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Supported by

Robert Burns
The 250th Commemorative
Sculptures in marble and
bronze

David Cornell, a leading sculptor whose work is in the
Royal Collection and other important collections, has 
created the first hand carved life sized marble bust of 
Robert Burns to be available for over 120 years – 
and a magnificent bronze bust to celebrate the 
memorable 250 years since Burns’ humble 
birth in Alloway.

To subscribe for a sculpture of this international offering for personal, company or 
presentation purposes, contact Stone Icons Ltd, 25 Rosemary Road, London SW17 0AR 

www.robertburns.tv
Or ring Alistair MacDougall on 0044 (0)1892 655906 

or Alan Mackenzie Birkinshaw on 0044 (0)7785 394587. Or check with the Federation.
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LEGLEN WOOD

CAIRN REPAIR
FUND 2007

It has been estimated that the cost of
repairing the damage caused by the 2007

January storm will be in
the region of

£10,000
in order to make the historic Wallace/

Burns site safe to the public.

Donations to the Fund are urgently required
and should be forwarded to

The Robert Burns World Federation
Dean Castle Country Park, Dower House,

Kilmarnock. KA3 1XB.
Ayrshire.

Tel: 01563 572469
E-mail: member@kilmarnock26.freeserve.co.uk

* NOTE The site and Cairn are the property of the Federation *
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A HISTORIC EVENT
THE illustration on the cover of this issue 

highlights an event which took place on 15th 
December, 1757 in Maybole, Ayrshire – the 
Marriage of the Poet’s father, William Burnes to 
Agnes Broun. A re-enactment of the marriage 
took place at Maybole on 15th December, 2007, 
and will be covered in the next issue of the Burns 
Chronicle.The marriage in 1757 resulted later in 
the birth of our National Poet, Robert Burns on 
25th January, 1759.

I and others have asked why this historic 
event has not been recognised before, for without 
that happy union there would have been no 
Robert Burns! In fact it could be argued that the 
real Burns story commences at Maybole!.

Members and friends of St. Chrispin’s Burns 
Club are to be congratulated on organising the 
re-enactment of the marriage. (See members of 
the Club on page 26).

A limited number of special souvenir 
postcards similar to the illustration on the cover 
are available price £5.00 inclusive of postage 
on a first come first served basis from May-Tag 
Ltd., 48-50 High Street, Maybole, KA19 7BS, 
Ayrshire.

John Muir, First Editor of
The Chronicle ......................................5

Burns and Highland Mary ........................6
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“GUID BLACK PRENT” for 2009
As we go to press I am aware of at least six 

publications, including books by Burnsian Colin 
Hunter McQueen and Honorary President James 
Hempstead to be issued on various aspects of 
the Poet’s life prior  to the celebrations in 2009, 
a number of commemorative medals are also 
planned (See page 33).

One of these books is reviewed on page 43. 
A long awaited book, dedicated to Lawrence 
R. Burness and published by the Robert Burns 
World Federation will be available in a limited 
edition shortly.

A Unique Publication
WHO’S WHO IN THE WORLD OF

 ROBERT BURNS
Work commenced on this book with Lawrence 

Burness in 1995 when he decided that at some 
future date he would like to publish some of his 
research work, which he had carried out for close 
on seventy years. We decided to concentrate 
firstly on Robert Burns and family, and the first 
result was the publication of The Genealogical 
Charts of the Family of Robert Burns and Descending 
Family, published by the Federation in 1997 
(Price £4.00) plus postage, still available.

Unfortunately Lawrence died in 2004 which 
prevented further publications, however, at last I 
am pleased to report we will shortly have available 
a book which will be dedicated to Lawrence, in 
which I have had the honour to edit.

.
WHO’S WHO IN THE WORLD

OF ROBERT BURNS
A single volume A5 size, 144 pages, Perfect 

Bound. A limited edition of 500 copies at £10 per 
copy, plus postage. Entire proceeds from the sales 
to the Robert Burns World Federation’s various 
projects, for example the Leglen Wood Fund. 
(See Advert inside back of cover).

 
MARKING THE 250th ANNIVERSARY

of the BIRTH of ROBERT BURNS
The Board have decided to publish by 

subscription a similar volume to the above with 
the title  Who’s Who in the World of The 
Robert Burns World Federation. A Historical 
account of Your Club and Members in text and 
photographs. Details of this unique publication, 
and how Clubs and Members can take part will 
appear in future issue of the Chronicle.

As we go to Press
we regret to announce the passing

on 5th December, 2007 of

THOMAS McILWRAITH
Past President of the Federation

a full appreciation of Tom’s Loyal Service
over many years will appear in the

next issue of the Chronicle.
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JOHN MUIR
FIRST EDITOR,

BURNS CHRONICLE

Born at Bank Cottage, New Cumnock, Mr. 
Muir was shortly afterwards taken by his 
parents to Galston, where he received 

his education. On leaving school, however, 
he went to Glasgow and entered a mercantile 
office, in which he rapidly rose from the position 
of office boy to that of ledger clerk and that of 
foreign correspondent, a post for which his great 
linguistic attainments eminently fitted him. In his 
leisure hours, however, he cultivated his literary 
tastes, writing largely for London and Glasgow 
journals on matters historical, literary and artistic, 
and contributing to the magazines clever short 
stories and sketches. Like every Ayrshire man with 
a liking for literature, however, Mr. Muir was an 
appreciative lover of the Ayrshire Bard, and the 
best of his writing treat of that poet. In 1892 he 
edited the first volume of the “Burns Chornicle,” 
and the following year saw the publication of 
his “Thomas Carlyle’s Apprenticeship,” a work 
which embodies the results of his researches and 
discoveries while collecting material for his “Carlyle 
on Burns,” which was published early in 1898. 
In 1896 his “Burns at Galston and Ecclefechan” 
was given to the world, and so popular was it that 
a second edition had to be produced within the 
year, while reviews of translations of Burns, in 
the “Herald”, the “Daily Mail,” and other papers 
were the means of bringing him into contact with 
students of the poet on the Continent, and he not 
only wrote the preface to the Italian version of the 
bard, by Signor Ulisse Ortensi, issued in 1893, 
but selected the poems for Professor Sladek’s 
translation into Bohemian.

In 1892 Professor Sladek inscribed his “Ceske 
Pisne,” to “John Muir, Pioneer of Bohomia’s Cause 
in Scotland”; and Dr. John D. Ross dedicated the 
fifth volume of his “Burnsiana” to him “as a token 
of friendship, and in appreciation of his numerous 
and valuable contributions to the Burns literature 
in our time.” Mr. Muir’s literary work was sadly 
interrupted by the stress of secretarial duties at the 

Bottle Exchange, was engaged on a revised edition 
of his “Carlyle on Burns”; a volume of sketches of 
Scottish village mining life; and a selection, with 
a bigraphical introduction, of poems by his father, 
who was, like his son, a poet in a humble way. We 
may add that in 1894 the subject of this sketch 
was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland, and that he was the youngest Fellow 
of that learned body on the roll at the time. He 
had, too, on several occasions taken the platform 
as a lecturer, notably with his lecture on “Dante 
and Beatrice, a Mediaeval Love, Episode,” which 
was afterwards printed in one of the monthly 
magazines. Altogether, indeed, his was a life of 
hard, daily business toils, relieved by nights spent 
amongst his beloved pictures, books, curios, and 
Burns relics. One of the last merits notice here. 
It is a tumbler which the poet’s granddaughter 
presented to him in 1892, and on which are 
engraved the Burns arms, and the inscription, 
“This glass, once the property of Robert Burns, was 
presented by the poet’s widow to James Robinson, Esq., 
and given by his widow to her son-in-law, Major James 
Glencairn Burns, 1840.”

The tumbler is enclosed in a box made from 
one of the piles of old London Bridge, and of light 
pieces of oak from the “Royal George,” which had 
been presented to Colonel Burns by his friends.
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BURNS AND 
HIGHLAND MARY 

“BONIE JEAN 
THREW HERSELF AT 

THE POET”
By Isabella Begg

“Bridgehouse, Ayr,
19th January, 1850

“Dear Sir, – Your friend is perfectly correct 
with regard to Burns and his Highland Mary’s 
short love passage; it was in 1786 – just as you 
suppose, at least so my mother has always 
thought from a revulsion of feeling attendant on 
the heartless desertion of Jean Armour, and from 
a feeling on his part something very like disgust 
at her unwomaly conduct. I verily believe she was 
then the very last woman in the world he would 
have though of as his wife. He just then became 
acquainted with Mary Campbell, who was acting 
as nursemaid in the family of Gavin Hamilton, 
which situation she left to become dairymaid at 
Coilsfield. I said he just then became acquainted 
with her, but he must have known her previous 
to that, though his love fit had only begun then, 
and I do verily believe Mr. Douglas is quite 
right (though I always thought my uncle above 
deception of any kind), he must have mystified 
the thing – and no wonder; it must have required 
a poet’s license to go through so much love in so 
short a space of time. Early in spring his certificate 
of marriage with Jean Armour was destroyed; then 
from that time till the end of autumn is the period 
of his idolatry for Mary Campbell. My mother 
has no doubt but he meant to marry her, but 
what were his plans for their future life she has 
no idea, unless they were, indeed, intending to 
cross the Atlantic together; but his family knew 
nothing of his attachment to Highland Mary till 
after the publishing of his poems in Edinburgh. 

My mother thinks my Uncle Gilbert must have 
known, as he expressed no surprise at reading the 
poems connected with her. My mother never saw 
Highland Mary, but knew her to be the daughter 
of a small farmer in Campbeltown. Where she 
came from to Gavin Hamilton’s she knows not, 
but there the poet first became acquainted with 
her. She only knew of her in these two situations. 
Now, John Blane was a servant with her in G. 
Hamilton’s, and my mother thinks he might have 
given correct information there. All she recollects 
of ever hearing Burns say of Mary was to John 
Blane while she was hard at work in the kitchen 
at Mossgiel.  He said, ‘Mary would not trust 
herself with me in the old castle’. Gavin Hamilton 
lived in what is still termed the Old Castle of 
Mauchline. She died at Greenock. My mother 
always understood that she died in the house of a 
married sister there. She also recollects well of his 
receiving a letter of her death from Greenock. She 
was struck with his look of agony on reading the 
letter, but he immediately left the kitchen without 
uttering a syllable. Either my grandmother or one 
of my aunts were assisting her with the ‘waat’ 
(spinning wheel). None else were present except 
my uncle Gilbert, who ironically asked if this was 
move love pledges, but Robert retired without a 
word of reply. Now when Jean Armour in all her 
giddy folly beset his path again, everyone blamed 
for her for the manner in which she threw herself 
in his way. Now his enemies might compliment 
him there; though great were his errors, yet he 
never. Adam-like, cast the blame on his partner, 
but strove to defend them and take all the blame 
upon himself. But it is needless talking: time will 
do much for his name by obliterating his faults 
and showing his generous nature in all its manly 
truth. Excuse me writing at such length, for really 
I sometimes forget myself when writing of him to 
one so friendly as yourself. My mother’s sleeping 
powers are quire restored, and she will be most 
happy to answer any questions that may occur to 
you. – Yours truly, “ISABELLA BEGG.”

(Daughter of the poet’s sister)
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DIARY OF A PRESIDENT

During the early afternoon of Thursday 2 August 2007, Ruth and I met with our 2 friends Jean 
and Jim Inglis at Glasgow Airport on the first leg of our journey to Winnipeg, Canada.  We 
checked in and made or way to the lounge and at 3.30pm UK time we were on our way via 

Zoom Airline flight 423 to Calgary, Canada.  Following a long and tiring journey we landed at Calgary at 
4.35pm Canadian time.  A short time later we boarded a Westjet flight to Winnipeg arriving at 9.40pm 
and we were met by very helpful and friendly people from Winnipeg Burns Club who transported a tired 
party to the Fairmont Hotel, 2 Lombard Street.  After exchanging greetings with everyone, Ruth and I 
made our way to our bedroom where we quickly flaked out.

Friday 3 August was busy with a series of meetings and that evening we had evening dinner followed 
by a “harmony” which lasted until midnight.  Saturday 4 August proved to be rather more busy that 
the previous day with the RBWF Ltd Annual General Meeting followed by the RBANA Annual General 
Meeting.  These meetings took up most of the day and at 5.30pm all the delegates gathered outside the 
Fairmont Hotel to be transported to the Winnipeg Conference Centre where the Presidential Investiture 
Dinner and Dance was to be held.  Guests included His Honour, the Honourable John Harvard P.C. 
O.M., Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba and Her Honour Lenore Berscheid. The Honourable Bill Blaikie, 
PC BA M.Div, Deputy Speaker, Canadian  House of Commons was also present.  During the course of 
the evening John Haining was installed as President of the RBWF Ltd and he was presented with the 
Founders Chain by the Immediate Past President Angus Middleton. During the evening and following 
dinner, we were entertained by Ukrainian people who performed some Ukraine National Dances.  We 
had a most enjoyable evening and everyone wearily returned to the Fairmont Hotel. But for those 
who thought the evening was over; think again. Jim Carrigan, President Winnipeg Burns Club and his 
charming wife Nadia opened their room, number 2005 to the whole company and many of us retired 
there to enjoy the “Harmony” which lasted until 2.30am.  The talent present in room 2005 that evening 
was inspirational.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the night made the more exciting because it was “ad 
hoc.”

Vice President Bill Dawson, President John Haining and Junior Vice President Michael Duguid
pictured after the Installation of Office Bearers for 2007-2008.
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On Sunday 5 August the company foregathered outside the Fairmont Hotel to be transported to the 
Knox United Church, Winnipeg, where our annual Church Service was held.   Following the Church 
Service the party visited the statue of Robert Burns located outside the Manitoba Legislature Building 
and wreaths were laid there.  A moving occasion.  Later that evening our party visited the Winnipeg 
Folkarama, a huge arena, where an evening of Scottish Culture, represented by music, song and dance, 
was on show.  It was a marvellous night and a most satisfied party returned to the Fairmont Hotel where 
once again and at the kind invitation of Jim Carrigan, many of us adjourned to room 2005 where we held 
another “ Harmony.”   Again the talent on show was just wonderful.  As many of us planned to leave early 
the following morning this event ended around mid-night.  What a marvellous week-end.

On Monday 6 August we four flew from Winnipeg to Calgary where we were met by Bob and 
Maureen Watson who accompanied us to their beautiful home located at the edge of a forest.  Later 
that day we met with John Hope-Ross, President, Calgary Burns Club and he took us to the statue of 
Robert the Bruce which was, for us, very nostalgic.  Later that evening Bob and Maureen took us to a 
plush downtown Calgary restaurant called Bailey’s, where we were royally entertained.  We joined with 
members of Calgary Burns Club, normally an all male event but they conceded to permit their wives 
to attend, and we had the most fabulous evening of entertainment at “The Rose & Crown” pub; the 
Choir, all members of Calgary Burns Club singing will remain in my memory for ever. That evening we 
were joined by Alex and Isa Hanley and David Baird and his wife, from Dumfries.  Alex and Isa arrived 
at Calgary Airport at circa 5.00pm that evening and joined us at the Rose & Crown circa 7.00pm.  
Wonderful support.

On Tuesday 7 August we bid our lovely hosts goodbye and took off in our 7 seater mini van to the 
Rockies via Banff where Jim and I played golf and Ruth and Jean went horse-riding.  That night we stayed 
at the Banff Springs Hotel, arguably one of the best hotels in the world.  Next day it was off round the 
Rockies again via Lake Louise; Jasper; Clearwater; Kolowna; Robsons Mount; Hope and to Vancouver 
arriving on  11 August.  We stayed overnight at the Pan Pacific Hotel which again is a magnificent 
hotel.

On Sunday 12 August we boarded the Norwegian Sun for a 7 day cruise to Alaska and that was a 
sensational trip.  We visited Ketchikan; Juneau and Skagway during and during our visits we flew on a 
sea-plane; travelled on the White Pass Railway.  The scenery was magnificent.  The journey to Alaska was 
accompanied by brilliant weather which made the travel so much better and we viewed so many glaciers 
but the ones which evoke a response to my memory was The Mendenhall Glacier and the Hubbard 
Glacier which we were able to view from the ship.  It was an incredible sight to watch a small boat from 
our ship with passengers aboard, go right up to that magnificent glacier which we could only view from 
about 250 yards away due to the huge ice flows that were falling from the face of the glacier.

We returned from our cruise to Vancouver on 19 August and we booked into a hotel in the centre of 
Vancouver.  We were joined by Bob and Frances Stewart and George and Mary Letham from Cupar Burns 
Club and we enjoyed dinner together one evening.

On 20 August Ruth, Jean and Jim and I met with members of Vancouver Burns Club for lunch at a 
beautiful Italian Restaurant called Le Bistro, 224 Esplanade, North Vancouver. We thoroughly enjoyed 
another fine afternoon of harmony with our fellow Burnsians. At that meeting were Club President 
Andy Whitelaw, Strachan Birnie, Lilias Walker and many others; what a wonderful time we had.  It was 
interesting when I spoke with Strachan Birnie and told him I joined the City of Glasgow Police on 6 
February 1961 and that my boss was a Chief Superintendent George Birnie.  Strachan replied, “He was 
my father.”  What a coincidence.

The following 5 days we visited so many interesting places like Vancouver Island, Butchart Gardens 
and the capital city Victoria.  Granville Island market was also on our visitation list and what an experience 
that was. On visiting Stanley Park we boarded a sight seeing bus around the park and stopped off at the 
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statue of Robert Burns. On nearing the statue I saw a red rose with a message tied thereto lying on the 
plinth.  Words on the label red “And man to man the world o’er, shall brothers be for a’ that” signed by 
David Baird from Dumfries.  

On 25 August we arrived home exhausted after the long flight from Vancouver via Manchester.
What an experience the whole journey was from start to finish.  To our Canadian Burnsians, Jim 

Carrigan, Colin Harris and other members of RBANA we have a lot to be thankful for.  They went out of 
their way to make the whole week-end an eventful and enjoyable one for all the Scots that attended and 
we all returned home full of wonderful memories of people that Robert Burns would have been proud 
to call friends.

President John with Andy Whitelaw President 
Vancouver Burns Club.

John Hope Ross, President Calgary Burns Club, Bob 
and Maureen Watson, Ruth Haining.

————————————

NEW SESSION FOR BARRMILL JOLLY BEGGARS

President Jon Dickerson with Committee members at the start of their new session. Tom ‘Pie’ Irvine and Donald 
Reid (Past Office Bearers) were appointed Honorary Presidents of the Club.
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SPEAKERS, 
SPEECHES AND A’ 

THAT

The so called “Burns season” descends 
in January and nowadays can continue 
through to March – or even later in the 

year.
There is no law against having a Burns Supper 

at any time of the year and with the continued 
growth in the number being held the month of 
January goes into overheating mode. The quest 
for speakers should begin well ahead of the event 
and to secure the services of a genuinely good 
speaker requires planning. People have different 
interpretations of what a good speaker is. Beware 
and be warned that the accolate attributed to 
some speakers should be investigated and the 
last thing you need is for your Burns Supper to 
be wrecked not just for the up and coming event 
but could have a disastrous effect on your Club or 
Association for years to come.

When the recommended speaker stands up 
and the so called “good” recommendation lands 
you with a foul mouthed extrovert it is too late to 
do anything at that stage. One line jokes strung 
together is no speech and a Toast to the Lasses 
which is both rude and crude is an insult to the 
Bard. Speakers of this kind also do not know 
where and when to stop and their drivel is going 
to reflect very badly on the hosts for the evening.

The Immortal Memory is acknowledged as 
the main address of the evening. A well prepared 
and delivered Immortal Memory can give 
everyone present an appreciation of the Bard and 
the continuing relevance of his words to the world 
of today.

It is advisable when inviting your main guest 
speaker that you tell him or her the length of the 
expected Toast. All really good speakers will respect 
this time limit and there will be no problems.

After fifteen minutes the attention span 
lessens, after twenty minutes it is certainly 
fading, twenty five minutes counting the fold in 

the curtains becomes interesting and after thirty 
minutes rigid stare consulting watches time 
intervenes.

If you are the speaker it will be obvious to 
the audience how much effort you have put in 
to the preparation, what your knowledge is of 
the subject, your capability as a speaker and 
your enthusiasm for the Bard. A little inspiration 
to get a new approach to an Immortal Memory, 
preparation and proper search and rehearse out of 
your speech all the “Ahhs” and “Umms” and the 
phrases such as “as I said before”. By all means 
have a threat of humour but if you want to kill 
an Immortal Memory stone dead then string the 
infamous one liners – the albatrosses around 
any speaker’s neck. Have a beginning which 
is interesting and inspiring, the next section 
actual and factual and in the closing part ask 
the audience to take with them some gems from 
Burns and think them over long after this night 
is finished.

The Immortal Memory should provide a 
lasting memory of the occasion. Memories indeed 
are made of this.

Murdo Morrison

SUPPORT THE AIMS OF THE
ROBERT BURNS WORLD 

FEDERATION
BY PURCHASING A SHARE/S IN

THE 200 CLUB
A single share in the Club

costs £12 per annum.
Cash prizes to the lucky winner are paid

out three to four times a year
For further details contact:
Moira Rennie Dunsmore,

5 Southwark Close,
Stevenage, Herts. SG1 4PG.
Telephone: 01438 228366
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REMINISCENCES OF 
THE POET BURNS

Circa 1875

In the Memoranda of Tours of the poet, under 
date 11th September 1787, there is to be found 
the following entry: – ‘Tuesday – breakfast 

with Mr. Burns – lie at Laurencekirk.’ Since that 
date, no fewer than 87 years have passed away, 
and generation after generation has been engulfed 
in the stream of time. Yet, up till 24th ult., there 
lived at Boghead, Kintore, a witness of the visit 
in the person of Mr. George Burness, farmer 
there. It is pretty well known that the poet and 
his brothers, after reaching manhood, changed 
their name from Burness to Burns. All the other 
branches of the Burness family have continued 
the original name. The ‘Mr Burns’ alluded to was 
Mr David Burness, then tenant of the high-lying 
farm of Brawliemuir, Glenbervie, Kincardineshire. 
The relationship between the poet and David 
Burness stood thus:- James Burness, tenant in 
Brawliemuir, died in 1743, aged 87 years. By his 
son James, who succeeded him in Brawliemuir, 
he was grandfather of the above-named David 
Burness; and by his son Robert, tenant in the farm 
of Clockenhill, Dunnottar, he was grand-father of 
William Burness, father of the poet.

Mr. George Burness, who has just passed away 
in his 91st year, was a son of David Burness, and 
remembered the poet’s visit to Brawliemuir. He 
used to say – ‘I was running about the door, and 
observed a stranger coming along the dykeside 
to the house. After he entered, I went into the 
kitchen, and my mother said – “O, lathie! Robbie 
Burness, but I mindit aboot him aifter.’ In notes 
written by the late Mr Gordon of Knockespock, 
and appended to the poems of William Thom of 
Inverury, there is a paragraph relative to Burns’s 
visit to David Burness. It is stated that the poet 
called on his friend ‘at Boghead,’ and that ‘the 
poet showed his MSS. to the cannie auld farmer, 
and mentioned his intention of publishing. The 
uncle was silent a while, unable to utter the horror 
working within. At last it burst forth – ‘Worthless, 

senseless man! How could ye think o’ bringing a 
stain on kith and kin by makin’ godless ballets?’ 
There are so many errors in this short paragraph 
that it seems doubtful if there is a word of truth 
in it. It was not till 1807, many years after the 
poet was in his grave, that David Burness left 
Brawliemuir and became tenant of Boghead. He 
was not the uncle, but the cousin-german of the 
poet’s father as has already been shown; and all 
the world knows that the poems were published 
before Sept. 1787. The evident pride and pleasure 
implied in Mrs. Burness’s exclamation to her little 
boy on the occasion, leads to the belief that the 
poet was a very welcome visitor. It is much to be 
regretted that the poet spent so little time in the 
country of his father’s ancestors. Very probably 
the cause of it was his bad tempered companion 
Nicol. On the day in question, Burns dined at 
the inn, Auchinblae, and the girl who served him 
lived some sixty years after to tell that part of the 
poet’s meal consisted of pease in the pod, which 
he directed to be prepared in butter, and then 
stripped them from the pod through his teeth.

A few days before reaching Kincardineshire, 
the poet was in Banff, from which a young man 
accompanied him to Duff House. In course of 
conversation, he mentioned that, when he read 
‘The Cotter’s Saturday Night,’ he did it through 
tears. ‘I do not wonder at that,’ replied the poet, 
‘the tears coursed down my own cheeks while I 
wrote it.’ From Banff, the poet passed by Turriff 
and Oldmeldrum to Aberdeen. He does not 
appear to have been acquainted with the fine old 
ballad, ‘Mill of Tiftie’s Annie,’ otherwise he could 
scarcely have passed ‘the green kirkyard of Fyvie’ 
without allusion to it. He passed another point 
in which he would have felt interested, had he 
known the fact, that by the side of the road, near 
Oldmeldrum, was situated the farm of Lightnot, 
where his favourite poet, Robert Ferguson, spent 
some of his early days, and where he picked 
up so much of the Aberdeenshire tongue as 
enabled him on more than one occasion to give 
point to his drollery. It is evident that the North 
of Scotland exerted considerable influence on 
Burns’s imagination. In his poems, he adverts to 
‘Drumossie Muir,’ ‘Fall of Foyers,’ ‘Strathspey,’ ‘Castle 
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Gordon,’ ‘Buckie,’ ‘Macpherson’s Rant,’ ‘Harlaw,’ 
‘The Buchan Bullers,’ ‘Knockespock,’ and the ‘Bridge 
of Dye,’ all lying north of the Grampians.

The Burnesses have long borne a high moral 
character. Generation after generation of them, 
for much beyond a century, have been elders in 
the Established and Free Churches of Scotland. 
Although the poet was cut off at a comparatively 
early age, they have been a long-lived race. 
As already remarked his great grandfather at 
Brawliemuir was 87 years of age; his second 
cousin, who has just died at Boghead, was 90; his 
sister, Mrs Begg, was 87; three of his sons reached 
advanced years, the last being 82, and one of his 
daughters was 83; his brother Gilbert was about 
67; and their mother died so recently as 1820, 
aged 88 years. A son of Mrs. Begg’s has been for 
more than fifty years the respected schoolmaster 
of Kinross, and, what is very singular, his two 
immediate predecessors, between them, held the 
same office for a century.

In this humble cottage of the poet’s birth are to 
be found the name of visitors from all parts of the 
habitable globe, very many being from America. 
The late President Lincoln could repeat by heart 
all Burns’ poems, and one of the most graceful 
tributes ever penned to the poet’s memory was 
written more than fifty years ago by an American, 
still living, Fitzgreen Halleck. While Mrs Begg 
lived at Bridgehouse, Ayr, a large number of her 
brother’s admirers waited on her, and whether 
they came singly, in pairs, or in dozens, as they 
often did, she accorded to all a kindly welcome. 
It was an aphorism of Chesterfield’s that the 
manner of speaking is as important as the matter, 
and Burns admitted that he did not perceive half 
the beauty of some of his own productions till he 
heard them repeated by others. On one occasion 
several admirers of the poet happened to meet 
in Mrs Begg’s sitting room. Among those was an 
Englishman, who repeated the lines ‘To Mary in 
Heaven.’ When he had finished, it was observed 
that there was not a dry cheek in the room. At 
another time an English lady and her little daughter 
called, and when they rose to leave, she said to her 
daughter – ‘You are a  little girl, and may be spared 

for many years, and I wish you to remember to 
your last hour that you enjoyed the privilege of 
waiting on the sister of the poet Burns.’ As she 
said this, she stepped backwards out of the little 
room, oblivious of the fact that she had to take a 
step up into the passage, but on rising she merely 
remarked, with the most admirable coolness, 
that ‘there is but one step from the sublime to 
the ridiculous,’ and proceeded with her remarks. 
Perhaps one of the most singular tributes ever 
paid to the power of the poet’s works was by an 
Englishman in very poor circumstances. He had 
read the poems till the desire to visit the Land of 
Burns became uncontrollable. He had not money 
to mee the expenses, but he stole a horse on which 
he visited the localities more especially celebrated 
by the poet, and having thus satisfied his curiosity, 
he gave himself up to the authorities.

An acquaintance illustrates, from his own 
experience, the power of the poet’s works thus:-

‘From the earliest dawn of intelligence I 
delighted in his poems, the lines “To Mary in 
Heaven” and “Man was made to Mourn” being 
especial favourites. When able to herd my father’s 
sheep, a volume of the poems was my daily 
companion. Having read much in other books 
in praise of Shakespeare, I procured a copy of his 
plays and read them carefully, but they did not 
afford a tithe of the satisfaction that Burns’ poems 
did. I am inclined to think that while the former 
may be the favourite of him who is accomplished 
in the learning of the schools, the latter will 
continue to be the unequalled favourite of the 
working, sweating, every-day world. For one who 
cared to read a line of Shakspeare, ten can repeat 
a whole poem of Burns’s. So firm a hold did his 
writings take of my imagination, that I am sure, 
had he and I been born in a heathen country, I 
should have worshipped him. I used to think that 
if I had been empowered to recall three men from 
the dead, the first would have been Burns. I would 
have given all I possessed for a glimpse of his face. 
As I grew up, the grim battle of life did away with 
a good deal of this feeling. Many years after this 
period I happened to be in Glasgow on business, 
and, having one spare day, determined that it 
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should be spent in a run to the Land of Burns. 
Having visited the town of Ayr, the experimental 
farm of Cunning Park, the poet’s native cottage, 
and its surroundings, I wended my way back to 
Ayr, in order to be in good time for the train for 
Glasgow. Entering a baker’s shop, and getting into 
conversation with him, he asked if I had called on 
the poet’s sister. I replied that, not being aware 
that she resided in this part of the country, I had 
not. Finding that, by very sharp walking, it would 
still be possible to accomplish it, I went back, over 
two miles of ground I had trode in the morning, as 
fast as my feet would carry me. On knocking at the 
cottage door, a daughter of Mrs. Begg’s opened it. 
Asking permission to see the poet’s sister, which 
was very cordially granted, I entered. Towards 
the back of the room, facing the front window, 
sat the last surviving sister of the poet, the last 
surviving child of the godly William Burness, by 
this time (1853) upwards of eighty years of age. 
The Burness features were strongly marked in her 
face, which still maintained a highly intelligent 
expression. Behind her on the wall, hung her 
portrait painted life size in oil colours. Thinking 
that I should never have another opportunity of 
comparing them, I embraced this one, and was 
delighted to find the likeness remarkably good. 
On rising to leave, all the feelings of my boyhood 
came back with one overwhelming gush, and I 
fairly broke down.’

Works which produce such feelings set 
criticism at utter defiance. Not a few of Burns’ 
better poems have afforded unmixed pleasure to 
generations past, and they will do the same for 
many generations to come.

(From Editor’s Archives)

CORRECTION
Please note that on page two of the 

cover of the Autumn issue we wrongly stated 
the lady in the photo was the Countess of 
Strathmore. The lady was in fact the Lord 
Lieutenant of Angus, Mrs. Georgina Osborne. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

THE SECRETARY’S 
LAMENT 

Tom Green

The Supper date is fast approachin’
Wi’ duties on oor time encroachin’
If only we could get some slack
We e’en meet oorsel’s comin’ back

Wi’ scratchit heids aneath oor caps 
(We’ve even sent oor speakers maps)
Tae help them wi’ their navigation
Jist sae they’ll hae least aggravation

We’ve got a piper wha’ blaws weel
A’ the Scottish tunes that  mak’ ye feel
Nae maitter whit wey this warl’ turns
Proud tae be a follower o’ Rabbie Burns

We’ve got the tables and the chairs
An’ managed tae heft them up the stairs
A haggis, some tatties and a big neep 
(Just the ane, ‘cause it wasna’ cheap)

We’ve got Poosie Nansie wi’ a tray
The steaming Haggis tae convey
Tae the table wi’ due ceremonial
While we are feelin’ braw and jovial

We’ve got lots o’ drink, that is true
Rangin’ frae whisky tae Irn – Bru
We’ve got the cutlery and the plates
Oor heids like roofs missing slates

We’ve checked on this, checked on that
If ae thing’s been missed I’ll eat my hat
But schemes – e’en best - can go awry
Despite the very best that we can try

Wi’ your guid luck and your best wishes
We’ll be glad it’s time tae dae the dishes
An’ wi’ laughter and sometimes a tear
We’ll be stertin’ sune for the comin’year                   

                   T.A.G. Jan. 2005
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The Lower Bridge of 
Doon

Alloway Ayrshire
By John Skilling

In the middle of the 18th Century two main 
routes ran south from Ayr.  One, from the High 
Street where the Tam o’Shanter pub is now 
situated, ran directly through Alloway Village to 
the front of Burns Cottage and straight on past 
the west side of the Auld ‘Haunted’ Kirk to the 
Auld Brig of Doon - the lowest bridge before the 
sea at Doonfoot.

The other route left Ayr by the Sandgate and 
followed the coast over the sand dunes to the foot 
of the Doon.  It then turned east past Alloway Mill 
and up the north bank of the river past ‘Mungo’s 
Well’ (“Whare Mungo’s mither hang’d hersel”) 
and the south side of Alloway Kirk to the Auld 
Brig o’Doon.

In 1755/56 Robert Burns’s father, William 
Burnes, was paid £50 to make a properly graded 
road, now called Greenfield Avenue, which runs 
from the coast road eastwards parallel to the River 
Doon up to the main road past Burns Cottage.  
The Cottage fue is at the corner of Greenfield 
Avenue and the main road (now the B7024) and 
this is where William Burnes built his cottage in 
1756.

So, what has all this to do with the Lower 
Bridge of Doon?

Well, when Robert Burns was 13 years of age 
and working as the main labourer to his father on 
Mount Oliphant Farm about three miles east of 
Doonfoot, his father-in-law to be, James Armour, 
was building a stone bridge over the river from 
the foot of ‘Greenfield Avenue’ leading directly 
south to Dunure, Maidens (near Shanter Farm) 
and beyond.

When that bridge was rebuilt in 1861 the 
commemorative stone was taken from it and 
secured in the wall of the building on the north 
side of the bridge with the legend:

This bridge of Greenan
Built by

Thos Earl of Cassillis
AD 1772
Masons

Adam Smith & Jas Armour

This tablet became so weather-worn over the 
years that it was decided to carve a facsimile and 
to fix it over the original, so preserving it and 
providing a readable script.  However, before this 
could be done the building itself was thoroughly 
renovated while the owner was away and the 
decorators harled over the memorial stone thus 
totally destroying it.  Quel dommage!

We were shocked and the owner was mortified.  
As Alloway Burns Club were still holding monies 
left over from the 1996 commemoration, it was 
agreed that we would put that towards replacing 
the stone and the owner agreed to make up the 
deficit.

So in September 2006 I contacted Charlie 
Weir of Gateside Farm and Past President of 
Alloway Burns Club, who owns Belston Quarry 
where the stone was cut for James Thom to carve 
the statues of Tam ‘Shanter, Souter Johnnie and 
Nanse Tinnock, now in the Statue House in Burns 
Monument Gardens, Alloway.
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Charlie was glad to give us a suitable slab 
of stone, free gratis, which was transported to 
Culzean Castle Estate where a National Trust for 
Scotland master mason cut and inscribed the 
memorial following the style of the original from 
photos provided by me.  

Our 1996 Committee, the Alloway & 
Doonfoot Community Council, Alloway Burns 
Club and Mr Gillespie, the shop’s owner, all 
agreed on the script and the explanatory plaque 
beneath.

It took just over a year between setting our 
plans in motion and the contractors embedding 
the stone in the pavement at the front of the 
building - now a Spar shop and a very pleasant 
tearoom and restaurant called ‘The Secret Garden’ 
where we all retired for well-earned refreshments 
following this ‘photo-shoot’.

Do visit if you find time to follow my “Auld 
Nick’s View of Alloway”.  It’s on the Internet.

Pictured at the unveiling from left to right: Tom Morrall, Brian Woods, Margaret Morrall, Bill Duncan, 
Jean Innes, John Skilling, Alan Gillespie, Margaret Skilling, Robbie McMahon and Irene Lewis.

————————————

BURNS MONUMENT TRUSTEES BUY BURNS 
MANUSCRIPT

On 15 November 2007 David Hopes of NTS, acting for the Burns Monument Trustees, successfully 
bid for a letter from Robert Burns to John Ballantine (1743-1812). (see Complete Letters P98/99).  The 
letter, written on 20th November 1786, expressed Burns’ intention of going to Edinburgh to arrange 
for the publishing of the second ‘enhanced’ edition of his poems.  Ballantine had offered him money to 
republish his poems but suggested he go to Edinburgh to do this.  Burns turned down his friend’s offer 
of cash but took his advice and left for Edinburgh the following week on 26th November 1786.
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John Ballantine was a merchant and banker in Ayr and an early patron and good friend of the poet.  
In 1786, as Dean of Guild, he was instrumental in having the “New brig of Air” built as a result of which 
he became the dedicatee of Burns’ poem ‘The Brigs of Ayr’ (see Complete Works P244).

Ballantine became Provost of Ayr in 1787 and in 1798 a Royal Charter for the establishment of the 
‘Academy of Air’ was granted on behalf of King George III.  Ballantine was the first Chairman of the Board 
of Directors.  The school, the oldest recorded in Scotland (1233) was the one that Robert Burns attended 
for a short time under the tutelage of John Murdoch.  A portrait (on following page) of John Ballantine 
still hangs in the Memorial Hall of Ayr Academy. John Skilling

IMPORTANT NOTICE
In an effort to reduce our production costs would all future contributors of 

articles and photographs for inclusion in the magazine submit them in the form 
of an attachment to an e-mail, or on a floppy disc (if they have the facility) and 
forward for the attention of Ian at info@solwayoffset.co.uk (our printers) with a 
‘Hard Copy’ to the Editor.
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A HIGHLIGHT FOR 
HORACE

Having recently taken on the cataloguing 
of the contents of our Burns Club Room, I had 
a fleeting thought; it would be lovely to find 
something from the period 1801-1810.

To understand the situation; our club, the 
Greenock Burns Club, was instituted on the 21st 
July 1801 and held the first dinner to celebrate 
Robert Burns’s Birthday on the 29th January 1802. 
Unfortunately, in the 1920’s our first Minute Book 
from that period vanished. We have plenty of 
documentary evidence of our existence then, but 
some other tangible confirmation from that time 
would be wonderful and substantiate our claim to 
be the oldest Burns Club in the world.

On a dreich December day last year (2006) I 
picked a book from the shelf---no 157—of the old 
and outdated inventory--- My cataloguing system 
includes checks for inscriptions:-on the flyleaf, 
written in ink that looks similar to that used by 
Robert Burns himself, these words are written----

 “To Burns Club of Greenock
  From David Colquhoun
 January 1804”
What a wonderful moment!!!!!!! I still can’t 

believe it. The memory thrills me yet!! Now my 
task is to discover who David Colquhoun was (no 
success so far).

Authenticity of the date of the writing can be 
proved, I’m sure. It is not a fake. It’s the stuff of 
dreams!

Published in 1797 this book “The Satires, 
Epistles and Art of Poetry of Horace” translated 
into English verse by William Boscawen Esq. has 
lain unopened for years I think; who wants to 
read Horace anyway? Robert Burns- Yes- ourselves 
doubtful.

Sorry Horace but Hurrah for Greenock Burns 
Club.

Margaret Kane, Vice President of Greenock 
Burns Club  and  Convener of the Club Library 
Committee-15th August 2007

ANGELS BY 
NASMYTH

Fugitive poems by Robert Burns have 
continued to make their appearance, and the 
following impromptu may be interesting, as it is 
not to be found in any of the bard’s published 
poems. The legend runs that Burns was one day 
shown a painting of Nasmyth’s, the subject being 
a group of angels. After gazing on the picture for 
some minutes Burns wrote the following lines in 
pencil on a card, which he stuck in the frame:-

“Ma friend, I’ll gi’e ye some advice,
 Ye’ll tak’ it to unoeevil–
Ne’er try to paint at angels mair,
 But try to paint the Deevil.
To paint an angel’s kittle wark,
 Wi’ Auld Nick there’s less danger;
It’s easy to paint a weel kent face,
 But ne’er sae weel a stranger.”
A mutual friend, fearing the poet’s lines 

might offend the painter, who was not present at 
the time, took the card and put it in his pocket 
as Burns and his other friends were leaving the 
room.

Portrait of John Ballantine referred to
on previous page.

————————
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CALEDONIAN SOCIETY
OF SHEFFIELD

HONORARY LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 
STAN FAULKNER

At the AGM on 17th May, Pearl McNulty 
had a happy presidential duty to perform, 
the award of Honorary Life Membership 

to past President (1992-93) Stan Faulkner in 
recognition of his long service to the Society but 
particularly for his unique erect commanding 
presence in his red jacket with his Grenadier 
Guards’ Company Sergeant Major voice as major 
domo and toastmaster.

Recent back trouble has made it impossible 
for him to march to his own demanding standards 
and so with great regret he felt he must resign. 
Stan, thank you for all you have done including 
the turning of special staffs-of-office for presidents 
and distinguished guests.

In 1982-83 when Mena was President Stan 
was her constant support as consort. Positions 
were reversed in 1992-93 when he was President. 
He will be remembered too for his seemingly 
inexhaustible fund of funny stories. Without his 
contributions events will just not be the same.

His wife, Mena, has written this account of 
Stan’s life.

In 1939 when the 2nd World War broke out 
Stan Faulkner was 16 years of age. He tried to 
join the Army in Harrogate, where he lived. He 
was turned down but told to ‘go and have a walk 
round Woolworth’s’ return and try again. This he 
did and was told to ‘sign here’ and found himself, 
quite soon, on the way to London to become a 
Grenadier Guardsman.

Having been put through military drill he 
was on guard at Buckingham Palace. Then he 
learned tank warfare on the South Downs so 
that when, at last, the struggle with the German 
Army developed, he was ready. He became a tank 

commander and was soon engaged in battle in 
France. A German shell hit his tank, wounding 
Stan and his crew. They were rescued from the 
scene by the Welsh Guards, taken to a field 
hospital where basic treatment was performed, 
preliminary to evacuation to England by sea. By 
the time Stan was brought over, the hospitals in 
Southern England were full so he was admitted to 
the top floor of the Victoria Infirmary in Glasgow. 
I had recently passed my final examination after 
training there as a State Registered Nurse and 
had helped prepare for the wounded coming 
back from the war. Stan who was among them 
was moved on for rehabilitation after nine weeks. 
Later he decided that he would keep in touch. 
Nine months on he was sent back to active service 
and a short time after that we were married. On 
discharge after the war he returned to his home 
in Harrogate. His MacIndoe grandparents had 
moved to Yorkshire from Scotland in search of 
work. He now tried to find work in Harrogate 
but this was difficult as many discharged soldiers 
were in a similar situation. Eventually he applied 
to join the Sheffield Police Force and we moved 
to Sheffield. He was able to do police work for 
about two years before his wounded legs failed to 
stand up to the best so he had to resign. He went 
into business in Sheffied where our three children 
grew up. He trained them until they were ready to 
look further afield for positions for themselves and 
gain further experience.

He was invited to become Toastmaster for 
various clubs and societies around the country. 
He displayed the strict military demeanour from 
his army days, when he was a Company Sergeant 
Major. Recently he has suffered from back and 
leg trouble and as he is unable to march to his 
standards has been compelled to refuse any 
occasion requiring marching. Some societies 
have been kind enough to ask him to remain 
Toastmaster simply organising and accouncing 
people.

Many people have told us that when he finally 
has to resign, they will miss his Toastmaster’s ‘Red 
Jacket’ and his management of formal occasions.

Mena Faulkner
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DUMFRIESIANS AND 
MRS BURNS

Some Unpublished Letters
(Circa 1938)

By R. J. Arnott, M.A.

In May, 1933, the late Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, 
then Prime Minister presided at the 143rd 
anniversary dinner of the Royal Literary Fund, 

and in the course of his speech he read a letter, 
hitherto unpublished, dated Dumfries, August 
30, 1796, making an appeal to the fund on behalf 
of the widow of Robert Burns. It was, commented 
Mr MacDonald, a great letter, and those of them 
who had lived by the pen were very proud of it: it 
told of hard poverty, honest work, and gorgeous 
independence.

That letter was written by my great-great-
grandfather, Thomas White, mathematical master 
in Dumfries Academy and a few days ago, in the 
offices of the fund in Stationers’ Hall, I had the 
interesting experience of handling not only it, but 
other letters and documents connected with the 
appeal, which have never yet been published. Two 
of these were written by John Syme, and two of 
them bear the signature of Mrs Burns.

The Literary Fund was founded in 1790. 
Burns died on July 21st, 1796, and just over a 
month afterwards this application was made, with 
a view to supplementing the fund being raised 
in Dumfries for the benefit of his widow. As Mr 
MacDonald mentioned in his speech, it brought 
forth immediately a generous response from those 
responsible for the administration of the Literary 
Fund at that time. Five years later, the documents 
show, a further grant was made.

This dossier which has been reposing in 
the archives of the fund for so many years, is 
marked “No. 46 Vol 2, Year 1796, 1801. Mrs Jean 
Burns, the widow of Robert Burns the Poet.” The 
documents which it contains are given below with 
their original spelling and punctuation.

First comes a covering letter from John Syme 

to J. Tiffin Stewart, of “Grace Church Street, No. 
13, London,” who presumably was a member of 
the committee of management of the fund:

Dumfries, 30th Aug., 1796.
The inclosed is from Mr T. White teacher of 

Mathematics &c. In this Town, a man of much 
respectability. He was an intimate of the late Bard 
and has testified his regard to his memory. I had the 
pleasure of being one of Burns’ principal intimates 
– from which situation, by his early death, I have 
experienced a dejection & loss that I think cannot be 
repaired. Few, if any, who had not the opportunities 
I have enjoyed, can feel the regret & sorrow at being 
deprived of the conversation & the mind (if I may so 
express myself) of this Genius who, while passion at 
time hurried him into indiscretions unfolded all the 
loveliness of virtue and the strength of intellect.

His poetical powers speak for themselves – but 
the powers of his language & conversation were pre-
eminent – and can live only in the memory of his 
acquaintances.

Mr White has narrated the true circumstances of 
the family, &c.

John Syme
Mr great-great-grandfather’s letter (which 

is endorsed “Widow & Children of Burns the 
Scotch Bard, Oct., 1796) is addressed “To the 
Gentlemen on the Committee for the Literary 
Fund, London,” and is as follows:

Dumfries, Aug. 30th, 1796.
Gentlemen,
Being unacquainted with the laws of your 

benevolent institution, any informality now committed, 
it is presumed, will be pardoned.

To you Gentlemen, this application is made 
in behalf of the widow & children of the late Robert 
Burns.

The improvidence of genius is proverbial; and, to 
the list of men of genius, by whom pecuniary attentions 
have been neglected, the name of Robert Burns must, 
unfortunately for his family, be added.

He has left a widow and five sons: the eldest about 
nine years of age is pursuing the Classics here and is 
deemed, very justly, a boy of extra-ordinary powers; 
the youngest is post-humous – about an hour after 
his father’s body was removed for interment, he was 
born.
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For Mrs Burns, helpless & in debt, the humanity 
of the public is, at present, operating. The sum of about 
£160 is already subscribed; and, it is proposed by Mr 
Burns’ friends and their committee (viz., P. Millar of 
Dalswinton, esqr., Dr Maxwell & John Syme, esqr., 
both of Dumf.) To form another volume of unpublished 
pieces found in his repositories: to this volume his life, 
written by a respectable literary character, is to be pre-
fixed; and, upon the favourable reception of this work 
(the copy-right of his other vols. having been long ago 
sold) and the generosity of the public, his family must 
now depend.

Such are the circumstances in which Mr. Burns 
has left his Partner & his offspring!

It is sufficient for you, Gentlemen, to receive a 
simple narrative of this nature; and, to have pointed 
out real objects for your philanthropy must be the 
apology (for the trouble now given you) of,

Gentlemen, Your obedt. And very humb. servt.,
Ts. White

P.S. – Communications are to be made to Jno. 
Syme, esqr., Dumfries.

An extract from the minutes of the committee 
of the fund, dated October 20th, 1796, is in these 
terms:

Resolved that Twenty-five Pounds be sent to 
the Committee appointed to collect Subscriptions 
for the benefit of the Widow & Children of the late 
Robert Burns, the Scotch Bard; and Mr Stewart is 
requested to remit the Money to the Committee 
at Dumfries.

The grant was acknowledged in the following 
letter to Mr Stewart, written by John Syme, signed 
by Dr Maxwell and John Syme and counter-signed 
by Mrs Burns:

Dumfries, 27th October, 1796
Sir,
Mr Syme one of the acting Trustees for the benefit 

of the late Robert Burns’ family has received your letter 
from London to date 22d curt.–in which you announce 
the sum of Twenty-five pounds sterlg-to have been 
granted by the members of the Literary Fund to the 
Widow & orphans of Mr Burns & authorize Mr Syme 
to draw upon Messrs Stewart & Hall, London, at “a 
few days sight” for the same.

Mr Syme has accordingly drawn on this date 
for said sum pble to David Haig Esqr or order at 5 

days sight & has applied the money in the manner 
intended and in conformity with the desire of your 
most respectable Society.

We beg leave to add our sincere & hearty 
acknowledgements, joined with the expressions of 
gratitude for the Widow and orphans, to the liberal 
& munificent Society which has so nobly noticed their 
situation.

We are Sir,
 With perfect esteem
  Your most obedt hum Servts

Wm. Maxwell
John Syme

Jean Burns

Mr Miller of Dalswinton and Mr M’Murdo of 
this Town are the two other Trustees for managing the 
fund arising from the benevelence of Mr Burns’ friends. 
These gentlemen are not in Dumfries at present so that 
their subscriptions to the written acknowledgement 
cannot be at present obtained. But I hope the signatures 
of Dr Maxwell physician here & myself will prove an 
acceptable attestation. I will endeavour to procure the 
signature of Mrs Burns.

The other part of your letter shall be attended to 
when Mr Miller and M’Murdo come to Dumfries.

J.S.
The next document in the file is an extract 

from the minutes, dated July 9th, 1801:
Resolved that Sir J. B. Burges be requested 

to make some enquiries respecting the Family of 
Burns (the Scotch Bard) and that Mr Mellish be 
empowered to send them Twenty Pounds, should 
it appear necessary.

Sir James Bland Burges, it may be explained, 
was a prominent politician and litterateur. He had 
been M.P. For Helston, Cornwall, and Under-
Secretary of State in the Foreign Department, 
retiring with a baronetcy and the post of Knight 
Marshall of the Royal Household. In 1821 he 
assumed by Royal license the name of Lamb.

The following letter was addressed to him 
at “Tunbridge Wells, Kent. London,” by the Rev. 
Thomas Somerville, D.D., the Scottish divine 
and historian, who had been tutor in the Burges 
family:

Jedburgh, 30 Aug., 1801.
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Mr dear Sir,
I was duly favoured with your letter of 12th July; 

& lost no time in making the inquiries you desire 
concerning the widow & children of Burns.

From the information I have obtained, I am 
warranted to say, that the donation of £25, transmitted 
by the managers of the Literary fund, 1796, to Messrs 
Syme and White for the benefit of Mrs Burns, was 
duely received, and applied to an accumulating fund 
of which Mr Miller of Dalswinton takes the charge, 
and that, in the circumstances of Mrs Burns family, an 
additional donation will be very acceptable to her, and 
a well bestowed charity.

I had the pleasure of a letter from my son at 
the Cape, by the late dispatches. He returned to 
Cape Town after twelve months absence upon a very 
dangerous service in the interior of the country. Of 
further particulars concerning him I shall write you 
soon. I remain with respect and affection – Your most 
Humb. Servant,

Thos. Somerville.
An extract from the minutes of October 15th, 

1801, records a resolution “that the proceedings 
upon the application on behalf of the Family of the 
late Mr Burns, be deferred to the next meeting.”

On November 19th. 1801, it was resolved 
“That Twenty Pounds for the use of the Family of 
the late Mr Burns be sent to the Rev. Dr Somerville; 
and Sir James Bland Burges is requested to transmit 
the money to the Doctor,”

The last document is a receipt in the following 
terms, signed by Mrs Burns, but not in her 
handwriting:

Dumfries, 26 December, 1801.
£20
Received by me Widow of the deceased Robert 

Burns from Sir James Bland Burges Baronet by the 
hands of S. Charters Somerville Esquire the sum of 
Twenty Pounds Sterling being a benefaction from the 
Literary fund transmitted to me for Sir James (a former 
Receipt granted by me for this sum and transmitted to 
Mr Somerville having been lost or destroyed). I of new 
acknowledge the payment as above.

Jean Burns
These records of loyal friendship and ready 

generosity form a chapter in the history both of 
Dumfries and of the Royal Literary Fund that 
redounds to the credit of all concerned. Would 

their most appropriate resting-place not be the 
house in Dumfries where the poet died, where his 
widow received these timely gifts and doubtless 
signed these documents, and where to-day may 
be seen relics of some of those friends who stood 
by her in her hour of need? Perhaps the Dumfries 
Burns Club could persuade the Council of the 
fund to place them there on loan.

LETTERS ON LOAN
TO DUMFRIES

The papers relating to grants made by the 
Royal Literary Fund to the widows of Rober Burns 
in 1796 and 1801 are to be lent by the fund to 
Dumfries, where the poet died. This decision 
was announced by Lord Crawford and Balcarres, 
president, at the annual meeting of the fund at 
Stationers’ Hall, London, E.C., on Wednesday.

Lord Crawford, in moving the adoption of 
the annual report, referred to the loss the fund 
had suffered by the deaths of Lord Ernle, who 
had been a vice-president since 1894; of Sir James 
Barrie, who had been a vice-president since 1899; 
and of Mr Ramsay MacDonald, who had been 
a vice-president since 1934. Recalling that the 
foundation of the fund was in 1790, Lord Crawford 
said that among the early beneficiaries was Mrs 
Burns, the widow of the poet. On two occasions 
her friends applied to the fund for assistance on 
her behalf and on behalf of her children. On each 
occasion assistance was given, and they had now 
decided, in answer to requests which had reached 
them from Dumfries, where the Town Council 
and a private society kept alive the memory of the 
poet, to place the case papers in their custody. 
They were accordingly despatching the registered 
case papers on a long loan to Dumfries, where, he 
thought, they would be of considerable interest. 
It was not the practice of the Royal Literary Fund 
to make announcements about beneficiaries, but 
this case became so well known at the time, and 
so many years had elapsed, that they thought that 
no breach of confidence would be incurred.

————————
Unfortunately the letters on loan were 

returned to the Royal Literary Fund London.
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One of Europes leading sculptors David 
Cornell, whose works are in many important 
collections, including the Royal Collection, has 
used the famous Nasmyth painting of Robert 
Burns as his sensitive inspiration for the official 
250th Commemorative Marble and Bronze busts 
in association with the Robert Burns World 
Federation and Stone Icons Ltd (www.stoneicons.
com).

The busts will be offered as part of the 250th 
birthday celebration and Homecoming Scotland, 
2009 and special arrangements will be made 
for Burnsians affiliated to the Federation to gain 
priority  and beneficial access to the sculptures 
which are produced to the highest art standards 
using traditional methods of hand carving of 
marble, and the lost wax method of bronze 
casting.

For David Cornell (www.davidcornell.com), 
working with Glaswegian Alistair MacDougall, 

250th COMMEMORATIVE MARBLE AND BRONZE BUSTS OF ROBERT BURNS
they will be the heirlooms in 250 years time!

a director of Stone Icons, the challenge was to 
examine the Nasmyth painting and seek out the 
man who conjured up so many sensitive and 
beautiful words and songs, yet could be highly 
critical of hypocrisy.

Like others, Diana, the Princess of Wales for 
instance, or even film star James Dean, Burns 
almost youthful Nasmyth image remains frozen 
in time, and Cornell has captured that.    It is 
one of the few benefits of dying young!   Cornell’s 
marble is the first to be produced of the Bard  
for over 120 years and like marbles and bronzes 
in history they will gain quality from age, into 
possibly hundreds of years in the future.

Whilst there have been monumental 
sculptures of Burns erected in public places 
throughout the world, few hand carved life sized 
marbles and bronzes by noted sculptures exist 
and those that do are in museums; libraries or 
private collections.   
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250th COMMEMORATIVE MARBLE AND BRONZE BUSTS OF ROBERT BURNS
they will be the heirlooms in 250 years time!

One of the last marble sculptures to be 
produced was for Andrew Carnegie in the 1880s 
and he presented it to the Wallace Memorial in 
Stirling before his death.   Carnegie, like others 
including Abraham Lincoln, claimed Burns as 
their favourite poet.  Both could quote extensively 
from the Bard, and did so regularly!

The challenge facing Cornell was to seek 
out what Nasmyth seemed to achieve in his 
painting during that high point of Burns fame 
in Edinburgh after the Kilmarnock Edition was 
published.   This   shot  Burns as a celebrity into 
Edinburgh Society.  Cornell viewed all the public 
monuments of Burns, which, because of their 
scale, almost inevitably are heroic.    Cornell’s 
interpretation is of the gentle poet and song 
writer, who had a huge social conscience.

The 250th Commemorative Sculptures offer 
an opportunity for Burnsians, Scots, and lovers of 
Burns and his works, whether they be collectors, 
patriots or admirers, to cherish Scotland’s most 
famous son, in a tangible way.  It is how family 
heirlooms establish themselves.

The Robert Burns Marble -  Produced in fine 
marble, each one hand carved from the living 
rock.   Marble is an unforgiving material, difficult 
to carve but absolutely satisfying to own.   The 
cool feel of the marble tingles to the touch.   This 
is a very significant sculpture in weight and in 
presence.   Will there be any others?   With hand 
carving skills vanishing almost completely in the 
Western World and the labour involved so great, 
that remains in doubt.  A marble pedestal is 
available as an extra.  

The Robert Burns Bronzes – Two versions 
will be available.   Cast in Scotland by specialists 
in bronze, the “A man’s a man for a’ that” 
version leads the offering; supported by the 
Nasmyth bronze version which includes the 
full historical Burns’ jacket as portrayed in the 
Nasmyth painting.   A marble pedestal is available 
as an extra with both bronzes.

David Cornell has produced many sculptures 
of Europe’s Royal families, and has worked in 

collaboration with Henry Moore; Dali and Pablo 
Picasso.    He studied in the UK and America and 
is a Past President of the Society of Sculptors and 
a Fellow of the Royal British Society of Sculptors.

The costs of the sculptures including vat 
(not applicable for purchases outwith the UK 17 
½ per cent can be deducted) are:   The Robert 
Burns Marble Bust (£3950);   The Robert Burns 
“A man’s a man for a’ that” bronze bust (£3,950);   
The full historical version based on the Naysmith 
portrait (£4,500).   Delivery and insurance within 
the UK and from the UK is extra.

A special discount will be applicable to 
orders made by individual or family members of 
the RBWF, or through officially affiliated Burns 
Clubs throughout the world.  Check for details 
in the advert on the back page of this edition of 
the Chronicle.
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Earlier this year Coldstream Burns Club held their Tweed Bridge Ceremony to commemorate the 
bard’s visit to the town in 1787 when he crossed the border into England for the first time. The writer 
gave the background to the annual event in the Winter 2004 edition  of the Chronicle but this year’s 
ceremony had an additional feature.

Some 12 months earlier the Club’s committee discussed the forthcoming 250th anniversary of  Bur-
ns’ birth and felt that something appropriate should be done to mark the occasion. An interpretion 
board giving the background to the visit and the historic crossing into England met with unanimous 
support.  Initial enquiries revealed that over £3,000 would be required to meet the cost of the project 
and as this was beyond the means of the Club it was assumed that it would probably take around 3years 
to amass the funding in time for the anniversary.

This proved to be a miscalculation because an approach to The Awards for All Scheme funded by the 
Big Lottery and the Heritage Lottery Fund proved extremely fruitful with the award of a £3,500 grant. 
This enabled the work to proceed right away and a Coldstream based company called Osprey Limited 
who specialise in this type product were commissioned to design the board in conjunction with the 
Hon. Secretary and committee members.

It was clear that the project could be completed in time for the 2007 Bridge Ceremony so it was 
decided to hold the inauguration alongside that event.  Over 50 members and guests from neighbou-
ring Clubs gathered on a sunny but extremely windy day in May to witness the ceremony. The board is 
situated on the main road south leaving the town and heading towards the Tweed Bridge into England. 
This is the route taken on the day of the Bridge Ceremony so the first stop that day was to carry out the 

COLDSTREAM BURNS CLUB UNVEILS A 
NEW INTERPRETATION BOARD

Left to right: Piper Duncan Bell, Rob Smith, Chairman- Martin Johstone, Standard Bearer -Jim Davidson, President- John 
Elliot, Secretary -Fred Mitchell Vice-chairman -Piper Rob Bell.
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unveiling of the board. Longstanding Club member, Hon President and former Provost of the town Jim 
Davidson performed the unveiling duties when he commended the Club Committee for their efforts and 
praised the quality of the finished product.

Coldstream Burns Club hope that fellow Burnsians, tourists and other visitors to the town will take 
the time to stop and look at the Board and the story it tells.  It is set in a very scenic spot overlooking the 
majestic Tweed with a wide panorama of the river valley and the Cheviot Hills beyond. It is also conve-
niently positioned beside a lay-by which makes stopping on the main A697 somewhat easier.

 John H. Elliot,
Hon.Secretary

————————————

SUPPORT FOR MENINGITIS FOUNDATION

Left to right: John Haining, now President Robert Burns World Federation; Rita Crowe , Manager, Meningitis Research Founda-
tion, Scotland; Murdo Morrison, Marketing Convenor, RBWF; Cara McKinnon Crawford, Singer and also a leading Colour-
ist Artist; Vivienne Shaw; Bailie Fitzpatrick; Margaret Skilling, now Schools Convenor RBWF; John Skilling, Past President 
RBWF.
 

In the impressive City Chambers of Edinburgh members of the Robert Burns World Federation were 
present in a voluntary capacity to assist the Meningitis Research Foundation Scotland in their ongoing 
fund raising efforts.

The Burns Supper was chaired by Murdo Morrison, John Haining delivered the Immortal Memory, 
and the dual act of John and Margaret Skilling was greatly enjoyed as the audience heard the Toast “The 
Lasses” and the reply.

The audience also took part in an auction with a variety of items available and the evening generated 
a healthy sum for the Foundation.

There is a continuing requirement to make information available especially to parents in alerting 
them to the dangers of meningitis and septicaemia.  Research is necessary but very expensive.
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MAYBOLE ST. CHRISPIN’S BURNS CLUB
Federation President, John Haining and President of Ayr Burns Club, Margaret Morrall pictured 

with David Kiltie and Club Members. The Club Number 369 on the role of the Burns Federation 
was instituted in 1896 and Federated in 1928. Photograph taken at their re-affiliation, 5th November, 
2007.

RUSSIAN PRIZE WINNERS VISIT BURNS 
COUNTRY

Schools Convener Margaret Skilling pictured outside the Burns Monument, Mauchline with the 
Russian Prize Winners during their tour of the Burns Country. From left to right: Grigory Illyashenko, 
Margaret, Alyona Blinova and Andrey Filin. Olesya Matakova (1st Prize Winner) was indisposed when 
the photograph was taken.

————————————
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Homecoming Scotland aims to motivate 
people of Scottish descent, as well as those 
who simply love Scotland, to come home 
in 2009 and take part in an inspirational 
celebration of our culture, heritage and the 
many great contributions Scotland has given 
the world.

From Burns Night to St Andrews Day 2009, 
Homecoming Scotland will present a programme 
of exciting events and activities across the country 
and throughout the year that will inspire pride in 
Scots at home and abroad and provide a range of 
compelling reasons to encourage our extended 
family to come home.

Why 2009? Because it marks the 250th birth 
anniversary of Scots cultural icon, our national 
poet Robert Burns, whose timeless message of 
friendship and ‘Auld Lang Syne’ lives on and 
continues to unite people the world over.

The year long programme will be designed to 
celebrate some of Scotland’s great contributions 
to the world and its unique position as the home 
of Burns, Golf, Whisky, The Enlightenment and 
Innovation, and of course as the ancestral home 
of those of Scots descent worldwide. The main 
objective is to develop economic growth for 
Scotland by generating additional tourism visits, 
with a particular emphasis on engagement with 
the Scottish Diaspora.

Homecoming Scotland is a Scottish 
Government initiative managed by EventScotland 
in partnership with VisitScotland.

THEMED EVENTS 
PROGRAMME

The Themed Events Programme provides a 
one-off, special funding opportunity for event 

organisers to access awards of between £5,000 
and £50,000 to create or enhance event activity 
in 2009 that reflects the themes and supports the 
objectives of Homecoming Scotland.

The objective of the Themed Events 
Programme is to develop a strong portfolio of 
activity for 2009 that will:
■ Deliver additional tourism visits and revenue 

for Scotland.
■ Engage with and motivate the Scottish 

Diaspora.
■ Celebrate Scotland’s outstanding 

contributions to the world
■ Promote pride amongst Scots at home and 

abroad.

The programme design will be driven by 
the central Homecoming theme, reflect our 
culture and heritage and be guided by the 
following ‘pillars’:
■ Robert Burns, Scotland’s National Poet
■ Scottish Ancestry
■ Whisky
■ Golf
■ Innovation & The Scottish Enlightenment

In addition to the Themed Events 
Programme, Homecoming Scotland 2009 will 
feature a number of Signature Events specifically 
commissioned for 2009, a Rolling Programme of 
year-round activity, a range of Partner Events and 
a dedicated UK and international marketing and 
communications programme. More information 
will be available as the programme develops on 
www.homecomingscotland.com

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applications will be assessed on their 
demonstrated ability to reflect the above stated 
Homecoming Scotland objectives and themes, 
and against the eligibility criteria outlined below:

■	 Events must take place in Scotland during 
2009 between 25th January and 30th 
November (inclusive).

Themed Events
Programme

Homecoming Scotland aims to motivate

people of Scottish descent, as well as

those who simply love Scotland, to come

home in 2009 and take part in an inspira-

tional celebration of our culture, heritage

and the many great contributions

Scotland has given the world.

From Burns Night to St Andrews Day 2009, Homecoming
Scotland will present a programme of exciting events
and activities across the country and throughout the year
that will inspire pride in Scots at home and abroad and
provide a range of compelling reasons to encourage our
extended family to come home.  

Why 2009? Because it marks the 250th birth anniversary
of Scots cultural icon, our national poet Robert Burns,
whose timeless message of friendship and ‘Auld Lang
Syne’ lives on and continues to unite people the 
world over.  

The year long programme will be designed to celebrate
some of Scotland’s great contributions to the world and
its unique position as the home of Burns, Golf, Whisky,
The Enlightenment and Innovation, and of course as the
ancestral home of those of Scots descent worldwide. 
The main objective is to develop economic growth for
Scotland by generating additional tourism visits, 
with a particular emphasis on engagement with the
Scottish Diaspora.

Homecoming Scotland is a Scottish Government 
initiative managed by EventScotland in partnership 
with VisitScotland.
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■	 Applications must be made by a legally 
constituted organisation.

■	 Both new and existing events can apply. 
Applications must demonstrate that the funds 
applied for will develop new, special activity 
for 2009.

■	 Existing events must demonstrate their 
capacity to further develop and grow in terms 
of audience/participant numbers and impact 
in 2009.

■	 The level of grant applied for must be 
supported by a clear business case that 
justifies the request.

■	 All applications must demonstrate a robust 
means for measuring event outcomes, in 
particular tourism additionallity and 
engagement with the Scottish Diaspora.

■	 All applications must have the support of the 
relevant Local Authority and other appropriate 
agencies/partners/organisations.

■	 It is not intended that an award from 
Homecoming Scotland will provide the 
majority of funding for any Supported Event. 
Applicants are therefore required to secure 
additional event income from alternative 
sources.

■	 Homecoming Scotland cannot offer 
replacement funding, e.g. to fill a budget gap 
created by the withdrawal of another funding 
source.

■	 Funding available through Homecoming 
Scotland is distinct from funding currently 
available through EventScotland’s Regional 
and International Programmes which are 
targeted at supporting the long-term strategic 
growth and development of events.

■	 Organisations applying to Homecoming 
Scotland may also, where appropriate, apply 
to EventScotland’s Regional and International 
Programmes. More information at www.
eventscotland.org / 0131 472 2313.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
All applications will be considered by a panel 

including representatives from Homecoming 
Scotland, EventScotland, VisitScotland and other 
partners.

To ensure a transparent and consistent 
evaluation process, criteria have been established 
that reflect the objectives of the Homecoming 
Scotland Themed Events Programme. All 
applications will be considered against these 
criteria with assessments weighted to favour 
those events that best deliver on the programme 
objectives.

Key Evaluation Criteria
Degree of relevance
■	 How well the proposed event/activity fits with 

the theme of Homecoming and at least one of 
the identified Homecoming pillars.

Event management, experience, planning
and financial viability
■	 Level of event management experience of 

the organising group, their proven ability 
to deliver and their knowledge of the target 
audience.

■	 Viability of the event business plan, including; 
concept, budget, marketing plan and available 
tourism capacity.

■	 Level and source of additional funding secured 
(private and public).

■	 Proposed use of Homecoming Scotland funds 
within the overall event budget, i.e. how the 
award will develop the event in line with 
Homecoming Scotland aims & objectives.

Tourism benefits
■	 Degree to which the event will generate 

additional tourism visits to Scotland and 
engage the Scottish Diaspora during 2009.

■	 Degree to which the event will stimulate 
tourism outwith existing peak periods.

■	 Degree to which the event can attract visitors 
to regions of Scotland with available capacity 
(i.e. enhance the spread of tourism throughout 
the country).

Event benefits
■	 Degree of local and national support for the 

event.
■	 Anticipated economic impact of the event at 

local and national levels.
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■	 Anticipated national and international profile/ 
coverage for the event.

■	 Positive legacy of the event beyond 2009.
■	 Sustainability of the event beyond 2009.
■	 Impact of the event on the environment.
■	 Ability to secure calendar date(s) that do not 

clash/compete with existing or planned local/
national events.

Application Process
After reading the guidelines and prior to 

submitting an application, all organisations 
wishing to apply must contact the Homecoming 
Scotland Programme & Funding Manager to 
discuss their project (contact details below).

Application forms and further information 
are available to download from: www.
homecomingscotland.com or they can be 
requested from the Homecoming Scotland team.

Please complete your application in type 
using a computer; each text box expands as you 
type the required information.

Successful applicants will be required to 
sign a formal contract that will include agreed 
key performance indicators and details of the 
payment schedule before funding is provided. 
The final instalment will be made on receipt of 
a post-event report. Successful applicants will 
also be required to acknowledge Homecoming 
Scotland in all publicity relating to the event.

Application Deadline
The deadline for applications is: Midday, 

Tuesday 26th February 2008. Decisions will be 
announced on Friday 11th April 2008.

Further Information
For further information and to discuss your 

application please contact:
Torquil Macleod, Programme & Funding 

Manager, Homecoming Scotland, EventScotland,  
5th Floor, Ocean Point One, 94 Ocean Drive, 
EDINBURGH. EH6 6JH. Tel: 0131 472 2408 
Email:
torquil.macleod@homecomingscotland.com

WELCOME TO
JOHN HAINING

Frae New Cumnock in auld Scotia’s west,
Comes oor Chief, oor fiere, oor honoured guest.
Wi’ a traditional welcome gien at oor behest,
You come among us.
Here are nae strangers, only freens you hinna met;
Without ony fuss.

Clubs o’ Fauldhouse wi’ Crofthead, Mauchline an’ 
Kilbryde,
A’ Burns clubs that you hae served wi’ pride.
President o’ Lanarkshire wi’ clubs spread far an’ 
wide,
You serve Burns right.
Spreading the word, extolling his name on every side,
Keeping his star bright.

Ower Ralston’s rolling hills you’ve gowff’d mony a 
tee.
Do you gowffers o’ the global game hae the key?
To Robbie’s dream; that a’ men shall brothers be,
Ower a’ the earth.
When men the world ower shall bear the gree,
An’ show their worth.

President o’ the World Federation, one o’ the chosen 
few,
We Burnsians o’ Cupar salute and honour you.
John Haining you hae oor thoughts an’ guid wishes 
too,
Robbie would be proud.
Burnsians ower a’ the earth will share our view,
Shout his name aloud.

Craig Rodger.  
Cupar Burns Club Bard.
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From the writer of the 
MOTHER OF ALL 

THE PEOPLES
&

FIVE POUND AND 
TWA BAIRNS

A New Scottish Musical Play
by Mike Gibb

Music by Kevin Walsh

No woman ever shunned Robert Burns’ 
advances

….until he met Clarinda

“Clarinda” not only tells the fascinating 
story of Nancy McLehose and of her four-year 
platonic love affair with Robert Burns, that led 
to the exchange of the famous Clarinda and 
Sylvander letters and inspired the poet to write 
“Ae Fond Kiss”, but also looks at the life of 
Scotland’s National Bard from a very different 
angle.

But in addition, “Clarinda” has many other 
interesting features

• “Clarinda” will enjoy it’s world premiere on 
Burns Night, 25 January 2008 in Edinburgh, 
the city where the couple met

• “Clarinda” will be the first musical on the life 
of Robert Burns to be staged in Scotland

• “Clarinda” will launch the Nancy McLehose 
Memorial Year, celebrating the 250th 
anniversary of her birth in 1758

• The first ever production of “Clarinda” will be 
in the Netherbow Theatre, part of the Scottish 
Storytelling Centre in John Knox House on 
Edinburgh’s Royal Mile. This venue is 400 
yards from Canongate Cemetery where Nancy 

is buried and where a plaque is erected in her 
memory and close to Calton Hill where she 
lived most of her life.

• As part of a Scottish tour, “Clarinda” will be 
performed at St Andrews In The Square in 
Glasgow, which was formerly a Church where 
Nancy McLehose was married in 1776

“Clarinda” was performed, to considerable 
critical praise, as a showcase of music at the “Burns  
an’ a’ that Festival” in Ayr in May 2006 but this is 
the first full scale stage production. It will have an 
all-star Scottish cast including two actors who in 
recent times have appeared in starring roles in Les 
Miserables in London’s West End. 

After it’s Edinburgh debut the production will 
tour Glasgow, Cumbernauld, St Andrews (Byre) 
and Aberdeen while interest has been expressed 
in the work by the New End Theatre in London, 
DaPoPo Theatre in Halifax, Nova Scotia and a 
theatre in Vienna.

The musical play has been written by Mike 
Gibb whose previous works include “A Land Fit 
For Heroes”, “Mother of All the Peoples” (which 
in March 2007 became the first ever musical to be 
performed in the Scottish Parliament in Holyrood),  
“Five Pound And Twa Bairns” (which was most 
recently performed in June 2007 at Dundee REP) 
and “Sunday Mornings On Dundee Law” (which 
premiered in May 2007 at the Byre Theatre, St 
Andrews).

The music is by Celtic composer Kevin Walsh 
who released a highly acclaimed solo album 
“Clarinda’s Reply” in 2006

For further information, photographs or a 
demo of music from the show contact Mike Gibb 
on 01224 313113/ 07903 463163 or by email at 
info@hamepages.com. You might also like to visit 
the web sites at www.hamepages.com and www.
clarindathemusical.com 

“Mike has mined our history and moulded it 
to attract audiences who might otherwise remain 
untouched” MICHAEL RUSSELL, THE HERALD
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ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION
MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DUMFRIES 17th NOVEMBER, 2007
CHIEF EXECUTIVES REPORT:
Meetings/Events:
 1) Burns Festival Co. (Burns an’ a’ that)
2007 Festival Evaluation – John Lennon, Moffat Centre for Travel and Tourism gave a presentation on 
the key findings of the 2007 Festival evaluation.  Key issues/opportunities raised included:
- earlier marketing and PR for Festival
- marketing specifically in airports with routes into Prestwick
- development of packages with hoteliers
- continue to seek opportunities for over branding of events e.g. racecourse
- Street banners up earlier and for a longer period. 

Festival Activity – A number of projects have been identified to give the Festival more Burns/Traditional 
Scottish events.
Festival Director Recruitment – Closing date for applications – 8 October with interviews 31 October
Robert Burns Humanitarian Award – Event Scotland will manage this event to raise the profile of the 
award. 
Production Company Selection – Liz Hobbs Agency was the Company chosen.
2) Burnsong Launch – 2/10/2007 – National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh

This was launched by Michael Russell MSP – Minister for Environment who announced the winners 
of The Gathering National Song writing Competition.  Midge Ure was also unveiled as the Patron for 
Burnsong.

During this event I spoke to the Minister and he offered to host a Federation event early next year at 
the Scottish Parliament. This would be used to promote the RBWF and encourage membership within 
the ranks of the Scottish Government.  Michael Russell is already a member. 

I also met Dick Mungin, Director of The Scotland Funds, which is a Charity set up to fund projects 
within Scotland.  Their mission is to build a Global network of influence among the Scots Diaspora 
beginning in North America but reaching out to people of Scots descent throughout the world.  Jim 
Mather MSP – Minister for Enterprise, Energy and Tourism was attending a number of events organised 
by The Scotland Funds in Canada. Contacts were provided to Dick with the suggestion that May 
Crawley and representatives from Vancouver Burns Club should be invited to the events in Toronto and 
Vancouver. This was agreed but unfortunately May received her invitation on the day of the event and 
she already had commitments for that date.
3) Alistair MacDougall – Stone Icons – Murdo Morrison, John Haining and I met with Alistair 
MacDougall to discuss agreement with his Company and the Federation. The Company – Stone Icons 
– are producing A 250th Robert Burns Commemorative Sculpture project. A limited art edition of 
Bronze Sculptures and an unspecified number of marble sculptures will be produced.  The Federation 
will receive £75 for each Sculpture and will also receive three finished Marble or Bronze sculptures for 
presentation purposes. A Memorandum of Agreement has been signed. (See pages 22, 23)
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4) Professor Ted Cowan – University of Glasgow, Crichton Campus – 17/10/2007, Crichton Campus 
Discussed joint venture for 2009 i.e. short Summer School ( Wednesday – Saturday) with large event 
on Friday evening at Easterbrook Hall. This would take place in July around the dates of Brow Well 
service.
5) Victoria Russell – VR Management & Rachel McCallum,  Scottish Enterprise Ayrshire – President 
John Haining, Margaret Craig and I met with Vicki who’s Agency has been appointed by Scottish 
Enterprise Ayrshire to provide a feasibility study for a number of projects taking place in 2009.  This is 
an ongoing project.  
6) Edinburgh – Prof. David Purdie, Edinburgh Burns Club has offered to  organise the seminars for 
the 2009 Conference in Edinburgh.  Prof. Purdie will also use his contacts within the Council to secure 
civic hospitality for Friday evening. 
Homecoming Scotland Advisory Board Meeting – A.m. 24 October - Visit Scotland, Ocean Point, 
Edinburgh
Jim Mather, Minister for Enterprise, Energy & Tourism addressed the Board.  The management of the 
Project is now within the remit of Event Scotland.  Alison McRae Homecoming Scotland’s Project 
Manager is on sick leave and looks unlikely to return to the project. 
Marie Christie, Event Scotland, has been appointed Interim Project Director.  The budget has still to 
be ratified; however the indicated budget is £5m (Scottish Government) with a further leverage of £5m 
from partnerships/sponsors.
It appears that there will be 3 – 5 Homecoming Scotland signature events with 20 – 30 supported 
events. 
Burns Festival Board
P.m. 24 October – Visit Scotland, Ocean Point, Edinburgh – A Pre-meeting with Scottish Government 
representatives took place and Jim Reid, Chairman outlined the purpose of the meeting was to provide 
details on:-
a) Festival Director Appointment (Short leet interviews on 31 October)
b) Production Company Appointment (Liz Hobbs Agency)
c) Development of Programme
d) Humanitarian Award

Liz Hobbs presented the key components of the Festival to date, main programme, festival club, fishing 
event, tapestry.

Events attended
a) 9th November - Glasgow & District Burns Association 100th Anniversary – Glasgow City 
Chambers
b) 10th November - Cupar Burns Club, President’s Evening

Correspondence – St Giles Cathedral – Festival of St Andrew – 2nd December at 11.30am.  Assembly 
and robing between 10.30 and 11am in the Signet Library.
Thomas Wagner- Ladysmith & District Historical Society – Canada has found a Burns Federation 
Membership certificate dated 1925.  information was provided re. original Members and it appears that 
some of their relatives still live in the town.  Suggested that the Club is resurrected.

Shirley Bell
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MARKETING 
COMMITTEE

1 Bruce Crystals Promotions.  Mr Bob 
Burgess had been invited to give a presentation 
on behalf of his business..  He presented a range 
of products  with, or could be adapted to,a 
Burns theme.The suggestion is that items could 
be selected and submitted to the Federation for 
approval.  The approved items would then be 
merchandised by Bruce Crystals Promotions with 
an agreed percentage return for the Federation.  
They would aim to operate at a Retail Sales 
level for maximum return and various outlets 
had been identified and were described.  It was 
suggested that the “big hit” period should be 
December 2008/January 2009.  Discussions had 
also taken place in regard to a commemorative 
medal for 2009. Based on a minimum quantity 
of 1000 (reflecting the numbers that had been 
sold during the bi-centenary year) the cost to 
the Federation would be £7.50 each and could 
be sold via the Federation for £15.00   The cost 
would include the Medal, the ribbon, Bar and 
clasp and a box with the Federation logo inside 
the lid. This was to be recommended to the 
Board for approval.
 2. Busts of Burns by the Stone Icons 
Company.
Shirley and Murdo and President John Haining 
had had discussions with Alistair Macdougall 
regarding production of this item for 2009.  
These would be life size and one would be 
(a)  from Marble and (b) the other from Bronze.  
Stone Icons would undertake the Merchandising 
and there would be no cost to the Federation 
The Federation would receive  £75 for each 
bust sold and there was also a guarantee of a 
minimum payment of £3000.  The cost of the 
Busts would be £3000 each.   Three free busts 
would be donated to the Federation .  (See pages 
22, 23)
3. Flyer to encourage membership. There 
was considerable discussion on this item and 
members were invited to e mail Murdo with 
suggestions and use the existing application 
form as a starting point.

4. Information Pack. This matter was also 
discussed and it was decided that this should be 
moved forward with Murdo and Angus meeting 
up with Walter Finlay of Business Gateway , 
Kilmarnock to discuss this and decide on the 
shape and format.
5. Communications. It was agreed that 
publication of the minutes of the Executive 
meetings in the Burns Chronicle would enhance 
communications.  Including them on the Web 
site would also inform everyone as to what was 
going on.
6. Publicity (Press coverage) Convenor Murdo 
Morrison with Schools Convenor Margaret 
Skilling had made contact with a photographer 
who was attending Schools competitions, taking 
photographs and supplying them direct to 
Newspapers.  This was proving to be a good 
method of ensuring publicity.  The committee 
were in agreement that it was essential for local 
Burns Clubs to get reports in to their local 
newspapers.
7. Motillism. A Mr Kenny MacMillan had 
produced a portrait of Robert Burns using 
this new technique.  This involves getting a 
picture which from a short distance away is a 
reproduction of a Robert Burns picture but on 
very close inspection the picture is made up of 
words from the poetry of Robert. Burns.   The 
web site for this is www.motillism.com
8. Burns Bard Board Game. Contact had 
been made with Mr McArdle and the necessary 
corrections were in hand to the cards and other 
information containing errors.  Mr McArdle had 
enquired as to whether the Federation might be 
interested in using the Board game to promote 
a competition on a district basis.    This matter 
would be reviewed and Murdo was asked to 
undertake this.
9. Federation Web Site. This needs to be 
updated now and requires continuing action to 
ensure that it is as fresh as possible.  With the 
advice of Kevin Thompson it should be inter 
active and a vehicle for mem bership.   Kevin 
agreed to e mail suggestions on this to marketing 
committee members and will also assist with the 
setting up of a marketing web site.

Murdo Morrison
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SCHOOLS’ REPORT
We are pleased to welcome two new members 

to our Committee – May Ross, Milgavnie & Eva 
Stubbs, Annan. Unfortunately Tom McIlwraith is 
in hospital again, but the Committee were able 
to admire the new trophy for Primary Schools’ 
Team Singing, which he has generously gifted. 
Jobs were allocated and agreed for the year. 
Schedules for our Schools Competitions have 
been updated and a few printed.  However how 
schools learn of our Competitions and obtain 
our Application Form to apply for certificates 
has been changed.   As a result of our Chief 
Executive’s links with Learning and Teaching 
Scotland, we have arranged that instead of all 
Scottish schools receiving our Schedules by post, 
they will be able to download them from LTS’s 
website. LTS have also agreed that notification 
will appear on their printed newsletters and 
broadsheets as well as appearing in the Times 
Educational Supplement On 6th October updated 
certificates were presented to the 3 winners of 
our externally judged Writing Competition run 
in partnership with the Association for Scottish 
Literary Studies at Strathclyde University.  The 
winners were students from Queensferry High 
School, Dumbarton Academy and Garnock 
Academy, Ayrshire.  The total number of entries 
this year at 35 is the highest figure to date for this 
competition.

This year our Festivals will take place as 
follows: Secondary Festival - 26 April 2008  
at Inverclyde Academy, Greenock. Primary 
Festival - 10th May 2008 at Inverclyde Academy, 
Greenock. Choral Festival - 17th May 2008 at 
Motherwell Civic Centre. 

This year there will be lunches served in the 
school dining hall for parents and friends as well as 
competitors, stewards and guests. Eleven Scottish 
District Co-ordinators have been given Festival 
Entry Forms to return by Monday 31st March 
2008.  They were requested to draw the attention 
of schools to the new section for Bagpiping, 
which is now separate from Instrumental Music.  
The Set Piece for the PS Choral Festival this year 
is ‘Flow Gently Sweet Afton’ from the Federation’s 
Song Book.  

Material has been sent to the Webmaster to 
update the Competitions and Festivals sections 
appearing under the Schools heading. A letter has 
been received from the teacher at Conon Bridge PS 
asking for more speeches and jokes, which could 
be used at the school’s Burns Supper in January 
and praising May Hyslop and the Convener for all 
the help they had given last year. 

Anne Gaw has been involved with keen 
Primary School staff at the newly built Dalry 
Primary School who wanted Burns verses written 
on an internal wall just inside the school entrance.   
The verses selected were taken from ‘A Man’s a 
Man’ with, alongside, Scottish pronunciation and 
English meanings of words provided by Anne. 

Bob Stewart drew the Committee’s attention 
to an article in the Dundee Courier that informed 
that the RNLI would be holding a “Speak our 
Scots for a day” in all schools on the 25th January 
2008.

Margaret Skilling

CONFERENCE
The conference in Winnipeg was well 

represented by delegates from the U.K., this greatly 
assisted towards the success of the weekend. 
There was a great atmosphere and as many said it 
was an ideal opportunity to meet other Burnsians 
from America and Canada. Trips etc. were a great 
variation and different from what we have to 
offer in this country  One of the main highlights 
was the display on the Saturday evening by the 
Ukrainian Dancers. An ideal finish to the official 
part of the weekend before the wreath laying was 
the mini pipe band playing Highland Cathedral 
at the conclusion of the service in Knox Church. 
The social Weekend at Carlisle proved successful 
and an ideal opportunity to meet and welcome 
our new World President. We now look forward 
to the 2008 Conference to be held from 5th to 
7th September at the Holiday Inn, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, just north of Newcastle at the 
A19/A1 junction. This is a modern hotel purpose 
built for conferences, it has a leisure centre. The 
cost for the weekend if £175 per person sharing 
a room.  There will be a limited number of single 
rooms at a supplement. Letters and application 
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forms will be sent out at the beginning of next 
year. Our intentions are to conclude the weekend 
with an in-house Service of Worship on the 
Sunday Morning,

Harry McGuffog

FINANCE
I confirm that I have examined the accounts to 

trial balance at 14th November and I am pleased 
to report that all of our current investments 
remain intact and as stated in The Annual Report 
presented to Conference in Winnipeg.  The 
conference account to date shows a surplus 
of £1686.  The unexpected and well reported 
incident at Leglen Wood has to date cost £9,764 
however I am delighted to report that many clubs 
and a substantial number of individual members 
have answered the call for support and that the 
magnificent sum of £4,362 has been donated 
so far. 

Turning now to income generated during the 
current financial year together with outgoings 
during that period, it should be noted that the 
outlook is brighter, given that sales of goods will 
escalate from now on with the build up to the 
Burns season and of course subscriptions will 
start to come in from Clubs and from you, the 
members.  We must be mindful of and grateful 
for the grant given us by the Scottish Parliament 
of £20,000, which is scheduled to arrive in 
January.  Also, a   sponsor has been identified to 
fund the costs of our Schools Competitions.  I 
must however report that income from all sources 
from 1st May amounted to £12,114.61 while 
expenditure has been £53,057.01.  This in effect 
means that the cost of running the company has 
been £40,942.40.

Walter N. Watson,
Financial Director.  

CANADIAN REPORT
Thanks to all who made the long journey 

to Canada for the Winnipeg Conference. Your 
attendance  helped make the Conference a 
tremendous success and, from all reports,you 
felt that it had been well worth the journey. 
Thank you on behalf of all of us in North 

America in general and, in particular, from 
the members of the Winnipeg Burns Club. 
We look forward to seeing several of you next year 
at the R.B.A.N.A Conference which will be hosted 
by the Heather & Thistle Society Burns Club, 
Houston,Texas see pages 37 to 39.

We thoroughly enjoyed the Carlisle event--
excellent seminar, good food and fellowship and 
the weather was ideal. Many thanks to Harry 
and all members of the Conference Committee. 
On a personal note, prior to going to Carlisle,Alex 
and I visited the Rozelle House Galleries in Ayr, 
to view the Goudie Exhibit. His Tam O’Shanter 
paintings-’A Tale Told in Pictures’-are well worth 
seeing.

May Crawley

PACIFIC RIM 
The Robert Burns Association of Australia 

and the Western Pacific held their AGM in 
Melbourne on the 5th 6th and 7th October.  The 
meeting and conference was very successful with 
members from the Fremantle Burns Club, the 
Robert Burns Club of Melbourne, Bendigo Burns 
Club, Canberra Highland Society Burns Club 
and the Robert Burns Society of South Australia 
in attendance. Saturday 6th October – AGM 
Amendments to our constitution were rectified. 
After some discussion it was voted unanimously 
to change the name from the Robert Burns 
Association of Australia and Western Pacific to 
the Robert Burns Association Pacific Rim. As we 
are trying to attract membership from outwith 
Australia it was decided that the previous name 
was Australian. 

Uilleam Tait (Melbourne) was installed as our 
new President, Jim Young (South Australia) Senior 
Vice President and Mike Lynch (Melbourne), 
Junior Vice President.

In conclusion, I, as the director of the Pacific 
Rim, would like to extend my sincere thanks to 
all the clubs within our Australian association for 
their support. 

Yours Aye, James O’Lone
Director Pacific Rim

LITERATURE AND HERITAGE REPORTS 
ON PAGE 44.
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CAN YOU HELP?
USED FOREIGN AND BRITISH POSTAGE 

STAMPS REQUIRED FOR SALE FOR
FEDERATION FUNDS.

OLD POSTCARDS ARE ALSO ACCEPTABLE, FORWARD TO THE EDITOR.

SANG FOR THE WINNIPEG BURNS CLUB
(Composed by Jim Shields)

AGM complete… the Talking done
Time for us tae hae some fun
So tae the Conference Centre we did go

Delightful meal, delightful wine
Back to The Fairmont, wi’ the lass o’ mine
Jim Corrigan said he’d pit oan a wee show

The nicht wis great, we a’ took turns
Wi’ poems and sangs by Rabbie Burns
A richt guid nicht wis haad by ane and a’

So here’s toast richt frae my hert
Here’s tae the movement, o’ which we’re part
And tae the man we lo’e… tae Rabbie Burns
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2008 Robert Burns Cruise
and RBANA AGM and Conference

March 3rd for Five Nights
From Galveston, Texas to Progreso and Cozumel, Mexico

Aboard the Carnival cruise ship “Ecstasy”

Current rates; Main Deck

Double occupancy; Outside cabin; $496.99 U.S. per person

      Double occupancy; Inside cabin;   $466.99 U.S. per person

All meals, gratuities, taxes and government fees included
Only alcoholic beverages and side-trips extra

RBANA Conference no fee payable
Includes Burns sessions and two dinners

Registration and/or questions; e-mail preferred, to Jack Hume
johnhume2@peoplepc.com

713-665-1431 home or 713-882-7763 cell

Travel: reservations and/or travel questions, e-mail preferred, 
to Maureen Dixon

Day 1, Monday, Board ship at Galveston, Texas, between 1.30 pm and 3.30 pm. Ship heading for Old 
Mexico, sailing at 4.00 pm. Meet and greet old and new friends 6.30/7.45 Cocktail Lounge. Dinner, 
Seating places will be noted 8.00pm  Dining Room. On your cabin documents. Day 2, Tuesday, Sailing 
the beautiful blue waters of the Gulf of Mexico. RBANA Registration 9.00am/11.00am Conference room. 
RBANA Executive Meeting 10.00 am Library. RBANA Annual General Meeting 2.00 pm Conference 
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Room. Welcome to Delegates; Dr. Robert Boyd, 6.00pm Cocktail Lounge. Chieftain, Heather and Thistle 
Society. Ceilidh, hootenanny, goasuplease, to follow Dinner; Assigned Seating 8.00pm Dining Room. 
Day 3, Wednesday, Enjoy the sights and sounds of Progreso. Visit www.carnival.com/shoreexcursions 
for more information. Golf option at LaCeibh Country Club, $140.00, includes to and fro travel; $35.00 
clubs rental. Note that Ship leaves Progreso, sharp; 3.00 pm wowu. This is our RBANA Gala Evening, 
6.30 pm Cocktail Lounge. Black-Tie Formal, [Highland Dress] Dinner; Assigned Seating 8.00pm            
Dining Room. Day 4, Thursday, Enjoy the shops, restaurants and cantinas of Cozumel. Visit www.
carnival.com/shoreexcursions for more information. Consider golf option at Cozumel Country Club. 
$155.00, includes to and fro travel; $35.00 clubs rental. Note that ship leaves Cozumel, sharp end 
first   4.00 pm wowu. Dinner; Assigned Seating 8.00pm Dining Room. Day 5, Friday,  Back at sea today, 
Sailing toward Galveston, Texas Seminar 1, 9.00am: Seminar 2, 10.30 am Conference room. Dr. Jim 
Connor Memorial Quiz 1.30pm . Seminar 3 3.00 pm. Dinner; Assigned Seating 8.00pm Dining Room 
With presentation of trophies. Day 6, Saturday, Docked in Galveston 8.00 am. Departure time from 
“ECSTASY” based on travel needs.
                                          

Further information to make your cruise more enjoyable
The schedule of RBANA events, while fulfilling established standards will allow enjoyment of some other 
pleasures of the cruise.
Shipboard routine  
Each evening in your room you will receive a newsletter from the cruise director. This will let you know 
of all shipboard activities scheduled for the next day; activities include but are not limited to; On board 
duty free shopping, Stage shows, Captain’s cocktail party, Wine tastings, Cooking demonstrations, 
Kitchen tours, Shopping information, Bingo, Deck parties, Swimming and sunbathing, Health club, 
Group walking, Massage therapy, Art appreciation and auctions, Hot tubs and saunas, Rock climbing. 
Putting, Casino gaming and Dancing ‘til the wee ‘oors. 
Shipboard dining 
Dinner is the only meal where seating is assigned; 
Other meals present an opportunity to dine with more friends,
And a chance to make new friends with fellow cruisers. 
Breakfast: Main formal dining room service, or buffet breakfast at Lido restaurant                      
Lunch: Main formal dining room service, or, buffet lunch at Lido restaurant
Dinner: Main formal dining room service, Or, buffet dinner at Lido restaurant 
Morning coffee, Afternoon tea, and all day service for Hamburgers, Hot dogs, Pizza, and Ice cream 
available at Lido Restaurant; 
Midnight theme buffet; Various locations and should you ever feel yourself hungry do not forget the 24 
hour room service!
Shore visit features                                             
Progreso, Wednesday and Cozumel, Thursday.
Eat authentic Mexican specialties and drink strong Mexican beer. [careful]
Duty free shopping, lectures on ship to steer you to best buys.
Local adventures; Visit www.carnival.com/shoreexcursions for details.
Or stay aboard and enjoy a quiet day, all meals and services as usual.
Shipboard purchases 
You will pre-arrange a shipboard credit account tied to your room key card.
Bar services
For the very few of us who enjoy a beverage on occasion of an evening,
All drinks are paid for by use of your key-card, a 15% tip will be added.
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There are always bars open, and waiters pushing drinks, all the time, everywhere!
The daily newsletter lets us know the drink special of the day.

These notes are based on first hand experience of this ship; I trust they will be helpful. Please email any 
remaining question to johnhume2@peoplepc.com
That’s me, Jack, Thank You

Robert Burns Association of North America
2008 Conference

The Heather and Thistle Society
Robert Burns Club, Hosts.

Registration fee; ZERO

Please register the following;

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________ email _________________________________

Mail or email to Jack Hume
 johnhume2@peoplepc.com

5307 Aspen Street
Bellaire, Texas 77401 4919                       

Home 713-665-1431  or cell 713-882-7763

Will book cruise thru NASA Travel ____________________________________________________

Will make own cruise arrangements ___________________________________________________
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CANBERRA BURNS CLUB – It gives me great pleasure to 
present the Canberra Highland Society & Burns Club Annual 
report for 2006/07. We have completed a very interesting years 
trading, managing to achieve a  better than expected result, 
despite the obstacles that have been put in the way of Clubs all 
over the ACT. The non-smoking laws effective from December 
2006 have definitely had a drastic impact on trading during the 
first six months of the Financial Year and we do not expect this 
to improve in the next six months, due to a further increase 
in Poker Machine Tax. Our Conference facilities have been well 
used this year with substantial future bookings already in place. 
We are still on track for the building of a Motel (adjoining the 
club) which we hope to commence early in the New Year. The 
Club held its St. Andrews night dinner in November and Burns 
Supper in January both proving to be very successful nights. Our 
Pipe Band under the leadership of Pipe Major Athol Chalmers is 
flourishing with the cutting of their second CD. The Band also 
celebrated in May their 70th Anniversary. Our Scottish Heritage 
Group is still meeting hoping to keep alive the works of Burns 
and our Gaelic classes still seem to be proving popular. The 
highlight of the year of course was last years Pcific Rim AGM, 
held in Canberra. After having attended the Bendigo AGM, I felt 
a bit of pressure thinking I might let you all down but I needn’t 
have worried on that score as Lil & Iain Crawford stepped in and 
did a wonderful job. Eunice Stewart, President.
BENDIGO BURNS CLUB  — Since our previous report we have 
been jogging along quite well. On the 22nd of July we placed a 
small wreath at Burns’ Bust in the Bendigo Art Gallery, where a 
verse or two of his poetry was read by each one in attendance. 
Afterwards the group adjourned to the Art Gallery Café to enjoy 
afternoon tea. At the August meeting, ten members were in 
attendance to partake of mince and tatties, which was followed 
by scones, cake, tea and coffee. The July newsletter together 
with the club reports were read and discussed. At the September 
meeting we enlisted a new member and discussed another 
Scottish writer, Allan Cunningham, who knew Burns and 
became friends with Walter Scott and James Hogg the Ettrick 
Shepherd. The members of the Bendigo Burns Club would like 
to take this opportunity to express their joint appreciation to our 
retiring President Ina Graham and her Board members for their 
good work during the past two years and also wish the incoming 
President Uilleam Tait and his Board members every success in 
the future. Jim Millar
BURNS CLUB OF MELBOURNE — After our AGM at the 
end of July, our Club had its Installation of Office Bearers. In 
September we had an unexpected invitation to join the folk of 
Glenmaggie – originally settled by Scots in the 1800’s in the 
Gippsland region of Victoria – to help them conduct their 
first Scottish Cultural Festival. Our Committee, along with 
our Patron, gave various snippets, songs and poems in a 30 
minute segment which was much appreciated by the large 
crowd in attendnace. The Glenmaggie Mechanics’ Institute 
Hall was packed to the rafters – there was even a Glenmaggie 
Monster – manned by 5 local children. A truly great day with 
congratulations going to the people of Glenmaggie and also 
those of our Club who assisted so ably on the day. October and 
the Pacific Rim AGM Weekend. We had “get-together” meal on 
Friday 5th, AGM on Saturday 6th in the morning, free afternoon 

and a Dinner/Ceilidh in the evening – all at the Caulfield RSL in 
Elsternwick, Sunday 7th October we travelled round Port Phillip 
Bay to Williamstown with fish and chips on the return trip. We 
attended a session at the JT Picken Library – a very fine Burns’ 
Collection – which is housed at Scotch College Melbourne.

Bev Tait, Secretary.
ROBERT BURNS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA – I would 
like to thank the Melbourne Burns Club for all their co-
operation and help in organising the AGM weekend, specially 
our secretary – Bev Tait. This is how the weekend progressed: 
Friday night 5th October was a get together to allow members 
to talk and refresh their memories from last year in Canberra. 
Saturday morning 6th October we had our AGM allowing 
everyone to have their say and to iron out some problems 
with the Constitution. Saturday night – Dinner/Ceilidh – was 
organised so that each Club could participate, with the result 
that we had 11 items which were varied, interesting and above 
all, entertaining. Sunday 7th October everyone was up bright 
and early to be at Victoria Dock on board The Tramboat for 
10 a.m. – Next Stop Williamstown. Off we went, down the 
Yarra, very interesting to see docklands, bridges and other land 
marks from another perspective, and across to the old town of 
Williamstown. Some people chose to stay on the boat, others 
browsed among the shops while quite a large group went on 
an historical walking tour, seeing parts of the town which were 
not familiar, even if you did live in Melbourne! Back on board 
we had delicious, hot fish and chips. On the way back, we had 
a little sing song and a few jokes, eventually arriving back at the 
pier, where we disembarked and had to say our goodbyes until 
next year. We look forward and hope to see you all in Adelaide 
in 2008. Uilleam Tait, President.

————————

DONATIONS TO THE
BURNS FEDERATION

SCHOOL PROJECTS

Messrs Cowie and W.Ogilvie
Lochee Burns Club

Philip Green Mem Trust
Mrs J. Sutcliffe

Harrogate St. Andrews
Helen Morrison

Cupar Burns Club
 ——————

LEGLEN WOOD FUND
Burns Club of Atlanta

Stirling, Clackmannan, West Perthsire
Gourock Jolly Beggars
Pacific Rim. Australia
Paisley Burns Club

Alex Wilson
Glasgow & District Burns Association
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WILLIE McPIKE
In life we find the presence of other folk to be 

a source of friendship, help, humour and strength 
and Willie McPike, a man large in stature and in 
heart, was indeed all these things and much more 
besides.

Willie was born at Annbank, the third of 
four children,  As a young man he had a love of 
swimming being a member of the swimming club 
at Cumnock, winning umpteen championships.  
He was also an extremely good water polo player.

In fact it was at Cumnock Pool that Willie met 
Betty with whom he was to share a loving marriage 
for 43 years, sadly being widowed 2 years ago, a 
loss which he never really got over.

Willie was a loving dad to Peter, father in law 
to Wendy, grandpa to William, Sarah, Kenny and 
Rachael.  He was also a loving brother to Jessie and 
Jim. On leaving school Willie worked at Barony 
Pit, Cumnock, where he worked until 1961 when 
he joined the Police.

If there were two things in life Willie loved, 
it was golf and Robert Burns.  He was Captain 
of Beith Golf Club in 1998 and he won the club 
Seniors Championship in 1996 and 2003.  Having 
a good sense of humour he enjoyed much banter 
on the golf course.

Willie took a keen interest in all things 
Scottish, with a particular love of Burns being 
an inspirational speaker and reader of Burns, 
delivered in that wonderful Ayrshire accent. He 
was Past President of Cumnock Burns Club, Irvine 
Burns Club and Barrmill Jolly Beggars  as well as 
being involved with many other clubs, serving on 
their committees.  Willie called a spade a spade 
and was never afraid to voice his opinions.  He 
enjoyed judging Burns competitions at schools 
and he taught his grandchildren a love of Burns.

Willie liked walking and he and Betty shared 
many walking holidays to Italy and Austria.

It was after a relatively short illness, faced 

with fortitude and humour, that Willie was to pass 
away.  Willie greatly appreciated the many visitors 
who went to see him in hospital, along with the 
countless goodwill cards he received.  It was a 
great support to him and his family.

For the man who loved the Bard the words 
of Burns himself – the social, friendly, honest man, 
what’er he be, tis he fulfils great nature’s plan and 
none but he.

Willie is now at peace in a place where all 
pain and all difficult days are no more.  Well done, 
good and faithful servant.

John F Haining
President

ALEXANDER
ROBERTSON DRAIN

(SANNY)
We regret to record the passing of Sanny 

Drain on Sunday 14th October aged 70 years. 
Sanny had been suffering from Parkinsons for 
several years but typical of the mans character and 
resolve he looked adversity straight in the eye and 
just got on with his life often making his condition 
a source of humour. He was a great stalwart of 
Busbiehill Burns Club and a prominent member 
of the Ayrshire Burns scene where he excelled in 

OBITUARIES
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recitation bringing the works of Burns to life. He 
had committed to memory some 44 Burns poems 
with a suitable sprinkling of W.D. Cocker and 
Robert Service. Sanny was always his own man 
and never shy to share his opinions with you but 
he was also a caring man who raised much money 
for charity, involved himself in his community, 
and who touched many during his life. This was 
reflected by the many hundreds of his friends 
who attended his farewell representing, the Police 
Force, Freemasonry, the Bowling Fraternity and 
his Burns connections and each with their own 
memories and stories to tell. Sanny was a good 
friend to us all, a real character who filled a big 
space. He will be sadly missed.

The Ayrshire Association of Burns Club

————————

TO A SCOTCH PIE  
Tom Green

You mak’ oor mooths water, your praises we sing
Your succulent juices a’ rin doon oor chin
You sit on oor plates wi the beans an’ chips
We soak up wi’ breid the least o’ your drips
Come half-time at the rugby an’ fitba’ too
You’re scoffed wi’ the Bovril or Iron Brew

Noo you’re no’ a Haggis wi’ hurdies like hills
Served wi’ neeps an’ tatties in January’s chills
You ‘re savoured and gobbled for a’ the year
By Scots folk everywhere drinkin’ their beer 
You’ll no tak’ the comparison too ill, I trust
A Haggis has a skin, but you’ve a lovely crust

Your praises betimes we are loudly singing
Loud enough tae set the high rafters ringing 
Freen’s wha’ dwell abroad are wont tae cry
“Ye ken whit ah fancy? A guid Scotch pie!”
Noo the E.U. keeps meddlin’ in oor affairs
Haun’s aff oor pies if you want oor cheers

Noo we have it officially stated it’s true
Eating Scotch pies is really good for you
The rhyming here becomes less easy
These phyto oestrogens make me queasy
But they are the very things found in pies 
Enlivenin’ your step an’gleam in your eyes
       
So ane an’ a’ let’s gather wi’ conviviality
To toast the juicy Scotch pie we’re havin’ for tea!

Dumfries Historical Dance Group, 61 Princes 
Street, Lochmaben, Lockerbie. DG11 1PJ.

Dear Sir,
Over the years, Dumfries Historical Dance 

Group has presented short programmes of 
dances, in appropriate costume, to commemorate 
historical dates relevant to local and national 
events.

As preparation for the 250th anniversary of 
the birth of Robert Burns in 2009, I have carried 
out an extensive programme of reading in order 
to identify dances, which Robert Burns actually 
danced himself.

He mentions, in a letter to James Smith, 
June 1787. ‘…and then we flew at ‘Bab at the 
Bowster’, ‘Tullochgorum’, ‘Loch Erroch-side etc.’ 
He also had knowledge of Auld Glenae. In his 
poems he mentions reel, hornpipes, strathspeys 
and jigs, but which?

I would be most grateful if any of your readers 
can assist me in identifying:-
1. Robert Burns’ dancing masters - their 

dates along with the primary source of 
information.

2. Dances they favoured teaching.
3. Which Edinburgh Assemblies Burns attended 

and the dates - especially the date of the 
George Square Assembly ‘that the Duchess 
(Jane Maxwell) of Gordon convoued Robert 
Burns in 1786’.

4. Which dances were chosen for that 
Assembly?

5. Did Burns attend the Caledonian Hunt Ball 
on 11th January 1787 and is there a record of 
the dances enjoyed that night?
I thank you for any support you can give me 

in this project. The outcome will be a series of 
workshops to learn the dances in the manner in 
which they were performed in the 18th century. 
From this we will draw up a programme for a 
short display which we can offer to Clubs and 
Organisations on request in 2009.

Yours faithfully,
Sue Knight,

Leader, Dumfries Historical Dance Group.

LETTER TO EDITOR
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A NIGHT OUT WITH 
ROBERT BURNS: 
THE GREATEST 

POEMS
Arranged and introduction by 

Andrew O’Hagan

“Here are The Greatest Poems presented in a way 
that Burns himself would have enjoyed – letting 

the poems chime and rhyme with the debates that 
surround us in the world today.

Somebody clever once said that poetry helps you to 
live your life, and here is Burns at his most helpful, 

in conversation with a Scottish writer who loves him, 
Andrew O’Hagan. I think the book will change a lot 

of people’s attitude to poetry.”
Ewan McGregor

“The way Burns sounded, his choice of words, 
his rhymes and metaphors, all that collapsed the 
distance I expected to feel between myself and the 
schoolbook poetry I encountered first at Anahorish 

Elementary School… He did not fail the Muse or us 
or himself as one of petry’s chosen instruments.”

Seamus Heaney

The Scottish poet Rober Burns has been 
idolized and eulogized. He has been sainted, 
painted, tarted up and toasted. He is famous 
as the author of ‘Auld Lang Syne,’ and he has 
long since been the patron saint of the heartsore 
and the hungover. But what about the poems? 
Beneath the cult of Burns’ night and patriotic 
yawps there is the work itself, among the purest 
and most truthful created in any age.

This is a Burns collection like no other: 
a reader’s edition, made for the pleasure of 

BOOK REVIEW
reading. Novelist and Scottish eassyist Andrew 
O’Hagan comes into company with the poet who 
has mattered most to him in his writing life. He 
selects the poems for the reader, and converses 
with the work, offering fragments and distilled 
commentary of his own. The effect is explosive, 
giving us Robert Burns at his very best – a 
political Burns, a poet who can name hypocrisy 
and intolerance, and point directly to the human 
heart.

25 January 2009 will be the 250 anniversary 
of Robert Burns’ birth.

“To order your Copy of A Night Out with Robert 
Burns, arr. By Andrew O’Hagan (Canongate, 
£12.99) at the special, discounted price of £9.99 
plus £2.50 for delivery, please call 01903 828503 
and quote reference burnschron. Please note 
international delivery costs may vary.”

————————

PLOUGHING THE STARS
The following poem by Donald Malcolm 

of Paisley was composed to mark the 30th 
Anniversary of Russia’s Sputnik One. This year 
marks the 50th Anniversary and his poem is 
still relevant today, Robert Burns would have 
approved.
 
Wee crimson-tippet satellite,
Thou’s gied the world an awfu’ fright
Careerin’ round in starry space,
Spearin’ the Sun’s bright sonsie face.
Twa hundred years have passed lang syne,
Since I first wrote the finishing line,
“Forward tho’ I cnna see,
I guess and fear”.
Now a nation sends its metal minion,
To challenge very nature’s ain dominion
And simple folk tend the kye,
Look wi’ fear into the sky.
Baith sides mak’ me shake my heid in wonder,
Man, it seems an awfu’ scunner,
My advice is there for all to see
That man to man shall brithers be.
The lesson’s plain just use your eyes,
And then you’ll come to realise
That sending satellites round the earth
Is sma’ meat beside family, hame and hearth.
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200 CLUB
PAYMENTS 05/06 - 04/07

May-06 — 104 - 30.00, Irvine Lassies Burns 
Club. 160 - 20.00, Mr A Hirst. 12 - 10.00, Miss M 
Holmes.
June-06 — 28 - 125.00, Mr A Cowie. 83 - 30.00, 
Mrs Clark/Mrs Edgar. 33 - 20.00, Mr & Mrs T 
Johnstone. 155 - 10.00, Mrs M Conaghan.
July-06 — 153 - 30.00, Lanarkshire Assoc Burns 
Clubs. 36 - 20.00, Lanarkshire Assoc Burns Clubs. 
67 - 10.00, R D Brill.
August-06 — 193 - 30.00, Mr D Mackay. 88 
 - 20.00, Dumfries Burns Club. 141 - 10.00, Rev D 
M McFarlane.
September-06 — 32 - 125.00, Mr R Dalziel. 219 
- 30.00, Mrs B Clayton. 55 - 20.00, Mrs E Connor. 
85 - 10.00, Mr A Hirst.
October-06 — 55 - 30.00, Mrs E Connor. 174 - 
20.00, Mrs  Fairbairn. 24 - 10.00, Mrs H Morrison.

November-06 — 111 - 125.00, Mr A C Layhe. 
21 - 30.00, Mrs E Herbertson. 14 - 20.00, Mr I 
Whitehead. 216 - 10.00, Mrs K  Blair.
December-06 — 212 - 30.00, Coldstream Burns 
Club, 116 - 20.00, Alamo Burns Club. 77 - 10.00, 
Larkhall Burns Club.
January-07 — 175 - 30.00, Glasgow Assoc. & 
Burns Clubs. 42 - 20.00, Mr & Mrs A Dunsmore. 43 
- 10.00, Derby Scottish Assoc & Burns Club.
February-07 — 105 - 30.00, Mrs I Miller. 96 - 20.00, 
Mr J Minns. 195 - 10.00, Mr & Mrs T Johnstone.
March-07 — 58 - 125.00, Alamo Burns Club. 68 - 
30.00, Mrs H McGlasson. 10 - 20.00, Dundas Burns 
Society. 99 - 10.00, Mr H Chisholm.
April-07 — 43 - 30.00, Derby Scottish Assoc & 
Burns Club. 23 - 20.00, Mrs E Hunter. 208 - 10.00, 
Mrs A Merry.
Highlighted names donated  winnings to 
R.B.W.F.

LITERATURE 
Our time was devoted to a presentation by Peter 

Westwood, who tabled proof copies of his two latest 
books, one of which will be in memory of Lawrence 
Burness. Our subsequent discussion centred on 
our future involvement with the production of the 
second of the two, Peter’s proposed “Who’s Who in 
the Robert Burns World Federation”. Progress on the 
proposed transcript of the Second Commonplace 
Books has been delayed awaiting a response to 
enquiries addressed to David Hopes, Project Curator 
at the Burns Cottage Museum, concerning ownership 
of the original. Walter Watson

HERITAGE
The Highland Mary’s Monument at Failford 

was giving cause for concern as there was a 6-7’ 
Silver Birch growing from the top joint of the red 
sandstone construction. The main problem for the 
Federation was the ownership/responsibility for 
the structure. Quoting a passage from the bottom 
of Page 164 of Jim Mackay’s history of the Burns 
Federation “Highland Mary at Failford, Glencairn in 
Falmouth, Wallace-Burns at Leglen, and Fergusson 
in St Giles are the ONLY four memorials with which 
the Federation has been directly connected. There is 
a piece in the 1927 Conference minute “Highland 
Mary Memorial Mr. R. T. W. Stewart (Mauchline) 

————————————
intimated the Mauchline Burns Club had agreed to 
keep in good order the grass and the walks at the 
Highland Mary Memorial at Failford.” At present 
South Ayrshire Council are maintaining the grass 
surrounds and access path so investigations will 
continue as to ownership/responsibility. A letter 
has been sent to the appropriate officer of South 
Ayrshire Council with regards to the forthcoming 
alterations to the area of Ayr surrounding Burns 
Statue asking about their intentions for the future of 
the statue. The long sought after movement of the 
“Pomeriod”? Statue of Burns into the town centre 
of Paisley looks a little more promising. Repairs of 
both the Auld Kirk of Alloway and the Mid Steeple, 
Dumfries are well under way. Information Point has 
been erected near the Coldstream Bridge indicating 
Burns involvement at that location. The plague on 
the bridge had become a danger to stop and read. 
(Peter has an article about this matter). Mr. Colin 
Hunter McQueen’s scale model of the Mausoleum 
will start it’s Scottish tour in January 2009. There 
was a small update on the Wilson Press in respect 
that the first timbers have now been cut. The 
timbers are from oak and are from the Blair Estate. 
The very relevant fact is they are estimated to be 250 
years old. As “the press” appears to be on schedule 
to be at the Dick Institute, Kilmarnock for Easter we 
very much look forward to Hugh Monahan’s update 
at a future meeting.

Bill Duncan
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Robert Burns
The 250th Commemorative
Sculptures in marble and
bronze

David Cornell, a leading sculptor whose work is in the
Royal Collection and other important collections, has 
created the first hand carved life sized marble bust of 
Robert Burns to be available for over 120 years – 
and a magnificent bronze bust to celebrate the 
memorable 250 years since Burns’ humble 
birth in Alloway.

To subscribe for a sculpture of this international offering for personal, company or 
presentation purposes, contact Stone Icons Ltd, 25 Rosemary Road, London SW17 0AR 

www.robertburns.tv
Or ring Alistair MacDougall on 0044 (0)1892 655906 

or Alan Mackenzie Birkinshaw on 0044 (0)7785 394587. Or check with the Federation.
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