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FROM 

THE 

EDITOR 

MORE years ago than I care now to remember, when I was waffling my way 
1 through one of the papers in the final examination for the M.A. degree, one 
of the questions I was forced to fall back on-for want of something more factual, 
more positive-was: 'In what way has the British way of life and civilisation made 
its biggest impact worldwide, and by what methods is it maintained?' All that 
sticks in my mind was that I wrote at considerable length on the three pillars of 
British civilisation round the world: pipe bands, golf and Robert Burns. Such 
was the sheltered life I had led up till that time that, rack my brains as much as I 
could, I could think of no aspects of the Pax Britannica that did not have a pro
nounced Scottish flavour. 

A fair amount of foreign travel over the past umpteen years, however, has only 
tended to reinforce this viewpoint, whether it be the spectacle of pipe bands in 
Nepal, the 'new' St. Andrews links in Japan or President Amin disporting himself
to our intense embarrassment-in kilt and glengarry. Robert Burns is not a cult 
figure in the manner of some recent literary personalities like Tolkien and Dylan 
Thomas, but his presence is all-pervasive. Everyone, it seems, has heard of Burns 
though they may know little else. His words have been misquoted more often than 
those of any other poet (Shakespeare included) and the songs which he composed 
or revivified have become, in the parlance of Tin Pan Alley, 'standards' familiar 
everywhere. They have even become the subject of new interpretations which often 
render them wellnigh unrecognisable. Last January, for example, as I recovered 
from jet lag sprawled out on a sun lounger by the pool of the Shangri-La Hotel in 
Singapore, the haunting strains of an orientalised 'Auld Lang Syne' wafted across 
the limpid water every half hour or so on the hotel's efficient loudspeaker system, 
interspersed with other soporific muzak. And then, in Australia, there was a pop 
singer named Don-whose latest single 'Here's to you, here's to me, Here's to 
Love' incorporated both the words and music of 'Auld Lang Syne'. Its rapid rise 
in the charts was probably due to the familiarity of the 'backing'. 

From the ridiculous to the sublime. In the course of the past year Lord Britten 
died. One of the last works of this great composer was 'A Birthday Hansel' set 
to words of Burns and produced originally in honour of the 75th birthday of 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. Many people will remember Sir Peter Peers 
singing of 'Wee Willie Gray and his feather bonnet', to the accompaniment of 
Ossian Ellis on harp at last year's Edinburgh Festival. Burns himself was not 
averse to taking some traditional ballad and transforming it into an immortal work 
of art; and he in turn is the inspiration of countless artists in different media down 
to the present time. 

It is with some trepidation that I have taken on the duties of Editor of the Burns 
Chronicle. My predecessor, Arthur Daw, has set such a very high standard in the 
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two previous editions that I can only· try my best to meet his exacting yardstick. 
I have endeavoured to produce a varied mixture of the light and the serious, the 
scholarly treatise and the more ephemeral pieces of this passing world. Every 
editor must have a policy and mine is two-fold: a chronicle should be a record of 
contemporary happenings and personalities, and I want to reflect the truly inter
national nature of this great movement of ours. To these ends, therefore, I should 
like to strengthen the features headed 'Around the Clubs' and 'Personality Parade'. 
I want to put a face to those whose names crop up year after year, as contributors 
to the Chronicle or as indefatigable workers in the Burns movement. This should 
serve as a record, both for the present and for all time. Secondly I want to place 
on record the world-wide influence of Burns: how a farmer-poet from a small 
European country two centuries ago can be such a living force around the globe 
today. I want to give more substance-preferably with good black and white 
photographs-to some of the often cryptic club reports I have received from far 
and wide. 

Already plans are well in hand for the 1979 Annual Conference in Canada, as 
our Secretary, Jock Thomson, reports in these pages. Feelings may be divided on 
the wisdom of the annual jaunts to Moscow (no, not the one near Kilmarnock), 
but Burns is undeniably a potent force for world peace, and-Heaven knows-we 
need as much of that as we can get these days. Nearer home, we have pleasure in 
reporting the continuing success of the Schools Competitions, with more than 
120,000 pupils participating. If the Burns movement is to have a meaningful future, 
we must be ever-mindful of the younger generation. Our congratulations are due 
to Messrs. Finlayson and Glass for carrying on the good work, so nobly pioneered 
by Fred Belford. 

Fred had a record stint as Convener of the Schools Competitions sub-committee 
and in deciding to lay down the load, he was one of several conveners who have 
relinquished their onerous posts in the past year or two. On your behalf I should 
like to pay tribute to Alex MacMillan (Scottish Literature), George Vallance 
(Memorials) and Albert Finlayson (Schools); to these stalwarts, a sincere thank 
you. With it, too, a word of welcome and encouragement to those who have taken 
up where these veterans have left off: Sam Gaw (Memorials),James Glass (Schools) 
and last, but by no means least, Charles Easton (Liteiature), whose support, moral 
and otherwise, has kept me afloat after being pitched in at the deep-end, if you 
will pardon the metaphor. 

11 NEW ALL TERRACE, 

DUMFRIES, DGl lLN. 

BURNS QUIZ 

JAMES A. MACKAY 

THE two mistakes in last year's Quiz certainly weren't intentional-so apologies 
all round. At the same time, it was most heartening to find that so many people 

spotted them. That bodes well for the future, so far as the study of Robert Burns 
and his works are concerned. 

Now the corrections: 
The Burns Federation was instituted in 1885; the date 1891 was that of the 

introduction of the Burns Chronicle. 
While Gilbert is today the best known of the Poet's brothers, there were two 

others, William and John, who predeceased both Robert and Gilbert. 
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THE NEW PRESIDENT 

Abraham Clarkson Walker Train 
1977-78 

WHEN Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club (Fed. No.: 809) was instituted in 1957, 
the now sole remaining founder member, Abe Train, little dreamt that in 20 

years' time he would hold the highest position in the International Burns Movement. 
This great honour is no more than he deserves, having dedicated himself to the 
Burns Movement since that time. 

In 1958 he was appointed Club Delegate to the Lanarkshire Association meetings 
and carried out this duty until 1962, when he was elected President of his Club. This 
post he held until 1975, since when he has efficiently carried out the duties of Club 
Treasurer. 

He is held in high esteem in Burns circles all over Lanarkshire, so much so, that 
the Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs elected him President, not once, but 
twice, from 1962-64 and again 1966-67. In 1963 he was elected District Repre
sentative to the Burns Federation and executed the duties of this position with such 
enthusiasm and dignity that his subsequent election as Junior Vice-President in 
1975 came as no surprise to those in the movement who knew him well. He is 
also the current Treasurer of the Lanarkshire Association, having been elected to 
this post in 1967. 

Abe has been a very well-known singer, throughout Lanarkshire and beyond, 
since the mid 30's and during the war years entertained the Services and many 
hospitals. His fine bass-baritone voice is in great demand especially at Burns 
Suppers and, in fact, the seed of his interest in the Burns Movement was sown when 
singing at such functions. Music is his great passion and for a number of years he 
was Choirmaster of a local Youth Club choir. 

Abe was born in Wishaw in 1911 and was educated at Wishaw Academy. Most 
of his working life was spent in the employ of reputable firms in the heavy engineer
ing and constructional work of the district. 

A great family man, Abe has enjoyed over 45 years of marriage. His wife Liz, 
also an ardent Burns devotee, has been a member of Allanton Jolly Beggars for 
many years. She served as Secretary of the Club for a period of three years. They 
have a family of three daughters and one son, all now married with families of 
their own. 

His many friends and colleagues wish Abe a very happy and successful year. 
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Photo Scottish Tourist Board 

The Land o' Burns Centre, Alloway, inaugurated by Moira Anderson on 21 st June, 1977. 

AWARD-WINNING FESTIVAL PUTS SUMMER SPOTLIGHT ON 
ROBERT BURNS 

THE award-winning Robert Burns Festival, which was held from 21 June to 
2 July, focused a midsummer spotlight on the poet's work and life. 

The Festival began with the inauguration of the Land o' Burns Centre in 
Alloway. The inaugural ceremony was performed by Moira Anderson, the 
well-known Scots singer. 

The festival, which won a certificate of commendation in the British Tourist 
Authority's 1976 Come to Britain contest, paid tribute to Burns in song, story, 
poetry, music and drama. Most of the events took place at Rozelle House, Ayr, 
but there were also key attractions at Dumfries, Irvine and Kilmarnock. 

John Cairney, who had recently returned from a successful tour of Canada and 
New Zealand, was the festival's artistic director, and he presented his solo per
formance of 'The Robert Burns Story' at all four centres. 

An episode from Burns' life in Irvine was depicted in Joan Biggar's play 'A 
Bird's Wing Beating', premiered at Ayr and repeated at Irvine. Jean Redpath, 
recently returned from recording Burns' songs in America, gave a selection of 
Burns and traditional songs. 
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International contributions to the festival were made by the American Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus and the Eiks Smarka Band from Norway. 

At a symposium, at Rozelle House on 2 July, a panel of four distinguished 
authorities discussed the national poet. The speakers were Maurice Lindsay 
(on Burns and Nationhood), Jean Redpath (Burns the Collector), John Edgar 
(Burns the Mason), and Jock Thomson (The Merry Muses of Caledonia). 

Traditional dancing, pipe and brass bands, sheep-dog trials and side-shows were 
features of an open-air event 'The Holy Fair' at Rozelle House on the afternoon 
of 25 June and the fair continued in the evening with the presentation by local 
groups of a programme of song, dance and drama. 

The Robert Burns Festival was presented by Theatre Consultants (Scotland) in 
association with Kyle and Carrick District Council, Kilmarnock and Loudoun 
District Council, the Scottish Arts Council and the Scottish Tourist Board. 

LAND 0' BURNS ADDS NEW DIMENSION TO SCOTTISH HOLIDAYS 

THE Land o' Burns interpretation centre will add a new dimension to Scottish 
holidays and attract about 100,000 visitors a year, Mr. Robin MacLellan, 

Chairman of the Scottish Tourist Board, said at the official opening of the new 
centre in Alloway recently. 

Scots singer Moira Anderson performed the official opening when she unveiled 
a plaque in the centre's theatre. 

The centre, modern in design and unique in presentation, was built by Kyle and 
Carrick District Council in association with the Scottish Tourist Board. 

Among the speakers at the opening were Provost Alex Paton and members of 
Kyle and Carrick District Council; and Mr. Hutchison Sneddon, Member of the 
Scottish Tourist Board and Chairman of the Burns Country Development Commit
tee, which has developed the Burns Heritage Trail. 

Mr. MacLellan said the centre marked a new era of understanding Robert 
Burns and telling the story of Scotland's poet. 

The Burns Trail formed a chain of heritage sites which charted the life and 
times of Burns for visitors and for the Scottish people. 

'Now we have a key link in that chain,' he went on. 'The Lando' Burns is a 
major new landma1k in the heritage trail, and it is our most significant development 
so far.' 

The centre would add a new dimension to Scottish holidays and attract about 
100,000 visitors a year. 

'It will greatly heighten the enjoyment of our national poet for the Scottish 
people themselves, whether they are on holiday or just visiting Alloway,' Mr. 
MacLellan said. 

'It will attract many more visitors from England and Wales, and from many 
overseas countries where there is an immense interest in Burns and where his 
poetry has been translated into many languages.' 

'The centre is extremely handy for visito1sjust off the plane at Prestwick. It will 
encourage them to stay awhile and explore the rest of the fascinating Burns 
country.' 

'In addition, Scottish teachers and their pupils will find their knowledge and 
experience of Burns enhanced and clarified by the wonderful audio-visual presen
tation which brings the story of Burns to life.' 
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Burns-
the Naturalised Russian 

by Gabriel Feldman 

THIS article on Scotland's national 
poet is written by Gabriel Feldman, 

a Moscow school teacher who is in 
charge of the Pushkin-Burns Club in 
Moscow, originally formed some years 
ago among secondary school children. 
Its scope and activities have since 
broadened considerably. Among its 
achievements is the publication of a 
book, The Immortal Memory, in Russian 
and English, in conjunction with the 
Foreign Literature Library and the 
U.S.S.R.-Great Britain Society. The 
book contains tributes to Burns by 
members of the Club. 

As he lay dying from his wound, the 
famous Russian poet Pushkin turned to 
his books and murmured quietly: 
'Farewell, friends ... '. Among those 
friends was a volume of poems by 
Robert Burns, published in Edinburgh 
in 1787. The leaves were cut only up to 
page 22-for despite his interest in 
Scots literature Pushkin found the 
Scottish vernacular difficult. 

The first prose translation of Burns 
in Russian appeared in 1800, four 
years after the poet's death. In 1829 
the blind poet Ivan Kozlov made the 
first translations into verse. Mikhail 
Lermontov also did some fine verse 
translations, albeit extremely free ones. 

Later on, in the mid-nineteenth cen
tury, the revolutionary poet Mikhail 
Mikhailov, highly impressed by the 
romantlic sentiments, lyricism and 
vitality of Burns's poetry, did a number 
of superb translations: John Anderson 

Left: Ivan Kozlov, Burns' first Russian 
translator in 1800. 

My Jo, John Barleycorn, To a Mountain 
Daisy, To a Mouse, and The Plough
man. 

Vissarion Belinsky, an eminent Rus
sian revolutionary democrat, named 
Burns, alongside Shakespeare and the 
English romantic poets, as one of those 
whose names and works formed part 
of the rich treasury of lyrical poetry. 

Burns was a wellspring of pure poetry 
-this was the opinion expressed by 
Ivan Turgenev in a letter to Nikolai 
Nekrasov, the poet. He added: 'I am 
sure you will be delighted by Burns and 
will enjoy translating his poems'. 

Unfortunately Nekrasov was not 
able to make a start on this work. 

To mark the centenary of Burns's 
death, a collection of forty of his poems, 
translated by contemporary Russian 
poets, was published in 1897. This was 
the first such edition in Russia. A 
second edition was published seven 
years later. 

Among those who have translated 
Burns in Soviet times are poets Eduard 
Bagritsky and Tatyana Shchepkina
Kupernik, who succeeded in conveying 
to Russian readers the full charm of a 
number of hitherto untranslated verses 
of Burns. 

But it was when Samuel Marshak, 
poet and translator, began working on 
Burns's poetry that the national poet of 
Scotland really experienced a renais
sance on Russian soil. 

Marshak began translating Burns in 
1913, when he was 37. By then he was 
already a nature poet himself, a man 
with a tremendous knowledge and 
understanding of the art. He devoted 
much of his time over the next forty 
years to the translation of Burns's 
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works, with the result that the poetry 
of the Scottish bard is now widely 
available to the Russian reader. 

It is interesting to note that in 1936 a 
Soviet literary scholar affirmed that 
'there can be no question of an exact 
translation, an exact reproduction of 
Burns's metre and rhythm and at the 
same time a thoroughly accurate con
veyal of his idea'. 

Marshak rejected this approach, 
which was that of mediocrities who had 
tried their hand at poetic translation. 
They missed the essence of the verse, 
scrutinised the text word by word and 
became-as the Russian poet Vassili 
Zhukovsky aptly put it-the slaves 
rather than the rivals of the original. 

Instead, Marshak went right into the 
great world of Burns; he not only 
opened up that world to the modern 
reader, making it interesting and under
standable to him, but he managed to 
reproduce the feel of the epoch, the 
style of the poet and heartbeat of his 
work, with all its moods, joyful and 
sorrowful. 

By his untiring and inspired effort to 
understand all the nuances of the 
Scottish eighteenth century vernacular 
-incidentally Burns's present-day com
patriots do not all understand it
Marshak succeeded, in the words of 
Kornei Chukovsky, the Soviet writer, 
in making Burns a naturalised Russian. 

During the last world war Soviet 
Army soldiers at the front carried 
Marshak's volume of Burns in their 
knapsacks along with works by Pushkin, 
Mayakovsky and other favourites. 

Burns is now known in all parts of 
the Soviet Union. Soviet readers love 
his sly humour, his biting satire, his 
tender lyricism, his passionate love of 
freedom and deep faith in the reign of 
peace on earth. 

'At the very beginning of 1912 I went 
to study in England, having reached 
agreement with several newspapers 
and magazines on sending material. 
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Soon after our arrival I and my wife 
Sofia entered London University. I 
became a student in the arts faculty and 
she in the faculty of exact sciences. 

'In my faculty the English language, 
its history and the history of English 
literature were compulsory subjects. 
We devoted particularly much time to 
Shakespeare, but all the same I grew 
to love English poetry, most of all from 
the books in the University library. In 
that crowded room, close-packed with 
book-cases and having a view of the 
busy Thames, teeming with barges, I 
first made the acquaintance of those 
works I later translated-Shakespeare's 
sonnets, and the poems of Blake, Burns, 
Keats, Browning and Kipling ... 

'I began the translations in England, 
working in that quiet library. And I 
did not do it as a commission, but out 
of love-just as I wrote my own lyrical 
poems. I was first of all drawn to the 
English and Scottish folk ballads, to 
William Blake, poet of the late eight
eenth and early nineteenth century, 
who won fame and a place among the 
classics many years after his death, and 
his contemporary Robert Burns, 
national poet of Scotland, who died in 
the eighteenth century.' 

SAMUEL MARSHAK 
(from the article 'About Myself') 

'Robert Burns is a rare and amazing 
phenomenon in poetry. Son of a Scot
tish peasant, and a peasant himself, he 
often composed verses in the field as he 
worked. His poetry is striking evidence 
of the tremendous creative powers of 
the people.' 

ALEXANDER TV ARDOVSKY 

* * * * 
The book Robert Burns (Marshak's 
translation), to which new additions 
have constantly been made, has run 
into seven editions, with a total imprint 
of 275,000. In Soviet times there have 
been 24 editions of Burns's works 
altogether, with a total imprint of 



853,000. They have appeared in various 
languages of the Soviet Union, includ
ing Russian, Ukrainian, Byelorussian, 
Georgian, Bashkirian, Moldavian and 
Estonian. 

* * * * 
Burns's biography, written by Rita 
Wright-Kovaleva, the well-known trans
lator, for the 'Lives of Famous People' 
series, has reached a third edition with 
a total imprint of 220,000. A mono
graph on Burns's work by Professor 
Anna Elistratova has also been pub
lished in the Soviet Union. 

* * * * 
Burns-in Marshak's translations-has 
provided inspiration for many Soviet 
composers, among them Shostakovich 
and Kabalevsky. 

A recording of nine romances of 
Burns (Marshak's translations) set to 
music by Georgi Sviridov, is extremely 
popular; these romances are widely 
sung by two well-known singeH
Artur Eizen and Alexander Vedernikov. 

Concert readings of Burns are always 
assured of good audiences. 

* * * * 
Samuel Marshak has been in Scotland 
~everal times, visiting the farm at 
Ellisland and the small cottage built by 
Burns's own hands. 

Emrys Hughes, Labour M.P. and 
author, who accompanied Marshak on 
these tours of the Burns country, has 
remarked upon the amazing knowledge 
exhibited by his Soviet friend, even on 
his first visit to Scotland, of the places 
associated with Burns. Hughes often 
says that he felt like the visitor with 
Marshak as volunteer guide. 

Marshak was popular with the Scots 
and was elected honorary President of 
the Fedtration of Burns Clubs. In 
Moscow he was constantly receiving 
visitors from Scotland, and a great deal 
of correspondence, too. 

As Emrys Hughes put it, Marshak 
was the finest unofficial ambassador 
the USSR had in Scotland. 

KEEPING the image and memory of Robert Burns green in Victoria, capital 
city of Canada's British Columbia, Yvonne Helen Stevenson, author of Burns 

and His Bonnie Jean, was a recent guest speaker during a 'Meet the Victoria Author' 
series of talks sponsored by the Greater Victoria Public Library. Also reviewed by 
the author on that occasion was her recently-completed new book covering the 
Burns-Highland Mary romance. 

The author also gave a half-hour programme on The Songs of Robert Burns on 
Television Channel 10 (Victoria) which was repeated on four subsequent dates 
due to popular demand. 

Miss Stevenson was also interviewed on her Burns books on Television 
programme Ed Gould on Books, weekly feature of interviews with Canadian 
authors on their books. 
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MY TESTIMONY 
by Harold Hampson 

of the Canterbury Burns Club, Christchurch, New Zealand 

JN June, 1976 I visited a man who 
noted with interest that I carried a 

Burns Club membership card, and I 
was promptly faced with a test question. 
What did I find in Robert Burns to cause 
me to become a member of a club that 
carried his name? My questioner, 
whom I would call a learned man, was 
not the kind who would accept a stock 
answer, but, greatly to my relief, he 
accepted my explanation with pleasure. 

I was not so pleased as he. I realised 
that I was not at all clear as to the 
reason or reasons for my life-long 
devotion to the Bard. I had had many 
many years to arrive at a clear and con
cise conclusion and I had not done so. 
Certainly I had long had a vague 
notion; but, how does one convey a 
vague notion to another person! And 
now, if I write down my findings and 
conclusions I shall in effect, have 
written my testimony. So, I shall so 
call it. It is my testimony as a life-long 
disciple of Robert Burns, poe1, prose 
writer, song writer, letter writer, litera
teur; a man of his time and a man of 
our times. 

I am controlled in my opinions by the 
kind of person a writer is. Thus, from 
the days when I first began reading, I 
wanted to know who had written what; 
what was he like; where did he live; 
what was his attitude to other men; 
and, above all, what was his philosophy. 
Armed with this kind of information it 
is easier to deduce the motive behind the 
writing. But, it also means that I have 
collected a number of 'rejects', not 
because they are not good writers, but 
because they run counter to my own 
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personal philosophy. 
In British literature alone, there were 

writers who wrote for personal aggrand
isement; there were those who sought 
favours by flattery; and there were those 
who would readily 'bend with the wind' 
and change their views to blend with 
those of influential people. There are 
literary pieces and musical scores, read in 
ourownday, which, when they were writ
ten or composed, were so done in order 
to gain favour with a Queen or a Prime 
Minister and thus gain an honour or a 
remunerative post. 

Re-reading all of Burns's letters, or, 
I should say, all those of which I hold 
a record; recalling the inherent mes
sage in so many of his poems; and, 
reading of his way of life, convinces me 
that the Bard wrote and lived for all 
men, the majority of whom could never 
offer him more than approbation. 

Hence, one reason for my apprecia
tion of, and my devotion to Robert 
Burns. 

Burns was not a philosopher in the 
sense that he was so categorised but his 
philosophy emerges clearly from his 
writing; so that by the end of his short 
life, he had, without specifically intend
ing to do so, portrayed and brilliantly 
illustrated a philosophy of life that was 
to take his name around the world, and 
upon which are founded innumerable 
Clubs and organisations, and which 
clarifies the true meaning of life to 
countless millions from kings and 
statesmen to ordinary working people. 

One definition of his philosophy that 
we have in a few words, is contained in 
his letter to Mrs. Dunlop from Ellisland 



in June, 1789, and which has been 
reproduced in one of our Burns Supper 
programmes. Burns calls it his creed. 
'Whatever mitigates the woes, or in
creases the happiness of others, this is 
my criterion of goodness; and, what
ever injures society at large or any 
individual in it, this is my measure of 
iniquity.' 

A masterpiece of conciseness; a 
strong and noble statement, equalled 
many times, but not surpassed in rich
ness of meaning, in clarity of definition 
of intent, and in beauty of expression, 
from Homer's 'Iliad' to Milton's ideal 
living, to Shakespeare's sayings and 
sonnets. The Bard's creed that helps us 
to understand his philosophy of life is 
lofty and comprehensive, yet down to 
earth. It is from a practical man who is 
also a dreamer and an idealist. I like 
it so much that I shall call it my second 
reason for my appreciation of and my 
•levotion to Robert Burns. 

Robert Burns was a factual writer 
and an idealist, weaving his verse around 
people, places, and events. But he was 
also subject to flights of fancy, and what 
a good thing this now is for us! 

His 'Tam o' Shanter', now hailed as 
a great piece of writing even by the 
most exacting critics, has delighted 
more readers than could be estimated. 
This kind of writing fills a great need 
and can be said to be suited to most 
people. Shades of Lord Dunsany, Walter 
de la Mare, Edgar Allen Poe, the 
brothers Grimm, and Greek fables, 
myths and legends. Even Robert Louis 
Stevenson qualifies; his 'Treasure 
Island' is a flight of fancy that has 
delighted almost as many adults as 
boys. 

'Holy Willie's Prayer,' a parody on 
false righteousness; how delicious to 
the devout, to the cynic, to the observer 
of human frailties, in short, to everyone 
having a modicum of humour in their 
make-up. Examples are endless, they 
appear in the Bard's verse and in his 

letters. They constitute a never ending 
pleasure for me; hence my third reason 
for my appreciation of and my devotion 
to Robert Burns. 

One of the oldest of religions is 
Hinduism (Hindus prefer to call it 'a 
way of life'). Of all the deities therein, 
Lord Krishna is the most popular. The 
reasons for this are: that he was believed 
to be a real man-not a myth; he was a 
soldier; a farmer; a leader; he tried his 
hand at minor verse; it is accepted that 
he was not entirely virtuous; and funda
mentally he was a good man. Also it is 
reputed that he loved the dairy-maids. 
In a word he was a man to whom so 
many Indians can relate and would like 
to emulate. He was a no nonsense 
figure whom Hindus can readily under
stand. 

Robert Burns acts upon people today 
like a magnet; he is real; he is honest; 
he is frank; he is gifted; and he can be 
understood by all. He is a man of our 
times. His world was not an easy one; 
neither is ours. His ventures sometimes 
succeeded and sometimes failed. He 
experienced the emotions and torment 
of the affiliations of youth, and knew 
both the dismay and tranquility of 
family life. 

He was industrious; he knew the joy 
of well-being and the despair of ill 
health; he was gracious, courteous and 
considerate. He did not suffer fools 
gladly; neither was he vindictive with 
intent to injure. Without adding to 
these virtues and ,characteristics he is 
already bigger than I can assimilate. I 
need not look farther; I have my fourth 
reason for my appreciation of and my 
devotion to Robert Burns. 

And now, if I am again asked what I 
find in Robert Burns I am clearer in my 
mind and I am able to answer. 

I shall say, I would be happy to 
answer your question; first you must 
join our Club and then I will introduce 
you to one of the finest men who ever 
walked on this planet. 
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Professor Toshio Namba, with a group of his Burns' students in Tokio. 

Burns's Songs in Japan 
by Professor Toshio Namba 

JN I 972 the Burns Chronicle paid 
tribute to Professor Toshio Namba 

for the valuable work he has done in 
furthering the Burns cause in Japan. 
The photograph accompanying this 
tribute showed some of the many books 
on Burns and Scottish subjects published 
by the professor. I have several of them 
and they are all attractive publications. 

The following essay shows how, 
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largely through Professor Namba's 
efforts, the songs of Burns 'have flowed 
into Japan' and have made their influ
ence felt in re-shaping the nation's 
music and poetry, and introducing new 
democratic ideas: in a word, playing a 
not unimportant part in the moderni
sation of Japan. 

Professor Namba hopes to pay 
another visit to Scotland in I 978. 



It might have been rather difficult for 
us in Japan to understand fully the 
songs of Robert Burns, as we were born 
in a part of the world far removed from 
the circle of haggis and John Barley
corn. It might have been said that, in 
the second half of the nineteenth 
century, we were anxious to absorb a 
different type of culture as quickly as 
possible, to produce a so-called modern 
country. It was in this early period of 
rapid westernisation, and particularly 
in the period of the Emperor Meiji 
(l 868-1912) that the songs of Burns were 
first introduced to Japan. 

For us, Japanese, they were not only 
unusual in their lyricism but also in the 
melody and rhythm (particularly the 
'Scotch snap' syncopation or penta
tonic scale). For the sake of dissemin
ating Burns's songs among the general 
public in Japan it was necessary to make 
translations of the verses, more para
phrase than parody, into our language. 
For example, Comin' thro' th' Rye 
became The Sky of Old Home in the 
translated version of Tageki Ohwada 
(died 1911), professor at Tokyo Higher 
Normal School (now Tokyo University 
of Education). 

This song was originally published in 
a collection of songs intended fo1 prim
ary schools. It was particularly well 
adapted to our musical education in 
both the Meiji era and during the reign 
of his successor, the Emperor Taisho 
(1912-25), and remains one of the most 
popular ballads till this day. I myself 
sang this song, partly in Japanese, in 
the NHK programme Auld Lang Syne 
is a Light of Firefly, transmitted to 

* The Poet's name in the Kata Kana syllabic 
alphabet appears literally as Ro-be-to 
Be-nzu. 

Europe, with an introduction by 
William Horsely on 14th December, 
1974. This song by Ohwada is still 
being used as a music text, though not 
so often as formerly. 

Another Burns' song which has a 
special appeal to the Japanese is Oh, 
Wert Thou in the Cauld Blast whose 
plaintive melody by Mendelssohn is so 
appropriate to the versr. I myself 
translated the words of this song, for 
the sleeve of the long-playing record in 
Japanese by the Columbia company. 
Readers may be interested to have the 
Japanese words of this song, set to 
Mendelssohn's music. 

0, Ki-mi to yu ka 
N, a no o ka ko e 
Te ka ze tsu me ta ku to mo 
Te o to ri te yu kan 
A ra shi fu ju to te me 
I za yu kan i za yu kan 
Ko ko ro ka ra to mo ni 
Fu ta ri wa chi ka i nu 

0, ki-mi ko so a-re ba 
Fu ki su sa bu o-ka ni 
Sa-ba-ku sa e pa-ra-u ai su 
Ki mi to mo ni a re ba 
Ko no se ka-i o-mo 
Ki-mo ni sa sa gen 
Ko yo na ki mo no-yo 
U ru wa shi ki ki mi yo 

I hope that better words than mine 
may appear some day. 

Our traditional Japanese music con
sists of monotone without harmony, 
but since the Meiji era generations of 
Japanese have been educated in the 
German musical system, using the tonic 
sol-fa scale for harmony and melody. 
In this context, songs like Comin' Thro' 
th' Rye and Oh, Wert Thou in the Cauld 
Blast have played an important part. 

Mr. Naoye Momba, one of our 
leading musical scholars, composed a 
Japanese version of Scots, wha ha'e wi' 
Wallace bled in the 33rd year of the 
Showa era (1958) under the title of Oh 
Brave Soldiers in the heroic style of 
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Oh. Wert Thou in the Cauld Blast. 
Robert Baral. P. Meadelaoha. 

Japanese classical poetry. Since then 
this song has become quite a hit with 
the younger generation. I myself have 
also produced a version of this stirring 
song and this appears in A Study of 
Scottish and English Songs, published 
in February, 1977 by the Tokyo 
Kyogakusha Publising Company Ltd. 
18 
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It would appear that increasing fami
liarity with the songs of Burns over the 
years in no way has diminished their 
impact on us Japanese. Scots, wha ha'e, 
in both words and music, has a strong 
appeal to the Japanese. They echo for 
us the sentiments of our own brave 
military marches and stirring battle 



Professor Peter Bramwell Clarke. 

songs, and the historical background 
to the song, the struggle of the Scottish 
nation for its independence under the 
inspired leadership of J(jng Robert 

Bruce, is familiar to us. 
But it is the charm of Burns's songs 

in particular that prompts us to sing 
them. Both in singing and recitation 
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the works of Burns exercise a stronger 
appeal for us than those of any other 
poet in the British Isles. The works of 
Burns were the subject of the meeting 
of the Japan Celtic Society, held on 4th 
December, 1976 in Marian Hall's Green 
Parlour of the Sacred Heart Women's 
University of Tokyo, in the presence of 
H.l.H. Princess Michiko. 

I was privileged on that occasion to 
express something on the influence of 
Burns's songs in Japan since the Meiji 
era. As Burns exerted a good influence 
on us, we became richer in poetic 
thought. From the very bottom of our 
hearts we are thankful for his poetic 
achievements. 

As knowledge of the English language 
progressed in Japan in the 1920's, 
interest was focused on the subtleties 
of the Scottish tongue. Credit for 
awakening this interest lies with the 
late Professor Peter Bramwell Clarke, 
who inculcated in his students (myself 
included) a love of Lowland Scots and 
a comprehensive understanding of it. 
Thus we are even able to sing the songs 
of Burns in the original language. 
During a visit to Scotland in August, 
1973 I had the good fortune to meet 
Professor Clarke's daughter in Edin
burgh, thanks to a piece of publicity in 
the Sunday Post. 

Nowadays, of course, our under
standing of Burns's songs in the original 
tongue is greatly assisted by the many 
Scottish records which are freely avail
able in Japan. These records have 
helped our singers and reciters to master 
the intricacies of Scottish pronunication. 

Another great favourite, especially 
with young girls, is Afton Water. For 
many years this tended to be more 
familiar in melody than in the words 
and I was concerned to make it better 
known to my students. It was this, in 
fact, that impelled me to try my hand 
at translating the poems of Burns, the 
first volume of which was published by 
the Daigaku-Shorin Company of Tokyo 
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in 1958. This work is now in its seventh 
edition and has enjoyed an enormous 
succes~ in recent years. Through this 
medium the beautiful lyricism of Afton 
Water has been brought before a wider 
audience. 

We might say that the philosophy 
expressed by Burns in his lyrics goes 
much deeper than our understanding. 
Whenever we sing or hear his songs 
here in Japan-so far away from the 
land of the heather and the kilt, there 
is still something indefinable in his 
words which strikes a chord deep in 
the subconscious of the Japanese people. 
The songs of Burns were among the 
first elements of Western culture to 
reach Japan in the years following the 
accession of the Emperor Meiji and the 
downfall of the Tokugawa Shogunate 
which had held Japan in the grip of 
stagnant feudalism for centuries. It is 
difficult for Westerners-or even modern 
Japanese for that matter-to appreciate 
just how closed a society we had before 
the Meiji era. As an example, I would 
cite the case of the great patriot Shoin 
Yoshida, imprisoned in 1854 and con
demned to death in 1859. His crime 
was merely that he had gone abroad-an 
act which was forbidden on pain of 
death. 

Western culture spread like wildfire 
after 1868 as the country, so long starved 
of contact with the outside world, was 
more receptive to new ideas. It was in 
this heady atmosphere that the works 
of Robert Burns met a ready and atten
tive audience. Art has no frontiers, and 
the words and music of these Scottish 
songs taught us much about humanity, 
let alone the distinctive character of 
Scottish culture. Nevertheless, it is 
difficult to explain the special appeal of 
Burns to us. His songs outdistanced 
others of the Western world, far beyond 
our imagination. They brought the 
Burns cult to us and it is firmly enshrined 
in our oriental islands, just as his poetry 
and views are emhrined in our hearts. 



LONG SERVICE RECORDS 

LAST year we printed a feature on Coldstream's record of only three Secretaries 
in 80 years and appealed for information from Clubs who had a claim to beat 

this. Two clubs have so far responded. Robert Donaldson, Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Kelso Burns Club sends us the following item. 

The late Alexander Bell Tully, M.R.C.V.S. ('Ecky' Tully) is first mentioned in 
our Minutes in 1899 when he sang a song or two. From 1900 to 1905 inclusive he 
alternated between being Chairman and Croupier, and he was appointed Secretary 
1906. This post he held right through until 1960, when I took over, so he was in 
office as Secretary for 53 years! 

He was a great local character and was a vet of no mean repute, especially in 
regard to hunters and racehorses, a not very successful farmer, and certainly no 
respecter of officialdom or people who considered themselves to be of great 
importance (in many ways not unlike Burns himself). Not only was he Secretary 
of the Club, but he chaired the Annual Supper for many years up to 1959, and he 
was our guest of honour at the 1960 Supper. 

It was a typical remark of Mr. Tully's to me, when I discovered that he had not 
written up the Minute Book since 1923 and I suggested that that was a pity. He 
said 'What the hell div 'e want Minutes fur? If there's onything 'e want tae ken, 
jist ask me-Ah can mind it a'!' 

From William R. Shanks, Secretary and Treasurer of Balerno Burns Club, 
comes a claim on behalf of Johnny Fairbairn. The Balerno Burns Club was formed 
in January, 1881 when 23 men sat down to the first Burns Supper. Johnny Fair
bairn kept a record of that inaugural meeting and also made brief notes about the 
Supper of 1882 when 28 people took part. He mentioned the Chairman giving the 
Immortal Memory, the two croupiers and three men singing, himself included. 
From this there is no doubt that Johnny Fairbairn acted as Secretary of the Club 
from the very outset, though a formal Club constitution was not drawn up till 1883 
when he was actually thus designated. 

From 1881 he kept accurate and regular minutes of the meetings and club 
activities. His Silver Jubilee as Secretary rated a mention in the local press in 1905 
and a newspaper cutting to this effect was duly pasted into the Minute-Book. 
Apart from Johnny, the last of the six original office bearers died in 1910, but 
still he soldiered on. The Club continued to function without a break throughout 
the First World War. His Golden Jubilee as Secretary was celebrated in 1930 and 
he carried on till 1933 when he felt it was time for a younger man to take on the 
job. He thus held office as Secretary for fully 52 years, though we can quite legiti
mately claim that, as prime mover and organiser of the first Supper in January, 
1881, his service was even longer. Thus his tenure of office equals, if not surpasses, 
that of Willie Gray of Coldstream. Johnny Fairbairn continued as an ordinary 
member till 1936 when he died, having been associated with the Club for 56 years. 

Unfortunately a full list of those attending the inaugural Supper has not 
survived so we do not know whether Tom Horsburgh was present on that occasion. 
His name is mentioned in the 1882 list of attendance and thereafter he was an active 
member of the Club till his death in 1938. This gives him a known membership of 
57 years. Is this a record? He was appointed Chairman in 1910 and held that office 
till his death. 

P.S. I'm a young ane yet; I just joined in 1932. 
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DOROTHY I. WALKER 

R ETFORD and District Caledonian Society was resuscitated in I 949, federated 
in 1950 and, since this latter date, the names of the Society and Dorothy 

Walker have been synonymous. During these twenty-seven years as Honorary 
Secretary/Treasurer, she has, with unconcealed joy, watched 'her' Society increase 
in membership, influence and status. 

G. Irvine, Chairman of the XVIIlth District Burns Federation writes : A 
perfectionist in all things relative to the Society, she has been a tower of strength 
to her many Presidents, all of whom are fully appreciative of her drive, guidance 

and advice. 
She has held, with distinction, the offices of President of Retford and District 

Caledonian Society, and of the Scottish Presidents' Association to which she was 
the first lady elected as such. 

Associated with many organisations in the town itself, she is well-known and 
popular with all. It can be said with impunity that she is one of the best missionaries 
whom Scottish Societies have in England. 

Long may her mi::;sionary work continue. 

J. ALLEN IRVINE 

TO the majority of Scottish Societies 
forming the Eighteenth Di ~trict of 

the Burns Federation, 'Oor Mirna' is a 
weel-kent face. Having been associated 
with these Societies for over twenty 
years, she i<> President of Clumber Burns 
Club, a Past Pre·sident of Retford and 
District Caledonian Society, and for 
seven years filled the onerous position of 
Honorary Secretary to the North-East 
Midlands Association of Scottish 
Societies ... a post she relinquished 
only two years ago. 

Popular and well-liked by all , her 
drive and enthusiasm is infectious; and 
her willingness to help, subscribe to, 
and further any worthy cause is widely 
accepted. 

Elected to the Executive of the Burns 
Federation about four years ago, she is 
a regular attender at the Quarterly 
Meeting where she is, by no means, a 
silent observer; is a member of both 
the Schools and the Literature ·Sub-
Committees ; and ensures that the 
views and thoughts of the Eighteenth 
District are made knowa. 

23 



LAWRENCE RUXTON BURNESS became conscious of his connection with 
the Poet over 50 years ago when he started taking an interest in the genealogy 

of his family . 
A small framed genealogical table of the family had always had an honoured 

place in the home and he set about expanding this at an early age. Working in 
London naturally brought him within the orbit of the Burns Club of London and 
he served on the Council until he was sent out to Burma by his firm in 1936. He 
soon learned to speak Burmese fluently and also had a working knowledge of 
Hindustani. He was caught up in the War against Japan and was among the 
first batch of officers to be commissioned in the Burma R.N.V.R. in which he 
served until 1947 rising to the rank of Lieut-Commander. Not long after his 
return home the family moved back to Aberdeen and he became involved with 
the affairs of the Aberdeen Burns Club of which he is now Patron. 

By the time he met the late Mr. William Coull Anderson in 1964 he had already 
amassed a wealth of data on his family and this, together with the considerable 
amount of material which William Coull Anderson himself had collected, formed 
the basis of the Library of Genealogy at Arbroath when he was appointed its 
Keeper in 1970, a post which he still holds. And so his life long hobby has become 
his profession. 
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WILLIAM R. MURRAY became a committee member of the Stonehaven 
(Fatherland) Burns Club in 195 l and has since held office as Vice-President 
(1962-5) and President from 1965 to the present day. He retired in April 1976 after 
37 years' teaching service in Mackie Academy, Stonehaven, latterly as assistant 
principal teacher of English. There he encouraged pupils to take an interest in 
Burns' songs and poetry, organised the school's entries in the Burns Federation 
competitions, and assisted for many years in the production of the school magazine. 
He has served as Vice-Chairman of the Glenbervie Burns Memorials Association 
since 1968, and in 1976 was elected President of the Northern Scottish Counties 
Association of Burns Clubs. He lives in Banchory and since his retirement has been 
engaged in seasonal work for the National Trust for Scotland. He is currently 
senior guide at Crathes Castle. His main hobby is gardening and other interests 
include history and archaeology. 
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JAMES PARNHAM 

A NATIVE of Roslin, Midlothian, Jim Parnham was one of the many Scots who 
sought the greener grass south of the border at the end of the Second World 

War. Upon demobilisation from the R.A.F. in 1945 he flitted with his Hawick-born 
wife Sally and their three young children to Yorkshire and settled in Leeds. 

The Parnhams joined the Leeds Caledonian Society and over the years Jim held 
various offices including Chairman of Council , Secretary and Editor of the Society's 
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magazine Hoots Mon! He is now an Honorary Vice-President of the Leeds Society 

and while less active on its Committee work, he and Sally still attend some of the 

annual functions. 
For many years Jim has been something of a 'Liaison Officer' among Scottish 

Societies in Yorkshire. A founder and administrator of the inter-societies Quiz, 

and also District Representative on the Federation Executive, his activities found 

him qualifying for membership of the Scottish Presidents Association, a lusty 

group of Past Presidents of Scottish Societies in the N.E. Midlands and Yorks. who 

meet annually for a reunion dinner. He in turn was President of the Scottish 

Presidents Association in 1973-74. 
Scottish Country Dancing, so popular in England ( !), also claims Jim as a 

devotee, and his fuller figure and florid features, as he puts it, are familiar among 

the S.C.D. fraternity in Yorks. This interest also sees him acting as compere with 

the Glenlee Dancers, a group of entertainers who provide 'Scottish Evenings' at 

charity functions. 
Trained in gardening and estate work, Jim Parnham set up in the landscaping 

sector of the horticultural industry soon after moving to Leeds and built a business 

which eventually employed a staff of twenty, but from which he has now retired. 

And, incidentally, as an ardent non-smoker, his great pride saw the success of his 

'non-smokers only' stipulation and the resultant 100 per cent non-smoking work

force. 
His business interests led him to active participation in trade association work, 

with service on the council of the Horticultural Trades Association and as a founder 

member and secretary of the British Association of Landscape Industries. His 

latter day semi-retired life style allows him to act as Field Officer for both these 

organisations, contributing to their News Letters, and also to horticultural Trade 

Journals. 
Despite all those interests, OI' perhaps because of them, he still makes regular 

sorties north of the border. There he combines trade liaison visits with participa

tion in the activities of the Federation and other organisations which he supports 

such as the National Trust for Scotland and the Scots Language Society-and not 

forgetting the occasional Scottish Country Dance! Semi-retired ?-maybe. Fully 

occupied-definitely! 

DANIEL J. MclLDOWIE 

AFTER a long and varied career in public service Dan retired in 197 5 as Convener 

of Social Work for the Perth and Kinrm;s Joint County Council, of which he 

had been a member for 23 years. He has been a J.P. and a General Commissioner 

of Income Tax, member of the Children's Advisory Panel, the National Assistance 

Tribunal, the Valuation Appeal Court, the Marriage Guidance Committee, and 

the Agriculture Executive Committee for the Central Area during and after the 

Second World War. He has a farm on the Doune Road near Dunblane and is 

proud of the fact that, in a movement which honours a farmer-poet, he is the only 
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farmer ever to have been President of the Burns Federation . He is no mean versifier 
himself, as witness his poetic tribute to John Gray and the verses which raised £80 
for the Jean Armour Homes. He is a Past President of the Dunblane and Green
loaning Burns Clubs and the Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Area of 
Burns Clubs. During his tenure of office as President of the Federation he visited 
clubs in Australia and New Zealand, and again during 1976. 

28 



Photo 'Til/otrons Newspapers Ltd' 

ELZA F. DUNLOP 

£LZA is a Glaswegian and a graduate of Glasgow University. Her husband, 
Thomas Gibson Dunlop, is an Ayrshire man born in Irvine and a great-nephew 

of the inventor of the pneumatic tyre, John Boyd Dunlop. Elza with her husband 
and two sons and daughter moved to Manchester in January 1951 and shortly 
afterwards joined the Bolton Burns Club, reconstituted in 1953 by Mrs. J. Brooks 
of Kilmarnock. Ever since she has endeavoured in every way to make the Burns 
Club a success, and to promote good fellowship and an interest in the Bard. Elza 
and Thomas Dunlop have been members of a team of Scottish country dancers 
for the past twenty years, and perform at 35-45 functions every year, with a group 
of four singers from the Club. Entertainment is provided for handicapped children, 
the mentally retarded, geriatrics, diabetics, sufferers from Multiple Sclerosis, Old 
Age Pensioners, Over 60's Clubs, the Women's Institute and various church and 
school functions. Elza takes a dancing class every Tuesday and takes part in the 
Leeds Scottish Country Dance Festival. Her interests encompass every aspect of 
Scottish culture and its promotion. 

In the photograph she is shown addressing the Haggis, at the Annual Supper 
during her second term as President of the Bolton Burns Club. 
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OM Mc ILWRAITH 

A NATIVE of Stair near Tarbolton in Ayrshire, Tom moved to Edinburgh in 
. 1960. He has been Pre5ident of the Edinburgh Ayrshire Association (1969-71) 

and held office in the Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs Association, being 
Secretary in 1969-71 and President from 1973 to 1975. He is currently Edinburgh 
and District Rep;-esentative to the Burns Federation and plays a prominent part 
in Burns activities in the east of Scotland. His other interests are gardening and 
vintage motoring. 
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MABEL ISABEL ANDERSON BURNETT was born in Johnstone, Renfrewshire, 
but left her home town in 1924 to teach domestic science in Rotherham, Yorkshire. 
Here she met her husband George through the medium of Scottish country 
dancing, both attending the same classes in the Twenties. She was President of the 
Rotherham and District Scottish Association in 1969-70 and has been a member 
of the Retford Caledonian Society and the Clumber Burns Club for many years. 
She was Area Organiser for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association in Rotherham 
for many years . 

GEORGE W. BURNETT was born in Aberdeen in 1903 but moved with his 
family two years later to Rotherham where he has lived ever since. He has been 
an active member of the Rotherham and District Scottish Association since 1924 
and was President in 1948-9 and again in 1970. He has attended every Burns 
Federation conference since 1947 and was made an Honorary President in 1968. 
He has been a member of the Retford Caledonian Society and the Cl umber Burns 
Club for 1nany years. An electrical engineer by profession, he retired from business 
in 1975. 
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The Toast to the Ex-Rovers 

by Alastair Hardie 

THE gathering is small-only eight 
men round a table. The remains of 

a hearty meal are still apparent-meat 
plates wiped clean, crumbs from tri
angular bannocks litter two or three 
other plates, serving dishes still contain 
traces of mashed potatoes and turnip 
and a now-empty haggis skin on one 
central plate contains the only clue to 
what the main dish has been. The scent or its entrails still linger, embalming the 
air. 

One of the men is finishing off a talk 
which has the small audience laughing 
one minute, meditating the next. The 
toast to 'The Immortal Memory of 
Robert Burns' draws this speech to a 
close with raised glasses all round. A 
'mini' Burns Supper is in full swing ... 

The man at the head of the table, his 
hairs greying at the temples more than 
those of the rest of the company, rises 
to speak in his role of Chairman: 

'Thanks, John, for that enlightening 
glimpse into a little known part of 
Rabbie's life-you've obviously been 
doing a lot of homework on the subject 
but I think you'll all agree it was worth 
while and he made an excellent job of 
the delivery . . . ' 

Applause and feet tapping amplify 
the approval of the small company. 

The Chairman resumes talking: 
'This now brings us to a rather nos

talgic part of the programme for us 
tonight. Without messing around in 
search of words of introduction I'd just 
like to ask "Bo'sun" to give us "The 
Toast to the Ex-Rovers".' 

A stockily-built, bearded and kilted 
member of the gathering stands up in 
answer to this call. He speaks with a 
deep resonant voice: 
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'Mr. Chairman, Brother Rovers-if 
I may call you that-I want you to half
close your eyes and, peering through 
the lashes, travel with me through those 
curtains over there and out of the open 
window, in Peter Pan fashion, into the 
crisp night air. The moon is full, the 
sky is clear and dotted with stars, all is 
calm and peaceful, and so light too
one of those evenings on which it is 
possible to read a newspaper by the 
light from the moon. We leave the city 
chimney pots behind and find ourselves 
approaching a mountainside some
where in the Scottish Highlands. In a 
clearing, amongst the trees, we descend 
upon a field which accommodates four 
white tents. They are deserted. But at 
the edge of the wood we can see a red 
glow and the sound of singing. Drawing 
closer still, we eavesdrop on the closing 
bars of "Taps"-

" ... all is well, safrly rest; God is 
nigh.'' 

As shadows box each other from the 
corners of this campfire gathering we 
begin to recognise wee] kent faces
"Tiny", all of his 6 feet 4 inches 
huddled in his campfire blanket; John, 
sucking at his oft-empty pipe; Stuart, 
unconsciously clicking his artificial hand 
round in its socket; Dave, busying him
self with a dixie of steaming coffee; 
Rab, dreaming as usual; Ally playing 
quietly on a mouth organ a tune by the 
appropriate title of "Comrades, ever 
since we were boys"; Pete humming 
softly to himself and Dougie stoking 
away at the glowing embers of the fire, 
a far-away look in his eyes. These faces 
or some like them are known to all of 
us. 

'Tiny speaks, "Well lads, all good 



things must come to a close at some 
time or another, so they say. That's 
the end of your last campfire and almost 
the end of the last camp of the Crew. 
We've travelled a long way together 
and now we've reached the parting of 
the ways." 

'Pete piped up, "But why must we? 
I suggest we all continue to meet every 
so often to swap cracks and keep in 
touch". 

'"A good idea." 
' "Hear, hear." 
'"I'm for it," echoes the gathering. 
' "And what about a special meeting 

on the anniversary of this camp each 
year? Say about the end of January?" 
tuned in Dave. 

'"Let's make it a Burns 'Do'?", 
spoke up Rab. Rab was studying for 
his M.A. and was an authority on the 
works of Scotland's National Bard. 

'"Trust him to suggest that." 
'"He would ... " 
' "It's only an excuse for a booze-up 

you want ... " 
' "Listen lads," voiced Tiny, pen

sively silent until now, "Rab's got an 
excellent idea there. Why not have an 
annual Burns Supper, one of us being 
host each year? Give you lot something 
to think about. Let's make a date-
25th of January next year at my place?" 

'"I think you HAVE got something 
Tiny." 

'"Good ol' Rab ... " 
'The conversation trails off but after 

a moment or two resumes along a 
different vein: 

' "I wonder what Rabbie Burns 
would have thought of the Movement 
if he'd lived in modern times. Would 
he ever have been a Rover d'you 
think?" 

'"He was a rover alright! ... " 
' "Hey Rab, you know about these 

things, would Burns ever have been a 
Rover?" 

'"Well as a matter of fact I think he 
certainly would have been," started 

Rab, "one of his poems was called the 
'Young Highland Rover' and part of 
it was appropriate to Rovering as we 
knew it ... 

'Loud blaws the frosty breezes, 
The snaws the mountains cover; 
Like winter on me seizes, 
Since my young Highland Rover 
Far wanders nations over. 
Where'er he go, where'er he stray, 
May Heaven be his warden; 
Return him safe to fair Strathspey, 
And bonie Castle-Gordon.' 

' "Talking of frosty breezes and the 
like, Rab, brings to mind the time we 
all hiked from Y etholm up Cheviot and 
back to Wooler. Remember the blizzard 
we encountered-it didn't half sicken us 
at the time, though we can look back 
on it now and laugh? It was no joke 
then-we were soaked through! It's a 
wonder we didn't pack in hiking alto
gether after that." 

' "Rabbie had a word to say about 
that too, you know, in his poem 
'Despondency'. One verse goes like 
this ... 

'Oppress'd with grief, oppress'd with care, 
A burden more than I can bear, 
I set me down and sigh; 
0 life! thou art a galling load 
Along a rough and weary road, 
To wretches such as I! 
Dim-backward as I cast my view, 
What sick'ning scenes appear; 
What sorrows yet may pierce me through 
Too justly I may fear! 
Still caring, despairing, 
Must be my bitter doom; 
My woes here shall close ne'er 
But with the closing tomb!' 

'"Mournful blighter isn't he lads?" 
'"Don't shoot the piper, he's doing 

his best." 
'"Alright, alright you bods," says 

Rab, "I won't quote any more Burns to 
you if that's how you feel about it." 

' "No, Rab," interrupts Tiny, "go 
on, this is all very interesting." 
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'It was Pete's turn next, "You 
mentioned bitter doom in that last 
verse you quoted, Rab. I'm qui1e new 
to the Crew and I've often wanted to 
ask someone about those two carved 
wooden plaques hanging on the 'den' 
wall; one reads 'Keith Murray, 28 
January 1962' and the other, 'Alex 
Mackenzie, 28 December 1964'. Both 
have the 'gone home' sign carved on 
them. As I've said, I've always wanted 
to know the story behind them but I 
couldn't find an appropriate time or 
place. I feel the atmosphere might be 
just right now-could you tell me?" 

' " Of course, Pete, I'll tell you but I 
thought you knew the story ... Keith 
and Alex were both keen members of 
the old 16th Portobello Crew. They'd 
been Queen's Scouts in their own Troops 
and had done a lot of climbing and 
hiking. They'd also represented the 
Crew on seveial of the Scottish Rover 
Challenge hikes. 

' "Keith was 22 and a member of the 
Junior Mountaineering Club of Scot
land. He'd had experience of climbing 
in the Alps and on a special expedition 
to Greenland. Both he and his com
panion were ascending the snow
covered Green Gully at the end of 
January 1962 about 3,000 feet up 
between Ben Nevis and Carn Dearg (of 
Nevis). Unfortunately Keith lost his 
footing and fell from the almost sheer 
face of the mountain into the deep 
snow more than 300 feet below. He 
died instantly. Strangely enough he 
loved Ben Nevis and at one time had 
made a request to his father that if at 
any time he should meet with a fatal 
accident whilst climbing, he would 
wish to be buried in view of the Ben. 
His wish was honoured and he now lies 
in the small cemetery at the foot of 
Ben Nevis. 

' "Alex was also 22 when he died. He 
was a Scoutmaster and was noted for 
his dry, rather pawky wit. As I've said 
he had done quite a lot of climbing too 
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and had represented the Crew at the 
World Jamboree in Greece. He was 
also a keen harrier and took part in an 
annual race to the top of one of the 
local hills. He, along with three other 
lads, one of them being, by a strange 
coincidence, Keith Murray's younger 
brother Alasdair, had climbed to the 
summit of Beinn-a-Bhuird just after 
Christmas 1964. Beinn-a-Bhuird is the 
highest peak of the eastern Cairngorms, 
rising to nearly 4,000 feet. They were on 
their way down from the summit and 
had been making for a corrie containing 
what seemed to be shallow snow, in 
order to make camp for the night. It 
was beginning to get dark; it was 
snowing and starting to drift. Alasdair 
Murray reached a burn and crossed 
over it from the snow on one side to the 
heather on the other. Suddenly the 
snow level gave way, splitting parallel 
to the burn and came down on top of 
Alex and his two companions. They 
wue immediately swept away by this 
avalanche and, being roped together, 
were carried hundreds of feet down the 
steep slopes. 

'"Alasdair searched around for a 
while for a trace or sound of his com
panions, then set off on a gruelling 
three hour hike in treacherous condi
tions to raise the alarm and a search 
party from seven miles away. 

' "It was not until next day that the 
search party recovered one of the miss
ing climbets alive from his icy tomb and 
also the bodies of Alex Mackenzie and 
his friend 

' "Some months later, since Alex had 
fulfilled all of the conditions of the 
B-P Award it was posthumously award
ed to him and presented to his mother; 
one of the earliest of these awards to 
have been made in Edinburgh. 

'"For his part in the rescue opera
tion the Chief Scout awarded Alasdair 
a medal for his gallantry. 

' "In tribute to two fine lads the Crew 
had the plaques carved and hung in the 



'Den' to their memory. 
' "It was my privilege and honour 

to have known them both ... " 
'Tiny's voice was deeply soft, dry and 

resonantly proud as he repeated this 
epic. Towards the end of it Rab slowly 
tagged on four lines from Burns's poem 
"Ye Banks and Braes": 

"How can ye chant ye little birds 
And I sae weary fu' o' care? 
Thou minds me o' departed joys 
Departed never to return . . .' 

'This was followed by a long silence 
broken intermittently by the sparkling 
of the logs on the fire resembling per
haps some ancient tribal funeral pyre ... 

'The last of the Crew's campfires had 
now reached a dramatically impromptu 
climax. So as not to break the spell 
whic:h so closely linked all of their 
thoughts together at this moment Tiny 
simply nodded in Rab's direction. 
Rab stood up slowly and raised his 
mug of coffee. The rest of the Crew 
followed his example as he spoke the 
words from yet another of Robert 
Burns's poems: 

THE MUCKLE BLACK KIST 

"Adieu! a heart-warm, fond adieu; 
Dear Brothers of the mystic tye ! 
Ye favoured, ye enlighten'd few, 
Companions of my social joy; 
Though I to foreign lands must hie, 
Pursuing Fortune's slidd'ry ba' 

(slippery ball) 
With melting heart, and brimful eye, 
I'll mind you still, though far awa'."' 

In the same fashion 'Bo'sun' con
cludes his toast to the Ex-Rovers. His 
companions, eyes damp and throats 
lumpy, stand silent their glasses raised 
towards one wall. On it two simple 
wooden plaques hang; each carries a 
few boldly carved letters. 

They read: 

0 
KEITH MURRAY, 28 JANUARY, 1962 
ALEX MACKENZIE, 28 December, 
1964 

* * * * * 
*In Scouting sign language, 'Gone home'

Editor. 

pROBABL Y in 1794 or 1795 the new village was honoured by a brief visit from 
Robert Burns, poet and exciseman. In the latter capacity he and his assistant, 

Robertson, paid a visit to the village the day before the annual fair. They 
approached the house of Jean Dunn who was suspected of trading in forbidden 
waters. Jean, seeing their approach, slipped out by a back door, leaving in charge 
her attendant and her own little girl. 

'Any brewing for the fair?' said Burns. 
'No,' replied the attendant, 'we have no licence for that.' 
'That's no true,' chimed in the little girl, 'the muckle black kist is fou o' the bottles 

o' yill that my mither sat up a' nicht brewin' for the fair.' 
'Does that bird speak?' asked Robertson, pointing to on(' hanging in a cage. 
'There's no use for another speaking bird in this house,' said Burns, 'while that 

little lassie is to the fore. We are in a hurry now, but when we have time we'll 
examine the muckle black kist.' 

We can well believe that, if the visit was repeated, the kist would be empty. 
From The Book of Kirkpatrick Durham, by the Rev. William A. Stark (1903). 
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BURNS RELICS ON DISPLAY 

IN ARBROATH 
by Charles C. Easton 

JN September of the year 1787 Robert 
Burns paid his one and only visit to 

the Land of his Fathers-the Mearns in 
Kincardineshire. 

In January of this year-and most 
appropriately on the 25th-a ceremony 
took place in Arbroath historically 
linked with that visit. 

While in Laurencekirk, the Poet and 
his travelling companion, Willie Nicol, 
the Edinburgh headmaster, stayed at 
the Boar's Head Inn, today the Garden
stoun Arms Hotel; and a relic connected 
with their stay is an ancient pane of 
glass on which Burns, according to well
founded tradition, inscribed a name and 
several other details. 

This most interef;ting object con
nected with him loomed large in the 
January ceremony at Arbroath where 
the glass has been accorded a place of 
honour in the local public library. 

With it are two other treasured relics 
that belonged to the former burgh. 
They are the words of one of Burns's 
best known songs-'The De'il's awa' 
wi' the Exciseman'-and a letter, also 
in the Bard's own handwriting, ad
dressed to his friend John Kennedy. 

The pane, broken unfortunately and 
in three parts but virtually complete for 
all that, is now displayed, along with the 
song and letter, in a new and splendid 
display case in the Arbroath Room of 
the library. The case itself was presented 
at the ceremony on the 25th and is the 
gift to the library of the William Coull 
Anderson Trust which itself was set up 
some ten years ago under the will of an 
Arbroathian, himself a descendant of 
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the Burnes (the old spelling) family of 
Kincardineshire. 

His trust provided for the setting up 
of a genealogical department in 
Arbroath, dealing with the Burns 
family. The genealogist appointed, Mr. 
Lawrence Burness, himself a kinsman of 
Robert Burns, has been largely instru
mental in bringing about the circum
stances that have now led to the public 
display of manuscripts long hidden in 
one local vault or another. 

Mr. Graham McNicol, representing 
the Coull Anderson Trustees, paid 
warm tribute to the work of Mr. 
Burness when he presided at Tuesday's 
ceremony. 

The presentation of the case was 
made by Mr. Norman Crawford, Public 
Librarian in Arbroath for over forty 
years until his retiral in 1970. Mr. 
Crawford had worked closely over the 
years with the late Mr. Coull Anderson 
when the idea of a trust was being estab
lished. 

In making the presentation, Mr. 
Crawford said that the last page of a 
saga was being written. When he took 
over the post of Librarian in 1930 he 
had first of all heard of the existence of 
the Burns manuscripts in Arbroath. 
Despite vigorous efforts to have them 
placed in the Library, he was met 
continually by official caginess and 
secrecy. In the late 1940's Mr. Craw
ford was told that the manuscripts were 
in the strong room at the Town House. 

Eventually in 1958 the Town Council 
agreed to allow the manuscripts to be 
displayed in the Bicentennial Exhibition 
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Handing over the engraved glass from Gardenstoun Arms Hotel , Laurencekirk : Charles Easton 
receiving the glass from Alexander Fraser (on behalf of Capt. Adam), at Arbroath Public 
Library, 25th January, 1977. Left to right: Norman Crawford , Gavin N. Drummond, Lawrence 
R. Burness, Ex-Provost David Chapel , Charles Easton, Graham McNicol and Alexander Fraser. 

in Glasgow. The papers were re-framed 
and briefly displayed in D . T . Wilson's 
before being taken, in the custody of 
Mr. Crawford to Glasgow. After that 
brief sojourn , the manuscripts were 
returned to the strong room in the Town 
l-f ouse. But photographic copies taken 
on Mr. Crawford 's suggestion, fre
quently turned up in the window of 
D. Y. Walker the butcher, in West 
Grimsby, at the annual Burns festival 
season. 

Finally an approach was made to the 
William Coull Anderson Trust to supply 
a suitable case for the manuscripts that 
had so seldom seen the light of day. The 
trustees agreed that such a project came 
well within the wishes of the late Mr. 
Coull Anderson, and asked Mr. Burness 

to proceed accordingly. 
In handing over the case to Mr. 

Gavin N. Drummond , Director of 
Libraries and Museums, Angus District, 
Mr. Crawford said that he did so 'with 
the fervent hope that the case and its 
contents will in some measure, bring a 
great deal of pride, pleasure and satis
faction to the citizens to whom they 
belong. ' 

Mr. Alexander Fraser, South Queens
ferry , presented the engraved fragments 
of glass. Be explained that when Burns 
stayed at the Gardenstoun Arms Hotel 
in Laurencekirk on his way back to 
Ayrshire, via Arbroath, after his High
land Tour of 1787, he etched a message 
on the window of the room in which he 
stayed. 
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When certain renovations were being 
carried out at the hotel the glass was 
removed by Mr. Adam, the proprietor 
at the time. Mr. Adam sold the hotel 
and subsequently emigrated to Canada 
with his family, taking the pane of glass 
with him. 

About two years ago his wn, Capt. 
John B. Adam, brought the glass over 
with him when on a visit to Scotland 
intending to hand it over to a respons
ible body for public exhibition, but with 
the proviso that it remained the property 
of the Adam family. 

It was Capt. Adam's wish that it 
should be uhown in this part of Scotland 
as its rightful place but, at the time, no 
suitable arrangements were available 
for its exhibition. The acquisition of 
the case for showing the Burns manu
scripts solved the problem. 

Due to bu~iness commitments, Capt. 
Adam (who was in Scotland at the 
beginning of this month) was unable to 
be in Arbroath to hand over the glass 
to the Glenbervie Burns Memorials 
Association, which association has been 
entrusted with the supervision of its 
exhibition. 

On behalf of Capt. Adam, Mr. Fraser 
handed over the etched glass to Mr. 
Charles C. Easton, the Chairman of the 
Glenbervie Burns Memorials Aswci
ation and a Past-President of the Burns 
Federation, to be placed in the case in 
Arbroath for public exhibition. 

Mr. Easton, in accepting, said that 
the great zeal of Mr. Lawrence Burness 
was responsible for the successful out
come of all that had been done to secure 
the exhibition case. 

Ex-Provost David Chapel, president 
of Arbroath Burns Club, proposed the 
vote of thanks. 

The ceremony took place in the 
Arbroath Room, where the case is now 
on display, in the presence of a repre
sentative body of Burns interests in the 
community. 
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TO A BALL 

Wee sleekit white an' dimpled spherie 
On plantit peg ye'll stand sae chee1ie 
Yet, contemplating ye, I fearie 

Y ersel' ye'll please 
To tak' a path that's in the clearie 

Or in the trees. 

Frae past acquaintance I've nae doubt 
That tho' I swing from in to out 
An' follow through my sturdy clout 

Wi' manly grace, 
There'll still be tanglin' gorse about 

Thy landing place. 

That wee-bit bunker set sae handy 
Ye could stay out-but in ye'll landie 
An' awkwardly I'll have to standie 

An' thrash about 
An' hope that in the clouds sae sandy 

Ye're blasted out. 

I doubt na, whyles, but thou wilt hide 
Beneath the bracken on the side 
O' yonder hillock, broad an' wide 

An' unco thick 
Defying me to stand astride 

Wi' golfing stick. 

Then on I see my outlook's bleak; 
For yonder in that cankrie creek 
An early wash ye'll doubtless seek 

An' surely get. 
What though I use a Spoon or Cleek 

I'll still get wet. 

But, Ballie, tho' it take me ten 
To reach the Green, I truly ken 
The best played shots o' mice and men 

Gang aft agley. 
I'll take a single putt and then 

Throw thee away. 
ROBERT PINE 



Canada-1977 

A VISIT to the Edmonton Burns Club, Alberta, in 1974 proved that the clubs in 
that part of the world did things in a manner different to that back in Scotland. 

Our newest Canadian Burns Club, Calgary, lived up to that reputation for friendly 
aggressive optimism. At the time of the January celebrations, the Calgary Burns 
Club numbered eight members ... but invited 200 (paying) guests to their inaugural 
Burns Banquet. Few failed to turn up. Heaven and Jock Thomson (the Canadian 
one) alone knew what financial commitment they had undertaken at the magnificent 
Calgary Inn but we did hear that acting treasurer, Alastair Sinclair, was seen to 
smile at the final accounting. The banquet started at 6.30 p.m. on 25th January 
and, in one way or another, it lasted until 1.30 a.m. on the 27th. Two distinct 
memories include those of a fourth generation Scots-Canadian arguing his claims 
for future membership; and of one of the guests, a Government minister, leaving 
the party at 8 a.m. to fly to an engagement ... still clad in his dinner jacket. 

Within forty-eight hours, the Canadian up-and-at-it attitude was repeated in 
London, Ontario. No fewer than 513 guests had taken tickets for the Annual Burns 
Supper. The day before the Supper the worst winter storms ever recorded broke. 
Temperatures fell to minus 45 degrees and the police cancelled all social, sporting 
and cultural activities. It says a lot for the London Scots that over 500 guests 
managed to attend the Supper; we regretted the inability of some American friends 
to attend but travelling conditions were utterly impossible ... spray and waves on 
the Great Lakes froze to a height of some twenty feet and even the mighty Niagara 
Falls froze. Bob Clements seemingly didn't turn a hair but his computer-like brain 
counted heads and translated the total into hard cash. President Jim Connor was 
still walking on air the next afternoon when, the Burns Supper over, they prepared 
for their next venture-a concert by Kenneth McKellar. 

London, Ontario will be the venue for the 1979 Burns Federation Conference. 
There can be no doubt about the beauty of the surroundings of the university 
campus nor about the enthusiasm and organising ability of the London, Ontario, 
Burns Club officers and members. It will give an unique opportunity to Burnsians 
from all ove1 the world to meet with these inspiring folks in far-flung Canada. It is 
not known if Colonel Andy Gibson will bring his Calgary Volunteers with him to 
London; if so there is every chance that they could be appearing at the next 
Military Tattoo during the Edinbmgh Festival. It was good to speak again with 
Don McLean, late of Edmonton but now Vancouver-based, and to meet again 
Mrs. James Cassidy who battled her way from Hamilton to be with us in London. 
If we did not this time meet up with Bob Allan of the Tarbolton Club, Edmonton, 
or with that dear old worthy, Mrs. Margaret Ryles, of Victoria, British Columbia, 
then the pleasure is delayed until 1979 or earlier. We would end by congratulating 
Calgary Club Secretary, Jack Whyte, on the success of his Armistice Day television 
programme and would hope that we shall ~ee his stage presentation of Robert 
Burns when we return to London, Ontario. 

Footnote. The infant Calgary Club has made the splendid rule that each and 
every member will purchase his personal copy of the Chronicle. Jock Thomson 
(the Scots one this time) was so delighted at this piece of news that he took the 
'Auld Yin' out for a celebration dinner. 

J. F. T. THOMSON 
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'ANTIQUE' SMITH'S MANUSCRIPTS 

by W. H. Dunlop 

Hon. Secretary, The Trustees of Burns Monument 

RECENTLY the Trustees of Burns 
Monument purchased a number of 

forged Burns manuscripts, all clearly 
marked with a rubber stamp 'Spurious'. 
Research into this matter led me natur
ally to the Burns Chronicle of 1893, 
which contained an excellent article by 
the editor, the late D. McNaught of 
Kilmaurs, published before the court 
case that followed the arrest of the 
perpetrator of these forgeries. Under 
the heading of 'The Edinburgh For
geries' he wrote: 
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'The startling revelations made by the 
Edinburgh Evening Dispatch in connection 
with the nefarious traffic in bogus literary 
MSS and other historical documents, 
which has been going on for the last five 
or six years, compel me to refer to the 
subject, although only a short month ago 
we had considered it scarcely ripe enough 
to be brought before the general public. 
For some years past there has been con
siderable uneasiness and suspicion in the 
manuscript market, at first induced by the 
extraordinary number of original docu
ments offered for sale, and subsequently 
confirmed by the suggestive attitude 
assumed towards them by experienced 
collectors, and the most reliable of the 
cognoscenti in such matters. Still, there 
was great disinclination displayed to 
speak out plainly, and alI that was avail
able upon which to form ajudgment was a 
succession of hazy rumours and nebulous 
reports, which there was no means of 
verifying. The result is that many have 
been victimised, to whom a seasonable 
hint would have been specially valuable. 

This reticence, however, may be excusable 
in some measure as the outcome of that 
circumspect caution which is one of our 
national characteristics. The self-consti
tuted champion of truth in such a case 
must necessarily take upon himself a 
personal responsibility from which the 
bravest may well shrink; but, while we 
say this, we can find no excuse for those 
who have held back when they were only 
asked to follow where the bolder spirits 
had cleared the way. It were a national 
disgrace that such villainy should be 
practised without challenge and exposure; 
and the thanks of the whole country are 
due to the proprietors of the Evening 
Dispatch for their spirited and dis
interested action in the matter.' 

Mr. McNaught's article also stated 
that the Carnegie Library in Ayr had 
been presented with and accepted an 
original manuscript of 'The bonnie 
Banks of Ayr', which on close scrutiny 
turned out to be a forgery. In Novem
ber, 1892 the Kilmarnock Burns Monu
ment Museum and Kilmarnock Town 
Council were each offered manuscripts 
and on examination they proved to be 
forgeries. 

In the Henderson Library in the 
Cottage Museum there is a book of 
newspaper cuttings, showing in a most 
remarkable way how the Burns and 
other forgeries came to light. Following 
a steady flow of 'old manuscript docu
ments' on to the market, suspicion as to 
their authenticity was eventually 
aroused. The matter came to a head in 



August, 1892, when the Cumnock 
Express (now defunct) published a 
letter purporting to be written by Burns 
to 'Mr. John Hill, weaver, Cumnock'. 
Nobody in Cumnock and the surround
ing district could recall the existence of 
a Cumnock weaver of that name and 
the actual content of the letter was im
mediately questioned, since its ungram
matical prose was quite unlike anything 
written by Burns. The fat was now in 
the fire! 

The Edinburgh Evening Dispatch took 
up the case in its boldest manner, and 
launched a broadside in its issue of 
22nd November, 1892: 

'There has been of late years, we are 
assured, a most systematic and whole
sale forgery of letters purporting to be 
written by Scott and Burns.' 

In fact, the Dispatch did everything 
in its power to expose in subsequent 
issues the forgeries and to bring the 
perpetrator to justice. They showed how 
the forgeries could be detected and in a 
December issue published a full list 
of the then known forgeries, including 
about 130 Burns items and others pur
porting to be by Scott, Thackeray, 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart, Oliver 
Cromwell and similary literary and 
historical celebrities. This list, however, 
does not include any of those manu
scripts which have recently been pur
chased by the Trustees. 

The present group of forgeries con
sists of eleven songs, eight poems and 
three letters. The eleven songs have all 
been included by Professor James 
Kinsley in his Poems and Songs of 
Robert Burns, and I give the page refer
ence in parentheses. 

The Tarbolton Lasses (56) 
'If ye gae up to yon hill top' 

The Mauchline Belles (57) 
'O leave novels, ye Mauchline Belles' 

The Vision (103) 
'The sun had closed the winter day' 

The Cotter's Saturday Night (145) 
'November chill blaws loud wi' angry sugh' 

The Rantin dog the daddy o't (184) 
'Oh wha my baby clouts will buy' 

Love an•! Liberty (The Jolly Beggars) (206) 
'I am a bard of no regard' 

Auld Lang Syne (443) 
'Should auld acquaintance be forgot' 

MJ bonnie Mary (539) 
'Go fetch to me a pint of wine' 

A wauki ife minnie (539) 
'Whare are ye gaun my bonnie lass' 

The battle of Killiekrankie (541) 
'Whare hae ye been sae braw, lad' 

0 steir her up (878) 
'O steer her up and hand her grain (sic)' 

The forgeries under review are written 
with a brownish ink which is quite 
different from that used by Burns. 
While it would not be impossible for 
Burns to have used different ink from 
time to time, the consistent use of 
brownish ink throughout the allegedly 
long time-span of these documents is 
itself a proof of their bogus nature. The 
documents purport to be endorsed by a 
publisher, yet the writing and the ink 
of the subject matter and the endorse
ments are identical, which would not 
have been the case if the endorsement 
had been written at a later stage by a 
different hand. 

Eighteenth century handwriting, to 
the untutored eye, tends to look alike; 
but in these documents there are several 
individual letters which do not resemble 
Burns's handwriting, particularly the 
capital T and the lower case e, m, n 
and u. To make the documents look 
old they have been artificially 'dis
tressed' with a wash of tea or some 
similar substance, but this can be 
detected by even the most elementary 
of chemical tests. 

We have two of these items on display 
and because they are marked 'Spurious' 
they create quite an amount of interest. 
Actual forgeries are few and far 
between nowadays and seldom find 
their way on to the market. A major 
headache, however, is the photostat or 
some other form of photographic 
reproduction made from a genuine 
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manuscript, and many people have been 
misled into thinking that they possess 
genuine manuscripts. On one occasion, 
in fact, we were presented with a framed 
manuscript of a letter, which must have 
cost the donor a pretty penny; but in the 
fulness of time we bought the original 
manuscript and this demonstrated that 
our present was merely a photographic 
print. We receive about six enquiries 
a year at the Cottage-'! have a Burns 
manuscript; is it genuine?'-and every 
time we have had to tell the disappointed 
and disillusioned owner that it was no 
more than a photocopy. 

But even the experts can occasionally 
be taken in. Christie's manuscript sale 
of 23rd June, 1976, for example, had 
what was described in the catalogue as 
Burns's letter to Mr. John Beugo, 
Engraver of Princes Street, Edinburgh, 
dated from Ellisland 9th September, 
1788. Ferguson's Letters states that the 
original manuscript of this letter was in 
the National Museum of Antiquities, 
Edinburgh, and I was able to get con
firmation of that fact from the National 
Library of Scotland and that the 
Museum had no intention of selling. 

I was in London the day before, buy
ing at Sotheby's the manuscript of 
Burns's Jacobite song 'There'll never be 
peace till Jamie comes hame' and anti
Union song 'Such a parcel of rogues in 
a nation', when I was told that the 
Beugo le1ter had been withdrawn from 
the sale. Christie's had included a 
photographic print of the first page of 
this long letter, and though I have not 
had the opportunity of making a 
detailed examination of it, it seems 
probable that the forgery was the work 
of 'Antique' Smith. 

In the last-named the spelling mistake 
and the error 'hand her grain' are evi
dence of the forger's clumsiness. The 
eight poems do not appear in Kimley's 
volume nor in any other book of Burns's 
poems: 
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And now by foes and friends alike 
deceived, addressed to Mr. John Webster 
Fair Clarinda's gone astray (with the com
ment 'written but never sent to Clarinda') 
In names there dwell no magic charm, 
addressed to Miss Burnet, 1787 
Now you shall find howe'er elate, ad
dret,sed to Mr. Lapraik 
Oh this is no my ain House (this title of 
Ramsay's air is in Kinsley, page 799) 
Once by the Muse alone inspired, ad
dressed to Miss Mackenzie 
The flowrit ravished haunts nature's air 
To a Lady 'with me a while present may 
thy lovely eyes,' addressed to Mrs. R. 
Riddell, Dumfries, Jany 1796 

Two of these poems are written on 
old paper, bearing the watermark of 
'A Blackwell 1796' but they are probably 
nothing more than impudent transcripts 
from old magazines and forgotten 
volumes of verse. 

Tht three letters do not appear in 
Ferguson's Letters and were written to 
the Rev. John McMath, Tarbolton, l 7th 
December, 1786, and enclosed the copy 
of 'The Cotter's Saturday Night' men
tioned above; John Lawrie of Ayr on 
9th February, 1789; and Mr. Nimmo 
of Ayr on l 7th January, 1790. The 
first two have been sealed by a wax 
impression taken from a genuine seal. 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of the 
Edinburgh Evening Dispatch, an Edin
burgh lawyer's clerk, Alexander How
land Smith, was eventually arrested and 
brought to trial in June, 1893. A 
bachelor in his thirties, he earned the 
nickname of 'Antique' Smith from his 
nefarious activities. After a two-day 
trial he was found guilty of forging 
literary documents for gain, with a 
recommendation from the jury to the 
judge that he should not receive a 
sentence of penal servitude. He was 
sent to prison for twelve calendar 
months. Though protesting his inno
cence at the time of the trial, Smith 
subsequently admitted that he had 
forged the documents. Almost forty 
years later, however, even more spurious 



manuscripts were still coming to light, 
and these were the jubject of an article 
in The Scotsman in 1931. 

There is nothing illegal in trying to 
make a copy of a document in the 
original writer's handwriting, just as a 
modern artist may try to make a copy of 
a famous painting. It is a criminal 
offence, however, to pass off such a copy 
as genuine and to attempt to sell it as 
such. 

The so-called Edinburgh forgeries 
can be fairly easily detected by anyone 
with a rudimentary knowledge of paper, 
ink and handwriting. Most of the 22 
documents in the present group are 
written on wove paper-that is to say, 
paper which appears to have a woven 
mesh like fabric. This form of paper
making, now used extensively, was 
virtually unknown in the eighteenth 
century. The paper in use in Burns's 

day was laid, i.e., the 'grain' of the paper 
goes in close parallel lines. When such 
paper is held to the light the chain lines 
of the wires in the papermaker's mould 
are visible like a watermark, at right 
angles to the laid pattern. A useful, 
though by no means infallible, guide is 
the papermaker's watermark which 
consists of his name or symbol and the 
date of manufacture-a factor governed 
by the then laws regarding the govern
ment excise on paper. Two of the docu
ments in this batch do have such a 
watermark-the 'A Blackwell, 1796' 
mark mentioned already, but while 
paper may often be found on docu
ments written long after the watermark 
date, it would be highly suspicious to 
find documents on paper bearing the 
date of the year in which Burns died, 
particularly if dated in the early months 
of that year. 

Aberdeen Burns Club and the Music Festival 
DURING the final evening of the Aberdeen and North East Scotland Music 

Festival, in front of a large audience, two new trophies donated by Aberdeen 
Burns Club were handed over to the Festival Committee. 

Mr. John Fraser, President of Aberdeen Burns Club, presented the Burns 
Challenge Trophy for Scots Song (Girls and boys under 12) to Miss Sheona 
Dalrymple, Macduff, and the Crawford Douglas Memorial Trophy for the 
recitation of Scots poems (including one by Burns (Girls and boys age 8-10)) went 
to Miss Jill Hutchison, Aberdeen. 

Mr. Fraser said that the idea behind the presentation was to foster and en
courage the speaking and singing of poems in the Scottish Dialect at a time when 
the media seemed to be doing their best to push all local dialects right out of the 
picture. 

Jill Hutchison came first out of a class of fifteen competitors, and her reciting 
of 'Up in the mornin's no' for me' was extremely well done, her diction being 
very clear and her facial expressions fitting every word of the poem. The standard 
was high in this class, especially in the first six or so. 

Sheona came first out of six competitors in her class, and again she was a worthy 
winner. 
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LEICESTER CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

CENTENARY 

by Jim Inglis 

A GROUP of Scotsmen gathered in 
Leicester in January, 1877 to cele

brate the anniversary of the Poet and 
decided to form a Caledonian Society. 
In this informal way was begun what 
has grown into a lively and virile com
munity of Scottish activity south of the 
Border. 'From little acorns mighty oaks 
do grow' is certainly true of this 
Society which now has a membership 
jn excess of 300. 

The Society became affiliated to the 
Burns Federation in 1932 (Federation 
Number 461) and since then the Society 
has been well represented at the annual 

Conferences ; Past President J. Clow, 
G. Large, Miss C. C. Adams, Mrs. J. M. 
Cutting and more recently Mr. R. W. 
Taylor have been well to the fore in the 
Anglo-Scottish contingent from Leices
ter. The Society takes an active interest 
in the affairs of the No. 18 District of 
the Burns Federation . 

It would be impossible in the space 
available to give a complete run-down 
of a hundred years of history, but 
inevitably we must chronicle activities 
and events which have made the past 
century so memorable. 

During the three major wars of the 

Photo "Leicester Mercury" 

The President addresses the Haggis, while the Mayor and Lord Lieutenant look on. 
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past century the Society has given con
siderable support to war charities, as well 
as entertaining members of H.M. 
Forces in and around the city of Leices
ter. In peace as well as war, the Society 
gives continual support to local and 
Scottish charities. 

The current syllabus of this active 
Society shows many and varied activi
ties, some of them going back many 
years. These include the ever-popular 
Dancers', Singers' and Children's 
classes. The Dancers recently won in 
two of the classes at the Derby Com
petitive Festival-and not for the first 
time either. The Dancers and Singers 
are well-known in the city and county 
of Leicester for their concerts and 
demonstrations. Since 1948, the Pipe 
Band has been in great demand for 
events throughout the county. The 
Drama Group has given much pleasure 
to members and friends over the past 
thirty years. Children's activities are 
encouraged and, naturally, Scottish 
country dancing plays a prominent part. 
Every year we hold the Bruce Wallace 
Memorial Quaich competition, in which 
the children can submit entries on any 
subject provided it has a Scottish 
flavour. A similar competition is held 
by the East Midlands Association of 
Scottish Societies for the George Dun
can Trophy, and the Society takes a 
major part in the activities of the Asso
ciation which aims at fostering good 
fellowship with other Scottish societies 
over a wide area. A Past President of 
the Society, Mr. G. Large, is currently 
President of the E.M.A.S.S. 

Golfing is also catered for by the 
annual competition for the John Clow 
Trophy. Weekly socials, every Monday 
night, began in 1936 and, apart from a 
short break in 1940, have continued 
to this day. Monthly ceilidhs are held 
during the season, in addition to the 
main celebrations of St. Andrew's Day, 
Hogmanay and Burns' Nicht. Among 
those who have proposed the Immortal 

Memory have been Mrs. Jane Burgoyne 
and the Reverend J. Currie. The 
Society has played host to a number of 
celebrities over the years, including Sir 
Winston Churchill, who spoke at a 
function in 1923, and Sir Harry Lauder, 
who was a guest at a Society luncheon 
in 1932. 

Past Presidents of the Society en
deavour to maintain links forged during 
their term of office by being members of 
the Scottish Presidents' Association. 
Mr. J. B. Clow and Mr. G. Large are 
the Past Presidents of the Association 
and Mrs. J. M. Culting is the current 
President. 

Prior to 1910 there was an embargo 
on ladies attending the Burns Nicht 
celebrations. Although this ban was 
then relaxed ladies could not become 
full members of the Society till 1946 
and it was not until 1955 that Mrs. R. 
Carnegie became the first Lady Presi
dent. Since then two ladies have held 
this office. 

A hundred years had to be celebrated 
and the Leicester Society did just that. 
At five o'clock on Saturday, 29th 
January, 1977 guests started to arrive 
'frae a' the airts' at the Grand Hotel, 
Leicester and in due course sat down 
to a sumptuous feast. During the meal 
a magnificent birthday cake (made by 
Mrs. Jeavons of Rotherham) was cut 
by one of the oldest members, Vice
P1 esident Mrs. M. C. Young aged 92. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was pro
posed by the Rev. E. Marvin from 
Sheffield. Guests included Colonel A. 
Martin, Lord Lieutenant of the County 
of Leicestershire, and Mrs. Martin, 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
of Leicester, Alderman and Mrs. J. 
Toft, Mr. K. Spriggs, a grandson of Mr. 
J. M. Brown, the founder Chairman of 
the Society in 1878. Seven Past 
Presidents of the Society attended and 
the Burns Federation was represented 
by Past President Jim Inglis. 

Dancing continued in two halls till 
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2 a.m. with bands providing music 
respectively for ballroom and Scottish 
country dancing. There was a break at 
midnight to recharge the batteries from 
a magnificent buffet. All too soon 'Auld 
Lang Syne' was with us. 

From the foregoing it can be seen 
that the Leicester Caledonian Society 

is a vital cog in the Burns Federation 
and, indeed, the Scottish movement, 
and its aims and objectives are to per
petuate and foster the natural charac
teristics of the Scottish people, to 
encourage Scottish literature, music and 
dancing, and to keep alive the great 
traditions of our Scottish ancestors. 

Bobby Go Honie! 
SEVEN Scottish clan chiefs in ceremonial dress recently attended the dedication 

of Scotland House in New York. Further glory was furnished by the presence 
of Mayor Abraham Beame who, according to the 'Notes and Comments' column 
in the New Yorker of November 8, 'came right on time to the ribbon-cutting on East 
Thirty-ninth Street in front of Scotland House and made a speech thanking Scot
land for many fine products, Bobby Burns, the sport of curling, the Scotch whisky. 
He recited a few lines of poetry in a Scottish burr that was kind of rusty. Then 
everyone went inside for drinks . . .' 

There is a familiar and kind of rusty touch to this citation, extending to the 
hardly inspired roster of fine Scottish products. One has to accept the conventional 
catalogue of Scottish exports but has the time not come to demur when Robert 
Burns is referred to as 'Bobby' Burns, and by the Mayor of New York at that? If 
one can just tolerate 'Rabbie' Burns, as a style of address applied to our greatest 
poet, nothing at all can be said in defence of the Americanism, 'Bobby Burns'. We 
in this country are not in the habit of submitting American poets to the indignity of 
being referred to, by us, as 'Bobby Frost,' or 'Wally Whitman,' or 'Charley Sand
burg'. The use of 'Bobby Burns' by the Americans may be inspired by affection 
but it is insensitive and ludicrous. It serves to present the poet as a cross between 
a bobbysoxer and the nice young guy next door. 

As far as one knows the Americans are not in the habit of alluding to that other 
Scotsman of standing, Don Roberto, as 'Bobby Cunninghame Graham', or as 
'Don Bobby'. They don't even refer to one of their most celebrated comedians as 
'Bobby Hope'. It could be that by contrasting 'Bob Hope' with 'Bobby Burns' the 
Americans are implying that showbiz rates more dignity and deference than poetry. 
What, of course, is lost on the roundabout may be gained on the swing. That 
famed and modest man, whom some regard as the greatest golfer of them all, was 
universally known as Bobby Jones. But then he was a Georgia cracker and in 
Georgia even Presidents elect qualify for diminutive first names. It could be that 
all Americans devoutly believe that Burns was born in the Deep South. If so it is 
high time that the cultural attache in the U.S. Embassy in Grosvenor Square let 
Washington know that the Scottish poet is Robert Burns and that he was not 
born and bred south of the Mason and Dixon line. 
From 'The Scotsman' 20 November, 1976. 
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Andrew Y. Crawford 
AN APPRECIATION 

l T seems a long time ago since Andrew first introduced me to the Burns Federa-
tion. I think it happened at Mauchline. We journeyed there from Ayr to attend 

a Mauchline Burns Club's Annual Celebration. Andrew introduced me to all his 

friends, and they were legion at that time, the best-loved of all being the late Jack 
McDowall, a Glasgow lawyer who was also a great Burns enthusiast. 

I spent many a happy night in Andrew's home ... we were neighbours ... 

listening to his adventures with his Burns cronies, admiring his Burns and Masonic 
relics, and gradually through his prompting, becoming an enthusiast for the poet's 

works, like himself. 
This warm-hearted, kindly man had a Scots quotation for many an occasion, 

and when he was Senior Magistrate in Ayr Town Council, he would quote from the 

Bard in reply to an argument. I'll never forget his kindliness and thoughtfulness. 
Afflicted with troubles of his own, he was the first in Ayr to congratulate me on my 
appointment to Irvine Royal Academy, and, of course, we celebrated. 

When 'misfortune's gowling bark' led him and his family to remove to Edinburgh, 

he never lost his good humour, and Andrew soon made himself as popular in Leith 
as he had been in Ayr. Nor did he lack for opportunities to display his knowledge 

of Burns and of the cronies, past and present, who had made the Federation. 
I did not see him so often when he went to Edinburgh. He would occupy himself 

with his garden, his church (many a minister and Moderator too, would smoke 

Andrew's tobacco, specially blended) and his Burns. When he would weary for the 
sound of an Ayrshire voice, he would invite us through, and show off his sweet peas 

of which he was so proud, and say 'I have a guid cigar for ye'. 
A man of great spirit, he faced up to physical disability with the same cheerfulness 

as he showed twenty odd years ago, and would say, 'we never died a winter yet'. 

Everybody liked Andra, and he, in turn liked people. He never sought the lime
light, but might say of some Bmnsian whom he thought was seeking promotion, 
'ach, abune your braith ye daurna speak'. His acquaintance ranged widely, from 

Sir Bernard Fergusson to the old man to whom he sold an ounce of 'black' on a 

Friday, and forgot to charge for it. In the roll-call of Burnsians whom I have known 
over the years, some of them famous men in other walks of life, I would put that 

dacent, kindly, honest man, Andrew Crawford, near first. There was no self
seeking or sham about his enthusiasm, and the Burns movement has lost a great 

character in his passing. 
To his wife Jan, to his daughter and son Margaret and Peter, we send our heart

felt sympathy at the death of a loving husband and father, and for ourselves, we 

mourn the passing of a remarkable Burnsian. 

ALEX McMILLAN 
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DIALOGUE FOR TWA PUDDENS 
by Roy Solomon 

The first poem was composed by a Welsh lady who prefers to remain anonymous. It 
was forwarded to us by Roy Solomons of Cardiff who felt constrained to compose a 
reply by another Haggis.-Editor 

A Haggis's Lament-

Tae be addressed I've ne'er aspired, 
An' tho' nae-body has enquired, 
The practice maks me rather tired. 

I've nae elation. 
I dinna think I've e'er desired 

Ma lang oration. 

Some puddens' lives are ane lang drive, 
For fame an' fortune's what they strive. 
But endin' mair di'ed than alive 

Is no' ma mission. 
An' makin' Guidmen fit tae rive, 

No' ma ambition. 

Rabbie Burns made me notorious. 
Me cut and stabbed he thocht was 

glorious. 
Tae look like ony ditch uproarious. 

Not aince but aften. 
Is being horned by a' victorious? 

Weel, I'm no laughin'. 

I ken there's those wha think I'm tasty, 
An' I've weel-swall'd monie a waistie. 
My flavour haunts some like a ghaistie. 

But there's a stigma. 
Some are na' sure if I'm quite chastie. 

I'm some enigma. 

In battle bloody, fierce an' lang, 
The rustic fed on me is strang, 
His trusty blade he'll ne'er pit wrang. 

There's nane mair bold. 
An' I'm his cause o' victory sang. 

Or so I'm told. 
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There's nane wham I begrudge a meal. 
Frae oot a mooth nae food I'd steal. 
But lad an' lass, think hoo I feel 

When addressed thus. 
I plaintively tae you appeal. 

I want nae fuss. 

Ye powers wha' ken what mankind's 
needin' 

Whose only interest is their feedin'. 
I pray that a' these words ye're heedin' 

This he'rt-felt strain. 
And that ye'll answer a' ma pleadin'. 

Leave me alane. 

A Haggis's Reply to a Haggis's Lament 

Noo Sister Haggis I've perused 
Your words a boot hoo we're abused, 
Explaining why ye're no' amused, 

Tae say the least, 
By being hacked and bashed and bruised 

When at a feast. 

Altho' tae some they may soond fey, 
Your sentiments I'll no' gainsay. 
But off the weel-trod path ye stray, 

Tho' ye're poetical, 
An' new ideas aboond the day, 

Yours are heretical. 



Yer sentiments ye pit iicht well, 
And tho' noo speakin' for masel' 
I ken I'll no' yer worst fears quell. 

But if we must go. 
Is it no' better that the knell 

Rings oot wi' gusto? 

This thocht ye maybe can't abide, 
But don't ye feel a wee bit pride, 
When trencher-borne the room ye ride 

Wi' chef sae zealous? 
Painch, tripe and thairm-can't be 

denied-
They're a' just jealous. 

Piper-led we are applauded, 
Mony compliments accorded, 
On us dulcet words are hoarded. 

Nae meat nor birdies 
Can ye find that get sae lauded 

Jist for their hurdies. 

Nae wonder we're sae lang-addressed, 
For we stan' oot abune the rest. 
O' time we've surely stood the test, 

An' done it weel. 
Compared wi' ithers we are blest, 

That's hoo I feel. 

Is it frae oor airm-lang oration 
That we've ower-come a' tribulation? 
Applied the laws o' procreation, 

Tho' naething stealthy, 
We've earned the richt tae feel elation

We're a' still healthy. 

Address by the Mouse to Burns 
'On turning up in her nest with the 
plough, November, 1785.' 

Awa', you shachlin,' thowless loon! 
The wale o' knaves, ye tak the croon! 
Tae ding my wee bit hoosie <loon 

Then mourn my fate; 
Syne set your maudlin plea in print

Fegs, you're no' blate ! 

For three days noo, on yon auld tree, 
A hoodie craw's been watchin' me; 
Ae skreich frae you wad gar it flee, 

But wad ye? No! 
Ye'd toddle ahint a muckle plough 

An' strike the blow! 

You're 'truly sorry man's dominion 
Has broken nature's social union'; 
You're no' alane in that opinion, 

The truth tae tell; 
An' when I see this day's mishanter, 

It's mine as well! 

'The schemes o' mice an' men gang aft 
agley'-

That tale you needna' tell tae me! 
But as I look, wi' tearfu' e'e 

At my bit hame, 
I ken it's never mice, but men, 

Maun tak' the blame. 

Then-cow the cuddy !-ye ea' me 
thief! 

That's just aboot beyond belief! 
As if ilk growth, ilk stalk an' leaf 

Was man's creation, 
While through the earth he marks his 

tread 
Wi' desolation! 

You're born-but think-you're no yet 
buried; 

An' mony a plan'll be miscarried; 
Maybe, when your ain nest is harried 

An' you've tae flit, 
You'll mind the day you gaed through 

mine 
An' ruined it. 

But, Guidsakes, Rab ! You're a'maist 
greetin'! 

Haud on there, man, wi' your entreatin' ! 
Tae mak' ocht mair o' this sad meetin' 

I wad be laith-
Noo that your deed an' words ha'e 

made us 
Immortal baith ! 

W. PORTER-YOUNG 
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One Hundred Years 

in George Square 
by George Anderson 

'SO long as Burns, Thomas Campbell and Adam Smith are without suitable 
commemoration in this city, it cannot be said that subjects are wanting worthy 

of illustration in bronze or marble.' 
The foregoing editorial comment, with reference to the unveiling of the Graham 

statue, appeared in the now defunct Glasgow Evening Citizen, on 6th June, 1872. 
It proved to be the spur which drove Burns admirers to a determined effort to erect 
a worthy memorial to Scotland's national poet. 

The morning following the appearance of the Citizen's reference to subjects 
worthy of illustration in Bronze or Marble, Mr. James Hedderwick, Chairman of 
the Glasgow Burns Club, formed in January, 1859, was called on by Mr. John 
Brown. Mr. Brown was a commercial traveller for a wholesale firm in the city. 
That very morning he had started a shilling subscription sheet. It had been filled 
up in a few minutes. 

The two gentlemen contacted the editor of the Evening Citizen and put to him 
their idea. 

On the same day, the suggestion was given wide publicity and the editor of the 
Citizen offered to take charge of any amounts of money sent to him from warehouse, 
office, workshop or social circle. 'Let the shilling subscription idea be spontan
eously acted upon,' he wrote, 'And we shall soon behold in George Square a statue 
of the great peasant worthy of his incomparable renown.' 

Subscription sheets were prepared and at the beginning of July, the nucleus of a 
committee was formed. 

Within a year, £1,680 had been raised. The memorial was to stand in George 
Square and would be a pedestrian statue in bronze. Mr. George Edwin Ewing, a 
promi!1ent local sculptor, was invited 10 submit a design. It met with the approval 
of the committee and he was commissioned to proceed with the work. At this 
time, subscriptions totalled £1,700 and with contributions still to come in, the cost 
was fixed at £2,000. A clay model was completed in March, 1876, which wa~ then 
cast in stucco and finally, in October, 1876, the statue was cast in bronze. 

It was unanimously agreed that the inauguration should take place on the 
Anniversary of the poet's birth-25th January, 1877. The occasion proved to be 
one of the most memorable days in the history of the city. The streets of Glasgow 
were densely lined, in spite of the cloud and rain. A procession, in excess of 10,000 
people, left Glasgow Green at 12 noon. It proceeded by way of all the main streets 
of the city, finally heading for George Square by way ofSauchiehall Street, Renfield 
Street, St. Vincent Street and on to the Square itself. When the last of the pro
cession arrived in the square, it was calculated that at least 30,000 onlookers were 
in attendance. 
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The unveiling was carried out by Lord Houghton, 'The friend of poets,' and the 
distinguished company included, the Lord Provost and Council of the City, Mr. 
George Anderson, M.P. (no relation to the writer!), Mr. George E. Ewing, the 
sculptor, Mr. Tennant of the Glen and Mr. Archibald Campbell, a nephew of 
Highland Mary. 

After the unveiling. Bailie William Wilson, on behalf of the Burns Statue Com
mittee, formally handed the statue over to the city. It was accepted on behalf of 
the city by Lord Provost Bain. 
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Left: Peter Shaw (President of the Glasgow and District Burns Association), Lord Provost 
Peter Mccann, R. A. B. Mclaren (President of the Burns Federation), and Abe Train (Senior 
Vice President), at the centennial ceremony. 

The celebrations carried in to the evening. A banquet was held in the Crown 
Halls, Sauchiehall Street, presided over by Lord Houghton. In the City Hall, a 
musical commemoration took place, under the chairmanship of Mr. George 
Anderson, M.P. Musical and literary entertainment, under the presidency of Mr. 
George Jackson, was to be found in Trades' Hall. At the University, the students 
listened to a lecture delivered by Professor Nichol. At the conclusion of the lecture, 
the students marched to George Square, clustered round the infant statue, gave 
three ringing cheers to 'The Memory of Burns' and concluded by singing 'Auld 
Lang Syne'. 

This is but a brief history of the Robert Burns Statue in George Square. When 
the writer discovered that 1977 would mark the hundredth anniversary of the 
statue's unveiling, he suggested the event should not be allowed to pass unnoticed. 

Annually, the member clubs of the Glasgow and District Burns Association, 
hold a wreath-laying ceremony at the statue, on the Saturday nearest the 25th of 
January. 

This year, the President of the Association, Mr. Peter Shaw, welcomed Lord 
Provost Peter McCann, President of the Burns Federation, Mr. R. A. B. McLaren, 
Senior Vice-President of the Federation, Mr. Abe Train, to the ceremony. There 
was a large tum out of Club Presidents and their representatives. Sam Gaw and 
George Vallance had journeyed from Ayrshire, while Tom Mcilwraith had come 
from Edinburgh. Wives and children swelled the gathering and perhaps something 
in excess of 100 people turned up. 

Just as it had been a hundred years ago, the day was cold and wet. But that 
seemed to matter little. The words of Peter Shaw and R. A. B. McLaren were care
fully listened to, while in characteristic forceful fashion, Lord Provost Peter 
McCann told the gathering of how the statue of Burns could act as a reminder of 
how they should act, to those who passed it on their way to the City Chambers 
each day. After the wreaths were laid, the girls choir from Whitehill School sang 
Mary Morrison, as rain began to fall more heavily. 

About eighty people then retired to the Trades' House for refreshments, where 
they were again entertained by the choir. At the conclusion, Mr. Stewart Wallace, 
President of Bridgeton Burns Club, expressed the thanks of all Association Mem
bers, for the very fine manner in which President Peter Shaw had carried out his 
duties on this important occasion. 

There may not have been 30,000 people in George Square in January, 1977, as 
there were a hundred years ago. Nevertheless, the Association feels the event was a 
success. Sincerity cannot be seen to be in numbers alone. Those people who care 
about the Association and its work were there. These are the people who maintain 
the Jean Armour Burns Houses, in Mauchline. 

Few would disagree that these houses form the finest memorial to Robert Burns, 
anywhere in the world. One might conclude thus: the laying of wreaths at Burns 
Statue, once a year, is no empty gesture. Those who lay the wreaths are sincere in 
their admiration for the poet. And in practical and meaningful ways, they show 
this, not one day a year, but in twelve months, every year. The ladies who live in 
the Jean Armour Burns Houses on historic Mossgiel Farm, Mauchline, will vouch 
for this. 

53 



Essay on Robert Burns by Candidior 
This essay under the pseudonym 'Candidior' (Latin for 'more candid') was 

written by Maria Riddell for the Dumfries Weekly Journal immediately after the 
Poet's death. It is here printed as originally published, together with the editorial 
deletions-just over 400 words out of over 3,000 which would have been better 
left unsaid. I have also appended my own notes and comments on the printed 
text. 

Mark Anthony's speech on the death of Caesar was in toto about equivalent to 
the deletions; but then Shakespeare was a genius. Neither Maria nor I can qualify 
on that score, I fear. Burns has qualified, and still does, however, but he could no 
longer defend himself. 

JT is not likely that the extinction 
of a spirit like the late Robert 

Burns's should be unattended with 
a variety of posthumous Anec
dotes, Memoirs, etc., relative to the 
very rare and uncommon Person
age whom it animated. I shall not 
attempt to inlist with the volumin
ous corps of Biographers I esteem 
it probably may arrogate to them
selves the privilege of criticising 
the Character or writings of Mr. 
Burns, without possessing his 
genius - 'The inspiring mantle' 
thrown over him by that tutelary 
Muse who first found him like the 
prophet Elisha 'at his plough'* has 

* 'The poetic Genius of my Country found me 
as the prophetic bard Elijah did Elisha-at 
the plough; and threw her inspiring mantle 
over me. She badt> me sing the loves, the 
joys, the rural scenes and rural pleasures of 
my natal soil, in my native tongue, etc. etc.' 
Burns's Preparatory address to the Nob. 
and Gent. of the Gal. Hunt. 
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been the portion of few, maybe the 
portion of fewer still; and if it is 
true that men of genius have a privi
lege in their literary capacities to 
claim the rights of the British 
citizen in a Court of Legatorial 
Justice, that of being tried only by· 

R. S. Gilchrist, M.B., CH.B. 

their peers-I borrow here an 
expression I have frequently heard 
Burns himself make use of-God 
forbid I should, any more than the 
generality of other people, assume 
the flattering and peculiar privilege 
of sitting upon his jury. But an 
intimate acquaintance, both of cor
respondence and society for five 
years past, may perhaps justify my 

(I) presenting to the public a few of 
those ideas and observations the 
habits of intimacy in which we have 
lived together have left with me; and 

(2) which to the day which closed for
ever the scene of his happy qualities 
I have never had the smallest cause 
to deviate in or recal. 

It will be the misfortunate of 
Burns's reputation in the records 
of literature, not only to future 
generations and to foreign coun
tries, but even with his native 
Scotland, and a number of his 
contemporaries that he has been 
regarded as a poet and nothing but 
a poet. It must not be supposed 
that I consider this title is a trivial 
one; no person can be more pene
trated with the respect due to the 
wreath bestowed by the Muses 
than myself; and much certainly is 
due to the merits of a self-taught 



(3) Bard when his native fire had al
ready blazed forth in all its wild 
graces of genuine simplicity and 
energetic eloquence of sentiment. 

(4) If others had climbed more success
fully than him to the heights of 
Parnassus, none certainly ever out
shone Burns in the charms-the 
sorcery, I would almost call it, of 
fascinating conversation, the spon
taneous eloquence of social argu
ment, or the unstudied poignancy 
of brilliant repartee. His personal 
endowments were perfectly corres
pondent to the qualifications of his 
mind. His form was manly, 

(5} his Action-energy itself! Such 
was the irresistible power of attrac
tion that encircled him, though his 
manners and appearance were 
always peculiar he never failed to 
delight and to excell. His figure 
certainly bore the authentic im
press of his birth and original 
station in life; it seemed rather 
moulded by nature for the rough 
exercises of Agriculture than the 
gentler cultivation of the Belles 
Lettres. His features were stamped 
with the hardy character of inde
pendence, and the firmness of 
conscious though not arrogant pre
eminence. I believe no man ever 

(6) was gifted with a larger portion of 
the 'vivida vis animi'. The animated 
expressions of his countenance 
were almost peculiar to himself. 
The rapid lightnings of his eye were 
always the harbingers of some flash 
of genius, whether they darted the 
fiery glances of insulted and indig
nant superiority or beamed with the 
impassioned sentiment of fervent 
and impetuous affections. His 
voice alone could improve upon 
the magic of his eye; sonorious, 
replete with the finest modulations, 
it alternatively captured the ear 
with the melody of poetic numbers, 
the perspicuity of nervous reason-

ing or the ardent sallies of enthu
siastic patriotism. The keenness 
of Satire was, I am almost at a loss 
whether to say his forte or his 
foible; for though Nature had 
endowed him with a portion of the 

(7) most pointed excellence in that 
'perilous gift'. It was not always 
that sportiveness of humour, 'that 
unwary pleasantry,' which Sterne 

(8) has described to us, under a 
medium so concilliatory, or the 
altercations of parties or of persons 
happening to kindle the restless
ness of his spirit into interest or 
aversion. This however was not 
unexceptionally the case; his Wit 
(which is no unusual matter indeed) 
had always the start of his judg
ment, and would lead him to the 
indulgence of raillery, uniformly 
acute, but often unaccompanied 
with the least desire to wound. 

(9) Burns must not be dealt with un
conscientiously for being rather 

(9a) deficient in the suppression of an 
arch and full pointed 'bon mot' 
from the dread of injuring its 
object. He paid the forfeit of his 
talents as dearly as anyone could 
do; "t was no extravagant arith
metic,' to say of him as of Y orick 
'that for every ten jokes he got an 
hundred enemies', and much allow
ance should be made by a candid 
mind for the splenetic warmth of a 
spirit whom 'dif,tress had often 
spited with the world'-and which, 
unbounded in its intellectual sallies 
and punuits continually experi
enced the curbs imposed by the 
waywardness of his fortune, the 
vivacity of his wfrhes and temper 
checked by almost habitual dis
appointments, and endowed with a 
heart that acknowledged the ruling 
passion of independence, without 
having ever been placed beyond the 
gra8p of penury his soul was never 
lanquid or inactive, and his Genius 
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extinguished until with the last 
sparks of retreating life. His 
Passions rendered him according 
as they disclosed themselves in 
affection or antipathy the object of 
enthusiastic attachment or most 
rancorous malevolence; for he 
possessed none of that negative 
insipidity of character whose love 
might be regarded with indiffer
ence, or whose resentment could be 
considered with contempt. In this 
it should be seen, the temper of his 
companions took the tincture from 
his own; for he acknowledged in 
the universe but two classes of 
objects, those of adoration the most 
fervent, or of aversion ~he most 
acrimonious. And it has frequently 
been reproached him that unsus
ceptible of indifference, often halt
ing where he ought to have 
despised, he alternately opened his 
heart and poured forth all the 
treasures of his understanding to 
such as were incapable of appreci
ating the homage, and elevated to 
the privileges of an adversary, 
many who were unqualified in 
talents of any nature for the honor 
of a contest so distinguishing. 

It is said that the celebrated Dr. 
Johnson professed 'to love a good 
hater': a temperament that had 
singularly adapted him to cherish
ing a prepossession in favour of 
our Bard; who could perhaps feel 
little short even of the surly Doctor 
in this qualification, as long as the 
disposition to ill-will continued; 
but the versatility of his passions 
were fortunately tempered to their 
fervor; he was seldom-never, 
indeed, implacable in his resent
ments; and sometimes it has been 
alleged, not inviolably faithful in 

(10) his engagements of friendship. 
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Where he fancied he had dis
covered the traces of unkindness, 
scorn or neglect, took their measure 

of asperity from the overflowings of 
the opposite sentiment which pre
ceded them, and which seldom 
failed to regain its ascendency in 
his bosom on the return of calmer 
reflexion. He was candid and 
manly in the avowal of his wrongs, 
and his avowal was a reparation. 
His native forte never forsaking 
him a moment the value of a frank 
acknowledgment was enhanced ten
fold towards a gracious mind, 
from its never being attended with 
servility. His mind, organised only 
for the stronger and more acute 
operations of the passions, was 
impracticable to the efforts of 
superciliousness that would have 
depressed it into humility, and 
equally superior to the encroach
ments of venal suggestions, that 
might have led him into the mazes 
of hypocrisy. 

It has been observed that he was 
far from averse to the incense of 
flattery and could receive it tem
pered with less delicacy than might 
have been expected, as he seldom 
transgressed that way himself; 
where he paid a compliment indeed 
it might claim the power of intoxi
cation, as approbation from him 
was always an honest tribute from 
the warmth and sincerity of his 
heart. It has been sometimes 
represented by those who it should 
seem had a view to detract though 
they could not hope to alienate 
that native brilliancy which the 
powers of this singular man had 
invariably bestowed on everything 
which came from his lips or pen; 

(11) that the History of the Ayrshire 
Plowman was an ingenious fiction, 
fabricated for the purposes of ob
taining the interest of the great and 
enhancing the merits of what in 
reality required no foil, the Cotter's 
Saturday Night, Tam o'Shanter, 
and the Mountain Daisy, beside a 



number of later productions where 
the maturity of his Genius will be 
readily traced, and certainly will 
not disprove the promise of its 
dawn and which will be given to 
the public as soon as his Friends 
have collected and re-arranged 

(12) them, speak sufficiently for them
selves; they had perhaps bestowed 

(13) as unusual a grace there, as even to 
the humbler shades of rustic inspir
ation, from whence they really 
sprung. 

To the obscure scene of Mr. 
Burns's education, and to the 
laborious though honourable sta
tion of rural industry in which his 
parentage enrolled him, almost 
every habitant of the South of 

(14) Scotland can give testimony. 
That Burns had received no 

classical education and was ac
quainted with the Greek and 
Roman Authors only through the 
medium of translations is a fact 
that can be indisputably proved: 
I have seldom seen him at a loss in 
conversation unless where the dead 
languages and their writers were 
the subject of discussion. When I 
have pressed him to tell me why 
he never took pains to acquire the 
Latin in particular, a language his 
happy memory had so soon enabled 
him to be master of: he used only to 
reply with a smile, that he already 
knew all the Latin he desired to 
learn and that was 'Omnia vincit 
Amor' a phrase that from his writ
ings and most favourite pursuits it 
should undoubtedly seem he was 

(15) most thoroughly ver!:ed in. 

His poetical pieces blend with 
alternate happiness of description 
the frolic spirit and the joy inspiring 
bowl or melt the heart to the 
tender and impassioned sentiments 
in which beauty always taught him 
to pour forth his own. But who 

will wish to reprove the feelings 
he has consecrated with such lively 
touches of nature? And where is the 
rugged moralist that will persuade us 
so far to 'chill the genial current of 
the soul,' as to regret that Ovid ever 
celebrated his Corinna or Anacreon 

(16) sung beneath his vine. 
I will not, however, undertake to 

be the apologist of the irregularities 
even of a man of Genius: though I 
believe it is as certainly understood 
that Genius never was free of 
irregularities; as that their absolu
tion in great measure may be 
justly claimed, since it is certain 
that the world had continued very 
stationary in its intellectual ac
quirements had it never given 
birth to any but men of plain 
sense. Eveness of conduct and a 
due regard to the decorums of the 
world have so rarely been seen to 
move hand in hand with Genius, 
that some have gone as far as to 
say-though there I cannot ac
quiesce-that they are even incom-

(17) patible; .... it is only on the gem 
we are disturbed to see the dust. 

(18) The pebble may be soiled and we 
never regard it ... The calm moni
tions of reason were not invariably 
found sufficient to fetter an imagin
ation which scorned the narrow 
limits and restrictions that would 
chain it to the level of ordinary 
minds. The Child of Nature, the 
Child of Sensibility-unbroke to 
the refrigerative precepts of Philo
sophy, untaught always to vanquish 
the passions which were the only 
sources of his frequent errors
Burns makes his own artless apol
ogy in terms more forcible than all 
the argumentory vindications in 
the world could do in one of his 
Poems where he delineates with his 
usual simplicity the progress of his 
mind and its first expansion to the 
lessons of the 'tutelary Muse'. 
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'I saw thy pulse's maddening play, 
'Wild-send they Pleasure's devious way, 
'Misled by Fancy's meteor-ray 

'By Passion Driven; 
'But yet the light that fod astray, 
'Was light from Heaven.' 

Vide 'The Vision', 
Duan 11 

(19) I have already transgressed far 
beyond the bounds I had proposed 
to myself on first committing to 
paper these sketches which com
prehend at least what I have been 
led to deem the leading feature of 
Burns's Mind and Character. A 
Critique, either literary or moral, I 
cannot aim at; Mine is wholly 
fulfilled if in these paragraphs I 
have been able to delineate any 
of these strong traits which dis
tinguished him, of those talents 
which raised him from the plough, 
where he past the bleak morning 
of his life weaving his made wreaths 
of poesy with the wild field flowers 
that sprung around his cottage, to 
the inviable eminence of literary 
fame, where Scotland will long 
cherish his memory with delight 
and gratitude, and proudly remem
ber that a Genius was ripened with
out care or culture beneath her 
cold sky, that would have done 
honor to the genial temperature 
of climes better adapted for the 
cherishing its germs of Genius
to the growth of those luxuriances
that warmth of fancy and colouring 
in which he so eminently excelled! 

From several paragraphs I have 
taken notice of in the public prints, 
even since the idea of sending there 
thither was formed, I find private 
animosities are not yet subsided, 
and envy has not yet done her part. 

(20) I still trust, however, that honest 
fame will be affixed to Burns's 
reputation, which he will be found 
to have merited by the candid and 
impartial, among his countrymen; 
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and where a kindred bosom is 
found, that has been taught to 

(21) glow with the fires that animated 
Burns's; remember at the same 
time the imperfection of all human 
excellence, and leave those incon
sistencies which alternately exalted 
his nature to the Seraph, and sunk 
it again into the man, to the tri
bunal which alone can investigate 
the labyrinths of the human heart, 

'Where they alike in trembling hopes 
repose 

'The bosom of his father, and his God.' 

FOOTNOTES 
Mrs. Riddell (see Note (1)) with her much 
vaunted friendship for Burns, would scarcely 
have wished that any phrases, in her letter to 
the Dumfries Chronicle in August, 1796, should 
be op;m to mis-representation, by future bio
graphers; she no doubt would wish to go down 
to posterity with her friendship undimmed and 
to be his first entirely favourable biographer. 

I feel sure she would have wished to co
operate with John Syme and this Editor in 
making some changes in her, no doubt, 
hurried 3,000 word letter to the Chronicle! 

She would, I am certain, be happy to see 
such phrases as follows cut co:npletely out of 
her Epistle for the reasons stated in the 
following notes. 
(I) Mrs. Riddcll's claim to an intimate friend

ship over a p.~riod of five years hardly 
stands up to close analysis; however, let 
the words stay in her letter, just underline 
them. 

(2) Why act as a signpost for future bio
graphers? How could she be expected to 
recognise genius in anybody other than 
herself? 

(3) A somewhat snobbish observation; which 
is, in any case, incorrect. 

(4) Maria was in no position to judge of 
Burns's powers as a poet. 

(5) A cattish remark, quite uncalled for, and 
quite erroneous, as his friendships in all 
social spheres were widely known. 

(6) Substitute 'lively force of mind'. Maria 
was merely airing her knowledge of 
'Latin in the original'! This did not 
extend, however, to the phrase 'de mortuis 



nil nisi bonum'. 
(7) Miew!-he had used them on her. 
(8) Miew!-and she never forgave him! 
(9) Showing off, and quite unnecessary. Excise 

from the sage to Saints. 
(9a) The sentence, as it stood, was grammatic

ally cumbersome. 
(10) Another signpost for future biographers 

to climb and read very closely. 
(11) Perhaps Maria was just plain ignorant! A 

plow-boy is derogatory. Burns was a 
skilled ploughman and a Tenant Farmer 
in his own right, in addition. 

(12) Alter 'arranged' to 're-arranged'. She, 
Currie and Syme did a lot of this. 

(13) Just s:iobbish nonsense; worthy of Sir 
Walter Scott. 

(14) Quite wrong, besides being entirely irrele
vant. 

(15) Maria left school at 16. Did she have a 
full knowledge of Latin and Greek in the 
original? Poor Burns lived on porridge in 
his latter days. 

(16) Underline this. She is showing off again. 
(17) Another signpost. 
(18) And another. 
(19) The underlined words have this Editor's 

complete agreement. She was much too 
quick 'off the mark' here and was adding 
her own three pennyworth. 

(20) Another needless signpost. 
(21) Friends do not remember the imperfec

tions of the subject of an eulogy. 

DELETIONS 
Footnote 
(2) and of his errors (of his genius I will not 

say, for its monuments will long survive 
him) ... 

(3) deprived of the advantages of a classical 
education and the intercourse of literary 
p::rsons, or of minds congenial to his own 
till that period of life ... 

(4) But the fact is that even when all his honors 
are yielded to him, Burns will undoubtedly 
be found to move in a sphere less splendid, 
less dignified, and even in his own pastoral 
stile less attractive than several other 
writers have done, and that poetry was (I 
appeal to all who had the advantage of 
being p;orsonally acquainted with him) 
actually not his forte ... 

(5) Entirely divested however of those graces, 
all that polish, acquired only in the refine
ment of societies in which h.e seldom had 
the < pportunity to mix; but where ... 

(7) he suffered it* too often *(the perilous 
gift of Satire) to be the vehicle of a 
personal, and sometimes undignified ani
mosities ... 

(8) but the darts of ridicule were frequently 
directed as the caprices of the instant 
suggested ... 

(9) the sage of Zurich very properly classes 
as a virtue only to be sought for in the 
Calendar of Saints ... 

(I 0) Much indeed has been talked of his incon
stancy and caprices. but I am inclined to 
b0lieve they originated less from a levity of 
sentiment than from an impetuosity of 
fe::ling that rendered him prompt to take 
umbrage, and his sensations of pique ... 

(13) and had they fallen from a hand more 
dignified in the ranks of society than that 
of a Peasant ... 

(14) His only surviving brother, Samuel Burns, 
now guides the ploughshare of his fore
fathers in Ayrshire, at a small farm near 
Mauchline, and our poet's eldest son (a 
lad of nine y;;:ars of age, whose early 
dispositions already promise him to be; the 
heritor of his father's talents, as well as 
indigence) has been destined by his 
family to the humble employments of the 
loom ... 

(15) but I really believe his classic erudition 
extended little, if any further. 
The penchant Mr. Burns had uniformly 
acknowledged for the festive pleasures of 
the table and towards the fairer and softer 
objects of Nature's Creation, has been the 
rallying point where the attacks of his 
censors, both pious and moral, have 
united: and to this it must be confessed 
he showed himself no stoic ... 

(17) beside the frailties that cast their shade 
over the splendor of superior merit are 
more conspicuously glaring than where 
they are the attendants of mere medi
ocrity ... 

(18) The eccentric intuitions of Genius too 
often yield the soul to the wild effer
vescence of desires always unbounded, 
and som.~times equally dangerous to the 
repose of others as fatal to its own. No 
wonder th::n if virtue herself is sometimes 
lost in the blaze of kindling animation or 
that ... 

(21) and the recollection of the imprudencies 
that soiled his brighter qualifications, 
interpose ... 
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Photo Rodger Price 

Anna Wilson proudly shows off her reward of £50, plus £5 from Rutherglen 
Police. 
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Honest Anna 
by John Riddell 

ANNA WILSON is an old age pensioner. To be more exact, she is 80 years of 
age-but her sprightly appearance belies this fact. 

On a Friday afternoon in January, 1977, she left her house in Rutherglen to do 
the weekly shopping. In the Main Street, she picked up a plastic bag she had kicked. 
There was something inside the bag. To her astonishment, Mrs. Wilson saw it was 
a roll of bank notes. She immediately retraced her steps to her home to count her 
'find'. Imagine her astonishment when she counted out £500-and no indication 
to whom the money belonged. 

What might she do? She hadn't eaten meat for two years-it was too expensive. 
Her sister is in Australia; £500 would take her there. There could be new clothes. 
She could visit her only daughter and her family, who live in Rugby, more often. 
The temptations were endless, one would assume. 

If they even entered Anna Wilson's mind, they sped on like clouds before a 
howling gale! 

The money tucked safely in her handbag, Mrs. Wilson left home and made her 
way to the local police station. On the way there, she met two constables. They 
looked at her, disbelievingly, when she acquainted them with what her handbag 
contained. But when they saw the money, they summoned a car from the station. 

At Rutherglen Police Station, Mrs. Wilson was complimented for her honesty. 
If the money wasn't claimed in six months, she might get the entire £500. 

Mrs. Wilson was taken home and left to ponder on the excitement of the day. 
She wondered when she would next hear about the money. It was to be much 
sooner than she expected. 

At nine o'clock that evening, Mrs. Wilson answered a knock at her door. On 
opening the door, she was faced with two smiling policemen. The money had been 
claimed and they had come to hand over the £50 reward from the owner-plus £5 
collected by members of Rutherglen Police Force! 

The story of Anna Wilson's honesty and her reward could well end here. If it 
did, readers of the Burns Chronicle would be entitled to pose the question: 'Why 
should this story appear in our annual publication?' 

Well, the answer to that question is to be found in the story's conclusion. 
Three years ago, Anna Wilson was responsible for the rebirth of Rutherglen 

Burns Club. For her efforts she was elected President of the Club. She still holds 
that office today. 

During her term of office, she has shown great enthusiasm and drive. She has 
also displayed just how much the Club's continued existence means to her. 

No sooner was she in possession of the £50, when she telephoned Honorary 
President, George Anderson. He had been her escort on a celebration evening, 
provided by the hotel whose money Mrs. Wilson had found. Now she wanted him 
to do something for her. She wanted him to take the money and buy a chain of 
office for the President of Rutherglen Burns Club. 

No amount of persuasion would change her mind. She wanted to buy a Chain 
and present it to her successor at the 1977 A.G.M. 
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However, if Anna Wilson was buying the Chain, George Anderson was deter
mined she would wear it-at least once. 

Senior Vice-President of the Federation, Abe Train, was due to address the Club 
at the February meeting. The Chain was ready for that meeting, and before a large 
attendance of members-and her daughter who had travelled si:ecially from Rugby 
to be present- Anna Wilson was invested with her Chain of Office, by Abe Train. 
Jt was a very emotional evening for this grand old lady. 

It remains only to say this. At the A.G.M., on the motion of the Senior Vice
President of Rutherglen Burns Club, Robert Nairn, and acclaimed by all present, 
Anna Wilson was elected for a third term as President. 

The qualities of enthusiasm, honesty and unselfishness have been shown by Anna 
Wilson. Small wonder members of the Rutherglen Burns Club are proud of 
'Honest Anna' . 
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1 'However fortune kick the ba'. 
,, . . 

by David McGregor -

A NICE friendly touch from Motherwell Football Club. Having been drawn to 
play Kilmarnock in a Scottish Cup Tie on 29th January, 1977, the Board of 

Directors decided to invite along as guests for the match, some Burnsians from 
Lanarkshire and Ayrshire. 

Officials of the Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs were contacted and on 
the day, they, headed by President Bob Cleland, and accompanied by Sam Gaw 
and Mr. Wyper representing Ayrshire, and George Anderson representing the 
Federation, were welcomed by Motherwell Chairman, Ian Livingstone. Mr. Living
stone said he knew this to be a busy time for Burnsians, but said he hoped everyone 
would relax and enjoy the game. He then invited Bob Cleland, Sam Gaw and 
'Neutral' George Anderson, to choose the player of the match. 

This proved a simple task. Striker supreme Willie Pettigrew was in brilliant 
form. Before the Killie players had recovered from the bus journey to Fir Park, 
they were a goal behind-26 seconds gone on the clock-from a superbly struck 
shot by Pettigrew. In 42 minutes he repeated the dose, tliis time from a free kick. 
Between these two fine goals, an excellent move, from defence to attack, saw the 
deceptive Vic Davidson add his name to the score sheet in 15 minutes. 

The second forty-five minutes merely ensured the statutory ninety minutes were 
played. There were numerous incidents, but no further goals. 

It was, on the whole, a first class entertaining cup tie; played. in bright sunshine 
on a hard-surfaced pitch. Certainly, few of the 8,335 souls who turned out to cheer 
their heroes on, left before the full-time whistle. 

The opinion of the Burnsians who witnessed the encounter? 
The 'Steelmen' had thrashed the 'Sons of auld Killie'-no doubt about that. 

Willie Pettigrew had shown scant respect for the visitors-and had emerged the 
man of the mtch ! 

The referee? He managed to collect a couple of names, when two opposing 
players 'linked arms' and didn't want to let go (he probably forgot it was the Burns 
season). Another Killie player had his name taken for instructing the linesman on 
how to properly carry out his duties. 

The general idea? A great success. All who attended expressed thanks to Mother
well Football Club to Mr. Stevenson in particular. It was his job to look after the 
party and this he certainly did. 

That an invitation such as this was extended at all, suggests that the members of 
the Lanarkshire Association, have, in football parlance, 'Let them know you're 
there'. For this, they are surely to be warmly congratulated. 

Footnote. Motherwell lost 2-0 to Rangers in the quarter-final of the Scottish 
Cup. 

Photo County Newspapers of Motherwell 

Back row: Mr. Wyper, Bob Cleland, Tom Paterson, Bob Scott (hidden) 
Front row: Adam Bennett, John Allan, Ian Livingstone, Mr. Samuels, George Anderson and 
Sam Gaw. 
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n , II·~ l ' ~ ' ,, (!~urns lVa e <9 lVru.lh : 

A LEGEND IN LITERATURE 

by Mary Ellen B. Lewis, PH.D. 

CRITICS almost universally agree that 
Burns's Edinburgh experience (1786-

1788) ruined him for writing powerful 
poemsl-perhaps by making him overly 
self-conscious, by introducing him to 
alternate life styles he was not equipped 
to adopt. For whatever reasons, Burns 
did not write much poetry of great 
acclaim-according to these critics
after 1786. Taking this view, the Kil
marnock edition and the almost simul
taneous Edinburgh edition remain the 
greatest repositories of Burns's creative 
genius. Perhaps the most notable 
exception, poetically speaking is 'Tam 
o' Shanter'-acclaimed by critics and 
by the general Scots and Scots-derived 
populace of the world. Considerable 
energy has been expended in explaining 
the isolated occurrence of this poem, 
written after Burns's sojourn in 'auld 
Reekie'. 

'Tam o' Shanter' was in a way written 
to order. While Burns was living at 
Ellisland Farm near Dumfries, his 
neighbour and friend, a local man of 
considerable substance, sometime anti
quary Robert Riddell of Glenriddel, 
enjoyed Burns's company-both be
cause Burns shared with Riddell an 
interest in antiquities, both physical and 
oral. For one or the other reason, Rid
dell shared his friend Burns with various 
visitors to his estate. It was for the 
latter reason, no doubt, that Riddell 
introduced Burns to Francis Grose, 
author of Antiquities of England and 
Wales (1772-87), who was visiting 
Scotland in 1789, preparatory to pub
lishing Antiquities of Scotland (1789-
1791 ). With the enthusiasm of a native 
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in exile (he was living in Dumfriesshire' 
the county just southeast of his native 
Ayrshire at the time), Burns recalled 
buildings and ruins in Ayrshire which, 
with patriotic fervour, he insisted should 
be included in Grose's publication. 
One such spot was the ruins of Alloway 
Kirk, near the Brig o' Doon, in whose 
churchyard his own father was buried. 
Grose's technique in preparing his 
books-amusingly detailed in a descrip
tive poem by Burns called 'On the Late 
Captain Grose's peregrinations thro' 
Scotland, collecting the Antiquities of 
that Kingdom'-was to visit various 
physical antiquities, to sketch them care
fully, and to write up an historical 
description. He had agreed to include a 
sketch of Alloway Kirk if Burns would 
write a poem about it. Burns did, basing 
his poem upon legendary traditons, and 
'Tam o' Shanter' was published in the 
second volume of Grose's Antiquities of 
Scotland in 1791.2 Grose's introduction 
pays tribute to Burns's participation: 

To my ingenious friend Mr. Robert Burns 
I have been variously obligated; he not 
only was at the pains of marking out what 
was most worthy of notice in Ayrshire, 
the country honored by his birth, but he 
also wrote, expressly for this work, the 
pretty tale annexed to Aloway Church.3 

There is in fact no difficulty at all in 
explaining the isolated occurrence of 
this widely acclaimed poem, because it 
was written out of the very same im
pulses which were governing Burns's 
principal artistic endeavour from the 
end of his stay in Edinburgh until his 
death in Dumfries in 1796--namely his 



interest in the traditional, especially 
oral, manifestations of Scots culture. 
Ballads and folksongs-their collecting, 
editing, and imitating-consumed his 
creative time. Perhaps the Edinburgh 
experience, urban as it was, awakened 
in him a real sense of his own identity, 
perceived through the folklore-and 
particularly through the folksongs-of 
his native, rural, and in part nonliterate 
Ayrshire environment. Burns had 
grown up in a traditional environment 
and wrote at least partially out of it, but 
it was the alienation from his culture 
which he experienced in Edinburgh and 
the travels he took to the Highlands and 
Borders of Scotland, which contributed 
to his conscious cognition of his own 
folklore, his own traditions. Undoubt
edly, Johnson's Scots Musical Museum 
project, which magnetically drew 
Burns's aid, spurred him on to view 
traditional inheritance as not only im
portant for himself personally but for a 
Scotland endangered by English inroads 
as well. And the whole intellectual 
climate favoured the search for roots, 
for the past out of which a meaningful 
present could be achieved. Mac
Pherson's Ossian and Percy's Reliques 
exemplified this urge, and they in turn 
led to the more overriding and prece
dent-setting formulation of this prin
ciple in the person of Johann Gottfried 
von Herder (1744-1803). 'Tam o' 
Shanter' also reflects this traditional 
view for the poem itself is based on a 
legend, known to Burns, and sent to 
Grose together with two similar legends, 
from one of which he borrowed several 
additional details. 

Sir, 
Among the many Witch Stories I have 
heard relating to Aloway Kirk, I distinctly 
remember only two or three. 

Upon a stormy night, amid whirling 
squalls of wind and bitter blasts of hail, in 
short, on such a night as the devil would 
chuse to take the air in, a farmer or a 
farmer's servant was plodding and splash
ing homeward with his ploughirons on his 

shoulder, having been getting some repairs 
on them at a neighbouring smithy. His 
way lay by the Kirk of Aloway, and being 
rather on the anxious look-out in ap
proaching a place so well known to be a 
favorite haunt of the devil and the devil's 
friends and emissaries, he was struck 
aghast by discovering, through the horrors 
of the storm and stormy night, a light, 
which, on his nearer approach, plainly 
shewed itself to proceed from the haunted 
edifice. Whether he had been fortified 
from above on his devout supplication, as 
is customary with people when they sus
pect the immediate presence of Satan; or 
whether, according to another custom, he 
had got courageously drunk at the smithy, 
I will not pr.::tend to determine; but so it 
was that he ventured to go up to, nay into 
the very Kirk.-As good luck would have 
it, his temerity came off unpunished. The 
members of the infernal junto were all out 
on some midnight bu~iness or other, and 
he saw nothing but a kind of kettle or 
caldron, depending from the roof, over 
the fire, simmering some heads of un
christened children, limbs of executed 
malefactors, &c. for the business of the 
night. It was, in for a penny, in for a 
pound, with the honest ploughman; so 
without ceremony he unhooked the cal
dron from off the fire, and pouring out the 
damnable ingredients, inverted it on his 
head, and carried it fairly home, where it 
remained long in the family a living evi
dence of the truth of the story. 

Another story, which I can prove to 
be equally authentic, was as follows. 

On a market day in the town of Ayr, a 
farmer from Carrick, and consequently 
whose way lay by the very gate of Aloway 
kirk-yard, in order to cross the river Doon 
at the old bridge, which is about two or 
three hundred yards farther on than the 
said gate, had been detained by his busi
ness till by the time he reached Aloway it 
was the wizard hour, between night and 
morning. 

Though he was terrifi.::d with a blaze 
streaming from the kirk, yet as it is a well 
known fact, that to turn back on these 
occasions is running by far the greatest 
risk of mischief, he prudently advanced on 
his road. When he had reached the gate of 
the kirk-yard, he was surprised and enter-
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tained, through the ribs and arches of an 
old gothic window which still faces the 
highway, to see a dance of witches merrily 
footing it round their old sooty black
i!:ttar<i master, who was keeping them all 
alive with the power of his bagpipe. The 
farmer stopping his horse to observe 
them a little, could plainly descry the 
faces of many old women of his acquaint
ance and neighbourhood. How the 
gentleman was dressed, tradition does not 
say; but the ladies were all in their smocks; 
and one of them happening unluckily to 
have a smock which was considerably too 
short to answer all the purpose of that 
piece of dress, our farmer was so tickled 
that he involuntarily burst out, with a loud 
laugh, 'Wee! luppen, Maggy wi' the short 
sark!' and recollecting himself, instantly 
spurred his horse to the top of his speed. 
I need not mention the universally known 
fact, that no diabolical power can pursue 
beyond the middle of a running stream. 
Lucky it was for the poor farmer that the 
river Doon was so near, for notwith
standing the speed of his horse, which 
was a good one, against he reached the 
middle of the arch of the bridge, and con
sequently the middle of the stream, the 
pursuing, vengeful hags were so close at 
his heels, that one of them actually sprung 
to seize him; but it was too late; nothing 
was on her side of the stream but the 
horse's tail, which immediately gave way 
to her infernal grip, as if blasted by a 
stroke of lightning; but the farmer was 
beyond her reach.-However, the un
sightly, tailless condition of the vigorous 
steed was to the last hours of the noble 
creature's life, an awful warning to Carrick 
farmers, not to stay too late in Ayr 
markets.-

The last relation I shall give, though 
equally true, is not so wdl identified as the 
two former, with regard to the scene: but as 
the best authorities give it for Aloway, I 
shall relate it.-

On a summer's evening, about the time 
that Nature put on her sables to mourn the 
expiry of the chearful day, a shepherd boy 
belonging to a farmer in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Aloway Kirk, had just 
folded his charge, and was returning home. 
As he passed the Kirk, in the adjoining field, 
he fell in with a crew of men and women, 

who were busy pulling stems of the plant 
ragwort. He observed that as each person 
pulled a ragwort, he or she got astride of 
it, and called out, 'Up horsie!' on which 
the ragwort flew off, like Pegasus, through 
the air with its rider. The foolish boy like
wise pulled his ragwort, and cried, with the 
rest, 'Up horsie!' and, strange to tell, away 
he flew with the company. The first stage 
at which the calvacade stopt, was a mer
chant's wine cellar in Bordeaux, where, 
without saying, by your leave, they quaffed 
away at the best the cellar could afford, 
untill the morning, foe to the imps and 
works of darkness, threatened to thro 
light on the matter, and frightened them 
from their carousals.-

The poor shepherd lad, being equally a 
stranger to the scene and the liquor, heed
lessly got himself drunk; and when the 
rest took horse, he fell asleep and was 
found so next day by some of the people 
belonging to the merchant. Somebody that 
understood Scotch, asking him what he 
was, he said he was such-a-one's herd in 
Aloway, and by some means or other 
getting horre again, he lived long to tell 
the world the wondrous tale.-

I am, Dr Sir 
RobtBurns4 

Just as Burns often collected folk
songs, sometimes changing them to fit 
his own traditionally formed aesthetic, 
in 'Tam o' Shanter' Burns built a poem 
upon a legend he had heard and which 
was known and varied in his contem
porary Ayrshire. Thus this poem as 
well as his work for the Museum grew 
out of the very same interest, and the 
resultant songs together with 'Tam o' 
Shanter' preserve oral traditions of a 
given milieu and transcend them by 
transferring them to print for posterity. 
Burns wrote 'Tam o' Shanter' because 
the subject matter, traditional legendary 
material, was not only at hand, but was 
also deemed distinctive. There is no 
anomaly between this poem and the 
other work Burns was doing; rather 
there is harmony. 

This conclusion is the result of the 
study of both oral and written traditions, 



of folklore and literature, and an exten
sive examination of Robert Burns as a 
figure who drew not only from Scottish 
(and English) literary tradition but also 
from Scottish oral tradition. I have 
elsewhere discussed at length Burns's 
role as a very conscious collector of oral 
traditions, particularly songs, from him
self and others, for The Scots Musical 
Museum, Select Scottish Airs and his 
manuscript of bawdy songs, now known 
as the Merry Muses of Ca/edonia.5 In 
'Tam o' Shanter' Burns was doing much 
the same thing: he took versions of 
several current legends, and combining, 
adding, he retold in poetic form a 
widely known legend of his own milieu. 
Knowing what a legend is, how it oper
ates as a communicative event among 
people, is, I suggest, one key to under
standing what Burns does in the poem, 
for the core of 'Tam o' Shanter' is a 
legend. 

Many past studies of folklore in 
literature have focused on the identifi
cation of discrete or atomistic elements 
of folklore in works of literature, moti
vated more by the desire to enlarge the 
data fund of folklore by abstracting 
items from literature than by the wish 
to examine the use to which the folklore 
was put. In other words, interpretation 
has often been eschewed, perhaps as 
beyond the province of the folklorist. 
Alan Dundes argues for the necessary 
combination of identification and inter
pretation in dealing convincingly and 
purposefully with a work of literature, 6 
and more recent papers have followed 
his example to greater or lesser degrees. 7 
Certain kinds of questions, however, 
may be answered by a comparative 
examination of discrete and atomistic 
elements of folklore in a specific literary 
work-namely, the discovery of ele
ments unique or individually creative on 
the part of an author, revealing the 
extent of individual creativity, that sine 
qua non of 'art literature'. This is only 
broadly interpretive, and may not deal 

specifically with use or meaning of folk
lore in the author's creation. However, 
identification of discrete and atomistic 
items of folklore is the initial step in 
most studies of folklore in literature. 

In the past, however, much identifi
cation has been suggestive but not 
corroborative. A study by Byrd Howell 
Granger, 'Folklore in Robert Burns' 
"Tam o' Shanter" ' is a case in point.8 
Various elements of the poem are 
deemed by Granger to owe their debt 
to folklore, but these are not corro
borated. Some of the observations read 
as follows: 'the tale of witches holding a 
conventical and being spied upon by an 
outsider is very widespread;' 'a woman 
had prophesied he would come to ill;' 
'It is midnight, the witching hour;' 
'ghosts are the restless dead;' 'owls and 
witches' familiar;' 'Not only do the 
time, the weather, and the spirits and 
owls forbode evil to come, but so does 
the neighbourhood through which Tam 
must ride on ancient Meg;' 'as for the 
thorn, it is one of three plants most 
favoured by witches;' 'belief in wells as 
being in charge of a spirit is common 
enough;' 'devil's throne was to the 
east;' 'Burns avoids naming the devil 
but instead uses one of his many nick
names;' 'The fat of unchristened babes 
is a useful ingredient in making flying 
unguent;' 'A conventicle, of course, was 
also a time ofini tia ti on ofnew mem hers;' 
'Evil cannot stand in the presence of 
such a person and he can view the 
doings only so long as his presence is 
not realised;' 'purifying power of water,' 
As I have indicated, such elements are 
only suggestive, for Granger does not 
corroborate them and, indeed, in no 
way proves that they are folklore. Most 
professional folklorists insist on specific 
corroborative evidence that the material 
so identified does exist in oral tradition, 
by referring to standard collections of 
folklore, such as any number dealing 
with superstition and witchcraft in 
Scotland,9 and to such recognised 
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repositories as those of Stith Thompson 
-The Motif Index of Folk-Literature 
and The Types of the FolktalelO-and in 
the case of Britain and North America, 
Ernest W. Baughman's Type and Motif 
Index of the Folktales of England and 
North America)l Such corroborative 
evidences confirm the hunches of the 
analyzer that the materials identified 
are folklore. On the atomistic level, 
there is considerable corroborative evi
dence: the central portion of the poem, 
Tam's encounter with the Witches' Sab
bath (Baughman G243), takes place 
around midnight (Baughman G303.6.1. 
1). Murray suggests that 

The actual hour at which the Sabbath was 
held is specified in very few cases; it 
appears to have been a nocturnal assembly, 
beginning about midnight and lasting till 
early dawn or cockcrow.12 

Davidson adds, 'The meetings were usu
ally held at night and in secret. Some
times in an open but secluded place, 
sometimes in a churchyard, occasion
ally in a house.'13 The setting here is a 
churchyard ('in nearly all the witch con
fessions we are told the initiation cere
monies were conducted in churchyards 
or other consecrated ground'14) in the 
mid~t of stormy weather which Reginald 
Scot says witches could control: 'they 
may at their pleasure send raine, haile, 
tempests, thunder, lightneing.'15 Both 
male and female witches (Baughman 
G220.0.2) are present as is the devil 
(Baughman 303.6.2.2) who appears in 
the form of a dog (Baughman G303.3.3. 
l(a)) similar to the description from 
Murray: 'The Highland witches in the 
eighteenth century saw the devil as a 
dog; he was "a large black ugly 
tyke".'16 The dog was only one form 
the devil might take: 'The animal 
forms in which the Devil most com
monly appeared were bull, cat, dog, 
goat, horse, and sheep.'17 Murray sug
gests that a typical Sabbath began with 
homage to devil, the reports on work, 
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ritual and sacrifice, and concluded with 
dancing and feasting.18 The witches 
dance (Baughman G247) and the evil 
attends (Baughman G303.6.2.1) pro
viding the music (Baughman G303.25. 
23) by playing the bagpipes. Murray 
quotes a corroborative report from 
1655: 

One Night going to a dancing upon 
Pentland-hills, he [the devil] went before 
us in the likeness of a rough tanny-Dog, 
playing on a pair of Pipes, and his tail 
played ey wig wag wig wag.19 

It is this scene which Tam comes upon 
and which his horse balks at approach
ing, sensing the unnaturalness of the 
event (Baughman B521), and eventually 
saving Tam (Baughman B523). Lines 
131-141 describe the remnants of ingre
dients from the witches' rituals and 
sacrifices : flesh of children was often 
boiled, the thicker part used for oint
ment to help one fly, the thinner por
tions drunk for magical power.20 Un
baptised babies belonged to the devil.21 
Witches and fairies are often conflated 
and motifs relating to fairies may pro
vide some corroboration: the witches 
chase Tam after he watches them dance 
(Baughman F261.4) and yells at them: 
they attempt revenge, perhaps for 
being identified (Baughman F361.3) 
and pursue him (Thompson G267), 
flying through the air (Baughman 
G242), but they are powerless to cross 
the Doon (Baughman G273.4) in pur
suit. However, they have some revenge 
in removing Tam's horse's tail which 
remained a moment too long on their 
side of the water (Baughman R265; 
Thompson G273.4.l). 

It is at this point that one can begin 
to determine Burns's individual input 
into this poem, which in essence involves 
the poetic retelling of a legend. While 
Burns's primary debt is to the second 
legend in the letter to Grose quoted 
above, he incorporated both general 
and specific details from the first; a 



stormy night on which the devil is out; 
the man-possibly drunk-returning 
home late by Alloway Kirk, a known 
haunt of the devil and his followers; 
the lighted ruins of the church; and 
the chance view of such ritual materials 
as unchristened children and portions 
of executed malefactors. But the 
second account provides the narrative 
structure and outline which controls 
the tale of Tam, as a contemporary 
critic and friend of Burns suggested in 
objecting to the conclusion, which he 
recognised - and Burns agreed - was 
dictated by the content of the 'popular 
tale'.22 From the market day in Ayr 
to the closing moral-that the tailless 
horse will provide a warning-Burns 
mines his prose version: a Carrick 
farmer's way home takes him by Allo
way and across the Doon. Having 
stayed late, returning home around 
midnight, he sees the church filled with 
light and observes the witches dancing 
in their smocks. One witch, more 
attractive than the rest, is attired in a 
very short slip which makes her dancing 
all the more appealing. He cries out to 
encourage her and quickly retreats 
across the bridge, leaving only his 
horse's tail behind. Fortunately, devils 
and witches cannot cross running 
water.23 

A cursory examination might suggest 
that the material from the two legends 
provided the essential elements of the 
poem. Closer study disproves this. 
Comparing the finished poem with the 
legends in the letter does enable identi
fication, tentatively, ofBurns's own con
tributions and offers one of those rare 
examples of an author's creativity. 
These contributions themselves can be 
subdivided, again tentatively-but I 
think instructively-into those elements 
which he took from the fund of tradi
tional material he knt>w as a member of 
a traditional matrix and those which he 
created from his own imagination. 

The general frame and introduction 

are definitely Burns's. The general 
setting (after a long market day, when 
it is tempting to stop for a drink even 
though it is late and a long way home to 
a wife who may be angry) narrows to a 
specific setting, Ayr, which Burns 
praises (he wanted to preserve names, 
locales of his area), and to an individual, 
Tam. What follows is the first moral 
comment, the foreshadowing of events 
to come, which confirms the fact that 
Tam should have taken his wife's advice 
not to drink late-or minded her 
prophecies. Burns adds the specific 
market night, the tavern scene (friends 
drinking, telling stories, talking, obli
vious to storm) as well as psychological 
effect of this on Tam: he's happy but 
must go. His good mount Meg, his 
apprehension of supernatural beings, 
and his attempts to remain calm, 
singing, while riding fast and holding 
on to his blue bonnet even when he 
approaches spots where evil has occur
red (no doubt lines 89-97 allude to 
local legendary material or to memor
ates he had heard) are details added to 
the prose redaction. Maggie sensed 
strangeness, a detail Burns probably 
included from his traditional knowledge 
(Baughman B521); and the Scottish 
dances, rather than imported ones, 
reflect Burns's nationalism. He adds 
the open coffins and deft candle-holding 
corpses, many details of ritual appara
tus, and the comment on Tam's view 
of the dancers. The allusion to Nannie's 
subsequent deeds may have been promp
ted by his own traditional knowledge 
as no doubt was the suggestion that the 
devil too was entranced; witch and 
devil rituals were often sexual in nature. 
Further Burns builds suspense before 
the chase, interpolates comments that 
Tam will be punished, has Nannie get 
the tail, and alters the final moral-not 
to drink too much or think about short 
smocks. Burns has done more than 
stick to his prose outline. And the 
identification of discrete or atomistic 
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elements is, in this instance, most 
rewarding. 

But atomistic identification may, 
unfortunately, in the meticulous need 
for corroboration, obscure overriding 
and more basic, generic parallels of a 
holistic approach. Essentially discrete 
and atomistic elements find meaning 
only in their holistic combination as in 
a tale or context. In terms of analysing 
how Burns has used folklore in 'Tam o' 
Shanter', a holistic identification and 
frame of reference may be more basic 
than the atomistic identification-especi
ally if interpretation is the goal. 

The second legend in the letter to 
Grose, to which 'Tam o' Shanter' owes 
many debts, has certain affinities with 
a legend, elsewhere recorded and classi
fied by Reidar Christiansen as No. 4015 
'The Midnight Mass of the Dead': 

At a certain place (Al), on a certain occa
sion (A2), some person (A3) for some 
reason or other entered a church at night 
(A4). Inside he found a congregation 
totally unknown to him (BI), as was also 
the officiating clergyman (B2), and as he 
was sitting down, someone (B3) warned 
him, telling him to leave and in what 
manner to do so (B4). As he rose to leave, 
those present tried to detain him (Cl), 
even pursued him to the door (C2). He 
made good his escape (C3), but lost his 
coat or shawl (C4) which people found 
next morning on the doorsteps of the 
church all torn to pieces (C5).24 

Burns's prose redaction, localised in 
Ayrshire, may be a version of this 
~umbe1, although Katharine M. Briggs 
m A Dictionary of British Folk-Tales lists 
'Tam o' Shanter' in her tale type index 
as No. 3051, fitting it into Christiansen's 
scheme.25 Additionally, she lists one 
version 'The Witch of Biggerdale,' not 
printed in her volume but found in 
H. L. Gee, Folk Tales of Yorkshire. 
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At Biggersdale in Mulgrave Woods, not 
far from Whitby, lived a wicked witch 
called Jeanie. She terrorised the country-

side by her &pells and incantations. Her 
home was in Hob's Cave, and she became 
so troublesome to the farmers in the 
neighbourhood that one of them, a young 
man who thought himself no end of a bold 
fellow, determined to put an end to her. 

Mounting his horse, he ventured to ride 
through the woods till he arrived at her 
den. He dared to call her name, but before 
he could dismount the witch rushed upon 
him with such fury that for all his brave 
promises to his friends, he turned his 
horse about and galloped off as quickly 
as he could. 

The enraged witch followed like the 
wind, and the farmer's only hope was that 
he might cross running water before she 
caught up with him. Downhill he rode, 
faster than he had ever ridden before, the 
witch-a creature as ugly as sin-shouting 
to him to stop and threatening him with 
horrible punishment if she caught up with 
him. She seemed likely to do so, for she 
was gaining on the terrified rider. Under 
trees and over briars he raced, lashing his 
panting horse as he went, and every now 
and then glancing fearfully over his 
shoulder, only to see Jeanie rushing after 
him, her wand raised above her head. 

But luck was with the young farmer. 
Spurring his horse in one last frantic effort 
he leaped from the bank into the stream. 
Even so, Jeanie was so close behind him 
that as the horse splashed into the water 
she struck its flanks with her wand, cutting 
the poor beast in two. For all that, the 
forepart of his steed carried the farmer 
safely to the other side before it fell dead 
under him.26 

Most serious students of Burns's 
work do not ignore the letter to Grose 
and thus the holistic parallels between 
the poem and the legend/legends. In 
fact, Thomas Crawford in his exemplary 
book Burns: A Study of the Poems and 
Songs, specifically points out Burns's 
debt to the first two legends in the 
letter in two paragraphs on p. 220 
which are followed immediately on 
p. 221 with the following statement: 
' "Tam o' Shanter" belongs to the well
known genre of the Wild Ride, of which 
Byron's "Mazeppa" is perhaps the next 



best example in British literature.'27 
And Crawford further suggests, after 
Angellier, that Tam is perhaps closer 
to Cowper's 'John Gilpin'. I find this 
switch from an oral traditional genre, 
the legend, to a written literary type 
a bit disconcerting although all of 
these may in fact be the same genre
the written form deriving from the oral. 
But I am concerned with this abrupt 
dismissal of the letter and its accounts 
of legends in the subsequent analysis 
of the poem; for 'Tam o' Shanter's' 
legend-ness is essential on several levels. 
James Kinsley, editor of the near 
definitive edition of Burns's work, The 
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns, says, 

some. subsidiary matter in his first story, 
including the suggestion of drunkenness, 
was carried over into Tam o' Shanter; and 
the second story is virtually a prose draft 
of the poem. Tam o' Shanter took shape 
in Burns' mind-not only in general struc
ture, but in occasional descriptive detail, 
comment (including the final moralitas), 
and even in phrasing, as he set down the 
tradition for Grose.28 

Thus the text of the legend in the letter 
is assumed to be the basis for the poem. 
And there the matter has rested. 

Much of Burns's poem is the legend 
-corroborated both holistically and 
atomistically: this is the product (or 
text) of folkloric behaviour, of an initial 
situation (context), communicated 
through a medium (here vernacular 
Scots and poetic form). Essentially 
folklore includes all three-situation, 
medium, product; and it is undoubtedly 
useful to look beyond product, to situ
ation especially, to interpret the poem 
and to analyse adequately what Burns 
has done, what he has added to the 
product or text he had before him.29 
Burns does more than use a product; he 
replicates the situation, thus it is essen
tial to define the legend and its com
ponents. 

The: legend has been one of the most 

elusive oral genres to define; primarily 
definitions have insisted on the belief 
factor. Linda Degh and Andrew 
Vazsonyi have refined this, pointing 
out that essential to the legend is a 
belief about which there is a certain 
ambiguity and ambivalence.30 The 
actual content placed around the belief, 
brings into play alternate reactions
belief, indifference, skepticism, dis
belief, opposition-all of which together 
are the sum of the legend. A belief is 
present, but acceptance of that belief is 
not essential, only a response to the 
belief is. Thus the legend contains a 
core responded to cumulatively. In the 
past, however, few records or transcrip
tions of legends have revealed this 
responsive quality-rather they have 
chosen to create a straightforward 
narrative, which distorts reality: for in 
an actual legend narration, there is no 
text per se, but a composite reaction 
toward the content and the belief it 
reflects. Composite texts no doubt 
reflect the usual fieldwork approach 
which has not, until recently, stressed 
context but has been, typically an 
artificial collector/informant question 
and answer session. Undoubtedly 
another reason for creating a composite 
unified whole is the written media 
which demands unity and coherence 
at the expense of reality. And the 
demands of the written form and the 
taste of the audience have long influ
enced the form which oral literature 
(and written literature for that matter) 
takes when it is transferred from one 
medium to another. 

In terms of content, 'Tam o' Shanter' 
contains the pivotal belief factor. In 
fact, Burns so subtly introduces beliefs 
that the reader or hearer is led in 
crescendo fashion to the final belief and 
is forced to respond to the final action 
from his or her own matrix, external to 
the poem. 

The poem also adheres to other pre
conceived notions of what a legend is. 
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Initially Burns establishes a setting for the 
poem, localised to create verisimilitude, 
a stock in trade of the legend initiator: 
Carrick, Ayr, the nearby village of 
Alloway and its ruined kirk, the adjacent 
river Doon and its old bridge, and the 
local pub hostess Kirkton Jean. It is a 
cold market day; work is done; weary 
men are resting and recouping them
selves by drinking while their wives sit 
at home, alone, getting angrier by the 
minute. From the general we move to 
the specific aided by the good story
teller's ability to enable us to see both 
setting and situation, by vivid images: 

This truth fand honest Tam o' Shanter, 
As he frae Ayr ae night did canter, 
(Auld Ayr, wham ne'er a town surpasses, 
For honest men and bonny lasses.) 
(Lines 13-16) 

Tam has often stopped for such a drink, 
and his wife as often has predicted 
dire results-that he'd drown in Doon 
or be caught by warlocks who regularly 
gather at Alloway Kirk: 

She prophesied that late or soon, 
Thou would be found deep drown'd in 

Doon; 
Or catch'd wi' warlocks in the mirk, 
By Alloway's auld haunted kirk. (29-32) 

Here Burns introduces the element of 
belief and on the face of it, such a 
possibility as witches and warlocks at 
Alloway Kirk is accepted as given. 
(However, when the poem moves full 
circle to witches and warlocks at 
Alloway in the concluding scene, this 
belief is-for some-not so readily 
accepted.) But, ignoring his wife's 
prophesies, Tam once again has a 
rollicking old time after market day
singing, hearing and telling stories, 
talking, flirting, and all the while drink
ing as time passes quickly. And it is 
midnight-'night's black arch the key
stane'. It is stormy-the kind of night 
the devil would like, another belief 
accepted in passing. Tam finally leaves 
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in this awful weather, singing to ward 
off fears, keeping a look-out for hob
goblins, whose existence one again 
accepts. On his ride he passes first a 
spot where a man was drowned in snow, 
the place where a drunkard broke his 
neck, where a murdered child was found, 
and a well where a woman hanged 
herself (more accepted beliefs). As if 
this is not enough-these spots so 
identified with human malevolence
Tam approaches Alloway Kirk where a 
full-fledged Witches Sabbath is in 
progress, described in detail: 

And, vow! Tam saw an unco sight! 
Warlocks and witches in a dance; 
Nae cotillion brent new frae France, 
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys, and reels, 
Put life and mettle in their heels. 
A winnock-bunker in the east, 
There sat auld Nick, in shape o' beast; 
A towzie tyke, black, grim, and large, 
To gie them music was his charge: 
He screw'd the pipes and gart them skirl, 
Till roof and rafters a' did dirl.-(114-124) 

Though usually ugly and old, one witch 
is young and extraordinarily appealing 
-both to Tam and the Devil. Forget
ting himself, Tam yells out a compli
ment, breaking the spell, or his non
participation, and the witches and 
warlocks roar after him, managing to 
get revenge on him for seeing them only 
by catching the horse's tail as it was 
crossing water into safety. 

The action in the poem is initiated 
by two violations: initially by Tam's 
ignoring his wife's request that he should 
come home rather than go socialising; 
and secondly by his violation of the 
accepted principle-for believers-that 
one should not interrupt supernatmals; 
one should avoid at all costs letting it be 
known you are witnessing them. The 
one violation-understood by all
prepares for the second about which 
there can be alternate views; to the 
believer, Tam actually saw; to the 
sceptic, he was so drunk, he thought he 



saw or dreamt he did; to the non
believer, he saw nothing: this tale 
couldn't be true. And did his horse 
really lose her tail or is there a more 
rational explanation such as the local 
tradition that the real Tam, Douglas 
Graham, 'explained the loss of his 
market money and bonnet-and the 
depilation of his mare's tail by some 
wags in Ayr .. .'31 Although belief has 
been introduced subtly before the 
arrival at Alloway Kirk (for example, 
that witches do congregate, that hob
goblins exist), the finale offers the first 
real confrontation for the reader or 
hearer must make a decision, must 
believe or not; and this decision or 
choice of participation will effect the 
final reaction of the reader/hearer to 
the poem. In the real legend such 
reactions would become part of the 
complex; here the complex is frozen in 
print, but the reactions none-the-less 
come to the reader. 

The outline and essential elements 
of 'Tam o' Shanter' are found in 
Burns's letter to Francis Grose; and the 
prose versions there are compelling. 
But the poetic retelling goes beyond the 
prose source and in writing approxi
mates some of the devices of the oral 
context. Largely Burns does this 
through his additions to the legends in 
the Grose letter. No doubt, he intui
tively realised the bareness of the text 
without the hints at reaction, the com
ments, the cumulative response he 
knew from firsthand experience and he 
sought to replicate a typical context. 
The very frame he adds presents a 
situation in which such legends-texts 
and response-might surely be told. 
His tale of Tam follows the introductory 
action, though it might have been a part 
of the communication of narratives he 
suggests took place in the introductory 
setting. 

The night drave on wi' sangs and clatter; 
And ay the ale was growing better: 
The landlady and Tam grew gracious, 

Wi' favours, secret, sweet, and precious: 
The Souter tauld his queerest stories; 
The landlord's laugh was ready chorus: 
The storm without might rair and rustle, 
Tam did na mind the storm a whistle. 
(45-52) 

And the narratives actually told then 
(perhaps those referred to in lines 89-96) 
may actually have prepared or predis
posed Tam for the subsequent events. 
The inclusion of moral comment (see 
lines 17-18, 33-36, 105-110, 201-204) 
and narrative interrupters (lines 53-66, 
151-162, 179-180) parallels the conver
sational aspects of the dialectics of the 
legend. Additionally, Burns's use of 
imagery, his building of suspense by 
interrupting the flow of the narrative 
as well as the moral asides and com
ments given above become written 
substitutes for gesture, the dramatic 
pause, the comment of a hearer found 
in oral legend exchanges. David 
Daiches suggests, for example, that 
Burns's interruption at line 105, 'Inspir
ing bold John Barleycorn!' 'effectively 
keeps the reader in suspense and gives 
him an excuse to dismiss, if he so wishes, 
all that Tam saw as the product of the 
man's drunken imagination.'32 The 
reader or hearer has these guides to the 
legend, these breaks-if you will-to 
consider, to think about the events. 
The stance of the narrator is one of 
belief, though slight hints at alternative 
reactions are planted-maybe he's drunk 
and hallucinating-an 'out' provided for 
the sceptic. No matter how one reads 
the poem, the conclusion-the loss of 
Maggy's tail-demands a response: 

Now, wha this tale o' truth shall read, 
Ilk man and mother's son, take heed: 
Whene'er to drink you are inclin'd, 
Or cutty-sarks run in your mind, 
Think, ye may buy th< joys o'er dear, 
Remember Tam o' Shanter's mare. 
(219-224) 

All in all, Burns reproduces more than 
product; he replicates a situation and 
brings each reader/hearer into the 
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situation by the way he builds the story 
so that the conclusion always demands 
response. 

Not only has Burns taken the legend 
content, or text, but he has also repli
cated the situation or context, including 
the dialectics of a genuine legend-telling 
event. In actuality, it is the dialectic 
quality-with participatory reaction
which defines the genre.33 Its context 
and interactional qualities thus are 
primary, together with the belief or 
beliefs to which participants react. A 
legend is a form of oral narrative 
towards which, to begin with, a narrato1 
takes a stance, essentially one of belief. 
It has generally been assumed, ex post 
facto of course, that Burns could not 
have believed this tale; that his is a 
satiric view of such a gullible belief. 
For a variety of reason>, I think this 
is patently wrong: (1) eighteenth century 
Scotland was not devoid of belief in 
witches, in such gatherings as Tam wit
nessed, and in its attendant experiences: 
our rationalism denies those of the 
eighteenth century their own world view 
and rationalism, however different from 
our own; (2) even if belief in witches 
was not complete, even if an individual 
wavered, in the context of a legend 
telling, due to circumstances of time, 
place, and state of mind, belief might 
be momentarily strengthened; (3) Burns, 
in his letter to Grose makes no bones 
about his own notion of the verity of 
the legends-in the transitional or 
metanarrationaJ34 passages: 'Another 
story, which I can prove to be equally 
true, is not so well identified as the two 
former, with regard to scene' ,35 Burns, 
and his immediate audience, which 
might be characterised as a group-a 
primary group, having face-to-face rela
tions-could and did believe in witches. 
And Burns, like a legend teller, takes a 
stance and his stance and the evidence; 
later given in the poem continue to 
assert this belief. Why else would Me'g, 
Tam's horse, preternaturally feel the 
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otherness of the situation at Alloway 
Kirk? 

While Burns's letter is a composite 
his poetic retelling of the legend corn~ 
closer to duplication of the genuine 
legend context-for there is comment 
from outside the essential core of the 
narrative, interrupting and commenting 
as the poem proceeds. What really hap
pens is Burns as narrator/author recre
ating the give and take, the interaction 
of comment here, rather than genuine 
addition to the on-going legend core. 
Such a dialectic-including a suggestion 
of alternate views-draws all partici
pants into the event, the core of which 
is a belief or beliefs; and the partici
pants react to the legend on the basis 
of their stance towards the belief
acceptance, denial, ambivalence. But 
the communicative level is an inter
actional or participatory one. And 
Burns, in poetic form, duplicates this 
oral narrative process, or rhetoiical 
device, by setting up a belief and by 
subtly introducing pros and cons so as 
to draw each reader into the dialectic. 
And the position each takes, the choice 
each makes, reflects the individual's 
view of reality. Thus this legend's 
potential conduit is no doubt consider
ably larger than usuaJ.36 

There is ample evidence of the opera
tion of the dialectics in the critical 
appraisals of the poem; especially 
interesting in this connection are the 
comments of Thomas Carlyle who is 
both a sceptic and a non-believer: 

It ['Tam o' Shanter'] is not so much a 
poem, as a piece of sparkling rhetoric; the 
heart and body of the story still lies hard 
and dead. He has not gone back, much less 
carried us back, into that dark, earnest, 
wondering age, when the tradition was 
believed, and when it took its rise; he does 
not attempt, by any new-modelling of his 
supernatural ware, to strike anew that deep 
mysterious chord of human nature, which 
once responded to such things; and which 
lies in us too, and will for ever live, 
though silent, or vibrating with far other 



notes, and to far different issues . . . The 
piece does not properly cohere; the 
strange chasm which yawns in our incredu
lous imaginations between the Ayr public
house and the gate of Tophet, is nowhere 
bridged over, nay, the idea of such a bridge 
is laughed at; and thus the tragedy of 
Adventure becomes a mere drunken 
phantarmagoria, painted on ale-vapours, 
and the Farce alone has any reality.37 

Even though one may not agree with 
Carlyle's reaction one can accept it as 
part of the continuing participatory 
response. The bridge, of course, did and 
does exist, just down the road from the 
ruins of Alloway Kirk, but that 
rejoinder belongs to a primary or 
nearly primary group respondent, and 
reflects an experience in the Ayrshire 
locale not shared by the majo1ity of 
'Tam o' Shantn' readers or hearers. 
Yet the poem is heard, most emphati
cally, yearly at Burns Suppers, through
out the world. The dialectic of Burns's 
redaction of the legend continues. 

Just as no legend session duplicates 
another because of the variables of 
people, time, place, circumstances, back
ground, so too is each response by a 
reader different from that of other 
readers as each is brought into the on
going process of the legend and its 
attendant belief system. It is to be 
expected that readers today and yester
day who did not share a primary group 
relationship with Burns react to the 
belief and the legend around it differ
ently from his original audience which 
was already familiar with witches, with 
local topography, and perhaps with the 
core of the legend. For the local/ 
primary group, the response, being more 
analogous to the oral situation of sharecl 
knowledge, has iesulted in the identifi
cation of the poetic characters with 
known local personages.38 The second
ary group response is quite different and 
Carlyle's reaction is perhaps an ideal 
one. To communicate with a secondary 
group, different forces come into opera-

tion. But the participatory interaction 
-the process into which the reader is 
drawn-and the necessity for ultimate 
decision or choice virtually duplicate the 
process of the poem as experienced by 
Bums's eatliest readers/hearers and 
the process found then and now per
taining to the legend telling/transmis
sion. For bt.lief, on this level, there is 
often the willing suspension of dis
belief; the referents are different in 
primary and secondary groups. Kinsley 
accurately reflects this when he remarks: 

The suspension of disbelief by a mind thus 
conditioned in childhood is different in 
kind, as well as in degree, from any sus
pension of disbelief that is possible to the 
'philosophic mind' which has never lain 
open to magic. It was, perhaps, the strong 
contrast between Tam's adventure, in
tensely felt and realized in Bums' condi
tioned imagination, and the jocose scepti
cism of the narrator's comments, that 
most disturbed Carlyle. But for Bums 
himself this opposition was quite in 
character-and was not untypical of his 
time, or his society.39 

Indeed people whose referents are differ
ent, especially in time and place, will 
probably respond differently. 

In a very real sense Burns was a local 
poet, one who shared the local milieu, 
out of which he wrote and from which 
his own aesthetic was formed. His con
tinued association with written litera
ture, deepened by his Edinburgh experi
ence, contributed to his recognition of 
his poetic ability to communicate 
beyond local bounds. Whether con
sciously or unconsciously he was able 
to use this knowledge subtly to com
municate to two audiences, and those 
works which have both local/primary 
and secondary audiences are the ones 
which show his consummate artistry. 
In 'Tam o' Shanter' Burns's use of 
local content ensconced in poetic form, 
utilising contextual apparatus and 
legend rhetorical devices, pulls both 
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audiences into the work. 
Today, reader response is largely one 

of comic reaction and this is a secondary 
response from without a milieu of initial 
belief. Bums had seen enough of both 
worlds to simultaneously play both 
responses but with stress on his second
ary reading public, for 'Tam o' Shanter' 
was written to order, to be read by an 
audience beyond local Ayrshire where 
the legend had no doubt considerable 
credence in Burns's time if not in ours. 

Burns's artistry may not have been 
conscious but it was well tuned. With 
extraordinary perspicacity he was able 
to take a legend and make it live and 
awake response far beyond its original 
milieu-through both its inherent poetic 
form and its careful descriptive images. 
Among the secondary reading public, 
however, the response probably more 
nearly corresponds to that of the anti
legend where the belief is being denied 
on rational grounds. Nevertheless, 
there is response to the unreal situation. 
It is the humour, heightened by the 
dramatic power of Burns's poetry that 
makes this a favorite piece for the mono
loguist to recite. It invariably draws 
response-response from many-be
cause it is familiar ye1 varied, and the 
core of the tale delights. 

And in a sense we slight Burns's 
traditional awareness if we ignore the 
legend process, situation-dialectics and 
context-in the poem, for it made and 
makes a legend work, then and now. 
The vividly drawn presentation in 
poetic form has preserved-as he no 
doubt hoped to do and as he did with 
song-a legend that should otherwise 
perhaps have died. Thus Burns as poet 
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and as tradition bearer responds to the 
communicative device we call rhetoric 
and allows in written form alternate 
views and responses. Therein, I suggest, 
lies the poem's continuous appeal. 

The study of Burns's artistic use of 
folklore reveals, on the one hand, the 
extent of his creativity; on the other, it 
exemplifies his very sensitive awareness 
of the actuality of a legend as more than 
a narrative. His ability to infuse 'Tam o' 
Shanter' internally with dialectic ele
ments and ·to evoke externally appro
priate responses from the poem's audi
ences indicates not only his own power 
as poet but his links with his own 
traditional environment. 

Above all 'Tam o' Shanter' is an 
occasional piece written to accompany 
a picture and to preserve oral tradition 
about Alloway Kirk. It goes beyond 
most retellings of legend texts by 
replicating the situation and including 
the dialectic give-and-take. In doing so 
Burns provided a wealth of data around 
the text, indicative of its general milieu; 
until recently few legend events were 
recorded so fully. Thus the poem offers 
literally proof for Degh and Vazsonyi's 
theory as well as providing an eighteenth 
century example. But 'Tam o' Shanter' 
is far more than a contextual field 
report, which might well be emulated 
by fieldworkers; it is a poetic recre
ation of what a legend situation might 
involve, couched in terms which make 
it communicate to primary and second
ary audiences. Seldom has a legend 
been so elaborately sustained-and the 
written, poetic form assures that while 
books are still read, 'Tam o' Shanter' 
will retain the power to evoke response. 
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1 I follow here the tradition in Burns' scholar
ship of separating Burns' poetry or poems 
from his songs, most of which were written 
after 1786; in recent years his songs have been 
praised-after early neglect-as perhaps his 
greatest artistic contribution. 

2 Francis Grose, Antiquities of Scotland 
(London: Hooper & Wigstead, 1797), 2:199-
201. 

3 Ibid., 1 :xxi. Grose also provided a general 
description of the church: 

This church stands by the river, a small 
distance from the bridge of Doon, on the 
road leading from Maybole to Ayr. About 
a century ago it was united to the parish of 
Ayr; since which time it has fallen to ruins. 
It is one of the eldest parishes in Scotland, 
and still retains these privileges: the minis
ter of Ayr is obliged to marry and baptise 
in it, and also here to hold his parochial 
catechisings. The magistrates attempted, 
some time ago, to take away the bell; but 
were repulsed by the Alloites vi & armes. 

He followed this by a specific introduction to 
the tale: 

This church is also famous for being the 
place wherein the witches and warlocks 
used to hold their infernal meetings, or 
sabbaths, and prepare their magical 
unctions: here too they used to amuse 
themselves with dancing to the pipes of 
the muckle-horned Deil. Diverse stories of 
these horrid rites are still current: one of 
which my worthy friend Mr. Burns has 
here favored me with in verse. 

4 J. De Lancey Ferguson, The Letters of Rob
ert Burns (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1931), 
2:22-24. This letter is #401. 
s ' "The Joy of my heart": Robert Burns as 

Folklorist,' forthcoming in Scottish Studies. 
6 Alan Dundas, 'The Study of Folklore in 

Literature and Culture,' Journal of American 
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animal form, leading the assembled witches 
and warlocks-usually twelve to a coven. 
Davidson's comment (p. 1) that 

the witch was everywhere and was a recog
nized and accepted member of the com
munity, to be met and spoken with every 
day. The acceptance of the Devil is well 
attested by the numerous names by which 
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22 James Kinsley, The Poems and Songs of 
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23 Burns' footnotes this belief at line 206: 

It is a well known fact that witches, or any 
evil spirits, have no power to follow a poor 
wight any farther than the middle of the 
next running stream.-lt may be proper 
likewise to mention to the benighted 
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traveller, that when he falls in with bogles, 
whatever danger may be in his going 
forward, the.re is much more hazard in 
turning back. 

24 Reidar Th. Christiansen, The Migratory 
Legends (Helsinki: FFC No. 175, 1958), p. 61. 
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27 Thomas Crawford, Burns: A Study of the 
Poems and Songs (Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 
1960), p. 121. 
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line numbers refer to this edition. 
29 The text or product level of folklore has 
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WELL RESTORED BY TRANENT CLUB 

QN Wednesday, 27th April, the Tranent 25 Burns Club gathered at Grants 

Braes, Haddington, where a rededication service was held in connection with 
the restoration of the old well. 

This well, which the mother of Robert Burns drew water from for household 
purposes, was badly damaged by vandals last year when the inscribed tablets were 

pushed from their mountings and broken. 

The well was first restored in 1932 by Mr. William Baxter, a contractor from 
Tranent, and was repaired on this occasion by his son, Mr. George Baxter, who is 

also a member of Tranent 25 Burns Club. 
The current President of the Club, Mr. Jack Cornwall, welcomed those who 

attended the rededication ceremony last week. They included: Mr. R. A. B. 
McLaren, President of the Burns Federation of Kilmarnock, Mr. Robert Campbell, 

President of the Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs' Association, and representa
tives of Gorebridge Burns Club, The Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans, Thorntree 

Mystic Burns Club and Allanton Burns Club. 
The service of rededication was conducted by the Rev. Alex. Millet, of Tranent, 

and afterwards, the gathering retired to the Tranmare Hotel, Tranent, for a get

together and social evening. 
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George Anderson 
Editorial Note.-George Anderson does such an excellent job as Publicity Officer 

for the Burns movement that he never has time to publicise himself. 'A guid wine 
needs nae bush' is a truism, to which Burnsians would reply 'Better a wee bush ... ' 
and so it is with no apology that we print this unsolicited testimonial sent in by 
A. McArthur, Past President of the Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. 
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THROUGHOUT our lives we meet many thousands of people, most of whom are 
only remembered in a very casual manner, and make little or no impression 

upon us, or like those 'ships which pass in the night' are soon merely a dim 
memory or are completely forgotten. 

There are others whom we meet who become our acquaintances and who play 
some part in our social and intellectual lives, and these are perhaps the main 
support of our existence, and lastly there are the very few who by the force of their 
personality, by the aura of sincerity which they exude, by their unselfish loyalty, 
these few stamp themselves indelibly upon our lives, and become our friends. 
From a very early age I have been an ardent reader of the works of Robert Burns, 
yet I had no connection with the Burns movement until in the early 1960's I was 
introduced to the Glasgow Masonic Burns Club, and it was here that I first met 
George Anderson. 

I was impressed at this time by his enthusiasm for the Club, by the manner in 
which he tackled even the most menial tasks, and perhaps most of all by the 
dedication which he showed in learning all that he could about our National Bard. 
The display of such fervour as this could not be seen and go unrewarded, and 

"these members of the G.M.B.C. were not slow in showing their approval of the 
actions of George Anderson. 

George had joined the Club in October, 1960 at the age of 23 years, and in 
April, 1961 was elected as one of our club stewards, and in April, 1964 was adopted 
into the Executive Committee. His love of the work of the Club and his many and 
varied talents led to him being elected to the position of Junior Vice-President in 
1965-1966, followed in 1966-1967 with being elected Senior Vice-President, all of 
which led him to the highest honour which his fellow members could bestow on 
him, the Presidency of his Mother Club which occurred in 1967-1968. 

George is the youngest President ever to be elected in the Glasgow Masonic 
Burns Club. 

In 1969 our Club celebrated its 50th anniversary and George was given the 
honour of being Master of Ceremonies on this auspicious occasion, a task which 
he has performed at all of our annual dinners since that date. 

Meanwhile, in 1968 we find him acting as our representative to the Glasgow and 
District Burns Association, and just as the members of the G.M.B.C. were 
impressed by his work so also were the members of the G. and D.B.A., as is seen 
by their having in a very short time elevated him to the high position of S.V.P. of 
their Association, and elected him as one of their two representatives to the 
Executive Committee of the Burns Federation. 

The amount of work involved in these various duties would have been more than 
enough for most men, yet we find George alongside all these duties finding time 
to become President of the Torrance Masonic and Social Club in 1974, and also 
to become a founder member of the Milton Community Centre Burns Club in that 
same year when the new Burns Club made him their first Honorary President. 
1974 will be a memorable year in George's life because not only did he receive the 
honours already stated in that year, the Burns Federation Executive Meeting in the 
Dean Castle in Kilmarnock appointed him as the first Publicity Officer of the 
Burns Federation, a job which he has tackled with his usual verve and with 
excellent results. 

The front cover of our new look Burns Chronicle is to a great extent the result of 
his work as the basic design is one of his ideas. 

In 1976, at the second Bums Supper held in Moscow, George had the honour of 
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proposing the toast to 'Our Guests' as the representative of the Burns Federation, 
and even the Russians responded to his personality by inviting him to speak on 
their radio and television. 

In the history of the G.M.B.C. George is only the second member to be an 
office-bearer in the Glasgow and District Burns Association, and if elected will be 
the second member of our Club to become its President. 

I am proud to belong to the same mother Club as George Anderson, and to be 
counted among his friends. 

His career in the Burns movement has brought honour to his Club, and to him
self. 

I remember his first Burns Conference at Arbroath when we were all so proud 
of our first lady President, Jane Burgoyne, and the happiness she gave him by 
autographing his 'Hans Hecht' on the day of her installation, I remember the pride 
with which he showed me the copy of 'Cockers' poems gifted to him by Neil 
Campbell, and I remember too the joy that was his on his return from Moscow at 
having been gifted a copy of the Russian translation of Burns Works by Samuel 
Marshak by that great man's son Immanuel. I recall the fun we shared at many, 
many functions and I can say without fear of contradiction that by his dedication 
George Anderson has brought honour to himself and the G.M.B.C. and has, is 
and will in the future be a credit to the Burns movement, as one of these great 
band of Scots who cherish and defend the works of our National Bard. 

ONGAUNS IN DUMFRIES 
DURING the winter of 1976-77 the Burns House in Burns Street, Dumfries, 

was closed for redecoration. The opportunity was also taken to make a 
number of sweeping changes and restore the interior to the appearance it had at 
the time of the Poet's residence there. There is a feeling that many of the miscel
laneous items on display were not entirely relevant and tended to detract from the 
proper ambience of the House. These pieces have been transferred to the Burgh 
Museum. The new-look Burns House was opened at the beginning of June in 
time for the seasonal avalanche of tourists. 

Meanwhile it is not forgotten that Burns lived in a two-storey apartment in 
Bank Street for eighteen months. This property was purchased in 1969 by local 
historian James Urquhart who has since campaigned to have it restored as a 
monument to the Bard. Now the Dumfries and District Civic Society have 
launched a campaign to form a 'Group of Friends' to help in the conservation of 
the flat. It is hoped that money donated to the Civic Society will be used for the 
preservation of the Burns family tenement. Previous attempts by Mr. Urquhart 
to interest local and national bodies in his project have not met with success. At a 
meeting of the Civic Society in March 1977, however, a sub-committee was appoin
ted to start the ball rolling and in a year's time to look into the possibility of 
forming an elected body for this purpose. 
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Photo British Caledonian 
The Lord Lieutenant of Ayr and Arran, Col. Bryce Muir Knox, names the British Caledonian 
airliner "Robert Burns". 

"I'm Robert Burns-Fly Me" 
(with apologies to a famous American airline for parodying their slogan) 

JN January, 1977 I travelled by British Airways to Singapore on business. Some-
where over the Mediterranean the stewardesses began serving dinner and I was 

intrigued to note that the menus were decorated on the cover with four colour 
photographs, showing the Auld Brig o' Doon, a holograph letter of Robert Burns to 
John Wilson, the poet's birthplace in Alloway and his portrait in the stained glass 
window of the Burns Museum. The captions on the back cover were marred by 
referring to the aforementioned bridge as 'Brigadoon'-which I seem to remember 
was the mythical village in a Hollywood musical of that name, starring Gene Kelly 
and Yan Johnson. 

This unfortunate lapse, however, should not detract from the inside front cover 
of the menu which contained a succinct account of the poet's life and work, with a 
black and white reproduction of the Nasmyth portrait in the National Portrait 
Gallery. Passengers in the First Class section, who get a larger and more varied 
diet as befits their exalted status, also had a double-sized version of the menu and 
the larger area permitted the inclusion of two additional photographs on the 
inside front cover: the plaque over the doorway of the cottage in Alloway and an 
interleaved copy of the First Kilmarnock Edition, open at 'Auld Lang Syne', 
touchingly embellised by a sprig of white heather. 
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Channel 6 on the inflight stereo system included among its Familiar Favourites 
'Ye Banks and Braes' sung by Elizabeth Harwood with the Pro Arte Orchestra 
conducted by Charles Mackerras. I have encountered the spirit of Burns in many 
unusual places, but never before eight miles above the ground and faster than the 
speed of sound! 

On my return from overseas I contacted the Catering Manager of British Airways. 
I had thought that Burns menus were in use at that time because it was January, 
but Mr. Tony Eckles explained that it was one of a series of six different designs, 
used at random on British Airways flights . On all Trans-Atlantic flights, to and 
from Prestwick, however, the Burns design is used exclusively. The other menus 
feature Thomas Hardy, Jane Austen, William Wordsworth, Charles Dickens and 
William Shakespeare. 

On 13th March, 1977 British Caledonian Airways took delivery of its first 
DC-10-30 wide-bodied airliner from the manufacturers, McDonnell Douglas (a 
good Scots name) in Long Beach, California. The aircraft, piloted by Captain 
Bowles, flew non-stop to Prestwick in 9 hours 6 minutes. Envelopes flown on the 
delivery flight were franked by American 13 cent stamps, appropriately publicising 
Commercial Aviation, and McDonnell Douglas had produced an attractive cachet 
which was struck across the flap. 

At Prestwick Airport the aircraft was formally named 'Robert Burns-The 
Scottish Bard' by Colonel Bryce Knox, Lord Lieutenant of Ayr and Arran and 
Chairman of the Burns Monument Trust. The naming ceremony was completed 
by pouring a libation of the finest malt whisky from a quaich over the new airliner. 
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Afterwards Mr. Adam Thomson, Chairman of British Caledonian, said that the 
£21 million aircraft would be put into service the following Sunday on scheduled 
flights to West Africa from Gatwick. A second DC-10-30 on order was subse
quently named after Sir Alexander Fleming, discoverer of penicillin. 

A number of souvenir envelopes was also produced for the Naming Ceremony 
and these were flown on the last lap of the route from Prestwick to Gatwick. 
There are three versions of these mementoes. One was franked by last year's l lp 
stamp showing a piper at a Highland Gathering. A second bore a 6-!p regional 
stamp and one of the Burns fourpenny stamps of 1966. Though invalid for postage, 
the latter seemed highly appropriate to the occasion. It could not be cancelled by 
the Ayr postmark, but British Caledonian obliged by applying a pictorial rubber 
stamp showing a DC-10. The third version consisted of the Burns air letter of 1975, 
with a commemorative overprint on the address side. Such is the march of inflation 
that it required an additional 3p stamp to bring it up to the current First Class postal 
rate. These souvenirs were prepared by Aviation Philatelic Promotions of Cran
brook, Kent, a firm which specialises in the organisation and handling of first 
flight and other special covers and cards in connection with new air routes. 

Subsequently Aviation Philatelic Promotions organised a supply of first flight 
envelopes on the inaugural run of the 'Robert Burns' to Nigeria. Separate covers 
exist for the flights from Gatwick to Kano (20th March), Kano to Gatwick (21st 
March) and from Lagos to Gatwick (21st March). Relatively few of these souvenirs 
were produced and many of them are automatically presented to airline officials 
and other dignitaries. Anyone wishing to purchase these mementoes, however, 
should write to Aviation Philatelic Promotions, P.O. Box 1, Cranbrook, Kent. 

JAMES A. MACKAY 

John Laurie honoured 
by Dumfries Burns Club 

QUEST of honour at the St. Andrew's Day celebration of the Dumfries Burns 
Club was veteran actor, John Laurie. The Club President, William McJannet, 

handed over a scroll conferring honorary life membership and said that John 
Laurie had brought great credit to his native town. 

John Laurie was born eighty years ago in Primrose Street and was educated at 
Dumfries Academy, where he made his stage debut as the captain in Pinafore. 
Later he took part in the local Guild of Players, with his sister Grace, who was also 
present on this occasion. Mr. McJannet recalled John's long and illustrious career, 
as a Shakespearean actor with the Old Vic, as a character actor in countless British 
films, from the pre-war versions of The Thirty-Nine Steps and On the Edge of the 
World onwards, to his roles in television, notably as Private Fraser in Dad's Army. 

Despite a varied and wide-ranging career, however, he had never forgotten his 
native town and had played an important part in interpreting the works of Burns 
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and other Scottish poets. After receiving the scroll he made a witty reply and 
entertained the company in his own inimitable manner and concluded with a 
recitation of MacGonagall's 'Tribute to Burns' and the Bard's own ode 'To a Louse'. 

Earlier in the evening Irving Miller gave an anthology of vernacular poetry from 
many parts of Scotland and made the plea that we should do everything in our 
power to preserve the auld Scots tongue, as a valuable part of our literary and 
cultural heritage. Mrs. Keachie and John Hastings provided a selection of Scottish 
songs, accompanied on piano by Mrs. Frain-Bell, and there was dancing to the 
accordion played by Billy Bell. 

1-'noto "Dumtnes and Galloway Standard' 

Miss Grace Laurie, John Laurie, William McJannet (President of Dumfries Burns Club) , and 
Albert Finlayson (Vice-President of the Burns Federation) . 
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A Sassenach·s Tribute to 
Fellow Burnslans 

pouR years ago I had the good fortune to move from England to Irvine, 
Ayrshire, Scotland. It will be understood why I say 'good fortune', when I tell 

you that only three years previously, I began my 'love affair' with Robert Burns 
and his works, and was therefore delighted to know that my new home was to be 
in a town where he had once stayed. 

Since then, I have followed my own 'Burns Heritage Trail', and am the wiser 
and richer for it. Wiser, from the knowledge gained, and richer for the many 
friendships made. Here in Irvine is a flourishing Burns Club-one of the oldest 
too, with priceless treasures in its keeping. Now, we have an Irvine Lasses Club, 
which has fulfilled a 'long felt want', and meets ten months in the year to study the 
life and works of Robert Burns with an enthusiams which would put many other 
Clubs to shame! 

Last year I attended my first Burns Conference at Leeds, and although I had 
been primed by 'old hands' what to expect, no words can really express the joy of 
being among hundreds of fellow Burnsians, who had gathered from 'a' the airts' 
to be present. I tried to assess the common denominator that had brought us 
together-and decided it was a special kind of magic, woven by Robert Burns, for 
all time. 

It was such a happy occasion-I envied the warm greetings of reunion that 
passed between the stalwarts who were attending for the umpteenth time. Although 
I was a beginner, the many hands of friendship extended from all sides, soon made 
me feel one of the family. 

To digress momentarily; from my forename it might be apparent that I come 
from a Shakespeare-minded household-in fact I was steeped in Shakespeare from 
a very early age. Many were the visits to see his plays, but never ever was it suggested 
that it was possible to join a local Shakespeare society. If they existed the number 
must have been minimal, and never received publicity. 

How very different from Scotland! Recently I attended a performance given by 
Maurice Roeves, 'There was a Man' given before a gathering of a local Burns Club. 
From a vantage point in the theatre I studied the audience during the performance 
-it is no exaggeration to say they were held in rapt attention. No one coughed or 
fidgeted, all eyes were riveted on Robert Burns, so real was the presentation, one 
totally forgot it was an actor. 

Here again was that magic spell of Robert Burns, which had inspired the actor, 
and, moreover, totally absorbed the onlookers. Again, I rejoiced exceedingly that 
such pleasure was possible, and always to be experienced when Burns lovers were 
assembled in force. In fact, there does not have to be a large number; 'when two 
or three are gathered together,' an equal delight can be found. 

In conclusion, I would like to say a grateful thank you to all the many Scots 
Burnsians who have encouraged me in my never-ending search for information 
and guidance, and have accepted a mere Sassenach into their midst. 

But Robbie said it much better-'wi' gratefu' heart, I thank you brawlie'. 

ROSALIND KEYTE 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Enigma of Burns' 
Patroness 

BURNS' MRS. RIDDELL, by ANGUS MACNAGHTEN. Volturna Press, Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire, pp. 172, £2.50 

It is something of a mystery that we 
have had to wait so long for a compet
ent biography of Maria Riddell, the 
friend and patroness of Burns and the 
one person who did more than anything 
else of his contemporaries to ensure 
that the Memory would become Immor
tal. Far more literature seems to have 
been spawned by Burns's more ephe
meral relationship with Mrs. Maclehose. 
Till now the most complete account-in 
the relative sense only-of Maria's life 
was that published by the late Sir Hugh 
Gladstone in the Transactions of the 
Dumfries and Galloway Natural History 
and Antiquarian Society in 1914-15. 
Slight though this paper was, it has had 
to serve till now as the definitive bio
graphy of this enigmatic figure. 

Sir Hugh had the good fortune to 
have access to certain original papers 
and copies of others, now both dis
appeared without trace and Mr. Mac
Naghten has been obliged to rely on 
this secondary material to some extent. 
Burns's scholarship, of course, has come 
a long way in the past sixty-odd years 
and the balance has been redressed by 
the publication of such works as J. 
Maxwell Wood's Robert Burns and the 
Riddell Family (1922) and Professor J. 
De Lancey Fergusons' The Letters of 
Robert Burns (1931). 
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Mr. McNaghten has had a personal 
interest in researching this biography, 
since Maria Riddell was his 
great-great-great-grandmother. Family 
archives have yielded a number of 
tit-bits, and much diligent burrowing 
in the Public Record Office in London, 
the Scottish Record Office and the 
National Library of Scotland have 
enabled the author to bring this some
what enigmatic figure to life. Neverthe
less there are still many tantalising gaps 
in our knowledge and entire periods of 
her life remain a mystery. It is greatly 
to Mr. McNaghten's credit that he has 
resisted the tendency detected in some 
recent biographical works to present 
imaginative speculation as incontro
vertible fact. Theories are set out as 
theories and where the facts of a matter 
are unknown he candidly says so. 

We know the exact date of her birth-
4th November 1772-but not her birth
place. Conversely we know that she 
died at Chester on 15th December, 1808, 
but ironically no stone marks the grave 
of the one whose declining years were 
so preoccupied with ensuring a fitting 
memorial to the Poet in St. Michael's 
kirkyard. Much of her crowded, brief 
life remains shadowy, paradoxical or 
controversial. 

Burns was thirty-three and Maria 



nineteen when they first met, probably 
at Friar's Carse (another of those bio
graphical problems since no record of 
their meeting has been preserved). 
Already Maria was a wife and mother 
who had lived in the West Indies and 
was surprisingly far-travelled for her 
times. She had a lively, enquiring mind, 
a fine command of the English language, 
evident in her poems and her diary, as 
well as her Voyages to the Madeira and 
Leeward Caribbean Islands, published 
in her twentieth year. She was widely 
read, had a fluency in foreign languages 
and a life-long interest in natural philo
sophy and the sciences. She visited the 
leadmines at Wanlockhead and de
lighted in collecting all manner of 
natural and scientific curiosities for her 
private museum. 

Intellectually she must have been far 
in advance of most women of her time. 
She made quite an impression on Burns 
from the outset. Introducing her to the 
Edinburgh publisher William Smellie, 
Burns wrote of her: 

'Mrs. Riddell is a character that, 
even in your own way, as a Naturalist 
and a Philosopher, would be an acqui
sition to your acquaintance. The Lady, 
too is a Votary of the Muses; and as I 
think myself somewhat of a judge in 
my own trade, I assure you that her 
verses, always correct and often elegant, 
are much beyond the common run of 
the Lady-Poetesses of the day.' 

Over the ensuing months their friend
ship developed and ripened. Though 
platonic in the true sense of that much
abused term, it was conducted with a 
passionate intensity. They saw each 
other frequently, they corresponded 
from time to time; she sent him copies 
of her poems and eagerly welcomed his 
constructive criticism. 

This beautiful friendship was broken, 
almost irretrievably, by the so-called 
Rape of the Sabines incident. Though 
this episode is so crucial to their 
relationship the exact details and the 

venue of this sorry lapse remain 
mysteries. Mr. MacNaghten sets out all 
the theories and possibilities in both 
respects. Burns disgraced himself in 
her presence and afterwards tried to 
make amends by a letter of almost 
grovelling apology. They subsequently 
met on two occasions, at her home 
Woodley Park and probably also in 
Dumfries. On ndther occasion was she 
minded to forgive him, though he con
tinued to write in the most conciliatory 
tones. After the latter encounter, how
ever, he wrote to her again, returning 
her Common Place Book. This letter, 
dated 12th January, 1794, was extremely 
polite with no hint of the malice to 
come. 

Maria spurned his advances and 
Burns, to his discredit, though we can 
understand his all too human reaction, 
resorted to composing lampoons and 
epigrams about Maria. Burns, the 
master of biting satire, composed some 
of the most savage and venomous lines 
ever produced in the English language. 
His first epigram was addressed to her 
carriage: 

If you rattle along like your Mistress's 
tongue, 

Your speed will outrival the dart; 
But, a fly for your load, you'll break down 

on the road, 
If your stuff be as rotten 's her heart. 

This was followed by the much longer 
Monody on a Lady famed for her 
Caprice and, after a partial attempt at a 
reconciliation, with tender verses ex
changed by both sides, the vile lampoon 
From Esopus to Maria. Mercifully 
Maria seems to have been oblivious to 
the worst of these outpourings and it 
was she who made the first serious 
overture to resume their friendship, in 
the summer of 1795. 

Thereafter they corresponded in much 
the same vein as before the rupture. 
Maria was beset by family troubles and 
bereavement, and Burns's own illnesses 
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in the last year of his life probably pre
vented a more ardent communication. 
Latterly she was living in somewhat 
reduced circumstances, first at Tinwald 
House near Dumfries, a damp, ram
shackle property of the Duke of Queens
berry which he let out without ever 
effecting any repairs, and then at Hall
eaths, between Lochmaben and Locker
bie. It was from there that Maria went 
to Ruthwell and met Burns for the last 
time, on 5th July. Her account of the 
'long and serious conversation about 
his present situation' is a particularly 
touching one and herein lay the reasons 
for her resolve to do all she could to 
preserve his memory. 

Elsewhere in this Chronicle will be 
found the full text of Maria's famous 
Eulogy which was first published in the 
Dumfries Weekly Journal in July, 1796. 
Written in the heat of the moment 
Maria allowed a certain amount of 
bitchery to creep into the obituary. 
Dr. Currie modified the Eulogy for 
permanent publication, in his 1800 
edition of Burns's life and works, and 
Maria herself deleted some of the more 
pointed passages for the edition of 1801. 
This episode merited much more de
tailed treatment than Mr. MacNaghten 
has given it, skating lightly over the 
entire matter in a few brief paragraphs. 

A more exhaustive analysis of the 
Eulogy and its several versions might 
have shed more light on the curious 
'love-hate' relationship between Burns 
and Maria which continued beyond the 
grave. 

Maria outlived him by some twelve 
years. During that period life had many 
vicissitudes for her, though her second 
marriage, to a man ten years her 
junior, only months before her death, 
seems to have been happy and affec
tionate. Though beset with many per
sonal problems, legal, financial and 
domestic, she remained true to the 
memory of Burns and did everything 
she could to perpetuate and promote it. 
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It was largely due to her efforts that tht: 
services of Dr. Currie were procured as 
official biographer, and it was she who 
kept Currie at his task, alternately 
wheedling and prodding the worthy 
doctor and keeping him at the task to 
which he was rather ill-fitted. Many of 
Maria's letters to Dr. Currie have 
already been published in the pages of 
the Chronicle. 

The latter part of the book deals with 
the last year's of Maria's life, when she 
alternated between a grace and favour 
residence at Hampton Court and Lon
don. She moved in the best society and 
was acquainted with King George III 
and the Prince of Wales. In 1807 she 
met (Sir) Walter Scott and this led to a 
desultory correspondence, Burns form
ing the main topic. 

Maria was just thirty-six when she 
died and it is idle to speculate what 
mark she might have left on literature 
in her own right had she lived. Her 
literary and artistic talents were trans
mitted to her daughter, Anna Maria and 
thence to her grandchildren, several of 
whom excelled in these fields. The 
Genealogical chapters at the end of the 
book shed a fascinating light on the ups 
and downs of a middle class family in 
the nineteenth century. The Appendices 
include several of Maria's poems, and 
the famous Eulogy, to which Mr. Mac
Naghten has appended the words 
'slightly abbreviated', without indi
cating where he has made cuts or why. 
The version here appended is taken from 
a proof sheet of the Dumfries Weekly 
Journal, no copy of the actual news
paper having apparently survived. 

Among the eight illustrations is the 
vivacious portrait of Maria by Lawrence 
and a portrait, by an unknown artist, of 
Anna Maria in the manner of Raeburn. 
Maria's portrait, incidentally, is one 
of the few relics of her still in the 
possessions of her descendants. 

J. A. M. 



A Fine Survey of Modern 
Scottish Literature 

SCOTTISH WRITING AND WRITERS, edited by NORMAN WILSON. The Ramsay Head 
Press, 36 North Castle Street, Edinburgh EH2 3BN. pp. 126, £3.95. 

THE tempo of nationalism, at all 
levels and in all aspects, has quick

ened in Scotland in the past thirty years, 
and has been most marked within the 
past decade, so it was inevitable that 
sooner or later a general survey should 
be made of literature north of the Border 
in its modern context. That a survey of 
Scottish writing of the present day 
should be considered worthy of such a 
survey alone, or that (more importantly) 
it should be judged commercially feas
ible, is a measure of the heightened 
interest in all things Scottish nowadays. 
What sometimes strikes one as even 
more remarkable is the fact that Scot
land and all aspects of it should be 
apparently of such consuming interest 
to the world at large. 

In his introduction to this volume, 
under the heading of 'The Scottish 
Accent', Norman Wilson makes a 
strong plea for the consideration of 
Scottish writing-even though the bulk 
of it may be in Standard Southern 
English-as a separate and independent 
entity. Even in those cases where a 
Scottish writer's only medium of ex
pression is the Queen's English his 
racial, genetic or ethnic characteristics 
will reveal themselves, if only sub
consciously. He makes the valid point 
-not always apparent, especially to 
those who have had largely to write for 

an English market-that the Scottish 
writer's cast of mind, his inherited atti
tudes, his phraseology, will in greater 
or lesser degree depending on the nature 
of the subject with which he is dealing, 
influence what he says and how he 
says it. 

The Scottish writers of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries strove, rather 
self-consciously, to eliminate the Scotti
cisms from their work, instead of using 
their native language in the same unin
hibited manner as the Americans. 
American writing is now quite distinc
tive from English literature, though in 
view of the insidious and all-pervasive 
influence of the cinema and television 
it is a matter for conjecture how long 
'English' will retain its separate identity. 
Whatever the written language of Scot
land in the past 250 years, however, the 
spoken vernacular has shown remark
able resilience, adaptability and facility 
for survival. The majority of Scots are 
bi-lingual, employing Standard English 
in formal communication but reverting 
to one of the many dialects, or even 
Gaelic as the case may be, in the infor
mal, domestic atmosphere of everyday 
communication. 

By the beginning of this century there 
was a dangerous gap between the 
spoken vernacular and the w1itten 
Standard English. Herein lay the 
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importance of Robert Burns a century 
ago, bridging the gap between written 
and spoken language, preserving words 
and phrases which might have vanished, 
and maintaining a sometime precarious 
life-line for Lowland Scots. 

Mr. Wilson pays tribute to the work 
of Hugh MacDiarmid, 'the inspiration 
and driving force of the Scottish 
Renaissance movement of the 'twenties 
and 'thirties'. MacDiarmid believed 
that Scotland could only recover its 
soul by going back to its true traditions 
and by revitalising the Scottish language 
as a literary medium in which the 
national genius could most effectively 
find expression. It remains to be seen 
to what extent MacDiarmid achieved 
his ambitions, but it cannot be denied 
that he has been responsible for stimu
lating a whole generation of Scottish 
writers since the Second World War. 

The dilemma of the Scottish writer 
is carefully explored: either he must 
write in good English for the world at 
large, or write exclusively in Scottish 
for a much more restricted audience. 
John Buchan's compromise, in his 
introduction to The Northern Muse 
(1924) was to advocate the wider use of 
English with a 'slight admixture' of 
Scots words and phraseology-in other 
words, to follow an example which had 
been set by Burns himself. 

Mr. Wilson admits that there were 
excesses of chauvinism in the 'twenties, 
but sees hope in the current trends in 
Scottish writing. 'If, after the long years 
of frustration which have inhibited and 
often thwarted the Scottish genius, we 
can break free from the trammels of 
national assertion and devote ourselves 
to individual creativeness we may begin 
to make a significant contribution to 
to world literature.' 

There follow six essays, each dealing 
with a different aspect of current writing 
in Scotland, contributed by some of the 
leading and most original writers in 
their particular spheres. By far the 
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longest and most comprehensive of 
these is Douglas Gifford's 'Scottish 
Fiction since 1945'. He begins with the 
apparent paradox of our creative writ
ing: 'It is arguable that the Scottish 
novel is at once the most neglected 
and the greatest of Scottish literary 
forms.' A succinct description of the 
four main types of nineteenth century 
Scottish novel-the 'kailyard' or dom
estic novel, the romantic historical 
novel, the deeply serious satire and the 
fictional attempt to envisage a whole 
Scotland-is the setting for a review 
of postwar Scottish fiction. Much of 
the work published in the late 1940's 
harked back to the 'thirties and many 
of the great prewar writers, such as Neil 
Gunn, Eric Linklater and Lewis Grassie 
Gibbon, continued to be active in the 
immediate postwar peiiod. 

Nostalgia and bitterness were the 
keynotes of the postwar Scottish novel, 
particularly in the 1950's, exemplified 
by the novels of MacCrone, Blake, Neil 
Paterson and Naomi Mitchison, and 
it was only in the 'sixties that truly 
original writing began to emerge, from 
pens of such writers as Alan Sharp, 
George Mackay Brown and Iain Crich
ton Smith. More recently, William 
Mcllvanney, Ian Niall and George 
Friel, have raised the status of the 
Scottish novel to new heights. Humor
ous writing (George Macdonald Fraser 
and Cliff Hanley), historical adventure 
writing (Nigel Tranter and Dorothy 
Dunnet) and latterday kailyard (Jane 
Duncan and Lilian Beckwith) and 
other sub-divisions of the modern 
novel are fully explored. Mr. Gifford 
ends with an account of the more experi
mental forms of Scottish writing, from 
Sydney Goodsir Smith and Elspeth 
Davie to Giles Gordon, the late James 
Kennaway and Muriel Spark. Is there 
some significance, one wonders, in the 
fact that many of these writers made 
their mark furth of Scotland? 

'Scottish Poetry in English' by Iain 



Crichton Smith takes the view that 
though the postwar period has been a 
rich one in this genre no poet of major 
status has emerged to follow in the foot
steps of Hugh MacDiarmid. In fact, 
there have been several poets to achieve 
an importance beyond their native 
country. Edwin Muir, Norman Mac
Caig and George Mackay Brown come 
into this category, and there has also 
been much fine writing from such poets 
as Edwin Morgan and Maurice Lindsay. 
The outstanding characte1istic of cur
rent poetry in English is its extraordin
ary variety. 

Of particular interest to Burnsians is 
Albert Mackie's short but thought
provoking article entitled 'Why Lal
lans ?' Why should so many Scottish 
writers choose a language likely to con
demn them to a restricted readership, 
if not total obscurity? This question 
has been asked time and time again, 
since Wordsworth asked it of Burns, 
and perhaps it was asked in generations 
much earlier than that. On the other 
hand, he speculates that Burns and 
MacDiarmid might not have made such 
a mark on the world if they had stuck 
to English. He points out that much 
of Burns is in English, and yet it is his 
Lallans passages which stick in the 
mind. 

The remaining essays deal with 
'Gaelic in Print', by Frank Thompson 
of Club Leabhar, 'Writers and the 
Theatre' by Allen Wright and a 
practical guide to 'Writing for Radio 
and Television, by Stephen Mulrine. 
The middle part of the book lists the 
names and addresses of broadcasting 
and television companies and the 
theatres of Scotland, the various bodies, 
from the Scottish Arts Council to the 
Scots Language Society which in 
various ways to help to promote litera
ture in Scotland, and Scottish literary 
journals and publishers. Many readers 
may be surprised to learn that there 
are no fewer than eighteen magazines 

which qualify under this heading, 
ranging from the more commercial 
Scots Magazine and Scottish Field to 
the thrice yearly Chapman and the 
twice yearly Lal/ans. Even more sur
prising and encouraging is the number 
of Scottish publishers listed: a total of 
35 ranging from the commercial giants, 
William Collins, Blackie and Oliver 
and Boyd, to small but courageous 
enterprises like Aquila in the Isle of 
Skye and Wilfion Books of Paisley. 
Printing and publishing were major 
industries in Scotland in the nineteenth 
century and much of the literary output 
of Britain as a whole came from north 
of the Border. Over the past 80 years, 
however, many of the larger publishing 
houses have closed down, transferred 
their operations to England or been 
absorbed by multi-national conglomer
ates, and ten years ago Scottish publish
ing was at a very low ebb. Today there 
are many small but vigorous firms 
publishing poetry, fiction and non
fiction, much of it catering to minority 
interests. Many of them are one-man 
bands, pruning their overheads to a 
minimum in order to make viable the 
publication of works which the more 
commercial publishers would be fright
ened to touch. It has been estimated 
that there are more than a score of 
publishers active today which became 
established since 1970 alone. Long may 
they flourish! 

The final pat t of the book, occupying 
almost half of its total length, is a 
directory of Living Scottish Writers: 
potted biographies in alphabetical order 
from James S. Adam to Oswald Wynd. 
Brief notes on education and careeer 
are followed by more detailed listings 
of their published works, sub-divided 
where necessary into such categories as 
poetry, plays, novels, short stories, 
radio and television. 

J.A.M. 
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AROUND 

THE 

CLUBS 

On 16th June, 1976 the Detroit Burns Club 
presented the ten volumes of the Scottish 
National Dictionary to the Henry Ford 
Centennial Library of Dearborn, Michigan. 
The photograph , by courtesy of Mayor 
Orville L. Hubbard, shows (left to right) : 
Samuel R. Dickey {Club Secretary) , Mr 
Marquis (Chief Librarian), N. Campbell 
Mathers (Club President) amd William 
Morrison (Club Vice-President) . 
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Drinking to the 'Immortal Memory' at Airdrie 
Burns Club's anniversary celebration , Janu
ary 1977, left to right: 
Secretary M. P. Kidd, Treasurer W. 0 . Rollo, 
Vice-President M. Hood, Inspector James 
!:>eyrnour :md Chief Inspector James D. 
McCulloch of Airdrie Police, the President 
James Dobbie, J. McGhee, Dinner Con
venor A. H. S. Marshall, and Hon. President 
Sheriff A . Bell. 

No. 917 Scottish Presidents Association held 
"A Nicht at the Jolly Beggars" at Rotherham 
in February, 1977, with the President Jean 
Jeavons as Poosie Nansie. 
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Otley and District Caledonian Society Quiz Team: Bill Mcindoe (capt.) , Jimmy Macdonald, 
Sheila Glennie and Jimmy Wallace with the Society President, Betty Warner in the centre. 

Yorkshire Scottish 
Societies Quiz 

STARTED in 1968, this annual competition has done much to create inter society 
rapport in Yorkshire and so strengthen the Federation District structure. The 

original seven participants have gradually been joined by others and the draw for 
the 1977 /78 event includes nineteen societies. 

The Quiz is run on a knockout basis and, to minimise travelling, the early 
rounds are organised on a regional system. Four groups-North, South, East and 
West- 'play off' at social evenings arranged by respective host clubs and the four 
winners go forward to the semi-finals. 
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The semi-final and final ties are held at a Saturday night social-cum-dance 
organised by the District committee at a central venue towards the end of the 
season. While inter society fraternisation is the main aim that night, the event is 
also run as something of a fund raising function to maintain District finances and 
so obviate the need to collect local subscriptions from individual clubs. 

Each Quiz Team consists of four members and each tie has 32 questions-16 
per team, 4 per member-half of which have a Scottish content. A points system 
of scoring decides the winner and overall winners hold the Yorkshire Scottish 
Societies Cup for a year. The Otley and District Caledonian Society are the 
current cup holders. 

The selection of questions and the administration of the Quiz are carried out by 
a small sub-committee, and the District is fortunate in having enthusiasts who are 
willing to undertake this fairly onerous task-the 1977/78 competition for instance 
requires 18 sets of 32 questions each, a total of 576 questions and answers! 

It may all sound rather bothersome, and maybe academic, but it is really good 
fun. Those concerned, including the Quiz masters who are chosen from neutral 
societies and who are noted for their repartee, are ever mindful that the Quiz isn't 
run to find oot whaur the langest heided anes come frae, but to encourage friendly 
relations among our societies. In this it has been most successful. 

Clumber Burns Club-

GUID GEAR IN SMA' BULK 

THE above club had, in its beginning, ten members only, and was founded on 
Sunday, 6th May, 1973, at the Normanton Inn, Clumber, in Sherwood Forest, 

by a small group of Burns' enthusiasts. 
The object of this club was that the members, all good friends, depart somewhat 

from the traditional format of Scottish Societies in this area and, in the furtherance 
of all things Scottish, each, in turn, would talk on some subject of her or his choos
ing for about ten minutes, and so activate a discussion of the context by the others. 
To date, the subjects have ranged from 'Burns-a man or a cult' to 'Bygone 
Nottinghamshire' ... a very wide and diverse range. 

The original membership of ten, now unfortunately reduced to nine, by the 
death of a Past President of the Burns Federation, was composed of Presidents of 
federated Societies, and includes one Past President of the Burns Federation, one 
Honorary President, and three members of the Federation Executive. 

Membership is by invitation only, is limited to a maximum of twenty, and moves 
are now afoot to increase the total from nine as at present. From time to time, guests 
are invited and all so attending, have, to date, expressed their pleasure and appreci
ation of being present. 

All meetings are informal and are preceded by a meal, held, usually, in the home 
of one of the members, in rotation, but, occasionally in a suitable restaurant ... 
preferably one with a private room. 

Six meetings per year are held, one usually coinciding with the Federation 
Conference ... a fact which usually accounts for the Club's 100 per cent 
attendance at the same. 

To date, it would appear that the objects of the Club are being fulfilled and that 
the idea is proving to be the success hoped for. 
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MOTTO--'A MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT' 

THE BURNS FEDERATION 
INSTITUTED 1885 

Hon. Presidents 

ALEX. MACMILLAN, J.P., M.A., M.ED., 13 Kilwinning Road, Irvine 
A. NEIL CAMPBELL, F.c.1.s., 141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh EHlO 5PP 
FRED. J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, Liberton, Edinburgh, EH16 6JE 
Mrs. S. G. BAILLIE, 38 Gordon Street, Balwyn, E.8., Victoria, Australia 
ALEX. JOHNSTONE, J.P., CH.ENG., F.I.PROD.E., 41 Benwerrin Ave., Carss Park, 

Blakehurst, N.S.W. 
WILLIAM J. OLIVER, 2 Bellevue Street, Dunedin, New Zealand 
Mrs. M. COULSON, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries 
G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, Rotherham 
ALEXANDER C. CooK, 4 School Terrace, Coalsnaughton, Tillicoultry 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o McLeod, Cairnston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
Mrs. V. W. BROOM, 12 Whitecotes Lane, Chesterfield S40 3HL 
J. D. MCBAIN, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland 
DOUGLAS SMALL, 36 Abernethy Road, Barnhill, Dundee 
BRUCE McGuFF, 16 Wood Row, Tranent, Midlothian 
JoHN W. BEGG, LL.B., 16 Dobroyd Parade, Haberfield, N.S.W.2045, Australia 
R. DICKSON-JOHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Mrs. W. G. STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Clackmannanshire 

Officials 

President-ABE TRAIN, 71 Woodside Crescent, Newmains, Lanarkshire 
Senior Vice-President-ALBERT W. FINLAYSON, East Gallaberry, Kirkmahoe, 

Dumfries DGl lSY 
Junior Vice-President-SAM Gow, 66 Bank Street, Irvine KA12 OLP 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer-I. F. T. THOMSON, M.B.E., M.A., F.L.A., Dick 

Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock KAI 3BU 
Schools Competitions-JAMES GLASS, M.A., 31 Glenconner Road, Ayr KA7 3HF 
Hon. Legal Adviser-SCOTT I. GALT, LL.B., Messrs. McLeish Thomson & Co., 

Solicitors, 8 Buchanan Street, Glasgow Gl 3LL 
Publicity Officer-GEORGE ANDERSON, 49 Upper Bourtree Drive, Burnside, 

Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 4EJ (Tel. 041-634 3618) 
Hon. Editor-JAMES A. MACKAY, 11 Newall Terrace, Dumfries, DGl lLN 

(Tel. 0387 5250) 
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Past-Presidents 

R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh EH9 2NB 
JAMES E. INGLIS, 'Glentress,' 13 Halloughton Road, Southwell, Notts NG25 OLP 
Provost E. ROBERTSON, 11 Rosemount Street, Dumfries 
THOMAS ANDERSON, 36 Lindfern Avenue East, Kilmarnock KAl 3LL 
CHARLES C. EASTON, F.S.A., 55 Rosehill Drive, Aberdeen 
MATTHEW McLAUCHLAN, 'Roquetas,' Glebe Lane, Knottingley, Yorks. 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o C. J. McLeod, Cairnston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
DANIEL J. MclLDOWIE, J.P., 'Invermay,' Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ROBERT DONALDSON, 36 Deanwood Avenue, Muirend, Glasgow G44 
Dr. JOHN I. TAYLOR, M.B., CH.B., 70 Borehill Lane, Crookes, Sheffield SlO lSB 
GEORGE VALLANCE, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, Cumnock KA18 3LD 
Dr. J. S. MoNTGOMERIE, M.B., CH.B., D.T.M.&H., F.s.A., 'The Mount,' High Barnes, 

Sunderland, Co. Durham 
W. J. KING-GILLIES, 'The Lomonds,' Cupar Road, Auchtermuchty, Fife 
H. GEORGE MCKERROW, J.P., 52 Buccleuch Street, Dumfries DGl 2AH 
FRED. J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S., 3 Park Grove, Edinburgh EH16 6JE 
A. NEIL CAMPBELL, F.c.1.s., 141 Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh EHlO 5PP 
ALEX. MACMILLAN, J.P., M.A., M.ED., 13 Kilwinning Road, Irvine KA12 8RR 

District Representatives 

I. Ayrshire: DAVID DUNLOP, The Ross Hotel, John Finnie Street, Kil-
marnock KAI lDD 

SAMUEL K. GAW, 66 Bank Street, Irvine KA12 OLP 
ALAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 
WILLIAM MORRISON, 19 Campbell Street, Newmilns, Ayr

shire 
II. Edinburgh: T. D. MclLWRAITH, 8 Silverknowes Bank, Edinburgh 

EH45PD 
G. HENDERSON LAING, 50 Marionville Drive, Edinburgh 

EH7 6BW 
Ill. Glasgow: R. DICKSON JOHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, 

Dunbartonshire 
GEORGE ANDERSON, 49c Upper Bourtree Drive, Burnside, 

Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 4EJ 
IV. Dunbartonshire and Argyll: J. L. HEMPSTEAD, 31 Dumbuck, Cres., 

Dumbarton 
v. 

VI. 

VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 

Fife: 
Lanarkshire: T. N. PATERSON, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw 

R. B. CLELAND, 16 McClure Court, Motherwell 
Mid and East Lothians and Borders: 
West Lothian: 
Renfrewshire: ROBERT MILLER, F.S.A.SCOT., 11 Murdieston Street, 

Greenock PA15 4DT 
X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires: 

Mrs. W. G. STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Clackman
nanshire FKlO 2QA 

J. M. NICOL, 17 Polmaise Crescent, Fallin, Stirlingshire 
ROBERT LAW, 55 Queen Street, Alva, Clackmannanshire 
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XL Tayside Region: JOHN KIDD, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross KY13 
7QJ 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties: DouGLAS W. CRUICKSHANK, 7 Baillies
wells Drive, Bieldside, Aberdeen 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties: HUGH CUNNINGHAM, Carrick Lea, 99 
Edinburgh Road, Dumfries 

Mrs. S. KNIGHT, 17 Greenlea Road, 
Annan, Dumfriesshire 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England: A. F. ROBERTSON, 30 Dorset 
Court, 211-213 Kingsway, Hove, Sussex BN3 4FD 

XV. North East England: C. MITCHELL, 23 Church Street, Durham City 
XVI. North Western England: Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, 'Dinarth,' 16 Half Edge 

Lane, Eccles, Manchester M30 9GJ 
XVII. Yorkshire: JAMES PARNHAM, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, Leeds, 

LS8 2QT 
XVIIl.North and East Midlands: G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, Rother

ham, Yorkshire 

XIX. 
xx. 

XXI. 
XXII. 

XXIII. 
XXIV. 

xxv. 

XXVI. 
XXVII. 

XXVIII. 

LEW W. REID, 'Lea Rig,' 152 Lea Road, Gainsborough, Lines. 
DN12 IAN 

Mrs. J. A. IRVINE, 'Ulvescroft,' 
Rotherham, Yorkshire 

West Midlands of England: 
South Western England: 
Wales: 
Ireland: 
Africa: 

67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, 

A 'Jstralia: D. J. MclLDOWIE, Invermay, Doune Road, Dunblane, 
Perthshire 

New Zealand: Mrs. M. RENNIE, 3 Kintore Tower, Cambuslang, 
Glasgow 

Canada: Provost E. ROBERTSON, Rosemount Street, Dumfries 
India: 
U.S.A.: MARVIN D. MCQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East 

Fifth, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 
XXIX. Europe: Mrs. M. COULSON, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries 

SUB-COMMITTEES 

Finance: Mr. H. G. McKerrow (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs. A. Neil 
Campbell, T. Anderson, R. Dickson Johnstone, R. Donaldson, D. J. Mclldowie, 
A. Train, Lew Reid, C. Mitchell and R. B. Cleland. 

Memorials: Mr. Sam Gaw (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs. H. Cunning
ham, G. W. Burnett, E. Robertson, R. A. B. McLaren, D. J. Mclldowie, J.E. 
Inglis, Chas. C. Easton, T. D. Mcilwraith, Mrs. Coulson and Mr. A. 
Stoddart. 

Literature: Charles C. Easton (Convener), Mrs. W. G. Stewart, Mr. Alex. 
MacMillan, Messrs. F. J. Belford, T. Anderson, G. W. Burnett, J. E. Inglis, 
Albert W. Finlayson, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, J. Parnham, George Anderson, 
Mrs. M. Irvine, J. M. Nicol, E. Robertson, T. N. Paterson and J. Glass. 
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Schools: Mr. J. Glass (Convener), Mrs. M. Coulson, Mrs. S. Knight, Mrs. 
M. Irvine, Messrs. Fred Belford, Albert Finlayson, A. MacMillan, G. W. 
Burnett, R. A. B. McLaren, James Parnham, T. D. Mcllwraith, and C. C. 
Easton. 

AUDITORS 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS AT 31/3/76=158 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1976/77 

John Fryer, 38 Major Hornbrook Road, Christchurch 6, New Zealand 
Norman G. Hercus, c/o British Aircraft Corporation Ltd., Box 33, Khamis 

Mushayt, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Donald M. Paton, Airdaniar, 75 Needless Road, Perth PH2 OLD 
Bruce Copley, 1 Harley Close, Leeds LS13 4RD 
Harry Awty, 47 Johnson House, Ebury Street, London, S.W.1 
Frederick Sinden, Apt. 286, Bank House, Manchester Road, Bury, Lancashire 
Mrs. M. Black, 18 Newington Avenue, Annan, Dumfriesshire 
Mrs. S. Morrin, Beechbush, Roddam, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire 
Mrs. J. Jamieson, Violetbank, Annan, Dumfriesshire 
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List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1923 Ayr 1953 Paisley 
1894 Glasgow 1924 Dumfries 1954 Sheffield 
1895 Dundee 1925 Edinburgh 1955 Edinburgh 
1896 Kilmarnock 1926 Perth 1956 Cheltenham 
1897 Greenock 1927 Derby 1957 Aberdeen 
1898 Mauchline 1928 Aberdeen 1958 Harrogate 
1899 Dumfries 1929 Troon 1959 Ayr 
1900 Kilmarnock 1930 Greenock 1960 Glasgow 
1901 Glasgow 1931 Ha wick 1961 Dumfries 
1902 G1eenock 1932 Stirling 1962 Durham 
1903 Edinburgh 1933 London 1963 Stirling 
1904 Stirling 1934 Glasgow 1964 London 
1905 Hamilton 1935 Ayr and 1965 Hamilton 
1906 Kilmarnock Kilmarnock 1966 Troon 
1907 Sunderland 1936 Elgin 1967 Sheffield 
1908 St. Andrews 1937 Newcastle- 1968 Falkirk 
1909 Dunfermline upon-Tyne 1969 Southport 
1910 Lanark 1938 Dumfries 1970 Arbroath 
1911 Glasgow 1940-46 Glasgow 1971 Coventry 
1912 Carlisle 1947 Dunoon 1972 Aberdeen 
1913 Galashiels 1948 Stirling 1973 Dumfries 
1915-19 Glasgow 1949 Mauchline 1974 Edinburgh 
1920 London 1950 Bristol 1975 Dundee 
1921 Dunfermline 1951 Montrose 1976 Leeds 
1922 Birmingham 1952 Norwich 1977 Motherwell 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

1. Ayrshire-36 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 664 West Kilbride 
35 Dairy 671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 
45 Cumnock 681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 728 Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton 

173 Irvine 772 Prestwick 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 773 Cumnock Cronies 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
252 Alloway 821 Ayr Masonic 
274 Troon 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
275 Ayr 892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
310 Mauchline 900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
349 'Howff,' Kilmarnock 908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 920 Trysting Thorn 
370 Dundonald 931 Beith Caledonia 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 933 Busbiehill 
500 New Cumnock 936 Irvine Lasses 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
632 Symington 954 Newton, Ayr 
Secretary: Robert Kirk, Parkstone, Ploughlands Road, Dundonald, Ayrshire 

KA29BY 

II. Edinburgh-19 Clubs: 2 Members 

22 Edinburgh 
124 Ninety 
198 Gorebridge 
199 Newbattle 
212 Portobello 
293 Newcraighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balerno Burns Club 

341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 
516 The Airts Burns Club 
740 Thorntree Mystic 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
929 Bathgate 
942 Easthouses Miners' Welfare 
947 John Cairney Burns Club 

Secretary: G. Henderson Laing, 50 Marionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 

III. Glasgow-16 Clubs: 2 Members 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 
Secretary: 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
282 Burns Bowling Association 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
642 Rutherglen 
938 Milton 
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IV. Dunbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-5 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 
695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilrnn, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton G82 4ER 

V. Fife-6 Clubs: 1 Member 

62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 

Secretary: 

688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
803 Bowhill People's Club 

VI. Lanarkshire-20 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
388 Kyle (Shotts) Ladies 
392 Whiffiet 
494 Motherwell United Services 

520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
637 Millheugh 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-Seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and East Lothian and Borders-6 Clubs: 1 Member 

5 Ercildoune 
96 Jedburgh 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 
Secretary: 

239 Hawick 
784 Kelso 
839 Coldstream 

VIII. West Lothian-0 Club: 0 Member 
Secretary: 

IX. Renfrewshire-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

209 Greenock St. John's 
430 Gourock 

472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

Secretary: Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street, Greenock PA15 
4DT 
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X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-29 Clubs: 3 Members 

4 Callander 725 Ben Cleuch, Tillicoultry 
37 Dollar 741 Plean 
50 Stirling 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 

116 Greenloaning 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 
126 Falkirk West Perthshire 
426 Sauchie 850 Dollar Masonic 
469 Denny Cross 865 Forester Arms 
503 Dunblane 876 Tullibody Working Men's 
510 I.C.I., Grangemouth Burns Club 
543 Abbey Craig 895 Westerton Arms Burns Club 
630 Coalsnaughton 902 Newmarket Burns Club 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 911 Borestone Bowling Club 
657 Fallin Burns Club 923 Old Manor Burns Club 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 925 Laurieston 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 

935 Torbrex, Stirling 
Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Alloa FKlO 2QA 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 

XI. 

42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

Tayside Regional Area-9 Clubs: 1 Member 
360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
659 Dundee Burns Society 
955 Gartwhinzean 

Secretary: John Kidd, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 

691 Inverness 
698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 
Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties-19 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 562 Castle Douglas 
217 Eskdale 626 Moffat and District 
226 Dumfries 629 Sanquhar 
323 Kirkcudbright 660 The Langholm Ladies 
393 Annan Ladies 693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 730 Wigtown 
437 Dumfries Ladies 818 Dalbeattie and District 
530 Southern Scottish Counties 916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 

B.C.A. 924 S.C.T.A. 
536 Whithorn 926 Rosamond 

Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries DG2 OEH 
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XIV. London and South-Eastern England-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Soc. 
570 Scottish Clans Association of 

London 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 
Society 

743 Romford Scottish Association 
918 Dover and East Kent 
951 Guildford 

Secretary: A. F. Robertson, 30 Dorset Court, 211-213 Kingsway, Hove, 
Sussex B73 4FD 

XV. North-Eastern England-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 
744 Durham and District Cal. 

Society 
745 Northumbcriand and Durham 

(;al. Soc. 

759 Sunderland and District Cal. 
Society 

775 Hartlepools Cal. Society 
796 Gateshead and District St. 

Andrew's Society 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. 

Society 
901 Cram.ington Burns Club 

Secretary: L. A. Nicol, 49 Hipsburn Drive, Sunderland SR3 lTY 

XVI. North-Western England-15 Clubs: 1 Member 

71 Carlisle 
95 Bolton 

236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Soc. 

674 Manchester and Salford Cal. 
Association 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

780 Isle of Man Cal. Society 
834 St. Andrews Society 

(Altrincham, Sale and Dist.) 
956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Soc. 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 

XVII. Yorkshire-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 

880 Otley and District 
894 Beverly and District 
905 Keighley and District 
909 Richmond (Yorks.) Cal. Soc. 
928 The Highland Society, Leeds 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 

Secretary: A. Anderson Kidd, 'Failte,' 1 Copperbeach Close, Pontefract, 
Yorks. 
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XVIII. North and East Midlands of England-26 Clubs: 3 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
405 Sheffield Cal. Society 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
454 Rotherham 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
556 Doncaster Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 
746 Grimsby and District Cal. Soc. 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 

854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 
of Scottish Societies 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 
862 Market Rasen Scottish 

Association 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. 

Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
903 Newhall, Burton-on-Trent 

Burns Club 
917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
932 Corby Afton Burns Club 

Secretary: J. E. Inglis, 'Glentress,' Halloughton Road, Southwell, Notts. 

XIX. West Midlands of England-to Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
553 Wolverhampton 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

707 Malvern Scots Club 
777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 
881 Rugeley and Dist. Burns Club 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, Coventry 

XX. South-Western England-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

Secretary: 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 
918 Dover and East Kent 
952 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

XXI. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 

896 Sierra Leone 

XXII. lreland-1 Club: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 

XXIII. Africa-3 Clubs: 1 Member 

934 Manama Cal. Society 
953 Khamis Mushayt, Saudi 

Arabia 
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XXIV. Australia-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

511 Perth 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 

874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 
914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
919 Orange and District 
950 Drumoyne 

XXV. New Zealand-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 

XXVI. Canada-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Soc. 
443 Burns Club of Victoria (B.C.) 
476 Border Cities (Ontario) 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 

841 Robert Burns Association of 
Montreal 

842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 

XXVIII. U.S.A.-11 Clubs: 1 Member 

220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 
320 Troy 
413 San Francisco St. Andrew's 

Society 
453 Philadelphia Ladies Aux. 

597 The Burns Society of the City 
of New York 

701 Detroit 
870 Massachussetts 
941 San Diego 
958 Toledo 

Secretary: Howard D. Whinnery, 560 Fourth Avenue, North Troy, New York 
U.S.A. 
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727 The St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 



ANNUAL CONFERENCE, MOTHERWELL CIVIC CENTRE, 

lOrn SEPTEMBER 1977 

Mr. R. A. B. McLaren welcomed the members and introduced the following members 
from overseas: 

Mr. John Begg, Drumoyne Burns Club, Australia 
Miss Merriol Begg, Drumoyne Burns Club, Australia 
Mr. and Mrs. George Lamb, Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia 
Mr. M. Murray, Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia 
Mr. Davidson, Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia 
Mr. and Mrs. David Nash, Perth Burns Club, Australia 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Newall, Wollongong Burns Club 
Mr. David McWhirter, Melbourne Masonic Burns Club 
Dr. and Mrs. James Connor, London, Ontario 
Mr. and Mrs. Raeside, London, Ontario 
Mr. Norman Hercus, Saudi Arabi 
Mr. George Paterson, Saudi Arabia 

He expressed the good wishes of the council to the following stalwarts of the 

Federation who had been unable to attend due to ill health: 
Ex-Provost Ernie Robertson 
Charles Easton 
Tom Anderson 
Neil Campbell 
George McKerrow 

He also expressed our disappointment that Alex MacMillan (whose wife is ill) and Jane 

Burgoyne had also been unable to attend. 
It was agreed the secretary write these people expressing our best wishes for a speedy 

recovery to good health. 
Apologies: Melbourne Burns Club, Australia; Mrs. Margaret Ryles, Canada; 

Dundonald Burns Club, Ayrshire; Jim Parnham, Yorkshire, and all the above 

mentioned. 
The council expressed its sorrow in learning of the death in a car accident of Mr. 

Sandy Carlyle of Atlanta Burns Club who had been at the Leeds Conference. 
Minute: Mr. Vallance moved that the minutes of the previous Conference should not 

be accepted as they were not a complete record of what had happened. It was pointed 

out that they were continued on another page and no one seconded the motion. Mrs, 

Mirna Irvine moved adoption of the minute as printed in the 1977 Burns Chronicle. 
seconded by Mr. Sam Caw. 

CLUBS REPRESENTED AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1977 

0 Kilmarnock (3), 1 Burns Club of London (3), 11 Chesterfield (1), 14 Dundee Burns 

Club (3), 20 Airdrie Burns Club (2), 21 Greenock Burns Club (2), 33 Glasgow Haggis 

(1), 36 Rosebery (3), 37 Dollar (I), 40 Aberdeen (2), 55 Derby (1), 89 Sunderland (3), 

95 Bolton Burns Club (3), I 12 Dumfries Howff (3), 133 Newarthill Burns Club (3), 158 

Darlington Burns Association (3), I 69 Glasgow and District (1), 173 Irvine Burns Club 

(3), 192 Ayrshire Association (3), I 98 Gore bridge (3), 217 Eskdale (2), 226 Dumfries 

Burns Club (3), 252 Alloway Burns Club (3), 263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club (3), 

275 Ayr Burns Club (3), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association (3), 314 Edinburgh Scottish 

(3), 336 Peterhead Burns Club ( 1),349 Howff Kilmarnock (2), 356 Burnbank Masonic (2), 

360 Lochee Burns Club (3), 365 Catrine Burns Club (2), 366 Liverpool Burns Club (3), 

378 Edinburgh District Association (3), 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell (3), 392 

Whiffiet (3), 393 Annan Ladies (3), 405 Caledonian Society of Sheffield (2), 437 Dumfries 

Ladies (3), 454 Rotherham (2), 461 Leicester Caledonian Society (3), 492 Harrow (2), 

494 Motherwell United Services (3), 503 Dunblane (I), 520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 

(2), 530 Southern Scottish Counties (3), 559 Coventry Caledonian Society (3), 561 

London Ontario (3), 566 Sydney Scottish Society (2), 578 Lanarkshire Association (3), 

612 Torrance Masonic (!), 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars (3), 630 Coalsnaughton Burns 

Club (3), 632 Symington (3), 642 Rutherglen Burns Club (2), 657 Fallin Gothenburg (3), 

659 Dundee Burns Society (l), 681 Kilmarnock Cronies Burns Club (3), 696 Whitley 

Bay and District (3), 721 Plymouth Burns Club (2), 744 Durham and District Caledonian 
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Society (2), 745 Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society (1), 809 Allanton 
Jolly Beggars (3), 822 Mansfield Caledonian Society (3), 834 Altrincham Sale and Dis
trict (3), 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter (2), 872 East Midlands Association (3), 874 
Melbourne Masonic (1), 887 Gainsborough (2), 889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean (3), 890 
Wollongong (1), 894 Beverley Caledonian Society (2), 900 Irvine Valley Burns Club (3), 
917 Scottish Presidents Association (1), 918 Dover and East Kent (1), 921 Northern 
Scottish Counties (2), 922 Clumber (3), 926 Rosamond (3), 928 Leeds Highland Society 
(1), 936 Irvine Lasses (3), 939 Griffin (3), 945 Kirklees Highland Association (2), 948 
Glencairn Masonic Burns Club (1), 949 Fir Park Burns Club (3), 953 Saudi Arabia, 
Kh1mis Mushayt (2), 955 Gartwhinzean (2), 961 Larkhall (3). 

Number of voting delegates 206 
Executive 23 
Observers 74 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Mr. Thomson said this Conference had the largest number of delegates ever. He re

ported that one of the delegates, Mr. James Cannell, of the Kilmarnock Howff Burns 
Club, had had a slight heart attack the previous evening but was reported to be 
progressing well. 

Mr. Thomson was angered that the Burns Federation was not as well known as widely 
as it ought to be. However, things were improving and we are now recognised by the 
Scottish Tourist Board, the British Travel Association, the Central Information Office, 
St. Andrews House, BBC and STY who now all contact us through having the Federa
tion listed in the telephone directory. But he still received letters from people who did 
not know of the existence of the Federation. We are also now being recognised by the 
Scottish Universities long after being recognised by Universities in America, Canada 
and Japan. 

Since becoming secretary he had crossed the Atlantic more often than before, especi
ally within the last two years on Burns business. On his last trip he had visited 
Edmonton Burns Club, Edmonton Tarbolton Bachelors Burns Club and the Edmonton 
Scottish Society; the latter would be coming up for affiliation at the next meeting. 
While there he had also visited the new Club in Calgary and the flourishing London 
Ontario Club. 

During the summer he had been visited by people from Canada, America, Australia, 
New Zealand and Japan. There is an increase in membership this year due to a member
ship drive he had been carrying out with help of lists sent in by various associations. 
Coming up at the next meeting were Bangkok, Clan McGregor, Pretoria, Gambia, 
Edmonton Scottish Society, Royal Caledonian Society of South Australia, Clan Rose 
Society of America, Larkhall and Cotgrave, Notts. 

The transcript of the article on Burns and the American Revolution had been printed 
as a separate article and sent to major city libraries and universities in U.S.A. and had 
been well received. 

The Liverpool Burns Club had been meeting in each others houses and making a 
collection on behalf of the Burns Federation Funds. 

Mr. John Melville, Rosebery 36, moved adoption, seconded by Mr. Cuthbertson, 
Ayr 275. 

Re the list of clubs in arrears Mr. Mcsween, Greenock 21, said his club had paid 
but it was noticed that it was Greenock 209 who were in arrears. 

'CHRONICLE' REPORT AND LITERATURE REPORT 
Mr. Thomson said Mr. Easton had had a slight stroke but was recovering well. Mr. 

Easton had written saying he ·.vould be continuing his work for the Federation and 
had asked his name be added to the list of delegates for the Conference in Canada. 
He had also asked in his letter that a special appeal be made to members to buy the 
Chronicle. 

Mr. Thomson said he was sorry James Mackay had not arrived as the Federation 
was exceedingly fortunate to get a man of his ability to take over after Jimmy Veitch 
and Arthur Daw. 

Mr. Thomson asked for support for the '200 Club' which would help the Federation's 
financial position. 

Mr. L. W. Reid, Gainsborough 887, moved adoption of the reports, seconded by 
Mr. John Kidd, Kinross Jolly Beggars 627. 
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PUBLICITY REPORT 

Mr. Anderson had been disappointed that the involvement in the Moscow trip this 

year had not brought more publicity. However, the Travel Agents had apologised and 

in future the Federations involvement would be properly acknowledged. 

Mr. Anderson said those involved in mounting the exhibition at the Gathering of the 

Clans should be thanked. He felt that wherever anything resembling the Festival took 

place, and where we had a Burns Club, we should make the most of it. 

The Conference had received a fair share of publicity in the local papers, television 

and radio, and the President had been on television. 
It stressed it was very much up to the clubs and districts to feed him information, 

but he was amazed at how few letters or calls he received. He said there was no point 

in having a publicity officer if he was not told of what was happening. 

Duncan McSwein, Greenock 21, thanked the Memorials Committee for its interest 

in the Highland Mary Memorial. He was encouraged by the support for his appeal 

so far. 
Rosalind Keyte, Irvine Lasses 936, moved the publicity report, seconded by David 

White, Glasgow Masonic 263. 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE 

Mr. Gaw said memorials were in reasonable condition and thanked the many clubs 

who had done something about the Memorials in their district. Certain commercial 

concerns had taken an interest when their work had interfered with Memorials. The 

Kilmarnock and Loudoun District Council had restored the vandalised plaque. The 

Glasgow Venne! restoration had been passed by the local authority and now awaited 

the approval of the Secretary of State. He suggested we write the Secretary of State 

asking that the matter be expedited as the property was deteriorating the longer it lay 

vacant. 
Greenock Burns Club were launching an appeal to raise £1,500 to repair the Highland 

Mary Monument. 
Mr. Laing, Edinburgh District 378, reported the scaffolding had been removed from 

the Regent Road monument and it was looking quite nice. The present work had 

cost between £5,000 and £6,000. It would take a further £60,000 to complete the 

renovations. 
An exhibition had been open at the Monument during the Gathering of the Clans. 

Mr. Aird, Griffin, Gartcosh 939, said he would recommend to his club that they 

donate £9 to the Highland Mary Appeal. 
The Memorials Report was adopted on a motion by Mr. George Laing, Edinburgh 

378, seconded by Mr. R. B. Cleland, Lanarkshire 578. 

FINANCE REPORT 

In Mr. McKerrow's absence Mr. Thomson submitted the Annual Accounts. He was 

pleased the Finance Committee had been able to keep expenses to a minimum whereby 

the Federation had been able to keep its subscriptions at the 1972 level of £5, which in 

these days of inflation was no mean achievement. He had found postage charges crip

pling, e.g., to post one copy of the Chronicle now costs 32-!p inland and even more for 

overseas. Sales of other goods were doing well. This year the Chronicle will be out for 

the St. Andrews celebrations. He thanked the members of the Executive who had 

offered to deliver the Chronicle to Clubs in their areas which would save the Federation 

a great deal of money. 
The Scots Reader had brought in a further £427 in Royalties and Bairnsangs was 

beginning to sell well. £1,000 had been invested from the Reserve Fund m the Scottish 

Literature Fund. The other funds were self explanatory. 
Mr. Wilson, Sunderland 89, queried the £91·10 in the Reserve Fund for the Dundee 

Conference and was told the Dundee Conference Committee had sent a further £100 

and there had been a small exp·ense. 
Mr. Mclldowie, Past President, complimented Mr. Thomson on the presentation of 

the Report and moved adoption. Mr. Cook, Coalsnaughton, 630, seconded and 

proposed that as the tickets and conference papers he had received had cost 32-!p in 

postage, it might save quite a bit if only a receipt were sent to delegates and tickets 

collected on arrival. 
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1975/76 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD 

ORDINARY 
INCOME 

Balance as at lst May, 1976 
1976/77 

£150·00 Deposit Account £163·57 
125-45 49·58 Current Account 

1,282·24 
180·00 

149-62 
10·50 

268·44 
90·80 

5·00 
52·10 

5·28 

0·75 
3·00 
6·15 

12-30 
16·50 

13-30 
13·57 

£2,309·13 
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Annual Subscriptions 
Current .. 
Arrears .. 
Advance .. 
Associate members 

Half Affiliation Fees 
Sales: 

Badges .. 
Bums Check 
Records .. 
Diplomas 
Song Book 
Vignettes .. 
Why, When & Where 
Maps of Heritage Trail 

Family Trees .. 
Burns & Edinburgh 
Hans Hecht 

Donations 
Wreath 
Clubs in Credit 
Distribution of leaflets 
Hire of film .. 
Postage 
Interest on Deposit Account 
Administration 1974/76 (Literature Fund) 

1975/76 (Central Fund) .. 
1976/77 (Literature & Central Funds) .. 

£289·02 

1,238·19 
135·36 
50·00 

213·81 
12·00 

232·84 
218·80 
253·55 
19·90 
20·74 
10·76 
2·19 

14·20 
1-15 
1-50 

24·43 
3·00 

11·24 
8·00 

15·00 
12·83 
20·44 

100·00 
50·00 

100·00 

£3,058·95 



lst MAY 1976 TO 30th APRIL 1977 

FUND 

1975/76 
£28·59 
201·49 

1,028·16 
2·75 

20·00 
126-00 
100·00 

4·25 
17·53 
2·00 

368·28 
5·00 

25·00 

64·20 
9·00 
6-00 

163·57 
125-45 

£2,309·13 

Stationery 
Postages 

EXPENDITURE 

Salary, Nat. Insurance, etc. 
Expenses of Meetings .. 
Audit Fee (1974/75, 1975/76) 
Insurance 
Corporation Tax . . . . 
Allowances to Presidents & Vice Presidents: 

1975/76 .. 
1976/77 .. 

Past President's Badge 
Bank Charges 
Subscription & Donation 
Wreaths 
Badges 
Records 
Song Books 
Diplomas 
Film .. 
Maps .. 
Bums Check 
Hans Hecht .. 
Miscellaneous 
Balance on Deposit Account 

Current Account 

1976/77 
£99·27 
341 ·58 

1,162-39 
39·29 

129-60 
22·50 
43·04 

100'00 
100·00 

18·00 
17-46 
7·00 

10·00 
195·55 
230·00 

36-00 
30·00 

125·51 
32·50 

159·49 

33·93 
125·84 

£3,058·95 
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£18,127·00 
1,211-18 

1,334·54 
189·04 
439·00 

0·51 

225·93 

1,115·00 
77·63 

65·80 
10·50 

£22,796·13 

1975/76 

£12,777·80 
2·73 

800·00 
14·33 

£13,594·86 
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£5·90 
207·00 

7-80 
0·63 

£221 ·33 

SCOTTISH 

INCOME 
Balance as at lst May, 1976: 

£2,230 5 % Treasury Stock 1986/89 (at cost) £18,127·00 
Deposit Account 

Burns Chronicle: 
Sales to Clubs .. 
Sales to Trade 
Advertisements .. 
Chronicle Account Interest 

Royalties on B.F. Song Book 
Royalties on Scots Reader .. 
Declaration of Arbroath 
Donation to Chronicle 
Interest on Treasury Stock .. 
Interest on Deposit Account 
Transferred from Reserve Fund 
Transferred from Central Fund: 

Chronicle Subsidy 1975/76 
Chronicle Subsidy 1976/77 

Sales of Scots Readers 
Sales of Baimsangs .. 
Half Affiliations Fees 
Anderson Wilson Memorial 

Balance as at lst May, 1976 
£1,600 5% Treasury Stock (at cost) 
Deposit Account 

Interest on Treasury Stock .. 
Interest on Deposit Account 

Balance as at lst May, 1976 
Deposit Account .. 
£300 4 % Consolidated Stock .. 
Interest on Stock 
Interest on Deposit Account .. 

375·37 

1,887·88 
236-97 
437-40 

13·03 
45·30 
1·00 

30·10 
1,115·00 

69·32 
996·99 

400·00 
550·00 
106·22 
196-42 
12·00 

£24,600·00 

CENTRAL 

1976/77 

£12,777-80 
794·06 
800·00 

52·00 

£14,423-86 
== 

JOSEPH LAING WAUGH 

£14·33 
207·00 

7-80 
0·93 

£230·06 



LITERATURE FUND 

181 ·92 
25·15 

2,750·31 

572·76 
169·47 
467·50 
100·65 
26·00 

18,127·00 
375·37 

£22,796-13 

FUND 

1975/76 

EXPENDITURE 
Schools Competitions 

Printing Certificates 1974/76 .. 
Printing Certificates etc. 1976/77 
Officials' Expenses 
Officials' Allowances .. 

Burns Chronicle: Printing .. 
Postage .. 

Off-print (Burns & American Revolution) 
Annual Reports 
Postages 1975/76 
Administration: 197 4/7 6 

1976/77 .. 
Editors' Allowance & Expenses 
Fees to Contributors 
Bairnsangs 
Publicity Agent 
Transferred To A. Wilson Fund 
Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 

£23,900 5 % Treasury Stock 1986/89 (at cost) 
Deposit Account 

£23·00 Edinburgh 
Newcastle Statue (Plaque) .. 
Burns House Museum 1975/76 

1976/77 
Administration 1975/76 

1976/77 
Jean Armour Houses 1975/76 

1976/77 
Transfer to Literature Fund Chronicle Subsidy 

1975/76 
1976/77 

Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 
794·06 Deposit Account .. 

12,777·80 £1,600 5 % Treasury Stock 1986/89 (at cost) 

£13,594·86 

MEMORIAL FUND 

Paid to Southern Scottish Counties Burns Ass. 
Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 

£14·33 Deposit Account 
207·00 £300 4 % Consolidated Stock .. 

£221 ·33 

528·00 
455·83 

24·33 
100·00 

3,028·66 
182·24 

28·60 
68·00 
35·47 

100·00 
50·00 

538·08 
204·81 

19,123-99 
131 ·99 

£24,600·00 

1976/77 
£ -

26-13 
50·00 
50·00 
50·00 
50·00 

150·00 
200·00 

400·00 
550·00 

119·87 
12,777-80 

£14,423-86 

£17·16 

5-90 
207·00 

£230·06 
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£1,002·50 
1,132·37 

36-60 
61·61 

86-48 

£2,319·56 

265·58 
1,475·57 

91·86 
14·92 

£1,847·93 
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£8·23 
73·00 
5·00 

140·50 
1·14 

£227-87 

£26-00 
285·50 

2·19 

£313-69 

INCOME 
Balance as at lst May, 1976: 

£1,000 Local Authority Stock (at cost) 
Deposit Account . . . . 
Leeds Conference-Net Surplus 

Dundee Conference .. 
Interest on Deposit Account 
Local Authority Stock 

Interest .. 

RESERVE 

£1,002-50 
256-64 
242·70 
91-10 
44·99 

37·98 

£1,675·91 

OVERSEAS VISITS 

Balance as at lst May, 1976 
Deposit Account 
£1,570·16 Treasury Stock (J. Dyall Memorial) 

Interest on Stock 
Interest on Deposit Account 

Balance as at lst May, 1976: 
Deposit Account 

Donations for Jean Armour Houses 
Donations for Scottish National Dictionary 
To Jean Armour Houses from: 

Burns Federation 1975/76 
Burns Federation 1976/77 
Burns Federation Conference Collection 

Interest on Deposit Account 

Balance as at lst May, 1976: 
Deposit Account 

Donation 
Interest on Deposit Account 

£1,475·57 
372·36 
91·86 
25·02 

£1,964·81 

GENERAL 

£9·37 
128·71 

10·00 

150·00 
200·00 
149·00 

3-70 

£650·78 

ANDERSON 

£313·69 
3·00 

20·55 

£337·24 



FUND 

£287·28 
770·23 

2·50 

256-64 
1,002·92 

£2,319·56 

FUND 

£372·36 
1,475·57 

£1,847·93 

EXPENDITURE 
Transferred to Literature Fund 
Previous Conferences (Expenses) 
Previous Conferences (Deficit) 
Loss on realisation of stock 
Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 

Deposit Account 
Local Authority Stock 

Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 
Deposit Account (including £50 E. Young Memorial) 
£1,570· l 6 Treasury Stock (J. Dyall Memorial) (at cost) 

APPEALS FUND 

£218·50 Paid to Jean Armour 
Paid to Scottish National Dictionary 
Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 

9·37 Deposit Account 

£227-87 

WILSON FUND 

Balance as at 30th April, 1977: 
£313·69 Deposit Account 

£400 9% Treasury Stock 1992/96 (at cost) 

£313·69 

£996·99 

2-50 

676·42 

£1,675·91 

£489·24 
1,475·57 

£1,964·81 

£627·71 
10·00 

13·07 

£650·78 

£23·74 
313·50 

£337·24 
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SCHOOLS REPORT 

Mr. Finlayson said he had been the link between Fred Belford and Jimmy Glass who 
was now taking over although in spite of the address being changed on the schedules 
Fred Belford was still 1egarded by many schools as being the Schools Competitions 
and a large number had been sent to him. 

The numbers taking part this year had been reasonably satisfactory. There had been 
121,000 competitors as against last year's 131,000 but there had been an increase in the 
number of schools from 612 last year to 627. The number of certificates issued had 
increased from 7,300 last year to 7,700. This was quite satisfactory considering the drop 
in the number of children in schools in recent years. There was a swing from written to 
singing and recitation and of the total competitors 20,000 had been in the written section 
and the rest in singing and recitation. 

He said the Federation was tremendously indebted to the Directors of Education 
who undertook to distribute the schedules and papers in their districts and without whose 
help the Federation would be sore pressed to contact all the schools. 

Mr. Glass endorsed Mr. Finlayson's comments on Fred Belford. He had visittd him 
recently and found him busy and Mr. Belford had sent his best wishes to all at the 
Conference. 

Mr. Glass said Albert Finlayson had done all the dirty work for the competitions this 
year and wished him every success in his retirement. 

He said we were indebted to school teachers and heads for the work put in on the 
competitions and the interest shown by them. He wished more Burns Clubs would 
contact their local schools, inform them of the competitions or run competitions of 
their own in the schools. The Federation was always willing to supply certificates for 
such competitions. He would also like clubs to inform him of all such competitions. 

He had also written the Directors of the 12 regions asking for a list of individual 
schools. The examination papers for the 1978 competitions had been prepared by Dr. 
Taylor of Ayr and was ready for the printers. He said they had been most heartened in 
their work by the letters of appreciation they had received from schools. 

Mr. Sutherland, Symington 632, proposed the schools committee approach the Schools 
Council who were dealing with monies available for joint efforts in the schools. Mr. Glass 
said his committee would note this suggestion. 

The report was adopted unanimously. 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

Mr. Mackay had just arrived having left London, where he had been on business, 
that morning. He said the 1978 edition was well in hand and the page proofs had been 
sent back to the printers. It will be ready in time for the St. Andrews Celebrations. It 
would be the same mixture as the last two years but the articles all had Burns connec
tions. 

He said there was plenty happening in the Burns world and he was grateful to those 
who had written to him during the past few months providing material. He was sorry 
he had had to set an earlier deadline for material in order to get the Chronicle out 
before St. Andrews Night, but most people had been co-operative. He had had to refuse 
or postpone publication of material which had arrived too late. 

He proposed that every club might buy one or two extra copies of the Chronicle and 
present them to their local library. 

The report was unanimously approved. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

Mr. R. A. B. McLaren said how much enjoyment he had had, the number of people 
he had met and the pleasure it had been to wear the Chain of Office. He listed the many 
functions and events he had attended as President of the Burns Federation. He had 
written a letter to Her Majesty the Queen on the occasion of her Silver Jubike and had 
received a reply thanking the Federation for their support and best wishes. He had 
done his utmost to tell people of the Federation and its aims and hoped scrr.e of the~e 
clubs would be affiliating in the near future. He thanked his own club and all the others 
who had nominated and elected him to the office. He congratulated the Conference 
Committee on their arrangements for the Conference and the tasteful way they had 
entered the Federation into the world of sponsorship. 

Mr. Abe Train, Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs, was elected President for 
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the year 1977/78 by acclaim. 
Mr. Train said he would fully express his appreciation at the installation ceremony 

later but meantime would like to express appreciation of R. A. B. McLaren's year in 
office as President. He had performed his duties with dignity and maintained the stand
ard set by those who had preceded him and proved our choice last year was the right 
one. Mr. Train had attended various functions with Mr. McLaren and knew what Mr. 
McLaren had done on behalf of the Federation on these occasions. He said he hoped 
Mr. McLaren would be long spared to continue working for this movement and pre
sented him with the Past Presidents' Badge and congratulated him on his efforts and 
success during his term of office. 
Senior Vice-President 

Mr. Albert W. Finlayson elected by acclaim. 
Junior Vice-President 

A ballot was taken for Junior Vice-President, the three nominees being Mr. Sam Gaw, 
Irvine, Mr. John Kidd, Kinross, Mrs. Mollie Rennie, Cambuslang. Mr. Sam Gaw was 
elected by a majority. 
Hon. PresidentJ 

Mr. Dickson Johnson, was elected an Hon. Vice-President in respect of the untiring 
work he had done in the Burns movement and in particular on behalf of the Jean 
Armour Burns Houses. 

Mrs. W. G. Stewart was elected an Hoi.. President in recognition of her work for the 
Burns movement and the many years service she had put in her area. She was unable to 
be present due to the deaths of several members of her family during the past year and 
Mr. Mclldowie undertook to present the Hon. President's badge at a function in their 
area. 
Schools Competitions 

Mr. James Glass el~cted by acclaim. 
Editor 

Mr. James A. Mackay elected by acclaim. 
Secretary and Treasurer 

Mr. J. F. T. Thomson elected by acclaim. 
Motion-Ayrshire Association-'Where there are more than two nominations for 

any post at the annual conference there should be two votes'. 
Mr. Valance moved the motion and said he felt the present method of voting elected 

a President who need not have a majority of the overall votes. 
Mr. Mcintyre moved amendment that added to this motion should be 'unless any

one has a clear majority on the first vote'. 
Mr. Sam Hannah seconded the motion with the amendment added. 
Mr. Reid, Gainsborough 887, said this was getting more like a political organisation 

and we would deteriorate to canvassing about to try to elect people from different 
areas and moved the present system be adhered to. 

Mr. Duncan McSwein, Greenock 21, agreed with the idea but the motion was incom
plete and suggested this sort of thing should be submitted to the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Heselwood, Sheffield 405, 'What happens if you have more than three 
nominees?' 

Mr. Adair Griffin-seconded Gainsborough that present system be adhered to. 
Mr. Arthur Allan, Clumber 922, seconded status quo. 
Mr. Dunwoodie, Whiffiet, moved 'refer to Executive to bring to Conference such 

motion as would suit the case, seconded Mr. McSwein. 
A discussion as to procedure took place and finally after a series of votes it was 

decided to refer to Executive Committee. 
1978 Conference: Mr. George Anderson on behalf of the Glasgow and District 

Burns Association invited the Council to hold the Annual Conference in Glasgow in 
1978. The invitation was accepted. 

1979 Conference: Dr. Jim Connors made a few introductory remarks and invited the 
Council to hold their Annual Conference in London, Ontario, in 1979 and the invitation 
was accepted. He said his club were looking forward with great enthusiasm to 1979 and 
were aware of the honour and responsibility of hosting the 1979 Conference which would 
be the first Conference ever outwith the British Isles. He described a little of the area 
surrounding the proposed Conference centre and gave the secretary a number of 
brochures from the Canadian Tourist Agency. Th-;: Conference will last 4 to 5 days and 
there will be <J choice of 0111" or two weeks stay. 
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Mr. DuD'~an McSwein made a proposal re methods of issuing voting cards and this 
was remitted to the Executive Committee. 

Mrs. Turner was accorded a vote of thanks. 
Mr. McLaren thanked Mr. Thomson for all his help and the Executive for their 

support and everyone throughout the Federation who had shown him so much kindness. 
He also thanked Tom Mcilwraith and his wife for their help and last but not least his 
own wife. 

The meeting was thereby concluded. 

FRIDAY EVENING-Hospitality generous, speeches appropriate, humorous. 
Civic Reception, Dinner and Dance at invitation of Motherwell District Council. 
Chairman: Councillor Vincent Mathieson, J.P. 
Speeches: Address of Welcome, Councillor Vincent Mathieson, J.P. 

Reply, Mr. R. A. B. McLaren, President, The Burns Federation 
Vote of Thanks, Councillor John McCormack, J.P., Vice-Chairman, 

Motherwell District Council 

SATURDAY EVENING: Entertainment delightful, Meal delicious, Speeches enjoyable. 
Annual Conference Dinner and Ceilidh 
Chairman: Abe C. W. Train, President Burns Federation 
Toasts: 'The Queen': The Chairman 

'The Burns Federation': Mr. Hutchison B. Sneddon, O.B.E., J.P. 
Reply: Abe C. W. Train, President 
'The Motherwell District': Mr. Albert W. Finlayson, M.A., F.E.l.S., Senior 

Vice-President 
Reply: Councillor Vincent Mathieson, Chairman Motherwell District Council 
Toastmaster: T. N. Paterson 
Master of Ceremonies: A. Torrance 

SATURDAY: Light Lunch and Afternoon Tea-Hosts: Lanarkshire Association 
Sponsors: Dryboroughs of Scotland. Clydesdale Bank Ltd. 
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CLUB NOTES 

0: KILMARNOCK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held on 25th January in the Civic 

Centre, Kilmarnock. Lord Birsay, K.T., LL.D., proposed the main toast and 
A. M. Gordon proposed the toast to 'The Lasses', to which Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cuthbert replied. 

Other events: The Club held a St. Andrew's Day Dinner on 30th November, 
1976, at which James Scotland, C.B.E., proposed the toast of "Auld Scotia". 
Hugh Moorcroft proposed the toast of "Kilmarnock, Town and Trade", to 
which Philip A. Martin, B.Sc., responded. 

ALASDAIR M. GORDON, 
Secretary. 

2: ALEXANDRIA BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held on 22nd January, 1977, 

with the President, Robert Armstrong in the Chair. The "Immortal Memory" 
was proposed by Mr. Cuthbert Douse, M.B.E. before an appreciative audience 
of 114. Mr. John Barton, Secretary, was presented with a small token of esteem 
and to celebrate the fact that the secretaryship has been in the same family for 
50 years now, his father, the late John Barton, having previously held this 
position. A donation of £20 was sent to the Jean Armour Homes on behalf of the 
Club. 

Other events: A function was held to mark St. Andrew's Night in November, 
1976. One of the highlights of this occasion was the showing of slides of old 
paddle steamers by club member Jimmy Hempstead. A Scotch Night was held 
in March, 1977, when readings and Scottish songs were delivered with the usual 
gusto. It is with much regret that we have to record the passing of the following 
members: Archie Scott, Alec Cunningham, George McAlpine, Davie Morrison 
and Matt Campbell, all of whom were loyal and staunch members of our Club 
for many years. 

5: ERCILDOUNE BURNS CLUB 

ROBERT L. KERR, 
Treasurer. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our annual Burns Supper was held in the 
Red Lion Hotel, Earlston on 21st January, 1977. The President, Mr. J. Irvine, 
was in the Chair. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. Chisholm and carried by 
Mr. T. Darling. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. J. Baxter of 
Lindean. Other toasts and replies were given by Messrs. C. Scott, W. Reid and 
H. Polson and Mrs. Macarthur. 

Other events: A Dinner was held on 26th November, 1976, in honour of 
St. Andrew's Day. The entertainment on this occasion was provided by Mes
dames Currie and Tait and Messrs. G. Moffat, K. Brydon, A. Fairlie, J. Bell, 
W. Foster and H. Elliot. 

(Mrs.) J. IRVINE, 
Secretary. 
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9: ROYALTY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held on 20th January, 1977 in 
the Albany Hotel, Glasgow, with the President, 0. G. Prosser, in the chair. 
The "Immort<>l Memory" was proposed by Inspector John R. Denholm. There 
was an attendance of 432. The Burns Benevolent Appeal by Mr. W. J. Carcary 
raised £480·30 and there was also an anonymous donation of £200 by one of 
our members to be forwarded to Quarriers Homes, Bridge of Weir. 

Other events: Our President attended the Burns Supper in Moscow. The 
St. Andrews Night Dinner was held in the Royal Stuart Hotel, Glasgow and 
was attended by 228 people. Mr. John Cairney was the principal guest and 
speaker. The evening collection for benevolences was £402·50. H. W. G. Kerr 
led the Royalty members to the wreath-laying ceremony at Burns statue in 
George Square. We retained the Grier Trophy at the annual Golf Match against 
the Vintners in September. The Royalty v Thistle Bowling Match was played in 
June. 

10: DUMBARTON BURNS CLUB 

A. EWART, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held in Dumbuck Hotel on 
21st January. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the President, Mr. 
William Caldwell. The annual appeal realised £160 and was donated to the 
Jean Armour Burns Houses, the National Memorial and Burns Homes and the 
Erskine Hospital Burns Supper Fund. 

Other events: The St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in the Queen's Hotel, 
Helensburgh on 26th November. A News Letter was introduced during the 
year for the benefit of members. Committee members held their annual outing 
to the Burns Country in May and visited all the haunts of the Bard. 

J. L. HEMPSTEAD, 

Secretary. 

11: CHESTERFIELD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held on 21st January, 1977 at 
the Station Hotel, Chesterfield. An unforgettable "Immortal Memory" by the 
Rev. James Currie received a standing ovation from a gathering of over 200 
people on a night that will live in the memory for many a long year. 

Other events: The President's Reception and St. Andrew's Ball were both 
very well attended, proving that the Association is in a very healthy state. 

14: DUNDEE BURNS CLUB 

TREVOR CHAPPELL, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the 
President, Mr. J. M. Clarke, at the Dinner, held on Saturday, 22nd January, 
1977. 

Other events: A St. Andrew's Night function was held on Saturday, 27th 
November, 1976 and our annual Club Dinner on Saturday, 19th June. Various 
other social events took place during the year, including the laying of wreaths 
at the Burns statue in Albert Square. Unfortunately one of our oldest members, 
Mr. Jim Gilligan, passed away in April; Jim will be sadly missed. 
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15: BELFAST BURNS ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: A very successful Anniversary Dinner was held 
in the Park Avenue Hotel, Belfast. The guest speaker was the American Vice
Consul, Mr. W. Alan Roy, who gave a brilliant "Immortal Memory". Despite 
the current troubles in "our green and pleasant land" 66 members and guests 
managed to attend; in happier times a couple of hundred would have been an 
average attendance. 

Other e·rents: Summer outing. 

20: AIRDRIE BURNS CLUB 

(Mrs.) MAY WHITE, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The 92nd Anniversary Dinner was held on 21st 
January, 1977, when we had a good attendance. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Inspector James Seymour. Mr. A. H. S. Marshall gave the "Address 
to a Haggis". Vice-President Matt Hood made a speech on "The Auld 
Enemy" (!) and the toast to "The Lasses" was proposed by James Dobbie, 
M.B., Ch.B., M.D. As a result of a raffle the sum of £30 was donated to kidney 
research, a project sponsored by Dr. Dobbie. 

Other events: P. C. Peter Johnstone proposed the toast of "Scotland" at the 
St. Andrew's Dinner on 25th November, 1976, when it was thought we had a 
record attendance. The usual donation to Secondary Schools was made, and 
also a donation to the Jean Armour Burns Homes. The Secretary was honoured 
by an invitation to help adjudicate the Scots poetry recitations held at Chapel
side School, which he himself had attended years ago and maintains an interest 
in. 

MATTHEW P. KIDD, 

Secretary. 

21: GREENOCK BURNS CLUB (THE MOTHER CLUB) 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, the "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by the Very Rev. R. Leonard Small, C.B.E., D.D., who was then 
inducted as our Honorary President for the year, in keeping with a long
established practice. This was our 175th consecutive celebration and the pro
ceedings of the evening did justice to this outstanding achievement. Congra
tulatory messages were received from many sources. It was but in keeping with 
the joyful atmosphere the annual collection on behalf of Burns Charities was 
announced as reaching a new record of £150. 

Other events: The annual St. Andrew's celebrations were held on 30th 
November when Mrs. Marshall of Kilmacolm proposed the main toast of 
"St. Andrew and Scotland". As part of our 175th birthday celebrations a 
church service was held on Sunday, 30th January in the North Kirk, Greenock 
when the Rev. Robert Paterson, M.A., B.D., F.S.A., Scot, preached an intensely 
interesting sermon. 

DUNCAN McSWEIN, 

Secretary. 
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22: EDINBURGH BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Dinner was held at the Royal 
British Hotel, Princes Street, Edinburgh on Monday, 24th January, 1977, when 
the Rev. Ewan Maclean, M.A., proposed the "Immortal Memory". 

Other events: Monthly meetings were held on the first Monday of each month 
during the winter months. 

26: PERTH BURNS CLUB 

HELEN M. MUIR, 

Secretary. 

We have pleasure in reporting the resurrection of a Burns Club which ceased 
to exist in 1939. The Perth Burns Club was reformed on 31st March, 1977, at a 
meeting in the Salutation Hotel, Perth. The meeting was attended by 20 people, 
most of whom became founder members. On applying to the Burns Federation 
for affiliation the Club was given the number 26, held by the former Perth Club 
prior to its disbandment. Mr. John Kidd was elected the first Honorary President 
in recognition of his services to the Burns movement in the Tayside district in 
general, but in particular for his work in reforming the Perth Burns Club. 

WILLIAM BRUCE EDWARDS, 

Secretary. 

35: DALRY BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Chairman, J. Nisbet, proposed the 
"Immortal Memory". 

Other events: The Schools Competition proved an outstanding success, over 
100 children taking part. 

36: ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 

w. D. WALKER, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. George Anderson proposed the "Immortal 
Memory" at the Anniversary Dinner, attended by members and friends, many 
of whom contributed songs and poems of the Bard. The address lo the Haggis 
was given by Miss Flo Munn, who also entertained with readings, both sad and 
humorous. The evening proved eventful for one young American guest, this 
being his first ever Burns Supper. 

Other events: Changes in schools staff made our Schools Competition difficult 
this year and it was not possible to hold our usual schools' evening. 

37: DOLLAR BURNS CLUB 

NAN W. McKENZIE, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On the 28th January, 1977 the "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Cliff Hanley, the well-known author and broad
caster. His native Glasgow wit and oratory coupled with his deep knowledge of 
Robert Burns was much appreciated by the members. Again the Club record for 
a donation to the Jean Armour Burns Homes was smashed. 

Other events: The ever-popular Gala Burns Supper was held on 19th February 
when the ladies graced the event with their presence. Lord and Lady Birsay 
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were the principal guests. The noble Law Lord from Orkney was accorded one 
of the longest standing ovations in the history of the Club for his appreciation of 
Robert Burns. Miss Davina Baird (Clarinda Club 825), Bob Shankland (Cum
nock 45) and two Club stalwarts, Peter Mitchell and Bob Trotter, were made 
Honorary Members. 

40: ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB 

ALEX B. MCIVER, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Over 100 members and friends assembled in the 
Star Room Beach Ballroom on 25th January, 1977 to celebrate the anniversary 
of the Bard's birth, and to listen to the "Immortal Memory" proposed by 
Councillor Henry Rae, Aberdeen District Council. The Address to the Haggis 
was delivered by Vice-President John Gordon, and the reply to the toast of 
"The Lasses" by Mr. A. Noble, Hon. President, was given in rhyme by Mrs. 
Peggy MacKay. A feature of the evening was the large number of overseas 
guests present, including people from New Zealand, Chicago, New York, 
France, Holland and Switzerland. Though a bit bewildered by the north-east 
dialect, our visitors all thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 

Other events: The Club experienced a great loss by the death of Mr. Crawford 
Douglas, Hon. President of the Club. Crawford had been a member of the 
Club for over 20 years, during which time he was continuously in office as a 
member of the Committee, as Vice-President and then President, and finally as 
Hon. President. Hi<> knowledge of Burns and his love for the Bard's works made 
him a tower of strength. He did a tremendous amount of work for the Club and 
his death is a sad blow to all. 

During the year it was decided to present two trophies to Aberdeen Musical 
Festival for competitions in the reading and reciting of Burns' poems by two 
groups of youngsters. The sum of £150 was set aside for this and after purchasing 
the trophies £100 was handed over to the Festival Committee to provide money 
prizes. One of the trophies is engraved ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB-CRAWFORD 
DOUGLAS TROPHY, in memory of our late Hon. President. It is hoped that his 
widow will be able to present the trophy to the winner. 

A company of about 80 met on St. Andrew's Day to hear the address given 
by Councillor George Rose. A very successful Christmas party (free to 
members!) was held in the Royal British Legion Club-rooms at the end of 
December, 1976. 

D. W. CRUICKSHANK. 
Secretary. 

42: STRATHEARN BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Supper was held in the George Hotel, Crieff. 

The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Douglas Rae, Auchterarder, the 
toast to "The Lasses" was made by George Coulson, Comrie and the reply was 
given by Miss Pauline Thornton. 

(Mrs.) GEORGINA B. LOWE, 
Secretary. 
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45: CUMNOCK BURNS CLlJB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On Monday 24th January, 1977 the "Immortal 

Memory" was proposed by the Club President Ian Capperauld, M.B., F.R.C.S. 

Ed. The toast to the Cumnock Club was made by Mr. Donald Mcintyre at very 

short notice, and the toast to "The Lasses" by Robin Hunter. Mr. R. D. 

Hunter, M.B.E. was unanimously elected as an Honorary President of the Club 

in view of his past services to the Club. The dinner was held in the Dumfries 

Arms where the Club was founded in 18 7. There was an attendance of 83 
members. 

Other events: The Club was again invited to supply the ready-made "Burns 

Supper" at the Holiday Inn, Liverpool. As before, the Club supplied the 

speakers, the singers, the accompaniment, piper and haggis. This year Mr. 

President J. Hunter Faulds, C.A., proposed the "Immortal Memory" and past

President William Connell "The Lasses", and past-President James W. McGirr 

"The Drouthie Cronies". 

48: PAISLEY BURNS CLUB 

K. H. McCALL, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: President Jim Graham genially supervised the 

evening's "ongauns". He delivered a striking "Immortal Memory" in which he 

looked at the paradoxes which made up Burns' life-style: a superb piece of 

shrewd sociological analysis. Dr. Archibald Campbell invited us to share his 

great affection for the Edinburgh-born poet, Helen Burnes Cruickshank. The 

Club is fortunate in its musical talent, which was all put to excellent use. 

Other events: Members of the Club had an outing to Auchendrain, near 

Inveraray on June 23rd, to see the work being done by our new President, Hugh 

Crawford, in the archaeological and architectural revival of an 18th century 

village. 

50: STIRLING BURNS CLUB 

R. Y. CORBETT, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Station 

Hotel, Stirling on 21st January. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the 

Marquis of Graham. 
HENRY ROBB, 

Secretary. 

59: GOUROCK JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Dinner wa~ held on Friday, 28th 

January, 1977 in the Bay Hotel, Gourock. The "Immortal Memory" was given 

by Dr. James Conner. 
Other events: The annual Burns Competition was held in Gourock Primary 

School and 61 pupils took part. Eight Burns books were presented to the 

winners. 
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62: CUPAR BURNS CLUB 
Annive1sary Dinner Report: This all-male gathering numbered 215-by far 

the largest gathering so far, which augurs well for the future. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Mr. David Scott of Kirn, Argyll. Musical selections 
were provided by Jimmy Shand, M.B.E. and Jimmy Shand, Jr. while songs were 
rendered by Mr. James Urquhart. 

Other events: A most successful poetry and essay competition was held in the 
early part of the year, ably judged by Mr. R. A. B. McLaren. President of the 
Burns Federation. 

ROBERT W. MACLEOD, 

Secretary. 

68: SANDYFORD BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner and Ball was held in 

the Albany Hotel, Glasgow on Friday, 21st January, 1977, with the Hon. 
President, Dr. H. R. F. MacDonald in the chair. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by W. McRae. Tht> toast to "The Lasses" was given by Allan S. 
Hosie and the reply was made by Mrs. E. Harris. 

69: DUNEDIN BURNS CLUB 

J. s. STEEL, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: In the Savoy Restaurant, Dunedin, on 22nd 
January, 1977, 135 members and friends attended the Burns Anniversary Dinner. 
Special guests included the Canadian High Commissioner, Mr. Clive E. Glover 
and Mrs. Glover and the Mayor and Mayoress of Dunedin, Sir James and Lady 
Barnes. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed most ably by Miss Bertha 
Rawlinson, assisted by Mrs. Lorraine Wilson as soloist. On Sunday, 23rd 
January at 6.30 pm Sir James Barnes placed a wreath on the Burns Statue in the 
Octagon, after which some 60 members proceeded to the evening service in 
First Church, the first minister of which was the Poet's nephew, the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Burns. The lessons at this service were read by the President, Mr. H.J. 
Horrell, and a Vice-President, Mr. S. Forbes. A Burns Anniversary Concert in 
the Concert Chamber of the Dunedin Town Hall was held on Monday, 24th 
January and was attended by approximately 700. 

Other events: On the third Wednesday of each month, concerts are held in 
Burns Hall with an average attendance of 130. Included in the programme of 
these concerts is a talk on Robert Burns by a committee member. From May to 
October additional subsidiary meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month. Members of the Dunedin Burns Club Entertainment Group provided 
entertainment at old peoples' homes, rest homes and hospitals at intervals 
throughout the year. 

J. D. McDONALD, 

Secretary. 

74: NATIONAL BURNS MEMORIAL AND COTTAGE HOMES 
Colonel Bryce M. Knox, M.C., T.D., the Lord Lieutenant of Ayr and Arran, 

accompanied by Mrs. Knox, visited the Homes on 22nd April, 1977 and Mrs. 
Knox met a number of the cottagers. In spite of the appalling weather conditions, 
the visit proved to be a happy and successful event. On Sunday, lst May, 1977 
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Colonel Knox broadcast an appeal on behalf of the Homes on BBC Radio 
Scotland, on the prograirme "The Week's Good Cause". As a result of this 
appeal, many extra donations have been received. 

A. J. CAMPBELL, 

Secretary. 

85: DUNFERMLINE UNITED BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. Frank E. Dobie proposed the "Immortal 
Memory". The Earl of Elgin was in the chair. 

89: SUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB 

C. J. TORRIE, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The annual Anniversary Dinner was held in the 
Roker Hotel, Sunderland, on Tuesday, 25th January, 1977, when 110 members 
and friends gathered in honour of the Immortal Bard. Our President, Mr. 
Malcolm Mair, was in the chair and his Address to the Haggis was one of the 
highlights of the dinner. This year the dinner was followed by a very successful 
dance. Altogether we had a "Grand Nicht". 

Other events: A very successful Ceilidh attended by approximately 220 
members and friends of the Burns Federation, N.E. England Districts, was 
held in the Alitsa Ballroom, Whitley Bay on Thursday, 21st April, 1977. An 
evening of dancing was interspersed with items given by members of the various 
clubs attending. An enjoyable "basket" supper meal was provided. Much of 
the success of the evening was due to the enthusiastic Secretary of the Whitley 
Bay and District Caledonian Society, Miss Jessie Colville. 

95: BOLTON BURNS CLUB 

R. G. WILSON, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2 th January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 
was proposed by Mr. Frederick Sinden. 

Other Events: Seven long evening dances were held during the season and our 
dancing team entertained at over 60's clubs, churches and various charities during 
the winter months. We had a coach tour to "Brantwood", the home of John 
Ruskin at Coniston, and continued to Morecambe afterwards. The weekly 
dancing classes were well attended and literary meetings were held fortnightly in 
the winter months. A Hallowe'en Party and a Christmas Party were held for the 
children of members. 

112: BURNS HOWFF CLUB (DUMFRIES) 

E. FISH, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 
was proposed by Mr. Alex Campbell, Chief Constable of Dumfries and Gallo
way. The Chair was occupied by Mr. Edward J. Harvey, President. Earlier, 
members attended the Annual Memorial Service in St. Michael's Kirk after 
which, at a ceremony at the Mausoleum, the Club's tribute was laid by Mr. 
Campbell. 
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Other events: The Club suffered the grievous loss by the death of several 
members during the year, including Mr. David Miller, Honorary Secretary for 
19 years, Past President of the Club and Honorary President of the Burns 
Federation. 

A full programme of social functions was held during the season, including 
a very successful Ladies' Night Dance in Annan. Parties from other Clubs were 
received by members at the Globe Inn and the President and office-bearers were 
instrumental in the formation of new Clubs in Saudi Arabia and Wigton, 
Cumbria. 

DAVID SMITH, 

Secretc.ry. 

116: GREENLOANING BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. 

Robert Lawrence from Ayrshire. 
Other events: An enjoyable Ladies' Night was held in the Braco Hotel in 

March, 1977, at which the toast of "the Lasses" was proposed by Mr. D. J. 
Mclldowie, J.P., former President of the Club and Past President of the Burns 
Federation. The reply to the toast was made by Mrs. J. Y. Q. Stevenson, wife of 
one of our committee members. 

126: FALKIRK BURNS CLUB 

NORMAN URE, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Some 110 people attended the annual dinner, at 
which the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. William Muirhead. 

G. INGLIS MCAULAY, 

Secretary. 

149: ELGIN BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1977, a capacity audience of 

members and guests was present to hear the Rev. James Currie of Dunlop, 
Ayrshire propose the "Immortal Memory". Mr. Currie was made an Honorary 
Member of the Club. Shortly afterwards, when Elgin City went to lbrox to 
meet Glasgow Rangers in the Cup ("we wuz robbed"), it is averred that this 
noted Ranger~ Supporter was loudly cheering for Elgin. 

WILLIAM D. G. CHALMERS, 

Secretary. 

152: HAMILTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Centenary Dinner of the Club was held on 

25th January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the President, 
Mr. James K. Borland, L.D.S., R.F.P.S. and the toast "The Hamilton Burns 
Club" by the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, D.L., J.P., M.A. 

Other events: About 100 pupils from the Hamilton secondary schools par
ticipated in the annual Scottish Literature Competition, and prizes were presented 
by the Club. 

WILLIAM L. GOLD, 

Secretary. 
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173: IRVINE BURNS CLUB 
Anniverrnry Dinner Report: The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 

President William Cowan at the 151st Annual Celebration. 
Other events: The annual wreath-laying service took place at the Moor after 

morning worship, with the Rev. E. T. Hewitt of Newmilns delivering a wonderful 
oration. Both events were well attended by members of the other Irvine Burns 
Clubs. A successful fund-raising Barn Dance and a very happy St. Andrew's 
Night, with Cliff Hanley proposing 'Scotland', were the highlights of the season. 
This has also been a very busy year in the Museum. ANDREW Hooo, 

Secretary. 

192: AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 
Quarterly meetings of the Association were held at Irvine, Ayr, Alloway and 

Mauchline, and in each case hospitality was provided by the host club. The 
annual church service was held at St. Andrew's North Church, Kilmarnock 
when the service was conducted by the Minister, Mr. Allan, assisted by Mr. 
James Miller, the Session Clerk. The Association was well represented at the 
Leglen Wood Service and the wreath-laying ceremony at Ayr. An increase was 
made in the prizes for singing and reading the works of Robert Burns at the 
Ayrshire Music Festival and the John M. Irvine Prize at Kilmarnock and St. 
Joseph Academies. ROBERT KIRK, 

Secretary. 

197: WINNIPEG BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Annual Burns Supper was held on January 

25th, 1977 with John D. Barbour in the chair. Alex Cross, Past President and 
Life Member, gave the Address to a Haggis, after Lt. Col. A. R. Maciver, our 
Chaplain said Grace. The "Immortal Memory" was toasted by Dr. J. H. 
McBeath whose professional career included degrees from Edinburgh Univer
sity, academic institutions in Britain and honours from various American 
universities. Greetings were sent and received from many Burns Clubs abroad, 
especially in Scotland. John Barbour was presented with an honorary life
membership certificate, accompanied by the singing of "He's a Jolly Good 
Fellow". Attendance at the Burns Supper was 149-our highest in recent years. 

Other events: An outstanding event in our calendar was John Cairney's 
performance of the Robert Burns Story on 15th March before an audience of 
over 300. We were very glad to sponsor this great entertainment. This one-man 
show is a tour-de-force of sharp perception and faultless execution. We are part 
of the life of Burns from the beginning to the very end. Time and again the 
audience became part of the performance as they sang one after another of the 
old songs. After Cairney the actor was thanked by a succession of Scottish 
ladies and gentlemen for the evening that brought them all much laughter and 
tears, Burns returned and waited. The audience sang "O Canada" in sweet 
unison. "Simply grand and moving", said Cairney the actor in tribute. "But'', 
added Robert Burns, "Must you sing the other thing?" He reminded us of his 
championing of the French Revolution and the American Independence move
ment. In spite of these remarks the audience then sang "God Save the Queen" 
with equal fervour. 

Haste ye back indeed, John Cairney. And please bring your friend! 
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198: GOREBRIDGE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Club held its Anniversary Dinner in Vogrie 

Hall on 29th January, 1977. The toast to the "Immortal Memory" was proposed 
by the Rev. Alexander Sutherland, President of Symington Burns Club 632, 
who gave a very full and constructive oration on the works of Robert Burns. 
The toast to "The Lasses" was proposed by B. McGuff, Hon. President of the 
Burns Federation, and ably answered by Mrs. Olive Sutherland, Secretary of 
Symington Burns Club. A very full and varied programme was carried out by 
members of the Club. The vote of thanks to the artistes was proposed by Mr. 
Sam Gaw, Executive Member of the Burns Federation. The evening concluded 
with a dance for our members. 

Other events: The Club held their St. Andrew's Night in the club premises. 
The toast to St. Andrew was proposed by T. D. Mcilwraith, Federation Rep
resentative from Edinburgh Burns Clubs Association. The Burns Federation 
quarterly meeting was held in Club premises on 19th June as guests of Gore
bridge Burns Club. The literature Competitions were held in our three primary 
schools. The Club donated 22 book prizes as well as a wrist watch to the over
all winner. The Children's Burns Supper was held in Gorebridge Primary 
School. The Song and Verse Competition was held, with the winners going 
forward to the E. D. & B.C.A. Competition. 

217: ESKDALE BURNS CLUB 

ALEXANDER LAW, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Reports: The Club's Anniversary Supper was held on 
28th January, 1977 in the Eskdale Hotel. Mr. Alex Campbell, Chief Constable 
of Dumfries and Galloway, was our principal guest. During the evening Mr. 
Andrew Jeffrey, Vice-President of the Club, conferred life membership on Mr. 
John Elliot for all his services to the Club. In his remarks, the President, Mr. 
Arthur Elliot, paid tribute to the late Matt Ewart who had been associated with 
the Club for many years. 

Other events: A St. Andrew's Night social was held and Mr. Robert Craig, 
a past auditor of the Club, proposed the toast to our patron saint. 

226: DUMFRIES BURNS CLUB 

SHEENA T. ELLIOT, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1977 the customary wreath 
was placed on the Burns Statue opposite Greyfriars Church, Dumfries. Mem
bers of the Club attended divine worship at St. Michael's Church in the afternoon. 
Following the service the President presided at the wreath-laying ceremony. 
The Provost of Nithsdale, Mr. Frank Young, and other representatives of the 
District and of Dumfries and Galloway Region, as well as office bearers and 
members of other Burns clubs in Dumfries, attended. In the evening the Presi
dent chaired the annual dinner. The toast of the "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Sheriff Robert Reid, Q.C., Sheriff Principal of South Strathclyde, 
Dumfries and Galloway, who has since been translated to be Sheriff Principal of 
Glasgow and Strathkelvin. The toast of "Town and Trade" was proposed by 
Sir John Keswick, K.C.M.G., and the reply was given by Provost Frank Young. 
The Secretary proposed the toast of the "Lasses" and the reply was given by 
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Miss Anne O'Brien whose grandfather, David O'Brien, was President of the 
Club from 1939 to 1944. The music was provided by Mr. John Hastings and 
Mrs. Catherine Ratcliffe, accompanied by Mrs. Lockhart Frain-Bell and Mr. 
James Kerr recited "Tam O' Shanter". 

Other events: The Club also observed St. Andrew's Tide on Saturday, 27th 
November, 1976 by holding an informal gathering. Mr. Irving Miller, a former 
President of the Club delighted the company with a talk on the Kailyard poets. 
Songs were provided by Mrs. M. Keachie and Mr. John Hastings, accompanied 
by Mrs. Frain-Bell. Mr. William Bell provided the music for dancing. 

JottN A. C. McFADDEN, 
Secretary. 

239: HAWICK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner was held on Friday, 

28th January, 1977, under the chairmanship of Mr. H. Sprews, the Club Presi
dent. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. R. W. Muir, B.V.M.S., 
M.R.C.V.S. The company were entertained by Messrs Ingles, Armstrong, 
Tuton, Peden and Knox. 

Other events: The annual Burns Essay and Art Competition at Trinity 
Primary School, sponsored by the Hawick Burns Club, was won by Linda 
Whillans (Art) and Janet Muir (Essay). Cornet Haig Hinton and his Lass and 
principal Followers were entertained in the Club lounge on Friday, 4th June. 
The Cornet and Lass were presented suitable gifts to mark the occasion. 

252: ALLOWAY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 

William Graham M.A. of Ayr and Past-President of the Ayr Burns Club and 
author of That Ye Inherit and Twa-Three Sangs and Stories. 

Other events: In October we had a very interesting film show by courtesy of 
the Clydesdale Bank Ltd. One of the films shown was about the West of Scotland 
and part of Alloway Burns Club's 1975 Annual Supper was included in this 
film. Our St. Andrew's Night Entertainment was a talk by the Rev. E. T. 
Hewitt, M.A. of Loudoun Old Parish Church, followed by musical items. In 
February, 1977 we had the Annual Concert given by the pupils of Alloway 
Primary School, which enabled the Club to donate the sum of £45·91 to the 
Scottish National Dictionary Association. The usual prizes were presented to 
the winners of the Burns Competition in Alloway Primary School. 

In March we had a very successful Hostess Whist Drive, and the Annual 
General Meeting in April finished our session. The Leglen Wood service, 
wreath-laying ceremony at Burns Statue in Ayr and the annual Church Service 
were all well attended by officials and members of the Club. 

GEORGE A. BRYAN, 
Secretary. 

263: GLASGOW MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1977, the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Bro. John H. R. Patterson, P.M. Lodge "Robert Burns" No. 
440. 

Other events: The St. Andrews and Ladies' Night address was given by Bro. 
John Hamilton, J.V.P. of the Glasgow and District Burns Association. The 
Children's Verse Speaking Competition was held on 26th March and the 
annual bus outing took place to Kirkoswald. FRANK BEAUMONT, 

Secretary. 
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274: TROON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by our President, A. J. Fraser. 
Other events: At the St. Andrew's Night function the address was given by 

Sir David Cuthbertson, C.B.E., M.D. Book prizes were donated to the winners 
of the School Burns Competitions. 

GEORGE WELSH, 
Secretary. 

275: AYR BYRNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by Provost Ernest Robertson, O.B.E., J.P. of Dumfries. 170 members 
and friends were in attendance. 

Other events: The Rev. George R. Gilchrist was principal speaker at the 
St. Andrew's Night held on 30th November, 1976. Our summer outing was to 
Pollok House and Calderpark Zoo, Glasgow, in ideal weather. In February we 
had our annual Concert in St. Andrew's Church Hall and were entertained by 
pupils of the Ayr schools. 

ROBERT CUTHBERTSON, 
Secretary. 

284: PHILADELPHIA NORTH-EASTERN BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: A total of 101 members and friends attended 

the Annual Burns Dinner on 22nd January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Charles Hill, the Address to a Haggis was recited by James M. 
Lindsay, and Scottish Singers under the leadership of Tom Paton presented a 
medley of Scottish songs. 

Other events: We regret to announce that Past President Alexander 
MacDonald, a native of Glasgow, passed away on 4th May, 1977. Two years 
ago Alex had been presented with his Fifty Year Medal; for thirty of those 
years he acted as Secretary of the Club. 

The Joint Committee of Philadelphia Burns Club and its Ladies Auxiliary 
(No. 453) met twice during the year. Under its auspices a Cake and Pie Sale, a 
Jumble Sale and the Annual Sale of Scottish Calendars were held. We accepted 
an invitation from the Royal British Legion, Philadelphia branch, Haig House, 
Philadelphia, to attend their Annual Memorial Service on the first Sunday in 
June at Northwood Cemetery, Philadelphia. President Helen H. Abernethy of 
the Ladies Auxiliary and President Douglas Mackay placed a wreath at the 
Cross of Sacrifice. 

REV. JOHN H. LEITCH, S.T.D., 
Secretary. 

293: NEWCRAIGHALL WELFARE "POOSIE NANSIE" CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Burns Supper was held in the "Klondyke 

Seam", Newcraighall Welfare Social Club. The oration on Burns was given by 
Mr. George Flockhart, a Past President of the Club, and all members congra
tulated Mr. Flockhart on the splendid way in which he described the works of 
Burns. The rest of the programme was rendered by members of the club and 
consisted of poems and songs by Burns. Entertainment was also provided by 
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our Hon. Piper and some of our visitors who all thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
Other events: Our annual game of bowls was played in July against Niddrie 

Bowling Club, the latter winning the Burns Shield by one point. The competition 
for the Kelly Shield was held in August and was won by our member John 
Dowell. 

ROBERT HENDRY, 
Secretary. 

307: EDINBURGH AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 

John Pollock, Secretary of the Educational Institute of Scotland. 
Other events: The events held in the last year included A Rockin' (whist 

drive), an Ayrshire Evening-an illustrated talk on Burns given by Mr. J. 
Robertson of Bathgate Burns Club, a conducted tour of Old Cramond and a 
Ramble and Barbecue at Thornton Farm, Rosewell by courtesy of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hunter. 

310: MAUCHLINE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: At the 54th Annual Celebration the "Immortal 

Memory" was proposed by R. S. Allan, O.B.E., B.E.M. who, at very short 
notice, replaced the Rev. James Currie. Fifteen-year-old Colin Barr piped in 
the haggis and £45 was collected for the Burns House Museum. A second 
Burns Dinner was held for B.B.C. Television as part of a documentary on 
Burns to be shown in 1978. Hon. Member David Daichesjoined the cronies for 
this special occasion. 

Other events: The Club changed its venue to the Jean Armour Restaurant 
where meetings are now held fortnightly from October to April. The Club came 
into close contact with the B.B.C., both radio and television. The Secretary 
acted as guide to broadcaster John Lees on his peregrinations "from Lerwick 
to Lauder. Several members also took part in the programme "A Matter of 
Opinion". 

DAVID J. LYELL, 
Secretary. 

314: SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB (EDINBURGH) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Supper was held in the Kintore 

Rooms on Saturday, 22nd January, when the Rev. H. C. M. Eggo, M.A., T.D., 
F.S.A. Scot., gave the "Immortal Memory". 

Other events: On 7th August, 1976 the Annual Outing took place to Callander 
via South Queensferry, Blackness Castle and the Ochil Hills. Monthly meetings 
were held from October to April with talks on Burns and other Scottish subjects. 
Colour slides of Scotland and overseas countries were also shown. 

(Mrs.) JESSIE A. BRUCE, 
Secretary. 

323: KIRKCUDBRIGHT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by the Rev. David McFarlane from Peebles, at the Anniversary 
Dinner held in the Royal Hotel, Kirkcudbright. 
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336: PETERHEAD BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: President of the 151st Supper was Mr. Kenneth 

Dron, Rector of Brechin High School. Mr. T. J. Smith received a presentation 
in recognition of his 22 years' service as Coupier to the Club. His successor, Mr. 
James Nicol, demonstrated his ability to maintain the high standard of his 
predecessor. J. M. SMITH, 

Secretary. 

340: BALERNO BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Rev. David Ogston, Chaplain of the Club, 

proposed the "Immortal Memory" at the annual Burns Supper held in Balerno 
Village Hall on Saturday, 22nd January. He made a number of interesting 
observations on Burns' style of writing, particularly his ability to condense much 
into a small space and his use of a verse form which could be traced back to 
Hebrew literature. 

Other events: The children of the primary grades had their Burns Song and 
Verse Competition in Deanpark School, Balerno. They also participated in the 
Essay, Literature and Art Competitions. Primary 7 competed in the Edinburgh 
and District Song and Verse Competitions, winning second place in both sec
tions. The schoolchildren also had their own Burns Supper. The Club also 
held a "Nicht wi' the Lasses", a supper and dance in the Kestrel Inn, Balerno on 
Friday, lst April, 1977-the first event of its kind to be held for seventy years. 

WILLIAM M. SHANKS, 
Secretary. 

346: OAKBANK MOSSGIEL BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The annual Burns Supper was held in Oak bank 

Institute on 21st January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Mr. Gordon Hay, Midcalder. ELIZABETH WALKER, 

Secretary. 

349: HOWFF BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held in the Marnock Suite on 

Friday, 28th January. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. F. Todd, 
President of the Busbiehill Burns Club. 

Other events: On Sunday, 23rd January several members of the Club attended 
the church service in St. Andrew's Church, Kilmarnock, organised by the 
Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. On Tuesday, 25th January a wreath was 
laid on behalf of the Howff by Past President Mr. S. Hannah, at Burns Statue in 
Ayr. (Mrs.) E. GLASS, 

Secretary. 

350: MARKINCH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Dinner was held in Laurel Bank 

Hotel on Friday, 21st January, 1977, with Mr. David Shearer in the Chair. A 
company of 79 heard the "Immortal Memory" proposed by Mr. J. Johnston of 
St. Andrews. The evening was voted a great success. 

Other events: The Committee heard the pupils of Markinch Primary School 
recite the poems of the Bard, and four prizes were donated. 

B. J. D. WIGHTON, 
Secretary. 
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360: LOCHEE BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January the "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by the Rev. J. Mackay Nimmo, M.A. The Haggis was addressed by 
Mr. C. Bowman, and the principal guest of honour was Mr. Charles Farquhar, 
Lord Provost of Dundee. Over 100 members and guests of the Club were 
entertained by speakers and singers of Burns' works. 

Other events: Club members entertained the residents of the Old Folks' 
homes in the a1ea in celebration of the Bard's anniversary. Meetings have been 
held every week over the past year and a varied selection of speakers and singers 
has entertained our members. 

Our Ladies Section, who meet every month, had a very successful year, 
completing their good deeds by raising the sum of £200 for the Brittle Bones 
Society. Our Ladies President sends the following note which seems appro
priate in this age of Women's Lib! It is a quotation from the Address by Miss 
Fontelle in 1792, on which Burns made some highly complimentary comments: 

'While Europe's eye is fixed on mighty things, 
The fates of Empires and the fall of Kings, 
While Quacks of State must each produce a plan, 
And even children lisp the Rights of Man, 
Amid this mighty fuss just let me mention, 
The Rights of Woman merit some attention." 

GEORGE VALENTINE, 

Secretary. 

366: LIVERPOOL BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held on Saturday, 22nd January, 
1977 in St. George's Hotel, with an excellent attendance of members and 
friends. The Haggis was piped in with all honours and addressed by the President 
of the Club, Mr. Keith Cleary. We were very pleased to welcome the Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Liverpool, and Mr. and Mrs. James Inglis from 
Yorkshire. Mr. Inglis gave a very knowledgeable toast to the "Immortal 
Memory". 

Other events: The usual socials and club evenings were held, and a variety of 
speakers gave talks on widely varying cultural subjects. Our Burns Evening was 
a great success when Colonel Armstrong gave a most interesting talk on build
ings, monuments and landmarks connected with Burns and illustrated this with 
some lovely slides. It is with great regret that we have to announce the death of 
one of our long-serving members, a Past President and a Vice President of the 
Club-Miss C. M. Hutcheon, after a long illness. 

MARGARET J. BROWNLIE, 

Secretary. 

370: DUNDONALD BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The annual celebration and dinner was held in 
the Castle Hotel, Dundonald, when the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Mr. R. McCall of Kilmarnock. 

Other events: Another successful St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in 
November, when the toast "Scotland" was proposed by Mr. James Hunter 
Blair of Blairquhan. An exchange visit with Mauchline Burns Club and an 
evening at the Club rooms of Irvine Burns Club were also held during the 
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season. It is also pleasing to report that the Club's monthly meetings are all 
well attended and that there is a waiting list of candidates for membership. 

377: KILBIRNIE ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB 

ROBERT KIRK, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The toast of the "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by President Tom Smith and the toast to "The Lasses" was proposed 
by John Jamieson of Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club. As a deviation from 
the normal Burns' works, a theatrical presentation was staged of "Death and 
Dr. Hornbook", "Tam o' Shanter" and "Willie Brew'd a Peck o' Maut". 

Other events: The usual monthly meetings were held in the winter. Mr. Bob 
Shankland from Irvine Burns Club was guest speaker at our final evening which 
was attended by about 70 people, including members of the Irvine and Griffin 
Burns Clubs. The annual Hallowe'en Dance, Bothy Nicht and Schoolchildren's 
Competition were well up to the usual high standard. 

w. J. SMITH, 

Secretary 

378: EDINBURGH DISTRICT BURNS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
The Association was well represented in the annual Verse and Song Competi

tion. Members attended the annual wreath-laying ceremony at the Burns 
Monument in Regent Road. The Monument was opened during the Summer 
months and was manned during the International Gathering of the Clans which 
took place in May 1977. We note that work is still in progress on the renovation 
of the monument by Edinburgh District Council. 

A. HENDERSON LAING, 
Secretary. 

393: ANNAN LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 27th January the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by Mrs. J. Beck of Brydekirk. The Dinner was held in the Corner 
House Hotel, Annan. Pipe-Major Walter Cowan piped in the Haggis which 
was addressed by Mr. Jim Jackson. 

Other events: A full programme of events was held during the season, includ
ing a Hallowe'en Party. Jim Jackson was the guest speaker on St. Andrew's 
Night. A Coffee Evening was held in October and over 100 attended, helping 
to boost the Club's funds for the celebration of its Golden Jubilee in February 
1978. A very successful Christmas Party was also staged in December 1976, and 
a Social Evening was held in March, in The Bruce and The Sneddon Band 
respectively. At the first social, Mrs. Hurt gave a talk on her visit to Moscow. 
An evening outing to Maxwelton House, home of "Annie Laurie", took place 
on 15th June, 1977. 

(Mrs.) s. KNIGHT, 
Secretary. 

401: BRIG-EN' (WAVERLEY) BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held in the Waverley Hotel, 

Dumfries on 28th January, 1977. The toast of the "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed in excellent fashion by Mr. Frank Crosbie. The toast to "The Lasses" 
was given by Mr. John Paterson and the reply was made by Mrs. Moira Thomson. 
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403: FRASERBURGH BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. Douglas Henderson, M.P. for East Aber

deenshire, proposed the "Immortal Memory" at the dinner on 22nd January, 
1977. The toast to "The Lasses" was proposed by Mr. George A. MacRae, 
LL.B. and the response by Alex Caldwell. 

426: SAUCHIE BURNS CLUB 

ROBERT WATT, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. William Snaddon, the Club President, was 
in the Chair over an attendance of more than 90 members and friends. Mr. 
James McAra of Alva gave a very inspiring and interesting oration on the 
"Immortal Memory". Toasts to "The Lasses" and "Kindred Clubs" were very 
well received and a most enjoyable evening was spent. 

Other events: The Annual General Meeting and Social Evening took place on 
22nd October, 1976. The Annual Dance was held on Saturday, 6th November, 
1976. Both functions were well attended and their success was fully appreciated. 

DAVIDS. ROBERTSON, 
Secretary. 

437: DUMFRIES LADIES NUMBER ONE 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. William McJannet, M.A., B.Com., pro

posed the "Immortal Memory" at the Dinner which was very well attended. 
Other events: Attendance at the monthly meetings is very good, and the 

Burns' readings continue to be a main feature. The annual outing consisted of 
a visit to Ayr and was rounded off with a night at the theatre. As usual, Christ
mas gifts were given to our Senior Members and also a donation to Dumfries 
Musical Festival. Members attended the anniversary service at St. Michael's on 
25th January, when the President laid a wreath on our behalf. 

E. KIRKLAND, 
Secretary. 

443: BURNS CLUB OF VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner was held at Holyrood 

House, Victoria, B.C. on 21st January with 135 members and friends in atten
dance. The "Immortal Memory" tribute was rendered by Professor F. Leslie of 
the University of Victoria. Vancouver Island Scottish Country Dancers gave 
a display of dancing under the direction of Mrs. F. Claremont. Solos were 
sung by Miss Marie Logan and Mrs. Norma Cox and the musical programme 
arranged by accompanist Mr. Stuart Walker. The Haggis Bearer was Mr. J. H. 
Marrs and the Address to the Haggis was given by Mr. H. Ross, Honorary 
President. The piper was Mr. H. Campbell Small and Mrs. Fred D. Mulholland 
presided. 

Other events: During the month of July members and friends enjoyed a bus 
outing to the town of Duncan and Maple Bay on Vancouver Island, with 
luncheon at the Tzhouhalem Hotel, Duncan. In January Mrs. Fred D. Mul
holland, Club President, gave a talk on Victoria Television, assisted by soloist 
Mrs. Norma Cox and accompanist Mr. Stuart Walker, during which the activi
ties of the Burns Club were reviewed. Also in January Miss Yvonne H. Steven
son, author of Burns and His Bonnie Jean and the then Secretary of the Club, 
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gave a half-hour talk on the Songs of Robert Burns which was subsequently 
re-broadcast on four separate occasions due to popular demand. Miss Steven
son was a guest speaker on a "Meet the Victoria Author" series of talks spon
sored by the Greater Victoria Public Library and was also interviewed on a 
local television literary programme featuring Canadian authors and their 
books. Miss Stevenson relinquished the office of Secretary at the end of the 
1976-77 season and was presented with a certificate conferring Life Membership. 

(Mrs.) R. EBDON, 
Secretary. 

453: NORTH-EASTERN BURNS CLUB LADIES AUXILIARY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1977 our annual Burns 

Dinner was held with a good attendance. Already plans are well in hand for 
the next Anniversary Dinner, scheduled for 21st January, 1978. A very success
ful Pie and Cake Sale featuring Scottish products and home-made cakes was 
held in April. 

Other events: A most enjoyable dinner was held on 20th May to celebrate the 
Club's 50th anniversary. We had the pleasure of welcoming two of our Charter 
Members, Mrs. Georgine Comley (a Past President of the Auxiliary now 
making her home in Florida) and Mrs. Lilias Tucker, who held office in the 
Auxiliary for many years and who is a long-time resident of Philadelphia. 

MARY C. CHRISTIE, 
Secretary. 

461 : LEICESTER CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: As the Leicester Caledonian Society was formed 

through the meeting of friends to celebrate Burns Night and was founded in 
1877, it was decided to make the main celebration take place as near to the 
Birthday as possible. Nearly 300 members and friends attended the Centenary 
Dinner on 29th January, 1977 and a separate report on the proceedings appears 
on page of 44 this Chronicle. Seven Past Presidents and many of our oldest 
members were present, including Mrs. M. C. Young, born when the Club was a 
mere eight year-old. The Rev. E. Marvin from Sheffield proposed the toast to 
the "Immortal Memory" and the Haggis was piped in by Mr. I. D. lnsch. After 
the speeches, songs, recitations and violin solos, the company rounded off the 
evening by dancing till 2 a.m. 

J. M. CRITTING, 
Secretary. 

462: CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This year's Dinner was a most enjoyable 

occasion. It was held at the Carlton Hotel, Cheltenham and both food and 
entertainment were excellent. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Mr. Alec Galloway; Mr. Robert Torrance proposed the toast to "The Lasses" 
and this was replied to by Mrs. Sheilah Morrison. 

Other events: We began our season with a Ceilidh and followed this at the 
appropriate times with a St. Andrew's Dinner, Hogmanay Party and Burns 
Supper. Scottish Dance enthusiasts enjoyed a Highland Ball and there have 
been a number of smaller events in our calendar. 

PEGGY AITKENHEAD, 
Secretary. 
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494: MOTHERWELL UNITED SERVICES BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 26th January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Mr. Alexander Philip, Jr. To complete a family night, his two 
brothers also took part in the proceedings. A donation was made to the Burns 
Federation in aid of the 1977 Conference funds, to be held in Motherwell. 

Other events: Regular monthly meetings are held, in which the members of 
the Club take an active part. The annual bus run was due (at the time of writing) 
to take place on 29th August to the Burns Country. Other events in the Club's 
schedule include a St. Andrew's Night dance. 

503: DUNBLANE BURNS CLUB 

JOHN ADDIE, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner took place on 19th January, 1977 
when the toast of the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Professor T. Dunn 
of Stirling University. The other toasts of the evening were of the usual very 
high standard and a most successful occasion was enjoyed by a large company. 

Other events: A very successful Coffee Morning in April 1977 raised the sum 
of £50 for Club funds. 

T. M. TURNBULL, 
Secretary. 

511: PERTH (W.A.) ROBERT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: 78 members and friends attended the Anniversary 

luncheon, when the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Jock Spence, 
Secretary of the Scottish Union. 

Other events: The Club held a very successful Christmas luncheon and Guest 
Afternoon. 

516: THE AIRTS BURNS CLUB 

JANET RUSSELL, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Burns Supper was held on Saturday, 
22nd January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. J. Stanley 
Cavaye, J.P., a Past President of the E.D.B.C.A. 

Other events: A St. Andrew's Night function and a bus outing to Hawick were 
the principal events of the season, which also included monthly dances. 

WALTER M. MUIR, 
Secretary. 

523: THE HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
The principal event of the year was the Centennial Ball which was held at the 

Sydney Town Hall on lst July, 1977. The Ball was officially inaugurated by the 
principal Guest of Honour, Mr. James Henderson, accompanied by Mrs. 
Henderson. Highpeint-ef the evening was the Debut of 26 Bonnie Lassies, 
escorted by 26 Braw Lads in full Highland dress. Our Flower Girl, Kirsten 
Moar and Page Boy, Peter Hogg, both aged five, led the Matron of Honour, 
Miss Dorothy Lambert. Over 900 people attended the Ball, including the 
Chiefs and Presidents from the Kindred Scottish Societies, making this a most 
colourful and truly memorable occasion. 
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5 30 : SOUTHERN SCOTTISH COUNTIES BURNS ASSOCIATION 
We regret to record the death of Mr. B. Miller, Vice-President of the Southern 

Scottish Counties Burns Association. He was Secretary of the Dumfries Howff 
Burns Club for 19 years and an Honorary President of the Burns Federation. 
We have also lost Mr. W. Rodger, Treasurer of the Howff Club for many years. 
Both men rendered valuable service to the Burns' movement. 

Representatives from Burns clubs attended the anniversary service in St. 
Michael's Church, Dumfries on 25th January, 1977 and the wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Mausoleum. On 21st July, 1976 a commemorative ceremony 
took place at the Brow Well when the oration was given by Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, 
M.B.E., Secretary of the Burns Federation. The wreath was laid by Ex-Provost 
Ernest Robertson, O.B.E. Eighteen schools submitted 2,502 entries in our 
Schools Competition and about 60 prizes, to the value of £72, were donated. 
Quarterly meetings were held in the Globe Inn, Dumfries and were well attended. 

(Mrs.) MARY SHEARER, 
Secretary. 

559: COVENTRY AND DISTRICT CALEDONJAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner was held at the Manor 

Hotel, Meriden (the Centre of England) on 21st January, 1977, with the Presi
dent, Mr. G. Johnstone in the Chair. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed 
by a "Galloway Shepherd". Mr. G. Hogg held his audience spellbound for 
35 minutes during which time he expounded on the strengths and weaknesses 
of the Bard, including his pet loves and hates so eloquently expressed in his 
works. Those who were present were privileged to listen to such an authority on 
Burns, the like of whom is rare in the present age. The toast to the City of 
Coventry was proposed by Mr. Jack Scobie, Past President and the Lord Mayor, 
Councillor R. Loosley, replied on behalf of the City. 

Other events: The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held at Bedworth Civic 
Hall on 27th November, 1976. The raffle raised the sum of £67·50 which, by 
tradition, was handed over to the Secretary of the Royal Caledonian Schools 
who honoured us with his presence. He was accompanied by his successor, 
Captain R. E. Wilson. R. DAVIES, 

Secretary. 
561: LONDON (ONTARIO) BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Guest Speaker at the Annual Dinner and 
Ball on 29th January, 1977 was J. F. T. Thomson, M.B.E., Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Burns Federation. Although south-west Ontario experienced 
the worst weather in recorded history approximately 500 persons were in 
attendance. Mr. Thomson was presented with an original Eskimo sculpture and 
a book of poems by our local bard, Danny Hunter, published by the Club. 

Other events: On 2nd May, 1977 the Club presented Kenneth McKellar in 
concert; with Helen McArthur and a full supporting cast he provided a very 
enjoyable evening for over 1,600 local and area residents. Plans are complete 
(at the time of writing) for yet another concert on Sth September, 1977, featuring 
Andy Stewart, who has also consented to be our next Guest Speaker, at the 
Burns Supper on 28th January, 1978. The Club is honoured and looks forward 
to hosting the 1979 Federation Convention. Planning is now well in hand and 
we sincerely hope that as many members as possible throughout the Federation 
and affiliated clubs can attend. IAN C. TURNER, 

Secretary. 
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566: SCOTTISH SOCIETY AND BURNS CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our annual Burns Supper was held on 28th 

January, 1977 at the Wentworth Hotel, Sydney, with a record attendance of 
365 members and friends. Our guests of honour were Sir Alan Watt, Kt., 
C.B.E., and Lady Watt. Sir Alan replied to the toast "Land of our Adoption" 
and gave us a very interesting talk on his life and career as Ambassador to 
Russia and Japan. The oration was given by the Rev. James Donaldosn, 
Chaplain to Knox Grammar School, Sydney, and the Toastmaster was again 
Mr. John Begg, who was recently appointed our President. 

Other events: On 16th May, 1976 our Society was well represented at Scots 
Church, Sydney when we joined the congregation to begin their 150th anniversary 
celebrations with the dedication of new church furniture and, at the same time, 
a little War Memorial Chapel, commemorating N.S.W. Australians of Scots 
descent who lost their lives in the War. The Chapel was originated many years 
ago by the Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia, in conjunction with 
the Minister of the Scots Church, when we donated the first funds for the pro
ject. On 18th July we were again at Scots Church to celebrate the 150th anni
versary of its foundation by the Rev. John Dunmore Lang, and once again, on 
28th November, we joined them for our St. Andrew's Anniversary Service. The 
lessons were read by two of our Committee members, and we were piped into 
Church. 

MAY DICKIE, 
Secretary. 

578: LANARKSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Supper was held on 12th February, 

1977 at Burnhead, near Bellshill. The "Immortal Memory" was given by Mr. 
Sam Gaw and was well received. The Chairman, Mr. R. B. Cleland, was in 
great voice and thanked all who entertained on that evening. 

Other events: During the year we have been very busy with our arrangements 
for the Conference in September, 1977. Many functions have been held by the 
various clubs in the Association and their support has been well received by our 
Treasurer. 

THOMAS M. PATERSON, 
Secretary. 

580: CUMBRAE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 35th Annual Dinner of the Club was held on 

28th January, with a capacity, all-male attendance of 120. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Chief Superintendent William H. Cant. A collection 
was taken for the Jean Armour Burns Houses and the binding of the National 
Dictionary. The fine sum of £56 was raised. 

Other events: The annual St. Andrew's Night Dance was held on 26th 
November and was a great success. A competition was held for the local 
schoolchildren-a painting to illustrate a work of Burns. There was an excellent 
response to this and a cup was presented by Mrs. Morgan in memory of her 
husband, an Ex-President. The Club presented the other prizes, comprising 
volumes of Burns' works, and it is hoped to make this an annual event. 
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612: TORRANCE MASONIC SOCIAL AND BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Burns Supper was celebrated in 

Caldwell Hall on Saturday, 22nd January, 1977. The guest speaker was James 

Taig from Kirkintilloch and he gave an exceptionally fine address in the main 

toast to the "Immortal Memory". For this he received a standing ovation which 

reflected the appreciation of the company. He was ably supported by an 

excellent company of talented atristes from Kirkintilloch. The toast to "The 

Lasses" was extremely well proposed by Hugh Barrow and just as deftly 

answered by Mrs. Rena Barker. During the evening, President William Frew 

conferred Honorary Membership on Ian Bowman, M.A. who, on many 

occasions, has graced the platform, piped in the Haggis, and supplied pipe 

music for the Highland dancers on many St. Andrew's Nights. Ian suitably 

replied, remarking upon how much pleasure he had received as a result of his 

association with our Club. The collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
raised the sum of £50. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on Saturday, 27th November, 

1976. The guest speaker was Hugh Barrow from Bishopbriggs who excelled 

himself in his address with great hope for the future of Scotland from the rising 

generation. He was supported by a talented company of performers and 

Highland dancers. On completing his toast to St. Andrew and Scotland, he was 

given a standing ovation from the very enthusiastic audience. Divine Service 

was attended in Colston Parish Church, the speaker being our own Hon. 
President, the Rev. J. M. Stewart. 

It is with great regret that we have to record the death of two of our members 

and Past Presidents in the course of the year. Bro. A. Kerr was a very active 

member until failing health prevented him from regular attendance. Bro. 

Robert M. Inglis, who was President in 1939-42, was a loyal member of long 

standing. Members of the Club attended both funerals and our sincere con

dolences go out to their respective families. 
FRED c. JORDAN, 

Secretary. 

618: ALTRINCHAM AND SALE CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 32nd annual Burns Supper was held on 

28th January, 1977 in the Masonic Hall, Sale, when Mrs. E. Hewson presided 

over a gathering of 150 members and friends. The Haggis, carried by Mr. 

H. A. Phillips, was piped in by Mr. A. M. Morrison and addressed by Mr. 

J. C. Wallace. The Rev. W. D. M. Moffat, M.A. of Kirkmichael, Ayrshire gave 

the "Immortal Memory" and received a standing ovation for his inspiring 

address. Mr. A. M. Morrison gave the traditional address to "The Lasses", to 

which Mrs. Sheena Robertson suitably replied. Mrs. Thelma Moran, accom

panied at the piano by Dr. Ian Hall, rendered a selection of Burns songs. Mr. 

D. H. Watson acted as M.C. and a comprehensive vote of thanks was given by 

Miss J.M. Thomson. The Harry Smith trio provided the music for the dancing 

which rounded off a most enjoyable evening. 
Other events: On 19th November, 1976 about 180 members and friends 

attended the all-Scottish Dance in Sale Town Hall, and danced to the music of 
the Rattray Band. 

T. MCFARLANE, 
Secretary. 
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626: MOFFAT AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Mr. David Campbell from Dumfries. 
Other events: Monthly meetings were held from October to April. 

CHARLES J. YOUNG, 
Secretary. 

627: KINROSS JOLLY BEGGARS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: A full house of 150 members attended the dinner 

in Gartwhinzean Hotel on Friday, 21st January, 1977, at which the "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by the Rev. Allan Young, M.A., B.D., S.T.M. of St. 
John's Kirk, Perth. Our Treasurer, Tom Graham, D.L., J.P. was made a Life 
Member in recognition of his forty years' service to the Club. 

Other events: It is with regret that we note the passing of two of our members, 
Willie Hatten and Willie Gray. 

630: COALSNAUGHTON BURNS CLUB 

JOHN Kmo, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Club Dinner was held in the Village Hall on 
22nd January, 1977 and was attended by a company of 110 persons. The 
"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. James McAra of Alva. The monies 
collected on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns Houses amounted to £40. The 
Annual Burns Supper for the wives of members was held in the Club-rooms on 
25th January, 1977, Mrs. C. Hunter presiding. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Mrs. S. Cairns of East Kilbride. 

Other events: Books were awarded to the winners of the Schools Burns 
Competitions, although, whilst we are experiencing some difficulty in placing 
books in the local school each year for the formation of a Library for children of 
11 years and under, we are pleased to report that the first delivery is now to hand. 

The annual picnic for members, wives and families took place at Burntisland 
on 26th June, 1976. On 13th June members and their wives attended the 700th 
anniversary service at Dunlop Parish Church, and thereafter visited Ayr and 
Alloway. We attended the wreath-laying ceremony at Burns Statue, Ayr, on 
25th July and the President laid the Club wreath. This year we did not attend the 
service in Leglen Wood, but went on to New Cumnock where we visited the 
Cairn at Afton Water. We would like to thank the members of New Cumnock 
Burns Club for accompanying us to the Cairn and, also, for the short harmony 
which followed. We are pleased to report that a number of Clubs visited us 
during the year. 

Monthly talks on the life and works of Robert Burns and other Scottish poets 
took place during the winter season. 

632: SYMINGTON BURNS CLUB 

ALEX c. COOK, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On Friday, 28th January the Anniversary 
Dinner was held in Adamton Court, Monkton when the "Immortal Memory" 
was proposed by the Rev. Professor Hugh Anderson, M.A., B.D., Ph.D., D.D., 
of the University of Edinburgh. A collection was taken on behalf of the Jean 
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Armour Burns Houses and raised £20·87. 
Other events: The guest speaker at the St. Andrew's Night held in the Half

way Hotel, was Colonel Seton Dickson, J.P. During the evening a presentation 
was made on behalf of members and friends of the Club to Mrs. Jean Anderson, 
retiring Secretary and Treasurer. The Club was represented at the Church 
service in January, and at the wreath-laying ceremony at Ayr in July at which the 
President laid the wreath. 

In February members of the Club were invited to the Primary School in 
Symington to attend a "Burns Supper". Pupils from Primary 6 and 7 proposed 
the toasts and replied suitably and entertainment was provided by the prize 
winners of the schools competition. It was a wonderful evening, and most 
heartening to see the spirit and enthusiasm of these young Burnsians. The 
school is to be congratulated on their efforts. At the Annual General Meeting it 
was agreed that Mrs. Jean Anderson should become an Honorary President of 
the Club. 

(Mrs.) OLIVE SUTHERLAND, 
Secretary. 

646: THE CLEAR WINDING DEVON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Mr. W. M. Boag of Alloa. There was a full programme of 
toasts and music. 

Other events: The guest speaker at the St. Andrew's Night on 26th November 
was Mr. James McAra. Six other social evenings were held during the season at 
one of which members of the Fallin Gothenburg Burns Club were guests. 
Competition prizes were again donated to Alva Academy. 

(Mrs.) ANNA LAw, 
Secretary. 

657: FALLIN GOTHENBURG BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Anniversary Night was held on Friday, 

28th January when the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the Rev. J. 
Drysdale. 

Other events: Inter-club visitations took place between Gore bridge and the 
Clear Winding Devon Burns Clubs, to our mutual benefit and entertainment. 
An outing to the Trossachs took place on 19th September, 1976. A dinner-dance 
was held on 4th June and a donation of £15 was sent to the Jean Armour Burns 
Homes. 

659: DUNDEE BURNS SOCIETY 

JACK MILROY, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the Rev. 
F. M. Robertson Stone. 

Other events: Successful coffee evening. 
DAVID W. BETT, 

Secretary. 

145 



664: WEST KILBRIDE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Seamill 

Hydro on Wednesday, 26th January, 1977, with the President, Mr. William 
Gourlay, in the Chair. The "Immortal Memory" was given by Mr. John A. 
Murphy of Largs and the toast of "The Lasses" was given by Mr. Denis Leary of 
West Kilbride. The response to the latter was given by Mrs. Ann Mciver of 
Largs. A most entertaining and exciting "Address to the Haggis" and a reading 
of "Tam o' Shanter" was delivered by Mr. A. Taylor of the Irvine Bums Club. 
Musical entertainment was provided by Mr. James G. Mairs and Mrs. Margaret 
Kerr of Rutherglen, and the Vote of Thanks was given by the Vice-President, 
Mr. H. G. Showell. A most successful and enjoyable evening. 

GORDON A. DIACK, 
Secretary. 

665: GARTMORAN LADIES BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: At our Anniversary Dinner on Wednesday, 

26th January, 1977 we had as guest speaker Mr. James McAra from Alva. His 
theme was the extraordinary power of understanding of human nature which 
Bums had. We had guests from the various clubs in the Hillfoot area and singers 
from the local drama group. We had a very happy evening indeed. 

Other events: We have had six meetings during the winter months, com
prising talks, demonstrations and outings. 

(Mrs.) M. RAMAGE, 
Secretary. 

679: TULLIBODY AND CAMBUS BURNS CLUB 
Owing to the death of so many Club members, this Club has been dormant for 

the past three years though all fees have been maintained. It has now been 
re-organised, with many younger members joining and a new headquarters 
which have enabled us to hold monthly socials and these have proved highly 
successful. We are now planning a Burns Supper for 28th January, 1978 and 
have arranged a full programme for the forthcoming season. It is hoped also 
to hold a St. Andrew's Night. 

(Mrs.) W. G. STEWART, 
Assistant Secretary. 

681 : THE CRONIES BURNS CLUB, KILMARNOCK 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Annual Bums Supper was held in the 

Marnock Suite on 24th January, 1977 when 70 members and friends attended. 
The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the Club President, Mr. T. A. 
MacMillan. Entertainment for the evening was provided by the "Tall Tones". 
A collection taken for the National Memorial Cottage Homes, Mauchline 
amounted to £14·50. 

Other events: The annual outing took place on 6th June to Moffat, calling at 
St. Bride's Chapel, Douglas and then on to Moffat for high tea. Members also 
attended the Bums Ride in Ayr in June. A full coach party also attended the 
wreath-laying ceremony at Bums Statue, Ayr on 18th July, then went to Leglen 
Wood for the service and thereafter to Girvan for high tea. On 25th January, 
1977 our President laid a wreath·on behalf of the Club at Bums Statue, Ayr. 
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683: STRATFORD UPON AVON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1977 the Burns Dinner was 

held at the Swan's Nest Hotel, Stratford upon Avon, when the "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Mr. Alex Disselduff of Dunoon. 

Other events: In addition to the weekly Scottish Country Dancing, events in 
the course of the season included President's Evening, St. Andrew's Haggis 
Supper and the Hogmanay Party. Members also attended the St. Andrew's 
service at the United Reformed Church. 

(Mrs.) A. K. SINTON, 
Secretary. 

688: POOSJE NANSJE LADIES' BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held in the Causeway Restaurant on 

20th January. All the speakers were members of the Club, which proved very 
successful. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the Secretary, Mrs. 
Hazel Weierter. 

Other events: The sudden death of our Treasurer, Mrs. Hunter, in September, 
1976 was a major setback for the Club. Her presence and wonderful singing are 
sadly missed by all who knew her. At the St. Andrew's Night celebration Mrs. 
Helen Stevenson was made an Honorary Member to mark the occasion of her 
90th birthday. Until this session she was an active member. Our other Honorary 
Member, Mrs. Ross, celebrated her 95th birthday on 17th March, 1977. 

(Mrs.) HAZEL WEIERTER, 
Secretary. 

691 : INVERNESS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The function was held on 27th January, 1977 in 

the Caledonian Hotel, 212 members and friends being present. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Mr. Andrew Hamilton and the toast to "The Lasses" 
by Mr. A. B. G. Longmore. 

Other events: A sum of money was donated for the competition held in the 
Inverness secondary schools to foster interest in Burns and his works. A further 
sum was donated towards the Scottish National Dictionary. Three lady mem
bers of the Club attended the Anniversary Dinner in Moscow. 

D. F. MACDOUGALL, 
Secretary. 

695: KILMARONOCK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held on 28th January, 1977 and the 

"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Jim Archibald who also recited 
"Tam o' Shanter". 

Other events: Our St. Andrew's Night was held in Gartocharn Hotel and a 
Buffet and Dance was enjoyed by all. Another dance was held in the Village 
Hall in March and a Dinner and Dance at the Winnock Hotel in Drymen in 
October was well attended. 

MAUREEN McKENZIE, 
Secretary j Treasurer. 
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696: WHITLEY BAY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 2lst January the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by Mr. R. A. Howat, a Past President of the Newcastle Society. 
Other events: The first Ceilidh run by the secretaries of all the North-east 

Burns Federation Clubs was held at Whitley Bay on 2lst April, 1977. We hope 
that this will become an annual event. Some 221 people attended and it was 
felt that this provided a most useful and highly successful social gathering. 

(Miss) J. H. COLVILLE, 
Secretary. 

699; CHOPPING TON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: A Dinner Dance was held in the Welfare Hall, 

Choppington, on Saturday, 22nd January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Dr. John Brown, President of Bedlington Burns Club. 

Other events: The highlights of the 1976-77 season were a Hallowe'en Buffet 
Dance on 23rd October, a "Stag Night" Dinner on 27th November and a 
"Ladies Night" Buffet Dance on 5th March. J. E. GODDEN, 

Secretary. 

701; DETROIT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1977 a dinner and dance was 

held in the Carpenters' Hall on Grand River Avenue, Detroit. The Club 
celebrated the "Immortal Memory" of Robert Burns. The principal toast was 
proposed by Mr. Jim Turnbull of Radio Station WIID, Garden City, Michigan. 
The Haggis was carried in by Harry Morrison and piped by John McLellan, the 
Club Piper. The Address to the Haggis was given by Past President and Bard, 
Hugh Ringland. 

Other events: On 16th June, 1976 the Detroit Burns Club presented the ten 
volumes of the Scottish National Dictionary to the Henry Ford Centennial 
Library of Dearborn, Michigan. The gift was accepted by Mr. Marquis, the 
chief Librarian. As is customary, the club placed a wreath on the Burns Statue in 
Detroit on 25th January. After the ceremony the members present went to the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. George Smith for lunch and refreshments. Since the 
last Chronicle three of our members have passed away: William Renwick, 
James Ross and Alex Bowie. SAMUEL R. DICKEY, 

Secretary. 

718: ST. ANDREW SOCIETY OF YORK 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 28th January, 1977, at Messrs. Terry's of 

York, the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Peter Crammond from 
Barnard Castle. Other guests include the Lord Mayor of York, Councillor 
Jack Archer, J.P. who replied to the toast "The Toon we bide in, and our 
Guests", proposed by Mr. Robert I. Cocker, President-Elect of the Society. 

Other events: The season opened with the President's Reception, followed by 
the St. Andrew's Day Dinner and Dance, the guest speaker being the Rev. 
James Currie. A New Year's Eve Supper Dance was held at the Merchant 
Taylors' Hall and the season closed with the Ceilidh in March. The Ladies 
Circle held monthly luncheon meetings during the winter months. Our Honorary 
Vice-President, Mr. H. Hutchison and his wife, celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on 21st July, 1977. J. ROBERTSON, 

Secretary. 
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720: RETFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner: On Wednesday, 26th January the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Mr. Abe Train, Senior Vice-President of the Burns Federation. 
Other events: Functions included President's Reception, a Hallowe'en 

Children's Party, a Haggis Supper on St. Andrew's Night, a Hogmanay Dance, 
a Coffee Evening and an end-of-season Buffet Dance in March. 

721: PLYMOUTH BURNS CLUB 

D. I. WALKER, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, the "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by the President, John Hawkins. Principal guests and speakers 
included the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Plymouth and Presidents of 
kindred societies. 

Other events: The Club was well represented at the Leeds Conference in 
September, 1976. Functions included parties at Hallowe'en, Hogmanay, a 
Lassies' Night in February and an end-of-season Buffet Dance in March, 1977. 

(Mrs.) SUSAN HOSKING, 
Secretary. 

726: MELBOURNE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Anniversary Dinner was held on 28th 

January. The "Immortal Memory" was given by Mrs. Susan Baillie, a Past 
President of the Club and an Honorary President of the Burns Federation. This 
was well received by the 310 guests present. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. 
Malcolm Murray and addressed by Mr. Jim Mowatt. The Master of Cere
monies was the President, Mr. John McLean. Many greetings cards were 
received from other clubs. 

Other events: In January the service at the Burns Statue was well attended by 
members; wreaths were laid by the President and Secretary. A number of 
members spoke about Burns and others read Burns' poems. The piper, Mr. 
Allan Price, played several of Burns' tunes, which attracted a great deal of 
interest from passers-by. This was followed by afternoon tea in the Gardens. 

STELLA M. BROWN, 
Secretary. 

727; ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY OF DENAMRK 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 25th January, 1977 almost a hundred Scots 

and Danes attended the Burns' Dinner. Meta Forest and Ian Gilmour shared 
the toast to the "Immortal Memory". Although to foreigners the Scottish 
tongue is not easy, the words of Burns came alive in meaning and beauty, 
projected as they were by these two experts. 

Other events: In April Edward Spragge gave a talk on "St. Kilda-past and 
present". In June, the Highland Games were attended by 4,000 spectators. 
The St. Andrew's Night Ball was held in November and in December, Maurice 
Lindsay spoke on "Scottish Humour". 

728: BACHELORS'CLUB,TARBOLTON 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Here in this ale-house where Robert Burns was 

a founder member of the Club on 11 th November, 1780, the annual celebration 
was held. The Chairman of the Bachelors' Club committee, Mr. John Weir, 
M.A., D.S.O., was the speaker. The seven-year period of the Poet's life at 
nearby Lochlee Farm was the theme of his toast. Mr. Weir gave a wide berth 
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to conjecture and "tapped the sap" of local tradition to weave the material for 
his address. The impact on his audience was of a nature that revealed itself in the 
rapt attention of his listeners, then the floodgates of applause opened and con
gratulations came from every corner of the little room. This was a night to 
place in the archives of memory. 

Other events: During the summer Mr. William MacGavin of Melbourne, 
Australia visited the Club. He is a direct descendent of William MacGavin 
who was one of the seven bachelors who attended the first meeting of the 
Debating Society that took the name of the Bachelors' Club. Said the Australian 
visitor, "God willing, I'll be back in Tarbolton on the 200th anniversary in 
November, 1980." 

We regret to record the death recently of Mr. Garven, former Secretary of the 
Club. 

733: ABERDEEN BURNS STUDY CIRCLE 

SAMUEL HAY, 

Acting Secretary. 

Owing to unforeseen circumstances our Annual Burns Supper had to be 
cancelled at the last moment. 

Due to pressure of work, Mr. G. Watt gave up the office of President and 
Mr. D. Duncan was appointed in his place. Membership has remained steady 
throughout the year and talks on the many and varied events, as well as the 
work of our Bard have been given and discussed with interest by members of the 
Circle. 

740: THORNTREE MYSTIC BURNS CLUB 

J. H. WATSON, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 29th January, 1977, the "Immortal Memory" 
was proposed by Bro. Peter Whitelaw, P.M. 

Other events: On St. Andrew's Night, held on 27th November, 1976, the toast 
of "St. Andrew and Caledonia" was proposed by Bro. George Bishop, D.P.G.M. 

741: PLEAN BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The annual Burns Supper was held on 21st 
January, 1977 in Plean Miners' Welfare and Social Club. The President, Mr. 
J. McGuire, gave a few remarks and the toast to the Queen. Mr. J. Coulter 
proposed the "Immortal Memory" which was well received. Mr. W. Swan 
addressed the Haggis, piped in by Mr. Hennessy. Mr. G. Bowman gave the 
toast to "The Lasses" and Mr. J. Davidson replied. "Tam o' Shanter "and 
"Holy Willie's Prayer" were recited by Mr. J. Johnstone and Mr. R. Hogan 
respectively. The evening was marred, however, by Mr. Bowman's sudden 
collapse and death later that night. 

At our Annual General Meeting Mr. J. McGuire was elected President and 
Mr. J. Cairney elected Treasurer. 
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743: ROMFORD SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held on 21st January in the 

Masonic Hall, Upminster; Convenor was S. G. Carter and the President J. G. 
Campbell. The principal guest was the Mayor of Havering, Councillor H. J. S. 
Turner and the toast of the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by W. B. 
Champion of the London Burns Club. The Address to the Haggis was recited 
by Alex Semple and the piper was R. Smith. The assembled company of about 
80 members and friends were entertained by Mrs. J. Bryce, accompanied by 
Mrs. L. Browne. 

Other events: J. G. Campbell held the President's Reception at Cranleigh 
Guest House, Hornchurch, Essex on 24th September, 1976. A Hogmanay 
Dance was held on 31st December at St. Nicholas Church Hall, South Ockendon 
and the end-of-season Dinner at West Lodge, Upminster on Thursday, 19th 
May, 1977. ALEX SEMPLE, 

Secretary. 

744: DURHAM AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held on 28th January in the 

Three Tuns Hotel, Durham and was attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Durham. The Rev. T. Campbell, B.D. of Dundee proposed the "Immortal 
Memory". This was followed by an excellent programme of readings by mem
bers and songs from Mrs. D. Sewell. 

Other events: A Decathlon Games Night, Hallowe'en Party, St. Andrew's 
Dinner Dance, a lecture evening, visit to a local brewery and the annual Scottish 
Country Dance in St. Mary's College, Durham were the highlights of the 1976-77 
season. J. STEWART TAIT, 

Secretary. 

745: NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1977 the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Mr. J. M. King of Morpeth who gave a most interesting and 
humorous address. He was well supported by the other speakers who were all 
drawn from among our own members. 

Other events: These included our President's Reception in September, a 
St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Ball, a New Year Dance, a Spring Ball, four 
informal social evenings, two Clan Whist Drives, a bus tour of the Borders and 
a golf outing. A. M. FROOD, 

Secretary. 

746: GRIMSBY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Burns Night Dinner Dance had an atten

dance of 150 and was held in the Masonic Hall, Grimsby. Guests of honour 
included the Mayor and Mayoress of Grimsby and the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Cleethorpes. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Peter McAlpine, 
former Chief Superintendent of Grimsby Police. 

Other events: The St. Andrew's Night Dinner-Dance was held in the Masonic 
Hall on 27th November, 1976, with an attendance of 140. Over 300 attended the 
Hogmanay Gathering in the Town Hall, Grimsby on 31st December. 

(Mrs.) J. LITTLEJOHN, 
Secretary. 
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748: OUPLAYMUIR BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Supper was held in the Inn, Uplaw

moor on 14th January, 1977, with the toast of the "Immortal Memory" proposed 
by Mr. David Scott of Kirn. Sixty-five members and friends were present at the 
Supper. Sam Mccready, who piped the Haggis into the Supper as he had done 
for over twenty-five years, died suddenly a few weeks later. 

Other events: The Open Competition for a drawing or painting of a character 
or scene linked with the works of Robert Burns, open to all children under 
fourteen in the Uplawmoor District, attracted a record number of 73 entries. 
The School Competition for which the Club donates prize money, attracted 
twenty-three competitors. The Club is indebted to Mrs. A. M. Byrne, Head
mistress of Uplawmoor Primary School, for her active support in encouraging 
the children to take part in these competitions. 

J. A. M. INGLIS, 
Secretary. 

768: AUCHTERDERRAN JOLLY BEGGARS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The annual Burns Supper was held in No. 1 

Gothenburg Bowhill on Saturday, 22nd January, 1977. Mr. Walter Robertson, 
President, welcomed 96 members and guests, including three members of 
Bowhill People's Burns Club and two members of Dundonald Old Folks' 
Association. The toast to the "Immortal Memory" was rendered by Mr. H. 
Banks and the rest of a most successful evening was filled by the company 
reciting and singing the works of the Bard. 

Other events: A successful Hallowe'en Supper was held on Saturday, 30th 
October, 1976. "Pie and Pints" social evenings were held at regular intervals 
throughout the year. A joint schools Burns Competition was held in con
junction with Bowhill People's Burns Club. The opening Drive and Social was 
held on 28th August, 1976. 

It is with great regret that we have to report the death of one of our oldest and 
most esteemed members, Mr. Charles Wilson, on llth May, 1977. Charlie was 
an active member of the Committee and will be sadly missed. 

769; ROBERT BRUCE BURNS CLUB 

JOHN COMBE, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Dinner was held in the Masonic 
Hall, Clackmannan on Friday, 28th January. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by the Rev. T. Crouther Gordon, D.F.C., Ph.D., D.D., retired 
minister of the parish. The toast to "The Lasses" was proposed by Mr. T. 
Adam, a prominent local trade union official. The programme was interspersed 
with songs from a quartet from Lochgelly Music Society and verse recited by 
Mr. Willie Graham. 

Other events: The activities of the club were somewhat curtailed last year, 
due to resignations from the Committee. In the current session, however, we 
have expanded on previous years and are pursuing a vigorous and varied 
programme. 

772; PRESTWICK BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 23rd Annual Supper took place in the 

Queen's Hotel, Prestwick on 25th January, 1977, when the chair was occupied 
and the proceeding admirably handled by the Vice-President, Cronie Tom 
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Currie. A thoughtful and well-researched "Immortal Memory" was proposed 
by the President, Cronie Tom Morrison, whose splendid speech was warmly 
received. Other toasts were: response to the "Immortal Memory"-Cronie 
R. Hunter; "Prestwick Burns Club"-Cronie W. Blake; "Kindred Clubs"
Cronie W. Welsh; "The Lasses"-Cronie A. Purdon; "Scotia"-Cronie R. 
Risk; "Chairman and Artistes"-Cronie L. Moffat. The Selkirk Grace was 
spoken by Cronie Rev. D. M. Caskie and the Haggis was addressed by Cronie 
D. Johnstone, who also recited "Tam o' Shanter". Songs were rendered by 
Cronies A. Wallace and R. McQuaker who, in addition, gave selections of 
fiddle music. Cronie W. Baines recited "Holy Willie's Prayer". The Haggis was 
piped in by Bert Fleming and George Sinclair was the accompanist. 

Other events: The annual outing in June 1976 was to Straiton where, after an 
excellent meal in the Bull Hotel, the President acted as M.C. at a fine evening's 
entertainment provided by the Cronies themselves. En route to their destination 
a halt was made, appropriately at Burns Monument, Alloway, allowing members 
to enjoy a walk round and to visit Alloway Kirk. Other summer events were the 
annual cricket and bowling matches against Prestwick Cricket Club. A very 
interesting winter syllabus included a show of slides given by the well-known 
writer and photographer of things Scottish, H. M. Andrew of Prestwick, and an 
illuminating talk on "The Language of Burns" by Dr. A. L. Taylor of Ayr. 

784: KELSO BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The 1977 Anniversary Supper was held in the 

Ednam House Hotel, Kelso on Friday, 28th January, when a company of over 
a hundred heard the "Immortal Memory" eloquently proposed by the Rev. 
James Currie of Dunlop. The company agreed unanimously that it was one of 
the finest Memories they had ever had the pleasure to hear. 

R. DONALDSON, 
Secretary. 

803: BOWHILL PEOPLE'S BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Burns Supper was held in the Bowhill No. 1 

Gothenburg on Saturday, 29th January, 1977, Mr. James Gillies presiding. The 
"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Sir George Sharp, Convenor of Fife, and 
well received by the company which numbered 104. 

Other events: The Club Party gave concerts and took part in Burns Suppers 
all over Fife. The Club held children's competitions for the two primary schools 
in the district and jointly sponsored, with Bowhill Jolly Beggars, a competition 
at Auchterderran Junior High School. 

JAMES EWAN, 
Secretary. 

808: PONTEFRACT AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Due to lack of support we were unhappily 

forced to cancel our function this year. This was all the more upsetting as a 
special Burns Supper had been arranged to mark the Silver Jubilee year and our 
own Twenty-first Anniversary. 

Other events: The Society was much involved with the annual Burns Con-
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ference held in Leeds, in addition to our own functions. These included a 
Sherry Morning, President's Evening and St. Andrew's Evening Ceilidh, the 
latter in aid of our Pipe Band's funds. The Band, we are glad to report, moves 
from strength to strength. v ALERIE RICHMOND, 

Secretary. 

809: ALLANTON JOLLY BEGGARS 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by Mr. Jon Allan, a member of the Club and Vice-President of the 
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. A collection was uplifted on behalf of 
the Conference '77 fund. 

Other events: The Schools Competition took place on 22nd March, with 
entries from five local schools. The Alex Neilson trophy was won by Stane 
Primary School, Shotts, entering for the first time. Prizes and certificates were 
presented by Mr. R. A. B. McLaren, President of the Burns Federation. 

810: THE THIRTY-SEVEN BURNS CLUB 

w. CURRIE, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Semple Halley. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night held in the Co-operative Hall on Friday, 
26th November, 1976. A Burns Dinner in honour of Our Ladies was held on 
19th February, 1977, Grace W. Leggatt proposing the "Immortal Memory". 

813: TRANENT "25" BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21 st January the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by Mr. David Allan, B.Sc., Rector of Preston Lodge High School. 
Over 120 members and friends attended. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 26th November. The 
toast to "St. Andrew and Scotland" was proposed by the Rev. J. F. Riach, 
minister of St. Mary's Parish Church, Haddington. 

On 27th April, a Re-dedication Service at the Well at Grants Brae was con
ducted by the Rev. A. McD. Miller, M.A., minister of Tranent Parish Church. 
A full report and picture of this event appears elsewhere in this Chronicle. 

ROBERT R. WATT, 
Secretary. 

821: AYR MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Burns supper was held on 21st January, 

1977 at the Kildonan Hotel, Ayr. The principle speaker was Mr. R. Lawrence 
and the toast to the Haggis was given by our Vice-President, Mr. W. Rogan. 

Other events: On 12th November, 1976 we held a Ladies' Night at the Kil
donan Hotel. On 5th February, 1977 there was an evening out at Drumsuie 
Farm, by kind permission of Mr. J. Thom. At this annual event members have 
a good get-together and film shows. On 25th March there was another Ladies' 
Night, which everyone enjoyed immensely; these ladies' evenings are felt to be 
some compensation for all the Club's regular meetings which are, of course, 
restricted to the male sex. G. G. SMITH, 

Secretary. 
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822: MANSFIELD DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held on 28th January in the Queensway 

Suite, Mansfield and was attended by 200 members and guests. The "Immortal 
Memory" was given in verse and song by Mr. T. English and Mr. T. McFarlane. 
Dr. J. L. Drummond was M.C. and also addressed the Haggis which was piped in 
by Mr. Alex McLean. The principal guests were the Chairman of the Council, 
Mr. Warriner and Mrs. Warriner, the President and Consort of the Nottingham 
Scottish Association, President and Consort of the Worksop Caledonian Society 
and Past President of the Burns Federation, Mr. Jim Inglis and Mrs. Inglis. 
The Secretary read fraternal greetings from 18 societies in England and Scotland. 

Other events: This being our Silver Jubilee (since we were reformed in 1952) 
we had a number of outstanding events to celebrate, including the President's 
Reception held in the Regency Ballroom on 7th October, when we welcomed as 
guests of the Society the Presidents and Consorts from Nottingham, Derby, 
Retford, Heanor, Sheffield, Worksop, Leicester, Gainsborough, Rotherham and 
the Scottish Presidents' Association. St. Andrew's Night was held in traditional 
style, with a Supper Dance in the Armstrong Hall, Mansfield. Mrs. Fiona 
Henry and Mrs. Jessie Walker sang Burns' and Scots songs and piper Alex 
McClean played for traditional dances. The toast to "St. Andrew" was given by 
Mr. R. Skelhorn. 

The end-of-season Buffet Dance was again held in the Ladybrook Hall and 
over 100 members and friends spent a most enjoyable evening together. The 
Car Rally in June and the Pitch and Putt golf competition were also well attended. 
This enabled the Society to send a donation again to the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses. 

(Mrs.) MURIEL CALLANDER, 
Secretary. 

825: "CLARINDA" EDINBURGH LADIES. BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Burns Supper was held at the Carlton 

Hotel, Edinburgh on 25th January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Miss Mary Aytoun, M.B.E., "The Lasses" by Dr. Orr and the 
reply by Juliana Ngy from West Malaysia. Mr. Alex Mciver from Dollar 
Burns Club addressed the Haggis and "Holy Willie's Prayer" was recited by 
Mr. J. M. Miller, Past President of Dollar. The piper was Michael Watters of 
Fife Regional Health Board. Overseas guests included Dr. Santosh Dee from 
Calcutta. Mrs. Davina Baird was Chairperson. 

Other events: The summer outing took place to Dollar, visiting the Cairn at 
Harvistoun en route. 

834: ST. ANDREWS SOCIETY (ALTRINCHAM, SALE AND DISTRICT) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Mr. Robert Calderwood, Town Clerk of Man

chester, who was born in Kilmarnock, gave an inspired speech in proposing the 
"Immortal Memory" before an assembly of 200 members and friends. President 
Mrs. Dinah Snaddon acknowledged this in her reply. The Mayor and Mayoress 
of Trafford were guests of honour and in his reply to their toast, the Mayor said 
that this was his first visit to a Burns' Night, but it would certainly not be his 
last. 

Other events: Participation in the Altrincham Festival Week included a 
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float in the parade of forty. The theme of our float was Holidays in Scotland, 
with "Nessie" taking up most of the lorry, and surrounded by a bright display of 
posters and tartan. The Society also organised a Scots Night in the local theatre. 
Artistes included the Manchester Royal Scottish Country Dancers and their 
choir, the Pipes and Drums of the Scots Guards Association (Manchester 
Branch), Elisabeth Coombe Dancers and the Lorreto Singers. 

839: COLDSTREAM BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Anniversary Dinner was held on Friday, 

28th January in the new Majicado Hotel, Coldstream, with a record attendance. 
The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Ex-Provost Robertson of Dumfries, 
a Past President of the Burns Federation. The toast to "The Lasses" was ably 
proposed by a young member of the Club, Mr. David Douglas. Truly a great 
Nicht o' Sangs an' Clatter. 

Other events: The annual Nicht wi' Burns an' the Womenfolk was held in the 
Majicado Hotel on Friday, 18th February, with a capacity attendance. The 
"Tribute to Robert Burns" was given by Mr. Robert D. Birch, M.A., former 
director of Education for Berwickshire, supported by a tremendous programme 
of songs and verse. The toast to "The Lasses" was proposed by Mr. Wylie 
Turnbull and replied to by Mrs. Mary Clark in her own inimitable style. In 
addition, Mary (nee Morrison) sings the Burns' songs magnificently. 

WILLIAM JACKSON, 
Secretary. 

842; "YE BONNIE DOON" BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held on Saturday, 22nd January and 

was a great success. Mr. D. Barrett, editor of several newspapers, was the 
guest speaker and was in excellent form. 

Other events: We entertained the residents of Macassa Lodge in October, 
1976. During the summer of 1977 we have had Alex and Jessie Bruce as guests 
of our President J. Blyth and latterly of Mr. and Mrs. J. Cassidy. Our summer 
picnic took place at the residence of our Past President, William Lambie. 

(Mrs.) J. CASSIDY, 
Secretary. 

845: TAM o' SHANTER BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On Tuesday, 25th January, 1977 the Eighteenth 

Anniversary Dinner took place at the Club. Mr. R. Dewar proposed the 
"Immortal Memory". The Lord Mayor of Coventry, Councillor Robert 
Loosley, replied to the toast of "the City of Coventry". 

On Thursday, 3rd February, 1977 the Jolly Beggars held their Sixth Anniver
sary Dinner in the Club. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. J. 
Dunleavy. Among the guests was Mr. A. Cook, Honorary President of the 
Burns Federation. 

Other events: Over 300 children attended the Easter Party. Various concerts 
were held during the year, featuring artistes from all over Scotland. 
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850: DOLLAR MASONIC BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: R. W. M. Sandy Cowborough occupied the 

chair and Miss Mary Aytoun, M.B.E. of the Clarinda Club 825 proposed the 
"Immortal Memory". Mary was in good form and must surely rank among the 
best of either sex in her appreciation of Robert Burns. Bro. John Archibald, 
P.M. Lodge Union 250 Dunfermline, proposed "The Lasses" and was replied 
to by our other guest from Edinburgh. Mrs. Davina Baird. After the formal 
supper ended, an hour was given to the works of other poets and the songs of 
Scotland. Alex B. Mciver, P.M. chaired this much appreciated venture. 

Other events: The Club is deeply conscious of the great honour given to them 
by the Federation, with the number 850 coinciding with the Lodge Number. 

ALEX B. MclVER, 
Secretary. 

851: AUCKLAND BURNS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held on 22nd January with an atten

dance equal to the previous year's very high muster. The "Immortal Memory" 
was ably proposed by the Rev. E. Walsh and the toast to "The Lasses" by Mr. 
Howard Hill was answered by Mrs. Donella Manahera. The Association 
received considerable publicity in the local press and this has helped to boost 
interest in the Burns movement here. Newspapers carried a photograph of the 
Association's piper Bob Buchan with Gordon Smart bearing the Haggis. 

Other events: On Sunday, 23rd January a wreath was laid at Burns' Statue in 
the Auckland Domain by President Frank Hogsden. A good number of mem
bers and friends remained behind to share a picnic beside the statue. During the 
year five concert evenings were held with Burns' works playing a large part in 
the repertoire of both readers and singers. 

The Committee welcomed John Cairney to New Zealand at the start of his 
recent tour and entertained him and the theatre staff at a supper after his first 
show which was attended by the Mayoress of Auckland. 

GEORGE A. PEDDISON, 
Secretary. 

854: NORTH EAST MIDLANDS ASSOCIATION OF SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 
The activities of this Association have been greatly curtailed in the past year, 

but the annual concert was the usual great success. A varied programme 
included songs, recitations, tunes on the small pipes and the competition for the 
Gainsborough Cup, which was won by Mrs. Jessie Walker of Mansfield. The 
son of our Vice-President Mr. Gordon Pratt, volunteered the services of a pop 
group of which he is a member, and this innovation was very well received. 

862: MARKET RASEN SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 

L. w. REID, 
Acting Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: On 21st January, 1977, the "Immortal Memory" 
was proposed by Robert W. J. Plenderleith, B.V.M.S., M.R.C.V.S. 

Other events: A donation of £50 was made to the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
and one of £42 to the Stonecroft Cheshire Home. 

J. A. BELL, 
Secretary. 
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864: BURNIE (TASMANIA) BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The annual Burns Supper was held on Saturday, 

22nd January and was attended by 100 members and their guests. The Toast
master was Mr. Don Taylor and the Address to the Haggis was given by Mr. 
J. Cameron, the Haggis being piped in by a member of the Burnie Highland 
Pipe Band. The toast to "The Lasses" was given by Mr. Alan Tunbridge and 
the reply by Mrs. E. Tunbridge, Secretary of the Club. The toast to "The 
Visitors" was given by the Immediate Past President Mr. C. Cameron. The toast 
to the "Twa Lands" was given by Mrs. B. Duff, in the absence of the Patron, Mr. 
W. T. Young, M.P. The "Immortal Memory" was given by the President, Mr. J. 
Robb, who took for his theme "Burns, the man" and this emphasised the 
different facets of Burns' life. A special visitor was Mr. S. Graham, the Imme
diate Past President of the Melbourne Burns Club, and he also spoke to the 
gathering. 

Other events: Members of the Club attended the Highland Games held at 
Ross in the midlands of Tasmania. In March, 1977 members went to Hobart to 
attend the Second Military Tattoo which was graced this year by the presence 
of Her Majesty the Queen, during her Silver Jubilee tour of Australia. In May 
the Club presented the Duncan Donaldson Memorial Shield as a prize for High
land dancing at the Burnie Eisteddfod. 

(Mrs.) B. I. DUFF, 
Publicity Officer. 

870: MASSACHUSETTS BURNS ASSOCIATION 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 15th January we welcomed 428 people to our 

Annual Burns Dinner, Concert and Dance. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by Robert R. Matson, Secretary of the Association, and the toast to 
"The Lasses" was proposed by Past President Peter Stewart. The Address to the 
Haggis was delivered by Mr. David Munn, and the Selkirk Grace given by our 
President, John Murphy. 

ROBERT R. MATSON, 
Secretary. 

878: WORKSOP BURNS AND CALEDONIAN CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 

Dr. Alex Harrow, M.D., Past President of Chesterfield Caledonian Society. 
Burns' songs were rendered by Tom McFarlane of Retford and District Cale
donian Society, in the presence of the Mayor of Worksop, Councillor and Mrs. 
W. E. Bloomer. 

Other events: The President's Reception for John and Joyce Taylor. 450 
people attended the St. Andrew's Dance and saw Gillian Reekie of Doncaster 
perform Highland dances and the Club's own pipe band give a marvellous 
display. The band, under Pipe Major Ron Dunne, also led the Armistice 
Parade through the town-the first time a pipe band had been thus honoured in 
Worksop. The band has been heavily booked throughout Jubilee Year. Mem
bers of the Club attended a concert at Welbeck Hall. Among the eight functions 
held during the season was the Club Ceilidh at Carlton-in-Lindrick Hall. 
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881: RUGELEY AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: A very enjoyable evening was had by all present. 

The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Councillor J. Baillie on 22nd 
January. 

Other events: These included a social evening in September 1976 when volumes 
of Burns' poems were presented; a Hallowe'en Party for the children; St. 
Andrew's Night when a plaque commemorating founder members was un
veiled; and an outing to Edinburgh in August. 

P. T. ARKELL, 
Secretary. 

887: GAINSBOROUGH AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Society celebrated its 25th birthday on 

28th January at the Burns Anniversary Dinner. The "Immortal Memory" was 
proposed by the Secretary and Past President, Lew W. Reid. His theme was 
"the love songs of Robert Burns", and he was ably assisted by singers Elsie 
Tye and Jack Johnson. Present among the guests were Mr. Abe Train, Vice
President of the Federation, and Mrs. Train. 

Other events: A St. Andrew's Supper was held in the Crown Inn, Saundby 
when our member, the Rev. Robin Napier, showed slides of a recent tour of 
America. The annual St. Andrew's Day service was held at the United Reform 
Church. The annual Ceilidh was the usual success. Members attended a 
number of functions held by other societies. 

LEW w. REID, 
Secretary. 

889: STRATHCLYDE "BONNIE JEAN" BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 14th January the "Immortal Memory" was 

proposed by our Treasurer, Mr. J. Summers. The toast to "The Lasses" was 
proposed by our Vice-President, Mr. H. Lennox. 

Other events: Two schools competitions were held this year, one for the 
primary schools in Motherwell and the other for schools in Wishaw. All com
petitors received a Burns Federation certificate and the first and second in each 
of the four sections received a prize. Our St. Andrew's Night was held on 27th 
November and the toast of "Scotland and St. Andrew" was proposed by 
Alexander Black. Our annual outing took place to Dumfries. 

ALAN HUTCHISON, 
Secretary. 

890: WOLLONGONG BURNS SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January, 1977, the "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by Mr. Tom Paton. 
Other events: various social evenings were held in March, May, July, Septem

ber and November. 
LACHLAN M. CHJRNSIDE, 

Secretary. 
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892: AYRSHIRE METAL PRODUCTS BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 

Mr. James Miller, our Past President. Mr. Miller was made an Honorary 
Member for his services to the Club. 

Other events: The toast to "Scotia" at our annual St. Andrew's Night was 
proposed by Mr. Sam Gaw, Past President of the Ayrshire Association of 
Burns Clubs. Members also attended church service at Irvine Old Parish and 
the wreath laying ceremony at Irvine Moor. R. CAMPBELL, 

Past Secretary. 

893: NORTH BAY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the 

Elks Hall where we had an attendance of 145. Mr. John Fulton presided over 
the customary ritual. The Address to the Haggis was by Mr. Eddie Lollie, who 
was elected President at the April A.G.M. Mr. William Carson proposed the 
"Immortal Memory". He was also re-elected to a second term as Secretary, 
having previously held this office in 1971-74. Solos were sung by Mrs. Irma 
Boyle, Mrs. Ian Cameron and Mr. Maurice Skivington. Mrs. Lena Ackroyd 
presided at the piano. 

Other events: Our Club continues to prosper and our meetings are all well 
attended. The high points of the year are the St. Andrew's Night and Hogmanay 
party. WILLIAM CARSON, 

Secretary. 

894: BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Burns Dinner and Dance was held on 21st 

January when we again paid tribute to our National Bard, Robert Burns. Mr. 
D. W. Valentine gave the "Immortal Memory" and the President Mr. J. Rankin 
welcomed the guests. "The Toon we bide in" was proposed by Mr. A. T. 
Greer, to which the Mayor, Mrs. P. Byars, responded. Mr. D. Hughes pro
posed the toast of "The Lasses" and this was answered by Mrs. G. Greer. 

Other events: The Caledonian Ball was held on 19th November, 1976. Other 
events included the Buffet Dance on 18th March, 1977 and the lst and 2nd 
rounds of the Burns Federation Quiz on 30th October, 1976. 

895: WESTERTON BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Members and friends held the Burns Supper in 

the Walter Hotel, Bridge of Allan on 21st January, 1977. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Mr. John Vallely, M.A., Rector of Blackburn 
Academy. "The Lasses" were toasted by Mr. John Murphy, Director of Social 
Services in the Central Region of Scotland. The Address to the Haggis was 
given by J. M. Johnston and "Tam o' Shanter" was recited by W. Davidson. 
Thereafter the company was entertained by members and friends. 

Other events: An outing to Inversnaid Hotel comprised a dinner and social in 
November. On 1 lth February, 1977 the Committee journeyed again to lnver
snaid to hold a Burns Nicht and revive the local club after a break of fifteen 
years. THOMAS HEGGIE, 

Secretary. 
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896 : SIEP.RA LEONE CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The dinner was held on 29th January, 1977 at 

Cape Sierra Hotel, Freetown and was attended by 130 people comprising the 
following nationalities: British, Sierra Leonean, Australian, German, Dutch, 
Armenian, American and Norwegian. Our guests enjoyed the speeches and an 
excellent rendition of "Tam o' Shanter". 

Other events: On 19th September, 1976 we held a "Taste of Scotland" lunch, 
at which we provided traditional Scottish fare for our guests. The St. Andrew's 
Night Dinner and Ball was held on 27th November, 1976, and the season was 
rounded off by the Chieftain's Barbecue on 19th March, 1977. 

897: GLENBERVIE BURNS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 
Another successful year was completed by the Association whose chief 

interest lies in preserving Burns monuments and relics in North-east Scotland. 
The highlight was the presentation to the Association by Captain John B. 
Adam of the pane of engraved glass, a full report of which appears on page 36 of 
this Chronicle. 

900: IRVINE VALLEY BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The dinner was held on 4th February in Gowan

bank Hotel, Darvel, the "Immortal Memory" being proposed by Councillor 
T. A. McMillan. Mr. William Miller of Kilmarnock proposed the toast to 
"The Lasses", which was very ably replied to by Ex-Provost Mrs. M. Garven of 
Kilmarnock. 

Other events: The annual outing took place on 5th June to the Trossachs, 
returning to Gowanbank Hotel for high tea and a most enjoyable social hour. 
The Club was represented at the Leglen Wood service in July. 

(Mrs.) P. R. McMILLAN, 
Secretary. 

902: NEWMARKET BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Commemoration Supper was held 

in the Wellington Bar, Manor Street, Falkirk on Tuesday, 18th January, 1977. 
Ex-Provost Tom Barrie of Kilsyth proposed the "Immortal Memory". 48 
members of the Club attended. 

Other events: The Annual General Meeting and one other meeting took 
place during the 1976-77 season. 

909: RICHMOND (N. YORKS.) CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was the most successful Burns' Supper to 

date, with 160 members and friends in attendance. Among the excellent speakers, 
Mr. John Robinson of Edinburgh, who proposed the "Immortal Memory" was 
outstanding. 

Other events: All meetings throughout the year were well attended and the 
Club membership now stands at over 70. More than a hundred people were 
present at the Ceilidh and also at the St. Andrew's Ball when the music was 
supplied by Ian Reid and his band from Dundee. 

(Mrs.) N. D. BRADSHAW, 
Secretary. 
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917: SCOTTISH PRESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
Annual Dinner Report: This year saw a change of venue and date for this 

annual function and this proved to be a very successful alteration. It was held 
on Saturday, 7th May at Doncaster and the attendance was double that of the 
previous year. President Mrs. Jean Jeavons welcomed her principal guests, the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Doncaster, the members and their guests and was 
supported by her Vice-Presidents. Songs were rendered by Mrs. May Gray and 
Mr. Jack Johnson, both accompanied by Mrs. M. Kirk. The noted Highland 
dancer, Gillian Reekie was at her best and piper Ken McLeod played for the 
President and the dancing. 

Other events: A successful evening entitled "The Jolly Beggars in Poosie 
Nansie's Parlour" (see photograph on page 94 of the Chronicle) was held in a 
local church hall in Rotherham in February and attracted a full attendance. 
A Haggis Supper was served, suitably addressed by Mrs. A. Pettigrew of 
Motherwell. The dress of the evening was that of the time of Robert Burns and 
an appropriate programme of poems, and songs was enjoyed by the company. 

LEW w. REID, 
Secretary. 

918: DOVER AND EAST SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: 200 members and friends attended a supper and 

dance at Dover Town Hall when the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by 
Lieut. Colonel William Hammond, M.B.E. The meal was served in the ancient 
Maison Dieu Hall which has strong links with the Cinque Ports, whose volun
teers were present at the funeral of our Bard. The President, J. R. Warnock, was 
in the Chair and addressed the Haggis. 

Other events: These included a Barbecue, Midsummer Meeting, Sherry 
Party, a St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance, when the toast "Caledonia and St. 
Andrew" was proposed by a former footballer from Heart of Midlothian. A 
bus party went to the Richmond Highland Games where we met many old 
friends. 

(Mrs.) D. MACFARLANE, 
Secretary. 

919: ORANGE AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION AND BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: 120 members and guests were present when the 

toast of the "Immortal Memory" was delivered by Mrs. J. Allen of Sydney who 
gave an excellent, informative and humorous address. The toast "The Land of 
our Adoption" was proposed by Mr. Alex Johnson of Sydney and the toast 
"Scotland" proposed by the Mayor. The Haggis was piped in by Pipe Major 
Bill Durham, late of Bowhill Colliery Pipe Band. An excellent meal was served 
by our member Mrs. Griffith and her helpers. Mrs. Griffith, who also made the 
Haggis, is 82 years old. 

Other events: These included the Tartan Ball in September 1976, with an 
attendance of over 500 and the Highland Games in February, 1977 when more 
than 5,500 were present. Other important occasions were the Clan Night in 
November and the members' monthly socials, held every fourth Friday. 
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921: NORTHERN SCOTTISH COUNTIES ASSOCIATION OF BURNS CLUBS 
At the Annual General Meeting, a highly successful year was reported by the 

Secretary and Treasurer, Miss Hall, who submitted the annual reports, on 
which she was warmly congratulated. A fund-raising concert is being arranged 
during the coming year. The Association took the opportunity of thanking the 
William Coull Anderson Trustees for providing a secure cabinet in the Library 
of Arbroath for the engraved pane of glass recently presented by Captain Adam. 
In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Charles Easton, the Vice President, 
occupied the chair. (Miss) ETHEL HALL, 

Secretary. 

922: CL UMBER BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Departing from the usual custom at this function, 

the members held a discussion of matters pertaining to the Club and its activities. 
Other events: Meetings were held in members' homes throughout the season 

and some excellent talks were given by members, followed by interesting dis-
cussions. (Mrs.) EvA E. REID, 

Secretary. 

926: ROSAMOND BURNS CLUB (GRETNA GREEN) 
Anniversary Dinner Report: The "Immortal Memory" was given by Mr. 

David Campbell of Dumfries at the fourth Anniversary Supper. The attendance 
was no less than on previous occasions, which is a tribute to the sustained 
interest of the members of this young club. 

After two years in office as President, Mrs. Hilda Falder stepped down in 
favour of the Club's Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Kit Davidson. The members 
wish to express their thanks and appreciation to Hilda Falder for her work and 
interest in keeping alive the Burns spirit among us in these formative years. Her 
home at "Oak bank", Longtown is well known as a focal point for many exiled 
Scots from all over the world. It is not surprising therefore that the Rosamond 
Burns Club maintains a close correspondence with its sister, the Canterbury 
Burns Club of New Zealand: 

"And I will come again my love, though it were ten thousand miles." 

930: WHEATSHEAF BURNS CLUB 

M. MILLANE, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the 
Wheatsheaf Inn, Falkirk on Wednesday, 26th January, 1977, with 50 members 
in attendance. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Robert Law, 
Vice-President of the Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perthshire Area Federa
tion. All singers and reciters were greatly appreciated and a most enjoyable time 
was had by all. 

Other events: The Club members enjoyed an outing to Dumfries on 29th 
August, 1976 and visited all the places of interest associated with the last years 
of the Bard. The Annual Dinner Dance was held in the Ellwyn Restaurant, 
Grangemouth in October, 1976. The A.G.M. was held in the Wheatsheaf Inn 
on 25th May, 1977 and a social evening followed the business meeting. 

ToMWEIR, 
Secretary. 
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934: THE MANAMA CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The Annual Burns' Supper was held on 25th 
January, 1977 and was attended by members and guests totalling about 220. 
The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Norman Agnew, an Inverness 
solicitor, who kindly agreed to come over for this purpose. Society members 
proposed the other toasts and rendered some of Burns' songs. 

Other events: St. Andrew's Celebration Dinner and Dance was held at the 
end of November with about 140 in attendance. A mock Highland Games 
was held in January, complete with caber-tossing, and a very successful Ceilidh 
held in March was complete with Highland dancing. A Silver Jubilee Reception 
was held at the British Embassy on 21st April, 1977. This was hosted by the 
British Ambassador and the local British societies. 

936: IRVINE LASSES BURNS CLUB 

IAN McANDIE, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our second Burns Supper was highly successful, 
with 105 Lasses and Lads sitting down to the traditional fare. A local District 
Councillor, Mrs. Margaret Parker, gave the "Immortal Memory" which was 
thought-provoking and amusing in turn. Our own special toast to "The Laddies" 
was given by our Vice-President Nan Whyte, who also gave beautiful violin 
solos later in the evening. A very witty reply to this toast was made by Mr. W. 
Gooding, Deacon Convenor of the Incorporated Trades oflrvine. The toast and 
reply to "The Lasses" was ably made by Mr. and Mrs. James Wales, Past 
President of Irvine Burns Club. Readings were given by Sam Gaw, and solos by 
Fay McDougall and James Gillon. The whole proceedings were chaired by our 
President, Anne Gaw. A comprehensive vote of thanks was given by Catherine 
MacPhee. 

Other events: During our second year, we have had many interesting speakers, 
among whom were those who spoke on Scottish Literature and culture, apart 
from Robert Burns. Our summer trip was to the Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton, 
when we made the acquaintance of that fine Burnsian, Mr. Sam Hay, who really 
made the place come alive for us. Other highlights of the year were the coffee 
morning in September, 1976, to raise money to subsidise the next Burns Supper. 
Soon after this our President received her Commemorative Medal, for which 
we had worked so hard during our first year. 

Throughout the year several members had met regularly, to read the "guid 
Scots tongue", and it was gratifying to be invited to take part in several Burns 
Suppers and Scots Nichts. We were also invited for return visits from the 
previous year when three members had presented Burns Suppers for local 
organisations. We had the feeling that the Irvine Lasses had arrived! 

937: EAST KILBRIDE BURNS CLUB 

ROSALIND KEYTE, 

Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: 224 members and guests attended the Anniversary 
Dinner which was held in the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride on Saturday, 29th 
January, 1977. The President, Mr. Andrew Hamilton, was in the Chair and the 
"Immortal Memory" was proposed by the Rev. James Currie. The toast to 
"The Lasses" was given by Mr. Stewart Hunter and the reply was by Mrs. 
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Libby Brown. Mr. James Copeland gave the address to the Haggis. The 
evening was a great success and the surplus for the evening, £177·05, was donated 
to the British Heart Foundation Appeal. 

JOYCE MCATEER, 
Secretary. 

938: MILTON COMMUNITY CENTRE BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our second Annual Burns Supper was held at 

the Milton Community Centre on 15th January, 1977. The "Immortal Memory" 
was ably proposed by our President, Mr. Frank McAdam, and a most interesting 
and educational night was enjoyed by all. 

Other events: There have been eight meetings in the 1976-77 season, ranging 
from illuminating talks on the Bard to various Tartan Nights. 

JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Secretary. 

940: PEMBROKESHIRE CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Over 150 members and guests attended. The 

"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Frank Walker. 
Other events: We had large attendances at both the St. Andrew's Nicht Ball 

and the New Year's Eve Ball. Mrs. Sheena Wilson was elected as the first Lady 
President of the Society since its inception in 1948. 

D. MACARTHUR, 
Secretary. 

941: THE ROBERT BURNS CLUB OF SAN DIEGO 
This new Club held regular monthly meetings, featured by full participation 

by the membership, with some outstanding guest speakers, including Dr. 
Geddes McGregor. A St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 27th November 
at Shelter Island Inn. Wives and friends attended and the programme was 
furnished by Club members. At the Burns Dinner, sponsored by the San Diego 
Highland Dancers' Association on 22nd January, 1977, several Club members 
contributed to the programme, led by Thomas Cunningham, who proposed the 
"Immortal Memory". 

944: THE ALAMO BURNS CLUB 

SANDY CARLYLE, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The first Annual Dinner as an "official" Burns 
Club was held in the Alamo Lounge on 25th January and was a most successful 
and enjoyable event. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by the President, 
Mr. William Williamson. An excellent evening's entertainment of music, song 
and poetry was provided by local artistes. The inimitable Mat Mackie received 
a standing ovation for a brilliant rendering of "Tam o' Shanter". Ken McKenzie 
addressed the Haggis, which was piped in by Alex Prentice. The success of the 
evening has been reflected in an increasing amount of names being added to the 
waiting list for membership of this young and thriving Burns Club. 

Other events: On Saturday, llth June, 1977 some 20 members and their wives 
or sweethearts had a bus run to Alloway and Ayr. 

JIMMY FISHER, 
Secretary. 
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945: KIRKLEES HIGHLAND ASSOCIATION 

Anniversary Dinner Report: The anniversary of the Immortal Bard was 
celebrated on Saturday, 22nd January, 1977 with a Dinner and Ceilidh at St 
Patrick's Centre, Huddersfield. The President's party included the guests of 
honour, the Mayor and Mayoress of Kirklees, Alderman and Mrs. Alistair 
Mason, and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Woolgar (of "Crossroads" fame) were escorted 
to their seats by Piper Jock Macintosh. Following the piped entry of the Haggis 
it was addressed in true Burnsian fashion by Mrs. A. Davie. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by the Association's Vice-President, Mr. J. Davie 
(A life member of the Plymouth branch). In his toast to "The Association" the 
Mayor expressed his interest in and support of its aims and activities, as an 
exiled Scot himself. President-elect Mr. M. McNee gave the toast to "The 
Lasses". Members and guests concluded the evening with dancing and enjoyed 
the displays of Highland and Irish dances. 

Other events: A Silver Jubilee Dance was held on 22nd April at Paddock 
Village Hall, Huddersfield. A very successful and enjoyable evening was had by 
all who attended. Our Annual Dance was held on 23rd September, 1977 at 
Lockwood British Legion Club, Huddersfield. 

E. J. MEDLEN, 

Secretary. 

948: SALTCOATS GLENCAIRN MASONIC BURNS CLUB 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Approximately 85 members and guests attended 
the second Annual Burns Supper on 28th January, 1977 in the Saltcoats Masonic 
Social Club. The President, Mr. W. Reid, welcomed members and their guests. 
The evening commenced in the traditional manner, the Haggis being piped in 
and borne by our Treasurer, Mr. J. Howie. The Address was thunderously 
given by Mr. J. Edgar. After the Selkirk Grace by Mr. G. Tedford, the company 
sat down to a dinner graciously served by members of the Social Club's ladies' 
section. Mr. Bob Scott, one of our founder members, proposed the "Immortal 
Memory", his theme being the philosophy of Burns. Burns' songs were beauti
fully sung by Mr. G. Mciver, the accompanists being Mr. S. Patterson (organ) 
and Mr. J. Pollok (violin). The night would not be complete without some 
readings of Burns and these were expertly rendered by Messrs A. Howie and 
W. Richardson of Ardrossan. The vote of thanks was given by Mr. G. Evans. 

Other events: Our monthly meetings were well attended. The guest speakers 
have included Mr. Sam Gaw of Irvine Burns Club who gave a talk on "Irvine 
and Burns". Mr. J. McWilliams of Auchencruive spoke on "Burns and his 
Lasses" and Mr. D. Frew of Stevenston gave us an excellent filmed puppet show 
on "Tam o' Shanter". 

Highlight of our year, apart from the Burns Supper, was a very successful 
evening on lOth December, 1976 when we held a "Scots Night". The principal 
entertainers were Bob Scott and Bob McNeish, with a supporting cast of guest 
singers and musicians. 

G. TEDFORD, 

Secretary. 

950: DRUMMOYNE AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY 

Anniversary Dinner Report: Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the 
Masonic Hall, Drummoyne on Monday, 24th January, 1977. Luckily we had 
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a fairly cool evening after the extreme heat we have had this summer. 191 
members and friends attended and we had our usual good musical programme. 
Among the guests present were Messrs A. Johnstone and John Begg from the 
Burns Federation. Our principal speaker was Mr. Charles Murray, a Past 
President of the Scottish Society and Burns Club. The piper was Mr. Duncan 
MacDermid and the Haggis Bearer was Mr. Donald Wilson. 

951: BIRNBECK BURNS CLUB, WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
Anniversary Dinner Report: Our first official dinner was held in the Arosfa 

Hotel on 27th January, when the President, Mr. Jim Dickson informed us that 
we had become affiliated to the Burns Federation as Club No. 951, and read a 
message of good wishes from the President of the Federation. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Mr. Angus Wilson. The Haggis was piped in and 
addressed by Mr. Jock Simpson who also proposed the toast to "The Lasses"; 
this was replied to by Mrs. May Dickson. 

A. L. WILSON, 
Secretary. 

952: GUILDFORD AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Anniversary Dinner Report: On 22nd January the President, the Rt. Hon. 

Lord Hamilton of Dalzell, introduced to the 122 members and friends present 
Sir William Murrie, G.C.B., K.B.E., LL.D., who proposed the "Immortal 
Memory". Sir William, a former Permanent Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland, came from Edinburgh for the occasion. 

Other events: These included a film evening courtesy of the Scottish Tourist 
Board; and at St. Andrews-tide we joined the congregation of Christ Church, 
Guildford for our annual Church Service. 

MARY E. GARDNER, 
Secretary. 

953: KHAMIS MUSHAYT BURNS CLUB 
Anniversary Dinner Report: This was held on Thursday, 27th January in the 

B.A.C. Dining Club, with John McDermott as Chairman. The "Immortal 
Memory" was proposed by Ean Robertson. The toast to "The Lasses" was 
proposed by Norrie Hercus and Gillie Banks gave the reply. The Haggis was 
addressed by Eddie Hogg. Gillie Banks delighted all with her songs. 

Other events: Our monthly meetings and Burns' Nichts are gaining in popu
larity, while the St. Andrew's Night was a full house. 

954: NEWTON BURNS CLUB, AYR 

D. B. SAMPSON, 
Secretary. 

Anniversary Dinner Report: This took place on 4th February, 1977, when the 
"Jmmortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. K. C. Burgess. 

Other events: The annual Ladies Night Dance was held on 18th June, 1976. 
GEORGE BAIN, 

Secretary. 
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LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 

THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 3lst July, 1977) 

Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 84 David B. Brown Alasdair M. Gordon, 39 Port
land Street, Kilmarnock 
KAl lJP 

1 The Burns Club of 
London 

2 Alexandria Burns Club 

4 Callander Burns Club 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 

7 Thistle Burns Club 

9 Royalty Burns Club 

10 DumbartonBumsClub 

1868 1885 209 Jamie F. George Jamie F. George, 45 Holland 
Park, London Wl 1 3RP 

1884 1885 150 Robert Armstrong John Barton, Cedar Cottage, 
126 Middleton Street, 
Alexandria, Dunbartonshire 
G83 ODQ 

1877 1885 43 A. R. Thompson D. M. Elliott, 58 Glen Gdns., 

1885 1963 55 James Irvine 
Callander, Perthshire 

Mrs. J. Irvine, 25 Queensway, 
Earlston, Berwickshire TD4 
6EU 

1882 1885 50 James McAulay Robert S. Millar, 12 Avon 
Avenue, Bearsden, Glasgow 
G61 2PS 

1882 1886 238 Henry W. G. Kerr Eric Ewart, 47 Rodger Ave., 
Newton Mearns, Glasgow 

1859 1886 130 John M. Dow 
G77 6JS 

James L. Hempstead, 31 
Dumbuck Cres., Dumbarton 
G821EJ 

11 Chesterfield and District 1886 1886 151 Mrs. Cath. Hess 
Caledonian Assoc. 

Trevor Chappell, 26 Ashgate 
Avenue, Chesterfield, Derby
shire S40 lJB 

14 Dundee Burns Club 

15 Belfast Bums Assoc. 

17 Nottingham Scottish 
Association 

20 Airdrie Burns Club 

21 Greenock Bums Club 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 

26 Perth Burns Club 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns 
Club 

36 Rosebery Burns Club 
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1860 1886 

1886 1886 

49 J. M. Clarke 

65 Captain William 
Campbell 

1871 1886 250 G. A. R. Calder, 
B.Sc., A.R.l.C. 

G. Curran, c/o Dundee Burns 
Club, 37 Union St., Dundee 

Miss May White, 20a Cyprus 
Park, Belfast BT5 6EA 

Capt. D. Shore, 21 Farm Rd., 
Chilwell, Beeston, Notting
ham NG9 5BZ 

1883 1885 105 Matthew Hood Matthew P. Kidd, 'Coorie 
Doon,' Queen Victoria St., 
Airdrie ML6 ODL 

1801 1886 159 John M. Elliott Duncan McSwein (Snr.), 

1848 1886 35 H. J. Hayhoe 

O.B.E., J.P., 3 Welbeck St., 
Greenock PAI 6 7R W 

Miss Helen M. Muir, 10 
Blinkbonny Rd., Edinburgh 
EH43HX 

1873 1977 40 D. M. Paton, Snr W. B. Edwards, 19 Juniper 

1872 1886 100 Robert A. 
Macdonald 

1825 1887 90 J. R. Clark 

1885 1887 58 Peter Hill 

Pl., Oakbank, Perth 
David Watson, C.A., 147 Bath 
Street, Glasgow G2 4SN 

W. Walker, lOBraehead, 
Dairy, Ayrshire KA24 SEX 

Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 
'Cruhope,' 49 St. Kenneth 
Drive, Glasgow G51 4QF 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

37 Dollar Burns Club ISS7 ISS7 IOO Philip Coutts Alex. B. Mciver, Harviestoun 
Lodge, Dollar FKI4 7PY 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club IS72 ISS9 I2S John Fraser Douglas W. Cruickshank, 7 
Baillieswells Dr., Aberdeen 
ABI9AT 

42 Strathearn Burns Club ISS9 I950 20 Alan Clark Mrs. G. B. Lowe, Konda, 
Perth Road, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 3EQ 

45 Cumnock Burns Club ISS7 IS9I 132 Anthony L. Robin D. Hunter, I The 
McKnight Square, Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KAIS IBQ 
4S Paisley Burns Club IS05 IS9I 37 Hugh Crawford R. Y. Corbett, 36 Riccartsbar 

Avenue, Paisley PA2 6BG 
49 Bridgeton Burns Club IS70 IS9I 900 Stuart M. Wallace R. J. Wilson, I2I West Regent 

Street, Glasgow G2 2SD 
50 Stirling Burns Club ISS6 IS92 90 Iain MacGregor Henry Robb, LL.B., 3 Pitt 

Terrace, Stirling 
55 Derby Scottish Assoc. IS90 IS93 3S5 Douglas Strong Eric Brocklehurst, I I East-

and Burns Club wood Avenue, Littleover, 
Derby DE3 6BQ 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik Burns IS93 I971 I9 Wm. Livingstone Jos. Mackin, 42 Logan Ave., 
Club Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KAIS 3HB 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars IS93 IS93 I05 Leslie R. Haynes Robert Smith, I 05 Kirn Drive, 

Burns Club Gourock PAI9 lEG 
62 Cupar Burns Club ISS4 IS93 130 Provost And. M. Robert W. McLeod, 'Dun-

Scott, M.B.E. vegan,' Ashlar Park, Cupar, 
Fife KAIS 5AQ 

6S Sandyford (Glasgow) IS93 IS94 550 John B. J. S. Steel, 139 St. Vincent St., 
Burns Club Carmichael Glasgow G2 5JJ 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, IS6I IS94 397 H. J. Horrell D. McDonald ISI Shetland 
inc. St., Dunedin, New Zealand 

71 Carlisle Burns Club ISS9 IS95 IS T. T. Ferguson Dr. T. T. Ferguson, The Bur-
roughs, Papcastle, Cocker-
mouth 

72 Partick Burns Club ISS5 IS95 SS James H. Graham Russell A. Sharp, 270 Dum-
barton Road, Partick, Glas-
gow Gll 6TX 

74 Nat. Burns Memorial ISSS IS95 Sir Claude Hagart Alastair J. Campbell, c/o Mc-
and Cottage Homes, Alexander of Kenzie, Roberton & Co., 53 
Mauchline Ballochmyle, Bt. Bothwell Street, Glasgow G2 

6TE 
S2 Arbroath Burns Club ISSS IS96 lOS David Chapel, Harry C. Nicoll, I I Gallow-

M.B.E. den Road, Arbroath, Angus 
DDII 3HL 

SS Dunfermline United ISI2 IS96 Ill The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, I4 Park Avenue, 
Burns Club Earl of Elgin and Dunfermline KY12 7HX 

Kincardine, 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 

S9 Sunderland Burns Club IS97 IS97 7S M. Mair R. G. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland SR6 SAZ 

95 Bolton Burns Club ISSI IS97 12S G. Moyes Mrs. W. G. Diggle, IS Gorses 
Mount, Darcy Lever, Bolton, 
Lanes. 
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No. Name 
Mem

Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

96 Jedburgh 1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace John Gibson, 35 Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. 
TD8 6JY 

112 Dumfries Bums Howff 1889 1899 100 D. Cook D. Smith, 22 Cargenbridge, 
Troqueer, Dumfries DG2 
8LW 

Club 

116 Greenloaning Burns 
Club 

120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 

124 The Ninety Bums Club 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 

133 Newarthill Burns Club 

149 Elgin Burns Club 

152 The Hamilton Bums 
Club 

158 Darlington Burns Assoc. 

167 Birmingham and Mid
land Scottish Society 

169 Glasgow and District 
Bums Association 

173 Irvine Burns Club 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
Club 

187 Galashiels Bums Club 

192 Ayrshire Association of 
Bums Clubs 

197 Winnipeg Burns Club 

198 Gorebridge Burns Club 

199 Newbattle and District 
Burns Club 

170 

1889 1900 70 Peter I. Mcintosh, Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 
J.P. Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 

1820 1900 280 J. Watson Black Mrs. I. Robertson, 'Red 
Stacks,' 189 Wellsway, 
Keynsham, Bristol, Avon. 

1890 1902 53 R. M. Jack J. C. McVittie, W.S., 4 North 

1866 1902 75 

1903 1904 19 

1901 1905 100 

1877 1906 204 

1906 1906 81 

Charlotte St., Edinburgh 
EH24HT 

Festus I. W. C. Inglis McAulay, Kirkshiels, 
Moffat Main Street,Polmont by 

Falkirk 
Richard Freer Thomas Boslem, 82 Mosshall 

St., Newarthill, Motherwell 
William Wittet, Wm. D. G. Chalmers, Royal 

C.B.E., J.P. Bank Bdgs., Elgin, Moray 
IV30 lDY 

James K. Borland, W. L. Gold, 25 Chatelherault 
L.D.S., R.F.P.S. Cres., Hamilton ML3 7PZ 

Mrs. W. A. Hogg Mrs. L. E. Gowan, 23 Hewit
son Road, Darlington DLl 
4NU 

1888 1924 300 R. K. Chalmers A. R. Stalker, 70 Harborne 
Road, Warley, West 
Midlands B68 9JH 

1907 1908 15 Peter Shaw 
Clubs 

Scott I. Galt, 8 Buchanan St., 
Glasgow G 1 3LL 

1826 1908 450 Provost Alexander Andrew Hood, 'Chamber-
A. Rubie houses,' Irvine KA12 OJQ 

1909 1909 9 Dr. R. Mcinroy John Dorward, 17 Linfem 
Rd., Dailly KA26 9SW 

1908 1909 130 R. Scott Forsyth D. Wilkinson, 27 Kenilworth 
Ave., Galashiels TDl 2DD 

1908 1910 28 Mrs. Inez Logan Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Clubs Ploughlands Road, Dun

donald KA2 9BY 
1907 1911 48 John D. Barbour E. R. Evans, 116-81 Roslyn 

Rd., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R3L OG3 

1906 1911 250 Archd. Lochrie A. Law, 41 Newhunterfield, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 
EH23 4BD 

1910 1911 60 J. Telford David Smith, 77 Sixth Street, 
Newtongrange, Midlothian 



No. Name 

209 Greenock St. John's 
Burns Club 

Mem
Inst. Fed. bers President 

1909 1909 50 Robert Miller 

Secretary 

Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 
Murdieston Street, Greenock 
PA15 4DT 

212 Portobello Burns Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 'Quar-
J.P. dene,' 8 Bryce Ave., Edin

burgh EH? 6TX 
217 Eskdale Burns Club 1886 1913 150 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. SheenaElliot,5Academy 

Place, Langholm, Dumfries
shire DG 13 OBA 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis 1905 1913 37 J. Gordon Forsyth, Stephen H. Kohlbry, P.O. Box 
Jr. 7039, St. Louis, Missouri 

63177, U.S.A. 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 1820 1913 119 Thomas Phin John A. C. McFadden, 37 

George Street, Dumfries 
DGl lEA 

236 Whitehaven Burns Club 1914 1914 60 James Quin J. Quin, 15 Carlton Drive, 
Fairfield, Whitehaven, 
Cumbria CA28 

237 Uddingston Masonic 
Burns Club 

238 Burns Club of Atlanta 

239 Hawick Burns Club 

242 Montrose Burns Club 

252 Alloway Burns Club 

263 Glasgow Masonic 
Burns Club 

274 Troon Burns Club 

275 Ayr Burns Club 

282 The Burns Bowling 
Assoc. 

284 Philadelphia North
eastern Burns Club 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 
Poosie Nansie Burns 
Club 

296 Walsall Burns Club 

1914 1914 30 Fred. E. Burton J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Uddingston, Glasgow G71 

1896 1914 70 G. A. Findlay 

1878 1914 1100 H. Sprewg 

7JU 
J. Frank Clark, 6796 Black 
Twig Ct., Riverdale, Georgia 
30274, U.S.A. 

M. Deal, Hawick Burns 
Club, Albert Bridge, Ha wick, 
Roxburghshire 

1908 1915 120 R. M. Livingston Stanley G. Strachan, West
Lands, Redfield Crescent, 
Montrose, Angus DDIO 8TN 

1908 1918 165 James Glass, M.A. George A. Bryan, 
T.Eng.(CEI), A.M.I.T.E., 

1919 1919 173 Frank McAdam 

1920 1920 120 Alastair Fraser 

1886 1920 178 Allan Stoddart 

1898 1920 17 John C. McNicol 
Clubs 

1896 1921 16 Douglas Mackay 

1921 1921 35 John Mallinson 

1900 1922 150 G. H. Henderson 

20 Hawkshill Avenue, Ayr 
KA8 9JP 

Frank Beaumont, 20 Borth
wick Street, Glasgow G32 

George Welsh, 3 Cavendish 
Place, Troon, Ayrshire 
KAIO 6JG 

Robert Cuthbertson, Bywell, 
100 Ayr Road, Prestwick 
KA91RR 

John Melville, 24 Woodlands 
Rd., Glasgow G3 6UR 

Rev. John H. Leitch, S.T.D., 
775 Copeland School Road, 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
19380, U.S.A. 

Robert Hendry, 18 Park View, 
Newcraighall, Musselburgh 
EH21 8RP 

W. A. Reid, 16 Harpur Road, 
Walsall, Staffs. 
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The open secret 
of Grant's Haggis • • • 

There's a secret to making ha99is. few 
PWJ)le make it well, Nobody make$ 

it as wall as Grent's. Our secret is 
an open one. We us~ 
th~ be$t chefs, the b~t 
methods, and the best 

in9~dients. The ta.suit is 
the best haggis you can 
buy. The proQf is in the 

eating. 

Grant Bros. (MEAT CANNERS) Ltd. 
RICHMOND BRIDGE, GALSTON KA4 8JU Tel: 0563 820401 

P.S. Available in 31b. catering cans too 



No. Name 

303 Victoria St. Andrew's 
and Caledonian Soc. 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshim 
Association 

310 Mauchline Burns Club 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 
Edinburgh 

320 Troy Burns Club 

323 Kirkcudbright Burns 
Club 

329 Newark and District 
Cal. Soc. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 

340 Balerno Burns Club 

341 Leith Burns Club 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
Burns Club 

348 Newton Jean Armour 
Burns Club 

349 The Howff Burns Club 

350 Markinch Burns Club 

Mem
lnst. Fed. bers President 

1849 1922 210 Allen Houston 

1914 1922 141 Mrs. D. C. 
Cargill, M.A. 

Secretary 

Miss Lily Sutherland, 2315 
Blanchard St., Victoria, B.C. 
V8T 4J4, Canada 

G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Marrionville Dr., Edinburgh 
EH7 6BW 

1923 1923 81 Rev. J.C. Glennie, D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East Park 

M.A. Ave., Mauchline KA5 5BS 

1920 1923 71 M. Mcintyre Mrs. Jessie A. Bruce, 9 Victor 
Hood Park Terr., Corstorphine, 

1903 1924 15 H. Lawson 

1918 1924 95 Tom Gillespie 

Edinburgh EHl 2 SBA 
James A. MacAdam, 31 
Cardinal Ave., Albany, N.Y. 
12208, U.S.A. 

Adam Gray, lngleston, 
Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire 
DG64UA 

Mrs. E. Hamilton, 'Lindis
farne,' 27 MacAulay Ave., 
Balderton, Newark, Notts. 

1826 1925 233 David Yellowlees J.M. M. Smith, 13 Broad St., 
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire 
AB4 6JA 

1923 1924 125 Mrs. G. M. 
Mcintyre 

1881 1965 74 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 15 Dean-

1826 1925 27 Wm. Brunton 

1923 1925 9 Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jamieson 

park Grove, Balerno, Edin
burgh EH14 7EA 

Kenneth N. W. Page, 6 Cassel
bank St., Leith, Edinburgh 6 

Mrs. E. Walker, 31 Broom
park View, East Calder, Mid
lothian EH53 ODA 

1924 1925 40 Mrs. M. Kennedy Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland 
Crescent, Cambuslang, 
Lanarkshire 

1925 1925 40 Samuel Hannah Mrs. M. Boyce, 4 Midton Rd., 

1899 1925 100 Wm. Beveridge 

Shortlees, Kilmarnock 

David Wighton, 4 Sweetbank 
Drive, Markinch, Fife KY7 
6RH 

356 Burnbank and Dist. 1826 1926 40 Adam Russell Charles C. Brownlie, 4 Yews 
Crescent, Hamilton 

Masonic Burns Club 

360 Lochee Burns Club 

363 Barrow St. Andrew's 
Society 

365 Catrine Burns Club 

1926 1926 300 George S. Beattie G. Valentine, 79 Thurso Cres
cent, Dundee, Angus DD2 

1878 1926 142 William Eccles 

1925 1926 40 Hunter Faulds 

4AS 
Geoffrey C. Hewitt, 6 West 
Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness 
LA13 9AX 

Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird 
Ave., Auchinleck, Ayrshire 
KA18 2JS 
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The Burns House Museum, Mauchline, rescued from demolition 
and completely restored through the generosity of Burns lovers all 
over the world, is now open for your inspection. 

In addition to many relics of the Poet and his works, there is on 
display a collection of 'Folk objects', furniture etc., illustrating 
the history and industry of Mauchline and district. 

Open Weekdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
or by arrangement 

Admission Adults 1 Op Children 5p 

Donations for the maintenance of this historic building will be 
gratefully received by the Secretary: 
William Bee, F.P.S., F.S.A.Scot., 5 Loudoun Street, Mauchline 



No. Name 

366 Liverpool Burns Club 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
Burns Club 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Bums 
Clubs Association 

Mem
Inst. Fed. bers President 

1924 1926 87 Wm. J. Thompson 

1963 1964 100 James Gaw 

1906 1927 80 Wm. Wilson 

1925 1927 20 A. Law 
Clubs 

Secretary 

Miss Margaret J. Brownlie, 
452 Queen's Drive, West 
Derby, Liverpool, L4 8UA 

Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Ploughlands Road, Dun
donald, Ayrshire KA2 9BY 

Wm. J. Smith, 'Brookfield,' 13 
Grahamstone Avenue, Glen
garnock KA14 3AF 

G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Marionville Dr., Edinburgh 
EH7 6BW 

387 Cambuslang Mary 1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 Trossachs 
Road, Cathkin, Rutherglen Campbell Burns Club 

388 Kyle Ladies' Burns Club 1925 1927 26 Mrs. M. McPhail Mrs. H. Shaw, 4 Hunter St., 
Dykehead, Shotts, Lanark

392 Whiffiet Burns Club 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 
Club 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 
Burns Club, Dumfries 

1920 1928 35 James E. G. 
Lockhart 

shire ML7 4EE 
W. C. Sproul, 65 Blair Road, 

Coatbridge, Lanarkshire 
ML51NG 

1928 1928 100 Mrs. May Hyslop Mrs. Sally Knight, 17 Green
lea Road, Annan, Dum
friesshire 

1876 1928 32 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 'Restalrig,' 5 Grey
stone Avenue, Dumfries 
DGl lPE 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 151 Andrew Carter, 
M.A. 

Robert Watt, 62 Broad Street, 
Fraserburgh AB4 5AS 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield 

413 St. Andrew Society of 
San Francisco 

417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

426 Sauchie Burns Club 

430 Gourock Burns Club 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars 
Ladies' Club 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns 
Club 

1822 1929 285 Mrs. Dorothy 
Roberts 

1863 1929 100 Donald J. H. 
Sinclair 

1924 1929 100 J. L. Henderson 

1929 1929 100 William Snaddon 

1887 1929 110 Hamish Melville 

1929 1930 135 Mrs. W. Browne 

1930 1930 100 Mrs. E. Haining 

W. Campbell Heselwood, 4 
Whiteley Wood Road, 
Sheffield Sl 1 7FE 

Charles M. Doig, 333 Kearny 
Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
94109, U.S.A. 

Mrs. C. Henderson, Great 
Stone Edge, Blacko, Lanes. 

David S. Robertson, 31 Craig
bank, Sauchie, by Alloa, 
Clackmannanshire FKlO 
3EG 

Daniel Ferguson, M.A., 
'Rockside,' 9 Albert Road, 
Gourock PAI 5 1 NH 

Mrs. L. Nicholson, 140 
Orontes Avenue, Barrow-in
Furness, Cumbria LA14 3DL 

Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 Kirk
owens Street, Dumfries 
DGl 3DR 
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Make your film show complete with Clydesdale Bank films. Clubs, Guilds, 
Schools and other organisations may have these 30 minute 16mm colour 
productions on free loan. 

'Pr1de of Place' a film of Glasgow and the West of Scotland includes 
sequences shot at Alloway Burns Club and at Burns Statue Square, Ayr. 

'More by Design' a documentary on how design affects our everyday 
env1ronment. 

'A Land of Plenty' illustrating the history and the future of the North East of 
Scotland. 

'A Matter of Degree' the story of a young couple starting out in life. 
Plus 'A Way of Life for Us' the 53 minute official Centenary film of the Scottish 
Football Association. 
The Manager of any Branch of the Clydesdale Bank will be happy to make 
suitable arrangements. 

Clydesdale Bank Ltd 
Head Office 
30 St. Vincent Place Glasgow G1 2HL 
Telephone 041-248 7070 
Branches throughout Scotland 



No. Name 
Mem

Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

439 Barnsley and District 1930 1930 
Scottish Society 

443 Victoria (B.C.) Burns 1922 1931 
Club 

444 Swansea and West Wales 1921 1931 
Caledonian Society 

446 Herefordshire Burns 1910 1931 
Club 

453 North-Eastern Burns 1927 1931 
Club of Philadelphia 
Ladies' Aux. 

454 Rotherham and District 1924 1931 
Scottish Association 

458 Stonehaven (Fatherland) 1926 1932 
Burns Club 

461 Leicester Cal. Society 1877 1932 

462 Cheltenham Scot. Soc. 1930 1932 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club 1932 1932 

470 St. Giles' Burns Club 1924 1932 

472 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 1929 1932 
Burns Clubs 

476 Border Cities Burns 1932 1933 
Club 

492 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 1928 1934 
Society 

494 Motherwell United Ser- 1934 1934 
vices Burns Club 

500 New Curnnock Burns 1923 1934 
Club 

501 Galt Burns Club 1907 1935 

503 Dunblane Burns Club 1923 1935 

44 J. H. Nunn, 
F.H.A. 

50 Mrs. F. D. 
Mulholland 

70 Neil McGregor 

80 J. Pollock 

C. L. Sutherland, 'Woodleigh,' 
Alverthorpe, Wakefield, W. 
Yorks. WF2 OAD 

Mrs. F. D. Mulholland, 408-
640 Dallas Road, Victoria, 
B.C., Canada 

R. M. Forbes, 5 Woodlands 
Terrace, Swansea 

W. A. Muir, 3 Orchard Close, 
Holmer, Hereford HR4 9QY 

75 Miss H. Abernithy Mrs. Mary C. Christie, 4254 
Ormond St., Philadelphia, 
PA, 19124, U.S.A. 

45 Mrs. G. M. Jones John Scott, 81 Hill Top Lane, 
Kimberworth, Potlerhead, 

85 W.R. Murray 

313 R. A. Ralston 

171 Roy Goodfellow 

30 William Hendry 

85 James Taylor 

11 R. Macfarlan 
Clubs 

89 James Clanachan 

466 Mrs. Kath. 
Wagner 

82 James Williams 

180 Ian M. Hogg, 

52 W. G. Pettigrew 

22 J. C. Davidson 

Yorks S61 2EQ 
Mrs. E. Thomson, 56c High 
St., Stonehaven, Kincardine
shire AB3 2JQ 

Mrs. J. M. Cutting, Glen
moray, 56 Dean Road West, 
Hinchley, Leics. LElO lQB 

Mrs. Peggy Aitkenhead, 28 
Charlton Close, Charlton 
Kings, Cheltenham GL53 
8DJ 

David Blair, 51 Westboreland 
Rd., Denny, Stirlingshire 
FK6 

George Peterkin, 24 Pansport 
Road, Elgin, Moray 

James A. Baird, 4 Binnie St., 
Gourock, Renfrewshire 

Ronald Shields, 831 St. Marks, 
St. Clair Beach, Ontario, 
Canada N8N 2H6 

A. D. Johnston, 2 Hide Road, 
Harrow, Middlesex 

John Addie, l Torridon Ave., 
Newarthill, Motherwell 

W. C. G. Pearson, M.A., 
Schoolhouse, 33 Lanehead 
Terr., New Curnnock, Ayr
shire KA18 4EW 

Frank Rourke, 38 Glenview, 
Cambridge, Ont., Canada 

T. M. Turnbull, The Royal 
Bank of Scotland Ltd., 53A 
High St., Dunblane FK15 
OEQ 
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John Cairney 

tel Is 

the 

Robert Burns Story 

178 

now available as a 
DOUBLE LP - STEREO RECORDING 

6 PAGE FULLY ILLUSTRATED SLEEVE 
or in cassette form 

from 
DICK INSTITUTE KILMARNOCK SCOTLAND 

"A BEAUTIFULLY TOLD STORY MIXING LAliGHTER WITH TEARS"-F.irquhar McKenzie 



No. Name 

510 I.CJ. Grangemouth 
Burns Club 

511 Perth (West Australia) 
Burns Club 

516 Airts Burns Club, 
Prestonpans 

520 Uddingston Lochlie 
Ladies' Burns Club 

523 Highland Soc. of New 
South Wales 

Mem
Inst. Fed. hers President 

1935 1935 150 G. J. Richards 

1935 1935 80 Mrs. Cath. 
Lommon 

1936 1959 50 Andrew C. 
Robertson 

1935 1936 15 Mrs. E. Gilmour 

1877 1936 150 David T. Keers 

Secretary 

A. Sinclair, c/o I.C.I. 
Grangemouth Recreation 
Club, Earl's Road, Grange
mouth, Stirlingshire FK3 
8XG 

Mrs. J. Russell, 56 Carcoola 
St., Nollamara, Perth 6061, 
West Australia 

Walter M. Muir, 89 Gardiner 
Road, Prestonpans, East 
Lothian EH32 9QR 

Mrs. Margaret McKellar, 50 
Douglas Street, Viewpark, 
Uddingston, Glasgow G71 
SEA 

Ronald MacDonald, c/o P.O. 
Box Cl 72, Clarence Street 
Post Offi~e, Sydney, N.S.W. 
2000, Australia 

530 Southern Scot. Counties 1937 1937 19 H. Cunningham Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 Loch
side Rd., Lochside, Dumfries 
DG20EH 

Burns Association Clubs 

534 Bedlington and District 
Burns Club 

535 Plymouth and District 
Caledonian Society 

536 Whithorn and District 
Burns Club 

1934 1937 98 Dr. John Brown R B. Hamilton, 1 Acorn Ave., 

1927 1937 130 J. G. Clark 

1937 1937 50 James Edgar 

Bedlington, Northumber
land, NE22 5SN 

Mrs. A. Stewart, 17 Maple 
Grove, Plympton, Plymouth 
PL7 3SQ 

William Rae, B.L., 58 George 
Street, Whithom, Newton 
Stewart 

543 Abbey Craig Burns Club 1935 1938 95 J. G. Ferguson A. J. Gourlay, 'Fedra,' Kier 
Street, Bridge of Allan 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 211 Dr. Donald Mrs. E. Wells, 11 St. Mary's 
Court, Leeds, 7 MacMillan 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 131 J. Whitehead K. M. Cochrane, 17 Lawrence 
Grove, Scarborough Y012 
5SF 

553 Wolverhampton and H 
Dist. Cal. Society 

555 Harrogate St. Andrew's 
Society 

556 Caledonian Society of 
Doncaster 

559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

1937 1937 120 Mrs. Helen Moore J. J. Johnson, Wrottesley 
Lodge Farm, Albrighton, 
nr. Wolverhampton WV7 
3AP 

1921 1938 241 Hugh Campbell J. L. Sharpe, 7 Harcourt Rd., 
Harrogate, Yorks. HG 1 5NL 

1883 1938 79 Mrs. Jean S. Pratt W. Crawford, 3 Ennis Cres., 
Intake, Doncaster DN2 5LL 

1911 1938 360 Mrs. M. Davies R. P. Davies, 6 Willoughby 
Close, Binley, Coventry 
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SCOTTISH 
NATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 

This monumental work has now been completed. 
In 10 volumes it records the Scots language as it 
has been spoken and written since 1700. It 
serves as a key to the works of Burns, Scott and 
our other foremost Scottish writers and its voca
bulary covers every facet of Scottish life and 
history in the last three centuries. 
The subscription for the total work is £250. 

Write now to the Secretary, 
Scottish National Dictionary, 
27 George Square, 
Edinburgh, EH8 9LD. 

The Scottish National Dictionary Association 
having successfully accomplished its first project 
has begun work on a definitive one-volume 
dictionary of Scots, to be completed in about 
seven years. The Association is continuing to 
foster Scottish studies, and is registered as a 
charity for this purpose. Legacies and donations 
to further its work will be welcomed by the above. 
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No. Name 
Mem

Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

561 London (Ontario) Burns 1938 1939 
Club 

58 Dr. James Connor Ian C. Turner, 430-206 North 
Street, London, Ontario, 
Canada N6K 2H6 

562 Castle Douglas Burns 
Club 

1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 Ernespie 
Road, Castle Douglas 

563 Norfolk Caledonian 
Society 

1934 1977 400 Phil Sheridan Mrs. V. M. Walker, 52A 

566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 171 John W. Begg 
Club of Australia 

570 The Scottish Clans 1898 1939 350 L. H. Barnes 
Assoc. of London, Ltd. 

571 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 36 R. M. Allan 
Club 

572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 87 David C. Kameen 

576 Fort Matilda Burns Club 1934 1940 100 Leslie Bacon 

578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 R. B. Cleland 
Burns Clubs Clubs 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 120 Andrew Strang 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 40 John Boyle 
Burns Club 

Portersfield Road, Norwich, 
Norfolk NOR 94F 

Miss May Dickie, Unit 1, 25 
Lavender Cres., North Syd
ney, N.S.W. 2060, Australia 

W. P. Raffan, M.Sc., F.Inst.P. 
2 Erridge Rd., Merton Park, 
London, S.W. 19 

Ian G. Cameron, 9817113 St., 
Edmonton T5K 1 N3 

T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, 
Hunter St., Chester CHl 2AS 

A. B. Hawkins, 9 Denholm 
Street, Greenock 

Thos. N. Paterson, 90 Branch
alfield Dr., Wishaw, Lanark
shire ML2 8QD 

Jas. C. Allan, Craigengour 
Millport, Isle of Cumbrae 
KA28 OHQ 

Thos. Stewart, 1 Carrick Rd., 
Cumbernauld 

585 Queen's Park Bowling 
Club Clarinda Burns 
Circle 

1930 1943 175 R. B. Dunwoodie John G. Adams, 68 Curling 
Crescent, Glasgow G44 4QH 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 
Burns Club 

1944 1967 50 J. Jardine 

597 TheBurnsSocietyofthe 1871 1944 160 LeslieD. Taggart 
City of New York 

B. C. Beare, 31 Crummock St., 
Beith, Ayrshire KA15 2BD 

S. Thos. Aitken, c/o People's 
National Bank and Trust 
Co., 237 Washington Ave., 
Belleville, New Jersey 07109, 
U.S.A. 

606 Corby Stewarts & Lloyds' 1944 1945 
Burns Club 

32 W. Montgomery, M. Sullivan, 4 Blackmoor 
J.P. Avenue, Corby, Northants. 

612 Torrance Masonic Social 1928 1945 60 Fred C. Jordan 
and Burns Club 

Fred C. Jordan, West Balgro
chan Cottage, Torrance, nr. 
Glasgow 

181 



182 

Souter Johnnie's House 
The home of John Davidson, village cobbler and original Souter Johnnie of 
Burns' 'Tam o' Shanter'. Life sized stone figures of the Souter, Tam, the Inn
keeper and his wife, in garden. Thatched cottage in Kirkoswald village, near 
Maybole, Strathclyde, contains Burns's relics. Open 24 March to 30 September, 
Saturday to Thursday 12-5, and other times by appointment. Tel: Kirkoswald 
243. 
Admission 30p. Children accompanied by adults 15p. 
Custodian Mrs. Elizabeth Johnstone. (Tel: Kirkoswald 243). 

The Bachelors'Club 
In this 17th cent. thatched house, Burns and his friends formed their club in 1780 
and it was here Burns was initiated into Freemasonry in 1781 . Small museum. 
Period furnishings. Open daily, 24 March to 30 September, daily 10 a.m. -
6 p.m . Other times by appointment. Admission 30p children 15p. In Tarbolton 
village, Ayrshire . Custodian: Mr. Sam Hay, 7 Croft Street. (Tel: Tarbolton 424). 

If you are tracing the 
footsteps of the Bard, 
visit these properties 
preserved for public 
enjoyment by 

.. !f THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND 
.. 5 Charlotte Square Edinburgh EH2 4DU 031-226 5922 



No. Name 

618 Altrincham and Sale 
Caledonian Society 

626 Moffat and Dist. Burns 
Club 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan 
Club 

630 Coalsnaughton Burns 
Club 

632 Symington Burns Club 

637 Millheugh Burns Club 

642 Rutherglen Burns Club 

646 The Clear Winding 
Devon Alva Burns 
Club 

Mem
Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

1945 1945 50 Mrs. E. Hewson J.McFarlane,9KiplingClose, 
Offerton, Stockport, 
Cheshire SK2 5HS 

1946 1946 89 T. Sweetman Charles J. Young, 4 Eastgate, 
Moffat, Dumfriesshire 
DGlO 9AA 

1889 1946 150 M. S. Blair John Kidd, Little Aldie, 
Fossoway, Kinross KY13 
7QJ 

1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnstone, 42 High St .• 
Sanquhar, Dumfriesshire 

1945 1946 150 James Hunter Alex. C. Cook, 4 School Terr., 

1946 1946 136 

1941 1946 20 

1975 1975 

1946 1947 66 

Rev. Alex. S. 
Sutherland 

David Banks 

Mrs. Anna Wilson 

Hugh Paterson 

Coalsnaughton, Tillicoultry 
FK13 6JX 

Mrs. Olive Sutherland, The 
Manse, Symington, Kil
marnock KAl 5DQ 

John Perrie, 28 Westerton 
Ave., Strutherhill, Larkhall, 
Lanarkshire 

Christopher Beere, 58 Clyde 
Tower, East Kilbride 

Mrs. Anna Law, 65 Queen St., 
Alva, Clackmannanshire 
FK12 5EJ 

657 Fallin Gothenberg Burns 1947 1947 80 John Young John Milroy, 28 Lamont Cres., 
Fallin, Stirlingshire FK7 7EJ Club 

659 Dundee Burns Society 1896 1947 65 Miss H. Cuthill David W. Bett, 5 Tay Terrace, 
Newport on Tay, Fife DD6 
8AZ 

660 Langholm Ladies' Burns 1947 1947 
Club 

50 Miss A. M. Mann Mrs. N. C. L. Mcintosh, 27 
Townfoot, Langholm, Dum
friesshire DG 13 OEH 

661 Leamington and War
wick Caledonian Soc. 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. 
Caledonian Society 

664 West Kilbride Burns 
Club 

1947 1947 79 Richard Moffat Mrs. K. M. Ollett, 67 Kenil-

1907 1947 184 Roy Gillespie 
Smith 

1947 1947 145 H. G. Showell 

worth Court, Warwick, Rd., 
Coventry CV3 6JA 

Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 70 
The Avenue, Oaktree Farm, 
St. Leonards, nr. Ringwood, 
Rants BH24 2RJ 

Gordon A. Diack, Barnby, 22 
Pantonville Road, West 
Kilbride KA23 9NH 

665 Gartmorn Ladies' Burns 1947 1948 
Club 

48 Mrs. Margaret 
McConnell 

Mrs. J. Ramage, 6 Holton 
Cres., Sauchie, by Alloa 
FKlO 3DZ 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies 
Burns Club 

1947 1949 100+ Cr. John Mullen Andrew Richmond, 26 Frew 
Terrat:e, Irvine KA12 9EA 
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BURNS' 
H 0 USE 
DUMFRIES 

OPEN: 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries 

should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, 

in which the Poet lived and died. 
The House is open to visitors and 

contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House 

is one minute's walk from St. 
Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Burns 
Mausoleum. 

lst April or Good Friday (whichever is earlier) to 30th September 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-1p.m.,2-7 p.m. 
SUNDAYS 2 p.m.-7 p.m. 

lst October to 31st March or the day before Good Friday (whichever is 
earlier) 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-noon, 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
SUNDAYS Closed 

Admission to House 
Adults lOp Children 5p. 

'BURNS FAMILY TREE' 
Compiled by the late Tom McCrorie. 

On sale at House. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

674 Manchester and Salford 1890 1948 97 L. V. Allan Mrs. P. E. MacLeod, 14 
Caledonian Assoc. Bentley Road, Chorlton-

cum-Hardy, Manchester 
M211WD 

679 Tullibody and Cambus 1947 1948 50 S. Cherrie Alex Breen, 101 Carseview, 
Burns Club Tullibody, Clacks FKlO SR2 

681 The Cronies Burns Club, 1948 1948 100 T. A. McMillan Mrs. F. Lolley, 5 Peatland 
Kilmarnock Road, Shortlees, Kilmarnock 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon 1947 1948 100 George Renton Mrs. A. K. Sinton, 64 Towns-
and Dist. Cal. Soc. end Road, Tiddington, 

Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwicks. 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie 1939 1949 
Ladies' Burns Club 

34 Mrs. M. Adamson Mrs. Hazel Weierter, 5 
William Street, Kirkcaldy, 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 150 J. F. Michie 
Fife KYl lTW 

D. F. MacDougall, Outlands, 
lB Dores Road, Inverness 
IV2 4QX 

693 Masonic Burns Club, 
Kirkcudbright 

1949 1949 77 John Middleton L.D.Hinchliff,41 Castledykes 
Road, Kirkcudbright 

695 KilmaronockBurnsClub 1949 1949 167 Dr. John K. 
(Dunbartonshire) Galloway 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 200 A. S. Thomson 
Soc. of St. Andrew 

698 Turriff Burns Club 1920 1949 90 A. C. W. Sinclair 

699 Choppington Burns Club 1948 1949 70 J. Brady 

701 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 58 N. Campbell 
Mathers 

706 North Lindsey Scots Soc. 1927 1949 96 Mrs. Janet 
McDougall 

707 Malvern Scots Club 

711 The Victorian Scottish 
Union 

1945 1949 100 J. B. Arthur 

1905 1950 E. D. Rucker 

718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 225 R. I. Cocker 
of York 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 130 D. A. Hodge 
Scottish Society 

Mrs. Maureen McKenzie, 
West Cambusmoon Farm, 
Gartocharn, by Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire 

Miss Jessie H. Colville, 60 
Park Parade, Whitley Bay, 
Tyne and Wear NE26 lDX 

C. M. Angus, 9 Highfield 
Walk, Turriff ABS 7BS 

John E. Godden, 91 East 
Green, Choppington, North

umberland NE62 SSQ 
Sam R. Dickey, 4700 Curtis 
Ave, Dearborn, Michigan, 
U.S.A. 48126 

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Davenport, 
206 Ashby Rd., Scunthorpe, 
South Humberside 

Spencer W. Noble, 4 Stoke 
Gardens, Severn Stoke, 
Worcestershire 

A. Woods, 48 Springvale Rd., 
Springvale 3171, Australia 

J. Robertson, 4 Hunters Cl., 
Dunnington, York YOl SQH 

Miss E. R. Dick, 6 Burwood 
Ct., Goldlay Ave., Chelms
ford, Essex 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Burns Association who manage 
the Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the 
upkeep of the ten houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting, 
are adding to their costs and they ask you to keep this fact in mind. 
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Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to : 

A. Neil Campbell, F.C.I.S., Hon. Treasurer, 
141 Craiglea Drivei Edinburgh EHlO 5PP 



No. Name 

720 Retford and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

721 The Plymouth Burns 
Club 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 

725 Ben Cleugh Burns Club 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 

727 The St. Andrew Society 
of Denmark 

728 Bachelors' Club Com. 
Tarbolton 

730 Wigtown Burns Club 

733 Aberdeen Burns Study 
Circle 

740 Thorntree Mystic Burns 
Club 

741 Plean Burns Club 

743 The Romford Scottish 
Association 

744 Durham and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

745 Northumberland and 
Durham Cal. Society 

746 Grimsby and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

748 Ouplaymuir Burns Club 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and 
Dist. Scottish Society 

759 Sunderland and Dist. 
Caledonian Society 

Mem
Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

1949 1950 96 Mrs. C. M. Clark Mrs. D. I. Walker, 37 Hare-
wood Ave., Retford, Notts. 
DN22 7PH 

1948 1950 120 Mrs. A. G. Collins Mrs. S. M. Hosking, 370 
Taunton Avenue, Whitleigh, 

1920 1950 90 

1936 1950 72 

1950 1951 71 

1949 1951 295 

1951 1951 12 

1905 1951 60 

1951 1974 20 

1949 1952 64 

1952 1952 44 

1931 1952 108 

1950 1952 183 

1924 1952 450 

1906 1952 114 

1936 1953 32 

1938 1953 150 

1951 1953 92 

1950 1953 76 

John McLintock, 
M.A., LL.B. 

T. McEwan 

John McLean 

H. Barclay 

Maj. John Weir, 
D.S.O., M.A., 
F.E.l.S. 

Gordon S. Henry 

David Duncan 

R. S. Chambers 

J. Keirs 

E. A. Greig 

Mrs. J. Goodall 

J. Gardner 

Mrs. Dyte 

John A. Taylor 

V. W. N. Forrest 

And. McKenzie 

Don Cuthbert 

Plymouth PL5 4EL 
M. McKenzie, Francis Ville, 
Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 
IV14 9AX 

George Leathard, 19 St. Serf's 
Rd., Tillicoultry FK13 6QH 

Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 
Elgar Rd., Burwood, Vic
toria, 3125, Australia 

Per Bergenholz, Valbygaards
vej 7, 2500 Valby, Denmark 

Charles H. Garven, 109 St. 
Quivox Rd., Prestwick, Ayr

shire KA9 2ER 
John C. Mcintyre, West 
Drummoddie, Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownshire 

R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth 
Cres., Aberdeen AB2 6LH 

W. Muir, 101 High Street, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian 
EH32 9AD 

J. White, 67 Wallace Crescent, 
Plean, Stirlingshire 

W. B. Wallace, 43 Peartree 
Close, South Ockendon 
Essex RM15 6PR 

J. Stewart Tait, 66 Grange 
Rd., Belmont, Durham DHl 
lAQ 

A. M. Frood, 16 Berkeley Sq., 
Gosforth, Newcastle-upon
Tyne NE3 2JB 

Mrs. J. Littlejohn, 38 Hum
berston Ave., Humberston, 
Grimsby 

J. A. M. Inglis, M.A., LL.B., 
Crioch, Uplawmoor, Glas
gow G78 4AB 

W. W. Blunt, 82 Greenside, 
Kendal, Westmorland 

H. Robert, 30 Countess Cres., 
Blackpool FY2 9LQ 

Mrs. L. A. Nicol, 49 Hips burn 
Dr., Sunderland, Tyne-Wear 
SR31TY 
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Established 
1610 

it he {i9Iobe Jnn ... 
- ~ 

' ... the Globe Tavern here which for these many years has 

been my How.ff ... ' 
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Extract from letter by Robert Burns to 

George Thomson, April 1796 

Manager: Robert C. Keating 

Bed and Breakfast Luncheons 

56 High Street, Dumfries 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 
Beggars Burns Club 

769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 
Club 

772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 

773 Curnnock Cronies Burns 1910 1954 
Club 

775 The Hartlepools Cal. 1899 1954 
Society 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 
Scottish Society 

780 Isle of Man Cal. Soc. 1920 1955 

784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. 1946 1955 
Society 

796 Gateshead and Dist. St. 1955 1956 
Andrew's Society 

803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 
Club 

808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. 1956 1957 
Society 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 
Burns Club 

810 Thirty-seven Burns Club, 1957 1973 
Shotts 

811 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 

812 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 
Bradford 

813 Tranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 
Burns Club 

Mem-
bers President Secretary 

100 P. L. Flynn Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates 
Lane, Wrenthorpe, Wake-
field WF2 ONY 

120 Walter Robertson John Combe, 100 Garden 
Castle Park, Cardenden, Fife 
KY5 OEB 

120 John Russell John Russell, 42 Garden Terr., 
Clackmannan 

60 Tom Currie Peter Hynd, 'Corrie,' 50 Ayr 
Road, Prestwick KA91RR 

45 John McCreadie S. Fitzsimmons, 15 Hearth 
Road, Cumnock 

154 A. M. F. Doig, Mrs. S. Taylor, I Conisfliffe 
B.Sc. Road, Hartlepool, Cleveland 

137 G. Herbert B. Crosbie, Woodlands, 
Stapleton Lane, Kirkby 
Mallory, Leicestershire 

250 Mrs. Jean Bisset Mrs. F. Wilson, Bridge Inn, 
North Quay, Douglas, Isle 
of Man 

130 J. R. H. Taylor Robert Donaldson, 2 Abbot-
seat Road, Kelso TD5 7SL 

70 R. I. Lithgow Mrs. D. Doyle, 21 Wade Hill, 
Highworth, Swindon, Wilts. 

40 Mrs. J. L. Dawson Mrs. H. Jamieson, 13 North-
field Road, Gosforth, New-
castle-upon-Tyne NE3 3UL 

60 James G. Gillies James Ewan, 39 Kirkburn Dr., 
Cardenden, Fife KY5 OJF 

125 Mrs. Valerie Mrs. V. E. C. Richmond, 
Richmond Maypole Farm, Wistowgate, 

Cawood, nr. Selby, Yorks. 
Y08 OSH 

26 Alex. Torrance William Currie, 2 Woodside 
Cres., Newmains, Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire ML2 9NA 

37 J. Archibald Thos. D. Campbell, 76 Dyfrig 
Henderson St. Shotts, Lanarkshire 

ML7 4DQ 
60 Geo. Worthington Walter Hall, 5 Paterson Ave., 

Logan, Cumnock, Ayrshire 
KAIS 3HR 

120 D. B. Anderson I. D. Mciver, 113 Whitby Rd., 
Bradford 8 

46 John Cornwall Robert R. Watt, 'Ash Cott,' 
74 New Road, Tranent, East 
Lothian EH33 2AA 

40 James Campbell Ewan C. Mair, Briardale, 
Haugh Road, Dalbeattie, 
Kirkcudbrightshire 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns.'-Gfasgow Herald. 

National Burns Memorial and 
Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

The 
Cottage 
Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Poet Burns. 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the 
heart of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, 

carefully selected from all quarters. The Cottc.:gers pay neither 
rent nor taxes, and in addition, receive an annual allowance. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, 
their own furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, 
and have their own friends calling on them as they wish . 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers 
to continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'a in fireside ' 
in ideal surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose, 
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MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:-

A. J. Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 



No. Name 
Mem

Jnst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

821 Ayr Masonic Burns Club 1919 1958 40 Cr. Wm. J. Logan George G. Smith, 19 Croft
head Caravan Park, Holms
ton, Ayr KA6 6EN 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 60 William J. Edgar Mrs. Muriel Callander, Lawn 
House, Lawn Avenue, Off 
Station Road, Sutton-in

Society 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 J. M. Nicol 
Clubs 

Ashfield, Notts NG17 5FU 
Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park 
Terr., Tullibody FKIO 2QA and West Perthshire 

Assoc. of Fed. Clubs 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 60 Mrs. Nancy Miss Mary Aytoun, M.B.E., 
31 Willow Brae Avenue, 
Edinburgh 

Burns Club, Edinburgh Plucknett 

831 Lochgoilhead Burns 
Club 

834 St. Andrew's Society 
(Altrincham, Sale and 
District) 

839 Coldstream 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 
Montreal, Canada 

842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns 
Club, Hamilton, Ont., 
Canada 

845 Tam o' Shanter, 
Coventry 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns 
Club 

851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 

854 North-East Midlands 
Assoc. of Scottish 
Societies 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 
Irvine 

860 Southland Burns Club, 
New Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 
Association 

1960 1960 32 

1959 1960 180 

1888 1961 120 

1955 1961 160 

1932 1961 31 

Peter McPhail 

Mrs. Dina 
Snaddon 

Jas. S.Davidson, 
B.Sc. 

James Murray 

J. Blyth 

Calum MacDonald, Burnside, 
Lochgoilhead, Argyll PA24 
8AQ 

John Snaddon, 2 Hawarden 
Rd., Altrincham, Cheshire 
WA141NG 

William Jackson, Homestead, 
Hirsel, Coldstream, Berwick
shire TD12 4LW 

Mrs. Pat MacLean, 5309 Cote 
St. Luc Road, Apartment 
No. 17, Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada H3X 2C2 

Mrs. J. Cassidy, 459 Franklin 
Road, Hamilton, 53, Ont., 
Canada L8V 2A2 

1959 1961 2000 George Mudie Jas. McCaw, Tam o. Shanter 
Club, Hertford Pl., Coventry, 
Warwickshire CVl 3JZ 

1961 1977 Alex Cowborough, Alex. B. Mciver, P.M., 
R.W.M. Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

1959 1962 35 F. T. Hogsden George A. Peddison, 82 Vale 
Road, St. Heliers, Auckland 
5, New Zealand 

1956 1962 15 James Murray Lew W. Reid, 152 Lea Road 
Socs. Gainsborough, Lines DN21' 

IAN 
1960 1963 130 R. Whyte S. Robertson, Eglinton Arms 

Hotel, Irvine 
1962 1963 50 A. Roy Mrs. Ngaire Carr, Woodend 

llRD, lnvercargill, New 
Zealand 

1948 1963 60 Mrs. J. Aitkinson Miss D. V. Chambers, 2 Saxil-
by Road, Skellingthorpe, 
Lincoln LN6 OTZ 

1960 1963 150 E. A. Gass J. A. Bell, 'Attadale,' Orford 
Road, Binbrook, Lincoln 
LN3 6DU 
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'~Id.Ayr, wham 
ne'er a town 
surpasses ... " 

This is Burns' country- rich 
in memory of the famous poet's past. 

Visit Burns cottage, the Auld 
Haunted Kirk and Auld Brig o' Doon; 
Burns' monument and the 
Land o' Burns Centre with its 
permanent exhibition, films, information, 
craft shop and beautifully landscaped 
gardens. 

For a full colour guide on Ayr, 
send 25p postal order to: 
DeptBC2 
Tourist Information Bureau, 
30 Miller Road, Ayr 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President 

864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 J. Robb 
Tasmania 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1960 1963 35 J. Grahamslaw 
Club 

866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. 1955 1963 84 W. Fairley 
Society 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. of 1961 1964 96 Alex. Ritchie 
Massachusetts 

872 East Midland's Assoc. of 1949 1964 9 George Large 
Scottish Socs. Socs. 

874 TheMasonicClubBurns 1963 1964 
Club, Melbourne 

27 Chieftain Jim 
Watson 

876 Tullibody Working 
Men's Burns Club 

1964 1965 50 Andrew Dewar 

878 WorksopBurnsandCaL 1965 1965 250 John Taylor 
Club 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1960 1965 150 W. A. K. 
Mcindoe 

881 Rugeley and Dist. Burns 1966 1966 50 R. Cochrane 
Club 

882 C:.mberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 1450 John Mathews 
and Burns Club 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1967 
Caledonian Society 

40 Ian Brinklow 

Secretary 

Mrs. B. C. Powe, P.O. Box 6, 
Sheffield, Tasmania 7306 

Hugh Morrison, 35 Wallace 
Place, Cambusbarron, 
Stirling 

Mrs. E. Davies, 9 Darley Dr., 
Ripley, Derbyshire DES 3FF 

Robert R. Matson, 14 Woods 
Avenue, W. Somerville, 
Massachusetts, 02144, 
U.S.A. 

J. R. Steele, 11 Ruskin Ave., 
Wellingborough, N orthants. 

Fred Lang, 21 Hotham Street, 
Moonee Ponds, Melbourne, 
Australia 3039 

Wm. Porteous (Snr.), 10 Firs 
Road, Tullibody, Clackman
nanshire FKIO 2TH 

T. H. English, 166 Raymoth 
Lane, Worksop, Notts. 
S81 7DY 

Mrs. M. H. Gillson, 'Rooks
fidd,' 7 Old Lane, Bramhope 
Leeds LS16 9AY 

P. Arkell, 5 Maddon Close, 
Brereton, Rugeley, Staffs. 
WSl5 JBQ 

Gerald Manly, P.O. Box 69, 
Kingston, Canberra A.C.T. 
2064, Australia 

Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 
Lea Road, Gainsborough, 
Lines. DN21 IAN 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 1967 1967 20 Geo. Wm. Smith Jas. McPe1ke, 3057 East 54th 
Ave., Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' 1959 1967 
Burns Club 

20 R. Cleland Ian Hutchi:>cn, 60 Donaldson 
St., Burnbank, Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire ML3 ONS 

890 The Wollongong Burns 
Society 

892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
Burns Club 

893 NorthBayBurnsClub, 
Ontario 

894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

1966 1967 30 Thomas Newall L. M. Chirnside, 5/1 Myuna 
Way, Mangerton Wollon
gong, N.S.W., Australia2500 

1966 1968 100 Douglas Ferguson John Taylor, 30 Ford Ave., 

1968 1968 48 Edward Collie 

1967 1968- 60 Jack Rankin 

Dreghorn, Irvine, Ayrshire 
William Carwn, 974 Bloem 
St., North Bay PIB 4Z7, 
Ontario, Canada 

Alex. T. Greer, 22 Maple Dr., 
Beverl~y, Humberside HU17 
9QJ 
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Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it, 
But we hae meat and we can eat, 
And sae the Lord be thanket. 

SECRETARms OF 

BURNS CLUBS 

AND CALEDONIAN 

SOCIETmS 

are specially catered for 

by our Robert Burns 

Department 

PAPER NAPKINS (our own speciality) printed in colour with head of the 
Poet and Quotation-Brithers A': Selkirk Grace: Auld Lang Syne or 
Clan Crest and Tartan Scottie-Box of 250-£2·75 or packet of 50-65p 
including post. Bums 4-Toasts 16n Dinner Napkins-box of 250-£3·95 or 
packet of 20-55p including post. 

MENU CARDS-new Burns designs in colour. 

BOOKS-Tartan cloth bound pocket series (4" x 2t") gilt edge, 'Poems 
& Songs of Robert Bums (with notes)-96p. 
Brush up your Scotland' by Gordon lrving-96p. 

All new books on BURNS as published. Fine secondhand copies of early 
iJJustrated editions of Bums Poems. 

50 Superb 'Bracmar' colour 35mm slides-'ln the Steps of Robert Bums' 
£5·95 with extensive commentary on each view. 

TART AN PAPER in rolls 22" x 11 yds. Tartan Ribbon t.n and 1 ". 

SCOTTISH LION and ST. ANDREW'S FLAGS-wool bunting and silk 
nylon also 7" x 10" flags on sticks for table or hall decoration only 15p each. 

Burns Authentikit-85p. Burns Writing Case-85p. 
Robert Burns Cassette-£2·75. 

Send for our price List B.Sc.8 of Burns Supper and St. Andrew's Night 
specialities and souvenirs for all Scottish occasions. Inquiries invited. 

D INWID.DIE'S of 
UMFRIES 

The Clan Gift Shop 

PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS, BOOKSELLERS, STATIONERS, ETC. 

Established since 1846 by the Old Midsteeple, 

DUMFRIES (Telephone 5248). STD code 0387 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 

895 Westerton Arms Burns 1968 1968 
Club 

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 1957 1968 

897 Glenbervie Burns 1947 1969 
Memorials Assoc. 

898 Peterlee and Dist. Cal. 1954 1969 
Society 

900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 1968 1970 

901 Cramlington Bums Club 1970 1970 

902 Newmarket Burns Club 1959 1970 

903 Newhall Burns Club 1970 1970 

905 Keighley and Dist. Cal. 1971 1971 
Society 

907 Stonehouse Bums Club 1971 1971 

908 'Brithers Be' Bums Club 1971 1971 

909 Richmond (Yorks.) Cal. 1964 1972 
Society 

Mem-
hers 

40 

40 

20 

20 

40 

Preside/If 

J. Easson 

Gordon J. Bowie 

Chas. C. Easton, 
F.S.A.(Scot.) 

John R. Napier 

Alistair Laing 

Secretary 

Thomas Heggie, 20 Strath
a!Ian Road, Bridge of Allan, 
Stirlingshire FK9 4BS 

John T. Kidd, PO Box 647, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
W.A. 

R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth 
Cres., Mastrick, Aberdeen 
AB26LH 

L. H. C. Battersby, 61 Relford 
Rd., Peterlee, Co. Durham 

Mrs. Helen P. R. McMillan, 5 
Mill Cres., Newmilns, Ayr
shire KA16 9BB 

31 Leslie Miller Peter Currie, 13 Melling Rd., 
Cramlington, Northumber
land 

52 Wm. Muirhead Alex Stewart, Wellington Bar, 
Manor Street, Falkirk 

Hugh D. Parker Mrs. E. Logie, 4 Abbots Cres., 
Newhall, Burton-on-Trent 

Mrs. D. Fletcher, Ashley 
House, Park Rd., Crosshills, 
Keighley, Yorks. 

36 Hugh Farrell Miss M. Clark, 78 Lockhart 
Street, Stonehouse, Lanark
shire ML9 3Z 

57 D. Paton Harry McFarlane, 119 Crau-
furdland Road, Onthank, 
Kilmarnock KA3 lHX 

70 P. Halsey Mrs. N. D. Bradshaw, 2 
Ronaldshay Drive, Rich
mond, N. Yorkshire DLIO 
5BN 911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 A. Fulton George Simpson, 13 Weaver 
Row, St. Ninians, Stirling 

Mrs. Barbara Parslow, Fern
vale, via Ipswich, Queens
land, Australia 4305 

914 Ipswich and West More
ton Cal. Soc. and Bums 
Club 

915 Canterbury Burns Club 
(Inc) 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Burns 
Club 

917 Scottish Presidents' 
Assoc. 

918 Dover and East Kent 
Scottish Society 

919 Orange and District 
Scottish Assoc. 

1903 1972 30 Robert Cowe 

1971 1972 120 P. W. Vinnell Janet E. Grant, 26 Liggins 
Street, Christchurch, New 
Zealand 

1964 1972 75 Alan Goodwin Eustace Senior, 21 Corberry 
Avenue, Dumfries DG2 7QH 

Mrs.JanetCutting Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 
Lea Road, Gainsborough, 

1958 1972 130 

1887 1973 196 J. R. Warnock 

1944 1973 110 J. Heron 

Lines DN21 IAN 
Mrs. Dorothy MacFarlane, 
169 Elms Vale Road, Dover, 
Kent CTI 7 9PW 

R. J. Davidson, 55 Molong 
Road, Orange, N.S.W., 
Australia 2800 
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Dean Castle 
Kilmarnock 

Former home of Robert Burns' friend, 

the Earl of Glencairn 

Open to general public Saturdays and Sundays . 

May-Septem her 

Weekdays 2-5 Saturday Sunday 10-5 

or to organised parties throughout the year 

admission free 



No. Name 

920 Trysting Thorn Burns 
Club 

921 Northern Scottish 
Counties Assoc. of 
Burns Clubs 

922 The Cl umber Burns Club 

923 Old Manor Burns Club, 
Bridge of Allan 

924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 
Branch) Burns Club 

925 Laurieston Burns Club 

Mem
Inst. Fed. bers President 

1971 1973 50 James Cowan 

1972 1973 36 William R. 
Murray, M.A. 

1973 1973 9 Mrs. J. A. Irvine 

1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay 

1969 1974 96 S. K. Douglas 

1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter 

926 Rosamond Burns Club, 1973 1974 100 K. Davidson 
Gretna Green 

927 The Tarbolton Club 
Edmonton 

1967 1974 19 Alick Picken 

928 Leeds Scottish Highland 1974 1974 21 Robert Pine 
Society 

929 Eathgate 'Jolly Beggars' 1974 1974 30 John Mackay 
Burns Club 

930 The Wheatsheaf Burns 1974 1974 50 K. McLeod 
Club, Falkirk 

931 Beith Caledonia Burns 1974 1974 
Club 

932 CorbyAftonBurnsClub 1974 1974 80 J. McKenzie 

933 Busbiehill Burns Club 1974 1974 43 F. Todd 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 1975 197 J. D. MacDonald 

935 Torbrex Inn Burns Club 1975 1975 40 T. C. Ogilvie 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns Club 1975 1975 60 Mrs. Anne Gaw 

937 East Kilbride Burns Club 1973 1975 173 Andrew Hamilton 

938 Milton Com. Centre 
Burns Club 

939 Griffin Burns Club, 
Gartcosh 

1975 1975 20 Frank McAdam 

1975 1975 80 Sam. J. Hamilton 

Secretary 

David Hodge, Auchin Farm, 
Ochiltree, Ayr 

Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's 
Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 

Mrs. E. E. Reid, Lea Rig, 
Gainsborough, Lines. 
DN211AN 

James Boyle, 28 Cawder Rd., 
Bridge of Allan, Stirlingshire 

I. A. McClumpha, Sefton, 42 
Mossdale, Heathhall, 
Dumfries 

James Hunter, 'Cromdale,' 66 
Redding Rd., Laurieston, 
Falkirk FK2 9JU 

Miss Mary Mil!ane, 58D 
Annan Road, Gretna CA6 
5AW 

Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer 
Cres., St. Albert, Alberta, 
Canada TSN 1 T8 

Athol I. Farquharson, 164 
Shadwell Lane, Leeds LSI 7 
SAD 

James Whyte, 7 West Glen 
Avenue, Deans, Livingstone, 
West Lothian 

T. Weir, 46 Bantaskine Drive, 
Falkirk, Stirlingshire 
FKl 5HS 

Eddie Thomson, 48 Hawthorn 
Crescent, Beith 

George Holt, 42 Ibsen Walk, 
Danesholme, Corby, 
Northants. 

Hugh W. Roberts, 8 Carme 
Drive, Springside, Irvine 
KAll 3AG 

I. C. McAndie, PO Box 640, 
Bahrain, Arabian Gulf 

James Kinnear, 5 Donaldson 
Place, Cambusbarron, Stir
ling FK7 4EN 

Mrs. Rosalind Keyte, 8 Thorn
house A venue, Irvine 
KA12 8PZ 

Miss Joyce M. McAteer, 
Atholl House, East Kilbride 
G74 lLU 

John Campbell, 22 Mingulay 
Cres., Glasgow G22 

William Adair, 36 Woodlands 
Ave., Mount Ellen, Gartcosh, 
Glasgow G69 8BT 
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Price £3 'The Bard' Cassette SK2013 

GRAMPIAN RECORDS WICK SCOTLAND 

A. Douglas McBay at the oagan, with Pipe Major 

Alan Donaldson and Robert Forman 

"Here, where the Scottish muse immortal lives 

With sacred strains and tuneful numbers join'd" 

• 
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No. Name 
Mem

Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 194S 1975 
Society 

941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1975 
San Diego 

942 Easthouses Miners Wei- 1973 1975 
fare Burns Club 

943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 
Paisley 

945 Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 
Highland Society 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 

947 John Cairney Burns 1976 1976 
Club 

94S Saltcoats Glencairn 1976 1975 
Masonic Burns Club 

949 Fir Park Club, Burns 1976 1976 
Section 

950 Drumoyne Burns Club 1932 1976 

951 Birnbeck Burns Club, 1976 1976 
Weston--s-Mare 

952 Guildford and District 1954 1976 
Scottish Society 

953 Khamis Mushayt Burns 1976 1976 
Club 

954 Newton Burns Club, 1962 1977 
Ayr 

955 Gartwhinzean Burns 1966 1977 
Club 

956 Nantwich and District 195S 1977 
Scottish Society 

957 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 

95S Clan McGregor Lodge 1977 
271, Toledo, Ohio 

92 Mrs. Sheena 
Wilson 

34 Alex Sandie 

30 Alex Steele 

Donald Macarthur, 
'Garbhein,' Westaway Drive, 
Hakin, Milford Haven 

James S. Carlyle, 2150 Pacific 
Beach Drive, 121 San Diego, 
Calif. 92109, U.S.A. 

Hugh Smith, 10 Willow Rd., 
Mayfield, Dalkeith 

34 W. E. M. Maycott Graham Harley, 4 Strathmore 
Avenue, Beverley High Rd., 
Hull HU6 7HJ, Humberside 

- Wm. Williamson James Fisher, 5 New Inchin
nan Road, Paisley, Renfrew
shire 

29 Maurice McNae Mrs. E. J. Medlen, 34 Thorpe 
Lane, Almondbury, Hud
dersfield, Yorkshire HD5 
STA 

20 Alistair C. Ross Jack Whyte, Calgary Burns 
Club, c/o Brae Glen Ltd., 
10401 Braeside Drive, S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

John Cairney 

60 W.Reid 

49 J. F. Good 

230 Robert Cockie 

T2W 1B5 
Colin Wright, 250 Colinton 
Road, Edinburgh EH14 lDL 

George Tedford, 50 Sharphill 
Road, Saltcoats KA21 5QT 

A. Carbray, 7S Shields Drive, 
Motherwell MLl 2DX 

Mrs. N. Cockie, 60 Noble St., 
Fivedock, Sydney, N.S.W., 
2046, Australia 

- James Dickson Angus G. Wilson, 47 Upper 
Church Rd., Weston-s-Mare, 
Avon BS23 2DX 

Rt. Hon. Lord 
Hamilton of 
Dalziel, M.C. 

Mrs. Mary E. Gardner, 29 
Cranley Road, Guildford, 
Surrey GUI 2JE 

D. B. Sampson, c/o B.A.C., 
PO Box 33, Khamis Mushayt 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

William Paterson George Baird, S The Mount, 

Norman G. 
Hercus 

James King 

Mrs. J. Fyfe 

Belmont, Ayr KA7 3RW 
Henry S. Kinnaird, Middleton 
of Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross 

Mrs. G. F. Staples, 'Orcadia,' 
S Westfield Dr., Westaston, 
Crewe, Cheshire CW2 SES 

Mrs. Isa Clayton, 202-231 
Penfield Drive, Ottawa, 
Ontario K2K 1 MS, Canada 

Kenneth E. McCartney, S27 
Continental Blvd., Toledo, 
Ohio, 43607, U.S.A. 
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All part of the service 

JAMLS ,\LEXANDER GRANT 

SCOTBUDGET COVERS 
BILLS SUCH AS THESE: 

Local Rates -----
Electricity 
Heating 
Telephone 
School Fees 
Life Assurance 
House and Contents Insurance 
Car Insurance 
Motor Tax Licence 
TV Rental and Licence 

j 
____ __, 

Annual Subscriptions (Golf etcj 
Freezer Supplies 
You may also budg_et for: 

&iliill' 11 ith in\t'rt·~ I. lfrJ,."\llar transfrrs nf 
fund s from ~uur Curn·nt .\rrnunt intu ;1 llt•po ... it 
\l'(·ounl v.ill h1·lp ~our monl·~ J.'TO\I, 

Holidays \nd }tlll rnn11ithdra11 all ur part 
11h1·111·11•r.1nu nt•t·dit. .. ...... 

Christmas Expenses 
Clothin 
Car Servicing / Repairs 

,\l1·1•t in1ttho ... 1·hill ... ~·othudJ!t'li .. th1·;1n,..11n . 
. \ ... ptTi11 I St•n itT luh1· lp~11up;1 _1 ;111 thn-.1· hill" a" 
;ind 14ht•n th1·~ ht·n•mt· du1·. 

These are just a few of the services 
you can get with Bank of Scotland. 

We call them Scotservices. 
There are many more, and they are all 

designed to help make your life a little 
easier. 

Call at your nearest Bank of Scotland 
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branch and find out how Scotservices can 
really work for you. 

The Manager and his staff wi ll be 
pleased to help and advise you. 

It 's all part of our service . 

• BANK or SCOTLAND 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. 

543 Abbey Craig 
40 Aberdeen 

733 --Burns Study Circle 
889 A.E.I. (Motherwell) 'Bonnie Jean' 
20 Airdrie 

516 Airts Burns Club 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

2 Alexandria 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
252 Alloway 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 
393 Annan Ladies 
82 Arbroath 

238 Atlanta 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
851 Auckland Burns Association 
566 Australia, Scottish Society of 
275 Ayr 
821 Ayr Masonic 
192 Ayrshire Association 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
728 Bachelors' Club (Tarbolton) 
340 Balerno 
439 Barnsley 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
363 Barrow 
929 Bathgate Jolly Beggars 
534 Bedlington and District 
931 Beith Caledonia 

15 Belfast 
725 Ben Cleuch 
894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 
167 Birmingham 
951 Birnbeck 
95 Bolton 

476 Border Cities (Ontario) 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
663 Bournemouth 
803 Bowhill People's Club 
812 Bradford 
49 Bridgeton 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 
120 Bristol 
908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 
356 Burnbank 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
417 Burnley 
282 Burns Bowling Association 
112 Burns Howff 
597 Burns Society of the City of 

New York 

No. 

933 Busbiehill 
946 Calgary 

4 Callander 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 

71 Carlisle 
562 Castle Douglas 
365 Catrine 
719 Chelmsford 
462 Cheltenham 
572 Chester Caledonian Association 

11 Chesterfield 
699 Choppington 
646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
630 Coalsnaughton 
839 Coldstream 
606 Corby 
932 Corby Afton 
559 Coventry 
845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 
901 Cramlington 
581 Cumbernauld 
580 Cumbrae 
45 Cumnock 

773 --Cronies 
62 Cupar 

818 Dalbeattie and District 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
35 Dairy 

158 Darlington 
469 Denny Cross 

55 Derby 
701 Detroit 

37 Dollar 
850 Dollar Masonic 
556 Doncaster 
918 Dover and E. Kent 
950 Drumoyne 

10 Dumbarton 
226 Dumfries 
437 --Ladies No. 1 
503 Dunblane 
14 Dundee 

659 --Burns Society 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 
69 Dunedin N.Z. 
85 Dunfermline 

744 Durham Caledonian Society 
937 East Kilbride 
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National and 
Beraldic Flags 

made ta your specific instructions 

McSYMON & POTTER (FLAGMAKERS) LTD. 
SCOTLAND 

33 ADMIRAL STREET GLASGOW G411HR 

Telephone 041-429 3151/2 

LOCHCARRON PRODUCTS 
LTD 

makers of ties, scarves, sashes and materials in Burns check 

Goods in the Burns check can be supplied either to your 

local retailer or to your club 

Waverly Mill, Galashiels 
Scotland 



No. No. 

872 East Midlands Scottish Society 173 Irvine 
942 Easthouses 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
22 Edinburgh 936 Irvine Lasses 

307 ---Ayrshire Association 900 Irvine Valley 
825 ---Clarinda Ladies Burns 780 Isle of Man 

Club 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 
378 ---District Association 96 Jed burgh 
571 Edmonton 912 Jevicko-DIU Club 
927 ---Tarbolton 947 John Cairney 
149 Elgin 905 Keighley and District 
217 Eskdale 784 Kelso 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 953 Khamis Mushayt 
126 Falkirk 377 Kilbirnie 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 0 Kilmarnock 
949 Fir Park Club 681 ---Cronies 
865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 

(Cambusbarron) 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
576 Fort Matilda 323 Kirkcudbright 
403 Fraserburgh 693 ---Masonic 
887 Gainsborough and District 945 Kirklees 
187 Galashiels 388 Kyle Ladies 
501 Galt 578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 660 Langholm Ladies 
955 Gartwhinzean 637 Larkhall Applebank 
796 Gateshead and District 925 Lauriston, B.C. 
169 Glasgow Association 661 Leamington and Warwick 
263 ---Masonic 548 Leeds Caledonian Society 
897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 928 --Highland Society 

Association 461 Leicester 
198 Gore bridge 341 Leith 
430 Gourock 861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 366 Liverpool 
116 Greenloaning 360 Lochee 

21 Greenock 831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 
209 --St. John's 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
939 Griffin 1 London 
746 Grimsby 570 ---Clans Association 
952 Guildford 561 London (Ontario) 

33 Haggis 707 Malvern Scots Club 
152 Hamilton 934 Manama 
842 Hamilton, Ontario 674 Manchester and Salford 
555 Harrogate 822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 
492 Harrow 862 Market Rasen and District 
349 Howff, Kilmarnock Scottish Association 
775 Hartlepools Cal. Society 350 Markinch 
239 Ha wick 870 Massachusetts 
866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 310 Mauchline 
446 Herefordshire 726 Melbourne 
916 Hole i' the Wa' 874 Melbourne Masonic 
836 Homsea and District 938 Milton, Glasgow 
943 Humberside 626 Moffat and District 
510 l.C.I. Grangemouth 841 Montreal Robert Burns Assoc. 
691 Inverness 242 Montrose 
914 Ipswich and West Moreton 494 Motherwell United Services 
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Brown (R.L.): Robert Bum's Tour of the 
Highlands and Stirlingshire, 
£2.50 for £1.25 

Brown (R.L. ed): Robert Bum's Commonplace 
Book, 1783-85, £1.25 for 75p. 

Butterworth (L.M.A.): Robert Burns and the 18th 
century revival in Scottish Ver
nacular Poetry, £3.15 for £1.50. 

The Glenriddell Manuscripts of Robert Burns, with an 
introduction and notes by D. 
Donaldson, £5.00 for £2.75. 
(postage extra on each) 

Offered by-

Greyfriars' (Remainder Books) Ltd. 
34 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, 1. 

Clubrooms, Assembly Halls, 
Restaurants etc., 

ANY FORM OF STRUCTURE TO 
CLIENTS SPECIFICATION 

Powys Industrial Buildings 
"Freepost" 
Shrewsbury SY1 1 RD 
0743 67528 

c 
0 
!!J. 
co 
Qi 
-0 
QJ 
E 
-0 
c 
QJ 
en en 
QJ ai 

en 
en ~ co E -0 QJ co -0 

0::: z <( 

• 

---------------· ....................... . 
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No. No. 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik 9 Roy ah 
956 Nantwich 881 Rugeley and District 

74 National Memorial 642 Rutherglen 
500 New Cumnock 834 St. Andrew's Society 
903 Newhall, Burton Trent (Altrincham, Sale and District) 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 812 St. Andrew's Soc. of Bradford 
329 Newark 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
542 Newarthill White Heather 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
199 Ncwbattle 470 St. Giles, Elgin 
293 Newcraighall 220 St. Louis 
902 Newmarket 948 Saltcoats 
~54 Newton, Ayr 941 San Diego 
124 Ninety 413 San Francisco 
553 Norfolk 68 Sandyford 
893 North Bay, Ontario 629 Sanquhar 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 426 Sauchie 
745 Northumberland and Durham 551 Scarborough 

Caledonian Society 314 Scottish (Edin.) 
854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 

of Scottish Societies 924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 405 Sheffield 

17 Nottingham 896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 
777 Nuneaton 530 Southern Scottish Counties 
346 Oak bank 860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 50 Stirling 
919 Orange and District 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
880 Otley and District Perth Association 
957 Ottawa 458 Stonehaven 
748 Ouplaymuir 907 Stonehouse 
48 Paisley 683 Stratford upon Avon 
72 Partick 889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 

940 Pembrokeshire 42 Strathearn 
26 Perth 723 Strathpeffer 

511 Perth (West Australia) 89 Sunderland 
336 Peterhead 759 Sunderland and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. 444 Swansea 
284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 632 Symington 
453 ---Ladies 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
741 Plean 810 Thirty Seven Burns Club 
721 Plymouth 7 Thistle (Glasgow) 
535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 754 Thornton Cleveleys 
808 Pontefract 740 Thorn tree 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 958 Tol;do 
212 Portobello 935 Torbrex, Stirling 
772 Prestwick 612 Torrance Masonic 
585 Queen s Park Clarinda 813 Tranent '25' 
472 Renfrewshire Association 274 Troon 
720 Retford 320 Troy 
909 Richmond (Yorks) 920 Trysting Thorn 
769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 679 Tullibody and Cambus 
743 Romford Scottish Association 876 Tullibody Working Men's Club 
926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 698 Turri ff 
36 Rosebery (Glas.) 520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 

454 Rotherham 237 Uddingston Masonic 
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Irvine Burns Club 
Now on view, in the Club Museum, 
Eglinton Street, Irvine: 

Five new and original paintings of scenes from 
Tam 0 Shanter' by Angus Scott. 
An original pencil drawing of the poet by Naysmith. 
The Irvine Collection-of original Burns Manuscripts. 
Recently acquired beautifully bound copy of the 
Kilmarnock edition of Burns. 
Original Oil Painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by 
Chas. M. Hardie, A.R.S.A. 

The Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum will be completed during the coming 
year but the extended Club premises are now open to the public. 
Our Museum and our book 'Irvine and its Burns Club' is a 'must' for 
all Burns lovers. 

Enquiries should be made to 
Andrew Hood, Hon. Secretary, 
Chamberhouses, Irvine. 
Telephone Irvine 78126 (day) 79596 (night). 
Steward-Mr. Smith Tel: Irvine 74511 

Aboune them a' 

Mogerley's 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 
49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 



No. 
888 Vancouver 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Society 
443 Victoria Burns Club 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
763 Wakefield 
436 Walney Ladies 
296 Walsall 
664 West Kilbride 
895 Westerton Arms 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew's 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 

No. 

392 Whiffiet 
236 Whitehaven 
536 Whithorn 
696 Whitley Bay and District 
730 Wigtown 
197 Winnipeg 
890 Wollongong 
553 Wolvethampton 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
718 York St. Andrew Society 

~u~etind ;;.;k;;.~g~,s~ ;t'(;re:~~LA~iitt;o: 

• 

THE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 

17 WEST MAITLAND STREET. HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH 
EH12 SEA (Western continuation of Princes Street) 
Phone: 031 -225 4008-9 24hr Answering Service 

Bagpipes, Kilts. Tartan Skirts. Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Band Drums 

and all Accessories. Highland Dress for Day and Evening Wear, Pipe 

Band Uniforms. Evening Sashes. Dance Pumps. Tartan Travel Rugs. 
Mohair Stoles and Scarves. Clan Plaques, Knitwear. Tartan Hose 

Fast Delivery-Price Lists by Return. Edcath {R) 
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When in Dumfries-we 

invite you to visit our 

Bookshop 

Blacklock Farries 
& Sons 

General and Specialist 

Booksellers 

18-26 Church Crescent 

DUMFRIES 

Tel. 4288/9 : 63721 
Telex 777530 

NOW! 

ENHANCE your Club Rooms with 
these beautiful reproductions of 
an Architect"s plans and sketches 
of the Birthplace of Robert Burns 

Plan 1 The cottage when known as 
the BURNS HEID INN, 1800-
1881. With Hall, Parlour, Bar, 
etc., etc. 

Plan 2 The cottage after restoration 
in 1902. (As it is today.) 
Incorporating sketches of the 
two fireplaces and the head 
of the horse stall. 

Size: 23 in. x 16 in. approx. 

Price: £7 tha pair (Plans 1 and 2) un
framed including p./p. and insuranc3. 

Available at Burns Cottage, Alloway, 
or by post from Mrs. M. B. Darlay, 
7 Cochrane Place, Prestwick, Ayr
shire KA9 1 PW. 

Provide a New Talking Point for ye.ur 
Home. Club or Hotel. 
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Map 
& 
Printsellers 
for fine Antique maps 

of all parts of the world. 

Prints on all subjects 

Antiquaria . Books 

173 Canongate, 
The Royal Mile, 
Edinburgh EHS SBN 

Tel: 031-556 4710 

~'..?.l&''A:::o•.,\?"l!C'l"""""'..?1'..;::")l?"'l\c::?•~•·~·c>~~'.6'l·.e?;~--.- ,.,'.?.~~ 

§ THE KINDLING FIRE ; 

§. An album for all Burns lo·vers 
§ 
§ Twelve Burns songs arranged fo1 high voice by 

§ CLAIRE LIDDELL 

§ -------------
§ I dreamed I Iav whne Jlow.·1, ztere ~pr1111:111g 
§ On Cess1w1.k ba11k1 
~ A rosebud bv no• eurl_v wuf/, 

§ U'ee W'tllie Gruy 
§ To a blackbud 

~
§ ~:::~:~;;;;:;:ea pim o' rwi. ~~ 

:1·~ ban?s and braes o' bo11111c /}(1<11/ § 
Comm' thrv' the rve ~ 

§ Im e'er young to marn 1er ~ 

§ ~-~~t~i::.,:;~;~e § s § 
§ § 

§
§ Recorded on E.\11 Waverley SZlP 2141 and succcs~Ju!ly S 

presented on the b.~~nval Frmge, the~ ... new ~ctungs rir ... ~...rv<.. ~ 

§ the songs m their ongmal form and cnham.c them w11h § 
§ ~:::~;'~~~~e~t::~;nimcnts cloqu ... ntly txprc~~!Vt of thur § 
§ § 

~ £1.00 (post 19p)!rom your musk dealer or ~ 

jll ·Roberton Public~tions · II\ 
THE WINDMILL, WENDOVER, A \'LESBURY, BUCKS HP22 6JJ 



"Leeze me on thee John Barleycorn, 
Titou king o'grain!" 






