 
76 Brechin 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 
360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
659 Dundee Burns Society 

Secretary.: Ian Martin, 15 McAlpine Road, Dundee. 
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xu. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Oubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 691 Inverness 
149 Elgin 698 Turriff 
336 Peterhead 723 Strathpeifer 
403 Fraserburgh 733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
458 Stonehaven 897 Glenbervie 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen, ABI 2HL. 

XIll. Southern Scottish Counties-21 Oubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 562 Castle Douglas 
217 Eskdale 626 Moffat and District 
226 Dumfries 629 Sanquhar 
323 Kirkcudbright 660 The Langholm Ladies 
393 Annan Ladies 693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 730 Wigtown 
437 Dumfries Ladies 818 Dalbeattie and District 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 913 Terregles Burns Club 
530 Southern Scottish Counties 916 Hole I' the Wa' Bums Club 

B.C.A. 924 S.C.T.A. 
536 Whithorn 926 Rosamond 
Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries, DG2 OEH 

XIV. London and Sooth-Eastern England-8 Oubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Soc. 
570 Scottish Clans Assoc. of 

London 
617 Reading and District Cal. 

Assoc. 

663 Boumemouth and District 
Cal. Soc. 

719 Chelmsford and District 
Scottish Society 

743 Romford Scottish Assoc. 
791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: A. F. Robertson, 30 Dorset Court, 211-213 Kingsway. 
Hove, Sussex B.N.3.4.F.D. 

xv. North-Eastern EngIand-12 Oubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 
744 Durham and District 

Cal. Soc. 
745 Northumberland and 

Durham Cal. Soc. 

759 Sunderland and District 
Cal. Soc. 

775 Hartlepools Cal. Soc. 
796 Gateshead and District St. 

Andrew's Society 
898 Peterlee and District 

Cal. Soc. 
901 Cramlington Bums Club 

Secretary: L. A. Nicol, 49 Hipsburn Drive, Sunderland. 
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XVI. North-Western EngIand-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

71 Carlisle 674 Manchester and Salford 
95 Bolton Cal. Assoc. 

236 Whitehaven 753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Soc. Society 
366 Liverpool 754 Thornton Cleveleys and 
417 Burnley and District Dist. Scottish Society 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 780 Isle of Man Cal. Soc. 
572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 834 St. Andrews Soc. 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Soc. (Altrincham, Sale & Dist) 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever. 
Bolton, Lancs. 

XVll. Yorkshire-13 Clubs: 1 Member 

548 Leeds Cal. Soc. 
551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Soc. 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. 

Soc. 
812 The St. Andrew's Society of 

Bradford 

836 Hornsea and District 
880 Otley and District 
894 Beverly and District 
905 Keighley and District 
909 Richmond(yorks)CaI.Soc. 
928 An Comunn Gaidhealach, 

Leeds 

Secretary: A. Anderson Reid, 'Failte', 75 Fairview, Carleton, 
Pontefract, Yorks. 

XVllI. North and East MidJands of England-2S Clubs: 3 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Soc. 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
405 Sheffield Cal. Soc. 
439 Bamsley Scottish Soc. 
454 Rotherham 
461 Leicester Cal. Soc. 
556 Doncaster Cal. Soc. 
563 Norfolk Cal. Soc. 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Soc. 
746 Grimsby and District Cal. 

Soc. 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Soc. 
854 North-EastMidlandsAssoc. 

of Scottish Societies 
861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 
862 Market Rasen Scottish 

Association 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
878 Worksop Bums and Cal. 

Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
903 Newhall, Burton-on-Trent 

Bums Club 
917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
922 Clumber Bums Club 

Secretary: J. E. Inglis, 'Glentress,' Halloughton Road, Southwell, 
Notts. 
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XIX. west Midlands of England 11 Oubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 707 Malvern Scots Qub 
296 Walsall 751 Worcester Scots Society 
553 Wolverhampton 777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
559 Coventry Cal. Soc. 845 Tam 0' Shanter, Coventry 
661 Leamington and Warwick 881 Rugeley and District 

Cal. Soc. Bums Club 
683 Stratford upon Avon and 

District Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, Coventry. 

xx. South-Western England-7 Oubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 721 Plymouth Burns Qub 
446 Herefordshire 899 Portsmouth 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Soc. 918 Dover and E. Kent 
535 Plymouth and District Cal. 

Soc. 

Secretary: Mrs. Dora Dodd, 11 Westmorland House, Durdham 
Park, Bristol, BS6 6XH. 

XXI. Wales-l Oub: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 

XXll. IreIand-20ubs: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 904 Star of Burns, Lame 

Secretary: 

XXIII. Africa-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

873 Ndola Tam 0' Shanter 
896 Sierra Leone 

XXIV. AustraIia-13 Oubs: 1 Member 

511 Perth 
523 Highland Society of N.S.W. 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Qub 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
716 Royal Caledonian Society of 

Melbourne 
726 Melbourne 

864 Burnei Bums Qub, 
Tasmania 

869 Port Adelaide Men's Club 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 
914 Ipswich & West Moreton 
919 Orange and District 
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xxv. New Zea1and-4 Clubs: t Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Bums Club 

XXVI. Canada-t40ubs: 1 Member 

197 Winnipeg 
J03 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Soc. 
443 Burns Club of Victoria (B.c.) 
476 Border Cities (Ont.) 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean 

Armour 

710 The Burns Society of 
Toronto 

841 Robert Burns Association 
of Montreal 

842 YeBonnyDoon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 TarboIton Club, Edmonton 

XXVll. India-l Oub: 1 Member 

355 Calcutta 

xxvm. U.S.A.-to Oubs: 1 Member 

220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 
320 Troy 
413 San Francisco St. Andrew's 

Soc. 

557 Atlanta Ladies 
597 The Burns Society of the 

City of New York 
701 Detroit 
826 North Carolina 
870 Massachussetts 

Secretary: Howard D. Whinnery, 560 Fourth Avenue, North Troy, 
New York, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe-20ubs: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
912 DIU Club, Jevicko 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF COUNCIL 

THE REl'EcrORY, 
POLLOCK HALLS OF RESIDENCE, 

DALKElTH ROAD, EDINBURGH. 
21st September, 1974. 

The Annual Conference of the Burns Federation was held here today at 
9.30 a.m. 

The President, Mr. Thomas Anderson, occupied the chair, and was accom
panied by Provost Ernest Robertson, O.B.E., J.P., Dumfries, and Mr. James E. 
Inglis, Southwell, Notts. 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES REPRESENTED 

The figures in brackets denote the number of delegates who handed in their 
cards. 

o Kilmarnock Bums Club (3), 1 London Bums Club (3), 11 Chesterfield and 
District Association (1),14 Dundee Bums Club (3), 20 Airdrie Bums Club (1), 

. 21 Greenock Bums Club (3), 22 Edinburgh Burns Club (3), 36 Rosebery Bums 
Club (3),40 Aberdeen Burns Club (3), 49 Bridgeton Bums Club (3), 69 Dunedin 
Bums Club, New Zealand (1), 82 Arbroath Bums Club (1), 89 Sunderland Burns 
Club (3), 95 Bolton Burns Club (3), 112 Bums Howff, Dumfries (3), 124 Ninety 
Bums Club (2), 133 Newarthill Burns Club (2), 158 Darlington Bums Associa
tion (3), 169 Glasgow and District Bums Association (2), 173 Irvine Burns 
Club (1), 192 Ayrshire Association of Bums Clubs (2), 198 Gorebridge Burns 
Club (3), 212 Portobello Bums Club (1), 217 Eskdale Burns Club (3), 226 Dum
fries Burns Club (3), 238 Burns Club of Atlanta (2), 252 Alloway Bums Club (2), 
263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club (3), 274 Troon Bums Club (1), 275 Ayr Burns 
Club (3), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association (3),314 Edinburgh Scottish Burns 
Association (3), 366 Liverpool Burns Club (3), 340 Balerno Burns Club (2), 
349 Howff Burns Club, Kilmarnock (3),365 Catrine Bums Club (2), 378 Edin
burgh and District Association (2), 387 Mary Campbell Burns Club, Cambus
lang (1), 393 Annan Ladies Burns Club (3), 405 Caledonian Society of Sheffield 
(1),437 Dumfries Ladies Burns Club (3), 454 Rotherham and District Scottish 
Association (3), 461 Leicester Caledonian Society (2), 470 Elgin St. Giles Burns 
Club (2), 492 Harrow Caledonian Society (3), 494 United Services Club (1), 
503 Dunblane Burns Club (1), 511 Perth West Australia Burns Club (2), 516 
Airts Bums Club (1),520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies (2), 530 Southern Scottish 
Counties Burns Association (3), 548 Leeds Caledonian Society (1), 559 Coventry 
and District Caledonian Society (3), 566 Scottish Society and BurnS Club, 
Australia (1), 578 Lanarkshire Association (2), 612 Torrance Masonic Society 
and Burns Club (2), 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars Bums Club (2), 630 Coalsnaughton 
Burns Club (1), 632 Symington Bums Club (3), 659 Dundee Bums Society (3), 
660 Langholm Ladies Burns Club (3), 665 Gartmorn Ladies Burns Club (2), 
681 Cronies Bums Club, Kilmarnock (3), 696 Whitley Bay St. Andrews Society 
(1),718 St. Andrew Society of York (1), 720 Retford District Caledonian Society 
(1), 721 Plymouth Bums Club (2), 726 Melbourne Burns Club (1), 744 Durham 
and District Caledonian Society (2), 759 Sunderland Caledonian Society (3), 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club (3), 811 Logangate Burns Club (1), 
813 Tranent '25' Burns Club, 822 Mansfield Burns Club (1), 825 Edinburgh 
Clarinda Ladies (1), 839 Coldstream Bums Club (1), 845 Tam 0' Shanter, 
Coventry (2), 854 North East Midlands Association (2), 872 East Midlands 
Scottish Society (1), 882 Canberra Highland Society and Bums Club (1), 887 
Gainsborough Burns Club (3), 889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' Bums Club (2), 
890 Wollongong Bums Club (2),894 Beverley and District Caledonian Society 
(1), 900 Irvine Valley Burns Club (3), 916 Hole i' the Wa' Burns Club (3), 919 
Orange and District Burns Club, N.S.W., Australia (1), 921 North East Counties 
Association (2), 926 Rosamond Burns Club, Gretna Green (2), 24 Executive 
Committee. 
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The President welcomed the members with special mention of the following 
delegates: Mr. Ian Macfarlane, Atlanta, Georgia; Mr. and Mrs. Macfarlane, 
Florida, U.S.A.; Mr. William Brown, Dunedin; Mr. Gilbert Burns, Cambridge 
(a direct descendant of the Burness family) and Mr. Alex. Johnstone, Australia. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Burns from Johannesburg, South Africa, should also 
have been in attendance, but Mr. Burns had taken ill at the previous evening's 
reception and was recovering in hospital. 

During the year, the President continued, the Federation had suffered the loss 
of Mr. Jack Stewart, Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perthshire Association; 
Mr. John C. Weir, a Past Secretary of Lanarkshire Association; and Mr. Andrew 
Stenhouse, Secretary of Glasgow and District Association and for many years 
Assistant Honorary Secretary to the Federation. The Council stood in a minute's 
silence to their memory. 

Greetings and good wishes to the Conference were intimated from Dunedin 
Burns Club, New Zealand; Auckland Burns Association, New Zealand; 
Melbourne Burns Club, Australia, Lanarkshire Association and the Dover and 
East Kent Burns Association. 

Apologies for absence had been received from Mr. and Mrs. Highway of 
Coventry, Mr. Anderson Wilson, who was ill in Ballochmyle Hospital, and Mr. 
J. C. W. Nicol of Kilmarnock. 

The Minutes of the previous conference, as printed in the 1974 Burns Chronicle 
were unanimously approved. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., presented 
the annual report. 

Without any trace of smugness but with some little pleasure, it is good to 
recall the disbelief among Shakespeareans when they witnessed the massive and 
enthusiastic attendance at the Burns Federation Conference in Coventry during 
1971. At a time when cynicism and materialism are all too evident, Burnsians 
must enjoy a feeling of warmth and reassurance from the extension of their 
ideals. Our Shakespearean friends must indeed wonder at the dichotomous 
nature of the Scot-on the one hand the nyajf, even the animal, of Hampden; 
on the other a poetry-speaking and musically inclined devotee of the arts. It 
must be admitted that the standard of poetic declamation and the quality of 
voice do not qualify for Bayreuth or Salzburg but the practice and relish must be 
unique. Even the nyajf can, in victory become artistically inspired: 'See that 
yin, his ba' control is sheer .... poetry!' Perhaps these contrasting elements 
explain the Scot and that our humour alone prevents us from being tribal enigmas. 

This having been said, it is encouraging to report the growing zeal of the 
Burns movement throughout the world. Australia is a shining light; the United 
States continues to give inspiring support; New Zealand takes on a new lease; 
Canada offers proof of inter-club co-operation and of a dignity that is touching. 
Over the rest of the world, from the torrid Equator to the compact confines of 
Langholm, the fellowship and devotion to the Burnsian ideals continue. 

Elsewhere within these pages such topics as the Burns Heritage Trail and the 
Burns Chronicle will be dealt with by the respective officers. Suffice it to say here 
that, in relation to the former, the Federation representatives strive to maintain 
high standards and to oppose any decline of the Burns Country to the depths of 
Hong Kong tartan-dressed dolls or Birmingham made tartan pocket knives. 
We are positive that the Scottish Tourist Board will adhere to the highest prin
ciples and will resist the Blackpool-style peep show of the cheap, the vulgar, and 
the sensational. The visitor and the tourist can buy his souvenirs at any com
mercial source but the Heritage Trail must aim at higher and more relevant 
mementoes, such as beautifully produced manuscripts facsimiles (Scots wha hae, 
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Auld Lang Syne. etc.) or high quality etchings of 18th century Scotland (Kil
marnock's Waterloo Street; Ayr's Old Brew House; Dumfries's Globe Inn). 
If delegates seek a suitable text, vide Matthew, chap. 21 v. 12; Mark chap. 11 v. 
15; John, chap. 2 vv. 14-15. 

In relation to the Chronicle and to a streamlining of our organisation, we have 
proceeded to 'gang warily'. Whiz kids, organisation and method experts and 
work study people have made fortunes out of seeing the trees from the woods. 
In the Federation we have gently and quietly dipped into a placid rut and have 
allowed the machinery to tick over at a complementary rate. At the last annual 
general meeting we warned against being apathetic or inward-looking and it is 
pleasing to report that we are not only having a good look at ourselves but are 
waking up to the needs of the times. The Burns Federation depends upon honor
ary officers and officials to conduct its businesses; their duties and contributions 
are performed in excess of their daily toil. The administration of the Federation 
has grown so much that it has become a full-time job of work-as evidence, 
check the remits given to the Hon. Secretary at each meeting of the Executive. 
Honorary officials, volunteers and do-gooders have their drawbacks but, pro
vided they work with devotion and with objective enthusiasm, they can make a 
success out of organisations of the calibre and quality of the Federation. But, in 
the light of modern trends and stresses, it becomes necessary to look at the con
dition of the machinery of administration and to make the necessary adjustments. 
It may be argued that the Burns Federation does not enjoy the publicity it merits 
but, in the 1970s, each and every organisation must make or produce its own 
publicity since the day is long past of copious column coverage in the newspapers. 
Hence the need for a P.R.O. or Press Officer; hence the need for this closer 
look at ourselves. 

It was Burns himself who sought the power to see himself as through the eyes 
of others. We should take his advice and ensure that the voice of Scottish litera
ture and song is that of the universal Burns Federation rather than that of the 
misguided nyaff declaring himself to be of'ra people'. We do indeed have a future 
but we can make it the more easy and efficient by learning new tricks and, in 
admitting our fallibility, gear ourselves to this role in the future. 

Membership 
There has again been an increase both in the number of individual members 

and clubs on the roll. 
Number of clubs on roll as at October 1973 327 
Lapsed or disbanded 3 

AfIiIiated : 
Trysting Thorn Burns Club 
Scottish Commercial Travellers Association, Dumfries Branch 
Aberdeen Burns Study Circle 
Rosamund Burns Club, Gretna 
Tarbolton Bachelors Club, Edmonton 
An Comunn Gaidehealach, Leeds 
Beith Caledonia Burns Club 
Laurieston B.C. Burns Club 
Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' Burns Club 
The Wheatsheaf Burns Club, Falkirk 

324 

10 

334 
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Oubs in Arrears 
Club Name Years in arrears 
No. 1 2 3 

17 Nottingham x 
76 Brechin x 

190 Port Glasgow x 
220 St. Louis .. x 
350 Markinch x 
355 Calcutta x 
398 Colinton .. x 
439 Barnsley .. x 
479 Queen of the South x 
501 Galt (£4) .. 
523 Highland Society of N.S.W. x 
563 Norfolk .. x 
568 Darvel x 
571 Edmonton" x 
575 Windsor, Ontario x 
577 Dalserf x 
592 Benwhat (£6) x 
614 Bellshill .. x 
617 Reading .. x 
665 Gartmom x 
671 Irvine St. Andrews (£7) .. x 
693 Kirkcudbright x 
710 Toronto x 
716 Melbourn~ Royal Caledonian Society x 
727 Denmark (£4) 
730 Wigtown .. x 
743 Romford .. 
766 Glencoe x 
769 Robert Bruce x 
773 Cumnock .. x 
812 Bradford .. x 
815 B.M.K. x 
826 Charlotte, 'North Carolina x 
836 Hornsea x 
852 Fishcross .. x 
864 Burnie, Tasmania x 
865 Forresters Arms .. x 
873 Zambia x 
876 Tillibody .. x 
885 Motherwell x 
888 Vancouver x 
898 Peterlee x 
899 Portsmouth x 
901 Cramlington x 
904 Lame x 
905 Keighley .. x 
910 Bankend .. x 
913 Terregles .. .. .. .. .. .. x 
924 Scottish Commercial Travellers' Association, 

Dumfries x 

29 9 8 
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Scottish National Dictionary 
The Scottish National Dictionary is now almost completed but the Association 

will still need the support of the Burns Federation. They are now considering an 
abridged edition of the Dictionary and a dictionary of the older Scottish tongue. 
Balance brought forward from last Report £3,805'80 
Donations sent to the Hon. Treasurer, Burns Federation: 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 
275 Ayr Burns Oub 
Miss N. J. Symons (for abridged edition) 
469 Denny Cross Burns Club .. 
691 Inverness Burns Club 
62 Cupar Burns Club (for abridged edition) 

226 Dumfries Burns Club 
580 Cumbrae Burns Club 
Donations sent direct to Scottish National Dictionary: 

Aberdeen Burns Qub 
Kippen Burns Club 
Northumberland Durham Caledonian Society 
Fraserburgh Burns Club .. 
Dundonald Burns Qub .. 
Alloway Burns Club 
Abbey Craig Burns Qub 
Plymouth Burns Qub 
Greenock Burns Club 
Sunderland Burns Club 
Paisley Burns Club 
Aberdeen Burns Qub 

Quarterly Meetings 

5·00 
20·00 

5·00 
2·10 
5·00 

25'00 
5·00 
5·00 

5·00 
67-37 

3·00 
10·00 
9·00 

23'00 
5·00 

10·00 
37·00 
4·60 

10-00 
5·00 

£4,066'87 

During the year the following Quarterly Meetings were held: October, 1973; 
December, 1973; and March, 1974-Kilmarnock; June, 1974-Tillicoultry. 

Jean Armour Burns Houses 
No higher form of memorial exists to Robert Burns than these houses, an 

added delight is their being named after the wife who so loved and understood 
him. There are few men in this world like Neil Campbell, who has contributed 
nearly 50 years' service to the Glasgow and District Association of Burns Clubs 
and we are indebted to them and to their mentor, Mr. R. Dickson Johnston, the 
House Convener, for their loving and dedicated service. It is always a pleasure 
to visit these houses, so beautifully situated and maintained, and an equal pleasure 
to seek your continued financial support of this most worthwhile cause. All 
contributions please, to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. A. Neil Campbell, F.C.I.S., 
141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh EH10 5PP. 

BRIDGE REPORTS 

All the bridges are in sound condition structurally and minor repairs are 
required. They will be carried out during the coming financial year. 

Mr. A. Crawford moved approval of the report which was unanimously 
approved. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Mr. Thomson then submitted the following report. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 

ORDINARY 
RECEIPTS 

1972/73 
Balances as at 1st May, 1973: 

1973/74 

£48·84 Deposit Account £114·65 
2-68 Current Account 28·32 
4·19 Cash on hand 

Annual Subscriptions: 
1,224-48 Current .. 1,135'33 

30·00 Arrears .. 223·93 
5·00 Advance 1'05 

93-89 Associate Members 76'80 
7'50 Affi.Iiation Fees 10'50 

51'50 Badges 29'80 
12·60 Diplomas .. 8-10 
2-10 Burns Federation Song Book .. 5·80 
2·82 Burns and Edinburgh 3·70 

34'70 Burns Check 10·90 
Family Trees 0·20 
Scots Reader 1·00 
Vignettes 6·00 

9·00 Hans Hecht 15-00 
1-40 Bairnsangs .. 
HI J. K. Annand 
4'08 Posts 1·72 
3-65 Miscellaneous 3·00 
3-57 Donations .. 

100·00 Administration (~~tral Fund) :: 50·00 
1-00 Interest on Deposit Account 6'15 

£1,644'11 £1,731'95 

SCOTTISH LITER 
RECEIPTS 

1972/73 1973/74 

£18,127·00 
Balance as at 1st May, 1973: 

£22,300 5 % Treasury Stock " £18,127-00 
3-35 Deposit Account 6·24 
7-50 Affiliation Fees 10·50 
1·00 Declaration of Arbroath 1-00 

Scots Readers 265-42 
41·74 Burns Federation Song Book 19·47 

1,115'00 Interest on Treasury Stock 1,115'00 
7-44 Interest on Deposit Account 21·30 

500·00 Transferred from Reserve Fund 154'00 

£19,803'03 £19,719'93 
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YEAR ENDED 30th APRIL, 1974 

FUND 

1972/73 
£165·64 Printing .. 

53·72 Stationery .. 
144·09 Postages 
860·07 Salary, etc. 

PAYMENTS 

20·67 Secretary's Expenses 
25·00 Audit Fee .. 
12·25 Insurance .. . . 
26·28 Expenses of Meetings 
15·60 Corporation Tax .. 
12·77 Wreaths 
12·50 Advertising .. 
10·85 H.P. and P.P. Badges 

Subscription 
34·99 Burns Check 

Hans Hecht .. .. 
Burns Federation Song Book 
Vignettes .. .. 

100·00 President's and Vice-Presidents' Allowances .. 
Addressing Machine 

2-10 Bank Charges .. 
1·50 Transferred to Literature Fund 
3·11 Miscellaneous .. 

Balances as at 30th April, 1974: 
114·65 Deposit Account 
28·32 Current Account 

£1,644·11 

ATURE FUND 
PAYMENTS 

1972/73 
£100·00 Allowances to School Officials .. 

48·09 Expenses of Officials .. 
191·83 Schools Competitions-Printing 

Chronicle Survey .. 
830·00 Burns Chronicle Subsidy .. 
390·25 Scots Reader .. 
12·00 Competition prizes 
10·00 Donation .. 
37·62 A. MacMillan leaflet 
50·00 Administration .. 

Balances as at 30th April, 1974: 
18,127·00 £22,300 5% Treasury Stock .. 

6·24 Deposit Account 

£19,803·03 

1973/74 
£61·31 

71·63 
122·53 
846·94 
41·76 
3Hl0 
12·25 
41·75 
24·40 
8·00 

28-00 
78·43 

1·00 
33-42 
36·82 
4·20 

30·00 
100·00 
51·95 
3-75 

55-13 
45-68 

£1,731-95 

1973/74 
£100·00 

48-16 
242·05 
100-00 

1,112·59 

18,127·00 
0·13 

£19,719·93 
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BURNS CHRONICLE 
RECEIPTS 

1972/73 1973/74 
Balance as at 1st May, 1973: 

£1·84 Deposit Account £2-13 
138·30 Sales to Clubs 699·05 
143·21 Sales to Trade and Individuals 104·73 
345·66 Advertisements 302·87 

3-42 Interest on Deposit Account 11-61 
830·00 Transferred from Literature Fund 1,112·59 

£1,762-43 £2,232·98 

CENTRAL 
RECEIPTS 

1972/73 
Balances as at 1st May, 1973: 

1973/74 

£12,4040()() £15,200 5% Treasury Stock .. £12,404·00 
1·95 Deposit Account 70·10 

760·00 Interest on Treasury Stock 760·00 
8·15 Interest on Deposit Account 17·73 

10·00 Donation .. 

£13,184·10 £13,251·83 

GENERAL APPEALS 
RECEIPTS 

1972/73 1973/74 
Balance as at 1st May, 1973: 

£2·76 Deposit Account £2·92 
Donations received for: 

75·25 Jean Armour Burns Houses 42·25 
27-10 Scottish National Dictionary 72-10 
77·60 Conference Collection 
0·16 Interest on Deposit Account 1·63 

£182·87 £118·90 

VISITS 
RECEIPTS 

1972/73 1973/74 
Balance as at 1st May, 1973: 

£127·09 Deposit Account £209·17 
77·00 Donations: 

728 Melbourne Burns Club 12·28 
A. Johnstone, Australia 100()() 
G. A. Findlay, U.S.A. 200()() 
D. Fotheringham, Canada 23·80 

Jock Dyall Bequest 1,103·56 
5·08 Interest on Deposit Account 14·47 

£209·17 £1,393·28 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 129 

ACCOUNT 

1972/73 
£300·00 Editor's Allowance 

3·30 Editor's Expenses 

PAYMENTS 

55·50 Contributors' Allowances 
1,401·50 Printing, etc. 

Balance as at 30th April: 
2·13 Deposit Account 

£1,762-43 

FUND 
PAYMENTS 

1972/73 
£100·00 Kirkoswald Gravestones 

Convener's Expenses 
110·00 Jean Armour Burns Houses 
100·00 National Memorial Homes 
50·00 Burns House Museum 
50·00 Administration 

250·00 Scots Reader 
50·00 Glenbervie 

Balances as at 30th April, 1974: 
12,404·00 £16,000 5% Treasury Stock .. 

70·10 Deposit Account 

£13,184·10 

FUND 

1972/73 
Paid to: 

PAYMENTS 

£152·85 Jean Armour Burns Houses 
27·10 Scottish National Dictionary .. 

Balances as at 30th April, 1974: 
2·92 Deposit Account 

£182·87 

FUND 

1972/73 
PAYMENTS 

Balances at 30th April: 
Deposit Receipt 

£209·17 Deposit Account 

£209·17 

E 

1973/74 
300·00 
10·70 

101·32 
1,820·59 

0·37 

£2,232-98 

1973/74 
£37·74 

15·00 
200·00 
100·00 
50·00 
50·00 

12,777·80 
21·29 

£13,251·83 

1973/14 

£42·25 
72-10 

4·55 

£118·90 

1973/74 

£1,103·56 
289·72 

£1,393·28 
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1972/73 

£5-90 
2070()() 

7-36 
0·29 

£220'55 

1972/73 

RECEIPTS 

Balance as at 1st May, 1973: 
Deposit Account 
£300 4 % Consolidated Stock .. 

Interest on Stock .. 
Interest on Deposit Account 

RECEIPTS 

Balance as at 1st May, 1973: 
£1776·69 Deposit Account 

JOSEPH LAING WAUGH 

1973/74 

£5-90 
207·00 

8·40 
0'63 

£221·93 

RESERVE 

1973/74 

.. £2,744'04 
(Including E. Young Memorial Fund £50; 
Heritage Trail £100; Kirkoswald £100; 
Scots Reader £1,605'82 = £1,855'82) 

845·84 1973 Conference Surplus 
100·00 Kirkoswald 
735·82 Scots Reader 

51·60 Interest on Deposit Account 

£3,509'95 

532·20 

178·46 

£3,454'70 
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MEMORIAL FUND 
PAYMENTS 

1972/73 
£7·65 Paid to Southern Scottish Counties Association 

Balances as at 30th April, 1974: 
5·90 Deposit Account 

207·00 £300 4% Consolidated Stock 

£220·55 

FUND 

1972/73 
PAYMENTS 

Scots Reader 
£140·91 1973 Conference 

500·00 Transferred to Literature Fund .. 
25·00 1972 Conference Secretary 

£3,509·95 

Balance as at 30th April, 1973: 
(Including E. Young Memorial Fund £50; 
Heritage Trail £100; Kirkoswald £100; 
Scots Reader £1,274·72 = £1,524·72) 

Deposit Account .. 

1973/74 
£9-03 

5·90 
207·00 

£221·93 

1973/74 
£331-10 

115-94 
154-00 
25·00 

2,828·66 

£3,454·70 

KILMARNOCK, 1st June. 1974-We have examined the Books and Accounts of 
the Bums Federation for the year ended 30th April, 1974, and have obtained all 
the information and explanations required. We certify that the foregoing 
Financial Statement is in accordance with the Books, and we have verified that 
the Funds and Securities at 30th April, 1974, are correct. 

HENRY BROWN & CO., Chartered Accountants. 



132 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Moving adoption of the Financial Report, Mr. George McKerrow, J.P., 
Convener of the Finance Committee, explained the accounts in detail. The 
whole of the income from investments in the Literature Fund had had to go to 
the Burns Chronic/e, so delegates were asked to get their clubs to buy more copies. 

The Visits Fund looked as if the Federation would soon be able to assist 
someone to make a visit overseas. This was because there had been good 
support from overseas clubs and the late Jock Dyall had remembered the 
Federation in his Will. 

The income from the Laing Waugh Memorial Fund had gone as usual to the 
Southern Scottish Counties, who had distributed £50 of prizes to schools this 
year. 

Mr. Alex. Johnstone seconded the report and said Jock Dyall had been the 
founder of the Victorian Scottish Union in Australia and would have been 
delighted to think his bequest would assist someone some day to visit Australia. 
The report was unanimously accepted. 

SCHOOLS COMPETmONS REPORT 

Mr. Fred J. Belford and Mr. A. W. Finlayson submitted the following report: 
It is with pleasure that we submit this report on the progress of the Scottish 

Literature and Music Competitions for 1974. The interest in these Competitions 
shown by the Head Teachers, Staffs and Pupils is most encouraging. The numbef 
of schools and certificates awarded have increased in spite of the number or 
entrants showing a slightly downward trend from last year, the figures at the 
moment being: 

1973 1974 
No. of Schools 535 557 
No. of Competitors 141,393 137,616 
Certificates awarded 6,236 7,620 

From reports by Head Teachers it would appear that the standard of work 
done in the Literature Sections is very high, and thanks are due to the teachers 
concerned for this very promising state of affairs. 

The quantity and excellence of the Art exhibits are to be commended, and the 
increasing number of the drawings submitted gives ground for much satisfaction. 

Quite a number of requests for material suitable for Projects have been received, 
and these have been complied with. It is hoped the Schools Committee will 
have the pleasure of viewing some of these productions in the near future. 

Again the Executive of the Burns Federation thanks most gratefully Directors 
of Education, Head Teachers and Staffs for their co-operation and interest 
relative to these annual competitions, and special mention must be accorded to 
Mr. A. W. Bannerman for the excellent examination questions he set this year 
for the different age-groups in the literary portions of the Competition. 

F. J. BELFORD, A. W. FINLAYSON, Joint Secretaries. 
Mr. Belford, in giving his 41st Annual Report, said he had had 160,000 pupils 

recorded as competing but as many headmasters only gave the numbers actually 
doing the examination and did not include those who had participated but had 
been eliminated, he felt this was a very depleted figure. Also a large number of 
Burns Clubs presented medals, cups, shields, etc. to schools, but Mr. Belford 
was seldom notified of the numbers competing. 

Mr. Finlayson said there was a tendancy for schools to curtail written examina
tions. The competitions had had entries for the Art Competition from as far 
north as Sutherland, south as Wigtown and Kirkcudbright and Dumfries, 
Angus and Fife in the east and Argyll in the west and there would be certificates 
for art awarded this year. 

3,400 schedules for the competitions had been sent to the Directors of Educa
tion for distribution to schools. 

The report was unanimously accepted by acclamation. 
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THE 'BURNS CHRONICLE' 

Mr. James Veitch, the Editor, submitted his report as printed and said Mr. 
MacMillan would be giving all the up-to-date information on the Chronicle in 
his report. 

With an increased demand for the 1974 Burns Chronicle, 250 extra copies 
were printed and even more might well have been sold. The irony is that, owing 
to the unrealistic price at which they were sold, the cost of production far exceeded 
any profit that might have accrued. 

That apart, we naturally welcome this growing demand. At last year's Con
ference at Dumfries, Mr. M. McIntyre Hood, President, Scottish Burns Club, 
Edinburgh, suggested that the people who could solve the problem of low sales 
were those present at the meeting. He asked them to go back to their clubs and 
do something about it; and it may be that delegates acted upon his remarks. 

On the other hand, whilst the majority of secretaries are conscientious and 
enthusiastic, members of some Clubs do not buy the Burns Chronicle for the 
simple reason that it is never brought to their notice. When I met a member of 
one Club, which has a membership of 60, I asked him how he liked this year's 
issue. He had never seen a copy and added that their secretary had never 
mentioned it. 

We therefore appeal to all secretaries to whom this applies to produce the 
gratis copy and to take orders from those who wish to buy it. 

Oubs which purchased 20 or more copies: 

597 Burns Society of the City of New York 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 
220 Burns Club of St. Louis 
559 Coventry and District Caledonian Society 
48 Paisley Burns Club 
1 London Burns Club .. 

20 Airdrie Burns Club .. 
173 Irvine Burns Club 
10 Dumbarton Burns Club 

632 Symington Burns Club 
o Kilmarnock Burns Club 

35 Dairy Burns Club 
SOD New Cumnock Burns Club 
845 Tam 0' Shanter Burns Club, Coventry 
252 Alloway Burns Club " 
263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club 
469 Denny Cross Burns Club 
476 Border Cities Burns Club, Ontario .. 
701 Detroit Burns Club " 
275 Ayr Burns Club 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 

21 Greenock Burns Club 
33 Glasgow Haggis Club 
62 Cupar Burns Club 
95 Bolton Burns Club 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 
349 Howff Burns Club, Kilmarnock 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 
566 Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia 
811 Logangate Burns Club 

The report was unanimously approved. 

JAMES VEITCH, Editor. 

Copies 
165 
109 

51 
45 
41 
40 
38 
36 
35 
35 
30 
30 
30 
30 
27 
25 
25 
25 
25 
23 
21 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
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SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMMITfEE REP ORT 

I make no apologies for devoting most of this Report to the Burns Chronicle. 
Although 250 extra copies were printed to meet the demand for Chronicles this 
year, this was really a charity exercise, as the cost of printing each extra copy 
cost a lot more than the selling price. In fact, we lost over £1,000. Economics 
of this sort would alarm even a Chancellor of the Exchequer. As the Editor said, 
'the price of the Burns Chronicle has been unrealistic for years. Now it has become 
ludicrous'. 

The Executive formed a sub-committee to examine the matter and make 
recommendations. Meantime, an analysis of the Chronicle was being completed 
by the American publicist, Henry Nims. 

It was immediately evident that the price of the Chronicle would have to be 
increased and the number of free copies cut. (It isn't possible to alter the free 
distribution to clubs without an alteration to the Constitution). The Executive 
agreed with the Sub-Committee, that for 1975 the cost should be 75p paper, and 
90p cloth-bound to members, and Sop and lOOP to non-members. This would, 
at least, bring down the subsidy to an acceptable level. 

Presuming that our aim would be to increase the sales in spite of the increase 
in price how was that to be done? The Sub-Committee supported the 
Editor on the principle that the quality of the contributions must be main
tained. It has been suggested, however, that there should be some changes in 
type and format, to make the periodical more readable; that there should be 
greater use of pictures and photographs; that there should be an Editorial, 
letters to the Editor, Burnsian matters of general interest accompanied by a 
photograph, and all the paraphernalia that goes to the making of a modem 
journal. 

At the time of writing, the Sub-Committee has not had an opportunity to 
make representations on all or any of these to the Executive, but this should be 
accomplished before the Conference in September. 

Mr. Veitch has agreed that provided there is no hitch due to paper shortage, 
and provided he has not to wait till the October meeting for the composition of 
the new Committees the Chronicle could be available from 1st November. 
Thus it could be sold on St. Andrew's Nights and save the usual stramash at 
Burns Dinners. But the aim should be to provide such a revitalised Chronicle 
that there was a rush to buy. 

I wish to thank the Sub-Committee for their forward-looking endeavours. 
All changes cannot be made at once and readers must be patient. We can only 
hope that, as they say, 'cheynges are lichtsome'. 

The New Scots Reader is selling well, and on the recommendation of the 
Literature Committee, the Executive has agreed on a reprint, on the same terms. 
The more you buy and the sooner you buy them, the better for the Federation. 

ALEX. MACMILLAN, Convener 

In submitting the report Mr. MacMillan said the Federation members had not 
bought as many Scots Readers as expected although it was selling well to the 
public. 

The sales of the Chronicle had increased, but unfortunately owing to the 
unrealistic price last year, money was lost on every copy sold. This had been 
rectified and any increase in sales would now be beneficial. The Chronicle was 
to have a 'new look' with earlier publication date, varied type and layout, and 
new features including a correspondence column and a page devoted to humour. 
Each year there would be a personality profile on some prominent person in the 
Burns movement. 

The club which had sold the highest number of Chronicles in proportion to 
its membership was the Burns Club of St. Louis and they would be receiving 
as a memento a facsimile copy of the First Kilmarnock Edition. The Burns 
Club of St. Louis dates back to 1904 when they were appealing for funds to 
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erect at the World's Fair a reproduction of the Cottage at Alloway, and they 
could take credit for eight publications concerning Burnsiana. 

All alterations to the Chronic/e could not be carried out this year, but they 
had been agreed by the Executive and now it was up to the Clubs. 

The report was unanimously accepted. 
A lady from an Edinburgh Club suggested that a ladies page be included in 

the Chronic/e. 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Memorials Committee meetings were well attended during last year. 
We have co-operated with the Scottish Covenanting Society in the restoration 
of the Headstones in Kirkoswald Graveyard of the Tam 0' Shanter characters. 

Restoration work at Brow Well was considered, but the cost and the 
unfortunate tidal conditions prevented us from going on with the project. 

The Burns Statue in Walker Park, Newcastle on Tyne, has not yet been re
paired but this will be kept in mind. It has not yet been possible to get permission 
to erect signs at the entrance to Mount Oliphant and Mossgiel Farms, but we will 
try again. 

Provost Hamilton's House at the Glasgow Vennel, now the Porthead Tavern, 
may be demolished and a replica built on the same site; the Committee will 
keep a watching brief on this. 

Vandalism in the Kirkyard of Ayr Auld Kirk, has forced the Burgh Council 
to lay the listed Headstones fiat. Your Committee suggested that plaques might 
be attached to the stones to make them easily identified. 

During the winter strong winds damaged the trees at Leglen Wood; there 
was slight damage to the Memorial. 

I have again to remind all Clubs and District Associations, that the first 
priority must be given to ensuring that all Memorials and places of interest in 
their districts are kept in good order and any damage reported immediately. 

Mr. Thomson and I have attended all meetings of The Burns Heritage Trail, 
and have kept the Federation point of view with some success and some 
disappointment. Thanks is again due to Mr. Thomson and Mrs. Turner who keep 
the Committee supplied with all the information we require. 

GEORGE VALLANCE, Convener. 
Mr. Vallance submitted his report on Memorials and gave the up-to-date 

position regarding necessary repairs. Again he asked delegates to report on 
Monuments, etc., in their districts as the Memorials Committee depended on 
members to keep them aware of the condition of Memorials. 

Mr. John Melville, Rosebery Burns Club, Glasgow, moved approval of the 
report which was unanimously accepted. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

The following office bearers were duly elected: 
President-Provost Ernest Robertson, Dumfries. 
Senior Vice-President-Mr. James E.lnglis, Southwell, Notts. 
Junior Vice-President-Mr. R. A. B. McLaren, Edinburgh (after ballot). 
Hon. Editor-Mr. James Veitch, Tweedsmuir. 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer-Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, Kilmarnock. 
Schools Competitions-Mr. Fred J. Belford, Edinburgh. 

Mr. Albert Finlayson, Dumfries. 
It was agreed that Mr. Stenhouse had been more of a legal advisor rather than 

an Assistant Secretary and the Executive Committee was empowered to select 
his successor. 
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MOTION FROM AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION 
OF BURNS CLUBS 

Motion by Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs 'that the Burns Federation 
formulate a policy with regard to the dissemination of information regarding 
places of interest connected with Robert Burns in Ayrshire, and in other districts, 
and to ensure that this information be made readily available to Burns Clubs 
and Associations and tourists.' 

Mr. Gaw spoke t@ the motion and Mr. Gray seconded it, pointing out the 
necessity of collecting such information. This had been tried before, but it was 
hoped that this time the Memorials Convener would receive more support and 
that clubs would list all places of interest in their area and pass the lists to Mr. 
Vallance. 

PLACE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

The 1975 Conference would be in Dundee. Mr. Parnham issued an invitation 
to hold the 1976 Conference in Yorkshire with delegates based in Leeds Uni
versity. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Alex. Johnstone from Sydney, Australia, presented a cheque from the 
Canberra Burns Club of Australia for the Visits Fund and Mr. Anderson asked 
him to convey the Federation s appreciation to the club members. Mr. Johnstone 
said people in this country could not appreciate what a visit from an official of 
the Federation would mean to overseas clubs. He appealed to overseas clubs 
to support this fund and it was pointed out the Federation had agreed to give 
£1 for each £1 received. 

Mr. Johnstone said that Mr. and Mrs. Todd put forward the suggestion that 
overseas clubs should be informed of anyone emigrating to their country so they 
could welcome any new arrivals. 

Mr. Wm. Brown, Dunedin, suggested that overseas visitors should be received 
at Conferences by someone detailed to look after them, as often they were on 
their own and did not know anyone in the company. It would be appreciated 
if they could have someone to introduce them. It was agreed this was a valid 
point. 

Mr. Gray spoke in support of the coming trip to Moscow and the interest it 
had aroused. 

Mr. Macfarlane of Atlanta said the Burns Club of Atlanta had built a dupli
cate of the Alloway Cottage and said he had brought some leaflets and pictures 
for the delegates. 

The President then said it had been a memorable year for him. He thanked 
everyone for their support and declared the meeting closed. 

INSTALLATION OF NEW PRESIDENT 

At the start of the Conference Luncheon, which was held at the Grosvenor 
Central Hotel, Grosvenor Place, Edinburgh, Mr. Tom Anderson invested Provost 
Ernest Robertson, O.B.E., with the Burns Federation chain of office. The new 
President, in his reply, thanked the Associations which had nominated him for 
the office. He then presented Mr. Anderson with a Past President's badge, at 
the same time wishing him and his wife all the best in the future. 
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SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

On the Friday night, a highly successful civic reception by the Lord Provost 
of Edinburgh took place in McRoberts Pavilion, Ingliston. 

At the Conference Luncheon Mr. James E. Inglis, Senior Vice-President of 
the Burns Federation, proposed the toast to the City and Royal Burgh of 
Edinburgh. Bailie Robert W. Irvine replied. 

Mr. Telfer Dunbar, President of the St. Andrew Society, proposed the toast 
to the Burns Federation, and the President replied. 

On Saturday morning, ladies who were not attending the business meeting, 
were invited to a Coffee Morning at the Carlton Hotel. 

During the Luncheon, a collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
amounted to £140'50. 

On Saturday evening delegates and friends were the guests of Edinburgh 
District Burns Clubs Association at an enjoyable dinner and concert in Brunton 
Hall, Musselburgh. 

On Sunday morning delegates and friends attended divine service, conducted 
by the Rev. Gilleaspuig lain Macmillan, in St. Giles Cathedral. 

In the afternoon there was a coach tour of the Lothians, which included a 
wreath-laying ceremony in Canongate Kirkyard where homage was paid to 
Robert Fergusson. In Haddington Academy, delegates and friends enjoyed 
afternoon tea as guests of Haddington Town Council, a pleasant ending to a 
memorable weekend. 



BURNS CLUB NOTES 

1: BURNS CLUB OF LONDON 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rt. Hon. Lord Maybray
King. Other speakers at the dinner were Lord and Lady Strathnaver 
and Rev. J. Fraser McLuskey. 

Other events: During the winter a meeting of the Vernacular 
Circle was held each month with guest speakers, the season finishing 
with a 'Lads and Lasses' night. 

A wreath was laid at the Bums Statue on the Embankment 
before the commemorative service at Crown Court Church. 

A. C. BROWN, 

Secretary. 
2: ALEXANDRIA BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Rev. Robert Paterson, M.A., B.D., F.S.A.(Scot.). 

Other events: Two Scotch nights were held, in November, 1973 
and March, 1974. 

Several members visited the Bums Country during the year and 
visited many places of interest which have been recorded on film. 

ROBERT L. KERR, 

Treasurer. 
5: ERCILDOUNE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 18th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. G. Anderson of 
Hawick. 

Other events: A social evening was held in the Red Lion Hotel 
on 6th April, 1974. Fifty members attended. 

M. H. DARLING, 

Secretary. 
7: THISTLE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1974, the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Sheriff Frances Middleton. 

Other events: The Benevolent Appeal realised £90. 
A wreath was laid at the Bums Statue in George Square, Glasgow, 

on 19th January, 1974. 
Prizes for Bums Competition were awarded to pupils of Adelphi 

Secondary School. 
JAMES McAULAY, 

Secretary. 
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10: DUMBARTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Club President, Mr. 
James Hulme. 

The annual appeal realised a total of £141 and was distributed 
among the usual charities. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner held on 30th November, 
1973. 

As in previous years, prizes were again awarded to the winners 
of singing and verse speaking in local schools. 

A further visit was made to places of interest in the Burns country 
in May and proved such a success that this looks like becoming an 
annual event. 

THOMAS WILSON, 

Secretary. 

11: CHESTERFIELD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. G. Lockhart, M.A., 
now of Sheffield, but a former headmaster in Stirling. 

During the evening inscribed scrolls were presented to two 
Honorary Life Members: Miss Elsie M. Salmon-a member for 
over 50 years and now aged 93; and to Mrs. Vi. W. Broom, who 
was the Association's Treasurer for 36 years, its President in 1937-38, 
and who, as the Burns Federation representative, has attended the 
Conference on 36 consecutive occasions. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner on 30th November, 1973, 
when the speaker was Lavinia Derwent, M.B.E., of Glasgow. 

W. T. CHAPPELL, 

Secretary. 

14: DUNDEE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro-
posed by Mr. C. Easton, Past President of the Bums Federation. 

Other events: Annual Club Dinner was held on 22nd June, 1974. 
A wreath was laid at the Burns Statue in Albert Square. 
Various social evenings were held throughout the year. One of 

the highlights of these was a talk on Scottish 'Who Dunnits' by 
Club member, Mr. J. Cargill. 

G. CURRAN, 

Secretary. 
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15: BELFAST BURNS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Very sorry to report that, owing to 

the troubles in Northern Ireland, it was not possible for us to have 
a celebration Dinner on the 25th January, 1974. Later we had a 
simple function just to keep together more or less. This was quite 
enjoyable and we trust that by January, 1975, we shall have peace. 

Other events: Members are looking forward to a summer outing. 
(Miss) MAY WHITE, 

Hon. Secretary. 
20: AIRDRIE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by The Honourable Lord 
Birsay, K.T., C.B.E., T.D., D.L., LL.D. 

Other events: The Club sold 37 copies of the Burns Chronicle, 
more than we sold for many years. 

The St. Andrew's Day Dinner was held on 30th November, 1973, 
when the toast 'Scotland' was proposed by Mr. John Smith, M.A., 
LL.B., M.P. MATTHEW P. KIDD, 

Secretary. 
Editor's Note: We warmly congratulate Airdrie Bums Club on 

their sales of the 1974 Burns Chronicle and hope that this upward 
trend will continue, not only in Airdrie but in other clubs. Here, at 
any rate, Airdrie Bums Club has set an example which is very wel
come indeed. 

21: GREENOCK BURNS CLUB (THE MOTHER CLUB) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Sir Donald Liddle who, as 
is our custom, was then inducted as Honorary President of the 
Club. 

£57·60 was collected for Burns Charities. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 30th 

November, 1973, when the Countess of Mar and Kellie was the 
principal guest and speaker. 

At this function a very handsome President's chain of office was 
presented on behalf of President John S. Thomson. His tragic 
death within less than twenty-four hours brought great sorrow to 
the Club. 

The annual spring outing to the Bums country was again held. 
The usual monthly meetings took place throughout the winter. 

D. MCSWElN, 
Secretary 



BURNS CLUB NOTES 141 

22: EDINBURGH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Sheriff Nigel E. D. Thomson. 

Other events: Monthly meetings were held during the winter 
months. 

HELEN M. MUIR, 

Secretary/Treasurer. 

33: GLASGOW HAGGIS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Lord Elgin. 

Other events: We have established an annual summer outing, 
visiting Ayrshire and, in particular, the ladies at the Jean Armour 
Burns Houses, Mauchline. 

DAVID WATSON, 

Secretary. 

35: DALRY (AYRSIDRE) BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Chairman, Mr. C. M. Fullarton, 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: The schools competitions were again carried out 
this year. 

Next year the Club will celebrate its 150th consecutive anniversary 
supper. We believe that we will be the first club ever to do so. 

36: ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 

W. WALKER, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. R. Lawrence. 

Other events: A social evening was held on St. Andrew's Night. 
A film show about Old Glasgow and the monthly meetings were 

well attended. 
The schools competition proved an outstanding success. The 

venue was kindly granted to us by the Kelvindale Bowling Club. 
Our usual donations were made to various charities. 

A. R. PEACOCK, 

Secretary. 
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37: DOLLAR BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dick Douglas, M.P., Oack
mannan and East Stirling. 

Other events: A special Burns Supper was held on 9th February, 
1974, when a capacity number of members and friends attended. 

On this occasion the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Miss 
Mary Aytoun, M.B.E., Clarinda Ladies' Burns Qub, Edinburgh. 

£20 was raised for the Harviestoun Memorial Appeal Fund. 
A. B. McIVER, 

Secretary. 

40: ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Charles C. Easton, F.S.A., 
Past President of both the Burns Federation and the Club. 

Other events: 28th November, 1973: St. Andrew's Night func
tion. 

On 21st and llnd April, 1974, a bus excursion to Inverness. At 
Elgin, members visited the Cathedral and were entertained by St. 
Giles' Burns Club. 

THOS. C. CoLTHART, 

Secretary. 

42: STRATHEARN BURNS CI,UB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. W. W. MacKenzie. 

GEORGINA B. LoWE, 

Secretary. 

45: CUMNOCK BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1974, the Main 
Toast was proposed by the President, Dr. David Tucker. 

Other events: Scottish Television did the Club the honour of 
asking us to arrange a special commemorative dinner. This was 
recorded on 16th January, 1974, and televised on the 25th. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jameson Clark, Chairman 
was Mr. R. D. Hunter, M.B.E. Other speakers were Mr. Denis 
Kirby, M.V.O., O.B.E., and Sheriff R. N. Levitt, O.B.E. 

K. H. MCCALL, 

Secretary. 
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48: PAISLEY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Club President, Mr. Henry 
Henon, Procurator-Fiscal of Glasgow, prosecuted his case for the 
'Immortal Memory of Robert Burns' with such oratory that we all 
vowed never to appear in his Court on the wrong side of the law! 

As 1974 marks the bi-centenary of the birth of Robert Tannahill, 
a founder of Paisley Bums Club, who is featured in an article in 
this Chronicle, tribute was also paid to him during the evening. 

Other events: Bus trip to St. Andrews where our guide was Mr. 
R. G. Cant, the leading historian of St. Andrews. 

CLARK HUNTER, 

Secretary. 

50: STIRLING BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. Professor Murdo Ewen 
Macdonald. 

HENRY ROBB, 

Secretary 

56: MUIRKIRK LAPRAIK BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Rev. James Currie was the 
guest speaker at our anniversary dinner which attracted a capacity 
gathering of 200 people. 

Other events: Mr. John McCulloch gave a lecture with slides on 
the Bums Heritage Trail on 7th May, 1974. 

Meetings are held on the first Monday of each month from 
September to May. 

A trip to the Kyle County took place on the first Sunday in June. 
Mr. John McCulloch acted as courier. 

JOSEPH MACKIN, 

Secretary. 

59: GOUROCK JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' was delivered by Douglas G. Bryce, Gourock. 

Other events: The annual Burns Competition was held at 
Gourock Primary School, over 60 pupils taking part. 

Twelve book prizes were donated by our Qub, one of the winners 
being a Chinese boy. 

ROBERT SMITH, 

Secretary. 
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62: CUPAR BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. B. Paterson, St. 
Andrews. 

ROBERT W. MACLEOD, 

Secretary. 
69: DUNEDIN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh, Rt. Hon. Jack Kane, O.B.E. 

Other events: On Sunday, 27th January, the Rt. Hon. Jack Kane, 
assisted by the Mayor of Dunedin, Mr. J. G. Barnes, placed a wreath 
on the Burns Statue in the Octagon, Dunedin. Following the 
wreath-laying ceremony, approximately 60 members attended 
Service in First Church, Dunedin, the first minister of which was 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Burns, a nephew of the Poet. The lessons at this 
Service were read by the President, Mr. J. K. McGrouther, and a 
Vice-President, Mr. A. T. Sutherland. 

On 28th January, a Burns Anniversary Concert was held in the 
Concert Chamber of the Dunedin Town Hall. 

The aub hold concerts throughout the year on the third 
Wednesday of each month. During the winter additional sub
sidiary meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

We continue to maintain a fraternal liaison with the Southland 
Burns Club in Invercargill and 60 of our members visited that Club 
on 22nd September, 1973, where they were the guests of the 
Southland aub at a concert and supper. 

The recently formed Canterbury Burns Club in Christchurch 
was visited by 60 of our members on 9th March, 1974, when we 
joined with the Canterbury members at a concert and supper party. 

Members of the Dunedin Burns Club Entertainment Group 
provided entertainment at old peoples' homes, rest homes and 
hospitals during the year. 

J. D. McDONALD, 

Secretary. 

72: PARTICK BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. David Johnstone, M.C., 
and the traditional toast of Old Partick by Mr. Robert R. M. Paul. 

RUSSELL A. SHARP, 
Secretary 
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89: SUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Secretary, Mr. W. K. 
Donnan, who stood in at very short notice for the guest speaker, 
who was taken suddenly ill. 

Other events: Probably the outstanding event was a visit to the 
Elizabethan Banquet at Lumley Castle when the President, Mr. 
Malcolm M. Mair, and Mrs. Mair were crowned Baron and 
Baroness and appointed in charge of the evening's proceedings. 

Club members demonstrated to the local 'Elizabethans' how to 
sing 'Auld Lang Syne' and properly set the seal on a 'richt guid 
nicht'. 

The Club sustained its programme of meeting fortnightly from 
end September until end April with excellent attendances through-
out. 

W. K. DONNAN, 

Secretary. 

95: BOLTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. Miller, President of Crosby Caledonia Society. 
Mr. Miller is a native of Greenock. 

Other events: Our monthly literary nights, which deal with talks 
on Bums or Scottish History, were well attended. 

Evening dances, weekly dancing classes and social events also 
took place. 

Our entertainment team went round old people's homes, hospitals 
and churches on behalf of charity. 

One of our members, Mr. Roberts of Sale, painted a portrait of 
Burns and presented it to the Globe Inn at Dumfries. 

A special coach tour took place in June to celebrate the 21st 
anniversary of the reforming of the Club on the 16th June, 1953. 
The founder member then was Mrs. J. Brooks and we are very lucky 
to have her with us still as a very active member. 

Mrs. Brooks is in her 81st year and for many years has been a 
regular delegate at the Conferences. 

W. G. DIGGLE, 

Secretary. 
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96: JEDBUROH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. David S. Walker. 

Life membership of the Club was conferred upon Mr. Charlie 
Hope in recognition of his services for more than 40 years. 

Other events: The School Burns Essay Competition, promoted 
by the Club, to encourage an interest in Burns in the youth of the 
town, was won by Miss Alison Bridges of Jedburgh Grammar 
School. She was presented with a voucher for £3·50 at the school's 
annual prize-giving. J. K. PATON, 

Secretary. 

112: BURNS HOWFF CLUB, DUMFRIES 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. Nisbet, M.A., Ed.B., 
H.M. Inspector of Schools, Dumfries. 

Other events: On 25th January, 1974, following a Commemora
tive Service in St. Michael's Church, Mr. Nisbet laid a wreath on 
the Poet's tomb in the Mausoleum on behalf of the Club. This 
ceremony was attended by Provost Robertson, other civic dignitaries, 
and representatives of other local Burns Clubs. 

In September, 1973, a coach outing to Ayrshire was held. Mem
bers took the opportunity to attend the Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service in Dunlop Church. Special thanks are due to the minister, 
the Rev. J. Currie and to Mr. and Mrs. T. MacMillan of the 
Kilmarnock Cronies Burns Club who acted as couriers during the 
outing. 

In May and June, 1974, to coincide with the local civic week, 
the Club promoted a 'Tam 0' Shanter' reciting competition in 
association with the Hole i' the Wa' Burns Club. The final, held in 
the Globe Inn, attracted a large and enthusiastic audience. Several 
clubs from as far afield as Dunblane and Darlington were repre
sented, and all eight finalists were of an exceptionally high standard. 
The winner proved to be Mr. Robert Shankland, Sanquhar, who 
received a trophy and a cash prize. The adjudicators were Mr. J. 
Glass, Alloway, and Mr. A. W. Finalyson, Dumfries, of the Burns 
Federation. 

The usual social functions were held during the year, including the 
Ladies' Night Supper when the retiring President, Mr. W. M. 
Farrell, addressed the company. D. SMITH, 

Secretary. 
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116: GREENWANING BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 1st February, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. D. Mackenzie, M.A., 
Auchterarder. 

A collection uplifted on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
realised £15. 

NORMANURE, 

Secretary. 

124: NINETY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by the Rev. G. I. Macmillan, M.A., B.D., Minister 
of St. Giles. 

Other events: Mr. Robert B. K. Stevenson, Keeper of the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, spoke at the 
autumn dinner. 

Mr. Gavin A. Catto, O.B.E., Director of the East of Scotland 
College of Agriculture spoke at the spring dinner. 

J. C. MCVITIIE, 

Secretary. 

149: ELGIN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was to have been proposed by Dr. W. McL. 
Dewar, C.B.E., M.A., D.Litt., F.R.S.E., F.R.S.A., of Edinburgh, 
who, unfortunately, took ill some days before. The breach was 
gallantly filled by Rev. Andrew Steele, B.Sc., F.R.I.C., A.R.C.S.T., 
A.T.C.L., of St. Andrews, who stepped in at a late date. 

W. D. G. CHALMERS, 
Secretary. 

152: THE HAMILTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President of the aub, 
Stuart Clink, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.A.S. 

Other events: During the summer of 1974 the Club once again 
awarded prizes to the four senior schools in the town of Hamilton 
in connection with the Scottish Literature Competition. About 
1,000 pupils took part in the competition, which is arranged by the 
staff at each school. 

L. PATTISON, 

Secretary. 
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153: SCOTIISH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: All arrangements for this 70th 

Anniversary Dinner had been completed but owing to insufficient 
applications for tickets, the function had to be cancelled, otherwise 
the Club would have incurred a serious financial loss. 

Other events: Our annual visit to the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
in Mossgiel had to be cancelled for the second year in succession, 
as again it had not been possible to obtain the necessary comple
ment to meet the travelling expenses. 

On 19th January, 1974, the Club was represented by our 
President, Mr. John C. McNicol, at the Burns Statue wreath-laying 
ceremony in George Square, Glasgow. 

On 6th August, 1974, the Club entered 6 fours in the Annual 
Competition for the McLennan Cup, organised by the Burns Bowl
ing Association. We are pleased to report that one of our Rinks 
was successful in winning this handsome trophy which was 
accepted on behalf of the Club by our President, Mr. John C. 
McNicol. 

Usual monthly meetings were held from October to March. 
We deeply regret the passing of several of our members, including 

Mr. Andrew Stenhouse, J.P., M.A., LL.B. (Life Member), who 
was also Hon. President and Assistant Hon. Secretary of 'The Burns 
Federation'. K. E. FISHER, 

Secretary. 
158: DARLINGTON BURNS ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Sidney Adamson of 
Musselburgh. 

Other events: Due to the fuel crisis, the larger programme of 
events which had been organised were not as successful as we had 
hoped. 

A bus trip to Dumfries in June proved to be very popular and we 
hope to repeat this event next year. 

T. W. CHATER, 
Secretary. 

167: BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
AND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Kerr. 

FRANCES A. D. HIGHWAY, 
Secretary. 
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173: IRVINE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by the President, Rev. Robert D. Sawers. 

The guest of honour was Rev. David Sillar, great-great-grandson 
of 'Dainty' Davy, our founder Vice-President in 1826. 

Other events: Wreath-laying ceremony with other Irvine Clubs 
at the Statue on Irvine Moor. 

Burns supper for our senior citizens at Woodlands. 
Highly successful fund-raising barn dance in May and children's 

festival at Marymass. 
St. Andrew's Night with naturalist, David Stephen, as principal 

speaker. 
Varied winter programme. 
The Museum continues to flourish and there is a warm welcome 

for all federated members and Burns' lovers. 
ANDREW HOOD, 

Secretary. 

187: GALASIDELS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. Aitken, M.A. 

DAVID WILKINSON, 

Hon. Secretary. 

190: PORT GLASGOW BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Owing to poor support and lack of 
funds the Club had to abandon attempts to hold a formal Burns 
Dinner. Instead an informal meal was enjoyed by our few staunch 
members. 

We are still trying to retain interest and a renewed attempt is 
being made to encourage others to join the Club. 

Other events: A coach tour took place to Ayr and the Burns 
country. 

CoLIN MACKENZIE, 

Secretary. 

192: AYRSIDRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 

The Burns Federation has again honoured our Association by 
electing Mr. Thos. Anderson as Federation President. Mr. 
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Anderson is a Past President and Hon. Secretary of our Association. 
Our first Lady President, Mrs. Jean Anderson, at the end of the 

A.G.M., held in Ayr Station Hotel, entertained the Association to 
tea. 

Well attended quarterly meetings were held in the Club rooms of 
Alloway, Ayr, Irvine Valley (Newmilns) and Irvine Bums Club. 

The Old Parish Church of Irvine was the place of our annual 
Church Service. Mr. S. K. Gaw, President, gave the Address and 
Mr. T. Anderson, Federation President, read the Lessons. 

The President laid wreaths on the Burns Statue, Ayr, in January 
and July. 

The Association was well represented at the annual service at 
Leglen Wood, where the oration was given by Rev. Brian Tomlinson 
of Cumnock. 

Prizes were provided to Kilmarnock Academy, St. Joseph's R.C. 
Academy, and the Ayrshire Musical Festival by the Association. 

GEORGE VALLANCE, 

Secretary. 

197: WINNIPEG BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: At our annual Robert Burns 
memorial dinner, Mr. Graeme T. Haig, Q.C., delivered the toast to 
the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Mr. Justice Peter Taraska proposed a toast to 'Canada'. 
Our Bums Trophy for annual competition at the Highland Games 

was presented to the winning pipe band by President Alex. Cross. 
In addition to our regular meetings, the annual picnic took place 

at Sinawik Bay. 
E. R. EVANS, 

Secretary. 

198: GOREBRIDGE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: At our Bums Supper the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. G. Montgomery. 

A School Bums Supper was held on 8th February, 1974, with 120 
children from three schools taking part. 

Other events: We ran a school outing to Ayr, where 120 children 
had lunch in Mauchline and met Mr. J. Gray and Mr. T. Anderson, 
who told the children a great deal about the history of the Burns 
country. 

RICHARD YOUNG, 

Secretary. 
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217: ESKDAILL BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, our chief 

guest was Mr. John Elliot of Langholm. 
Other events: Monthly informal and information discussions 

were held with guest speakers at each meeting, including Dr. C. M. 
Grieve and Mr. John Thomson, Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Burns Federation. 

In the National Tam 0' Shanter reciting competion held in 
Dumfries in June, the Club's representative, Mr. Alex. Pool, 
Langholm, was second. 

(Mrs.) SHEENA T. ELLIOT, 
Secretary. 

220: THE BURNS CLUB OF ST. LOUIS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On January 26,1974, the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by our long-time member, Mr. L. M. 
Stewart, a native of Dumbarton. 

Our speaker was Professor John Dressel of the English Depart
ment of Webster College in St. Louis and himself a poet. 

STEPHEN T. KOHLBRY, 
Secretary. 

Editor's Note: We thank Mr. Kohlbry for his letter and are glad 
to know that the Burns Chronicle meets with the enthusiastic 
approval of his Club. 

226: DUMFRIES BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. Yellowlees. 
On the morning of 25th January, 1974, the Club President, Mr. 

D. M. Ferguson, laid a wreath at Burns Statue. 
In the afternoon a short commemorative service was held at St. 

Michael's Church attended by civic dignitaries and members of the 
various Burns Clubs of Dumfries. Mter the service the Club 
President presided at a short wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Mausoleum in the churchyard. 

Other events: The Rev. D. Poitie, our principal speaker at the 
St. Andrew's Night function, spoke of the Kirk in Scotland in 
Burns's time. 

Honorary membership of the Club was conferred on Mr. A. 
Martin. 

WM. I. MCJANNET, 
Secretary. 
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236: WHITEHAVEN BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: In the presence of 94 members and 

friends, comprising a blend of Scots, Cumbrians and English, our 
President, Mr. James Quin, proposed the toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory'. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night, 1973, was celebrated in 
traditional style with a dinner dance. 

In March, 1974, an illustrated lecture on Czechoslovakia was given 
by Mr. E. Hall, and another, an illustrated lecture on Canada and 
U.S.A., by Mr. Roland Taylor. G. YOUNG, 

Secretary. 
238: BURNS CLUB OF ATLANTA 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by G. A. Findlay, who repre
sented the Burns Club of Atlanta at the Annual Conference of the 
Burns Federation held in Dumfries in 1973. 

Other events: The Burns Club of Atlanta was one of the sponsors 
for the First Annual Highland Games held at Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, on 20th October, 1973. 

WILLIAM J. BROWN, 
Secretary. 

252: ALLOWAY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by Rev. Donald M. Caskie, M.A., St. Cuthbert's Parish 
Church, Monkton and Prestwick. 

Other events: October, 1973: 'Bums and Music,' by P. A. Lyle, 
Esq. 

St. Andrew's Night, November, 1973. Talk by W. T. H. Inglis, 
M.A., and musical entertainment by the Saynts Theatre Group, 
from Clarkston, Glasgow. 

February, 1974. The annual concert given by pupils of Alloway 
Primary School, enabled the Club to donate £23·00 to the Scottish 
National Dictionary Association. Our thanks are due to the 
teachers and headmaster, Mr. J. Glass, for this event. 

March, 1974. Film night, given by a member of the Club. The 
film, which was introduced by Dr. Strawhom, was entitled 'Ayrshire 
Lang Syne,' and was made by the local schools, etc. Approxi
mately 40 members of Symington Bums Club were guests on this 
occasion. 

The usual prizes were donated to the winners of the Burns 
Competition in Alloway Primary School. 
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The 150th anniversary of the opening of the Burns Monument, 
Leglen Wood Service, wreath-laying at Bums Statue Square, and 
the annual Church Service to Irvine were all well attended by 
officials and members of the Club. 

GEORGE A. BRYAN, 
Secretary. 

263: GLASGOW MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bro. Samuel K. Gaw, Irvine 
Bums Club. 

Other events: During the session Mr. Dell, City Archivist, Mr. 
Ian Bowman and Mr. S. A. J. Oldham, O.B.E., N.D.H., Glasgow 
Director of Parks, gave a talk and slide show of Glasgow. 

Bro. Rev. J. Stewart Lochrie, P.S.G.M.M., spoke of his work 
with the deaf. 

The annual bus run took place to Mauchline. 
We as a Club have been privileged on occasions to act as guide 

to other clubs visiting Glasgow and this year we had 681 Cronies 
Kilmarnock and 314 Edinburgh Scottish. We would be happy to do 
so for any club wishing to visit our city. 

On 23rd February, 1974, our Children's Verse Speaking 
Competition was held. 

LESLIE S. MCGREGOR, P.P., 
Hon. Secretary. 

275: AYR BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. D. M. Moffat, M.A., 
of CarInichael Parish Church. 

Other events: Our annual concert in st. Andrew's Church on 
21st February, 1974, in which all schools in Ayr took part, was 
arranged and conducted by our Council member, Mr. J. D. 
Cairns, M.A., F.E.I.S. 

This year Ayr Burns Club has doubled its contribution to each 
school for providing prizes to their pupils taking part in the 
competition. 

Our summer outing took place to the Museum and Broughton 
House, Kirkcudbright on 2nd June, 1974. 

On St. Andrew's Night, 29th November, 1973, our speaker was 
the Rev. E. T. Hewitt from Loudoun Parish Church. 

WILLIAM GRAHAM, M.A., 
Secretary. 
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284: NORTH-EASTERN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, with Rev. 
John Leitch presiding, the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Dr. W. Gordon Dustan, Ph.D. 

Other events: The Club's new meeting night is now the third 
Thursday of each month, except July and August, at the Scottish 
Hall. 

ALEX. MACDONAW, 

Secretary. 

293: NEWCRAIGHALL WELFARE 'POOSIE NANSIE' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by David S. Allan, B.Sc., 
Dip.Ed., Rector of Preston Lodge High School. 

Other events: The result of our annual bowling match for the 
'Poosie Nansie' Shield was as follows: Niddrie 7 pts., Jewel 6 pts., 
Burns 0 pts. 

The Club donated seven prizes of the works of Robert Bums to 
seven schools in the district. 
Th~ Robert Kelly singles Bowling Shield was won this year by 

our newly '~lected Chairman, Mr. Wm. Duncan. 
GEORGE FLOCKHART, 

Secretary. 

303: VICTORIA ST. ANDREW'S AND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the Hon. 
Tommy Douglas, M.P., gave the address to the 'Immortal 
Memory' at a Bums Dinner which was followed by a concert and 
ball. 

The addresses, piping in of the haggis, etc., were televised. 
Other events: Meeting at the Bums Monument in Beacon Hill 

Park on 27th January, 1974. Members of all the Victoria Scottish 
Societies joined our annual 'get together' in the Kirk Hall. 

We have a St. Andrew's dinner and ball, Hallowe'en party, 
Christmas party, New Year frolic and a Strawberry social in June 
before recessing for the summer. 

On 1st July, 1974, our 'Dominion Day,' we will have a trip by bus 
to Nanaimo, ferry to the mainland, bus to Stanley Park, back by 
ferry to Shwartz Bay and thence to Victoria for a dinner and 
social evening. LILY SUTHERLAND, 

Secretary. 
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307: EDINBURGH AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 18th January, 1974, the guest 

speaker was the Rev. T. Hewitt. 
Other events: On 29th March, 1974, Mr. Tom Anderson, 

President, Burns Federation, was guest of honour. 
Various functions during the session. 
Summer bus outing to Dumfries. 

G. HENDERSON LAING, 
Secretary. 

310: MAUCHLINE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. I. U. Macdonald of 
Tarbolton. 

The record sum of £30·50 was raised for the Jean Armour Homes. 
Other events: Attendances have again improved at all meetings, 

formal and informal, the subjects covering a wide range of Scottish 
subjects. 

A most successful joint evening with the Catrine Burns Club is 
to be repeated. 

A lottery in aid of the Club's funds raised £61, the prizes being 
the topical ones in January, 1974, of gallons of petrol. 

A film show of 'Ayrshire Lang Syne,' given to senior citizens, 
attracted an excellent audience. 

D. I. LYELL, 
Secretary. 

314: SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB (EDINBURGH) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Gordon M. R. 
Bennett. 

In the audience were 23 Russian students, with tutor interpreters, 
who were on an educational course at Moray House Training Coll
ege. 

Other events: At the bazaar in aid of Burns Conference Funds, 
the 'Scottish' was in charge of the tearoom, the lady members 
providing all the necessary fare. 

On lst June, 1974, the annual outing took place to Eyemouth via 
the East Coast. 

Monthly meetings were held from October to April. 
(Mrs.) JESSIE A. BRUCE, 

Secretary. 
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323: KIRKCUDBRIGHT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Ian Henderson, Brechin. 
ADAM GRAY, 

Secretary. 

329: NEWARK AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Borthwick from 
Cherry Willingham, Lincoln. 

Other events: A Hallowe'en party was held on 25th October, 
1974, and a St. Andrew's Night dance has been arranged for 30th 
November, 1974. 

E. HAMILTON, 
Secretary. 

340: BALERNO BURNS CLUB (LET IT BLAW) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: A grand nephew of one of our 

founder members, John Nelson Baillie, proposed the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: Our Church of Scotland Minister, Rev. David 
Ogston, D.O., agreed to become Chaplain of the Club, the first we 
have had since Dr. David Stewart, D.O., died in 1946. 

Children's School Bums Competion was held on 28th January, 
1974. Book tokens were awarded and the first in each section went 
forward to compete in the E. & D.F.B.C. 

A silver cup, gifted by the late Alick Robertson, who was a mem
ber of our Club, is awarded to the winner of an essay on Burns and 
is held for a year. 

A Bums Supper was also given by the children on 1st February, 
1974. 

WM. R. SHANKS, 
Secretary. 

346: OAKBANK MOSSOIEL BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. W. McBride, East 
Calder. 

(Mrs.) E. G. WALKER, 
Secretary. 
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349: HOWFF BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. William Graham, M.A., 
Ayr. 

Other events: On 20th January, 1974, several members attended 
the annual Burns Church Service at Irvine. 

On 25th January, 1974, a wreath was laid on behalf of the Club 
by the Secretary at Bums Statue, Ayr. 

On 21st July, 1974, several members attended the wreath-laying 
at Ayr; a wreath was laid by our President. 

We also attended the service at Leglen Wood. 
A copy of the New Scots Reader and a Burns Chronicle was 

awarded to the winner of the School Bums Competition in James 
Hamilton Academy. 

(Mrs.) ENEZ LooAN, 

Secretary. 

360: LOCHEEBURNSCLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 19th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by one of our members, Mr. 
Jas. Kerr. 

Other events: Members of the Club took part in 27 Burns Suppers 
and concerts at old folks' homes, pensioners' clubs and also other 
institutes. 

Members attended Burns Services in St. Andrew's and St. 
Columba's Churches. 

Members also laid a wreath at Bums Statue at Albert Square on 
21st July, 1974. 

We hold a Burns Nicht every Monday to help the members 
understand the old braid tongue. 

The official opening of the new Club took place on 10th April, 
1974. The ceremony was performed by Bailie J. L. Stewart, who 
was deputising for Lord Provost T. W. Moore. He was accom
panied by the Lady Provost Mrs. T. W. Moore. The official party 
was: Bailies C. Farquhar, A. Inglis, Mr. T. G. Small, Mr. H. Gilles' 
Mrs. J. L. Stewart, Mrs. C. Kidd and Mrs. Myles. After the cere
mony Rev. J. Mackay Nimmo, M.A., Club Chaplain, gave the 
Blessing. 

I must record that Bailie J. L. Stewart's profound knowledge of 
the Bard impressed everyone in the hall. 

E. EDWARDS, 

Secretary. 
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366: LIVERPOOL BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: 1974 is the 50th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Club, and this was celebrated at our Burns Dinner 
on 26th January, 1974. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our President, Mr. 
Robt. Anderson. 

Other events: The Club suffered a grievous loss by the death of 
Mr. D. C. Wright, our Treasurer and a Vice-President. He was 
also a founder member of the Club and a Past President. 

A Bums recital, lectures and social evenings were held during 
the winter months. 

MARGARET J. BROWNLIE, 

Secretary. 

370: DUNDONALD BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: 
Editor's Note.. Please see 'Regiment Honours Dundonald Bums 

Club' on page 71. 
Other events: Annual St. Andrew's Night Dinner; monthly 

meetings in the Castle Hotel from September to April; and ladies' 
night in September. 

In June, 1974, a party of 54 children from Dundonald Primary 
School were taken to Mauchline and Burns' Cottage, Alloway, on 
a day outing. 

After ten years as Treasurer, Sid Nichols retired and was presented 
with a suitably inscribed tankard to mark the occasion. 

ROBERT KIRK, 

Secretary. 

377: KILBIRNIE ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. James Currie, 
Dunlop Parish Church. 

Other events: The Club held its annual Hallowe'en dance and its 
usual winter talks with guest speakers. 

The Club's final evening took the form of a 'Question Time,' 
having a panel of members froOl Glasgow Roseberry and Masonic 
Burns Clubs, Irvine Bums Club and our own Club Treasurer. 

Club meetings take place on the first Wednesday of each month 
in the Milton Hotel, Largs Road, Kilbirnie. 

W. J. SMITH, 

Secretary. 
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378: EDINBURGH AND DIsnuCT BURNS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
A wreath-laying ceremony took place at Burns Monument on 

20th January, 1974. 
Christmas bazaar and prize draw. 
Verse and song competition. 

G. HENDERSON LAING, 
Secretary. 

393: ANNAN LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. Duncanson. 
Delegates from Annan clubs attended the dinner and for the first 

time, President Mrs. Shearer and Secretary Mrs. Kirkland from the 
Dumfries Ladies' Oub were also present. 

Other outstanding events: Because the Federation Conference 
was held in Dumfries the Club invited over 500 to tea in the Comer 
House Hotel. The President, Mrs. O'Donnel, welcomed everyone 
and introduced Provost Graham. 

Monthly meetings were well attended. The speaker for St. 
Andrew's Night was Mrs. Beck. 

We also held a Christmas party. 
The annual trip was to Moffat. (Mrs.) MARY BLACK, 

Secretary. 

401: BRIG-EN (WAVERLEY) BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Police Judge John Cowan of 
Dumfries. R. AGNEW, 

Secretary. 

403: FRASERBURGH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by David Hewitt, M.A., Ph.D., 
of Aberdeen University. 

The President paid special tribute to Mr. James B. Kay, who had 
been Secretary and Treasurer since 1957. Mr. Kay, who is now 
residing in Kirkcaldy, became a member of the Oub in 1948 and 
was President in 1961. For his services to the Oub he was made 
an honorary life member in 1964. ROBERT WATT, 

Secretary. 
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417: BURNLEY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by Mrs. Greta Greig, Mr. Jack Rowan and Mr. Dan Jones, 
M.P. for Burnley. 

Mr. Peter Walker, B.B.C. Northern Singers, sang Burns's songs. 
Film show for charity, ceilidh in March, and St. Andrew's ball. 

(Mrs.) GRETA GREIG, 
Secretary. 

426: SAUCHIE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Wm. Barker, Alva. 
A most interesting item during his address-Mr. Barker's own 

property-was his production of a Kilmarnock Edition of Robert 
Burns's poems. 

Other events: Annual meeting and tattie and herring supper took 
place on 19th October, 1973, and the annual dance on 3rd Novem
ber,1973. 

Interest in the Club's activities is being maintained, especially by 
younger members. 

DAVID S. ROBERTSON, 
Secretary. 

437: DUMFRIES LADIES' BURNS CLUB NO. 1 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. Campbell, Dalruscan. 
Other events: Even during fuel cuts, etc., our Oub met monthly 

and meetings were well attended. 
An evening drive to Ellisland was much enjoyed. 
Our usual prize was gifted to the musical festival and our senior 

members received gifts at Christmas. 
(Mrs.) E. KIRKLAND, 

Secretary. 

443: BURNS CLUB OF VICTORIA, B.C. 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Hugh Ross, our Oub 
President. 

Other events: Several luncheons and afternoon teas were held 
and a special showing one evening of the beautiful slides 'In the 
Steps of Robert Burns'. 
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A fall outing was arranged for 4th September, 1974. 
This started with a bus and ferry trip to Squamish, from where we 

travelled over a hundred miles through the beautiful province of 
British Columbia, leaving 8 a.m. and arriving in Victoria 9 p.m. 

(Mrs.) KAy CLARKE, 
Treasurer. 

454: ROTHERHAM AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by John Scott. 
Other events: The President's Reception took place on 5th 

October, 1973, and we also held a New Year Evening buffet dance. 
ROSEMARY M. REASKEELE, 

Secretary. 

462: CHELTENAHM SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John M. Fraser, Reader 
in Psychology at Birmingham University. 

Other events: Various traditional functions took place through
out the year including President's ceilidh, St. Andrew's Dinner, 
Hogmanay ball, Highland ball, Hallowe'en party. 

Highland and country dancers met weekly and demonstration 
teams were kept busy in helping local organisations to raise money 
for numerous charities. 

G. L. ARIELL-WRIGHT, 
Secretary. 

469: DENNY CROSS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 18th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by T. Fergus, a former President 
of the Club. 

Other events: We have been very active through the season 
providing singers and speakers for Burns Suppers run by various 
organisations in the town. 

We started the season with a social evening at Dollar, followed 
by our usual monthly meetings. 

F 
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At our St. Andrew's Night function the Club showed its appreci
ation to Mr. T. Fergus and Mr. T. Stocks for their services. 

We visited the Borestone Burns Club, Westerton Arms Burns 
Club, and also visited a local factory. 

The Club gave Bums books to the local school for Bums com
petitions. 

We suffered a great loss in July by the passing of Mr. T. Bryson, 
a founder member of the Club. 

470: ELGIN ST. GILES BURNS CLUB 

D. BLAIR, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1974, Mr. Albert 
Slorach, Headmaster of Kinloss Primary School, proposed the 
'Immortal Memory', and received the scroll of Hon. Membership 
from Mr. John Thomson. President. 

Other events: A company of 51 members of Aberdeen Burns 
Club were entertained to afternoon tea and a conducted tour of 
Elgin Cathl:dral. 

LoUIS G. GOWANS, 

Secretary. 

503: DUNBLANE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. Kenneth Dron, Headmaster of Brechin High 
School. 

T. A. TuRNBULL, 

Secretary. 

511: PERTH ROBERT BURNS CLUB (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1974 the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. J. Gray. 

Other events: Bus trip to Yanchep Park and a guest afternoon. 
Members visited clubs in Adelaide and Melbourne, South 

Australia, and enjoyed their hospitality. 
New arrivals to Western Australia are always made welcome. 

JANET RUSSELL, 

Secretary. 
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516: THE AIRTS BURNS CLUB, PRESTONPANS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. James Reid. 
Other events: Monthly dances throughout the year. 
A bus drive to East Lothian and Berwickshire. 
A Burns concert during the Prestonpans Civic Week. 

WALTER M. MUIR, 
Secretary. 

530: SOUTHERN SCOTTISH COUNTIES BURNS ASSOCIATION 
The annual Church Service was held in St. Michael's Church on 

25th January, 1974. Provost E. Robertson, J.P., O.B.E., and repre
sentatives from Burns Clubs were in attendance. The wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Mausoleum followed thereafter. 

Twenty-four schools and 2,566 pupils took part in the Literature 
Competition and 11 prizes were donated. 

Quarterly meetings were held in the Globe Inn. 
The main event was the Burns Federation Conference, held in 

Dumfries in September, 1973, when 561 representatives attended. 
(Mrs.) MARY SHEARER, 

Secretary. 

556: CALEDONIAN SOCIETY OF DONCASTER 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Gordon D. Pratt, Hon. 
Secretary of the Society and a Past President. 

Other events: Charity dance raised £36·00 for Cancer Relief, and 
old folk's parcels were distributed at Christmas. 

At the N.E.M.A.S.S. verse-speaking competition the Anderson 
Wilson Trophy was won by David Hopkins and the Bob McHale 
Trophy was won by Simon Hopkins. Their father, Mr. Joe Hopkins, 
won the adult section. G. D. PRATT, 

Secretary. 

559: COVENTRY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. Albert W. Finlayson, Joint 

Convener of the Schools Competitions, proposed the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 30th 
November, 1973. The now 'traditional' raffle for the Royal 
Caledonian Schools realised £52. 
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In May, 1974, the Treasurer, Mrs. C. Neale and her husband 
attended the anniversary dinner of the schools. 

The thriving junior dance team took part in a Festival of Remem
brance and Youth in Coventry Cathedral on 12th November, 1973. 

A. M. MACDoWALL, 
Secretary. 

561: LONDON (ONTARIO) BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Reports,: The Rev. R. B. Cumming, B.A., 
B.D., was our guest speaker. 

During the evening a presentation was made to Past President 
Robert Clements, and new members were presented with their 
diplomas. 

Other events: Our Club has now started regular monthly meetings. 
The Club roster was reviewed and a new membership roll has 

been published. 
New ideas for activities in the future are being promoted and all 

looks well for the future of the Club. 
R. CLEMENTS, 

Secretary. 

570: SCOTTISH CLANS ASSOCIATION OF LONDON 

Anniversary Dinner Report: At the. annual Dinner and Dance 
our Chief, Lord Macpherson of Drumochter, J.P., presided. Our 
chief guests were Lord Drumalbyn with Lady Drumalbyn. 

Other events: The Burns Nicht concert at the Royal Festival 
Hall was highly successful. Kenneth McKellar, Penelope Mackay 
and Evelyn Campbell sang Bums's songs and John Laurie gave 
Bums's poems to a packed house. The Scots Guards' band and 
dancing by the Caledonian Schools and the Clan's Dancers gave a 
further Scottish flavour to the evening. 

The concert raised £1,000 for charities. 
w. P. RAFFAN, 

Secretary. 
571: THE EDMONTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, over 400 
Edmontonians gathered to hear the 'Immortal Memory' proposed 
by Mr. 'Jock' Thomson, Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Bums Federation. 

Other events: The Club met regularly throughout the year, the 
occasions including the President's banquet and a ladies' night. 

R. M. ALLAN 

Secretary. 
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572: CHESTER CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The principal toast was proposed 
by the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Day was marked by a special service 
at St. Andrew's Church which was attended by members of the 
Association and other local Scots societies. 

A dinner and ball was held at the Grosvenor Hotel. 
The Association's 90th anniversary was marked by members 

attending St. Andrew's Church, followed by a short party at which 
an anniversary cake, baked by the President's wife, was cut. 

580: CUMBRAE BURNS CLUB 

T. S. LEA, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Robert Bums, President of 
the Haggis Club of Glasgow. 

The sum of £31 was donated: £25 for the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses and £6 for the Scottish National Dictionary. 

Other events: St. Andrew's and Ladies' Night Dance was held 
on 30th November, 1974. 

This function is always a complete sell out, a great number of 
the guests coming from the mainland. 

JAMES C. ALLAN, 

Secretary. 

593: BARRMlLL JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. R. H. Porter, of 
Glasgow. 

Other events: In addition to the monthly committee meetings we 
held a St. Andrew's Night function and also four 'open nights', with 
guest speakers. B. C. BEARE, 

Secretary. 

612: TORRANCE MASONIC SOCIAL AND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the guest speaker, Dr. 
Swinney. 

An appeal for the 'Jean Armour Burns Houses Building Fund', 
by A. B. Wilson, P.P., raised a total of £30. 
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Other events: On 3rd February, 1974, the Club joined Glasgow 
Masonic Burns Club in a joint Service in Colston-Milton Church, 
the service being conducted by the minister, the Rev. John M. 
Stewart, Hon. President of the Torrance Club. 

The Club competed in the usual bowling matches during the 
summer with Glasgow Masonic Bums Club and Lodge Caledonian, 
195. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 1st December, 1973, when 
the guest speaker was Mr. Oliver Brown, M.A. During the evening 
the Club's Hon. President presented 11 Past President Jewels. In 
turn, he and the Hon. Vice-President were presented with Jewels of 
office. 

The Club would like to pay tribute to those who supported our 
functions in times of extreme cold and during power cuts. Without 
this type of loyal support, no Club can survive the changing social 
patterns of our time. FRED C. JORDAN, P.P., 

Hon. Secretary. 

626: MOFFAT AND DISTRlcr BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Mr. Vincent, Kirtle 
Manse, Kirtlebridge, by Dumfries. 

Other events: Usual monthly meetings were held from October 
to April. CHARLES J. YOUNG, 

Secretary. 

627: KINROSS JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by John Stewart, Kinross. 
There was a record attendance of 150 and we are happy to record 

a good intake of young men in our membership. 
We have to note with regret the passing of ex-Provost Arthur 

Emslie, Kinross, one of our oldest members. JOHN KIDD, 
Secretary. 

630: COALSNAUGHTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by William Graham, M.A., 
President, Ayr Bums Club. 

A collection uplifted on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
amounted to £20. 

The members' wives' Dinner was held on 22nd January, 1974, the 
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'Immortal Memory' being proposed by Mrs. Molly Rennie, 
Cambuslang. 

Other events: 27th October, 1973: Hallowe'en party for the 
bairns, 8th June, 1974; annual picnic to Craigtoun Park, St. 
Andrews; and on 21st July, 1974, members and their wives 
attended the wreath-laying ceremony at Ayr and also the service 
at Leglen Wood. 

Books were awarded to winners of School Burns Competition 
and also presented as gifts to the infant class. 

During the year visitations between a number of Clubs took 
place. 

The visit of the Executive Committee of the Burns Federation 
on 22nd June, 1974, when the quarterly meeting was held within 
our Club Room, was indeed a great occasion for us, and Club 
members are conscious of the great honour it was to act as hosts 
to the Federation Executive. A. C. CooK, 

Secretary. 

632: SYMINGTON BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Provost Ernest Robertson, 
Dumfries. 

Collection taken on behalf of the Burns Houses and Burns 
Memorial Homes Mauchline amounted to £17·25. 

Other events: Outing to Trossachs and Callander with sail on 
Loch Katrine. 

St. Andrew's Night celebration with Rev. J. Glennie, Mauchline, 
as guest speaker. 

Oub represented at Burns Church Service at Irvine in January 
and in July at wreath-laying ceremony at Ayr, a wreath being laid 
by the President. 

In March, members were guests of Alloway Burns Club when 
film 'Ayrshire Lang Syne' was shown. 

Two silver cups were presented to the Club for annual competition 
for recitation of Scottish poetry and singing. These were presented 
to the overall winners of the School Burns Competition and book 
prizes were awarded to all the winners. 

Usual functions during the session and usual donations given to 
charities. 

We deeply regret the passing of two of our members, Mr. A. 
Medine and Mrs. E. Speirs, both loyal members and good friends 
of the Club. (Mrs.) JEAN ANDERSON, Secretary. 
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646: CLEAR WINDING DEVON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. David Malcolm, M.A., 
LL.B., a Past President of Stirling Bums Club. The Club was also 
delighted to welcome for the first time Mr. John Gray, J.P., of Ayr, 
who rendered various Bums recitations. 

Other events: St. Andrew's celebration was held on 30th Novem
ber, 1973, when the guest speaker was Mr. Wm. Barker. Five other 
social evenings were held at monthly intervals during the winter 
season. 

An active interest was taken in the activities of the local Area 
Federation and the immediate Past President of the Club, Mr. R. 
Law, Was elected Vice-President of the Federation. 

Two of our members, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, were presented 
with gifts to mark their departure for South Mrica. 

Paul Kennedy, a founder member and Past President, was elected 
Hon. President. 

A feature of the redecorated Club Room is an exquisite Burns 
mural supplied by Messrs. Maclay (brewers of Alloa) and owners 
of the premises. 

A theatre outing was held to Glasgow on 12th January. 
(Mrs.) ANNA LAW, 

Secretary. 

648: CARRON BRIDGE CRONIES CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. lain Primrose. 
LAWRENCE F. SHERRY, 

Secretary. 

657: FALLIN GOTHENBURG BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. T. Coulter, Tullibody. 
Proceeds of a raffle in aid of area funds amounted to £11'70. 
Collection on behalf of the Jean Armour Homes amounted to 

£6·00. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night was held on 30th November, 

1973, when the Club President, Mr. J. Young, proposed the toast. 
The Club's annual outing took place on 9th June, 1974, to Dum-

fries. J. MILROY, 
Secretary. 
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659: DUNDEE BURNS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bailie J. Douglas Beedie. 
Other events: The annual Bums Service was conducted in St. 

Andrew's Parish Church, Dundee, on Sunday, 27th January, 1974, 
by our own Honorary President, Rev. T. R. S. Campbell, B.D. 

The usual lectures and concerts took place during the session, 
with only one cancelled owing to the power and lighting crisis. 

A fund-raising coffee morning and bring-and-buy sale realised 
over £50. DAVID W. BElT, 

Secretary. 

660: LANGHOLM LADIES' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. C. M. Grieve (Hugh 
McDiarmid). 

Other events; The season started off with a social evening where 
the Vice-President submitted a report on the Bums Federation 
Conference held at Dumfries. 

An item of particular interest to members was the outstanding 
success of the senior pupils of Langholm Academy in the Art 
section for schools. 

This was followed by whist and dominoes and the sum of £5 
was donated to the local branch of the National Society for Cancer 
Relief in memory of Miss Mary Graham. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated with a dinner and musical 
evening. 

The closing meeting of the Season was held on 28th February and, 
after dinner, slides were shown by Mr. MacMillan. 

(Mrs.) N. L. C. McINTOSH, 
Hon. Secretary. 

661: LEAMINGTON AND WARWICK CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Drummond Bone, 
M.A.(Glas.), lecturer, University of Warwick. 

Other events: President's night; St. Andrew's Night Dance; 
Hogmanay party; Highland ball; supper evenings;· and film even
ing in aid of Isle of Barra Social Funds. 

(Mrs.) K. M. OLLElT, 
Secretary. 
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664: THE WEST KILBRIDE BURNS CLUB 
AnniVersary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Reid of Ardrossan. 
H. G. SHOWELL, 

Secretary. 

665: GARTMORAN LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Owing to the fuel crisis we were 

forced to cancel our Anniversary Dinner in 1974. 
Other events: We regret that Mrs. Fudge, our President for many 

years, has had to retire because of illness. A presentation was 
made to her in June, 1974. 

Our annual outing took place to Largs. 
We hold our meetings on last Wednesday of every month from 

October to March. (Mrs.) M. RAMAGE, 
Secretary. 

683: STRATFORD-UPON-AVON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alex. McDowall of 
Coventry. 

Other events: President's evening in September. St. Andrew's 
Supper, and annual Church Service. 

(Mrs.) J. M. DENTON, 
Secretary. 

695: KILMARONOCK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Reports: On 25th January, 1974, the guest 

speaker was Mr. Robert Hosie, Dumbarton. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 30th 

November, 1973. 
In March and October members' social evenings were also held. 

MAY CALDWELL, 
Secretary. 

696: WHITLEY BAY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY OF SAINT ANDREW 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jas. Miller, Coatbridge. 
Other events: On 30th November, 1973, we held our St. Andrew's 

Ball. Guest speaker was Mr. W. Pollock, Wallsend. 
(Miss) J. H. CoLVILLE, 

Secretary. 
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698: TURRIFF BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was 

proposed by W. Ettles, M.A., Keith. 
GEORGE MORRISON, 

Secretary. 

699: CHOPPINGTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was given by Past President and Club member, 
Mr. James Pattison. 

Other events: A special ladies' night buffet dance took place on 
2nd March, 1974. 

lst September, 1973: coach trip to 'Border Country'; 27th 
October, 1973: Hallowe'en buffet dance; and 24th November, 
1973: St. Andrew's Night function. J. E. GODDEN, 

Secretary. 

701: THE DETROIT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our own member, Mr. Mat
thew Burns Bryson. 

·Other events: As is customary, the Detroit Bums Oub placed 
a wreath at the Bums Statue in Cass Park, Detroit, Mich., on 
26th January, 1974, and after a brief talk by President Hugh 
Ringland, the twelve members present went to the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Smith in Dearborn, Mich., for lunch and refreshments. 

In the past year, four of our members have passed away: William 
Whyte, Alex. Robertson, William Gray and Past President Ben. 
Hailstones. 

In April, the members entertained their wives with a lunch and 
dance. SAMUEL R. DICKEY, 

Secretary. 

706: NORTH LINDSEY SCOTS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. G. A. McCutchean 
of 'The Manse,' Clackmannan. 

Other events: The President's reception took place in October, 
1973; St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance on 31st November, 1973; 
and our Scottish evening in March, 1974. 

(Mrs.) ELIZABETH L. DAVENPORT, 
Secretary. 
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707: MALVERN SCOTS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Sydney Knight. 
Other events: The Club programme throughout the winter 

included a ceilidh, Hallowe'en and Christmas parties, whist drive 
and film evening and evenings of Scottish dancing. 

SPENCER W. NOBLE, 
Secretary. 

711: THE VICTORIAN SCOTTISH UNION 
The Melbourne Burns Club (Secretary, Mrs. S. Brown) is an 

affiliated Society of the above, and there are about 40 affiliated and 
associated Societies in the organisation (Scottish) throughout the 
State of Victoria. 

The Bard's birthday is commemorated with a service on the 
nearest Sunday at a statue placed in a very lovely garden in the City 
of Melbourne, and the Victorian Scottish Union is always associated 
with this service. 

The Annual Conference of the Victorian Scottish Union is held 
each year at a different venue on the first weekend in September. 
Last year it was at Teraug, a Western District town. This year it 
was held at the City of Warrnambool, also in the Western District. 

Wishing the Burns Chronicle every success. 
F. R. STEWART, 

General Secretary. 

718: THE ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF YORK 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. John Cook, M.A., 
from Kilmarnock. 

Other guest speakers included the Lord Mayor of York and the 
Sheriff. J. ROBERTSON, Secretary. 

720: RETFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mr. Robert 
Burns, M.P.S., M.I.Pharm.M. 

Other events: Functions included President's reception, Hallow
e'en children's party, a haggis supper on St. Andrew's Night and 
Hogmanay dance. 

Monthly social evenings and a joint evening with the Welsh 
Society took place during the season. D. I. WALKER, 

Secretary. 
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721: PLYMOUTH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, R. Glenne 
Mitchell. 

Donations were made to local charities. 
Other events: Nine members of the Plymouth Bums Club 

attended the Conference in Dumfries. 
The usual functions, including our lassies' night, were most 

successful. 
Despite the winter fuel restrictions the Club still managed to meet 

every month. 
M. JOHNSTON, 

Secretary. 

725: BEN CLEUCH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by Mr. A. Charters of Alloway. 

Other events: Our Cairn at Harvieston Castle, Dollar, is now 
looking extremely attractive, surrounded by roses, etc., and with a 
fine view of the Ochil Hills beyond. 

G. LEATHARD, 

Secretary. 

726: THE MELBOURNE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 4th March, 1974, the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Eli Stevenson. a Scot with a great 
knowledge of the works of Burns. 

The President of the Victorian Scottish Union, Mr. Hucker and 
Mrs. Hucker, along with many members attended. 

Mrs. S. Baillie, Honorary President of the Bums Federation and 
a Past President of the Club was also present. 

Other events: Owing to the illness and hospitalisation of our 
President, Mr. S. Rouse, no other outstanding events took place, 
excepting the annual Statue Service held in January, 1974. This 
year many Burnsians gathered to speak of Bums and to enjoy his 
poems. 

(Mrs.) STELLA M. BROWN, 
Secretary. 
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727: THE ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF DENMARK 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This year we celebrated the Society's 

25th Burns Supper. It was a memorable occasion on which the Rev. 
James Currie delivered the 'Immortal Memory' to about 100 
members and their guests. 

Other events: In December, 1973, the 'Danish Christmas Tree' 
was illuminated at the Mound in Edinburgh for the 25th year in 
succession. On this occasion our Hon. Treasurer, Miss Ellen Larsen, 
was the guest of the Lord Provost. 

The Night Ball was celebrated for the 25th time on 30th Novem
ber, 1973. 

The Society's Highland Games took place on Whitsunday, with 
many different Scottish games and four bands competing for the 
5th Interscandinavian Pipe Band Championship. 

(Mrs.) LISBETH OLSEN, 
Executive Secretary. 

728: TARBOLTON BACHELORS' CLUB COMMITTEE 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. C. W. Garven, Secretary of 
the Committee. 

Other speakers were Lord Bute, Chairman of National Trust; 
Mr. C. B. Esslemont, National Trust Executive; Mr. Nicholson, 
National Trust; and Rev. C. J. Birnie, Annbank. 

C. H. GARVEN, 
Secretary. 

733: ABERDEEN BURNS STUDY CIRCLE 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 19th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by one of our members, Mr. J. 
Walker, West Hill, Skene, Aberdeen. 

Other events: A feature of our monthly meetings has been 
discussions on various aspects of the life of Bums by the following 
members: Mr. Smith on Oarinda; Mr. Morree and Mr. J. Walker 
on Highland Mary; and Mr. Bailey on Bums's life in Dumfries 
from a new point of view. 

Mr. C. C. Easton, Past President of the Burns Federation, gave 
a talk on Burns's influence on the North East poets and also on 
the Mearns, the Fatherland of Burns. 

R. H. WATSON, 
Secretary. 
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744: DURHAM AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Anderson Wilson of 
Worksop. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner Dance, Scottish country 
dance, and a New Year dance. 

During the season, we were guests of the Sunderland Clubs at a 
ceilidh. J. STEWART TAIT, 

Secretary. 

745: NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Ian Airlie, who is a 
Past President of this Society. 

Other events: President's reception; St. Andrew's Dinner and 
Ball; New Year dance; spring ball; monthly social evenings and 
a golf outing to Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Course. 

A. M. FROOD, 
Secretary. 

751: WORCESTER SCOTS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: As we are a fairly small club we 

have had to substitute a Bums Supper in place of the more formal 
Dinner, and afterwards the evening ends with Scottish country 
dancing. 

Other events: As this is our 25th anniversary year we have 
arranged a ball to take place on 4th October, 1974. Unfortunately, 
Worcester hasn't a hall suitable for what we hope will be a big 
occasion (around 250) so we have had to book the Winter Gardens 
at Malvern. 

We also hope to arrange a get-together with some of the older 
members who resigned from the Society when they became infirm. 

(Mrs.) D. W. TANNER, 
Secretary. 

796: OATESHEAD AND DISTRICT ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 24th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mrs. J. L. 
Dawson, J.P. 

Other events: A coffee evening was held on 25th April, 1974. 
The annual outing on 30th June was by bus to the Border Country 

where we visited Carolside Gardens and the Hirsel at Kelso. 
A. A. BLACK Acting Secretary. 
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803: BOwmLL PEOPLE'S BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. C. M. Grieve (Hugh 
MacDiarmid). 

Other events: Entertainment was provided by the Club's 
Concert Party at Port Brae O.A.P., Kirkcaldy; St. Ninian's Church, 
Glenrothes; Chapel District W.R.I., Kirkcaldy; Bowhill O.A.P.; 
Auchterderran Church, Cardenden; and Strathkinness O.A.P., 
Kirkcaldy. 

Bums suppers were also organised at Kirkcaldy Bowling Club; 
Sinclairtown Railway Club; Links O.A.P.; Auchterderran 
Woman's Circle; Raith Rovers Supporters Club; Kirkcaldy 
Masonic; Dysart O.A.P.; and Port Brae O.A.P. 

Bums Competitions were held at Cardenden Primary School; 
Denend Primary School; and St. Ninian's R.c. School, all in the 
Cardenden District. There were 70 entrants from the above schools 
and valuable book prizes were given (18 in all), plus Bums Certifi
cates. 

JAMES EWAN, 

Secretary. 

808: PONTEFRACT AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. Anderson Kidd, a 
Past President. 

The function was attended by the Mayors of the three surrounding 
Boroughs, the last such function they will attend before their office 
disappears and the authorities are swallowed up in the new Metro
politan District Areas. 

Other events: President's evening, October, 1973, with Presidents 
of ten other local societies attending; st. Andrew's Dinner and 
Dance; visit to Edinburgh Tattoo; and a Scottish evening and quiz. 

Our Society was beaten in the final of the Inter-Societies Quiz 
organised by the Yorkshire District of the Bums Federation. 

Our pipe band successfully entered many competitions around 
the country. 

VALERIE RICHMOND, 

Secretary. 
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809: ALLANTON JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Ninian Gibson, M.A., 
a local schoolmaster. 

Other events: On 15th May, 1974, our Club held its annual 
School Burns Competition for singing and elocution, with pupils 
from three local primary schools taking part. The Alex. Neilson 
Trophy was won by St. Brigid's R.C. Primary School, Newmains. 

A sister club, Stonehouse 'A the Airts' invited our members to 
join them in a social evening on 31st May, 1974. 

(Mrs.) ELIZABETH ThAIN, 
Secretary. 

810: THE THIRTY-SEVEN BURNS CLUB, SHOTTS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Dr. J. F. Kerr Grieve, Ex-President, 

Hamilton Bums Club, proposed the toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory'. 

The platform decor had distinctive panel paintings by D. J. 
McDonald. 

Other events: At our 1973 st. Andrew's Comm., Dinner, we had 
the S. & D. Caledonia Pipe Band as our guests of honour in 
recognition of winning the World's Championship. We gave 
'Scotland Braw' its premiere. This new song by George A. 
Peddieson, of New Zealand, was very well received. 

JAMES A. HENDERSON, 
President. 

811: LOGANGATE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Harkness, a 
member of the staff of the Cumnock Chronicle. 

Other events: The annual st. Andrew's Dinner was held on 30th 
November, 1973, the principal speaker being Mr. Bob Lawrence. 

Monthly meetings took place from September, 1973, until 
April, 1974. 

The annual outing was held in June when we visited North 
Berwick, and finished with a social evening in Biggar. 

WALTER HALL, 
Secretary. 
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821: AYR MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

principal speaker was Cronie J. McClement, our Vice-President. 
Our Treasurer, Cronie J. Richardson, a Past President and 

Honorary President was presented with a gift on retiring from 
office. 

Other events: The ladies' night consisted of a visit to the theatre 
followed by a dinner and social evening. 

On this occasion, the Secretary, Cr. C. Stroyan, a Past President 
and President, received a gift on retiring from his office. 

Both Cr. Richardson and Cr. Stroyan had been in their respective 
offices for twenty years and, sad to relate, Jimmy Richardson has 
since passed away. He will be greatly missed. 

CHAs. P. STROYAN, P.P. 

822: MANSFIELD DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, Mr. James 

E. Inglis, Junior Vice-President of the Burns Federation, proposed 
the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: The usual functions and monthly meetings were 
held during the year. 

w. J. EDGAR, 

Secretary. 

825: 'CLARINDA' EDINBUROH LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Councillor Alex. B. McIver, 
Hon. Secretary of Dollar Burns Oub. 

Messages of good wishes were received from the Queen Mother 
and Professor Feldman of Moscow. 

Other events: On a day outing to Dumfries we visited St. 
Michael's Churchyard, Burns's House and Ellisland Farm. 

An evening outing also took place to Bolton Churchyard. 
The Club meets once a month in Club Rooms, Castle Street, 

Edinburgh. 
(Mrs.) B. HurrON, 

On behalf 0/ Secretary. 
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834: ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY (ALTRINCHAM, SALE AND DlSTRlcr) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' In Song 
once again made a successful function. In proposing the toast, 
R. D. Wilson gave the history of the songs, a number of which were 
sung by Graham Bruce. This especially pleased our English guests, 
who are appreciating Robert Burns more and more each year. 

Other events: All the usual functions were held during the winter 
season. 

The President's evening was also the occasion of his golden 
wedding celebrations. 

JOHN SNEDDON, 

Secretary. 

839: COLDSTREAM BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. T. Gemmel 
Campbell, M.A., F.S.A.(Scot.), from the Old Parish Church, 
Arbroath. 

Other events: A 'Nicht wi' Bums wi' the Women Folk' was held 
on 15th February, 1974. 

The toast was proposed by Mrs. Jean Anderson, Kilmarnock, 
Past President of Ayrshire Association of Bums Clubs. 

Mrs. Anderson was accompanied by her husband, Mr. Tom 
Anderson, President of the Burns Federation. 

Through our appeal in the Burns Chronicle for past numbers our 
collection is now complete. Many thanks! 

WM. JACKSON, 

Secretary. 

842: 'YE BONNIE DOON' BURNS CLUB, HAMILTON, ONTARIO 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Ian Deans, M.P.P. for Hamilton, 
Wentworth, proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: In July, 1973, members spent the day at the summer 
cottage of Wm. Lambie. 

On 26th April, 1974, we entertained the residents of Macassa 
Lodge, an old people's home, and also supplied the lunch. 

(Mrs.) J. CASSIDY, 
Secretary. 
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845: TAM 0' SHANTER BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. T. Skelly, who is a 
member of the 'Jolly Beggars Section' of the Club. 

The 'Jolly Beggars' Bums Supper was held in the Club on 31st 
January, 1974. 

Other events: A £45,000 extension has now been completed and 
we hope to have more facilities for the members. 

JAMES MCCAW, 
Secretary. 

862: MARKET RASEN SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 18th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Borthwick of Cherry 
Willingham, Lincoln. 

Other events: A donation of £40 was made to the Jean Armour 
Bums Houses. 

J. A. BELL, 
Secretary. 

870: MASSACHUSETTS SCOTTISH BURNS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 19th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Robert R. Matson, Secretary 
of the Association, and a toast to 'The Lassies' was proposed by 
Past President, Peter Stewart, and the address to the Haggis was 
delivered by David Munn. 

ROBERT R. MATSON, 
Secretary. 

872: EAST MIDLAND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Eight societies in this area cele

brated the 'Immortal Memory'. 
Other events: The annual outing was held at Burghley House, 

Stamford, on 15th June, 1974. 
IAN MACLACHLAN, 

Secretary. 
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874: MASONIC CLUB BURNS CLUB, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 
Anniversary Dinner Report: At our Anniversary Dinner, which 

was attended by 200 guests, the 'Immortal Memory' was given 
by Jock Gillespie who, despite his 87 years, revealed himself, not 
only a keen student, but a remarkably well-informed person on all 
aspects of the life of Robert Burns. 

Other events: Three very sad occasions fell upon our Club this 
year. Danny Stevenson, our immediate Past Chieftain, returned 
from a visit to Scotland, to learn that his wife Marianne, a great 
worker for our Club, had passed on prior to our Burns Dinner. 
Bill McGaffney, originally of Ayr, Scotland, and a survivor of the 
Burma Campaign, died on 5th January, 1974. Then Harry Birrell, 
from Dundee, who was a P.O.W. in Germany, also passed on. 
Harry carried in the haggis from the foundation of our Club. All 
three are greatly missed. FRED. LANG, 

Secretary. 

878: WORKSOP BURNS AND CALEDONIAN CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by Mr. James Paton, Port Glasgow. 
At our 1973 Burns Supper the report of which was too late for 

insertion in the 1973 Burns Chronic/e, the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. W. Brodie, Past President of the Club. 

Other events: 1972 and 1973 St. Andrew's Dances each attracted 
over 500 guests. 

Nemass Verse-Speaking Competition, Junior, was won in 1973 
by Margaret Macleod and in 1974 by Florence Miller. 

Worksop has held the Binnie Rose Bowl for past three years. 
The Pat McHale Trophy was shared by two children from 

Worksop and one from Doncaster Caledonian Society (under 6 
years). 

Eight functions were held during the year and donations were 
made to various charities. T. H. ENGLISH, 

Secretary. 

880: OTLEY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: A Burns Supper and Dance was 

held on 25th January, 1974. 
Other events: St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance was held on 1st 

December, 1973. 
(Mrs.) ELIZABETH M. WARNER, 

Secretary. 
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881: RUGELEY AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. J. Baillie proposed the toast 
to the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other events: A St. Andrew's Night function and an outstanding 
children's Christmas party were held in 1973. 

An evening trip took place to Coventry and a coach party visited 
Edinburgh Tattoo. 

P. T. ARKELL, 

Secretary. 

882: CANBERRA mGHLAND SOCIETY AND BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, we again 
paid tribute to our National Bard, Robert Burns. 

We are very fortunate that we can calion so many talented 
members for such an occasion. We are also proud that we can 
bring together not only those of Scottish birth, but people from 
every walk of life, whatever colour or creed, who have a deep 
regard and admiration for Bums. 

H. 'DusTY' MILLER, 

President. 

887: GAINSBOROUGH AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memoty' was proposed by Ian McMurdo, Esq. 

Other events: President's reception; St. Andrew's Day Service 
at Misterton Methodist Church, conducted by our member, Rev. 
Robin Napier; and annual ceiIidh, supported by Lincoln 
Caledonian and Lincoln Scottish Societies. 

LEW W. REID, 

Secretary. 

890: WOLLONGONG BURNS SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 19th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. A. H. J. Scruby. 

Other events: Social evenings were held in March, May, July, 
September and November. 

LACHLAN M. CmRNSIDE, 

Secretary. 
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893: THE NORTH BAY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by Mr. Rusty Cormack, a native of Perth. 
Traditional toasts and addresses were all given by native Scots. 
Other events: A children's picnic to Links Beach took place in 

July. 
Traditional functions are held throughout the year. Mr. Wm. 

Carson, a native of Catrine, honours the Club with monthly readings 
of various poems by Burns. 

(Mrs.) THELMA RUTH STIRLING, 
Secretary. 

894: BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Parnham, Chairman 
of Yorkshire District, and District Representative on the Executive 
Committee of the Burns Federation. 

Other events: Caledonian ball; St. Andrew's Day Church Ser
vice; Hogmanay party; and buffet dance. 

JOHN A. HARRISON, 
Secretary. 

895: WESTERTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Mr. Alan Campbell. 
The company was honoured by the presence of Past President, 

Mr. Mclldowie, who proposed the toast of the Westerton Burns 
Oub. 

Other events: The Club has moved its meeting place from Wester
ton Arms to Queen's Hotel, Bridge of Allan, and will in future be 
called Westerton Burns Club. 

At a social evening on 3rd May, 1974, lady guests of members 
were present, as were deputations from Denny Cross and Borestone 
clubs. 

On 15th June a successful evening function was held at 
Aberfoyle. 

W. JARDINE, 
Secretary. 
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897: GLENBERVIE BURNS MEMORIALS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our function was cancelled owing 

to fuel crisis. 
Other events: The Association held its annual business meeting 

in Laurencekirk. Among subjects dealt with was the cleaning and 
re-Iettering of the memorial to John Burness (the author of 
'Thrummy Cap' and the Poet's second cousin) in St. Peter's 
Cemetery, Aberdeen. This was carried out, much to the Associa
tion's satisfaction, by the Parks Department of Aberdeen 
Corporation. 

The Association joined with other Burns organisations in the 
North-East in a presentation to Mr. Charles C. Easton, the 
Association President, to mark his term of office as President of 
the Burns Federation. R. H. WATSON, 

Secretary. 

900: IRVINE VALLEY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2nd February, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Wm. Johnstone, 
Symington. 

Other events: Monthly meetings were held from September to 
April and a supper dance was attended on November 17th, 1973. 

On 2nd June, 1974, the annual outing was to Dumfries, where 
we were met by Mrs. Shearer and Mr. Cunningham. 

The Club was represented at the Burns Church Service at Irvine 
in January and at the wreath-laying service at Ayr and the Leglen 
Wood service in July. (Mrs.) HELEN P. R. McMILLAN, 

Secretary. 

902: NEWMARKET BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 23rd January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Harry Ewing, M.P. for 
Stirling, Falkirk and Grangemouth Burghs. 

Other events: Our President, Mr. William Muirhead, who is 
also an associate member of the Burns Federation, attended the 
annual Burns Supper of Laurieston B.C. Burns Club, a newly 
federated club held in Laurieston, on 1st February, 1974, and 
officially presented to their President, Mr. John Anderson, their 
Burns Federation Diploma. 

Two other meetings were held during the year. 
W. MUIRHEAD, 

President. 
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906: AYRSHIRE CONSTABULARY LITERARY AND DEBATING 
SOCIETY 
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Anniversary Dinner Report: Rev. James Dow of Lochranza 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Other toasts were all proposed by Club members. 
Other events: The 1975 supper will be the last under the existing 

club as, due to reorganisation of local government and the birth 
of Strathclyde Police Force, a new constitution will be necessary. 

908: 'BRITHERS BE' BURNS CLUB 

D. IRVING, 
President. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 31st January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Burns Federation. 

Other events: Members of the Club attended the ceremony at 
Leglen Wood. Roy ROBB, 

Secretary. 

911: BORESTONE BOWLING BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast to the 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Mrs. J. Mather and 'Tam 0' Shanter' 
was given by Mrs. D. Blair. Both ladies who are members of our 
Club received a standing ovation. 

Other events: The speaker at our St. Andrew's Night function 
was Mr. Alexander, M.A., B.A. ALEX. IRVINE, 

President. 

914: IPSWICH AND WEST MORETON CALEDONIAN SOCIETY AND BURNS 
CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Birrell, Deputy 
Chieftain. 

Only 26 attended owing to the disastrous Australia Day weekend 
floods. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Day Dinner Dance was held on 
17th November, 1973. A Bannockburn dinner dance took place on 
22nd June, 1974. 

A mini pipe band contest and fete was held on 1st June, 1974, 
in conjunction with Ipswich Thistle Pipe Band and Ipswich and 
West Moreton Scottish Country Dancers. 

(Mrs.) MARGARET CoWE, 
Secretary. 
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915: CANTERBURY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh, Mr. J. Kane. As the officially appointed 'Host Club' 
for the Scottish Team for the Commonwealth Games in Christ
church, we had among our guests, Lord and Lady Brechin, Mrs. 
Carmichael and Mr. W. Carmichael (Commandmant), Mrs. 
Heatly and Mr. P. Heatly (Manager), Mrs. Johnston and Doctor 
G. Johnston (Medical Officer). Doctor Johnston addressed the 
haggis and gave an outstanding rendition of 'Tam 0' Shanter'. 

Other events: During the 'Games', some of the team members 
were entertained by Club members and also taken 'on tour' to some 
of the scenic attractions. 

The Dunedin Burns Oub journeyed to Christchurch and joined 
with the Canterbury Bums Club for a concert in the Christchurch 
Town Hall. A social gathering of both Clubs followed at our Bums 
Club Rooms. 

Monthly friendship evenings with consistently high attendances 
have been held throughout the year. 

Monthly 'Discussion Group' meetings are held. Reading, dis
cussion and study, with attendant recordings of the spoken word, 
are entirely related to Bums. 

The spirit and philosophy of Bums is engendered at regular 
weekly meetings by men members of the Oub throughout the year. 

Our Ashburton members put on a Bums Evening every year 
which is attended by our Christchurch members. 

Life Membership Certificates were conferred upon both James 
and William Bruce of Ashburton for their outstanding service to 
the Club. 

Honorary Membership was conferred upon the Management 
Members of the Scottish Team to the Commonwealth Games. 

JANET GRANT, 

Hon. Secretary. 

916: HOLE I' THE WA' BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Andrew Charters, Ayr. 

Other events: During June, 1974, our Club joined forces to pro
mote a third 'Tam 0' Shanter' Verse-Speaking Contest with the 
Dumfries Howff Club. £60 prize money was shared by lst, 2nd 
and 3rd finalists plus the 'Daily Record' Cup, won by Robt. 
Shankland, Sanquhar. 
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Adjudicators, Mr. Albert Finlayson, Dumfries, and Mr. James 
Glass, Ayr, stated that the quality of reciting was of a very high 
standard. WILLIAM FERGUSON, 

Secretary. 

918: DOVER AND EAST KENT SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1974, the 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Major Jas. MacFarlane. 
Earlier in the evening our President, H. Hutchison and Piper J. 

Foster had the honour of appearing on Southern Television in a 
tribute to our Bard. 

Other events: Car run, barbecue, Scottish country dance, Hallow
e'en, Church Service, St. Andrew's Dinner Dance and other func-
tions marked a successful season. (Mrs.) IRENE A. FYFE, 

Secretary. 

922: CLUMBER BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was pro

posed by Mr. James Inglis, Junior Vice-President of the Burns 
Federation. 

Other events: A dinner and meeting was held at Royston Manor, 
Clayworth, on 17th November, 1973. 

On 4th May, 1974, a dinner and meeting was held at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Inglis. Guests of honour were President of the 
Bums Federation, Mr. Tom Anderson and Mrs. Anderson. 

(Mrs.) EVA E. REID, 
Secretary. 

926: THE ROSAMOND BURNS CLUB (GRETNA GREEN) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Club held its inaugural Burns 

Supper on 24th January, 1974, when a score of local enthusiasts and 
founders entertained a gathering of 86. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the founder President, 
Mr. John B. Maxwell of Gretna. 

Other events: On 5th April, 1974, the Club held a ceilidh and 
entertained a gathering of 150. 

Resulting from these activities the membership now stands at 
91. It is realised that many of these are 'guid nichters,' and it is 
difficult to assess the number of enthusiasts. This will evolve, 
however, with our plans to form a 'Speakers' Group' within the 
Oub. J. J. McCAFFERY, 

Secretary. 
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927 THE TARBOLTON CLUB OF EDMONTON 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 30th January, 1974, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the retiring President, Peter 
Reekie. 

Other events: The annual ladies' night and steak barbecue was 
held on 7th July, 1974, at Grant MacEwan Park, the home of the 
Edmonton Scottish Society. 

The Oub meets regularly to discuss the life and works of Burns. 
The by-laws of the Club are based on those of the Tarbotlon 

Bachelors' Club, although none of the sixteen members (limited) 
are bachelors! 

R. M. ALLAN, 

Secretary. 

928: AN COMUNN GAIDHEALACH 

Visit to Castle Bolton, Layburn (where Mary, Queen of Scots 
was imprisoned on her last journey south to Fotheringay). 

Other events included: First round of Inter-Societies Quiz, An 
Comunn v. Beverley; talk on Television Buying by Mr. Saul 
(Production Buyer, Yorkshire Television); and a members' 'Do it 
Yourself' social evening. 

(Miss) K. E. WINKLEY, 
Secretary. 

930: THE WHEATSHEAF BURNS CLUB, FALKIRK 

Other events: The inaugural meeting of the above Oub was held 
on Wednesday, 5th June, 1974, at which officials and committee 
members were appointed. 

Included among our members and present at the meeting was 
Provost James Mitchell, who will be Falkirk's last Provost, on 
account of the new Regional structuring. 

Mter the business meeting, an excellent 'Scots Night' was carried 
through. The principal guest was Mr. R. R. Shaw, Larbert, who 
talked about 'Other Scottish Poets'. Songs and readings were 
rendered by Messrs. D. Murphy, M. Gilfillan, I. Jenkins and I. 
Hunter. 

K. MACLEOD, 

for Secretary. 



LIST OF THE 327 BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1974. 

(Corrected to 31st October. 1974) 

No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
0 Kilmarnock Burns Club - 1808 1885 67 Rev. Melville A.Reid Hamilton, 84 John Finnie Street, 

Schofield Kilmarnock KAI IBX 
1 The Burns Club of London - 1868 1885 215 W. Young, C.B.E. A. C. Brown, 45 Cecil Park, Pinner, 

Middlesex HA5 5RJ 
2 Alexandria Burns Oub - - 1884 1885 150 Robert Armstrong John Barton, Cedar Cottage, 126 Middleton 

Street, Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 
0830DQ 

4 Callander Burns Oub - - 1877 1885 43 A. R. Thompson Alastair R. Thomson, Reuchbrae, Ancaster 
Road, Callander, Perthshire FK17 8EL 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club - - 1885 1963 60 David Thomson Mrs. Margaret Darling, 5 Everest Road, 
Earlston, Berwickshire TD4 6HD 

7 Thistle Burns Club - 1882 1885 50 J. Foster Gunn James McAulay, 32 Busby Road, Car-
munnock, Glasgow G76 9BN 

9 Royalty Burns Oub - 1882 1886 225 Robert Thomson Henry W. G. Kerr, 57 Crookston Road, 
Greer Glasgow G52 3QF 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club - 1859 1886 120 George S. Begg Thomas Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, 
Dumbarton G82 4ER 

11 Chesterfield and District Cale- 144 A. Wheeler Trevor Chappell, 26 Ashgate Avenue, 
donian Association - 1886 1886 Chesterfield 

14 Dundee Burns Club - 1860 1886 57 A. Glen G. Curran, c/o Dundee Burns Club, 37 
Union Street, Dundee - 15 Belfast Burns Association - 1886 1886 124 Mrs. Tom Allan Miss May White, 20a Cyprus Park, Belfast 00 

\0 BT56EA 



- No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
g 17 Nottingham Scottish Assoc. - 1871 1886 400 

20 Airdrie Bums Club - 1883 1885 117 

21 Greenock Bums Club - - 1801 1886 151 

22 Edinburgh Bums Oub - - 1848 1886 35 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club - - 1872 1886 100 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Bums Oub- 1825 1887 90 

36 Rosebery Burns Oub - - 1885 1887 70 

37 Dollar Burns Club - 1887 1887 80 

40 Aberdeen Bums Club - - 1872 1889 116 

42 Strathearn Burns Oub - - 1889 1890 20 

45 Cumnock Burns Club - - 1887 1891 123 

48 Paisley Burns Club - 1805 1891 37 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club - - 1870 1891 1325 

50 Stirling Burns Oub - 1886 1892 130 

President 
S. H. S. Dove 

Secretary 

Rev. George McCabe Matthew P. Kidd, 'Coorie Doon', Queen 
Victoria Street, Airdrie 

Walter Nisbet Duncan McSwein (Snr.), 3 Wei beck Street, 

H. J. Hayhoe 

Reginald Clark 

Greenock PA16 7RW 
Miss Helen M. Muir, 10 Blinkbonny Road, 

Edinburgh EH4 3HX 
David Watson, C.A., 147 Bath Street, 

Glasgow G2 4SN 
James R. M. Kelso W. Walker, 10 Braehead, DaIry, Ayrshire 

F. N. Skinner Angus R. Peacock, J.P., 12 Endfield Avenue, 
Glasgow G12 

Graham Richardson Alex. B. McIver, Harviestoun Lodge, Dollar 
FK147YP 

John Fraser Thomas C. Colthart, 39 ThomgroveAvenue, 
Aberdeen ABI 7XT 

John Duncan Mrs. G. B. Lowe, 10 Millar Street, Crieff, 
Perthshire 

Gordon C. Douglas K. H. McCall, 51 Richmond Terrace, 
Cumnock KA18 IDN 

J. A. Stewart, C.A. Clark Hunter, 'Holmdale', 27 Thomley 
Park A venue, Paisley P A2 7SD 

William Aitkenhead Peter Donaldson, 42 Bothwell Street, 
Glasgow G2 6NU 

Rev. Dr. David Dick Henry Robb, LL.B., 3 Pitt Terrace, Stirling 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
5S Derby Scottish Association 

and Bums Club - 1890 1893 383 John D. MacFarlane Robert Bryce, 14 Clifton Road, Allestre8, 

S6 Muirkirk Lapraik Bums Club 1893 1971 32 William Livingstone 
Derby DE3 2PH 

Joseph Mackin, 42 Logan Ave., Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KA18 3HB 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars Bums 
Club - 1893 1893 89 David H. Nelson Robert Smith, 105 Kim Drive, Gourock 

PA19IEG 
62 Cupar Bums Club - 1884 1893 112 Provost Andrew M. Robert W. McLeod, 'Dunvegan' Ashlar 

Scott, M.B.E. Park, Cupar, Fife 
68 Sandyford (Glasgow) Bums 

Club - 1893 1894 550 George F. Graham Mrs. Hazel Marshall, 'Hazeldean', 14Station 
Road, Neilston Road, Glasgow G78 3EE 

69 Dunedin Bums Club, inc. - 1861 1894 403 J. K. McGrouther D. McDonald, 181 Shetland St., Dunedin, 
New Zealand 

71 Carlisle Bums Club - 1889 1895 18 Dr. J. Stewart Moffat S. Sinclair, 3 Holme Close, Scotby, Carlisle 
CA48BN 

72 Partick Bums Club - 1885 1895 90 John C. Attrill Russell A. Sharp, 270 Dumbarton Road, 
Partick, Glasgow GIl 6TX 

74 National Bums Memorial and 
Cottage Homes, Mauchline 1888 1895 Sir Claud Hagart John Findlay, 299 West George Street, 

Alexander of Glasgow G2 
Ballochmyle, Bart. 

76 Brechin Bums Club - 1894 1896 60 Alex. L. Eggo David Young, "Glenavon," 19 Eastbank, 
Brechin 

82 Arbroath Bums Club - - 1888 1896 87 David Chapel, M.B.E. R. Robertson, 10 Gallowden Rd., Arbroath, 
Angus 

85 Dunfermline United Burns 
Club - 1812 1896 125 TheRt. Hon. the Earl J. Torrie, 14 Park Avenue, Dunfermline - of Elgin and Kincar- KY127HX \0 - dine, D.L., J.P., M.A. 



~ No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
N 89 Sunderland Burns Club - 1897 1897 82 

95 Bolton Burns Oub - 1881 1897 162 

96 Jedburgh - 1897 1897 60 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff Club - 1889 1899 

116 Greenloaning Burns Oub - 1889 1900 

120 Bristol Caledonian Society - 1820 1900 

124 The Ninety Burns Oub- - 1890 1902 

126 Falkirk Burns Club - 1866 1902 

133 Newarthill Burns Oub- - 1903 1904 

149 Elgin Burns Oub - - 1901 1905 

152 The Hamilton Burns Oub - 1871 1906 

153 Scottish Burns Oub - 1904 1906 

158 Darlington Burns Association 1906 1906 

90 

70 

280 

53 

200 

30 

120 

198 

125 

80 

President 
Henry McGeechan 

Mrs. A. Craine 

Richard Douglas 

Secretary 
W. K. Donnan, 5 Buxton Gardens, Sunder

land, SR3 lLZ 
Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, 

Darcy Lever, Bolton, Lancs. BL2 1PQ 
John Ker Paton, 2 Meadow Street, Jedburgh 

Rox. TD86HE 
William W. Dunbar D. Smith, 22 Cargenbridge, Troqueer, 

Dumfries DG2 8LW 
Peter I. McIntosh Norman Ure, 6 Drummond PI., Dunblane, 

Perthshire 
T. Johnstone Lieut. Comdr. D. W. Wooller, R.N., 

'Parkwood,' Hazelwood Road, Bristol, 
BS91PX 

Dr. J. R. Muir J. C. McVittie, W.S., 4 North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh, EH2 4HT 

John Liddell, F.C.I.S. Alex. Bennie, c/o Festus Moffat & Co., 
138 High Street, Falkirk FK11NP 

R. Paton Thomas Boslem, 82 MosshaII Street, 
Newarthill, Motherwell 

William Wittet, William D. G. Chalmers, Royal Bank 
C.B.E., J.P. Buildings, Elgin, Moray IV30 1DY 

Stuart Clink, Lisle Pattison, T.D., F.C.I.S., Lisdor, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.A.S. Glasford Road, Strathaven, Lanarkshire 

MLl06LL 
John C. McNicol 

George Walker 

K. E. Fisher, 160 Hope St., Glasgow 
G22TJ 

T. W. Chater, 26 Langdale Road, Darling
ton, Co. Durham DLl 4BP 



o No. NtJWU! 
167 Birmingham and Midland 

Scottish Society 

Inst. Fed. Members 

- 1888 1924 279 

169 Glasgow and District Burns 

President 

S. C. Mackay 

Association - - 1907 1908 15 aubs W. Page Burgess, 

173 Irvine Bums aub - 1826 1908 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars aub - 1909 1909 

187 GalashieJs Burns aub - - 1908 1909 

190 Port Glasgow Bums Oub - 1910 1910 

500 

9 

95 

12 

F.R.I.C.S. 
Rev. Robert D. 

Sawers 
Dr. R. McInroy 

Tom Purves 

Joseph Hill 

192 Ayrshire Association of Burn~ 1908 1910 28 Oubs Samuel K. Gaw Oubs- --

197 Winnipeg Burns Oub - - 1907 1911 38 Alex. Cross 

198 Gorebridge Burns Oub - 1906 1911 260 Archibald Lochrie 

199 Newbattle and District Burns 
Oub - 1910 1911 60 J. Telford 

209 Greenock St. John's Bums 
Oub - 1909 1909 Robert Miller 

to 212 Portobello Burns Oub - - 1892 1913 

50 

56 J. Stanley Cavaye 
~ 

Secretary 

W. F. Pringle, 48 Chesterwood Road, 
Birmingham, BI3 OQF 

John F. Brodie, C.A., 82 West Nile Street, 
Glasgow Gl 2QL (Interim) 

Andrew Hood, 'Chamberhouses', Irvine 
KA120JQ 

John Dorward, 17 Linfem Road, Dailly 
KA269SW 

D. Wilkinson, 27 Kenilworth Avenue, 
Galashiels TDI 2DD 

Colin McKenzie, 67 Pladda Avenue, Port 
Glasgow, Renfrewshire 

George Vallance,S Park Terrace, Lugar, 
Cumnock KA18 3LD 

Mrs. Helen Drayson, 121-2510 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
R3B ON9 

Richard Young, 23 Hillside Crescent South, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 

A. Wilson, 103 Sixth Street, Newtongrange 

Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot, 11 Murdieston 
Street, Greenock PAIS 4DT 

Robert Mackay, M.A., 'Quardene', Bryce 
Avenue, Edinburgh EH7 6TX 



- No. Name 
'i 217 Eskdale Bums Oub 

220 Bums Oub of St. Louis 

226 Dumfries Bums Oub -

236 Whitehaven Bums Oub 

Inst. Fed. Members 
- 1886 1913 150 

- 1904 1913 37 

- 1820 1913 106 

- 1914 1914 60 

President 
Arthur N. Elliot 

J. Gordon Forsyth, 
Jr. 

D. M. Ferguson 

James Quin 

237 Uddingston Masonic Bums 
Oub - 1914 1914 30 Joseph Polson 

238 Bums Oub of Atlanta - - 1896 1914 70 Ian MacFarlane 

239 Hawick Bums Oub - 1878 1914 904 Martin Deal 

242 Montrose Bums Club - - 1908 1915 120 R. M. Livingston 

252 Alloway Bums Oub - 1908 1918 160 James Glass, M.A. 

263 Glasgow Masonic Bums Oub 1919 1919 

274 Troon Bums Oub 

275 Ayr Bums Oub -

- 1920 1920 

- 1886 1920 

135 Hugh J. Bryden 

120 H. R. M. McOIlloch 

187 William Graham, 
M.A. 

282 The Bums Bowling Assoc. - 1898 1920 170ubs John C. McNicol 

Secretary 
Mrs. Sheena Elliot, 5 Academy Place, 

Langholm, Dumfriessshire DG13 OBA 
Stephen H. Kohlby, 32 WoodclitTe Road, 

St. Louis, Missouri 63124, U.S.A. 
William I. McJannet, M.A., B.Com., 4 

Albany Place, Nunholm Road, Dumfries 
DGIIJN 

G. Young, 9 Whalley Drive, Midgey, 
Whitehaven, Cumbria CA28 7SA 

Robert Paton, 91 Viewfield Road, Bellshill, 
Ll!narkshire 

William J. Brown, 1744 Ponce De Leon 
Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 30307, 
U.S.A. 

John Herbert, 21 McLagan Drive, Hawick 
ROX 

James F. Smeaton, 5 Whinfield Way, Mon
trose, Angus 

George A. Bryan, T.Eng.(CEI), A.M.I.T.E., 
20 Hawkhill Avenue, Ayr KA8 9JP 

Leslie S. McGregor, 120 Moss Heights 
Avenue, Glasgow G52 2TZ 

Robert C. Innes, 33 Donald Crescent, 
Troon, Ayrshire KAlO 6PJ 

Robert Cuthbertson, 'The Mount', 15 
Carrick Avenue, Ayr KA7 2SN 

John Melville, 24 Woodlands Road, Glas
gowG36UR 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
284 Philadelphia North-eastern 

Bums Cub - - 1896 1921 27 Rev. John H. Leitch Archie Bowman., 4120 E. Barnett Street, 
Philadelphia, P.A., 19135, U.S.A. 

293 Newcraighall Welfare Poosie 
Nansie Bums Cub- - 1921 1921 35 William Duncan George Flockhart, 173 Porto bello High 

Street, Edinburgh EH15 lEU 

296 Walsall Bums Cub - 1900 1922 150 G. H. Henderson W. A. Reid, 16 Harpur Road, Walsall, 
Staffs. 

303 Victoria St. Andrew's and 
Caledonian Society - 1872 1922 210 James McAulay Miss Lily Sutherland, 2315 Blanchard St. 

Victoria, B.C. V8T 4J4, Canada 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Associ-

ation - 1914 1922 195 Mrs. J. M. Merson, G. Henderson Laing, 50 MarrionviIle Dr., 
M.A. Edinburgh EH7 6BW 

310 Mauchline Bums Cub - - 1923 1923 76 H. S. Wallace D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East Park Avenue, 
Mauchline KA5 5BS 

314 Scottish Bums Cub, 
Edinburgh - 1920 1923 78 M. McIntyre Hood Mrs. Jessie A. Bruce, 9 Victor Park Terr., 

Corstorphine, Edinburgh EH12 8BA 
320 Troy Bums Cub - - 1903 1924 33 Neil Laird James A. MacAdam, 31 Cardinal Avenue, 

Albany, N.Y., 12208, U.S.A. 

323 Kirkcudbright Bums Oub - 1918 1924 104 Donald G. Clement Adam Gray, Jor., Ingleston, Borgue, Kirk-
cudbrightshire DG6 4UA 

329 Newark and District Cal. Soc. 1923 1924 125 Ronald McRobbie Mrs. E. Hamilton, 'Lindisfarne', 27 Mac-
Aulay Ave., Balderton, Newark, Notts. 

~ 336 Peterhead Bums Cub - - 1826 1925 180 Dr. David Daiches J. M. M. Smith, 13 Broad Street, Peterhead, 
VI Aberdeenshire AB4 6JA 



.... No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 340 Balerno Burns Oub - 1881 1965 34 Robert Brown William R. Shanks, 15 Deanpark Grove, 

Balerno, Midlothian EH14 7EA 
341 Leith Bums Oub - - 1826 1925 25 William Brunton T. Laidlaw, 6 Casselbank Street, Leith, 

Edinburgh, 6 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel Burns Oub 1923 1925 9 Mrs. Elizabeth Mrs. E. Walker, 31 Broompark View, East 

Jamieson Calder, Midlothian EH53 ODA 
348 Newton Jean Armour Burns 

Oub - 1924 1925 40 Mrs. M. Kennedy Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland Crescent, 
Cambuslang, Lanarkshire 

349 The Howff Burns Oub - - 1925 1925 38 Samuel Hannah Mrs. Enez Logan, IE Richardland Place, 
Kilmarnock KAI 3HF 

350 Markinch Burns Oub - - 1899 1925 120 James M. Brodie Robert Muirhead, Kirkforthar Feus, by 
Markinch, Fife KY7 6LR 

355 Calcutta Burns Oub - 1926 1926 55 F. McNeill W. D. MacGregor, National and Grindleys 
Bank Ltd., 19 Netaji Subhas Road, 

356 Bumbank and Dist. Masonic Calcutta I, India 
Burns Oub - 1826 1926 48 Adam Russell Charles C. Brownlie, 4 Yews Crescent, 

Hamilton 
360 Lochee Burns Oub - 1926 1926 246 Robert McNaughton Ernest Edwards, Ie Sharps Court, South 

Rd., Lochee, Dundee, Angus DD2 3UN 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 1878 1926 137 Dr. W. J. Liddle, W. Eccles, 'Greystead', 30 Dane Avenue, 

M.B., F.R.C.S.(Ed.) Barrow-in-Furness LA14 4JS 
365 Catrine Burns Oub - 1925 1926 40 Allan Stoddart Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird Avenue, 

Auchinleck, Ayrshire KA18 2JS 
366 Liverpool Burns Oub - - 1924 1926 70 Miss Phyllis Lee Miss Margaret J. Brownlie, 452 Queen's 

Drive, West Derby, Liverpool U 8UA 
370 Dundonald Burns Oub - 1963 1964 100 P. V. McDonald Robert Kirk, Parkstone, Ploughlands Road, 

Dundonald, Ayrshire KA2 9BY 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery Burns Oub 1906 1927 80 Joseph Davidson William J. Smith, 'Brookfield', Graham-

stone Avenue, Glengarnock KA14 3AF 
378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns Oubs 

Association - - 1925 1927 14 Clubs T. D. McIlwraith G. Henderson Laing, 50 Marionville Drive, 
Edinburgh EH7 6BW 

387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
Burns Oub - 1965 9 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 Trossachs Road, 

Cathkin, Rutherglen 
388 Kyle Ladies' Burns Oub - 1925 1927 26 Mrs. M. McPhail Mrs. H. Shaw, 4 Hunter Street, Dykehead, 

Shotts, Lanarkshire ML7 4EE 
392 Whifilet Burns Oub - 1920 1928 40 William T. Scott W. C. Sproul, 65 Blair Road, Coatbridge, 

Lanarkshire 
393 Annan Ladies' Burns Oub - 1928 1928 100 Mrs. Agnes O'Donnel Mrs. Mary Black, 18 Newington Road, 

Annan, Dumfriesshire 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) Bums 

Oub, Dumfries - 1876 1928 30 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 5 Greystone Avenue, Dumfries 
DGIIPE 

403 Fraserburgh Bums Oub - 1928 1928 147 Andrew J. D. Stephen Robert Watt, 62 Broad Street, Fraserburgh 
AB45AS 

405 Caledonian Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 294 Mrs. Hilda Craig George R. M. Thomson, B.SC., 45 Cort-
Peart worth Road, Sheffield S119LN 

413 St. Andrew Society of San 
Fransisco - 1863 1929 100 Donald J. H. Sinclair Charles M. Doig, 33 Kearny Street, San 

Francisco, California 94109, U.S.A. 

417 Burnley and Dist. Caledonian - Society - - 1924 1929 140 Ian Fyfe Mrs. R. S. Greig, 'Cruachan', 367 Higher 
~ Brunshaw Rd., Burnley, Lanes BBI0 3HX 



- No. NtmJ4 Insl. Fed. Members 
~ 426 Sauchie Burns Oub • 1929 1929 100 

430 Gourock Burns Oub • • 1887 1929 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies' 
Oub • 1929 1930 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns Oub 1930 1930 

439 Bamsley and District Scottish 
Society • • 1930 1930 

443 Victoria (B.C.) Burns Oub • 1922 1931 

444 Swansea and West Wales Cale-
donian Society • 1921 1931 

446 Herefordshire Burns Oub • 1910 1931 

4S3 North-Eastern Burns Oub of 
Philadelphia Ladies' Aux. 1927 1931 

4S4 Rotherham and Dist. Scottish 
Association • • 1924 1931 

4S8 Stonehaven (Fatherland) 
Burns Oub • • 1926 1932 

110 

150 

107 

50 

36 

312 

53 

75 

85 

110 

President 
William Snaddon 

Hamish Melville 

Secretary 
David S. Robertson, 31 Craigbank, Sauchie, 

By Alloa, Clackmannanshire FKIO 3EG 
Daniel Ferguson, M.A., 'Rockside', 9 

Albert Road, Gourock PAl5 INH 

Mrs. L. Nicholson Mrs. N. Betty, 36 Florence St., Barrow-in-
Furness LA14 2DB 

Mrs. M. Shearer Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 Kirkowens Street, 
Dumfries DOl 3DR 

Dr. J. G. Robertson, C. L. Sutherland, 'Woodleigh', Alverthorpe, 
Wakefield, Yorks WF2 OAD 

Hugh Ross Mrs. Catherine M. Clarke, 3780 Savannah, 
Victoria, B.c., Canada V8X IT2 

A. K. Miller J. Lightbody. 42 Fairy Grove, Killay, 
Swansea 

Rev. W. P. Shannon W. A. Muir, 3 Orchard Close, Holmer, 
Hereford HR4 9QY 

Elizabeth Hurst 

Mrs. Jean Jeavons 

W. R. Murray 

Mrs. Mary C. Christie, 4254 Ormond 
Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19124, U.S.A. 

Mrs. Rosemary M. Reasbeck, 52 Concord 
View Rd., Kemberworth, Rotherham 
S612HH 

Mrs. E. Thomson, 56c High Street, Stone
haven, Kincardinshire AB3 2JQ 



No. N~ /1I8t. Fed. Members President Secrettuy 
461 Leicester Caledonian Society 1877 1932 318 R. W. Taylor Mrs. J. M. Cutting, Glenmoray, 56 Dean 

Road West, Hinchley, Leics. LElO lQB 

462 Cheltenham Scottish Society- 1930 1932 184 John Scott Mrs. E. G. McKelvie, 232 Old Bath Road, 
Cheltenham, Glos. GL53 9EQ 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club - 1932 1932 30 William Hendry David Blair, 51 Westboreland Rd., Denny, 
Stirlingshire FK6 

470 St. Giles' Burns Oub - - 1923 1932 86 John D. Thomson Louis G. Gowans, 28 King Street, New 

472 Renfrewshire Association of 
Elgin, Moray IV30 3BX 

BurnsOubs - - 1929 1932 110ubs Matthew Foulds Robert Miller, F.S.A.(Scot.), 11 Murdieston 
Street, Greenock, Renfrewshire PA15 
4DT 

476 Border Cities Burns Oub - 1932 1933 115 John McKay Cullen John G. Saunders, 796 Monmouth Road, 

479 Queen of the South Ladies' 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada N8Y 3L2 

Burns Oub - - 1932 1933 30 Mrs. E. Black Mrs. E. Black, 36 Larchfield Road, Dumfries 
DG14HT 

492 Harrow and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - 1928 1934 431 George A. Workman George F. Macfarlane, 524 Rayners Lane, 

Pinner, Middlesex HA5 5DJ 
494 Motherwell United Services 

BurnsOub - 1934 1934 85 F. Paterson John Addie, 1 Forridon Avenue, NewarthilI, 
Motherwell 

SOO New Cumnock Burns Oub - 1923 1934 200 Alex. McKechnie W. C. G. Pearson, M.A., Schoolhouse 33 
Lanehead Terrace, New Cumnock, Ayr-
shire KA18 4EW 

:0 SOl Galt Burns Oub - - 1907 1935 74 W. Pettigrew H. O. Morris, 48 Parkwood Drive, GaIt, 
10 Cambridge, Ontario, Canada NIS 3LT 



N No. Name 
8 S03 Dunblane Burns Oub • 

Inst. Fed. Members Presidenl Secretary 
• 1923 1935 30 Ian McIntosh T. A. Turnbull, The Royal Bank of Scotland 

Ltd., 53a High St., Dunblane FK15 OEQ 
510 I.C.!. Grangemouth Burns 

Oub - 1935 1935 

511 Perth (West Australia) Burns 
Oub • 1935 1935 

516 AirtsBumsOub,Prestonpans 1936 1959 

520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies' 
Burns Club - - 1935 1936 

523 Highland Society of New 
South Wales - - 1877 1936 

530 Southern Scottish Counties 

150 

60 

50 

15 

143 

G. J. Richards G. S. Murrie, c/o I.C.I. Grangemouth 
Recreation Club, Earl's Road, Grange
mouth, Stirlingshire FK3 8XG 

Mrs. Helen Baillie Mrs. J. Russell, 56 Carcoola Street, Nolla-
mara, Perth 6061, West Australia 

George Hastie Walter M. Muir, 89 Gardiner Road, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian EH32 9QR 

Mrs. Elsie Gilmour Mrs. Olive Napier, 47 Douglas Street, 
Viewpark, Uddingston, Glasgow 

J. Millar A. R. McKenzie, Post Office Box C 172, 
Clarence Street Post Office, Sydney, 
N.S.W., Australia 

Burns Association· - 1937 1937 200ubs Hugh Cunningham Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, 
Lochside, Dumfries DG2 OEH 

534 Bedlington and District Burns 
Club - 1934 1937 140 

535 Plymouth and District Cale-
donian Society - 1927 1937 130 

536 Whithorn and District Burns 
Oub - 1937 1937 68 

Dr. John Brown 

A. C. Christie 

Rev. Angus W. 
Morrison, B.D. 

R. B. Hamilton, 1 Acorn Avenue, Bedling
ton, Northumberland, NE22 5SN 

John G. Clark, 2 Litchfield Crescent, 
Woodford, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4RE 

William Rae, B.L., 58 George Street, 
Whithorn, Newton Stewart 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
542 Newarthill White Heather William Burns Andrew Pettigrew, 'Glengonnar', Bellside, 

Burns Club Oeland, Lanarkshire MLl 5NY 
543 Abbey Craig Burns Oub - 1935 1938 95 A. J. Gourlay A. J. Gourlay, "Fedra", Kier St., Bridge of 

Allan 
S48 Leeds Caledonian Society - 1894 1938 384 Dr. W.S. Mrs. L. J. A. Beever, 64 Swinnow Gardens, 

MacDonald Bramley, Leeds 13 

551 Scarborough Caledonian Soc. 1934 1938 95 Mrs. A. V. T. Ferguson, M.R.C.V.S., 203 Scalby Road, 
Chamberlain Scarborough Y0l2 6TE 

553 Wolverhampton and District 
Caledonian Society - 1937 1937 121 D. F. Reid J. J. Johnson, Wrottesley Lodge Farm, 

Albrighton, Nr. Wolverhampton WV7 
3AP 

555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 1921 1938 229 Mrs. J. L. Sharpe Major J. B. A. Smyth, 5 Fulwith Close, 
Harrogate, Yorkshire HG2 8HP 

556 Caledonian Soc. of Doncaster 1883 1938 120 G. N. Thomas G. D. Pratt, 17 St. Christopher's Crescent, 
Scawsby, Doncaster DN5 8NY 

557 Ladies' Burns Club of Atlanta, 
Georgia - 1937 1938 15 Mrs. W. C. Mason Mrs. W. A. Burns, 161 Bolling Rd., N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia, 30305, U.S.A. 

559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. Soc.- 1911 1938 386 Robert Brown A. M. MacDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, 
Whitmore Park, Coventry CV6 4EP 

561 London (Ontario) Burns Club 1938 1939 12 Dr. James Conner Robert Clements, 329 Brook St., London, 
Ontario, Canada N6K 2M3 

562 Castle Douglas Burns Club - 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 Ernespie Road, Castle 
Douglas 

563 Norfolk Caledonian Society - 1934 1939 323 Mrs. D. McGregor Mrs. V. Livingstone, 12 Eastern Road, 
~ Thorpe St. Andrew, Norwich, Norfolk, - NOR 83T 



~ No. Name 1nst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 566 Scottish Society and Burns 

Oub of Australia - - 1939 1939 120 Charles Murray Miss Grace C. Campbell, J.P., 'Colingra', 
238 King Street, Mascot, 2020, N.S.W., 
Australia 

568 Darvel Burns Club - 1938 1939 80 J. Gilliland James Hamilton, 18 Paterson Terrace, 
Darvel, Ayrshire 

570 The Scottish Cans Associ-
ation of London, Ltd. - 1898 1939 400 W. P. Ratran W. P. Ratran, M.Sc., F. Inst.P., 2 Erridge 

Road, Merton Park, London, S.W. 19 

571 The Edmonton Burns Club - 1921 1971 36 Ian Cameron Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer Crescent, 
St. Albert, Alberta, Canada 

572 Chester Caledonian Assoc. - 1884 1939 89 Norman Fisher T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, Hunter Street, 
Chester CHI 2AS 

575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean Armour 
Burns Oub - - 1937 1939 22 Mrs. Marie Auld Mrs. Bella Tough, 2437 Arthur Road, Sand, 

Windsor, 19, Ontario, Canada 
576 Fort Matilda Burns Club - 1934 1940 100 Leslie Bacon A. B. Hawkins, 9 Denholm Street, Greenock 

577 Dalserf and Oydesdale Burns 
Oub - 1939 1940 30 William Tannahill William Crawford, 69 Tinto Crescent, 

Wishaw 
578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of Burns 

Oubs - - 1924 1942 23 Oubs J. Cowan Thos. N. Paterson, 32 Etive Street, Pather 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire ML2 ONS 

580 Cumbrae Burns Oub - - 1896 1942 118 Donald S. Morrison Jas. C. Allan, Craigengour, Millport, Isle of 
Cumbrae KA28 OHQ 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. Burns 
Oub - 1943 1943 40 John Boyle Thos. Stewart, 1 Carrick Road, Cumber-

nauld 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
585 Queen's Park Bowling Club 

Oarinda Bums Circle - 1930 1943 175 

S92 Benwhat Burns Oub - - 1941 1944 80 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns 
Oub - 1944 1967 40 

597 The Burns Society of the Qty 
of New York- - 1871 1944 160 

606 Corby Stewarts & Lloyds' 
Burns Oub - - 1944 1945 32 

612 Torrance Masonic Social and 
Bums Oub - 1928 1945 60 

614 Bellshill Caledonian Bums 
Oub - 1969 1969 45 

617 Reading and Dist. Caledonian 
Association - 1906 1946 200 

618 Altrincham and Sale Cale-

President Secretary 

Robert B. Dunwoodie John G. Adams, 68 Curling Crescent, 
Glasgow G44 4QH 

James Hill 

H. M. Wilson 

Leslie D. Taggart 

John Gray, Merrick A venue, Dalmellington 

B. C. Beare, 31 Crummock Street, Beith, 
Ayrshire KA15 2BD 

S. Thomas Aitken, c/o People's National 
Bank and Trust Co., 237 Washington 
Ave., Belleville, New Jersey 07109, 
U.S.A. 

W. Montgomery, J.P. M. Sullivan, 4 Blackmoor Avenue, Corby, 
Northamptonshire 

George Anderson 

William Mitchell 

Fred C. Jordan, West Balgrochan Cottage, 
Torrance, Nr. Glasgow 

D. McKnight, 44 Belvidere Crescent, 
Bellshill, Lanarkshire 

R. C. Stuart Sturrock Mrs. Robina M. Hagnell, 58 Wokingham 
Road, Reading, Berks. 

donian Society - 1945 1945 200 D. H. Watson Mrs. E. Hewson, 330 Northenden Road, 
Sale, Cheshire 

~ 626 MoffatandDistrictBumsOub 1946 1946 98 T. Sweetman Charles J. Young, 4 Eastgate, Moffat, 
Dumfriesshire DGIO 9AA ~ 



i No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars Burns 

Cub - 1889 1946 150 Alexander Farquhar John Kidd, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross 
KY137QJ 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan Club - 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnstone, High Street, Sanquhar, 
Dumfriesshire 

630 Coalsnaughton Burns Cub - 1945 1946 100 George Peebles Alex. C. Cook, 4 School Terrace, Coals-
naughton, Tillicoultry FK13 6JX 

632 Symington Burns Club- - 1946 1946 140 Rev. Alex. S. Mrs. Jean Anderson, 36 Linfem Avenue 
Sutherland East, Kilmarnock KAI 3LL 

637 Millheugh Bums Club - - 1941 1946 20 David Banks John Perrie, 28 Westerton Ave., Strutherhill, 
Larkball, Lanarkshire 

646 The Oear Winding Devon 
Alva Burns Oub - - 1946 1947 64 John Anderson Mrs. Anna Law, 65 Queen Street, Alva, 

Clackmannanshire FK12 5EJ 
648 Carron Bridge Cronies Burns 

Club, Kilsyth - 1941 1947 55 Henry Graham Lawrence F. Sherry, 28 Grahamshill Ter., 
Duncan Fankerton by Denny, Stirlingshire 

657 Fallin Gotbenberg Burns Oub 1947 1947 62 John Young John Milroy, 28 Lamont Crescent, Fallin, 
Stirlingshire FK7 7EJ 

659 Dundee Bums Society - - 1896 1947 85 Mrs. Jessie W. Myles James N. Robb, 14 Bums Street, Downfield, 
Dundee DD3 OLA 

660 Langholm Ladies' Bums Oub 1947 1947 50 Mrs. T. M. S. Clark Mrs. N. C. L. McIntosh, 27 Townfoot, 
Langholm, Dumfriesshire DG 1 30EN 

661 Leamington and Warwick 
Caledonian Society - 1947 1947 70 J. Bruce Nichol Mrs. K. M. Ollett, 67 Kenilworth Court, 

Warwick Road, Coventry CV3 6JA 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Member, Pre,ident Secretary 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cale-

donian Society - 1907 1947 200 Jack Campbell Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 70 The Avenue, 
Oaktree Farm, St. Leonards, Nr. Ring-
wood, Hants BH24 2RJ 

664 West Kilbride Burns Oub - 1947 1947 179 J. A. Gemmill H. G. Showell, 'Dalblair', 87 Meadowfoot 

665 Gartmom Ladies' Burns Oub 1947 1948 42 Mrs. D. Morrice 
Road, West Kilbride, Ayrshire KA23 9BZ 

Mrs. J. Ramage, 6 Holton Cres., Sauchie 
by Alloa FKI0 3DZ 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies Burns 
Oub - 1947 1949 13S William Mattews John Hutchison, 48 Clark Drive, Irvine 

674 Manchester and Salford Cale-
donian Association - 1890 1948 150 J. Fraser Mrs. F. S. Wenborn, 8 Firs Avenue, Firs-

wood, Manchester M16 OEP 
679 Tullibody and Cambus Burns 

Club - 1947 1948 50 S. Cherrie Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, 
Tullibody, Oackmannanshire FKI02QA 

681 The Cronies Bums Oub, Kil-
marnock - 1948 1948 100 T. A. McMillan Mrs. J. Melrose, 53 North Hamilton Street, 

Kilmarnock KAI 2QL 
683 Stratford-upon-Avon and 

Dist. Caledonian Society 1947 1948 100 Mrs. A. Sinton Mrs. J. Denton, 38 Hunts Road, Stratford 
upon Avon, Warks. 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie 
Ladies' Burns Oub - - 1939 1949 31 Mrs. A. Smith Mrs. Isa Davidson, 6 Invertree Terrace, 

Kirkcaldy, Fife 
691 Inverness Burns Oub - - 1949 1949 70 N. R. Y. Agnew, D. F. MacDougall, "Belle Vue," Stratherick 

B.L. Road, Inverness 
693 Masonic Burns Oub, Kirk-

IV cudbright - 1949 1949 77 Thos. A. Sproat Andrew S. Ross, 3 Shillinghill, Kirkcud-
0 
VI bright 



I'.) No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
~ 695 Kilmaronock Bums Club 

(Dunbartonshire) - - 1949 1949 116 Dr. John Galloway Miss May Caldwell, Mid Gartocharn Farm, 
By Alexandria, Dunbartonshire S83 8NG 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. Society 
of St. Andrew - 1930 1949 200 J. R. Archibald Miss Jessie H. Colville, 60 Park Parade, 

Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear NE26 IDX 
698 Turriff Bums Club - 1920 1949 90 A. C. W. Sinclair George Morrison, 9 Church Terrace, Turriff, 

AB27DR 
699 Choppington Bums Club - 1948 1949 40 Campbell Keenlyside John E. Godden, 91 East Green, Chopping-

ton, Northumberland NE62 5SQ 

701 The Detroit Burns Club - 1912 1949 63 Hector Marshall Sam R. Dickey, 4700 Curtis Ave., Dearborn, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48126 

706 North Lindsey Scots Society- 1927 1949 97 J. D. Young Mrs. Elizabeth L. Davenport, 206 Ashby 
Road, Scunthorpe, South Humberside 

707 Malvern Scots Club - 1945 1949 100 J. B. Arthur Miss Penny Holland, 17 Mason Close, 
Malvern, Worcs. 

710 Burns Society of Toronto - 1896 1970 163 Robert W. McVey Jock Anderson, 17 Lamont Avenue, Weston, 
Ontario, Canada 

711 The Victorian Scottish Union 1905 1950 E. D. Hucker F. R. Stewart, 46 Donald Street, Footscray, 
Victoria, Australia 3011 

716 Royal Caledonian Society of 1856 1950 E. McPhee 
Melbourne 

718 The St. Andrew Society of 
York - 1894 1950 262 A. C. Layhe J. Robertson, 4 Hunters Close, Dunnington, 

York Y0l5QH 



No. N~ Inst. Fed. Members Preside"t Secretary 
719 Chelmsford and Dist. Scottish 

Society - - 1934 1950 130 I. M. Gillespie D. A. Hodge, The Sheiling, White Hart 
Lane, Springfield, Chelmsford, CMl 5ID 

720 Retford and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - 1949 1950 

721 The Plymouth Burns Oub - 1948 1950 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club - 1920 1950 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Oub- - 1936 1950 

726 Melbourne Burns Oub- - 1950 1951 

727 The St. Andrew Society of 
Denmark - 1949 1951 

728 Bachelors' Oub Committee, 
Tarbolton - 1951 1951 

730 Wigtown Burns Oub - - 1905 1951 

~ 733 Aberdeen Burns Study Circle - 1951 1974 
-..I 

90 

150 

90 

73 

66 

283 

12 

60 

20 

Mrs. J. A. Irvine Mrs. D. I. Walker, 37 Harewood Avenue, 
Retford, Notts. DN227PH 

George F. Johnston Mrs. Myra Johnston, 33 Princess Crescent, 
Plymstock, Plymouth PL9 9ET 

John McLintock, 
M.A., LL.B. 

R. Ramage 

Sid Graham 

Alex Miller 

Major John Weir, 
D.S.O., J.P., M.A., 
F.E.I.S. 

Gordon S. Henry 

G.F. Watt 

J. G. Stewart, 'Kildonan', Strathpeffer, 
Ross-shire N14 9DJ 

George Leathard, 19 St. Serf's Road, 
Tillicoultry FK13 6QH 

Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 Elgar Road, 
Burwood, Victoria, 3125, Australia 

Per Bergenholz, Valbygaardsvej 7, 2500 
Valby, Denmark 

Charles H. Garven, 109 St. Quivox Road, 
Prestwick, Ayrshire KA9 2ER 

David S. Gladstone, "Glassock," Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownsbire 

R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth Cres., Aberdeen 
AB26LH 



~ No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
00 740 Thorntree Mystic Bums Oub 1949 1952 68 Wm.Cockburn W. Muir, 101 High Street, Prestonpans, 

East Lothian 
741 Plean Bums Oub - - 1952 1952 44 J. Keirs D. Ferguson, 22 Wallace Crescent, Plean, 

Stirling 

743 The Romford Scottish Assoc. 1931 1952 103 S. G. Carter George Burnett, 2b Vaughan Avenue, 
Hornchurch, Essex 

744 Durham and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - 1950 1952 184 Mrs. M. Chester J. Stewart Tait, 66 Grange Road, Belmont, 

Durham DHl lAL 
745 Northumberland and Durham 

Caledonian Society - 1924 1952 500 R. A. Howat A. M. Frood, 16 Berkeley Square, Gosforth, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne NE3 2JB 

746 GrimsbyandDist. Caledonian 
Society - - 1906 1952 114 Mrs. Dyte Miss M. J. Sutherland, Back 50 Patick 

Street, Grimsby 
748 Ouplaymuir Bums Oub - 1940 1953 32 W. T. C. Docherty J. A. M. Inglis, M.A., LL.B., Crioch, 

Uplawmoor, Glasgow G78 4AB 

751 Worcester Scots Society - 1949 1953 56 D. C. Skinner Mrs. Davena W. Tanner, 15 Silverdale 
Avenue, Worcester WR51PY 

753 Westmorland st. Andrew Soc. 1938 1953 150 V. W. N. Forrest W. W. Blunt, 82 Greenside, Kendal, 
Westmorland 

754 Thornton CICfleleys and Dist. 
Scottish Society - 1951 1953 100 J. Wilson A. A. Geddes, 50 Westmorland Avenue, 

Oeveleys, Blackpool, FY5 2LX 
759 Sunderland and District Cale-

donian Society - 1950 1953 76 L. A. Nicol Mrs. L. A. Nicol, 49 Hipsburn Drive, 
Sunderland, Co. Durham SR3 1 TY 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
761 Kirkton Bonnie Jean Burns 

Club, Carluke - 1953 1953 40 Andrew Young, John Stewart, 28 Mount Stewart Street, 
M.A. Carluke, MLS 5EB, Lanarkshire 

763 Wakefield Caledonian Society 1953 1953 100 H. B. Cunningham Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates Lane, Wren-
thorpe, Wakefield WF2 ONY 

768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club - - 1912 1954 70 Walter Robertson James Penman, 12 Balderran Drive, Car-

denden, Fife 

769 Robert Bruce Burns Club - 1953 1954 50 John Russell John Russell, 42 Garden Terrace, Clack-
mannan 

772 Prestwick Burns Club - - 1954 1954 60 Robert Hawthorn Peter Hynd, 'Corrie', 50 Ayr Road, Prest-
wick KA91RR 

773 Cumnock Cronies Burns Club 1910 1954 40 John McCreadie S. Fitzsimmons, 15 Hearth Road, Cumnock 

775 The Hartlepools Caledonian 
Society - 1899 1954 154 A. M. F. Doig, B.Sc. Mrs. J. R. Taylor, 1 Coniscliffe Road, 

Hartlepool, Co. Durham 
777 Nuneaton and Dist. Scottish 

Society - - 1949 1954 137 G. Herbert Norman Spence, M.R.C.V.S., Bardon Cot-
tage, Church Walk, Atherstone, Warwick-
shire 

~ 780 Isle of Man Caledonian Soc. - 1920 1955 250 Mrs. Jean Bisset A. C. Peterkin, 'Dene Villa', Little Switzer-
10' land, Douglas, Isle of Man 



N No. - Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
o 784 Kelso Bums Oub - 1872 1955 135 Robert Donaldson John M. Stenhouse, C.A., 'Lyndon', 

Poynder Place, Kelso TD5 7EH 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1946 1955 60 William Henderson A. G. Robertson, 40 Chestnut Springs, 
Lydiard Millicent, Nr. Swindon, Wilts. 

796 Gateshead and District St. 
Andrew's Society - - 1955 1956 40 Mrs. J. L. Dawson Mrs. H. Jamieson, 13 Northfield Road, 

Gosforth, Newcastle 3 

803 Bowhill People's Burns Oub - 1940 1957 75 James G. Gillies James Ewan, 39 Kirkburn Drive, Carden-
den, Fife 

808 Pontefract & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1956 1957 130 Mrs. E. D. Kidd Mrs. V. E. C. Richmond, Maypole Farm, 
Wistowgate, Cawood, near Selby, York-
shire Y08 OSH 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars Bums 
Oub - 1957 1957 28 Abe Train Mrs. Elizabeth Train, 71 Woodside Cres., 

Newmains, Lanarkshire, ML2 9NA 

810 Thirty-Seven Burns Club, 
Shotts - 1957 1973 37 James A. Henderson Thomas D. Campbell, 76 Dyfrig Street, 

Shotts, Lanarkshire ML7 4D2 

811 Logangate Burns Oub - - 1957 1957 70 David Torrance Walter Hall, 11 Paterson Avenue, Logan, 
Cumnock, Ayrshire KA18 3HR 

812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 1886 1957 162 A. J. Adams, T. A. Mason, C.A., 40 Ashwell Road, 
B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. Bradford 9, Yorks. 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
813 Tranent "25" Burns Oub - 1892 1958 46 Arthur McClune Robert R. Watt, 'Ash Cottage', 74 New Rd., 

Tranent, East Lothian 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton) Burns 

Oub - 1958 1958 27 Andrew Wilson David Orr, 39 Hemphill View. Knocken-
tiber, Crosshousc, Kilmarnock 

818 Dalbeattie & Dist. Burns Oub 1958 1958 40 James Campbell Ewan C. Mair, Briardale, Haugh Road, 
Dalbeattie, Kirkcudbrightshire 

821 Ayr Masonic Bums Oub - 1919 1958 20 William Smith, Jnr. James Niven, 85 High Street, Ayr 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society - 1952 1959 44 Callam I. Haggart William J. Edgar, 129 Marples Ave., Mans-
field, Woodhouse, Notts. NG19 9DN 

824 Stirling, Oackmannan and 
West Perthshire Assoc. of 
Fed.Oubs - - 1946 1959 36 Oubs John o. Stewart Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tulli-

body FKI0 2QA 

825 The "Oarinda" Ladies Burns 
Oub, Edinburgh - - 1959 1959 65 Mrs. Mary Aytaun Miss A. Dickson, 51 Commercial Street, 

Edinburgh EH6 
826 Burns Society of Charlotte, 

Mrs. John Seaton, 1142 Wilharten Drive, North Carolina - 1955 1959 189 James B. Hunter 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 28211, U.S.A. 

831 Lochgoilhead Burns Oub - 1960 1960 32 Robert Armstrong J. Gray, 6 Viewfield, Lochgoiihead, Argyll 

834 St. Andrew's Soc. (Altrinc-
N ham, Sale and District) - 1959 1960 120 R. D. Wilson John Snaddon, 2 Hawarden Road, Altrin--- cham, Cheshire WA14 ING 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
N 836 Hornsea and District Burns 

aub - 1960 1960 80 

839 Coldstream- - 1888 1961 115 

841 Robert Burns Association of 
Montreal, Canada - - 1955 1961 160 

842 "Ye Bonnie Doon" Burns 
aub, Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada - - 1932 1961 30 

845 Tam 0' Shanter, Coventry - 1959 1961 1750 

849 Jean Armour, Sauchie - - 1956 1961 60 

851 Auckland Burns Association- 1959 1962 40 

852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars - 1962 1962 83 

854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 

President 

Mrs. L. Jacobsen 

James S. Davidson, 
B.Sc. 

James Murray 

Mrs. A. Staples 

George Mudie 

James Westwood 

F. T. Hogsden 

George McCaig 

of Scottish Societies - - 1956 1962 24 Soes. Matthew 
McLauchlan 

Ser.retary 

Mrs. L. Jacobsen, Seaforth, The Esplanade, 
Hornsea, E. Yorks 

William Jackson, Homestead, Hirsel, Cold
stream, Berwickshire 

W. J. McCullough, 555 80th Ave., Lasalle, 
Rue, Canada 

Mrs. J. Cassidy, 459 Franklin Road, 
Hamilton, 53, Ontario, Canada L8V 2A2 

James McCaw, Tam 0' Shanter Club, 
Hertford Place, Coventry, Warwickshire 
CV13JZ 

Russell Henderson, Mansefield Arms, 
Sauchie, Alloa, aackmannanshire 

George A. Peddison, 3 Kamahi Street, 
Auckland 3, New Zealand 

James B. McCaig,41 Pitfairn Road, Fish
cross, by Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

Mrs. J. A. Irvine, "Ulvescroft", 67 Bonet 
Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President See-retary 
H59 Eglinton Burns Oub, Irvine - 1960 1963 130 R. Whyte J. J. Caldwell, Eglinton Arms Hotel, Irvine 

860 Southland Burns Oub, New 
Zealand- - 1962 1963 93 William Adam John Linning, 298 Convers St., Invercargill, 

New Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln - 1948 1963 50 J. M. Scully Miss D. V. Chambers, 2 Saxilby Road, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln LN6 OTZ 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 
Association - - 1960 1963 150 E. A. Gass J. A. Bell, 'Attadale', Orford Road, Bin-

brook, Lincoln LN3 6DU 

864 Burnie Burns Oub, Tasmania- 1962 1970 J. Cameron Mrs. E. N. Tunbridge, 143 David Street, 
East Devonport, Tasmania, 7310 

865 Foresters Arms Burns Club - 1960 1963 35 L. Pope Robert Kemp, 43 Northend, Cambusbarron 
Stirling 

866 Heanor and Dist. Caledonian 
Society - - 1955 1963 84 William Oarke Mrs. M. Savage, 19/21 High Street, Codner, 

Derbyshire 

870 Scottish Burns Association of 
Massachusetts - 1961 1964 112 John Murphy Robert R. Matson, 14 Woods AvenuC!, W. 

Somerville, Massachusetts, 02144, U.S.A. 

872 East Midland Scottish Sacs. - 1949 1964 9 Socs. Dr. Wm. Marshall, Ian MacLachlan, 24 Collinwood Avenue, 
O.B.E. Corby, Northants 

873 Tam o' Shanter Oub, Ndota. 
N Zambia - - 1961 1964 48 A. G. Beveridge -IN 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. M~mbers Pruident S~cretary 

!ii: 874 The Masonic Oub Burns Club, 
Melbourne - - 1963 1964 27 Chieftain Tom Fred Lang, 21 Hotham Street, Moonee 

Ponds, Melbourne, Australia 3039 
876 Tullibody Working Men's 

Burns Club - - 1964 1965 

Graham 

40 D. Watson W. Syme, 14-16 Baingle Brae, Tullibody, 
Clackmannanshire 

878 WorksopBurns&Cal.Club - 1965 1965 200 John MacLeod T. H. English, 166 Raymoth Lane, Work-
sop, Notts. S81 7DY 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. Society - 1960 1965 58 W. A. K. McIndoe Mrs. Harriet Lee, 58 Larkfield Rd., Rawdon, 
+18Jun. Leeds 

881 Rugeley & Disl. Burns Oub - 1966 1966 55 R. Cochrane P. Arkell, 9 Springfield Avenue, Rugeley, 
Staffs WS15 IDB 

882 Canberra Highland Society & 
Burns Oub - 1924 1966 1400 H. Miller K. F. Smith, P.O. Box 69, Kingston, 

Canberra A.C.T., 2604, Australia 
885 Motherwell & Wishaw Miners 

Welfare Burns Oub - 1966 1967 71 John Milligan D. Watson, Arran Road, Motherwell 

887 Gainsborough & District Cale-
donian Society - 1952 1967 34 Angus McLarty Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 Lea Road, 

888 Vancouver Burns Oub - - 1967 1967 20 

889 Strathclyde, 'Bonnie Jean' 
Burns Oub - 1959 1967 23 

Gainsborough, Lines. DN21 IAN 

George Wm. Smith James McPeake, 3057 East 54th Ave., 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

Ian Hutchison R. B. Oeland, 16 McClurg Court, Airbles 
Street, Motherwell MLl IXH 



No. Name Inst. Fed. Members 
890 The Wollongong Burns Soc. - 1966 1967 35 

892 Ayrshire Metal Products Burns 1966 1968 150 
Qub 

893 North Bay Burns Qub, Ont. 1968 1968 

894 Beverley & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1967 1968 

895 Westerton Arms Burns Qub- 1968 1968 

896 Sierra Leone Caledonian Soc. 1957 1968 

897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 
Association - - 1947 1969 

898 Peterlee & District Caledonian 
Society - - 1954 1969 

899 Portsmouth and District Cal-
edonian Society - 1898 1969 

900 Irvine Valley Burns Qub - 1968 1970 

901 Cramlington Burns Club - 1970 1970 

81 

69 

40 

55 

20 

20 

~ 902 Newmarket Burns Club - 1959 1970 

130 

40 

30 

55 
v. 

Preside"t Secretary 
Thomas Newall, B.Sc. L. M. Chirnside, 5/1 Myuna Way, Manger

ton Wollongong, N.S.W., Australia 2500 
William Faichney Robert Campbell, 3 Gulliland Place, Irvine, 

Ayrshire KA12 OEW 

Ronald Stirling Mrs. Thelma Stirling, 264 Wesley Avenue, 
North Bay, Ontario, Canada PIA 2L1 

W. Punton John A. Harrison, 119 Sigston Road, 
Beverley, North Humberside HU17 9PD 

W. Davidson W. Jardine, 8 George Street, Dunblane, 
Perthshire 

F. C. Marks B. W. McCombe, clo S.L.S.T. Ltd., P.O. 
Box 11, Spiritus House, Howe Street, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, W.A. 

Charles C. Easton, R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth Crescent, 
F.S.A.(Scot.) Mastrick, Aberdeen AB2 6LH 

John R. Napier L. H. C. Battersby, 61 Helford Road, 
Peterlee, Co. Durham 

Mrs. I. Joly A. Hind, "Bonnie Banks," 39 Carrnarthan 
Avenue, E. Cosham, Portsmouth 

John Speirs Mrs. Helen P. R. McMillan,S Mill Crescent, 
Newrnilns, Ayrshire KA16 9BB 

Colin J. Bradshaw Peter Currie, 13 Melling Road, Cramling-
ton, Northumberland 

William Muirhead James Kemp, 49 Kincardine Road, Carron-
shore, by Falldrk 



N No. Name /nst. Fed. Members President Secretary 
C\ 903 Newhall Bums Club - 1970 1970 Hugh D. Parker Mrs. E. Logie, 4 Abbots Crescent, Newhall, 

Burton-on-Trent 
904 'Star of Bums Club', Lame - 1970 1971 

905 Keighley & Dist. Cal. Soc. - 1971 1971 

906 Ayrshire Constabulary Liter-
ary & Debating Society - 1926 1971 

907 Stonehouse Bums Club- 1971 

908 'Brithers Be' Burns Club - 1971 1971 

909 Richmond (Yorks) Cal. Soc. - 1964 1972 

910 Bankend 'Jolly Beggars' Burns 
Club - - 1971 1972 

911 Borestone Bowling Club- - 1947 1972 

912 DIU-Club, Czechoslovakia 1968 1972 

913 Terregles Burns Club - 1969 1972 
914 Ipswich & West Moreton 

Caledonian Soc. & Bums 
Club - - 1903 1972 

915 Canterbury Bums Club (lnc)- 1971 1972 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Burns Club - 1964 1972 

25 R. Craig 

Mrs. D. Fletcher, Ashley House, Park Road, 
Crosshills, Keighley, Yorks. 

140 Supt. Donald Irving Inspector Samuel Guthrie, Police Station, 
Cumnock 

44 George McInnes Richard Gibb, 157 Strathaven Road, Stone-
house, Lanarkshire 

50 Tom Mabon Roy Robb, 48H Macdonald Drive, Kilmar-
nockKA37HH 

63 T. G. Wilson J. Smith, 69 Ronaldshay Drive, Richmond, 
North Yorkshire 

10 Robert Strang Wm. J. Mcintyre, 1 Coalburn Road, 
Coalburn, Lanarkshire 

40 Alex. Irvine Alex. Irvine, 3c Bamsdale Road, St. Ninians, 
Stirling 

20 Jan Chovanec Oldrich Bubenik, profesor, Jevicko 178, 
Czechoslovakia 

78 L. Thomson Wm. Houston, Brooms Road, Dumfries 

33 Robert Cowe Mrs. Margaret Cowe, 9 Gwendoline St., 
Raceview, Ipswich, Qld. 4305, Australia 

120 P. W. Vinnell J. E. Grant, 26 Liggins Street, Christchurch, 
New Zealand 

75 Alan Goodwin William Ferguson, 91 Dunlop Road, 
Dumfries 



917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 1958 1972 

918 Dover and East Kent Scottish 
Society - 1887 1973 

919 Orange and District Scottish 
Association - 1944 1973 

920 Trysting Thorn Burns Club 1971 1973 

921 Northern Scottish Counties 
Association of Burns 
Clubs - 1973 1973 

922 The Clumber Burns Club - 1973 1973 

923 Old Manor Burns Club, 
Bridge of Allan - 1969 1973 

924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries Branch) 
Burns Club - 1969 1974 

925 Laurieston Burns Club - - 1970 1974 

926 Rosamond Burns Club 
~ Gretna Green - - 1973 1974 
-...l 

127 

120 

106 

50 

36 

10 

50 

96 

112 

84 

G. Large 

Harry Hutchison 

Chief Newton C. 
Maybin 

James Cowan 

Baillie Edward A. 
Duncan, J.P. 

Arthur Allan 

A. G. Gourlay 

J. McKenzie 

John Anderson 

John B. Maxwell 

R. S. Binnie, 'Glenbervie', 27 Lockton 
Avenue, Heanor, Derbyshire 

Mrs. Irene A. Fyfe, 'Fant Cottage', The 
Avenue, St. Margarets at Cliffe, Nr. 
Dover, Kent 

R. J. Davidson, 55 Molong Road, Orange, 
N.S.W. 2800 Australia 

John Rowan, 26 Jean Armour Drive, 
Mauchline 

Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, 
Aberdeen ABI 2HL 

Mrs. E. E. Reid, Lea Rig, Gainsborough, 
Lincs. DN21 IAN 

James Boyle, 28 Cawder Road, Bridge of 
Allan, Stirlingshire 

D. Turner, 50 Georgetown Cres., Dumfries 

James Hunter, 'Cromdale', 66 Redding Rd., 
Laurieston, Falkirk FK2 9JU 

James J. McCaffery, 'Burnside', Rigg Stn., 
Gretna CA6 5JG 



N No. Name Inst. Fed. Members President Secretary -co 927 The Tarbolton Club Edmon-
ton - - 1967 1974 16 David McKelvie Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer Crescent, St. 

Albert, Alberta, Canada 

928 An Comunn Gaidhealach 
(Leeds) - - 1974 1974 20 Robert Pine Mrs. E. Winkley, 14 Kellet Crescent, Lower 

Wortley, Leeds 12 

929 Bathgate 'JoJIyBeggars' Burns 
Club - - 1974 1974 30 Alister A. Mackie James Whyte, 7 West Glen A venue, Deans' 

Livingstone 

930 The Wheatsheaf Bums Club, 
Falkirk - 1974 1974 50 Kenneth McLeod John R. Hunter, 3 Booth Place, Falkirk 

931 Beith Caledonia Burns Club - 1974 1974 Eddie Thomson, 48 Hawthorn Cres., Beith 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 

543 Abbey Craig 597 Burns Society of the City of 
40 Aberdeen New York 

733 --Burns Study Circle 355 Calcutta 
889 A.E.I. (Motherwell) "Bonnie 4 Callander 

Jean" 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
20 Airdrie 882 Canberra Highland Society 

516 Airts Burns Club 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 
2 Alexandria 71 Carlisle 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 761 Carluke 
252 Alloway 648 Carron Bridge Cronies 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Soc. 562 Castle Douglas 
393 Annan Ladies 365 Catrine 

82 Arbroath 719 Chelmsford 
238 Atlanta 462 Cheltenham 
557 --Ladies 572 Chester Caled. Assoc. 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 11 Chesterfield 
851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 699 Choppington 
906 Ayrshire Constabulary 646 Oear Winding Devon Alva 
566 Australia, Scot. Soc. of 922 Oumber Burns Club 
275 Ayr 630 Coalsnaughton 
821 Ayr Masonic 839 Coldstream 
192 Ayrshire Assoc. 606 Corby 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 559 Coventry 
728 Bachelors' Oub (Tarbotton) 845 Coventry Tam 0' Shanter 
340 Balemo 901 Cramlington 
929 Bathgate Jolly Beggars 581 Cumbemauld 
910 BankendJolly Beggars, Coalburn 580 Cumbrae 
439 Barnsley 45 Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 773 --Cronies 
363 Barrow 62 Cupar 
534 Bedlington and District 818 Dalbeattie and District 
931 Beith Caledonia 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 

15 Belfast 35 Dalry 
614 Bellshill Caledonian 577 Dalserf and Oydesdale 
725 Ben Cleuch 158 Darlington 
592 Benwhat 568 Darvel 
894 Beverley & District Caledonian 469 Denny Cross 

Society 55 Derby 
167 Birmingham 701 Detroit 
815 B.M.K. (Netherton) 37 Dollar 
95 Bolton S56 Doncaster 

476 Border Cities (Ont.) 918 Dover and E. Kent 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 10 Dumbarton 
663 Bournemouth 226 Dumfries 
803 Bowhill People's Oub 437 --Ladies No.1 
76 Brechin 503 Dunblane 
49 Bridgeton 14 Dundee 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 659 --Burns Society 
120 Bristol 370 Dundonald Burns Club 
908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 69 Dunedin N.Z. 
356 Burnbank 85 Dunfermline 
864 Burnie Burns Oub, Tasmania 744 Durham Caled. Soc. 
417 Burnley 872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
282 Burns Bowling Association 22 Edinburgh 
112 Burns Howff 301 --Ayrshire Assoc. 
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No. No. 
825 --Carinda Ladies Burns 0 Kilmarnock 

Club 681 --Cronies 
378 --District Assoc. 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshirc) 
571 Edmonton 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
927 --Tarbolton 323 Kirkcudbright 
149 Elgin 693 --Masonic 
217 Eskdale 388 Kyle Ladies 

5 Ercildoune Bums Cub 578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
126 Falkirk 660 Langholm Ladies 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 637 LarkhaIl Applebank 
852 Fishcross Jolly Beggars 925 Laurieston, B.C. 
865 Foresters Arms BurnsClub 661 Leamington and Warwick 

(Cambusbarron) S48 Leeds Caledonian Society 
576 Fort Matilda 928 --An Comunn Gaidhealach 
403 Fraserburgh 461 Leicester 
887 Gainsborough and District 341 Leith 
187 Galashiels 861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 
501 Galt 366 Liverpool 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 360 Lochee 
796 Gateshead and District 831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 
169 Glasgow Assoc. 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
263 --Masonic 1 London 
897 Glenbervie Bums Memorials 570 --Cans Assoc. 

Assoc. 561 London (Ontario) 
198 Gorebridge 707 Malvern Scots Cub 
430 Gourock 674 Manchester and Salford 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 822 Mansfield Cal. Socy. 
116 Greenloaning 862 Market Rasen and District 
21 Greenock Scottish Association 

209 --St. John's 350 Markinch 
746 Grimsby 870 Massachusetts 

33 Haggis 310 Mauchlinc 
152 Hamilton 726 Melbourne 
842 Hamilton, Ontario 874 Melbourne Masonic 
555 Harrogate 716 -- Royal Caled. Society 
492 Harrow 626 Moffat and District 
349 Howff, Kilmarnock 841 Montreal Robert Burns 
775 Hartlepools Cal. Soc. Association 
239 Hawick 242 Montrose 
866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 494 Motherwell United Services 
446 Herefordshire 885 Motherwell and Wishaw 
916 Hole i' the Wa' 56 Muirkirk Lapraik 
836 Hornsea and District 74 National Memorial 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 873 Ndola Tam 0' Shanter 
691 Inverness 500 New Cumnock 
914 Ipswich & W. Moreton 903 Newhall, Burton Trent 
173 Irvine 523 N.S.W. Highland Soc. 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Cub 329 Newark 
900 Irvine Valley 133 Newarthi11 
780 Isle of Man 542 Newarthill White Heather 
348 Jean Armour (Newton) 199 Newbattle 
849 Jean Armour, Sauchie 293 Newcraighall 
96 Jedburgh 902 Newmarket 

912 Jevicko-DIU Club 124 Ninety 
905 Keighley & District 563 Norfolk 
784 Kelso 893 North Bay, Ontario 
377 Kilbimie 826 North Carolina 
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No .. 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
74S Northumberland and Durham 

Caled. Soc. 
8S4 North-East Midlands Assoc. 

of Scottish Societies 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

17 Nottingham 
777 Nuneaton 
346 Oakbank 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 
919 Orange and District 
880 Otley and District 
748 Ouplaymuir 
48 Paisley 
72 Partick 

511 Perth (West Australia) 
336 Peterhead 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. 
284 Philadelphia North-eastern 
453 -- Ladies 
741 Pl~n 
721 Plymouth 
S:iS Plymouth Caledonian Soc. 
808 Pontefract 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies 

Kirkcaldy 
869 Port Adelaide Men's Club 
190 Port-Glasgow 
212 Portobello 
899 Portsmouth 
772 Prestwick 
479 Queen of the South Ladies 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
617 Reading Caledonian Assoc. 
472 Renfrewshire Assoc. 
720 Retford 
909 Richmond (Yorks) 
769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
743 Romford Scott. Assoc. 
926 Rosamond, B.C., Gretna 
36 Rosebery (Glas.) 

4S4 Rotherham 
9 Royalty 

881 Rugeley and District 
834 St. Andrew's Society 

(Altrincham, Sale & District) 
812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 
727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies, lrviDe 
470 St. Giles, Elgin 
220 St. Louis 
413 San Francisco 

68 Sandyford 
629 Sanquhar 
426 Sauchie 
551 Scarborough 
314 Scottish (Edin.) 
IS3 Scottish (Glas.) 
917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 

No. 
924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 
4()5 Sheffield 
896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 
530 Southern Scot. Counties 
860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 
904 'Star of Burns' Club, Lame 
50 Stirling 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
West Perth Assoc. 

458 Stonehaven 
907 Stonehouse 
683 Stratford upon Avoft 
889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 
42 Stratheam 

723 Strathpeffer 
89 Sunderland 

759 Sunderland and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
444 Swansea 
632 Symington 
791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
913 Terregles 
810 Thirty Seven Burns Club 

7 Thistle (Glasgow) 
7S4 Thornton Cleveleys 
74() Thorntree 
710 Toronto 
612 Torrance Masonic 
813 Tranent "25" 
274 Troon 
320 Troy 
920 Trysting Thorn 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 
876 Tullibody Working Men's Club 
698 Turriff 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
888 Vancouver 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Soc. 
443 Victoria Bums Club 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
763 Wakefield 
436 Walney Ladies 
296 Walsall 
664 West Kilbride 
895 Westerton Arms 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew's 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
392 Whi1Det 
236 Whitehaven 
536 Whithorn 
696 Whitley Bay and District 
730 Wigtown 
575 Windsor (Ont.) Jean Armour 
197 Winnipeg 
890 Wollongong 
553 Wolverhampton 
751 Worcester 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
718 York St. Andrew Society 
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The Burns House Museum, Mauchline, rescued from demolition 
and completely restored through the generosity of Burns lovers all 
over the world, is now open for your inspection. 

In addition to many relics of the Poet and his works, there is on 
display a collection of 'Folk objects', furniture etc., illustrating 
the history and industry of Mauchline and district. 

Open Weekdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
or by arrangement 

Admission Adults 5p Children 2t p 

Donations for the maintenance of this historic building will be 
gratefully received by the Secretary: 
William Bee, M.P.S., F.S.A.Scot., 5 Loudoun Street, Mauchline 
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'THE BARD' 
'The simple Bard unbroke by rules of art 

He pours the wild effusions of the heart: 

225 

This new long playing record-a eulogy, which is 
beautifully backed by well selected organ and bagpipe 
music-is an authentic original performance. 

Only the words of 'The Bard' are listened to. 

Pearls are spread as 'The Bard' teaches and testifies, 
expounds and exhorts, advises and criticises, proclaims 
and entertains, in peerless style with unique aplomb. 

The record sleeve script is by Mr. Thomas J. Smith, 
M.B.E., M.A., J.P., Chairman of Peterhead Burns Club, 
and Provost of the Burgh-Mr. Charles Easton, F.S.A. 
(Scot.), a Past President of 'The Burns Federation'
and Robert Forman, 'The Bard' narrator. 

'The Bard' record number SK2013 (Stereo) Price £2·15 
can be ordered through UK record selling shops, and is 
published by 

GRAMPIAN RECORDS LIMITED 

19 Bank Row, Wick, Caithness, Scotland 

'Here, where the Scottish Muse immortal lives 

In sacred strains and tuneful numbers join'd: 
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SCOTTISH 
NATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 

The object of the Dictionary is to record for 
posterity the language of the Scottish nation as 
it is enshrined in our literature, and· not least in 
the works of Robert Burns. 

Of the ten projected volumes, nine have already 
been published and it will require £8,000 merely 
to print the last volume in 1975. 

This will be the last opportunity for Burns 
Lovers and Clubs to help this monumental work 
to its end by Donation or Legacy or by Subscrip
tion (of (100) for themselves or for some insti
tution, as a public library or school. 

Only 200 copies remain unsold. 100 Secondary 
Schools in Scotland have still, after 45 years, no 
copy of the Dictionary. 

Further particulars from 
The Secretary, 
Scottish National Dictionary, 
27 George Square, 
Edinburgh EH8 9LD. 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 
MAUCHLlNE, AYRSHIRE 

Miss. Reid-one of the residents at Mauchline 

In 1959, to mark the Bi-centenary of the Birth of Robert 
Burns, the Glasgow and District Burns Association, who 
manage the Jean Armour Burns Houses, completed the building 
of ten new houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline and these are now occupied. The tenants live there, 
rent and rate free and receive a small pension. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation 
now to :-A. Neil Campbell, F.C.I.S., HOD. Treasurer, 

141 Craigiea Drive, Edinburgh, EHI0 SPP 
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Corporation of the City of Glasgow 
Open Weekdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Glasgow 
Museums 
& Art 
Galleries 
Glasgow Museums are veritable treasure 
houses. The Art Gallery and Museum at 
Kelvingrove contains Britain's finest civic art 

~~ll~~';;r~;~~~n'M':.".!' 'i:I\=J:!ct~~ 
Giorgione's 'Adulteress brought before 
Christ'. The collection of 19th century French 
paintings is particularly strong and, of 
course, Scottish painting is well represented. 
Sculpture. silver, pottery and porcelain, and 
the connoisseur's collection of arms and 
armour will make a visit memorable. The 
museum affords a fascinating introduction to 
wildlife and the story of man in Scotland, 
while the splendid collection of ship models 
illustrates the Clyde's industrial achievement. 

But visitors should not miss the branch 
museums. Glasgow's trams were famous; 
they can be seen at the Museum o/Transport, 
Albert Drive, together with Scottish built cars 
and the handsome locomotives from Scottish 
lines. In complete contrast Pollok House, the 
fine house of Pollok Park designed by 
William Adam, not only reflects the quiet 
dignity of life in the eighteenth century but 
also contains a fine collection of 16th to 
18th century Spanish painting and an impor
tant series of works by William Blake. The 
fJld Glasgow Museum, in the People's Palace 
on Glasgow Green, contains absorbing dis
plays illustrating the history of Glasgow. 
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BURNS' 
H 0 USE 
DUMFRIES 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries 

should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, 

in which the Poet lived and died. 
The House is open to visitors and 

contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House 

is one minute's walk from St. 
Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Burns 
Mausoleum. 

OPEN: 
1st April or Good Friday (whichever is earlier) to 30th September 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-l p.m., 2-7 p.m. 
SUNDAYS 2 p.m.-7·p.m. 

1st October to 31st March or the day before Good Friday (whichever is 
earlier) 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.- noon, 2 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
SUNDAYS Oosed 

Admission to House 
Adults 5p Children 2p 

'BURNS FAMILY TREE' 
Compiled by the late Tom McCrorie. 

On sale at House, price 5p; or by post from Curator, price 8p. 

229 
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Established 
1610 

~he ailobe ~nn . . . 

, ... the Globe Tavern here which for these many years 

has been my Howff . .. ' 

Extract from letter by Robert Burns to 

George Thomson, April 1796 

Manageress: Mrs. S. C. Baxter 

56 High Street, Dumfries 
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This is the 

Dick Institute 

Kilmarnock 
boiler house of the Burns Federation 

When you visit the Burns Country 

~lllcl Kil1ie 
is well worth a visit 
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Follow the trail to the 
heart cf Burns country 

The brief.but colourful life of Robert Burns, great 
Poet of the Common Man, is contained in a region of 
Scotland unsurpassed in beauty and interest-the West Coast. 

Now the trail is linked, and you can follow the 
fascinating course of his life and work across country, 
moving at your own speed and in your own way. . 

Start in Ayr and Alloway, 'scene of Burns' birth and 
childhood. 

Follow the trail to Carrick Country, where Burns met 
and married Jean Armour and wrote much of his great 
poetry, including 'The Selkirk Grace' and 'Tam 0' Shanter'. 

Then on to Dumfries, where Burns is buried and where 
traces of his hectic social life and career as Exciseman 
abound. Set off on the Burns Heritage Trail-one of the 
most absorbing holiday tours you'll ever take. 

Write for our detailed brochure to: 
The Scottish Tourist Board 
23 Ravelston Terrace 
Edinburgh EH43EU 

'Of a'the airts the wind 
canbla~ 

I dearly like the West' 



'BURNS CHRONICLE' ADVERTISER 

A Town full of fun 
for the whole 

family 

There's so much to do at AYR-a holiday town with 
attractions for everyone in your family. Enjoy sea, sun 
and sand, golfing, boating, dining, dancing, cinemas, 
theatres, indoor swimming. Explore the old town interest 

and new town shops, relax in the 
beautiful parks and gardens
make the most of your holiday 
in the heart of Burns country. 

Send lSp for your copy of the 
illustrated guide to Tourist 
Information Bureau, Dept. Be, 
30 Miller Road, Ayr KA7 2BL. 
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Burns Federation 
New Scots Reader 

A beautifully designed and edited work edited by 

Alex. MacMillan, J.P., M.A., B.Ed., and ranging over 

the course of Scottish literature. Used by all Schools 

for the Burns Federation Schools Competition but 

makes an admirable personal gift or prize. 

2nd impression now ready. 

Limp Covers 65p Hard Back £1·00 

Avoid delay by ordering early from: 

The Hon. Secretary, 

Dick Institute, 

Kilmarnock KAI 3BU 
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Grant Bros. (MEAT CANNERS) Ltd. 
RICHMOND BRIDGE, GALSTON KA4 8JU Tel : 0563 820401 

P,S. Available in 31b. catering cans too 
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"Freedom an' whisky gang thegither." 

Johnnie Walker 
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1':::\))\ A. KIRKPATRICK 

~}\\{\\\:.:: OF SCOTLAND LIMITED 

Bacon Curers: Manufacturers 
;.-

of Sausages, Pies, Cooked Meats, and 

Pre-packed Bacon 

KIRKPATRICK'S 
combine quality and service with distribution 

throughout Scotland, including a daily distri

bution service to Glasgow 

We aim to please - Give us a call today 

Tel: Stirling 2661 
Tel: Thornhill 365 

m EUROPE'S BIGGEST MEAT GROUP 
~MC -
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Souter Johnnie's House 
The home of John Davidson, village cobbler and original Souter Johnnie of 
Burns' 'Tam 0' Shanter'. Life sized stone figures of the Souter, Tam, the 
Innkeeper and his wife, in garden. Thatched cottage in Kirkoswald village, 
Ayrshire, contains Burns's relics. Open weekdays April to Sept. 2.30-6 p.m. 
or by appointment. Admission 15p. Children 5p. Custodian Mrs. E. B. N. 
Johnston, 4 Morven Crescent, Troon : also Mrs. T. G. McKellar, 56 Main 
Street, Kirkoswald (Tel: Kirkoswald 243). 

The Bachelors'Club 
In this 17th cent. thatched house, Burns and his friends formed 
their club in 1780 and it was here Burns was initiated into Free
masonry in 1781 . Small museum. Period furnishings. Open on 
request. In Tarbolton village, Ayrshire. Custodian : Mr. Sam Hay, 
28 Croft Street. (Tel. : Tarbolton 424). 

If you are tracing the 
footsteps of the Bard, 
visit these properties 
preserved for public 
enjoyment by 

'tJ!~ THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND 
.. 5 Charlotte Square Edinburgh EH2 4DU 031 -226 5922 
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The principal Dealers in the Local 

Authority field of investment 

invite inquiries 

SHORT LOAN & MORTGAGE 
COMPANY lTD. 

BANKERS, DISCOUNT AND FISCAL AGENTS 

118 OLD BROAD STREET 

LONDON EC2N 1AH 

Telephone: 01-5886292 (20 lines) 

Telex: 885380 

N. H. Woolley 
Be co. LTD. 

BANKERS 

118 OLD BROAD STREET 

LONDON EC2N 1AH 

Telephone: 01-588 6292 (20 lines) 

Telex: 885380 
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lJewar'S 
f 5~' tNt SCOTCH Wtt1 

' White Label" d 
111 - V· 
ohn Dewar &. So11S 

"Freedom and Whisky gang thegither" 
The Author's Ernest Cry and Prayer. 

' . 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit 
to the Tam 0' Shanter Inn. This historic building, 
the starting point of "Tam's" immortal ride to Alloway 
Kirk is now open to the public as a Museum, containing 
many interesting exhibits connected with Robert Burns 

and his epic story of "Tam 0' Shanter". 

Open Daily (except Sunday) 
April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 n60n to 4 p.m. 
During June, July, August Sundays .2.30 p.m. till 

5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults lOp School Children 5p. 
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Some hac meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it, 
But we hac meat and we can eat, 
And sae the Lord be thanket. 

SECRETARms OF 

BURNS CLUBS 

AND CALEDONIAN 

SOCmTmS 

are specially catered for 

by our Robert Burns 

Department 

PAPER NAPKINS (our own speciality) printed in colour with Poet's 
head and quotation Brithers A', Selkirk Grace, Auld Lang Syne or 45 Clan 
Crests and Tartan Scottie-Box of 250-£1·45p post free. Sample packet 
(50) 45p post free. NEW 'Burns 4 Toasts' 1 T Dinner Napkins Box of 
250-£2·65 post free, pkt. of 20-35p post free. 
MENU Cards-new BURNS designs in full colour. 

BOOKS. Our Tartan cloth bound pocket series (4 in. x 2!- ins.) gilt edge. 
Poems & Songs of Robert Burns (with notes)-6Op. 
'Brush up your Scotland' by Gordon Irving-60p. 

All new books on BURNS as published. 
Fine secondhand copies of early iIIustrated editions of Burns's Poems 
usually in stock. 

50 Superb 'Braemar' colour 35mm slides-'In the Steps of Robert Burns' 
£4·95 with extensive commentary on each view. 

TARTAN PAPER in rolls 22 in. x 11 yds. Tartan Ribbon -} in. and 1 in. 

SCOTTISH LION and ST. ANDREW'S FLAGS-wool bunting and silk 
nylon always in stock-prices on request. Also 7 in. x 10 in. flags on 
sticks for table or hall decoration-only 9p each. 

Send for our price List B.Sc.7 of Burns Supper and St. Andrew's Night 
specialities and souvenirs for all Scottish occasions. Inquiries invited. 

DINWIDDIE'S of 
UMFRIES 

'The Clan Gift Shop 

PRINTERS, PuBLISHERS, BooKSELLERS, STATIONERS, ETC. 

Established since 1846 by the Old Midsteeple, 

DUMFRIES (Telephone 5248). STD code 0387 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns:-Glasgow Herald. 

The National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

Created for Deserving Old People~as the most fitting Memorial 
to Poet Burns. 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the 
heart of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, 

carefully selected from all quarters. The Cottagers pay neither 
rent nor taxes, and in addition, receive an annual allowance. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, 
their own furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, 
and have their own friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object ofthe scheme is to allow the Cottagers 
to continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' 
in ideal surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose, 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:
John Findlay, 

Secretary and Treasurer, 
299 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G24LA 
Tel. 041-221 5951. 
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When in Dumfries-we invite you to visit our 

Bookshop 

Blacklock Farries & Sons 
General and Specialist Booksellers 

18-26 Church Crescent 

DUMFRIES 

Tel. 4288/9 : 62943 

Irvine Burns Club 
Now on view, in the Club Museum, 
Eglinton Street, Irvine: 

Five new and original paintings of scenes from 
Tam 0 Shanter' by Angus Scott. 
An original pencil drawing of the poet by Naysmith. 
The Irvine Collection of original Burns Manuscripts. 
Recently acquired beautifully bound copy of the 
Kilmarnock edition of Burns. 
Original Oil Painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by 
Chas. M. Hardie, A.R.SA 

The Club will be opened at any time by appointment 

Enquiries should be made to 

Andrew Hood, Hon. Secretary, 
Chamberhouses, Irvine. 

Telephone Irvine 78126 (day) 79596 (night). 
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Aboune them a' 

Mogerley~8 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 
49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 

Clydesdale 
Bank 
for my 
money 
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Building Contractors • • • 

1HOS. FINDLAY It Sons L~ 
MAUCHLINE 

Telepbone Mauebline 374/5 Establisbed 1879 

• • 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS FOR 
BUILDING WORK OF 

ALL KINDS 

JOINERY 
FOR BANKS, SCHOOLS, 

CHURCHES, HOUSES, HOTELS, etc. 

Woodworking Specialists 

Scottish 
Records 

LARGE SELECTION OF 
SCOTTISH & GAELIC 
RECORDS ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Hamilton's 
. 1080 Argyle Street (West end) 

Glasgow G3 8LY 
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Robert Burns's Journal of his Border Tour 

36 plates £2·00 

Robert Burns's Tours of the Highlands and 

Stirlingshire 50 plates £2·50 

Edited by Raymond Lamont Brown, these two 
books present Burns's travel journals and 
other documents in modern editions for the 
first time. 

THE BOYDELL PRESS 

P.O. BOX 24, IPSWICH IP1 1JJ 

Sole Distributors of the beautiful newly designed Edinburgh and 
Edcath(R) Northwest Territories Tartans 

HUGH MACPHERSON (SCOTLAND) LTD. 
Bagpipe and Kilt Makers, Knitwear Manufacturers, Highland Outfitters 

17 WEST MAITLAND STREET. EDINBURGH. EH12 5EA 
Telephone: 031-225 4008/9-Two lines 

Send for Price Lists. Agents in Canada, U.S.A .• Australia. 
New Zealand. South Africa, France. Belgium, HoI/and, Switzerland, 

Sweden, Saudi Arabia and Japan 

WHITE HEATHER 
(available all year round) 

Horse Shoes, Presentation Sprays, Buttonholes 

Send for illustrated leaflet; 

The Scottish White Heather Farm 

Toward Dunoon Argyll 
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OUT-Of-PRINT 
SCOTTISH BOOKS RDBBRT HORN 

of all types 

Frequent lists issued 

Please ask for the latest 

28 St. Enoch Square, 

Glasgow Gl 4DB 

041-221 5788 

S. S. STANSfiELD 
Bookseller • 

3 Castle Street 
fORTROSE 
Ross-shire 
Scotland 
IV10 8TH 

Suppliers of Badges and 

Insignia 

of Office to the 

BURNS FEDERATION 

ROBERT BURNS 
TIE 

Woven in Jacquard 
Wine Shade Terylene with 
Bards Head interspersed 
with thistles. Supplied in 
Presentation Box. 
£1.50 including P & P 
Overseas Postage 20p. 
VEITCH'S 
CORNER HOUSE 
PEEBLES EH458SA 
SCOTLAND 
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GRAm 
SCmGH 

WHISKY 

Visit the only Distillery in the Bums Country 
Write to: 
William Grant & Sons. Granaestone. Girvan. 
Ayrshire 
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Bank beneath 
this sign and 

say goodbye to money worries! 
At Bank of Scotland we have a 

. full rang~of. "Services, specially tail
ored for personal and business needs, 
which make managing your money as 
straightforward as cashing a cheque. 

If you already bank with us, 
you'll know exactly what we mean. 
If you don't-why not call at any of 
our 600 branches and start to live? See 
the Manager, and find out how we 
can help . 

.. ~n£~RY!:!!OTLIID 




