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Following our publicity of an old membership card in the last edition, another 
is brought to the attention of the Chronicle readers, that of Mr P Lambie of the 
‘Jolly Beggars’ club in Mauchline.  Most notable on this card, dated 1891, are the 
signatures of our first President Peter Sturrock and Hon. Secretary David Sneddon. 
Bearing the roll number 28, The Jolly Beggars Burns Club joined in 1886 shortly 
after the institution of the Federation.  They were noted as dormant in 1924 and 
dropped from our midst thereafter, by which time the present Mauchline Burns Club 
had been established .
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     Summer 2011
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Editorial
As I write this, my last piece as Interim Editor, and as I discuss with my printer page layouts 

and content and read proofs, I am struck by the coincidence of me doing this in July 2011 with 
Robert Burns similarly engaged 225 years ago in July 1786 putting together his content for an 
edition that is the cause of me writing today, although there the coincidences conclude as my 
abilities as a writer have been remarked upon as diametrically opposite to the genius of our Bard.  
It will obviously be noted that the edition of 1786 is featured in this Chronicle as we celebrate 
the 225th anniversary of Burns first venture “in guid black prent”, the cover carrying an image of 
the famous title page and two main pieces inside.  The Kilmarnock Edition, history tells us, ran 
to 612 copies, sold out almost immediately and woke a passion for Burns poetry that has spread 
throughout the world and throughout the years engaging all from the working man to the highest 
academic, it is hoped that this Chronicle will assist those in this pursuit.

I write my last editorial with mixed feelings. I am disappointed that the ambition to review the 
Chronicle and other information media within the Burns Federation has stalled and we embark on 
another period of the existing formats when many are crying out for progress in this endeavour. 
The appointment of an Editor, as far as I am aware, remains unresolved.  I am however relatively 
proud of some of the achievements in this period, there have been some very useful views 
expressed and in these four editions, particularly the last, despite several varied problems there 
has been some excellent content published and much of this will be useful reference for future 
generations of enthusiasts and academics pursuing an interest and passion for Robert Burns 
into the next 225 years.

Bill Dawson.
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Kilmarnock Clubs Commemorate the Printer
This year marks 225 years since the publication of “POEMS, Chiefly in 

the Scottish Dialect” on 31st July 1786, which has become famously known 
as “The Kilmarnock Edition”, bringing immortality to Robert Burns, and to his 
printer of that edition, John Wilson.

For many years Kilmarnock Burns 
Howff Club has gathered at the end of July 
to mark the anniversary of the publication.  
This celebration has grown substantially, 

now with other Kilmarnock Clubs joining in and Burnsians 
travelling from near and far to celebrate the event and 
honour the memory of John Wilson and the part he played 
in the commencement of Burns as a published author.  On 
the exact anniversary of publication this year, Sunday 31st 
July, enthusiasts and dignitaries gathered in the precinct 
at the neo-classical bronze statue of Burns and Wilson 
sculpted by Alexander (Sandy) Stoddart, unveiled by the 
Queen in 1995 to mark the importance of the printer and 
the famous output from his nearby press. Led by Provost 
Stephanie Young, several floral tributes were laid with a 
few words from the principals and the company were piped 
to a nearby hostelry for refreshments and to further their 
celebrations with an afternoon of great entertainment.

Nothing remains of the premises where the work 
was executed. The Star Inn Close where the printing 
shop was probably situated was demolished, despite the 
strenuous opposition of the Burns Federation, as part of 
the regeneration of Kilmarnock town centre in the 1970’s. 
A small tablet marking the location of the great event of 1786 was reinstalled in the south 
entrance of Burns Mall.  

Gilbert Burns, in a letter to Dr Currie, says that Robert first had the idea of publishing his 
poems in the summer of 1784, and some time later when he, Robert, wrote to James Smith 
in the winter of 1785-86 that he had recently had a notion to “try my fate in guid black prent” 
he would have known that he had few options of where this might be carried out.  While 
printing had been established in Scotland since the early 16thC, it was operated by very few 
practitioners located in the cities, close to the universities and ecclesiastical establishment 
and not widespread in the provincial towns.  

It was Peter McArthur who brought the very first printing press to Ayrshire, setting up in 
Kilmarnock around 1781, selling the operation to John Wilson after a short time.  The first 
book, that we know of, printed by Wilson is a sermon, Faithful Witness-Bearing Exemplified, 
of the mid 17thC Govan minister Hugh Binning, published in 1783, continuing in a similar 
theme with Fraser’s Sermons, including prefaces by Kilmarnock ministers Russell and 
Robertson, in 1785. Then, of course, came the work for which we all know him.  One year 
after Poems came Campbell’s Poems, and Russell’s Reasons for our Lord’s Agony in the 
Garden, which ran to several editions, 1788 saw Poems of Lapraik, the following year 
Poems of David Sillar and an edition of Milton’s Paradise Lost, all incorporating the elegant 
border on the title page first employed in Burns’ edition, this border was dropped for Poems 
of Janet Little appearing in 1792.
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The first note that we have of Burns becoming a 
published author is in his letter to Robert Aiken, sent from 
Mossgiel, 3rd April, 1786, “My Proposals for publishing 
I am just going to send to the Press.” Only one copy of 
these proposals is known today housed in the Birthplace 
Museum, Alloway.  There were some 350 advance 
subscribers, Robert Aiken famously raising 145, and 
several subscribing for numerous copies, Robert Muir, 
the Kilmarnock wine merchant, taking 72, Gavin Hamilton 
took 20 as did several others of Burns friends. On 3rd 
June Burns writes to David Brice “…tomorrow, my works 

go to the press,-“ and it came out on 31st July.  The book proved popular immediately and 
by late August Wilson only had thirteen copies in hand.  There is a ‘Kilmarnock’ endorsed 
that John, the printer, had sent to his brother James who was practising as a doctor in 
London, perhaps the first ever instance of 
Burns works being sent out to the wider 
world outwith Scotland. 

While 1786 editions are rare and 
prized, we have all become familiar 
with the style and layout from the many 
facsimile productions over the years. The 
“Kilmarnock” is an octavo, as published 
measuring nine inches high by five and 
three-quarter inches wide, (229x146mm), 
issued in blue boards with white back, 
although some copies in paper wrappers 
do exist. The majority have been cut to 
some extent to be bound, probably shortly 
after purchase, and some prized copies 
have subsequently been quite sumptuously 
rebound, with additional trimming, in the 
most elegant style. There are eight pages 
at the front occupied by title, preface and 
index, 235 pages of verse led by “The Twa 
Dogs, a Tale” and an extensive glossary on 
five pages at the rear. 

There is no information that Burns 
presented many copies to family and 
friends. Should the entire edition of 612 copies have been sold at three shillings, this would 
have grossed £91.16 shillings.  Wilson’s notes for production costs, gives a total spent of 
£35.17 shillings, which would have left Burns with over £55 from this edition, not £20 as 
given in the famous letter to Dr Moore of 2nd August 1787.  For a second 
edition Wilson asked Burns to advance the cost of the paper, around£27, 
which Burns was unable or unwilling to do and so fortunately Burns looked 
further afield.

In 1790 Wilson moved his press to Ayr and in 1803, with his brother Peter, 
established The Ayr Advertiser, one of the earliest provincial newspapers in 
the country and still publishing today. John Wilson continued to prosper, 
rose to become a Magistrate in Kilmarnock and endowed several local 
charities.   He died in 1821 and is buried in the Old High Kirk graveyard, 
Soulis Street, Kilmarnock.
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612 “Kilmarnock” Editions; 

Where are they all now?
Allan Young has carried out a wide and detailed search tracing the 

whereabouts of this “rare” book, here he gives a brief account of his 
searches and his results to date.

Several years ago I read a book by John D. Ross entitled The Story 
of the Kilmarnock Burns. The author listed 24 copies as ‘still to the fore’ in 
1933. This piqued my interest in the Kilmarnock Edition and led me to try to 
identify extant copies and to document details of the volumes.  

The first edition of ‘Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect’ by Robert Burns, the Kilmarnock 
Edition, was published in July, 1786 in a run of 612 copies, priced at three shillings each. 
As was the custom at the time, it was bound in papers wrappers (blue in this case) because 
most owners had them rebound in leather, often elaborately tooled in gold.  Within a month 
of publication only thirteen copies were left and Burns himself took only three, according 
to James Mackay in his Biography of Robert Burns Burns gave these to friends – Richard 
Brown who was a seafaring captain whom Burns met in Irvine when he (Burns) was learning 
the flax trade; Peggy Thomson who was an early love of Burns, and James Burness who 
was Burns’ cousin. I have not found any of these volumes. It is possible, however, that one 
or more is included in my census, but there is no inscription or other proof to identify them 
as the volumes originally taken by Burns. In regard to the Brown copy, Mackay states that 
it  was ‘…. discovered quite by accident, stuffed down the back of a drawer in a sideboard, 
when the piece was purchased at a sale of the late captain’s effects’ some years after his 
death in 1833.  While on the subject of the adventures of the Brown copy, an anecdote tells 
of another volume which was rescued from a barber who had been using the pages to strop 
his razor. The ‘imperfect’ copy, which ‘lacks the title page and many other pages’ now is in 
the safe custody of a Scottish library.

I have located 74 copies to date, only four of which are ‘uncut, in original wrappers’ – one 
in Scotland and three in the United States.  They are held mainly in universities, national 
libraries and other libraries in North America and the United Kingdom, with a relatively small 
number in private hands. Each entry in my census includes a description of the volume – 
dimension of the boards and leaves, binding, condition, inscriptions and provenance. The 
detail in the descriptions varies with the information available on the Internet or provided by 
the various owners.

The initial method used, in regard to the copies held by institutional libraries, was to 
use the entries in the English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC) as a basis. The ESTC contains 
a caveat that facsimile reprints of the Kilmarnock Burns exist and that matchers should 
beware. The catalogue entries on the websites of the libraries listed therein were consulted 
and then contact was made with the libraries to verify that the volumes were originals, and 
to seek information additional to that contained in the website catalogue entries. In some 
cases the additional information was limited to the description contained on the holding 
institution’s catalogue card; and, in other cases, it was provided after an inspection by a 
member of the library staff. A similar method was employed using other sources, as follows:-

(a) The COPAC academic and national library catalogue for libraries in the United 
Kingdom. 
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(b) The WorldCat catalogue.
(c A list of national libraries obtained from the Internet.
(d)  A list of university libraries obtained from the Internet.

Copies of the work held in private hands were much more difficult to locate and the few 
which have been identified were obtained from sources such as, The Burns Chronicle, book 
dealers, and other leads. 

While researching the confirmed copies, I found sources which indicated that additional 
copies probably exist, although their locations have not been identified. These sources 
include: books sold at auction in the United States and the United Kingdom between 
November 1975 and September 2002 from American Book Prices Current, courtesy of 
Professor Patrick Scott and Dr. Ross Roy of the University of South Carolina; the Mitchell 
Library in Glasgow; the Memorial Catalogue of the Burns Exhibition 1896 various books, 
including A Biography of Robert Burns by James Mackay, The Story of the Kilmarnock Burns 
by John D. Ross, Rosenbach- A Biography by Edwin Wolf 2nd with John Fleming. In the 
census, I have grouped these volumes under a heading of ‘Where Are They Now?’

I assigned probability factors as to the existence of the books in this group varying from 
‘Very High to ‘Zero’. An example of a book in the ‘Very High’ category is the Glencairn/ 
Bradley Martin copy which sold at auction in Sotheby’s, New York in 1990 for $39,600. This 
book has an interesting provenance including owners such as the Countess of Glencairn, 
who was a patron of Burns, and Gilbert Burns, the nephew of the poet. A Kilmarnock Edition 
as significant as this one clearly justifies it being placed in the ‘Very High’ probability category. 
Unfortunately, the rules of the auction house preclude it from identifying the purchaser. 
An example of a book in the ‘High ‘category is the Abbotsford copy. The Catalogue of the 
Library at Abbotsford lists a Kilmarnock edition in Sir Walter Scott’s library. The Story of the 
Kilmarnock Burns by John D. Ross, published in 1933 confirms this. However, in 2002 I 
checked with the Faculty of Advocates in Edinburgh, the owners of the Abbotsford Library, 
and I was informed that there is an annotation on file that the volume was ‘not in library, 
1889.’ Further, I was also informed that an inventory of the library conducted in 1997-98 
states that the book is missing. It is to be hoped that this volume, being associated with two 
of the giants of Scottish literature, is in safe hands somewhere. Volumes were assigned to 
the lower categories of probability based on the degree of provenance available, and the 
length of time since a public reference was made to them.  

The total of Kilmarnock Editions, whose existence is confirmed, together with the total 
of those with a reasonable probability of existence, even though their whereabouts are 
unknown, amounts to about 100.  Who knows? - Many other volumes may be in attics, 
trunks, shelves etc., waiting to be discovered. This leads me to the following excerpt from 
a letter written in 1892 and quoted in The Story of the Kilmarnock Burns, by John D. Ross:- 

“Perhaps these facts may stimulate someone with sufficient leisure to make a systematic 
search for that little volume of ‘Poems chiefly in the Scottish Dialect,’ which is of so much 
interest to the bibliophile, and if the searcher’s patience be rewarded, surely 
like *Snuffy Davie (sic), he will be thrice happy. W. E. Wilson” 

*Snuffy Davy (Davy Wilson) is a character in Sir Walter’s Scott’s The Antiquary (1816: 
Volume I, Chapter III,) who is described as ‘the very prince of scouts for searching blind 
alleys, cellars, and stalls, for rare volumes.’  

Allan Young
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News around the Burns World

Globetrotting Helen Morrison and Janet Kelly admire the work in progress  
on the Camperdown Greenshields statue in the restoration workshops,  

along with Bev Tait of Melbourne Burns Club and members of the local council.

With restoration works on Camperdown’s Robert Burns statue now well under way, 
the community is being asked to have a say on where the renowned sculpture should be 
displayed.   It had been thought that the high rainfall in the area had contributed to the good 
condition of the statue; however it was recently found that it had sustained some surface 
loss due to weathering. Recent advice from the Centre for Cultural Materials Conservation 
is that an indoor location would extend the display life of the statue by protecting it from 
weather, salts, pollution and vandalism.  A site has been identified behind what will be the 
front window of a redeveloped civic centre and this will be considered along with three 
outdoor sites. Councillors will consider public feedback when deciding on the location.

Hopeful news for the Newcastle statue reached the Federation recently with an enquiry 
from an agency working for the local authorities.  The statue sculpted by DW Stevenson, who 
was also responsible for those in Leith and Toronto, was unveiled in Walker Park on 13th 
January 1901.  It was subjected to some vandalism, and removed for repair in 1975 before 
being erected in Heaton Park where again vandalism was a problem eventually leading 
to it being broken into several pieces before it was removed in 1985.   Local enthusiasts, 
championed by Ann Donnan, sought out the statue and pressing for the restoration of the 
monument, finally finding the remains in an obscure park storage facility but receiving no 
assurance for the future.  It is therefore with great delight we greet the news that the subject 
is again under consideration. Heritage Convener Walter Watson is in close touch as the 
situation develops.
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Bill sends his books to Kirriemuir

Robert Stewart, Junior Vice-President with two pupils from each year of the  
Southmuir Primary School in Kirriemuir after the presentation of a number  

of books on the Life and Works of Robert Burns to the School.
The books are a gift from Mr William Beaton, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada whose parents 

and grand- parents were natives of Kirriemuir and were married in the Southmuir Parish. 
When Bill moved home and had to disperse his massive collection of Burnsiana he wanted 
part of his Robert Burns life time collection to return to his family’s roots. Now after his 
persistence in this ambition and the good work or JVP Bob some of his books are now 
housed in primary and secondary schools. The children and staff at Southmuir P.S. are 
delighted with the books and look forward to using them to enhance their learning and 
teaching.

A New President for Chesterfield Caledonians
Mr Mark Macartney was elected as the Chesterfield and District Caledonian Association’s 

President for the forthcoming 2 years at their AGM on Tuesday 24th May.  Mark, over 
the previous 2 years, was Senior Vice President and is also the Association’s Webmaster 
and Publicity Officer. The autumn programme includes the Association outing on Saturday 
10th September 2011, a Scottish Evening at Walton Village Centre on Saturday 22nd 
October 2011, Sunday 27th November 2011, Service for St Andrew’s Day at St Andrews’s 
Church Chesterfield followed by lunch at Masonic Hall Chesterfield, and Annual Burns 
Celebration, Saturday 21st January 2012, at the Chesterfield Hotel. Further info on  
www.chesterfieldcaledonians.moonfruit.com

The Dumfries Ladies No.1 Burns Club hold their Annual Tam O’ Shanter World 
Championship in the Globe Inn on Tuesday 20th September at 7.30pm.  Expect the usual 
range of quality performances vying for the coveted title.  Get there early to find a good seat 
for this popular event.  
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Burns Manuscripts changing hands:-
Poet’s Welcome

More news of the manuscript of “The Poets Welcome to His Bastart Wean” reported 
in last Chronicle having been sold at auction for in excess of £17,000.  Subsequent to the 
sale and following negotiations the MS is now in the keeping of The Roy Collection at The 
University of South Carolina.

Letter to Rev. John Skinner
At Sotheby’s London, on 14th July, there was offered a MS of a letter, reportedly that 

sent by Robert Burns to Rev. John Skinner from Edinburgh on 25th October 1787. Burns 
unwittingly passed just a few miles from Skinners’s parish during his highland tour, but 
subsequently met his son in Aberdeen and suggested a correspondence. A verse epistle 
from the Rev. Skinner duly followed, to which this letter was a response. While this letter 
has been known since Cunningham published it in his edition of 1834, the MS has not 
been traced.  Prof G Ross Roy, for his edition of the letters, collated the text with Skinner’s 
published works where the letter had been included. The letter at auction had come from the 
contents of Dunnecht House, Aberdeenshire, with a note regarding the provenance. While 
a scholar’s default opinion on unknown MS appearing when the text has previously been 
published is generally tending towards dubiety, the position on this letter is for the moment 
reserved until it can be better examined and more of the provenance known. The inclusive 
price at auction was £10,625; the identity of the buyers remains unknown. Your Editor looks 
forward to further news. 

Country Lassie
A recent catalogue from a dealer in rare books and manuscripts in New York, offered a MS 

of the song “Country Lassie”, (‘In simmer when the hay was mawn’), asking $27,000.  Your 
editor understands that this raised immediate interest from at least two potential purchasers 
and has indeed been sold. This song was published in the Scots Musical Museum, no 366, 
in 1792, the text is in the Hastie collection in The British Museum and there is a MS in the 
Birthplace Museum, this one offered for sale is unknown to date.

Experts agree that prices for Burns MS are currently “strong”.  This is bringing out a lot 
of old “Antique Smith” items into the light from families who have lost track of them not being 
the real thing.

Archive News: - Jean Burns
Following the item on Mrs Jean Burns letter in the last Chronicle, your Editor finds a 

reference to another letter of hers, featured in the Weekly Scotsman of March 1932, the item 
carries a facsimile of the tattered letter written from Dumfries, 1st March 1826 to her nephew 
Robert, son of Gilbert Burns, accompanying a parcel for  his mother. 

The Times of Wednesday June 5th 1835 carries a report;- 
MRS. BURNS. – We regret to state that Mrs. Burns, the widow of the poet, is seriously 

ill at her residence in Burns’ Street. She had an alarming attack of paralysis about ten days 
ago, and has ever since been in a very exhausted state. This is the second attack of that 
dreadful malady with which she has been visited. Within these few days, however, her 
medical attendants have entertained some hopes of her partial recovery; but her complete 
restoration to health is we fear, almost hopeless. Mrs. Burns, during the long period of her 
widowhood, has remained in the same house where her immortal husband lived, and finally 
breathed his last.  Her quiet and primitive life, now gently lapsed into old age, presents a 
striking contrast to the dark and brief career of the noble-minded but unfortunate bard whose 
name she has borne so long.
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No.5 in the series ‘Twentieth-Century Burns Scholars’, overseen by the Centre for 
Robert Burns Studies, University of Glasgow 

Thomas Crawford
by Rhona Brown

One of the most significant scholars of Scottish literature in the twentieth century, 
Thomas Crawford has helped to shape, define and evolve our understanding of Robert 
Burns in substantial ways. Although he is principally known to Burns researchers as the 
author of the landmark Burns: A Study of the Poems and Songs (1960), he is an authority 
more widely on eighteenth-century Scottish literature and a noteworthy editor, providing 
authoritative and scholarly editions of poetry and also of Scottish favourites including Lewis 
Grassic Gibbon’s Sunset Song, Cloud Howe and Scots Quair. Most importantly, he is, as a 
recent reprint of his principal work on Burns identifies, ‘an outstanding figure among the first 
generation of scholars who devoted their entire careers to the study of Scottish literature’.

Crawford’s education began at Dunfermline High School and Edinburgh University, 
but World War II soon took him into military service. Subsequently, Crawford moved to 
Auckland, New Zealand, where, as the Spring 2010 issue of the University of Aberdeen’s 
Elphinstone Institute newsletter states, he began work as a stevedore. While undertaking 
this strenuous labour, Crawford embarked on a teaching career, delivering History courses 
for the Workers’ Education Association. Simultaneously, he undertook a part-time degree 
course in English Literature at the University of Auckland; here he would remain until 1965, 
having risen through the ranks of Lecturer, Senior Lecturer and Associate Professor. After 
leaving Auckland, Crawford took up a short post as Lecturer at Edinburgh University, before 
moving to Hamilton, Ontario in 1966 where he took the role of Commonwealth Research 
Fellow. He settled, in 1967, at the University of Aberdeen, where he remained until his 
retirement in the 1980s. During his time at Aberdeen, he was a frequent visiting scholar at 
Yale University working on James Boswell, and where he filled the post of Warnock Fellow, 
as well as being closely involved with the Union of University Teachers. Significantly, he was 
one of the founders of the Association of Scottish Literary Studies in 1970, having been the 
Association’s president and an editor of its periodical, Scottish Literary Journal. 

Notwithstanding this illustrious academic career, a glance at Crawford’s early days as 
a researcher and lecturer are edifying. The University of Auckland’s library catalogue, for 
example, reveals some little-known details of Crawford’s initial research interests. A copy 
of his MA thesis, entitled ‘The literary policy of the Edinburgh Review under the editorship 
of Francis Jeffrey (1803-29)’ (1953), as well as an article, ‘The Edinburgh Review and 
Romantic Poetry (1802-29)’ (1955), published in the Auckland University College Bulletin 
series, are held here, demonstrating an early interest in editorial policy and literary taste. 
Further work undertaken at Auckland also offers prophecy of the direction Crawford’s future 
research would take. ‘Scottish popular ballads and lyrics of the eighteenth century and early 
nineteenth centuries: some preliminary conclusions’ (1963), an article published in the first 
issue of Studies in Scottish Literature, surely sowed the seed for future classics of Scottish 
literary criticism, Love, Labour and Liberty: the Eighteenth-Century Scottish Lyric (1976) and 
Society and the Lyric: A Study of the Song Culture of Eighteenth-Century Scotland (1979).

Music, song and lyric are central aspects of Crawford’s criticism – his work on Burns 
as songwriter or, as Crawford puts it in Burns: A Study of the Poems and Songs, ‘Maker 
of Songs’, is key to a nuanced understanding of the poet’s corpus. However, alongside 
his regard for Scotland’s most prominent poet, Crawford’s work provided important new 
perspectives on two additional giants of Scottish literature: Sir Walter Scott and James 



10

Burns Chronicle Summer 2011

Boswell. In addition to many articles on Scott’s work, Crawford published Scott in 1965 
as part of the Scottish Academic Press’s significant ‘Scottish Writers’ series, as well as an 
important edition of Scott’s Selected Poetry in 1972. The latter publication is particularly 
noteworthy, as is Crawford’s involvement as one of the co-editors of the Longer Scottish 
Poetry series, also published by the Scottish Academic Press, for Scott’s poetry had long 
been consigned to the shadows thrown by his iconic novels. Crawford’s efforts in bringing 
Scott’s poetic work to greater recognition is being continued today by Crawford’s former 
colleagues at the University of Aberdeen, who have recently been awarded a research grant 
in order to provide a new, complete and scholarly edition of Scott’s poetry. Crawford’s early 
work on Scott is, like his work on Burns, characteristically influential, providing benchmarks 
for subsequent generations of researchers.

Crawford’s most recent research has focused on Boswell, with the publication of The 
Correspondence of James Boswell and William Johnson Temple by Edinburgh University 
Press in 1997. This substantial work, which collects letters exchanged between Boswell and 
the man he described as his ‘most intimate friend’ since their days at Edinburgh University, 
gives insight into Boswell’s troubled but endlessly fascinating private life, and is the fruit of 
intensive research. Also published in 1997 by the Association for Scottish Literary studies 
is Crawford’s Boswell in Scotland and Beyond, a collection which demonstrates Boswell’s 
national and international contexts. In another, earlier publication, Crawford brings Boswell 
together with Burns. Boswell, Burns and the French Revolution (1990) an early critical effort 
to analyse both writers’ associations with and writings about the French Revolution. As 
astute as his other book-length publications, this short study is a first port of call for any 
researcher with an interest in Boswell’s and Burns’s attitudes to the political climate of the 
late eighteenth century.

For his further work on Burns, however, Crawford is both influential and groundbreaking. 
His classic work of criticism, Burns: A Study of the Poems and Songs is, according to 
author of Robert Burns and Pastoral: Poetry and Improvement in Late Eighteenth-Century 
Scotland, Nigel Leask, a landmark study ‘which combines scholarly erudition with critical 
passion, and securely places Burns’s poetry on the world stage’. It remains one of the 
most comprehensive studies of Burns’s poems and songs, and is a permanent fixture in 
bibliographies of eighteenth-century Scottish literature and culture. Reviews of the book 
at its first publication confirm its immediate effect. According to a critic in the Western 
Humanities Review, it is ‘the most excellent twentieth-century study of Robert Burns’s 
poetry’ which is sure to become ‘the standard volume of literary criticism’ of the poet’s 
work. Philosophical Quarterly described the study as ‘vigorous and stimulating, closely 
informed about Burnsiana without being provincial, learned without being oppressive, and 
original without being perverse or cryptic’, while a reviewer in the Massachusetts Review 
characterised Crawford’s work as ‘sensitive and balanced’, and his book as ‘the best on 
Burns’s poetry that has yet appeared’. A significant contemporary review in Criticism saw 
it as ‘the finest treatment of Burns to be found anywhere’; a ‘milestone in the long history 
of Burns studies’ which allowed the poet to ‘come of age’. Burns: A Study of the Poems 
and Songs is still, fifty-one years after its initial publication, essential reading for all Burns 
scholars; a thoroughly reliable work which has informed and influenced all subsequent good 
research on Burns’s literary output.

Crawford’s monograph begins with a study of ‘The Young Poet’, progressing through 
Burns’s life and corpus via ‘Calvin’s Well’ and ‘The Kirk’s Alarm’ to Burns’s position as 
‘Poet of the Parish’ and ‘Poet of Scotland’, before climaxing with an analysis of the work 
of his ‘Maturity’ and of his labours as a ‘Maker of Songs’. As well as being one of the 
first critics to appreciate song writing as an essential element of Burns’s oeuvre, Crawford 
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was also before his time in terms of his critical conclusions. Perhaps because of his close 
attention to the language and rhythms of Burns’s song in particular, Crawford is open to and 
appreciative of Burns’s entire output, regardless of the language in which it is written. In the 
opening page of his introduction to the Study of the Poems and Songs, Crawford bemoans 
certain poems’ contemporary neglect – including that of ‘The Cotter’s Saturday Night’ – on 
the grounds of language and certain critics’ myopic obsession with ‘Lallans’. Crawford’s 
account of Burns is, by contrast, entirely inclusive. He is one of the first commentators to 
insist that, despite traditional twentieth-century Scottish critics’ persistence ‘in denying any 
excellence to Burns’s work in English’, ‘much of his best work’ is in fact ‘shot through’ with 
that language, as well as being influenced by and immersed in the English literary tradition. 
Linguistic prejudices still remain in some quarters of Scottish criticism, but Crawford’s 
critical constructions have helped to encourage new readings and perspectives of erstwhile 
neglected but major texts such as the ‘Cotter’ and ‘Tam o’ Shanter’. Moreover, Crawford’s 
arguments were instrumental in the critical battle to have Burns recognised as a British 
Romantic, a slow process which is finally bearing fruit in recent publications such as Nigel 
Leask’s Robert Burns and Pastoral and Murray Pittock’s Scottish and Irish Romanticism 
and which will find culmination in the forthcoming Collected Works of Robert Burns (General 
Editor: Gerard Carruthers) and published by Oxford University Press.

Thomas Crawford is among the foremost of twentieth-century Burns scholars, but he 
is also one of the leading players in the establishment of Scottish literary studies as an 
academic discipline. A tireless campaigner, not just for a reasonable and reasoned critical 
response to the work of Robert Burns, but to the Scottish literary tradition as a whole, his 
groundbreaking work will continue to be required reading for all students of Scottish literary 
culture long into the future. 

At the recent SSCBA AGM Mrs. Jane Brown, Past-President of Dumfries Ladies Burns 
Club No. 1, was elected President for the ensuing three years Mr. David Miller, Burns Howff 
Club was elected Senior Vice-President and Mr. Michael Duguid, Gatehouse of Fleet Burns 
Club, elected Junior VP.  Mrs. E. Haining was re elected Treasurer and Mr. John M. Caskie 
was elected Secretary. Mr. D. Smith was re elected Publicity Officer.
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“As I cam by Crochallan
I cannily keekit ben,
Rattlin’, roarin’ Willie

Was sittin’ at yon boord-en’,
Sittin’ at yon boord-en’,

And amang guid companie:
Rattlin’, roarin’ Willie,

You’re welcome hame to me.”

William Dunbar & Robert Burns
By Kirsten Easdale

William Dunbar of Boath (c.1740-1807) was from an old Scottish Noble family.
He was one of 5 siblings born at ‘Boath House’, in Auldearn, Nairnshire, described in 

1798’s “A Survey of the Province of Moray”, “In a green dale, northward of the village, is the 
seat of the ancient family of the Dunbars of Boath.  It is pleasantly situated on the back of a 
winding brook; the garden, plantation, and ornamental cultivation, decorate the environs of 
the handsome structure.” 

In this letter to his brother Alexander, dated September 7th 1768, William describes a 
round of visits at Boath, “…an uninterrupted course of visits and card-playing has put it 
beyond my power to pay that tribute which I owe to you…, I am not vain enough to imagine 
that anything, the produce of this Northern clime, can so much as engage the attention of a 
gentleman encircled by the splendid allurements of a capital where pleasure springs under 
every footstep…Mr Cosmo Gordon (son of 2nd Earl of Aberdeen) Jock Innes, and I travelled 
together.  I parted from them at the Bridge of Dy, and prosecuted my intentions of joining 
my friends at Kemnay.” (Alexander’s wife Jane’s family home), “Miss Mary Burnett (Jane’s 
sister),…would be accounted handsome even at Vauxhall or ‘Raneleigh..”.

Dunbar was less enamoured by one of Alexander’s friends, “..an old college acquaintance 
of yours called Bean….I thought him a puppie, and d----- forward in prating…..Dr Levingston 
of Aberdeen is in attendance at Castle Gordon to introduce to the world a young Marquis or 
a Lady, perhaps both – for the Duchess is prodigiously big”.   He ends with “I would execute 
any commands you may have…Believe me to be, with the greatest regard and affection, my 
dear Sandie, your sincere friend and obedient servant, Will Dunbar”

A Writer to the Signet, and representative elder of Nairn Town Council to the General 
Assembly, for several years, Dunbar was also the ‘Colonel’ of the Crochallan Fencibles’.  He 
would have been aged 46, when Burns’ first arrived in Edinburgh.  

Burns had been introduced to the Crochallans by its founder, printer William Smellie.
“Frae wast to south, tell ilka callan’
The corps maun anchor at Chro callan,
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“And wha gaes there?” thrice Millar gruntit;
“I,” rattlin’ Willie roar’d, and duntit,”  (Vincent Lunardi)
The bawdy songs in “The Merry Muse of Caledonia” were first heard there, and it is 

these gentlemen who were the “convivial and not very select society” that Dugald Stewart 
referred to, in Currie’s edition, (“The Works...” 1800).

A large number of the Crochallans were also members of Cannongate Kilwinning Lodge.  
Dunbar was Senior Warden, when Burns was admitted as a member there, on February 

1st, 1787.  Dunbar later became the lodge’s ‘Right Worshipful Master’, and he can be seen 
in the 1846 “Inauguration” painting by William Stewart Watson RIA.  

Dunbar was a subscriber to Burns’ 1st Edinburgh Edition and Burns writes to him on 
the 30th April, 1787, enclosing a presentation copy, “Dear Sir – In justice to Spencer, I 
must acknowledge that there is scarcely a poet in the language could have been a more 
agreeable present to me;.…I have not met with a man in Edinburgh to whom I would so 
willingly have been indebted for the gift.”, and reveals some of his anticipation about his 
inevitable departure. “The time is approaching when I shall return to my shades; and I 
am afraid my numerous Edinburgh friendships are of so tender a construction, that they 
will not bear carriage with me - Yours is one of the few that I could wish of a more robust 
constitution.”

The day before his Border tour with Robert Ainslie, Burns writes to James Johnson, 
“When Dunbar and you meet, tell him that I left Edinburgh with the idea of him hanging 
somewhere about my heart”.

Before embarking on his Highland tour, Dunbar gave Burns a letter of introduction to 
William Inglis, Baillie of Inverness.  On September 5th, Burns and William Nicol, dined with 
Inglis’ family at Kingsmills House.  They breakfasted with another of Dunbar’s friends at 
Elgin.  

Before Burns departed for Mauchline, Dunbar sent him another book.  Burns was 
delighted with this (but perhaps more so, with Dunbar’s correspondence), expressing 
his thanks, “Your correspondence I have often wished to ask….I think there is something 
strongly congenial in our minds.“

Burns follows this up from Mauchline (April 7th), “Except one worthy young fellow I have 
not a single correspondent in Edinburgh…I expect your gazette: what les beaux Esprits are 
saying, what they are doing, and what they are singing.”, and expresses his enthusiasm for 
collecting, amending and writing for the “Scots Musical Museum”.

An interesting letter, from Ellisland (September 1788), thanking Dunbar for “Cowper’s 
poems”, whom Burns describes as “the best poet out of sight since Thomson”, (enclosing 
“To Robert Graham of Fintry Esq.”), refers to an incident involving Dunbar’s nieces.  It is 
this letter, which I think could be the cause of the breakdown in correspondence between 
the two men. “…your two little nieces. – I was going to call them two little Angels; but when 
I consider, though their looks have all that celestial sweetness,…that one would expect 
of a young inhabitant of Heaven,….yet there is a something,…about their eyes,…in their 
fascinating way of using them…I am positively of opinion that there is more bewitching 
destructive mischief in one of their GLANCES, than in the worst half of “Satan’s invisible 
world discovered.”...I give the young ladies notice, that, married man as I am, & consequently 
out of the field of danger, still I have so much regard for the welfare of the world I lately left, 
that I have half a thought of advertising them in RHYME, to put mankind on their guard 
against such a dangerous & still growing Mischief.-“

Burns was not used to the flirtatious behaviour, condoned in the chaste atmosphere of 
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Edinburgh’s upper class salons, and it is possible that Dunbar thought him “Damned forward 
in prating”.  

Whatever was excused, in the all male, environs of his Edinburgh clique, I can imagine 
Dunbar having a different view when the morality of his female kin were in question, and to 
someone of Dunbar’s social class, Burns was after all, only a farmer.  

This would not be the last time that Burns would misread the social cues of his ‘betters’, 
and the cold shoulder that, I presume, ensued from Dunbar, would have hurt Burns as 
deeply as the similar treatment he received from Robert Riddell when he ‘offended’ his 
family, five years later.

Burns had experienced, first hand, the social exclusion, and consequential injustices 
meted out to those of his own class, through the prejudices of the ‘unco guid’ and minor 
gentry, in Ayrshire, whose general attitude is summed up in “The Twa Dogs”.

 “But then to see how ye’re  negleckit,           
How huff’d, and cuff’d, and disrespeckit!      
Lord, man, our gentry care as little
For delvers, ditchers, an’ sic cattle;              
They gang as saucy by poor folk,                
As I wad by a stinkin brock.”    
Writing to Dunbar (1788), “.why may not a son of Poverty with an intelligent mind and an 

independent spirit, make an agreeable intimate or an entertaining Correspondent?...what 
are the richest attainments of Fortune, to Intelligence and Worth?-“.  Whatever friendship 
had existed, was now waning. “You made me happy once in the idea that I should enjoy 
your correspondence…must I think of you what I never thought of you before, that you are 
one of the herd of mankind?.....I had set so much store by your friendship, that I shall not so 
easily part with the hope I had fondly indulged of its being one of the permanent enjoyments 
of my life.”  Burns mentions his impending visit to Edinburgh and his hope of seeing Dunbar, 
enclosing the lines written “In Friars Carse Hermitage”.

A month later, Burns sends a ‘ewe milk cheese’ to Peter Hill, naming those who are to 
share it, “My facetious little friend Dunbar I would wish also to be a partaker; not to digest 
his spleen, for that he laughs off, but to digest the last night’s wine at the last field-day of the 
Crochallan corps.”

The following year, to Alexander Cunningham, “You, he (Cleghorn), and the noble 
Colonel of the Crochallan Fencibles are to me Dear as the ruddy drops which warm my 
heart-.  I have got a good mind to make verses on you all, to the tune of Three guid fellows 
ayont yon glen”.

Seven months later, hurt by Dunbar’s silence, “why, my dear much esteemed Sir, should 
you and I let negligent indolence, for I know it is nothing worse, step in between us and 
bar the enjoyment of a mutual correspondence?....then, let never the moon change on our 
silence any more.”  Burns describes his excise and farming duties, and his work on the 
“Scots Musical Museum”, and closes with “I often take up a volume of my Spenser to realise 
you to my imagination, and think over the social scenes we have had together. God grant 
that there may be another world.…where these rubs and plagues of absence, distance, 
misfortunes, ill-health, etc., shall no more damp hilarity and divide friendship.”.

Dunbar sent a letter, the following year, supposing that the poet had been “translated to 
Elysium to sing to the immortals, as his voice had not been heard of, of late, on Earth.”.  This 
brought an effusive reply from Burns (January 1791), “Many happy returns of the season 
await my friend. May the thorns of care never beset his path!  May peace be an inmate of his 
bosom, and rapture a frequent visitor of his soul!  May the blood-hounds of misfortune never 
track his steps, nor the screech-owl of sorrow alarm his dwelling! May enjoyment tell thy 
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hours, and pleasure number thy days, thou friend of the Bard! “Blessed be he that blesseth 
thee, and cursed be he that curseth thee!!!”

Burns visited Edinburgh in November 1791.  There is no record of any further 
correspondence between the men.  

To Peter Hill, (February 1794), Burns writes, “If you meet with my much-valued old friend, 
Colonel Dunbar of the Crochallan Fencibles, remember me most affectionately to him.- Alas! 
Not infrequently, when my heart is in a wavering humor, I live past scenes over again – to my 
mind’s eye, you, Dunbar, Cleghorn, Cunningham, &c.-present their friendly phiz; my bosom 
aches with tender recollections!”

Robert Burns paid Dunbar the ultimate compliment, by immortalising him in “Rattlin’ 
Roarin Willie”, “The last stanza of this song is mine: it was composed out of compliment to 
one of the worthiest fellows in the world, William Dunbar Esq, writer to the signet Edinburgh, 
and Colonel of the Crochallan Corps – a club of wits who took that title at the time of raising 
the Fencible regiments. RB”

Dunbar went on to become ‘Inspector General of Stamp Duties in Scotland.  
He died in Edinburgh, on February 18th, 1807 and his body interred 2 days later at 

Martyrs’ Tomb, Greyfriars Kirkyard.
Although Dunbar had remained a bachelor, he fathered a daughter, Mary Dunbar 

(c.1775-1862).
Mary was known to have lived in Forres until her death in 1862.  Forres is less than 8 

miles from Boath however it’s unlikely that Dunbar would have acknowledged Mary, in the 
way that Burns had accepted his own illegitimate children. 

Dunbar’s niece, Helen Dunbar of Boath (1775-1835), was very different from her 
coquettish, Edinburgh cousins, as witnessed in this extract from an addition made to her will 
in October 1834.  

“I Helen Dunbar of Boath…leave and bequeath to Mary Dunbar presently residing in 
Forres natural daughter of my late uncle William Dunbar Esquire Writer to the Signet an 
annuity of Three pounds sterling yearly payable at Whitsunday each year….during all the 
days of her life.”

Mary is described in the 1841 census, at the age of 66, as a ‘stocking maker’, and as 
‘formerly a domestic servant’ on her death certificate.  She remained a spinster, dying of ‘old 
age’ at the age of 86, in North Back Street, Forres.   

“Burnsiana”: The Collections of John Dawson Ross
Dr. Corey E. Andrews, Youngston State University, Ohio.

Though little known today, John Dawson Ross, an avid collector of “Burnsiana,” created 
a substantial body of work dedicated to celebrating the genius and accomplishments of 
Robert Burns. Providing a range of newspaper accounts, “Immortal Memory” speeches at 
Burns Club meetings, poetic tributes, and various Burns-related items, Ross’s collections 
of “Burnsiana” are panoramic collages of international popular cultural appreciation of 
Scotland’s national bard. A Scottish emigrant to the United States, John Dawson Ross (1853-
1939) wrote and/or edited thirty-two books on Burns and was an Honorary Life President of 
the Burns Federation from 1932 until his death. In his role as de facto Burnsiana collector-in-
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chief, Ross gathered a wide array of material that provides insight into how general readers 
reacted to Burns and his body of work.1 

For example, in a speech found in Ross’s The Burns Scrapbook (1893), James Kennedy 
discusses the “Genius of Robert Burns” during the occasion of a statue-unveiling ceremony 
in Albany, New York. Beginning with hyperbole—”the occasion of unveiling a statue 
of Robert Burns at Albany was one of the most enthusiastic gatherings of Scots held in 
the Western World” —Kennedy attends to his subject with deliberation, confidence, and 
absolute certainty that his audience shares his assumptions about Burns.2 The following 
quote is a representative sample of Kennedy’s convictions about Burns and his value for 
Scots abroad and at home:

Genius is always the gift of God, and when truly exercised, according to its nature, ought 
to be reverenced as such. Scotland owed much to Burns. Scotland gave him little, and in the 
very meagreness of his reward for his royal gift of song we perceive something of the heroic 
side of Burns’ character. He was completely conscious of his matchless power. He knew his 
worth, but uncomplainingly he passed his short, sad years in humble drudgery. (46) 

Keywords and concepts spring from this passage—”gift,” reverence,” “matchless 
power,” “worth”—that alert the reader of the injustice done to Burns, as well as the need to 
compensate for this treatment. Particularly in the “Burnsiana” collected from abroad, such 
themes find common expression.

 An anonymous piece from The Burns Scrapbook entitled “The 25th of January” 
echoes Kennedy’s speech; in this case, the celebration of Burns’s birthday is regarded as a 
national duty to be performed by all Scots. The writer notes that “on this date, in every part of 
the civilized world, Scotsmen and others assemble together and pay homage to the memory 
of Robert Burns. And surely the display of hero worship in this instance is a justifiable one.”3 
This practice of hero-worship is found frequently in the commentary expressed in Ross’s 
“Burnsiana” collections. Another anonymous piece from The Burns Scrapbook testifies to 
this common perception of Burns as heroic figure. Entitled “The Politics of Burns,” the piece 
represents the poet as a national hero who seeks to share democratic freedom with all those 
who desire it:   “Pre-eminently patriotic, burning with Scottish fire, vehement first of all for 
Scottish freedom, his great soul, however, wished nothing for Scotsmen that could not be 
shared by all mankind.”4 

Claiming that “he was a true and intelligent Democrat … [who] believed in freedom 
based upon intelligence, courage and self-respect” (86), the writer of “The Politics of Burns” 
examines the “true genius” of Burns as it applies to political freedom for all. The view 
expressed echoes the appreciation of Burns expressed by Romantic poets like Wordsworth: 
“Like every true genius, Burns penetrated through all non-essentials and external wrappings 
and appearances to the essential and vital principles of things—to the real humanity. Like 
every true genius, he was also for giving world-wide, universal application to whatever he 
deemed right for the individual man” (86). 

 In a short essay “The Centenary of 1859” collected in The Burns Scrapbook, D. 
Walker Brown describes Burns’s national worth with recourse to similar imagery and diction. 
Brown suggests that “no man needs less the presence of the marble bust or of the bronze 
statue to perpetuate his memory than does Robert Burns—for no man ever lived more 
truly in the hearts of the people—and yet to the memory of no son of Scotland have so 
many tributes been raised.”5 Remarking that “in Kilmarnock and Dumfries they point us 
to shrines and memorials of him who once trod their streets” (179), Brown considers how 
Burns may represent “Scottishness” in places where no shrine is erected. In such cases, the 
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appropriate vehicle of veneration is poetry itself: Brown claims that “no Scottish poet worthy 
the name has but written at his best when for his theme he had the genius and undying fame 
of our national poet” (179). 

An opposing view is offered by Rev. Dr. William Smart in his “Tribute to the Memory of 
Burns, Delivered at the Anniversary of St. Andrews’s Society, Albany, N.Y., November 30th, 
1888,” which is found in Ross’s The Burns Almanac (1898). Smart claims that “no words 
of mine can equal the beautiful statue, itself a poem in bronze and marble, which shall 
perpetuate the form and visage of Burns as he once appeared among men.”6 Describing 
Burns as “nature’s minstrel” (113), Smart examines Burns in more depth than is seen in many 
of the prose or verse tributes collected by Ross. Perhaps owing to his clerical character, 
Smart (following the lead of many literary critics and poets) explores the contradictory nature 
of Burns’s genius. 

 Asking “what feeling of the human breast is there which his genius has not 
transfigured” (113), Smart attempts to evaluate and understand the sources of Burns’s 
greatness as a poet and a man. Reckoning back to Henry Mackenzie’s construction of 
Burns as a “Heaven-taught ploughman,” Smart stresses the limitations imposed by the 
poet’s social background and origins. Expressing amazement over “the compass of Burns’ 
song” (114), Smart remarks on “how narrow was his lot and how little he knew by experience 
of the great world…. The Bible and Ramsey’s [sic] collection of Scotch songs were the only 
books from which he could have drawn inspiration. Nature rather than art was his teacher” 
(114). Smart employs Burnsian vocabulary as shorthand for defining the poet—”it is as the 
heart’s truest minstrel that Burns in his songs has revealed his highest power” (115)—while 
emphasizing the “naturalness” of his body of work: “He is the most natural of poets. He is 
never betrayed into affectation or rant” (115). 

Although his social origins limited his access to education (according to Smart) and 
ended his life prematurely—”born and reared in poverty, his whole life was a battle, all too 
quickly o’er, with the incongruities of his lofty genius and lowly circumstances” (117)—Burns 
nevertheless represents the epitome of his class and nation. Smart claims that “He was 
himself a sample of the class which has ever been the glory of Scotland, her peasantry, 
the best of any land” (117). The more interesting elements of Smart’s tribute appear in his 
discussion of Burns’s moral failings, seen as regrettable side effects of genius. In Smart’s 
account, Burns is valiant even in defeat: “He fought against his own weakness, and while it 
cannot be said that he succeeded, yet the aspersions which his enemies cast upon his life, 
do not fit into the fact that he discharged the duties of his office with singular fidelity” (116). 
The office Smart refers to here not only includes Burns’s work as an excise collector but also 
his duties as a husband and father. Smart ends his tribute with a speculation about genius 
and class that cuts to the heart of much popular cultural commentary on the poet: “Perhaps 
if he had not been so sturdily independent, it had been better for him. Perchance if he had 
been so gifted, he had been more successful in the ordinary occupations of life. Nature 
made him a poet. He tried hard to be a farmer. He could not be both” (119).

In Ross’s collection The Memory of Burns (1899), Archibald Philip Primrose, the fifth Earl 
of Rosebery, responds to the national veneration of Burns in an address that he delivered 
at Dumfries on July 21, 1896. Speaking about the centenary celebrations of Burns’s death, 
Roseberry remarks that “we are surrounded by the choicest and the most sacred haunts of 
the poet.”7 Primrose comments on the continuing presence of Burns in the life of the Scottish 
nation, claiming that “mankind owes him a general debt. But the debt of Scotland is special. 
For Burns exalted our race; he hallowed Scotland and the Scottish tongue” (38). In order 
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to prove this point, Primrose provides a brief historical sketch of Scotland before Burns, 
elaborating on the deleterious effects of the Union of Crowns in 1603 and the Legislative 
Union of 1707: “From the time of the union of the Crowns, and, still more, from the time of 
the Legislative Union, Scotland had lapsed into obscurity. Except for an occasional riot or a 
Jacobite rising, her existence was almost forgotten” (38). 

To revive Scotland, Burns would need stronger ingredients than riots or Jacobite revolts; 
in Primrose’s view, only the Scots language could perform this essential national operation if 
wielded by a master-poet like Burns: “The Scottish dialect, as Burns called it, was in danger 
of perishing. Burns seemed at this juncture to start to his feet and reassert Scotland’s claim 
to national existence” (38). As an act of gratitude for accomplishing this heroic task, Burns 
receives the homage of the speaker and attendees at the Dumfries “shrine.” Primrose 
remarks that “we are rather a sort of poetical Mohammedans gathered at a sort of poetical 
Mecca” (38), gathered to remember too late the greatness of their national bard: “His death 
revived the flagging interest and pride that had been felt for him. As usual, men began to 
realise what they had lost when it was too late” (41). Roseberry concludes his tribute to 
departed genius by reflecting on the timing of Burns’s death; wondering if Burns “was … 
fortunate in his death—that death which we commemorate,” Roseberry claims that “there 
can, I fancy, be only one answer: it was well that he died when he did. It might have even 
been better for himself had he died a littler earlier” (42). 

This peculiar response might be seen as the undercurrent beneath the steady flow of 
popular cultural appreciations of Burns in the nineteenth century. As Primrose observed 
in his address, “Burns had honour in his lifetime, but his fame has rolled like a snowball 
since its death, and it rolls on” (44). Stemming the tide of Burns’s fame was impossible, but 
apologists and enthusiasts sought to control and verify the version of Burns that met their 
standards. In his essay entitled “Misconceptions Regarding Burns” in The Burns Almanac, 
John Dawson Ross himself attempts to clarify the current state of the popular cultural 
response to Burns: “No poet has received the same amount of censure and praise from the 
world at large as has Robert Burns.”8 To redress the “misconceptions” that have generated 
so much “censure” of the poet, Ross refers at first to historical context: “His faults have been 
greatly magnified and … many of them, were simply the faults common to the age in which 
he lived” (135). 

Claiming that Burns was “one of the brightest geniuses ever born in Scotland,” Ross 
defends his practice of collecting “Burnsiana” by separating Burns’s life from his work: “It is 
not the life of Burns his admirers are enthusiastic about, but his high-born, unapproachable, 
poetic genius” (135). The defensiveness of Ross’s brand of enthusiasm is demonstrated 
nowhere more clearly than in the full title of his collection entitled Henley and Burns, or the 
Critic Censured: Being a Collection of Papers Replying to an Offensive Critique of the Life, 
Genius, and Achievements of the Scottish Poet (1901). Responding to the publication of 
Burns’s collected works edited by W.E. Henley and T.F. Henderson in 1896, Ross assembled 
a scrapbook of newspaper editorials that offered a rebuttal of Henley’s “offensive critique of 
the life, genius, and achievements” of Burns. 

In an anonymous editorial entitled “Henleyism and the First Edition of Burns” from The 
Scotsman (February 15, 1898), the writer alludes to Burns’s continuing popularity: “Despite 
the criticism of Mr. W.E. Henley in the Centenary Edition, there are as yet no signs that the 
poet’s popularity is on the wane.”9 Asserting that “Mr. Henley is a Superior Person, and he 
is conscious of his Superiority” (1), the writer lays out Henley’s case against Burns: “His 
position is that ‘Burns is and was ever the Poet of the Uncritical’” (2). Even the authority of 
Carlyle is disputed by Henley, who argues that “Carlyle, who couldn’t drink and therefore 
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hated liquor, is practically the father of All Them that Babble in Burns Clubs” (qtd. in Henley 
and Burns 2). Unable to rebut Henley’s charges, the writer simply asks, “Who is this literary 
iconoclast who has come out to destroy our Scottish literary idols?” (2). 

In another anonymous editorial, this one entitled “A Critic Scarified” from The Kilmarnock 
Standard (January 21, 1899), the writer offers a more combative approach to Henley’s 
“offensive critique.” The editorial begins by ruminating upon the celebration of Burns’s 
birthday, a common strategy even in current accounts of “Burns Day” events in Scottish 
newspapers:

This particular date in January has come to be regarded as one of the set times of the 
nation for social intercourse, apart altogether from what at first it was undoubtedly meant to 
commemorate. The Scot, outwith the bounds of his native country, is proverbially clannish, 
and eagerly embraces every opportunity calculated to bring together his fellow-countrymen 
in sufficient numbers to realise to the full the heart-stirring sentiments embalmed in 
“Langsyne,” which might very appropriately be adopted as the National Anthem.10 

The passage at first appears to admit that the Burns Day celebrations have become 
meaningless rituals for social gathering; as the writer continues, however, Burns is valorized 
as the author of “heart-stirring sentiments” which, though “embalmed” in his most famous 
song, nevertheless serve to unify Scots the world over. 

 To this writer, the “offensiveness” of Henley’s critique comes from the editor’s 
reluctance to accord any value to the “sentimental” side of Burns. For this very reason, 
Henley had wholly dismissed one of the most popular of Burns’s poems in the nineteenth 
century, “The Cotter’s Saturday Night.” The editorial writer notes “‘The Cotter’s Saturday 
Night’ is adduced as an illustration of [Burns’s] ignorance of the Scottish peasantry whom he 
writes down to with so much gusto and cocksureness. Of this piece, Mr. Henley says ‘it was 
doomed to popularity from the first, being of its essence sentimental, and therefore untrue’” 
(26). To counteract such criticism and “scarify” the critic Henley, the editorial writer states 
that “the national poet of Scotland is the exponent of the national sentiment and aspirations 
in a degree never attained by any other poet, ancient or modern, that he has gained such a 
hold upon the people—a hold so deep and powerful that Burns and Scotland are with them 
almost interchangeable terms” (24). 

Such bold claims near the beginning of the twentieth century suggest that Burns’s popular 
cultural significance was in no danger of diminishing. “Burnsiana” became the vehicle for 
the popular appreciation of Burns throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Enthusiasts like Ross helped to construct a collective vision of Burns that focused largely 
on his “true genius” and nationalist significance, as seen in the countless poetic tributes and 
public testimonials he collected. By fits and starts, with occasional lapses and rebukes, this 
view of Scotland’s bard has continued to influence perceptions of the poet throughout the 
twentieth century and into the twenty-first.

Notes
1  I would like to thank Patrick Scott for his help in finding biographical information on John Dawson Ross.
2  John Dawson Ross, ed., The Burns Scrapbook (New York, 1893), 46.
3  Ibid, 61.
4  Ibid, 85.
5  Ibid, 179.
6  John Dawson Ross, ed., The Burns Almanac (New York, 1898), 112.
7  John Dawson Ross, ed., The Memory of Burns (Glasgow, 1899), 37.
8  Ross, The Burns Almanac 134.
9  John Dawson Ross, ed., Henley and Burns, or the Critic Censured (Stirling, 1901), 1.
10  Ibid, 23.
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Events at Alloway
The management of the new Birthplace Museum are aiming to actively engage with 

enthusiasts by running an interesting and varied programme of events with something 
to suit all. Several musical evenings, dance performances and demonstrations, lectures, 
seasonal parties and social gatherings are programmed in a busy schedule. Local Burnsian 
volunteers enthusiastically join in to lend their expertise to many of the events.   There is 
sure to be something to suit anyone, check out the programme and go along for some Burns 
entertainment or education. 

Burnsiana at The Birthplace Museum
“Robert Burns; Inventing Tradition and Securing Memory, 1796-1909” funded by The 

Arts and Humanities Council, was a joint project under Prof Murray Pittock of Glasgow 
University with Prof Christopher Whatley of Dundee University studying the relationship 
between literary and material culture in the manner in which Robert Burns is remembered, 
and comparing this memorialisation with that of other literary figures.    An important 
outcome from this project are two online resources; a catalogue of public Burns monuments 
worldwide and online classification of all manner of Burnsiana, allowing a whole range of 
images of Burns souvenirs and memorabilia to be available for browsing and study.  The 
RBBM collection had been key in much of the study and as the research project drew to a 
conclusion an exhibition was mounted in the Robertson Room of the Birthplace Museum 
displaying some typical items of Burnsiana supported with display boards of interpretative 
information indicating the results of the project.   

On the concluding Sunday of the exhibition Professor Murray Pittock gave a brief talk on 
some of the findings. He began by describing the examination of Burns statuary worldwide, 
highlighting what was virtually a small industry in the 19thC producing Burns statues, relating 
the numbers of these and their styles to other historical and literary figures such as Byron 
and Nelson, going on to compare the similarities and variations in the style and architecture 
of various monuments.

Moving on to small objects, some time was spent on Mauchlineware, focussing on the 
ubiquitous nature of these mass produced items leading to an apparent Ayrshire dominance 
of its image as “Burns Country” almost to the exclusion of other important locations.    The 
project had also noted specific gender distinctions in the types of objects and images 
used on items produced for the souvenir market, items for men biased towards poems 
which applauded drinking, carousing and conviviality, with images of Tam o’ Shanter 
dominating, while items for the female market tended to be domestic or household objects. 
The predominance of Highland Mary as an object had been the subject of much study, - 
the conclusion suggesting the position of Highland Mary in the Burns story had long since 
ceased to be dependent on textual support, Prof Pittock pointing out that Burns had laid the 
basis for much of the mythology in his own writings, thus emphasising that the way Burns is 
remembered is about more than his poetry.  Differences in giftware for the overseas markets 
had been noted and this suggested that there were, and still are, differing perceptions of 
Burns.
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Running along with this lecture was 
“Burnsianarama”, an open invitation to 
collectors to bring along their treasures for 
examination and opinion of the panel.   There 
was all manner of plates, jugs, drinking 
vessels, souvenir pottery and ornaments, 
some very nice pieces of Mauchlineware, 
a range of books of variable vintage,  and 
a variety of Club memorabilia including 
a dinner programme from 1963 where 
as a young man  the great Donald Dewar 
had given the main toast and bearing his 
signature.  A collection of Victorian cufflinks 
showed an image of Burns on one button 
with the cottage, thistles or tartan on the 
other.  A unique silver ear-stud in the image 
of Burns head, specially commissioned for 
the present owner, was one of the more 
recent pieces. Such was the variety of 
Burnsiana, emphasising the enormity of the 
task faced by the researchers in their quest 
to encompass the objects memorialising our 
Bard.

New Curator Appointed at Alloway
Amy Miller has been appointed Curator at RBBM succeeding David Hopes in this 

essential role managing the world’s largest collection of Burns manuscripts, artefacts and 
memorabilia.

PhD Student sought by Centre for Robert Burns Studies
The Centre are to select a PhD student to work alongside the scholarly team in the 

editing of the first volume of the Oxford University Press edition of Burns Works and to 
pursue independent research into Burns use of language.  Research will be supported for 
three years and it is expected that further such PhD studentships will be established as the 
AHRC funded project “Editing Burns for the 21st Century” progresses.

2012 Glasgow Conference
The provisional programme has been announced for next January’s conference, to be 

held jointly by Glasgow University and the DNBC, on Saturday 14th January, in the Western 
Infirmary Lecture Theatre.  Over a dozen speakers from around the globe are scheduled to 
provide a full day of quality erudition and entertainment, with lunch and refreshments.  Make 
sure you put this date in your diary and look for further details as they are announced. 
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O Scotia! my dear, my native soil
Coldstream Burns Club commemorate anniversary of Burns first venture outside Scotland.

The picture shows Coldstream Burns Club 
President Rob Smith kneeling in the manner 
of Burns reciting the last two stanzas  from The 
Cotter’s Saturday Night,  as the Club and visitors 
gather on the Seaton Bridge over the Tweed 
crossed by Burns on 7th May 1787 for his first brief 
visit into England.   Alongside Pres. Rob are Club 
Pipers Duncan and Rob Bell, Standard Bearer 
Martin Johnstone, with Hon Pres Jim Davidson 
and Secretary John Elliot beside the tablet placed 

on the bridge west parapet by the Club in 1926. The local Police held the traffic to allow full 
use of the bridge and after Rob’s address and the laying of floral tributes the party moved 
to the banks of the river for celebration toasts and orations.   Dave Scott of Duns gave a 
spirited and uplifting address to the Poet, and Jim Davidson toasted the Club.  After further 
drams the company, including delegations from Eyemouth Clachan, Duns, Kelso, Hawick, 
Dumfries Howff and Berwick St Andrew, returned to town to enjoy substantial refreshments 
and great entertainment. 

Burns Portraits
On June 9th, Edinburgh Burns Club joined with the Scottish Arts Club at their rooms in 

Rutland Square for a joint evening to hear James Holloway, Director of the Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery give his opinion of various portraits of Robert Burns. Backed by illustrations,  
Mr. Holloway focused on the portraiture of Burns in life, being rather dismissive of the Taylor 
portrait as poor both as art and likeness, and pausing to give quite extensive details of 
Alexander Nasmyth’s career, much of it drawn from the biography by his son James.  He 
spoke of Nasmyth’s early development as an artist and the spotting of his unusual talent by 
Allan Ramsay who took Nasmyth to London to study with him.  On his return to Edinburgh he 
established as a portrait painter and enjoyed the patronage of Patrick Miller of Dalswinton, 
allowing him to go to Italy to study the masters, emphasising that Nasmyth was very much 
a quality portrait painter and not the landscape artist that he is popularly held to be from his 
declaration to Creech, albeit that Nasmyth did paint some very fine landscape scenes.  Mr. 
Holloway moved on to the other portraits of the period, their merits as art and usefulness 
as Burns likeness, concluding with a look at some of the posthumous works, mainly after 
Nasmyth, suggesting a particular fondness for the Skirving pastel. This extensive talk 
provoked a number of questions from the audience concluding a fine evening. 

Lanarkshire Association meets 
at Covington Mains 

A gathering to mark Burns overnight stay at 
Covington Mains in November 1786 is held annually 
at the cairn erected by Lanarkshire Association.  This 
year in splendid sunshine on 3rd July a large crowd 
including several Club and association Presidents, 
heard an oration by Mike Duguid, before wreaths were 
laid and the company adjourned to The Tinto Hotel for 
an afternoon of entertainment.

Mike Duguid, President David Baird and 
Lanarkshire Association President Eric 

Budgell enjoy the sunshine by the cairn.
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Anniversary of Wauchope Visit

President George Macdonald of Hawick 
Burns Club leads celebrations at 

Wauchope, commemorating Burns visit 

Jean Armour Tribute and Dinner
Dumfries Burns Howff 

Club gathered on July 4th at 
the statue to “Bonny Jean” 
for the annual ceremony 
to pay tribute to the wife of 
Scotland’s National Bard. 
President Frank Manson 
welcomed the company 
and placed a floral spray 
on the plinth. David Baird, 
President of the Robert 
Burns World Federation, 
delivered a eulogy to Jean 
Armour and club piper, Callum Watson played a stirring medley. Later in the Globe Inn, 
President Frank chaired the 7th Jean Armour Dinner with a toast to “Jean Armour” from Mrs. 
Josephine Neal of Dumfries, in which she related an imaginary encounter between Robert 
Burns and “Auld Nick”, all delivered in the “Guid Scots Tongue”.  Kevin Thompson from Fife 
appeared as Burns and took the company on a musical journey among the other women in 
Burns’ life from Mrs. Dunlop, of Dunlop to Nancy McIlhose of Edinburgh in whose honour 
the Bard wrote “Ae Fond Kiss”, one of the most famous love songs in history. Contributing 
to a stellar entertainment programme was Leona Evans, “Young Burnsian of the Year” for 
2011, who captivated her audience with her version of “Fair Helen of Kirkconnel Lea” and 
later with “Auld Lang Syne” in its original setting. Avril Kerr delighted the company with her 
own recitations and club members Bill Welsh, Frank Curran and John Caskie sustained the 
programme with favourites, old and new. 

Group at Jean Armour statue, Dumfries

Niagara Falls Burns

Niagara Falls Burns Club meet  
annually  in July at the Rowan Tree  

planted as a commemoration.

LATE NEWS Long serving Federation Members will remember John Little of Bonny 
Doon Burns Club in Hamilton Ontario erecting a magnificent nine foot cairn with a beautiful 
inscribed plaque to Burns in Gage Park, Hamilton, back in 1984.    Despite the closing 
of Bonny Doon club, John and a few fellow enthusiasts still meet annually in July for a 
remembrance service, conducted By Rev Dr Francis Chisolm who officiated at the first 
ceremony.
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Edinburgh Associations Monumental Event
Meeting at Lodge Liberton, Burnsians from throughout Scotland gathered for a day of 

celebration and entertainment being first conveyed to the Burns Monument off Regent Road 
for a programme of song and verse and some well-chosen words from dignitaries including 
Lord Provost George Grubb. 

 Margaret Anderson recites “To A Louse” Lord Provost George Grubb addresses the gathering

After a variety of poems and song the company returned to 
Liberton for refreshments leading into the afternoon competition 
for the Tom McIlwraith Memorial Quaich, where representatives of 
Burns Associations give a poem of their choosing, this year judged 
by a panel of Bob Stewart, Ian Buick and chairman Angus Middleton.  
Winner this year was Willie Horne representing Edinburgh and 
District with a great delivery of “Epistle to Davie”.  After further 
refreshments, the day progressed into an evening of harmony. 

President David Baird presents the Quaich  
to Willie Horne, Jim Shields looks on. 

Depute First Minister joins our Lasses for Lunch
165 lasses met in Menzies Hotel Irvine on 

Sunday 15th May for the 12th annual Lasses’ 
Lunch, this year hosted by Irvine Lasses Burns 
Club.  Guest speaker was Irvine lass The Right 
Honourable Nicola Sturgeon MSP Depute First 
Minister of Scotland.  The event was chaired by 
Margaret Cook Past President and Secretary of 
Irvine Lasses and musical items were provided 
by members.  A wonderful afternoon was 
enjoyed by all.

Next year’s Lasses Luncheon is in the Tontine 
Hotel Greenock on Sunday 13th May 2012

Margaret Cook.
Commemorations in Ayr

Sunday 24th July. President Tom Morrall of Ayr Burns Club welcomed a gathering of 
Burnsians to the Burns Statue in Ayr for the annual wreath laying ceremony. David Baird, 
President of the WRBF placed the first wreath and was followed by Provost Winifred Sloan 
of South Ayrshire Council and then delegates from Ayrshire Burns Clubs. Later, at the 
Wallace Burns Cairn in Leglen Wood, on a glorious warm and sunny afternoon, President 
Tom delivered a tribute to William Wallace and Robert Burns and following the wreath laying 
ceremony, The Rev. Neil McNaught of Alloway Parish Church called the company to prayer. 

Top table guest at the Lasses’ Lunch.
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Beth Clelland, the President of Ayr and District Youth Robert Burns Club, recited from “The 
Brigs of Ayr” and WRBF President David Baird delivered a brief oration. The Rev. McNaught 
spoke on Burns’ humanity and voices were raised in “A Man’s a Man” and “Ranting, Roving 
Robin” before the company repaired to Auchincruive House for hospitality. 

David Smith

Gathering  
at the  

Paisley Statue
A large gathering met in Fountain Gardens Paisley for 

the annual commemorations and wreath laying moving 
on to a nearby hostelry for an evening of entertainment.

Leading celebrants at the Pomeroy 
statue of Burns in Fountain Gardens. 

Brow Well Commemorative Service
Burns lovers gathered at Brow Well, Ruthwell, 

on 20th July, to commemorate the death of the 
Bard in 1796.  The company was welcomed by 
David Miller, Senior Vice President of the Southern 
Scottish Counties Burns Association, deputising for 
President Jane Brown. Mr Miller spoke of the poet 
being sent by his doctor to drink the Chalybeate 
waters from the well and to bathe in the nearby 
Solway as a cure for what is now known to have 
been Endocarditis or rheumatic heart disease, a 
treatment which surely accelerated his demise.

The Rev. Neil Campbell called the company to prayer and read from the King James 
Bible with which Burns would have been familiar, before the gathering sang Psalm 121, “I to 
the hills”. David Baird, President of the Robert Burns World Federation delivered the oration 
and touched on the poet’s final days in Dumfries when suffering from his terminal illness, 
described by his great friend Maria Riddell, “I was struck by his appearance on entering 
the room. The stamp of death was imprinted on his features and he seemed already to be 
touching the brink of eternity”. Burns returned to town on 18th July 1796 and immediately 
took to his bed. News spread quickly that he was dying and crowds began to gather at the 
door and he departed this world surrounded by his family and friends at just after 5.00am in 
the morning of 21st July 1796.  Mr Baird thanked the Association for arranging the annual 
ceremony for Burnsians to meet at this place on the anniversary of his death, to mark the 
genius of the man, to remember his humanity, and to celebrate his life. A floral tribute to the 
poet was placed at the well by Mos. Ruth Baird and a lament on the bagpipes was played by 
Pipe Major Callum Watson.  A Vote of Thanks was proposed by Michael Duguid, Junior Vice 
President of the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association and the company repaired to 
the Cairndale Hotel for a buffet and social evening compered by John Caskie, Secretary of 
the SSCBA and featuring contributions from artistes from Australia, France and all parts of 
Scotland. David Smith
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From the Schools Festivals
The Schools Festivals, held in the new Lockerbie Academy were a great success under 

the direction of Isa Hanley supported by her very busy committee with assistance from 
Dumfries clubs and others on the days.

In the Primary Festival, the team trophy for Recitation went to Edinburgh, Lanarkshire 
won the Singing, with Scottish Borders team picking up the Instrumental trophy.  West 
Lothian triumphed in Bagpiping and also won the trophy for best team overall. Junior 
Burnsian 2011 is Calum Brown from Grampian for his outstanding performance on the 
bagpipes.

Dumfries and Galloway took two of the team trophies in the Secondary festival, Recitation 
and Bagpiping helping them to the overall title, Edinburgh lifted the Singing team trophy, and 
Fife the Instrumental.   Leona Evans of Dumfries and Galloway is Young Burnsian 2011, her 
beautiful singing of “Where Helen Lies” wowing all who attended.

Being the best trophy winners from the various area selections, the performers at the 
festivals all gave highly creditable performances and entertained the audiences.  Standing 
out among the competitors was Otari Kakhidze representing Perth who wore his Georgian 
national costume for the event.  Also worthy of report among the participants is Ewen Brindle 
from Keith who competed in 
all four disciplines, winning his 
age group in both singing and 
recitation. 

Seven primary schools 
took part in the Choral Festival 
in Peebles High School, 
presenting the set piece “Afton 
Water” to very high standards, 
winners were Cathedral Primary, 
Motherwell.

Although numbers of entries 
reduced in the Art and Projects 
Competitions, the standards 
remained high, 14 schools 
submitted art entries, a pupil 
of Blackwood Primary, Larkhall 
winning the Toshio Namba 
Trophy, and a pupil of Douglas-
Ewart High School, Newton 
Stewart, being awarded the 
Provost Coffey Quaich. 17 Projects were submitted, The Primary Project prize, The Alex 
McIver Rosebowl went to a pupil of St Boswells Primary in Borders. This School had several 
prize winners and Convener Isa Hanley visited the school to make the presentations.

Festival talent performs at Aberdeen International Youth Festival 
The top performers from the Federation Schools Festivals were brought together in 

Aberdeen in July for a set of performances as part of Aberdeen International Youth Festival.  
This extension of the Schools Committee endeavours is coordinated by Helena Anderson-
Wright, with able assistance from several members of the Grampian Association and local 

Pupils of St Boswells Primary School, with their 
Federation awards, Euan Taylor who took 3rd place  
in Art: Gary Lemmon, 2nd place Project: and Emily 
Dagg, the winner in the Project category with the  

Alex McIver Rosebowl.
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Burns Clubs. 
With support from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, 
the project engages 
professional writers, 
directors, costumiers 
and producers to stage 
themed performances 
which showcase the 
array of quality talent 
emerging from the 
schools competitions.

Writer Alan Dunn 
had been commissioned in January to form a playlet exploring the politics of Burns 
Dumfriesshire years, and the influences this had on his works  and he came to Aberdeen 
to direct the cast as they assembled, not knowing beforehand who he would have or what 
they had to offer.  Fourteen youngsters met on Monday for the first look over the script, were 
allocated parts on Tuesday and rehearsed twelve hours a day for the next three days, with 
costumes and musical arrangements being worked out alongside, the six young musicians 
working equally hard as the music for the performance was selected. 

The Friday performances, entitled “The Illuminati” were in the magnificent Beach 
Ballroom, allowing space for the players and the audience of over 250 at each of two shows.  
There was an exhibition entitled Enlightened Burns in the foyer, giving an experience of 
that period and the influences on Burns times.  Another display showed Burns history as a 
Freemason, and a third explored the origins of the poet’s muse Coila, a main theme of the 
performances. The playlet covered the period from Burns time at Ellisland, his joining the 
Excise, the Dumfries Volunteers and on to his illness and early death. The story was told in a 
light style punctuated by a selection of songs and 
music all delivered in a polished performance 
by the cast belying the brief opportunities for 
rehearsal and development. 

After an interval The Aberdeen Youth 
Dance Centre, under the direction of Michelle 
White, staged an outstanding ballet “Coila” 
with nine young dancers in a quite outstanding 
performance depicting Burns awakening to his 
muse and depicting his life through dance and 
music.  

The programme concluded with a number 
of the young Burnsians performing their choice 
piece to the delight of the audience.  The evening 
event concluded in a grand ceilidh.

For Saturdays performance the troupe 
returned to last year’s venue, the magnificent 
Masonic Temple in Crown Street, for a “Burns 
Cabaret” featuring the youngsters performing a 
range of wonderful items to a capacity crowd who 
cheered the performances with richly deserved 
standing ovations.

Leona Evans thrills the crowd with  
her beautiful rendition of   

“Where Helen Lies”
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Robert Burns: A Life in Letters
By George Scott Wilkie, a review by Frank Shaw.

George Scott Wilkie has three other books 
on Burns so is not a newcomer to the arena. 
Wilkie’s newest edition follows in the footprints 
of the others and is an excellent study of the 
letters of Burns. The letters, I might add, are 
like his poems - talked about by a lot of people 
but actually read by few. Willkie’s book should 
go a long way in helping the Burns novice, as 
well as those who have reached the status 
of being referred to as Burnsians to read and 
understand the Bard’s letters. The publication 
is a fascinating read and I am honored to have 
opportunity to review it. Here you will find 379 
pages of sheer delight.

In my opinion, not since Ross Roy took 
pen in hand to completely reedit The Letters 
of Robert Burns by J. De Lancey Ferguson 
has a book on the letters of Burns been so 
impressively presented. Here is a volume for 
scholar and layman alike. If you have put off 
reading and studying the letters of Burns, or 
have not visited them lately, Wilkie has made 
your task much easier. Each of the letters 
chosen by him has a brief description which 
will prove invaluable to the reader. 

Since I highlight passages and turn down pages in the books I study regularly on Burns, 
they probably will be of little value to someone else in the future. This book is a good example 
as I counted 52 pages turned down at the corners and 318 highlighted with my trusty yellow 
marker. I’ll leave it to you to decide if you think I think this is a great book.

In a brief email Wilkie mentions, and I agree, “that Burns would not have wasted his time 
in pursuit of a married woman  . He goes on to say that   the world would have been a poorer 
place without the Clarinda correspondence.  We agree again.

Concluding A Life in Letters is a never before published letter to Robert Graham of 
Fintry from John Mitchell, Burns  Excise Superior. Researchers at the National Archives of 
Scotland found this letter which describes the last meeting between Mitchell and Burns and 
supplied the text of the letter for Wilkie to include in his book. In my opinion, the letter is 
worth the price of the book, and below is one sentence from this important document:

Dear Sir, 
Upon my return home, today, having been in the Country all last Week, attending 

Revenue, [I] found poor Burns was no more; [he] dyed on Thursday.  This worthy patron of 
Burns is the one he always turned to when any trouble surfaced regarding his job.

Like I said earlier, this is a most valuable book and a wonderful tool for research and 
personal enjoyment! 

£19.99 in the UK, $24.99 in the USA (ISBN 978-1-906476-16-8), £9.99 on Ebook (ISBN 
978-1-906476-37-3). Find the book on info@nwp.co.uk 
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Grampian bring Fred Freeman  
to Explain “Auld Lang Syne”

As an addendum to their efforts in the youth festival productions, Grampian Association and Aberdeen 
Burns Club hosted a talk by Dr Fred Freeman, the well-known musicologist from Edinburgh on the history 
and detail of perhaps Burns best known song, “Auld Lang Syne”

Dr Freeman gave a brief history of the song, starting at the 15thC origins, noting the 17thC versions 
and on into 18thC before Burns had his hand on it, pausing only to question why the tune Burns had used 
when he had collected the bawdy ballad “O Can Ye Labour Lea” has become the popular use, opposing 
the tune Burns had original set the song to. Dr Freeman went on to offer several proofs that Burns did not 
simply collect Auld Lang Syne, but completely reworked it to the renowned version it is today.

Dr Freeman is best known for his production of the complete collection of Burns songs on CD and he 
took questions on these along with those related to his subject of the day.

Space restrictions allow only a few words of review by Angus Middleton on 
“The Jolly Beggars” DVD

I must confirm at the outset I am a big fan of the Ayrshire group of entertainers known as ‘The Gangrel 
Bodies’, so it was with enthusiasm that I paid my £10 to purchase the new DVD . The work often known by its 
alternative title ‘’Love and Liberty’’ is Burns only attempt at work which could be staged.

The setting is authentic being recorded firstly in Poosie-Nansie’s, Mauchline then in Ayrshire’s top social 
hot spot ‘’The Shed’’ ! A display of talent and emotion follows and it certainly hits the spot.

The cast are ‘’real people’’ who depict the life and struggle of the less fortunate whom despite the odds 
being stacked against them live for the moment.

If you have been lucky enough to have watched the show at Mauchline Holy Fair this is a must for you, if 
you have not then don’t miss the opportunity to fill the gap in your Burns experience.

The DVD is dedicated to the memory of Enoch Currie who was one of life’s good guys.  Proceeds from 
the sales of this DVD fund the placing of the disc in Schools around Mauchline, help the project reach out, buy 
this DVD and enjoy. Copies will be on sale at the Peebles Conference. And from Burns sources in Ayrshire.

I commend it to you 

Burns on the Fringe
Well known Blackford comedian and Burns enthusiast Bruce Fummey reprises his 2006 show, About 

Tam O’ Shanter at this year’s Edinburgh Festival, look out for shows in Burns favourite Grassmarket hostelry, 
the Beehive Inn 4-28 Aug 8pm.  

Robert Burns: Not In My Name, reclaims Scottish bard from tourism. Kevin Williamson showcases 
radical subversive poetry in his new multimedia show reclaiming Rob from the heritage industry and showing 
people the charged, political revolutionary behind the kailyard iambics. National Library of Scotland,  4–12 & 
24–28 Aug, 7pm.

Burns: The Video Diary: Donald Smith’s multimedia dramatisation of Robert Burns’ Edinburgh days 
is at the Scottish Storytelling Centre, Gavin Paul carries the show, providing a portrait of the heaven-taught 
ploughman that is a universe away from shortbread tins. Until 30 August. 7pm

Through the testimonies of The lasses O,  five women close to Burns (midwife, storyteller, mother-in-
law, smuggler and neighbour) making the most of the low-ceilinged basement, the action circles around the 
audience, the five actresses adept at bringing her facet of Burns to life. Hendersons until 29 Aug, Sat 10am, 
Sun 8pm. 

Alicia Devine’s raucous one-woman show, Breakfast with Burns has Burns’ mother, wife, and lovers 
and all the blethers between Alloway and Edinburgh.  Hendersons 1 -5 September, 10am.



30

Burns Chronicle Summer 2011

Club Profile:-  The History of Dalry Burns Club No. 35
Dalry Burns Club was established in 1825 in the town’s ‘Montgomerie’s Inn’ (now the ‘Turf 

Inn’) when Hugh Morris and Andrew Crawford were elected Chairman and Secretary.
The first Anniversary Dinner, in January 1826, was attended by twenty local men, the majority 

of whom were weavers. Since then the Club has held an Anniversary Dinner each year, with the 
result that Dalry Burns Club boasts the longest continuous record of dinners – ‘Burns Suppers’ 
– in the world.

In this long history of celebrating the life and works of the poet, Dalry Burns Club has 
established a number of traditional features; the Club’s membership is limited to 90 (there’s 
a waiting list) and all toasts, readings and musical items at the supper are delivered by Club 
members with no outside performers employed. Apart from the ‘Memory of Burns’, the most 
important toast of the evening is the ‘Memory of Jean Armour’, in place of the more common 
‘Toast To The Lassies’. In receipt for annual dues paid, members receive a measure of whisky 
from the ‘Tappit Hen’, one of the most popular traditions.

The records and artefacts of the Club are known collectively as the ‘Cairn’.  The member who 
compiled the earliest archive of the Club was William Logan of Coldstream, who was Chairman 
in 1864.  It is thanks to William Logan that the Club has records dating back to its inception.  In 
1888, the landlord of the ‘Turf Inn’ donated several items to the Club, including two toddy ladles, 
which had been used at anniversary dinners since the earliest days.  

In recent years, the information in the Club archive has been transferred, as far as possible, 
to the internet and the records are available on the Club’s website at www.dalryburnsclub.org.uk. 

The Club is a registered Scottish Charity and a member of The Burns Federation.  While the 
Anniversary Dinner remains an important aspect of the Club’s activities, regular Club meetings 
are held throughout the year and the Club also arranges visits to Burns-related sites and events.

The Club raises funds to sponsor arts-related activities in local schools.  For many years, 
verse and singing competitions have been supported by the Club and, more recently, an art 
competition was inaugurated. Club funds are also used to finance the expanding website: apart 
from the Burns Club archive, there are extensive photographic records of ‘Old Dalry’ and ‘Dalry 
School’ and both sections of the website attract interest and additional material from contributors. 
The Club is proud to have actively supported the ‘First Edition’ project, which saw a replica of 
the printing press used for the ‘Kilmarnock Edition’ built and installed in the Dick Institute in 
Kilmarnock. The Club has also raised funds to purchase a Houston painting, ‘The Turf Inn’, 
which was reproduced on the cover of the programme for the Centenary Dinner of 1925.  George 
Houston F.R.S.A. was a noted artist who was born in Dalry and was Chairman of Dalry Burns 
Club in 1907.  The painting now hangs in the local library.  The Club also contributed funds 
towards the development of the National Trust Robert Burns Birthplace Museum in Alloway.

The Club’s most recent endeavour has been the production of the Scottish Quest Robert 
Burns Quiz E-book, over 200 questions have been amassed and published as a downloadable 
quiz.  Questions range from very easy to rather more difficult; the quiz is suitable for all ages and 
is an ideal activity for a club night or a pub quiz.  All proceeds from sales of the quiz will be used 
for charitable purposes.

The Club celebrated its 186th consecutive Anniversary Dinner on 28th January this year, 
when Chairman Willie Wallace introduced a lively selection of readings, songs and toasts, 
details of which may be found on the Club’s website at www.dalryburnsclub.org.uk.  As ever, all 
items on the programme were delivered by Club members, a tradition as old as the Club itself.  
Dalry BC welcomed guests from neighbouring Garnock Valley clubs, Kilbirnie Rosebery BC and 
Barrmill Jolly Beggars BC and the evening passed in an atmosphere of fellowship and goodwill 
in celebration of the life and works of Burns.

Strong traditions actively  live on in Dalry, ensuring a bright future for the Burns Club.
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Rose Edgar
One of the best known and loved personalities in the Robert Burns 

movement, Mrs. Rose Edgar, died suddenly but peacefully at home in 
Terregles, Dumfries on 9th June shortly after returning from a Civic 

Reception for Burnsians at the Municipal Chambers. Her funeral was 
attended by a large gathering of around 200 with many Burnsians 
from all around and among them, seven Federation Past-Presidents 
stretching back 20 plus years. President David Baird gave the 
eulogy.

 “Rose was a keen and active Burnsian right to the end, 
spending her last evening in the company of friends from all over 

the region at the Civic Reception with the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association.
Rose would often talk about her passion for Burns and could clearly trace it back to her 

days at Laurieknowe Primary School, where ‘Badger Beattie’, an inspiring teacher with an 
enthusiasm for the Bard’s work, kindled a passion which would stay with Rose for the rest 
of her life.

Rose was introduced to the Dumfries Ladies No1, Burns Club, when as a highland 
dancer she was prevailed upon by her mother to perform at meetings and functions, going 
on to join the Club in 1953, was elected Junior Vice-president in 1959, and In 1963, at 
the tender age of 30, became President of that prestigious Club, the youngest in its long 
and proud history, a record still held at the time of her death, and for the next 30 years or 
so continued to serve as a committee member. Rose was never one to shy away from 
involvement in anything connected with Burns, one of her most abiding memories was 
playing the part of Burns with another member as Highland Mary, on the club float at the 
1959 Guid Nychburris parade. The tableau won both the class trophy and the best overall 
parade trophy, and in 1996, assisted the secretary of the SSCBA with the mammoth task of 
planning the Dumfries based celebrations to commemorate the bicentenary of Burns’ death. 
Rose then took up the mantel of Secretary of the SSCBA, a position she held right up to the 
end. She was also an active member of the SSCBA Schools Committee and greatly enjoyed 
attending the various local and national competitions and festivals.

But Rose’s activities and energies were not contained to Dumfries and Galloway, 
she was a committed member of the Robert Burns World Federation, and served on the 
Literature Committee for many years. Rose’s intimate and detailed knowledge of all aspects 
of the Bards work, writing and history were legendary and frequently commented upon by 
many Burnsians. Being a Federation member provided Rose with many other opportunities 
to indulge her love of Burns. She was a regular attender at the Federation Conference, and 
has been at three Canadian Conferences. Rose spoke warmly of the many friends she has 
made through conference attending, was booked for the conference at Peebles this year, 
and was already making plans for Harrogate next year.

Rose’s significant contribution to the Burns movement was recognised in 2010 when 
she received a Certificate of Appreciation from the RBWF presented by Mike Duguid, then 
President of the Federation.  I know that this meant a lot to Rose and that she was delighted 
and honoured to receive this.

Rose didn’t have a ‘favourite’ burns piece, they were all her ‘favourites’, but I know that 
she always enjoyed John Caskie’s rendition of “Craigieburn Wood”, and was delighted that 
another pupil from Dumfries and Galloway is Young Burnsian of the year, and she was 
moved by Leonna Evan’s ‘Helen of Kirkonnel Lea’.
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Rose took with her throughout her life a great joy and pleasure derived not only from the 
writings of Robert Burns, but also the many lasting friendships, good company and hilarious 
adventures she had as a result of passionate involvement in the Burns movement. She will 
be missed.

To paraphrase Robert Burns;-

An honest woman here lies at rest,
As e’r God with his image best;
The friend of man, the friend of truth, 
The friend of age, and guide of youth,
Few hearts, like hers – with virtue warm’d,
Few heads with knowledge so inform’d,
If there’s another world, she lives in bliss;
If none, she made the best of this. ”

B David Baird.

Frank Campbell 
It is with sadness that we report the death of Frank Campbell a dedicated Burnsian, a 

staunch and substantial supporter of the Federation and Immediate Past President of The 
Robert Burns Association of North America. 

Born in Glasgow in 1930, at the age of 4 his family moved to Ardrossan in Ayrshire. 
He was educated in Irvine and was very proud of his connections to Burns Country. Frank 
married Jean Scott and in 1952 they emigrated Canada with their son Frank Jr, living in 
the Greater Toronto area until 1976 when they moved to Palmetto, Florida USA where he 
lived until shortly before his death. His Father-in-Law, John Scott, introduced Frank to the 
Works of Robert Burns but it was not until later that he became actively engaged in writing, 
speaking and promoting Scotland’s National Bard.

While a resident of Palmetto, Frank was an active member of the St Andrew’s Society 
of Tampa Bay, The St Andrew’s Society of Sarasota and a founder of the Burns Club of 
Sarasota. He was a regular contributor to their Burns Suppers and other occasions.

Frank was an active member of and contributor to the Robert Burns World Federation 
Ltd., a regular attendee at the annual conferences, and a generous supporter of many 
appeals and activities.

In 2006, Frank was elected Vice-President of The Robert Burns Association of North 
America, and in 2008 President, a position in which he served for 2 years, despite failing 
health.

Frank published a number of books giving his impression and interpretations on the life 
and works of Roberts Burns. He was a driving force behind the regular RBANA publication 
“The Tatler”. He was also an accomplished poet in his own right.

His Son, Frank Jr. Daughter-in Law, Anne and Grandchildren, Greg and Melissa survive 
Frank.

We do not know if it was coincidence or good planning by Frank but he died on the same 
date as his beloved Jean, who died July 5th 2006

If there’s another world, he lives in bliss,
If there is none, he made the best of this   

Jim Cunningham
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2011 RBNA Conference
The Winnipeg Burns Club hosted the RBANA Annual Conference and AGM in the 

Marlborough Hotel on the 13th, 14th & 15th May 2011. The attendance was lower than 
expected, with 30 registrations. 20 people sent apologies. The gathering swelled to around 
40 for the Friday Evening Ceilidh and 50 at the Saturday Burns Supper.

We were honoured by the attendance of The Robert Burns World Federation President 
David Baird and his wife Ruth. On Thursday evening the early arrivals were taken to a 
Scottish concert in a city church, featuring visiting performers from Scotland. The traditional 
Friday morning round of Golf was cancelled this year due to low numbers for the game. The 
Friday night dinner entertainment took the form of an impromptu ceilidh. Many performed 
their ‘party pieces’, with music provided by Winnipeg Club member Craig Oliphant (a Past 
President) who entertained us with vocals and guitar accompaniment. Raffle tickets had 
been sold early by Don Rennicks, with draws made throughout the evening. On Saturday 
morning the AGM, held in the hotel, was well attended and completed in 1½ hours, thanks 
to President Chrys’ careful direction of the proceedings. Robert Boyd introduced the RBANA 
lapel badge, which was well received.  May Crawley provided a detailed report on some 
excellent promotional work being done in two schools in Mississauga Ontario, with the 
possibility of a third joining in. In the afternoon, a study session “Robert Burns’ place in the 
World” by a former Vice President of the Winnipeg Club, Paddy McLellan, started us off.  
That was followed by the Jim Connor Memorial Burns Quiz, which this year was won by Alex 
Crawley from the Niagara Falls Club. 

President Chrys, watched by Quizmaster Jim Cunningham,  
presents Quiz winner Alex Crawley with the Jim Connor Memorial trophy.

Colin Harris then presented an outline history of the Burns Statue at the Manitoba 
Legislature, {see the Tattler for this} David Baird outlined the importance of the World 
Federation and the advantages of membership. The Formal Burns Supper on Saturday 
evening was enjoyed by all. The Haggis was paraded in on a hod, military style, and was 
dramatically addressed by Dr. Tony Grogan.  A large Baked Alaska was then brought in with 
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sparklers in place of candles which many in the company interpreted as a birthday cake 
to celebrate the 100 years the Club had been a member of the World Federation. After the 
formal toasts we were regaled with an amusing “Toast to the Lassies” by Jim Cunningham 
and the equally humorous reply from Jean Cunningham. Entertainment was provided by 
the Braemar Country Dancers, who also provided an excellent Burns musical interlude, a 
soprano, with flute and clàrsach accompaniment. They then demonstrated some beautifully 
executed dances. The Immortal Memory was delivered by Dr. Archie McNichol a young 
Doctor from Glasgow. Raffle draws again punctuated the evening and a presentation was 
made to David Baird from the Winnipeg Club, who gave him a mounted model of a Red 
River wagon as used by the Scots immigrants who settled the territory. 

President David Baird receives a model Red River Wagon.

David presented a Burns Crystal decanter set to RBANA President Chrys Ballantyne, 
who responded with an award to David of the book “A Night Out With Robert Burns” in 
recognition his high score in the Burns Quiz. After some more demonstrations from the 
Balmoral dancers the evening closed with “Auld Lang Syne”. On Sunday morning a special 
service was held in Knox United Church.  The company was paraded to the Church, 
following the Pipes and Drums of Manitoba ANAVETS 283 Pipe Band. The service was led 
by Joyce Allen, a lay leader and member of the Winnipeg Club. The pipe band assembled in 
the chancel area during the service and played a moving rendition of “Highland Cathedral”, 
accompanied by the magnificent church organ. 

There being no club offering or willing to host the 2012 conference in a US, the conference 
will be organized by a RBANA executive sub-committee, at a venue to be selected by the 
Fall.   
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The Competition at St. Margaret of  
Scotland School,  Mississauga.   

 From Jack Jackson, Schools Organiser, Ontario.                                                                                                  

It was, as in previous years, a School Wide event, with 360 pupils taking part. We had 
added the option of reciting “St. Margaret’s Prayer“ both in English and French for the 
Primary Grades 1, 2 and 3 as they were in the French Immersion Program. Last year they 
did a version of “to a Mouse” and we didn’t have a French Teacher to adjudicate. Also 
this year the portrait of St. Margaret and a Stained Glass window were added to the art 
competition. Other  themes for Art were, Edinbur gh Castle ( where the Chapel of the Saint 
is located), Portrait of Burns, Portrait of St. Margaret, rural scenes, and  Boy and Girl in 
Highland Dress. These last ones produced a multitude of colors and in spite of the number 
of students taking part, no two were alike !

Poems chosen by the Junior and Intermediate Grades were  “A red red rose” and “ To a 
mouse”  respectively.

Entertainment in between Judging, was provided by 3 Pipers from the Halton Regional 
Police pipe Band. 

We were honoured to have Doug Gibson join myself and 3 teachers from the Primary 
French Grade  for Judging this year.                                                                                                                                 

I have approached some other Schools in the area this season, with very encouraging 
responses. I hope to have more positive reports at the start of the School Year.   

Perth Prepares for a Busy Year
Perth Burns Club’s syllabus for the new season includes meetings on September 13, where 

Geoff Holder talks on “Paranormal Perthshire”, October 11 when Archie Smith gives “Inspired by 
Beauty-Robert Burns and George Hay” and November 8,  “Shining Lights of Northern Scotland” 
from lighthouse expert, Mr Bob Scott. The popular schools festival is on Sunday 13 November, 
all the above in the Salutation Hotel, free of charge and open to non-Members. Plans for the 
celebrations of St Andrew’s Day in AK Bell theatre start with the afternoon session to celebrate 
Scottish Life and Culture including Anna Hepburn in her one woman play “Mary Queen of Scots 
– The Last Letter” and a showing of the classic film, “Norman McCaig – Fishing for Poetry” 
interspersed by a talk from Andrew Clegg, “ A Fresh Look at Tam o’ Shanter”.  The evening 
concert features internationally renowned folksinger/songwriter Jim Malcom and Edinburgh’s 
popular female duo “The Silver Darlings”.  Tickets for these 26th November events from the 
usual Perth sources. Following the annual dinner on 28th January the Club continue the meeting 
programme with a “Nicht o’ Sangs and Clatter” on 28 Feb, and on March 27 finishes with a 
President’s Night.
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THE ROBERT BURNS 
WORLD FEDERATION LTD

Minutes of the Quarterly Executive Meeting of The Robert Burns World Federation
Georgetown Community Centre, Dumfries
Saturday 25th June 2011

President David Baird welcomed the members attending and thanked the Southern Scottish 
Burns Association for the arrangements for today’s meeting.

SEDERUNT
(names and description as signed) *denotes Past President Burns Federation. ** Hon. 
President Burns Federation 
David Baird - President. RBWF, Robert Stewart - Junior Vice President, RBWF,**A Gowans 
-Hon. President  & Tayside, A. Mackenzie - Ayr Burns Club, Tom Morrall - Ayr Burns Club, 
Margaret Morrall - Ayr Burns Club, Ralph W Balfour - EDBCA, Elizabeth Caine - Allanton 
Jolly Beggars Burns Club, Frances Marshall - Individual Member, Helen C G Morrison - 
Individual Member, *John C Paterson - Vice Convenor Schools Committee, Anne Fawbert 
- Individual Member, Nellie Waddell - Individual Member, Margaret Stokes - Individual 
Member, Jane Brown - President SSCBA & Individual Member, Jean Mary Allan-Foster - 
SSCBA, Shona Shaw - SSCBA & Individual Member, Betty Haining SSCBA, Eva Stubbs 
SSCBA, May Hyslop Individual Member , *Bill Dawson Individual Member, *Angus 
Middleton Past President and Individual Member, May Ross Individual Member/ Sandyford, 
Donald Ross PP Sandyford Burns Club, Glasgow, *Mike Duguid – PP,  JVP SSCBA & 
President Gatehouse of Fleet B.C, *Wilson Ogilvie - PP Burns Federation & Individual 
Member, Allister Anderson - Family Member, Elza Anderson - Family Member, Sharon Low 
- Individual Member, David J Scott - Ind.Member, BABC & Sponsor, *James Gibson - PP 
RBWF & Individual Member, Joe McGinty - Largs Cronies, Ray Connal - Largs Cronies, 
James Thomson - AABC, Joe Kennedy - AABC, Hazel Morrison - Allanton Jolly Beggars, 
Margaret Skilling - Individual Member, Bill Duncan - Alloway Burns Club, *Jim Robertson – 
PP & Yorkshire District, Eileen Robertson - St. Andrew Society York & Individual Member, 
*J H Skilling - P.P, *David Smith - PP Burns Federation, David Miller - Individual Member, 
Ted Murray - Individual Member, **Murdo Morrison - PP & Hon President Burns Federation.

APOLOGIES
James Shields, Kevin Thomson, Joe Campbell, Anne Gaw, John Haining, Moira Dunsmore, 
George and Enez Anderson, John Caskie, Reverend Pennington. Mac Irvin, Kay Blair, Eric 
Budgell, Harry Hutchison, Cllr Stephanie Young Provost of East Ayrshire. Andrew Kidd, 
Barbara Clayton.

OBITUARIES
The President asked the delegates assembled to stand in a silent tribute to those who had 
passed away since the last Meeting. They had given dedicated service to the cause of the 
Robert Burns Federation in so many ways;- 
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Morag McMinn, Senior Vice President Alloway Burns Club, Lena Brown, Dumfries Ladies 
Burns Club No.1, Rose Edgar, Past President Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No.1 Donations 
received in Rose’s memory will go towards a memorial trophy for the local Robert Burns’ 
Children’s competition. 

MINUTES OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING HELD AT ALLOWAY ON 19TH MARCH.
An objection was raised by Margaret Morrall of Ayr Burns Club as to the accuracy of the 
Minutes and stated that they were incorrect. Of particular complaint was that her contribution 
to the Any Other Competent Business part of the meeting had not been noted.
Past President Murdo Morrison who had been responsible for the minutes advised the 
meeting that an e mail message to Margaret Morrall which was receipted as appearing 
on her computer on the 24th March asking for information for insertion had not got any 
response until now.
A correction paragraph for inclusion in this current minute will be again requested.(attached 
to these minutes.)
The acceptance of the minute subject to amendment of the Alloway meeting was proposed 
by Jane Brown and seconded by Jim Robertson. 
Margaret Morrall challenged a statement that Membership was a remit for the Marketing 
Committee and Murdo Morrison, Convenor, Marketing stated that the remit had come from 
the Board.

The President intimated that Mr Sam Judge had been dismissed from his position of Chief 
Executive of the Robert Burns World Federation. Appropriate procedures were followed and 
an appeal was considered and the dismissal decision was upheld.

SCHOOLS REPORT
A1 Sederunt. Chair John Paterson (Vice Convener), Helen Morrison (Minute Secretary), 

Ralph Balfour, Elizabeth Caine, Anne Fawbert, Alistair Gowans, May Hyslop, Frances 
Marshall, Jean MacMillan-Forster, May Ross, David Scott, Margaret Skilling, Bob 
Stewart, Margaret Stokes, Eva Stubbs. Observers Helen Waddell Allanton Jolly 
Beggars Burns Club/LABC. David Baird RBWF President (Part of meeting)

A2 Apologies for absence. Isa Hanley (Convener), Helena Anderson Wright, Kay Blair, 
Ena Brockwell, Barbara Clayton, Anne Gaw, Willie Gibson, Bob McDonald, Karen 
McPhail. 

A3 Approval of minutes of last meeting 19/03/2011
 The minutes were approved by Margaret Skilling and seconded by Jean MacMillan-

Forster. Clarification was given that the local pipe band did not require to perform. 
A4 Matters arising not on agenda nil
A5 National festivals 
 Secondary competition 30/04/2011  
 Primary competition  14/05/2011
 Lockerbie academy
 Margaret Skilling commented that it would be preferable if the Adjudicators for 

Burnsian of the Year sat in front of the performers. This was not done at the Secondary 
Festival but corrected for the Primary Festival.
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 Margaret Skilling enquired as to Adjudication Fee given – Bob Stewart was able to 
say the Board had agreed that all Adjudicators were paid the same fee – Isa could 
confirm what payment was given. 

 Anne Fawbert was asked to conduct Double Entrants and as some of the entrants had 
already registered this was very difficult. Proposal that in future person conducting 
Double Entrants should have desk near Registration desk so that Double Entrants 
can be referred on and informed what section they will attend when so that ‘Double 
Entrant Co-ordinator’ can inform appropriate Sections.

 It was also suggested and agreed that the person presenting the medals and prizes 
should be identified early to avoid confusion.

 Due to last minute changes the rota duties had to be changed – if possible can a 
spare modified rota be prepared for all to see?

 Dave Scott confirmed that LABC were given cheque for £250 to compensate for their 
loss.

 Frances Marshall raised issue of Tenor Drummer entrant not being up to standard 
and having lack of content and playing over the allocated time. It was agreed that 
entrant had come through Area finals and it was our role to encourage children 
to participate. The issue was dealt appropriately by the Adjudicator who marked 
accordingly. No need for any further action.

 Generally speaking the Festivals went well. Lockerbie was an excellent venue. John 
Paterson reported on behalf of Isa that there had been a complaint regarding the 
adjudication of a poem by a primary boy from Lanarkshire. Jean MacMillan-Forster 
stated the child transposed two of the verses – this was also done by another child 
– it was decided not to mark down on this occasion

 Another issue was that the Adjudicator at Lockerbie Academy had marked lower than 
the Adjudicator at the Local Competition. It was advised that the two Adjudicators 
marks were not comparable. Isa dealt with complaints.

 John Paterson informed committee that Isa is in process of establishing whether 
the National Festivals can be held in Edinburgh next year and possibly Aberdeen in 
2013. Ralph Balfour reminded committee of cost of £340 from 9am-1pm and to take 
this in to consideration. Bob Stewart, JVP, when attending presentation of Award 
Winners in Fife was asked by Assistant Director of Education when Festival would be 
hosted by Fife. Helen Morrison suggested Isa should contact Bob on her return from 
holiday as no definite decision has been made regarding Edinburgh or Aberdeen. It 
was agreed Helen would ask Isa to pursue same.

A6 Choral festival Peebles High School 7/5/2011 set piece Afton Water
 Everyone who attended agreed it was an excellent day and the standard of entrants 

was high. Dave Scott was thanked for his valuable contribution.
 Dave Scott stated the only hiccup was that Peebles high School had been asked for 

a piano but provided a Key Board. It had been agreed an electronic keyboard was 
okay but for future reference if a piano is being used and it has been moved there is 
the additional cost of tuning.

 Dave also reported there had been a complaint from a parent saying favour had 
been shown to theatrical content and had been assured this was not so.

 The cost of transport is prohibitive for schools and the numbers of participants has 
increased with the financial assistance of £250 per school towards transport costs – 
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this year there were seven school s competing. David asked if the money had been 
paid to the schools – Bob Stewart confirmed Fife had received their money but was 
unsure of the others – Dave will clarify same with President David Baird.

 Dave Scott informed committee that it is his intention to stand down as Choral 
Co-ordinator. He has enjoyed his involvement. John Paterson, on behalf of the 
committee, thanked him for his support.

A7  Issue of In-School Certificates
 Isa to take this to Board for decision. 
A8 International literature report 2011
 Unfortunately there will not be students attending the Aberdeen International Youth 

Festival but the Knowledge of Scotland Winners and The Burns Winner and her 
teacher will visit in November.

 The SPF will pay the cost of the air fare of Ross Forester, LABC, to visit St Petersburg 
in February 2012 with the SPF delegation. The LABC will organise a concert to 
raise the rest of his costs. Helen stated if any clubs are interested in sponsoring a 
young talented Scot from their club or Association to go over to St Petersburg please 
contact her.

 Following discussion it was agreed the topic for 2012 will be taken from the poem To 
A Mouse – ‘An’ forward, tho’ I canna see, I guess an’ fear!

 Helen Morrison spoke of her recent visit to Australia and the interest shown by 
Bendigo Burns Club and Melbourne Burns Club to have details of the Literature 
Competition which Helen will pursue with the agreement of the committee. 

A9  Art & Project competitions
 Margaret Skilling gave the following report – although there were fewer entries 

this year in both Art and Project Competitions the standard of workmanship was 
generally of a high standard.

 Art
 Although a total number of 67 entries had been received from 14 schools, only 42 

pieces of artwork were eligible for judging as once again the Schedule had clearly 
stated that ‘Each school is invited to send for the adjudication the three best individual 
works on the chosen theme’. Mr Bill Kerr was the judge this year.

 Margaret Skilling then read out the results noting that a girl from Blackwood Primary 
in Larkhall had won first prize in the Primary Section. Consequently that school had 
been presented with a monetary prize of £100 and the Toshio Namba Trophy. A girl 
from Douglas-Ewart High School had won £100 and the Provost Coffey Quaich for 
her school in Newton Stewart. Unfortunately no entries had been received from any 
Scottish Secondary School this year.

 The Schools Convener, Isa Hanley had suggested that the Secondary Art Competition 
be withdrawn, but following discussion by the Committee it was strongly felt that, as 
the trophy and funding would be available anyway, the Secondary Schools section 
should be maintained. Isa had intimated that she felt the Board would have to make 
the final decision on this matter, but the Committee suggested that she explains to 
the Board that the Schools Committee all felt strongly that the Secondary pupils still 
be given the chance to compete. 
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 It was also suggested that Committee Members and School Conveners look at 
ways of promoting the competition. It was also suggested that Isa make contact 
with Teaching and Learning Scotland to promote the competition. It was further 
emphasised that personal contact with schools is the preferred way to motivate 
entrants as the Schedules are not always read or understood.

 Primary school project
 Out of a total of 17 entries judged by John and Margaret Skilling, the overall winner 

selected was a pupil from St Boswells PS in the Scottish Borders. The Alex McIver 
Rosebowl and £100 monetry prize had been presented to the school. 

 Margaret then explained that all the Art and Project entries had been returned to 
the schools with accompanying letters adding that where schools had sent more 
than the requested 3 entries, she had drawn their attention to the conditions of entry 
quoted in the Schedules. Isa had left a note pointing out that she felt the cost of over 
£30 spent returning entries had to be addressed. Margaret pointed out that most of 
the entries had been passed over by hand where possible. The Committee did not 
see that cost as being excessive and we were joined by President, David Baird, who 
agreed this was a very modest cost. 

10.  Content of school schedules
 It was agreed that Isa form a sub-group to look at this.
11.  AOCB
11.1  Thanks to Dave Scott
 John Paterson, Chair, thanked Dave Scott for his sponsorship of the Schools 

Festivals and Choral Competitions.
11.2  Test Pieces
 Ralph Barbour stated getting test pieces was becoming very difficult. He had to 

collect pieces from Post Office due to underpayment. He proposed that Test Pieces 
be omitted from the competition.

 At this point John Paterson read out comments from Isa Hanley, Schools Convener, 
which stated she and a number of other committee members think that the time has 
come for not asking for copies of Burns poems to be provided. Out of 19 entrants 
in P6/7 there were only nine different poem land the change of a word here or there 
makes no difference to the delivery of the poem.

 Following discussion Frances Marshall stated it was a good idea for the Adjudicator 
to have test piece in front of them. It was pointed out there is no test piece for 
bag-piping. It was agreed there may still be a need for Test Piece for Instrumental 
Competition. Bob Stewart supported and Seconded Ralph’s proposal and as the 
decision comes up in the Rules not in the Schedule it was agreed to put it on the 
Agenda, for further discussion, at the next Schools Meeting.

11.3  Notification of Resignation 
 Isa would like someone to consider taking the post of Schools Convener after 

Conference of 2012. John Paterson indicated he would like to resign as Vice 
Convener also.

12.  Date/venue of next meeting
 To be decided – Offers to host future meetings welcomed.
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President David Baird commented on the sterling work carried out by the Schools Committee 
and the identified requirements for replacements in due course for the Convenor and Vice 
Convenor. 

HERITAGE REPORT
Welcome
Convenor Walter Watson welcomed members present and a special welcome to Elza 
Anderson, Greenock Burns Club and Wilson Ogilvie, Past President, attending as observers.

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held at Alloway on 19th March 2011, having been circulated 
were taken as read and agreed correct on the motion of John Skilling, seconded by T. 
Morrell.

Matters arising
Nil.

Convenor’s report
Convenor thanked D. Smith for presenting the Heritage Committee report in his absence 
at the previous meeting and for preparing the minutes. He proposed that members take 
“ownership” of issues within their areas and given power to act on the committee’s behalf 
as thought appropriate. Members would be issued with WRBF letterheads and to write with 
the authority of the Board.

Correspondence
Convenor reported copious correspondence from Gordon Ashley, Australia, regarding the 
Greenshields Statue which would arise later on the agenda.

Reports
DUMFRIES
Burns Mausoleum. D. Miller referred to recent press comment and correspondence 
regarding the poor condition of the Mausoleum. He reported that the SSCBA was taking 
action and a meeting had been arranged with a senior architect in the Property Department 
of D& G Council and others, including a representative of Dumfries Burns Club who had 
a historical interest, on site on 5th July. D. Miller stated that an assurance had been given 
that the unsightly disabled access ramp would be removed and a more sympathetic ramp 
formed to the rear of the building and the CCTV pole would be replaced.
The Council had accepted that the maintenance of the Mausoleum was a priority. He 
expressed regret at recent negative publicity and would report further to the next meeting. 
W. Ogilvie stated that a letter of complaint addressed to the First Minister had come from an 
Australian academic.
Theatre Royal. D. Smith reported concerns locally that the theatre’s long term future was in 
doubt following the decision by the Council to withdraw funding in aid of major refurbishment. 
The building was operated by the Guild of Players, the Dumfries dramatic society, which had 
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limited means and a local campaign had been launched to draw attention to the situation. It 
was agreed that a watching brief would be kept.
Globe Inn. D. Smith reported that the window panes with inscriptions by Burns had now 
been copied on glass by an expert glazier and would be on display in the Burns Bedroom 
in the Globe Inn later this year.
AYRSHIRE
River Doon: J. Skilling reported that due to the successful national campaign to prevent the 
diversion of the river and the concomitant risk to salmon fishing and tourism, Scottish Power 
had now agreed to withdraw the proposal. Convenor congratulated J. Skilling.
Burns Monument: J. Skilling reported little progress by NTS in arresting the water damage 
and the monument was deteriorating quickly. This was disappointing as the Monument 
Trustees had handed over £135,000 to the NTS which had not been spent on maintenance. 
The Descriptive Boards in the interior had been replaced by signs pointing to Burns 
Monuments worldwide which had attracted adverse comment. Convenor asked J. Skilling 
to continue to bring pressure to bear on the NTS meantime but the committee would act in 
the event of no progress.
Birthplace Museum: J. Skilling stated that visitor numbers were reported as good mainly 
due to bus parties. There were some negative perceptions including poor acoustics, a 
poor layout in the cafeteria and noisy PA system in the display areas which interfered with 
the guided tours. A full programme of events and activities had been announced for the 
summer which included a “Murder Mystery” for audience participation. Joe Kennedy and 
Joe Campbell had been appointed “Museum Ambassadors” but their duties were unclear. 
Burns Cottage: J. Skilling reported that the “developments” at the Cottage were a disaster. 
The garden had all but been destroyed and the exhibits had been replaced by cardboard 
cut outs and “graffiti” had appeared on the internal walls masquerading as Burns’ verses. 
The homely atmosphere had disappeared and the audio visual show had been removed. 
It was noted that erroneous information was being given by Museum guides but the site 
had gained an award for excellence. Some discussion ensued on both issues. J. Skilling 
was asked to take the matters up with a personal and diplomatic approach to the Museum 
Director.
Leglen Wood. B. Duncan reported that all documentation relating to the Title Deeds and 
insurance had been lodged with the Federation CEO. Public Liability Insurance of £2M was 
held by Alloway Burns Club but Property Insurance cover was also required and this would 
be put to the Board. He and J. Skilling had arranged to cut the grass and tidy the environs 
and costs were met by the Federation. It was noted that the annual ceremony would be held 
on 24th July.
Trysting Thorn: B. Duncan reported that the ground surrounding the tree was subsiding 
dangerously and public access was prohibited due to the steep bank. A fence had been 
erected round the tree but the road surface had deep crevasses. The sum of £5M had been 
estimated for repairs but no Council funds were currently available. Future plans include a 
footpath for access. A letter to the Scottish Government had brought a helpful reply but it was 
a Council responsibility. B. Duncan was asked to keep a watching brief. It was confirmed 
that a commemorative plaque, not a cairn, marked the site.
Bathgate Statue: Convenor reported that no member had been identified in the Bathgate 
district and he would follow up the matter himself and report to the next meeting.
Highland Mary Statue, Failford: J. Skilling reported that the statue had been “adopted” by 
the Council but it was thought that they would not spend any money on refurbishments. He 
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was confident that the Federation did not own the statue and would continue to monitor the 
situation.
Highland Mary Statue, Greenock: Elza Anderson thanked convenor for letter of support 
to Lottery Heritage Fund for the application by Greenock Burns Club for grant aid for 
repairs. A decision date of 21st July had been notified but competition for available funds of 
only £175K and applications amounted to £400K. The plans which included landscaping, 
disabled access were well advanced but depended on the outcome of the application. Also, 
the artefacts and library of Greenock Burns Club previously housed in the Watt Library had 
been evicted by the Council and been packed up ready for relocation therefore no current 
access was possible for reference or research. It was not known to where the collection 
would be relocated and no date had been given and no information as to the suitability. She 
would keep the committee informed
Alexander Anderson: J. Kennedy referred to the plaque at Kirkconnel Railway Station 
marking the connection between the local poet known as the “Surfaceman” and his 
employment on the railway. The plaque had been removed during renovations to the station 
and its whereabouts were unknown. D. Smith reported that enquiries revealed the plaque 
had been taken to Glasgow for cleaning and would be replaced at Kirkconnel Station in due 
course. The Kirkconnel Heritage Society was following this up
Plinth at Dower House: Convenor reported that the descriptive plate on top was now illegible. 
He had consulted Colin Hunter McQueen who had suggested the plate should be replaced 
and manufactured from a resin base. This could be costly but he understood that the original 
fund for the Rose Garden was still in place unless it had been incorporated in the General 
Fund and would make enquiries.
Greenshields Statue: Convenor reported that voluminous correspondence was circulating 
from Gordon Ashley. It was known that the statue had been moved from the public park 
to the foyer of a building to prevent further damage. G. Ashley was attempting to have 
the statue placed on the Register of Significant Artefacts to the State which if successful, 
could lead to repairs being made. Helen Morrison could have further information during the 
afternoon session.
Tombstone at Broughton: Convenor reported that the stone marking the grave of Rev. 
Hamilton Paul at Broughton Kirkyard in Peeblesshire was tilting due to pressure from a tree. 
Rev. Paul chaired the first known Burns Supper and died in 1854. There was a risk that the 
Council could flatten the stone on safety grounds if it became unsafe. Some discussion 
ensued. It was agreed that an attempt would be made to trace any descendants who 
may own the lair and convenor would contact the Council Cemetery official and Peebles 
Historical Society.

OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS
Paisley Statue Convenor reported the resignation from the Federation of Ian Skene as he 
was disappointed with the response of the Federation to the proposed relocation of the 
statue to the town centre. Convenor would approach the Alamo Burns Club to take the matter 
up and contact Douglas Hamilton, Vice President of the Renfrewshire Burns Association
Joseph Laing Waugh: D. Miller reported that the SSCBA hold funds which were set up for 
maintenance to the bust of Joseph Laing Waugh and £1000.00 is to be put to renovations of 
the bust of the Thornhill author and poet who died in 1922. The SSCBA had a constitutional 
obligation to the upkeep of the bust on the wall of the former Savings Bank at Thornhill.
President D. Baird joined the meeting and was welcomed by the Convenor. Mr Baird 
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expressed congratulations on the work of the reinvigorated Heritage Committee.
Theatre Royal Dumfries. So far the local Council have been unable to source funds to meet 
the costs envisaged in repairs, maintenance and operation of this historic building.
The River Doon. John Skilling advised that following a campaign, the diverting of water from 
the River Doon would not now happen.
The Burns Monument at Alloway. This monument is still in a poor state of repair and no sign 
of any action in this respect.
The Burns Museum and Exhibition. An award had been won and the facility was chosen 
out of 300 entries. Being placed second was a narrow miss from getting the top award of 
£100,000. There was a continuing flow of visitors to the museum and over three thousand 
school children had already visited. There were a number of matters of concern and these 
would be relayed to the National Trust for Scotland. Included in this were the acoustics and 
this together with other comments would be submitted on behalf of the Federation.
Leglen Wood. An existing requirement is for Public Liability insurance to cover this asset 
wholly owned by the Federation. The surrounding grounds also needs a similar insurance 
policy 
The Trysting Thorn. There are some problems at this location which require attention and Bill 
Douglas is taking charge to assess exact requirements and supervise the commencement 
of remedial work.
Bathgate The condition of the Statue which is under care and custody in Bathgate will be 
monitored by Walter Watson.
The Highland Mary Statue. This statue is in the care of the local Council and there is a 
need for over £400,000 to make the statue secure and give appropriate treatment to the 
surrounding area.
Lottery Funding is much appreciated.
Plaque ex Kirkconnel Railway Station. At the time of refurbishment this plaque was removed 
and effectively went missing. It was discovered with a cleaning specialist in Glasgow and 
will be re-instated by the Kirkconnel Heritage Society. It marks the connection between 
Alexander Anderson (“Surfaceman”), local poet and author in the 19th C. He wrote “The 
Bairnies Cuddle Doon” a well-known and popular addition to the poetic traditions of Scotland.
Australian Visit. Helen Morrison who had just returned from a visit to Australia was able to 
give up to date input on the Greenshields Burns Statue of Camperdown Park in Victoria 
Australia.
Helen advised that the statue is now in the hands of a sculptor and the welcome news that it 
is being re-instated and undergoing a full repair. The final location for this, when completed, 
is not definite but there is an appreciation now of the real value of the statue and it will 
probably end up in a secure inside place 
Local consultation will decide where it will be placed and possibly it will be sited inside rather 
than outside
Helen brought fraternal greetings from Freemantle Burns Club, Melbourne Burns Club and 
Bendigo all of whom had been magnificent and generous hosts in true Burnsian traditions

MARKETING REPORT
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Sederunt. Murdo Morrison (Convenor) Jane Brown, Gordon Johnston, Hazel Morrison, 
Angus Middleton, Sharon Low, Ted Murray.
Apologies.  John Haining, Joe Campbell, Lesley Richardson, Eric Budgell.
Convenor Murdo Morrison stated that various subjects had been discussed and the need 
for recruiting new Members was of priority. The Board had asked the Marketing committee 
to look at this matter. Delegates were reminded that this was also a matter for action by 
everyone in the Federation and particular mention was made of the recruiting efforts of Jane 
Brown through her employment location – the Globe Inn.
The Convenor had been asked to ascertain the availability of recruitment leaflets which had 
been printed and were possibly available at Kilmarnock. Dependant on the outcome of this 
enquiry the leaflets were a definite need for recruiting of Members purposes.
For consideration at the next meeting of the Board was a suggestion of incentives to Clubs 
to recruit with recognition via a certificate of achievements in this activity.
The Convenor reported that a forthcoming day’s Conference of the Board of Directors would 
be considering the three aspects of the Federation’s activities in Membership, Management 
and Money.
An appeal has to be made to organisers of various regional functions including schools 
competitions for them to avail themselves of the unsold stock at present at Dower House. At 
three Schools competitions this year there had been a good response to the shops set up at 
each location. Lockerbie on two occasions and Peebles for another competition.
Shop at Peebles Conference. In addition to available surplus stock at Dower House there 
was also an opportunity for books and cds on a sale or return basis. Angus Middleton would 
ascertain available of some cds and Gordon Johnston undertook to investigate and action 
a supply of tea towels with RBWF identification. Gordon had considerable experience of 
handling merchandisable goods when he was involved as Marketing person for Ellisland.
Membership Returning to the subject of membership the current Web site needs updating 
to include an invitation to join the Federation.
There was also a clear need for using e mail in newsletter form to keep the existing members 
informed about the Federation and on-going events and activities.
Involvement of Marketing with any Events Opportunities for Marketing was being missed 
through lack of information about locations and events taking place. Information could open 
opportunities for marketing both membership and, if available, identified goods.
Relationship with the National Trust for Scotland, Alloway. The Marketing Committee was 
conscious of the potential and possibilities for closer involvement with this location.
An approach to the Marketing Manager on site there should be organised and an investigation 
as to areas where there could be mutual benefit
The Theatre Royal Dumfries. President of the SSCBA Jane Brown appealed for assistance 
from any source for the Theatre Royal and quoted that a party of Russian school children 
would be giving a performance there and were willing to share profits with the Theatre. 
All Burnsians were invited to assist by attendance at these concerts or in any other way 
possible.
The National Trust for Scotland. Advice was given about a photographic exhibition which 
was to be held at the Museum and Exhibition centre at Alloway commencing on the 7th July. 
The delegates were also advised that there had been a very good and close association 
with the Trust and that there was a full programme of events organised.

LITERATURE REPORT
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Convenor Bill Dawson reported that a very good meeting had taken place and that the 
committee for the past year had been an exceptional. It had been a pleasure being convener 
of the committee. There had been some discussion on the advertisement published for a new 
Editor for the Chronicle and also a general discussion had ensued on how the Federation is 
managed. There was continuing work underway for the digitising of the Chronicle and there 
was an identified need for new publications in the future.
The new Editor will be selected and appointed by the Board.  There were no questions to 
the Literature report.

EDITOR’S REPORT
Some negative feedback had been received. There were complaints about the lateness of 
publication and also about a lack of professional writing in the Editorials. Although recent 
Chronicles had been evenly matched in terms of academic and non-academic with previous 
Chronicles there was the suggestion that more academic articles were required.  There had 
been questions asked about some advertisements which were considered inappropriate in 
the Chronicle but this had been outwith the control or input of the Editor.
This incoming Friday was the deadline for the issue currently being prepared and it was 
hoped that the whole publication would be ready for printing by the end of July. The Chronicle 
should be ready for distribution by mid-August. There had been comparatively little input 
from Clubs. There were no questions to the Editor.

CONFERENCE REPORT
Report from Conference Committee Meeting Chairman -Ray Connal.  On Friday 17th-
June SVP Jim Shields & I held a meeting at the Peebles Hydro Hotel with the Deputy 
Manager-Caroline Raeburn to discuss the forthcoming Federation Conference. Caroline 
was extremely professional & very helpful to what facilities etc. the Federation required & 
was prepared to go along with what was requested. The Facilities for Delegate registration, 
Federation shop, Dining, Seminar, Church Service (in house) etc. are first class & it is felt 
that there will be no problems over the week-end with the facilities available & there is a lift 
from the Car Park to Reception area & all floors. The Hotel will provide all sound & if required 
any visual display equipment to support all of the events as the Hotel is geared up to for 
all Conference requirements. A hospitality area for top table guests etc. has been allocated 
(very impressive) & the Hotel will provide a Piper & also a Pianist to play background music 
during the Inaugural Dinner. The informal dinner on Friday will be served from 7-00 to 
9-00pm & the guests will order their meals from the standard menu but for the Inaugural 
Dinner it will be a set Menu decided by the Conference Committee & approved by the Board 
(I hope to receive sample Menus before the Meeting in Dumfries on Sat.25th) unfortunately 
none as yet to hand. We requested a list of Delegates who have booked accommodation 
in the Hotel to try to reconcile the list provided by Alison prior to preparing the Inaugural 
Dinner table plan. I have asked May McGuffog to prepare a table plan with this input as 
she has had many years of experience & she will be delighted to help. Once the table plan 
has been completed the Hotel will set up the tables with place cards, raffle envelopes & 
table decorations Of course there are many other areas of responsibility that require to be 
set in concrete & these areas of Conference Committee areas of responsibility are detailed 
in the Minute of to-days Conference Committee Meeting.  The Hotel is looking forward to 
the Federation Conference & now that there are faces to put to names I am confident there 
will be no embarrassments to the Federation. There will be continual dialogue between 
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Conference Committee & the Hotel therefore if you feel that there is anything that has been 
omitted let me know asap.
Conference 2012 will be held at “The Cairn Hotel”-Harrogate but more details of that venue 
in due course. Suggestions for a venue for Conference 2013 were discussed & it was 
suggested by a Conf Com Member that perhaps it would be a good idea to put this to the 
Federation Members & if any Federation Member has a location for Conference 2013, if 
they wish to E-Mail myself with this information then the majority location will be considered 
& Conference Committee will put any such proposal to the Board. 
 
WEBSITE
Some comments from this quarterly meeting would be passed to the web master Kevin 
Thomson.

OVERSEAS REPORTS 
USA
The meeting was informed that Mac Irvin of the USA was standing down and a replacement 
for him was required.

Pacific Rim.
There had been no report received from Jim O’Lone representing the Pacific Rim.

Canada Report sent by May Crawley
The 31st. Annual Conference of R.B.A.N.A was hosted by the Winnipeg Robert Burns Club 
from May 13-15th, with approx.40 Delegates in attendance, with an additional 20 plus guests 
at evening events. President Lawrence Cormacks, Winnipeg and R.B.A.N.A. President 
Chrys Ballantyne, gave a warm welcome to all and especially to R.B.W.F. President David 
and Mrs. Ruth Baird and two other overseas guests from Yorkshire. A Board meeting was 
held Friday afternoon, we were very pleased to have President David in attendance. Friday 
evening saw the “traditional” ceilidh after dinner, followed by gatherings, including another 
ceilidh, in various Suites. Lots of conversation and laughter as old and new friendships were 
pursued. Saturday’s A.G.M. went smoothly under the competent chairmanship of President 
Chrys. . A period of silence was held in memory of the late Jock Smith. An R.B.A.N.A lapel 
pin, designed by U.S.Director Robert Boyd, was greeted with enthusiastic approval. These 
are available for sale for 4 dollars. 
The afternoon programme included a Seminar on “Robert Burns’ Place in the 
World”, conducted by Paddy McLellan, Winnipeg and the Dr. Jim Connor Memorial 
Quiz. Alex Crawley, Niagara Falls Club and Pres. David were the winners. 
A Burns Supper was held on Saturday evening. Speeches were interspersed with 
entertainment from local Scottish Country dancers and musicians. On Sunday morning 
delegates, led by President David and Ruth, followed a Pipe Band to Knox Church, where 
an excellent Service was held. Thus concluded a most enjoyable Conference thanks to the 
time and effort expended by President Lawrence Cormacks, Conference Committee Chair 
Colin Harris and his Committee. Further Conference info. can be found at www.RBANA.com 
The 3rd. Annual Schools Competition took place at St. Margaret of Scotland School, 
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Mississauga, Ontario on May 16th. Once again, Jack Jackson, R.B.W.F. Schools 
Coordinator for Ontario, greatly assisted the Staff with the planning of another successful 
event. Approx.400 students, ages 6-14, participated. Certificates were awarded to the 
Prizewinners in Art and Recitation. Jack and I will be meeting with the School V.P.Adrian 
Scigliano on June 13th. to begin planning for next year. 
RBANA Website. Jim Robertson wished to advise that this web site is now operational.

President David Baird closing remarks thanked all for attending and that the date and 
location of the next meeting were open to invitation from any District and any offers would 
be welcome.. 
Junior Vice President Robert Stewart proposed a vote of thanks to the President for his 
chairing of this quarterly meeting.

Correction/addition to Minutes of Quarterly Meeting held in Alloway on Saturday 19th March. 
These were reported by Margaret Morrall as being incorrect due to omissions made of her 
remarks during the Any Other Competent Business section of the meeting. This omission 
also appeared in the Burns Chronicle. What should have appeared and attributed to Margaret 
Morrall was the following to record her personal involvement with Schools in Ayrshire..
Ayr Burns Club in Partnership with South Ayrshire Council Schools. 
Ayr Burns Club Project 2011/2012 “Cluster Primary Schools”
Building on the existing strong foundation from 1996 with Alloway Primary Robert Burns 
Club and Doonfoot Primary Robert Burns Club. These two very active Robert Burns Clubs 
are within the catchment area of Belmont Academy. Ayr & District Youth Robert Burns Club 
is based at Belmont. 
This latest initiative, in the future if successful, can be the template for Scotland’s Educational 
Establishments. 
Apologies are tendered from Murdo Morrison who was solely responsible for this error.
Please note that the minutes of the 19th March were approved but the above section will 
require to be homologated at the next quarterly meeting to ensure accuracy of record. 

Appeal for Hosts for Executive Meetings
The Board are inviting Associations and Clubs to consider hosting an Executive Meeting.  

These are held three times per year, on a Saturday in November March and June, Host 
would simply provide a venue for these meetings with perhaps a few stewards present on 
the day to direct attendees.  The requirements are for a hall to hold the main meeting of 50 
– 60, and 5 committee rooms, although the main room could be utilised for 2 committees 
set in opposing corners if the room is large enough.    There is no requirement for hospitality 
although coffee on arrival is appreciated, and if a light lunch is provided a nominal per capita 
charge can be levied.   

Potential hosts should note interest to the office and further details can be discussed. 
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Following our publicity of an old membership card in the last edition, another 
is brought to the attention of the Chronicle readers, that of Mr P Lambie of the 
‘Jolly Beggars’ club in Mauchline.  Most notable on this card, dated 1891, are the 
signatures of our first President Peter Sturrock and Hon. Secretary David Sneddon.  
Bearing the roll number 28, The Jolly Beggars Burns Club joined in 1886 shortly 
after the institution of the Federation.  They were noted as dormant in 1924 and 
dropped from our midst thereafter, by which time the present Mauchline Burns Club 
had been established .
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