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PREF ACE. 

THE pressing applications for full sets and back numbers of the 

Chronicle, which are becoming more numerous every year, are 

substantial proofs of the position the Federation Annual has now 

achieved in Burns literature. 

We take this-opportunity of intimating that the majority of 

the numbers are out of print; and that particulars of the few still 

available may be had by applying to the Hon. Secretary of the 

Federation. --Last year the whole' issue was sold out by the end 

of January. 

We regret that the pressure on our space this year has 
- - - - -

necessitated the temporary withdrawal of "Notes and Queries,'' 

as well "as the retention of much interesting matter which can 

conveniently be held over. 
.. ,-'' 

We have again to thank ~11 ~ho ha~e- so generously assisted 
- - -

us in prepari~g the present issue', in •the hope that they will 

continue to favour us with the practi~ai support they have already 

extended to us, and which -t'.oes so much to -lighten our editorial 

labours. 

D. M'NAUGHT. 

BENRIG, KILMAURS, 

12th December, 1905. _ 



A SKETCH OF SCOTTISH LITERATURE 

FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES. 

CHAPTER III. 

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

I T was indicated in the preceding chapter that, by the 
influence of Thomas Reid, Scottish Philosophy was 

destined to develop along divergent paths, inasmuch as Corn 
mon Sense and Sceptical doctrines were made to recognise 
their respective limitations. Reid's lucid and keen analysis left 
no doubt in the minds of those who had the intellectual discern
ment to compare Common Sense with Hume's Scepticism. 
Even to those who had a less comprehensive discernment, it was 
not difficult to see which of the two leading . school men would 
evoke the widest sympathy. Reid's views had the advantage of 
being more in harmony· with orthodox opinion, which was 
safe-guarded by a strong, militant troop of theologians, whose 
views on the subject of religion were "without variableness or 
shadow of turning." One of Reid's most able partisans was 

George Campbell, 1719-1796, who was also 
George Campbell, one of the original members of the Aberdeen 

1719-1796. . . 
Philosophical Society, which was founded by 

Reid for the discussion of scientific as well as philosophical 
topics. The Philosophy of Mind, however, was one of the 
favourite themes in which the doctrines of the founder of the 
Society were usually supported rather than those of Hume, 
though the doctrines of the latter were examined and referred 
to in a generous spirit, and with the utmost goodwill. Reid's 
principaladvocates in the Philosophical Society were Campbell, 
G~r:ird, and Gregory. In a letter to Hume! written in,1763, Reid 

·I 
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conveys the compliments of the three gentlemen alluded to, 
adding - "Your company would, although we are all good 

Christians, be more acceptable than that of St. Athanasius ; and 

since we cannot have you on the bench, you are brought_ oftener 
than any other man to the bar accused and defended with great 
zeal, but without bitterness." Campbell, the most prolific con
tributor of the three to the Philosophical Society, wrote a number 
of papers which were subsequently incorporated in his Philosophy 
of Rhetoric. The popularity of this work gave him a wide 
reputation, and, perhaps, the credit for a philosophical depth he 
was scarcely entitled to, for in it he only dealt with the problems 
of philosophy in an incidental, rather than in a direct and exhaustive 
fashion. George Campbell was· the son of a clergyman, and was 

born in Aberdeen, December 25th, 1719. He was first intended 
for the legal profession, but as he grew older and was more 
actuated by his own inclinations, he showed a strong desire to 

entt-r the clerical profession, and after attending for a time the 
theological lectures in Edinburgh, he successfully passed through 

the Aberdeen Divinity Hall. In 1748 he was ordained minister 
of Banchory Teman, and nine years later he became one of the 
ministers of Aberdeen, which proved a favourable turn of events, 
being the means of placing him in surroundings congenial to his 

studious disposition. After eleven years of diligent application, 

in the course of which he was enabled to carry out the plans of 
his study commenced in the Divinity Hall, he was made Principal 
of Marischal College, and rapidly became popular. One of the 

chief reasons why he was elected to this position was no doubt 
the publication of his Dissertation on ·Miracles, in reply to Hume, 
which was regarded in his own day as the most finished and 

faultless of his productions. It is most likely, however, that any 
writer of this period who could break a lance with Hume was 
certain of popularity, and it is not surprising to find that after the 

Dissertation, Dr: Campbell was esteemed as one of the first 
metaphysicians of the age. To carry malignity and bitterness 

into such controversies was exceedingly common. This is 

inferred by Laird Ramsay of Ochtertyre, who could speak from 
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personal knowledge of the social and religious sentiment of the 
times. In speaking of Dr Campbell's Dissertation, he says :

" And what seems strange, his book gave little offence to Mr 
Hume and his partisam." The Dissertation on Miracles was 
published in 1763, and in 1771 the author was elected Professor 
of Divinity in Marischal College. To speak of thP. work in 
general terms, it may be said to be more ingenious than 
philooophical, and it is written in a lucid and dignified style. 
Briefly, Hume had laid it down as an axiom that testimony, to 
establish its validity, should be founded on experience; for 
without experience no testimony is sufficient to prove a miracle. 
As a counterpoise, Campbell urged that, in the first place, "testi
mony has a natural and original influence on belief, antecedent 
to experience, and from the dignity of the end to be attained, 

there is a peculiar presumption that miracles have heen wrought 
in support of religion." He further contends that the miracles 
on which the belief in Christianity is founded are sufficiently 
attested, and by implication tries to show that no such claim can 

be established for other alleged miracles which are but spurious 
counterfeits. The work by which Campbell is best known to a 

later generation, however, is his Philosophy of Rhetoric, and which 
will still be found interesting and instructive. It contains a great 
deal of sound criticism, and numerous references to first principles 
which enhanced its value to men of his day who were of a scientific 
turn of mind, and who had not access to more elaborate treatises. 
In the first book he claimed that " all the ends of speaking are 

reducible to four-every speech being intended to enlighten the 
understanding, to please the imagination, to move the passions, 
or to influence the will." Campbell's other works comprised a 
translation of the Four Gospels, with preliminary dissertations, 
and Lectures on Ecclesiastical His!oty, which must have cost him 
great labour and thought; but it is said to have fallen far short of 

the expectations which had been formed of it. Although his 
disputations were admired for their ingenuity and skill, his verbJl 
criticisms on the original were severely censured, because they 
showed a superficial knowledge of Greek, which scarcely entitled 
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him to dogmatise on the niceties of the language. In his philoso
phical attitude, Campbell was a true disciple of the Scottish 
school, though compared with Reid, whom he closely followed, 
he assigned a more limited meaning to Common Sense without 
contributing much of an original character. One of his favourite 
ideas was to connect the principles of rhetoric with psychology, 
and in his remarks on probable reasoning, he led the way to many 

of the subsequent reflections of Dugald Stewart and John Stuart 
Mill, which can be substantiated by a comparison with what Mill 
claims for the syllogism. While Scottish philosophy was not 
greatly expanded, Dr Campbell, by his handling of first principles 
in an incidental way in his Philosophy of Rhetoric, already referred 
to, prevented it from functioning in too narrow a sphere; but 
in the hands of Dr Oswald, the theory of Common Sense 
degenerated into a series of dogmatic statements which were 
ultimately destined to thwart the end he had in view. Dr James 

Oswald, minister of Methven, in 1766 pub
James Oswald. 

lished the first volume of An Appeal to 
Common Sense z"n behalf of Religion, and a second volume in 
1772. Notwithstanding the labour the author bestowed upon 
these volumes, they are of little or no import~nce in a progressive 
sense, but rather had the effect of putting back the hands of the 
clock of progressive philosophy for many years. In the most 
decisive manner he rejected the empiricism of Locke, obviously 
because in the hands of Hume it was capable of development in 
the domain of scepticism and negation ; he did not appear to 
recognise that any system was liable to exaggeration, and by over
statement might be carried too far in a given. direction. The 
golden mean so dear to the philosophical Greek did not appeal to 
the Scottish controversialist of the eighteenth century; hi~ chief 
desire was rather supremacy for the individual views held. It is 
obvious that even Common Sense, if developed within the limits 
Oswald prescribed for it, was capable of being divorced from its 
former rationalia, and thus carried to unphilosophical conclusions. 
One like Oswald, who had few, if any, doubts as to the existence 
of a personal Deity, or the logos which had grown round Deity, as 



it was popularly conceived, might arrogate to himself that if certain 
beliefs were labelled the truths of Common Sense, there should 
be an end of all controversy with regard to them. This cannot 
be so, however, unless the mental life of that community has 
reached the dangerous condition of crystallisation which, as 
Tennyson says, " becomes inoul<ly, and we breed the past over 
again." 

In Ja mes Beattie we have a writer whose attitude to Hume 
was so much akin to that of Oswald that they are frequently put 

in the same category amongst the Scottish 
schoolmen. Beattie, the abler of the two, 

James Beattie, 
1735-1803. 

carried the war il)to the antagonist's camp with 
a degree of acrimony which secured his reputation for the time 
being, but has marred it in the eyes of a more liberal-minded and 
judicious generation. Our author was born at Laurencekirk on 
the 25th of October, I 7 35, and was the son of a small farmer and 
shopkeeper who died when he was a boy of seven. Having 
passed through the parish school in a way which gave credit alike 
to the efficiency of his teacher and his own talents, he entered 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, where his education was aided by a 
small scholarship. In 17 53 he took his degree, and accepted the 
position of a parish schoolmaster at Fordoun, near his native 
place. While a youth at school he had earned the title of poet 
from his disposition for rhyming, but when in the capacity of 
schoolmaster at Fordoun he fully justified his claim to that of 
poet by his poetical contributions to the Scots Magazine, which 
secured him the friendship of Lord Gardenstone and the still 
more distinguished Lord Monboddo, both judges of the Court of 
Session. After occupying the position of schoolmaster at Fordoun 
for a few years, he became a teacher in the Grammar School at 
Aberdeen, and two years later was appointed Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Logic in Marischal College, through the influence 
of the Earl of Erroll, who took a great interest in all his work. 
Beattie studied philosophy at the University under Dr Gerard, 
and while he showed no special distinction in that branch of study 
at college, he only required to be thrown upon his own resources 

I 
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to show how efficiently he could discharge the duties of a 
professor. It could be no easy task to discharge the functions 
which had been so ably done by such eminent predecessors as 
Fordyce and Gerard, but Beattie appears to have fulfilled the 
sanguine expectations of his patron and friends. Efficient though 
he was in the office of a professor, his· fame could not have been 
other than local had he written nothing in poetry or prose. It 
was to his writings that Beattie was indebted for his celebrity
few authors of those times have been more censured or more 
applauded by his critics. In his own day his fame was due more 
especially to his prose writings, but in later times it was due more 
to his poetical works. He published in 1761 a volume of 
original poems, in which translations from Horace and other 
classical writers were included. This publication was more 
highly appreciated than his Judgment ef Pans, which was 
published four years later, but it never became a popular poem. 
The poet's personification of virtues under the semblance of 
three goddesses was rather too metaphysical to appeal to the 
general public. Beattie's Essay on Truth, on which his .Philoso
phical reputation depends, appeared in 1770, and speedily gained 
a popularity which has fallen to few books in the same space of 
time. In four years it passed through five editions, and was 

. much appreciated in England by the clergymen and the leading 
men of Oxford and Cambridge, who thought it an able counter
blast to what was termed the sophism and scepticism which were 
thought to be subverting the theological orthodoxy which was 
guarded with such zealous care by the professional classes. To 
give some idea of the immense popularity of the Essay on Truth 
when it first appeared, a contemporary writer in the Annual 
Register speaks of it as follows :-

"The author of the work before us has great merit in attack
ing this pernicious sophistry. He has gone to the bottom of his 
subject and vindicated the rights of the human understanding 
with such precision and sagacity, with 5Uch powers of reason and 
investigation as will do him honour, when the systems exposed 
will be remembered only in his refutation." The article from the 
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Annual Register from which this extract is taken is said to have 
been written by no less an authority than Edmund Burke, and is 
one amongst many instances to show the satisfaction with which 
the Essay on Truth was received. Nay more, it was due to this 
publication that the degree of Doctor of Civil Law was conferred 
on Beattie at Oxford, with much pomp and ceremony, and the 
King bestowed on its author a pension of £200 a year. In 
addition to this, Sir Joshua Reynolds painted Beattie with the 
volume under his arm, the Angel of Truth hovering above him 
with an expression of gratitude, holding a pair of scales in one 
hand, while the figures of Prejudice, Scepticism,.and Folly, two 
of which are to represent Voltaire and Hume, shrink from the 
sunbeams which are shed on the angel's breast. Amidst the 
chorus of praise and hero-worship, there was one dissenting voice, 
that of Oliver Goldsmith, who reproved Reynolds for degrading a 
genius like Voltaire before so mean a writer as Dr Beattie, pre
dicting at the same time that the famous essay would be forgotten 
in ten years. Though its lease of life was much longer than 
Goldsmith predicted for it, he has not wholly been a false 
prophet, for while Voltaire and Hume are still prominent figures 
in literature, Beattie's Essay on the Nature and Immutability of 
Truth is known only to the antiquarian few. Some six years 
after the Essay on Truth appeared, the author published a quarto 
edition, containing essays on Poetry and Music, Laughter, and 
Ludicrous Composition, and the Vitality of Classical Learning. 
Although Beattie was perhaps better able to express his thoughts 
and opinions in writing than his supporters and abettors, he did 
not see very much deeper. Alarmed by what he conceived the 
consequences of Hume's philosophy would be, he was induced to 
write the Essay on Truth in a tone and temper which did not 
always redound to his credit as a man or a controversialist. In 
common with others, especially Campbell and Oswald, and, 
in a less degree, Reid, he strangely misunderstood Hume's 
aim and object in philosophy. The primary object of Hume in 
pushing his scepticism to its utmost limits was with the view of 
establishing speculative philosophy on a firmer and more logical 
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basis than could hitherto b~ claimed for it, which was essential if 

philosophy was to exercise a permanent influence in the develop

ment of thought. Beattie's whole attitude to Hume's system 
appears to have been that he implicitly believed it to be a dogmatic 

system which men were asked to accept in the name of reason, 

and without the least equivocation. With so narrow and circum

scribed a mental outlook, it may explain, though it cannot justify 
Beattie in denouncing sceptics as liars, hypocrites, and criminals 
-a sweeping condemnation, which really embraced speculative 

philosophy from Descartes to Hume. To such invective Hume 
made no reply,, but sometimes referred to the author of the essays 

as "that bigotted, silly fellow Beattie." Notwithstanding the 
great distinction Beattie secured by his essay, it is now well nigh 
forgotten, and the. work by which he is now known is his poem of 
The Minstrel. The design of The il:finstnl was to trace the pro
gress of poetical genius, born in a rude age, from the earliest dawn 
of fancy and reason, down to the period when he is capable of 

fulfilling the functions of a minstrel. In remote times, as has 
already been indicated, and in accordance with the facts of 

history, the office of minstrel was not only a highly respectable 

one; but also a .. sacred one whose duty it was to become so 
efficient in music and poetry, that he could narrate .in an attractive 

fashion the exploits of the battlefield and sing the praise of heroes. 

Tlze Minstrel, the first part of which a1)peared 'in. 1771 and the 
second in 17 7 4,_ is written in Spenserian verse, and has been so 
skilfully manipulated by the author that it never becomes 
monotonous to the ear or tiresome to the mind. The spirit of 
the poem is well sustained from first to finish, though in reading 
it one never feels transported to sublime heights; it has been 

aptly compared with the Prelude which Wordsworth wrote thirty 
ye:irs afterward, but the Prelude is constructed on a higher plane, 

and is characterised by a deeper and more intense conception of 
Nature. In addition to this, The ;Jfinstrel is more conventional, 
and scarcely shows so profound a grasp of the spiritual and ethical 

problems which perplex the youthful imagination. Taken as a 

whole1 The Minstrel is no mean production ; it is full of local 
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colour; and might be designated a history of the poetic imagination 

nurtured amid the author's native scenery, with the spirit of Homer 

and Virgil for a background, and with a borrowed light from 

Spenser and Thomson to complete the picture. In addition to 

the works mentioned, Beattie wrote numerous essays on subjects 

such as "Dreaming," and his Elements of Moral Science, published 

in two volumes in q90 and r793 respectively, were little more 

than an abridgement of his lectures, which he had delivered in 
his capacity of Professor of Moral Philosophy and Logic. The 

closing years of Beattie's life were full of sadness and gloom ; his 

wife was separated from him by insanity, and the elder of his two 

sons, who was a young man of much promise, died at the age of 

twenty-two; the death of his second -son took place a few years 

after. Miserable and dejected, he exclaimed, "Now I have done 

with the world." In view of his success and early triumph, his 

career might be summed up in the following lines from his poem 

entitled "Retirement " :-

"For me no more the path invites 
Ambition loves to tread ; 
No more I climb those toilsome heights 
By guileful hope misled; 
Leaps my fond fluttering heart no more 
To Mirth's enlivening strain; 
For present pleasure soon is o'er, 
And all the past is vain." 

After the strenuous efforts of Campbell and Beattie to guide 

philosophy in a stereotyped course, it is not surprising that some 

author should speedily appear bearing aloft the banner of revolt, 

and such an one was James Burnet, afterwards 
Lord Monboddo, Lord Monboddo. Although in many respects 

1714-1799. 
a striking personality, he does not appear to 

have had a sufficient grasp of philosophy in a general sense to 

accomplish any permanent revolution in a particular sense. Even 

though his iqtellectual power had been equal to the ta5k, he had 

too many eccentricities to exercise the necessary influence. 

According to his view, the only hope of philosophy was to ignore 

the teaching_ of those who sought to bring in ta it new-fangled 
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notions, and were vainly striving after originality. Moreover, he 
contended that the great thinkers of antiquity were the only 
reliable guides, and those who had not drank deeply at the 
fountains of thought set flowing by Plato and Aristotle, were not 
worth listening to, and should be ruled out of court both in matter 
and in style. Ja mes Burnet was born in 1714, at the family seat 
of Monboddo, in Kincardineshire, and was first sent to the parish 
school, afterwards going to the University of Aberdeen. During 
the time he was at the University, he had the good fortune to 
have for his tutor, Dr Francis Skene, who subsequently became 
Professor. As Burnet had beeri at the parish school so he was 
at the University, a diligent student, with a reputation for 
independence and originality. While at the University, he 
showed great devotion to Greek Literature and philosophy, and 
it was the commencement of his life-long enthusiasm for the 
learning and wisdom of the ancients. After attending a Writer's 
Chambers at Edinburgh, he was sent to:Holland to study Civil 
Law and gain experience of the world. In order to provide 
young Burnet with an efficient education, his father sold part of 
his estate, though it had been in the family for generations. For 
this act of self-sacrifice young Burnet was grateful to the end of 
his days, and in his old age· he declared that the fruits of that 
education were more to him and made him happier than if his 
father had left him a dukedom with the greatest fortune. Soon 
after he was admitted to the Scottish Bar, he distinguished himself 
in the famous Douglas Cause, which was finally decided in the 
House of Lords in r77r. When other lawyers were staggered 
with the Hamilton proofs, he remained firm and inflexible in his 
opinion, which was fully justified by the subsequent dev~lopment 
of the case. The management of the Douglas Cause gave him an 
opportunity of exhibiting his legal powers, both in his own country 
and in Franc~, and was the means of his being raised to the bench 
in spite of powerful opposition. This opposition was not due to 
any want of faith m his abilities, but rather because he was uncon
ventional and eccentric, which he not only manifested in his 
dress and speech, but in his modes of thought. Before Charles 
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Darwin, he sounded the note of evolution, believing that all 
higher organisms had gone through a long evolutionary process 
from a less perfect to a more perfect state of existence.· Moreover, 
he firmly believed that men once had tails, and ran on all fours, 
maintaining that the erect position is acquired like speech, and 
acquired with difficulty. This thesis he strives to prove in his 
elaborate work, entitled Origin and Progress o.f Language, which 
gave rise to much ridicule and criticism, both in England and in 
Scotland. When Dr Samuel Johnson was on his journey to the 
the Highlands, he was the guest of Lord Monboddo, and though 
charmed and magnetised with his conversation, he ridiculed the 
idea of man's ape-like ancestory as urged by his host. "Most 
men,'' he said, "endeavoured to hide their tails, but Lord Mon
boddo is as vain of his as a squirrel." As a matter of fact, Lord 
Monboddo contended in and out of season that the habits of 
civilization were responsible for the physical degeneracy of the 
human race, and to check su.'.:h enervating influences, he subjected 
himself to severe discipline, such as riding on horseback in all 
weathers and exposing his naked body to the most biting winds. 
His pet aversion was effeminacy, and to protect his children 
against it, he imposed exercises on them beyond their strength ; 
and it is alleged that his son's life was shortened by exposure on 
horseback in the terrible frost of 1184. He also made his daughter 
take horseback exercises, irrespective of sunshine or storm. In
deed, one of the achievements of which he used frequently to 
boast was, that he and his daughter rode many miles one winter's 
day so cold and stormy, that when coming from Dalhousie Castle, 
they met but one traveller, who rode with his face to the horse's 
tail to avoid the biting wind and sleety blast. With all his 
eccentricities, he was a highly chivalrous individual, and he could 
defend his fanciful paradoxes with brilliant wit and great learning; 
in the literary circles of Edinburgh and London, he always .received 
a cordial welcome. The first volume of The Origin ef Languages, 
which has been already mentioned, was published in 1773, and 
subsequently completed in six volumes. The work shows great 
industry and learning, and, according to Laird Ramsay of Ochter· 

I 
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tyre, "would have been exceedingly well received in his own day, 

had it not been for the story of the men with the tails, which, he 

maintained, was too gross for monkish credulity to swallow." 

Great though this achievement was, it did not by any means 

exhaust his resources, for in 1779 appeared the first volume of 

his Ancient Metaphysics, which was also completed in six volumes 

following at intervals during the next twenty years, bringing his 

laborious career to a close. The greater portion of this work was 

inspired by the speculations of the Greek philosophers, whose 

writings he seems to have studied with care and attention, showing 

an erudition which could not be claimed by many authors in his 

day. Broadly speaking, he claims in this work "that man is a 

type of the whole system of the universe, and the order of Nature 

is such that there must necessarily be a progress from the vegetable 

to the animal, from the animal to the intellectual, not only in the 

individual but in the species." Our author further anticipated 

Darwin in his belief of the progress of the individual in the 

embryonic state, and after birth, contending for the idea that there 

should be progress in the species from the mere animal to the 

intellectual creature. This leads him to the supposition of a state 

of nature in which m~n was not only lower than the angels, "but 

a mere animal without clothing and without houses, walking 

on all fours [eating honey like a bear], not yet having acquired 

the use of speech." After the fashion of one who is enamoured 

of a theory, he brings to his support the most flimsy evidence, 

such as the human creature said to have been caught in the woods 

of Saxony, who ran on all fours with the bears.* In the whole 

course of his speculations, he held to the doctrine of Theism, 

which he endeavoured to substantiate by the assertion of inferior 

minds and human creatures with animal characteristics diffused 

through the universe. It is fair to observe, however, that Mon

boddo's devotion to ancient philosophy did not deter.him from 

observing the tendency of modern phiiosophy. On the lines of 

empiricism, Hume had demonstrated that· if logically adhered to, 

we can only 'know that one event precedes another, and the 

* See Ancient Metaphysics, 1779, Vol. III., 74. 
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empirical doctrine inevitably resolves causatioo into sequence. 
In opposition to this view, Monboddo adduces Aristotle's fourfold 
order of causes, which may be stated as follows :-The efficient 

cause, which Monboddo believed was mind; the material cause, 

which assumes different shapes, and is probably acted upon by 
mind, or the etficz:ent cause ; the form which must be incorporated 
with the matter to produce a given result, and the final cause or 
end for the sake of which the efficient cause acts. Briefly stated, 
however, Aristotle divides his four different kinds of causes thus-
material, motive, form, .and end. Nevertheless, the author of 
Ancient Metaphysics was not an out and out Aristotelian, but 
supported the Platonic doctrine of ideas as against Aristotle, and 

he further manifested a bias in favom of the Platonic doctrine of 
Reminiscence. Making all due allowance for the author's eccentric 
views and opinions, Ancient Metaphysics is in many respects a 
marvellous production, and shows how thoroughly he had fathomed 
the depths of the ancient schools of philosophy. Moreover, few, 

if any, of the Scottish schoolmen knew so well the points of differ
ence between ancient and modern philosophy as did Monboddo, 
which still makes his work a useful link between the two systems. 
If he sometimes assumed an air of superfority amongst his 
philosophical contemporaries, because their knowledge of ancient 
learning and wisdom were inferior to his, he was in accord with 
his countrymen on many points of philosophy. With them he 
was at one in his rejection of empiricism, and the sceptical 

conclusions to which it could be carried ; "he was a strenuous 
advocate of the dualism of mind and matter, and the supremacy 

of mind in the universe." However widely his contemporaries 
might have differed from him, or however widely subsequent 
philosophical thinkers may dissent ftom his fanciful and whimsical 
theories, no one can read his writings without being struck with 
his great force of intellect and the vastness of the industry 
employed in the production of the twelve volumes mentioned. 

In an uncommon degree, Monboddo was independent and 
original, and he put forward his speculations with a boldness 

unrivalled by any one in his own day with, perhaps, the single 
exception of David Hume. 

:,.1 
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All who are interested in the ballad literature of Scotland 

would probably be disappointed if some reference was not made 

Poetry. 
to" Johnnie Cope," the famous Jacobite ballad, 
though the output of the author is so small that 

he is only entitled to rank a long way down the list, even amongst 

minor poets. "Johnnie Cope" has been vastly popular in Scot
land ever since it was written, probably from the sprightliness of 

the tune, and the quiet, sarcastic humour conveyed in the words. 

The theme of the ballad is connected with the overthrow of Sir 

John Cope and the martial force of George II., by Prince Charles 

Edward at Prestonpans, in Haddingtonshire, on the 22nd of 

September, 1745. Sir John Cope, the King's General, allowed 
himself to be surprised and ignominiously defeated, with the result 
that he fled from the field panic-stricken. For this act of bad 

generalship, he was tried by court-martial; but was subsequently 

acquitted, probably owing to the difficulty of deciding whether he 
or his colleague, Colonel Gardiner, was most to 

Adam Skirving, blame. Adam Skirving, the author, was a 
1719-1803. 

wealthy farmer in Haddingtonshire, who com-
bined with rhyming, athletic exercises and field-sports, for which 

he was distinguished. Besides "Johnnie Cope," he wrote another 
piece on the same subject, entitled "Tranent Muir"; but it 

never had the same vogue as " Johnnie Cope," and is well-nigh 

forgotten. The author died at a ripe old age, and was buried in 
the Kirkyard of Athelstaneford, where his qualities are thus 
recorded on his tombstone:-

"In feature, in figure, agility, mind, 
And happy wit rarely surpassed ; 
With lofty, or low, could be plain or refined, 
Content, beaming bright to the last." 

At this juncture brief reference might also be made to Sir 
Gilbert Elliott, who belongs to a similar place among minor poets 

as Skirving, and is said to have suggested the 
·sir Gilbert Elliott ld . f ' o er version o the "Flowers o' the Forest" 

1722-1777. . 
Tytler, in his Essay on Edinburgh Amusements, 

infers that Sir Gilbert Elliot.t introduced the German flute into 
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Scotland about 1725, which he had learned to play in France. 
Either the date or the incident must be an error, as he could 
scarcely be an efficient flute-player when three years old. The 
authorship of three songs has been ascribed to Elliott, "My Apron 
Dearie," "Amynta,'' and one on Colonel Gardiner [who fell at 
Prestonpans ], which is one of the few songs of that period showing 
a sympathetic bias on the Hanoverian side. Sir Gilbert was 
educated for the bar, and sub~equently held several official 
appointments, amongst others that of Lord Justice Clerk. He 
died in France, and his son held the office of Governor-General 
of India, afterwards becoming Earl Minto. 

In William Wilkie, we have a poet of greater pretensions 
than the two previously mentioned, being designated the Scottish 

Homer by no less an authority than David 
William Wilkie, Hume, though it is open to question whether 

I72l·I772. 
he is deserving of any such a distinction. Per-

haps some allowance should be made for the pretentious claim of 
David Hume, as it was made in a fervid reply to a depreciatory 
notice, in the Critical Review, of Wilkie's first publication. 
William Wilkie was the son of a farmer in the parish of Dalmeny, 
in the county of Linlithgow, and was born on the 6th of October, 
1721. After receiving an ordinary school education, he was sent 
to the Edinburgh University at the age of fourteen; but before he 
had completed his" University course, his father died, leaving him 
in charge of the farm, and the protection of a mother and three 
sisters, which was no light responsibility for the young student. 
Fortunately, however, he was able to attend to the farm and 
continue his studies till he was duly qualified as a minister in the 
Church of Scotland, which was his great ambition. "Learning and 
literary talent, in his time, was chiefly to be found in the Law or 
in the Church-the well-to-do usually going in for the former and 
the poorer for the latter. When going about the farm, Homer 
was Wilkie's pocket companion, so that he might study it 
when any opportunity presented itself. It is related of him that 
in the capacity of scarecrow, to frighten the rooks and pigeons 
from .the corn, he equipped himself with several suits of clothes, 
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one above another, a rusty gun, and a copy of Homer-truly a 

rare combination for a scarecrow. Fired with enthusiasm for the 

Homeric Epic, he was induced to write the Epi;;oniad, in nine 

books, which was published in 1757. In this poem he delineates 

the fortunes of the Epigoni, the descendants of the seven heroes 

of Thebes. The subject of the Epigoniad is taken from the fourth 

Iliad, where Sthenelus gives Agamemnon a brief account of the 

sacking of Thebes-
" When the youth of Greece Thesus led, 

Returned to conquer where their fathers bled." 

These young heroes were called by the Greeks Epigoni, meaning 

descendants ; hence the author has given to the poem the title of 

Epigoniad, and it was modelled to a great extent on Pope's Homer. 

The Epi'goniad, though possessing a great deal of merit as an 

Epic, especially the death of Hercules in Book VII., did not 

excite general interest in the literary world. Its popularity was 

more exclusively confined to Scotland in the author's own day, 

being first brought into notice by Hume's praise of it ; but in 

England it had few readers, and had. it not been for his own 

countrymen, it would probably never have reached a second 

edition. For the reasons stated, the first edition of the Epi'goniad 

was soon exhausted, and a second was published in 17 59, to 

which was added the " Dream," in the manner of Spenser. In 

the " Dream,'' the author supposes himself in discussion with 

Homer on the merits of the Epigoniad, in which Homer severely 

criticises it in some respects and excuses it in others. In fact, 

the poem is a kind of apology for the Epi'gqniad, containing much 

introspection, and is written in a spirited and elegant style, which 

does the author much credit, clearly indicating at the same time 

what he considers the defects of his own Epic. In 1759, Wilkie 

was elected Professor of Moral Philosophy in St. Andrew's Uni

versity, where he gave much satisfaction to the students, and was 

distinguished for his knowledge of science, even to a vague, half

ffedged idea of the existence of electricity, which he embodies in 

one of his early poetical effusions. While at college, he 1-.ade 

many friends1 amongst whom were Robertsen1 Hume, Home, 
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Robert Fergusson, and Adam Smith. In private life he was 

eccentric, was habitually careless of his appearance, his clothes 

hanging round his ill-shaped body in the most slovenly manner, 

and he frequently wore two suits, one above the other; when in 

the pulpit, he sornetimes forgot to remove his hat from his head, 

and when he did, his grisly, ill kept wig was always awry. From 

a comparatively early age he was subject to the ague, and to keep 

up a perspiration he lay in bed under a prodigious pile of blankets 

usually computed to number twenty-four;· but this is scarcely 

credible when one recalls that that number of blankets would 

be something like six stones weight; therefore, the statement must 

ha\·e originated with some one who did not take the trouble to 

verify it. For many years Wilkie's muse was silent, and most of 

his friends concluded that it had fled to return no ·more; 

but in 1768 he produced a small collection of Fables after the 

manner of Gay, most of which exhibited much propriety of senti

ment and grace of expression which Gay does not always excel. 

One of the best, if not really the best, of these Fables, is '.'The Hare 
and the Partan," in which he has used the vernacular with effect 

and skill, especially that form of the Scottish dialect peculiar to 

Midlothian. Immediately after Wilkie's death, an excellent 
tribute to his memory appeared in Ruddi111an's Weekly Magazine 

from Robert Fergusson, his friend and brother bard. It is 

presented in the form of a colloquy between " Geordie and 

Davie." The following lines are taken from the concluding 
stanza:-

"Lang may his sacred banes untroubl'd rest, 
Lang may his !ruff in gowans gay be drest, 
Scholars and bards unheard of yet shall come 
And stamp memorials on his grassy tomb." 

In Tobias Smollett, we have a less important poet than 

Wilkie, but a more important author, and a much better known 

name. It is as a novelist, not as a poet, 
Tobias Smollett, Smollett is best known; yet he was no mean 

1721-1771. 
poet, and his "Tears of Scotland" and "Ode 

to Leven Water" have reached a lyrical excellency which Wilkie 

s 
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has scarcely attained. Tobias George Smollett was born at 

Dalquhurn House, near Renton, Dumbartonshire His father 

dying while he was young, the future poet and novelist was 

educated by his grandfather, Sir Jame<> Smollett of Bon hill. For 
a while he was sent to the Grammar School of I>umbarton, after

wards to the University of Glasgow. He was educated with a 

view to the medical profession, but failed to make a living by it, 

and gradually drifted into literature, in which he made a great 
name, but a precarious livelihood, which made him irritable and 

quarrelsome as he advanced in life. Full of hope and ambition 

to begin with, he set out to London with the manuscript of a 
tragedy in his portmanteau, called The Re,giddes, the sLJbject of .it 
being the assassination of James I. of Scotland, but he failed to 

get it brought out on the stage. This short cut to success, on 

which he had built his hopes, eluded his grasp; disappointed and 
out of humour with friends and acquaintances alike, he took the 
office of surgeon-mate on board the Cumberlan,i, which took part 

in that unfortunate expedition to Carthagena in 1741, described 
in Roderick Random. Chafing under confinement and restraint, 

he left the navy in disgu>t, went to Jamaica, where he fell in love 
with Anne Lascelles, who subsequently became his wife, and who 
is said to be the "Narcissa" of Roderick Random. They did not 

marry for some time after they became attached to each 
other, as the lady expected to inherit a small estate on the 
Island, and consequently remained behind. Smollett returned to 

England in 1744. and set up a house in Downing Street, afterwards 
in Mayfair, with the view of getting together a medical practice; 

then he went to. Bath, but failed as a phy~ician, both in London 

and at Bath, which finally determined his literary career. By 
force of circumstances he was literally stranded, and took a house 

at Chelsea, where he began in earnest to devote himself to litera

ture as a profes>ion. In 1746 he wrote the "Tears of Scotland," 
in a coffee-house in the metropolis; the same year he published 

"Advice-A Satirt>,''which was the first of his productions published; 

the following year he married and published "Reproof, a Sa.tire." In 
1748, Rod(rick Random appeared anonymously, and wa~ at one~ 
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a great success, some of his literary contemporaries being under 

the impression that Fielding was its author. Peregrine Pickle 

appeared three years afterwards, and its reception by the public 

was even greater than its predecessor. In I 7 50, Smollett visited 

Paris along with Dr Moore, who at one time of his life was so 

closely associated with the poet Burns. During their sojourn in 

Paris, they met Mark Akenside, the author of The Pleasures of 

the Imaf!,inati'on, with whom Smollett subsequently quarrelled in 

his feuds with literary rivals, amongst whom were most of the noted 

literary men of the day. The many quarrels he provoked would 

probably have had a disturbing effect upon most minds, but it 

did not appear to hinder his slavish devotion to work, for his pen 

was never idle; such feuds, however, must ha\e increased the 

severity of his struggle for existence. In 1753, his romance of 

Ferdinand Count Fathom was published; and two years later, his 

translation of Don Quixote. This translation, though for a long 

time popular, is far inferior to other translations which have since 

appeared, as Smollett's knowledge of Spanish was not considered 

sufficient to qualify him for the task. By this time he had not 

only quarrelled with most of his literary friends and acquaintances, 

but an action was raised against him in the Court of King's Bench, 

for caning a person named Gordon, and though the verdict was 

in his favour, he was sadly embarras:;ed by the law expenses. 

Even this bitter experience did not teach him discretion, fur as 

editor of the Criti"cal Review, which he undertook in 17 56, he 

allowed himself to be drawn into all kinds of dangerous contro

versy. If he was not the actual writer of the damaging criticisin 

of Wilkie's Epigoniad, which drew Hurne to the defence of the 

author and his work as editor of the Review, Smollett was 

responsible for its publication. In the columns of the Re7Jiew he 

made an uncompromising attack on Admiral Knowles, one of the 

commanders at Carthagena, which resulted in a trial for libel. In 
this instance, Smollett lost the case, and was sentenced to pay a. 

fine of £100 and a term of three months in the King's Bench 

prison. While in prison, he wrote Lazmce!ot Greav~s, his poore~t 
novel, which was publ'shed in I 762. Contemporaneous with the 
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editorship of the Critical Review, he commenced a complete 
History of England, from the time of Tulius C::esar's invasion 
down to 1748, which, though not a work of scholarly research, is 
animated and clear, and as a history of England long held the 
field. Indeed, it is questionable whether any other English 
author could have produced such a history, considering that the 
four quarto volumes were written in fourteen months. It soon 
became apparent, however, that the effort had cost him much, for 
it brought on disease of the chest and continuous ill-health. 
Nevertheless, he laboured on with his pen, and after·coming out 
of prison, he wrote a continuation of the history down to l 764, 
which is even better known than the Complete History. From 
the Revolution of 1688, to the death of George the Second, in 
1760, it has been made to serve as a continuation of Hume's 
English History, and the divisions are given in a manner corres
ponding to those observed by Hume with a view to this object. 
In 1757, The Reprisal, a farce, was put upon the stage by David 
Garrick, and was a great success, which was fortunate for the 
needy author. Thus he was stimulated anew, and he translated 
Gil Blas, which appeared in 1761, also making an attempt to 
compile a universal history, and his name wa!!l annexed to a 
translation of the works of Voltaire completed in 1770. In 
addition to this, Smollett is the author of Travels Through France 
and Italy, written after the death of his or:ly daughter, which 
induced him to seek health and consolation on the Continent from 
a sorrow which nearly overwhelmed him. Although his health 
was seriously impaired by the irreparable loss he sustained, he 
afterwards wrote the Ode to Independence and the History of the 
Adventures of an Atom. Then Humphry Clinker, which, though 
written under much pain and suffering, is the last as well as the 
best of all his novels, and is the one in which his celebrated " Ode 
to Leven 'Nater" occurs. To Smollett the Fates were not always 
benignant; but to the last he fought adversity bravely, and if he 
had lived reward would have come, but it was too late. A short 
while longer, and he would have inherited the family estates, 
which would have relieved him from much embarrassment; as it 
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was, the success of Humphry Clinker was only whispered in his 
ear when he was about to hid the world farewell, which he did in 

October, r 77 r. It has been by his novels, rather than by his poetry, 
that the name of Smollett has been immortalised. They manifest 

a caustic wit and fluency of expression, but they are devoid of 
plot and artistic construction. Like those of a number of his 

English contemporaries, his novels were coarse and clever

" holding the mirror up to Nature "--showing to the age its own 
likeness without fear or favour. 

The next author has small claim to that of· poet, though he 
sometimes indulged his fancy in the exercise of writing verse; but 

it lacks the natural poetic ring, and it may be 
Thomas Blacklock, stated in all fairness that had it not been for the 

r72r-r79r. 
part Thomas Blacklock played in connection 

with a more celebrated poet, he might well have been left out of 

the Pantheon of inspired poets. It was he who first recognised 
in Burns a true poetic genius Caledonia could ill spare from her 

coterie of literary men. The ill-starred poet had taken the last 
farewell of his friends, packed his chest, and composed "The 

Gloomy Night is Gathering Fast," the last song he should measure 

in Caledonia, when a letter from Dr Blacklock to a friend of Burns 

overthrew all his schemes by opening new prospects to " his poetic 
ambition," as he puts it. This incident, an.d the fact that Black· 

lock lost his sight by small-pox when only six months old, seems 

to have been the means of gathering round him a number of 

kind and sympathetic friends. Spence, the Profesiior of Poetry at 

Oxford, and the friend of Pope, did all he could to find for the 
blind poet a sympathetic public in England. David Hume and 

Dr Stevenson gave him pecuniary assistance in Edinburgh, and 

Dr Beattie secured for him the degree of D.D. at the Umversity 

of Aberdeen. Dr Thomas Blacklock, the son of a bricklayer, was 

born at Annan, Dumfriesshire, in r 7 2 I. When his father had 

ceased work, he devoted a portion of his evenings to reading to 

his son, and in this way the boy became familiar with the writings 

of some of the poets, particularly with the works of Thomson and 

Allan Ramsay. In spite· of his blindness, he acquired a consider-

I 
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able amount of learning, and was a man of amiable disposition. 

A volume of his poems was published in 1746, which was re-issued 

in I7 54 and I 7 56; and two years after his death an edition of his 

poems was published, with a life, by Henry Mackenzie, the author 

of the Man of Feeling. Blacklock was licensed to preach in I7 59, 

and was apppointed minister of Kirkcudbright; he wrote several 

treatises on theological subjects, and an article on blindness for 

the Encyclopredia Britannica. 

The name of the Rev. John Skinner is well known in the 

history of the Episcopalian Church in Scotland, as the learned 

and devoted pastor of Longside Chapel, Aber-
John Skinner, 

1721-1807. 
deenshire. In the midst of more serious study, 

he occasionally indulged his poetic vein, even 

to old age. Excellent though some of his verses are, his muse 

was only active at intervals, and then it seldom took ethereal 

flights; therefore, he can scarcely be classed amongst professional 

poets. \Vhile he wrote verse in hi5 native vernacular, and also in 

the more stately English, Latin poetry was his forte ; and he was, 

perhaps, the last amongst learned Scotsmen who endeavoured to 

tread in the footsteps of Buchanan and his school. Moreover, 

he has the reputation of having been able to write in a dead 

language with eloquence and force. Although he was also well 

acquainted with the ancient Gr~ek classics, his type of mind was 

Hebraistic, rather than Hellenistic; imbibing the spirit of the 

Hebrew prophets and seers, rather than that of the Greek poets 

and philosophers. In philosophy, he was a disciple of Hutchin

son, and in theology, he had much in common with Archbishop 

Laud, of whom he was a devoted admirer. Born in the parish of 

Birse, Aberdeenshire, October, i 72 I, he was the son of a school

master there, who was a man of scholarly acquirements, and a 

strict Presbyterian. Brought up a strict Presbyterian, young 

Skinner became an Episcopalian, in the first place starting life on 

his own account as a private tutor in the family of an Episcopalian 

clergyman in Shetland, and marrying the daughter. In 1742, he 

was ordained a deacon and placed at Longside, where he was 

pastor for sixty-four years. In I 7 46, the year after the rebellion, 
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the repressive law was passed compelling all Episcopalian 
ministers in Scotland to minister to four persons only besides the 
family residing in the house. For the transgression of this law, 
Skinner was imprisoned for six months, and his chapel was 
destroyed ; thus the form of religion, which in England prides 
itself as being hy law established, was the religion of the dissenting 
Church in Scotland. Among the prose works of Skinner were an 
Ecclesiastical History of Scotland and a treatise on the Hebrew 
Sheckinah. His longest poem is on football in imitation of 
Chryst's Kirk on the Green, which exhibits no small amount of wit 
and satire. As a writer of Latin verse, he is said to display the 
keenness and pungency of Juvenal or Buchanan. His best known 
and most popular poems are "Tullochgorum," and the "Ewie wi' 
the Crookit Horn"; the former is characterised by much verve 
and burlesque, while the latter ha5 a fine mixture of playful 
hmnour and tenderness, and is said to have inspired Burns to 
write "Death and Dying Words of Poor Mailie." Burns was 
also greatly fascinated with "Tullochgorum," and assigns it a 
high place amongst Scottish songs. Skinner's poems were 
collected and published in 1809, two years after his death, and an 
interesting life of him was subsequently written by Dr Walker, 
which has gone through two editions. 

Many who have never heard of John Skinner, the author of 
"Tullochgorum," have heard of John Home, the author of 

" Douglas," from the vogue this tragedy once 
John Home, 

1722-1808. 
had in connection with the stage, both in 
Edinburgh and in the English metropolis. 

The author was born in the parish of Ancrum, Roxburghshire, in 
1722, and became a student at Edinburgh University. Possessing 
some of the martial spirit, as well as the poetic, while at the Uni
versity, Home organised a company of twenty students, who 
offered their services as volunteers with the royal force in the 
Rebellion of 1745. After the battle of Falkirk, the party was 
captured by the Jacobites, and confined to the Ca5tle of Doune. 
He and his companions made their escape from the upper 
chamber of the Castle by tying their bedclothes together a,nd 
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sliding from the window at the risk of their lives. On t~ie restora

tion of peace after the battle of Culloden, he returneJ to the 

University to complete his studies for the Church, which were 

completed in 1747. Shortly after the death of the Rev. Robert 

Blair, the celebrated author of "The Grave," Home was called as 

his successor to the Church of Athelstaneford, in East Lothian. 

Home was a very different type of man from his prede

cessor, possessing few of the grave Puritanic characteristics of 

Blair, and was of an eminently social disposition. From his 

youth up, he had a keen literary instinct, which only needed the 

contact of a kindred spirit to draw forth his enthusiasm. After 

this manner, he appears to have struck up an acquaintance with 

James Macpherson, whom he met on the bowling green at :vroffat, 

where the first impetus was given to the translation and publication 

of Ossian's poems. While at Athebtaneford, Home produced the 

tragedy of Agis, which was founded on a passage of Lacedemonian 

history; and five years afterwards Douglas, which was suggested 

to the author by an old Scots ballad, called Gil Morri'ce, and was 

subsequently includerl in Percy's Reliques of Ancient Poetry. His 

first experience as a writer of tragedy was by no means e11courag· 

i11g; both tragedies were rejected by Garrick, who was the 

autocrat of the English stage at the time, but Dou/;las was 

afterwards brought out at Edinburgh, and proved a great ~uccess, 

r.1pidly making the name of the author famous. Nor was the 

appreciation of Douglas long confined to the theatre-gons of 

Edinburgh, but when it was afterwards placed on the London 

stage, it was equally successful. The phenomenal success of 

Douglas ultimately induced Garrick to accept AJ?is, Home's first 

tragedy, aud also the Siege of Aquilea ; but botli were failures. 

Alfred was also produced on the stage, but only survived three 

nights, which rn::u ked the termination of.. the author's. dramatic 

career. Home's other works were the Fatal Discove;y, Alonzo, 

and, in prose, A History of the Rebellion of q45. This last work 

was also a conspicuous failure, but it was not so much due to the 

incapacity of the writer, for it was published u~der the keenest 

Government censorship owing to the sensitive condition of 

!' 



political feeling in the· country. Personal experience and· indi
vidual opinion were all too prominent for the Government to 
allow the history to be launched on the public ac;cording to the 
author's original design. Thus the fame of Home rests upon th~ 
tragedy of Douglas, which maintained its hold upcn the stage for 
more than fifty years, to the evident delight of the author's own 
countrymen, who were not only elated that a Scotsman had 
written a first-rate tragedy, but that its merits were first discovered 
by themselves, who were far less experienced in subjects pertaining 
to the theatre than their English neighbours, who were not so 
much at the mercy of ecclesiastical interference. The fact that this 
popular tragedy had been written by a clergyman of the Presby
terian Church, and its performance witnessed by others, caused a 
great outcry, and a determination on the part of all whom it 
concerned to deal with the offenders in a drastic fashion. The 
Presbytery of Haddington, to which the author himself Lelonged, 
summoned him to appear before it to answer the scandal which 
he had been the means of bringing on the sacred order. The 
Presbytery of Dalkeith issued a similar summons against the Rev. 
Alexander Carlyle, subsequently known as Jupiter Carlyle, one of 
Home's most intimate friends, who had been guilty uf going to 
the playhouse to witness the pertormance of Dou;;las, in 
contravention· to his sacred office. Owing to a slight irregularity 
in procedure, Home's case was referred back to the Presb) te1 y 
of Haddington, and on that of Carlyle alone the members of 
Synod were called to pronounce judgment. On the occasion, 
Home displayed great courage and alJility in ·defence of his 
persecuted friend, declaring, if there were any fault, it should not 
be laid at the door of the accused, but his own, seeing he had 
written the piece which was prima Jacie the origin of all the 
trouble. After putting into the bands of the "mm;t potent, grave, 
and reverend seniors," a more powerful weapon to scourge his 
own back with, Home knew his chance of forgiveness was pro
blematical, and he did not wait for the renewal of the proceedings 
against himself, but severed his connection with the Church, to 
the austerities of which be could not conform. In the deposition 
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faid before the Presbytery, it was stated that an actor in the piece, 

in the character of the shepherd, swore 

" By Him Who died on the accursed tree," 

that another, in that of Glenalvon, said-

" No priest ! No priest ! I'll risk eternal fire." 

Moreover, that a third, in that of Lady Randolph, kneeled on the 
stage and put up some prayers. The author, feeling that there 
was some show of reason for the objections of the Presbytery, 
suppressed the passages after the first night, except the prayer, 
which was allowed.to remain, and is as follows, serving as a model 
prayer for all mothers with a spark of Spartan fire, or who belonged 
to an illustrious race. This prayer,. when given by Mrs Siddons, 
is said to have been most affecting, diffusing a devout and reverent 
spirit throughout the entire audience :-

"Oh, thou all-righteous and eternal King I 
Who Father of the fatherless art call'd, 
Protect my son ! Thy inspiration, Lord, 
Hath fill'd his bosom with that sacred fire, 
Which in the breast of his forefathers burn' d ; 
Set him on high, like them, that he may shine 
The star and glory of his native land ; 
Then let the minister of death descend, 
And bear my willing spirit to its place." 

Although not a great poet by any means, John Home has rendered 
a ·valuable service to literature ; he not only reanimated the 
romantic· spirit in British poetry, but he was the last tragic poet, 
either in Scotland or in England, who held the stage for any 
length of time, and he has had no successor in poetical tragedy 
of equal fame. The success of Douglas was a worthy tribute to 
his excellent talents, and compensated him for the failure of his 
other plays, in that it brought him into contact with men of 
learning, position, and influence, who could render him help and 
encouragement. If he had been left to trust to his pen for a 
livelihood, it might have been a precarious one, like that of many 
more of the literary craft ; but he became private secretary· to the 
Earl· of Bute, who procured him a pension of £Joo from 
George III.· 

WM. M'ILWRAITH. 



BURNS IN KIRKOS\i\T ALD. 

T HE parish of Kirkoswald, though inconspicuous in Scottish 

history, is, nevertheless, unusually rich in historical asso

ciations. The name it bears, for example, is accounted for by an 

interesting, and probably trustworthy, tradition connecting it with 

the canonized King Oswald of Nmthumbria, the last of the Kings 

of the English Heptarchy (634-642 A.D.). Within its borders also 

stands all that remains of the once important Castle of Turnberry, 

the reputed birth-place of King Robert the Bruce. But the best 

and most clearly authenticated claim which it possesses for the 

student of history is that which links it with the name of Robert 

Burns. 
The period of the Poet's stay in Kirkoswald was not, it is 

true, of long duration-only, indeed, a summer quarter not com

pleted. Yet, brief as it was, it constitutes a chapter in his life, 

which is of absorbing interest. Falling within the years, not of 

his poetic activity, but of his preparation and education, it lacks 

undoubtedly the variety of interest which distinguishes the later 

periods. But, if it be remembered that, in that abbreviated sum

mer quarter, he was brought into personal touch with his mother's 

home and people, and made the acquaintance of not a few charac

ters who figure more or less prominently in poems and letters 

written by him at a later date, the fact will not be questioned that 

his association with Kirkoswald is worthy of the exhaustive 

treatment which this article is designed to give to it. 

Burns's father, William Burness, entered, in r 776, on the last 

year of his lease of that ruinous venture-Mount Oliphant. In 

the summer of that year, probably in June, when the Poet was 

seventeen, it was resolved to send him for a time to ''a noted 

school" in Kirkoswald, of which Hugh Rodger was the master. 

Three reasons may be assigned for this step having been taken. 

first1 William BJJrness1 ever anxious to furnfoh his family with thi;: 

·I 



hest education available, had detected in Robert, his el<lest born, 
an uncommon aptitude for learning; and now, when an oppor
tunity presented itself, he determined to place him at a school 
where those subjects would best be taught in which he had 
received practically no instruction under former masters, viz., 
trigonometry, geometry, mensuration, and dialling. Second, in 
all these subjects, Hugh Rodger, schoolmaster at ~irkoswald, was 
reputed to be a conspicuously talented teacher ; and accordingly 
he was chosen to be the latest preceptor of Robert Burns. Third, 

Klrkoswald Village, as entered by road from Ayr. 

an uncle, Sa'lluel Brown, brother of the Poet's mother, chanced at 
the time to be residing at the farm-and-mill of Ballochneil (about 
a mile !'Outb-west of the village of Kirkoswald), and there Burns 
was to have his home during those summer schooldays. 

AnnthE.r fact that may have contributed to bring about the 
<'eci~ion in favour of Kirkoswald, if it does not also account, in 
so111e degree, for the acquaintance of the parents of Burns with . 
the mathematical repute of Rodger, is this-that Agnes Brown, 
the Poet':; mother, was a native of the parish, having been born in 

Craigenton (abotJt two mile~ SQµ,th Qf Kirkoswald as th~ crow flies) 
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on qth March, 1732. Her paternal grandfather, John Brown, 

was, like her father, tenant (for a while they were joint tenants) of 

Craigenton j he married, on 24th December, 1675, Jennet M'Gren 

(M'Grean or M'Graen), a relative of "Rab M'Grean," mentioned 

in " Hallowe'en " j and died at the neighbouring farm of Littleton 

in 1724. Her father, Gilbert Brown (horn 1708), took to wife, on 

7th May, 1731, Agnes Rennie, daughter of Wil\iarn Rennie I or 

Rainy), baker, first in Ayr and afterwards in May bole; and by her 

he had four sons and four daughters, the oldest of whom being 

Craigenton, as at present. 

Tlie birth-place and early home of Burns's mother, Agnes Brown. 

Agnes, the Poet's mother. In the time of her early girlh'.lod, she 

received all the education she ever could boast-a weaver in the 

village of Kirkoswald, while at bis loom, teaching her to read th e 

Bible and repeat from memory the metrical Psalms. She never 

learned to write ; could not, indeed, sign her own name. At ten 

year;; of age, her brief sc\1001 days ended with the death (q42) of 

her mother "of a pulmonary complaint." While her mother lay 

dying, it is related that a sister came to visit her, and was surprised 

to see her so bappy, " 1\rP- you not sorry,'' querieq th e sister1 



so 
"to leave your husband and your children?'' "No," came the 

reply, " I leave my children to the care of God, and Gilbert will 

soon get another wife "-a prophecy that was doubly fulfilled, for 

he was married not only a second, but a third time. 

Headstone commemorating Burns's mother's people, the Browns. 

The original grey stone is framed in red sandstone. 

After her mother's death, Agnes Brown assumed the charge 

of her seven young brothers and sisters. For two years she con

tinued to discharge this duty, so onerous and trying for so young 

a girl ; and wheni in her twelfth year1 her father espoused a second 
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wife, she appears to have taken up her abode with her maternal 
grandmother (Mrs Rennie) in Maybole. There she became 
acquainted with one William Nelson, a ploughman, to whom she 
was engaged for seven years. A moral indiscretion on his part 

Reverse Side of Headstone commemorating Burns's 

mother's people. 

compelled her to cancel this long·standing engagement. At a 
later date we find her, still in l\faybole, presiding as housekeeper 
in the home of her paternal uncle, William Brown, a widower, of 

whom Burns wrote long afterwards to Mrs Dunlop of Dunlop :-
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.«I had an old grand-uncle with whom my mother lived a 

while in her girlish years. The good olci man, for such he was, 

was long blind ere he died; during which time his highest enjoy
ment was to sit down and cry, while my mother would sing the 

simple old song of' The Life and Age of Man.'" 
Probably the semnd marriage of the Poet's grandfather, taken 

along with the fact that his mother had evidently long beea a 

stranger to the scene of her birth and early girlhood, may account 
for the remarkable circumstance that no mention is found any

where of his frequenting the farm of Craigenton, or of his enjoying 

any intimacy with his mother's people there. 
In this connection, it may be noted that a tradition runs, 

which has all the appearance of truth, to the effect that William 

Burness first met his future wifo at the old and now long-dt::funct 
Fair at Maybole. If the tradition be unfounded, there is this, at 

all events, to be said for it-that it is the only explamttion. yet 
forthcoming of the manner in which the poor gardener from 

Alloway chanced to meet the daughter of the farmer of Craigen

ton during her sojourn in Maybole. After a twelvemonth's 

engagement, they were married, l5th December, 1757, William 
Burness being, at the time, thirty-six, and she twenty-five, years 

of age. 

Of Agnes Brown, mother of the Poet-whom, we are told, 
ht:: greatly resembled in "foatures and general address "-the 

following is a description drawn from various sources, one being 

Mrs Begg, his youngest sister:--" She was rather under the 
average height; inclined to plumpness, but neat, shapely, and 

full of energy; having a beautiful pink-and-white complexion, a 
fine square fore-head, pale red hair, but dark eyebrows, and dark 

eyes oft~n ablaze with a temper difficult of control. Her disposition 

was naturally cheerful; her manner, easy and collected; her address, 

simple and unpresuming; and her judgment, uncommonly sound 
and good. She possessed a fine musical ear, and sang well." 

From her, rather than from his father, the Poet would seem 

to have inherited his vivid imaginative powers and his rythmic, 

lyrical gift, as is proved by the fact that, while he (the father) gave 



33 

his mind by preference to the common prose of life, and to ques

tions of theology and religion, her penchant was for the simple 

songs of the people, and her thoughts dwelt ever fondly on 

"ballads and legendary tales," of which, we are told, she 

"possessed an almost inexhaustible store." . For her worthy 

husband-and John Murdoch, Burns's teacher in Ayr, describes 

him as "by far the best of the human race he hid ever known" 

-she had a profound reverence; and, while he conversed, she 

never failed to listen with the most rapt attention as to a prophet 

of the Lord. Together they lived in perfect union, enduring 
untold hardships amid almost constant poverty, until on 13th 

February, 1784, after well-nigh twenty-seven years of wedded life, 

William Burness died. For thirty-six years she survived him; and, 

in 1820, at the good old age of 88, she passed away in the home 

of Gilbert Burns, where for many years she had resided, and was 

interred in the churchyard of Bolton, in H addingtonshire. 

Turning now to the Poet himself and to the period of his 

sojourn in Kirkoswald, it is to be confessed that the records, on 

which we must chiefly depend, are disappointingly n1eagre and 
brief. They are marred, moreover, by many discrepancies, con

tradictions, and positive mis-statements. From Burns's own pen, 

we have the following narrative of what, because of its deep and, 

in some respects, evil effects upon his character, we cannot but 

characterise as one of the most important epochs-he calls it 

merely a ''circumstance "-in his career, the summer at Kirk
oswald. 

I give the narrative first as it appears in the older MS. 

(Autobiographical Letter sent to Dr Moore on 23rd September, 

and dated Mauchline, 2nd August, 1787) preserved in the British 
Museum, from which I have taken it direct:-

"Another circumstance in my life which made very consider
able alterations in my mind and manners was, I spent my 

seventeenth1 summer on a smuggling -- (word omitted here

probably 'coa~t '), a good distance fro·n home, at a noted school, 

'Thi,; word in the MS. has been struck out by another hand-probably 
Dr Currie's-and "ninteenth (sic) or twentieth" written above the line. 

5 
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to learn mensuration, surveying, dialling, etc., in which I made a 

pretty good progress. But I made greater progress in the know

ledge of mankind. The contraband trade was at that time very 

successful ; scenes of swaggering riot and roaring dissipation were 

as yet new to me, and I was no enemy to social life. Here, 

though I learned to look unconcernedly on a large tavern-bill, and 

mix without fear in a drunken squabble, yet I went on with a high 

hand in my geometry, till the sun entered Virgo, a month which 

is always a carnival in my bosom, a charming fillette, who lived 

next door to the school, overset my trigonomertry (sii:), and set me 

off in a tangent from the sphere of my studies. I struggled on 

with my siues and co-sines for a few days more; but, stepping out 

to the garden one charming noon to take the sun's altitude, I met 

with. my angel -
' Like Proserpine gathering flowers, 

Herself a fairer flower.'" 

Of the MS., whence the above is taken, the Poet kept a copy 

which, having been sent or given for perusal to many friends-the 

Duchess of Athole and "Clarinda" among the rest-became so 

soiled and tattered that he resolved to have it written out afresh, 

and amended where necessary. Accordingly, it was transcribed 

by a licentiate of the Church of Scotland into one of the two 

manuscript volumes (now preserved in the Library of the Athen

reum, Liverpool) which, after revision and correction, Burns 

presented to his friend Robert Riddell of Glenriddell. The 

emendations/ which are very few and trivial, consist mainly of the 

, transposition of words2
; but the chief fact to be noted is that the 

"seventeenth," not "nineteenth or twentieth,'' year is again given 

as that in which the Poet's stay in Kirkoswald occurred. 

Dr Currie's version, which appears below, contains not a few 

divergencies and omissions from the original MS., and would not 

1 The only correction in Burns's handwriting is one of spelling, viz., 
"sines and co-sines," instead of "sins and co-sins " - an error of the 
amanuensis. 

2 E.g-. "A good distance from home, at a noted school, on a smuggling 
coast," instead of " on a smugglin~ coast, a ~ood distanc~ from home, at a 
noted school.'' 

-----I 
11 
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be reprodur.ed here were it not that it has been so persistently 
published as the true version. (The altered or added words are 
given in italics) :-

"Another circumstance in my life which made some alteration 
in my mind and manners was, that I spent my nineteenth summer 
on a smuggling coast, a good distance from home, at a nottd 
school, to learn mensuration, surveying, dialling, etc., in which I 
made a pretty good progress. But I made a greater progress in 

Klrkoswald Village as seen from the Churchyard. 

the knowledge of mankind. The contraband trade was at that 
time very successful, and it sometimes happened to me to fall in 
with those who carried it on. Scenes of swaggering riot and 
roaring dissipation were till this time new to me ; but I was no 
enemy to social life. Here, though I learnt to fill my glass,1 and 
to mix without fear in a drunken squabble, yet I went on with a 
high hand in my geometry, till the sun entered Virgo, a month 
which is always a carnival in my bosom, when a charming filette• 

1 The following words are omitted here :- "To look unconcernedly on a 
large Lavern-bill. " 

• Filette , instead of Fdlette, is evidently Dr Currie 's mistake. It is cer· 
tainly not Burns's. 
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(sic), who lived next door to the school, overset my trigonometry, 
and set me off at a tangent from the sphere of my studies. I, 
however, struggled on with my sines and co-sines for a few days 
more ; but stepping into the garden one charming noon to take 
the sun's altitude, there I met1 my angel-

' Like Proserpine, gathering flowers, 
Herself a fairer flower." 

Much as the fact may be to be regretted that an editor should 
ha\'e taken such unwarrantable liberties with an original manu
script, it must be acknowledged that one only of the alterations by 
Currie is of any serious consequence-that, namely, from "seven
teenth " to "nineteenth" (in the British Museum MS he adds 
"or. twentieth ") year. This change2 Currie is alleged to havt: 
made on the sole authority of the Poet's brother, Gilbert, whose 
memory on this point, as en many other~, has unquestionably 
played him false. Mrs Begg, the Poet's youngest sister, decidedly 
favoured the year he himself sets down; and there seems to be 
no difficulty whatever in fitting the Kirkoswald experience into 
that year-1776. It was, therefore, from Mount Oliphant, and 
not from Lochlie, in the parish of Tarbolton, that he came to 
Kirkoswald ; and thither he 1eturned at the end of his stay. 

The passage in the original autobiographical letter continues 
the narrative of the Kirkoswald school-days as follows :-"It was 
in vain to think of doing any more good at school. The remain
ing week I staid I did nothing but craze the faculties of my soul 

1 The word "with" is omitted here. 
2 
Dr Currie, so far as I can find, has not ventured to advance any specific 

reason for the change of year. On the contrary, he uniformly assumes that 
Burns himself had written, not seventeenth, but nineteenth year. "The 
Poet," he says wi_th cool disingenuousness, "mentions in his ow" narrative 
his visit in his nineteenth summer to Kirkoswald parish, and his mingling in 
scenes of dissipation there amongst the Carrick smugglers." Again, "1/ Burns 
be conect in statzn,i; that it was his nineteenth su 11wie1· which he spent in Kirk. 
oswald parish, the date of his residence there must be 1777·" (I he Life of 

__ Robert Burns, with i! C1 tticism of his Writings, by James Currie, M. D , page 
22-1838.) Could inaccuracy-not to call it by a worse name--be more 
deliberately unblushing? 

_J 
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about her (Peggy Thomson), or steal out to meet with1 her; and 
· the two last2 nights of my stay in the country, had sleep been a 
mortal sin,3 I was innocent. I returnee! home very considerably 
improved. My reading was enlarged with the very important 
addition of Thomson's and Shenstone's works. I had seen man
kind4 in a new phasis ; and I engaged several of my school
fellows to keep up a literary correspondence with me. This last 
helped me much on in composition.5 I had met with a collection 
of letters, by the wits of Queen Anne's reign, and J pored over 
them most devoutly. I kept copies of any of my own6 letters that 
pleased me, and a comparison between them and the composition 
of most of my correspondents flattered my vanity." 

Hugh Rodger/ the presiding genius of the aforesaid "note<l 
school," was a son of the tenant of Thomaston Mill (which was 
probably situated in the near neighbourhood of the present far111 
of Thomaston, but has entirely disappeared). From a boy he 
was devoted to study, especially the study of numbers; and, solely 
by his own industry and application, he attained to such efficiency 
in mathematics and cognat'3 subjects that, while quite a young 
ma11, he received the appointment of schoolmaster at Kirkoswald, 
and acquired, in course of time, an enviable degree of fame as a 
teacher of unusual gifts and accomplishments. Among his pupils, 
wliu boarded with him, mention is made of Sir Gilbert Blane, 
Bart., the distinguished physidan, and Sir Andrew Cathcart, Bart. 
of Carleton. As a practical land-measurer, he was greatly in 
request. At the outset of his career as an educator of youth, the 

1 Currie omits " with." 
2 Currie says " last two.'' 
''Currie concludes the sentence thus-" the image of this modest and 

innocent girl had kept me guiltless." 
4 Currie changes to " human nature." 
•Currie renders thus-" This improved me in composition." 
°Currie omits the word "own." 
7The name is sometimes, but quite incorrectly, spelt Roger ; evea on the 

tombstone in Kirkoswald Churchyard, it is so spelt. But, as the Kirk-Session 
Minute Book, kept for so many years by him as Session Clerk, clearly shows, 
the proper spelling is Rodger. 



!>phere of his labours was a small chamber (still to be seen) in the 
east end of the old Church,1 which chamber, shortly before Burns 
was enrolled as a pupil, had become uninhabitable. Thereaftt~r, 
the school was transferred to a room-rented by the Heritors for 
a guinea a year-in the ground-floor of a dwelling-house opposite 
the churchyard. This house is referred to by one authority as 
the second, by another, as the third, from the corner opposite the 
churchyard gate. In reality both are right ; for, the second door 

Klrkoswald Village-South-east End. 

Showing (1) the house (that in front of which the boys are standing) in which 
Rodger's School was held ; and (2) the house in which Peggy Thomson 

lived, viz., the third door on the right with sign over the door. 

(now a window in the house occupied by Miss Lockhart) gave 
entrance directly into the school in the middle of the front wall 
of it; and the third door (now the door of Miss Lockhart's house) 
led into a through-passage, the first door on the right hand of 
which was used as a side entrance to the school. The fourth 
door (now the third) was that connected with the house in which 
lived Peggy Thomson. 

1 This Church is now a roofless ruin, not unlike Alloway Kirk in appear· 
ance. It ceased to be used in February, 1777, when the present Church was 
opened for worship. 
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According to the averment of direct descendants of his (the' 
Gilmours) now living in the village and still possessing the feu, 
his dwelling-house stood on the Kirk Brae, with its. gable to the 
public road, opposite the gate of the churchyard, on the right of 

the road leading to the present Church. The site is now occupied 
by a stable, a shed, and a byre; but the building which these 
replaced was (I am informed) a neat, one-storey house with a sky

light in the roof. To this cottage, on the 21stJuly, 1757, Rodger 
brought his wife, Helen M'William (daughter of the farmer of 
Shennas, in the parish of Ballantrae), whose acquaintance he had 

first made during her stay as a domestic servant in the Manst: of 
Kirkoswald - the marriage being solemnised, . at his request, 
privately at Ardmillan HoU5e, a little distance south of Girvan, 
whither she had gone to serve. The Laird of Ardn;illan and his 

sister, Miss Crauford, acted at the marriage as groomsman and 
bridesmaid respectively. Of the marriage were born nine children; 
six of these died an early death. The remaining· three were

Thomas, who, as physician on board the royal ship Sybil, died at 

sea, 1782, aged twenty four; Matthew, who served as' Factor to 

the first Marquess of Ailsa,, died 2nd August, 1834, aged sixty
seven, ·and lies interred in Kirkoswald Churchyard; and Jem, 

who became the wife of John Niven (Burns's bed-fellow), the 
tenant of Ballochneil, and died 17th January, 1847. 

It may be mentioned as an interesting fact that some of 
Hugh Rodger's love-letters (one of which I myself have seen) are 

still carefully preserved ; and it is worthy of note that, while the 
penmanship is careful and thoroughly schoolmasterish, the ortho
graphy, even for those days, is strangely in~ccurate, the style 

formal and stilted, and the tone scarcely, if at all, amatory. The 
mathematical brain is seldom a literary one. 

One curious discovery I have made with referenc<! to the 

date of the death of Rodger, which deserves mention here. The 
tombstone of the Rodgers in the churchyard records his death as 

having occurred in ~iay, 1797, at the age of seventy-one. If this 
date be correct, he must have continued acting as Session Clerk 

for nearly four years after hi& death1 for the la&t Minute of Kirk- , 
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Session inscribed by him in the Minute Book, is dated 3rd Sept., 
1801 ! The entry of that date, clearly written hy Rodger, closes 
with this statement:-" Which day Mr Rodger declared that now 
he would no longer keep the office of Ses>ion Clerk, according 

Headstone commemorating Hugh Rodger, Burns's 

Kirkoswald Teacher. 

to the Minute of the 3ist May Ja,t, and delivered unto the Ses~ion 
thi.; Session Register,and the old Session Register, with the Register 
of Marriages, Births, Burials, etc." Whatever, therefore, be the 
exact year of hi$ death1 it certainly was not 1797. 
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But, to return to the Poet himself. One incident of these 
plodding school-days deserves to be related here ; and, because 
it is best told by Chambers, I give it in his words:-" While 

attending the school, Burns had formed an intimate acquaintance 
with a young man called ' Willie' (i.e., William Niven, son of John· 
Niven, merchant and magistrate in Maybole) ; and, with this 
young friend, as eager for intellectual improvement as himself, 
instead of playing ball or shinty with the other boys of the school, 
he was accustomed; during the interval between the morning and 
afternoon meetings, to take a walk in the neighbourhood of the 
school, and exercise himself with him in such speculations and 
discussions as young Scotsmen love. By and by, they fell upon a 
plan of holding disputations or arguments on speculative questions, 

one taking one side, and the other the other, without regard to 
their respective opinions on the point, whatever it might be-the 

whole object being to sharpen their intellects. They asked several 
of their companions to come and take a side in these debates, but 
none would do so ; they only laughed at the young philosophers. 
The matter at length reached the ears of the schoolmaster, who, 
however skiJled in mathematics, possessed but a narrow under
standing and little general knowledge. With all .the bigotry of 

the old school, he conceived that this supererogatory employment 
of his pupils was a piece of absurdity, and he resolved to correct 

them in it. One day, therefore, when the school .was folly met, 
and in_ the midst of its usual business, he went up. to the desk 
where Burns and ' Willie' were sitting opposite to each other, and 
began to advert. in sarcastic terms to what he had heard of them. 

They had become great debaters, he understood, and conceived 
themselves fit to settle affairs· of importance which wiser· heads 
usually let alone. He hoped their disputations would not ulti
mately become quarrels, and that they would never think of 
coming from words to blows, and so forth. The jokes of 
schoolmasters always succeed amongst the boys, who are too glad 

to find the awful man in anything like good humour, to question 
either the moral aim or the point of his wit. They, therefore, on 

this occasion hailed the ma$ter's remarks with hearty peals of 

6 
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laughter. Nettled at this, 'Willie' resolved he would 'speak up' 
to Rodger; but, first, he asked Burns if he would support him, 
which Burris promised to do. He then said that he was sorry to 
find that Robert and he had given offence; it had not been 
intended. And, indeed, he expected that the master would be 
rather pleased to know of these endeavours to improve their 
minds. He could assure him that such improvement was the sole 
object they had in view. Rodger sneered· at the idea of their 

improving their minds by such nonsensical discussion, and con
temptuously asked what it was they disputed about. ' Willie' 
replied that generally there was a new subject every day; that he 
could not recollect all that had come under their attention ; but 
the question of to-day had been-' Whether is a great general or 
a re>pectable merchant the most (more) valuable member of 
society?' The dominie laughed outrageously at what he called 
the silliness of such a question, seeing there could be no doubt for 
a moment about it. 'Well,' said Burns, 'if you think so, I will be 
glad if you take any side you please, and allow me to take the 
other, and let us discuss it before the school.'1 Rodger most un
wisely assented, and commenced the argument by a flourish in 
favour of the general. Burns answered by a pointed advocacy of 
the pretensions of the merchant, and soon had an evident superi
ority over his preceptor. The latter replied, but without success. 
His hand was observed to shake, then his voice trembled, and he 
dissolved the school in a state of vexation pitiable to behold." 

Another incident, of more doubtful authenticity, is that 
narrated by Dr Currie. "One day," so Dr Currie writes, "as he 

1 Ma.tthew Porteous's variant on this i.s amusing reading. The question, 
according to him, was as to the comparative merits of a merchant and a sai/01-. 

He represents Burns as proposing that ''if he (Rodger) would permit the 
school for a time to be converted into a debating arena, he would discuss the 
matter with him·, and their several arguments could be summed up and con-
5olidated by one or more of the scholars, previously appointed for the purpose. 
The diet was, however, deserted, Mr Rodger not choosing to 0ppose his 
argumentative prowess to that of his undaunted and aspiring scholar." (See 
Appendix to "The Real Souter Johnny.") Compared with the "summing 
up and consolidation of the arguments by one or more of the scholars," the 
debate would.have been a very tame affair! 
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(Burns) was walking slowly along the street of the village in a 
manner customary with him-his eyes bent on the ground-he 

was met by the Misses Biggar, the daughters of the parish pastor. 
He would have passed without noticing them, if one of the ladies 
had not called him by name. She then rallied him on his inatten
tion to the fair sex, in preferring to look towards the inanimate 
ground, instead of seizing the opportunity afforded him of indulging 
in the most invaluable privilege of man, that of beholding and 
conversing with the ladies. "Madam," said he, "it is a natural 
and right thing for man to contemplate the ground from whence 
he was taken, and for woman to look upon and observe man, from 
whom she was taken."-One smiles at the mention of" inattention 

to the fair sex," as coupled with the name of Burns, even at the 
callow age of seventeen ! In any case, the Misses Biggar were 
not Peggy Thomson. 

It is also related that, on another occasion, Burns was 
ascending the Kirk Brae when the parish minister, the Rev. Mr 

Biggar, was coming down the Brae. "Whither away to-day, 

Robert?" queried his reverence. "You may see, sir," quickly 
retorted Burns, "I am going heavenward." 

But the chief interest of the Poet's sojourn m Kirkoswald 

centres unquestionably around the person of Peggy 
Thomson-that is, if we leave out of account the more 
or less imaginary characters of " Tam o' Shanter " and " Souter 

Johnnie." In the house next to that in which Rodger conducted 
his school lived Robert Thomson, by trade a joiner, whose services 
were much employed by the then Earl of Cassillis. One day when 

(23rd August) "the sun entered Virgo "-one of the twelve signs 
of the Zodiac which seems to have exercised a strange, disturbing 
power on the region of the Poet's heart (as which 'sign' didn't?) 

-the winsome Peggy came into view in the neighbouring garden 
as Burns, intent on his trigonometrical studies, was about to take 
the altitude of the sun. Quick, as always, to transform the 

common-place, by the wand of fancy, into a vision of loveliness, 
he beheld her occupied (as Chambers shrewdly supposes) "in the 
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homely task of gathering vegetables for the day's dinner"; but to 
him she appeared-

" Like Proserpine gathering· flowers, 
Herself a fairer flower," 

and so, farewell to "sines and co-sines " and " the altitude of the 
sun." From that moment he "crazed the faculties of his soul " 
for a whole sleepless week (when he left for home) with unceasing 
thoughts of the goddess of the hour, and with scheming and plot
ting secretly to meet her. What mortal man, in the circumstances, 
with a decent gift for doggerel, could have restrained his dancing 
pulses from breaking forth into the one fitting form of expression 
-that of poetry? In the case of Burns, at all events, that was 
inevitable; and so we have the "Song composed in August "-a 
song which, though seldom sung, is yet not without merit, 
considering that it belongs to the earliest period of his apprentice
ship as a poet. 

"Now westlin' winds and slaught'ring guns 
Bring Autumn's pleasant weather ; 

And the moorcock springs on whirring wings, 
Amang the blooming heather ; 

Now waving grain, wide o'er the plain, 
Delights the weary farmer; 

And the moon shine!' bright, when I rove at night, 
To muse upon my charmer. 

The partrid;;e loves the fruitful fells, 
The plover loves the mountain3 ; 

The woodcock haunts the lonely dells, 
The soaring hem the fountains ; 

Thro' lofty groves, the cushat roves, 
· The path of man to shun it ; 
The hazel bush o'er hangs the thrush, 

The spreading thorn, the linnet. 

Thus ev'ry kind their pleasure find, 
The savage and the tender; 

Some social join, and leagues combine ; 
Some solitary wander. 

Avaunt, away! the cruel sway, 
Tyrannic man's dominion ; 

The sportsman's joy, the murd'ring cry, 
The flutt'ring, gory pinion ! 
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But Peggy dear, the evening's clear, 
Thick flies the skimming swallow ; 

The sky is blue, the fields in view, 
All fading-green and yellow ; 

Come, let us stray onr gladsome way, 
And view rhe charms of Nature; 

The rustling corn, the fruited thorn, 
And every happy creature. 

We'll gently walk, and sweetly talk, 
Till the silent moon shines clearly ; 

I'll grasp thy waist, and fondly prest, 
Swear how I love thee dearly ; 

Not vernal showers to budding flow'rs, 
Not Autumn to the farmer, 

So dear can be, as thou to me, 
:'.\/fy fair, my lovely charmer." 

But alas! she was only one of the many! Very soon Burns 
was home again at Mount Oliphant, and the raging fires of love, 
that seemed unquenchable once, began to burn so low that not a 

letter would appear to have passed between him and his Peggy. 
Mrs Begg, it is true, has hazarded the statement that her brother's 
passion was, at a later date, revived; but, though there is some 
evidence to show that his affection for Peggy smouldered for years, 
it is very doubtful if any actual or continuous communication was 

kept up between them, as accepted lovers, after he took his leave 
of Kirkoswald. In the autumn of q8r (five years after the close 
of the Kirkoswald school days) Burns sent what is called "a 

message " (probably a letter) to Peggy by the hands of Thomas 
Orr, son of an agricultural labourer at Park, and one of 
his intimates at Rodger's school, who was returning from 
assisting in the harvesting operations at Lochlie. Three years 

later ( 17 84 ), Orr wrote to the Poet (then at Mossgiel) to inform 
him that his old sweetheart was meditating marriage. The reply 

is characteristic:-" Dear Thomas,-! am obliged to you for 

your last letter, though I ~ssure you the contents of it gave me no 
manner of concern. I am at present so -- taken in with an 
affair of gallantry (with Betty Paton, sometime a servant at Loch

lie) that I am very glad Peggy is off my hand, as I am at present 
embarrassed enough without her. I don't choose to enter into 
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particulars in wntmg, but never was a poor rakish rascal in a 
more pitiful taking. I should be glad to see you to tell you the 
affair, meanwhile, I am, your friend, ROBERT BuRNEss.-Moss
gavil, IIlh November, I784." 

On 23rd November, 1784, Peggy Thomson was married to 
William Neilson, an old acquaintance of Burns, residing at 
Minnybae Farm, in the parish of Kirkoswald. In 1786, when 
Burns was preparing to leave for the West Indies, there appeared 
his first venture in print-Poems Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. 
A copy of this work he forwarded to his former sweetheart, and, 
on the fly-leaf, he inscribed the following tender verses, so eloquent 
of a love that had not quite passed away:-

"Once fondly lov'd and still remember'd dear, , 
Sweet early object of my youthful vows, 

Accept this mark of friendship, warm, since~e
(Friendship ! 'tis all cold duty now allows); 

And when you read the simple, artless rhymes, 
One friendly sigh for him-he asks no more

Who, distant, burns in flaminc, torrid climes, 
Or ha ply lies beneath th' Atlantic roar." 

To these lines he makes reference in the Glenriddell Book 
, in the following note :-" Written on the blank leaf of a copy of 
the first edition of my poems, which I presented to an old sweet
heart then married. 'Twas the girl I mentioned in my letter to 
Dr Moore, where I speak of taking the sun's altitude. Poor 
Peggy ! Her husband is my old acquaintance, and a most worthy 
fellow. When I was taking leave of my Carrick relations, intend
ing to go to the West Indies, when I took farewell of her, neither 
she nor I could speak a word. Her husband escorted me three 
miles on my road, and we both parted with tears."1 

The fact has already been referred to that Burns's home m 
Kirkoswald was at the farm of Ballochneil. It is usually said 
that he boarded there with his uncle, Samuel Brown ; but this is 
not strictly accurate. Brown had married, in 1 768, Margaret, 
daughter of Robert Niven, the tenant of Ballochneil, where he 

1 Peggy Thomson, as )irs Neilson, lived to a good old age, and died in 
the town of Ayr. 

I _ .. 
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took up his abode after marriage in what was called the 
"chaumer" (chamber) of Niven's house. "The little building," 
says Matthew Porteous, " is yet (December, I 8 58) to be seen 
standing on the opposite side of the ' doss ' or courtyard of the 
steading "; but all the old buildings have disappeared--unless, 
indeed, the plain and obviously ancient erection at the back of 
the present Ballochneil cothouses (see our illustration) be the 
remains of the said '' chaumer." When Burns came to reside at 
Ballochneil, he was accommodated, not in the "chaumer" with 

Ballochneil, 

Showing the front of the old building which may be the "chaumer" in 
which Burne's uncle, Samuel Brown, lived. 

his uncle, but in an attic of the farmer's dwelling-house. Here 
he had for bed-fellow John Niven, the farmer's only son ; and at 
the table of the Nivens-with whom, of course, he was related 
by the marriage of his uncle Samuel-he appears to have eaten 
his meals. It is recorded that he and John Niven (who was his 
senior by five years) often strove for the mastery in various manly 
exe.rcises, such as putting the stone, leaping, and wrestling; but, 
though (according to his own averment) "at plough, scythe, or 
reap-hook, he feared no competitor," he never once scored a 



48 

victory. The tables, however, were turned completely when the 
muscular was exchanged for the mental form of encounter. 
Selecting some speculative subject for debate, the two hammered 
at each other with right good will, but ever with the same result 
-that Burns emerged from the wordy contest an easy victor. 
Differences of opinion, however, and the free amenities of argumP.n
tative combat, though they could not fail to stimulate the mental 
faculties, and even try the temper, were never allowed to interfere 
with the tie that bound them together as bosom friends. 

Ballochneil as it now appears. 

Near the dead trees in the foreground was a halting place for the stage-coaches in 
pre-railway days. The old Farm-and-Mill of Ballocbneil was situated 

in front of t he t rees in t he left of the middle distance. 

"One day," so runs a legend of somewhat doubtful nature, 
"when the school enjoyed the annual summer holiday, in conse
quence of Ayr (or Maybole ?) Horse Fair (the first Thursday of 
July), the two set sail from the coast near the Maidens with some 
companions (probably fishermen) to spend the day fishing, and to 
land on Ailsa Craig. The boat they had secured for the occasion 
was one owned by Douglas Graham, tenant of Shanter, which 
boasted the now famous name of' The Tam o' Shanter,' and which, 
though ostensibly kept for fishing purposes, was probably used to 
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a much greater extent in the contraband traffic, at that time 
exceedingly hrisk and very imperfectly controlled. Not long after 
they struck out from the shore, a violent storm began to rage ; 
more likely a sudden squall such as has descended upon the same 
stretch of coast more than once within my own recollection-once 
with disastrous consequences. Some were for putting back 
instanter; but Burns railed at them for "fresh water sailors," and 
declared for going through with their contemplated design, 
"though," ~s he ~aid. "the wind should blaw the horns off the 

Hogston, the earJy home of "Tam o' Shanter' s" wife. 

kye" (cows). The more prudent counsels, however, at length 
prevailed; and, though with difficulty, the boat was safely brought 
to her moorings near the Maidens rocks. Burns and Niven made 
for shelter under the hospitable roof of Shanter, a little way up 
from the shore, where they remained storm-stayed till well on to 
midnight. As the night wore on, the farmer's wife, Helen 
M'Taggart (daughter of John M'Taggart, tenant of Hogston) 
waxed exceedin~ wrathful in consequence of the non-arrival, at so 
late an hour, of her bibulous lord and master from the horse fair. 
She came of a family reputedly "queer" and abnormally supersti-

7 
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tious (two of her brothers, it seems, were barely compos mentis), 
and now, when her irascible temper was in full blast, she inveighed 
against her erring goodman in scathing terms, prophesying---

" that late or soon 
He would be found deep drown'd in Doon, 
Or catched wi' warlocks in the mirk, 
By Alloway's auld haunted kirk." 

Late that evening the two cronies-Burns and Niven-returned 
to Ballochneil, and the following morning Burns showed to his 
bed-fellow the first rough draft of his incomparable poem "Tam 
o' Shanter," which he had written on the blank margin of a news
paper. It is not claimed that the poem, as subsequently published, 
is in every respect identical with the earlier, and certainly unfinished, 
effusion struck off at Ballochneil (for it was not completed till 1791); 
but long afterwards, when Niven received from Mr Aiken, of Ayr, 
the MS. in its perfected form, he (Niven) recognised it to be 
essentially the same production. The Poet's wife, it is true, be
lieved it to be "the work of a single day," or of "a day between 
breakfast and dinner" (i.e., a forenoon). If this be correct, we 
must hold with Alexander Smith that " 'Tam o' Shanter' is the 
best day's \VOrk ever produced in Scotland since that day that the 
Bruce won Bannqckburn." But, if it be remembered that (teste 
Burns himself) "all his poetry was the effect of easy composition, 
but of laborious correction," the inference plainly is that, in some 
form, the poem (regarded by Burns as his chej-d a:uvre) must have 
been composed before 1791, and most probably at Ballochneil, as 
already said, in 1776. 

The hero·of tl:e poem was Douglas Graham, born 6th Janu
ary, 17 38, son of Robert Graham of Douglaston Farm, on the 
Maidens shore, and tenant not only of Shanter, but also of Laigh 
Park, in the parish of Kirkoswald. He was probably distantly 
related to the Poet through the M'Graens or Grahams (see page 
29). He is described as a good-looking, elderly man; of rubicund 
countenance and red-complexioned ; wearing a wig ; convivial in 
his habits, and an acknowledged master in rustic wit. Matthew 
fort~ous~ at on_e ti~e a printer i~ M;arbole~ who c1ic1 ~o 111uc;h tQ 



discover the real facts connected with the Poees sojourn in Kirk
oswald, supplies the following rhyming sketch of the " heroic 
Tam":-

" He was a sturdy, stalwart chiel, 
Wi' kindly heart, and hand o' steel, 
Fond o' his maut aboon his meal ; 

But fleyed and wary, 
In mirk nights, o' the muckle de'il, 

Ghaist, witch, an' fairy. 

But, seated ower a quaich or bicker, 
His spirit warm wi' potent liquor, 
His heart was up, his bluid ran thicker ; 

Then de'ils a legion, 
He wad hae stood right steeve an' sicker, 

An' brav'd their dudgeon." 

Business brought him weekly to the town of Ayr for the dis
posal, among the public-houses there and on the way, of the malt 
manufactured at Shanter, out o( which the home brewed ale (tip
penny) of these days was made. 

Several stories are told of these more or less long-drawn-out 
visits to Ayr. On one occasion-a New Year's night-he and 

John Ihvidson (Souter Johnny) are sa:d to hav.! forgathered at 
the tavern in Ayr of one Benjie Graham (a Carrick man, prob:ibly 

a relative of the gudeman of Sh111ter), their ostensible object being 
to show their appreciation of the hospitality invariably extended 

to them by the kind-hearted Benjie. Graham of Shanter, it would 
seem, in honour of the event, exceeded all his former efforts in 
conviviality; and, when the hour approached that "Tam maun 

ride," the morning was far advanced, and he himself scarce able 

to steer a 5traight course for home. That day he had received 

payment of many accounts-the money, in notes, being stowed away 
for safety in his Kilmarnock bonnet. Loud blew the blast, with 

drenching rain, right in the teeth of " Shanter" homeward-bound ; 

but still he stuck doggedly to the saddle, and for a time all was 

well. Soon, however, he reached the summit of Brown Carrick 
Hill, where a fearful gust burst suddenly upon him, and off went 

the bonnet with its precious contents on the wings of the wind. 

Using the glimmering of available sober sense that remained to 
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him, he. dismounted and searched about, in the uncertain light, 
for the lost treas,ure, but without success. Nothing, therefore, 
was left to be done but to mount again his impatient nag, and go 
resolutely forward through the storm, to meet, if possible, a still 
fiercer storm from his "sulky, sullen dame," when she saw his 
befuddled condition, and heard of the losing of the bulky roll of 
bank notes. But, even as he was, "he knew a trick worth two" 
of telling her, in the circumstances, a plain, unvarnished tale. 
Knowing her weakness for all sorts of s•1perstition, he concocted 

Lalgh Park. 

In Burns's day "Tam o Shanter" was tenant of it as well aa of Shanter • 
. Except that two storm-windows "nd a chi1nney above the right gable have 

lately been removed, the house is probably now precisely the same as it -
was then. 

a story to the effect that, passing "Alloway's auld haunted kirk,'' he 
had heen arrested by the glinting of strange lights within ; and, 
on approaching the ruin warily, had witnessed a devilish dance of 
warlocks and witches, by whom he was instantly put to flight and 
hotly pursued to the Brig o' Doon, where some ghostly hand had 
ceprived him of his bonnet ! That morning, in spite of the 
cleverly-contrived deception, there were . in Shanter "wars and 
rumours of war. A few hours later, having so far recovered his 



sober senses, Graham reme mbered the incident of Brown Carrick 

Hill, and at once set off "to reconnoitre the road before many 

people would be stirring." At last, artcr long and careful search, 

he found the missing bonnet, with the money within it, sodden 
with rain, but quite undiminished. 

On another occasion (the story is, however, described by 
Porteous as "merely a. popular fiction "), he had st1yed even 

longer than was his wont a t a certain public-house at Ayr. Out

side, thirled to a ring in the wall at the side of the door, stood his 

Dalquhat-Laigh and High-~s at present. 

Tbe Fa1·n1 of Laigh Dalquhat in Burns's 'Kirkoswald days was rented by a brother 
of '' Tam o' Sbanter's '' wife (M'Taggart). 

good grey mare. Some boys, bent, perhaps, on securing material 

wherewith to make casts for their fishing rods, or, with equal pro

bability, some wags designing to perpetrate a practical joke on 

the notorious "Tam," plucked the tail of the patient beast almost 

bare, and ,; left puir Maggie scarce a stump." Not till next morn

ing was the depredation discovered- a son of Graham's coming 

in from the stable to announce in the· house the fearful tidings 

th'lt the mare had lost her tail ! In the circumstances, "Tam " 

had recourse to the usual subterfuge, declaring, with a round oath, 
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that the calamity must have been brought about by the agency of 
witches. 

Whatever may be said as to the reliability of these stories 
(for only one of which Burns himself vouches), they at least furnish 
a probable origin for many of the stirring incidents of the poem; 
and the fanciful name of the leading character in it, as well as the 
title of it, may not unlikely have been derived from the name of 
Shanter's boat, above-mentioned, "The Tam o' Shanter." 

As fate would have it, Burns was thrown much into the 
company of the farmer of Shanter, to whom he was first introduced 
at " Souter Johnny's," and whom, as it appears, he most truly 
describes (though Dr Rogers has done his best to whitewash him) 
as a "skellum" (good-for-nothing), "a blethering, blustering, 
drunken blellum" (babbler). Graham, we are told, was in the 
habit frequently of appearing at Ballochneil, where " the ball was 
set a-rolling" for a day's hard drinking with home-brewed ale. 
Probably it was his business at his second farm of Laigh Park 
that brought him so often and regularly to the house of Robert 
Niven-Laigh Park and Ballochneil being only about a hundred 
yards apart. At all events, there Burns had many opportunities of 
studying the ways and character of him, whom he was afterwards 
to sing into a somewhat unenviable immortality. If, at that point, 
the contact had ended, the fact would not, perhaps, have fallen to 
be recorded that Burns now "learnt to fill his glass,'' to " mix 
without fear in a drunken squabble," and to take a part in "scenes 
of swaggering riot and roaring dissipation." As it was, Graham, 
with Burns accompanying him, passed from the cold liquors alone 
procurable at Ballochneil to fiery, foreign, smuggled brandy at his 
brother-in-law's (M'Taggart, farmer at Dalquhat) near by; and so, 
when night came on, he took his unsteady way, with his young boon 
companion for a convoy, over the hill to Shanter, greatly fearing 
the reception "Kate" would extend to him on his return. So 
much, indeed, did he stand in awe of Kate's wrath on such occa
sions that he is said not merely to have hesitated sometimes t1J 
enter while "in his cups," but even to have returned to Dalquhat 
for the night. 
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Many years subsequent to these days, John Niven showed 
and read to Graham a MS. copy of Burm's "Tam o' Shanter," 
assuring him that he was the hero of the piece; but the old 
farmer evinced no great interest in the matter and certainly no 

Headstone of "Tam o' Shanter"- Front view . 

annoyance, declaring only that "it was a parcel o' lees, for he never 
owned a grey mere, or one named Yleg, or 0ny kind o' beast 
without the tail." 

He died on the 14th February, 1811, aged seventy-three, and 
Ht;s burie~ in Kifkos~·~kl Church~ard, where P, is wife ha,d been 
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laid thirteen years before ( 1798, aged fifty-six), not far from the 
last resting-place of the Rrowns-Burns's mother's relations. 1 

The prototype of " Souter Johnny "-Tam's "ancient, trusty, 
drouthy crony "-was John Davidson, shoemaker (and tanner, 
too, in a small way) at Glenfit or Glenfoot, in the neighbourhood 
of Shanter. His house, which stood beside a little, nameless 
burn (now crossed by the Carrick Light Railway) near the public 
road a little north of the farm of J ameston, "was removed in 
consequence of its intelference with the line of extension of a 

The alleged site of Glenlit ("Souter Johnny's" House). 

The house probn.bl.r stood on the right of the picture, where n. small burn runs 
under the trees. It was a " cln.y-biggin'" lined with rashes. 

dyke which was erected at the time Shanter was laid off between 
Bogside and Jameston." (This dyke is no longer visible). Like 
others of his craft, he laboured not only in his own house, but in 
the houses of the farmers and others in the district, "converting 
home-dried leather into shoes for the children and hinds." His 
wife, Ann Gillespie, had been a do·nestic servant in Burns's 

'The farm-stca<ling of Shanter has long since <lisappe:tred . hut the site of 
it, just inside the Bo.~ ide or Shanter boundary between that farm and Jamcston, 
is still poi11tecj out with cert,dnty. 
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mbther's time at her old home of Craigen ton; and: had· rilttsed her' 
in her.babyhood: This fact may account, in some measure;'fot'' 
the frequent visits of Burns to the Souter's house·; but; probably 
enough, a still greater attraction was the ready wit of the maq of 
leather, for he h1d a well-established fame for "jests and smart 
sayings." One example of his gift in this direction is recorded. 
When an acquaintance one day asked· him if he was nbt afraid that 
shoemaking would become a thing of the past, he quaintly 
retorted, "My craft will continue as long as calves· are· borh wi' 
heads, and bairns are born barefoot." From the pen of Matthew 
Porteous we have· a poem, entitled "The Real Souter-Johnnie," 
in whi.::h the Souter is described as 

" a gash wee fodgel body ; 
Stood on his shanks 'baith tight and steady, 
As gleg's a hawk, as teuch's'a wud<ly'; · 

Had gabbj skill -
To crack a joke, wi' wit aye ready, _ 

06t owte a'gill." 

If it be asked: how a -loc'al shoSiuker · can1e to 'be, like the 
farmer of Slnnter; a frequent visitorto Ayr; arid ·his' fell01v::toper 
there, the answer is that his business of tanning t06k him periodi
cally thither to dispose of his suri)los ·stock of' coarse leather in 
exchange for fine, and to settle accounts with the mercha-i1is. 

Late in life he removed -to a house which he had built f~r 
himself in the village of Kirkoswald, where, till not many years 
ago, dwelt two of hia · grandsons; both bachelors:_\Villiam and 
Matthew Davidson-souters like himself. The old tombstone, 
erected hy him in memory of his wife, still stands· near the east 
gable of the old, ruined church in Kirkoswald Churchyard ; and 
there be himself lies buried. Beside this stone,· which is fasi: 
becoming undecipherable, another was erected in 1893, at the 
instance of Matthew Davidson (the inscription being the work of 
the present writer) to commemorate t_he Souter's memory and that 
of his descendants. 

William Niven, the Poet's aider and abettor in: the scene wiih 
Dominie Rodger ov.er the comparative merits of the great general 

8 
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and the respectable merchant, was, as bas been said, a son (the 
eldest of four) of David Niven, a prosperous shopkeeper and also 
a magistrate in Maybole. He is said to have entered Rodger's 
school on the same day as Burns entered. Nephew of the tenant 
of Ballochneil, and cousin of John Niven, bed· fellow of Burns 
there, he would probably see much of the Poet at his temporary 
home out of school hours. However this may be, there seems to 
be ,no reason to doubt the statement made by Chambers that not 
seldom Burns accompanied him on Saturdays to bis home in 

•·Souter Johnny's" House (practically unchanged) 
In Kirkoswald Village. 

The door of t he dwelling in whieh h e lfred and c'ied is that to the left in the 
illustration. '£he boy standing a.t the neighbouring door is a 

great-great-grandson of the " Souter. " 

Maybole, and remained there till the Monday morning. Ni\·en, 
at the particular period in question, bad just finished "a course 
of classical study " in May bole, and bad been (like Burns himself) 
placed under the care of Rodger (with whom he probably boarded 
at Kirkoswald), to improve his knowledge of arithmetic, as well as 
to learn geometry, mensuration, etc. 

Let 1,lS step aside here f~om the m:;i,in curre_nt of the na,rra,tive 



to record an incident relating to the Poet's Kirkoswald experiences. 

It will be obvious, from the terms in which Currie narrates and 

moralises upon the facts, that Willie Niven was, almost to a 
certainty, the source whence they were obtained. 

"There is a great fair," Currie w1 ites, " at Kirkoswald in the 

beginning of August-on the same day, we believe, with a like 

fair at Kirkoswalct in Northumberland (Cumberland is meant), 

both places having taken their rise from the piety of one person, 

Oswald, a Saxon king of the heptarchy, whose memory is probably 

Headstone of "Souter Johnny." 

The small •tone erect•d by himself in memory of hiii wife is th>t 
in the right .foreground. 

honoured in these observances. During the week preceding this 

fair in the year q 7 7 ( 1 776), Burm made overtures to his Maybole 
friend, Willie, for their getting up a dance on the evening of 

the approaching festival, in one of the public-h0uses of the 

village, and inviting their sweethearts to It. Willie knew little 

at that time of dances and sweethearts, but he liked Burns, and 

was no enemy to amusement. He, therefore, consented, and it 

was agreed that some other young men should be requested to 

join in the undertaking. The dance took place, as designed-the 
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requisite music being supplied by a hired barid1~and· about a 
dozen couples .partQok .of the fun. When it .was proposed to 
.part, the reckoning was called, .and found ,to amount to eighteen 
shillings and fou~pence. It was then discovered that almost every 
one .present had looked .to his neighbour for the means of settling 
the claim. Burns, the originator of the scheme, was in the poetical 
condition of .not being master .of .a single penny. The rest were 
in like condition, all except one, whose .resources amounted to a 
a groat, .and ·Maybole " Willie,'' who possessed about half-a-crown. 
The last individual, who alone boasted any worldly wisdom or 
e'.'pe~~ence,2 took it upon him to extricate the company from its 
difficulties. By virtue of a candid and sensible narrative to the 
landlord, he induced that individual to take .wh:it they had, and 
give credit for the remainder. The payment of the debt is not 
the .woq;t p_art .of the story. Seeing no chance from begging or 
borro_wing, ~Willie :resolved to gain it, if possible, by merchandise. 
Observing that stationery articles for the school were procured at 
Kirk9swald w_ith difficulty, he supplied himself with a stock from 
his fa_ther's warehouse3 ,at Maybole, and for sorn~ .weeks sold pens 
a~1d paper .to .his companion.s, with so much advantage that at 
length he _re~lised a s_ufficient amount of profit to liquidate the 
expens.e of the dance. Burns and he then went in triumph to the 
inn, and not only settled the claim to the last penny, but gave the 
kind-.hearted host .a bowl of thanks into the bargain. Willie, 
however, took good care from that time forth to engage in no 
schemes for country d~nces without looking carefully .to the pro· 
bable state of the pockets of his follow-adventurers." All which is 
.doubtless much .to the credit of Willie; but one would have liked 
to set alongside it the comments or-should we say ?-the amend· 
ments of Burns himself. 

Impressed with the brilliant talents of Burns, and attached 
.to him by a genuine· affection, Niven steadily corresponded with 
.the Poet for many years ; and when, about the middle of August, 

1 More likely a local fiddler. 
•Alas! Poor Burns ! Was this also a "poetical condition?'' ".It .w_a_s, no dpubt, a hum bi~ "shop." 
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1786 (ten years after the Kirkoswald school days), Burns came to 
Maybole from Mossgiel to receive payment for the seven copies 
of his poems that his friend had sold on his behalf, he became the 
guest of Niven's parents. That evening he was entertained by his 
young companion and a few other friends (among the rest, perhaps, 
being Hugh Rodger, his old schoolmaster) in the King's Arms 
Hotel. Next day Niven, with several others, proceeded to a 
certain point in the road along which their entertaining guest of 
the previous evening was to travel. Burns, blessed for the time 
being with a superfluity of cash, hired from his host a saddle-horse 
-an aged, miserable nag-that (as he declared) could only 

"hoyte and hobble, 
And wintle like a sawmont coble." 

According to a preconcerted plan, they hailed the hero of the 
hour, as he came ambling along, with a rigmarol of doggerel by 
way of farewell. Burns heard it out with commendable patience, 
and then, on the spur of the moment, capped their limping, 
lumbering effort, by declaring that it might have been enough to 
say-

" Here comes Burns on Rosinante, 
She's d--d poor, but he's d-d canty." 

Soon after his return to Mossgiel, Burns sent the following 
communication to his young friend at Maybole :- "My dear 
friend,-! have been throng ever since I saw you, and have not 
got the whole of my promise performed to you ; but you know 
the old proverb, 'The break o' a day's no the break o' a bargain.' 
Have patience and I will pay you all. I thank you with the most 
heartfelt sincerity for the worthy knot of lads you introduced me 
to. Never did I meet with as many congenial souls together with
out one dissonant jar in the whole concert. To all and each of 
them make my most friendly compliments, particularly 'spunky 
young Tammy' (i.e., Thomas Piper, professional assistant to Dr 
Hugh Logan, physician in Maybole; he went out afterwards to 
Jamaica and died there). Remember me in the most respectful 
way to Bailie and Mrs Niven (his correspondent's parents), Mr 
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bun (or bunn, the parochial schoolmaster of Maybole), and the 
two truly worthy old gentlemen I had the honour of being intro

duced to on Friday; though, I am afraid, the conduct you forced 
me on may make them see me in a light I would fondly think I 

do not deserve. I will perform the rest of my promise soon. In 
the meantime, remember this-never blaze my songs among the 
million, as I would abhor every prentice mouthing my poor per
formances in the street. Every one of my Maybole friends is 
welcome to a copy if they chuse ; but I don't wish them to go 
further. I mean it as a small mark of respect to them, a respect 
as sincere as the love of dying saints.-! am, ever my dear William, 
your obliged, ROBERT BuRNS.-1J£ossJ;iel, 3oth August, I786." 

William Niven, besides acting as partner with his father in 
Maybole, and, afterwards, as sole partner, in the business, suc
ceeded his father as proprietor of the estate of Kirkbride, near 
May bole. On the death of two bachelor brothers in Jamaica, 
he became possessed of the immense wealth they had acquired 
there-£ 100,000, it is said. Nevertheless, he became hard and 
parsimonious to a degree. At the mature age of eighty-five, he 

died on r 3th Decern ber, 1844, and lies interred in May bole 
Churchyard. 

The claim has been advanced-and Niven was annoyed that 
it was not allowed-that Burns's "Epistle to a young friend" 
was intended originally for him and written in hi• honour. Un
fortunately for that claim, Niven had no MS. to show, 
and the epistle was actually addressed and sent to 
Andrew Hunter Aiken, son of Robert Aiken, writer, in 
Ayr; but Dr Charles Rogers endeavours to explain the matter 
by pointing out that, as the Poet had learned that "his early 
companion was pervaded by the single idea of how to become 
rich" (or rather remain rich and grow richer), he (Burns) had 
changed his original intention of connecting the effusion with the 
name of Niven-a statement which has every appearance of 
probability. 

Reverting now to Samuel Brown, the Poet's uncle, it may be 
of intere5t to narrate an incident in his life, hitherto unpublished, 

it> . .1<-...-'1,,,_,,., ------------------



63 

which will serve to throw a side-light upon the smuggling opera
tions of these days, to which Burns makes an interesting reference 
in his Autobiographical Letter to Dr Moore. In the Kirk-Session 
Minute Book of Kirkoswald, it is recorded that, on 16th June, 
176 5, "betwixt sermons,'' Brown and his wife appeared to make 
confession of a moral lapse before marriage. It was whispered at 
that meeting that Brown had been guilty, in October, 1764, of 
"violating the Sabbath Day"; and, on being interrogated by the 
Moderator, he declared "that he was at Church that day, and 
afterward went down to the shore, where the vessal (sic) with 
counterband (sic) goods came in, and Archibald Richie, Comman
der of the King's Wherrey (sic) commanded him to guard and 
watch the counterband goods lying on the shore until next 
morning, which he complied with; and that he did in no other 
part or action intermeddle in this affair.'' Taking the declaration 
to avizandum for a "fourtnight,'' the Session resolved, in the 
interval, to "inform themselves what other persons were guilty ot 
any positive act of profanation upon said day.'' Diligent enquiry 
revealed the fact that, besides Brown, "severals" had been thus 
guilty, of whom there appeared, on 17th July, q65, Andrew Ross, 
cottar in Ardloclian, confessing that he had been "imployed said 
Lord's Day in carrying ankors of spirits out of the water unto the 
shore, and that he was compell'd unto this by Mr Richie, Com
mander of the King's Boat" ; also John Carnochan " in Old Kill 
of Jame,ton, contessing that he among others was upon the shore 
upon the above day, and having staid a-while, and as he was 
returning home, he met with two Manxmen who delivered to him 
an ankor of spirits, which he carried home to his house, and kept 
it all night and delivered it again" (the ankor, I suppose, minus 
the spirits)" to them in the morning.,' But the" severals" swelled 
into a considerable number when the elders submitted the names 
of the guilty ones "in their several quarters "-no fewer than 
forty-eight being named and su~moned to appear for their sin on 
Y9th July, 1765. Among these we find James Niven in Dam
house, John and William Niven in Morriston, John Niven in 
Sandlwu~e! Robttrt Ni'f!en (!? _fla{lo(hncil, John J\4'Ta~gart, youn~er 
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in Chanter (Shanter)-·a relative· probably of Tam o' Shanter's · 
wife ; William Davidson in Bogside (related, no doubt, to 
"Souter" Davidson), William Orr, cotman in Craigenton, etc.
the places named being all contiguous to the Maidens shore 

(except Craigenton and Ballochneil). Robert Niven of Balloch
neil "helped away with an ankor of brandy," William Orr 
"assisted in carrying off two ankors,'' another "helped out of the 
sea with four casques," another "only watched for the bargemen 
all night," another "only lifted a casque on Elizabeth Brown's 

back," another "meeting with two l\fanxmen, with two casques 
of spirits, took one of the casques and secured it for himself." 

The scene on the shore that night must have been not a 
little exciting. As darkness came on, the smuggling "Vessal and 
Counterband goods" had drawn in shore, and been in the process 
of landing, in shallow water, her " ankors " and "casques " when 
down swooped "Archibald Richie, C)mmander of the King's 
Boat" at the critical moment l In the confusion that ensued, 
Manx seamen from the smuggling craft struggled to prevent as 
muc11 as possible of their not-easily-portable cargo from falling 
into the King's hands. By-and-by, down to the shore came a 
troop of thievish, drouthy farmers and cottars with their wives, 
leading horses, some of which were yoked to cars (or sledge carts), 
all intent upon "annexing" a share of the coveted spoil. One 
can fancy that many a casque was broached that night, and that 
" scenes of swaggering riot and roaring dissipation " would be 
enacted in many a cothouse and farm-steading. But, strange to 
say, the drunkenness that must have ensued, and the sin of theft 
which many, no doubt, committed, are not so much as mentioned 
in the subsequent proceedings of the Kirk-Session : the worthy 
elders, with their moderator, being concerned merely with the 
"act of profaning the Sabbath Day !'' As it was, every culprit 
(Samuel Brown included) was admonisherl "to be watchful and 
careful of not doing the like in all time coming on the Lord's 
Day" (it was evidently regarded as no sin on another day), and 
"absohed from the scandal" of his offence. 

A few of the subordinate local char~cters connectt;!d with the 
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period of the poet's life now under review or mentioned in his 
poems, composed then or at a later date, may be briefly noticed. 

Thomas Orr, who has already appeared in our narrative, was 
the son of an agricultural labourer-William Orr-who occupied 
a small cottage on the farm of Park. He was not a farmer, as 
stated by Mr J. A. Westwood Oliver in Macmillan's Magazine for 
June, 1893, but an agricultural labourer like his father. As a 
pupil at Rodger's school, having a fancy for a sea-faring life, he 
was studying the science of navigation while Burns summered in 
Kirkoswald. The two became fast friends, and--Orr being 
something of a poet and scribbler too, though a poor one at that 
-exchanged their literary wares, as well as many letters. On the 
3oth October, 1781 (or 1782), Orr addressed to the poet a 
rhyming epistle-which, however, is too utterly devoid of rhyme 
or reason to quote here-ending with the Jines-

" This is sent a present from 
Your ever (faithful) servant Tom." 

From Lochlie, qth November, 1782, he received the following 
characteristic reply (the original of which is now in the possession 
of the above-mentioned Mr J. A. Westwood Oliver, son of a 
former parochial schoolmaster of Kirkoswald) :-"Dear Thomas, 
-I am to blame for not returning you an answer sooner to your 
kind letter. But such has been the b1ckwardness of our harvest, 
and so seldom are we at Ayr, that I have scarcely had one oppor
t1mity of sending a line to you. I was extremely delighted with 
your letter" (what a generous critic the poet was!). "I love to 

_see a man who has a mind superior to the world and the world's 
men, a man who, conscious of his own integrity, despises the 
censures and opinions of the unthinking rabble of mankind." 
(Orr was not likely to be troubled much with these). "The 
distinction of a poor man and a rich man is something, indeed ; 
but 1t is nothing to the difference between either a wise man and 
a fool, or a man of honour and a knave. 

' What is't to me, a passenger, God wot, 
Whether my vessel be first-rate or not; 
The ship itself mey make a better figure, 
Uu_t I who sai\ am m;ither less nor bit;i;;er.'-Pope. 

9, 
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l have nothing further to say to you, but go on and prosper, and, 
if you miss happiness by enjoyment, you will find it by contented 
resignation. Write me soon and let me know how you are to be 
disposed of during the winter, and believe me to be ever your 
sincere friend, ROBERT BURNS." 1 

Another letter to the same humble correspondent, dated 
'' Lochlie, September 7" (no year being given), and revealing the 
true spirit of the nobler Burns, is the following:-" Dear sir,-I 
have been designed to write you of a long time, but was at a loss 

The traditional site of "Kirkton Jean's.,, 

It is now occupied by n smithy, etc. This view hows also the eastern gn.ble 
of the old church, under the belfry of which Rodger's School was held 

before its remm·aI to the opposite side of the vil1age street. 

for a direction, as I am ignorant what place of the country you 
are m. I have nothing to tell you of news; for myself I am 
going on in my old way, taking as light a burden as I can of the 
cares of the world, studying men, their manners and their ways as 
well as I can. Believe me, Torn, it is the only study in the world 
which will yield solid satisfaction. To be rich and to be great 
are the grand concerns of the world's men; and, to be sure, if 
moderately pursued, it is laudable; but where is it moderately 
1 

The signature of the Poet must have been incorrectly copied. In 1782 th~ 
spelling was "Burness."-(Eo.] 



pursued 1 The greater part of men grasp at riches :is eagerly as 
if poverty were but another word for damnation and misery, 
whereas I affirm that the man whose only wish is to become 
great and rich, whatever he may appear to be or whatever he 
may pretend to be, at the bottom he is but a miserable wretch. 

Avoid the sordid turn of mind if you would be happy. Observe 
mankind around you; endeavour by studying the wisdom and 
prudence of some, and the folly and madness of others, to make 
yourself wiser and better. I hope you will write me soon, and 

tell me what your mind is employed in; what your studies princi
pally are, and, believe me, that you may be wise and virtuous, 
generous and humane, is the sincere wish of your friend, ROBERT 

BURNESS." 

Notwithstanding the fact that the letters of the Poet to this 
humble admirer and correspondent must have been very nume

rous, these two and a third I have quoted already (pJge 45), 
referring to Peggy Thomson, are all that seem to have survived. 
One notes with some surprise the lofty, didactic, moralising tone 
of these epistolary efforts; and it is to be hoped that Orr really did 

" better reek the recle 
Than ever did the Adviser." 

The exigencies of earning his daily bread kept Orr for several 
years longer an agricultural labourer; and wh~n, in q85, he had 

his desire to be a seaman gratified, he was drowned on his first 
voyage. 

" Kirkton Jean,'' who figures in " Tam o' Shanter " as the 
keeper of a change-house in the village of Kirkoswald-formerly 
called "~he: Kirkton "-in which Douglas Graham indulged in 

Sunday carousals extending to I\fonday,: was Jean Kennedy, 
daughter of Alexander Kennedy of Crossraguel. The house, it 

would appear, had been specially built for her and her sister 
Anne, who was associated with her in the business. The sisters, 

because of their manners being more than averagely refined, were 

known as "The Leddies" (ladies), and their humble hostelry as 

~·the Leddies' house." By metrical license the poet has changed 
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the latter title-with questionable taste, perhaps, and doing 
violence to the sense-into "the Lord's house ":-

" And at the Lord's house, e'en on Sunday, 
Thou drank wi' Kirkton Jean till Mond<ty." 

The Smith (blacksmith), to whom Burns refers in the lines
put into the mouth of Shanter's much-tried but not long-suffering 
helpmeet-

" That ev'ry naig was ca'd a shoe on 
The smith and thee gat roarin' fou on," 

Ardlochan, 

In which dwelt Hugh Brown, the " ~Jiller, " mentioned in 
1

' Tam o' Sha.nter." 

was (according to local tradition) John, son of James Niven of 
Ardlochan, the drouthy Cyclops of the smithy at Damhouse of 
Ardlochan. His smiddy, being the only one i11 the district, was 
a much-frequented "howf" of the ploughmen with their "graith ;" 
and no doubt an added attraction for these sturdy sons of the 
soil was the home-brewed ale of the smith which was famed for 
its strength and flavour. His skill, too, as a smith must have 
been decidedly above the average, for, as Porteous records, "he 
was the first person who manufactured wheel carts in that part of 
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the district of Carrick" (a very cautious statement, by the way)
" cars or sledges 00.ving been previously used, which were dragged 
over the ground without the intervention of wheel or axle-tree." 

His cousin, Hugh Brown, tenant of Ardlochan, or Damhouse 
of Ardlochan-a lusty, laughter-loving fellow-was the " Miller," 
whom Kate in "Tam o' Shanter " stigmatises in the following 
lines:-

" That ilka melder wi' the miller 
Thou sat as Jang as thou had siller." 

To his mill (long since demolished) "the grain from the surround
ing farms was brought to be ground into meal." His house, 
which, according to Porteous, had been "converted (before 1858) 
into the farmhouse of Ardlochan," is probably that, known still 
by the same name, which stands near a small burn not many 
yards from the shore. 

It may be of interest now to notice a few poems (other than 
"Tam o' Shanter ") that either belong to the Kirkoswald period 
of the poet's life, or contain references to that period and place. 

The following lines (of very humble merit), plainly imitative 
of Mrs Cockburn's "Flowers o' the Forest,'' are usually given as 
the only product of Burns's muse in Kirkoswald. "These two 
stanzas," says Bums in the "Reliques," "I composed when I was 
seventeen; they are among the oldest of my printed pieces." 

" I dream'd I lay where flowers were springing 
Gaily in the sunny beam ; 

List'ning to the wild birds singing 
By a falling, crystal stream : 

Straight the sky grew black and daring, 
Thro' the woods the whirlwinds rave ; 

Trees with aged arms were warring 
O'er the swelling, drumlie wave." 

" Such was my life's deceitful morning, 
Such the pleasures I enjoyed: 

But Jang or noon, loud tempests storming, 
A' my flowery bliss de.strayed. 

Tho' fickle Fortune has deceived me
She promis'd fair, and perform'd but ill; 

Of mony a joy and hope bereaved me-
I bear a heart shall suppott me· still." 
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But, not to speak of the original draft of "Tam o' Shariter/' We' 
have seen that the "Song composed in August," in honour of 
Peggy Thomson, dates from that time. 

Again, the song, "My Nanie, O," though given by Gilbert 
Burns to Agnes Fleming, daughter of the farmer of Doura, in 
Tarbolton parish, is said by Mrs Begg, the Poet's youngest sister, 
to have really been composed in honour of Peggy Thomson. 
There is just a shade of probability that Mrs Begg was right. 

Last of all, it falls to be noted that some of the local 
references and most of the characters that appear in the masterly 
and once immensely popular ballad of "Hallowe'en," belong to 
Kirkoswald. In the first stanza these lines occur :-

" Or for Colean the rout is ta'en, 
Beneath the moon's pale beams; 
There up the Cove to stray and rove, 
Among the rocks and streams, 

To sport that night." 

"Colean," generally known in Burns's day as "the House of 
Colean," is of course the original of the present Culzean Castle, 
the older part of which was built in 1777; and the coves, or 
caves, of Colean are certain caverns under and near the Castle 
which were fabled to be the haunts of the queer people of Fairy
land. A strange passage, bearing upon these "Coves," is found 
in an old Book of Travels, written by Sir John Brereton near the 
middle of the 11th century, which relates that "in 1634 there 
was to be seen in them either a notable imposture or most 
strange and much-to-be-admired footsteps and impressions of 
men, children, clogs, conies, and divers other creatures which 
were here conceived to be sprites." Possibly the trafficers (if 
they then existed) in contraband spirits could have given a more 
natural account of "the much-to-be-admired footsteps and impres
sions,'' but the universally prevailing superstition of those days no 
doubt preferred the supernatural story to the bald and literal fact. 

In several of the succeeding stanzas, acquaintances and 
relatives of Burns in Kirkoswald are mentioned as 'taking part in 
the revels of " Hallowe'en." The witch-

" Li\ng after kenn'.d on Carrick. sh~re," . 

l·. \ _ ____,,,'#1~-: .... """=======~~---------



is said tci have been Julia (Julian or July) Robinson, a notorious 

receiver of contraband stores, which .\Vere considered all the safer 

in her keeping because of her reputed correspondence with war

locks and such uncanny beings. In the old Kirk-Session Minute 

Book of the time we find, under date, 10th March, 1765, that, as 

a servant at Culzean Mill, she was summoned to appear for an 

offence committed with one Thomas M'Clery, who had been her 
fellow servant at the said Mill. 

"The wee Nannie" of the ballad was her illegitimate 

daughter, also a receiver of contraband goods. 

"Poor hav'rel Will," who 

" fell aff the drift, 
An' wander'd through the Bowkail," 

is declared (though doubtfully) to have been one, William Sloan, 

a half-witted boy, a native of Kirkoswald, whom Burns's uncle, 

Samuel Brown, sent to Mossgiel as gadsman (or guidesman-one 

who guided the horses while ploughing, and carried the pettle to 

clear the plough.share when it became clogged with earth). He 

afterwards returned to Kirkoswald, where, as apprentice to "Souter 

Johnny," he learned the gentle craft of shoemaking. Years after, 

he settled at _his trade in Dalmellington, where he died. 

· "Rab M'Graen" was a relative of the Poet, residing in Kirk

oswald; "wee. Jenny" was an adopted daughter of his unclt', 

Samuel Brown; her "uncle Johnny" was Burns's old school 

companion and bed-fellow,. John Niyen of Ba\lochneil; "Tam 

'Kipples" was a spn of the then lately deceased parish minister of 

KirkoswalJ, the Rev. William Cupples; and "Eppie Sim, that 

lived in Achmacalla" was the daughter of. Donald Sim in Ard

lochan-" Achmacalla" being a fanciful adaptation of the name 

uf a place (the stones of which are still to be seen) about half a 

mile west of the village, on·the farm of Kirklands-:--Fardincalla. 

There also lived in that day at Laigh Park (a little distance 

ahove Ballochneil), a reputed witch, Katie Steven or Stein, 

whose name has been identified-more than doubtfully-w;th tht: 

~harac;t~r of "Cutty Sark " in "Tam. q' Shante!," . -
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We have seen that Burns returned home from Kirkoswald 
"very considerably improved," and that his stay there had ''made 
very considerable alterations in his mind and manners." These 
are strong expressions. The testimony they bear leads distinctly 
to the inference that the man had, in that comparatively brief 
period, undergone a mighty change, both for the better and for 
the worse. He had come, a "clouterly," innocent youth, from a 
home in which he was under the strictest supervision and 
surrounded by influences entirely conducive to the development 
of all that was best in him. That, previous to the Kirkoswald 
days, he had ever seen the inside of a public-house, or come into 
personal contact with men of drunken, immoral habits, seems in 
every way improbable. But, all the while, under that serious and 
apparently unemotional exterior, there lay concealed those 
"passions wild and strong," which only required the removal of 
the accustomed home-restraints and an appropriate environment 
to awaken them into violent play. And, in his sometime home at 
Ballochneil-which, in truth, was for him a mere sleeping-place 
rather than a home-he found that environment. 

The unusually liberal education he had received before his 
advent in Kirkoswald fitted him in no ordinary degree for making 
the "pretty good progress," which he says he did, at Rodger's 
school. As directly leading up to, and preparing the way for, his 
studies in geometry, mensuration, trigonometry, etc., he had 
previously mastered the first six books of Euclid. But, though 
the training he ·enjoyed under Rodger must have strengthened 
and quickened his reasoning powers, it is evident that, in so brief 
a time, the advance made in ~o many sciences could not possibly 
have been very great. Had his life-work in the after-time necessi
tated the application of the special knowledge then acquired, we 
would have been better able to judge of the fruits of his mathe
matical labours. As it was, he went "off at a tangent " from the 
sphere of sines and co-sines; and so the able preceptorship of 
Rodger may be regarded as having been, except indirectly, of 
little use to him. 

h ano~her d.irec;tion1 however, he wa11 find.in~ more con. 
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genial food for his mind, and making rapid strides in the acquisi
tion of the kind of knowledge that helped to fit him for the dual 
role of poet and letter-writer. The works of Thomson and 
Shenstone-to both of which poets he owes so much1-'-he read 
with the closest care and the intensest appreciation. Not until 
later years did these poetic studies bear fruit; but far otherwise 
was it with the thorough perusal which he gave to a book of 
"letters by the wits of Queen Anne's reign." Prompted by the 
models of pure literary English which he found, presumably, in 
Addison, Swift, and Steele, he engaged some of his school friends 
to join him, after his return to Mount Oliphant, in a regular 
correspondence, by the maintenance of which that style of elegant 
composition was begun to be acquired which ultimately earned for 
him such distinction as a prose writer. 

As has already been said, he became in Kirkoswald the 
happy yet miserable victim- not for the first time, as it was hy no 
means the last-of that tender passion for the gentle sex, which, 
on the one hand, drove him on, at a later date; to commit deeds 
from which, in better moments, his whole soul revolted ; and 
which, on the other, gave him such a deep insight into the affairs 
of the heart that his best love-songs-genuinely simple, as they all 
are; glowing with warm emotion, and natural as the desire which 
is t:heir theme-will live as long as the race itself. 

But, withal, it will be conceded, I imagine, that his other 
assertion points to the most important result of his stay in Kirk
oswald-" I made," he says, " greater progress in the know!edge 
of mankind." So far as this progress was the outcome of personal 
intercourse with the daring, lawless men, who carried on the con
traband trade on the Carrick shore, and with such dissolute 
characters as "Tam o' Shanter," of whom there were apparently 
a very large number, it must have been mainly in the knowledge 
and experience of riotousness and evil, of which it had been well 
if he had remained in complete ignorance. The splendid gift of 
poesy entrusted to him was surely worthy to be guarded with the 
most assiduous care. Granting that the intimacy he gained in 

1 See I. Logie Robertson's Furth in Field~ p. 256. 
10 
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Kirkoswald with the lower and shadier and more disorderly types 

of mankind extended his knowledge of the mystery and variety of 

human life, we cannot escape the conviction that, while it tended 

to lower immensely his own moral tone, and to degrade his natur
ally noble character, it also, without doubt, hampered and 

diminished the productiveness of his great poetic endowments. 
In his later life there were, we may be sure, many moments when 

he mourned the fact that at Kir koswald, .for the first time, he 
"learned to fill his glass" and to "mix without fear in a drunken 
squabble." 

Yet, above all such inauspicious beginnings to the real 
business of life, innately superior to the demoralising influences 

that began in that youthful day to invade. brain, and soul and 
conscience, rose the soaring spirit and the stupendous genius of 

the man ; triumphing gloriously in the wondrous creations of his 
imagination over every obstacle that these evil times and his own 
passionate nature flung across his path. 

JAMES MUIR. 

NOTE.-1\fy grateful thanks are due to l\fr Thomas Ferguson, Kilmarnock, 
for the great trouble which he so uugrudgingly bestowed on the 
taking of the photographs for the illustrations to this article. 

J.M. 

-'·""~~"----------



KIRKPATRICK SHARPE ON BURNS. 

I N the 1903 issue of the Chronicle (No. XII.) we pub

lished, for the first time, a memorandum, written by Charles 
Kirkpatrick Sharpe, and dealing with his connection with the 

Riddels, which provoked considerable comment at the time on 

account of its unvarnished candour and contradiction of the 
received traditions connected with that family. Through the 

kindness of the same gentleman who placed that document at our 

disposal (Rev. Wm. Findlay, Edinburgh), we are enabled to lay 
before our readers another jotting or memorandum from the same 

pen, discovered in a copy of the "Letters of Clarinda," which 

apparently belonged to Sharpe's father, as his autograph appears 
on the title-page. The document consists of a double sheet of 

notepaper, the first page and about three-fourths of the second 

being taken up with the writing. The notes have evidently been 

inspired by a perusal of some sketch of the Life o.f Burns, on the 

text of which they form a running commentary, with references to 

particular pages. We have not been able to identify the volume 

in the absence of any clue as to the date of its publication, but we 
suspect it to be the first issue of some edition between the thirties 

and forties, or thereabouts. Perhaps the most interesting note is 
that concerning Burns's personal appearance. On this Sharpe is 

without doubt an authority ; and this is not the only occasion on 
which he sets down his impressions of the personality of the 

Poet. In the same issue of the Chronicle we have referred to will 
be found another description forwarded to D. Bridges, jun., when 

the Taylor portrait was submitted for his opinion, which we here 

partly reprint for the purpose of comparison :-

" Like all his other portraits which I have seen, this does not give one 
the idea of so good-looking a person as he was. There is ever, I think, a 
fault about the eyes, not that one can expect the fire of the original, but the 
shape and position appear to me to be faulty. The print of him in the first 
edition (second, or Edinburgh, he means) of his poems I always thought like, 
but thinner-faced than I remember him, till death had begun his conquest. 
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On this head I may mention that Dr Currie, in his memoir, states his hair to 
have curled over his forehead. Whenever I saw him his hair hung lank, much 
as you see it in the print I allude to." 

In what follows he refers somewhat sneeringly to the "glare" 
attributed by some to the eyes which he describes in the above as 
"the fire of the original.'' It must be remembered that Sharpe 
was an accomplished artist himself, and consequently an acute 
observer and competent critic of portraiture. 

The memorandum, it will be observed, begins with a general 
reflection on Burns editing, and then goes on to criticise parti
cular passages in the volume under observation:-

ROBERT BURNS. 

"When authors die, what lies people who might have seen and known 
them tell ! Thus biographers are sadly abused-I never now read anything 
about Burns without thinking of the old song. 

There's mony ane sings the grass, the grass, 
There's mony ane sings the corn ; 
There's mony ane clatters o' bold Robin Hood, 
Ne'er kent where he was born. 

and I think Burns hath been peculiarly unlucky-from Robert the Poet he 
hath been transformed into-" Robert the devil." 

24. this account of himself looks like insanity-the hell hounds of the law
such nonsense. 

59. If I remember right, the false Florimel was made of snow-a curse on 
Spencer for lampooning our Queen Marie as Duessa ! 

60. curly hair-whenever I saw him his hair hung very lank-and spoilt his 
good-looking face--I think it is so painted by Naismyth-Burns had 
a very good countenance, but coarse--good dark eyes, but I never 
saw that glare, and God knows what, now attributed to them-he 
looked and dressed, just like other people of his condition then
there was something wrong about his shoulders, I well remember, too 
round,. perhaps-

78. the idea of the jolly beggars must have been taken from the merry ones in 
the tea table Miscellany-and the notion of songs in character was very 
common-I suspect that Burns never valued himself on this piece
my reasons are not worth the trouble of a perusal. 

What is said here about the Beggars' Opera appears to me to be an error 
-it is not an Opera of beggars-far from it-Peacham and Locket would at 
this polite day have Esquire appended to their names-and Polly and Lucy 
are very fine ladies-;-but it is an opera written. by a beggar, to amuse his 
compeers. 

;J' .• ' ~:-~ •. -~==============~~---------
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It is unfortunate that Sharpe did not write on Burns in more 
deliberate and extended form than the disjointed scraps which 
have come down to us. If he had done so we do not hesitate to 
say there would have been fewer "lies" to reckon with, and less 
reason for the "sad abuse" which some of his biographers have 
so culpably brought upon themselves. 

EDITOR. 

LINES ON THE BURNS ANNIVERSARY, 

25TH JANUARY, 1906. 

This is a happy, glorious night, 
In which we all in joy unite 

To honour Scotia's Bard, 
Who hath, by peerless works of fame, 
Shed lustre on auld Scotia's name, 

· And won the world's regard. 

His stirring, pure, and tuneful art 
Awakes the feelings of our heart 

In passions keen and strong, 
For his imagination wrought -
The brilliant gems of matchless thought 

Which permeate his song. 

Hear how he sings, in Fancy's hour, 
The noble strains which show the power 

That Heaven to him had given ; 
Who feels not in the Cottar's prayer 
The earnest faith depicted there, 

Which points the way to heaven, 

Contentment with the poor man's Jot, 
Which placed him in the humble cot 

Remote from pomp and wealth, 
And pleasure sweet of household smiles, 
Sweet recompense for all his toils, 

When blest by strength and health? 

In brotherhood we meet to-night, 
With heartfelt joy and warm clelight, 

To taste, this hallowed hour, 
The raptures they alone can feel 
Who at the feet of Genius kneel, 

And revel in its power. 

JOHN DRAKE, 
Poet Laureate Burns Federation. 
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BURNS AND THE TENNANTS OF 
GLENCONNER. 

' The ace and wale of honest men,' 
All such was 'Auld Glenconner,' 

None better this, than Burns, did ken, 
Himself, the soul of honour. 

O F all the many families with whom Burns was associated, 
that of Tennant is one of the most noted. Many ladies 

and gentlemen of both plebeian and noble birth have had 
their names rescued from oblivion through their acquaintanceship 
with our National Bard, but this cannot be said of the Tennants. 
Members of "Glenconner's" family became clergymen and naval 
men of high repute, and their descendants have become states
men, baronets, and knights, and some of the daughters ladies of 
the Realm and wives of statesmen. One of "Glen's" family
the most noted-" Wabster Charlie," and his family, have 
acquired a fame almost as world-wide as that of Burns. The 
"St. Rollox Secret Works," Glasgow, and "Tennant's Stalk," 
are known wherever bleaching powder is used, and are household 
words everywhere. 

The rise of the national wealth of Scotland has been 
contemporary with the rise of the Tennants of St. Rollox. As an 
indication of reviving trade, after a long spell of slackness, an 
eminent statesman, not so many years ago, stated that "chemicals 
are up," and a well-known professor of chemistry said that the 
prosperity of a county or country might be determined by the 
amount of chemicals it produced. With the exception of cotton
spinning and weaving, from the beginning till well on in the 
middle of last century, when the iron industries came into promi
nence,, the St. Rollox production of chemicals was the only 
national industry of importance, and the prosperity of the iron 
trade has been maintained by the recovery of the chemical bye-
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products. All honour, then, to the men who have benefitted our 

nation in this way, and amongst them "Wabster Charlie" was 
the first. 

A considerable number of years before "a blast o' Janwar' 
win' blew hansel in on Robin" (perhaps thirty years), there dwelt 

at "The Mains," Bridgend of Doon, Alloway, near Ayr, a worthy 
farmer, William Tennant, and his wife, Agnes Reid. They had a 

large family; the eldest son, John (aiterwards "guid auld Glen") 

was born in 1725, and died at Glenconner, Ocbiltre~, 28th April, 
1810, in his 85th year. When John, now married, was about 30 
years of age, and living at Laigh Corton, the poet's father, 

William Burness, came to stay at Alloway nearby, having built, 

with his own hands, the house where his illustrious son, Robert, 
was born, and which his son, Gilbert, has designated the "clay 
biggin'." On the land, and deriving their living therefrom, no 
doubt William Burness and the Tennants would have much in 

common. At any rate, an intimacy seems to have sprung up 

between the two families, which ripened into a life-long friendship. 
When the infant of William Burness, Robert, was baptized by 

Rev. William Dalrymple, John Tennant was one of the witnesses 
of the registration of the same in the sesoion books of the parish 
of Ayr and Alloway, which were then conjoined. 

It has now been ascertained that a cousin of " Glen's," John 
Tennant by name also, was a blacksmith in Alloway at the time 

Burns was born. A descendant of the blacksmith states that it 
used to be told in his family that the blacksmith's wife was the 
"gossip" that " keekit" in the "loof" of Burns, and that her 

husband was the John Tennant referred to. If this be so, it adds 
another link to the chain of_ intimacy that existed between the 
Tennants and the Burnesses. 

In t 76 5, when Burns would be about six years old, his 

father, through Mr David Tennant (1734-1823), (a younger 
brother of" Glen's,") who was a teacher in Ayr Academy, heard 
a good report of one John Murdoch, who was then studying 

under Mr Tennant. Murdoch became Burns's first teacher, and 

also that of some of " Glen's " family, William and John at least, 



Rev. WM. TENNANT, LL.D. 
(1758-1813.) 

11 My auld school-fellow Preacher Willie.,, 

' (Ji'i·om a miniatu?'e in possession of his niece, Miss Sloan, Helensburgh.) 
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John Tennant ("Glen") left Laigh Corton in the end of 1768, 
and went to Glenconner as factor to Lady Glencairn. The cause 
of this translation reads like a bit of the most entertaining 
romance, and would form .a subject by itself fit to fill a large
sized volume. James Macrae, the son of an Ayr washerwoman 
("Widow Macrae" or Bell Gairdner, as she was called), who 
went to sea when a boy, became captain of a ship. It has also 
been said he was a soldier in India. At any rate, he became 
Governor of Madras. After an absence of forty years he returned 
to his native town of Ayr, rich beyond the dreams of avarice. 
During his absence his mother had lived and died at an advanced 
age with a niece, also named Isabella Gairdner, wife of one Hugh 
M'Guire, a wright and fiddler. Mrs M'Guire had been very kind 
to her aunt, and Macrae educated his cousin's family of four 
daughters and a son, and tochered and dowried each of them richly. 
It is, however, with the eldest daughter, " Elizabeth," that we 
have to deal. She was born in 1725, and became the Countess 
of Glencairn through her marriage with William, the thirteenth 
Earl, in 1744. Macrae granted to her the Barony of Ochiltree, 
which he had bought from Charles Cochrane, grandson of Sir 
John Cochrane, in 17391 for £2 5,000. He also gave her 
diamonds, worth .£45 10001 in addition. (Macrae also presented 
the statue of King William to Glasgow, in r 7 341 and lent that 
city £5000 to help its finances after the raid of the Highland 
Host in 1745). 

We must now resume the thread of our narrative. At the 
time that William Tennant occupied "The Mains," he employed, 
it is said, Eliza.beth M'Guire as a young maid-servant, and that it 
was from his house that she was taken to be educated for her 
high station. At any rate, Hugh M'Guire, with his wife 
and family, lived close at hand. "Leezie" was the same age as 
" Glen." When boy and girl, they had " paidl't i' the burn " 
thegither, and had "run about the braes, and pu'd the gowans 
fine." 'Vhether or not a warmer feeling ever existed between 
them, they, at least, became fast friends, and twenty-four· years 
after sh~ became Lady Glencairn, and when "Glen" himself was 
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married, and had resided at Laigh Corton for at least sixteen 
years, she entrusted him with the management of the Barony of 

Ochiltree. He then removed to Glenconner Farm, and well did 
he discharge the trust placed in him. Everything that is known 
of him upholds the Poet's statement that he was "the ace an' 
wale of honest men." 

Many records are in existence of the life and conduct of this 
amiable and estimable lady, who became the mother of Burns's 
friend and patron-Ja mes, Fourteenth Earl of Glencairn-of 
whom Burns wrote that immortal poem, the last stanza of 
which is:-

"The bridegroom may forget the bride 
Was made his wedded wife yestreen; 

The monarch may forget the crown 
That on his head an hour has been ; 

The mother may forget the child 
That smiles sac sweetly on her knee ; 

But I'II:remember thee, Glencairn, 
And a' that thou hast done for me !" 

One cannot forget the enthusiasm which Mr Andrew 
Carnegie created in St. Andrew's Hall when he was presented 
with the Freedom of the City of Glasgow, and wound up his 
speech with these eight lines as his peroration, altering the second 
last line to 

"But I'll remember thee, Scotland." 

It may be interesting to many to know that the main line of 
the Glencairn family has been extinct for many years, the last of 
one branch of the family being Sir William Don (Elizabeth's 
great-grandson), a strolling player who died without issue in 
1862. The eldest son of the late Sir W. Cunninghame, Bart. 
of Corsehill, M.P. for the Ayr Burghs, is said to be the nearest 
representative. It is also said that none of Governor Macrae's 
money remains in any of the families of the other four children 
of Hugh M'Guire. How fickle is fortune! We have heard Mr 
Andrew Carnegie say that in many families possessed of great 
wealth, there are only three generations from shirt-sleeves to 

shirt-~leeves 1 and h<;: hA~ s9me experience in the rnilliom1ire way. 



JOHN TENNANT of Creoch. 
(1760-1833.) 

u Auchenbay I wish him joy.' 

(From. a painl.ing in possession nf thefm1</ly.) 
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No doubt the family friendship between the Tennants and 
Burns family continued when Burns was in Mount Oliphant. At 
any rate, when Burns's father died at Loch lea, Tarbolton, on. 13th 
February, 1784, John had been in Glenconner for about sixteen 
years, and on the morning of the funeral, he said to his son 
James, "They'll be wae and dowie at Lochlea the day. Tak' the 
pony and gang ower and help at the funeral." James required no 
second bidding, and took the pony to Lochlea some seven or 
eight miles away. The remains were conveyed from Lochlea to 
Alloway Kirkyard, a distance of 11 or 1 2 miles, a long walk for 
the mourners on a cold winter day. The cortt>ge consisted of 
two horses walking tandem with the coffin between them on poles, 
hearses not being then in use. The Glenconner pony, which 
arrived that same morning, was one of the two horses employed. 

When Burns started for Edinburgh from Mossgiel, on 27th 
November, 1786 (Currie is wrong in saying that Burns went on 
foot), he rode on a pony lent him by George Reid ("the chiel wi' 
a pickle siller,") of Barquharrie. George was then married to 
"Nancy,'' and therefore a son· in-law of "Glen's." Mr Reid not 
only lent Burns the pony, but sent word to a friend that he was 
coming, a Mr Prentice, farmer in Covington Mains, Biggar, about 
half~way to Edinburgh. He had also arranged with Mr Prentice 
to put Burns up for the night. Mr Prentice's son gives a glowing 
account of Burns's reception and entertainment on that memorable 
evening. Burns arrived at Edinburgh the next evening and sent 
the pony home a few days later with John Samson (probably 
Miller Samson), then in Ochiltree Mill. With him the Poet 
forwarded the following letter, which tells how he was enter· 
tained :-

"Edinburgh, 29th November, 1786. 
"To Mr George Reid, i3arquharrie- · 

"My Dear Sir,-John Samson begged your pownie in such a manner, 
seconded by Mr Dalrymple of Orangefield, that I hope you will forgive m}' 
not returning it by the carrier. I left Mr Prentice's on Monday night. There 
was a most agreeable little party in the evening ; a Mr Lang, a dainty body 
of a clergyman; a Mr and Mrs Stodart-a glorious fellow, with a still more 
glorious wife, with whom I breakfasted, along with Mr Prentice, next 
morning. For Mr Prentice no words can do him justice. Sound sterling 
sense, and plain warm hospitality are truly his." 
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We quote this letter in full to show how close was the 

intimacy between Burns and Mr Reid, " Glen'c.;" son-in-law. 

On 2oth December, 1786, Burns sent from Edinburgh to his 

old friend, "Glen," a little volume (now in possession of Sir 

Charles Tennant, Bart.) of less than 300 pages, entitled "Letters 

concerning the religion essential to man, etc." On the second 

page is the following in the poet's handwriting:-" A paltry 

present from Robert Burns--the Scotch Bard-to his own friend 

and his father's friend, John Tennant, in Glenconner, 2oth 

December, 1 786." 

On 19th April, of the following year, Burns sent from 

Edinburgh, "care of Mr Ronald, Mauchline, to Mr George Reid 

of Barquharrie," a parcel and letter, which states, "I have sent 

two copies of my book to you, one of them as a present to your

self, or rather to your wife; the other present in my name to Miss 

Jennie." The latter is in the possession of Sir Charles Tennant, 

Bart. 
After Burns's great success in Edinburgh, and when he 

contemplated taking a farm, it was "Old Glenconner" that he 

consulted in the matter. To him he wrote from Edinburgh :-

"7th February, 1788. 

" My Dear Friend,-! shall see you in eight or ten days, so shall 
1nerely make this a business letter. I go on my return home to take the 
decisive look of a farm near Dumfries, where, if you will do me the favour to 
accompany me, your judgment shall determine me." . . . "My best 
compliments to all your family and Mr Reid." 

On 25th February (supposed date) Burns went with "Glen

conner" to view Mr Miller's farms on the Nith. On 2nd March, 

he says in a letter to Clarinda, " I am thinking my farming 

scheme will yet hold. A worthy, intelligent farmer, my father's 

friend and my own, has been with me on the spot_; he thinks the 

bargain practicable. I am myself, on a more serious review of 

the lands, much better pleased with them." The following day, 

March 3rd, he writes to Mr William Cruikshank :-"I have just 

returned from Mr Miller's farm. The friend whom I told you I 

would take with me was highly pleased with the farm ; and as he 



Captain DAVID TENNANT. 
(1762-1839.) 

" 'the manly Tar my Mason-billie.11 

(From a mlniat<tre in possession of Ms nieee, ,Jfi•S Sloan, Helmsb1irult.) 
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is, without exception, the most intelligent farmer in the country, 

he has staggered me a good deal. I have two plans of life 

before me; I shall balance them to the best of my judgment, and 

fix on the most eligible." The same day he writes to Mr Robert 

Ainslie, "I am just returned from Mr Miller's fa1m. My old 

friend, whom I took with me, was highly pleased with the 

bargain, and advised me to accept of it. He is the most intelli
gent sensible farmer in the county." 

He writes to Mr Robert Muir, Kilmarnock :-" Mossgiel, 

7th March, 1788.-I took old Glenconner with me to Mr Miller's 
farm, and he was so pleased with it that I have wrote an offer to 

Mr l\Iiller, which, if he accepts, I shall sit down a plain farmer." 

Again, when settled in Ellisland, we find him still writing 

to John Tennant, Anchenbay, "Glen's" son, thanking him for a 

cask of whisky he had sent him, and. sending his "compliments 

to all the good folks in Glenconner and Barquharrie." 

It can easily be seen from these. excerpts the strong friendship 
which existed between the Poet and Glenconner and his family, 

and of which the famous epistle is the complement. There has 

been some discussion as to when and where the epistle was 

written, but it must have been written on or about r5th May, 

q86, from Mossgiel, and shortly after "Nancy married the chiel 

wi' a pickle siller." It is well known that Burns was in Mossgiel 

at this date, and Mauchline and neighbourhood have often "blae 

eastlin' winds" about that time of the year. About eighty years 

ago Mauchline Race (the last Thursday in April) could not be 

run on ~fossgiel Road, the snow having drifted so deeply on it. 

"Auchenbay's" first child, a daughter, was born on the date 

given, and it is said Burns was in Mauchline on that day or 

shortly before it, and had heard that a messenger had come in 

from Auchenbay farm, about three miles from Mauchline, in 

haste for a midwife, hence the reference. This reference can 

hardly apply to the next occasion of the same sort in "Auchen

bay's" household, when his wife gave birth to twins, January 2nd, 
q81), when Burns wa~ in Edinburgh and had been for a consider

abl(! time, a. :cl <lid nQt reside ;i,t Ellislar.d till 1 :;?th J une
1 
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1788. His "auld acquaintance Nancy" was· married not long 

before this, as he indicates, in 1785, and she died in 1787. 

Again, the minute book of St. James's Masonic Lodge, 
Tarbolton, contains the following in Burns's handwriting:-

"Tarbolton, Aug. r8th (1786). 

"This night the Lodge met, and James Tennant of Ochiltree having 
been recommended, was admitted accordingly. 

"ROBERT BURNS," D.M. 

We think the epistle must have been written before James 
Tennant became a "Mason-billie," or some Masonic reference 

might have been made to James as well as the manly tar. Tte 

term "brither sinner" in the opening line refers to something 

else, not masonry, and undoubtedly means "fellow sinner." 

Further, the reason for the epistle being written at all was the 

introducing of Johnnie Simson, a singing master, and soliciting his 
"comrade's" support, among. the Or.hiltree folks. 

It is said thatJames Tennant took up the matter so heartily 
and introduced Johnnie to so many folks in the district that a 

larger class was gathered together at that time than had ever been 
before in Ochiltre~. 

Chambers (Wallace's Edition, 1896), in discussing the other 

side of the question, says that thP. epistle was written after 1788: 

"It is generally understood that John Tennant did not enter the 
farm of Auchenb:iy until he had given up the · bu5iness of 
distiller. There is no doubt from a letter written by Burns from 

Ellisland in the end of 17 88 that the friend of his youth (John 

Tennant) was then in that business." Now this letter distinctly 
proves the opposite. It is addressed to Mr John Tennant, 

Auchenbay, and goes on to say that "should you commence 
Distiller again, this is the native barley country." This letter 

refers to the cask of whisky he sent to Burns, and from the high 
praise Burns gives it it must have been made years previously. 

John Tennant must have been in Auchenbay previous to 

ihis date, Burµs co4ld not have ~iven so com;ct a qescription of 



CHARLES TENNANT of St. Rollox. 
(1768-1838.) 

"An' no' forgetting 'Vabster Charlie 11 

(Fruin a large picture in posseesion of and by favour of Al eesi·s Charles Tmnant & Co. 
Glasgow.) 
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t• gl'lid auld Glen's" family had he not been in such dose 
intimacy with the members. 

We are now able to give the following, which corroborates 
our opinion that the epistle was written about 15th May, 1786 :
" Extracts from Records of Ochiltree Parish, lodged in Registry 
Office, Edinburgh. Jean, lawful daughter of John Tennant in 

Auchenbay, baptised May r8th, 1786." Margaret and Janet 
are registered as twins in same terms, January l4th, 1788. 

The epistle was published for the first time in Stewart's 
Edition (Glasgow) of Burns, in 1802, with other pieces hitherto 

unpubli~bed. Stewart was a cousin of John Richmond, Mauch
line, Burns's friend. Possibly it might be got from JamP.s 

Tennant, who was then in Ochiltree Mill through Richmond. 
Henley & Henderson. (1896) say it was published by Oliver, 
Edinburgh (1801), and Duncan, Glasgow, 1801, ":hich is wrong. 
Stewart and Duncan published their editions in many parts, 1801-
1802, Duncan's always following Stewart's. Duncan printed h.is 

title page with his first part, while Stewart printed his with his 
last part-hence the anonwly. Stewart gave it as "Letter to J-s 
T-t, Gl-nc-r." (The manuscript is supp'Jsed to be lost or 
destroyed.) 

In 1834, Allan Cunningham, in what Sc.ott Douglas calls 
"his ram-stam way of dealing with blanks, filling them up with
out enquiry, set the name down as Tait instead of Tennant." 
Hogg & Motherwell, 1834, have Tait in their editions, and many 
others also. Cunningham says Tait of Glenconner accompanied 
Burns to Nithsdale, and that "the persons referred to in the 
epistle "were of Glenconner's household ot his neighbours. The 
'manly tar' was probably Richard Brown." Hately Waddell, 
1867, says James Tennant (it was James's father) was an old 
friend of Burns, and assisted him to the choice of the farm of 

Ellisland. Chambers (Wallace, 1896), the mo~t complete edition 
of Burns ever published, says, "Singing Sannock" is understood 
to be Robert Tennant ( l 774-1841 ), sixth son of .Auld Glen by hi~ 
second wife. This is also wrong. We are pleased to be able to 
give the following information anent the individuals mentioned in 
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the epistle, which has been obtained from family records com
piled with great labour and care, and for most of which we have 

been indebted to Mr James Tennant, Hillend Gardens, Glasgow, 
grandson of Ja mes Tennant, "Comrade, dear." ·. 

John Tennant, "Guid Auld Glen,"bornatThe Mains, Bridgend
of-Doon, near Ailoway, 17 2 5, died at Glenconner, Ochiltret>, 18 lo, 

in his 85th year. He was factor for the Countess of Glencairn at 
Ochiltree from the end of 1768 till 1780. Was married three 
times. His first wife had three of a family, and his second six, at 
Laigh Corton, Alloway, and seven at Glenconner. His third 

wife had no family. Once, on being asked which of his wives he 
liked best, he replied that "if the first one had lived, I would 

never have looked for another." Burns was a constant visitor 
at. Glenconner, and often took the manuscript of his pieces to 

read them there. The family often spoke of the extraordinary 
power with which Burns read his poetry. Old "Glen'' was so 
affected by the reading of Burns that he begged him not to send 
copies of his verses, but to come and read them to him. We are 

nnable to give a portrait of "Glen," but his blood still runs in 
hundreds of descendants scattered all over the world. 

'James Tennant, the "Comrade, dear," to whom the epistle 
is addressed, then .in the farm ofGlenconner with his father, was the 
eldest surviving son of "Glen." Born at Laigh Corton, l 7 54, and 

died at Ochiltree l\iill, 1835. In 1793 he married Jean M'Latchie, 
first teacher of Lady Glencairn's school (the school house is 

still standing at the foot of the village of Ochiltree). James went 
into· the mill from Glenconner about the time he ·was married. 

He was a prominent man in the village. One of his many 
witticisms ~till told is that when a person who believed in ghosts 

was telling hilll about the wonders he had seen, replied, "I 
wonder how folk can see thae things in the dark. I have never 

been able to see them in braid daylight." (A native of Oclultree 
(William Paterson) used to tell that the last time he saw Burns 

was in Ochiltree Kirk, in Glenconner seat, in the front of 

the loft, with James Tennant.) He had four of a family, and two 
at least of his grandchildren are alive in Glasgow. .No portrait 

of Burns's " c;omrad,e" \s in. existence, 



ALEXANDER TENNANT, Cape Town 
(J 772-1814.) 

"Remember Singing Sannock. 11 

(From a miniature in possession of his great~grandson, llerc'l.tles 'l'e?tnant in, P.·etoria.) 
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REV. WILLIAM TENNANT, LL.D. (1758-1813). 

(Portrait at page 80.) 

He became a minister and went to India as Chaplain of the 
Forces. · He wrote "Indian Recreations." in three volumes, 
advocating the establishing of schools in India as the proper 
means to secure a sure foundation for the Christian religion 
there. His teaching has borne fruit in the· favourable condition 
of the moral and_ educational state of the people in that vast 
empire, a century after. He also wrote "Thoughts on the 
Effects of the British Government on the state of India,'' and a 
pamphlet, entitled, "A New Year's Gift to Mr Thomas Payne,' 
published in 1793. He was the eldest son of the second wife, 
and never married. He returned to Glenconner, and died there. 

JOHN TENNANT OF CREOCH (1760-1853). 

(Portrait at page 83.) 

Second son by the second wife. He was in the farm of 
Auchenbay at the time the epistle was written. Burns is said 
to have been at Mauchline and heard of a midwife being sent for, 
hence the reference to "lass or boy." He was a big, powerful man. 
Besides farming, he tried shipbuilding and distilling. He bought 
the estate of Creoch, Ochiltree, in 1813, from Sir Alexander Don, 
when the Ochiltree estates were sold_ He was first in Auchen
bay, next Shields, St. Quivox Parish, then Girvan Mains, Parish 
of Girvan, all of which he farmed successfully. Creach remained 
in possession of the family for many years, and was sold by one of 
his descendants. ".\leg the Mither" was Margaret Colville, his 
wife, whom he married in 1785. She died in 1823. He died at 
Broomfield, Ayr. He had a large family, and his descendants 
are scattered all over the world. 

CAPTAIN DAVID TENNANT (1762-1839). 

(Portrait at page 86.) 

Third son by the second wife. He entered the Merchant 

~yrvice~ afterw\\rds_ distin&uish~Q h~mself iµ rrivateerin~, and had \ 
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his right. hand shot off durmg an engagement wjth a J!rench 
man-of-war. He was offered knighthood by George IV., but 

declined. Afterwards, when visiting Ochiltree, his brother. asked 

him "why he had refused the honour," when he said, "'Deed, 
Jamie, I just considered it little better than a nickname." A 

reply quite like the "Billie" of a man like Burns. He died at 

Swansea. His wife had no family, and survived him many years. 

CHARLES TENNANT OF ST. ROLLOX (1768-1838). 

(Portrait at jafe 89. ) 

He was the fourth son by the second wife, and the last of 
the family born at Laigh Corton, before his parents removed to 

Glenconner. He was in his seventeenth year when the epistle 
was written. The most noted of the family, we regret we are 
only able to give a very short account of him here. Indentured 
and served his time as a weaver at Kilbarcban, then .one of the 

most highly paid trades. At the end of his apprenticeship he 
turned his attention to the then tedious process of bleaching, and 
started business in that line at Darnley, in the parish of Eastwood. 
His attention to business there drew the notice of a neighbouring 

gentleman, who invited him to his house, where he became 
acquainted with his daughter, whom he afterwards married. The 
lady was Margaret Wilson, daughter of William Wilson of 
Thornley, Abbey Parish, Paisley. 

By indefatigable perseverance and energy, conjoined with 
brains, he patented in 1798 a process for making bleaching 
liquor, and two years later for bleaching powder. Hitherto it had 
taken about a year to bleach cloth, and by his patents he reduced 
it to a few days. 

With some three or four gentlemen, he, about the year 1798, 
started the St. Rollox Chemical Works, which he afterwards 
acquired, increasing the business to a great national industry. 
He died suddenly in his house in West George Street, Gla<gow, 
in 1838, and was succeeded by his sons, John and Charles. 
John s4rvived Charles, and a.fter him, John's son, Charles, nmy 

--·- -·" '-'i"'··~-----::::;;;:;;::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; ________________ _ 
---:..~ 



OEOROE REID. Barquharrle, 
(1762·1838.) 

"A guid cplel wi' a pickle siller," whose wile, AQ,Es TEN "AN'r (1i64-178i), 
was Burne's "auld a.cqua.intancti Na.ncy. '1 

(J?rom an oil painti119 in possllSsion of his g1·eat·nrand-daughter, ;JI iss Eliza Sloan, 
· · · El el1J1uburgh.) 
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Sir Charles Tennant, Bart., became chief, and is still the principal 
partner. Sir Charles possesses the family probity and energy in a 
high degree, and until recently took an active part as chairman 
or director of innumerable companies and undertakings, nearly all 
of which. have been highly successful. He was also, till a few 
years ago, M.P. for Peeblesshire. He has just entered his 83rd 
year, and it is to be hoped that he may be long spared to enjoy 
his partial retirement from the many worthy and onerous duties 
hP. was wont to perform, and long retain the esteem of the citizens 
of Glasgow, for whom he and his forefathers have done so much. 

He possesses some valuable relics and manuscripts of Burns, 
and has ever a warm side to all things pertaining to the Poet's 
memory. Of his numerous family, he has one son, M.P. for 
Berwickshire, Mr Harold J. Tennant, a daughter married to Lord 
Ribblesdale, and another to the Right Hon. H. H. Asquith, M.P., 
and these, with Mrs H. J. Tennant, are among the best known 
figures in London Society at the present time. His late daughter, 
Octavia Laura, was first wife of the Hon. Alfred Lyttleton, for 
some time Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

ALEXANDER TENNANT (1772-1814). 
(Portrait at page 92.) 

"Singing Sannock" in early life went to Cape Colony, was 
married and had six of a family. One of his sons, Hercules Tennant, 
was Civil Commissioner of Uitenhage, Cape Colony. Hercules 
Tennant's son, Sir David Tennant, K.C.M.G .. 1892, was Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly, Cape Colony, 1874-1896, and Agent
General in London for Cape Colony, 1896-1901. He was born 
loth Jan., 1829; died in London 29th March, 1905. Alexander 
Tennant has many descendants in South Africa. 

GEORGE REID, BARQUHARIE (1762-1838). 
(Portrait at page 95•) 

It was George Reid who lent Burns his pony to ride to 
Edinburgh in 1786 from Mossgiel, and arranged for him to 
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break his journey at Covington-Mains, Biggar. Mr Reid married 

Agnes (eldest daughter of Glenconner's second wife) in 1785; she 

died, 1787. It is shown in the epistle that she was alive when it 

was written. She left two infant daughters, and a descendant 
lives in Helensburgh. 

"Cousm KATE" was Katherine, a daughter of Alexander 

Tennant, Baxter, Ayr, by his wife, Sarah M'Clemont. He was a 

younger brother of Glenconner's. "Kate" was born in 1764, 

was unmarried, died at Ayr, 1855, aged 91 years. 

"S1sTJm JANET " was Janet Tennant, second daughter of 
Glenconner. Born at Laigh Corton, 1766, married Mr Andrew 

Paterson of Ayr, and died there in 1843, leaving a large family. 
She has descendants in Ayr. 

A large picture of "Charles Tennant" of St. Rollox, 

"Wabster Charlie," has been presented to __ the Burns Memorial, 

Mauchline, by favour of Messrs Charles Tennant & Co., Glasgow, 

and also the original photos of the above six pictures in a large 

frame by Mr James Tennant, Hill-end Gardens, Glasgow, grand

son of Ja mes Tennant, to whom the epistle was written. Both 

of these prescntations were specially prepared for the Burns 
~le111orial, l\buchlinc. 

THOl\L\S T(ILLIN. 
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ROBERT FORD 

I T is with sincere regret that we record the "falling out " from 
the ranks of Scottish litterateurs another veteran whose name 

was widely known, and as widely loved and honoured, not alone 
for his work's sake, but for the charm and fascination which every 
one felt who had the privilege and honour of his personal friend
ship. Last year it was Sir William Allan, a loyal and sturdy Scot 
and poet to boot. Nm~ it is his lea! and intimate friend, Mr 
Robert Ford, whose admirable contributions to our national 
literature are worthy of the warmest recognition. 

Mr Ford's death, after a painful illness of three or four 
months' duration, took place at his home, Onslow Drive, Glasgo1Y, 
on Saturday, 28th October, and on Tuesday, the 3rst, at Sandy
m~unt Cemetery, in the presence of a large and representative 
gathering of sorrowing friends and relatives, all that was mortal of 
him was reverently laid to rest. Peace to his ashes, and over 
them may there soon rise a lasting, substantial, and worthy 
eJ(pression of the loving regard in which he was held by thousands 
of loyal Scots in all parts of our empire. 

Mr Ford was born at the village of Wolfhill, in the parish of 
Cargill, Pei tbhire, on r 8th July, 1846. Like Ramsay, Fergusson, 
Burns, Allan Cunninghaw, and other~ '~ho have shed nnfading 
lustre upon the literature of their native land, he had practically 
to face the battle of life alone, sup~orted only by that manly, 
independent, and hopeful spirit which overcame difficulties which 
would have daunted a weaker, and less self-reliant nature. He was 
the worthy son of a worthy sire, for whom he ever ret::iined a pro
found respect, and the memory of his mother was to him a sacred 
and fragrant thing throughout all the years of his life. He began 
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his education at the local parish school, and in boyhood was 

employed as a herd-faddie. His diligence as a student even then 

and in after years, amid .the din and bustle of city life, is evident 
from the rieh store of knowledge, gleaned from many fields, which 
is revealed ill his works. When seventeen years of age, Mr Ford 

went to Dundee, where he obtained an engagement as clerk in 
the office of a well-known firm of jute-spinners. While there, he 
began his literary career by contributing to the local press humor

ous sketches in the vernacular, both in prose and verse; and 
wherever these excellent and popular weeklies, The People's 

Friend and The People's Journal, were read, the name of Ford 
soon became a household word. In 187 4, he removed to 

Glasgow, entering the service of Messrs J. & W. Campbell & Co., 
where he held a responsible post in their despatch department 

till the date of his death. It was during these years of 
faithful and exacting service that the more important part of 
his literary work was accomplished, and verily the result of his 

steady, patient, persistent plodding is marvellous. The daily darg 
done, he hastened home to his beloved books,. there to dig deep 

into the lore of the forgotten past, bringing to light gems of legend, 
song, and story, which he re-set and polished for the general profit 

and delectation. Such works as Auld Scots Ballants, Vagabond 
Songs and Ballads, Song Hist?ries, etc., bear witness to his efforts 
in this direction; while his .Rhymes, Games, and Sonf!.S fvr Chil
dren, Ballads of Bairnhood_:_this last containing some nursery 

songs of his own composition-give ample evidence of his kindly 

nature, and his warm, tender sympathy with the young. Amongst 

his works, special mention must be made of his Thistledown, a 
collection of Scottish anecdotes, which vies in popularity with that 
older and widely known work, Dean Ramsay's Reminis,·en:es. · 
Two excellent editions also of Burns'~ works, with valuable notes 

and introductions, stand to his credit, and not only bear eloquent 

testimony to his. diligence and erudition as a Burns scholar; but 
also to his sincere love and admiration for our National Bard. 
A posthumous volume, Ballads of Babyland, has just been 

issued,·and another, The lleroines of Burns, we look forward to 
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with justifiable expectation. Scott also shared his love and 
reverence, and, prior to his illness, he was busily engaged on an 
edition of that great soul's poetical works. As a poet also, Mr 
Ford has made a reputation. His two volumes of original verse, 
Hamespun Lays and Lyrics and Tayside Songs, instinct with the 
fire and fervour of genuine poet~c feeling, entitle him to rank in 
no mean place among our Scottish Bards ; while his generous and 
large-hearted sympathy with his fellow-bards led him to the 
compilation of the Harp ef Perthshire, a goodly anthology of local 
verse, and to the editing of delightful editions of the complete 
works of Alexander Rodger, Robert Fergusson, and William 
Miller, laureate of the nursery. 

Mr Ford's reputation as a platform speaker, reciter, and 
lecturer, was widely acknowledged, both at hume and abroad, and 
repeated invitations to undertake lecturing tours in the Stat.es and 
Car.ada had been received by him; but these he consistently 
refused. As a friend, Mr Ford was most lovable and sincere; In 
his nature there was a rare and exceptionally rich vein of humour. 
As a teller of Scottish story or anecdote, he was inimitable. To 
those who had the privilege of listening to him, his charming 
Doric, racy, pawky ·style, and suggestive gesture were simply 
irresistible. But, after all, his humour was but the surface-play of 
a spirit of profound and tender feeling, nnd only his more intimate 
friends knew how deep and true and ·tender were the under-flowing 
currents of sympathy and good-will, characteristic of his emotional 
nature. 

Mr Ford was a member of the Glasgow Ballad Club, and 
a close friend of its gifted founder, i\fr William Freeland, also of 
the Sir Walter Scott Club; and also Honorary President of the 
Barlinnie Burns Club. While associ:ited with numerous other 
clubs, he identified himself in a very special way with the 
Bridgeton and Rosebery Burns Clubs, at whose meetings his 
virile, breezy personality will be sadly missed. And yet this 
genial and gifted man was at all times exceptionally modest and 
unassuming. Space forbids further enumeration of his virtues 
and accomplishrnents, but this can be said in all verity and with 

-_ __.;,-,/h'""'~~"""'======== ..... ---------------



r 
101 

deepest conviction-that we-those of the older generation-will 
never look upon his like again. 

Strike saft, ye Bards, the Doric lyre; 
A moumfu' strain its strings befits, 

For dule rides on the frosty wind, 
A shadow by our ingle sils-

A shadow sombre, dark, an' dread, 
Whase cauld, chill look nips a' our mirth 

Like some snell blast that autumn's flo' ers 
U pshrivels in the hour o' birth. 

Ae harp that aince rang true an' clear, 
Its strings, now broken, hapless lies ; 

Ae reed whase sound. a soul revealed 
Now tuneless marks how vain our sighs. 

We mourn sincere-we· miss fo' sair 
The Efird wha owned that harp sae sweet, 

Wha breathed his soul into that reed-
Alas ? nae mair on earth we'll meet. 

Fate stronger than our love hath borne 
Far frae our ken the spirit brave 

That in its routh o' friendship's wealth 
A largess rich to a' out gave. 

The kindly wit, the pawky smile, 
The couthie word, the gen'rous deed

What were they but. the fruitage fair 
That sprang frae love's deep-rooted seed? 

A Scot o' Scots ! nane worthier won 
Auld Scotia's mither-love an pride ; 

Nane harder wrocht wi' heart an' pen 
To spread her lore baith far an' wide. 

Dear to his soul her hills an' hens, 
Wild-haunted glens an valleys fair, 

Her host o' Bards an' heroes strong 
That crowned her wi' a glory rare. 

But now for aye the buik is closed, 
The story tauld, the last sang sung ; 

An' mists o' wae shroud ilka heart, 
IM< heart that lo'es the Doric tongue. 

In lands afar, 'mang Scotsmen leal, 
The sigh will rise, the sorrow spread, 

An' winds the worcls breathed low will hear
" Alas ! alas ! dear Ford is dead." 

JAME$ \V;\LSH, 
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THE \i\TEST HIGHLAND TOUR AND 

HIGHLAND MARY. 

T HERE are two mysterie:; in the life of Burns. The first 
is Highland Mary, and the second his Tour to the 

Western Highlands, and some people think them closely 
related. 

THE HIGHLAND JOURNEY. 

The first notice of Burns is at Inveraray. A Dr Grierson 

seems to have been his companion. They arrived at the wrong 
moment. The inn people and the Castle people seem to have. 
been too buqy to attend to Burns. Burns grew savage and wrote 

with his dilmond ring (a gift of the En! of Glenca:rn) the lines 
on Highland scab, pride, and hunger. Two versions are given of 
these. Dr Grierson saw him write them, but his version was 
followed by another. Coming to Lochlong with the Inveraray 
reception rankling in his heart, he wrote to his friend, Ainslie, 

about the savage mountains, stream5, and people, but forgot to 
mention the savage poet. 

The Duke of Argyll, the Duchess, and the Marquis of Lorne 
were subscribers to his volume of poems. just published. 

From Arrochar to Tarbet, on Loch Lamond, is only some 
two miles. He wrote a poem on the innkeeper's daughter at the 
latter place-Mi5s M'Lauchl.:rn was her n 11ne. On Lochfyneside 
and Lochlong5ide everything had been savage, but now all is 

ch~nged. The sunshine of ladies' a.nd gentlemen's favour has 
burst out and broken up the clouds of gloom that enveloped 
him. The time had come for him to write his "Hi:;hland 
\Velcome," as he now experienced it. At Bannachra, near Loch 
Lomond, he had, if not all he wanted, at least what be most 
relished-contact wjth genial and great souls. The ladies sang 
Scot's songs like angels, and the company danced Scots reels 

I\ 
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till three o'clock in the morning; All the company at sunrise 
came out to worship the god of day as he came up over the lofty 
Ben Lomond. Burns and the_ men continued drinking till an 
early hour, when they took a much-needed, though short, rest. 
Dr Grierson, whoever he was, gives the names of the ladies and 
gentlemen, and the subscribers' list in the Edinburgh Edition of 
the Poems of Burns, published two months before this, corro
borates his statement. 

After spending some time in sailing on Loch Lomond, like 
Dr Johnson and Boswell 14 years before this, they dined at a 
gentleman's residence. This, I think, must have been Cameron 
House, the seat of the Smolletts, and not Arden. 

No writer, so far as I know, has connected the Border Tour 
with the West Highland Tour. There is, however, a very strong 
link between the two. Mrs Smollett was a grand-daughter of the 
Earl of Eglinton. The Earl who, like his father, seems to have 
been fonder of wit than of wine, subscribed for 42 copies of the. 
Edinburgh Edition of the Poems. At the darkest and most 
hopeless period of his life the favour of the Earl shone upon him. 
Burns wrote to the Earl, expressing his gratitude, in January, 
1787, a few months before this visit. Now, the mother_ of Mrs 
Smollett was Miss Renton, and Miss Renton was Susan Mont
gomerie, daughter of the Earl of Eglinton. Mrs Smollett's 
maiden name was Cecilia Renton. He had received an invita
tion to Mr Renton's house of Lamerton, at Mordington, Berwick, 
and we know that he accepted it. Mr Renton was also a 
subscriber, and what is more likely than that a visit to his friends 
at Loch Lomond was suggested by him to the Poet ! But, more 
than that, Tobias George Smollett, grandson of Mrs Smollett, 
was also a subscriber. The Smollett family, in-eluding Mr 
Renton and the Earl, represented 45 subscriptions. Four sub
scriptions from Renton, or rather from the Print Works of 
Cordale & Dalquhurn, and r3 from Dumbarton, made 62 in all. 
I think three should be credited to the Colquhouns of Luss (not 
Sir James himself), two to the Smolletts, four to Renton, and 
thirteen to Dumbarton, in all twenty copies between Luss and 
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Dumbarton. The subscriber, "Major Colquhoun," must have 
been Sir J ames's military son, William. 

This powerful patronage of Burns, the existence of which 1s 
undoubted, is strangely left out in all accounts I have seen of 
this Western journey. 

One recent and able writer tries to account for the Loch 
Lamond gentry's reception by the reference Burns makes to a 
Mr Kennedy in a letter to Mr M'Aulay, which was written after 
this period when Burns was a married man. Mr Kennedy, of 

Dumfries House, a great friend of Burns, was appointed factor to 
the Earl of Breadalbane but too late, as Burns's own letters to 
Dumfries House show, to introduce Burns to them. A Mr 

Kennedy,.Dumbarton, was among the subscribers, and it is more 
likely that he is the individual referred to. 

Again, one cannot conceive of Burns being in Mr Renton's 
house for ever so short a period without a talk about Smollett, 
the novelist. All Smollett's works would be in his library. 

While at Irvine, Burns had read a volume of Smollett's, Ferdinand, 

Count Fathom, and had conversed with Dr Blacklock on 
Smollett's Tears of Scotland, and his Ode to Independence. He 
remembered afterwards . how the Doctor spoke of Smollett's 
great originality in these poems. Burns long afterwards presented 
a volume ofSmollett's Works to Dumfries Library. 

Further, in coming from Bannachra he would pass Arden'· 
(Mr James Lumsden's), Achanheglish (Colo11el Brock's), whose 
sisters lived at Bannach ra, . Auchendenan (.\fr Chrystal's ), and 
then Cameron House (Mr Smollett's). The road went along tlrn 
shore. Enter the north lodge of Cameron Hou,e, ;md proceed till 
you come to the south lodge, and you will traverse the very road 
Burns travelled after the enjoyable evening at Bannachra. lt i:J 
impossible, therefore, .to believe that he came so near the house 
of Mr Renton's friends without calling upon them. 

Two horsemen start from Cameron House \\·ith Burns. 
They have, at that period, still a half-mile· to go along the shore 
before the road diverges from the loch at or near \Vuodside. 
These two horsemen would probably be Major Wm. Colquhoun 
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and Tobias George Smollett. Their duty would be to pass Burns 
on to Mr M'Aulay ofLevengrove, Dumbarton. 

After a long talk about Tobias and his works, they start 
their journey. A bare-footed, bare-headed horseman passes 
Burns on a bare-backed horse, innocent of man's inventions 
in the way of harness. Burns accepts it as a challenge, and 
follows on "Jenny Geddes" at full speed. The kilted Celt, his 
horse having suddenly swerved, fell into a well-trimmed hedge, 
and Burns landed between the fallen horse and the mare. "Jenny 
Geddes," no doubt, saved her master as best she could in rising; 
burin a cut and bruised condition, Burns appears in Renton by 
way of the main street of Alexandria. We infer this, because, first, 
no bridge across thP. Leven was then in existence, either at Balloch 
or Bonhill; second, he did not need to cross the Leven to get to 
Mr M'Aulay's of Levengrove; third, he had probably four sub
scribers at Renton-certainly three. James Stirling I reckon to 
be the fourth. Burns is standing, with his cuts and bruises, 
looking at the monument to Dr Tobias Smollett. Four of Burns's 
subscribers are not far off, for the news of the Poet's arrival has 
spread. They and others stand respectfully aside. The story of 
the cuts and bruises is being told when Mr M_'Aulay, his next 
host arrives on the scene. The monument was erected in 177 3-
74. The stone is ash-grey sandstone, hard as whin, or even flint. 
Portpatrick Harbour Commissioners had heard of its qualities, and 
Ja mes Anderson, a mason, came from Ardrossan to work the 
stone; This James Anderson was married to Anne Campbell, 
Highland ~1ary's sister. 

Had Burns come back to life and visited Renton about 
r827 he might have gone to church taking with him the Bible he 
once gave to Highland Mary. He might also have got a smell 
out of her scent bottle, and sat in the pew with Mary Anderson, 
the very picture of his lost love. He might have handled 
reverently a lock of Highand Mary's dark red hair, and then 
slept all night under a white honey-comb mat that once belonged 
to her, for all these relics were in the possession of the Andersons. 
The travellers now arrive at Dumb:uton. Burns had fourteen 

14 



i :~ 
I 
i '~ 
i, 
1:'. 

1·, 
i'• 

!: 
tf 
i( 

I: 
i)' 
I~ 
i 

! 

10G 

subscribers in the town, and he was the honoured guest of a very 
al-ile and honourable lawyer, John M'Aulay, town clerk and 
collector of taxes. The story of his being made a burgess and of 
his name being erased from the roll may have some truth in it. 
Burns had lampooned the Rev. Mr Oliphant in the poem "The 
Ordination." "But Oliphant aft made her yell" was penned only 
the year before. His strong voice, therefore, perhaps yelled down 
Burns from the pulpit to such an extent that his name was erased 
from the Burgess Roll. The rev. gentleman, it will readily be 
believed, was not a subscriber. 

Burns very likely left Dumbarton for Greenock. At Drn:ir 
buck Ford (site of Donnelly's Crannog) the water was only three 
feet deep at ebb tide, as Mr Watt found only a few years before. 
Mr John Taylor, in the Li1Jerpool Mermry (May 29th, 1847), says 
Burns was discovered in Paisley by means of his portrait by one 
of his subscribers. The qnestion is, Did he go straight to 
Kilmarnock or did he come from Greenock to Paisley? Accord
ing to Chambers he visited Highland Mary's mother in Greenock. 
The Bible, letters, and poems were then all in Greenock, and 
Burns would have done anything, no doubt, to secure them. He 
had not got over, even years after this, his desire to shield 
Highland Mary from the world's criticism. Mr John Kerr, 
writer, Glasgow, says Burns wrote to Highland Mary's father for 
some little memorial of her, even a handkerchief, but got no 
reply. The opposition of Mr Oliphant and the circulation of 
"The Merry Muses" in Cordale Works (Mr Miller tells me these 
facts) did much to keep in the background the Poet's connection 
with Renton, slight though it was, and I consider it extremely 
unfortunate that the unanswerable defence of the Poet, in connec
tion with the authorship of the ribald volume mentioned, by my 
friend and schoolfellow, the editor of the Chronicle, was not 
published half a century earlier. 

THE CAlllPBELLS. 

The following are a few facts I have been enabled to collect: 
~A,rc;hibald Campbell, Daling ; A12nes Campbell, · Auchamore;, 
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both of Dunoon. Cries put in June l9th, 1162. Mary, born 

1763. Robert, her eldest brother, born afterwards. In 1773, the 

family removed to Campbeltown. In 1774, Anne, Highland 
Mary's only sister, was born. The whole family consisted of two 

sons and two daughters-Mary, Robert, Archibald, Anne. Robert 
and Archibald escaped from the press gang on the coast of Ireland. 

One of them, a great big fellow, married the wee Irish girl who hid 
them till the danger passed. 

In 1786, Highland Mary was solemnly betrothed to Robert 
Burns, and she died in the autumn of that year. Archibald Cam1;
bell died in 1817, and Robert in 1821 j Mrs Campbell, Highlancl 
Mary's mother, died in 1828; Anne, Mrs Anderson, diecl 

in 1824; and James Anderson, her hu;band, died in 1828. Anne 

Campbell married James Anderson, August 6th, 1192 ; he left her 

in Ardrossan and came to Renton with Mary, his eldest daughter, 
as house-keeper. His sons, who were also masons, came with 

him. Anne, the youngest, stayed in Ardrossan with her mother. 

I give this on the authority of her daughter. The son of Archi

bald Campbell, also an Archibald, went to Ardrossan to his aunt 

Anne, in 1817, when his father died, and stayed there two years 

till 1819. From 1819 to 1824, Anne may have been in Renton. 
My aunt remembered a Mrs James Anderson, as my notes, taken 

some years ago, inform me. She kept a grocer's shop, was cross
eyed, and personally unattractive. If this was really Anne, 

Highland Mary's sister, it is very interesting; but she may ha\·e 

been her son James's wife. In 1824, when she died, my aunt 
would be about fourteen years of age. 

The family of Anne Campbell and James Anderson consisted 

of James, William, Robert, John, Archibald, Mary, and Anne, 
according to my informant who is Anne's daughter. James 
I know nothing of, save that he was a mason, like William, 

Robert, and John. Archibald was a carpenter. John was a 
soldier, and went to the West Indies. Atchib::tld went there to 

find him, but rigid search left him unfound. Robert married, my 
aunt told me, Elizabeth Bickett, a mild-featured, bonnie woman. 

His wife, accompanied by her daughter Mary, came to Renton_ 
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when a widow to get work at the Cordale Factory, Anne 
Anderson being the manager's wife. I remember them well. 
They were next-door neighbours, and I write this in the house 
they li\'ed in. They both went to America. Mrs Anderson's 
daughter Mary is now Mrs Kilgour. 

In 1826, two years after Anne's death, Mrs Campbell, 
Highland Mary's mother, became chargeable and remained for 
two years on the poor's roll of the old parish, Greenock. Mr 
John Kerr gives extracts to prove this. The church deacons 
took Mrs Campbell's effects as their hypothec. Mr Archibald, a 
teacher in Largs, offered them £ 10 for the hypothec, thinking, 
as he had heard, that Mary's Bible was among her effects. Anne 
had got the two volumes in 18 r 6, twelve years before. Before 
she died she gave them to her two daughters, Mary and Anne. 
They were only to be sold inside the family, and each volume, 
valued at £s, was to buy them on their marriage a chest.of 
drawers. The two sisters were married after the death of their 
father in 1828-Mary to Tom Robertson, who lived opposite us 
within my memory, and Anne, to Mr Matthew Turnbull, in my 
time manager of the Cordale Print Works, and afterwards of 
Cordale Cottage, Rothesay. 

Highland Mary for ever remains as the inspirer of Burns at 
his best, and so is linked to him eternally; and whoever seeks to 
defile this ideal maiden deserves the reprobation of all pure
minded men and women. 

,' ~"" 

ALLAN BAYNE. 
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THE AULD BRIG O' AYR. 

T HIS year is marked in the annals of Burnsiana by the 
threatened destruction of the Auld Brig o' Ayr. For 

many years the structure has been in a perilous condition, the 
piers having become undermined, and some of the arches showing 
signs of impending collapse. After several ineffective attempts 
at repair, the Town Council of Ayr became convinced that prompt 
measures required to be taken if the bridge was to be prevented 
from falling into utter ruin; and they, therefore, resolved to 
engage the services of competent professional men to advise them 
as to what ought to be done in the circumstances. It was on the 
receipt of these engineering reports that the general public were 
first informed of the actual state of matters, and what followed is 

perhaps best told by a summary of what appeared in the news
papen of that date. 

CLOSING OF "AuLJ) BRIG o'_ AvR" - DECLARED TO BE UNSAFE. 

The historic " Auld Brig o' Ayr" . wa, closed to traffic in the summer of 
this year by the stationing of police constables at either end of the bridge, and 
wooden barricades run up at both ends. This step was taken in the interests 
of public safety by the Town Surveyor, Mr John Young, after consultation 
with the members of the Dean of Guild Court, as the result of a: telegram 
received from Mr Hall Blyth, C. E., Edinburgh, who had examined the bridge 
on instructions from the Corporation. It is well known that from time to time 
for a lengthened period of years the condition of the venerable structure has 
given rise to grave apprehensions, but the authorities have always managed to 
tide over the threatened collapse by repairs of a more or less temporary charac
ter. · During the past winter the process of decay has been accentuated, and 
reports obtained by the Town Council from the Burgh Surveyor, and Mr John 
Eaglesham, C.E., Ayr, have shown that the south pier and arch were in 
imminent danger of collapse. Before finally deciding as to the steps to be 
taken for the preservation of the structure the· Council resolved to obtain a 
report from an outside engineer, and the services of Mr Blyth were obtained. 
Mr Blyth visited Ayr a fortnight ago, and during last week two of his assistants 
made a further examination of the bridge, the· result ·of which was that a 
telegraphic communication was received from Mr Blyth, stating that he con· 

. sidered the bridge unsafe, and advising the Council to close it. 
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!n his recent interesting and exhaustive report, Mr Eaglesham referred to 
the traditional elate of the erection of the bridge, 1232, but was of opinion that 
if that date were correct, it was doubtful if any of the original masonry existed 
in' the present bridge, though not improbably the timber platforms under the 
foundations of the piers may have existed from the date of the earliest bridge. 
It is known that the northmost arch fell, and was re-erected about a hundred 
years ago. The town records show that the upkeep and frequent renewals of 
the bridge engaged the attention of the authorities periodically. By a charter 
dated 1236, there was a grant to the burgh for the upkeep of the bridge and 
other purposes of the fishings of the Rivers Doan and Ayr ; and in 14()1 the 
bridge was said to have been under repair when James IV. passed through Ayr 
on his way to Whitham, and there are several subsequent references to the 
repairs of the bridge. About 1868 it appears to have been in a very dilapidated 
state, and extensive repairs were then carried out. In 1884 the Town Council 
spent about £100.in repairing it. Again, in 1894, a large sum was laid out in 
its repair. But it soon became apparent that the permanent stability of the 
bridge had not been secured thereby. 

It may be recalled that the Council are at present engaged in a litigation 
in the Court of Session with a view to securing the use of funds amounting to 
f, 10,000, left by a citizen of Ayr, for the rebuilding of the bridge. 

LORD ROSEBERY AND AYR OLD BRIDGE. 

At Ayr Town Council meeting on August l4th, a 1J1inute of the Works 
Committee of date August 9th concerning the Auld Brig was submitted and 
approved. The minute stated that Provost Allan read a letter from Mr R. A. 
Oswald of Auchencruive, Convener of Ayrshire, enclosing a copy letter which 
he had received from Lord Rosebery, which was also read to the meeting. 
These letters, the minute proceeded, inferred that their writers had in view 
engineers of eminence who, they thought, could preserve the bridge. Council
lor J. B. Ferguson, seconded by Councillor Speir, moved that a reply be sent 
to these letters, and to the letter of the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings of June 16th, 1905, to the effect that the Corporation would give 
every facility to any engineers whom they cared to employ to examine the 
bridge, and would be happy to consider their report. Bailie Allan, seconded 
by Bailie Niven, moved as an amendment the previous question. The motion 
was carried by I l votes to 4. It was agreed to minute that the course above 
adopted did not infe( revocation of the Council's former resolution to rebuild 
the bridge, and that the work of preparing plans, etc., for the rebuilding was 
to go on. Lord Rosebery's letter was as follows :-

"DURDANS, EPSOM, July zoth, 1905. 

"My dear Oswald;-There is a terrible rumour current that the Auld 
Brig of Ayr is to be <lemolished, and I cannot help writing to you, as an Ayr
shire man, to ask if such a calamity cannot be averted. It is very likely true 
that the bridge has been condemned. But in these days the resources of 
engineering are immense, and equal, I cannot doubt, to preserving a structure 
which is almost sacred. What the Town Council require 'is not a competent 
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engineer to condemn, but a competent engineer to preserve, and I cannot 
believe that such a man cannot be found. Unless the world can be convinced 
that by no means is preservation possible, it will judge destruction with unani
mous condemnation. For this is not a matter for Scotland alone. The 
worship of Bums has extended to all lands. No one knows better than 
yourself how great is the throng of idolators that visit Burns's land from every 
part of the universe. I am sure the Town Council of Ayr is loyally conscious 
of all this. But I do nol feel sure thal they have exhausted the resources of 
civilization to preserve the bridge, and I would urge you 'to respectfully press 
upon them, in the name of Burns and its traditions, not to contemplate recon
struction until preservation is proved to be impossible.-Yours very sincerely, 

(Sgd.) "ROSEBERY." 

TOWN COUNCIL'S REPLY. 

The reply of Ayr Town Council to Lord Rosebery's appeal for the pre
servation of the Auld Brig of Ayr, which has been sent to the Convener of the 
County of Ayrshire, reads as follows:-

AYR, r4th August, 1905. 

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 2rst ulto. to Provost Allan, and Lord Rosebery's 
letter to ynu of 2oth ulto., were laid before the Works Committee, which com
prises the whole Council, at their.meeting on 9th inst. 

The majority of the Committee were of opinion that, with every desire to 
preserve the "Auld Brig" intact, the advice of the experts consulted, amongst 
whom were Mr Hall Blyth, C. E., and Sir William Arrol, left no alternative 
to proceeding in the way already resolved on by the 'council. 

The preliminary work .in connection with this procedure has been in 
progress for several months, though so far the structure has not been 
touched. The Committee do not see their way to .stop this preliminary work 
at present, as the matter is, in their opinion, urgent; but they do not anticipate 
that work will begin on the structure for several weeks. yet-say, befote 15th 
September. 

Recognising as they have always done the wide inleres\ connected with 
the "Auld Brig," they will .give most careful consideration to any alternative 
scheme of procedure which may be put before them by re,ponsible persons, 
and they accordingly resolved (by a majority) tCJ intimate lo you (for commun!
cation to Lord Rosebery) and to the Association for Preservation of Ancient 
:lfonuments, whose secretary has made a similar representation, that they 
would be happy to afford to any experts selected by therit, or either of them, 
every facility for inspecting the ."Auld Brig," and to put at their disposal all 
the reports and information in their hands, and to give the fulle;t consideration 
Lo any proposal of a practical nature which, after such inspection, they may 
desire to submit to the Council. 

It must be clearly understood that if any such reports are to be made, 
the matter must be taken in hand at once, as after work ha~ begun on the 
structure, it will be too late to make any change in the operati6ns proposed. 
It must also be clearly understood that the Corporation of Ayr are not respon
~ible for any expenses whic:h may be incu~red in ohtainin~ any such reports, 
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I enclose a copy of this letter,. that you may forward it to Lord Rosebery, 
and. I am sending a similar copy to Mr Thackeray Turner.-! am, yours faith·.: 
fully, 

P. A. THOMSON, Town Clerk. 

R. A. Oswald, Esq., of Auchencruive, Ayr.' 

These communications roused the most lively interest in 
Burns circles, . and, at an . informal meeting of the Executive of 
the Burns ·Federation, we were in<:tructed to send the following 

for public;ition in the Glasgow Herald:-

THE AULD BRIG o' AvR. 

BENRIG, KILMAURS, August 26th, 1905 .. 

Sir, -I observe from your issue of yesterday that an effort is being made 
by the National Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings to exhaust the 
"resources of civilisation," as Lord Rosebery puts it, before the professional 
reports of Sir William Arrol and Mr Hall Blyth are accepted as the only pas· 
sible solution of the difficulty which is at present exercising the mind of the 
Town Council of Avr. Both of these authorities are of opinion. that the most 
satisfactory way of conserving the Auld Brig and its traditions is to raze it to 
the foundations, rebuild the decayed piers, and restore the arches and parapet 
with the old stones in situ,.these being carefully marked and numbered during 
the process of demolition. So far back as 1868 the piers were reported on as 
"in a very dilapidated and neglected condition." 

Between that date.and. 1903 the Town Council made repeated attempts to 
minimise the destructive effects of the increased scour of the river caused by 
the deepening of the .harbour; .but these, though well-meant and effectively 
carried out, . served only to augment the sapping forces by na,rrowing the 
channels between the piers. In June, 1903, Mr John Eaglesham, C.E., 
reported to the Council, recommending that the north and south piers be 
underpinned without delay, and thereafter "the whole bridge fabric to be care· 
fully treated stone by stone, and restored or repaired." In September of. the 
same year the Burgh Surveyor reported " hornising over crown of south arch, 
joi~ts of arch stones open, allowing rain water to carry sandbed of hornising 
through open joints between arch stones." It is necessary for an intelligent 
grasp of the actual position of matters at the present moment that these facts 
be taken into consideration. When Mr Hall Blytb sent in his report, he 
invited Mr James Morris, architect, Ayr (who has from the first been a 
strenuous advocate for the preservation of the bridge intact), to favour him with 
whatever critical notes upon the same he might think proper. As .Mr 
Morris's notes are too lengthy for quotation, it may be sufficient to indicate 
wherein he is at variance with the authorities above referred to. 

Both parties are agreed that the piers must be rebuilt on deeper founda
tions. Sir William Arrol and .i\Ir Hall Blyth insist that this necessitates the 
temporary removal of the superstructure. Any other couf'e, in their opinion, 
wouid be u.nwarrantably risky, and unne~essarily expensive as well ; but they 
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do not directly say that the shoring-up of the arches is impossible. Mr Morris 
is of opinion that the engineering difficulties of supporting the bridge while the 
piers are being renewed are not insurmountable, and till they are proved so by 
experts in such work, he holds it inexcusable to substitute for the time-hallowed 
structure "a new 'Auld Brig,' and a sham one even at that," advancing in 
support of this view that he is convinced that a large proportion of the old 
stones will not bear lifting and resetting. 

That is, in rough outline, the present position of the question. The Ayr 
Town Council have publicly intimated that they will give most careful consider· 
ation to any alternative scheme, and they are entitled to much credit for this 
attitude, which is a most praiseworthy one for a public body weighted with the 
responsibility of a testamentary disposition, the slightest deviation from the 
terms of which may plunge them into a protr:icted action at law. Mr Morris's 
views are likely to commend themselves to Burnsians everywhere. But if any 
good is to be done, instant action must be taken, and that of the most energetic 
and practical sort. In 1812, when the Auld Brig o' noon was doomed by the 
Road Trustees, it was saved through the exertions of the Rev. Hamilton Paul, 
seconded by the substantial support of the Ayrshire gentle1nen of that date, 
and again by the same means in 1831, when the threat was repeated. The 
Burns Federation holds its annual meeting on Saturday first at Hamilton, 
when, doubtless, the whole pros and co11s will be debated, and some course of 
action initiated whereby the state of public feeling on the matter may be ascer· 
tained. Ent, as Lord Rosebery rightly remarks, "this is not a matter for 
Scotland alone; the worship of Burns has extended to all lands."-I am, &c., 

D. M'NAUGHT. 

At the Federation meeting at Hamilton, the subject was 

thcroughly discussed, and a Committee appointed to act along 

with Mr Morris, architect, Ayr, and others who are advocating the 
preserrntion of the bridge and determined to make an effort to 

save it. Since then, Capt. Sneddon, hon. secretary of the Feder

ation, has been in communication with the Ayr Town Council; 

and the hon. president, David Mackay, Esq., J.P., has had several 

interviews with Mr Oswald, of Auchencruive, Convener of the 

County. No decision lias yet been arrived at, but from the sym

p:ithetic spirit which seems to pervade the Council, there is reason 

for believing that the structure will be preserved in its integrity if 

within the limits of possibility. 
EDITOR. 
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BURNS'S GLASGOW HAUNTS. 

T ll E following is extracted from a most admirable paper on " Old 
Glasgow," read last session to the Rosebery Club, by Dr Lothian, 

Glasgow:-
One of the first inns to be opened in the city was the Saracen's Head, which 

was erected by Mr Robert Tennent in 1754, on the ancient site of the Auld 
Kirkyard of little St. Mungo, near the Gallowgate Port ; this oh! inn is at 
the present moment being demolished, and it is only a few weeks ago 
since, in the company of Mr Lugton, curator of the People's Palace, 
I visited the old building, and frnnd much to interest us and the 
members of the Old Glasgow Club, on whose behalf we were 
nuking arrangements for a meeting to take place in the Assembly 
Ro8m of the Inn before it passed into the hands of its destroyer. What a 
wonderful story that old room could tell l Wlmt a group of litterateurs whose 
names are known and admired throughout the world have engaged in the 
labours of the country reel or the stately minuet upon its floors l It was in 
this room the beauty and fashion of the city congregated, attired in spencers 
and tourietoos, enjoying to their heart's content the quickly flying hours, 
pregnant with jest, story, dance, and song. It was within the walls of this 
Saracen's Heat! Inn that Dr Johnson and Boswell lived on their return from 
the Hebrides; while Wordsworth, with his daughter Dorothy, and Coleridge 
were also sheltered under its hospitable roof. Here also the Lords of J ustici· 
ary lived while on circuit ; on these occasions a pair of town officers in scarlet 
swallows stood at the head of the staircase, armed with halberts, guarding the 
magnates of !he law. While there is, so far as I understand, no actual record 
of our National Poet ,·isiting the Inn, it is much more than probaL!e, and may 
be accepted as correct, that he frequently passed within it< doors. Another 
inn of this period, and one which all lovers of Robert Burns should never think 
of without kindly intere<t, is the Black Bull; for was it not here he lived on 
different occasions when visiting Glasgow? Burns's visit to Gla<gow was made 
during the year 1786, the occasion of it being to visit Mr William Reid, who 
\vas emp'.oyed by .iV[essrs Dunlop & Wilson, publishers, to whom he had been 
sent by his friend, Gavin Turnbull, with the intention of h.l\'ing his works 
p'.lb!ished. At this time Burns wrote to Dr Moore, stating "It was a delicious 
idea that I should be called a poet." It is said on this. occasion he walked to 
the city ; but, whether or not, he arrived safely at 98 Trongate, and after a 
long intcn·iew with Reid, who was so fascinated with the Bard's reading of 
his works, he advised him to proceed without delay to Edinourgh and find a 
p!lblisher. This Black Bull Inn was erected by the Highland Society as an 
inveslment--its first tenant being Jaines Graham, valuer. From its door every 
morning at 8 A.~L, the Edinburgh Coach started, arriving at the Grassmarket 
at six o'clock the same evening. The Black Bull was discontinued as an inn 
qurin;:; the year 1851, and part of the old building is now incorporated iQ the 
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warehouse of Messrs Mann, Byars, & Co. In 1788, Burns was frequently in 
Glasgow, residing in different parts of the city ; the room of a house on the 
east side of Stockwell Street, it is said, was occupied by him on various occa· 
sions when on a visit. Before referring to the "Clarinda" letter, which was 
written from Glasgow on the l8th February, 1788, I may be excused if I 
refresh your memories with a few facts connected with the life history of Miss 
Nancy Craig, or Mrs MacLehose, to whom the Poet poured out his soul. 
She was the daughter of Dr Andrew Craig, who resided in the Saltmarket. 
At the age of s~venteen, she became deeply enamoured with a Mr James 
~lacLehose, a Glasgow lawyer, whom she married. In the course of a few 
years, owing to domestic unhappiness, they separated-he to emigrate to 
Jamaica, she to take up her residence in Eel in burgh. There she first met the 
Poet. Shortly after their meeting, Burns wrote "Ae Fond Kiss," a love lyric 
which has throughout all those years remained the most beautiful in the 
English or any otherlanguage :-"GLASGOW, Monday evening. 9 o'clock, l8th 
February, 1788.--The attraction of love, I find, is in an inverse proportion to 
the Newtonian philosophy. In the system of Sir Isaac, the nearer objects are 
to one another, the stronger the attractive force. In my system, every mile· 
stone that marked my progress from Clarinda awakened a keener pang of 
attachment to her. How do yon feel, my love? Is your heart ill at ease? I 
fear it. God forbid these persecutors should harass that peace, which Is more 
precious to me than my own. Be assured I shall ever think of you, muse on 
yon, and, in my moments of devotion, pray for yon. The hour that you are 
not in my thoughts, ' Be that hour darkness, let the shadow of death cover it. 
Let it not be num heretl in .the hours of the day-

When I forget the darling theme, 
Be my tongue mute, my fancy paint no more ; 
And, <lead to joy, forget my bee.rt to beat.' 

I have just met my ol<l friend, the ship captain; guess my plea,ure-to meet 
you could alone have given me more. My brother William, too, the young 
saddler, has come to Glasgow to meet m~, and here a.re we three spending the 
evening. I arrived here too late to write by post, bCJt I'll wrap half a dozen 
sheets of blank paper together and send it by the fly, under the name of a 
parcel. You shall hear from me next post town. I would write you a long 
letter but for the present circumstance of my friend. Adieu, my Clirinda. I 
am just going to propose your health by way of gra~e tlrink.-SYLV . .\NDlrn." 

He again writes from GLisgow to Mr Robert :\Iuir, Kilnnrnock, stating he is 
in the city, "on my way thence," he says, "collecting small sums owing me 
for my first edition in the villages of Galston and N ewmilns" ; and on the 26th 
March of the same year, he writes to William Brown, who had spent the 
evening with him at the Black Bull the night the " Clarinda" letter was 
written, conYeying his regrets for not sending him a copy of Jones' Direc/07, 
and saying. "I have met with few incidents in my life which gave me so 
much pleasure as meeting you in Glasgow. There is a time of lifo beyond 
which we cannot form a tie worth the name of friendship. Oh youth, 
enchanting stage profusely blest !" The following is a letter of the Poet's to 
Mr M'Indoe, a silk merchant, whosP premises were in Virginia Street. Horn's 
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Court, 1 believe, was the actual spot in which he orders the silk for bonnie 
Jean's wedding gown:-" My dear Sir,-I am vexed for nothing more than I 
have not been to Glasgow than not meeting with you, I have seldom found 
my friend Andrew M'Culloch wrong in his ideas of mankind; but, respecting 
your worship, he was as true as holy writ. This is the night of our Fair, and 
I, as you see, cannot keep well in line ; but if you will send me by the bearer, 
John Ronald, carrier between Glasgow and Mauchline, fifteen yards of black 
silk, the same kind as that of which I bought a gown and petticoat from you 
formerly-Lutestring, I think, is its name, I shall send you the money and 
a more coherent letter when he goes again to your good town. To be brief, 
send me fifteen yards black Lutestring silk, such as they used to make gowns 
and petticoats of, and I shall choose some souer morning before breaktast, and 
write you a sober answer with a sober sum which will then be due you from, 
dear sir, fu' or fasting, yours sincerely, ROBERT BURNS." Among the many 
friends of Burns resident in Glasgow, we find the names of Miss Wilhelmina 
Alexander, the bonny lass o' Ballochmyle-she resided at 60 George Square, 
which was at this time an absolute swamp; John Wilson, the Session Clerk 
of Gorbals, who was the doctor of the Poet's "Death and Dr Hornbrook"; 
Dr Moo1e, the fat.her of Sir John Moore, and the author of Zduco. In one of 
his letters to the Doctor, Burns admits that he has some poetical abilities, but 
not vain enough to hope for distinguished poetic fame. The memory of 
Robert Burns can never die; neither can it fade, and Glasgow can recall many 
happy associations with it in the past. At the centenary of his birth, a huge 
demonstration took place in the City Hall ; every rank and class was repres· 
ented, while we find such men as Samuel Lover, Norman M'Lecid, Blanchard 
Jerrold among the guests. His poetical compositions are distinguished equally 
by the force of native humour, by the warmth and tenderness of passion, and 
by the glowing touches of a descriptive pencil ; and they shall ever remain a 
lasting monument of the vigour and the versatility of a mind guided only by the 
lights of nature and the inspiration of genius. It is without doubt true that the 
influence of his life forged an everlasting impression on Scottish character: 
while the teachings of his works have brought into our lives new thoughts· and 
new ideals, and it is only by looking backwanl that we can fully realise vhat 
our forefathers might have been, had not the current of their lives been inter
rupted by the reflection of his genius upon their natures. Man himself is not 
naturally bad; it is our environment, our social customs, that make us what 
we really are; and this depravity of our natures can only be counter-balanced 
by influences of good-influences which will be mocked by no palliatin·s or 
excuses-and where can we find better than by studying one of God's greatest 
gifts to man, the works of Robert Burns, which fill with a halo of light the 
perfect path, the end of which is culture, peace, happiness, love, and con
science saying, "Thank God, I have done my duty." 

For sterling ge~ius, blyth and free, 
F_amed Robin's match when shall we see? 
Ye sons o' music, rise an' gie 

A waefu' screed, 
For now the soul o' mirth an' glee 

Wi' Burns is fled. 

1 



117 

Let poor, dull rhymer.; rack their brains, 
His native wild, enchanting strains 
Shall charm our Caledonia swains, 

Baith young an' au!' ; 
\Vhile mountain daisies deck our plains, 

They'll touch the soul. 

In winter nights I'm cheered by turns, 
'Wi' Ramrny, Ferguson, and Burns; 
The first twa cauld are in their urns, 

Their souls at rest ; 
Now weeping Caledonia mourns 

Thee, last and best. 

D. M'NAUGHT, Esq. 

RELIC OF BURNS. 

PARKFIELD, 1-fAYWARDS IIEATll, 

6th June, I905. 

Dear Sir,-I have to·day received as a birthday present a pair of 
tongs that belonged to my great-granduncle, Robert Burns. 

They have been sent to me by a friend, a clergyman, who was residing 
near Dumfries in 1880, and were given to him by one Helen Armstrong, who 
claimed to be a natural daughter of the Poet's eldest son, and whose mother 
was in service at the " Buccleuch Arms," at Moffat. This last fact was related 
to my friend by Miss Hope Johnstone, herself an old lady of Annandale. I 
thought this might possibly be of interest to readers of the Bu, us Clzro11icle. 

I happen to be a great-grandson of Gilbert, the Poet's brother, and if it 
would be of interest lo you, or of use for publication in the Chronicle, I will 
send you the genealogy of my branch of the family down to date. I have all 
the certificates (official copies) of the line from and including the marriage of 
William Burnes to Agnes Broun, as well as a host of relics and papers in the 
possession of my grandmother to which I have access. I suppose it is usual 
for some member of any family to take some interest in his forefathers. I 
seem to be the only member of my family who does so! 

Yours faithfully, 
KENNETH GLENCAIRN BURNS. 

[See page 122.-En.] 
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THE CAMBUSDOON MS. 

T HROUGH the co~rtesy of Mr James Johnstone, Alloway, factor on the 
Cambusdoon estate, we have been favoured with a perusal of a hitherto 

unknown manuscript which for long found" resting-place in the library of the 
late Sir James Baird, the munificent benefact<>r of the Church of Scotland. 
The volume, which consists of 20 pages, measures 8 inches by 6!, and is 
bound in red morocco. The first 16 pages are in the handwriting of Burns, 
the number of pieces transcribed, eight in all, heing in the followin;; order:-

r. "The Birks of Aberfeldy "-composed on the spot ; tune, "Birks of 
Abergeldie." 

2. Written on the Hermitage at Teymouth. 
3. Written at the Falls of Foyers. 
4. The Humble Petition of Bruar Water to the Noble Duke of Athole. 
5. Elegy on Sir J. H. B!air. 
6. Song-tune, "Andrew and his Cutty Gun"; composed at Auchtertyre 

on Miss Euphemia Murray of Lentrose. 
7, On Scaring some Waterfowl in Loch Turit a111ong the Hills by 

Oughtertyre. 
8. "Here is to the King, Sir." 

The first of these compositions is dated "Edinburgh, October lst, 1787," 
but no date appears upon any of the others, though it may reasonably be 
presumed that they follow in chronological order. lndeed, the collection has 
every appearance of having been written as printer's copy ; the internal 
evidence, however, precludes the co!"!clusion that they were final drafts in 
every case. The prohability is that they are preliminary transcripts of the 
additional pieces intended for the Fourth or 1793 edition of the Poet's Works, 
proposals for which were made by Creech shortly after the Edinburgh and 
London editions (znd and 3rcl) were exhausted. 

The last four pages of the volume contain an autograph " Impromptu" 
poem (dated 1818) to the memory of Burns, "by J\lrs Allardyce, wife of the 
minister of Forgue, Aberdeenshire" (probably a former possessor of the book), 
who forbids "copies of the piece being taken." In deference to her wishes, 
we therefore quote only ihe concluding stanza as a op~cimen of her powers:-

" Farewell again-thou faded page ! 
Ne'er Palmer on his pilgrimage. 
More reverenced his patron's shrine 
Than I these relics, Burns of thine." 

Following this is a short catalogue of some compositions of the Poet, in 
a bold masculine hand (not Burns's), the purpose of which is not apparent 
unless, perhaps, for the direction of the printer in appending notes. \Ve deem 
it advisable to reproduce it here in its entirety:-

l 
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ON THE DEATH OF R. DUNDAS, PltESIDENT OF COURT OF SESSION, 

Lone on the bleaky hills the straying flocks. 
For Clarinda 

I burn, &c. 

GIVE:-.! TO MESSRS C. & D. 

(r) 
To Clarinda--
I burn, I burn---

(2) 

Frnm Clarinda to Mr B. on his saying that he wrote to her because he 
had nothing else to say. 

(3) 

When first you saw Clarinda's charms. 

(4) 

Answer to the same. 

When <lear Clarinda's matchless face. 

(S) 

On Death of Dundas (word illegible). 

(6) 

On the Stewarts, written by somebody in an Inn at Stirling. 

(7) 

Song by the same hand. 

My heart is wae, and unco wae. 

(8) 

l'UBLISHl~D. 

Tune-" Albion's Lament." 

Same hand as former. 

Thickest-night surround my dwelling. 

(9) 

·written on the blank leaf of a copy of my first edition sent to an old 
sweetheart then married. 

Once fondly loved and still remembered dear. 

(ro) 

Jeremiah, 15 eh,_ ro v. 
Ah woe is me my mother dear. 

As we h1ve already indicated, the versions of the poems and songs 
contained in the volume are not of particular value as textual guides. But 
they are most interesting as witnesses of the Poet's careful elaboration and 
proofs of his unerring literary instinct in the correction, amendment, and 
qeletion of doubtful Jines and passai;;es, We will best exemplify this by a few 
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running notes on the MS; as compared with the prin't~d version in the 1793 
edition, which we are bound to accept as the final judgment of the Poet on the 
form of the text, that edition having been carefully corrected by himself when 
passing through the press. 

The composition on Euphemia Murray and "The Birks of Aberfeldy" do 
not appear in the 1793 edition. They were printed in Johnson's Second 
Volume, issued on February 14th, 1788, and are accurate in the text, save for 
the spelling of " Aberfeldey," in which Burns inserts an " e " before the final 
"y ;" "the" for "now" at the beginning of the second stanza; and 
" Em" for "Earn," in the former song. It will be observed that Burns 
spells "Oughtertyre" in two ways, that here given being apparently the 
preferable form. It is interesting also to note that " Effie " appears in all the 
stanzas of the first version, but it is here deleted, and " Phemie " substituted 
on the margin. There is a curious slip in the title of the second poem in the 
Yolume in giving "Hermitage" for "Inn," as it appears in the printed copy. 
SaYe for a few trifling differences, both texts are in agreeance. The verses 
written at the Fall of Foyers show some divergence, "Astonished " in the 
eighth line is "affrighted " in the MS. ; "lowers,'' in the third line from the 
end, is " towers,'' and the last couplet reads-

ins!cacl of-

" Still surging through the gap the river toils, 
And still the horrid deep, dark-raging boils," 

" Still thro' the gap the struggling river toils, 
And still, below, the horrid caldron boils," 

as in the printed copy. 

The last two verses of "Bruar Water" are not given in the MS., a 
pencil-note at the end informing us that " 2 verses are with C. and D." The 
"C. and D." here, and formerly referred to, are doubtless the initials of Caddel 
and Davies, publishers, London, who were partners with Creech in his Burns 
publications. Passing over a few minor ,·ariations, we find in the MS. 
"shelving" for "skelvy" in the 4th stanza, "streams" for "banks" in the 
5th, and ' bairdie" for "gowdspink" in the 6th. What bird is here indicated 
we cannpt guess, no Ayrshire name of the kind· having survived, so far as we 
know. The only variations noticeable in the Blair Elegy are-

" Or mused where erst revered waters well,'" 

in the 2nd stanza, and 

"The winged clouds flew o'er the starry sky," 

in the 3rd stanza, and "honour's pride" for "honest pride" in the 7th 
stanza. This poem was published in Currie's 1800 edition, but was omitted in 
the numerous reprints which followed. In the Loch Turit piece, the "rough· 
draft" nature of the MS. is most apparent. In the l 2th line '' Bide " is '' Ride" 
in the MS., which again has been deleted in favour of "Bra\•e" on·the 
margin. The 13th and l4tb lines read-

" Conscious blushing for my kind, 
Oh just, too just; your feaT3 I find/' 

--=-,· ......... ,..,_ _______________ _ ----· 
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" Soon, too soon " appe<t.ring as an alternative reading. The last foµr lines 
stood originally-

,, But man who boasts the pitying tear, 
Sympathy to sorrow dear, · 
Vaunts his feelings and his parts
To improve the mmdering arts." 

The first two of these are deleted in favour of the received version

" But man to whom alone is g:iven 
A. ray direc;t from pitying Heaven." 

The last two are also deleted, but nothing appears in thei; place, consequently, 

" Glories in his heart humane-
And creatures for his pleasure slain," 

mu&t have been added pn the printed proof-an inference which supllorts 
the. 'opinion that the Caml:iusdoon MS. is printer's copy. 

The last piece in the volume is an illustration of the danger of accepting 
Burns's autograph as unassailable proof that every piece extant in such ·form is 
his composition. " Here's to the King, Sir," is a Jacobite ditty of a, peric:>d 
anterior to Burns. Robert Chambers says it must have been composed fit{a 
1718, from the allusion to Charles XII, of Swedcn·in the 4th stanza, bu~ Bums 
may have given it a finishing touch or two. At the top of the page on which 
it appears, a note, neiirly obliterated, but in Burns's hand, we mal<;e out to pe 
''from t!ie mind" or memory of the Poet. 'vVe give the version as wrillen Q\lt 
hy Burns himself:- ' 

IQ 

" Here is to the King, Sir, 
Ye ken wha I mean, Sir, 
And to every honest man 
That will do't again. 

Fill up your bumpers high, 
We'll drink all your barrels dry, 
Out upon them fy, fy. 
That winna do't agaiv. 

Here's to the chieftans 
Of the Scots Highland clans, 
They hae done it mair than ance, 
AncJ will do't again. 

Fill up, &c. 

When we hear the trumpets sound 
Tuti taity to the drum, 
Up your swords and ?own your guns 
And to the louns agaiµ, 

Fill up, &c. . I 
Here's to the King o' Swed~s, 
Fresh laurels crown his head, 
Pox on every sneaking blade 
That winna do't again. 

Fill up, &c, 

But to make a' things right now, 
He that cjrinks must light too, 
To show his hearts upright too, 
And that he'll do't .again. 

Fill up, &c" EDLTOJl~ 
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Genealogioal Notes on the Family of Burnes or Burns. 

WILLIAM BURNES=AGNES BROUN 
Eld~-~·~·-'-'~~~~~~~~~~~~~I 

I I 
ROBERT BURNS GILBERT BU&..~S=JKA.N BRECl\.ENRIDGR 

Eld. s. 

6th s. I 

! Oct. 6, 1842, at Castleknock. 

Gn.BERT BURNS=.JEMfMA GEORGINA FERRIER 
b. Dec. 24, 1803 ; 

1

. ol Knockmaroou Par.k. Co. Dublin, 
d. Oct. 9, 1881, now residing (1905) with her two 
at his residence, unmarried daughters, at the 
Knockma.roon, Woodlantls, \Vokingham. 
Co. Dublin, sep. I 
Castleknock. 

2nd s. 
I 

/ Ju. 27, 1871, at l'oundstock. 
ROBERT BURNS=SYBYLLA DAYlfAN 
b. l\lay16, 18471 d. of tho Rev. 
d;l\Iar.10, 1891 Phillipps Donni
at Knockma~ 1 thorne Dayman, 
roon ; sep. of. Poundstock, 
Castle knock, Coruw., by Eliza. 
e<l. at S. Col- beth Garnand, 
umba's, near his wife. (See 
Dublin, and at Burke's Landed 
Exeter College Gentry. 

I j Ap.8, 1899,atEmery,Down. 

Oxon. 

1. l\fARY (innupt.) 
2. ISABELL.\ (innupt.) 

I Oct. 15, 1895, at S. Mary, the 
Boltons, Kensington. 

THF:ODORM GJJ,BERT=ROSAllC"XD BAIXES 

ALEXANDER BURNS I dau. of Edward 
h. Ap. 8, 1860 ; Talbot Jlai11es, by 
M.A., Ch., Ch., his wife,Elizabeth 
Oxon.,o! Wimpole Job. 
Street, W. I 

I 
}{ENNETH GLENCA.IRN IlURXS=E)ll\IELJXE BERTH.!~ 

b .• Ju. 6, 1872 ; ed Clifton daughter of 

I 
1. ROBERT, b. Oct. 29, moo. 

College ; Professor of William Winter. 
2. GILBERT TALBOT, b. Dec. 20, 1901. 

Music. 
3. HAROLD ~'ERRIER, b .. Aug. 7, 1904. 

1. EDI'fll DONXITIIORNE, b. Nov. 27, 1873 } 
2. COXSTANCE l\IALCOLM, b. July, 28, 1875,. 

d. Nov, 18, 1875; sep. Weybridge, 
Surrey 

3. IRENE, b. Oct. 26, 1877 
4. GWENDOLYN MARGARET, b. Feb 29, 1880 
5. AGNES GILBERT, b. May 11, 1881 

ARMS OF THE FAMILY 

Reside with 
their mother 
at Exeter. 

(llatriculated with due differences from those granted to Sir James Burnes 
of Montrose, in Lyon office). 

A 1·ms. -Ermine on a bend azure an _escutcheon or, ~harged in base with a holly bush, in chief 
with a shepherd's pipe surmounted by a crook in saltier, all proper. Crest.-On a wreath blue and 
silver an oak tree shivered renewing its foilage, proper. .Jlantling.-Biue and silver. ..iJlatttJ,-Ob 

- patria1n Yulnera passi. 

I 

WILLIAM BUR.'IES=AGNES BROUX ____ I 
1 

GrLBERT BURNS=JEAN BRECKEXRIDGE 
__J 

I . 
THO)IAS BURNS=CLEM.F.NTJNA GRANT 

D. D., b. April 10, I (See Dr Ro.gers on 
~~~~'. d. Jan. 23, Family of Burns). 

:---.-
CLE>IFlNTIXA=A. J. ELLES 

I 

SYBIL CLEllEXTIMA GILBERT ELLES 
resides for the most part abroad. 
l•t Cousin to Sir Edward Roche 
Elles, late Military Member of 
the Executil·e in Indi~. . 

I 
1. JAl!ES 
2. GILBERT = d. 
3. llfALCOLM JA>IIESON 

KENNETH GLENCAIRN BURNS. 

i;.'I'"' '--=--.. /···-,.,,--., ____________ _ 



CLUB NOT t S. 
[COMMUNICATED.] 

NATIONAL BURNS CLUB, LTD., GLASGOW. 

The preliminary efforts to ~stablish this Club were noticed in the last 
number ~f the Chronicle. The Club is now affiliated to the Federation, and is 
No. 213 of the roll. It was registered under the Licensing Act in November 
last, af!d was also registered under the Joint Stock Companies' Acts on 6th 
January. The Club rooms at 93 Douglas Street were formally opened on Sth 
December, under the presidency of Bailie Willox, who was supported on that 
occasion by Bailies Mitchell, O'Hare, Councillor Paxton, ex-Councillor May
berry, and others. Bailie Willox, w!:o is the poet laureate of the club, as well 
as of the Glasgow Town Council, read an original address ending-

" Here let the spirit of our Bard 
Preside, and let his songs he heard, 
Till one and all, by love inspired, 

Revere his name ; 
And spread the glow his genius fired 

· In brighter flame." 

Since then the ro0ms have been continuously. o'pe~, except on Sundays, 
and being comfortably furnished and provided with games and literature, are 
much taken advantage of by the membership, which now numbers 213. The 
directors meet every week, and take an active interest in the work of the Club. 
There is a valuable library of Burns and other Scottish literature, and a grow
irl.g collection of prints and books connected with the same subject. A 
b>Tatifying feature of the membership is the number of donations of books and 
.prints, etc., received from members, including Presirlent Willox,- Bailie 
Mitchell, Councillor Guest, ex-Councillors Hugh Mayberry and Jeffrey 
Hunter, Messrs Alexander Pollock, C. F. Macpherson, D. C; Wardrop, and 
others. The second syllabus of weekly lectures was inaugurated on 5th Oct., 
and so far has been very successful. The lecturers for the session are :-J.·lt 
Pearson, "Byron"; Bailie Willox, "Municipal Musings" ;'James Hogg; 
"Burns as a Moralist"; James Walsh, '' Rosetti's "King's Tragedy"; D. 
C. · w· ardrop, "Great Sticks " ; Robert Goodall, " Ellisland - a Poet's 
Choice" ; C. F. Macpherson, "-Criticisms, Critics, and Controversies" ; Dr 
.Maclachlan, "The Present Position of the Healing Art " ; William· Moffat, 
M.A., "Hamlet"; David Low, "What a Shire may do"; Hector Rey, 
B.E.L., Paris, "Burns and Berang~r"; Bailie Shaw Maxwell, "Art and 
Democracy " ; Lieutenant Douglas, Marine Police Division, " Personal 
Identification~·; A. Kerr Bruce, "Neil Munro and his Work"; J. Jeffrey 
·Hunter, "Graham of Claverhouse"; and James· Lucas, M.A.,· "Chaucer 
:and. his Pilgrims.''. 
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In addition to these papers there are monthly concerts, and there is to be 
a Hogtnanay Festival of "Tatties and Herrin'." Nearly all the members 
being connected with other clubs, there is no dinner on 25th January; but an 
informal gathering will be held at the conclusion of the other dinners. 

The Club has inaugurated a scheme for interesting the youth of Glasgow 
and d'istrict in the study of Burns and other Scottish literature ; and a largely
attended conference, at which were representatives from numerous town and 
country Clubs, assembled and talked ihe scheme over and made arrangements 
for launching it. 

The lighter side of the Club's work is shown in the Billiard and Whist 
Tournaments, which are presently going on; artd also by the monthly concerts, 
at which are to be found much e""<cellent professional and amatetrr talent. 
Firtancial!y, the Club is on a tound basis, and already there is a movement 
afoot to secure farger premises and extend the scope of the Club's work . 

BRIDOETON BURNS CLUB 
(Instituted I870 ). 

ANNIVERSARY REPOR'l'-JANUARY, 1905. 
The Annual Business Meeting of the Club was held in the side room, 

Mechanics' Hall, Canning Street; Othon; on the evening of Wednesday, 18th 
January, 1905, Councillor Wm. Nicol, J.P . ., President,. in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr Cochran) read the Directors' Report on the past year's 
proceedings of the Club, which is as follows :-

The Directors met on several occasions during the year for the purpose 
of transacting the business of the Club. 

· During the year eleven new members have been admitted. 
The Directors regret to· report the death of Mr William Rodger, Past 

Treasurer and President of the Club. Mr Rodger was one of the oldest 
members of the Club, and did valuable services on behalf of the Club during 
all the years he was a member, and his loss will be very much felt by the Club. 

The Directors also regret to report the death of l\Irs Robert Scott. Mrs 
Scott was the widow of the deceased Robert Scott who was on:e of the original 
members of this Club. ;'.!rs Scott (whose son, Mr Robert Scott, has taken a 
very acti've interest en behalf of the· Club), was always much interested in the 
Club's welfare .. She was one of the few connecting links existing in the present 
year with the inception: of the Club. At the first meeting; when the Club was 
instituted, Mrs Scott made the Haggis which graced the tabfe on that occasion. 

The Club competed in the· Glasgow and District Burns Club Bowling 
Tournament. Three rinks entered for the M'Lennan Cup; and the Directors 
are very glad. to report that the effotts of the· Club have been stlcC'essflil in 
securing the custody of the trophy this· year. The rink skipped by Mr James 
M'Kellar was the highest rink in the competition,. and the· President of the 
Club has the custody of the Cu{1 for the current year,. the players in the 
successful rink being presented with a Medallion; The players. were Bailie 
Taggart, Thos. l\I'Bride, Hugh Blair, and James ~i'Kellar; 'skip: .Seeing' we 
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haw ho\v been successful in obtaining this trophy, the bireclots hope that the 
bbwlets will take a rriore active interest in the competition, and, if pcissibie, 
retaih the custody of the Cup fot another year at least. 

The Summer Excursion took place ou znd June to Doilar, visiting Castle 
Cattipbell, and driving froiii therite to the Rumbling llridge. There was a 
very l:irge ttirnout of the members and friends; arid every one spent a most 
ehjoyable day. 

'the birectors have arranged to exchange visits with the Rosebery and 
Greenock Burns Clubs this year. The Directors visited the Rosebery Burns 
Club oh zoth December, They were well received, and an interchange of 
opinioils passed ii1 regard to orie or two matters connected with Burns's 
litetatt1te. Mr James Ferguson delivered a lecture on Robert Ferguson, the 
Poet, which was much appreciated by the Directors. They have also 
arranged with the Rosebery Burns Club to visit this Club on 28th February, 

· and an interchange of visits has been arranged with Greenock Burns Club for 
14th February. The Directors will be glad to see members of the Club who 
find it convenient t.o go to Greenocl<: with them on that occasion. The premises 
of the Greenock Club are well worth a visit, as they have a number of very 
interesting relics relating to Robert Burns. The Greenock Club is to visit 
this Club on 7th April. 

COMPETITIONS. 

(Jofti R4cddf Competition.-The piece selected this year was "The Auld 
Farmer's New Year Morning Salutation to His Auld Mare, Maggie." There 
were ten entrants for this competition, representing Iiozier Street and Queen 
Mary Street Schools; The examination was conducted hy Mr Andrew Hoy, 
F, E, LS., and after careful examination of the various papers, he awarded the 
Gold Medal to Alexander Pollock, Hazier Street School. 

Senior Recitation Competition.-Eight CQmpetitors entered for this 
competition. The pupils were from Hazier Street and Queen Mary Street 
Schools. The piece selected for the competition was "The Auld Farmer's 
New Year Morning Salutation to His Auld l\Iare, Maggie." The examiner, 
l\fr W. B. Purdie, after hearing the various competitors, made the following 
awards :-Silver Medal-Jeanie Cuthill; Second Prfze-John O'Hara, both 
from !lazier Sfreet School. · · 

Junior Recitation Competitlon.--There were four co\npctitors from 
Hozier Street School in this competition. The piece selected was "To a 
l\Iount<tin Daisy." After hearing the competitors; Mr Purdie awarded the 
First Prize to James Adam. 

Senior Singing Co»ipetitions.-The competitors in these competitions 
we·re froi\1 the following schools :-Hazier Street, Rumford Street, Annfield, 
arid Queen" Mary Street. In the Senior Girls' competition there were six 
ehlrantS; arid in the Senior Boys' eompetition there were ten entrants. Mr 
George Newton acted as judge in the competitions, and after hearing the 
various competitors, made the following awards :-Girls'-Silver Medal, Mary 
Beaton;· Second Prize, Jenny Allan-, both from Rumford Street School. 
Boys'-Silver Medal, John Barclay, Hazier Street School; Second Prize, 
Richard·Stag, Queen Mary Street School. 

I 
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Junior Singing Oompetition.-There were four girls and one boy:trom 
Queen Mary Street and Hozier Street Schools in this competition, and after 
hearing the various competitors, Mr Newton awarded the First Prize to Mary 
Cowan, Hozier Street School. 

Ohair Singing Oompetition.-Four choirs entered for this competition, 
representing Martyrs', Rockvilla, Rumford Street, and H ozier Street Schools. 
The examiner selected " Corn Riggs " as the test piece this year. After a very 
keen competition, Mr Newton awarded the Shield to the Choir from Rumford 
Street School, under the leadership of Mr David Millar, M.A. 

The Shield Competition was instituted nine years age by the Club, and is 
competed for annually by choirs representing Public Schools in Glasgow, the 
object being to encourage the singing of the songs of Burns. The winning 
choirs up to the present are : -

1897 Annfield Public School. 
1898 Oakbank Public School. 
1899 Milton Public School. 
1900 St. James's Public School. 
1901 Do. Do. 
1902 Hozier Street Public School. 
1903 Rockvilla Public School. 
1904 l\f artyrs' Public School. 
1905 Rumford Street Public School. 

Mr Andrew Hoy again acted as judge in the Gold Medal competition, and 
Mr W. B. Purdie acted as judge in the Recitation competitions. Mr George 
Newton judged the Singing and Choir competitions. The Directors have to 
record their high appreciation of the very admirable mann-.:r in which the 
examiners in the various competitions, discharged their duties. 

Annual Ooncert.-The Annual Children's Concert in connection with the 
Club was held in the Mechanics' Hall, Canning Street, on 19th January, 
Councillor Wm. Nicol, J.P., President, in the chair. Among those present 
were Messrs Daniel Duncan, D. L. Stevenson, James Murray, James Young, 
W. Stevenson Cochran, and others. The President congratulated the chil
dren who had been successful in the various competitions held under the 
auspices of the Club. The competitors are from Various schools in Glasgow, 
and are all under fifteen years of age. This year's competitors were repre
sentative of the following schools :~Hozier Street, Queen Mary Street, 
Annfield, Rockvilla, Martyrs, and Rumford Street. The competitions were 
held in the middle of December, and were all very keenly contested. The 
Club were much indebted to the examiners in the various competitions. The5e 
gentlemen ungrudgingly spent two or three nights in hearing the various com
petitors and awarding the prizes. The medals and prizes were afterwards 
presented. The Silver Shield belonging to the Club for the Choir Competition 
was won by a choir from Rumford Street School. .A beautifully illuminated 
certificate was presented to each member of the choir, and a gold medal to 
the conductor, Mr David Millar, M.A. The custody of the Shield is given 
to the successful school for the ensuing year. An enjoyable programme was 
presented by the various competitors and prize-winners in the co,mpetitions. 

-~ ,·.,. "·...;...•'-'----------------------
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Anniuersary Dinner.-The Anniversa~y of Burns's Birthday was celebrated 
by:; Dinner in the Arcade Cafe, on 25th January. About fifty gentlemen 
were present. Councillor Wm. Nicol, J.P., presided, and Dr James Devon 
acted ·as croupier. Among those present were-:-Messrs Daniel Duncan, 
Andrew Hoy, Past Presidents; W. Stevenson Cochran, Secretary; James 
Murray, Treasurer; Peter White, lZobert Ford, John Tullis, Dr Robert 
Wilson, and Superintendent Mennie. 

After an excellently purveyed dinner, Mr Robert Ford, in most eloquent 
terms proposed the '' Immortal Memory of Burns." The toast was responded 
to with loud cheers. 

Mr John Tullis proposed the health of Mr Ford in a very appropriate 
speech, and in the course of his remarks offered the Club £1 annually to be 
devoted by the Directors as a prize in connection with Burns's Poems in what
ever manner they thought fit. The Club received the intimation with great 
applause. Mr Ford replied for himself, and thanked the Club for asking him 
to propose the toast of the evening at their meeting. 

SUNDERLAND BURNS CLUB, 
EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

vVe started the year with great hopes, for" hope springs eternal in the 
human breast." Much has been realised, while much yet remains for realiza
tion. The unfailing attention which the officers have given to the work of the 
past year cannot be allowed to pass without some comment. The 1egular and 
business-like way in which the affairs of our Club has been administered is 
evidence of what interest the office-bearers have taken, this is the best way 
possible for the realization of our hopes and desires and improving the shin
ing hour. 

Much has been said about the Scot abroad and the Scot at home, but our 
experience is, that" given fair conditions, and sound logical reasons for sup
porting any scheme which has for its object the social and intellectual well-being 
of our countrymen, the Scot at home or abroad is "all for it," and at it with 
" twa at a blow " for his own land. As a proof of this we have affiliated every 
subscribing member of our Club with the Federation of Burns Clubs throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. 

This in itself is a great and lasting benefit to our members, as it opens the 
door of every Club in existence to our members, and our Club is now equally 
open to every man who is a subscriber to the Federation. 

Our last Annual Meeting was a splendid gathering ; we had an interesting 
discussion on the general business of our Club, in which the members were 
interested. 

The various reports submitted were well received, that of Treasurer being 
of a very satisfactory nature, showing the Club to be in a sound fina11cial 
position.-

The Anniversary Dinner of 1905 has to be noted for several new 
departures. Those who were privileged to listen to the splendid address 
delivered on the occasion, will remember the quiet, homely way in \\ bich the 
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Rev. 1\fr Carrick, B.D., of Newbattle, Da\keith, submitted the t011st, the 
tribute p~id to our Immortal Bard, and the dignity an<l grace with which the 
speal,er closed his appeal for a fitting mgnwrial to the famous nien of Dllr 
motherland. · 

During no time in the history of this Club ha\'.e we had such a large 
gathering in the Victoria l~all as on February 1st, when we ga,ve o,ur Annual 
Scottish .Concert. This proves, if any proof is needed, thi,tt we are now reaping 
the benefit of our laboqrs in the pi,tst yea,rs. 

The whole of the Concerts in the series ·have proved successful, and this 
Club was able to benefit in a measure as a result of the Concert held in New, 
castle under the joint management of the whole of the Northern Societies, 

Our Conversazione, like the Pic-nic, has been left <.>ut of the syllabus. 
This is to be regretted, but i.t is a question for the members, and unless. yonf 
Committee get the support of our members it is 11seless !\ttempting to provide 
these special functions. 

The present issue of the Chronicle has fully maintained its high s.tandard 
of excellence. 

The funds placed at the disposal of the genial editor (Mr D. M'Naughl, 
J.P.) have given him the choice of suitable material; this is decidedly an 
improvement, and the Sunderland Bqrns Club appreciates his effort. 

\Ve might do better, hut it seems we cannot get over the fifteen copies. 
I would suggest that each of the present fifteen subscribers get a new contributor, 
so that we may raise it to thirty, and thus show our appreciatio,n in a practical 
way. 

We have provided a complete set of the Chronicles, so that any rne111ber 
may have the use of them for reference purposes ; or on application. to the 
Secretary may have copies handed qut for home reading. No more va!u~ble 
hooks have been added to. our library than the Chronicles, and this lea<ls we 
to suggest the advisability of electing a librarian whose duty woul<l be t.o lpok 
after the property of the Club, which is increasing every year. 

During the year we have added fifteen new members ; five have !e"~igned, 
four have left the town, and one has " passed over to the great majority." 

The 1~ew conditions which now prevail will only permit of mem):>ers wqose 
subscriptions are being included in the returns sent to the Federa.tion, 

A look at our Syllabus re;·eals the tone and quality of our season'~ enjoy· 
ment. A pleasing feature of the present Syllabus is the new. members who 
have willingly come forward to take part in our meetings. Thi~ is the spirit 
we would like to see extended e\·en more than at present ; eyery little helps, 
and every papei: tells its own. tale. 

IN MEl\IORIAM. 
It is with reg:et that we draw the attention of the members to thti loss the 

Club has sustained by the death of the late Mr Nichol Elliot, which took place 
on December 2oth, 1904. Our late member was a most eqth11~iastic $cot, a 
regular attender at our gatherings, and always ready to help in whatever way 
he could. A native of the Border land, he was rich in his recollections of: his 
native country, and on more than one occasiol) provided aµ exGellent miper on 
this and other subjects. His last paper to us was, indeed, typical of the ma11, 
keen in debate, shrewd as a business man, with a large, warlll hea.rt for all 
things relating to Scotland and the Borders, 
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The sympathy of the members was conveyed to the family of the deceased 

gentleman, and a deputation from the Club attended to pay the last tribute of 

respect to his memory. 
This Club was again represented by Mr W. H. Turner at the Annual 

Meeting of the Burns Federation held in Stirling in September last. Long 

m:;y we continue to be represented at this gathering, where the very elite of 

the Burns cult assemble to discuss matters of importance. Our representative, 

with his usual forethought, invited the Federation to hold i~s next meeting in 

Sunderland. This was heartily endorsed by our members, and as a result, 

your Secretary was sent to Glasgow to lay the claims of Sunderland before the 

officials of the Burns Federation. 
Scotland has always been a generous supporter, as well as a sound appre

ciator, of things educational. She has founded schools carrying reputation into 

other lands; she has encouraged the individual to develop along his own lines, 

hut she has never before turned her attention to her own language. A pros

pect of this is within hailing distance. We have set aside the sum of fifteen 

pounds to the fund for the endowment of a Chair of Scottish Literature, 

History, and Language, in one of the Scottish Universities. This will be 

settled at the Conference at Hamilton, where we will be represented. Our 

example will, we hope, stimulate Clubs on this side of the Border to lend a 

helping hand. 
On behalf of our members I present greetings to every man who has been 

able to help us in our work, and hope that other members may strive as they 

have done. 
M. NEILSON, Hon. Secretary. 

ROSEBERY BURNS CLUB. 
Founded I885. Federated I887. 

l\leetings are held regularly from September till April. The Club has, 

since its inception, encouraged the study of Scottish Literature and Songs Ly 

Lectures and Concerts, and providing Prizes and Judges for Competitions 

amongst Children attending Bands of Hope. 
The Gold Medal Competition for Ladies and Gentlemen (Amateurs) has 

been promoted with the object of encouraging the study of the beautiful songs 

and melodies found in the Auld Scots Sangs, which are unequalled in any 

language. The Committee desire to express their very hearty thanks to the 

Hon. the Lord Provost, Sir John l' re Primrose, Bart., for his great interest in 

this part of the Competition, to which he has given a Special Gold Medal. 

The donors of the prizes and the Executive Committee of the Club hope 

to make the Competition annual, and the donors (Members of the Rosebery 

Club) have very generously offered to repeat the prizes yearly. 

Gentlemen who wish to join the Club are cordially invited to communicate 

with the Hon. Secretary. 
Each year the Club has a syllabus of Nine Lectures, one or more of which 

are published. 
The publications of the Club can be had from Messrs Holmes & Co., 

;Bool<sellers, Dunlop S.treet, Glas~ow; and others .. 
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GLASGOW CENTRAL BURNS CLUB. 

Mr W. Carruthers, Hon. Secretary, writes :-This Club was established 
in May last, and was at·once affiliated to the Federation, and was represented 
there at the Annual Meeting at Hamilton. The progress of the Club has been 
very gratifying, and there are now over 200 members. The Club rooms at 3 
Dundas Street (City) are large and commodious, and are supplied with 
billiards, bagatelle, and other games, newspapers, and a library. The great 
success of the new Club is largely due to the energy and enthusiasm of the 
President, Mr John Kinney. The Club is strong in musical talent, and an 
excellent Concert is given once a mouth. An attractive syllabus of literary 
evenings has been prepared for this session, among the lecturers being Mr D. 
C. Wardrop (the Secretary of the National Burns Club), ex-Councillor J. 
Jeffrey Hunter, and Mr John Russell. There is to be a Hogmanay Supper of 
"Tatties and Herrin'," and on the 25th January, the Poet's Anniversary will 
be appropriately celebrated. 

GLASGOW ALBANY BURNS CLUB. 
The Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month (from October till 

March inclusive), in White & Smith's Trades House Restaurant, 89 Glassford 
Street, at 7.30 o'clock. Members have the privilege of introducing friends. 

"Maclennan" Cup Bowling Competition.-This competition takes 
place in June, and members desirous of taking part in the game should send 
in their names to the Secretary, not later than lst May (Entry Money, Is 6d). 

SYLLABUS __:SESSION 1905-06. 
1905· 

Oct. 4. "Robert Burns-The Last Phase," 
Nov. r. "Kailyard Literature," -
Dec. 6. "Alex. Smith," 

1906. 
Jan. ro. "French Wit and Humour," 

25. Anniversary pinner -- "The Immortal 
Memorv, - - -

Feb. 7. "The Whistler at the Plough," 
Mar. 7. Closing Address-" Allan Ramsay,"' 

Hon. Pres. Goodall. 
Prof. Glaister, M. D. 
Joseph II. Pearson. 

Prof. Rey. 
) Chas. S. Dougall, M.A., 
f Dollar. 

William Scott. 
President Taylor. 

GATESIDE BURNS CLUB, AIRDRIE. 
Mr A. W. Ritchie, lion. Secretary, writes :-The Gateside Burns Club harl 

their first meeting this session on Friday, l8th August, 1905, when a musical 
programme gathered an enthusiastic company in the Star Hotel, Airdrie. 
President William Briton presided, and he was supported by Messrs Ferguson, 
Scott, Ritchie, and others. The attractive feature of the evening was the 
unveiling of the Burns Federation Diploma by Mr D. C. Wardrop, Honorary 
Secretary, National Burns Club, Limited, Glasgow. After sketching the 
·extraordinary development of Airdrie, Mr \Va1·drop, in happy mood, gave an 
original and witty appreciation of the Ayrshire Bard, which was listened tq 

~ -- , ... :::::c.,,_ ________________ _ 
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with close attention and. frequently applauded with considerable appreciative 
laughter. Song and sentiment thereafter made a pleasant meeting. With So 
members on the roll, Gateside has made a good start, and literary meetings 
will be a speciality. Mr Wardrop received another hearty welcom.e V<hen he 
opened the syllabus on October 2nd, with a humorous lecture entitled " A 
Little Nonsense." 

POLLOKSHAWS BURNS CLUB. 

The School Children's Annual Competition in the Singing and Recitation 
of the Poet's Works, promoted by this Club, took place in the Burgh Hall, 
Pollokshaws, on Friday, 28th October last. R1ibert M'Lean, Esq., President 
of the Club, occupied the chair. A Preliminary Competition took place on the 
previous Saturday for all intending competitors. The children competed in 
classes according to ag,e, as follows :-

I. Confined to Children resident in Pollokshaws, who. attend any of the 
Schools under Eastwood School Board-A (under nine years of age)-Singing 
(rst prize gold medal, 2nd and 2rd silver medals); Recitation (lst gold medal, 
2nd and 3rd silver medals). B (under 12 years of age)-Singing (1st silver 
watch, 2nd and 3rd silver medals); Recitation (rst silver watch, 2nd and 3rcl 
silver medals. C (16 years of age and under)-Singing (1st silver watch, 2nd 
and 3rd silver medal. Recitation (rst silver watch, 2nd and 3rd oilver medals). 

II. Open to Children whose Parents are :Members of the Polloksha ws 
Burns Club (16 years of age and under)-Singing (1st prize silver watch, 2nd 
and 3rd silver medals); Recitation (1st silver watch, 2nd and 3rd silver 
medals). 

III. Open to all School Children resident in East wood Parish of and 
under 16 years of age-A-Singing (rst prize silver watch, 2nd and 3rd silver 
med:ils) ; Recitation (1st silver watch, 2nd and 3rd silver medals). B-Boric 
Prize-A silver medal presented by Mr Pollok, President o{ Ihe Roseherv 
Burns Club, for the best rendering of the Doric. C-Audience Prize-A Silv;r 
\Vatch to the competitor who, in the opinion of the audience, acquited his or 
herself be'it. In addition, Book Prizes were given to all Meritorious Competi
tors in the Final Competition, who were unsuccessful in gaining one of the 
above I'rizes. 

NOTTINGHAM SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. 

In presenting their Third Annual Report the Council have pleasure in 
stating that the progress of the Associ".tion has been maintained. The year 
started with a membership of 218; 29 new members have been added during 
the year. The Council have found it necessary to remove from the roll the 
names of 36 members un.der Rule 4, and 2 through death, so that the total 
membership is now 209. 

It is with the greatest regret that they have to record the loss, through 
death, of Mr Hepburn, a valued member of Council; and the Rev. J. A. 
Mitchell, B.A., Secretary of the Congregational Union, London. 

The programme which was outlined in tl:e booklet circ,1lated last year 
has been carried out almost in its entirety. 
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On 21st July last a Pic-nic to Charnwood Forest, organised by Mr J. 
.Currie, was much appreciated by the company present, numbering about 40. 
Thanks to the kindness of Mrs Perry Herrick, an opportunity was afforded 
the members cif viewing the grounds of Beau Manor Park. 

Meetings have been held in Room 75, Mechanics', twice every month, on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays, for social intercourse, music, songs, and 
games. 

The two Whist Drives, arranged by Mr Stillie, were very successful. The 
President very kindly provided prizes for the winners on both occasions. 

On 8th November Dr Millar contributed a Lecture entitled--" The Lady 
of the Lake," which was very beautifully illustrated by Lime Light Photo
graphic Views; and on roth January Dr Mackie delivered a Lecture on 
Cairngorm and its surroundings (illustrated). 

On the eve of the Anniversary of Burns's Birthday the entertainment was 
".A Nicht wi' Burns." The literary and musical programme being well 
sustained by the mem hers and friends. 

Two other meetings require particular notice :-Dr Watson's advocacy of 
the " Devolution of Parliamentary Powers"; and l\lr Edmonstone's lecture on 
the " Land Question." 

The special events during the session were :-Burns's Dinner, January 
25th; and the Annual Ball, March 9th. 

A company of about 74 sat down to dinner in the Victoria Station Hotel 
to celebrate the Anniversary of the Poet's birthday. The " Immortal 
Memory" wm' proposed by Mr Andrew Crawford, the President, in a speech 
remarkable for its sympathy and eloquence. The remainder of the evening 
was devoted to music and the usual loyal and national toasts. 

A very successful Ball was held at the Woodlands on the 9th March, 
there being about IIJ members and friends present. Two "Cinderellas" 
were held during the year, and the thanks of the Association are due to the 
Dance Secretary for the excellent arrangements made. 

1905. SYLLABUS-SESSION 1905-6. 
October ro Social Evening. 
October 24 Lantern Lecture. 
November 14 Whist Drive. 
November 28 Political Debate. 
December 12 ... Music and Games. 
December 19 Whist Drive. 

1906. 
January 9 
January 23 
February 13 
February 27 
March 13 
March 27 

Musical Evening. 
"A Nicht wi' Burns." 

Lantern Lecture. 
Musical Evening. 

Whist Drive. 
Social Evening. 

BRECHIN BURNS CLUB. 
Covers were laid for fully seventy guests at the annual-celebration-the 

Chairman, Dean of Guild Baxter, presiding. Rev. James Landreth, Logie 
Pest, proposed the " Immortal Memory ;" and, in doing so, treated the 
members to a critical yet sympathetic review of the Poet's life and the influencs 
which moulded his character. 

I 
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The Annual Meeting was held the same night, the reports showing that 
both financially and numerically the Club was doing well. 

The Silver Challenge Shield, designed for the Club by Mr A. M. S. 
Richardson, of the Established Church Training College, Aberdeen, was also 
submitted to the Members. The shield, which is in solid silver, is about 18 
inches in height, and as a centre piece has an excellent representation of Burns 
at the plough. Other scenes represented being the parting of Burns and 
Highland Mary, a scene from the "Cottar's Saturday Night," and "Tam 0° 
Shanter." The floral border is a conventional treatment of the Honesty 
flower. The whole work, which was executed by Mr Duncan, Brechin, was 
greatly admired. 

The competition for the shield eliciteu great interest. Mr Alan Reid, 
F.E.I.S., Edinburgh, officiated as judge, and as the result of his award it was 
given to the choir from Tenement's Schools, trained and conducted by Miss 
Alice Whitlaw. The competition throughout was very close, and it promises 
to do much in encouraging the taste for songs in the vernacular. 

IPSWICH BURNS CLUB. 
THIRD ANNU~L REPORT-3rsT AuGUsT, 1905. 

Our report this year includes one year and eight months working in order 
to bring our rules to conform with the Burns Federation. 

Our Balance Sheet, therefore, is not so favourable, owing to our having 
agreed to expend part of the funds on the Dinner, 25th January, 1904. 

Our Concert on St. Andrew's Day was not a financial success, but in every 
other way it was a great success. Our Honorary Members willingly came to 
our assistance and saved us from an adverse balance. 

Our Dinner on 25th January was again a great success. Our Hon. 
President, Sir Charies Dalrymple, Bart., M. P., occupied the chair, which he 
also did at the Concert on 3oth Novemher, 1904. 

As our Members' Subscriptions were reduced by one-half, the Subscrip
tions seem much less than the previous year. 

During the year we became affiliated with the Burns Federation. and our 
diploma for same now hangs in the Club-room. 

vVe hope that the coming year will be a very successful one. 

1905. 
Oct. 31. 
Nov. 30. 
Dec. 30. 

1906. 
Jan. 23. 
Feb. 22. 
Mar. 

WESTERN BURNS CLUB. 
Instituted I903. Feaerated I904. 

SYLLABUS-SEss10x 1905-6. 
Hallowe'en Supper 
Lecture : Burns, Scotland's Greatest Son 
Musical Evening ... 

Anniversary Dinner . . . .. 
Lecture: Ellisland, a Poet's choice 

*Lantern Lecture: Burns, from the I 
Cradle to the Grave f 

.. . Mr A. A Stewart. 
Rev. W. J. Dickson. 

l\1r Robert Goodall. 

Mr D. M'Naught, J.P. 

Apl. 20. Tattie and Herrin' Supper and Musical Evening 
May Annual Excursion 

The Club meets in the Windsor Restaurant, Partick. 
*~'or this Lecture the Club have engaged the Partick Police Gymnasium. 
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1905. 
Oct. 3. 
Nov. 7. 

,,. 5. 
1906. 

Jan. 9· 
" 25. 

Feb. 6. 
Mar. 6. 
April 3. 
May r. 

" 24. 
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CARLTON BURNS CLUB. 

SYLLABUS-SESSION 1905-6. 

Business Meeting. 
Harmony-contributor, James Ballantine, Esq. 
Essay, "Hamlet "-William Moffatt, Esq., M.A. 

Harmony-contributor, George Stark, Esq. 
Anniversary Dinner. 
Essay-Walter Paton Scott, Esq., L.D.S. 
Harmony- contributors, Messrs]. Anderson and N. M'Culloch. 
Essay-J. II. Pearson, Esq. 
Harmony-contributor, James 'Villiamson, Esq. 
Summer Outing. 

GLASGOW TAM 0' SHANTER CLUB.. 

This Club has had a successful year. At the Anniversary Meeting the 
"Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr James Walsh. Literary E\•enings 
took place on various occasions and were highly successful. 

At the Annual Meeting, in November, the following Office-Bearers were 
appointed :-President, Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter, Writer; Vice-President, Mr 
D. M. Threshie, Writer; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr G. S. Gaull, 26 Apsley 
Place; Committee, Messrs Andrew Crawford, T. P. Thomson, John Car· 
michael, John Smith, Milne, Kelly, and M'Gregor. 

The opening meeting of the Winter Session takes place on r2th 
December, when the Rev. Wm. Vallance, Rutherglen, will lecture on the 
" Songs of Solomen, in light of modern criticism." 

DUBLIN BURNS CLUB. 

The Dublin Burns' Club, which commences its inaugural session with an 
"At Home" in the Sackville Cafe on Friday evening, r3th Oct., hasjust issued 
its syllabus. The winter program.me covers a variety of entertair,nnent, and, 
while, as needs must be, the Burns' anniversary supper stands con'spicuous on 
the list, a night has been reserved dealing with the Poet's work, in conjunction 
with which the People's Frz'md fantern views will be an attractive feature. 
Papers on "Scott" and " Ian MacLaren " are in capable hands, and Tom 
Moore has not been forgotten. The literary evenings will be enlivened with 
vocal and instrumental selections. The Club is thoroughly cosmopolitan-the 
membership open· to admirers of Burns. Its objects are the perpetuation of 
the memory of Robert Burns; the intellectual improvement, social intercourse, 
and enjoyment of its members. The subscription is small, and judging from 
the names of office-bearers and Committee, together with what should prove 
an interesting programme, we are inclined to predict a prosperous future for the 
new Society. Syllabus and other p:nticulars may be had from the hon. secretary, 
Mr J. Farquhar, 5 Parkview Avenue, Harold's Cross. 

1-~·--.... -=----1 "··~----------------------
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BURNS'S BURGESS TICKET OF DUMFRIES. 

THE Burgess Ticket granted by the Burgh of Dumfries to the Poet Burns has 
returned after many years to the ancient burgh, and the securing of this 
valuable relic is due, not to municipal enterprise, but to that enthu'siast, Mr 
John Thomson, of the IIole-i'-th'-\Va' Inn, High Street, whose Burns 
museum is perhaps urxivalled in the country among private collections. Mr 
Thomson has a capital mode of preserving such documentary relics by framing 
them between strong sheets of glass, so that they can be read back and front, 
and the Burgess Ticket has already been so conserved. The designatory side 
bears the inscription :-

Burgess Ticket 
the 

Town of Dumfries 
to 

Mr Robert Burns 
1787. 

The two opening words are in ornamental lettering, and it is quite evident 
that in these days Freedoms of the Burgh were not unfrequently granted, as 
the lettering was all printed, as if a stereotyped form, while only the name 
of the free burgess and part of the year, the figures '87, were written with the 
pen. On the other side is the wording of the ticket, the whole being 
surmounted-on the left with a floriated shidd enclosing a picture of St. 
Michael standing on the serpent, encircled by the words: St. Michael sigi!!um 
tOJ1111111ue Burgi de Drunifries, and on the right with burghal designation and 
,date in big ornamental letters. The wording is as follows:-

"At Drumfries the fourth day of June, one-thousand-seven-hundred-und
eighty-seven years-

" The said day Mr Robert Burns, Ayrshire, was admitted Burgess of this 
Burgh with liberty to him exerce and enjoy the whole immunities and privileges 
thereof as amply and freely as any other does, may, or can enjoy. \Vho being 
present accepted the same, and g~ve his oath of burgess-ship to llis Majesty 
and the Eurgh in common form. Extracted by 

(Signed} "JOHN AITKEN, 
"C. T. Ck." 

Appended to the ticket is the following certificate bearing the Burgh 
Seal:-

"I certify that the ticket appended hereto, subscribed by the late John 
Aitken then one of the Town Clerks of Dumfries-anciently Drumfries-is 
the ho~orary burgess ticket presented by the Burgh to the ,Poet Burns. In 
further certification I have hereto affixed the Common Seal ,of the Burgh, this 

25th January, 1841. 
(Signed) "JAMES BROOM, 

"Town Clerk of Dumfries. 

"That the above is the hanclwriting and signature of Mr James Broom is 

attested l>y 
(Signed) "JOH!\' M'DIJ\RMID," 

-~D11111/ries Courier and ffera!d, 

-
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MOTTO-" A MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT." 

The Burns Federation, 
INSTITUTED 1885, 

Hon. President-The Right Hon. The EARL OF ROSEBERY, K.G., K.T. 

OFFICE-BEARERS. 

President-Hon. Sheriff MACKAY, J.P., Kilmarnock. 
Vice-Presidents-Sir JAMKS S1v1n>vRIGllT, K.C.M.G. 

WM. WALLACE, LL.D., 36 Lilybank Gardem, Glasgow. 
Dr WM. FINDLAY, 19 Westercraig<, Dennistoun. 
DAVID MURRAY, M.A., B.Sc., Grammar School, Kihi1 irnock. 
JAMES l\I'CULLOCH, 27 Rose Street, Garnet.hill, Glasgow. 
f. B. MORISON, Burns Club, 36 Nicholson Street, Greenock. 
J. THOMSON FINDLAY, Findlayson House, Kilbowie Road, Clydebank. 
THOMAS BROWN, Maryfield, Lowwaters, Hamilton. 
J. S. JAMIESON, 27 Broomhill Drive, Partick. 
HUGH ALEXANDER, J.P., Eastfield House, Rutherglen. 
J. JEFFREY HUNTER, ro9 Bath Street, Glasgow. 
A. M'CALLUM, Thornliebank. 

Hon. Secretary- Captain D. SNEDDON, J.P., Kilmarnock. 
Assistant Secretary-THos. AMos, M.A., Kilmarnock. 
Hon. Treasurer-JOSEPH BROCKIE, J.P., Royal Bank, Kilmarnock. 
Editor, "Burns Chronic!e"--D. M'NAUGHT, J.P., Ilenrig, Kilmaurs. 
Auditors-GEORGE DUNLOP, J.P., Kilmarnock. 

DAVID MURRAY, M.A., B.Sc., Kilmarnock. 

CONSTITUTION. 

I. The Federation shall consist of an Hon. President, Executive Council, 
and the affiliated members of each Club 

II. The Executive Coundl shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, 
· Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Editor of Annual Burns Chromi:!t, 

and two Auditors -all of whom shall be elected annually and be eligible 
for re-election-also of the President, Vice· President, and Secretary of 
each affiliated Club, and other gentlemen of eminence as Ilurnsites 
nominated by the Executive. 

III. AU Past Presidents of the Federation shall ex-otftdc be members of the 
Executive Council. 

OBJECTS OF THE FEDERATION. 

r. To strengthen and consolidate the bond of fellowship existing amongst the 
members of Burns Clubs and kindred societies by universal affiliation. 

2. To superintend the publication of works relating to Burns. 
3. To acquire a fund for the purchase and preservation of Holograph Manu

scripts and other Relics connected with the Life and Works of the Poet, 
and for other purposes of a like nature, as the Executive Council may 
determine. 

RULES. 

r. The Headquarters of the Federation shall be at Kilmarnock, the town in 
which the Federation was inaugurated and carried to a practical issue, 
and which contains the only properly organised Burns Library and 
Museum in the United Kingdom. 

2. Properly organised Burns Clubs, St. Andrew's Societies, and kindred 
Associations may be admitted to the Federation by application in writin()' 
to the f{oQ. Secretary, enclosing copy of Constitut(QQ :J.QQ R,ules, " 

~'~~=~~-' ...... ......_,__ __________ _ 
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3. The Registration Fee is 21s, on receipt of which the Diploma of the 
Federation shall be issued, after being numbered and signed by the 
President and Hon. Secretary. 

4. Members of every Burns Club or Kindred Association registered by the 
Federation shall be entitled to receive a pocket Diploma on payment of 
Is. (These payments are final-not annual.) 

5. The Funds of the Federation shall be vested in the Executive Council for 
the purposes before-mentioned. 

6. A meeting of the Executive Council shall be held annually during the 
Summer or Autumn mon\hs at such place as may be agreed upon by the 
Office-Bearers, when reports on the year's transactions shall be submitted 
by the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer, and Office-Bearers elected for 
the ensuing year. 

7. A meeting of the Office-Bearers shall take place some time before the 
Annual Meeting of the Executive Council to make the necessary arrange
ments for the same. 

8. That each Federated Club shall subscribe ros 6d per annum towards the 
fund for the publication of the Burns Chronicle. 

9. Notice of any amendment or alteration of the Constitution or Rules of the 
Federation, to be considered at the Annual Meeting, must be sent in 
writing to the Hon. Secretary not later than the 31st March. 

BENEFITS. 

I. Registered Clubs are supplied free with copies of newspapers containing 
accounts of meetings, demonstrations, &c., organised, conducted, or 
attended by the Executive Council of the Federation, and of the Annual 
Meeting of the Kilmarnock Burns Club. 

2. Exchange of fraternal greetings on the anniversary of the Poet's natal day. 
3. Members of Registered Clubs who have provided themselves with pocket 

diplomas, are entitled to attend meetings of all Clubs on the Roll of the 
Federation, they being subject to the rules of the Club visited, but having 
no voice in its management unless admitted a member according to 
local form. 

4. Members are entitled to be supplied through the Secretaries of their 
respective Clubs, with copies of all works published by the Federation, at 
a discount of 33! per cent. 

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE FEDERATION. 

BURNS's HOLOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS in the Kilmarnock Monument Museum, 
with Notes I889 rs 6d 

BURNS's CHRONICLE AND CLUB DIRECTORY, I892 IS od 
I893 IS 6d 
I894 IS 6d 
1895 IS 6d 
I896 IS 6d 
I897 IS 6d 
1898 IS 6d 
I899 IS 6d 
1900 IS 6d 

(out of print) I90I Is 6d 
I902 IS 6d 

" 
I903 IS 6d 
1904 IS 6d 
I905 IS 6d 
1906 IS 6d 

A few copies of the back vols. may still be had on application to the Hon. 
Secretary. Increased prices are charged when the vols. are out of print. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

BURNS FEDERATION. 

COUNTY HOTEL, 

HAMILTON, 2nd September, I905. 

THE Annual Meeting of the Executive Council of the Burns Federation 
was held here to-day at 11.30· A.M. Mr David Murray, M.A., B.Sc., 
presided, owing to the unavoidable absence of the President, ex-Provost 
Mackay. 

The following delegates from Federated Clubs were present:-

No. o, Kilmarnock.-Captain Sneddon, D. M'Naught, Dr Findlay, 
David Murray, Thomas Amos, James Middleton. 

No. r, London.-C. J. Wilkinson-Pimbury. 

No. 2, Alexandria.-Duncan Carswell. 
No. 9, Glasgow Royalty.-James M'Culloch, W. C. Rodger, and James 

Hamilton. 
No. 21, Greenock.-James Nicol, A. Kerr Bruce, W. B. Foster, Alex. 

Ramsay, and George Knox. 
No. 36, Glasgow Rosebery.-A. Pollock, George Armour, and Peter 

Smith. 
No. 50, Stirlir.g.-Ridley Sandeman and John Craig. 
No. 57, Thornliebank. - A. M'Callum, George Neil, and Donald 

Jamieson. 
No. 67, Glasgow Carlton.-J. H. Pearson and James Ballantine. 
No. 87, Campsie.-P. Kincaid. 

No. 88, Caledonian Glasgow.-John Muirhead. 

No. 89, Sunderland.-W. Turner. 
N..;. gr, Shettleston.-R. G. Chrystal and William Lawson. 

No. 97, Kilmarnock Bellfield.-Messrs Neilson and Carson. 
No. roo, Hamilton Mossgiel.-J. S. Cairns, T. Brown, Archibald 

Clark, and James Paterson. 
No. rr3, Vale of Leven Glencairn. '-Robert Mossman and John 

M'Pherson. 
No. I 15, Kippen.-S. Thomson and George M'Queen. 

No. 121, Hamilton Junior.-W. Wilson, D. T. Kirk, and J. Millar. 
No. 128, Cowdenbeath Glencairn.-Duncan Beaton. 
No. 132, R_iccarton Kirkstyle.-W. Lumsden and G. Park. 

No. 133, Newarthill.-W. Moore and H. M'Nulty. 

No. 134, Duntocher Heron.-Alex. Handyside, 

~-- ,,,.,~ ~----
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No. 135, Partick Western.-James Webster, J. A. Biggs, and W. 
M'Connachie. 

No. 136, Hamilton Royal Oak.-James Shepherd, Andrew Orr, and 

James Orr. 

No. 139, Glasgow National.-Bailie Willox, J. Jeffrey Hunter, J. Hunter, 
and D. C:. Wardrop. 

No. I40, Pollokshaws.-John Hamilton and Robert M'Lean. 

No. I42, Bonnybridge.-James Paterson and Walter Powers. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from J. S. Jamieson, Partick; 
D. M'Farlane, Edinburgh; W. G. M. Brown, St. Andrews; ex-Bailie II. 

Mayberry, Glasgow; Mrs J. B. Ferguson, Bonnybridge; and P. Paterson, 
Dunfermline. 

The minutes of last Annual Meeting, and of the Committee meetings 
held during the year, were read and adopted. 

Captain Sneddon read the Treasurer's statement. The income for the 
year was £52 9s 7d, and the expenditure £z7 7s 8d, the cash on hand at the 
end of the year being £205 5s Id, against £180 3s 2d last year-a net increase 

of £zs Is Id. 

During the year nine clubs had joined the Federation. He (the 
Secretary) also impressed on. the delegates the advantages obtained by possess
ing the members' pocket diploma. 

In his report on the Chronicle, Mr M'Naught said that the publication 
was now yielding an annual profit. Last year's sale had been the quickest on 
record. In referring to the desirability of securing original matter, Mr 
l\i'Naught thought that the Federation should do its best to get possession of 

a copy of the notes in the interleaved Glenriddel copy of /ohnston's Museum, 
if it could be got at a reasonable price. He ah;o assured the delegates that he 
held himself ready to insert the club notes forwarded to him. 

Mr M'Callum, Pollokshaws, in moving the acceptance of Mr M'Naught's 
report, proposed that the usual donation of £I5 be extended to £zo in view of 
the special circumstances mentioned. Captain Sneddon thought the Federa
tion might trust the Executive to secure the document on the most economical 
terms, if it was considered necessary to purchase it. He thought they should 

not draw a hard and fast line in naming a certain sum. 

]\fr M'Culloch, Glasgow, supported Captain Sneddon's suggestion, 
which was agreed to, Mr M'Callum withdrawing his motion. 

Mr D. C. Wardrop, Glasgow, asked for authority to purge the Directory 

of the names of dead Secretaries and Clubs. 

Mr Ballantyne, Glasgow, proposed that the Executive appoint a man in 
each of the large towns to assist them in rectifying this state of matters. 

Mr Turner, Sunderand, seconded the motion, adding that the appoint· 
ment of such a representative in the north of England would do much to 

bring Burns Clubs closer to each other. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 
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Mr D. C. Wardrop was then appointed representative for Glasgow and 
the neighbourhood, and Mr Turner representative for the north of England. 
The Executive was empowered to appoint representatives for other distri~ts. 

Mr M'Culloch gave in a report from the Office-bearers on the proposed 
Chair of Scottish Literature. The response made to the appeal for funds for 
this purpose had been so poor that it was considered advisable to lay the 
matter before the Annual Meeting, and request further instructions. He 
moved that the Committee be discharged and the matter dropped. 

The Chairman supported the motion. 

In reply to a question from Dr Finlay, Glasgow, the Secretary stated that 
in all £273 9s 6d had been promised . 

Mr M'Callum described in detail the work that had been done by the 
Committee. In view of the poor response to the appeal he seconded Mr 
M'Culloch's motion. 

Mr M'Naught and Captain Sneddon were also of the opinion that the 
matter should be dropped. 

The Secretary stated that three appeals had now been made, and very 
little had resulted from them. 

Mr Hamilton, Pollockshaws, said that appeals by circulars were of little 
use. The Federation should 1ppoint a few enthusiastic men to call on Clubs 
and individuals from whom they might expect subscriptions. 

Mr Ballantyne moved, as an amendment, that the Committee should be 
retained. The matter might be allowed to hang over for a period of 
two years. 

Mr Cairns, Hamilton, seconded the amendment, and he was supported 
by Mr Handyside, Duntocher. 

A vote being taken, the amendment was carried by 32 votes to 27. 

Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter moved the re-election of Office-bearers en bloc, 
which was unanimously agreed to. 

On the motion of Captain Sneddon, seconded by Mr M'Naught, Mr John 
Drake, Glasgow, was appointed Poet Laureate. 

Mr Alex. Pollock moved a resolution instructing the Executive to procure 
suitable tunes for one or more of the minor songs of Burns by offering each 
year a prize or prizes to composers. 

Mr Turner, Sunderland, seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
adopted. 

It was agreed to send a communication to the Burns Club, South 
Hackney, London, which called itself t1'e London Burns Club, requesting it 
to alter its name in view of the confusion which at present prevailed through 
the existence of the London Robert Burns Club., No. I on the roll of 
the Federation. 

Mr Wilkinson-Pimbury, president of No. I Club, was present in support 
of the representation which his Ciub had made. 
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The Chairman introduced Mr J. A. Morris, Ayr, who was present on the 
invitation of the President to make a statement on the proposed re-building of 
the Auld Brig o' Ayr. 

Mr Morris, who was cordially received, referred to the Auld Brig as the 
grandest monument to Burns in Ayr. It was in danger of destruction. The 
Town Council had plans prepared for re-building it. He thought it could be 
preserved, and consid~red that if the Federation sent to the Town Council a 
recommendation of sympathy with any scheme for the preservation of the 
bridge it would be of very material help. If, in addition, financial help were 
promised from the Burns Clubs, the matter would be almost settled. 

Mr M'Naught moved the following resolution :-"That the Burns 
Federation cordially approves of the efforts being made for the preservation of 
the Auld Brig o' Ayr, and instructs its Executive to act in concert with the 
promoters of any feasible scheme whereby it may be handed down to posterity 
in its ancient integrity." He said that they did not commit themselves to 
anything by this resolution. The question of promising financial help could 
be safely left in the hands of the Executive. 

On the suggestion of Mr Pollock, Mr M'Naught agreed to embody in his 
motion thanks to the Town Council of Ayr for their efforts to preserve the 
Auld Brig. 

Mr M'Naught's motion was unanimously agreed to, and it was further 
resolved that the Executive Committee should meet with Mr Morris before 
making their representation to the Town Council of Ayr. 

On the motion of Mr Jeffrey Hunter, seconded by Mr Handyside, 
Duntocher, a hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr Morris, and a similar 
compliment was paid to the Chairman on the motion of Mr Pollock. 

LUNCHEON AND DRIVK 

The members and a number of lady friends thereafter sat down to 
luncheon in the Hotel. Apologies for absence were intimated from the Duke 
of Hamilton and Sheriff Thomson. Provost Keith, Hamilton, presided, and 
proposed the loyal toasts. The other toasts were "The Town of Hamilton," 
proposed by Mr J. Jeffrey Hunter, responded to by Provost Keith; "The 
Burns Federation," proposed by Mr Turner, Sunderland, responded to by 
Captain Sneddon; and the "Hamilton Burns Clubs," by Mr D. C. Wardrop, 
responded to by Mr T. Brown. 

The company then drove to Cadzow Forest, where 1he famous white 
cattle and old oaks were viewed with great interest. They also visited 
Cadzow Castle, Ross House, Hamilton Low Parks, and the Mausoleum, 
where a photograph of the party was taken. Mr A. G. Millar, Hamilton, 
described the various places of interest in a highly instructive manner. The 
local arrangements were admirably carried out by Mr A. S. Cairns, the 
popular Secretary of the l\fossgiel Burns Club, and he was ably assisted in his 
work by delegates from the other Federated Burns Clubs in Hamilton. 

THOMAS AMOS, !Ion. Assist. Secy. 
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Alphabetical List of Federated Clubs. 

---
No. 40.-Aberdeen. 

84. -Abington. 
23.-Adelaide. 
20. -Airdrie. 

r43.-Airdrie-Gateside. 
2. -Alexandria. 
6.-Alloa. 

82.-Arbroath. 
123.-Auchinleck. 
19.-Auckland. 
99. -Barlinnie. 
12.-Barrow-in-Furness. 
64.-Beith. 
15.-Belfast. 
30. -Blackburn. 

r25.-Blackburn-on-Avon. 
95.-Bolton. 
29.-Bolton Juniors 

I 19.-Bonhill. 
r42.-Bonnybridge. 
76. -Brechin. 

120.-Bristol. 
114.-Brodick. 
106. -Broxburn--Rosebery. 

4.-Callander. 
110.-Cambuslang. 
87.-Campsie. 
71.-Carlisle. 

102.-Carlisle-Border. 
8 r.-Carstairs Junction. 
I r.-Chesterfield. 
51.-Chicago. 

r38.-Cleland. 
93.-Clydebank. 

103. -Coal burn-Rosebery. 
79.-Corstorphine. 

127 .-Cowdenbeath-Haggis. 
128.-Cowdenbeath-Glencairn. 
42.-Crieff. 
66. -Crossgates. 
45.-Cumnock. 
86.-Cumnock-The Winsome 
62.-Cupar. [Willie. 
35.-Dalry. 

122.-Darnconner. 
55.-Derby. 
37.-Dollar. 

146.-Dublin. 
10.-numbarton. 
52.-Dumfries-Mechanics. 

104.-Dumfries-Oak. 

No. u2.-Dumfries-Howff. 
r4.-Dundee. 
69. -Dunedin. 
80.-Dunoon-Cowal. 
8 5. -Dunfermline-United. 

r 34. - Duntocher-Heron. 
5.-Earlston. 

ro8.-East Calder. 
22.-Edinburgh. 

r r r.-Edinburgh-South. 
124.-Edinburgh-Ninety. 
149.-Elgin. 
126.-Falkirk. 
44.-Forfar. 
90. -Garelochhead. 
3.-Glasgow-Tam o' Shanter 
7.- Thistle. 
9.- ,, Royalty. 

24.- Bi.tnk. 
27.- Spring burn. 
33.- Haggis. 
34.- Carrick. 
36.- Rosebery. 
38.- Jolly Beggars. 
39.- St. David's. 
4r.- Dennistoun. 
43.- Northern. 
47.- St. Rollox. 
49.- Bridgeton. 
61.- Glencairn. 
63.- l\fossgiel. 
67.- Carlton. 
68.- Sandyford. 
70.- St. Rollox Jolly 

74.-
78.-
83.-
88-· 

107.-
109.-
1r7.
r18.
r39.-
r45.- ,. 

Beggars. 
Mauchline Soc. 
Ardgowan. 
Co-operative. 
Caledonian. 
Hutchesontown. 
Caledonia. 
Southern. 
Albany. 
National. 
Central. 

I 29. -Gorbals. 
59.-Gourock-Jolly Beggars. 
53.-Govan-Fairfield. 

I r6.-Greenloaning. 
2 r.-Greenock. 

148. -Greenock-Cronies. 
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No. 100.-Hamilton-Mossgiel. 
121.-Ilamilton-Junior. 
136.-Hamilton-Royal Oak. 
137.-Ipswich. 
96.-Jedburgh. 
92.-Kilbowie. 

o. -Kilmarnock. 
97. -Kilmarnock-Bellfield. 

115.-Kippen. 
58.-Kirkcaldy. 
75.-Kirn. 
98.-Lanark. 

144. - Larbert and Stenhousemuir. 
73.-Lenzie. 
18.-Liverpool. 
!.-London. 

28.-Mauchline -- The Jolly 
Beggars. 

8.-Morpeth (dormant). 
101.-Motherwell. 
56.-Muirkirk-Lapraik. 
65.-Musselburgh. 
32.-Newark. 

133.-Newarthall. 
131.-Nottingham. 

No. 17.-Nottingham (dormant). 
48.-Paisley. 
77. -Paisley-Gleniffer. 
72.-Partick. 

135.-Partick-Western. 
26.-Perth. 
54.-Perth-St. Johnstone. 

140.-Pollokshaws. 
132.-Riccarton-Kirkstyle. 
130.-Row. 
rn5.-Rutherglen. 
31.-San Francisco. 
9 I. - Shettleston. 
13.-St. Andrews. 
50.-Stirling. 

141.-Stonehouse. 
147.-Stonehouse--Haggis. 
89. -Sunderland. 
r6.- Sydney. 
57. -Thornliebank. 
94.-Uphall. 

113.-Vale of Leven·-Glencairn. 
46. - Warwickshire. 
25.-Winnipeg. 
60. -Wolverhampton. 
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DIRECTORY 
OF 

BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 

ON THE 

ROLL OF THE BURNS FEDERATION, 1906, 

No. o.-KILMARNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1808. Federated 1885. 
Place and date of meeting, George Hotel, 25th January, at 8 
p.m. President, James Middleton, J.P., Braehead House; Vice
President, Rev. George Simpson Yuille, B.D., Edgehill Manse; 
Secretary, Thomas Amos, M.A., Sunnyside, Glebe Road, Kil
marnock; Committee, ex-Provost Mackay, J.P.; Capt. Sneddon, 
J.P.; D. M'Naught, J.P.; J. Brockie, J.P.; D. Murray, M.A., 
B.Sc.; Bailie John Kerr, B.L.; G. A. Innes, F.E.I.S.; George 
Dunlop, J.P. ; J. B. Wilson, J.P.; William M'Menan, B.A.; 
R. D. Tannahill, F.S.I.; Bailie M. Robertson, J.P.; W. Heron, 
R. Wylie, Captain D. Yuille, Captain J. R. Turner, and Captain 
G. H. Wilson. 

No. 1--LONDON Robert Burns Club. Instituted 1868. Federated 1885. 
Place and date of meeting, various. President, C. J. Wilkinson
Pimbury, 60 Marmoro Road, Honor Oak, S.E.; Vice-President, 
John Page, "Patterdale," Mapesbury Road, Brondesbury, N.W.; 
Secretary and Treasurer, W. C. Daniels, "Woodstock," 141 
Osbaldeston Road, Stoke Newington, N.; Committee, R. Gunn 
:Mackay, R. W. Murray, H. D. Colvill, F. W. Warren, A. 
Stephen, T. ·F. Myers, Arthur R. Molison, E. J. Milner Allen, 
Harold Clunn, Dr J. M'Call, T. Earnest Price, and C. J. Smith. 

No. 2.-ALEXANDRIA Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 1885. 
Place and date of meeting, Village School, first Friday of each 
month, at 7.30. President, ·Matthew Campbell, 29 Susannah 
Street, Alexandria; Vice-President, Peter Conachie, 53 George 
Street, Bonhill ; Secretary, Duncan Carswell, Linnbrane Terrace, 
Alexandria; Committee, Alex. M'Farlane, Thomas Browning, 
John M'Gowan, W. Livsy, Hugh M'Nevin, and Duncan Murphy. 
25 member~. 

No. 3.-TAM O' SHANTER Bums Club, Instituted 1880. Federated 
1885. Place and date of meeting, Trades House Restaurant, 
Glassford Street, once a month. President, James Jeffrey Hunter, 
Esq., rn9 · Bath Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, David M. 
Threshie, Esq., 141 Bath Street, Glasgow; Secntary, G. S. Galt, 
26 Apsley Place, Glasgow; Committee, Messrs Crawford, Watson, 
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Thomson, Carmichael, Smith, Ritchie, M'Laren, and Gershon. 
Special features of Club-Encouragement of Scotch literature and 
n1usic. 

No. 4.--CALLANDER Burns Club. Instituted 1877. Federated 1885. 
Secretary, James S. Anderson, Callander. 

No. 5 -ERCILDOUNE Burns Club. Instituted January, 1885. Federated 
26th November, 1885. Place of meeting, Red Lion Hotel. 
President, G. L. M'Donald, Station Road, Earlston; Vice
Presidents, G. Miles, High Street; M. Milne, High Street; 
Secretary, A. M. Black, Market Place. 

No. 6.-ALLOA Burns Club (formerly Alloa Haggis Club). Instituted 
1873. Federated 1896. Secretary, R. Tait Melville, 44 Mill 
Street, Alloa. 

No. 7. -GLASGOW Thistle Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Federated 
1885. Treasurer, Andrew Kerr, 24 Thistle Street, Glasgow, S.S. 

SecretarJ', D. Montgomery. 40 members. 

No. 8.-MORPETH and District Burns Club (dormant). Last Secntary, 
John Dobson, Oldgate Street, Morpeth. 

No. 9. - GLASGOW Royalty Burns Club. Instituted 1882. Federated 
1886. President, John M'Guffie, 143 Argyle Street, Glasgow; 
Vice-President, James Hamilton, 213 Buchanan Street, Glas_;ow; 
SecretarJ', Wm. C. Rodger, 44 Bath Street, Glasgow; Committee, 
Daniel Douglas, Rob. Finlay, W. D. Goudie, John Gibson, Wm. 
Hamilton, and James M'Nicoll. 

No. 10.-DUMBARTON Burns Club. Instituted 1859. Federated 1886. 
Place, date, and time of meeting, Elephant Hotel, 25th January, 
19o6, at 7.30 p.m. President, Alex. M. Kennedy, Glenholm, 
Greenock; Vice-President, James Wilson, 18 Strathleven Place, 
Dumbarton; Secretary, Captain M'Gilchrist, Gasworks House, 
Dumbarton; Committee, Dr M'Lachlan, M. D.; Bailie Kirk, 
Major W. B. Thomson, V.D.; Provost MacFarlan, Major Mac
Farlane, and Messrs Wm. Baird and Hugh Inglis. Special 
features of Club-Celebration of the Poet's Birthday. 

No. r 1.-CHESTERFIELD Burns Society. Federated 1886. Secretary, 

George Edward Drennan, 77 Salter Gate, Chesterfield, Derby

shire. 
No. 12.-BARROW-IN-FURNESS Burns Club. Federated 1886. Secre

tary, Alex. M'Naught, 4 Ramsden Square, Barrow·in-Furness. 

No. 13.-ST. ANDREWS BURNS CLUB. Instituted 1869. Federated 
1886. Place and date of meeting, Annual Dinner on 25th 
January, 1906, in Royal Hotel. President, Dr J. Hunter P. 
Paton, Castlemount, St. Andrews; Vice-President, Mr Andrew 
Bennet, Secretary, University, St. Andrews; Secretary, Mr W. G. 
M. Brown, r 16 South Street, St. Andrews; Committee, Provost 
Murray, Bailie Todd, Councillor Goodwillie, Mr W. Norman 
Boase, Mr Walter Mitchell, and Mr David I Iunter. 140 members. 

19 
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No. 14.-DUNDEE Burns Club. Instituted 1860. Federated 1886. Place 
and time of meeting, 36 Nethergate, Dundee, first Wednesday of 
every month, at 8.30 p.m. President, Thomas Bennett, 36 Nether· 
gate, Dundee; Vice-President, James L. Christie, 36 Nethergate; 
Secretary, James Binny, 36 Nethergate; Curator, John A. Purvis; 
Treasurer and Librarian, Edward Dobson. 

;No. 15.-BEI.FAST Burns Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. Secre
tary, Barclay M'Conky, Belfast. 

No. 16.-SYDNEY Burns Club. Instituted 1880. Federated 1886. Secre
tary, W. Telfer, School of Arts, Pitt Street, Sydney, N.S. W. 

No. 17.-NOTTINGHAM Scottish Society (dormant). Federated 1886. 
No. 18.-LIVERPOOL Burns Club. Instituted 1877. Federated 1886, 

Secretary, James M'William, 8 Normandy Street, Liverpool. 
No. 19.-AUCKLAND Burns Club and Literary Society. Instituted 1884. 

Federated 1886. Secretary, John Horn, Wellington Street, 
Auckland, N.Z. 

No. 20.-AIRDRIE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 1886. Place 
of meeting, Royal Hotel, Airdrie. President, John Watson, Esq.; 
Vice-President, John W. Findlay, Esq., Airdrie House Cottage, 
Airdrie; Secretary, Mr R. C. Platt, 72 South Bridge St., 
Airdrie; Treasurer, S. Rogerson, Holmbank, Chapel Street. 
Airdrie; Committee, William Sutherland, R. .Monteith, William 
Anderson, George Kennedy, and John B. Allan. 

No. 2r.-GREENOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1802. Federated 1886. 
Time of meeting, twice a month, from ·November to April. 
President, J. B. Morison, West Blackhall Street, Greenock; Vice· 
Presidents, Alex. Gemmell, M.A., The Acade1~1y, Greenock; 
:Major W. Campbell, Port-Glasgow; Secretaries, A. Kerr Bruce, 
37a Newton Street, Greenock; and H. N. Whitelaw, Port
Glasgow; Committee, W. B. Ingram, J. Leighton, John Barbour, 
T. P. M'Callum, Alex. Ramsay; Director of Music, John Currie. 
Special features of the Club-Strangers are always welcome to 
attend Club meetings; the Greenock Club is the oldest Club in 
the world. 

No. 22.-EDINBURGH Burns Club. Institured 1848. Federated 1886. 
Secretary, George T. Clunie, C.A., 2 St. Andrew Square, 
Edinburgh. 

No. 23.-ADELAIDE South Australian Caledonian Society. Instituted 
188r. Federated 1886. Secretary, H, G. M'Krittick, Society's 
Office, 70 Grenfield Street, Adelaide, S.A. 

No. 24.- GLASGOW BANK Burns Club. Instituted 1844. Federated 1886. 

No. 25.-_WINNIPEG St. Andrew's Society. Federated 1886. Secre!ar;', 
David Phillip, Government Buildings, Winnipeg, Man. 

No. 26.-PERTH Burns Club. Instituted 1873. Federated 1886. Secreta1')'1 
James Harper, 68 St. John Street, Peith, 
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No. 27.-SPRINGBURN Burns Club. Instituted 1884. Federated 25th 
June, 1886. Place of meeting, T. D. Wilson's Rooms, 771 
Springburn Road, President, Robert Gibson, 400 Parliamentary 
Road, Glasgow; Vice-President, Robert Gray, Rocklea Cottage, 
Bishopbriggs ; Sewetary, Cameron Henderson, Syriam Terrace, 
Springburn ; Treasurer, George Sloss, 426 Springburn Road. 

No. 28.-TIIE JOLLY BEGGARS Burns Club, Mauchline. 

No. 29.-BOLTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted 1881. Federated 1886. 
Secretary, Harry George, 32 Halstead Street, The Harregh, 
Bolton. 

No. 30.-BLACKBURN BURNS CLUB. Instituted 1884. Federated 9th 
July, 1886. Place of meeting, Victoria Hotel. President, Wm. 
Ferguson, 40 Ainsworth Street, Blackburn, Lancashire; Vice
Presi<lent, John Smith, Union Street, Blackburn, Lancashire; 
Secretary and Treasurer, Robert Ferguson, Solicitor, 27 Rich
mond Terrace, Blackburn, Lancashire; Committee, J. Little, J. 
;\f'Vittie, W. Maxwell, J. Forbes, T. Ferguson, J. Rutherford, J. 
Robertson, F. S. Jardine, J. Graham, J. Sho_rrock, F. Wilkinson, 
W. Wallbank, and J. W. Barton. Special features of Club-(1) 
to commemorate the Birthday of Burns; (2) to encourage the 
study of Burns and of the Scottish Poets, and of . literature 
generally. 

No. 3r.-SAN FRANCISCO Scottish Thistle Club. Instituted 1882. 
Federated 1886. Recorder, George W. Paterson, 801 Guerer0 
Street, San Francisco. 

No. 32. -NEW ARK Caledonian Club. Federated 1886. Secretary, John 
Hogg, Caledonian Club, Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

No 33. -GLASGOW Haggis Club. Instituted 1872. Federated 1886. 
Place and time of meeting, "M'Culloch's," 109 Argyle Street, 
last Friday of February, l\larch, April, September, October, 
November, and December. President, James Stewart, 152 
Argyle Street; Vice-President, Alexander Brown, IO Argyle 
Arcade; Secretary, Joseph Martin, Solicitor, 163 West George 
Street: Treasurer, Hugh B. Stewart, 74 York Street. Special 
features of Club-" Social." 

No. 34.-GLASGOW Carrick Burns Club. Instituted°· 1_859. Feder~ted 
1887. Place and time of meeting, 62 Glassford Street, Glasgow, 
last Tuesday of each month, at 7.30. President, Matthew Fergu
son, 412 Parliamentary Road, Glasgow; Vice-President, William 
Brownlie, II \Vest Nile Street, Glasgow; Secretary, C. C. Thom
son, 99 Grant Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, Robert Norval, 8 Park 
Drive South, Whiteinch. 30 members. Special feature of Club 
-study of Burns and kindred literature. 

No 35.-DALRY Burns Club. Instituted 1826. Federated 1887. Date of 
meeting, Friday evening nearest 25th January. President, 
Patrick Comrie, Waterside, Dairy; Vice-President,· Hugh 
Higgins, merchant, Allandale, Dairy; Cori'esponding Secretary, 
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J. Hunter Hamilton, Solicitor, Dairy ; Recording Secretary, 
David Johnstone, M.A., Tintagel, Dairy; Treasurer, Robert 
Comrie, Waterside, Dairy. Special features of Club---The Club 
has met annually in the same place since 1826, and all meetings 
are minuted in the Records; no reporters admitted. 

No. 36.-GLASGOW Rosebery Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 
1887. Meets in the Alexandra Hotel, Bath Street, on Tuesdays, 
from October roth till April 24th. President, James Murray, 30 
Belgrove Street; Vice-President, William Allan, 7 Park Road, W.; 
Secretary, Charles F. M'Pherson, 3 Holmhead Crescent, Cath
cart; Treasurer, William C. Graham ; Committee, Alex. Pollock, 
Henry A. Fisher, Ronald Johnston, James Angus, George Armour, 
Peter Smith. Competition Committee, James Angus, Peter 
Smith, Alex. Pollock (Convener). Director of Music, George M. 
Weir; Pianist John Rogerson; Librarian, John Smith. 

No. 37.--DOLLAR Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1887. Secre· 
tary, John Murray, Cairnpark Street, Dollar. 

No. 38.-GLASGOW Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 
1888. 

No. 39.-GLASGOW St. David's Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 
1889. 

No. 40.-ABERDEEN Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1889. 
President, James M'Intosh, 50 Mushit Hall, Aberdeen. 

No. 4t.-DENNISTOUN Burns Club. Instituted 1886. Federated 1889. 
Secretary, John B. M'Intosh, 300 Duke Street, Glasgow. 

No. 42.-CRIEFF Burns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated 189r. Secretary, 
William Pickard, Meadow Place, Crieff. 

No. 43.-GLASGOW Northern Burns Club. Federated 1891. Secretary, 
James Weir, 216 New City Road, Glasgow. 

No. 44.-FORFAR Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 189r. Secretary, 
Henry Rae, 14 Montrose Road, Forfar. 

No. 45.-CUMNOCK Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1891. 
Secretary, H. R. M 'Culley, Hazlebank, Cumnock. 

No. 46.-WARWICKSHIRE Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated 
1891. Secretary, Robert Greenfield, F.R.H.S., Ranelagh Nursery, 
Leamington. 

No. 47.-GLASGOW St. RolloxBurns Club. Instituted 1889. Federated 1891. 
Place of meeting, Rae's Restaurant, 184 Castle Street, Glasgow. 
President, Andrew Dougall, 126 Castle Street, Glasgow; Vice
President, Adam Paterson, 50 Glebe Street, Glasgow; Secretary; 
Robert J. Carruthers, 24 Broom park Drive, Dennistoun; Steward, 
James Ritchie; Committee, John Chalmers, Robert Brown, 
Charles Gibb, James Geddes, and Matthew Stevenson. 

No. 48.-PAISLEY Bnrns Club. Instituted 1805. Federated 1891. Pre· 
sident, James Begg, Westlands, Castlehead, PaislPy; Vice-Pre-
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sident, W. Yuill King, Corrennie Drive, Edinburgh; Secretary, 

James A. D. MacKean, 8 Garthland Place, Paisley. Special 
features of Club-limited by constitution to 40 members. 

No. 49.-GLASGOW BridgetonBurns Club. Instituted 1870. Federated 1891. 
President, Dr James Devon, 6 Cathedral Square; Vice-President, 
Peter vVhite, 7 Morris Place; SecretarJ'> Wm. Cochrane, Writer. 
190 West George Street; Assistant Secretary, W. Stevenson 
Cochran; Treasurer, J. :\forray; Committee, ex-President, Coun
cillor Wm. Nicol, J.P.; James Young, James M. Cullen, J. M. 
Campbell, Dr Munro, Daniel Duncan, Wm. M'Allister, Dr 
Robert Wilson, Robert Sadler, and Andrew Hoy. 350 members. 

No. 50.-STIRLING Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1891. 
Place, date, and time of meeting, Golden Lion Hotel, 25th 
January, 8 p.m. President, Ronald Walker, Randolph Terrace, 
St. Ninians; Vice-Presidents, John Craig, Laurel Hill Nursery, 
and Alex. Sands, Raploch; Secr•tary, Ridley Sandeman, 22 
Forth Crescent, Stirling; Treasurer, J. C. Muirhead, 4 Port 
Street ; Committee, D. B. Morris, Robert Whyte, A. Buchanan, 
A. Dunn, R. B. Philip, R. Menzies, J. Brown, A. Love, W. A. 
Weir, J. E. Thurman, Wm. Cunningham, J. G. Murray, and 
J. F. Oswald. 

No. 51.-CIUCAGO Caledonian Society. Federated 1892. Secretary, 
Charles T. Spence, 3002 Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 

No. 52.-DUMFRIES Mechanics' Burns Club. Federated 1892. Sectetary, 

James Anderson, 55 St. Michael Street, Dumfries. 

No. 53. -GOVAN (FAIRFIELD) Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 
1886. Federated 23rd September, 1892. Place, date, and time of 
meeting, 4 Holm Street, Govan, first Wednesday of month of 
September to March, 7.30 p.m. President, James R. Lean, 4 
Langlands Road, Govan; Vice-President, George Sinclair, 24 
Graham Street, Govan; Secretary, Charles Maltman, 6 Broomloan 
Road, Govan ; Hon. Presidents, ex-Bailie Hugh Lymburn, and 
George Maclachlan; Hon. Vice-President, Thomas Black; Com
mittee, Donald Smith, James Lauder, and Wm. Brownlie. 

No. 5+-PERTH St. Johnstone Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, 

Thomas M'Gregor, 15 Balhousie Street, Perth. 

No. 55.-DERBY Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, Geo. M'Lauchlan, 
49 Molyneaux Street, Derby. · 

No. 56.-MUIRKIRK Lapraik Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Federated 1893. 
Place and date of meeting, Eglinton Arms Hotel, Jan. 25th, at 7.30. 
President, Robert Morrison, Eglinton Arms Hotel; Vice-President, 
John Colthart, Victoria Buildings, Muirkirk; Secretary, Hugh 
Cameron, Main Street, Muirkirk ; Treasurer, A. Pringle. Com
mittee, Dr Marshall, Richard Bell, D. Greenwood, J. Taylor, 
Thomas ·weir. Special features of Club-observance ofl!allowe'en 

and 25th January. 
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No. 57.-THORNLIEBANK Burns Club. Instituted January 25th, 1891. 
Federated 1893. Place and time of meeting, Club-Room, occa
sional and anniversaries. President, George Neil, Kennishead 
Road, Thornliebank; Vice-President, John Neilson; Secretary, 
John Neilson, Lochiel Terrace, Thornliebank; Treasurer, D. 
Jamieson. 15 members of Committee; 97 members, Special 
features of Club-school children's competition, Scotch concert, 
annual outing, and club meetings. 

No. 58,-KIRKCALDY Burns Club. Federated 1892. Secretary, John A. 
Miller;·12 Quality Street, Kirkcaldy. 

No. 59.-GOUROCK "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Federated 1893. 
Secretary, Alex. Duthie, 9 Binnie Street, Gourock. 

No. 60.-WOLVERHAMPTON Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, 
James Killin, Beechgrove, Compton Road, vVolverhampton. 

No. 6r.-GLASGOW Glencairn Burns Club. Federaled 1893. Secretary, 
James Laing, 218 Wall Street, Glasgow. 

No. 62.--CUPAR Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, Philip Sulley, 
F.S.A., Cupar. 

No~ 6J-GLASGOW Mossgiel Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, 
J.M. Blair. 

No. 64.-BEITH Burns Club. Federated 1893. Secretary, James S. 
Anderson, Craigwell, Beith. 

No. 65.-1\r'USSELBURGH Federated Burns Club. Instituted 1886. 
Federated 1894. Place and date of meeting, M'Donald's !Iall, 
25th January. President, Provost Simpson, New Street, Mussel· 
burgh; Vice-President, R. C. Menzies, St. Michael's, Inveresk, 
l\Iusselburgh ; Secretary, Will. Constable, 84 Inveresk Road, 
:\Iusselburgh; Treasurer; W. Stewart, Monktonhall, Musselburgh. 
Committee, W. French, A. Mitchell, J. Paul, W. Walker, H. L. 
Sanderson, J. R. Newlands, John Murray, A. S. Bourhill. l\Iem· 
bership over 200. 

No. 66.-CROSSGATES Burns Club. Federated 1894. Secretary, Robert 
Dall, Addison's Buildings, Crossgates. 

No: 67. -GLASGOW Carlt01; Burns Club. Instituted 1894. Federated 
1894. 

0

Place, date, and time of meeting, 109 Argyle Street, 
Glasgow, first Tuesday of each month, from October to May, at 
7.30. President, James Ballantine, 21 Rose Street, Garnethill, 
Glasgow; Vice-President, James Tudhope, 34 Roselea Drive, 
Dennistoun, Glasgow; Secretary, John Ballantine, 95 Bath Street, 
Glasgow; Treasurer, Wm. Renfrew, 18 Willowbank Street, 
Glasgow; Committee, Wm. Moffat, M.A.; James Learmonth, 
N. J. M'Culloch, J. Anderson, Wm. Thomson, ·waiter Paton 
Scott, L. D.S.; W. J. Strathon, Ja mes Williamson, and T. Brown. 
Special features of Club -the perpetuation of the memory of 
Burns, and the intellectual and social intercourse·of its members. 
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;No. 68.-GLASGOW Sandyford Burns Club, Instituted '1jth December, 
1893. Federated 1894. Place of meeting, Secretary's Office, 100 
West Regent Street,. Glasgow. President, Councillor Edward 
Guest, 38 St. Vincent Crescent, Glasgow; Vice-President, Andrew 
IIewat, J.P., 9 Berkeley Terrace, Glasgow; Sec1elary, Andrew P. 
Hamilton, 100 'Vest Regent Street, Glasgow; Treasurer, James P. 
M'Phie. Committee-James Allan, John Bruce, Captain W. ~f. 
Douglas, Gideon Duncan, Andrew Gemmell. 

No. 69.-DUNEDIN Burns Club. Federated 1894. Secretary, William 
Brown, Choral Hall, Dunedin, N.Z. 

No. 70.-GLASGOW St. Rollox "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Federated 
1894-

No. 71.-CARLISLE Burns Club. Instituted 1885. Federated 1895. Place 
and time of meeting, Great Central Hotel, Carlisle, monthly 
during winter. President, D. l\fain, Eildon Lodge, Carlisle ; 
Vice· Presidents, Dr Bird, 2 Brunswick Street; F. Jones, L.D.S., 
6 Ilrunswick Street ; Rev. A. Davidson, Chatsworth School, 
Carlisle ; Secretary, John Jardine, 20 i3road Street, Carlisle ; 
Treasurer, W. A. Mather, 37 Chiswick Street, Carlisle. Special 
feature of Club-literary and social. 

No. 72.-PAR rICK Ilurns Club. Federated 1895. Secretary, William 
Scott Wyllie, Writer, 149 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

No. 7 3.-LENZIE Burns Club. Federated 1896. Sm·etary, James Moir, 
The Neuk, Lenzie. 

No. 74.-GLASGOW Mauchline Society. Instituted 1888. Federated 1895. 
Hon. President, James Baird, Thornycroft ; PresidenJ, J. Leiper 
Gemmill, 162 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow; Vice-President, 
Ilavid Davidson, 85 Armidale Street, Glasgow ; Secretary, W. 
Campbell, 166 Buchanan Street, Glasgow ; Treasurer, Thomas 
Killin, 168 West George Street, Glasgow. Special features of the 
Club-to keep up intere't and. friendship amongst natives and 
friends of l\Iauchline in Gasgow, and manage the Burns National 
l\lemorial and Cottage Humes, l\Iauchline. 40 members. 

No. 75. '-KIRN Burns Club. Instituted 25th January, 1892. Federated 
loth February, 1896. Place and date of meeting, Hotel, Kirn, 
25th January. President, Councillor Costelle, Greenbank, Kirn; 
Vice-President, Councillor Downie, Huntly Lodge, Hunter's 
Quay; SeCt"tfalJ', John Macnair, Sea View, Kirn; Treasurer, 
William Lees, Wellmeadow, Kirn. Committee, J. Ferguson, 
D. l\1 'Kellar, William Dunbar, A. M'Allister, and Councillor 
Drummond. Special features of Club-debating society every 
Monday evening in Kirn Gardens Tea-House. 

Xo. 76.-·BRECHIN Burns Club. Instituted· January, 1894. Federated 
7th l\larch, 1896. Place and date of meeting, 26th January; 
other meetings as necessary. Hon. Presidents, ex-Provost George 
A. Scott, and D. H. Edwards; President, Dean of Guild John S. 
Bates, St. Mary Street, Brechin; · Vice-Ptesider.t,- ·Wm; Anderson, 
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Solicitor, St. Mary Street, Brechin ; Secretary and Treasurer, 
John C. Hendry, 65 River Street, llrechin; Committee, A. J. 
Dakers, Ed. W. Mowatt, Wm. Davidson, John Anderson. John 
Crabb, W. M. Archibald, A. Bowman, and J. Waddel. 
Special features of Club- annual compet1t10n amongst public 
schools for part singing of Scottish songs for Silver Challenge 
Shield, value £Jo. 

l\"o. 77. -PAISLEY Tannahill Gleniffer Burns Club. Instituted 1892. 
Federated 1896. Secretary, C. Jayo Gregg, Herald Office, 3 
County Place, Paisley. 

No. 78.-GLASGOW Ardgowan Burns Club. Instituted 1893. Federated 
1896. Smetary, John Fairley, 160 Cathcart Street, Kingston, 
Glasgow. 

No. 79. -CORSTORPHINE Burns Club. Instituted 1887. Federated 1896. 
Place and date of meeting, Corstorphine Public Hall, January, 
March, November, 8 o'clock. President, James A. Williamson, 
Holmwood, Corstorphine; Vice-Pre>ident, John Wallace, St. 
John's Road, Corstorphine; Secretar;', William R. Murray, 
Inglewood, Corstorphine; Bard, James Sco.tt, Dunearn, Corstor
pbine. Committee, John Darge, John Dunlop, Alex, J. Dey, 
Rev James Fergusson, R. C. Nisbet, J. Ramage, Chas. S. Smith, 
R. S. Thomson. Special features of Club-annual anniversary; 
other meetings for essays, songs, etc. 

No. 80.-DUNOON Cowal Burns Club .. Instituted 1896. Federated 1896. 
Sec.-etary, Walter Grieve, James Place, Dunoon. 

No. 8r.-CARSTAIRS Junction Rums Club. Instituted 1896. Federated 
1896. Secretary, William Neill, Burnside Cottages, Carstairs 
Junction. 

No. 82 -ARRROATII Burns Club. Instituted 1888. Federated 1896. 
Seo-eta•y, Harry Lorimer, Solicitor, 25 Market Place, Arbro~th. 

No. 83.-GLASGOW Co-operative Burns Club. In~tituted 1896. Federated 
1896. Place and time of meeting, M 'Culloch's Restaurant, Argyle 
Street, Glasgow, first Saturday each month, ].30 p.m. President, 
J. Blair Smith, 15 Sunnybank Street, Dalmarnock, Glasgow; 
Vice-President. James Lucas, M.A., ro Huntly Terrace, Shettles
ton; Secretary Hamilton Kelly, 62 Ardenlca Street, Glasgow, E. ; 
Treasurer, John 1\L Brown, 38 Pollok Street, Glasgow, S.S. 
Special features of Club-monthly literary and musical evenings; 
birthday anniversary meeting, 27th January, 1906, 6. 15 p.m; 
United Co-operative l'aking Society Tea Rooms, I02 West Nile 
Street, Glasgow. 

No. 84.-ABINGTON Burns Club. Federated 1896. Secretary, Robert 
Colthart, Arbory Villa, Abington. 

No. 85.-DUNFERMLINE United Burns Club. Instilut~d 1812. Federated 
roth November, 1896. Hon. Presidents, Sir Jam<s Sivewrighl, 
K.C.M.G., of Tulleallan ; John M'Kane, Tonopah, I\'evada, 
lJ,S,A, ; Hon. Vic;e-President, J. C, Craig, Dunfermline; Presi· 
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dent, Dean of Guild Stewart, Headwell, Dunfermline; Vice
President, B. D. Imrie, Abbey Park Place, Dunfermline; 
Secretary, P. Paterson, 9 High Street, Dunfermline. Committee, 
T. Don, W. Black, R. Taylor, L. A. Park, Andrew Wilkie, 
J. K. Munro. 

No. 86.-CU i\!NOCK ''Winsome Willie" Burns Club. Federated 1896. 
Secreta1;•, Hugh Brown, Cumnock. 

No. 87.-CAl\IPSIE Burns Club. Instituted 1890. Federated 1896. 
Place and date of meeting, Lennox Arms Hotel, Lennoxtown, 
last Saturday every month, 7.30 p.m. President, Peter Kincaid, 
Main Street, Lennox town ; \'ice-President, Joseph Ashton, Main 
Street·, Lennoxtown; SPrretary, Robert W. Robertson, Muckcroft 
Buildings, Lcnnoxtown, Members of Council, A. Aitken, D. 
:\\'Lean, R. Prentice, J. Stewart, S. Blakely, W. l\l'Donald, J. 
:11 'Lachlin, T. Whyte, J. Kincaid, II. Eadie. Special features of 
the Club-to encourage the cultirntion of a better knowledge of 
the Poet and his work;;, and the promotion of social and friendly 
intercourse amongst the members and friends. 56 members. 

Ko 88.-GLASGOW Caledonian Burns Club. Instituted October, 1896. 
Federated 2nd March, 1897. Place and date of meeting, 25 
Caledonia Road, S.S., e1·ery alternate Tuesday, at 7.30 p.m., 
September to April (incluoive) ; fir~t meeting session 1905.1), Tues
day, 12th Sept., 1905. President, John l\l'Garry, sen., 115 Ledard 
Road, Langs!de ; Vice-President, Harry Townsend, 33 Torry 
Glen Street, S.S. ; Seoetary, John l\luirhead, c/o. Drummond, 
338 Duke Street, !Jennistoun; Treasurer, George Phillips, 389 
Crown Street, S.S. 

No. S9.-SUNDERLAND Burns Club. Instituted January, 1897. Fede
rated April, 1897. Place, date, and time of meeting, Palatine 
Hotel, Ist and 3rd Wednesdays, October to March, xst \Vednes
day, April, l\lay, and September, 8 p.m. President, R. Archbold, 
49 Dock Street, E., l\lonkwearmouth; Vice-President, A. \V. 
Semple, 4 Thelma Street, Sunderland; Secretar;', l\L Neilson, 133 
Roker Avenue, Sunderland; Treasurer, l\l. ;\IacLennan; Librarian, 
G. Mackay; Committee, W. H. Turner, J. F. Crooks, G. l\lac
kay, D. Condie, and W. Stevenson. Special features of Club
reading of papers, lectures, Scottish concert, Anniversary celebra
tion, and the social and intellectual well-being of Scotsmen 
generally in and around Sunderland. 54 federated members. 

No. 90.-GARELOCIIHEAD Burns Club. Instituted 1895. Federated 
1897. Secretar;•, John Currie, Station House, Garelochhead. 

No. 91.-SHETTLESTON Burns Club. Instituted 25tb January, 1897. 
Federated 18th August, 1897. !'lace of meeting, 106 Eastmuir 
Street, Shettleston, monthly. President, Alex._ \Vatt, 6 Woodend 
Place, Shettleston; Vice-President, William M'Lennan, Cluny 
Cottage, Shettleston ; Secrclar;•, Robert G. Chrystal, 221 West
muir Street, Parkhead; -:-reasurer, D. Templeton, I \Voodend 
!'lace, ShettJc:;:on. 
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No. 92.-KILBOWIE "Jolly Beggars" Burns Club. Instituted rnth 
August, 1897. Federated 26th August, 1897. Place and date 
of meeting. - Cross Restaurant, Clydebank, every alternate 

Thursday of each month, September to April inclusive. Hon. 
Presidents, Dr J. S. Robertson and Dr vV. Butchart; Pre· 
sident, Alex. M'Donald, 15 Janetta· Terrace, Radnor Park, 
Dalmuir; Vice-President, Wm. Paterson, 2 Livingstone Street, 
Clydebank; Secretary, Jas. Dickson, 78 Glasgow Road, Clydebank; 
Treasurer, John Seright; Chairman of Committee, Wm. Allan. 
Committee, D. Clark, M. Hunter, J. M. Fleming, and D. 
M'Williams. Special features of the Club-the cultivation of a 
better knowledge of the life and works of the Bard and the study 
of Scottish literature by reading of papers, etc. 

No. 93.-CLYDEBANK Burns Club. Federated 1897. 

No. 94.-UPHALL "Tam o' Shanter" Burns Club. Secretary, Walter 
Crawford, Dechmont, Uphall. 

No. 95.-BOLTON Burns Club. Instituted 6th September, 1881. Fede· 
rated 1897. Place of meeting, Swan Hotel, Bolton. President, 
R. H. Swindlehurst, Wyresdale House, Chorley Old Road, 
Bolton; Vice-President and Secretary, Charles H. Mallison, Oak· 
lands, Seymour J{oad, Bolton; Committee, J. Watson, P. Halli
day, G. Guthrie, J. Boyd, J. Graham, A. Graham, G. P. Robert· 
son, T. Laidlaw, G. Begg, C. M'Nab, C. Holgate, W. Rothwell, 
J. Candlish, and F. Dykes. 

No. 96.-JEDBURGH Burns Club. Instituted February, 1869. Federated 
13th November, 1897. Place, date, and time of meeting, Royal 
Hotel, Jedburgh, 13th October, at 8 p.m. President, Robert 
Waldie, Glencairn, Jedburgh; Vice-President, Councillor Andrew 
Oliver, Abbey Bridge, J edburgh ; Secretary, and Treasurer, Peter 
Telfer, 58 Castlegate, Jedburgh; Committee, Councillor I'. S. 
Smail, J. \Vaugh, J. Wight, James Cree, R. Halliday, R Wiiglit, 
George Aitken, J. K. Young, and Geori:;e Pringle. 

No. 97.-KILMARNOCK Bellfield Burns Club. Instituted 1895. Federated 
1898. Place and time· of meeting, Bellfield Tavern, Wellbeck 
Street, first Friday of the month; at 8 o'clock. President, James 
Eccles; Vice-President, James Carson, 35 Glebe Roaci, Kilmar· 
nock; Secretaiy and Treasurer, Thomas Neilson, 24 Robertson 
Place, Kilmarnock; Committee, James Neilson, William Brown, 
Andrew Torrance, John Hutchison, and Boyd Murray. Chaplain, 
W. Cooper. Special features of Club-study of Burns literature 
and social intercourse. 

No. 9S.-LANARK Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secrdary, Robert 
l\1 'Kean, Commercial Bank House, Lanark. 

No. 99.-GLASGOW Barlinnie Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, 
J. Stewart, Officer's quarters" Barli.nnie .. 
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No. 100.-li:AMILTON Mossgiel Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated 
4th April, 1898. Place and date of meeting, County Hotel, first 
Tuesday of every month", at 8. 15 p. m. President, Thomas 
Brown, Maryfield Low Waters, Hamilton ; .Vice-President, 
Archibald Clark, Ardenlee, Portland Park, Hamilton; Secretary, 
\Villiam Hindshaw, 14 Regent Street, Hamilton; Treasurer, 
William Hamilton; Committee, James S. Tuton, John Campbell, 
Hugh Mair, J. D. Lightbody, James Paterson, William Robertson, 
and William Maxwell. Special features of Club-esssays and 
discussions on Burns's \Vorks ; special course of lectures during 
winter months. Members, 50 (limited). 

No. rn1.-MOTHER\VELL Workmen's Burns Club. Federated 1898. 
Secretary, John King, 128 Muir Street, Motherwell. 

No. !02. -CARLISLE Border Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretary, 
Andrew Rafell, 36 London Roa<l, Carlisle. 

No. rn3-COALBURN Burns Club. Federated 1898. Sei:reta1y, John 
\Voodburn, Coalburn Inn, Coalburn. 

No. I04.-DUMFRIES Oak Burns Club. Federated 1898. Secretmy, 
Thomas ITaining, jun., 26 Swan's Venne!, Dumfries. 

No. 105.-RUTHERGLEN Cronie Burns Club. Instituted 1896. Federated 
1898. Place and date of meeting, Burnhill Rest, last Friday of 
each· month. President, William Stewart, 24 Westmuir Place, 
Rutherglen; Vice-President, Alex. Johnstone, I Union Place, 
Rutherglen; Secretary, Robert M'Luckie, 12 Wallace Street, 
Rutherglen. 

No. rn6.-BROXBURN Rosebery Burns Club. Federated 1898. Seffelary, 
Joseph Millar, Ashfield Buildings, Uphall. 

No. I07.-GLASGOW Hutchesontown Burns Ciub. Federated 1898. 

No. rn8.-EAST CALDER and District Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Fede· 
rated 1899. Secretary, Samuel Hislop, Mid Calder. 

No. I09.-GLASGOW Caledonia Burns Club. Instituted September, t898. 
Federated 24th March, 1899. Place and date of meeting, r Cath
cart Street, last Friday of month, at 8 p. m., October till April 
inclusive. President, James Mearchent, 136 Govan Street, South 
Side ; Vice-President, John M'Lennan, 42 Caledonia Road, 
South Side ; Secretary, William Galloway, 77 Preston Street, 
Govanhill; Treasurer, William Burns; Committee-Wm. Duff, 
J. G. Alexander. T. H. Hutton, J. Dunn, and D. Brown. A 
special feature of the Club is to foster an intimate acquaintance 
with the works of Burns. 

No. 110.-CAJ\IBUSLANG Burns Club. Instituted October, 1850. Federated 
October, 1898. Place and date of meeting, Borgie Rest, Cambus
lang, quarterly. President, Jas. Robertson, Kupescot, Monkcastle 
Drive, Cambuslang; Vice-President, Jas. Cameron, Bain Street, 
Cambuslang ; Secretaiy and Treasurer, Wm. Muir, 14 Lilybank 
Buildings, Cambuslang. Study of Burns's literature and social 
intercourse. 
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No. u1.-SOUTH EDINBURGH Burns Club. Instituted 1879. Fedeta· 
ted 2jth July, 1899. Place ar.d date of meeting, Melville Hotel, 
Nicholson Street, Edinburgh; Nov. 9th, Dec. 21st,Jan. roth, 25th, 
Feb. l4th, March l5th, April 2oth, at 8 p. m. President, James 
Wallace Gault, 8 Hlackwood Crescent, Edinburgh; Vice-President, 
Chas. E. Hobbs, 41 Royal Park Terrace, Edinburgh ; Secretary, 

John S. T. Walker, l Summerbank, Edinburgh; Treasurer, David 
P. M'Nair; Committee, Wm. Cameron, Geo. Brander, W. C. 
Robertson, \'\Tm. Neave, and J. Ord Hume. Special features of 
the Club-monthly musical evenings, at which the following gentle
men have kindly consented to deliver short addresses :-Will. C. 
Smith, K.C. ; John G. Spens, advocate; Alex. M. Hamilton, 
advocate; R. Scott Brown, advocate; and Capt. J. Douglas 

Walker, D.S.O., "Black Watch." 

No. 112.-DUMFRIES Burns Howff Clnb. Instituted 1889. Federated 
1899. Place and date of meeting, Globe Ilotel, first Wednesday 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Hon. President, L. Hutchison, Ramsay 
Place, Dumfries; President, J. Houston, High Street, Dumfries; 
Vice-President, C. Bertram, Welldale Terrace, Maxwelllown; 
Secretary, Jno. Connor, Gr St. Michael Street, Dumfries; Treasurer, 
J. Maxwell; Committee, T. Craig, T. Laidlaw, A. M'Meeking, 
W. Patterson, Miskelly, J. Dickson, J. Jackson, W. Fleming, and 
R. J. Elliot. Limited to 120 members. 

No. 113.-VALE OF LEVEN Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 1897. 
Federated 1899. Place and date of meeting, Albert Hotel, 
Alexandria, last Saturday of each month, at 7.30. Hon. President, 
Wm. White, 44 Bridge Street, Alexandria; President, Robert 
:'.\fossman, Thomas Street, Alexandria; Vice-President, James 
White, Bank Street, Alexandria : Secretary, Daniel Macmillan, 

38 Wilson Street, Alexandria; Treasurer, John Macpherson, 
153 Main Street, Bonhill; Committee, Hugh Macvean, William 
Smith, David Graham, Daniel M'Cinnes, and Thomas Peters. 

No. 114.-BRODICK Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 1900. 
Secretary, John S. Currie, Bradick. 

No. u5.-KIPPEN and District Burns Club. Instituted 21st July, 1896. 
Federated 2oth January, 1900. Place and date of meeting, 
Gillespie Memorial Hall-Annual Meeting, October. Hon. 
President, John Monteath, J.P., Wright Park, Kippen Station; 
President, Robert Jackson, Boquhan Mains, Kippen Station, by 
Stirling; Vice-President, Andrew Main, Strewiebank, Kippen 
Station, by Stirling ; Secretary, Samuel Thomson, Pointend, 
Kippen, by Stirling; Treasurer, Thomas Syme, Strathview, 
Kippen, by Stirling; Committee, Archibald M'Diarmid, Peter 
Watson, George M'Queen, John .M'Lean, David Young, Peter 
l\f'Cowan, David C'.1'Gregor, Thomas Inglis, Archibald Gray, 
Robert Leckie, James l\l'Ewen, and Andrew M'Kinlay. Special 
features of Club-to promote a knowledge of the life and works 
of Burns, and establish a fund for the cultivation and learning the 
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works of Burns and Scottish literature among our school children, 
and having competitions in which handsome prizes are given. 

No. n6.-GREENLOANING Burns Club. Instituted 1892. Federated 
1900. Place and date of meeting, Greenloaning Inn, 25th 
January, 7 p.m. President, Thomas Stewart, The Braes, Green
loaning, via Braco; Vice-President, Francis Sands, Glenbank, 
Greenloaning, via Braco; Secretary, James Bayne, Kinbuck, 
Dunblane; Committee, J. M'Laren, W. Blair, J. Stirling, J. 
Shearer, J. Robertson, and J; M'Naughton. 

"No. n7.-GLASGOW Southern Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 
1900. Secretary, John M 'Gillivray, 168 Mathieson Street, 
Glasgow. 

No. l 18.-GLASGOW Albany Burns Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 1900. 
Place anddate of meeting, Whitek Smith's Trades House Restaurant, 
89 Glassford Street, Glasgow, first Wednesday each month from 
November till March, 1906, at 7.30 till ro p.m. Hon. President, 
Robert Goodall; President, James Taylor, 143 West Regent 
Street, Glasgow ; Vice-Presidents, Thomas Kennedy, 33 Hope 
Street, Glasgow, and John Brown, 225 Buchanan Street, Glasgow; 
Secretary, John Drennan, 12 Annette Street, Crosshill, Glasgow; 
Treasurer, James Raeside, 125 North John Street, Glasgow; 
Directors, Alex. Gray, John Wood, Peter Craik, J. Brotchie, 
A. Norval, and N. Macwhannell; Past Presidents, Robert Goodall 
and J. Wilson Bain. Special features of Club-lectures and 
harmony. 

No. n9.-BONHILL Burns Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 1900. Place 
and <late of meeting, Bonhill Tavern, Bonhill, first Saturday of 
every month. President, Malcolm M'Naught, 44 Dillichip 
Terrace, Bonhill; Vice-President, Donald Campbell, 447 Main 
Street, Bonhill; Secretary, John F. Eadie, 9 Dillichip Terrace, 
Bon hill. 

No. 120.-BRISTOL Caledonian Society. Instituted 1820. Federated 1900. 
Annual Me~ting in October. President, J. M'Murtrie, \Valde· 
grave, 5 Belvedere Road, Durdham Down, Bristol; Vice-President, 
James Young, M.D., Clouds Hill House, St. George, Bristol; 
Sertetary and Treasurer, John Bennet, 25 Bridge Street, Bristol. 

No. 121.-HAMILTON Junior Burns Club. Instituted September, 1886. 
Federated April 1901. Place and date of meeting, Robert Bell's, 
Union Street, November 6th, at 8 p.m. President, David Kirk, 
Portland Park, Hamilton; Vice-President, John Millar, Regent 
Street, Hamilton; Secretary, William 'Wilson, 28 Orchard Street, 
Hamilton; Treasurer, John Stewart ; Minute Secretary, A. 
Thomson; Committee, J. M'Ewan, J. Welsh; and A. Dickson; 
Steward, J. Gourlay. 30 members. Special features of Club
reading of essays on various subjects, concerts, competitions, 
summer rambles; and social evenings. 
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122.-DARNCONNER Airds Moss Burns Club. Instituted 5th August, 
19or. .Federated 4th November, 19or. Place and date of meeting, 
Sorn, 25th January, at 8 p.m. President, Hugh Sloan, 71 Walker 
Row, Auchinleck; Vice-President, Andrew Neil, 90 Darnconner 
Auchinleck ; Secretary, Andrew Stevenson, Glenlogan, Sorn, 
Mauch line. 

No. 123.-AUCHINLECK Boswell Burns Club. Instituted Jan. 26th, 1901. 

No. 

No. 

Federated Dec. 10th, 1901. Place and date of meeting, Boswell 
Arms, last Saturday in every month, at 7 p.m. President, Isaac 
Dixon, Coai Road, Auchinleck, Ayrshire; Vice-President, Wm. 
Hall, 17 High House Row, Auchinleck, Ayrshire; Secre/ar)', 
William Fleming, Northalbion Cottage, Auchinleck, Ayrshire, 
Committee, Neillie Brogan, James Muir, Alex. Gibson, William 
Macane, and William Jamieson. Features, celebration of the birth 
of Burns, and also Hallowe'en. 

124.-EDINBURGII The Ninety Burns Club. Instituted 1890. 
Federated 1902. Place and date of meeting, Royal Hotel, 25th 
January. President, D. Macfarlane, 27 Castle Street, Edinburgh; 
Vice-President, J. T. Watson, 6 Bruntsfield Gardens, Edinburgh; 
Secretary, J. B. Tweedie, 131 Montgomery Street, Edinburgh; 
Treasurer, \V. Stark, 19 Ainslie Place, Committee, the Past 
Presidents and Messrs Mackay, Blanche, Smith, Sleigh, and 
l\Iurray. 

125.-BLACKBURN-ON-ALMOND Rabbie Burns Club. Instituted 
1900. Federated 1902. Place and date of meeting, Almond Inn, 
first Thursday of month, at 7. 30 p. m. President, James Samson, 
East End, Blackburn; Vice-President, James Bostock, West End, 
Blackburn; Secretary, James Middleton, West End, Blackburn, by 
Bathgate; Treasurer, Joseph Fleming; Committee, John l\Iillar, 
1 hos. Gibson, Edward Balfour, David Fleming, and Alex. Gardner. 
Special features of Club-annual celebration of the birthday of 
Robert Burns; annual social and singing and reciting competition 
last Friday in March, when good prizes are given to school 
children for singing and reciting Burns's Works. 

No. 126.--FALKIRK Burns Club. Instituted 1866. Federated 1902. 
]'lace and d.-te of meeting, Mathieson's Rooms-Annual festival, 
January 25th. Hon. President, The Marquis of Zetland, 
K. T.; President, Robert H. Lochhead, J.P., Commercial 
Bank House, Falkirk; Vice-Presidents, Major F. D. Fer· 
guson, Dunrowan, Falkirk ; Dr Dugald Mitchell, Dunornn, 
Falkirk; Secretary, H. B. Watson, Broompark, Falkirk; Trea
surer, Robert Whyte, J.P., Bank of Scotland House. Special 
features of Club-attendance of ladies at spring and autumn 
meetings; two literary and musical _evenings (April and Novem
ber); annual excursion, July. 

No. 127.-COWDENBEATH Haggis Burns Club. Instituted 1902. 
Federated 1902. SecntarJ', Alexander Smith, Foulford Arms, 
Cowdenbeath. 

_, 
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No. 128.-COWDENBEATH Glencairn Burns Club. Instituted 1898. 
Federated l\Iay 14th, 1903. Place and date of meeting, Raith 
Arms, every other Thursday, at 7 p.m. President, William 
Ereingan, Raith Arms, Cowdenbeath; Vice-President, Duncan 
Beaton, 55 Bridge Street, Cowdenbeath ; Secretary, David Wall~, 
44 Landale Terrace, Cowdenbeath; Committee, Alex. Bonthrone, 
Robert Paterson, Thomas Ferguson, and James Murray. Special 
featnres of Club-to celebrate Hallo we' en and 25th January. 

No. 129.-GLASGOW Gor1als Burns Club. Instituted 1902. Federated 
1903. Place and date of meeting, 2 Carlton Court, S.S., 29th Sept., 
1905, at 8 p.m. President, Jchn Bowman, 32 Barrland Street, 
Glasgow; Vice-President, John Grimmond, 409 Mathieson Street, 
Glasgow; Secretary, Andrew Aitken, solicitor, 147 Bath Street, 
Glasgow; Treasurer, J. M. Balfour, 20 Bridge Street, Gla,gow. 
Special features of Club--to foster and encourage a knowledge of 
the works of our National Bard. 

No. 130.-ROW Burns Club. Instituted 6th February, 1902. Federated 
1903. Place and date of meeting, Colquhoun .'\rms, January, 
June, and October, at 8 p.m. President, Francis C. Buchanan, 
J.P., Clarinish, Row; Vice-President, Charles Dennistoun, J.P., 
Roselea, Row ; Secretary, Robert Sloan, Greenside Cottage, Row ; 
Treasurer, E. Page, Osborne Villa, Row. Special feature of Club 
-social intercourse among its members. 

No. 131.-NOTTINGHAM Scottish Association, Instituted October, 1902. 
Federated November, 1903. Place and date of meeting, Room 
7 5 Mechanics' Institute, 'econd and third Tuesdays of each month 
from October to April, at 7.30 p.m. President, Andrew Crawford, 
The Oaks, 13estwood, Nottingham; Vice-Presidents, A. Innes, 
2 I-Iampden Street, and J. M. Stewart, 68 Cromwell Street, 
Nottingham ; Secretaries A. M. Campbell, 6 Hampden Street, 
Nottingham, and J. Chapman, Hollywood, Willfotd, Notts; 
Treasurer, G. E. Bain, Capital and Counties Bank, Market Place, 
Nottingham. Council-W. Bain, Holme Road, West Bridgford; 
J. Currie, 121 North Sherwood Street; J. S. Ewart, 85 Queen's 
Walk ; G. Kelman. 2 Hampden Street; W. II. Lane, 21 Shake
pcare Street ; G. A. Mitchell, 275 Woodborough Road; D. 
J\Jacaclie, JO Cliaworth Road, West Bridgford; D. Macgregor, 35 
Cha worth Road, West Bridgford; J. M'.Meeking, 15 Clipstone 
Avenue; E. Merson, 282 Denman Street; Dr Watson, Mansfield 
Road ; N. C. Stewart, 8 Newstead Grove ; D. Stillie, 9 Kimbolton 
1\\-enue; J. Martin, c/o. Henry Barker & Co., Angel Eow. 
Auditors, J. Forbes and Robert Burns. Special features of Club
to promote soci:il and intellectual intercourse among the mem hers. 

No. 132.-RICCARTON Kirkstyle Burns Club. Instituted January, 1904. 
Federated 16th February, 1904. Place and date of meeting, 
Railway Bar, Riccarton, last Friday of every month, at 8 p.m. 
President, William Lumsden, 16 James Little Street, Kilmarnock; 
Yic~-President, John Templeton, 7 Arbuckl~ Street~ Kil!Ilarnock; 
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Seci-etary, Alex. Lamb, 7 Hurlford Road, Riccarton; Treasurer, 
William Brown, 13 IIurlford Road, Riccarton. 54 members. 
Special features-Annu>el celebration of the birthday of Robert 
Burns, encouragement of Scottish literature, and a summer trip to 
some of the places dear to lovers of the Poet. 

No. 133.--NEWARTHILL Burns Club. Instituted 26th September, 1903. 
Federated 28th March, 1904. Place and date of meeting, Miss 
Janet Wyper's, last Saturday every month, at 7 p.m. President, 
John Henshaw, Main Street, Newarthill; Vice-President, Hugh 
l\i'Nulty, 'Vatson Square, Newarthill; Secretary, 'Vi!liam Moore, 
Biggar Road, Newarthill, Motherwell; Treasurer, George Cook; 
Committee, James Miller, Alex. M'Given, J. Sneddon, P. 
Morrison, J, Lafferty. 

No. 134. -DUNTOCHER "The Heron" Burns Club. Instituted 18th 
November; 1897. Federated 7th April, 1904. Place and date of 
meeting, Duntocher, rnth Octob.er, 1905. President, Alexander 
Handyside, 52 William Street, Duntocher; Vice-President, James 
Scobie, Main Street, Duntocher; Secretary, R. R. Chalmers, 
Main Street, Duntocher; Committee, John Morrison, John Som
merville, J. L. Myers, Wm. Greer, M. Forsyth, and W. M'Colls. 
Special features of Club-to promote social intercourse amongst its 
members by means of songs, recitations, readings, lectures, etc., 
those of our National Bard to have a prominent place. 

No. 135.-PARTICK Western Burns Club. Instituted 26th November, 1903. 

No. 

No. 

Federated 1904. Place and date of meeting, Windsor Restaurant, 
l'i.rtick, 31st October, 3oth November, 2oth December, 23rd 
January, 22nd February, March, 2oth April-Annual Excur
sion in May. President, A. A. Stewart, 180 Hope Street, Glas· 
gow: Vice-President, Donald M·Neish, Elmwood Gardens, 
Jordanhill; Secretary, B. C. M'Donald, 22 Alexandra Street, 
Dowanhill, Glasgow; Past President, James Webster, 74 Buchanan 
Street, Glasgow. Special features of Club-lectures, dinners, 
excursion, social enjoyment, anrl study of Burns literature. 

136.-HAMILTON Royal Oak Burns Club. Instituted 1898. Fede
rated 6th June, 1904. Place and <late of meeting, Royal Oak 
Hall, Lowwaters, Hamilton. President, James Shepherd, 2 
Moore Street, Cadzow, Hamilton; Vice-PrPsident, Andrew 01r, 
172 Eddlewood, Hamilton; SeC1'etary, Robert Brownlie, 7 Downie 
Street, Lowwaters, Hamilton; Treasurer, A. IJ. Braidwood, 
Royal Oak, Lowwaters, Hamilton; Committee, James Simpson, 
William Ross, James Clark, Donald CampLell, and James Wilson. 

137.-IPSWICH Burns Club. Instituted 12th February, 1902. Fede· 
rated Ist l'\ovember, 1904. Place and date of meeting, Grand 
Hotel, Ipswich, Ist Wedr.esday in September, 25th January, St. 
Andrew's Day, 1st Wednesday in March. Hon. President, Sir 
Charles Dalrymple, Bart., M. P.; Hon. Vice-Presiclents, L. l\Ioir, 
J. Pratt, W. A. Gibb, M.B., C. M.; A. Gibb, J. F. C. Hossack, 
f.R.C.S.E.; Presid~nt1 A. Robb, c/o Me~srs Boots, Westgate; 
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Street; Ipswich; Vice-President, J. Russell, Trinity House, St. 

Clement's, Ipswich; Secreta1-y, P. Stewart, South Lodge, Gibbon's 

Street, Ipswich. 

No. 138.-CLELAND Burns Club. Instituted 19th October, 1904. Fede

rated 22nd November, 1904. Place and date of meeting, 

Dalrymple House, Cleland, second Wednesday of each month, at 

7.30 p.m. President, Peter Strachan, P.O. Buildings, Cleland; 

Vice· President, Andrew Thomson, Gray's Land, Cleland ; 

Secretary, Robert Macmillan, Hornshill, Cleland; Treasurer, 

Thomas Lithgow, Langtyres Cottage, Cleland; Committee, John 

Marshall and George Hendry. . 

No. 13'.).-GLASGOW National Burns Club. Instituted 1904. Federated 

1904. Place of meeting, 93 Douglas Street, Glasgow; open every 

day. President, J. Jeffrey Hunter, 109 Bath Street; Vice-President, 

James Ballantyne ; Hon. Treasurer and Secreta1-y, Joseph Martin, 

163 West George Street; Directors, D. C. Wardrop, 65 Oswald 

Street, Bailie D. Willox, D. M. Threshie, Alex. Mackenzie, 

John Carmichael, Tom Cameron, Gilbert Bowan, G. W. Gillies, 

Alex. Izat, and Thomas P. Thomson. Special features-The 

promotion of the study of Burns's works and Scottish literature 

generally ; the collection of books, prints, and pamphlets connected 

therewith ; and social intercourse arid rational recreation. 

Ne. 140.-POLLOKSHAWS Burns Club. Instituted 1850. Federated 

1905. Place and date of meeting, Lesser Burgh Hall, Pollok

shaws, last Friday each month, at 8 p.m., or other convenient 

evening. President, John Hamilt0n, I.A., Hartfield, Mansewood, 

Pollokshaws; Vice-President, ex-Provost Robert Wilson, of 

Pollokshaws; Secretary, George C. Mearns, 94 King Street, 

Pollokshaws; Treasurer, ex-Bailie Robert Gardner, Pollokshaws, 

Special features of Club-to endeavour by subscriptions, donations, 

and such other means as may be available, to establish a fund 

which shall be used for •he encouragement of the study of Scottish 

literature amongst the inhabitants of Pollokshaws and district, or 

for any special educational purpose-purely Scottish-which shall 

be approved of by the Club at any Annual or Special Meeting ; to 

hold yearly a Children's Competition in the singing and recitation 

of previously selected portions of the Poet's works, and give medals 

and prizes for excellence therein to the successful competitors. 

No. 141.-STONEHOUSE Burns Club. Instituted 1900. Federated 

6th February, 1905. President, Peter Cathie, Burnbank House, 

Stonehouse; Vice-President, Charles Gunn, Townhead Street, 

Stonehouse ; Secreta1-y, l\Iatthew Kirkland, c/o. Mrs Watt, 

Camnethan Street, Stonehou~e. 

No. 142.-BONNYBRIDGE Bums Club.-Instituted 10th January, 1905 

Federated 22nd February, 1905. Place. and date of meeting, 

Public Hall, Bonnybridge, January 25th. Hon. Presidents-Mrs 

Barham Scott Urt.>, Hope Park, Bonnyhridge; l\Irs ~fargaret 
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Helen Ferguson (grand-niece of Allan Cunningham), Dunrowan, 
Falkirk; Mrs Mary M. Johnston, Woodville, Falkirk; Mrs E. G. 
Lochhead, Commercial Bank House, Falkirk; Mrs Georgina 
Gordon White, Bank of Scotland Ilouse, Falkirk; Mrs Jane 
Cameron Chrystie, Fernielea, Falkirk ; Miss Janet Margaret 
Watson, Broompark, Falkirk; George Ure, J.P., Wheatlands 
Bonnybridge; George R. Ure, J.P., Hope Park, Bonnybridge; 
Mr Walter Towers, Myreton Cottage, Bonnybridge. President, 
Mrs Mary M'Duff Ferguson, Bonnyvale Cottage, Bonnybridge. 
Vice-President, Mr William M'Grouther, Victoria Cottage, Boniily
bridge. Secretary, Mrs Marion M'Nab Arthur, Rosevale, Bonny· 
bridge. Trea&urer, Miss Mary Smith, Main Street, Bonnybridge. 
Committee-Miss Mary Ure, Miss Maud Hutchins, Miss Jeannie 
~l 'Phie, Messrs James Paterson, J. L. Ferguson, J. C. Ferguson, 
Robert Gunn, William Brown, James Walker, A. F. Anderson, 
John M'Laren, and John Irvine. Special features of the Club
the admission of ladies as members; no intoxicating liquors used 
at any meeting ; two literary and musical evenings, one in March, 
the other in November, to which members may invite friends; 
celebration o{ the Poet's birth in January. 

No. 143. -AIRDRIE Gateside Burns Club. Instituted 5th November, 1904. 
Federated l6th May, 1905. Place and date of meeting, Star 
Hotel, when called, at 7.30 p.m. President, Robert B. Ferguson, 
South Bridge Street, Airdrie; Vice-President, Wm. Gardner, 
Paterson's Place, Chapel Street, Airdrie ; Secreta1-y, Alex. W. 
Ritchie, Laurel Bank, Queen Victoria Street, Airdrie; Treasurer, 
James Scott, 36 Clark Street; Committee, Alex. Livingstone, 
W. Henderson, Archibald Gardner, A. Hunter, and Andrew Stark. 

'[:-,'o. l u.-AIRDRIE Gatesicle Burns Club. Instituted 1904. Federated 
August 29th, 1905. Place and date of meeting, Star Hotel, as 
aclvertised, at 7.30. Hon. President, Bailie Martyn; Hon. Vice· 
President, James Goldie, J.P. ; President, William Briton, Fruit
field Place, Mack Street, Airdrie; Vice-President, R. B. Ferguson, 
South Bridge Street, Airdrie ; Secretai-y, A. W. Ritchie, Laurel· 
bank Terrace, Queen Victoria Street, Airdrie; Treasurer, James 
Scott, Clark Street, Airdrie; Committee, Allan Frew, James 
l\fain, William Murray, Jno. Ferguson, and Joseph Ackerly. 
Special features of Club-Burns literature.] 

No. 144.-LARBERT and STENHOUSEMUIR Temperance Burns Club. 
Instituted 1904. Federated 26th July, 1905. President, John 
Gill Muse, The Studio, Larhert; Vice-Presiclent, John Ure, 
Castlehill Cottage, Larbert; Secreta1-y, John Richardsor., IIunslea, 
South Broomage, Larbert. 

No. 145.-GL.\SGOW Central Burns Club. Instituted 1905. Federated 
l8th August, 1905. Place and date of meeting, Quarterly Meet
ings, 2nd Monday in January, April, July, and October; Monthly 
~~<;eting:s~ 2nd_ M;ondar in everr mon,th~ ex_cevt a,s a,bove~ at ~ 
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bundas Street, City. Treasurer, Alex. Livingstone, 3 Dundas 
Street, Glasgow (City). Special features of Club-to promote the 
study of Burns's works and other literary and social subjects 
connected with Scotland. 

No. 146.-DUBLIN Burns Club. Federated 18th October, 1905. Pre
sident, Thomas A. Stoddart, Irish Times Office, Dublin; Vice
President, Andrew Dawson, T.C., 35 Holly Bank Road, Drum
conder, Dublin; Secretary, John Farquhar, 5 Park View Avenue, 
Harold's Cross, Dublin. 

No. 147.__:_STONEilOUSE Haggis Burns Club .. Federated 28th October, 
19:J5. President, W. G. Sneddon, Lockhart Place, Stonehouse; 
Vice-President, G. Louden ; Secretary, R. Whitelaw, 22 
Camnethan Street, Stonehouse. 

No. 148.-GREENOCK Cronies' Burns Club. Instituted January, !899. · 
Federated 9th November, 1905. Place and date of ineeting, 
"Rabbie Burns"· Cafe, Hamilton Street, first Wednesday in 
month, September to April, at 7.45 p.m.· President,· Hugh 
Mathieson, 34 Inverkip Street, Greenock; Vice-President, James 
G. M'Kellar, 23 Trafalgar Street, Qreenock; Secretary, William 
M'Crae, 24 Antigua Street, Greenock. 

No. 149.-ELGIN Burns Club. Instituted 1899. Federated 15th ·Dec., 
1905. President, Rev. William Hamilton, The Manse, Alves; 
Vice-President, John Wittet, Architect, Elgin'; Secretary, John 
Foster, Sheriff Clerk, Elgin; Treasurer, John B. Mair, Chief 
Constable of Elginshire; Committee, A. Smith, W. Law, A, 
Gillan, T. R. Mackenzie, and T. P. Fraser. 
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List of Clubs subscribing to " Chronicle " Publishing 
Fund for year ending 2nd Sept., 1905. 

No, o~-Kilmarnock. 
r.-London. 
2.-Alexandria. 

3.-Glasgow-Tam 0' Shanter. 
5.-Earlston. 

9.-Glasgow-Royalty. 
r3.-St. Andrews. 
14.-Dundee. 
20.-Airdrie. 
2r.-Greenock. 
27.-Glasgow-Sprin~burn. 

33.-Glasgow-Haggis. 
35.-Dalry. 

36.-Glasgow-Rosebery. 
48.-Paisley. 
50.-Stirling. 

53.--Fairfield. 

59.-Gourock-Jolly Beggars. 
74.-Glasgow Mauchline Society. 
76.-Brechin. 

79· -Corstorphine. 

83.-Glasgow-Co·operative. 
87.-Campsie. 
89.-Sunderland. 

No. 91.-Shettleston. 

96.--Jedburgh. 
ro 5. - Rutherglen -Cronies. 

109.-Glasgow-Caledonia. 
II 3. - Vale of Leven. 

rr5.-Kippen and District. 
l 16.-Greenloaning. 
118.-Glasgow-Albany. 
lr9.-Bonhill. 
120.-Bristol. 

122.-Darnconner-Aird's l\foss. 
123.-Auchinleck. 

l 24. -Edinburgh-Ninety. 
125.-Blackburn·on-Almond. 
128.-Cowdenbeath-Glencairn. 
131.-Nottingham Scottish Asso· 

ciation. 
132.-Riccarton-Kirkstyle. 
133.-Newarthill. 
134.-Duntocher-The Heron. 
135.-Partick-Westem. 
136.-Hamilton-Royal Oak. 
138.-Cleland. 

"'"".;;:-;.:·;;;-~, tlil!.5•:a=-,.,.~-1 "'--..::,;.. _________ ..:____ _J 



165 

ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED ST A TES. 

To avoid repetition, it may be said that each of these Societies--with one 

exception-restricts memnership to men of Scottish birth or descent. The one 

exception is that of the St. Andrew's Society, Charleston, S.C., which see in 

its order. The general objects of all the Societies named, however differently 

expressed, are-

First. To relieve indigent and unfortunate Scotchmen or their families. 

Second. To foster and encourage a love of Scotland, its history, literature 

and customs, and, for a number, is added, encouragement of the national 

athletic games. 

Third. To promote friendly and social relations of members. 

ALBANY, N. Y. St. Andrew's Society of the City of Albany. Organised 

October 19th, 1803. Incorporated March 27th, 1821. Regular 

meetings, second Thursday in February, May, August, and 

November; annual meeting, St. Andrew's Day, November 3oth. 

President, Peter Kinnear, Albany, N. Y. 

BALTIMORE, Md. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1806. Incorporated 

1817. Meetings, second Thursday in February, May, August, 

and November; annual meeting, St. Andrew's Day (St. Andrew's 

Hall, 1003 M'Culloh Street). Secretary, James Gordon Hardie. 

BUFFALO, N.Y. St. Andrew's Scottish Society. Organised 1840. Incor· 

porated 1891. Meets in Conley's Hall, 650 W. Main Street, first 

and third Monday of each month ; annual meeting, St. Andrew's 

Day. Secretary, David D. Beveridge, 70 Auburn Avenue. 

CHARLESTON, S.C. The St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1729. In· 

corporated I 798. Regular meetings, last night of each month ; 

social gatherings, second Friday night of each month ; special 

festivals, Hallowe'en, St. Andrew's Day, and Hogmanay. 

Secretary, J. Alexander Gordon, 34 Broad Street. 

CHIGAGO, Illinois. IJlinois St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1846. 

Chartered 1853. Regular meetings, Thursday after first Monday 

in October, January, April, and July. Secretary, Maxwell Edgar, 

423 Reaper Block. 

CLEVELAND, Ohio. St. Andrew's Scottish Benevolent Society. Organ· 

ised May 5th, 1846. Regular meelings, second and fourth Thursday 

of each month; annual meeting, November 3oth. Secretary, John 

M'Kay, 232 Root Street. 

DETROIT, Michigan. The St. Andrew's Society. Organised November 

3oth, 1849. Incorporated July 2nd, 1877. Regular meetings, first 

Monday of each month. Secretary, Charles R. Robertson, 

M'Graw Building. ' 

GREEN BAY, Wisconsin. Brown County St. Andrew's Society. Annual 

meeting, November 3oth. President, Andrew Reid, Green 

Bay, Wisconsin. 
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MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1859. In. 
corporated-March 23, 1871. Regular meetings, Ist Monday of 
each month. Secretary, A. R. Malcolm, 45 ChamberofCommer.:e. 

NEW ARK, N.J. St. Andrew's Society. Organised April 2, 1894. Incor· 
porated May, 1900. Regular meetings, second Friday in each 
month, except July, August, and September. Secretary, John 
Campbell, 169 Polk Street. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. St Andrew's Society of the State of New York. 
Organised 17 56. Incorporated April 17, 1826. Meetings, first 
Thursday of May and November. Secretary, Geor;e Austin 
Morrison, jun., 43 Cedar Street. 

OAKLAND, Cal. St. Andrew's Society. Organised and Incorporated 
May 1878. Regular meetings, Thursdayi;. President, James 
Hutchinson. 

PHILADELPHIA, Penna. St. Andrew's Society. Organised December 
7, 1749. Incorporated December 30, 1808. Regular meetings, 
last night in February, May, August, and October. Secretary, 
Alex. C. Fergusson, Jr., 109 Chestnut Street. 

PORTLAND, Oregon. The St. Andrew's Society of Oregon. Organized 
and incorporated, January, 1875. Regular meetings, third 
Tnesday in February, May, September, and November. 
Secretary, Alex. M. Wright, U.S. National Bank. 

SAGINAW (E.S.), Mich. Scottish St. Andrew's Society of the Saginaw 
Valley. Organised 1867. Incorporated April 26, 1901. Regular 
meetings, first and third Thursdays of each month. Serrctary, 
John R. Smith, 335 N. Second Street. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal. St. Andrew's Society. Organised September 
2r, 1863. Incorporated August 4, 1865. Regular meetings, 
every Monday evening, Scottish Hall, 117 Larkin Street. Secre· 
tary, George St. J. Bremner, II] Larkin Street. 

SAVANNAH, Georgia. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1750. Incor· 
porated December 2oth, 1824. Regular meetings, third Thursday, 
October to May, inclusive. Secretary and Treas., W. W. Wilson, 
331 Barnard Street. 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. St. Andrew's Society. Organised February 9th, 
1803. Incorporated March 27th, 1807. Regular meetings, last 
Tuesday in January, April, and July. Secretary, David C. Garro· 
way, 758 East Liberty Street. 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1868. Regular 
meetings, first Monday of each month. Secretary, James Drum· 
mond. 

TACOMA, Washington. Caledonian and St. Andrew's Society. Organised 
October 1st, 1890. Regular meetings, first Friday in each month. 
Secretary, A. S. Drummond, 414 Bernice Building. 
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CALE DO NIAN SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED ST ATES. 

General Objects.-To unite more closely Scottish people and their. 

descendants in this country. To advance their interests by friendly methods 

and in frequent social meetings. The cultivation of a taste for Scottish music, 

history and poetry, and the encouragement of Scottish games, costumes and 

customs. 

FALL RIVER, Mass. Caledonian Society. Organised May, 1872. Meet

ings, first and third Tuesday of each month, Room 26, Borden 

Block. Secretary, James Shearer, 331 Oxford Street. 

FORT WAYNE, Indiana. Caledonian Society. Organised 1858. Incor

porated November 7th, 1889. Regular meetings first Monday of 

each month. Third Monday is devoted to addresses, recitations, 

songs, etc. Secretary and Treasurer, John B. Brown, c/o Capt. 

Allan II. Dougall, 929 E. Wayne Street. 

JAXESVILLE, Wisconsin. Rock County Caledonian Society. Organised 

February l3th, 1886. Incorporated June 6th, 1809. Regul,ar 

meetings, first Thursday in June, September, December, ,and 

March. Secretary, James R. Lamb. 

KA~ZAS CITY, :Missouri. Caledonian Society. Chartered September, 

1869. Regular meetings, first Tuesday in each month. SeaetarJ', 

Alexander Findlay, 5 Bunker Building. · 

LEXINGTON, Kentucky. Caledonian Society. Organised November 3oth, 

1798. Regular meetings, second Tuesday in January, April, July, 

and October. Secretary, A. St. Clair Mackenzie, State College. 

:IHLWAUKEE, Wisconsin. Caledonian Society. Organised February, 

1900. Incorporated December l4th, l9or. Regular meetings, 

first and third Thursday in each month. Secretary, James Rehl, 

560 Hanover. Street. 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. Caledonian Society. Organised November lst, 1870. 

Incorporated 1872. Regular meetings, first and third Thursday in 

each month. Secretary, John M'Leod, 243 Smith Street. 

RACINE, Wisconsin. Racine County Caledonian Society. Organised 

January, 1885. Incorporated January 29th, 1887. Regular 

meetings, third Friday in each month. President, George Seater. 

SC!IENECTADY, N.Y. Caledonian Society. Organised November r6th, 

1889. Incorporated March 24th, 1890. Regular meetings, 

second and fourth Friday in each month. Seaetary, James Ralph, 

P. 0. Box 268. 

ST. LOUIS, :l!i;;souri. Caledonian Society. Organised 1853. Incorporated 

l86r. Regular meetings, second Thursday in January, April, 

July, an,d, Qc;toher, Secretary, John.l\1ontr11th, 
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CALEDONIAN CLUBS .IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Membership restricted to Scotchmen, the sons of Scotch parents, and 
sons of members. 

The objects of the Clubs are practically those stated for Caledonian 
Societies. 

ADAMS, Mass. Renfrew Caledonian Club. Organised April 9th, 1895. 
Regular meetings, each Tuesday evening. Annual meeting, 
January. Fourth Chieftain, James Grant, 59 Highland Avenue. 

ALBANY, N.Y. The Caledonian Club. Organised January 26th. 1874. 
Regular meetings, second Monday, January, April, July, and 
October. Chief, Wm. S. Mitchell, 641 Second Street. 

BOSTON, Mass. Caledonian Club. Originated March, 1853. Regular 
meetings, first Tuesday in each month. Fourth Chieftain, John 
M'K. Cameron, P.O. Box 2686. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. Caledonian Club of Kings and Queens Counties. 
Organised l 893. Incorporated l 897. Meetings, first a.nd !hird 
Wednesdays. Third Chieftain, Alex. Johnstone, 219 N Henry 
Street. 

DENVER, Col. Caledonian Club. Organised 1878. Meetings, first and 
third Fridays, M'Phee Building. Third Chieftain, James ~larks, 
1430 S. Ninth Street. 

HOLYOKE, Mass. C,:rledonian Benefit Club. Oq::anised 1879. Meetings, 
second and fOurth Saturdays. Ree. Serreta1-y, James Hamilton, 
567 Summer Street. 

JOLIET, Ill. Will County Caledonian Club. Organised January 3rd, 1902. 
Meetings, first Friday in each month. Chief, Alex. M Kenzie. 

LEADVILLE, Colorado. Caledonian Club. Organised November 3oth, 
1890. Incorporated April 24th, 1899 Meetings every Saturday 
evening. 3rd Chieftain. Chas. Samuel, P.O. Jfox 266. 

LOWELL, Mass. Caledonian Club. Organised 1877. Meetings .first 
Wednesday in each month. 3rd Chieftain, G. G. Farquhar, 
l 16 Boynton Street. 

NEW HAVE:'li'; Conn. Caledonian Club. Organised Decemoer .. l3th, 
187,'. Meetings second and fourth Thursrlays in each month. 
3rd Chieftain, Alex. Wilson, 41 Arthur Street. 

PHILADELPHIA, Penna. Caledonian Club. Organised April 9th, 1859. 
Incorporated April 8th, 1864. Meetings first Thursday in each 
month. 3rd Chieftain, James Kellie, 419 Durfor Street. 

SAN .\!\'GELO, Texas. Caledonian Club. Organised 1895. SecrefarJ'• 
George Richardson . 

. SCRA)ITON, Penn1. Caledonian Club. Organised 1866. Incorporated 
June 2oth, 1874. Meetings first and third l\Iondays of each 
month. 3rd Chieftain, John K. Lambie, 123 Wyoming Avenue, 
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-SOUTH CHICAGO, Illinois. .Caledonian Club. 
1900. Meetings every Saturday night. 
Darling, 9321 Palmer Avenue. 

Organised January 31st, 
3rd Chieftain, George 

WASHINGTON, D.~. Caledonian Club, Organised 1872. Meetings 
first and thud Thursdays of each month. President, Dr Thomas 
Miller, 1616 Seventh Street, N.W. 

NEWARK, N.J. Caledonian Club. Founded 1860. Rooms, 48 William 
Street. Meetings, first Thursday in each month. Chief, \Vm. H. 
Thornton. 

NEW YORK, N.Y. Caledonian Club. Founded November 28th, 1856. 
Incorporated February 5th, l86r. Club House, 846 Seventh 
Avenue (always open to visiting Scotchmen). Meetings, first 
Tuesday of each month. . Annual meeting, second Tuesday in 
December. Chief, Wm. G. Reid. _ 

PATERSON, N.J. Caledonian Club. Founded 1872. Chartered 1873. 
u1!'E'i. Meetings, second and fourth Wednesdays of each •month in 

Knights of Malta Hall, l 20 Market Street. Chief, Tames 
Robertson. · 

MISCELLAI'{EOUS SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

BOSTON, Mass. Scots Charitable Society. Organised 1657. Incorporated 
1786. The olde5t charitable society in tbe United States. Meet· 
ings, third Thursday in April, July, and October. Secretary, 
Peter F. Patterson, 979 Hyde Park Avenue, Readville, Mass. 

BOSTON, Mass. Or<ler of Scottish Clans. Orrranised November 3oth, 
1878. Incorporated July 5th, l88r. The Subo~dinate Clans of 
the Order meet twice each month. The Royal Clan meets every 
second year. Secretary, Peter Kerr, 134 Summer Street, Boston, 
Mass. · 

.ENGLEWOOD, Illinois. The Englewood Scottish Club. Organised May 
31st, 1900. Meetings. first and third Fridays in each month. 
528 W. 63d Street. Secretary, James Duncan, Englewood P.O., 
Chicago. 

·HARTFORD, Connecticut. The Burns Club. Organised 1900. Annual 
, meeting, January 25th. Seo'ftary, John Watson, 48 King Street. 

HONOLULU, Hawaii. Scottish Thl'stle Club. Organised April 27th, 
l89r. Meets every Friday evening. Secretary, H. Glass, P.O. 
Box 409. 

LONG ISLAND CITY, New York. Robert Burns Society. Organised 
January, l9or. Meetings first and third Saturdays in each month. 
Membership-Scotchmen and lovers of Burns. Ree. Secretary, 'N. 
G. Mowat, 148 Lockwood Street. 

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky. The Scottish Society. Organised December 
l5th, 1896. Incorporated June l7th, 1899. · Meeting second 
Thursday nighL in each month. Ree. Secretary, Thomas. F. 
Gordon. 

NEWBURGH; New York. The Newburgh Scottish Socie~y. Organised 
February l9th, 1902. Meetings first \>Vednesday m each month. 
Secretary, William D. Foster, 107 Broadway. 

22 
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NEW YORK, N. ~·. Arbroath Association. Organised 1878. Incorporated 
1900. Members-Natives of Arbroath or vicinity, or lineal descen· 
dants. Secr<tary, James-Allan, 724-Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn. 

NEW YORK, N. \T. The Burns Society. Organised December zoth, 1871; 
Incorporated March 2nd, 1895. Secretary; James R. Paterson, 
174 Broadway. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. Ne\V York Gaelic Society. Organised 1890. Meetings. 
second· Thursday in each month. President, Duncan Arthur 
Macintyre, 71 Broadway, N. Y. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. New York Scottish Society. Organised June, 1887. 
Incorporated J nne, 1894. Meetings, first and third Monday 
evenings of each month, 241 Fifth Avenue. Secretary, Robert D. 
Pentland, 241 Fifth Avenue. 

NEW YORK, N.Y. New York \Vaverley Association Organised in 1879. 
Composed of ladies for friendly intercourse and social entertain· 
ments of a high character. Meetings, monthly during the winter. 
SecretarJ', Mrs J. S. Macuah, West End Avenue and 96th Street. 

NE\V YORK, N.Y. Veteran Association, 79th Regiment (Highlanders), 
New York Volunteers: Organised August 16th, 1865. Incor
porated February, 1867. Meetings, third Tuesday in January,. 
April, July, and October. s~cretary, Charles Crawford, 248 W. 
13oth Street, N.Y. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. Scots' Thistle Society. Organised November 3oth, 
1796. Chartered March l7th, 1799· Meetings, March, June, 
September, and November. Secretary, Joseph Ferguson, 3060 N~ 
Fifteenth Street. · 

l)HILADELPHIA, Pa. The Tam o' Shanter Club. Organised 1883. 
Meetings, fourth Saturday in April, July, and October. Setre!ary,. 
Robert Smith. 

PHILADELPHIA. Pa. North-Eastern Burns Club. Organised 1896. 
Secretary, Robert M'Lean, Enterprise Hall, Kensington Avenue 
and B Street. 

PITTSBURGH, Pa. Burns Banqueting Club. Organised 1866. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal Scottish Thistle Club. Organised March l8th, 
1882. Incoporated November 7th, 1887. Meetings, second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month. Recorder, George Fullerton, 32-
0'Farrell Street. 

SAN FR.ANCISCO, Cal. The Scottish Bowling Club. Organised Novem
ber, lgDI. Quarterly meetings, in Scottish Hall, San Francisco. 
Secretary, Thos. G. Aitken. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. Burns Benefit Club. Organised January, 1893. 
;'>.feelings, first and third Wednesday in each month. Secretary,. 
David :\1'Crostie, 89 Cleveland Street. 

\VEST BRIGHTON, Staten Island, New York. The Bu~ns Club. Organ~ 
. ised January 25th, 1864. Secretary, Alex. Maciver, Myrtle 

Avenue, \Vest Brighton. 

CHICAGO, III. Scottish Highla~ders' Society. Secre.tary, Donald A. 
Smith, 830 W. Madison Street. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. Scottish Highlanders. Organised 1902. Object-to· 
encourage wearing the Highland dress; to unite Scotsmen and 
their descendants in social intercourse.. Company meeting, lit$.t 
Monday night in each month at 846 Seventh Avenue, New York .. 
Captain, James Hay Cockburn, 858 Eighth Avenue. 
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NEW \'ORK, N. \'. Scottish Celtic Society. Org.inised 1~92. Cm;;po~ed 
of Scottish Highlanders by birth or descent. Object-cult1vat10n 
of the language, literature, music and sports and ga~nes of the 
" Land "of Heather,". and to ~ultivate cl~ser acquamtance by 
social intercourse. Meetings, last Thursday m each month. Cale-. 
donian Hall, 846 Seventh Ave. Secretary, Alex. Gordon, 255 West 
24th Street. 

CIIICOI'EE FALLS,. !\!ass. Scottish Social C!t~b. Oliject-by social 
intercourse lo link Scotsmen more closely m the bonds of brother
hood. Secretary, D. K. White, 285 Broadwaj. 

ST. i\NDRE\V'S SOCIETIES IN CANADA. 

It may be said of all the Societies here named that they restrict member
ship to persons born in Scotland and their descendants. Their objects are for 
the relief of Scotch people who may be in need of financial aid or employment; 
to encourage the study of Scotlish history and literature, and to bind more 
closely together all connected with Scotland by birth or kinship. 

BRANTFORll, Ontario. St. Andrew's llenevolent Society. Organised 
November, 1851. Meetings quarterly. Secretary, John F. 
M'Laren, 59 Chestnut Avenue. 

ELORA, Ontario. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1840. Secretary, D. 
S. Ritchie. 

l'REDERICTON, New Brunswick. Society of St. Andrew. 
November 3oth, 1825. Incorporated April l4th, 1845. 
second Mondays in February, l\Iay, August, and 
Secretary, A. Stirling l\!'Farlane. 

Organised 
Meetings, 

November, 

·IIA~!ILTON, Ontario. St. Andrew's Society. Organi,ed 1827. Meetings, 
first Thursday of September, December, March, and [ une. Secre-
tar;•, D. M'Edwards, 4 Bay Street. · 

IND IAN I I ~:AD, Assiniboine, N. W. T. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 
1897. Secretary, D. G. l\faclrn)'· 

KA:'l!LOOPS, British Columbia. St. Andrew's Society. Organised Nov. 
lst, 1894. Meetings laH Fnday in each month. President, R~ 
M'Kay, P.O. Box 68. 

KINGSTON, Ontario. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1840. Meetings 
.in February, May, and ~ovember. Secretary. George I-1:. 
\Villiamson, B.A., IIS Gore Street. 

LONDON, Ontario. St. Andmv's Society. Organised July 1860. Seo·e
tarr, John Cameron. 

l\!ONTREAL. The St. Andrew's Society. Organised February 6, 1835. 
I_ncorporated August 16th, 1858 l\!eetings~ first. Thursday in 
February, May. August, and November. This Society maintains 
the St. Andrew's Home at 403 Acqueduct Street. Adapted to the 
housing of emigrants or others requiring temporary shelter and 
also as a centre for out-door relief work Secrrtary, Alex. R~bert
son, 157 St. James Stree,. 

11 
I. 

ii 

l ! 

I 

i· 
I 

~-j 



" ., 

'·' 

I_· 

·, 

I 
i 
! 

172 

RICHMOND, Quebec. St. Andrew's Society of Richmond Co. ·organised 
1880. Secretary, G. II. Dalziel. 

ROSSLAND, British Columbia. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1896. _ 
Secretaiy-Treasurer, J. Anderson. 

ST. CATHARINES, Ontario. St. Andrew's SoCiety. Organised Novem
ber 3oth, 1836. Secretary, H.J. Johnstone, Box 436. 

SAINT JOHN, New Brunswick. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 
:\farch 8th, 1798. Incorporated April nth, 1864. Meetings first 
Thursday in February, May, August, and November. Secretaiy, 
Robert C. Cruikshank, 34 King Street. 

TORONTO. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1836. Incorporated 1886. 
l\Ieetings second Thursday in February, May, August, and Octo
ber. Secretary, William Rae, 15 Toronto Street. 

TRENTON, Ontario. St. Andrew's Society. Organised 1861. Secretary 
and Treasurer, James Shurie 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia. St. Andrew's and Caledonian Society. 
Organised May, 1886. Meetings second Friday in each month. 
Secretary, vV. Bennet Hood, P.O. Box 433. 

'WINDSOR, Ontario. St. Andrew's Society. Organised May l7th, l88r. 
Secretary, Andrew J3raiJ, P.O. Box. 38. 

CALEDONIAN SOCIETIES IN CANADA. 

Membership.-Generally confined to persons of Scottish birth and 

descent. 
Objects.-To assist persons of Scottish birth and descent who are in 

distress, maintain a social ·and friendly intercourse among members, promote 
an interest in the history, literature, and traditions of Scotland, and the en
<:ouragement of Scotfo,h games. 

CAl\1PBELLTOWN, New Brunswick. The Caledonian Society of Resti
gouche, at Campbdltown. Meeting, first Friday in May and 
November. Seaetary, Arch. McKenzie. 

CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. Calcdonian Club of P.E. Island. Organised 
1853. Meeting, last Tuesday evening in each month. Secretary, 
David R. l\facLennan. 

INGERSOLL, Ontario. Caledonian Society. znd Cheftain, B. B. Baillie, 
Ingersoll, Ont. 

LUCKNOW, Ontario. Caledonian Society. Meetings, first and third Wed
nesdays of each month. Secretary, J. Murchison. 

MONTREAL. Caledonian Society. Organised 1855. Incorporated 1870. 
Meetings, third Tuesday in each month. Secretary, W. C . 
.\lacAllister, 99 St. Francis Xavier Street. 

TORONTO. Caledonian Society. Organised 1869. Meetings, second 
Tuesday in each month. Seaetaiy, WM. Campbell, :\i'Kinnon 
Building. -

., ... :.::;,. _________ _:__ 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Telqrama1 "Aloxandra Hotel, Qlaeiiow. Telephone No. 715. 

THE 

A~~andra H~tel, 
148 Bath Street, GLASGOW. 

(9HIS First-Class Hotel, which has been entirely re-decorated, and 

contains Suites of Private Apartments, Spacious Dining Saloon, 

Billiard and Smoking Rooms, &c., is centrally situated, being within 

a few minutes of all Railway Stations and Steamboat Wharves. 

AMPLE ACCO!Jf.llODATION FOR 

FAMILIES, TOURISTS, and COMMERCIAL CENTLEMEN. 

Excellent Cuisine. Moderate Tariff. Electric Light. 

THOS. E. CUDDEFORD, Proprietor, 



ADVER'l'ISEMENTS. 

KILMARNOCK. 

THIS FIRST-CLASS, OLD-ESTABLISHED, AND WELL-KNOWN 
FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL HOTEL IS NOW 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. 

Commercial Room. f!:=::::::=======-
Smoking Room. 

-~=============11 Billiard Room. 

WELL-FURNISHED, COMFORTABLE, AND 
ENTIRELY RE-DEOORATED. 

WITHIN TWO MINUTES OF THE RAILWAY STATION. 

For over 60 Years the Kilmarnock Burns Club 
has held its Meetings in this Hotel. 

Headquarters of the BURNS FEDERATION. 
GEORGE ALEX. BELL, 

Proprieior 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Annual Subscription, 

post free, 2/8. 

A Southern Counties Quarterly Magazine 
CONTAINING 

BIOGRAPHICAL, lI1STORICAL, ANTIQUARIAN, &c., SKETCHES, RELATING TO THE 

THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES OF S COTLAND. 

1111111111llllllllllllUlll11111111111111111111lllltHll 

JUST PUBLISHED-

THE 

Life and Writings of Rev. Alexander Murray, 
D,D., F.S.A,8,, 

Miniater of Urr, Pro/uaor of Oriental Languages in the University of Edinburgh, 
and Found~r of Cmnparative Philology in Europe. 

BY JOHN REITH, M.A., B.D. 

Price 3s 6d nett. 

History of Minnigaff. By J . G. Kinna. ls 6d 

Droll Recollections of Whithorn. 2s. 

Billy Marshall, King of the Galloway 
Tinkle:rs. 2s. 

The Book of St. Michael's Church, 
DUMFRIES, 

By the late Rev. J OHN PATON, D.D. 
This is the Church in which Burns worshipped, and in the Churchyard 

surrounding it is his tomb. 

A handsome Crown 4to Volume, with ouer 60 l/lustrations. 

Price 5s post free, 

.A.LL :PU:SL I:S:S:JDD :BY 

J. t\nxwELL & Son, DuHFRrns, Scorumn. 
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ANDREW THOMSON, 
10 KING STREET, 

K:ILJY-1:..A..R~OOK. 

Proprietor of' the Famous 

AULD KILLIE BLEND 

OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY. 
ON SALE AT ALL THE LEADING BARS IN TOWN. 

Agent for J. & R TENNANT, Wellpa.rk Brewery, Glasgow 



t 
I 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CORDON & BLAIR, 
LIM:ITE:O., 

Brcewercs and Wine )Yle11cbant.s, 

GLASGOW & EDINBURGH. 

Registered Office-

767 BT. VINGENT STREET, GLASGOW. 

Breweriee-

CPaigwell, Brewery, Edinburgh. 

Home Brewe:ry, Parkhead, Glasgow. 

A11;encies-

JOHN WALKER & SONS, llD., KILMARNOCK, 
OLD HIGHLAND WHISKY. 

HIGHEST AWARD'J-8ydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Paris, Jamaica, 
Dunedin, Kimberley. 

CARDOW DIS't'ILLERY -
ANNANDALE DISTILLERY · 
TEANINICH DISTILLERY 
A UCHTERTOOL DISTILLERY 
J . & A. MITCHELL, Ltd.,· 
MITCHELL & CO., Ltd., · 
OTARD, DUPUY & CO. 
GAY, RENAUD & CO. 

STRATHSPEY 
· ANNAN 

ROSS-SHIRE 
KIRKCALDY 

CAMPBELTOWN 
BELFAST 
·COGNAC 
-COGNAC 

Large Stocks of the Principal Distillers• makes of all ages in Bond. 
· Blends made up to suit Customers' requirements. 

Telephone No. 1460, Glas9ow. Telegraphic Addre11s-"Cardow1 Glasgow," 



• ADVERTISEMENTS • 

HOLE I' THE WA' INN, 
156 HIGH STREET, DUMFRIES 

(Between Burns Statue and Midsteeple). Established 1620. 

~• THE REPOSITORY OF •~ 

BURNS RELICS 
f !DR 

ON VIEW HERE, FREE OF CHARGE. 

m . ' 
' 

CONSISTING OF 

Four Chairs (one of them the Ellisland Parlour Ohair), the Ellisland Parlour Fender, a Portrait 
of Clarinda of the Burns Letters, a Portion of the Roof of the Poet's Tent Bed, a Scrap Album 
containing an Autograph Poem a.nd Portrait of Robert Burns. eldest son of the Poet; a. Dram 
Glass, the Drinking Glass of Burns and Lapra.ik; Burns's Famed Tumbler, which was gifted by 
Colonel James Glencairn Burns's Family ; also, Four Fruit Plates from Burns's House, Dumfries; 
also, a China Teapot, for two generations in the family that i t was presented to by Mrs Burns. 
This has never been out of Dumfries. There are also a Sword Stick, a Walking Stick, an Excise 
Sheet, Portion of his ~fa.sonic Apron, a Kitchen Table, o.lso a fine collection of Original Autograph 
Letters and Verses of the Poet, including the "Highland Welcome." For opinions of the Press, 
see the Dumfries Courier and Herald of 16th July, 1904, and the Standard of the 30th July, 1904. 

In addition , there may be seen the Silver Chain pertaining to the office of Deacon of the 
Incorporated Weavers of Dumfries. 

AUTHENTIC RELICS BOUGHT. 

Just Added-The Famous 

Original Honorary BURGESS TICKET, 
Presented by the Burgh of Dumfries to Robert Burns, 4th June, 1787. 

WINES, SPIRITS, & BEER OF THE BEST QUALITY. 
"90HN THOMSON, Proprietor, 
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G. & J. MACLACHLAN, 
Proprietors of ..... 

Special 

THREE STAR 

"10NA" 
%"'¥' 

- AllD -

"Five Castle" 
C?~ 

Liqueur, 

BLENDS 
- OJ'-

OLD 

SCOTCH WHISKIES. 
CE!LE!BRATE!D 

"CASTLE" ALES AND STOUT· 

Head Offices- " CASTLE" CHAMBERS, 
GL.A..S G- 0-W--. 
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" Fair fa' your honest, sonsy face." 

waaae1rs uaggrn 

r 

IS THE BEST! 

There are None like them 

for Quality, Favour, and 

Easy Digestion. ..,. ... ~ "' 

~ MADE ANY SIZE. 

R. D. WADDELL, . 
Glasgow Sausage Works, 

NAPIERSHALL STREE~ 

GLASG0W. 



" £> -1,00ERICK DHU" 

OLD HIGHLDRD WHISIY, 
THE !"\OST POPULAR WHISKY OF THE DAY. 

= ~'¥.d;'.= 
(J\1{3 
. .=.9;--,~ 

THI<: Tl1E 

CREAM CRUM 

OF OF 

SCOTCH SCOTCH 

WHISKY. WHISKY. 

~7f~ ~t~ 

PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED WHEREVER EXHIBITED. 

!Messrs WRICHT & CREIC (Limited), GLA~cow, L ONDON, and 

MANCHESTER, Sole Proprietors of this Celebrated Brand, hove every 

-confidence in recommending it to the Trade a.s one of the Finest 

Whiskies in the Market. They bottle this Old Whisky in Bond for 

-exportation. 

IMPORTANT TESTIMONIAL FROM DR ABBOTTS. 

49 WEYMOUTH STREET, PORTLAND PLACE, W., 

26tlt August, I 887. 

I HAVE for seYeral years past recommended the "Roderick Dhn" \Yhisky to all 

my patients requiring a sound, pure, and wholesome sti11111lant; and it only needs 

to be better known to ensure its adoption in preference to auy other spirit fur the 

ot1se of invalids and others. 
W~f Af>BOTTS, M.D., 

!!ember of the Royal Colle1•e of Physician;, London. 
· Editor "Dn~T," 

Physicia n to the Metrnpolitan Free Hm;pital, 
The Korth London Ho,pital for Diseases of Lhe Che>t. 
'Ihe City Dispensary, The FinsLury Dispt:nsary, &:c. 



JOHN WALKER & SO S, 
LIMITED. 

OLD 

Highland Whisky. 

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

Highest Awards-

SIDNEY, MELBOURNE, ADELAIDE, 

PARIS, JAMAICA, DUNEDIN, 
KIMBERLEY, BRISBANE-

Sole Proprietors-

CARDOW DISTILLERY, STRATHSPEY; 

ANNANDALE DISTILLERY, ANNAN 

KILMARNOCK ; and Leadenhall House, LONDON, E.C. 

7 Mark Lane, Hyde's Cross, Corporation St., MANCHESTER. 

6 BURLINGTON PASSAGE. NEW ST., BIRMINGHAM~ 

SYDNEY. N.S. W. 




