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SAMUEL KNOX GAW, F.S.A. Scot. 

By profession a plant engineeer and draughtsman with IBM at Greenock, Sam Gaw hails 
from Irvine. His wife, Anne, is also well known in Burns' circles and they have two of a 
family, a daughter Jean (who has two children of her own) and a son Alasdair, currently 
wrestling with 'O' levels. 

At the age of 47, Sam has had the distinction of being the youngest President of the 
Federation since its inception. As a local politician he was the youngest ever Bailie and 
Treasurer of Irvine, and more recently was a Councillor for Cunninghame District. As 
Chairman of the Leisure and Recreation Committee he was largely responsible for 
negotiating the amalgamation of the National Trust, the Countryside Commission and 
Cunninghame District Council to set up the Arran Country Park which came into being in 
April 1980. 

He has had a life-long interest in the Arts. He managed a group of young Ayrshire 
professional singers and musicians known as the Ayrshire Aye! Players, and wrote and 
produced 'That Rebellious Scot' and 'A Man's a Man', musical revues based on the works 
of Burns and the traditional music of 18th century Scotland, which were staged at the 
Edinburgh Festival in 1976 and 1977. Sam is also currently Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Borderline Theatre Company whose successes included the late Roddy 
McMillan's 'The Bevellers'. 

For the past 25 years Sam has been a noted Burns reader and some of his recitations 
have been recorded by Scotsoun. He has been president of the Irvine Burns Club and it 
was during his term of office (1966) that the Museum was established. He has also been a 
President of the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. He became an executive member of 
the Federation in 1968 and in recent years has been Convener of the Monuments Com
mittee, seeing the role of this body as a ginger group for prodding local and national 
authorities into awareness of what is really important, e.g. restoring the townscapes of 
Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire and not just the memorials erected after the Poet's death. 

The Burns movement has no more fervent propagandist than Saw Gaw in recent years. He has 
been indefatigable in promoting the true Burns spirit on both sides of the Atlantic. 

His main ambition is to see the various organisations working together in harmony 
towards the same end-bringing Robert Burns, the man and his works, to a much larger 
audience. The highlights of his term as President were his installation in London, On
tario-a city which owed so much to a fellow townsman of Irvine, John Galt-and the 
opening of the new Ellisland Museum near Dumfries. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

~ WN was breaking over the bus depot in Springfield, Massachusetts: a light mist and just 
a nip in the air of the early fall. Furry-tongued and fuzzy-eyed, I felt some sympathy for 

the early morning meeting of the DDA (Downtown Derelicts Association) sprawled 
informally on the sidewalk nearby. Jet-lag, not John Barleycorn was my undoing-plus an 
overnight bus ride from New York, en route to Vermont and Montreal. The only other 
passenger off the New York bus, waiting for an onward connection to some remote part of 
northern New England, was a young Marine(' Just mustered out of the Service yesterday, Sir') 
in a check shirt and blue jeans but still bearing the closely-cropped hallmarks of his recent 
vocation. We talked of this and that, in a this-and-that sort of way. After a bit he paused, 
regarded me quizzically, and said, 'Say, are you Irish?' I thought for only a second. If I 
answer in the negative I am committing myself to a long, and probably tortuous explanation, 
and the kid may never have heard of Scotland anyway and cares even less. So I took the easy 
road. 

'Yes. lam.' 
'I knew it', he cried triumphantly. 'I could tell by your brogue!' 
Just then my bus arrived, but as I boarded it I am sure I distinctly heard a cock crowing 

somewhere in the background. Three times .... 
Later in the day I sat next to an elderly French Canadian lady who had been visiting her 

daughter in 'Nee Amshy' (New Hampshire) and had no word of English. She came from a 
small farming community in the Gasp{: Peninsula and from her conversation I imagined that it 
had changed little since Montcalm surrendered to Wolfe. Bowling across the prairies lchatted 
with a bus driver whose grandfather was Louis Riel, the Metis (half-breed) leader, hanged as a 
rebel but now revered as a folk hero. In Alberta I met another driver whose grandfather was 
one of the first of the Mounties andhad played a part in arresting Riel. I met Finns and Italians, 
Ukrainians and Baits. In Strasbourg, north of Regina, I met the curatrix of the local farming 
museum and found that she hailed from the Sorbisch (Slav) enclave in East Germany. 

Though I passed through towns and villages with such homely names as Biggar, Govan and 
Carstairs it was not until we were hurtling down that terrifying road that hangs above Hells 
Gate on the run into V ancouverthat I encountered my first fellow Scot. He was a relief driver 
and as he sat beside me and chatted to the driver in front I felt a tingle of recognition. Up to 
that point I had remained silent, but then I turned to him and said, 'You're a Doonhamer, 
aren't you?' To which he replied with some asperity, 'Ah'm no' frae Dumfries! Ah'm frae 
Crocketford.' 

I am no dialectologist in the calibre of Henry Higgins, but you don't come right across 
Canada without feeling a sense of achievement in being only nine miles out in your guess. And 
he had to admit that he'd been living in Canada for nigh on 35 years, so perhaps the quality of 
his accent was not quite as pure as it might have been. 

Over the ensuing weeks I saw a fair amount of North America from the front seat of a 
Greyhound bus, without any doubt the fmest way of seeing the continent, and met many 
interesting people (from a brain surgeon to an Apache lady and a Mexican Jehovah's 
Witness), not a few of whom claimed to have Scottish blood somewhere in their veins. A 
mite diluted perhaps, but the Scottish influence on North America is subtle and all-pervasive. 
I have seen various figures quoted for the estimates of Canadians and Americans of Scottish 
descent and they may be as high as ten per cent of the total population. This puts us on the 
same level as blacks, lower than women, but higher than homosexuals, so perhaps we too 
should be demanding our fair quota of Scottish cops in the San Francisco Police Department! 

For me personally, the most Scottish part of my trip was in Virginia. There they have a 
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proper perspective-in that Dumfries is a mere village but the county is named Dinwiddie. I 
am not too sure whether this is in honour of some governor in years gone by or as a tribute to 
the sales of Bums souvenirs and stationery in that locality. Some years ago the Governor of 
Virginia declared Dinwiddie Day a state holiday-and now it is heartening to see their rivals 
across the Potomac following suit with a Robert Burns Day. For aught I know both 
Tennessee and Texas may already have a Davy Crockett Day, but let us hope that the 
example of Virginia and Maryland will encourage the other states to acknowledge their 
Scottish debts in like manner. 

Actually, at the time I was in Virginia, Newport was enfete for another Doonhamer who 
just happened to have been born on the wrong side of the Nith. September 1979 marked the 
bicentenary of John Paul Jones' dramatic encounter with the Royal Navy off Flamborough 
Head. Nowadays, when a small firm gets the better of a larger one it is called a reverse 
takeover; but then it was a famous victory and a remarkable feat of arms by any standard. I 
like to think of John Paul on the deck of the sinkingBonhomme Richard, answering the call by 
Captain Pearson of the Serapis for him to surrender, 'I have not begun to fight!' One can 
imagine the economy of phrase, delivered in a guid Scots tongue. No wonder Pearson lost 
heart and the battle and surrendered his ships instead. 

Sadly, Robert Burns does not seem to have penned a single line about his illustrious 
compatriot, but he would have only turned twenty at the time and confined his versifying to 
matters concerning the fair sex-if, indeed, he found much time for poetry after a hard, 
gruelling day trying to wrest a living from the miserable soil of Lochlie. Jones was reviled in 
the British press at the time as a pirate and a murderer, but I like to think that Burns recognised 
in him the same independence of spirit and would have approved of him as a bonnie fechter. 

I should like to thank Club Secretaries who responded to our appeal for their reports 
before the deadline of l 5th April. Over 90 per cent of you did so and the remaining l 0 per 
cent arrived within a few days, so that I was able to fit them in while working on the Chronicle 
and thus get them off to the printer in time. Inevitably, however, there were some who 
continued to send in reports (often by second class post) weeks after the deadline and it is 
regretted that it was not possible to fit them in. Because the reports are typeset in numerical 
order it is essential that the deadline is kept and to accommodate the latecomers means extra 
effort and (more importantly) costs more money. 

Several secretaries have complained about the rather short notice they were given. This 
was quite deliberate. Our experience is that the longer time given the more inclined people 
are to put off the evil day when they have to sit down and commit their report to paper. I 
know from my own experience that I am more likely to act promptly if faced with an instant 
demand, but otherwise it is so often a case of' out of sight-out of mind'. That this course of 
action works is proved by the fact that this year we are able to print a record number of reports. 

You will receive a reminder for next year, of course, but there is no harm in me telling you 
now that the deadline for Club Reports for the next Chronicle will be 15th April 1981. This 
enables us to publish the Chronicle in time for the Annual Conference, and the value of this is 
shown by the fact that the 1980 Chronicle was a sell-out, probably for the first time in the 
history of the Federation. 

No matter what deadline is set, it will cause some inconvenience. When a mid-summer 
deadline was given it was too early for those clubs to report their summer outings; and now a 
mid-April deadline may be too early for some clubs to publish the results of their A.G.M. But 
please remember that the Chronicle is essentially a record of activities in the Burns 
movement, on an annual basis, and we are not concerned so much with up-to-the-minute news 
flashes as with recording for posterity what has taken place. 

11 NEWALL TERRACE, 

DUMFRIES DG 1 h.N. 
JAMES A. MACKAY 
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O' CANADA! 
By George Anderson 

Some of the V.1.P.s and overseas delegates, on the campus of the University of Western Ontario. 

THE 'Canadian Conference' is now an 
event of yesterday; a part of Burns 

Federation history. But for those of us who 
took off in a DC 10, bound for Toronto, on 
Saturday, 18th August 1979, it now forms an 
irremovable part of our memory. 

The flight was smooth and enjoyable. 
Old Burnsian friends made the most of the six 
hour flight, in greetings and exchanging 
stories. Our progress was made in beautiful 
sunshine, savouring excellent cuisine and an 
ample quantity of refreshment. The other 
passengers drank all the plane's whisky, 
before we landed! 
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On landing, we immediately felt at home; 
we had left Prestwick on a dull and damp 
morning; we arrived in exactly the same 
conditions. But the 'smir' of rain did seem 
warmer! 

Once through immigration, we were 
ushered aboard buses by our welcoming 
Canadian hosts. We were then driven the 
hundred and fifty or so miles that lies 
between Toronto and London, along a 
straight, seemingly interminable highway. 
After our flight, this part of the journey had 
an endless quality about it. However, on 
arrival at the University of W estem 



Ontario's Delaware Hall, there to greet us 
was a beaming Dr. Jim Connor, President of 
the London (Ontario) Bums Club-and 
'great mogul' of the Conference Committee. 
After registration and dinner-and how we 
enjoyed the food during our stay-Saturday 
was an evening ofrelaxation and early to bed. 

Our service of dedication was held in the 
First St Andrew's United Church of 
Canada. The Church had a really Scots 
Kirk feel and look about it. The Rev. 
Alexander Farquhar took as his text, ' ... he 
knew what was in man.' (This sermon is 
reprinted, by kind permission of Mr. 
Farquhar, elsewhere in the Chronicle). On 
the church lawns, after the service, we 
enjoyed lemonade in the company of the very 
friendly congregation. 

Entertainment during the Conference was 
first class. The high standard was set in a 
three part concert, held on Sunday night in 
Elbom College. The first part was a lantern 
slide type of show, Tam o' Shanter, with a 
few live witches thrown in, whilst the middle 
part was a portrayal of the life ofBums. The 
final part consisted of a Scottish Variety 
Show. Before the show, director John 
Whittaker had asked that the audience of 
'Bums purists' would make allowance for 
any shortcomings in the show. In truth, the 
performance was near flawless and the forty 
strong cast earned a lengthy, standing 
ovation from a well satisfied audience. 

Tuesday evening saw us attending a 
Ceilidh in Althouse College, while on 
Wednesday afternoon the light hearted side 
of the Conference reached its zenith with a 
Haggis Hurling Competition. It had all 
been great fun. 

The Conference officially opened on 
Monday, 20th August, in Althouse College. 
The entry of platform guests was preceded by 
eight standard bearers, headed by pipers. 
Following the Invocation by the London 
Club Bard, Danny Hunter, Dr. Jim Connor 
officially welcomed the Conference to 
London and introduced the first speaker, Dr. 
Grant McEwan, former Mayor of Calgary 
and former Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta. 
Following Dr. McEwan, came Wally 
Vinnell from New Zealand and Lord Ross, 

from Scotland. In his own way, each 
speaker was to stress the need for the world to 
accept the message of Robert Bums today. 

Tuesday was designated a 'cultural day'. 
This provided a galaxy of international 
speakers, from Canada, Australia and the 
United States. Miss Yvonne Stevenson, 
Canada, a direct descendant of Jean 
Armour, spoke on the 'Songs of Robert 
Bums'; Professor R D. Thornton, U.S.A. 
delivered an excellent address on 'Robert 
Burns and Dr. Maxwell.' These two 
speakers were supported by Jenny Connor, 
'Folklore in the works of Robert Bums' and 
Professor Elizabeth Waterson 'Bums' songs 
of Protest.' 

The Annual Business Meeting on 
Wednesday morning was well attended. All 
reports wee enthusiastically received and the 
meeting conducted with the expected quiet, 
firm efficiency of President 4-lbert 
Finlayson. Sam Gaw was elected new 
President, Molly Rennie, Senior Vice-
President, and John Kidd, Junior Vice
President. 

Both banquets-the London Club on 
Monday evening and the Federation on 
Wednesday evening-were excellent affairs. 
The food, the singing, the music, the 
dancing-on each occasion, these essential 
commodities for any successful Banquet/ 
Ball, were first class. 

But suddenly, or so it seemed, it was 
Wednesday evening, close to midnight. The 
strains of'O' Canada' and' Auld Lang Syne' 
ended the ninety-second Conference of the 
Bums Federation. 

Jim Connor, Jack and Lil Raeside, and 
Tom Crook-and a host of others-could 
now relax. They earned, and rightly so, the 
unstinting praise of all who attended the 
Conference. Their enthusiasm and 
imagination had ensured success. 

This is but an outline of the Conference 
and, I am afraid, a most incomplete outline at 
that. I have, I am sure, exceeded my brief 
from the editor; '500 words', he said. But 
then, perhaps 5,000 words would still have 
failed to paint the picture of success and 
friendship, that was the Canadian 
Conference. 
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Immediate Past President Albert Finlayson congratulating Sam Gaw on taking office as Presi
dent for 1979-80. 



Dr. Grant McEwan addressing the Conference Dinner. 

The opening ceremony at the London Conference. Photo: Ernie Lee of London Free Press 
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Ceilidh-Burns Conference-August 1979 
London, Ontario 

Musical & Instrumental, Songs, etc., Recitations. 

Tenor Soloist-Afton Water: Superb, wide voice range-softly and some parts vigorously. 
Lovely Argyle: finished on a soft tender note. 
Recit: Sic a Wife as Willie Had. Given by John Kidd. 
A duet: Willie Brewed a Peck O' Malt. Comical ... 
Solo: My Ain Fowk. Very tenderly ... 
Recit: Epistle to Davie Sillar. Complete. 
Lady Soloist: My Grannys Heilan Harne. Excellent. 
My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose ... 
Laurence Burness: friend of our Bob Whitbread-a direct descendant of Robert B., Keeperof 
Records. Wm. Coull Anderson Library, Arbroath. 
The Big Kilmarnock Bonnet: performer wore a huge hat. Comical ... 
Soloes: Bonnie Lass 0 Balochmyle-Home o' Mine. 

I 
Calgary delegates Graham Underwood and Bob Watson hand over to the Secretary a 'J.R.-style' hat 
full of banknotes for the Jeam Armour Burns Houses at Mauchline. 
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Mairi's Wedding. Piper o' Dundee-Duet. 
Highland Mary: a solo. 
Another Lady Solo: The Lea Rig-and-Lochnagar. 
Then a Recit: from the works of a poet who became a millionaire-Robert W. Service, not 
Robert Burns. 'The Shooting of Dan McGrew-letter perfect! 
Violin & Piano: Bonnie Doon-Audience humming 
Annie Laurie-Loch Lomond. Audience joined 
Another Soloist: Ae Fond Kiss, and Eriskay Love Lilt 
Abe Train-a Past President of the Federation, sang beautifully. 
Mary Morrison 
There were other numbers, all very good, so good my attention was diverted from my notes
spellbound. 
A rare variation of' Address to the U nco Guid' -audience divided into halves, one side 'U nco 
Guid', other side 'Poor Mortals'. 
The keen attention given by the audience attested to the high calibre of the programme. 

Members of London (Ontario) Burns Club-hosts to the Conference. 
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OBITUARIES 
A. NEIL CAMPBELL 

ANOTHER of the characters has departed our ranks for, on 23rd April, Neil Campbell 
died. When Burnsians of yesteryear think of the Heavenly Twins they thought of 

Andrew Stenhouse and Neil Campbell. If readers wish to read a potted biography of Neil, 
they are refered to pages 38-39 of the 1979 Chronicle where Peter Shaw paid tribute to his 
record-breaking service to the Federation and to Glasgow and District Bums Association. 

Those who want to get the image of the man should gather with the older cronies and listen 
to the legend. Of all the favours he did for the Bums Federation, his greatest contribution was 
that of being the custodian of our traditions. Neil was proud of the work achieved by the 
Federation and was most jealous of its reputation. When well-intended but misguided 
officials and members strayed from the path of tradition, Neil was there to re-direct. No one 
doubted his quoting of the constitution for he was never wrong. Even more meticulous was 
his reading of a balance sheet-at a Finance Committee meeting, if Neil asked no questions, 
both Chairman and Treasurer knew that their homework had been done efficiently. Neil 
never flinched nor wavered from asking the awkward question nor hesitated to take the proper 
action. 

To balance this rectitude, Neil Campbell had a quiet, charming nature, and a smile which 
melted hearts. It was men like Neil who made the Bums Federation what it was-a man of 
superior qualities and professional integrity. 

The finest memorial that could be created for Neil Campbell would be for newer and 
younger members and future office-bearers to mould themselves in the image of Neil, giving 
undying selflessness to an ideal. Given such devoted service, the Bums Federation will 
endure for many a long year yet. 

J. F. T. 

ERNEST ROBERTSON 
A ~UCH lov~d and respected.figure was removed from ~mr~idst when Ernest Robertson 

died last spnng. He was President of the Burns Federation m 1974 and a fonner Provost 
of the Royal Burgh of Dumfries. As civic head for ten years he held many distinguished 
posts, both locally and nationally, including service on the Convention of Royal Burghs where 
he held the position of Chairman of the General Purposes Committee for many years. This 
public service was rewarded in 1971 when he received the O.B.E. in the Queen'sNew Year 
Honours List. 

All his life Ernest devoted a tremendous amount of time and energy to a study of the works 
of the national poet Robert Bums. He was President of the Bums Howff Clubfrom 1953 to 
1955; of the Dumfries Bums Club from 1966 to 1968 and of the Southern Scottish Counties 
Bums Association from 1960 to 1970. 

He gave many years of service on the Executive of the Bums Federation and on the 
important Committees of Scottish Literature and Schools Competitions, his wise counsel and 
judgment were of great benefit to the movement. 

During the years of office as Vice-President and President his experience as Cpairman of 
national bodies enabled him to guide the affairs of the Federation with dignity and assurance. 
He was ever ready to accept invitations to attend club functions and travelled many miles to 
fulfil such obligations and wherever he went the company was entertained and enlightened by 
his masterly orations. 

Ernest had the great gift of making friends in all circumstances and in all places. His warm 
genial personality that radiated good fellowship assured him of a welcome wherever he went. 
16 



If he joined a company as a complete stranger within a short space he became a welcome and 
respected companion. 

At Conferences Mr. and Mrs. Robertson's room was always packed with friends to enjoy 
their hospitality and conversation and these gatherings were so happy that it was well into 
morning before the company dispersed. 

A Memorial Service was held in St. George's Church Dumfries, where he had been a 
regular worshipper. There was a very crowded congregation with representatives from many 
public bodies and Burns Associations to hear the Reverend Stuart Pryce pay tribute to one 
who had done so much for so many people during a very active life. 

A.F. 

L. G. HIGHWAY 
AS we go to press, members and Conference delegates will be sorry to hear of the death of 

Mr. L. G. Highway of the Birmingham and District Caledonian Society. No one would 
deny that the Highway family were the Burnsian stalwarts of the 'second city' siqce their 
interest and devotion to the cause was indeed heart-warming. 

Equally certain was the magnificent hospitality which they offered in their charming home 
at High Ash Farm where tempting food and sincere conversation made the hours speed away. 
If Mrs. Highway, with her Mauchline background, was the evangelist-disciple of Robert 
Burns, the quiet support of her husband gave her added strength. 

We shall miss him but Mrs. Highway will be comforted not only by her friends in 
Birmingham but throughout the whole Burns Federation there will be a sense ofloss for such 
stalwarts as Mr. Highway are becoming more and more rare. 

JAMES W. ALLARDYCE 
THE members of the Greenloaning Bums Club paid their last respects to their former 

secretary, James Allardyce, by attending his funeral at Aberuthven in October 1979. 
Jimmie was a most efficient secretary and was much loved and respected by all members. 
His ready wit and smiling face and sound advice will long be remembered by those fortunate 
enough to have been associated with him. 

His death breaks a truly remarkable and probably unique family connection with the 
secretarial post in any Bums club. When the club was formed in 1889 Tom Stewart, a master 
joiner, was appointed secretary. In 1946 his nephew Willie McFarlane took over and held 
office till his death in 1953. Then Tom Stewart's elder son-in-law, Charlie Taylor took over 
and when he died in 1960 Tom Stewart's younger son-in-law, Jimmie Allardyce, became 
secretary and carried on the family tradition till ill-health caused his retiral in 1972. Since 
then, the secretaryship has been filled by Norman Ure, whose wife is a grand-daughterofT om 
Stewart who started it all. We hope that Norman will continue with us till 1989 at least in 
order to complete the family's century of service. 

D. MacILDOWIE 
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FRED J. BELFORD, M.A., F.E.I.S. 
Past President of the Bums Federation, 

Past President of:-
The Scottish Bums Clubs Association; The Edinburgh & District Bums Clubs, and 

The First and only Honorary Life Member of the Burns Federation. 

BORN in the Berwickshire village of Gordon on the 12th March 1886, he died on the 24th 
February 1980, within but a few days of his 94th birthday. Educated at George Heriot's 

School in Edinburgh and graduated from Edinburgh University. 
Throughout his career he held Headmasterships in Peeblesshire, Banffshire, and Mid

Lothian, and in 1928 he was honoured for his services to education. His last appointment 
was at the Dalkeith Burgh School (now Woodburn School), where he remained for 21 years until 
his retirement in 1951. 

Fred fought in the 1914-18 war with the Royal Scots, and was badly wounded and lay in 
hospital for a considerable time. Fred possesed many artistic abilities, and one of them he 
put to good use while lying in hospital was to create the most wonderful pictures in colour, not 
by painting but by cutting up old postage stamps. I am a proud possessor of two of his 
pictures and the artistry is so good that the average person who looks at them can hardly 
believe that they are not paintings. Another of his artistic abilities was tapestry work, and 
had some of his work on exhibition. 

In his younger days he was interested in golf, bowling and did a bit of hill climbing. 
Amongst his many honours of which he was very proud was when he was made an Honorary 

Member ofTarbolton St. James No. 178, and Cannongate Kilwinning No. 2 Masonic Clubs. 
Fred's greatest love of course was his great interest in the Burns Federation. 

He would be in his 30's before he really took an interest in the Burns Cult, and that was by 
coincidence. It all started when the Minister of Currie, Midlothian asked him if he would 
do the 'Immortal Memory' at a church function. At first Fred refused as he said his 
knowledge of Burns was nil. However, and typical of him he condescended to do this for the 
Minister. 

He went to the library and delved into a volume of Burns to see what he could find out about 
him. He later found out that he would be speaking to the Ayrshire Association of Bums 
Clubs and not at a church function as he had thought. This made Fred terribly nervous and in 
case he made a single mistake on the night, he read every word of his' Immortal Memory' from 
his notes. 

From that day on he never ever used a note while. giving an 'Immortal Memory' or in 
making a speech of any kind, and I understand that his list of Memory's total about the 900 
mark. It was not unusual for him to cope with anything up to 10 or more within the January 
period.. His complete knowledge of his subject amazed all who listened to him. His wit and 
humour was his masterpiece and always with a smile on his face he told the most wonderful 
humorous stories and always in the 'Braid Scots Tongue', which he reckoned was the way 
Bums spoke when writing. He always had his audience laughing with him and ended up by 
loving him. As a man, his marvellous personality and his complete knowledge of his subject 
made him a favourite where ever he went. 

Distance was no obstacle to Fred. He travelled the length and breadth of the country to 
speak on Burns and had many invitations to visit Bums Clubs abroad including Russia, but 
always declined. 

Apart from his Bums activities he moved in a wide circle giving talks on' Scottish Humour'. 
His knowledge on this subject was second to none, and was always delighted to explain what 
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some of those old Scots words really meant. It was not unusual for Fred to stop in the process 
of reciting Tam o' Shanter to explain the meaning of certain lines to some lady or other, and 
immediately pick his line where he left off. 

Fred's greatest contribution to the Federation was when he accepted the appointment of 
Honorary Secretary of the Schools Competitions in Scottish Literature in 1934. These 
competitions have proved a tremendous success, and this side of the Federation's services to the 
youth, boys and girls alike to gain a knowledge of the Burns Works, whether it be in verse or 
song, will go a long way to preserve the continuity and interest of Burnsiana for the years that lie 
ahead. To quote from Alex MacMillan's figures, Fred became quite distressed if less than 
150,000 children entered for these competitions. 

To visit Fred in his home prior to the Bums Competitions you would be confroted with piles 
and piles of packages containing entry forms. All had to be sorted out, packaged up and 
addressed to schools all over the country. For a few years back this task was getting a bit 
much for Fred to handle on his own, so he was joined in this work by another Schoolmaster in 
Mr. Albert Finlayson, Immediate Past President of the Federation who like himself was an 
inspiration to all of us to give up so much time in the interests of the Federation. Fred and 
Albert worked well together and did a great job. 

So much has already been penned about dear old Fred, that I feel quite inadequate to cope 
with all the knowledge available concerning him and where to stop, but must refer to his 
greatest thrill in his 44 years service on the 17th June 1978 when the Executive Committee of the 
Burns Federation met in the Coalsnaughton Bums Club in the presence of the President Mr. Abe 
Train. Fred Belford was made an Honorary Life Member of The Burns Federation. 
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The illuminated scroll presented to Fred Belford 
on his election as the first-ever Honorary Life 
Member of the Burns Federation. 
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This was the greatest reward that could have been bestowed on him. He was delighted and 
very proud of this Honour. Unfortunately that was the last meeting that Fred attended. 

Having lost his dear wife, who by the way was the same age as Fred and also possessed a 
wonderful brain. This was a sad blow to Fred, who was not in the best of health, found it 
necessary to move into the Church of Scotland Home, 'May bum House', at Loanhead, under 
the care of Matron Tervit and her husband Mr. Andrew Tervit, Superintendant of the Home. 
Matron Tervit was like a mother to Fred and like us all became very friendly with him. 

It was a coincidence perhaps, but it so happened that Matron Tervit is an ardent lover of 
Burns, and knows her Bums. This was right up Fred's street and he thought the world of her. 

It was in May bum House that Fred was presented with that beautiful Illuminated Scroll as 
a token to mark his being made a Life Member of the Federation. A small representative 
company of about twenty included the President and the Secretary Jock Thomson. The 
brief ceremony was recorded by the B. B. C. and a lovely luncheon was served up in the Home, 
when the staff gave freely of their off period to serve us. 

Matron Tervit was thanked for her kindness in making this, 'Fred's Day', something to 
remember. 

As time goes on, Fred was not so well but still able to get about but as January I 980 arrived, 
Fred's thoughts were not on himself, but on what was to be the programme for the 25th 
January. He was already booked to give the' Immortal Memory' at his Club, Stewart House, 
at a luncheon, on the 25th January. 

In the same evening a Bums Supper had been arranged in Maybum House. Fred was at 
the Stewart Club as promised, and in the evening he presided over the Supper in Maybum 
House and made a wonderful job of the Memory. There was also a full programme. The 
meal consisted of the usual Burns fare, namely:-Cock-a-leekie soup, haggis, tatties and 
neeps. The Haggis piped in by Pipe Major Kerr and addressed by Mr. Jim Allan. Guest 
Artists were Mary Cherrie, Lottie Seggie, John Wightman, Bob Wilson and George 
Clapperton. Matron Tervit recited Holy Willy's Prayer, and also accompanied the artists at 
the piano. The singing of Auld Lang Syne completed what was to be dear old Fred's last 
Burns Supper. 

What a wonderful conclusion to a most outstanding lifetime in the interest ofBumsiana, but 
his name will now be legend in the history of the Bums Federation. The last few weeks Fred 
was confined to bed. My wife and I sat vigil by his bedside listening to his lifetime 
reminiscences, his memory still amazingly clear. He even apologised to me that he would 
not be able to be at Coldstream Bums Club Ladies Night this year, but all being well he would 
be there next year. 

It was at the Durham Conference in 1962 that I heard Fred giving his report and thought he 
was wonderful, loud and clear to listen to (no microphones needed for Fred), but it was not 
until the following year at the Stirling Conference that I was introduced to him. 

I asked him to be be our Guest Speaker at our Burns Banquet in Coldstream. He said he 
would be delighted but hadn't a date before 1966. This I accepted. However from that day 
on Fred and I were very close friends and spent some wonderful days in the company of Mrs 
Belford and himself, both at his home in Edinburgh and at my own at Coldstream. 

He was our Guest at our 'Ladies Night' each year, and was always the star of the evening 
with the Ladies. He had, of course. a most endearing personality and always had his 
audience !aughing with him at his priceless Scottish Humour. He loved coming to the 
C'oldstream Ladies Night and it was a problem as to what to ask Fred to do, as Toast-wise he 
had done the lot, so latterly we decided to put in the programme:-'Ten Minutes Wi' Freddie or 
'Yes, It's Fred Again.' He loved it. 

Well his end came on the 24th February 1980. Bless his Soul. Fred is survived by his 
devoted daughter Kathleen (Mrs. Bannennan ). who is a talented pianist, and a son who is a 
Doctor in Africa. There are two Grandchildren and six Great-grandchildren. All girls. 
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Unfortunately, no more Freels to follow. 
To quote from William Souter's poem, that the Human approach to death should be to:

'Gang doun wi' a sang'. 
This certainly applies to our departed friend Fred. 
Last verse. 

Babylon blaws by in stour 
Whaur yon water makes nae soun': 
Darkness is your only door; 
Gang doun wi' a sang, Gang doun. 

WM. JACKSON, 
Coldstream, 839. 

Jenny Hazeldene, President of Kirklees Highland Association, presenting the Life President's Medal 
to Jimmy Davie on Burns' Night, 1980. 
Jimmy Davie is Past President of Upton St. Andrew's Society, Merseyside, Hon. Life President of 
Plymouth Burns Club and Chairman of Yorkshire District. Every year he proposes the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' at several Burns Clubs and enjoys explaining to local civic dignitaries how much 
world-wide publicity the town gets, through the medium of the Chronicle. 
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The Statue that Kept on the Move 

poR THE FIRST time in many years, 
Edinburgh's Lord Provost attended the 

annual wreath-laying ceremony held by the 
Edinburgh and District Bums Clubs 
Association to pay tribute to Scotland's 
national poet. As a rule, this ceremony 
takes place at the Bums monument in Regent 
Road, but this was not possible in January 
1980, on account of the extensive repairs and 
renovation then taking place. The 
ceremony was therefore switched to the 
National Portrait Gallery in Queen Street on 
Sunday, 20th January. 

The main hall of the Gallery contains a 
larger-than-life marble statue of Bums. 
This statue, by the celebrated sculptor John 
Flaxman, was commissioned in 1824 for the 
national monument. 'It stayed there only a 
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few years, however,' said the Association's 
Secretary. Mr. George Laing. 'There was the 
possibility that smoke and fumes from 
the Calton gasworks nearby would damage 
it. It was then moved to the Old Quad of the 
university near the South Bridge, but some 
years later someone asked why the statue 
should have its home there, since Bums was 
no academic. It then went to the National 
Gallery at the Mound and towards the end of 
the century it was moved to its present home 
in the National Portrait Gallery.' 

The statue and the monument both belong 
to the city. It is interesting to speculate 
whether, when the repairs are completed, 
Bums will flit back to his original home. 

After all. the gasworks have gone .. .. 



READER'S DIGEST 
A SCOTIISH flavour was given to this 

world-wide publication when, in the 
January 1980 issue Janet Graham 
contributed a piece on My First Highland 
Hogmanay. Better is to follow for she 
visited Kilmarnock and other parts of the 
Bums Country collecting material for 
another article on Robert Bums and the 
Bums Federation. 

It is not yet known in which issue this will 
be featured but a phone call to Reader's 
Digest could confirm that it will be published 
during the summer of 1980. It was intended 

to time the publication date with the Bums 
Festival in Ayrshire during 14th-22nd June 
but it is probable that it might well coincide 
with the date of the Leicester Conference. 

Secretary Jock Thomson reports that 
never in his experience has he seen a literary 
composition so minutely checked for 
accuracy; he claims that nearly sixty facts 
had to be carefully cross-checked before 
Reader's Digest were satisfied. 

Such an inclusion in this vastly popular 
magazine should bring the Poet and the 
Bums Federation to its widest-ever reading 
public. 

Jim Dickson, President of Simbeck Burns Club, Weston-super-Mare, with pipers Jock Simpson and 
Robin Weeks, Sir Gervais and Lady Walker (Chairman of Avon County Council) and other principal 
guests at the Annual Dinner in the Winter Gardens, 24th January 1980. 

Courtesy Weston Mercury 
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~-------· 

THE SONGS OF ROBERT BURNS 

JT was in the area of song composition that 
Burns left us his chief legacy. Wrote 

Thomas Carlyle 150 years ago: 'If one part 
of Bums's work is more assured of 
immortality than another, it is his SONGS. 
His chief influence as an author will be 
ultimately found in this area of accomplish
ment'-and we know this to be true nearly 
200 years after Burns's death. had he lived 
longer than his brief lifespan of 36\1 years, 
how much richer we might all be today for 
new songs never composed for our delight! 

In a poetic letter to an intimate friend, 
Bums opened his heart on the subject of his 
great love for his country's simple, popular 
songs-the songs sung at the cradles of the 
bairns-at the fireside ingles in country 
farmhouses where young and old folks 
gathered after the day's work was done for an 
hour of social merriment-the songs sung 
lustily in the wayside taverns and 
alehouses-and at weddings and 
christenings-and during work in the fields 
by reapers and binders-and at harvest 
festivals after the all-important harvest was 
gathered in. 

'When young,' Bums told his friend, 'I had 
a wish-I mind its pow'r-a wish that to my 
latest hour shall strongly heave my breast; 
that L for poor old Scotland's sake, some 
useful plan or book could make-or sing a 
song at least' 

And later on, he rode about the country
side, gathering up from the singing of young 
girls and young men-and old men and 
women-songs that would disappear 
forever, perhaps, unless somebody took the 
trouble to record them and preserve them for 
posterity. 

Some of these songs were characteristically 
crude and offensive to polite ears. 'They 
smacked of the smithy,' declared one 
historian later on. We must remember. 
however. that they were couched in the 
robust idiom of Burns's day-sometimes by 
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by Yvonne Stevenson 

men and women who had indulged too freely 
in the 'barley bree' and called a spade a 
spade, country-style! Burns, we know, 
refined many of these songs and added new 
verses of his own that might be sung in the 
presence of the austere parish minister and 
before the socially elite in the fashionable 
Edinburgh salons. 

Burns's songs fall chiefly into well-defined 
categories: love songs and songs of courtship 
and marriage. Patriotic and political songs 
and the popular songs sung con gusto in 
taverns and alehouses-songs that raised the 
roof and called for yet another convivial 
round of the enlivening 'barley bree.' 

Principal Shairp, an early historian wrote: 
'Instead of saying that Bums created 
Scottish song, it would be more true to say 
that Scottish song created Burns and that, in 
him, Scottish song culminated.' And we 
know that Bums often generously acknowl
edged his debt to his song-writing 
predecessors-even tho' his own talents 
were often vastly superior to theirs. 

As was to be expected of a romantic
minded Bums, many of his songs fall into the 
category oflove songs. He never made any 
apology for this, reminding his publisher that 
an earlier song-writer had once declared that 
'love and wine are the exclusive themes for 
song-writing!' And he described his own 
method of composition this way: 

'Until I am complete master of a tune in 
my own singing-such as it is!-1 can 
never compose for it My way is this: I 
consider the poetic sentiment that 
corresponds to my idea of the musical 
expression: then choose my theme. 
Begin one stanza and when that is 
composed-which is generally the most 
difficult part of the business- I walk out, 
sit down now and then, look out for 
objects in Nature around me that are in 
harmony or unison with the cogitations of 
my fancy-humming every now and then 
the Air with the Verses I have framed and 



when I feel my Muse beginning to jade, I 
retire to the solitary fireside of my study 
and there commit my effusions to paper
swinging at intervals on the hind legs of my 
elbow chair by way of calling forth my 
own critical strictures as my pen goes on. 
Seriously, this, at home, is invariable my 
way.' 
A very good picture, I think we would 

agree, of a conscientious composer at work to 
achieve perfection as far as possible. 

As you will know, one of Burns's most 
appealing endowments was his spontaneous 
WIT. He told us that he was 'born with a 
random shot of countra wit'-and this wit 
bubbles up in many of his best songs. 

We recall his song about the Exciseman 
who was kidnapped by the Deil-and the 
song' Whistle o'er the Lave o't' and also '!rhe 
Weary Pund o' Tow' (in which a long
suffering husband is relieved of a drunken, 
lazy, unloved wife!)-and the song about 
Duncan Gray whose courtship was spurned 
by a hoity-toity Meg who finally accepted his 
persuasions and lived happily ever after! 

During his lifetime, Burns was often 
criticised for his love of the lassies-but he 
reminded his critics that, in this matter! he 
was no worse than King Solomon of old who 
had many wives and concubines. This is 
what Bums told his critics: 

'For you, sae douce, ye sneer at this; 
Ye're naught but senseless asses, 0. 
The wisest man the world ere saw 
He dearly loved the lassies, O.' 

And when he was reprimanded by the Kirk 
Session for his love of the lassies which had 
engulfed him in deep trouble, Burns 
declared-with tongue in cheek and a rare 
defiance: 

"The Kirk an State may join an' tell 
To do sic things I maunna: 
The Kirk an' State can gae to Hell
And I'll gae to my Anna!' 

This is surely the Burns we all love so well, 
isn't it? A Bums who refused to be flattened 
out by the hypocritical strictures of an 
avenging Kirk Session-and he had plenty 
to say about one of their own elect-a Kirk 
Elder named William Fisher who was 

accused of pilfering the parish poor-boxes, 
tippling and wenching a bit, too, it seems. He 
was found dead in a ditch or snowbank by the 
roadside near Mauchline one day and his 
career furnished our Bums with the theme of 
his immortal satire 'Holy Willie's Prayer.' 

And here may I digress for a moment, to 
bring home to us all what poor Bums was up 
against in his conflicts with Kirk Sessions in 
his particular day and generation. 

Some years ago, I went over to Scotland to 
do research for a book covering the romance 
of Bums and Jean Armour. I went down 
from Ayr to Mauchline to explore the little 
parish Kirkyard there. As you will know, 
many of the Bard's contemporaries were 
buried there. Of course, as an Armour 
descendant, I was seeking chiefly the burial
ground of my Armour forbears who had once 
lived in the Cowgate, a stones-throw from the 
Kirk and its Kirkyard. Ultimately I found 
the Armour plot tho' the iron railings that 
once enclosed it were long since gone. 

In that plot had been buried the infant 
children of Jean Armour and Robert Bums 
(their second twins) but these infants had 
been buried as bastards-as the offspring of 
Jean Armour only-their father's name 
unrecorded-altho' the union of Jean 
Armour and Robert Bums was then legally 
valid under the provisions of the existing 
Irregular Marriage Act of Scotland which 
prevailed as late as 1939-inourtime. And 
as I stood silently at that forlorn little grave
its soil once drenched by tears of misery shed 
long, long ago-I recalled the tender 
admonition of Jesus:' Suffer little children to 
come unto Me and forbid them not for of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven.' And ringing 
down the centuries to my ears came that 
bitter cry of Robert Bums: 'Man's 
inhumanity to man makes countless 
thousands mourn!' 

Returning again to the theme of Bums's 
native WIT-this surfaces often in many of 
the epigrams and epitaphs he composed 
about some of his contemporaries for whom 
he entertained nothing but scorn and 
contempt. And reverting once more to the 
subject of Bums' s love of the lassies, one is 
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tempted to speculate how much happier he 
might have been in our time today-when 
Kirk Sessi-Ons fall discreetly silent in a more 
permissive age! 

To James Johnson's published Collection 
of Songs called THE SCOTTISH 
MUSICAL MUSEUM Burns contributed 
at least 185 Songs-and to George 
Thomson's SELECT MELODIES OF 
SCOTLAND he contributed at least 120 
pieces-refusing payment for his work even 
tho' he was a poor man with a needy family 
and the proferred S pounds would have been 
a Godsend. But he did not want his 
cherished work tainted by gross 
commercialism. How different things are 
today! 

Recalling again, this delicious quality of 
WIT in many ofBums's light-hearted songs, 
we remember his little-known song titled 'My 
Spouse Nancy.' Many years ago, this song 
was sung by an 88-year-old gentleman 
named William Hutton of Birmingham. It 
was sung as a duet with his daughter and to a 
most appreciative audience, it appears. 

This song deals with a familiar situation. 
There had been a quarrel between an elderly 
henpecked husband and his young wife who 
sings accusingly: 

'Husband, husband, cease your strife, 
No longer idly rave, Sir; 
Tho' I am your wedded wife 
Yet I'm not your slave, Sir. 
One of two must still obey-
ls it man or woman, say? 

Your spouse Nancy' 

To this the elderly husband replies sadly: 
'My heart, then, break it must, 
My last hour I'm near it! 
When you lay me in the dust 
Think, think, how you'll bear it! 
I will hope and trust in Heav'n 
Strength to bear it will be given 

My spouse Nancy.' 
To this the saucy young wife replies: 
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'If 'tis still the lordly word
Service and obedience, 
rn desert my sovereign lord 
And so goodbye allegiance. 
Sad will I be so bereft 
Yet I'll try to make a shift 

Your spouse Nancy.' 

But Nancy is not done yet with her poor old 
badgered mate and she means to have the 
very last word: 

'Well, Sir, from the silent dead 
Still I'll try to daunt you; 
Ever round your midnight bed 
Horrid sprites shall haunt you. 
I'll wed another like my dear
Then all Hell will fly for fear of 

Your spouse Nancy.' 

(Which only goes to show, perhaps, that even 
in Burns's time there was marital strife and 
discord and that then, as now, wives usually 
had the very last word!) 

Bums, it would appear, had little 
admiration for militant-minded, aggressive
type females. I'm afraid our 20th century 
WOMEN'S LIB would not have been his 
own particular cup of tea! Let's listen in to 
his own private thoughts on this particular 
subject: 

'Curst be the man, the poorest wretch in life 
The crouching vassal to a tyrant wife, 
Who has no will but by her high permission; 
Who has not sixpence but in her possession. 
Who must to her his dear friend's secret tell 
Who dreads a curtain lecture worse than 

Hell. 
If such a wife had fallen to my part 
I'd break her spirit or I'd break her heart! 
I'd charm her with the magic of a switch! 
I'd kiss her maids-and kick the perverse 

b ...... .' 

and I'm happy to relate that when he married 
my great great grandaunt Jean Armour he 
never had any occasion to 'charm her with that 
magic switch!' 

You all know their love story. Bums 
composed many glowing love songs to his 
Jean-in one of which he declared rapturously: 

'She's bonnie\ blooming, straight and tall 
And long has had my heart in thrall!' 

It was a thralldom that was to last for 12 
years-from the year 1784 when they first met 
on a village bleach-green in Mauchline to the 
hour of his death in 1796. She bore him nine 
children (including two sets of twins) and the 
last child, little Maxwell, was born during his 
father's funeral but lived only to the age of 14 
when he was laid to rest beside his famous 



father. Then, nearly 40 years after the death of 
Burns, his 'Bonnie Jean' was also laid beside 
him in the famous Mausoleum in Dumfries. 
Many of you will have visited that last resting 
place of Burns and his loved ones in St. 
Michael's Churchyard there. 

How quickly, fellow Burnsians, our allotted 
half hour has sped! and in closing our brief 
resume of THE SONGS OF ROBERT 
BURNS may I quote a tribute to those songs 
by our sweet singer Kenneth McKellar who 
declares: 

'I heard those songs from the lips of my 
grandparents, sung by my father who, in 
the Sabbath, sang in the High Kirk Choir 
and at the knee of my mother. 
The learning of Bums' songs was very 
natural, tremendously enjoyable and 
resulted in a love of them which cannot 
die. The same love as Scotsmen have for 
the Trossachs or Loch Lomond or the 
mystic islands of the Hebrides. These are 
OUR OWN, just as the whole Robert 
Burns story is OUR OWN.' 

are OUR OWN, just as the whole Robert 
Bums story is OUR OWN.' (Unquote) 

Continues Kenneth McKellar reflectively: 
'It is nearly two hundred years since 
Robert Burns' first sounds of self 
expression echoed round the walls of the 
cottage bedroom in Ayr-awakening 
perhaps a Robin Redbreast, sheltering 
from the 'Caul Blast o' Januar Wind' 
under the thatched roof. 

'And during the subsequent years, the 
voice of Bums has reached out to all 
comers of the Earth, and the self 
expression which he sought and perfected 
in his comings and goings with his fellow 
men and in his love for womankind 
awakened everywhere responsive hearts 
and appreciative tongues whatever 
language they speak. In short,' 
concludes McKellar, 'Bums belongs to us 
ALL-he is a Bard of ALL NATIONS.' 

Thank you, Kenneth McKellar. 
Concerning the memorable SONGS OF 
ROBERT BURNS you have said it ALL
and eloquently. 

A Rare Bums Souvenir at Auction 
WHEN Sir Rowland Hill introduced 

Uniform Penny Postage in 1840, 
adhesive stamps were something of an after
thought and he pinned his faith mainly on the 
pictorial envelopes sold for a penny or 
twopence. These envelopes had an 
elaborate allegorical design, by William 
Mulready, R.A. The pompous picture of 
Britannia and figures representing the far
flung colonies was promptly ridiculed by the 
press and the public and the unfortunate 
design had to be withdrawn. , Ironieally, 
much of the ridicule took the form of 
caricatures and parodies of Mulready's 
design and this, in turn, stimulated a mid
Victorian craze for elaborate pictorial 
envelopes which lasted well into the 18oUs. 
Fore's, Ackermann's and Valentine's were 
among the better-known publishers of these 
lampoons. A firm known as the Pictorial 
Envelope Establishment was set up by R. W. 

Hume of Shore Street, Leith and flourished 
for a time. One of its productions was a 
series of musical envelopes, the flaps and 
insides being covered with verses of popular 
songs, while the front bore the portrait and 
signature of a well-known song-writer. 

Appropriately, No.I in the series was 
devoted to Robert Bums and understandably 
this is now the most sought-after of these 
quaint Victorian souvenirs. An example 
posted at Leith on 5th February 1842, with 
hand-coloured ornament, and addressed to 
the Postmaster at Dover, was sold for £36 at 
the Robson Lowe sale of the Yates 
Collection in February 1949. The same 
auctioneer handled this envelope in 
December 1979 when it was expected to 
make about £900. After some spirited 
bidding it was actually knocked down for the 
staggering sum of £2, 100. 

27 



Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic Burns Club, top table at the Burns Supper 
Left to right: E. Russell (Treasurer), R. McNeish (Vice-President), R. Marshall (Chairman of the Social 
Club), H. Murray (Principal Speaker), G. Tedford (President), S. K. Gaw (President of the Burns 
Federation), W. Allan (R.W.M.) andJ. Howie (Secretary). 

The dark, dreary Winter, and wild-driving Snaw 
J. A. Weir 

Division of Biological Sciences, University of Kansas. 

AS a teenager in the 1930s, already 
captivated by the genius of Robert Burns, 

I once suggested to my Scottish friends that 
Caledonia must be a land of unusually harsh 
and prolonged winters. 

This was deny'd 

In retrospect the response-could scarcely have 
been otherwise since Saskatchewan winters 
2!S 

are longer and mo.-e severe than anything 
anywhere in Europe-Moscow included. So, 
I let the matter drop-not, however, before 
matching Burns' allusions to dreary winters 
with entries in the chronological index of my 
1900 Cromwell Edition. 

With the arrival in 1968 of James Kinsley' s 
Oxford edition with its chronological and 
numbered arrangement, I was again struck by 



the pervasiveness of surly, savage winter 
scenes in the poems and songs (by this time I 
had moved to Kansas where the winters are 
generally mild). A sampling from Kinsley 
includes Nos 10, 17, 22, 51, 59, 62, 64, 65, 69, 
71, 72, 75, 76, 84, 89, 117, 120, 122, 130, 
176, 182, 195, 200, 231, 234, 294, 336, 348, 
396, 438, 454, 461, 485, 524, 571, 601; for 
additional works dealing with the seasons, not 
just winter, see Nos. 138, 239, 316, 331, 379, 
409, 413, 432, 472, 488. Also, a hasty glance 
at the 5 9 entries ( 50 titles) listed under Winter 
in J. B. Reid's 1889 Concordance to the 
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns reinforces 
the overall impression. Parenthetically, when 
he wrote his letters, Bums, like Tam, seems to 
have been impervious to the outside elements 
also, there is little evidence that he really did 
prefer winter although his sombre moods were 
frequently in harmony with the harsher 
elements. 

Ev'n winter bleak has charms to me. 

Recently quite by accident, I cam across a 
1976 article in Weather (31, pp. 390-393) 
titled Snowstorms in Scotland 1729 to 1830. 

It was affirmed that Scotland did indeed 
experience winters of unprecedented severity 
and duration throughout the entire career of 
Robert Bums. Between 1759 and 1796 the 
winters were very bad in 1771, 1772, 177 4, 
1776, 1780, 1781, 1782, 1783, 1784, 1785, 
1786, 1788, 1789, 1792 and 1795. 
Mowbray G. Pearson, author of the above and 
other articles on the subject (Weather 1973, 
28, pp. 195-201; 1978, 33, pp. 392-399), is a 
professional meteorologist and lecturer in 
geography at Edinburgh University. He has 
kindly provided additional information and 
permission to reproduce the figure below. 

Approaching the subject without prejudice 
or a priori hypotheses, Mr. Pearson has, over a 
period of years, amassed an impressive array 
of data from the l 8th and l 9th centuries using 
newspapers of the period as one of his sources. 
Admittedly. the Scottish climate is by no 
means uniform throughout the country and 
discovery of a detailed diary from Aberdeen for 
the period 1758 to 1795 provided unusually 
vivid descriptions for that part of the country. 

The overall picture, however, is one of winters 
that started early, continued late, and had few 
respites in between. 

To quote from Pearson (1973), by way of 
example: 

A grim story from Crawford, Lanarkshire, 
in the Old Statistical Account showed that 
1785 brought no relief to this succession of 
cheerless winters. 'In January 1785 a 
man perished here in the snow; his body, 
which was not found until the month of 
April following, was then scarcely begun to 
putrefy. That winter was indeed 
remarkable for snow and drift, and spring 
for frost.' 

For readers without access to Pearson's 
original articles in Weather, the figure 
reproduced here provides a graphic display, 
Note, the Janwar' Win' notwithstanding, 
Bums' childhood was spent in a mild 
atmosphere. By 177 4 when he first commited 
'the sin of Rhyme' the long period of mild 
winters had drawn to a close. For the rest of 
his life Bums lived in stormy times: the 
Lochlie, Tarbolton period 1777-1784 (with 
interlude in Irvine); Mossgiel 1784; Edinburgh 
1786 and 1787; Ellisland 1788-1791; 
Dumfries 1791-1796. After his death there 
followed a series of comparatively mild 
winters. 

Recollections of weather past, like 
quotations from Burns, are usually selected 
because of some association-a wedding 
(rain); Bums night (snow); the bonspiel (a 
thaw); loss oflambs (spring); etc. In response 
to my query on the winter of 1978-79 
Mowbray Pearson had this to say, 'This year 
we had a combination of some very low 
temperatures and heavy snow falls, but there 
were respites from both. It gave the 
impression of a long, hard winter, but there 
were short periods when the snow melted and 
the total accumulation was much less than it 
might have been.' It seems that we have to go 
back to the winter of 1962-63, noted for the 
intensity of the cold, or 1947 with its 
phenomenal accumulation of snow, to come 
up with anything from the present century to 
compare with the appalling winters of the 
1780s. 
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Pearson concludes his 197 6 Weather article 
with an admonition: 'On the basis of this study 
and of published material by a variety of 
authors, it would be tempting to make 
predictions, but more prudent to refrain from 
doing so.' If we change 'make predictions' to 
'generalise', the same might be said of essays 
on Robert Bums; however, you may use your 
own imagination on the effects the weather 
may have had on the poet's thoughts, habits, 
health, and farming experiences. 

Cauld blaws the wind frae east to west, 
The drift is driving sairly; 

Sae loud and shill's I hear the blast, 
fm sure it's winter fairly. 

'THE WHISTLE' 
puRTHER to John Corrie's Burns and 

G lencairn and since the Burns 
Chronicle is a most important source book 
for students of Burns, it might be appropriate 
to mention that the Whistle, the prize for the 
drinking competition featured in the poem, is 
now in the safe hands of Captain R W. F. 
Cuninghame, of Carpington Castle, 
Kilmarnock. Captain Cuninghame's 
mother was the last in line of the Fergussons 
of Craigdarroch, hence the famed Whistle 
reposing now in Kilmarnock. 

Members of Galt Burns Club at the London Conference. 
Left to right: Gretta Hanley, Jim and Margaret Millar, Bill and Sadie Pettigrew, Jim Hanley and Ina 
and Tom Milne. 
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Kilmarnock & Loudoun Burns Day 

JUDGING from public response, 
Kilmarnock and Loudon Burns Day, the 

newest festival to grace the world-wide Bums 
Movement, has firmly established itself 
immediately. 

Over 4,000 people thronged Kay Park, 
Kilmarnock, on Sunday 2 9th July, to honour 
Robert Burns and recall the intimate and 
affectionate association he had with the 
town, Auld Killie, as he called it. 

The festival began with a parade from The 
Cross. Hundreds took part, among them 
members of Burns Clubs and Masonic 
Lodges from all over Scotland, local 
authorities, voluntary organisations, and the 
public. Lord Ross ofMarnock, Member of 
Parliament for Kilmarnock for 33 years 
when he retired earlier this year, was there. 
So were many other dignitaries-Mr. Albert 
Finlayson, President of the Burns 
Federation; Mrs. Inez Logan, President of 
the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs, 
Mr. Alex Johnstone, Honorary President of 
the Burns Federation from Australia, Mr. 
Thomas McCall, Provincial Grandmaster of 
the Masonic Lodges of Ayrshire; Deputy 
Lords Lieutenant Captain Cunninghame, 
William Aitken and Eric Young; Mr. Gilbert 
Brown, President of Kilmarnock Burns Club 
No.O. 

Flags were carried in the procession, and 
Kilmarnock Pipe Band led the way to Burns 
Monument in Kay Park. Wreaths were laid 
at the Poet's statue by Captain Cunninghame, 
Kilmarnock Burns Club No.0, the Burns 
Federation, the Ayrshire Association of 
Burns Clubs, Dundo~ald Bums Club, Irvine 

Burns Club, Howff Burns Club 
(Kilmarnock), Ayr Burns Club, Symington 
(Kilmarnock) Bums Club, Cronies Bums 
Club (Kilmarnock), Prestwick Bums Club, 
Brothers Be Burns Club (Kilmarnock) and 
Busbiehill Bums Club. 

Addresses appropriate to the occasion 
were given by Councillor Mrs. Mary Porter, 
Convener of the Leisure and Recreation 
Committee of Kilmarnock and Loudon 
District Council, and by Provost Mrs. 
Margaret Parker. Burns songs were sung by 
Mr. James Miller Coburn of the Welsh 
National Opera Company, readings from 
Bums works were given by Gwyneth Guthrie 
and Robert Trotter, and selections of Bums 
songs were played by Newmilns Silver Band. 

The festival ended with the playing of a 
lament by a lone piper high up on the 
Monument. As the piper was playing, the 
Union Jack was being impressively lowered. 

Kilmarnock and Loudon Bums Day is a 
direct result of the success experienced last 
year when the local District Council 
organised a ceremony to mark re-dedication 
of the Monument after repair and renovation. 
The ceremony was held on the lOOth 
anniversary of the laying of the foundation 
stone of the Monument in 1878. Over 
5,000 people attended on that occasion, the 
event following the lines of that initial one a 
hundred years earlier. Sunday's Festival
Kilmarnock and Loudon Burns Day-marked 
another Centenary, the actual opening of the 
Monument and unveiling of W. Grant 
Stevenson's statue of the Poet in August 
1879. 

Opposite: The wreath-laying ceremony at the Burns Statue in Ayr on 25th January 1980. The 
President of the Federation, S. K. Gaw, with Presidents of local Burns Clubs. 
Back row: Dr. B. N. Peach Bannatyne (Alloway), R. Cuthbertson (Ayr), S. K. Gow, C. S. Howie 
{Carrick District Councill and J. Howie (Ayr Masonic). 
Front row: T. A. McMillan {Ayrshire Association), Mrs. T. A. McMillan !Kilmarnock Cronies), Mrs. E. 
Logan (Kilmarnock Howff), J. Cannell fBusbiehill) and G. Vallance (Past President Burns Federation). 
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JOHN CAIRNEY'S SW AN SONG 

John Cairney with the bust of Burns by Benno Schott. (Photo: Hugh Thompson, Dumfries) 
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JT WAS in 1959 that John Caimey first had the idea of a solo play based on the life 
of Scotland's national bard, but it was 1965 before he first appeared in Edinburgh as the 

poet, in a script adapted by Tom Wright Since that time, Caimey's name has virtually been 
synonomous with that of Bums, and he has perfonned his famous tour de force all over the 
world. He has been seen twice on network television in the part as well as in the serial created 
from it by Scottish Television in 1969, which is still remembered by viewers. Several years 
ago, he founded and developed the first Burns Festival in Ayr and now, years after his first 
researches on the subject, he is finally relinquishing the role to concentrate on writing a book 
to be called 'My Life with Robert Burns', and to prepare the screenplay on the life, as 
Scotland's first ever feature film. John made his final appearance in his role as the Bard at 
three farewell perfonnances, held in the Netherbow Arts Centre, Edinburgh on 2nd-4th 
February 1979. Cairney's Robert Bums Story will long be remembered as a major 
contribution to modern Scottish theatre. 

Carlos Facello examines the Haggis in the company of the chef and Donald MacNeill at the Gourock 
Burns Club Annual Dinner. 

35 



N ewdecadensia 
Dear Burnsian, 

Since last we wrote, 
While Winter's waned and waxed a mote 
Both days of drear and nights of note ' 

Have come and gone, 
And mem'ry's full of anecdote 

I cast my mind back to the Fall: 
In Old October I recall 
A happy crowd, a crowded hall; 

That night, I mind, 
A 'Scottish Evening' did befall, 

All Otley-kind. 

The Scottish 'wine' was sheer delight, 
(By courtesy Mackay & Whyte!), 
As were the films and food that night 

In Old October. 
Recruitment reached a dizzy height-

And some were sober! 

Then East were quizzed; and so were West: 
And York and Bradford came out best. 
Now while they take a well-earned rest 

From mental spills, 
The North and South have yet to test 

Their quizzing skills. 

Our hearty hosts at Beverley 
Were or~anised impeccably, 
And Qmz and Dance went merrily, 

Sans vercunds! 
And Twenty Pounds came welcomely 

To District Funds! 

Then came a dance and chance encounter 
My Federation badge the pointer ' 
To half an hour's happy banter 

Wi' Rab MacLaren; 
And Edinburgh's early winter 

Was not so barren. 

Nae doubt ye all were at St. Andy's. 
y-contemplatin' just how grand is 
The chance to toast your am hamelandies 

Frae fields afar-
A licence for those rare old brandies 

And fine cigar. 

Then Hogmanay-your last excuse 
To free your fancy. set foot loose 
In '79, and introduce 

F anfaranade: 
Your first occasion to seduce 

The new Decade! 
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Close on it's heels we all regard 
The date of dates-the master card
The birthday of Auld Scotia's Bard 

Rabb1e himsel'. ' 
Best food, best speech, best galliard 

Best to re-tell. 

My Jeannie had wi' style addressed 
The Haggis; and the toasts expressed 
The feelings in each kindred breast· 

Then, supper past, ' 
To Alan Coulson at his best 

We danced our last. 

'Tis pleasant to look back at leisure 
On evenings which have given pleasure. 
Perhaps some thread in this small measure 

Of thoughts o' mine 
Will bind a moment you will treasure 

For Auld Lang Syne. 

So, Burnsian, again I 'dress ye, 
In hope that brotherhood possess ye 
Wi' a:llowship, and aye profess ye 

A friend o' Fatie: 
And may guid fortune ever bless ye 

In 1980! 

BOB PIRIE 



HONOUR THE PIPER 
by Janet M. Cutting 

A NY ONE WHO has been associated with the Leicester Caledonian Society is aware that 
one very valuable asset the Society has had for 50 years is their Honorary Piper, Iain 

(John) D. Insch. First instructed by his father (no mean piper himself), at the age of seven 
John was packed offhome to Strathdon and when he left school he continued his studies under 
Alick C. MacGregor, piper to the Laird of Auchernauch. Occasionally, during that time, 
John went to Aberdeen to visit his father's Uncle Willie, a champion piper and dancer, who 
had taught John's father. Willie's father and grandfather had taught him, and so the piping 
tradition in that family has been going on since 1800. After nearly two years at his 'finishing 
school' John returned to Leicester and has played for the Society ever since. He did make an 
earlier appearance at the age of twelve using a miniature set of pipes. The ladies of the 
Society made much of him and he received about twelve half-crowns and many kisses
gratuities which John regrets are not forthcoming these days. 

John was a member of a pipe band at a training establislunent during the war and became a 
Pipe-Major. He admits to beating a hasty retreat from a gun-site in Normandy when his 
playing attracted a Messersclunitt and we are glad that he did so for his playing has given 
much pleasure to so many. He was a member of the Leicester Society's Pipe Band until it 
disbanded, but John has continued to give his services to the dancers over the years. 

Composing tunes has also been an interest and he feels that his most notable ones are a 
Strathspey-Janet's Fancy-and two marches in 6/8 time-Leicester Caledonian Society 
and The Leicester Pipe Band. 

The pipes which John plays are his father's set inherited in 1941 and made by his father 
from African blackwood, solid silver and ivory. Pipers all over the world know John, as he 
has been making and supplying reeds to them for many years. His latest task is to go to 
Switzerland to teach the Zurich Pipes and Drums how to play the bagpipes, his daughter 
Elspeth accompanying him to coach the beginners. 

John admits that one of his best critics was his late wife Lily who acquired her knowledge 
from association with John and his father. The Caledonian Society are always glad to pay 
tribute to all that John has done for them, not only with his playing but also with his interest, 
humour, fund of folk-lore and other stories and always willing service. Long may this happy 
association continue. 

Opposite: lain D. lnsch piping in the Haggis at 
the Leicester Caledonian Society Burns Dinner. 

Courtesy Leicester Mercury 
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Some of the children who attended the Bolton Burns Club Hallowe'en Party, 26th October 1979. 
Copyright Bolton Press and Publicity Services 

The 1979-IK> Council of the Sheffield Caledonian Society: President Irene Scholes seated third from 
righ1. 
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READERS 
LETTERS 

DEAR SIR, 
Reading the 1980 Chronicle, I came 

across several mistakes in the article on page 
77 by John Mackay entitled 'Dear Bought 
Bess'. 

Firstly, he states that 'Dear Bought Bess' 
was brought up by the poet's wife. This was 
impossible, as the child was born to 
Elizabeth Paton on 28th May 1785, not 
22nd May 1795 as stated by John Mackay, 
and Burns and Jean Armour were not 
married until August 1788. 

Secondly, Burns had practically no 
connection with Gavin Hamilton after 1791, 
following the poet's removal to Dumfries, so 
it is extremely unlikely that Gavin Hamilton 
drew up a document giving 22nd May 1795 
as the birth of the child. 

Thirdly, the verse quoted in Mackay's 
article is taken from 'A Poet's Welcome To 
His Love-Begotton Daughter' and this was 
definitely written to 'Dear Bought Bess' born 
to Elizabeth Paton in May 1785, and 
according to the poet's own words, was 'The 
first instance that entitled him to the 
venerable appellation of Father'. 

Fourthly, although he states that 'Dear 
Bought Bess' died in January 1817 at the age 
of 32, this directly contradicts his birth date 
of May 1795, as the two dates covera span of 
only 22 years, not 32 years. 

It would appear that there has been a 
lamentable mix-up by the author of this 
article, between 'Dear Bought Bess' and the 
child born to Anne Park who was the niece of 
the owner of the Globe Tavern in Dumfries. 
This child, Elizabeth Park or Bums, was the 
infant brought up by Jean Armour as one of 
her own family. 

Yours sincerely, 
BILL HILTON, 

31 The Braes, 
Saltcoats. 

Burns and Heraldry 

DEAR SIR, 
I cannot but feel that in your issue for 

1980, Mr. James T. Tomlinson is being more 
than a little harsh when dealing with Burns 
and his interest in heraldry. The very title, 
Burns's Bogus Armorial Bearings, is 
loaded. Mr. Tomlinson will agree fully that 
Robert Burns had a detailed knowledge in 
heraldry; he may accept that, had Burns not 
died, he would have taken further steps to 
have the arms matriculated. 

Be that as it may, I have in my possession 
a letter from Malcolm R Innes, Keeper of 
the Records and the Lyon Clerk, in which he 
writes: '(That) it was noted in the Lyon 
Register that a certain device was used by the 
poet ... a shield with the holly bush, brook 
and horn.' In the same letter he suggests 
that: 'The ideal course would be for a 
descendant of the poet, if such exists, now to 
petition for these armorial bearings to be 
established "for and in memory" of the poet.' 

However, in a letter from Mr. I. R. Guild, 
Procurator Fiscal to the Lyon Court, writes: 
'I have no experience of a similar application 
(i.e. 'for and in memory' of the poet) but I see 
no reason why an approach should not be 
made to his direct descendants to suggest that 
they might petition in this form.' 

In a later letter, the Lyon Clerk wrote me 
that 'In the meantime I am instructing the 
Herald Painter to prepare a coloured 
drawing of the device.' 

Until a few years ago, few members of the 
Burns Federation were aware of Bi.;rns 
heraldic interests and even today none 
claims that Burns ever attempted to register 
or matriculate the device or arms. We are 
equally sure that the amorial bearings 
matriculated later by James Burnes included 
the device created by his illustrious forebear. 

In the circumstances, 'bogus' is rather a 
strong word but let me assure Mr. Tomlinson 
that the time is nigh when the Burns 
Federation will initiate proceedings to take 
his advice and that of the Lyon Clerk for 
amorial bearings to be established 'for and in 
memory' of the poet. 

Yours sincerely, FARQUHAR MACKENZIE, 
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Sam Gaw cutting the tartan tape to mark tne opening of the new Burns Museum at Ellisland. 

Burns the Farmer Goes on Show 

ROBERT BURNS'S life as a farmer is illustrated in a new display which opened on 25th 
October 1979, at Ellisland Fann, near Dumfries. The display was opened by 

Cunninghame Councillor Sam Gaw, President of the Bums Federation and a member of the 
Burns Country Development Committee. 

The farm's original granary has been converted by the Ellis land Trustees in co-sponsorship 
with the Scottish Tourist Board to house the display, which illustrates the seasonal round of 
farming in the late 18th century. A figure of the bard in period clothes presides over a plough 
and many other farming implements and equipment of the type that Burns would have used 
when he farmed Ellisland from 1788-1791. The project is the result of joint co-operation 
between the Trustees, the Scottish Tourist Board, the National Museum of Antiquities and 
the National Building Agency. 
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Mr. Sam Gaw said that the hovel that Bums first lived in here was typical of the farm 
steadings of Scotland. The buildings he built and designed, and the improvements in 
drainage he introduced here were to stand, as a model for the next 130 years. 'What we see 
here today gives the lie to those who would have it that Robert Bums was a poor and useless 
farmer, more given to rhyme than to reap' he said. 'This is the culmination of Bums's 
knowledge of modem husbandry and his role as innovator' he added. 

The Ellisland display is a new milestone in the Bums Heritage Trail which covers the three 
areas where the poet lived in Alloway, Mauchline and Dumfries. Made up of more than 40 
sites and museums, the trail has been developed by the Scottish Tourist Board together with 
local authorities and other interested bodies to present the poet and the story of rural life in 
18th century Scotland. The projects of the trail have been undertaken by a number of 
organisations and individuals including local authorities, the National Trust for Scotland and 
private property owners and landowners. 

Grants from the Scottish Tourist Board have made possible improvements to heritage sites 
and the setting up of new displays and exhibitions illustrating Robert Bums's life and work. 

A life-size figure of Robert Burns as a farmer at Ellisland, being admired by Mr. Hutchison Sneddon 
(Chairman of the Burns Country Development Committee), Mrs. Jean Stevenson (Curator) and 
Councillor Sam Gaw (President of the Burns Federation). 
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Robert Burns: Song's Immortal Flower 

Even then, a wish (/ mind its power), 
A wish that to my latest hour 

Shall strongly heave my breast
That I. for poor auld Scotland's sake, 
Some ustifU' plan or beuk could make, 

Or sing a sang at least. 
The rough burr-thistle, spreading wide 

Among the bearded bear, 
I turn 'd the weeder-clips aside 

And spared the symbol dear . .. 
-Robert Bums, 

from Epistle to the Gude-wife of Wauchope. 

by 
Johnstone G. Patrick 

i 
I' an ill oor 
For bien an' puir, 

Whaur thon wast win's whusstle 
An' steir wir Ayrshire stour; 

Whan syle wis soor 
An' hairsts unshuir, 
Ae day sae dour 
An' insecure, 

Frae ae rouch burr-thrusstle 
Sprang sang's immortal flooer, 

Like heather on 
A hielan muir. 

ii 
By an auld byre 
Muckit wi' mire, 

Tae wir yin~ pleughman cam 
The spark o Nature's fire; 

Than, wi'oot lyre, 
Wuld wi' desire 
That wudnae tire. 
An" hert afire, 

He sang sangs, sir an' ma· am. 
Whilk sweeten an' inspire, 

For ivver-mair, 
Scotia"s choir. 

iii 
As lang as you, 
Aa Men, pursue, 

Ayont thon seas and stars. 
Yon wye you'll nivver rue. 
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Gentile an' Jew. 
Monie an· few. 

Wull gie guid due 
Wi' sic ado, 

Wi' bagpipes, or guitars, 
Tae wan wha san~ sae true, 

Whilk 88 0 US, 

I' have, sing noo! 

B. Howat, President of Sunderland Burns Club, 
laying the wreath on the bust of Burns in the 
Sunderland Museum and Library. 

Courtesy of The Sunderland Echo 



SEX EQUALITY 
Epistle to Rab, from a Lass. 

Oh Rab, Oh Rab, what will ye dae, 
Wi' changes that ha'e come oor way 
Affecting work, an' likewise play, 

Tho' in your case 
The best-laid schemes micht gang agley, 

Will you Jose face? 

The Law has now, wi' unco' clarity, 
And sadly-lacking simple charity, 
As well as showing near insanity, 

Somehow decreed 
That lads and lasses ha'e got parity 

In word an' deed. 

It's no' so bad for likes o' me, 
But my he'rt bleeds for ane like thee. 
Whaur will you cast your gleamin' e'e? 

llka direction 
There's prospect drear for you to see 

'Stead o' detection. 

Commissions mak' us baith the same, 
At least that's what our rulers claim. 
If so-it's their undyin' sequel. 

Will be the sequel. 
For what will kindle passion's flame 

If we're baith equal? 

Law-makers' tho' can be confused. 
Their powers micht ha'e them a' bemused. 
Is love's position now confused 

By this new fashion? 
Initiatives-are they refused? 

An' likewise passion? 

Wi' power our rulers ha'e been blest, 
They try to use it for the best. 
But now they seem o' sense bereft. 

0, what a shame 
That they now think-both right an' left

That we're THE SAME. 

The whole affair's a wee bit sad. 
Let's hope that it's some passing fad. 
So let's forget it, just be glad, 

And no' be stupid. 
For, when YOU'RE wi' a lass, my lad, 

Well-wha needs Cupid? 

Poet's Reply to Epistle from a Lass. 

0 lass, my gratitude you earn 
For showing me such deep concern 
About the way I micht be farin' 

In makin' lo'e. 
But-lad or laddie, man or baim

I'M no like YOU. 

There's those wha think the law's an ass. 
But some folk's job is rules tae pass, 
Wi' words wad grace a science class-

Meticulous. 
Tho' wi' THIS law they've made a hash. 

Ridiculous. 

In Parliament it micht apply, 
An' in a noble hoose, forbye, 
Inducin' in folk morals high 

Tae be observed. 
But kept gin comin' thro' the rye? 

Ohl How absurd. 

Aft times when basic nature clashes 
Like when frae out the common masses1 
Ane sunny day when lads meet lasses 

Far frae the city. 
If they stay equal 'mang the rashes 

Then, mair's the pity. 

If you astray I'm bent on leadin', 
Are regulations what I'm needin'? 
And are new laws what I'll be heedin' 

'Neath summer sky? 
I'm sure to hark tae all their pleadin' 

An' pigs might fly! 

Can I react wi' cheer or jollity 
Wi' folk insisting on Equality'. 
To say we're equal is frivolity 

Or worse-ulterior. 
Compared tae MINE, YOUR every quality 

Is far superior. 

Although the idea is amusin'. 
Tae ha'e us equal's NO' my choosin', 
But, rest assured you'll ne'er be losin' 

YOUR sex equality. 
O'er ane thing I'll ne'er stop enthusin' 

Your SEXY QUALITY! 

ROY SOLOMON 
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THE YEAR OF THE SCOT~ 1981 

THE International Gathering Trust will in 
1981 organise a year-round number of 

functions typifying the Year of the Scot 
Apart from Clan Gatherings, Ceilidhs, 
Fiddlers' Rallies, Sporting Events and a 
Military Tattoo, the Burns Federation will 
participate. 

In fact, the opening event of The Year of 
the Scot, 1981, will be an International 
Burns Supper organised by the Federation 
and held on Saturday, 24th January, in the 
magnificent Banquet Hall of Glasgow 
District Council. Principal speakers will 
include Lord Birsay, the Earl of Eglinton, 

and the Rev. John Weir Cook. Other top 
class speakers and artistes are being 
contacted in order that this Burns Supper will 
surpass even the Bi-centenary occasion in 
Kilmarnock in 1959. 

Accommodation will be limited in the 
Banquet Hall and early notice is given to 
Burns Clubs in order that they might enjoy a 
priority in reserving tickets. Further details 
can be had, and ticket reservations made by 
letter to the Hon. Secretary of the Burns 
Federation, Dick Institute, Kilmarnock, 
KAI 3BU. 



Robert Bums Day in Maryland, U.S.A. 

TO THE astonishment of both houses of the State Legislature and visitors alike; and 
without question, for the first time since well before the American Revolution, the 

Governor of the State of Maryland was piped down the long winding ceremonial staircase 
from his executive offices. This event marked the beginning of an extended period of 
celebration of Burns' Birthday by the Robert Burns Society of Annapolis, Ltd. 

It was also without doubt, the first time in history that the strains of the State Song, 
'Maryland, My Maryland', which is based on the old German Christmas tune 'O 
Tannenbaum', were heard played in grand highland style on the bagpipes. These honours 
were performed by the Society's own ceremonial piper, Mr. William Page. 

Standing on the steps of the great east portico of the historic old Maryland State house, built 
in 1697 and the oldest public building still in continuous use in the United States, Governor 
Harry Hughes proclaimed that 25th January was Robert Burns and Scottish Heritage Day 
throughout the sovereign State of Maryland. This was a first for the State and perhaps for the 
entire country. 

A crowd of some 150 Society members, local residents, the press and government 
employees watched as James D. McPherson, President of the Society, accepted the 
proclamation on behalf of the Scottish community in Maryland. Also in attendance was the 
Robert Perry High School pipe band, which entertained the crowd and provided a true 
highland flavour to the proceedings, members of the St Andrews Society of Baltimore, the 
Celtic Society of Southern Maryland and the President and Vice President of the Clan 
Buchanan Society. 
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In his remarks following the presentation, President McPherson recited several verses from 
'A Man's a Man for a' That', pointing out that things haven't changed much, at least not on the 
political scene since Bums time. 

Following the ceremony, there was a parade heading downtown, passing the Annapolis 
City Harbour to the Fleet Reserve Club for refreshments and a modest Ceilidh. The day 
ended in a grand Ceilidh at Maudes Saloon where the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Mr. Allan Booth, a director of the Society. 

The Robert Bums Society is already planning for next year, preparing a resolution for the 
State Legislature to make 25th January a permanent holiday on the State calendar. 

St. Giles-Robert Burns Memorial 

JN THE YEAR 1885 there was unveiled in the Poet's Corner of Westminster Abbey a bust 
of Robert Bums-immediately to the right of that of William Shakespeare. No such 

memorial to Bums has been erected in a Scottish church. 
Talks are now taking place between the Management of St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh, 

and the Burns Federation to rectify this omission. After preliminary discussions, instituted 
by members of the Edinburgh District Association of Burns Clubs, a Joint Committee of the 
Cathedral and the Federation has been formed. Initial plans go far beyond the dreams of any 
Bumsian in that the Cathedral has suggested not just a plaque to Bums but a large stained glass 
window over the West-the principal-Entrance to the Cathedral. The Bums Federation 
are overjoyed at this and work is already in hand to organise an international competition for 
the glass work. Without doubt, this will be costly but never has the Federation had such an 
opportunity to mark the name of Robert Bums. An Appeal Committee will soon be formed 
and the initial target will be £25,000. If members gasp at this total, let us recall that our late 
Secretary-Treasurer, Tom Dalgleish, quickly raised over £10,000 for the Bums Mauchline 
Museum in the late 1960s. With inflation, the sum of £25 ,OOO is a lesser figure. It had been 
hoped that this final memorial to Burns would have been the highlight of the Edinburgh 
Conference in 1987 but, if we wait until then to erect the glass, the cost could rise to nearly 
£70,000. We shall start collecting as soon as possible-in fact the first cheque was received 
in April-£50.00 as part of the profits from the Canadian Conference Reunion profits. 

It is to be hoped that all Burns Clubs will do their best to support this venture. Apart from 
their annual subscriptions, there have been only two small requests made to clubs-that of 50 
pence per head towards marking Tom Dalgelish's retirement and, only recently, towards the 
Bums Garden at Dean Castle. 

Imagine, one single concen, dance, ceilidh per club would make it unnecessary to go 
begging to outside sources. If our 350 member clubs averaged £75.00 each, the memorial 
could be staned almost immediately ... but that is an average. A big target for the small clubs 
but really pin-money for some of the larger and richer clubs. Could the member clubs rise to 
this momentous occasion? Start now and let us show the world what we think of Robert 
Burns. If clubs wish to stan before the Appeal, just send on contributions to the Hon. 
Secretary at the Dick Institute, Kilmarnock. Nothing would please him more and he might 
even be seen to smile at the Leicester Conference. 
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A QUOTE FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Howard Fraser, Chairman of Stanley Gibbons International, and the Hon. Hugh Fraser, M.P. at a 
reception in the Savoy Hotel, London, following the opening of the new Rare Stamps Department. 

S COTS HA VE PLAYED a major role in 
philately and there are many who would 

argue that James Chalmers of Dundee, and 
not Rowland Hill, dreamed up the idea of 
those bits of coloured paper that adorn our 
mail. The world's largest stamp dealers, 
Stanley Gibbons International, have a Scot 
as their Chairman and their nearest rivals, 
Scott's of New York, were founded by a 
Scottish migrant with the splendid name of J. 
Walter Scott. It was a Scot-Sir John 
Wilson-who was the youngest President of 
the Royal Philatelic Society and for many 
years Keeper of the Royal Collection, and 
another Scot-the late Bertram MacGowan 
of Dumfries-who formed the finest 
collection of British stamps in his day and 
whose book is still the standard work on the 
Penny Black. 

But what has this to do with Burns? Not a 

lot, I confess, but I mention all this as a 
preamble to a brief account of the 
inauguration of Stanley Gibbons' new Rare 
Stamps Department, the largest stamp 
centre in the world, on 8th November 1979, 
by Sir William Barlow, then Chairman of the 
Post Office. He was upstaged, however, at 
the Savoy luncheon afterwards by the other 
principal speaker, the Rt. Hon. Hugh Fraser, 
M.P., a lifelong stamp-collector as well as 
being a fellow clansman of the Gibbons 
Chairman Howard Fraser. He rounded off 
his speech by quoting the lines from A Man's 
a Man for a' that: 

The rank is but the guinea's stamp 
The Man's the gowd for a' that! 

and proved yet again that Burns can always 
have the last word in any situation. 

J. A. M. 
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A Personal Reminiscence of Jean Armour 
Bums Brown 

by Irving Miller (Past President, Dumfries Bums Club) 

JEAN ARMOUR BURNS BROWN was a direct descendant of the Poet His son, Robert 
Bums Jr., married Ann Sherwood in 1808 and they had one daughter, Eliza, who died in 

1878. She was taken to India by her uncle, Colonel James Glencaim Bums, and there met 
and married Dr. Everett of the Indian Medical Service. There was one daughter of this 
marriage, Martha, who married Matthew Thomson of Martinstown, Killinwick, Co. 
Wexford, Ireland, manager of the Everett estate. That particular line died out as they had no 
children. By his second wife, Emma Bland, Robert Bums Junior had a son, Robert III and a 
daughter, Jane Emma. Robert III married Mary Campbell and they had a son, Robert IV 
who died in Edinburgh in 1895. Jane Emma married Thomas Brown of Dumfries and they 
had one daughter, Jean Armour Burns Brown. She was born in 1864 and died, unmarried, in 
Dumfries in 1937. 

To have known and talked to a descendant ofour National Bard is an honour of which I and 
a few of my contemporaries in Dumfries are justly proud. I remember the great-great-grand
daughter of the Poet as a rather stout old lady, a floral hat placed squarely on her head. She 
wore a long dust coat, always carried a tall umbrella and was invariably gloved as became an 
Edwardian lady. 

In her manner she was gentle and kind, with a soft voice, ready smile and benign nature. 
She had a sweet singing voice, no doubt inherited from her great-great-grandmother, 'Bonnie 
Jean'. Many years ago the Dumfries Guild of Players gave a distinguished performance of 
the fine Scotland of Robert Burns by the late W. G. Shirley. Miss Bums Brown played the 
part of the Cottar's wife in the mime of the 'Cottar's Saturday Night'. Dressed in the costume 
of the period, she really looked just like Bonnie Jean must have done, and gave a serene 
performance. It is a great pity that Bumsians do not make greater use of these fine settings of 
the poems, songs and scenes from the time of Burns. 

Her parents were custodians of Burns House and when they died she moved to a flat in the 
High Street Her sitting-room was crowded with souvenirs from many friends. She used to 
sit at a lovely old square mahogany piano and sing the songs of Bums to her own 
accompaniment. A member of Greyfriars Church, she sang in the choir all her adult life. Of 
a Sunday she sailed serenely down the aisle to 'Miss Burns Brown's seat' reserved in the choir. 

It was, however, her uncanny likeness to the Poet himself that earned her her small fame. 
She had his dark complexion, his features and his great dark luminous eyes. She posed for a 
replica of the Naismith portrait, which was subsequently published by Dinwiddie's of 
Dumfries as a postcard: Looking at this, it is hard to believe that this was not Bums himself, 
but his descendant 

She was a kenspeckle figure about the town. Affectionately known as 'Jeannie Burns 
Broon', she was greatly revered during her life and sadly moumedatherdeath in 1937. Buried 
beside her parents in St. Mary's churchyard, her tombstone bears the words of her illustrious 
ancestor: 
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Thou whom chance may hither lead 
Be thou clad in russet weed, 
Be thou decked in silken stole, 
Grave these maxims on thy soul. 
Life is but a day at most: 

Sprung from Night-in Darkness lost; 
Hope not sunshine every hour, 
Fear not clouds will ever lour, 
Stranger, go! Heaven be thy guide! 
Quod the beadsman of Nithside. 



Jean Armour Burns Brown fright) with her The 'Immortal Memory' at the Tam o' 
mother, at the door of Burns House, c. 1900. Shanter Club Coventry was proposed by a 

< 

/,, 

weary Jock Thomson, just landed from 
Annapolis. The evening gathered pace but the 
licence expired at 12.30 a.m. Present were the 
Lord Mayor, two former Lord Mayors and 
the police officer in charge of the local Fraud 
Squad. Between them they managed to 
arrange a drinks extension in three minutes 
flat-surely a world record! If the 
distinguished signature of the Lord Mayor 
appears somewhat blurred this is merely a 
reflection on the lavishness of Coventry 
hospitality. 
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- A 
Derby Scottisn Association ana Burns Club 
A galaxy of Past Presidents with R. A. Grant, the current President (front row right) at the 1980 Burns 
Dinner. 
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Sam Gaw presenting 
Mrs. Dalgleish with the 
First Prize in the 200 
Club Draw at the 
Canada Reunion. 



CANADIAN CONFERENCE REUNION 

At the Canada Reunion: John Inglis, Abe Train, Tom Mcilwraith and George Anderson, recgrding a 
message for Dr. Jim Connor. 

S UCH was the success of the 1979 
Conference in London, Ontario, that, at 

the November meeting of the Executive, 
Messrs. Anderson, Inglis, Mcilwraith and 
Train decided to organise a Canadian 
Conference Reunion. No such attempt had 
ever been made before in our long history of 
conferences but the organisers went ahead 
and booked the Community Centre in 
Wishaw for Saturday, 29th March. 
However, the demand for tickets was so high 
that a quick switch had to be made to 
Allanton. Some 1 7 5 delegates flew out to 
Toronto on our special flight; nearer 200 
attended the Reunion. The difference in 
numbers is made up from members who had 
been unable to attend the Conference, some 

who had to cancel going, and others who 
were merely inspired by the many stories still 
being told of Canadian capers. 

The Reunion was an outstanding success 
with films of the Conference and holiday; 
dancing, singing and recitations. The only 
pity is that Danny Hunter wasn't there to 
celebrate it in rhyme. Immediate Past
President Albert Finlayson must have been a 
proud man to meet with his bairns again. 
My last thought is just how could the 
organisers of this happy occasion, despite 
raging inflation, lay on a feast offive courses, 
plus a dance band for the meagre sum of 
£4.00 per head? Maybe we have a new 
Finance Committee in the making. 
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THE UNITED STATES, 1980 
J. F. W. Thomson 

Q NE must give credit to our member clubs 
on the other side of the Atlantic-a 

bunch of them get together, form a Burns 
Club, apply for membership of the Bums 
Federation, then organise an Anniversary 
Dinner on a gigantic scale. Edmonton, 
No.571 on the roll, is one such club; Calgary, 
No.946, as would be expected, went one 
better than its 'rival' in Alberta-with only 
nine members it reserved 200 places in the 
Calgary Inn for their first Bums Supper. 

At the Annual General Meeting of the 
Federation in London, Ontario, the 
Honorary Secretary gave notice that he 
would be resigning office when he retired 
from his professional duties. In the 
meantime, it is his intention to get a balance 
between the visits to overseas and home
based clubs. It was no surprise, then, that he 
quickly accepted the invitation to attend the 
Anniversary Banquet of the San Diego 
Robert Burns Club, No.941. Although at 
the Conference he had made himself 
available to visit other American Clubs, the 
only taker was the Robert Bums Society of 
Annapolis, No.986. 

His wife, safely booked to fly to South 
Africa (the answer, everyone knows, to the 
prayers of Jim MacPherson, that stalwart 
from Annapolis), the Secretary took off and 
rested a few days in Boston, knowing well 
what lay ahead. Not quite, for when his 
plane landed at San Diego, he managed to 
escape the watchful eye of Robert Sproat 
who, as the only local member able to 
recognise the visitor, was standing poised 
like a retriever. Recognising a Burns tie, 
Thomson introduced himself to Tom 
McDowall, Club President, who to the 
horror of his guests gave a signal to a hidden 
and enthusiastic pipe band. As the drums 
and pipes struck up, the whole airport 
seemed to converge upon and, to their 
applause, the guest quietly wished for a 
ruddy big hole to open up and swallow him. 
More was to follow for there, standing in an 
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especially reserved parking place, was a fleet 
of gleaming Rolls Royce cars to whip the 
entourage to the home of Tom Cunningham. 

The weather was absolutely balmy and, 
after the generous welcome, Thomson went 
for a walk along the golden shore to spot the 
annual parade of mate-bound whales. The 
evening started with a Club meeting in the 
delightful Dickensian pub which is the 
'howff' of the San Diego members-and 
where the visitor lectured on the Portraits of 
Robert Burns. Saturday dawned dark and 
gloomy and a proposed flight over the area 
had to be cancelled; a sail in the spacious 
harbour was more than ample compensation 
but if the host, Archie, ever returns to 
Scotland, we shall need to iron out that 
dreadful Irish accent he has adopted from his 
workers. 

The delightful thing about Bums suppers 
is that none of them ever goes right and 
nobody seems to bother. San Diego was no 
exception but the Lord Provost of Edinburgh 
battled manfully in his toast to The Lasses as 
the second course was belatedly put on the 
table. But it was a most receptive audience 
which really enjoyed the speaking, the music, 
and the Highland dancing of both young and 
old. The piping and drumming was superb 
and, if Scottish clubs are seeking for a new 
idea-here it is. The blood just rushes to the 
head during the drumming, group and solo 
alike. 

The sun having disappeared on Friday, it 
snowed as we went up the mountains to the 
Mexican border on the Sunday. So much 
for sunny California ... but weather cannot 
erase the memories of the hard work put in by 
Club Secretary, James Marshall, Jim 
Naismith, and the total membership of the 
Club. It was typical of the San Diego Club 
that, shortly after the return of the Federation 
Secretary to Kilmmock, a cheque for 300 
dollars was donated to the Overseas Fund of 
the Federation to mark the 'honour' of the 
visit. 



The flight to Annapolis, via Chicago and 
Baltimore, allowed some respite from the 
overwhelming hospitality but there was Jim 
MacPherson at Baltimore with a reserved 
room with, standing ready, two drams and 
two beers-chilled and served to the second 
and to perfection. Things now began to 
blur-a small but inspired reception; a 
rushed visit to Virginia to whip up 
enthusiasm and membership there; a 
dignified and respectable tour of the U.S. 
Naval Academy under the tutelage of 
Professor John Boatman; same downtown 
pub crawls to obtain local colour and flavour 
of the watermen of Chesapeake; AuntPolly's 
comforting and admonitions in perfect 
proportions. Another enjoyable Bums 
Supper with, yet again, superb junior and 
adult dancing and the exhilarating piping and 
drumming. More local colour with a 
'bamey' with some all-American boys who 
later wanted to know if anything was worn 
under the kilt. Back home, we claim that 
there is nothing worn under the kilt, 
everything being in perfect working order. 
In America, the answer is a perfect uppercut 
followed by a belt-up which left Thomson 
wishing he was forty years younger. 

But, hand it to these young clubs. They 
have plenty of life, drive and faith. I can 
only hope by the time this is printed in 
the Chronicle that Annapolis have 
forwarded photographs of their two newly 
acquired parchments-one from the Mayor 
of the City proclaiming January 25th each 
year as Scottish Heritage Day; and the other 
under the arms of the Governor of Maryland 
similarly declaring for all time January 25th 
to be Robert Bums-Scottish Heritage Day. 
That old friend of the Federation, youthful, 
smiling Alan Booth must have been relieved 
to deposit the Federation Secretary at the 
home of Judge Clayton Carter, an old war
•ime friend of Jock Thomson. But, on the 
Eastern Shore of the Bay and away from 
Bumsians, the hospitality was just as lavish 
and it was indeed a tired and 'wabbit' 
Federation Secretary who took off from New 
York, arrive in Prestwick at 07. l 0 hours, get 
a quick wash and change and speed down to 

Coventry where, at the unreasonable hour of 
1830 hours, he was due to deliver yet another 
'Immortal Memory'. 

Maybe Canada has started all this travel 
and direct contact but nothing but good can 
come from it. The pioneers of the 
Federation never had the opportunity to 
meet the original members of the Winnipeg 
or Saint Louis Burns Clubs. We must 
continue such direct contact and endeavour 
to extend our membership in Canada and the 
United States. A beginning was made under 
Tom Dalgleish, continued by ·Dan 
Mclldowie, and now extended by the present 
Hon. Secretary. We can learn from the 
vitality and drive of these overseas clubs to 
the benefit of the Federation. 

Now for a quiet time in 1981 and a quiet 
prayer that the succeeding Honorary 
Secretary will be tireless, bright-eyed, 
bushy-tailed and have the constitution of an 
ox. 

A Greeting
Harken Whyles 

Harken, my brither Scots! Tak' tent 
This nicht o' Robin! Whyles 
Lilt, sae licht, Selkirk Grace; 
Whyles, canty, croodle rhymes 
That sprang the muckle miles 
'Twixt me an' thee in faur-aff climes. 

Whyles, in mem'ry's e'e, the gloamin' 
Drifts doon upon the yaird, 
As kye clatter thro' the byre; 
Whyles, in hamesick mood, pine 
Ye exiles, dree yer weird-
F orgetna days o' auld lang syne. 

Whyles rant the Bruce's Battle Sang, 
As Freedom's sword ye draw, 
In dreams, wi' Scotland's King, 
'Gainst the threat o' slavery, 
Aroon' yon borestane braw, 
Whaur flaffd the Lion Rampant free. 

Hark, ye skeich chiels frae fremmit Ian's 
Ower a' the war!' wide, 
Wha' s cauf-yintra scrievers 
Hecht their stents, mensefullie, 
As Scots tell-owre wi' pride-
Rab, wi' sang and verse, bears the gree! 

T.G.H 
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Bums Club Competition a resounding Success 

~ MARCH 1980 the Bowhill People's 
Bums Club sponsored a Bums Festival of 

Verse and Song at the Lochgelly Centre, 
Fife. Highlight of the festival was the 
competition for children of the Lochgelly 
district and they were honoured by a visit 
from Mr. Sam Gaw, President of the Bums 

Federation and two other membes of the 
Federation Executive, Mr. Tom Mcilwraith, 
Edinburgh area representative and a member 
of the schools competition committee, and 
Mr. Abe Train, Past President of the 
Federation. Mr. Mcilwraith officiated as 
adjudicator in the recitation section. 

Courtesy of Dunfermline Press 

Pictured along with the prize-winners are three members of the Burns Federation: Abe Train (Past 
President), Sam Gaw (President) and Tom Mcllwraith (Edinburgh area representative). 
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The judge in the song section was Mr. R. 
Calder, from Dysart, a fonner BBC musical 
producer who has judged many choral 
festivals throughout Scotland. The 
accompanist for the singing was Miss C. 
Moffat of Cowdenbeath, musical director of 
Kelly Musical Association. 

The event was a resounding success, with 
an excellent turn-out, not only of competitors 
but of teachers, parents and Bumsians. The 
Bowhill Club was greatly assisted by the 
staffs of the local schools and by the 
management and staff of the Lochgelly 
Centre. 

In their comments the adjudicators said 
that the standard was very high. The 
accompanying photograph shows the 
winners. 7-10 age group-Song: I Lisa 
McDonald, 2 Evelyn Colquhoun, 3 Ailsa 
McKinley. Verse: 1 Stephen King, 2 Lynne 

Glasgow, 3 Stewart King. 10-12 age 
group-Song: 1 Heather Fleming, 2 Sharon 
King, 3 Nicola Reid. Verse: I Donna 
Whyte, 2 Yvonne Simpson, 3 Charles 
Hunter. Spscial prizes were presented to 
Ann Walker (song) and Johnston Laing 
(verse). 

At the annual children's Bums 
competition for Cardenden primary schools, 
held in St. Fothad's Church Hall, the 
following were the prize-winners: Cardenden 
Primary-Song: 1 Alan Robertson, 2 Fiona 
Simpson, 3 Lloyd Mcintosh. Verse: 
1 Jacqueline Cant, 2 Lloyd Mcintosh, 3 
Fiona Garvie. Denend Primary-Song: 1 
May Allan, 2 Helen Stevenson, 3 Jackie 
Wilson. Verse: 1 Lesley Black, 2 Grant 
Abercrombie and Bruce Forest, 3 Ian 
Henderson. A special prize was presented 
to Jamie Lawrie. 

Rotherham and District Scottish Association Burns Supper, February 1980 
Front row kneeling: K. Jones (Treasurer), G. Queen (Piper); 
Middle row: Mrs. Joyce Laing, Mrs. Alice Gabbertas (President) and Mrs. Macadam; 
Back row: Mrs. J. Jeavons (Secretary). G. Laing (President of Heanor and District Caledonian 
Society), A. Gabbertas, (J. Campbell Guest Speaker), Mrs. Campbell and John B. MacAdam 
(President of Chesterfield and District Caledonian Society). 
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Towards a New Life of Robert Bums 

FRIENDS of Robert Bums and, through 
Robert Bums, friends to one another. I 

read in the 1979 Studies in Scottish 
Literature Professor John C. Weston's 
convictions that today the poet Bums is 
'generally unread and unsung' and that 
nowadays 'there is apparently little critical 
interest in him.' Surely such a gathering as 
this would choose to differ with my fellow 
American professor! For you now before 
me have made and continue to make certain 
that Burns is very much alive and well in 
1979, in no way more vitally than by your 
dogged and generous determination to ensure 
that the Burns Chronicle will appear each 
January as it has since its first issue of 1892. 
Could any other British poet pride himself in 
such evidence of such loyalty and purpose! 

Increasingly during the past twenty years, 
my own scholarly interest in Robert Burns 
has centered upon the life. For the bi
centenary of the poet's birth in 1959, there 
could be no significant biographical advance 
like Franklin Bliss Snyder's simply because 
neither I nor anybody else had been both free 
and willing to do any-much less all-of the 
homework. Biographies, of course, did 
appear in and around 1959; what is more, 
they have continued to appear ever since as 
books like Fitzhugh's Robert Burns: The 
Man and the Poet ( 1970), Daiches' Robert 
Burns and His World ( 1971 ), and Douglas' 
Robert Burns: A Life ( 197 6). Yet not one of 
these volumes has widened the dimensions of 
Snyder's 1932 biography by-it would 
seem-a single new fact; not one of these 
volumes has chosen any but the same tired 
approach of resting its weight upon Snyder's 
broad shoulders. For the bi-centenary of the 
poet's death in 1996, however, I know there 
can be a new biography even more definitive 
than Professor Snyder's, if those like us tend 
to our P' s and Q' s during the seventeen years 
which remain before we pay tribute to that 
death in Dumfries. 
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by Robert D. Thornton 

Some of the writing is already on the wall. 
We now have, for example, Kinsley's new 
Oxford Edition of the works, a follow
through of the late Professor Dewar's 
studies. And soon we hope to be able to find 
other writing on the same wall, such as Ross 
Roy's Oxford Edition of the letters based 
upon DeLancey Ferguson's major 
achievement. Such large efforts, however, 
will not suffice. Rather readily one can 
identify additional primary areas which will 
require serious research before we can have 
that biography which I imagine. Thus we 
need somebody digging away at the materials 
which relate Burns to Freemasonry; and we 
must have somebody else to bring such 
spadework to what has become in the past 
twenty years a most important dig: the 
movement which we speak of as the Scottish 
Enlightenment. Even that is not all. As we 
raise new foundations, we must rebuild 
others which, upon close inspection, hav;:; 
been discovered to be unreliable. To 
particularise for clarity, you will understand 
that I am forced to refer to my own studies; 
and in order to break the tape within 
President Connor's twenty-five-minute mile. 
I must limit myself to only two or three 
examples. Here goes. 

If the Kinsley edition is as good as we are 
going to get before 1996, then it behooves us 
to regard it carefully, best of all I should think 
with reference to the Henley-Henderson: and 
in our reading, we might most profitably bear 
down where others have not. A case in point 
is the following: We all know that many a 
Burns song is the poet speaking of himself: 
'Of a' the airts,' 'There was a lad,' 'The 
Whistle,' etc. The very fact of Bums's 
having made a habit of such singing should 
have cautioned us long before to look for 
similar revelation in less obvious statements. 
Do you know Bums's song 'Lady Mary 
Ann?' I am sure you do. In any case, let us 
listen to it together as Jean Redpath recently 



has sung those verses for Serge Hovey's 
exhaustive endeavour, a still unpublished 
updating of James C. Dick's The Songs of 
Robert Burns (1903) to which I have 
contributed the 'Introduction'. 

So beautiful a song! Yet when we read it 
carefully without the mesmerisation of a 
lovely voice and melody, such a strange 
mixtie-maxtie! The five stanzas break into 
three distinct parts: the first part (stanzas one 
and two) based upon and borrowing literally 
from a fragment in David Herd; the second 
part (stanzas three and four) developing 
Herd's theme of 'growin' yet' from Burns's 
own limitless knowledge offolksong; and the 
third part (stanza five) where, unpredictably, 
the poet swings widely to personal intrusion. 
Small wonder Dick listed 'Lady Mary Ann' 
in his ninth category 'Miscellaneous'! 

What might the genesis of this song have 
been? The time of composition-I am 
convinced-was May 1791. The place was 
Ellisland, where Burns was farming and 
living in the homestead with his wife Jean, his 
son Robert almost five years old, his son 
Francis Wallace almost two years old, and 
his infant son William Nicol one month old. 
Three sons, three bonny boys for playin' at 
the ba'. 

The last stanza of 'Lady Mary Ann', an 
autobiography ofBurns in miniature, divides 
itself equally between the poet's glimpse into 
his own past and then into his future. The 
clinical use of the personal pronoun 'we' 
governs the first half-stanza, whereas the all
intimate personal pronoun 'I' governs the 
second. Burns, like Wordsworth in 'Tintern 
Abbey' and Coleridge in 'Frost at Midnight' 
after him, recognises a climatic moment for 
nostalgic retrospection and forecast. In 
May 1 791 Robert Burns was well into his 
thirty-first year with Jess than six more years 
to live. The summer of his flowering had 
truly gone by 1791, also his greenest leaves 
of happiest days. What he had to remember 
was growing up with his own three brothers 
as well as Ayrshire achievement and 
Edinburgh acclaim. What he had to 
anticipate from vague premonition was 
decline, dissipation, and death. For his 
three sons, there might be better days as they 

would have advantages he had not. For 
Scotland, too, there would be better days 
because already the country was stirring with 
trees of liberty in a wonderful change. But 
for himself what? Within the conditional 'I 
trust' of Jean Redpath's singing, I hear one of 
the poet's two favourite quotations, that from 
James Thomson's Alfred: A Masque, 

The triumph of the truly great 
Is never, never to despair! 

Bums acknowledged to Dr. John Moore 
that in his infant and boyish days he owed 
much to an old maid of his mother who had 
the largest collection in the country of tales 
and songs. 'Lady Mary Ann' is both tale 
and song. The infant William Nicol could 
have been the first to hear his father sing this 
tale and song as a birthday present from 
parent to child: a beforetime Siegfried Idyll. 
The baby boy would have looked up to the 
voice but not to the genius-yet. Obviously, 
I believe that much can still be learnt from the 
songs of Robert Burns, both fact and 
educated conjecture for a biography-to-be. 

How, otherwise, might we be at work? 
My own answer has been to search for new 
facts not by bearing down directly upon 
Burns himself, but by beginning obliquely 
with those about him. So we now have a 
realistic biography of Dr. James Currie 
which in its writing uncovered such new facts 
about Bums himself as have made David 
Daiches wish to revise his own biography of 
the poet. I came to do my life of Currie 
simply because, in my attempt to give the 
history of his 1800 edition, I consistently 
found that everybody before me had a view of 
Currie wholly inconsistent with what I was 
finding to be true. In other words, I couldn't 
present the facts of the doctor's edition 
without replacing the fictions of what had 
erroneously become the accepted view of his 
life and character. As Jong as the truth of 
Currie's life remained unsought, 
disregarded, disguised, or denied, so Jong 
might his biography of Robert Burns remain 
discredited. The charges were many: that 
Currie had no personal knowledge of the 
poet; that he had to proceed by hearsay; that 
the whole of his biographical information 
was ostensibly derived from John Syme and 
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Gilbert Bums; that he was a writer on 
exploded medical theories; that he was 
incompetent arid inept; that he was wholly 
without editorial experience; that he was the 
least fitted of all men to write about Bums. 
In every case, the evidence now in hand 
proves exactly the opposite. Please, let me 
illustrate by citing the two most common 
accusations against James Currie, which I 
purposely left unspecified in my listing: for 
each, first the fiction and then the incontro
vertible fact. Currie-we were told-was a 
man timidly orthodox in politics. Not at all. 
James Currie boldly fought with William 
Wilberforce for the abolition of slavery; he 
openly defended Priestley when that 
scientist's home was torched in Birmingham; 
and as 'Jasper Wilson' he wrote and 
published against the war policies ofWilliam 
Pitt at the risk of being named seditious and 
in full knowledge that, having come under the 
surveillance of government agents, he might 
have to flee Britain to find political refuge in 
America. 

Fiction Number One, of course, was that 
Dr. James Currie was' a total abstainer in an 
age when teetotalism was almost unknown.' 
In Liverpool I brought to light that journal 
which Currie kept to describe his escape 
from Virginia at the opening of the War for 
Independence, the American Revolution. 
Aboard Captain Bryson's sloop, he and 
Bryson were invited at 11.00 a.m. on the 
morning of Monday, 21 st October 177 6, to 
row over to the privateer 'Independent' and 
take refreshment with that ship's Captain 
Young, a Greenock man. Here follows 
Currie's account: 

We had a very good sea dinner under an 
awning, on the quarter deck-with 
excellent punch, tolerable Madeira, and 
very fine porter, said to be Philadelphia 
made, but equal any London I ever 
drank. 

Currie goes on to note the company's various 
political discussions on such topics as New 
York's having been taken by British troops 
and as those Scots officers serving in the 
provincial army; then he returns to the 
subject of Captain Young's hospitality: 

After some time, songs were proposed, 
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and several sung-we stayed to supper, 
and returned on board at I 0 o'clock, 
having finished among six of us 13 
bottles of Madeira, besides a large 
quantity of porter and punch-Left Capt. 
Young non Compos; and it was not 
without some difficulty, I got up the 
sloop's side-Upon the whole, our 
entertainment was very agreeable, and 
Captain Young's behaviour, hearty and 
jovial-
Tuesday, Octo(ber) 22d 1776-Waked 
by daylight with a severe headache, the 
effects of last night's intemperance
immediately bathed myself in sea water, 
which had a good effect. 

Other journal entries confirm the following 
deductions from this passage: before the age 
of twenty-one James Currie habitually 
drank; he could discern the excellent from the 
mediocre, whether beers, ales, and wines or 
spirits like rum and brandy; he drank publicly 
and privately, in company and alone; and in 
common with most of us who have mixed our 
drinks for eleven hours without letup, he 
became so 'looped' as to walk on the morning 
after with the circumspection of a draftee 
crossing his first minefield. 

Once knowing James Currie, it was 
possible to know his life and edition of Robert 
Bums. What is more, tracking down Currie 
made it possible to know more about Bums's 
relationship with the Robert Riddells, with 
Maria Riddell, with John Lewars, with 
Alexander Cunningham, with Alexander 
Young, with John Syme, with Dr. William 
Maxwell, and with many others. We still 
need, however, a solid biography of Robert 
Riddell ofGlenriddell, of Maria of Woodley 
Park, and of Stamphouse Johnie. 

My research about Currie and his 1800 
edition occupied some ten years. Before I 
had completely finished, I turned from 
professor to administrator, that is away from 
the freedom to do scholarship. During the 
next several years, while trying to keep an ear 
to the ground, I received letters about my 
book. One of these was from a Scots 
gentlewoman who, having liked what I had 
had to say about Dr. William Maxwell, 
invited me to Maxwell's ancestral home in 
Kirkcudbrightshire with the privilege of 
looking through the family papers. Such an 



invitation had never before been extended to 
a scholar of Robert Bums. Convinced that 
the approach to Bums by way of the lives of 
those who had figured most prominently in 
his story was the main avenue left to new 
facts and new perspectives, I impatiently 
awaited my release from a chairmanship so 
that I could return to Scotland to hunt 
another quarry. The opportunity came in 
1969. 

You will remember that during his fatal 
illness Robert Bums wrote Alexander 
Cunningham that the child Jean was then 
carrying would be named after him, 'if the 
right gender.' Bums died. On the Monday 
of his burial, Jean gave birth. The gender 
was right, bu the baby boy was christened 
'Maxwell,' not 'Alexander Cunningham.' 

Did Jean defy her husband's last wishes? 
Was she ignorant of those wishes? Or, 
reasonably, had both Robert and his wife, in 
those days between the return to Dumfries 
from Brow Well and the death, decided that 
there was a man to be honoured before 
Cunningham, to whom they both owed a debt 
of gratitude far beyond any they might have 
owed Cunningham? That man was the 
poet's intimate. That man was Robert's and 
Jean's personal physician. That man 
watched the father to his death on Thursday 
and then watched the mother to her delivery 
on the funeral Monday. Attending the 
exhausted mother at her bedside, he had 
caught with her the last strains of Handel's 
'Death March' as they had mingled with the 
first cries of the newborn son: Maxwell 
Bums. 

Despite the fact that everybody who has 
written about the life of Robert Bums has 
found it necessary to say something of Dr. 
William Maxwell, nothing better exists 
today than a mere footnote of Henley and 
Henderson based upon an earlier, brief 
report of William McDowall. This 
centenary editors' footnote shows clearly 
that Henley and Henderson had made some 
effort to get at Maxwell; at least, they, unlike 
the twentieth-century Oxford editor of 
Burns's poetry, give his first name correctly. 
But, just as clearly, what they give is rumour 
as well as fact, which together no more than 

hint why the bairn was baptised 'Maxwell.' 
Biographers and critics of Burns have 

never questioned that Dr. Maxwell was 
important to the poet or that, apart from 
Bums, he was a man of'somewhat singular 
character and attainments.' Yet all have 
been content, more or less, to settle for 
popular report in lieu of fact; and each has 
helped to perpetuate a bedevilment not 
different from those of James Currie and 
Robert Riddell. Once in a while a Lockhart 
has evaded the issue by using no Christian 
name; and once in a while a critic has found 
the right name, only to lose his wits amongst 
the three William Maxwells (a physician, a 
surgeon, and a nailer) and the one Mrs. 
William Maxwell listed in the current 
Dumfries directories. Less often an 
historian has candidly settled for 'William 
Maxwell was a doctor, but I can discover 
nothing of his parentage or early life.' 
Standard procedure has become continuance 
of anecdote and surmise and downright error: 
that the doctor was 'Doctor James'; that he 
pursued the study of medicine in Paris; that 
he dipped his handkerchief in the blood of 
Louis XVI; that he fell in 'La Vendee'; that 
he enlisted with Burns and Syme in the 
Dumfries Volunteers; that he killed Burns; 
that he was born Dutch or was it English or 
rather was it not German? Indubitably, as 
subject for a biography, Dr. William 
Maxwell is no sitting duck! 

Rather he is most difficult to approach. 
After all, he was born into one of Scotland's 
most illustrious Roman Catholic familes 
after the days of John Knox. Try, for 
example, to discover where a Roman 
Catholic was buried in Edinburgh yesterday 
or to penetrate the Stygian darkness of 
Edinburgh Catholic Archives today! What 
is more, one does not have a rich correspon
dence of Bums with Maxwell as with a 
George Thomson, a 'Clarinda,' or a Mrs. 
Dunlop. Why should Bums have written to 
anybody only a street or two away? There's 
not a single extant letter to John Lewars or 
Thomas White, who like Maxwell lived close 
at hand. And only one to John Syme just 
across the Nith. What seems true, more
over, is that there are all but no private papers 
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of William Maxwell today because there 
were yesterday individuals who had reasons 
upon his death to make his oblivion 
complete. 

For whatever truth might remain, I have in 
the past ten years inquired in many a place 
during three separate visits to Great Britain 
and the Continent. As facts mounted, as 
searches continued like cells dividing, I have 
learned to concur with Samuel Johnson, who 
opined while at work on his Dictionary: 

... I did not find by my first experiments, 
that what I had not of my own was easily 
to be obtained; I saw that one inquiry 
only gave occasion to another, that book 
referred to book, that to search was not 
always to find, and to find was not always 
to be informed; and that thus to pursue 
perfection was, like the first inhabitants 
of Arcadia, to chase the sun, which, when 
they reached the hill where he seemed to 
rest, was still beheld at the same distance 
from them. 

Fortunately for the biographer, understanding 
of his subject arrives before his last facts and 
must always be given without the final fact. 
Also, it is likely to arrive heralded by that 
confidence which derives from verification of 
facts gathered late of postulates based upon 
facts gathered early. 

This late summer or fall my life of Dr. 
William Maxwell will be published in 
Edinburgh by John Donald Publishers as 
William Maxwell to Robert Burns. Here 
the reader will find not only a sure and ful! 
biography of Maxwell himself, but also a 
detailed and authenticated account of the 
doctor's years with Robert Burns, as his 
friend, confidant, and physician, as well as of 
the forty years after the poet's death when the 
doctor, more faithfully than any other of the 
executors, worked to establish Burns's 
reputation and his family's solid security. 
Not surprisingly, looking for Maxwell, I 

Opposite 

came upon more of Robert Burns than you 
will find in any biography of him. For 
example, amongst the piles of deteriorating, 
red-taped packets of late eighteenth-century 
actions in the Dumfries Sheriff Clerk's 
Office, Mrs. Thornton and I found six 
documents describing a glorious night on the 
town spent by Burns in company with his 
fellow-exciseman John Lewars, defendant in 
the action. Transcripts of these documents 
-indeed, my entire book in manuscript
have been made available, before 
publication, to others as they have requested. 
So one year ago permission was given to a 
doctoral candidate in Wales whose thesis is 
to be a study of Burns's reputation in the 
early nineteenth century; and just this June 
similar permission was extended to Maurice 
Lindsay at work re-editing his Burns 
Encyclopedia. In such knowledge we all 
can take heart as our Professor Weston 
might, also. 

Robert Burns once wrote his fellow
reveller James Smith, 'There is no under
standing a man properly, without knowing 
something of his previous ideas (that is to 
say, if the man has any ideas).' The first 
purpose of my new study has remained 
during the past ten years unremittingly the 
same purpose which I had taken for my 
Currie of the previous ten years: to know well 
each key figure in Burns's life, both the man 
and his ideas, so that, thereby and thereafter, 
each one of us can know more about Robert 
Burns. In the special case of Dr. William 
Maxwell of Kirkconnell, quite another 
purpose has been to repay, at long last, an 
unpaid debt that has been accumulating 
interest for all but one hundred and fifty 
years. This debt was contracted by the 
Editor of the Dumfries Times, on 22nd 
October 1834, when he affirmed, 'Scotland 
owes Maxwell a death notice.' 

Dover and East Kent Scottish Society Burns Supper and Dance, 1980 
Piper T. Rivers, Mrs. H. McCredie, Dr. Carol Duff, Major J. Macfarlane, Mrs. D. Macfarlane 
(President), Dr. Mark A. Cave (Chairman of Dover District Council) and Mrs. Cave, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Presley. 
Macquarie Stewart Burns Club's inaugural Burns Dinner 
Left to right: G. White, Mrs. G. White. Mrs. J. Taylor, D. Taylor (proposing the 'Immortal Memory'), 
Mrs. I. Stewart (President), Mr. H. Stewart and Mrs. W. Wright. 
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Heanor Caledonian Society Silver Jubilee 

Heanor Caledonian Society's Silver Jubilee Burns Dinner and Dance. 
Left to right: Society Presidents, past and present- W . Fairley ( 1975-7), Mrs. Hay-White ( 1964-5), W. 
Clarke (1973-5), A. Ellis {1962-3), H. G. Laing (1978-80), R. S. Binnie (1957-8), Mrs. A. Ellis {1970-1 ), 
W. Muir-first president (1955-6) and J. S. Bennett (1959-60 and 1971-2). 

}T WAS a very cold and frosty Winter's 
evening when we set out to travel 'many a 

mile' to attend the Bums Dinner and Dance 
on the occasion of Heanor Caledonian 
Society's Silver Jubilee, but the wann 
friendly welcome we received on entering the 
Regency Suite, llkeston and being welcomed 
by the President Mr. G. R. Laing and Mrs. 
Laing made the journey well worth while. 

The President then welcomed all the 
Members and also the distinguished Guests 
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present These included:-
Mr. W. Muir- Founder Member and First 

President. 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Irvine-Representative of the 

Bums Federation. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Cutting- Past President 

Leicester Caledonian Society. 
Mr. & Mrs. Gabbertas-President of 

Rotherham Caledonian Society. 
Mr. W. Allan-Past President Mansfield 

Society. 



The Company, after the Selkirk Grace 
had been given by the President, then 
enjoyed a most delightful meal. The Haggis 
was received with all the Honours and 
addressed by Mr. R. S. Binnie, Chairman 
and Past President of the Society. The toast 
to H.M. Queen Elizabeth was proposed by 
the President and toasted with Highland 
Honours. 

Mrs. J. Jeavons, the Principal Speaker, 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and chose 
as her theme the Lassies associated with the 
life and times of the Bard. Her toast was 
very well received. The toast to the Lassies 
was proposed by Mr. Alex. (Sandy) Ellis, 
Past President, in his inimitable pawky 
manner, and was very ably acknowledged 
with chann by his daughter, Mrs. M. 
Edwards. The toast 'Oor Guests' was 
proposed by the President and very ably 

replied to by Mr. R. Scott, PresidentofNorth 
Lindsey Caledonian Society. 

Present also was a very welcome guest, 
Mrs. M. Gray of Mansfield, who, with her 
delightful rendering of Bums' Songs 
completed the first part of our evening. 

The Toastmaster, Sandy Ellis, soon had 
the floor cleared for dancing and soon the 
whole Company was hoochin & jiggin to 
Reels of all kinds to the music of a very good 
Band. Even those who didn't dance, or 
couldn't, were tapping their feet in time with 
the music. Unfortunately, all good things 
must end, but we wished the Society another 
25 years of Good Fellowship and Friendship 
and made our way homewards. It was 40 
miles to home but the joy of meeting friends 
and the music made the journey pass very 
quickly. 

J. A. IRVINE 

BURNS FESTIVAL" 1980 

THE Bums Festival for 1980 ran from 
Saturday 4th June until Sunday, 22nd 

June. In agreement with the other 
constituent members of the Festival 
Committee, the organising of the Festival 
went on rota within the districts concerned. 
The 1980 Festival was organised by the District 
Leisure Manager, Kilmarnock and Loudon 
District Council. 

Ayr and Kilmarnock contributed the 
opening events when the Holy Fair was held in 
Rozelle Park, Ayr, and the Symposium on 
Burns featured in the Long Gallery of Dean 
Castle, Kilmarnock. Both events were timed 
from 2 to 5 p.m. The Symposium consisted of 
such Burnsians as Albert Finlayson, Jock 
Thomson, and George McKerrow (Chairman) 
supported by the Rev. James Currie and Miss 
Claire Liddell, the brilliant pianist-composer. 

Admission to both events was free. 
An open air Church Service was held in the 

Land o' Burns Centre, Alloway at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, 15th June. As befits the Royal Burgh 
of Irvine, Highland Games featured as their 
Sabbath offering. 

The rest of the week witnessed such events 
as shows by Peter Morrison and Russell 
Hunter in Cunninghame District; Russell 
Hunter, 'Songs for Singing', and a Fiddlers 
Rally in Ayr; whilst Kilmarnock was host to 
the Concert Brass (winners of the Scottish 
Championship), a Burns Concert in Dean 
Castle, and the whole concluded with the 
Kilmarnock and Loudon Burns Day in the 
Kay Park at 2 p.m. on Sunday 22nd June. The 
bands, parade, the colour of the Masonic 
Orders and Clubs, the Burns Clubs, side
shows and music made a fitting finale. 

63 
I 
I 

t 



Bums and the Canadian Connection 
By Elizabeth Waterson University of Guelph, Ontatrio 

WE all know that in his lifetime Bums 
considered emigrating to the New 

World. Although it was to Jamaica that he 
almost took a ticket, he was certainly 
conscious of the other alternatives in 
America for a hard-pressed young man. He 
was imaginatively aware of the pangs of 
exile, and used ocean voyage as an image of 
parting, and of fidelity to 'auld 
acquaintance': 

But boundless oceans, roaring wide 
Between my love and me 

They never, never can divide 
My heart and soul from thee. 1 

Specifically, Bums had Canada in mind 
when he wrote his earliest poems; at fifteen, 
he wrote of Wolfe and Montgomery (35); 
and later he remembered, in a soldiering 
song, 'When the bloody die was cast on the 
heights of Abram.' (159) He was stirred to 
wrath by another event connected with 
Canada: 'The Address of Beelzebub' flails 
the Earl ofBreadalbane, who tried to stop the 
emigration of Highlanders to Canadian 
Glengarry, where, he says, 'Puir dunghill 
sons of dirt and mire/May to P ATRJCIAN 
RIGHTS aspire.' (204) (John A. 
Macdonald came from that part of Ontario 
fifty years later to prove him right). And in 
my own part of Ontario, near Guelph, one 
only has to drive over the river Nith, past the 
road to Ayr, to be made poignantly aware of 
how many of Bums' west countrymen had 
come to these parts. 

There were indeed connections in Bums' 
mind and life with Canada. But we can 
speak of Bums' 'Canadian connection' in 
another sense: the connection between the 
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great Scot and later Canadian poetry. 
Many early Canadian poets-most, 
indeed-wrote as they did because of Bums. 
In the United States, by 1807, there had been 
seven editions of Bums' poetry. In Canada, 
they didn't need new editions. Hardly a 
household that didn't hold a treasured old 
copy, brought from the 'old country'. So 
when Canadians came to write in those 
pioneer communities, they found themes in 
Bums, and metres in Bums, and a tone and a 
language. 

Early Canadians focused of course on 
those themes in Bums best suited to a pioneer 
country. These were not always the 
sweetest or politest themes. They thumped 
out new versions of the drinking songs 
(because a wee drap, or a not-so-wee-drap, 
was a necessity for survival in this raw 
climate). Modern Canadians still sing 
Burns' own drinking songs, at ski chalets and 
at summer cottage parties-and with no 
polite asterisks or expurgations! Today, a 
singer like 'Stompin' Tom' Connors hits the 
same note: 

The girls are playing bingo, 
And the men are gettin' stink-o, 
And there ain't no time for Inco 

On a Sudbury Saturday night! 

The strong beat, the social energy, the 
honesty, and the frankness about drinking 
are all part of the same tradition. 'Let them 
cant about Decorum who have character to 
lose.' 

On a more sober note, the Bums tradition 
is one of social protest. Mocking 
pretension, disrespectful, the early Scottish 
Canadians remembered their Burns: 'A 



-------····---- ·-·----·····---·---···---

man's a man for a' that.' 

Around the world the flame is blown 
Of fighting heroes, dead and gone; 
But we've a hero of our own-

The man who rose from nothing. 

He's a magician great and grand: 
The forests flee at his command; 
And here he says, 'Let cities stand!'-

The man who rose from nothing ... 

Here's to the land oflakes and pines, 
On which the sun of Freedom shines, 
Because we meet on all our lines 

The man who rose from nothing. (2) 

Here we have the voice of Alexander 
Mclachlan (1818-1896), in the stance of 
Burns that is most important, not only in 
Canada, but in the modem world: the stance 
of the independent man: 

My riches a's my penny-fee 
And I must guide it cannie-0 ( 36) 

A fee for those by law protected! 
Liberty's a glorious feast! 

Courts for cowards were erected, 
Churches built to please the 

priest. (168) 

McLachlan shares the irony, honest, and 
intensity of the political Bums. He redirects 
his politics, to celebrate a new Canadian: 

Our aristocracy of toil 
Have made us what you see, 

The nobles of the forge and soil, 
With ne'er a pedigree. 

It makes one feel himself a man 
His very blood leaps faster . 

Where wit or worth's preferr'd to birth 
And Jack's as good's his master. 

(207) 

McLachlan came to Canada in 1840, he 
published volumes of verse in 1845, 1846, 
1856, 1858, 1861and1874. 

He never forgot the source of his theme of 
manly independence: in 'The Cringer 
Rebuked', for instance, he scolds a man who 
took off his cap in deference to an authority, 

Are ye o' Robin Bums' s line, 
A countryman o' Knox, . 

Wi nae mair haims than you auld cairns 
Green kail or cabbage stocks? 

Gie honor to the brave and good, 
To them, and them alone; 

E'en tho' inspired by gratitude, 
Man, keep your bonnet on. ( 362-3) 

In our own day, that Burnsian note 
persists in Milton Acorn: 

If this brain's overtempered, 
consider that the fire was want 
and the hammers were fists. 
I've tasted my blood too much 
to love what I was born to. 

Milton Acorn, fighter, drinker, ex-carpenter 
from Prince Edward Island, was 'crowned' 
recently as 'the people's poet' in a tavern 
ceremony parodying the pomp of official 
awards of the Governor-General's medal for 
poetry. He writes of honest poverty. He is 
tactless, sometimes tasteless. His poetry is 
a levelling force. And this idea of poetry is 
similar to Bums' -an idea of song and 
rhythm not for an elite but as a connection 
between ordinary people, a celebration of 
that central sense of human worth and 
independence. 

Milton Acom reminds us of another major 
poetic bond: the power oflove, as celebrated 
in Burns' love songs. Acorn, the modem 
poet, is most like Bums in his vaunting 
moods. 'I shout love!' Acorn writes. Bums 
'shouted' too: 

Clear the decks! and here's the SEX! 
I love the Jads for a' that 

Earlier Canadian poets more often echoed 
the sweetness, the sprightliness, the 
gentleness of Bums. (What a curious 
combination of toughness, fury, and delicacy 
his love songs show!). 

Alexander McLachlan strikes both the 
sad, sentimental note: 

'Tis many a year since we were wed, 
And many a couch for me ye spread; 
Noo I maun mak' for thee a bed, 
They long, they last, Clamina! (384) 

But he can also be gay: 
My heart is lock'd against the lads 

'Tis little they can see o't: 
They needna try its springs to pry, 

For Johnny keeps the key o't ... 
For scorn I'm surely no to blame, 

There's nane o' them will dee o't, 
But oh! ma hert is no ma ain, 

For Johnny keeps the key o't. 
(147) 

Well, warm affection is surely another 
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Canadian necessity-Burns taught us to sing 
of love-love in a cold climate, love where 
the nights are long. 

Finally, he taught Canadian poets how to 
make verses about their responses to nature. 
Canadian nature poetry is usually not 
mystic, or dreamy, or subtle. Most of it is 
small scale: a poetry of containment. 
Canadian poets had a model for poems about 
small sights: a daisy, a mouse, a thrush, a 
little stream. Burns' range fitted the small 
scale of Canadian clearings. It was 
intimate, not grand. McLachlan and 
Roberts, Carman and Scott wrote of hazels 
and sumachs and willows, the bobolink, the 
whippoorwill. Bums helped the poets see 
these small things, and write of them. He 
had also seen 'dark, waste hills', and 'brown, 
unsightly plains.' He knew when it was 
'winter fairly': 'Cauld blaws the wind frae 
east to west', he wrote; and Canadians, 
remembering his rhythms, learned that 
poetry helps cushion life in the winter, as 
surely as it helps increase pleasure in the 
green times of spring and summer. 

Our landscape poets, from Murdock and 
Machar through Roberts and Cameron and 
Campbell in the nineteenth century, to 
Douglas Jones and Gwen MacEwen 
today-have caught the Bumsian delight in 
small and humble beauties: the pea-fields, 
the herring-weir. Here is Doug Jones on 
'Northern Water Thrush': 

Grey with his yellow, fluted breast, 
he digs and halts, a string of notes 

limned on the stillness of a void 
the stillness of the early spring 

when new suns prepare 
like new buds in the leafless air 

a pristine world, the old 
calligraphy of living things 

having been destroyed. 
I will not consider here the patriotic poems 

of Canada, though they too were modelled on 
Bums. They seem less successful than the 
nature poems, the love songs, the poems of 
independence, and the drinking songs. But 
at least our best loved patriotic song has its 
priorities straight, as far as national origins 
are concerned: 
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'The thistle, shamrock, rose entwine 
The maple leaf forever'! 

In all their poetry, most early Canadians 
built their songs as they built their houses: 
they built first on the same lines as the 
remembered cot at home. Then they built a 
second house-but they kept the first one, 
and kept it in use. You can see the older 
houses in the countryside: new structures, 
yes, but with the old ones intact. Just so, 
Canadians kept their Burns. You would 
have to brave a January storm to join in a 
Burns dinner, in order to know just how hard 
it could be to keep that loyalty burning! 

But Canadians are a clannish people. 
There is a feeling in this country of mutual 
support. There is, in short, a 'Canadian 
connection'. And I contend that at the heart 
of the Canadian sense of identity is a 
common love of Bums. Canadians now are 
predominantly of Scottish stock. But in our 
schools we all learn the Bums songs. I 
remember in depression days, sitting in 
school between Annie Kobiachuk and 
Romeo Specht, and singing 'Is there for 
honest poverty./Wha hangs his heid an' a' 
that?' We needed that Bums song then! 
For Canadian adults, the use of Bums 
continues. We needed 'ae fond kiss-and 
then we sever', as a song of parting: the song 
that brought memories of emigrant ships 
leaving the old country, and that served in 
wartime to ritualise the sailing of troop ships. 
On New Year's of course, Scots and non
Scots sing Auld Lang Syne. At bonfires, in 
summer, we sit by Laurentian lakes and sing 
'Flow gently, sweet Afton, amang thy green 
braes.' We sing these songs because they 
carry values that have worked in Canada. 
We identify with the Scottish part of our very 
mixed heritage because we here know the 
same realities that Bums gave voice to: 
energy, combativeness, downrightness. We 
love drinking, dancing, laughing, a bit of 
bawdiness, a bit of sentimentality. 
Canadians identify with Bums because his 
music strikes chords that connect us with our 
environment, and with each other. 
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Bums Federation Art Competition 

THE RESPONSE from schools to the 1980 Art Competition was extremely good. The 
entries from primary schools was double the 1979 figures, and for the first time for many 

years paintings were received from secondary schools. In the primary competition pupils 
were asked to make a painting on the subject 'My Pet' or 'My Favourite Sport', while the 
secondary pupils were invited to paint a scene from 'Tam o' Shanter' or from some Bums 
poem of their own choice. Some 1,057 entries were received from primary schools and 46 
from secondary schools. Below are printed the names of the prize-winners. 

Prize-Winners 
/st 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 
Sth 

Commended 

Prize-Winners 
I St 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 
Sth 

Commended 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

Nigel King 
Iain Clark 
Andrew Robertson 
Tracey Gillespie 
Lorraine Irvine 

Seonaidh Clark 
Martin Grant 
Nicola Reid 
N. Robertson 
Ian Sayers 

Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie 
St. Gerardine Primary School, Lossiemouth 
Bruntsfield Primary School, Edinburgh 
Lochgelly West Primary School, Lochgelly. Fife 
Hill Primary School. Blairgowrie 

Haldane Primary School, Balloch 
Oxgangs Primary School, Edinburgh 
Lochgelly West Primary School, Lochgelly, Fife 
Longniddry Primary School, East Lothian 
Dean Park Primary School, Balerno 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Alan Milne 
Nicky Smith 
Colin MacPherson 
Matthew Price 
Brian Wilson 

Gary Caldwell 
Gordon Nicholson 

Dumbarton Academy 
John Neilson High School. Ferguslie, Paisley 
Dumbarton Academy 
Dumbarton Academy 
Dumbarton Academy 

John Neilson High School. Ferguslie, Paisley 
Hunter High School. East Kilbride 

JAMES GLASS 
Hon. Secretary. Schools Competitions 
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"MAN OF THE PEOPLE" 
Sermon preached by the Rev. Alexander J. Farquhar 
At the COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE FOR THE NINETY-SECOND ANNUAL CON
FERENCE OF THE BURNS FEDERATION 
First-St. Andrew's United Free Church London, Ontario, Canada SUNDAY, AUGUST 19, 
1979 
TEXT: " ... he knew what was in man." (John 2:25) 

SOME months ago in the early stages of 
planning for this service this morning, it 

occurred to me that it might be an appropriate 
touch to pattern the order of service as 
closely as possible after the services of 
Robert Bums' day. A little research into the 
matter changed my mind. Indeed, I have 
been wondering if some of the anti-clerical 
mood of Bums might have been generated by 
his Sabbath experiences in the worship of the 
Kirk as much as by the hypocrisy and 
authoritarianism and self-righteousness 
which he discerned. You will thank me, I am 
persuaded, that I did not pursue my initial 
plan when I remind you of the Sabbath fare 
which would have been provided in Bums' 
youth. 

The first bell would ring at 10 in the 
morning. The Congregation would 
gradually assemble. Thenat 10.30, another 
bell and the Precentor would lead the Psalms 
for 15 minutes. At 10.45 the Minister 
would enter the pulpit. He would bow to the 
'Heritors' (those who had rights to the 
Church) in careful order of precedent. Then 
the Minister would nudge the Precentor to 
quit leading, and would enter into a fifteen 
minute prayer. Whereupon the men would 
remove their hats and all would stand for the 
duration of the prayer. Then would follow a 
Lecture. This consisted of reading a few 
verses of scripture with one-half hour of 
comments by the Minister. Then he would 
lead in a 5 minute prayer for illumination. 
The sermon was next and had to be 
extemporary-no notes were to be seen
and the sermon would last one hour. The 
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men, incidentally replaced their hats for the 
sermon. Then they would stand again with 
hats off for the Long Prayers of Thanksgiving 
and Intercession-twenty minutes of 
praying. Then to their seats again for I 0 
minutes of the Psalms. And then the 
benediction! Atoneo'clock! Onehadtobe 
quick, for a similar service would begin just 
one hour later, (at 2.00 p.m.) and often 
people would lunch in the pews. 

I am Scottish by derivation, so to speak, 
two generations removed from the country
side of Morayshire, in the 'Lowlands of the 
Highlands' as my grandfather characterised 
his native heath. Clearly, my speech is not 
that of Burns nor of his countryside. I 
cannot enter into his writing with that affinity 
and intimacy and understanding that was my 
grandfather's as he read his book of Bums 
now bequeathed to me. There is a barrier of 
language and I must read laboriously with 
help of a glossary so much of it. 

Yet though I cannot enter into Bums with 
such ease, that does not prevent Burns from 
entering me, even as that is true the universe 
over for human beings much further removed 
by generations and ethnic background and 
variant language. The reverberations of his 
own humanity touch deeply yours and mine 
and we are moved to laughter and tears, 
sympathy and indignation at the human 
scene. He also 'knew what was in man'. 
He was a 'Man of the People'. He had the 
genius of revealing the visible. 

John Ruskin said long ago, the greatest 
thing a human being ever does in this world is 
to see something, and tell what it saw in a 



plain way. Hundreds of people can talk for 
one who can think, but thousands can think 
for one who can see. To see clearly is 
poetry, prophecy and religion, all in one. 
That fits Robert Burns to a 'T'. He saw ... 
He saw to the heart of things and wrote of the 
essence of things. He had what Herb 
Gardner, modern playright, calls 'The Good 
Eye'. Sir Walter Scott was impressed by 
Bums' eye. He recalled an incident in his 
teen-age years when he was in Bums' 
presence ... The eye alone . . . indicated a 
poetical character and temperament. It was 
large, and of dark cast, which glowed (I say 
literally 'glowed') when he spoke with feeling 
or interest. I never saw such another eye in a 
human head, though I have seen some of the 
most distinguished men of my time. 
Thomas Carlyle puts it succinctly in his 
essay on Bums,' ... his Lynx eye discerns the 
true relations of the world and human life .. .' 

He was able to see something and tell what 
he saw in a plain, singing way using words of 
the people and words of the earth, words that 
really bring before us the realities they talk 
about-words in song that do not impinge 
upon our ears only but penetrate our beings 
far more deeply. He saw ... He saw into 
himself and into his fellows, this Peasant 
poet ... saw into rudimentary man and was 
able to make visible what he saw so that 
listeners and readers find their whole beings 
affected. 

He was a man of the people. He saw and 
wrote of family, work, love, death, 
bereavement. He was a poet of simple 
human friendship and humorous sympathy 
who celebrated the life he witnessed in the 
confines of those few miles in which he lived 
and was able to discern the universal in it all. 

Who has ever loved or been loved can 
remain unmoved and unaffirmed by the 
profound simplicity of his song? 

My love is like a red red rose 
That's newly sprung in June; 
My love is like the melody 
That's sweetly played in tune. 
As fair thou art, my bonie lass, 
So deep in love am I; 
And I will love thee still, my Dear, 
Til a' the seas gang dry. 

Till a' the seas gang dry my dear, 
And the rocks melt wi' the sun! 
And I will love thee still, my dear 
While the sands of life shall run. 

Bums saw-deeply . . . into men and 
things. 

So he was something of a prophet, as 
poets-men of vision-often are. He saw 
what is beyond the seen, beyond the visible. 
Jeremiah is an example ... and indeed the 
melancholy and the pathos we detect in 
Jeremiah is never far from the mood of 
Bums. Jeremiah, early in his life, when 
trees were still bare, came upon an almond 
tree that had burst into bloom in the 
barrenness of the scene. In this, the 
sensitive Jeremiah saw the vital, living Word 
of the Lord. His vision was not confined to 
nature but extended to the social and political 
scene. Wherever he looked he saw things 
that most people miss. He saw beyond what 
his eyes beheld. 

There was that prophet-like quality in 
Bums. It shows in his familiar poem, 'To a 
Mouse on Turning her up in her Nest with 
the Plough. 

As he watches the little mouse scamper 
out of harm's way a tenderness and pity rises 
in him which he communicates to us. 
Perhaps he was two hundred years ahead of 
us who now are so urgently aware of ecology 
as he pointed up the inter-dependent web of 
life to which all of Nature's creatures and 
creations belong. 

I'm truly sorry man's dominion 
Has broken nature's social union. 
An' justifies that ill opinion 

Which makes thee startle 
At me, thy poor earth-born companion 

An' fellow mortal. 

Prophetically, he sees beyond the visible 
and lifts that simple incident of the 
destruction of a mouse's nest as an indicator 
of the fleetingness of human existence itself 
and that man's awareness of time, past, 
present and future, marks the human being 
apart from inanimate nature and from 
animals, despite the kinship, since for them 
time has only the dimension of the present. 
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But mousie, thou art no thy lane 
In proving foresight may be vain; 
The best-laid schemes o' mice and men 

Gang aft agley, 
An' lea'e us nought but grief and pain, 

For promised joy! 
Still thou art blest, compar'd wi' me! 
The present only toucheth thee: 
But och! I backward cast my e'e 

On prospects drear! 
An' forward, though I canna see 

I guess and fear! 

He was thus a man of the people and in the 
context of a homely scene was able to 
express in the language of the people, out of 
the experience of the people, an understand
able philosophy of the human situation ... 
the common plight of men and women 
everywhere. He could see beyond the seen. 
· Ernest Buckler is one of our foremost 
Canadian writers. He is a child of the 
Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia. When I 
read his classic, The Mountain and the 
Valley, the story of a boy growing up in that 
area, I find myself saying, as his inner 
feelings get expressed, that's exactly right! 
He knows what I know! My own feelings 
are echoed in his. It is similar for me as I 
read the work of Hugh Macl..ennan for I grew 
up in the milieu in which he was raised. One 
feels ready identification. It is so with 
Bums. He grasps universal humanity and 
we find a response in our own hearts. Our 
identity is clarified and our humanity 
affirmed. He saw beyond the seen. He 
knew what was in man. 

And Bums saw through things. That is 
the mark of the Prophet, especially those of 
the Hebrew tradition. They were social 
critics. Two evils they never tired of hitting: 
oppression and injustice, and idolatry and 
false religion, with all the hypocrisy they 
foster. Jeremiah looked on his city and 
charged, run to and fro through the streets of 
Jerusalem, look and take note! Search her 
squares to see if you can find a man, one who 
does justice and seeks truth ... They have 
made their faces harder than rock: they have 
refused to repent. Isaiah also censures the 
emptiness of conventional religion: Bring no 
more vain offerings: incense is an 
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abomination to me. New moon and sabbath 
and the calling of the assemblies-I cannot 
endure iniquity and solemn assembly. Your 
new moons and your appointed feasts my 
soul hates: They have become a burden to 
me, I am weary of bearing them ... Cease to 
do evil, learn to do good: Seek justice, correct 
oppression, defend the fatherless, plead for 
the widow. 

Thus the Prophet sees through things, or 
sees what we do not want to see, those ugly 
blemishes on society. Bums shared 
something of that prophetic vision. He 
detested injustice and oppression, as once he 
put it: 

Man's inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn! 
See yonder poor, o'erlaboured wight, 

So abject, mean and vile, 
Who begs a brother of the earth 

To give him leave to toil: 
And see his lordly fellow-worm 

The poor petition spurn, 
Unmindful tho' a weeping wife 

And helpless offspring mourn. 
('Man Was Made To Mourn') 

And with his sharp insight and deft pen 
how he exposed the emptiness of 
conventional religion as he knew it in his day. 
And never more tellingly than in The Holy 
Fair in which he describes a series of 
preachers with devastating satire, brought to 
life so vividly in my presence just a few weeks 
ago by that incomparable Scottish actor, 
John Caimey, in his personification of 
Bums. They had gathered for a day of 
religious exercises-a 'holy fair' -in the 
open air. First the Reverend Mr. Moodie 
preaches, 

Hear how he clears the points o' faith 
Wi' rattlin' an' wi' thumpin'! 
Now meekly calm, now wild in wrath, 
He's stampin' and he's jumpin'. 

And he is followed by another Preacher 
who delivers a 'cold harangue' on morals. 
Two more divines do their thing and finally 
the Preacher who sounds the alarm with vivid 
pictures of the torments of hell. But Bums 
makes clear that the conversions and 
renewed intentions of the day after all that 
are short-lived. The people drift away, 
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some to the more congenial occupation of 
drinking, and others, the younger men and 
girls, who have been eyeing each other during 
the long proceedings of the day, to love
making. 

Bums comments, 
There's some are fou' of Jove divine, 
There's some are fou' of brandy: 
And mony jobs that day begun 
Will end in houghmagandie. 

One may ask, are these merely the 
observations of a skeptic or cynic for whom 
all religion was empty and pointless? Or are 
they not rather the discernment of one who 
saw through things-the honest thrusts of a 
man who hated sham and phoniness but 
cared for the reality of faith? Carlyle judged, 
his religion, at best, is an anxious wish: like 
thatofRabelais, 'Agreatperhaps'. Perhaps 
it is idle to pretend that Burns was in any deep 
sense of religious man; yet he found enough 
devotion to versify some Psalms and at least 
one of his prayers with its profound remorse 
of soul and petition for mercy bespeaks 
religious experience. Perhaps conventional 
Christian morality would look more kindly 
upon him if he had been more continent in the 
scattering of his affections. In his realism he 
was not unaware of the unredeemed parts of 
men-he knew his own heart and the heart of 
others well enough for that . . . but if he 
attacked the abuses of an aristocratic society 
and exposed the hypocrisy of a religion 
which was more mouth than heart, he did it 
not mindlessly but because he had such 
reverence for the worth and dignity of the 
human being. He was a man of the people 
and for the people. 

The rank is but the guinea stamp: 
The man's the gowd for a' that. 

He sought to humanise society, to assert 
the importance of humanity in the teeth of 
whatever was present to annihilate that 
importance. 

And were not his hits on the Church pleas 
to see genuine piety and the righteousness it 
entails ... a faith acted out in social concern . 
... a faith he saw lived out before him in his 
own father of whom he wrote so lovingly and 
eloquently? The caution of old Isaiah 

echoes through those words in The Cotter's 
Saturday Night, moving, prophetic, words 
of a man who saw into and beyond and 
through things, 

The power, incensed, the pageant will 
desert, 

The pompous strain, the sacerdotal stole: 
But haply, in some cottage far apart, 
May hear, well pleased, the language of 
the soul, 
And in his book of life the inmates poor 

enrol. 

Burns surely saw that community and not 
cant is the issue of true religion and 
entertained a world vision of that community 
of men as brothers, 

Then let us pray that come it may 
(As come it will for a' that) 

That sense and worth o'er a' the earth, 
Shall bear the gree and a' that 

For a' that, and a' that, 
Is coming yet, for a' that, 

That man to man the world o'er 1 
Shall brothers be for a' that. 

A man of the people, a man for the world 
... one who knew what was in man ... not so 
far removed in spirit, one dares to say, from 
One Other Man, Who knew what was in 
man, his meanness and his magnificence, 
One Who was a Man of the People, bone of 
our bone, flesh of our flesh, Man for the world 
and Saviour of it, as Burns had it, (Whose) 
'Guiltless blood for guilty man was shed', 
and Who also prayed for universal brother
hood, that they all may be one. 

I am indebted to several sources in the 
preparation of this presentation. Among 
them are: 
The Complete Work ofRoben Burns, Vol. I
VI, Gebbie and Co. Publishers (Philadelphia) 
The Poetry of Robert Bums, Vol. III, IV, ed. 
W. E. Henley and T. F. Henderson 

An article on Burns by Prof. John 
McQuarrie, Univ. of Oxford, Expository 
Times, January, 1975, p.112. 
Essays, Thomas Carlyle, 'Bums', 
Everyman's Library, No.703, p.l. 

Stage Presentation on Bums by John 
Cairney, Dalhousie University, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia (July 1979). 
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SAUNDERS TAIT 

Tarbolton Bachelors' Club. 

AT Whitsun, 1777, William Bums and his 
family removed from Mount Oliphan\ 

to the farm of Lochlea in the Parish of 
Tarbolton. Robert was then seventeen 
years of age and probably welcomed the 
move. Apart from brief visits to Dalrymple, 
Ayr and Kirkoswald, to improve his 
education, his life at Mount Oliphant had 
been that of 'the cheerless gloom of a hermit 
with the increasing toil of a galley slave'. 
Brother Gilbert, writing of this period said, 
'Nothing could be more retired than our 
general manner of living at Mount Oliphant 
we rarely saw anybody but the members of 
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our own family ... My father was for some 
time almost the only companion we had. ' 

Lochlea Farm lay two and a half miles 
north-east of T arbolton, and after the 
isolation of Mount Oliphant, Burns sought 
companionship among the lads of the village. 
This was the formative period of his life and it 
was at Lochlea that he defied his father and 
attended a dancing class in Tarbolton, 'to 
give his manners a brush'. It was there that 
he and several similar minded youths formed 
the Bachelors' Club-a debating society for 
mutual improvement, and it was in a lodge at 
Tarbolton that he was passed and raised as a 
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Mason. It was also in Tarbolton that he met 
Saunders Tait, local rhymster and versifier. 
Tait enjoys the unique reputation as being the 
only contemporary poetaster who never had 
a good word to say about Bums, but 
unmercifully lashed him and the Bums 
family, in fierce, rough doggerel verse during 
the time they were at Lochlea. 

Davie Sillar, who was a 'bosom cronie' of 
Burns during this period wrote, 'At this time 
Bums always shone in every company, and 
his popularity, seasoned with satire, was not 
unaccompanied by fear'. Tait probably 
viewed with alarm the rise of a new poet 
whose talents far exceeded his own. 
Unfortunately, most of Bums's work of his 
Tarbolton days has been lost. In his 
autobiographical letter to Dr. Moore he 
wrote, 'None of the rhymes of these days are 
in print, except, Winter, a Dirge (the eldest 
of my printed pieces). The death of Poor 
Mai/ie, and John Barleycorn. Tait's 
rhymes, however, have survived, and it 
would appear that Bums must have written 
some uncomplimentary verses about him, as 
is evident from Tait's poem called, Burns in 
his Infancy: 

'Now I maun trace his pedigree 
Because he made a sang on me. ' 

Saunders Tait was born at Innerleithen, 
about 1715, as he tells us in his verses called, 
'The Author's Nativity': 

'Leithen, so pretty, 
When first I drew braith, 
There my mither Betty 
She clad me in claith, 
A shirt, a coat and vest, 
Breeks, stockins and shoon, 
My hair neatly dressed 
And a wee hat aboon.' 

It was probably at Innerleithen that he 
learned the trade of a tailor, which in those 
days was closely allied to that of an itinerant 
packrnan. Mantua-making was also part of 
the business of a tailor, and on selling a length 
of cloth, it was not unusual for him to remain 
in the house of the customer until the garment 
was made up. 'Whup the Cat', as he was 
known, visited all the farm villages over a 
wide area, but ultimately he found his way 
into the west country and settled down in the 

village of Tarbolton, where he became a 
kenspeckle figure. 

According to a contemporary, Saunders 
was a stout, well-formed man of middle 
stature. He appears to have been a smart 
and active sort of person, with an 
inexhaustible fund of humorous anecdotes. 
His company was eagerly sought after for 
weddings, rockings and other merrymaking 
parties. As he went his rounds he collected 
all the scandal and gossip of the countryside, 
which usually found its way into his rhymed 
lampoons. He was a ready chronicler of all 
local squabbles and peculiar events, and 
although regarded as something of an 
eccentric, he had considerable influence in 
the village. He owned several small 
properties and took an active interest in local 
affairs, being at one period a bailie of the 
town. In one of his rhymed effusions he 
enumerates his public offices: 

Tm Patron to the Burgher folks, 
I'm Coma! to the Farmers' Box, 
And Bailie to guid hearty cocks, 

That are a' grand; 
Has heaps o' houses built on rocks 

Wi' lime and sand.' 

The first line of the above verse refers to 
the building of the Secession or Burgher 
Church in Tarbolton in 1777, to which the. 
parish minister and local gentry were 
strongly opposed. At one stage, the work 
was delayed because of a scarcity of hewn 
stone. A public meeting was held to 
consider the situation, and Saunders' 
undertook to manage the affair. He resolved 
it within a few days by a roundabout scheme 
which nobody thought would be successful, 
thereby enhancing his reputation as a man of 
influence and shrewdness. 

The second line of the verse refers to the 
Universal Friendly Society ofTarbolton, in 
which for a long time he held the rank of 
Colonel. The Society held frequent 
parades, with the object of recruiting new 
members, and a contemporary recalls 
Saunders with his cocked hat marching 
proudly through the village at the head of a 
long procession. At that time, Friendly 
Societies were established in Ayrshire for the 
purpose of alleviating the widespread 
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poverty then existing. It would appear from 
William Aiton's Agriculture Report of 1811, 
however, that many of them had lost sight of 
their original objects. He writes: 

Friendly or penny societies have been 
fonned in many of the towns of Ayrshire, 
and promise to be antidotes against 
poverty. Masons, weavers, shoemakers 
and other societies had been fonned 
many years ago, in most of the towns in 
the county, and some supply has been 
drawn from them, to some of their 
indigent members. But, unfortunately, 
they generally throw away much of their 
revenue in purchasing flags, spontoons, 
gorgets, crowns, coats of mail, sceptres, 
robes, trains, and other fooleries, and in 
making fool-like parades, through towns, 
drinking on the street, etc. One is 
burdened with a coat of mail, and tenned 
a Champion, one with a crown, a fool's 
coat, and a train supported by half a 
dozen idle boys, is tenned a King, and 
holds a piece of painted timber as his 
sceptre, others are Colonels, Captains, 

Procession of St. James's Lodge at Tarbolton. 
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Lords, or rather the whole make them
selves downright fools, for a time, and 
dissipate the fund which ought to be 
applied to charitable purposes. It is in 
vain to look to these ridiculous 
institutions for relief to the poor. They 
are in fact beggar-making societies, 
which ought to be abolished. 

In 1794, when Major Mongomerie, 
afterwards Earl of Eglinton (Burns's 'Sodger 
Hugh') raised a regiment of West Lowland 
Fencibles, Tait, though well advanced in 
years, was one of the first to enlist. InKay's 
Edinburgh Portraits, where a portrait and 
memoir of the Earl are given, the following 
notice of Saunders Tait is appended by way 
of a footnote: 

Among others who 'followed to the field' 
was an eccentric personage of the name 
of Tait. He was a tailor, and in stature 
somewhat beneath the military standard; 
but he was a poet, and zealous in the 
cause of loyalty. He had sung the deeds 
of the Montgomeries in many a couplet; 



and having animated the villagers with 
his loyal strains, resolved, like a second 
Tyrtaeus, to encourage his companions 
in arms to victory by the fire and vigour of 
his verses. It is said he could not write; 
nevertheless he actually published a 
small volume of poems. These have 
long ago sunk into oblivion. Still 
'Sawney Tait, the tailor', is well 
remembered. He was a bachelor, and, 
like a true son of genius, occupied an attic 
of very small dimensions. At the 'June 
Fair', when the village was crowded, 
Saunders, by a tolerated infringement of 
the excise laws, annually converted his 
'poet's comer' into a temple for the 
worship of Bacchus, and became a 
publican in a small way. He was himself 
presiding genius, and his apartment was 
always well frequented, especially by the 
younger portion of the country people, 
who were amused with his oddities. He 
sung with peculiar animation, and failed 
not to give due recitative effect to the 
more lengthy productions ofhis muse-it 
might be in celebration of a bonspiel, in 
which the curlers ofTarbolton had been 
victorious over those of the parish of 
Stair, of a lovematch, or such other local 
matter calculated to interest his rustic 
hearers, by whom his poems were highly 
applauded as being 'unco wee! put 
thegither'. Some of his songs obtained a 
temporary popularity. One in particular, 
on Mrs. Alexander of Ballochmyle, was 
much talked of, probably from the 
circumstance of the lady having 
condescended to patronise the village 
laureate by requesting his attendance at 
Ballochmyle, where he recited the piece, 
was rewarded, and afterwards continued 
to be a privileged frequenter of the hall. 

Poor Saunders, unluckily, was more in 
repute for his songs than his needle. He 
was, no doubt, uncommonly expeditious, 
in proof of which it is told that on some 
particular occasion he had made a cot in 
one day; but then his 'steeks' were 
prodigiously long, and with him fashion 
was out of the question, abiding as he 
always did by the 'good old plan.' The 
result was that while his brethren of the 
needle were paid eighteen pence a-day. 
Saunders acknowledged his inferiority 
by claiming no more than sixpence! The 
military ardour of the poet was somewhat 
evanescent. Whether the duties were 
too fatiguing, or whether his compatriots 
had no relish for poetical excitements. we 

know not, but true it is that in the dusk of a 
summer evening, some few weeks after 
the departure of the Fencibles, Saunders 
was seen entering the village leading a 
goat which he had procured in his travels. 
and followed by a band of youngsters. 
who had gone to meet him on his 
approach. 

Tait, like many another minor versifier of 
the period, ventured into 'guid black prent'. 
His book was published in Paisley in 1790. 
by John Neilson, for ::>nd sold by the author 
only, for the small charge of 1/6, although it 
contained 304 pages octavo. From certain 
verses in the volume it appears that Saunders 
spent a short time in Paisley as a journeyman 
tailor with one, Daniel Mitchell in John 
Street, and it is assumed that it was during 
this brief period that his book went through 
the press. He sang of Lady Ba/lochmyle's 
Chariot and the deeds of the Montgomeries 
are recorded in such verses as Coilsfield's 
hawks and Greyhounds. In another set of 
verses entitled, The Illumination of 
Tarbolton on the Recovery of His Majesty, 
(George III), he praises the loyalty and 
liberality of Major Montgomerie, while the 
establishment of the Catrine Cotton Mills in 
1787 by Claud Alexander ofBallochmyle, in 
partnership with David Dale of Glasgow, 
was also celebrated in rhyme, as the 
following mediocre verses show: 

To the pretty lads buys our laird's estates, 
And wins their money in foreign parts; 
they make our tradesmen to rant andrair, 
And build cotton-mills on the banks o' 

Ayr. 
There's Claud Alexander in Ballochmyle 
May Providence upon him smile, 
And never let his purse run bare, 
While he's upon the banks o' Ayr. 

From the footnote in Kay's Edinburgh 
Portraits, already referred to, it is obvious 
that Tait was on very good terms with the 
Alexander family of Ballochmyle. It must 
have been a source of deep chagrin to Burns 
that the beautiful song which he sent to 
Wilhelmina Alexander was never acknowl
edged, while an inferior versifier like Tait was 
made welcome at Ballochmyle. 

Tait's book of verse is more impressive for 
its quantity than for its quality and his rhymes 
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Ballochmyle as it was in the time of Burns. 

are invariably crude in expression and feeble 
in structure. He reserves his most scurrilous 
abuse, however, for the Bums family. 
Whatever may have been the cause of his 
spleen, it is obvious from such vitriolic verses 
as Bums in his Infancy, Bums in Lochly, 
Bums's Hen Clockin' in Mauchline, and 
others, that he detested the name of Bums. 

While tenant of Lochlea Farm, William 
Bums became involved in a prolonged 
litigation with his landlord, David McLure. 
The lease was imperfectly drawn up, and was 
the principal cause of the dispute. For more 
than a century very little of the details of the 
litigation was known, but Saunders Tait had, 
in his verses, made several references to the 
affair. The legal documents, giving 
McLure 's version of the dispute, came to light 
in 1896, aboutthesametimeas W. E. Henley 
was writing his famous essay on Bums. 
Henley wrote, 'I need scarce say that 
Saunders Tait produced a Bums at Lochly, in 
which he fell on his enemy tooth and claw. His 
statements are as specific as McLure's, and 
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are substantially in agreement with some of 
them.' He then quotes the following: 

'To Lochly ye came like a clerk, 
And on your back was scarce a sark, 
The dogs did at your buttocks bark, 

But now ye're braw, 
Ye poucht the rent ye was so stark, 

Made payment sma'.' 

Other references to William Bums are 
taken from the same: 

'McLure he put you in a farm 
And coft your coals your arse to warm' 
'He likewise did the mailing stock, 
And built your barns' 

In another poem called, A Compliment, 
Tait alleged that, in addition to being £500 in 
arrears with the rent, the Burns family had 
smuggled away the goods sequestrated by 
Mc Lure: 

'The horse, corn, pets, kail, kye and lures 
Cheese, pease, beans, rye, wool, house 

and flours, 
Pots, pans, crans, tongs, brace-spits and 

skeurs. 



The milk and harm 
Each thing they had was a' McLure's

He stock'd the farm.' 
'Wae hae't they left McLure ava.' 
'Five hundred pounds they were 

behind.' 

It seems obvious that these allegations 
were animated by a strong personal hostility, 
which makes them suspect. Nevertheless, 
for many years they were accepted as 
evidence against the Burns family by W. E. 
Henleyandothers. ltwasnotuntil 1935that 
the legal documents were discovered which 
gave William Burns's side of the dispute, and 
these were printed in full by John Mc Vie in the 
Burns Chronicle of 1935. In an excellent 
article he proves every one of Tait's 

statements to be false and shows that the 
rhyming tailor merely reiterated the McLure 
line. 

Saunders Tait did not long survive his short 
term of service with the Fencibles. Being ill, 
and realising that his end was approaching, he 
was taken to the house of a friend, William 
Wallace of Millburn, a short distance from 
Tarbolton, and died there towards the close of 
the century. 

His posthumous reputation, such as it is, 
survives only because of the reflected genius 
of Robert Bums. Had their paths never 
crossed, it is almost certain that Tait's coarse 
doggerel verses would have been consigned, 
long since, to discreet and everlasting 
oblivion. 

BURNS NICHT POSTMARK AT DUMFRIES 
The Dumfries Burns Club, which celebrated its 160th anniversary last year, is sponsoring 
a pictorial postmark to be used at Dumfries on 24th January 1981. The datestamp in
corporates the Skirving portrait of Burns and will be in use for one day only. The 
Dumfries Burns Club has produced souvenir covers, with a vignette showing the 
Mausoleum. Fully serviced covers, bearing an appropriate postage stamp and the special 
postmark, will be available from the Secretary of the Club, John McFadden, 37 George 
St., Dumfries, DGI lEA at 65p (U.K.) or 75p (overseas). 

Airdrie Burns Club St. Andrew's Dinner, 1979 
Left to right: Mrs. P. Brodie, Very Rev. P. Brodie, J . Heugh (President), Mrs. J. Heugh, Wm. J. 
Esplin (Vice-President). Mrs. I. Esplin, Gilbert Cox, Mrs. Cox, Mrs. Grace Ferguson and James 
Ferguson. 
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THE LINK WITH LOUDOUN 

"t"l ffiEN Robert Bums moved to Mossgiel 
VV -in 1784 it was a sub-let from Gavin 

Hamilton, the Mauchline solicitor who 
himself rented it from the earl of Loudoun. 
The Campbells of Loudoun from their home 
in the upper Irvine Valley had extended south 
into Kyle in the l 6th century; in the I 7th 
century gained a lordship ( 1601 ) and an 
earldom (1633); and played an influential 
part in Ayrshire and sometimes national 
affairs. John, 4th Earl of Loudoun, was a 
distinguished soldier, a noted agricultural 
improver, and an acquaintance of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson who with Boswell visited Loudoun 
Castle in 1773. But he had died, unmarried 
in 1782, succeeded by his cousinJ runes Mure 
Campbell, who as Sth earl was for a time 
Bums' feudal superior. On 26th April 1786 
he died. According to Burns he 'shot himself 
out of sheer heart-break at some mortifi
cations he suffered, owing to the deranged 
state of his finances.' His successor was 
Flora Mure Campbell, a six-year-old orphan, 
made a ward of her relatives, the Earl and 
Countess of Dumfries. The vacant Loudoun 
Castle was rented out. So it is clear why the 
distinguished name of Loudoun does not 
appear among the list of Ayrshire peers and 
gentry who patronised the Poet. Yet Burns 
did have links with Loudoun, of another sort. 

The parish of Loudoun, containing 
Loudoun Castle and the nearby burgh of 
Newmilns where the parish church and 
manse of Loudoun are located, lies to the 
north ofMauchline. Robert Bums made two 
recorded visits to Newmilns in 1 786. The 
reasons for each visit are worth looking into. 
The results of each visit were significant for 
his career. Each visit has certain puzzling 
features. and a close study like this brings us 
near to understanding Bums in this important 
year of his life. 

The first visit was the occasion of his 
introduction to Lodge Loudoun Kilwinning 
Ne\' milns No.51. This was in the spring of 
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by John Strawhorn 

1786, just before the proposals were issued 
for the poems which were to be published at 
Kilmarnock on 3lst July. The second visit 
was as a guest at Loudoun Manse, in the 
autumn of the same year, beforehe set off for 
Edinburgh on 27th November. 

It was on Monday 2 7 th March 17 86 that 
Robert Burns came across from Mauchline 
with his friend and brother mason, Gavin 
Hamilton, to be introduced to the Newmilns 
Lodge at their meeting in the Loudoun Arms, 
an inn still standing opposite Newmilns 
Cross. (The occasion is recorded in the 
records of the lodge). Such a visit can be 
explained simply. Burns was an enthusiastic 
freemason, entering Tarbolton's Lldge St. 
David in 1781, and elected Depute Master in 
1784. Masonic lodges were being 
established all over Ayrshire-in the first 27 
years of Burns's life sixteen new .ones had 
been formed to join seven older ones. The 
Newmilns lodge dated from 1754. In 
October, he visited the older of Kilmarnock's 
two lodges, Kilmarnock St. John Kilwinning. 
Later he maintained his masonic connections 
in Edinburgh and Dumfries. 

But there was more to it than masonic 
enthusiasm. Bums had already arranged for 
the printing of proposals for his forthcoming 
poems. These circulars soliciting the names 
of subscribing purchasers would be ready at 
the end of the week after his visit to Newmilns. 
A good deal of time was spent that swnmer in 
letter writing and personal visits-a public 
relations campaign to guarantee sales. This 
sales campaign began at the masonic meeting 
in Newmilns on 27th March. It seems 
unlikely that he was already acquainted with 
any of the members of the Newmilns lodge, to 
which he was introduced by Gavin Hamilton. 
who had Loudoun business connections. 
lliree of the masonic brothers whom he met at 
that meeting proved to be valuable contacts, 
as it turned out. 

Least known and possibly least important. 



was John Hunter from Barrmill, a commill 
between Newmilns and Galston on the south 
bank of the Irvine Water. John Hunter was 
one of the many little known persons to 
whom Burns was indebted for supplying the 
old songs and ballads he enjoyed collecting. 
In presenting later an old piece, 'I had a horse 
and I had nae mair' Burns said, 'The story is 
founded on fact ... The present Mr. Hunter, 
who told me the anecdote, is the great
grandchild of our hero.' The former John 
Hunter from Barrmill was a 'luckless hero' 
who 'for some little youthful follies' had to 
leave home and went north: 

To fee mysel' to a Highland laird 
Wha had a bonnie lady. 

John Hunter made advances to the laird's 
wife: 

I'm o'er the lugs in love wi' you 
And care not tho' ye kend it. 

The lady was not unwilling; one thing led to 
another; the laird just missed catching them 
together; and Hunter felt it wise to depart: 

The laird gaed out, he saw na me, 
I gaed when I was ready; 
I promised but I ne'er gaed back 
To kiss his bonnie lady. 

Just up the water from Barrmill was 
Patie's Mill, whence came another old song, 
'The Lass of Patie's Mill.' This Burns later 
declared to be one of Allan Ramsay's best 
songs, and he told how it came to be 
composed: 

'Allan Ramsay was residing at Lowdon 
Castle with the then Earl, father to Earl 
John; and one forenoon, riding, or 
walking out together, his Lordship and 
Allan passed a sweet, romantic spot on 
Irvine water, still called, 'Patie's Mill', 
where a bonie lass was 'tedding hay, 
barehanded on the green.' My Lord 
observed to Allan that it would be a fine 
theme for a song. Ramsay took the hint; 
and lingering behind, he composed the 
first sketch of it, which he produced at 
dinner.' 

This story Burns said he had from 'the 
present Sir William Cunningham of 
Robertland, who had it from the late John, 
Earl of Lowdon.' Burns was already 

familiar with Allan Ramsay's works before 
his visit to Newmilns. And though he did 
not get the full story till later, I think it very 
possible that 'The Lass of Patie's Mill' 
formed part of his conversation with John 
Hunter of Barrmill that Monday night in 
March 1786 in the Loudoun Arms. 

The second who made the acquaintance of 
Burns at the masonic meeting was John 
Arnot from Dalwhatwood Farm. His father 
George Arnot had been factor to the 
Loudoun estate, and John was the fourth son 
in a family of five sons and two daughters. 
John Arnot was born probably in the early 
1740s. In 1760, possibly after getting a lass 
into trouble, he was sent off by his father to 
London. From there he went out to China, 
to join an elder brother in the service of the 
East India Company. These jobs were 
presumably arranged through the influence 
of the great 4th earl ofLoudoun, Earl John, 
who did so much to improve the Loudoun 
estate, planting over a million trees and 
creating what Tannahill later praised as 
'Loudoun's bonnie woods and braes.' John 
Arnot sent home to the earl from China 
parcels of seeds and brought home in 1769 'a 
pott containing the stones of the fruit called 
Leechee' and 'a book of Chinese paintings.' 
In 1770 he married. Two of John's elder 
brothers were already dead and one had gone 
insane. So after the father's death in 1779 
John Arnot took over the farm of 
Dalwhatwood, but not (as is sometimes 
assumed) the factorship of Loudoun. 

To this information, mostly collected by 
Maurice Lindsay (Bums Chronicle, 1970) 
may be added an additional item. John 
Arnot and Robert Burns were both 
customers of Tam Samson, the Kilmarnock 
seedsman. That firm's earliest ledger (for 
1789) lists their purchases of seeds; Arnot 
had an additional purchase of golf balls, at 6d 
each, no doubt for playing on what was then 
called the 'Golf Field Park' in front of 
Loudoun Castle, where the game is still 
played. 

Burns later described John Arnot as 'one 
of the most accomplished of the sons of men 
that I ever met with ... alas! had he been 
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equally prudent.' He died in 1789 or soon 
after, and Burns hints that his lack of 
prudence brought him at the end 'the world's 
contempt, and real misery, perhaps 
perdition.' 

Burns himself preserved and copied out 
(in the Glenriddell MSS) a long letter he 
wrote to John Arnot which is of prime 
importance for what it tells us of Burns at a 
critical period of his life. He guessed it had 
been written 'sometime about the latter end 
of 1785.' In fact, internal evidence in
dicates it must have been written in April 
1786-Burns's autobiographical memory is 
not always reliable. It was written quite 
soon after Burns's visit to the masonic 
meeting at Newmilns, at which Arnot was 
present. Yet it begins oddly: 'I have long 
wished for some kind of claim to the 
honour of your acquaintance' which is how 
one might address a person one had not yet 
met. 

Burns was in fact sending Arnot a copy of 
his proposals, seeking his aid in getting the 
names of as many local subscribers as he 
could for the forthcoming volume of Poems. 
Burns is obviously setting out to impress 
Arnot by quotations from Milton, 
Shakespeare and the Bible, and references to 
ancient and more recent history. His pen 
runs away with him. He wanders off into a 
trivial commentary on the loss of a knife. He 
launches into an elaborately metaphorical 
account of his sexual adventures with an 
unnamed Jean Armour. He bares his soul 
and pours out unashamedly and almost 
hysterically the distress of a mind vexed in 
torment: 'You have doubtless, Sir, heard my 
story, heard it with all its exaggerations ... I 
have lost a-a-a Wife!' Jean Armour, whom 
he had first met just a year before, was 
pregnant; Burns had drawn up some kind of 
irregular written marriage contract with her; 
her parents had torn it up and packed her off 
to Paisley. Burns was infuriated at the 
Armours, disgusted with Jean's desertion, 
and humiliated by the gossip which had 
spread beyond Mauchline as far as 
Loudoun and Newmilns. 

·A damned Star has always kept my 
zenith, and shed its baleful influence . . 
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There is a pretty large proportion of bedlam 
in the composition of a Poet at any time; but 
on this occasion I was nine parts and nine 
tenths, out of ten, stark staring mad. At first, 
I was fixed in stup6rific insensibility ... my 
second paroxysm chiefly beggars description 
... My spent passions gradually sank into a 
lurid calm, and by de,grees I have subsided 
into the time-settled sorrow of the sable 
widower, who wiping away the decent tear, 
lifts up his grief-worn eye to look-for 
another wife.' This is surely a hint that he 
had turned for consolation to another-to 
Mary Campbell, the Highland Mary with 
whom he was to become engaged in another 
irregular marriage bond just a month later 
(14th May). 

Meanwhile, he tells Arnot, 'Already the 
holy beagles, the houghmagandie pack, begin 
to snuff the scent.' He plans to escape the 
kirk session of Mauchline by emigration, 
seeking refuge 'among the mountains of 
Jamaica.' But Jean returns from Paisley on 
7th June; admits to the session she is with 
child; and names Robert Burns as the father 
(13th June). Burns compears before the 
session, admits paternity (25th June), and 
endures the first of the three public rebukes 
before the congregation on Sunday 9th July. 
Then Armour takes out a writ against him; 
Burns has hurriedly to leave Mauchline and 
conceal himself with his mother's half-sister 
at Old Rome by Gateshead. 

So on- Monday 3lst July when the 
Kilmarnock edition is published we find 
Robert Bums harassed and tormented in 
mind, in hiding and disgrace. 

Within a few weeks he was back in 
Newmilns, an honoured guest of the Rev. 
George Lawrie, the parish minister of 
Loudoun whom he had already met at that 
masonic meeting in the Loudoun Arms 
earlier in the year. 

There was a sudden change in fortune 
after the publication of his poems. On 
Sunday 6th August he appeared in 
Mauchline kirk, was rebuked for the third 
time and absolved. Armour dropped 
proceedings against him. Jean bore twins on 
3rd September-the boy was taken up to 
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Mossgiel; the girl, who did not long survive, 
was kept by the Armours in their Cowgate 
home. The plans to emigrate to Jamaica 
were twice postponed in September, and 
finally dropped. News had come from 
Greenock of Mary Campbell's death; and 
from Edinburgh, via Loudoun Manse, came 
more welcome news for the Poet. 

The father, grandfather and great
grandfather of the Rev. George Lawrie had 
all been ministers; his eldest son Archibald 
would succeed him at Loudoun; and his 
grandson, another George, brought up at 
Loudoun and the author of the song 'Lang 
Lang Syne', would be the sixth generation of 
Lawries in the ministry. George Lawrie was 
late both in his ordination and in marriage. 
By 1786, after 23 years at Loudoun he was a 
man in his sixties, his wife only a few years 
younger, and five ofa family still with them at 
Loudoun Manse. 

He was a man of literary tastes with a wide 
circle of similar acquaintances. He met 
Bums at the masonic meeeting in N ewmilns 
in March; subscribed for the Poems; and was 
enthusiastic enough to send a copy to Dr. 
Thomas Blacklock, a well-known Edinburgh 
literary figure. We know that other copies of 
the Kilmarnock edition found their way back 
to Edinburgh as well. But it was a letter of 
reply from Blacklock to Lawrie (dated 4th 
September) passed on to Gavin Hamilton 
and then to Bums (by mid-September) which 
first apprised Bums that the capital thought 
highly of his poetry. 

Later Bums provided a somewhat over
dramatised version of how this changed his 
plans: 'I had taken the last farewell of my few 
friends: my chest was on the road to 
Greenock . . . when a letter from Dr. 
Blacklock to a friend of mine overthrew all 
my schemes by rousing my poetic ambition. 
The Doctor belonged to a set of Critics for 
whose applause I had not even dared to hope. 
His idea that I would meet with every 
encouragement for a second edition fired me 
so much that away I posted to Edinburgh 
without a single acquaintance in town, or a 
single letter of introduction in my pocket.' 

In fact, after reception of this welcome 

news from Edinburgh, it took some six weeks 
before he finally abandoned his plan of 
emigration, and another four weeks until he 
set out for Edinburgh. His story of going off 
to Edinburgh 'without a single acquaintance 
in town' is manifestly a romantic fiction. And 
the idea that he set off without 'a single letter 
of introduction' conceals the reality of a 
period of busy and elaborate preliminaries. 
Towards the end of September an approach 
to Jim Wilson for a second Kilmarnock 
edition proved abortive. John Ballantine of 
Ayr suggested (as Blacklock had not) an 
Edinburgh edition. Robert Aiken of Ayr 
followed up with an approach to his brother
in-law, the Earl of Glencaim. By the end of 
October plans were apparently completed 
for a second edition to be printed and 
published in Edinburgh and for Bums to go 
through to see the volume through the press 
and advertise the venture by personal 
appearances. On 23rd October he dined at 
Catrine House with Professor Dugald 
Stewart of Edinburgh University who had 
already publicised Bums poetry in the 
capital. And a second letter from Blacklock 
to Lawrie (dates 27th November) indicates 
that the plans for an Edinburgh edition were 
already finalised and that Lawrie had been 
closely involved in the planning of the 
publication. 

I should guess that Bums visited Loudoun 
Manse shortly before he set off for 
Edinburgh. He may have made several 
visits. -He may have stayed the night there 
after the masonic meeting of 27 th March. It 
has been conjectured that he made a farewell 
visit, near the end of August, before the 
anticipated emigration. I should postulate a 
visit around the end of October. A short 
letter to Archie Lawrie, the minister's son, 
dated 13th November, suggests that he had 
been there recently. And the music and 
dancing of what was obviously a festive 
occasion were an appropriate prelude to the 
triumphant departure to Edinburgh. 

Four poems are associated with Loudoun 
Manse. 'O Thou dread Power', left in the 
room where he slept, is a tribute to the Lawrie 
family. A song, 'lrvine's bairns are bonnie' 
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describes the evening offestivity. 'Farewell 
the bonnie banks of Ayr' was reputedly 
composed on his way home from Loudoun at 
a time when he was still contemplating 
emigration. 'Rusticity's ungainly form' is a 
short piece addressed to Mrs. Lawrie. 

Burns was very much impressed by the 
Lawries of Loudoun-'one of the sweetest 
scenes of domestic peace and kindred love 
that I ever saw, as I think the peaceful unity 
of St. Margaret's Hill can only be excelled by 
the harmonious concord of the Apocalyptic 
Zion.' The manse was quite modem, built 
in 1768, on the curiously-named St. 
Margaret's Hill at the western approach to 
Newmilns. 

The 64-year-old Rev. George Lawrie is 
appropriately described by Burns as 'the 
hoary sire.' A later commentator described 
him as 'an able and eloquent preacher ... an 
affectionate pastor ... strong in judgement, 
prompt in thought, fluent in expression ... 
beloved for his many virtues, his great 
mildness and equanimity of temper, and his 
high sense of humour.' (Wilson and 
Chambers, The Land of Burns, 1840). 
'Lovely Mrs. Lawrie, she is all charms' was 
Burns' comment on the 60-year-old daughter 
of a St. Andrews professor. She was bold 
enough to rebuke her guest for a slighting 
remark on the hapless Margaret Kennedy, 
which won her a few lines of verse in apology. 
The four daughters of the manse were praised 
as 'The beauteous seraph sister-band.' The 
eldest, Christina, played the spinet at 
Loudoun and later in Edinburgh the 
pianoforte. She was 'the fair musician, 
whom I think much better qualified than ever 
David was, or could be, to charm an evil 
spirit out of a Saul.' Bums wrote to her 
father from Edinburgh to tell how Henry 
Mackenzie was impressed by this twenty
two year-pld daughter of the manse, who had 
'a great deal of the elegance of a well-bred 
Lady about her, with all the sweet simplicity 
of a Country girl.' To the youngest 
daughter, Louisa, we are indebted for 
preserving various recollections and 
souvenirs of the Poet's visit to Loudoun 
Manse. 
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Young Archie Lawrie had been born in 
1768, in the Loudoun Arms Inn when the 
new manse was building. He was now 18 
years of age, and a student at Edinburgh 
University. Though he gained no poetic 
mention from the Poet, yet Robert Burns 
formed a deep attachment to this young man. 
He lent him several volumes of Scottish 
poetry. He met up with him in Edinburgh, 
went with him to the theatre, and was his 
frequent companion. He wrote him several 
letters, and was still in touch the following 
summer when Archie was back home. 

From all the evidence, one might well 
suspect more than one visit to Loudoun 
Manse. The last occasion was a kind of 
celebration ball, which Bums 
commemorated: 

Sae merrily they danced the ring, 
Frae eenin till the cocks did craw 
And aye the ower-word o' the spring 
Was Irvine's bairns are bonnie a'. 

Louisa Lawrie recalled that Bums in his 
dancing 'kept time exquisitely.' Gilbert 
Bums tells that 'The first time Robert heard 
the spinet played was at the house of Dr. 
Lawrie . . . Dr. Lawrie has several 
accomplished daughters; one of them played 
the spinet; the father and mother Jed down the 
dance; the rest of the sisters, the brother, the 
poet, and the other guests, mixed in it. It 
was a delightful family scene for our poet, 
then lately introduced to the world.' 

The second, extended edition of Bums' 
poems was published in Edinburgh in April 
1787. Among those who subscribed for 
copies were half-a-dozen local men: Rev. 
George Lawrie and John Arnot; George 
Douglas of Roddinghead, factor to the 
Loudoun estate; Hugh Morton of Darvel 
Mill, who had been at the masonic meeting in 
Newmilns eleven months before; William 
Smith of Newmilns whom we can identify 
(from the Loudoun Parish Heritors' 
Minutes) as the bonnet laird ofDoitbum; and 
an unidentified D. Watterson ofNewmilns. 

A year later in March 1788 Bums made 
another visit to the Irvine Valley on his way 
from Mauchline to Edinburgh via Glasgow. 
·1 set out on Monday, and would have come 



by Kilmarnock, but there are several small 
sums owing me for my first Edition, about 
Galston and Newmilns; and I shall set off so 
early as to despatch my business and reach 
Glasgow by night.' 

Among other local contemporaries who 
were impressed by Burns the man and the 
poet was a dairymaid at Loudoun Castle. 
Janet Little was born at Ecclefechan in 
l 759and so was of an age with Burns. She 
came into the employment of Mrs. Dunlop of 
Dunlop, who became acquainted with Burns 
after the Kilmarnock edition. Mrs. Dunlop 
had a daughter Susan, who had an unhappy 
career. In 1789 she married a French 
refugee, James Henri, rented Loudoun 
Castle, and took Janet Little there as 
dairymaid. When her husband died after 
just a year's marriage, Mrs. Dunlop came to 
stay at Loudoun Castle with her widowed 
daughter. Mrs. Dunlop persuaded her 
poetic milkmaid to send some of her poems to 
Burns, to visit him at Ellisland, and 
subscribed for a copy of her poems when 
Mrs. Dunlop arranged for them to be 

Annan Ladies at St. Andrew's Night 

published by John Wilson in Kilmarnock in 
1792. Burns was not particularly impressed 
by Janet Little. Her ode 'On Robert Burns' 
began: 

Fair fa' the honest rustic swain 
The pride o' a' our Scottish plain. 

'A very ingenious but modest 
composition' commented Burns. 

A later local versifier (Gavin Lawson, 
born Darvel 1845) offered a rather more 
effective compliment when he made the 
Spirit of Burns proclaim: 

Th_ough chained by Death, my spirit still 
1s free, 

In many a home, in many a heart I live. 

This last line serves to emphasise an 
important conclusion to all that has been 
remarked about Robert Burns' links with 
Loudoun. These contemporaries in a 
neighbouring parish. men and women of 
different social classes, were each' deeply 
impressed by his personality and his poetry, 
as so many of their successors have been. 

Leh to right: Mrs. M. Hyslop (Past President), Mrs. M. J. Smith (Vice-President}, Mrs. S. Morrin, 
(President), George Anderson (Federation Publicity Officer) and Mrs. Sally Knight (Secretary}. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Maxwell, if here you merit crave 
WILLIAM MAXWELL TO ROBERT BURNS, by Professor RoBERT D. THORNTON. John Donald 
Publishers Ltd., Edinburgh. pp. 263. £10.00. 

Association with Robert Burns has, of itself, 
earned immortality for many men and 
women, and the closer they stood to this 
brightest light in the firmament the more they 
have been illumined for posterity. Some of 
them have been the subject of biographies in 
their own right, and this is an aspect of Burns 
scholarship which would seem to offer 
almost endless scope. It seems all the more 
surprising, therefore, that we have had to 
wait till now for a thorough examination of 
the life and times in general of Dr. William 
Maxwell and, in particular, his relationship 
with Bums. 

William Maxwell is, at one and the same 
time, one of the most colourful and enigmatic 
characters to move in Burns' circle. Most of 
the standard works on the poet acknowledge 
that his last child, born as the funeral was in 
progress, was named Maxwell after the 
doctor who attended the poet as he lay dying. 
Until now the most accurate, if brief, account 
of Dr. William Maxwell was that contained 
in McDowall's History of Dumfries and it 
was on this that Henley and Henderson, in 
the Centenary Edition of The Poetry of 
Rohen Burns (1896) wrote: 

'Dr. William Maxwell. son of a noted 
Jacobite, James Maxwell of Kirkconnell. 
was born in 1760. He was educated at 
the Jesuits· College at Dinant. and after· 
wards studied medicine at Paris. In 
1792 he started a London Subscription 
for the French Jacobins. and he is the 
Englishman (sic) said in Burke's speech 
(28th December 1792) to have ordered 
three thousand daggers at Birmingham. 
As a National Guard he was present at 
the execution of Louis XVI. and is 
reported to have dipped his handkerchief 

in the King's blood. When Burns wrote, 
he had just returned to Scotland and 
started a practice in Dumfries. Burns 
and he became fast friends. He attended 
Burns during the last illness, when the 
dying man presented him with his pistols. 
He died 13th October 1834.' 

The canard of the handkerchief dipped in 
the blood of the executed king seems to rest 
on the fact that many of the rabble present at 
the execution did so in a wave of mass 
hysteria, but it is exceedingly unlikely that 
Maxwell stooped so low. He was, however, 
one of the National Guard officers who 
escorted Louis from the Temple to the Place 
de la Revolution and stood by the guilllotine. 
His was the eye-witness account which 
formed the basis for Oelsner's graphic 
account of the king' execution. Similarly 
the tale of the daggers has more than a grain 
of truth in it, though it was distorted by Burke 
for political ends. Maxwell ?ame to 
England with a view to purchasmg some 
20,000 daggers, and also carbines .for t~e 
revolutionaries, but the storm which his 
Jacobin activities raised-including a 
splendidly libellous expose in The Sun as a 
kind of'public enemy number one', led him 
to withdraw from the country without effect
ing the purchase of more than a handful of 
dirks (and even then it seems he was grossly 
overcharged). Nevertheless, he was known 
ever afterwards in some quarters as 'Dagger' 
Maxwell. 

Other historians have been less accurate, 
sometimes referring to him as Dr. James 
Maxwell (confusing him with his father). 
Even when they get the first name right they 
tend to get muddled by the three William 



Maxwells in Dumfries at the same time-a 
physician, a surgeon and a nailer. They 
have sought refuge from the facts in the lurid 
stories which clung to poor Maxwell from his 
days in Paris at the outbreak of the 
Revolution. 

In 1793 he returned to his native land and 
settled in Dumfries where he had a general 
practice. It was then that he made the 
acquaintance of Burns, a man whose own 
flirtation with republicanism produce the 
curiously parallel story of the carronades 
purchased for presentation to the revolution
aries. Similar in age and outlook it is hardly 
surprising that the two should become close 
friends. The circumstances in which they 
met and became friends are not known. 
Thornton examines the possibilities of their 
having met at Kirkconnell some time after 
1786, when the poet was at Ellisland, but 
rules this out on the grounds that William 
Maxwell was hardly ever at home during that 
period. James Maxwell possessed a copy of 
the poems which he may have purchased on 
the instigation of Bishop Geddes in 
Edinburgh. This Roman Catholic prelate 
was a firm admirer of Burns and corres
ponded with the poet and that this admiration 
was mutual is well attested in Bums' own 
letters. Thornton postulates that Burns may 
actually have met William Maxwell in 
Edinburgh at the home ofBishop Geddes. It 
is a tempting possibility but Thornton wisely 
retreats from this with 'accounts of both 
Robert Bums and William Maxwell are 
already as full as eggs of such conjecture for 
one to fancy more.' 

Thereafter their paths were not to cross for 
eight years. Not, in fact, till after Maxwell 
had settled in Dumfries in 1793 as junior 
partner to Dr. John Gilchrist. Maxwell was 
to continue in practice in that town for forty 
years and before he retired in his seventies he 
was to bring the town through the dreadful 
cholera epidemic of 1832. He lived at 
Troqueer Holm on the Maxwelltown side of 
the Nith, within walking distance of his busy 
practice in the town. It is thought that he 
met (or renewed his acquaintanceship with) 
Bums some time in the spring of 1794-
again, the exact place and date of their 

meeting was not recorded by either of them. 
By September of that year, however, Burns 
could write of Maxwell as 'my most intimate 
friend'. Thornton is of the opinion that the 
two probably met in March and were 
introduced by John Syme who was a friend of 
both and shared their political sentiments. 

The repressive legislation adopted in 
Britain in May 1794 and the harsh realities of 
the war with France made things difficult for 
'Gallicans' like Maxwell and Burns and 
increasingly they turned to each other. 
Anyone sympathising with the egalitarian 
principles of the French Revolution was 
branded as a French spy, not only by the 
Establishment but by the numerous ultra
patriotic clubs that sprang up all over the 
country. In Dumfries they were known as 
the Loyal Natives, the highlight of whose 
programme was a dinner and ball on the 
King's birthday. One of them penned some 
verses to mark the occasion and included the 
following lines: 

Ye Sons of Sedition, give ear to {IlY song, 
Let Syme, Burns and Maxwell pervade 

every throng, 
With Cracken, the attorney, and 

Mundell, the quack, 
Send Willie, the monger, to hell with a 

smack. 

Burns was not the man to take this lying 
down. He swiftly retorted with: 

Ye true 'Loyal Natives' attend to my 
song: 

In uproar and riot rejoice the night long, 
From Envy and Hatred your core is 

exempt, 
But where is your shield from the darts of 

Contempt? 

Shortly afterwards the Dumfries 
Volunteers were formed. The right-wing 
complexion of this corps (to judge from the 
founder members) was soon diluted as 
liberals and democrats flocked to its ranks to 
demonstrate their patriotism, and in this 
wave of national fervour Syme, Lewars, 
Mundell and Bums himself enlisted. Burns 
was no rank and file member, either, but a 
member of the Committee of Management, a 
man who soon made his presence felt in the 
deliberations of the Volunteers and authored 
their anthem: 
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Who will not sing God Save the King 
Shall hang as high's the steeple; 
But while we sing, God Save the King, 
We'll ne'er forget The People! 

William Maxwell's name was conspicu
ous by its absence from the roll of members. 
He remained true to his principles while 
lesser men compromised theirs. How far 
did this affect the friendship between Burns 
and Maxwell? Not at all. Maxwell had the 
good sense to realise that Bums' position in 
the town, as an exciseman if nothing else, 
was in jeopardy. He himself, however, 
could afford the luxury of being different in 
those difficult and dangerous times. There
after Maxwell continued to be the poet's 
'most intimate friend' as well as the medical 
practitioner who attended the Bums family. 
Professor Thornton is at his most perceptive 
in the passage where he summarises the 
contrasts between the two men-their 
religions, birthplaces, family backgrounds, 
attitudes towards hunting-even their tastes 
in alcohol-all were fundamentally and 
diametrically opposite. If there is, in truth, 
no such thing as an attraction of opposites, 
what drew them together? 

Their profession respectively of Catholic
ism and Presbyterianism conceals a paradox. 
Both were dis-enchanted by the rigid 

fonnalism of their respective religions and 
found much common ground in this. Instinc
tively each loved his fellow men; each in his 
broad toleration made lasting friends of 
ministers in the other's faith-at a time when 
religious bigotry and blind fanaticism were at 
their height. Both were romantics, dreamy 
J acobites and impracticable men of business. 
Both were inclined towards sexual way
wardness, in an age of promiscuity, both 
enjoyed music and the drama, and had an 
avid curiosity for literature of all kinds. And 
then there was their political feelings and 
their special bond provided by daggers and 
carronades for the French. 

Maxwell's friendship was demonstrated 
long after the poet was dead. It was Maxwell 
who played a leading role in arranging for the 
publication of the first biography and 
supplied Currie with the account of his last 
illness and death; it was Maxwell who did 
most for Jean and the bairns; and Maxwell 
was heavily involved in the plans for the 
Mausoleum. Robert Thornton has indeed 
performed a valuable service in transforming 
what was hitherto little more than a hotch
potch of fragmentary anecdote into a fascinat
ing account of this enigmatic figure, and 
unravelling the intricacies of his relationship 
with Scotland's foremost poet. 

A New Look at the Highland Mary Legend 
BuRNs AND HIGHLAND MARv, by Yvo:>.'NE H. STEVENSON. T. M. Gemmel and Son Ltd., Ayr. 
£3.00. 

Too late for inclusion in last year's 
Chronicle came details of this book, in the 
form of a review written by the authoress 
herself. I mentioned in my Editorial last 
year that I hoped to review this book in the 
198 l Chronicle, but all attempts to secure a 
copy-including an appeal to Miss Stevenson 
herself-have failed. In reply to my enquiry 
Miss Stevenson informs me that the book 
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was produced in a limited edition of only 
250. I assume that this edition is exhausted 
so there would appear to be little point in 
publicising a work which is no longer 
available. Curiously enough, the Ewart 
Library in Dumfries, normally noted for the 
comprehensive nature of its collection of 
works relating to Burns, does not possess a 
copy so I was unable to prepare a review 



based on a sight of it there. I am therefore 
faced with a dilemma. If I ignore the book 
altogether I would be failing in my duty as 
chronicler of everything pertinent to Burns 
and the Burns movement, but it is clearly 
impossible for me to exercise literary 
licence to the point ofinventing things to say. 

I can do no other than to quote the 
Foreword to the book by W. H. Dunlop, 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer to the 
Trustees of the Burns Monument, who 
states: 'The author of Bums and His Bonnie 
Jean (1967) has now delved deeply into the 
life of Mary Campbell and has discovered 
enough evidence in print to write a most 
interesting book connecting Bums with his 
Highland Mary proving that Mary 
Campbell's death was due innocently to the 
malignant fever she contracted while nursing 
her sick brother Robert; and that she did not 
die in childbirth as suggest by many 
authors to provide a more sex-sensational 
end to her short life and to reflect adversely 

on Burns in certain directions. The author is 
widely known in literary circles in British 
Columbia, throughout Canada and in north
west U.S.A. Her book is short but the 
material is sound, the story well-expressed 
and good reading. It is with great pleasure 
that I recommend Bums and Highland 
Mary to all Burns lovers as a welcome 
addition to· already full bookshelves.' 

To this I can only add Miss Stevenson's 
own words: 'I have to admit that the book is 
short but this is because I resolutely declined 
to resort to fictional techniques that would 
have padded it to greater length. I wanted 
this book to be of use to future students and 
researchers and had I resorted to the fictional 
devices of the late James Barke in his series 
of Bums books, I would have felt that 
biographical integrity would have been 
sacrificed.' 

Whatever its literary merit, this is clearly a 
rare book which the dedicated Burns 
bibliophile will wish to secure at all costs. 

Of Rusty Bikes and Skelpit Bums 

THRICE To SHOW YE, by J. K. ANNAND. Macdonald Publishers, Edgerfield Road, 
Loanhead, Midlothian. pp. 48. £1.95. 

This is J. K. Annand's third collection of 
verse for children-and everyone who has 
ever been a child for that matter. By a 
curious coincidence this volume arrived in 
the post along with a letter from G. K. 
Murray of Bearsden lamenting the fact that 
the Chronicle never seems to contain any
thing written in the Lallans (other than 
poetry). 'I do feel that if our bairns are to 
savour Bums to the full, much of his poetry 
will be meaningless unless they have some 
working knowledge of the medium.' I am 
not sure to what extent the occasional piece 
of Doric prose in these pages is going to help 
children to a better understanding of their 
native tongue, let alone the works of Bums. 
On the other hand I can heartily recommend 

J. K. Annand's latest volume. The verses 
are short and easily learned; indeed, they are 
the kind of poems that take little or no trouble 
to assimilate and such is the economy and 
power of his writing that these poems will be 
recited for many years to come. 

Lowland Scots is a very musical language 
and it is probably for this reason that it is so 
well-suited to poetry. At least it seems that 
writers in this tongue prefer verse to prose, 
and in this medium their work stands a better 
chance of immortality. 

Lest anyone think that poetry is esoteric or 
effete, Mr. Annand will rapidly correct that 
impression. The children in this book are 
not Little Lord Fauntleroys, nor even Oor 
Wullies, but real weans with rusty bikes, 
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grannies and skelpt bums, living real lives in 
the present day. They have their own 
attitude to authority, to school, to each 
other-and a no less pertinent view of the 
habits of the hippopotamus: 

The Hippo-pippo-potamus 
Likes sprauclin in the glaur, 
Maks sic a soss and slaister 
As I wad never daur. 
The Hippo-pippo-potamus 
Wad drive my mither gyte 
But Missis Hippopotamus 
Wad never think to flyte. 
But if I plowtered in the glaur 
And cam hame black's the !um 
I'd get an awfu tellin-aff 
As weel's a skelpit bum. 

J. K. Annand has an unerring instinct 
for a child's eye view of life and a rare 
command of the language. He has a 

deft manner of taking the homeliest of 
subjects-Puddock-stuils, Mince and 
Tatties, Havers and Heid the Baa-and 
distilling the quintessence out of them in 
these delightful little poems. The title 
indicates that this is the third part of a 
trilogy, and it is certainly well up to the 
standard of the previous volumes, Sing it 
Aince for Pleisure and Twice for Joy, 
with their rare insights into the world of 
children, where irreverence, mischief, 
wonder, sadness and happiness run 
helter-skelter together. In 1979 J. K. 
Annand was given a special Scottish 
Arts Council Award for his contribution 
to Scottish poetry. May we offer here 
our congratulations and wish him more· 
power to his pen. 

All you ever wanted to know, but 
were afraid to ask 

THE BURNS ENCYCLOPEDIA, by MAURICE LINDSAY. Robert Hale, London and St. Martin's Press, 
New York. pp. 426+xii, and 16 plates. £9.50. 

According to the blurb on the dust-jacket this 
book was described as 'A must for Bums 
lovers' when it was first published in 
Bicentenary Year. Strangely the Chronicle 
itself was silent, the celebrations themselves 
occupying much of the edition that year. 
Even stranger still, no review of this 
Encyclopedia appeared in the Chronicle 
following the publication of the second 
edition in 1970. For Mr. Lindsay and his 
publishers it must now be a case of third time 
lucky. 

What is there that one can say about such 
a magnificent and thorough work as this? I 
can only echo that unnamed reviewer who 
greeted the first edition so effusively more 
than twenty years ago. Time has not 
withered its crispness and charm. The 
author has taken the opportunity to tidy up 
the text here and there and add a section 
incorporating new material in the light of 
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recent researches by Professor Thornton and 
Dr. Gilchrist, neither of them strangers to the 
readers of the Chronicle. 

As the name implies, this book consists of 
articles and short pieces arranged in 
alphabetical order, from Aberdeen (which 
Bums visited on 9th September 1787) to the 
Rev. Walter Young (1745-1814), the 
minister of Erskine Parish Church whom 
Ramsay of Ochtertyre introduced Burns by 
letter, when the poet was anxious to learn 
more about Highland music. Ramsay of 
Ochtertyre, himself, merits three columns of 
close print. In short, everyone and every 
place associated with Burns, no matter how 
indirectly, has found a place in this volume 
and their connection with him is microscopi
cally analysed while the background details 
and biographical notes are indispensable to 
anyone reading the poems and letters. 
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Putting the Bard on the Map 
THE RoBERT BURNs MAP, by J. F. T. THOMSON. John Bartholomew & Son Ltd., Edinburgh. 
£1.00. 

Of the making of maps and charts of the 
Burns Country there is seemingly no end, but 
this latest offering from Bartholomew's is 
decidedly the best yet. Designed as a wall 
hanging, it has eighteen full-colour views of 
places and landmarks associated with Burns, 
both Skirving and Nasmyth portraits, the 
title page and prospectus of the Kilmarnock 
Edition, a bird's eye view of Kilmarnock in 
the time of Burns, a map of the Burns 
Country and a thumb-nail map ofBritain, the 
purpose of which eludes me but may be 
intended to show where Scotland or the 
Burns Country are in relation to the British 

Altrincham and Sale District St. Andrew's Society 

Isles in general. 
So far so good, but nothing that has not 

been done many times before. What gives 
this map its special cachet is the admirable 
text by Jock Thomson, both scholarly and 
readable, comprehensive yet concise. First 
published in 1976, I make no excuse for 
bringing this item once again before readers 
of the Chronicle. Here, in a nutshell. are the 
facts-accurate to the last detail. Every 
Burnsian household should have one nailed 
to the wall for easy and constant reference, to 
dispel the myths and half-truths and the 
mistakes which persist and are perpetuated. 

Cutting the cake to celebrate the Society's 21st Birthday were W. Fitzpatrick and President Mrs. 
Margaret Gillespie; looking on are Pipe-Sergeant John Bowen, George Booth and Pipe-major R. Lyle. 
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A Toast to the London (Ontario) Bums Club 

In August nineteen seventy-nine 
1be delegates gathered, the weather was fine 
In the Co-ed Room at Delaware Hall 
We registered-but that wasn't all, 
For the London Club had done their best 
To make a Conference we'd ne'er forget. 
They've done just that you'll all agree 
With colour, pomp and pageantry. 
So here's to London a well-earned toast, 
And thanks again to a wonderful host. 

J. HANLEY 
Galt Bums Club 

Eglinton Burns Club Annual Dinner, 17th January 1980 
left to right: Treasurer Willie Lockhart who later addressed the Haggis, S. K. Gaw who proposed the 
'Immortal Memory', Provost Matt Brown of Cunninghame Dvstrict, and Bill Nolan who toasted 'The 
lasses'. 
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GIE HER A HAGGIS! 
by David McGregor 

HAGGIS AND WHISKY are the accepted main ingredients for many, but not all, Burns 
Suppers. Recently, these two Scots worthies joined forces in Perth and between them, 

raised two hundred and thirty pounds for the Jean Armour Burns Houses, Mauchline. The 
occasion was the Annual Scottish Meat Traders Fair. 

The moving force behind this profitable union was Mr.John D. Hamilton, now President of 
the Glasgow and District Burns Association. The norm at the Fair is to hold a 'best sausage' 
competition. This time, it was decided that the search would be for the supreme Haggis. Not 
too many of the species were expected to be entered-but in excess of two hundred of the 
'Great Chieftain' were presented for judging! 

The immense task of tasting and placing in order of merit, fell to the entire membership of 
the Perth Burns Club, heroically led into battle, by their President, Mr. Hamish D. McLaren. 
At the end of the day, the winning Haggis was found to be a native of Dingwall, bred by Mr. 
Jock McCallum. An entry from Falkirk Co-operative Society was runner up and E. Liddell 
and Sons, Buckhaven, produced the 'beastie' which took third place. 

The entire show was sponsored by the Perth whisky firm of John Dewar & Sons Ltd., who 
generously raffied a bottle of whisky, every hour, on the hour, for a charity. When this was 
first proposed, it was then that John Hamilton suggested that the money should go to the Jean 
Armour Bums Houses. 

Before the presentation of the prizes, a Haggis was addressed in traditional style by Mr. 
Adam Dalgeish, a member of Glasgow Haggis Club. The main prizes and Certificates were 
then presented by Mr. George Anderson, President of the Glasgow and District Burns 
Association. In his remarks, Mr. Anderson warmly thanked the Meat Traders Federation, 
Dewar's whisky representatives, including the two lovely girls who sold the raffie tickets, for 
the opportunity of being present and participating in such a successful event and for the 
generosity of all present to the Houses in Mauchline. Aye, it's great to think how the feeling 
of well-being, brought about by whisky and haggis, can make folk part wi' their siller, when it's 
for a good cause! It's no' such a bad combination, is it? 

Jock McCallum in victory pose with J . M. 
Moore, Sales Director of Dewar's and 
Mesdames M. Johnston and A. Kittles, tour 
guides at Dewar's blending and bottling plant, 
lnveralmond, Perth. Photo: Coper& Co., Perth 

Comedian Stu Francis clutches the haggis as the 
other runners look on. Also in the group are 
George Diggle (kneeling, left) and K. Platt of 
Bolton Burns Club (centre). 
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Dr. Jim Connor 
demonstrating the 
latest Scottish 
sport-haggis-hurling. 

Copyright 
London Free Press, 

Ontario 

Scout Leader 
George Diggle 
presents the Haggis 
at Bolton Bums 
Club Anniversary 
Dinner. K. Platt 
(President), 
G. Moyes (Toast
master) and 
Abe Train toast the 
Haggis after its epic 
journey. 



Fair fa' your honest, sonsie Face 

QNE MIGHT be forgiven for thinking that 
we have just been experiencing Inter

national Year of the Haggis, judging by the 
amount of exposure our national pudding has 
had of late. First, there was Terry Wogan 
on Radio Two who triggered off a spate of 
pro- and anti-haggis jokes from his listeners 
(who probably welcomed this as a change 
from his campaign to popularise a certain 
form of female undergarment invented by 
that arch women's-libber, Amelia Bloomer). 
As a fellow Celt he should have known 
better, but for weeks on end listeners to his 
early morning programme were regaled with 
tales of haggis-hunting on the windswept 
moors, and of how one rash sportsman 
followed a wounded haggis into the bushes to 
finish it off, but was counter-attacked by the 
puir beast, eyes ablaze and spitting oatmeal 
and lights at him, and was only saved in the 
nick of time by the intervention ofFanshawe
Smythe who finally despatched the brute 
with twin blasts from his Purdie. 

Doubtless as a reaction against the 
plebeian ongauns of Billy Connolly and his 
wellie-hurling contests, haggis-hurling has 
become fashionable and a bid to have this 
sport included in the Olympics was only 
foiled because the Americans and the 
Russians could not agree whether it was a 
winter or summer event. In the end, haggis
hurling failed to make it either at Lake Placid 
or Moscow-yet another instance of the 
political wranglings of the Superpowers 
intervening in the world of sport. We are led 
to believe, however, that north of the Forty
ninth Parallel haggis-hurling is rapidly 
ousting curling and we have here a 
photograph of Dr. Jim Connor to prove it. 

If haggis isn't yet in the Guinness Book of 
Records it soon will be. During the past 
year we have had the world's biggest haggis, 
Kerr Little of Dumfries broke all previous 
records for haggis exports (over a ton), and 
the Scottish Federation of Meat Traders' 
Associations decided that Jock McCallum 

bred the best haggis. The haggis-rearing 
contest was staged at Perth in October 1979 
and the appropriate liquid prizes were 
provided by John Dewar & Sons Ltd. The 
competition attracted no fewer than 280 
contestants. 

Though haggises in the prime of life have 
been known to travel as much as a mile a day 
under their own steam, this was also the year 
of the epic journey for these plucky creatures 
(no pun intended). Arguably some of the 
best haggises come from Dumfries (I have to 
say this because I live there) and it was thus 
that some of the Doonhamer sub-species 
were selected for the first Haggathon (or 
haggis marathon) which took place in 
January 1980. 

The event was dreamed up by George 
Diggle Jr., son of those prominent Bolton 
Bumsians, George and Ina Diggle, and 
therefore the Bolton Bums Club was brought 
in to help the 41 st Bolton Scout Troop raise 
money for two of the local hospitals. This 
resulted in a sponsored run which brought the 
haggis from Dumfries to Bolton in time for 
the Anniversary Dinner. Running five-mile 
stretches at a time, the 10-man team 
completed the 150 miles from Dumfries to 
the Ukrainian Club in Bolton in a fantastic 19 
hours. The haggis-humpers of Bolton 
received a heroes' welcome as hundreds 
turned out to cheer them home. George 
Diggle and comedian Stu Francis ran the last 
five-mile lap. The haggis was carried by the 
runners in a rucksack and arrived in Bolton 
without so much as a bruise, but just in case 
of accidents a 'back-up' haggis travelled 
more sedately by van. For once, the haggis 
was not paraded into the Dinner by the chef; 
instead that honour went to George Diggle, 
whose efforts had raised £1, 100. A cheque 
for that sum was handed over to the 
Chairman of the Health Authority, Mr. 
Redgate, who was one of the principal guests 
at the Burns Dinner. 

J. A. M. 
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Cunninghame Gets Provost's Medal 

AT A MEETING of Cunninghame 
District Council on 28th February 

1980 a medallion was presented by Mr. 
James Wilson, President of the Irvine Burns 
Club and Chairman of the Clement Wilson 
Foundation. The medallion will be used by 
provosts of the district on civic and public 
occasions. 

Mr. Wilson referred to the fact that the still 
relatively new Cunninghame District 
contained many separate communities, large 
and small, each with its own proud history 
and traditions. Each of these communities 
had and still has a sense of identity and 
common purpose, symbolised by such 
intangible things as heraldic arms, traditional 
titles and marks of office. The Club and the 
Foundation believed that a similar sense of 
identity and common purpose had already 
begun to emerge among the new 
Cunninghame community and that these 
would grow as time passed. They were 
therefore pleased when the District Council 

adopted arms which are representative not 
only of the ancient Cunninghame, but also of 
the separate parts of the new Cunninghame. 
They were also pleased when the District 
Council adopted a motto for Cunninghame
' Sense and Worth' -a quotation from Burns' 
poem celebrating the brotherhood of man. 

They were also pleased when the District 
Council revived the ancient title of Provost 
All these decisions show a respect for 
tradition and continuity which the Club and 
the Foundation share with many others. 
They now wished to donate to the Council a 
medallion, incorporating the new civic arms, 
for the use of the Provosts on public 
occasions. It was their hope that the 
medallion would in time become a symbol of 
the essential unity and common purpose of 
the new Cunninghame District. 

Provost Brown accepted the medallion on 
behalf of the District Council and thanked 
the Club and the Foundation for their 
generous gift. 

Speakers and Guests at the Peterhead Burns Supper; Club President C. B. Kelman in centre holding a 
programme. 
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Courtesy Coventry Evening Telegraph 

George Mudie (President of the Tam o' Shanter Burns Club) handing over to the Lord Mayor of 
Coventry, Councillor Harry Richards, the keys to the second mini-bus supplied by the Club to the 
Robert Burns School for Handicapped Children in Coventry. James McCaw (Club Secretary) is on the 
right. The Club has a special fund solely for taxing, insuring and servicing these buses. 

Tam o' Shanter Bums Club 
Schoolchildren's Competition, 1979-80 

THE CLUB organised a Burns Schoolchildren's Competition this year, open to all 
schools in the Coventry area. This attracted 73 entries in age groups ranging from 6 to 

16, and included recitations, essays, singing and drawings. The Robert Burns School for 
Handicapped Children entered a choir of mixed age group. 

A total of £103 was expended on prizes. Volumes ofBurns's poems and certificates were 
presented to the winners by Mr. G . Mudie, President of the Tam o' ShanterClub. The event 
was supported by the junior pipers of the Standard Triumph Motors British Legion pipe band, 
led by Pipe Major J. Tudhope, and the dancers of the Coventry Caledonian Society. The 
Committee hope to enlarge the competition next yer by including an instrumentalist section. 
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THE BURNS FEDERATION 
l'<ST!TUTFD 1885 

Hon. Presidents 
Mrs. S. G. BAILLIE, 38 Gordon Stree, Balwyn, E.8, Victoria, Australia 
ALEX. JOHNSTONE, J.P., CH.ENG., F.J.PROD.E., 41 Benwerrin Ave., Carss Park, 

Blakehurst, N.S.W. 
WILLIAM J. OLIVER, 2 Bellevue Street Dunedin, New Zealand 
Mrs. M. COULSON, 10 Queensberry Court, Dumfries 
G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, Rotherham 
ALEXANDER C. CooK, 9 School Terrace, Coalsnaughton, Tillicoultry 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o McLeod, Cairnston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
Mrs. Y. W. BROOM, 12 Whitecotes Lane, Chesterfield S40 3HL 
J. D. MCBAIN, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland 
DOUGLAS SMALL, 36 Abernethy Road, Barnhill, Dundee 
BRUCE McGuFF, 16 Wood Row, Gorebridge, Midlothian 
JOHN W. BEGG, LL.B., 16 Dobroyd Parade, Haberfield, N.S.W.2045, Australia 
R. DICKSON JoHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Mrs. W. G. STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Clackmannanshire 
GEORGE LARGE, 67 Laburnam Road, Leicester LE6 IFS 
The Hon. Dr. GRANT MACEWAN, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Officials 
Presidents: 
1979-1980 SAMUEL K. GAW, 66 Bank Street, Irvine KAl2 OLP 
1980-1981 Mrs. MOLLIE RENNIE, 3 Kintore Tower, Cambuslang, Glasgow 
Senior Vice-President-JOHN KIDD, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross KYl3 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer-]. F. T. THOMSON, M.B.E., M.A., F.L.A., Dick 

Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock KAI 3BU 
Schools Competitions-JAMES GLASS, M.A., 31 Glenconner Road, Ayr KA7 3HF 
Hon. Legal Adviser-Scarr I. GALT, LLB., 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow G 12 OPQ 
Publicity Officer-GEORGE ANDERSON, 49 Upper Bourtree Drive, Burnside, 

Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 4EJ (Tel. 041-634 3618) 
Hon. Editor-JAMES A. MACKAY, M.A., 11 Newall Terrace, Dumfries DG 1 I LN 

Past-Presidents 

ALBERT w. FINLAYSON, M.A., F.E.l.S., East Gallaberry, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries 
DGI ISY 

A. C. W. TRAIN, 71 Woodside Cres., Newmains, Lanarkshire 
R. A. B. McLAREN, J 1 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh EH9 2NB 
JAMES E. INGLIS, 'Glentress,' 13 Halloughton Road, Southwell, Notts NG25 OLP 
CHARLES C. EASTON, F.S.A., 55 Rosehill Drive, Aberdeen 
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Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o C. J. McLeod, Caimston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
DANIEL J. MclLDOWIE, J.P., 'Invermay,' Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ROBERT DONALDSON, 36 Deanwood Avenue, Muirend, Glasgow G44 
Dr. JOHN I. TAYLOR, M.B., CH.B., 70 Bolehill Lane, Crookes, Sheffield SlO lSB 
GEORGE VALLANCE, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, Cumnock KAIS 3LD 
Dr. J. s. MONTGOMERIE, M.B., CH.B., D.T.M.&H., F.S.A., Woodside, 62 Murray 

Crescent, Lamlash, Arran 
W. J. KING-GILLIES, 'The Lomonds,' Cupar Road, Auchtermuchty, Fife 
H. GEORGE MCKERROW, J.P., Whiterne, 61 Albert Road, Dumfries DG2 9DL 

District Representatives 

I. Ayrshire: ALAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 
J. INGLIS, 16 Berry Drive, Irvine 
Mrs. E. LOGAN, 14 Rowanhill Place, Kilmarnock 
Mrs. A. GAW, 66 Bank Street, Irvine KA12 OLP 

II. Edinburgh: T. D. MCILWRAITH, 8 Silverknowes Bank, Edinburgh 
EH45PD 

G. HENDERSON LAING, 50 Marionville Drive, Edinburgh 
EH76BW 

DAVID Scosrn, 23 Barleyknowe Terrace, Gorebridge 
III. Glasgow: R. DICKSON JoHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helens burgh, 

Dunbartonshire 
ARCHIE MCARTHUR, 22 Bucklaw Terrace, Glasgow G52 

IV. Dunbartonshire and Argyll: JOHN YoUNG, 'Jonado,' Round Riding 
Road, Dumbarton 

V. Fife: 
VI. Lanarkshire: T. N. PATERSON, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw 

R. B. CLELAND, 16 McClure Court, Motherwell 
VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders: 

VIII. West Lothian: 
IX. Renfrewshire: ROBERT MILLER, F.S.A.SCOT., 11 Murdieston Street, 

Greenock PA15 4DT 
X. Stirling, C/ackmannan and West Perth Shires: 

Mrs. W. G. STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Clackman
nanshire FKIO 2QA 

J. M. NICOL, 17 Polmaise Crescent, Fallin, Stirlingshire 
Alex C. Cook, 9 School Terrace, Coalsnaughton, Tillicoultry, 

Clackmannanshire 
XI. Tayside Region: JOHN KIDD, Little Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross KY13 

7QJ 
XII. Northern Scottish Counties: DOUGLAS W. CRUICKSHANK, 1 Baillies

wells Drive, Bieldside, Aberdeen 
XIII. Southern Scottish Counties: HUGH CUNNINGHAM, Carrick Lea, 99 

Edinburgh Road, Dumfries 
Mrs. S. KNIGHT, 17 Greenlea Road, 

Annan, Dumfriesshire 
XIV. London and South-Eastern England: W. A. D. NEISH, 66 Galbraith 

Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6F 
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XV. · North East England: MALCOLM McLEAN MAIR, 108 Tunstall Road, 
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear 

XVI. Nor1h West England: Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, 'Dinarth', 16 Half Edge 
Eccles, Manchester M30 9GJ 

XVII. Yorkshire: JAMES PARNHAM, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, Leeds, 
LSS 2QT 

J. DAVIE, 11 Cornfield Avenue, Oakes, Huddersfield 
XVIII. North and East Midlands: G. W. BURNETI, 40 Brecks Lane, Rother

ham, Yorkshire 

XIX. 
xx. 

XXI. 
XXII. 

XXIII. 
XXIV. 

xxv. 

LEW W. REID, 'Lea Rig,' 152 Lea Road, Gainsborough, Lines. 
DN121AN 

Mrs. J. A. IRVINE, 'Ulvescroft,' 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, 
Rotherham, Yorkshire 

West Midlands of England: 
South Western England: 
Wales: 
Ireland: 
Africa: 
Australia: D. J. MclLoowrn, Inverrnay, Doune Road, Dunblane, 

Perthshire 
New Zealand: WILLIAM Scorr, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, 

Lanarkshire 
XXVL Canada: 

XXVII. India: 
XXVIII. U.S.A.: MARVIN D. MCQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East 

Fifth, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 
XXIX. Europe: Mrs. M. CouLsoN, 10 Queensberzy Court, Dumfries 

Sue-COMMITTEES 
Finance: Mr. H. G. McKerrow (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs. R. Dick

son Johnstone, D. J. Mclldowie, A. Train, Lew Reid, R. B. Cleland, G. Anderson 
and A. W. Finlayson. 

Memorials: Mr. Sam Gaw (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. 
A. Gaw, Messrs. G. W. Burnett, J. E. Inglis, H. Cunningham, R. A. B. 
McLaren, W. Scott, D. J. Mclldowie, C. C. Easton, T. D. Mcllwraith. A. 
Stoddart, John Inglis, D. Smith and A. McArthur. 

Literature: Mr. C. C. Easton (ConPener), Mrs. W. G. Stewart, Mrs. J. Bur
goyne, Mrs. M. Irvine, Messrs. G. W. Burnett, James E. Inglis, A. W. Finlayson, 
A. Train, J. Davie, J. Pamham, M. Mair, G. Anderson, G. H. Laing, J. M. 
Nicol, J. A. Mackay, T. N. Paterson, J. Glass and D. W. Ogilvie. 

Schools: Mr. J. Glass (Com'ener), Mrs. S. Knight, Mrs. M. Irvine, Mrs. T. D. 
Dunlop, Messrs. A. W. Finlayson, G. W. Burnett, R. A. B. McLaren, T. D. 
Mcilwraith, C. C. Easton, D. W. Ogilvie, A. Train, D. Scobie, J. Young, A. C. 
Cook and A. Kidd. 

Auditors 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 
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AsSOCIATE MEMBERS AT 30/4/80 = 164 

AssOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1979/80 

William Watt, 12 Sherwood Avenue, Happy Valley, South Australia 5159. 
G. McRobb, 26 Miller Avenue, Ashburton, New Zealand 
Mrs. Adrienne Reid, Flat 4, 30 Edgeware Road, St. Albans, Christchurch 
Mrs. Alice Cameron, 38 Kahu Road, Fendalton, Christchurch, New Zealand 
Miss Leila Bain, 30a Warden Street, Richmond, Christchurch, New Zealand 
Mr. James Blake, 109 Mackenzie Avenue, Opawa, Christchurch, New Zealand 
Mr. Colin Lewis, 30 Te Rama Place, Wainoni, Christchurch, New Zealand 
Raymond McGregor, Box 10, Luseland, Sask., Canada SOL 2AO 
Denovan Johnston, Kerrobert, Sask., Canada AOL 1RO. 
Mrs. Elma G. Cruickshank, 3 Clochrie Court, Locharbriggs, Dumfries 
Mrs. Flora Hay, 825 Charles Street, Aurora, Illinois, U.S.A. 60506 
Gordon Grant, Greyfriars Remainder Bookshop, 34 George IV Bridge, Edin-

burgh EHl lEN 
William Beaton, 79 Meadowlands Dr. W., Ottawo, Ontario, Canada 
James L. Roberts, 488 Catherine Street, Pembroke, Ontario, Canada 
Harry Hughes, 52 Ash Lane, Rustington, West Sussex 
Alan R. Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A. 
Mrs. E. McAdam, I Callendar Place, Hunters Avenue, Ayr 
Change of Address: Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Attwood, Royston, Herts.-now at 

25 Hatch Way, Kirtlinton, Oxford OX5 3JS 
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List of places at which the Annual Conference of the CoWJcil bas been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1924 Dumfries 1955 Edinburgh 
1894 Glasgow 1925 Edinburgh 1956 Cheltenham 
1895 Dundee 1926 Perth 1957 Aberdeen 
1896 Kilmarnock 1927 Derby 1958 Harrogate 
1897 Greenock 1928 Aberdeen 1959 Ayr 
1898 Mauchline 1929 Troon 1960 Glasgow 
1899 Dumfries 1930 Greenock 1961 Dumfries 
1900 Kilmarnock 1931 Ha wick 1962 Durham 
1901 Glasgow 1932 Stirling 1963 Stirling 
1902 Greenock 1933 London 1964 London 
1903 Edinburgh 1934 Glasgow 1965 Hamilton 
1904 Stirling 1935 Ayr and 1966 Troon 
1905 Hamilton Kilmarnock 1967 Sheffield 
1906 Kilmarnock 1936 Elgin 1968 Falkirk 
1907 Sunderland 1937 Newcastle- 1969 Southport 
1908 St. Andrews upon-Tyne 1970 Arbroath 
1909 Dunfermline 1938 Dumfries 1971 Coventry 
1910 Lanark 1940-46 Glasgow 1972 Aberdeen 
1911 Glasgow 1947 Dunoon 1973 Dumfries 
1912 Carlisle 1948 Stirling 1974 Edinburgh 
1913 Galashiels 1949 Mauchline 1975 Dundee 
1915-19 Glasgow 1950 Bristol 1976 Leeds 
1920 London 1951 Montrose 1977 Motherwell 
1921 Dunfermline 1952 Norwich 1978 Glasgow 
1922 Birmingham 1953 Paisley 1979 London, 
1923 Ayr 1954 Sheffield Ontario 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

1. Ayrsbire-40 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy .. 
45 Cumnock 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 'Howff', Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 

681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
772 Prestwick 
773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Englinton Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 Irvine Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencaim 
954 Newton, Ayr 
970 Dairy Bowling 
982 Garnock 
988 Darvel 
995 Drongan 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 

Secretary: Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

II. Edinburgh-29 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
187 Galashiels 
198 Gorebridge 
199 Newbattle 
212 Portobello 
239 Hawick 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balemo 
341 Leith 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 
516 The Airts Burns Club 
740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
839 Coldstrearn 
929 Bathgate 
942 Easthouse Miners' Welfare 
947 John Caimey Burns Oub 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Ladies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 

Secretary: G. Henderson-Laing, 50 Marrionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
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III. Glasgow-15 Clubs: 2 Members 
7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
642 Rutherglen 
938 Milton 

Secretary: Scott I. Galt, 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow 012 OPQ 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-5 Clubs: 1 Member 
2 Alexandria 580 Cumbrae 

10 Dumbarton 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton 082 4ER 

V. Fife-7 Clubs: 1 Member 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 

Secretary: 

688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

VI. Lanarkshire-21 Clubs: 2 Members 
20 Airdrie 

133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 

578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
637 Millheugh 
809 AIIanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 
961 Larkhall 
973 Salsburgh Miners 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 

VII. Renfrewshire-9 Clubs: 1 Member 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 748 Ouplaymuir 
209 Greenock St. John's 944 Alamo, Paisley 
430 Gourock 
Secretary: Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street, Greenock PAIS 
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VIII. Stirling, Oackmannan and West Perth Shires-29 Oubs: 3 Members 
4 Callander 725 Ben Cleuch, Tillicoultry 

37 Dollar 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
50 Stirling 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and 

116 Greenloaning West Perthshire 
126 Falkirk 850 Dollar Masonic 
426 Sauchie 865 Forester Arms 
469 Denny Cross 876 Tullibody Working Men's 
503 Dunblane Burns Club 
510 l.C.I., Grangemouth 895 Westerton Arms Burns Club 
543 Abbey Craig 902 Newmarket Bums Club 
630 Coalsnaughton 911 Borestone Bowling Club 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 923 Old Manor Burns Club 
657 Fallin Burns Club 925 Laurieston 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 935 Torbrex, Stirling 

993 Cambusbarron 
Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Alloa FKlO 2BA 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 

IX. 

42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

Tayside Regional Area-9 Clubs: 1 Member 
360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
659 Dundee Burns Society 
955 Gartwhinzean 

Secretary: Frank Curran, 250 Rosemount Road, Dundee DD2 3TG 

x. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member 
40 Aberdeen 

149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 

691 Inverness 
698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 
Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 

XI. Southern Scottish Counties-22 Oubs: 2 Members 
112 Dumfries Howff 626 Moffat and District 
217 Eskdale 629 Sanquhar 
226 Dumfries 660 The Langholm Ladies 
323 Kirkcudbright 693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 730 Wigtown 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 818 Dalbeattie and District 
437 Dumfries Ladies 916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
530 Southern Scottish Counties 924 S.C.T.A. 

B.C.A. 926 Rosamond 
536 Whithom 985 New Galloway 
562 Castle Douglas 990 Auldgirth 
589 Solway 
Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries DG2 OEH 
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XII. London and South-Eastern England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 
492 Harrow Cal. Soc. Society 
570 Scottish Clans Association of 743 Romford Scottish Association 

London 918 Dover and East Kent 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 952 Guildford 

Secretary: W. A. D. Neish, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6E 

XIII. North-Eastern England-11 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 
744 Durham and District Cal. 

Society 
745 Northumberland and Durham 

Cal. Soc. 

759 Sunderland and District Cal. 
Society 

796 Gateshead and District St. 
Andrew's Society 

898 Peterlee and District Cal. 
Society 

901 Cramington Burns Club 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 26 The Gardens, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay 

XIV. North-Western England-15 Clubs: 2 Members 

71 Carlisle 
95 Bolton 

236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 A!trincham and Sale Cal. Soc. 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

780 Isle of Man Cal. Society 
834 St. Andrews Society 

(Altrincham ,Sale and Dist.) 
956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Soc. 
989 Holt Hill 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 

XV. Yorkshire-17 Clubs: 2 Members 

548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrowgate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 
880 Otley and District 

894 Beverley and District 
905 Keighley and District 
909 Richmond (Yorks.) Cal. Soc. 
928 The Highland Society, Leeds 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
987 Hull 

Secretary: Robert Pine, Alpin House, 4 West Grove Road, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire 
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XVI. North and East Midlands of England-26 Clubs: 3 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 
17 Nottingham of Scottish Societies 
55 Derby 861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 

329 Newark and District 862 Market Rasen Scottish 
405 Sheffield Cal. Society Association 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
454 Rotherham 872 East Midlands Scottish Soc. 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 878 Worksop Burns and Cal. 
556 Doncaster Cal. Society Club 
563 Norfolk 887 Gainsborough District 
606 Corby 917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 922 Clumber Burns Club 
720 Retford Cal. Society 932 Corby Afton Burns Club 
746 Grimsby and District Cal. Soc. 963 Cotgrave 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 

Secretary: J.E. Inglis, 'Glentress,' Halloughton Road, Southwell, Notts 

XVII. West Midlands of England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
553 Wolverhampton 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 
881 Rugeley and Dist. Burns Club 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, Coventry 

XVIII. 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 

South-Western England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 

462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
Secretary: 

951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

XIX. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 

896 Sierra Leone 

XX. Ireland-I Club: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 

XXI. Africa-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

934 Manama Caledonian Society 
962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 
964 Gambia Caledonian Society 
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XXII. Australia-19 Clubs: 2 Members 

511 Perth 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongong Burns Society 

914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
919 Orange and District 
950 Drumoyne 
960 Hobart St. Andrew 
965 Royal Cal. Soc. of S. Australia 
968 Warrnambool and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
975 Scots B.C. of W. Australia 
978 Whyalla 
984 McQuarrie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

XXIII. New Zealand-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 860 Southland Burns Club 
851 Auckland Burns Association 915 Canterbury Burns Club 
Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield', Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXIV. Canada-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Society 
443 Burns Club of Victoria (B.C.) 
476 Border Cities (Ontario) 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 
841 Robert Burns Association of 

Montreal 

842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
951 Ottawa 
974 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 

XXV. U.S.A.-11 Clubs: l Member 

220 St. Louis 870 Massachusetts 
238 Atlanta 941 San Diego 
284 Philadelphia 958 Toledo 
320 Troy 966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 
453 Philadelphia Ladies Aux. 978 Dickeyville 
597 The Burns Society of the City 981 Berkshire, Mass. 

of New York 986 Annapolis 
701 Detroit 994 Midlands, Columbia 
Secretary: Howard D. Whinnery, 560 Fourth Avenue, North Troy, New York. 
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XXVI. Europe-I Club: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 

XXVII. Near and Middle East-I Club: 1 Member 

959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 



ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1979 
~E President, Mr. Albert W. Finlayson, welcomed the delegates to the 92nd Annual 

Conference. He said it was an historic occasion being the first time the Conference had 
been held outwith Britain. London Burns Club had organised the event on their own and their 
arrangements had been a great success and were very much appreciated by all present. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee he accepted a gavel and base in memory of Tom 
Anderson, Presid :nt 1973/74, who had been highly respected and a member of the Executive 
for 18 years. 

Apologies for absence had been received from: 
Mr. John Begg, Australia 
Mrs. Stellan Brown, Australia 
Mr. R A. B. McLaren, Executive 
Mr. & Mrs. George Irvine, Rotherham 
Mr. George McKerrow, Finance Convener 
Mr. James Glass, Schools Competitions 
Mr. Scott Galt, Hon. Legal Officer 
Mr. James Mackay, Hon. Editor 
Mr. Tom Paterson, Lanarkshire 
Mr. George Vallance, Past President 
Mr. Fred J. Belford, Past President 
Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, Past President 

Greetings had been received from Mary J. Le Mesurier, Minister responsible for 
Agriculture, Province of Alberta; Mr. James C. W. Nicol, Chief Executive Kilmarnock & 
Loudoun District Council; Scottish Society & Burns Club of Australia; Irvine Valley Burns 
Club No. 900 and Mrs. Helen McLauchlan, Knottingley, Yorkshire. 

Minute of previous meeting 
The Minute of the previous annual general meeting, as printed in the 1979 edition of the 

Burns Chronicle, was taken as read, and Mr. John Smith, United Glass Burns Club moved 
adoption, seconded by Rev. Alex. Sutherland, Symington Burns Club. 

CLUBS REPRESENTED AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

0 Kilmarnock (3) 
1 London (3) 

14 Dundee (1) 
21 Greenock (3) 
26 Perth (I) 
33 Glasgow Haggis (1) 
36 Rosebery (1) 
37 Dollar (I) 
82 Arbroath (1) 
89 Sunderland (3) 
95 Bolton (2) 

112 Howff, Dumfries ( 1) 
158 Darlington (2) 
1 7 3 Irvine ( I ) 
192 Ayrshire Association (3) 
197 Winnipeg (3) 
198 Gorebridge (3) 
226 Dumfries (2) 
252 Alloway (2) 

263 Glasgow Masonic (2) 
275 Ayr (1) 
310 Mauchline ( 1) 
336 Peterhead ( 1) 
349 Howff, Kilmarnock (2) 
360 Lochee (2) 
365 Catrine ( 1) 
366 Liverpool (3) 
378 Edinburgh District (3) 
387 Carnbuslang (1) 
392 Whiffiet (I) 
393 Annan Ladies (3) 
437 Dumfries Ladies No. l (3) 
501 Galt (3) 
530 Southern Scottish Countries (3) 
559 Coventry District (2) 
561 London, Ontario (3) 
566 Scottish Bums Club of Australia ( 1) 
578 Lanarkshire Association (2) 
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612 Torrance Masonic (1) 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars (1) 
630 Coalsnaughton (1) 
632 Symington (3) 
646 Alva (I) 
657 Fallin Gothenburg (1) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock (3) 
696 Whitley Bay (3) 
701 Detroit (2) 
710 Toronto (2) 
718 York (2) 
763 Wakefield (3) 
809 Allanton (2) 
822 Mansfield (2) 
842 Ye Bonnie Doon, Hamilton (2) 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry (3) 

880 Otley (2) 
890 Wollongong (1) 
893 North Bay, Ontario (2) 
900 Irvine Valley (1) 
915 Canterbury, New Zealand (2) 
922 Clumber (1) 
926 Rosamond (2) 
936 Irvine Lassies (3) 
939 Griffin (2) 
946 Calgary (3) 
961 Larkhall (3) 
980 Niagara Falls (3) 
981 Berkshire, Mass. (2) 
986 Annapolis (2) 
United Glass (1) 
Executive (7) 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
W,· J. F. T. THOMSON said that since he had submitted his written report the Federation 

had lost Mrs. Jessie Bruce, Hon. Secretary of the Edinburgh Scottish Burns Club; Mr. 
A F. Robertson, Representative on the Executive for London & South-East England; and 
Provost Ernest Robertson who had been so well-known and liked by all. The Council 
observed a minute's silence in respect of their memory. 

The Secretary submitted the following report: 
'Your Executive are as mindful and as sharp as ever in tending the well-being of the 

Federation. No one knows what will happen at any of our meetings. I suppose that all 
devoted Burnsians are fighters at heart; consequently our meetings are exhilarating. Heaven 
knows what outsiders would think of our heated deliberations but such passion is stimulating 
and proof that apathy is not part of our make-up. After the battle, we put into practice that 
sage advice of Robert Bums: 

When neebors anger at a plea, 
An' just as wud as wud can be, 
How easy can the barley-bree 

Cement the quarrel! 
It's aye the cheapest Lawyer's fee 

To taste the barrel. 

Our thoughts have for some time been concentrated on Canada and the organising of this 
Annual Conference. I am sure that, ten years ago, we should have been condemned as 
unrealistic if we had asked that the sum of £30,27 5 be paid as an advance towards travel 
arrangements for an Annual Conference. But here we are and, if the world is shrinking, we can 
claim that the horizons of the Federation are widening. Ten years ago only Tom Dalgleish 
and Dan Mcildowie travelled to the United States and Australia. Today, Edmonton, 
Calgary and London, Canada; Moscow and Leningrad, U.S.S.R; Copenhagen, Denmark; 
Boston, Annapolis and San Diego, U.S.A.-all are almost commonplace names in the 
Federation diary. Nothing but good can come from these personal contacts. 

As we meet our Canadian, American, Australian and New Zealand friends here in 
London, Ontario, I cannot but think of the words of that moving song, 01' Man River. Like 
the old Mississippi, the Bums Federation keeps rolling along. Our unique history as a 
literary association is due to the loyalty, support and inspiration of many members. To 
sustain such a forward movement, there must be a continual flow of ideas. Older members 
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can offer mellow deliberations but it is from the young that change and ideas must emanate. 
It is a fallacy not to change a winning team; one can stay too long in office; complacency can 
too easily lead to insidious atrophy. Like all such organisations, the Bums Federation needs 
regeneration. I would then urge members to look to the near future and not engage in the 
slightest measure of self-satisfaction. 

Our location in Kilmarnock, thanks to Provost Mrs. Parker and her fellow councillors, is 
secure; we appreciate their hospitality and co-operation. What is not so sure is my own 
future. Having, on medical advice, reduced a number of activities I shall continue to offer my 
services as Hon. Secretary to the Federation but, in fairness, I must add that the end of such 
service is coming into sight. I have no intention of continuing as Hon. Secretary after 
retirement from my professional duties. I have so much other work to do. Some thought 
should be given after the Irvine Conference to the selection of a successor. Unlike Joe in 01' 
Man River we don't 

'. .. git weary and sick of tryin' 
nor tired of livin' an' scared of dyin' 

but change must come and it's best to prepare for it.' 
He then continued to thank all those who had sent best wishes during his illness at the 

beginning of the year. 
He referred to an article in the Glasgow Evening Times and assured all present that the 

invitation to hold the Conference in Canada had been accepted wholeheartedly, and although 
there had been some disappointment by a few who had not been able to get time of work there 
had been no anger. 

The Secretary's report was adopted on a motion by Mr. Alex Johnstone, Wollongong, 
seconded by Mr. Robert Pine, Otley. 

l'INANCIAL REPORT 
Mr. Abe Train reported that the Finance Committee were arranging that the investments 

be transferred to the Post Office Register so that the Tax Free Funds would not have tax 
deducted at source. 

He went through the funds and drew the delegates' attention to the fact that despite inflation 
the subscription had not been increased since 1972. This had been helped by the '200 Club' 
but over the past two years it had been a struggle to get 100 members from the 13,000 people 
in affiliated clubs. He thanked those who had supported it and appealed for further support. 

He referred to the work done by Mrs. Turner and said her remuneration was under review. 
The Scots Kist was making a profit for the Federation but all of this was being lost on the 

Chronicle which was being sold at less than publication cost and consideration would be given 
to a price change. 

The Overseas Visits Fund, which with Alex Johnstone's support had had most support 
from Australia, would be used in the event of some person being sent overseas on a tour but the 
initial sums would be regarded as capital and only the dividends used for this purpose. 

Mr. G. Mudie, Coventry, moved adoption of the accounts, seconded by Mrs. Millard, 
Australia. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Inglis said: we regret very much that ill health has precluded Charles Easton from 
taking an active part in the running of the Committee as Convener; naturally he has made his 
presence felt 'by proxy' and we in the Literature Committee wish Charles a speedy recovery 
and 'Haste ye back'. 

Since our last Annual Report we have had three major publications and in their way th 
are all further important milestones in the history of the Bums movement. ose 
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First Milestone. A further reprint of 'Baimsangs', this ever popular small book of 
children's poems goes from strength to strength. 

Second Milestone. The further reprint of the Scots Reader now known as A Scots Kist, a 
name regarded by many as an improvement. In addition the reprint has an attractive soft 
back cover in colour. This reprint has been possible without cost to the Federation; our printer 
Oliver & Boyd recognising a goo:! thing, offered to do a reprint at their own cost, pay 
the Federation a royalty on all sales and in addition allow the Federation to trade as 
booksellers for this print. We would recommend to you all to encourage the purchase of this 
book by your members and clubs. There is no doubt that bothA Scots Kist andBairnsangs 
are musts for the library of anyone, old or young, who consider they are Bums enthusiasts. 

Third Milestone. The Burns Chronicle has taken the first strident step into colour by the 
production of this year's contribution with a coloured cover. The 1980 Chronicle will have 
beaten all records in speed in publication and we have those on sale in Canada at Conference. 
The earnest cry and prayer of both the Committee and the Editor is 'make this edition a clean 
sell out and give us the necessary encouragement and mandate to introduce colour in the 
context next year.' For all the achievements in this respect we now thank all our 
contributors, but above all we owe a debt of deep gratitude to our Hon. Editor Jim Mackay; we 
are indeed lucky to have his services at our disposal. The old adage applies here-' If you 
want a job done, give it to someone who is busy'. Jim is a very busy man. 

The Chronicle is also a must for all Bums enthusiasts. 

We would commend to Secretaries and Delegates to act as our salesmen and forward bulk 
orders for all publications, with cash, to Federation H.Q. where they will receive prompt 
attention. District Representatives will be only too happy to act as carriers if approached. 

We are indeed grateful to the Executive Council for transferring considerable sums from 
the Reserve Fund to the Literature Fund for capital investment. The extra income in these 
days of inflation, can only be welcome as our costs in printing, etc., continue to rise. Of 
course, again we are indebted to the Memorials Committee, they have behaved in their usual 
open handed manner. 

To the Committee Members and Editor, Charles Easton sends his heartfelt thanks for all 
the work done in the past year. 

He continued that the Committee were looking towards the centenary of the Federation 
and the Hon. Editor had accepted an invitation to produce a history of the first 100 years of the 
Federation and that Oliver & Boyd intend to publish a sequel to A Scots Kist to be entitledA 
Scots Handsel. When it came out it would be available from H.Q. 

The Committee had also given thought to the production of Talking Books. The intention 
is to record on tape, in the tongue of the Bard's time, by well known or acknowledged worthies 
of the Federation, the more important poems of Robert Bums and songs suitable for reading. 
Contributions would be given free and Copyright would be vested in the Federation. It is 
expected that we will produce a set of 3 cassette tapes of I hour each with the Bard's poems 
suitably linked together by a series of commentaries by recognised authorities and 
personalities. The present expected cost is £5.50 per set and sponsorship would guarantee 
one set of the recordings without further payment. 

He concluded the report by thanking everyone for their support and Mrs. Jean Todd, Otley, 
moved adoption, seconded by Mr. J. Kerr, Lochee Bums Club. 

Mr. Gilbert Brown, Kilmarnock, moved that Mr. Inglis investigate the question of 
producing these tapes and report back to the Executive, seconded by Mr. R. Cuthbertson, 
Ayr. 
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EDITOR'S REPORT 

Mr. James Mackay had submitted the following report in writing: 
'First of all, I must apologise for not being here in person to deliver this Report myself. I 

had intended being here in London with you but we all know what happens to the best-laid 
schemes. In this case, my plans were thwarted by one of my publishers who decided to delay 
publication of a book from mid-June till 20th August and this necessitated my being in 
London around that time to do radio and TV interviews, which allegedly have some bearing on 
the sales. I can assure you that, given half a chance, I would insert a 'plug' for the Bums 
Chronicle! 

I must pay tribute to our printers, Hodge and Company who emulated the Clyde shipyards 
and worked over the Fair Fortnight to ensure that you would be able to read the Chronicle at 
this Conference, instead of having to wait till St. Andrew's Day. Credit for the colour work 
goes to Noel Dinwiddie of Dumfries and I hope that you will agree with me that the result has 
been worth the extra effort involved. 

We have managed-miraculously-to peg the price of the Chronicle in the face oframpant 
inflation, the oil crisis, Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, the Vietnam boat people, the forthcoming 
American presidential election and all the other ills of the world which get the blame for the 
state we're in today. Seriously, though, this has only been possible by savage parsimony of a 
nature that would gladden the heart of any lady Prime Minister. Apart from using a less 
expensive paper-now a major cost of the production-we have saved a dozen pages by 
restyling the Club Reports. In this way the reports have been compressed into fewer pages 
this year, although I am glad to say that we had a ten per cent better response than last year. 
Perhaps the earlier deadline had something to do with it. By asking for reports when it is still 
fresh in the minds of club secretaries we ended up with 24 more reports than last year. 
Unfortunately we had a ·further six that anived weeks (or even months) after the deadline so if 
your club is conspicuous by its absence you will know who to blame-and I don't mean the 
much-maligned British Post Office either. 

Though we are now having colour on the cover we will continue to have only black and 
white pictures in the text. Articles are urgently required for the 1981 Chronicle and news 
snippets and short pieces are always welcome-preferably with accompanying illustrations. 
I would also like to see more club reports accompanied by photographs. I would like to 
appeal particularly for items for our Personality Parade feature. As always, I \\'eloome any 
ideas, comments and criticisms-anything that will help to improve the Chronicle in years to 
come.' 

SCHOOLS COMPETITION REPORT 

There has been a most encouraging response this year, despite the many difficulties with 
which the schools have been confronted including fuel restrictions and the disruptive 
consequences of industrial action. 

A drop of 3,000 in the total number of competitors is probably largely due to the 
diminishing roll in the Primary Departments, but this loss is counter-balanced by an increase 
of 17 in the number of schools taking part. It is refreshing to note too an increase in the 
number of entries from the Secondary Departments in the written section of the Scottish 
Literature Competition, and a steady and substantial growth in the popularity of the 
Instrumental Section. 

Maximum support and co-operation has again been received from Education Departments 
and from Head Teo.chers and Staffs in promoting the Schools Competitions, and the 
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enthusiasm of the pupils continues unabated. Indeed one Primary 6 pupil, removed to 
hospital after a road accident, insisted in spite of head injuries in giving an impressive 
rendering of 'To a Mouse' to her visiting teacher and admiring nurse. 

Recitation 
89,335 

No. of Schools Competing: 651. 

Scottish Literature (Written) 
20,041 

Singing Accompanying 
23,263 346 

Total Competitors: 134,703 Total Certificates: 9,733. 

Instrumental 
1,719 

The Art Competition attracted 455 entries from the Primary Departments, but sadly none 
from the Secondary. The members of the adjudicating panel expressed pleasure at the high 
standard of the paintings and the originality displayed. Book Tokens were sent to the prize
winners and to those pupils whose entries were commended. In addition 41 Certificates of 
Merit were awarded to entrants whose work reached the required standard of performance. 

Prize-Winners 

Commended 

1 st Steven Agnew 
2nd John Higgins 
3rd Robert Nicholson 
4th Lynn Thomson 
5th Derek Brown 
6th Irene Ledgerwood 

Janette Allan 
Shirley Forbes 
Craig Fraser 
Alison McCue 
Barbara Von Tigerstrom 

Maryhill Primary School, Glasgow 
St. Cuthbert's Primary School, Edinburgh 
St. Cuthbert's Primary School, Edinburgh 
O'Neil Corse Primary School, Craigievar, 

Alford, Aberdeen 
Holy Family Primary School, Winchburgh 

St. Monan's Primary School, Anstruther 
Foveran Primary School, Newburgh, Elion 
St. Cuthbert's Primary School, Edinburgh 
Flora Stevenson Primary School, Edinburgh 
Flora Stevenson Primary School, Edinburgh 

An appeal is again directed to Burns Clubs and Associations responsible for organising 
local Annual Burns Competitions to be kind enough to supply the relevant details and so 
enable the Burns Federation Executive to make a more accurate assessment of the situation 
regarding the preservation of the Scottish tongue. I should like to express appreciation of the 
co-operation shown by the following in achieving this aim: 

Strathclyde Bonnie Jean Burns Club, Hamilton, Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs 
Association, Gourock Burns Club, Larkhall Burns Club, Easthouses Miners Welfare Burns 
Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Poosie Nansie Burns Club, Newcraighall Stonehouse A' the 
Airts Burns Club. 

Mr. Alan Stoddart, Ayr Burns Club, moved adoption of the report, seconded by Jim 
Campbell, Wakefield Burns Club. 

PUBLICITY REPORT 

Mr. George Anderson said that at the beginning of the year he had felt some hope that the 
media were on our wavelength at last. The radio and television authorities were referring to 
the Federation for information and there had been a number of interviews on radio throughout 
the year. He said reporters had a habit of taking remarks out ofcontext and this was what had 
happened with the Evening Times. Although he had written them after the article had been 
printed they had not refuted their statement nor acknowledgw his letter. He was gratifiw that 
the Conference coming to London, Ontario was dominating local news. He said no-one 
could deny we are better known today than we were a few years ago but there is still no room 
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for complacency. It is up to the delegates to inform us of everything taking place and he 
would try to get the news to the countrywide press; clubs and delegates should keep their local 
papers informed as well He said we must accept the value of publicity and tum the spotlight 
on ourselves. We owe it to the founding fathers to continue the work of the past 90 years. 

Mr. W. Dunwoodie, Whiffiet moved adoption of the report seconded by Mr. W. Adair. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

The following Office-bearers were elected: 

Mr. S. K. Gaw: President-unanimous 
Mrs. Rennie: Senior Vice-President-unanimous 
Mr. J. Kidd: Junior Vice-President-by a majority over Mr. G. Anderson 
Mr. J. F. T. Thomson: Hon. Secretary & Treasurer 
Mr. James Mackay: Hon. Editor 
Mr. James Glass: Schools Competitions Secretary 
The Hon. J. W. Grant McEwan: Hon. President 

Mr. Graham Underwood paid tribute to Mr. Grant McEwan who was Patron of his club 
and who in addition to being a fine Bumsian was also an authority on Canadian History and 
Agriculture. He said Robert Bums would have loved him as they both had compassion for all 
creatures and Grant McEwan had a heart as big as his beloved country. 

Accepting the Hon. President's badge, Mr. Grant McE wan said this made him very happy 
and his nomination had been a delightful surprise. He thanked everyone and expressed his 
appreciation. 

PLACE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

Mr. Jim Inglis invited the Federation to hold the 1980 Conference in Leicester and assured 
members they would do their utmost to make it a really good Conference. 

Mr. John Inglis said he had very great pleasure in formally inviting the Bums Federation to 
hold the Conference in Irvine in 19 81. 

Both invitations were unanimously accepted. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Dunwoodie suggested the Executive should notify all delegates of any news items. 
Mr. Bob Watson, Calgary Bums Club, on behalf of Mr. Grant McEwan,.presented five 

books written by Mr. McEwan to Provost Margaret Parker of Kilmarnock. Mrs. Parker 
expressed her gratitude and said they would be placed in the Library in Kilmarnock so that 
they may be read by all the citizens of Kilmarnock & Loudoun District 

Dr. Connor said he would like to pay tribute to Ex-Provost Robertson who had been 
Canadian representative on the Executive who had suggested to the club that they ask Jock 
Thomson to do their Immortal Memory in 1977. It was this visit which had sparked off the 
Canadian Conference suggestion and they felt the club was now more than a mere number on 
the roll. He also appreciated that the Federation had recognised their bard, Danny Hunter, 
by publishing a review of his book in the Chronicle. 

He said the Bums Federation Flag should be flown at all Conferences and proposed that 
the club which sponsors the Conference retains the flag for one year and sends a 
representative to the following Conference to pass the flag on. Names could be put on the 
flag. 
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Mrs. Parker presented a book to Mrs. Raeside, Treasurer of the Conference Committee 
and Mrs. Raeside said that the appreciation expressed by all had made the work done by the 
members of the London Bums Club all worthwhile. 

Mr. Finlayson thanked everyone for electing him to the office of President He said he had 
felt unworthy but had done his best. He had had support from the delegates and office
bearers as well as from all his friends in Dumfries and thanked them all for their help and 
guidance. 

As this was all the business the meeting was concluded. 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Sam Gaw submitted the following report on Memorials: 
'And rocks melt with the Sun: The words of the Poet describe the general air of decay 

pervading our monuments and buildings, occasioned not by 'Sun' but rather by the most 
intense frosts and floods of this century. 

Mauchline 
The Kirkyard where so many of the Poet's acquaintances lie is in an abysmal condition. 

The grass has been neglected, headstones have laminated and broken and are in the main 
undecipherable were it not for the excellent labels and map that the Burns Club and Tourist 
Board combined to provide. 

Mauchline Castle The Abbots House. 
Remedial work carried out at great expense. The work is tasteless, amateurish and 

transmogrifies an imposing edifice into what would pass for a scrap merchant's impression of 
the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. 

Tarbolton 
The Bachelors Club and its excellent curator are in fine fettle as also are the farms of 

Lochlea and Wullies Mill. It would be good if some Jatterday Hornbook could raise the Deil 
in the shape of the District Council and prevail upon them to tidy up the famous Hill where the 
Beltane Festival was celebrated (and gave Tarbolton its name). Visitors don't like to see 
discarded beds and modem day jetsam. 

'Auld Ayr' 
The Kirkyaird is tidy but some restoration work requires to be done. 

The Burns Centre 
Still attracting its quota of visitors; the Team Room is not to hand as yet. The audio visual 

presentation thankfully is to be revised and its 'souvenirs are good'. 

The Cottage and Monument 
Still the Mecca of Bumsians and merits well the support. Unfortunately publicity and 

advertising being of a lower-order, the Monument and its wonderful gardens do not get the 
attention they deserve. 

The Auld Brig. The scaffolding covers the structure and £100,000 ofrepairs are in progress. 
To judge the response to the Restoration Appeal few people's hearts bleed for the Kyle and 
Carrick District Council who have the responsibility. A task worsened by decades ofneglect 
by previous Councils. 
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Dumfries 
Ellisland. Spic and span, beautiful in summer sun, the Nith glimmering with diamonds 

raised in Heaven and the caretaker's pawky humorous and entertaining. The 'Poet of the 
Heart' would be happy with the package which is Ellisland. The Mill and Car Park are a fine 
asset and are a fitting tribute to the workers of the District Committee. 

Burns House. The furnishings have been restored and the building is in fine condition. 
Brow Well. Clean and tidy when visited but the water of the Solway depositing silt and 

debris at high tide does as little for the appearance of the Well as it did for Robert Bums. 

Auld Reekie 
The monument still under repair. Clarinda and Bob Ferguson in good fettle however. 

Irvine 
Work has still to start on the Restoration but the Club Museum which has been gifted the 

Grand Piano of the late Ian Whyte, conductor of the Scottish Opera has become a mecca for 
music lovers. The musical strains have been shared with Russian and other overseas 
delegations. 

The Borders 
Jedburgh. A fine bas-relief plaque was removed on the demolition of the Inn where the 

Poet lodged. The border town is this year's finest example of l 8th century restoration work 
carried out in Scotland, and its importance marked by the visit to the restored buildings 
associated with the Young Cavalier by Her Majesty the Queen. Yet the Bums plaque after a 
search was found in an old byre within the Old Jail, 'forgot forgone'. 

Hawick. An active club, in marvellous premises, maybe they might give thought to 
erecting a cairn at Wauchope, a sylvan setting, now a popular adventure school, where Bums 
visited Mrs. Scott and was inspired to write his wish: 

The Poet said: 

'That I for puir auld Scotland's sake 
Some useful plan or buke could make 
Or sing a sang at least.' 

'wha does the utmost that he can 
ean whiles dae mair.' 

Many do the utmost that they can, keep their district monuments in fine fettle but are poor 
letter writers. Please keep us informed as to condition whether or not you need help to 
maintain the structure. Please report now as to the ravages of the severe weather. 

Despite the criticism our affairs are in good hands and give cause for optimism. To end on 
a cautionary note. Our museums are being cluttered with Hong Kong Junk, Bums 
Marmalade, Tartan Dolls and a collection of Victorian and later junk which visitors are being 
asked to believe is genuine 18th century rubbish. 

Mr. Gaw said that work was now in hand to improve Mauchline Kirkyard. 
Mr. Alex Johnstone had taken up the matter of the plaque for Wauchope House with 

Ha wick Bums Club and had suggested that a duplicate be made so that one could go on the 
house and one be put in the Hawick Public Library. 

The appeal for funds by the Greenock Bums Club to restore the Highland Mary Monument 
had been successful and Mr. Alex Robertson of Greenock had reported that the work had 
been done. Mr. Robertson had brought a memento from the Greenock Bums Club and 
presented it to London Ontario Club. 

The Cairn at Covington Mains was almost completed and was an excellent piece of work. 
Mrs. Alice Millard, Scottish Society & Bums Club of Australia moved adoption of the 

report, seconded by Mrs. Muriel Callendar, Dumfries. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR 

ORDINARY 

INCOME 

Balance as at lst May, 1978 ................................. . 
Annual Subscriptions 

Current ................................................. . 
Arrears ....................................... ············ 
Advance ................................................ . 
Associate Members ....................................... . 

Half Affiliation Fees ........................................ . 
Bums Check ............................................... . 
Badges .................................................... . 
Diplomas .................................................. . 
Vignettes .................................................. . 
Song Book ................................................. . 
Maps ...................................................... . 
Gourdie Book .............................................. . 
Cassettes .................................................. . 
Administration ............................................. . 
Unallocated ................................................ . 
Donations: Liverpool Burns Club £50 

Robert George £5 & others ................................ . 
Tax Rebate ................................................ . 
Credit to Clubs ............................................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account ................................. . 
From '200' Club ........................................... . 

£62.72 

1084.57 
124.79 
39.49 

178.73 
18.00 

179.64 
249.25 
23.40 
0.64 
2.70 

12.20 
66.00 
11.30 

150.00 
59.14 

58.00 
107.29 

3.38 
15.68 

324.37 

£2768.29 

ANDERSON 

Balance at lst May, 1978.................................... £70.69 
interest on Stocks.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.00 
Interest on Deposit Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ___ 4_.4_8 

£93.17 



ENDED 30th APRIL, 1979 

FUND 

EXPENDITURE 

Stationery ................................................. . 
Posts ..................................... ·················· 
Audit Fee ................................................. . 
Insurance .................................................. . 
Salary, Nat. Ins ............................................ . 
Bank Charges .............................................. . 
Expenses of Meetings ....................................... . 
Wreaths ................................................... . 
Bums Festival Trophy .................... · .................. . 
President's & Vice-President's Allowances ..................... . 
Prints ..................................................... . 
Baimsangs ................................................. . 
Gourdie Book .............................................. . 
Diplomas .................................................. . 
Books ..................................................... . 
Bums Check ............................................... . 
Badges .................................................... . 
Balance at 30th April, 1979 ................................ .. 

WILSON FUND 

Balance at 30th April, 1979 ................................. . 

£89.13 
l 39.18 
81.00 
36.00 

1124.48 
28.01 
18.38 
22.00 
66.84 

100.00 
14.00 

472.35 
48.75 
34.20 
17.22 

230.03 
203.97 

42.75 

£2768.29 

£93.17 
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SCOTTISH LITER 

Balance as at lst May, 1978, Deposit Account ................ . £634.24 
17,305.90 £24,650 6% Funding Loan (1993) at Cost .................... . 

Chronicle: 
Clubs ................................................... . 
Trade ................................................... . 
Adverts ................................................. . 

Baimsangs ................................................. . 
Scots Reader & Scots Kist 

Sales & royalties ......................................... . 
Half Affiliation Fees ........................................ . 
Donation .................................................. . 
Song Book royalty ..................................... · · 
From Central Fund ......................................... . 
From '200 Club' ........................................... . 
Interest on Stock ........................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ................................. . 
Loan from Reserve Fund .................................... . 
Miscellaneous .............................................. . 

Balance as at lst May, 1978, Deposit Account ................ . 
£16,480 Funding Loan 1993 (at Cost) ........................ . 
Interest on Stock ........................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ................................. . 

1471.41 
129.62 
183.00 
119.47 

755.86 
18.00 
31.49 

3.81 
500.00 
220.00 
990.94 
68.84 

150.00 
2.86 ----

£22,584.08 

CENTRAL 

£193.38 
11,575.85 

662.50 
23.31 

£12,455.04 

JOSEPH LAING 

Balance at 1 st May, 1978, Deposit Account. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.90 
£300 4% Consolidated Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207.00 
Interest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ___ 8_. 7_3 

£221.63 



ATUREFUND 

Schools Competitions: 
Allowance ................................ , .............. . 
Expenses ................................................ . 
Printing ................................................. . 

Burns Chronicle: 
Printing .................................................. . 
Editor's Allowance ....................................... . 
Editor's Expenses ........................................ . 
Postages ................................................. . 

Miscellaneous Expenses ...................................... . 
Scots Kist ...•.............................................. 
Administration ............................................. . 
Balance at 30th April, 1979, Deposit Account ................. . 
£24,650 6% Funding Loan, 1993 (at Cost) .................... . 

FUND 

£50.00 
72.26 

539.16 

3586.51 
540.00 
129.93 
170.54 
32.33 
97.50 
50.00 

9.95 
17,305.90 

£22,584.08 

Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £100.00 
Donation to Jean Annour Houses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 
Donation to Mauchline Museum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
Literature Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.00 
'Balance at 30th April, 1979, Deposit Account.................. 29.19 
£16,480 Funding Loan 1993 (at Cost)......................... 11,575.85 

WAUGH FUND 

Balance at 30th April, 1979 Deposit Account. ................. . 
£300 4% Consolidated Stock ................................ . 

£12,455.04 

£14.63 
207.00 

£221.63 
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OVERSEAS 

Balance at 1 st May, 1978, Deposit Account.................... £221.21 
£1,500 8~ Treasury Stock 
£500 914 Treasury Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . 1,953.64 
Interest on Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120.56 
Interest on Deposit Account ................................. . ---

GENERAL APPEALS 

Balance at lst May, 1978 . . .. . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . £17.26 
Donations to Jean Armour Houses . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . 31.10 
Donations to National Memorial Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 
Bums Federation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 
Interest on Deposit Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.23 

280.59 

RESERVE 

Balance at lst May, 1978.................................... £1,836.75 
Interest on Deposit Account.................................. 96.78 

£1,933.53 



VISITS FUND 

Balance at 30th April, 1979, Deposit Account ................. . 
£1,500 8"1% Treasury Stock 
£500 9!4 Treasury Stock .................................... . 

FUND 

Paid to Jean Armour Houses ................................. . 
Paid to National Memorial Homes ............................ . 
Balance at 30th April, 1979 ................................. . 

FUND 

Conference-Official's Expenses ............................. . 
Posts .......................................... . 

Secretary's Expenses ........................................ . 
Corporation Tax ..................................... · .. · .. ·. 
Loan to Literature Fund ..................................... . 
Balance at 30th April, 1979 ................................. . 

KILMARNOCK, 14th FEBRUARY, 1980. 

£362.24 

1,953.64 

15.88 

£221.10 
30.00 
29.49 

£280.59 

£79.00 
48.23 
28.60 
68.74 

150.00 
1,563.96 

£1,933.53 

We have examined the Books and Accounts of the Bums Federation for the year 
ended 30th April, 1979 and have obtained all the information and explanations 
required. We certify that the foregoing Financial Statement is in accordance with 
the Books and we have verified that the Funds and Securities at 30th April, 1979 as 
shown in the Statement are correct. 

Chartered Accountans. 
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CLUB NOTES 

D. Kilmarnock Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner held on 25th January was well 
attended and the company was enlightened and entertained by the 'Immortal Memory' of 
Kenneth C. Kydd of Girvan. Supporting speakers were John S. Young who proposed 'The 
Lasses' and Mrs. Norah Orr who gave the reply. Completing the evening's enjoyment was the 
music of Carol Bland (soprano) and Lynn McEvoy (accompanist). 

On 30th November 1979 the Club held its Annual St Andrew's Day Dinner at which there 
was a goodly tumout. The principal guest, Mr. John D. Pollock, General Secretary of the 
Educational Institute of Scotland, toasted 'Auld Scotia' and T. W. Mackie and T. Morton 
Clark respectively proposed and answered the toast 'Kilmarnock Town and Trade'. 

ALASTAIR M. GORDON 

l. Burns Club of London. President W. B. Champion welcomed over 200 members and 
friends to the Birthday Festival Dinner at the Hotel Russell on 19th January 1980. The 
·Immortal Memory' was most ably proposed by W. A. MacPherson of Cluny and Blairgowrie 
Q.C. Other speakers included the Rev. J. Miller Scott minister of Crown Court Church of 
Scotland and The Lord Banks C.B.E. 

Monthly meetings of the Vernacular Circle were held from October to March. These 
lncluded a debate, a film show, a talk on 'The Vernacular' and another on 'The Border 
Reivers' and finishing the season in March with a Ceilidh. 

Some of our members attended the Annual Scottish Festival Service at St. Columba's 
Church of Scotland on Sunday December 2nd 1979. On the Sunday following our Birthday 
Festival Dinner a wreath was laid at the Bums Statue in Victoria Embankment Gardens when 
we had quite a good attendance. Following the ceremony we had an informal tea in Crown 
Court Church Hall and then attended Evening Service which was conducted by the Rev. J. 
Miller Scott. 

Past President Jimmy Mason was invited, for the second successive year, by London 
Broadcasting to broadcast a tribute to Robert Burns on the morning of the 25th January 1980, 
a task which he most ably performed. 

W. B. CHAMPION 

!. Alexandria Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Loch Lomond Hotel, 
Balloch on 26th January 1980 with the newly elected President, Mr. James Gallacher in the 
Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. DavidMcDowall ofEastKilbride and 
was warmly appreciated by the 120 members present. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held on 30th November 1979 when the Toast to Scotland we.s 
?roposed by the Rev. Iain Millar. 

JOHN BARTON 

5. Ereildoune Burns Club. The Bums Supper was held in the Red Lion Hotel, Earlston 
:m 25th January. After the haggis had been carried in by Mr. I. Darling, to the stirring pipes 
)f Mr. Chisholm, it was addressed by our President Mr. J. Irvine. After an exceptionally 
~ood meal of traditional fare, Mr. J. Rankine, of Selkirk gave the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. 
::t. Laudor gave the toast 'Our Club' and was replied to by Mrs. J. McArthur. Mr. W. Brown 
:oasted 'The Lasses' and was replied to by Mrs. Polson. Entertainers were Mrs. Thorburn, 
Mr. Brydon, Mr. Fairbairn and Mr. Rankine. Accompanist Mr. W. Foster. We had our 
biggest tum out of members in years. 

On 30th November 1979 four members of Coldstream Bums Club joined our members in a 
St. Andrew's Night Dinner. After the meal we were entertained with some very humorous 
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recitations by Mrs. Hutcheson of Melrose. Mrs. Brown of Lauder and Mr. Girvan of 
Morebattle delighted us with some very fine singing. It was an informal evening much 
enjoyed by the whole company. 

ROSEMARY IRVINE 

9. Royalty Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held on 24th January 1980, in the 
Albany Hotel, Glasgow, with the President I. Kennedy in the Chair. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Sheriff Neil Gow, Q.C. 407 members and friends attended the 
function. The Bums Benevolent Appeal by Mr. George Davidson raised £651.00. 

The St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on 28th November 1979. Mr. J. S. Peacock 
LL.B. proposed the toast to 'St. Andrew'. 220 members and friends attended and the 
Benevolent Appeal raised £633.46. President I. Kennedy led members to the wreath-laying 
ceremony at Bums Statue in George Square. 

Our Annual Summer outing was on 3rd May 1979 at Prestwick where we held a Bowling 
Competition at Prestwick Indoor Bowling Club, followed by a social evening in the Parkstone 
Hotel. A social evening was held on l st October 1979 in order to raise funds for our 
Centenary year. 174 members and friends attended. 

Royalty Bums Club lost the Grier Trophy to the Glasgow Vintners in their Annual Golf 
Match in August. It is with regret that we announce the passing of two of our Honorary Past 
Presidents R. Meiklem and C. R. Blues. 

W. A. MCLAGAN 

10. Dumbarton Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Dumbuck Hotel on Friday 
25th January 1980. There were 150 members and guests present. The' Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by the President, Mr. John B. Fleming and 'The Lasses' by Committee 
Member Mr. Robert A. Callander. The annual appeal was made by ex-President William 
Caldwell and realised the magnificent sum of £243, which was donated to the Jean Armour 
Burns Houses, the National Memorial and Cottage Homes, and the Erskine Hospital Bums. 
Supper. 

The St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in the Queen's Hotel, Helensburgh on Friday 
30th November 1979. The toast of 'Scotland' was proposed by ProfessorJohn Lenihan of 
Glasgow University and the toast to 'The Lasses· by the Rev. James F. MillerofDumbarton 
Riverside Parish Church. 

JAMES L HEMPSTEAD 

II. Chesterfield and District Caledonian Association. Anniversary Dinner Report 
The Station Hotel, Chesterfield was once again the venue for the Annual Dinner on Friday 
25th January when a company of over a hundred heard the 'Immortal Memory' honoured by 
Robert Goodfellow from Cheltenham, a Dundee man by origin. 

The Toast, 'The Town we live in' was proposed by His Worship the Mayor of Chesterfield, 
Councillor Margaret W. Anderson, herself a Scot from Motherwell. 

The President's Reception and St. Andrew·s Ball were both well attended and the Branch 
maintains the interest of the Members by organising car rallies and a Ceilidh for all ages. 

JOHN B. MACADAM 

14. Dundee Burns Club. Our Dinner was held in our Club Rooms on Saturday 26th 
January 1980. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by Mr. J. Newton, a Past 
President of the Club. 

A St. Andrew's Night function was held on Saturday l st December 1979 and our Annual 
Club Dinner is to be held on Saturday 14th June 1980. 

Various other functions and bus trips to other Burns Clubs were held throughout the year. 
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Sadly, one of our Life Members Mr. A. Braid died. He was for many years a cornerstone of our 
Club. 

D. R. KETTLES 

20. Airdrie Burns Club. Dr. W. Gardner, M.A., Ph.D., proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory' on 24th January 1980, at our 95th Anniversary Dinner in Caimhill House Hotel 
with the emphasis on Burns Songs. He was fully up to the usual high standard expected at 
Airdrie. Mr. Wm. J. Esplin made a speech entitled 'Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow' 
which gave us food for thought about our nation. Mr. D. Sutherland, M.A., gave the toast to 
'The Lasses', which was replied to by Mr. A. MacDonald, M.A. In the absence of Mr. J. 
Heugh, our Chairman, Vice-President Wm. Esplin took the chair, and carried the occasion in 
worthy manner. Mr. J. D. McCulloch, our Bard, wound up the evening with the 
Appreciation speech. 

At the St. Andrew's Day Dinner, we were honoured to have the Very Rev. PeterT. Brodie 
propose the Toast' Scotland' on 30th November 19 79. Special mention is due to Mrs. Grace 
Ferguson for her reply to Mr. G. Cox's toast to 'The Lasses'. 

MA ITHEW P KIDD 

21. The Greenock Burns Club (The Mother Club). The l 78th Annual Dinner and 
Celebration was held on the 25th January. The Very Rev. Peter P. Brodie, Immediate Past 
Moderator of the General Assembly, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' which, by any 
yardstick, was considered an outstanding address. The supporting speakers were put on their 
mettle and, with the usual contribution from the artistes, the evening was voted a huge success, 
The 166 members and guests present contributed the handsome sum of £17 6 for Bums' 
charities. 

The St. Andrew's annual celebration was held on 30th November when we had 'St 
Andrew and Scotland' proposed by Mrs. Anna S. Douglas on a flattering invitation to a return 
visit. Mr. Gordon Mason proposed 'Scots Abroad' and Mr. Andrew Robertson replied. 
The usual monthly meetings were held throughout the winter and members spent some very 
pleasant evenings. 

The year saw the completion of the restoration work on the memorial to Highland Mary at 
her grave in Greenock Cemetery. The appeal brought in £1379.80 and with the work 
completed the sum of £24.51 is left over. This is earmarked to help pay the cost of a bench 
seat which the Club has undertaken to provide at the memorial which Inverclyde District 
Council has agreed to erect at approximately where Highland Mary had lived in Charles 
Street, Greenock. 

DUNCAN MCSWEIN 

22. Edinburgh Burns Club. Once again a very successful Annual Dinner was held on 
Monday 28th January 1980 at the Royal British Hotel, Princes Street. Edinburgh which was 
very well attended by members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the 
Rev. James Watson, L.Th. the Toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. L. Mure and 
replied to by Mrs. L. Mure. 

Monthly meetings were held on the first Monday of each month during the winter at which 
talks were given on a variety of subjects. Following the talks tea was served, after which the 
members were entertained to music and recitations. 

HELEN M. MUIR 

26. Perth Burns Club. President Mr. H. D. McLaren welcomed 120 members and guests 
to the Annual Dinner in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on Saturday 26th January. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. W. A. Sandilands, M.A. Dr. Ian H. Thomson 
proposed 'The Lasses' with reply by Mrs. Thomson. Mr. H. C. Farrell proposed 'Bonnie 
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Jean' which took the form of an appeal on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns Houses and 
realised the sum of £60. An excellent evenings entertainment was sustained by Bill Webster 
(baritone), Helen Goodison (soprano), Ian Dickson (piper), Willie Lumsden (fiddle), Martin 
Neilson (accompanist) and recitations by Donald Paton Jr. and Hugh Farrell. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to April and were well attended. A St. 
Andrew's Night celebration was held in the Riverside Inn, Perth at which 90 members and 
guests enjoyed an evening of traditional Scottish music and dancing. The toast 'St. Andrew 
and Scotland' was proposed by Dr. David Purdie. A highlight of the session was an evening 
of recitations by sixteen local schoolchildren one of whom, Miss Diane Fraser, was the 
winner of the Perth Bums Club Rosebowl at the Perthshire Musical Festival. 

The Club provided judges for the Scottish Butchers Haggis Competition in Perth City Hall 
where they faced the difficult task of selecting a winner from 280 entries. 

HUGH C. FARRELL 

33. The Glasgow Haggis Club. Our Annual Dinner held in the Central Hotel in January 
was a very successful function. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Ex-President 
Gordon Henry. The Toast to the Lasses was proposed by Dr. John Jackson, B.Sc., Ph.D., 
M.l.Biol., and the reply to the Toast was by Mrs. Agnes Curran, the Governor ofDungavel 
Prison, Strathaven. The entertainment was provided by three of our own Cronies, together 
with Mrs. Eleanor Howat. The function was attended by 324 members and guests. 

The Club had its usual outing to Ayrshire, visiting the ladies at the Jean Armour Bums 
Houses at Machline and from thence to the premises of the Irvine Burns Club at Irvine. The 
members then adjourned to a nearby hostelry for a meal and entertainment. The Annual 
Golf Outing was also well attended and thoroughly enjoyed. The James McDonald Freer 
Quaich was presented to the winner. DAVID WATSON 

36. Glasgow Rosebery. The undoubted success of our Annual Burns Supper was due to 
the excellent oratory of John M. Hamilton, President of Glasgow & District Burns 
Association, and to Lesley Boyd-McKenzie and Walter Reid of Scottish Opera who were 
accompanied by Ruth Hodgson, a most competent and sympathetic accompanist. Rosebery 
members themselves all contributed in song and verse. 

Rosebery played host to two young Australians, Maxine Patterson and Julie Hartwig, 
whom we met at the wreath laying in George Square. Both girls enjoyed their evening and 
especially the haggis and neeps. 

We have been able to add great interest to our schools' competitions this year because of 
the kindness of an old Rosebery member, Miss Anna Baillie, who bequeathed to us a fund to 
provide a prize to be known as The Anna Baillie Award. The Club members who had great 
respect for Anna, decided the first prize for each school should take the form of a good quality 
book on Bums, and the competitions have been well supported by the schools concerned. 

We hope to pay a visit, in the near future, to Souter Johnnie's house, to view a gun. 
This gun was brought to our attention by John M. Hamilton, President of Glasgow & 

District Burns Association a direct descendant of the Souter. At one time, possibly in the 
1920's, a relation of John'~ gifted the gun to someone in Rosebery Bums Club who in tum 
gave it on loan, to the museum at Kirkoswald. A search of our records has so far failed to 
reveal the name of the Rosebery member concerned. 

A friend of John Hamilton's, Mr. Len Packer, has had a new inscribed plate made and the 
gun is being put back on display at Kirkoswald. NAN w. MCKENZIE 

37. Dollar. On Friday 25th January 1980, within the Strathallan Hotel, the 94th Annual 
Supper was held, when over 100 members and guests celebrated the birth of our National 
Bard. David Scott of Dunoon proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Davie, a retired banker, 
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held his audience captive for 50 minutes, which no one realised at the time. His approach to 
honouring Bums, his recitations and his singing were truly spell-binding, and he well deserved 
the rapturou.s applause and standing ovation. Aye Davie you will be long remembered in 
Dollar. Robert Bums wrote that he spent one of his happiest days here; you gave us one of 
our happiest nights! 

The Gala Supper was held on Saturday 23rd February(wi' the Lassies) in the same venue 
with a full house. We enjoyed the traditional meal which was excellent and as only Moira 
Millar and her staff at the 'Strath' can serve. 

Ian Hendry, our I.P.P. and Rector of Dollar Academy, proved in front of his Ain Folkjust 
why he is considered one of the best Bums orators in Scotland today. His appreciation of 
Robert Bums coupled with his knowledge of Education were brilliant. 

The following Honorary Members were elected during the evening: Mrs. Sheena 
MacKenzie, Adam Bennett (Larkhall 961 ), Dante Coppolla, Albert Kennedy and Roddy 
Blair. 

ALEX B. MCIVER 

40. The Aberdeen Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Railway Staff 
Clubrooms, Albyn Place was very successful. Miss E. Hall, President, welcomed a good 
attendance of members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Charles B. Bisset, 
Esq., his witty and searching discourse being greatly appreciated. The toast to 'The Lasses' 
was given by Mr. John Fraser, Immediate Past President, and the reply by Mrs. P. McKay. 
Both the toast and reply were mainly in verse which delighted the company. The toast 'Our 
Guests' was by Mrs. N. Stephen, a member of committee. 

The Club celebrated St. Andrew's Night in the Park Hotel when there was a capacity 
attendance. The address was by the Rev. Gordon Haggerty. On the Spring holiday 
weekend, a full coach-load of members thoroughly enjoyed the outing to Prestwick, Ayr and 
Alloway, in addition to visiting Mauchline and Tarbolton. 

D. W. CRUICKSHANK 

42. Strathearn Burns Club. The Club held its Bums Supper on Friday 25th January in 
the Drummond Arms Hotel, Crieff, under the chairmanship of Mr. G. Philips. The 
'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. P. Brennan, who also gave the toast to 'The Lasses'. 
The reply from the lasses was by Mrs. C. Torrance. Artistes were Mrs. E. Mcintyre, Mr. & 
Mrs. Pope, Mr. C. Wilson and accompanist Mrs. J. Wishart. The Vote of Thanks was by 
Mr. A. Clark. 

In May 1979 on a lovely sunny day a party of members and friends enjoyed an outing to the 
Burns country, this proved to be a very popular outing and it is hoped that this year another 
tour may be arranged. On 30th November 1979, a St. Andrew's night was held in the 
Drummond Arms Hotel, Crieff. Stovies and dumpling were on the menu and many artistes 
helped to make a truly Scottish night that was much enjoyed by everyone. 

MINA ROBERTSON 

45. Cumnock Burns Club. On Monday 2lst January 1980 approximately 72 members 
ofCumnock Bums Club attended the Annual Supper in the Dumfries Arms Hotel, Cumnock. 
The Chairman was William Goudie, J.P. whose 'Immortal Memory' dealt not only with 
Bums the man but also with the way oflife and hardships in the times of Bums. The toast to 
'The Lasses' was given by Past-President]. Hunter Faulds whose address was given in a most 
impeccable and humorous manner. The Club were honoured this year in having two guest 
speakers in Professor L. H. Blumgart, London University Hospital who toasted Hail 
Caledonia, and George Foulkes, M.P. who gave an entertaining reply. The Drouthy Cronies 
and Contributors were done in a humorous and witty manner by local members Ian Andrew 
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and William Pearson and this year for the first time in many years we had a reading of Holy 
Willi's Prayer by Mr. Edwin Young of Sanquhar. The members are agreed that it has been 
one of the most successful suppers in many a year. The musical entertainment was as usual 
provided by our excellent members John Merry, Peter White and piper James Stewart. 

ROBIN D. HUNTER 

48. Paisley Burns Club. The Club's Annual Dinner was held in Paisley Town Hall when 
108 members and friends had a memorable evening. President Bob Corbett delivered a 
fascinating 'Immortal Memory' in which he highlighted the fact that Burns, though one of the 
most politically sensitive Scotsmen of his age, never voted nor had the right to vote. 
Evidence of his frustration is widespread in his letters as well as in his poems. 

The traditional toasts were most acceptably made by our members: our sole speaking guest 
was Professor R B. Jack of Glasgow University who did us all proud-especially his host 
Tom Seadlock! 

Through the good offices of a former President of the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Glasgow, Tom Gibson, who happens to be one of our Club, the members met in 
the College premises in October and had a tour of the library and other facilities. We will 
long remember that evening. 

In June 1979, our annual outing was to Ayr, Mauchline and Tarbolton. Those pr.::sent had 
a real feast ofBumsiana not least in the Bachelor's Club in Tarbolton, well worth a visit by far 
more Clubs and members. 

ROBERT CORBETT 

50. Stirling. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling on 25th 
January. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Edward Frizzell, H.M. Inspector of 
Constabulary for Scotland. 

HENRY ROBB 

55. Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club. 219 members and friends attended this 
year's Bums Anniversary Dinner at the Pennine Hotel, Derby. The evening began with the 
President and his lady, Ron and Ann Grant, with honoured guests, being piped in by fellow 
Invemesian, John Mackenzie. The President then welcomed the assembled company, the 
Selkirk Grace was said by the Rev. Dr. W. Speirs after which a first class meal was served. 
Past President, Dr. W. F. Russell gave a very dramatic' Address to the Haggis'. Greetings 
from kindred societies were read by Junior Vice President, John Clarke. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by Past President, Derek Macleod, who had travelled from Edinburgh for 
the occasion. Rev. Charles Sutherland from Inverness proposed 'the land we live in' and the 
Mayor of Derby, Councillor Bob Newton replied. Maurice Ecuyer toasted 'The Lasses' and 
Annette Mackenzie replied. During the evening Burns' songs were sung by Kathleen Dick. 
A very enjoyable evening ended around midnight 

The year started with a visit from Glagow Youth Choir to the Assembly Rooms-our 
contribution to Derbyshire Festival-a wonderful evening, long to be remembered. 

The President's Reception, the St. Andrew's Dance, and Hogmanay Ball were all well 
attended and very successful functions. 

The two main Country Dance events-the Autumn Dance and the Tartan Dance-had 
excellent programmes and were well attended. 

KATHLEEN DICK 

62. Cupar Burns Club. A company of209 attended the Annual Anniversary Dinner held 
in the Corn Exchange, Cupar, on Friday 25th January 1980-an attendance which confinns 
the Cupar dinner as the largest all-male event in the country. Mr. David Yellowlees, 
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Muirhall, Perth, a well-known figure in Scottish National Farmers' Union and Scottish Milk 
Marketing Board affairs, proposed a first-class 'Immortal Memory'. 'Speed the Plough' was 
proposed by Mr. S. Irvine Rae, managing director of Brand and Rae, Ltd., the tile and 
concrete block makers, himself of Aberdeen farming stock, and the reply was ably given by 
Mr. Andrew Wedderburn, Mountquhanie House, near Cu par, a farmer and landowner in the 
north of Fire. Mr. Andrew Oliphant, chairman ofRothes Transport Ltd., Cupar, proposed 
the toast of 'The Lasses' and an officer from RAF Leuchars, Flight-Lieutenant William 
Alexander, replied on behalf of the fair sex. 

Mr. Jim Berry and his friends once again provided musical entertainment, solos being sung 
by Mr. George Budd, Anstruther. Excerpts from the Bard's work were given by Mr. Bob 
Carruthers, St. Andrews. 

Once again the club organised, along with the Fife Herald News, a most successful Bums 
Essay and Poetry Competition. The winning entries were published in the newspaper and 
once again the presentation of prizes took place in the newspaper offices at 21 Bonnygate, 
Cupar. The event was attended by many parents, and refreshments were provided by the 
Herald News. 

The club again visited the Church of Scotland Eventide Home at Kinloch House, 
Collessie, to hold the annual Bums Supper for the residents. During the evening the 
President, Councillor Andrew M. Scott, MBE, JP, handed over from the club a cheque for 
£120 to go to Home funds. The club also provided the refreshments for the evening. 

DUNCAN S. CAMPBELL 

68. The Sandyford Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner and Ball was held in the 
Albany Hotel, Glasgow on Friday 25th January 1980 with the President Charles W. Reid in 
the chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by A. I. Bowman, M.A., J.P. The toast to 
'The Lasses' was proposed by Alastair S. McLachlan, M.A., and replied to by Mrs. Anne K. 
Mundy, B.Sc., Ed.B., M.I.Biol. 

The Halloween Party was held in the Royal Scottish Automobile Club and the Annual 
Golf Outing was held at Buchanan Castle. 

NEIL MACDONALD 

69. Dunedin Burns Club. On 23rd January, 90 members and friends attended the Bums 
Anniversary Dinner which was held in the Southern Cross Hotel, Dunedin. Special guests 
included the Mayor and Mayoress of Dunedin, Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Skeggs, Mr. W. Vinnell, 
President of the Canterbury Bums Club and Mr. and Mrs. John MacDonald, Sydney. Mr. 
Vinnell proposed the 'Immortal Memory' toast. On Sunday 27th January, the Mayor of 
Dunedin placed a wreath on the Bums Statue in the Octagon. Immediately following the 
wreath-laying, some 50 members attended a Church parade in the First Church of Otago, 
Dunedin, the first Minister of which was the Poet's nephew, Rev. Dr. Thomas Bums. The 
lessons at this service were read by the President, Mr. H.J. Horrell and Miss Hilary Shanks, a 
member of the Ladies Committee. A Bums Anniversary Concert was held in the Concert 
Chamber of the Dunedin Town Hall on 26th January was attended by approximately 600 
persons. This was the 93rd Anniversary Concert to have been organised by the club. 

On 29th September, 35 members journeyed to Christchurch where they were the guests of 
the Canterbury Burns Club at a very friendly and sociable function. 

On the third Wednesday of each month concerts are held in Bums Hall, Dunedin, at which 
the average attendance is approximately 11 O persons. The programme for these concerts 
always has a Bums Flavour and a short talk on Robert Bums is given by member of the club 
executive committee. 

Members of the Dunedin Bums Club Entertainment Group provided entertainment at old 
peoples' homes, rest homes and hospital institutions during the year. 

A.R RACKLEY 
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72. Partick Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Refectory of Glasgow 
University on 25th January under the Presidency of Mr. A. Ronald Rae. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Sheriff Irvine Smith and the toast of'Old Partick' by Mr. Robin 
McLellan. There were present 130 members and guests who agreed it was an excellent and 
memorable evening. 

RUSSELL A. SHARP 

80. Galt Burns Club. On 26th January our 72nd Annual Banquet was held in the 
Masonic Temple. We were privileged to have Dr. Jim Connor of London Burns Club that 
hosted the 1979 Burns Federation Conference as our speaker on the 'Immortal Memory'. 
Bob Chalmers piped in the Haggis carried by Vice President Sam Owens. Mr. Bill Pettigrew 
gave Burns' 'Address to the Haggis'. Soloists were Mr. Ben Fraser and Mrs. Ina Milne. We 
had three Presidents at the head table. They were Dr. Jim Connor(London Burns Club), Mr. 
John Blyth (Hamilton Burns Club) and Mr. Tom Milne (Galt Burns Club) who was our 
Master of Ceremonies. 

This year the Galt Burns Club and the Ladies Auxiliary amalgamated as one club. This 
was the first year any member of the Galt Burns Club attended the Burns Federation 
Conference. We had 8 delegates from our club. This gave us a chance to learn more about 
Burns and especially the Burns Federation. We held our annual St. Andrew's night on 24th 
November and had several meetings, with a social evening for members. 

MRS. GRETIA HANLEY 

82. Arbroath Burns Club. A record attendance of 128 members attended the Annual 
Supper in the Hotel Seaforth on Friday 25th January 1980. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. Alan K. Smith of Brechin who is Vice-President of the Montrose Bums 
Club. Mr. Smith's address was outstanding and was greatly admired by those present. The 
other toasts and items of entertainment were in traditional form and equalled the high standard 
of previous performances. The evening was regarded by all as an unqualified success and 
provided encouragement for the Club's new President Alex. M. Harrison. 

HARRY C. NICOLL 

85. Dunfermline United Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held at the City 
Hotel, Dunfermline on 23rd January 1980. Mr. Douglas S. Wright, a Past President of the 
Glasgow Haggis Club now living in Dunfermline, submitted the 'Immortal Memory'. Mrs. 
Margaret Dean replied to the Rev. Duncan L. McConicey's toast to 'The Lasses'. Another 
Past President of the Glasgow Haggis Club, Mr. David Scott, and Mr. Wright's wife May, 
contributed a suitable mixture of solos and duets towards the success and enjoyment of the 
occasion. 

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine was in the chair. 
J. TORRIE 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. 25th January is a great day in the life of any Burns Club or 
Caledonian Society and there is always an air of excitement in the Sunderland Burns Club as 
the great day approaches. I don't know if our ceremony in the morning is unique but it gives 
added interest to the Anniversary Celebrations. We gather in the Sunderland Museum 
where the President gives a short oration on the Poet and places a laurel wreath on the Bust of 
Burns. He then recites a verse from 'The Vision': 

And wear thou this she solemn said 
And bound the holly round my head 
The polished leaves and berries red did rustling play 
And like a passing thought she fled in light away. 

Our 83rd Annual Dinner was held in the Roker Hotel, Sunderland, where 124 Burnsians 
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and friends gathered to enjoy (perhaps their first) taste of haggis, addressed by Mr. Malcolm 
Mair, and to listen to excellent speeches and Bums songs. The President Mr. B. Howat, 
welcomed the guests including Mr. James Inglis, Past President of the Federation, who 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. 

Mr. C. Diamond, our guest from Northumberland & Durham Caledonian Society, 
proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and I am sure the lassies fell for Charlie, as he likes to be 
known. Mrs. Anne Donnan, the immediate Past President, repled to the toast-she 
overcame her shyness and went on from strength to strength to giver her audience a real good 
laugh. A very happy company brought the official proceedings to a close with the singing of 
Auld Lang Syne. A short dance followed. 

Two members of the club took part in other Bums functions. Mr. M. Mair proposed the 
'Immortal Memory' at Darlington Bums Association and Mr. Bob Wilson proposed the same 
toast at the Masonic Lodge Stewart, Seaham, C. Durham. 

No doubt much will be written about the 1979 Federation Conference held at London, 
Ontario, but, as secretary of the Sunderland Burns Club, may I say a few words on behalf of 
eleven members who attended that never to be forgotten event. First of all sincere thanks to 
Jock Thomson for all the preliminary work and then Dr. Connor and the London Burns Club 
for the way they organised this, the first ever, conference held outside the U.K. From the 
time our plane landed at Toronto until we left two weeks later, we were wined and dined and 
overwhelmed with hospitality; the organisation of the conference was excellent and our stay at 
the Halls of Residence, Western University, a happy one. The traditional greetings of'your 
welcome' and 'have a good day' were much appreciated and the hand of friendship extended 
to us by Scots and Canadians alike will always be remembered. 

On the Friday evening prior to flying out to Canada, we were guests of Mr. Mackenzie and 
Mr. Smith at Irvine Museum, and had a most interesting tour of the museum, followed by a 
buffet meal. 

ROBERT G, WILSON 

95. Bolton Burns Club. On 25th January 1980, 130 members and friends attended our 
Bums Anniversary Dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. C. W. Train, 
Past President of the Federation. Our Special Guests included Mr. Redgate, Chairman of 
the Area Health Authority. Mr. K. Platt, our President, presented Mr. G. Diggle Junior with 
a cheque for a charity sponsored 'Haggis' run and we had our usual collection for the Jean 
Armour Burns Houses. One of our members, Mr. Alan Macivor, was the singer for the 
evening. 

The season opened with a Ceilidh, followed with our usual dances, film shows and literary 
evenings. Mr. Fred Sinden, Honorary Member of our Club who has recently moved away to 
Darlington, and is now a memberofthe Burns Club there, returned to Bolton on two occasions 
to entertain us with songs and poems of Burns. These evenings were enjoyed immensely by 
our members. Our dancing team are still doing good work with their Charity evenings. 

MRS W. G. DIGGLE 

112. Burns HowfTCJub, Dumfries. The Club's ninety second Anniversary Dinner was 
held in the Globe Inn on Friday 25th January 1980. A capacity house heard the 'Immortal 
Memory' proposed by Mr. Jimmy Reid, Clydebank. In a powerful address, Mr. Reid 
demolished some of the myths surrounding Burns' life, particularly Bums the Drunkard and 
Burns the Rake. Mr. Reid received a standing ovation, and was later admitted an Honorary 
Member of the Club, Other toasts were, 'The Bums Federation' proposed by the Club 
Treasurer. Mr. E. J. Harvey; Reply by Mr. A. Finlayson. 'The Lasses', proposed by Mr. D. 

110 



Urquhart. 'The Globe Inn', proposed by Dr. G. S. Stirling, and replied to by Mr. G. R. 
McKerrow. The President, Mr. H. D. Sloan was in the Chair. 

Earlier, at the wreath laying ceremony at Bums Mausoleum, the Club's tribute was laid by 
Mr. Reid. 

A successful Tam o' Shanter Reciting Competition was held in the Globe Inn in June 1979, 
to coincide with the Dumfries ·Guid Nychubrris' Week. The overall winner was Mr. Alex 
Pool of Langholm. Mrs. C. Morrison, Callander, received the Ladies trophy, and Mr. N. 
McKeand, Dumfries was runner-up. 

A full social programme included the traditional Hallowe'en Supper, when the guest 
speaker was Mr. George Thompson, Fonner M.P. for Galloway. Special guest artistes were 
Mr. J. Hempstead and Mr. W. Henry of Dumbarton Bums Club, who delighted the company 
with their songs and stories. St. Andrew's Day was celebrated with a Dinner on 29th 
November 1979, when the guest speaker was Mr. E. Errington, Secretary of the Dumfries 
and Galloway Hospital Board. The Annual Ladies Night Dinner Dance was held at the 
Bruce Hotel, Annan, when guests from Dumfries Ladies andAnnan Ladies Bums Clubs were 
entertained. 

Members took part in a BBC Radio programme on Bums Border tour which later was 
broadcast on Radio Three. Several parties from other clubs were met and conducted round 
Dumfries and district. Once again. the club co-operated with the Scottish Tourist Board on 
various promotional activities. 

As a result of a major fund raising exercise, the Clubroom in the Globe Inn was re
decorated and re-furnished during the season. 

0. SMITH 

124. The Ninety Burns Club. The 90th Anniversary Dinner of the 'Ninety' was held on 
19th January 1980 when the ·immortal Memory· was ably proposed by Mr. Ian Stewart, 
B. Com., the TV personality, who was one of the cast of the original production of Robert 
Kemp's play 'The Other Dear Charmer' (about Robert Bums and Clarinda). The toast to 
'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. J. Christie, D.L., and replied to by Miss P. M. Stuart, W.S. 

The speaker at the Autumn 1979 Dinner of the Club was Captain Douglas H. Gray, 
O.B.E., D.S.C., ChiefHarbour Master of the Firth of Forth. No visiting speaker was invited 
to the Club's Spring 1980 Dinner. This was a 'family' occasion when the company was 
entertained by the Club members and their friends. Mr. D. G. Blyth, a former President of 
the 'Ninety' has been appointed President of the Edinburgh District Bums Clubs Association. 

J, C. MCVITTIE 

149. Elgin Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner, held on 25thJ anuary, in a new venue
Elgin Town Hall. We had outgrown our previous 'home' in the Gordon Arms Hotel, Elgin, 
as continual increase in members and the number of members wishing to bring guests made us 
seek more commodious accommodation. The principal guest was Sheriff Roy A. Wilson, 
Sheriff at Elgin, who gave the ·immortal Memory' and we had the largest attendance ever, 
with 154 members and guests being present. 

Although we missed the printer's deadline for the l 979 Chronicle it is worthy of mention 
that our 1979 Dinner was also a great success, our principal guest on that occasion being Sir 
Andrew Gilchrist. 

For a number of years this Club has been donating to the libraries of the secondary schools 
in the immediate area, a copy of each Chronicle and these are gratefully received by the 
Headmasters. Might we suggest that if other Clubs established this practice it would be 
beneficial to Bums studies and also greatly boost the sales of the Chronicle, the cost ofa few 
more Chronicles spread over a large number of Dinner tickets being negligible. 

W. D. G. CHALMERS 
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158. Darlington Burns Association. The Annual Dinner was held in the King's Head 
Hotel on Thursday 24th January 1980. Mr. Malcolm M. Mair of Sunderland proposed the 
toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. Frederick Sinden Addressed the Haggis and ably assisted 
Audrey Taylor in giving voice to some C1f Bums songs. The Presidents' evening was 
celebrated on 3 lst October 1979. St. Andrew's Celebration on 28th November 1979 and 
the season ended with a Scottish Miscellany on 12th March 1980. 

MRG. WALKER 

167. The Birmingham and Midland Scottish Society. A further successful year under 
the guidance of our new President Mrs. Frances A. D. Highway, a native ofTarbolton, and 
well known in matters Bums. She has been able to further our knowledge of the Bard and with 
a most able speaker in Mr. Purdie our Annual Bums Dinner was a very great success. It was 
attended by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham and many other guests from kindred societies 
here in the West Midlands. Our Hogrnanay Ball continues successfully with our friends John 
MacGregor and his lads providing our music for the occasion. In spite of adverse monetary 
conditions our attendance at most other functions continues to keep reasonably up in 
numbers. It is felt however that there being more holidays nowadays makes the maintenance 
of many functions in the calendar much more difficult. We extend greetings from our 
association to all throughout the U.K. and overseas; a welcome awaits if any are ever in 
Birmingham. Best wishes to all in the Federation. 

A. R. STALKER 

173 Irvine Burns Club. Nearly 200 people attended the I 54th Annual Celebration when 
President James T. Foulds delivered a well-researched 'Immortal Memory'. 'The Founder 
Members' and 'The Memory of Bonnie Jean' were ably proposed by Vice-President James 
Wilson. Vice-President Elect, James M. Miller, Chief Executive ofCunninghame District 
Council, proposed a warm and sincere toast to 'The Royal Burgh of Irvine' and Provost 
Matthew Brown replied. Our artistes, Bob Shankland, Bob McCrum and Jack Rennie gave 
another sparkling performance. One innovation this year was Gerard Quinn, flautist, 
accompanied by Father Moore. 

The Woodlands Burns Supper for the old folks was well supported with donations from 
Stanecastle Hotel, Hyster, Queen of Scots and Irvine Co-op. We have found another barn at 
Kirkland Farm for our Barn Dance and over 400 people had a great time. The St. Andrew's 
Night speakers were Sheriff Neil Gow, Rod McLennan and Louise Brown. Our Burgh 
Museum is now completed and is a credit to the co-ordinator, Jack Ramsey, and the artists 
Ted and Elizabeth Odling. If you are in our area, don't miss it. The official opening by 
Provost Brown was a gala occasion which will long be remembered by all our guests and 
friends. A very full musical programme was held with assistance from the Scottish Arts 
Council. We kept up our happy association with many other clubs, notably Dundonald and 
Kilbimie. Many fund raising events have been held to gather funds for the '81 Conference. 
The Club presented, through the Clement Wilson Foundation, a medallion to Cunninghame 
District Council for use by the Provost thus continuing the link with tradition. 

WILLIAM COWAN 

197. Winnipeg Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was an outstanding success, 
artistic&lly and socially with nearly 200 members and friends enjoying the festivities. 
President, Lt. Col. A. R. Maciver discharged the duties of the chair with his usual aplomb and 
humour. 

The Hon. Douglas L. Campbell. former Premier of Manitoba. proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory', speaking without notes for nearly three-quarters of an hour: a remarkable 
achievement for an octogenarian. His address covered a wide range of Robert Bums' life, 
mixing pathos, humour and factual life in acceptable proportion, delivered with fine wit. 
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Pipe-Major Neil Barbour, Club Piper, escorted the Haggis which was addressed by his father, 
Past President John Barbour. Neil also played for two young ladies who treated us to some 
excellent Highland dancing. 

Youthful Peter Barnes in kilt, sang several Burns songs with warmth and feeling, 
accompanied by Ron Krug, also kilted. 

In August six of our members journeyed to London, Ontario to attend the Burns Federation 
Conference. It was apparent that Dr. Connor and his committee left no stone unturned to 
ensure the maximum enjoyment for all the delegates. The accommodation and food were 
excellent and the services all that could be desired. 

A book could be written about this event that will live long in the memories of all who 
attended. We were fortunate to obtain transcripts of addresses given by Prof. Waterson and 
Jenny Connor to be passed around among our members for study. 

During the year we were able to secure improvement of the area around the statue of Robert 
Burns on the Legislative Building grounds, the cost being borne by the Manitoba 
Government, to whom it was presented in 1936; after a fund-raising campaign that lasted 25 
years. Many varieties of floral plants have replaced bare concrete walks, according to our 
wishes, and we will ensure the practice continues in the years to come. The story of the 
struggle for funds to erect the statue would make interesting reading, which the writer may 
tackle later. The largest contributor was Scottish-American (if there is such a man) 
Andrew Carnegie, philanthropist, millionaire industrialist who donated $500.00 about 1911 
or so. 

Our Club benefited from an influx of several new members who have agreed to accept 
various offices. Bob Wardell as Vice-President and Dave Logan and Les Archibald as 
Executive Committee members. 

Lt. Col. A. R. Maciver will hand the President's gavel to Bill Conway, after a term of 
sincere effort to further our objectives. Bill has demonstrated his ability and keen interest, 
serving as Vice-President for some time. 

We wish all Burns Clubs, wherever located, further successes in all their activities. 
ED. R. EVANS 

198. Gorebridge Burns Club. The Club held its Anniversary Dinner in Vogrie Hall on 
26th January 1980. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Abe Train, 
Past President of the Burns Federation. He gave a very full and constructive ovation on the 
works of Robert Burns. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. W. Clark and ably 
answered by Mrs. S. Clark. A very full and varied programme was carried out by tne 
members of the Club. The vote of thanks to the artistes was ably proposed by Mr. D. Blyth, 
President of Edinburgh District Burns Club Association. The evening concluded with a 
dance for our members. 

The Club held a St. Andrew's Night in Vogrie Hall. The toast was proposed by Mr. A. 
Law. The Quarterly Meeting of the Burns Federation was held in Club Premises on 16th 
June as guests of the Burns Club. The Literature Competitions of the Federation were held in 
our three primary schools. The Club donated 20 book prizes as well as a wrist watch to the 
overall winner in Gorebridge Primary. The School Burns Supper was also held in 
Gorebridge Primary School. The Club will be taking 120 pupils to the Burns Country on 
June 3rd. The Club had visits from Burns Clubs in Coalsnaughton, Fallin, Newarthill, Airts, 
Prestonpans, Easthouses Miners and Ercildoune. Five members of our Club attended the 
Conference in Canada in August. The Club also attended the Service in Leglen Woods. 

ALEXANDER LAW 

217. Eskdale Burns Club. The club's Anniversary Supper was held on 25th January 
1980. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Andrew Armstrong of Lochmaben. 

In his opening remarks the Club's Honorary President, Mr. Arthur Elliot, congratulated 
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Mr. Alex Pool ofLangholm on behalf of all club members for winning the nationwide Tam o' 
Shanter recitation competition at Dumfries. 

SHEENA T. ELLIOT 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. On 25th January 1980, the customary wreath was laid at 
Bums Statue outside Greyfriars. Attendance at the Memorial Service in St. Michael's 
Church was larger than usual. Members of staff and pupils of Troqueer School attended. 
Divine worship was conducted by the Rev. John Pagan. After the service the President 
presided at the Mausoleum. Representatives of the Regional Council, the Nithsdale District 
Council and of other clubs were in attendance. The Provost ofNithsdale laid the principal 
wreath on behalf of the community. 

In the evening the President presided at the Anniversary Supper. The Immortal Memory 
was submitted by Mr. Alec Campbell. Mr. Peter James proposed the Toast of the Town and 
Trade and this was replied to by Provost Brown Simpson. Mr. Wilson Ogilvie proposed 'The 
Lasses' and Miss Hamilton, Sister Tutor at Cresswell Hospital, replied. 

A good number of members and guests attended St. Andrew's Night. An attractive 
musical programme had been arranged. Mr. Noel Dinwiddie was admitted to Honorary 
membership. 

In the course of time under review thirteen members have resigned but six have been 
admitted to Ordinary Membership. Two Ordinary Members have been elected to Honorary 
Membership. Three Honorary Members have died, ex-Provost Ernie Robertson, G. H. 
Gordon and Fred Belford. The membership of the club is now seventeen Honorary 
Members and one hundred Ordinary Members. 

J. A C. MCFADDEN 

237. Uddingston Masonic Burns Club. One hundred members and friends attended the 
dinner in the Masonic Hall, Uddingston on 2nd February 1980. Mr. George Anderson, Past 
President Glasgow and District Bums Association proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. 
Joseph Polson, Secretary of the Club, gave the Address to the Haggis while members and 
friends provided the other toasts. 

JOSEPH POLSON 

238. Burns Club of Atlanta. With much anticipation the members of the Bums Club of 
Atlanta again prepared for yet another 'Annual Denner' held at the Atlanta Bums Cottage (a 
replica of the Bard's birthplace built in 1910). The evening was filled with merriment and 
fine toasts, the 'Immortal Memory' having been delivered most eloquently by member 
Douglas G. MacRae. After the address 'Tae the Haggis' by member Bill Scott everyone 
enjoyed a delicious supper. Bob Cargill gave the toast 'Tae the Lasses' which was responded 
to by Betty Clark, wife of former Club president Frank 'The Shine' Clark. After supper and 
good cheers the Installation of Officers was held and the evening was adjourned by the piano 
playing of John Ness and the Club's traditional singing of Auld Lang Syne. 

The Club held its annual Ceilidh in September with singing, dancing and piping. Club 
members continue to participate in the programme spearheaded by Gordon Kenney by 
visiting hospitals and convalescent homes with dancing, piping and other Scottish cultural 
events in order to share our heritage, activities and friendship with those less fortunate. 

WILLIAM M WALLACE. JR 

250. St. Andrew's & Caledonian Society, B.C. St. Andrew's Dinner and Ball. Saturday 
22nd November 1980. The Bums Dinner. Concert and Ball, Saturday 24th January 1981. 

Annual Installation of Officers, Thursday I 8th September l 980. 
Annual Burns Memorial Service. Bums Monument, Beacon Hill Park. Sunday 25th 

January 1981. 
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Church Service, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Sunday 30th November 1980. 
Annual Strawberry Social, Thursday 19th June 1980. 

CHARLIE CAMERON 

252. Alloway Burns Club. The 'Immortal Memory' was very ably proposed by William 
Miller M.A., at our Annual Dinner which was held in the Belleisle House Hotel, on 24th 
January 1980. We were honoured to have with us on that occasion the President of the Bums 
Federation, Mr. S. K. Gaw, and his wife, also the President of the Ayrshire Association of 
Bums Clubs, Mr. T. McMillan and his wife. Also present were a party of friends from 
Teeside, who fly up each year to our Annual Supper, this year being the eighth supper in 
succession which they have attended. The toast to the Lasses was very wittily proposed by 
Mr. T. Raffell, Manager of the Land of Bums Centre, Alloway, a very humorous reply to the 
toast was made by Provost M. G. Parker, M.A., J.P., of Kilmarnock and Loudoun District 
Council. 

The October Function was a most successful Whist Drive, held in Alloway Public Hall. 
Our St. Andrew's Night celebration took the form of a very interesting talk given by Mr. 
Letham Connell, Curator of the Bums Cottage, and a Member of Alloway Bums Club 
Council. Musical entertainment was provided by the Ayr Music Makers. This function was 
held in the Belleisle House Hotel. 

In February 1980, a very successful Slide Show and Talk on the work of the National Trust 
for Scotland was given by D. L. Richardson, of the National Trust. This function was held in 
the home of Alloway Bums Club, the Alloway Public Hall. In March we had an open night in 
the Bums Cottage. We were welcomed by W. H. Dunlop, M.B.E., C.A., Hon. Secretary & 
Treasurer and Trustee of the Bums Monument and Cottage. Mr. Dunlop gave us a very 
interesting talk and guided tour. It was a very enjoyable evening, culminating with a very 
welcome supper of tea and cakes provided by the staff of the Cottage. 

The Club's Annual General Meeting was held in the Alloway Public Hall on Thursday 
lOth April 1980. After the business was completed a cup of tea was served to all present. 
During the Bums Festival the Club staffed a very successful fund raising stall at the Holy Fair. 
in the Rozelle Estate. the various functions held during this Festival were well attended by 
officials and members of the Club, as were the laying of Wreaths at the Bums Statue Square, 
Ayr, in January and July, and also the Service at Leglen Wood in July. 

GEORGE A. BRYAN 

263. Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. Once again our club had a full yearof activity. We 
had seven meetings from October to March, plus our AGM in April. All of our speakers 
were experts on their subjects and our members were entertained by various talks, from 'The 
forging of a Nation' to 'Bums the Satirist'. 

We held our childrens verse-speaking competition on l st March where those participating 
gave our adjudicator Mr. Abe Train a difficult task to choose the winners. Our Bums Supper 
was held on 25thJanuary and was enhanced by Bro. A. T. Gordon, P.P., amemberofourown 
club setting a precedent by giving the toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. St. Andrew's Night 
was a successful night when we met to celebrate the toast to St. Andrew & Scotland. 

JIM DARROCH 

275. Ayr Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Gartferry Hotel, Ayr, on 26th 
January 1980. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. David Purdie, M.B., Ch.B., 
M.R.C.0.G., of Ninewel!s Hospital, Dundee who gave an excellent address which was 
appreciated by a large audience. Our customary toasts with replies to 'Auld Ayr' and 'The 
Lasses', interspersed with renderings of Bums songs, completed a most enjoyable evening. 

On Friday 25th January 1980 at 12.30 p.m. the annual Wreath-laying Ceremony was held 
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at the Bums Statue Square, Ayr. Our Leglen Wood Ceremony was held on 22nd July 1979 
in fair weather and attended by a large gathering. The Rev. Douglas Glover, Darlington 
Church, Ayr, gave an inspiring address. The Rev. Robert Brown who has succeeded the Rev. 
Lyle Wilson (now retired) to the charge of St. Quivox, conducted the service for the first time, 
the first we hope of many to come. 

Our annual donation of book prizes for Bums Competitions was made to the local schools 
and several of our Council members attended the end-of-term ceremonies by invitation which 
they are always delighted to accept The Ayr Bums Club Trophy forthe Junior Section of the 
Verse-speaking Competition held during the Festival Week was presented by one of our Vice
Presidents, Miss S. Bowman. 

The Rev. Melville Schofield of the Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock gave the address at our St 
Andrew's Night Supper held in the Gartferry Hotel on 29th November 1979 and fifteen ladies 
from the Belmont Choir, Ayr, effected a charming complement to a very pleasant evening. 

Youthful artistes from the local schools provided the entertainment for our Social Evening 
and showed themselves to be just as talented as the boys and girls of previous years. As well 
as delightful performances from the singers and reciters we had items on the violin, flute, 
accordion and two bonnie kilted lassies gave a stirring duet on the bagpipes. 

The ladies of the Club ran a very successful Coffee Morning in the Cathcart Church Halls 
in February and the proceeds were used to make a sizeable contribution to the funds for the 
Federation Conference to be held in Irvine in 1981. 

K. G, MCCALLUM 

293. Newcraighall Welfare Poosie Nansie Club. Our Annual Supper was held on 21 st 
January held in Niddrie Bowling Club. Ex ProvostJ. Kane gave ouroration which was given 
a Grand Ovation from our members. There were 75 members at the supper. We made our 
local minister, the Rev. J. Sinclair an Honorary Member. After supper, various songs were 
rendered by members and a sum of £20 was collected for the Mauchline Homes. 

Our Arinual Bowling game for the Kelly Shield was played and was won by one of our 
members D. Nicolson. 

ROBERT HENDRY 

307. Edinburgh Ayrshire Association. The Burns Supper was held on Wednesday 23rd 
January and the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Gordon Grant of the Greyfriars 
Remainder Book Shop who took as his theme 'Burns in Guid Black Prent'. Our President 
Mrs. C. Mejka presided when about 120 members and friends were present Toast to the 
Lassies Mr. Graham Hadden; Reply Mrs. Amelia Gregor. Soloists; Miss Valeria Hogg and 
Mr. John Wightman. Accompanist; Miss Lottie Seggie. Address to the Haggis Mr. R 
Irvine. Readings; Mr. G. Henderson Laing. Piper; Stuart Fraser. 

Soiree; Whist Drive; Coffee Morning; Social Evening; Surprise Night; Conducted Tour of 
Duddingston Village; Ramble/Barbecue. 

G. HENDERSON LAING 

310. Mauchline Bums Club. The Annual Celebration took place in the Loudon Arms 
Hotel. The principal speaker was the Very Rev. Andrew Herron, B.D., LL.B., D.D. An 
appeal to raise funds for the recently purchased fichu belonging to the Bonnie Lasso' Balloch· 
myle raised £42. 

The Club is holding meetings fortnightly from October to April and is thriving with an 
enthusiastic membership. Subjects ranged from the reminiscences of an ex-Secretary of 
State for Scotland to those of a lighthouse keeper. The Club continues its working interest in 
the Burns House Museum and the Burns graves in the Parish Church graveyard. 

D. I. LYELL 
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314. Scottish Burns Club, Edinburgh. The President, Mr. Mcintyre Hood, retired 
owing to serious ill health. 

The Anniversary Supper was held on the 19th January when Mr. Alex Bruce gave the 
'Immortal Memory' entirely in verse. 

On Sunday, 5th August 1979 the annual outing was to the 'Princess Louise Hospital', 
Erskine for badly wounded ex-servicemen, when a donation of £80 was handed over. 

From October to April monthly meetings were well attended on a variety of subjects. 
On the 22nd March a Memorial Service and Concert was held in memory of our late 
Secretary, Mrs. Jessie A. Bruce when £70 was realised for the Atholl Centre, Pitlochry 
which provides holidays for people in need. 

ALEXANDER BRUCE. M.lnst.T. 

323. Kirkcudbright Burns Club. On 25thJ anuary 1980 the anniversary dinner was held 
in the Royal Hotel, Kirkcudbright. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Haig Gordon from the BBC. This was 
accompanied by poems and recitations and supported by other toasts to the 'Lasses', 
'Agriculture' and 'The Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright' under the Chairmanship of James 
Dunlop. 

ADAM GRAY 

336. Peterhead Burns Club. The 154th Supper of Peterhead Burns Club was held in the 
Palace Hotel on Friday 25th January 1980. Charles B. Kelman, Club President, who 
represented the Club at the Conference in London, Ontario, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' 
and did so admirably. Mr. Kelman, the first native born Peterheadian to be President of the 
Club for 35 years, presided over a gathering of over 230 members and guests. 'Other 
Scottish Poets' was proposed by Mr. Cuthbert Graham literary critic of the Aberdeen Press & 
Journal. 

It is with sincere regret that we have to report the sudden death of Mr. W. Robert Buchan, 
the local Harbour Superintendent, who was one of the Club's most enthusiastic and loyal 
members. 

JOHN MITCHELL MELVIN SMITH 

340. Balerno Burns Club •. The Club held their Anniversary Supper in the Kestrel Hotel, 
Balemo on Saturday 26th January 1980. President Edward McCue was in the Chair. 65 
partook of supper. Doctor Derek Sneddon, a club member, gave the ·immortal Memory' his 
main theme on Robert Burns was his amazing mental ability with the sparse education he had, 
while physically weakened with a strained heart all his working life, and carrying on the 
demanding work of farm life linked with the tragic lack of medical knowledge. 

Wm. Shanks and John Mathers were croupiers. James Dunbar Addressed the Haggis. 
The children of primary 7 of Deanpark School, Balerno held their own Burns Supper the 
following week supervised by their headmaster Mr. Falconer. The children carry out the 
whole entertainment and the teachers are waitresses. 

Burns Competitions were held in February in the school-song, verse, essay on Burns and 
literary competition on the Scots language. Song and verse I sts and 2nds go forward to 
compete in the Edinburgh & District Bums Competitions. Primary 7 only. The Balemo 
Burns Club donate prizes for competitions held at Balemo. The children won second and 
third in song at Danderhall in the E. & D.B. Federation competitions in March. Balemo 
Burns Club held a dance in December and March respectively. We call it 'A Nicht wi the 
Lasses', it is the 7th one. The Club celebrates their centenary next January. We mourn the 
loss of a past and famous schoolmaster at Balerno from 1922 to 193 3, Fred Belford. It was 
Fred, in 1925 who advised us to join the Burns Federation. In the same year he started the 
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schools competitions. He gave the Immortal Memory here in 1969, and up to 7 years ago, 
judged our preliminary competitions at the school, the headmaster sends the art to Dumfries, 
results usually June. (Wm. R. Shanks won the Lothian Award in recognition of his social 
work to the community of Balerno). 

WM. R. SHANKS 

349. Howff Burns Club. Our St. Andrew's Night was held in the Tudor Inn on 
Monday, 3rd December 1979. 

Our Anniversary Dinner was held in the Tudor Inn on Monday, 2lst January 1980, 
when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Ken Foulis. 

Wreaths were laid by the Club at Burns Statue Square last July, also at the Kay Park 
Burns Monument. A wreath was also laid on 25th January 1980at Ayr. 

Three members of the How ff attended the Annual Conference in London, Ontario. 
MRS. SARAH LOGAN 

350. Markin eh Burns Club. The annual Bums Supper was held in Laurel Bank Hotel on 
Friday 25th January 1980, when a company of some 140 enjoyed an excellent traditional 
supper. Bill Mackintosh, our President, was in good form in the chair and for the first time in 
the history of our Club, the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by a lady and Mrs. Jenny 
Greenaway received a standing ovation. All the speakers were of the first class as were the 
singers, under the command of Bill Beveridge and accompanied by Miss Hannah Houston, 
L.R.A.M. at the piano. The Haggis was piped in by Pipe Major John Stewart and Mrs. Jen. 
Todd was Poosie Nancy. 

The School Competition still goes on very strongly and we are indebted to the schoolmaster 
and his staff for their valuable assistance in coaching the pupils in their recitations and we 
hope that they will long continue to do so. 

ARCHIBALD MITCHELL 

360. Lochee Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 25th January 1980. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by Mr. Arthur Smith the 'Bardo' Fife'. The 
toast to 'The Lasses' was very well received and most suitably replied to by Mrs. Agnes Caird, 
President of the Ladies section. A most enjoyable evening included rendering ofBurns Songs 
and a dance. Several of our artistic members gave their services to a number of old folks 
homes, supplying the Haggis and a Dropie o' the Cratur. 

THOMAS YOUNG 

366. Liverpool Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on Saturday 26th 
January 1980, in the Liverpool Centre Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
T. C. Campbell, a Past President of the Lancashire & Cheshire Federation of Scottish 
Societies. Other speakers included the Lord Mayor of Liverpool. The Address to the 
Haggis was given by the President (Mr. George A. Ackers). The evening concluded with 
dancing. 

Usual programme of social and lectures held. One of the Lecture evenings was devoted to 
talks and slides on the Canadian Conference, given by members of the Club who attended. 
Pleased to report that the membership has increased during the season. 

MARGARET J. BIRKHEAD 

377. Kilbirnie Rosebery Bums Club. Our Anniversary Supper was again highly 
entertaining, attended by a large enthusiastic company. The Rev. D. Paterson M.D.-the 
happy padre-enthralled the company with his toast to the 'Immortal Memory' which was 
both amusing and sincere. The Club's Vice President, Walter Menzies kept up the high 
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standard of the evening with his toast to the 'Lasses'. 
Once again the halloween dance was a highly successful night. 
Our final night was enjoyed by all in a 'Call my Bluff quiz game. The combined side 

comprising cronies from Griffen and Irvine Bums Club were victorious. A social evening 
followed. 

TOM SMITH 

378. Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Associations. By kind permission of the keeperof 
the National Portrait Gallery, Queen Street, Edinburgh, the annual wreath-laying ceremony 
was held at the Flaxman Statue on Sunday 20th January 1980. The Bums Monument in 
Regent Road is still undergoing restoration. 

The Annual Verse and Song Competition was held on Saturday 8th March in 
Danderhall Primary School. 

Certificates were presented to each Competitor and a cup presented to the winner in each 
Verse and Song. A prize Draw was also held. 

G. HENDERSON LAING 

393. Annan Ladies' Burns Club. On Thursday 24th January 1980 the Annual 
Anniversary Dinner was held in the Bruce Restaurant when Mr. James Jackson of Annan 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. The Haggis was addressed by Mr. Donald Murray, B.Sc. 
and was piped in by Mr. Leslie Watson. Mr. Jackson also gave an outstanding recital of 
'Tam o' Shanter' as was his 'Wullie Wastle'. The Secretary read greetings cards from as far 
north as Aberdeen and as far south as Plymouth-tokens of friendship indeed. The various 
toasts were ably given by our memebers. We had two delegates from the Rosamound Club, 
Gretna also two delegates from the Annan Evergreen Club at the top table. A most enjoyable 
evening. 

As usual, our meetings were well attended and we have had a full programme of events. A 
Coffee Evening in October helped swell our funds. Halloween Party in November. Our 
guest speaker for St. Andrew's Night was Mr. George Anderson, Publicity Officer to the Bum 
Federation. It was a pleasure indeed to have George with us, especially as he took pains to 
tell us he had come all the way from Rutherglen and not Glasgow. Again we were 
entertained by the talented Watson family. Our usual Christmas Party in December was 
enjoyed by seventy five ladies. Not a man in sight!! February we held our Annual Draw and 
Mrs. M. J. Smith showed us a film of the Canadian Conference which she had attended. The 
closing social in March rounded off a most successful session. Outing to Morecambe 
planned for 7th June. 

MRS. SALLY KNIGHT 

401. Brig-En' (Waverley). The Anniversary Dinner Dance took place on Friday 25th 
January 1980 in the Waverley Hotel, Dumfries. Dr. W. D. Balfour. Club President 
welcomed a large gathering of members and friends before he addressed the Haggis in great 
style. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by the Rev. John Pagan, minister of St. 
Michaels Church, Dumfries, who in that capacity had earlier in the day conducted the wreath 
laying ceremony at Burns Mausoleum in St. Michaels Churchyard, which had been attended 
by many clubs from the district. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was given this year by Mr. Tom Hogg, whose wit and humour was 
much appreciated by the Company. Miss Molly Wilson gave a very able and equally 
humorous reply on behalf of the Lasses. Mr. Michael Webb complimented all the speakers 
for their contribution towards another memorable evening. Thereafter followed a dance and 
community singing. Master of Ceremonies was Mr. David Solley, and Piper Kerr again was 
in attendance for what he tells us was his 25th year of the Brig-En Burns Supper to pipe in the 
Haggis. ROBERT AGNEW 
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403. Fraserburgh Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on Saturday 26th 
January 1980 when almost two hundred members and guests heard the 'Immortal Memory' 
proposed by Mr. David D. Murison, M.A., B.A., Editor of the Scottish National Dictionary. 
Mr. Murison, who is a native ofFraserburgh and who has recently retired to the town, is an 
Honorary Life Member of the Club and also proposed the 'Immortal Memory' in 1951. The 
toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by the Rev. Douglas Clyne and the response by Mr. Ian 
Buchanan. Surprise guest at the Dinner was last year's principal speaker, Dr. Iain 
Cuthbertson. 

JOHN A. MACKINNON 

405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. As far as is known in the history of this Society 
(founded in 1822) no one person had previously proposed the 'Immortal Memory' at more 
than one of the Burns Anniversary Dinners; but this happened in 1980 for the Rev. Ernest C. 
Marvin, M.A. (Hon. Chaplain) after an interval of some five years. And this was a conscious 
first choice, not a last-minute fall-back! On this occasion Mr. Marvin expounded on Robert 
Burns' triple roles of poet, philosopher and prophet, but included also a reflection that sadly 
these days very few persons take the time to delve into poetry. Other toasts were proposed by 
Sir Andrew Stephen, Mrs. Mena Faulkner, Mr. H. Scholes, and Mrs. Margaret Bowie, with 
replies by the Lord Mayor of Sheffield (Councillor Geo. Armitage), the Master Cutler (Mr. 
Bernard E. Cotton, C.B.E.), Mrs. Mary Docherty and the President (Mrs. Irene Scholes) 
respectively. 

At the combined President's Reception/St. Andrew's function the toast 'Scotland' was 
proposed by Dr. Gerard F. Young, C.B.E., Lord Lieutenant of South Yorkshire. 

Other events included the Annual Church Service, two Ceilidhs, Hogmanay Social, Spring 
Dinner Dance, Fashion & Floral Show, Charities Evening, weekly meetings of the Scottish 
Country Dance Class and a Scottish Country Dance for which the programme comprised 27 
Scottish dances, monthly meetings of the Scottish Arts Group the first of which was a talk by 
Mr.James E. Inglis reminiscing on his year of office as President of the Bums Federation, and 
fortnightly meetings of a class for learning Gaelic. There was an Art Competition as well as 
tournaments in Bridge, Golf and Tennis, all for Society trophies. There were three issues of 
the Society's magazine The Ca/edonian News. The sum of £140 was donated to Charities. 

W. CAMPBELL HESELWOOD 

426. Sauchie. On 26th January 1980 the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
Thomas Jackson {Club member). President W. Snappon was welcomed back after illness. 

Annual Meeting. Tattie & Herring Supper. Club represented by two rinks in area 
Bowling Competition. 

Annual Dance in Craigpark School on Saturday 11 th November 1979. For the second 
year we ran a 'Folk Nite' on 2lst March in Craigbank School. This proved very successful 
indeed. 

W. AITKEN 

430. Gourock Burns Club. At the eighty first Annual Dinner the 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Jim Craig-well known as a broadcaster and folk singer. An interested 
visitor was Carlos Facello who is Professor of English at the English Institute of Cordoba in 
the Argentine. Carlos, who was here on a Rotary Group Study Exchange, found the 
proceedings very interesting and is now an avowed Bumsian. 

GEORGE PEASTON 

437. Dumfries Ladies No.I. In this our Golden Jubilee Year, there was a.large gathering 
of members at Oughtons Restaurant on Wednesday 23rd January, 'when our President Mrs. 
Kingstree welcomed the company to our 49th Annual Bums Dinner. 
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Principal speaker was Mr. D. Shankland, a wonderful orator, who spoke with great depth of 
feeling of many facets of the Poet's life. He finished with these words 'Bums is Immortal 
because he was so mortal'. The rest of the evening was all Bums' Poetry and Song. 

Our club continues to flourish; monthly meetings are well attended and a variety of talks 
and demonstrations fill our syllabus. A Bums Reading by a club member is a must at every 
meeting. Our usual donations are given to Dumfries Musical Festival and to our elderly or 
sick members at Christmas. We were well represented at the Brow Well service in July and 
also at St. Michaels Church on 25th January, when Mrs. Kingstree placed a wreath on our 
behalf. Our summer outing in May was by coach to Edinburgh. Five of our ladies made the 
trip to London Ontario in August last year for the Annual Conference. 

On the 11thMarch1930 our club was instituted and to celebrate this occasion a Dinner& 
Dance was held in the Caimdale Hotel on Friday 14th March. By much hard work and 
endeavour this was financed entirely by our Golden Jubilee Fund. 

Mrs. Kingstree was in the chair and welcomed the company. Principal guests were Dr. T. 
Train, President of Dumfries Burns Club and Mrs. Train. Mr. Albert Finlayson, Past 
President of the Bums Federation and Mr. H. Cunningham, President of S.S.C.B.C., 
accompanied by Mrs. Cunningham. 

Several greetings were received including one from Her Majesty the Queen. 
Mrs. Kingstree asked the two ladies present who had attended our first meeting 50 years 

ago, to cut our anniversary cake. They were Mrs. J. Wilson and Mrs. J. Henderson, both 
Past President of the Club. In her remarks, Mrs. Kingstree spoke of the late Miss Jean 
Armour Burns Brown, a great-great-grand-daughter of Bums, perhaps our most illustrious 
member, who used to sing and play the piano at various club functions. 

The evening was an overwhelming success and with such enthusiasm and support we have few 
fears for the continuing success of Dumfries Ladies Burns Club. 

ELIZABETH KIRKLAND 

443. Victoria (B.C.) Burns Club. At an Annual General Meeting of the above held in 
April 1978, it was found impossible to fill the operative offices of President, etc. 

Faced with this situation, a small Committee of four members, comprising the retiring 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and one other, was elected to carry on the business of the 
Club for the time being. 

At a General Meeting on 14th November 1979, as all incumbent members of the pro tem 
committee, the members were requested to vote on two remaining alternatives-disbandment 
of the Club or carry on restricted activities under the guidance of a Trustee. Accordingly, 
Mr. Hugh G. Ross, 1443 Jamaica Road, Victoria was duly appointed as Trustee. Mr. Ross 
is a Past President. 

A summer outing has been arranged for the Club to hold members together in preparation for 
the Burns Dinner in 1981. 

HUGH G. ROSS 

454. Rotherham & District Scottish Association. Robert Bums's Anniversary was 
celebrated on Saturday 2nd February at St. John House, Rotherham. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jim Campbell of the Wakefield Caledonian Society. 

Guests included Mr. John B. Macadam, President of Chesterfield Caledonian Society, and 
Mrs. Macadam; also Mr. Gilbert Laing President of Heanor & District Caledonian Society 
and Mrs. J. Laing. The President Mrs. Alice Gabbertas was in the chair. 

The President's Reception & Dinner was held at the Charnwood Blyth, on Friday 21 st 
September 1979. 82 members, friends and guests attended and all had a very enjoyable 
evening. The New Year Dance was held on 5th January 1980 at the Rotherham Arts Centre. 
The Chief guests being the Mayor and Mayoress of Rotherham. 
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A team of four, Mrs. Ann Ketton; Mr. Charles Murray Vice President; Mr. John Scott and 
Mr. Frank Slaven competed in the Burns Federation, Yorkshire District Inter-Society Quiz. 
They beat Wakefield Caledonian Society and will compete in the finals on Saturday 14th 
June. 

The Society suffered a sad loss in March 1980 when Past President Mrs. Mabel Burnett 
died. She and Mr. G. W. Burnett also a Past President have done a great deal of good work 
for the Society. MRS. JEAN JEAVONS 

458. Stone haven (Fatherland) Burns Club. Our annual Burns Supper was held in Town 
Hall on 23rd January 1980. 

The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. W. Johnson ofEdzell and 'Scotland 
Yet' was proposed by Councillor James Carnegie. Songs by Mr. & Mrs. Webster and 
recitations by Miss Middleton were greatly enjoyed by the company. 

We held Bus Outings to Elgin and Crathes Castle, a Christmas Party with the customary 
visit from Santa Claus, and Whist Drives. 

MRS. C. DAWSON 

461. Leicester Caledonian Society. The Anniversary Dinner on 26th January was again 
held in the Kings Hall of the Grand Hotel, and the President Mr. J. L. S. Parton welcomed 
13 7 members and friends. Mr. I. J. Archibald proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' 
and the entertainment for the rest of the dinner was provided by Society members. Music for 
dancing provided by Andrew Rankine helped to complete a very excellent and sociable 
evening. 

A full programme of events has again been a feature of the past season. The weekly 
Scottish Country Dances, special Saturday S.C. Dances, the St. Andrew's Dinner Dance and 
New Year Ball were all well supported though the attendances at the monthly Saturday social 
evenings were rather disappointing. However, a 'Hoe-Down' seemed popular enough to 
repeat the event as did a Skittles evening. Much enjoyment has been received by members 
who have travelled around the area to events held by other associations and we hope that the 
friendships formed will be of a lasting nature and of benefit to all. 

The Society are extremely appreciative of all the efforts made by Clubs in the area to assist 
with funds for the l 980 Conference fund and take this opportunity to thank them all for their 
assistance. It's gran' tae hae freens. 

The Society are very honoured that for the fourth time a Past President from Leicester has 
been elected President of the Scottish Presidents Association. He is Mr. R W. Taylor. 

MRS. J. M. CUTTING 

462. Cheltenham Scottish Society. The Society's Vice-President was in charge of our 
Jubilee Year's celebration of the 'Immortal Memory' held at the Queen's Hotel on 25th 
January 1980. Mr. W. A. Hayens of Malvern, in proposing the toast, made a wide survey of 
the Bard's works. The Rev. Tom Morrison gave us his spirited rendering of'Tam' (which I 
have never heard better expounded): the Hon. Sec. proposed 'The Lasses' replied to by 
Elizabeth Baker: and a varied entertainment in which songs ofRabbie Bums predominated 
gave us, in the words of Sandy Mckenzie our Vice-President, 'A night to remember'. 

This, our Jubilee Year, has been a very full one. The main event was the St. Andrew's 
Dinner with the President in the Chair. Dr. Tom Lawson (the President) welcomed two main 
speakers, Canon J. R. Smith of York and Dr. Andrew Herron of Glasgow Presbytery, 
proposing toasts to' Scotland' and 'Cheltenham Scottish Society' respectively, in magnificent 
style. Like our Burns' Night, one to remember. A special Jubilee Concert with a very strong 
Scottish flavour proved to be very popular and minor events helped to make the year a 
celebration one. The now well established Highland Ball in the Town Hall (by no means a 
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minor event!) featured a new dance 'The Clatterin' o' Cheltenham' composed by our own 
Gordon and Peggy Aitkenhead and was highly acclaimed. James Graham's Slide Show 
(now a popular annual) and our end of the season dance at the Stanway Tithe Barn helped to 
fill an enjoyable programme. James Graham also organised an open competition (as part of 
our Jubilee celebrations) for poetry in the Scots dialect as well as a slide competition with a 
Scottish subject. 

MR. R. NAYSMITH 

469. Denny Cross Burns Club. Our opening meeting in September was a film show of 
scenes in and around Denny. The October meeting consisted of prize winners in our annual 
school competition, and very worthy winners they proved to be. 

On our St. Andrew's night 25th November, the toast was given by Mr. A. F. Hendry, 
former M.P. and local lawyer. 

December was our Christmas Party which was held in Castle Campbell Hotel at Dollar. 
January 25th was our annual supper. The 'Immortal Memory was proposed by Mr. R. Law 
from Clear Winding Devon Bums Club who delighted our members with a very well spoken 
and sincere speech. Songs and recitations were given by other members of the club and a fine 
meal by Mr. & Mrs. Gillies of the Star Hotel, Denny. 

February, at this meeting we had the Rev. Tom Scott who gave members an enlightening 
speech in the work of the Strathcarron Hospice. 

March meeting we had a speech by W. Beveridge (Secretary) whose subject was 'The 
Glencoe Massacre'. Our April meeting is once again our Annual General Meeting, while 
May will be a return night to Dollar to end what has been a very happy and successful season. 

W. BEVERIDGE 

494. Motherwell United Services Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 
Wednesday 23rd January 1980 when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. A. C. W. 
Train Past President of the Bums Federation. The assembled company of280 heard a toast 
of the highest calibre. The rest of the programme was maintained by club members and 
overall it was a most enjoyable evening and one worthy of our Bard. 

The club has been most active over the past year. The monthly meetings have had an 
average attendance of over 60 and the syllabus was both varied and instructional. The St. 
Andrew's Night Dance was once again an evening of pure enjoyment and harmony. The club 
visited the Tam o' ShanterClub at Coventry on the 8th/9th March 1980 and a most enjoyable 
week-end was spent and many new and old friendships were made and revived. The bus run 
to Dumfries and Peebles was blessed with glorious weather. The club are once again bound 
for Jedburgh Royal British Legion in June 1980. 

JAMES WILLIAMS 

500. New Cumnock Burns Club. Mr. H. B. Turnbull (President) was the principal 
speaker at the annual Bums Supper held in the Crown Hotel on Friday 25th January 1980. 
Other speakers included Mr. C. McLatchie-'The Mither Tongue', Dr. D. W. M. Pearson
'The Lasses', Mr. J. McLatchie-'The Drouthie Cronies'. readings from Mr. A. B. Niven 
and selected songs from Mr. S. Murray and Mr. Jas. Murray contributed to an excellent 
evening's entertainment. At the AGM the undemoted office bearers were elected: 
President-Mr. D. Shankland; Vice-President-Mr. Jas. McLatchie; Secretary-Mr. W. C. 
G. Pearson; Treasurer-Mr. W. Turner. 

The annual St. Andrew's Night was held on Friday 30th November 1979 in the Crown 
Hotel and speakers and artistes were as follows: St. Andrew's toast-Mr. H. B. Turnbull; The 
Lasses-Mr. D. Shankland; Reply-Miss E. Hunter. 

Dancing to Mr. P. Whites broadcasting band completed a most pleasant function. 
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The annual Smoker on Friday 28th March was held when the principal speakers were Mr. 
Jack Tiemey-'The Ayrshire/Annan Ambulance Service; Mr. Ian McMurdo-'Highlights 
of Scientific Progress since Bums' Time' and Mr. John O'Grady-'Some Tricks up my 
Sleeve' entertained members. 

W. C. G. PEARSON 

503. Dunblane Burns Club. At the Annual Dinner on 24th January the President Mr. 
Iain Davidson gave a special welcome to members of Bridge of Allan and Dunblane Rotary 
Club and their wives. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by Rev. J. Miller from 
Kilmarnock. Mr. Morrison, a former Committee Member, delighted the audience with his 
'Tam o' Shanter' and 'The Battle of Sherriffmuir' and Mr. & Mrs. Jim Nelson provided 
musical entertainment. 

A successful St. Andrew's Night Fiddlers' Rally was held in the Victoria Hall and copies of 
the Scots Kist were donated as prizes for Bums Essays at the local primary schools. The 
Club was represented at the 'Open Day' display by various local clubs and societies organised 
by the Central Region. 

MR T. M. TURNBULL 

516. Airts Burns Club Preston pans. Our Bums Supper was held on 26th January 1980. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. Robert Hamilton, a Past President of the Club. 

A St. Andrew's Night, a Bus Drive, and Monthly Dances throughout the year. 
WALTER M. MUIR 

530. Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association. Quarterly meetings held in the 
Globe Inn, Dumfries were well attended. Our Schools competition is very much alive and 
prizes worth £100 have been distributed to the winners. Visitors and visiting clubs were met 
and entertained and shown around the places of interest. 

On l 9th July 1979 a commemorative service took place at the Brow Well when the oration 
was given by Mr. A. Finlayson Past President of the Burns Federation. The wreath was laid 
by Mrs. S. Knight, afterwards a social evening of Bums Songs and recitations was held in the 
Globe Inn, Dumfries. 

On 25th January 1980 the Annual Church Service was held in St. Michaels Church, 
Dumfries when representatives from Bums Clubs and members of the Regional and District 
Councils attended, the wreath laying service at the Mausoleum taking place after the service. 

Many members from our association attended the Conference held in London Ontario 
during August 1979 and this was very much enjoyed by everyone. Our thanks are due to Mr. 
A. Finlayson, Past President of the Bums Federation, for so ably carrying out his duties as 
President during the Conference, at the business meeting and at the social events. We were 
very proud of him. He is one of the Executive Members of our Association. 

MRS. MARY SHEARER 

543. Abbey Craig. The Annual Supper was held in the Sword Hotel, Causewayhead on 
Saturday l 9th January I 980 when the toast of the· Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
A. R. MacMillan, Chief General Manager, Clydesdale Bank, in the presence of a company of 
103. Mr. MacMillan's thoughtful and stimulating address was loudly applauded. 

The proceedings were again very efficiently conducted by our President, Mr. J. G. 
Ferguson, who, after several years in the Chair, announced his resignation to make way for 
another member. Mr. Robert Kennedy has been appointed to succed him. 

S. LESLIE 

559. Coventry and District Caledonian Society. The Anniversary Dinner was held at 
the Manor Hotel, Meriden(Centre of England) on 25th,January 1980 with Mr. N. Mcivor in 
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the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. G. S. Wilson Ph.D. before a 
company of 180. The guests of honour were the Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor T. 
McLatchie and Deputy Lady Mayoress of Coventry. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was again held at the Bedworth Civic Hall and the raffie 
for the Royal Caledonian Schools raised £52. 

RP. DAVIES 

561. London (Ontario) Burns Club. The Burns Supper was held on 20thJanuary 1979 
at the Banqueteer, Wharncliff Road, London when approximately 450 persons attended. 
The guest speakers were Flora McDonald M.P. for Kingston, Ontario, Ron Van Horne 

M.P. for London, Ontario while Bob Graham entertained us with songs of Robert Burns. A 
concert was sponsored by the club with artist Kenneth McKellar and party on 2nd May 1979 
in Alumni Hall at University of Western Ontario. In view of the forth-coming Conference in 
1979 the committee were elected with a mandate to remain in office for two years for the 
purpose of continuity from 1978. The five day Conference of the Burns Federation was held 
at the University of Western Ontario where accommodation had been arranged for the 
Delegates. This being the first time the Conference was being held outside the British Isles 
and first time it was sponsored by a single club every effort was made to make it a success. 
Quite a number of delegates remained in residence at University for the duration of the 
Charter Flight. The guest speakers at the Conference were: Right Honourable Lord Ross of 
Marnock, Professor Grant McEwan ex-Lieut. Governor of Alberta, Canada, M.P., P. W. 
Vinnel President of Canterbury Burns Club, New Zealand, Yvonne Stevenson, Canada direct 
descendant of Jean Armour, Professor Elizabeth Waterson, Canada, Alice Millard, 
Australia and Jenny Connor, Canada. 

The Annual Burns Supper for the year 1980 was held in the Banqueteer, Wharncliff South, 
London and was attended by approximately 415 persons. The Principal Speaker was 
Professor George Emerson of University ofW estern Ontario at London. A mini Conference 
is being arranged to take place at Western where the Annual Conference was held in August 
1979. Invitations to attend the three day Conference have been sent to 25 Burns Clubs 
within a 500 mile radius of London and replies have been received from more than half 
wishing to bring several delegates. It appears that approximately 200 persons will attend. 
The dates for the Mini Conference are 8th, 9th and lOth August, 1980. 

DAVID L. BARCLAY 

566. The Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. Our Fortyfirst Anniversary 
Supper, with 387 guests, was held in the Wentworth Hotel, Sydney, when our Gues~ of 
Honour was The Rt. Hon. Sir Wm. McMahon, G.C.M.G., C.H., M.P. former Pnme 
Minister of Australia. Sir William replied to the toast, 'Land of our Adoption' proposed by 
our Past President, Mr. Charles Murray. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our 
member, Mr. Ian Malcolm, and other speeches and toasts were made by our own members. 
Past President, Mr. Arch. Ferguson, acted as Toast Master. Among our guests were eight 

from Scotland, two fromm Denmark and two from the United States. Also present were the 
Very Rev. Fred Mackay, CMG, OBE, MA, BD, Associate Minister of St. Stephen's Church, 
and Mrs. Mackay and The Rev. James Mullen, Moderator General for the Presbytery 
Church in Australia, and Mrs. Mullen. The evening was voted one of our best yet. 

At our Annual Clan Night on 21st March 1979, when the Theme was 'The Clan 
Campbell', we were indeed surprised and pleased to listen to a personally taped message from 
His Grace, The Duke of Argyll on 25 th April. Our President, Mr. J. W. Begg, and several of 
our members joined in the ANZAC Day March, with contingents from Kindred Societies, 
and placed a wreath on the Cenotaph. 8th July-We joined the Congregation of Scots 
Church for their 155th Anniversary, and lunch afterwards. 25th November-Again at St. 
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Andrew's Church forour Annual St. Andrew's Day Service. We were piped into Church by 
our Piper, Mr. Frank Murray, and our President and Secretary read the lessons. In the 
afternoon we enjoyed a Musical Arrangement from the talented Murray Bros. On 20th 
January 1980, our Burns Memorial Service was held at St. Stephen's Church and afterwards 
at the Bums Statue in the Domain, where President John Begg, Ian Malcolm and Rev. 
Graham Hardy participated in the Memorial Service. On 19th March our end of year Clan 
Night when the Theme was 'The Clan Macleod' and the Rev. Neil Macleod spoke to us on 
'The Macleods of Lewis'. 

Due to petrol and transport strikes, our membership attendance, for the first time in five 
years had dropped, but we still had an average of 90-95 each month in spite of these hazards. 

Our programmes arranged by Mrs. Jean London are varied and interesting. We have a 
wealth of talent amongst our own members and its seldom we have to go 'outside' for 
entertainment. Our Kindred Societies with whom we have a close affinity invite many of our 
members to participate in their own functions. During the year Mr. Alex Johnstone, was 
appointed Patron ofour Society. We have an added attraction (and asset) to our Club in that 
we have had the complete works of the Scottish National Dictionary, beautifully bound into 
10 volumes. MAY DICKIE 

572. Chester Caledonian Association. The Annual Dinner Was held at the Grosvenor 
Hotel, Chesteron 26th January. The principal toast was proposed by Mr. Andrew Charters 
from Ayr who gave a fine powerful address. Mr. Norman Ribbeck spoke Tarn o' Shanter and 
a selection of Bums' songs was sung by Mr. Rory Lea. 

A toast to 'The Land we live in' was proposed by Mr. Ian McKellar and responded to by the 
Mayor of Chester. Our President Mr. Robert McCall um presided and was supported by his 
son Mr. C. J. McCallum. 

A ceilidh was held at Rowton Hall Hotel in October. 
In honourof St. Andrew's Day a special service was held at St. Andrew's United Reformed 

Church in Chester and a Ball was held at the Grosvenor Hotel. 
A number of our members attended a Burns Supper held by a new Scots Society in the 

Cheshire Village of Malpas. Mr. David Morrison, the President of the Little Malpas 
Society, had procured the finest Haggis from Dumfries and excellent Cheshire Cheese made 
by himself in Malpas. 

T. S. LEA 

578. Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. Annual Dinner and Dance was held on 
9th ~ebruary 1980 at the Pather Community Centre, Wishaw when President John A.l!an 
presided .over 100 members and friends from all over the county. The Haggis and Whisky 
were earned by Mrs. Gordon and Mrs. Napier, and piped by Mr. John Barclay and address by 
Mr. A. Train Past President of Burns Federation. Mr. James Simpson, Rosebery Bun;s 
~Ju~,. Glasgow proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and received a standing ovatio~ for ~is 
mspmng address. Mr. R. B. Cleland Past President traditional toasted 'The Lasses, which 
Ann Pickering suitably replied. Mrs. Agnes Scott, toasted the 'Bums Federation', which 
S~n. Vice President of Bums Federation replied. Ann Pickering was accompanied at the 
pial'.lo by~~· James Carr, rendering a selection of Burns songs and was accompaniedbyM~. 
M. Rennie m a duet. Mr. Scott an accomplished reader entertained with two of the B~rd s 
po~ms. Mr. George Johnston Vice President gave the vote of thanks to all who made it an 
enJoya~le supper. The remainder of the evening was enjoyed dancing. . 

Dunng the year various clubs have had their own• School Competitions' and on 26th Apnl 
1980 th~ Lan~rkshire Association of Burns Clubs hold a competition for competito:s who 
W?n their sections, and as this is going to press before that date we are unable to give the 
wmner of the various trophies. THOMAS N PATERSOS 
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581. Cumbernauld & District Burns Club. The Annual Commemoration & Dinner was 
held on Wednesday 23rd January 1980 when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Provost Gordon S. Murray J.P. of Cumbernauld. Provost Murray was later admitted an 
Honorary President of the Club an honour he shares with Sir Donald Liddle former Lord 
Provost of Glasgow and Past Chairman of Cumbemauld Development Corporation. Club 
members participated in some 30 Burns Suppers throughout the District with one member 
speaking at 21. Membership has been increased from 30 to 37 and there is a considerable 
waiting list. A friendship has been established with Falkirk Newmarket Burns Club N o.902 
and reciprocal visits have been made. Plans are being made for celebrating St. Andrew's 
Night 1980 with a Dinner Dance. The Club meets regularly 4 times a year but educational 
and discussion meetings are held between these times and which have proved very successful. 
The Club have been asked to assist in the oganisation of a Bums Night to be held in January 
1981 in the Cumbemauld Theatre which has a seating capacity of 300 and when it is hoped 
'big' names in Scottish entertainment will be booked. 

JOHN M. SIMPSON 

589. Solway Burns Club, Annan. The session commenced with an Autumn Supper 
Dance on 25th October and this was well attended. The speaker at the St. Andrew's Night 
Dinner was Rev. C. R Vincent. At our Burns Supper on 24th January, the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by the immediate Past President, Mr. David Lowe, it being a tradition 
of the club. Mr. Lowe had put a great deal of thought and research into his address and it was 
very much appreciated by the large number of members present. The A.G.M. was held on 
20th March 1980, and we had a larger turnout than is usual at this time. The office-bearers 
and committee were soon elected and at the close of the business part of the evening supper 
was served and members of the club entertained. A most enjoyable time was had by all. Our 
annual bus outing (with dinner) will bring this session to a close; the venue for this is not yet 
arranged. 

Our retiring President, Mrs. Helen McNairn, was, before she was married, a Miss Helen 
Graham Barnett Both her father, Mr. Norman and her mother, Mrs. Edith Graham Barnett 
are past presidents of our club which leads us to wonder if this is a record-three past 
presidents in the one family. 

MRS. JEAN CRAWFORD 

593. Barrmill Jolly Beggars. The Annual Supper was held in the Community Centre, 
Beith on 25th January 1980. Seventy members and friends were present and enjoyed a 
traditional programme. The Principal Speaker was Mr. James Cunningham from 
Stevenston. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held at the same venue on 23rd November when 50 members 
and friends attended. The Principal Speaker was Mr. Wallace Donaldson. 

Four Open Nights were held during the year which covered the Bard's life and works. 
JAMES L. CONN 

612. Torance Masonic Social & Burns Club. St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 
24th November 1979. Guest speaker was George Anderson P.P., Federation Publicity 
Officer, who gave an exceptionally brilliant oration in his toast to 'St. Andrew & Scotland' 
which was received with a standing ovation by a very appreciative audience. Supporting him 
was a talented company of artistes, violinists and highland dancers, pipes and pianist, who all 
received the same appreciation from the company in their comprehensive votes of thanks for 
their concerted efforts to keep our beloved land to the forefront. 

The Annual Bums Supper took place on 26th January 1980 and was again a very 
successful function. Our guest speaker was Archibald McArthur, P.P.G.M.B.C., who 
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excelled himselfin a wonderful toast to the 'Immortal Memory', a toast worthy to rank among 
the many orations we have had over the years. He was accorded a standing ovation by an 
enthusiastic company who reckonn the Torrance Bums Supper as the highlight of the Burns 
activities in the Glasgow District during January. He had the whole-hearted support of a 
very fine company of artistes. Pianist, piper and accordionist who also receive their due 
reward in the response to Vote of Thanks for their efforts proposed by Robert Cochrane. 

The appeal by Frank MacAdam P.P. Treasurer for the Jean Armour Building Fund 
reached the grand total of £35 which was very gratifying from a company of approximately 
70. 

Another item of interest took place when piper Ian Bowman gave a rendering of a new Pipe 
Tune composed by himself entitled 'The Torrance Masonic Social Burns Club', 
exceptionally well received by the entire company and will be another landmark to go down to 
posterity. 

The toast to the 'Lasses' was given by our Hon. President Rev. John M. Stewart who as 
usual gave a toast in his talented partly humorous manner a very fine tribute to our 'Gentle 
Dames' and which was replied to by Betty Nisbet who very ably showed she was well able to 
reply and uphold 'The Weaker Sex'. 

FRED C. JORDAN 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars. On Friday 25th January 1980, Chieftan Archie Skinner 
presided over a gathering of 120 members at their Anniversary Dinner held in the 
Gartwhinzean Hotel, Powmill. The Rev. T. Leslie Barr, Kinross, said Grace. The Haggis 
was piped in by Piper Bob Hamilton, and addressed by John Kidd. The principal speaker, 
Dr. David Purdie, M.B., Ch.B., M.RC.0.G. proposed the 'Immortal Memory' in a speech of 
rare excellence, covering his subject in scholarly fashion, yet contriving to introduce material 
in a lighter vein, particularly in the form of translations of the poet's works in Gennan, Latin 
and Portuguese! The croupier, James Paterson thanked the speaker. The toast to 'The Lasses' 
was ably given by Hugh C. Farrell and Bill Scott replied. John F. Watson 
M.RC.V.S. toasted our founder, 'Robert Bums-Begg and them thats awa'. The usual first 
class programme followed. 

We were saddened by the deaths of six ofour members: Tom Graham, our Past Treasurer 
and first Hon. Life Chieftain, Eddie Bosomworth, Hon. Life Member, Jim Mil!oy, Past Hon. 
Secretary, John McWilliam, Harnish Murray and Rev. Alan Young. 

As usual, the club presented prizes for Bums Competition to Kinross High School. 
JOHN KIDD 

630. Coalsnaughton. On Saturday 26th January 1980 the Club Supper was held in the 
Devondale Hall. For the first time we departed from the usual tradition and the ladies were 
invited to attend instead of having their own nicht. 

President George McCallum J.P. was in the Chair. Alex B. Mclver P.P. Secretary of the 
Dollar Bums ClubNo.37 proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. The programme was ofa very 
high standard. 

The Annual Picnic for members wives and families took place to Perth on Saturday 25th 
July 1979. The Hallowe'en Party was held on 3rd November 1979. A wreath was laid at 
the ceremony which was attended by members on 22nd July. A visit was paid to the Dundee 
Burns Club on 3rd November. 

It is with great regret we intimate the passing of our Chairman George A. McCallum J.P. in 
February. His great expertise as Chairman will be sadly missed. 

ALEX B. MCIVER 

632. Symington Burns Club. On Friday 25th January the Anniversary Dinner was held 
in the Half Way Hotel, Symington. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. William 
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Miller of Kilmarnock. Mr. John Swanston proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' with great wit 
and humour. Miss Johanne Picken, Symington Primary School's headmistress gave an 
excellent reply in like manner. Mr. Jimmy Rodgers addressed the Haggis. A collection for 
the Jean Armour Homes raised £25.30. 

Club members, parents and guests enjoyed a first class evening of entertainment at 
Symington Primary School's Bums Supper. Having planned and arranged the Supper, 
pupils of the school then proposed the toasts and performed songs and readings with vigorous 
enthusiasm. Competition prizes were presented by Mrs. Dalgleish, the winners being, the 
Anderson Trophy to Kenneth Beveridge, the Dalgleish Trophy to Shona Alexander and the 
Nimmo Trophy to James Noble. 

We note with regret the passing of Mr. C. Roxburgh and Mr. N. Robertson. Both of these 
members will be sadly missed. 

MRS. MOIRA NICHOLSON 

642. Rutherglen Burns Club. Our members were entertained and enlightened during the 
past season by well-informed and interesting guest speakers. 

Ian Bowman of the Torrance Club started off the season with a thoughtful account of'Bums 
and Satire' which provoked an encouraging response from Club members. 

Archie McArthur and our own George Anderson presented an illustrated film with 
commentary on the Canadian Conference. 

The Clydesdale Bank showed two colour films on Scotland which were much appreciated. 
In place of a Burns Supper this year, George Anderson prepared and presented' A Nicht 

Wi' Burns' -a pot-pourri of the life of Robert Burns in story, song and verse-well received 
and enjoyed by all. 

Peter Shaw of Glasgow and District Bums Association intrigued the members with an 
account of the Glasgow buildings associated with Robert Bums. 

A selection of musical and verse items in the form of'Desert Island Bums:-adapted from 
the popular radio scores-was to have been presented by David McClymont, one of our Club 
members, himself an enthusiastic jazz fan, but who died suddenly after a short illness. As he 
had already prepared his programme on tape, and this had been forwarded to us by his wife, 
our Junior Vice-PresidentJohn Hill fittingly presented the items selected by David as a tribute 
to his memory. 

The Club members are looking forward to a Bus Outing on Saturday l 9th April to 
Tarbolton and Mauchline, to walk in the footsteps of Robert Bums, and to enjoy a conducted 
tour of places associated with our National Bard. 

A novel feature of our monthly meetings has been the introduction and reading of a 
selection of Bums' poems by our Senior Vice-President Norman Brown, a feature which we 
intend to continue in our future meetings. 

A gratifying aspect of our past season has been the increase in Club membership from 28 
members to 45, and we look forward to their continued support. Publicity in the local 
newspaper and library has evoked an encouraging response, and our reaction will be to aim at 
the provision of attractive and varied programmes to stimulate further local interest. 

JOHN S. MCLAREN 

646. Clear Winding Devon. The Annual Bums Supper was held on Friday 1 st February 
1980. The guest speaker was Mr. Tom Walker ofLarbert who gave an outstanding oration. 
There was a full programme of toasts and music. A collection on behalf of the Jean Armour 
Bums Houses was taken and raised the sum of £20. 

A Scotch Night was held instead of the St. Andrew's Night and proved to be very 
successful. Five other social evenings were held during the season. Competition prizes 
were again donated to Alva Academy. ROBERT LAW 

149 



657. Fallin Gothenburg Burns Club. The Club celebrated Bums Night on Friday 25th 
January when a gathering of90 heard the 'Immortal Memory' proposed by Mr. J. Davidson, 
followed by an excellent programme carried out mainly from our own membership. 

St. Andrew's Night was held on Friday 30th November. Other events consist of a visit 
to Clear Winding Devon in October, and the Annual Dinner Dance in June. 

A total of £40 was donated to the Jean Armour Homes over the year. 
JACK MILROY 

659. Dundee Burns Society. The Society meets every month when entertainment is also 
given, such as concert parties, or local Operatic Societies giving excerpts from their various 
productions. 

The Committee also meets, when necessary, to discuss arrangements for future activities. 
The Society held its Annual Bums Supper in January and on Wednesday l 6th April we re 

holding a Coffee Evening. 
On Saturday 24th May the annual drive to Bauchay (this year) takes place. 

DOROTHY MILLAR 

660. Langholm Ladies' Burns Club. On 31st January 1980, the 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Dr. T. S. R. Train. 

At the October ( 1979) meeting we were entertained by Mr.Walter Beattie on his accordion 
accompanied by his son on the drums. 

In November Mr. Brian Lord gave us an interesting talk on the beauties of Scotland and in 
particular the Borders. 

In February the Rev. John Cairns showed slides of his visit to Canada with a most 
entertaining commentary. 

MRS. N. L. C. MCINTOSH 

681. The Cronies Burns Club, Kilmarnock. Our annual Bums Supper was held on 25th 
January 1980 in the Arts Guild Rooms where the Danish Room Caterers provided an 
excellent meal which was enjoyed by everyone present. 

This year, for the first time, our club had a lady to propose the 'Immortal Memory'. Miss 
Sara C. Cockburn, Senior Lecturer at Craigie College, Ayr, gave an excellent toast. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Rev. B. L. Tomlinson ofCumnock and replied to by 
an Ayr lassie, Mrs. Marjery McKinlay. The address to the Haggis and readings were by 
Mrs. Margaret Cook, Vice President Irvine Lassies Bums Club. Our piper was a member 
from Kilmarnock Youth Band. 

The annual outing took place on June 17th when we attended the short Religious Service to 
mark the opening of Bums Festival Week at Ayr and held in the open at Land O' Bums 
Centre, Alloway, conducted by Rev. J. U. McDonald, Tarbolton. Then on to Girvan for a 
meal. We also attended other events during Festival Week. Holy Fair, Bums Ride, Verse 
Speaking, Fiddlers' Rally. 

In July members attended services at Bums Statue, Ayr then to Leglen Wood, also Kay 
Park monument. Kilmarnock President Mr. T. A. MacMillan laid a wreath at both statues. 

In August we were in the throes of our preparations for the Burns Federation in London, 
Canada. This was something we were all looking forward to as it was the first to be overseas. 
Hospitality was out of this world and everyone so helpful and friendly at all times leaving us 
with very happy memories. 

MRS. JEAN MACMILLAN 

695. Kilmarnock Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Ballochmyle 
Hotel where the Chairman, Mr. Andrew Forshaw, welcomed 100 members and friends. The 
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main speaker for the evening was the Rev. James Currie who proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory'. The 'Toast to the Lasses' was proposed by Cuthbert Douse which was replied to 
by Mrs. Forder. The St. Andrew's Night and A.G.M. was held in the Gartocham Hotel. 
Mr. A. Forshaw, Vice-President, thanked the retiring President Dr. John Galloway and 
Secretary Mrs. M. McKenzie, for their valuable contributions to the Club during their terms 
of office. Mrs. Ailsa Stirling proposed the 'Toast to Scotland'. This was followed by a 
buffet and dance. Committee members and artistes visited Erskine Hospital in February to 
entertain the patients and also supplied home baking and refreshments. A Spring dance was 
held in the Village Hall in March, and a dinner and dance held in the Ballochmyle Hotel in 
October 1979 was enjoyed by all. 

MRS. ETHEL MCGILLIVRAY 

699. Choppington Burns Club. 22nd September 1979, 'Gentleman's Night' held at the 
Coquetvale Hotel, Rothbury. 

27th October 1979, Hallowe'en Buffet Dance held in Choppington Welfare. 
24th November 1979, St Andrew's Buffet Dance held in Choppington Welfare. 
26th January 1980, Bums Anniversary Night, Dinner Dance, the 'Immortal Memory' was 

given by Mr. Andrew Easton of Bedlington. Toast to Haggis by Tom Routledge of 
Cramlington. Haggis carried by secretary's wife Mrs. Nellie Godden and piped in by Pipe 
Major Alex Finlayson. 

lst March 1980, 'Ladies Night' Buffet Dance. Each lady presented with birthday book of 
Scots proverbs. 

13th April 1980, Annual General Meeting in the Bedlington Terrier Hotel. 
MR. J.E. GODDEN 

701. Detroit Burns Club. The Annual Bums Supper was held in Dearborn, Michigan 
and was attended by 250 members and friends. President Johnston Cummings welcomed 
one and all who had come to celebrate the Birthday of Scotland's National Bard. 

National Anthems were sung by Mr. Matthew Bryson. The haggis carried by Vice 
President Mr. H. Morrison was piped in by Club Piper Mr. G. Killin. The address was given 
by Bard Humphrey Macdonald and Chaplain Hugh Ringland said the grace. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by guest speaker Mr. James Turnbull who also has a Scottish Radio 
Programme in the Detroit area once a week. A long-time student and lover of Burns, Jim 
concluded with Tam o' Shanter. Secretary John Philliben toasted the Lasses and Mrs. H. 
Morrison replied. Entertainment was provided by young Scottish Dancers, piping and 
Ballroom dancing ably conducted by Entertainment Chairman Mr. W. Quigley. 

The wreath laying at the Bums statue in Detroit was well attended by members. The 
annual picnic at Camp Dearborn was a very enjoyable event and the trip to Alma, (Scotland 
U.S.A.) for the annual Highland Games was a highlight of the year. A copy of a letter from 
Robert Bums to Mrs. Elizabeth Rose of Kilravock Castle in 1788 was presented to the 
Detroit Club. 

Mr. Donald Rose, a new member of our club is a descendant of the Roses of Kilravock. 
The University of Michigan Historical Society contacted the Detroit Bums Club with a 

view to recording on microfilm the history of our organisation for future reference by 
researchers interested in the history of Scottish settlements in and around Michigan, U .S.A. 

JOHN M. PHILLIBEN 

706. North Lindsey Scots' Society. The Society held its usual calendar catering for the 
family with its Hallowe'en, New Year and Scottish Evening parties. 

The Presidents' Reception was held at Normanby Hall, Burton, Scunthorpe and we 
were delighted to welcome Presidents of kindred societies. 

R. S. Hunt, Esq., Principal of the North Lindsey College of Technology was the main 
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speaker. at our St. Andrew's Dinner/Dance and his witty and amusing speech was very 
well received by the 160 guests. 

The Society's 53rd Burns Anniversary saw the usual honours being paid to the haggis. 
The Oration was delivered by the President, Mr. Robert Scott, and extracts from Burns 
read by Mr. D. Ferguson, Past President. An unusual feature saw one of our oldest and 
most charming Past Presidents reply to the 'Toast to the Lasses' and Mrs. Jean Taylor 
richly deserved the warm appreciation shown by the 190 guests. 

The Society's last function during the year took the form of a Highland Dinner/Dance. 
Music was provided by the Ian Reid Scottish Country Dance Band and all attending 
enjoyed the opportunity of meeting friends from kindred societies and reliving some of 
their dancing memories from their Scottish youth. 

ROBERT SCOTT 

720. Retford District Caledonian Society. On Wednesday 23rd January 1980, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Inglis, a past President of the Burns 
Federation. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. K. McLeod and addressed by Mr. T. K. 
McFarlane. 

Functions included a very successful Coffee Evening, the Presidents' Reception and 
Hallowe'en Children's Party on St. Andrew's Night, a Haggis Supper, Hogmanay Buffet 
Dance, a very successful Ceilidh, and an end of season Dance in March. 

MRS. D. I. WALKER 

721. The Plymouth Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 26th January 
1980, 156 members and friends being present. The principal guests were the Deputy Lord 
Mayor and Deputy Lady Mayoress, Clr. and Mrs. D. H. Dicker. The 'Loyal Toast' and the 
'Immortal Memory' were proposed by Mr. Joe Main, Hon. President. The Haggis was piped 
in by Mr. Charles Priest and addressed by Mrs. S. Hosking. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to May. Buffet Dances at Hallowe'en and 
End of Season in March. A Lassies Bums Dinner was held in February. A visit to the 
Pantomime, 'Robinson Crusoe' in January was a big success. 

During the summer a coach outing was held, this included a trip on the Dart Valley Railway 
followed by 'High Tea' at Totnes. The function was a great success and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 

JOSEPH B. MAIN 

125. Ben Cleuch Bums Club. Over one hundred members and guests gathered for the 
annual Bums Supper which was held in Devonvale Hall, Tillicoultry. The large hall gave us 
more space than usual but members missed the more intimate atmosphere of our usual 
meeting place. The songs, poems and speeches were of a very high standard however and the 
general consensus of opinion was that the 'Immortal Memory' proposed by Sheriff J. Irvine 
Smith was one of the fmest speeches we had ever heard. 

A St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Dance was held in November when Rev.James Currie, 
Dunlop entertained the large company with a racy speech delivered in his own inimitable way. 
way. 

ROY RAMAGE 

726. Melbourne Burns Club. The dinner was held on 25th January. It was well 
attended, 333 folk sitting down to a very good four course meal. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was in the hands of Mr. A. Goodlit, B.E.M. He was well received. The haggis was piped in 
by our own piper, Pipe Major Jean Schrank, and carried by Mr. Malcolm Murray. Mr. Dan 
Stevens addressed the haggis adding a few words re the tradition. The soloist was Mr. Ian 
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McNeil whose delightful voice was very much enjoyed. Dancing was enjoyed by the many 
folk taking part. Two pipers gave renditions of Scottish and Burns tunes-much to the delight 
of all present. 

The statue service again was well attended, several of our members and others spoke on 
Burns or recited his poems. 

The piper Mr. Malcolm Murray was accompanied by a young piper, grandson of the 
Treasurer, these two piped Burns numbers. Quite a few spectators joined in, some becoming 
members. 

On the 20thof April we are having a bus picnic, free to our members. The bus is filled with 
very interested folk. 

We are looking forward to a very good year as socials are well attended. 
STELLA M. BROWN 

733. Aberdeen Burns Study Circle. Various poems and aspects of our Bard's life and 
works have been discussed by speakers at our monthly meetings, amongst them one by a 
member Mr. G. Watt himself a 'Mearns Loon' on the history of the Burness family in the 
Mearns. 

Mr. C. Easton, Past President of the Federation, opened our season with a talk on poets of 
the northeast. Unfortunately he is at present in hospital but all members wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

Our President Mr. D. Duncan is becoming well known in Aberdeen and District as a faith 
healer and has many cures to his name and there is a great demand for his services. 

744. Durham & District Caledonian Society. On 25th January 1980 in the Town Hall, 
Durham, the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. W. Jackson, M.B.E. of 
Sunderland. Other guests included the Right Worshipful the Mayor of Durham, Councillor 
J. Latimer, who replied to the toast 'Our Guests'. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 30th November 1979 in the County Hall, 
Durham. 

The weekly Scottish Country Dance Class terminated with a Country Dance in the Town 
Hall, Durham on 27th March 1980. 

One of our members gave an excellent illustrated talk entitled 'The Changing Face of 
County Durham' and the season closed with a film show with films supplied by the Scottish 
Tourist Board. 

W. J. B. GOODALL 

145. Northumberland & Durham Caledonian Society. The annual Celebration Dinner 
was held in the Royal Station Hotel, Newcastle upon Tyne on 26th January when the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. George Patterson, M.A. a native of Glasgow but 
now resident in the North East. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. George Brown of 
Whitley Bay and was replied to by Mrs. Isobel Wilson. 

At our recent Annual General Meeting the members conferred Honorary Membership of 
the Society on Messrs. Alistair Wardlaw and Alex. F rood who have both rendered long and 
outstanding service to the Society. Other events included the President's Reception in 
September, the St. Andrew's Dinner & Ball, a New Year Dance, a Spring Ball, Informal 
dances and Social Evenings, a whist drive and a Bus Outing to the Border Country. 

A. M. FROOD 

748. Ouplaymuir. The Annual Supper was held in the Hotel, Uplawmoor on 25th 
January 1980 with all available places filled by members and friends. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Dr. William J. Morris, D .D. LL.D ., ministerof Glasgow 
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Cathedral. An excellent evening was enjoyed by all present. 
The Eric McQueen Memorial Competition for an essay on the life and works of Robert 

Bums attracted 34 entries from children under 14 years of age. The committee were pleased 
to have such a good response and found it difficult to select the winner. 

The Primary School Burns competition also attracted 34 entries-but not all the same 
children. In this competition more children offered Sayings and Readings and competition 
ranged in age from 7 to 12. The headmistress, Mrs. Byrne, and her staff have done much to 
encourage both competitions. 

J. A. M. INGLIS 

763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. The Society's 27th Annual Bums Dinner Dance 
was held in the Painthorpe Country Club. President Isabel Leslie and her husband, Past 
President Alick Leslie welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress of the Wakefield Metropolitan 
District Council, Councillor Dennis Thompson and Mrs. Thomspon and 140 members and 
friends to the Dinner. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Brian Smith of Hebdon Bridge, who 
gave a humorous and very interesting discourse on Bums' life, work and travels. The Haggis 
was piped in by Maurice Smart (Hon. Piper) MBE, and addressed by Past President 
Hamilton Cunningham. 

Another very successful Bums Dinner was the view of all present. (Group photograph 
President and Alick Leslie, Mayor and Mayoress, Rev. Brian Smith and some of the Council 
Members.) 

During the year the Society have held a Barbecue, Dancing to the Border Country Dance 
Band, a Cheese & Wine Dance for St Andrew's Night, well attended and a traditional 
Wakefield celebration for St. Andrew's Night. 

On 4th January 1980 the Society held a Ceilidh, organised by Tom Frew and Brian 
Sutherland, members of the Council. This was a big success and will be repeated for 
members and friends in 1981. 

MRS. E. YOUONG 

769. The Robert Bruce Burns Club. Members and their lassies gathered in the Masonic 
Hall, Clackmannan for the 26th Annual Commemoration Dinner, which was headed by a 
novel and controversial approach to the 'Immortal Memory' by Charlie Ross, President of 
Strathclyde University Students Union. 

Subsidiary toasts and replies were principally from members of the Club who displayed a 
great wealth of hitherto latent talent, which will no doubt be exploited many times again in the 
near future. 

The Bard's verse was delivered by Willie Graham, with fiddle music from Iain Fraser and 
songs from one of the finest quartets it has been our fortune to have with us, Fay Harrower, 
Margaret Davidson, Alistair Buchanan and Danny Watson accompanied by Jean Mcinally, 
all complimented the programme to provide the company with an excellent evening's 
celebrations. 

WILLIAM M. DAWSON 

768. Auchterderran Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The Annual Bums Supper was held in 
January 1980 to which the President, Mr. Duncan McLean, welcomed 72 members and 
guests. Among them were two members of Cardenden Old Men's Shelter and two members 
of Bowhill Peoples Bums Club. 

Mr. McLean gave an immaculate toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of our Beloved Bard
Mr. A. Holmes rendered 'Holy Wullie', Mr. G. Whyte rendered 'Tam o' Shanter' a full and 
pleasant evening was held by all. 
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In October we held our 'Hallowe'en Supper' at which we had 70 members. During the 
year we held our usual 'Pie & Pint' social evenings. The joint Burns Competition which we 
run at Auchterderran J. H. School with the Peoples Burns Club was met with a big response 
from the pupils. 

It is with regret that we report the deaths of two of our elderly members, Mr. James Walsh 
and Mr. John Chatham during the year. 

JOHN COMBE 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. Fourteen Past Presidents were among those who heard the 
then holder of the office, Cronie Sandy Beck, deliver the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' in the 
St. Nicholas Hotel, Prestwick, on 25th January 1980. The chairman for the evening, Cronie 
Jack Milliken, welcomed the company to the Club's 26th Annual Supper. Among the guests 
were Mr. Gary Coolidge, from Chicago, USA, and Mr. Bill Gray, President of Mauchline 
Bums Club. A message of good wishes came from Mr. David McGillivray in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Cronie Beck said that 184 years after the poet's death, we were honouring and 
revering the memory of the man, his works and the legend he created. When he was planning 
his emigration, and with little more than the prospect of an early grave in some hot and foreign 
country, little did he realise that, even in the depths of his misery, immortality was assured 
him. Other toasts: Proposer of the 'Immortal Memory' -Cronie R. Bell; 'Prestwick Bums 
Club'-Cronie T. McGillivray; 'The Lasses'-Cronie W. Lyon; 'Scotia'-Cronie A. 
Wallace; 'Chairman and Artistes'-Cronie H. Thow. Cronies R. McQuaker, J. & H. Law 
and A. Purdon contributed to the entertainment in song, and Cronies D. Johnston and W. 
McConnell recited. 

The Dean Castle, a historic Ayrshire stronghold, was the venue of the annual summer 
outing, and the guided tour provided the Cronies with much to interest them and plenty of 
talking points. An excellent meal followed at the Fox bar Hotel, Kilmarnock, and a splendid 
evening's entertainment was sustained by members of the company themselves. The 
traditional cricket and bowling matches against Prestwick Cricket Club took place in the same 
month-June. 

A company of 100 attended the annual dinner dance to mark St. Andrew's Night, which 
was held in the St. Nicholas Hotel, and once again a fine programme was laid on by the 
Cronies. 

Among the speakers in the 1979/80 session were Mr. Bill Gray, President of the 
Mauchline Club, who spoke on the 'Policeman's Lot' in the Thirties and Early Forties; the 
Rev. Robert Patersofl(The Happy Padre), on 'Scottish Literature and Humour', and Mr. 
John Thomson, MBE, Burns Federation Hon. Secretary, on 'Burns and Auld Killie'. 

WILLIAM WELSH 

784. Kelso Bums Club. A company of 103 gentlemen enjoyed a most entertaining 
Supper held in the Ednam House Hotel, Kelso, on Friday 25th January 1980. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed in most eloquent fashion by Mr. P. G. Malone who had 
been the Conservative candidate for this constituency in the last General Election. A most 
amusing, yet informative, toast to 'The Lasses' was given local veterinary surgeon, Mr. Roger 
Baird. The haggis was piped in by Mr. Tom Raebum and addressed by Mr. Oliver Wight 

R. DONALDSON 

803. Bowhill Peoples Burns Club. The Annual Bums Supper of the club was held in the 
No. I Gothenburg, Bowhill on 26th January, Mr. Hugh Docherty presiding. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Sidney Smith (Head of Curriculum, Scotland). 

Other toasts were 'Peace and the People' -Mr. Norman Waters and toastto the Lasses by 
Mr. George Stewart. 
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The Club party entertained throughout Fife at concerts and Burns Suppers-Lochgelly, 
Kirkcaldy, Glenrothes, etc.-a total of eleven in all, also at Bangour Hospital. Song and 
recitation competitions for primary schoolchildren at Denend and Cardennen Schools were 
Held in St. Fothad's Church Hall in February. Books of Burns Songs and Poems were given 
as prizes. Competitors totalled over 100. A competition was also run at Auchterderran 
Junior High School jointly with Auchterderran Jolly Beggars. We for the first time ran a 
competition for Lochgelly schoolchildren. 

JAMES EWAN 

808. Pontefraet & District Caledonian Society. Another successful year both 
financially and socially. We have a new President who has given us new ideas and the drive 
to organise our events. Our Bums Night was a big success, with a display by our Pipe Band 
as the highlight of the evening. 

We have one or two small functions, social evenings, sherry mornings, etc. and our dance 
club ran a very enjoyable Scottish Country Dance. Our Pipe Band have been promoted from 
Group 4 to Group 3 which proves they are improving. 

MR. F. HIORNS 

809. Allanton Jolly Beggars. The 23rd Annual Burns Supper was held on Saturday 26th 
January 1980 in Newmains Community Centre, which was attended by 120 members and 
friends. Mr. Abe Train, Past President of the Club and Past President of the Burns 
Federation entertained the audience with the 'Immortal Memory' highlighting the genius of 
the Bard. Mr. Ian Murray proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and was suitably answered by 
Miss Ann Pickering. 

Throughout the year we have invested with The Fir Park Club, Motherwell United 
Services, Larkhall and N ewmains Burns Club. We also had a most enjoyable evening with a 
well known whisky firm which consisted of a film show and of course sampling 'John 
Barleycorn'. 

The highlight of our year was as always the Schools Competition which was held in St 
Brigid's, Newmains. The Trophy was won by St. Patrick's, Shotts. We are very grateful for 
all the help and co-operation from all schools and staff. 

At our A.G.M. in March, Mr. Norman B. Sheddon was re-elected President for another 
year. 

MRS. HELEN WADDELL 

821. Ayr Masonic Bums Club. On 19th January 1980 our annual Bums Supper was 
held in the Kildonan Hotel, Ayr with President J. Howie in the Chair. The Address to the 
Haggis was recited by our Treasurer R. Sherry. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Mr. J. Gould, Past-Master of Lodge 204. This was followed by toasts, replies and readings 
and songs by our own members and guests. The evening was voted a huge success. 

Our annual bus outing on lOth June 1979 visited the Scott country and an enjoyable day 
was had by all present. A wreath was laid by our President, Mr. J. Howie, to commemorate 
the birth of our Bard and also on the 25th July at Burns Statue Square. Our 'Ladies Nights' 
during the season are proving very popular and always have a good turnout. Our speakers at 
our meetings, have proved to be very topical and entertaining. On our last meeting of the 
season we have a Social Evening and wives are invited, with songs and recitations of Bums 
and also some variety. 

DAVID HATCH 

822. Mansfield District Caledonian Society. Our 28th Annual Burns Dinner was held 
on 25th January in the Queensway Suite, Mansfield. This was attended by 170 members 
and guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. S. H. S. Dove, A.CJ.I., Past 
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President Nottingham Scottish Association. Mr. J. Clark was Master of Ceremonies and 
the address to the haggis was given by President Mr. A. G. W. Michael. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Dr. D. J. Sutherland and his wife Dr. M. V. Sutherland replied. 
Songs were by Mrs. May Gray, greetings frae kindred societies were read by Secretary 
Mrs. J. Walker and the toast 'The Toon We Bide in' was made by Vice-President Mrs. S. 
Skelhorne and the piping was by Alex McLean. 

President's Night was held in the Regency Ballroom on 28th September with visiting 
presidents from ten neighbouring Societies present. St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 
30th November with a buffet dance in the Regency Ballroom. An end of season buffet 
dance was held in the Ladybrook Hall. Throughout the season our weekly Reel Club has 
been well supported by members and friends and is very ably run by our President, Mr. 
George Michael. 

JESSIE M. J. WALKER 

825. Edinburgh Clarinda Burns Club. Bums Dinner held this year in Dunfermline. 
Our club has five Dunfermline members so we decided to 'Cross the Bridge' to celebrate. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Lasanne from South Africa. Dr. Stewart from 
Australia toasted the 'Lasses'. 

Monthly meetings have not been regular this session as the club meeting place has been a 
problem. We look forward to next session with a new meeting place. 

Flowers were laid on 'Clarinda' grave in January. 
A Whist Drive and Bring & Buy Sale were very enjoyable. 
At the Cheese & Wine party, the guests were Dr. Lasanne and wife, also Dr. Stewart. 

834. Altrincham Sale & District St. Andrew's Society. The President's Evening. held at 
Bowdon Assembly Rooms on 14th March 1980, was the official 21st Birthday Party of the 
Society. 115 members and friends attended and the invited guests were Mr. & Mrs. Lambert 
(editor of the Altrincham & Sale Guardian and his wife), Mr. & Mrs. Lever(Mrs. Lever is the 
sub-editor of the Altrincham & Sale Messenger). The toast to the Society was given by Mr. 
John Snaddon, founder member and Past Secretary of the Society. Entertainment was by 
the Manchester Scottish Dancing Club and Stockport Harmony Singers. 

St Andrew's Day Dinner Dance, 30th November 1979. Hogmanay (at which over 200 
members and friends attended), 31st December 1979. Bums Night, 25th January 1980. 
President's Evening (see above), 14th March 1980. 

MR. ROY ALLEN 

839. Coldstream Burns Club. Our 92nd Anniversary Dinner was held on Friday 25th 
January 1980, in the Majicado Hotel, Coldstream and was highlighted by an 'Immortal 
Memory' of rare eloquence from Mr. David Shankland from Lochmaben, Dumfriesshire. 

With a toast straight from the heart, Mr. Shankland spoke of the genius of Bums in his 
mastery of words, the emotional intensity, Passion and feeling for words and theiruse. When 
Burns put his words to music he created a new dimension, and his songs were as relevant today 
as ever, Jiving on in resplendent glory. 

The following toasts were proposed: 'The Imperial Forces'-Chairman, Jim Davidson; 
'Bums Clubs the World O'er'-Mr. Andrew Stevenson; 'The Land we Live In'-Mr. 
Andrew Gray; 'Oor Toon'-Mr. Martin Johnston; 'The Lasses O'-Mr. Reg. Fairbairn; 
'Prosperity tae oor Club'-Mr. L. D. Wallace; 'Our Chairman'-Mr. Jim Patterson. 
Recitations by Mr. Bill Purves and Mr. Wylie Turnbull. 

A Ladies Night was held on 15th February 1980, in the Majicado Hotel. A tribute to 
Robert Bums was given by Mr. David Allan, B.Sc., Dip.Ed., Rector of Preston Lodge High 
School, Prestonpans. 
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Mr. Arthur Daw fromKirriemuir(late editor of the Burns Chronicle), proposed the toast to 
the Coldstream Bums Club. The toast to the Lasses was proposed by Mr. David Douglas. 
The reply to the Lasses was given by Mrs. Barbara Daw, from Kirriemuir, wife of Mr. Arthur 
Daw. Recitations were by Mrs. P. Souter, Mr. Wylie Turnmbull and Mr. Bill Purves, and 
the singers were Mr. Ian Irvine, Mr. J ackPurves, Mrs. Gwen Maben and Mrs. Isobel Robson. 

WILLIAM JACKSON 

842. Ye Bonnie Doon. The annual Supper was held in the Hillcrest Restaurant on 
Saturday 19th January 1980. Approximately 75 people attended. The speakerwasMr.A. 
Keith our Vice-President An enjoyable evening of singing and dancing was enjoyed by all. 
Our old friend Mr. J. Mason gave us the 'Star o' Rabbie Burns'. 

Annual picnic in June to a place yet undecided. St. Andrew's night in November. 
Possible trips to various Scottish Tattoo's in Ontario. 

MISJ JESSIE BROOKS 

845. Tam o' Sbanter Burns Club. On Wednesday 23rd January 1980 the 21st 
Anniversary Dinner took place in the Club. Mr. J. Dunleavy proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory', Mr. George McMillan proposed the toast 'The Cityu of our Adoption' and the 
Lord Mayor of Coventry, Councillor Harry Richards, made the reply. 

On Thursday 7th February, the Jolly Beggars Section held their 9th annual Anniversary 
Dinner in the Club. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Honorary Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Bums Federation, Mr. J. F. T. ThomsonM.B.E., M.A., F.L.A. The City of 
our Adoption was proposed by Jolly Beggar, Councillor Charles Ward, and the reply was 
given by the Lord Mayor of Coventry, Councillor Harry Richards. The Jolly Beggars Choir 
gave a varied programme of Bums songs, which were appreciated by the members and 
guests. 

On Monday 18th February the Jean Armour Ladies Section held their 3rd Anniversary 
Dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Green. The Jolly Beggars once 
again had the task of preparing and serving the meal. Almost 300 children were entertained 
at their annual Easter Party. 

Various concerts were held during the year featuring artistes from Scotland. Capacity 
crowds attended the St. Andrew's Night and New Year's Night dances. 

JAMES MCCAW 

946. Calgary Burns Club. Fourth Annual Banquet. A successful celebration was held 
again this year at the Calgary Inn. Approximately 225 guests were welcomed by President 
Graham Underwood. 

The programme opened with the Selkirk Grace by Tom Watson. 
The M.C. this year was Robin Dow, with introductions by President Underwood. 
The programme proceeded with the 'Tarbolton Bachelors' Club' by Alistair Ross, 

followed by the President's welcome from Graham Underwood, and greetings from our 
Patron, Dr. J. Grant McEwan, Honorable President, World Federation of Burns Clubs. 

Bill Robinson did a recitation and folk singer Ron Nolan sang. 
Dr. Sandy Morrison contributed 'A Toast to Canada' and Dr. George Marshall's 

recital of 'The Fornicator' brought chuckles from the audience. 
One of the highlights of the evening was a dual presentation of 'Tam O' Shanter' by 

Jack Whyte and Dr. Sandy Morrison. 
For a few minutes we were all transported back in time to Auld Ayr and Kirk Alloway. 
Another highlight was the toast to 'The Lasses', done by Bob Willson, a clever and 

highly amusing toast. 
The Loyal Toast was done by J. Adamson, address to the haggis by Morris Kerr, and 
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the toast to absent friends by Gerry Wood. 
The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was ably performed by Mrs. Justice W. C. Cam 

Kirby. 
The programme concluded with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 
The Province of Alberta was represented, as was the City of Calgary by Mayor Ross 

Alger. 
The entertainment was entirely provided by the members of the Calgary Burns Club. 
Our calendar of events last year started with the Burns Dinner in January-Ladies' 

Night in February-Presidents' Night in May-and last year we concluded with two new 
events. In September we had our first ever Annual Golf Tournament at the Turner Valley 
Golf and Country Club, followed by dinner and entertainment. And in November at the 
Glenmore Inn, our first ever St. Andrew's Ball, attended by 200 couples, which was 
tremendously successful. 

This concluded a great year for the Club. All events were well supported by Members 
and Guests. 

The Calgary Burns Club is a young Club, and we would like to hear from other clubs 
around the world. 

ANDREW G. HAY 

850. Dollar Masonic Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Masonic Club 
Rooms on Saturday 19th December 1979. The Brithers were delighted to welcome from 
The Robert Bums Society Ltd. of Annopolis, U.S.A., Bro. G. D. MacPherson, his son Jim 
andAIBooth. Before proposing the 'Immmtal Memory' Bro. Jim presented for safe-keeping 
to Alex Mciver a replica of a Thomas Jefferson Loving Cup to be used in future to drink a toast 
to Robert Bums and the Annapolis Bums Club. At the Annual Supper Jim MacPherson 
proved to us all just how great a Bums Lover he is and though born in the U. S.A. has not lost 
the love of Scotland, Burns, Service and McGonigal. 

Dr. James Currie, proposed the toastto the Lasses in the style of his famous fatherour great 
Honorary Member and friend Rev. James Currie. As a gynaecologist he knows his subject 
well and did it full justice. Mrs. Fiona Lawry was equal in her reply. 

On Sunday 20th January, we attended the televised service at Dunlop at the invitation of 
the Rev. J. Currie and our three American brethem. With Bro. J. Smith, and Bro. Alex B. 
Mclver P.M. we were entertained to lunch at the manse where we met all the members of the 
B.B.C. Team. Thank you James for a wonderful time. We then went on to the Irvine Burns 
Club where we attended a reception and a conducted tour of the Club, and our American 
visitors were allowed to see and handle the rare books including the First Edition. Again 
thanks to all down in Irvine, it was much appreciated. 

ALEX B. MCIVER 

859. Eglinton Burns Club, Irvine. One of the Founder Members of the Club-D. B. 
Shaw-was in the chair and supervised, in his own inimitably funny manner, a memorable 
21st Annual Dinner in the Eglinton Arms Hotel, Irvine on Thurs~y 17th January 1980. 
Mrs Ian Wood, wife of one of the committee members provided a magnificent 21 st Birthday 
cake and Wm. Lockhart & Co., the famous local bakers, topped up with some of their 
produce. 

Sam Gaw, President of the Burns Federation, who had been at 20 of the 21 Annual Dinners 
proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. The information, humour and detail packed 
into his toast was colossal, and his address must go down as one of the best ever heard. The 
toast and reply to the 'Lasses' was in the hands of Mr. & Mrs. Bill Nolan and as a new team 
proved that they were ripe for promotion. Captain Andrew Thomson, Commander of the 
Royal Navy's lOth Submarine Squadron at Faslane, proved no nuclear deterrent in a most 

159 



interesting and humorous toast to 'The Old Town and The New' and Professor Gosling from 
Sheffield University, who had planned most of Irvine New Town when he was Chief 
Architect -of Irvine Development Corporation, very comprehensively proved that Irvine in 
particular was not without its own defences. 'Our Guests & Artistes' was proposed by Jim 
Wales, Committee Member, and Assistant Manager of the Bank of Scotland, in his own 
inimitable way, and to balance the Western Alliance books, Admiral Bill Smith, Commodore 
of the 14th Squadron U.S. Navy at the Holy Loch, proved thatthe combined Western forces 
are indeed formidable, in his reply. Entertainment of the usual very high standard was 
provided by Miss Nan Caldwell, Miss Eileen Whyte, Mrs. Beth Gordon and Piper Andrew 
Cochrane. The whole event was universally voted as one of the best ever, despite the efforts 
of the wine waiters to scupper Royal and United States Navies in one evening. 

STAN ROBERTSON 

861. The Caledonian Society of Lincoln. Our Burns Nicht Celebration was held on 25th 
January 1980 at Moor Lodge Hotel, Branston, Lincoln. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mrs. Jean Atkinson, a Past President of our Society. The toast to 'The Provost, 
Bailies an' Toon Council' was given by Mr. J. Lawrie and the response by Councillor F. 
Allen, Deputy Mayor of the City of Lincoln. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. N. 
Caldwell and the reply by Miss V. Chambers. The Caledonian Society of Lincoln was 
proposed by Mr. D. L. Sanderson, Sheriff of the City of Lincoln, and our President, Mrs. 
Mary Eminson responded. 

Other social events during the year included our St. Andrew's Dance held in November 
1979, a very successful night; Opening Dance, Beetle Drive, Hallowe' en, Christmas and 
New Year Parties, Folk Dancing, Handbell Ringers, Pastiche Singers and a very successful 
Ceilidh; Film Night and Safari. Our Dance Classes have been organised and instructed by 
Miss D. V. Chambers as have the Demonstration Team-The Caledonian Dancers. 

MRS. ELIZABETH CLARKSON 

864. Burnie Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 26th January 1980, with 
approximately I 00 attending including visitors from the U.K. The Toastmistress was Mrs. 
Barbara Duff, Selkirk Grace was said by Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, the Haggis was addressed by 
Miss Janis Cameron, Mr. Alex Duff recited 'Willie W astle' and the reply to the 'Twa Lands' 
was made by Mr. Joe Robb. Mr. Jim Cameron toasted 'The Lasses', the reply being given by 
Mrs. Marjorie Robb. Mrs. Mary Taylor proposed the toast to the 'Visitors', the reply being 
made by Mr. H. White of Prestwick, Scotland. In his 'Immortal Memory' the President Mr. 
Don Taylor said Burns will be remembered as the man who almost single-handedly had saved 
his country's literature and song. 

The Burnie Scottish Country Dancers entertained after the supper. 
The Club continued to study the poems, songs and correspondence of Burns throughout the 

year. The Duncan Donaldson Memorial Trophy was again presented for Senior Aggregate 
Highland Dancing at the Burnie Eisteddfod and the Duncan Donaldson Competition-a quiz 
on Burns-was held in conjunction with the Annual Supper. The Club's Birthday Dinner 
was held as usual in November 1979, the ladies by tradition being responsible for the toasting 
duties. Mrs. Taylor in her reply t.::> the' Immortal Memory' used as her theme, the Year of the 
Child. The Club also holds a barbecue annually in January at the home of Mr. & Mrs. 
Cameron. 

MRS. ERIS TUNBRIDGE 

865. Foresters Arms Burns Club, Cambusbarron. On Friday 30th November 1979 all 
members met in the traditional smokey atmosphere of the back room at the Foresters Arms to 
celebrate St. Andrew's Night. A most enjoyable evening was had by all at this night, and I 
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may add morning as it was the wee sma' hoors before we broke up. 
As usual Meg our hostess provided her superb fare consisting of potted hough, jacket 

potatoes, smoked herrings and loads of cheese and biscuits washed down need I say! by 
umpteen glasses of John Barleycorn. 

Our traditional and main event of the season, the Annual Burns Supper, was held this year 
on Friday 8th February (slightly later this year) 1980 in the back room (Bothy), and as usual a 
grand time was had. The principal speaker this year being Mr. W. Kennedy ofMogil Motors. 
My sincere thanks to J. D. Begg, Esq., one of our more educated cronies for his excellent 
chainnanship at this supper, having been press ganged into taking over this duty due to the 
illness of Alister McFadyen our Past Chainnan. (Well done John!) All the members best 
wishes to Alister for a speedy recovery. We all hope to see him among us next year. 

J. T. GRAHAMSHAW 

870. Massachusetts Scottish Burns Association. Our Annual Burns Banquet, Concert 
and Dance was held on 19th January 1980 in The Dorothy Quincy Suite of the John Hancock 
Hall in Boston, Massachusetts. We were blessed with having grand weather on the evening 
of our banquet which we do not have too often on an occasion such as this at that time of the 
year, happy to say we seated 325 people which is pretty near a sell out. President Alex 
Ritchie welcomed the gathering. The haggis was piped in by Davie Hogg and carried by Past 
President John Murphy. The Ode to The Haggis was given by Davy Munn in his quiet 
pawkie way. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was delivered by Our Ain Bob Matson, 
oor canny Fifer. Past President, Peter Stewart gave the toast to 'The Lasses', just as a guid 
Dundonian would. The concert opened with the entire gathering singing The Star O' Rabbie 
Bums. Scottish solos were given by Miss Jane Inglis and Highland Dances were danced by 
Miss Laura Scott. 

We now have had our election of Officers for 1980 and happy to say that the Ladies are 
prominent. Mrs. Dora Garner, is our new President and Miss Margaret Laird is our 
Secretary, they both have served the Association well. 

Plans are in the making for the laying of a wreath on Bums Statue in Boston as soon as the 
weather is suitable for an outside gathering. 

MISS MARGARET LAIRD 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonlan Club. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. 
Simon Lindsay who also sang Bums songs and provided Scottish entertainment later at the 
dance section. President Stan Blackwell welcomed 160 members and friends who witnessed 
the Haggis carried by 'Poosie Nansie', Nan Clowes, being piped in by Pipe-Major Ron 
Dunne. The Address to the Haggis was ably rendered by Club member Jim Stark a former 
member of Wolverhampton Caledonian Society. The Chairman of Bassetlaw District 
Council, Councillor Ted Mitchell, responded to the 'Toon we Bide in' toasted by Past 
President Tom English who thanked the District Council for their financial help and their 
interest in the Club's Pipe Band. Past President Alister Duff's 'Toast to the Lasses' brought 
an equally humorous response from his wife Frances, applauded frequently by her 'Leap 
Year' female supporters. Dancing was to the Caleys Scottish Dance Band and Pipe Major 
Ron Dunne. 

The President's Reception for Robert Wilson was well supported by Presidents and 
Consorts from neighbouring Caledonian Societies, Doncaster, Retford, Sheffield, 
Rotherham, Warsop, Mansfield and Heanor. 

Entertainment of a high standard was provided by Worksop members, and was much 
appreciated by the visitors. Our St. Andrew's Night was the usual lively affair attended by a 
capacity crowd. 

We regret having to record the death ofMrs. Vera Wilson, the President's wife, a tireless 
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and willing worker for our Club over 11 years, and then we lost our Founder-President Mr. 
Pat McHale soon afterwards. Pat was a Bums enthusiast and a true Scot, and our 
proceedings at Worksop all bear the stamp of Pat's guidance through the years. He was laid 
to rest in true Scottish fashion. Pipe-Major Ron Dunne 'doing the honours' at Church and 
graveside. 

Five other social evening/dances during the year. Our Pipe Band led Retford Annistice 
Parade and Worksop Civic Parade. 

THOMAS H. ENLGISH 

881. Rugeley & District Burns Club. At the anniversary dinner an excellent night was 
had by all members and friends and the 'Immortal Memory' was rendered by Mr. J. Baillie, 
after all speeches, resitations, songs, etc. a dance followed. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated with a buffet and sing-song followed by a dance. 
A party visited Edinburgh during August. 

P. J. ARKELL 

887. Gainsborough & District Caledonian Society. The Bums Anniversary Dinner 
was held on Friday 25th January 1980 at 'The Chestnuts', Glentham. Those present 
included the President, John Arnold and four Past Presidents of the Society. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Lew W. Reid, Past President and the 'Address to the Haggis' by 
James Murray, Past President. The toast 'The Toon we Bide in', proposed by the President, 
was ably replied to by Mr. G. C. Cockerill, President of Gainsborough Lion's Club. An 
enjoyable evening was passed among 'Preens Auld and New'. 

The combined President and St. Andrew's Nicht was celebrated with an evening at 'The 
Crown', Saundby. During the eventing films by courtesy of Scottish Tourist Board wre 
screened and voted a great success. 

The St. Andrew's church service was well attended. 
On Friday 14th March, Mrs. E. E. Reid held a Cheese & Wine evening. The proceeds of 

this evening were eannarked as the societies contribution towards the 'Bums Federation' 
conference to be held at LeiCester. 

Forthcoming events include an evening out at the Scottish Presidents Association Dinner 
at Doncaster and a Coffee Evening at the home of the President and Mrs. Arnold. 

ANGUS MCLARTY 

890. Wollongong Burns Society. The annual Bums Supper was held in the Wollongong 
Masonic Club on 2nd February and was attended by 150 people. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. Les Cumming of Canberra. Other toasts by the President, Mr. Jim 
Frame. Our Piper was Mr. Stewart Heriot. 

Dr. Jim Mullen was chairman and the singers were Mrs. McKay, Mrs. Coghill, Mrs. Black 
and Mr. Grahame Lord, also recitations by Mrs. Brown. 

Social evenings were held every second month. 
LACHLAN M. CHJRNSIDE 

892. Ayrshire Metal Products Burns Club. Annual Dinner held in Caledonian 
Restaurant, Irvine on 1 st February 1980. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by W. Cliff Botcherby, Past President of 
Dundonald Bums Club. 

The function was well attended and appreciated by all. 
JOHN TAYLOR 

893. North Bay Burns Club. The· Immortal Memory' was proposed by Margaret Craig a 
native of Glasgow. 
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St Andrew's Dance, Christmas and Hogmanay functions were a great success. 
Monthly meetings are held from September to June. 

MRS. FRANCES WOODBURY 

895. Westerton Arms Burns Club. 75 members and friends attended the annual Burns 
Supper in Walmer Hotel, Bridge of Allan. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by R. 
AnnstrongD. G. C. & P. and the toast to the Lasses by T. Racey who by the way is English 
but did a first class job. 

Our St Andrew's night was attended by members and wives, also held at Walmer Hotel 
and a grand night was had by all, starting with a first class meal, then a dance. Between the 
two functions we raised some £40 for Jean Annour Homes and Mauchline homes. 

Once again our club held a home week and in February at Mosnaid Hotel with the locals. 
About one hundred and sixty attended the supper; thereafter a dance went on till the wee sma 
hours. Mr. George Buchan the owner and his staff did a first class job. 

THOMAS HEGGIE 

897. Glenbervie Burns Memorial's Association. With change of proprietor the name of 
the 'GardenstounArms' Hotel, Laurencekirk, is now the 'Boar's Head' where the members of 
the Glenbervie Burns Memorial's Association hold their meetings. The Association 
continue to keep a watchful eye on the various Burns Memorials in the district, especially on 
the family tombstones in Glenbervie Kirkyard. 

Members are sorry to hear of the serious illness of our President Mr. C. C. Easton at 
present in hospital, and we all wish him a speedy recovery. 

R.H. WATSON 

900. Irvine Valley B.C. The Annual Supper was held on lst February in Gowanbank 
Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. John Strawthorn of Mauchline, 
formerly from Newmilns. A raffle realised £42.61 and together with £35 collected at 
Galston Masonic Supper which they kindly donated to our President-Mr. Wm. Morrison
to be sent to the Jean Armour Homes enabled us to send £40 to each of the Bums Homes in 
Mauchline. 

The Annual outing was held in June when we visited Coalsnaughton Club where we were 
made most welcome and a thoroughly enjoyable time was had by all. 

MRS. HELEN P. R MCMILLAN 

902. Newmarket Bums Oub. The Annual Commemoration Supper of the above Club 
was held in the Wellington Bar, Manor Street, Falkirk, on Monday 21st January 1980, at 
which Mr. John Pinkerton of Cumbemauld Bums Club submitted the 'Immortal Memory' 
and was warmly received by the Company, fifty seven member's and friends attended. 

Since our last report we have to announce, with sorrow the passing of our Secretary/ 
Treasurer and 'Mine Host' Mr. Alexander Stewart. His influence will be sadly missed. 
Other than the A.G.M., one other meeting was held during the year. 

ALEX T. CORBETT 

908. Brithers Be Club. Our Burns Supper was held on 25th January 1980. A good 
number of our Club members and friends enjoyed a pleasant evening. Mrs. Maisie Garver, 
said the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. W. McKelvie gave the toast to 'The Lasses', which was 
replied to by Mrs. Jessie Fulton. The singers gave a very good rendering of various Bums 
airs. 

As our chairman could not be present at the wreath laying ceremony, Mr. James Strain 
took his place, being the oldest member of our Club. 

Our Club also took part in the now annual walk to Bums Monument in the Kay Park. 
JESSIE FULTON 
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915. Canterbury Burns Club Inc. Our beautiful Town Hall was the venue for our 
function on 25th January 1980. Our Mayor and Mayoress, Mr. and Mrs. Hamish Hay, were 
guests of honour. 196 guests attended. Vice President George McRobb addressed the 
Haggis in his usual masterful style. The 'Selkirk Grace' was given by David Sockett. The 
theme of Vice President John Fryer's 'Immortal Memory' was Bums' great humanitarianism 
and emphasised that Bums, contrary to some opinions, was a well educated young Scotsman, 
well versed in the classics. New Zealand's champion piper William Boyle officiated and also 
rendered two solos. The toasts were 'Our Province' proposed by Bill Hutton and replied to 
by the Mayor. 'The Lasses' proposed by Toni Smith and replied to very wittily by Isla Lewis. 
'Our Guests' proposed by Ian Nisbet. Hope Parkinson's lovely voice was heard in two 
haunting Scottish airs. William Hunter's 'Tam o' Shanter' could not be bettered anywhere. 
Vice President Jim Blake recited 'Address to the Toothache' with his usual flair. The 
evening concluded with singer Ron Gray conducting community singing with a medley of 
Bums songs. Our Ashburton printer members Jim and Bill Bruce and Doug Cornwall 
donated the superb programmes to the Club. 

Our Hogmanay Ball was a brilliant function at the Town Hall with quite a number of 
overseas visitors attending. We hold a monthly study group and a monthly Friendship 
Evening. A 'Men Only' night is held every Friday night at 6 p.m. at our rooms for which lady 
members prepare a meal on a roster system. This is a very viable part of the Club. Our 
President and his wife Anne, attended the Bums Conference in London, Ontario, Canada. 
He addressed the Conference and gave us an interesting talk on his return. We entertained 
the Dunedin Bums Club in September and our Ashburton members hosted us in September at 
a happy function. Our memorial service was taken at Lyttelton United Church by Rev. 0. 
Christian. Our annual golf match was hosted by the President and his wife at their Charteris 
Bay home. The Dickens Club visited and entertained us in August. 

MRS. W. KENNEDY 

917. Scottish Presidents' Association. It is regretted that as the date of this report is so 
much earlier than usual we are unable to report on the annual dinner. 

This main function is held on Saturday 26th April and will take place in the Danum Hotel, 
Doncaster. The President, Russell W. Taylor of Leicester will welcome fellow Presidents 
and past Presidents together with their consorts and after dining they will be entertained as 
befits the occasion. 

Members will be present from Chesterfield, Clumber, Derby, Doncaster, Gainsborough, 
Heanor, Leeds, Mansfield, North Lindsey, Pontefract, Rotherham and Sheffield. 

The only other event in our calendar is the Annual General Meeting, held in HeanorinJuly 
at which the usual business and election of officers is conducted. After the meeting light 
refreshments are served and members take the opportunity to reminisce on affairs of the clubs. 

LEWW.REID 

918. Dover and East Kent Scottish Society. This year has been particularly notable 
because we have had a lady President, the first in the history of our society since its founding in 
1887. Moreover, the lady President, Mrs. Dorothy Macfarlane, is one of the few members to 
have held all the major offices in the society. 

160 members and friends attended our Bums Supper and Dance in Dover Town Hall and 
fraternal greetings were exchanged with Bums Clubs in Dumfries and Elgin. The Elgin 
Bums Club response was especially welcome because Elgin is our President's home town. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Carol S. Duffin an accomplished speech. The 
Lasses was proposed by Mr. John McKenzie and the reply was given by Mrs. Betty J. Toop. 
'Our Guests' was proposed by Mrs. MargaretM. Hope and the response was by Dr. Mark A. 
Cave, Chairman of Dover District Council. Mr. Harry Hutchison was MC. 
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Our Bums Supper and Dance, like our annual St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance, gives our 
members a good opportunity to introduce their local friends to some of the traditions of 
Scotland with some piping, Scottish dances, poetry and a little history. However, it does not 
always meet the needs of those members who want a closer association with our traditions and 
to meet these needs we held a Bums Appreciation Evening on 29th February. This was an 
informal evening with talks, readings, singing and slides etc. Major James Macfarlane spoke 
abour Bums and His Times, Mr. Willie Watson gave a talk on Bums and the Borders, Mrs. 
Nancy E. Gawler and Mr. Alec Hughes sang some of Bum's songs, Mrs. Betty M. Johnstone, 
Mr. Harry Hutchison and Mr. Jim Blaikie gave poetry readings. Mr. Harry Hutchison 
presented slides of buildings and places connected with Robert Bums and his family. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Norfolk danced two Highland Dances. Mr. Davie Laing was MC. The piano was 
played in tum by two local friends of the society, Mr. John Stoddard and Mrs. Vera Marshall. 
Mrs. Marshall and her husband are devotees of Robert Bums and their home is a miniature 
Bums museum. 30 members and friends attended the Bums Concert in the Festival Hall, 
London on 26 January. 

MAJOR J. MACFARLANE MC (RETD.) 

919. Orange and District Scottish Association and Burns Club. The Club has 
prospered handsomely during the year, due particularly, to the efforts of our Chief, Mr. Jim 
Heron. Our membership now stands at 140, and rising steadily. We have a Social Get
Together on the fourth Friday of each month-special functions are:-Annual General 
Meeting-1 lth April; Annual Tartan Ball-26th September; Clan Night-28th November; 
Christmas Party-12th December; Bums Nicht-6th February; Highland Games-14th 
February. 

R. J. DAVIDSON 

921. Northern Scottish Counties Association of Burns Clubs. A satisfactory balance 
sheet was submitted by the Secretary and Treasurer and as there was no business to be 
discussed it was not thought necessary to have the Annual General Meeting in May. I am 
pleased to report that Mr. Douglas Cruickshank, District Representative, has undergone an 
operation and is now out of hospital and making good progress. I am very sorry to intimate 
that our Vice Chairman, Mr. Charles Easton, has been back in hospital and is not very well. 
My good wishes go to Mrs. Easton for her good nursing and hope her husband will soon be 
home. 

On 3rd-5th May I am taking a party of 52 members of Aberdeen Bums Club to sightsee in 
Annan and Dumfries and I look forward to meeting my Bums Federation friends in Dumfries 
once again. 

MISS ETHEL HALL 

922. Clumber Burns Club. A meeting was held at the home of the President Mrs. N. 
Ingles and Mr. J. Ingles on 9thJune 1979. A most delightful dinner was prepared and served 
by our Hostess the President. Afterthe meal, the Hon. Secretary Mr. L. Jeavons gave a short 
talk on the History and origins of Whisky and also a talk on the native foods of various areas of 
Scotland. 

A further meeting was held on l 3th October at the President's home when Mr. J. Ingles 
gave a talk on the Canadian Conference which he and his wife the President attended. The 
talk dealt mainly with the social side of the Conference. 

On lstDecemberthe A.G.M. was held atthe home of the Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. Jeavons 
and Mrs. Jeavons. After dinner Mr. George Irvine was elected President for the ensuing 
year. After the meeting the President then gave a talk on 'The Black Douglas'. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Alex Ellis, both Past Presidents of the Heanor & District Caledonian Society, were guests at 
a meeting and Dinner held at the home of the President on 23rd February 1980. 

The Club suffered a great loss in March when Mrs. Mabel Burnett, a founder member died. 
MR LESLIE JEAVONS 

924. The Scottish Commercial Traveller's Association, Dumfries & District Branch. 
This branch of the Commercial Travellers is one of the most active in the country. 

The most successful function they hold each year is the Bums Supper in January. Most of 
the other functions, we have to work to sell tickets, whereas the Bums Supper is so popular, we 
always have a full house. 

The first bums Supper was held in the Waverley Hotel, Dumfries in 1970, when the late 
Provost Ernest Robertson proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. 

After holding the event at the same venue the following year, we moved to the Nith Hotel at 
Glencaple to accommodate the large numbers attending. 

We have always been fortunate with the quality of speakers and entertainment and have 
been able to keep up a very high standard. 

The 1980 Bums Supper has already been arranged, to be held at the Nith Hotel when the 
'Immortal Memory' will be proposed by Mr. Hart from Dalbeath and the entertainment 
supplied by the Langholm singers. 

Thinking further ahead it is hoped that the main speaker in 1983 will be the Rev. James 
Currie. 

Members of this branch have enjoyed visits to functions held by the Dumfries HowffClub. 
JOHN WINNING 

926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Club has had a very active and successful year. Two 
delegates, Mrs. McCaffery and Miss Haythomtwaite, attended the conference in London, 
Ontario and we were delighted when the President of the Canterbury Bums Club Mr. Wally 
Vinnell and his wife Nan visited us on his way home to New Zealand. This link has been 
strengthened by his dynamic personality. Mrs. F aulder (Secretary) travelled to Germany to 
attend and propose the 'Immortal Memory' at a Bums Supper in the officers mess of the 
Soltav Garrison. St. Andrew's night was celebrated on Friday 30th November. The 
principal speaker was Mr. D. Wilson Ogilvie who gave a powerful and enlightening toast to 
St. Andrew and Scotland to a very appreciative audience. 

The Bums Supper was held on 18th January 1980. Another memorable night for the 
Rosamund. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Albert Finlayson, Past President 
of the Federation with that 'Spark ofMither wit and native fire' that endears him to all who are 
privileged to hear him. Guests from Saudi Arabia and Cornwall were present. On 22nd 
March the Club sponsored a children's verse speaking competition. This attracted an 
overwhelming response from forty one entrants ages 7 years to 12 years and a frantic search 
for judges. The brain child of this year's President, Mrs. G. Hardisty, the event must have 
been very satisfying for her and may well become an annual one. The very high standard 
reached by the children showed great credit to the teachers of Gretna High and Gretna Public 
Schools who co-operated fully with the club. HILDA MAY FAULDER 

929. Bathgate Jolly Beggars. Outing 2nd Sunday June to Lochlee then on to Mt 
Oliphant. Afterwards on to Largs where the Club members enjoyed High Tea. A second 
outing was proposed as this one had been a success. The second outing was to Border 
country visiting Covington Mains. 

A successful St. Andrew's Night was held, the main toast given by G. Henderson Laing, 
Edinburgh. The highlight of the year was our very successful Bums Supper. The 'Immortal 
Memory' being given by Mr. Tom Bell, Edinburgh Ayrshire Bums Club. 

WILLIAM HAMILTON 
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931. Caledonia Burns Club. The past year has been notable for an almost complete 
reorganisation of our club. We had become very much a one man club, depending very much 
on the efforts of the late Edward Thomson to make us function. 

Our anniversary dinner this year was a quiet affair held in the Saracens Head Hotel, Beith 
on Friday 25th January. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our 
President, Mr. H. Johnstone. The rest of the programme was presented by club officials, 
Jack Robertson, Archie Craig, and Jane Hannah. At this time we are organising various 
coach trips over parts of the Burns heritage trail. During the summer months we intend to 
hold bothy nights on the first Friday each month, alternating with our meetings on the 3rd 
Friday each month in the Saracens Head Hotel, Beith. We plan also to renew our Burns 
competition for local schoolchildren. 

JACK ROBERTSON 

930. The Wheatsbeaf Burns Club, Falkirk. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 
Wednesday 23rd January 1980, when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Tom 
Barrie, of Kilsyth. Songs and recitations were presented by our own club members. 

Three books of Burns Poems and Songs were given as prizes for the Burns Competitions 
within the Falkirk & District Schools Musical Festival. 

The annual outing was on Sunday 30th September 1979 and consisted of a tour of the 
Border Country with a visit to Mellerstain House, near Gordon Berwickshire. 

The Annual Dance was held in the Masonic Hall, Camelon, Falkirk and members and 
friends visited our Hon. President, Mr. W. Reid, now 'Mine Host' of the Ancaster Arms, 
Comrie, Perthshire, where a company of 60 enjoyed a social evening. 

TOM WEIR 

935. Torbrex Inn Burns Club. Friday 8th February saw our Anniversary Dinner when 
Mr. W. Muirhead proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' in the company of a full 
complement of members. The toast 'The Lasses' was proposed by FredMcGhie in fine form 
and our great friend Peter McQuire ably replied. Tam o' Shanter in illustrated form was 
presented by Messrs. Muirhead, Laing and Kirkwood of the Newmarket Club, Falkirk. 

David Laing returning to present 'Holy Willie' in devastating form. A very memorable 
night. 

St. Andrew's night was celebrated with a ball when some two hundred and twenty sat down 
to a 'Scots' dinner and subsequently danced the night awa'. The annual trip on Loch Lomond 
was again successful as was the Bothy Nicht, Darts and Dominoes, Ten Pin Bowling and the 
Film Night. We closed our season in company of the local 'Boolers' who kindly opened their 
howf to us in order that the Burnsians may demonstrate their skills to the Boolers at pool, darts 
and dominoes. Unfortunately the 'Gold Medal' was lost on its way back for display in 
Torbrex Inn. 

JAMES KINNEAR 

936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. On Saturday 26th January in the bleak winter of 1980, 
one hundred guests sat down at the 5th Annual Bums Night at the Hotel Redburn, Irvine. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Ursula, Countess of Eglinton, who, during her speech, 
told us thatthe site of the very hotel in which we were sitting had been the birthplace of her late 
husband; which at once made a special family link between us all. The Piping in of the Haggis 
was once again in the very capable hands of Jimmy Cook, whose playing always gives great 
enjoyment to us. 

'The Poet's Grace' was given by Rosalind Keyte; and then every one thoroughly enjoyed 
the traditional Burns Night fare. Our reader this year, was Mrs. Enez Kirk, who gave the 
'Address to the Haggis', 'Tam o' Shanter' and 'Bessie at her spinning wheel'. The toast and 
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reply to the 'Laddies' were ably given by Margaret Rae and Robert Fraser respectively. 
Duets were sung by Helen Haswell and Marie Kerr, with solos by Robert Sharp; foot 

tapping interludes were provided by members from the Ayr Strathspey and Reel Society, 
under the Leadership of Danny MacPherson. The accompanist was Beth Gordon; lastly the 
comprehensive vote of thanks was given by our Vice President Mrs. Margaret Cook, which 
included a special appreciation ofthe attendance of the Bums Federation President, Mr. S. K. 
Gaw. As we returned to the cold and frosty night we were immeasurably cheered, if possible, 
feeling even more devoted to our National Bard. 

Our Club has enjoyed another happy and successful year, with an increasing growth in 
membership, and our new President, Mrs. Mae McEwan can look back with pleasure at our 
many achievements. The Irvine '81 Conference is looming large upon our horizon, with 
many fund raising events to support. So far we have donated £100 to the Conference Funds; 
one of our Lasses organised a Country Dancing Evening supported by the Ayrshire 
Association of Bums Clubs; which raised the splendid sum of £249. Our Primary Schools 
Competition took the form of the children composing poems in the guid Scots tongue. This 
attracted 74 entries and we held our now customary Prizewinners Concert in June, when 
proud parents and grandparents came to join us in hearing the winning poems read aloud by 
the aspiring poets. 

The summer trip was to Douglas Park, Largs to see the Burns Garden; afterwards we 
repaired to a local hostelry for refreshment. At our St. Andrew's Night celebrations, the 
'Toast to Scotia' was given by Mr. William Cowan, Secretary of the Irvine Burns Club. 
During the year we have had some interesting speakers on a variety of subjects-Robert Kirk 
on 'The Smugglers of Troon', Barbara Graham on 'Women's Education through the Ages', 
and one of our own lasses of whome we are proud, N etta Fraser, who after much research and 
study, gave a detailed account of the Eglinton Tournament. 

During the Bums Season, several Lasses were invited to give talks on Robert Bums to local 
organisations, while others went out giving replies to the Lasses. As in the past five years, a 
group of readers, speakers and singers were invited to give Bums Suppers to local Sheltered 
Housing Units, among others. We surely can be happy knowing that 'Oor Rab' blesses all 
'his Irvine Lasses', and what we strive to achieve. 

MRS. ROSALIND KEITT 

939. Griffin Burns Club. President John McKay welcomed 130 members and friends on 
Friday 25 th January 1980. Principal guest was Tom Barrie from Kilsyth who delighted all 
present with a most inspiring 'Immortal Memory'. The evening progressed in the traditional 
manner with song and verse being greatly appreciated by the company. All in all a splendid 
night. 

Monday Sth November 1979 was one of the highlights of the 79/80 session, the much 
awaited 'Lecture on the Bums Portraits' by Jock Thomson. We were not disappointed, and 
are indebted to Jock, not only for his splendid lecture, but for his courtesy and kindness on 
many occasions. Bothy Night and Lads and Lasses Night were both well attended during the 
session. We were delighted some of our friends from Kilbimie could attend the latter and 
greatly enjoyed their company. 

WILLIAM ADAIR 

941. Robert Burns Club of San Diego. Our annual Burns Supper was held on 26th 
January at the Bahia. 350 guests attended. This year we were honoured by having as our 
principal guest Mr. John F. T. Thomson, Hon. Sec. & Treasurer of the Federation. 

Another special guest was the Rt. Hon. Kenneth Borthwick, Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 
We had a very successful evening with a Pipe Band, Scottish Highland Dancers, Scottish 

Country Dancers, Songs, etc. The Lord Provost gave the toast to the Lasses and Mr. J. F. T. 
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Thomson gave the 'Immortal Memory' in such a manner that he captivated the whole 
audience which was mostly American. After supper the guests thoroughly enjoyed the Pipe 
Band and dancers, and finished the night dancing to some of the old Scots tunes. 

In connection with the Bums Supper we ran a Bums Essay Competition at High School 
level and the winner was Jose Tabuena of Porto Rican nationality. 

Our Anniversary Dinner was held on l 3th October. About 60 members and guests 
enjoyed a good dinner followed by an evening's entertainment. We are hoping to have a good 
working club for 1980. While we cannot grow much bigger without running into problems, I 
know we can at least keep Bums to the fore in San Diego. 

JAMES MARSHALL 

942. Easthouses Miners Burns Club. The guest speaker was Mr. G. Montgomery 
(Scottish Area Mines Inspector) at the Bums Supper on 25th January 1980. The night was 
voted a huge success by all the members. 

The club made several visits to other Bums Clubs which we think brings friendship all over 
Scotland. 

THOMAS N. CONLAN 

944. Alamo Burns Club. The annual Bums Supper of the' Alamo' Bums Club was held in 
the' Alamo' Lounge on Tuesday 22nd January 1980. As in previous years, the premises had 
been fittingly decorated to suit the occasion, and bore witness to the enthusiasm and hard work 
of our hosts, Mr. and Mrs. A. Ferry, aided by members. 

As President, Wm. Williamson stated in his opening remarks-' Since its inception this 
club has had only one standard-the best', and the reception given by members to the ensuing 
programme of the works of our Bard, in song and recitation, gave ample evidence that the club 
standard was being maintained. 

The 'Great Chieftan o' the Puddin Race' was piped in by Piper Edward McAteer, 
thereafter being addressed by our First Honorary Member, Mr. Matt Mackie. 

After a meal which had 'A' their wee! swall'd kytes bent like drums', the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Tom Gibson, lecturer at Strathclyde University and a member 
of the Paisley Bums Club. With songs from Donald Allison, Fiddle and Piping selections, 
and Matt Mackies' peerless rendering of'Holy Wullies Prayer' and 'Tam o' Shanter' 'The 
hours like minutes hand in hand, danced by fu' light' and, all too soon, another Bums Night 
had come to a close. 

A bus run to Ayr on Saturday 9th June 1979, was well supported by members and wives, 
who enjoyed a lovely summers day in the town. A social evening in the Sands Hotel, where 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Stoddart were guests of honour, rounded off an enjoyable days outing. 

Members enjoyed a special evenings entertainment on Tuesday 20th November 1979, 
when once again we had the pleasure of the company of Mr. John Thomson, M.B.E., M.A., 
F.L.A., the Honorary Secretary of the Bums Federation, who gave a combined talk and quiz 
programme on 'Bums and Heraldry'. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Club was held on Tuesday 18th March 1980, and as 
from this date the policy of electing a new President annually will be adopted. A warm vote of 
thanks was given to retiring President, Mr. Wm. Williamson. Office bearers for the ensuing 
year: Secretary/Treasurer-Jim Fisher; President-Andy Smith; Vice President-John 
Cameron. 

JIM FISHER 

945. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. Our sixth annual Burns Supper was held 
on Saturday 26th January 1980, at St. Patrick's Centre, Huddersfield and was attended by 
100 members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our Hon. Life 
President (Chairman of Yorkshire Area Burns Federation) Mr. Jimmy Davie and the Haggis 
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was addressed in true Burnsian fashion by Mrs. Agnes Davie. The President (Mrs. Jenny 
Haselden) welcomed the guests who included the Mayor and Mayoress, Councillor and Mrs, 
Donald White, and Mr. and Mrs. Billy Thomson (Rugby Referee of world fame). Our Past 
President (Mr. Maurice McNae) toasted 'The Lasses'. Members and guests concluded the 
evening with dancing. 

We held our first New Year Hogmanay Dance at the Fraternity Hall, Huddersfield 
attended by 130 members and guests. The evening included a dancing display by our Junior 
members, Janet Medlen, Lynne and Simon Moir, Caroline and Fiona McKenzie. The old 
year was depicted by our Vice President Mr. David McLean and the New Year depicted by 
young Gavin McNae. The success of the evening is with our grateful thanks to our Vice 
President, Mr. David Medlen, for all his hard work. 

ELSIE MEDLEN 

947. John Cairney Burns Club. This club was founded to promote new works on Robert 
Burns in the theatrical and entertainment field and that royalties accruing from performances 
of such works might go towards a fund that would then exist to commission and promote new 
plays on Burns and all related subjects. So far, such monies have gone to the founding and 
initiation of the Burns Festural in Ayr in 1975 and 1976 and to the writing offurtheroriginal 
work by John, such as a Burns audio-visual project and a new play linking Bums with Hugh 
Macdiarmid-entitled 'A Drunk Man Looks at Robert Burns' which will be shown again at 
Irvine in the Burns Festival ofl 981. John Cairney is also discussing with a publisher, a book 
to be called 'My Life with Robert Burns 1959-79' and due to be published in 1986tocoincide 
with the bi-centenary of the Kilmarnock Edition and what is hoped will be the First 
International Burns Book Fair at Kilmarnock; and a new play dealing with the printing of the 
original volume at the same time. A young actor may repeat Cairney's famous solo role and 
so the odyssey will have come to an end and the John Cairney Burns Club be disbanded. 

CLARE BROTHERWOOD 

948. Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic B.C. Our fifth annual Bums Supper was held on lst 
February 1980 in the Masonic Social Club. President George Tedford welcomed 
approximately 100 members and friends to yet again another happy and memorable evening. 
We were fortunate in having with us the President of the Burns Federation, Mr. Sam Gaw. 
Although not the principal speaker, he did give a short talk. The evening got under way with 
the haggis being piped in by H. Bryden and carried by cronie Sam Howie. The address was 
proudly rendered by Robert McNeish. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Hugh 
Murray. Burns songs were sung by George Mclvor, accompanied by Sam Patterson (organ) 
and Jock Pollock (fiddle). The following cronies gave various readings of Bums, Robert 
Scott, Eric Russell, Hugh Murray, and robert McNeish. The vote of thanks was given by Bill 
Hilton. The evening was a huge success and enjoyed by all who attended. 

The St. Andrew's night dance was held on 30th November 1979. The Scottish Country 
Band and Dance Team excelled themselves once again and was enjoyed by all. The bus trip 
in May took us on the Heritage Trail (Ayrshire) once again, talking in the Lando' Bums 
Centre, Alloway, Tarbolton and Mauchline. The children's Christmas Party was again a 
happy occasion. 

The members were entertained by President F. Todd and members ofBusbiehill Burns 
Club, at the March meeting. This is an inter-club exchange arrangement Guest speakers 
throughout the year were James Reid, Retired Headmaster, Ardrossan, and Mr. C. 
Botcherby, Veterinarian from Ayr, and Past President of the Dundonald Burns Club, and our 
own inimitable Bob McNeish, Vice President 

JAMES HOWi!! 
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949. Fir Park Club, Burns Section. Our annual Bums Supper was hel ion Monday 4th 
February when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. H. B. Sneddon. Toast to the 
speaker was given by Mr. T. Hughes. The Lasses were toasted by Mr. Miller and replied to 
by Miss N. Still. Address to the haggis was by Mr. H. Lennox. Chairman for the evening 
was Mr. J. Good. Mr. A. Train and his daughter Freda rendered a few songs. Toast to our 
guests was given by Mr. A. Carbray. Reply by Mr. A. Torrance. Attendance was down on 
last year (possibly due to the current steel strike). 

On Wednesday 21 st November 1979 we held a dance within the Fir Park Club premises 
and had representatives from various clubs in Lanarkshire attending. This was to help raise 
our funds and we had a record 20 prizes in our raffie. 

On Saturday 30th June 1979 we held an outing to the Bums country which took in the 
Bums Museum at Mauchline and then on to Bums Cotage and the Floral Gardens at 
Alloway. An excellent meal was had at the Kings Arms Hotel, Fenwick and this was 
followed by an evening of song and recitation. A marvellous time was had by all. 

A. CARBRAY 

950. Drummoyne & District Scottish. A happy evening of Bums lovers were at our 
Burns Supper on Monday 2lst January. Mr. Charles Murray was our guest speaker and 
gave an excellent oration which was much enjoyed by members and their friends. We had a 
newcover not long out from Scotland as our artiste who had a lovely Scottish accent singing 
Burns songs beautifully-Mr. Andrew Reid. Mrs. Jean Lindsay gave us a night wi' Burns at 
Yacandie and Mr. Jim Gault (a Past President) addressed the haggis. Mrs. Marion Allan 
(from Tarbolton) gave a vote of thanks to the artistes in her own inimitable way. Mr. Duncan 
MacDermid was our piper. 

951. Birnbeck Burns Club, Weston-Super-Mare. The Anniversary Dinner was held in 
The Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mareon24thJanuary 1980. President Jim Dickson in 
the chair welcomed guests Sir Gervais Walker, Chairman of Avon County Council, and Lady 
Walker. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Frankie McGowan. The Rev. 
Charles MacNeill proposed the toast 'The Lasses', responded to by Mrs. Brenda Woodhead. 
The haggis, piped in by our Hon. Piper Jock Simpson, accompanied by Piper Robin Weeks, 
was addressed by Mac Maxwell. Stuart Galley as croupier was in charge of the evening's 
proceedings. 

A successful Barn Dance was held on 7th September 1979 and on 26th October Angus 
Wilson gave a talk on tartans and Highland Dress. St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 
30th November 1979, when the toast 'The Lando' Cakes' was proposed by Peter Ariell
Wright The toast 'The land we live in' was proposed by Klaus Kemp and responded to by 
our worthly member, His Worship The Mayor of Weston-Super-Mare, Burnsian Ron 
Harrison. President Jim Dickson was in the chair. The Annual General Meeting, attended 
by a record number of 52 members was held on 17th April 1980. 

BILL LE BRETON 

952. Guildford & District Scottish Society. The Bums Dinner was held at Stoke Hotel, 
Guildford, on 18th January. Lord Hamilton of Dalzell was in Lie Chair. The principal 
guests were the Mayor and Mayoress of Guildford and the latter was especially welcome as a 
100% Scot. 

The Haggis, after being piped round the company by Mr. Godfrey Oliphant, was addressed 
by Mr. Ronnie MacPherson. In proposing the 'Immortal Memory' Mr. Tom Muir delighted 
his hearers with several quotes from Burns. Mr. Oliver Drummond, Chairman of the 
Society, toasted the guests very amusingly in rhyme and the Mayor replied. The Lasses were 
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toasted by Mr. Robert Wilson with Mrs. Gardner replying. To complete the enjoyable 
evening there were songs by Mr. and Mrs. Hodge and dancing to the Caber Feidh Band. 

MRS. M. E. GARDNER 

954. Newton Burns Club, Ayr. Our annual Anniversary Supper was held in Ayr Ex
Servicemen's Club on lst February where Mr. George Baird toasted the haggis and the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Pirie. 

In May we held our annual Ladies Night Disco Dance in the Struan Hotel, Ayr and from 
the reports back to the committee every one had a fantastic evening. 

GEORGE BAIRD 

955. Gartwhinzean Burns Club. On Monday 28th January 1980, the Club held its 
Annual Supper at the Gartwhinzean House Hotel. A considerable gathering of about 130 
guests-mostly members-enjoyed a splendid meal in true traditional style. 

Major John Stewart the Chairman said the Selkirk Grace. After the Supper the Chairman 
proposed the Loyal Toast and the National Anthem was sung by the company. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Duncan McConkey, M.A. who 
referred to The Bard's visit to the district while residing at nearby Harviestoun near Dollar, 
quoting from the two poems 'The Clear Winding Devon' and 'Fair Maid of Devon'. The 
chairman thanked Mr. McConkey. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. J. McAra and Mrs. McAra made suitable 
reply. 'Holy Willie's Prayer' was rendered in splendid fashion by Mr. Tom White of Kinross 
who did so at short notice as Mr. J. Simpson who usually does it was suddenly taken ill. 'Tam 
o' Shanter' was done by Mr. John Kidd, Little Aldie, who also proposed 'Chairman, Host and 
Hostess and Artists'. 

These various items were interspersed by songs from Mrs. A. Aitken and Mr. Tom 
Forsyth. All enjoyed a fine night's entertainment. 

HENRY S. KINNAIRD 

956. Nantwich & District Scottish Society. The Anniversary Dinner and Dance was 
held at the Royal Hotel, Crewe, on 25th January 1980. The guest speaker was Iain Stuart 
Robertson, Esq., who proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns. The 
toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Thomas Watson, Esq., and the response by the 
President's wife, Mr. J. Fyfe. 

Hallowe'en with haggis 9th November 1979. Ceilidh on 8th February 1980. 
SALLY F. STAPLES 

961. Larkhall Burns Club. The Larkhall Burns Club held their 3 rd Annual Burns Dinner 
in the Labour Party Hall, Larkhall. Some 30 members and friends attended. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. David Maxwell, other speeches were made by our own 
members. 

This year the club held its 2nd Annual Schools competition involving 8 Primary Schools 
within the District. This year the club provided a Memorial Shield in honour of our late 
Secretary Mr. James Smith. The shield is to be held for one year by the school with the 
highest points in the competition, 24 readers and 22 singers competing. In August, last four 
members of our club, including the President and Secretary, attended the Conference in 
London, Ontario. 

The club also made a donation of a copy of the Chronicle to the local Public library. In 
November we held a Social and Dance which was attended by almost 100 members and 
friends of the associated clubs in Lanarkshire. The ladies of the club providing and serving 
the teas. 

R SCOTT 
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969. Huddersfield St. Andrew's Society. Our Chief this year is Graham Watt, a native 
of Aberdeen. The Society's annual Bums Supper and Dance, held at the Lad broke Mercury 
Motor Inn, was attended by 180 members and guests. Mr. David Bruce, President of the 
Huddersfield Incorporated Law Society proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. 

The Society's Annual St. Andrew's Dinner, our 87th, was also held at the Ladbroke 
Mercury Motor Inn and was attended by a similar number. The chief guest, Stuart Hay, also 
from the Granite City but now resident in Middlesborough, proposed the toast 'Scotland for 
Ever'. 

On both occasions Rab Thomson, who hails from Kilmarnock, addressed the haggis in his 
own inimitable way much to the delight of all present. 

The Society held two golf events this year, the Raff an Cup being won by Bruce Mitchell and 
the Holden Tankard by Bill McKie. IAN DUTHIE 

971. North Berwick Bums Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Marine Hotel 
on 25th Janurary 1980. The President Mrs. Doreen Stephenson, was i nthe chair. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Meta Forrest and Ian Gilmour who recited a selection 
of Bums' poems, letting the Bard speak for himself in a dramatic way, which was greatly 
appreciated. Other speakers were: 'Our Native Soil'-Garth Morrison; Reply-Tom 
Middlemas; 'The Lasses'-Robert Simpson; Reply-Karen Mitchell; 'Oor Auld Toon'
Albert Brown. Entertainment was provided by the Band, Tommy Dale and singers Anna 
Drummond and Mary Irvine. 

About 50 members enjoyed a St. Andrew's Night dinner and ceilidh in the Royal Hunting 
Lodge Hotel on 30th November 1979. 

Mr. J. Dalgleish won the Gold Shield in the annual competition on Saturday 12th April 
1979. MARION M. DODD 

973. Sais burgh Miners Burns Club. The club held their annual Bums Supper on Friday 
25th January 1980 and it proved to be most enjoyable. The chairman, Mr. H. Leckie, 
welcomed the guests and the haggis was piped in by a local lady Mrs. M. Campbell, and 
carried by Mr. J. Hendrie to be duly addressed by Mr. Andrew Pettigrew. Grace was said by 
T. Mcinnes. When Her Majesty had been properly toasted the Chairman said a few words. 

Miss Ann Pickering charmed the company with her singing and there was a reading from Mr. 
W. Elliot. The company joined to sing 'There Was A Lad'. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
given by Mr. John Cunningham, M.A. The chairman toasted the speaker, 'The Lassesp 
were toasted by Mr. R. Nimmo. Mrs. J. Pettigrew gave a reading and replied to 'The Lasses'. 
Mr. N. Caimey toasted 'The Miners Club'. Mr. G. Prosser sang for the company and Mr. R. 
Nimmo replied to 'The Miners Club'. To end up an enjoyable night Mr. J. Carson gave a 
vote of thanks. 

The club took an active part in the Schools Competition this yera for the first time. 
The club also had a social evening on Friday 4thApril which was most enjoyable. Next on 

the Agenda is the Annual Outing to Bums Country. 
ROBERT GARDNER 

975. Scots Burns Club of Western Australia. On Saturday, 26th January 1980 fifty
five members and friends attended the Burns Supper. The haggis was piped in by Maureen 
Campbell and Dave Gauld addressed the haggis. The highlight of the evening was the 
'Immortal Memory', very ably proposed by Mr. Muir Nisbit. 

The monthly meetings are well attended and have welcomed new members. 
The Grouse Ball held in August was enjoyed by all who attended, also the Hallowe'en 

Party and St. Andrew's Night. 
JEAN FINLAY 
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BOTI'LED AT THE OISTJLLEIY FOl 
"till HOUSE FOODS ISCOTLA~Dl L 

This fine single malt whisky is exclusively for 
direct sale to Burns Clubs, Caledonian Societies 
and their affiliates around the world. 

THE WHISKY 
This 12 year old Pure Malt is perhaps the 
most exclusive whisky in the world. One 
of only three malts still bottled at their 
distillery, 'Burns Cottage' is produced by 
Scotland's oldest family distillers in 
Campbeltown. Burns himself will only 
have tasted malt whisky as 'blends' did 
not appear until fifty years after his death, 
and this Campbeltown distillery was 
operating (albeit illegally) during his 
lifetime, supervised by the same family 
that look after it today. 

THE STONEWARE BOTTLE 
When Dr Johnson called to Boswell in 
lnveraray 

'Come let me see what 'tis which 
makes a Scotchman happy!' 

37.S cl HIDGE Of ALLAN, SCOTLAND lJ!flOl 

he will probably have taken his dram from 
a stoneware 'mutchkin'. The 'Burns Cot
tage' stoneware bottle replicates this late 
18th Century design, and carries on the 
back the lovely verse beginning; 

lSProof • 86°US Proof . 43°GiyLussi 'Here's a bottle and an honest friend/' 
written in 1787 
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BURNS COTT AGE, ALLOWAY 
The cottage is looked after by The Burns Trustees 

and a contribution to them is made for each case of whisky sold. 

SPECIFICATION 

1case=6 x 37.5cl/13Y.i floz 
stoneware bottles. 

PRICE 
Delivered per case to UK 
destinations: 
£36.53 + £5.47VAT = £42.00 
Export: £26.44 FOB. 

Send your enquiry to. 

Mill House Foods (Scotland) Ltd. 
Inverallan Mill House, Bridge of Allan, Scotland 



979. Jewel Welfare Holy Willies Bums Club. Our club has been a great success in its 
first year in the Federation. We have a small but active membership who are proving to be 
keen on the works of Bums. 

Our Annual Dinner Dance was held in the Ben Har Lounge of the Jewel Welfare Club and 
was well attended by members and their guests. 

We held our Bums Supper on 25th January 1980 in the same lounge. Our principal 
guest was Mr. Ronnie Motherwell, who gave the 'Immortal Memory' and 'Holy Willie's 
Prayer'. Our President gave the 'Address to the Haggis'. We were lucky to have the 
services of two young pipers from 'The Queen's Own Highlanders'. 

Altogether it was a very grand night 
MR W. ALEXANDER 

980. Nlqara Falls Canada Bums Club. Annual Supper was held on 26th January at 
table Rock Restaurant, overlooking Niagara Falls. Sixty two members and guests eajoyed a 
traditional Bums Supper, featuring roast beef, haggis and all the trimmings. The toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' was given by Immediate Past President, William Dawson, who dwelt on 
Burns' role as a farmer and related many interesting anecdotes on this topic. Other 
traditional toasts were made by Club Members. Piper Don McNeil piped in the haggis, 
carried by Poosie Nansie, Mrs. Ina Dawson. Following the supper, we were entertained by 
the intricate dancing of Mrs. Shela Sawyer, accompanied on the pipes by her husband Bill. 
The pipers and the dancer are young Canadians, of Scottish descent, who have graced our 
Bums Suppers for several years. Dancing. and singing, concluded another successful 
Supper. 

Four of our members, Jim and Vera Johnstone and Alex and May Crawley, attended the 
Federation Conference in London, Ontario. It was a first for us, and a most inspiring and 
memorable occasion. Our expectations were high and we were not disappointed. The 
speakers were of a high calibre, the setting was lovely and we had FUN! We plan to attend 
the 1981 Conference at Irvine. 

Our Annual 'Niagara Falls, Canada, Bums Club, Golf Outing' was again a highlight oflast 
summer. Twenty members and guests played golf and were joined by their spouses and other 
members and guests for a lovely buffet dinner. 

To further enrich our knowledge of Bums, members take turns offering a mini 'Burns 
Appreciation' after the business portion of our meeting. This may take the form of sharing a 
favourite song, poem or reading-or even a quiz on aspects of Bums life or the times in which 
he lived. 

Our numbers are small, because we meet in our homes (by preference) rather than in a hall. 
However we are large in enthusiasm. 

MARY CRAWLEY 

981. Berkshire Burns Club. The Club met for the 221 st celebration of the birthday of 
Robert Bums on 25thJanuary 1980. This is our second annual gathering and was attended 
by 150 people. We dined on the usual Scottish fare and we were entertained grandly by 
readers and vocalists giving their renditions of the works of Rober Bums. 

Our Piper, Dennis Riley, piped in the haggis and gave us several stirring solos during the 
evening. The Berkshire Burns Club is only one year old and we have 50 members. We are 
fortunate to be able to continually meet at McMeekin House located in the lovely Berkshire 
Hills of Massachusetts. David McMeekin was our first President. Our new President is 
Joan McColl Shoreman. 

HEYDON A. MOORE 

984. MacQuarrie-Stewart Burns Club. Our inaugural Bums Anniversary Dinner 
Dance was held at Pennant Hills, north of Sydney on the 9th February 1980 with a capacity 
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crowd of 200 attending. The guests were a combination of Australians and Scots in 
approximately equal numbers. 

The evening opened with the pipes and drums of The Hills District Pipe Band playing a 
stirring medley and evoking a spontaneous and enthusiastic response, that would have done 
justice to a final night at the Edniburgb Tattoo. Our President, Mrs. I. Stewart, welcomed 
visitors and invited all, to join her in 'The Loyal Toast'. 

The haggis, in this far-off land, is a strange and rare commodity and we are fortunate, that 
the best haggis-maker in Australia, Mr. Tom Archibald (an exiled Scot from Edinburgh) is a 
Club member. Resplendent in his kilt, he carried the precious and steaming fare on a silver 
tray, was preceded by our piper Mr. Billy Wright and received warm and long applause. The 
'Address to the Haggis' was delivered by the experienced and able Mr. Tom McKnight, and 
he delighted both Scots and Australians with his lively address. 

Mr. D. Taylor delivered the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' and paid a fitting tribute to 
Robert Bums. Mr. G. White toasted 'The Lasses' and the response to this toast was given by 
Mrs. B. McKnight to acclaim and laughter. Two teenage Highland dancers, Miss Meikle 
and Miss Hale from The Sheila Meikle Dancing Academy entertained us and their dancing 
was a pleasure to behold. Ross Mitchell and his music provided Scottish dancing for 
everyone and as the hours flew by wi' tentless heed, the official evening was extended to 2.00 
am. and from this distant land we are happy to report that the memory of Robert Burns is alive 
and thriving. DES TAYLOR 

986. The Robert Burns Society of Annapolis, Ltd. U.S.A. The Society brought to a 
conclusion nearly three weeks of intense activity connected with Bums Birthday, with its 
Third Annual Bums Nicht Supper, held on February 2, 1980, at the Annapolis Hilton Hotel 
and attended by 350 members and guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. 
F. T. Thomson, Honorary Secretary of the Bums Federation. Mr. Thomson was the guest of 
the Society in the United States for the week preceding this event. Chairman for the evening 
was Major Denis Frank. The haggis was piped into the hall by members of the Denny and 
Dunipace pipe band and the address was rendered by Mr. Tom Geary of the Baltimore St 
Andrews Society. Mr. John Smith, President of the United Glass Jolly Beggars Burns Club 
of Alloa, was also an honoured guest of the Society during the week following the Federation 
Conference in London, Ontario. President Smith presented the Robert Burns Society of 
Annapolis with a custom-made whisky bottle, enamelled with a likeness of Burns and filled 
with Scotch whisky. The United Glass Jolly Beggars have commissioned only twenty fuur 
such bottles and to date only two have been presented. Upon acceptance of the bottle, 
President McPherson of the Annapolis Society, vowed that the bottle would not be opened 
until the Federation met on American soil. 

Other events of note promoted by the Society were the proclamation by the Mayor of 
Annapolis that 25th January was Robert Bums Day in the City and Maryland Governor 
Harry Hughes proclamation that 25th January was Robert Bums and Scottish Heritage Day 
throughout the entire State of Maryland. 

The Society also launched its first annual High School Robert Bums Essay Contest, 
offering Three Hundred Dollars in priz.e money for the best essays. A continuing programme 
of Literary Evenings for members and the general public, to study Bums work, has also been 
inaugurated The Robert Bums Society of Annapolis has also developed an on going series 
of programmes in which the works of Robert Burns are presented to Colleges, Schools, 
Churches and other Scottish Societies in our local area. 

LOUIS B. MCCASLIN 

990. Auldgirth Burns Club. On l st February, in Auldgirth Inn, the 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. Albert Finlayson. The toast to 'The Lasses' was made by Mr. David 
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SCOTTISH NATIONAL DICTIONARY 

This monumental work, completed in 1976, records in 
10 Volumes the Scots language as it has been spoken 
and written since 1700. Its vocabulary covers every 
facet of Scottish life and history in that time and it 
serves as a key to the work of Burns, Scott, and our 
leading Scottish writers. 

Price £300. (£450 + p & p from 1st October 1980) 

CONCISE SCOTS DICTIONARY 

In 1975 work was started on a one volume dictionary of 
Scots for both the general reader and the scholar. It is 
based on the Scottish National Dictionary and the 
Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue and therefore 
covers the period from 1200 till now. Over 57 per cent of 
the editing has been completed from the Association's 
own funds, but with inflation, at least £50,000 is needed 
now to finish the editing by 1983. 

We ask for YOUR help for this important work for all 
interested in Scots. Please send your donation or write 
for further information to: -

The Scottish National Dictionary Association Ltd., 
27 George Square, 
Edinburgh EHS 9LD 
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Campbell, and replied to by Miss E. Patterson. 
A most successful evening was brought to a close by the President, Mr. Richard Wismach, 

giving a vote of thanks. 
A St. Andrew's Celebration was held on December 7th. The company enjoyed a very 

entertaining evening with the singing from Mrs. McKeachie accompanied by Mrs. Wismach 
on piano. Dance music was provided by Mr. W. McRobert and recitations by Mr. James 
Patterson. 

ALEXANDERCRANSTOUN 

Robert Bums Society of the Midlands. The Robert Bums Society of the Midlands held its 
second Annual Burns Supper on Friday 25th January 1980 in Columbia, South Carolina. 
There were 68 people in attendance. The Club cooked a large quantity of lamb and members 
brought other food to go along with this-primarily of Scottish origin. We had oatcakes, 
shorthbread, scotch eggs, shepherd's pie, scones, lemon curd and a number of other dishes. 
A demonstration of Scottish Country Dancing was given after the Dinner. Elizabeth 
Rowland, Edinburgh-born member of the Bums Society, made the Haggis and it was piped in 
by Sandy Jones of The Citadel, a Military School in South Carolina. 

International Horse Race in Camden, South Carolina. Film at the University of South 
Carolina. Highland Dance Class. Jacksonville Florida Highland Games. Savannah, 
Georgia Highland Games. (The Bums Society sponsors a tent at each of the above games). 

ELIZABETH ROWLAND 
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The Burns House Museum, Mauchline, rescued from demolition 
and completely restored through the generosity of Burns lovers all 
over the world, is now open for your inspection. 

In addition to many relics of the Poet and his works, there is on 
display a collection of 'Folk objects', furniture etc., illustrating 
the history and industry of Mauchline and district. 

Open Weekdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

or by arrangement 

Admission Adults 1 Sp Children lOp 

Donations for the maintenance of this historic building will be 

gratefully received by the Secretary: 
William Bee, F.P.S., F.S.A.&:ot., S Loudoun Street, Mauchline 



LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOITISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April, 1980) 

Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

O Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 110 Kenneth M. Alasdair M. Gordon, 3 Port-
Fowlis land Road, Kilmarnock KAl 

2AN 
1 The Burns Club of 1868 1885 167 A. C. Brown James Mason, 83 Dorchester 

London Way, Kenton, Harrow HA3 
9RD 

2 Alexandria Burns Club 1884 1885 150 James Gallacher John Barton, Cedar Cottage, 
126 Middleton Street, 
Alexandria, G83 ODQ 

4 Callander Burns Club 1877 1885 43 A. R. Thompson K. A. Stewart, Trustee Sav-
ings Bank, 49 Main Street, 
Callander, Perthshire 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 1885 1963 60 James Irvine Mrs. J. Irvine, 25 Queensway, 
Earlston, Berwickshire TD4 
6EU 

7 Thistle Burns Club 1882 1885 so James McAulay Robert S. Millar, 12 Avon 
Avenue, Bearsden, Glasgow 
G61 2PS 

9 Royalty Burns Club 1882 1886 261 Ian Kennedy W. A. McLagan, 42 Cunning-
ham Drive, Giffnock, Glas-
gow G46 6ER 

10 DumbartonBurnsClub 18S9 1886 130 John R. Young James L. Hempstead, 31 
Dumbuck Cres., Dumbarton 
G82 lEJ 

11 Chesterfield and District 1886 1886 lSO David C. Gardmtr John B. Macadam, 193 New-
Caledonian Assoc. bold Road, Chesterfield 

S41 7BE 
14 Dundee Burns Club 1860 1886 39 W. Miller D. R. Kettles, c/o Dundee 

Burns Club, 37 Union St., 
Dundee 

lS Belfast Burns Assoc. 1886 1886 6S Captain William Miss May White, 20a Cyprus 
Campbell Park, Belfast BT5 6EA 

17 Nottingham Scottish 1871 1886 300 J.B. More Capt. D. Shore, 21 Farm Rd., 
Association Chilwell, Beeston, Notting-

hamNG9 SBZ 
20 Airdrie Burns Club 1883 188S 104 Wm. J. Esplin, Matthew P. Kidd, 'Coorie 

F.I.W.M. Doon,' Queen Victoria St., 
Airdrie ML6 ODL 

21 Greenock Burns Club 1801 1886 ISO Arthur C. Still Duncan McSwein (Snr.), 
O.B.E., J.P., 3 Welbeck St., 
Greenock PA16 7RW 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 1848 1886 34 H.J. Hayhoe Miss Helen M. Muir, 10 
Blinkbonny Rd., Edinburgh 
EH43HX 

26 Perth Bums Club 1873 1977 60 Herbert G. Bews D. N. M. Paton, 1S Needless 
Road, Perth 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 1872 1886 330 Ian Gourlay David Watson, C.A., 147 Bath 

3S Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns 182S 1887 
Street, Glasgow G2 4SN 

90 J. R. Clark W. Walker, 10 Braehead, 
Club Dalry, Ayrshire KA24 SEX 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit to the 
Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building the starting 
point of 'Tam's' immortal ride to Alloway Kirk is now 
open to the public as a Museum, containing many in
teresting exhibits connected with Robert Burns and his epic 

story of 'Tam O'Shanter'. 

Open daily ( except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults 25p School Children lOp 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

36 Rosebery Bums Club 1885 1887 20 Mrs. Rita Simpson Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 
'Crichope,' 49 St. Kenneth 
Drive, Glasgow GSl 4QF 

37 Dollar Burns Club 1887 1887 100 James B. Yates Alex. B. Mciver, Harviestoun 
Lodge, Dollar FK14 7PY 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club 1872 1889 97 Miss Ethel Hall Douglas W. Cruickshank, 7 
Baillieswells Dr., Aberdeen 
ABl 9AT 

42 Strathearn Burns Club 1889 1950 48 D. Blythe Mrs. M. Robertson, 38 Broich 
Ter., Crieff, Perthshire 
PH73BE 

45 Cumnock Burns Club 1887 1891 110 Robin D. Hunter Robin D. Hunter, 1 The 
Square, Cumnock, Ayrshire 
KA181BQ 

48 Paisley Burns Club 1805 1891 35 H.V. R. Y. Corbett, 36 Riccartsbar 
McNaughton Avenue, Paisley PA2 6BG 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club 1870 1891 710 John H. Sinclair W. Walker, 39 Randolph Rd., 
Glasgow Cl I 7LF 

SO Stirling Burns Club 1886 1892 100 John C. Henry Robb, LLB., 3 Pitt 
McAdam Terrace, Stirling 

SS Derby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 434 Mrs. Nan Mrs. K. N. Dick, 8 Greenside 
and Burns Club MacFarlane Court, Mickleover, Derby 

DE3 SRG 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik Burns 1893 1971 27 William Kirk Jos. Mackin, 42 Logan Ave., 

Club Cumnock, Ayrshire 
KAIS 3HB 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 1893 1893 110 John S. Bruce Robert Smith, 105 Kim Drive, 
Burns Club Gourock PA19 lEG 

62 Cupar Burns Club 1884 1893 206 Andrew M. Scott D. S. Campbell, Kingarroch, 
M.B.E., J.P. Craigrothie, by Cupar, Fife 

KA15 SAO 
68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 1893 1894 sso C. Douglas Neil Macdonald, 58 Stockie-

Burns Club Burgess, muir Ave., Bearsden, Glas-
F.R.I.C.S. gow G61 3LX 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, 1861 1894 368 H.J. Horren A. R. Rackley, M.B.E., 25 
inc. Skibo St., Kew, Dunedin, 

New Zealand 
71 Carlisle Burns Club 1889 1895 18 T. T. Ferguson Dr. T. T. Ferguson, The Bur-

roughs, Papcastle, Cocker· 
mouth 

72 Partick Bums Club 1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae Russell A. Sharp, 270 Durn· 
barton Road, Partick, Glas-
gow Gil 6TX 

74 Nat. Bums Memorial 1888 1895 61 Sir Claude Hagart Alastair J. Campbell, c/o Mc-
and Cottage Homes, Alexander of Kenzie, Roberton & Co., 53 
Mauchline Ballochmyle, Bt. Bothwell Street, Glasgow G2 

6TE 
82 Arbroath Burns Club 1888 1896 129 Alexander M. Harry C. Nicoll, 11 Gallow-

Harrison den Road, Arbroath, Angus 
DDll 3HL 

85 Dunfermline United 1812 1896 100 The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, 14 Park Avenue, 
Burns Club Earl of Elgin and Dunfermline KYl 2 7HX 

Kincardine, 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 
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BURNS' 
H 0 USE 
DUMFRIES 

OPEN: 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries 

should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, 

in which the Poet lived and died. 
The House is open to visitors and 

contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House 

is one minute's walk from St. 
Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Burns 
Mausoleum. 

lst April or Good Friday (whichever is earlier) to 30th September 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-1p.m.,2·7 p.m. 
SUNDAYS 2 p.m.-7 p.m. 

lst October to Jlst March or the day before Good Friday (whichever is 
earlier) 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.·noon, 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
SUNDAYS Closed 

Admission to House 
Adults 20p Children and Students lOp. 

'BURNS FAMILY TREE' 
Compiled by the late Tom McCrorie. 

On sale at House. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

89 Sunderland Burns Club 1897 1897 SI R. Howat R. G. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland SR6 8AZ 

9S Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 100 K. Platt Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses 
Mount, Darcy Lever, Bolton, 
Lanes BLl2 lPQ 

96 Jedburgh 1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace John Gibson, 3S Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. 
TD8 6JY 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 1889 1899 117 J. Kerr Little D. C. Smith, 22 Cargenbridge 
Club Ave., Dumfries DG2 8LP 

116 Grccnloaning Burns 1889 1900 66 Peter I. Mcintosh, Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 
Club J.P. Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 

120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 1820 1900 280 J. Watson Black Mrs. I. Robertson, 'Red 
Stacks,' 189 Wellsway, 
Keynsham, Bristol, Avon. 

124 The Ninety Burns Club 1890 1902 so Thomas Selvester J. C. McVittic, W.S., 4 North 
Charlotte St., Edinburgh 
EH24HT 

126 Falkirk Bums Club 1866 1902 75 Ronnie A. Mayes C. Inglis McAulay, Kirkshiels, 
Main Strcet,Polmont by 
Falkirk 

133 Newarthill Burns Club 1903 1904 18 William Bums Thomas Boslem, 82 Mosshall 
St., Newarthill, Motherwell 

149 Elgin Burns Club 1901 1905 100 C. B. Wilken, Wm. D. G. Chalmers, Royal 
M.B.E., T.D. Bank Bdgs., Elgin, Moray 

IV30 lDY 
1 S2 The Hamilton Bums 1877 1906 219 Dr. S.S. I. Parker W. L. Gold, 25 Chatelherault 

Club Cres., Hamilton ML3 7PZ 
1 S8 Darlington Bums Assoc. 1906 1906 76 W. L.Duff G. Walker, 7 Geneva Cresc., 

Darlington DLl 4JU 
167 Birmingham and Mid- 1888 1924 268 Mrs. F. A. D. A. R. Stalker, 70 Harbornc 

land Scottish Society Highway Rd., Oldbury, Warley, West 
Midlands B68 9JH 

169 Glasgow and District 1907 1908 lS George Anderson Scott I. Galt, 25 Clevcdon 
Burns Association Clubs Rd., Glasgow G 12 OPQ 

173 Irvine Burns Club 1826 1908 450 James Wilson William Cowan, 23 Norman 
Cres., Irvine KA12 8SB 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 1909 1909 9 Dr. R. Mcinroy John Dorward, 17 Linfcm 
Club Rd., Dailly KA26 9SW 

187 Galashiels Bums Club 1908 1909 130 Mark J. Brunton D. Wilkinson, 27 Kenilworth 
Ave., Galashiels TDl 2DD 

192 Ayrshire Association of 1908 1910 28 Mrs. Enez Logan Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank St., 
Burns Clubs Clubs Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

197 Winnipeg Burns Club 1907 1911 62 William J. E. R. Evans, 116-81 Roslyn 
Conway Rd., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada R3L 003 
198 Gorcbridge Burns Club 1906 1911 250 Archd. Lochrie A. Law, 41 Newhunterfield, 

Gorebridgc, Midlothian 
EH23 4BD 

199 Newbattle and District 1910 1911 60 J. Telford David Smith, 77 Sixth Street, 
Burns Club Newtongransc, Midlothian 
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Scotch "Whisky 
··l 

" , ~"A._, .•. ··~ >+, 
\ 

From Scotland's 
best distilleries 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President SecretOl')I 
209 Greenock St. John's 1909 1909 so Robert Miller Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., 11 

Bums Club Murdieston Street, Grconock 
PAIS 4DT 

212 Portobollo Bums Club 1892 1913 so J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 'Quar· 
J.P. dene,' 8 Bryce Ave., Edin-

burgh EH7 6TX 
217 F.skdale Burns Club 1886 1913 150 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. Sheena Elliot,S Academy 

Place, Langbolm, Dumfries-
shi.rci DG 13 OBA 

220 Burns Club of St. Louis l90S 1913 40 Courtney Shands J. Gordon Forsyth, 7811 
Carondelet Ave .. Clayton, 
Mo. 6310S, U.S.A. 

226 Dumfries Bums Club 1820 1913 107 Dr. T. S. R. Train John A. C. McFadden, 37 
George Street, Dumfries 
DGl lEA 

236 Whitehaven Bums Club 1914 1914 SS William Anderson George Young, 9 Whalley Dr., 
Midgey, Whitehaven CA28 
7SA 

237 Uddingston Masonic 1914 1914 20 Alexander L. J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Bums Club Hamilton Uddingston, Glasgow G71 

7JU 
238 Bums Club of Atlanta 1896 1914 8S Thomas W. William M. Wallace, Jr., 804 

Warren Springdale Road, N.E., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30306, 
U.S.A. 

239 Hawick Burns Club 1878 1914 1150 H. Spreng M. Deal, Hawick Burns 
Club, Albert Bridge, Hawick, 
Roxburgbshire 

242 Montrose Burns Club 1908 191S 120 F. C. Fraser, M.A. Stanley G. Strachan, West-
Lands, Redfield Crescent, 
Montrose,AngusDDIOSTN 

2S2 Alloway Burns Club 1908 1918 120 Dr. B. N. P. George A. Bryan, 
Bannatyne T.Eng.(CEO, M.I.T.E., 20 

Hawkshill Avenue, Ayr 
KA8 9JP 

263 Glasgow Masonic 1919 1919 173 John Whyte J. Darroch, 43 Victoria Cres., 
Burns Club Glasgow Gl2 

274 Troon Burns Club 1920 1920 96 Jack Taylor James Adam, C.A., 318/319 
Bridgegate House, Irvine 

27S Ayr Bums Club 1886 1920 132 Robert K. G. McCallum, 12 Bellevue 
Cuthbertson Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire 

KA9 INW 
284 Philadelphia North- 1896 1921 IS Douglas Mackay Rev. John H. Leitch, S.T.D., 

eastern Burns Club 77S Copeland School Road, 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
19380, U.S.A. 

293 Newcraigball Welfare 1921 1921 4S lanPow Robert Hendry, 18 Park View 
Poosie Nansie Burns Newcraigball, Musselburgb 
Club EH21 8RP 

296 Walsall Burns Club 1900 1922 60 Dr. J. A. Glennie A. S. Davidson, 9 Vales 
Close, Walmley, Sutton 
Coldfield 
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BURNS CELEBRITY 
CONCERT 
Ayr Gaiety Theatre 

Sunday, 24th May, 1981 

One hundred years of ownership of Burns 
Cottage by the Trustees of Burns Monument. 

For further particulars apply in writing in and 
after January to: 

The Hon. Secretary, Trustees of Burns 
Monument, Burns, Cottage, Alloway, Ayr. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

303 Victoria St. Andrew's 1849 1922 200 Herbert Charlie Cameron, 231S 
and Caledonian Soc. Robertson Blanshard St., Victoria, B.C., 

Canada B8T 4J4 
1P3 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 1914 1922 167 Mrs. C. Mejka, G. Henderson Laing, SO 
Association LL.D. Marrionville Dr .• Edinburgh 

EH7 6BW 
310 Mauchline Burns Club 1923 1923 53 A. F. Mcintyre D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East Park 

Ave., Mauchline KAS 5BS 
314 Scottish Burns Club, 1920 1923 42 Alex. Bruce Arthur Cowan, 25 Alderbank 

Edinburgh Terr., Edinburgh EHi 1 ITA 
320 Troy Burns Club 1903 1924 IS H. Lawson James A. MacAdam, 31 

Cardinal Ave., Albany, N.Y. 
12208, U.S.A. 

323 Kirkcudbright Burns 1918 1924 90 James A. Dunlop Adam Gray, lngleston, 
Club Borguc, Kirkcudbrightshire 

DG64UA 
329 Newark and District 1923 1924 12S Mrs. G. M. A. C. McLartn, 'The Red 

Cal. Soc. Mcintyre Hous~,' Mill Lane, Kirk-
linton, Notts. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 1826 1925 235 The Earl of Elgin J.M. M. Smith, 13 Broad St. 
and Kincardine, Peterhead, Aberdeenshire 
D.L., J.P.,M.A. AB4 6JA 

340 Balcrno Burns Club 1881 1965 70 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 15 Dean· 
park Grove, Balerno, Edin· 
burgh EH14 7EA 

341 Leith Burns Club 1826 1925 27 Wm. Brunton Kenneth N. W. Page, 6 Cassel· 
bank St., Leith, Edinburgh (, 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel 1923 1925 9 Mrs. Eli:zabeth Mrs. E. Walker, 31 Broom-
Burns Club Jamieson park View, East Calder, Mid-

lothian EHS3 ODA 

348 Newton Jean Armour 1924 1925 40 Mrs. J. Hughes Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland 
Bums Club Cres., Cambuslang, Glasgow 

G728RB 
349 The Howtr Burns Club 1925 1925 38 Mrs. Enez Logan Mrs. Sarah Logan, 123 

Hurlford Road, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock 

350 Markinch Bums Club 1899 192S ISO William Archd. Mitchell, 'Mo 
Mackintosh Dhachaidh,' 11 Sweetbank 

Dr., Markinch, Fife KY7 
6BH 

3S6 Burnbank and Dist. 1826 1926 40 Mrs. A. Cowan George Johnston, 48 May 
Masonic Burns Club Gardens, Hamilton, 

Lanarkshire 

360 Lochec Burns Club 1926 1926 300 William Prophet Thomas Young, 4 Wiston Pl., 
Dundee DD2 3JR 

363 Barrow St. Andrew's 1878 1926 ISO William Eccles Geoffrey C. Hewitt, 6 West 
Society Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness 

LA13 9AX 
365 Catrino Bums Club 1925 1926 40 John Chisholm Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird 

Ave., AuclUnlcck, Ayrshire 
KA18 2JS 
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Among thy Green Braes lies 

CUMNOCK AND DOON 
VALLEY 

District 

In the heart of the Burns' Count..Y and on the 
Burns' Trail visitors are always welcome. 

Facilities include good hotels, camping and 
caravan sites, golf, fishing and hill walking
Information from the Tourist Officer, 1 New 
Street, Dalmellington, Ayrshire. (Dalmellington 
550229.) 

Investment for industrialists in the Burns' 
Country-Contact the Chief Executive, Council 
Offices, Lugar, Cumnock (Cumnock 22111), for 
information on sites, factories and labour 
availability. 

CUMNOCK AND DOON VALLEY 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 



No. Name 

366 Liverpool Burns Club 

Mem
lnst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

1924 1926 93 RobertJ. Hughes Miss Margaret J. Birkhead, 16 
Ribble House, Gateacre, 
Liverpool L25 5PT 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 1963 1964 100 James Ritchie Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Ploughlands Road, Dun
donald, Ayrshire KA2 9BY 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 1906 1927 89 Walter Menzies Tom Smith, 17 Eastern Cres. 
Burns Club Garden City, Kilbirnie 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns 1925 1927 28 David Blyth G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Clubs Association Clubs Marionville Dr., Edinburgh 

EH7 6BW 

387 Cambuslang Mary 
Campbell Burns Club 

392 Whiffiet Burm Club 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 
Club 

1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 Trossachs 
Road, Cathkin, Rutherglen 

1920 1928 50 Hugh C. Johnston John A. W. Kirk, 8 Lugar 

1928 1928 100 Mrs. Sheila 
Morrin 

Street, Coatbridge, Lanark-
shire MLS 

Mrs. Sally Knight, 17 Green
lea Road, Annan, Dum
friesshire 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 1876 1928 35 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 'Restalrig,' 5 Grey
stone Avenue, Dumfries 
DGl lPE 

Burns Club, Dumfries 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 203 Peter Buchan 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 353 Thomas A. 
Docherty 

417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 1924 1929 100 J. L. Henderson 
Society 

426 Sauchie Burns Club 1929 1929 103 William Snaddon 

430 Gourock Burns Club 1887 1929 101 George R. 
Simpson 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars 1929 1930 130 Mrs. Joyce 
Ladies' Club Murray 

John A. MacKinnon, Bank of 
Scotland House, Seaforth 
Street, Fraserburgh 

W. Campbell Heselwood, 4 
Whiteley Wood Road, 
Sheffield Sil 7FE 

Mrs. C. Henderson, Great 
Stone Edge, Blacko, nr. 
Nelson, Lanes. BB9 6LP 

William Aitken, 88 Gartmorn 
Rd., Sauchie, by Alloa 
Clackmannanshire FKlO 
3NX 

George K. Peaston, 19 Lily. 
bank Rd., Port Glasgow, 
Renfrewshire PA14 SAN 

J. Shaw, 34 Darent Ave., 
Barrow in Furness 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns 1930 1930 90 Mrs. D. Kingstree Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 Kirk-
Club owens Street, Dumfries 

DGl 3DR 
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THE BOOKSELLERS IN THE BURNS COUNTRY 

MACDONALD AND SPROAT 
LTD. 

242 HIGH STREET AYR 
The undernoted titles are available from stock and can be posted to all parts without 
delay. Please add 15% of cost for postage and remit in sterling. 
Biography and Criticism 
The Robert Burns Common Place Book-£12-Hardback 

Burns Encyclopaedia 
M. Lindsay-£5.95 
Robert Burns: A studv of the Poems and Songs 
(Crawford)-414 pages-£5.95 
Robert Burns: The Man, the Myth and the Legend-M. Lindsay-£5.95 
Burns and the Popular Lyric-(Crawford)-£5 
Robert Burns: Edited by Donald Alexander Low-463 pages 
Critical Heritage Series-£14 
Robert Burns: His Personality, His Reputation and His Art 
Snyder 
Robert Burns and His World: Professor David Daiches-140 illustrations-£3.95 
Robert Burns Authenti-kit: A collection of contemporary documents (illustrated) in 
folder-£1.50 
Critical Essays on Robert Burns (Low)-202 pages-£5.95 
From Maxwell to Burns: A biography of Dr. Maxwell showing his inextricable 
connection with Robert Burns-£10 

Poems 
The Poems of Robert Burns-Penguin Edition p/b £1 
Selected Poems of Robert Burns, edited by David Daiches p/b £1.50 
Poems arranged by Satires, animal poems. descriptive, verse letters etc. h/b £4.95 
Robert Burns: Some poems, Songs and Epistles.-Ed. John McVie-195 pages-
78 illustrations-p/b £3.95 
Merry Muses of Caledonia- Bawdy Frolics from Burns Secret collection-p/b £1.50 
Burns poems and songs-Oxford Edition based on Kinsley's Texts. Mainly derived 
from 800 of Burns' holographs and transcripts revised in his own hand-h/b £6.95-
p/b £3.50 
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns. Souvenir illustrated edition. Ed. James Barke
h/b £4.25 
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns h/b £3.95 beautiful mock-leather edition. Ed. 
James Barke 

General 
Burns Quiz Book (See Jackson and Sproat Advertisement) 
Burns Supper Guide (See Jackson and Sproat Advertisement) 
Scots Kist: a varied selection of verse, prose and drama, published for the Burns 
Federation 
Robert Burns Pictorial Map (J. F. T. Thomson) £1.75 
Scottish-English; English-Scottish Dictionary 50p 
Scots Word Book: !William Graham; Scots language Soc.) 
Scots-English; English -Scots Dictionary h/b 
Chambers Scots Dictionary £6.50 h/b 
Scottish Clans and Tartans-Ian Grimble £1.95 p/b excellent value 
Concise History of Scotland-Fitzroy Maclean New illustrated h/b £4.25 
Edinburgh History of Scotland 4 Volumes LIMP £20 set in slipcase. The Definitive 
Scottish History 
Scottish Christian Names p/b £1.95 
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BURNS FEDERATION 

International 
Burns Supper 

(The Year of the Scot, 1981) 

Banqueting Hall, 
Glasgow District Council, 
George Square, Glasgow 

Saturday, 24th January, 1981 

Speakers: Lord Birsay, The Earl of Elgin 
Music by Bill McCue and Company 

Tickets available at the Dick Institute, Kilmarnock 
Telephone 563 26401 

---

I 

j 



No. Name 

510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 
Burns Club 

511 Perth (West Australia) 
Burns Club 

516 Airts Burns Club, 
Preston pans 

520 Uddingston Lochli(" 
Ladies' Bums Club 

Mem
/nst. Fed. hers President 

1935 1935 150 G. J. Richards 

1935 1935 50 Mrs. Cath. 
Lommon 

1936 1959 50 Thomas Bush 

1935 1936 15 Mrs. E. Gilmour 

Secretary 

A. Sinclair, c/o I.C.I. 
Grangemouth Recreation 
Club, Earl's Road, Grange
mouth, Stirlingshire FK3 
8XG 

Mrs. J. Russell, 56 Carcoola 
St., Nollamara, Perth 6061, 
West Australia 

Walter M. Muir, 89 Gardiner 
Road, Prestonpans, East 
Lothian EH32 9QR 

Mrs. Margaret McKellar, 50 
Douglas Street, Viewpark, 
Uddingston, Glasgow 071 
SEA 

523 Highland Soc. of New 
South Wales 

1877 1936 150 David T. Kecrs Maureen Thin Smith, c/o P.O. 

530 Southern Scot. Counties 1937 1937 
Bums Association 

534 Bedlington and District 1934 1937 
Burns Club 

535 Plymouth and District 1927 1937 
Caledonian Society 

536 Whithom and District 1937 1937 
Bums Club 

22 
Clubs 

100 

50 

50 

H. Cunningham 

Dr. John Brown 

R. F. Jarwood 

James Edgar 

Box Cl 72, Clarence Street 
Post Office, Sydney, N.S.W. 
2000, Australia 

Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 Loch· 
side Rd., Lochside, Dumfries 
DG20EH 

W. D. Scott, 27 Hotspur Ave., 
Bedlington, Northumberland 
NE22 5TD 

Mrs. F. Lock, 96 Beaumaris 
Rd., Hartley Vale, Plymouth 
PL3 SSA 

William Rae, B.L., 58 George 
Street, Whithorn, Newton 
Stewart 

543 Abbey Craig Burns Club 1935 1938 100 Robert Kennedy S. Leslie, 16 Cromlix Cres., 
Dunblane, Perthshire FKl5 
9JO 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 198 J. G. Dickson 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 131 J. Whitehead 

553 Wolverhampton and 1938 1938 120 Dr. W. Fowler 
Dist. Cal. Society 

555 Harrogate St. Andrew's 1921 1938 250 W. Gordon 
Society Stewart 

556 Caledonian Society of 1883 1938 75 Peter T. Swan 
Doncaster 

559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 360 D. Hunter 
Society 

Archd. Jeffers, 3 Lulworth 
Garth, Whitkirk, Leeds 15 
West Yorks 

K. M. Cochrane, 17 Lawrence, 
Grove, Scarborough Y012, 
5SF 

J.B. Paterson, 8 Beech Gdns. 
Codsall, Wolverhampton 

Stanley G. Fairs, 14 Park Ave. 
Harrogate, N. Yorks 

Mrs. J. L. Muir, 3 Heather
bank Rd., Bessacarr, Don
caster DN4 6EH 

R. P. Davies, 6 Willoughby 
Close, Binley, Coventry 
CV3 2GJ 
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JACKSON & SPROAT LTD. 
Publishers 

242 HIGH STREET, AYR. Tel (0292) 84616 

Are proud to announce that during 1980 they will make three 
significant contributions to any Burnsian's reading list. 
Firstly: 'The Burns Supper Guide' by Hugh Douglas p/b 
120 pages at approximately £2.25. All you need to know to 
celebrate the 25th January. Chapters include: the historic 
background; menus; the Chairman; his duties; sample 
speeches; the immortal memory; helpful hints and awful 
warnings. In short a 'must' for anyone interested in Robert 
Burns whether an absolute beginner or an experienced 'old 
hand'. 

Also, 'The Robert Burns Quiz' by Harold Thomas and J. F. 
T. Thomson. Hundreds of questions and answers (carefully 
researched and verified) specific to Burns, his works and his 
life. Not only a quiz book ideal for Burns evenings but also a 
convenient method of verifying or revising your knowledge 
of the poet and his life. Paperback. Price approx. £1.50. 
And, a reprint of Hans Hecht's much sought after biography: 
'Robert Burns' first-published in 1936 and still authoratively 
regarded as the best biography . 
Limp cover £4.50 Hardback £6.95. 

Available from publishers at the above address or from 
booksellers throughout the UK: 



Mem· 
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

561 London (Ontario) Burns 1938 1939 126 Dr. James Connor Dave Barclay, 14 Carey Cres., 
Club London, Ontario, Canada 

N6J 3T8 
562 Castle Douglas Burns 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 Ernespie 

Club Road, Castle Douglas 
563 Norfolk Caledonian 1934 1977 400 Walter Clark Mrs. V. M. Walker, 52A 

Society Portersfield Road, Norwich, 
Norfolk NOR 94F 

566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 189 John W. Begg, Miss May Dickie, Unit 1, 25 
Club of Australia LL.B. Lavender Cres., North Syd-

ney, N.S.W. 2060, Australia 
570 The Scottish Clans 1898 1939 350 L. H. Barnes W. P. RafTan, M.Sc., F.Inst.P., 

Assoc. of London, Ltd. 2 Erridge Rd., Merton Park, 
London, S.W. 19 

571 The Edmonton Bums 1921 1971 30 J. Graham R. M. Allen, 32 Greer Cres., 
Club McKelvie St. Albert, Alberta TSN 1T8 

572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 85 J.E. McG. T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, 
Guthrie Hunter St., Chester CH l 2AS 

576 Fort Matilda Burns Club 1934 1940 100 Dugald S. Robert Dickson, 2 Wemyss 
Robertson Bay Street, Greenock, 

Renfrewshire 

578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 John Allan Thos. N. Paterson, 90 Branch-
Burns Clubs Clubs alfield Dr., Wishaw, Lanark· 

shire ML2 8QD 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 139 J. G. McLauchlan John Pope, 7 Hastie Avenue, 
Millport, Isle of Cumbrae 
KA28 OAS 

581 Cumbemauld and Dist. 1943 1943 37 Tom Myles John M. Simpson, 17 Glen· 
Bums Club view, Cumbernauld, Glas-

gow 
585 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 175 R. B. Dunwoodie J. Watson, 17 Kilmailing Rd. 

Club Clarinda Burns Glasgow G44 5UH 
Circle 

589 Solway Burns Club 1921 1978 111 R. Bainbridge Mrs. Helen McNairn, 8 Kim· 
meter Place, Annan, Dum-
friesshire 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 50 S. C. Jamieson James L. Conn, 48 Houston 
Burns Club Cres., Dalry KA24 4BJ 

597 The Burns Society of the 1871 1944 160 Leslie D. Taggart Robert M. McKinnon, 8618·3 

Ci~y of New York Ave. Brooklyn, New York 
NY 11209 U.S.A. 

606 Corby Stewarts & Lloyds' 1944 1945 32 W. Montgomery, G. Garden, 66 Taunton Ave., 
Bums Club J.P. Corby, Northants 

612 Torrance Masonic Social 1928 1945 50 William Frew Fred C. Jordan, West Ba!gro-
and Bums Club chan Cottage, Torrance, nr. 

Glasgow 
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LandofB 
Come to the South West of 

Scotland. To Robert Burns 
country, immortalised in his 
timeless verse. 

Follow the Burns 
Heritage Trail. To Alloway 
and the "Auld Clay Biggio" 
where Burns was horn and 
where a new centre 
provides a valuable 
starting point to the Trail. 

Then press on to Ayrwith 
its hrewhouse (now a 
museum) from where 
Tam o' Shanter began his famous ride. 

Visit the Auld Kirk where Burns was baptised. And 
call at Kirkoswald, Tarholton, Mauchline, Kilmarnock 
Irvine, Ellisland and Dumfries. All towns and villages 
that play a vital part in unravelling the Burns story. 

On the way you'll find beautiful scenery, peaceful 
countryside, attractive hotels and pubs, souvenir and 
craft shops, museums and historic houses. 

It's all part of the Burns Heritage Trail offering a 
relaxing or an active break, while providing an 
insight into the life and times of Scotland's National 
Bard. 

For your guide to the Land of Robert Burns 
write to: 
Lena Dickie, Promotions Officer, Dept. BCC, 
Scottish Tourist Board, 23 Ravelston Terrace _ 
Edinburgh EH4 3EU. 11~~jl~)· 
Tel: 031-332 2433. ~ jiJih' 
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No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

618 Altrincbam and Sale 1945 1945 so Douglas Taylor, Mrs. C. M. Booth, 28 
Calcdonian Society M.M. Mcadway, High Lane, 

Stockport, Cheshire SK6 
BEG 

626 Moffat and Dist. Bums 1946 1946 60 Charles Young Mrs. N. Ure, 1 Rae Street, 
Club Moffat, Dumfrksshirc 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 1889 1946 150 Archibald John Kidd, Little Aldie, 
Burns Club Skinner Fossoway, Kinross KY13 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnstone, 42 High St., 
Club Sanquhar, Dumfricsshirc 

630 Coalsnaughton Burns 194S 1946 100 David Lowe Alex. B. Mciver, Harvieston 
Club Lodge, Dollar FK14 7PY 

632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 60 Harry Bull Mrs. Moira Nicholson, 5 
Mount Ave., Symington, 
Kilmarnock KAIS 5RU 

637 Millhcugh Bums Club 1941 1946 25 Wm. Mcintosh John Campbell, 26 Ashburn 
Loan, Meadowhill, Larkhall 
Lanarkshire 

642 Ruthcrglen Bums Club 1975 1975 45 NormanJ. Mrs. M. Monk, 2 Johnstone 
Brown Dr., Rutherglen, Glasgow 

646 The Clear Windins 1946 1947 so Mrs. Janet Robert Law, 65 Queen St., 
Devon Alva Burns Snaddon Alva, Clackmannanshire 
Club FJ12 5EJ 

657 Fallin Gothenberg Burns 1947 1947 120 J. Nicol John Milroy, 28 Lamont Cres., 
Club Fallin, Stirlingshire FK7 7EJ 

659 Dundee Burns Society 1896 1947 52 Miss Mabel Miss D. Millar, 19 Lunan 
Robertson Terrace, Dundee 

660 Langholm Ladies' Bums 1947 1947 45 Miss A. M. Mann Mrs. N. L. C. Mcintosh, 27 
Club Townfoot, Langholm, Dum-

fricsshire 0013 OEH 

661 Leamington and War- 1947 1947 85 Miss I. T. S. Mrs. K. M. Ollett, 67 Kenil-
wick Caledonian Soc. Henderson worth Court, Warwick, Rd., 

Coventry CV3 6JA 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 184 Roy Gillespie Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 70 

Caledonian Society Smith The Avenue, Oaktrce Farm, 
St. Leonards, nr. Ringwood, 
Hants BH24 2RJ 

664 Wost Kilbride Bums 1947 1947 145 J. G. Sloan D. M. Penman, 'Mossgiel,' 
Club 71 Ritchie Street, West Kil-

bride, Ayrshire KA23 9HF 

665 Gartmom Ladies' Burns 1947 1948 47 Mrs. Pert Mrs. G. Cooper, 19 Beech-
Club wood, Sauchie, Alloa, 

Clacks. FK10 3LA 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies 1947 1949 150 George Cole Andrew Richmond, 26 Frew 

Burns Club Terrace, Irvine KA12 9EA 
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You're first with us. 

Bank of Scotland offers a 
convenient, safe, modem way to manage 
your personal finances. Simply open a 
Current Account with us-regular 
Statements can easily help you keep 
track of your day to day spending. 

At your local Bank of Scotland 
branch, the manager and staff extend a 
friendly welcome and can advise on 
the many personal banking services 
available to you. 

Ifs our way of putting you first 

40 o~BA51 OF SCOTLAID 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

679 Tullibody and Cambus 1947 1948 so Tom Riddock Alex Breen, 101 Carseview, 
Bums Club Tullibody, Clacks FK10 SR2 

681 The Cronies Bums Club, 1948 1948 1S Mrs. Jean Mrs. Jean MacMillan, 43 
Kilmarnock McMillan South Hamilton St., Kil-

marnock KAI 2DT 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon 
and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

1947 1948 100 Miss Vivyan Wells Mrs. A. K. Sinton, 64 Towns
end Road, Tiddington, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwicks. CV37 7DF 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie 1939 
Ladies' Burns Club 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 

693 Masonic Burns Qub, 1949 
Kirkcudbright 

69.5 Kilmaronock Burns Club 1949 
(Dunbartonshire) 

1949 31 

1949 lSO 

1949 11 

1949 lSO 

Mrs. M. Adamson Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger, 10 
Durham Cres., Lower Largo, 
FifeKY8 6DN 

Clifford Parr D. F. MacDougall, Outlands 
IB Dores Road, Inverness 
IV24QX 

Alwyn Gill A. J. C. Gaston, 41 Shilling-
hill, Kirkcudbright 

Andrew Forshaw Mrs. Ethel McGillivray, 
Whistlers Hill, Old School 
Rd., Gartocharn, by Alex
andria, Dunbartonshire 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 220 J. W. Dobbie Miss Jessie H. Colville, S2 
Soc. of St. Andrew Caul dwell Lane, Whitley 

Bay, Tyne and Wear 

698 Turrift' Burns Qub 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt C. M. Angus, 9 Highfield 

699 ChoppingtonBumsOub 1948 1949 140 J. Brady 

701 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 

106 North Lindsey Scots Soc. 1927 1949 

710 Burns Society of Toronto 1896 1970 

S6 Johnston 
Cummings 

96 D. McGowan 

Mrs. Helen Reid 

Walk, Turriff ABS 7BS 

John E. Godden, 91 East 
Green, Choppington, North

umberland NE62 SSQ 
John Philiben, 6327 Calhoun, 
Dearborn, Michigan, U.S.A. 
48126 

J. Ferguson, 33 Mapletree 
Way, Scunthorpe, South 
Humberside 

Mrs. M. Burke, 3658 Anni
versary Rd., Mississauga, 
Ont .• Canada LSC 2Gl 

1 ll The Victorian Scottish 190S 19SO Mrs. D. Stewart G. McNaughton, 301 Francis 
Union 

718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 22S R. I. Cocker 
of York 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 19SO 130 D. A. Hodge 
Scottish Society 

St., Yarraville, Victoria 
Australia 3013 

Andrew Hounam, 23 Middl~ 
thorpe Grove, York Y02 
2JW 

Miss E. R. Dick, 6 Burwood 
a., Goldlay Ave., Chelms
ford, Essex 
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Johnnie Walker 
Born 1820- still going strong 
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No. Name Inst. Fed. 

720 Retford and Dist. Cal. 1949 1950 
Society 

721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 
Club 

723 Strathpeffer Bums Club 1920 1950 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 1950 1951 

121 The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 
of Denmark 

730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 

733 Aberdeen Burns Study 195J J974 
Circle 

740 Thomtree Mystic Burns 1949 1952 
Club 

743 The Romford Scottish 1931 1952 
Association 

144 Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 
Society 

745 Northumberland and 1924 1952 
Durham Cal. Society 

746 Grimsby and Dist. Cal. 1906 1952 
Society 

748 Ouplaymuir Bums Club 1936 1953 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew 1938 1953 
Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and 1951 1953 
Dist. Scottish Society 

159 Sunderland and Dist. 1950 J953 
Caledonian Society 

Mem-
bers Presiden 

JOO Mrs. T. Farrelly 

54 Mrs. Lusan M. 
Hosking 

90 John McLintock, 
M.A., LL.B. 

76 John Reid 

66 Tom Graham 

295 H. Barclay 

60 Gordon S. Henry 

J5 David Duncan 

64 W.N. 
Colquhoun 

112 J.E. Chitty 

182 Mrs.A. F. M. 
Clark 

380 H. McGeechan 

114 Mrs. H. 
MacGuire 

32 William Fisher 

132 George Lister 

87 S. Forsyth 

63 Don McL. Nicol 

Secretary 

Mrs. D. I. Walker, The Coad 
House, Main St. Weston, 
Newark, Notts NG23 6SY 

Joseph B. Main, 42 Clinton 
Ave., Lipson, Plymouth PV 
7DA 

M. McKenzie, Francis Ville 
Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 
IV149AX 

Roy Ramage, J 5 Glenwinne 
Road, Alva, Clacks. FKl2 
5NX 

Mrs. Stella M. Brown, JO 
Elgar Rd., Burwood, Vic· 
toria, 3125, Australia 

Per Bergenholz, Valbygaards
vej 7, 2500 Valby, Denmark 

John C. Mcintyre, West 
Drununoddie, Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownshire 

R.H. Watson, 6 Derbeth 
Cres., Aberdeen AB2 6LH 

W. Muir, 101 High Street, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian 
EH32 9AD 

W. B. Wallace, 48 Melstock 
Ave., Upminster, Essex 

W. J. B. Goodall, I Officials 
Terr., Malton, Lanchester, 
Durham DH7 OTH 

A. M. Frood, 16 Berkeley Sq., 
Gosforth, Newcastle-upon
Tyne NE3 2JB 

Mrs. J. Littlejohn, 38 Hum
berston Ave., Humberston, 
Grimsby 

J. A. M. Inglis, M.A., LLB., 
Crioch, Uplawmoor, Glas
gow G78 4AB 

Mrs. H. A. Simpson, 18 
Copperfield Lane, Kendal, 
Cumbria LA9 6HD 

H. Robert, 30 Countess Cres., 
Blackpool FY2 9LQ 

Mrs. L. A. Nicol, 49 Hipsburn 
Dr., Sunderland, Tyne-Wear 
SR3 JTY 
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The 
Robert Burns Plate 

Wedgwood are proud to be associated with the immortal memory of Robert Burns 
by issuing a plate {tow diameter) in their famous Q!ieen's Ware. Decorated in rich 
colours, the plate bears a central portrait of the poet surrounded by a wreath of 
thistles. The finely drawn border features Scottish musical instruments, manu
scripts, a mounted stag's head with the cross of St Andrew, and scenes associated 
with the poet. The backstamp includes lines from the famous song composed hy 
Robert Burns in 1794 'O my Luve's like a red, red rose'. 

The British retail price of the Robert Burns Plate (inclusive of VAT) is £11.65. 
The plate is boxed and accompanied by a descriptive colour folder. 
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For details of nearest stockist write to: 

Wedgwood® 
Josiah Wedgwood & Sons Limited 

Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, ST12 9ES 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 120 Jas. B. Campbell Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates 
Lane, Wrenthorpe, Wake-
field WF2 ONY 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 120 Duncan McLean John Combe, 100 Carden 
Beggars Burns Club Castle Park, Cardenden, Fife 

KY5 OEB 
769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 60 John Russell William M. Dawson, 9 Main 

Club St., Clackmannan FKIO 
772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 60 J. Milliken Peter Hynd, 'Corrie,' 50 Ayr 

Road, Prestwick KA9 lRR 
773 Cwnnock Cronies Burns 1910 1954 45 John McCreadie S. Fitzsimmons, 15 Hearth 

Club Road, Cwnnock 
777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 80 A. McNaughton N. V. Smith, 47 Winchester 

Scottish Society Dr., Burbage, Leicester 
780 Isle of Man Cal. Soc. 1920 1955 250 Mrs. Jean Bisset Mrs. F. Wilson, Bridge Inn, 

North Quay, Douglas, Isle 
of Man 

784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 135 Jas. McFarlane Robert Donaldson. 2 Abbot-
seat Road, Kelso TD5 7SL 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. 1946 1955 70 R. I. Lithgow Mrs. D. Doyle, 21 Wade Hill, 
Society Highworth, Swindon, Wilts. 

796 Gateshead and Dist. St. 1955 1956 40 Mrs. J. L. Dawson Mrs. H. Jamieson, 13 North-
Andrew's Society field Road, Gosforth, New-

castle-upon-Tyne NE3 3UL 
803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 65 Hugh Docherty James Ewan, 39 Kirk burn Dr., 

Club Cardenden, Fife KY5 OJF 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. 1956 1957 85 Sam Brown F. Hiorns, 15 Maple Ave., 

Society Hardwick Road, Pontefract 
WFS 3QN 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 24 Norman Sheddon Mrs. Helen Waddell, 58 
Bums Club Allershaw Tower, Wishaw, 

Lanarkshire ML2 OLP 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club, 1957 1973 37 J. Archibald Thos. D. Campbell, 76 Dyfrig 

Shotts Henderson St. Shotts, Lanarkshire 
ML74DQ 

811 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 60 William Stewart Walter Hall, 5 Paterson Ave. 
Logan, Curnnock, Ayrshire 
KA18 3HR 

812 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 120 D. B. Anderson I. D. Mciver, 113 Whitby Rd., 
Bradford Bradford 8 

813 Tranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 46 Robert Forbes Alexander McNeill, 36 Muir-
park Rd., Tranent, East 
Lothian EH33 lAT 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 40 William McK. Ewen C. Mair, Briardale, 
Burns Club Barrowman Haugh Road, Dalbeattie, 

Kirkcudbrightshire 
DG54AR 

821 Ayr Masonic Burns Club 1919 1958 35 George G. Smith James McLiesh, Barngore 
Farm, Coylton, by Ayr 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 75 Mrs.S. Mrs. J. M. J. Walke1, 9 
Society Skelthorne Hathersage Walk, Oak Tree 

Lane, Mansfield, Notts 
NG1830X 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Burns Association who manage 
the Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the 
upkeep of the ten houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting_ 
are adding to their costs and they ask you to keep this fact in mind. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to· 

Scott I. Galt, LL.B., Secretary and Treasurer, 
25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow Gl2 4PQ 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 
and West Perthshire 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 19S9 19S9 
Burns Club, Edinburgh 

831 Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 
Club 

834 St Andrew's Society 1960 19S9 
(Altrincham, Sale and 
District) 

839 Coldstream 1888 1961 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 19SS 1961 
Montreal, Canada 

842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns 1932 1961 
Club, Hamilton, Ont., 
Canada 

845 Tam o' $banter, l9S91961 
Coventry 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns 1961 1977 
Club 

8Sl Auckland Burns Assoc. 19S9 1962 

854 North-East Midlands 19S6 1962 
Assoc. of Scottish 
Societies 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 1960 1963 
Irvine 

860 Soutbland Burns Club, 1962 1963 
New Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 1948 1963 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 1960 1963 
Asiociation 

864 Burnie Burns Club 
Tasmania ' 

1962 1970 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1963 
Oub 

866 Heanor anJ Dist. Cal. 19SS 1963 
Society 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. of 1962 1964 
Massachusetts 

Mem-
hers President 

30 J.M. Nicol 
Clubs 

30 Mary Aytoun, 
M.B.E. 

32 J.E. Craik 

186 Mrs. Margaret 
Gillespie 

126 J. M. Davidson, 
B.Sc. 

160 James Murray 

68 Andrew Keith 

2000 George Mudie 

100 George Brogan, 
R.W.M. 

36 F.T. Hogsden 

8 Gordon Pratt 
Socs. 

137 Dr. Montgomery 

so G. M. McLennan 

60 Mrs. M. Eminson 

lSO E. A. Gass 

40 F.D.J. Taylor 

32 William Young 

S6 Hugh C. Laing 

174 Mrs. Dora Garner 

Secretary 

Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park 
Terr., Tullibody FKlO 2QA 

Miss Mary Aytoun, M.B.E. 
31 Willowbrae Avenue, 
Edinburgh 

Ian Rennie, Police Station, 
Lochgoilhead, Argyll PA24 

R. Allen, 14 Greenhill Road, 
Timpcrley, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WAIS 7BQ 

William Jackson, Homestead, 
Hirsel, Coldstream, Berwick
shire TD12 4LW 

Richard Jewkes, 7215 Boyer 
St., Montleal, Quebec, 
Canada, H2R 2R6 

Miss Jessie Brooks, 19 Fraser 
Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada L8H 4G6 

Jas. McCaw, Tam o. Shanter 
Club, Hert ford Pl., Coventry, 
Warwickshire CVl 3JZ 
Alex. B. Mciver, P.M., 
Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 
Douglas McCall, 20 Tawa 
Rd., Teatalu, Auckland 8, 
New Zealand 

Miss Doris V. Chambers, 
Saxilby Rd., Skellingthorpe 

Lincoln LN6 OTZ 
S. Robertson, Eglinton Arms 
Hotel, High Street, Irvine 

G. M. McLennan, PO Box 
1236, lnvercargill, New 
Zealand 

Mrs. E. Clarkson, 4 Dene 
Close, Waterloo Lane, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln 

LN60SU 
C. B. Grant, Glebe Farm, 
Swinhopc, Binbrook, Lines. 

Mrs. Eris Tunbridge. 143 
David St., East Devonport, 
Tasmania, Australia 7310 

J. T. Grahamslaw, 8 The Brae 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 

Mrs. D. Handbury, 18 Crom
ford Road, Ripley, Derby
shire DES 3FP 

Miss Margaret Laird, 189 
Forest Street, Arlington, 
Massachussetts 02174, 
U.S.A. 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns. '-Glasgow Herald. 

The National Burns Memorial and 
Cottage Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 
Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Poet Burns. 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the 
heart of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, 

carefully selected from all quarters. The Cott<:gers pay neither 
rent nor taxes, and in addition. receive an annual allowance. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, 
their own furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, 
and have their own friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers 
to continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' 
in ideal surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose, 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:-

A. J. Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 GTE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 



Mtm-
No. Name Inst. Ftd. btrs President S«rttary 

872 East Midland's Assoc. of 1949 1964 8 George Large J. R. Steele, 11 Ruskin Ave., 
Scottish Socs. Socs. Wellingborough, Northants. 

874 The Masonic Club Burns 1963 1964 27 Chieftain Jim W. Burns-Peat, 10 Kingsclere 
Club, Melbourne Watson St., Vermont, Melbourne 

3133, Australia 
876 Tullibody Working 1964 1965 50 Andrew Dewar Wm. Porteous (Snr.), 10 Firs 

Men's Bums Club Road, Tullibody, Clackman-
nanshire FK10 2TH 

878 Worksop Bums and Cal. 1965 1965 ISO Robert Wilson T. H. English, 166 Raymoth 
Club Lane, Worksop, Notts. 

S81 7DY 
880 Otley and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1960 1965 140 Mrs.Jean G. Mrs. M. Exley, 42 Greenacre 

Todd Park, Rawdon, Leeds 
LS196AR 

881 Rugcley and Dist. Burns 1966 1966 50 R. Cochrane P. Arkell, S Maddon Cloae, 
Club Brereton, Rugcley, Staffs. 

WSlS lBQ 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 1000 Jack McGregor Bernie Matthews, P.O Box 69, 

and Bums Club Kingston, Canberra A.C.T. 
2064, Australia 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1967 35 John Arnold Angus McLarty, 5 Vicarage 
Caledonian Society Lane, Beckingham, Nr. Don-

caster, S. Yorks DNlO 4PN 

888 Vancouver Burns Club G. Smith, 3081 East lst Ave., 
Vancouver, B.C. JSM JB3, 
Canada 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' 1959 1967 25 H. Lennox Ian Hutchison, 60 Donaldson 
Bums Club St., Burnbank, Hamilton, 

Lanarkshire ML3 ONS 
890 The Wollongong Burns 1966 1967 32 Jim Frame L. M. Chimside, 5/1 Myuna 

Society Way, Mangerton Wollon-
gong, N.S.W ., Australia 2500 

892 Ayrshire Metal Products 1966 1968 40 John Miller John Taylor, 30 Ford Ave., 
Bums Club Dreghorn, Irvine, Ayrshire 

KA114BW 
893 North Bay Burns Club, 1968 1967 52 Mrs. Anne Coyne Mrs. Frances Woodbury, 889 

Ontario Beattie St., North Bay, 
Ontario, Canada PlB 3Sl 

894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 1967 1968 60 W. A. Riddell Jack Rankine, 21 Beverley 
Society Rd., South Cave, Brough, 

North Humberside 
895 Westerton Arms Bums 1968 1968 40 J.M. Johnston Thomas Heggie, 20 Strath-

Club allan Road, Bridge of Allan, 
Stirlingshire FK9 4BS 

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 1957 1968 40 Gordon J. Bowie John T. Kidd, PO Box 647, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
W.A. 

897 Glenbervie Burns 1947 1969 20 Chas. C. Easton, R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth 
Memorials Assoc. F.S.A.(Scot.) Cres., Mastrick, Aberdeen 

AB26LH 

898 Peterlee and Dist. Cal. 1954 1969 20 Mrs.Alma Mrs. A. Rogers, SO Wester-
Society Walton morland Rise, Peterlee, Co. 

Durham SR8 2EW 
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Mem-
No. NtllM llUI. Fed. hers President Secret11ry 

900 Irvine Valley Bums Club 1968 1970 33 William Morrison Mn. Helen P. R. McMillan, S 
Mill Crcs., Newmilns, Ayr-
shire KA16 9BB 

901 Cramlington Bums Club 1970 1970 30 Leslie Miller Peter Currie, 13 Melling Rd., 
Cramlington, Northumbcr-
land 

902 Newmarket Bums Club 19S9 1970 4S Wm. Muirhead Alex. Corbett, 2S Manor St., 
Falkirk FKI INH 

905 Keighley and Dist. Cal. 1971 1971 97 Bill Robertson Mn. Doreen Hawkins, 4 
Society Halsteads Way, Steeton, 

Keighley, W. Yorks 
907 Stonehouse Bums Club 1971 1971 40 Hugh Murray George Mcinnes, 100 Cam-

nethan St., Stonehouse, 
Lanarkshire ML9 3NE 

908 'Brithers Be' Bums Club 1971 1971 30 Mrs. N. Mabon Mrs. Jessie Fulton, 14 Mauch-
line Rd., Hurlford, Kil-
marnock KAI SAD 

909 Richmond (Y orlcs.) Cal. 1964 1972 96 P. Halsey Mn. Brenda Graham, 33 
Society Ronaldshay Dr., Richmond, 

N. Yorks DLIO SBN 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 John Broadfoot George Simpson, 13 Weaver 

Row, St. Ninians, Stirling 
914 Ipswich and West More- 1903 1972 21 A. M. W. Keddie Mrs. Ann Keddie, 76 

ton Cal. Soc. and Burns Diamond St., River View, 
Club Ipswich 4304, Queensland, 

Australia 
91S Canterbury Burns Club 1971 1972 120 P. W. Vinnell Mrs. Wyn Kennedy, 398 

(Inc) Gloucester St., Christchurch 
1, New Zealand 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Bums 1964 1972 1S Bill Moonie Eustace Senior, 21 Corberry 
Club Avenue, Dumfries DG27QH 

917 Scottish Presidents' 19S8 1972 9S Russell W. Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, IS2 
Assoc. Taylor Lea Road, Gainsborough, 

LincsDN21 IAN 
918 Dover and East Kent 1887 1973 181 Mrs. Dorothy Major James MacFarlane, 

Scottish Society MacFarlane M.C. (Retd.), 169 Elms Vale 
Road, Dover, Kent CT17 
9PW 

919 Orange and District 1944 1973 140 J. Heron R. J. Davidson, SS Molong 
Scottish Assoc. Road, Orange, N.S.W., 

Australia 2800 
920 Trysting Thom Burns 1971 1973 so James Cowan John Prott, 8 Hannahston 

Club Ave., Drongan, Aynhire 

921 Northern Scottish 1972 1973 36 William R. Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's 
Counties Assoc. of Murray, M.A. Place, Aberdeen ABI 2HL 
Bums Clubs 

922 The Clumbcr Burns Club 1973 1973 9 George Irvine L. Jeavons, 36 Brunswick Rd., 
Broom Valley, Rotherham, 
S. Yorks S60 2RH 

923 Old Manor Burns Club, 1969 1973 so A. G. Gourlay James Boyle, 28 Cawder Rd., 
Bridge of Allan Bridge of Allan, Stirlingshire 
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'~Id.Ayr, wham 
ne'er a town 
surpasses ... " 

This 1s Burns' country - rich 
in memory of the famous poet's past. 

Visit Burns cottage, the Auld 
Haunted Kirk and Auld Brig o' Doon; 
Burns' monument and the 
Land o' Burns Centre with its 
permanent exhibition, films, information, 
craft shop and beautifully landscaped 
gardens. 

For full colour Guide to the District, 
send 15p postal order to: 
Dept8C2 
Tourist Information Centre, 
30 Miller Road, 
Ayr 
Tel. 0292 68077 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries I939 I973 58 Ian A. B. Welsh, 38 Ashfield Drive, 
Branch) Burns Club McClumpha Lochside, Dumfries 

925 Laurieston Burns Club I970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter, 'Cromdale,' 66 
Redding Rd., Laurieston, 
Falkirk FK2 9JU 

926 Rosamond Burns Club, 1973 1974 87 Mrs. G. Hardisty Mrs. Hilda Faulder, Oak 
Gretna Green Bank, Longtown, Carlisle, 

Cumbria CA6 5NA 
927 The Tarbolton Club 1967 1974 16 W. B. Gibson Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer 

Edmonton Cres., St. Albert, Alberta, 
Canada TSN 1 T8 

928 Leeds Scottish Highland 1974 1974 I6 Robert Pine Athol I. Farquharson, I64 
Society Shadwell Lane, Leeds LSI 7 

SAD 
929 Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' I974 I974 36 John Mackay Wm. Hamilton, 36 March-

Burns Club wood Cres., Bathgate, West 
Lothian EH48 IRA 

930 The Wheatsheaf Bums 1974 I974 70 K. McLeod T. Weir, 46 Bantaskine Drive, 
Club, Falkirk Falkirk, Stirlingshirc 

FKI5HS 
93I Beith Caledonia Burns 1974 1974 35 Harry Johnstone Jane G. Hannah, 84 Black-

Club lands Cresc., Kil winning, 
Ayrshire 

932 Corby Afton Bums Club 1974 I974 80 J. McKenzie George Holt, 42 Ibsen Walk, 
Danesholme, Corby, 
Northants. 

933 Busbiehill Burns Club 1974 I974 47 F. Todd Hugh W. Roberts, 8 Cannel 
Drive, Springside, Irvine 
KAll JAG 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 I975 I97 J. Fraser Anderson Mrs. M. S. Cunningham, c/o 
P.O. Box 210, Bahrain, 
Arabian Gulf 

935 Torbrex Inn Burns Club I975 1975 45 A. Taylor James Kinnear, 5 DonaldS<m 
Place, Cambusbarron, Stir-
ling FK7 4EN 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns Club I975 1975 66 Mrs. Mae Mrs. Rosalind Keyte, 8 Thom-
McEwan house Avenue, Irvine 

KA12 8PZ 
937 East Kilbride Burns Club 1973 1975 180 Ian A. Mrs. Catherine H. Murray, 

Mac Pherson East Kilbride Development 
Corpn., Atholl Houc;e, East 
Kilbride 

938 Milton Com. Centre 1975 I975 20 Frank McAdam John Campbell, 22 Mingulay 
Burns Club Cres., Glasgow G22 

939 Griffin Bums Club, I975 1975 I20 John McKay William Adair, 36 Woodlands 
Gartcosh Ave., Mount Ellen, Gartcosh, 

Glasgow G69 8BT 
940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. I948 I975 90 Gordon L. Gow Capt. Donald Macarthur, 

Society Garbhe~ 5 Westaway Dr., 
Hakin, lford Haven 

941 Robert Bums Club of 1975 1975 23 Thomas James Marshall, 3672 Kalmia 
San Diego McDowell St., San Diego, CA 92I04, 

U.S.A. 

213 



Grant Bros. (MEAT CANNERS> Ltd. 
RICHMOND BRIDGE, GALSTON KA4 BJU Tel: 0563 820401 

P.S. Available in 31b. catering cans too 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bus President Secretary 

942 Easthouses Miners Wei- 1973 197S 21 David Campbell Thomas N. ConJan, 12 
fare Burns Club Rowantree Rd., Mayfield, 

Dalkeith, Midlothian EH22 
SER 

943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 S1 Donald Grant Graham Harley, 4 Strathmore 
Avenue, Beverley High Rd., 
Hull HU6 7HJ, Hwnberside 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 so Wm. Williamson James Fisher, S New lnchin-
Paisley nan Road, Paisley, Renfrew-

shire 
94S Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 40 Mrs. Jenny Mrs. E. J. Medlen, 34 Thorpe 

Highland Society Haz.elden Lane, Almondbury, Hud-
dersfield, Yorkshire HDS 
8TA 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 20 Graham Jack Whyte, Calgary Burns 
Underwood Oub, c/o Brae Glen Ltd., 

10401 Braeside Drive, S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2W lBS 

947 John Caimey Burns 1976 1976 25 JohnCaimey Clare Brotherwood, 74 
Club Dalston Rd., Carlisle, 

Cumbria C42 SAY 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 197S 1976 1S George Tedford James Howie, SO Parkend 

Masonic Burns Club Rd., Saltcoats, Ayrshire 

949 Fir Park Club, Burns 1976 1976 24 J. F. Good A. Carbray, 78 Shields Drive, 
Section Motherwell MLl 2DX 

9SO Drumoyne Burns Club 1932 1976 21S Arthur Mrs. N. Cockie, 60 Noble St .. 
Loundar Fivedock, Sydney, N.s.w .. 

2046, Australia 
9S1 Birnbeck Burns Club, 197S 1976 107 Angus Wilson Stan Chivers, 33 Upper 

Weston-s-Mare Church Rd., Weston-s-Mare, 
Avon BS23 2DX 

9S2 Guildford and District 19S4 1976 118 Rt. Hon. Lord Mrs. Mary E. Gardner, 29 
Scottish Society Hamilton of Cranley Road, Guildford, 

Dalzell, M.C. Surrey GUI 2JE 
9S4 Newton Burns Club, 1963 1977 so William Paterson George Baird, 8 The Mount, 

Ayr Belmont, Ayr KA 7 3RT 

9S5 Gartwhinzean Burns 1968 1977 1S8 James King Henry S. Kinnaird, Middleton 
Club of Aldie, Fossoway, Kinross 

9S6 Nantwich and District 19S8 1977 106 J. Fyfe Mrs. G. F. Staples, 'Orcadia,' 
Scottish Society 8 Westfield Dr., Westaston, 

Crewe, Cheshire CW2 SES 
9S1 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 Mrs. I. Clayton Lynn McGargigle, lSS Beaver 

Pond Drive, Ottowa, Ont., 
Canada 

9S8 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 19TI 80 James I. Kenneth E. McCartney, 827 
271, Toledo, Ohio Crammond,Jr. Continental Blvd., Toledo, 

9S9 Bangkok St. Andrew Soc. 1977 22 Ian Fleming J. R.Lumsden, The Chartered 
Bank, P.O. Box 320, Bang-
kok, Thailand 
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Dean Castle 
Kilmarnock 

Former home of Robert Burns' friend, 
the Earl of Glencairn 

Open to general public Saturdays and Sundays 

May-September 
Weekdays 2-5 Saturday Sunday 10-5 

or to organised parties throughout the year 
admission free 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

960 St. Andrew Society of 1960 1977 110 Jock Cornelius George Livingstone, 13 
Hobart McGuinness Cres., Lenah 

Valley, Hobart, Tasmania, 
Australia 7008 

961 Larkhall Bums Club 1977 J. Smith, 28 Thistle Cres., 
Larkhall 

962 Caledonian Society of 1892 1977 180 Ste~art Gibson The Secretary, P.O. Box 971, 
Pretoria Pretoria, Republic of South 

Africa 
963 Cotgrave Bums Club 1977 1977 100 W. Ferns C. Thomas, S Flagholme, 

Cotgrave, Notts NG12 3PE 
964 The Gambia Caledonian 1954 1977 100 Miss Blyth Brown Mrs. Mavis Pyne, Medical 

Society Research Council, Labora-
tories, Fajark, Nr. Banjul, 
The Gambia 

96S Royal Caledonian Soc. 1977 Mrs. Dawn M. Hatty, 49 
of S. Australia Webb St., Henley Beach, S. 

Australia 5022 
966 Clan Rose Society of 1970 1977 142 Howard G. Welch H. Paul Scholte, 9702 Uni, 

America versity Blvd., Richmond 
Virginia, U.S.A. 23229 

967 Earlsferry Bums Club 197S 1977 30 John F. G. Walsh, Earlscross, Earls-
Robertson ferry, Elie, Fife 

968 Warrnambool and Dist. 1977 J. A. Wood, 14S Kepler St., 
Caledonian Society Warrnambool, Victoria, 

Austialia 3028 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 1977 Graham Watt, Ian M. Duthie, 5 Rathbom 

Society B.Sc. Gro., Salendine Nood, 
Huddersfield 

970 Dairy Bowling Club 1962 1977 so George A. Garrett John M. McNab, 45 Burn-
Burns Club house Ave., Dairy, Ayrshire 

971 North Berwick Bums 1899 1978 130 Alex. Morrison Marion M. Dodd, 3 Bramer-
Club Stephenson ton Court, North Berwick 

EH39 4BE 
972 Don Valley Caledonian 1971 1978 90 D. Reid Mrs. M Tait, 81 Chequer 

Society Rd., Doncaster DNl 2AN 
973 Salsburgh Miners Burns 1978 1978 30 Henry Leckie Robert Gardner, SS Carvale 

Club Ave., Salsburgh, Shotts 
ML74NQ 

974 Elliot Lake Bums Club 1978 1978 62 John G. Chalmers John Kay, 116 Dieppe Ave., 
Elliot Lake, Ont., Canada 

975 ·Scots Burns Club of 1978 1978 12 David A. Gauld G. Findlay, 267 Shepperton 
West Australia Rd., East Victoria Park, 6101 

W. Australia 
976 Hopetoun Laddies Burns 1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry C. Young, 45 George Cres., 

Club Ormiston, East Lothian 
977 Whyalla St. Andrew 1974 1978 100 Tom McSeveny T. McKechnie, 4 Nelson St., 

Society Whyalla Stuart, 5608 s. 
Australia 

978 Bums Appreciation Colin McKechnie, 5111 
Society of Dickeyville Witheredsville Rd., Balti-

more, Maryland 21207, 
U.S.A. 
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SPECIALISE 
ON BURNS 

The specialists name for beer 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 53 W. Collins W. Alexander,! Bingham 
Willies' Burns Club Place, Edinburgh EHlS 3JD 

980 Niagara Falls Burns Club 1926 1979 26 Gerald Crines Elizabeth Freeman, 40 Old 
Orchard, Williamsville, New 
York, U.S.A. 14221 

981 Berkshire Burns Club, 1978 1979 50 Joan McC. Heydon A. Moore, 154 Vining 
Massachusetts Shoreman Hill Rd., Southwick, Mass., 

U.S.A. 01077 
982 Gamock Burns Club 1868 1979 32 W. Johnston W. A. Law, 2A Ladysmith 

Road, Kilbirnie 
983 Montreal General Hos· 1961 1979 12 W. P. Duguid S. G. Macisaac, Department 

pital Burns Society of Urology, 1650 Cedar Ave .• 
Montreal H3G 1A4, Quebec, 
Canada 

984 MacQuarrie-Stewart 1979 1979 so Mrs. Ina Stewart Des Taylor, 17 Callistemon 
Burns Club Close, Epping, N.S.W., 

Australia 2121 
985 New Galloway Burns 1979 1979 G. Lindsay, Kenmure Cott., 

Masonic Club New Galloway. 
986 Robert Bums Society 1978 1979 235 James Dunbar Louis B. McCaslin, Jr., 466 

of Annapolis, Ltd. Mac Pherson Century Vista Dr., Arnold, 
Maryland, U.S.A. 21012 

987 Hull Scots Society of 1910 1979 169 J. G. Brown Mrs. C. D. H. Brown, 31 
St. Andrew Dunvegan Rd., Hull HU8 

9JD 
988 Darvel Bums Club 1959 1979 83 Alex Rankin .Andrew Kirk, 46 John 

Morton Cres., Darvel 
989 Holt Hill Burns Club 1979 Keith Cleary Mrs. F. Graham, 29 Carlaw 

Rd.. Prenton, Birkenhead, 

990 Auldgirth Burns Club 1972 1979 40 
Merseyside 

RichardWismach Alex Cranstoun, Smithtown, 
Kirkmahoe, Dumfries DG 1 
lTE 

991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 1967 1979 w. J. Docherty J. McDougall, 6 Sulman Rd., 
Cabramatta, N.S.W., Aus-
tralia 2166 

992 Marchbank Burns Club 1959 1980 45 Edward McCue John B. Fraser, 358 Lanark 
Road West, Currie, Edin-
burgh EH14 5RR 

99l Cambusbarron Social 1956 1980 1000 George Smart Mrs. Greta McAllister, 16 
Club Bruce Terrace, Cambus-

barron, Stirling 
994 Robert Burns Society of 1978 1980 54 Richard G. Mrs. E. Rowland, 5810 Lake-

the Midlands Strachan shore Drive, Columbia, S.C., 
Columbia U.S.A., 29206 

995 Drongan and District 1950 1980 70 David Hodge Hugh McK.irdy, 21 Cairnston 
Working Mens Burns Ave., Drongan, Ayrshire 
Club 

996 Lodge St. Andrew, 1771 1980 J. Cumisky R. Ghee, lnglewood, Moscow, 
Kilmarnock Ayrshire 

997 Caledonian Society of 1980 Edward Harrison Mrs. M. MacKellar, 43 Gros-
Holland (Lincolnshire) venor Road, Frampton, 

Lincolnshire 
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'The Bard' 
'Au dessus de toi 
Les hommesfont dresser une pierre tom bale. 
Le meilleur tombeau 'O'er tit« mm mu tht monumrntal stont. ------
Ce sont tes oeuvres seules. , Tht btst mtmoria/ art thy works a/ant. ' 

RECORDS Caithness, 

C'est avec beaucoup d' habilete que Shenstone evite toute critique, 
comme toute louange verbeuse et c'est cette pensee qui a enclenche le 
mechanisme que a finalement produit ce disque. 

How neatly Shenstone sidesteps lona~winded criticism or conaratulations, and it was this thou&ht that 
triaaered mechanism of which this record iS the end product. 

Pendant que l'enregistrement continuait on fit sortir l'orateur du studio 
et on indiqua d l'organiste les lignes index pour changer la musique au 
travers d'une porte vitree et au moyen d'un miroir-et celui-ci pouvait 
ainsi voir le joueur en chef de cornemuse. Mais on ne se servit d' aucun 
scenario ni d'aucune partition pendant la representation. 

Si I' ons' en tient au contenu et d la/aeon dont s' est presentee la seance, 
ce n 'est qu' son arrivee au studio que l'orateur afait entendre d ses am is ce 
qu' ii avait decide de dire. 

Regarding the content and manner of the pertonnance p-uition, it was 
not until arrival at the studio that the speoker let hia cronies hear whet he had 

decided to ..., . 
While niconling was in progress the -ker was removed from the studio, 

and index ~- for musical change were signelled through a glala door, via a 

mirror, to the organist who could - the pipe-mejor-but no script or musical 
score was used during the performance. 

'Mais les mots sont des choses; 
et une petite goutte d' encre 
qui tombe, comme la rosee 
sur une pensee. • 

'But--~-· Smalt drop of ink, 
Flllling liktt dew, upon • 
thought 

Produces 
Th•t which md•• 
thousands 

Pwhllps milions think.• 

Robert Forman 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. 
S43 Abbey Craig 
40 Aberdeen 

733 --Burns Study Circle 
20 Airdrie 

516 Airts Bums Club 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

2 Alexandria 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
252 Alloway 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 
393 Annan Ladies 
986 Annapolis 

82 Arbroath 
238 Atlanta 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
8Sl Auckland Bums Association 
990 Auldgirth 
S66 Australia, Scottish Society of 
275 Ayr 
811 Ayr Masonic 
192 Ayrshire Association 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
340 Balerno 
9S9 Bangkok 
439 Barnsley 
S93 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
363 Barrow 
929 Bathgate Jolly Beggars 
S34 Bedlington and Dmrict 
931 Beith Caledonia 

IS Belfast 
12S Ben Cleuch 
981 Berkshire, Mass. 
894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 
167 Birmingham 
9Sl Birnbeck 

9S Bolton 
476 Border Cities (Ontario) 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
663 Bournemouth 
803 Bowhill People's Club 
812 Bradford 
49 Bridgeton 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 
120 Bristol 
908 Brithers Be, Kilmamock 
356 Bumbanlc 
864 Burnie Bums Club, Tasmania 
417 Burnley 
112 Burns Howft' 
S91 Burns Society of the City of 

New York 

No. 
933 Busbiehill 
946 Calgary 
991 Cabra Vale 

4 Callander 
993 Cambusbarron 
387 Carnbuslang Mary Campboll 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
91S Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 

71 Carlisle 
S62 Castle Douglas 
36S Catrine 
719 Chelmsford 
462 Cheltenham 
S72 Chester Caledonian Association 
11 Chesterfield 

699 Choppington 
966 Clan Rose 
646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
630 Coalsnaughton 
839 Coldstrea.m 
994 Columbia 
606 Corby 
932 Corby Afton 
963 Cotgrave 
SS9 Coventry 
84S Coventry Tam o• Shantcr 
901 Cramlington 
S81 Cumbernauld 
S80 Cumbrac 
4S Cumnock 

n3 --Cronies 
62 Cupar 

818 Dalbeattie and District 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
3S Dairy 

970 Dairy Bowling 
1 S8 Darlington 
988 Darvel 
469 Denny Cross 

SS Derby 
701 Detroit 
978 Dickeyville 

37 Dollar 
8SO Dollar Masonic 
972 Don Valley 
SS6 Doncaster 
918 Dover and E. Kent 
99S Drongan 
950 Drwnoyne 

10 Dumbarton 
226 Dumfries 
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Aboune them a' 

ltlogerley' s 
(G. UTILE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 

/RV/NE BURNS CLUB 

Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 28A Eglinton 
Street, Irvine 

(Open Saturday afternoon and by arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil drawing 

of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock 

Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by Charles M. 

Hardie, A.R.S.A., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the Burns 

Mural and many other treasures. 

The Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum is now open and reveals a fascinating 

insight into the history of the Royal Burgh of Irvine. 

Enquiries to: 
William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 23 Norman Crescent, IRVINE 

Telephone: Irvine 74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 

Steward: David Smith (Telephone: Irvine 74511) 



No. No. 
437 Dumfries Ladies No. 1 492 Harrow 
S03 Dunblane 239 Ha wick 
14 Dundee 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 

6S9 --Burns Society 446 Herefordshire 
370 Dundonald Bums Club 960 Hobart 
69 Dunedin N.Z. 916 Hole i' the Wa' 
8S Dunfermline 989 Holt Hill 

744 Durham Caledonian Society 976 Hopetoun Laddies 
967 Earlsferry 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 
937 East Kilbride 969 Huddersfield 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 987 Hull 
942 Easthouses 943 Humberside 
22 Edinburgh SlO l.C.I. Grangemouth 

307 --Ayrshire Association 691 Inverness 
82S --Clarinda Ladies Bums 914 Ipswich and West Moreton 

Club 173 Irvine 
378 --District Association 8S9 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
S71 Edmonton 936 Irvine Lasses 
927 --Tarbolton 900 Irvine Valley 
149 Elgin 780 Isle of Man 
974 Elliot Lake 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 
217 Eskdale 96 Jedburgh 

s Ercildoune Burns Club 979 Jewel Welfare 
126 Falkirk 947 John Caimey 
6S1 Fallin Gothenberg 90S Keighley and District 
949 Fir Park Club 784 Kelso 
86S Foresters Arms Burns Club 377 Kilbirnie 

(Cambusbarron) 0 Kilmarnock 
S16 Fort Matilda 681 -----cronies 
403 Fraserburgh 996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 
887 Gainsborough and District 69S Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
187 Galashiels 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
SOl Galt 323 Kirkcudbright 
964 Gambia 693 --Masonic 
982 Gamock 94S Kirklees 
66S Gartmom Ladies S78 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
9SS Gartwhinzean 660 Langholm Ladies 
796 Gateshead and District 961 Larkhall 
169 Glasgow Association 92S Lauriston, B.C. 
263 --Masonic 661 Leamington and Warwick 
897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials S48 Leeds Caledonian Society 

Association 928 --Highland Society 
198 Gore bridge 461 Leicester 
430 Gourock 341 Leith 

S9 Gourock Jolly Beggars 861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 
116 Greenloaning 366 Liverpool 
21 Greenock 360 Lochee 

209 ---St. John's 831 Lochgoilhead Bums Club 
939 Griffin 811 Logangate, Cumnoclc 
746 Grimsby 1 London 
9S2 Guildford 510 --Clans Association 

33 Haggis S61 London (Ontario) 
152 Hamilton 984 McQuarrie-Stewart 
842 Hamilton, Ontario 934 Manama 
SSS Harrogate 822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 
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Burns' s Scotland 
ANDREW FERGUS 

Burns Country-the twin counties of Ayrshire and 
Dumfriesshire-has been written about in many books. But 
Burns's Scotland extended far beyond those narrow limits. In this 
peripatetic biography the reader is led from Burns's birthplace, 
along the banks of the Nith and the Doon, through the crowded 
closes of Edinburgh, up into the Highlands and back to Border 
coun.try ending at Burns's mausoleum in Dumfries. 

The main events of the poet's life are related to the contexts in 
which they happened and the most famous poems linked to the 
incidents which inspired them. 

Price £1 ·00 

Available from booksellers, or write direct to William Blackwood 
& Sons Ltd, 32 Thistle Street, Edinburgh EH2 I HA, adding 20p 
for postage and packing. 

' 

THE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 

~u~e;d ;;ck;;.~g~,s~;tf(;'(:~~LA;ii)'8LT'~~ 
17 WEST MAITLAND STREET, HAYMARKET. EDINBURGH 

EH12 SEA (Western continuation of Princes Street) 
Phone: 031-225 4008-9 24hr Answering Service 

Edcath(RJ 
Bagpipes. Kiits. Tarton Skirts. Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Bend Drums ond all Acce11oriea. Highland 
Dre11 for Day ond Evening WNr. Pipe Band Uniforms. Evening SHhae. Dance Pumps. Tartan Travel 
Rugs. Mohair Stoles and ScarvM. Clan Plaqu81. Knltw .. r. Tortan Hose. 
fHt Delivery- Price li8ta by Return. 
0 The Wandering Highlander' the fncinatlng autobiography of Hugh Mocphanon, 206 pages. 11 
picturea. 18 chapters. A must for •II Scots at home ond abroad, Canada. 1.60 dollars. USA. 7.50 dollars 
both i...,. oirpoat. Homa£2.301nc. p. & p. fln•idofR .. aatr:hinroKidMYD--.1 



No. No. 

992 Marchbank 721 Plymouth 
862 Market Rasen and District S3S Plymouth Calcdonian Society 

Scottish Association 808 Pontefract 
350 Markinch 688 Poosie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 
870 Massachusetts 212 Portobello 
310 Mauchline 772 Prestwick 
726 Melbourne 962 Pretoria 
874 Melbourne Masonic SSS Queen s Park Clarinda 
637 Millheugh 472 Renfrewshire Association 
938 Milton, Glasgow 720 Retford 
626 Moffat and District 909 Richmond (Yorks) 
841 Montreal Robert Burns Assoc. 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
983 Montreal General Hospital 743 Romford Scottish Association 
242 Montrose 926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 
494 Motherwell United Services 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik 4S4 Rotherham 
956 Nantwich 9 Royalty 
74 National Memorial 881 Rugcley and District 

SOO NewCumnock 642 Rutherglen 
985 New Galloway 834 St. Andrew's Society 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society (Altrincham, Sale and District) 
329 Newark 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
133 Newarthill 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
199 Ncwbattle 470 St. Giles, Elgin 
293 Newcraighall 220 St. Louis 
902 Newmarket 973 Salsburgh 
954 Newton, Ayr 948 Saltcoats 
980 Niagara 941 San Diego 
124 Ninety 68 Sandyford 
563 Norfolk 629 Sanquhar 
893 North Bay, Ontario 426 Sauchie 
971 North Berwick SSl Scarborough 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 314 Scottish (Edin.) 
745 Northumberland and Durham 917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 

Caledonian Society 924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 
854 North-East Midlands Assoc. 405 Sheffield 

of Scottish Societies 896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 589 Sol way 

17 Nottingham 965 South Australia 
777 Nuneaton 530 Southern Scottish Counties 
346 Oak bank 860 Southland B.C., New 7.eaJand 
923 Old Manor Burns Club so Stirling 
919 Orange and District 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
880 Otley and District Perth Association 
957 Ottawa 458 Stonehaven 
748 Ouplaymuir 907 Stonehouse 
48 Paisley 683 Stratford upon Avon 
72 Partick 889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 

940 Pembrokeshire 42 Strathearn 
26 Perth 723 Strathpcffer 

Sil Porth (West Australia) 89 Sunderland 
336 Peterhead 759 Sunderland and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. 444 Swansea 
284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 632 Symington 
453 --Ladies 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
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A. CARSON CLARK FRGS 
Scotia Maps- Mapsellers, 

173 Canongate, The Royal Mile, 
EDINBURGH EH8 8BN 

For fine quality antique maps of all 
parts of the world, buy from a 
specialist map dealer with a wide 
experience in both LONDON and 
EDINBURGH. A. Carson Clark has 
returned to running his own family 
business and he will be pleased to 
hear from beginner collectors and 
collectors of long experience, in
stitutions or libraries throughout the 
world. 

Catalogues issued 
Write to 

A. Carson Clark FRGS, 
72 Seaward Avenue, 

BOURNEMOUTHBH63SH 
Enquiries or appointment 
telephone 0202 424480 

or 031·556 4710 

When in Dumfries-we 
invite you to visit our 

Bookshop 

Blacklock Parries 
& Sons 

General and Specialist 
Booksellers 

18-26 Church Crescent 
and N ith Place 

DUMFRIES 

Tel. 4288/9 : 63721 
Telex 777530 

G. B. WILSON & SON 
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(LEATHERWORKERS) LTD 

DEERSKIN GOODS, 

LEATHER GOODS 

and HORNWARE 

handcrafted by skilled craftsmen in our 
Workshops at the 

OLD POST OFFICE, PITLOCHRV 
(Down the lane beside the 

pedestrian crossing) 

Tel. Pitlochry (0796) 2327 

RETAIL SHOP: 
128 ATHOLL ROAD. PITLOCHRV 

(Under the Arcade) 



No. 

810 Thirty Soven Bums Club 
7 Thistle (Glasgow) 

754 Thornton Cloveleys 
740 Thomtreo 
958 Toledo 
935 Torbrox, Stirling 
710 Toronto 
612 Torrance Masonic 
813 Tranont '25' 
274 Troon 
320 Troy 
920 Trysting Thom 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 
876 Tullibody Working Men's Club 
698 Turriff 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
888 Vancouver 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Society 
443 Victoria Burns Club 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 

No. 

763 Wakefield 
436 Walney Ladies 
296 Walsall 
968 Warmambool 
975 West Australia 
664 West Kilbride 
895 Westerton Arms 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew's 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
392 Whiffiet 
236 Whitehaven 
536 Whitham 
696 Whitley Bay and District 
730 Wigtown 
977 Whyalla 
197 Winnipeg 
890 Wollongong 
553 Wolverhampton 
878 Worksop Bums and Cal. Club 
718 York St. Andrew Society 
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Burns in Edinburgh, January, 1787- The historic painting of 1887 by Chas. M. Hardie. ARSA 

The original oil is the property of the Irvine Burns Club 

DINWIDDIE'S of DUMFRIES 
Offer a wide range of 

BURNS and SCOTTISH TABLE STATIONERY 

MENU CARDS 
assortment of designs including Burns in Edinburgh 

and Burns' Head in colour 

BURNS QUOTATION and SCOTTISH DESIGN 
PAPER NAPKINS 

Wide selection of 
ROBERT BURNS POEMS and SONGS 

(new and secondhand) 
Send for Price List Enquiries welcome 

DINWIDDIE'S 
PRINTERS PUBLISHERS BOOKSELLERS STATIONERS ETC. 

HIGH STREET DUMFRIES 
Establi~hed 1846 Telephone (0387) 5248 




