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KILMARNOCK 

Burns . n1onum~nt. 
STJi.TUE, LIBRJi.RY. 7lno .MUSEU.M. 

VISITED by thousands from all parts Of the World. 
veritable shrine of the " Immortal Bard." 

A 

The Monument occupies a commanding position in the Kay 
Park. From the top a most extensive and interesting view of 
the surrounding Land of Burns can be obtained. · 

The magnificent Marble Statue of the Poet, from the chisel 
of W. G. Stevenson, A.R.S.A., Edinburgh, is admitted to be 
the finest in the World . 

The Museum contains many relics and mementoes of the 
Poet's life, and the most valuable and interesting collection of the 
original MSS. in existence, among which are the following:--

Tam o' Shanter. 
Cottar's Saturday Night. 
The Twa Dogs. 
The Holy Fair. 
Address to the Deil. 
John Barleycorn. 
Scotch Drink. 
The Author's Earnest Cry and Prayer. 
Address to J. Smith. 
An Epistle to Davy. 

The Death and Dying Words o' Poor 
Mailie. 

Poor Mailie's Elegy. 
Lassie wi' the Lint-white Locks. 
Last May a Braw Wooer cam• doon 

the Lang Glen. 
Holy Willie's Prayer. 
Epistle to a Young Friend. 
Lament of Mary Queen of Scots. 
Also a number of the Poet's Letters. 

The famous " M'Kie " Library also forms part of this collection, 
.and comprises upwards of 800 volumes of Burns literature 
including a copy of the famous First Edition, published in Kil: 
marnock, 1786. 

The Monument ls open from 10 a.m. till dusk every day-Sunday 
excepted. 

Visitors are requested to sign their names in the \l'Jsitors' Book. 
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Glasgow & South-Western Railway 

Full and Convenient Service of 

IJ3"" EXPRESS TRAINS ~ 
BETWEEN 

SCOTLAND & ENGLAND 
VIA 

GLASGOW and SOUTH-WESTERN and MIDLAND RAILWAYS 

From GLASGOW (St. Enoch), 
Greenock, Ardrossan, Paisley, Ayr, Kilmarnock, Dumfries, &c., &c., 

To LONDON (St. Pancras), 
And the Principal English Towns. 
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The "Banks and Braes o' Bonnie Deon" end all the other places 

made Famous in his Life's Story. 
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BETWEEN 

SCOTLAND and ENGLAND 
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Live'r'pcol. Birmingh~m. London, anll England generally. 

DAVID COOPER, 
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PREFACE. 

ANOTHER .year has passed, and still the horrors of Hun 

warfare afflict the civilised world. The Revolution in 

Russia has clouded the promising portents of the im·. 

mediate past, and a further call has been made upon the· 

patience and grim determination of Britain and her Allies· 

to keep the flag of liberty flying till the United States of 

America launch their forces against the common foe to 

secure that lasting victory," which, though postponed, is 

as certain as ever . 

We are gla.d to ~bservc that the units of the Federation 

still keep mo-ving in face of the. consequent difficulties, 

and this has greatly heartened us in the preparation of 

the present issue of the Chronicle, which, we trust, will 

be found both interesting and instructive. 

BENRIG, KILMAURS, 

January lst, HH8. 

D. l\I'NAUGHT. 
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ADDENDA 

TO 

"l\!Rs DUNLOP: BURNS'S CANDID FRIEND." 

W HEN arranging our notes for the above-named 
article, which appeared in last year's Chronicle, 

we overlooked an important one-inadvertently mislaid
bearing on the last letter Burns received from Mrs Dunlop, 
which contained a reference to a letter, or copy of a letter, 
preserved in the University Library, Edinburgh, which 
put beyond doubt that the Poet did receive a communication 
from l\frs Dunlop a day or two before he died. We have 
since verified the said reference, and hasten to correct 
the impression left by our last year's article by laying. a 
copy of said letter before our readers. 

" MADAM,-At the desire of Mrs Burns I have to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, and at same time to inform you of the 
melancholy and much-regretted event of Mr Burns's death. He 
expired on the morning of the 2lst., after a long and severe illness. 
Your kind letter gave him great ease and satisfaction, and was 
the last thing he was capable of perusing or understanding. The 
situation of his unfortunate widow and family of most promising 
boys, Mrs Dunlop's feelings and affection for them will much easier 
paint than I can possibly express, more particularly when Mrs 
Dunlop is informed that Mrs Burns's situation is such that she is 
expected to ly-in dayly. I am certain that a letter from Mrs. 
Dunlop to Mrs Burns would be a very great consolation, and her 
kind advice most thankfully received. I am, with the greatest 
respect, your most obedient and very humble servant. 

JNO. LEWARS. 

Dumfries, 22nd July, 1796." 

The letter is addressed, as its contents indicate, to 
Mrs Dunlop ; that to which it is evidently a reply has 
unfortunately disappeared. John Lewars, the Poet's 
fellow-officer, and brother of Jessie Lewars, assisted the 
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-widow in her distress by writing the necess:try letters 

to her friends, including Captain Crosbie, James Burness, 

and Wm. Nicol.* It is satisfactory to be assured that 

the Dunlop correspondence continued to the very last, 

and that Dr Currie's statement regarding the last letter 

addressed to Burns by her is absolutely correct. Burns 

died on 2lst July, and the funeral took place on the 25th 

-not 26th according to Currie, Lockh<irt, Cunningham, 

and others. 
We were then unable to .state definitely where Mrs 

Dunlop's remains were interred, but the following, for

warded to us by an esteemed correspondent, may be taken 

as settling the question :-

"The Air Advertiser and Scots Magazine of 1815 

both state that Mrs Dunlop, of Dunlop, died at Dunlop 

House on 24th May, 1815." The place of interment is 

not given, but it is not at all likely that her rem'1ins would 

find resting-place elsewhere than in the local family burying

place. When we visited the vault last year, we found 

only one large casquet and three small coffins within the 

walls. On enquiry we learned that, at a recent renovation 

of the building, the vault was cleared out and the more 
decayed remains removed elsewhere. The plate on the 
casquet bears that it contains the remains of her fifth 

.son, Lieutenant-General Dunlop, who died in 1832, and 
:who fought in the Peninsular War under Sir John Moore. 

EDITOR. 

* Nicol's reply is preserved in this collection. 



WAS BURNS iVIELANCHOLY? 

I. 

I T may be doubted if any man understands the real 
. Burns who does not discover that melancholy

or at least pensiveness, to use a lighter term-is not the 
basal mood of his mind. It is venturesome to assert 
this of one who~e wit was the flick of a perfect diamond, 
and who wrote " The Jolly Beggars " and " Holy Willie " 
and "Tam o' Shanter,'' but the affirmation carries no 
inconsistency. Mark Twain said that gravity is the soil 
of humour, and declared that he was a grave man himself 
at the core-a fact vouched for by those who knew him 
best. 

Tn one of his letters, Burns makes a similar confession. 
" My constitution and frame,'' he writes, " were ab origine 
blasted with a deep and incurable taint of hypochondria 
which poisons my existence." Allowing for a dash of 
generous extravagance in this revelation, its main truth 
is capable of some significant justification. To Mr Robert 
Muir he writes: "You and I have often agreed that life 
is no great blessing on the whole." Even to his captivating 
Clarinda he vents a similar opinion. "How happy I 
have been i" he cries; then adds-" How little of that 
scantling portion of time, called the life of man, is sacred 
to happiness! much less to transport! I could moralise 
to-night like a death's-head. 

' Oh, what is Life, that thoughtless wish of all ? 
A drop of honey in a draught of gall ! ' " 

Such sentiments from the pen of Burns may seem 
strange ; but that it expressed a general mood of his 
is clear enough His ode on " Despondency " drips 
with melancholy of a personal quality. The opening 

I. 
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verse is drumlie enough for a sadder spirit than 

Burns's :-
" Oppressed with grief, oppressed with care, 

A burden more than I can bear, 
I sit me down and sigh : 

Oh Life, thou art a galling load, 
Along a rough, a weary road, 

To wretches such as I ! 
Dim backward as I cast my view, 

What sickening sights appear ! 
What sorrows yet may pierce me through, 

Too justly may I fear ! 
Still caring, despairing, 

Must be my bitter doom ; 
My woes here shall close ne'er 

But with the closing tomb.!" 

Take another quotation from his letters :-"Life is a. 
fairy scene; almost all that deserves the name of enjoy
ment or happiness is only a charming delusion; and in 
comes repmmg age, in all the gravity of hoary wisdom, 
and wretchedly chases away the bewitching phantom." 
This is from Burns in his top-day ; it was written to 
Richard Brown, Greenock, from Mossgiel, in l 7S8--eight 
years before his death. Yes, and even in the opening 
0£ his career, he sends such lines as these to his father: 
" I am quite transported at the thought that ere long, 
perhaps very soon, I shall bid an eternal adieu to all the 
pains and uneasiness and disquietudes of this weary life, 
for I assure you I am heartily tired of it ; and; i£ I do not 
very much deceive my,,elf, could contentedly and gladly 
resign it 

' The soul, uneasy and confined at home, 
Rests and expatiates in a life to come.' " 

In what was probably one of the last letters he wrote, he 
says to his cousin: "You know, and my physician assures 
me, that rr.elancholy and low spirits are half my disease." 

Those who saw Burns in the flesh agree that although 
he brightened up in congenial company, the .habitual 
exprnssion of his face was one of "gloomy attentiveness," 
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.and "moody thoughtfulness; " and Allan Cunningham 

.affirms-rather severely, perhaps-that it was "intensely 
melancholy." Goudie Miller, of Alloway, in retailing 
his recollections of the Poet, informed enquirers that Burns 
often sat for hours with his head in his hand, even among 
his cronies, without speaking to them. 

Further evidence is plentiful, but need not be quoted. 
What has rather to be noted is that this dye of melancholy, 
far from being in any way derogatory to Burns, is a necessary 
complement of his genius. It is the incubator of poetry. 
What says Shelley ~-

" We look before and after, 
And pine for what is not ; 

Our sincerest laughter. 
With some pain is fraught. 

The sweetest sorigs are those which tell of saddest thought." 

It is in the marshy, muddy side-wash of life's stream 
that the celestial bird of poetry builds her. downy cradle 
and flutes her notes of inspiration ; the diver must search 
the bottom for his pearls; and cunning Nature's crucible 
for her diamonds is the black earth. Burns was a wind
mill to every human mood, and chiefly to that of despond
ency ; and, just because of this, he flung his magical 
hand over the full gamut of mortal experience, and awakened 
chords more deep, more passionate, more pathetic, than 
any other minstrel. Out of the depths he cried to the . 
world, and the world listened. 

This, too, has to be chronicled-trat the Poet's keen 
sense of life's despair heightens his credit in struggling, 
struggling with bleeding heart and feet, towards his ideal. 
That he failed to attain the calm heights is scarcely a 
marvel (what saint was ever as holy as he wished to be n, 
for the very temperament which fostered the Poet was 
something of a handicap to the man of affairs. Great 
men may be classified, roughly, into those whose judgment 
submerges their imagination and those whose fancy 
endangers their resolution. Bacon was a type of the first 
....c..clear, bloodless, calculating ; Burns was a type of the 
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second-vivid, fervent, wayward. But Burns-like the 

Psalmist-sang out of his sins and griefs and failures; 
and therefore he is on the same plane of influence : he 

has cleansed the passions of men everywhere, and showed 

them the tracks to the shining hills of life, at the foot of 

which he himself wept in grief and atoning penitence. 

II. 

A few further references suggest themselves by way 

of showing how this temperam,ental melancholy received 

deepening shades from, the Poet's physical make-up, and 

also from the harassment of his untoward circumstances. 

It seems evident that he suffered from heart trouble. 

His frequent references to palpitation and heart nervousness 

can bear no other satisfactory construction. As early 

as the Mount Oliphant period-when he was only fifteen 

years of age-his brother Gilbert says : " At this time, 

he was almost constantly afflicted in the evenings with a 

dull headache, which at a future period of his life was 
exchanged for a palpitation of the heart, and a threatening 

of fainting and suffocation in his bed in the night-time. 
The SJmptom thus early revealed continued intermit
tently but increasing in its effects throughout his life. 
He was accustomed to have a tub of cold water by his 

bedside, " into which," writes Lockhart, " he usually 

plunged more than once in the course of the night, thereby 
procuring instant though but short-lived relief." He 

does not indulge in any exaggerated declarations of his 

troubles-with all his revealing frankness, he keeps his 

heroic side to the front-but frequently it demands some 

expression in his confidential correspondence. As a 

sample, read this very moderate confession to Mrs Dunlop: 

"Though at present I am below the veriest prose, yet 

everything from you pleases. I am groaning under the 

miseries of a diseased nervous system ; a system the 

state of which is most conducive to our happiness, or 
the most productive of our misery.. For now near three 

weeks I have been so ill with a nervous headache that 

:-~r.· -·--..;;;;;=--------....... -------ll!'lllllllillll'l'l-!1!1!1'111""-"1 _ _.. _____ ..,.. 
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I have been obliged for a time to give up my Excise books, 
being scarce able to lift my head, much less to ride once a 
week over ten muir parishes." Towards the end of his 
letter he refers to himself as " a man who is weary of one 
world and anxious about another," and he winds up thus: 
"If you have a minute's leisure, take up your pen in pity 
to le pautre miserable." In his Common-place Book there 
are frequent references to " fainting fits, and other alarming 
symptoms of a pleurisy or some other dangerous disorder," 
&c. (1784)-manifestly pointing to irregularity of the heart ; 
and there is clear evidence that this affection of the heart 
was more than troublesome long before his "thoughtless 
follies " were even dreamt of, much less indulged in. More
over, his nervous condition rendered him an easy prey 
to the effects of ardent spirits. An occasional burst was 
enough to punish him for a considerable spell afterwards; 
and it may be affirmed with certainty that but for this 
congenital weakness his occasional bouts would not have 
had any serious results. Thousands of men have drunk 
alarmingly more than Burns, and the fact has escaped 
publicity. Scott drank a bottle of wine every day, and 
could accommodate three of them on an occasion, yet 
no one ever thinks of speaking of him in the same terms 
as of Burns. The truth is, that the public opinion in these 
two cases ought to be reversed. Burns suffered intensely 
from his drinking, and hence the fact of his indulgence 
could not be hidden. 

III. 

No study of the melancholy of Burns would be 
sufficient that did not desiderate the effects of his early 
experiences. Granted the temperamental quality, there 
were many aggravating circumstances, especially in the 
impressive period of his boyhood, which fed the gloom 
with added sadness. There can be no more poignant 
evidence on this chapter of his career than the testimony 
of his brother Gilbert. It is very direct and unaffected. 
Referring to the tragic family excitements at Mount 
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Oliphant, he says : " To the buffetings of misfortune, 
we could only oppose hard labour and the most rigid 
economy. We lived very sparingly... The anguish of 
mind we felt, at . our tender years, under these straits and 
difficulties, was very great. To think of our father grow
ing old (for he was now above fifty), broken down with 
the long-continued fatigues of his life, with a wife and five 
-0ther children, and in a declining state of circumstances 
-these reflections produced in my brother's mind and 
mine sensations of the deepest distress. I doubt not but 
the hard labour and sorrow of this period of his life was 
in a great measure the cause of that depression of spirits 
with which Robert was so often afflicted through his whole 
life afterwards." The very simplicity and manifest 
sincerity of this confession is pathetic beyond ordinary ; 
but the value of it to us, in our present study, is the fact 
that there is divulged a set of circumstances fatal to a 
constitution pensive by birth. Even if Burns had pro
spered afterwards in the worldly sense of fortune, it is 
beyond question that these thwarting penalties would 
have left him with a very drab memory; but his after-life 
was so often cast in the same catalogue, that not even an 
angel could have escaped their malign power, much less 
a nervous, supersensitive poet. 

It is not meant that this general analysis should form 
any apology for the ultimate colour of Burns's character 
and history. No sane student of his life seeks to deny 
the mournful augmentation of his moral frailties on his 
despondent tendencies-and certainly he does not condone 
them himself ; but the fact t9 be held clear is, that but 
for his saddening history in early life, the heart-weakness 
which handicapped his vigour, and the desertion attending 
his later career,. we might have had a different Burns
a Burns, at least, whose lengthened days would have 
sanctified. his repute, given fuller glory to Scotland, and 
added to the masterpieces of the world~s literature. 

JOHN HORNE. 

I 
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BURNS'S MARRIAGE 

IN THE LIGHT OF UP-TO-DATE EVIDENCE. 

T HE recent discovery of a letter, dated 23rd June, 

1788, addressed by Burns to James Smith, his 

Mauchline friend, then resident in Linlithgow, has raised 

anew the discussion of Burns's irregular marriage-when 

it took place, the nature of the ceremony, and what steps 

were taken when Burns proceeded to make public acknow

ledgment of its existence.* To refer to this biographeJ 

or that as a papal authority on the disputed points is. 

entirely fatuous as a solution, their conclusions being 

founded on their own interpretation of the recorded facts, 

supplemented in some cases by oral tradition-an indeter

minate basis of judgment which accounts in great measure 

for the diversity of their findings. In point of fact, most 

of the biographers write so hazily or carelessly on the 

subject that confusion is made worse confounded. Pro

fessor Nichol, for instance, gives the date of the birth 

of the second twins three days after one of them was buried ; 

he also trips in the date of the Session meeting; and he 

further states, without the slightest indication of his 

authority, that a second irregular m<trriage took place 

on some date or other previous to 28th April, 1788, which 

"was solemnized in the house of Gavin Hamilton on 2nd 

May following," thereby giving us to understand that 

Burns went through a m<trriage ceremony with Jean 

Armour on three separate occasions. t This slipshod way 

of dealing with one of the most important events in the 

Poet's life has done grievous harm to his memory by putting 

*See Glasgow Herald, Correspondence Columns, March, 1917. 

t A second ceremony apparently was necessary to bridge over . 

the " concubinage " interval ; the third, we opine, was in deference 

to Lockhart. But why did Burns ride post-haste to Mauchline on 

lSth February to marry Jean on·" 2nd l\fay following":? 
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it in the power of his detractors to seize upon a series of 

disjointed or distorted facts as a convenient text upon 

which to found their fulminations, and throw obloquy 

upon certain personages whose names Fate linked with 

his in the earlier period of his career. 

As. the average individual is quite as i.vell qualified 

to sit on the jury as the most accomplished author who 

ever wrote about Burns, we beg to submit a full catalogue 

of the facts bearing on the irregular marriage, accompanied 

by some extraneous information which may help to a better 

understanding of their import. These consist mainly 

of extracts from authentic letters written by the Poet to 

his friends or by them to him, and are set down in chrono

logical order so far as the accuracy of the dates has been 

ascertained. 
THE EVIDENCE. 

1. Burns to John Richmond, l 7th February, 1786. 

" I have no news to acquaint you with about Mauchline ; they 

are just going on in the old way. I have some very important 

,news with respect to myself, not the most agreeable-news I am 

sure you cannot guess, but I shall give you the particulars another 

time."* 

2. Letter to Gavin Hamilton, dated "Mossgiel, Saturday 

morn" (early in April, 1786). 

A garbled version of this letter, copied by successive 

editors, was published by Cunningham, in 1834, who set 

it down as addressed to John Ballantine, "about Hth 

April, 1786." We have perused the original, presently 

in the possession of Mrs Finch, daughter of Mrs Adair, and 

grand-daughter of Gavin Hamilton, who states that the 

letter has always been in the possession of the Hamilton 

family. The following is the correct version:-

" lily proposals came to hand last night, and . . . I knew that 

you would wish to have it in your power to do me a service as early 

* The extracts are confined to the relevant passages in the letters 

and are referred to by their numbers. ' 
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as anybody. I enclose you a sheet of them. I must consult you, 
first opportunity, on the propriety of sending my quondam friend, 
Mr Aiken, a copy. If he is now reconciled to my character as an 
honest man, I would do it with all my soul ; but I would not be 
beholden to the noblest being ever God created, if he imagined me 
to be a rascal. Apropos, old Armour prevailed with him to mutilate 
that unlucky paper yesterday. Would you believe it ? though 
I had not a hope, not even a wish to make her mine after her dam· 
nable conduct; yet when he told me the names were cut out of 
the papers my heart died within me, and he cut my very veins with 
the news. Perdition seize her falsehood, and perjurious perfidy, 
but God bless her and forgive her-poor, once dear, misguided girl. 
She is ill advised. Do not despise me, Sir. I am indeed a fool; but 
a knave is an infinitely worse character than anybody, I hope, will 
dare to give the unfortunate 

ROBERT BURNS." 

3. Letter to James Smith, date unknown, but certainly 
early in April, 1786. 

" Against two things I am fixed as fate-staying at home, 
and owning her conjugally. The first, by Heaven, I will not do !
the last, by Hell, I will never do ! . . . If you see Jean, tell her I will 
meet her, so help me God, in my hour of need." 

4. Poetical Compositions in March and April, 1786.
" Again rejoicing Nature sees "; "To a Mountain 
D.:iis? " ; " To Ruin " ; "The Lament " ; " De
spondency-An Ode." 

5. Letter to John Arnot of Dalquats1vood, April, 1786. 

" ... I have lost, Sir, that dearest earthly treasure, that greatest 
blessing here below, that last, best gift which completed Adam's 
happiness in the garden of bliss ; I have lost-I have lost-my 
trembling hand refuses its office, the frighted ink recoils up the 
quill-Tell it not in Gath-I have lost-a-a-a wife ! 

Fairest of God's creatures, last and best ! 
Now art thou lost. 

You have doubtless, Sir, heard my story, heard it with all its 
exaggerations; but as my actions, and my motives for action, are 
peculiarly like myself, and that is peculiarly like nobody else; I shall 
just beg a leisure moment and a spare tear of yon, until I tell my 
own story· my own way .... My spent passions gradually sank into 

l ~I I' 
;: I 

'i' 



! ·.i.~~ 
!< 
' ' 

'',\f 
""! 

;"·; 

16 

a lurid calm ; and by degrees I have subsided into the time-settled 
sorrow of the sable widower, who, wiping away the_ decent tear, 
lifts up his grief-worn eye to look-for another wife .... Such, Sir, 

has been this fatal era of my life." 

6. Burns transcribed this letter in the Glenriddel MSS., 
and added this note, in 1791 : 

" The story of the letter was this : I had got deeply in love 
with a young fair one, of which proofs were every day arising more 
and more to view. I would gladly have covered my inamorata 
from the darts of calumny with the conjugal· shield-nay, I had 
actually made up some sort of wedlock ; but I was at that time 
deep in the guilt of being unfortunate, for which good and lawful 
objection the lady's friends broke all our measures and drove 
me au desespoir." 

7. Letter to David Brice, l2th June, 1786. 

"Poor ill-advised, ungrateful Armour came home on Friday 
last. You have heard all the particulars of that affair, and a black 
affair it is. What she thinks of her conduct now, I don't know ; 
one thing I do know-she has made me completely miserable. 
Never man loved, or rather adored, a woman more than I did her ; 
and, to confess a truth between you and me, I do still love her to 
distraction after all, though I won't tell her so if I were to see her, 
which I don't want to do. My poor dear unfortunate Jean! how 
happy have I been in thy arms ! It is not the losing her that makes 
me so unhappy, but for her sake I feel most severely; I foresee 
she is on the road to-I am afraid-eternal ruin. 

" May Almighty God forgive her ingratitude and perjury to me, 
as I from my very soul forgive her ; and may His grace be with 
her, and bless her in all her future life. I can have no nearer idea 
of the place of eternal punishment than what I have felt in my own 
breast on her account. I have tried often to forget her ; I have 
run into all kinds of dissipation and riots, mason-meetings, drinking. 
matches, and other mischief, to drive her out of my head, but all 
in vain.'' 

8. Letter to John Richmond, 9th July, 1786. 

" I have waited on Armour since her return home ; not from 
the least view of reconciliation, but merely to ask for her health 
~nd to yo~ I will confess it, from a foolish hankering fondness, ve~ 
ill-placed mdeed. The mother forbade me the house, nor did Jean 
show that penitence that might have been expected. However, 
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the priest, I am informed, will give me a certificate as a singfo man, 
if I comply with the rules of the Church, which, for that very reason, 
I intend to do. 

"I am going to put on sackcloth and ashes this day. I am in
dulged so far as to appear in my own seat. Peccavi, pater, miserere 
rnei.,' 

9. Letter to David Brice, 17th July, 1786. 

" Poor Armour is come back again to Mauchline, and I went 
to call for her, and her mother forbade me the house, nor did she 
herself express much sorrow for what she has done. I have already 
appeared publicly in Church, and was indulged in the liberty of 
standing in my own seat. I do this to get a.certificate as a bachelor, 
which Mr Auld has promised me. I am now fixed to go for the 
West Indies in October. Jean and her friends insisted much 
that she should stand along with me in the Kirk, but the minister 
would not allow it, which bred a great trouble I assure you, and I 
am blamed as the cause of it, though I am sure I am innocent, but 
I am very much pleased, for all that, not to have had her company."* 

10. 22nd July, 1786. 

Burns makes over all his property and the profits 
of his poems to his brother Gibert, for behoof of his 
illegitimate daughter by Elizabeth Paton. 

11. Letter to John Richmond, 30th July, 1786. 

" My hour is now come-you and I will never meet in Britain 
more. I have orders, within three weeks at furthest, to repair aboard 
the Nancy (Captain Smith), from Clyde to Jamaica, and to call 
at Antigua. This, except to our friend Smith, whom God long 
preserve, is a secret about Mauchline. Would you believe it ? 
Armour has got a warrant to throw me in jail till I find security 
for an enormous sum. This they keep an entire secret, but I got 
it by a channel they little dream of ; and I am wandering from 
one friend's house to another, and, like a true son of the gospel, 'have 
not where to lay my head.' I· know you will pour an execration 
on her head, but spare the poor, ill-advised girl, for my sake ; though, 
may all the furies that rend the injured, enraged lover's bosom, 
await her mother until her latest hour ! I write in a moment of rage, 
reflecting on my miserable situation-exiled, abandoned, forlorn." 

* Burns did stand. along with her on 6th August, the third 
appearance.-Session Minutes. 
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12. Letter to James Smith, 14th August, 1786. 

" ... A vessel sails from Greenock the first of September, 
right for the place of my destination. . . . Where I shall shelter I 
know not, but I hope to weather the storm. Perish the drop of 
blood of mine that fears them. I know their worst, and am pre
pared to meet it :-

I'll laugh, an' sing, an' shake my leg, 
As lang's I dow. 

" On Thursday morning, if you can muster as much self-denial 
as to be out of bed about seven o'clock, I shall see you as I ride 
through to Cumnock. After all, Heaven bless the sex ! I feel 
there is still happiness for me among them :-

0 woman, lovely woman ! Heaven designed you 
To temper man !-we had been brutes without you." 

13. To John Richmond, Sunday, 3rd September, 1786. 

" 'Vish me luck, dear Richmond ! Armour has just brought 
me a fine boy and girl at one throw. God bless the little dears ! 

Green grow the rashes, 0, . 
&c." 

14. Letter to Robert Muir, 8th September, 1786. 

"You will have heard that poor Armour has repaid me double. 
A very fine boy and a girl have awakened a thought and feelings 
that thrill, some with tender pressure, and some with foreboding 
anguish, through my soul." 

15. Letter io Gavin Hamilton, 7th January, 1787. 

" ... To tell the truth among friends, I feel a miserable blank 
in my heart with want of her, and I don't think I shall ever meet 
with so delicious an armful again. She has her faults, and so have 
you and I ; and so has everybody. 

Their tricks and craft hae put me daft ; 
They've ta'en me in, and a' that ; 

But clear your decks, and here's ' The Sex ' ! 
I like the jads for a' that; 

For a' that, and a' that. &c." 

16. Letter to James Smith, lltb June, 1787. 

" If anything had been wanting to disgust me completely at 
Armour's family, their mean, servile compliance would have done 
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it. • . . If I do not fix, I will go for Jamaica. Should I stay in an 
unsettled. state at home, I would. only dissipate my little fortune, 
and ruin what I intend shall compensate my little ones for the 
stigma I have brought on their names." 

17. Letter to James Smith, 30th June, 1787. 

" I am but a younger son of Parnassus, and, like other younger 
-sons of great families, I may intrigue, if I choose to run all risks, 
but must not marry." ' 

18. Saturday, 25th August, 1787. 

When starting on his Highland tour, Burns called on 
James Smith, at Avon Printfield, Linlithgow, but found 
him from home. 

19. Sylvander to Clarinda, l\fossgiel, 23rd February, 1788. 

" ... Now for a little news that will please you. I, this morn
ing, as I came home, called for a certain woman (Jean Armour). 
I was disgusted with her-I cannot endure her ! I, while my heart 
·smote me for tho profanity, tried to compare her with my Clarinda; 
'twas setting the expiring glimmer of a farthing taper beside the 
.cloudless glory of the meridian sun. Here was tasteless insipidity, 
vulgarity of soul, and mercenary fawning ; there polished good 
sense, Heaven-born genius, and the most generous, the most delicate, 
the most tender passion. I have done with her, and she with me." 

20. To Robert Ainslie, 3rd March, 1788. 

" ... I have been through sore tribulation, and under much 
buf:!eting of the Wicked One, since I came to this country. Jean 
I found banished, like a martyr--forlorn, destitute, and friendless ; 
ali for the good old cause ; I have reconciled her to her fate ; I 
have reconciled her to her mother ; I have taken her a room ; I 
_have taken her to my arms ; I have given her a mahogany bed ; 
I have given her a guinea. . . . But-as I always am on every 
.occasion-I have been prudent and cautious to an astounding degree; 
I swore her, privately and solemnly, never to attempt any claim 
.on me as a husband, even though anybody should persuade her 
.she had such a claim (which she had not), neither during my life, 
JJ.Or after my death. She did this like a good girl. ... "* 

* The blanks are unpublishable. 
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21. Clarinda to Sylvander, 5th March, 1788. · 

" I hope you have uot forgotten to kiss the little cherub for me. 
Give him fifty, and think Clarinda blessing him all the while. I 
pity his mother sincerely, and wish a certain affair happily over." 

21A. To Richard Brown, 7th March, 1788. 

" ••. I found Jean with her cargo very well laid in, but un· 
fortunately moored almost at the mercy of wind and tide. I have
towed her into a convenient harbour, where she· may lie snug till 
she unload, and ha.ve taken the command myself, not ostensibly,. 
but for a time in secret. I am gratified with your kind enquiries
after her ; as, after all, I may say with Othello :-

' --Excellent wretch, 
Perdition catch my soul, but I do love thee.' " 

22. Clarinda to Sylvander, 8th March, 1788. 

" I am happy your little lamb is doing so well. Did you execute· 
my commission? You had a great stock in hand; and if agreeable
customers came in the way, you would dispose of some of them, 
I fancy, hoping soon to be supplie<l with a fresh assortment. For 
my part, I can truly say I have had no demand.'' 

· 23. Letter to Margaret Chalmers, 7th April, 1788. 

" ... I have lately made some sacrifices, for which, were I 
viva voce with you to paint the situation and recount the circum-
stances, you would applaud me." 

24. Letter to James Smith, 28th April, 1788. 

" ... To let you a little into the secrets of my pericranium,. 
there is, you must know, a certain clean-limbed, handsome, bewitching: 
young hussy of your acquaintance, to whom I have lately and 
privately given a matrimonial title to my corpus. 

' Bode a robe and wear it, 
Bode a pock and bear it,' 

says the wise old Scots adage. I hate to presage ill-luck ; and as' 
my girl has been doubly kinder to me than even the best of women 
usually are to their partners of our sex, in similar circumstances,: 
I reckon on t~velve times a brace of children against I celebrate my 
twelfth wedding-day.... Now for business. I intend to present 
Mrs Burns with a printed shawl, an article of which I daresay you 
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have variety ; 'tis my first present to her since I have irrevocably 

called her mine ; and I have a kind of whimsical wish to get the· 

first-said present from an old and valued friend of hers and mine

a trusty Trojan, whose friendship I count myself possessed of as a 

liferent lease .... l\frs Burns ('tis only her private designation) 

begs her best compliments to you." 

25. To Samuel Brown, 4th May, 1788. 

" I am· impatient to know if the Ailsa fowling be commenced 

for this season yet, as I want three or four stones of feathers, and I 

hope you will bespeak them for me ...• This know-I engaged in 

a smuggling trade, and God knows if ever any poor man experienced 

better returns-two for one ; but as freight and delivery have 

turned out so dear, I am thinking of taking out a licence, and beginning 

in fair trade. I have taken a farm on the borders of the Nith, and, 

in imitation of the old I>atriarchs, get men-servants and maid

servants, and flocks and herds, and beget sons and daughters." 

26. Letter to James Johnson, 25th May, 1788. 

"I am so enamoured of a certain girls' prolific, twin-bearing· 

merit, that I have given her a legal title to the best blood in my body, 

and so farewell rakery ! To be serious, I found I had a long and much

loved_ fellow-creature's happiness or misery in my hands; and 

though Pride and seeming Justice were murderous King's Advocates. 

on the one side, yet Humanity, Generosity, and Forgiveness, were 

such powerful, such irresistible counsel on the other side, that a jury 

of all Endearments and new attachments brought in a unanimous. 

verdict-Not Gnilty. And the Panel, be it known unto all whom it 

concerns, is installed and instated into all the rights, privileges, 

immunities, franchises, services, and paraphernalia that at present· 

do, or at any time coming may, belong to the name, title, and. 

designation .. ,," 

27. To Robert Ainslie, 26th May, 1788. 

" I have the pleasure to tell you that I have been extremely· 

fortunate in all my buyings and bargainings hitherto; :M:rs Burns 

not excepted ; which title I now avow to the world, I am truly 

pleased with this last affair ; it has indeed added to my anxieties for 

futurity; but it has given a stability to my mind, and my resolutions, 

unknown before ; and the poor girl has the most sacred enthusiasm 

of attachment to me, and has not a wish but to gratify my every

idea of her deportment." 
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28. Letter to Mrs Dunlop, 14th June, 1788. 

" Your surmise, Madam, is just ; I am indeed a husband .... 
I found a once much-loved, and still much-loved female, literally 
and truly cast out to the mercy of the naked elements; but as I 
.enabled her to purchase a shelter-and there is no sporting wi~h a 
fellow-creature's happiness or misery- . . . The most placid good
nature and sweetness of disposition ; a warm heart, gratefully 
devoted with all its powers to love me ; vigorous health and sprightly 
cheerfulness, set off to the best advantage by a more than common 
.handsome figure--these, I think, in a woman, may make a good 
wife, though she should never have read a page but the ' Scriptures 
.of the Old and New Testament,' nor have danced in a brighter 
~ssembly than a penny pay wedding." 

29. Author's Journal, 15th June, 1788. 

"Wedlock-the circumstance that buckles me hardest to care, 
if virtue and religion were to be anything with me but names
was what in a few seasons I must have resolved on ; in my present 
situation, it was absolutely necessary .... Nor have I any reason 
.on her part to repent it. I can fancy how, but have never seen 
where, I could have made a better choice." 

.30. To Robert Ainslie,· 15th June, 1788. 

"Were it not for the terrors of my ticklish situation respecting 
provision for a family of children, I am decidedly of opinion that 
the step I have taken is vastly for my happiness. As it is, I look 
to the Excise scheme as a certainty of maintenance. A maintenance ! 
.-luxury to what either Mrs Burns or I were born to." 

.31. To James Smith, 26th June, 1788. 

" This, my dear Sir, is now the third letter I have written 
.YOU since I have heard from you or, more properly speaking, since 
I viva i·oce heard of you. This is merely a business scrawl, conse
.quently ' I expect your answer in the course of post.' I have 
waited on ,Mr Auld about my marriage affair, and stated that I was 
legally fined for an irregular marriage by a Justice of the Peace. 
He says, if I bring an attestation of this by the two witnesses, there 
·shall be no more litigation about it. As soon as thfs comes to hand 
please 'vrite me in the way of familiar epistle that' such things are.'; 

*Curiously, he uses this phrase in a letter to Clarinda (January 
:20th of the same year) also in quotation commas. 
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Direct to me at Mauchline. Mrs Burns joins in kindest compliments 

to you along '~ith, my dear friend, Yours most truly." 

32. Letter to Mrs Dunlop, lOth July, 1788. 

Burns inadvertently dated this letter " lOth August." 

Its contents were garbled by Currie in some passages. It 

is now in the possession of Mr C. Cowie, Glasgow, and we 

have corrected the errors and supplied the omissions from 

a transcript of the original. 

" Mrs Burns, Madam, is the identical woman, who was the 

mother of twice twins to me in seventeen months. ·when she 

first found herself ' as women wish to be who love their lords ' ; 

as I loved her near to distraction, I took some previous steps to 

a private marriage. Her parents got the hint ; and in detestation 

of my guilt of being a poor devil n.ot only forbade me her company 

and their house, but on my rumoured West Indian voyage got a 

warrant to incarcerate me in jail, till I should find security in my 

about-to-be paternal relation. You know my lucky reverse of 

fortune. On my eclatant return to Mauchline, I was made welcome 

to visit my girl. The usual consequences began to betray her ; 

and I was at that time laid up a cripple in Edinburgh, she was turned, 

literally turned, out of doors, and I wrote to a friend to shelter her 

till my return. I was not under the least verbal obligation to her, 

but her happiness or misery were in my hands, and who could trifle 

with such a deposite ?." 

33. Letter to Peter Hill, 18th July, 1788. 

" From Ellisland in Nithsdale to Mauchline in Kyle is forty and 

five miles. There, a house a-building, and farm enclosures and 

improvements to tend ; here, a new-not so much indeed a new 

as a young wife; good God, Sir, could my dearest brother expect 

a regular correspondence from me ! " 

34. To Alex. Cunningham, 27th July, 1788. 

"On my return to Ayrshire, I found a much-loved female's 

positive happiness, or absolute misery, among my hands, and I could 

not trifle with such a sacred deposit. I am, since, doubly pleased 

with my conduct. I have the consciousness of acting up to that 

generosity of principle which I would be thought to possess, and I 

am really more and more pleased with my choice. ·when· I tell 

you that Mrs Burns was once 'my Jean,' you will know the rest. 

Of four children she bore me in seventeen months, my eldest boy 
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is only living. . . . Mrs Burns does not come from Ayrshire till my. 

said new house be ready, so I am eight or ten days at Mauchline 

and this place alternately." 

35. Extract from Session Minutes of Mauchline, 5th August, 

1788. 

"Sess. Con. :-Compeared Robert Burns, with Jean Armour, 

his alleged spouse. They both acknowledged their irregular 

marriage, and their sorrow for that irregularity, and desiring that 

the Session will take such steps as may seem to them proper, in 

order to the Solemn Confirmation of the said marriage. 

" The Session taking this affair under their consideration, agree 

that they both be rebuked for this acknowledged irregularity, and 

that they be taken solemnly engaged to adhere faithfully to one 

another as husband and wife all the days of their life. 

"In regard the Session have a title in law to some fine for behoof 

of the Poor, they agree to refer to Mr Burns his own generosity. 

" The above sentence was accordingly executed, and the Session 

absolved the said parties from any scandal on this act. 

ROBERT BURNS. 

WILLIAM AULD, Modr. JEAN ARMOUR. 

(Mr Burns gave a guinea-note for behoof of the poor.)" 

36. Le~ter to Robert M'Indoe, 5th August, 1788. 

" To be brief, send me fifteen yds. black lutestring silk, such 

as they used to make gowns and petticoats of, and I shall choose, 

some sober morning before breakfast, and write you a sober answer, 

with the sober sum which will then be due from, dear Sir, fu' or 

fasting, Yours sincerely."· 

37. Letter from Burns to Mrs Robert Burns, Mauchline, 

12th September, 1788. 

" Mr Dear Love,-! received your kind letter with a pleasure 

which no letter but one from you could have given me, &c." 

38. Letter to 1\fargaret Chalmers, 16th September, 1788. 

" Shortly after my last return to Ayrshire, I married ' my Jean.' 

This was not in consequence of the attachment of romance, perhaps ; 

but I had a long and much-loved fellow-creature's happiness or 

misery in my determination, and I durst not trifle with so important 

a deposit. Nor h'.:tve I any cause to repent it. If I have not got 
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polite tattle, modish manners, and fashionable dress, I am not sickened 
and disgusted with the multiform curse of boarding-school affectation ; 
and I have got the handsomest figure, the sweetest temper, the 
soundest constitution, and the kindest heart in the country. Mrs 
Burns believes, as firmly as her creed, that I am le plus bel esprit, 
et le plus honnfte homme in the universe ; although she scarcely 
ever in her life, except the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa
ment, and the Psalms of David in metre, spent five minutes together 
.on either prose or verse." 

The most careless reader oJ'. the foregoing cannot fail 
to note the high tension of Burns's feelings in the earlier 
letters and the tone of deep indignation, as if he were the 
injured party, which pervades them all, and which approaches 
hysteria in No. 2 and No. 3. The reason is obvious enough. 
Scme kind of private or irregular marriage-Burns himself 
styles it" some sort of wedlock "-had taken place between 
him and Jean Armour, the particulars of which are not 
made clear. This much we know for certain, a document 
was duly signed, witnessed, and given to the keeping of 
Jean as voucher for her character, and the honourable 
intentions of Burns as the author of her misfortune. This 
document, we are informed, was either mutilated or de
stroyed at the instigation of Jean's father, she thereby 
becoming a consenting party to what Burns evidently 
-0onsidered at. that time to be tantamount to a divorce, 
notwithstanding the sacrifices he expressed himself willing 
to make in order to provide for a wife and family. When 
he called to enquire for Jean on her return from Paisley, 
her mother peremptorily forbade him the house. (See 
Nos. 9 and 11). Hence his indignation and bitter resent
ment of his contemptuous treatment by the Armours, 
which their servile attitude towards him on his change of 
fortune served only to intensify. (See 16 and 19). What 
kind of " conjugal shield " Burns interposed between 
Jean and "the darts of calumny" when he bec'.1me aware 
of her condition, we _describe in the words of Dr Edgar, 
late minister of Mauchline, and author of the able and 
.instructive volumes,. Old Church Life in Scotland, from 
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which we quote from the chapter dealing with m~rriages: 

in olden times. 

THE SCOTS MARRIAGE LA ws. 

" In Scotland there have, from a very early period, been two 

kinds of legal marriage, recognised under the designations of regular 

and irregular. Regular marriages have always been defined as· 

marriages celebrated according to the regulations of the Church, by 

authorised ministers, and with religious solemnities, or, as a certain 

class of ecclesiastical writers are given to say, with sacerdotal bene

diction. The definition of an irregular marriage has not been so 

constant and unquestioned. In the strict sense of the term, a 

marriage may be said to have been irregular when the regulations 

of the Church were not fully complied with ; and, as these regulations 

varied from time to time, marriages that at one period were held 

to be regular may at another period have been pronounced irregular. 

As far back as any living man remembers, it has taken very 

few formalities to constitute in Scotland a marriage that is binding 

in law. A man and a woman have had only to take up house 

together, and declare themselves husband and wife. The law 

thereupon pronounced them married persons. But this was not 

always understood to be the law of the land in Scotland, and the 

Church of Scotland did not always recognise such unions as 

marriages.... The Presbytery of Irvine, in 1753, agreed that in 

determining questions of marriage the following queries should be 

put: first, did the parties ever acknowledge themselves husband 

and. wife ; secondly, did they ever live together as husband and 

wife ; and thirdly, are they habit and reput(') married persons .... 

When people were found by a Kirk-Session to have been lawfully 

married, although in an irregular manner, they were not treated as 

scandalous persons, and censured for living in scandal. Their 

offence was held to be of .a milder type. It was simply a breach 

of Church order, and it was visited by a censure modified to the 

measure of misdeed .... Had Burns's alleged marriage by the unlucky 

paper come before the Civil Courts in 1786, and the fact of consent de 

presenti been clearly established, it is at least doubtful if the marriage 

could have been affirmed. There is reason to think that all the length 

the Court would have gone would have been to grant an order to 

compel solemnisation. Church Courts, during the greater part of 

the 18th century, scarcely knew what to recognise as marriages." 

The cautious and painstaking Robert Chambers sub

mitted the question of Burns's marriage to an eminent 
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counsel learned in the law, whose opinion he incorporated 

in one of his appendices:-

" A marriage once existing cannot be annulled but by divorce, 

The destruction of documents may place impediments in the way 

of proving that it had existed, just as burning a bloody shirt may 

render it more difficult to prove a murder ; but the fact cannot be 

altered. The subsequent formal marriage and the Church censure 

would go for nothing, except in the way of evidence, and to throw 

doubt on what might be adduced on the other side. 

" The question then is-was there a marriage ? Certainly there 

was, if the document was a declaration by Burns that Jean Armour 

was his wife, or that he had married her, and she accepted it in that 

light at the time. The following from Erskine will show that the 

rule is much older than Burns's day :-

" ' Marriage may be without doubt perfected by the consent of 

parties declared by writing, provi<led the ~riting be so conceived 

as necessarily to impart their present consent. The proof of 

marriage is not confined to the testimonies of the clergyman and 

witnesses present at the ceremony. The subsequent acknowledgment 

of it by the parties is sufficient to support the marriage, if it appear 

to have been made not in a jocular manner, but with deliberation.' 

" The difficulties have occurred where the acknowledgment 

appeared to be with no intention to hold a marriage, but to serve 

some temporary purpose. Undoubtedly, if Burns had married 

anybody else he would have been guilty of bigamy." 

The presence of a Justice of Peace or other c1vrn 

dignitary was not an essential part of the irregular ceremony, 

though, like that of the blacksmith at Gretna Green, it 

ensured disinterested testimony to the fact. In Burns's 

case, 'we have his own declaration (No. 31) that a Justice 

of Peace was present, and that a fine was paid ; the 

intention of which probably was to facilitate probation, 

if the need arose, in the Courts of Law. The records of 

the Session of Mauchline contain many instances of irregular 

marriages under discipline ; so much so as to lead to the 

belief that the Civil Court was seldom or never appealed 

to in such cases. The minister and elders in almost. every 

parish were then the only accredited overseers-nay, in 

many places they were the only local authority vested 

with powers to control and direct local affairs. Much, 
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therefore, depended on the personnel of these local tribunals, 
whose powers were bounded only by their. own conception 
of them. The result was, in many instances, an oligarchic 
tyranny of the most inquisitorial sort, extending to the 
minutest details of daily life, whose rigour often defeated 
the ends in view. Thus, in 1788, the year in which Burns 
and Jean were reproved for their. irregular marriage, the 
Session Clerk, who apparently had recently been treated 
to a chorus of sarcastic remarks on the morality of Mauch
line, took the opportunity of appending this ludicrous 
note to the minute of that date: "N.B.-Notwithstanding 
the great noise, there are only twenty fornicators in this 
parish since last Sacrament." Dr Edgar tells us that this 
form of sin lay "very heavy on the minds of Mr Auld and 
his Kirk-Session," though, it would appear, the "Poacher 
Court " had nothing to reproach themselves with on the 
score of lack of alertness on the part of their gamekeepers. 
What kind of a man was Mr Auld, on whose shoulders 
rested the responsibilities of this omniscient and omnipotent 
local adjudicature ? \Ve cannot do better than quote again 
from Dr Edgar:-

DADDIE AULD. 

"Mr Auld's name is a household word wherever the poems 
of Burns are read. From the way in which that minister is spoken 
of in the writings, and in some of the biographies of the Poet, it is 
not unlikely that the opinion entertained of him by the public 
generally is neither very exalted nor very favourable. William 
Auld was, nevertheless, a man of far more than common force of 
character, besides being a minister of exemplary faithfulness. · Of 
all tha ministers that ever lived in l\fauchline ... I am inclined to say 
that Mr Auld is the one that was most abundant in pastoral labours, 
and that left on the parish the clearest and most enduring mark of 
himself. He was a grave, solemn man-an ultra Sabbatarian-and 
a bishop, who not only looked over his parish, but rul~d with 
apostolic rigour in his own house. While a terror to evil-doers, he 
was the praise of those that did well. . . .. He was settled in Mauch
line ·in the year 1742, and died at Mauchline in December 1791 
in the 8lst year of his age. In 1763, the number of commu~icant~ 
rose to 700 ; in 1780, to 1300 ; and in 1786 and 1788 ·(the two 
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years in which Burns figured in the Kirk-Session), to 1400. After 
his death, the numbers went down in a few years to 500 .... _ He 
is said to have been a man of considerable learning ;. but, except 
that he was fairly well informed in Church law and Church pro
cedure, we have no evidence that his acquirements were more than 
ordinary. . . . Some of Burns's biographers have called him a leader 
-0f the Old Light party in the Church. He certainly belonged to 
that party, and he may have been considered an outst~nding member 
-0f it in the upper district of Kyle ; but in no legitimate sense of the 
term could he be called a leader either of that or of any other party. 
He made no figure in Church Courts." 

Despite an occasional strained note of brotherly 
sympathy, Dr Edgar's estimate of Mr Auld is, on the whole, 
an unprejudiced and just review of the qualities of the man, 
and his work as Minister of Mauchline for the long period 
of fifty years. He was a stern and unbending C:tlvinist, 
conscientious and courageous in the discharge of what he 
conceived to be his duty ; but he was not devoid of charity 
and benevolence. There is no trace of vindictiveness or 
revenge in his dealings with Burns; on the contrary, the 
Poet himself confesses that he treated him with consideration. 
He showed great zeal in providing for the poor of the 
parish, and it was his consuming regard for their interests 
which led to the quarrel between him and Gavin Hamilton. 
The "stent," _or assessment for the poor, was at that 
period voluntary, and consequently often fell into arrears ; 
and it was his- dictatorial persistence in enquiring after 
the defaulters which forced Mr Hamilton, as Heritors' 
Clerk, into a position of antagonism to him and his Session. 
The subsequent charges brought against Mr Hamilton 
of Sabbath breaking, &c., undoubtedly savour of perse
cution ; still, Mr Auld had the authority of the binding 
instructions of the Presbytery in acting as he did. Broader 
views of Christian life and practice were becoming prevalent, 
but he was an old man of seventy-five, and clung tenaciously 
to the old order of things. "His lot was cast," says Dr 
Edgar, " in a rude, rough age, in which gross licentiousness 
and shameless perfidy prevailed to an extent that many 
people have no idea of "-a, remark, b<: it observed, which 
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has a much wider application to the men and manners of 
the period of Scottish history between the birth and death 
of Robert Burns. 

THE SUMMING UP. 

Before proceeding to examine the evidence, it is. 
necessary to set down clearly the issues involved. These 
are:-

(a) Did an irregular marriage take place in 1786 before 
competent witnesses ? 

(b) Did Burns consider himself a married man between 
1786 and 1788? 

(c) Did a second irregular marriage take place in 1788 
before competent witnesses ? 

All authorities are agreed that a marriage of some 
kind or other took place in 1786 ; the points in dispute 
are its nature and effects. It would be a straining of the 
language employed in No. 1 to say that the disagreeable 
nevrs referred to was Burns's hasty marriage to Jean; 
this much, however, is made certain, his trou"!Jles in con
nection with the Armours began previous to l 7th February, 
1786. Unfortunately, the exact dates of letters 2, 3, and 
5 are unknown ; but it is generally agreed that they were 
all written in the month of April, 1786. Lockhart assigns 
first place to No. 3, and writes as if the irregular marriage 
took place at a subsequent date, though in the letter itself 
Burns swears, with an imprecation, that he will ~ever 
"own her conjugally "-an expression, by the way, 
suggestive of more than the bare idea of marrying her 
in the future. The " proposals " mentioned in No. 2 
were the prospectus of the Kilmarnock edition, the manu
script of which was dispatched on 3rd April, the printed 
sheets being dated 14th April following. In this letter we 
have the story of the mutilation of the proofs of the marriage, 
which must therefore have taken place between the middle 
of February and the second week of April of the same 
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year, as we shall see further on in more detail. That the 
Armours were very much alive to the importance of " the 
unlucky paper " goes without saying, and Burns's estimate 
of it can be gauged by the perturbed frame of mind into 
which he was thrown when he heard of its destruction. 
By destroying the document or documents, the Armours 
vainly hoped to annul the marriage ; and Burns's resent
ment of their boorish treatment of him rendered him quite 
as eager to move in the same direction. Neither he nor 
his friends were at all likely to insist on the binding nature 
of the marriage ;* they therefore deliberately preserved a 
discreet silence, which took the point off whatever gossip · 
may have gained currency. In no other way can the 
strange procedure of the Kirk-Session which followed 
be explained. In No. 8 Burns informs Richmond that 
Mr Auld was willing to give him a clearance certificate 
as a single man if he complied with the rules of the Church ; 
and he further says that it was for that very reason he 
had resolved to submit himself to censure. He writes 
in the same strain to Brice (No. 9), adding that Mr Auld 
had promised him a certificate as a bachelor, the inference 
being that an interview had tak~n place between them. 
None knew the laws of the Church better than Mr Auld, 
and he was the veriest martinet in insisting on the~r ob
servance. As a party to an irregular marriage Burns 
had incurred double censure-for ante-nuptial fornication 
and breach of Church order. Appearing as a single man, 
his case was simplified ; after public reproof, the certificate 
in every case was granted as a matter of course. Did 
Mr Auld lend himself to this passive deception on the part 
of Burns? Dr Edgar, who had convenient access to all 
the Mauchline records, does not hesitate to say that." he 
wes too upright a man to do anything of the sort; he must 
have believed that Burns was not married." We are shut 
up to this conclusion, unless we are prepared to believe 
that Mr Auld was a man utterly unworthy to hold the 

* Gilbert testifies that Burns concurred latterly in the destruction. 
of the " lines." 
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position of pHish minister of M<tuchline. ·when the real 
state of in<ttters was revealed to him in 1788, he made 
amends for his error by confining the charge to the irregular 
m1rriage, thereby providing irrefutable proof that all Jean 
Armour's children were born in lawful wedlock. What 
Burns himself thought of his relations with Jean Armour 
we shall see shortly. He went to Edinburgh with the 
:bachelor certificate in his pocket; he was received there 
:as a single man, which doubtless would have the effect of 
unsettling his mind on the validity of his marriage ; he 
-discovered his power of impressing women on a much higher 
.social and intellectual level than the belles of Mauchline ; 
and latterly he came under the fascination of Mrs M'Lehose, 
when the wish became father to the thought, and.he wrote 
two of the most regrettable letters (19 and 20) that ever 
proceeded from his pen. ·The remembrance of his tre:it~ 
ment by the Armours rankled -; new ambitions were 
awakened ; the change in his outlook on life, plainly 
-observable in 1787, reached its climax in the early months 
of 1788 : but he came right in the end, as Burns always 
did. Confronted with the heart-rending circumstances 
under which Jean had brnn banished from her father's house, 
the mists of ·his self-deception were dissipated, and the 
native qualities of his mind, after a brief struggle between 
honour and wounded pride, resumed their wonted sway. 
There was but one honourable course open to him, and he 
manfully chose it, though his self-laudatory phrases, 
repeated again and again in his letters of that date, detract 
from the virtue of his action, for these cannot be taken as 
reasons for a "sacrifice" which was no sacrifice at all but a 
bounden duty. If Jean had been thrust out of her father's 
house in 1786, Burns would have acted then as he did in 1788. 
He confessed his irregular marriage to Mr Auld, and wrote 
his friend Smith (No. 31), who was one of the witnesses, 
to forward his testimony by post, but of this more anon. 
Notwithstanding the casuistry he had laid as flattering 
unction to his soul, he knew all along he was a married 
man, which brings us to the second issue. 
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Whatever doubts he entertained of his obligations 

to Jean after he obtained the bachelor certificate, he had 

none before that incident took place. His letter to John 

Arnot (No. 5) is sufficient proof of this. In that strange 

serio-comic production, which he thought so much of th'l.t 

he inscribed it in the collection he made for Robert Riddel, 

he says he had lost " a wife " by the destruction of " the 

unlucky paper," and was looking for another, which may 

be taken as a hint of his love interlude with Highland Mary, 

with whom he parted a few weeks afterwards never to 

meet again.* This letter acquires double force from its 

revisal by Burns five years afterwards, taken along with 

the explanatory note there attached, stating that he and 

Jean "had made up some sort of wedlock." A ye:tr 

afterwards, when he was at the height of his fame, he 

unwittingly revealed to Sm.ith (No. 17) the doubting com

plexion of his thoughts with regard to marriage. In the 

confidential letter to Ainslie (No. 20), which that faithless 

friend of his handed to Allan Cunningham to be made 

use of as he thought proper, the doubts which had haunted 

him ever since the granting of the questionable certificate 

found expression in a way, to say the least of it, th'l.t was 

not creditable to him. If he thought the burning of "the 

lines " and possession of the Kirk-Session certificate had 

made him a free man, why this solemn swe'.Lring of Jean 

to forego her claims upon him ? On 28th April, 1788, he 

first styles Jean" Mrs Burns" to his friend Smith (No. 24), 

and he repeats the term to others in Nos. 27, 30, 31, 32, and 

34, from that date to 27th July of the same year. To 

Margaret Chalmers and Clarinda he was more reticent, as 

might have been expected. The former has put upon 

record that Burns was a suitor for her hand, and it would 

have been rather awkward to inform her that he was a 

married man when he made his advances to her.t Clarinda 

* Mrs Begg tells us he had made her acquaintance before this 

date. All the available evidence points to the conclusion that she 

was a; rival of Jean's in the early stage of their courtship. 

t This also explains his reticence regarding Highland Mary• 
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made the discovery too late. He had evidently told her 
of his relations with Jean, but nothing of a compromising 
nature about the marriage; it is, however, very suggestive 
of his inner thoughts at the time, that he told her in March, 
1789, he never had " the least glimmering of hope " that 
she could be his, though he considered he was " not under 
the smallest moral tie* to Mrs Burns." It is an instructive 
commentary on the manners of that age that a woman of 
the social standing and education of Mrs M'Lehose could 
look upon grave moral lapses as mere peccadilloes to be 
pardoned without much questioning or compunction when 
the victims happened to be, in her judgment, in an inferior 
social position. She knew of Jean's first twins, and wished 
the birth of the second "happily over." The "paitrick" 
incident in 'Rankine's epistle must also have been familiar 
to her ; yet she lived in the hope of being free to marry 
him, and· dubbed him "villain " when he publicly acknow
ledged Jean to be his wife. The second twins are said to 
have been born on 3rd March, 1788; one of them was buried 
on IOth March, and the other on the 22nd immediately 
following. t 

In his letter to Mrs Dunlop (No. 32) he mentions only 
" some previous steps to marriage " in 1786. Though 
she had asked in a previous letter for full particulars of 
his marriage, he says not a word of any private or irregular 
ceremony on any subsequent date, for the very good 
:reason that nothing of the kind had taken place, Writing 
to Peter Hill (No. 33), it is worth noting that he styles 
Jean not so much a new as a young wife, Hill no doubt 
heing in possession of the facts of Burns's relations with 
her. 

In Lockhart's life of the Poet, he affirms that "Burns 
rode to Mossgiel (18th February, 1788) and went through 

* He styles it " verbal obligation " to Mrs Dunlop. 

t Burns's family register gives 3rd March as the date of birth 
seemingly a mistake. In the Mauchline Burial Register (nm; 
in the Register House, Edinburgh), the dates are those given. Both, 
we are informed, "died unbaptised." 
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the ceremony of a Justice of Peace marriage with Jean 
in the writing chambers of his friend Gavin Hamilton"; 
he does not, however, condescend upon an exact or approxi
mate date, though he leaves the impression that the 
ceremony took place immediately on his arrival at Mauchline 
-an untenable position. We must therefore do our best 
to supply the omission. On March 3rd of that year, 
Burns, to put it mildly, had not the slightest intention of 
re-marrying Jean, nor of abiding by the marriage of 1786 
{See No. 20)-he had done with her and she with him 
.(See No. 19). · On 28th April he tells Smith that "Mrs 
l3urns" is Jean's "private designation"; the ceremony 
alluded to by Lockhart is bound, therefore, to have taken 
place between these dates. As early as 7th April (No. 23) 
he writes as if the " sacrifices " had been already made ; 
which shortens the period by three weeks ; and it must 
be borne in mind that he returned to Edinburgh about 
the IOth of March,* and remained there till the 24th, when 
he finally left it. Scott Douglas, in his annotations on 
Lockhart, records his dissent from that biographer regarding 
the implied date of the alleged marriage in 1788, and he 
.suggests no other in that year. On 7th March (No. 21a) 
_he informs Brown that he had towed Jean into a convenient 
harbour, and "taken the command for a time in secret "; 
while on 4th May (No. 25) he tells his kinsman at Kirkoswald 
that he was "thinking of taking out a licence" and for
.saking the "smuggling trade." It is, however, in his 
letter to Smith (No. 24) that we get most enlightenment on 
the vague references to his marriage, and his having cone 
£erred some new title or other on Jean, " recently and 
privately," which misled Lockhart. His quotation of 
the old Scotch adage was Burns's cryptic way of informing 
.Smith that he was wearing "the robe" and bearing "the 
pock" of matrimony by cohabitation with Jean, while 
he was being tutored by Mr Findlay, officer at Tarbolton, 
..on the duties of an exciseman. t His allusion to twelve 

* Part of the intervening time was spent at Dalswinton. 
t Findlay's Excise order is dated 3lst March. 
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brace of children ere he celebrated his twelfth wedding-day 

is a clear indication of what was in his mind at that time, 

and, indeed, all along. If the wedding-day he meant 
was in 1788, the twelfth anniversary of it would have 

made him the father of fourteen brace; but, calculating 

from the real wedding day in 1786, his facetious presagement 

is understandable. Again, if Smith was a witness to 

Lockhart's alleged re-marriage in 1788, why does Burns 
subsequently write to him (No. 24) as if he knew nothing 

about it? On 26th June (No. 31) he had written Smith 
twice without reply. Smith was resident in Linlithgow· 

(No. 18), and, as travelling was dear and inconvenient in 

those days, it is not at all likely ~hat he was summoned to 

Mauchline between 3rd March and 28th April to act as 

witness to a private marriage, more especially when dozens. 
of the Poet's Mauchline acquaintances would have been 

only too glad of the honour. Smith left Mauchline towards 
the end of 1786, and never resided in it afterwards. He 

emigrated to the West Indies, and died in the island of 

St. Lucia at a comparatively early age. Burns had no 
reason for secrecy in 1788 ; on the contrary, when his 

better self became victorious, his resolution was to acknow-. 
ledge Jean publicly. His first step was to approach Mr 
Auld, who expressed himself willing to extricate him from 
the difficulties he had brought upon himself by his hesitating 
attitude towards Jean if he proved the validity of the 1786 
marriage by the oath or declaration of the witnesses present. 
He accordingly wrote Smith (No. 31), and apparently 
received the necessary testimony. Had there been a 
re-marriage there would have been no call for any such 
procedure; the documentary proofs of its celebration 
could readily have been produced, and the grounds of the 

"litigation" referred to by Mr Au.Id effectually removed. 
The documentary proofs of 1 786 were destroyed, and the 
evidence could only be recovered by the procedure adopted. 
By the proof of the 1786 marriage, the air was cleared 
and Burns was delivered from a very awkward position. 
The birth of the second twins rendered his offence a trilapse,. 



37 

with which the Presbytery, not the Kirk-Session, had the
sole power to deal ; and he was also guilty of a double 
breach of Church order by contracting another irregular 
marriage. A second marriage would thus have made 
matters worse ; but when the early marriage was proved,. 
the indictment shrank to antenuptial misconduct and 
nuptial irregularity. Why the first of these was departed 
from by the Mauchline Session seems at first sight inex
plicable. It is almost certain that the view taken by Mr 
Auld was that Burns and Jean had already (1786) been 
reproved on that score, and that the children subsequent 
to that date had been born in lawful wedlock. On all 
questions Gavin Hamilton was Burns's legal adviser, ·and 
he drew up all his legal documents. When Burns returned 
from Edinburgh in February, 1788, he reconciled Jean 
to her mother and rented a room for her accommodation. 
From the tenor of his letters in· the months which followed, 
it is clear that he was cohabiting with her. It is unbeliev
able that Jean's mother was a consenting party to .her 
daughter's living in open shame within a stone-throw of 
her father's house. She knew better. That Burns 
reconciled Jean to "her fate" (whatever that may mean)* 
and also to her mother by a dishonourable proposal of 
semi-veiled concubinage is just as unbelievable (See 2la). 
It must be kept in view that his conduct at this juncture 
was strongly influenced by the consciousness that he was 
still in the meshes of the Clarinda ent'.lnglement, from 
which it took him some time to cut himself clear. '.!;'he 
spell was broken towards the end 0£ March, 1788 ; there
after the crooked was made straight and the rough places 
of the path of duty made plain. The obvious inference 
from the facts is, that Burns, probably acting on the 
advice of Gavin Hamilton, openly took up house with Je'tn 
in order to provide the element of coitus or cohabit'ttion, 
which, in the eye of the law, was accounted the consum
mation of all irregular marriages. Be that as it may,.. 

*See No. 19. 
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-0ohabitation proved a powerful plea with Mr Auld, and 
rendered the path of penance less onerous and irksome. 
In none of his letters does he state his case so succinctly and 
squarely as in that to Mrs Dunlop (No. 32)-the 1786 
11rivate marriage, leading up to the provision of a "shelter" 
-for Jean in 1788, and the public declaration of said marriage 
which followed, by living together as man and wife. 

By their wilful destruction of the marriage lines, the 
_Armours had placed themselves in an anom'.tlous position 
with regard to the claims of their daughter on Burns ; 
and their solution of the problem by thrusting Jean out of 
.doors was consequently harsh in the extreme. There was 
nothing to have prevented Gavin Hamilton officiating at 
the ceremony, as local tradition hath it; but, whether 
or not, we are decidedly of opinion that the unlucky paper 
was drawn out by him. in proper form, his precautions 
_rendering its destruction a m'ttter of little or no moment. 
-The report that the Armours consulted Robert Aiken on 
-the consequences of their action mg,y or m'.ty not have 
been true ; all the same, it may be taken as a sign that 
they were left in an atmosphere of disquieting doubt. 
What poor Jean's attitude was we learn from the Brulie 
or scroll minutes of the Mauchline Session record. On 
_2nd December, 1787, "Jeg,n Armour was reported to the 
Session as being under scandal,'' and on the 9th the follow
ing entry was m'.tde: "Jean Armour sent excuse that 
.she cannot attend until next Sabbath." These items 
were not engrossed on the permanent record, and the case 
was thereafter allmved to drop, for no more is recorded 
regarding it either in the scroll or extended minutes. Jean, 
-then, it seems, was summoned as a siJ:lgle wom'.tn with
out protest or objection on her p:ut'. · We know what 

-followed in the ensuing spring. On 30th July, 1788, 
Burns and Jean are entered on the roll of persons under 
sc'tndal in the Brulie minutes, with a score dra;wn through 
their names-an intimation that the charge of scandal 
had been departed from. The explanation of this we have 

.already given. Dr Edgar, who dismisses the idea of a 
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second marriage as an improbability, in concluding his 
valuable and exhaustive researches, writes as follows:-

"Pending further. information, I am inclined to think that on 
some consideration or other Mr Auld had, prior to July, 1788, been 
led to believe that the twins of March 3rd had been born in legal · 
wedlock ; or that a plea to that effect, if advanced by either Burns 
or Jean, would present difficulty to the Session."* 

\ 
The information desired by Dr Edgar has now come 

to light in the newly~discovered letter (No. 31) which has 
just been added to the extensive collection of Mr Charles 
Cowie, Glasgow. The witness or witnesses of the 1786 
marriage had laid their testimony before Mr Auld, who 
a.ccepted it as satisfactory proof that Burns and Jean were 
married persons from that date onwards; though he, in 
ignorance of the fact, had reproved them in August, 1786, 
for the birth of twins born in lawful wedlock.t The reproof 
administered in 1788 on the single count of the irregular . 
marriage, followed by the confirmation of 'the marriage 
in the Session minutes as requested, is of itself proof sufficient 
that there was no s.econd marriage. If there had been, 
Mr Auld was bound by the law of the Church to censure 
them for antenuptial misconduct, and record the fact 
in the minute-book before any clearance certificate could 
have been granted. ·As we have already said, the case of 
Burns himself would have been passed on to the Presbytery, 
and a note to that effect recorded in the minutes. This 
is still the law of the Church of Scotland. 

It appears strange that the precise date of the marriage 
is not mentioned either in the Session minute or the Register 
of Marriages, which is now lodged in the Register House, 
Edinburgh.. All that is said in the latter is, that they 
(Burns a.nd Je::tn) "acknowledged they were irregularly 

* If the twins were born on March 3rd, Burns makes no reference 
tO them in letters 20 and 2la. The more probable date is either 
the 8th or 9th of March .. 

t Mr Henley hazards the guess that Mr Auld had a strong 
-0bjection to the marriage, followed by the statement that he was 
gliilty of an illegal act in certifying Burns a bachelor: 

LI' 



''.\: 

40 

married some time ago "-a vague expression, which would 
not have been used had the marriage taken place in the 
same year as it was registered. We have purposely re
frained from founding anything on what is said by the 
biographers, for reasons which we have already indicated. 
Not all of them, however, procured their information as 
Robert Chambers did his, viz., by personal visit and 
interview on many doubtful points -0f which he gives full 
particulars, which renders his narrative all the more worthy 
of credence. He flatly contradicts Lockhart's statement 
regarding a second marriage in Gavin Hamilton's house, 
giving as his authority the eldest daughter of Gavin 
Hamilton (Mrs Adair), who informed him that she remem
bered Burns giving the first intimation of his marriage 
to her family at her father's breakfast table, in 1788, by 
casually referring to Jean as " Mrs Burns." 

The conclusion from the evidence-the only one 
possible, in our opinion-is, that there was one marriage 
ceremony, and one only; and the Mauchline Session and 
its Moderator assured themselves of that fact before 
proceeding to deal with the case in the tangled condition 
in which it was brought under their notice on Burns's 
return from Edinburgh crowned with the laurels of fame. 

It may be said that the space we have devoted to this 
question is out of proportion to its importance. We need 
not say we do not agree with. that view. Burns's marriage 
with Jean Armour is so interwoven with the great turning
point of his career that they cannot be separated. It was 
the immediate cause of the publication of the volume which 
brought him into fame, and sent him post-h'Lste to take his. 
natural place amongst the literati of Edinburgh ; and it 
came very near being responsible for sending him into 
tropical exile. Had J e3.n rem'.:tined faithful to her vows: 
of 1786 and clung to her husb:tnd, her constancy would 
undoubtedly have influenced the years which immediately 
followed. This much we are justified in saying-it is a 
great deal in view of some recent biographies-there would 
have been no Highland M<try and no Cl_arind~ to point 
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the barbs of unkindly and half-read critics. On the other 
hand, the world would have been deprived of the deathless 
lyrics which these experiences inspired. 

In the two years of his life we have been examining, 
however opinion of his conduct during that trying period 
may differ, few will be inclined to deny that he was as much 
sinned against as sinning. As he says himself in his 
defence to Mrs M'Lehose, * it is the story " of an honest 
man struggling successfully with temptations the most 
powerful that ever beset humanity," while conscious that 
he was guilty " of high imprudence and egregious folly." 

EDITOR 

* Letter dated March 9th, 1789. 

I 



i, 

LOCKHART ON CRABBE AND BURNS. 

W HEN J. G. Lockhart, LL.B., son-in-law and 
biographer of Sir Walter Scott, came to write 

his L~fe of Burns, the performance of Dr Currie, "Burns's 
first and kindest biographer," as Carlyle not altogether 
untruthfully calls him, had been already before the world 
for two or three decades, and, to the lasting credit of the 
Wordsworth and Lamb group of literati, and to Mr Gray 
of the Dumfries Academy, and Mr Findlater Burns's 
superior officer in the Eicise, had been condemned for its 
treatment of the life and character problem of the Scottish 
Poet. There was even a movement set on foot to rectify 
the alleged injustice (see Earnock MSS. in Annual Burns 
Chronicle for 1898), but it came to nothing, as Mr Roscoe 
and other friends of Currie-the latter being now dead
interfered in the interest of the doctor's honour : it did 
not, of course, matter about the reputation of poor Burns. 

It is perhaps asking too much in consideration of all 
the complicated circumstances and interests involved
not the least of them being that Burns himself was con
stantly referring to his own errors in humorous or remorse
ful vein coloured as often as not with the hues of exaggera
tion, though, like the rest of us when in the confessional 
mood, not intending what he said to be taken too literally 
-but I cannot help thinking that if Currie had only had 
the courage, as presumably he could not be wanting in the 
intellectual insight, to let the private faults and failings of 
Burns alone in .his treatment of the Poet's biography, he 
would have rendered a distinct service to mankind, and 
saved the world a deal of labour in adjusting matters with 
which, according to Wordsworth, it really had no concern ; 
a labour apparently not yet ended when we find the Rev. 
Principal of a Scottish University, in an article entitled 
"Burns and Present Distress," in the Glasgow Herald 
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(25th January, 1917), stooping to take the Poet's alleged 

alcoholic declensions of over a century ago as a text for 

the exploitation of his own prohibitionist propaganda 

of to-day. In the opinion of that great and wise poetical 

genius Wordsworth, whose own life and conduct, it is 

worthy of remark, was as distinguished for its purity as 

his poetry for its high and noble quality, a biographer 

has nothing to do with the private life of an author, and 

more especially of a poet, unless he has also been a public 

man and borne a certain part in the affairs of the world, 

when such knowledge might then be necessary to explain 

his public actions. "Nothing of this," he says, "applies 

to authors, considered merely as authors. Our business 

is with their books, to understand and to enjoy them. And 

of poets more especially it is true that, if their works be 

good, they contain within themselves all that is necessary 

to their being comprehended and relished." But I don't 

think it is unfair to Dr Currie to say that, in view of the 

different interests he thought it his duty to conserve, his 

extremist advocacy of the cause of temperance was to a 

greater extent responsible for his action than perhaps 

even he himself realised at the time. It made him feel it 

incumbent on him to touch this subject, however lightly 

and kindly, yet with candour, as he puts it himself, be

lieving that if he did not do so, others would, and perhaps 

less tenderly; a subject, moreover, be it noted, of which 

he himself had no personal knowledge, and was consequently 

indebted for his information to the hearsay statements 

of outsiders, a very dangerous kind of evidence to handle 

under any circumstances, or at any time. The result has 

therefore been that almost all subsequent biographers 

have followed in Currie's footsteps; the very respectability, 

apparent frankness, and generosity of his achievement 

contributing to that end, That the mind of Lockhart 

was largely influenced by the work of Currie must be 

obvious to every unbiased reader of his Life of Burns. In 

spite of his evident i~tention to be just, and even moderately 

generous, as well as highly judicial, amounting to a con-
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fession, on careful examination of all the evidence, that 
the truth about Burns's drinking delinquencies probably 
lay midway between the statements of his accusers and 
defenders, it is nevertheless perfectly plain that he cannot 
divorce himself from the exceedingly reasonable and re
spectable hearsay testimony of the distinguished Liverpool 
physician. 

But my business in this brief note is not so much to 
criticise at any length Currie's, or even Lockhart's, bio
graphical performance-the evidence for forming a judgment 
being accessible in the archives of the Poet's bibliography 
to every Burns student who cares to' take the trouble to 
look into the matter for himself-but to bring to the notice 
of the reader certain, I should fancy, not too well-known 
observations on Crabbe and Burns; and in particular, 
to a wantonly indiscreet expression of Lockhart's, which 
has a relevant bearing on the preceding introductory 
remarks. It is a long way from Ayrshire to Suffolk, more 
particularly at the end of the eighteenth century, but, in 
the same year that Burns was learning flax-dressing with 
his cousin Peacock in Irvine, Crabbe, after an unsuccessful 
attempt at medical practice in his native village of Ald
borough, and departure to London as a literary adventurer 
with a bundle of MSS. and three pounds of money in his 
pocket, a box of clothes, and a case of surgical instruments, 
was just saved from starvation by the kindness of the great 
statesman, Edmund Burke, who also assisted him in the pub
lication of" The Library," and afterwards of" The Village," 
which at once established his fame a:s a new and original 
poet. They were therefore not only contemporaries, but, 
along with Cowper, who was about the same period busy 
at Olney writing "The Task," all unknown to each other' 
and, wi~h Wordsworth and Coleridge, may be said to hav; 
been· pioneers in the revolt against the artificial school of 
poetry and the return to nature. At what time Crabbe 
became acquainted with the works of Burns there is so 
far as I am aware, no record; but his son informs us i; his 
father's biography, that "he was as enthusiastic an admirer 
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of the Ayrshire Bard as the warmest of his own countrymen," 
although the Poet himself, in all his voluminous works, 
makes only one solitary allusion to him. It is in his 
" Patron,'' the tale of a nobleman who takes under his 
patronage a young poetical genius of humble birth, whose 
satirical talents he foresees might be invaluable " on the 
wavering minds of voting men" in political elections; 
and so resolves not only that " such worth to the world 
must be no longer blind," but prophesies that, under his 
protecting and fostering wing, 

" His glory will descend from sire to son, 
The Burns of English race, the happier Chatterton." 

It is of the same poem that Sir Walter Scott, who was 
a life-long admirer of the genius of Crabbe, writes to the 
author, evidently genuinely distressed by the realistic 
depiction of 

"Nature's sternest painter, yet the best," 

as Byron aptly styled him, of the strained and unhappy 
relations existing between patron and poet: "Did any 
one of my sons show poetical talent, of which, to my great 
satisfaction, there are no appearances, the first thing I 
should do would be to inculcate upon him the duty of 
cultivating some honourable profession, and qualifying 
himself to play a more respectable part in society than the 
mere poet. And as the best corollary of my doctrine, 
I would make him get your tale of' The Patron' by heart 
from beginning to end." 

Lockhart, in a footnote, chapter IX., of his Life of 
Burns, further suggests that Crabbe "obviously " had 
the Scottish Poet in his view when he penned his tale of 
"Edward Shore," an observation with which I cannot agree, 
and question the justice or the wisdom of dealing in this 
kind of surmise where character and honour are concerned. 
It may be my dullness, but I have gone carefully over 
the poem again and fail to see what he says was " obviously ;, 
in the mind of Crabbe. There are no proofs whatever, 
so far as I can discover, that Burns ·was his model when 
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he drew the picture of "Edward Shore," with all th~ 
harrowing details of that person's sins and sorrows, im
prisonment, madness, and final imbecility, as he wandered 
about the streets while "the heedless children " call after 
him "Silly Shore." It might, with even more justification 
be said, that " Edward Shore " sat to ~ockhart when he 
painted the portrait of Burns in his last Dumfries years 
of broken health and hopes and happiness. But in 
any case, if Crabbe must needs have a model, why, it may . 
be asked, choose Burns, when the life of any one of ·the 
many errant sons of genius in letters and in art, of which 
the domain of biography is so full and so uniform in their 
tragic and melancholy resemblances, would have served 
his purpose equally well ? This sort of literary treatment 
of a great and serious theme - the deeply perplexing 
problem of life and conduct-casts not only a doubt on 
the sanity of the whole fabric of the writer's own criticism, 
but makes him guilty of doing the very thing he so solemnly 
blames others for doing-slandering, however unintention
ally, the -Poet's character and memory on insufficient 
evidence, or no evidence at all but that of gossip and 
hearsay, his own, let us hope, thoughtlessly-flung-out surmise 
being in the same category. It is of a piece with Henley's 
hearsay statement that Burns was burnt to a cinder before 
he died ; contributes nothing essential to . the better 
understanding of the subject in hand, but is provocative 
rather of confusion, and of mischief among the undiscerning. 

In pleasant contrast to that against which the fore
going strictures are directed, I .might cite here in conclusion 
a still further Crabbe-Burns contribution by Lockhart, 
in a letter of reminiscences, December 26th, 1833, to the 
Poet's son when he was writing his father's "Life." The 
reverend author, now famous in the world of letters an 
honoured clergyman, and considerably advanced in y~ars, 
paid his long-promised visit to Sir Walter Scott at the 
very time that King George the Fourth, in his northern 
progress, was being feted in the Scottish capital. "In 
consequence," says Lockhart, "of Sir Walter's being con-
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_stantly consulted about the details of every procession 
and festival of that busy fortnight, the pleasant task of 
showing Mr Crabhe the usual lions of Edinburgh fell 
principally to my share. . . . It surprised me, . on taking 
him to see the house of Allan Ramsay on the Castle Hill, 
to find that he had never heard of Allan's name ; or, at 
all events, was unacquainted with his works. The same 
evening, however,· he perused ' The Gentle Shepherd,' 
and he told me next morning that he had been much 
pleased with it, but added, ' there is a long step between 
Ramsay and Burns.' He then made Sir Walter read 
and interpret some of old Dunbar to him : and s'lid, ' I 
see that the Ayrshire Bard had one giant before him.' " 

WILJ..,IAM FINDLAY, M.D. 

(" GEORGE UMBER "), 

Author of Robert Burns and !he Medical Profe.•sion, &c. 
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DEATH OF "GEORGE UMBER," 

THE LATE DR WM. FINDLAY. 

W E regret to announce the de'.tth of Dr William 
Findlay, one of the founders of the Burns Chronicle 

and a prominent medical practitioner in Glasgow. He 
retired about ten years ago, and in the interval he resided 
at Lyttle Park, East Kilbride. 

Dr Findlay was a man of strong personality and 
intellectual versatility. He was in practice for nearly . 
forty years, but notwithstanding heavy professional 
demands he found time to engage in literary pursuits, and 
under the name of "George Umber" he produced several 
thoughtful works in prose and verse. He was born in 
Kilmarnock in 1846. Receiving his early education at 
Kilmarnock Academy, he afterwards removed to Glasgow, 
and in his twentieth year entered as a medical student 
the old College in the High Street. The late Lord Lister 
was one of his teachers, and he was privileged to witness 
Lister's first attempts in the antiseptic treatment. 

Dr Findlay graduated in 1870, and was one of the 
last batch to be capped in the famous seat of learning 
before it was transferred to Gilmorehill. He set up in 
practice in Dennistoun, a small community compared 
with what it is to-day, and soon made his mark, for. to 
professional skill was added a forceful and kindly character. 
Dr Findlay never sought the publicity that is to be earned 
by membership of public bodies, but unobtrusively he 
forwarded many causes beneficial to the East-End. 

While assiduous in the pursuit of his profession (and 
Dr Findlay had an exceptionally large practice) he found 
time to cultivate his intellect in other directions. He 
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became attached to the Glasgow Ballad Club, whose first 
president was the late William Freeland, and of th'.Lt select 
and gentle brotherhood he was a notable member. His 

THE LATE DR WM. FINDLAY 

{" George Umber "). 

friendship was relisb.ed not only by re:ison of the admirable 
verses he submitted to the critical judgment of the club, 
but also for his entertaining and genial conversation. 
Under the name of "George Umber" he became known 
to a wide circle ; but though the identity of the author 
was known by his personal friends, not many outsiders 
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associated the dainty versifier with the busy Dennistoun 
doctor. Among his contributions to literature are:
"Satire on Noah's Epistles," "In My City Garden,"" Ayr
shire Idylls," "Robert Burns and the Medical Profession," 
"Shakespeare's Doctors," and "Carmina Medici: the 
Poems of a Physician," &c. Dr Findlay's literary produc
tions reflected his kindly and good-natured temperament 
and his keen sense of humour. Naturally so enthusiastic 
and well equipped a student of Burns was greatly sought 
after by the great Burns fraternity, and Dr Findlay was 
frequently called upon to propose the " Immortal Memory " 
at Anniversary gatherings, and, as was to be expe~ted, 
his orations were on an exceptionally high level. He was 
also a contributor, both in prose and verse, to the Chronicle, 
and took a lively interest in each annual issue of th'1t 
Burns organ. The article over his· name in this issue 
is markedly charli:cteristic, and was the last contribution 
to Burns literature which proceeded from his pen. 

Dr Findlay's patients belonged to all social degrees, 
and among them· all he was regarded as friend as well as 
physician. He was for many years a personal friend of 
our own, faithful and warm-hearted to a degree ; and his 
store· of Burns Jore was always at the command of every 
one interested in the National Bard. 

He is survived by his wife and five sons and two 
daughters. A gifted son, Dr J. W. Findlay, died in 1915. 
He had already secured distinction in his profession. Like 
his father, he was devoted to literature, and shortly before 
he died had written a ·drama which contained promise of 
greater achievement in that field of literature. He was 
alrn a voluminous contributer to medical literature. 
Another of Dr Findlay's sons also follows his father's 
profession; while a third is Mr William Findhv the welt-. 
known portrait painter. Mr Andrew Findlay i~'the fourth 
son. A fifth son, Lieutenant Robert Peden Findlay, is 
at the :Flanders front ; and a sixth, Second-Lieutenant 
David Mackay Findlay, came through the Gallipoli 
campaign, and is presently at Salonica. 
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Dr Findlay m,arried, in 1870, Miss Margaret CarruttJers, 
-0f Lockerbie, with which town and district her family 
.have been long connected. 

The funeral took place on 16th May, from Lyttle Park, 
Hairmyres, to Glasgow Necropolis. There was a repre
sentative company of mourners, the majority of whom 
joined the cortege at the gate of the Necropolis. A service 
was conducted at the house by the Rev. Dr J. S. Carroll, 
St. John's United Free Church, and the Rev. D. A. G. 
_Muir, Eaglesham, United Free Church, officiated at the 
,graveside. 



ALEXANDER REID, 

PA1NTER OF THE BURNS MINIATURE. 

A s the result of enquiries set on foot by the writer in 
1891, a considerable amount of information has 

now been gleaned concerning "Alexander Reid, Esq., of 
Kirkennan," as he is styled in several of the engravings 
from his paintings. Kirkennan is the name of a mansion
house and estate of some five hundred and ten acres or 
thereby, closely adjoining the small port of Palnackie, 
on the river Urr, about three miles south-west of Da1beattie, 
Kirkcudbright, near which is the site of Kirkennan Church 
and the ivy-clad ruins of Buitt1e Church (held anciently 
by Sweetheart Abbey), in the churchyard surrounding 
which the artist and many of his kindred are buried. The 
present owner of Kirkennan is Mr Wellwood Maxwell, J.P. 

Not so much, however, as one could wish has been 
learned regarding Reid's achievement as an artist. His 
life and the circumstances of his family and connections 
are more or less known ; but his work is nearly all hidden 
away from the public gaze in private collections, or in 
the recesses of public libraries and antiquarian museums. 
A singular fatality seems to have overtaken his works. 
Of six engravings from his paintings known to collectors, 
the original of only one of them, "Kipp Cairns,'' has. 
been traced to its present owner. His work is not 0£ 
outstanding artistic value, but it is of great interest and 
importance to students of our vernacular literature and 
national history and antiquities. Reid's period of greatest 
activity was during the last two decades of the eighteenth 
century, when the antiquities of Scotland, for the first 
time, were being subjected to an intelligent examination 
and careful portrayal by men like Cardonnell, Grose, and 
others, to whom Scotland is so much indebted for arousing 
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an interest in the memorials of her past history. Reid's 

life only incidentally concerns us here, and an uneventful

life, such as he lived, cannot be too quickly summed up. 

He was the second son of John Reid (1691-1764) of Kir

kennan, and grandson of Wm. Reid (1647-1724) of Glen 

of Almorness, in the parish of Buittle and shire of Kirk

cudbright. He was born in 1747; got his art training, 

as far as can be ascertained, in London and in Paris ; 

executed numerous portraits, pictures, and drawings of 

persons, places, and scenes in Dumfries and Galloway ; 

had a studio in the town of Dumfries, in which, in 1796, 

he painted a miniature portrait of Burns; succeeded to 
Kirkennan on the death of his brother William, in 1804, 

and died unmarried, in 1823, aged 76. Directly concerning 

him there is a fragment of a diary of a journey which he 
made to London in 1784, with a p"oem attributed to him 

written on the back of a letter of no importance ; also 

an interesting letter to him from his brother William ; the 
family papers, and the headstone in Buittle Churchyard, 
Apart from these fragmentary data, the particulars of 

Reid's life have to be gleaned from miscellaneous sources

oral, written, and printed ; and his merits as an artist 

have to be judged from an examination of the very few 

works from his pencil which have been discovered and 

catalogued-some forty odd items in all, originals and 

reproductions. Reid was kith and kin to many of the 

territorial grandees of Galloway ; and, what is of more

importance and interest, he was connected by ttes of 
friendship or community of tastes with all the most 

interesting people in one of the most interesting districts

in Scotland ; and he lived during one of the most interesting 

and momentous periods of Scottish history-the fall of 

feudalism in the political world, the rise of romanticism 

in the world of art, and the inception, in the scientific world, 
of the pregnant ideas and hypotheses which, in the following 

centuries, produced the multitudinous discoveries and 
inventions accounts of which crowd the pages of our 

encyclopmdias, A Stewartry laird, - he was intimate-
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with Burns, Grose, G-lenriddell, and others by whom the 
province of grey Galloway was made ready to the hand 
,of the late Mr Crockett, and, as Raiderland, has had an 
additional lustre shed on it by that author's long series 
.of breezy tales and romances.· Besides; Reid individually 
. did more than any other man before or since his time to 
_illustrate the persons, places, and scenes, the interest 
attaching to which Crockett did so much to focus and 

-perpetuate. 
Reid's importance in the history and in the practice 

.of art in Scotland is more considerable than may be thought, 
for he is little known to students of art, and is not known 
at all to the general reader. The importance of Reid's 
work to the student of our national antiquities lies in this, 
that most of his paintings and d.rawings illustrate places 
and scenes of interest in the South of Scotland which have, 

. in many ·instances, undergone changes tending to alter 
and in some instan~es to obliterate· the features that 

·made them interesting and important ; and it is these 
features of which Reid has given us the form and the colour 
but rarely the spirit, except in the case of the portrait of 

. George Cairns of Kipp (otherwise known as" Kipp Cairns"), 
a well-known hurn:orist in his day, of whom more presently. 
Reid lived during the rise of romanticism, when the old 
world of acceptance was gradually and reluctantly giving 
place to a new world of wonder; when Per~y, as Boswell 
would have said, had balladised the land; and Mac
Pherson had spread his own or Ossian's theatrical 
melancholy over the face oI the reading world, taking 
great intellectual giants like Napoleon and Goethe by 
storm. But the laird of Kirkennan, to judge by the 

. scanty remains of his work, was ·untouched by the spirit 
which was then quickening into new life the arts of poetry 

. and of painting which prepared the way for the subtle 
imaginative work of that great creator of colour effects, 

·Turner, the only begetter of some of Ruskin's best . and 
worst work. Reid lived at a time when the im<:tgination 
·was seeking to manifest its new conceptions of beauty 
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by the application of new methods to the new m11terials 
then discovered. Of this renaissance of wonder, to use 
1\'Ir Watts-Dunton's happy phrase, Reid knew little, and, 
apparently, cared nothing. 

The engraving of Reid's picture of Dumfries, which is 
.dated lst December, 1793, gives us a view of that town as 
it appeared at the time when Burns was its most out
. standing burgess, occupying the house in which he after
wards died, in the Mill Vennel, now called by his naine 
Burns Street ; when the Queen of the South was seen 
and described by Dr Robert Chambers as a compact and 
prosperous little town, situated on the Nith at the point 
where it becomes navigable. One cannot but dwell for a 
moment on the little word-picture given by a contemporary, 
of the Poet standing at the front door of his house dandling 
his little Elizabeth, then a year old, whose premature 
death did niore to hasten the end of her bereaved father 
than all the imaginary causes ·conjectured by Currie and 
repeated by others in the Currie tradition. 

Reid's delineation of the town of Kirkcudbright 
pictures the Whisky Jean of the Election Ballads; or, 
.as another manuscript has it :-

"And Brandy Jean that took her gill 
In Galloway sae wide;" 

His Lincluden shows us that Abbey at the date of 
the composition of a Vision, whep Burns, in musing mood, 

"Stood by its roofless tower, 
'\Vhere the wa'flow'r scents the dewy air," 

and of the Washington Ode ; while his view of Terregles 
shows us that venerable pile before it was reconstructed 
and had assumed the grave quadrangular appearance 
which it has to-day-the veritable Terregles towers of the 
gallant Maxwells as seen by Burris as he walked up the 
avenue on the occasion when he dined there with that 
singular ·old curmudgeon, the Lady Winifred Maxwell 
Constable, with whom he had a bout of high-flying 
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Jacobitism ere noticing, partly with the eye of a. poet and 
partly with the eye of an exciseman (for candles w:ere 
exciseable articles in those days), the large number of wax 
candles used in lighting the house. Burns celebrated 
the rebuilding of Terregles in the song beginning, 

"The noble J\faxwells and 'their powers." 

It is not generally .known that the tune to which this 
song was written, Nithsdale's Welcome Hame, is the com
position of Glenriddell, who was a musician as well as an 
antiquary. It is one of his best melodies, yet, strange to 
say, it is in neither of his printed collections of tunes. 

Friars' Carse, which is known only from engravings, 
shows trusty Glenriddell's hospitable mansion as it 
appeared at the time the memorable bacchanalian contest 
took place which is celebrated in ''The Whistle." The 
engraving ~rom Reid, by T. Medland, antedates by twelve 
years Greig's well-known drawing and engraving; but 
it is subsequent to Hopper's by four years. 

Of his miniatures, on which his fame, such as it is, 
will be found to rest ultimately, that of Burns shows the 
Poet as he wished to appear when he gifted the likeness 
to his friend and superior in the Excise, Collector 

Mitchell, the 
" Friend of the Poet, tried and lea!, 

Wha, wanting thee, might beg or steal " ; 

at one of whose official dinnerf? the rollicking song, "The 
Deil's awa wi' the Exciseman," was sung, with great 
applause, for the .first time: This is the miniature 
mentioned in the letter from Burns to Mrs Riddell, 
29th January, 1796 ; which should not be, as it too often 
has been, . confounded with the portrait referred to in the 
letter to Thomson, May, 1795 ;* and alluded to again in 
the above letter to Mrs Riddell. 

* The portrait referred to is the figure in Allan's illustration 
to the "Cottar's Saturday Night." Reid's miniature is also .re·. 
ferred to in same letter.-[ED.]. 
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The miniature of Edward Cairns, of his sister Janet, 

.and of her husband William Nicol (this last in Lord 

Rosebery's collection) are interesting as portraits of three 

friends celebrated in the Poet's writings-the lady and 

her husband being well known in this connection ; but 

her brother, who was equally deserving of that honour, is 

not known at all, as the stanza dedicated to him under 

his territorial style, as "the good laird of Torr,'' is un

annotated in the latest and most complete editions _of 

Burns. 

The stanza in question is adhibited to a copy of " The 

Whistle " now in the Burns Cottage Museum-Catalogue 

1917, number 167 :-

"But one sorry quill, and that worn to the core, 

No paper but such as I show it ; 

But such as it is, will the good laird of Torr 

Accept and excuse the poor Poet ? " 

There is a tradition in Rerrick, in which parish Torr 

is situated, that it was due to the machinations of Mrs Wm. 

Nicol (Janet Cairns) that the good laird of Torr separated 

from his Wife, Anne Humphreys, after she had borne him 

.several children. The Rerrick tradition is an odd com

mentary on a feature of Mrs Nicol's character, as described 

by her husband in a letter to his friend Burns, dated from 

Edinburgh, lOth February, 1793 :-

" My wife, who is in a high devotional fit this evening, wishes 

that Mrs Burns and her children may be reckoned the favourites 

.of the Lord, and numbered with the elect. She indeed leaves your 

honour and me to shift for ourselves, as, so far as she can judge from 

the criteria laid down in Guthrie's Trials of a Saving Interest, both 

you and I are stamped with the marks of"reprobation." 

In a letter to Nicol, Burns invites his friend's little 

Neddy to Ellisland to gather nuts during his holidays. 

This son was no doubt named after his maternal uncle, 

"the good laird of Torr," to whom the Nicols owed so 

much. 
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Nor do the editors of Burns appear to know that it 
was Mr Cairns, and his sister Janet, out of her marriage 
dowry, who provided the means by which Nicol became, 
in the sarcastic words of Burns, " the illustrious Lord of 
Laggan's many hills." Nicol is one of the heroes of 
the song, 

" 0, Willie brew'd a peck o' maut, 
And Rab and Allan cam' to prie " ; 

which some editors, including the hypercritical Ritson, 
of " Scotish " renown, with amazing remissness, print, 

" 0, Willie brew'd a peck o' maut, 
And Rab and Allan cam to see " ; 

. as if Burns and Masterton could have been contented with 
merely seeing a peck o' maut that had been specially 
brewed to be drunk at their meeting; and was drunk, 
and something else besides, if Rab's lively imagination 
is to be taken literally. 

Reference has been made to the portrait in oils of 
" Kipp Cairns," who was sib to the laird of Torr. Kipp 
was a well-known humorist in his day. The huggery
muggery MacTaggart, in that amazing literary and his
torical gallimaufry of his, the Scottish Gallovidian 
Encyclopcedia - a rare and scarce book - desiderated 
information regarding "Kipp," but; as he laments in his 
jocular way, could get none. The present writer has been 
more fortunate, as his collection of unpublished ana 
witnesses. One of the best anecdotes given in Dean 
·Ramsay's classic Reminiscences, but without the names 
of the dramatis personce, has reference to " Kipp " and 
his wife (her maiden name is unknown to the historian 
of the family of Cairns), 'vhose annals, sumptuously got 
up, and the articles galore which have been written on the 
subject, are well known to students interested in Scottish 

. family histories. 

In the summer of 1791, and again in 1792, Reid and 
Glenriddell, who were latterly joined by Grose and Grose's 
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accomplished servant, Thomas Cocking, some of whose 
drawings still exist, made a tour of inspection of all the 
interesting historical remains in Dumfries and Galloway, 
Reid or Grose making drawings from them, and Glen
riddell writing the descriptions. A record of these 
interesting journeys, accompanied by the drawings, still 
exists in manuscript, partly at Dalmeny and partly elseJ 
where. It may have been during these journeys that 
Reid executed a portrait, in sepia, now in the collection of 
an Edinburgh gentleman. 

Returning to the miniature portraits: that of David 
Davidson, author of Thoughts of the Seasons, shows more 
traces of Reid's French art training than any other of his 
productions that have come to light. Soon after returning 
from London and Paris Reid was so exclusively engaged 
on purely Scottish subjects, at the instance of or in 
company with such enthusiasts for things Scottish as 
Burns, Grose, and others, that the French influence on his 
style of treatment and method of colouring, which was 
very superficial at the best, soon disappeared; and he 
became, what he ever afterwards remained, a purely 
Scots artist. Indeed, it would be doing Reid no injustice 
to style him, as has been done here, a Gallovidian artist, 
by virtue of his subject-matter as well as on account 
of his birth. More than four-fifths of his discovered 
work derives its subjects from p~rsons arid places in 
Galloway. 

Nevertheless, with his old methods, and in the spirit 
which still lingered in the age in which he lived, Reid 
did good and lasting work ; for art, while it is conditioned 
by the ideals of the age in which it flourishes or fades, is 
art or is not art in proportion as its fundamental principles 
guide the artist, the ideals of the age notwithstanding. 
What constitutes an artist is not so much the media by" 

· means of which he achieves his results as the spirit in 
which he works; for in the graphic, as in the plastic 
arts, style is of more importance than matter. Reid had 
the spirit of the artist deep down in his soul. but it never 
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played freely on his work All the same, he was a capable 
workman ; careful in his draughting, and pleasing in his 
colours; and was always, or at least nearly ·always, 
interesting by virtue of the subjects he chose, or was 
commissioned by others to execute. 

JOHN MUIR. 

PER CONTRA. 
(See page 91·) 

A hun'er' years hae passed an' mair 
Since Burns sang o' Highland l\fary, 

Yon sweet, sad wail,-his heart was sair, 
A burden mair than he could carry. 

But that seems nocht to Greenock chiels, 
Wha build big ships, as well as trawlers; 

If they can Jay doon bigger keels, 
That's a' they want; they're after dollars. 

They care nae mair for Kirk or State, 
Thari you and I for German Kultur ; 

They're quite prepared to love or hate 

The cushie doo or murderous vulture; 
'Ve'JI kep them on the road they're gaun, 

In plottin' to "mak' muckle mair" ; 
Their greed wad grab baith sea and laun', 

E'en rob the <lei<l o' their·Jast" lair." 

A. CAMPBELL, 
Alexandria Burns Club. 



BURNS AND IRELAND. 

T WO years ago the Tam o' Shanter Burns Club of 

Glasgow took a rather bold step on St. Patrick's 

night, when they held an " Irish " evening, said to be the 

first in a Scottish Burns Club. An Irish journalist sang the 

praises of Tom Moore, and everything Scottish was tabooed 

with the exception of " Auld Lang Syne." · It was a 

unique sight, the large room full of douce Scots all decorated 

with Shamrock, and some of them imbibing Irish potheen 

for the nonce. Some stern and unbending Tories were 

inclined at first to shake their heads over the experiment, 

and reluctantly consented to the wearing o' the green 

"for this night only." But the innovation was justified 

by success, and no grumbling was heard at the close. 

Scottish Burnsians should be good cosmopolitans as well 

as good patriots. Already one or two other Clubs are 

talking of imitating the Irish experiment, and there is no 

reason why the idea should not be developed .. · There is 

already a whisper of a coming " Allies " night. 

Burns has many enthusiastic worshippers in Ireland, 

and the number of Burns Clubs in the Emerald Isle .is 

increasing. Four Clubs are affiliated to the Federation 

in the following order :-Belfast (No. 15), established 1872, 

federated 1886 (dormant) ; Dublin (No. 146), instituted 

and federated 1905; Londonderry (No. 183), instituted 

1907, federated 1909-the President was the late Mr D. C: 

Hogg, M.P.; Dundalk and District (No. 204), instituted 

1909, federated 1911. In addition there is a St. Andrew's 

Society in both Belfast and Dublin. 

The Dublin men are full of enthusiasm, and their 

anniversary festival is always a great success. In January 

last the function was honoured by the presence of the 

Lord-Lieutenant; and a Glasgow literary man, Ex-Bailie 

William Martin, an ex-Vice-President of the Federation, 
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delivered the oration in felicitous terms. The present 
President is Mr J. Hubbard Clark, J.P. 

England, with about nine times the population of Ire
land, has but 33 federated Clubs, so Ireland's number 
is proportionally good. It is to be hoped that the 
Federation may shortly have the opportunity of holding 
its anniversary on either the Laggan or the Liffey. 

Belfast has the only Burns Memorial in Ireland. In 
September, 1892, a number of Scots in the city presented 
the Free· Library and Art Gallery with a half-size statue. 
It is a replica of the well-known Ayr statue, and is a 
beautiful work of art. It was executed by Mr George A. 
Lawson. The 'pedestal is of Peterhead granite, and has 
this inscription :-

"ROBERT BURNS 

(1759-1796). 

Presented by his countrymen and admirers in Belfast.·' 

.. The statue occupies a prominent position in the 
"Poet's Corner," and has a background of screens bearing 
the texts of some of the Poet's works, and a collection'of 
engravings and photographs. Over ten thousand people 
inspected the, statue on the flrst three days after unveiling. 

The Gibson collection . of 'Burnsiana, the property of 
Mr Andrew

1 
Gibson, of Belfast, was 'purchas~d by the people 

of that city. 
Samuel Lover, 'the famous Irish novelist, attended 

the Glasgow Burns Festival i~ 1859, ,and made a brilliant 
speech, He was even described as the Burns of Ireland, 
and was the flrst member enrolled in the London Burns 
Club. He died'before the Club was formally inaugurated. 

At the celebration of the Death Centenary in IS96 
Ireland w~s represented at Dumfries by two societies ; · 
and in the same year it was a distinguished' Irishman, Lord 
Kelvin, who unveiled the "'Highland Mary" statue at 
Dunoon. 

Ireland comes next to Scotland among the four riati'ons 
of the United Kingdom in its wealth of lyric song, th~ugh 
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n.either in quantity nor quality does it ever come near the 
northern kingdom. Such love gems, however, as "Love's 
young dream " and " Believe me, if all those endearing 
young charms," have secured an abiding place in Scottish 
hearts, and as much may be said for such stirring war 
songs as " The Minstrel Boy " and such rollicking social 
ditties as " Gra ma chree, mo Cruiskin Lan." 

What did Burns know of Ireland and the Irish ? In 
his day the distressful isle was a terra incognita. If even 
a coach jmtrney from Glasgow to London called for the 
making of last wills and the taking of sad farewells, such 
as we now see when friends are going to the furthest corners 
of the earth, what would a journey to Ireland have entailed 
in the eighteenth century ~ The grand tour of Europe was 
a trifle in comparison. During the years Burns lived the 
Irish were a race apart, and were hated in this country 
even more than were the French. Few Irish came here, 
and those who did come got a reception to the north side 
of friendly. 

Burns, ·of course, never visited the distressful isle, 
though he could see its shore on ·a clear day from the 
heights of his native shire, and we have little information 
as to what the Poees .sentiments ~ere on the subject of 
Ireland and its inhabitants. He died only two years 
before the great Rebellion, and during the twenty thinking 
ye'.lrs of his life the story .a:f. Ireland contains many notable 
events. 

Grattan entered ,Parliament in 1775, and in 1782 he 
produced his famous Declaration of Rights. In 1793 
Roman Catholics were permitted to exercise the franchise, 
but not to sit in Parliament. In 1795 Grattan introduced 
a Bill to grant full Catholic emancipation, and if that had 
been carried there would have been no Irish Rebellion, 
and years of strife and unhappiness would have been 
avoided. Now, Grattan was precisely the man that one 
would expect would have fl.red the im'lgination of the Poet. 
Sydney ·Smith said of him that the highest attainments 
of human genius were within his· reach, but he believed that 
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the noblest occupation of a man was to make other men 

happy and free. 

We get no indication of the thoughts of the Poet on 

the dreary record of misgovernment, strife, and poverty 

that mainly make up the Irish story of old. If Burns 

sympathiSed to some extent with French revolutionaries, 

we may perhaps take it for granted that he was not deaf 

to the cry of oppressed Celts, even though in his day the 

average Briton had not begun to realise that he had never 

tried to view Ireland through Irish eyes. 

Trade there doubtless was between Dumfriesshire 

and the Irish ports in Burns's time, and in his capacity 

of gauger he. must frequently have encountered natives 

-0£ the Emerald Isle, but they do not seem to have 

inspired him. Burns's son, Col. Wmiam Nicol Burns, 

married Mary, daughter of Mr R. Crone, of Dublin, and 

died without issue. Some relatives of the Poet are buried 

at Carrick Fergus. 

The references to Ireland in Burns's works are few. 

One of the best known is in "Death and Dr Hornbook," 

where we read :-

"But this that I am gaun to tell, 

Which lately on a nicht befel, 

Is just as true's the Deil's in Hell, 

. Or Dublin city ; 

That ere he nearer comes oursel' 

'S a muck!e pity." 

Probably this reference is merely jocular. The 

Dublin of 1789 was probably, on the whole, no worse than 

the Edinburgh or London. 

In the last issue of the Chronicle there is a striking 

reference to Ireland in a newly discovered letter of the 

Poet. This letter, dated 3lst March, 1788, was lately 

presented to the Dumfries Burns Club, and deals with 

Burns's preliminary work at Ellisland. It has one of 

:Burns's few but usually (despite Henley's criticism) apt 
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Shakesperian quotations. In connection with a favour 
the Poet asks, the letter goes on to say :-

" If you did not know me for a. Scots poet, I daresay you 
would suspect me for a Hibernian-

Hibernia, fam'd 'boye every other grace 
For matchless intrepidity of face." 

Then we have the beautiful and touching song 
composed by Burns, from a mere suggestion in a stall 
ballad, entitled "The Farewell," perhaps the most 
pathetic poetic account ever given of gallant but 
frustrated endeavour :-

" It was a' for oor richtfu' King 
We left fair Scotland's strand; 

It was a' for oor richtfu' King 
We e'er saw Irish land, my dear, 

We e'er saw Irish land. 

Now a' is done that men can do, 
And a' is done in vain; 

My luve, and native land, farewell, 
For I maun cr'oss the main, my dear, 

For I maun cross the main. 

He turned him right and round about, 
Upon the Irish shore, 

And gae his bridle reins a shake, 
C'"Vith; Adieu.for ever more, my dear, 

With, Adieu for ever more ! '' 

In .. the fa_9,~tious letter ~o Charles Sharp, Esq. of 
Roddam, and signed· " Johnny. Fait/". it is said :__:__· 

" I cannot indeed be properly said to belong to any house, or 
even any province or kingdom, as my mother was espoused to a 
marching regiment, and gave me into this bad world aboard a 
packet boat, somewhere between Donaghadee and Portpatrick." . 

Writing to Thomson in August, 1793, he discourses 
on old Gaelic airs :-

" By the way, I have met with a musical Highlander in Bread
albine's Fencibles, which are quartered here, who assures me that 
he well remembers his mother singing Gaelic songs to both' Robin 

Adair ' and ' Gra ma chree.' ." 
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They certainly have n:iore of the Scotch than Irish 
taste in them. This man comes from the vicinity of 
Inverness, so it could not be any intercourse with Ireland 
that could bring them ; · except what I shrewdly suspect 
to be the case, the wandering minstrels, harpers and pipers, 
used to go frequently errant through the wilds both of 
Scotland and Ireland, and so some favourite airs might be 
common to both. 

And again:-

" Y~ur Irish airs are pretty,.but they are rank Irish. Irthey 
were like the ' Banks of Banna,' for instance, though really Irish 
yet in the Scottish taste; you might adopt them, Since you are so 
fond of Irish music, what say you to twenty.five of them in an 
additional number ? We could easily find this quantity of charming 
airs-I will take care that you ·shall not want songs; and I assure 
you that you would find it the most saleable of the whole." 

In the following year he asks Thomson if he knows 
"a blackguard Irish song called 'Onagh's Waterfall.' 
The air is charming, and I have often regretted the want 
of decent verses to it." There are various other refer
ences to Irish airs in his correspondence. 

Several Irish authors had a great fascination for Burns. 
Sterne was one of his favourites, especially hiS "Sentimental 
Journey," which he describes as a glorious model. "Trist
ram Shandy" he· calls "a bosom favourite," in the famous 
letter to Dr Moore. 

In No . . 12 of the Chronicle the· editor gave an account 
of a volume of Sterne's works, published in 1779, and 
annotated by Burns. 

In a letter to Mrs Dunlop in 1790 he describes Gold
smith as "my favourite poet." In the same year, in 
ordermg bo9ks from Peter Bell, .he wants the works of 
Sheridan and others. 

In a· letter to Robert Ainslie on 30th June, 1788, 
he mentions Dean Swift. 

Within twenty years of Burns's death eighty-one 
different editions of his Works were issued-Belfast con-
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'tributing four and Dublin three. Of various other Irish 
editions particulars will be found by the curious in pre
vious Chronicles, where also will be obtained (in Mr 
M'Naught's masterly articles on the Merry Muses) details 
of Ireland's connection with editions of that notorious 

work. 
Celebrated Irishmen and Irishwomen have written 

in whole-hearted terms of their veneration for Scotia's 
Bard. A few illustrations will suffice. Moore said that-

" ' Scots wha hae ' would, in a great national crisis, be of more 
,avail than all the eloquence of Demosthenes." 

And again he wrote :-
" The rare art of . . . wedding verse in congenial union with 

melody . . . has . . . by him . . . been exercised with so workmanly 
a hand, as well as so rich a variety of passion, playfulness, and 

_power, as no song-writer has ever yet displayed." 

Mrs S. C. Hall says :-

"How little did the exhausted mother, when she thanked God 
that a man was born into the world, imagine what a strong, yet 
tender heart beat within the shelter of that little bosom, or what 
fearful throes and lofty imaginings were cradled in the head that 
_nestled in her bosom." 

Mrs Jameson says:-

"They (the lines of 'Ae fond kiss') are the Alpha and Omega 
.of feeling, and contain the _essence of an existence of pain and 
pleasure distilled into one burning drop." 

Sarah Parker Douglas writes :-

-" Ah, who wo~ld say the minstrel failed his mission to fulfil ; 
Sought rest inglorious on his lees, or let his harp lie still ? 
He laid him with the early dead, for brief his span of life, 
Yet stored the world with deathless song, whilst battling with its 

strife." 

Among the ·Centenary tributes may be quoted the 
following. Sir Samuel Ferguson said at Dublin :-

" Ulysses did not conceive that skill in manual labour detracted 
jn aught from his position as a prince and chieftain; nor, in the case 
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of Burns, has it aught detracted from his pre-eminence as a leader 
among the intellects of his country." 

Professor G. L. Craik, speaking at Belfast, said :-

" The Scotchmen, on the whole, of most world-wide renown are· 
-George Buchanan, John Napier, Robert Burns, and Walter Scott,_ 
and of the four Burns is perhaps the most famous. He is at least 
the most thoroughly and intensely Scotch. He has done the most. 
for Scotland-mostJor her language, most for her people." 

J .. JEFFREY HUNTER. 



DR JOHN MACKENZIE. 

T HE close friendship between Burns and Dr John 
l\Iackenzie, whose practice in l\fauchline included 

the surrounding.district, seems to have begun at the· date 
of the illness which ended in the death of Burns's father 
at Lochlea, and it continued without interruption till the 
death of the Poet. Though he is not so much in evidence 
in the life story of the Bard as some other of his Mauchline 
associates, his friendly hand can be detected at almost 
every stage of· the early struggle when he was poor. and 
nameless. Dr Mackenzie was among the first admirers 
of his genius, and he had the highest opinion of the 1~hole 
of the Burns family. He introduced the Poet to Pro
fessor Dugald Stewart, Sir John Whitefoord oI Ballochmyle, 
Hon. Henry Erskine, and he also brought the Kilmarnock 
volume under the notice of Dr Bl:i.ir. Indeed, as a· true 
and active friend of Burns he takes his place alongside 
G[\,vin Hamilton, whose efforts. t~ advance the Poet's 
interests found in him an effective, unostentatious seconder. 
He stood by Burns through good report and evil report ; 
and Jean Armour had good reason to bless his kindly heart 
in her hour of need. Tbe late Dr Wm. Findlay, in his 
Burns and_ the Ji edicrrl Profession, h.-as said almost all that 
can 9e said on-.the worthy-doctor's l~ng, exemplary,; and 
unev~ntful life: ··.He lqft l\fauchline abo,ut IWI, and 
removed to Irvine for the reason in the letter given below. 
We extract t~e following from Dr Findlay's ·work:~ 

" On leaving· llfauchline, with which he was doubly associated 
inasmuch as he was married to one of its ' six proper young belle& ' -Helen, daughter of John Miller of .Millockshill-he commenced 
practice in -Irvine;* After a long and honourable career in that. 
ancient and royal burgh, in the course of which he not only attained 
the highest honours of the magistracy, but, towards its close in 1824, received from his Alma Mater the degree of M.D., he retired j 
in 1827 to Edinburgh, where he died 4th (not llth) January, 1837, at an advanced age. The well-known literary and antiquarian 

* See letter infra. 
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-collector, the late John '~Thitefoord Mackenzie, vV.S., Edinburgh, 
was his son. 

As a convincing proof that the doctor's interest in Burns had 
not cooled after he left the atmosphere of llfauchline and its neigh
.bourhood, it is recorded of him that, on the founding of the Irvine 

DR JOHN MACKENZIE, of Mauchline. 

Burns Club in 1827, the year of his retiral, he presided at the opening 
.dinner on 25th January, with the well-known David Sillar, 'a 
hrither poet,' as vice-chairman." 

The following lettr.r speaks for itself :

THOllIAs YULE, Esq., to Mr J . JEFFREY HUNTER. 

16th Februat'y, 1916 . 

.DEAR Srn,-I am favoured with your letter of yesterday inform-
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• ing me that your committee have accepted Dr John Mackenzie's 
Portrait as a gift from me, and conveying the thanks of the Asso
ciation for the donation. I can assure you and the Association that 
it is with the greatest of pleasure that I have handed over the 
portrait, as I feel that it is now in safe keeping and will be carefully 
preserved. 

It may be of interest to the Association to know the history. 
of this portrait. The original portrait by James Tannock was for 
many years in the ·possession· of Mr John Whitefoord Mackenzie, 
\V.S., Edinburgh (the only son of. the doctor), until his death in 
November, 1.884. It was, upon the divi~ion of his effects, delivered 
to his two surviving daughters, Misses Helen Miller Mackenzie and 
Elizabeth Mackenzie. Before it was handed over to them, a copy 
was made for Mr John Mackenzie, W.S., Edinburgh, the only sori 
of Mr Whitefoord Mackenzie; and it hung in his dining room at 16 
Royal Circus, Edinburgh, till his death in April, 1911. This copy 
is the portrait gifted by me: It was made in 1885 by Mr Jame~ 
Douglas, a well-known Edinburgh artist of his day, and it was 
considered in every way an excellent copy, fully as good and artistic 
as the original. On the death of Mr John Mackenzie, who was my: 
partner in business, I took over the portrait rather than allow it 
to be put up to auction. Mr Mackenzie left no relatives who had; 
any interest in it. It has remain.ed in my possession since. The'. 
original portrait continued to be the property of the Misses l\Iackenzie,i 
and latterly of the survivor, who died in 1911. Her executors sent! 
it for sale, by auction, to Dowell, Edinburgh, and it was sold· 
shortly afterwards, being catalogued as "Portrait of a Gentleman."l 
I saw it by the merest chance in a saleroom. I preferred my copy! to it. · - ·· ·· · 

The sketch which is prefixed.to Dr_ William Findlay's work on 
Robert Burns and· the Medical Profession purports to· be after the 
oil painting in the possession of the Misses Mackenzie. This state
ment is scarcely accurate, as I know that the sketch was made 
from a photograph of this copy. The Misses Mackenzie, I was 
informed by Mr John Mackenzie, were applied to for permission to 
.have the sketch made from the original, but they did not see their 
way to comply with the request. 

The account. of Dr John Mackenzie's life given in Dr Findlay's 
work is somewhat brief, but I fear very little further information 
.can now be obtained regarding him. There is one mistake made, 
I notice. He is said to have died on llth January, 1837, but he 
.died at 4 Shandwick Place, Edinburgh, on 4th January, 1837, and 
was buried within the new Calton Burying-ground, Edinburgh, -
-0n 9th thereafter. There is one additional fact which I have 
ascertained regarding him which may be of. interest to your Associa-

1:ion and to Mauchline. It is the reason for his leaving Mauchline 
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to go to reside and practice in Irvine. This is contai netl in a Bond 
of Annuity by the Right Hon. Hugh Montgomerie of Skelmorlie, 
Earl of Eglinton, which is dated 19th January, 1801. This deed 
proceeds on the narrative " that Mr John Mackenzie, surgeon in 
Mauchline has for these several years past attended as my family 
surgeon, and that I have had the greatest reason to be highly 
satisfied with the professional abilities and the very great care and 
attention which the said John Mackenzie has shewn to me in a 
dangerous and critical indisposition, and that therefore, anxious 

MAUCHL!NE HOUSE COMMITTEE AT DR MACKENZIE ' S HOUSE. 

to have the benefit of the said l\fackenzie's assistance, I proposed 
to him to r emove from his present r esidence at Mauchline and settle 
himself and family in Irvine in my immediate neighbourhood, wctdl 
he has accordingly agreed to do upon my making him a hir a:-d 
reasonable compensation for the loss of his practice in ::lfauch!ine 
and the risk he runs in settling in a new place.·· 

Therefore the Earl binds himself to pay Dr Mackenzie duri 1g 
all the days of his life a free life-rent annuity of £130 sterling, whd1 
annuity Dr Mackenzie agreed to accept in full of all fees, &c ., for 
giving professional advice and assistance to the Earl and his family 
whenever call0 d upon.-Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) TtlOi\IAS YULE. 



JOHN SYME AND THE 'CINDER' LIBEL. 

IN Mr Henley's essay on Burns (page 336), he says:-

" Syme, who knew and loved him, said that he was ' burnt 
'to a cinder ' ere Death took him ; we can see for ourselves that the 
Burns of the Kilmarnock Volume and the good things in the Museum 
had ceased to be some time before the end ; there is evidence that 
some time before the end he was neither a sober companion nor a 
,self-respecting husband," 

In a foot-note on the same page he thus expatiates 
on the above text :-

" It has been said, I believe, that Synie's evidence is worthless, 
inasmuch as it tends to discredit Burns. But one eye-witness, 
however dull and prejudiced (and Syme was neither one nor other), 
is worth a wilderness of sentimental historians; and Syme's phrase, 
howbeit it is so picturesque that it conveys what is, perhaps, too 
violent an impression, probably means no niore than that Burns 
had damaged himself with drink." 

And he goes on to cite Currie as corroboration, whose 
ntter.1nces, " though a fanatic in this matter," he sees no 
re;ison to question, "as he was also an honest man"
from .which we are led to infer that the prejudiced evidence 
of Currie is to be received without questiOn " inasmuch 
as it tends to discredit Burns." Since Mr Henley gave 
circulation to the expression attributed to Syme we h<:Lve 
seuched every available record and m<:Lde enquiries in 
e\~ery likely quarter for inforin1tion regarding the authority 
on which the implied charge was b3.sed, without obtaining 
the feeblest ray of light on the subject. We were conse
q-lrnntly most unwillingly driven to the conclusion that 
Mr Henley's sole and only authority was a gossiping 
triviality to be found in Paterson's edition of Scott Douglas, 
regarding which one wonders why that enthusiastic and 
painstaking editor deemed it worth chronicling. At page 
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239, Vol. III., of the edition referred to, amongst scme 
notes inspired.by an epigram addressed by Burns to- Syme, 
occurs the following :-

" An aged gentleman now living has mentioned to us another 
remark of Syme that was uttered during a private conversation 
he had with him about Burns. To the common expression of 
regret for the early death.of one who might still further have enriched 
our literature, he replied,' No, no, he could have done nothing more; 
he was burnt to a cinder.' " 

This is surely a most flimsy foundation for any bio
grapher to build upon. Taken as it stands, it is not 
Syme but the anonymous "aged gentleman" who is 
primarily responsible for the utterance of a proverbial 
phrase alleged -to have been heard by him some half a 
century before. If. actually used by Syme, the first 
question suggested is what he meant by the words 
employed. It suited l\fr Henley's special-pleading method 
to understand them only in the physical sense, but the 
context does not bear this out. Whatever conversation 
took place between the "aged gentleman" and Syme 
turned evidently upon the literary side. of Burns, and 
the equivccal, mischief-making phrase was applied, rightly 
or wrongly, to a supposed exhaustion of his literary creative 
powers. That is the logical inference from the words; 
any other appears to be strained for.a purpose, and we feel 
convinced Mr Scott Douglas so understood them when he 
set them down. The "eye~witness •:.here· (ear-witness 
rather) is a .second-hand one; it is, besides, a common 
belief that the_ fairy tales of the "aged " or " oldest " 
inhabitant everywhere ought to be taken with a large 
pinch of salt. Allowing Mr Henley to have his way 
however, it is well enough known that Syme had a chronic 
habit of what. is called, in sporting phrase, "shooting 
on the wing." Chambers says, "Syme, like many.other 
men of lively temperament, co:uld not boast of historical . 
accuracy in his narration of events." Gilbert Burns u'ses 
stronger language, unmistakably pointing to Syme. He. 
haci re_moved to Dumfries about the date of his brother's 
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death, where he soon became convinced that Currie's 
bicgraphy had £rossly exag·gerated the Pcet's ·failings. 
When he was appointed editor' of the 1820 edition of Currie 
he had a &plendid opportunity of correcting, or amending, 
that editor's mis-stat<:ments, but he di~covered, too late, 
that his hands were tied by the publishers and Mr Roscoe, 
the friend of Dr Currie, in whose eyes the reputation of 
the Poet was Gf much less consequence tlrrn that of his 
first editor. Hi.s edition was. consequently a failure, but 
that he did not lay all the blame on Currie is evident from: 
the following extrrnt :-

" Great injury. to the Poet's character seems to have arisen 
from people pretending' friendship and intimacy with him, who 
wished to have something wonderful to tell of a person who had 
attracted so much of the notice of the world. It is well known 
that many persons are to _be found whose code of moral obligation 
does not prevent. them from violating truth in embellishing a story, 
and yet are esteemed by the world very honourable men. In the 
pictures ,,-hich such men give of life and character, likeness is 
deliberately sacrificed to effect. Thus, in the foolish story of a 
sword-cane, brought forward in the Quarterly Review, the vanity of 
some pretended friend of the Poet* is displayed by the relation 
of a powerful admonition addressed by . the narrator to the Poet, 
producing such theatrical starts and agitation as no one who knew 
the Poet, or who has ever attentively perused his letters and poetry, 
can give credit to for a moment." 

Syme's account of. the circumstances in which " Scots 
wh::t hae" w2s ccmposed is another illustration of the 
"theatrical starts',,. 'for which he hid a constitutional 
fancy. It is rcmantic and dramatic and all that; but 
it is not true-net a Yrnrd of it. B•:irring this unfortunate 
tendency to merge fact.in fiction, he seems to have been a 
fairly faithful. friend of the Peet to the end of his days. 
In the minutes of the Dumfries Burns Club,t it is recorded 
that .John Syme was_ vice-chairman at the anniversary 
dinner, January 2Gth, .1819, when he delivered a· speech 

* The story was first communicated to Sir Walter Scott. Peter
kin gives the correct version on the direct authority of Syme himself. 

: t Burns and Dunifri~s, by Philip Sulley, 1896. 
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on his personal intercourse with Burns, in which he 
says:-

" There is one observation which I feel compelled to make, 
and that relates to the cha~acter of the Poet, which has too long 
suffered from the combined attacks of prejudice and malignity, 
attacks to which some high and cruel names in the literary world 
have most ungenerously lent their sanction, The imputation or 
stigma has too long extended that Burns, notwithstanding the 
vivid and affecting expressions of morality and religion which pervade his poems and letters, was a man of licentious and indecorous habits 
and feelings ; in short, if not vicious, that he was profligate. Sir, 
this is not fair ! Let me, Sir, who have often and often enjoyed 
Burns's intimacy-who have seen him in every phase, and have 
heard his lowest note and the top of his compass-let me, Sir, 
declare that in all these situations there was never a sentiment or 
expression that fell from his lips which did not gild my imagination 
while it warmed my heart, and which evidently flowed from a fine 
and benevolent fountain of morality and religion, For the former, 
refer to his conduct to his brother ; on the other topic, instead of 
being what I may call liberal, I deemed him rather restrained by a 
sort of superstitious awe or dread, Indeed, his morality was 
unquestionable; for it was intensely benevolent ; and where will 
you find true religion without benevolence ? I must conclude by 
quoting a verse of Burns which has ever struck me as the type of 
his mind, and it may be applicable to his justification :-

'I saw thy pulse's maddening play, 
"\Vild, send thee pleasure's devious way, 
Misled by fancy's meteor ray, 

By passion driven ; 
Yet still the light which led astray, 

"\Vas light from Heaven.'" 

This passage of Syme's evidence certainly does not 
"discredit Burns," nor does it convey the slightest hint 
of the burnt-out cinder. Syme was neither " dull nor 
prejudiced," and he had the reputation of being an honest 
man. As an intimate friend, he might have put a sharper 
point on his defence of the Poet, but perhaps he could not 
help being somewhat "theJ.trical" and turgid of speech 
with such a theme in hand. There is no doubt whatever 
th~ t John Syme spoke these words in presence of credible 
witnesses ne1rly a hundred yeJ.rs ago;· they are not the t;ile 
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of some " ancient mariner" with a habit of buttonholing 
an unfortunate individual from among the people who 
chanced to come his way. What we have been searching 
for all these years is the something or somebody that 
can furnish us with more details of the " cinder " dialogue 
between Syme and the innominate " whose beard with 
age was hoar "-and we are searching still. 

EDITOR. 

I. 
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THE LATE PRINCIPAL DENNEY 

ON BURNS. 

[It is with feelings of sincere regret that we record the death 
of Professor Denney, Principal of the U.F. Church College, Glasgow, 
which took place on l2th June last. The deceased was a 
gentleman of super.eminent abilities, and had achieved the highest 
honours in the Church of which he was one of the most outstanding 
dignitaries. He was a lifelong abstainer and fervid Temperance 
Reformer. We had intended to extend our reply in the Chronicle, 
but we think we can best respect his memory by leaving the subject 
as he left it. The article appeared in the Glasgow He;ald of 25th 
January last, and it is by the courtesy of that valuable journal 
that we are enabled to reproduce it.] 

BURNS AND PRESENT DISTRESS. 

BY THE REV. PRINCIPAL DENNEY, D.D. 

T HE War, which is bringing into relief aspects hitherto 
unnoticed of almost everything, may perhaps give 

a fresh turn even to the speeches r.t Burns Clubs. Lord 
Cockburn pronounced Walter Scott's sense a still niore 
wonderful thing than his genius, and we may say the 
same of our great Poet. -When he simply talks sense, 
it is with a finality both of insight and expression against 
which there is no standing up. This applies to much 
of his humorous and satirical verse, and it is perhaps not 
maligning one's fellow-countrymen to suggest that Burns 
owes as much of his popularity in Scotland to his unim
peachable intellectual solidity as to his rarer poetic powers . 
.A more sensible man never lived nor spoke. 

But the strongest sense may at times be deflected 
or tainted, and it was so in different ways both in Scott 
and Burns. .A poet is the natural representative of the 
natural man, and has an instinctive delight in the natural 
virtues. He likes the goodness which is untaught, 
spontaneous, generous, independent of reflection and 

lL-~-.w~---------
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comparison. He suspects the goodness which is self~
conscious, which knows that it is not conforming to widely· 
accepted standards, but deliberately protesting against 
them. This non-conforming conscience is his bete noire, 
and he assails it with all the resources of his genius.· As 
it readily lapses into Pharisaism, his task is not difficult. 
If he is magnificently superior to it, as Shakespeare was, 
he may mock it with genial humour, and never do good
ness any harm. " Because thou art virtuous, shall there 
be. no more cakes and ale~ " But if he is not so magnifi
cently superior-if the non-conforming conscience of his 
scciety is powerful enough. to insult· him-still more, if it 
is powerful enough to reach his own conscience and to 
convince him of real faults-then the humour, if the poet 
can still command it, is a pt to be savage rather than genial, 
and the good sense loses its balance.. This explains a 
good deal in Burns. It was unfortunate for· him that 
in indulging his satirical sense he got· into false relations 
with himself and with a higher law than that of ecclesiastical 
courts or social conventions. He cultivated a kind· of 
moral bravado which is just as much hypocrisy as the 
hypocrisy of Holy Willie, and not less prejudicial to genuine 
goodness. "You know," he wrote to a friend, "that I 
can sin, but dare not lie." But when a man's sins are 
open beforehand, when he flaunts them in everybody's face 
with conscious defiance, it is snatching a reputation for 
virtue very cheap to sa,y that he dare not lie about them. 
To lie a bout them", to pretend . that they ate not· there, is 
the one thing which he has put out of his power. It is 
the melancholy· fact that. Burns practised this miserable 
moral attitudinising all his life. He did it about drinking, 
and he did it about his unspeakable relations to women. 
He sometimes exhibits the painful· spectacle of the Phari
saism of profligacy-the prodigal son, not penitent, but 
swaggering round the farm with a .great spread of moral 
shirt-front, as though he were setting an example to his 
cold-blooded brother. Of course; this was not how he 
thought of· himself in his heart'· 6£ ·hearts ; · in the most 
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moving poem of his first volume, the "Bard's Epitaph" 
-a history, as Wordsworth calls it, in. the shape of a 
prophecy-he completely drops the bravo and speaks 
the final humble truth. Nobody who reads it will judge 
him. But the bravado had been there, and its effects, 
both on himself and others, were deplorable. 

Sir Vlalter Raleigh has lately described Shakespeare 
as the creed of England. It is a felicitous thought, and 
it is . true, even when we test. it in detail. There is a long 
gallery of drinkers in Shakespeare, every one drawn to 
the life; people like Stephano, Sir Toby, Pistol, Cassio, 
"the third part of the world,'' Lepidus, and many more. 
There is no savour of Puritanism in the way in which they 
are depicted, yet no one could say the impression they 
make on the mind is other than morally wholesome. They 
express the creed of England about drinking, and it is a 
sound and manly creed. But who would venture to say 
as much for the representations of drinking in Burns 1 
Making every allowance for the element of. extravagance, 
without which drinking songs could not be written at all, 
and prizing above all price the humour of the opening 
stanzas in "Death and Doctor Hornbook," and much 
besides, we must reluctr.i1tly admit that our National Poet 
has provided us with a far less wholesome creed than 
Sh<1 kespeare has made r uthoritative for our neighbours. 
And there is no denying that his practice squared with his 
creed. He drank to the last. He drank, as he said 
himself, when with every bout he gave away a slice of his 
constitution. If repentance could trammel up the con
sequences of evil we might ·urge that he rep(C)nte_d. But 
what is his own description of the case:-" Whiles, but 
aye ower late, I think braw sober lessons." 

One can· hardly help wondering to-day whether in 
ibis Burns is to prefigure the fate of his people. There 
were two things in which he was always absolutely sincere, 

' and in which he.'never posed more than pose is inevitable 
in idealising. The one was the incomparable value of a 
pure and happy family life ; the other was his love of 
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country. Both are signally illustrated in the " Cottar's 
Saturday Night," which, though both its merits and its 
popularity are to a large extent conventional, is yet, as 
Lockhart truly says, that one of all his poems the exclusion 
of which from the collection would be most injurious to 
the character of the man. But his patriotism and h.is 
sense for home did not save him from the ignoble elements 
of bis creed, and though they are still powerful among us, 
it seems uncertain whether they will save the nation. Mr 
Lloyd George made a deep impression lately in the House 
of Commons by a speech in which he rehearsed the " too 
lates" of the Asquith Government. Is he going to add 
to the number the last and most fatal by deferring the 
day of reckoning with the power. which wrecked the life of 
Burns, which is ceaselessly wrecking characters and homes, 
and is capable, if let alone, of wrecking the country ? Is 
it to be the epitaph of Scotland, as well as of the greatest 
genius with which heaven has ever illustrated our poor 
Sparta-" Whiles, but aye ower late, I think braw sober 
lessons? " Neuve Chapelle and Loos apparently were 
not enough ; Kut and Gallipoli were not enough ; what 
will be enough to make us face our deadly peril in dead 
earnest? 

Benrig, Kilmaurs, 26th January. 
The concluding sentences of .the. Rev. Principal Denney's article under the above heading, which appeared in the Herald of 25th curt., are, like the proverbial postscript of a lady's letter, more illuminating than the rest of the text. The first impression after perusing it is one of blank wonder at the logical gymnastics by which he establishes such a direct connection between Robert Burns and Mr Lloyd George's shortcomings as a temperance legislator. If his intention was to use the failings of Burns as a stalking-hors'3 to get within gunshot of that statesman he might have chosen a more fitting date than that on which Scotsmen everywhere are · wont to meet to do the Poet honour. This is of course a matter of taste, on which every man is his own judge. Even the ubiquitous John Smith, of perennial parish fame, is universally exempte:l from derogatory remarks on the particular date on "'.hi~h his virtues 
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are extolled as the preliminary to the time-honoured presentation 
from admiring friends. Not that Professor· Denney descants 
exclusively on the worse side of Burns ; on the contrary, his con: 
<lensed ·estimate of Burns is both just and appreciative so far as it 
goes. ·But the method he adopts of exalting the Poet in order at 
convenience to bring him down by the run deprives his complimentary 
tribute of most of its value. He goes on to tell us that Shakespeare 
is the. creed of the English people, and -consequently is entitled to 
the credit of creating the beer-swilling propensities of our friends 
over the Border. And we are left to infer that for a similar reason 
Burns is responsible, in whole or in part, for the whisky-drinking 
which we hear so much of in connection with the city of Glasgow. 
Putting Shakespeare aside, is this true of Scotland, or of Burns ? 
It is only with Burns we here mean to concern ourselves. In 
Burns's day drunkenness and sensuality were the besetting sins of 
the classes, and their evil influences were exerted in a downward 
direction. No .man then. living did more than Burns in warning. 
the masses against this " contagion weak and vile " ; indeed, not a 
few are inclined to think that the warning is overstrained in the 
"Twa Dogs" and the" Epistle to Davie." True, he wrote" Willie 
Brewed " and " Auld Lang Syne," both of which are qualified by 
" the · element of extravagance " · conceded by Professor Denney. 
" Scotch Drink " is more political than topical in treatment, being 
in effect a plea for home products versus importations from abroad. 
Burns. invariably represents his own class as thrifty, sober, and 
industrious ; idleness, licentiousness, and wastrie were with the 
gentry and the beggars-at the top and bottom· of the social fabric, 

·There is no mention of drink in the " Cottar's Saturday Night " ; in 
"Hallowe'en" the social indulgence is limited to a parting glass of 
"strunt," or weak toddy; and it must ever stand to his credit 
that he ridiculed the " Holy Fair " out of existence. His personal 
attitude towards over-indulgence he occasionally puts into words 
like these :-

" There is death in the cup_:_sae beware ! 
Nay, more-=-there is danger in touching; 

But who can avoid the fell snare ? 
The man and his wine's sae be.witching." 

In other compositions, but more especially in his prose, his 
condemnation of drink is even more emphatic, the superlative of· 
self'abasement being reached in his Jess-known rhyming confession 
to "William Stewart. A man who so penitentially humiliates himself 
surely cannot be justly accused of" flaunting his sins in everybody's 
face." - In his most rollicking strains-" bravado," Professor Denney 
calls them-there is a dying fall patent to all who sympathetically 
look for it. 



.·.-.: 

83 

Right-thinking Burnsians do not object to anyone drawing 
Burns's frailties from their dread abode to point a moral, if he be 
so minded. What they do object to is the singling out of Burns 
as if he were the chief and only sinner of the drunken era in which 
he lived ; to the blind and unreasoning faith in the hearsay evidence 
of his early biographers which still obtains ; and to the reiteration 
of malevolent gossip long ago exploded on the most convincing 
evidence. As for Burns's personal habits, we have Gilbert's 
testimony that up to his 28th year, when his fame began, he had led 
a most temperate -life. Of Shakespeare's habits we fortunately 
know little ; "it- is Burns's misfortune that he. has been unde~ the 
microscope--for · 120 years, and he is always the ·principal witness 
for his ownprosecution. When he went to Dumfries at the age of 
32, the same authority informs us, he struggled hard to overiiome 
his natural aversion to alcohol to prepare himself to·do as the Ro~ana 
did there. He died before he was 38. All charges of inebriety 
brought against him are crowded into the last five years of hia life, 
and yet not a single black mark stands against him as a Governi'.nent 
official with exacting duties to perform every day of the ~eek. 
Pity it is that he too often succumbed to the temptation' of aristoQratic 
dinner parties which were neither more nor less than drunken m:gies, 
for he was too highly strung to keep pace with the seasoned tqpers 
who in the end contemned his lack of staying power, and" passed 
by on the other side. What Professor Denney styles his " great 
spread of moral shirt-front " is, as often as not, the humorou~ ex
pression of his contempt for the Holy Willie juries who so sm~gly 
sat in judgment on him. · J 

Dr Currie, the most notable of his early biographers, w~s a 
teetotaler-the solitary one within the bounds of the Burns ho~izon 
of that day-and his prejudices are apparent in his writings. - He 
failed as a Burns biographer for two reasons-ignorance of his 
subject, and as Professor Denney puts it, because "the strongest 
sense may at times be deflected or tainted. "-I am,· &c., 

D. M'NAUGHT, 

President of Burns Federation,. 
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DEATH OF MR WILLIAM WHITE. 
(1821-1916.) 

B y the death of Mr Wm. White, the Vale of Leven 
district has lost a notable personality, widely known, 

THE LATE MR WILLIAM WHITE . 

and universally respected in musical and political circles:. 
He was precentor in Alexandria Free Church, also in_ 
Dumbarton Parish Church, and also in .Ayr, from which. 
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town he returned to the "Vale," latterly residing at 
Jamestown .. · .When jn Ayr .he C?ften saw Burns's sister, 
and in after years he regretted he did not take the oppor~ · 
tunity of speaking to he:r: about her celebrated, brother. 
He had a wonderful memory, and could sing scores of the 
old Scots songs. He was proud of having heard "the 
great Templeton" sing. In his youth he served his" time" 
to the trade of block-cutting in the Wee Fiel', BonhiV; 
working alongside· Joseph Wilson, of •Kilmarnock musical 
fame. When a boy in. the calico printing factory, he was 
often placed up on his " maister's " table to sing to the 
workmen. In later years he was in great demand at bene
fit concerts, ,giving his services ungrudgingly. He had a 
profound veneration for Burns, and was never more at home 
than when worshipping at the shrine of the Immortal Bard. 
He held the office of Hon~ President of the Vale Glencairn 
Burns Club from its formation, nearly twenty years· ago, 
and was one of the most regular attenders at the monthly 
meetings. He never missed an anniversary until he was 
ninety-two years of age. Though no great speaker, he was 
splendid at "a grace "-not a. conventional .utterance, 
but an old-fashioned reverential thanksgiving which would 
have done credit to any member of the doth. The Burns 
cult in the "Vale " will seldom look upon his like again. 
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PROPOSED REMOVAL OF THE HIGHLAND 

MARY MEMORIAL IN GREENOCK. 

ON lOth May, 1917, appeared an article in the Glasgow 

Herald · containing details of an extension of .the 

shipbuilding yard of Messrs Carrd & Co., which necessitated 

the removal of the old West Parish Church and the adjoin

ing graveyard in which rest the remains of Highland l\fary. 

Quoting from that article We learn that the proposed area 

. of extension runs both east and west of the present yard. 

One view is that it reaches eastward to Brymner Street, 

taking in the West H'1rbour, and southward to a line drawn 

from this street through Shaw, Dalrymple, and Crawfurd 

Streets to Laird Street on the west. This, leaving out 

the area of the harbour (7i acres in extent), would give 

an extension of roughly 770 yards by 70 ... The district 

is thickly built upon, the bulk of it old property consisting 

of bonded warehouses, grain and other stores,· dwellings 

that· are approaching their day of condemnation, and 

various shops and offices with a more or less ·maritime 

-0onn~ction;. A sugar refinery in the vicinity seems un

likely to stand ·against the encroachment of the more 

aggressive industry, an inconsiderable ·portion of the 

electrical station in Hunter Place may h'1ve to make way 

for the line of progress, and tenants of neighbouring work

shops of joiners, sail-makers, anchor-makers, &c., to find 

places of business elsewhere. The · introduction of a 

.fitting-out bas.in and an adequate graving dock would seem 

to be essential to designs on the lines suggested. 

To whatever form or extent the scheme may eventually 

-0ome, the authorities and chief business men will not fail 

to give encouragement and co-operation. The superior, 

we understand, heartily supports the scheme. Negotiations 

are in progress with the Corporation, the H'1rbour Trust, 

.and other bodies and persons affected, and we should 
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expect that, with a single exception, these are proceading 
with the minimum of friction. 

It is not many months since the announcement of 

HIGHLAND MARY MEMORIAL 

In Old West Kirk Graveyard , Greenock. 

tl~e association of the great Belfast company, Harland & 
Wolff, with the firm of C'.:1ird & Co. This Greenock ship
yard was practically es.tablished by the late Mr James 
Tennant Caird. On his death in 1888, the business devolved 
upon his four sons-Mr Patrick T. Caird, M!· Arthur Caird, 
Dr Robert Caird, and Mr William Caird, of whom the two 
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first-named survive. While according to arrangement 
between parties these gentlemen remained as directors 
of the reconstituted company, Mr J: W. Kem'pster was 
transferred from the Belfast yard as . managing director 
at G-reenock. . 

The one. tangible body . of opposition· ·emerges from 
what may be called the domafu. of sentiment. The· area 
occupied by the· Old West ~h'k-1i:nd-the graveyard are 
wanted for the shipyard, . which now so impinges upon 
the sacred precincts that tci~day:the' vast hull of a P. and 0. 
steamer overshadows the whole length of the church build
ings on their eastern side. · This opposition is being raised 
principally by a number of. la;irholders, church officials, 
and members of the Burns cuit-;·and is to some extent being 
organised at each of these sc{urces. ·•. Preliminary to other 

~ ' • .'} ·-v .• • ,.;. ., •'.~ • '"" • ' , ' 

action, opinion of counseJ.has been asked as'to tn.e.)(:Jgality 
of interfering 'with the.;!i:~§toric building and ki~kya;i:d. for 
such a purpose. . The shipbuilding firm o:ffers- to' rebuild 
the church. (~s it:P:ow:.standt!) on a site farther. west~·'.a~9. to 
convey thef1;ile al~<;>, th~:0au8t::a::O'd. memoriatS.fon.e.s·or t:;i,blets 
of Highland Mary:an'd others to whom. "is" .. :attached a 
specially sentimentai or historical importa~ce: · The 
following letter· froill Messrs. Caird &. · Cq., ~shipbi.fiJders, 
G-reenock,. to th~ Rev. Adam Currie; minist~r ~t oic:t West 

• < ~'.-, ,,.. .. ~. .. ~ - ' ' ' ' 

Kirk, was submitted to a meeting of tru:~t~s· a. we(;lk or 
two ago:..::....,:,•·. . . .. ~z~ ~·>"·. 

• .;·.-:· •• ..... .,,- ' '. • ~ ~ \ c ·-

" Owing 'to the pressing necessity. which h_!lcs; arisen i.©r the 
increase of. merchant shipping; •and. consequenti;ir; for the:· rapid 
constructio~-of.ships, it .. has become imperative to· ;nlarg~ our ship
building yard, which, owing to insufficient depth; prevents· the 
construction of the larger class of steamers now called for. The 
principal cause of our being restricted is. due. to the fact that the 
North Parish Church and the old churchyard surrounding it lie 
between the west part _of our yard and the. other property which 
belongs to us fronting Crawfurd Street, so thg,t it appears that the 
only way iri which we can effect the requisite extensio~ will be by 
our coming to- an arrangement for th9 removal of the church and 
churchyard .. to another site. To enable. this proposal to be con
sidered, we would mention that in proceeding with such a scheme 
we would be. agreeable to provide· another site to which the church 

[ 
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and graveyard could, .with all. care and reverep,ce, be transferred ... 
"\Ve 

0

would undertake at our own expense to take down the church 
with Urn utmost care, and, so far as practicable, to re-erect it stone 
·by stone, so that when again erected it may be the identical church, 
ita.\yij\d6~·S:, ornaments, !llufar taJilets,. vaults, &c., being carefully 
set.c:a~id.e1:'aJ,f'Niplace<,l in their exact positions, and the whole work 
to b'e· carriect"out·as".e:ipeditiously as possible, under proper super
vision, to· the ei:itire" s'atjsfaction and in the interest of the congre-

;..~ gation and of tn¥ Pre;bytery,., .. ~ ', · '\Ve should further endeavour 
in e_;ery way also to meet you in regard to any loss you might be 
occasioped by disturbance ·or otherwise. . ·,Apart from the con
sider~tions mentioned, we feel it. must be rec~~iseci'that the matter 
is one affecting not only the prosperity of Greenock, but is also one 
of national importance, especially owing to t~ unfortunate position 
in which the couptry now finds itself in ,regard:fo .shipping." 

The. tr1ls~ees· u~animo~~ly· .·decided -~ot· to entertain 
the proposal. . · · ·:· . . 

That is the on!y. m.-9ppsal which has as yet been made 
public, ·and it formy~; th.e Jiasis of the discussion which 
took place at th~ annual :m:ieting.· of the .Burns Federation 
in $eptember last. _., The· Greenock delegates, however, 
left)l):e\mp;ession that it hac<l been.' withdrawn, and no 
oth~r had :.taken. its place. 

'.We_uWers~and th':tt .the questio:Il~-h~sbeen brought 
before\the~ fre,sbytery, and th'lt certain Ji.i:irholders are 
taki;n.g steps to defend 'their threatened rights. ·• Me'.1nwhile 
the ·Federation has appoiI1t~d :f1 Vigilance .Committiee to 
wat~h the development pf evel!:~s: .'. ' . 

'We. have ple'.lsure· in laying 'before our .. readers an 
epitoiile of a lecture· deliV'ered by Mr i Fras~r Paton to 
the ·members of the· Greenock Burns Clubs on 20th Sep
tember last, -ivhich deals with the historical associations 
oI the old church and churchyard, and which appeared 
in the. Glasgow Herald the following day:-

"It· is supposed tci have been the first Protestant 
.church· built in Scotland after. the Reformation. One 
authority says that it· is .perh'1ps the only Protestant 
.church in Scotland that has been honoured with a Royal 
Charter and confirmed in the privil~ges of the s'.lme. by a 
special Ad o'.' Parliament. It was one of t.he earliest 
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ecclesiastical manifestations in Scotland of the spirit of 
religious reformation which was appearing in our native 
land at the end of the sixte'ehth century. 

OLD WEST KIRK AND GRAVEYARD , GREENOCK . 

"In 1589 James VI., when ·about to set out to Norway 
to fetch his bride-who was to become the mother of 
Charles !.-granted a charter to Sir John Schaw authorising 
him to build a church and manse and set apart a graveyard 
on his estate at' Grinock,' and the approving Act of Parlia
ment was passed on 5th June, 1592. For two centuries 
and a half that old kirk was the outer symbol of the religious 
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life of our forefathers in and around the locality, and out 
of that time it .was· the only church in Greenock for 150 
years. The New or Mid-Parish Church was built in 1741, 
when more church accommodation was needed because 
of the increasing pop~lation, and the Old Kirk by the 
shore subsequently became known as the Old Parish 
Church; and afterwards as the West Parish Ch11rch, which 
name was retained until 1841. At that time the church 
had fallen into a state of disrepair, and its accommodation 
was quite insufficient for the increasing population of the 
parish. As it could not be enlarged owing to the graves 
surrounding the walls, it became necessary to build a new 
church on a different site. Accordingly the West Kirk 
in Nelson Street was built, and the old church was closed. 
It stood deserted for over twenty years,,and fell into ruin 
and decay, but still a silent witness of the religious life of 
the early days of the town. In 1864, by a general sum of 
money by voluntary subscription, the kirk was restored 
to its place among the religious activities of the town, 
and it became the North Parish Church, more familiarly 
known as the Old West Kirk. 

" In the interior there are many fine windows by Morris 
& Co., Cother, and Ballantyne, of Edinburgh. There is a 
large window over the Schaw aisle, the gift of Sir Michael 
Shaw Stewart, Bart. ; above the Sailors' Loft is one 
erected by subscriptions. As to the famous _ modern 
windows of Morris & Co., from the designs of the .late Sir 
Edward Burne-Jones; for all -those who love and under
stand art and symbolism they must prove full of attraction 
and interest. · They are the outcome of a school which 
was a recession from and a.protest against a teaching that 
·was prevalent at that time, that art was merely the outcome 
of a patient and slavish copying of _nature. They are 
richly imbued with the traditions of art chiefly from Italian 
and mediawal sources. Th~y are an example of ' colour ' 
as opposed to mere ' colours,' ·and are of an exceedingly 
high order of excellence. On the subject of the gravey.ird 
Mr .Fr,as~i:. Pl!-ton .:w:~nt.on to say tha,t the tw? vaults within 

. ' 
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the church are the property of John Schaw and his heirs, 
and of the Crawfords of Cartsburn: The builder of the 
church and several of the Schaw family are buried there. 

"In the kirkyard itself there is much that should interest 
Greenock folk. There are tombs, of three ministers who 
died in office, a monument· to William Scott, shipbuilder, 
and his family; many well-known Greenock family names, 
a tombstone to John Wilson, author of the poem on 'The 
Clyde,' afterwards master of the Academy at Greenock, 
and one of the three oldest stones is dated 1675, a year 
after the death of John Milton. One monument is justly 
famous because of all that it stands for in Scottish senti
ment, literature, and history-the monument commemorat
ing Burns's Highland Mary. There is another memorial 
enshrined by the old kirkyard which is most intimately 
associated with Greenock, the gravestone over the tombs 
of the father and grandfather of James Watt. The old 
kirk had stood during these centuries, ·and was still standing 
when this week the seventh most populous town of Scotland, 
recognised as a place of power arid value in the necessities 
of the greatest war in human history, was visited by the 
royal head of. this great Empire, and the Provost of Green
nock welcomed the King to the towri which the Glasgow 
Herald spoke of the other day as 'the cradle and gateway 
of Clyde industry.' " 

The Greenock Telegraph states that Lord Pirie has 
been approached direct on behalf of those who wish to 
preserve the Old West Kirk and burial-ground intact, and 
has been pressed to reconsider his plans with a view to saving 
the church and churchyard with their valuable associations. 

This suggests that it may be possible to so alter the 
plans as to save the old church and· ground without spoiling 
the extension scheme. If that can be arranged it would 
be a settlement of the vexed question which would be 
satisfactory to all parties. · 

We believe interdict has recently been craved on 
behalf of·certain of the lairholders and others interested. 

I . 
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The following is our latest inform<ttion on the 
subject:-

" An action has been called at the instance of Margaret Brown or Johnstone, 12 Hutton Drive, Linthouse, Govan, widow of \Villiam Johnstone, tobacco spinner, Glasgow, and others, against the heritors of the West Parish Church of Greenock, and against William M'Clure, solicitor, Mansion House, Greenock, clerk to and as representing the he~itors. It is understood that.· the pursuers sue for declarator and interdict against the defenders from selling the old burying-ground of the West Parish' of Greenock, which contains the grave of Burns's Highland Mary. The pursuers allege that they have a patrimonial interest in the ground, and object to its sale."-Scotsman, 20th October, 1917. 

"A meeting of the heritors of the West Parish of Greenock was held in the West Parish. Church this afternoon to decide what action should be taken with reference to a summons which had been served on the clerk of the heritors to prevent them from selling or disposing of ·the site of the Old West Kirk and burying-ground. Mr \V. M'Clure, clerk, stated that he had already intimated to the agents for the pursuers that the heritors had not been negotiating in any way to do as they suggested. His view was that the heritors have no power to sell or dispose of the ground and site, and he advised the meeting accordingly. !\fr R. 8. Walker moved tbat the meeting agree to take no action, which was seconded by Mr A. S. llfories. Mr John Cameron thought a committee should be appointed to consider the whole situation. Bailie Orr seconded. After some discussion, the meeting decided by a large. majority to adopt Mr Walker's motion."-Greenock Telegraph, 29th October, 1917. 

" \Ve understand that the proposed extension of Messrs Caird's shipbuilding yard at Greenock, at least so far as it involved the removal of the Old West Kirk and included the kirkyard and Highland Mary's grave, is temporarily hung up. It was ~nnounced some time ago that an action· at the instance of lairholders had been raised in the Court of Session to have the heritors interdicted from selling the old burying-ground of the \Y est Parish cif Greenock, and as it now appears that the· heritors do not propose to defend the action, decree in absence :will pass against them:'-Glasgow Herald, 6th November, 1917. 
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"Audeo Altcram Pattem."-[EDITOR.] 

MARY CAMPBELL SPEAKS. 

Argument 1·n favour of the acceptance of' Messrs Caird-·&::ao.'I! 
handsome offer to remove dnd rebuild the Old West Kirk and 
Graveyard Memorials in better surroundings, andj,_thus:;,make 
room for a large Shipbuilding enterprise.) 

'I'he kindly Greenock folk who fain would save 
From discomposure Highland l\fary's· grave, 
I thank, and more I thank the fervent few, 
Like Morison and other cronies true, 
Who, fired by love for Scotland's Bard, set me 
This monument, that cherishes his memory ; 
For humble Mary, through her passing night, 
Shines, a pale moon, by his reflected light. 
But, good folk, hearken what I here present, 
Before ye stay your burgh's betterment: 

'Twas in a hallowed corner by the Clyde 
They laid my bones when I untimely died, 
The kirk, the glebe, the graveyard's sacred land 
Lay close and quiet by the pebbled strand; 
The place retired, the atmosphere serene, . 
And gentle Peace sat brooding o'er the scene. 

But came a change! The age of Giant Steam, 
The clang of hammers and the sirens' scream; 
And, shadowing o'er, great ships rose day by day, 
Driving romance and reverence away, 
Till, wrung by all the noise and clamour rude, 
l\fy. bones cry out for rest and quietude ; 
So, if you love me, let me have surcease, 
And change them to some nook of silent peace ; 
Take up my little dust and lay it where 
No sound of hammer jangles all the air. 
Take me away from the unkindly slum 
Arid lay me where the silences may come 
To mind me of the quiet banks of Ayr, 
And all the dear delight that met me there ! 
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The wheels of progress move, and whirling on 
Pass o'er the dust of generations'gone,. · 
And why should they be stopped a single day 
For sake of Mary Campbell's mortal clay, 
That now, through wormy rottenness and must, 
Has mingled long with earth's primeval dust ? 

Can one in ten of ye, I prithee, say 
Ye often viewed the spot where long I lay ? 
Then why should ye make moan or grieve, for I 
Will sleep as soundly in some place near by, 
Removed from all the clamour and the din 
'Vhere busy men strive hard their bread to win ? 
Should tenderness for mortal dust eclipse 
The need that Britain has for ships and ships ? 
\Vhy trouble o'er the dust of humble maid 
Who cannot point where God's own Son was laid ? 

'Vhy let grey stones, sour earth, a time-worn kirk, 
Stand in the way of living men and work ? 
The ploughman with his share afield to-day 
Reeks not, nor should he, whose the furrowed clay ; 
Sufficient that at harvest time be spread 
Seed for the sower, for the children bread! 

And if, along with these poor dust and bones, 
Ye should transfer" The Old West," sticks and stones, 
So be it ! for remember, sacred fanes 
May fall, but ever still the Truth remains! 
The Temple passed away from Sion's hill, 
Like many since, but lives Religion. still ; 
Steeples may fall, but grander spires will rise, 
Pointing the·worahippers to clearer skies ! 
These costly windows with their coloured grace 
\Viii shine as warmly in another place, · 
And dear memorials of the long-since dead 
Be reared elsewhere, and their quaint lessons read. 
Let not, I pray you, thoughtless sentiment 
Stand 'tween the toilers and their real content. 

Rab questioned " Where my place of blissful rest ? " 
'Where but in heart that loved me first and best ! 
l\Iary that was, like " lingering star " set high, 
'Vill share the raptures of the morning sky ; 
And though my dust you move, I deem you shriven : 
Burns wrote" To Mary" not in earth but" Heaven." 

JAS. BROWN (in Greenock Telegraph). 
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CROMEK AND STOTHARD'S 1809 
BURNS TOUR. 

From an article in "The Bookman" (September, 1917), on a hitherto 

unknown series of drawings of notable "Burns People." 

(MlRIDGED BY .THE AUTHOR.) 

T HROUGH the kindness of one of R. H. Cromek's 
descendants, the writer has had access to an un

published mmuscript Life of the Editor of The Reliques, 
written by his son, Thomas H. Cromek, and dated" Wake
field, December 23rd, 1864." The first tour in Scotland 
of the Burns-manuscript hunter is dealt with,· but "paper 
restricti_ons " compel us to pass on to his lesser-known 
tour of 1809, when he was accomp:mied by Thomas 
Stothard, R.A. References - to. this tour in Burns 
literature are very meEigre, and almost the only known 
results are a series of twelve scenes engraved by Cromek 
from Stothard's drawings, and published in 1814. However, 
this resurrected mmuscript throws new light on the 
obscurities of the Cromek-Stothard tour, and· shows that 
it was much more important th'.tn has ever been suspected. 
Here is the first letter, which begins to dispel some of the 
murkiness of a hundred years' _oblivion :-

(To Thomas Bewick, Esq.) 
"London, 64 Newman Street, 

June 25th, 1809. 

DEAR Srn,-'Had· I not. expected to have been in Scotland 
long ago, I certainly should have written to you before this : I 
thank you kindly for your exertions relative to my publication, 
The Grave ; a_nd if I could serve you here tenfold, b~ assured 
I should feel most happy to do it. I have riow the pleasure to 
state that l\fr Stothard and myself will leave London.-for Scotland 
on Tl).ursday next. He most anxiously hopes, as i do also, that 
we shall make Newcastle on our way !Jack, as he is very anxious 
t!J _Spend a day- witl~ so c:cll'.brated . a genius as a certain gentleman 
I cannot just now name. I do not believe ''"e can get our business 
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done in Scotland in less than two months, as our tour will be very 
extensive. I will bring with me the small portrait of ·Cunningham. 
I beg my kindest respects to: your good ·family, and Mr Stothard 
joins me in same to you.-,--! am, Dear Sir, Your obt. hbie. Servt. 

R.H. CROMEK." 

The next letter was written from the Th'1mes, off 
Gravesenct::....o.: -.· · - · 

(To Mrs R. H. Ori:miek.) 
·. ~· Ju_ne 29th, 1809. 

---,-! forgot · to pack~ :UP any portraits - ()f Dr. Currie. 
Desire Ann to look .out for them ; I think they are.in the cupboard 
upstairs. Let about twelv~·be sent-,two of .tlierri proofs. ;They 
must be put between two pieces of pasteboard, and tied \ight, 
with silver paper between ea~h, .and sent to Constables:t9-rriorrow 
if you get this in time . ... ·. , : '·-.c .~: 

R. H; C." 

Note the portraits of. Currie. · H9.s · anyb~dy got one 
of the proofs, . or even one of the ordinary' impressions ? 
" Ann " is CroID:·~k;s sister; and becomes· more important 
to us as we go. 'on: .. Cromek 11nq Stoth<trd arrived at 
Leith on ·Jriiy 7th, and 'it is nearly. a month later before 
the correspondence gives us news ~f them again. · Ciortt~k's 
memorandum ,,book notes that their m1ss10n was.: " to 
illustrate the writings of Burns " ; and that theinteryenino
month >vas fully occupied is · ~itnes.sed by the next twiI~
letter to Crome~'s \vjfe~nd sister, This.is the all~important 
one, and is calculated to . transfo~m all . :Burns men into 
human m9.:i:ks of interroga,tion. It is without date, but 
bears the London postmark, August 7th, 1809 :-

(To Mrs Cromek.) 

MY DEAREST Lo~E,-1 have purposely delayed writing till 
to-day, as I could not determine before wheri we should leave 
Edinb. We set off to-morrow's mail for Dumfries, where, if 
all be well, 'we shall arrive to-morrow night. I have thought it 
prudent to alter our route, on account of the precarious.state of Mrs 
Dunlop's health, who is between eighty and ninety and may suddenly 
give us the slip. 
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We shall therefore draw Jean, get clone at Dumfries and in 
Nithsdale, and go immediately down to Mauchline to Mrs Dunlop, 
&c. I wish either you or Ann to write the day after you receive 
this, and direct-·Mr Cromek, care of Mr James ]}J'Clure, DumfrieB . 
• . . You will be glad to hear that the undertaking is going on very 
well, and successfully. We have been to Haddington, and met 

THOMAS STOTHARD. 

Frcm the Painting by G. H. Harlow. Reproduced from Thoma s 
Stothard, R.A., by A. C. Coxhead, Published ori~inelly by 

Mr A. H. Bullen, nnd now by Messrs Sidgwicl< & Jecl<son. 

with the kindest reception from Gilbert. Fortunately the Poet's 
mother was there. In the portraits of Gilbert and the old woman, 
Stothard has succeeded to admiration. She is the most delicate 
and interesting sample of Human Nature that can be imagined. 
As for Jean, I do not doubt of her; and then the family will be 
secured, which is a grand object. 

·we have now the portraits of Mrs B=ns (the mot'1er), Gilbert 
Eurns, Lord Vi7ooclhourelee, Miss Burnett, Mr Gray of the High 
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School John Murdoch Robert Burns, and Neil Gow, the.celebrated 
fiddler'; besides views ~f Rosiin Castle, Roslin Chapel, Hawthornden, 
Edinburgh Town, two views up and down the High Street, a view 
-0£ the house where Allan Ramsay kept his shop, the Castle, the 
ruin of St. Anthony's Chapel above Holyrood House, and Fer
guson's tombstone, erected by Burns, in the Canongate Churchyard. 

From this statement, which I beg you to read with my warmest 
wishes to my friend Hopwood, you will see we have not been idle. 
Mr Stothard has also drawn a portrait of Constable, for which he 
.charges ten guineas." 

{To his Sister.) 

" MY DEAR ANN,-I wish you would go out to Mr Schiavonetti 
and see what he is about: I think it is very proper. Have you 
got any money for ·The Grave? 

You will find the copper of ·Tam o' Shanter ; I think the 
picture and proofs are with it. YOU Will find also in the top drawer 
-0f the bookcase, on a slip of paper, a sketch of the head of ' Tam,' 
by Stothard~ Give them to Mr Cooper, and desire him to lay 
in the head very neat.and carefully. Also to give character to the 
.background, and cover the drapery of the figure, turning the lines 
well in. as they approach the outline. Read this to him. 

The enclosed drawing give, with my compts., to Mr Middiman, 
No. 74 Upper Tichfield Street.· I spoke to ·him about it. You 
may tell him it is to be executed as he proposed, in his best style, 
for which I shall pay him fifteen guineas. . . . . I gave. old Mrs 
Burns a £10 note, with which she was well satisfied, and I was also 
greatly gratified~ . . . . I shall write to Mr Davies fr~m Ayrshire, 
after I have seen Mrs Dunlop. \Vhen you see Dr Buchan, tell 
:him I have bought:Pennycuik's Poems for him. You .will be sur
prised to hear that Burns has connected himself with a low book
seller in London, of the name of. Dick-(Dirty Dick)-to edit a 
.collection of Scots songs, including two hundred of his father's
.many of them the property of Cadell & Davies. Don't mention it." 

It will be remembereJ fo'.l.t the Stothard Illustrations 
.of Burns, published in 1814, were twelve scenes taken from 
the poems. What, then, has become of all these sketches 
of "Burns People" 1 Where are they.1 Does anyone 
know the whereabouts of any one of them,. or of any un
known, possibly n:ime\ess, sketches which this letter, and 
the more minute .information given further on, would help 
t:.i identify as the missin~ ix>:traits an1 vie.vs ~ . 
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And what about; the copper of Tam o' Shanter, and 
Stothard's head of " ·Tam" ? Where are they, and was 

ROBERT HARTLEY CROMEK, 

Edi tor of Reliaues of Burns . 

From a Pencil Sketch by T. H. Cromek, the Water·colour Arti 3 ... 
Drawn as a Frontispiece for the unpublished Memoir referred to 

in Mr Davidson Cook·s article. 

any use ever made of them ? The author of the Cromek 
Memoirs cannot help us greatly. He says:-

" There are several portions of this letter which require 
elucidation. I regret I can throw but little light upon them. In. 
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the first place, I have never been able to ascertain the precise object 
my father had in view when he engaged llfr Stothard to make all 
these drawings for him. I can only imagine that he .contemplated 
the publication of a very complete series of illustrations to Burns's 
works, but which, from reasons unknown to me, was never brought 
out. From his allusion to the one plate of Tam o' Shanter, it:is 
evident that the set of twelve illustrations, published at a later 
period, was then in progress." 

In a letter from Cromek to Bewick, dated December 
20th, 1809, alluding to Stothard, he says : " He remained 
nine weeks in Scotland, and I was there thirteen." Stot
hard arrived in Scotland on July 7th, and in the letter 
postmarked London, August 7th, we have seen how much 
he accomplished in something less than a month. This 
suggests a proportion sum : if he did so much (specified) 
in a month, how much mare (not specified) must he have 
done in nine weeks ? From an incidental reference in a 
letter from Cromek to Davies, his publisher, which, though 
not noted in the Life of Cromek, is included in the Earnock 
MSS., we gather that their itinerlary included the Highlands. 

Coming back to our Crom~k volume, we are " all ears " 
to the Wakefield artist when he tells us:-

"Now with regard to the portraits: I had very frequent· 
opportnnities of seeing them almost daily, in the years 1833-34. 
They were all very highly finished pencil drawings, the heads being 
about 2! inches long ; and at these periods they were in the 
possession of a very near relative .. of my father's, between whom 
and my mother an estrangement of many years had existed. 

These drawings, and various other things, once belonging to my 
father, were withdrawn from his widow; and ·thus I had been 
deprived, most unjustly, of what was mine by inheritance. I 
will only add, that through my persuasion, based solely on selfish. 
grounds on my part, a reconciliation took place, and by dint of clever 
manceuvring, I managed to obtain from my relative many interest
ing and valuable articles· which had formerly been in my father's. 
possession. 

The Portraits alluded to above I never could persuade her 
to give me; where they are now, after her death and that of her 
husband, I know not, neither have I at present any means of 
ascertaining." 
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Obviously the "very near relative" was Cromek's 
sister: Ann. Fortunately for our hopes of following this 
master-clue, Ann did not marry a "nobody." Her 
husband was John Black, editor of The Morning Chronicle, 

GILBERT BURNS 

(The Poet's Brother). 

From the Howie Silhouette. 

who retired in 1843, sold his books in 1844, and died at 
Snodland, near Maidstone, on June 15th, 1855. Ann 
was ten years older than Black, and probably pre-deceased 
him. The Stothard drawings do not figure in Black's 
Book Sale Catalogue, and the question is, Were they in 
Black's possession-and if so, what happened to them-
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when he died in the cottage . of his benefactor, Walter 
Coulson? 

Black was a friend of James Gray of the Edinburgh 
High School, a friend of the Poet, who taught his children 
in Dumfries. Two long letters from Gray to Cromek 
figure in the Memoir. One vital quotation must suffice. 
Cromek wrote confidently: "As for Jean, I do not doubt 
of her." But in a letter dated 19th March, 1810, Gray 
writes : " I S'.1W Gilbert Burns a few days ago. He was 
sorry to learn that Jean had refused to sit to Stothard. 
He said he thought she owed this to Cadell & Davies; and 
had he suspected it, he would have written to her on the 
subject." 

Though the writer of the Cromek Memoir says he could 
not ascertain why his father engaged Stothard to make these 
drawings, surely the fact that Gilbert Burns thought that 
Bonnie Jean owed it to Cadell & Davies to sit to Stothard is 
a sufficient indication that the publishers were behind 
Cromek's scheme, and to some extent, if not altogether, 
responsible for the ambitious tour ; but why the illustrations 
actually used were restricted to twelve, and why the sketches 
of the Burns folk, including that "most delicate sample of 
Human Nature," the· Poet's mother, never emerged at all, 
is a mystery which needs elucidation. 

Further on in the MS. there is a letter from Roscoe 
to Cromek, dated 24th October, 1811, one sentence of which 
strengthens tlie idea that the " key " lies in the archives of 
Cadell & Davies, and implies that even at that date, the 
precise use to be made of the sketches, and the scope and 
extent of the projected publication, had not yet been 
defined. Roscoe queries: "Have you yet adjusted your 
plans with Cadell & Davies for the 'Illustrations oI the 
Bard.'"? 

Possibly the fact that Cromek died soon after, in March, 
1812 (at forty years of age-not forty-five as given in the 
Burns Calendar), nearly two years before the issue of the 
volume of illustrations, may have some bearing on the 
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mystery. Cromek may have magnified his mi<>sion, or 
Cadell & Davies may have "lost notion," and whittled 
down the " grand object " of the tour, the engraver's 
demise and preceding ill-health being factors, facilitating 
the emasculation of "the undertaking." So far the j 
sketches have not eventuated. 

DAVIDSON COOK. 

By courtesy of " The Bookman," to whom we are also indebted 

for the blocks illustrating the article. 

---



DEATH OF A GREAT-GRANDDAUGHTER 

OF ROBERT BURNS. 

A NOTHER link with the Poet has been broken 
by the death of his great-granddaughter, Miss 

:Margaret Constance Burns Hutchinson, at Cheltenham, on 

MARGARET CO N STA NC E BURNS HUTCHINSON. 

,Saturday, Sth December, 1917, after a brief illness. Her 
mother, Sarah Burns, was the elder daughter of the Poet's 
fourth son, Lieutenant-Colonel James Glencairn Burns, 
who, after many yea,rs' service in Inuia, settled at Chelten
ham, and died there in 1865. H '?r mother married Dr 
,V. B. Hutchinson, and livei for some time in Austra.lia, 
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but after Dr Hutchinson's death in 1862 she and her young 
children returned to the family home at Cheltenham. 
There Miss Burns Hutchinson was brought up, and since 
her mother's death in 1909 she and her aunt, Miss Annie 
B. Burns, have lived ·together. In 1896 Miss Burns 
Hutchinson and her aunt visited Scotland in connection 
with the Burns Centenary celebrations, and had places of 
honour at the great gatherings at Dumfries, Glasgow, and 
l\fauchline. The National Burns Memorial and Cottage 
Homes at Mauchline specially appealed to them. During 
their stay in Glasgow they visited the Burns Exhibition 
and the cottage and monument at Alloway. Miss Burns 
Hutchinson came north again on several occasions. Among 
her intimate friends she was called Daisy, perhaps because 
the poem "To a Daisy " was one of her mother's·favourites. 
Well educated and widely read, of a singularly frank, 
happy temperament, with much of the Poet's intellectual 
power, she was· a delightful personality. She had also 
a striking resemblance to the Poet in feature as represented 
in the Nasmyth portrait. She is survived by two sisters, 
Mrs Burns Scott, of Adelaide, and Mrs Burns Gowring, 
wife of the principal of St. Bede's School, Eastbourne ; by 
her brothP,r, Robert Burns Hutchinson, British Columbia, 
and by her aged aunt, Miss Annie B. Burns, now in her 
83rd year, the only surviving granddaughter of the Poet, 
to all of wh01:1 the warmest sympathy of lov~rs of Burns 
is certain to be extended. Miss Margaret Constance died 
unmarried. A portrait of her appeared in Chronicle No. 
IV., 1895. 

_L--._..-.. _____ _ ---· 



REVIEvVS. 

A NrcHT WI' BURNS, IN ST.· MICHAEL'S CHURCHYARD, DUMFRIES. 

Tms is a queer booklet, written under the nom de plume " Lore
burnian," and sold at the modest price of twopence, by Messrs· 
l\Ienzies, Ltd., Holmes & Co., Ltd., and "\Vm. Love, booksellers, 
Glasgow. The author entertains very extreme views on the liquor 
question, which find expression in a vehement and wholesale 
denunciation of Burns Clubs for " associating the name of Burns· 
with drink and drunkenness." He wrote an article on the subject,. 
and offered it to the Scotsman, the editor of which journal very 
politely declined it, but said he would " stand " a letter on the 
subject if the writer would be good enough to express himself in 
that form. The letter was also declined, an illustration, our author· 
says, " of the fickleness of the editorial mind." But it did not 
matter much, seeing he has printed it himself as part of the 
twopenceworth. Follows a song on " The Cult of the Crystal 
Chalice," from which we extract a sample stanza :-

" The Book o' Rab wi' unction states 
That man to man should be a brither, 

And aye the best, the surest pruif, 
Is get tin' fou wi' ane anither." 

'Ye cannot deny, for Burns has said it, that "Tam lo'ed him 
like a very brither," for the simple and solitary reason that " they 
had been fou for weeks thegither " ; but the clubs are not exclusively 
composed of Tams and Souters ; as a matter of fact, some of them 
are run on strict T.'l'. lines without any bar to admission to the 
benefits of the Federation. 

The Psalmist said in his haste that all men are liars, and our 
author has similarly erred in assuming that all unpledged men, 
Burnsian and otherwise, are drunkards. Still, it is undeniable that 
there are some drunkards and quite as many liars still to the fore. · 

At the end of the song comes the" Nicht wi' Burns "-a packet 
of "moighty foine wroiting," in which Burns's wraith is introduced 
in the guise of a T.T. orator. Pearls fall from his lips, and here 
is one of them, de~criptive of an anniversary meeting :-

"The glutton-faced sensualists shouting and jerking the words· 
with sibilant incoherence through lips thick with glutinous alcoholic. 
slime, and exhaling from the rumbling gutters in their muckle 
wames a smell as foul and sickening as the stink of a rotten hedgehog." 
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This is strong-stronger than haggis with nothing to wash it 
down. Towards the end of his "vision," "Loreburnian" tells 
us that he saw "a sentence in flaming letters" (traced by wireless, 
we suppose) on the vault of heaven, from which issued "millions 
of magnetic currents, and concentrated themselves into one point 
in the centre of my forehead." 

That explains it--we mean the queerness of the booklet. 
Visions of that supernatural kind are not the monopoly of teetotalers,, 
though, strange to say, they usually have a similar cerulean back· 
ground. " Loreburnian " would do well to eschew the pen till the 
"magnetic currents" have subsided. 

ROBERT BURNS AS A FREEMASON. 

THIS beautiful brochure, a most desirable acquisition for any Burns 
eollection, irrespective of the speciality of its subject, preserves 
in printed form a lecture delivered to the Edinburgh Right Wor
shipful Masters' and Past Masters' Association, on 13th October, 
1916, by Mr '\Vm. Lawson, P.M., Lodge St. David, Edinburgh, No. 36, 
and forms a most appropriate addendum to the article dealing 
with the same subject, reprinted in the Chronicle of last year. Of 
all accounts of Burns's connection with llfasonry (and they are 
many), this is the most comprehensive, concise, and reliable which 
has appeared. Its value is enhanced by some dozen and a half 
photogravures executed in the highest style of the art. The Brethren 
everywhere should secure a copy. 

BURNS AND THE MERRY MASONS. 

THIS is a small pamphlet in rhyme (Dundee : F. M. Sparks ; price 
3d), by Mr '\V. Harvey, in which Tam o' Shanter is re-incarnated 
and introduced to the light by a core of merry Masons with all the 
mysterious rites of the craft, supplemented by a few extras impro
vised for the occasion, The " mirth and fun are fast and furious " 
all through the composition, which is in llfr Harvey's most humorous 
vein. 

BURNS AND THE vVAR: Hrs llfESSAGE TO THE NATION. 

THIS, in pamphlet form, is the sermon delivered before the Glasgow 
and District Burns Association, in St. George's Parish Church, Glas
gow, on 28th January, 1917, by the Rev. Donald Macmillan, D.D., 



109 

Minister of Kelvinhaugh Parish Church. The proceeds of the sale 
.are dovoted by the Association to the funds of the Burns Homes 
at Mauchline, the price per copy being 3d. It is an excellent address, 
and deserved the high encomiums passed upon it by the Press at 
the date of its delivery. The reverend author is an enthusiastio 
Burnsian and broad-minded clergyman. We heartily commend 
the pamphlet to every member of a Burns Club. 

CATALOGUE OF THE BURNS Musmnr, COTTAGE HOMES, 

MAUCHLINE. 

Tms catalogue of th'3 objects of Burns interest which the committee 
-Of the Cottage Homes has brought together is prefaced by a valuable 
history of the formation of the Memorial, by Mr Thomas Killin, 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, who has been one of the leading 
spirits of the Memorial from its inception onwards. During that 
time his enthusiasm has never flagged, and we trust his carefully 
compiled catalogue will be the means of drawing many more 
l3urnsians to the llfauchline shrine for which he has done so much. 
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CLUB NOTES. 
[COMMUNICATED.] 

THE LONDON ROBERT BURNS CLUB. 

FUSION WITH LONDON BURNS CLUB. 

As this will be the principal business at the Adjourned Annual 
Meeting, it has been suggested that a complete story of the negotiationS' 
should be placed before the Members, who are asked to 11)-ake every 
possible effort to attend the meeting on Monday next, 4th June, 

at 6 p.m. 
The idea of fusion between the London Robert Burns Club 

and the London Burns Club was mentioned by Mr Will in connection 
with the Birthday Celebration by the great Scottish Gathering to 
Colonial Soldiers at Queen's Hall, as he felt it would be a good oppor· 
tnnity of enlisting sympathy and establishing friendly relations 
with the other Club. The idea was heartily approved by the 
Committee and Mr Will was empowered to use his influence to bring 
about at least consideration of the matter. He got in touch with 
a past Chairman of the London Burns Club who is a personal friend, 
and after a conversation wrote a letter, of which the following are 
extracts:-

27th November, 1916.-" For two associations, existing in a 
manner in opposition, professing fidelity to the memory of the man 
who wrote of the time when ' Man to man, the warld o'er, shall 
brithers be for a' that,' is an anachronism if it be nothing worse. 
I feel sure that there must be men on your Committee who agree 
with me that it is wrong to perpetuate the absurdity of two separate 
Burns Clubs in London. If so, let us get together and see where 
there are difficulties and have them removed. There can be no 
principle involved ; if there were, then Heaven help the man who 
would endeavour to bring ·warring Scotsmen together. I believe 
there is nothing worse in this matter than a little of our native 
stubbornness, which should yield to gentle treatment. The time 
is ripe for reconciliation. We are in the midst of a war which 
is breaking down convention and levelling men of all classes in society, 
and which is making men realise more than ever the absolute truth 
of the Poet's dictum: ' A man's a man for a' that.' Our boys, 
fighting for a great cause, are forcing us to forget the small trifles 
that separate us and reminding us of the many objects which we 
must have in common which must be advantaged by our amal· 
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gamation. As I explained to you, I shall be President of our Club 
next year, all being well, and by me standing aside and allowing 
your nominee to take the chair of the united clubs, we have an 
opportunity of coming together that may not present itself again 
soon. Into the Great Scottish Rally at the Queen's Hall on 25th 
January next we can put our united efforts. The object is a good 
one-the recognition of our Colonial soldiers of Scottish extraction 
who have come to the Mother Country at this crisis in our history 
and who will carry to their distant homes a feeling of brotherh.ood, 
and a knowledge that the Robert Burns Club does stand for some
thing more than an annual feast or two. I hope your deliberations 
will meet with every success, and perhaps you will tell your Com. 
mittee that I have the authority of my Committee for asking your 
Club to consider the matter." 

A second letter, dated 4th December, 1916, regretted the fact 
that the London Burns Club could not agree to fusion:-

" Personally ·r am against two Burns Clubs in London. There 
is no excuse for them, and had I been voting on the subject I should 
certainly have opposed two Federated Clubs in London until it was 
shown that there was some fundamental reason for the existence 
of the two, and until it was found impossible to reeoncile the con
flicting interests. I am firmly convinced that there is no difference 
between our Clubs that prevents fusion ; I am as firmly convinced 
that the existence of our two Clubs is an outrage on the name and memory of Robert Burns." 

This was followed· by a luncheon to which were invited from 
the London Burns Club, Messrs Fraser, Cormack, Guthrie, and 
Hamilton; and from the London Robert Burns Club, the Pre
sident, Vice-President, M:r Neil Turner, and the Hon. Secretary. 
Avery happy meeting followed, and the London Burns Club members 
were quite anxious to help the Concert, but mentioned that the 
question of nationality of membership was a stumbling- block to 
fusion which could not be got over. There the matter ended, 
l\1r Will reporting progress to the .Committee. 

The next step was the receipt of the following letter from l\1r Harry Lauder :-

The Bonnington Hotel, W.C., 
lOth 111ay, 1917. To the ~Members of the London Robert Burns Club. 

GENTLEMEN, 

'Ye are now passing through the darkest period of the world's history. The great struggle has gathered together from all parts 
of the world the noblest and best of our race, · 

" That man to man, the Empire o'er, 
Shall brothers be for a' that." 
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The great cementing process is in full operation. Our Colonies 
have· returned to the bosom of their mither, whose cheeks are dripping 
with tears of gratitude. The family circle of the British Empire 
is now comnlete and its aim is one. I am writing this to still 
further th0 ~ementing of our race. Here in London, the heart of 
-0ur Empire, we must bear example that-

" :Man to man, the warld o'er, 
Shall brithers be for a' that." 

The time has arrived to certify that the sentiment of Burns 
is in our hearts and not our minds alone. Therefore let me suggest 
there should be only one Burns Club in London. Let us not be 
divided ; scatter doubts and sunder difficulties. Let the gospel 
of Scotia's Bard be the creed of those who meet to practise what 

he preached-
" Fraternity, Fellowship, and Faith." 

While the broken, !Jleeding hearts in our land are crying out for a 
shake of the hand and a smile from the face that has paid the great 
price, may we knit closer together for the glory of our Country and 
the comfort of our fellow-man. This is the humble sentiment of, 

Yours sincerely, (Signed) HARRY LAUDER. 

This was considered by the Committee at their meeting on 
'Wednesday, 16th May, and they had no difficulty in coming to the 
following conclusions :-

(I) To thank Mr Lauder. 
(2) To appoint a Committee of six to meet six of the London 

Burns Club. 
(3) To ask Mr Lauder to preside. 

This Committee· met on Tuesday, 22nd May, at the Holborn 
Restaurant, and Mr Lauder took the chair. Mr Lauder outlined 
the scheme of amalgamation, and in his opening remarks placed the 
discussion on a very high plane by pointing out that Burns did not 
writ~. exclusively for Scotsmen, but was a heritage of the whole 
world, and wrote for humanity. He earnestly pleaded for com
plete fusion and amalgamation, and a strong and united effort on 
the p:irt of a united Burns Club in London to further the gospel 
which ;the Poet had preached so eloquently. Mr Garioch Whyte 
followed, and in a few well-chosen remarks"gave a 'warm welcome 
to the other Club. l\ir Will followed and made a statement of what 
the:Committee was prepared to reco~end our Club to agree to:-

L· The Burns Club President to be President ·for the first year 
of the united club ; 

2. The President-elect of the. London Robert Burns Club to be 
Vice-President of the united club. 

----· 
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3 .. Treasurer of each Club to be Joint Treasurers. 
Secretary of each Club to be Joint Secretaries. 

4. Committee of equal numbers of each Club. to decide rules, &c., 
the Chairman to have no casting vote, but 

5. l\fr Harry Lauder to be independent arbiter in case of dispute. 

Mr Lauder then asked if the London Robert Burns Club were 
unanimous in favour of fusion, and on being answered in the 
affirmative, asked the London Burns Club to state their objections. 
They were:-

1. Nationality; their rules admitting only Scotsmen, or meTh 
of Scottish descent ; 

2. The Subscription, 5s against our guinea ; 
3. The disposition of the Benevolent Fund ; 
4. The admission of Ladies as Members. 

Our Committee were quite agreeable to meet the other Club 
on all these points except nationality, and after general discussion 
round the table, the following resolution was proposed by ]\fr 

M'Farlane, seconded by Mr Hamilton, Hon. Secretary of the London 
Burns Club and carried unanimously :-" That it is the opinion of 
the Meeting that the two Clubs should amalgamate, and that a Com
mittee be appointed to discuss details." Mr Lauder, who has taken 
an extraordinary interest in this matter, expressed himself as highly 
gratified with the result. 

The Rev. G. Adam took the chair on ]\fr Lauder's departure, 
and continued the discussion on the same high level as Mr Lauder 
had opened it, urging the universality of the Poet's message, and 
the necPssity of all his followers being equally broadminded. 

P. N. M'FARLANE, Hon. Secretary, 

London Robert Burns Club. 

SUNDERLAND .. BURNS CLUB. 

ANNUAL REPOR:r. 

For the third time in our history we arc called upon to issue 
our Annual Report with the war still raging. On every side we 
see our foes sullenly giving way, and it needs no prophetic eye to 
see in the near future the triumphant success of our gallant sailors 
and soldiers. Deep down in every heart is the fond hope that ere 
another Annual Report arrives the thundering of the guns shall 
have ceased and that peace, which we all desire, shall have b0u 
proclaimed, 
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Under the Defence of the Realm Act and Orders by the Food 
Controller many of our liberties have been temporarily sacrificed, 
yet we have been able to keep our work well maintained. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual General Meeting of last ye,ar was well attended. 
The reports submitted were well received, and the officers for the 
ensuing year elected. 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER. 

The Anniversary Dinner was held on Thursday, 25th January, 
1917. It was of special significance as it celebrated the coming 
of age of the Club. A large compl}ny assembled to celebrate the 
158th Anniversary of the Poet's birth and the 2lst birthday of the 
Club. Mr W. H. Turner (Hon. President), occupied the chair, 
and was supportf'.d by a distinguished company of gentlemen. The 
guest of the evening was Dr Hugh Robertson, Harrogate. In 
the course of an excellent speech he dealt with the Poet's sympathy, 
his genius, his love of country and his satire. "His great powers 
of satire wonld have written in brass the description of the Huns, 
which would have remained for all time." 

A pleasing feature of the gathering was the presence of a number 
of the Military Representatives, including a number of wounded 
soldiers from the various Hospitals. The Club Pipers again added 
lustre to the gathering by their smart appearance and creditable 
performance. 

" CHRONICLE." 

We are pleased to report an increase in the number of readers 
of this excellent work, which comes to us full of useful and interest
ing matter. It is pleasing to note that it has been issued in its usual 
size, as fears were expressed that, owing to the restrictions on paper, 
it might be curtailed. 'l'he Editor is to be congratulated on his 
efforts in the present and past numbers of the Chronicle. May 
he be long spared to direct the issue is the fervent wish of every 
Burnsonian. . 

The present number contains an excellent article on " Burns's 
Songs and th~ir Music," which is worthy of being read by every 
member of the Burns Club ; in this connection there appears the 
correspondence which took place in the Sunderland Daily Echo 
in 1914 on "Auld Lang Syne." This gives it, so far as we are con
cerned, a local interest, and shows that though Scotsmen are " far 
frae hame," the love of Country and her songs are carefully 
gua~ded. 

THE PIPE BAND. 

The work of the Pipe Band has been continued during the 
year under the able guidance of Pipe-Major Graham, who has devoted 
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bis energies in training new recruits. During the year Bugle-Major 

Dent and Drum-Major Macdonald have been relieved from further 

active service and transferred to civil life. \Ve welcome the return 

.of these men, and hope they may soon be restored fo renewed health 

and strength. We regret to learn that Piper Clark has fallen sick 

and is in hospital in France. It was a pleasure to meet with Piper 

Phillips, on leave from France, at our meeting in May, and to see 

him fit and well in spite of the hardships encountered during his 

foreign service. Lieut. Stephenson, Sergt. Nacey, A. D. Mitchell, 

R.N.R., are all well and doing their " bit" iri their own way. May 

we be able soon to give them all a hearty welcome " hame " is the 

sincere wish of every member of the Club. Dr A. Mac:rintosh has 

taken up Military duty during the year. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Vle have to record the loss of a valued member in the late Mr 

.J. Traill, which took place under such tragic circumstances on 

26th October, 1916. His connection with the Club did not cover 

twelve months, but during that time he had taken an intelligent 

.and sympathetic interest in all our work ; he was a regular attender 

.at our meetings, and his genial manner endeared him to all. 

We have also the sad duty to report the loss of a son of one of 

.our members, who has fallen in the defence of his country. This 

is the first break, so far as we know, in our circle, and we trust we 

may be spared from making further records. 

Private \V. H. Calvert, Royal Canadian Rifles, was, previous 

to going to Canada, engaged as a chemist in Annan. On the out

.break of war he offered his services in defence of his country, and 

.came over among the first contingents of the Canadian Forces. He 

had considerable service with the Forces at the Front, until his death 

took place somewhere on the "Somme." Our sympathies go 

.out to the sorrowing parents in their sad loss, who have another 

son on active service. 

\Vhile the great majority of our members are beyond that 

Jimit where they are allowed to undertake Military Service, they 

are sending forth their sons to uphold the noble heritage of our 

.country, of which we are all so proud. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

We commenced the year with sixty-one members, while we 

·have added during the twelve months ten new members. We 

have lost one by death, while resignations and removals from the 

district account for five more, leaving us at the end of .the year with 

.sixty-five, a gain of four on the year. 
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It is pleasing to note the continued prosperity which has 
attended our meetings during the year, and we trust the interest 
thus displayed may be long continued. Our thanks are due to 
our President, Mr T. E. A. A. Shaw, for his forethought in breaking 
fresh ground during his term of office by inviting the ladies to attend 
the opening meeting of the Session. A large company of ladies· 
and gentlemen accepted the invitation of the President and Miss 
Shaw, including a number of wounded soldiers froni the various
hospitals, who met in the Palatine Hotel, on llth October, and wer& 
welcomed by the host and hostess. Our Hon-President proposed 
" The Visitors,'' which was responded to by Sergeant Morrison, 
Cameron Highlanders, and R. J\I. Graham, Esq., Vice-President· 
of the Newcastle Burns Club. 

We have to acknowledge the kindness of several gentlemen 
during the year-to the Rev. J chn J\facColl for his gift to our Library 
of his book A Short Sketch of Hugh MacOoll, our late Past President; 
to William Will, Esq., Vice-President of the London Robert Burn& 
Club, for a photo of the pai~ting of Sir Thomas Oliver, Hon.-Col. 
Ist Tyneside Scottish, which has been suitably framed and adorns· 
our meeting room; to our late Pipe-Major, Mr George Murray, 
for his framed photograph in full Highland costume and pipes,. 
which also finds an honoured place in our room ; to Councillor· 
G. W. Bain, for his gift of old prints, bills, programmes, &c., in. 
connection with the Centenary celebrations of the Poet held in 
Sunderland in 1859. May I also take this opportunity of expressing: 
my gratitude to the members for the great honour paid me in 
acknowledging my services as your Secretary for almost twenty-one 
years. To the Committee who organised, and to all who by their· 
kindness and presence made the gathering such a success, I tender· 
my heartfelt thanks. I can assure you that whatever my short
comings may have been in the past-and I feel they have been. 
many-the kindness shown me may influence me for greater service 
in the future in the interest of our Sunderland Burns Club. 

OUR SECRETARY : AN APPRECIATION. 

Twenty-one years' service is a big slice in a man's life, and yet" 
to the man who has an interest in what he is doing, the time is all. 
too short to perfect his work. It was a bold venture launrhing· 
the Burns Club, seeing that two ~imilar Societies had existed for a· 
time, and then gone asleep never to ~aken. '\Vith a good Secretary 
any Society may live and develop as' that Society shapes its course,. 
and that course is always influenced by those who take an interest .. 
This Club met a want, and soon co-ordinated the very best type of 
Scotsmen in its ranks. This has been the work of a faithful body· 
of men, and especially of l\Ir Neilson. At all times courteousr 
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pleasant and ever willing, working as only a man can who has a 

conviction that good is being done, and that we are all the better 

for meeting and talking our own dialect, sing

ing our own songs and helping each other. 

Kilmarnock has given us many good men, 

and among them the Secretary of the Sunder

land Burns Club, and we appreciate all that 

has been done. The splendid meetings, th6 

hearty response, and the loyalty of the mem. 

bers all prove this. He is now well up in 

every department of the work, and there is· 

none more faithful, none more loyal, and none 

Mr M. Nmsox, so assiduous in duty. Though latterly a 

sunderr~~e~~iiis Club. Kilmarnock man, l\ir Neilson spent his youth 

in Kilmaurs, and received his education at the

Parish School under the tuition of Mr M'Naught, President of the 

Burns Federation. ·w. H. T. 

1916. SYLLABUS-1916-1917. 

Oct. ll. Opening Social, Ladies' Night-The President and Miss. 

Shaw. 
Nov. 8. Some ·whistle Binkie Contributors-Mr G. Mitchell. 

Dec. 13. " The Songstresses of Scotland "-Mr G. Mackay. 

1917. 
Jan. 10. "Burns in Ellisland "-Mr ,V. l\L Donaldson. 

Jan. 
Feb. 

Mar. 
April 
May 
May 
Sept. 

25. "The Immortal Memory"-Dr Hugh Robertson, Harrogate. 

14. " The Local Centenary Celebrations "-Councilior G. 'V. 

Bain. Presented by W. H. Turner. 

14. " Symbolism and some of its instances "-Mr R. C. Lyness. 

ll. Musical Evening-The Members. 

2. Presentation to the Secretary. 

9. Election of Officers. . Annual Meetin.g. 

12. Business Meeting. 
M. NEILSON, Hon. Secretary. 

GLASGOW AND DISTRICT BURNS ASSOCIATION. 

The Association has now completed its tenth year, and the- J 

question of celebrating the event is to be considered at next Executive 

Meeting. The number of Clubs on the roll is as last year, viz., 39. 

The Burns Statue, in George Square, was decorated as in former· 

years by the Association, assisted by tbe Rosebery, Carlton, Sandy

ford, and Tam o' Shanter Clubs. Several successful dinners were 

held in January, and a collection was taken by the Tam o' Shante1· 

Club on behalf of the Mauchline House. A large number of £ nni-
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·~ersary greetings were received on behalf of the Association, including 

.St. Louis and San Francisco Clubs. Since last Annual Meeting the 

Executive regret to announce the death of Mr John Wilson, of 

the "Scottish Patriot," a member of committee. A letter of 

sympathy was sent to his wife and family. 

As was arranged at last Annual Meeting, a Burns Anniversary 

Religious Service was held in St. George's Church on Sm;1day, 28th 

January, when the Rev. Dr M'Millan of Kelvinhaugh Parish Church 

delivered an address entitled" Burns and his Message for .the Times." 

·There was a very large attendance. A collection on· beh.alf of the 

Mauchline House Beneficiaries was taken, amounting to ·£13 14s. 

The Religious Service will now be held annually. Dr M'Millan's 

.sermon was published by the Association, and is also being pub· 

lished by Messrs Gordon, of Paisley. 

On 29th November last Mr M'Whannell reported that the 

mason work of Dr MacKenzie's house was practically completed, 

and that the other work would proceed as soon as possible. At 

the meeting of the House Committee, held on lOth October, there 

was a feeling that the work of renovating the house should proceed, 

but fears were expressed that the Ministry of Munitions would not 

. sanction the operations. Mr M'Whannel! and Mr Cowie went to 

Mauchline on 13th October to get an estimate of the entire cost of 

renovation. They now report that the work can proceed at once, 

.and the Association decided to do so. When the purchase of Dr 

MacKenzie's house was made it was not found possible to do any. 

thing more than perform some repairs, but it has now been arranged 

to proceed immediately with the complete restoration of the house, 

from plans prepared by Mr Ninian M'Whannel!, architect, and it is 

hoped that by the spring the place will be opened with excellent 

accommodation for at least four aged persons, ·the same number 

as are presently housed in the Burns House. Mr Findlay, of Mauch

Iine, is to have charge of the tradesmen's work, he having already 

.done the same with excellent results for the Burns House. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Association, held in the Royal 

Hotel, Glasgow, on 25th October, complete arrangements were made 

·for going on with the work, and in addition to an endowment fund 

-0f £100 already in hand, subscriptions amounting to nearly £200 

were intimated. These include the gift of £100 from Mr C. R. Cowie, 

£25 from Mr A. C. Riddall, and £25 from Mr Hugh M'Co!l. An 

.appeal will be issued for further subscriptions from those interested. 

It was reported at the meeting that the number of ·visitors to the 

Burns House had been remarkable, considering the present state 

.of affairs, and that considerable additions had been made to the 

Museum in the shape of gifts of books, prints, &c., from various 

·well·known Burnsians. 
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Perhaps the matter of greatest moment to the Burns cult 
during this session has been the proposed removal of the ·Greenock 
West Parish Church and the desecration of "Highland Mary's" 
Grave. A great deal of correspondence has taken place with the 
Greenock Club, Mr M'Naught, and others, and there have also been 
many letters in the Press ; and this Association has decided to 
give all assistance in its power to oppose the scheme. 

The Association's Annual Outing to l\fauchline took place on 
Saturday, l5th September, and there was a gratifying attendance. 
The Burns House was visited, and found to be in a satisfactory state. 

BRIDGETON BURNS CLUB. 

DIRECTORS' REPORT, APRIL, 1917. 

Another year has come and gone, and still this unfortunate war 
is with us. Many of our friends have paid the last sacrifice for 
our country, in order that the freedom for which our National 
Poet so much used his pen should be a heritage for future generations. 
After many dark clouds " the Silver Lining " is now appearing, 
and everything points to a successful and lasting peace for hearth 
and home. 

The School Competitfons were the only public duties which 
your Directors set the~elves to during the past year, and these 
were most successful through the assistance of the various schools 
in the district, although their staffs were much depleted. The 
Directors fully appreciate the able assistance given by all the school 
teachers who helped in these Competitions, and to the Examiners 
-Mr Peter White and Mr George Newton-who, as usual, placed 
their good services at the disposal of the Directors. 

At the conclusion of the Choir Competition for the Silver 
Shield, the President, Mr Adam C. Hay, intimated that he would 
present a Silver Cup to the Club to take the place of second prize 
in connection with the Choir Competitions, and to be held on the 
same conditions as the Shield, which the Directors had much pleasure 
in accepting. 

The Annual .Concert and Presentation of Prizes took place in 
the Mechanics' Hall on Friday, 26th January last, where the prizes 
were presented to the successful competitors as follows, viz. :
The Club Shield for first place in connection with the Choir Com
petition was presented to N ewlands Public School, under the 
conductorship of Miss Jessie Anderson Boyd Rodgers, who last 
year received a baton and was the recipient this year of a silver 
card case; and the Silver Cup presented by the President, Mr Hay, 
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as second in the Competition, was awarded to the Choir of Tureen 

Street Public School, under the conductorship of Mr Alex. Scrymgeour. 

Gold Medals for Solo Singing were presented to Isa Doey, Calton 

School ; and Annie Lochhead, John Street School. Silver Medafa 

to Margaret Rule, Hannah Wallace, and William Withers, New. 

lands School; Isa Begg, Strathclyde School; and John M'Clure, 

Queen Mary Street School. 

Twenty.four Prizes and Certificates were awarded to the 

members of the N ewlands Public School Choir, and 63 handsome 

book prizes-Poetical Works of Robert Burns-were presented to 

the scholars of the various schools who took part in the Literature 

Competition, as follows :-Calton, 16; Campbellfield, 4; Buchanan 

Institute, 4; Dalmarnock, 7 ; Rozier Street, 5; Newlands, 3; 

Rumford Street, 6; · Strathclyde, 4; Springfield, 5; Tureen 

Street, 9. 

Sir John Ure Primrose, Bart., was present a~d gave a stirring 

address on our National Poet. 

A most successful Matinee and Auction Sale was held on 30th 

October, which realised a handsome sum for War Charities. 

On th~ 25th January, our President took the opportunity of 

inviting the Directors to a dinner in the Grosvenor Restaurant, 

and after those present had done full justice to the good things 

provided, the following toasts were duly honoured :-" The King," 

" The Queen," " The Prince of Scotland and the Royal Family," 

after which the Chairman, continuing, in an able speech, proposed 

the " Immortal Memory." 

During the past year 27 new members have been added to the 

Club, making a total of 475. 

In connection with the Rabbie Burm• Matinee, promoted by 

the Bridgeton Burns Club, in aid of the Princess Louise Limbless 

Sailors' and Soldiers' Hospital, Erskine House, held in the Pavilion 

Theatre, President Adam C. Hay and Secretary John G. S. Sproll 

had pleasure in attending at the Municipal Chambers and handing 

to the Right Hon. The Lord Provost, J. W. Stewart, a cheque 

value £1147 2s, being the proceeds cf the above Matinee. 

JOHN C. S. SPROLL, Secretary. 

SCOTTISH BURNS CLUB. 

The result of the Club's activities during the past session hafl 

been eminently satisfactory, while the attendance and membership 

have both been on a progressive scale. A feature of our:Club i:Y 
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the "Ladies' Nights," of which there are two during the session, 
and which again brought about a very large turnout on both 
.occasions. The " Immortal Memory " address, on 25th January, 
was given by George Eyre Todd, Esq. 

During the past session we have to record the death of Mr John 
.,Vilson, who was a member and ex-President of our Club. l\fr 
'Vilson was well known in Scotland among Burns Clubs and kindred 
Associations on account of his enthusiasm for Scottish song and 
for Scottish literature generally. 

The following is our Syllabus for Session 1917-1918 :-
1917. 

Oct. 4. "Tennyson "-Mr J. S. Gregson. 
Nov. 1. (1) "The Poets Montgomery." 

(2) " B)lrns's Songs" (Ladies' Night)-
Mr J. K. M'Dowall, J.P. 

·nee. 6. "Thomas Carlyle "-Mr George M'Gill. 
1918. 

*Jan. 10. "Chap-Book Literature "-Dr James Devon . 
. Jan. 25. "The Immortal Memory "-James vV. Campbell, Esq., 

M.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E., A.M.I.E.E. 
Feb. 7. "Whistle Binkie "-l\fr N. MacWhannell, F.R.I.B.A., I.A. 
1\far. 7. "Burns, the Ploughman "-Mr D. S. Macgregor. 
April 4. Annual General Meeting at 6.45 p.m. Musical Evening 

(Ladies' Night) at 7.30 p.m. 

*Second Thursday in January. 

NEWBATTLE AND DISTRICT BURNS CLUB. 

SYLLABUS FOR s~sSION 1917-1918. 
l!H7. 

"Nov. 3. l\Ir A. Virtue-Paper. 
Nov. 24. Mr J. C. Murray-Paper. 
Dec. 15. Mr A. Wilkie-Paper. 

1918. 
. Jan. 12. Mr M. Mackay-Paper . 
-Jan. 25. Anniversary Meeting. Provost 
Feb. 16 . Mr J. C. Callender-Paper. 
. l\Iar. 2. Rev. J. N. Macpherson-Paper. 
liar. 23. l\Ir vVilliam Kirkwood-Paper. 
April 6. "Hat Night." 

Brown-Paper. 
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ALBANY BURNS CLUB. 

Owing to the war no meetings of members of the Club have 
been held during the sessions 1914-15, 1915-16, and 1916-17. The 
Directors have held a number of meetings so that the Club may 
be kept in touch with all matters connected with Burns work. The 
Anniversary Dinner has been suspended until the end of the war. 

The Annual Singing and Reciting Competition from the Works 
of Burns by the children of Provanside Higher-Grade School, was· 
held on Saturday, 20th January, under the auspices of this Club. 
Owing to the lighting restrictions the competition was held in the 
afternoon. The large hall of the School was filled by the parents 
of the scholars and members of the Club. It is to be regretted that 
a large number were unable to gain admittance. The chair was 
occupied by Mr A. C. Riddall. The medals and volumes, which 
were the gift of Librarian William Dall and Past President T. 
M'Bride, were handed to the winners by Mrs Riddall. The winners 
of the medals were :-For Reciting, Agnes Berry and Ale:«ander 
M'Lennan; and for Singing, Ernest M'Dougall and Mary Still. Great 
·praise is due Mr Marshall, the headmaster, and the Teaching Staff 
of the school for the high degree of efficiency shewn by the children 
in their rendering of the songs and recitations. 

The Annual Bowling Match of the Officials of the Albany was 
played on vVillowbank Green on Saturday, 25th August. The 
game resulted in a win for the rink skipped by . Past President 
M'Bride, the score being 14-13. 

No Summer Outing of the Club was held this year. 

The affairs of the Club-fiancially and otherw:ise--are in a sound 
position. 

ROBERT CARMICHAEL, 

Vice-president and Acting Sel:'y. 

TAM: 0' SHANTER BURNS CLUB. 

The year has been an uneventful one, but the usual meeting& 
have been maintained. The Directors regret to record the death 
of a prominent rr.embcr, l\lr Feter Glasse. The Annual Dinner 
took place as usual, and was a great success. The " Immortal 
Memory " was fittingly proposed by Mr Andrew M'Callnm, 
Pollokshields News, and a collection was taken for l\fanchline House. 
l\Ir Gerard Morrison has been called to the Colonies. The Club took 
part in a Burns Anniversary Religious Service in St. George's· 

Ll:~~·~~..;,~ ........ ___________ _ 
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Parish Church, on 28th January, which was very successful. 

Club also played in the Burns Bowling Competition. 
The-

A most successful Summer Outing took place on 2nd June, 

when a visit was paid to Castlemilk House, Carmunnock Church 

and Churchyard, great kindness being shown to the members by 

Mr Crawford Stuart, Rev. l\fr Smart, and others. . 

llfessrs Anderson, Ballantyne, and Renfrew represented the· 

Club at the Burns Federation Meeting on lst September, which 

was a very successful function. Messrs Anderson, Thomson, and 

Renfrew represented the Club at the Burns Clubs Association. The 

Club joined in the general protest of Burnsians against the proposed 

desecration of Highland Mary's Grave at Greenock. 

J. JEFFREY HUNTER. 

HULL BURNS CLUB. 

SECRETARIES' REPORT. 

\Ve have pleasure in submitting our Annual Report for the-

Season I!) 16-1917. The Headquarters of the Club have been 

re-instated at the Grosvenor Hotel. 

It is with great regret that we have to announce that death has· 

removed two members of the Council in the persons of Mr D. C. 

Adam and llfr C. H. Kirton, two indefatigable workers for the wel-· 

fare of the Club. We have also lost in the same way a very old 

member, Mr T. J. Bell. 

In view of the still existent European Crisis, the Council followed 

last year's precedent and arranged a somewhat restricted Syllabus .. 

The following papers were read :-

Hiram P. Bailey, Esq.-" Humour." 

Mrs E. J. B. Kirtlan-" Irish Poets and Poetry." 

W. Bolton, Esq.-" Glimpses of Gounod's Life and Work." 

Rev. J. Hanby-" Humour in \Var Time." 

The Club is greatly indebted to the lady and gentlemen 

mentioned for their excellent services in connection therewith. 

At our last meeting a paper entitled " Glimpses of the Past," 

by the late Mr \V. Barry, was also read by Mr R. Spiers. This 

paper, practically a history of the Hull Burns Club, proved most 

interesting, and was greatly appreciated by the members present. 

It was decided by the Council to have this paper printed and a copy 

sent to each member. 

The Burns Anniversary Celebration took the form of a \Vhist 

Drive, which was held at the 1\1etropole. A collection was taken. 
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for the British Red Cross Fund, and realised a sum of £12 13s 6d. 
The toast, " The Immortal Memory of Burns,'' was sympathetically 
proposed by Councillor Hubert Johnson, J.P. 

Eight new members were elected, and the membership now 
totals 226, against 243 last year. Twenty-nine members are with 
His Majesty's Forces. 

The thanks of the Club are due to the members who have in 
various ways assisted the Council and Officers towards the success 
of the Session, and particular mention must be made of the Local 
Press, who have generously reported the proceedings at all the 
meetings. 

LEO. s. HENRY, } 

R. A. SPIERS, . 
Hon. Secretaries. 

GOVAN FAIRFIELD BURNS CLUB. 

The Club has had a very successful season. The place of 
meeting is now changed to the Masonic Hall, Burntly ke Street, 
Govan. The membership, which is limited to 100, is almost full. 

The Annual Supper was held in the Masonic Hall, the meeting 
being confined to members of the Club. The " Immortal Memory " 
was proposed in masterly style by the President, Mr Wm. Boyd. 
The Club is at present arranging for a Competition among School 
Children of the sixth standards, in a number of schools in the district, 
for the best Essay on Burns. The essays to be received by the 
first week in January, 1918. We intend giving three prizes. The 
first prize essay will be read at the Annual Supper, to be held in the 
Masonic Hall, on Friday, 25th January, 1918. At the Annual 
Meeting, held in June, Mr Boyd was re-elected President, and i\fr 
Steele was elected Secretary in succession to Mr Hair. The ensuing 
season still promises well for the success· of the Club. 

THOS. FULLERTON, Secretary. 

VICTORIAN SCOTTISH UNION. 

I have pleasure in informing you that at the Annual Conference 
of the above, held at Geelong, on 20th September, the following 
resolution was carried unanimously :-

" That the Union offer strong protest against any proposed 
extension of the Greenock shipbuilding yards involving 

+, 't : , . u-~~....,.. .... ""!llJl'lr..t:-=:==--------
I ___.. 
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demolition of the Auld vVest Kirk and destruction of the 
grave of Burns's Highland Mary, unless it is found impossible 
to secure any other suitable site." 

Might I say that forcible expressions were made as to the 
frequency these old historic and sentimental landmarks are being 
.assailed by those who cannot, or will not, realise what they mean 
to the Scottish race. 

Wishing your Federation every success, and with fraternal 
_greetings. 

W. D. LECKIE, Secretary. 

HAMILTON JUNIOR BURNS CLUB. 

REPORT-1916-1917. 

Our Club has had a most successful season, and is still progressing 
;Under the guidance of our esteemed President, Mr W. Ferguson. 
We have continued to hold our regular meetings, and the attend
ance has kept up well, although the social side of the Club life has 
been greatly curtailed. The Treasurer, in submitting his annual 
.statement, showed that the Club was in a good financial position. 

Our Burns Choir gave two very successful concerts during the 
past winter, from which we were able to hand over £40 on behalf 
.of the War Funds. On the invitation of Ye Cronies Burns Club 
twelve of our members spent a very pleasant social evening in 
·Glasgow, at which we were treated to a very high-class entertain
ment. Our Annual Outing was to the High Parks, when about 
80 ladies and gentlemen took part, including representatives from 
the Burns Choir. Lunch was served at Cadzow Castle, and the 
-afternoon was pleasantly spent amid the delightful surroundings, 
while several Burns songs were rendered by members of the choir. 

·Our meetings are held on the first Monday of each month, at 7.30 
p.m., at 1 Union Street, Hamilton, when we will be pleased to 
welcome any member of a Federated Club. 

vV. vVrLSON, Secretary. 

YE CRO:N'IES BURNS CLUB, GOVAN. 

ANNUAL REPORT, 1917. 

Once more I am glad to report· a very successful session, not
withstanding the fact that we are still in the midst of the most 
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terrible war the world has ever known, the worst featurt1 of whicl1 
is the low-down, below-the-belt tactics to which the .enemy stoops· 
in order to gain his ungodly end of might and power; and yet, in the 
face of it all, pacifists would have us stop the fight, to sit at the same 
conference table with men ,who cast aside great National agree
ments as mere scraps of paper. Though all of us long for peace, 
I am sure no real Burnsite would like to see our brave young lads 
come home to a patched-up peace with such scoundrels. Thank 
God there are no pacifists in Ye Cronies Burns Club, at least I don't 
know of them. 

We are very proud of our Roll of Honour, for it now contains 
over thirty names of members, members' sons, and brothers who 
have gone forth to fight and defend the glorious principles of liberty 
and peace. l\Iost of these brave lads have been. in the thick of the 
fight. Some have been home wounded and are still in hospital, 
others have recovered and gone back again to endure the hardships 
of life on the battlefields. But there are others-five-who have 
made the supreme sacrifice, one of which I feel in duty bound to 
mention, for he has truly left a vacant chair in our Club, as he was 
a most energetic, ·willing, and active member of our committee. 
I refer to Bro. A. l\I'Kinnon, who voluntarily joined the Army,. 
and after training, was sent out to Salonica. There, while attend
ing to a wounded comrade who lay in the danger zone, he was shot 
by a sniper, thus giving his life to save a brother soldier. To him 
and all who have fallen we reverently bow our heads. 

During the year we have been in touch with many of the Clubs· 
of the district, and have been visited by representatives of no less· 
than seven difi;erent Burns Clubs, and I think, without exception, 
all have gone away with a good impression. 

·we have also been well represented at the meetings of the 
Burns Federation and the Glasgow and District Burns Associations, 
and our members have been well posted up in the ·business of the 
Burns world by taking advantage of the Burns Chronicle and our 
Delegates' reports. We ·have had two outstanding functions in 
connection with our Club, the picnic being dropped again owing to 
present conditions. The first was a Smoking Concert and Lecture, 
when J\Ir J. Jeffrey Hunter gave us a very interesting half-hour· 
on "A Lawyer's Reminiscences," and a fine array of artistes contri· 
buted to a very successful night, the proceeds providing funds to 
send parcels to the boys at the front. 

The Annual Supper, held on Saturday, 22nd January, 1917, 
was really a great success. Again we were indebted to l\Ir J. 
Jeffrey Hunter for the eloqt:{nt manner in which he proposed the
"Immortal l\Iemory." 



Our meetings during the. year have been fairly well attended; 
and great credit is due to the President and Office-bearers for the 
way the members are held together in these terrible times. 

Our membership is still at its maximum, and several desirable 
and influential brothers are waiting an opportunity to join us. Our 
financial position is still improving, for although we have had many 
extra expenses, we show a balance on the right side. Taking 
all things into consideration, we have had a very creditable year, 
and our best thanks are due to Past President Tait for the way 
he conducted our meetings, and the dignified manner in which he has 
upheld the honour of our Club at all our functions. Mr James Rellie, 
who is now our honourable President, will, I am quite sure, prove 
a most capable and worthy successor. At the present time our 
hands are tied so far as new experiments are concerned, but I 
sincerely hope that before long the tyrant who has been the cause 
of all the terrible suffering of the last three years will soon be laid 
low, so that we may once more live in peace and that fraternal 
blessedness which is expressed in the words of our National Bard:-

" J\ian to man, the world o'er, 
Shall brothers be for a' that." 

W. PARKER, Past Secretary. 

SHETTLESTON BUR.NS CJ,UB. 

ANNUAL REPORT, 1916-1917. 

Another successful Session in the history of Shett1eston Burns 

Club has come to a close. 
The war cloud still hangs over ns, but signs are in the air that 

it will break up sooner than most people expect. We sha.11 then 
resume our activities, if not as in pre-war days, at least with _less 
of the spirit of restraint which has characterised our gathermgs 

since that fateful day in August over three years ago. 

The meetinas have been very well attended. The Annual 
Dinner on 27th January was a particular success, both as r_egards 
the excellence of Mr Lucas's Address and the large turn-out of members 

and friends. 
The other lecturers were Ex-Bailie vYillox and the Secretary, 

, B -rns was a scholarly 
Mr Stewart Bailie 'V illcx s Far-er on u . - . f h p t Mr Stewart's paper 
expos1t10n by an ardent lover o t e oe · . d 1- d d Poet " was e ivere 
on " Alexander Anderson, Surfaceman an , 
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on the Ladies' Night, and was highly appreciated by a very attentive 

audience. 
At all our meetings we have had the pleasure of entertaining 

:representatives,)'I"om kindred Clubs. To Mr Chalmers of "Ye 
<Cronies " Club, Govan, we give thanks for the beautiful Mallet 
which he presented to the Club. 

The School Competition was a magnificent success. Both 
teachers and scholars entered into the scheme with zest and glee, 
with the result that its success was never in doubt. 

Many Burns Clubs have bards whose inspired compositions 
educate and delight their less fortunate brethren. We are no 
longer behind; l\'l:r Duncan Rodger, our good old friend, has 
accepted the Laureateship of Shettleston Burns Club. Long may 
he adorn the office. 

The Bowling Members are to be congratulated on the splendid 
show they made in the M'Lennan Cup Competition. One point 
separated the winners from Mr Greenshield's rink. 

Messrs Wilson and Butler have audited our accounts. The 
finances of the Club are in a very sound condition, . thanks to our 
worthy Treasurer, Mr Barrie. 

The Committee desire to thank all members and friends of 
the Club for their many kindnesses, which have gone a long way 
to make our functions so delightful. 

President Milholm, who retires this year, is to be congratulated 
-0n the success of the Club during his term of office. 

On behalf of th" Committee. 

JOHN L. STEWART, Hon. Secy. 

~-----7rl""1""~===-----------~~~~~~~~ 



~OTES AND QUER.IES. 

AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF BURNS. 

There is a break in the published correspondence of Burns 

between the last letter dated from Ellisland, 3rd October, 179 l, 

and the first letter written from Dumfries, 23rd November, 1791, 

and the five letters conjecturally dated by editors November, 1791. 

During that period the Poet had given up Ellisland and settled in 

Dumfries. The exact date when he left his farm is not known, and 

certain of the circumstances attending his removal have not yet 

been satisfactorily explained. The letter here published for the 

first time fixes almost to a day the date of his removal from Ellis

land, and the document following confirms what has hitherto been 

a vague tradition as to the difficulties Burns experienced in settling 

with the gentleman who acquired Ellisland at the time the Poet 

left it. 
i,vhen, after three years' tenancy of Ellisland, Burns wished 

to part with his farm his landlord, Patrick Miller, happened to be 

more than willing to cancel the lease. A neighbouring proprietor, 

John Morin of Laggan, offered to purchase the property for £1900. 

Miller was ready enough to part on such tArms with a portion of his 

estate which was inconveniently cut off from the rAst of his property 

by the river Nith. Accordingly on Saturday, l!lth November, 

1791, Morin became laird of Ellisland, and Burns was a party to the 

transaction by signing a renunciation of his lease. He immediately 

set about rouping his stock and implements, and bidding goodbye 

to his neighbours. Amongst these was the Rev. Joseph Kirk

patrick, minister of Dunscore, in which parish Ellisland is situated. 

Mr Kirkpatrick wrote the description of his parish for the old 

Statistical Account of Scotland (Vol. III., 1792), in which volume 

also appeared one of the first of Burns's letters to be published. 

The Poet addressed the minister in these terms :-

•• The Rev. Mr J. Kirkpatrick, Dunscore Manse. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,-On Thursday first I intend doing myself 

the pleasure of waiting on you, as I am thinking to flit the J'lfonday 

or Tuesday following. 
If the weather is such that she can accompany me, Mrs Burns 

will also do herself the pleasure of waiting on Mrs Kirkpatrick before 

we leave Dunscore. 
If I do not hear from yon I shall conclude that our waiting 

on yon will not be inconvenient for yon.-I am, ;vith sincere respect, 

Dear Sir, Your very humble Servant, RouT. BuR!'S. 

Ellisland, Saturday, Noon, 
12th November, 1791." 

'!. --\' 
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It is pleasant to find the Poet so far reconciled to his minister 
as to be on visiting terms with him. Kirkpatrick was a zealous, 
even a rabid, 'Vhig. ·when the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland appointed Wednesday, the 5th of November, 1788, to 
be observed as a day of solemn thanksgiving for that most glorious 
event, the Revolution, the minister of Dunscore delivered a dis. 
course on the occasion which the Poet so much disliked that he was 
moved to send to the editor of the Star the interesting account 
of his political views to be found in his works, dated 8th November, 
1788. · On Sunday, the 2lst of June, 1789, the reverend gentleman 
again had the misfortune to offend Burns-on this occasion with his 
Calvinism, which resulted in a letter, to Mrs Dunlop, containing a 
statement of the Poet's religious beliefs. 

The writer has ventured to fill in the date of the letter ; and 
the following chronological notes are necessary in order to set the 
flitting from Ellisland to Dumfries in its proper sequence. 

On Saturday, 12th November, as here conjectured, Burns 
wrote to Mr Kirkpatrick that he and his wife would visit Dunscore 
Manse on Thursday, the l 7th, as he intended removing on Monday, 
the 2lst, or Tuesday, the 22nd. The roup very likely took place 
on Saturday, the 19th. By Monday or Tuesday following the 
Poet would have removed to Dumfries. At all events we know 
for certain that by Tuesday, the 29th, he was in Edinburgh on account 
of Jenny Clow. 

Mrs Burns's brother, Adam Armour, always said that Morin 
and Burns had grave disputes as to the condition of the farm, and 
that Morin, who was a keen man of business, insisted on the out~ 
going tenant putting everything in proper order before quitting 
the place. This is borne out by a document which has not yet 
found its way into the life and works of Burns :-

" Ellisland, 19th January, 1792.-We, Joseph Henning, in 
Merkland, and Patrick Barr, in M'Cubbinstoun, Burleymen, at the 
desire of Mr John Morrin of Laggan, we went this day and viewed 
the houses upon Ellisland, lately possessed by Mr Robert Burns, 
and find that the byre and stabie will take ten shillings for thatch 
and workmanship, the barn thirteen shillings for thatch and work
manship, the dwelling-house for glass six shillings, for slate and 
workmanship five shillings. This we give as our opinion to put 
the houses in a tenantable condition. p ATRICK BARR. 

£0 10 
0 1:3 
0 G 
0 5 

JOSEPH HENNING. 

£1 14 in whole." 
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The valuation presents several features of interest ; in particular 

1he it~m six shillings for glazing. On several of the window pane~ 

.of Elhsland the Poet had scrawled many of his lines with his ever

ready diamond. On the evening of the removal Adam Armour 

was sent from Dumfries back to Ellisland with instructions to smash, 

.every pane of glass on which any writing of Burns's remained. This 

. commission, according to his own statement, he faithfully carried 

out ; but, as we have just seen, Morin's burleymen were careful 

to debit the Poet with the cost of the damage done. The victory, 

therefore, as indeed was to be expected, remained with the landlord ; 

.but the final settlement was effected by the Poet, pen in hand:-

" When Morin, deceas'd, to the Devil went down, 

'Twas nothing would serve him but Satan's own crown ; 

'Thy fool's head,' quoth Satan, ' that crown shall wear never; 

I grant thou'rt as wicked-but not quite so clever.' " 

As the reader can hardly be expected to know much about 

burleymen, he may be interested to learn that in Scotland in the 

.eighteenth and well into the nineteenth centuries burlaw (burgh 

.law) was a local custom, having the form of law, for settling petty 

.disputes between the inhabitants of burgh towns and villages. 

The manuscript of the letter is in the possession of a lady in 

·Glasgow. The original of the inventory is in the custody of the 

Ninety Burns Club, Edinburgh. 
JoHN Mum . 

. -Glasgow Herald, 12th May, 1917. 

AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF BURNS. 

Edinburgh, 16th l\Iay. 

Sm,-Y our correspondent in his interesting article on the 

newly discovered Burns letter, given in your issue of Saturday, 

has apparently overlooked the letter of Wednesday, 26th October, 

1791, from Burns to Mrs Dunlop, in which will be found a reference 

to the date of the Ellisland sale. The exact date, unfortunately, 

is not given, but as Burns in his letter speaks of getting " his horses, 

cows farminu things &c ready for sale next week," the "next 

week" may be assu~ed ~~ refer to Monday, 3lst October, and the 

first six days of November, 1791. In this view the dates mentioned 

by Mr Muir fall to be revised, but it would appear that Burns's letter 

to Mr Kirkpatrick was written from Ellisland on 22nd October, and 

that he left the farm for good on 3lst October, 1791, or on the 

Jollowing date.-! am, &c. * 
IAIN MACDOUGALL. 

*See p. 134 infra [ED.] 
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UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF BURNS. 

Dr Wilson, Deighton, Huddersfield, forwards us the following, 
the original of which was offered for sale in Dundee some three or' 

"four years ago, the price asked being £21. Burns removed to St. 
James's Square at the end of October, 1787. 

" To. Wm. Tytler. 
Srn,-Monday next is a day of the year witjl_ me hallowed. 

as (?) the enemies of Religion, and sacred to the memory of the· 
sufferings of my King and my forefathers. The honour you do me• 
by your invitation I most cordially and gratefully accept. 

Tho' something like moisture conglobes to my eye, 
Let no one esteem me disloyal, 

A poor, friendless wanderer may well claim a sigh, 
Still more if that wanderer were Royal. 

My fathers that name have rever'd on a throne, 
My fathers have died to right it; 

Those fathers would spurn the degenerate son, 
That name should he scoffingly slight it. 

I am, SrR, 

Your obliged humble Servt., 

St. Jame_s's Square, 
Wednesday Evening." 

RonT. BURNS, 

PROSPECTUS OF THE KILMARNOCK EDITION. 

Besides these manuscripts there is a curious relic of the literary· 
history of the Poet that may attract as much attention as any· 
Burns article that has appeared in the auction room since the sale· 
(1898, at 545 guineas) of A. C. Lamb's uncut copy of the first edition 
of the famous Poems. It is a dangerous thing to say of any print· 
that it is unique, but the word may fairly be applied to the Green· 
shields copy of the prospectus, or subscription-paper, issued by Burns· 
with a view to obtaining subscriptions for his propoaed volume of 
Poen.is,' afterwards issued on the last day of July, 1786. This 
is th_e _only ·copy that is k:r;town to exist, and it probably owes its. 
survival to its having been folded, docketed, and filed among other· 
papers. It was found by Mr Greenshields, early in the year 1871,. 
in the Old Curiosity Shop, llO Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, and 
was purchased by him from l\Ir L. Bell, the proprietor, for-it is
said--some ten sovereigns. The discovery was announced in the· 
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.Glasgow Herald of llth March, 1871, since which date Burns collectors have sought in vain for another of the eight dozen copies that are known to .have been printed for the Poet in April, 1780--doubtless by Jolm 'Wilson, of Kilmarnock, who later printed the volume itself. 

The prospectus is not much to look at-only a foolscap folio sheet, nearly thirteen inches by eight, the upper half of one side carrying the printed " Proposals for publishing by subscription Scotch Poems by Robert Burns. The Work to be elegantly Printed in One Volume. Octavo, Price Stitched Three Shillings " ; the lower half being reserved for names of subscribers. The Poet has recorded in his autobiography that about 350 copies were subscribed for before publication; this copy bears the names of 10 persornr subscribing for 20 copies. The volume, when issued, was " every where received with eager admiration and delight "-says Burns's. earliest biographer-" old and young, high and low, grave and gay, ·learned or ignorant, all were alike delighted, agitated, transported" -all but one. \Villiam Lorrimer-was he the smuggling father of " Chloris," we wonder ?-was one of the sixteen who had engaged " to take the above-mentioned Work on the Conditions Specified." But he rued his promise, and the person in charge of the subscription sheet has recorded on the paper, with admirable brevity, both that fact and his personal opinion of the faithless subscriber" The Blockhead refused it." It may be added that the catalogue of the sale contains photographic reproductions. of Jean Armour's authentication of the Poet's manuscripts and of the subscription paper for the Poems of 1786. 
-Glasgow Hemld, I2th June, 1916. 

THE BURNS 1787 PROSPECTUS. 

There can be no reasonable doubt, I think, that, as I suggested a few days ago, at least two copies exist of the Prospectus of t~e· second edition of Burns's Poems, printed by 'William Smelhe, . Edinburgh, for the author in 1787, and sold at 5s. That bel.onging to Lord Rosebery contains the names of nineteen subscribers . -they are autograph signatures according to the Buckley s~le catalogue of 1894. On the other hand, the one offered at Dowell s, Edinburgh in March 1887 is stated to bear the signature of Dugald ' ' · ' · \Vh ther the Stewart and of twenty-eight other subscribers. e collection which included this piece, a letter to \V. Nicol, and other interesting matter was sold at the upset price of £52 I Os, appears uncertain. Fro~ the same unnamed source came a copy of the Kilmarnock Poems the reserve whereo''l was 
-Glasgow He;ald, lst August, 1910. 
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AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER TO DR JAMES ANDERSON. 

Messrs Sotheby's inaugural sale to be held on 2nd to 4th July, 
in their new premises, erstwhile known as the Dore Gallery, 34-35 
New Bond Street, is an important one of autograph letters and 
historical documents~· One of the outstanding features is a magnifi
cent letter; on 3 pages 4to, in excellent condition, and said to be 
·unpublished, dated Ellisland, near Dumfries, lst November, 1790, 
from Robert Burns to Dr J umes Anderson. Together with three 
letters on the same subject addressed to Dr Anderson_ by George 
Washington from Philadelphia in 1792-4, it is offered as the pro~ 
perty of the recipient's great-great-grandson, now resident in 

:Australia. James Anderson (1739-1808), born at Hermiston, 
near Edinburgh, inventor of the two-horse plough without wheels, 
.known as the Scotch plough, was a popular writer on agriculture, 
political economy, and other subjects. In the autumn of 1790 
he planned a weekly periodical entitled The Bee, the initial number 
of which appeared in December of that year, the last in January, 
1794. On lst September, 1790, the blind poet, Dr Thomas Black
lock, addressed a rhyming letter to Burns, playfully asking him 
·to become a contributor. Burns, unable to comply, said he was a 
" miserable hurried devil." The letter now to be sold alludes to 
Dr Blacklock, Miss Jessie Lewars, &c., and contains the following 

. characteristic passage :-

" • . . I hope the Honey that your Bee will gather on the banks 
.of Forth shall be found equal, either for delicacy or flavour, or virtues 
nutritive and medical, to any that ever was amassed amid all the 
blossoming fragrance of the Vale of Glocester, or the flowery luxuriance 
-0f the plains of Kent. As to any assistance that I can give you, 
I am afraid it will all evaporate in good wishes. My fingers are so 
wore to the bone in holding the noses of his Majesty's liege subjects 
to the grindstone of Excise that I am totally unfit for wielding a pan 
·in any generous subject. In the meantime, set me down as a 
.subscriber, bona fide ; for I will not, nor can not, accept of your 
kind offer-I would wish, if convenient, to have one or two copies 
more of your Prospectus-Perhaps I may add still farther to your 

.subscription list-I always did, & now more than ever shall like 
an--honest fellow the better, for 'having a Bee in his bonnet

·' lug.'" 

The similarity in the language of that passage to the fragment 
.of a letter from Burns to Ande.rson, published by Cromek in his 
Reliques (1808), suggests a suspicion that Cromek doctored the letter 
from which he quotes in the same manner in which he doctored 
Burns's original "Remarks on Scottish Songs," made on the inter

.leavings of Glenriddell's copy of Johnson's Scots .Musical .Museum. 
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It is not known now where the original of the Cromek letter is, and 
only its production would disprove that suspicion. Burns signs 
himself "Your great admirer and most obedient humble servant," 
and his bookbills provide evidence that he did further assist the 
promoter in the important matter of subscribers ; one of the bills, 
indeed, includes a charge for no fewer than six copies of one of 
the volumes of The Bee. 

Also included in the sale are a remarkable series of 29 autograph 
letters by Byron, as .well as the holograph of his famous poem, 
" On the Death of Sir Peter Parker " ; some Burns items from the 
collection of the late Mr George Webster; and a variety of literary 
and historical spoil. 

-Glasgow Herald, 19th May, 1917. 

CHAMBERS'S EARLY EDITION OF THE SONGS 
OF BURNS. 

By favour of Mr A. J. Craig, Corstorphine, we are enabled to 
submit the following information on this most interesting Chambers 
publication:-

Edinburgh, 24th February, 1914. 
A. J. Craig, Esq. 

DEAR Sm,_:_I am obliged for your letter, and return letter from 
my grand-uncle, William Chambers. I have two copies of the. 
First Edition of Illustrations of the Author of Waverley, 1822, and 
also the original. MS. I have never yet seen a copy of the Songs 
of Burns, which 'William Chambers printed at the same time, and 
there is ho known copy in existence. Some years ago in an article 
which I wrote for Chambers's Journdl I gave the history of this 
edition of Burns from various dates and notes in my possession.
Very truly yours, 

c. E. s. CHAMBERS. 

7th November, 1917. 
DEAR Sm,-l\fr Chambers has asked me to reply to your request 

for the date of his article on Robert Chambers's visit to the land of 
Burns, which suggested his edition of the Works of the Poet. The 
article is entitled" From My Grandfather's Note-Book," and appears 
in Chambers's Journal for 1901,page 193. This describes how Robert 
Chambers gathered material for his edition of Burns. There is 
a reference in the Memoir of William and Robert Chambers, page 160, 
to the production of a small-sized edition of the Songs of Burns, 
by Wm. Chambers.-Faithfully yours. 

R. COCHRANE. 
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BURNS AND MASONRY. 

" The Lodge St. David, Tarbolton, the number of which was 
174, was struck off the roll of Grand Lodge in 1843, and most likely 
has ceased· to exist." So wrote William Hunter, in his pamphlet, 
Burns as a Mason, published in 1858, a reprint of which appeared 
in the Chronicle of 1917. 

It is my privilege in the year 1917 to say that Lodge St. David 
came to life again in the year 1877, when it began "working" in 
Mauchline, and where· the " original Charter " has been since
the Lodge being called St. David," Tarbolton," J\fauchline, No. 133, 
and world-wide known as "Burns's Mother Lodge." In these 
forty years no fewer than 159 "good men and true" have been 
introduced into " light " under its charter. Not many-just four 
per annum-but, considering the ·population of the district and the 
strictness of the Brethren 1n ·l\fauchline, very satisfactory. 

It may be interesting to admirers of the Poet to know that the 
· old minute book bearing the ·notice of his being initiated, passed, 
and raised, is in Tarbolton, and may be seen in the Burns Tavern 
of that place. 

And it may also be of interest to say that the first R.W.J\I. of 
the Lodge in l\fauchline was Major James Wallace Dunlop Adair. 
He was the grandson of Charlotte Hamilton, the heroine of ".The 
Banks of the Devon." She was stepsister to Gavin Hamilton, and 

.became the wife of Dr Adair, who accompanied the Poet in one 
of his Highland tours. 

Major Adair, it may be further noted, was the husband of Nora 
Hamilton, who was a granddaughter of Gavin, his father being 
Dr Dugald Stewart Hamiiton, one of the doctors of the town. Thu& 
the double interest. 

9th October, 1917. 
J .. TAYLOR Grnn, 

Secy., No. 133. 



II ROLL OF HONOUR.:JI 

IN FRANCE. 
<Jover the wound in his forehead pale, 

Where his soul sped in the gloaming, 
'.Fluttere:l and flew through the misty vale, 

Like a startled wild bird homiog. 
No train of mourners, no tolling bell, 

Nor flowers on a coffin lying ; 
'.For requiem only a screamiog shell 

Through the grey sky o'er us flyiog. 
Carry him slowly, carry him low, 

And carefully choose your going ; 
Narrow the trenches, and deep the snow, 

And the snipers watch your showing I 

No costly cerements to wrap him round
The khaki needs no adorning ; 

He'll sleep io that till the trumpet sound 
Reveille on Judgment morning. _ 

A small, rude cross, a number, a name, 
His memory fragrant keeping, 

A soldier who fought for Britain's fame 
In a foreign land a-sleeping. 

Back to the trenches, over the snow, 
And carefully mind your going ; 

There's danger where the parapet's low, 
And the snipers watch your showing. 

-JAS. BROWN. 

The following names have been sem to the Secretary to be added to 

the List of Members and Members' Sons who have.given their lives for their 

King and Country:--

Federation Nmnber and 
Name of Club. 

1 L9ndon Robert Burns 

50 Stirling 

76 Brechin 

89 Sunderland 

153 Scottish 

161 Charleston ... 

167 Birmingham 

170 Larkhall Thistle 

175 ;\leikle Earnock Original ... 

182 Stane ~Iossgiel 

199 Newbattle and District ... 

225 Helens burgh 

230 Burnbank ... 

239 Ha wick 

2!7 Lochgelly Thirteen' Jolly 
Beggars ... . .. 

Member's or Son's Name. 
(* lllember. t Son.) 

tEngineer E. R. Whyte, R.N.A.S. 

tPte. James J\I. lllenzies, A. & S. Highlanders. 
tPte. John Lamb, Cameron Highlanuers. 
tLance-CorpL John E. Oliphant, A. & S. Highlanders. 

*Pte. Chas. P. Beedie, 7th Bedfords. 
*Pte. David lll. Birse, Royal Scots. 

tPte. S. Murray, West Yorkshires. 

tLance-Corpl. Arch. B. Barclay, 7th S.R. 
tPte. Thomas H. Barclay, Scots Guards. 
tLieut. Robt. A. Bogue, 111.C., 16th H.L.I. 
t2nd-Lieut. Nelson Downie, lst Batt. 4th Gurkhas. 
tPte. Andrew S. Foster, lst Gordons. 
tPte. Wm. B. Paterson, lOth A. & S. Highlanders. 

*D.R. Barr. 

*Pte. Arthur Falconer, London Scottish. 
t2nd-Lieut. Arch. u. Buchanan, Gordons. 

*Corp!. Peter Hamilton, 2nd Seaforths. 
*Corp!. James Shields, K.O.S.B. 
tGunner Robt. Laird, R.F.A. -
tPte. Arthur Clelland, Royal Scots. 

tPte. Andrew Hamilton, 6th Scottish Rifles, 

tSergt. Alex. Forrest, H-L.I.(attached to Royal Scots). 
t Pte. Robert Armour, Scottish Rifles. 
tPte. George Armour, K.O.S.B. 

t J,ance-Corpl. Thomas lll. Knight, Gord ons . 
tpte. Wm. G. Park. London Scottish. 
tGunner D. Shaw, R.F.A. 

*Pte. Gunsen Nicolson. 
*Pte. John l\I'Keuzie. 

t2nd-Lieut. Wm. Anderson, 9th Black Watch. 

*Pte. Douglas S~ott, K.O.S.B. 
*Pte. Wm. Little, K.O.S.B. 
*Pte. James Lyon, K.O.S.B. 

tPte. James Walker, Machine Gun Corps. 

Jas. Collins, SeafOrth Highlanders, a member of No. 199, has won the Military }!edal 

with a bar, and also the D.C .. M., fOr bravery on the field. 
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MOTTO-" A MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT." 

The Burns Federation. 
INSTITUTED 1885,· 

Hon. Presidents-The Right Hon. The EARL OF ROSEBERY, K.G., K.T. 
ANDREW CARNEGIE, LL.D., Skibo Castle. 

Hon.: Vice-Presidents-1.VM. WALLACE, LL.D., University Avenue, 
Glasgow. 

Professor LAWSON, D.D., The University, St. Andrews. 
Colonel ALEX. GrnB, R.E., Rosyth. · 

• '. OFFICE-BEARERS. 

·: 

. ( 

·' 

I. 
i I I 

l • 
,, tl=--

President-DUNCAN M'NAUGHT, J.P., Benrig, Kilmaurs. 

Vice-Presidents-J. JEFFREY HUNTER, 89 Bath Street, Glasgow. 
A. M'CALLUM, News Office, Pollokshaws. 
JOSEPH MARTIN, J.P., 163 Wes.t George Street, Glasgow. 
ALEX. POLLOCK, 52 West Nile Street, Glasgow. 
W. H. TURNER, 9 The Oaks, Sunderland . 

. JOHN CARMICHAEL, 49 Park Road, Glasgow. 
P. PATERSON, 23 Bruce Street, Dunfermline. 
Ex-Bailie MUNRO, J.P., Howard Park Drive, Kilmarnock. 
Ex-Provost M. SMITH, J.P., Glencairn Square, Kilmarnock. 
Ex-Provost WILSON, l 49 Howard Street, Glasgow. 
Pmup SULLEY, F.S.A., Elgin. 

HUGH M'CoLL, 278 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, 
DA vrn llfA:IN, Lowther Street, Carlisle. 
HENRY S. MURRAY, J.P., Glenmayne, Galashiels. 
CHARLES R. Cowrn, Blythswood Square, Glasgow . 
J. C. EWING, Baillie's Institution, West·Regent Street, Glasgow. 
ALEX. M'KENZIE, 210 Battlefield Road, Langside, Glasgow. 
JAMES THOMSON, F.S.A. (Scot.), 85 Fleet Street, London, E.C. 
\VILLIAM DOUGLAS, 509 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow. 

Hon. Secretary-THos. AMos, M.A., 19 Glebe Road, Kilmarnock. 

Hon. Treasurer--G. A. INNES, F.E.I.S., Landsborough Drive, 
Kilmarnock, 

Editor" Burns· Chronicle "-D. llI'NAUGHT, J.P., Benrig, Kilmaurs. 
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Auditors-·l\Iajor D. YuILLE, Burns Avcnuc Kilmnmoc·k, nml 
Capt. ADAM MACKAY, The Cre8e<>nt, l'rP~twick. 

Local Representatfres-
Lon~~~P. N. l\1'FARLANE, Tnllis Hons<', Tnllis StrcPt Lmulon, 

North of England-\V. H. Tun::-mn, Sunderlnn<l. 
Glasgow and District-J. J~~n'REY HuNTJm, 8!) Bnth Str<'<'l, 

Glasgow. 

Hon. Secretary of Children'.• Competitions-ALEX. PoLV>cK, 52 \\'<'At 
Nile Street, Glasgow (to whom all commnnicntions .,(10111<1 ho 
addressed). 

CONSTITUTION. 
I. The Federation shall consist of Hon. l'reRidPnts, Hon, 

Vice-Presidents, Executive Council, nnd memhPrs of cnch 1dlilint<'d 
Club. 

2. The Executive Council shall consist of a Prci<ic!Pnt, ViN•· 
Presidents, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Editor of thn JJ11rnH 
Chronicle, and two Auditors-all of whom shall ho elt'c!P<I 1111111111lly, 
and be eligible for re-election; also of the Prei<idcnt, Vico-l'rPHi<l<'nt, 
and Secretary, or any other three members of, n11d nominnt<'<I by, 
ench affiliated Club, nnd other gentlemen of cmincnce ns Burnsinns 
nominated by the Executive Council. 

3. All Past Presidents of the Federation 8l11tll r:r officio he 
members of the Executive Council. 

4. The Executive Committee shall consiAt of tho Oflice-b1•nrPr>1 
of the Federation, who shall meet quarterly, or when cnll<'d hy tho 
Hon. Secretary, for the transaction of the business of tho FPd1•r11tion. 

5. Federated Clubs outwith the United Kingdom mny ho 
represented by proxy at, the meetings of the Fedcrntion. 

OBJECTS OF THE FEDERATIO~. 
1. To strengthen and consolidate by universnl nflilintion tho 

bond of fellowship existing amongst the membcrA of Burn" Clubs 
and kindred Societies. 

2. To superintend the publication of \Yorks relnting to Burns. 
3. To acquire a fund for the purchase and pr~sen·ntir~n of 

Holograph l\Ianuscripts and other Reli~s connected with t~1~ hfr. ~f 
the Poet, and for other purposeA of a !tke nature, as the Lxecutl\o 
Council may determine. . . 

4. To repair, renew, and ·where advisable mark with 1<111t11b~o 
inscriptions any buildings, tombstones, etc., interesting from their 
association ";th Burns. 

5. To encourage and arrange Scl~ool Competi!ions in order to 
stimulate the teaching of Scottish History and L1ternture. 

RULES. 
1. The Headquarters of the Federation shall h<• in Kilm.nrnock, 

the town in which the Federation was inaugurated nnd cnrriC'd 
10 

" 
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practical issue, and which contains the only properly organised 
Burns Library and Museum in the United Kingdom. 

2. Properly organised Burns Clubs, St. Andrew's Societies, 
and kindred Associations may be admitted to the Federation by 
application in writing to the Hon. Secretary, enclosing a copy of 
Constitution, Rules, and list of members, which shall be submitted 
to the Executive Committee at their first meeting, and the Clubs 
shall be enrolled if there are not more than two dissentients. 

3. The Registration Fee is 2Is, on receipt of which the Diploma 
of the Federation shall be issued, after being numbered and signed 
by the President and Hon. Secretary. 

4. Members of every Burns Club or kindred Association registered 
by the Federation shall be entitled to receive a pocket Diploma on 
payment of ls. These payments are final-not annual. 

5. The funds of the Federation shall be vested in the Executive · 
Committee for the purposes before mentioned. 
· 6. A meeting of the Executive Council shall be held annually on 
the first Saturday of September, at such place as may be agreed upon, 
when reports on the year's transactions shall be submitted by the 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer, and Office-Bearers elected for 
the ensuing year. 

7. A meeting of the Executive Committee shall take place some 
time before the Annual Meeting of the Executive Council to make 
the necessary arrangements for the same. 

8. All nominations for the office of Vice-President must be 
lodged with the Hon_ Secretary two months before the Annual 
Meeting. 

9. Each Federated Club shall subscribe 10s 6d per annum towards 
the fund for the publication of the Burns Chronicle. Clubs failing 
to pay this subscription for two consecutive years may be struck 
off the Roll of the Federation. Any surplus profits resulting from 
the sale of the Chronicle shall be added to the general funds. 

10. Notice of any amendment or alteration of the Constitution 
or Rules of the Federation to be considered at the Annual Meeting 
must be lodged in writing with the Hon. Secretary not later than 
30th June. 

BENEFITS. 
I. Registered Clubs are supplied free with copies of newspapers 

containing accounts of meetings, demonstrations, etc., organised, 
conducted, or attended by the Executive Council of the Federation, 
and of the Annual Meeting of the Kilmarnock Burns Club. 

2. Exchange of fraternal greetings on the anniversary . of the 
Poet's natal day. 

. 3. l\fombe:s of Registered. Clubs who have provided themsE1lves 
with pocket diplomas are entitled to attend meetings of all Clubs 
on the Roll of the Federation, they beinoo Bubiect to the rules of the 
Club visited, but having no voice in its ~anagement unless admitted 
a member according to local form. 

4. Members are entitled to be supplied, through the Secretaries 
-Of their respective Clubs, with copies of all Works published by the 
Federation at a discount of 25 per cent. 

5. A list of Lecturers, Essayists, and Judges for Children's 
Competitions will be supplied to Clubs on application. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE FEDERATION. 

BURNS HOLOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS in the Kilmarnock 1\'Ionument 

Museum, with Notes 1889 ls 6d 

BURNS CHRONICLE and CLUB DIRECTORY ..• 1892 ls Od 
1893 ls 6d 

" 189-1 ls 6d 

" 1895 ls 6d 

" " 
" " 

1896 ls 6d 
1897 ls 6d 

" " 
1898 ls 6d 

" 
1899 ls 6d 

" ;; (out of print) 
1900 ls 6d 
1901 ls 6d 

" 1902 ls 6d 

" " 1903 ls 6d 

" " 1904 ls 6d 

" 1905 ls 6cl 

" " 1906 ls 6d 

" " 1907 ls fitl 
1908 ls (lei 

" 1909 ls !Id 

" 1910 Is 61 

" 1911 ls 6d 

" 1912 Is fid 

" " 1()13 Is 6d 

" " 1914 ls 6d 

" 1915 Is 6d 
1916 Is fid 

" 1917 2s Od 

" " 1918 2s °'1 

" ,, 
Copies of the last eight vols. may still be had on application to 

the Hon. Treasurer. 

l 
j 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

BUR.NS FEDERATION. 

CENTRAL HALLS, BATH STREET, 
GLASGOW, lst September, 1917. 

THE Annual Meeting of the Executive Council of the Burns Fede-· 
ration was held here to-day at 4 p.m.-1\fr D. M'Naught presiding. 
The following Delegates were present :-

No. 0, Kilmarnock, D. M'Naught, Geo. A. Innes, ex-Bailie 
Munro, T. Amos. No. 3, Glasgow Tam o' Shanter---T. P. Thomson,. 
John F. Anderson, John Ballantyne, John Carmichael. No: 9, 
Glasgow Royalty-D. Gunn, G. F. Howarth, Geo. Guthrie. No. 
21, Greeriock-'-D. llf'Callum, \Vm. Nicoll. No. 33, Glasgow Haggis 
-Robert '\Vilson. No. 34, Glasgow Carrick-D. Norval, Thos. 
Ferguson, A. E. Collins, D. Sutherland. No. 36, Glasgow Rosebery 
-Geo. Armour, Alex. Pollock, Jas. D. Sloan. No. 49, Glasgow 
Bridgeton-John G. S. Sproll, Jas. M. Campbell, D. Baird. No. 
50, Stirling-R. Sandeman. No. 57, Thornliebank-Andrew 
M'Callum. No. 63, Glasgow l\fossgiel-Robt. Parker, Jos. M'Gregor. 
No. 67,' Glasgow Carlton-Wm. Gardiner, D. Davidson. No. 74,. 
Glasgo'v Mauchline-'\Vm. M'Adam Sharp, T. Killin. No. 85,. 
Dunfermline United-P. Paterson. No. 113, Vale of Leven Glen
cairn-N. l\I'Crimmon, D. l\I'Innes, G. Colquhoun. No. 118,. 
Glasgow Albany-A. C. Riddall, R. Carmichael, R. D. Donaldson. 
No. 121, Hamilton Junior---Wm. Ferguson. No. 131, Newarthill
D. Crawford, James Smith, Thos. Nimmo. No. 135, Partick 
Western-A. V. Smith. No. 139, National--Alex. Groves, G. 11'1. 
Hfmilton, J. G. Calpine. No. 150, Kilmarnock Jolly Beggars
John Bro"n. No. 153, Scottish-vVm. R. Petrie. No. 165, 
'\Vallsend-Andrew Gray. No. 169, Glasgow Burns Clubs Associa
tion-J. Jeffrey Hunter, Alex. M'Kenzie, Joseph Martin, J.P. No. 
181, Primrose-Thomas Sutherland. No. 182, Stane l\fossgiel
·wm. Armour, Geo. Meikle, Alex. Walker. No. 192, Ayrshire· 
Burns Clubs Association-John P. Dickson. No. 202, Ye Cronies, 
Govan-J. Rellie, N. M'Kelvie, R. Coutts, D. Thomson, Isaac
Chalmers, A. Nicol, E. J. Tait. No. 207, Cambuslang vVingate
"'m. lll'Lean, Jas. ll'L Smith, John "Williamson. No. 209, Greenock 
St. John's-Robt. Brown, Alex. M'Gavin, Wm. Gallacher. No. 
218, Bannockburn Empire-\Vm. R. Lennie Jas. Kirkwood. No. 
226, Dumfries-John M'Burnie. No. 234, Glasgow Southern 
Merchants-Wm. Patrick. No. 237, Uddingston Masonic-Jas. 
Donald, R. Nisbet, T. Barr. . No. 244 Dalmuir-Alex. Dillon, 
Parish Councillor J.B. M'Ii°ityre, Jas. M'G;egor. No. 245, Kinnaird 
-Jas. Turnbull, Geo. Cowan, Geo. Jenkins. No. 246, Lochore
'\Ym. Clark, Jas. Bauld. No. 248, Lochgelly Thirteen Jolly Beggar& 
-"'m. \Vlrisker, Geo. Arrol. 

u.-,,....,.,.._~~-~-4iJ!llt,H .... .,,_~~~----------
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Apologies for absence were intimated from Major R. S. Archer, 
V.D., Liverpool; Philip Sulley, F.S.A. (Scot.), Elgin; and H. S. 
l\Iurray, J.P., Ga.Jashiels. 

The minutes of last Annual Meeting were read and approved. 

SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT. 
l\Ir Amos submitted his Annual Report, which was in the 

following terms :-· · 
"We meet once again under the shadow of this seemingly 

interminable war. Notwithstanding trials and disappointments 
we find our country in the fourth year of this titanic strife more 
determined than ever to put an end for all time to the Prussian 
militarism which has been threatening our national life, and, thanks 
to our gallant sailors and soldiers, the day of victory seems each 
day nearer at hand. 

" In snch a national crisis it is but natural that the lull in the 
Burns world should continue, and that many of our Clubs should 
be existing in a state of suspended animation ; but when the day 
of victory comes, and ' it's coming yet for a' that,' none will welcome 
it with more enthusiasm than the members of the Burns Federation. 

" The long Roll of Honour which was published in the Chronicle 
of this year spoke eloquently of the patriotism and self-sacrifice of 
many of our members ; and I ask you to pay your homage to the 
heroes who have died a glorious death since the beginning of this 
year, and also to record your sympathy with their sorrowing relatives. 
Glasgow Rosebery-Private Harry St. Clair Grey Gardner, Royal 

Scots Greys, attached to Argyll and Suth3rland Highlanders ; 
Private Charles E. G. Biggs, Black Watch. 

Larkhall Thistle-Corporal Peter Hamilton, 2nd Seaforths ; Cor-
poral James Shields, K.0.S.B. 

Dnmfries Burns Club-Lif'nt~ Wm. Blacklock. 
Ye Cronies, Govan-Trooper A. l\f'Kinnon . 

. Sunderland-Private 'Vm. H. Calvert, Royal Canadian Rifles. 
Galashiels-Charles Brown~ 
Birmingham-Arthur Falconer, London Scottish. 

" During the year several well known Burnsians have passed 
away, and we sincerely mourn the loss of Sir James Sivewright, 
K.C.~I.G., one of our Honorary Vice-Presidents; Deacon-Convener 
Hugh Alexander; lllr Peter Glasse; and Dr. Wm. Findlay. Each 
of these by Scottish perseverance and uprightness reached a foremost 
place in his own particular line of life, and all four were genuine 
lovers of our Bard. 

" Many who are here will remember with what eloquence and 
hospitality Sir James Sivewright welcomed us to his home on the 
occasion of our conference at Dunfermline. 

" Deacon-Convener Hugh Alexander was born and reared in the 
very heart of the Land of Burns and quite close to the ' Catrine 
'''oods' and 'Braes o' Ballochmyle,' whose charms he so sweetly 
1mng. In the Town Council of Ghsgow he won for himself the 
greatest respect by his business capacity, eloquence, and ~r:insparent 
honesty. He had been highly honoured by his fe!low-c1hzens, and 
still greater honoms seemed in store for him when he was called 
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away. His work in the establishment and endowment of the 
Mauchline Burns Homes deserves our admiration, and we shall 
always remember him as a man whose native kindliness had 
remained unspoiled by success. 

" Mr Peter Glasse was only last year appointed one of our Vice
Presidents. In the great co-operative movement in Scotland he 
held a leading place, and his genial presence will be missed among 
Glasgow Burnsians and in many of the towns where he had ma,de 
warm and attached friendships. 

" Dr Findlay was for many years a successful medical prac
titioner in Glasgow, and he had also gained a wide reputation as a 
litterateur, having published several volumes of charming sketches 
and contributed many valuable articles to magazines and newspapers. 
He had been associated with the Federation sirice its inception, 
and always evinced a deep interest in its affairs. 

" I have also to mention with regret the death of Mr Alex. 
Smith, Secretary, Prestwick Club ; Mr R. J. Charters, Vice· 
President of Jedburgh Club; Mr Boyd, Secretary of Irvine Club; 
Corporal P. Slavin, Secretary of Fauldhouse and East Benhar Club, 
who was killed in action ; and Captain J. Main, Secretary of 
Hamilton Burns Club, also killed in action. 

" Since we last met, the following four Clubs have joined the 
Federation :-Dalmuir, Kinnaird, Lochore Shanter, and Lochge!ly 
Thirteen J oily Beggars. The number of Clubs on the roll of the 
Federation is now two hundred and forty-eight. There is still 11 

brisk call for membership pocket diplomas, and of these I have 
issued during the year ninAty-eight. 

"In January the twenty-sixth ·volume of the Burns Chronicle 
was published. The literary matter reached a high standard, 
and once again we must express our gratitude to our veteran editor, 
whoGe labour of love has now extended ov".r a quarter of a century. 
Financially, however, the Chronicle has not been such a success as 
in former years. 'Without the annual levy it would be impossible 
to carry it on, but our Clubs must understand that if their members 
do not purchase copies of their own Annual, it will be possible to 
continue its publication only at a loss to the Federation. The 
question as to the continuance of the Chronicle at the present time 
has been discussed at a meeting of the Executive Committee, and I 
am sure you will agree with the Committee that our Annual should 
be published as usual. 

"The task of the Rosebery and Carlton Clubs of producing 
for the blind an edition of Burns's poems and selections from his 
letters now approaches completion. The Braille edition has been 
in circulation for some time, and l\Ir Pollock informs me that the 
llfoon e~ition will soon be ready for publication. lVe cannot 
over-estimate the pleasure such volumes will bring to many of our . 
soldiers" ho have had the misfortune to lose their sight in the present 
war, and we heartily congratulate the two Clubs on the success "·hich 
has attended their efforts. 

" The Clasgow District Burns Clubs have been adding to their 
property in l\Iauchline. In addition to the Burns House, they 
have, again through the generous assistance of J\Ir Charles R. Cowie, 
acquired the house that belonged to Dr M'Ken7ie the friend of 
Burns and his family. In announcing the purchas~ of the house, 
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l\Ir Cowie, in a most interesting speech, gave an account of th~ 
worthy doctor and his association with the Poet's wife and famil!. 
A quiet haven of rest has been found for several aged women m 
the Burns House, and its museum has been increased by the addition 
,of interesting relics. 

" To-day there will be brought before us a report on the pro
posed removal of Highland Mary's Monument in Greenock ·west 
Churchyard, owing to the need of shipyard extension. It is hardly 
necessary to say that this proposal has created great excitem3nt in 
the Bnrns world, and that not only in Greenock but throughout the 
'\Vest of Scotland the removal of the honoured dust of Burns's heroine 
from its resting-place will be looked on as an act of desecration. 
Already the cry, 'Hands off Highland Mary's grave! ' h<i.s been 
heard from many Burns Clubs. In this matter there are two points 
of view-the utilitarian, with its cry of need of extension in time 
of national stress, as well as the so-called sentimental cry of the 
Burns worshipper, and I have no doubt. that both sides of the question 
will be placed before you to-day." 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

i\fr Innes submitted an abstract of the financial statement, 
showing that the balance on hand was £227 Os Id, as compare:! 
with £266 last, year, the decrease being accounted for by the loss 
on the Chronicle and the expenses in connection with the Gribbel 
album. 

Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter move:l the following r3solution :-

" That this meeting of the Burns Federation offers heartie3t 
congratulations to President l\f'Naught on the celebration of his 
golden wedding and on his completing 50 years of successful work 
as a parochial schoolmaster and 25 years' arduous. admirable, and. 
gratuitous labour as Elitol' of the Burns Chronicle ; that the 
warmest gratitude of the meeting be expressed to the President 
for his past services, together with wishes for his continued health 
and happiness ; and that it be remitted to the Executive Com
mittee of the Federation (with the exception of the President) to 
consider the propriety of suitably commemorating this auspicious 
year of his life; further, that the said committee be fo~thwith called 

· together with full power to carry to a successful issue any resolution 
adopted by them." · 

l\fr Andrew l\I'Callum seconded the ·resolution, which was carriei 
with unanimity and acclamation. . 

"BURNS CHRONICLE." 

The President reported a slight loss on last year's publication. 
For the ensuing number he had more than sufficient. material, and 
would make a judicious selection, paying special attention to 
current topics. 

On the motion of l\Ir Hugh l\1'Coll, the usual donation of £25 
was votPd to the President for payment of contrilrntors to the 
Chronicl•. 
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SCHOOL COMPETITIONS. 
Mr Alex. Pollock announced that he had received reports of 

School Competitions from Albany, Bridget.on, Shettleston, and Portobello Burns Clubs. The reports were of a very satisfactory character, and would be sent to the Editor of the Chronicle. Mr M'Burnie, Dumfries, and Mr vValker, Stane Mossgiel, also reported on very successful competitions which had been held during the past year under the auspices of their :respective Burns Clubs. 

BURNS'S WORKS FOR THE BLIND. 
Mr Pollock reported that the Moon as well as the Braille editions for the blind were now absolutely completed, and that two sets of the Braille edition, and full s:;ts of the Moon edition had been sent to all the Blind Associations in Scotland, the teaching societies for the blind, and also to the hospitals in all parts of the United Kingdom where heroes blinded through the war were residing. He acknowledged the liberality of the late Sir James Caird which made this excellent work possible, and he thanked Mr J. C. Ewing, Mr Stone, headmaster of Craigmillar School, and J\fr Henry Stainsby, Secretary of the National Institute for the Blind, London, for their disinterested labours in carrying out the work to a successful issue. The President moved a hearty vote of thanks to Mr Pollock for his report, and his invaluable work in connection with this committee of the Rosebery and Carlton Clubs. 

HIGHLAND MARY'S GRAVE. 
- In introducing the subject the President said the question had arisen from an article which had appeared in the Gla.suow Herald early in May, This article announced that Messrs Caird & Co. required an extension of their shipbuilding yard, and the proposed extension necessitated the removal of the Old West Church and Churchyard, which meant the removal of the grave and memorial shrine of Highland Mary. From enquiries he was under the impression that when the Memorial was raised by public subscription in 1842 it was handed over to the Trustees of the West Kirk, and actually became their property. He considered the Federation could not make any move in this matter unless the impetus proceeded first of all from Greenock. He understood the firm in question had approached the Burns Clubs of Greenock and made two offers, either to allow the tomb to remain and have it surrounded by a wall, or to remove it to any place the Burns Clubs wished it to be placed. If the shipyard extension was imperatively necessary to defeat the Germans he was willing to allow his sentimentality to go, but if it was merely a matter of a private firm needing extension, then it was a totally different question. 

Bailie M'Callum, representing Greenock Burns Club, said he knew nothing at all about the stories which had been circulated about the removal of the Memorial. At a meeting of his Club, called to appoint delegates for this conference, the minute read as follows :-" After a free discussion as to the question of the removal of the Highland l\fary l\femorial and Highland Mary's Grave in the Old "\Vest Kirkyard which appears in the ao-enda of the meeting, the representatives were authorised to report°that up to the present time there had been no proposal to remove the Highland l\fary l\frmorial or her ashes," 

____ L___,. 
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,/ llfr R. Brown, acting president of St. Jolm'i; Burn~ Cluh, ·Greenock, homologated what had been sni<l by B11ilin .:'ll'Cnlh1111. Jfo1 Club and the Greenock Club had nn ussm·unco thut llfoHKrH Cnirtl & Co., or their representatives, "·ere quite willinµ; to cnttirtnin unv proposal which would safeguard the remnins and tomh of Hic;hlnn;I Mary, and preserve them to the nation. ' 
Bailie M'Callum added that with such nn llSHurnuce th<'Y under· stood their duty was at an end, as they had no right wlmtever to interfere as far as the graveyard was concerned. 
The President said that, besides the question of Highlnml ::llury'e grave, there was the question of how the luirholders would rogl\l'<l the proposal, as they certainly had a locus staruli. 
Mr Pollock thought it absurd if Highland l\Iary's gra\"o nlono was to be preserved. He hoped they wero better IlurnsinnF! nnd better patriots than to imagine that nny gruvc, however humble, was not sacred. 
After a discussion, in which tho Prcsidmt, Bailio .:'II'Cnllum, Mr 'Vm. Gallacher, Greenock, nnd l\Ir l\I'Gavin, Gro1mock, took part, the President said the best course wns to nppoint a committee to act along with the Greenock rcprcsontativcs to wntch tho evolution of matters. The shipbuil<ling firm could not proceed without a provisional order or Act of Parliament. 
A Watching Committee, consisting of tho l'rosidcnt, Sc<'rdury, Treasurer, Mr Jeffrey Hunter, llfr H. lll'Coll, l\Ir Robt. ""ilson, .l\Ir Alex. Pollock and Mr Joseph l\Iartin, wns thon appointed. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 
Colonel Alex. Gibb, R.E., Rosyth, was appointee! un Honorary Vice-President on the motion of l\fr P. Paterson, Dunformlirn', nnd Captain Wm. Douglas, Glasgow, was elected a Vico-Prf'Ri<lent. Mr P. N. l\I'Farlane, London, was elected London's ropresPntntivo in place of Mr Jas. Thomson, who had resigned. Tho other Office· bearers were re-elected. 
The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to tho Chnirmnn. 

SOCIAL l\IEETING. 
The Del~gates afterwards partook of tea in the Royal !I<~tel • .Captain Douglas, President of the Glasg~w Burns Clubs Assoc111t10!1• occupied the chair. After tea, an enjoyable honr was spent Ill ;:iong and sentiment. 

THOl\IAS A::IIOS, Hon. Srey. 
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List of Clubs which have Subscribed for the Publishing Fund 
from 20th December, 1916,, to 22nd December, 1917. 

Airdrie ... £0 10 6 
Alexandria • . • 0 10 6 
Baillieston Caledonia : .. 0 10 6 
BannockburnEmpire ... 0 10 6 
Barlinnie . . . • . • 0 I 0 6 
Birmingham • •• 0 10 6 
Blackburn-on-Almond 0 10 6 
Blairadam Shanter 0 10 6 
Brechin 0 10 6 
Bristol 0 I 0 6 
Burnbank • . • .. • 0 I 0 6 
Cambuslang Wingate 0 10 6 
Carlisle •.. ... 0 10 6 
Chattanooga, U.S.A. 0 10 6 

,, ,, (arrears) 0 10 6 
Clydebank Barns o' Clyde 0 10 6 
Colorado Springs . • • 0 lO 6 

,, ,, (arrears) ... 0 IO 6 
Cowdenbeath Glencairn . . . 0 10 6 
Cowdenbeath Tam o'ShantbrO 10 6 
Crook 0 10 6 

,, (arrears) O 10 6 
Cumnock O 10 6 
Dalmuir O 10 6 
Dublin 0 10 6 
Dumfries 0 10 6 

(arrears) 0 10 6 
Du;;dalk 0 10 6 
Dundee . . . 0 10 6 
East Calder... O 10 6 
Elgin •.. 0 IO 6 
Fauldhouse... . . • 0 IO 6 
Galashiels •.. ..• . .. 0 10 6 
Glasgow Tam o' Shanter •.. 0 10 6 
Glasgow Thistle • . • 0 10 6 
Glasgow Royalty ... 0 10 6 
Glasgow,Carrick •.• 0 10 6 
Glasgow Rosebery... 0 10 6 

,, ,, , (arrears) 0 10 6 
Glasgow Dennistoun • . . 0 10 6 
Glasgow Bridgeton 0 IO 6 
Glasgow l\Iossgiel • . . 0 l O 6 
Glasgow Carlton •.. . .. 0 10 6 
Glasgow l\Iauchline Society 0 10 6 
Glasgow Albany . .. . .. 0 IO 6 
Glasgow National... 0 lO 6 
Glasgow The Scottish 0 10 6 
Glasgow Kingston 0 IO 6 
Glasgow Auld Clinkum ... 0 10 6 
Glasgow Southern l\:IerchantsO 10 6 
Glasgow and District 0 IO 6 
Govan Fairfield 0 10 6 
Govan Cronies 0 10 6 
Greenock • . • O l O 6 
Greenock Cronies ... 0 10 6 
Greenock St. John's 0 10 6 

Hamilton ... £0 10 6 
Hamilton Mossgiel... 0 10 6 
Hamilton Junior ... ' 0 10 6 
Hardgate Auld Hoose 0 10 6 
Hawick 0 10 & 
Hull... 0 10 6 

· Helensburgh 0 10 6 
Jedburgh 0 10 6 
Kilmarnock 0 10 6, 
Kilmarnock Jolly Beggars 0 10 6, 
Kinnaird, Falkirk... 0 10 6 

,, ,, (arrears) ... 0 10 6 
Kirn... 0 10 6 
Lanark 0 10 & 
Larkhall Thistle 0 10 6 
Larkhall Cronies 0 10 6, 
Lo<:hore 0 10 6 
Lochgelly The Thirteen 

Jolly Beggars . . . . . . 0 10 6, 
London Robert Burns Club 0 10 6 

(arreMs) 0 10 6, 
Mid Argyll ... 0 10 6 
Meikle Earnock 0 10 & 
Muirkirk Lapraik . .. 0 10 6 
N ewbattle and District 0 lO 6 
Newarthill ... 0 10 6 
Newcastle and Tyneside . . . 0 10 6 
Nottingham 0 10 6 
Old Kilpatrick 0 10 6 
Oregon, U.S.A. 0 10 

6
6 

Paisley 0 10 
Paisley Charleston... 0 10 6, 
Paisley St. James ... 0 10 6 
Paisley St. Mirren .. . 0 10 6 
Partick ' 0 10 6 
Partick 'Western ... 0 10 6 
Portobello .. . 0 10 & 

" (arrears)... e 10 6, 
Prestonpans 0 10 6 
Row... 0 10 6 
Shettleston... • .. 0 10 6, 
Stane Mossgiel •. . 0 10 & 
Stirling •.. 0 10 6 
Stonehouse Jolly Beggars... 0 I 0 6 
Sunderland... ... . .. 0 10 6 
Uddingston... . .. 0 10 6 

(arrears) ... 0 10 6 
,, (arrears) ... 0 10 6 

U ddingston Masonic . . . 0 10 6 
Uphall .. . ... . .. 0 10 6 
Valeo' Leven Glencairn .•• 0 10 6 
'Vallsend-on-Tyne... . •. 0 IO 6 
Whitehaven ••. 0 10 6 

£56 14 0 

L~~---~.Qll..._ ____________ _ 
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Alphabetical List of Federated Clubs. 

No. 40. Aberdeen 
84. Abington 
23. Adelaide 
20. Airdrie 

143. Airdrie Gateside 
2. Alexandria 
6. Alloa 

82. Arbroath · 
174. Ardrossan Castle 
232. Arniston 
224. Ashington 
238. Atlanta 
123. Auchinleck 
19. Auckland 

192. Ayrshire Association 
157. Baillieston Caledonia 

· 218. Bannockburn Empire· 
99. Barlinnie . 
12. Barrm\·-in-Furness 
64. Beith 
15. Belfast 

167. Birmingham 
248. Birtley 

30. Blackburn 
125. Blackburn-on-Almond 
184. Blairadam Shanter 
240. Blawarthill 

95. Bolton 
29. Bolton Juniors 

ll9. Bonhill 
142. Bonnybridge 
76. Brechin 

. 120. Bristol 
ll4. Brodick 
106. Broxburn· Rosebery 
230. Burnbank 
185. Burton 
228. Calderwaterhead' 

4. Callander 
llO. Cambuslang 
207. Canibuslang Wingate 

87. Campsie 
71. Carlisle 

102: Carlisle Border 
201. Carlisle Newtown 

81. Carstairs Junction. 

No. I 71. Chattanooga, U.S.A. 
I I. Chesterfield 
51. Chicago 

138. Cleland 
166. Cleveland Scottish 

Association 
93. Clydebank 

189. Clydebank Barns o'Clyde· 
103. Coalburn Rosebery 
233. Coalburn Clachan 
208. Colorado Springs 

79. Corstorphine 
127. Cowdenbeath Haggis 
128. Cowdenbeath Glencairn 
250. Cowdenbeath Tam o' 

Shanter. 
42. Crieff 

241. Crook 
66. Crossgates 
45. Cumnock 

· 86. Cumnock The \Vinsome
Willie 

62. Cupar 
179. Dailly 
244. Dalmnir 

35. Dalry 
158. Darlington 
122. Darnconner 
55. Derby 
37. Dollar 

146. Dublin 
10. Dumbarton 
52. Dumfries Mechanics 

104. Dumfries Oak 
226. Dumfries· 
112. Dumfries Howff 
204. Dundalk · 

14. Dundee 
69. Dunedin 
80. Dunoon Cowal 
85; Dunfermline United 

188. Duns Working Men 
134. Duritocher Heron 

5. Earlston · · 
229. Eastbourne 
103. East Calder 
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:No. 22. Edinburgh 
111. Edinburgh South 
124. Edinburgh Ninety 
] 55. East StirJingshire 
149. Elgin 
217. Eskdale 
126. Falkirk 
231. Fauldhouse 

44. Forfar 
187. Galashiels 

90. Garelochhead 
163. Gateshead and District 

3. Glasgow-'-Tam o' Shanter 
7. Thistle 
9. Royalty 

24. Bank 
.27. . ,, Springburn 
:rn. Haggis 
34. Carrick 
36. Rosebery 
38. J oily Beggars 
.39. St. David's 
41. Dennistoun 
43. Northern 
-47. St. Rollox 
49. Bridgeton 
61. Glencairn 
63. Mossgiel 
67. Carlton 
-68. Sandyford 
·70, St. Rollox 

74. 
78. 
83. 
88. 

J.07. 

109. 
117. 
118. 
139. 
145. 
153. 
129. 
164. 
180. 
181. 

.203. 

:206. 
213. 

.223. 

.234. 

169. 
.198. 

" 

J ally Beggars 
Mauchline Soc. 
Ard go wan 
Co-operative 
Caledonian 
Hutcheson-

town 
Caledonia 
Southern 
Albany 
National 
Central 
The Scottish 
Gorbals 
Kinning Park 
Tollcross 
Primrose 
Dennistoun 

J oJly Beggars 
Daisy 
Kingston 
Auld Clinkum 
Southern Mer-

chant;; 
Glasgow and District 
Gorebridge Jolly Beggars 

~..-....=--=-· ~~ ....... 4111t!~---...... ~~~~~~~~~~~-

No. 59. GourockJollyBeggars 
53. Govan Fairfield 

202. Govan Cronies 
116. Greenloaning 
21. Greenock 

148. Greenock Cronies 
209. Greenock St. John's 
152. Hamilton 
JOO. Hamilton l\fossgiel 
121. Hamilton Junior 
136. Hamilton Royal Oak 
235. Hamilton Glencairn 
210. Hardgate Auld Hoose 
239. Hawick 
222. Hull 
225. Helensburgh 
137. Ispwich 
173. Irvine 

96. Jedbnrgh 
154. Johannesburg, S.A. 
92. Kilbowie 

0. Kilmarnock 
97. Kilmarnock Bellfield 

150. Kilmarnock Jolly 
Beggars 

178. Kilmarnock Begbie's 
186. Kilmarnock Glencairn 
245. Kinnaird. 
115. Kippen 
58. Kirkcaldy 
75. Kirn 
98. Lanark 

144. Larbert and Stenhonse
muir 

170. Larkhall 
211. Larkhall Cronies 

73. Lenzie 
18. Liverpool 

247. Lochgelly 
246, Lochore 

1. London 
183. Londonderry 

28. Mauchline ,J ally Beggars 
175. Meikle Earnock 
214. Melrose 

· 249. Mid Calder Tam o' 
Shanter 

194. l\fiddlebie 
242. Montrose 

8. Morpeth (dormant) 
101. Motherwell 
56. Muirkirk Lapraik 
65. Musselburgh 

199. Newbattle and District 
32. Newark 

133. Newarthill _ . 
156. Newcastle and Tyneside 



No. 131. Nottingham 
17. Nottingham (dormant) 

151. Old Kilpatrick 
172. Oregon, U.S.A. 

48. Paisley 
77. Paisley Gleniffer 

161. Paisley Charleston 
243. Paisley St. James 
205. Paisley St. Mirren 

72. Partick 
135. Partick Western 
227. Penrith 

26. Perth 
54. Perth St. Johnstone 

162. Plymouth and District 
140. Pollokshaws 
190. Port-Glasgow 
212. Portobello 
177. Prestwick 
221. Prestonpans 
176. Renfrew 
191. Renfrew l\foorpark 
132. Riccarton Kirkstyle 
168. Riccarton 
130. Row 
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105. Rutherglen 
193. Rutherglen Jolly Beggars 
216. Rutherglen Royal Burgh 

No. 31. San Francisco 
91. Shettleston 

195. Shiremoor 
13. St. Andrews 

220. St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A. 
182. Stane l\fossgiel 

50. Stirling 
141. Stonehouse 
147. Stonehouse Haggis 
200. Stonehouse Jolly Beggars 

89. Sunderland 
16. Sydney 
57. Thornliebank 

215. Thorniewood 
219. Uddingston 
237. Uddingston Masonic 

94. Uphall 
113. Valeo' Leven Glencairn 
159. Walker-on-Tyne 
165. Wallsend-on-Tyne 
. 46. Warwickshire 
160. Whitburn 
236. Whitehaven 
197. Winnipeg 

25. Winnipeg St. Andrew's 
Society 

60. 'Volverhampton 
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DIRECTORY 
OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

ON THE 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1918. 

No. 0-KILMARNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1808. Federated 
l 885. Place and cl.ate of meeting, George Hotel, 25th 
January. President, Rev. A. B. Thomson, B.D., Dalry 
Manse ; Secretary, Thomas Amos, M.A., 19 Glebe Road, 
Kilmarnock. Committee - Provost Smith, J.P .. ; D. 
l\f'Naught, J.P.; Jas. Middleton, J.P.; ex-Bailie Munro, 
J.P. ; Geo. A. Innes, F.E.I.S. ; Councillor Wm. 
M'l\fonan, B.A.; Major D. Yuille. 

No. I-The LONDON Robert Burns Club. Instituted 1868. 
Federated.1885. Place of meeting, Holborn Restaurant, 
London, 'V.C. President, William Will, l\forningside, 
Marryat Road,·; Wimbledon ; Vice-president, Laurence 
Gunn Sloan, The Pen Corner, Kingsway, London, W.C.; 
Serretary, P. N. l\f'Farlane, Tallis House, Tallis Street, 
London, E.C. ; Treasurer, C. J. Wilkinson-Pimbury, 
C.C. Special features of Club-Historical and literary 
research work ; social gatherings ; Scottish dancing 
classes, &c. But since the war the entire efforts of the 
Club have been confined to the entertaining of woun'.!ed 
and convalescent Scots Guards, Canadian, Australian, 
and South African soldiers, and the raising of money 
for the Royal Caledonian Schools. By the Birthd~y 
concert at Queen's Hall, on January 25th last, th'.l Club 
was able to hand over to that Institution the sum of 
£288 7s. Lord Derby spoke at the concert, and Harry 
Lauder and Mackenzie: Murdoch gave their services. 

No. 2-ALEXANDRIA Burns Cfob. Instituted 1884. Federated 
18~5. . Place and .d_ate of meeting, Village School, lst 
Friday each month. President, Richard Stevenson, 
Stevenson Place, Alexandria; Vice-president, Domld 
l\I'Dougall, Bridge-End Tavern, Bonhill, Ale:rnnlria; 

- Secretary, Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane Terrace, Alexandria; 
Treasurer, James Merrilees, Charleston House, Alexandria. 
Committee-Dougal Stevenson Richard Thomson, Jolm 
Barton, 'Villiarn M'C-regor Harry Flowers and John 
l\f'Crae. ' · ' 

No. 3-GLASGOW Tam o' Shanter. Institute] 1880. Federated 
1885. Place and date of meeting, Trades House Restaur
ant, 89 Glassford Street, Glasgow, last Tuesday of winter" 
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mo.nths. President, John F. Anderson. Rose Villa 
Stepps, Glasgow; Vice-president, \Vm. Renfrew, 20 
Pa~k. Road, ·Glasgow; Secretary, J. Jeffrey Hunter, 
Solu:;1tor, 89 Ba_th Street, Glasgow. Committee-Ex
Pres1dei;it Cou~c1~lor John Smith, H. J. Altmann, John 
Ballantme, "ilharn Black, James Fraser, Archibald 

· Hen~erson, J. D. Maclachlan, \V. Munro Denholm, Gerard 
Morrison, Alex. l\iackenzie, T. P. Thomson, Dr John 
T. Maclachlan, Thos. Smith, J. H. Hurll. Special 
features of Club-Literary evenings and useful movements 
for the promotion of the Burns cult. 

No. 4-CALLANDER Burns Club. 
1885. 

Instituted 1877. Federated 

:No. 5-ERCILDOUNE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
26th November, 1885. Place of meeting, Red Lion 
Hotel, Earlston. President, J. M. D. Simpson, Esq., 
Broomfield House, Earlston; Vice-president Henry 
\Vallace, High Street, Earlston; Secretary, A. l\I. Black, 
Market Place, Earlston. Special features of Club
Celebration of Poet's BiI'thday ; Annual Trip to places 
of interest ; lectures, &c. 

No. 6-ALLOA Burns Club. Instituted 1873. Federated 1885 . 

. No. 7-GLASGOW Thistle Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Fede
rated 1885. Place of meeting, 7 and 9 Miller Street, 
Glasgow. President, John Vallance, 57 College Street, 
Glasgow; Vice-president, Councillor Alex. Allan, 13 
Eglinton Street, Glasgow; Secretary, David R. l\font
gomery, 122 South Portland Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, 
John Eadie, 11 Miller Street, Glasgow. 

No. 8-MORPETH and District Burns Club . 

. No. 9-GLASGOW Royalty Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Fede
rated 1886. Place and date of meeting, Bank Restaurant, 

· Queen Street Glasgow, lst Thursday in October, at 
7.30 p.m. President, George Guthrie, 29 Craigmillar 
Road, Langside, Glasgow; Vice-president. James l\Iac
farlane, 51 Bath Street, Glasgow; Secretary, George F. 
Howarth, 14 St. Vincent Place, Glasgow. 

No. 10-DUMBARTON Burns Club. Instituted 1859. Federated 
1886 Place and date of Meeting, Elephant Hotel, 25th 
Janu"ary. President, John Menzies, Bonhill Road, 
Dumbarton; Vice-president, ex-Councillor John Douglas, 
High Street, Dumbarton. Committee--J ohn ~Ia?Pher
son, Robt. M'Miirray, John M'Clelland, Charles l\I Kmno_n, 
J. B. Cameron, Major T. M'Gill Graham, H .. \V. Ballardie, 
Geo. ·Chapman, D. Clague. Special features of Club
Celebration of the Poet's Birthday. 

No. 11-CHESTERFIELD Burns Society . Federated 1886. 

. .No. 12....:,.BARROW-IN-FURNESS Burns Club.· Federated 1888. 
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No. 13-ST. ANDREWS Burns Club. Instituted 1869. Fede
rated 1886. Place of meeting, Royal Hotel. President, 
Rev. Professor Allan Menzies, D.D., 5S South Street, St. 
Andrews ; Vice-president, W. Macbeth Robertson, soli
citor, St. Andrews; Secretary, David Fraser, Lilybank, 
Largo Road, St. Andrews. Committee-C. R. Christie, 
,Joseph Foster, J. G. Petrie, T. Evans Johnston, D. Hardie, 
Andrew Bennett, Rev. R. W. Wallace, and J. Cargill 
Cantley. 

No. 14-DUNDEE Burns Club. Instituted 1860. Federated 
5th March, 1886. Place of meeting, 36 Nethergate, Dun
dee. President, David Brown, 36 Nethergate, Dundee' 
Vice-president, John Brown, 36 Nethergate, Dundee; 
Secretary, George S. Middleton, 36 Nethergate, Dundee. 

No. 15-BELFAS'r Burns Club. 
1886. 

Instituted 1872. Federated 

No. 16-SYDNEY Burns Club, N.S.W. Instituted 1880. Fede-
rated 1886. Secretary, W. Telfer, School of Art, Pitt 
Street, Sydney. 

No. 17-NOTTINGHAM Scottish Society. Federated 1886. 

No. IS-LIVERPOOL Burns Club. Instituted 1866. Federated 
1886. Place and date of meeting, Hotel St. George, Lime
Street, Liverpool, 25th January, 1917. President, Colonel 
Richard Bulman, V.D., Mersey Chambers, Liverpool; 
Secretary, Major Robert Sinclair Archer, V.D., Clifton 
House, Birkenhead. Chairman of committee--Alex
ander Smith (surviving Founder of the Club). All 
official functions discontinued since commencement of 
the war. 

No. 19-AUCKLAND Burns Club. 
1886. 

Instituted 1884. Federated 

No. 20-AIRDRIE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
1886. Place of meeting, Royal· Hotel, Airdrie. Pre
sident, Lieut.-Colonel Arthur, D.S.0., Glentore, Airdrie; 
Vice-president, George E. Swinhoe, Albert House, Airdrie; 
Secretary, Lieut.-Colonel G. B. Motherwell, solicitor, 
4 East High Street, Airdrie. Committee-Robert Eadie, 
C. R. Larkman, D. Martyn, jun., J. B. Chapman, and 
'William M'Gregor. Special features of Club-Surplu5 
funds distributed each year among local charitable 
societies, &c. 

No. 21-GREENOCK Burns Club (The Mother Club). Instituted 
1802. Federated 1886. Place of meeting, Burns Club 
Room, Parish Council Buildings, Nicolson Street, Greenock. 
President, Provost \V. B. M'Millan, The Craigs, Greenock; 
Vice-presidents, Hugh M'Lean, 77 Bridge Lane, Golder 
Green, London, N.\V., and James Kinghorn, Bani!: of 
Scotland, Port - Glasgow; Secretary, George B. Grieve,· 
25 Robertson Street, Greenock; Treasurer, Hugh Ritchie, 
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\Val!ace Square, Greenock; Musical Directors, Stuart S. Mories and Tom Graham; Librarian, John T. Park; HoLise Convener, Alfred Flett. Directors-\Vm. Nicoll, Dun M:'Callum, J. \V. Bennett, Arch. M'Phail, and Jas. Campbell. Special features of Club~To cherish the name of Robert Burns and to foster a love for his writings, and generally to encourage a taste for Scottish literature. Owns a valuable collection of books on Scottish Literature some of the rarer editions of the '>\Torks of Burns, Manu'. script Poems by Burns, Allan Ramsay, Sir Walter Scott, Longfellow, &c. On the walls are numerous portraits of Burns and his relations, and many pictures and sketches connected with the Poet's life and work. 
No. 22-EDINBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1848. Federated 1886. President, George Williamson, J.P., l 7S High Street, Edinburgh; Vice-president, Robert ·walker, 6 Ro~ral Terrace, Edinburgh ; Secretary and Treasurer, vYilliam Liddle, ·w.s., 5 Hill Street, Edinburgh; Chaplain, Rev. John Wallace, M.A.; Bard, T. N. Hepburn. 
No. 23-ADELAIDE South Australian Caledonian Society. Insti-tuted 1881. Federated 1886. Secretary, H. Tassie, G-ray's Arcade, Adelaide, S.A. 
No. 24-GLASGOW Bank Burns Club. rated 1S86. 

Instituted 1884. Fede-

No. 25-WINNIPEG St. Andrew's Society. Federated 1886. Secretary, David Philip, Government Buildings, "Winnipeg. 
No. 2o-PERTH Burns Club. Instituted l 873. Federated 1886. 
No. 27-SPRINGBURN Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated . 1886. 

No. 28-1\IAUCHLINE Jolly Beggars Burns Club. 
No. 29-BOLTON Juniors Burns Club. Instituted l 881. Federated 1886. 

No. 30-BLACKBURN Burns Club. Instituted 1'>84, Federated 1886. Secretary, Robt. Ferguson, 0 9 Tacketts Street, Blackburn, Lanes. 
No. 31-SAN FRANCISCO Scottish Thistle Club. Instituted 1882. ·Federated 1886. Secretary, Geo. vV. Paterson, 801 Guerero Street, San Francisco, ;U.S.A. 
No. 32-NEWARK Burns Club, U.S.A. Federated 1886. 
No. 33-GLASG-OW Haggis Burns Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. Place of meeting: Fergusoh ar_;,~e~l~~rester's 36 Buchanan Street. President, Arc · 3.i 415 Shields Road ; Vice-president, }\fotthew ~rah~~iter St. Enoch's Square; Secretary, :" m. S. Baird, ' 185 St. Vincent· Street, Glasgow. 
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No. 34-CARRICK Burns Club. Instituted 1859. Federated 
1887. Place and time of meeting, 62 Glassford Street, 
Glasgow, 7 p.m. President, R. A. Wood, Rosevale, 
Kilmarnock Road, Giffnock, near Glasgow, S. ; Vice. 
president, Geo. S. Ballantyne, 119 Albert Road, Lang. 
side, Glasgow, S. ; Secretary, David Sutherland, 123 
Frederick Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, Wm. Morrison, 
62 Glassford Street, Glasgow ; Auditors, Wm. M'Farlane 
and Duncan N orval. 

No. 35-DALRY Burns Cl1ib. Instituted 1825. Federated 1887. 
Place and date of meeting, Turf Inn, Friday, 2lst January, 
1918. President, David Couper, Braeside, Dairy, Ayr
shire ; Vice-president, Hugh Shedden, Templand, Dairy ; 
Secretary, Patrick Comrie, Waterside, Dairy; Official 
Correspondent-J. D. Gordon, solicitor, Dairy. Special 
features of Club-Unbroken record, and meets in same 
Inn where instituted. 

No. 36-ROSEBERY Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
1887. Place and date of meeting, Bath Hotel, Bath Street, 
Glasgow, First Tuesday, October till April. President, 
Hugh M'Coll, 278 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow ; Vice
president, James D. Sloan, 151 Queen Street, Glasgow; 
Secretary, Alex. Pollock, 52 'Vest Nile Street, Glas
gow; Treasurer, Ronald Johnston. Committee-G. 
Armour, John R. Colquhoun, J. Hyslop, Jas. Gardner, 
D. M'Arthur, H. Sturdy, R. A. Cowan, John Ferguson, 
and D. L. v'\Teir. Special features of Club-A course of 
monthly lectures on various literary subjects; inter
visitation of sister Burns Clubs to promote brotherly 
feeling and mutual assistance ; encouragement of the 
young to learn the songs and poetry of Scotland by school 
competitions and prizes. Jointly ·with the . Carlton 
Club the Rosebery Club have carried through the publi
cation of Bnrns'.s Works in Braille type, whereby the 
blind are able to read Burns for themselves. An edition 
of the Poet's works in " Moon " type for blind people who 
are unable to read Braille has also been issued. 

No. 37-DOLLAR Burns Club. Instituted. 29th December, 1887. 
Federated 30th December, 1887. Place of meeting, 
Athemeum. President, J. C. Wilson, Institution Place, 
Dollar; Vice-president, A. M. J. Graham, Town Clerk, 
Dollar; Secretary, D. Kilpatrick, Station Road, Dollar; 
Treasurer, J. l\I. Halley, Ea.~tbourne, Dollar. Special 
features of .Club-To foster the memory of the Poet. 

No. 38-GLASGOW Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 1877. 
Federated 1888. 

No. 39-GLASGOW St. David's Burns Club. Instituted 1887. 
Federated 1889. 

No. 40;._ABERDEEN Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 
1889. Place and date of meeting, Balmoral Temperance 
Hotel, Market Street, dates as arr11;nged (monthly). Pre-
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si~ent, Al.exander Cormack, 40 Whitehall Place, Aberdeen; 
Vice-president, Robert Douglas, 16 Bridge Street, Aber· 
deen; Secretary, Alex. Mutch, 311 Holburn Street, Aber
deen. ?ommittee~Captain Cressy, Wm. Paisley, R. 
Stuart M Kay, \Vm. Smith, Jack Hird, Wm. A. Stewart, 
Peter Cooper, James Donald, James Gill, and Andrew 

·Chenoweth. Special features of Club-To organise 
~ectures and concerts, ~nd otherwise to encourage interest 
m the work and teachmg of Scotia's National Bard. 

No. 41-DENNISTOUN Burns Club. 
rated 1889. 

Instituted 1887. Fede· 

No. 42-CRIEFF Burns Club. Institute:! 1889. Federated 1891. 

No. 43-GLASGOW Northern Burns Club. Federated 1891. 

No. 44-FORFAR Burns Club. InstitutE:d 1390. Federated 1891. 

No. 45-CUMNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 
1891. Place of meeting, Dumfries Arms Hotel. Pre
sident, David Caldwell, Pennyfadzeoch, Cumnock; Vice· 
president, Dr William Armitage, Moorfield, Cumnock ; 
Secretary, John Hume, solicitor, Cumnock; Treasurer, 
Andrew Taylor, Clachlan, Cumnock. 

No. 46-WARWICKSHIRE Burns Club. 
Federated 1891. 

Institute:! 1880. 

No. 47-GLASGOW St. Rollox Burns Club. 
Federated 1891. 

Instituted 1889. 

No. 48-PAISLEY Burns Club. Instituted 1805. Federated 
1891. Place and date of meeting, Commercial Hotel, 
Paisley, First Thursday of each month, Octobe; to May 
inclusive. President, Colonel James Cook, Laigh Park, 
Paisley; Vice-president, Dr R: S. Peni;ian, \Vellmeadow 
House. Paisley; Secretary, Julms F. M Callum, Ma;yfield, 
Sunnyside, Paisley. Special features of .Club-Literary 
and social. Om" ordinary monthly meetings have been 

discontinued meantime. 

No. 49--BRIDGETON B,uns Clnb. Instituted 1870. Federa~~ 
30th November, 1891. Place of meeting, Mechamcs 
Hall, Canning Street. President, Adam C. ~ay, H~lens
lea, Moss Street, Dennistoun,_ '. (Jhsgow ; Vice-president, 
David S. Brown, 79 CanningcStreet, Glasgow; Secre
tary, John G. S. Sproll, 354 Duke Street, Glasgow. (Tele
phone, " Bridgeton, 3063.") Spe2ial feiture of Club-

School Competitions. 

No. 50-STIRLING Burns Club. Instituted .1887: Fede_r11:tcd 
1891. No gathering owing to war. . P~es1d~nt, 'Villm: 
A Weir Forth Crescent, Stirlin!!; Vice-president, Jn~~ 
M'Cullo~h Clarendon Place, Stirling; Secretary, A.j;'x~n er 
Dun, 37 Murray Place, Stirlin.g; ~reasurer;/~a~ :J::~ 
ford.· Committee-John Craig, Ridley San. e ' 
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Hunter, vVm .. Cunningham, J. W. Paterson, Bailie 
Leslie, R. Tennent, John Crawford, '\V. L. Thomson, David 
Dick Bailie Barker, J. S. Henderson, Robert Gray, James 
Dun~anson vVilli<1m Law, and David Covey, Special 
features of'. Club-The Club presents prizes in the Ele
mentary Schools in the burgh for the study of Scot~is_h 
literature and for the singing of Burns's songs, and this IS· 

highly appreciated by headmasters and pupils. 

No. 51-CHICAGO Caledonian Society. Federated 1892. 

No. 52-DUMFRIES Mechanics Burns Club. Federated 1892. 

No. 53-GOVAN Fairfield Burns Club. Instituted 25th January,. 
1886. Federated 23rd September, 1892. Place and 
time of meeting, Masonic Hall, Burndyke Street, Govan, 
7.30 p.m. President, ·wm. Boyd, 181 Copland Road, 
Govan; Vice-president, George C. Campbell, 8 Nimmo· 
Drive, Govan; Secretary, .Jas. F. Steele, 16 MacKechnie 
Street, Govan. Committee-Alex. Phillips, J.M. Watson, 
Thos. Fullerton, Geo. Wardrope, and vVm. M'Cartney. 
Special features of Club-Membership· is growing since, 
at the urgent request of former Secretary, Mr J. M. Hair, 
several enthusiastic Burnsites joined and took an interest 
in it. 

No. 54.-PERTH St. Johnstone Burns Club. Federated 1892. 

No. 55-DERBY Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated 1892. 
Place of meeting, Royal Hotel, Derby. President, T. E. 
Campbell, Wilson Street, Derby; Hon. Secretary (pro tem.), 
W. H. Cunningham, 133 Whitaker Road, Derby; Treasurer, 
R. B. Muir, 2 Selwood Villas, Derby Road, Belper, Derby. 
Special features of Club-To keep alive the memory of 
Burns, and to form an association of Scotchmen in our 
midst. 

No. 5C-LAPRAIK (l\fuirkirk) Burns Club. Instituted 1893. 
Federated 1893. Place and time of meeting, Mason'S' 
Arms Hotel, Muirkirk, at 8 p.m. President, C. P. Bell, 
Main Street, Muirkirk; Vice-president, Peter Mackie, 
Roxburgh Place, Glasgow Road, Muirkirk; Secretary, 
Hugh Bell, Roslyn, Wellwood Street, l\Iuirkirk; Treasurer, 
And. Pringle, Ironworks Cottages, Muirkirk. Committee 
-Thos. '\Veir, Jno. Taylor, Edgar Anderson, Jas. Hazel, 
'Vm. Patrick, Wm. Brown, Arch. Fairbairn, Thos. Hazel. 
Special features of Club-Annual Celebration and edu
cational. 

No. 57-THORNLIEBANK Burns Clnb. Instituted 1891. Fede-· 
rated 1893. Place and time of meeting, Club Room, 
Fridays, 8 p.m. Fresident, Thcmas P. 1'Tinter," Elswick," 
Lochiel Terrace, Thornliebank; SecrEtary, Thomas Haddow, 
Hillside Terrace.' Thcrnliebank ; Treasurer, Hugh Halli
day, Kennishead Road, Thornliebank; . and 15 members 
of Committee. Special features of Club-School children's-

I ~ 
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competitions, Scotch concert, annual outing, Hallowe'en 
festival, Anniversary dinner, and Club meetings. 

No. 58-KIRKCALDY Burns Club. Federated 1892. 

No. 59-GOUROCK Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 18!l3. 
Federated 1893. Secretary, Robt. l\I'Gechan, 2 Torridon 
Terrace, 19 Cardwell Road, Gourock. 

No. 60-WOLVERHAJl.fPTON Burns Club. 

No. 61-GLASGOW Glencairn Burns Ch1h. 

Federated 1893. 

Federated 1893. 

No. 62-CUPAR Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated 
18_93. Presid~nt, Ma:jor \V. Anstruther-Gray, J\1.P., of 
K1lmany ; V1ce-pres1dent, Provost Stark, Millbank, 
Cupar; Secretary, David F. Esplin, Courier Office Cupar. 
Chairman of Committee-Geo. Innes. ' 

No. 63-MOSSGIEL Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Federated 
1893. Place of meeting. South Side Masonic Temple, 
30 Abbotsford Place, Glasgow. President, T. \V. M'Nish, 
82 Cumberland Street, Glasgow, S.S.; Vice-president, 
\Vm. Murray, 92 Albert Drive, Crosshill, Glasgow; Secre
tary, Jos. M'Gregor, 45 Abbotsfmd Place, Glasgow; 
Treasurer, John Coulter. Committee-J. M. Blair. \V. 
Morrison, J. Sanders, \V. Reid, W. Brownlee, R. Parker, 
T. Patrick, and T. Hardie. Special features of Club
Annual celebration on 25th January; reunions for the 
cultivation of social and intellectual intercourse amongst 
members ; encouragement of Scottish literature ; summer 
trip to some poetic spot rendered famous by the Poet ; 
and school children's competitions. 

No. 64-BEITH Burns Club. Instituted 18!l.'.L Federated 12th 
December, 18!J3. Place and date of meeting, Anderson 
Hotel, December, 25th Jannary, anrl ~.forch. President, 
John Snodgrass, Gordonhill, Beith; Vice-presid_ent, 
James Anderson, Craigwell, Crummock Street, Beith ; 
Secretary Neil M'Innes, 5 Grahamfield Place, Beith; 
Treasure~, John Short.; and 10 members of Committee. 

No. 65-MUSSELBURGH Federated Burns Club. Instituted 
188fl. Federated 3rd ,January, 1894. Place and date 
of meeting, Town Hall, December. President, A~ex. 
Mitchell, solicitor, High Street, Musselburgh; Vice
president, Walter \Valker, lnveresk Road, Musselburgh; 
Secretary, Herbert Millar', solicitor, High Street, Mussel· 
burgh; Treasurer, John Gordon, Eskside, Mnsselburgh. 

No. 66-CROSSGATES Burns Club. Federated 1894. 

No.' 67-CARLTON Btirns Club. Instituted 18!l4. Federated 
189.J.. Place of meeting, Arcade Cafe, Glasgow. Pre
sident Chas \V C Mac.l<'arlane, 11 Regent Park Squar"d· 

' • · · • · nr G d" ?() Holyroo Glas.,.ow · V1ce-pres1dent, nm. ·ar iner, ~ . 26 
Quadrant, Glasgow; Secretary, Wm. J. Straiton, 
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Aberdour Street, Glasgow. Directors-\Vm. G. M'Leod, 
D. R. Anderson, Quintin Moore, 'Vm .. Henderson, Dun. 
Cameron, Matt. M. Duff, Dan. S. Munn, Jas. M'Blane, 
Jno .. C. Brown, and Past Presidents ex officiis. Special 
features of Club-Literary and social. 

No. 68_:SANDYFORD Burns Club. Instituted 13th December, 
1893. Federated 1894. Place and time of meeting, 
Grand Hotel, 7.30 p.m. Hon. President, A. P. Hamilton, 
100 West Regent Street, Glasgow; President, ex-Bailie 
Jas. Gardiner, "Overwood," Fleurs Avenue, Dumbreck, 
Glasgow ; Vice-president, \Vm. Thomson, 493 St. Vincent 
Street, Glasgow ; Secretary, \V. Smith Tait, C.A., 79 
\Vest Regent Street, Glasgow. Committee~as. Wells, 
A. Wood Smith, J. M'Naught Campbell, Captain W. l\f. 
Douglas, ,Tames Michie, David Dalrymple, \Vm. Turner, 
Jas. Miller, Duncan Taylor, Alex. Duthie, Jas. Allan, 
and Harry Guest. 

No. 62-DllNEDIN Burns Club. Federated 1894. 

No. 70-GLASGOW St. Rollox Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Fede
rated 1894. 

No. 71-CARLISLE Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated 
1895. Place and date of meeting, Viaduct Hotel, Third 
Saturday in ·the month. President, James Porteous, 
47 Scotland Road, Carlisle; Vice-presidents, T. Caton, 
D. Main, G. Brown, J. Stewardson, Dr Doughty, and F. 
Jones; Secretary, Thomas George Beattie, 200 Warwick 
Road, Carlisle.. Committee~. J. Dawes, J. Crawford, 
J. Meldrum, J. Blue, G. Topping, R. 8. Kirk, and J. 
Jardine. Special features of Club-Anniversary dinner, 
papers are read and discussed at all the monthly meetings, 
Scottish literature J::ejng a very special feature. 

No. 72-PARTICK Burns Club. Federated 1895. President, 
C. R. Cowie, \Voodend House, Partickhill, Glasgow; 
Vice-presidents, ex-Bailie Jas. A. Ferguson, Ardnith, 
Partick, and ex-Bailie Geo. Douglas, l\fanhanset, Bishop's 
Road, Jordanhill, Glasgow; Hon. Secretary, Robert 
Carswell, 204 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. Committee 
-ex-Provost T. Stark Brown, James Donaldson, Geo. ,V, 
Duckett, Arch. Low, J. l\I. Lamont, J. l\fontgomerie, David 
Muirhead, ex-Bailie Charles R. Murray, Robert Paul, 
~· _Richmond, J. Ogilvie Robertson, \Vilson Robertson, 
••iaJor George Stout, Capt. James Watson, ex-Provost 
J aim White, John W. 'Wilson, Matthew White, and 
Robert Young. 

Ne. 73-LENZIE Burns Club. Federated 1896. 

·N0. 74-GLASGOW l\Iauchline Society. Instituted 1888. Fede· 
r11;ted 1895. President, J. Leiper Gemmill, 162 St. 
Vmcent Street, Glasgow; Vice-president, John Hyslop, 
Ashton, Uddingstone. Secretary, William. Campbell, 166 
Buchanan ·street, Glasgow; Treasurer, Thomas Killin, 2 
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.Stewarton Drive, Cambuslang. Special features of Club
-To promote sociabilit.y among natives of Mauchline 
and friends, and manage the National Burns Memorial 
and Cottage Homes, Mauchline. · 

No. 75-KIRN Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1892: 
Federated lOth February; 1896. Place and date of meet· 
ing, Queen's Hotel, Kirn, 25th January. President 
ex-Provost Dobie, Clydesdale Bank Buildin"s Dunoon '. 
Vice-president, J. W. Scott, Ailsa View, Kirn"'·' Secretary' 
John Macnair, house agent, Kirn. Treas~rer Baill~ 
Lees, Fernycrag, Kirn. Committee-Colonel M9-c~nachie,. 
R. D. Brown, P. F. More, J. M'Kell, D. Morrison, and Jas. 
Reid. Special feat.ures of Club-Sincrin" and recitin" 
competitio°:s for children ; annual exc~rsfon ; debating 
and recreat10n branch; carpet bowling, &c., in Kirn Hall 
three times· every week. 

No. 76-BRECHIN Burns Club. Instituted January, 1894. 
Federated 7th March, 1896. President, William Anderson, 
2 Airlie Street, Brechin ; Vice-president, Charles Thomson, 
Eastbank, Brechin; Secretary, F. C. Anderson; 10 St. 
Mary Street, Brechin. Committee-J. A. Hutcheon, 
J. Scott Lindsay, J: S. Melrose, J. F. L%mmond; Robert 
Anderson, Alex. Norrie, and David K. Laing. 

·:No. 77-PAISLEY Tannahill Burns Club. 
Federated 1896. 

Instituted H\92. 

No. 78-GLASGOW Ardgowan Burns Club. 
Federated 1896. 

Instit'..lted 1893. 

:No. 79-CORSTORPHINE Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Feie
rated 1896. Secretary, \V. M. Wilson, 7 Belgrave Place, 

Corstorphine. 

:N"o. 80-DUNOON Cowall Burns Club. 
rated 1896. 

Instituted 1896. Fede· 

No. 81-CARSTAIRS. Junction Burns Club. 
Instituted 1896. 

Federated 1896. 

No. 82-ARBROATH Burns Club. Instituted 1888. · Federated 
1896. President, Dr J. D. Gilruth, Hyde Park ~o.use, 
Arbroath; Vice-president, John R. W. Clark, sohc1t<;>r, 
Arbroath · Secretary Ernest F. Cobb, Town Chamberlam, 
·Arbroath; Treasure~, F. W. 1\1oon, solicitor, Arbroath. 

Instituted 1896. 
·No. 83-GLASGOW Co-operative Burns Club. 

Federated 1896. 
Federated .1896 . .' 

No. 84-ABINGTON Burns Club. 

No 85-DUNFERMLINE United Burns Club. Instituted 1812. 
· b 1896 Place and date of 

Federated 12th Novem er, · . F ,t' 1 1918) 
meeting Royal Hotel, 25th January (no et .iva B m. 
Hon: P;esident~, Lieut-.-Col. The Earl of E gm, roo · 
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hall, Dunfermline ; Sir Richard Mackie, Leith ; Col. 
Alex. Gibb, Rosyth, Dunfermline; and ex-Bailie Stewart, 
Dunfermline; Hon. Vice-presidents, \V. D. Imrie, Wm. 
Black, P. Donald, and R. Taylor; President, A. P. lliac
bain, Kincholle, Venturefair Avenue, Dunfermline; Vice
president, Robert Hutchison, Dunfermline ; Secretary 
and Treasurer, P. Paterson, 23 Bruce Street, Dunfermline. 
Committee-John Brown, P .. Donald, \Vm. Black, R. 
Taylor, Thos. Lessells, Major Fred \V. Yates, and H. 
Murray. · 

No. 86-CUMNOCK Winsome Willie Burns Club. Instituted 1856. 
Federated 1896. Place and date of meeting, Hotel.Royal, 
first Saturday of every month; at 7 p.m. President, 
Robert Hyslop, Waterside Place, Cumnock; Vice
president, James Findlay, Garrallan Cottages, Cumnock; 
Secretary, Hugh Campbell, 43 Barhill Road, Cumnock; 
Treasurer, Gilbert M'Kissock. Committee-William 
Hyslop, George Jardine, John M'Donald, Matthew \Velsh, 
William M'Kie, and James M'Crindle. 

No. 87-CAMI'SIE Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 18!Hl. 

No. 88-GLASGOW Caledonian Burns Club. Instituted 1896. 
Federated 1897. 

No. 89-SUNDERLAND Burns Club. Instituted January, 1897. 
Federated April, 1897. Place and date of meeting, Palatine 
Hotel, 2nd Wednesday September to !\fay, 7.30 p.m. 
President, J. A. MaC'donald, 10 Alice Street, Sunderland; 
Vice-president, N. Cameron, The Laurels, Ettrick Grove, 
Sunderland; Secretary, M. Neilson, 14 East \Vhickham 
Street, Sunderland; Treasurer, A. \V. Semple; 
Librarian, G. Mackay; Auditor, G. Findlater; Hon. 
Pipe-Major, W. Graham. Committee-D. Condie, W. 
M. Donaldson, G. Mitchell, A. Short, and J. M'Lagan. 
Special features of Club-Anniversary celebration, read
ing of papers, pipe band. Visitors cordially welcomed. 

No. 90-GARELOCHHEAD Burns Club. Instituted 18th 
November, 1895. Federated 2lst !\fay, 1897. Place 
of meeting, Garelochhead Hotel. President, Major 
D. B. Anderson, Brookvale Cove, Dumbartonshire; 
Vice-president, David Stark, Anchorage, Garelochhead; 
Secretary, John Douglas, Dahlandhui, Garelochhead. 

No. 91-SHETTLESTON Burns Club. Instituted 1897. Fede· 
rated 1897. Place of meeting, Corn Exchange Restaurant, 
Gordon Street, Glasgow. Hon. Presidents, J. Cresswell, 
J. Lucas, M.A., F.E.I.S., R. M. Milholm, W. Reid, F.E.I.S.; 
President, Jas. Wilson, Jesmond, Sandyhills, Shettleston; 
Vice-president, \V. V. Graham, Springboig, Shettleston; 
Secretary, J_ L. Stewart, M.A., 55 Brownlie Gardens, 
Tollcross, Glasgow; Treasurer, T. Barrie; Bard, D. 
Rodger. Committee-D. Allan, A. Cresswell, R. W. 
HL.nter, J. Ramsay, J. S. Smith, M.A., F.E.I.S., E. S. 
T:tompson, J. \Valker, J. Brown, and J. l\I'Farlane. 

___ .,...~ 
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.No. 92-KILBOWIE Jolly . Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 
September, 1896. Federated 26th August, 1897. Place 
and time of meeting, T. F. Ross's Restaurant, Thursdav 
7.30 p.m. President, Alex. M'Donald, Montrose Street: 
Clydebank; Vice-president, Wm. Paterson, Livingstone 
Street, Clydebank; Secretary, "William Crum, 34 Granville 
Street, Clydebank. Committee-Messrs D. J. Clark, Blair, 
Brown, Clarke, Dale, Dunbar, Flnrey, l\'l'Farlane, Lovie 
Melrose, . Philip, 'Valters, . and l\'l''Villiams. Special 
features of Club-The cultivation of a better knowledge 
of the life and works of the Bard, and the study of Scottish 
literature by the reading of papers, &c., original and 
selected, amongst the members. 

.No. 93-CLYDEBANK Burns Club. Federated 1897. 

.No. 94-UPHALL Tam o' Shanter Burns Club. Instituted 12th 
September, 1897. Federated 16th September, 1897, 
Place of meeting, Ross Hall, Uphall. Pre.sident, A. S. 
Banks, 102 Pumpherston, Mid Calder ; Vice-president, 
Daniel Ross, Mill Bank, Uphall; Secretary, Jas. Purdie, 
Hawthorn Place, Uphall; Treasurer, Robt. Denholm. 
Special features of Club-To further the works of Burns, 
and to keep his memory immortal. 

No. 95-BOLTON Burns Club. 
1897 . 

Instituted 1881. Federated 

. No. 96-JEDBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1869.· Federated 
13th November, 1897. Place of meeting, Royal Hotel. 
President, Dean of Guild A. Watson, Abbey Cottage, 
Jedburgh; Vice-president, ex-Provost Boyd, J.P., The 
Cottage, Bongate; Secretary, "\-V. Renilson, Maitland 
House, Jedburgh; Treasurer, J. Tweddle, Castlegate, 
Jedburgh. Committee-Provost W. Oliver, J.P., 
Bailie Walker, and Messrs J. Oliver, James Cree, J. 
Brown, W. Swanston, P. Carruthers, and ,V, Aitken . 

.No. 97-KILMARNOCK BeOOeld Burns Club. Instituted 1895. 
Federated 1898. Place and date of meeting, Bellfield 
Tavern, first Friday in each month. President, John 
Guthrie, New Mill Road, Kilmarnock; Vice-president, 
Daniel Picken, Glebe Avenue, Kilmarnock; Secretary, 
Thomas Neilson, 2 Paxton Street, Kilmarnock; Treasurer, 
J. Neilson, "\-Vallace Chambers, Kilmarnock. Committee 
-D. Kennedy, J. Smith, A. Roger, W. Henderson, and 
A. Minto. Special features of Club-Social intercourse 
amongst the members and kindred clubs ; celebration 
of the Poet's birth ; meetings for the reading of literary 
papers relative to the life and works of Burns and kindred 
subjects . 

. No. 98-LANARK Burns Club. Instituted 1891. Federated 
1898. Secretary, Thomas Lithgow, Furr_owflatt, Lanark • 

.No. 99..:..BARLINNIE Burns Club, Instituted 1893. Fe:lerated 
1898. Place of meeting, Officers' Recreation Hall. Hon. 
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President, Jas. Cram, Esq.; President, Dr "\V. J. H. 
Sinclair, M.B., C.M., Park View, Barlinnie, Glasgmv; 
Vice-president, James Cumming, Lyndhurst, Riddrie, 
Glasgow; Secretary and Treasurer, Alexander Mackay, 
10 Officers' Quarters, Barlinnie, Glasgow; Chaplain, 
Rev. David \Vatson, D.D. Committee--Captain Bairdr 
Messrs J. Murray, G. Geekifl, J. M'Quater, J. Arnott, D. 
Galloway, and J. Murrie. Special· features of Club
To foster and encourage the study of Scottish poetry 
and literature, especially amongst the ·young. 

·No. 100-HAMILTON Mossgiel Burns Club. Instituted 1892. 
· Federated <Jth April, 1898. Place and time of meeting,. 

Commercial Hotel,· first Tuesday of month, at 7.30 p.m. 
President, William Maxwell, Chapel Street, Hamilton ;· 
Vice-president, Alexander Roberts, 16 Butterburn Parkr 
Hamilton; Secretary, Staff-Sergeant E. Baker, 51 Camp· 
bell Street, Hamilton; Treasurer, Wm. Hamilton, Burn·· 
foot, Bent Road, Hamilton. Committee-R. M. Alston, . 
ex-Bailie Anderson, Wm. Bain, A~ W. Campbell, J. T .. 
Ferguson, J. D. M'Leod, and G. Niven. 

No. IOI-MOTHERWELL Workmen's Burns Club. Federated 
. 1898. . 

No. 10:'.-CARLISLE Border Burns Club. Instituted 1898 .. 
Federated 1898 . 

. No. 103-COALBURN Burns Club. Federated 1898. 

No. 104-DUMFRIES Oak Burns Club. Federated 1898. 

No. 105-RUTHERGLEN Cronies Burns Club. Instituted 1896 .. 
Federated 1898 . 

. No. 106-BROXBURN Rosebery Burns Club. Federated 1898. 

No. 107-HUTCHESONTOWN Burns Club:. Instituted 1897. 
Federated 1898. Place . and date 'of meeting, 570' 
Rutherglen Road, Glasgow, first Friday of month, at 7.30 
p~m. President, G. D; Miller,. 16 Mathieson ·Street, 
Glasgow, S.S.; .Vice-president, John W. Kerr, 4 Nisbet 
Street, Parkhead, Glasgow; Secretary, Robert A. Sinclairr 
4 Govanhill Street, Crosshill, Glasgow. 

No. 108-EAST CALDER and District Jolly Beggars Burns Club. 
Instituted 25th January, 1897. Federated 1898. Place 
and time of meeting, Grapes Inn, East.Calder, at 8.15 p.m .. 
President, James Millar, Burnhouse ]'arm, Kirknewton; 
Vice-presid1mt, James Robertson,. Main Street, East 
Calder;. Secretary, Thomas F. Penman, Milestone Cottage,. 
East Calder. 

Nod09-GLASGOW Caledonia Burns Club. Instituted 1898. 
Federated 1899. 

No. 110-'-CAl\IBUSLANG Burns Club. 
rated 1898. 

Instituted 1850. Fede-

______ ___.,.. 
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No. Ill-SOUTH EDINBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1889. 
Federated 1899. 

No. 112-DUMFRIES·Burns Howff Club. Instituted 1889. Fede
rated lOth August, 1899. Place and date of meeting, 
Globe Hotel, monthly. President, John Maxwell, English 
Street, Dumfries; Vice-president, John Houston, High 
Street, Dumfries; Secretary, Thomas Laidlaw, 3 St. 
Michael's. Terrace, Henry Street, Dumfries ; Treasurer, 
Thos. Robertson. Committee-T. Robertson (No. 2), 
J. M'Alister, W. Carruthers, W. Lamb, J. L. Armstrong 
A. M'Lellan, Jas. Smith, and C. Walker. ' 

No. 113-VALE OF LEVEN Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 
1897. Federated 1899. Place and date of meetincr, 
Albert Hotel, Alexandria, last Saturday of month ;;t 
6.30 p.m. Hon. President, Peter Burdon, Viewf~rth, 
Balloch ; President, Hugh M'Bain, l\fossgiel, Dalmonach 
Road, Bonhill; Vice-president, Alexander Campbell, 
82 Bridge Street,. Alexandria; Secretary, Daniel Mac
millan, Smollett Street, Alexandria; Treasurer, George· 
l\L Colquhoun, Main Street, Bonhill. Committee-
Robt. Mossman, Daniel M'Innes, William Smith, Norman 
M'Cammon, and Andrew White. Special features of 
Club-Celebration of 25th January ; summer outing ; 
and occasionally short papers by members. 

No, 114-BRODICK Burns Club. 
1900. 

Instituted 1899. Federated 

No. 115-KIPPEN and District Burns Club. Instituted 1896. 
Federated 1900. Place of meeting, Gillespie Memorial 
Hall, Kippen. President, Thomas Syme, Shirgarton, 
Kippen; Vice-president, Andrew Main, Strewiebank, 
Kippen Station; Secretary, Samuel Thomson, Pointend, 
Kippen. Committee-James l\l'Ewan, Robert Leckie, 
Peter Matson, John Montgomery, Alex. Denovan, Robt. 
Christie, Thos. Clark, William G. Archibald, T. C. Darling, 
John Mackintosh, John Travis, and Robt. Davidson. 
Special features of Club-To promote a knowledge of 
the life and works of Burns an annual children's prize
competition is held, open to the school children of Kippen 
and the surrounding schools. The subjects of competition 
are set songs and recitations from the works of our National 
Bard. For this purpose a fund is maintained, and annually 
many valuable prizes are given. 

No. 116-GREENLOANING B~rns Club. Instituted 1889. Fede
rated 1900. Place and date of meeting, Greenloaning 
Inn, 25th January, at 7.30 p.m. President, 'Villiam 
A. Wedderspoon, Carsebreck Farm, Blackford ; Vice
president, David M'Gillivary, Brace; Secretary, James 
Bayne, Kinbuck, Dunblane. Committee-J. M'Naughton, 
W. Taylor, R. Taylor, J. Chalmers, S. Watson, G. Robert
son, and A. Graham. 

No. 117-GLASGOW Southern Burns Club. Instituted 1899. 
Federated 1900. 
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:No. US-GLASGOW Albany Burns Club. Institute·d 1900. 
Federated 1900. Place of meeting, Trades House 
Restaurant, S9 Gl11ssford ·· Street. President, . William 
Cullen, M.D., 3 Queen's Crescent, Glasgow, \V.; Vice
presidents, Robert Carmichael, 89 Elderslie Street, Glas
gow, and Isaac Craik, Glenara, Cambuslang; Acting 
Secretary, Robert . Carmichael, 89 Elderslie Street, 
Glasgow; Treasurer, S. B. Lithgow; Librarian, William 
Dall. Directors-R. D. Donaldson, William l\I'Naughton, 
Andrew C. Riddall, Alexander Gray, David Annand, 
and J. R. Mirrlees. Past Presidents, Robert Goodall, 
J. W. Bain, James Taylor, Thomas Kennedy, John Brown, 
Ninian MacWhannell, John A. Headrick, James Raeside, 
Thomas M'Bride, and Dr Cullen. Special features of 
Club-Lectures and harmony, and to cultivate a know
ledge of the works of Burns among school children, in 
comtection with which a. competition is held yearly and 
medals and volumes given to the successfol competitors. 
Membership limited to 150. Annual subscription, 
2s 6d. Life membership, £1 ls. No meetings of members 
have been held since the beginning of the war. The 
children's competition was held. 

No. 119-BONHILL Burns Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 1900 . 

. No. 120-BRISTOL Caledonian Soci~ty (an incorporation of the 
Bristol Caledonian Benevolent Society, instituted 1820, 
and the Bristol Burns Club, instituted 1894). Incorporated 
1898. Place of meeting, Caxton Rooms, Bristol Bridge, 
Bristol. President, John Turnbull, 1 Baldwin Street, 
Bristol; Vice-presidents, Alex. Cameron, 1 \Vine Street, 
and Alex. Stewart, 26 Ravenswood Road, ..Redland, 
Bristol; Hon. Secretary, Angus C. Turnbull, 26 Florence 
Park, Redland, Bristol. Special features. of Ch1b
Have instituted and become responsible for annuities 
to a number of needy persons .connected with Scotland 
by birth, marriage, or parentage, resident in Bristol. 

.No, 121-HAMILTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted September, 
1886. Federated April, 1901. Place and date of meeting, 
Mrs Bell's, Union .Street, Hamilton, first Monday each 
month. President; William Ferguson, Douglas Cottage, 
Douglas Street, Hamilton; Vice-president, David Cross, 
127 Quarry Street, Hamilton; Secretary, William Wilson, 
5 Haddow Street, Hamilton; Minute Secretary, A. 
Thomson; Steward, \V. Kane. Committee-J._ Brown, 
H. Paton, R. Cochrane, and G. Gilmour. Special features 
of Club-J!,eading of essays on various subjects, concerts, 
competitions, summer rambles, and social evenings. (30 
members.) . 

_No. 122-DARNCONNER Aird's Moss Burns Club. Instituted 
4th November, 1901. Federated 4th November, 1901. 
No fixed meeting-place at present. . President, Hugh 
Sloan, 71 Walker Row, via Auchinleck; Vice-president, 
Andrew Neil, Darnconner, via Auchinleck; Secretary, 
'Villiam Naismith, Darnconner, viaAuchinleck; Treasurer, 

--
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James Baxter, Darnconner, Auchinleck. Committee
Ronald Blair, John M'Turk, Alex. Clews, Alex. M'Dowall. 
Special features of Club-To foster and encolirage an 
interest in the works of our National Poet. 

No. 123-AUCHIKLECK Boswell Burns Club. Instituted lOth 
December, 1901. Federated lOth December, 1901. 
Place and date of meeting, Market Inn, last Saturday of 
month. Prnsident, Geo. M'Comb, Park Road, Auchin
leck; Vice-president, Thomas Mackie, Dalsalloch Houses, 
Auchinleck; Secretary, Peter Strachan, 192 Dalsalloch 
Houses, Auchinleck. Committee-D. Muir, A. Crozier, 
and John M'M:ahon. Special feature of Club-Harmony. 

No. 124-EDINBURGH Ninety Burns Club. Instituted 1890. 
Federated 1902. Place of meeting, Ferguson & Forrester's, 
Princes Street. President, William H. Riddell, 60 Grange 
Road, Edinburgh ; Vice-president, J. Augustus Beddia, 
11 Merchiston Crescent, Edinburgh; Secretary, W. J. S. 
Dalling, solicitor, 173 Bruntsfield Place, Edinburgh. 
Treasurer, John \Vilson, 66 High Street, Edinburgh. 
Special features of Club-Anniversary dinner, dance, 
at-home, excursion, and business meetings. 

No. 125-BLACKBURN-ON-ALMOND Rabbie Burns Club. 
Instituted 1900. Federated 1902. Place and date of 
meeting, Almond Inn, Blackburn, first Thursday every 
month. President, William Currie, East Whitburn, 
Bathgate; Vice-president, Alex. Smith, Blackburn, 
Bathgate; Secretary, Robt. Carlyle, West-end, Black
burn, Bathgate; Treasurer, James Steele. Committee
James Robb, Robt. Suttie, Alex. Paden, and Robt. Dick. 

No. 126-FALKIRK Burns Club. Instituted 1866. Federated 
1902. No meetings during .war. President, James 
M. Wilson, Arnotfield, Falkirk; Vice-presidents, H. B. 
Watson, Harlesden, Falkirk, and T. C. Wade, \Vood
croft, Larbert; Secretary, R .. H. Menzies, Bank Street, 
Falkirk. 

No. 127-COWDENBEATH Haggis Burns Club. Instituted 1903. 
I Federated 1903. . 
I 

No. 128-COWDENBEATH Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 
July, 1898. Federated 14th May, 1903. Place of 
meeting, Raith Arms Inn. President, Wm. Foster, 61 
Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath ; Vice-president, Thomas 
Harrower. Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath; Secretary, 
Eb. Hunter, 31 ·Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath ; Treasurer, 
Thos. Wilson. Committee-Wm. Breingan, J.- Banks, 
A. White, Wm. Simpson, and Andrew M'Kechnie. _Special 
features of Club-To maintain and further the interest 
in Burns, and to celebrate the Poet's birthday. 

Ko. 129-GORBALS Burns Club. 
1903. 

Instituted 1902. Federated 
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No. 130-ROW Burns Club. Instituted 6th February, 1902. 
Federated 1903. Place and date of meeting, Colquhoun 
Arms, January, June, and October, at 8 p.m. President, 
Major John M'Farlane, I West Clyde Street, Helensburgh; 
Vice-president, W. Fraser, F.E.I.S., Clarkfield, 29 Camp
bell Street, Helensburgh; Secretary, Robert Sloan, Holly
lea, Row, Dumbartonshire; Treasurer, George Walker, 
Luggray Lodge, Row. Special features of Club-Social 
intercourse among its members; 

No. 131-NOTTINGHAM Scottish Association. Instituted October, 
1902. Federated November, 1903. Place of meeting, 
Mikado Cafe, Long Row, Nottingham. President, John 
Crawford, J.P., Springfield, Bulwell, Nottingham; Secre
tary, John Currie, 24 Arboretum Street, Nottingham; 
Treasurer, M. J. Kay, A.C.A., 27 Kimbolton Avenue, 
Lenton Sands, Nottingham. Special features of Club
Social intercourse among members ; celebration of Burns's 
birthday. 

No. 132-RICCARTON Kirkstyle Burns club. Instituted 1904. 
Federated 1904. 

No. 133-NEWARTHILL Burns Club. Instituted 26th September, 
1903. Federated 28th March, 1904. Place and date of 
meeting, H. Watson's, last Saturday every month, at 
7.30 p.m. President, John Henshaw, Church Street, 
Newarthill, Motherwell; Vice-president, Thomas Law, 
Allan Place, Newarthill, Motherwell; Secretary, Duncan 
Crawford, 267 High Street, Newarthill, Motherwell. 
Committee--Thos. Crombie, Thos. Nimmo. and Thos. 
M'Alpine. 

No. 134-DUNTOCHER Heron Burns Club. Institute:i l 89i. 
Federated 1904. 

No. 135---PARTICK 'Vestern Burns Cluo. Instituted 1903. Fe:le
rated 1904. Place and date of meeting, Windsor Re
staurant, Partick, last Thursday of each,month. President, 
A. V. Smith, 9 Strathcona Street, Anniesland, Glasgow,W.; 
Vice-president, Richard Hubbard Hoy, 482 Dum1:Jarton 
Road, Partick; Secretary, Allan Stark, writer, ISO West 
Regent Street, Glasgow. 

No. 136-HAJ\ULTON Royal Oak Burns Club. Institut~d 1898. 
Federated 1904. 

No. 137-IPSWICH Burns Club. Instituted 1902. Fe:ierated I9H. 

No. 138-CLELAND Burns Club. 
1904. 

Instituted 1904. F<i:leratd 

No. 139-GLASGOW National Burns Club, Ltd. Instituted 
1905. Federated 1905. Place and date of me-3ting, 
Daily, in Club Room, 21 India Street, Glasgow. Pre
sident, Alex. Mackenzie, 210 B<ittlefield Road, Langaid3, 
Glasgow; Vice-president., James Hempseed, 356 G:ira~ub~ 
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Road, Glasgow; 
Street, Glasgow. 

Secretary, ·william Hamilton, 21 India 
Special feature of Club-Social. 

No. 140:-POLLOKSHAWS 
Federated 1905. 
Pollokshaws. 

Burns Club. Instituted 1865. 
Secretary, Jas. Milne, Burgh Hall'!, 

No. 141-STONEHOUSE Burns Club. 
rated 1905. 

Instituted 1904. Fede-

No. 142-BONNYBRIDGE Burns Club. Instituted 190~. 

Federated 1905. 

No. 143-AIRDRIE Gateside Burns Club. Instituted 1904. 
Federated 1905. 

No.144-LARBERT and STENHOUSEM:UIR Temperance Burns 
Club. Instituted 1904. Federated 1905. 

No. 145-GLASGOW Central Burns Club. Instituted 1905. 
Federated 1905. 

No. 146-DUBLIN Burns Club. Instituted 1905. Federated 
1905. Place of meeting, as arranged. Past President, 
Thomas A. Stodart, 16 Northumberland Road, Dublin; 
President, J. Hubbard Clark, J.P., Inverclyde, Iona 
Park, Glasnevin, Dublin; Vice-presidents, James Stephen, 
50 Rathdown Road, N.C.R.; James Watson, Newcourt, 
55 Harold's Cross ; James Dean, 35 'Vicklow Street ; 
G. H. Telfer, 33 Windsor Avenue, Fairview; and David 
A. Quaid, T.C., 7 Eustace Street; Hon. Secretary, John 
Farquhar, 7 Fairview Avenue, Fairview, Dublin; Hon. 
Treasurer, Alexander Lyon, 111 Botanic Road, Glasnevin; 
Hon. Auditors, J. B. Taylor, and A. Moorhead. Com
mittee-Wm. M'Carthy, Robert Morrison, George Hill, 
S. Wylie, E.W. Warren, David Lyon, and 'Vm. Bowden. 
Special features of Club--Having for its object the per
petuity of the memory of Robert Burns by the celebration 
of his birthday and otherwise, and for intellectual im
provement as well as the social intercourse and enjoyment 
of its members. 

No.147-STONEHOUSE Haggis Burns Club. Federated 1905. 

No. 148-GREENOCK Cronies BurnR Club. Instituted January, 
1899. Federated 9th November, 1905. Place and date 
of meeting, 15 Charles Street, first Wednesday each month, 
October till April. President; George Cameron, 7 Mount 
Pleasant Street, Greenoek; Vice-president, Alex. Moffat, 
32 West Stewart Street, Greenock; Secretary, David 
Braid, 67 Dempster Street, Greenock; Treasurer, Joseph 
Innes, 5 Brachelstone Street, Greenock. Special features 
of Club-To cherish the name of Robert Burns and foster 
a love for his writings, and generally to promote good· 
fellowship. · 

No. 149-ELGIN Burns Club. Reconstituted December, 1899. 
Federated 1905. Place and date of meeting, Annual 
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celebration circa 25th ,January. Hon. President, J. W. 
Dunlop, Hon. Sheriff-Substitute, Elgin; President, 
Colonel Johnston of .Lesmurdie, Elgin; Vice-president, 
A. Gillan, Elgin; Secretary, John Foster, Sheriff.Clerk 
of Morayshire. Committee-John Vittie, T. R. l\Iackenzie, 
Philip Su!Iey, F.S.A., J. G. Shiach, and R. C. T. Mair. 

No. 150-KILMARNOCK Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 
February, 1905. Federated 1905. Place and date of 
meeting, "Wee Thack," Grange Street, last Friday of 
each month and every Saturday night. President, John 
Brown, 13 Hurlford Road, -Riccarton, Kilmarnock; 
Vice-president, George M'Donald, 6 Old Irvine Road, 
Kilmarnock; Secretary, R. Jamieson Green, 58 Park 
Street, Kilmarnock; Treasurer, David Mitchell, Fairy 
Hill Road, Kilmarnock. Special features of Club
Perpetuating the memory and works of Robert Burns, 
the National Bard of Scotland; that the agency employed 
for the attainment of this object be the celebration of 
the Poet's natal day, and such other measures as the 
Club may from time to time adopt. 

No. 151-0LD KILPATRICK Burns Club. Instituted 1900. 
Federated, 20th January, 1906. Place and time of 
meeting, Gentles Hall, every month, at 7.30 p.m. Pre
sident, William Cockburn, N.-B. Station House, Bowling; 
Vice-president, Robert Newlands, Gavinburn .Place, Old 
Kilpatrick; Secretary, Robert Smith, Maryville, Old Kil
patrick; and 8 Committee-men. Special features of Club 
-Nothing specia.l in the way of social or educational 
events owing t\) the serious time; but all helping, as in 
the past three years, to send a parcel to all brave lads 
who have left our district and area. 

No. 152-HAMILTON Burns Club. Instituted 1877. Federated 
1906. Place of meeting, Commercial Hotel, Hamilton. 
President, Sheriff Hay Shennan, Angus Lodge, Hamilton; 
Vice-president, David 111. Andrew, Wellhall Road, 
Hamilton ; Secretary, David N. Cross, Bank of Scotland 
Chambers, Hamilton; Treasurer, '\V. Martin Kay, 
Craigton Lodge, Hamilton (on service) ; Acting Treasurer, 
David N. Cross. Special feat,1res of Club-The pro
ceedings of the Club are in abeyance meantime. 

No. 153-SCOTTISH Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 
1904. Federated 27th February, 1906. Place and date· 
of meeting, Miss Buick's Tea Room8, 147 West George 
Street, Glasgow, first Thursday monthly, at 7.30 p.m. 
President, J. D. Bauchop. LL.B., 27 Glencairn Drive, 
Pollokshields, Glasgow; Vice-presidents, J. S. Gregson, 
167 Hyndland Road,. Clasgow, and S. B. Langlands, 1413· 
Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow; Secretary, \Vm. R. Petrie, 
24 St. Vincent Place, Glasgow. Special features of Club 
-To encourage Burnsiana among its members. 

No. 154-JOHANNESBURG Bnrns Club. Instituted 1900. 
Fede:-ated 1906. Secretary, Rich<:ird Rusk, · solicitorr 
Natal Bank Buildings, l\Iarket Square, Johannesburg. 

--~ 
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No. 155-EAST STIRLINGSHIRE Burns Club. Instituted· 
January, 1905. Federated September, 1906. Place of 
meeting, Cross Roads Inn, Falkirk. President, Alex. 
Cruickshanks, Union Buildings, Carron Road, Falkirk;· 
Vice-president, Wm. Cowan, 46 Mary Street, Grahamston,. 
Falkirk; Secretary, Alex. Glen, 12 Gordon Terrace,· 
Carron Road, Falkirk; Treasurer, James M''Villiam. 
Committee-Wm. Galbraith, Jas. Inglis, Charles Brooks, 
Jas. Morrison, and James Niven. Special features of Club· 
-To foster and maintain an intimate and thorough 
knowledge of the lifo and works of Burns ; to celebrate 
the anniversary of his birth in supper, song and senti
ment ; and to propagate and encourage a kind, social,. 
and brotherly feeling one towards another. 

No. 156--NEWCASTLE and TYNESIDE Burns Club. Institi.lted· 
1864. Federated 4th October. 1906. Place and date 
of meeting, Central Exchange Hotel, Fridays, 7 o'clock. 
President, \Villiam Maxwell, 88 Osborne Road, Newcastle
on-Tyne; Vice-president, R. M. Graham, c/o Bainbridge· 
& Co., Market Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Secretary, 
James H. M'Kenzie, 15 Otterburn Avenue, Gosforth, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; Treasurer, John Dempster, 51 
Northumberland Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Special 
features of Club-To associate Scotsmen and all admirers· 
of Burns ; to cultivate literary pursuits ; to preserve 
an interest in Scottish manners, customs, and affairs, 
and for purposes of a kindred character. 

No. 157-BAILLIESTON Caledonian Burns Club. Instituted 
25th January, 1901. Federated 5th October, 1906. 
Place and date of meeting, Free Gardeners' Hall, second 
Thursday of each month, at 8 p.m. President, JameS' 
Adams, 154 Main Street, Baillieston ; Vice-president, 
Thomas 'Vaugh,. Crosshill, Baillieston; Secretary, Alex
ander R. D. ,Johnstone, 66 Main Street, Baillieston. 
Special features of Club-Monthly lectures or essays, 
to "·hich friends are invited ; to foster ana encourage a 
thorough knowledge of Scottish history and the life 
and works of Burns; to perpetuate the memory of our 
National Bard by an annual social meeting on or aS' 
near the 25th of January as possible. 

No. 158-DARLINGTON Burns Association. Instituted 8th 
March, 1906. Federated 18th October, 1906. Place 
and date of meeting, Temperance Institute, average 
monthly during winter, no fixed night. President, Philip
Wood, M.A., 24 Cleveland Terrace, Darlington;, Vice
presidents, Wm. Forster, J.P., Elmbank, Darlington; 
John Henderson, 6 Trinity Terrace, D:irlington ;, John 
M. Galt, 4 vVest Park, 'Voodlands Road, Darlington ; 
Secretary, Robt. M. Liddell, 37 Langholm Crescent, 
Darlington; Treasurer, Geo. Lawson, 5 Holi:;riwood 
Grove, Harrowgate Hill, Darlington. Comm1ttee
.Jno. C. VEitch, Jas. Shirlaw, J. J. Black, Jno; Macfarlane, 
Andrew Morton, Jas. Deas, Dr Munro, Gavin Stru~hers, 
and Robt.· Storar. Special features of Club-Series of 
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lectures, to which friends (including ladies) are invited; 
annual Scottish concert ; annual social gathering ; 
anniversary dinner. 

[No. 159-WALKER Burns Club. Institutecl 1892. Federated 
llth November, 1906. Place of meeting, Royal Hotel, 
·walker (no meetings till war is over). President, John 
M'Kay, 623 Welbeck Road, Walker; Vice-presidents, 
John Keith, 663 "Wolbeck Road, and James Reid, 9 
'Vestbourne Avenue, Walker; Secretary, Andrew D. 
Bell, 717 Welbeck Road, Walker,· Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Treasurer, Robt. M'Rory, 26 Eastbourne Gardens, Walker. 

"No. 160-WHITBURN Burns Club. 
1906. 

Instituted 1906. Federated 

No. 161-CHARLESTON Burns Club, Paisley. Instituted 25th 
January, 1905. Federated 20th December, ]!)06. Place 
and date of meeting, 1 7 Stevenson Street, quarterly. 
President, Thos. Summers, 15 Neilston Road, Paisley; 
Vice-presidents, Hector Craig, 17 Stevenson Street, and 
Andrew Wylie, Glenfield; Secretary, Andrew Walker, 
16 Stevenson Street, Paisley ; Auditors, Hugh Black 
and vVm. vVaddell. Special features of Club-Pro
pagation of the knowledge of the writings of Burns in the 
district, and a friendly feeling among the members and 
kindred clubs. 

No. 162-PLYMOUTH and District Caledonian Society. Instituted 
8th February, 1898. Federated 8th March, 1907. Pre
sident, James Thain, "Bon-Accord," ll Craven Avenue, 
Plymouth; ViC'e-president, 'Vm. Johnston, 10 Seaton 
Avenue, Mutley, Plymouth; Secretary, P. Robertson, 
89 Alcester Street, Devonport. 

No. 163-GATESHEAD and District Burns Club. Instituted 
1887. Federated 1907. Place and date of meeting, 
Royal Hotel, first Thursday of each month September 
to April. President, E. Johnston, 110 vVestminster 
Street, Gateshead-on-Tyne; Vice-presidents, E. Bennett, 
T. Hetherington, R. Good, J. Blackhall, and J.E. White; 
Corresponding Secretary, Wm. Bain, 142 Westminster 
Street, Gateshead-on-Tyne; Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer, G. J; Porter, 6 Trevelyan Terrace, Gateshead
on-Tyne; Hon. Piper, Pipe-Major Munro Strachan, 20 
Diamond Street, 'Vallsend-on-Tyne (now of the Tyneside 
Scottish). Special features of Club-To associate Scots
men and admirers of Burns ; to keep up Scotch customs 
and study works of Burns. 

No. J64-KINNING PARK Burns Club. Instituted 1881. Fede
rated 1907. Place of meeting, Masonic Halls, Rutland 
Crescent. President, John D. M'Lachlan, 10 Gilmour 
Street, Ibrox, Glasgow ; Vice-president, Thos. Dean, 
45 Cornwall Street, Plantation, Glasgow; Ser.retary, 
John Downie, 29 Melville Street, Pollokshields, Glasgow ; 
Treasurer, Thos. l\L Moffat. Committee-A. M. ""elsh, 
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R. N. Bain, Jas. Hay, Jas. M'Intyre, Chas. Leggat, John 
Wood; and Donald M'Donald. Special features of Club
A competition among school children for the singing and 
reciting works of Scottish poets ; ladies' social evenings. 

No. 165-WALLSEND Burns Club. Instituted 18th April, 1907. 
Federated 18th April, 1907. Place of meeting, Assembly 
Rooms, Wallsend-on-Tyne. President, John Polson, 
41 Carvale Road, 'Vallsend-on-Tyne; Vice-president, 
Dougal Walters, 35 North Road, \Vallsend-on-Tyne; 
Secretary, Andrew Gray, 3 Burn Avenue, Wallsend-on
Tyne; Treasurer, David Liddle. Committee--W. Cox, 
J. Heron, \V. Johnston, W. William, and Alex. Gove. 
Special features of Club-To associate Scotsmen and 
admirers of Burns ; to cultivate literary pursuits and 
love of Scottish song and story by promoting Scotch 
concerts ; also to preserve an interest in Scottish manners, 
customs, and affairs. 

No. 166-CLEVELAND Scottish Association. Instituted 1907. 
Federated 1907. Secretary, A. \Vallace, 6 Royal Exchange, 
Middlesboro'ugh. 

No. 167-BIRMTNGHAM Burns Clul>. Instituted 1906. Fede
rated 1907. Place and time of meeting, Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, at 7.30 p.m. President, A. A. Fairweather, 
"Drumderran," Scribers Lane, Hall Green, Birmingham; 
Vice-presidents, James A. Budge, 40 Anderton Park 
Road, Moseley, Birmirn;ham, and Wright Murray, 130 
Oakwood Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham; Secretary, 
Thos. Barclay, 15 City Arcades, New Street, Birmingham; 
Treasurer, Robert M'Kenzie, 50 Stirling Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. Special features of Club-To cherish 
the name of Robert Burns, to foster a love for his writings 
and celebrate the anniversary of his birthday, and to 
promote friendly and social intercourse amongst Scotsmen 
and Scotswomen in Birmingham. 

No. 168-RICCARTON Burns Club. Instituted 7th February, 
1877. Federated 14th January, 1908. Place of meet
ing, Commercial Inn, Riccarton. President, Robt. 
Wyllie" sen., Fleming Street, Riccarton; Vice-president, 
R. P. Walker, Kay Park Terrace, Kilmarnock; Secretary, 
Jas. P. Moir," Craigallan," 39 Campbell Street, Riccarton. 
Committee-Geo. Cunningham ("Pate l\i'Phun "), John 
P. Dickson, and J. 'Villiamson. Speaial features of Club 
-Social intercourse amongst the Burns fraternity; to 
spread and become familiar with the Poet's works. 

No. 169-GLASGOW and DISTRICT Association of Burns Clubs 
and Kindred Societies. Instituted Hl07. Federated 
1908. . Place of meeting, Royal Hotel, 106 Sauchieh1~1l 
Street, Glasgow. Presdent. Alexande~ l\Iac~enz1e, 
210 Battlefield Road, Langside, Glasgow; Vwe-pres1dents, 
C. R. Cowie, 24 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, and 'Vm. 
Cockburn, N.B. Railway, Bowling; Secretary, J. -!effrey 
Hunter, solicitor, 89 Bath Street, Glasgow. Committee-
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Hugh M'Coll, George Armour, James M. Campbell, lsaa<r 
Chalmers, James Mercer, R. M. Millholm, A. !lfackay, 
vV. R. Pitt, William Reid, F.S.A.A., A. C. Riddall, Thomas 
Killin, A. A. Stewart, W'. J. Straiton, ex-Councillor 
Sutherland, James Tudhope, Alex., M. Shand, John F. 
Anderson, A. R. Young, J.M. Brown, and J. G. Galpine. 
Special features of Club-To further the interests of the 
Burns cult by promoting closer union between the Clubs 
in the district and bringing the members of these Clubs 
into more harmonious relationship, and to take the 
initiative in instituting and· recommending movements 
likely to be beneficial to the cult. 

No. 170-LARKHALL Thistle Burns Club. Instituted November, 
· 1906. Federated 18th April, 1908. President, John 

Crozier Hislop, 17 Percy Street, Larkhall; Secretary,. 
·wmiam Nicol, Machan, Larkhall. 

No. 171-CHATTANOOGA Burns Society, Tenn., U.S.A. Insti-· 
tuted 25th January, 1908. Federated 2nd June, 1908. 
Time of meeting, Annual Dinner, 25th January. Pre
sident, James Francis Johnston, 505 \Valnut Street, Chat
tanooga, Tenn. ; Vice-president, Milton B. Ochs, c/o· 
C l1aitanooga Time8; Secretary, Robert Burch Cooke,. 
C03-~-5-6 James' Building, Chattanooga, Tenn. Board 
of Gm.·ernors-Frank Sptirlock, James Blackwood, E. G. 
Cl.epin, N. Thayer Montague, and above officers. Special' 
features of Club-Library of Burnsiana, social meetings,
par:ers and lectures. 

No. 172- OREGON Burns Club, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Insti-
. il:tcd 25th January, 1908. Federated December, 1908. 

Flace of meeting, Chamber of Commerce Building. Pre-· 
sidfnt, 'Villiam C. Bristol, \Vilcox Building, Portland, 
Or< gon; Vice-president, Dr Edward A. Marshall, Ore
gonif.n Building, Portland, Oregon; Secretary, Alexander· 
'1'. Smith, 143 Hamilton Avenue, Portland, Oregon; 
Chairman of Executive Committee, James Hislop, 63· 
Front Etreet, Portland, Oregon. 

No. 172-JRVJNE Burns Club. Instituted 1826. Federated 
18th November, 1908. President, Rev. John Paterson, 
B.D., Fullarton Manse, Irvine; Vice-president, John 
Irving Moffat, Parklea, Irvine ; Secretary, Bailie R. 111. 
Hogg, B.A. 

No. 174-ARDROSSAN Castle Burns Club. Federated 1908, 
Secretary, \Ym. Gibson, Hill Cottage, 90 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan. 

1ro. 175-1\'IEIKLE EARNOGK Original Burns Club. Instituted 
· l6th l\Iarch, 1906. Federated 2lst December, 1908. 

Place of meeting, John Crowe, Cadzow Vaults. President, 
James Shepherd, 2 Moore St.reet, Ca.dzow, Hamilton;· 
Vice-president, Alex. Laird, 50 Eddlewood Buildings, 
Hamilton; Secretary, John Hepburn, 127 Eddlewood 
BuildingR, Hamilton. Committee.:_Andrew Hamilton, 
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John Hamilton, William Pollock; John· Cuth0ertson, 
and Robert Lees. Special features of' Club-To keep 
ever green the memory of Scotia's greatest son, and 
disseminate the prin9iples he strove to inculcate. 

No. 176--RENFRE'V Burns Club. Federated 6th December, 
1898. Place of meeting, Renfrew. Vice-president, 
A. Whyte, Friars' Croft, Renfrew; Secretary, 'Vm. S. 
Cochran, 20 Renfield Street, Renfrew. 

No. 177-PRESTWICK Burns Club. Instituted 1902. 
1908. Place of meeting, Royal Hotel. 
Councillor James Meikle, Powbank, Farm; 
James M'Cance. · 

Federated 
President, 
Treasurer, 

No. 178-KILMARNOCK Begbie's Burns Club. Instituted 1908. 
Federated 1909. Place and date of meeting, AngeI 
Hotel, third '\Vednesday of each month. President, 
John Stewart, 13 Hill Street, Kilmarnoc;;:; Vice-pre
sident, Andrew Sinclair, 65 M'Lelland Drive, Kilmarnock; 
Secretary, 'Villiam Lennox, 11 Nursery Avenue, Kilmar
nock. Committee--John Brown, Wm. Johnstone, Hugh 
Dale, A. M'D. Anderson, David Lang, John Douglas, 
and "'m. Muir. Special features of Club-Reading of 
papers relative to the works of Burns and kindred sub
jects ; celebrating the birthday of the Poet. 

No. 179-DAILLY Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 22ad 
January, 1902. Federated 22nd January, 1902. Place 
of meeting, King's Arms Hotel Hall. President, Thomas 
Dykes, King's Arms Hotel, Dailly ; Vice.president, Adam 
Wilson, wood merchant, Dailly ; Secretary, Hugh Dykes, 
Ring's Arms Hotel, Dailly. Committee-S. l\'l'Blain, 
H. M'Culloch, Robt. Smith, Dr Macdougall, and Dr 
Macinroy. Special feature of Club-Celebrating the 
Poet'a anniversary. 

No. 180-GLASGOW Tollcross Burns Club. Instituted 1908. 
Federated 1009. Place and date of meeting, Tollcross 
Bowling Club-house, first Tuesday every month. President, 
Allan Shaw, Clyde Terrace, Tollcross ; Vice-president, 
'Villiam M'Gregor, 'Vest Thorn Farm, Tollcross; Secre
tary, Alex. 'Wilson, Braidfauld Cottage, Tollcross ; Trea
surer, Walter Newton, l\1overn, Tollcross. 

No. 181-GLASGOW Primrose Burns Club. Instituted 1901. 
Federated llth February, 1909. No meetings being 
held during present crisis. President, Thomas Sutherland, 
Ashborne Villa, Minard Road, Partick; Vice-president, 
A. R. Young, 178 Buchanan Street, Chsgow; Secretary, 
'James W. Swann, 104 North Hanover Street, Glasgow; 
Treasurer, James Lamb, 328 Parliamentary Road, Gla~
gow. Special features of Club.:._Monthly meetings, anm
versary dinne:-, and annual outing. 

No. 182-STANE (Shotts) Mossa-iel Burns Clu'.:>. InstitLited 3rd 
February, 1908. Fed~rated 24th February, 1900. Place 
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of meeting, First Friday of ouch m'.lnth, except June, 
July, and August. President, Jas. Cairns, 121 Torbothio 
Road, Stane, Shotts; Vice-president, William Rodger, 
104 Main Street, Stane, Shotts; Secretary, Alex. Walker, 
9 Torbothie Road, Stane, Shotts; Treasurer, Jas. White, 

l Stano Place, Stane, Shotts. Special features of Club-
1 apers read on the Poet and his works and Scottish 
literature; school competitions; celebration of anni· 
versary. 

Ne>. 183-LONDONDERRY Burns Club and Caledonian Society. 
Instituted 1907. Federated lOth June, 1909, Place 
of meeting, 'Vorking Men's Institute, Diamond. Pre
Eident; Alex. l\i'Lean, J.P., Victoria Park, Londonderry; 
Vice-president, Geo. Burns, Sackville Street, London· 

derry; Secretary, Jas. C. Scrimgeour, 3 Sunnyside 
Terrace, Londonderry; Treasurer, Walter Nichol. 

No. 184-BLAIRADAM Shanter Burns Club. Instituted 2lst 
August, ]!)07. Federated 29th August, 1909. Place 
of mefting, Blairadam Tavern. President, James 
\Vilkie, Hutton's Buildings, Black Road, Kelty; Vice. 
president, Alexander Robertson, Hutton's Buildings, 
Black Road, Kelty ; Secretary, Thomas Anderson, Blair

forgel Forge, Blairadam. Committee-George Burdon, 
Robert Storrar, Andrew Anderson, David Storrar, and 
\Vm. Clark. Special features of Club-Songs and 
readings. · 

No. 185-BURTON Burns Club. Instituted 1908. Federated 

[ l!lOO. 
I 

No. !Se-KILMARNOCK Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 1909. 
Federated 1910. l lace and date of meeting, Bridge Inn, 
Robertson Place, second Friday of each month, at 8 p.m. 
President, Alex. Smith, l 3 Arbuckle Street, Kilmarnock; 
Vice-president, .James Gilmour, 22 Arbuckle Street, 
Kilmarnock; Secretary, John Thorburn, 12 Fairyhill 
Road; Kilmarnock. Committee-John Ferguson, Alfred 
Dunmore, and Alex. Anderson. Special features of Club 
-The encouragement of social intercourse amongst 
its members and kindred Clubs ; the celebration of the 
Poet's birth; meetings for the reading of literary papers 

relatiYe to the works of Burns and kindred subjects. 

No. 187-CALAFHIELS Burns Club. Instituted IOth December, 
IDOS. Federated 9th December, 1909. Place and time 
of mrnting, Town Hall, at S p.m. President, Provost 
Sutherland, Albert Place, Galashicls; Vice-president, 
Rev. Dr Butler, The llfonse, Calashiels; Secretary, Tom C. 
Hutchison, 83 High Street, Galashiels; Treasurer, John 
Hoc'ge, .inn., 12 Island Street, Galashiels. Special 
featt:re of Club-School competitions. 

No. 18S-DUNS Working Men's Burns Clnb. Instituted Hl02. 
Federated HHO. Secretary, Robt. Cameron, British Linen 
Bank, Duns. 
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No. 189-CL YDEBANK B;irns o' Clyde B~1mq CU~. Institute:! 
Sth February, l '396. Place ?f me~tirig, H•1t,cheon's 
Restaurant, Clydebank. Presdent, Thoma> Ab!Jott, 
123 Glasgow Road,· Clydebank; Vice-president, William 
Anderson, 6 Cameron Street, Clydebank; Se.cretary, 
Andrew Duncan, 18 Kilbowie Road, Clyde':>ank. 

No. 190-PORT-GLASGOW Burns Club. Institutei 13th Jan-
uary, 1910. Feierated 5th April, 1910. Pl;ic9 and 
date of meeting, Co-operative Hall, Princes Street, first 
Friday, September till March. . President, Tho:nas 
Wylie, High-holm Street, Port-Glasgow; Vice-president, 
Wm. R. Niven, 47 Firth View, Port-GlaSO"OW; Searetary, 
Jas. Hicks, jun., 20 John Wood Street, 

0

Port-GLtsgow; 
Treasurer, John S. Pearson, Flemington, Po:t-Glasgow. 

No. 191-MOORPARK Burns Ch1b. Instit:ited 1908. Fe.ier.:ttei 
1910. Place of meeting, Moorpark Hall. Preaiient, 
Alexander Blackley, St. Andrew's Drive, Mo::.rpark, R9n
irew; Vice-president, William M'Intyre, R9nfrew House, 
Renfrew; Secretary, Ebenezer Inglis, Glasdale, Faulds· 
head Road, Renfrew; Treasurer, James Clark, l\foorpark, 
Renfrew. Special features of Club-To provide social 
and literary eveni.ngs for member<> and friends ; to encourage 
the study and love of Burns's works by holding an anmml 
children's competition in Moorpark .School in March ; 
to celebrate the birth of the Poet by annual festival on 
25th January. 

No. 192-AYRSHIRE ASSOCIATION" of Fe:lerated B.irns Club3. 
Instituted 1908, Federated 1910. Plac3 ani d!tte of 
meeting, Quarterly, at various places· and tim9s in the 
county. President, Andrew Sinclair, 65 M'Lell!tni 
Drive, Kilmarnock; Secretary, William Lennox, 11 
Nursery Avenue, Kilm<J.rnock. Committee - Arch. 
Laird, James Moir, Hugh CJ.m?b9ll, Wm. H::tll, JoJ.n 
M'G::egor·, James Que9.y, and Th_os. Neils:>n. Spe3iJ.l 
features of Club-To further the mtereits of the Burns 
cult by promoting closer union betwe3n the Clubs in the 
count.y, and to render ,all possible assistance t·~ th"l work 
of the ·Federation. 

.No. 193-RUTHERGLEN Jolly Beggars Burns Club. 
1910. Federated 1910. 

Institutei 

No. 194-MIDDLEBIE Burns Club. Instituted 1909. Feieratei 
1910. Secretary, 'Valter A. Mather, Donkins House, 
Kirtlebridge, Ecclefech <J.n. 

No. 195-SHIREMOOR ' Blue Bell Burns Club. Institute:! 
November, 1906. Feierat9d 14th Noven'~er, 1910. 
Place and date of meeting, Blue BeU. Hotel, ev.ery four 
weeks from 30th August. President, John 'V1lson., II 
Duke Street, Shiremoor, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Vice· 
president, John Marah<J.11, C. Pit Cottages, B<t?k1vorth, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; Szcretar ;, Ja'1!es Fyfe 'V1lson, 29 
Hauow Street, Shiremoor, New~astle-on-Tyne; TreJ.surer, 
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1Vm. Richardson. Committe~Robt: Fyfe,· G. Fyfe, 
M. Armstrong, J. Aitchison, and J, Sneddon; Special 
features of Club-To foster the memory and songs of the 
Poet ; annual celebration in rooms ; annual summer 
outing; and musical evenings. 

No. 196-MID-ARGYLL Burns Club. Instituted llth January, 
1909. Federated 27th December, 1910. Place of 
meeting, Royal ·Hotel, Ardrishaig. President, John 
Campbell, Glenfyne House, Ardrishaig ; Vice-president, 
Robert Finlay, Royal Hotel, Ardrishaig ; Secretary, 
Andrew Y. Roy, Tigh-an-Eas; · Ardrishaig. Committee
Wm. C; Harvey, J. l\L l\fontgomerie, Alexander Blue, 
Archibald Campbell, John M'Alister, Archibald MacBain, 
and John M'Arthur. Special features of Club-Cele
bration of the Poet's birthday and to encourage the 
study of his works. 

No. 197-WINNIPEG Burns Club. Instituted 1905. Federated 
1911. Secretary, A. G. Kemp, Box 2886, Winnipeg. 

No. 198-GOREBRIDGE Twenty-five Jolly Beggars Burns Club. 
Federated 28th November, 1913. Place of meeting, 
Mr Brunton's Inn, Gorebridge. President, Robert Burn
side, Main Street, Gorebridge; Vice-president, Robert 
Weir, Victoria Street, Arniston, Gorebridge; Secretary, 
John Duncan, 5 Slate Row, Arniston, Gorebridge. Com
mittee-Robert Davidson, William Weir, John Darling, 
Robert Millar, Robert Robertson, and Andrew ·walker. 
Special features of Club-Holding the Poet's anniversary; 
also children's competitions, and concerts during the year. 

1\o. 199-NEWBATTLE and DISTRICT Burns Club. Instituted 
October, 1910. Federated November, 1910. Place 
and date. of meeting, Bowling Green Pavilion, every 
third Saturday, at 6.30 p.m. President, Geo. Humphrey, 
Saughs Cottages, Newtongrange; Vice-president, Wm. 
Carson, Saughs Cottag()s, Newtongrange; Secretary, 
James Kennedy, 14 Lingerwood Road, Newtongrange, 
Midlothian. Corrimittee--J. Samuel, J. Brown, 1Ym. 
Brown, Geo. M'Intosh, P. Gray, P. Dickson, D. Richard
son, D. Pryde, J. Gilmour, T. Dalgleish, Jas. Currie, and 
J. Dickson. Special features of Club-The encourage
ment of social intercourse amongst its members and 
kindred Clubs; reading of literary papers relative to 
Burns and kindred subjects ; celebrating the Poet's 
birthday. During the last three years we have been 
successful in handing over £100 to local charities through 
a series .of concerts promoted by the Club, and intend 
augmEntmg that sum by future concerts. 

No. 200-STONEHOUSE Jolly Beggars Bl.~rns· Club. Instituted 
J~m:ary, 1911. Federated· 2lst March, 1911. Place 
anc: cls.te of meeting, Buckshead Inn, every alternate Friday. 
F1esident,. Samuel Kennedy, Queen Street, Stonehouse; 
vice-president, Daniel Todd, Union Street, Stonehouse; 
Secretary, Matthew Steel, Camnethan Street, Stonehouse; 
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Treasurer, Robt. Anderson, Bucksh9:d. Inn, Stonehouse. 
Special features of Club-To promote social intercourse 
among the people of the village. 

:No. 201-CARLISLE Newtown Burns Club. Instituted November, 
1910. Federated 27th April, 1911. Place 'of meeting, 
Green Dragon Hotel. President, P. T. Pa.terson, 71 
Scotland Road, Stanwix, Carlisle; Vice-presidents, 
G. E. Edmondson, l\fillbourne Arms Hotel, and John 
Hare, 16 Orchard Street, Carlisle; Secretary, Robert 
Burns, Green Dragon Hotel, Carlisle. Committee--R. 
Gillespie, J. M'Gregor, T. Pearson, R. Scott, J. Reid, R. 
Cartner, J. Scott, J. Maxwell, D. Wilson, J. Carruthers, 
D. Inglis, G. Jeffrey, J. Bainbridge, and J. Johnstone, 

. No. 202-GOVAN Ye Cronies Burns Club. Instituted IS95. Fede
rated 1911. President, James Rellie, 18 Elder Street, 
Govan; Vice-president, Nathan M'Kelvie, 258. Lang
lands Road, Govan ; Secretary, Robert Coutts, 32 Tassie 
Street, Shaw lands, Glasgow; Treasurer, John M'Kinnon; 
Bard, Thomas M. \Valker, M.A. Committee-Past-presi
dents Andrew Nicol, Isaac Chalmers, and Ernest J. Tait; 
Anthony M'Dowall, Lachlan M'Laine, James Shedden, 
David Thomson, and John Orr. Special features of Club 
-The Club shall consist of men who honour and revere 
the memory of Burns ; the membership shall not exceed 
sixty, and each candidate for membership must be a 
Freemason ; to promote social and friendly intercourse 
amongst its members . 

.No. 203-DENNISTOUN Jolly Beggars Burns Club .. Instituted 
25th January, 1911. Federated 6th June, 1911. Place 
and date of meeting, Chalmers Street Hall, last Thursday 
of month at 8 p.m. President, John Macdonald, 128 North 
John Street, Glasgow; Past Presidents, W. Hood, G. F. 
Thomas, W. Williamson, J.M. Broadley, and G. Newman; 
Vice-president, John Jack, 58 Whitevale Street, Glasgow; 
Secretary, Alexander Hainey, 39 Brandon Street, Bell
grove, Glasgow; Treasurer, Wm. Hood; Bard, J. 
Macdonald; Piper, A. Macpherson. . Committee-
W. A. M'Knight, G. Napier, J. Hendcy, G. Kratt, R. 
Combe, and A. Duff. Federation Delegates, G. F. Thomas, 
J. Jack, and A. Hainey. Association Delegates, J. 
Macdonald, A. Hainey, and A: Duff. Special features 
of Club-The objects of the Club shall be the celebration 
of the birth of Robert Burns ; occasional reunion for the 
cultivation of social and intellectual intercourse amongst 
members and friends ; and the encouragement of Scottish 
literature. · 

.No. 204-DUNDALK and DISTRICT Burns Club. Instituted 
January, 1909. Federated July,. 1911. President, 
E. Savage, Stapleton Place, Dundalk; Vice-president, 
J. R. Hamilton, Mount Avenue, Dundalk; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Geo. \Villiamson, 53. Castle Road, Dunda'.k· 
Committee-G. Airth, J. Beattie, W. Cree, T. J. Craig, 
G. I. Leslie, J. D. l\Ielville, T. l\1'Kenna, J, R. l\I'Donald, 
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Vir. M'Donald, R. A. Pitts, \V. Reid, W. F. Strachan, ancI 
Vi'. H. Woods. Special features of Club--,To promote 
social and friendly intercourse amongst its members. 

No. 205-PAISLEY ST. J\11RREN Burns Club. Instituted 
September, 191 l. Federated September, 1911. Placo· 
of meeting, 44 Old Sneddon Street, Paisley (no meetings. 
being held during the war). President, John Brown, 
Rose-vale, Bishopton; Vice-president, A. Jones, Main 
Street, Neilston ; Secretary, Robert Crawford, 44 Old 
Sneddon Street, Paisley. Committee--,J ohn Corson, 
John Ke11y, and \Vi11iam Hunter. Special feature of 
Club--To further the interest in the name of Burns. 

No. 206-GLASGOW Daisy Burns Club. Instituted 1911.. 
Federated 1911. 

No. 20i-CAMBUSLANG Wingate Burns Club. Instituted 1908. 
Federated 1912. Place and date of meeting, Masonic· 
Hall, first Saturday each month. President, Duncan 
M'Gilvray, 7 Spittal Terrace, HaJlside, Newton; Vice
presidents, \Vm. J\I'Lean, 551 St. George's Road, Glasgowr 
and Robt. Forrester, sen., 173 Hamilton Road, Cam
buslang; Secretary, Robt. Forrester, jun., 173 Hamilton 
Road, Cambuslang; Assistant Secretary, Robt. Tait, 
Treasurer, John M'Cracken. Stewards-John Williamsonr 
Thos. J\I'Gilvray, Robt. Burns, and Robt. Campbell. 
Hon. J\fombers--,Jas. C. Mercer, A. Young, Wm. Youngr 
R. Tait, John Smith, A. Dunn, Daniel Smith, and Wm. 
M'Lean. Delegates to Glasgow and District B.C.A.
\Vm. M'Lean and Duncan M'Gilvray. Committee--

£ James M. Smith, John Anderson, and James Young. 
Special feature of Club-Furtherance of Scottish song 
and sentiment. 

No. 208-COLORADO SPRINGS and DISTRICT Caledonian 
Society. Instituted 1897. Federated 1912. Chief, 
\V. W. Campbell, Golf Club, Colorado Springs, Colorador 
U.S.A.; First Chieftain, John Grant, 1620 South Nevada, 
Colorado Springs; Second Chieftain, D. W. Smith; 
Third Chieftain, P. D. Campbell; Secretary, William B. 
Dunlop, 219 North Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs; 
Treasurer, Thos. MacLaren. Special features of Club
The cultivation of Scottish literature and music by means 
of social meetings, with essays, debates, vocal and instru~ 
mental music, &c. ; to keep alive and propagate a love 
for the ancient customs, games and outdoor sports of 
Scotland ; .to care for and assist in times of distress 
members and their families, also needy, deserving Scots
men non-members ; to provide for the annual celebration 
of Burns's birthday, St. Andrew's Day, an annual picnic 
with Scottish games, ·and an annual meeting for th<'l· 
election of officers. 

No. 209-,-GREENOCK St. John's Burns Club. Instituted. 13th 
August. 1909. Federated 17th August, 1912. Place of 
meeting, Masonic Temple. President, Major R. A-

--
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Clapperton-Stewart (on active service); Vice-president, Robt. Brown, 69 Dempster Street, Greenock; Secretary, Neil Black, 22 Bank Street, Greenock; Treasurer, Jas. P. Miller, 28 Bruce Street, Greenock. Special features of Club-To foster a love· of Robert Burns's works, and promote the preservation of old Scottish historical relics. 

No. 210-HARDGATE Auld Hoose Burns Club. Instituted 28th September, 1912. Federated 30th September, 1912. Place of meeting, Hardgate Bar, Hardgate. President,. James M'Kenna, New Buildings, Hardgate, Duntocher; ·Vice-president, A. Fisher, Old Manse, Hardgate, Duntocher ; Secretary (on active service) ; Treasurer, James Evans, Old Manse, Hardgate, Duntocher. For any reply write the President. 

No. 2Il-LARKHALL Cronies Burns Club. Instituted May, 1912. Federated IOth October, 1912. Place and date of meeting, 'Vm. Farr's, Charing Cross, every Saturday, at 7.30 p.m. Hon. Presidents, Messrs Farr, Bruce, ani Smyth. President, Charles Rowan, Summerlee, by Hamilton ; Vice-president, 'Vm. Kilpatrick, Muir Street, Larkhall ; Secretary, Alexander Henderson, 65 London Street, Larkhall, Lanarkshire. Committee-T. Ramage, R. Ramage, D. Brown, R. Frame, C. Dobbie, and G. Pollock. Special features of Club-Celebration of the Poet's birthday, and to encourage the study of his works ; to promote closer union between other Clubs, and to render all possible assistance to the work of the Federation. 

No. 212-PORTOBELLO Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1892. Federated 1913. President, Rev. Canon H. S. Reid, 19 Abercromby Place, Edinburgh; Vice-president, Councillor James Hastie, 5 Queen's Bay Crescent, Porto- · hello ; Secretary, William Baird, Clydesdale Bank House, Portobello; Treasurer, J. L. Jenkins, Windsor Place, Portobello. Special features of Club-Commemoration of Robert Burns, and keeping alive enthusiasm for Scotland and its literature. This has been manifested by the Club since its institution, 25 years ago, by donations of book prizes to the children of our burgh schools. In 1917 our two public schools received 28 handsome volumes as prizes for essays, recitations, excellency in singing, &c.-the Office bearers attending the schools and presenting the prizes. As acknowledged by th'3 headmasters and teachers the Club's interest in the matter is much appreciated. 

.No. 213-GLASGOW Kingston Burns Club. Instituted November, 1912. Federated llth January, 1913. Place and date of meeting, Wheat Sheaf Tea Rooms; 263 Paisley Road, Glasgow, second Thursdays, October to March (inclusive). President Hugh S. Brittain J.P., 7 Tantallon Terrace, lbrox, Giasgow; Vice-president, James M'Millan, 82 Clifford Street, lbrox, Glasgow ; Secretary and Tr";'L8urer, Hugh A. Begg, 104 Weir Str!"'3t, S.S., Glasgow. Directors --John C, M'Leod, John M'Laren, Robert Gray, J.P., 
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:r ames Semple, John M. Brown, and John Baird. Special 
features of Club-To commemorate the genius of Robert 
Burns and foster a love for.his writings, and to encourage 
the taste for Scottish literature and music generally ; 
to celebrate his birthday on the 25th January, or as near 
thereto as possible. Ladies are invited to all meetings 
this session. 

No. 214-MELROSE Burns Club. Federated 22nd February, 
1913. President., Dr Henry Speirs, St. Dnnstan's, Mel. 
rose; Vice-president, Geo. Sanderson, vVesthill, J\Ielrose; 
Secretary, Geo. Mackenzie, High Street, Melrose. 

No. 215-THORNIEWOOD Burns Club. Instituted 26th Feb-
ruary, 1911. Federated 24th February, 1913. Place 
and date of meeting, Lee's Hall, first Thursday every 
month, at 7 p.m. Hon. President, John Lee ; President, 
William Nicol, Woodend House, Mossend ; Vice-president, 
Jas. Cowan, Thorniewood, by Uddingston; Secretary, 
W. Kerr, 54 Thorniewood, Uddingston; Assistant 
Secretary, John :French; Treasurer, R. Hendry. 

No. 216-RUTHERGLEN Royal Burgh Burns Club. Instituted 
March, 1913. Federated Jl,fay, 1913. Place and date of 
meeting, Town Hall, Rutherglen, last Wednesdays October 
to April. President, Robert M'Kenzie, Reformer Office, 
Queen Street, R.utherglen; Vice-president, John Murray, 
6 Abbotsford Avenue, Rutherglen; Secretary, James 
E. Murray, 94 Mill Street, Rutherglen; Treasurer, 
Maurice Stewart, 35 Greenhill Road, Rutherglen. Special 
features of Club-The promotion of the Burn·s cult; 
the cultivation amongst its members of social and intellec
tual intercourse ; and the encouragement and study of 
Scottish literature. 

No. 217-ESKDALE Burns Club. Federated 29th April, 1913. 
President, Clement Armstrong, F.S.A.(Scot.), Eskholm; 
Vice-president, Thomas Bell, Townfoot; Secretary, Wm. 
Pendreigh, Brewery House, Langholm. Committee
J ames Barr, Wm. Murray, David Calvert, and Robt. 
Irving. 

No. 218-BANNOCKBURN Empire Burns Club. Instituted 
25th January, 1913. Federated 13th June, 1913. Place 
and time of meeting, Commercial Hotel, 7 p.m. Pre
sident, Hugh Smith, vVallace Street, Bannockburn ; 
Vice-president, Hugh Kelso, Gillespie Terrace, East 
Plean, Bannockburn; Secretary, '\Vm. R. Lennie, New
lands, Bannockburn; Treasurer, John Fulton, Douglas 
Street, Bannockburn. Committee-Messrs Kirkwood, 
Palmer, N ewlands, Wilson, and R!ittaray. Special 
features of Club-Mutual improvement of its members, 
and to create good-fellowship. 

No. 219-UDDINGSTON Burns Club. Instituted lst April, 1913. 
Federated 23rd June, 1913. Place and date of meeting, 
Latta's Hall, Uddingston, Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. President, 
James Ross, 13 Greenrig Street, Uddingston; Vice-
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president, John Meikle, 84 Main Street, Uddinstong; 
Secretary, W'm. Kelman, Clydeview, Uddingston; Assis
tant Secretary, John Thomson. Special features of 
Club-Mutual improvem<;mt of the members, and to 
create good-fellowship. 

No. 220-ST. LOUIS Burns Club, Mo., U.S.A. Instituted 1904. 
Federated 1913. Place and date of meeting, Burns Room, 
Artists' Guild, 25th January. President, William K. 
Bixby, Century Building, St. Louis; Vice-presidents, 
David R. Francis and George S. Johns, St. Louis ; Secre
tary, Walter B. Stevens, Jefferson Memorial, St. Louis; 
Assistant Secretary, \V. M. Porteous, St. Louis; Treasurer, 
Hanford Crawford, International Life Building, St. 
Louis, U.S.A. Special features of Club-Annual observ
ance of the anniversary of the Poet's birth ; publication 
of Burns Nights. 

No. 221-PRESTONPANS Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 
1913. Federated 16th August, 1913. Place and date of 
meeting, Black Bull Inn, no regular time fixed, President, 
James Wallace, Castleview, Prestonpans; Vice-president, 
Jas. M'Lennan, Ayres Wynd, Prestonpans; Secretary, 
T. W. Watson, Moat House, Prestonpans; Treasurer, 
W. Stewart ; Bard, C. l\1'Leod. Executive Committee
M. Sinclair, H. M'Neill; W. Ford, J, Hunter, T. Hood, and 
Councillor Moore. 

No. 222-HULL Burns Club. Instituted 1869. Federated 1913. 
Place and date of meeting, Grosvenor Hotel, last Friday 
of every month, at 7:45 p.m. President, Councillor 
W. Hakes, F.R.G.S., Commercial Road, Hull ; Vice
presidents, J. A. Brown, J. Y. Blyenberg, R. S. Burn, 
Councillor T. Evans, Councillor C. E. Exley, F. Ingham, 
Aid, F. Larard, Geo. Leigh, Dr Lilley, W. ·J. M'Combe, 
W. H. Raine, W. H. Smith, Capt. G. B. Sturdy, and 
\V. \Vyllie, J.P. Hon. Joint Secretaries, Leo. S. Henry, 
58 Victoria Avenue, Hull; and Robert A. Spiers, 22 Telford 
Street, Holderness Road, Hull; Hon. Treasurer, W. H. 
Truman, "Warkworth," North Ferriby. Council
D. C. Adam, A. Allan, F. Bell, T. Brocklehurst, J. Burke, 
\V. L. Chapman, W. E. Coulson, T. H. Cross, G. E. Duncan, 
W. J, Freeman, S. Harrison, C. H. Kirton, A. Mackrill, 
C. E. Myers, W. Nettleton, H. Orr, G. Ramsey, C. H. 
Robertson, D. H. Robinson, J. R. Robinson, and C. R. 
Taylor. Special features of. Club-Social and literary. 
Number of members (end of October, 1917), 218. 

No; 223-GLASGOW Auld Clinkum B.irns Club. Instituted 
3rd April, 1913. Federated 6th October, 1913. Place 
and date of meeting, 4 79 St. Vincent Street, G~as.gow, 
first Saturday of each month. President, Hugh M Kmna, 
84 Lumsden Street, Overnewton, Glasgow ; Vice-pre
sident, "William Chalmers, 13 Breadalbane Street, Glasgow; 
Secretary William Galt 216 Elliot Street, Anderston, 
Glasgow~ Treasurer, Robert Brown, 17 Kelvinhaugh 
Street, Glasgow. Delegates, Jas. Muir a?-d Chas._ Kelly. 
Special features of Club-Monthly meetmgs durmg tho 
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year; annual·trip; 25th January anniversary (cancelied 
during the war) ; our meetings consist of essays, recitations, 
and songs, and to promote a brotherly feeling amongst 
our members. 

No. 224-ASHINGTON Burns Club. Instituted 1891. Federated 
1913. Place of meeting, Portland Hotel. President, 
Dr F. Beaton; Vice-president, Dr J. M'Lean; Secretary, 
D. Robertson, 20 Sixth Row, Ashington; Treasurer, 
S. W. Strong. Special feature of Club-Celebration of 
Burns's anniversary. 

No. 225-HELENSBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 2nd February, 
1911. Federated 14th November, 1913. Place of 
meeting, Oddfellows' Hall. President, John Brown, 
Cairndhu Lodge, Helensburgh; Vice-presidents, John s·omerville, · Woodlands Place, Helensburgh, and Silas 
MacLean, 52 John Street, Helensburgh; Secretary, Robt. 
Thorburn, 11 ·Lamond Street., Helensburgh. Special 
features of Club-Modified during war time. Most of 
tpe members of committee and choir are on active service. 

No. 226-DUMFRIES Burns Club. Instituted 1819. Federated 
1913. Place and date of meeting, Annual Meeting, 
Sheriff Court-house, Dumfries, first week in November. 
President, R. A. Grierson, solicitor and Town Clerk, 
Dumfries; Secretary," John M'Burnie, Sheriff Court-house, 
Dumfries. Committee-James Wyllie, Robert Dinwiddie, 
Jonathan E. Blacklock,' Walter S. Johnstone, John H. 
Nicholson, and C. S. Chapman. Special features of Club 
are (a) To maintain the Burns Mausoleum.in good repair, 
and provide for its proper supervision; (b) To discharge 
the obligations laid upon the Club by the testamentary 
disposition of Colonel William Nichol Burns, with respect 
to Burns's House and the Mausoleum; (c) To celebrate 
in StJ.itable manner the anniversary of the Poet's birth, 
and to honour his memory in such other ways as may be 
from time to time determined; (d) To foster a knowledge 
of the life and works of Burns by means of an annual 
competition amongst local school children, prizes being awarded to the successful competitors. 

No. 227-PENRITH Burns Club. Instituted 27th January, l9ll. 
Federated 1913. Place of meeting, Two Lions Hotel. 
President, D. S. M'Ghie, Kirkby Thore ; Vic"e-president, Thomas Heskett, Plumpton Hall, Plumpton, Penrith; 
Secretary, Robt. Gardiner, 2· Brunswick Terrace, Penrith. 
Committee-Wm. Vickers, Eusemere Hill, R. M. Simpson, 
J. S. l\I'Grogan, Geo. \Vebster, J. Jardine, Ben Carris, 
and J. Braithwait, Pooley Bridge. Special feature of Club-Honour to memory of Burns. 

No. 228-CALDERWATERHEAD .Burns Club. Federated 23rd 
May, 1914. President, Jas. Taylor, Gillburn, Shotts; Vice-president, John Gilfillan, Station Road, Shotts; 
Secretary, \Vm. R. Moir, l\fossbank, Hall Road, Shotts. 

No. 229-EASTBOURNE and DISTRICT Scottish Association. 
Federated 23rd May, 1914. President, Sir John Nisbet 
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Maitland, 69 Silverdale Road, Eastbourne; Vice-president, 
Alex. Campbell, 14 Blackwater Road, Eastbourne; Secre
tary, R. Prentice, 110 Te~·minus Road, Eastbourne. 

No. 230-BURNBANK Burns Club. Instituted November, l!Jl3. 
Federated 23rd May, 1914. President, Alexander 
l\I'Caskie Udston, Burnbank; Vice-president, Robert 
Anderso~, Roberton, Anderson Street, Burnbank, Hamil
ton; Secretary, William Jamieson, 140 Glasgow Road, 
Burn bank, Hamilton. Committee - John Scobbie, 
David Scobbie, George Smith, and James Montgomery. 
Special features of Club-Collecting funds for comforts 
for soldiers. Convener-Mrs Jackson Russell, Udston 
House, Burnbank. 

No. 231-FAULDHOUSE and EAST BENHAR Burns Club. Insti
tuted January, 1901. Federated 23rd May, 1914. Place 
and date of meeting, Caledonian Hotel, Fauldhouse, last 
Saturday of . every month. President, John Salmond, 
Co-operative Buildings, West End, Fauldhouse, Linlith
gowshire; Vice-president, John Hardie, 29 Portland 
Terrace, Fauldhouse, Linlithgowshire; Secretary, John 
Kinniburgh, Co-operative Buildings, West End, Fauld
house. Committee-R. Mutter .• Thos. Glencorse, Wm. 
Forsyth, and Charles Smillie. Special features of Club 
-Singing of the songs of Burns, and receiving of visitations 
and accepting visitations from surrounding Burns Clubs. 

No. 232-ARNISTON Tam o' Shantor Burns Club. Federated 23rd 
May, 1914. Secretary, George Russell, l Victoria Street., 
Arniston, Gorebridge. 

No. 233-The CLACHAN Burns Club. Instituted February, 
1914. Federated 23rd May, 1914. Place and date 
of meeting, Coalburn Inn, first Saturday of every month. 
President, Matthew Patrick, Coalburn Rows, Coalburn ; 
Vice-president, John Watt, 50 Dean Street, Kilmarnock; 
Secretary, Donald l\i'Leod, Ivy Cottage, Braehead, Coal
burn; Treasurer, 1'Villiam Kerr, Coalburn Inn, Coalburn. 

No. 234-GLASGOW Southern Merchants' Burns Club. Insti-
tuted March, 1914. Federated March, 1914. Place and 
time of meeting, 3 Cathcart Road, Glasgow, 7.45 p.m. 
President, Bailie Campbell, I Cathcart Road, Glasgow; 
Vice-president, J. W. Black, 18 .Cathcart Road, Glasgow; 
Secretary, A. J. Ruglen,' 36 Dundas Street, Glasgow (city) ; 
Treasurer, R. Balgarnie, 114 South Portland Street, 
Glasgow. 

No. 235-HAl\ULTON Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 1894. 
Federated 8th August, 1914. Place of meeting, Burns 
Bar, 39 Campbell Street, Hamilton. Pl'.'esident, William 
Ralston (on i:ctive service); Vice-president, John Wilson, 
46 Campbell Street, Hamilton; Secretary;Robert Morrison, 
43 Campbell Street, Hamilton (on active service). 

No. 236--WHITEHAVEN Burns Club. Instituted 24th January, 
1914. Federated August, 1914. Place and date of meeting, 
Masonic Hall, Duke Street, Whitehaven, in November, 
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January, and March. President, Dr J. F. Muir, Scotch 
Street, \Vhitehaven; Vice-president,. Dr Dickson, Queen 
Street, Whitehaven; Secretary, John Davidson, 9 Edge 
Hill Terrace, ·Whitehaven; Bard, \Vm. Glenn, School
house, Hensingham. Committee--A. Anderson, R. T. 
Bell, J. R. Clark, A. Dickson, George Hill, A. Lockhart, 
J. M'Cullagh, \V. H. Miers, P. Turner, James Shields, 

'J. D. \Vood, R. Steele, and Jonathan Young. Special 
features of Club-To foster a knowledge of the life and 
works· of Robert Burns, and to perpetuate his memory 
by an annual festival on the 25th of January. 

No. 237-UDDINGSTON Masonic Burns Club. Instituted July, 
l 914. Federated 8th August, 1914. Place and time 
of meeting, Rowan Tree Inn Hall, Uddingston, 7.30 p.m. 
President, Richard Nisbet, 7 Roslin Place, Uddingston; 
Vice-president, James Donald, Bothwell Castle, Bothwell; 
Secretary (pro tem.), James Donald, Bothwell Castle, Both
well ; Treasurer, Thomas Barr, 4 Croftbank Place, 
Uddingston. Special features of Club-In keeping 
~vith Burns Clubs in general. 

No. 238-ATLANTA, Ga., Burns Club, U.S.A. Instituted 1896. 
Federated August, 1914. Place and date of meeting, 
Burns Cottage, Atlanta, Ga., meets. monthly. President, 
R. M. M'Whirter, 1 Terry Street, Atlanta, Ga., U.S.A.; 
Vice-presidents, A. S. Taylor, 96 South Gordon Street, 
Atlanta, Ga., and L. P. Gholstin, Atlanta, Ga.; Secretary, 
A. A. Craig, P.O. Box 582, Atlanta, Ga., U.S.A.; Trea
surer, E. F. King, 309 Grant Building, Atlanta, Ga. ; 
Superintendent of grounds, \V. L. Smith, Atlanta, Ga. 

No. 231)-HAWICK Burns Club. Instituted 1878. Federated 
1914. Place and time of meeting, 12 Teviot Crescent, 
from 10 a.m. till 10 p.m. President, Thos. B. Simpson, 
4 Earl Street, Hawick ; Vice-president, ·william Fair
holm, 12 Dickson Street, Hawick; Secretary, Alex. Pringle, 
24 Garfield Street, Hawick. Committee-~eter \Valker, 
John Hamilton, John Hume, Robert Butler, Archibald 
Menteith, and Thos. Laidlaw. Special features of Club
To honour the name of Robert Burns ; to celebrate the 
anniversary of his birth, and otherwise endeavour to 
perpetuate his memory; to afford the members the means 
of. social intercourse, mutual helpfulness, intellectual 
improvement, and social recreation. 

No. 240-BLAWARTHILL Burns Club. Federated 6th December, 
1914. President, \Vm. Blair; Vice-president, J. Pater
son; Secretary, T. G. King, 917 Yoker Road, Yoker; 
Treasurer, D. J. Lindsay. 

No. 241-CROOK Burns Club. Instituted 1906. Federated 4th 
January, 1915. Place and time of meeting, Crown 
Hotel, Crook, 7.30 p.m. President, Matthew Gregory, 
Croft Avenue, Crook; Vice-president, J. Tillotson, 
School House, Crook; Secretary, A. B. Rutherford, 
Church Street, Crook, Co. Durham; Treasurer, Fred. 
Lax, Hope Street, Crook. Committee-Dr Caldwell, Wm. 
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Cawthorn, J. B. Couthard, M. Coates, J. Riddell, C. L. 
Wand, G. Lax, G. Ogg, J. Wilson, J. Race, R. Anton, 
and Wm. Pallister. Special features of Clulr-Concert 
held 25th January, 1916; from proceeds we have handed 
over £20 to war charities.. Concert held 25th January, 
1917 ; from proceeds we have handed over £30 to war 
charities. 

No. 242-MONTROSE Burns Club. Instituted 1908. . Federa~ed 
1915. President, Councillor John G. Milne; Vwe
president John Yorkston, M.A.; Secretary, Jas. 
Cumming Town Clerk's Office, Montrose. Committee 
-Provost Thomson, D. Brown, D. Bain, A. Hurry, and 
D. Nairn. 

No. 243-PAISLEY St. James Burns Club. Instituted 1912. 
Fedll_rated 1915. Place and time of meeting, 7 Love 
Street Paisley quarterly from 25th January. Pre
sident: Ivy M'Latchie, 10 Glen Street, Paisley; Vice
president, David M'Latchie, 18 Wallace Street, Pa!sley; 
Secretary, Robert Wilson, 29 Maxwelton, Paisley; 
Treasurer, J. · Fleming. Committee - A. M'Lennan, 
A.· K. M'Ewen, and H. Gilchrist. Special features of 
Club-The encouragement of social intercourse amongst 
the members and kindred Clubs ; the celebration of the 
Poet's birth; meetings for the reading of literary papers 
relative to the life and works of Burns and kindred 
subjects. 

No. 244-DALJ\IUIR ·Burns Club. Instituted January, 1913. 
Federated September, 1915. Place and date of meeting, 
Trades Restaurant, Quarterly meetings, Hallowe'en, and 
the 25th January. President, Bailie John Young, 
Trafalgar Place, Dalmuir; Vice-president, Robert Fer
guson, Learig Place, Dalmuir; Hon. Secretary, Rev. 
W. l\I'L. Goldie, The Manse; Literary Secretar¥, 
John Rae, Trades Restaurant, Dalmuir; Secretary and 
Treasurer, A. Dillon, 21 Trafalgar Street, Dalmuir; 
Auditors, J. Forsyth and J. B. M'Intyre. Committee
R. Ferguson, C. F. Kean, J. M'Donald, J. Stewart, and 
J. B. l\1'Intyre, P.C. Special features of Club-Literary 
nights and harmony. 

No. 245-KINNAIRD Victoria Burns Club. Instituted 24th 
October, l!HO. Federated 3rd 'January, 1917. · Place 
and date of meeting, Victoria Inn, Carronshore, second 
Saturday ea?h month from August till February, at 6 
p.m. President, James Turnbull, Daisybank Cottage, 
Carronsh?re, by Carr?n, Falkirk; Vice-president, Alex
ander Reid, North Mam Street West End Stenhousemuir · 
Secretary. George Jenkins, Ki~naird, by 'Falkirk. Com'. 
mittee-Joseph Wallace, Samuel Marshall John Waugh 
Charles \Yalker, and George Cowan. Special feature~ 
of Club-To meet in a social capacity ; to uphold the 
name of Burns, who finds a place in every heart ; anni. 
versary of Poet's birth, and annual picnic. 

Xo. 246-LOCHORE Burns Club;· "'Federated 15th January. 1917. 
lion. President, ex-Provost Garry ; President; Wm, 
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Campbell, Moubray Place, Lochore ; Vice-president, ·wm. Clark, Montrose Street, Lochore; Secretary, Robert Davidson, Ballingry Road, Lochore, Fife; Treasurer, John Bauld. Committee--Wm. Morton, Jas. Dunn, John Hebenton, and George Young. 

No. 247-LOCHGI~LLY Thirteen Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Insti. tuted 12th March, 1915. Federated l4th August, 1917. Place and date of meeting, Victoria Bar, Lochgelly, first Saturday every month. President, Wm. Whisker, Opera House Buildings, Main Street, Lochgelly ; Vicepresident, Geo. Arrol, South Street, Lochgelly ; Secretary, John Paton, 18 Berry Street, Lochgelly; Treasurer, C. Wright; Bard, R. Mackie; Horn-hearer, J. l\I'Neil; Croupiers, A. Anderson and J. Kippen ; Sentinel, C. Mackenzie. Special features of Club - Delivery of lectures ; studies of Scottish literature ; furthering the cause of Burns, and to assist the social welfare of our members. 

No. 248-BIRTLEY Burns Club. Instituted lOth December, l9Hi. Federated l8th October, 1917. Place and date of meeting, Railway Hotel, Birtley, alternate Thursd<iys, at 7.30 p.m. President, G. Malcolm Lockerbie, The Avenue, Birtley; Vice-president, T. Fenwick, Harrasbank, Birtley; Secretary, James Mann, Wellington Honse, Station Road, Birtley, Co. Durham; Treasurer, Dr J. ,Johnson, Brookside, Birtley. Special features of ClubTo celebrate in a suitable manner the anniversary of the Poet's birth, and to honour his memory in such other way as may from time to time be determined ; Social well· being of the members. 

No. 249-MID CALDER Tam o' Shanter Burns Club. Instituted 29th September, 1916. Federated 23rd November, l!Jl7. Place and date of meeting, Market Inn, Mid Calder, first Saturday each month, at 6 p.m. President, James Denholm, Pnmpherston, Mid Calder ; Vice-president, vVm. Innes, Main Street, Mid Calder ; Secretary, Duncan "M'Kerracher, North Gate, LivingRton, Mid Calder; Treasurer, George Morris, :Market Inn, Mid Calder. 
No. 250---COWDENBEATH Tam o' Shanter Burns Club. Instituted 19th October, 1917. Federated 28th November, 1917. Place and date of meeting, Crown Hotel, alternate Saturdays, at 4.30 p.m. President, John Black. 25 Natal Place, Cowdenbeath ; Vice-president, John Graham, I Pit Row, Kirkford, Cowdenbeath; Secretary, Geo. Marshall, 38 Natal Place, Cowdenbeath; Treasurer, And. Mitchell; Bard, 'V. Jack; Cron;:iier, A. BradforJ. Committee--J. Penman, \V. Laurie, G. Campbell, J. Wilson, R. Brownlie, R. Campbell, and J. Stark. 

J· MAF.WELl. &_ Sos, Printers and Lithos., Dumfries, 

------=-~ 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ESTABLISHED 1840. 

JOHN N EWLANDS, 

Silversmith, 

Goldsmith, 

Jeweller, and 

Watchmaker. 

CHOICE UP-TO-DATE BRACELETS, PENDANTS; NECKLETS, 
AND BROOCHES. 

ENGAGEMENT RINGS. WEDDING RINGS. 

BEST SHEFFIELD SILVER AND ELECTRO-PLATE GOODS. 

WATCHES. WATCHES. 

CLOCKS. BAROMETERS, 

PRESENTATIONS SPECIALLY CATERED FOR. 

REPAIRS BY EXPERIENCED WORKMEN. 

24 PORTLAND STREET, 
KILMARNOCK. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

11 A Poet with a Dreamer's heart." 

''MID-WAY TRACKS." 
POEMS 
BY 

JOHN HORNE 
(Author of "A CANNY COUNTRYSIDE," 

"THE BURN OF TANC," &c. 

TWO SHILLINCS NETT. Printed throughout in Khaki. 

"Even men with loftiest designs will find their hearts 

braced by contact with this vigorous spirit. His best 

poems have the call of a morning bugle ; a poet 

with a dreamer's heart is behind them."-Glasgow Herald. 

"Scotland has many versifiers, but not a superabundance 

of real poets ; and Mr Horne is one of the poets. This 

book-which contains much sound philosophy, passages of 

exquisite tenderness, and not a little humour-will add to 

his reputation in the world of letters, and at the same 

time reflect credit upon the land that he admires so sincerely. 

The work conclusively proves that he is richly endowed with 

the poetic gift."-Ayrshire Post. 

" There are some quite remarkable poems in this 

book, the spirit of which Burns would have applauded . 

Inspiring as a bugle. Mr Horne has a: 

voice of his own, which is the main thing."-NEIL MUNRO 

in Glasgow Evening News . 

London and Edinburgh: MENZIES &. CO. 
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Telephone-6296 Central. 
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Telegrams-• Ballochmyle, Glasgow.' 
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~ Sc~tch 
~· Whisky.· 
~ BRITAIN'S BEST BLEND 

~ WATSOS~/e ~";~~·~~ElON,. 
OSWALD STREET, 

~ GLASGO'\.V". 
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··Andrew Thomson, 
16 PORTLAND STREET, 

~ILI\llARNOCK. 

Proprietor of' the Famous 

" .A 'ULD XILLIE BLEND '' 

OLD HIGHLAND .WHISKY .. 

-
Agent for J. & R. TENNANT, Ltd., Wellpqrk Brswerg, Glasgow. 
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