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Anne Gaw 
A long-standing love and interest in the life and works of Robert Burns led Anne to become one 

of the prime movers in the formation of the Irvine Lasses Burns Club in 1975, becoming the Founder 
President and holding this position for four years. Since the Club's inception Anne has served 
continuously on the committee and held office as secretary. In 1980 she became one of the first to 
receive the accolade of Honorary Membership. 

She became a delegate to the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs in 1975 and four years later 
became the first lady to hold the office of Secretary and Treasurer of the Association. She served 
in this dual capacity with considerable flair and distinction and after four years was elected Vice 
President, and subsequently became President of the Association. 

In 1979 Anne became District Representative for Ayrshire on the Executive of the Burns 
Federation and since then has served on the Schools and Literature sub-committees. In March 1985 
she became Advertisements Manager of the Burns Chronicle, and since 1986 she has carried out a 
similar duty in respect of The Burnsian. 

Irvine has enjoyed many varied and successful concerts during the Burns Festival Weeks, 
organised by Anne in her capacity as a committee member. In recent years she has played a leading 
role in organising an annual Seminar of Burns Studies, which has made a major contribution to 
contemporary Burns scholarship. 

In addition to being a popular adjudicator of verse speaking competitions, Anne is much sought 
after during the Burns Supper season when her keen knowledge of the poet combined with her own 
lively wit makes her much in demand. 

Anne still finds time to be an active member of the Busbichill and Troon Ladi~s Burns Clubs, 
and the Irvine Newtown Operatic Society never ceases to be amazed at the enthusiasm which she 
applied as their Publicity Manager. 

The success of the Irvine (1981) and Kilmarnock (1986) Burns Conferences was due in no small 
measure to Anne's infinite capacity for hard work, especially the latter in her role as secretary. In 
1986 history was made when Anne was elected Junior Vice President of the Burns Federation; for 
the first time one Ayrshire l~ss was followiMg another (Enez Logan) in the succession towards the 
Presidency. Anne took over the chain of office from Enez at the Conference in Hamilton, Ontario 
and during her presidential year has probably travelled more widely and visited more clubs than 
any of her predecessors. Her abiding ambition is to do more to encourage young people to develop 
a genuine love of Burns, and to this end she is formulating a project for Junior Burns Clubs. Given 
her tireless energy and absolute dedication to the task we are confident that Anne will sec it through 
to a successful conclusion. 
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From The Editor 
In the past twelve months I have visited Australia and the United States four times each, Canada, 
Singapore and Hong Kong three times, and seven other countries in the Pacific and South-east Asia, 
from New Zealand to Japan. By the time you read this I shall probably be somewhere in transit 
between San Francisco and Hong Kong. Most of this globe-trotting, I admit, has been on numismatic 
business of one sort or another but en passant I did manage to attend the Annual Conference in 
Hamilton, Ontario last July and at various times throughout the year I met fellow-Burnsians in Hong 
Kong, Sydney, Perth, Melbourne and Dunedin. 

I have happy memories of good fellowship with the Burnsians of Sydney at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Allen-of Ryde who laid on an impromptu lunch cum ceilidh that stretched on into the 
evening one Sunday last November when I had just flown in from Singapore. Charles Murray and 
I ended up in the wee sma' hours in May Dickie's apartment in Manly. In March this year I spent 
a very pleasant day with John Sinclair of the Sydney Club and together we re-visited the cairn which 
was Scotland's contribution to the Australian Bicentennial. I am sorry that I missed the unveiling 
ceremony on St Andrew's Day, but I can claim to have seen the cairn before and after the event. 

At the end of March this year I had the pleasure of proposing the Immortal Memory at the annual 
dinner of the Melbourne Burns Club, in the vast ballroom of Moorabbin Town Hall, This was, in 
many respects, the most memorable experience I have ever had, certainly in the Burns context. 

On my arrival at Tullamarine Airport on the Tuesday morning after Easter, I was met by the 
indefatigable and quite unsuppressable Tom Paterson, and Club President Bill Schrank. Instead of 
seeing me safely bedded down in a quiet and darkened room to recover from jet lag - I had, after 
all, just flown in from New Zealand - I was whisked all over the City as Tom and Bill attended to 
a hundred and one matters concerning the imminent Annual Dinner. 

At 2.15 p.m. we visited the offices of Bill Burns Peat, Master of Ceremonies at the Dinner, but 
a partner in a busy architectural practice in South Melbourne. We pushed open the front door, 
walked in and were mildly surprised to find the receptionist's desk vacant. Indeed, there was a 
somewhat deserted air about the building. No one seemed to be about, but we waited patiently for 
Bill to return from a protracted lunch. Tom was just penning a brief note to Bill before we left, 
when suddenly there was a screech of. tyres in the street outside and two burly policemen toting 
revolvers burst through the door. It later transpired that office cleaners over the Easter weekend 
had set the alarms but forgotten to lock the front door, and we had unwittingly walked in while the 
office was still closed for the holiday. We had triggered off the alarm in the local police station ... 

Delegates to the Hamilton Conference will doubtless be well aware that Tom Paterson has the 
gift o' the gab. He had to summon all his powers of eloquence to talk himself out of this ticklish 
situation. Fortunately Tom was well connected; the Hon. Steve Crabb, Minister of Police in the 
Government of Victoria, just happens to be Patron of the Club. It is amazing what a bit of influence 
in high places can do sometimes! 

A couple of days later, on the pretext of getting me to check the acoustics in the Town Hall, I 
was lured - nay, hijacked - into humping the decorations from Tom's garage and helping to erect 
them. I think I can safely claim that this was my first ever DIY Burns Supper. Normally the first 
glimpse I get of the venue is when I am being piped in with the other VIPs. This was compensated 
for, however, by getting the opportunity to try the mighty Wurlitzer on the stage - one of only four 
organs of this particular type ever constructed. 

Came the Big Night itself and, inevitably, The best laid schemes o mice and men ... 'The sound 
system collapsed early on and, instead of delivering my oration from a lectern on the top table, I 
had to traipse the length of the hall, before the assembled multitude (570 in all) and perform from 
the stage at the far end. 

Two incidents without precedent took place. I told the story of Jean-Paul Kauffman, the French 
hostage held in Lebanon who, on gaining his freedom last year, astounded everyone by reciting the 
poems of Burns in the vernacular. Seems he was held manacled and blindfold in a cellar in Beirut 
along with an American, Terry Anderson, who, to preserve their sanity, recited all the poems he 
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knew including many works of the Bard. In reflecting that, while Kauffman has been set free, 
Anderson and others are still in captivity, I am afraid that I broke down. I regained my composure, 
blew my nose and wiped away a tear, adding that if it was all right for red-blooded Aussies like 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke (who had recently cried on television when admitting past marital 
infidelities), it was all right for me - a quip which brought me an impromptu standing ovation. 

At the end I wound up as usual, asking the audience to be upstanding, charge their glasses and 
join with me in toasting the Immortal Memory. To my horror, I suddenly realised that I was on 
stage, in full view - without a glass of any sort to hand! Nothing daunted, I raised my fist with an 
imaginary glass. Incredibly, the next speaker - none other than the Mayor himself - proposed the 
toast to the Guests and was heard to exclaim: 'Well blow me down (or words to that effect!). Jim! 
I've done the same thing!' Tom Paterson now has strict instructions to ensure that glasses of the 
amber nectar are placed at strategic intervals all round the room next year. 

Increasing pressure of business commitments means that, for the foreseeable future, I shall have 
to take a back seat so far as the Burns Federation is concerned. You may rest assured that I shall 
continue to act as a sort of unofficial ambassador for the Federation and make contact with 
Burnsians around the world in the course of my travels. Indeed, with a calendar of engagements 
up to 1992 so far, I am looking forward to renewing friendships and making new acquaintances at 
Burns suppers from Texas to the Falkland Islands in the next few years. I hope, however, to continue 
as Editor of the Chronicle for the time being. Indeed, I am looking forward to our lOOth issue next 
year, and have already begun work on what I intend will be a truly memorable volume, as befits 
such an important landmark in the Federation's history. 

11 NEWALL TERRACE, 
DUMFRIES. DGl lLN. 

STOP PRESS 

JAMES A.MACKAY 

Elsewhere in this Chronicle will be found details of Burns A-Z, the Complete Word Finder, 
scheduled for publication in Ma~ch. Until the ~diting of the text was completed it was impossible 
to estimate the act~al length of the finished volume. This has now been accomplished (August 1989) 
and the book will be substantially bigger than originally conceived. Inevitably this means that the 
costs of production are much greater than was originally envisaged. The price to subscribers will 
remain at £30.00 (plus postage) only up to 30th November 1989, when the subscription list must 
close. Any copies unsold after that date will be offered to libraries, universities and other institutions 
(as well as private individuals) at the revised price of £36.00 plus postage of £2.50 (inland) or £4.00 
(overseas). There will be no cheap edition, so this is your only chance to secure this prestigious 
publication. 
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Obituaries 

YVONNE HELEN STEVENSON 

With the death of Miss Yvonne Helen Stevenon in Victoria, British Columbia , on 27th December 
1988, at the age of 91 years , not only did the Burns Federation lose a much respected Hon . President 
but the world at large , and Canada in particul ar , were deprived of one who had become well known 
in Literary circles . 

She was born in Bush Hill Park, Middlesex , but the major part of her long life had been spent 
in Canada although she had only received part of her education there , as she had been a student 
at St. Winifred's , Frinton-on-Sea , England, and Edinburgh University. She quickly perceived that 
she was destined for a Literary career and her work as an authoress was soon recognised. She was 
elected National Vice-President of the Canadian Authors' Association in 1943 and the following 
year she became President of the Vancouver and Mainland Branch of the Association. 

She was much in demand as a speaker on Literary matters and those who attended the Burns 
Federation Conference at London , Ontario , in 1979 will remember her as one of the main speakers. 
I only met her once and it was at that Conference but we had corresponded regularly since . Her 
letters were always masterpieces of composition and a de light to read. She was always very correct 
in etiquette and protocol. 

Jn 1986 the Burns Federation conferred on her the distinction of Hon . President in recognition 
of her trilogy of Burns books - " Burns and His Bonnie Jean" , "Burns and Highland Mary" and 
"Burns and Clarinda" - and it was an award which she well deserved. She was also an Honorary 
member of Irvine Burns Club. She was directly descended from Helen Armour, a sister of Jean 
Armour, through the Brown family and was thus well suited to be the authoress of a book which 
concerned " Bonnie Jean " . 

She is survived by a sister and two married nieces who all live in British Columbia. While she will 
ever be remembered for her writing , I wi ll always retain her in my mind as a lady in the true sense 
of the word. 

LAWRENCE R. BURNESS 
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DONALD M. PATON 

The death occurred on 25th July of Mr. Donald Paton, the Honorary President of Perth Burns Club. 
He was 84. 

Mr. Paton was mainly responsible for the revival of the Perth club in 1977 after being in abeyance 
since 1939. He was president of the club from 1977 to 1979. 

A Burns enthusiast since boyhood , he proposed the Immortal Memory on countless occasions 
throughout the UK , and was also a master in the art of Burns recitation, particularly Tam O'Shanter, 
Holy Willie 's Prayer and the Address to the Haggis. 

In 1975 he was a member of the party which attended the first Moscow Burns Supper and recited 
a Russian translation of a verse of Burns on Moscow Radio. 

He was , for over 50 years, a writer of three-act and one-act plays for the amateur stage , often 
producing and acting in his own plays . His amateur dramatic company, The Perth Scottish Players, 
raised many thousands of pounds for local charities during the 1930s, 40s and early 50s . In 1949 he 
was a co-producer of the Perth Historical Pageant at Muirton Park which attracted international 
celebrities such as Anna Neagle and Danny J<aye to the city. 

During war service with the RAF he continued his interest in amateur dramatics whilst serving 
in the Middle East , Europe and throughout the UK . 

He was an elder of Perth Congregational Church and conducted services on several occasions. 
Mr. Paton was also a freemason and a member of Lodge Scoon and Perth No. 3. 

Gardening and bowling were his main recreational interests but in his younger day he was a keen 
golfer and tennis player. He was also a follower of the fortunes of St. Johnstone FC. 

Pre-deceased by his wife in 1983, Mr. Paton is survived by his son , Donald , who is the secretary 
of the Perth Burns Club. 
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MRS. JANE BURGOYNE 

Born Jane Lymburn at Coylton, Ayrshire in 1898, she was educated at Coylton primary school and 
Ayr Academy and was dux medallist at both schools. She went on to Edinburgh University where 
she graduated in 1921 with the degree of Master of Arts, First Class Honours in French and German. 
Returning to her native county after teacher training, she obtained a position at Speirs School, Beith 
where she met her husband Edgar Burgoyne. They married in 1925 and had one daughter, Iris. 

Jane Burgoyne had a lifelong interest in Burns and combined this with her linguistic abilities. She 
will long be remembered for her sensitive translation of the biography of Burns by Hans Hecht 
(1936) - still in print, thanks to Alloway Publishing Ltd of Darvel. She later embarked on a similar 
translation of the French biography of Burns by Auguste Angellier which had been published in 
1893. Extensive portions of this translation were serialised in the Burns Chronicle between 1969 and 
1977. She also published translations of St Michael's Children by Martin Beheim Schwarzback and 
the collected sermons of the former U-Boat commander and prominent anti-Nazi, Pastor Martin 
Niemoeller. 

She played a leading part in the Burns activities of Ayrshire for upwards of half a century and 
was honorary president of several clubs. including those of Ayr and Alloway. In 1959, the Poet's 
Bicentennial. Jane was elected an honorary vice-president of the Burns Federation. Eleven years 
later she had the distinction of becoming the first lady President of the Federation itself. 

Mrs. Burgoyne had been in poor health for several years, and lived in retirement with her 
daughter Iris and son-in-law Charles at Drongan. Although unable to attend Federation meetings 
in recent years she continued a prolific and world-wide correspondence. It was through Jane that 
Professor Toshio Namha was brought to the attention of the wider Burns movement. A very 
courteous lady of the old school. her passing at the beginning of March was widely and sincerely 
mourned. It is a measure of the respect in which she was held that, at her funeral in Coylton Parish 
Church on !Oth March. President Anne Gaw, eight past presidents and four honorar} presidents 
of the Burns Federation were among the large number of mourners. The service was conducted by 
the Rev. R. H. M. McAlpine who paid tribute to a long and talented life, lived to the full. Paying 
tribute to Jane, Allan Stoddart, a close friend of many years, said: 'My life, as well as that of several 
hundreds of others, has been greatly enriched in knowing Mrs. Burgoyne.' 

J. A. M. 

SERGE HOVEY 

With the death of Serge Hovey. the world lost a rare spirit, a composer, arranger, scholar and 
fighter. I lost a teacher and a friend. and Scotland lost one of the most dedicated and tireless 
champions her national bard has ever had. 

Serge Hovey was horn in New York in 1920 and raised in Los Angeles. Of colourful New England 
and Russian Jewish parentage, he was brought up with Gershwin (who chose his first piano for 
him), Schoenberg and Hans Eisler. For more than 30 years Serge wrote music for theatre. concert 
and films (documentary and educational shorts) His award-winning films include The Hangman and 
A Storm of Strangers. and the music he composed for The World of Sholem Aleichem·was described 
by the New York Times as "Wonderfully evocative and, at times, exalting". Always ambitious to 
create a new American music he worked with Bertolt Brecht and Pete Seeger, among others; but 
for most of the last 30 years, he concentrated his energies on the songs of Robert Burns. 

In 1972 Serge wrote to me outlining an ambitious project, a vision, in typically organised and 
matter-of-fact terms. He planned to record all the songs of Robert Burns. I was excited at the 
prospect and too infected by his enthusiasm to be daunted by the scope of the undertaking. 

Then, twenty years ago, Serge was diagnosed as suffering from amyotrophic sclerosis, a crippling 
motor neurone disease. By means of letters and tapes we worked ever more slowly as he fought for 
breath. But he completed the research, piano arrangements and, in most instances, plans for the 
ensemble arrangements for 323 songs; and when we recorded Volume One in Vermont, the only 
sign of his growing disability was the necessity to help his right leg into the car when he folded his 
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lean 6ft 4in frame into my Volkswagen. By Volume Six he was communicating by computer and 
letter-board. For the last 12 years he lived on a respirator, but with the support of his wife and 
family continued to work at Burns's songs and other projects. Working with him was an education, 
a challenge and a privilege. 

The Robert Burns Song Book was already completed by 1972. From sources on both sides of the 
Atlantic, Serge had painstakingly researched the works of Burns and carefully matched the poet's 
lyrics to the tunes (largely of Scottish folk origin) for which they were penned. Burns collected 
traditional Scottish tunes and often wrote new lyrics or remodelled existing verses, but always with 
a specific melody in mind. Over the years much of his work with song was altered, forgotten or 
looked at solely as poetry. 

In a major research project Serge reunited Burns's lyrics (un-expurgated) with the original 
melodies for which they were written. He then created contemporary, orchestral arrangements for 
all of these songs. "The Burns and Scottish tunes worked their way into the bloodstream of 
American music," Serge wrote. "Scottish tunes came over to North America with the European 
settlers. In the late eighteenth century there appeared in a Philadelphia newspaper an advertisement 
of The Scots Musical Museum to be printed in the United States. Names of typical Burns tunes 
appeared regularly on programmes of concerts in early Boston, New York, Philadelphia and 
Richmond. Traditional Scottish ballads had evolved a new variance in the Appalachians. The hopes 
and dreams of early Americans found many forms of cultural expression and together with the 
writing of Paine and the spirit of the enlightenment we also find the songs of Robert Burns." In 
Burns's songs Serge Hovey found much more than local and personal expression: here are satire 
and nationalism, humour, bawdry and revolutionary ideals - material that strikes immediate and 
universal chords. 

So it was that in 1972 he embarked on what he considered as the other half of his enormous 
project to exhume this little known body of vibrant material. Since that time we have produced six 
recordings, five of them in the US and the most recent in Scotland, in conjunction with Scottish 
Television and Channel Four. Their documentary film, The Tree of Liberty, produced by Tim Neat, 
has left us with a different kind of record of Serge and perhaps some sense of his indomitable spirit. 

JEAN REDPATH 

Serge Hovey, composer, born New York 10 March 1920, married 1955 Esther Silver (three sons; one 
son by a previous marriage), died Pacific Palisades California 3 May 1989. 

ERIC BRYCE KAY MURRAY 

With the sudden death in Haddington on 14th February, 1989 a talented devotee of Robert Burns, 
sportsman and outstanding man of business was lost. Brought up in Juniper Green, Midlothian, 
Eric first attended the local primary school then the Royal High School, Edinburgh. 

Following active service as a bomber pilot in the Royal Air Force he joined the vast complex of 
Ferranti Ltd as a sales management trainee in the late 1940s. Within a decade he had been promoted 
to its group developing numerical control equipment for machine tools and automation. This section, 
specialising in electronics, was one of the very first to lead into what is now recognised universally 
as the major all-pervasive industry. 

During this interesting and exciting period of technical advancement, through research of complex 
equipment designed to meet a myriad of functions in industry, science and education, Eric had his 
work cut out in trying to persuade management of traditional heavy industries, entrenched in auld 
farrant processes, to adopt the new technology and so reap the benefits of efficient production. 

In the mid-sixties he was selected to establish a Ferranti office in Paris and commissioned to open 
up a European market. With characteristic acumen he became an accepted figure among major 
industrialists, universities engaged in physical and scientific research, and state departments 
throughout much of Western Europe. 

In 1974 Eric was appointed Scottish Sales Manager for the London based System Informatics 
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Analysis and on retirment set himself up as a freelance business development consultant. By the 
mid-eighties he was associated with Dunsmore Data and a director of its co-firm J. B. Schofield , 
consulting engineers. As such, he was heavily involved with the Scottish Development Department's 
Highway Management and was partly responsible fo r Construction Material Control of the entire 
Highway and Trunk Network of Scotland including bridges and a llied structures. He was a Scottish 
delegate to the International Conference hosted by Toronto under the aegis of the U.S. Federal 
Highways Authority. All in all , he was a brilliant and versatile promoter of high technology. 

Golf being Eric's prime recreation, he was a member of Baberton for virtually a half century and 
a past captain of the club; a former member of the Burgess and latte rly one of Dunbar G.C. 
Typically he put much back into the game he loved by , despite intense business preoccupations, 
giving valued time to its administration at club , county and national leve ls for the benefit of others . 

Not only golf clubs but countless associations are indebted to Eric as an ardent Burnsian . As far 
as known , no appea l to assist in or organise annual suppers was ever turned down. He was a member 
of the Hopeto un and Cumbrae Burns Clubs, for many years president of the Edinburgh 90 , a past
president of the E.D.B.C.A. , a representative to the Federation executive , and the organising 
secretary for the successful 1987 Conference hosted by Edinburgh. Simply his enthusiasm , superior 
organising ability and individual talent helped to maintain in no small measure this particular 
Scottish heritage. 

We Burnsians, engineers and golfers alike , extend our heartfelt sympathy to his wife Margaret, 
daughter Carol and son Philip . 

G. G. 
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Book Reviews 

BURNS FROM A NEW ANGLE 

Robert Burns, by Richard Hindle Fowler. Routledge, £19.95. pp280. 

Oh no - not another biography of Burns' Surely the subject has been well and truly gone over and 
done to death. Incredible as it may seem, however, this new book makes a refreshing change, 
presenting as it does the re-examination of many of the long-held views about the Bard rather than 
coming up with entirely new facts. It was Professor Robert Thornton who pointed the way ahead. 
Some years ago, when he published his important works on Drs Currie and Maxwell, Thornton 
argued that future research into Burns would have to concentrate to a large extent on the people 
associated with the poet, or would require to re-appraise the known facts, as well as the half-truths 
and outright distortions, in light of our knowledge on a wide range of subjects which did not, of 
themselves, directly pertain to Burns. 

Richard Hindle Fowler has clearly taken these dicta to heart. His publisher has unwittingly given 
pictorial expression to this by printing a mirror image of the celebrated Nasmyth Portrait on the 
dust jacket. I must confess that when I picked up the book I sensed something different before I 
had even opened it - but it took a minute or two before the penny dropped. To present the Bard 
with his hair parted the wrong way may be unpardonable to purists, but it does rather symbolise 
the contents of this contentious book which takes many of our firmly held convictions, looks at them 
from an entirely new angle, turns them around or stands them on their head. 

The structure of the book is beautifully simple. Mr. Fowler has, in fact, given us seven longish 
essays on aspects of Bum's life. The titles - Sands o' life, Profane rhymer, Distant shore, Art's lofty 
boast, Ruinous bargains, When catch the thief! resounds aloud, The lovely dears and But why, o 
Death, begin a tale?- are quotations from the poetical works and correspondence of Burns himself, 
in itself a nice and unusual touch. 

The opening chapter is a fairly cursory survey of the poet's brief life. The second chapter, 
however, tackles head-on the vexed question of Burns whose satires lampooned the Kirk. In this 
chapter Fowler plausibly argues for the immense influence which Locke's Essay Concerning Human 
Understanding had on Burns. That Burns read Locke is attested in the poet's own correspondence, 
but no scholar has previously examined this in depth. While Locke's philosophy may explain the 
Deism in Burns's own outlook it is surely not the entire answer in the case of one who, more than 
most of his contemporaries, had taken a considerable time to work out his own ideas on the 
immortality of the mind and soul. 

Fowler has come up with some highly original theories concerning the ideas expressed in the 
poet's works and, indeed, the sources of inspiration. One theory which I have not encountered 
before suggests that Burns's 'Twa Dogs' owed a great deal to Alexander Pope's 'Bounce to Fop' (a 
dialogue between Pope's Great Dane and Lady Suffolk's lap-dog) which is printed in full as one of 
the appendices, rather than to Fergusson's 'Mutual Complaint of Plainstanes and Causey', which 
had hitherto been accepted as the model. 

I had the pleasure of chatting with Richard Fowler in Melbourne last March. Now 78, he was 
until his retirment the Director of the Science Museum of the State of Victoria and thus brings to 
bear the impeccable credentials of the scientist on many aspects of Burns's life and times. He is 
particularly good on rile chapter entitled Ruinous Bargains, which analyses the reasons for the 
failure of Burns and his father to make a go of farming. 

When it comes to matters of a medical nature, however, Fowler is at his most pugnacious and 
provocative. He examined the admittedly scanty facts concerning Helen Anne Park and produces 
an ingenious theory to explain why it was that the infant daughter was ten day old when she was 
taken in by Bonnie Jean. So, too, in the matter of Jean's own second set of twins, born on 3rd 
March 1788. One died at the age of eight days and the other twelve days later. Certain writers 
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(notably Maurice Lindsay) have put the blame for their untimely death on the notorious 'horse
litter' escapade. Fowler, however, has re-examined the available data in light of information on 
neonatal death supplied to him by several leading obstetricians, with the result that Burns is now 
completely absolved of any guilt in the matter. 

Undoubtedly, it is in the vexed question of the poet's illness or illnesses and death that Fowler 
is at his most aggressively robust. He roundly dismisses the medical diagnosis of rheumatic 
endocarditis, pointing out that Sir James Crichton-Browne was a psychiatrist and not a medical 
doctor. Quite so, but Crichton-Browne first qualified in medicine before going on to become a 
pioneer of modern psychiatry and even if he were not competent to make a diagnosis himself he 
would have had many contacts in the medical world of the 1920s when arriving at this conclusions. 

If it seems that Fowler the scientist in decrying Crichton-Browne the psychiatrist is merely the 
kettle calling the pot black, Fowler adds the rider: 'That's about enough on the gapbedevilled 
medical history of Robert Burns, apart from some dismounting generalities. Nothing offered is 
declared ex cathedra; indeed any such pose by a scientist who is not a medical practitioner would 
be audacious: some would say impertinent'. 

Fowler's theory is that Burns showed all the symptoms of chronic brucellosis, a disease spread 
by drinking infected milk. He claims this as an entirely new idea, but it has certainly been postulated 
previously - certainly the possibility was thoroughly explored by W. W. Buchanan and W. F. Kean 
in their paper 'Robert Burns's Illness Revisited' (Scottish Medical Journal, 1982). However, Fowler 
takes the view that brucellosis was compounded by lead poisoning, from the litharge (a metallic salt 
known also as sugar of lead) which was used to adulterate cheap wine. Fowler belongs to the school 
of thought which has largely rehabilitated Dr James Currie. Thus the pendulum has swung back 
again in favour of the original notion that Burns was drinking to excess. though the new angle is that 
Burns suffered the toxic effects of lead rather than alcohol itself. For good measure Fowler 
enumerates those friends and contemporaries of Burns who also drank themselves into early graves 
- contrasting them with the sober men of the cloth who lived far beyond the Biblically allotted span. 

Such an objective critique of Burns the man might have been redeemed by an appreciation of the 
poems and songs, but perhaps pressure of space precluded this. It would have been an immeasurably 
better book, and a more balanced account, had this been taken into consideration. 

MAVERICK OR GENIUS? 

MacDiarmid, by Alan Bold. John Murray, £17.95. pp482. 
When he died on 9th September 1978 Christopher Murray Grieve, at the age of 86, was the Grand 
Old Man of Scottish literature. He had outlived all his contemporaries - George Ogilvie (1934), 
Pittendrigh Macgillivray (1938), William Souter (1943), Catherine Carswell, the biographer of Burns 
(1946), Edwin Muir (1959), Sean 0 Casey (1964), T. S. Eliot (1965), Ezra Pound and Compton 
Mackenzie (1972), Neil Gunn (1973) and Helen Cruikshank, Sydney Goodsir Smith and Tom 
MacDonald (1975). His career as poet and polemicist had effectively spanned the first three quarters 
of the present century. He had played a major role in virtually every literary movement in Scotland 
in that period, and had also left his indelible stamp on the turbulent politics of the interwar years. 

His given surname, however, means little to the public at large. Since 1922 he had preferred to 
be known by his nom de plume of Hugh MacDiarmid. A sure indication of fame is when the surname 
alone suffices to identify the man readily and it is this which Alan Bold has chosen for his title. 

This is a giant of a book and, I might add, terrific value for the money. MacDiarmid produced 
his own autobiographical study Lucky Poet which contrived to tell us remarkably little about himself. 
There have been various biographies and numerous critical studies of aspects of his works, but we 
have had to wait until now for a truly definitive critical biography. Alan Bold is particularly well 
qualified to tackle this gargantuan task. He was singularly fortunate to make the acquaintance of 
MacDiarmid while still a teenager - an acquaintance that was to ripen and mature into deep and 
lasting friendship over the last fourteen years of MacDiarmid's life. Bold makes no secret of his 
admiration, but it is greatly to his credit that he manages to retain his objectivity throughout, and 
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can discuss with perception and a proper sense of perspective all the facets of this complex and 
multi-layered personality, treating the attractive and less likeable attributes with equal honesty and 
integrity. 

This is no easy task, and there are many uncomfortable moments and ugly incidents: 
MacDiarmid's unseemly diatribes against those who had given so freely of their friendship but with 
whom he had disagreements that all too often ended in violent hostility. The biographer's many 
problems consisted in the attempts to rationalise the seeming paradoxes in MacDiarmid's character: 
the class-conscious snobbery underlying the publicly professed Communism; the strident Scottish 
Nationalism of the man who twice endeavoured to carve a niche for himself in London's literary 
milieu; the rabid republican who ended up the recipient of a royal pension from the Civil List. 

He co-founded the Scottish National Party, which expelled him for his Communism; but then the 
Communist Party also found him a difficult man to contain and likewise expelled him - not once, 
but twice! To say that Christopher Grieve was, first and foremost, his own man is an understatement. 
He was ever the rugged individualist. In this regard he seems to have taken after his father James 
Grieve, a postman in Langholm, who stood out against local patriotic opinion at the turn of the 
century by declaring pro-Boer sympathies. Interestingly, James Grieve was also such a devout 
Presbyterian that he would not have the poems of Burns in the house, 'presumably so he could not 
be contaminated by the satirical thrust of such works as Holy Willie's Prayer and Address to the 
Unco Guid.' Ironically, one of MacDiarmid's four poems featuring his father was 'Kinfolk', in which 
the good James comes across uncannily like William Burnes as portrayed in 'The Cotter's Saturday 
Night'. 

Although Burns, on the school curriculum, was confined to 'a few of the more hackneyed love 
songs' the young Grieve clearly came under the influence of the Bard at an early age, despite his 
father's taboo. In 1922, when he founded the Scottish Chapbook and first used Hugh MacDiarmid 
as one of his many aliases, he contributed a paper under the name of A. K. Laidlaw entitled 'Your 
Immortal Memory, Burns!' Gradually Hugh MacDiarmid came to epitomise the soul, while 
Christopher Grieve continued to stand for the body. 

Grieve had not yet made his metamorphosis when, in September 1922, he attended the Burns 
Federation's Annual Conference at Birmingham, as a delegate of the Montrose Burns Club. At that 
Conference Dr. Duncan McNaught was re-elected President (a position which he held for thirteen 
years - not thirty as Bold avers) and shortly afterwards Grieve composed a sonnet in his honour: 

Honour to him who hath established 
A means to realise Burns' noblest dream. 

At the Conference banquet Grieve replied to the toast to Scottish Literature. He saw himself as 
the 'stormy petrer of the Conference and made a forceful plea for defossilising Burns and giving 
contemporary poets credit for being as ambitious as the Bard. On his return to Montrose, he was 
determined to transform the Burns movement at home and abroad. Hitherto he had posed as ihe 
enemy of Doric revivalism. Now he underwent a literary U-turn and began writing poetry in the 
vernacular - though concealing his authorship under the usual variety of aliases. His poem 'The 
Blaward and the Skelly' was virtually a revamping of Burns's very first poem 'Handsome Nell'. Not 
surprisingly, the experiment did not quite come 'off. 

Tantalisingly Alan Bold does not tell us of Grieve/MacDiarmid's subsequent career in the 
Montrose Burns Club. In what is arguably his greatest work, 'A Drunk Man Looks at the Thistle', 
MacDiarmid's eponymous hero demolished 'the Burnsian icon worshipped mindlessly by drunken 
Scots'. He appreciates Burns, recognises him as a soulmate, and directs his attack against 
sentimental Scots who, lacking a real interest in poetry, turn up at Burns Suppers to take the poet's 
name in vain. 'These disciples are nocht but zoologically men, incapable of attempting to rise to the 
stature of Burns. They resemble those who religiously attend churches without considering the 
meaning of Christ's self-sacrifice.' 

As Kirks wi' Christianity ha'e dune, 
Burns Clubs wi' Burns - wi' a thing it's the same, 
The core o' ocht is only for the few, 
Scorned by the mony, thrang wi'ts empty name. 
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Pretty strong stuff, from the erstwhile Conference delegate! Although MacDiarmid was 
uncompromisingly scathing in his attack on the Burns cult in this poem, one of the strongest 
influences in it is none other than 'Tam o Shanter' and Bold points to the many parallels between 
the two great masterpieces. 

Worse was to come, however. On 21st January 1928 MacDiarmid launched a savage attack on 
Burns himself. His timing was deliberate, to produce the maximum effect on the countless 
anniversary dinners held over the ensuing days and weeks. He strongly urged Scotland to forget, 
for the next quarter of a century at least, that Burns had ever existed. MacDiarmid criticised the 
Burns Federation for its indifference to contemporary Scots verse, noting that the Federation 
sponsored no annual prize for new work in Scots, and complaining that those responsible for the 
Scottish Literary Revival had had no support from the Federation. 

Inevitably this intemperate outburst was bitterly resented by dedicated Burnsians and there was 
no shortage of powerful and influential speakers to rush to the Bard's defence. Unabashed by this 
backlash, MacDiarmid returned to the attack in an article in the Glasgow Evening Times. He 
dismissed as preposterous the annual spectacle of abasement before the name of Burns and 
suggested that Burns was as outdated as democracy. This and much more was hardly calculated to 
endear MacDiarmid to his fellow-countrymen. It is almost as if he was hell-bent in his desire to 
become branded as Scotland's Public Enemy No. 1. The rows over the Burns issue had no effect 
on him. If anything, he thrived on the controversy he generated and positively relished the trading 
of insults that ensued. 

Thereafter the feud between MacDiarmid and the Burns movement smouldered, occasionally 
flaring up. Ironically, in 1933 he wrote under the pseudonym of James Maclaren that MacDiarmid's 
(i.e. his own) 'Hymns to Lenin' paralleled Burns's welcome to the French revolution. Even though 
he publicly denounced Burns, he could never shake off his influence. Oddly enough he took 
exception to an article by Catherine Carswell about Burns in the Radio Times in February 1930 but 
afterwards they ended up the best of friends. 

In old age MacDiarmid mellowed. With Norman MacCaig and Sydney Goodsir Smith he was 
appointed one of the club bards in the 200 Burns Club, formed in Milne's Bar, Edinburgh as the 
Bard's bicentenary approached. In February 1959 MacDiarmid travelled to Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Bulgaria for the Burns celebrations in these countries. His ambivalence was still 
evident, however; in his book Burns Today and Tomorrow (1959) was a resume of his persistent 
attacks on Burns, seeing him as a great songwriter and inferior poet, and his detestation of the Bums 
cult (though he rarely turned down an opportunity to address a Burns club). According to 
MacDiarmid, it was the mindless adulation and imitation of Burns that had lowered Scottish 
literature to a pitiful level of self-congratulatory sentimentalism. 

Perhaps MacDiarmid's extreme views will be vindicated by the passage of the centuries. And then 
again, perhaps not. Will the effulgence of his genius transcend the meanness and viciousness of the 
spirit? Will MacDiarmid eventually surpass Burns as Scotland's greatest poet? Somehow, I think 
not. 

These vexatious matters aside, however, MacDiarmid deserves to be more widely read and better 
understood, and this is just the standard work to pave the way towards that greater understanding. 

OR SING A SANG AT LEAST 

The Songs of Robert Burns, by John Ashmead and John Davidson. Garland Publishing, Inc., 136 
Madison Ave., New York. NX 10016. $50.00. pp288. 

The title of this book is something of a misnomer, as it contains only 45 of the 350 songs composed 
by Robert Burns, but it does a pretty thorough job on the songs selected. Interestingly, the authors 
did a rough computer search of critical praise. of recordings and of anthologised songs. as well as 
inspecting most of the verbal manuscripts which have survived (only a few tantalisingly brief music 
manuscripts remain). Ashmead and Davidson have rediscovered one forgotten. but superior text 
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for 'O, let me in this ae night' which had not been used since 1796. One of the biggest problems 
has been to cope with such songs as 'Auld Lang Syne' for which there are two distinct versions -
the folk original and Burns's inspired words. 

A brief introduction outlines the poet's life and career with particular reference to his song 
production and goes into some technical detail about his use of the modes, and his adaptations, 
especially of instrumental tunes. Each song is supplied with detailed headnotes which give the 
musical and biographical background along with new material on the relation of Burns's words to 
their music. The text of the songs has a gloss of dialect words and archaic usages alongside. The 
bars of music are printed with the first verse and (where applicable) the chorus of each song. 

The authors bring out very well the dramatic change of direction in Burns's poetic output. Only 
four songs appeared in the Kilmarnock Edition. A further seven appeared in the first Edinburgh 
Edition (1787), but only three more were added in the edition of 1793. From May 1787 onwards, 
however, Burns became increasingly involved with song publishers and from 1793 he worked on 
little else in the poetic line. He worked solely for James Johnson from the middle of 1787 till 
September 1792; thereafter he divided his time between Johnson and George Thomson. Donald 
Low has rightly called 1786 Burns's Annus mirabilis, but that might equally well apply to 1793, the 
year in which the expanded third edition of his poems appeared, as well as the fourth volume of 
the Musical Museum and the first volume of Thomson's Select Collection. By this time only 14 songs 
appeared in Burns's collected works, but he had contribued at least 250 to Johnson and Thomson. 

The canard about Burns's decline is surely laid to rest when one considers that in February 1794 
he had recovered sufficiently from his assorted troubles to send some 41 songs to Johnson for the 
projected fifth volume. The sixth and last Johnson volume did not appear till 1803, seven years after 
Burns's death, but even then a third of the contents were by Burns. 

This is a very workmanlike book, marred only by its appearance. Despite its high retail price a 
rather obvious need to keep costs down is evident in the text which is lithographically reproduced 
from typewriting, with far too free use of underlining, rather than bold lettering (used very sparingly) 
or italics (not at all) when a contrasting fount is required for emphasis or clarity - despite the fact 
that a word-processor has clearly been used. A few careless mistakes, such as giving the year of the 
move to Ellisland as 1789, instead of 1788, merely accord with Murphy's law of authorship. 

Almost as he lay dying - on 16th May 1796 to be precise - Burns wrote to Thomson that he hoped 
to produce a complete collection of his songs - 'at least of all the songs of which I wish to be called 
the Author. I do not propose this so much in the way of emolument, as to do justice to my Muse 
.. ' This shows unequivocably that Burns was at last ranking his songs as. equally worthy of book 
publication as his poems. Ashmead and Davidson conclude that 'from the beginning, Burns was 
equally gifted and productive in both. The only change was a growing confidence in his genius as 
one of our greatest writers of song.' 

VEST-POCKET BURNS 

Poems and Songs of Robert Burns, H.B. Langman and Company Ltd., 8~ York Street, Glasgow 
G2 8LE. £2.95. pp192. 

This is one of those tiny, tartan-covered volumes which are aimed primarily at the souvenir trade, 
but the publishers hope that its compact size will attract those interested in Burns generally. It 
contains some 156 of the most popular poems and songs, prefaced by a brief biography. A useful 
feature is a short description of the Burns country, but there are also excellent notes on many of 
the ,more important poems. A glossary of words used includes appropriate definitions in modern 
usage for ease of reading. 

Perhaps the day will come when hotel bedrooms will offer guests the works of Burns, in addition 
to the Gideon Bible and the Book of Mormon; but until that day comes a wee volume such as this 
one is the ideal travelling companion. 
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REWARDING STUDY OF THE POET'S INDUSTRY 

Burnsiana, by James A. Mackay: Alloway Publishing £14.95 

This unusual and generously illustrated book by the editor of the Burns Chronicle, makes a 
valuable contribution to the cultural history of Scotland and the Scottish diaspora in the two 
centuries which have elapsed since Robert Burns came on the literary scene. 

It does so by looking closely at the astonishingly diverse and far-flung tangible evidence of the 
Burns Cult in the form of paintings statues, busts, Mauchline ware, postage stamps, posters, 
shortbread tins, tea-towels, whisky and much else besides. In bald summary this may seem like an 
excuse for genteel Scotswhahavering. 

Instead the result of notably wide-ranging reasearch is an" informative factual survey by a man 
who knows and cares about his subject. James Mackay was uniquely qualified to write this book, 
being both an acknowledged expert on Burns and a prolific author of books and articles on collecting 
and the applied and decorative arts. 

A note in the index explains that "The names of Robert Burns and Alexander Nasmyth are 
omitted, because they appear on almost every page". Nasmyth who had studied under Allan Ramsay 
in London, was commissioned by William Creech to paint a portrait of Burns for the Edinburgh 
Edition in 1787. Burns and he got on very well in part at least because they shared radical political 
sympathies. They visited Roslin together, and there are several Nasmyth contributions to the 
portraiture of Burns. 

The original bust portrait, now in the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, is probably less accurate 
as a depiction of what Burns looked like than an engraving made from it by John Beugo which had 
to win the approval of Burns, Creech, and the painter, but as James Mackay demonstrates, 
Nasmyth's has proved to be easily the most influential and frequently imitated single image of the 
poet. 

A scarcely less photogenic head by Archibald Skirving in red chalk dating from 1796 to 1798 is 
based on it. Nasmyth's central place in Burnsian iconography illustrates among other things the 
continuing success of the formidable public relations relations campaign mounted on Burns' behalf 
when he first went to Edinburgh. "Right down to the present time," James Mackay writes, "The 
Nasmyth bust has been cloned ad nauseam " 

John Miers's 1787 silhouette of the poet is here with apt comment on the techniques by which 
"shades" were created but I regret that Burnsiana does not include a full-size colour reproduction 
of the watercolour on ivory miniature painted by Alexander Reid, also now in the Portrait Gallery. 
Burns wrote from Dumfries to the music publisher George Thomson in May, 1795, "There is an 
artist of very considerable merit, just now in this town, who has hit the most remarkable likeness 
of what I am at this moment, that I think ever was taken of anybody ... I have some thoughts of 
suggesting to you, to prefix a vignette taken from it to my song, Contented wi' little and cantie wi' 
mair, in order the portrait of my face and the picture of my mind may go down the stream of time 
together." 

James Mackay observes that this profile "presents a more bucolic impression of Burns than the 
Nasmyth or Beugo portraits". That is certainly true, but to my mind the resemblance between nose, 
mouth and chin here and in the Miers silhouette points to the reliability of the Reid likeness. 
Silhouette and miniature can be compared incidentally, by anyone with access to Basil Skinner's 
pamphlet Burns Authentic Likenesses (1963). 

Burnsiana might also have included reference to or an illustration from Views in North Britain, 
Illustrative of the Works of Robert Burns, by James Storer and John Greig, published as early as 
1811. But books were outside the scope of the investigation. There is plenty here to keep the reader 
happy, whether his or her first interest is the Antiques Roadshow, Burns, or in James Mackay's 
words "the range and diversity of the objects - the good, the bad and the ugly - created by each 
successive generation in his honour.·· 

DONALD LOW 
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BURNS IN HIS LAST EIGHT YEARS 
Burns-Lore of Dumfries and Galloway, by James A. Mackay, Alloway Publishing, £4.95. pp168. 

It was on June 11, 1788, that Robert Burns took up the lease of a farm at Ellisland in Nithsdale 
from Patrick Miller of Dalswinton and thus began the close association of the Bard with the 
southwest of Scotland. He had, of course, already visited the area a year earlier, when the Royal 
Burgh of Dumfries had confered its highest honour upon him; but little did he think on that occasion, 
as he was made an honorary burgess, that he would eventually reside in the town and die there 
little more than eight years later. 

This book, designed as companion to Andrew Boyle's admirable volume on Ayrshire Burns-Lore, 
deals with the last eight years of the poet's life. In many respects, this was the busiest and most 
crowded part of his all too short life. In addition to working his farm, Burns entered the Excise 
service in September 1789, and from then until July 1790, was engaged on survey duties which 
involved 200 miles hard riding every week in all weathers, covering the ten parishes of Upper 
Nithsdale. 

On November 11, 1791, the Burns family settled in an upstairs flat in the Wee Venne! (now Bank 
Street). Promotion to the more lucrative Dumfries Port Division in February 1792 enabled him to 
move to a larger house in Millbrae Venne! (now Burns Street) in May 1793. In addition to Ellisland 
and the two Dumfries houses, Burns also resided temporarily with David and Agnes Cullie and then 
occupied David Newall's house at Isle. In the last month of his life he stayed at Brow on the Solway. 
Furthermore, he was closely associated with such inns as the Globe in Dumfries which he described 
as his favourite howff, and the hostelries run by the Whighams at Sanquhar and the Bacons at 
Brownhill. He took a leading part in the promotion of libraries in Dunscore and Dumfries, and was 
also closely associated with the establishment of the Theatre Royal, now the oldest provincial theatre 
extant in Scotland. Dumfries has the honour of containing, in St. Michael's churchyard, the mortal 
remains of the poet and his family. 

These locations are familiar to anyone with no more than a passing knowledge of Burns, his life 
and works; but throughout the length and breadth of Dumfries and Galloway Region there are many 
other places which have their Burns association: places which he actually visited as, for example, 
during his two Galloway tours with John Syme in 1793 and 1794; places whither his Excise duties 
took him, from Penpont, Dunscore and Thornhill in the northwest to Annan, Ecclefechan and 
Sarkfoot in the south east. There were the mansions of the country gentry, such as the Riddells of 
Friars' Carse and Woodley Park who befriended him, no less that the farms of William Lorimer at 
Craigieburn and Kemys Hall. or the homes of the McMurdo family at Drumlanrig or the Stewarts 
of Closeburn, where he was always welcome. 

But there were also countless places where the association was not so obvious. The author has 
endeavoured to pinpoint all the sites and locations in the region that have a connection with Burns. 
however slight. The estates and farms of the gentlemen of Annandale, Nithsdale, the Stewartry and 
Galloway whom Burns mentioned in his election ballads and epigrams have all been identified and 
fully described .. In fact, every place in the region associated with everyone mentioned in the poems, 
songs and letters of Burns - even including the traditional ballads that Burns mended and re-worked 
- has been located and described. References to the appropriate poem or letter have been indicated 
with their page numbers in the Complete Works (1986) and Complete Letters (1987). 

The entries have been arranged in alphabetical order by place, with cross-references clearly 
indicated in bold lettering. There is a very detailed index of persons so that the reader can easily 
trace the connections not only between these people and the poet, but between each other. 
Unfortunately, it appears that at a late stage in production the publishers dropped two pages from 
the preliminaries in Mder to fit everything in - but forgot to adjust the numbering of the index to 
coincide with the new pagination. As a result, the reader has to mentally subtract two from each 
number in consulting the index. It is to be hoped that this lapse can speedily be rectified when. 
hopefully, the book has to be reprinted. I hasten to add that this in no way detracts from a very 
fine book, which should be indispensable to every Burnsian. 

JOHN INGLIS 
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A RUINOUS BARGAIN 

Burns in Ellis/and, by James A. Mackay, (Ellisland Trust, £1.50 + 40p P.&P.) pp32. 

From I Ith June 1788 till I Ith November 1791, Ellisland Farm in Dalswinton parish, Dumfriesshire 
was the residence of Robert Bums. He was determined to return to farming after his Edinburgh 
sojourn, but the choice proved a disastrous one, from which the poet only managed to extricate 
himself when the Excise offered better prospects. The stony, infertile, poorly dressed and badly 
drained ground of Ellisland would have taxed the strength and endurance of a much fitter man than 
Bums. To the unending drudgery of farming, however, was added the unremitting toil of a country 
Exciseman. For most of the Ellisland period Bums was engaged on riding work that took him across 
ten parishes of Upper Nithsdale, travelling up to 200 miles on horseback each week and then 
working far into the night to write up his reports and surveys. The combined efforts of farming and 
the Excise would have taxed the strength of a healthy man, and Bums was far from robust. It is 
nothing short of miraculous that he nevertheless found some time for literary work. Some 240 letters 
and 130 poems and songs belong to the Ellisland period, and include some of Bums's finest work, 
including his undoubted masterpiece 'Tam o' Shanter'. 

This extremely comprehensive and detailed book recounts the history of the farm from the earliest 
times right down to the present day, with special reference to the period of the poet's tenancy and 
more recent years when Ellisland has been in the care of a Trust. The book contains a full description 
of the relics and other exhibits, as well as details of the Agricultural Museum established in 1979 in 
the adjoining granary. This is an excellent little book and a model for other projects which, it is to 
be hoped, will be published in the ensuing years in the run-up to the Bicentenary of the poet's death 
in 1996. 

J.M.G. 

THE PAISLEY BURNS CLUB GREETING 

Ae day - in June - the sun shone bricht 
Oan Members an' fiers stravaigin' richt 
Roon Campbell's Kingdom, Argyll's delicht, 

His "Bowling' Green" braw; 
Then - Inveraray - bonniest sicht; 

The Castle an' a! 

Ae nicht - St. Andra's - saw us jine, 
Gude-men, bonnie wives an' lasses fine, 
Wi' chiels frae the Alamo we'ld dine. 

While Alan an' Tam 
Praised "Oor Paisley" and' "Scotland Mine" 

Scrieve Bob earned his dram! 
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This day - in Janwar - 'tis Rab's ain. 
A' room the warl' we praise his name 
An' toast his Memory. Sic' like fame's 

Nae easily eamt. 
But verse an' sang an' letters a' came 

Frae an auld farrant! 

This nicht oor Greeting wends its way 
Tae eichty ither Bums Clubs, wha'll pay 
Their homage leal, thro' nicht an' thro' day 

As sun's the timer. 
In Lallans, "guid sonse", "byde hale" we'll say 

Like Rab, the Rhymer! 

25thJanuary, 1989 



Burns and The Gentle Science 

by Samuel K. Gaw 
Convener, Memorials Committee 

Heraldry has been alluded to by writers of the subject both as an art and as a science. Robert Burns's 
interest in his armorial bearings may have been scientific in origin, but as the story of its inception 
unfolds, we come to see his fascination and attention to details in an artistic sense. 

The contempt so often shown for the privileged classes, the holders of "Ribbons, Stars and' that", 
the distaste for the tinsel of state. makes Burns an unlikely candidate for admirer of the Lyon Court. 
Yet his complimentary reference and his frequent learned forays into the realm of heraldry show 
him as a keen student of the craft. 

Burns's introduction to the subject took place early in his Edinburgh sojourn. The standing of 
the Lyon Court in Scotland has been in decline following the Union, particularly after the 1715. 
uprising when the Lyon King of Arms, Sir Alexander Erskine, was induced by his kinsman, the 
Earl of Mar, to join the wrong side. 

In 1787, when Burns was aged 27, John Hooke Campbell held the Hanoverian Government's 
appointment of Lord Lyon, but he was only interested in pocketing the fees. The administration 
was conducted by Robert Boswell, the Lyon Depute. This Ayrshire lawyer undertook the part-time 
business from his Edinburgh office and he, or his Depute, Robert Rankin, obviously instructed 
Burns well in the intricacies of Heraldry in that office where all the genealogies and heraldic records 
of Scotland were kept. 

Scottish arms were generally simpler and more direct than their English counterparts. There were 
comparatively few in Scotland because of the lesser variety of surnames at that time, and they 
reflected the nature of the family or clan connection - the Black and Yellow Gyronny of the 
Campbells, the Galley of the Isles, or the common animals: Stag, Boars and Wild Cats, all peculiarly 
Scottish. 

Burns, with his detestation of the anglicisation process at work -
"Nothing can reconcile me to the common terms 
English Ambass;:idor, English Court" 

was equally displeased not only to find a carpetbagger bleeding the principal office, but also the 
Scottish Heralds and Pursuiv:mts adopting English procedures, bedecked in English tabards, a 
custom which was to continue till 1928. 

He expressed his disgust as early as August 1787 in his letter to Dr. Moore -
"I have not the most distant pretensions to what the pyecoated guardians of escutcheons call, 
a Gentleman. When at Edinburgh last winter I got acquanited in the Herald's Office and 
looking through that granary of Honors I there found almost every name in the Kingdom; 
but for me. 

My ancient but ignoble blood 
Has crept thro' Scoundrels ever since the flood. 

Gules, Purpure, Argent, etc, quite disowned me. My fathers rented land of the noble Keiths of 
Marshal, and had the honor to share their fate. I do not use the word, Honor, with any reference 
to Political principles ... " 
(Gules, Purpure and Argent are heraldic terms for Red, Purple and White or Silver). 

The Seal 
There is evidence that Burns used at least two simple seals as early as 1789. One, oval in shape, 

depicted a figure holding a Harp and the other was the common symbol beloved of tattooists, a 
heart transfixed with two arrows. Loss of one or other of these impelled the Poet to show his keen 
understanding of the "Gentle Art" once more. 

Alexander Cunningham, the Edinburgh lawyer whose friendship with Burns remained rock
steady, and was subsequently the principal supporter of the subscription for the family following 
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the Poet's death, had acquired a jeweller's business and it was to him that the commission went for 
the seal's replacement. 

On 3rd March 1794 the Poet writes to Cunningham -
"I lately lost a valuable Seal, a present from a departed friend, which vexes me much. I have 
gotten one of your Highland pebbles, which I fancy would make a very decent one; and I 
want to cut my armorial bearings on it. .. " "I do not know that my name is matriculated, 
as the Heralds call it, at all; but I have invented one for myself; so, you know, I will be chief 
of the Name; and by courtesy of Scotland, will likewise be entitled to Supporters. These, 
however, I do not intend having on my Seal". 

The Arms 
"I am a bit of a Herald; and shall give you, Secundum Artem, my Arms. On a field, azure, 
a holly-bush, seeded, proper, in base; a Shepherd's pipe and crook, Saltierwise, also proper, 
in chief. on a wreath of the colors, a woodlark perching on a sprig of bay-tree, proper, for 
Crest. Two Mottoes: Round the top of the Crest 'Woodnotes wild'. At the bottom of the 
Shield, in the usual place 'Better a wee bush than nae bield'. By the Shepherd's pipe and 
crook, I do not mean the nonsense of Painters of Arcadia; but a Stock-and-horn, and a Club; 
such as you see at the head of Allan Ramsay, in Allan's quarto Edition of the Gentle 
Shepherd". 

That he has mastered the language is evident. Little fault can be found in his cryptic use of the 
language of heraldry, but it was perhaps inverted snobbery that caused him to maintain his image 
as the "Poet of People", and to distance himself from that "Parcel of Rogues in a Nation" - the 
Scottish nobility who would normally be associated with the science. 

David Allan, the Scottish Hogarth, had designed the frontispiece for the reprint of Allan Ramsay's 
pastoral poetry and this was to be the basis of Burns's design, unlike anything depicted in the Lyon 
Court. The musical instrument and the staff depicted were those used by Scotland's peasantry. 

A later design of Allan's appears to have been mu.eh more refined and Burns's disappointment 
was clearly indicated in his reply to George Thomson in 1794 -

"Tell my friend Allan ... that I much suspect he has, in his plates, mistaken the figure of 
the stock and horn. I have, at last, gotten one; but it is a very rude instrument. It is composed 
three parts; the stock which is the hinder thigh-bone of a sheep, such as you see in a mutton
ham; the horn which is a common Highlnd cow's horn, cut off at the smaller end, until the 
aperture be large enought to admit the stalk to be pushed up through the horn, until it be 
held by the thicker (or hip-end) of the thigh bone; and lastly, an oaten reed exactly cut and 
notched like that which you see every shepherd-boy have, when the corn-stems are green 
and full grown. The reed is not made fast in the bone, but is held by the lips, and plays loose 
in the smaller end of the stock; while the stock,. and horn hanging on its larger end, is held 
by the hands in playing. The stock had six or seven ventiges on the upper side and one back
ventige like the common flute". 

Burns called for this to be mounted saltire-wise with a Club, the instruments of the Farmer and 
Country Man, not a crook more suitable for Holy Office. 

The motto "Wood-notes Wild", a quotation from Milton's "L'Allcgro", surmounting a whistling 
laverock perching on a bay-leaf sprig, was surely very suitable, a favourite bird and. himself, a 
songster. The Motto on the base, "Better a wee bush than nac bield" is a truism still quoted in 
Ayrshire, and in the barren Ayrshire of Burns's boyhood even a small bush would be useful. 

What explanation can there be fore the Poet's fixation with the holly? One theory was advanced 
that his mother was born at Whitestone Lodge on Culzean Estate, although there is more likely 
evidence she was born at Craigcnton, Kirkowswald, where she was christened. Culzean means "the 
place of the holly". 

Burns's maternal great-grandfather was a Covenanter wounded at Airds Mouss. according to 
Burns, and closely associated with Peden, the prophet, solider-cum-preacher, who made his escape 
from the dragoons by hidin.g in a holly-tree near Sorn, and who courageously risked his life in the 
vicinity of Culzean to preach the Gospel. This District of Carrick was the home of Robert the Bruce 
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who, as Earl of Carrick, had the supporters on his coat of arm holly bedecked. 
And was it not Burns's muse, Coila, herself wearing a crown of holly, who honoured Ayrshire's 

bard with her own garland in The Vision -
But wear you this, she solemn said 
And bound the Holly round my head., 
The polished leaves, and berries red 

Did rustling play 
And like a passing thought she fled 

In light away. 
Although the prickles on holly are confined to the lower reaches of the tree, the use of the plant 

is strange and unexplained. Burns did insist that his holly-bush was to be a bush and not a tree, and 
emphasised this when the proofs of his seal design showed a tree. 

and 

"My 'seal' is all well except that my 'Holly' must 
be a bush, not a tree, as in the present shield". (May 1794) 

"You will please remember that my holly is a bush, 
not a tree". (July 1794). 

Burns ordered the seal in 1794, but was not to receive the completed seal or seals until 1796, just 
two short months before he died. Sadly, his emphasised wishes were ignored - the Stock and Horn 
appeared almost classical in design. The Club was certainly a Crook modelled like any one to be 
found at a Game Fair and the Bush was certainly tree-like. 

Should Burns have made one mistal<e, it was his insistence that the motto "Better a Wee Bush" 
should be "at the bottom of the shield in the usual place". The usual place for the motto in Scottish 
Heraldry is above the crest. English Heraldry usually has it below. 

The Campbell Legend 
Lawful armorial bearings were never registered by Burns. yet his design was incorporated 

officially into the arms of relatives, and ironically the arms, which did not meet his criteria, were to 
spawn a strange legend, completely erroneous and often repeated. 

In 1837 the Burns crest was first incorporated in the arms of James Burnes, town councillor, a 
grandson of the cousin of Burns and the cousin whom he visited and to whom he sent the song "Bed 
of Sweet Roses" told of the excesses of the religious order "The Buchanites" were both great great 
grandsons of James Burnes of Brawlinmuir in Kincardineshire. James, then a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians in Edinburgh, was in the service of the East India Company. 

The Armorial Bearings incorporate the device of Robert Burns -
" ... charged with a Holly bush surmounted by a crook and a Bugle horn saltyreways all 
Proper, being the well-known device used by the poet Burns ... " 

The story goes that Burns's cousin, like the Poet, was the great great grandson of Walter Campbell 
of Burnhoue, who fled to Buchan during the civil wars of the 17th Century. Losing the name of 
Campbell, the Burnhouse became Burness and then Burns. 

The lion couchant pierced by a spear, lying on a shield on the Campbell clan crest, and the life
returning tree stump symbolic of the family revival to greatness, were all excellent proof that the 
Poet should have been kinder to our Scottish nobility who drew up the Treaty of Union at Louden 
Castle in Ayrshire, the home of the Earl of Stair. 

Following this approach to the Lord Lyon in 1837 the legend grew. Despite there being a 
Burnhouse in Ayrshire, it was suggested that Taynuilt. literally the Gaelic "House of the Burn", a 
village in Argyll, was the origin of the name. The Reverend Alexander Greig of Stonehaven, who 
had married the daughter of Campbell of Burnhouse was alleged to have conveyed the Campbell 
connection in 1787. Yet neither Burns nor his cousin made mention of it. 

The legend is still repeated even today, without the speaker questioning why a Campbell should 
require, in a staunch presbyterian area, to change his name, and why a Gaelic name should be 
translated before usage. And why, more conveniently. do they ignore the i·act that the name Burness 
was common in the Mearns in the early 17th century. 

The "Gentle Science" cannot be overlooked. so let us follow the career of the aforementioned 
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The Campbell Connection. 
The Arms of James Burns in 1837 showing the Shield and Gyronny of Clan Campbell. 

The Redesigned Arms Marticulated by James Burns in 1851 
with the Spurious Campbell Connection Removed. 



James Burness. His career took off, he became Physician General and head of the Medical 
Department of the Army in Bombay. In the rebellion at Cabul in 1841 his two brothers, also in the 
service of the East India Company, were massacred. 

Imagine his chagrin when, by his return to this country, he had found the early petition and grant 
of Arms erroneous. We find, in 1851, a petition to the Lord Lyon to simplify and amend his shield 
to incorporate the deaths at Cabul and perhaps as an excuse -

" ... from a recent investigation, a great doubt have arisen in regard to the origin of his name 
being from that of Campbell". 

The Lord Lyon was asked to amend the shield - the gyronny of Clan Campbell disappeared, 
Cabul is commemorated and the arms of Robert Burns retained. 

Fourteen years elapsed between the first petition and the second. This, coupled with the 
continuing studies of Mr. Walter Burness of the Coul Anderson Generalogical Foundation (Walter, 
Eke the Poet, is directly descended from Walter Burness of Bogjorgan) which show the claim to be 
spurious, should be enough to correct the inaccuracies unfortunately perpetuated. The well-known 
crest of Robert Burns, has, therefore, appeared twice officially included in the arms recorded by 
James Burnes, the grandson of Burns's cousin. 

The Lengthy Road 
The wishes of the Poet as to the essential homely design to be preserved has taken almost two 

centuries to be granted. On 23rd January 1976 the Lyon Clerk wrote to the Burns Federation 
advising them that their proposal to incorporate the seal crest of the Poet used by Burns clubs on 
a map being produced by Bartholomew, was illegal, but suggested that the Federation should 
persuade a descendant of the Poet to petition for the Armorial Bearings to be established "For and 
in memory of the Poet''. 

The difficulty in involving legitimate descendants of the Poet to assist in matriculating the Arms 
and fiscal considerations delayed the proceedings. With the encouragement of the Lord Lyon and 
the Lyon Court, and the considerable expense being borne by the Dumfries Howff Club, the arms 
as a memorial to Robert Burns were matriculated 194 years after he designed them. 

Considerable research went into the elements to meet the Poet's design criteria: on an Argent 
field the Holly Bush is just that, not the lamented tree, the Club not a Bishop's Crozier, and the 
Stock and Horn a Bombardon type instrument like that found by Burns on Atholl's Braes. 

Burns, annoyed by the insidious English elements creeping into Scots life and heraldry since the 
Union, would approve of the Scots elements: the simple helm of an old Scottish Warrior Knight, 
the Mantling doubled Green and Silver, the Laverock perching on the sprig of Bay Tree, the Holly 
Bush, all elements in their natural colours, and in the Escrol above, the motto ''Better a wee bush 
than nae beild". 

These were the egalitarian symbols he craved, and proof of his complete understanding of the 
Gentle Art. 

H. GEORGE McKERROW, MBE 

We are very pleased to offer our hearty congratulations to George McKerrow who was made a 
Member of the Order of the British Empire in the Queen's Birthday Honours in June 1989, for 
services to the Burns Federation. This is believed to be the first time that an award has been made 
specifically for this reason. George followed in the footsteps of his father, the late M. H. McKerrow, 
when be became President of the Federation in 1961, and later served as Convener of the Finance 
Committee. This honour also reflects a lifetime of civic and public service in Dumfries. 
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Burns A-Z 
The Complete Word Finder 

Scheduled for publication March 1990. 

It is exactly one hundred years since J.B. Reid of Glasgow published A Complete Word and Phrase 
Concordance to the Poems and Songs of Robert Burns - to give this massiv~)ome its full title. It 
has been out of print for very many years and copies are much sought a.ftet'oy Burns enthusiasts 
and bibliophiles who quite gladly pay up to £110 for a copy. Yet as far back as 1913, the editor of 
the Burns Chronicle, Dr. Duncan McNaught, lamented that this valuable reference work was not 
only out of print but hopelessly out of date, in view of the many poems and songs which had been 
added to the canon since Reid's time - especially as a result of the Wallace-Chambers and Henley
Hcndcrson editions published around the time of the centenary of the poet's death in 1896, and in 
light of the research by Dick in publishing his seminal work on the songs of Burns a decade later. 

Duncan McNaught expressed the pious hope that it might somehow be possible to produce a 
reprint of Reid's Concordance, with a supplement to take account of more recently accepted works, 
but three quarters of a century and two world wars later, this hope has never been fulfilled. 

The Burns Federation published a new edition of the Complete Works of Burns as a tribute to 
the bicentenary of the Kilmarnock Poems in 1986, and followed this with a single-volume edition 
of the poet's Complete Letters. 

No poet - apart from Shakespeare - is more quotable than Burns. This book rtot only provides 
the source of that tantalising quotation you cannot quite place, but gives endless scope for speakers 
at Burns Suppers and students of "the sweetest, richest, subtlest, most musical of all the living 
dialects of Europe", as John Ruskin described the genius of Burns. 

Now it is proposed to publish a volume uniform with the previous two, providing the location to 
all the key-words in the songs and poems of Burns. All proper names, nouns, adjectives, verbs and 
adverbs, will be included, in alphabetical order, with meanings of dialect words and usages in 
parentheses, followed by the lines in which they occur. 

In addition to the poems as printed in the Complete Works, this book will include variants from 
the poet's manuscripts and those editions printed in his lifetime. Dubious and spurious poems, 
sometimes attributed to Burns, arc also included but their status will be clearly identified. It is felt 
that this will be a useful feature in assisting scholars as well as Burns enthusiasts to make this 
distinction. These extraneous works will be printed in full as an Appendix, and the listing of key
words will refer to this Appendix. 

Reid's Concordance contained over 11,400 words and 52,000 quotations. It is estimated that Burns 
A-Z will contain well over 14,000 key-words and in excess of 75,000 quotations. 

Originally this project was conceived on the lines suggested by Dr. McNaught - a straight reprint 
with a supplement; but a closer examination of the problem soon showed that this would not be 
satisfactory. The Concordance had many shortcomings, not the least being the use of titles for poems 
and songs no longer valid or recognisable at the present time, which renders it more difficult for 
the modern student. Consequently it was decided to approach the task of indexing the 700-odd 
works of Burns afresh, using the latest computer technology. 

This colossal task is being undertaken by our editor, James Mackay, who produced the two 
previous volumes in the series. The book is being printed by Dinwiddie Grieve of Dumfries. 

A subscription list was launched at the end of November 1988, following a decision by the Burns 
Federation Executive to go ahead with the project, taken at the November Executive meeting. Six 
months later, however. the number of subscriptions. at £30 each, had only reached 298. Although 
the price of the book seems high, in relation to the two previous volumes, it should be borne in 
mind that the actual length of the text is approximately three times greater than in the Complete 
Works. We have attempted to cram a gallon into a pint pot by reducing the size of type and adopting 
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a double column layout. Some confusion arose at the March quarterly meeting regarding the price 
of the book, so it must be re-iterated that the price remains at £30.00, plus £2.50 for postage and 
packing (inland) or £4 in international money orders for overseas postage. 

Meanwhile Joyce and James Mackay, honouring their verbal commitment to the Federation, went 
ahead with the actual work, and by early May 1989 were able to report that the work of 
computerising the poems and songs of Burns had been completed. As no contract with the 
Federation had materialised, however, and as the Federation were concerned about the commercial 
risk in this venture, James Mackay took over the project himself and absolved the Federation from 
any liability to pay the fee originally promised. Effectively he has undertaken to publish the book 
on his own account and he and his wife Joyce will conduct all negotiations with the printer, as well 
as deal with the marketing and distribution of the book. We have every confidence in their ability 
to see this project through to a successful conclusion. 

In taking this action, James Mackay expressed a concern that it was necessary to keep faith with 
those people who had so far subscribed to the project. Firm decisions had to be taken regarding 
the printer. The project had reached a critical stage and further delays in taking decisions at 
Executive level would have meant that the March 1990 dateline for publication could not be met. 
Mr. Mackay reports that the task of computer typesetting using the ASPIC (Authors' Symbolic 
Prepress Interfacing Codes) system is now well in hand (July 1989) and it is confidently expected 
that the book will be ready in time. 

This project deserves - nay, needs - your wholehearted support. Mr Mackay does not look to 
make a profit out of this venture; he will be satisfied if sufficient subscribers come forward to cover 
the printing and production costs, which means that another 300 subscriptions will need to be taken 
up. He is also looking for sponsorship or alternative funding. This falls into the category of "good 
causes" which deserve to be undertaken as a labour of love and not from any pecuniary motives. 
It should be added that already Gordon Mackley of Sydney, NSW, Australia, who has been a most 
gcn·erous benefactor to the Burns Federation in the past, has contributed £1,000 towards the fund 
for publishing this worthy succcsor to Reid's Concordance. If you know of any firm or organisation 
prepared to underwrite, let alone pay for, any portion of the production costs, please contact either 
the Secretary of the Burns Federation or Mr. Mackay direct, as soon as possible. 

It is, perhaps, worth noting that the Scottish Arts Council turned down a request by the Federation 
for a grant towards the costs of publishing the Complete Letters in 1989 on the grounds that (a) a 
satisfactory edition of the Letters, by Oxford University Press, already existed and (b) the Burns 
Federation was surely capable of funding its own publications. In this case, there is no comparable, 
complete concordance of the works of Burns, nor is any likely to be undertaken by any academic 
body. 

Fraternal Greetings from 
Greenock Burns Club 

It seems nae time sin' we hae penn'd 
Oor greetin's lea\ tac ilka friend, 
But noo oor warmest wish we send 
That ye may fin' 
Frae Janwar snell tae this year's end 
That fate be kin'! 

Man's no sae black as he is pentit, 
Wha whales' demise hae fain preventit 
Who potions for the sealch inventit, 
Wha'd save the earth 
Frae ills whilk mankind's ploys dementit 
Hae erst gi'en birth. 

But lest ye vaunt, tak tent my dear, 
You're no the first it wad appear 
Tae lo'c the gowans, wuds or hare' 
Oor thocht noo turns, 
This Janwar day, tae Nature's fiere -
Oor Robert Burns. 

But tho' ecologists be blest, 
Yin hope had Rab abune the rest, 
We'd lo'e oor fellow-man the best, 
Whaur e'er he bide; 
Tae Rab oor glesses raise wi' zest, 
This Janwar-tide. 

Mabel A. Irving, M.A. (Bard) 
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Schools Competitions Report - 1989 
The Schools Competitions continue to flourish, although this session there was a drop of 39 in the 
number of participating schools. This can probably be explained in part at least by the continuing 
decline of school rolls, Staff changes and also by the industrial action taken by Post Office workers 
last September. Fortunately the printers had made delivery of the schedules in time for 1 st 
September and these were despatched at once to the various Regions, but it would appear that in 
certain areas distribution problems then arose. Some evidence of this is to be found in an abnormally 
high flood of late applications being received. 

The Burns Federation Executive wishes to acknowledge the invaluable assistance given by the 
Education Authorities and by Head Teachers and Staff, without whose willing co-operation it would 
be extremely difficult to administer the Schools Competitions. 

Statistics 

Recitation 
Scottish Literature (Written) 
Singing 
Accompanying 
Scottish Music (Instrumental) 
Individual Project Work 
Total No. of Competitors 
No. of Schools 
No. of Merit Certificates 

No. of Competitors 

83,254 
7,736 

19,221 
408 

2,631 
5,062 

118,312 
674 

12,349 

The numbers competing in the various Sections follow the usual pattern, the exception being 
Instrumental Music, where there was a significant drop. 

Esso Petroleum Company 
The Burns Federation owes a debt of gratitude to the Esso Petroleum Company for the very 

generous donation of one thousand, five hundred pounds handed over at the Burns Centre, 
Dumfries on 29th October, 1988 by Mr. Murdo Morrison, Public Relations Manager. This 
continuing sponsorship of the Schools Competitions is greatly appreciated. 

Art Competition 
Subject for Primary Schools: "An interesting scene, building, trade or occupation in Scotland, 

past or present" or "A Daring Rescue". 
There was a healthy response from Primary schools, although the number of individual entries 

dropped considerably, possibly for economic reasons, only a small number of the best class paintings 
being sent in for adjudication. Sadly no entries were received from Secondary departments, despite 
the fine ones submitted last year. 

The Primary entries fully maintained the high standard of previous years, several of them being 
singularly attractive and displaying a maturity and sureness of touch quite remarkable in young 
children. 

The marked variety in the topics chosen by individual pupils may be observed from the following 
selection of titles: 

Edinburgh Castle 
Braemar Castle 
Stirling Castle 
Linlithgow Palace 
Castle Life 
The Old Black Croft House 
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Old parish Church, Peebles 
Sorn Kirk 
Old Kirk Cathedral 
Glasgow Cathedral in 13th Century 
A Scottish Mine in the 18th Century 
The Cloch Lighthouse 

Shipwrecked 
Tobacco Lords in Glasgow 
Bringing in the Catch 
The Village Dance 
The Fishwife 
The Dyker 



Prize Winners 
lst 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 
Sth 

Commended 

Primary Schools 
Paul McRoberts 
Derek Farquhar 
Angela Flaherty 
Gavin Currie 
Colin Din 

Graham Blackie 
Craig Herdman 
Douglas Lindsay 
Scott McKay 
Craig Shaw 

Glen burn P.S., Prestwick 
Longhaugh P.S. , Dundee 
Geroge Watson 's Jun. S., Edinburgh 
Glenburn P.S., Prestwick 
Longhaugh P.S . , Dundee 

Langlands P.S. , Forfar 
Gardenrose P.S., Maybole 
Haldane P.S., Bal loch 
Law P.S., Law , Lanarkshire 
G lenburn P.S., Prestwick 

No. of Entries: 343 

"TOSHIO NAMBA " Art Trophy : G lenburn P.S ., Prestwick 

Elizabeth Wrench, George Watson's Junior School, Edinburgh. 
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Paul McRoberts, Glenburn Primary School, Prestwick . 

Individual Project Work on Robert Burns 
Prim a ry schools were in vited to se nd in severa l of the ir best indi vidual entri es for adjudica tion in 

an inte r-school competition run on simila r lin es to the Art Compet it ion . and it is gratifying to report 
that 62 entries we re received. All o f these had been we ll researched and great ca re ta ken in their 
prepara tion . A number we re o utstanding quality. showing originality of t rea tment and a most 
attrac ti ve and skil ful presenta tio n. The adjudica ting pane l fo und it a daun ti ng task to se lect the 
winning e ntries. a ltho ugh a most inte resting and rewarding one. 

Prize Winners 
lst 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 

Commended 

E lizabe th Wrench 
Yvo nne Mills 
Allan Versteeg 
Ewin Smith 
A li son Ke ll y 

E la in e Allan 
Shona Clark 
E lcn O gston 
Kathe rine Wight 
Susan Wood 

George Watson 's Jun .S., Edinburgh 
Clarksto n P.S. , A irdrie 
Dean Park P.S . • Sal erno 
Dean Park P. S .. S ale rno 
George Watson 's Jun .S .. Ed inburgh 

Langlands P.S., Forfa r 
Ravenscra ig P.S. , G reenock 
Ke llands P.S . . Tnveruri e 
George Watson's JunS . . Edinburgh 
Clarksto n P.S. , A irdrie 

No. of Entries: 62 

A lex B . Mci ve r Memori a l Rose-Bowl : George W atson's Jun . School, Edinburgh 
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National Burns Competition - 1988 
The National Burns Competition, sponsored by the Esso Petroleum Company U.K., Ltd. and 

hosted by the Howff Burns Club, Dumfries was held in St. Joseph's College. Dumfries on Saturday, 
28th May, 1988. Five Federation Districts took part, Ayrshire, Edinburgh, Renfrewshire. Souther 
Scottish Counties and Tayside. 

This was a very successful competition with a display of talent of a high order matched with an 
infectious enthusiasm. The audience loved it, and all credit is due to Mrs. Peggy Thomson and her 
sub-committee of dedicated fellow-workers for scoring another triumph. 

Prize Winners 
Recitation 

Singing 

Instrumental 

Primary 4/5 I st Peter Harris Renfrewshire 
2nd Francesca Ottoline Tayside 

Primary 6/7 lst Gavin Armstrong Ayrshire 
2nd Katherine Beattie Tayside 

Primary 4/5 I st Aileen McLaren Edinburgh 
2nd Laura Beaton Renfrewshire 

Primary 6/7 lst David Morran Tayside 
2nd Pauline Allinwinkle Edinburgh 

Primary 4/5 lst Katherine McDivitt Renfrewshire 
2nd Laura Polland Southern Scottish 

Counties 

Primary 6/7 lst Fiona May McPhee Renfrewshire 
2nd Mark Longair Edinburgh 

McLAUGHLAN TROPHY: Tic: TAYSIDE & AYRSHIRE 

DUNDEE TROPHY (INSTRUMENT AL) : RENFREWSHIRF 

A great deal of effective and rewarding field-work has been carried out this session by various 
Burns Clubs and Associations in the vitally important task of ensuring that our young people have 
a proper appreciation of the richness of their Scottish heritage. Most encouraging reports have been 
received detailing the activities in which they have been engaged and voicing their satisfaction at 
seeing their efforts bear fruit. The following deserve praise for their good work: 
Airdrie Burns Club, A' the Airts Burns Club, Stonehouse, Alloway Burns Club, Ayr Burns Club, 
Balerno Burns Club, Bowhill People's Burns Club, Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club, Bonnie Jean 
Burns Club, Motherwell, Edinburgh District Burns Club Association, Howff Burns Club, 
Kilmarnock, Larkhall Burns Club, Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs, Lochee Burns Club, 
Perth Burns Club, Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs, Renfrewshire Association of Burns Clubs. 
Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association, Ayrshire Junior Writers Society. 

In conclusion I should like to record my appreciation of the help, useful suggestions and 
encouragement received from the President, the Hon. Secretary, the Assistant Hon. Secretary and 
the enthusiastic member of the Schools Competitions Committee. 

JAMES GLASS 
Hon Secretary, Schools Competitions 
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Burns Memorials Up-Date 
By some strange oversight I omitted mention of the statue of Burns which stands at the east end of 
Bernard Street. Leith. This was unveiled on 13th October 1898 by R. C. Munro-Ferguson M.P. for 
Leith. The nine-foot bronze statue is by D. W. Stevenson and the pedestal is embellished by four 
bronze panels illustrating the Cotter's Saturday Night , Death and Doctor Hornbook, Hallowe'en 
and a scene representing 

When Vulcan gi 'es his bellows breath 
An ' ploughmen gather wi their graith. 

My apologies to all those in Leith and Edinburgh who wrote to point out this omission. 
In March this year I visited Dunedin , the Edinburgh of the South Pacific. I was horrified to 

discover that the Octagon is in the throes of redevelopment. Many of the trees have been felled 
and the entire site is a muddy wasteland. Sir John Steell's seated statue of the Bard is currently 
surrounded by fencing and the portacabins of the construction crew working on the pedestrianisation 
of the City centre. I have been assured , however, that when the work is complete Rabbie will be 
once again the truly focal point of the City . In recent years the statue had been heavily obscured 
by trees. Interestingly , in the public library nearby I came across an engraving of a panoramic bird's 
eye view of Dunedin a century ago, and it then shows how dramatically this statue dominated the 
City, not only at the Octagon from which all the main thoroughfares radiate , but also at the top of 
the road stretching straight down to the seafront. 

The same library possesses yet another Burns memorial. This is a statuette in parian ware by 
Copeland, dated 1882. It is an exact replica of Sir John Steell 's statue and it may be seen on the 
first floor of the public library , in the Arts section. A gilt plaque on the statuette indicates that it 
was presented by William Barker McEwan, President of Dunedin Burns Club (1911-18) and City 
Librarian (1908-33). 

A bronze plaque may be seen on the site of Groom's Tavern in the High Street, Perth, 
commemorating the visit of Robert Burns to Perth in 1787. 

J.A .M. 
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Burns Into Gaelic 
By R. Peel 

As we know, Burns has been translated into all the major languages (including English) and today 
the name of Toshio Namba of Japan is as familiar to Burnsians as was Samuel Marshak of Russia 
a generation ago. 

But what of Burns and the Ancient Tongue, which it could be argued is the real national language 
of Scotland? There are no recent translations for the benefit of the Gael.* Nor perhaps need there 
be since there are no longer monoglot speakers in the Highlands (except a few under 5 year olds), 
and the total number of Gaelic speakers today is only around 80,000 (1981 Census). 

It was quite different in Burns's day of course when Gaelic was still spoken over the greater area 
of Scotland. The poet in his Highland tour delighted in Gaelic music and song, and declared on his 
return that it was "perfectly inspiring" and he hoped he had "laid in a good stock of new poetical 
ideas from it". 

He certainly made full use of Gaelic airs and no doubt many of the tunes which circulated in the 
Lowlands were of Highland origin. In his notes to Johnson's Musical Museum he wrote of one song 
('Donald and Flora') that it was one of those "fine Gaelic tunes, preserved from time immemorial 
in the Hebrides; they seem to be the groundwork of many of our finest Scots pastoral tunes". Scott 
Douglas, incidentally, added a footnote in his edition to the effect that the reverse was true, and it 
was lowland tunes which travelled north to become Gaelic melodies. 

But what of the present? The notion Burns has been published in Gaelic will be confirmed by a 
visit to Alloway's "Lando' Burns Centre". One of the slides in the Audio Visual display is a stanza 
in Gaelic, of 'O, my luve is like a Red, Red Rose'. Poetry in translation is never really satisfying 
if it can be read in the original, but it does have its interest. The problems of translation are of 
course enormous - to balance the meaning of the original against its rhythm; whether or not to 
adhere to line length; whether to use rhyme and whether to maintain dialect etc. 

Bibliophiles (or indeed bibliomaniacs) will not often finad Gaelic versions of Burns appearing in 
out-of-print or antiquarian book lists, but one such title is 'Songs and Poems of Robert Burns 
Translated into Scottish Gaelic' by Charles MacPhater, published by M'Laren, Glasgow. My copy 
is not dated, but is c1910. This edition may have had reasonable sales since in the early part of the 
century the number of Gaelic speakers in Scotland exceeded 200,000 of whom 28,00C spoke Gaelic 
only. 

So what does Burns look like in Gaelic? The title for example is 'Dain, is Luinneagan, Robert 
Burns, eadar-theangaichte do'n Ghaidhlig, Albannach'. What of some of the best-loved portions'? 
Readers should be able to recognise this stanza from the last line; 

c 

'N cruach thruish thu de bhunach bileach 
Chum thu cagnadh mar an dunach! 
Le d'uile dhragh, tha taomt' a mach, 

'S an droch uair, 
A dh'fhuiling nimh 'nam frasan sneachd 

Is crannreuch fuar. 

From the same poem is the stanza concerning the best laid schemes of mice and men. 
'S lionmhor iad a luchag faoin, 
Tha 'n toirt fainear dol pramh is cl a on; 
'S tric theid run ta in luchaidh 's daoin 

'M mi-dhan a thaoibh, 
Gun againn sian ach dragh is pian' 

An aite aoibh. 
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The opening lines of" Auld Lang Syne" become: 
'N coir di-chuimhn ' bhi air cairdeas chaomh 

'Ga thoirt air chuimhn' gu dian? 
'N coir di-chuimhn' bhi air cairdeas chaomh 

'S na laithean bh 'ann 0 chain? 

And here are the concluding lines of 'Is There for Honest Poverty '; 
Airson sin, 's airson sin, 

Thig e gu 'n dud airson sin; 
Gu'm bi gach neach 'sa chruinne-ce, 

'N daimh braithre caomh airson sin. 

Some of the pieces do translate surprisingly well and we should all be able to enjoy 'My Heart's 
in the Highlands'; 

Tha mo chridh' s a Ghaidhealtachd , cha'n eil e 'n so; 
Tha mo chridh' s a Ghaidhealtachd leantuin a bhoc-ruaidh , 
A sealgearachd na feidh thar monadh is frith. 
Tha mo chridh' anns a Ghaidhealtachd ge b'e ait am bi. 

Most Burnsi ans will agree that the works of the bard are not for struggling learners (myself 
included) of this ancient and beautiful language. Gaelic is certainly the oldest surviving language in 
Scotland , and heretical though it may be I have always questioned whether Lowland Scottish is a 
separate language anyway. Much of it is too similar to the dialect of northern England for one thing. 
Then there is the simplistic division of Anglo-Saxon into the four groups of Mercian, West Saxon, 
Kentish and Northumbrian (which encompassed the Lothians) - to say nothing of the Lowland 
tongue once called Inglis. Burns was right to state that his poems were in the Scottish Dialect. He 
may have been more accurate , however , to have used as a title " Poems Chiefly in Scottish English". 
Areas such as East Anglia , Sussex and even Cockney also have dialects of honourable pedigree 
which are worthy of academic study. 

Whether in agreement or not, all of us should feel ashamed if we support any aspect of Highland 
culture - kilt , bagpipes , whisky , tartan , Highland games etc ., but do not give active encouragement 
to that :riost distinctive of all national identities, a separate language. Dr. Johnson was right when 
he sa id " languages are the pedigree of nations ': . 

*In fact. the Rev. Ro<lerick Macdonald (Ruairidh Eile of The Stornoway Gazelle) has al ready translated over 90 of Burns's poems 
and it is hoped that event uall y the entire canon will be available in Gaelic. Dr. Rode rick Macleod o f Cruisgea n Publishing is handling 

the publiccition of this important work . For excellent samples readers should consult Leth-cheud Rfiadhna (Gairm Publications. 1978) 

which contai ns Do'n Mhuraig (To A Haggis) and T6mas Shian-Tir (T<1m o' Shct nte r) . Editor. 

Dumfries in the I 790's. 
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James Gray 
Schoolmaster and Chaplain 

By James L. Hempstead 

In November 1791 Robert Burns and his family moved from Ellisland Farm to a first floor flat at 
the foot of the Stinking Venne! in Dumfries. Young Robert was then five years of age and showing 
early promise of becoming an excellent scholar. Burns had done his best to teach him at home, but 
the move into the town had made it possible for the boy to receive a formal education. Dumfries, 
at that time, was well endowed with schools. Three had been established for the teaching of English; 
one for arithmetic, book-keeping and mathematics; and one for writing. The grammar school, which 
was the school in the town, taught Latin and mathematics and had a roll of about one hundred 
pupils. The Latin master was, ipso facto rector and had a salary of £20 per annum. He also had a 
dwelling house assigned to him, a privilege which no other master enjoyed. In addition to his salary 
he received a fee of five shillings per quarter from children of those other than burgesses. whose 
children were taught free of charge. He also received "an offering" from all pupils at Candlemas 
each year. 1 

It is not known which school young Robert first attended. Burns mentions him in a letter to Mrs. 
Dunlop, dated September 1792 as "indeed the mildest. gentlest creature I ever saw. He has the 
most surprising memory and is quite the pride of his schoolmaster. .. It would appear. however. that 
Burns was anxious for Robert and his younger brothers to attend Dumfries Grammar School. In 
March, 1793, we find him petitioning the Provost. Bailies and Town Council in the following terms: 

The literary taste and liberal spirit of your good town has so ably filled the various 
departments of your schools, as to make it a very great object for a Parent to have his children 
educated in them. - Still, to me a Stranger, with my large family and very stinted income, to 
give my young ones that education I wish. at the High School - fees which a Stranger pays, 
will bear hard upon me. 

Some years ago your Town did me the honour of making me an Honorary Burgess. - Will 
your Honours allow me to request that this mark of distinction may extend so far, as to put 
me on a footing of a real Freeman of the Town, in the Schools'1 

His request for free schooling was readily granted. and sometime in 1793, young Robert took his 
place as a pupil of the Grammar School, which stood on the Greensands, adjacent to Buccleuch 
Street, (it was demolished about 1804 to make way for a new bridge over the Nith). 'The granting 
of this concession to Burns seems to suggest that he still enjoyed the respect of his fellow citizens, 
and that his social standing in the town had not been affected by the accusation ·of political heresy 
made four months previously. 

On 13th May 1794 a notice appeared in the Dumfries Weekly Journal that "this day Mr. James 
Gray was admitted Rector of the Grammar School of Dumfries, in the room of Mr. James Wait, 
who has resigned." 

James Gray was very much the Scottish "lad o' pairts''. He was born at Duns. Berwickshire in 
1770. His father was a shoemaker and an elder in the local Antiburgher Church. Young James 
became an apprentice to his father, but had an obvious bent for learning and a desire to improve 
his position in life. Before entering the trade of shoemaker he had acquired a knowledge of the 
classics under the parochial schoolmaster, William Cruickshank, whose nephew of the same name, 
was Latin master of the High School in Edinburgh and a close friend of Burns. Young James was 
keen to acquire a liberal education and spent his leisure time in study. Even when he was twenty 
years of age he was to be found each day during his dinner hour attending the local grammar school. 
which was then under its efficient teacher Mr. James White. A Mr. James Cleghorn, who was a 
pupil in the school at the time, has left this early description of Gray: 

Among the earlier things I can remember was the appearance of James Gray in the school, 
with a leather apron rolled up round his waist. He came in amidst all our staring and took a 
scat by himself, not belonging to any class; turned up his books. and in a few moments after 
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was upon the floor repeating some Latin authors to our master, which he did always easily 
and without interruption, and I. therefore suppose quite well. Indeed it was the opinion of 
us all that he was a better scholar than White himself. When the task was over he left the 
school, and returned at the same hour to perform the same par the day following. 

About 1790 he gave up the trade of shoemaker to become usher or ssistant to Mr. White. 3 It 
must have been a courageous step to take as the job was poorly paid, and this seems to indicate 
that he was determined to pursue an academic career. His decision was justified in 1794, when he 
was appointed rector of Dumfries Grammar School. The fact that he was then only twenty-four 
years of age suggests that his reputation as a teacher had extended beyond the little town of Duns. 

Gray's appointment brought young Robert Burns under his charge and led to a friendship with 
the poet. Over the two years remaining until Burns's untimely death in 1796 they met regularly, 
and it is not surprising that his literary tastes recommended him to the poet. They also rubbed 
shoulders in the Royal Dumfries Volunteers. formed in January 1795, as a defence against a possible 
French invasion. Both enlisted in the corps at its first meeting. Gray proved a loyal friend, and after 
Burns's death, he defended he character and reputation of the poet against the calumnies contained 
in the early biographies and critical reviews. 

He was not long in the post of rector when young Robert's ability came to his notice. Writing to 
Gilbert Burns many years later he said: 

This boy attended the grammar school of Dumfries, and soon attracted my notice by the 
strength of his talent and the ardour of his ambition. Before he had been a year at schoool, 
I thought it right to advance him a form, and he began to read Caesar, and gave me 
translations of that author of such beauty as I confessed surprised me. On enquiry I found 
that his father made him turn over his dictionary till he was able to translate to him the 
passages in such a way as he could gather the author's meaning, and that it was to him he 
owed that polished and forcible English with which I was so greatly struck. 

As rector, Gray was able to observe and appreciate the help and direction Burns gave to his 
children in their studies. In the same letter to Gilbert Burns he wrote: 

He was a kind and attentive father, and took great delight in spending his evenings in the 
cultivation of the minds of his children. Their education was the grand object of his life, and 
he did not, like most parents, think it sufficient to send them to public schools; he was their 
private instructor, and, even at that early age, bestowed great pains in training their minds 
in habits of thought and reflection, and in keeping them pure from every form of vice. This 
he considered as a sacred duty, and never, to the period of his last illness, relaxed in his 
diligence. With his eldest son, a boy of not more than nine years of age, he had read many 
of the favourite pqets, and some of the best historians in our language; and, what is more 
remarkable, gave him considerable aid in the study of Latin. 4 

Gray served with much success as rector of the Grammar School until 2nd September 1801, when 
he was appointed one of the masters of the Royal High School of Edinburgh. The school had an 
acknowledged reputation for learning, although it was also notorious for its severity and harshness. 
Lord Cockburn, who commenced there as a pupil in 1787, recalls in Memorials of His Time, that 
"out of the whole four years of my attendance, there was probably not ten days in which I was not 
flogged at least once." Flogging was considered an indispensable concomitant to learning in those 
days. 

Benjamin Mackay, who at a later period became one of the classics masters, visited the High 
School in 1803, and left an account of his visit. Of James Gray he wrote: 
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He had then a large class, which appeared in admirable order. When we entered he was 
standing on the floor with his back to us, teaching with extraordinary energy and enthusiasm, 
his questions being put with great rapidity, force. and precision, and answered in the same 
style. The pupils had evidently imbibed much of the spirit and manner of their master. He 
seemed anxious not only to make his pupils good scholars, but to fill their minds with great 
ideas. He was an exceedingly warm-hearted, benevolent, and enthusiastic man. Though not 
robust, he had a wiry active frame, jet black hair, and keen black eyes. There was something 
like the inspiration of genius in everything he said and did. 5 



One of Gray's pupils recalled many years later his impressions of the schoolmaster: 
... he was a curious compound, and if I was noting down my impression of him I could not 
fail to mark my sense of his high-toned and chivalrous honour, his abhorrence of what was 
base and mean, his kind-heartedness (so often conjoined with irascibility) and his power of 
attaching his pupils to him. 6 

We are grateful for those pen pictures, which give us an insight to Gray's appearance, character 
and ability as a schoolmaster. His apparent irascibility seems to have been more than compensated 
by his other virtues, and perhaps the most significant testimony is the esteem in which he was held 
by his pupils. 

During his residence in Edinburgh his home became a rendezvous for the literati, among whom 
was James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd. Gray is credited with giving Hogg generous support in his 
early struggles to establish himself as a man of letters. When Hogg came to write "The Queen's 
Wake", Gray was included. The poem is written in the style of the old Scottish ballads, and consists 
mainly of a series of metrical tales. Seventeen bards of Scotland are represented as contending for 
prizes before Mary Queens of Scots and her court at Holyrood. Gray is introduced as the fifteenth 
bard: 

The next was bred on southern shore, 
Beneath the mists of Lammermoor; 
And long, by Nith and crystal Tweed, 
Had taught the Border youth to read. 
The strains of Greece, the bard of Troy, 
Were all his theme and all his joy, 
Well toned his voice of wars to sing; 
His hair was dark as raven's wing; 
The eye an intellectual lance; 
No heart could bear its searching glance; 
But every bard to him was dear; 
His heart was kind, his soul sincere. 7 

When Hogg founded and edited the literary weekly journal, called The Spy, Gray and his wife 
gave him their support. In his memoir Hogg writes, "I began it without asking, or knowing of any 
assistance; but when Mr. and Mrs. Gray saw it was on foot, they interested themselves in it with 
all their power, and wrote a number of essays for it." The journal lasted for just one year. It is 
interesting to note that the stirring Border song, "Lock the door, Larriston" first appeared in The 
Spy and found its way into the London papers, Gray being credited as the author. The error was 
corrected later by Hogg. 

Both belonged to a group of very able young, men, which included John Gibson Lockhart and 
John Wilson ("Christopher North"). All were regular contributors to Blackwood's Magazine, and 
together they concocted the anonymously published Translations from an Ancient Cha!dee 
Manuscript, which, in effect, was a vicious attack, in biblical language, on the Edinburgh Review 
and the Whig establishment. 8 

It was almost inevitable that Gray should become acquanited with Clarinda (Mrs. Agnes 
McLehose) during his stay in the capital. Although she and Burns parted for the last time in 
December 1791, we know from the journal, that for the remainder of her long life, she cherished 
fondest memories of the poet. No doubt she would be eager to meet and talk with someone who 
had been closely associated with Burns during the last years of his life in Dumfries. There are several 
references in her journal to her great desire to meet Burns in Heaven. The hope of eternal bliss 
found expression in the last verse of a poem which she sent to James Gray, in response to his request 
for a copy of her poem, "Lines on a Linnet": 

Philosophers deem Life's joys all a dream: 
But I ne'er heard its woes were eternal. 
Bliss eternal above, we all hope to prove; 
Leave the others to regions infernal. " 

Gray's most important role in the Burns story, however, is undoubtedly the letter which he wrote 
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for Alexander Peterkin in defence of Burns's character. It was included in a Review of the Life of 
Robert Burns, and Various Criticisms on his Character and Writing, written by Peterkin and 
published in 1815. Also included was a testimony by Alexander Findlater, Supervisor of Excise in 
Dumfries and Burns's immediate superior. Both men had been closely associated with the poet 
during his latter days in Dumfries. It is to their eternal credit that they were the first to challenge 
the legend, started by Heron, Currie and early reviewers that Burns drank himself into an early 
grave. 

In the opening paragraph of his letter, Gray deplores the fact that those critics who had denigrated 
Burns had done so purely on second hand reports. He said: 

The truth is that not one of the periodical writers who have thought fit to pronounce 
judgement in so decisive a tone, on the moral conduct of the Poet, had the means of forming 
a fair estimate of his character. They had heard certain reports injurious to his reputation, 
and they received them without examination as established facts. It is besides to be lamented, 
that the most respectable of his biographers (Dr. Currie) has in some cases suffered himself 
to be misled by the slanderous tales of malice or party spirit. 

After paying tribute to Dr. Currie for the generous service which he rendered to Burns's widow, 
Jean, and the family (approximately £1200 was raised for their benefit from the publication of the 
works) Gray makes his purpose clear: 

I love Dr. Currie, but I love the fame of Burns more; and no authority, how respectable 
soever, shall deter me from a bold declaration of the truth. 

The poet of the Cotter's Saturday Night, who felt all the charms of the humble piety and 
virtue, which he had so delightfully sung, is here charged with vices which would reduce him 
to a level with the most degraded of his species. "He is a habitual drunkard - he spends his 
time in society of the lowest kind - he is the sport of uncontrolled passions - he is polluted 
by contamination, over which delicacy and humanity draw a veil" On each of these charges, 
I shall hazard a few remarks; and as I knew him during that period of his life, emphatically 
denominated his evil days, I am enabled to speak from my own observation: It is not my 
intention to extenuate his errors, because they were combined with his genius; on that 
account they are only the more dangerous, becauce the more seductive, and deserve the more 
severe reprehension; but I shall likewise claim, that nothing may be set down in malice against 
him. 

Gray also points out, in the following paragraph, that if Burns had been continually besotted with 
drink, as some of his critics have stated, he could not have produced the large number of song lyrics 
during the closing years of his life; nor could he have supervised the education of his children as 
has already been noted: 

Not many days passed during his stay in Dumfries, in which he did not compose some piece 
of poetry, or some song, destined to delight the imagination, and soften the heart for ages 
to come. It was during the last years of his life that he erected the most lasting monument 
of his genius, by composing those numberless lyrical effusions that enrich Mr. Thomson's 
collection; which, for simplicity, pathos, truth to nature, and a fine adaptation to the heart
stirring melodies of our native land, are unrivalled in any language. It came under my own 
view professionally, that he superintended the education of his children with a degree of care 
that I have never seen surpassed by any parent in any rank of life whatever. In the bosom 
of his family, he spent many a delightful hour in directing the studies of his eldest son, a boy 
of uncommon talents. I have frequently found him explaining to this youth, then not more 
than nine years of age, the English poets, from Shakespear to Gray, or storing his mind with 
examples of heroic virtue, as they live ih the pages of our most celebrated English historians. 
I would ask any person of common candour, if employments like these are consistent with 
habitual drunkenness? 

In 1816, publishers Cadell and Davies wished to publish a new and improved eighth edition of 
Currie's work, and invited Gilbert Burns to edit it. He was expected to furnish a considerable 
amount of new biographical material and also some hitherto unpublished poems and letters. Gilbert 
accepted the assignment and named his fee at £500- £250 for the eighth edition, and another £250 
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if sales should warrant a second printing. It is reported that the figure of £500 was fixed on the 
instigation of James Gray, 10 as Gilbert confessed that the terms were such as he "could scarcely 
muster impudence enough to name". While Cadell and Davies agreed to the figure. they considered 
Gilbert's terms as "certainly a good deal higher than we calculated". 11 

Gilbert soon found himself in an unenviable position. He knew that he had little that was new or 
important to add to the canon, and although he was anxious to clear his brother's name. he was 
warned by Cadell and Davies that he must not write anything which would discredit Dr. Currie's 
portrait of the poet. In his dilemma he approached William Wordsworth. through James Gray, for 
his advice as to how he should deal with Currie's Life. Wordsworth issued a pamphlet in the form 
of a Letter to a Friend of Robert Burns (Gray), in which he conveyed to Gilbert his "notions upon 
the best mode of conducting a defence of his injured brother's reputation". 

In a letter which Gilbert wrote to George Thomson on 25th June 1816, he said. "I am very much 
pleased with Mr. Wordsworth's letter to Mr. Gray ... I do not doubt that what Mr. Wordsworth 
proposes in regard to the publ_ication of my brother's work might have a good effect. but it would 
require so much arrangement and so much writing on my part as I think I cannt go through with 
it." Gilbert chose to let the Life of the poet by Dr. Currie reappear without alteration, but attempted 
a brief appendix to correct some of the misrepresentations contained in it. The appendix was duly 
submitted to the late Dr. Currie's friend, William Roscoe, who appears to have been the literary 
arbiter, and following upon Roscoe's reply, the appendix was altered by timid Gilbert "so as to 
make as little allusion to Dr. Currie's work as a sense of my duty to my brother's memory will 
allow." 12 

Gilbert's sense of duty to his brother's memory at least allowed him to include in his appendix 
letters from Alexander Findlater and James Gray. Their testimonies in Peterkin's edition had 
convinced him that Dr. Currie had done injustice to the poet's memory. Gray recast his original 
letter for Gilbert, two passages of which have already been quoted. It is interesting to note that he 
also submitted his letter to Roscoe, and in his accompanying note he reiterated his determination 
to do everything in his power to restore Burns's maligned reputation. The following passage is worth 
quoting: 

What I have written has been from ny own observatior.s. and whether my efforts shall be 
successful or not in clearing away the moral darkness with which his reputation has been 
obscured, I shall at least have the consolation that I have done my utmost to restore to him 
that good name of which he has been so cruelly and. in my opinion, so unjustly robbed. For 
twenty years I have heard calumny added to calumny, and in a number of periodical works, 
some of them of great authority, have seen pictures drawn, in which I shollld never have 
recognised Robert Burns. I have conversed on the subject with many of his most intimate 
friends, and am happy to say that their opinions coincide with mine. I have been necessarily 
led to censure one or two passages in Dr. Currie's valuable and ingenious work, as I consider 
them the source and authority of the numerous anonymous slanders and misrepresentations 
that have since appeared. 13 

' 

Bearing in mind that the above passage was written by one who knew Burns intimately, it is 
perhaps the most damning indictment of the baleful influence of Currie. 

In 1820, James Pillans, rector of the High School. was appointed to the Chair of Humanity in the 
University of Edinburgh, and James Gray, who was then senior master. became a candidate for the 
vacancy. He was passed over, however, in favour of a Mr Carson, one of his colleagues, and seems 
to have expressed keen disappointment at the decision. By way of compensation he was appointed 
sole teacher of Greek, but this arrangement did not work so well as anticipated, probably due to 
the opposition of the other masters, and after a year's trial was rescinded. The school reverted to 
its former practice, whereby each master was allowed to teach Greek, and Gra·y was granted an 
annuity of £100 per annum in lieu of the privilege. 1• 

Edinburgh Town Council was the patron of the High School and it may well be that Gray was 
rejected because he had incurred the wrath of some of the councillors by his anti-Whig views, 
expressed with such partisan fervour in the Cha/dee Manuscript. Its attack on the Edinburgh Review 
and the Whig establishment shocked and outraged literate Edinburgh. and Gray may have made 
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some enemies in the process. 
Whatever the reason for him not being appointed rector, it would appear that in the period 

following, Gray was unhappy and unsettled, and in December 1822 he secured the appointment of 
Principal of Belfast Academy. Apparently the post did not fulfil his expectations as he remained in 
it for just one year. 15 Although he had been brought up among Presbyterian dissenters, it is reported 
that at an early period in his life, he had considered qualifying as a minister of the Church of 
Scotland. On 21st December 1823 his earlier inclination became a reality when he was ordained 
into the Irish Episcopal Church by the Bishop of Down and Connor. Within three years he left 
Ireland to become a chaplain in the service of the East India Company, stationed at Bhuj in Kutch, 
on the north west coast of India. 

His manner of living in India was in complete contrast to the busy life he had led in Edinburgh. 
In a letter to an Edinburgh friend, he wrote: 

My life is as retired and uniform as possible. The greatest part of my day is spent in absolute 
solitude. Never was there such a contrast in two periods of the history of any individual as 
in my present and my Edinburgh life. I who lived so many years in the whirlwind of human 
beings. now see few people but my own native servants gliding into my apartments with 
noiseless steps. 

Over and above his duties as military chaplain, Gray studied Hindustani and Kutchee in order to 
converse with the natives. The Kutchee language was said to be a dialect of the Sanscrit, with a 
mixture of Sindy and Guzerattee. Because it was oral and not a written language, many regarded 
it as a patois. Gray. however, set himself the difficult tast of compiling a vocabulary and grammar. 
When he achieved this he began a translation of the four gospels into written Kutchee. He 
voluntarily undertook the education of the young King of Kutch, which previously had been entirely 
neglected. In the same letter to this Edinburgh friend, he wrote: 

My present employment, after the discharge of my duties as military chaplain, have, as their 
object. the improvement of the natives of this country morally and religiously. I have deserted 
the elegant and the polished languages of Greece and Rome for the barbarous languages of 
India. I have submitted to the drudgery of learning two of these languages; and to this no 
motive could have induced me but the desire of giving to the idolaters of India the Scriptures 
in their own language. In this work of translating I have made some progress, and hope in 
no long time to print a complete version of the New Testament. I am engaged in other 
interesting employments, of which the chief is the education of the young King of Kutch. He 
is a fine young man of about fifteen years of age, modest, unassuming, and a most kindly 
heart. In the language of Court flattery he is already represented as a prodigy of learning, 
yet he has too much good sense to be puffed up by this, and no one is more sensible of his 
defiencies nor more desirous of correcting them. He has already made some progress in the 
knowledge of the English language, and Geography and Astronomy. I shall be able, I have 
no doubt, to make him one of the most learned kings that ever were in India, as he promises 
to be one of the most humane. 1" 

It was while engaged in translating the gospels into Kutchee, that James Gray died on 25th 
September 1830. Many tributes were paid to him. The Governor of Bombay declared that his death 
was a "public loss" and was also quoted as saying that "he was ashamed to think that none of the 
c,haplains, from ignorance of the native language, could occupy his place, and that his zeal in the 
cultivation of the native literature was most exemplary." The young King of Kutch spoke with great 
respect and affection of his former tutor, and erected a handsome monument to his memory in 
Bhuj. 17 

Gray was an accomplished classicist in an age which placed great emphasis on the teaching of 
Latin and Greek. He contributed some excellent essays on the Greek tragedians to the first volume 
of Blackwood's Magazine. He published a Greek Vocabulary and a volume entitled Selecta Latine, 
ex Historicis Philosophis, et Criticis, the object of which was to provide a more extensive and select 
course of prose reading for senior pupils. It was accompanied by explanatory notes and a general 
index of biography, geography and antiquities. In 1816 he published Cona, or the Vale of Clwyd 
and other Poems, and this was followed in 1823 by Sabbath among the Mountains, which ran to 
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The High School of Edinburgh at the beginning of the 19th century. 

three editions. 1" It originated from a visit to the Rev . Robert Story at Rosneath in Dunbartonshire , 
where he met the Rev . Dr. Thomas Chalmers, who was to lead the seceding ministers out of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland at the Disruption in 1843. In the poem he describes 
with much feeling and power, "The happy recollections of a day of rest spent in their society , with 
all its lovely accompaniments of mountain scenery , rustic worship , and the habits of peasants , whose 
lot has been so remotely cast from a tumultous world". The poem contains the following lines on 
the Rev. Robert Story: 

The Pastor of that people was beloved 
In cottage and in hall , where 'er he moved . 
The aged loved him as a favourite son. 
The young a brother - all a faithful one. 
Of manners simple and devoid of guile 
Evan infants bightened to his kindly smile; 
Of active fancy , and of judgement clear 
Of life unspotted , and of truth sincere. 19 

James Gray was twice married. His first wife, whom he married about 1795, was Mary Phillips, 
eldest daughter of Peter Phillips , farmer at Longbridgemoor, Annandale. There were five sons and 
three daughters of the marriage. Most of the family appear to have accompanied their father to 
India , as two of the sons entered the service of the East India Company and one became a surgeon 
in India. Of his daughters, two married men serving in the East India Company. It is interesting to 
note that Mary Phillips 's youngest sister, Margaret, married James Hogg the Ettrick Shepherd in 
1820. 20 

Mary Gray died in 1806, shortly after the birth of her last child. Gray remarried in 1809. his 
second wife being Mary Peacock , intimate friend of Clarinda. It was probably through Clarinda that 
they met. In one of his letters to Clarinda, Burns described Mary as "a charming girl and highly 
worthy of the noblest love. " A friend in India said that she had "an amicable disposition. and well 
informed mind, well calculated to be an ornament in any society she moved in , but in India , where 
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talents and pleasing manners are not always to be found, she was invaluable". There were no 
children of the second marriage. Mary died in India sometime before her husband. 21 

No portrait is available of James Gray, although a drawing of him was done during his lifetime. 
When Robert H. Cromek, author of Reliques of Robert Burns, undertook a second tour of Scotland 
in 1809, he was accompanied by the artist, Thomas Stothard, R.A. In a letter which he sent to his 
wife in August, 1809, he said, "We have now the portraits of Mrs. Burns (the mother), Gilbert 
Burns, Lord Woodhouseless, Mrs. Burnett, Mr. Gray of the High School, John Murdoch, Robert 
Burns junior and Neil Gow, the celebrated fiddler". Cromek also mentions a number of scenes 
drawn by Stothard. The tour was financed by Cadell and Davies with the object of publishing an 
illustrated edition of Burns. Following Cromek's death in 1812, however, the plan seems to have 
been abandoned. The only practical result of the tour was the publication in 1814 of twelve scenes, 
engraved by Cromek, from Stothard's drawings. The rest of the portfolio was never published. 

We know from an unpublished manuscript of the life of Robert Cromek, written by his son 
Thomas H. Cromek in 1864, that the drawings were in the possession of Cromek's sister, Ann, who 
refused to hand them over to her nephew, despite repeated requests. The collection was offered for 
sale at Christie's in 1845 and the drawings dispersed. The portraits of James Gray and John Murdoch 
were sold for ten shillings to a purchaser called Hogarth. Their present whereabouts is unknown, 
if indeed they are still extant. 22 It is a great pity that the original project was not fulfilled. The 
portraits of Burns's mother, Gilbert Burns, Robert Burns junior, then a young man of twenty four, 
John Murdoch, and of course, James Gray, would have been an invaluable addition to Burnsiana. 

The whole of James Gray's life was devoted to the service of others - first as schoolmaster and 
latterly as military chaplain. His remox:al to Ireland and ultimately India must have occasioned 
genuine regret among his many friends in Edinburgh. In India he became something of a Christian 
Missionary. He was not content just to carry out his duties as chaplain, but undertook the translation 
of "the barbarous languages of India", as an aid to improving the lot of the natives and educating 
the young King of Kutch. Everything he did in life seems to have been imbued with a sense of high 
moral purpose. Scholarly by nature and an accomplished linguist, he was also blessed, like Robert 
Burns, with compassion for his fellow man. His defence of Burns was one of the first blows struck 
in the struggle to free the poet from the gross misrepresentatins of Currie, Heron and others; a 
struggle that still continues, even today. 
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William Corbet - A Correction 
No sooner had my article on William Corbet appeared in last year's Burns Chronicle, than I was 
handed the following copy of a notice of marriage from my good friend Graham Hopner, Research 
Librarian in Dumbarton Public Library. The extract is from the .Old Parish Register of Bonhill for 
the year 1775: 

July 22nd 
Mr. William Corbet, officer of Excise, and Miss Jean McAdam, both in this parish, came 
this day and intimated their purpose of marriage desiring the same might be regularly 
proclaimed in the Kirk of Bon hill three times next Sa bath day, which was done, were married 
at Glasgow. 

Graham was aware that I was preparing an article on William Corbet and came across the extract 
while researching another subject. It proves that William Corbet and Jean McAdam were married 
in Glasgow in late July 1775, and not on 18th May 1783, as stated in my article. They probably met 
during Corbel's first spell of duty in Dumbarton and Bonhill, from October 1774 to July 1776. 

All previous references to Jean McAdam state that she came from Kirkcudbright. Was it possible 
that she had been born and brought up in Bonhill and not in Kirkcudbright? A search of the Old 
Parish Register for Bonhill, however, failed to reveal any further information. 

Everything Haggis in Hoboken 
or Scots Wha Hae Hae 

That Hero my allegiance earns 
Who boldly speaks of Robert Burns. 
I have an inexpensive hobby -
Simply not to call him Bobbie. 
It's really just as easy as not 
Referring to Sir Wally Scott, 
But many, otherwise resolute, 
When mentioning Burns go coy and cute, 
Scholars hip-deep in Homer and Horace 
Suddenly turn all doch-an-dorris; 
Fine ladies who should pose and purr 
Roll out a half-rolled Highland burr; 
Conventioneers in littered lobby 
Hoist their glasses in praise of Bobbie; 
All, all Burns-happy and Bobbie-loopy, 
They dandle him like a Scotian kewpie. 
I'll brush away like gnats and midges 
Those who quote from Bobbies Southey and Bridges; 
I will not snap my Hopalong gun 
At admirers of Bobbie Stevenson 
(To be Bobbied is no worse, I guess, 
Than being enshrined as R.L.S.); 
I'd even attempt to save from drowning 
Maidens who dream of Bobbie Browning; 
But of Robert Burns I'm a serious fan, 
He wrote like an angel and lived like a man, 
And I yearn to shatter a set of crockery 
On this condescending Bobbie-sockery. 
Well, I'm off, before I break the law, 
To read Tommy Hardy and Bernie Shaw. 

OGDEN NASH 
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Burns at Auction 
A fine copy of Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect, first Edinburgh edition (1787) came up at a 
Christie's auction in Glasgow on 28th October and fetched £5,720. The volume had the correct 
spelling of 'skinking' on page 263, but still retained the misprint 'boxburgh' on page xxvii. The 
volume had the Beugo engraving of the Nasmyth bust and was bound in full red morocco, with a 
gilt decorated spine by Ramage of Edinburgh. 

The chief interest of this book, however, Jay in the holograph Jetter of Burns which had been 
tipped in. This was the first of three letters from Burns to Thomas Sloan (C.L. p576), written about 
April 1791. The one-page letter reads: 

'I am truly sorry, my dear Sir, that my black mare has hurt one of her hind legs so ill that she 
cannot travel, else she should have been at your service. 

'Many thanks for your attention. - I much wish to see you. I called on Captain Riddel today, 
who enquired kindly for you: he is getting better. 

'Excuse this brief epistle from a broken arm. 
R.B. 

P.S. I have recruited my purse since I saw you, and wish you may have a guninea or two if you 
chuse.' 

This letter first appeared at a sale at Sotheby's in November 1891, and was subsequently printed 
in an article published in the Scotsman on 25th November 1893. This was reprinted in the Burns 
Chronicle of 1894. 

Also included in this lot were an account and three other letters regarding Burns's portrait. The 
account is dated 11 th April 1787 and docketed in Burns's handwriting 'Kirkwood's Acct.' It was a 
bill from the engraver James Kirkwood for 36 India paper proofs of the Beugo engraving, which 
cost the poet 12 shillings. Kirkwood added a note to the effect that he would settle with Creech for 
the account, in exchange for three copies of the Poems. 

The three other letters contain unpublished material regarding the authenticity of the various 
portraits of Burns. An autographed letter from D. Bridges Jr. to Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, dated 
16th November 1829, asks Sharpe for his views on 'the recently discovered portrait of your old 
acquaintance Burns'. This was the painting executed by Peter Taylor in 1786, showing Burns seated 
and hatted, with his hand thrust rather self-consciously into his coat in the manner of Napoleon. 

The same letter also asked for authentication of the portrait miniature by Alexander Reid. Sharpe 
was asked to put his name with others who knew the poet personally, including Clarinda, Peter Hill 
(clerk to Creech at the time of pulication of the first Edinburgh edition), Mrs. Hill, Jean Armour 
Burns, Sir Walter Scott and others. 

An autographed letter, unsigned and undated but possibly 1829 from Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, 
running to a page and a quarter, says 'The print of him in the first (Edinburgh) edition of his poems, 
I always thought like - but thinner face than I remember him till death had begun his conquest -
and on this head Dr. James Currie was wrong when he stated his hair to have curled over his 
forehead - whenever I saw him, his hair hung Jank, much as you see in the print'. 

The letter also goes on to give a Jong history of the Reid portrait which Sharpe remembered being 
in the possession of a man named Stott who Jived in Dumfries. Also contained in this Jetter was 
much unrecorded provenance about Reid's portrait, the history of which until now has only been 
conjectural between 1795, when it was executed, and 1885, when 1t was given to the Scottish 
National Gallery. 

The final letter was written by Robert Chambers to Charles Sharpe on 16th January 1851, with 
reference to an enclosed newspaper cutting (now missing) and to Sharpe's father's intimacy with 
Burns. 

The book and assorted manuscript material was purchased by Cooper Hay Rare Books of 
Glasgow. 

J.A.M. 
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The G. Ross Roy Collection 
at South Carolina 

The G. Ross Roy Collection of editions of the works of Robert Burns and Scottish poetry has 
recently been transferred to the Cooper Library of the University of South Carolina by a 
combination of gift and purchase. The collection contains about 6,000 editions of Burns and other 
Scottish poets published from the eighteenth century to modern times, books about these poets, 
pamphlets, chapbooks and printed ephemera. With the acquisition of this material, and taking into 
account the considerable extent of holdings in these areas already in the in the university collection, 
the University of South Carolina now has a collection of printed Burns material matched only by 
collections in Scotland. It is the intention of the university actively to engage in adding to the 
collection. 

The Roy Collection was started by W. Ormiston Roy, the son of Scottish emigrants to Montreal, 
by 1890. A frequent visitor to England and Scotland for several decades, Ormiston Roy was an avid 
book collector, building a considerable collection before his death in 1958. He left it to me, his 
grandson, with the unspoken understanding that I would keep it intact and add to it where possible. 

With teaching duties, a wife and young daughter, it was three years before I was able to make 
my first significant purchase of a Burns item. The collection already contained both a 'skinking' and 
a 'stinking' copy of the 1787 Edinburgh Burns, as well as several other early editions, but there was 
no Kilmarnock edition. I knew that without one my collection could never be considered a first
rate one. I spread the word among Scottish book dealers, but it was several months before Ian Grant 
wrote me to say that he knew of a fine tall copy in a superb Riviere binding which was available. 

When it arrived I thought that it was even better than I had hoped. The binding was really spendid, 
the text crisp and clean. Of the forty-odd Kilmarnock editions I have personally examined, this one 
falls comfortably into the top quarter for quality. Soon after I acquired this copy I compared it with 
the facsimile prepared by Duncan M'Naught for the Burns Federation in 1911, the finest of the 
fifteen facsimiles of the Kilmarnock edition which have been published since 1867. To my surprise 
I discovered that the facsimile had a slightly enlarged title-page, and on further examination I found 
that all of the facsimiles had title-pages which were larger than the original. This discovery led me 
to make a study of all the facsimiles, comparing them to measurements of the 1786 edition, and my 
findings were published in The Bibliotheck in 1965. 

Once I had my Kilmarnock edition, the keystone of any Burns collection, I began searching for 
all the editions of Burns which I did not already have. When I had added sets of James Johnson's 
Scots Musical Museum and George Thomson's Select Collection of Original Scottish Airs, I realized 
that if I was to collect and study Burns seriously I must add the works of contemporaries, forerunners 
and poets who suceeded Scotland's national bard. Anthologies were a natural place to start, and I 
have been able over the years to gather together an almost complete collection of anthologies of 
Scottish poetry. Then, too, Allan Ramsay, James Macpherson and Robert Fergusson seemed 
obvious. 

Nineteenth-century Scottish poets were almost all influenced by Burns in one way or another and 
many of them wrote poems to him. Thus my collecting grew to cover minor and most major 
nineteenth-century Scottish poetry. There were two poets whose work I decided not to collect: 
Walter Scott and Robert Louis Stevenson. My reason was simple: if I collected the poetry of these 
two, I should also have to include collected editions of their works which included prose as well as 
poetry, and from that one would be, I feared, drawn to collect the fiction of the author of Waverley 
and R.L.S. I quickly became aware that even if I could afford the money to do so (which I couldn't), 
I certainly could not afford the space. I became convinced that I had made the right decision when 
I saw the magnificent collection of Sir Walter Scott material owned by the late Dr. James C. Corson, 
which, when he removed from Edinburgh to Lilliesleaf, nearly filled up an entire disused church. 
Fiction, I decided, could not be for me. I am pleased, however, that a few years ago I had the 
University of South Carolina purchase a very fine collection of Stevenson's works in first editions 
which admirably compliments the poetry which I have. 
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From my grandfather I had inherited a certain number of earlier twentieth-century works - poets 
like Charles Murray, whom he knew well. When I founded Studies in Scottish Literature in 1963 I 
made contact with several poets who were actively writing at that time, and so it followed naturally 
that I began to collect modern Scottish poets too. Now the Roy Collection contains good holdings 
of many of the poets of the Scottish Renaissance: Alexander Scott, George Bruce, Sidney Goodsir 
Smith, Maurice Lindsay, William Soutar, Norman MacCaig, Tom Scott and others. There is almost 
everything 'Hugh MacDiarmid' (Christopher Murray Grieve) wrote, including oddities such as C. 
H. Douglas's Warning Democracy (London, 1931) which is the only book ever published by Grieve. 

But Burns has remained my principal interest, both academically and as a collector. Early in my 
collecting I decided that books containing poems by Burns would be interesting to obtain. I was 
fortunate in finding a copy of 'The Cotter's Saturday Night' in one of the chapbooks published in 
the series Roach's Beauties of the Poets which came out in 1795. Another scarce item in this category 
is a Latin version of 'To a Mouse' printed in a parallel text with Scots original. This translation 
appears in James Grahame's Poems, in English, Scotch and Latin, a very scarce book published in 
Paisley in 1794. The most famous poem of Burns's which was written for inclusion in a book is 'Tam 
o' Shanter' which the poet wrote for his friend Francis Grose who included it in the second volume 
of his Antiquities of Scotland in 1791. My collection contains not only a fine uncut copy of this set, 
but also the engraving of Aloa (Alloway) Kirk and the text of the poem, extracted from the book 
and separately bound in contemporary morocco. This item was at one time owned by William 
Macmath, the ballad collector and collaborator with Francis James Child. 

Singlemindedness sometimes leads to unexpected results. Several years ago I picked up a copy 
of the fourth edition of T. Smart's British Poetical Miscellany (Huddersfield, 1818) when I noticed 
that it contained three poems by Burns, as well as a spurious one. On checking the British Library 
Catalogue I discovered that they did not have a copy; nor did other libraries and catalogues which 
were checked. As neither the first nor the third editions of this collection (there is no recorded copy 
of the second edition) bears a date, statements in this fourth edition allowed me to date the earlier 
editions, information which I passed on to other scholars in Notes and Queries. 

Spurious poems themselves form an interesting aspect of collecting. While editors of early books 
published these in good faith, no doubt, it is interesting to see how persistently some spurious poems 
keep cropping up. In recent years I have had two enquiries about a spurious poem ('My Lord, I 
would not fill thy chair') - one from each side of the Atlantic. Perhaps the most frequently found 
group of spurious poems are those which were first published in the collection of Burns's bawdy 
verse The Merry Muses of Caledonia in an edition which was itself spuriously dated 1827 (probably 
actually printed in 1872) and which was frequently reprinted with the same false date. While this 
does not claim that Burns was the author of all of the poems and songs which are to be found in 
the collection, it certainly implies that they were all collected by him (the sub-title reads: A Choice 
Collection of Favourite Songs Gathered from Many Sources, by Robert Burns). Of the songs 
contained in this volume, it is claimed in the Preface 'that he improved every song that passed 
through his hands' thus implying that every poem or song in the book is at least in part the work 
of the poet. Nothing could be further from the truth, of course. Some of the poems in the '1827' 
collection were known to Burns, but were certainly not his; others appear much more likely to be 
nineteenth-century productions. Of course several of the poems and songs are his, some even exist 
in his holograph. Spurious or not, works attributed to the poet were collected. Over the years I 
have been able to gather fourteen of the nineteen editions of the '1827' Merry Muses which I had 
written about in the 1986 Burns Chronicle; since writing that article 1 have added another, apparently 
unrecorded, variant of this series of editions. No other collection has nearly as many. 

The original edition of The Merry Muses has been known, of course, for many years. It was used 
by the Burns scholar William Scott Douglas and later passed into the possession of Lord Rosebery. 
For many years this copy was thought to be unique. The sheets on which it was printed are 
watermarked variously 1799 and 1800, but the title-page is torn at the bottom, removing the date. 
In 1965 I was fortunate enough to acquire a copy, this one with complete title-page bearing the date 
1799. Because of its celebrity, this copy of The Merry Muses must be considered the star of the 
collection, even though there are other items which appear to be unique. 
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Ross Roy holding his copy of the Kilmarnock Edition. 
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There is also, when one is putting together a collection of printed matter, the question of 
condition. I do not have a Kilmarnock edition in the original paper wrappers, but the copy I have, 
as I have mentioned, is a very respectable one. I knew of a copy which was available before I 
purchased the one I now have, but its condition was inferior, and the binding was, in my opinion, 
ghastly, so I decided to bide my time. Kilmarnock in hand. I had then to concentrate on two things: 
get every edition or work about the poet which I did not have, and upgrade editions which were 
not in particularly good condition. My successes were a combination of serendipity and hard work. 
I have been- able to add an Edinburgh (1787) 'skinking' edition in the original boards in mint 
condition, as well as a London edition of that year also in boards. but somewhat soiled. As to the 
'stinking' state of the Edinburgh Edition, I have had to make do with a beautifully clean uncut copy 
which is in later boards (c. 1820). There are pristine copies of the first collected edition, by Currie 
(1800), and R.H. Cromek's Reliques of Robert Burns (1808). I already had good copies of all of 
these works before I bought my outstanding copies. but I kept these others for working copies. This 
meant that I have not needed to cut open the volumes which are in their original state. Since mine 
is a working collection. I should not have hesitated to open them for scholarly use, but it is nice 
not to have to do so. 

The question of assembling works about Burns also led to some decision making. It seemed 
evident that I should try to obtain every book about Burns: this I have done - there is no important 
book about the poet which I have not managed to acquire. and a host of not-so-important ones also. 
But what about articles"' Naturally I need. and have. a full run of the Burns Chronicle, but beyond 
that I have only a few periodicals which contain articles about Burns. As an academic at a major 
university, I knew that I would have periodicals available in the university library, so I made little 
effort to add these. Today one must usually purchase a considerable run of a periodical when it 
comes up for sale. so both the cost involved and considerations of space made this decision a sensible 
one. 

The serious collector must always be on the lookout for variants of an edition. Thus although J. 
W. Egerer in his Bibliography of Robert Burns lists only two states of the well-known four-volume 
'Centenary' Burns. edited by William Ernest Henley and Thomas F. Henderson (1896-7), one dated 
and one undated. omitting others because 'the text remains standard', I was intrigued by the set 
and collected the variants. In 1987 I published in the Burns Chronicle a list of the variants I had 
found - there were six dated 1896-7. one dated 1901, one 1905, and nine undated variants. Of this 
total of seventeen variants, ten are in my collection, and another two were already in the University 
of South Carolina collection. Since publishing my article, another two unnoted variants have been 
discovered and added to my collection. While one cannot argue with Egerer that textually these sets 
are identical, the large number of them tells us important things about the publishing history of the 
set, and about the continuing popularity of Burns a hundred years after his death. 

I have mentioned how I came to add post-Burnsian material. In the knowledge that Burns drew 
heavily on earlier Scottish poets, particularly for his collaboration with James Johnson for The Scots 
Musical Museum (1787-1803) and George Thomson for his Select Collection of original Scottish Airs 
(1793-1818), I decided that I should have a representative collection of poets whom Burns drew 
upon for these works, or read for his pleasure. From having copies of the text of these poets. I soon 
evolved into getting first and subsequent editions. Thus there are first editions of Ja mes Thomson's 
Seasons, James Macpherson's Ossian, Robert Fergusson's poems, and editions of Allan Ramsay. 
whose Tea-Table Miscellany was the single most widely-used work by Burns in collecting and 
refurbishing songs for both Johnson and Thomson. I have the first collected Tea-Table Miscellany 
(1740) and several other editions, but to date a first edition of a work by Ramsay which was greatly 
admired by Burns, The Gentle Shepherd, has eluded me. The Roy Collection does contain two 
copies (variants) of the edition of this play which Burns owned, published by the greatest of Scottish 
eighteenth-century printers, the Foulis Press. 

We do not know exactly what books Burns owned because his library was dispersed at auction 
by his family, and only an extremely vague list of the books to be sold was printed. However. where 
books arc identifiable I have attempted to collect them. I have managed to find a copy in the original 
boards of the Reverend James M'Gill's Practical Essay on the Death of Jesus Christ, <! work which 
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was denounced as heterodox when it appeared in 1786; M'Gill was investigated by the General 
Assembly for it. Burns was incensed at M'Gill's treatment and wrote to his patron Graham of Fintry 
describing the clergyman as 'one of the ablest, in the whole Kirk of Scotland, in every sense of that 
ambiguous term'. The furore also prompted the poet to write one of his greatest Kirk satires, 'The 
Kirk's Alarm' ('Orthodox, orthodox, wha believe in John Knox'). There is also an inscribed copy 
of the second edition of Arthur Mason's Collection of English Prose and Verse for the Use of Schools 
(Edinburgh, 1767). This appears to be the only know copy of the edition which Burns must have 
used as a school text. We do not know which edition Burns used of James Hervey'sMeditations and 
Contemplations, and other works which Burns mentions in his correspondence, but I have acquired 
eighteenth-century copies of these works, editions which may have been the ones he used. Where 
possible I have tried to get a copy which was the most recently published at the time that Burns 
read it. Thus I have a copy of Jean Francois Marmontel's Belisarius in the translation of Arthur 
Murphy of 1786, because Burns mentions the work in a letter of February 1788. One is not always 
fortunate enough to find the most likely edition that Burns used, but the chase never ends. 

I have eschewed relics, such as locks of the poet's hair (the Burnsian equivalent of parts of the 
true Cross to pilgrims in Chaucer's day) because of the likelihood that they are not genuine. I do 
have, however, what was purported to be Burns's porridge bowl and horn spoon; they are doubtless 
eighteenth century, and were displayed at the great Glasgow centenary exhibition of 1896 - beyond 
that I make no claims! There is a set of circa 1920 cigarette cards depicting Burns, his heroines and 
his haunts. There is what appears to be a matchbox, actually containing a selection of Burns's poems 
and a one-wi11k sized bottle of Robbie Burns whisky (still full). I have resisted adding the band 
from a Robbie Burns cigar mostly, I expect, because the cigars themselves are not worth smoking. 
The universality of the poet has almost never been better illustrated than when an American facial 
tissue company issued a box with five popular songs and music printed on th,e box, two of which 
are 'I Love my Jean' and 'Comin' Through the Rye' - ever the collector, I do have an example of 
this (no longer full). 

One of my major considerations in deciding where the Roy Collection should finally be housed 
was that I wanted it to be maintained, that it be a living rather than a dead collection. University 
libraries are well suited for this purpose as they are in constant touch with publishers, and, even 
more i:nportant, antiquarian booksellers. Part of my agreement with the Cooper Library of the 
Un'H;>!ry of South Carolina is that the collection have its own budget. The library has also 
committed itself to publishing a catalogue of the material in the collection. Such a catalogue should 
serve a useful purpose for scholars because it will include a large number of editions of Burns's work 
which <:re not listed in Egerer, as well as chapbooks and books which contain early printings of 
poems by Burns, many of which are not listed in any other Burns bibliography. The serious intention 
of the library in keeping the collection alive has been demonstrated since the agreement came into 
effect in December of 1988 through the purchase of a rare Lancaster circa 1810 chapbook printing 
of 'The Cotter's Saturday Night', and a very rare poetical miscellany of 1798 which contains two 
poems by Burns. The Cooper Library authorities are thus proving that, having the finest printed 
Burns collection in North America, they intend to keep it that way. 

To help with acquisitions and cataloguing, I have been appointed Curator of the collection. This 
will allow me to retain an official position with the university beyond my emeritus status once I 
retire. Dr. George D. Terry, System Vice-President for Libraries a.nd Collections, wants the Roy 
Collection to be accessible to anyone with an interest in the subject. I can thus invite readers of the 
Burns Chronicle who may have queries, to address them to me at the library. We should also be 
happy to hear from anyone who has editions of Burns, or material about him, which they wish to 
sell. We want this collection to live up to the spirit of Burns himself by making our resources 
available to all of the brotherhood of mankind. 
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The Mouse's Reply 
When Bums's plough turned up a mouse's nest, the incident led him to compose a much-quoted 
poem. But, it occurred to Mrs. May Harper of Keith, that this was a one-sided philosophy which 
Bums was proclaiming and she was led to compose the following verses. They were written for a 
Keith Townswomens' Guild competition, six or seven years ago, but my friend, Mrs. Harper thought 
they were not good enough to enter. Her sister-in-law, however, had a higher opinion of them than 
the composer and the verses were read at the Bums Supper of Mulben W.R.I., last year. That was 
the poem's first airing. 

Mrs. Harper has kindly said that the Chronicle might print it, if it were thought good enough. 
Perhaps it should be added that Mrs. Harper was, at the time (2 years ago), 85 years of age. 

Ye muckle_thochtless, hammerin' brute, 
How could ye cruelly tum me oot 
O' ma ain wee hoose, sae snug and cute, 
This caul' caul' night? 
I would richt fain gie ye a clout 
Wi a' ma micht. 

Ye speak o' nature's social union 
Which coonts fur nocht, in ma opinion; 
Fur weel ye ken, its man's dominion 
O'er a' the earth, 
That causes a' the strife an trouble 
As shair as death. 

Ye speak o' thievin', Rabbie man; 
T'was a' dished oot, wi' generous haun 
By Him abune wha made the plan, 
E'en for a moose 
Tae get a nibble noo an' then 
In his ain wee hoose. 

Ma hoosie's scattered far an' wide, 
I dinna ken whaur I can bide. 
There's naething fur't but rin an' hide 
In some quate neuk. 
Far shelter has been promised a' 
In His Big Book. 

Ye think I'm blessed compared wi' thee -
The truth o' that I canna see. 
If ye had just behaved like me 
O'er a' the years; 
There's naething noo, wad worry ye, 
Or cause ye tears. 
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Poetry and Politics: Burns 
and Revolution 

by W. J. Murray 

This paper was first published at the 4th David Nichol Smith Memorial Seminar, Canberra 1976. 
In the late nineteenth century George Saintsbury, referring to Robert Burns, claimed: 

They do him a great wrong and make a great mistake, who dwell upon his politics, his 
philosophy, or anything but his poetry. Burns felt and saw too much to have much time for 
thinking, even if he had been educated that way. Tlie time did not want thought: it wanted 
nature and song, and he gave it both. 

Pierluigi Simonini, on the other hand, has recently claimed that the national popular poet is one 
who is not linked to any high class literary tradition, who does not stand apart in a world of 
his own, uprooted from the realities of life, but shows identity of feelings with the common 
people and tries to elaborate these feelings in order to achieve a political educational function 
among the lower classes. 

Simonini concludes that the bard in 'The Jolly Beggars' 'is the codification, perhaps unconscious, 
of Burns's ideas about the function of the poet in society' .1 

In the century encompassed by these opposing views Burns has been used to uphold various 
passing fads2 as well as the more substantial interests of left-wing politics on the one hand3 and the 
conservatism of the Burns Federation on the other. 4 But more particularly the study of Burns's 
poems by Tom Crawford has emphasised the political element in his work, thus giving a scholarly 
refutation to Saintsbury's dictum. 5 

The force of many of Burns's best poems comes from their comments on life and society. His 
poetic career includes the years leading up to the French Revolution of 1789 and the period of 
euphoria and reaction that were its immediate sequel : inevitably they affected his work. Burns's 
involvement in politics has been seen by some as one of the reasons for a supposed decline his his 
poetic genuis at this time. Others have accused him of inconsistency, even apostasy, in regard to 
his political opinions. Auguste Angellier, sympathetic both to the poet and to the Revolution, 
claimed that more suddenly than either Wordsworth or Coleridge, Burns renounced his sympathy 
for the Revolution.~ In his carefully researched book Scotland and the French Revolution, H. W. 
Meikle echoed this opinion,7 and in recent years that distinquished English historian of Scotland, 
T. C. Smout, has repeated the charge, with the added sneer that Burns allowed himself a few 
sarcasms against the gentry only when it was safe for him to do so.8 In fact the truth is that Burns 
was never indifferent to politics, and in later life the French Revolution drew him into a position 
that can be expected from his earlier and broader social comment, expressed in sallies against the 
Church and in criticism of the established order. Most of Burns's best poetry was written when he 
was a young man in his mid-twenties, an insignificant individual in a region of Scotland still relatively 
untouched by the 'enlightenment'. It took some courage for a man of low birth to attack the ruling 
religious and social order in such a region. Burns eventually resolved his personal struggle as a deist 
with a Calvinist upbringing, but he was never able to throw off the insecurity of his low birth. These 
factors have left an ambiguity in his poetry and correspondence that has allowed selective 
commentators to interpret Burns as they wished. However, a study of Burns's poetry entire and of 
the background against which it was written will show that he held firmly and consistently to certain 
social and political ideals, and that these were, broadly speaking, the ideals of the French 
Revolution, not just the 'liberal' Revolution of 1789, but the more democratic Revolution of 1793. 

In the beginning of 1795 Burns wrote 'For a' that and a' that', lines said to have been inspired by 
Tom Paine's The Rights of Man, and which Burns himself described as 'two or three pretty good 
prose thoughts, inverted into rhyme'. 9 There is nothing in this song that is not promised in the earlier 
Burns; it contains the essence of his social and political philosophy; it is the young Burns rid of his 
doubts and illusions. Given the atmosphere of the times and the trticulence of the lines, they 
represent a revolutionary gesture. 
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The earliest surviving poems of Burns reveal an adolescent struggling against a harsh environment: 
Fate and his Calvinistic upbringing are a heavy burden, and the only solution is resignation to ihe 
will of God. Burns's torment at the hands of the Old Testament God was a personal struggle at 
first, and although Fate or Fortune remain key themes in much of his poetry, Burns was not long 
in finding a more tangible target. As Burns the fornicator challenged the spiritual police of the 
Calvinist inquisition, Burns the poet attacked the preachers of its morality. In his 'Address to the 
Unco Guid, or the Rigidly Righteous' (K39) he castigates those with nothing better to do than pass 
judgement on their fellows: 

Ye high, exalted, virtuous Dames, 
Ty'd up in godly laces, 

Before ye gie poor Frailty names, 
Suppose a change o' cases; 

A dear-lov'd lad, convenience snug, 
A treacherous inclination -

But," let met whisper i' your lug, 
Ye're aiblins nae temptation. 

(41-8) 10 

When his first child is born out of wedlock, he refuses to accept this as a social disgrace, but 
instead welcomes with pride and defiance his. 'bastart wean' (K60): 

Thou's welcome, Wean! Mishanter fa' me 
If thoughts o' thee, or yet thy Mamie, 
Shall ever daunton me or awe me, 

My bonie lady; 
Or if I blush when thou shalt ea' me 

Tyta, or Daddie ... 

Welcome! My bonie, sweet, wee Dochter! 
Tho' ye come here a wee unsoughi for; 
And tho' your comin I hae fought for, 

Baith Kirk and Queir; 
Yet by my faith, ye're no unwrought for, 

That I shall swear! 
(1-6, 13-18) 

In both of these poems Burns is making a dignified protest against the heartless application of 
the laws of a kirk-dominated society. In 'The Jolly Beggars' (K84) he is less cautious: here he takes 
up the celebration of life he had already proclaimed in 'Corn Rigs' (K8) and the 'Big-Bellied Bottle' 
(K27) as he recklessly applauds the morality of these outcasts of society, strangers alike to the laws 
of the Church, the state or the Protestant work ethic. The beggars' chorus spits defiance at society's 
gods: 

A fig for those by law protected! 
Liberty's a glorious feast! 

Courts for Cowards were erected, 
Churches built to please the Priest. 

(254-7) 
At the same time as Burns rebelled against the conventional morality he attacked the Holy 

Beagles of the Houghmagandie Pack who enforced it. The brilliantly savage satire of 'Holy Willie's 
Prayer' (K53) he matched with the more light-hearted raillery of 'The Holy Fair' (K70). In the one 
he ridicules Calvinism through a petty-minded Church elder troubled by the lusts of t~e flesh but 
prepared to put up with them since it is God's will. In the other he describes the gathering of the 
faithful to listen to prayers before taking the annual communion; and here, by juxtaposing the grave 
and the gay, the spiritual and the temporal, he mocks the inability of the kirk elders to defeat the 
forces of nature, be it in themselves, or in their flock. 

In all his anti-clerical outbursts, however, Burns never attacked religion in itself. It was 
institutionalised religion, he believed, that led the way to cant and hypocrisy; for him the only true 
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way to God was by direct communion. His God was real enough, however, to muffle the resentment 
he harboured against society, particularly its uneven distribution of wealth and its false values. It is 
the young Burns who'voices these resentments most pointedly, but alternately the buoyancy of youth 
or the pall of his calvinist upbringing impose a qualification on his social conciousness that deflects 
or blunts the darts of criticism. This is most clearly illustrated in his early epistles such as that 
addressed to Davie (K51) and in poems such as 'Man was made to Mourn' (K64), 'The Twa Dogs' 
(K71), and 'The Cotter's Saturday Night' (K72). 

In both 'The Epistle to Davie' an.d 'Man was made to Mourn' Burns begins with sentiments that 
are the stuff of revolution, and ends up...,with lessons that are the core of conservatism. In the first 
stanza of 'The Epistle to Davie', Burns expresses his ill feeling towards the more favoured in life: 

... While frosty winds blaw in the drift, 
Ben to the chimla lug, · 

I grudge a wee the Great-folk's gift, 
That live sae bien an' snug: 

I tent less, and want less 
Their roomy fire-side; 

But hanker, and canker, 
To see their cursed pride. 

(7-14) 
He soon calms down however: 

But Davie lad, ne'er fash your head, 
Tho' we hae little gear, 
We're fit to win our daily bread, 
As lang's we're hale and fier. 

(2-14) 

The buffeting of fate has to be borne, and physical discomfort is as nought beside the blessing 
that comes with contentment: 

The honest heart that's free frae a' 
Intended fraud or guile, 

However Fortune kick the ba', 
Has ay some cause to smile. 

(35-8) 
The real pleasures fo life, the charms of nature, 'are free alike to all'. Titles, rank, wealth and 

even education cannot secure peace and rest; this can only be achieved through the blessing of God. 
Indeed this poem is in many ways one of Burns's most religious, and it best reveals the conflict 
raging between his sense of social justice and his belief in an all-powerful, all-knowing deity. When 
he releases his resentment at the arrogance of social rank, he is prepared to leave the reckoning 
with God rather than man. 
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Think ye, that sic as you and I, 
Wha drudge and drive thro' wet and dry, 

Wi' never-ceasing toil; 
Think ye, are we less blest than they, 
Wha scarcely tent us in their way, 

As hardly worth their while? 
Alas! how aft, ·in haughty mood, 

God's creatures they appress! 
Or else, neglecting a' that's guid, 

They riot in excess! 
Baith careless·, and fearless, 

Of either Heaven or Hell; 
Esteeming, and deeming, 

It a' an idle tale! 
(71-84) 



Not only should man accept his fate, he should do so with forbearance - misfortune, after all, is 
a great builder of character: 

Tho' losses, and crosses, 
Be lessons right severe, 

There's wit there, ye'll get there, 
Ye'll find nae other where 

(95-8) 
If Burns is not explicitly vindicating the ways of God to man in this poem, he is nonetheless 

suggesting that whatever is, is right. But he lacks the conviction of Pope, one of his favourite poets 
at this time. For Burns poverty was too close to the bone to be unquestionably accepted. 

There is nothing so directly personal in 'Man was made to Mourn'. But neither is there the 
consolation of nature or the solace of friendship; the tone throughout is that of the opening lines: 

'When chill November's surly blast 
Made fields and forest bare'. 

This poem is a condemnation of the ruling class, a half-baked plea for social security, and an 
embryonic demand for the 'right to work'. When Burns asserts in this dirge 'Man's inhumanity to 
Man/Makes countless thousands mourn', he is specifically referring to those whose faces are so fixed 
on Heaven that they cannot see what is going on around them. But he is also harking back to his 
third stanza: 'Where hundreds labour to support/ A haughty lordling's pride'. 

In one stanza Burns presents the problem of old age, in another that of the unemployed, and 
while he makes no blanket condemnation of the righ and powerful, he does castigate the economic 
relationship that gives one man the power of life or death over another. But when Burns verges on 
the right to revolt, then he reverts to his own personal revolt. 

'The Cotter's Saturday Night' depicts the ideal family growing in loving union under a strict but 
kindly father, who expects obedience from those around him, as he gives it to Him who looks over 
them all. The poem rolls along in its idyllic way until Burns suddenly bursts out with an expression 
of feeling that clashes discordantly with what has preceded it. Stanza XIX opens innocently enough: 

Fom Scenes likes these, old ScoTJAs's grandeur.springs, 
That makes her lov'd at home, rever'd abroad ... 

But what follows is a condemnation of the Great, delivered with bitter invective: 
Princes and lords are but the breath of kings, 

'An honest man's the noblest work of God': 
And certes, in fair Virtue's heavenly road, 

The Cottage leaves the Palace far behind: 
What is a lordling's pomp? a cumbrous load, 

Disguising oft the wretch of human kind, 
Studied in arts of Hell, in wickedness refin'd! 

In a poem breathing resignation to the will pf God, such an outburst is a measure of the tensions 
felt by the young Burns between his belief in a beneficent deity and his awareness of an unjust social 
order. 

In 'The Twa Dogs' Burns takes a look at the two classes who made up the society he knew: the 
rich and powerful, the ruling class - and the others. At first glance it appears to be a good-natured 
discussion of the cares and concerns of the two classes, with Burns speaking through the mouth of 
the ploughman's collie, Luath. In fact Luath is a good-natured, but rather simple fellow, whose 
naive acceptance of the God-given right of the rich to rule is scoffed at by the more hard-headed, 
but realistic Caesar, the laird's dog. Both dogs, however, represent in some way Burns's ideal of 
the two classes: Caesar, without airs or graces, who · ... wad hae spent an hour caressan,/Ev'n wae 
a Tinkler-gipsey's messan, (17-18)- happy to lift a leg with any mongrel, regardless of its origins -
and Luath who 

... was a gash an' faithfu' tyke, 
As ever lap a sheugh, or dyke' 
His honest, sonsic, baws'nt face, 
Ay gat him friends in ilka place. 

(29-32) 
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Caesar opens the discussion setting the tone for what follows: 
Our Laird ge,s in his racked rents, 

His coals, his kale, an' a' his stents; 
He rises when he likes himsel; 
His flunkies answer at the bell; 
He ca's his coach; he ca's his horse; 
He draws a bonie, silken purse 
As lang's my tail, whare thro' the steeks, 
The yellow, letter'd Geordie keeks. 

(51-8) 
Caesar pictures the laird stuffing himself with food, while even his servants can grow fat on the 

left overs; but his tenant farmers and cotters know no such luxuries. Luath admits that life can be 
tough for his folks, especially ' ... when they meet wi' sair disasters,/Like loss o' health, or want 
o' masters' (79-80). He adds, however, 'But how it comes, I never kent yet,/They're maistly 
wonderfu' contented' (83-84). Caesar is not convinced and notes how the gentry treat poor folk like 
dirt. Luath, however, continued to defend his own class, and thus the system under which he lives. 
Poverty looks different from different angles: seen by people who live among it and are accustomed 
to it, it holds no fears. Although they are driven hard at work, they enjoy the more what little rest 
they have. In fact, thinks Luath, the poor with their 'grushie weans an' faithfu' wives' are in many 
ways better off than the rich. Now and then they might get angry at their lot, and sometimes ' ... 
talk o' patronage an' priests,!Wi' kindling fury i' their breasts' (119-20) - but this can be forgotten. 
And at the communal gatherings of Hallowmass, 'Love blinks, Wit slaps and social Mirth/Forgets 
there's care upo' the earth' (127-8). Luath describes New Year celebrations of such gaiety that he 
has to admit: 'My heart has been sae fain to see them/fhat I for joy hae barket wi' them' (137-8). 
Nevertheless Luath agrees that much of what his big friend says is true. He ascribes blame, however, 
to the middle men seeking favour with a lord who, absent in London, is forced to sacrifice himself 
and his local interests for the sake of the nation. c.aesar explodes in a scornful tirade against 
politicians - their puppet role in Parliament, their dissipated social life at home and equally licentious 
and useless life on the continent. 

Luath is somewhat overcome by this blast, but still tries to claim that most of his superiors are 
not all that bad at heart. He admits some doubts, however, and asks Caesar to tell him what life is 
really like where he comes from. Caesar's description of gentry life is a denunciation of wealth and 
its corrupting influence: boredom gives rise to dull tasteless lives, forgotten every now and then in 
sports, balls and races, or orgies of drinking and whoring. The women gossip over their tea-cups 
vy day and spend the night playing cards, cheating like 'ony unhang'd blackguard' and gambling 
away their tenants' leases. 

Caesar's concluding words - 'There's some exceptions, man an woman;/But this is Gentry's life 
in common' (229-30) - do not qualify the picture he has painted, but the charm of its end does bring 
the poem to a gentle conclusion. This is a poem that provides some fuel for revolution, but it does 
not sound the call. Caesar never tries to convince Luath that his contentedness in misplaced; he 
rages more against the uselessness of the gentry than the 'wantlessness' of the poor. And whereas 
in 'Man was made to Mourn' Burns does not link individual grievance with class grievance, here he 
does not link moral indignation with a demand for retribution. There is too much humour in the 
young Burns for him to be a moralist, and not enough self-righteousness for him to be a reformer. 
By the time he lost his humour, he had also lost his self-confidence. 

In depicting the corrupting influence of wealth Burns is stating a commonplace of eighteenth
ccntury thought. In praising the poor for their dignity in face of hardship and in portraying a life 
style that has its own vitality and authenticity, however, he does more than merely echo the 
sentimentalists or the paternalists. Burns did not view the poor from a salon or coffee house; nor 
through the eyes of a Harley, much as he may have prized McKenzie's Man of Feeling 'next to the 
Bible'. Burns was tied to the earth, a man of the people, sharing their hardships. 

This is not to claim that there is no sentimentality in Burns - far from it. Burns was strongly 
influenced by Gray and Goldsmith, and 'The Cotter's Saturday Night' dervies a great deal from the 
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'Elegy written in a Country Churchyard' and The Deserted Village - indeed stanza XIX, except for 
its quotation from Pope, is almost all Goldsmith. Burns shared Gray's and Goldsmith's pity for the 
poor, but he did not do so as a spectator, and his pity seldom descends to false idealisation; the 
closest Burns comes to this is in 'The Cotter's Saturday Night', a poem which is far from his best, 
and which is in no way typical. On the other hand Burns has more feeling and hope for the poor 
than Crabbe, a critic of Gray and more particularly of Goldsmith's The Deserted Village. The dismal 
picture of the poor presented by Crabbe is directed against those who try 'the real ills to hide/In 
tinsel trappings of poetic pride'; against those poets who try to 'soothe you, when you pine for bread/ 
By winding myrtles round your ruin'd shed', Crabbe related the 'humble crimes' of the poor to show 
their 'kindred vices' with the great: both rich and poor are thus shown to be 'victims of distress'. It 
is probable that Burns never read any of Crabbe's poems: but although there are many points on 
which he would have agreed with him he would have rejected Crabbe's overall picture of 'want and 
woe and wretchedness' (The Parish Register, Part One). 

The peasants and the poor are never far from the main themes of Burns's poetry, be these themes 
love, politics, humour or bawdry. But only in 'Man was made to Mourn' does their condition appear 
as utterly depressing as in Crabbe's The Village. In Burns there is too much zest for life, be it in 
the wild abandon of the destitute in 'The Jolly Beggars', the simple pleasures that Luath, despite 
his servitude, describes to Caesar, the triumph of Fun over Superstition and Hypocrisy in The Holy 
Fair', or even in his accounts of local beliefs and custom that make up 'Halloween' (K73) and give 
vitality to his masterpiece Tam O'Shanter' (K321). Certainly in poems like 'The Epistle to Davie' 
and 'Man was made to Mourn' the message is that the poor must make the most of what little they 
have, but this does not make Burns a supine defender of the status quo. Burns loved the poor, but 
not their poverty, and he hated the injustices of the social order; that he had no schemes for releasing 
them from their social and economic bondage is a reflection less upon him than on the age in which 
he lived. In one important aspect, however, he is striking a new note in the poetry of the eighteenth 
century. Burns's depth of feeling and sincerity towards the poor bursts the bonds of deference that 
hitherto had bound the poor to the paternalistic society of his time. He proclaims, for the first time, 
the essential worth of the common man, not just before God, but before his fellows. 11 

Burns's social philosophy in the years before the Revolution is markedly egalitarian and anti
authoritarian, suffused by a sympathy for the common man. His political philosophy bears the same 
features, but here the expression of his opinions had to be more guarded, as he remarked in his 
'Epistle to Mr. Tytler' (K152): 

But Politics, truce! we're on dangerous ground: 
Who knows how the fashions may alter: 

The doctrines today that are loyalty sound, 
Tomorrow may brings us a halter. 

(21-4) 
Nevertheless from first to last he could not resist overtly political subjects though in the two 

earliest poems the level of engagement is somewhat trivial. 12 'When Guilford good ... ' (K3S) is 
Burns's first political piece, a satirical survey of the American War of Independence that shows little 
more than his knowledge of the war's events and its repercussions at home. 

In a later poem, The Author's Earnest Cry and Prayer, to the Right Honorable and Honorable, 
the Scotch Representatives of the House of Commons' (KS!), Burns pleads directly for a repeal of 
the recently imposed whisky tax. Here the tone is suitably humorous: 

Alas! my roupet Muse is haerse! 
Your Honors' hearts wi' grief 'twad pierce, 
To see her sittan on her arse 

Low i' the dust, 
An' scriechan out prosaic verse, 

An' like to brust! 
(7-12) 

In a totally different vein, however, is the 'Address of Beelzebub' (KJOS), a satire akin to 'Holy 
Willie's Prayer', though more strained in its exaggeration. The subject was just as close to Burns's 
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heart, however: for here was not a restriction on the drinking of whisky - much though that went 
against the poet's grain - but a restriction on individual freedom. Burns explains the situation as he 
sees it in a short preface, pointing out how the Highland Society had met 'to frustrate the designs 
of FIVE HUNDRED HIGHLANDERS' who 'were so audacious as to attempt an escape from their lawful 
lords and masters whose property they are (by) emigrating ... to the wilds of CANADA, in search 
of that fantastic thing - LIBERTY.' His sarcasms stream out in the praise the devil heaps on the action 
of the Highland Society, concluding 

They! an be d-mn'd! what right hae they 
To Meat, or Sleep, or light o' day, 
Far less to riches, pow'r, or freedom, 
But what your lordships PLEASE TO GIE THEM? 

(27-30) 
From praise, Beelzebub turns to advice, urging that Glengarry 'lay aside a' tender mercies' in 

smashing the Highlanders' spirit and bringing them back to their senses with work and hunger, and 
driving them into line with horsewhip and 'jowlers' (dogs). For such deeds his lordship could be 
sure of a welcome to a seat at the devil's right hand. The Address of Beelzebub, written in 1786, 
is Burns's most scathing indictment of the aristocracy, for here his anger is neither softened by 
humour nor adulterated by reference to the plans of the Almighty. 

Burns's first poems on the election system show a healthy cynicism for the politicians and the 
procedures that get them elected. In 'The Fete Champetre' (K224), written in June 1788, he 
discusses ironically who should be the town of Ayr's errand boy in Parliament, and in 'the Laddies 
by the Banks o' Nith' (K270) the Whigs are scorned in the refrain ending: 'Ye turncoat Whigs awa!' 
Burns's cynicism in regard to the electoral system is again expressed in the 'Five Carlins' (K269) 
and in his 'Epistle to Robt. Graham' (K318) at the time of the elections in July 1790: Graham, 
Burns's patron, is a Whig, but Burns remains unenthusiastic about their victory, concluding: 

Now for my friends' and brethren's sakes, 
And for my native LAND-o'-CAKES, 

I pray with holy fire; 
Lord, send a rough-shod troop o' hell, 
O'er a', was Scotland buy, or sell, 
And grind them in the mire!!! 

(121-6) 
Burns's opinion of personalities at the local level helped to confuse his party sympathies, but he 

also found it hard to choose between Pitt and Fox at the national level. He probably had more 
respect for Pitt as a man, and as the grandson of the Earl of Chatham whom he admired, but he 
increasingly became alienated from his policies. His 'Sketch, Inscribed to The Rt. Hon. Ch. J. Fox 
Esq.' (K262) is decidedly ambivalent. 

The main reason why Burns would not accept either party was that neither stood for the rights 
of the people. When he did adopt a party line by siding with the Whigs in 1792, it was because they 
supported the French Revolution; and his support for Heron in the 1795 elections (K491-4), 
although given secretly because he was seeking political patronage to secure a 'life of literary leisure, 
with a decent competence', 13 was given nonetheless because Heron was 'an independent 
commoner'. But another reason for Burns's lack of warmth for either party is that neither stood for 
the interests of Scotland. Two essential features of Burns's politics are his nationalism and his 
Jacobitism. 

Burns's nationalism finds its greatest expression in the poetry itself. In his epistle 'To Willie 
Simpson' (K59), and more explicitly in 'The Vision' (K62), Burns declares the patriotic intention 
of his poetry. So too with his contributions freely given to Johnson and to Thomson in their 
collections of Scottish folk songs; Burns was motivated solely by patriotism, and when he contributed 
to the Statistical Account of Scotland he finished with congratulations for Sinclair's 'patriotic 
exertions'. 14 In Burns it is Wallace and Bruce whose exploits are glorified, not King Alfred who 
gave England its parliament and laws; just as the spirit of Bannockburn is his rallying call, not 
Anglo-Saxon precedent; independence from southern domination, not the birthrights of the free-
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born Englishman. Nevertheless Burns did not see 1707 as an extension to Scotland of 'the Norman 
yoke', despite his proclaimed Jacobitism. Burns's Jacobitism is complementary to his nationalism: 
it is recorded in odd poems and many of his songs. The Stuarts were part of Scotland's history and 
the risings of 'IS and '45 were part of its mythology almost from their inception. But the Stuarts 
were Catholics, and stood for political absolutism; the Union of 1707 had brought Scotland under 
the constitutional rule of Parliament and the liberties this embodied. 

However much the constitution might have degenerated in the century after 1688, it was still the 
most advanced in Europe. Burns's head was committed to the Union, his heart to Scotland. 15 

Burns's praise of the Stuarts was reinforced by his hatred of the Hanoverians, expressed most 
publicly and most unequivocally by his diamond pen on the window· of an inn at Stirling; lines 
ending: The injur'd STEWART-line arc gone, 

A Race outlandish fill their throne; 
An idiot race, to honor lost; 
Who know them best despise them most. 

(K166; 7-10) 
George III is at the centre of three other poems of this period, and while Burns does not repeat 

the disrespect of the Stirling lines, neither does he reveal any wild enthusiasm. 16 'A Dream' (Kl 13) 
is Burns's birthday address to the King, inspired by the Laureate's Ode celebrating the King's 
birthday on 4 June 1786. He imagines himself at the birthday levee and notes: 

I see ye're complimented thrang, 
By many a lord an' lady; 

'God save the King' 's a cuckoo sang 
That's unco easy said ay. 

(10-13) 
The King escapes Burns's direct criticism, but his administration is casually damned as having 

been entrusted to ministers whose talents might have been better suited to cleaning out cow-sheds. 
George III's relapse into sanity in November 1788 led to the regency crisis that lasted until the 

following February. In his 'Ode to the Departed Regency Bill' (K258) Burns satirises the anarchy 
of hopes, fears and ambitions of that period, all of which vanished with the King's recovery. A short 
time later Burns wrote 'A new Psalm for the Chapel of Kilmarnock, on the thanksgiving-day for 
his Majesty's recovery' (K260), concluding: 

Now hear our Prayer, accept our Song, 
And fight thy Chosen's battle: 

We seek but little, L-, from thee, 
Thou kens we get as little. 

(37-40) 
But Burns's political interests were essentially in domestic affairs. He opens his 'Elegy on the 

Year 1788' (K250) as follows: 
For Lords or kings I dinna mourn, 
E'en let them die - for that they're born I 

But after a single mention of the death of Charles III of· Spain, he reverts to the regency crisis, 
in each case with a mocking contrast: 

The Spanish empire's tint a head, 
An' my auld teethless Bawtie's dead; 

The toolzie's teugh 'tween Pitt and Fox. 
An' our gudewife's wee birdy cocks. 

(9-12) 
Burns's knowledge of foreign politics did not match that of domestic affairs, but it is inconceivable 

that he would have passed summarily over the events of 1789 in France as he does in a poem entitled 
'To a Gentleman who had sent him a Newspaper' (K282), which is dated by Kinsley to early 1790. 
In fact this poem was probably written before July 1789: 17 the French Revolution with its 
Declaration of the Rights of Man embodied too many of Burns's ideals for him to dismiss it insipidly 
as 'French mischief': the Revolution announced freedom of speech and conscience, which Burns 
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had denounced in his early epistles; the Revolution announced the advent of the 'career open to 
talents', and nobody more than Burns had pleaded for the recognition of merit; the Revolution 
finally abolished feudalism, which Burns castigated in many of his poems; and it brought the King 
under the control of the people, which was what Burns wanted in Britain. 

Yet in all the surviving poems and correspondence there is no mention of the French Revolution 
before 1792. It is likely that some of the manuscripts relating to this period were lost or destroyed, 
but this does not explain why none of them found their way into print, especially when those of the 
much more dangerous period after 1792 did. Nor does Burns's severe illness explain anything, for 
it did not prevent his writing innocuous pieces relating to domestic politics. What probably did affect 
his attitude, however, was his appointment to the Excise at the beginning of September of that year. 
The job entailed up to 200 miles a week on horseback, a physically demanding task; but more 
significantly it made him a government man in the most unpopular of posts. Nevertheless it was a 
position Burns actively sought, and he owed it to friends in high places; indeed this was the politics 
that was eating away at Burns's creative genius; the politics of Patronage and Place. 

Burns's attacks on the Calvinists and the arrogance of wealth or title resulted in some of his best 
poetry; his wooing of patronage gave rise to some of his worst lines. In men like Aiken and Hamilton 
in his native Ayrshire Burns was in the company of kindred spirits. But when he moved to 
Edinburgh, he was in the company of different men from those who had ensured the success of the 
Kilmarnock edition. Burns acted the role of the peasant ploughman with dignity, and played the 
delicate game of patronage skilfully, but it could not have been without frustration that he found 
such behaviour necessary. To nobles like the Earl of Glencairn, who ensured the financial success 
of the first Edinburgh edition, or Graham of Fintry, to whom Burns owed his Excise job, or Mrs. 
Dunlop or even her friend Ker who allowed Burns free postage because he admired his poetry, 18 

Burns could feel a warm gratitude - and he was always as anxious to repay a debt of gratitude as 
he was an imagined slight or insult. But the very fact that he had to rely on such support could only 
have stuck in the gullet of one who boasted 'the glorious privilege of being independent'. His 
appointment to the Excise through the favour of people in power was more than a taste of the bitter 
pill of patronage, however, for it placed a bridle on the democratic tongue of one who was now a 
King's Man. 

Nevertheless neither Patronage nor Place could silence him for ever, and Burns's recognition in 
his poetry that a Revolution had taken place in France, though late and even indirect, is decidedly 
in sympathy with it. In November 1792 Burns wrote some lines for Miss Fontenelle, the actress, to 
be spoken by her at her benefit night. Entitled 'The Rights of Woman' (K390), it opens promisingly 
enough. 

While Europe's eye is fixed on mighty things, 
The fate of Empires, and the fall of Kings; 
While quacks of State must each produce his plan, 
And even children lisp The Rights of Man; 
Amidst this mighty fuss; just let me mention, 
The Rights of Woman merit some attention. 

Elaboration of these rights, however, makes painful reading, as the rights descend from 
'Protection' and 'Decorum' to 'Admiration'. In 'Here's a Health to them that's awa' '(K391 ), written 
at the same time as 'The Rights of Woman', Burns pushes the cause of Fox and the Whigs, but 
mainly for their support of the Revolution. When Burns declares: 

May Liberty meet wi' success! 
May Prudence protect her frae evil! 
May Tyrants and Tyranny tine i' the mist, 
And wander their way to the devil! (13-16) 

he could be referring to France or Britain. So too in the lines: 
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Here's freedom to him that wad read, 
Here's freedom to him that wad write! 
There's nane ever fear'd that the Truth should be heard, 
But they whom the Truth wad indite. 

(21-4) 



His poetry here reflected his private interests. After a meeting with four or five friends he wrote, 
on 13 November, to Johnston of the Edinburgh Gazetteer encouraging him to 'Lay bare, with 
undaunted heart and steady hand, that horrid mass of corruption called Politics and State-Craft!' 19 

It was about this time, too, that Burns was involved in the Dumfries theatre affair, where he is said 
to have remained seated during the playing of the national anthem, and sided with those who 
demanded instead the 'Caira ... 'He was denounced for his political opinions and had to write to 
Graham of Fintry, his superior in the Excise, denying that he was a disaffected subject. 20 In a second 
letter to Fin try he explained his principles more fully, and claimed that while he had been an 
'enthusiastic votary' of France 'in the beginning of the business', her 'old avidity for conquest' had 
altered his sentiments. 21 With this letter he enclosed a song (K395), the final stanza of which might 
have reflected good natured loyalty: 

But truce with commotions and new-fangled notions, 
A bumper I trust you'll allow: 

Here's George our gude king and Charlotte his Queen, 
And lang may they tak a gude mowe! 

(Chorus: And why shouldna poor folk mowe, mowe, mowe, etc.) 
His sentiments in regard to George's fellow monarch, Catherine of Russia, are slightly more 

doubtful: 
Auld Kate laid her claws on poor Stanislaus, 

And Poland has bent like a Bow: 
May the deil in her a- ram a huge pr-ck o' brass! 

And damn her in he-II with a mowe! 
(21-4) 

While the stanza on Brunswick shows a distinct sympathy for the forces he had been unable to 
crush: 

When Br-nsw-ck's great Prince cam a cruising to Fr-nee 
Republican billies to cowe, 

Bawd Br-nsw-c's great Prince wad hae shawn better sense, 
At hame with his Princess to mowe. 

(9-12) 

Despite Burns's two letters to Fintry it is clear that he lost none of his support for the French 
Revolution. To Mrs. Dunlop he expressed the 'private sentiments' that 'gagged a humble 
placeman', 22 then assailed her with a diatribe that the protectors of his reputation have spared 
posterity,n and later apologised lest a quotation he made in French might be incorrect, as it would 
have gone against his soul 'to mar anything belonging to that gallant people'. 24 He expressed his 
feeling lyrically in April 1793 with his 'Address to General Dumourier' (K401) in which he taunted 
the French traitor, beginning: 'You're welcome to Despots, Dumourier'. 

Rumours spread that Burns had lost his job because of his political opinions. On hearing this 
John Erskine of Mar wrote to Burns's friend Glenriddell, offering to take out a subscription on the 
poet's behalf. Glenriddell showed Burns the letter, and he immediately wrote to thank Mar for his 
concern, telling him that he was still employed in the Excise, and took the opportunity to state some 
of his principles. He claimed to be a poor man by birth and an Exciseman by necessity, and that 
his family gave him a bigger stake in the kingdom than any dukedom; that his growing sons had 
souls ill qualified to fill the bodies of slaves and that he woulo allow nothing to wrest from them 
their birthright as independent Britons. He concluded with the statement that he stood between 'the 
uniformed mob' and the 'tinself court', and it was on people like him, 'elevated enough in life to 
reason and reflect, and yet low enough to keep clear of the venal contagion of a. Court', who were 
the nation's stength. 25 Two points in this letter might indicate a change in Burns's attitudes: first 
the reference to British traditions rather than Scottish, and second an apparent drawing away from 
the people. In the first place it should be noted that Burns is addressing an aristocrat, albeit a 'friend 
of liberty', and his language is couched accordingly: it is the old conflict of low birth and patronage. 
The British/Scottish emphasis is another aspect of his dilemma over Jacobitism. As regards the mob, 
it is the uninformed mob he is referring to, and there is no evidence (indeed the contrary is the 
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case) that he wanted to keep them ignorant. And it might be noted that just a few weeks before 
writing this letter to Mar, Burns was asking for twenty presentation copies of the Edinburgh edition 
for 'a few Great Folks whom I respect, and a few Little Folks whom I love'. 26 

The public face and private opinions of Burns were in constant conflict. Asked to give a song at 
a celebration in the King's Arms commemorating the victory of Rodney over the French on 12 April 
1782, he replied with 'A Toast' (K402) which contains the obligatory loyalty: 

But this is qualified: 

The next in succession, I'll give you the King. 
Whoe'er wou'd betray him, on high may he swing ... 

(5-6) 

And here's the grand fabric, our free Constitution, 
As built on the base of the great Revolution. 

(7-8) 
Burns finished with a salute to liberty that was increasinly becoming a tainted word: 

And who wou'd to Liberty e'er prove disloyal, 
May his son be his hangman, and he his first trial. 

(11-12) 
This was Burns's public face - ambiguous, but provocative. invocations to liberty became 

increasingly foolhardy as the governmental terror tightened. Burns's next song in support of the 
Revolution was allegorical, and when it appeared in the Morning Chronicle on 8 May 1794 it did 
so anonymously. 'Robert Bruce's March to bannockburn' (K425) was written in August 1793, 
ostensibly celebrating the defeat of Edward IT of England by the Scots, but recalling, as Burns 
commented privately, 'struggles ... not quite so ancient'. 27 The parallels were obvious, the last stanza 
an unmistakable urging to 'vivre libre ou mourir': 

Lay the proud usurpers low! 
Tyrants fall in every foe! 
LIBERTY'S in every blow! 
Let us Do - or DIE!!! 

George Washington's birthday allowed Burns to toast the American hero's health in the 'Ode to 
Liberty' (K451). Not one of Burns's best poems, the words 'despot' and 'tyrant' appear no fewer 
than seven times, 'freedom' and 'liberty' five times. The first stanza refers directly to the American 
War, in which the 'despot of Columbia's race' has the broken chains of his freed subjects dashed in 
his face. The second is a more general invocation to resist tyranny and to maintain instead the 
'Royalty of Man'. The third calls on the free-born Briton to disown the stand taken by England in 
the European War, a war of freedom against tyranny in which Britain has taken the dishonourable 
side. In the concluding stanza Burns returns to the theme of Scottish independence, which he 
identifies with liberty, and to Wallace, Scotland's first great nationalist. 

Burns did not escape the repercussions of his private and not so private utterances, although he 
did manage to retain his job as an Exciseman. He was shunned by some, and the Loyal Natives, a 
Dumfries political club founded in January 1793 'for preserving Peace, Liberty and Property, and 
for supporting the Laws and Constitution of the Country'28 singled him out for its abuse. Burns 
responded with two biting quatrains (K450 and K475), and added two others cursing the agents of 
depotism and asking that Heaven banish Slave and Despot to oblivion (K412C). And Burke, to 
whom Bums showed no malice in his passing references to him before 1789, he dismisses in a few 
deadly lines (K478): 

Oft I have wonder'd. that on Irish ground 
No poisonous Reptile ever has been found: 
Revealed the secret stands of great Nature's work: 
She preserved her poison to create a Burke! 

That quatrain was said to be by 'a friend to Mr. Hastings', but it is undoubtedly aimed at the 
author of the Reflections on the Revolution in France. 

The counter-revolutionary terror that reigned in Scotland from the beginning of 1793 was both 
official and unofficial. At the official level it was highlighted by the treason trials presided over by 

62 



the v1c10us and vindictive Lord Braxfield, bullying his specially selected juries and passing 
outrageous sentences on those who were to become known as the Scottish Martyrs; by the 
suspension of Habeas Corpus in May 1794; and by the passing of the Two Acts in November/ 
December 1795 against 'seditious meetings' and 'treasonable practices'. At the unofficial level it was 
directed against those who said the wrong thing or were suspected of thinking the wrong thing, and 
varied from dismissal from one's job to having credit stopped at the bank, or to facing a boycott if 
you were a suspect shopkeeper. 29 

As a government employee in a provincial town, who also happened to be Scotland's national 
poet, Burns's apparent recantations of Jacobin sympathies are less surprising than his continued 
expression of them. His despatch of the four carronades to the French Legislative Assembly in April 
179230 was before the government clampdown; his expression of radical sympathies in November 
1792 was quickly silenced by the beginning of the repression. But throughout 1792 and 1793 he 
could not restrain his impetuosity; in September 1793 he presented a copy of Delolme's Constitution 
of England to the Dumfries Public Library and had to return the following day to paste over the 
provocative comment he had inscribed in it;31 in December he embarrassed himself socially in his 
anxiety to speak to 'a man to whom the interests of humanity are dear' and who had made a name 
for himself as an advocate of reform;32 in July his toast 'May our success in the present war be equal 
to the justice of our cause' almost ended in a duel. 33 In January 1795 he finally broke the patience 
of the conservative Mrs. Dunlop when he expressed his disapproval of their friend Dr. Moore's 
'whining over the deserved fate of a certain pair of Personages. - What is there in the delivering 
over a perjured Blockhead and an unprincipled Prostitute to the hands of the hangman, that it 
,should arrest for a moment, attention, in an eventful hour .. .'34 

- an accurate, if brutal, summary 
of the late French monarch. 

Throughout this time Burns's closest friends were all liberals: Cunningham, Cleghorn and Stuart 
in I!dinburgh; Syme and Maxwell in Dumfries - the latter a Catholic doctor of high social standing, 
who had been present as a National Guard at the execution of Louis XVI in January 1793, and who 
preserved as a souvenir of the occasion the handerkchief he had dipped in the decapitated monarch's 
blood. 35 Burns was also known to write letters for his less literate friends, and one that has been 
preserved is to the Morning Chronicle, in which the author complains at not having received the 
number that contained the Marquis of Lansdowne's attack on the passing of the Two Acts. 36 When 
Henry Erskine was deposed from his long held position of Dean of the Faculty of Advocates for 
his opposition to the Two Acts, 37 Burns wrote the Ballad on 'The Dean of Faculty' (K515) which 
concludes with the sarcastic congratulations to the 'sublime majority' who voted Erskine's 

deposition: With your Honors and a certain King 
In your servants this is striking -

The more incapacity they bring, 
The more they're to your liking. 

The most decisive factor in restraining Burns's expression of opinion, however, was that he was 
the father of a young family to whose welfare he was committed. Burns's correspondence includes 
several letters showing his concern for his family, 38 and like most of the opinions recorded there 
they also found expression in rhyme. When he accepted the job with the Excise, Burns commented 
ruefully about 'searching auld wives' barrels', but explaining; 

These muvin' things ca'd wives and weans 
Wad muve the very hearts o' stanes. 

(K193; 5-6) 
To Dr. Blacklock he wrote some time later: 

I hae a wife and twa wee laddies, 
They maun hae brose and brats o' duddies; 
Ye ken yoursels my heart right proud is, 

I need na vaunt; 
But I'll sned boosoms and thraw sough-woodies 

Before they want. 
(K273B; 31-6) 
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These were the pressing concerns that reduced Burns, at the beginning of 1795, not to menial 
labour, but to joining the Dumfries Volunteers. Burns took out further insurance against political 
persecution by writing a song for the Volunteers that appeared in the Courant and other papers in 
May of that year. 39 Of all the songs and poems Burns wrote, 'The Dumfries Volunteers· (K484) is 
that which conservatives seize on when they want to claim him for their cause. This song is not anti
revolutionary, however, but anti-French. 

With the fall of Robespierre the French Revolution underwent a change of ideals, as the more 
conservative bourgeois republicans regained control; but there is no evidence that this affected 
Burns's view of events. As early as December 1791 Robespierre, in his opposition to a declaration 
of war, had declared that no one would welcome 'armed missionaries'. Scotland was not the only 
country in which this prophecy would be fulfilled. Faced by the threat of invasion Burns's British 
nationalism, which he never denied, took over from Scottish nationalism. He would no more tolerate 
foreign interference in British affairs than British interference in American affairs in the 1770s: 

BF BRITAIN still to BRITAIN TRUE, 
Amang oursels united; 

For never but by British hands 
Must British wrongs be righted. 

(13-16) 
The fourth and concluding stanza is of the purest patriotism, but even then Burns cannot resist 

a final jab: 
Who will not sing, GOD SAVE THE KING, 

Shall hang as high 's the steeple; 
But while we sing, GOD SAVE THE KING, 

We'll ne'er forget THE PEOPLE! 
At the same time as Burns was throwing out this sop to the establishment, he was writing the 

song that has been seen as the International of World Brotherhood: 'For a' that, and a' that (K482). 
It is a song that includes many of the thoughts of the young Burns, shorn of their resignation and 
acquiescence: rebellious and defiant, it pictures a goal to be achieved. The first four verses repeat 
Burns's familiar themes of human equality amidst social inequality; of spiritual independence in a 
world of physical subservience; of human values against social fashions; of natural wit beside tutored 
knowledge. These are not offered as consolations against the material facts of life, but as a challenge. 
The challenge is to overcome man's inhumanity to man, not in death, but in a world where all men 
are brothers: 

For a' that, and a' that, 
It's coming yet for a' that, 

That Man to Man the warld o'er, 
Shall brothers be for a' that. (37-40) 

Just as some conservatives like to remind us of 'The Dumfries Volunteers', some socialists like 
to represent 'For a' that and a' that' as socialistic. In fact it is a song with strong elements of an 
eighteenth-century freemasonry that could propound the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity. 

For Burns fraternity and equality were one and the same. In pessimistic mood he wrote: 
Lord help me thro' this warld o' care! 
I'm weary sick o't late and air! 
No but I hae a richer share 

Than monie ithers; 
But why sould aw man better fare, 

And a' Men brithers! 
(K273B, 37-42) 

But he had no plan, nor did he ever directly express the wish, for economic levelling. He was an 
eighteenth-century moralist, and not an industrial age economist: in this he was little different from 
the radicals at home or even the most extreme of the French revolutionaries before Babeuf, whose 
violent denunciations of wealth masked a basic commitment to the rights of property, and whose 
attacks on wealth were on wealth gained by immoral means. Burns dismisses rather than denounces 
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And welcomes instead all 

... selfish, warly race, 
What think that havins, sense an' grace, 
Ev'n love an' friendship should give place 

To catch-the-plack! 
(K57, 115-18) 

ye whom social pleasure charms, 
Whose hearts the tide of kindness warms, 
Who hold your being on the terms, 

'Each aid the others,' 
Come to my bowl, come to my arms, 

My friends, my brothers! 
(121-6) 

In his poems he thought that to each should it be given according to his needs, and in his own 
life he gave according to his abilities. But if Burns dreamed of equality and practised fraternity, the 
author of 'Auld Lang Syne' (K240) would not have sacrificed the latter to the former. Nor could 
he have suffered the quality that underlies his ideas of fraternity to be exchanged for a mere 
sentimental conviviality. Unfortunately this has too often been the case, and while it has won Burns 
a more universal approval, it has debased the democratic ideals that are present in all his writings. 

In practical terms Burns favoured Reform, but as a poet he held to the ideas of the French 
Revolution, and in their widest application. These ideals he never rejected. As an active politician 
Burns's role was negligible. There is no evidence that he joined the Friends of the People or any 
similar association. The role of a poet in any case is not to become a committee man or part of a 
pressure group; rather it is to inspire ideals. By refusing to become a party hack a poet does not 
cease to influence politics. It is for the politician to change institutions, it is for the poet to change 
their minds. Be it in his Scottish nationalism inspired by a desire for freedom from southern 
domination, or in the greater freedom that transcends national boundaries, Burns's faith in fraternity 
remained unshaken. In this he was a man of the Enlightenment, but the circumstances of his life 
and the way in which he addressed his fellow men have ensured that his message still has relevance 
today. 
1 Both quotations are taken from Jane Burgoyne. 'Foreign interest in Burns in 1973'. Burns Chronicle. 1974, pp. 84-5. 
2 It would be a wearisome task to try to give a complete list of these, but as a few examples compare the following to be found in 

the Burns Room of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow: W. J. Fox, Lectures Addressed Chiefly to the Working Classes, 1840 - the self
help movement (BR 65655): W. Elder. 'Robert Burns as Freethinker, Poet and Democrat', 1881-frcethinkers (BR 52728): J. Steel. 
'Robert Burns: Religious Reformer and Political Revolutionary', 1897 - Scottish independence (BR I 54837): James Taylor, 'Robert 
Burns, Patriot and Internationalist', 1926 - internationalism (BR 504015): A. G. McKnight, 'Robert Burns, the Poet of Liberalism', 
1929 - Henry George movement (BR 504014). 

3 Two committed articles that stand out for their solid sense among the blasts of nonsense that have been written on this subject: 
John Clarke, Robert Burns and his Politics, published for the Glasgow Labour College, Glasgow, 1925. and reprinted from the 
journal Forward (BR 508453); J. R. Campbell. Burns, the Democrat (BR 557243), Glasgow, 1945, who finishes a carefully written 
article by having capitalism swept into the dustbin of history by the onward march to freedom of his beloved land. See also the 
pamphlet approaching the proportions of a book put out by the l.L.P. in 1910: William Stewart, Burns and the Common People, 
new edition. London. 1925. 
_.Since the claims of the Left on Burns are more immediately obvious, this is the more interesting phenomenon: there can be no 

doubt that the official policy of the Burns Federation before 1950 was to dissociate Burns from radical politics. The embarrassment 
caused the Burns Federation by the popularising of Burns in Russia and the visit by Marshak and other Soviet Burnsians just after 
the war is revealed in the 1949 article by the then President of the Burns Federation, Sir Patrick Dollan: 'The Communists and 
Robert Burns'. 

Editorial selection reinforced editorial policies in safeguarding Burns' respectability: 'McDiarmid's name and opinions, for 
example, do not find their way into the Chronicle until after 1950. but a toast by the prominent capitalist. Sir Joseph Dobbie, was 
quoted extensively in the Burns Chronicle for 1929, a speech in which Burns was seen as the great social force that would offer a 
solution to current problems by bringing together all the eleinellts in the industrial world through 'the mutual recognition of 
dependence and interdependence of all classes· The following year the Chronicle included excerpts from an election speech by 
Stanley Baldwin in which he thought it expedient to quote from Burns to support his cause. 

There are two articles in the Bums Chronicle on Burns\ politics. however, that give neutral accounts: in 1912, a rather dull 
summary by E. S. Pinnington. and then in 1936 and 1937 a reprint of the article by E. S. Brown, 'The Political Ideas of Robert 
Burns', that first appeared in the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters papers, XIX, 1934. 477-91. Probably the best attempt 
to make a conservative of Burns is the essay by W. P. Ker in his Two Essays: Don Quixote; the Politics of Burns (n.p., 1918). Ker 
argues that Burns was a Pittite at least until 1789. and dismisses anything he wrote after the Kilmarnock edition as irrelevant. 

5 T. Crawford. Burns: A Study of the Poems and Songs, Edinburgh and London, 1960. I am in basic agreement with Crawford's 
analysis of Burns as 'the poet of democracy'. although I believe he reads too much revolutionary sentiment into poems like 'The 
Death and Dying Words of Poor Mailie' and 'The Author's Earnest Cry and Prayer· (pp. 77-82. 154). In turn Crawford seems rightly 
to criticise recent Soviet works on Burns for stretching some and omitting other evidence to fit Burns into the right side in the class 
struggle (ibid., p. 340). 

h Auguste Angellier, Robert Burns: La Vie, les oeuvres, 2 vols. Paris, 1893, JI 206. His exact words are: 'ii ressentit aussi la reaction 
que nous :.!.vuns vue dam, Wordsworth et Coleridge. Il redevint anglais, plus subitement qu'eux' Angellier is not in fact saying that 
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Burns went against the Revolution, but it is clear than Angellier finds it difficult to distinguish between his country and the 
Revolution: to dismiss the one was to dismiss the other. 

7 Henry W. Meikle, Scotland and the French Revolution, 1912; repr. London. 1969. p. 121. 
'T. C. Smout. A History of the Scottish People: 1560-1830, Fontana edition, 1972. p. ·175. 
"In his letter to the music publisher Thomson, enclosing a copy of the song. See J. De Lancey Ferguson. The Letters of Robert 

Burns, 2 vols, Oxford, 1931. II. 284. All subsequent quotations of Burns's correspondence are from this edition. 
Ill I have used the definitive edition of Burns's work by James Kinsley. The Po.ems and Songs of Roberr Burns, 3 vols. Oxford. 1968. 
11 I have extrapolated this conclusion from E. P. Thompson. Education and Experience, Fifth Mansbridge Memorial Lecture. Leeds, 

1967. In this article Thompson does not mention Burns: however. his description of the fate of ·peasant" poets like Stephen Duck. 
Ann Yearsley and the shoemaker's apprentice Robert Bloomfield in the hands of the paternalistic system should be compared with 
Burns's resistance to it; similarly most of what he has to say about Wordsworth and the common man can be applied to Burns (see 
espeically pp. 1-11). But Burns. of course. preceded Wordsworth. I am indebted to my colleague Alex Tyrrell for drawing this article 
to my attention. • 

I:! See his comments to Mrs. Dunlop: 'Politics is dangerous ground for me to tread on. and yet I cannot for the soul of me re~ist 
an impulse of anything like Wit' (Ferguson. Letters, I. 321). 
"!bid., !I, 292. 
"!bid., !I. 90. 
15 The clearest statement of this view i~ in his letter to the Edinburgh Evening Courant of 8 November 1788. See ibid .. I. 269-71. 
10 Burns incurred Mr~. Dunlop's ·Joyal displeasure' for the disrespect shown the Kmg in 'A Dream· (ibjd .. I. 86), but this did not 

prevent him continuing to annoy her with his anti-Hanoverian comments. When he sent her a copy of his poem satirising the public 
reaction to the King's recovery from insanity he noted: 'As I am not devoutly attached to a certain monarch. I cannot say that my 
heart runs any risk of bursting ... with the struggling emotions of gratitude. G - forgive me for speaking iH of dignities! but I must 
say that I look on the whole business as a solemn farce of pageant mummery· (ibid .. I. 329). 

17 Kinsley\ claim that the dating of 1790 i~ ·obviously correct' (Poems, III. 1326). is based on.the events mentioned in the poem: 
it was written during Warren Hastings·~ impeachment (1788-1795): after the King recovered his wits in the spring of 1789, but before 
the death of Joseph II on 20 February 1790. Kinsley's second and third pieces of evidence make the first redundant, but still leave 
the period between March 1789 and February 1790 as possible dates for the completion of this poem. Thus it could have been April, 
May or June 1789. 

Events in France are mentioned in three of Mrs. Dunlop·s letters to Burns of this period. On 13 July she asked: 'How can we 
connect the present glorious stand of France for freedom with these remaining fetters of the mind? (How long do) the impressions 
made by living under an absolute government remain on the mind, and whether the abject debasement of the lowest class, or the 
overbearing insolence of the very softest of the upper ones, is most disgusting'. On 20 August, still concerned about the fate of her 
daughter who was living there, she referred to 'the commotions of Fra~ce', and a·month later, on 20 September, she mentioned a 
compliment that 'breathes French freedom' See William Wallace, Robert Burns and Mrs. Dunlop, London. 1898. pp. 184. 200, 210. 

1 ~ There are several passing references to this in the correspondence, but see ibid., xi. 
19 Ferguson, Letters, II. 131. 
'" See ibid., !I, !39-40. 
" !bid., ll. 143-5. 
" See ibid., !I, 137. 
"!bid., li, 141. 
~4 Ibid .. II. 142. The passage continues: 'though my real sentiments of them shall be confined alone to my correspondence with you'. 
"!bid., ll, 171. 
"!bid., !I, 151. 
27 Ibid., II. 196. This was in the Postscript of a letter to Thomson enclosing a copy of the song. To Maria Riddell, who also 

sympathised with the Revolution. he concluded a letter in which he enclosed a love song and 'Bannockburn': 'So much for my two 
favorite topics, Love & Liberty' (ibid .. II, 218). The trial of Thomas Muir began the day Burns wrote the letter to Thomson. 30 
August 1793; Muir had just been condemned when Maria Riddell received hers. 
'" See Kinsley, Poems, lll. 1453. 
:!
9 See Meikle, Scotland and the French Revolution, p. 155. 

30 On this subject see the article by H. W. Meikle in the Burns Chronicle for 1934, in which he uses the recently released evidence 
from the Abbotsford Collection to refute the 'sceptical dogmatist' F. B. Snyder's declaration that: 'The brig Rosamond affair should 
be absolutely deleted from any account of Burns' life'. See also Snyder's reply: 'Burns and the smuggler Rosamond', New York, 
1935 (BR 508489). 

31 See Ferguson. Letters, II. 211. 
" !bid .. !!, 220-1. 
:13 Ibid .. II. 249-50. Cf. also his undocumented toasts: 'To the last verse of the last chapter of the last book of Kings!' and that to 

the French: 'May we never see them and they never see us' Or when asked to toast William Pitt, his supposed refusal, suggesting 
'a better man, George Washington· . 

.1
4 His anti-Hanoverian statements had annoyed her from the first, and she could only have been distressed by the above comment. 

On 12 July 1791 Mrs. Dunlop wrote to Burns saying that she thought Paine's pamphlet was 'much calculated to show the favouring 
the 'equal and independent rights of man. with a view to abrogate all the partial distinctions of nobility and wealth, and destroy the 
claims of primogeniture along with the pageant of Royalty and all those hereditary honours which it is so natural for us to Jove and 
clasp at either in reversion or prospect while we revere our parents or are attracted to our children' (Wallace, Burns and Mrs. Dunlop, 
pp. 327-8). On 16 March 1793 she thre<ltened to cut off their correspondence in view of his political comments (ibid .. p. 379). and 
on 8 September 1794 she again criticised him in a similar vein, particularly for the remarks in praise of liberty that accompanied his 
Ode to Liberty. She claimed that like him she had once been fond of that theme, but now it was too much associated with 'the 
society of butchers' (ibid .. p. 407). In view of such warnings it would almost seem as though Burns was deliberately provoking her. 

J5 Maxwell is my most intimate friend, and one of the first characters I ever met With: but on account of his Politics is rather shunned 
by some high Aristocrates: though his Family and Fortune entitle him to the first circles' (Burns to Mrs. Dunlop, September 1794; 
see Ferguson, Letters, II. 259). The bloodsoaked handerkchief story seems to be accepted by most biographers. See e.g. the most 
recent biography: Robert T. Fitzhugh, Robert Bums: the Man and the Poet, Boston. p. 378. 

36 See ibid., II. 285-6. Burns emphasises the British tradition in this letter, which is similar to the one he sent to Erskine of Mar. 
37 See Meikle. Scotland (lnd the French Revolution, p. 159. 
38 In addition to the letters to Fintry and Mar quoted above (nos. 528. and 558 in Ferguson Letters), see that to Peter Millar where 

he declines an offer of employment on Perry's Morning Chronicle on the grounds that his political opinions might endanger the 
security of his family, whereas if he had been 'an insular individual. unconnected with a wife and a family of children, with the most 
fervid enthusiasm I would have volunteered my services' (ibid., II, 239-41). 

39 See W. Will, Robert Burns as Volunteer, Glasgow, 1919. This pamphlet purports to bring some 'fresh facts which further help 
to confound the poet's critics' and is dedicated to fellow members of the London Bums Club 'which has for 50 years upheld the fame 
and defended the name of Robert Burns in the capital city of the Empire'". Writing just after World War I, Will is anxious to confound 
the critics who claimed that Burns was not sincere in his duties as a volunteer, and· that he joined merely to cover up for his political 
heresies. 
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TAKING THE BARD TO CALGARY 
by Alex Milloy 

During a visit to Canada and the United States last autumn I was invited to give a talk at the Kerby 
Centre for Seniors in Calgary, Alberta. The subject I chose was Robert Burns. But first let me tell 
you about Kerby Centre. It is one of the largest centres of its kind in Canada with 4,855 members 
and the citizens of Calgary are justifiably proud of it. 

According to its brochure 
If you're in the 60-plus crowd, the Kerby 
Centre is the place to be. Seniors operate 
the Centre for seniors - they know your needs. 

This knowledge is reflected in the variety of activities offered: painting, creative writing, dancing 
- ballroom to bop, lectures and lapidary are just a smattering of the 80 courses offered throughout 
the year. Fifteen clubs operate at Kerby. You can play a rubber, weave a tablecloth, or perfect your 
Spanish. There is chess, crib, crafts, old-time dance, singles. mat-bowling and disco dancing. The 
Centre hosts at least two functions monthly - dinners, dances, fashion shows. A licensed dining
room accommodates 150 people and has live music. A professional chef provides excellent meals 
at a nominal cost. 

Other important activities are a travel club, shops, and a health studio equipped to check blood 
pressure, blood sugar and weight, and to give advice on exercise routines, weight control and healthy 
eating. Professional social workers offer individual or family counselling and there is a housing 
registry which provides an up-to-date list of suitable, available accommodation and distributes rent 
rebate application forms. 

The Centre also provides adult day care. The Board of Directors describe this as 'planned social 
and recreational activities with some personal care and health services'. They emphasise that these 
programs are not 'sitting' services. They are dedicated to maintaining, and where possible 
enhancing, the coping skills of frail and impaired people. 

It was in this environment that I set the scene for my talk. I decided that the two hours allotted 
to me would take the form of a presentation of the life of Robert Burns and that, as far as possible, 
this would be done using the poet's own words. Although I have my own complete set of the poems 
and songs I borrowed the three volumes of James Kinsley's edition of The Poems and Songs of 
Robert Burns since they include a very full commentary. For the letters I used The Letters of Robert 
Burns by J. de Lancey Ferguson in G. Ross Roy's second edition. I am indebted to Leicester 
University for permission to borrow these books over a fairly lengthy period. 

From the poems and letters I compiled a 'life' with some connecting words of my own. I began 
with 'There was a lad' and included some of the less well known poems as well as such favourites 
as 'To a Mouse', 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and parts of Tam o' Shanter'. Selections from the letters 
covered the one the Poet wrote to his father from Irvine, some of the Clarinda correspondence, 
parts of the autobiographical letter to Dr. John Moore and most of the short letters which Burns 
wrote to his wife and his father-in-law just before he died. I finished with a description of the Poet's 
funeral and concluded with 'My Luve is Like a Red, Red Rose'. 

I was, quite frankly, nervous about a presentation which presented such linguistic problems. As 
a native of Kilmarnock my accent and my knowledge of the language were up to the task but I had 
no idea how a Canadian audience would cope with this problem. In the event my presentation was 
received enthusiastically. In talking to my listeners afterwards I found that only two of them had 
been born in Britain - and they were Mancunians who had never been to Scotland! Only a few of 
the Canadian-born members of the audience had ever visited Scotland but all of them assured me 
that, even when some of the words had been completely foreign to them, they had still understood 
the meaning and the feeling of the poetry. 

It was a great privilege to have this opportunity of meeting the seniors of the Kerby Centre and 
of sharing the poetry of Robert Burns with them. 
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ROBERT BURNS - MUSICIAN 

by Janetta Gould 

It is almost 200 years since Robert Burns died. During this time, scholarly and dedicated people 
have found a variety of ways of 111aintaining the poet's fame, which have proved their success, and 
their worth, in presenting the works of Burns to a wide public. The poet's life, his letters, poems 
comments and the words of his songs have been thoroughly examined by generations of Burns 
scholars. 

But when one comes to consider the music of the songs, one finds a lack of Something; not 
information; not performance; not variety. It seems to me that there is an ingredient which the 
literary-minded scholars have missed, which is still to be uncovered - before the songs can take their 
rightful place alongside the biography, letters, {:Omments and poems. I think I know what that 
Something is. It could bring greater understanding and added interest in Burns's songs to all kinds 
of musically-minded people, listeners and performers alike, and give Burns's songs an increased 
relevance in the twentieth century. 

Where does one find Burns Songs? The most accessible sources include the following:
Authorised editions of the Poems, giving words only, and the Name of the Air. Johnson's Musical 
Museum (1787-1803), giving words, together with the airs, which are unaccompanied, but have 
figured basses, or some other indications for an accompanist. They are often bowed for violin
playing, not phrased for singing. Thomson's A Select Collection of Original Scottish Airs ( 1793-1818) 
where accompaniments were provided by a number of distinguished musicians, of whom the first 
was Pleyel. J. C. Dick's edition, described as the standard edition of the songs, where - like the 
Museum - : .. he airs are unaccompanied, but have been edited for singing. Many 19th and 20th century 
collection;, n<Jl exclusively Burns, which give simple accompaniments easily rendered by the 
'average' piaycr. 
· Sometimes an air which presented difficulty in singing or in harmonisation, would be replaced by 
another, composed by a musician of the day. Many of these are still in use, in preference to the 
originals. More recently however, there have been collections which seek to bring the original airs 
back into favour, with arrangements by some of our leading musicians. 

In all of the above, Burns's words have been left more or less alone, although the music has been 
subjected to the changes of taste and usage which have occurred over the years. Most of these 
editions, and much of the music connected withg Burns celebrations generally, are - quite rightly 
- directed towards Burns enthusiasts, who know and love the poems, and appreciate hearing the 
better-known songs sung. But I feel that the general attitude towards the songs is to think of them 
as poems with music added, and not - as it should be - the other way round. 

Burns's attitude to his songs was quite different from that towards his poems. Of the latter, he 
was justly proud, and took the remuneration and acclaim he received from them as his due. Of his 
songs he was no less proud, but his letters and comments suggest that he approached this side of 
his work differently - perhaps more studiously. He thought enough of it to devote the wh0le of the 
latter part of his life to writing lyrics for music almost exclusively, with no remuneration, a.nd only 
indirect acclaim. Although most of the songs spring from his maturity as a writer, it is interesting 
to note that his very first poetic effusion, as a teenage lad, was an attempt to match words to music. 

In all cases of song-making, the music already existed. We find numerous references to music in 
his Commonplace Books, "remarks" and letters. I have chosen a few with a direct bearing on the 
subject of music: 

To the Rev. George Lawrie, Burns writes: "By far the most agreeable hours I spent in Edinburgh 
must be placed to the account of Miss Lawrie and her pianoforte. " 1 

To Mr. MrAuley of Dumbarton:"/ am extremely fond of the psalm . .. and the other, 'Lo, children 
are God's heritage', in which last, Mrs. Burns, who by the by has a glorious woodnote wild, joins 
me with the pathos of Handel's Messiah. "2 

To Charles Sharpe, Esq: "/am a fiddler and a poet . .. Whenever I feel inclined to rest myself on 
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my way, I take my seat under a hedge, laying my poetic wallet on my one side, and my fiddle case 
on the other. "3 

To 'my dear Countrywoman': "Your piano and you together have played the deuce somehow about 
my heart."4 

Here are some from his 'Remarks on Scottish Song', contained in an interleaved copy of Johnson's 
Museum: 

On 'Highland Laddie' ... "Another of this name is Dr. Arne's beautiful air, called the new 
'Highland laddie'.'"' 

On 'The Posie' ... "The old verses to which it was sung, when I took down the notes from a country 
girl's voice, had no great merit''. 6 

On 'Fife and all the Lands' ... "He as well as I, often gave Johnson verses, trifling enough, perhaps, 
but they served as a vehicle to the music. " 7 

On 'The Tears I shed' ... "It wanted four lines to make all the stanzas suit the music, which I 
added. "8 

Most of his musical comments however, are contained in the extensive correspondence he had 
with Mr. George Thomson. 

Several of Burns's friends were musicians, notably Stephen Clarke. the organist and violinist who 
helped him a great deal with the musical side of his work; Neil Gow, violinist and composer; Mr. 
Fraser of Edinburgh, who is referred to by Burns in his letters as playing over melodies on his 
hautboy. Many of his acquintances were instrumental players, and several of his 'charmers' had, 
among their attributes, a good singing voice. He appears also, to have enjoyed hearing the piano 
played. There is plenty of evidence to suggest that his 'muse' was frequently set off by hearing music. 

There is also plenty of evidence, in his correspondence with Thomson, of his own knowledge of 
music, which was not superficial. For example:-

"There is a peculiar rhythmus in many of our airs, a necessity of adapting syllables. to the 
emphasis or what I would call the feature notes of a tune, that cramps the poet, and lays him under 
almost insuperable difficulties. " 9 

"Duncan Gray . .. that kind of light-horse gallop of an air that precludes sentiment. The ludicrous 
is its ruling feature." 10 

"The business of many of our tunes wanting at the beginning what our fiddlers call the starting 
note, is often a rub to us poor rhymers." 11 

"that crinkum crankum air, Robin Adair has run so in my head ... " 12 

"There'll never be Peace: the second, or high part of the tune, (being a repetition of the first part 
an octave higher) is only for instrumental music, and would be much better omitted in the singing.""' 

"No 36 (Drimen Duff) is the real tune of Hughie Graham as sung in some places; in others, it is 
sung to a different and pleasing little air yet unknown to the world. I neglected to take down the 
notes when I met with it, and now it is out of my power." 14 (This implies that he was capable of 
writing music down, and was in the habit of doing so. See also The Posie6 above). 

"Fee him Father: Fraser plays it slow - in fact, he makes it the language of despair. Were it 
possible, in singing, to give it half the pathos which Fraser gives it in playing, it would make an 
admirably pathetic song." 15 

"Sleepst thou or wakest thou; I allow the first four lines to be repeated. If you inspect the air in 
that part, you will find that it also, with a quaver of difference, is the same passage repeated -
exactly on the footing of other slow Scots airs as they, you know, arc twice sung over." 16 

"Roy's Wife and Rothiemurche: In the first part of both the rhythm is so peculiar and so irregular. 
and on that irregularity depends so much of their beauty, that we must take them in all their 
wildness, and humour the verse accordingly." 17 

"This is no' my ain hoose puzzles me a good deal; in fact, I think to change the old rhythm of 
the first or chorus part of the tune will have a good effect; sqmething like the gallop of the following: 
This is no' my ain body". 18 (This shows that Burns did change the tunes slightly, to give a more 
polished effect.) 

I endorse the following theories propounded by J. C. Dick in his Preface to The Songs of Robert 
Burns (1903), and in his Introduction to Notes on Scottish Song. by Robert Burns (1908):-
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1. that Burns was much more a musician than is generally imagined 
2. that there was an inherent talent for music in Burns 
3. that music meant a great deal to him, and was the motivating influence on his genius for song

making. 

Dick states his case very clearly, giving examples of evidence from Burns's own writing, many of 
which agree with mine, and which are well worth studying. My thoughts correspond with Dick's in 
general terms, but the results differ from his, owing to the manner in which I interpret my findings. 

Most of Burns's biographers have ignored the musical side of his personality, dismissing him as 
tone deaf, lacking an interest in music, etc. This misconception has apparently been based on a 
report by Robert's schoomaster, Murdoch, which has been accepted by other writers. No doubt 
Murdoch was sincere in his description of Robert as being far behind the rest of the school, with a 
dull ear, and un-tunable voice. Yet it is possible that the boy was 'having him on' - a quiet bit of 
fun at the expense of his master, in a subject where the master was not so skilled as he might have 
been. It would certainly explain how such a seemingly dull pupil could furnish in later life, absolute 
proof of his musical ability and skill, reconciling once and for all, Murdoch's description with the 
Thomson letters. 

In later years, Burns was very modest about his musical talents and attainments. He inserts into 
his letters and journals little remarks about himself - 'my singing, such as it is' - 'Heaven knows, 
we are no singers!' - 'I am not musical scholar enough to prick down my tune properly'. This attitude 
is easy to understand when one has met talented people who know enough about a subject to realise 
their own limitations. The more they learn, the more there is to learn, and the less they seem to 
know. What strikes me is not so much the remarks and comments Burns made on music, per se, 
but the fact that, being a poet, he made them at all. These comparisons would point to the idea that 
Burns had indeed a fair knowledge of music. 

Dick is very insistent that Burns was interested only in the melody, that the higher forms of music 
were unkown to him, that he had no taste for them. I cannot wholly accept this. There can be no 
doubt that melodic line was Burns's first concern. This was due to his background and upbringing, 
where the only music he heard was presented melodically - in songs, sung by his mother and other; 
in reels and strathspeys etc, played on the violin; in Church worship, where there was unlikely to 
be any instrument, and probably a precentor, for the singing. 

As for the higher forms of music, it is almost certain that he would have had contact with these 
to some extent during his sojourn in Edinburgh. In fact, in the letter to the Rev. Mr. Lawrie from 
Edinburgh, he mentions having been at a concert there. However, music being presented at that 
time was academic and stylised, the initial appeal being to the intellect, rather than to the emotions. 
Having been reared on Scots folk song, whose initial appeal is surely to the emotions, rather than 
the intellect, Burns would not be able to find himself in sympathy with it. 

When Burns set out to make a song, he always started with the melody. He describes in great 
detail, in a letter 19 to Thomson, his method of composition. He says he had to be a complete master 
of the tune. This suggests to me an exercise in musical analysis, so that he was familiar with all 
aspects of the melody - its form, intervals, modulations, climaxes, rhythm, phrasing and cadences. 
I feel quite sure that he intended the resulting production to be a piece of music. Therefore it cannot 
be considered as literary in conception, at least not wholly so. Therefore I assume that he thought 
along musical lines as he worked over the songs, and although the musicianship was not so highly 
developed as the poetic skill, I am convinced it was there. I believe that the acknowledged excellence 
of the songs is due to an understanding of music, and put this forward in addition to Dick's theories 
already described. This, to my mind, is that "something lacking" in considering the songs of Burns 
- a recognition of his inherent musicality. If acknowledged, it should surely be proclaimed, and 
implemented. 

The implementation, however, is fraught with problems, the solutions of which are in the hands 
of musicians. A purely poetic outlook accepts the songs as they come to us in - say - the Museum, 
as finished products, maintaining that the Museum presents the songs in the complete or musical 
form in which Burns wished them to appear. If this is so, all a musician can do is to work out a 
harmonisation in his own taste, or bring figured bass to realisation. He can add virtually nothing to 
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what is already complete, and the accompaniment thus provided will add nothing for singer, 
accompanist or listener. 

To take a stand on the musical side means to recognise that, in their Museum form, the songs 
are incomplete, unfinished. Therefore, I see the task of the musician as being to complete them to 
the best of his ability, as nearly as possible to what they might have become, had be been able to 
collaborate personally with the poet. 

The musician's efforts thus become considerably broadened in scope. He must be guided by the 
poet's own aim, that of preserving the melodies, which was his main concern. Burns even found it 
necessary to make sure that his position on that was made clear to Pleyel, the musician in charge 
of the first accompaniments. 

I have not been able to find any evidence that Burns and Pleyel ever met. The arrangement 
whereby the airs, words and accompaniments travelled to and fro by letter, between Burns in 
Dumfries, Thomson in Edinburgh and Pleyel in London, was collaboration only in the very loosest 
sense. It must have worried Burns; he felt compelled to write to Thomson:- "One hint more let me 
give you. Whatever Mr. Pleyel does, let him not alter one iota of the original airs. I mean in the 
Song department, but let our Scottish national preserve its native features. They are. I own. 
frequently wild, and irreducible to modern rules, but on that very eccentricity perhaps depends a 
great part of their effect. " 20 

Thomson's reply is equally illuminating, as it underlines the inadequacy of the situation. and 
pinpoints its very weakness, while trying to justify it: "Pleyel does not alter a single note of the 
songs. That would be absurd indeed! With the airs which he introduces into the sonatas I allow him 
to take such liberties as he pleases, but that has nothing to do with the songs."::> 1 

This brings me to consideration of Burns's own comments on performance and accompaniment, 
a goodly number of these being in the Thomson letters. In these comments, I find my reasons for 
believing that one cannot accept the songs, as presented in the Museum, as complete and finished. 
at least in the musical sense. Burns's views are quite definite, and are set out clearly, as one would 
expect. 

Speaking of When she cam ben she bobbit, Burns inserts a crotchet rest into his quotation of the 
first stanza, at the ends of the first, second and fourth lines, then he goes on to say:- "This is the 
old rhythm, and by far the most original and beautiful. Let the harmony of the bass at the stops be 
full, and thin and dropping through the rest of the air, and you will give the tune a noble and striking 
effect. " 22 

Now, how does one interpret that statement? How I wish I could have talked to Burns about his 
·intentions! 

Further on in the same letter, he writes: "You cannot, in my opinion, dispense with a bass to 
your addenda airs. A lady of my acquaintance, a noted performer, plays Nae Luck about the House, 
and sings it at the same time so charmingly, that I shall never bear to see any of her songs sent into 
the world as naked as Mr. What-D'ye-call'em has done in his London collection." 

The next was written in a letter dated 6th February 1795, only about 18 months before the poet's 
death, when Pleyel had returned to Paris. Burns writes: 'Tm afraid, sir, that printing your songs in 
the manner of Ritson's would counteract the sale of your greater work. But secluded as I am from 
the world ... I cannot pretend to judge the matter. If you are ultimately frustrated of Pleyel's 
assistance, what think you of applying to Clarke?"23 But Thomson did not take him up on that. 

Burns would appear to have had little opportunity of hearing his songs performed, but his remarks 
point to the assumption that he was conscious of the need for adequate accompaniment. His own 
views on the subject were not implemented, as he died too soon, and would seem to have been 
overlooked in later years. Dick puts it thus: "The Burns tunes illustrate Scottish music from the 
wild erratic airs peculiar to the country, framed on scales and movements so regardless of the 
scholastic rules of musical composition that no satisfactory accompaniments have yet been written 
for them as a whole." 

In his book Robert Burns (1952), David Daiches makes the point that Burns arrived on the literary 
scene at· an 'in-between' stage. Also, music in England, and probably more so in Scotland. was at 
a low ebb at that time. This could explain why there was such an upsurge nf interest in folk songs, 
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of which at least thirty collections appeared before those with which Burns was connected. Was the 
poet "before his time" in his thoughts on Song-making? If there had been a Scottish musician of 
sufficient competence and enthusiasm on hand in 1792, accompaniments might have come down to 
us with the songs, and we could have had a musical inheritance to equal the songs of Schubert. 

Over a period of years, I travelled around the country, and formed many close ties of friendship 
with musicians. The mention to any of them of Burns songs evoked one of three responses: almost 
total ignorance: a 'Huh' and abrupt change of subject: leering reference to fun with the lasses. 

I gather that ignorance is largely due to the practice of having performance restricted to 25th 
January. In saying this, I do not wish to be misunderstood. There are many performances by popular 
singers who do great service, Burns-wise, in their own field. It is only on, or around the 25th that 
concert singers take the opportunity to sing Burns - at least in my experience. How often do you 
find Burns songs included in a recital by one of our top-ranking singers? Not very often, except 
perhaps as a historical novelty. 

The other reactions, I am told, are the outcome of two factors - firstly recollections of 
performances in settings whose value could be described as 'debatable', which for a long time were 
all that were readily available; secondly, recollections of performances associated with convivial 
evenings, though there's nothing wrong with that! 

I mention my experiences of the situation as I have found it, both north and south of the Border. 
Although my memories of such reaction go back some considerable time, I do not think the situation 
has altered very much, as yet. These experiences are part of my reason for attempting to improve 
matters. 

The first accompaniments I produced were for the purpose of obliging a friend, who asked me to 
provide sympathetic accompaniments for a few well-known songs. But already, by the time I had 
completed two songs, I had become involved with study and comment. I Sf!W the melodies in a new 
light, shed on them by Burns himself, who by adapting them to a musicianly as well as a literary 
polish, had lifted them out of the class of folksong. I could no longer think of them as folk songs, 
but more as art songs in embryo. My original approach was thus altered, and a new and more subtle 
approach to the proposed accompaniments was required. I decided to attempt their construction 
from various definite parts. My aims are two-fold - firstly: the implementation of the theory (of 
Bun1s's musicality) and secondly: the creation of a musical entity. 

The implications of the first aim are several. Burns sought to preserve the melodies, Inherent in 
these are features which must still be preserved, eg - pentatonic characteristics, strong rhythmic 
content, implied har_monies etc. above all, what he described as "being in the Scottish taste". There 
are also Burns's own remarks and instructions to be taken into account, and wedded to the tunes, 
his own verses to be studied with them. 

The second aim is no less important, as this is the visible (or audible) part of the exercise. One 
mw,t decide what form the musical entity should take. In view of the continuing popularity of the 
piano for accompanying, I decided to cast the accompaniments for that instrument, and to construct 
its part, so that the whole should seem of one composition. 

When approaching a song of Burns, all these ingredients are in my mind, but the actual doing of 
it is conditioned by my first aim, trying to work in the same manner as the poet. I use the tunes 
suggested by Burns himself, making reference to anything he has said about either tune or lyric, 
and integrating the accompaniment together with the tune, to create a musically coherent unit. Thus, 
these works are "composed", since they are worked in the same way as original compositions. The 
results resemble the concert art song, or lied, henced my description of them as "Burns Lieder". 

One fascinating off-shoot, which intrigues me, is his choice of melody. How did he choose his 
melodies? Had they some significance for him? We know that some of them had. How successful 
are the words for tunes which were significant, as contrasted with those for which no apparent 
significance can be found? How successful are the words for tunes which were imposed on him, as 
contrasted with those of his own choice? I am further intrigued by the poet's use of several mazurkas. 
Where did these come from? 

There is still much to do. My own observations on these topics are coming to light, as I work 
through the songs. I have already noticed the following. When Burns took a simple tune, he often 
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poured into it a profound idea, or a basic human instinct. Examples of this:- Scots wha Hae: Auld 
Zang Syne: Thou hast left me Ever: A Man's a Man. Using melodies with a wide range of pitch and 
much interest of rhythm and melody, he often presents a situation in which he himself figured -
biographical details in a Song. Examples:- My Nanie 0: Man was Made to Mourn: Sensibility How 
Charming: 0 were I on Parnassus Hill. As songs, these are much less well known. 

Having studied many of Burns's writing, I do not think he should be confined to the !Sth century, 
and really feel, in his songs at least, that he belongs much nearer our own time than that. In his 
most serious vein, the subjects he puts forward are just as relevant today as they were in his time. 
His works show a tendency away from stylised formality, towards that richness and fulness of 
meaning characteristic of the Romantic Movement. The thoughts recorded in his Commonplace 
Book show that he was far advanced into modern ideas, in theory at least, when he says:- "there 
is a wild degree of irregularity in many of the compositions and fragments - a certain happy 
arrangement of old Scotch syllables, and yet frequently nothing not even like rhyme or sameness 
of jingle at the end of lines ... It might be possible for a Scotch poet, [musician?] with a nice 
judicious ear, to set compositions to many of our most favourite airs, independent of rhyme 
altogether. " 24 With thoughts such as these in his head, it is not surprising that he found no joy in 
the formal English verses of the day which, he said, "gravel me to death". 

In the classical music of the day also, Burns apparently found no sympathetic echo of his own 
strivings and ideas. It is interesting to speculate what his reactions would have been had he lived a 
little longer, or been born twenty or so years later. This period brings in the work of such men as, 
in the first instance, late Beethoven, Field, Weber and Schubert; and in the second place, Berlioz, 
Chopin, Liszt, Mendelssohn, Schumann and Wagner. Would the expressive, dramatic and emotional 
music of these composers have communicated itself to Burns? I think it would have done, but then 
we would have had a different inheritance from Robert Burns than that under discussion. 

In my reading, I came cross a short History of Scottish Music, (1973). I was fascinated to discover 
that the academics of the 20th century had found a place for Robert Burns in an important, if small, 
paperback about music. The writer admits that, as opposed to literature, Burns's "position in 
Scottish song is more difficult to assess". He adds: "Thomson's attempt to bridge the widenmg gap 
between folk and art music was admittedly courageous, even if misguided". 

I do not feel misguided. Indeed, I am the more convinced that an approach such as mine is 
necessary, and timely. Although the poems faithfully reflect his own generation, Burns's songs can 
be considered as ageless. Therefore I have no qualms about applying, in my settings, musical 
experiences we have gained from the Romantics, the Impressionists, even the Moderns - and Jazz! 
It would be in poor taste to overdo things, of course, and heavy romanticism for its own sake is to 
be deplored. Nor can glorious pentatonic tunes be confined to the mould of the three basic chords. 
In my settings, drama, romanticism and modernity arc certainly to be found - only, blame not me, 
but the man who stands behind me -for it was he who put them there. In the long run, my approach 
can be judged only by its success and effectiveness in performance. 

Many songs lend themselves to a traditional "folk" treatment. It is certainly better to have the 
songs sung thus than not at all. But there is a distinct possibility that they may be taken over entirely 
by the popular musicians. There is also the possibility that classical musicians will cherish the theory 
of inherent musicianship. They should think very hard before allowing Burns songs to be 
monopolised by folk (popular) singers, that they may go down to posterity only in this form. If they 
do, we will have lost for ever that elusive musicality which I hope I have demonstrated is a valid 
and worthwhile part of Burns the song-writer. 

I do not believe that serious musicians will let this happen, once they recognise the real richness 
of the songs. There has been for some time a growing awareness of musical inadequacies in 
conventional presentation, hence the attention paid, not only to Burns, but Scots song in general, 
by a few contemporary musicians. J.C. Dick presented the far-seeing theories discussed above, but 
confined his aim to bringing together the airs and their lyrics. Having recognised the efforts of these 
people, and many more, I sum up by contributing my own ideas, and my setting, which implement 
them. 

Burns's songs are already available in two forms. I suggest it should be three:-
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I. the Historica l - Bass realisations, and Thomson versions 
2. the Simple - "folk" and "popular", including unaccompanied 
3. the Burns Lieder - which carry forward the poet's own ideas .* 

I would point out that the third does not , by any means, supersede the first and second. or sweep 
them away. There is a place for all of them. It is. and should be. a matter of choice. 
• Burns Lieder are published by St. Annes Music. 25 
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Jean Redpath Champions Burns and 
Traditional Scottish Music 

By David Skipper 

Her rich, lustrous voice has been compared to a living cello. Like a lyrical Scottish songbird, she 
breathes musical life into the most ancient of verses, weaving a pure, sweet and melodic magic spell 
over her audience. She is an equally well-versed, witty and spontaneous storyteller capable of 
mesmerizing her audience with her amiable humor between songs. If she had been born in Robert 
Burns's 18th century Ayrshire, Scotland's National Poet would have no doubt pursued her for his 
amorous attentions, at her instigation, of course. 

Her name is Jean Redpath, the leading purveyor of the musical legacy of her country, t,he foremost 
interpreter and champion of traditional Scottish folk music. She is a living treasure trove of dramatic 
classic ballads, down-to-earth "bothy" ballads, songs of Robert Burns, drinking songs, childhood 
songs and "mouth music" (improvised vocal accompaniment for dancing). Redpath is also well 
known to millions of Americans as a radio personality through her appearances on Garrison Keillor's 
phenomenally popular public radio show, "The Prairie Home Companion;" for her hundreds of 
concerts throughout the U.S., and over two dozen record albums, ranging in scope from the love 
songs of Burns to the Scottish compositions of Franz Joseph Haydn. She has also given a command 
performance before Queen Elizabeth II and the Royal family at Balmoral Castle in Scotland during 
the Queen's Jubilee in 1977. 

Born in Edinburgh on 28th April, 1937, she grew up in Leven, Fife. Coming from a musical 
family, singing was part of her everyday environment as a child. By the age of ten she was a well 
versed singer, having absorbed many of the old Scottish songs. However, her formal musical training 
was limited to one singing lesson. 

"When I was sixteen I went to this chap who played the piano, the guitar and flute and sold sheet 
music. When I arrived, he disappeared and came back with music for me to sing: 'When the Heather 
Gleams Like Stardust on the Hills' - the kind of music I abhor," Redpath reminisced. She was 
nineteen before she heard the term "folk music." 

After graduating from Buckhaven High School in Fife in 1954 Redpath attended the University 
of Edinburgh where she studied Medieval History and English. Her discovery of the School of 
Scottish Studies there greatly influenced her to adopt the classic Scottish ballad as her chief pusuit. 

Wanderlust brought Redpath to America in 1961 and a spontaneous song at a Greenwich Village 
hootenanny was the catalyst for a career as a vocalist, scholar and teacher at Wesleyan University 
in the United States and Stirling University in Scotland. 

"Well, being very green and never having done anything so special, I begged, borrowed and stole 
my fare across country, and when I landed in Philly I discovered that the club owner had skipped 
out of town three weeks before and hadn't paid his last performer." With the support of friends she 
found her way to New York City and took an apartment in Greenwich Village where a hootenanny 
was in progress nearby. The participants included Bob Dylan, Jack Elliott and the Greenbriar Boys, 
who were performing at Gerde's Folk City. With her first performance at Gerde's six weeks later, 
Jean Redpath became part of the folk music renaissance of the early 1960s. 

New York Times critic Robert Shelton wrote that Redpath's inaugural performance at Gerde's, 
". . . would charm an audience with her repertoire alone. She is a clear, rich, beautiful mezzo
soprano, sure pitched enough to sustain long unaccompanied numbers." 

"Getting a review in the New York Times gave me a good hard push off the road of starvation, 
because I had been living on peanut butter and jelly up until then," she chuckled. 

Her first recording was "Skipping Barefoot Through the Heather" for Prestige/International in 
1962. Over the next decade she would record "The Scottish Ballad Book," "Songs of Love, Lilt 
and Laughter," "Laddie Lie Near Me," and "Frae My Ain Countrie," for Electra. In 1975 she 
began her recording contract with Philo Records in Vermont, which has produced, "A Fine Song 
for Singing," "Lady Nairne," "The Song of Seals," and six volumes of "The Songs of Robert 
Burns." 
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Jean Redpath and Serge Hovey 
"My guru, Dr. Hamish Henderson, of the School of Scottish Studies at the University of Edinburgh, 
had connections with American composer/arranger Serge Hovey and I soon found myself embarking 
on a truly mammoth project, the recording of all 323 songs of Robert Burns." 

In the mid-70's, after a flurry of creative correspondence, Redpath adopted Hovey as her mentor 
and together they began the ambitious task of matching all of Burns's songs with the tunes the poet 
had originally set for them. This would involve a projected series of twenty albums. 

Superficially, Hovey- a Bostonian with Russian-Jewish parentage - may seem a strange bedfellow 
for this excursion into traditional Scottish folk music, but his path to the radical. universal, 
humanitarian themes of Burns becomes crystal clear. 

Hovey grew up in a liberal Californian household, frequented by the presence of the Gershwins, 
Aldous Huxley, Bertrand Russell and Leopold Stowkowski. He ultimately pursued a brilliant 
musical career which has spanned over thirty years as a composer, arranger and scholar. 

He developed a strong interest in American music and its multicultural roots. His research led 
him on a path to Africa, Scotland and ultimately Burns. "I noticed," Hovey recalls, "that under 
the titles of many of the poems were written the tune titles. When I started researching and 
discovering some of the melodies, I realised that a treasury of beautiful traditional songs was hidden 
and scrambled and needed to be brought back to life." 

Burns, he continues, had a remarkable musical ear and without benefit of formal training as a 
tale recorded, made every effort to acknowledge the sources for the songs and tunes he collected. 
During his lifetime, Burns collected scores of traditional Scottish tunes. for which he often wrote 
new lyrics or rewrote existing ones. After his death in 1796. the songs were altered or fell into 
neglect, and some were treated as poetry. 

"Robert Burns believed that he would be remembered most of all for his songs," Redpath said. 
"It infuriates me when Burns songs arc presented as poetry. He wrote twice as many songs as poems. 
It seems a little ridiculous that it has taken 200 years and an American to collect them." 

To date, the duo have produced six albums. with the seventh in post production. Funded by the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the scholarly Volume I of the huge undertaking was issued by 
Philo in 1976. Its songs include "Charlie He's My Darling," "The Dcil's Awa' Wi' the Exciseman," 
"Logan Water," "Johnie Blunt," "Amang the Trees," and "Corn Rigs." Burns's lyrics and music, 
Hovey's inspirational orchestration and Redpath's succinct vocalisations. combine to make a 
hauntingly beautiful set of sweet and infectious recordings, which has been consistent with each 
additional release. 

The sixth volume of Burns Songs was the subject of a film. in 1986, 'The Tree of Liberty," 
produced by Barbara Grigor of Everallin Films and written and directed by Timothy Neat, whose 
film "Hallaig," about poet Sorley Maclean met with acclaim. 

What makes this herculean task all the more astonishing is that Serge Hovey, now 68, has been 
immobilized for the past eleven years by the crippling disease, amyotophic lateral sclerosis, which 
by medical standards should have killed him by now. Bedridden, unable to speak and dependent 
upon a breathing machine. Hovey continues to transcend his disability, working at his home in 
Pacific Palisades, California. His working environment is a musicologist's dream. Stacks of sheet 
music, endless reams of research and filing litter his home. In addition, banks of synthesizers, 
keyboards and computers, assist him in compensating for the debilitating disease. 

"It is an incredible measure of the man's drive and commitment. The man is a genius," Redpath 
states unequivocably. "He is one of a k-ind and we are not likely to come across too many like him 
in a lifetime." 

As artists, both Redpath and Hovey arc in some ways very much alike, particularly in their 
compulsive, obsessive behaviour that made this project gel into the musical milestone it is. But the 
relationship has not been without its conflicts. 

"We had a couple of run-ins to begin with, but they were always very amiable because of the 
mutual respect we have for each other," Redpath explained. "I never had any formal musical 
training and it took Serge quite a while to adjust to someone that basically said, 'What do you mean 
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the fourth measure? Show me, tell me, play it.' 
"We both had to compromise quite frankly," she added. "Every song has to be approached with 

the idea of, either 'I like that setting' or 'I don't think I could go out there and tell a story where 
you have to go out and sing it before the denoument.' Serge has a trick of putting long pauses in 
the setting. If you sing unaccompanied, you can't walk around the stage and read a book for three 
bars before you hit the punch line. He may compromise musically if he believes the point you are 
making is valid, but he won't compromise on any other level." 

Jean Redpath and Robert Burns 
The melodies first attracted Redpath to the songs and music of Burns. Burns is so universal that 
you can find something that says it much better than you could say yourself, she explained. 

"There is absolutely no limit to both the musical and emotional scope Burns managed, between 
having the sense to recognize the strength of existing songs," she said. "It is no surprise that he had 
the perception and ear to collect, which of course, he is not given much credit for." 

"It is very difficult to decribe to someone who is not a traditional buff that it's a little like handling 
a sea pebble. It has been around for so long, there are not any extraneous edges on it at all any 
more and Burns collected some beauties. 

"But to be able to turn around and apply his love of language and love of country, or his comments 
on almost anything to a traditional tune and make it work is astonishing. The only problem is singing 
some of them. 

"Neither Serge nor myself will survive long enough to finish the whole project. But that may not 
be a bad thing. At least I can sing the ones I want and leave the impossible ones to somebody else." 

Redpath readily admits that she would have loved to have known Robert Burns. 
"I would have liked him a great deal," she exclaims. "He was an intelligent, sensitive man of his 

time. Most of the things that he is accused of was because he was a product of his time and his 
thinking was original. I am frequently fascinated by his ability to put thoughts and words into mouths 
of late 18th century women, which we don't expect too much - the balance of rue - the womanizer, 
this hard drinker -- is very easily found in terms of how he managed to give voice to the otherside 
of the question. He could not have been without considerable insight and imagination." 

"What Can A Young Lassie Do Wi An Auld Man," is an excellent example of Burns's feminine 
literary persona: 

"What can a young lassie, what shall a young lassie, 
What can a.young. lassie do wi an auld man? 
Bad luck on the penny that tempted my minnie 
To sell h.er puir Jenny for siller an Ian'! 

He's always compleenin frae mornin to eenin; 
He hoasts and he hirples the weary day Jang; 
He's doylt and he's dozin, his blude it is frozen -
0, dreary's the night wi a crazy auld man! 

He hums and he hankers, he frets and he cankers, 
I never can please him do 'a that I can. 
He's peevish an jealous o a' the young fellows -
0, dool on the day I met wi an auld man! 

My auld auntie Katie upon me taks pity, 
I'll do my endeavour to follow her plan; 
I'll cross him an wrack him, until I heartbreak him, 
And then his auld brass will buy me a new pan." 

"It is perfectly understandable that I could be impressed by anybody who could remove the notion 
that only men manage to make a mark in history and that somewhere in the background there is a 
woman washing socks. He portrays some pretty strong-minded and gutsy females in his songs and 
poetry." 

77 



Burns was often misunderstood and received a great deal of bad press in his lifetime. 
Perhaps he was a little too honest and too much of an individual to play the social game, 
Redpath astutely observes: 

"If he got a lassie pregnant, he owned up to it. As you know, it is probably a lot more 
common to make the best of the social system and just get away with it. To that I would see 
to his credit, rather than his discredit. 

"Professionally, I think he suffered in relation to the sliding scale of importance to his 
country. It was a combination of national diffidence and insecurity that has been true for 
many since the crown itself - this strange mixture of pride and apology that makes up the 
Scottish persona." 

Jean Redpath and Burns Bawdry 
The notion that Burns only drank, fornicated and wrote dirty songs is a ludicrous 

proposition Redpath readily agrees upon. However, when Redpath introduces one of Burns's 
bawdy songs, there is a wholly different audience reaction to it. 

"Scots have this glorious series of double standards, and of course, bawdry is one of them," 
she observes. "We have this very tight-laced, prohibitive kind of approach to religion on the 
one side. National sanity is preserved by the fact that there is this totally irreverent bawdy 
side as well to keep us afloat. There is no reconciliation possible between the two. You just 
have to live with them both. I tend to admit that more than most." 

Audience reaction to Redpath's interpretations of Burns's bawdry has been mixed and she 
admits that Scotland hasn't travelled very far in 200-odd years as far as censorship is 
concerned. It is difficult, for example, for anyone to assume the content of a song called 
"The Fornicator", but Redpath admits that we must understand that, "we are living in the 
midst of time." 

"Burns wrote it because he felt it needed to be addressed but at least he had the sense to 
keep the stuff separate in a secret cabinet," she said. 

"We did 'Nine Inches Will Please A Lady' on Volume Two and managed to have the air
play banned by one of the local radio stations in Scotland, which is just about exactly the 
same attitude that Burns faced in the late 18th century. Things are really racing along in 
Scotland." 
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Traditional music has been on the rise as people search for a stable common ground to 
communicate and Redpath has become synonymous with the art form. She believes that one 
communicates immediately through the medium called music, no matter what the language 
barrier, and that is why she has chosen it as her life's vocation. "If we don't have 
communication, we don't have anything," she exclaims. "There is something magical about 
the fusion of a desperate group of people into one homogenized unit, even for a short space 
of time - when you can grab them with an experience, whether it is comical, tragic, 
informative or just plain entertaining." 

Traditional music, through Redpath's eyes, is a very sophisticated form of "once-upon-a
time." There is always a Shirley Temple lens turned on the past anyway you look at it," she 
observes. "It is so easy to forget any specific incident you care to choose - the backstabbing, 
the bloodshed, the political intrigue, the body lice, the smell, and who knows - you could 
come up with two or three pages of negatives. But, it is much easier to remember the romantic 
stories, the young woman saving a king's life, the arms through the bar slots of the door 
struggling to keep the invaders out." Traditional music fills that romantic void that we yearn 
for and we are in the capable hands of Jean Redpath as our guide. 



The Wanderer or a Tale of True Pities 
by Maurice Rattigan 

I walked with THE BONIE LASS OF ALBANIE, my HANDSOME NELL, towards THE BRIGS 
OF A YR, and although THE LAZY MIST had threatened early on, it had turned out to be a fine 
day. 

I turned aside, because in the distance I saw an old flame of mine. It was she I'd once called MY 
HIGHLAND LASSIE 0, Yes, it was HIGHLAND MARY walking with AULD ROB MORRIS 
and THE TWA DOGS. She had a lead ON A DOG OF LORD EGLINGTON'S, but the other 
was loose and was sniffing round THE TREE OF LIBERTY. I turned to my BONIE WEE THING 
and said "I sec that's old HIGHLAND HARRY BACK AGAIN. I know BONIE MARY has A 
DEDICATION to her profession, but good Heavens, WHAT CAN A YOUNG LASSIE DO WI 
AN AULD MAN like auld Rob?" 

My Nell didn't answer for a minute, but ON SEEING MISS FONTENELLE cavorting in the 
distance with the COOPER OF CUDDY, with THE WHITE COCKADE in his bonnet, pointed 
her out to me and said, "Now that BONIE JEAN is experienced in all THE CARES 0 LOVE, 
and what she couldn't do TO A GENTLEMAN, old or young, was nobody's business, even on a 
CAULD FROSTY MORNING." Then she went on to ask me, if I knew THERE'S A YOUTH 
IN THIS CITY with quite a reputation, who showed no REMORSE when he took the young 
MARY MORISON in a boat and rowed OUT OVER THE FORTH, then ON THE SEAS AND 
FAR AWAY. 

I told her I had heard about him, but I thought it was an ANSWER TO AN INVITATION. 
Apparently she'd written a love letter and sent that EPISTLE TO A YOUNG FRIEND and he 
had made a REPLY TO AN INVITATION to go out with him by writing an INSCRIPTION ON 
\GOBLET sa~1ing, "LASSIE WI THE LINT WHITE LOCKS, please COME LET ME TAKE 

THEE for a boat trip." 
Nell said that she believed that that had been WRITTEN BY SOMEBODY else, possibly 

WILLIE WASTLE or ANOTHER of the local rakes. 
I smiled to myself, "Willie Wastle with the wandering hands, nicknamed WANDERING WILLIE 

by THE T ARBOL TON LASSES." 
I turned to Nell, and taking her hand said, "Forget young Mary; MY LOVE, SHE'S BUT A 

LASSIE YET." 
Earlier that day I'd noticed A ROSE BUD BY MY EARLY WALK along near THE BANKS 

OF THE DEVON but as we now strolled near the water I saw it hadn't opened so I picked THE 
PRIMROSE and placed it in the "V" neck of her dress. Taking her in my arms, I drew her to me 
and gave her AE FOND KISS, then whispered softly in her ear "WILT THOU BE MY DEARIE?" 
MY PASSION'S CRY and nearness intimated that I needed LOVE, AND LIBERTY* might 
perhaps be taken with her. I sensed her desire when she bit my car playfully then (asked, "What 
shall I do now, Sweetie?" and I replied "OLAY THY LOOF IN MINE LASS." 

I knew she'd stand for NO COLD APPROACH, so rolling up my GREEN.SLEEVES I kissed 
her passionately. 

But alas, my kisses told her I'd had SCOTCH DRINK. She knew I had been to THE SOLDIER'S 
RETURN Inn where WILLIE BREWED A PECK 0 MALT. When she taxed me, I admitted that 
YESTREEN I HAD A PINT OF WINE, so she told me I'd better sleep it off first in TAM GLEN. 

She took me by the hand and after a five minute walk she said, "HERE IS THE GLEN, get your 
head down." I pleaded with her "Won't you STAY, MY CHARMER'/" I could sec she was in two 
minds, so I said, "Please. Come LASSIE, LIE NEAR ME." But my plea was rejected when she 
said she had to hurry home because THE CAMPBELLS ARE COMIN to tea. She said the last 
time she had seen them was AT THE GLOBE INN, DUMFRIES. 

So FOR THE SAKE O' SOMEBODY coming to tea she said farewell and hurried off. 
I placed my TAM 0 SHANTER over my eyes and dozed off. I awoke with the BELLES OF 
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MAUCHLINE ringing in my ears. I'd had A DREAM. I remembered I DREAMED I LAY 
WHERE FLOWERS WERE SPRINGING. Of course it was THE CHARMING MONTH OF 
MAY and I was in the Globe with WILLIE CHALMERS having a rirink ON THE COMMEMOR
ATION OF RODNEY'S VICTORY. 

It was 5th May, THANKSGIVING FOR A NATIONAL VICTORY day, and everyone was in 
a festive mood. WEE WILLIE GRAY has half drunk and he was KISS IN MY KA TIE passionately, 
and I noticed Willie Stewart was making eyes at her, too. Knowing Katie would prefer two Willies 
to one, I said to him "YOU'RE WELCOME, WILLIE STEWART, for I'm off upstairs to WHERE 
HELEN LIES." 

But I had a surprise, for on opening the first bedroom door I found her in bed with DUNCAN 
DAVIDSON. He was THE TAYLOR that made my best suit. There was a lot of frollicking going 
on and suddenly there was a crash and THE TAYLOR FELL THRO THE BED and lay there 
squealing like THE WOUNDED HARE. 

THE NIGHT WAS STILL young, too early to go home, so I tried the next bedroom where I 
found a right old romp going on. There was SANDY AND JOCKIE with PHILL Y AND WILLY 
and also there was RANTIN, ROVIN ROBIN playing a peculiar game with BESSY AND HER 
SPINNING WHEEL. I was about to join in when, alas, I woke up. 

Now sober, having slept it off, I wandered off by THE BANKS 0 DOON and there I met THE 
BLUE EYED LASSIE, the LOVELY POLLY STEW ART with HER FLOWING LOCKS so 
blonde. 

I asked here if she could tell me where THERE GROWS A BONTE BRIER BUSH. She looked 
at me a bit old fashioned and sarcastically replied, "Oh yes, and is that a PARAPHRASE OF THE 
FIRST PSALM?" But she pronounced it "first palm." 

She then went on to tell me she was engaged TO AN OLD SWEETHEART, Jamie McNee. But 
I told her if what I'd heard about him was true, she'd find she was engaged TO A LOUSE. 

I was anxious to hear how she met him, and she said they'd met just after he'd broken away from 
LADY MARY ANN, and she'd said to him, "JAMIE, COME TRY ME and my mother's home 
cooking." Next day he'd moved in with the polo-necked sweater he was knitting. 

There he was, Polly said. sitting by the fire, needles clicking away, YOUNG JAMIE PRIDE OF 
A' THE PLAIN and the purl. 

Shortly afterwards he was elected to be the local police constable, and part of his duties were 
collecting the revenue due ON MR. PITTS HAIR POWDER TAX. 

Then while he was in London paying it in, Polly said she'd foolishly given her ADDRESS TO 
WILLIAM TYTLER and THE FORNI CA TOR had repeatedly brought PRETTY PEG THE 
SHEPHERD'S WIFE to her house. 

She'd argue with him, but THERE'LL NEVER BE PEACE TILL JAMIE COMES HAME. I 
thought to myself, I couldn't blame Tytler for I well remembered MY PEGGY'S CHARMS. As I 
strolled with Polly I said the countryside looks better NOW SPRING HAD CLAD THE GROVES 
IN GREEN, and she agreed it was the best time of the year. 

She asked me my plans and I told her I'LL GO AND BE A SODGER because MY NANIE'S 
AWA last week TO GAVIN HAMILTON, ESQ., MAUCHLINE. 

She looked surprised, not knowing I was married, and I said "Yes I HAE A WIFE OF MY AIN" 
and smilingly added, "Although I'M O'ER YOUNG TO Mf.RRY YET." 

Opening my haversack. I said "HERE'S A BOTTLE, lets have a dram" and I poured her a drink 
in THE SILVER TASSIE. I lifted my glass and said "Here's TO RUIN" and smiling she responded 
"HERE'S TO THY HEAL TH, but let's drink a proper toast". Thinking of MY NANIE 0, I said, 
"HERE'S A HEATH TO THEM THAT'S AWA." 

Noticing I was grimacing with pain, she asked why, and I told her "O, A Y MY WIFE SHE 
DANG ME before she went away." "Oh really" she grinned. "Lets have a look." 

"Oh," she exclaimed, "What a WEE SLEEKIT, COW'RIN, TIM'ROUS BEASTIE#." She said 
this TO A MOUSE she'd noticed trapped under the empty bottle I'd dropped on the grass. 

Assuming her comments were directed elsewhere, indignantly I countered, "But A MAN'S A 
MAN FOR A' THAT and LET NOT WOMEN E'ER COMPLAIN." 
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Glancing at my timepiece I said "BEHOLD THE HOUR, did you know, Polly, THE GLOOMY 
NIGHT IS GATH'RING FAST. We all know HOW LANG AND DREARY JS THE NIGHT 
and, alas, I've got to get UP IN THE MORNING EARLY. 

I took her in my arms and whispered to her lovingly, "We are both mature people, Polly, so why 
can't we act like mature people?" Glancing around she whispered, "But WHERE ARE THE JOYS 
to be sampled around here?" 

Pulling her to me I pleaded, "COME LET ME TAKE THEE right here, ON A BANK OF 
FLOWERS, or near the river where GREEN GROW THE RASHES." "O here" she whispered, 
lowering herself, "Oh, SWEET ARE THE BANKS and soft the grass." 

Again, forsaking modesty, so BLYTHE WAS SHE that day BY ALLAN STREAM, in the 
shadow of CASTLE GORDON. 

Enjoying a cigarette afterwards, shyly she told me she had a confession to make. "Although I'm 
engaged to Jamie," she said, "Actually CHARLIE HE'S MY DARLING." 

I told her to forget about Chick and tomorrow I will CA' THE YOWES TO THE KNOWES 
and try and sell them at THE HOLY FAIR. "Good" she said, "Then we'll be able to afford THE 
MAUCHLINE WEDDING I've always wanted." 

"NO CHURCHMAN AM I," I told her, "But I wont commit bigamy," and whispering HOLY 
WILLIE'S PRAYER I wished 0 WERE I ON PARNASSUS HILL. So I told her "MY HEARTS 
IN THE HIGHLANDS, but I think I must first go O'ER THE WATER TO CHARLIE." 

I kissed her goodbye and raising my fingers I gave her a McPHERSON'S FAREWELL. 
I left Polly humming a MASONIC SONG, and wandered off AMANG THE TREES WHERE 

HUMMING BEES were buzzing amongst the blossom. Leaning against a tree I saw Peter Stuart 
who had a young child with him. He greeted me and asked if I'd like to give a WELCOME TO A 
BASTARD WEAN, so I shook his wee hand and gave him A HIGHLAND WELCOME. 

He told me he was THE RUINED FARMER and was bankrupt. I wished I could have helped 
him because MY FATHER WAS A FARMER and I was off to see him in BONTE DUNDEE. 

In Dundee I was also hoping to meet FAIR ELIZA who, sharing her favours equally, was the 
FAIREST MAID ON DEVON BANKS, and much prettier than THE FIVE CARLINS who were 
fancied by the five BRA W LADS 0 GALLA WATER. It had been five years since I last said my 
FAREWELL TO ELIZA and I was anxious to see her again. 

Leaving Peter and his wean, and skirting CRAIGIEBURN WOOD, I met DUNCAN GRAY 
just COMIN THROUGH THE RYE. He had DESPONDANCY written all over his face so I 
showed him an EPISTLE TO JOHN RANKINE comprising some LINES WRITTEN ON A BANK 
NOTE, that started off with an APOLOGY FOR DECLINING AN INVITATION TO DINE with 
TIBBIE FOWLER. 

I had found this note along with some other LINES INSCRIBED IN A LADY'S POCKET 
ALMANAC I'd picked up ON SCARING SOME WATER FOWL IN LOCH TURIT. Nearby IN 
THE KIRK OF LAMINGTON I'd handed the almanac over to the minister, RA TTLIN ROARIN 
WILLIE Fisher, who, drunk again, was leaning ON JOHN BUSHBY, the local carpenter who was 
carving an inscription TO MISS GRAHAM OF FINTRY on one of the pews. 

Listening TO THE WOODLARK in the nearby trees, Duncan appeared to lose his despondancy, 
so leaving him, I headed north. 

Half an hour later I felt sad myself when entering Stirling, to find some of the battlements of the 
old Royal Castle in ruins. 

It was then I happened to come up ON JOHN McMURDO, an old friend, who was sifting through 
the rubble with a number of gipsies and tinkers who were happily singing and joking. I asked him 
where he was living now, and he said THE JOLLY BEGGARS were camped on KELLYBURN 
BRAES and he was tatting with them, but so far he had had FICKLE FORTUNE. 

Pointing out an effeminate tinker, he warned me of him. "That's the one they call DAINTY 
DAVIE and only yesterday he pulled me into a ruined tower and said 'JOHN COME KISS ME 
NOW.' But I told him that that was against NATURE'S LAW and I blew THE WHISTLE on that 
sort of behaviour. 'If you change your mind,' he said, 'Just WHISTLE AND I'LL COME TO YOU, 
MY LAD.' Then I told him I was engaged TO MISS CRUIKSHANK and that seemed to put him 
off." 
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I told him Davie wouldn't bother me for I was off to Dundee shortly. "If you're going there," he 
said "BEWARE OF BONTE ANN." 

I smiled at his warning and told him not to worry, for she was THE LASS THAT MADE THE 
BED TO ME when I was staying AT WHIGHAM'S INN, SANQUHAR. 

John said he was pleased I was leaving Stirling because there had.been a flu epidemic locally and 
there had been a lot of DEATH, AND DOCTOR HORNBOOK was vaccinating against it. 

Having him saying this made me feel a bit KILLIECRANKIE. I thought I'd better see my own 
G.P., so I went TO DR. MAXWELL for a check-up. I was a friend of the Maxwell family and I 
remembered writing an EPISTLE TO JOHN MAXWELL, ESQ., OF TERRAUGHTIE, the 
doctor's brother, telling him how I admired his instant coffee. 

Dr. Maxwell gave me a good check-up and passed me A I, and when I told him I was heading 
for Dundee he asked me to deliver an EPISTLE TO DR. BLACKLOCK, which actually was a 
REPLY TO A NOTE FROM CAPTAIN RIDDEL, quoting the PROLOGUE SPOKEN AT THE 
THEATRE OF DUMFRIES concerning A MOTHER'S LAMENT, which commenced LORD 
RONALD MY SON. 

I took Dr. Maxwell's epistle, and also a few LINES TO CAPTAIN RIDDELL he'd also asked 
me to deliver. 

Leaving his surgery and following some VERSICLES ON SIGN POSTS, I headed north and last 
evening found me by a tiny wee cottage close by an old oak tree. Alas, I found it empty because it 
was THE COTTAR'S SATURDAY NIGHT out at the local hostelry, and there was no one to 
OPEN THE DOOR TO ME. 

With no prospects of a bed for the night, I got my head down in THE LEA RIG, but an icy wind 
got up and I hardly slept with the cold. 

Next morning as I made my way down the lane, a man jumped over a 5 barred-gate. It was JOHN 
BARLEYCORN. No wonder they called him JUMPIN JOHN. He looked cold so I asked him "O, 
WERT THOU IN THE CAULD BLAST last night?" 

"No'', he replied, and went on to tell me that he'd managed to get a night's lodgings with a widow. 
He said he thought the widow had fancied him but he'd locked his bedroom door and next morning 
he had to listen to THE HIGHLAND WIDOW'S LAMENT when he came down for breakfast. 
And apparently she hadn't trusted him for she checked THE INVENTORY of the bedroom's 
~ontents before she allowed him to leave. 

When I asked, he said he was familiar with the district, so I enquired if hew knew the location 
of New Lang. He said it was just a few miles north of Old Lang, and if I followed the AULD LANG 
SYNE post, I couldn't miss it. To make sure, he drew me a sketch. Then he started to moan about 
the litter strewn about by tourists and not wishing to hear A DIRGE* from him, I left him and 
went on my way. 

I hadn't gone much farther when I came across three people in a field playing cards. One I 
recognised as JOHNIE COPE and he introduced me to Tam Day and his lovely female companion, 
Peggy Chalmers, THE MAUCHLINE LADY strip-tease artist. They were playing pontoon and 
Tam had the bank. The other two were sticking so he turned his cards over to reveal a nine and a 
Queen. "I'll pay 20's" he said "O FOR ANE AND TWENTY, TAM," said John, pushing 5p over 
to him. 'Tm broke". 

Peggy paid up, too, pulling a face. Tam turned to me. "Look at my Peggy's face. You can see 
she's upset. I think I'll take a stroll till she cools down." With this he strolled away. 

"He's a prude, you know, so now he's out of sight I'll cultivate my tan." Saying this, she took 
off her blouse of Paisley ham, then her bra and lay down on the warm sunny grass. Later Tam Day 
returned smoking and flicked the ash of his cigarette on to the prostrate Peggy. Peggy screamed, 
clutching her breast, 'THE DAY RETURNS, MY BOSOM BURNS." Tam told her it was her 
own fault for sun-bathing topless. 

Wetting her finger she soothed the burnt flesh. "Why aren't you sympathetic to THE RIGHTS 
OF WOMEN." she asked him. "I am," said Tam, assisting her in her medication, "And t.heir lefts." 
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And it was THE CALF of her left leg he was stroking when I left them to continue northwards. 
Feeling a bit frisky myself, and knowing there were two GRACES AT THE GLOBE TA VERN*, 



in nearby LOGAN BRAES, I made my way there. 
I had fond memory of those two willing lasses, Grace Brown and Grace Anderson. I remember 

I once embraced A GRACE BEFORE DINNER and after I'd dined, I had A GRACE AFTER 
DINNER. That had been on A WINTER'S N~GHT, some years ago, before I had made my 
unhappy marriage. But neither Grace was there when I arrived at the tavern. 

I sat down with a pint and started nibbling some bread and cheese that was on a plate nearby. 
Just then THE PLOUGHMAN returned and gave me a mouthful for eating his lunch. The two 
Graces then arrived, and I said to them "THERE'S NEWS, LASSES, NEWS. This ploughman has 
threatened me with a LIBEL SUMMONS because I said I'd write to the local paper complaining 
about his bad language." 

Not wishing to get further involved, I said farewell to Fanny, the landlord's wife, and the two 
Graces and hurriedly left the inn. 

Humming a SONNET TO ROBERT GRAHAM I continued northwards on my journey. 
That night I managed to get a night's lodgings at a roadside cottage, and as I slept I saw THE 

VISION of my younger brother on his death bed. I dreamed about THE BONTE LAD THAT'S 
FAR AWA in distant Dundee, lying ill without me being able to help him, and next morning I hit 
the road early, aiming to get to him as soon as possible. 

I knew he would be getting adequate nursing because, although our father was now too old to 
attend to him, YOUNG JESSIE, my brother had married a nurse, Mary Nightingale who was THE 
LOVELY LASS 0 INVERNESS Infirmary. He had wooed her and won her from the other 
SUTORS 0 SELKIRK. They had wed two years before on the SWEETEST MAY day you ever 
saw. 

They married hurriedly and l missed the wedding for I HAE BEEN AT CROOKIEDEN SINCE 
NEW YEAR'S DAY with THE YOUNG HIGHLAND ROVER, Andrew Cunningham, THE 
GALLANT WEAVER of webs of deception when confronted by cuckolded husbands. 

It had been three months before I'd got to see Jessie's bride, and then I found myself wishing 0, 
THAT I HAD NE'ER BEEN MARRIED, for that lovely Mary was a cracker. 

On the quiet I told her about my unhappy marriage and said I'LL TELL YOU A TALE OF A 
WIFE who's run off with another fellow, but THE COUNTRY LASS said she wasn't interested in 
my love life, and anyway Jessie had told her I was playing the field secretly. 

I admitted that normally I LOVE MY LOVE IN SECRET but at the present time I was sadly 
FORLORN, MY LOVE, NO COMFORT NEAR in Dundee. She told me I couldn't expect any 
comfort off her; but that had been over 18 months ago and as I now headed north I hoped she had 
softened towards me. 

AS I CAM O'ER THE CAIRNEY MOUNT l knew I was getting closer to Dundee, for I was 
near the site of THE BA TILE OF SHERRAMUIR, and AS I STOOD BY YON ROOFLESS 
TOWER of the battle-scarred castle, I reflected that it was here that LORD GREGORY had given 
the ADDRESS OF BEELZEBUB to his infantry captain, and then addressing his vanquished 
troops proclaimed "CALEDONIA, one day we will return. Although I must go OVER SEA OVER 
SHORE, I trust YE TRUE LOY AL NA TTVES will await my return." Saying that, he galloped off 
with the force's favourite, THE CAPTAIN'S LADY leaving THE HENPECKED HUSBAND 
behind. 

I left the site of that bloody battle and late afternoon found me at last in Dundee. Journey's end. 
Naturally wishing to see my father, I thought it more urgent to see my brother first, so I quickly 

made my way to his house. It was a small cottage sandwiched between the mill of THE DUSTY 
MILLER and a pub called THE WREN'S NEST. Outside the pub, THERE'S THREE TRUE 
GUDE FELLOWS, who quite tipsy, were singing "AH. WOE IS ME, MY MOTHER DEAR. tho 
GUID ALE COMES TO ME, I wish THE LASS O' BALLOCHMYLE, take heed ON 
SENSIBILITY." 

As an ODE TO SPRING, I'd seen these VERSES WRITTEN WITH A PENCIL. Actually 
WHEN FIRST I SAW them, they were an INSCRIPTION WRITTEN ON THE BLANK LEAF 
of a family Bible. • 

I'd heard DUNCAN DAVISON sing it ON MRS. RIDDEi L'S BIRTHDAY party, and he'd 
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also sung it at HALLOWEEN when he and HUGHIE GRAHAM had dressed up as ghosts and 
literally scared the pants off PHILLIS, THE FAIR haired servant girl. 

But that was in happier times, and now, thinking of my dream of the night before, I knocked at 
the door with trepidation. Mary opened the door and the· TRAGIC FRAGMENT of a smile when 
she saw me, gave warning that all was not well. 

'Tm afraid your brother is seriously ill," she sobbed as we kissed platonically. "I'm afraid Jessie's 
dying. He's been in pain for some time, and I know he had thoughts ON A SUICIDE, But I talked 
him out of that. 

THO CRUEL FATE had brought me to Jessie's death bed, I was pleasPd I'd come to give him 
some comfort at the ened. 

He was in a fever and THE RANTIN LADDIE was shouting blasphemies and calling for 
damnation on the KIRK AND STATE EXCISEMEN. But alas, it was THE SONG OF DEATH 
and later that evening he passed away. 

"HOW CRUEL ARE THE PARENTS" I thought, "Who bring us into this world to suffer." 
Mary was brokenhearted. Tears cascaded down her cheeks as she kissed his still face. "Oh my 

LOVE FOR LOVE of you I'll stay true forever" she sobbed unashamedly. 
Three days laters we laid him to rest in Dundee cemetery. I was also sobbing and the Minster 

laid his hand on my shoulder and comfortingly said, "Cry away, my son, cry away, for MAN WAS 
MADE TO MOURN his fellow man." 

Titles taken from J. A. Mackay's Bicentenary Souvenir Edition of The Complete Works of Robert 
Burns. 
* Alternative title. 
# First line. 
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TEENY WEE 
O' Teeny Wee ma pair wee lamb, 
Whit fur ye lie saw still 
A brocht ye frae the wind and rain 
And the cruel winters chill 
An A laid yet at ma ain fireside 
An A tended ye wi care 
An it breaks ma heart ma pair wee lamb 
Tae see ye lyin there 

In ma airms ye gae'd ye're first wee bleat 
Li~e the cry o' a new born wean 
A watched ye sprachle tae yer feet 
An fa back doon again 
Och A didna mind the puddles 
A' ower my kitchen flair 
But it breaks ma heart ma pair wee lamb 
Tae see ye lyin there 

Yer mammy's waiting in the byre 
A promised her last nicht 
That A wud bring ye back again 
When cam the mornin licht 
She 'II fix me wi her glassy cen 
An she'll never trust me mair 
But A'm awfu glad, she canna sec 
Her wee lamb lying there 



But winter's blast, will suin be past 
Then comes the summer sun 
An in ahint the dyke each nicht 
Wee lambs will frisk and run 
Up on the bank, wi mony a prank 
They'll romp withoot a care 
An I'll be sad, ma pair wee lamb 
Because, ye'll no be there 

Suin comes the time, when in their prime 
Frae their mithers side theyre torn 
An weil they ken, as weil as men 
Fur what they have been born 
Spring, summer, autumn, winter 
It's the sequence o' a' life 
An A'll be glad ma pair wee lamb 
Ye were spared the butcher's knife 

Ye never felt the collie's nip 
Or wrastled in the shearer's grip 
Ye never felt the pain intense 
When hankit on a barbed wire fence 
A' that ye felt in yer short life 
Wis the tender love o' the fairmer's wife 

An noo in pastures green ye lie 
Wi a better shepherd than me nearby 
When its buchtin time, an A'm gaithered in 
An A must answer for a' ma sin 
Will ye remember? an speak for me 
An tell him, who loved his Teeny wee. 

HILDA MAY FAULDER 

Shanter's Canter 
One evening when I sat alone 
My muse stepped o'er from some far zone 
In precious moments I was gone 
My wind afloat 
Inspired by Burns, my muse moved on 
And thus I wrote: 

Dear Rabbie Burns I must confess 
Ae nicht as I strolled by Loch Ness 
A blustrin' win' rose frae the West 
An' blew fu' gale 
Then rustlin' houlets frac their nests 
Winged sleet an' hail. 

I staggered wi' ungainly gait 
As fleetin' hours were wearin' late, 
The pubs had closed at half past eight 
Whaun oot o' Hell 
There sprang Tam's blethrin' wife ca'd Kate 
Wi' warlike yell. 
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I gathered heel an' reached the howe 
Whaur groaning trees soon bent their boughs 
The rattlin' showers screamed "Here and now 
We'll mak' him scatter!" 
And sweat condensed frae heid tac brow 
Tae hear sic patter. 

Noo frae the past cam' Shanter's mare 
She clattered <loon some country stairs 
An' rider Tam brushed by my hair 
Noo standin straight 
Pursued by Nanny's ghaistly glare 
Which sealed my fate, 

She held Meg's tail in lang thin hand 
While cantrin' Tam flew through the land 
Up through Dundee whaur views look grand 
O'er country style 
Oor hero dashed wi' sites unplanned 
For Jang Scots miles. 

Noo grey mare Meg was ha'en <loot 
For foam had gathered at her snoot 
An' snarlin' cried "Am buggered oot -
Am nearly deid" 
Sic language didnae really .suit 
Oor trusty steed. 

But on she rade through Inverness 
Past Castle Urquhart's dark Loch Ness 
Whaun Meg cried, "Tam' We'll hae tac rest 
In yonder segs 
Am tired frae runnin' East tae West 
Wi' worn oot legs". 

Wee! Rab, this tale of truth I cry 
For Nanny's ghaist had caught my eye 
Wi' auld Meg's tail, she let it fly 
At me nae <loot 
I swear by God just where I lie 
I near passed oot. 

I saw puir Maggie in the dark 
She stopped sae fast Tam shot his mark 
An tore apart the cutty sark 
That Nanny wore 
An' woe betide tae see her stark 
Gar Tammy roar. 

I beg of you dear Rab my friend 
Tae tell me how this tale should end 
You see it's drove me roun' the bend 
In sic a state 
For Tam took Nan an' made amend 
An' left me Kate. 



My muse had held me to her time 
Arresting me from high sublime 
And gently placed me on the line 
Wi' laughin' eye 
Gave Rabbie Burns frae "Auld Lang Syne" 
This last reply. 

Dear Sandy lad, I gie ye due 
Reviving ancient scenes anew 
As far's your fate, I hae nae clue 
O' just rewards 
But sure as one and one maks two 
Be on your guard. 

It seems whilst clootie's scripts unfold 
Your mask idented loud an' bold 
Some bluided contract has been sold 
For past misdeeds 
Noo Nick has cam' tac claim your soul 
On Tammy's steed. 

There's no use moanin' o' your fate 
For what you've got you're too damned late 
To change the course o' life's estate 
That transcends time 
Tak' my advice at ony rate 
Just draw the line. 

Noo Tam O'Shanter's scenes look grand 
But somehow things got oot o' hand 
There's aething I can't understand 
An' you'll agree 
The ending is not what I planned 
But yours I see. 

Your century mak's whisky sour 
An bluidy Mary's by the hour 
An' boozin' seems tae be the cure 
For worldly deeds 
But how much· mare can you endure 
For a' your needs. 

Am very grateful' whif you've wrote 
On scrimpy scrawly crumpled note 
Nae wonder you are in this boat 
O'er sic a spree 
Again advice on this I quote 
Just bear the gree. 

The midnight hour now strikes my breast, 
St. Michael calls me back tae rest; 
Lift up your heid may heav'n bless 
You for this curse. 
In parting I must say in jest, 
It could be worse. 

JOHN SANDY WYNESS 
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Mrs. MOLLIE RENNIE, 50 Loren Terrace, Whitlawburn, Cambuslang, Glasgow. 
S. K. GAW, 'Camasunary', 2 Kidsneuk Road, Irvine, Ayrshire. KA12 8SR. 
A. C. W. TRAIN, 71 Woodside Crescent, Newmains, Lanarkshire. ML2 9LA. 
R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh. EH9 2NB. 
DANIEL J. McILDOWIE, J.P., 'Tnvermay', Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire. 
DR. J. S. MONTGOMERIE, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., F.S.A., Woodside, 62 Murray Crescent, 

Lamlash, Arran. 
W. J. KING-GILLIES, Guthrie Court, 10 Lasswade Road, Edinburgh. EH16 6RZ. 
H. GEORGE McKERROW, J.P., Whiterne, 61 Albert Road, Dumfries. DG2 9DL. 

District Representatives 

I. Ayrshire: 
WILLIAM MORRISON, 19 Campbell Street, Newmilns, Ayrshire 
Mrs. P. THOMSON, 52A Dundonald Road, Kilmarnock 
SAM HANNAH, 55 Ayr Road, Kilmarnock 
JAMES GIBSON, Craigowan Cottage, 28 Brewlands Road, Symington, Ayrshire. 

TT. Edinburgh: 
T. D. McTLWRATTH, 8 Silverknowes Bank, Edinburgh. EH4 5PD 
DAVID SCOBBTE, 23 Barleyknowe Terrace, Gorebridge 
GORDON GRANT, 1 Newmills Court, 464 Lanark Road West, Balerno, Edinburgh. EH 14. 

TIT. Glasgow: 
ARCHIE McARTHUR, 33 Inchmead Drive, Kelso, Roxburghshire. TD5 7LW 
DOUGLAS BURGESS, 1 Wolfe Avenue, Newton Mearns, Glasgow. G77 6TQ 

IV. Dunbartonshire and Argyll: 

V. Fife: 
CHARLES KENNEDY, 101 Dundonald Park, Cardenden, Fife. KY5 ODC 

VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders: 

VTIT. West Lothian: 

IX. Renfrewshire: 
WILLIAM WILLIAMSON, 30 Ivanhoe Road, Foxbar, Paisley, Renfrewshire 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires: 
DOUGLAS McEWAN, 18 Auchenbaird, Sauchie, Alloa 
CHARLES DUTHIE, c/o Stirling Castle, Stirling 

XT. Tayside region: 
ALISTAIR M. GOWANS, 1 Dryburgh Gardens, Dundee 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties: 
CLIFFORD PARR, 22 Moy Terrace, Inverness 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties: 
HUGH CUNNINGHAM, Carrick Lea, 99 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries 
Mrs. S. KNIGHT, 17 Greenlea Road, Annan, Dumfriesshirc 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England: 
T. F. HODGE, 42 Elmroyd Avenue, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 2EE 

XV. North East England: 
Mrs. ANN DONNAN, 5 Buxton Gardens, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear 
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XVI. North West England: 
Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, 'Dinarth', 16 Half Edge Lane, Eccles, Manchester. M30 9GL 

XVI!. Yorkshire: 
DAVID HANNAH, Cedar Lodge, 17 Inglewood Avenue, Birkby, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. HD2 

2DS 
J. DAVIE, 11 Cornfield Avenue, Oakes, Huddersfield 

XVIII. North and East Midlands: 
R. W. TAYLOR, 26 Summerlea Road, Leicester. LES 2GF 
L. JEAVONS, 36 Brunswick Road, Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 2RH 

XIX. West Midlands of England: 
J. S. MORRISON, 16 Erica Avenue, Woodland, Bedworth, Warwickshire. 

XX. South Western England: 
1. SMITH, 3 Muircrot Place, Coalsnaughton 

XXI. Wales: 
TOM RIDDOCK, 37 Newbiggin Crescent, Tullibody, Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

XXII. Ireland: 
Miss JEAN ANNESLEY, 190 Ballyclare Road, Newton Abbey, Co. Antrim. BT36 8JR. 

XXIII. Africa: 
MURRAY BLAIR, 39 Glenpark Avenue, Glasgow. G16 7JE 

XXIV. Australia: 
D. J. McILDOWIE, Invermay, Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthsire 
ALLAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 

XXV. New Zealand: 
WILLIAM SCOTT, 'Oakfield', Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada: 
Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada. N6H 4A6 

XXVII. Near and Middle East: 
DONALD URQUHART, Glebe House, 39 Glebe Street, Dumfries. DGl 2LQ 

XXVIII. U.S.A.: 
ALAN R. BOOTH, ARINC Research Corp, 2551 Riva Road, Annapolis Md. 21401, U.S.A. 
Mrs. MARY M. DUNSMORE, 21 Lynwood Close, St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex. TN37 7HT 

XXIX. Europe: 
DAVE SMITH, 22 Cargcnbridge, Troquecr, Dumfries. DG2 8LW 

For aH that's good in Scottish food 

LICENSED RESTAURANT & PRIVATE HOTEL t=be pf per<'S 
11 Union Place, Montrose 
tel. Montrose (0674) 72298 

Alistair Campsie's controversial new novel, The Clarinda Conspriacy, sets out the starling theory that Robert Bums, preachilg 
fiberty, equality and the brothertiood of man, was ruined and brought to lis premature death by a fearful government in 
revolutionary times. 
"/Jeaufiful/y written MHI Vlf1 atmospheric. Mr Campsie is one of Oii foremost authorities on lltns and he has broken new 
ground." -Harry Reid, deputy editor, fJasgow Herald. 
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If you'd like a specially signed copy, you can either get one by post (£12.95 & 90p p. & p.) or in person from the famiy hotel, 
where you can meet the author, eat the best of Scots kitchen, eqoy a dram, and tour the lllllls' heartlald. 



List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1928 Aberdeen 1963 Stirling 
1894 Glasgow 1929 Troon 1964 London 
1895 Dundee 1930 Greenock 1965 Hamilton 
1896 Kilmarnock 1931 Ha wick 1966 Troon 
1897 Greenock 1932 Stirling 1967 Sheffield 
1898 Mauch line 1933 London 1968 Falkirk 
1899 Dumfries 1934 Glasgow 1969 Southport 
1900 Kilmarnock 1935 Ayr and 1970 Arbroath 
1901 Glasgow Kilmarnock 1971 Coventry 
1902 Greenock 1936 Elgin 1972 Aberdeen 
1903 Edinburgh 1937 Newcastle- 1973 Dumfries 
1904 Stirling upon-Tyne 1974 Edinburgh 
1905 Hamilton 1938 Dumfries 1975 Dundee 
1906 Kilmarnock 1940-46 Glasgow 1976 Leeds 
1907 Sunderland 1947 Dunoon 1977 Motherwell 
1908 St. Andrews 1948 Stirling 1978. Glasgow 
1909 Dunfermline 1949 Mauchline 1979 London, 
1910 Lanark 1950 Bristol Ontario 
1911 Glasgow 1951 Montrose 1980 Leicester 
1912 Carlisle 1952 Norwich 1981 Irvine 
1913 Galashiels 1953 Paisley 1982 Dumfries 
1915-19 Glasgow 1954 Sheffield 1983 Annapolis, USA 
1920 London 1955 Edinburgh 1984 Stirling 
1921 Dunfermline 1956 Cheltenham 1985 London 
1922 Birmingham 1957 Aberdeen 1986 Kilmarnock 
1923 Ayr 1958 Harrogate 1987 Edinburgh 
1924 Dumfries 1959 Ayr 1988 Hamilton, Ontario 
1925 Edinburgh 1960 Glasgow 1989 York 
1926 Perth 1961 Dumfries 
1927 Derby 1962 Durham 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 

FEDERATION MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1988/89 

Miss Y. E. Ogilvie, 'Lingerwood', 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries. DG2 9A Y 
Ancel M. D. Brown, 2228 Markham Court, Lexington, Kentucky 40504, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Vivian Kerr, 21 Glencaple Avenue, Castledykes, Dum'fries. 
Mrs. Patricia Riddick, 17 Mill Road, Dumfries. 
G. Wallace Lockhart, 59 Oatlands Park, Linlithgow, West Lothian. EH49 6AS. 
Mrs. Sally Clar, 'Nia-Roo', Nether Gribton, Dumfries. DG2 OJB. 
1. Parnham, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay,.Leeds. LS8 2QT. 
Murray Blair, 29 Glenpark Avenue, Glasgow. G46 7JE. 
R. Wilson, Thornly Park House, Thornly Park Avenue, Paisley. 
A. Nicolson, 5 Brathwic Terrace, Bradick, Isle of Arran. KA27 8BW. 
Prof. John Ashmead, 10 Railroad Avenue, Apt. 28, Haverford, U.S.A. 19041. 
Donald L. Reid, 7 Manuel Avenue, Beith, Ayrshire. 
Thomas W. Hemsley, 30 Westbury Walk, Corby, Northants. 
Ronald McAdam, 141 Chantry Road, Chessington, Surrey. KT9 IXD. 
Henry G. Scabourne, 29 Station Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham. B27 6DH. 
Thomas B. Myles, 7B Wallace House, Berryhill Road, Cumbernauld, Glasgow. G67 !LU. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire - 41 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchlinc 
349 'Howff, Kilmarnock 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
682 Cumnock Jolly Beggars 
772 Prestwick 

773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be', Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 I rvinc Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
954 Newton, Ayr 
982 Garnock 
995 Drongan 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 

1028 Mercat Hotel, Cumnock 
1029 Kilwinning 
1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 
!064 Aftongrange 
1071 Rattlin Squad. Ochiltree 
1079 Afton Lily 
1083 Barr 

Secretary: J. H. Bull, 49 Annanhill Avenue, Kilmarnock. 

II. Edinburgh - 26 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
198 Gorebridge 
212 Portobello 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balerno 
341 Leith 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 
398 Colinton 
516 The Airts Burns Club 

740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
929 Bathgate 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Laddies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 
998 Eyemouth Clachan 

JO\ I Haddington Golf Club 
1025 Newton Lads, Midlothian 
1031 Cramond Brig 

Secretary: Gordon Innes, 3 South Park, Trinity, Edinburgh. 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 

III. Glasgow - 14 Clubs: 1 Member 

74 National Burns Memorial Homes 
169 Glasgow Burns Club Association 
263 Masonic 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
642 Rutherglen 

Secretary: David L. Stevenson, c/o Neill Clerk Solicitors, 9 Clairmont Gdns., Charing Cross, 
Glasgow. G3 7LW. 
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2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires - 5 Clubs: I Member 

695 Kilmarnock 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton. G82 4ER. 

13 St. Andrews 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 

V. Fife - 12 Clubs: I Member 

803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 

688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 

1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
1040 Cowdenbeath 
1074 Glenrothes 

20 Airdrie 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Jean Armour 
356 Burnbank Masonic 

Secretary: 

VI. Lanarkshire - 19 Clubs: 2 Members 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 

387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
390 Meikle Earnock 

939 Griffin 
961 Larkhall 

392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
578 Lan;irkshire B.C.A. 

973 Salsburgh Miners 
1081 Ravenscraig 

187 Galashiels 
239 Hawick 
839 Coldstream 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 

Secretary: Ms. Ann Pickering, 95 Dyfrig St., Shotts, Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders - 6 Clubs: I Member 

1003 Whitea9der 
1026 Duns Burns Club 
1067 Seton Burns Club 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 
430 Gourock 

IX. Renfrewshire -10 Clubs: I Member 

576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

1034 Kilbarchan 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 1065 Erskine 

Secretary: Mr. W. Williamson, 30 Ivanhoe Road, Paisley. 
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X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires - 34 Clubs: 3 Members 

6 Alloa, Haggis 
37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
399 St. Ringans 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
543 Abbey Craig 
630 Coalsnaughton 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 
657 Fallin Burns Club 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tillicoultry 
769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan & Perth 

850 Dollar Masonic 
865 Forester Arms 
895 Westerton Burns Club 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 
925 Laurieston 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
935 Torbrex, Stirling 
993 Cambusbarron 

1000 United Glass 
1022 Blane Valley 
1055 Lhanbryde 
1059 Dundas 
1062 Ashburn ,House 
1069 Falkirk Friday Night Club 
1085 Tartan Weavers 

Secretary: Douglas McEwan, 18 Auchenbaird, Sauchie, Alloa. 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 
42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

XI. Tayside Regional Area - 9 Clubs: I Member 

360 Lochec. Dundee 
627 Kinross 
955 Gartwhinzean 

1049 Lodge Camperdown 

Secretary: Frank Curran, I Sauchinblae Place, Dundee. DD3 9RS 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties - 13 Clubs: I Member 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St Giles (Elgin) 
691 Inverness 

698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties Association 

1066 Fochabers 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 28 Whitehall Place, Aberdeen. AB2 4PA 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties - 24 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 
217 Eskdale 
226 Dumfries 
323 Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 
401 Brig-En (Waverley) 
437 Dumfries Ladies 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A. 
536 Whithorn 
562 Castle Douglas 
589 Solway 
629 Sanquhar 

660 The Langholm Ladies 
693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
730 Wigtown 
818 Dalbeattie and District 
916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
924 S.C.T.A. 
926 Rosamond 
985 New Galloway 
999 Dumfries Round Table 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 
1057 Lochmaben Drouthy Neebors 
1058 Stranraer 

Secretary: Donald R. Urquhart, Glebe House, 39 Glebe Street, Dumfries. DG 1 1 LO. 
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XIV. London and South-Eastern England - 11 Clubs: 1 Member 

I Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Society 
570 Scottish Clans Association 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
719 Chelmsford and District Scottish Society 
743 Romford Scottish Association 

918 Dover and East Kent 
952 Guildford 

1032 Croydon 
1047 Colchester 
I 050 Hertfordshire 
1063 Caledonian Club London 

Secretary: T. F. Hodge, 42 Elmroyd Avenue, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 2EE. 

XV. North-Eastern England - 7 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 744 Durham and District Cal. Society 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 

745 Northumberland and Durham Cal. Society 
1030 Darlington Gaelic Society 

699 Choppington 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 23 Salisbury Avenue, North Shields, Tyne & Wear. NE29 9PD. 

XVI. North-Western England - 14 Clubs: 2 Members 

95 Bolton 754 Thornton Cleveleys and Dis:rict Scottish 
236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Society 

Society 
834 St. Andrew's Society (Altrincham, Sale 

and Dist.) 
956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Society 
989 Holt Hill 

1008 Caledonian Soc. of W. Cumberland 
1016 Leyland and District Burns Society 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 24 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 

XVII. Yorkshire - 18 Clubs: 2 Members 

405 Sheffield 
454 Rotherham 
548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's Society 
556 Doncaster 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Society 

812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 
880 Otley and District 
894 Beverley and District 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
987 Hull 

1023 Skipton and District 

Secretary: Mr. Harry McGuffog, 30 South Edge, Shipley, W. Yorks 
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XVIII. North and East Midlands of England - 25 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Society 
872 East Midland Scottish Society 

878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
963 Cotgrave 

1015 Maltby 
1037 Grimsby and Cleethorpes 
1051 Northampton 
1053 Corby Grampian 
1060 Hinckley 
1072 Hazel Tree, Corby 
1075 Sgian-Dhu, Corby 

Secretary: A. McLarty, Cruachan, 5 Vicarage Lane, Beckingham, Doncaster. DNlO 4PN. 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
553 Wolverhampton 

XIX. West Midlands of England - 10 Clubs: I Member 

683 Stratford Upon Avon 
777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 

559 Coventry Cal. Society 1005 Tamworth & District Scot. Soc. 
1036 West Midlands 661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. Society 

Secretary: D. Jones, 23 Aynho Close, Mount Nod, Coventry. CVS 7HH. 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 

XX. South-Western England - 7 Clubs: I Member 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 

462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Society 

Secretary: James Graham, 27 Collum End Rise, Cheltenham. GL53 OPA. 

XXI. Wales - Club: l Member 

940 Pembroke Cal. Society 

XXII. Ireland - 3 Clubs: l Member 

15 Belfast 1010 H. W. Burns Club, Belfast 
1018 East Antrim Burns Association 

XXIII. Africa - 4 Clubs: l Member 

896 Sierra Leone 
962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 

964 Gambia Caledonian Society 
1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) 
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XXIV. Australia - 21 Clubs: 2 Members 

523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 
919 Orange and District 
950 Drummoyne 
965 Royal Cal. Society of S. Australia 

977 Whyalla 
984 MacQuarie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 
1027 Scottish Australian Heritage Council 
1038 Brisbane 
1043 R. Burns Soc. of S. Australia 
1054 Hunter Valley 
1056 Toowoomba 
1086 Mackay and District 

XXV. New Zealand - 3 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 915 Canterbury Burns Club 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield', Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada - 19 Clubs: 2 Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's Society 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 
841 Robert Burns Association of Montreal 
842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, Ontario 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 

946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 
974 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 
1009 Edmonton Scottish Soc. 
1012 Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club 
1041 Nanaimo 
1078 Vancouver 

XXVIII. U.S.A. - 26 Clubs: 2 Members 

220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
413 San Francisco 
701 Detroit 
826 Charlotte, N.C. 
870 Massachusetts 
941 San Diego 
958 Toledo 
966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 
978 Dickeyville 
981 Berkshire, Mass. 
986 Annapolis 
994 Midlands, Columbia 

1001 Mystic Highland Pipe Band 
1006 St. Andrew's Soc. of Mexico 
1007 Rhode Island 
1017 Southwick Burns Club 
1035 Kansas City 
1045 Heather and Thistle Soc. 
1068 Central Kentucky 
1070 Milwaukee 
1073 Erie, P.A. 
1077 Tulsa 
1082 Tabard Inn 
1087 Orange County 
1088 United Scottish 

Secretary: Alan Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland. U.S.A. 

XXIX. Asia - 5 Clubs: 1 Member 

934 Manama Caledonian Society 
959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 

1021 Kuwait Calcdonians 

1033 Java St. Andrew's Soc. 
I 048 Hong Kong 

XXX. Europe - 4 Clubs: 1 Member 

717 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
1061 Brussels 

G 

!080 Swiss Burns Soc. 
1084 Benidorm 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
CANADA 1988 

Clubs represented: 696 Whitley Bay & Di'strict Soc. of St. Andrew (3) 
701 Detroit Burns Club (1) 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club (2) 710 Burns Society of Toronto (3) 
1 Burns Club of London (3) 718 St. Andrew Society of York (3) 

15 Belfast Burns Association (1) 726 Robert Burns Club of Melbourne )2) 
21 Greenock Burns Club (3) 763 Wakefield Caledonian Society (3) 
40 Aberdeen Burns Club (1) 812 St. Andrew Society of Bradford (3) 
55 Derby Scottish Assoc. & Burns Club (2) 842 Ye Bonnie Doon Burns Club, Hamilton, Ont. (2) 
89 Sunderland Burns Club (1) 845 Tam o' Shanter Burns Club, Coventry (3) 
95 Bolton Burns Club (2) 918 Dover & East Kent Scottish Society (2) 

112 Burns Howff Club Dumfries (2) 926 Rosamond Burns Club, Gretna Green (2) 
192 Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs (2) 933 Busbiehill Burns Club (3) 
197 Winnipeg Robert Burns Club (2) 936 Irvine Lasses Burns Club (1) 
226 Dumfries Burns Club (2) 939 Griffin Burns Club, ·Gartcosh (3) 
252 Alloway Burns Club(!) 944 Alamo Burns Club, Paisley (2) 
263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club (1) 945 Kirkless Scottish Highland Society (1) 
275 Ayr Burns Club (1) 946 Calgary Burns Club (3) 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association (1) 961 Larkhall Burns Club (3) 
349 Howff Burns Club Kilmarnock (3) 980 Niagara Falls Burns Club (3) 
360 Lochee Burns Club (3) 986 Robert Burns Society of Annapolis (3) 
366 Liverpool Burns Club (2) 1000 United Glass Jolly Beggars Burns Club ).1) 
378 Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Assoc. (2) 1007 Rhode Island Anniversary Committee (3) 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell Burns Club (3) 1024 North American Association of Federated Burnsians (2) 
393 Annan Ladies Burns Club (3) 1036 West Midlands District of England (2) 
437 Dumfries Ladies Burns Club (3) 1045 Heather & Thistle Society (1) 
494 Motherwell United Services Burns Club (2) 1062 Ashburn House Burns Club (2) 
501 Galt Burns Club (3) 1068 Robert Burns Society of Central Kentucky (1) 
530 Southern Scottish Counties Burns Assoc. (2) 1070 Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee (3) 
559 Coventry & District Caledonian Soc. ( 1) 1075 Sgian Dhu Ceilidh Club, Corby (2) 
561 London (Ontario) Burns Club (2) 1076 Can-Du Burns Club (1) 
566 Scottish Soc. & Burns Club of Australia (1) Executive Committee Members (17) 
606 Corby Stewart & Lloyds Burns Club (1) 
630 Coalsnaughton Burns Club (1) 
681 Kilmarnock Cronies Burns Club (I) 

President Enez Logan welcomed the delegates to the IOlst Annual General Meetirig. She reported 
that during her term in office she had attended ceremonies and functions in many parts of the 
country and had felt it had been a great year for her. She expressed her appreciation of the kind 
welcomes and support she had received both from friends not present and delegates at the A.G.M. 

She said that she would miss Bill Anderson but was sure that the Federation had a very good 
friend in John Inglis. 

In addition she said she would like to thank the members of the Executive Committee, Sub 
Committee Conveners, Peter Westwood and Anne Gaw who had given her a great deal of help and 
support and last but not least, her husband Robert, who had been so patient and given her support 
over the past year. 

The President said the Federation had lost many fine Burnsians during the year including 
Honorary Presidents Prof. Toshio Namba of Japan, John Begg of Australia and John Nicol of 
Coalsnaughton. The members stood in a minutes silence in respect of the memory of all Burnsians 
who had passed on during the year. 
Apologies Apologies for absence were intimated from George Anderson, Noel Dinwiddie, Mrs. J. 
Burgoyne, Bill Anderson, Hutchinson Sneddon, Prof. Grant McEwan, J. Davie, Douglas Geddes, 
Charles Duthie, Harry McGuffog, James Glass and Jim Irvine. 

Secretary's Report 
John Inglis said he was pleased in the absence of Bill Anderson to present his Report: 
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"This will be my final report to the Burns Federation as its Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. When 
I demit office I will have held the position for over seven years: enough for me and enough for the 
Federation. 

"The Burns Federation has given me a lot of friendship and an unlimited amount of oppor!unity. 
During my time in office a great deal has been achieved. The St. Giles' Appeal which I inherited 
from Jock Thomson reached its conclusion with the dedication of the Burns Window in 1985, the 
application for a coat-of-arms which commenced in 1981 should be concluded this year and the 
Annual National Schoolchildren's Competition is now well established. Publications have been 
important with Bairnsangs and the Burns Federation Songbook reprinted in 1982, the Veitch 
children's Life of Burns published in 1984, the Federation Centenary Book in 1985; the Complete 
Works in 1986, the same year as The Burnsian was launched and the Complete Letters in 1987. 

"I am pleased to have been associated with these achievements. I don't think I have got in the 
way too much and I like to think I may have helped a little." 

"Now, however, I have run out of steam and it is time to step aside and allow someone else to 
provide the drive that the Federation must have if it is not to become just a talking shop. The time 
is particularly opportune in that Headquarters is not at present involved in any of these major 
projects which consume so much effort, and routine matters are therefore well in hand." 

'To the Federation and its office bearers - I wish you good fortune. To all of you - thank" you." 

No. of Clubs on roll as at October 1987 

Resigned and disbanded: 
133 Newarthill Burns Club 
274 Troon Burns Club 

Re-affiliated: 
6 The Haggis Club, Alloa 

398 Colinton Burns Club 

Affiliated: 
1072 Hazel Tree Burns Club 
1073 Robert Burns Club of Erie 
1074 Glenrothes Burns Club 
1075 Sgian Dhu Burns Club 
1076 The Can-Du Burns Club 
1077 Scottish Club of Tulsa 
1078 Burns Club of Vancouver 
1079 Afton Lily Burns Club 

Membership Figures 

Number of Federation Members on Roll as at June 1988 

371 

2 

369 

10 

379 

251 

Mr Inglis said he felt Bill Anderson was being unfair to himself and he had made a sterling 
contribution during his term of office. At Alloa on 25th June the Executive of the Federation had 
marked the .stalwart service Bill Anderson has given and presented him with a gold watch in 
recognition of his contribution to the Federation. 

Mrs Rennie said she had interviewed Bill Anderson with Mrs Turner before he had been 
presented to the Federation Executive. She said we had had a great Secretary who was worthy of 
the Burns Federation and would be sorry to see him go. She said the Federation was fortunate in 
having John Inglis as his successor and welcomed him to the post. She moved adoption of the 
Secretary's Report, seconded by Mr. J. Smith, Coalsnaughton Burns Club. 

Finance Report 
Mr T. Mcilwraith, Convener of the Finance Committee, presented the Financial Statement. He 
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reported that although the Ordinary Fund showed only a balance of £96.75 they had been reluctant 
to increase subscriptions because a number of small clubs might drop out. He expressed the 
Federation's appreciation of the generosity of those who had given donations and of Abe Train's 
excellent contribution of £1050 from the 200 Club. He was slightly disappointed that it had not yet 
reached the 200 mark and asked delegates to promote this fund-raising project. He also expressed 
appreciation of the donation from Peter Westwood from the sale of envelopes. 

He reported that the Literature Fund was a bit healthier and in their wisdom the Executive 
Committee had invested £12,000 in National Savings Income Bonds. Once again the Federation was 
indebted to Esso Petroleum for giving £2,000 for the Schools Competitions. 

The Federation has £16,000 in saleable stock. There was still a large number of Centenary Books 
and it had been decided to sell this excellent publication at £2 per copy. 

The Central Fund showed a balance of £2943.86. The Federation was grateful to Dumfries Howff 
Burns Club which had met the cost of having the Coat of Arms matriculated. 

The Reserve Fund showed a healthy balance of £6587.83 thanks to a surplus of £3,000 from the 
Edinburgh Conference. 

The other funds were self explanatory. 
Mr G. Mudie moved adoption of the Finance Report, seconded by Mr John Mackay (931). 

Burns Chronicle Report 
Mr Jim Mackay reported that the 1989 Burns Chronicle will be published in mid November, a bit 
later than usual. It will have the same format as the 1988 edition. Many of the members do not like 
the new format of the Chronicle and Club Reports will be restored for 1990. He asked that Clubs 
should restrict their reports to a maximum of 150 words. He also asked Clubs to send him news 
items he could use in The Burnsian during the year. 

In two years time we will be celebrating the lOOth issue of the Burns Chronicle and he hoped that 
it would be a very special number. 

He thanked the members for replying to the questionnaire. The result had shown that the 
Chronicle continues to be the lifeline of the Burns movement. He hoped still to be Editor for the 
IOOth issue of the Chronicle but neither it nor the Burnsian could carry on unless members supported 
them. 

He reported that the profit on their publications was around £4,000 but the loss on the Burnsian 
and Chronicle last year was £2,000. 

Mr. Mackay's main purpose in coming to North America was to take photographs of Burns 
Statues for his next publication. 

Mr J. Little, Ye Bonnie Doon moved adoption of the Editor's Report, seconded by Mr D. Jones, 
West Midlands. 
Schools Competitions Report 
In Mrs Glass's absence, Mr. Allan Stoddart presented the following report: 

"The harmonious working now restored in schools after a seemingly interminable period of 
frsustration and unrest has undoubtedly led to increased participation in the 1988 Schools 
Competitions. It is gratifying to be able to report that 713 schools took part this session, and increase 
of 26 over last year's total, and also that despite imminent school closures in certain areas and 
plummeting school rolls the number of competitors rose by 5,839. 

The successful operation of the Schools Competitions is dependent on the willing co-operation 
and the enthusiasm of many people, and the Burns Federation greatly appreciates the active 
assistance freely given. Thanks is due to the Education Authorities for the administrative work 
entailed and to Head Teachers and to their Staffs for their dedication and for the encouragement 
given to their pupils. The printers, Messrs Dinwiddie Grieve, also deserve mention for providing a 
reliable and courteous service. 
Statistics 
Recitation ......................................................................................................... . 
Scottish Literature (Written) ................................................................................. . 
Singing ............................................................................................................. . 
Accompanying ................................................................................................... . 
Scottish Music (Instrumental) ............................................................................... .. 
Individual Project Work ....................................................................................... . 

Total Competitors ................................................................. 126,024 

100 

86,773 
8,193 

31,796 
518 

3,610 
5, 134 



No. of Schools ....... ... ................... ... .. . .. ...... .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. .. ... . ... . 713 
No. of Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,532 

Esso Petroleum Company 
The continuing sponsorship of the Schools Competitions by the Esso Petroleum Company is most 
welcome and the Burns Federation Executive is greatly encouraged by the interest shown. This 
year's most handsome donation of two thousand pounds gladdens the heart of the Hon. Treasurer. 
Art Competition 1988 
Subject for Primary Schools: "An interesting scene, incident or character from Scottish history" OR 
"My Pet". 

Subject for Secondary Schools: "A scene or character from a Burns poem or song or from his 
life story" OR "An interesting local/national event or happening". 

The Art Competition proved attractive to schools and was well supported particularly by Primary 
departments. Quite a number of the Primary entries showed considerable artistic promise and a 
high degree of competence in the treatment of the subject chosen. 

The Secondary paintings were mostly from 3rd year pupils and although few in number were of 
superior quality. Several of the eye-catching entries depicting a Burns scene were very skilfully done 
indeed. 

Predictably dogs were high on the list of pets selected by the Primary pupils and cats found favour 
as well, but there was a surprising number of less usual ones such as stick insects, ferrets, gerbils, 
squirrels and rock pythons. The pupils who opted for the Scottish theme showed a remarkable 
variety of choice of subject and afforded proof that Scottish history is occupying its rightful place 
in the school curriculum. The striking and colourful entries included the following titles: 

The Marriage of Malcolm III and The Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots 
Robert Bruce and the Spider 
The Last Shift - Miners' Strike of 1926 
Robert Burns 
The Tay Bridge Disaster 
A Border Raid 
King Alexander III stumbles on the cliffs 
St. Columba in Iona 
Portrait of James VI 

The "Toshio Namba" Trophy awarded annually to the Primary School producing the winner of 
the first prize went to Langlands Primary School, Forfar. As usual book tokens were sent to 
individual prize-winners in both sections of the competition and to those commended. Certificates 
of merit were awarded to all pupils whose work reached the appropriate standard. 

Prize Winners Primary Schools 
lst Kaye Robertson Langlands P.S., Forfar 
2nd Colin Din Longhaugh P.S., Dundee 
3rd Sarah Rogerson George Watson's College, Edinburgh 
4th Alistair Rough George Watson's College, Edinburgh 
Sth Elizabeth Callan Law P.S., Carluke 
Commended Scott Muir Glenburn P.S., Prestwick 

Prize Winners 
lst 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
Sth 
Commended 

Gordon Muirhead Longhaugh P.S., Dundee 
Kevin Reynolds St. Augustine's P.S., Coatbridge 
Pamela Wilson Glen burn P .S., Prestwick 
Simon H. Weston George Watson's College, Edinburgh 

Number of Entries - 776 

Heather Ann Nimmo 
Suzie Hughes 
Lorraine Black 
Scott Smith 
Shona Brown 
David Johnstone 
Michele J. Laverty 
Julie Mcfarlane 

Secondary Schools 
Brannock High School, Motherwll 
Brannock High School, Motherwell 
Brannock High School, Motherwell 
Sacred Heart Academy, Girvan 
Brannock High School, Motherwell 
Sacred Heart Academy, Girvan 
Sacred Heart Academy, Girvan 
Sacred Heart Academy, Girvan 
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Karen McGibbons Sacred Heart Academy, Girvan 

Alex Mciver Rosebowl 
Number of Entries - 19 

One great disappointment this year was the abysmal response from Primary schools to the newly
introduced inter-school competition for Individual Project Work. For reasons as yet unexplained 
and despite the fact that over 100 schools indicated a willingness to take part in this section only 
one school submitted entries. The trophy was therefore withheld this session but book tokens were 
sent to the single competing school to reward the pupils' efforts. 
National Schoolchildren's Competition 
The third National Schoolchildren's Competition was held in tlie Steps Theatre Dundee on Saturday, 
30th May, 1987, and was fully reported in the 5th issue of The Burnsian. It was hosted by Lochee 
Burns Club and by Dundee Burns Club, who also provided trophies for the new section of 
Instrumental Music. It was a highly successful venture, the children performing magnificently. 

The Lord Provost of Dundee expressed his pleasure at being present and extended a most cordial 
welcome to the performers and the audience. Four Districts took part, Ayrshire, the Borders, the 
Southern Scottish Countries and Tayside. The Ayrshire team took first place with Tayside as runner
up, and the McLauchlan Trophy was handed over in person by Mrs McLauchlan. Mr John Scott, 
Manager of Aberdeen and Inverness Esso Locations said that he was most impressed by the obvious 
enthusiasm of the children and by the quality of their performance. 

Mrs Peggy Thomson and the members of the sub-committee deserve great credit for their yeoman 
efforts in organising yet another first-rate competition. 

The flow of correspondence throughout the year continued practically undiminished, a number 
of the friendly letters received stressing the pride felt in the possession of a Burns Federation Merit 
Certificate. One late request for a replacement came for a girl who was heartbroken because she 
had accidentally dropped hers in a puddle while showing it to her admiring chums. The Head 
Teacher of Achnagarry Primary School wrote to say her roll was seven and that her two girls in 
Primary 7 were practising hard for the Lochaber Music Festival, but that her third pupil in the class, 
a, boy, "was too busy blasting his bagpipes to learn his Burns songs". The principal teacher of Art 
in Brannock High School, Motherwell also wrote saying, "I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for all the work you put into the organising of this competition. We have found it to 
be particularly helpful and encouraging to our pupils." 

This session has witnessed much rewarding and commendable activity on the part of Burns Clubs 
and Associations in setting up Burns competitions in their respective districts. Glowing reports have 
been received expressing delight at the enthusiasm and high level of performance in recitation, 
singing, instrumental music and project work displayed by the children. The following Clubs deserve 
great praise for the thought, preparation and organisation involved in these ventures and are also 
warmly thanked for sending in reports of their efforts to ensure the preservation of our Scottish 
heritage: Airdrie Burns Club, A' the Airts Burns Club, Stonehouse, Alloway Burns Club, Ayr Burns 
Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Glenrothes Burns Club, Howff Burns Club Kilmarnock, Irvine Lasses' 
Burns Club, Larkhall Burns Club, Allantion Jolly Beggars' Burns Club, Lanarkshire Association of 
Burns Clubs, Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association, Lochee Burns Clubs, Perth Burns Club, 
Renfrewshire Association of Burns Clubs, Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association, Ayrshire 
Junior Writers Society. 

In conclusion I should like to express my appreciation of the assistance and encouragement given 
to me by the President, the Hon. Secretary, the Assistant Secretary and the members of the Schools 
Competitions Committee. 

Mrs. Rennie in moving the adoption of the Schools report suggested that someone should offer 
to act as Assistant to Mr. Glass. She reminded the Committee that Albert Finlayson had acted as 
Assistant to Fred Belford before taking on the responsibility himself. Mr. R. Riddock, Ashburn 
House, seconded the Report. It was noted that Mr Glass had assured the Committee that everything 
was clearly documented but there was a strong feeling that someone should be familiar with the 
working of the Competitions in addition to Mr. Glass. 

Mr A. Gowans expressed the feeling of the Council that Mr Glass did an excellent job and thanked 
Mrs. Peggy Thomson for her work on the National Competition. 

Scottish Literature Report 
Your committee has had a very full, and generally successful, year. 
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Despite our disappointment at the number of subscribers for Jim Mackay's Complete Letters, we 
are delighted at the public reaction to the book which received fine reviews for its scholarship, 
format, and cost. With a continuing demand for the Complete Works, we have indeed a success 
story here, much to the credit of Jim, and our friends at Alloway Publishing. Jim Mackay's next 
project is a book on Burnsiana which we can strongly recommend while another book will eventually 
appear, on Burns Lore in the S.W. of Scotland. 

Demand for our Burns Song Book continues, while the Burns Federation 1988 calendar - with 
illustrations gifted by the Federation's very good friend John Mackay - was favourable received. 
Unfortunately, because of the complex world of marketing .such things, however, none will be 
published next year. 

If you require copies of the items mentioned in this report, or in communications from 
Kilmarnock, please consider making your purchases from H.Q. 

During the year we have continued to debate the situation regarding the Chronicle and the 
Burnsian with the many complex issues involved, not least the escalating printing costs of the former 
and our continuing disappointment at the lack of demand within our great movement. Please, 
especially if you are a club or district official, do all in your power to incrf'ase sales and seek 
advertising. 

I must thank the clubs and individuals who were good enough to complete and return the 
publications questionnaire to me in May/June. At time of going to press only a preliminary study 
of the answers has been given by your convener and an ad hoe committee considering future 
publishing policies. 

It is obvious that a huge majority of Burnsians wish the Chronicle to continue in a fairly traditional 
format, and as it is nearing its centenary- and had done so much to keep the Federation together, 
in fact to "get it off the ground" in the later 1890s - it must survive. A great deal of work also goes 
into the Burnsian however, and we are likely to continue to produce it for at least the foreseeable 
future. 

In the wider field of Scottish literature, and culture generally, much is happening. Jessie Keasson 's 
film masterpiece Another Time, Another Place had a welcome recent return to BBC 2, while in the 
field of popular drama The Steamie, and (highly appropriately for 1988) The Celtic Story have played 
to large audiences. 

Not only the Edinburgh Festival and Glasgow's Mayfest, but a number of highly successful smaller 
Arts Festivals including Perth and Dumfries and Galloway, have been conscious of the need to 
produce suitably Scottish plays and events. 

The New Testament in Scots, The Concise Scots Dictionary, Aesop's Fables in Scots and a number 
of other prestigious publications are prominent on booksellers' shelves and are recommended to all 
Burnsians. 

Two interesting 1988 anniversaries are the birth of famous Scots playwright James Bridie (1888-
1951) who did so much to revive Scots drama, and Lord.Byron (1788-1824). Though the illustrious 
poet is generally classified as "English", his mother was daughter of an Aberdeenshire laird and he 
was considerably influenced by his early education at Aberdeen Grammar School where a fine statue 
commemorates him. Byron, like so many literary giants, was an admirer of the bard. 

A double mention for the University of Stirling who must be strongly commended for deciding 
to give Jean Redpath an honorary doctorate, a much deserved honour. Dr. Donald Low of their 
English Studies Department, and a fine friend of our movement, is involved in Burns research and 
will soon be in print again. Finally can I thank my committee and Federation officials for enthusiastic 
support, and a very large "thank-you" to the triumvirate on whom we have grown almost completely 
dependent - Editor Jim Mackay, Publicity Officer Peter Westwood and our tireless seeker after 
advertising, Vice-President Anne Gaw. 

Mr Ogilvie drew delegates' attention to the fact that it has been decided to offer the Centenary 
Book to members at the reduced price of £2. 

Another play not mentioned in the report was No Mean City. 
Finally he expressed the C-:ouncil's sincere thanks to Mr. Noel Dinwiddie who had sent to the 

A.G.M. a cheque for £1,000 to support the publication of the Burns Chronicle. 
Mr T Riddock of Ashburn House, moved adoption of the Literature Rport, seconded by Bill 

Scott. 
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Memorials Report 
Mr S. Gaw presented the following report: 
The Burns Coat of Arms Perhaps the friendship of Robert Boswell, Lawyer and Clerk to the Lyon 
Court in Edinburgh inspired Burns to have a Coat of Arms drawn to his own design and used as 
his letter seal. Umegistered, therefore illegal, but so well designed that the Lord Lyon has granted 
that same seal with only minimal alteration exclusively to the Burns Federation for our use. The 
cost had been defrayed by the Howff Club of Dumfries and the details will soon be to hand. 
Kilmarnock Little of the 18th century town remains and, joining with other interested parties, we 
appear to have saved the Wheatsheaf Inn, known to the poet, from disappearing beneath the 
characterless building curd that today replaces the Scottish market place. Puir Auld Killie needs 
watching for this year vandals destroyed much of the exterior of that Victorian Burns Memorial so 
much valued in the past. 

What vandals have done for the Kay Park Memorial, age, with its attendant problems of wind 
and water, has affected the Tam o' Shanter Inn in Ayr. Both buildings will be out of commission 
for a long time but their Councils have plans to remedy the maladies. 
Dumfries and the Borders This year is the 200th anniversary of the Poet taking up residence in 
Ellisland, leaving Ayrshire for that "uncouth clime, a land unkown to prose or rhyme". To 
commemorate his remedying their shortcomings, the Trustees have erected a plaque on the farm 
steading. This is typical of the unsung work of Burnsians, who, year in year out, maintain the 
memorials and the traditions of their country. 
Appeals We have given financial assistance to the Mauchline Museum, the Kilmaurs folk restoring 
the Glencairn Aisle, and funded the video by the National Museum to allow schoolchildren to see 
the hard life lived by Burns and farmers in 18th century Scotland. 

We will assist in the restoration of the Friars' Carse Hermitage, near Ellisland, and any other 
local appeals worthy of attention. 
Special appeal - contributions welcomed We"have agreed to join with the Saltire Society in raising 
funds to restore the huge statue of William Wallace at Dryburgh. The statue was erected in 1814 
by David Erskine, Earl of Buchan, with whom the Poet corresponded and to whom he sent the 
immortal lines of "Scots Wha Hae". 

Contributions should be sent to our Secretary, marked for the Appeal. 
My grateful thanks, and yours, must go to the members of the Committee representative of all 

airts, who do so much to preserve and report on our national monuments, town centres and heritage 
under siege. 

Mr Humphrey MacDonald moved adoption of the Memorials Report, seconded by Mr George 
Black. 
Publicity Report 
Mr Peter Westwood said that being involved in the printing industry his report never got printed. 
The past year has been very active. One of the reasons has been brought about by the many and 
varied activities of our President. Enez has carried the chain to a variety of functions. As Publicity 
Officer for the Federation I attended many of these events as did our Vice-President Anne. 
Following a photographic session for the Daily Record an article had appeared the following day in 
black and white, the Federation had made the national press. History will be made here today when 
one Ayrshire Lassie hands over the chain to another Ayrshire Lassie. We had some success with 
the press. Enez had an interview with the Hamilton Spectator and I will be having a visit to this 
paper. 

Enez had performed the opening ceremony at a hairdressers in Kilmarnock. 
One of the best events was the re-enactment of the marriage of Robert Burns and Jean Armour 

to mark the 200th anniversary. Nearly everyone wore period costume and a full report and pictures 
had appeared in the Burnsian and a number of local papers in Ayrshire. The gathering had started 
at the Burns House in Mauchline and the guests then proceeded to the Jean Armour Tearooms to 
a most enjoyable wedding meal and appropriate speeches. 

With the President and Vice President he· had attended the successful event to mark the 
bicentenary of the Poet's visit to Ellisland. 

Mr. Westwood reported that he was very encouraged by the favourable reports from overseas 
friends on the Burnsian. He pointed out that they could accept colour photos for reproduction in 
the Burnsian, but they must be sharp. 
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Mr B. Williamson moved adoption of the report seconded by Mr Macfarlane, Greenock. 
Election of Office-bearers 

The following officials were duly elected: 

President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 
Hon. Secretary & Treasurer 
Assistant Secretary 

Mrs. Anne Gaw, 7 Highfield Place, Girdle Toll, Irvine. 
Hutchinson B. Sneddon, C.B.E., J.P., 36 Shand Street, Wishaw. 
James B. Campbell, 6 School Lane, Upper Poppleton, York. 
John Inglis, 16 Berry Drive, Irvine. 

Schools Competitions 
Publicity Officer 
Editor 
Hon. Presidents 

Motions 

Mrs Rita Turner, 50 West Crescent, Troon. 
James Glass, 31 Glenconner Road, Ayr 
Peter J. Westwood, 28 Stranka Avenue, Paisley 
James A. Mackay, 11 Newall Terrace, Dumfries. 
Mrs. Jean MacMillan, !Sc Bonnyton Road, Kilmarnock. 
George Mudie, 63 Barnfield Avenue, Allesley, Coventry. 

From The Robert Burns Club of Melbourne: 
I. "That to assist Burns Club which are located outside Britain, a system be introduced whereby 

advice can be sent of impending visits by leading British Burnsians, thus enabling the local Clubs 
to capitalize on the visit, as well as to extend hospitality." 

Mr T. Paterson spoke to this motion. After some discussion it was suggested that the Australian 
Clubs might like to form an Association whereby they could co-ordinate their plans and 
Headquarters would be happy to pass on news of any known forthcoming visits. 

2. "That a Committee be set up to explore the feasibility of establishing a fulltime Secretariat for 
the Federation and that the Report be submitted to the 1989 Conference 
and 
That the suggested Secretariat be funded by a per capita levy on all affiliated clubs 
and 
That the proposed Secretariat be established either in Kilmarnock, Ayr, Dumfries or Irvine, in that 
order of preference." 

Mr Paterson spoke to this motion. It was pointed out that a Committee had met two years ago 
to look at this. The Federation was progressing and had recently installed a word processor and 
were now looking at a computer. The question of a per capita levy had been considered and rejected 
as it was felt club membership would suddenly decrease under such a scheme but if someone could 
come up with a viable scheme it sould be welcomed. 

Mr Gaw moved an amendment that the Committee accept only the first paragraph ending the 
motion at "submitted to the 1989 Conference" and Mr T. Hodge seconded. 

Mr D. Urquhart moved the direct negative. He said he did not wish to take away from the spirit 
behind the motion but this motion tied the hands of the Burns Federation drastically. He pointed 
out that under the auspices of Kilmarnock and Loudoun the Federation had free accommodation 
and to set up elsewhere would cost a small fortune. Mr J. Little seconded. 

A vote was taken and the second amendement (direct negative) was agreed by a majority. 
3. "That since a precedent has been set by convening the 1988 Federation Conference in 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, that the Executive Committee explore the possibility of Australia being 
the venue for a future Conference; and 
That feasibility of the Conference being hosted jointly by the Melbourne and Sydney Burns Clubs 
be investigated." 
After some discussion Mr. Paterson withdrew this motion. 

4. "That it be made standard practice for the Federation Secretariat to advise the Secretary of 
the Club(s) to which the prospective Honorary President is a member, by letter, of the nomination 
for such an important honour, and details of the basis for the recommendation." 

The motion was accepted unanimously. 

Next Conference 
An invitation to hold the 1989 Conference in York on 8th, 9th and IOth September 1989, was 
unanimously accepted. 

As this was all the business the meeting was concluded. 
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Annual Subscriptions: 
Current 
Arrears ..... 
Advance . 
Federation Members 

Affiliation Fees 
Badges .... 
Posters . 
Westwood (Envelopes) 
Burns Check . 
Cards .... 
Diplomas 
Calendars .... . 
Other Items .............. . 
Donations: 

Scottish American Soc. 
St. Ringans Burns Club . 
Abbey Craig Burns Club . 
Longcroft Bonny bridge B .C. 
San Diego Burns Club 
Various 

'200' Club 
Miscellaneous . 
Interest on Deposit Account 
On loan from Reserve 

Balance at 1/5/87 . 
National Savings Income Bonds . 
Burns Chroncilc: 

Members 
Trade. 
Advertisements 
Donation-Noel Dinwiddie. 

The Burnsian: 
Subscriptions . 
Advertisements . 

Complete Works ... 
Complete Letters 

INCOME 

Centenary Book . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
Life of Burns . . ............................... . 
Bairnsangs 
Song Book. 
Other Books 
Donations to Schools Competitions: 

Esso Petroleum Company .. 

Hurl ford 505 Social Club ....•.. 

Half Income from G. M. Mackley 
Investment ......... . 

Income from National Savings Bonds 
Interest on Deposit Account 
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THE BURNS 
STATMENT OF INCOME AND 

lst May, 1987 to 

.. 61.74 
. ..... 10.00 

. ....... 96.00 
. 85.08 

.. 93.65 
...... 9.04 

. 2283.91 
533.10 

1300.00 
750.00 

. .. 1376.69 
847.50 

. .... 2000.00 

···················· ....... 70.00 

ORDINARY 

3948.15 
714.06 
225.00 

I966.40 
9.00 

432.70 
163.33 
65.30 

305.20 
148.56 
28.95 
45.00 
80.17 

355.51 
1050.00 

3.85 
27.40 

2000.00 

11568.58 

SCOTTISH 

9710.77 
20000.00 

4867.01 

2224.19 
1878.27 
870. 79 

12.00 
8.75 

33.35 
217.50 
268.91 

2070.00 

255.02 
2150.29 

380.23 

44947.08 



FEDERATION 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 
30th April, 1988 

FUND 

Overspent at 1/5/87 . 
Post ................................. . 
Stationery .. 
Salary & National Insurance 
Youth Training Scheme . 
Photocopies 
Expenses of Meetings 
Computer Course . 
Audit Fee 
Secretary's Expenses .............. . 
Insurance (President's Chain & 

Employers' Liability) 
Wreaths ................ . 
Badges, Medallions & Engraving 
Calendars. 
Bank Charges. 
Cards 
Burns Check 
Miscellaneous ..... . 
Balance at 30/4/88 . 

LITERATURE FUND 

Burns Chronicle: 
Printing . 
Editor's Allowance ................... . 
Editor's Expenses 
Post ....................... . 
Advertising Expenses 
Promotions 

The Burnsian: 
Printing 
Editor's Allowance 
Expenses 
Post 

Complete Letters 
Schools Competitions: 

Printing ........ . 
National Competition 
Expenses .. 
Donation and Prize 

Refund of Royalty 

Other Books 

Balance at 30/4/88. . ............ . 
National Savings Income Bonds ..... . 

EXPENDITURE 

. ............. 4425.00 
920.00 
255.80 
343.18 

..... 50.00 

...... 49.29 

2292.00 
... 57.70 

4.50 
......................... 717.15 

1180.75 
...... 54.44 

243.15 
.... 35.00 

317.47 
1108.43 
366.98 

6699.61 
600.76 
626.88 
44.73 
35.00 

253.00 
25.00 

365.00 
31.00 

379.73 
89.01 

136.86 
68.20 

301.86 
22.58 
96.75 

11568.58 

6043.27 

3071.35 

158.19 

1513.34 

6.66 

155.93 

13998.34 
20000.00 

44947.08 
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Balance at 1/5/87 
£7600 8V,% Treasury Stock (at cost) . 
National Savings Income Bonds .. 
G.M. Mackley Investment: 

9% Treasury Stock 1987/90 . 
Income from National Savings Bonds 
Income from Treasury Stock 
Interest on Deposit Account . 
Dumfries Howff Burns Club: 

Deposit Receipt cashed 
Interest on Deposit Receipt . 

Balance at 1 /5/87 . 
Donations to: 

Jean Armour Burns Houses 
National Burns Memorial Homes . 

Conference Collection .. 
Sales of Teabags .............. . 
Interest on Deposit Account . 

Balance at 1/5/87 .............. . 
Edinburgh Conference Surplus ............. . 
Tax Refund 
Interest on Deposit Account . 

Balance at 1/5/87 .... 

Balance al 1/5/87 
Interest on Deposit Account 
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CENTRAL 

2474.09 
6706.00 
6000.00 

5000.00 
645.09 
568.52 
188.07 

600.00 
118.09 

22299.86 

GENERAL 

5.34 

159.39 
177.16 
300.00 

91.62 
6.49 

740.00 

RESERVE 

6448.91 
3000.00 

177.64 
352.08 

9978.63 

J. OVALL 

1500.00 

1500.00 

VISITS 

1513.96 
154.78 

1668.74 



FUND 

National Muse um of Scotland (video) 
Glencairn Aisle ........................ . 
Coat of Arms ................... . 
Paid to St. Giles .......................................... . 
B.alance at 30/4/88.. . .................... . 
£7600 81/,% Treasury Stock (at cost) ................... . 
National Savings Income Bonds ....................... . 
G. M. Mackley Investment: 

9% Treasury Stock 1987/90 .. 

APPEALS FUND 

Paid to: 
Jean Armour Burns Houses . 
National Burns Memorial Homes ..... 

Balance at 30/4/88 

FUND 

Corporation Tax . . . . .................................. . 
Edinburgh Conference Expenses . . ............... . 
Hamilton Conference Expenses 
York Conference float . 
Legal Expenses 
On loan to Ordinary Fund 
Be lance at 30/4/88. 

BEQUEST 

£1500 9% Treasury Loan 
1992/96 (at cost) ...................................................................... . 

Balance at 30/4/88 ...... . 

FUND 

Balance at 30/4/88 .................... . 

550.00 
219.00 
786.00 
95.00 

2943.86 
6706.00 
6000.00 

5000.00 

22299.86 

309.39 
327.16 
103.45 

740.00 

147.90 
620.40 
100.00 
500.00 
22.50 

2000.00 
6487.83 

9978.63 

1404.49 
95.51 

1500.00 

1668.74 

1668.74 
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CLUB NOTES 
10. Dumbarton Burns Club. The 130th Annual Supper was held in the Dumbuck Hotel on Friday 
27th January 1989. It was voted one of the best ever by the 154 members and guests who were 
present. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Club President K. W. Macintosh and "The 
Lasses" by R. Armstrong. Readings were given by W. Hendry and J. L. Hempstead and Burns 
songs were sung by C. Allen and R. Kirk. 

The appeal for Burns Homes and Erskine Hospital raised the record sum of £450. 
The St. Andrews Dinner was held on 25th November in Dumbuck Hotel. President Keith 

Macintosh was in the chair, and introduced ex Scottish international rugby player, Gordon Brown, 
who proposed the toast "Scotland", and Alastair McLachlan who proposed the toast "The Lasses". 

Prizes were awarded to pupils in the local schools for singing and verse speaking. 
JAMES HUTTON 

14. Dundee Burns Club. The 128th Burns Supper was held in our Club Rooms on Saturday 28th 
January and more than reached the high standard the members now expect. The Vice President, 
Mr. T. Callaghan, started the evening by proposing a toast to "Absent Friends." The Haggis was 
piped in by Mr. A. Bain and addressed with vigour by Mr. E. Bonnar. In keeping with tradition 
our President Mr. D. Kettles gave a well researched and interesting Immortal Memory and through 
this commendation the company indulged our national pride in Robert Burns. 

Mr. D. Graham brought Tam o' Shanter to life in his own inimitable way and Mr. I. Nichol 
proposed the toast to The Lasses. In his vote of thanks the Vice President spoke with warm affection 
paying tribute to the tender sentiment expressed in his address. 

As usual the rest of the evenings entertainment, including recitations and songs, was provided by 
various members of the club, which once again demonstrated the depth of talent we have available 
for evenings such as these. 

Our St Andrew's Night and Club Dinner Evening once again proved very popular. At these 
functions song and sentiments held the usual prominent place. 

EDWARD R. BONNAR 

15. Belfast Burns Association. 152 attended our Annual Supper in the Lansdowne Court Hotel, 
Antrim Road, Belfast. The President, Mrs. Elise Watson welcomed everyone, starting with a sherry 
reception. We also had a Toast Master. 

"The Immortal Memory" was given by Mrs. Anna Crane (a native Scot), "The Address to the 
Haggis" - Mr. John Bell (Member), "The Land We Bide In" - Mr. James Cochrane (Member), 
"The Lasses" - Mr. Walter Love* (Well-known BBC Radio Personality), Response (to The Lasses) 
·- Miss E. Pyper, Soloist - Mr. D. Mcintyre, Selection of Airs by Misses Duncan and Todd 
(accordion and fiddle). 

General increase in attendance at meeting. 
September - "Ceilidh" a social meeting as an extra when we aimed to reach some of the Burns 

songs so that we could participate more in the choruses at the Annual Supper. 
October - Talk and Slides by Canon J. Barry - "The Iona Pilgrimage" the journey from 

Londonderry to Iona in a curragh - as Saint Columba did. 
November - Supper Dance music by a group from the Troopers Lane Fiddlers. Programme 

included some simple Scottish Country Dances. 
9th February, 1989 - Visit to "The Flying Angel" missions to Seamen's Centre. Rev. C. D. J. 

Goddard, Senior Chaplain, N.I. showed slides and spoke of the history and work of the 'Flying 
Angel Clubs' for seafarers at home and overseas. 

9th March, 1989 - Rev. Dr. Donald Fraser - "The Poems of Burns". 
30th March, 1989 - A.G.M. also Video "Burns - the Dumfries Years." Cheque was presented 

to Mr. James Cochrane on his retirements after 22 years as Treasurer. 

"On 25th January, 1989 Walter Love interviewed Mr. and Mrs. John Bell on his radio programme "Love in the afternoon'". John 

and Esther are Burnsians of long standing and emphasised the international as well as local membership. 

MISS JEAN ANNESLEY 
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22. Edinburgh Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Royal British Hotel on 
Monday 23rd January 1989. Mrs. Nancy Ovens, in the Chair, welcomed the guests and introduced 
Mr. Gordon Kirk, M.A., M.Ed., the Principal of Moray House, College of Education, who 
proposed the Immortal Memory. With the singing of Auld Lang Syne, there was general agreement 
that this had been one of our finest Dinners. ANDREWS. WINTON 

26. Perth Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on Saturday, 
28th January, 1989 and attended by 102 members and guests under the chairmanship of club 
president Peter Brennen who also addressed the haggis. The club was privilveged to have as the 
principal speaker, Mr. James A. Mackay of Dumfries, the editor of the Burns Chronicle and The 
Burnsian, who proposed the Immortal Memory. The toast to The Lasses was proposed by Mr. 
Martin J. Scott and ably replied to by Mrs. Margaret Watson. An excellent evening's entertainment 
was provided by singers Marshall Mcintyre, Craig Young and Marion Neilson and recitations were 
rendered by Sarah Paterson (To a Mouse and Willie Wastle) and Donald Paton (Tam o Shanter). 
Fiddle selections were provided by Sandy Cook, a piping selection by Ian Dickson and the 
accompanist was Martin Neilson. Vice President Hector Chisholm proposed a vote of thanks. A 
special collection during the evening raised £110 towards the Lockerbie Air Disaster Appeal. 

The annual outing in June 1988 visited Inverary Castle and Crarae Gardens and was favoured 
with excellent weather. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to April and guest speakers included Dr. Sheila 
Douglas (Robert Burns the song collector), Mr. Stephen Connolly (Archives of Perth), Mr. John 
Rundle the 1987 BBC/TV Superscot (Superscot's Scotland) and Dr. Paul Mackenzie (Mountain and 
Ski Rescue). All meetings were very well attended. 

The annual Schools Festival on 20th November attracted 67 entries from schools throughout Perth 
and Kinross District. The competitions featured Scottish solo singing, verse speaking and accordion 
playing and the entries were of a very high standard. The annual St Andrew's Night was held in 
the Queen's Hotel when 160 members and guests enjoyed an excellent evening of traditional Scottish 
entertainment. DONALD N. M. PATON 

33. The Glasgow Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Hospitality Inn on 2lst January 1989. 
The Chairman was our President Robert Gunning and the Immortal Memory was proposed by Tom 
Raffel. The lassies were proposed by our own Cronie, James P. Simpson and the reply was by Mrs. 
Ishbell Tytler. The Dinner was attended by 320 people and was a great success. The Artistes were 
Christine McConchie, Ex President David Scott, Cronie Crispin Allen, Vice President David 
Sibbald and Andrew Morris. The Pianist and Piper for the evening was our own accompanist, 
Edward D. Johnstone. 

We have enjoyed our six normal monthly meetings and these have been supplemented by our 
Spring Outing which this year was to Dumfries. We were impressed by all that we saw in Dumfries 
and by the courtesy offered to us there by Dumfries and Burns Howff Club. We also enjoyed our 
Bowling and Golf Outings, which always end up part sport, part harmony. DAVID WATSON 

35. Dairy Burns Club. The 164th Annual Supper was held in Dairy Community Centre on 27th 
January, 1989. The Chairman was C. Cook and the croupier was R. Burns. The following toasts 
were given:-

"Deceased Members" - J. R. Clark, "Land o' Cakes" - H. Monahan, "Guests" - T. W. 
Henderson, "Memory of Burns" -C. Cook, "Memory of Jean Armour" - R. Burns, "Song Writers" 
- W. Breadner. 

Readings were given by J. Hodgart, W. Wallace and J. Halliday, L. McCall, H. Hodge and A. 
Findlay sang appropriate songs and W. Sim, J. R. Clark, G. Lammie and D. Sturgeon provided the 
musical entertainment. 

The Annual St. Andrews Night Dance was held in Dairy Inn attended by 100 members and guests. 
The Annual School Burns Competition took place on 6th March 1989 and a very high standard was 
achieved by the children competing. 

W. D. WALKER 
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40. Aberdeen Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held in the Tree Tops Hotel, Aberdeen 
on Wednesday 25th January, 1989. 

The Immortal Memory was given by Mr. George Morrison, The Lassies Toast - Mr. Jan 
McAdam, Reply - Mrs. Annie Ingles, Piping Selection - Mr. William Maitland, Burns Poem - Vice 
President Mr. John Fraser, Selection of Song - Mr. Gordon Strachan and Mrs. Alison Henderson 
and The Haggis - The President Mr. Jim Smith. MRS. IRENE FRASER 

42. Strathearn Burns Club. The Club held its Centenary Dinner at the Drummond Arms Hotel, 
Crieff, on January 2lst. After an excellent meal, Chairman Barry Niven introduced Professor David 
Daiches to propose the Immortal Memory. He spoke of Burns - the intellectual, who was content 
to play up to the Edinburgh intelligentsia by acting the illiterate peasant. A man of almost endless 
litteracy skills. who was steeped in the Scottish Folk tradition, and with an amazing ability to salvage 
scraps of traditional music and verse and rebuild them. The Lasses were toasted by Rev. Stanley 
Strachan and the reply by Imelda McDonald. The excellent programme of entertainment was 
provided by Crieff's renowned fiddler, Ron Gonella, with songs by Bruce Wilson and Eileen 
Waterston, accompanied by Jain Laurie. The whole evening was enthusiastically received by 127 
members and guests, and their thanks expressed by Vice-president Michael Kidd. President Nina 
Robertson and Honorary President Sam Ross were at the Hotel to welcome guests, and the company 
were reminded of the Centenary Exhibition being held in January at the Crieff Library. Piper for 
the evening was Peter Lowe. R. w. RAE 

48. Paisley Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held as usual in South Minor Hall, Paisley. 
Largest attendance for some time; seemingly dominated numerically by doctors! Speeches of high 
quality - especially President Colin Campbell's "Immortal Memory" with its political visionary 
overtones. The only "outside" speaking - replying on behalf of the Guests - was Dr. Frank Walker 
whose performance was of virtuoso standard. The Club is extremely fortunate in that it has several 
members whose singing is of superb quality: this was exploited to the full. 

In June, the Club visited Argyll, lnverary Castle and Auchendrain - the calf country of our 
President. The weather was excellent - as was the company. Sustenance was had in lnverary and 
in Helensburgh in the evening - a great day. 

Innovating, on behalf of the Paisley 500 Committee, the Club organised an excellent St Andrew's 
Dinner attended by 170 members and friends in the Paisley Town Hall. President Colin supervised; 
Tom Gibson 11 lauded 'My Scotland' and Alan Mill sang the praises of his Paisley. Music was 
provided by our own singers and by the Alamo Club guests, most appreciated. Joe Hendry spoke 
appreciatively of the work of the Paisley 500 Committee and of the great changes in Paisley in recent 
years. For an experiment, the evening was a great success. 

R. Y. CORBETI 

49. Bridgeton Burns Club. The Club has enjoyed another highly successful year although tinged 
with regret at the death of our Honorary President, Willie Law, and one of our Directors, Douglas 
Wallace. 

On a brighter note our Annual Schools Competition for Schools in the East End of Glasgow goes 
from strength to strength. Over forty schools participated in last year's competition and we expect 
similar numbers this year. The skill and enthusiasm shown by the pupils, whether prize winners or 
not, continues to provide great pleasure to the members of the Club and a reward for the hard work 
of those involved both in organising and adjudicating. 

Our Anniversary Dinner in the Holiday Inn in Glasgow again lived up to its high reputation and 
provided a memorable evening for approximately 650 members and guests. The evening was chaired 
by President Donald Lawson, the Immortal Memory was proposed by Professor Robert Jack and 
the reply to the Toast to the Guests was made by Broadcaster, Archie McPherson. Once again our 
members and guests gave generously and a new record sum was raised as a result of our Schools 
Competition appeal. 

We look forward to another successful year under President Bob Taylor who took office in April. 
GEORGE MOORE 
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SS. Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club. 158 members and friends of Derby Scottish 
Association and Burns Club attended the Burns Anniversary Dinner at the Pennine Hotel , Derby 
on Thursday 26th January, 1989. The Immortal Memory was given by Jack Macfarlane , a Past 
President of the Association , Past President of E.M.A.S .S. and well known in Burns Federation 
circles. He portrayed Burns's genius most excellently, with the help of quotations from Burns's 
poems and a few ,humorous stories strategically placed. The evening continued with the other 
customary speeches, interspersed with songs from Kathleen Dick. The president, Margaret Locke, 
brought the evening to a close, by thanking everyone who had contributed to such a memorable 
evening. The company then joined in the singing of Auld Lang Syne . 

MRS. K. DICK 

S9. Gourock Jolly Beggars. The 96th Dinner was held in Castle Levane Hotel on 2lst January. 
108 members and friends attending and Norman Macphie presiding. Joan Allan Greenock gave The 
Immortal Memory, The Lasses and Reply Jo Quigley and Alan Blair. Bob Smith gave Holy Willie's 
Prayer and Tam o' Shanter. Bill Hamilton and Bob Gordon attended to the musical side . Hector 
McPhail Piped in the Haggis, Address Roderick Boyle. 

55 pupils attended the Burns Competition at Gourock Primary School. Books and Certificates 
were presented to the winners . 

ROBERT SMITH 

Mr. William Alston, retired farmer and form er Club Bard (left) was presented with Life Membership 
of Cupar Burns Club at the annual dinner in January to mark his outstanding service to the club. The 
presentation was made by Mr. Duncan Campbell, the club President. Cupar now has four life 
members out of a total membership of more than 300. 
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62. Cupar Burns Club. 260 Members and Guests attended the Anniversary Dinner held in the 
Corn Exchange, Cupar on Friday 27th January, 1989, with the President, Mr. Duncan S. Campbell 
in the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Raymond Lamont-Brown, the St 
Andrews based author who took his listeners over the route Burns had taken while visiting the 
Borders and North of England. The Toasts - 'Speed the Plough' and 'The Lasses' were given by 
Mr. Ronald McLaren and Mr. Donald Cockburn repectively and the replies were made by Andrew 
D. Arbuckle and Mark J. Jones. The Company were entertained by Mr. W. Nisbet (Accordionist), 
Mr. J. Smith (Singer), Mr. D. Clark (Piano) and Mr. C. Todd (Burns Works). The President 
conferred Honorary Life Membership on Mr. W. Alston, Committee Member and former Club 
Bard and in giving the silent toast to "Them That's Awa" paid warm tribute to three members who 
had died - Mr. J. Orr, The Club Secretary, Mr. D. Crichton· and Mr. D. MacNicoll. 

The Club recently purchased five books for the new library being set up. These covered 'The 
Works and Letters of Burns,' 'The Ayrshire Book of Burns Lore,' 'Burns Lore of Dumfries & 
Galloway,' 'Robert Burns, The Man and His Work,' and 'The Life of Robert Burns.' The books in 
the Library are available for use by members and the public. 

A very successful bus trip to Ayr and the Burns Country for members was organised by former 
Secretary and Committee Member, Mr. Bob Macleod. This was held on Saturday 7th May, 1988 
which was a beautiful day and enjoyed by all. A similar trip is organised for Saturday 6th May, 1989 
to Dumfries and District to visit places of interest associated with Robert Burns. 

The Annual Essay Writing Competitions, run in conjunction with the Fife Herald newspaper, was 
again successfully arranged but response from local primary schools was disappointing this year. 

ROBERT W. M. STEWART 

82. Arbroath Burns Club. A company of 159 Members and Guests attended the Annual Supper 
within the Windmill Hotel, Arbroath on 27th January 1989. The Immortal Memory was given by 
R. S. Burnett Esq., of Bishopbriggs, a past President of the Bridgeton Burns Club. A most 
humorous but relevant Toast to the Lassies was given by J. R. Ganson, Rector of Kirkton High 
School, Dundee with the appropriate reply coming from Club Member, Peter Black, of Carnoustie. 
The Recitations were given by Club Members, Alex Harrison, Willie Braid and George Shepherd 
with Vote of Thanks given by Ian Gibb. The whole Supper was chaired by the President, Ken Smith. 

The Arbroath Burns Club, in celebrating its Centenary, held a Service on 17th July 1988 to mark 
the death of the Bard. The Service was conducted within Arbroath Library by Rev. T. Gemmell 
Campbell, Honorary. Chaplain to the Club, with a Wreath Laying Ceremony following thereafter 
at the Burns Statue in the Library grounds. At a Reception to follow in the Windmill Hotel a silver 
quaich was presented to the Hon. Chaplain in recognition of his many years service to the Club. 

Furthermore, a company of 97 enjoyed a most successful Centenary Dinner Dance held within 
the Windmill Hotel on 21st October 1988 and it gave the President, Ken Smith, particular pleasure 
to welcome the Members Lady Partners to share in the fellowship of Burns. 

GEORGE J. M. D.UNLOP 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. The highlight of our season was the week of celebrations beginning 
with the Annual Service at Westpark U.R. Church on Sunday, 22nd January 1989. The President, 
Mrs. Ehtel Ferguson, gave a Reading. Lunch followed at the Tunstall Lodge Hotel. 

The wreath laying ceremony was held on Saturday, 28th January 1989, in the Central Library. 
The President made a short oration and placed the laurel wreath on the bust of Burns. We again 
had a group of young people from Dame Dorothy Junior School who recited and sang for us. 

The Annual Dinner was held in the Roker Hotel on the evening of Saturday, 28th January 1989, 
and was attended by over 100 members and friends. The guests, including the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Sunderland, were received by the President and the Top Table guests were piped in by Pipe 
Major Tom Rae. The Immortal Memory given by Mr. George Patterson, M.A. (Oxon) was well 
received. There was a light-hearted Toast to the Lasses by Mr. Robin Wilson with equal Response 
by Mrs. Beryl Sinden. The Singer was Mr. Fred Sinden. The Address to the Haggis was made by 
Vice President Mr. M. Mair. Bill Steel of Tyneffees Television was the guest of our Past President, 
Mr. S. Thomson. After dinner there was dancing to Steve Ward's music. 

MRS. M. WILSON 
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95. Bolton Burns Club. The Club's Annual Burns Dinner and Dance was held on 20th January 
1989. Our President, Mrs. Molly Greenhalgh, welcomed our honoured guests, the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Bolton and Mr. Jim Campbell, the Junior Vice President of the Burns Federation and 
his wife Jean. We were privileged to have Mr. Jim Campbell as out principal speaker and he gave 
us an excellent Immortal Memory. The toast Town of our Adoption was given by Mr. Bill 
Learmonth, a native of the Orkneys; the toast to the Lasses by Mr. George White of Kilmarnock 
and the reply by Mrs. Mary Harcus, a native of Edinburgh. Our excellent singer was Mr. Alistair 
Macinnes originally from Ballachulish. The collection for Jean Armour Homes amounted to £80. 

We held our usual round of dances, monthly literary evenings and Friday evening socials, the 
highlight being our President's Night Dance when our club was visited by 14 neighbouring Society 
Presidents and their partners. These events were enjoyed by all throughout the season. 

MRS. A. E. REILLY 

112. Dumfries Burns Howff Club. A 'first' was achieved at the Burns Howff Club's Centenary 
Anniversary Dinner in the Globe Inn on 25th January, when the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' 
was submitted entirely in rhyme. principal guest James Mackay, distinguished editor of the Burns 
Chronicle, held the company spell-bound with a witty and polished address couched in Lallans. Mr. 
Mackay took his listeners on a close and factual examination of Burns's life and passions in a manner 
never done before in the 100 year history of the club. Mr. Mackay who received a standing ovation 
was later admitted an honorary member of the club by president Tom Johnstone. 

1989, being the club centenary year, gave rise to a number of celebratory events ranging from a 
series of open air concerts, the presentation of benchseats to a local Old Folks Home and to the 
Robert Burns Centre, the replacement of the club's presidential medallion and chain, the 
presentation of copies of the Burns Federation Complete Letters to the Dumfries secondary schools 
and the College of Technology, and in March 1989, a glittering dinner dance with numerous 
distinguished guests brought an unforgettable year to a close. 

DAVID SMITH 

116. Green Loaning Burns Club. The Club, now celebrating their centenary, held their Annual 
Burns Supper in the Allanbank Hotel, Green Loaning on Friday 3rd February, 1989. 

The Chairman J. Dawson, welcomed the company and outlined the evening ahead, which was 
yet another great success. 

The Haggis, piped in by N. Bremner, was addressed by G. Wilson, The Chairman said grace and 
gave the Loyal Toast. D. Skilling followed with a song and the company sang 'There was a Lad". 

The Immortal Memory was given by R. Crighton. 
There was a song by B. Wilson followed by the toast to The Lasses in the capable hands of D. 

Arnot. A song by D. Skilling was much enjoyed, as was "Tam o' Shanter" by Jim Harrower who 
is the President of the United Glass Jolly Beggars Burns Club. 

The reply to the toast was given by G. McCormack, further songs were sung by B. Wilson and 
D. Skilling. 

The toast to Burns Clubs the world o'er was given by I. Collie while another recitation was given 
by Jim Harrower. 

The toast to Green Loaning Burns Club was given by I. Mcintosh, replied by T. Scott. 
The Vote of Thanks to the Artistes was given by J. A. Dawson. Accompanist for the night was 

D. Mclaren. 
An excellent supper was served and thanks are due to the hoteliers for their kind attention. 
Mr. Dan Mclldowie, Chairman of the club for a number of years was made an Honorary 

President. 
I. Mcintosh a Past Chairman, was made an Honorary Vice President, as was A. Stewart, a long 

standing committee member. 
Mr. D 1 McLaren also recited "Epistle to Davie" which incorporates the club motto. 
Mr. Ian Mcintosh our Past Chairman sadly passed away two weeks after our supper. 

ROBERT L. MUIR 
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The top table at Green/oaning's anniversary dinner. 

124. Ninety Burns Club. The Club's 99th anniversary dinner was held on 21st January 1989 when 
the Immortal Memory was given by R. R. Mitchell of Aberlady and the Toast and Reply to the 
Lassies by Mr. and Mrs. Adam Kinghorn. The delightful singing of members of the Kevoch Choir 
together with a lively Tam o' Shanter from Mr. R. M. Jack and a sumptuous meal made a memorable 
occasion. The Club members are now actively preparing for their Centenary Dinner in 1990 and 
hope that any past members of the Club who may have moved away will join them for this 
memorable occasion. 

R. M. ARMOUR 

197. Winnipeg Robert Burns Club. On Wednesday, 25th January , the occasion of the club's 
eight-second observance of the bard 's birthday, some 107 members and guests were present to share 
in the festivities at Winnipeg's Assiniboine Inn on the Park. 

The head table followed the skilful lead of Piper Kirby Mc Rae \VhO subsequently played a suitable 
memorial to departed members. The Haggis, ably addressed by President James Turnbull , was 
suitably accompanied by four other courses designed to allay January's blast. Entertainment was 
provided in spirited fashion by the demonstration team of the Royal Scottish Country Dancers who 
danced to the music of Burns, and by Joan Hanton who performed "A cappella" Burns's selection 
and songs of the Scottish countryside. An evocative address to the 'Immortal memory ' was delivered 
by B. Stuart Parker , a Winnipeg lawyer , who eloquently painted a picture of Burns the freemason 
against the backdrop of his time. The witty and Burns based repartee of Rod and Myrna McRae in 
their treatment of the 'Toast to the Lasses' and the response, lent sparkle to the evening. The deft 
hand of Bard Les Archibald was seen in the appreciation, as he acknowledged each participant with 
a rhymed couplet. 
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Our October through April monthly luncheons have seen an increased emphasis, under the aegis 
of President Turnbull and Ishbel Turnbull , on member participation in the singing of Burns' songs, 
this measure has added to the fellowship of our meetings, and to our appreciation of the Bard's 
timeless music. April 1988 provided a seminal experience for a contingent of members, who under 
the direction of James Turnbull, performed 'The Jolly Beggars' on the local public access television 
channel which also carries Burnsiana features produced by our President. Broad scale community 
profile was garnished by club stalwarts who lent support at a Burns information booth at the Scottish 
Pavilion at Folklorama, our city's annual multicultural exhibition, during the month of August. 

CAROLEE KING 

Members of the Pembrokeshire Ca/edonian Society and their guests pictured at the Society's Burns 
Nicht dinner dance at Haverfordwest. Back row from left to right: Mr. Neil McGregor, and Mrs. 
McGregor, Mrs. Audrey Fee, Mr. John Nugent, Mrs. W. Mason, Mr. W. Mason, Mrs. A. Fyall, 
Mr. Andrew Fyall, Mrs. Helen Sinclair, Mr. Tom Sinclair, Mrs. P. Brooks, Mr. P. R. Brooks. Front 
row: Mrs. Edna Legge, Mr. John Legge, Mrs . Edwina Wood, Mr. William Wood (President), Mr. 
Berwyn Williams and Mrs. Williams, Mr. Bill Edgar and Mrs. I. Evans. 

212. Pembrokeshire Caledonian Society. Members of the Pembrokeshire Caledonian Society had 
the unusual experience on Friday of listening to the words of their national bard, Robbie Burns, 
spoken in a rich Welsh accent. 

The occasion was the Society's 40th Burns Night dinner held at the Queens Function Centre , 
Haverfordwest and the speaker was Mr. Berwyn Williams, High Sheriff of Dyfed, who, in an 
entertaining speech drew an analogy between Bu;ns and the Welsh 'bard' Dylan Thomas. 

Guests from all over Pembrokeshire were welcomed to this the 40th Burns Nicht dinner dance 
by the Society's President Mr. William Wood and his wife Edwina. After the president had 
dispensed Grace , guests enjoyed steaming bowls of Scotch broth - 'plain but honest farin', and 
then the high spot of the evening , the Haggis was piped in ceremoniously by Neil McGregor of 
Swansea and borne around the hall hy Pat Brooks. When it finally came to rest it was addressed in 
fine style by Mr. Andrew Fyall. After dinner 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John 
Legge , postmaster at Buckie in Scotland and brother-in-law of the President. Mr. Legge remarked 
in a humorous speech that Burns was too often remembered for his affairs of the heart.. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Bill Mason and responded to by Helen Sinclair who 
quoted Burns on the subject of women and wives but concluded that , although he was exuberant 
and bawdy he was never prurient or suggestive. 

A presentation was also made by the President to piper Neil McGregor as a thank you for 
regularly attending this function. Guests were also given a photocopy of the Society's first Burns 
Nicht menu and toast list. 
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212. Portobello Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Eskdale Rooms, Musselburgh 
on 20th January 1989, with the President, J. Stanley Cavay J.P. in the Chair. He installed as 
Honorary President Mr. William Cheyne. 

The supper was attended by a company of 110. The Address to the Haggis was pronounced by 
the Chairman. The piper was Dugald MacAffer. The musical programme was produced by the 
singers Mrs. E. Fletcher, Mr. Ralph Parkinson and accompanist Mr. Brian Fletcher. 

The Immortal Memory was proposed by Robert Mackay M.A., in broad Scots with an attack on 
the official neglect of the stud;y of Scots literature and language in the schools. It still has no place 
in the curriculum. 

The toast to The Lasses and the reply were taken by the Head Boy and Head Girl of Portobello 
High School, Paul Brown and Anne Wilson. 

Bus Outing through Central Scotland at Easter. 
In May a bowling match with the local Bowling Club. 

ROBERT MACKAY 

217. Eskdale Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in the Eskdale Hotel on Friday 27th 
January. 

Mr. John Gair from Lockerbie was out Chief Guest. 
Mr. Arthur Elliot, Hon. President, spoke of the loss sustained by the club on the deaths of Mrs. 

Mattie Norman, Mr. William Dickson and Mr. Eddie Armstrong, a Life Member of the Club. 
Fifty members enjoyed a very informal Scots Night in the Buck Hotel on Friday 3lst March. The 

programme was varied and consisted of Brass Instrumentalists, an accordianist. a piano player. a 
fiddler, songs, recitations and competitions. 

S. T. ELLIOT 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. On Saturday 24th January 1987, 145 members, guests and friends 
attended the Anniversary Dinner held in the Cairridale Hotel. The President of the Club, Mr. Peter 
James, was in the Chair. The Immortal Memory was submitted by Lord Clyde, Senator of the 
College of Justice and descendent of the Reverend William Inglis of the Relief Church who was a 
friend of Robert Burns. The Convener of the Dumfries and Galloway Regional Council, Mr. John 
V. M. Jameson, proposed "Town and Trade" to which Toast, Mr. Douglas Barbour replied. 

On Monday 25th January 1988, 126 members, guests and friends attended the Anniversary Dinner 
when The Immortal Memory was submitted by the Reverend Murdo Ewen Macdonald, D.D., 
Professor Emeritus in the University of Glasgow. So far as known to the Club, Dr. Macdonald is 
the first native born Gaelic speaker to have submitted The Immortal Memory. Sheriff Ian A. 
Cameron proposed a Toast of Nithsdale which was replied to by the Countess of Dalkeith. Dr. John 
Nimmo, Registrar of The Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh, proposed the Health of The 
Lassies which was replied to by Miss Marion Stewart, Archivist of the Burgh of Nithsdale. 

On Wednesday 25th January 1989, 122 Members, guests and friends attended the Anniversary 
Dinner when Sir John Thomson, G.C.M.G., sometime Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, submitted The Immortal Memory. The Toast to "Lando' Cakes" was proposed by Mr. 
Douglas H. Jones, American Consul General in Edinburgh and replied to by the Reverend Robert 
Nicol of Rothwell. Mr. David S. Ogilvie, son of a former President, Mr. Wilson Ogilvie, proposed 
the Health of the Lasses which was replied to by Miss Charlotte McFadden. 

On 25th January in each of the three years being reported upon there have been attendances at 
the Memorial Service, arranged by the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association in St. 
Michael's Church, and the President of the Dumfries Burns Club has presided at the Wreath Laying 
Ceremony at the Mausoleum when the customary wreaths have been laid by representatives of the 
Local Authorities and other Burns Clubs as well as by the President and other Members and guests 
of the Dumfries Burns Club. It is particularly pleasing to note that the Stratford-upon-Avon 
Caledonian Society continues to arrange for a wreath to be laid on this occasion and that 
arrangements are made by the Stratford-upon-Avon Caledonian Society to lay a wreath on behalf 
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of the Dumfries Burns Club at the Birthday Celebrations in Holy Trinity Church. Stratford-upon
Avon, when the birth of William Shakespeare is remembered. 

In addition, the Dumfries Burns Club has maintained its normal round of social and other 
functions. 

JOHN A. C. MCFADDEN 

236. Whitehaven Burns Club. Whitehaven Burns Club celebrated its 75th Anniversary on 27th 
January with 96 members and friends partaking of the traditional neeps, tatties and haggis and 
enjoying traditional music from pipes and accordion not to mention some fine renderings of Burns' 
-ongs. 

The President Mr. Andrew Ewing, his wife Margaret, his principal guest Mr. Roy Maddison, 
Editor of 'Whitehaven News', his distinguished 'lassie' Mrs. Olive Bell and her husband were piped 
in whereupon the Selkirk Grace heralded the approach of the 'muckle chieftain' suitably addressed 
by Mr. Maurice Pringle. The President gave the oration after dinner and other members of the Club 
featured in the Star o' Robbie Burns, Tam o Shanter and A Man's a Man with Past President John 
McLauchlan proposing the final toast to 'the artistes'. Auld Lang Syne sung in formal Whitehaven 
style concluded a fine evening o' entertainment. 

St Andrew's Night went with a swing to the lilt o' Carlisle Caledonian Pipe Band and Bon 
Accords. On this occasion we joined the West Cumberland Caledonian Society in enjoying the best 
attended St. Andrew's Night dinner dance in the area for many years with 156 Scots and Cumbrian/ 
Scots dancing the night away in the Westlands Hotel, Workington. 

GEORGE YOUNG 

238. Burns Club of Atlanta. Burns Night supper takes on an added dimension in the atmosphere 
of the Atlanta Club's treasured replica of the poet's birthplace. The Selkirk Grace triggers a skirl 
of pipes as the Haggis Escort proceeds from the cottage ben, threading a narrow path through the 
butt packed with members and guests in full Highland fig and tuxedos. With members' tartan 
banners lining the walls and Rabbie's bust smiling benignly from its place of honor, it's difficult to 
imagine a more appropriate setting west of the Hebrides. The ritual lived again 28th January as 
Secretary Jim Montgomery addressed the puddin', Bill Scott and Marion Pope exchanged toasts to 
national leaders and Mac Findlay invoked the Immortal Memory. President John Bell presided. 

The annual ceilidh on the stage behind the 80 year old Cottage raises funds to help keep the 
structure in reasonable repair. Col. David Nottingham chaired the 1988 event. Extensive rewiring 
made possible upgrading the Cottage's kitchen. 

Monthly programs ranged from an appearances by Susan Kybett, who reviewed her new 
biography of the Bonnie Prince, to Lynn Alexander, a rising modern poet. 

The club was saddened by the death of immediate past president Don Mangerie and of long time 
member Joe Beutel. At year end membership stood three short of its maximum 100. 

A highlight of the year was the visit by the.Burns Federation hon. editor, James Mackay. The 
group looks forward to his visit in 1990 to propose the toast to the Immortal Memory at the annual 
Burns Birthday Dinner. 

JAMES M. MONTGOMERY 

252. Alloway Burns Club. The death of our Hon. President, Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, a lady of high 
academic achievement and singular charm, was a sad blow. 

Our Burns Anniversary Dinner took place in Burns Monument Hotel with a magical view of the 
flood-lit Doon. The President, the Rev. J. Walter McGinty, B.A., made special mention of the 
presence of the President of the Burns Federation, Mrs. Anne Gaw. The haggis· was skilfully 
addressed by Mr. Allan Stoddart. and Mr. Jay Gould brilliantly toasted 'The Immortal Memory". 
Mr. John Crockett and Mrs. Jean Holland dealt amusingly with the toast to "The Lasses". 
Impressive readings by Dr. Begg and Mr. Stoddart and delightful singing by Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
captivated their listeners. 
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Other items included an illustrated talk by Mrs. M. Smith, a Holy Fair Stall, a Summer Prize 
Draw and Coffee Evening, a St. Andrew's Night , a Hostess Whist Drive and a splendid Scots Night. 

JAM ES GLASS 

Alloway Burns Club Anniversary Dinner Burns Monument Hotel, Alloway. Back row l to r -
G. Sturgeon, J. Crockett, Mrs. J. Crockett, Mrs. B. Stoddart, Mr. Allan Stoddart, Dr. J. Begg, 
Mrs. H. Begg, F'ront row l to r - Mrs. B. Glass, J. Glass, Mrs. A. Gaw, Rev. J. W. McGinty, J. 
Gould, Mrs. M McGinty. 

263. The Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. The Annual Supper was on !Oth February. George 
Darroch, presiding welcomed 65 guests and members , with a special welcome for Fred C. Jordan , 
one of our Veteran Cronies and still writing odes of poems for the club. The speakers were excellent , 
our guests being Graham Whyte , J. Keegan , T. Myles and Mrs . M. Urquhart. The replies on behalf 
of the club:- G. Anderson , C. McColl, Wm. Lawson. Suitable entertainment was provided by Bill 
Denniston, Ian Caskie and David Graham. 

ALAN YUILL 
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275. Ayr Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Gartferry Hotel , Ayr on 25th January. 
The Immortal Memory was proposed by Mr. John Rodie, a speaker in great demand , and one who 
certainly lived up to his reputation on this occasion. All other speakers maintained a high standard. 
Mr. Peter Hemphill , local Director of Libraries , gave the Toast to Auld Ayr and Provost Daniel 
McNeill replied. A witty Toast and Reply to the Lasses was given by Mr. Denis Johnston and Mrs. 
Jeanette Service . Fine singing by Miss Ella Kerr and Mr. David Boyd , accompanied by Mrs. Delia 
Dailing, and reading by Mr. Allan Stoddart completed the enjoyment of the evening. An 
appreciative vote of thanks was given by Mrs. Roma Ferguson. 

Other events included the Leglen Wood Commemorative Service on 17th July. The weather was 
not very kind but Rev. David Ness conducted a fine service and we wish him well in his new 
appointment at St Quivox Church. 

Members enjoyed the St Andrew's Night Supper on 30th November when Mr. Andrew Boyle 
gave an inspiring Toast to St Andrew and Scotland. A splendid selection of music and song was 
provided by the popular Ayr Music Makers. Vote of thanks given by Mr. John Piper. 

On 23rd February local school children took part in the annual concert of prize-winners in the 
Burns Competitions. This evening is a favourite with Club Members and friends and the wealth of 
talent amongst these children proved how worthwhile the competitions are. Mrs. Anne Gaw , 
President of the Burns Federation, gave a warm vote of thanks to everyone concerned, in particular 
the chi ldren taking part and Mr. J. Glass, who had organised the event. 

MARTHA MCKELLAR 

Top table at Ayr Burns Club's Annual Supper. 
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310. Mauchline Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Loudoun Arms Hotel , 
Mauch line with a company of 70 members and guests. The principal speaker was Dr. Ian Campbell 
of Edinburgh University. He took as his theme the character of Burns as displayed in his letters. 
The supporting speakers and entertainers as usual were all club members. 

The Club maintains from October to March a fortnightly series of meetings all well attended. 
Members also give considerable support to the Burns House Museum in time and effort. 

DAVID I. LYELL 

340. Balerno Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the large hall, suitably decorated, of 
the Kestrel Hotel on Saturday , 28th January. 

Seventy-six members and twelve guests , including Arthur Lucas, president of Marchbank B.C. , 
were warmly welcomed by president James Tait. then enjoyed a supper of hamely fare. Prior to the 
grace before meat a barrel-headed gavel and board suitably inscribed was presented by vice
president Jim Johnstone. 

Throughout the evening's entertainment contributions of a wide range of verse, song and music, 
added to the traditional toast list , totalled no less than thirty items! Special mention may be allowed 
of the Tam o' Shanter delivered in inimitable style by Ronnie Crichton , a recent and worthy recruit; 
Auld Reekie"s gain is Dumfries·s partial loss' 

During the Twa Dogs a flash-camera went berserk taking, on its own volition , shots of the rafters 
etc; this when in the hands of the chairman and he a past-president of the Edinburgh Camera Club' 
The "hours flew by wi" tentless Heed " aided by affable repartee from the ram-stam boys. Another 
'Let it Blaw' resounding success. 

With the growth of the club (which enjoys a constant waiting-list for membership) and the need 
of a revised Constitution and Rules , a sub-committee is engaged on drawing one up. 

Selected members adjudicated at the annual verse and song competitions held in Deanpark 
Primary School. Primary 7 winner Philip Purdie , one of four, went forward to the district finals held 
in George Watson "s College on 11 th March , and gained the Edinburgh Cup for verse speaking. We 
were delighted to have the company of Mrs. Anne Gaw, Federation President who graciously 
presented the prizes and merit certificates. 

GORDON GRANT 

Bill Ramsay as Holy Willie al his most unctuous. 
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350. Markinch Burns Club. When Markinch Burns Club celebrated the Bard's birthday on 
Friday, 20th January 1989, in the Laurelbank Hotel, Markinch, they also commemorated the Club's 
90th anniversary. The inaugural meeting was held on January 25th 1899, in the old Bethune Arms 
Hotel in Markinch, and the first president was Mr. J. McCorquodale. Since then many eminent men 
have held office and within the last 10 years three ladies have come to the fore in this capacity. 

The first lady president was Mrs. Jose Strath who lives in Markinch, the second was Mrs. Jenny 
Greenaway, ofKirkcaldy, and the third chaired this year's supper. Mrs. Betty Jolly, a Dundonian 
by .birth, now lives in Glenrothes, but still teaches in Whitfield High School, Dundee. 

The guest speaker for the Burns Supper was Mr. Alastair Leslie. M.A. Anstruther, who proposed 
the Toast to the "Immortal Memory" in an interesting and knowledgeable manner. 

Mr. Bill Whyte, past president of Markinch, addressed the haggis, which was carried by Mrs. Jean 
Todd. as Poosie Nansie, and piped in by Sandy Imrie. Past President. Rev. Ian Gordon gave the 
Selkirk Grace and also proposed the toast to "The Lassies", which was repli~d to by Mrs. Ray 
Walker from Old Meldrum. Mr. George Benedetti proposed the Toast to Markinch Burns Club and 
the reply was given by Past President Mrs. Jenny Greenaway, and together they performed "Tam 
o' Shanter" as a dramatic duet. 

Entertainment was given by singers Mr. Ken Greenaway, accompanied by his wife. Valerie, and 
Mrs. Kathleen Street, accompanied by Mrs. Scott. The Vote of Thanks was given by Mr. Bill Whyte, 
followed by "Auld Lang Syne". During the evening, tribute was made to the longest serving member 
of the Club. Mr. Archie Mitchell, Secretary, who sadly passed away recently, and who gave his 
services willingly and diligently during a long period of years. Markinch Burns Club still takes a 
great interest in promoting the children of Mark inch School to recite Scots poetry, by giving annually 
prizes of Burns Works. 

Regretfully, I have to record the sudden untimely death at the age of 53 years, of George 
Benedetti on 22nd February 1989, who took part so recently in Markinch Burns Club celebrations. 
and who was a keen devotee of our National Bard's Works. JENNY D. GREENAWAY 

360. Lochee Burns Club. The Club President, Mr. Eddie Urquhart, welcomed Members and 
friends to our Annual Burns Supper on 26th January. Master of Ceremonies for the evening was 
Mr. Ally Gowans who also addressed 'The Haggis'. 

The toast to 'The Immortal Memory' by one of our club members Mr. Ian Small, better known 
for his fine singing voice, gave a wonderful insight into the life and works of Burns and was well 
receiwd by the company. 

Two solicitors did battle in 'The Lasses', the Toast by guest Artist Mr. Michael Fletcher and the 
Reply. our own Miss Mary Crichton, who like every woman had the last word and won her case! 

Members of the Club completed the evening's entertainment accompanied by Mr. Bruce Wallace. 
St. Andrews Night was celebrated in full Scottish flavour - the programme being in the capable 

hnds of Ally Gowans. 
We were, again favoured by a man of the cloth, Rev. Joe Morrow. who gave 'The Toast to St. 

Andrew'. 
Again, we had a first class performance from Ally and his concert party. who always go down 

very well with the Members. 
M. DY~ 

366. Liverpool Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner of the Liverpool Burns Club was held on 
28th January when we were delighted to welcbme Mr. T. D. Mcllwraith who proposed the toast to 
'The Immortal Memory'. It was an excellent toast thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. We were sorry 
Mrs. Mcllwraith was unable to attend. 

Our President Mr. Albert Bell. and his wife Margaret regularly attend the Annual Conference 
and bring back all the news. We hold dances twice a month and also a Club Evening when there 
may be a speaker. a musical evening. or a quiz. We have a strong and loyal membership and join 
in the activities of the Lancashire and Cheshire Federation of Scottish Societies. 

MISS ETllEI. M. GRlfflN 
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370. Dundonald Burns Club. The 25th anniversary of the Club's foundation was celebrated on 
27th January 1989 in fine style with a Burns Supper which will be remembered for years to come. 
James Brodie proposed the Immortal Memory and Andrew Boyle paid tribute to Dundonald Burns 
Club with more than a few home truths for the Founder Members. The daunting task of replying 
was left to Secretary Robert Kirk and the thanks of Speakers Artists An' A' were expressed by 
newly elected vice president elect Haldane Richmond. Immediate past president Gordon McGibbon 
paid tribute to Chairman, Croupier and Officials. The artists were; Singers, Alasdair Smith and 
Eddie Galloway accompanied by Jim Clark, the Reader was Bill Morrison and the Piper Allan 
Branney. 

A special feature of the evening was the Club's own special 25th Anniversary blend of Whisky -
there are few bottles left and they are stored away along with many memories of a splendid night. 

Annual St. Andrew's Night Dinner when the Toast, 'Scotland' was proposed by Wilson Ogilvie. 
A spring outing to Tarbolton's Bachelors Club rounded off with a visit to the Plough Inn. 
To add to the celebrations the Club published a "Pictorial History of Dundonald" which is in 

popular demand. Sales have been running well and should recoup the initial costs thanks to a number 
of sponsors. One official involved was however heard to say, "It would have been easier to have 
had a wee night out to celebrate!". 

ROBERT KIRK 

377. Kilbirnie Rosebery Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held on 28th of January 1989 when 
a good company toasted the Immortal Memory of the Bard proposed by Andrew Boyle. The 
"Lasses" was proposed by Jim Cochrane, our Vice President, and the "Rosebery Club" was 
proposed by William Clark of the Gourock Burns Club. The general consensus of opinion was that 
the supper was up to and in excess of our usual standard. 

We held a successful Halloween dance in October and our monthly Wednesday evening talks 
were well attended throughout the season. 

On Wednesday 15th March we hosted the second Burns Quiz, having won the Lindsay Shield 
last year. I am happy to say that we again won the shield this year, the "Howff Club" coming second 
and they will be hosting next year's competition. 

R. G. THOMSON 

393, Annan Ladies' Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held on 26th January when Tom 
Myles, President of Glasgow and District Association, was the chief guest. The President, Mrs. M. 
Hyslop, welcomed those present, including delegates from surrounding clubs. 

Mr. L. Lupton piped in the haggis which was carried by Vice President Mrs. M. Illingworth and 
was suitably addressed by Tom Myles. After the traditional meal of haggis and mashed neeps and 
in the absence of Mrs. S. Knight, Secretary, due to illness Miss E. Stubbs, Treasurer, read 
greetings cards from one end of the country to the other including one from London, Ontario, 
Canada proving once again Auld Aquaintance will ne'er be forgot. 

The President then introduced Mr. Tom Myles, who ably proposed the Immortal Memory. He 
started by "Painting a Picture" with words of the birth of Robert Burns. Throughout his speech 
Mr. Myles quoted verses of the Bard showing his love and knowledge of Burns. Various toasts were 
given by Club Members and interspersing those we had songs from Mrs. A. O'Hara accompanied 
by Mrs. J. Currie. Recitations from Mrs. A. Kerr which were much appreciated by all. 

All our meetings were well attended despite some very inclement weather. Entertainment at each 
meeting was of the usual high standard thanks to a hardworking council. 

We were hosts to 150 Burnsians at the social held after the Brow Well service. Truly a grand 
night! No evening drives now, but travelled to Glasgow to Pantomime - very successful. 

All, in all, a good year, here's to the next! 
SALLY KNIGHT 
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398. The Colinton Burns Club. The club was instituted in 1907. It was disbanded seventeen years 
ago but was restored in 1988 and we were delighted to be re-allocated our original Federation 
Number 398. 

Our first inaugural supper was held on Saturday 21st January 1989 in the village of Colinton, 
Edinburgh and despite the break in continuity, we attracted a large gathering and new members. 

The President, Mr. Derek Cowan, despite the break in his right leg incurred whilst skiing in 
Austria, managed to perform his chairmanship on the evening. The inventive use of a plastic bin 
liner and masking tape on his plaster cast allowed him to use his kilt, skean dhu, the lot, see 
photograph. Many cracks were passed regarding Mr. Cowan's attempts to emulate the Bard who 
injured his leg in a coaching accident, which of course led to the exchange of letters with the fair 
Clarinda. He assures us he didn't break it for this reason but asks if there are any Agnes McLehoses 
out there looking for a pen pal, feel free to write. 

Finally, Colinton are still accepting membership applications and anyone interested should contact 
the secretary; Bill Hill on 031 445 1296 or write 11 Buckstone Avenue, Edinburgh. EHIO 6QL. 

BILL HILL 

405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. It was the pleasure of our President Mrs. Sheila M. Carter 
to welcome more guests then ever to our Burns' Supper at the Grosvenor House Hotel where we 
had a most beautiful meal. 

Our principal guest was the Rev. A. Glen Bowie who held us all throughout his rendering of the 
'Immortal Memory'. The toast to "The City We Bide In" and "Oor Guests" was ably proposed by 
Mr. Arroll Winning and was responded to by The Lord Mayor of Sheffield Council, Mrs. Phyllis 
Smith who greatly enjoyed our fayre. The toast to the Lasses was in the able hands of a Past 
President Mr. Thomas A. Docherty who spoke well, but the reply from Mrs. Margaret Fall was 
superb. This speech will not be forgotten for a long time. The Toast to 'The President' and 'The 
Caledonian Society of Sheffield' was proposed by a Past President Mr. George D. Bowie, no relation 
to the speaker, was responded to by our President Mrs. Sheila M. Carter. The Address to the Haggis 
was ably addressed by Mr. Richard D. Gibson. The evening was followed by dancing which was 
much enjoyed, and it was noticed that the majority of the members and friends were still with us 
when the lovely evening was brought to its close. 

Our calendar continues to be very active but one of the highlights of the year was the President's 
Charities Evening which took the form of "An Olde English Evening" when 150 members and 
friends packed the Ranmoor Parish Centre where there was a giant Tombola with over 400 prizes, 
raising £582.35 each for both St. Luke's Hospice here in Sheffield, and the Linn Moor Residential 
Home for Mentally Handicapped Children in Aberdeen, Aberdeen being the home of our President. 

Another highlight of the year was the hosting of 'The County Ball' for Yorkshire and Humberside. 
Many hundreds came and saw the beautiful Cutlers' Hall adorned with all the Society Banners to 
be followed by a superb Saturday with ideal weather. A tour of Derbyshire had been arranged with 
a visit to Chatsworth House where part of the party was privileged to meet the Duchess of 
Devonshire, the proud owner of Chatsworth House, then back to the Grosvenor House Hotel for 
a Ceilidh party with the music of Val Warburton and his Band. The weekend came to an end all 
too quickly but was most enjoyable. 

The Society loses members each year, and it was with sadness that Alvon and Freda Hirst moved 
to Glasgow in the Spring, but although we have deaths each year we have welcomed far more new 
members to our fold. We have a very wide arid varied programme and this certainly attracts new 
members particularly those in the early thirties and forties. Long may this continue. 

RICHARD A. GOGHil.l. 

437. Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. I Our President Mrs. Lockerbie welcomed the company 
to our Annual Burns Supper in the Cairndale Hotel. Mr. Neil Wallace proposed the Immortal 
Memory and spoke of how his interest in Robert Burns developed over the years. Burns was a man 
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of the people. one of the sincerest of men. without bitterness of malice. - he belongs to the world 
- he wrote of a sense of hope and unfailing love for mankind said Mr. Wallace in his spendid address. 
Mr. John Glover proposed the toast to 'The Lassies· and Mrs. McCuaig replied. Other toasts were 
given by club members. The programme included Burns songs excellently sung by Mrs. A. 
McCullough and Mr. Wm. Williamson and Mrs. Avril Kerr ' s recitations were first class. The Haggis 
was carried a loft by Mrs. V. Kerr piped in by Mr. I. Clowe and addressed by Mrs. A. Kerr. 
Greetings from a large number of kindred clubs far and near were read by Mrs. E . Haining. 

During the year our monthly meetings were well supported and included an evening with Mr. 
Kirkland whose topic was 'Burns in Nithsdale'. one with Mr. W. Ogilvie who spoke on 'Other 
Scotti sh Poets' , and one of the members who attended the 1988 Annual Conference in Canada told 
of 'The Canadian Experiences'. Our St. Andrew's Night speaker was Past President Mrs. McCuaig 
with songs and recitations from Mrs. A. Keachie . Mr. J. Cask ie and S.V.P. Mrs . M. Parker. 

Mrs . R. Lockerbie, President laid a wreath at the Burns Mausoleum on 25th January. Our closing 
social at the Embassy Hotel provided a happy atmosphere with songs. recitations and dancing to 
the Jim Brown duo. Our summer outing is to Beamish in June and we are looking a head to our 
60th anniversary celebrations in 1990. 

ELIZABETH HAINING 

Top Table Guests at Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. I Annual Burns Supper, 1989. 
Back row - Mrs. M . Parker S. V. P., Mr. John Glover, Mr. Neil Wallace , Mrs. Auldritch, J. V. P. 

Mrs. S. Stein P.P. 
Front row - Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. M. Schlag, Treasurer, Mrs. R. Lockerbie, President, Mrs. E. 

Haining, Secretary, Mrs. Kelly and Mrs. l/lingworth (2 guests Annan Ladies Burns Club). 
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458. Stonehaven (Fatherland) Burns Club. President Mr. Alf Smith welcomed 87 members and 
friends to the annual supper on 25th January in the Royal Hotel. Mrs. E. Petrie. club secretary gave 
the address to the haggis. The Immortal Memory was ably delivered by Mr. J. Fraser. rector of the 
Mackie Academy, whilst local journalist, Mr. R. Kennedy proposed Scotland Yet. Well known 
radio and television personality Robbie Shepherd gave the toast to the Lasses to which local 
councillor, Mrs. V. MacDonald, MBE, suitably replied. The company were enthralled by the superb 
singing of husband and wife duo, Peter and Jean Webster. 

Members and friends enjoyed an outing to Aden Country Park and also paid a visit to the Lower 
City Mills at Perth. Parties at Hallowe'en and Christmas were well attended and provided much 
merriment. Two rainbow whist evenings proved popular and both were well attended by members 
and friends. 

MRS. El.IZABETll PETRIE 

462. Cheltenham Scottish Society. 85 members and friends sat down to dinner in the Carlton 
Hotel, with Vice President Bill Carse in the chair. Mr. John McLeod, taking as his main theme the 
poem "The Vision", drew most interesting parallel with his own experience as a Gaelic poet. Angus 
Wilson extolled the virtues of the lasses, with a most witty reply from Jennie Smart. We were 
delighted to have our patron, Lord Neidpath, present. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner was again a great success, held in the Queens Hotel. Other events 
included an excellent Hogmanay Party, and it has been particularly gratifying that our Heritage 
evenings are of such varied interest and so well attended. Scottish Country Dancing is held every 
week, while the Highland Dancers and the pipers are regularly called for their services throughout 
the district. 

DAVID BLACK 

494. Motherwell United Services Club. The Annual Anniversary Dinner wns held i11 ilie club 
premises on 25th January 1989, President William J. Wilson in the Chair. The club entertained 
guests from our sister clubs and our special guest was Provost James Armstrong. The principal toast 
was proposed by R. B. Cleland, Past President L.A.B.C. whose oration was enthusiastically 
received by all. "The Lassies" were toasted by C. J. Cunningham. The artists were John Reid -
reader, Robert McCrum, senior and junior soloists and Piper Richard Thomson. 

The club visisted the "Tam o' Shanter" Club, Coventry during March. 1989 and a good weekend 
was had by all. 

516. Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans. The Airts Burns Club celebrated the anniversary of the birth 
of Robert Burns in fine style at the annual Burns Supper in the Royal Musselburgh Golf Clubhouse. 

President Richard Carroll welcomed a large company including guests from the Tranent 25 Burns 
Club, Castlepark Bowling Club and the Poosie Nansie's Club from Ncwcraighall. 

After Hugh Meharry paid respect to Absent Friends. the skirl of the pipes played by .John Bissett 
heralded the arrival of the haggis which was addressed by Chairman Carroll. 

A. C. Robertson pronounced the Selkirk Grace and a sumptuous meal of traditional fare was 
served. 

After dinner Walter Muir and Willie Currie led the company in 'There was a lad'. The toast to 
the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns was proposed by John Hogg in eloquent terms. 

Bus drive to Dumfries Howff Club and Dumfries Burns Museum, Mausoleum and Burns Centre. 
a St. Andrew's Night and Monthly dances. 

WALTER M. MUIR 

530. Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association. The Anniversary service was held in St. 
Michaels Church, Dumfries on 25th January, 1989. In the earlier months the association was pleased 
to see the considerable activity of other clubs in the district and welcomed the Burns Howff Club's 
hosting of the National Schools Contest in Dumfries. 
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The service at the Brow Well in July 1988 was well attended and President Anne Gaw represented 
the Burns Federation. · 

The invitation to the Burns Federation to hold the 1996 Conference in Dumfries has been accepted 
and this major project will be a focus of our work for the future. 

Other projects are support for the restoration of the Hermitage at Friars' Carse and development 
of the displays at Ellisland. D. R. URQUHART 

534. Bedlington and District Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held on Wednesday, 25th 
January, 1989, in Bedlington Masonic Hall. Chairman David Todd welcomed a full house of 
members and guests to what was proved to be an evening of entertaining speeches, good food and 
comradeship. 

Before the festivities began, President Bob Hamilton presented a ceremonial inscribed dagger to 
his predecessor, Dr. John Brown, MBE, who immediately made it available for use by the Club in 
our annual 'attack' on the haggis. 

The toasts began with Mr. Jack King giving a highly entertaining toast to 'The Lassies'. 'The 
Immortal Memory', given by Mr. Jim Bush, was to say the least masterfully submitted and 
enthusiastically appreciated by the assembly. This oration will be long remembered as one of our 
highlights in toasts to the memory of the Bard. 

The toast to the visitors was given by our Treasurer, Peter Foster, and ably replied to by an old 
friend of the Club, Dr. Ian Airley. 

Entertainment was provided by Piper Kevin Reay, Mr. Norman Grainger and Mr. Alan 

Pitkeathley. JAMES KEITH STEWART 

556. Caledonian Society of Doncaster. The birthday of Robert Burns was celebrated by the 
Society which held a Dinner Dance at the Earl of Doncaster Hotel on the 27th January 1989, where 
75 members and their guests were welcomed by the president Mr. M. McVey. 

The haggis was piped in by the Hon. Piper Mr. T. Leggatt and the address to the haggis was given 
by the President Mr. M. McVey. 

The toast to the "Immortal Memory" was ably given by Mr. W. Gallagher. The Toast "The Toon 
we bide in" was proposed by the Vice President, Mrs. Isobel Todd and responded to by the Mayor 
of Doncaster, Councillor R. W. Gillies, J.P. 

The toast to the lassies was given by Miss Barbara Plumb and suitably replied to by Mr. Angus 
Watt. Mr. Walter Leighton, the Secretary and Toastmaster read the fraternal greetings from 
Kindred Societies. 

The evening's entertainment continued with the dancing to the Bracken Rigg Trio until 1.00 a.m. 
The programme commenced on 25th May with a Bowls evening which unfortunately had to be 

curtailed because of the weather. 
On 6th June a splendid visit was arranged at the Cutlers Hall, Sheffield and followed by a buffet 

supper at a local hostelry. 
Once again the Society held its annual barbecue at the home of Mr. and Mrs. G. Elliott. The 

proceeds of the bring and buy sale during the evening was donated to the local branch of the British 
Heart Foundation. 

The President's Reception was held at the Concorde Suite, the Earl of Doncaster Hotel where 
60 members and guests from other societies enjoyed an excellent meal and live entertainment, 
provided by Mr. a. Harris and family. 

In November an illustrated talk on Old Doncaster, by Mr. A. Mendum, was enjoyed by a large 
number of members and their guests. 

The President and Consort held a Christmas Party for members and friends at Hatfield Parish 
Hall, where many members were induced to take part in Scottish Country Dancing, ably led by Mr. 
T. Grant. 

A Wine and Cheese Party was held in February where two travel films were shown to the 
interested audience. 

The Year's Programme ended on 17th March with a domino drive and quiz. 

128 



Burns Night, January 1989. 
Left to Right: Mr. G. Elliott (Past President), Mr. R. McGlasson (Treasurer), Mrs. H. Glasson. Mrs. 
I. Todd (Vice President), The Mayor (Councillor R. W. Gillies, J.P.), Mr. Murray Mc Vey 
(President), Mrs. Gillies (Mayor's Consort), Mrs. Christine McVey (Presidents Consort). Mr. K. 

Todd. 

559. Coventry and District Caledonian Society. The Burns Dinner was held in the Manor Hotel 
Meriden on Friday 27th January , 1989 with Mr. W. Lenox presiding. Guests of Honour the Lord 
Mayor. Councillor A. Waugh and the Lady Mayoress of Coventry. The haggis received in traditional 
style piped in by Mr. D. Murdoch , retired Honorary Pipe Major of the Society. Principal toast to 
the Immortal Memory proposed by the Revd. Birnie. Vice President Mrs. M. Maddiman the toast 
to the City of Coventry and the Lord Mayor replied. Humorous toast to the Lassies by Mr. D. Jones 
app licably replying Mrs. D. Jones. Welcoming 'Oor Guests' Mr. W. Lenox ··Friendship makes us 
a mair happy friendship gies us a delight." Entertaining us with lovely songs Mrs. S. Hay and 
accompanist Mrs. L. Adams. The society toast by Mr. A. McDowall Past President given sincerely 
and light heartedly capturing the attention of the 120 members and friends present. To end our 
evening a vote of thanks from Mr. W. Lenox. ' Ye winged hours th at oer us past enraptured more. 
the more e njoyed ... 

Enjoyed by a ll our Presidents ' Reception and St. Andrew's Night from which the proceeds from 
the raffle were sent to the Royal Ca ledonian Schools. Twice to hear the Scottish Fiddlers Orchestra. 
Birmingham and London superb.Mr. G. Johnstone convenes our Scottish Dance Class weekly and 
we partake in many Dances throughout the Midlands with our friends in other clubs and societies. 
where a good time is had by all. 

May l ta ke this opportunity to thank all clubs who sent greetings to us during the Burns Festivities. 
It was indeed an honour for me to attend the Burns Supper of The Jean Armour Lac.lies Section. 
Tam o' Shanter Burns Club. Coventry and to meet again Mr. Anne Gaw now President of the Burns 

Federation also The St. Columbas Burns Dinner and the Salvation Army Evening. 
WINNlf' 1.AIN<; 

129 



566. The Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. Our Fiftieth Anniversary Supper was held 
in the Hilton International Airport hotel, Sydney with 306 members and friends in attendance 
including guests from overseas and three direct descendents of Isabella Begg, youngest sister of the 
Poet. An excellent meal was served. Our singers were Ian Tweedie, and Jean Kelso who had come 
straight from performing at the Sydney Opera House to be with us. Our Guest Speaker was Mr. 
Angus Graham, APM, Deputy Commissioner of the New South Wales Police Force who gave an 
excellent broad spectrum Immortal Memory on the life of Robert Burns - one of the best Orations 
we have ever heard. Other Toasts were proposed by our own Members - "The Land of our 
Adoption' by Patron Charles Murray, President Stuart Henderson proposed the Lasses and our 
Secretary May Dickie ably replied. The unanimous verdict was an extremely well organised, highly 
successful enjoyable and happy Golden Anniversary. 

Our Society has had a very full and interesting year, continuing our association with other Kindred 
Societies and appearing either on their various programme or as guests at their Annual Balls etc. 
We held our own clan night and learned all about Clan Murray from our Patron, Charles Murray. 
Later we had a Special Visitors Night which, in spite of the inclement weather, was well attended 
with a reciprocal visit from our Kindred Societies. 

We also had our own "Celebration 88" during bi-centennial year with a slide show of the re
enactment of the First Fleet Voyage from England and the Tall Ships, including the history of each 
ship. We were able to relive our Nation's "birthday" with a complete showing of the events of 26th 
January 1988, including the wonderful Fireworks Finale. We had a number of overseas visitors 
during bi-centennial year, including Jim Mackay, Editor of the Chronicle and Burnsian who visited 
our Club in March and spoke to us about his interesting travels and some of the unusual Burns 
Suppers he had attended. In November Mr Mackay was on a private visit but kindly acted as courier 
and brought over some special serviettes for our 50th Anniversary Supper. We spent a pleasant 
Sunday with Jim and one of our Members was able to show him the Cairn. Another visitor was Mr. 
Duncan Mathieson from Fornie who had come over to build the Cairn which was Scotland's bi
centennial gift to Australia. The Cairn contains approximately 1700 stones, collected by the children 
from each Scottish parish and shipped over. 

We were invited to Scots Church in June to help celebrate its 165th Anniversary and again in 
November for our Annual St. Andrew's Day Service which this year was hared with the Kirkin o' 
the Tartan Ceremony during Scottish Week when the Earl of Errol and the Duke of Argyll, together 
with other Scottish nobility were in attendance. The reading of the Lessons were by the Duke of 
Argyll and our President Stuart Henderson. On 30th November a number of.our Members attended 
the Dedication of the Cairn at Rawson Park, Mosman, when the Duke of Argyll's speech was 
translated into Gaelic by our Member, Duncan Macleod. Just prior to New Year, our Patron Charles 
Murray was invited by Radio 2GB to give a talk on what the Scots do at Hogmanay- the programme 
was so interesting that Charles was asked to stay on the air for another half hour to answer the 
phone queries which had jammed the switchboard. Earlier this year Charles was appointed 
Representative of the Fellowship of Australian Writers on the Board of 2RRR local FM radio. 

Another Member, Marion Allan - a native of Tarbolton - keeps us abreast with News from Home 
which is always lively and interesting. Marion arranged a Grand Scottish Concert in Scots Church 
for the Presbyterian Woman's Association Marketing and had 400 people there. On 22 January we 
held our Annual Burns Memorial Service at St. Stephen's Church and then at the Burns Statue in 
Sydney Domain. In spite of the showery cool weather we had a good attendance and were addressed 
by our President Stuart Henderson, Patron Charles Murray and Mr. Andy Walker from Auckland, 
New Zealand who also recited Burns' Address to The Gentlemen of the Caledonia Hunt. 

We've had a very successful year, but our thoughts and prayers went out, and are still with, the 
people of Lockerbie who lost their lives or were affected by the terrible air disaster just prior to 
Christmas. 

MAY DICKIE 
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572. Chester Caledonian Association. The 104th Chester Burns Supper was held at the Queen 
Hotel. Chester on 21st January. The principal toast was proposed by the Reverend Ian Renton , 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Edinburgh. Despite a controversial list of plagiarism of poe ts from 
Homer to Gray , Mr. Renton paid a very fitting tribute to Robert Burns. The President , Mr. Donald 
Duncan. the Vice·President , Dr. Austin Elliott and the Mayor of Chester also spoke. Mr. Ronald 
Morrison of Motherwell and Mr. Rory Lea of Chester sang Burns songs. 200 members and guests 
attended. 

A St. Andrew·s Day Dinner and Ball . a Highland Ball and a Ceilidh Supper were also held. Mr. 
Donald Duncan read a lesson at the special St. Andrew·s Day Service at St. Andrew's United 
Reformed Church in Chester. 

T. S. LEA 

578. Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. The Burns Supper was held on 25th February in 
Wishaw. President. Jim Chalmers welcomed a large attendance. Mr. John Inglis , Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Federation proposed the Immortal Memory. Other speakers were Vice President 
Robert Scott - Toast to Speaker. John McKay - Toast to Lassies. Reply - Freda Buddie . Tom 
Donald - Toast to Federation. Reply - Fern Paterson. Selkirk Grace - Mrs. G. Train. Vote of 
Thanks - Mrs. Isa Jones. Entertainment was provided by Piper David Start. Singers - Ann 
Pickering. Freda Buddie , John Donaghue. Reader - John Reid. Accompanist - Betty Pearson. 
Dancing brought a successful evening to a close. 

A successful dance and tombola was held in October. 1988. 
The Schools Competition in April 1989 for both Primary and Secondary Schools is a very 

important event in our annual calendar. 
MRS. ANN PICKERING 

Piper Roddy McLeod receives the Burns Works and Letters from President Jimmy Kinloch al 
Cumbernauld's Annual Supper. 
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581. Cumbernauld and District. The Annual Supper was held on Friday 27th January 1989 when 
a company of 90 was warmly welcomed by Club President Jimmy Kinloch. The haggis was piped in 
by club piper Bob Aird and most effectively addressed by Ken Stark. Club Chef, Jim Kimm, 
produced, as ever, a most excellent dinner and was later presented with a volume of the Burns 
Encyclopedia for his services to the club. The Immortal Memory was proposed by Past President 
Joe Keegan who surpassed himself in his brilliantly written address. It was one of the most 
memorable speeches ever heard within the club and this was evident from the spontaneous roar of 
approval and the standing ovation he received. Club Secretary, Tom B. Myles, proposed the toast 
to the Lasses which earned him also a standing ovation. Jim Kimm gave his usual flawless 
performance of Tam 'o Shanter etc., whilst club singers David Boyle and Jim Graham were as 
always in great voice. Danny Connolly provided a feast of music on his accordian and our blind 
pianist Bobby Ralph was at his sparkling best. A special presentation of the "Alloway" volumes of 
the poems and letters was made to piper Roddy McLeod, a guest of the club, for the honours he 
had brought to Cumbernauld over the past year in the many contests he had won in championship 
piping. He replied with a rousing selection of pipe tunes which had everyone on their feet with a 
wonderful standing ovation. President Jimmy Kinloch was warmly thanked for his expert and warm 
chairmanship. 

At the Annual Burns Supper of the Cumbernauld and District Burns Club No. 581 a local piper, 
Roderick McLeod was honoured for his achievements in piping over the past year. He won the 
Scotway Championship, gaining a lst for Pibroch which carries with it the honour of being piper to 
the Lord Provost of Glasgow. He also won the Scotway Competition for March, Strathspey and 
Reel. At the Argyll gathering he won the Gold Medal for Pibroch. Inverness saw him win the Gold 
Clasp and Bicentenary Medal and at the Glenfiddich Championship at Blair Castle (invitation only) 
he won a 2nd at Pibroch and won the the March, Strathspey and Reel which made him second 
overall. The picture (by Bob Aird) shows Roddy being presented by President Jimmy Kinloch 
(himself a well known piper) with the "Alloway" complete works of Robert Burns and the 
companion volume of the complete letters. Roddy's reply to the presentation was to play his pipes 
which earned him an earsplitting and spontaneous standing ovation and encore. We in Cumbernauld 
are a' prood o' Roddy. He soon will be wearing the "Cumbernauld" Tartan - a gift from the 
Cumbernauld Development Corporation on behalf of the people of our town. 

TOM B. MYLES 

618. Altrincham and Sale Caledonian Society The 44th Annual Burns Supper was held on Friday 
20th January, 1989 in the Masonic Hall, Sale, when Mrs. M. H.P. Watson presided over a gathering 
of 100 members and friends. 

The Rev. Ruth A. Mealand said the Selkirk Grace and Mr. Tom Convoy piped in the haggis 
which was carried by Mr. J. R. S. McFarlane and addressed by Mr. J. C. Wallace. 

Mr. J. A. C. McFadden, M.A., LL.B., Hon. Secretary of Dumfries Burns Club, gave a most 
erudite "Immortal Memory" based on the "poetry of words, action and silence" and rightly deserved 
the standing ovation which he received. 

Dr. I. D. Mcintosh gave the traditional "Toast to the Lassies" to which Mrs. S. Minto ably 
replied. 

A selection of Burns Songs was delightfully sung by Mrs. Freda Evans accompanied at the piano 
by Dr. I. M. Hale. 

Mr. D. H. Watson acted as Chairman and Mrs. J. R. Lucas gave a comprehensive vote of thanks. 
The evening ended with dancing to music supplied by the David Hall Trio. 

J. MCFARLANE 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars. The Annual Dinner was held in the Thistle Hotel, Milnathort, on 
Friday 20th January, when Thomas White presided and Iain Halliday acted as Croupier. The Chief 
Guest, George Anderson, Past President of the Burns Federation, proposed the "Immortal 
Memory" and treated the company to a splendid address. Tom Harper toasted 'The Lasses" and 
Donald Campbell replied. Other contributions were made by Alex Farquhar, Robert Livingstone, 
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David Birrell, Bert Dunbar, Willie Lumsden, George Wilson, Tan Gow, Iain Halliday and Luis 
Morton. The accompanist was Bruce Inglis and the piper Robert Hamilton. 

Annual prizes were as usual presented for competition at Kinross High School 
GORDON Y. GEORGE 

660. Langholm Ladies Burns Club. President, Mrs. Turk welcomed company to "Eskdale Hotel" 
and gave the Selkirk Grace. The haggis was carried aloft by Mrs. D. Anderson and piped in by Mr. 
Jock Carrie and addressed by Mrs. Turk. Miss Grace Brown, Past President, gave a memorable 
"Immortal Memory". Mrs. E. Little replied to Mr. Wm. Young's excellent toast "Town, Trade and 
Agriculture." He later gave us "Holy Willie's Prayer." Mr. T. Hutton was very kind to the "Lasses" 
in his toast and Mrs. Anderson replied. The "Chief Guest" was proposed by Mr. C. Edgar. Mrs. 
A. Halliday and Mr. Wm. Young were the singers accompanied by Mr. A. Nicol. Mrs. Liddle gave 
the vote of thanks to all and we finished with "Auld Lang Syne". 

In October 1988, we held our 'Do it yourself' Dinner. The Burns reading was by Mrs. Prentice, 
films and talk on "Wildlife" by Mr. and Mrs. Ken Taylor were most enjoyable. Tribute made to 
the late E. C. Armstrong MBE, who was a true friend of our club. Vote of thanks to speakers and 
committee for the meal was given by Mrs. Edgar, Vice President. 

St. Andrew's Meeting. Dinner in "Auld Aquaintance" - Burns reading by Mrs. Liddel followed 
by demonstration on "decorated eggs" by Mrs. Jean Stuart, Waterbeck. Following the raffle the 
vote of thanks given by Mrs. C. Edgar, Vice President. 

Sales Meeting 21st February, 1989. Buffet supper followed by talk comparing two holidays -
Disneyland and a visit to Russia by Mr. Walter Bell. The Burns reading given "To a Mouse" by 
Miss Grace Brown. Vote of thanks by Mrs. Edgar, Vice President. 

MRS. ELAINE ANDERSON 

661. Leamington and Warwick Caledonian Society. Our Annual Bum's Dinner was held on 28th 
January 1989 when the Immortal Memory was given by Mr. Robert Davies from the West Midlands 
Burns Federation. 93 people attended the event. 

We started our Year with President's Night at the Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick and have 
had Social Evenings whic.h have included a 'Do it Yourself' night, Slides of old Leamington Spa, a 
Skittles evening and Slides and a talk on 'Focus on Nature'. 

Our St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance was again held at Alderson House, Warwick and was 
enjoyed by all. 

MISS ISABELLA T. S. HENDERSON 

664. West Kilbride Burns Club. West Kilbride Burns Club held their 42nd anniversary dinner on 
Wednesday 25th January in the Arran Room of Seamill Hydro. President Mr. Tom Williamson 
welcomed the members and friends and introduced the top table before saying the Selkirk Grace 
and occupying his seat of honour - the Burns Chair, which is now to be seen displayed in the West 
Kilbride Museum. Mr. Gordon McKellar having already piped in the top table guests, also piped 
in the haggis. Mr. Robbie Menzies addressed it and later gave the Address to the Unco Guid, with 
great expression and feeling. The Immortal Memory was most ably given by the Rev. Douglas A. 
Lamb, who illustrated the many influences on Burns life and writing, in both a very interesting and 
humorous manner. The Toast to the Lasses was given by Mr. George Wilkinson in a very jocular 
manner. Miss Jean McKenzie, in her eloquent reply, had the last word! Mrs. Anne Jones was soloist 
for the evening and as always charmed the audience with here delightful singing. Mrs. Shelagh 
Dempster most ably accompanied Mrs. Jones in her solos. Mr. George Sloan with his inimitable 
style thanked everyone who had contributed to making the evening so pleasant and successful. 

The West Kilbride Burns Club had a very happy start to their evening meetings, with a social 
arranged by Mr. Stan Kellock, with local musicians and soloists. The Tattie and Herrin Supper was 
also a very enjoyable musical evening given by Mr. Tom Williamson and friends. In December we 
had a most interesting talk and slide show on a Visit to China, by Dr. and Mrs. J. Blair. On 25th 
January we had our 42nd Anniversary Dinner. In February Mrs. Joan Gordon arranged a very fine 
musical programme with a group of very talented young soloists and a flutist. In March we were 
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entertained by the four finalists of the West Kilbride Primary Schools Burns Competition and also 
had a most interesting talk by Mr. John Inglis. The A.G.M. evening in April was combined with a 
talk and tasting of Chilean wines - a pleasant way to end our evening meetings. 

MRS. MARY B. MIL>IE 

665. Gartmorn Ladies' Bum's Club. Taking the country as a whole, Gartmorn Ladies No. 665 
is one of only six all women cluqs. 

During the year we have club meeting from October until March. In July we have a summer 
outing and the club enters two rinks in the area bowling competition held at the end of August at 
Tillicoultry. 

On 25th January members of Ben Cleuch, Sauchie Men's Burns Club. Ashburn House and Clear 
Winding Devon joined in the memorable occasion. 

And Gartmorn Ladies were lucky in having one of Scotland's prominent Burns speakers proposing 
"The Immortal Memory". 

John Smith, past president of Stirling, West Perth and Clackmannan area, past president of 
Coalsnaughton B.C. and past president of United Glass's Jolly Beggar's Club was heartily applauded 
for his rousing speech. 

On many occasions Mr. Smith has been invited by clubs in America to share his profound 
knowledge of the Bard. This year Gartmorn ladies were lucky to have the distinguished speaker in 
their midst. 

Another popular figure in Burns· circles, Chic Duthie had the predominently female audience -
60 women - and nine men, in a complete uproar with his cleverly chosen remarks to "the Lassies". 

And Elizabeth Graham followed on with a superb "Reply" in defence of the fairer sex. 
Gartmorn Club member Anne Davids toasted "Kindred Clubs" and Netta Snaddon of Clear 

Winding Devon ably replied. 
Betty Brown was this year's Poosie nancy and the haggis was piped in by Netta Snaddon. Then, 

with a flourish, Jim Harrower. president of UG Jolly Beggars plunged his knife into and addressed 
"The Haggis". 

Mrs. Pert gave the toast to "The Queen". 
During the evening songs and recitations of the Bard's most loved works came from: Anne 

Hansen, Wendy Buchanan, George Leith and Bobby Hoggan were enjoyed. Speakers were thanked 
by Mrs. Esther Moody and Mrs. Jean Fleming. 

MRS. JESSIE SUME PERT 

683. Stratford upon Avon District Caledonian Society, The President Mr. Don Sheridan and his 
wife Margaret with guests of honour the Mayor and Mayoress of Stratford upon Avon, Dr. and 
Mrs. G. Lees are entertained by piper Eddie Cornet during a break at the 42nd Annual Burns 
Dinner of the Society held at the Welcombe Hotel, Stratford upon Avon on 28th January 1989. 

Photograph by kind permission of Leamington Spa/Stratford upon Avon Observer. 
MR. GORDON R. FORRES 

691. Inverness Burns Club. Inverness Burns Club celebrated their Annual Dinner at the Station 
Hotel, Inverness on 27th January. 1989 when 120 members and guests enjoyed an excellent meal 
including the traditional haggis which was piped in by Mr. James W. MacKenzie. The principal toast 
to the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns was given in a spirited and amusing fashion by Mr. 
Andrew Charters. Alloway. Other speakers included Dr. Martin Whittet, Mrs. Nancy Scott. Sir 
Robert Cowan and Rt. Hon. Lord Gray of Conlin. Mr. R. K. Forrest proposed the toast to the 
President, Major E.B.B. McD. Simpson (retired) who was in the Chair. Musical entertainment was 
provided by Charles Sinclair, Emma Anderson and .Sheila Bruce (accompanist) and the company 
joined in several of the popular songs. 

C. .I. D. Sil.VER 
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Stratford upon Avon (see opposite). 

699. Choppington Burns Club. The Burns Anniversary Dinner and Dance was held in the 
Choppington Welfare on 2 l st January 1989 at 6.30 p .m. 

"The Immortal Memory" was given by Mr. J. King of Morpeth. Address to the haggis was given 
by Mr. R. Hamilton , president of Bedlington Burns Club. The haggis was carried by the secretary 
Mr. J. E. Godden. 

The toast " The Lassies" was given by Mr. J. C hicken. chairman of the club and the reply was 
given by Mrs. She il a King. 

The reply to the main spea ker was given by Club President Mr. J. Brady. 
The Piper in attendance was Piper Bill Finlayson of Blyth. 
The remai nder of the evening was spent dancing to Mr. Keith Shirley o n the organ . A vote of 

thanks was given by committee me mber Mr. W. G reen . who was also Master of Ceremonies for 
the evenin g. 

During the year. 1988-89:-
September 3rd 1988 Buffet Dance. 29th October 1988 Halloween Buffet Dance. 
26th November 1988 St. Andrew's Night Buffet Dance . 
4th March 1989 Ladies Night Buffet Dance. 8t h April 1989 Annual Ge neral Meeting. 
6th May 1989 May Night Buffet Dance. 
A ll these functions held in the Choppington Welfare Hall. 

MR. J. IC. GODDF. N 

701. The Detroit Burns Club. T he An nual Burns· Supper was held in Dearborn. Michigan on 
Saturday 28th January 1989. 180 members and friends enjoyed a memorable evening with Pipers 
and Scottish Dancers in the traditiona l style. Johnston Cummings gave the add ress to the haggis 
which was piped in by our club piper George Killen. and carri ed by Margaret C lark with Sword 
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Bearer Harry Morrison. Ed Kozak iewicz gave the address to the Lassies and the reply was given 
by Del McPherson. The Immortal Memory was delivered by Secretary Jo hn Philliben. Al l the 
speeches were app lauded by a very enthusiast ic audience. President H . . MacDonald thanked the 
members and friends for a very enjoyable evening. 

On Sunday 29th January members of the club laid a wreath at the Burns ' Statue in Cass Park , 
Detroit, after an ii:ivocation by Jim McDougall. 

JOllN M . PHILLIBEN 

The two pho1u1vaphs were taken at the presentation of medals to past presidents of the Detroit Burns 
Club 701, by the President Mr. Humphrey MacDonald. 

Past President H. Marshall, President H. MacDonald. 

Past President E. Kozakiewicz , J. McDougall and President H. MacDonald. 
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706. North Lindsay Scots Society. Our Burns Supper was held on 27th January and just over 100 
member and friends attended. After the speeches "The Immortal Memory" and the minor toasts , 
we danced until the early hours . even persuading some of our Sassenach friends to join in the 
Eightsome Reel. A very happy evening. 

The Society has had a successful year. Our main functions have included a St. Andrew's Dinner 
and Dance. Our President 's Reception and the less formal functions of a Barbecue , Cheese and 
Wine Party , New Year Party and Scott ish Evening. 

MRS. S. WILSON 

710. The Robert Burns Society of Toronto. Our Annual Supper was held on Saturday 28th 
January, 1989 , in The Royal York Hotel , Confederation Room, Toronto , Canada. 125 attended. 

At 7.00 p.m. prompt , honorary piper Alex Lumsden 'screwed the pipes and gart them skirl ' 
bringing us to the " Address to a Haggis" which was given by Jimmy MacNeil , past President of 
Hamilton 's St. Andrew's Society. After a Toast to the •·Queen and Canada" given by Carnoustie's 
Jock Farquharson. an exce llent dinner fo llowed. The main speaker, Gordon Hepburn, past 
President of Thomas Cook Ltd., gave the " Immortal Memory" ' Robert Burns The Man ' which 
turned out to be an excel lent delive ry. Bill Hannah , formerly from Kilmarnock , espoused on a 
"toast to the Lassies", which was replied to by Shirley Davidson from Ca lgary, Toronto 's Emerson 
MacDonald gave the "Vote of Thanks''. Janet DcSousa supplied the dance music ending up the 
evening to the strai ns of 'Auld Lang Sync'. 

The Robert Burns Society of Toronto , No. 710 creator of 'The Scot United 1987' having collected 
$3,000.00 on a well organized ceilidh of that year, were again proud to be participators of the 1988 
event. This was sponsored by The Mississauga Gaelic and Scottish Society which had collected 
$ 1,050.00 The net proceeds of both of the above events went to help the Alzheimcr Society in their 
respective areas . It is hoped that the banner will be taken up aga in this year by another Scottish 
community to further communication be tween Scott ish Clans and Societies in order to he lp their 
fellow man. 

STELLA VASILOFF WYNESS 

........... , ........................... --... ~· 

Wigtown Burns Club 
Back row: W. Service, J. Gardiner, Hon. President A. Watson , S. McFadzean, I. McGowan, Vice 

President T. Murray, J. Coates, J. Nisbet. 
Front row: Hon. President J. McColm, T. Shaw, J. Glenny, President J. Mcintyre, C. Sandground, 

I. Henderson, T. Crawley. 
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730. Wigtown Burns Club. A standing ova tion gree ted Jack G le nn y of Greenock when he raised 
his glass to the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns at the e.nd of o ne of the finest orat ions heard 
in Wigtown for many yea rs. 

On 20 January 1989 , some 83 members gathered in the County Buildings, Wigtown a nd enjoyed 
a beautiful meal from Country Caterers , Galston , before new President John Mcintyre introduced 
the Greenock Gauger , Jack Glenny. Thereafter. toasts to the G uests, from Ian He nderson , manager 
at the loca l Bladnoch Distill ery . to Town , Trade and Agriculture from former journalist Clive 
Sandground and to the Lassies fro m loca l farmer and raconteur Stewart McFadzean were greeted 
with great acc laim. Replies were given by me mbers Shaw, McGown and Vice-President Murray. A 
truly me morable evening to be remembered. 

A successful St. Andrew's Night was held in November. Some 40 me mbe rs a nd their wives 
enjoyed a conce rt party from Murray lrvine's group of Drummore. Thereafter. a toast to " Auld 
Scotia" from loca l schoolteacher Iain Main preceded a night 's Scottish Dancing. 

Committee members ad jud icated at 3 local schools Burns recitatio n competitio ns in January, as 
well as enterta ining at various W.R. I. functi o ns during the month. 

It is hoped to have another club o uting some time in August. 
JAN M. THI N 

748. The Ouplaymuir Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held o n 20th January 1989 in 
Uplawmoore Hote l. The President Dunca n McKenlay was in the chair and an ex tre me ly good 
Immortal Memory was given by John Inglis Esq., Hon. Secretary of the Burns Federation . A tota l 
of 72 members and guests attended the supper. 

The Club once aga in spo nsored the Uplawmoor Primary School Burns Competitio n as well as 
the Eric McQueen Memorial Prize Compet ition. 

JOHN W. WRIGHT 

Photograph shows the President , Mrs. K. L. Leggea11 with the Mayor of Wakefield, Mr. Leggeall 
with rhe Mayoress about to be piped in by our piper Mr. Maurice Smarr, MBE. 
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763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. The annual Burns Supper was held on Tuesday, 24th 
January. 1989, in Painthorpe House Country Club, Wakefield. The guests were welcomed by Mrs. 
Joyce Leggeatt, President, and the main speaker was Mr. Jimmie Davie, Honorary President of the 
Burns Federation. Mrs. Betty Hargreaves proposed the Toast "The Toon We Bide Jn" and the 
Mayor of Wakefield replied. Mr. George Macdougall from Glasgow proposed the Toast to the 
Lassies in a very amusing way and Mrs. Jean Campbell, wife of Junior Vice President replied. The 
evening concluded with dancing to "Sounds Scottish " a local duo to conclude a very successful 
evening. 

During the year we have had a chance for St Andrew's Day, a party dance at Christmas. We also 
acted as hosts to the Yorkshire District Inter-Society Quiz. The winners were Sheffield Caledonian 
Society and they will go on to the finals in June. In all we have had a successful year, and look 
forward to the conference in York in September. 

BETTY YOUNG 

768. Auchterderran Jolly Beggars. Our Burns Supper was held in No. I Goth Bowhill on 
Saturday 21st January. Items on the programme - Address to the Haggis - John Fleming, Tam o' 
Shanter - Alex Holmes, Death and Doctor Hornbook - Ron Fleming, Holy Willie's Prayer - Jim 
Tarbet and a very sincere Immortal Memory to the Bard. Tom Balfour, members and friends 
participated in the programme and a very enjoyable evening was had by all. 

Social and Dance 23rd April. Annual General Meeting 19th March. Annual Drive 27th August. 
Halloween Supper 29th october, Poem "Halloween" was given by Duncan McLean. Our Christmas 
Social and Dance was on Saturday 24th of December and our monthly meetings are on the third 
Saturday of every month from September till April. 

Al.EX HOLMES 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. Cronie Vice President I. Moffat ably chaired the 35th Annual Supper 
in the St. Nicholas Hotel, Prestwick, on 25th January 1989. President, Cronie Alex Fraser, by 
tradition, proposing the toast to the 'Immortal Memory', spoke of Burns the Patriot and Writer of 
Prose. 

Other Toasts: Cronies W. Lyle, Proposer of the Immortal Memory, F. Young, Prestwick Burns 
Club, M. Thompson, Scotia, A. Wallace, The Lassies, G. Cumming, Chairman/Artistes. 

Songs from Cronies: A. Beck, C. Willimson and recitations from W. Baines and W. McConnell 
and the Haggis Addressed by W. Main (Piper Peter Andersori) with accompanists T. Morrison and 
G. Stewart, completed the evenings entertainment. 

In June, the summer outing was to the 'Auld Clay Biggin', followed by an excellent meal and 
evening in the Market Inn, Ayr. 

The Bowling Match in June, against Prestwick Cricket Club finished with the traditional evenings 
entertainment. 

Cronic President A. Fraser presided over an excellent St. Andrew's Night Dinner/Dance on 26th 
November 1988 in the St. Nicholas Hotel. 

THOMAS HUNTER CURRIE 

773. Cumnock Cronies Burns Club. The Cumnock Cronies Burns Club celebrated the Bard's 
birthday on Saturday 4th February, in the Dumfries Arms Hotel, Cumnock. 

It was the first time for several years the club held the supper there, thanks to the new owners 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Blair, and their newly refurbished function hall. The night got off with a minute's 
silence for fellow Cronie Mr. Danny Murray. After the enthusiastic welcome from Chairman A. 
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Rutherford. Grace was said by G. Skillen. The Haggis was piped in by C. McFarlene, and ably 
addressed by the club's old friend Bob Lawerence, with Josie Donis toasting the Queen. The club 
was very lucky to have Mr. Allan Stoddart, propose the Immortal Memory. As many clubs know, 
Allan is one of the best known Burnsians around, and his proposal was second to none. The 
company was treated to several songs from a newcomer to the club Mr. Jim Gilliland. Mr. Arnold 
o' Hara with witty humour toasted The Lassies. We also had a visit from 'Tam o' Shanter' and 'Holy 
Willie' in the form of Mr. Willie Dunlop. Club Secretary Eric Love toasted the 'Drouthie Cronies' 
fittingly himself a frequent Drouthie Cronie. 

The Clubs Honorary President Mr. Robert McTurk gave the 'Vote of Thanks'. 
The evening closed with a gavel from Cronie Mr. John Graham. 
The company closed with 'The Star' and 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

ERIC LOVE 

777. Nuneaton and District Scottish Society. The Society held its annual Burns Supper on Friday, 
27th January 1989 at the King Edward VI College, Nuneaton when the President, Mr. Ray Ward, 
welcomed 120 guests including the Mayor and Mayoress of Nuneaton and Bedworth, Councillor 
and Mrs. Walkden. Members and guests sat down to a traditional bill of fare comprising Cockie 
Leckie Soup, the Haggis, Rack of Lamb, Creme Brulee and Cheeses. The haggis was addressed in 
exemplary fashion by Mr. Alec MacNaughton, having been piped in by Piper Bob Shakespeare. 
The Rev. I. R. M. Latto, B.A. from Cheshire proposed the Immortal Memory. The toast to the 
Lassies was entertainingly proposed by Mr. W. F. Jones, and ably responded to by Mrs. A. Sadler. 
During the evening Mrs. Dorothy Siers delighted those present with her singing of favourite Burns 
songs. 

The Society's other functions during 1989/89 included a President's Ceilidh to celebrate St. 
Andrew's Night, and Scottish Dances in the spring and autumn. Social Scottish country dancing 
takes place every Friday evening from September until May. Preparations are now being made for 
1989/90 when the 40th anniversary of the founding of the society will be celebrated. 

B. W. CROSBIE 

784. Kelso Burns Club. A Company of 111 gathered in the Dining Room of the Ednam House 
Hotel, Kelso, on Friday 27th January under the competent Chairmanship of Sandy Blair, the Burns 
Club President. 

After the usual sumptuous meal the Company heard a highly entertaining "Immortal Memory" 
given by Alistair Moffat, the author of the book "Kelsae". Alistair took as his theme "The Cotter's 
Saturday Night" and described Burns as a "Home & Hearth" poet, with a background of the 
agricultural community. Although Burns did some of his work in formal English, there is no doubt 
at all that he comes through at his greatest when writing in Scots. The speaker felt it is a great pity 
that more Scots literature was not taught o.t school nowadays. Alistair also brought in some amusing 
Rugby stories from his playing days with Kelso. 

The "Lassies" was proposed in a highly humorous and direct style by John Scott, who has a seeds 
supply business at Clintmains. 

The haggis was piped in by Tom Raeburn and well addressed by Oliver Wight who later gave his 
"Bits Frae Burns". Arthur Hastie was at his usual sparkling best with "Tam o' Shanter" and songs 
were performed by Drew Fairley, Robert Pratt and Alastair Brooks. Supporting poems were given 
by Tommy Hinnigan, John Smith, Bert Donaldson and Alastair Turnbull, whilst Alan Anderson 
kept the party going on the piano. 

ROBERT DONALDSON 
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Swindon and District Caledonian Society 
Pipe Major Jimmy McGinn, Holding the whisky Mr. Ian McKinlay . 

791. Swindon and District Caledonian Society. The 54th Burns Supper of the Swindon and 
District Caledonian Society was he ld at the Wiltshire Hote l, Swindon , on Friday 27th January, 1989. 
The President , Mrs . Barbara Bayne , and her husband Donald, welcomed 130 members and guests , 
together with guests of honour Councillo r and Mrs. James Cordon, the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Thamesdown. 

Mr. John Crawford proposed the toast to 'The Land we live in " in sincere but humorous style. 
Mr. Ian Lithgow gave a st irring address to the Haggis which was zestfu ll y piped in by Pipe Major 
Jimmy McGinn. Mr. James McDonald Egan gave a thought-provoking speech to the Immortal 
Memory . Mr. Jan McKinl ay proposed the toast to the Lassies in witty mood , and this drew a 
charming but well-matched response from Mrs. June Cassels Smith . 

After the dinne r and speeches the evening continued with some live ly dancing. 
Members and fri ends have enjoyed anothe r year o f interesting and varied activities . 1989 is the 

Sixtieth Anniversary of the Society , and we shall be commencing the special celebrat ions with a 
Diamond Jubilee Dinner on 22nd April at The Holiday Inn , Swindon . At this funct ion a new 
Presidential Cha in of Office will be presented by Mr. Robert Cameron in memory of his father 
George, who was a founder member of the Society. 

141 



803. Bowhill People's Burns Club. The club under their new president Mr. Norman Watters have 
had another successful and indeed busy year of intervisitations with other Burns Clubs. many 
Sheltered Housing Projects , Bowling Clubs and taking part in other Scottish social events. This 
year's Burns Supper, 5.30 p.m. - 00.25 a.m. was supported by no less than 58 items of verse and 
song (all by club members). The Immortal Memory by Mr. F. Todd Buskiehill B.C. was warmly 
appreciated by the full capacity audience. At the close of his talk Mr. Watters presented him with 
an inscribed pen on behalf of all the members. The club also supported well attended children's 
competitions and the 7th Annual Young Peoples Burns Supper which was an outstanding success 
both in quality and variety of the programme. The Committee are now preparing events for the 
club 's 50th Anniversary year in 1990. All visiting Burnsians to the area will be made most welcome 
just contact 05921720481. 

CHARLES KENNEDY 

808. Pontefract and District Caledonian Society. The Pontefract and District Caledonian Society 
held their 32nd Annual Burns Night Celebration Supper and Dance at the Wentbridge House Hotel 
on Friday, 27th January, 1989. The Society's President , Mrs. Jean Sutcliffe. welcomed over 100 
Members and Guests and the Top Table Guests were piped in by Pipe Major Anthony P. Kirby 
and Pipe-Sergeant Andrew McKay of the Society's own Pipe Band. 

The Haggis was traditionally piped in by Pipe-Major Anthony P. Kirby and addressed by Past 
President Mr. A. J. McHardy with his usual expertise. 

The Toast to the Immortal Memory was excellently given by Mr. Archie Jeffers. Vice President 
of the Yorkshire District of the Burns Federation and was both informative , entertaining and very 
well received. The T oast to the Lassies was humorously proposed in verse by Vice President Mr. 
T. L. Cumming and the reply most ably done by his wife , Sandra. 

Mr. Jim Gray, Past President of the Society. was Maister Chapper and after the Meal the evening 
continued with Dancing to Tartan Dancetim e and the Society 's own Pipe Band. 

We held a car rally in the summer which was a great success. Our St. Andrew's/Presidents Evening 
was well attended and a very happy evening. Our Sherry Morning in the summer was blessed with 
good weather and our Pipe Band gave a first class performance. We also held a few ceilidhs all very 
enjoyable and good for our fund raising. 

FRANK HIORNS 

Pontefract and District Caledonian Society celebrated their 32nd Annual Burns Supper. Pictured with 
members are President Mrs. Jean Sutcliffe and her husband Michael (fourth and fifth from the left) 
and Guest Speaker Mr. ArGhie Jeffers, Vice President of the Yorkshire District of the Burns Federation 

and his wife, Agnes, (third and fourth from the right). 
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809. Allanton Jolly Beggars. On 21st January, 1989, Mr. Eric Robertson cordially welcomed 120 
members and friends to our club's 32nd Annual Burns Supper. The Immortal Memory was proposed 
by Mrs. Ann Pickering J.P., Past President, paying a high tribute to the Bard. Mrs. Kay Blare very 
apply expressed everyones appreciation of the address when she proposed the toast "Our Speakers". 

The entire programme was carried through by members of the club. 
April, 1988 end of term Supper Dance. 
October, 1988 Inter-Club Night. Six locals were invited to join us in tea and harmony. 
November, 1988 Annual Supper Dance. 
It is with regret that we have to record by death the loss of two of our stalwart members Mr. 

Robert Dixon and Mr. Charles Dunbar. 
MRS. llELEN WADDEi.I. 

834. St. Andrews Society (Atrincham, Sale & District). The Burns Supper was held at the new 
venue of the Bowdon Hotel this year where the President Sheila Fraser greeted Members and their 
Guests. The Selkirk Grace was said by Don Fraser and the Haggis was addressed and despatched 
by Spears Gillespie with his usual aplomb. The toast to "The Immortal Memory" was given by John 
Robertson originally from Dunning, Perthshire, who introduced a few songs by the Bard into his 
speech which was voted by the Members as one of the best we have heard. Other speakers were 
Mr. George Booth, Mrs. Edith Booth, Mr. John McMahon and the Mayor of Trafford, Councillor 
George Marland whose response to the toast "Our Guests" was very witty. 

Unfortunately the numbers were somewhat depleted this year but the celebration was one of the 
most enjoyable the Society has had. 

St. Andrew's Night was the first Dinner/Dance of the season and the introduction of the 
Legionnaires Dance Band. After a very good meal dancing followed until midnight. A most 
enjoyable evening was the opinion of all the members. Other events were a Barge trip on the 
Bridgewater Canal and a Cheese and Wine Evening at the home of the President and her husband. 
Both these events were a resounding success and in the opinion of the membership well worth 
repeating. The last event of the Season was the President's Evening Dinner/Dance voted the g~eatest 
success of the year despite the falling membership. During the course of the celebrations President 
Sheila Fraser was presented with a momento of her year in office. Secretary Ted Crowther, who 
was taken ill on St. Andrew's Night thanked the President on a very fine job well done on taking 
on the position of Secretary as well as her own. Music for dancing was provided by the Legionnaires 
Dance Band who had everyone on their feet. An added treat was the very fine singing of Gwenn 
Prescott beautifully accompanied by Miss Kathleen Hesford at the piano. A raffle which raised £68 
towards the charity of the President's choice would be going to the Diabetic Society. 

II. E. CROWTHER 

845. Tam o' Shanter Burns Club. Our 30th Annual Supper was held in the Club on Thursday 
26th January, Chairman for the evening was Mr. George Mudie, Club President, and also an 
Honorary President of the Burns Federation. "The Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Alex 
McDowall, Past President of the Coventry & District Calcdonian Society. The Lord Mayor of 
Coventry Councillor Arthur Waugh Jnr., replied to the toast to the City of our Adoption. A large 
turnout of Jolly Beggars and guests attended their 18th Annual Supper on Thursday 9th February 
when Mr. John Burr from Tamwarth proposed "The Immortal Memory". 

The President of the Burns Federation, Mrs. Anne Gaw, attended the Jean Armour Ladies 
section's supper on Monday 20th February when she was entertained by a nicely balanced, 
programme. 

We had full houses for our St. Andrew's Night and New Year's Night concert and dance. The 
West Midlands Federation ran a very successful Ceilidh in the club on Thursday 6th April. 

We have now had our own Club premises for 25 years and to mark the occasion a full week of 
entertainment and events were laid on for the members. 

JAMES MCCAW 
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864. Burnie Burns Club. The Annual Supper held this year on 25th January took a slightly 
different format being held in a local restaurant. All the traditional toasts were observed and the 
meal thoroughly enjoyed. Two courses very worthy of mention for excellence being the Scotch Broth 
and the Haggis, culinary items upon which Scots can pass judgement with authority. Later in the 
evening the chef joined us and proved to be quite a man of parts. The evening was rounded off in 
rousing fashion with Scottish choruses much to the delight of other guests. 

The Club's Anniversary Dinner was held in November and was much enjoyed, the Ladies as. usual 
handling the Toast List. 

Meetings have been regularly each month throughout the year and all aspects of the Bard's life, 
poems, songs and correspondence were examined and discussed in detail. We intend to continue 
this format during this year and have already enjoyed an evening with the Jolly Beggars. Here in 
the far away Southern Hemisphere we are keeping the Burns Standard flying. 

F. D. J. TAYLOR 

874. Melbourne Masonic Burns Club. Our Burns Supper was once again held in the Masonic 
Club Melbourne on Wednesday 25th January, 1989 being duly piped in and escorted by Sword 
bearers David Polak Dep Chieftain and Robert Dewar, was our Chieftain Andy Cromb and official 
guests much to the delight of the assembled company. 

Jim Watson recited the Selkirk Grace and the Loyal toast was given by Chieftain Andy Cromb. 
The assembled guests were then entertained by our Immediate past Chieftain Bob Yeates who has 
the wondrous gift of being a multi-musician, but on this occasion rendered items of harmony on the 
electronic accordion and we are most fortunate to have such a fine musician to entertain us in our 
Wee Club. 

The Address to the Haggis was given with great gusto by our Chieftain Andy Cromb. The 
Immortal Memory was presented by Past Chieftain Wm. Burns Peat after which the toast to our 
"Rabbie" was received with much acclamation. The Toast to the Lasses was proposed by Jim 
Watson and the response was in the capable hands of Jill Burns Peat, after which we were treated 
to some fine sangs frae Harne by Peter Chapple from the Highlander Restaurant. The toast to our 
'Guests' was in the hands of our Dep. Chieftain David Polak, and the response by the President of 
the Masonic Club. Frank Dear. after singing sangs frae hame. A wonderful evening was brought to 
a close wi 'Auld Lang Sync'! 

IAN HAWKINS 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonian Club. The Immortal Memory by Mrs. Gwen Grant, B.A. 
Cert. E.D., was appreciated by a large gathering including Councillor Emma Bloomer, Chairman 
of the District Council aod husband who were all welcomed by President Mrs. Marlene Boyd and 
Mr. Alex Boyd. 

Burns songs were beautifully rendered by Tom Mcfarlane of Retford Caledonian Society and 
their President Angus McLarty responded on behalf of "The Visitors". 

Past President Ian MacLeod toasted "The Toon We Bide In" and brought a favourable response 
from Councillor Bloomer. Toasting "The Lasses", Alex Boyd met his match in Mrs. Audrey Payne, 
B.D.S. who had all the answers. The Caleys Scottish Dance Band finished off the evening with 
traditional and modern dances, Hon. Piper Ron Dunne assisting in both Dinner and Dance Sections. 

President's Reception for new President Mrs. Joyce Young in April. St. Andrew's Day Dance in 
November 1988, had the Seaforth Highlanders Association Pipe Band in attendance along with our 
own Scottish Dance Band, and singers Jack Johnstone and Alex Boyd. 

"The Toast of Scotland" group entertained at one of our Ceilidhs. Our own entertainers looked 
after the other Club Ceilidh. 

T. H. ENGLISH 
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895. Westerton Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Eagleton Hotel, Bridge of Allan 
on lOth February, 1989. T. Heggie welcomed members and guests and opened the proceedings with 
the Selkirk Grace. The haggis was piped in by Pipe Major G. Ponton and carried by A. Ironside. 
The Address to the Haggis was given by J. Neill, Club Secretary. "The Immortal Memory" was 
given by R. McKean who had researched his subject well and gave a splendid deliverance. The Toast 
to "The Lassies" was given by A. Easton. J. Robertson and W. Davidson gave several recitations 
during the evening and I. Robertson entertained the company with fiddle selections. The evening 
closed with a vote of thanks by G. McArthur to Chairman and Artistes. 

JOHN NEILL 

902. Falkirk New Market. The Annual Supper was held in the Ship Inn, Grangemouth on 
Monday 23rd January 1989 with Club Chairman Tom B. Myles presiding. Piper Alistair Mochrie 
led in the Great Chieftain borne aloft by mine host Walter Stewart. The address was given with 
gusto by Jim S. Kimm. After an excellent meal the Immortal Memory was given by Hon. Life 
President Willie Muirhead who showed all the old magic of a seasoned and skilled orator. Well was 
he worthy of the standing ovation he received. Tom B. Myles gave the toast to the lasses which also 
received an ovation. Singers Matt Douglas and David Boyle were in excellent form as they brought 
to life the lovely songs of the Bard and were ably accompanied by accordionist Alan Tasker. Tom 
Russell gave a warm vote of thanks which included a special mention of club secretary Alex Corbett 
for all his hard work. 

ALEX CORBETT 

901. A' The Airts Hurns Club Stonehouse. The Annual Supper was held on Friday 3rd February 
1989. This was attended by over 100 people and included visitors from England attending their first 
ever Burns Supper. They voted this a great evening and one, Barry Ede, endeavoured to convince 
the company in verse that Rabbie Burns was really a Lancastrian. The Club was honoured to have 
the Provost of Hamilton, Richard Gibb, a noted Burnsian, give the Immortal Memory. 

As is their usual practice, the club provided Burns suppers for various local organisations notable 
among these being the Strathaven Senior Citizens and the Canderavon Homes. 

EDWARD MACGREGOR 

916. Hole i' the Wa' Burns Club, The Annual Supper was held on 25th January, 1989. From the 
welcome by President Willie Turner to the final strains of Auld Lang Syne a capacity audience were 
treated to a veritable feast - food and drink, wise words, songs, poetry and music, all of the very 
highest standard. Stanley Hart in his magnificent Immortal Memory set a very high standard for 
those who followed to aim at. They did not fail - Tom Train (The Lassies), George Stevenson (Our 
Guests), Bill Moonie (Hole i' the Wa) and Max Houliston (Reply) all responded with inspired toasts. 
Other entertainment matched the excellent standard set by the speaker. Joyce Linton and Sam Black 
(Burns Songs), Adam King (Piper), Max Houliston (Accordion), Bill McNab (Fiddle). Edith 
Murchie (Accompanist), Mary Parker (Tam o' Shanter) and Stanley Hart (Holy Willie's Prayer) all 
excelled themselves, to the delight of the company. Roger Garnett proposed a comprehensive vote 
of thanks at the end of an "outstanding" evening. 

On Wednesday 23rd November club members and friends were treated to an excellent evening's 
entertainment at our St. Andrew's Night function. Rev. John Pagan was the speaker and greatly 
extended our knowledge of that son of Galloway - John Paul Jones, also recalling some of his own 
experiences during his recent visit to Annapolis, U.S.A. Anne Moffat's Concert Party provided 
excellent.entertainment with music, song and dance of a very high calibre. 

NEIL MCKEAND 
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917. Scottish Presidents Association. The Annual Dinner was held in May 1988 too late to be 
reported that year. President Alvon Hirst and wife Freda were supported by the Vice Presidents. 
An excellent Dinner was provided by the hotel and the Val Warburton Trio played during the 
Dinner and later for Dancing. Vice President, Cathie Hess proposed "The Toast," the President 
and the Scottish Presidents Association. The President said he had enjoyed his year in office and 
though he was moving from Sheffield to Milton of Campsie, he would still retain his membership. 
The evening ended with the President thanking the members for their support and the Secretary 
Lew W. Reid for his excellent organisation. Many of the diners stayed overnight in the hotel, so 
breakfast was another social occasion. 

The Annual Luncheon, held in the Saracen's Head Hotel, Southwell, was well attended and 
greatly enjoyed. 

LEW W. REID 

918. Dover & East Kent Scottish Society. The President, Harry Hutchison, welcomed 160 
members and friends to the Annual Burns Supper and Dance at Dover Town Hall on 17th January, 
1989. The "Immortal Memory" was given by M. Bert Nelson who highlighted the literary giants in 
Europe at the time and dealt with "The Vision" that inspired Burns emphasising the heart he had, 
that others could not match. 

On taking office at the A.G.M. in April 1988, the President paid tribute to retiring President 
James Macfarlane and retiring Treasurer Jim Blaikie and thanked Dorothy Macfarlane for taking 
over as Treasurer while continuing as Secretary. Other events in a very successful year included a 
car run, a walk, a bowling match, meet the President buffet, St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Dance, 
family socials at Halloween, Hogmanay and Spring and a Burns Appreciation Evening. The weekly 
Scottish Country Dance class increased in popularity. 

MRS. DOROTHY MACFARLANE 

924. Dumfries & District Branch S.C.T.A. Burns Club. The 20th Annual Burns Supper was held 
at the Embassy Hotel, Newbridge, Dumfries, on Saturday 21st January, 1989 when 118 members, 
friends and guests sat down for a most enjoyable evening. Owing to illness, our principal speaker 
had to cry off at the last moment, and Club Secretary S. K. Douglas stepped into the breach to give 
a most comprehensive and illuminating Immortal Memory, dwelling principally upon the career and 
life of the Bard during his period as an Exciseman, a period not too often detailed at Burns Suppers 
- which gave a most valuable· insight into the everyday life of Robert Burns and was·educational to 
the younger members of the Club who are still learning of the life of our National Bard. Holy 
Willie's Prayer was well presented by Bill Dunbar, whilst David Thomson gave a most amusing 
Toast to the Lassies, wittily replied to by Mary Parker. Mr. and Mrs. McCulloch presented songs 
at the piano, William Williamson also sang, and Mr. McNab played the violin. The Haggis was 
piped in by Mr. W. Prentice, and Bill Dunbar gave a comprehensive evaluation to complete a most 
enjoyable, informative and pleasant evening. The Embassy has been re-booked for our 21st Supper 
next year, on Saturday 27th January, 1990. 

MR. S. K. DOUGLAS 

926. Rosamond Burns Club Gretna. Our Annual Supper was held in the Gretna Chase Hotel 
and the usual high standard of decor and presentation were maintained. Our principal guest was 
Mr. Jim Hawkins from Solway Burns Club, Annan and he delivered the "Immortal Memory" with 
feeling and pride. Our President Ruby Hardisty had the tables decorated with our national emblems 
and the whole scene was certainly one which gave a sense of national pride. Greetings were received 
from as far away as Canada, New Zealand and Australia. 

During the year we had a number of events arranged and these included - Recitation of Tam o' 
Shanter accompanied by a caricature slide show - a national quiz. Some of our younger talent gave 
us a concert for St. Andrew night. We had a New Year dinner party for 15 of our members and 
our year was roundeJ off by our President arranging for 4 of our knowledgeable Burnsians 
competing in a speaking contest. 

JOSEPH J. BROWN 
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929. Bathgate Jolly Beggars. Our Club held a very successful Burns Supper on Saturday, 2lst 
.January when the main guest was .Jim Sillars. M. P. 

St. Andrew's Night in November when our main speaker who gave the Toast to Scotland was 
Mrs. Dalyell. wife of Tarn Dalyell, M.P. 

We also ran a very successful poetry competition for senior pupils in West Lothian Schools. 
Wll.l.!EM HAMILTON 

930. The Wheatsheaf Burns Club. Falkirk's Wheatsheaf Burns Club No. 930 held their annual 
Burns Supper in the Masonic Hall. Carnelon, with Ken MacLeod, president, welcorning·a company 
of IOO in his role as chairman. 

The evening's principal toast to "The Immortal Memory" was proposed by Torn Myles, president 
of the Glasgow and District Burns Association - and the Falkirk-born speaker was given an 
enthusiastic reception for an outstanding oration. 

Larbert High School rector Mr. Eric Jamieson gave the toast to "The Lasses O" with Falkirk 
District Councillor John .Jenkinson replying. The toast "Our Guests" was given by Mr. Ian Jenkins. 
The Bard's songs were sung by Gordon Cook and Bob Wright and the classic poems expertly 
handled by Bill Graham. David Robertson was the piper, Jim Paton the accompanist - and the 
chairman and artistes were thanked by Torn Weir. A collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
Fund raised £!00. 

The Annual Club Outing to Mauchline was a great success despite the inclement weather. Our 
members visited all the places of interest and were very impressed with the welcome received from 
the Museum Staff. 

TOM WEIR 

931. Beith Caledonia Burns Club. This year our Anniversary Dinner was held in the Royal British 
Legion Irvine Branch Club, on Friday 27th January. Our principal speaker was Mr. J. L. Conn, 
who enthralled us with an excellent Immortal Memory. Alex Walker rendered an amusing "Tarn o 
Shanter" and "Holy Willie's Prayer." and Bill McPike's address to the haggis and toast to the Lasses 
were of his usual high standard. Pipe Major Willie Gillies was in attendance to start the proceedings. 
The toast to the Royal British Legion from Dick Lennox. Hugh McColl's Selkirk Grace and 
Chairman Hugh Morrison's, contribution, and songs from Andrew McEwan, Robin Wilson, and 
Harry McGorry ensured that we had a first class night. A milestone in our club's history was also 
celebrated, the occasion being a joint effort by two of Ayrshire's Burns Clubs. Jim Conn being 
Secretary of Barrrnill Jolly Beggar's Burn's Club No. 593 and myself Secretary of Beith Caledonia 
No. 931. Jim's father was also a past President and Secretary of our club. The Barrrnill Jolly Beggars 
meet in the Eglinton Hotel Beith on Monday nights while we meet in The Segton Inn Kilwinning 
on Wednesday nights. I enclose a picture of the Secretaries o(Barrrnill Jolly Beggars and Beith 
Caledonia. 

St. Andrew's Night November 1988. This night is always a highlight of our club's calendar at 
which a deep feeling of comradeship prevails. and at which absent cronies arc remembered, a night 
at which Robert Burns\ presence is sincerely felt. It was held at the Segton Inn Kilwinning. 
President Duncan Mitchell. Secretary Jack Robertson and Past President Ian Garrett proposed the 
relevant toasts. while Andy McEwan entertained the assembled cronies with appropriate songs. 

President 1989/1990 Richard Lennox 
Treasurer 1989/1990 .Jane G. Hannah 2..\ Stobb's Crescent Kilwinning 
Secretary 1989/1990 Jack G. D. Robertson 18 Cathcart St.. Ayr. KA7 IBJ. 

JACK G. D. ROBERTSON 
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936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in Wellwood , Irvine on Saturday 
28th January. a very lively audience enjoyed the evening which was chaired by President Betty 
Herbertson. Founder President of the Lasses and President of the Burns Federation Anne Gaw 
gave a thought provoking Immortal Me mory (lapsing into a Texas drawl occ~~ionally). 

The t(r)oasting of ·The Laddies· was in the capable hands of Jea n Bell who called on her 
experiences with three brothers and six sons to give a witty tribute to the lads. The re ply was ably 
given by David Smith who reminisced on his experiences with the Irvine Lasses over the yea rs. Tom 
Strachan was our reader while Sheila Carswe ll and Jamieson Greer provided the songs. The 
proceeds of the raffle were this year donated to the Lockerbie Disaster Fund. 

Our Schools Competition this year. which took the form of the children writing a newspaper 
report of an incident during Robert Burns time in Irvine , brought a good response. Mr. Peter 
Westwood judged the entries. 

J EAN BELL 

East Kilbride Bums Club. 

Top Table Guests 
Left to Right: Mr. Andrew Gordon, Mrs. Rebecca Macpherson, Mr. Ian A . Macpherson , Mrs. Isobel 
MacMillan, Mr. Michael Macmillan, Mrs. Charlotte Horspool, Mr. George Horspool (President), 

Mrs . Myra Allan, Mr. James McCormack , Mr. Bob Allan. 
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937. East Kilbride Burns Club. Another excellent Anniversary Dinner was held on Friday 20th 
January 1989 in the Stuart Hotel, East Kilbride when the Club's guests wined and dined in style. 

The Immortal Memory was given by Mr. James McCormack from Edinburgh, the Toast to the 
Lassies by Bob Allan and most ably replied to by Mrs. Isobel MacMillan. The haggis was piped in 
by Mr. Roddy Shanks and ably addressed by past President and Secretary Ian A. Macpherson. The 
night's ongauns were further enhanced by some magnificent fiddle playing by Miss Louise Jolly, 
readings by Mr. Andrew Gordon and the fine tenor voice of Mr. Duncan McKinnon. £200 was 
raised for the British Heart Foundation. 

IAN A. MACPHERSON 

944. The "Alamo" Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in "the Alamo" Lounge on 24th 
January, where old and new members met to celebrate the birth of our National Bard. 

Principal speaker was Mr. Tom Nixon - well known in the district for his humorous contributions 
to Burns suppers in "Toasts to," - or - Replies to 'The Lassies," but his "Immortal Memory" 
proved that he also had a great knowledge and understanding of the life and works of Burns. Mr. 
Hugh Hunter's rendering of "Tam o' Shanter," and "Holy Willies' Prayer" well merited the ovation 
which he received; whilst the "Toast tae the Lassies," by John Beattie, and "The Reply" from Willie 
Williamson, were of that high standard of humour which justifies the demand for these 'two cronies' 
to attend various Burns suppers every year. 

A selection of songs by Mr. Angus McCallum, and musical selection by Piper Neil Martin and 
Accordionist Bobbt Johnstone, all combined to create "Another Grand Nicht wi' Rabbie" at "the 
Alamo". 

JAMES FISHER 

945. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. Our President Mrs. Elizabeth Hannah with her 
husband Chieftan of Huddersfield St. Andrew's Mr. David Hannah welcomed the Mayor 
(Councillor John Holt) and The Mayoress of Kirklees, to Kirklees Scottish Highland Association 
Annual Burns Dinner with about 100 members and guests on Saturday 28th January at St. Patrick's 
Centre, Huddersfield. Our Piper Mr. Peter Whitwham piped in the Haggis where Mrs. Agnes Davie 
addressed the Haggis in true Burnsian style. The Immortal Memory was given by our Vice President 
Mr. David Medlen deputising for our Hon. Life President also of the Federation Mr. Jimmy Davie 
who was unfortunately taken ill and missed his first Burns Dinner since the formation of the 
Association in 1974. The toast to the Lasses was given by Mr. Tom McNairn who travelled down 
from Saltcoats, Ayrshire. The evening included a dancing display by Lynn Stead and concluded with 
the usual dancing. 

MRS. ELSIE MEDLEN 

946. Calgary Burns Club. A record crowd gathered on 25th January to hear the Immortal 
Memory delivered by Jack Glennie, of the Greenock Club in Scotland. President Jim Currie made 
everyone welcome, patron's greetings by Grant McEwan, other taking part in the entertainment. 
Robert Wilson, T. Ramage, R. Ferrier, D. Spence, A. Ross, R. Moffat, G. Marshall, J. Currie, 
Fiddler Dean Marshall, John Goldie. Tom Miller. Clan McBain Pipe Band, J. Whitelock, Gerry 
Wood and Woodridge Lincoln Mercury. 

We have had another successful season - ladies night, barbecues, monthly meetings and of course 
our sojourn to Hamilton Ontario for the 1988 conference. President J. Currie, G. Underwood, 
Secretary Andy Hay attending. It was just great. 

ANDY HAY 
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Kirklees Highland Association "Top Table" 
Left to Right: Doug Fraser (Chairman), Jim1ny Da1•ie. Bill Brmrn (/ .1fe President). Jack Adamson 
(Chairman Corby District Council), Ron Finch (Sales Manager W111. Younger Brewers). Harry 

McGuffog (Secretary Yorkshire Federation Bums Clubs). 

950. Drummoyne & District Scottish Society and Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was he ld 
in the Gladesville Presbyterian C hurch hall. on Monday. I 6th January 1989. where our President. 
Mr. Colin Wilson welcomed 180 members and friends. As well as our Official Guests from the Burns 
Club of Australia. Campsie Scott ish Society, Orkney and Shet land, and Warringah Societies. it was 
pleasing to have 2 of our Foundation Me mbers present. namely Mrs. Gault and Miss Farquhar. Mr. 
Duncan Macdermid piped in the Haggis. which was carried by Mr . Don Wilson. The Address to 

the Haggis was a lso delivered by Mr. Macdermid. Grace was said by Mr. Adam Stcnhouse. prior 
to a delicious meal. The Immorta l Memory was in the capable hands of Mr . John Nicholl. Dianne 
Stanford and Jim Thomson entertained us with some lovely Scottish songs. and when the evening 
ca me to a close. an enjoyable night was had by all. 

MRS . S. Wll.SON 
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952. Guildford Burns Club. The inaugural Burns Supper of the Guildford Burns Club was held 
in the Refectory at Guildford Cathedral on 27th January 1989. 116 members and guests attended. 
The toast to the Immortal Memory was eloquently proposed by John Inglis, Secretary of the Burns 
Federation. The Haggis was piped in by Grant Angus and addressed by Chris Parker. Jimmie 
Lindsay proposed the toast the the Lasses and Tina Boxall gave a spirited reply. Denis O'Donaghue 
led the company in 'There was a Lad' and Ron Dick gave a sympathetic rendering of 'To a Mouse'. 
The President of the Club, Bill Thomson, was in the Chair. 

ROBERT D. RAWSON 

961. Larkhall Burns Club. Held in Ferniegair Hall - company of 85. President Alistair Blair in 
the Chair. Selkirk Grace Elizabeth Kane, Haggis Address Mollie Rennie, Piper John Barclay, 
Haggis borne by Betty Williamson, National Spirit by Margaret Welsh, Loyal Toast - Chairman 
Immortal Memory I. P. P. William Mcintosh, Lasses Toast Sandy Blair, Response Kay· Blair, Toast 
to Visiting Friends Andrew Paul, Response Eric Robertson (then President Allanton Jolly Beggars), 
Vote of Thanks to Artistes Andy Taylor. 

Readings Jenny Auld and Bill Scott. 
Songs Ann Pickering and Hzel Blair. 
Accompanist Isobel Robertson. 
Burns Quiz Night November 1988, 4 teams - winners, Alamo (Paisley), 2 Griffin (Gartoosh), 3 

Larkhall, 4 Allanton Jolly Beggars. 
St. Andrew's Evening - Supper Dance. 
Schools' Competition - 7 Primaries (150 competitors) Anne Gaw presented trophies and 

medallions. Held in Hareleeshill Primary School. 
Visits to a home for the elderly and a sheltered complex, both local. Entertainment provided by 

club members. 
Prospective summer outing to Scottish borders, Abbotsford House, The Hirsel and Hawick Burns 

Club. 
ANDREW K. S. TAYLOR 

973. Salsburgh Miners Burns Club. The Annual Supper of Salsburgh Miners Burns Club was 
held on Friday January 20th. President Mr. J. Leckie welcomed guests orator Mr. Bob Cleland, 
songs Miss Ann Pickering, reading Mr. John Reid. The Haggis was address,~d by Miss Valerie 
McCulloch. Toast to the Lassies was dutifully given by Mr. George Stephen, and the reply was 
given by Mrs. Margaret MacDonald. Music for the dance to follow was supplied by the Harvest 
band and everyone had a most enjoyable evening. 

Club No. 973 held a bowling tournament at the beginning of November 1988 in Salsburgh Miners 
Welfare Social club. Unfortunately not. many other Burns Clubs could attend but the Clubs that did 
had a most enjoyable day. The Secretary Mrs. Margaret MacDonald laid on tea for those who 
wished it. Salsburgh Burns Club won at the end of the day and once again the Secretary of Salsburgh 
Burns Club No. 973 was called upon to do the honours and present the winning team with a beautiful 
rose bowl. We hope to run this event annualy and hope for more clubs to take part this year .. 

MARGARET MACDONALD 

987. The Scots Society of St. Andrew, Hull. The the University of Hull, on 20th January, 1989. 
The Selkirk Grace said by The Rev. M. H. Vernon. Toast were proposed as.follows: 

Her Majesty the Queen - The president, John King. 
The Immortal Memory - Wilson Ogilvie. 
The Lassies - David Graves. 
Reply to the Lassies - Dorothy Graves. 
Entertainment was provided by Angela Mansfield, soprano. accompanied by Anne Grant, piano. 

Music for dancing was provided by the Gordon Bell Trio. 
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1988 
19th October - "Hull City Records Office", G. W. Oxley. 
16th November - "Holderness & the Humber" Dr. J .. Pethick. 
l 9th November - Charity Coffee Morning. 
26th November - St. Andrews Dinner & Dance. 
4th December - Church Service, St. John's, Newland. 
14th December - Ceilidh. 
31st December - Hogmanay Party. 
1989 
1 lth January - Willerby Film Unit. 
15th February - "Jordan" Dr. A. G. Fraser. 
15th March - Impromptu Panel - Current Affairs. 
19th April - Valerie Billam, soprano, accompanied by Anne Grant. 
17th May - A.G.M. 

MRS. D. GRAVES 

992. Marchbank Burns Club. On Friday 3rd February 1989 at the Marchbank Hotel, Salerno, 
in weather not dissimilar from that on the night Tam o' Shanter made his famous ride, 45 members 
and guests sat down to table for the Club's Annual Supper, the President, Arthur Lucas, in the chair. 

The Haggis was piped in hy Alan Shields and most ably addressed by Alex Hood \\'.ho got the 
evening off to a f1 uent and stirring start. 

After a truly excellent meal the Chairman gave a brief address to the memory of the Club's former 
Secretary, Alan Forrest, who died in January, and members stood in respect for a minute's silence. 

The Immortal Memory was proposed by Ken Falconer whose erudite speech reminded members 
just how much the Nation is in debt to Burns, not only for the songs which he himself wrote but 
particularly for those which he collected throughout'his life thus saving them from oblivion. In his 
concluding remarks, "What is a world without music? What is music without the songs of Burns?", 
Ken Falconer demonstrated the Bard's legacy to the world. The company were moved to give a 
resounding reception to the principal speech of the evening which was followed by the Piper, Alan 
Shields, playing a lament in the hotel grounds which hung hauntingly in the wind. 

In his reply, giving thanks to Ken Falconer, Jim Tait complimented the speaker on his excellent, 
original, interesting and entertaining address which contained apt quotations and was intermingled 
with suitable humour. 

John Ross, from Nigg, Ross-shire, entertained the company with a recitation of "Tae A Louse" 
with such a splendid manner of presentation and such feeling that listeners believed they could have 
stretched out and removed the offending creature from the lady's bonnet! 

Jim Johnstone was then called upon to give his rendering of Tam O'Shanter; this he did with skill, 
confidence and a true sense of drama, the equal of which must rarely have been seen - he appeared 
to truly relive the whole experience and successively amuse, terrify and render humble his wholly 
captivated audience who greeted the conclusion with a standing ovation. 

Jock Noble was invited to give the toast "Tae the Lassies" which he did with rumbustious humour 
which was greatly appreciated by the company for whom elm trees, coconuts and elastic now have 
a place previously unappreciated in their memory of Burns. 

In what has now become a tradition of the evening, Jim Tait gave his Bard's Oration in reciting 
his poem, written in a winter unfairly weighted with death and disaster just after he had heard the 
early reports of the Lockerbie air crash; the poem is a moving and evocative tale which is fully in 
keeping with the style of Burns and left the company in pensive mood, reflecting upon life's apparent 
iniquity. 

Jackie McCaig gave the Reply to the Lassies and thanked Jock Noble for his spendid speech. 
The toast to the Club and Absent Friends was proposed by R. Ronaldson, a senior member of 

the Club, and Ron Hardy gave thanks to the Artists and Chairman. Alex Clazy thanked the landlord 
and his staff for their splendid hospitality. 
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Two founder members of the Marchbanks Burns Club, Jack McCaig (left) and Willie Ramsay 
(Centre) assisted by Jimmy Johnstone give a rousing rendition of 'Willie brew'd a peck o maw' at the 

Club's annual supper. 

During the evening Bill Grieve played several tunes on his accordion , there were songs from Rab 
Sutherland , Danny Manson , John Fraser, Jim Hood and Alex Clazy and recitations from Willie 
Shanks, Alex Hood and Jackie McCaig , a rousing rendition of Willie Brew'd a Peck O ' Maut from 
Jim Johnstone, Jackie McCaig and Bill Ramsay. A philosophical and thought provocing presentation 
of Twa Dogs by Jim .Johnstone and Alex Hood and a dramatic presentation of Holy Willie's Prayer 
by Bill Ramsay who was suitably garbed and bore a guttering candle. The evening concuded with 
the singing of Auld Lang Syne after which the company was piped from the diningroom to relax in 
the bar. 

A. H. MCVITI E 

996. Lodge St. Andrew Kilmarnock. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in Masonic Hall 
Kilmarnock on Friday 27th January 1989, under the Chairmanship of James Paton. The Haggis was 
piped in by David Moir and carried aloft by Jan Baird and addressed with great vigour. The Selkirk 
Grace was said by Sandy Phillips. After an excellent meal the company heard and outstanding 
"Immortal Memory" delivered with eloquence and style by Club member Jackie Farrell. The toast 
to "The Lasses" was proposed by Robert Brown in verse and very witty it was. Mrs . Isobel Gordon 
suitably replied. "Willie Fisher" was brought to life by Jan Ghee with his very fine rendering of 
"Holy Willie's Prayer". Pauline Hamilton thrilled the company with her fine voice when singing 
the beautiful songs of Burns. A comprehensive vote of thanks was given by John Cumisky after 
which the tables were cleared and we danced the night away into the wee sma · hours of the morning. 
The night was voted a huge success by all and was brought to a close by the company singing "Auld 
Lang Syne". 

R. GHEE 
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1007. Burns Committee of Rhode Island. 350 Burnsians from Rhode Island, neighbouring 
Mssachusetts and Connecticut, and as far away as New Jersey, gathered at the Johnson & Wales 
Inn in Scekonk, Mass. to celebrate the 26th Annual Burns Supper and Dance held by the Burns 
Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island. 

The crowd of happy Burnsians was welcomed by Chairman John Maclean, who in turn 
introduced Past Chief of Clan Cameron No. 7 OSC, Alexander Malcolm, as Master of Ceremonies. 
Toasts to President Bush, H.M. Queen Elizabeth and the Immortal Memory by Chief of Clan 
Cameron Richmond Cargill, President of the St. Andrew's Society William Lang, and President of 
the Daughters of Argyle Mary Stockwell, opened the festivities. Grace was asked by Isabelle 
Frcgcolle, Chaplain of the Daughters of Argyle. 

A nice plump haggis was ushered in tae the skirl o' the pipes and addressed by James MacQuarrie 
of the Norwood Scottish Club who "cut it up wi ready slight." 

A contingent of the Rhode Island Highlanders Pipe Band, along with Highland Dancers Marie 
Gonder, Debbie Kane, Phyllis MacGregor and Alice Monsolillo, entertained the assembly after 
dinner. A guest vocalist from the Norwood Scottish Club, Ann McCall, favoured us with a selection 
of Burns songs. An evening of Ballroom and Scottish Country Dancing to Dave McPherson's 
Orchestra, featuring Mina McPherson vocalist, closed out a very full and joyful occasion. All joined 
in a rousing singing of Auld Lang Sync as the clock struck twelve. 

The Burns Committee actively supported the R. I. St. Andrew's Dinner held in November. 
Members of the committee also travelled to New Hampshire to the Highland Games in September, 
and to Brockton, Mass. to the Tam o' Shanter Games held there in August. The Norwood Scottish 
Club was given R. I. support on their Burns Night and also at their Shamrock and Thistle Dance. 

ELIZABETH S. MACLEAN 

1010. H. W. Burns Club Belfast. House full notices were again posted, as 150 members, wives 
and friends of H. W. Burns Club held their Annual Burns Supper in their club rooms Magdala Hall 
on Friday 20th January. Stirring tunes of Scotland by Piper Bob Brannigan greeted arriving guests, 
and in his opening remarks chairman Jack Jamison welcomed old and new members. The Grace 
was given by Mrs. Edna Heron and the Haggis traditionally piped in and addressed. The toast the 
Lassies was ably given by John Reid and in her reply Mrs. Ida Lowans quoted liberally from Burns 
including his "Rights of Woman''. For his Immortal Memory toast Jim Heron spoke of Burns as 
the social conscience of a nation. The company were led in rousing chorus by the Magill Bros. and 
danced to the wee small hours to the group "Cream of the Barley." During the evening gifts of 
potted Scottish white heather were distributed to the Lassies. 

54 Members visited Ayr for four days at Easter, and Blackpool in September and alsu a September 
outing to Co. Antrim, Christmas Party, Hogmanay Night Party and all meetings well attended. £355 
was given to local charities. 

JAMES HERON 

1011. Haddington Golf Club. The l Sth Annual Supper was held on Friday 20th January at 
Haddington Golf Club before 91 enthusiasts. Under the expert chairmanship of Ian Gibson, the 
evening got under way with John Conway, from Fife addressing the Haggis. John was later in fine 
form with Holy Willie's Prayer and Tam o' Shanter. The Immortal Memory was rendered by golf 
club member Ken Adams, with great vitality and understanding. This was listened to avidly by the 
company. 

An amusing and pawky toast to Haddington Golf Club, was proposed by Roland Stevenson of 
Haddington Rugby Club. John Donahy, took the opportunity, to give his very imaginative sense of 
humour, free rein, in his toast to the lassies, suitably replied to by Stewardess Mrs. Marshall. Mr. 
Marshall replied to Mine Host and Artistes proposed by the Chairman. Piper D. Murray, 
accordionist J. Wilson, fiddler R. Anderson and bass singer W. Paul provided excellent 
entertainment. 

T. SHAW 
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1013. Balmullo Burns Club. The Burns Club held their Annual Burns Supper at the Balmullo 
Inn on Saturday 21st January 1989 with 65 members and guests attending. Chairman Jim Cameron 
welcomed the company. The Selkirk Grace was said by Treasurer Pat Melville. The "Chieftain" 
was piped in by Piper Bill Duff and carried by "Poosic Nansie" Mary Campbell. The "Address to 
the Haggis" was given by Bill Gibson then followed the traditional meal of cock-a-lcckie soup. 
haggis. neeps and !attics, coffee and a "wee dram" all beautifully served by Mr. & Mrs. Cookston 
and willing staff. 

The "Immortal Memory"" was proposed by Rev. W. Adam. Toast to the Lassies by David Wilson 
and reply by Helen Mackay. Recitations including Tam o' Shantcr by Charlie Todd. Dancing 
followed with music by Bobby Crowe who also accompanied tenor Jack Smith sing a selection of 
Burns songs. Piper Duff played a selection on the bagpipes before the evening closed with "Auld 
Lang Sync," thus bringing to an enjoyable end the 9th Annual Burns Supper. 

During the year the club held an Old-Time Dance and two Scottish Music Nights featuring Bobby 
Crowe (Accordion), Frazer McGlynn Trio and the James Lindsay Trio plus the St. Andrew's Night 
Dance held on 3rd December 1988. 

ROBERT M. MUNN 

1018. East Antrim Burns Association. The East Antrim Burns Association held their annual 
Burns Night celebration on 25th January 1989. 

Despite extra seating being provided at the Highways Hotel, the event attracted a full house of 
those wanting to toast the Bard. 

The popularity of the Burns Night grows year by year, and once again members and friends 
enjoyed a superb meal followed by a first class programme of poetry, music and song. 

Guests were formally welcomed by President, Tom Peoples. and the "Selkirk Grace", spoken by 
Ernie Logan, heralded the start of the meal. Soon the haggis was in its triumphant way, ushered in 
by piper Nat Beattie and addressed in inspired style by retired Larnc veterinary surgeon Donald 
Shaw. 

This year"s toast had a distinctly medical flavour. The principal toast. "the Immortal Memory" 
was proposed in fine style by Ballynurc vet Bertie Gibson and the tribute to the lassies came from 
Moyle Hospital consultant surgeon. Jim Kinley. 

In a masterly "Memory", Mr. Gibson discussed the poet's astounding world-wide popularity and 
his unique ability to cross social. cultural and racial barriers. 

The musical part of the evening was in the capable hands of Robert Beggs. his daughter Hazel 
and veteran Larne fiddler Dan Hewitt. The two fiddlers were accompanied by Hazel on her guitar 
and soon had feet tapping with lively arrangement of Scottish airs. Hazel also sang solo and led the 
company in community singing. 

Pat Sharpe, a well-known voice in Lame. made her first appearance at a Burns Supper and 
captivated her audience completely with beautiful renderings of some of Burns's best known songs, 
ensuring that her visit would be the first of many. Pat was accompanied on the piano by Pauline 
Niblock. 

Expressing thanks to all concerned at the close of the evening, Mr. Tom Peoples issued an 
invitation to all poetry lovers to the next meeting of the Association. SAM CROSS 

1035. Kansas City St. Andrew Society. The Annual Supper was held on 28th January, 1989. led 
by President. Charles Goslin, FSA. Over three hundred members and guests were piped in, behind 
the Parade of Tartans. by the St. Andrew Pipe Band. After the Selkirk Grace. and toasts to Her 
Majesty the Queen, and the President of the United States, the assembly settled down to the Toast 
to the Haggis. and a fine Scottish feast o · whangs o' Hie land Angus beef and roast it !attics. The 
Immortal Memory was given by past president. Gerald Morrison, who described the Poet's 
songwriting during the Dumfries period. Three of the songs written during this period were sung 
by Elizabeth McCarthy of Ayr. After the Toast to the Lassies, and the Reply, we were entertained 
by the pipe band and Highland dancers. A guid nicht was had by all. 

GERALD B. MORRISON 
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Robert Burns Supper January 1989, in St. Francis Winery , Reyne/la, South Austrlia. 
Left to Right: Mrs. Mollie Greig (Robert Burns Society Commillee of South Australia), Mr. Steve 
Gibbons (Advertiser Newspaper Assistant Editor) , Mrs. Isabelle Greig (Wife of Past President Robert 

Burns Society of South Australia) , Dr. Gordon Greig, Mrs. Gibbons. 

1043. The Robert Burns Society of South Australia. The Robert Burns Society of South 
Australian Members attended a Burns Supper in the St. Francis Winery Restaurant , Reynella, at 
which our Past President Doctor Gordon Greig was the M.C. His wife , Isabelle accompanied him 
as well as our Vice President Jock Greig and his wife Mollie. 

The owner of the Restaurant is a Greek ca lled Basil Amanatidis who organised the Supper with 
haggis etc . This shows how we ll Robert Burns appea ls to everyone. Mr. Amanatidis attends our 
own dinners and Ceilidhs which are held approximately every two months. 

We also have a member called Bob Gregory , Minister of Labour in the State Government , who 
joined our Society this year. Bob is very interested in Robert Burns as well as Scottish items. 

A Robert Burns Remembrance March was held on Sunday , 22nd January 1989 , in Adelaide at 
which five Pipe Bands participated. Different Scottish Societies participated as well as Australians. 
After the ceremoney at the Robert Burns Statue in North Terrace we proceeded to the Royal 
Caledonian Hall for a Cei lidh which finished around 5 p.m . in the afternoon. 

MISS JESS IE GRAY 
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1045. Heather and Thistle Society Houston. The 36th Annual Burns Supper and Ball organised 
by the Heather and Thistle Society and the Houston Highlanders Pipe Band, on 21st January 1989, 
was a very special occasion as the President of the Burns Federation, Mrs. Anne Gaw, was in 
attendance being escorted to the head table by Mr. John Garner C.M.G., H.M. Consul General 
Southwest U.S.A. Chieftain Edward Brodie presided and welcomed the 600 diners. The Haggis was 
piped in by Pipe Major Emeritus Alistair Campbell and the Address given by Eddie Clark. After 
dinner and the loyal toasts to the president of the United States and H. M. The Queen, Ayrshire 
born Reverend Alexander McLachlan, formerly of East Kilbride and now of Dallas, gave the 
Immortal Memory. Firstly, using numerous quotations, he emphasized that Burns was a fun poet, 
but it was his infinite compassion and sympathy that led him to become a great interational poet, 
writing on freedom, justice and liberty, "the American Dream", two hundred years ago. Alexander 
McLachlan proposed the Toast to Robert Burns and Arthur Gordon-Mason sang the Star of Rabbie 
Burns with everyone joining in the chorus. Arthur then proposed the Toast to the Lassies, pointing 
out that Burns in his poems, songs and letters showed the greatest regard for women. He sang Sweet 

. Afton and introduced Mrs. Anne Gaw who in her reply conveyed greetings from the Burns 
Federation and thanked everyone for their hospitality and warm welcome. The second half of the 
evening was devoted to ballroom dancing and Scottish entertainment led by the pipes and drums 
of the Houston Highlanders. 

During the year the Heather and Thistle Society held ten monthly meetings, the Tartan Ball, 
attended by many visitors from Scotland in Houston for the Offshore Technology Conference, and 
Father's Day Picnic. Mrs. Anne Gaw attended the January meeting and presented the Society with 
a framed scroll commemorating the visit of the President of the Burns Federation. The programme 
that night was "the Journeys of Robert Burns" presented by six members of the Heather and Thistle 
Burns Club Led by Jack Hume, narrator, with Tom Murphy the voice of the Bard. The October 
meeting was held at the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Pat Chieftain the Reverend Melvyn 
Douglas marrying Trish Marchan and Glen Armstrong in Scottish style. 

A. BROWN 

1050. Hertfordshire Robert Burns Society. The IOth Annual Hertfordshire Robert Burns Festival 
took place at the Red Lion Hotel in Hatfield in January 28th. It was attended by 160 members and 
guests. It included a 5 course Scottish Supper - Hebridean barley Broth, Chieftain o' the Pudding 
Race and Clapshaw, Roastit Stirk wi' a' the trimmins, Drambuie Mousse with Petticoat Tails, 
Highland Ice Kebuck and Walker's Oatcakes and Coffee and Mints. 

The Selkirk Grace was rendered by Father Jim Fehan, The "Address to the Haggis" by our 
President Brian Lawrence (Wm. Grant & Sons Ltd.), the Queen by Mr. Tom Hodge (London and 
South Eastern England District Secretary of the Burns Federation), "The Immortal Memory" by 
Brian Lawrence, "The Lassies" by Mr. Jimmie Kitchener, D.F.C. (President of the Hertfordshire 
Scottish Ambassadors Malt Whisky Association) and The Reponse from Miss Ann Shaw. our Vice 
President and Senior Consultant to Seagram Distillers (U. K.) Ltd. 

Our ceremonial piper was Mr. James Buchanan - Cabaret was by the Mimram Highland Dancers 
and Johnny Windmill provided music for dancing. In response to a notice in The Burnsian a 
collection on behalf of the Lockerbie Air Disaster Appeal Fund was held and the sum of £118.00 
was realised. 

There was a wee dram free for all 160 members and guests on arrival and free miniatures (also 
for everyone) from Seagrams and William Grants. 

DUDLEY SIZEl.AND 

1053. Burns Club Grampian (Corby) Association. The Annual Supper was held on 3rd February 
1989 - Members and Guests 207. The Immortal Memory presented by Jimmy Davie, Hon. Life 
President. 
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Colgan· R11ms C/11h 
Left 111 Rig/11: Trel'or Ra111age. Tom Miller, Grn/111111 U11derw11od. Dr. Grn111 MacF: 11•a11. Jack Gle1111ie, 

Dr. Ji111 C11rrie a11d S<'Crewry A11dv /-lay. 

1058. Stranracr and District Burns Cluh. The club had its 4th anniversary dinner on 25 th January 
in North West Castle Hotel. Stranraer. The Chairman. President John Bell. welcomed the 120 
me mbers and friends present. 

Colin Modrate piped in the Haggis which was then ably addressed by David Jackson . An excellent 
meal was the n enjoyed. 

The Immortal Memory was given by Jack Hunter. who very skilfully illustrated the Poet whose 
heart ruled his head. Kath Macdonald thanked Jac k for his inspired speech and presented him with 
an inscribed crystal. 

Tam o· Shanter. given by Stella Bryden in a faultless recitation. was followed by past-President 
Neil Macdonald who teased and provoked the Lassies. Meg McCall replied appropriately. much to 
the delight of the ladies. 

New toast. Town and Trade , was then proposed by Harry Monteith, who enthused the Great 
Wee Toon. Replying. Mona Pate rson .agreed H arry 's theme . and thanked him for his optimistic 
view. 

The second recitation, Willie Wastle was then splendidly given by David Jackson. 
Throughout the evening. Ian Munro sang Burns songs, accompanied by Eric Wilson ; both of 

whom were in excelknt form. 
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In May, a coach outing to Tarbolton and Irvine was enjoyed by 40 members and friends. 
A Burns quiz proved a good fund-raiser and created a lot of interest. 
After the summer lull, the winter programme began with a Burns songs evening, with tapes of 

Jean Redpath and live singing from Mona Paterson. 
The St. Andrew's Night Dinner on 25th November saw Murray Cook as the main speaker, 

proposing the toast to Scotland. Jim Murdoch organised and participated in, the entertainment, 
ensured that all went well. Some 100 present enjoyed a good meal, again in N.W. Castle Hotel. 

Last event of the club year was a talk/slide show by Wilson Heatlie who gave a very good tour 
of New Zealand with his slides. 

L. KFI.l.Y 

1066. Fochabers Burns Club. There was an international flavour to the 7th meeting of the 
Fochabers Burns Club when the Bard was honoured on Saturday 28th January 1989 at the Gordon 
Arms Hotel, Fochabers. An excellent meal preceded the 'Nichts Ongauns'. 

The Immortal Memory was proposed by local District Councillor Tom Howe. the Toast to the 
Village of Fochabers was proposed by Irishman Brian O'Brien and ably replied to by local 
businessman, George Christie. The Haggis was addressed by Alan (Yankee) Grant who also 
entertained the company to Tam o' Shanter. The Toast to Our Guests was most wittingly proposed 
by our host and club member, Argentinian, Raul Suarez and suitably replied to by ex-Police 
Sergeant Archie Weir. The company were also entertained by local Bothy Balladeer, Kenny 
Wiseman. 

It was with sadness that the Club learned of the death of its Honorary President Lt. Gen. Sir 
George Gordon-Lennox in May 1988. He was a strong supporter of the club and will be sadly missed. 

Our Ladies. not to be outdone, organised a very successful St. Andrew's Day Ball which was held 
in the Gordon Arms Hotel, Fochabers on Friday 2nd December 1988, when we enjoyed a superb 
meal and then danced the night away to the music of a local group led by James Alexander who is 
rapidly gaining fame for his Fiddle Playing. 

Wll.l.IAM KIRK BARCLAY 

1076. Can-Du Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper took place at Glebe House. Dumfries on 
15th January 1989. All 'Dumfries Arm' members were present. The 'Canada Arm' members of the 
club were hosted by Dr. James and Mrs. Bunty Connor, London. Ontario, Canada at a Burns 
Supper also 15th January 1989. 

A special meeting of the Can-Du Burns Club was held in October 1988, when the Club Flag was 
delivered from Canada by Mrs. Doreen Smith, London, Ontario. The flag was designed by Fred 
Moyes, organiser of the 1988 Conference in Hamilton, Ontario. Dr. James Connor was responsible 
for the organising of the making up of the Flag. Both the Dumfries Arm and the Canada Arm of 
the club hold duplicate flags. A St. Andrew's Cross surmounted by the Maple Leaf and Robert 
Burns profile. 

MARY .I. URQUllART 

Swiss Burns Society. The Swiss Burns Society celebrated "Burns Night 1989". in 
conjunction with the club's annual general meeting on 28th January 1989 at the club house Bitzoji 
in Flawil, Switzerland. Attendees numbered 13 and travelled to Flawil from all corners of 
Switzerland and Germany. Haggis and Neeps were piped in by Berner Heinz Rau, who instilled a 
sonorous Scots atmosphere 'till the wee hours ... !' and then speaking forcefully in a brilliantly 
mastered brogue, club President Urs Kalberer recited the beloved culinary hymn, "Ode to a Haggis" 
to launch the feasting. and continued to pepper the meal throughout with selected readings from 
the collected works of Burns himself. The evening's topic was "Burns and the Deil," which may in 
parts explain the enthusiasm of participants in the club's Scotch-tasting competition. Songs and 
speeches, open discussion, and "Social Activities" rounded a most enjoyable evening, and, in fact. 
continued well into the following afternoon. 

.IOllN D. RALSTON 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 1038 Brisbane 
120 Bristol 

No. 908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 
543 Abbey Craig 1061 Brussels 

40 Aberdeen 356 Burn bank 
733 Aberdeen Burns Study Circle 864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 

1064 Aftongrange 417 Burnley 
1079 Afton Lily 112 Burns Howff 

20 Airdrie 933 Busbiehill 
516 Airts Burns Club 946 Calgary 
944 Alamo, Paisley 991 Cabra Vale 

2 Alexandria 993 Cambusbarron 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

6 Alloa Haggis 882 Canberra Highland Society 
252 Alloway 1076 Can-Du 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 
393 Annan Ladies 562 Castle Douglas 
986 Annapolis 1068 Central Kentucky 

82 Arbroath 826 Charlotte, N.C. 
1062 Ashburn House 719 Chelmsford 
238 Atlanta 462 Cheltenham 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 572 Chester Caledonian Association 
851 Auckland Burns Association 11 Chesterfield 
566 Australia, Scottish Society of 699 Choppington 
275 Ayr 966 Clan Rose 
192 Ayrshire Association 958 Clan McGregor 
340 Balerno 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 

1013 Balmullo 922 Clumber Burns Club 
959 Bangkok 630 Coalsnaughton 
439 Barnsley 1047 Colchester 

1083 Barr 839 Coldstream 
363 Barrow 398 Colinton 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 994 Columbia 
929 Bathgatc Jolly Beggars 606 Corby 
534 Bcdlington and District 1053 Corby Grampian 
931 Beith Caledonia 963 Cotgravc 

15 Belfast 559 Coventry 
725 Ben Cleuch 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 

1084 Benidorm 1040 Cowdenbeath 
981 Berkshire, Mass. 1031 Cramond Brig 
894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 1032 Croydon 
167 Birmingham 581 Cumbernauld 
951 Birnbeck 580 Cum brae 

1022 Blanc Valley 45 Cumnock 
95 Bolton 773 Cumnock Cronies 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 682 Cumnock 'Jolly Beggars' 
663 Bournemouth 62 Cu par 
803 Bowhill People's Club 818 Dalbeattie and District 
812 Bradford 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 

49 Bridgcton 35 Dairy 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 1030 Darlington Gaelic 
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469 Denny Cross 887 Gainsborough and District 
55 Derby 187 Galashiels 

701 Detroit 501 Galt 
978 Dickeyville 964 Gambia 

37 Dollar 982 Garnock 
850 Dollar Masonic 665 Gartmorn Ladies 
972 Don Valley 955 Gartwhinzean 
556 Doncaster 1044 · Gatehouse of Fleet 
918 Dover and E. Kent 169 Glasgow Association 
995 Drongan 263 Glasgow Masonic 
950 Drummoyne 897 Glenbervie 

10 Dumbarton 1074 Glenrothes 
226 Dumfries 774 Gloucester Scottish Society 
999 Dumfries Round Table £98 Gore bridge 
437 Dumfries Ladies No. 1 430 Gou rock 
503 Dunblane 59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

1059 Dundas 116 Greenloaning 
14 Dundee 21 Greenock 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 939 Griffin 
69 Dunedin N.Z. 1037 Grimsby & Cleethorpes 
85 Dunfermline 952 Guildford 

1026 Duns 1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 
744 Durham Caledonian Society 1011 Haddington Golf Club 

1018 East Antrim 33 Haggis, Glasgow 
967 Earlsferry 6 Haggis, Alloa 
937 East Kilbride 152 Hamilton 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 842 Hamilton, Ontario 
22 Edinburgh 555 Harrogate 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 492 Harrow 
825 Edinburgh Clarinda Ladies Burns Club 239 Ha wick 
378 Edinburgh District Association 1072 Hazel Tree, Corby 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 

1012 Edmonton Dundonald 1045 Heather and Thistle 
1009 Edmonton Scottish Society 446 Herefordshire Burns Club 
927 Edmonton Tarbolton 1050 Hertfordshire Robert Burns Soc. 
149 Elgin 1060 Hinckley 
974 Elliot Lake 916 Hole i' the Wa' 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 989 Holt Hill 
1065 Erskine 'Trusty Fieres' 1048 Hong Kong 
1052 Escom, Koeberg 976 Hopetoun Ladies 
217 Eskdale 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 

1073 Erie, PA 969 Huddersfield 
998 Eyemouth Clachan 987 Hull 
126 Falkirk 943 Humberside 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 1054 Hunter Valley 

1066 Fochabers 691 Inverness 
865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 173 Irvine 

(Cambusbarron) 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
576 Fort Matilda 936 Irvine Lasses 
403 Frascrburgh 1033 Java 

1069 Friday Night, Falkirk 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 
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96 Jedburgh 1028 Mercat Hotel 
979 Jewel Welfare 1006 Mexico 

1035 Kansas 1070 Milwaukee 
784 Kelso 841 Montreal Robert Burns Assoc. 

1034 Kilbarchan 983 Montreal General Hospital 
377 Kilbirnie 242 Montrose 

() Kilmarnock 494 Motherwell United Services 
681 Kilmarnock Cronies 1001 Mystic Pipe Band 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 1041 Nanaimo 
695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 956 Nantwich 

1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 74 .National Memorial 
1029 Kilwinning 500 New Cumnock 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 985 New Galloway 
323 Kirkcudbright 523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
693 Kirkcudbright Masonic 329 Newark 
945 Kirk lees 293 Newcraighall 

1021 Kuwait 902 Newmarket 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 954 Newton, Ayr 
660 Langholm Ladies 1025 Newton Lads Midlothian 
961 Larkhall 980 Niagara 
925 Lauriston, B.C. 124 Ninety 
661 Leamington and Warwick 563 Norfolk 
548 Leeds Caledonian Society 1024 North American Assoc. 
461 Leicester 893 North Bay, Ontario 
341 Leith 971 North Berwick 

1016 Leyland 706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
1055 Lhanbrydc 1051 Northampton 
366 Liverpool 745 Northumberland and Durham 
360 Lochee 921 Northern Scottish Counties 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 17 Nottingham 

1057 Loehmabcn 777 Nuneaton 
1049 Lodge Camperdown 923 Old Manor Burns Club 
811 Logangatc, ·cumnock 919 Orange and District 

London 1087 Orange County 
570 London Clans Association 880 Otley and District 

1063 London Cal. Club 957 Ottawa 
561 London (Ontario) 748 Ouplaymuir 

1086 Mackay 48 Paisley 
1002 Macquarrie Fields 72 Partick 
984 Macquarrie-Stewart 940 Pembrokeshire 

1015 Maltby 26 Perth 
934 Manama 336 Peterhead 
822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 721 Plymouth 
992 Marchbank 535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 
862 Market Rasen and District 808 Pontefract 
350 Markinch 688 Possie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 
870 Massachusetts 212 Portobcllo 
310 Mauchline 772 Prestwick 
390 Meikle Earnock 962 Pretoria 
726 Melbourne 585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
874 Melbourne Masonic 1071 Rattlin' Squad 
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1081 Ravenscraig 42 Strathearn 
472 Renfrewshire Association 723 Strathpeffer 
720 Retford 89 Sunderland 

1007 Rhode Island 632 Symington 
769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
743 Romford Scottish Association 1080 Swiss Burns Soc. 
926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 1082 Tabard Inn 

36 Rosebery (Glas.) 1005 Tamworth 
454 Rotherham 1085 Tartan Weavers 

9 Royalty 810 Thirty Seven Burns Club 
642 Rutherglen 7 Thistle (Glasgow) 

13 St. Andrew's Burns Club 754 Thornton Cleveleys 
834 St. Andrew's Society 740 Thorn tree 

(Altrincham, Sale and District) 958 Toledo 
727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 935 Torbrex, Stirling 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 710 Toronto 
470 St. Giles, Elgin 1056 Toowoomba 
220 St. Louis 1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
399 St. Ringans 813 Tranent '25' 
973 Salsburgh 920 Trysting Thorn 
948 Saltcoats 1077 Tulsa 
941 San Diego 698 Turri ff 
413 San Francisco 237 Uddingston Masonic 

68 Sandyford 1000 United Glass 
629 Sanquhar 1088 United Scottish Soc. 
426 Sauchie 1078 Vancouver 
551 Scarborough 303 Victoria St. Andrew's Society 
314 Scottish (Edin.) 711 Victorian Scottish Union 

1027 Scottish Australian Heritage 763 Wakefield 
570 Scottish Clans Association 436 Walney Ladies 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 296 Walsall 
924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 968 Warrnambool 

1067 ·Seton 1008 West Cumberland 
1075 Sgian-Dhu, Corby 644 West Kilbride 
405 Sheffield 1036 West Midlands 
896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 895 Westerton 

1023 Skipton 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
589 Solway 392 Whifflet 
965 South Australian Royal 1003 Whiteadder 

1043 South Australian R.B. Soc. 236 Whitehaven 
530 Southern Scottish Counties 536 Whithorn 

1017 Southwick, Mass. 696 Whitley Bay and District 
50 Stirling 730 Wigtown 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 977 Whyalla 
Perth Association 197 Winnipeg 

458 Stonehaven 890 Wollongong 
907 Stonehouse 553 Wolverhampton 

1058 Stranraer 878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
683 Stratford upon Avon 718 York St. Andrew Society 
889 , Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of Robert 

Burns'. - Glasgow Herald. 

The National Burns Memorial 
Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

Created for Deserving Old People - as the most fitting 
Memorial to Robert Burns 

EIGHTEEN of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the heart 
of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, carefully 
selected from all quarters. Many of the Cottagers left tied houses on 
retirement with nowhere else to stay. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, their own 
furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, and have their 
own friends calling on them as they wish . 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers to 
continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' in ideal 
surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a donation to : 
A. J. Campbell, Secretary, 

Mitchells Roberton George House, 
36 North Hanover Street, 

Glasgow G1 2AD 
Tel. 041-552-3422 



LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April 1988) 

Mem-

No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 62 James Gibson Alasdair M. Gordon. 
3 Portland Road, 
Kilmarnock. KA I 2AN. 

The Burns Club of 1868 1885 150 Alex W. Wilson J. Mason & A. C. Brown. 
London 83 Dorchester Way. 

Kenton, Harrow, 
Middx. HA33 9RD. 

2 Alexandria Burns Club 1884 1885 150 James Gallacher Brian G. Benson 
'Edelston', Smollett Street, 
Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire. G83 ODS. 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 1885 1963 68 James Irvine Mrs. A. Jamieson, 
Dubh Cnoc, Summerfield, 
South Earlston. TD4 6EF. 

6 The Haggis Club, Alloa 1873 1988 P. Hill, 
P.O. Box 37, Alloa, 
Clackmannanshire. FK 10 1 YB. 

7 Thistle Burns Club 1882 1885 46 D. McDougall T. Murtagh, 132 Calder Street. 
Glasgow. G42 7QP. 

9 Royalty Burns Club 1882 1886 279 George E. W. A. McLagan 
Davidson 42 Cunningham Drive, 

Giffnock, Glasgow. G46 6ER. 
10 Dumbarton Burns Club 1859 1886 139 A. M. Mackenzie James Hutton, 

'Ailsa', Barloan Crescent. 
Dumbarton. G32 2AT. 

11 Chesterfield and 1886 1886 73 Brian Evangelista James Law Bullions, 
District Cal. Assoc. Grey Gables', 

27 Norbriggs Road, 
Woodthorpe, Mastin Moore, 
Chesterfield. S43 3BT 

13 St. Andrews Burns Club 1869 1981 90 Colin M. Risk David Reed, 
5 Cairnhill Gardens, 
St. Andrews, Fife. 
KYl6 8QY. 

14 Dundee Burns Club 1860 1886 34 David Kettles Edward R. Bonnar, 
Dundee Burns Club. 
37 Union Street, Dundee. 

15 Belfast Burns Assoc. 1886 1886 65 Miss Jean Anneslcy Miss Sheila Simms, 
16 Altmore Green, Rathcoole, 
Newtonabbey, Co. Antrim. 
Norther Ireland. BT37 9AX. 

17 Nottingham Scottish 1871 1886 184 D. J. Willey Mrs. A. Willey. 6 Moss Side. 
Association Nottingham. NGl 1 7EL. 

20 Airdrie Burns Club 1884 1886 136 R. W. Forest Matthew Hood, 
125 Cromarty Road. Airdrie. 

21 Greenock Burns Club 1801 1886 170 Rankin Kelly Mrs. Elizabeth Nock. 
24 Binnie Street. Gourock, 
Renfrewshire. PAl9 IJS. 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 1848 1886 33 Mrs. Nancy L. G. A. S. Winton. 
Ovens 12 Ventnor Terrace. 

Edinburgh. EH9 2BL. 
26 Perth Burns Club 1873 1886 8~ Hector Chisholm Donald N. M. Paton. 

75 Needless Road. 
Perth. PH2 OLD. 
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THE BURNS HOUSE 
MUSEUM, MAUCHLINE 

On the upper floor in the room where Burns began his married 
life, is an audio tableau depicting the poet and Jean Armour in 
conversation. Around the gallery there are many pictures and items 
of Burns interest. Chief among these is a large scale mural 
representing scenes from poems written in and about Mauchline. 

Another room is devoted to a Curling Exhibition donated by 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery. 

A large display of Mauchline Boxware attracts many visitors. 
The Kirkyard with its strong Burns connections is nearby. 

Parties are welcome; guides are available and teas can be 
arranged. Evening visits could occupy a syllabus meeting. 

Opening hours - Easter to 30th September, 11.30 a.m. - 12.30 
p.m. and 1.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. Sundays 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. Visits 
outwith hours and season by arrangement - phone Mauchline 
50045. 
D. I. Lyell, M.A., F.S.A. Scot., 9 East Park Avenue, Mauchline 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 1872 1886 100 Robert Gunning David Watson. C.A .. 
Gillespie and Anderson C.A .. 

147 Bath Street. 
Glasgow. G2 .\SN. 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns 1825 1887 90 J. R. Clark W. D. Walker. 

Club 10 Braehead. Dairy. Ayrshire. 
KA24 5EX. 

36 Rosebery Burns Club 1885 1887 20 Mrs. Nina Spiers Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie. 
'Crichopc ·, 
49 St Kenneth Drive. 
Glasgow. G51 4QF. 

37 Dollar Burns Club 1887 1887 100 Lloyd Harrison David M. Tait. Melbourne, 
Cottage, 26 McNabb Street. 
Dollar. FK 14 7DL. 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club 1872 1889 50 Sandy Stuart Mrs. Irene Fraser. 

4 Ramsay Cres., Garthdee, 
Aberdeen. AB 1 7BN. 

42 Strathearn Burns Club 1889 1950 116 Mrs. Nina Robertson Michael Kidd, 
Brae Cottage. Ardvreck, 
Crieff, Perthshire. 

45 Cumnock Burns Club 1887 1891 120 Sheriff David B. Robin D. Hunter. 
Smith 1 The Square. Cumnock. 

Ayrshire. KA 18 !BO. 

48 Paisley Burns Club 1805 1891 36 Dr. James Young R. Y. Corbett. 
52 Balgonie A venue, 
Paisley. PA2 9LP. 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club 1870 1891 710 R. McDonald G. Moore, Hamilton Burns. 
and Moore. 111 Union Street, 
Glasgow. GI 3TA. 

50 Stirling Burns Club 1886 1892 110 John Stewart Henry Robb. LLB. 
3 Pitt Terrace, 
Stirling. FK8 2EY. 

55 Derby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 360 Dr. Stewart Wilson Mrs. K. Dick. 
and Burns Club 8 Grccnsidc Courl, Mickleover 

Derby. DE3 SRG. 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 1893 1893 811 Norman MacPhie ;{obert Smith, 105 Kirn Drive, 

Burns Club Gourock. PA19 IEG. 

62 Cupar Burns Club 1884 1893 270 Duncan S. Campbell Robert W. M. Stewart, 
10 Halyburton Place, 
Cupar. Fife. KYIS 5DZ. 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 1893 1894 15(( Roy Scott Scott Barclay, F.I.M.l .. 

Burns Club 7 Alder Road. 
Glasgow. G.\3 2UY. 

69 Dunedin Burns Club Inc. 1861 1894 205 David Mcintosh Henry J. Horrell. MBE .. 
96 Cavel! Street. Tainui. 
Dunedin. New Zealand. 

72 Partick Burns Club 1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae Graham David~on. 
:n Kingshorough Gardens. 
Glasgo\\. GL' 9NI I 

74 Nat. Burns Memorial 1888 1895 36 Douglas Hemmings Alastair J. Campbell. 
Mauchlinc Homes c/o Mitchclls. Rnherhon. 

George House. 
36 North Hanover Street. 
Glasgow. G I 2AD. 

82 Arbroath Burns Club 1888 1896 1511 Ken Smith G. J.M. Dunlop. 
Brothockbank Hnu~c. 

Arbroath. Angus. 
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f~~ Ayrshire 

~l.E!J~ 
& Burns Country 

~BC 
Whatever your interest, this 
picturesque corner of south-west 
Scotland has much to offer! 

TOURIST~ 

The energetically inclined may choose 
from a wide range of sports - Golf on 15 
courses, including the three championship 
ones of Turnberry, Royal Troon and 
Prestwick; Windsurfing; Fishing; 
Hillwalking, etc., etc. 

Heart of the Burns Country, the area is 
ideal for touring and sightseeing with 
castles, gardens and a wealth of attractions 
awaiting discovery. 

Bargain Breaks operate all year round 
with accommodation ranging from four-star 
hotels to homely bed and breakfasts, 
self-catering and caravans. 

For free colour brochure contact : 

Ayrshire and Burns Country 
Tourist Board 

39 Sandgate, Ayr: Telephone 
0292 284196 

(24-hour answering service). 
~ 



Mem-

No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

85 Dunfermline United 1812 1896 !!() The Rt. Hon. the .J. Torrie. 'The Haining', 
Burns Club Earl of Elgin and Ferryhills. North 

Kincardinc. Ouecnsferry. 
D.L.. J.P .. M.A. 

89 Sunderland Burns Club 1897 1897 34 Stewart Thomson Mrs. M. Wilson. 
9 Lingdale A venue, 
Sunderland. SR6 8AZ. 

95 Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 1110 Mrs. C. Craine Mrs. A. E. Reilly, 
37 Oakwood Drive. 
Heaton. Hollon. Bl.2. 

96 Jed burgh 1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace John Gibson 
35 Howden Crescent. 
Jedburgh, Rox. TD8 6.TY. 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 1889 1899 130 Walter Little D. C. Smith. 
Club 22 Cargenbridgc Ave .. 

Dumfries. DG2 8LP. 

116 Grccnloaning Burns Club 1889 1900 70 James Dawson R. I . Muir. 
9 Gentle Croft, Braco. 
Dun blanc. Perthshire. 
FKl5 9PN. 

120 Bristol Calcdonian Soc. 1820 1900 150 Ian Kerr Miss M. Scally. 
Fial 55, Clarendon Road, 
Redland. Bristol. BS6 I EY. 

124 The Ninety Burns Club 1890 1902 25 John Christie J.C. McVittic. W.S .. 
4 North Charlotte Street. 
Edinburgh. EH2 4HT. 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 1866 1902 911 William MacRae W. I. Cunningh8m, 
Northern Rock Building Soc.. 
2 High Street. Falkirk, 
Stirlingshire. FKl IEZ. 

149 Elgin Burns Club 1901 1905 21111+ Dr. John C. M. Wm. D. G. Chalmers, 
MacDonald 139 High Street. Elgin. 

IV30 EDY. 

152 The Hamilton Burns 1877 1906 227 F. C. Marks Dr. S. l. Parker. 
Club 25 Burnside Place. Larkhall. 

Strathclyde. ML9 2EQ. 

167 Birmingham and 1888 192.\ 175 David Bell A. K. Scoll. 
Midland Scollish 105 Reservoir Road. Olton, 

Society Solihull. West Midlands. 
892 8A W. 

169 Glasgow and District 1907 1908 15 Archie McArthur David L. Stevenson. 
Burns Association Clubs c/o Neill Clerk, Solicitors. 

9 Clairmont Gardens. 
Charing Cros~. Glasgow. 
G3 7LW. 

173 Irvine Burns Club 1826 1908 450 Michael S. Thomson William Cowan. 
'Norwood", 75 Bank Street. 
Irvine. KAI2 OLL. 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 1909 1909 9 .J. N. Whyte Archie Howie. 
Club 71 Hadyard Terrace. Dailly. 

By Girvan. KA25 9SW. 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 1908 1909 117 H. Brad) Alexander E. Hogg, 
'Redcroft'. 7 (jlcnficld. 

Road East. Cialashiels. 
TD I 2J\N. 
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BURNS HOUSE 
DUMFRIES 

Visitors to Dumfries should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, in which the Poet lived and 
died. The House is open to visitors and contains many 
interesting relics of Burns and his family. The House is one 
minute's walk from St. Michael's Churchyard where the Poet 
is buried within the Burns Mausoleum. 

OPEN: 
Open All Year 

10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. Monday to Saturday 
2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. Sunday 

(Closed Sunday and Monday, October to March) 
ADMISSION TO HOUSE: 

Adults 50p Concessions 25p 
Saver Ticket Only £1.00 

Provides admission to Robert Burns Centre audio-visual, Camera 
Obscura and Burns House 
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192 Ayrshire Association of 1908 1910 28 George Duncan Harry Bull, 
Burns Clubs Clubs 49 Annanhill Avenue, 

Kilmarnock. KA 1 2NX. 
197 Winnipeg Robert 1907 1911 64 J. King Mrs. Carolee King, 

Burns Club 446 Greenacre Boulevard, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada. R3K 1B7. 

198' Gorebridge Burns Club 1906 1911 205 Archd. Lochrie John Lawrence, 
16 Newbyres Avenue, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian. 
EH23 4XE. 

212 Portobello Burns Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cava ye Robert Mackay, M.A., 
J.P. 'Quardene', 8 Bryce Avenue, 

Edinburgh. EH7 6TX. 
217 Eskdale Burns Club 1886 1913 100 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. Sheena Elliot, 

5 Academy Place, 
Langholm, Dumfriesshire. 
DG13 OBA. 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis 1905 1913 40 Robert I. Patrick Charles H. Wallace, 
10450 Whitebridge Lane, 
St. Louis, Missouri, 
U.S.A. 63141. 

226 Dumfries Burns Club 1820 1913 100 E. John Davies John A. C. McFadden, 
O.B.E. 37 George Street, Dumfries. 

DGl lEB. 
236 Whitehaven Burns Club 1914 1914 40 J. McLauchlan George Young, Colington, 

Egremont Road, Hensingham, 
Whitehaven, Cumbria. 
CA28 8NQ. 

237 Uddingston Masonic 1914 1914 24 G. Mason J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Burns Club Uddingston, Glasgow. 

G71 7JU. 
238 Burns Club of Atlanta 1896 1914 97 John I. Bell Jr. James M. Montgomery, 

10 West Ferry Court, N.E., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319, 
U.S.A. 

239 Hawick Burns Club 1878 1914 1248 Alex Martin Alex Martin, Hawick, 
Burns Club. 5 Ancrum Court, 
Hawick, Roxburghshire. 

242 Montrose Burns Club 1908 1915 120 D. J. Addison A. L. MacFarlane, 
'Westlands', Redfield Cres., 
Montrose, Angus. 

252 Alloway Burns Club 1908 1918 106 James A. Begg James Glass, M.A., 
31 Glenconner Road, 
Ayr, KA7 3HF. 

263 Glasgow Masonic 1919 1919 177 Andrew M. L. William Lawson, 
Burns Club Thomson 434 Prospecthill Road, 

Hanging Shaw, 
Glasgow. G42 9BZ. 

275 Ayr Burns Club 1886 1920 s4 A. MacPherson Mrs. M. McKellar. 
125 Hillfoot Road, 
Ayr. KA7 3LD. 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 1921 1921 30 David Robertson Robert Henderson, 
Poosie Nansie Burns 17/2 Klondyke Street. 
Club Newcraighall. Musselburgh. 

EH21 SSQ 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS 
HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Bums Association who manage the Jean 
Armour Bums Houses seek your support towards the upkeep of the 
eleven houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near Mauchline. 
Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting, are adding 
to their costs and they ask you keep this fact in mind. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to : 

David L. Stevenson, LL.B (Hons), N.P., NEILL 
CLERK and PLANT HILL, 9 Clairmont Gardens, 
Charing Cross, Glasgow G3 7LW 
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296 Walsall and Dist. 1900 1922 so Mrs. Patricia Toplis J.M. McMillan, 

Scottish Society 192 Aliens Lane. Pclsall. 
Walsall, W. Midlands. 

WS3 4JP. 

303 Victoria St. Andrew·s 1849 1922 134 Marion A. Small Jean Hay, 

and Caledonian Soc. 820 Sea mist Place, Victoria, 
B.C., Canada. VBY 2R6. 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 1914 1922 87 Mrs. G. Innes Gordon 1 nnes, 
Association 6 South Park, Trinity, 

Edinburgh. EH6 4SN. 

310 Mauchline Burns Club 1921 1923 60 P. Konopka D. I. Lyell. M.A .. 
F.S.A. (Scot.), 
9 East Park Ave., Mauchlinc, 
KAS 5BS. 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 1920 1923 42 David Blyth Mrs. Ellen Bruce, 
Edinburgh 9 Victor Park Terrace, 

Edinburgh. 
323 Kirkcudbright Burns 1918 1924 98 Thomas McMiccaw Adam Gray, lngleston, 

Club Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire. 

DG6 4UA. 
329 Newark and District 1923 1924 125 Mrs. G. M. Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, 

Cal. Soc. Mcintyre 27 Macauley Drive. 
Balderton, Nr. Newark, Notts. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 1826 1925 241 Alan K. Smith J.M. M. Smith, 
13 Broad St., Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire. AB4 6JA. 

340 Balerno Burns Club 1881 1965 90 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 
15 Deanpark Grove, Balcrno, 
Edinburgh. EHl4 7EA. 

341 Leith Burns Club 1826 1925 Gerald T. Farmer. C.A .. 
A.C.l.S., 34 Cramond, Park. 
Cramon<l. Edinburgh. 
EH4 6PR. 

348 Newton Jean Armour 1924 1925 47 Mrs. J. Hughes Mrs. S. Kean, 

Burns Club 14 Woodland Crescent, 
Camhuslang, 
Glasgow. (i72 8RB. 

349 The Howff Burns Club 1925 1925 25 Richard Roberts Sam Hannah, 55 Ayr Road, 

KilmarnlKk. 

350 Markinch Burns Club 1899 1925 l](I Mrs. Betty Jolly, Archibald Mitchell 
B.Ed. 'Mo Dhachaidh'. 

11 Sweetbanks Drive, 
Markinch, l'ifc. KY7 BBH. 

356 Burnbank and Dist. 1826 1926 20 Andrew Smith Mrs. Olive Smith, 
Masonic Burns Club 'Feathers'. Hallside Road, 

Dalton. Cambuslang. 
360 Lochee Burns Club 1926 1926 511 Edmund E. Mrs. M. Dye. 

Urquhart 27 Whortcrbank. Dundee. 
DD2 3AB. 

363 Barrow St. Andrew·~ 1878 1926 120 W. E. Thomson Ci. C. Hewitt, 
Society 6 West Avenue, 

Barrow-in-Furness. 

LAU 9AX. 
366 Liverpool Burns Club 1924 1926 70 John R. Baker Miss Ethel M. Griffin, 

45 Glendyke Road, 
Liverpool. LI 8 9TD. 
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LAND O' BURNS 
CENTRE, ALLOWAY 

(Entrance alongside Alloway Church) 

This Visitor and Tourist Centre is located 
in the heart of Burns Country, opposite 
'The Auld Haunted Kirk' where Tam o' 
Shanter roared on the cantrips of Cutty 
Sark, and five minutes walk from the Brig 
o' Doon where poor Maggie lost her tail. 

With such distinguished neighbours our 
Centre has to be something special, and it 
is. The Audio Visual theatre with multi
screen projection offers an insight into the 
man Burns, with a scenic tour of the Burns 
Country. This new programme makes an 
excellant starting point for visits to the 
Burns Heritage Trail Sites. 

There is an attractive shopping area offering the discerning visitor the 
best of Scottish craft, including exquisite jewellery, glass and pottery, 
leather anq woollen goods and well stocked bookshelves. 

Set in beautiful landscaped gardens, there are ample car and coach 
car parks, with attractive picnic areas. 

Our new tea room is a welcome addition to the facilties already 
offered. The staff will treat you with a courtesy which will please you and 
they will thank you for calling, because they believe that the most 
important people at the Centre are you, our visitors. May we look forward 
to meeting you. 
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THE CENTRE IS OPEN 7 days a week all year round. 

HOURS: Oct - May 
June & Sept 
July & August 

10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. (7 days) 
10.00 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. (7 days) 
10.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m. (7 days) 

Enquiries to the Manager : 

Mr. Tom Raffel at Alloway 43700 

Props : Kyle & Carrick District Council 



370 Dundonald Burns Club 1963 1964 80 Robert M. Trotter Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Ploughlands Road, 
Dundonald, Ayrshire. 
KA2 9BY. 

377 Kilbirnie Roseberry 1906 1927 88 William Donald G. Thomson, 
Burns Club McConnachie 3 Craigends Road, 

Glengarnock, Ayrshire. 
KA14 3AE. 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns 1925 1927 26 Eric B. K. Murray Gordon Innes, W.S., 
Clubs Association 6 South Park, Trinity, 

Edinburgh. EH6 4SN. 
387 Cambuslang Mary 1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. I. Chapman. 

Campbell Burns Club 18 Deans Avenue, Halfway, 
Cambuslang, Glasgow. 

390 Meikle Earnock Jolly Jim Haddow, 
Beggars Burns Club 2 Hiltonbank Street, 

Hamilton. 
392 Whifflet Burns Club 1923 1928 60 John A. Kirk R. W. Marwick, 'Ardvohr', 

9 Dunbeth Avenue, 
Coatbridge. ML5 3JA. 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 1928 1928 80 Mrs. M. lllineworth Mrs. Sally Knight, 
Club 17 Greenlea Road, Anna, 

Dumfriesshire. DGl2 SLB. 
398 Colinton Burns Club 1907 1988 J. William Hill, 

11 B uckstone A venue, 
Edinburgh. EHIO 6QL. 

399 St. Ringans Burns 1985 1985 50 G. Ferguson F. Agnew, 
Club 2 Murrayshall Road, 

St. Ninians, Stirling. 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 1876 1928 35 Dr. W. D. Balfour J. MacMillan, 

Burns Club. Dumfries 45 Terregles Road, 
Dumfries. 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 239 Stanley Green Mr. Donald Thomson, 
Gateway Building Society, 
19 Broad St., Fraserburgh. 
Aberdeenshire. AB4 5AE. 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 320 Thomas J. J. Smith R. A. Coghill, 
37 Norton Park View, 
Sheffield. S8 8GS. 

413 San Francisco 1863 1989 360 T. 0. McLaughlin, .John R. Adam, 
St. Andrews Society M.D. St. Andrew Society of 

San Francisco, 
41 Sutler Street, Room 306, 
San Francisco, CA 94104-4901. 
U.S.A. 

417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 1924 1929 65 Mrs. S. Polson Mrs. I. Smith, 
Society 9 Mount Road. 

Lanes. BBll 2LA. 
426 Sauchie Burns Club 1929 1929 72 Robert Snaddon Ronald Noble, 

4 Hill Place, Alloa, 
Clackmannanshire. FKIO 2NJ. 

430 Gourock Burns Club 18cl7 1929 105 James Blair John K. Scott, 
102 Manor Crescent, 
Gourock, Renfrewshire. 
PA19 IUP. 
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~ on the Burns Heritage Trail 
' 

0 GLASGOW VENNEL, HECKLING SHOP, BURNSCLUB MUSEUM, 
0 BURNS LODGING HOUSE 0 

Irvine Development Corporation Information Centre 121 High Street Irvine Tel 0294 72431 
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436 Walney Jolly Beggars 1929 1930 135 Mrs. I. Broadbent Mrs. L. Nicholson, 

Ladies' Club 14 Orontes Avenue, 

Walney Island, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria. 

437 Dumfries Ladies" Burns 1930 1930 100 Mrs. M. Parker Mrs. E. Haining, 

Club 74 Laghall Court, 
Kingholm Quay, Dumfries. 

DGl 4SX. 

439 Barnsley and District 1930 1930 47 Robert Murdoch L. Gibson. 147 Pegmoor Road, 

Scottish Society Barnsley, S. Yorks. 
S70 6PT. 

446 Herefordshire Burns 1910 1931 79 James Thomson D. J. James, 'Four Winds', 

Club 11 Lower Thorn, 

Bromyard, Herefordshire. 

HR7 4AZ. 

454 Rotherham and District 1924 1931 62 Colin Campbell William Ingram, 

Scottish Association 10 Mortain Road, 
Rotherham, South Yorks, 

S60 3BX. 

458 Stone haven 1926 1932 76 Alfred Smith Mrs. Elizabeth Petrie, 

(Fatherland) Burns 23 Slug Road, Stonehaven, 

Club Kincardineshire. AB3 2EX. 

461 Leicester Cal. Society 1877 1932 253 Robert Callender Mrs. Jacqueline A. Drane, 

82 Uplands Road, 
Oadby, Leicester. LE2 2NQ. 

462 Cheltenham Scot. Soc. 1929 1932 210 Bob Naysmith Mrs. Ann Warburton, 
10 Alma Road, Hatherley, 

Cheltenham. GL51 5PZ. 

469 Denny Cross Burns 1932 1932 40 David Blair D. Graeme MacGregor, 

Club "Camusdonn", 

34 Hayfield Terrace, 

Head of Muir, Denny. 

FK6 5LA. 

470 St. Giles" Burns Club 1924 1932 85 James Taylor George Peterkin, 

24 Pansport Road, Elgin, 

Moray. JV30 IID. 

472 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 1929 1932 8 Daniel Kilpatrick William Williamson, 

Burns Clubs Clubs 30 Ivanhoe Road. Paisley, 

PA2 OJX. 

492 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 1928 1934 310. Cliff Fryer Sheena Henderson, 

Society 698 Kenton Lane, 
Harrow Weald. Middlesex. 

HA3 6AB. 

494 Motherwell United 1934 1934 100 W. J. Wilson, J.P. James Williams, 

Services Burns Club 33 North Lodge Avenue, 

Motherwell. ML! 2RP. 

500 New Cumnock Burns 1923 1934 230 James Murray Wm. A. McHastie, 

Club 16 Greenbraes Drive. 

New Cumnock. 
Ayrshire. KA 18 4AB. 

501 Galt Burns Club 1907 1935 55 Tom Milne Mrs. Greta Hanley, 

C.I.M. 448 Waterloo St., S .. 

Cambridge, Ontario, 

Canada. N3H 1N9. 

503 Dunblane Burns Club 1923 1935 20 Arthur Lesk William Faichney, 
Cross Cottage, Dublane. 

FK15 OAG. 
L 
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516 Airts Burm Club 1934 1936 50 John Gordon WalterM. Muir. 
Pre..,tonpans 89 Gardiner Road. 

Prcstonpans, East Lothian. 
EH32 9QR. 

523 Highland Soc. of New 1877 1936 150 Allan Mills Mrs. D. A. McKenzie. 
South Wales P.O. Box 1130. 

Parramatta 2150. 
NSW, Australia. 

530 Southern Scottish 1937 1937 2-l David C. Smith Donald R. Urquhart, 
Counties BurnsClubs Glebe House, 39 Glebe Street. 
Association Dumfries. DG 1 2LQ 

534 Bedlington and District 1934 1937 51 R. B. Hamilton James K. Stewart. 
Burns Club 2 East Riggs, Bedlington. 

Northumberland. NE22 SSH. 
535 Plymouth and District 1927 1937 50 John Swan Mrs. E. Pay, 

Caledonian Society 25 Waterloo Street. 
Plymouth. PLl 5RP. 

536 Whithorn and District 1937 1937 45 Ja mes Edgar, William Rae. B.L., 
Burns Club M.R.C.V.S. 58 George Street, Whithorn, 

Newton Stewart. DG8 SPA. 
543 Abbey Craig Burns 1935 1938 120 Jan Collie Robert Innes. 

Club Continuing Education Dept.. 
University of Stirling. 
Stirling. FL9 4LA. 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 138 G. Ironside A. Jeffers. 
6 Gascoigne Court, 
Bcrwick-in-Elmet. Leeds, 
Yorkshire. LS15 4AY. 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 104 T. L. Alexander Mrs. P. M. Mcnaughton, 
10 Trafalgar Road, 
Scarborough, Yorks. 

553 Wolverhampton Dist. 1938 1938 ]()() D. Y. Houston W. Murray, 
Cal. Soc. 28a Quail Green Wightwick. 

Wolverhampton. WV6 8DF. 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's 1921 1938 228 William Steel Mrs. I. C. Fairs, 

Society 23 Rudbeck Crescent, 
Harrogate, N. Yorks. 
HG2 7AQ. 

556 Caledonian Society of 1883 1938 40 Mrs. Isobel Todd W. Leighton. 
Doncaster 13 Norman Drive, 

Hatfield, Doncaster. 
559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 200 Mrs. M. E. Mrs. W. R. Laing, 

Society Muddiman 354 Middlemarch Road. 
Radford. Coventry. 
West Midlands. CV6 3GR. 

561 London (Ontario) 1938 1938 100 John Scoular V!rs. Elizabeth Rankin, 
Burns Club 32 Kipling Avenue, London. 

Ontario. N5V I K2 Canada. 

562 Castle Douglas Burns 1930 1939 67 S . .I. Roe J. C. McLatchie. 
Club 43 Robb Place. 

Castle Douglas. DG7 lLW. 
563 Norfolk Calcdonian 1934 1977 400 Mrs. Lorna Mrs. V. M. Walker 

Society Sheridan 52A Portersfield Road, 
Norwich, Norfolk. 
NR2 3JX. 
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566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 200 Stuart L. Miss May Dickie. Flat No. 8. 
Club of Australia Henderson 26 The Crescent. 

manly. N.S.W. 2095. 
Australia. 

570 Scottish Clans Mi5' M. Holmes. 
Association 15 Appolohouse. 

14 Broadlands Road. 
Highgate. London. 
N64AT. 

571 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 30 Alex Mair R. M. Allen. 
Club 32 Greer Crescent. St. Albert. 

Alberta. T8N ITS. 
572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 100 Dr. Austin Elliot T. S. Lea. 

Kirkton House. Hunter Street. 
Chester. CHI !AS. 

576 Fort Matilda Burns 1934 1940 50 Dugald S. G. Gay. 9 Binnie St.. 
Cl uh Robertson Gourock. Renfre"shire. 

PA19 !JU. 
578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 James Chalmers. Miss Ann Pickering. 

Burns Clubs Clubs J.P. 95 Dyfrig Street. Dykehead. 
Shotts. ML7 4DQ. 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 186 G. Wallace James Meechan. 
3 Copeland Crescent. 
Millport. Isle of Cum brae. 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 65 John Pinkerton J. Kenneth Stark. 
Burns Cluh 52 Wcstcrmains Avenue. 

Kirkintilloch. G66 !EH. 
585 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 130 John Watson J. S. Dargavel. 

Cluh Clarinda Burns 31 Garry Street. 
Circle Glasgow. 

589 Solway Burns Club 1921 1978 90 W. McNairn Mrs. Irene Grant, 
'The Cottage·. 
6 Newlands Rise. Annan. 
Dumfriesshire. DG 12 5HT. 

593 flarrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 55 J. Peat James L. Conn. 
Burns Club 48 Houston Crescent. 

Dairy. KA24 4BJ. 
606 Corby Stewarts & 1944 1945 30 J. Robb D. McDonald. 

Lloyd's Burns Cluh 7 Flury Close. 
Cottingham. 
Market Harborough. l.cics. 

618 Altrincham and Sale 1945 1945 50 Mrs. M. H.P. J. McFarlane. 
Caledonian Society Watson 9 Kipling Close, 

Stockport. Cheshire. 
SK2 5HS. 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 1888 1946 150 Thomas White Gordon Y. George. 
Burns Club 14 Muirpark Road. Kinross. 

KY!3 7AT. 
629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnston. 

Club Sanquhar. 

Dumfriesshire. 
630 Coalsnaughton Burns 1945 1946 250 John Pickles Robert Harro\\'Cr. 

Cl uh 1 James Place, Coalsnaughton. 

Clackmannanshire. FKJ3 6LP. 
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632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 33 Mrs. Joan McCall Mrs. M. Hume, 
101 Lammermuir Road, 
Bellfield, Kilmarnock 
KAI 3UE. 

642 Rutherglen Burns Club 1976 1978 27 Robert Edwards Mrs. Allison Brown, 
2 Blairtum Drive, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow. 
G73 3RY. 

646 The Clear Winding 1946 1947 22 Mrs. Betty Mrs. Janet Snaddon 
Devon Alva Burns Campbell 44 The Nebit, Alva, 
Club Clackmannanshire. 

FK12 5DH. 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 1947 1947 56 John Nicol Jack Milroy, 

Burns Club 28 Lamont Crescent, Fallin, Stirlingshire. 
FK7 7EJ. 

660 Langholm Ladies' 1947 1947 45 Mrs. C. Edgar Miss J. Buchanan, 
Burns Club "Roundwood", 

Wauchope Street, Langholm, 
Dumfriesshire. DG 13. 

661 Leamington and 1947 1947 82 Richard Moffat Miss I. T. S. Henderson, 
Warwick Caledonian 2 Binswood Mansions, 
Soc. Arlington Avenue, 

Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. CV32 5JB. 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 170 George Cameron- Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 
Caledonian Society Smith 20 Hesketh Close, St. Ives, 

Nr. Ringwood, Hants, 
BH24 2LA. 

664 West Kilbride Burns 1947 1947 85 T. C. Williamson Mrs. Mary B. Milne, 
Club 2 Woodside, West Kilbride, 

Ayrshire. KA23 9JB. 
665 Gartmorn Ladies' 1947 1948 34 Mrs. Jessie Pert Mrs. J. Pert, 

Burns Club 137 Main Street, Sauchie, 
Alloa, Clacks. FKIO 3JX. 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies 1947 1948 140 Cr. Samuel Andrew Richmond, 
Burns Club Stewart 26 Frew Terrace, Irvine, 

KA12 9EA. 
681 The Cronies Burns 1948 1948 58 Mrs. Jean Mrs. E. Brady, 

Club, Kilmarnock McMillan 8 Haining Avenue, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 

682 Cumnock 'Jolly 1945 1948 45 Mr. Wm. Hall Mr. Wm. Hall, 
Beggars' Burns Club 8 Glencairn, Cumnock. 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon 1947 1948 100 A. Simpson Mr. G. R. Forbes, 
and Dist. Cal. Soc. 63 Hunts Road, Stratford-

upon-Avon. CV37 7JJ. 
688 Kirkcaldy Poosie 1939 1949 21 Mrs. E. Reid Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger, 

Nansie Ladies' Burns 10 Durham Cres., Lower 
Club Largo, Fife. KY8 6DN. 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 100 Ebb Simpson Mr. C. J. D. Silver, 
53 Holm Park, 
Inverness. IV2 4XU. 

693 Masonic Burns Club 1949 1949 40 Jan M. McLachlan John Middleton, 
Kirkcudbright 8 Dovercroft, Kirkcudbright. 

DG6 4JS. 
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695 Kilmarnock Burns 1949 1949 72 John Blain Mrs. Katharine M. E. Liston, 
Club (Dunbartonshire) Rock Cottage, Gartocharn, 

Alexandria, Dunbartonshire. 
G83 8RX. 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 178 Albert Somerv.ille Mrs. Anne Wilkinson, 
Soc. of St. Andrew 5 Haddington Road, 

Beaumont Park, Whitley Bay, 
Tyne & Wear. NE26. 

698 Turriff Burns Club 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt Charles Calder, Cruachan, 
Johnston Park, TurrifL 

699 Choppington Burns 1948 1949 120 J. Brady John E. Godden. 
Club 181 North Ridge, 

Bedlington, Northumbria. 
NE22 6DG. 

701 The Detroit Burns Club 1876 1949 81 John M. Philliben Mrs. Helen McCallum, 
9352 Colorada, Livonia, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48150. 

706 North Lindsey Scots 1927 1949 99 Mrs. Hazel Mrs. S. Wilson. 
Soc. Condron 48 York Avenue. Bottesford, 

Scunthorpe, S. Humberside. 
710 Burns Society of 1896 1950 23 John A. D. Wyness Mrs. Stella V. Wyness. 

Toronto Apt. 1203, 2181 Avenue Road, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. M5M 4BS. 

711 The Victorian Scottish 1905 1950 33 Mr. D. Findlay G. McNaughton, 
Union 301 Francis St., Yarraville. 

Victoria, Australia. 3013. 
718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 186 Frank Paterson Mr. Alex C. Layhe, 

of York 61 Eastfield Avenue. Haxby, 
York. Y03 8EZ. 

719. Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 120 T. F. A. Martin D. A. Hodge, 
Scottish Society The Sheiling, 

White Hart Lane, 
Springfield, Chelmsford, 
Essex. 

720 Relford and Dist. Cal. 1949 1950 70 F. J. Isaacs Mrs. K. Beardsall. 
Society 5 Trent Street, Retford, 

Notts. DN22 6NG. 
721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 25 Joseph B. Main Mrs. Thelma Main. 

Club 21 Ridge Park Road, 
Plympton, Plymouth, Devon. 
PU 3BG. 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 1920 1950 90 A. W. Arnot D. S. MacDonald, 
'Strathlene', Heights of Brae, 
Strathpeffer, Ross-shire. 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 80 J. Jones douglas F. McEwan, 
18 Auchinbaird. Sauchie. 
Alloa. Clacks. 

726 The Robert Burns Club 1950 1951 50 D. A. Livingston. 
of Melbourne 19 Wattle Grove, 

East Malvern, 
Australia. 3 I 45. 

727 The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 240 Irvine M. Small Mrs. Brigit Meikle, 
of Denmark 9 Tejstgarden, 

2670 Greve Strand, Denmark. 
730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 100 John Mcintyre Ian M. Thin. 

Tramerry. Wigtown, 
Wigtownshire. DG8 9JP. 
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733 Aberdeen Burns Study 1951 1974 15 David Duncan George F. Watt. 
Circle 109 Smithfield Drive. 

Middfield. Aberdeen. 
AB2 1XD. 

740 Thorntree Mystic 1949 1952 65 L. H. Hutt Andre\\ Muir. 
Burns Club 7 North Grange Grove. 

Prestonpans. East Lothian. 

EH32. 
743 The Rornford Scottish 1931 1952 75 Miss Irene Hussey Miss Joyce White. 

Association 43 Melstock Avenue. 
Uprninster. Essex. RM14 3UR. 

744 Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 168 William Nicol 
Society 

745 Northumberland and 1924 1952 220 M. F. Harper Mrs. J. M. Harper. 
Durham Cal. Society Lampton House, 

Moor Crescent, Gosforth. 
Newcastle on Tyne, 
Tyne & Wear. ND 4AQ. 

748. Ouplaymuir Burns Club 1936 1953 32 D. McKinlay. J. W. Wright. 
Waterside. Uplawmoor. 
Glasgow. G78 4AA. 

754 Thornton Clcveleys and 1951 1953 115 A. J. Fraser Mrs. Maureen F. Forsyth, 
Dist. Scottish Society 64 Garstang Road West. 

Poulton-le-Fylde. Lanes. 
FY6 7SI\ 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 100 Tom Reid Mrs. K . .J. Leggeat, 
52 Manor Rise. Walton. 
Wakefield. 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 ]()() Thomas Mcintyre Alex Holmes. 
Beggars Burns Club 17 Orebank Road. Bowhill. 

Cardenden. Fife. KY5 OJN. 
769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 70 Robt. Frnser Wm. M. Dawson. Blendon. 

Club 7 Cattlernarket, 
C!ackmannan. FK 10 4EH. 

772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 611 Alexander Fraser Ian Moffat. 
11 Westbourne Gdns., 
Prestwick. KA9 IJE. 

773 Cumnock Cronies 19111 1954 60 William D. Duncan Eric Love. 

Burns Club 89 Barshare Road. Cumnock, 
Ayrshire. KAl8 INN. 

774 Gloucester Scottish 1937 1983 100 John Robertson James M. Laurie. 
Society .. Duri~dccr". 5 Howard Place. 

Hucclccotc, 
Gloucester. GU 3RZ. 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 57 R. Ward B. Crosbie, 
Scottish Society Ivy Cottage. Main Street, 

Pcekleton. Leicester. LE9 7RE 
784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 140 Alastair J. Turnbull Robert Donaldson. 

2 Abbotscat Road. Kelso. 
TDS 7SL. 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. 1929 1955 232 Mrs. Barbara Mrs. Nanette i'v1an~r. 
Society Bayne I Thrushel Close. 

Grccnmcadow. Swindon, 
Wiltshire. SN2 3PP. 
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803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 92 Norman Watters Charles Kennedy. 
Club A.N .. L.D.S. 101 Dundonald Park. 

Cardenden, Fik. KY5 ODG. 
808 Pontefract and Dist. 1956 1957 50 T. Cumming F. Hiorns. 15 Maple Ave. 

Cal. Society Pontcfract. WF8 3QN. 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 30 Mrs. Kay Blair Mrs. Helen Waddell, 

Burns Club 56 Allershaw Tower. Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire. ML2 OLP. 

810 Thirty·seven Burns 1957 1973 37 Duncan McLean Jack Gardner. 
Club. Shotts 12 Clyde Drive. Shotts, 

Lanarkshire. ML7 SLY. 
811 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 56 Hugh Mitchell Hugh Mitchell. 

55 Barshare Road. Cumnoek,. 
Ayrshire. KA 18. 

812 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 130 Mrs. Sheila Mason Mrs. Rene Davidson. 
Bradford The Gables, Apperlcy Lane, 

Apperley Bridge, 
Nr. Bradford. BDIO OPH. 

813 Tranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 46 Robert Anderson George Murdoch, 
49 Bankpark Grove, Tranent, 
E. Lothian. EH33 I AH. 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 40 William MeK. S. R. Goviet, 
Burns Club Barrowman Clydesdale Bank 

Buildings, Dalbeattie, 
Stewartry District. 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 35 Mrs. E. M. Lake Mr. Michael Lake, 
Society 22 Dclamere Drive, 

Mansfield. Notts. 
NG18 4DE. 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 J. B. Yates D. McEwan, 
and West Perthshire Clubs 18 Auchinbaird. Sauchie, 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs Alloa. Clacks. 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies' 1959 1959 35 Mrs. Davina Baird, Miss Mary Aytoun, M.B.E .. 
Burns Club, Edinburgh M.B.E. 31 Willowbrac Avenue, 

Edinburgh. EH8 7HE. 
826 The Burns Society of 1955 1987 131 Roger Wood Dr. David Humphries. 

Charlotte, N.C. 2905 Queens Road, 
Charlotte. N .C. 28207, 
U.S.A. 

831 Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 411 Dr. J. R. R. Holms Donald McGregor, 
Club The Schoolhouse. 

Luchgoilhead. Argyll. 
834 St. Andrew's Society 1960 1959 95 Mrs. Joyce Allen H. E. Crowther. 

(Altrincham, Sale and 78 Sylvan Avenue. Tirnperley. 
District) Altrincharn. Cheshire. 

WAIS 6AB. 

839 Coldstrcam Burns Club 1888 1961 11() Jame~ M. Davidson, William Jackson. 
B.Sc. Homestead. The Hirse\. 

Coldstrcam. Berwick'.-.hirc. 

TD12 41.W. 
841 Robert Burns Assoc. ol 1955 1961 175 Robert McKenna Richard Jewkes, 

Montreal. Canada 7215 Boyer St .. Montreal. 
Quebec, Canada. H2R 2R6. 

842 ·ye Bonnie Doon 19:12 1961 40 John Little Mrs. Bessie I.ittlc. 
Burns Club. Hamilton. 22-20 Bristol Street. 
Ontario, Canada Hamilton. Ontario. 

Canada. L8L 2T8. 
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845 Tam o' Shanter, 1959 1961 1500 George Mudie Jas McCaw, 
Coventry Tam o' Shanter Club, 

Heriford Pl., Coventry, 
Warwickshire. CVl 3JZ. 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns Club 1961 1977 100 G. Walls. 
43a Ochil Street, Alloa, 
Clackmannanshire. 
FK10 2DS. 

851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 1962 36 Rev. Wayne Mrs. J. Little, 
Brodeur 7/164 Blockhouse Bay Rd., 

Avondale, Auckland 7, 
New Zealand. 

859 Eglinton Burns Club 1960 1963 200 Robin Campbell S. Robertson, 
Irvine Eglinton Arms Hotel, 

High Street, Irvine. 
864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 16 Don Taylor Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, 

Tasmania 147 David Street, 
East Devonport. Tasmania, 
Australia 7310. 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1963 32 William Young J. T. Grahamslaw, 
Club 8 The Brae, Cambusbarron, 

Stirling. 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. 1955 1963 35 Mrs. Sheena Mercer A. Chapman, 9 Vernon St., 

Society Cotmanhay, Jlkeston, 
Derbyshire. 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. 1962 1964 17' Peter Stewart Miss Margaret Laird, 
of Massachusetts 189 Forest Street, Arlington, 

Massachusetts 02714, 
U.S.A. 

872 East Midlands Assoc. 1949 1964 6 J. D. MacFarlane 
of Scottish Socs. Socs. 

874 Melbourne Masonic 1963 1964 27 Chft. Andrew Ian R. Hawkins, J.P., 
Burns Club, Cromb 138 El.m Street, 
Victoria Northcote, Melbourne 3070, 

Victoria, Australia. 
878 Worksop Burns and 1965 1965 150 Mrs. Joyce Young T. H. E11glish, 

Cal. Club 166 Raymoth Lane, Worksop, 
Notts. SS I 7DY. 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. 1960 1965 120 D. Griffin Mrs. J. Blackburn, 
Soc. 84 The Gills Carr Bank, 

Otley, West Yorks. 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 850 Ronald K. Charles C. Taylor, 

and Burns Club Drummond P.O. Box 69, Kingston, 
Canberra A.C.T. 2064, 
Australia. 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1\167 30 Lew Reid Angus McLarty, 
Caledonian Society 'Cruchan', 5 Vicarage Lane, 

Beckingham, Nr. Doncaster. 
S. Yorks. DNIO 4PN. 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie 1959 1967 20 John Brown R. B. Cleland, 
Jean' Burns Club 16 McClurg Court, 

Motherwell. MLI IXH. 
890 The Wollongong Burns 1966 1967 36 Tom Newman W. C. Scott, 

Society 4 Moore Street, 
N.S.W., 2500, Australia. 
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893 North Bay Burns Club 1967 1968 53 Ron Coyne Annie Coyne, 
Ontario 1559 Fraser Street, North Bay, 

Ontario, Canada. PIB 3ZI. 

894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 1967 1968 50 Gavin Maynard Mrs. B. Ward, 
Society 26 Alpha Ave., 

Molescroft Beverley, 
N. Humberside. HU17 7JE. 

895 Western Burns Club 1968 1968 40 Thomas Heggie John Neill, 
5 Muirpark Gardens, 
Glenochil Village, Tullibody, 
Clackmannanshire. FKIO 3AJ. 

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 1957 1968 36 Frank Macleod Mrs. C. Moir, 
P.O. Box 575, Freetown, 
Sierra, Leone, W.A. 

897 Glenbervie Burns 1947 1969 20 L. R. Burness, George F. Watt, 
Memorials Assoc. F.R.G.S., F.S.A., 109 Smithfield Drive, 

(Scot) Middlcfield, 
Aberdeen. AB2 7XD. 

902 Newmarket Burns Club 1959 1970 35 Tom B. Myles Alex Corbett, 
25 Manor Street, 
Falkirk. FKI INH. 

907 Stonehouse Burns Club 1971 1971 38 John Donachie Ted Macgregor, 
35 Loch Lax ford, 
St. Leonards 7, 
East Kilbride. G74 2DL. 

908 'Brithers Be' Burns 1971 1971 16 Thomas Howie Mrs. Anne Mcintyre, 
Club 21 Wallace S11eet, 

Kilmarnock. KA I !SB. 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 George Simpson George Simpson, 

13 Weaver Row, St. Ninians, 

Stirling. FK7 9AS. 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 1971 1972 60 W. Hunter Miss N. M. Hill, 

(Inc.) P.O. Box 33119 Barrington, 
Christchurch 2, New Zealand. 

916 Hole i' the Wa' Burns 1964 1972 40 William Turner George C. Perry, 
Club 52 The Grove, 

Edinburgh Road, Dumfries, 
Dumfriesshirc. DGI ITN. 

917 Scottish Presidents' 1958 1972 80 Mrs. Catherine Lew W. Reid, 
Assoc. Lea Rig, 14 Newlands Court, 

Gainsborough, Lines. 
DN21 IQZ. 

918 Dover and East Kent 1887 1973 120 Harry Hutchison Mrs. Dorothy MacFarlane, 
Scottish Society 169 Elms Vale Road, 

Dover, Kent. CT17 9PW. 

919 Orange and District 1944 1973 100 David C. Brown Mrs. Anne Brown, 
Scottish Assoc. 11 Spring Street, Springhill, 
and Burns Club Orange, NSW, Australia 

2800. 
920 Trysting Thorn Burns 1971 1973 40 Joan Pratt John Pratt, 

Club 8 Hannahston Avenue, 
Drongan, Ayrshire. 

921 Northern Scottish 1972 1973 36 William R. Miss Ethel Hall, 
Counties Assoc. of Murray, M.A. 28D Whitehall Place, 
Burns Clubs Aberdeen. AB2 4PA. 
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922 The Clumber Burns 1973 1973 11 Charles Murray L. Jeavons, 
Club 36 Brunswick Road. 

Broom Valley. Rotherham. 
S. Yorks. S60 2RH. 

923 Old Manor Burns Club, 1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay James Boyle. 
Bridge of Allan 28 Cawder Road, 

Bridge of Allan, Stirlingshire. 
924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 1939 1973 20 D. D. Cannon S. K. Douglas, 

Branch) Burns Club 18 Mossdalc, Heathhall, 
Dumfries. 

925 Laurieston Burns Club 1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter. 
'Cromdale', 66 Redding Road, 
Laurieston. Falkirk. FK2 9JU. 

926 Rosamond Burns Club, 1973 1974 45 Mrs. Hilda Faulder J. J. Brown, 
Gretna Green "Hillside", Kirtlcwatcr. 

Gretna. CA6 SEX. 
927 The Tarbolton Club, 1967 1974 16 Dr. Jan Scott Robert M. Allan, 

Edmonton 32 Greer Crescent, St. Albert, 
Alberta, Canada. T8N 1T8. 

929 Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' 1974 1974 40 John Mackay Wm. Hamilton, 
Burns Club 36 Marchwood Crescent. 

Bathgate. West Lothian. 
EH48 IDA. 

930 The Wheatsheaf Burns 1974 1974 60 Kenneth McLeod T. Weir. 
Club. Falkirk 46 Bantaskine Drive, Falkirk, 

Stirlingshire. FKl SHS. 
931 Beith Caledonia Burns 1974 1974 36 Duncan Mitchell Jack G. D. Robertson, 

Club 18 Cathcart Street, 
Ayr. KA7 !BJ. 

933 Busbiehill Burns Club 1974 1974 47 Felix Todd James F. Craig. 
9 Parkhill Avenue. Crosshouse 
Kilmarnock. KA2 OJF. 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 1975 197 W. A. Woods A. Co!quhoun, 
P.O. Box 580, Bahrain, 
Arabian Gulf. 

935 Torbrcx Inn Burns Club 1975 1975 49 George Sinmpson David G. Grindlay. 
36 Kenningknowcs Road. 
Stirling. FK7 9JG. 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns 1975 1975 51 Mrs. Mac McEwan Mrs. Jean Bell, 
Club 92 Clark Drive. Irvine. 

KA12 ONT. 

937 East Kilbride Burns 1973 1975 290 Michael D. Jain A. MacPhcrson. 
Club McMillan East Kilbride Development 

BSc .. LL.B .. N.P. Corpn, Atholl House. 
East Kilbride. G74 1 LU. 

939 Griffin Burns Club. 1975 1975 35 George Chalmers Ja mes L. Chalmers. 
Gartcosh 39 Cardowan Drive. 

Stepps. Glasgow 
940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 1948 1975 59 William Wood Edwina Wood. 

Societ~ 511 Wellington Road. Hakin. 
Milford Haven. Dyfed. 

941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1075 33 Harold Townend Robert B. Carlyle. 
San Diego c/o Colonial Inn, 

910 Prospect Street. La Jolla. 
California. U.S.A. 92037. 
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943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 77 J. G. Brown Graham Harley, 
4 Strathmore Avenue, 
Beverley High Road, Hull. 
HU6 7HJ. 

944 Alamo Burns Club 1973 1976 40 J. Murray James Fisher, 
Paisley 9 New lnchinnan Road, 

Paisley, Renfrewshire. 
945 Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 30 David C. Medlew Mrs. E. J. Medlen. 

Highland Society 34 Thorpe Lane. 
Almondbury, Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire. HOS 8TA. 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 37 Dr. James Currie Andy Hay, 
2 Brandy Lane, 
10401-19 Street S.W., Calgary, 
Alberta Canada. T2W 3E7. 

948 Saltcoats Glencairn 1975 1976 25 John Davidson William Stewart, 
Masonic Burns Club 31 Sidney Street, Saltcoats, 

Ayrshire. 
950 Drummoyne and District 1932 1976 100 Colin Wilson Mrs. Shirley Wilson, 

Scottish Soc. and 11 Innes Street, Five Dock. 
Burns Club NSW 2046, Australia. 

951 Birnbcck Burns Club, 1975 1976 100 Sqn. Ldr. E. H. Mrs. Dorothy Snook, 
Weston-s-Mare Harris (Retd.) 2 Verlands, Congresbury, 

Bristol. BS19 5B1. 
952 Guildford Burns Club 1954 1988 123 William C. Robert D. Rawson, 

Thomson Halewood, 57 Horeshore Lane 
Merrow, Guildford. 
Surrey. GUI 2TL. 

954 Newton Burns Club, 1962 1977 60 Robert Diamond Alex Baird, 
Ayr 215 Whitletts Road. Ayr. 

955 Gartwhinzcan Burns 1908 1977 140 James King Henry S. Kinnaird. 
Club Middleton of Aldic. 

Fossoway, Kinross. KY13 701. 
956 Nantwich and District 1958 1977 80 Mrs . .Jacqueline Mrs. Sally F. Staples, 

Scottish Society Spence ·oreadia', 8 Westfield Drive, 
Wcstaston. Crewe. 
Cheshire. CW2 8ES. 

957 Otta-.va Burns Club 1977 1977 60 Douglas Reid Bill Beaton, 
70 Meadowlands Drive, 
W. Ncpean. Ontario, Canada. 
K26 2R9. 

958 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 1977 80 Stephen Singlar Kenneth E. McCartney. 
271. Toledo, Ohio 827 Continental Blvd .. 

Toledo. 
959 Bangkok St. Andrew 1977 22 Ian Fleming J. R. Lumsden. 

Soc. The Chartered Bank. 
P.O. Box 320. Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

961 Larkhall Burns Club 1976 1977 40 A. Blair Andrew K. S. Taylor. 
I Dcvonport Park, 
West Wood. East Kilbride. 
G75 8PU. 

962 Calcdonian Society of 1892 1977 160 Peter Millar Mrs. Rosemary Millar. 
Pretoria P.O. Box 971, Pretoria. 

0001, Republic of South Africa 
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963 Cotgrave Burns Club 1977 1978 40 R. Aitken Mrs. Elizabeth Ferns, 
4 Flagholme, Cotgrave, 
Notts. NG12 3PE. 

964 The Gambia 1954 1977 100 Miss Blyth Brown Jennifer Phimster, 
Caledonian Society P.O. Box 981, Banjul, 

The Gambia. 
965 Royal Caledonian Soc. 1977 R. M. Verrall, 

of S. Australia 7 Warrego Crescent, 
Linden Park, 
South Australia 5065. 

966 Clan Rose Society of 1970 1977 186 Edwin B. Rose Col. John B. Rose, Jr., 
America USAF (Ret'd), 

21 Linwood Road, 
Fort Walton Beach 
Fl 32548 USA. 

967 Earlsferry Burns Club 1975 1977 30 John F. Robertson G. Walsh, 
Earlscross, Earlsferry, 
Elie, Fife. 

969 Huddersfield St. 1884 1977 80 J. Goodman R. L. Ashford, 
Andrew Society 6 Thistle Close, 

Birkby, Huddersfield. 
HD2 2FN. 

971 North Berwick Burns 1899 1978 220 Rev. Norman Mrs. Margaret Crawford, 
Club Faulds 'Atholl Lodge·, 

13 East Road, North Berwick. 
EHJ9 4LF. 

972 Don Valley Caledonian 1971 1978 130 G. Conory Mrs. G. Smith, 
Society 6 Carr View Avenue. 

Doncaster. DN4 8A Y. 
973 Salsburgh Miners Club 1978 1978 32 Henry Leckie Catherine Gardner, 

Club 58 Carvale Ave., Salsburgh, 
Shotts. ML7 4NQ. 

974 Elliot Lake Burns Club 1978 1978 57 Mrs. Margaret Glynis Nolan, 
Sargent 8 Canberra Crescent, 

Elliot Lake, Ontario, 
Canada. P5A. 

976 Hopetoun Laddies 1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry C. Young, 
Burns Club 45 George Crescent, Ormiston, 

Tranent, East Lothian. 
EH35 5JB. 

977 Whyalla St. Andrew 1974 1978 100 David Kirk Jock Dewson, 
Society P.O. Box 2086, Whyalla, 

Norrie 5608, South Australia. 
978 Burns Appreciation Colin McKenzie, 

Society of Dickeyville 5111 Whiteredsville Road, 
Baltimore, Maryland 
21207, U.S.A. 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 42 J. Allan W. Alexander 
Willies Burns Club 118 Magdalene Gardens, 

Edinburgh. 
980 Niagara Falls Burns 1926 1979 26 Bill Molloy William Molloy, 

Club 17 Westgate Park Drive, 
St. Catharines, Ontario, 
Canada. L2N 5W6. 
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981 Berkshire Burns Club, 1978 1979 25 Inez S. Moore Gladys Davidson, 
Massachusetts P.O. Box 134, 

Lennox, Mass., 
U.S.A. 01240. 

982 Garnock Burns Club 1868 1979 36 R. Johnston W. A. Law, 
25 Balfour Avenue, 
Beith. KA15 JAW. 

983 Montreal General 1961 1979 21 C. F. D. Ackman S. G. Macisaac, 
Hospital Burns Society Department of Urology, 

1650 Cedar Ave., Montreal, 
HG3 1A4, Quebec, Canada. 

984 Macquarie-Stewart 1979 1979 40 E. McColgan D. G. Taylor, 
Burns Club 17 Callistemon Close, 

Epping, N.S.W., 
Australia 2121. 

985 New Galloway Burns 1979 1979 44 Leslie A. Young G. Lindsay, 
Masonic Club Mansfield House, St. Mary St., 

Kirkcudbright. DG6 4EL. 
986 Robert Burns Society 1978 1979 120 John Dodds Robbie Brunston, 

of Annapolis, Ltd. P.O. Box 4185, Annapolis, 
MD 21403-6185 U.S.A. 

987 Hull Scots Society of 1910 1979 114 John King Mrs. D. E. Graves, 
St. Andrew Humber Lodge, Humber Lane, 

Patrington, N. Humberside. 
HU12 OPJ. 

989 Holt Hill Burns Club 1979 Keith Cleary Mrs. F. Graham, 
29 Carlaw Road, Prenton, 
Birkenhead, Merseyside. 

991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 1967 1979 Matthew Ferguson Maurice Bradley, 
4 Wentworth Parade, Yennora, 
NSW 2161, Australia. 

992 Marchbank Burns Club 1959 1980 50 Arthur Lucas Rab Sutherland, 
4 Delhaig, Gorgie Road, 
Edinburgh. EHl l 3AQ. 

993 Cambusbarron Social 1956 1980 1000 George Smart Mrs. Greta McAllister, 
Club 16 Bruce Terrace, 

Cambusbarron, Stirling. 
994 Robert Burns Society of 1978 1980 120 Joe T. Jenkinson Mrs. Helen McLendon, 

the Midlands Columbia Strachan P.O. Box 1953 Columbia, 
S.C. 29202 U.S.A. 

995 Drongan and District 1950 1980 74 James Keirs Peter McPhee, 
Working Men's Burns 16 Mainsford Ave., Drongan, 
Club Ayrshire. KA6 7DH. 

996 Lodge St. Andrew, 1980 1980 James McDowall R. Ghee, 
Kilmarnock Inglewood, Moscow, Ayrshire. 

998 Eyemouth Clachan 1959 1980 32 Henry Collin Thomas Wilson, 
Burns Club SA Paxton Terrace, Eyemouth, 

Berwickshire. 
999 Dumfries & District 1952 1980 23 Dr. Dave Roberts Keith McGregor, 

Round Table Burns 14 Nutberry Place, Dumfries. 
Club DG2 7HZ. 

1000 United Glass Jolly 1977 1980 20 J. Harrower J. Smith, 
Beggars Burns Club 3 Muircot Place, 

Coalsnaughton, 
Clackmannanshire. FK13 6LP. 
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1001 Mystic Highland Pipe 1980 1981 130 George Fraser Charles R. Cyr. 
Band Burns Club 60 Elm Street. Stonington. 

Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 06378. 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 1980 1981 70 J. Sutherland J. McDougall. 
Scottish Club 6 Sulman Road. Cabramatta, 

N.S.W .. Australia. 
1003 Whiteadder Burns Club 1952 1981 56 James Guthrie R. Haugh. 

Screel. Fishers Brae. 
Coldingham. Eyemouth. TDl4 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 1952 1981 90 Jim W. Finlay George McCulloch. 
Burns Club Fleetwood. Gatehouse of Fleet 

DG7 2EH. 
1005 Tamworth & District 1959 1981 122 Mrs. A. Thomson Mrs. E. Turner. 

Scottish Society 9 Ankcrvicw. Kcttlebrook. 
Tamworth. Staffs. 

1006 St. Andrews Society of 1893 1981 144 Mrs. Muriel John McNab. 
Mexico Mcintosh Sierra Vcntana 74.5. 

Lomas Chapultepc. Mexico. 
IODF. Mexico. 

1007 Burns Anniversary 1963 1981 12 John C. MacLean Mrs. E. S. MacLean. 
Committee of Rhode 88 Boxwood A venue. 
Island Cranston. Rhode Island. 

02910. U.S.A. 
1008 Caledonian Society of 1968 1981 99 Jim Curr Mrs. Marion McGregor. 

West Cumberland 25 Clifton Court. Workington. 
Cumbria. CA 14 3HR. 

1009 The Edmonton Scottish 1938 1981 850 R. M. Allen D. Ferguson. 
Society P.O. Box 801. Edmonton. 

Alberta. T5J 2L4 Canada. 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club. 1981 1981 160 James Jamieson James Heron. 

Belfast 2 Harland Park. Belfast, 
N. Ireland. 

1011 Haddington Golf Club 1974 1981 450 Ian Gibson T. Shaw. 
St. Ann's Place. Haddington, 
E. Lothian. 

1012 The Edmonton 1975 1981 100 Frederick G. R. Devine, 
Dundonald Burns Club Book ham 13807 Buena Vista Road, 

Edmonton, Alta. T5P 5RP, 
Canada. 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 1980 1982 70 Bobby Crowe Robert Munn, 
35 Park View. Balmullo. 
St. Andrews. Fife. 

1014 The Traditional Music 1982 Hamish Henderson Jane Fraser, 

& Song Assoc. of 4th Floor. 
Scotland 10 Belmont Street, Aberdeen. 

1015 Maltby and District 1982 1982 60 K. M. Beech D. J. Brennan. 
Burns Society 23 Cripps Close. Maltby. 

Nr. Rotherham. S. Yorks. 
S66 7JI'. 

1016 Leyland and District 1981 1982 20 Brian E. Walker B. E. Walker. 
Burns Society 35 Longmeanygate. 

Leyland. Preston. 
Lancashire. PRS 3PA. 

190 



Mem-

No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

1017 Southwick Burns Club 1982 1982 20 Inex S. Moore Heydon A. Moore, 
154 Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA 01077. U.S.A. 

1018 East Antrim Burns 1979 1983 35 Tom Peoples Sam Cross, 
Association 42 Glenvalc-Park, 

Glynn, Larne. BT40 3EZ. 
1021 Kuwait Caledonians 1978 1983 180 Ronnie Sinclair Peter Robertson. 

P.O. Box 58, Safat, 
Kuwait. 

1022 Blane Valley Burns 1980 1983 27 George Eastcroft Malcolm McLean. 
Club Balvie Bank, Drymnc Road. 

Milngavic, Glasgow. 
1023 Skipton and District 1957 1983 140 James Kentley Francis W. Clark, 

Caledonian Society 17 Barnwood Crescent, 
Ear by. Colne, Lanes. BB8 6PD 

1024 North American 1980 1983 7 John Nicholson Mrs. M. Kozakiewicz, 
Association of Clubs 5933 Lafayette. 
Federated Burnsians Dearborn Heights. 

Ml 48127, U.S.A. 
1025 Newton Lads Burns 1983 1983 35 Sam Campbell James Oswald. Jnr., 

Club, Midlothian 32 Clarinda Terrace, Kirk Brae, Liberton, 
Edinburgh. EH16 6XW. 

1026 Duns Burns Club 1955 1983 45 William Patterson Robert J. Glover, 
21 Castle Street, Duns. 
Berwickshire. 

1027 The Scottish Australian 1981 1983 250 W. F. F. Mrs. J.M. Samois, 
Heritage Council MacLcnnan ·Roscmount', 410 Edgecliff, 

Road, Woolahra, Sydney, 
NSW, Australia 2025. 

1028 Mercat Hotel Burns 1975 1983 40 Ja mes Ogilvie John Noble 
Club Mcrea! Hotel. 40 The Square, 

Cumnock. 
1029 Kilwinning Burns Club 1982 1983 103 Charles Speirs William Stewart, 

12 McGavin A venue. 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 

1030 Darlington Gaelic 1968 1983 90 Mrs. M. Griffiths Mrs. Iris Dingwall. 
Society 66 Bates Avenue, 

Darlington, Co. Durham. 
DL3 OTU. 

1031 Cramond Brig Burns 1983 1983 68 Robert Brown Duncan Foggon, 
Club 4 Braepark Road. Cramond, 

Edinburgh. EH4 6DN. 
1032 Croydon Burns Society 1983 Michael J. Buckingham, 

71 Wellesley Rd .. Croydon. 
CRO 2AJ. 

1033 Java St. Andrew 1919 1983 175 Hon. Secretary, 
Society c/o Chartered Bank, 

Wisma Kosgaro, J. I., M. H. 
Wisma Kosgaro, 

JI.M.J. Thamrin, Jakarta. 
1034 Kilbarchan U.C. Burns 1970 1984 23 James P. A. Logan Ian M. Campbell, 

Society 18 Park View, Kilbarchan, 
Renfrewshire. 

1035 Kansas City 1914 1984 525 Charles E. Karen L. Spaith, 
St. Andrews Society Goslin, FSA (Scot) 12307 West 79 N. Terrace. 

Lcnexa, Kansas 66215. 
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Enjoy the story of Robert Burns and his life 
in the South of Scotland at the 

* Carnegie Interpret Britain Award Winner * 
* Civic Trust Award Winner * 

ROBERT BURNS CENTRE 
DUMFRIES 

* 

* 

* 

Multi-projector Audio Visual Theatre 

Exhibition with Diorama and S.cale Model of Dumfries 
Town in the 18th Century 

Book Shop * Cate 

OPEN 
APRIL - SEPTEMBER 

Monday - Saturday 10.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m. 
Sunday 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

OCTOBER - MARCH 
Tuesday- Saturday 10.00 a.m. -1.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
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1036 West \lidlands District 1952 1984 Mrs. Frances D. Jones. 
of England Highway 23 Aynho Close, 

Mount Nod. Coventry. 
CVS 7HH. 

103; Grimsb' &: Cleethorpes 1983 1984 80 William Smith Mrs. J. Littlejohn, 
Scots Soc. of 38 Humberstone Avenue, 
St .. .\ndre\\ Humberstone, Grimsby. 

lll38 Brisbane Caledonian 1892 1984 500 Neil Mackenzie- The Secretary, 
ScKiel\ & Burm Club Forbes P.O. Box 46. East Brisbane, 

04169. Australia. 
1040 Cc1\\denbeath Scots 198-l 198-l 1-l William Miller Malcolm Main, 

Wha· Hae Burns Club 10 Glenfield Gardens. 
Cowdenbeath. 

IO-ll Nanaimo Burns Club 198-l 198-l 18 Don Mettam George Simpson, 
Box 13. Acacia Road, 
Wanoose. BC. Canada. 
VOR 2RO. 
V9T 3V9. 

1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 1981 198-l -12 Jim Ro~ Robert Beattie. 
Burns Club 34 East Park Crescent, 

Kilmaurs. Ayrshire. 
1043 The Robert Burns 198-l 198-l -!9 J. Greig Miss J. D. Gray, 

Society of South Flat 74. 40 Park Terrace, 
Australia Gilberton. South 

Australia 5081. 
1045 The Heather and 1952 1984 394 Luman Matheson Kenneth MacPherson, 

Thistle Society 908 Sunset. Pasadena, 
Texas, U.S.A. 77586. 

1047 The Caledonian Society 1928 1984 110 Henry Fairly Mrs. Ann Fairley, 
of Colchester & District Park Farm, Great Bromley, 

Colchester, Essex. C07 7US. 
1048 Hong Kong 1881 1984 620 Chieftain S. C. Sloan, 

St. Andrews Society S. Robertson c/o Lowe Ringham and 
Matthews, 22F Prince's 
Building, Hong Kong. 

I 049 Lodge Camperdown 371 1984 1984 Albert Mitchell Angus Stuart, 
32 Dyke head Place, 
Dundee. D04 6TC. 

1050 Hertfordshire Robert 1986 1986 150 Brian K. Lawrence Dudley Sizeland. 
Burns Soc. 160 Crawford Road, 

Hatfield, Herts. 
1051 Northampton Town and 1924 1985 Mrs. Nora Wood Mrs. Margaret McKee, 

County Scottish Soc. 15 Milverton Crescent, 
Abington Vale. 
Northampton. 

1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) 1984 1985 36 Dr. Brian M. McPherson, 
Scottish Activities Fitzpatrick 7 Foxcroft Crescent, 
Section Mclkbosstrand 7405. 

Caple Town, RSA. 
1053 'Burns Club' Grampian 1984 1985 37 William Brown John Marriott, 

Corby Association 14 Bognar Road. Corby, 
Northants. NNl8 OPX. 

1054 Hunter Valley Scots Club 1980 1985 William J. Ball M. McMullen. 
5 Nooroo Close, Windalc. 
NSW 2306. Australia. 

M 
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BE INSPIRED - VISIT US AT THIS 
HALLOWED PLACE 

BURNS COTTAGE 
ALLOWAY 
Built 1757. Updated Museum and tasteful 
giftshop - well laid out 2 acre garden 

BURNS MONUMENT & GARDENS 
Built 1823. With unique views of the Auld 

, · Brig o' Doan - the most peaceful garden 
on the Doan & Burns Country. 

BURNS MONUMENT 

Admission Charge Covers Both Properties. 
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A1em-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers Pre.\ident Secretary 

1055 Lhanbryde Burns Club 1985 1985 32 Ian Park Steven Park, 
26 Ramsay Lane, Kincardine, 

Alloa. FKIO 4QY 

1056 Toowoomba 1911 1985 284 Malcolm Leslie Mrs. Margaret McMullen. 

Caledonian Society and 11 Mary Street, 
Burns Club Toowoomba, Australia. 

1057 Lochmaben Drouthy 1983 1985 511 David Shankland. J.M. Dickie. 
Ncebors Burns Club M.B.E. 46 Barrashead, Lochmaben, 

Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire. 

1058 Stranraer and District 1985 1985 86 John Bell Lewis Kelly. 

Burns Club 20 Royal Avenue, Strariracr. 

Wigtownshirc. DG9 8FT. 

1059 Dundas Burns Society 1985 1986 511 John Dennis Matthew Gilbert. 
282 Kersieban k J\ venue, 

Grangemouth. FK3 llBS. 
1060 Hinckley and District 1970 198(1 511 Dough" Clifford Mrs. Eleanor Clifford, 

Scottish Society 17 Glebc Road. Hinckley, 

Leics. LE 111 I HF. 

1061 Caledonian Soc. of 1953 1986 1211 A. Gibbons 
Brussels 

1062 Ashburn House Burns 1986 1986 37 Thomas Riddock Robert Mitchell. 
Club 19 Argyll Street. Alloa, 

Clacks. FKIO 3RR. 

1063 The Caledonian Club. 1891 1986 1621 Earl of Airlic Commander C. M. Baggulcy, 

London G CV.O. R.N., Calcdonian Club. 

London, 9 Halkin Street. 

London. SWIX 7DR. 

1064 J\ftongrangc Rurns 1985 1986 16 G. Croft-Smith Anne Adamson, 

Atholl Cottage, 8 Alloway. 

An. KA 7 4PY. 

1065 'The Trusty Ficres' 1986 1986 20 Daniel Kilpatrick William Richards<rn, 

Erskine Burns Club 33 Churchill Drive, Bishopton, 

Renfrewshire. PA75HF. 

1066 Fochabcrs Burns Club 1982 198(1 50 David Clark William K. Barciav. 
'Tor-Na-Gar'. 

Fochabcrs. Moray. 
1067 Seton Burns Club 1986 198(1 24(1 Tom Oavid~on William G. McDonald. 

Cockcnzie & Port Seton, 

Bowling & Recreation Club. 
King George V Playing Field, 

North Seton Park. 
Port Seton, Fa~t Lothian. 

1068 Robert Burns Society of 1986 Vicky S. Goodloe. 
Central Kentucky P.O. Box 394. Midvvav. 

Kentucky 40347. U.S.A. 
11169 Friday Night Burns 1 '!87 ( Jcorge Thomson. 

Club. Falkirk 9)R Graham-; Road. 

Falkirk. 
111711 Robert Burns Club of 1986 llJ87 .J2 \Villiam Ken William Olson . 

Milwaukee 8162 North Scm:ca Road, 
Mil\qwkcc. \Vi-;. 
'i.\217. ll S.A. 

1071 'The Rattlin Squad· 19811 1987 36 D. Woocb c J. Rollie. 

21 Burnock Street. Ochiltree. 
Ayr~hirc. K;\l~ 2~P. 
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IRVINE BURNS CLUB 
Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 

28A Eglinton Street, Irvine 
(Open Saturday afternoon and by arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of OrWnal Bums Manuscripts, the pencil drawilg of the Bard by Naysmith, our 
beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock Edition, the original oil paintq 'Bns in Edinburgh, 1787 by Charles 
M. Hardie, A.R.S.A., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the lkrns Mll'al and many other treasures. 

V"ISit the Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum, which gives a fascilatilg insight irto the listOIJ of the Royal 
Burgh of Irvine, and follow this up by lookq round Glasgow Vennel with its rehabilitated houses, the Heckling 
Shed where a slide/tape show leis the story of the Bard, flax dressing and his time in Irvine, and Bums Lodgiig 
House. 

Enquiries to : 

William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 75 Bank Street, IRVINE 
Telephone: Irvine 74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 

Steward: (Telephone: Irvine 74511) 

From one 
piece 

With verse 
to whole 

poems on 
Hand Cut 

Crystal by I 
TllE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 
Hig/iand Outfitters of //isliH:tion 

HUGH MACPHERSON 
(SCOTLAND) LID . 

17 WEST MAJTlAND STREET, 
HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH EH12 SEA 

(Western continuation of Princes Street) 
Phone: 031-225-4008 

Fax : 031-225-9823 

to sets 
of six 
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Donald Kay 

BURNS 
CRYSTAL 

Unit 8, Station Yard, 
MAUCHLINE KA5 5BR 
Telephone : Mauchline 

50155 
Mon - Fri 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Sat, Sun 9.30 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. 

(Seasonal) 

. 

' 

Edcath (R) 
~ Kits, Tartan SUts, Clan T..i., Prenier Pipe Band 
llnlns and al Accessories, Hi&Hand Dress for Day and Evening 
Wear, Pipe Band Uniforms, Evening Sashes, Dance Pllnps, Tartan 
Travel Rugs, Mohair Stoles and Scarves, Clan Plaques, Knitwear, 
Scottish Jewelery : Gaeic and other Scottish books. Fast 
deliYll'J - Price lists by return. 
'The Wandering ~, the fascilating autobiogaphy of 
Huidi lacphersoft, 215 paps, 18 picbns, 18 chapters. A must 
for all Scots at heme and aroad, Canada 10 dolars, USA 9 
dolss, both iRc. Ii' post Home £2.50 inc p & p (In aid flf 
lesedl irtl "*' tJiruses.) 

Everylllilc for the Piper, Drummer and Dancer 
- llOTlllNG BUT THE BEST! 



Mem-

No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

1072 Hazel Tree Burns Club 1986 1987 30 J. Livingstone T. J. Starrs, 
27 Newark Drive, Corby, 
Northants. NN18 OES. 

1073 Robert Burns Club of Erie 1986 1987 88 Dorothy Gillespie Mrs. Margaret Nelson, 
3411 Old Orchard Road, Erie, 
Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 16506. 

1074 Glenrothes Burns Club 1987 1987 20 Ian McDonald James Carlyle, 
3 Well Road, Glenrothes, 
Fife. 

1075 Sgian Dhu Ceilidh Club, 1986 1988 100 B. L. Pirie D. K. Fraser, 
Corby 3 Hunt Street, Corby, 

Northants. NN18 9LE. 
1076 The Can-Du Burns Club 1987 1988 14 Dr. James Connor Mrs. M. Urquhart, 

(Canada-Dumfries) 39 Glebe Street, 
Dumfries. DGl 2LQ. 

1077 Scottish Club of Tulsa 1955 1988 95 Mrs. Wm. (Rawnie) Mrs. T. Abernethy, 
Gordon 117 W. 4th St., Skiatook, 

Oklahoma 74070, USA. 
1078 Burns Club of Vancouver 1987 1988 15 Jack Whyte Merrill Leckie, 

775 Esquimalt Avenue, 
West Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada. V7T 117. 

1079 Afton Lily Burns Club 1988 1988 94 James Rorison Hugh Rorison, 
8 Loch View, New Cumnock. 

1080 Swiss Burns Society 1988 1988 14 Urs Kalberer Daniel Ammann, 
Swiss Burns Society, 
Postfach 8 CH-7132 Vais 
Switzerland. 

1081 Ravenscraig Burns Club 1979 1989 320 George Quinn Thomas Brennan, 
14 Hillside Place, Newarthill, 
Motherwell. MU 5DH. 

1082 The Tabard Inn 1989 1989 26 Patrick G. John H. Hannah, Jr., 
Burns Club Thurmond 423 South Chilton, Tyler, 

Texas, U.S.A. 75701. 
1083 Barr Burns Club 1951 1989 G. Campbell W. L. Dunlop, 

Glengennet, Barr, 
by Girvan, Ayrshire. 

1084 Benidorm Burns Club 1987 1989 Edward McCue Edward McCue, 
5 Deanburn Park, 
Linlithgow, West Lothian. 

1085 Tartan Weaver Burns 1988 1989 William Gibb John Wilson, 
& Social Club 28 Morrison Drive, 

Bannockburn, Stirlingshire. 
!086 Mackay & District Robert 1988 1989 33 S. C. Young Jenny Irving, 

Burns Society 53 William Street, Mackay, 
QLD., Australia 4740. 

1087 Orange County Burns Club 1988 1989 48 Hugh Galloway Tom Foley, 
3134 Killarney Ln. 
Costa Mesa, CA. U.S.A. 

1088 United Scottish 1952 1989 1090 A. Reoch Nan Daley, 
Society Inc. 653 Willow Grove Avenue, 

Glendora, California, U.S.A. 
91740. 
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FROM THE 
FEDERATION BOOKSHOP 

THE COMPLETE LETTERS OF ROBERT BURNS 
Limited Edition £25 

Souvenir Edition £15.95 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS 
Presentation Edition (leather bound) £29.50 

De Luxe Edition £17.50 

Souvenir Edition £9.95 

THE BURNS FEDERATION SONG BOOK 
£2.50 (Members £2.00) 

THE BURNS CHRONICLE 
Clothbound £9.50 (Members £6.50) 

Paperbound £6.00 (Members £4.00) 

THE BURNS FEDERATION 1885 - 1985 
(History of the Federation and the Burns movement) 

NOW ONLY £2.00 

For a full list of other publications and various items available 
contact: 
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The Burns Federation, Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, 
Kilmarnock KA 1 3BU 
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Burns in Edinburgh, January, 1787- The historic painting of 1887 by Chas. M. Hardie, ARSA 

DINWIDDIE'S of DUMFRIES 
offer a wide range of 

BURNS AND SCOTTISH TABLE STATIONERY 
MENU CARDS 

PLACE CARDS 
Burns or St. Andrew's Cross 

NAPKINS 
Burns quotation (4 designs); Thistle ; Tartan 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Burns in Edinburgh (pack of fi ve) 

FLAGS of all nations 
6" x 4" art silk (for table) or large bunting 

TARTAN PAPER 
Royal Stewart - sheets or rolls 

ROBERT BURNS POEMS AND SONGS 
Robert Burns Teaspoons; Keyrings ; Matches 

Your enquiries welcome - Write or Telephone: 

ROBERT DINWIDDIE & CO. LTD. 
(MRS MARY GRIERSON) 

34 Great King Street, Dumfries DG 1 lBD 
Telephone (0387) 55249 Established 1846 




