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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

In common with all my illustrious predecessors who have held this 
prestigious position, I feel humbled and hugely honoured to wear the 
magnificent chain of office signifying my position as the President of the 

Robert Burns World Federation.  I was deeply moved by the number of warm 
greetings extended to me at the inauguration dinner during what turned out 
to be a momentous Homecoming Conference weekend in Edinburgh.  I have 
continued to receive the same warmth at all the many events I have attended 
already, and for that I am extremely grateful.  I continue to be in awe of the 
enthusiasm and dedication displayed by so many unsung heroes whose hard 
work helps keep the Federation in its well-deserved position at the vanguard 
of the Burns movement.    

Despite hailing from Kincardineshire, the land of the Father of the Bard, 
I was a relative latecomer to the study of the life and works of Robert Burns.  
Ironically, it was a RAF posting to America in 1989 which sparked greater 
interest because I felt ashamed when my superficial knowledge of our National 
Bard was starkly exposed by someone who asked me to show them the proper 
way to interpret a particular poem.  I have worked hard ever since to correct 
that deficiency and am so glad I did because Burns is such an absolutely 
fascinating character and one whose life and works can act as a prism through 
which to view so many aspects of our Scottish history and cultural heritage.   

Although we have lost the services of Federation stalwart Shirley Bell, 
after 12 years of inspirational leadership as Chief Executive, we are very lucky 
in having secured an eminently well-qualified replacement in Sam Judge from 
Kilmarnock.  With his experience in a broad range of financial management 
positions, including running his own business, he is eminently well placed to 
build on the sound financial position of the Federation secured by Shirley after 
a prolonged campaign to secure core funding. From that sound base I believe 
we have three main objectives to try to achieve.  Firstly, we must continue to 
raise the profile of the Federation by capitalising on the legacy of the Year 
of Homecoming during which Burns featured so prominently.  Secondly, 
we must take advantage of the opportunities offered by modern media to 
engage with the younger generation beyond their participation in the School’s 
Competitions.  And, lastly, we must all work hard to increase the membership 
of the Federation in order to sustain a viable base of clubs and individuals with 
the necessary enthusiasm to continue the sterling efforts of our predecessors.  

I am looking forward to my year in office with keen anticipation and hope 
to meet, and make, many new friends.  Although my diary is filling up rapidly 

continued on page 4
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A number of contributions have 
been left out of this issue of 
the Chronicle in most cases 

by request that they appear in the 
Special “HOMECOMING” Edition 
of the Burns Chronicle 2009 instead. 
This Special limited edition does not 
take the place of the normal run of 
Chronicle, it is an extra similar to the 
one produced in 1996 which you may 
recall was sold out.

As we go to press the number 
of pages in the Special edition 
has reached 700 being the largest 
publication in the history of the Burns 
Federation. In my twenty years as 
Editor I have not experienced the 
volume of material submitted for 
inclusion in any of our previous 
publications, which has occurred this 
year.

The enclosed Subscription Form 
gives a very brief account of the 
contents of the book, early application 
for copies is adviseable.

Sam Judge, Chief Executive ........6

Robert Burns Birthplace

 Museum .....................................8
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Obituaries ....................................23
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In view of the fact that the Special 
edition may not be published until 
late Spring next year I take this 
opportunity of thanking the many 
Burnsians who have contributed and 
assisted me on numerous occasions.

 
CONGRATULATIONS

To President of Greenock Burns 
Club, JOE HARKINS on his deserved 
award of the Queen’s Fire Service 
Medal. Apart from Joe’s work in the 
Fire Service in his spare time raised 
over £396,000 for Charity.

 
OBITUARIES

It is with much sadness that we 
record the passing of two of our Past 
Presidents, a President of the Trusty 
Fieres Erskine Burns Club and Dr 
Arthur Down of Houston, Texas,  
founder member of the Heather & 

there are still one or two slots available so please let me know if you would like 
me to attend any of your events. During February I will be in Australia and 
New Zealand trying to spread the word ‘down under’.

In the Year of Homecoming I thought it appropriate to have my photograph 
taken in my home county of Kincardineshire, the birthplace of the father of 
the Bard, William Burnes. The photograph was taken in the Burns Memorial 
Garden in Stonehaven and what a privilege to have as the photographer, 
Andy Hall, whose magnificent book Touched by Burns will be featured in the 
Federation’s Homecoming 2009 Burns Chronicle due to be published spring 
2010.

But to conclude my silly rhyme
(I’m scant o’ verse and scant o’ time);
To make a happy fireside clime
To weans and wife,
That’s the true pathos and sublime
Of human life.

My warmest greetings to you all.
Mike Duguid

————————————

Thistle Society. As we go to press 
we learn of the passing of the Bard 
of Greenock Burns Club and Past 
President Miss Mabel Irving MBE. 
Full appreciation in next issue of the 
Chronicle. (See pages 23-27).

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE

 
MY NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS

 
peter.cairnsmore1@btinternet.com.

 
Peter J. Westwood (Editor)

continued from page 3
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Dear Friends
 

I take this opportunity of thanking 
those of you who sent me cards, flowers 
and gifts on the occasion of my retiral 
as Chief Executive of the Robert 
Burns World Federation, also for the 
Get Well Wishes and flowers during 
my recent short stay in hospital.

To those who attended the Concert 
in Easterbrook Hall, Dumfries it was 
an event which I, Jack, Lesley and 
Allison  will remember for many a 
year to come.

                               Shirley Bell
 
“Friends of my life! my ardent spirit 
burns, And all the tribute of my heart 
returns, For boons accorded, goodness 
ever new”.

ROBERT BURNS 
AND THE 

ENIGMA OF 
IMMORTALITY

(PAINTING ON FRONT COVER)
Also page 3 of cover

This large scale work, an acrylic 
painting on canvas, is a serious work 
that invites the viewer to re-evaluate 
Burns’s importance as a human being 
and poet, rather than as a national 
icon to whom we only pay lip-service 
once a year. Richard Demarco was 
profoundly affected by this complex 
image and summed up its significance 
in these words:

“More often than not, Burns is 
demeaned by the celebration of his 
life in the form of Burns Suppers and 
an excess of sentimentality; it is even 
more rare for a depiction of Burns, in a 
painting or sculpture, to deal directly 
with the subject of immortality as in 
the painting by Charles Nasmyth, 
‘Robert Burns and the Enigma of 
Immortality’. For this artist, joining 
the ranks of the immortals is not 
without pain and doubt. The poet, 
in his life and work, takes us on a 
journey through the full gamut of 
human frailty and emotion. The fate 
of humankind, which is our common 
destiny, is explored in defiance of what 
we know about this, space and national 
boundaries. Nasmyth has, in this very 
contemporary painting, employed a 
rich vein of symbolism, not so much 
to create a portrait of Burns, but an 
image that demands each successive 
generation continues to read his poetry 
and value his humanity.”

continued on page 19
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SAM JUDGE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION

I would firstly just like to say how proud and honoured I am to be in the post 
of Chief Executive of your historic Federation.
My official takeover date was 16 October and for the period up to this I 

am extremely grateful to my predecessor, Shirley Bell and Margaret Craig for 
their induction into the role.

I was present at the Conference in Edinburgh and met with a number of 
members but am really looking forward to welcoming everyone to my first 
“official” conference at Aberdeen in 2010.
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My working career began in 1976 when I joined the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
My first branch was Paisley Road, in Glasgow where football legends such as 
Jim Baxter, Alex Ferguson and Willie Waddell were frequent visitors.

I progressed to serve in many Glasgow city centre branches, moving on to 
rural locations such as Oban and Campbeltown and finishing up as Manager 
of Brodick on the Isle of Arran during the early days of the new whisky 
distillery.

I then set up my Accountancy business and over the years worked closely 
with Argyll & the Isles Enterprise Company, Princes Scottish Youth Business 
Trust and Scottish Executive. I was involved in budget planning with Police 
Division, and within the Regional Selective Assistance, I assessed grant 
applications from various Scottish businesses.

I also carried out consultancy services for Glasgow North Ltd, assisting 
new start up businesses in grant funding and cash flow forecasting.

My interest in and appreciation of Robert Burns has been fostered through 
regular attendance at Burns Suppers over the years particularly the Smith’s 
Supper in the Central Region of Scotland.

My other interests and activities over the years have included Chairman 
of the PTA and school board at my children’s schools, chairman of my church 
council and treasurer of the RNLI when I worked in Campbeltown.

I am a founder member of the Isle of Arran Rotary Club and have held the 
position of Secretary at Prestwick St Cuthbert Golf Club.

I welcome the opportunity to promote the objectives of the Federation and 
intend to be out and about meeting with as many clubs and members as I can. 
I am looking forward to working with the President and Board Members to 
encourage teamwork in our decision making processes.

I would just like to add that I have taken over the 200 Club and encourage 
existing members to continue your support that is appreciated. There are 
plenty of shares available for new members to join and with quarterly prizes of 
£150, it is a great time to do so. Please feef free to contact me. (See page 21).

Sam Judge
Chief Executive

IMPORTANT NOTICE
In an effort to reduce our production costs would all future contributors of 

articles and photographs for inclusion in the magazine submit them in the form 
of an attachment to an e-mail, or on a floppy disc (if they have the facility) and 
forward for the attention of Ian at info@solwayoffset.co.uk (our printers) with a 
‘Hard Copy’ to the Editor.
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THE ROBERT BURNS BIRTHPLACE 
MUSEUM – A 21st CENTURY VISION 

FOR A 19th CENTURY DREAM
By Nat Edwards

In September 2010, the doors will open on a striking new building in 
Alloway. Using the latest building techniques and display technologies, it will 
be the first fully equipped, modern purpose-built museum dedicated to Robert 
Burns. It will delight, provoke and challenge visitors – whether they are dyed-
in-the wool Burns fanatics or new to the Bard – and provide a contemporary 
take on Burns that sets the poet both in his historical context and also within 
the living, breathing culture of 21st century Scotland. For all its modernity, 
however, the museum will also be one more step towards fulfilling a dream 
that has its origins in the early 19th century.

In 1814, when Alexander Boswell chaired a small committee of local 
people with a view to creating a permanent monument to Burns in the poet’s 
Alloway birthplace, he probably had little idea of how the project would grow. 
Boswell’s tragic death in a duel in 1822 meant that he never saw the Burns 
Monument completed, yet he shared, along with his fellow members of the 
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Burns Monument Trust a vision for a lasting public legacy in Alloway. At 
the heart of that vision was a sense of the importance of placing the physical, 
spiritual and literary legacy of Burns firmly within the landscape that had 
bothe created and inspired him.

Over the years, the popularity of the Burns Monument as a destination 
for visitors and the hard work of the Monument Trust and their supporters 
among the worldwide Burns movement meant that the Trust was able to draw 
together an increasingly important collection of manuscripts and Burnsiana; 
to purchase and restore Burns Cottage, and to build a small purpose-built 
museum to house its growing collection. By the 1990s, when the Monument 
Trust entered into a partnership with the local council to extend the Burns 
heritage offer in Alloway to include the Auld Kirk and Brig o’ Doon, along with 
a well-appointed visitor centre,  the collection had long become established as 
the most important Burns collection anywhere in the world. While other major 
literary collections rested in grand metropolitan institutions such as the J P 
Morgan or British Libraries or the National Library of Scotland, the vision of 
Boswell and his colleagues – of heritage placed within Burns’s own community 
and environment – was proudly maintained in Alloway.

However, with an internationally significant collection comes significant 
responsibility and some real challenges faced the future. While both Burns 
Cottage and the collection had survived well over the years, even facing on 
one occasion the threat of a bomb attack by Suffragists (Lord Kitchener’s niece 
among them), competition for tourist income, modern preservation standards 
and a lack of space were all placing pressure on the collection. During the 
1980s and 1990s, parts of the collection were removed to the National Library 
of Scotland for safekeeping and, in 2001, a storm-damaged roof led to water 
damage to the Burns family bible – highlighting the need for improved and 
extended museum accommodation in a very public way. Exploring options for 
extending and modernising the existing museum, it quickly became clear that 
there simply was not enough space to house the collection and provide the 
concomitant education and research facilities that such an important primary 
resource demanded. A new museum was needed – and that meant not only a 
fairly hefty amount of money was needed but also a financial guarantor was 
needed with the capacity to deliver a major capital project. After a detailed and 
protracted discussion, the Burns Monument Trust and local council agreed to 
transfer the Burns assets in Alloway to the National Trust for Scotland who 
would be tasked with delivering a new museum, in the spirit of the Monument 
Trust’s original vision. With support from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the 
Scottish Government and a sustained and ongoing fundraising campaign, 
the National Trust for Scotland threw itself into the task of both creating a 
new museum and restoring and reinterpreting the wider Burns heritage in 
Alloway.
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The £21 million project, under the umbrella heading of the Robert Burns 
Birthplace Museum, comprises a re-fit and reinterpretation of Burns Cottage 
and the adjoining Burns family smallholding (due to open on 30 November, 
2009); renovation of the old museum as a new education centre and library; 
reinterpretation of the various monuments in Alloway and commissioning of 
some new public artworks; removal of the Tam o’ Shanter Experience visitor 
centre, creation of a new endowment fund to sustain the site and, at its heart, 
the creation of a modern new museum building.

The new museum, currently under construction on the site occupied by the 
Tam o’ Shanter Experience (which will be demolished once the new museum 
is completed), has been designed by Edinburgh architects, Simpson and 
Brown, with displays created by the National Trust of Scotland and Event 
Communications. In the spirit of Burns, the building has been designed with 
strong green credentials. It is timber-framed, with a sedum roof, naturally 
ventilated and heated by 80-metre deep ground-source heat pumps. Its gently 
undulating form, while unmistakably contemporary, flows into the landscape 
with a sensitivity that was never achieved by the brutalist municipal lines of 
the old council visitor centre. With rising excitement, I watch it grow each day 
– seeing the lines of the building emerge.

While the building is undeniably exciting, I have the most anticipation for 
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what will go inside it. For the first time in decades, the world’s most important 
Burns collection will be reunited in its rightful home, with all the modern 
facilities that you might expect. This fact alone makes the project unique. The 
prospect of, for example, reading autograph manuscripts of Tam o’ Shanter 
within the landscape that inspired it, and then being able to walk around 
Kirk Alloway and the Brig o’ Doon and visit the room in Burns Cottage where 
the young Robert first heard the “witch-tales” that he would later adapt to his 
masterpiece, forms a unique (and in my opinion, priceless) experience that 
no other institution can offer, no matter how august. If housing the collection 
in a new building were all that was planned, then that would be justification 
enough for the public investment that has been made. However, there is 
more.

All Burns enthusiasts know the challenges of bringing new audiences 
to Burns; of engaging young people, schools or even just those people who 
imagine Burns’s poetry to be “difficult” or “old-fashioned”. We know the 
beauty, humour and simplicity of Burns and we feel keenly its ongoing social 
relevance – but we know too that not everybody feels the same way. To help 
make sure that we both build new audiences for Burns and provide something 
that is refreshing even for the most familiar, we are planning a programme of 
bold, yet sensitive interpretation. Working in consultation with a wide range 
of people, from established Burns experts and educators to primary school 
children, we have created a plan for telling Burns’s story in a way that we hope 
combines fondness and respect for Burns’s memory with the honesty which 
makes his legacy so strong. We are striving to avoid either hagiographical 
myth-making, or a couthy kailyard picture of Burns, stripped of its colour. 
Neither are we attempting to tell a comprehensive story – there are many 
different parts of the Burns story, some told in better ways elsewhere – rather 
we are concentrating on the stories that relate best to the collections we hold. 
Centrally, we are using the collection to stimulate people to think about who 
Burns was; about the relationships that shaped him as a man and about what 
inspired his creativity. With a commitment to doing our best to show and not 
tell, we are keen to provide enough information to help visitors explore the 
collections and environment of Alloway and make their own minds up about 
Burns – acknowledging that there are many different Robert Burns – and ours 
is just part of the wonderfully faceted picture of a wonderfully complex and 
constantly surprising man.

Another important facet of the interpretation will be the inclusion of Scots 
language. We feel strongly that Burns’s bilingualism should be reflected in 
our own writing. While there will not be room to present every caption in both 
Scots and English (and indeed that might appear to lean towards some sort 
of politically correct gesture, rather than a thoughtful combination of Burns’s 
two languages), we will include key texts in Scots, working with leading 
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modern Scots authors. To my knowledge, this will be the first time a museum 
has used Scots in such a way. While Scots is sometimes found describing food 
on museum cafe menus, or in descriptions of the most vernacular objects, we 
are keen to follow Burns’s own example and to use Scots, judiciously, to deal 
with some of the key philosophical, political and artistic issues that are central 
to understanding Burns.

To support these new displays, there will be a series of audiovisual 
installations, education facilities, a lively programme of events and exhibitions 
and of course wonderful new shop and restaurant facilities. The much-loved 
Tam o’ Shanter restaurant will be replaced by an extended and improved 
restaurant, with glorious views of the newly landscaped gardens. Sculptures, 
sundials and other surprises will be included in the gardens to give other 
opportunities to connect with Burns – and to connect Burns to living culture.

Burns doesn’t stand still. Just as the Bard took the best that Scotland 
had to offer and reworked it for modern audiences and just as appreciation 
of Burns has evolved and grown over the years, we hope to take the best of 
Burns’s legacy in Alloway and present it in the most exciting and accessible 
way for new audiences. At the same time, we are conscious of our duties to 
those generations who have gone before us, as much as for those to come. 
When the new museum opens its doors in September 2010, we hope that we 
will do justice to Alexander Boswell’s dream of providing the world with a 
monument fit for the memory of Robert Burns.

————————————

A ROSE FOR 
MADGE AND 

DAVIE

Irvine Lasses President 
Anne Kennedy (Centre) 
with Mrs. Helen Tripp 
and Mrs. Pauline Glen 
daughters of Madge and 
Davie Smith pictured in 
the Dean Castle Rose 
Garden after planting a 
Rose in memory of Madge 
beside the one planted nine 
months earlier in memory 
of David.
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BARDS 4, CRITICS NIL
by Raymond J. S. Grant

 

I applaud Ian MacMillan’s article in the Burns Chronicle (Autumn 2009, 
page 22) arguing in favour of close and critical reading of Burns’s poems 
and, in particular, of the word ‘coward’ in stanza 1 of Is There For Honest 

Poverty:

The coward slave, we pass him by— 
We dare be poor for a’ that!

Orthography is one of the least fixed elements of English even today, and 
while Burns was writing, the first major dictionary, Samuel Johnson’s A 
Dictionary Of The English Language, had been in circulation since only 1755. 
The massive 4-volume work was the first comprehensive treatment of the 
English lexicon and was not supplanted until the completion of the Oxford 
English Dictionary in 1928, but it was hideously expensive at £ 4. 10s. (well 
over £ 700 today) and by 1784, after 30 years, only around 6,000 copies were in 
circulation. Any guidance as to spelling in Burns’s time would come from the 
work of the orthoepists (such as Sir Thomas Elyot, Richard Mulcaster, John 
Florio, Nathan Bailey, and Robert Cowdrey) and from the example of printed 
texts, especially the King James Bible.

Nowadays we have orthographic guidance for 18th-century Scotland from 
not only Johnson’s Dictionary and the Oxford English Dictionary [OED] but 
also the Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue (1931-2002, 12 vols.) and 
the Scottish National Dictionary (1931-1976, 10 vols.). A Supplement in 2005 
brought the story of the Scots tongue up to date, and the Scottish dictionaries 
have been combined electronically to produce the Dictionary of the Scots 
Language [DOSL] at the University of Dundee (2001-2004).

I see no problem with ‘coward’ as an 18th-century spelling of ‘cowered’ or 
‘cower’d,’ but unfortunately there is no support to be found in the OED or 
DOSL. ‘Coward’ could be spelled as follows: ‘Cowart, “Coward,” n. Also: couard, 
cowhaird; couert. [ME. cowart (rare), “coward,” early cuard, OF. cowairt, 
couart, -ard, early coart, cuard. Cf. also e.m.E. cowhe(a)rd.] The meanings for 
noun, adjective and verb are as today. The OED actually quotes the Is There 
For Honest Poverty stanza as ‘coward-slave’ as an example of the meaning 
“coward.”

‘Cower’ could be spelled as follows: Cover, Cower, v.1 Also: covr-, covir(e, 
-yre, cowir, covar, covur. [ME. cover(e, covir(e, etc., OF. covrir]. ‘ intr. To stand 
or squat in a bent position; to bend with the knees and back; to crouch, esp. 
for shelter, from danger, or in timidity.’ [OED] Meanings are confused with 
‘to cover,’ and one rare usage means “Provided, furnished with a husband. 
After AF. (Hence in e.m.E. and later legal use) feme covert...’It was allegit be 
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the procuratouris of the said Duncane that he aucht nocht til ansuere to the 
sade Marione because scho was coveryt with ane husband; 1497 Acta Conc. II. 
56.’ [DOSL].” The OED offers a rare meaning, “to lower, bend down,” and the 
example given is Tam O’ Shanter, l. 179, ‘ But here my muse her wing maun 
cour; Sic flights are far beyond her pow’r.’ Preterites and past participles were 
spelled ‘coueryt, coweryd, couerit, cowerit, coverrit, coverit, couurit, couiret, 
covryt, cowirt, couured,’ but never ‘coward’ [DOSL].

Ian MacMillan’s emendation of ‘the coward slave’ to ‘the cower(e)d slave,’ 
while attractive, has no support from the history of Scots orthography, alas. 
I would agree that someone needs to look at Burns’s original to cast light 
on this discussion. Mr. MacMillan’s quotation from The Humble Petition of 
Bruar Water, stanza 7, is also attractive, but again philology suggests that 
‘And coward maukin sleep secure’ is not altogether free of ambiguity. The 
OED lists another intriguing meaning of ‘coward’: “Applied to animals: an old 
appellation of the hare.[1481 CAXTON Reynard (Arb.) 7 Cuwaert the hare.] 
1486 Bk. St. Albans Evb, Huntyng of Hare, The coward with the short tayle 
[transl. AF. la cowarde ou la court cowe].” Maybe ‘And the hare making a 
secure sleep?’ Until clearer evidence is forthcoming, we had better leave that 
‘coward slave’ alone.

Editors and Burns lovers alike must be wary of rewriting the Bard’s poems 
lest in the process they misrepresent his sentiments in an attempt to make him 
politically correct or to accord him a unified poetic voice. We must not impose 
our simplifying views on a complicated man from a complicated era, and we 
cannot assert that Burns would not describe a slave as cowardly because we 
don’t want to think that he would. Burns’s attitude to slavery is complicated 
and is a subject to be treated at length separately, but for now let us remember 
that early on he was pleased to contemplate emigration to Jamaica to be a 
slave-driver! In the lines from stanza 1 of Is There For Honest Poverty:

The coward slave, we pass him by— 
We dare be poor for a’ that!

one might ask why we pass by the coward slave instead of liberating him or 
relieving him in some fashion. What Burns says in Scots, Wha Hae is also 
provocative:

Wha will be a traitor knave?  
Wha will fill a coward’s grave?  
Wha sae base as be a slave? -  
Let him turn, and flee! 

The juxtaposition of ‘traitor,’ ‘coward,’ ‘base’ and ‘slave’ is obviously no 
accident.
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There remains a third possibility, namely, that our greatest poet is capable 
of making a pun. We are looking at the printed words, but what if we heard 
them read aloud? Then that ‘coward slave’ pronounced with a [t] instead of an 
English [d] would be patient of both meanings, “cowardly” and “cowering.”

Paronomasia or the pun is used by Shakespeare some 3,000 times in his 
plays, but yet he is frequently denied this rhetorical ability in perhaps the 
most famous crux in his oevre, Hamlet’s first soliloquy, in Act 1, sc. 2. The First 
Folio of 1623 reads, “Oh that this too too solid Flesh, would melt, Thaw, and 
resolue it selfe into a Dew,” and the First Quarto of 1603 reads, “O that this 
too much grieu’d and sallied flesh Would melt to nothing;” the Second Quarto 
of 1604-5 has it thus, “O that this too too sallied flesh would melt, Thaw 
and resolue it selfe into a dewe.” Bibliographers have spilt great amounts 
of ink trying to decide if Shakespeare meant “solid” or “sullied,” finding no 
resolution. In the early 17th century, both words would have been pronounced 
identically as [‘sullid], and surely Shakespeare was punning on “solid,” the 
flesh as opposed to the spirit, and “sullied,” the flesh stained with original sin. 
So can we not conclude that the two great Bards can make plays on words?

Agreeing with Ian MacMillan on the need to read Burns closely and not 
gloss over what is familiar, I should like to offer one or two other instances 
from the Bard’s works. One we have seen already in Tam O’Shanter: “But 
here my Muse her wing maun cour” means “But here my Muse must lower her 
wing(s)” and the web-site’s translation “But here my Musing her winging must 
stop” simply will not pass muster.

Another of these vexed cruces is found in Is There For Honest Poverty in 
these lines from stanza 4:

A prince can mak a belted knight,  
A marquis, duke, an’ a’ that!  
But an honest man’s aboon his might --  
Guid faith, he mauna fa’ that! 

I frequently find the fourth line here read or recited quickly as “Guid fáith, 
he máuna fá’ that!” with no-one quite knowing what “fa” means. In Indo-
European, the root which resulted in Latin pangere came into Proto-Germanic 
as *fanXanan and into Common Germanic as *fohan by the inX-anX-unX rule 
and rounding of a before a covered nasal. The result in Old English/Anglo-
Saxon south of the River Humber was fÇn with the intervocalic aspirate 
vocalised out and compensatory lengthening. The word fÇn meant “to seize, 
grab, lay claim to.” North of the Humber, in the Northumbrian dialect of 
Old English from which Scots arose, the word was f~. Hence we should read 
Burns’s line with the stress on the word “that:” “Guid fáith, he máuna fa’ thát!” 
meaning, “Good faith, he must not claim that!” Again, the website’s “Good 
faith, he must not fault that” will not do.
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 Old English and its Northumbrian dialect that gave rise to Scots had 
three numbers in the first and second personal pronouns, namely, singular, 
dual, and plural. The first person dual was wit, unc, uncer, unc and the 
second person dual was git, inc, incer, inc. The dual number meant “the two 
of us alone” and “the two of you alone,” and was very useful in poetry to 
indicate that for two people in love only they two existed, nothing else was or 
mattered, the two lovers against the universe and wrapped in their cloak of 
total identification with one another. Burns renders the first person dual most 
powerfully in Auld Lang Syne, stanzas 3 and 4 as We twa:

We twa hae run about the braes  
And pu’d the gowans fine;  
But we’ve wander’d mony a weary foot  
Sin auld lang syne.  
 
We twa hae paidl’d i’ the burn,  
Frae mornin’ sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar’d  
Sin auld lang syne. 

So that great hymn of universal brotherhood bellowed lustily by the teeming 
thousands in Times Square each New Year’s Eve started out as a quiet and 
simple expression of the love of a single couple for one another. This is not to 
deny in any way what Auld Lang Syne has come to mean to the many, but I 
hope it gives some food for thought. Ian MacMillan has the right idea—Robert 
Burns demands and deserves close and critical reading of his texts lest their 
meaning be weakened.

LEGLEN WOOD

CAIRN REPAIR FUND 2007
It has been estimated that the cost of repairing the damage caused by the 2007 January

storm will be in the region of

£10,000
In order to make the historic Wallace/Burns site safe to the public.

Donations to the Fund are urgently required and should be forwarded to
The Robert Burns World Federation

Dean Castle Country Park, Dower House, Kilmarnock. KA3 1XB. Ayrshire.
Tel: 01563 572469 E-mail: member@kilmarnock26.freeserve.co.uk

* NOTE The site and Cairn are the property of the Federation *
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WHEN ROBERT BURNS’
WRITING TABLE

WAS SOLD FOR FOUR AND 
SIXPENCE!

By Donald Paton  [Perth Burns Club]

An elderly friend in Vancouver, Canada recently gave me some interesting 
old newspaper cuttings, letters and receipts which relate to an important relic 
of our National Bard - his writing table.

One newspaper cutting is from the Dundee Evening Telegraph of December 
16, 1890 and quotes the following talk given by Alexander Lowson, President 
of the Forfar Burns Club at a club meeting that year:

“When I was a boy [Mr Lowson said] I was very often in the company of Mr 
John Leask, a Forfarian and now an old man of nearly four-score.  Mr Leask 
often told me the story of Burns’ writing table being once in Forfar, and so, 
when I thought of giving this address, I applied to him for particulars. I cannot 
do better than give the exact words my friend gave me in reply: -

About 40, or may I say 50 years ago, a young man named William Anderson 
left the Back Wynd [now Queen Street] Forfar and settled in Dumfries.  While 
working there, he became acquainted with a young woman named Mary 
Armour, a niece of Burns’ bonnie Jean.  She was a tall, strapping dame and 
always wore a shepherd tartan plaid across her shoulders which gave her a 
majestic appearance. Anderson woo’d and won her and brought her to Forfar 
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as his wife. They opened a draper’s shop in West High Street but a short time 
later decided to emigrate to Australia. 

When Jean Armour died, she left to her niece, Mary Armour, a number of 
bequests - one of them being the writing table upon which her husband, Robert 
Burns, used to write.  Before the Andersons left Forfar, they gave the table to 
a neighbour as it was too cumbersome to take on board ship and to another 
neighbour they gave a knife on the handle of which was the name ‘Robert 
Burns’. The neighbours who received the table then left Forfar and sent off their 
spare furniture for auction - amongst which was Burns’ writing table which 
had not the value in the eyes of those simple folks that it would have had in the 
hands of a collector.

The auction sale was at the twopenny door Stoney Wynd [now Green Street]. 
I [John Leask] sometimes was clerk to the auctioneer that was to sell the effects 
and was to act as the clerk at the said sale.  A good friend of mine, John 
Stewart, was an enthusiastic antiquarian and when I told him of the table he 
said “buy it for me, cost what it will”.  

When the table was put up for auction, I bid two shillings and sixpence and 
it was eventually knocked down to me at four shillings and sixpence.   When I 
said to the auctioneer that it was Robert Burns’ writing table that had been sold 
he replied “What? Why did you not tell me so? I would have given five pounds 
for it.”  I answered  him by saying that I would have offered twenty pounds for 
the table before I would have lost it. The outcome was that I never got another 
job from that auctioneer!

When John Stewart received the table his nephew was present who said 
that he could prove if it was genuinely Burns’ writing table. “I have the Ettrick 
Shepherd’s edition of Burns and in it he describes the table, the name of the 
wood, the shape, how many legs it had and where the drawer was placed”. He 
immediately went home for Hogg’s edition and found that the description was 
accurate in every detail.  The table was then cleaned and varnished by a local 
joiner, Thomas Milne, and put on display at Forfar’s celebration of Burns’ 
Centenary with four magistrates each holding a leg during the toast to the 
Immortal Memory.

The table remained in John Stewart’s possession until his death. When 
his widow had to vacate the house, the spare furniture, including the writing 
table, was sent for auction. I was at the auction, holding up the articles to the 
auctioneer and the table was purchased by John Davidson, a Forfar draper, for 
fourteen shillings. Soon afterwards, Davidson became insolvent  and moved to 
Dundee taking the table with him.”

Later correspondence dated January 1891, between John Davidson and 
the aforementioned Alexander Lowson shows that the table was borrowed 
by the Forfar Burns Club for their 1891 Annual Dinner and then returned to 
Davidson a few days after the event.

It appears that the writing table remained with the Davidson family in 
Dundee for several more years. A further newspaper article, this time from 
the Dundee Courier of January 20, 1905, shows a photograph of the table 
and reports that it was in the possession of Messrs Donald and Duncan, 
cabinetmakers, 41-43 Nethergate, Dundee who were displaying it in their 
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THE ARTIST
Charles Nasmyth is an author and artist who has worked for many years 

as a teacher of art at Stewart’s-Melville College. Until the late nineties, much 
of his work was based on Scottish and European landscape that can be found 
in collections on both sides of the Atlantic, but a growing interest in the 
extraordinary life and ‘poetry’ of Dundonian eccentric, William McGonagall, 
rekindled his interest in work with an illustrative or literary connection, 
that had preoccupied him as a student. (His degree show had been a series of 
illustrations based on George Orwell’s Animal Farm).

Initially, the artist’s interest in McGonagall focused on exploring the poet’s 
verse as a vehicle for creating images that are surreal, comical and, at times. 
rather dark. This led on to the idea of interspersing the illustrated verse with 
pictorial episodes based on the life and legend of dofferel’s greatest exponent. 
The resulting work was published in 2007 as a book, The Comic Legend of 
William McGonagall, by Waverley Books. It attracted the attention of a 
number of newspapers and broadcasters, including: Scotland on Sunday, The 
Independent, Sunday Post and the BBC’s radio and television networks.

More recently, for Year of the Homecoming, Nasmyth has set about the task 
of illustrating Robert Burns’s Tam o’ Shanter in ten paintings on Canvas. It is 
hoped that these will eventually be published in an illustrated version of the 
poem, alongside the artist’s humorous account of how he set about creating 
the images to complement this extraordinary poem. His most recent work, 
however, is a much more serious portrait of Burns himself, exploiting a rich 
vein of symbolism with the title Robert Burns and the Enigma of Immortality.

Charles Nasmyth’s next major project is to create a book that retraces the 
route of Boswell and Johnson on their remarkable journey to the Hebrides, 
using his own imagery and words.

window prior to it being sold. It was suggested in the article that the table 
might even be sent to London for auction although Messrs Donald & Duncan 
had already received several offers for it.  

The last information I have regarding the writing table is a receipt from 
Messrs Donald & Duncan dated May 6, 1905 showing that they had received 
the sum of 6 pounds six shillings and sixpence, plus six shillings and sixpence 
for boxing and packaging, from a Mr Angus ‘Lozock?’ [the writing on the 
receipt is not too clear] of Manitoba, Canada for a “Burns Writing Table”.

The table is described in the Dundee Courier article as being a good 
specimen of the cottage furniture of Burns’ time. It is made of birch wood and 
on the top can be plainly distinguished the marks left by an old fashioned ink 
pot. The drawer is divided into six compartments of different sizes suitable for 
foolscap and other papers.

Could the writing table which once belonged to Robert Burns still be 
in Canada or did it perhaps return at some point to the U.K.?  It would be 
interesting if someone, somewhere, could shed some light on the current 
whereabouts of this important Burns relic.

————————————

continued from page 5
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Derby Scottish 
Association and 

Burns Club – 
Annual Report 

2008/2009
(Federation No.55)

Our membership at 1 March 2009 
stood at 171 (10 - Life, 161 - Full). 

Once again the Talks & 
Entertainments Committee has 
succeeded in organising enjoyment 
for all during the year. The monthly 
Talks evenings continue to be well 
attended. The Spring outing was to 
The National Memorial Arboretum, 
a  fascinating and thought provoking 
experience; a visit is highly 
recommended for any visitor to the 
area. Our Summer event was a 
Barbeque in the delightful garden of 
our Senior VP Mrs. Margaret Fearn; 
the sun shone brightly, food a-plenty, a 
challenging putting competition, team 
competitions to identify committee 
members from very old photographs 
and a cryptic quiz all contributing to 
a most enjoyable social gathering. 

Our Quiz teams had a mixed 
year. Our annual Quiz encounter 
with  Derby Welsh Society was lost 
by a single point, on home ground 
too (making the score 12-7). For the 
eighth year in a row however, despite 
determined efforts to loosen our grip, 
we retained our hold on the EMASS 
Quiz Shield. 

The St.Andrew’s Celebration 
settled into its new–found format 
with a mixture of popular dancing, 
entertainment and good food in a 
relaxed atmosphere. Attendance is 

lower than at our more formal events 
but thoroughly enjoyed by all, the 
word will surely  get around!

The President’s Reception, 
attended by honoured guests from 
four neighbouring Associations, 
was again a wonderful evening. In 
accordance with tradition, Julia 
Varney had created a new dance to 
honour our President and the Dance 
Demonstration Team performed 
‘Stalker the Walker’ with style and 
precision. In our other tradition, the 
President’s  early Army career and 
his love of hillwalking were  reflected, 
somewhat inaccurately, in a  version 
of ‘Dad’s Army’.  Piping by our resident 
piper Paul Rodger  and dancing to the 
music of ‘Windmill Folk’ completed 
the evening entertainment.

Celebration of the 250th 
Anniversary of the birth of the Bard 
made our Burns Anniversary Dinner 
this year somewhat special, reflected in 
the ‘sell-out’ attendance. Apart fom the 
invited contribution from the Deputy 
Mayor of Derby, the programme was 
entirely ‘home-grown’. Three of our 
newest members, Mr. Alister Watt, 
Mr. Peter Branson and Mrs. Hazel 
Peake made distinguished debuts 
with the ‘Address to the Haggis’, 
toast  ‘The Land we live in’ and reply 
to ‘The Lassies’ respectively.  The 
Immortal Memory was  proposed by 
the Hon. Secretary and Mr. John 
Brebner toasted ‘The Lassies’. Duets 
by Messrs Ron Scullion and Chris 
Bradbrook and recitations by Mrs. 
Ruth Aitken reminded us of some of 
the most notable works of the Bard.

The Autumn Dance was led by the 
Coel na h-Alba Band on their second 
visit; Ian Slater once again ensured a 
lively Tartan Dance. The Dance Class 
continues to attract an enthusiastic 
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IMPORTANT
CHANGES TO THE

200
CLUB

THE SHARES HAVE 
BEEN

INCREASED
to £15 per annum

Would Shareholders who Pay by 
Standing Order/Direct Debit please 
notify their Bank regarding the 
increased cost per share.

*
PLEASE CONTACT SAM JUDGE ON

01563 572469 or
E-mail:

admin@rbwf.org.uk

GREAT PRIZES OF
12 monthly payouts of £50
12 monthly payouts of £25
4 quarterly payouts of £150

The 200 club contributes greatly to our 
fundraising within the Federation and 
I would urge everyone to participate. 
Thank you for your continued support.

attendance but maintaining numbers 
in the Childrens’ class has become 
an on-going challenge. The Dance 
Demonstration Team continues to be 
in demand and again  formed the 
mainstay of  occasional  entertainment 
for elderly people in  local venues. 

The Bridge Club had another 
successful year with player numbers 
being maintained. All of the six 
scheduled Sunday walks were enjoyed 
by participants, thanks to organisers 
who continue to find new routes 
through our remarkably interesting 
area.

Six Newsletters were published 
and circulated,  keeping Members 
fully aware of all activities during 
the year. Introduction of circulation 
by e-mail is proving popular, over a 
quarter of the distribution already in 
this format contributing worthwhile 
savings in printing and postage 
costs.

A. A. (Sandy)Aitken,
Hon. Secretary

————————

FOR SALE DVD’s
Four Federated Clubs – Airts, 

Thorntree Mystics, Tranent 25 and 
Seton Burns Club took part in a 
Supper to Commemorate the 250th 
Anniversary of the Birth of Robert 
Burns.

The event was recorded on two 
DVD’s and copies are now available 
from: Gordon Jamieson, Secretary 
The Seton Burns Club No. 1067 42 
South Seton Park, Port Seton, East 
Lothian. EH32 0BG. Cost per set to 
two £8 United Kingdom £10 United 
States. Telephone: 01875 811561.



22

ROBERT 
BURNS CLUB 
OF TORONTO 

BURNS SUPPER 
2009

Friday 23rd January, 2009, 
witnessed 360 souls (the usual 
capacity crowd), assembling for the 
250th anniversary celebration of the 
birth of Robert Burns at the Granite 
Club in Toronto; and there could be no 
more fitting a venue than the Granite 
Club which was conceived at a Burns 
Supper at the Rising Sun Hotel in 1876 
in downtown Toronto and conscious 
as we were of “The Homecoming”, it 
was just a thought at the back of our 
minds at the Granite Club became 
our Little Scotland for the evening. 
Incidentally, the ancestors of the 
General Manager, Peter Fyvie come 
from the beach near Fraserburgh, and 
when I lived in the Kingdom of Fife in 
the 70s, I lived in the next village to 
Ian Rodger, the chef responsible for 
the haggis, amongst other treats.

The staff at the  Granite Club 
did an outstanding job with only the 
Granite affecting the haggis party. 
Bowmore Distilleries had Hitch 
graciously supplied all guest with a 
nip of their Heather Cream Liqueur to 
wash down the haggis  but the same 
liqueur had been served to the haggis 
party. Lachlan Hamilton delivered 
his tounge-in-cheek address with 
great aplomb but the look on his faced 
when he lifted his glass and saw the 
liqueur was something to behold.

For the “Immortal Memory” we 
followed the same concept as the 

previous year with background 
music by our fiddler, Stefanie and 
interspersed with Burns’ songs by our 
two superb member vocalists, David 
and Kathy Campbell who also sang 
later for our entertainment. New 
blood was sought for the Toast to the 
Lasses and we were not disappointed 
with Andrew Henison and Jodi 
Campbell, two Scottish students from 
the University of Guelph. They were 
outstanding, they brought the house 
down, by far the best we’ve ever had.

To round off the evening, we had 
an hours dancing to the pipes and 
drums of the 48th Highlanders under 
the direction of Pipe Major Ian Lang; 
and on the sound of midnight (no one 
had gone home early) we formed inner 
and outer circles for a lusty rendering 
of Auld Lang Syne – a wonderful 
ending to a wonderful evening.

Gordon Hepburn

————————

ROBERT BURNS
Cronies, 

Colleagues and 
Contemporaries

by James L. Hempstead
Never before in the annals of 
Burns Literature has such a 
detailed study been made. Of 

particular value to Students and 
Researchers.

£24.50 from: Masonic
Publishing Co., 30 Loanhead

Quadrant, Glasgow
ISBN 0-95 44268-5-1
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Jenny Richardson-1926-2009
Jenny Richardson, a well known and respected Burnsian 

sadly passed away, peacefully on 25th September 2009, in 
the Southern General Hospital, Glasgow and we offer our 
condolences to her son, Kenneth and her daughter, Fiona 
and their respective families.

Along with her late husband, Bill , Jenny joined The 
Trusty Fieres, Erskine Burns Club  in 1988. She took 
on the Secretary’s duties in 1990 until 1993 when she 
became President, which post she carried out until her 
death.

Jenny was very much involved with Renfrewshire and 
Inverclyde Association of Burns Clubs, particularly with 

the schools competitions which she enjoyed very much. She was honoured to 
accept the post of Honorary President for her dedication.

She was especially proud that she was the first recipient of this award.
Jenny attended The Robert Burns World Federation annual conferences 

regularly and she was so pleased to be able to attend the 250th  Celebrations 
in Edinburgh although she was not keeping in good health.

Jenny was a very good and knowledgeable speaker at Burns Suppers and 
had been known to step in to help at very short notice.

Jenny will be missed very much by her family and also by members of 
Erskine Burns Club and by friends in both Renfrewshire and Inverclyde 
Association of Burns Clubs and The Robert Burns World Federation.

“ Then let us pray that come it may
As come it will for a’ that,

That sense and worth, o’er a’ the earth,
May bear the gree, and a’ that,

For a’ that, and a’ that,
It’s coming yet for a’ that,

That man to man, the world o’er,
Shall brothers be for a’ that.”

OBITUARIES
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CHARLES 
KENNEDY – 

1926-2009

Charles Farren Kennedy was born 
in Green Street Maternity Hospital, 
Kilmarnock on Thursday 1st April 
1926 – the birth year of Marilyn 
Monroe, David Attenborough, Jerry 
Lewis, Tony Bennett, Eric Morecombe, 
Alfredo Di Stefano and the year of the 
General Strike

Born into a family that worked 
in a farming environment, Charlie 
had a difficult upbringing in a world 
far removed from the 21st Century 
Scotland in which we live today.

At a young age, he moved 
eastwards with his family in search 
of work and settled in Fife, attending 
Chapel Primary School, Kirkcaldy. 
The family then moved to Sandy 
Road near Bernard’s Smithy, where 
Charlie spent most of his youth. He 
attended primary and secondary 
school in Cowdenbeath. However, 
before school Charlie had his tasks 
on and around the farm to complete 
and there were more waiting for him 
when he returned.

Although a clever child with a 
high IQ, like 95% of the population, 
there was no opportunity in the late 
1930s to move into further education. 
Depositing money on the kitchen 
table, so that families could sustain 
themselves, was of a greater priority.

Charlie took the root of the 
majority of southern Fife youth 
and sought employment in the coal 
mining industry. During his mining 
career, he worked in several pits 
around the district – The Nellie, No 7 
Cowdenbeath, Kinglassie, Dundonald 
and Bowhill.

Around this time, Charlie moved 
to Cardenden – Dundonald to be 
more correct – and by one of these 
strange coincidences, his first lodging 
in Dundonald was 101 Dundonald 
Park with a Mrs Murdoch, whose 
husband was a founder member 
of Bowhill Peoples’ Burns Club. 
Unfortunately, before too long, Mrs 
Murdoch required the room and 
consequently Charlie had to move 
on. After a short stay at Dundonald 
Crescent, he moved to 7 Denfield 
Gardens to stay with James and 
Jeannie Watson. This arrangement 
was to cover a period of 20 years from 
1947 to 1967, when the lady passed 
away, but by this time, Charlie had 
become a part of the Watson family 
and remained so for the rest of his 
life. Her death necessitated a further 
move for Charlie and he became 
tenant of 101 Dundonald Park – the 
house he first lodged in when he came 
to Cardenden.

After his move to Dundonald, he 
became very involved in the local 
community and was an accomplished 
organiser. He was soon helping to 
run a local football team and became 
an original committee member of 
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Dundonald Pipe Band. One New 
Year’s Day, Charlie invited the 
complete Dundonald Pipe Band to 
perform in Mrs Watson’s front room. 
He was also a member of St Fothad’s 
1059 Masonic Lodge and was active 
in the Masonic movement, visiting 
many other lodges in the 1950s.

Charlie also had a great love for 
travel and meeting people as well as 
a passion initially for motor bikes and 
then cars. A few years after the end of 
the Second World War, he travelled 
Europe on his motor bike with 
Lochgelly man, William McMurray. 
This was a Europe that had been 
ravaged by six years of war and was 
in the process of rebuilding itself. 
He travelled as far south as North 
Africa, passing through France and 
Spain and staying at a small fishing 
village called Benidorm. Memories of 
this trip still took pride of place on 
Charlie’s living room wall - a framed 
photograph of him with his trusty 
bike beside the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
and a photograph of a troupe of four 
performing circus dwarves seated 
along the top of his bike in Rome. 
During this trip he also attended 
an open-air performance of Aida at 
Verona. At a time when the majority 
of Scots didn’t venture much further 
than England or Ireland, he certainly 
was a bit of a trailblazer.

Charlie was also very interested 
in Scottish history and culture and 
formed a Scottish Country Dancing 
Group. At its height, there were three 
separate levels of dancing classes 
being taught in Bowhill and Lochgelly 
- a children’s class, a teenagers’ class 
and an adult class. Charlie would 
return home from the day shift at the 
pit, have an hour’s sleep, then he was 
off to teach Country Dancing. Anyone 

who attended these classes will attest 
to the fact that Charlie’s expectations 
of dancing perfection were very high 
and anyone not committed or not 
performing would soon feel his wrath. 
The different age groups were to 
perform all over central Scotland 
as well as compete successfully in 
competition. Through his dance 
group, Charlie became a firm friend 
of the late Sir Jimmy Shand and his 
wife Anne.

During this period, Charlie 
attended the Scottish Country Dance 
Summer School at St Andrews and 
in 1953 he met Scots ex-pat Jack 
McKelvie from New Hampshire USA. 
Jack and Charlie struck up a great 
friendship and Jack persuaded Charlie 
to cross the Atlantic to teach Scottish 
Country Dancing in New Hampshire. 
He stayed in the States for three 
months and such was his success, he 
was offered a job in Manchester New 
Hampshire, which dovetailed with his 
dance class tuition. Charlie travelled 
extensively in North Eastern United 
States during this period and saw 
a country that was very affluent in 
comparison to Great Britain, which 
was still suffering post war austerity. 
Eventually, Charlie decided to return 
to Scotland and he would often 
wonder if he had made the correct 
decision in the years that followed. 
Jack McKelvie and Charlie stayed 
close friends and Jack brought young 
American Scottish Country Dancers 
to Cardenden in the early 1960s.

In 1958, under the auspices of 
the Miners’ Union, Charlie organised 
a tour of Russia for a group of his 
dancers. The group started off in 
Moscow and wound their way south 
through the Ukraine to Georgia and 
the Black Sea. The hospitality received 
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by the group was tremendous and it 
was a fantastic experience for all 
concerned. It has to be remembered 
that this was at the height of the Cold 
War.

Although Charlie had been in the 
pits for over 15 years, he always 
had a desire to leave and fulfil his 
academic potential. In 1962, he 
attended Newbattle College, near 
Dalkeith, but things did not work out 
for him on that occasion. He returned 
to work in the pits and the railway, 
but, not to be beaten, he returned to 
his studies and graduated in the early 
1970s going on to teach at Lochgelly 
Primary School for 15 years.

In 1962, he organised the first of 
many tours of Czechoslovakia and 
exchanges between the two countries 
took place throughout the 1960s and 
early 1970s. In 1965, the Scottish 
group contained country dancers, a 
country dance band, pipers, a brass 
quartet, folk singers, a beat group and 
also local families, who had helped 
supply hospitality to the Czechs the 
previous year. Performances took 
place in Prague, Ostrava and various 
folk festivals throughout the country. 
Charlie continued his friendship 
with many Czechs throughout the 
remainder of his life, visiting them 
personally on many occasions.

During the early 1970s, he became 
a member of Lochgelly Musical Society 
and took part in the musicals ‘New 
Moon’, ‘Showboat’ and ‘The Desert 
Song’. He was also for some time, a 
member of the chorus of Fife Opera.

Another of Charlie’s great loves 
was the works of Scotland’s national 
bard Robert Burns. He was a founder 
member of Bowhill People’s Burns 
Club, which was formed shortly after 
the Second World War by a group of 

Cardenden mineworkers. He served 
the club as secretary for over 20 
years and along with the late Norman 
Watters, was instrumental in the 
club joining the World Federation of 
Burns Clubs.

Charlie took it upon himself to 
promote the works of Robert Burns 
through his school work and the 
education of future Burnsians became 
a major passion of his later years. 
He produced and had printed an 
educational learning pack for use 
in schools; organised Young Peoples’ 
Burns Suppers and became president 
of the Fife Federation of Burns 
Clubs.

Despite ill health over the past few 
years, he continued to help wherever 
he could and provided tuition and 
guidance only last February for the 
Young Peoples’ Burns Supper at 
Balgonie Primary School.

Charlie also developed a real 
affinity with Professor Toshio Namba, 
the Japanese Burns authority, 
who was his personal guest on two 
occasions and he was still in contact 
with Toshio’s wife Shizuko, who is 
89. During his final illness, Charlie 
was visited in hospital by one of 
Professor Namba’s pupils, who had 
herself visited him in Cardenden, 
twice previously. He was also a 
committee member of the Japan-
Scotland Society.

In 1992, Charlie was ‘chuffed as 
Punch’, when he attained the honour 
of being appointed President of the 
World Federation of Burns Clubs and 
a huge celebration, in his honour, 
was held in September of that year at 
Bowhill Miners’ Institute.

Despite all these commitments, 
Charlie’s overseas visits continued, 
and in his promotion of Robert Burns, 
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he visited New Zealand, Norway 
and Japan and was responsible for 
bringing Norwegian dancers and 
folk musicians to Fife as recently as 
1998.

His home welcomed guests from 
Germany, Norway, Slovakia, Greece, 
America, Japan and the Czech 
Republic and he took responsibility 
for finding local host families for all 
members of these visiting groups.

From humble beginnings, 
Charlie through his own hard work, 
determination and enthusiasm for all 
his interests certainly made himself 
‘a man of the world’. He will be sadly 
missed by all his friends.

John Blamey
Obituaries continued on page 29

————————

BOOK REVIEW
continued on page 40

MAYVILLE 
HOUSE

STEVENSTON AYRSHIRE
Birthplace of Bonie Lesley

Immortalised by
Robert Burns

An A4 book lavishly 
illustrated in colour

By
ISABEL GARRETT

with photographs by Tom Hill
PRICE £3.50

(Plus post packing)
All proceeds from the sale will 

go to North Ayrshire
Cancer Care

Obtainable from: Isabel Garrett, 26 West 
Doura Avenue, Saltcoats, Ayrshire. KA21 
5NS. Tel: 01294 462475. Email: Isabel_G@
tiscali.co.uk

Mayville House, a B-listed building, in 
the Old High Road, Stevenston, was the 
birthplace of Bonie Lesley, Lesley Baillie, 
immortalised by Robert Burns.

It was in this house on 6th March 1768 
that Lesley was born. The poet wrote two 
songs for her, ‘O Saw Ye Bonie Lesley’ 
being the more familiar. She is mentioned 
in four letters by Burns. The first was to 
his patron and friend, Mrs. Frances Anna 
Dunlop of Dunlop. He sent it from Annan, 
Waterfoot on 22nd August 1792 telling 
her how he met Lesley.

As we go to Press we regret 
to Record the passing of 
HUTCHISON SNEDDON

of Wishaw a Past President 
of the Federation. A full 

appreciation will be 
printed in the next issue of 

the Burns Chronicle.



28

Robert Burns Association of North America

AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG

And ConferenCe
with

A MexiCo Cruise VACAtion
—————

RBANA will hold its 2010 AGM during a 5 night
Mexican Cruise Vacation.

Departing Wednesday May 3rd, 2010 at 5 p.m.
To Ensenada, Cabo San Lucas and back to San Diego
arriving at dock 7.00 a.m. on Monday 8th May, 2010.

Hosts for this meeting are the San Diego Burns Club who have arranged 
some wonderful cabins aboard the Royal Caribbean Ship

“The Radiance of the Seas”.

Prices range from $566 to $1107 double occupancy.
You are urged to arrange this vacation early to secure your choice

of cabin. And it’s not too early to arrange for your flight or ride
to San Diego.

For further information and reservations contact:
E-mail: peter.metzner@ourvacationcenter.com

Our Group Booking Number is 797441

Peter Metzner, Our Vacation Center/USAA,
10030 N 5th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ, 85120.

Phone 1-800-531-7245 Ext. 2199 or Fax 602-896-4720

BURNS 
CHRONICLES FOR 

SALE
1974-1994 (2 missing, 1978, 1982)
All hardback in mint condition, sold 
as one lot. Contact: J. L. Hempstead, 
10 Chapelton Gardens, Dumbarton. 
G82 3AL.. Tel: 01389 76335

WANTED
1992-3-4, 1974, 1968, 1951, 1954, 1956 
and earlier issues. Contact: Gordon 
Jamieson, 42 South Seton Park, Port 
Seton, East Lothian. EH32 0BG. Tel: 
01875 811561.

————
Issues 1902-1925, 1992 to Winter 
edition 2005 (Except 1996, 1997 and 
1999). Contact: Tony Grace, 730 
Royal Avenue, S.W. Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. T25 3A9. tony.sheilaw@
shaw.ca
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Obituaries continued from page 27 

DR. ARTHUR 
LEWIS DOWN 

1916 – 2009

27th Past Chieftain (1979-80) 
Arthur Down, born in London, England 
March 25, 1916 died peacefully at his 
home in Houston November 15, 2009.  
He is survived by his loving wife Joan, 
children Martin and Bridget and 
their families.  Arthur spent many 
years in the chemical industry in the 
West Indies, latterly with Texaco, 
and after a spell at head office in New 
York City came to Houston, the last 
stop in his long and successful career 
with Texaco, in the mid-1970s.  Ever 
since then he and Joan were stalwart 
members of Heather & Thistle and 
served the Society in an exemplary 
manner.  Arthur for many years 
represented the Society at the annual 
World Burns Federation Conference, 
and recruited guest speakers from 
Scotland for our Annual Burns Supper; 

he and Joan graciously hosted many 
of the speakers in their own home.  
The Downs presented the Society 
with the beautiful silver badge of 
office that the Chieftain now wears.  
Arthur co-founded the Society’s 
Burns Club and has organized the 
Club’s own Burns Supper for all of 
the twenty-one consecutive years it 
has been held, as well as taking an 
enthusiastic role in the Club’s annual 
Burns performance.  Arthur brought 
a phenomenal memory and attention 
to detail to everything he tackled, 
which guaranteed great success.  We 
in Heather & Thistle will miss Arthur 
Down greatly.  We offer sincere 
condolences to Joan and her family.  
In lieu of flowers the Downs have 
been kind enough to suggest Heather 
& Thistle as a suitable charity for 
donations.

————————————

HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED
TO THE SPECIAL

“HOMECOMING 
2009”

LIMITED EDITION OF THE

BURNS CHRONICLE
(Over 700 pages many in colour)

£20 PLUS POSTAGE
Books may be uplifted at various

Locations to avoid postage.
—————

The 1996 edition was sold out.
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THE ROBERT BURNS
WORLD FEDERATION LTD

Minute of the Meeting of the Executive Committee held in Burns Monument 
Centre, Kay Park, Kilmarnock, on Saturday, 
21 November, 2009.

F172 SEDERUNT   M Duguid, President; D Baird, Senior Vice President; 
J Shields, Junior Vice President; Sam Judge, Chief 
Executive; M Morrall, A Gaw, M Skilling, H Morrison, 
A Fawbert, B Clayton, M Stokes, H Waddell, I 
Hanley, M Anderson, L Richardson, M Conaghan, 
M Ross, F Marshall, E Anderson, J Abdulrahim, I 
Henry, Hazel Morrison, K Blair, E Caine, D Smith, 
A Middleton, D Hamilton, J Paterson, R Connal, J 
Haining, J McGinty, J Skilling, D Miller, M Morrison, 
W Duncan, R Stewart, A Kidd A Mackenzie, G 
Anderson, A Anderson, W Watson, E Budgell, C H 
McQueen, R Balfour, D Ross, and Observers R Tait.

F173 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 J Brown, M Crawley, M Hume, R Edgar, E Haining, M Hyslop, E 

Stubbs, E Brockwell, H Anderson Wright, Rev E Pennington, M A 
Murdoch, H Hutchison, J O’Lone, M Irvin, B Jackson, W Ogilvie, 
D Scott, J Strachan, A Gowans, J Caskie, K Thompson, W Dawson, 
G Johnston,  M Henderson, R Dalziel, A McArthur, W Gibson, R 
Shepherd, B Keenan, P Westwood, E Murray.  

 H Monahan only attended the Heritage Committee meeting in the 
morning.

F174 OBITUARIES
 Helen Biggar - Formerly Associated with Kilmarnock Cronies, 

Burns Howff Club Kilmarnock, Kilmarnock No 
0 Burns Club, Mother of Past President Enez 
Anderson 

 Jenny Richardson - President Erskine Trusty Fieres Burns Club, 
Hon President Renfrewshire & Inverclyde 
Association of Burns Clubs

 Hutchison Sneddon - Past President Burns Federation 
              Charles Kennedy  - Past President Burns Federation
 Dr Arthur L Down - Member of Heather & Thistle Society, Houston, 

Texas
 Robert Gordon - Individual Member, Crewe

The Executive observed one minute’s silence in their memory.
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F175 PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – Mike Duguid
 The President welcomed the members to the meeting and extended a 

welcome to Mr & Mrs W A Coom.  Mrs Coom is the great-great-great 
granddaughter of Anna Park.

F176 MINUTE
 The Minute of the meeting held at Crichton Campus, Bankend Road, 

Dumfries, on 20 June, was moved for adoption by J Shields and sec-
onded by D Baird.

F177 MATTERS ARISING
 None

F178 FINANCES – Sam Judge
 Sam has asked for a fixed price quotation for producing the special 

homecoming edition of the Burns Chronicle due out in the early part 
of 2010.  

 He is also looking at the cost of Conferences as a loss was incurred 
this year and we must not let this continue.

 There will be costs for a December issue of the Burns Chronicle; school 
schedules – printing and mailing; and a further cost of £1500.00 due 
on the installation of new systems on our computers in the office.

 Our Schools’ sponsor, has indicated that the sponsorship money 
will be paid to us in January 2010, and we will receive a further 
£45,000.00 from Scottish Executive in April 2010.

 An expenses form is now available and must be completed by anyone 
claiming recompense on expenses.

 A meeting took place with Jim Caldwell our Accountant from Smith 
& Wallace & Co, and he indicated that he is in agreement with the 
current format in which the accounts are prepared and the system we 
are using to make our entries on the computer.

 
F179 PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mike Duguid
 Taking over as President this year felt extra special because it hap-

pened as part of the superb Homecoming Conference in Edinburgh.  
A night to remember at the Government-funded reception held in 
the National Gallery was followed by a well-attended AGM, excellent 
seminars organised by Professor David Purdie, and a superb dinner 
in the Thistle Suite at Murrayfield Stadium.  A beautifully crafted 
church service at the Canongate Kirk included the presentation of 
one of the three Burns’ busts which had been very generously donat-
ed to the Federation by the sculptor, David Cornell, of Stone Icons.  
The re-dedication of the Burn’s Monument on Carlton Hill will long 
be remembered by those in attendance, especially for the rousing ren-
dition of ‘A Man’s a Man’ captured for a BBC Radio Four programme 
looking back at the Year of Homecoming, which is due to be broadcast 
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during the last week of November.  I am extremely grateful for all 
the cards and gifts I have received marking my inauguration as your 
President. 

 I have undertaken the following commitments on behalf of the 
Federation:

 15 Sep 09 Tam O’Shanter recitation competition-judge Globe Inn, Dumfries
 20 Sep 09 Hosting Joanna Lumley at Ploughing Match Ellisland Farm  
 27 Sep 09 Ceilidh with St Petersburg and Scottish youngsters Globe Inn, Dumfries
 29 Sep 09 Concert by St Petersburg students Giffnock
 30 Sep 09 Host Japanese Journalist writing on Auld Lang Syne Dumfries  
 5 Oct 09 Attend Japanese art preview Edinburgh
 9 Oct 09 Farewell celebration dinner for Shirley’s retirement Easterbrook Hall
 16 Oct 09 ‘The Whistle’ recitation competition presentation Friars Carse
 24 Oct 09 Rotary Conference - Summer School funding York
 5 Nov 09  Russian essay winner meeting with First Minister  Edinburgh
 13 Nov 09 Launch of ‘Father of the Bard’ project Stonehaven 
 14 Nov 09 Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs meeting Motherwell
 20 Nov 09 Howff Burns Club Homecoming Concert Dumfries

 Details of all these can be found on the Federation website by 
Googling ‘worldburnsclub.’

 I am delighted to report the appointment of a new Chief Executive 
in Sam Judge, a resident of Kilmarnock, who brings a wealth of 
financial management experience which will help build on the sound 
financial foundation established by his predecessor Shirley Bell who 
has retired after 12 years dedicated service to the Federation.  

 I see the following four main objectives as being the most important 
during my tenure as President and beyond:

 1. Building on the current sound financial status and channelling the 
funds to promote the activities and objectives of the Federation.

 2. Capitalising on the goodwill generated by the Federation dur-
ing the Year of Homecoming and ensuring the  legacy contin-
ues through the staging of Burns-related events next year and 
beyond.

 3. Engaging youngsters in the study of Burns’ life and works through 
use of modern technology and encouraging greater involvement by 
them within the Federation. 

 4. Having a greater focus on membership, both in the retention of 
existing clubs, corporate members and individual members and, 
perhaps more importantly, encouraging new members in all three 
categories. 
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F180 CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT – Sam Judge
 Invitations
 26 November Kilmarnock Burns Club No 0 for a Scottish Night at 

Broomhill Hotel, Kilmarnock at 7.30
 29 November Official Opening by first minister of Alloway Cottage 

and lunch at 12.15
 4 December Westsound Cash for Kids lunch for a networking 

opportunity at 11.15
 6 December  Festival of St Andrew at St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh 

at 11.30
 8 December Burns Cottage, Candlelight Dinner 7pm-9pm invited 

by Margaret Morrall
 21 December Young Burnsian Photographic Competition.  Met 

Andy Hall at Alloway
 16 January WestSound Burns Supper at Thistle Hotel, Glasgow
 22 January Rangers FC Burns Supper with William Horne to 

support a Federation member who is speaking at the 
event

 23 January Anniversary Dinner, Kilmarnock No 0 Burns Club in 
Kilmarnock

 
Meetings
 15 September  Nat Edwards, National Trust for Scotland, at 

Kilmarnock.  Advised about the work being done at 
Alloway Cottage site.

   Tam o’Shanter competition in Globe Inn, 
Dumfries.

 21September Business networking function in City Inn, Glasgow to 
explore possibilities for working together and attract-
ing sponsors.

 20 October Dave Scott at Gladedale offices in East Kilbride, con-
firmed support for Schools festivals for foreseeable 
future.

 28 October WestSound Radio - interviewed as to my thoughts 
for the future of the Federation.  They signed up as 
Corporate member.

  Kelvin Gallery at Glasgow University in the evening 
to enjoy Zig Zag, The Paths of Robert Burns.

 29 October Presentation at City Inn for prospective Corporate 
members and opportunities to work with businesses 
to promote Federation.  Signed up Esporta Health 
Club as Corporate members with City Inn to follow.  
Spoke to a company building schools in Ayrshire, pos-
sible schools sponsor in future.

 30 October Visited Shotts Prison for cultural event to promote 
works of Robert Burns. Some of prisoners had good 
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knowledge of and interest in Burns. They donated 
posters and a painting to the Federation.

 10 November  Solway Offset, printers in Dumfries to discuss ongo-
ing requirements and also the costs of production of 
the Big Issue.

 11 November Altens Hotel in Aberdeen with Joe to look at venue for 
2010 conference.  Met with Helena Anderson Wright 
to discuss possible ideas for conference weekend.

 19 November Reception hosted by Fairbridge Inner City Youth, 
which was also attended by first minister in Glasgow.  
Looking for youth section on the website and for spon-
sorship to enable this.

 AOB
 Hopefully getting there with computer upgrade and email addresses 

being set up.

 Busy time in office with mail outs for National Trust being sent 
to our membership and school schedules for 2010 being sent to all 
Education Authorities in Scotland.

 Margaret been a great help to me in the office and I have been able 
to draw on her vast experience.

F181 CONFERENCE REPORT – Joe McGinty
 Joe informed the Executive that Conference 2010 would take place 

in the Thistle Altens Hotel, on 10-12 September.  Joe and Sam have 
visited the hotel to check out the facilities available and they will 
redesign the application form.  The overall cost is still to be calcu-
lated.  The payments for Conference will be sent to Headquarters.

F182 LITERATURE REPORT – Margaret Anderson
 There were only 4 people present at the Literature Committee, but 

there were several apologies and therefore it is hoped that there will 
be a larger committee next time.  The committee will look at some old 
Burns Chronicles for advice and ideas and bring some of these to the 
next meeting.

F183 EDITOR’S REPORT – Peter Westwood
 I am pleased to report that the Special “HOMECOMING” edition of 

the BURNS CHRONICLE has progressed to the extent that I have 
now produced in the region of 600 A5 pages mostly in colour with 
more to follow. This casebound book with dust jacket will be the 
largest publication ever produced by the Burns Federation. However 
I appeal to those Clubs and members who have so far NOT contrib-
uted please do so as soon as possible, note my new E-Mail address 
peter.cairnsmore1@btinternet.com or phone if you intend to contrib-
ute, very soon I will need to call a halt as I am being pressed by our 
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printers in order that they can proceed. To those who have submitted 
material and photographs I take this opportunity of thanking them 
including the people who forwarded over 160 E-Mails in ten days!

 I take this opportunity of handing over a cheque for £1050 towards 
the cost of the production. The £1000 was from the Trustees of Burns 
Monument and the £50 from Alloway Burns Club I received for a talk 
I gave and remember the similar production in 1996 was sold out by 
subscription.

 Including in the book will be a 48 page section on the History of 
Burns Cottage from 1750 to 2008. Over 12 Academics from around 
the world have contributed articles, also Dr John Cairney and the 
leading Scottish Photographer, Andy Hall. The Foreword is by the 
Poet’s Great, Great, Great Grandson with a possible Introduction by 
the First Minister.

 The entire book is heavily illustrated mostly in colour with individual 
members and friends, are you one of them?.  My apologies for absence 
but really I have still many more pages to process and hope to get 
through most of the work this week-end.                                                                             

F184 ARCHIVIST’S REPORT – John Haining
 John is still completing the inventory and hopes to do this soon.  On 

Wednesday, 19 November, 2009, at Dean Castle, John met with Miss 
Alex Dove from Lyon & Turnbull, Valuers, where the remit was to 
examine and value all the artefacts in our collection; this would 
include the Chinese Paintings, the collection of Burns Chronicles and 
other documents.  She has completed the valuation and will send a 
draft report within a few weeks and the result will be reported to the 
Board.

 Bill Stafford, East Ayrshire Council, has not been contacted regard-
ing the public display of some of our artefacts and this was because 
it had been agreed to put them on public display but this would have 
hampered the valuation process with Alex Dove having to travel all 
over the place to examine them.  John will contact Bill Stafford in the 
near future and meet up with him to discuss venues, security etc.

 You will recall, and some of you may have visited, Mid Steeple, 
Dumfries, during the month of August 2009, to view many of our 
artefacts which were on public display there.  This was a great suc-
cess and John is drawn to the conclusion that a suitable venue for 
public display is the best way to make use of our artefacts.

 
F185 DISCUSSION/COMMENT ON ARCHIVIST’S REPORT
 Margaret Morrall, enquired as to what had been done with the old 

Chronicles which were at Headquarters and was advised that these 
had been taken away by Murdo Morrison who had given them to 
a contact he knew who may be able to sell these on and thus give 
some recompense to the Federation.  Murdo stated that he hoped to 
achieve £10.00 per box of old Chronicles.
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F186 WEBSITE – Kevin Thompson (absent from the meeting)
 The President enquired as to how many people had visited our web-

site and looked at the President’s Blog and he then advised how to 
obtain access to the site.

F187 MARKETING REPORT – Jim Shields
 Jim advised that since the conference, things had been very quiet, 

but stated that instead of us being re-active to suggestions coming 
our way , we should be pro-active and come up with our own ideas as 
to how we can increase the image and profile of RBWF.

 We discussed membership numbers and how these could be increased, 
especially with a view to bringing in younger members and it was felt 
that looking to the future,  perhaps initially,  a sub-committee could 
be formed. However the feeling was that  the RBWF should in fact 
have a convenor  and committee to keep this to the forefront of the 
RBWF’s activities.

 We are asking for a budget to purchase some rulers and pencils 
which we can sell at the major regional competitions in Ayrshire, 
Dumfries , Edinburgh Aberdeen as well as the National Finals.

 We also thought that we should have prepared for the forthcoming 
season of Burns Suppers , a supply of certificates which could be 
presented to organisations outwith the Burns movement, for whom 
many of the Executive perform, in the hope that this can stimulate 
some interest in who we are and what we do.

 Due to the quantity of medals and especially badges left over from 
this year’s special souvenir  creations,  we are recommending that 
these be put up for sale internally  for the reduced price of £10 per 
medal and £1.50 per badge. It was also suggested that members of 
the board should have a supply of these and use them when and 
where possible as give-a ways , to promote RBWF and increase public 
awareness of our existence.

 Jim Showed a photo  of Past President Bill Dawson presenting a 
certificate of thanks to Wiseman Dairies for their superb effort  last 
year with their milk cartons. This was presented together with an 
accompanying poem written by Jim, and both will be placed in their 
boardroom.

 Burns Birthplace Museum:  following the appeal from the 
National Trust for Scotland, it was decided that we should be seen to 
be supporting their fundraising activity for the new museum. Formal 
approval to be obtained from the Board and when the museum is 
ready, the names of the two lucky winners who will attend the pre-
view, to be drawn by ballot.

 Murdo suggested that we should try to contact the organisers of some 
of the Highland Games which take place in North America, with a 
view to seeing if we can contribute an article in their programmes 
which will encourage membership of RBANA and RBWF. Jim under-
took to contact  “The Highlander “ magazine.
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 Jim is to represent RBWF by adjudicating at Regional final of a 
Burns competition organised by the Church of Jesus Christ and 
Latter Day Saints.

 Sam Judge, Jim and Past President Bob Dalziel ,represented the 
RBWF  at an event in Shotts prison . All three were thankfully 
released.

F188 SCHOOLS’ COMPETITIONS REPORT – Isa Hanley
 The main discussion was the national festivals which will be held in 

Coatbridge High School in April/May 2010.  This is a new school and 
the education authority has agreed to its being used by the RBWF 
for the secondary and primary events.  I will arrange to visit the 
school in the new year with Kay Blair and Helen Morrison from the 
Lanarkshire area.

 Kay has already agreed to find stewards and adjudicators for the 
occasion.

 The schedules for the in-school competitions are now printed and 
there have been a number of requests from schools.   It is hoped 
they will be distributed to schools as soon as possible as Margaret 
Hume has already been asked for certificates.  The schedule can be 
downloaded from the website and it appears more schools are taking 
advantage of this.  The certificates are on order from Solway Offset 
and ought to be ready in the next fortnight.

 The Choral Competition will be held on 22 May 2010, a week later 
than usual, due to the fact that there is an Edinburgh holiday the 
week before, and choirs from Edinburgh usually participate.   A 
venue has yet to be decided but it is hoped that it may again be in 
Lanarkshire.   The Motherwell Civic Theatre closes for 18 months so 
a new venue must be found.  David Scott has agreed to help with the 
organisation.

 There was a discussion on whether new areas could send entries to 
the national festivals and it was agreed that this would be taken to 
the Board in the near future for clarification.    I will contact Sam as 
soon as possible.

 Helen Morrison reported on the recent visits of Russian students, the 
highlight being the visit of Seraphima, the essay winner, to the First 
Minister’s office.   A great day was enjoyed by all of us involved.

F189 DISCUSSION/COMMENT ON SCHOOLS’ COMPETITIONS 
REPORT

 Margaret Morrall enquired how someone from the Boys’ Brigade 
could enter our School Competitions and after much discussion it was 
agreed that this should be inserted on the Agenda for the next Board 
Meeting for further discussion.
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F190 HERITAGE REPORT – Bill Duncan
 It has come to my attention the tree is growing again in Highland 

Mary’s Monument in Failford.  This matter will get my attention.
 The Monument at Dunoon has yet to be attended by the local author-

ity.
 
F191 DISCUSSION/COMMENT ON HERITAGE REPORT
 Past President George Anderson informed the Executive that 

Glasgow and District Burns Association will present a stained glass 
window to the John Wheatley College by way of a thank you for 
their assistance with the Cathedral Service which took place on 25 
January 2009.

   
F192 200 CLUB  
 £50.00 D Mackay, Durham City
 £25.00 Dumfries Burns Club
 Sam has taken over the 200 Club, and he encouraged members to 

purchase shares if they had not already done so.
 
F193 OVERSEAS REPORTS 
    Canadian Report – May Crawley
 “Congratulations and thanks to all concerned in the planning and 

organisation of the Edinburgh Conference.  It was excellent.  Re my 
report at AGM on Schools’ Competition in Canada, I was approached 
afterwards by delegates from Canada, USA and Australia for further 
information.  To that end I am meeting with Jack Jackson next week.  
We plan to write a more informative cover page/introduction to our 
Packages and to insert them into binders for a more professional 
look.  Hopefully we’ll have them copied and mailed before year end.

 We’re also meeting again with St Margaret’s School and with several 
other schools in that area.

 Thanks to those of you who sent reports and photographs of Shirley’s 
Retiral Party.  Sounds like it was a wonderful evening enjoyed by all 
and really appreciated by Shirley, Jack and family.

 Best wishes to Mike and Sam for your inaugural meeting.”
 
 American Report – Mac Irvin
 No report.

 Australian Report – Jim O’Lone
 “It was gratifying to see representatives from South Australia and 

Victoria (Bendigo) at the Annual Conference in Edinburgh this 
year.  I feel encouraged to know fellow Burnsians from other parts 
of Australia made the effort to attend.  Nothing to report from the 
Pacific Rim at the moment.  Still in the early stages of organising the 
2010 AGM Conference and will keep you updated with the progress.
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 As explained at the September Board Meeting, the Pacific Rim 
Annual Conference in Fiji was cancelled due to political instability.  
The Fremantle Burns Club was asked to host the Annual Conference 
but unfortunately the Conference was cancelled due to lack of num-
bers from the Eastern states being able to attend.  A ceilidh had been 
organised as part of the Conference so it was decided to continue with 
it on 10 October at the “Boardwalk Restaurant” in East Fremantle.  
It was a very successful evening with 70 in attendance who danced 
the night away.  

 It was pleasing to see Shirley had a well deserved farewell reception 
at Dumfries.  Thanks to John Haining for the photographs.

 Best wishes to the Board and our new Chief Executive.
 I will continue with the challenge of promoting the Robert Burns 

World Federation down under”. 
 
F194 APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
 Applications for Membership already accepted at Board 

Meeting
 Individuals
 Iona Lister, 9 Allt an Dubh, Shieldaig, Strathcarron IV54 8XS
 Maureen Watt, 39 Corbiehill Road, Edinburgh EH4 5AT
 Margaret Love, 911/747 Anzac Parade, Maroubra, Sydney, NSW 

2035, Australia
 Roberta Burns Hyslop, 2/3 Coillesdene Grove, Edinburgh EH15 2JE
 Thomas Thorburn Scott, 3 Burnside, Haddington, East Lothian 

EH41 4ER
 Marcel Moller, Luzacstraat 44, 1051 JB Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands
 Archie Marr, 4 Marfield Terrace, Uphall Station, Livingston, W 

Lothian EH54 5PY
 Derek Robertson, 79 Rouken Glen Road, Glasgow, East Renfrewshire 

G46 7JD
 Gordon Ashley, 1 Landell Court, Ringwood East, Victoria, Australia 

3135
 Harry Valentine, 32 Inglewood Crescent, Hairmyres, East Kilbride 

G75 8QD
 Thomas B Cook, 10 Willow Road, Kilmarnock KA1 2HL

 Club Membership
 Wanganui Robert Burns Club, New Zealand
 Ural Scottish Society, Russia

 Family Membership
 Campbell Stoddart Dickson, 18 Newton Gate, Nairn IV12 4TS      
 Mr & Mrs W A Coom & Family, 2 Leslie Road, Pollokshields, Glasgow 

G41 5RQ
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 Malcolm S Doran, “Beaully”, 2 Bulloch Avenue, Giffnock, East 
Renfrewshire G46 6NF

 Kathleen & Donald McGlew, 302 Epping Way, Annapolis, Maryland 
21401, USA

 Corporate
 Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, National Trust for Scotland
 
 New Corporate Membership
 West Sound Radio
 Esporta Health Club
 City Inn Hotel, Glasgow
 Touch of Class Travel

F195 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
 Margaret Morrall advised about the Homecoming Service which 

would take place on 13 December 2009, at the Auld Kirk in Ayr.
 
F196 DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
 The next meeting will be held on 20 March, 2010, venue to be 

arranged.

————————————

BOOK REVIEW
“A WEE KIST O’ VERSE’

MAINLY IN THE SCOTTISH DIALECT
REVIEWED BY MURDO MORRISON

BEING normally one of the growl and groan fraternity with apprehension 
of the forthcoming Christmas, my mind was diverted totally on receipt of an 
early present. Not just an ordinary book but an extra special one. Casebound 
blue cover with an etching of the Globe Inn on the front cover but for any book, 
it is what is between the covers that really matters.

This is one that does matter for a number of reasons; one being this is a 
superb souvenir to have related to the Year of the Homecoming events run 
by the Burns Howff Club of Dumfries. Between the covers of this book is a 
treasure chest of verses filtered by careful and considerable adjudication from 
the hundreds of submissions to a special contest.

Difficult as it undoubtedly was, one hundred poems had to be chosen and 

continued on page 43
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WEST SOUND BURNS SUPPER
Robert Burns is recognised the world over as the national bard of Scotland.  

His works reflect his love of the lassies as well as the nation’s burning desire 
for social equality, justice and independence.

His name ranks alongside other national heroes such as William Wallace, 
Robert the Bruce, David Livingston, Alexander Graham Bell and Alexander 
Fleming.

More than 200 years after his death, his memory and his aspirations are 
celebrated in January each year in every part of the world where Scottish 
people and their descendents live.  They celebrate the work of the bard in 
music, song, recitation and good cheer.   With the foundation of music there are 
three other highlights during the evening, which are, the famous “Immortal 
Memory” speech, The Toast to the Lasses and The Reply speeches each lasting 
approximately 15-20 minutes.

The first ever West Sound Radio Burns Supper was held in January 1986 and 
was organised to be a one-off event marking the bicentenary of the Kilmarnock 
edition of poems.  It proved to be much more popular than West Sound had 
anticipated and we found it necessary to hold it in the Glasgow Thistle Hotel 
and not in Ayrshire as was the original intention.

Up to 1000 men and women attend the event attracting the cream of 
Scottish Society.  The Guinness Book of Records claim that it is the biggest 
formal Burns Supper in the world, although quality was always our aim rather 
than quantity.

“As bees hame wi lades od treasure, the minutes wing’d their way wi 
pleasure”

It is quite incredible that so many people return each year and give so much 
support to the talented men, women and children, who have illustrated the 
genius of Robert Burns in words and music.  

The West Sound Burns Supper can boast it was the first ever Burns Supper 
to be held in the Kremlin in Moscow followed by events in the Grosvenor House 
Hotel, London and in Denver, Colorado.

West Sound is also proud to be involved with the Young Burnsian Competition 
organised by the Robert Burns World Federation and sponsors The West Sound 
Rosebowl.  Each year 165,000 school children enter this competition and the 
two winners; The Young Burnsian, approx age 17 and The Junior Burnsian, 
approx age 10 perform at the event.

The year of the Homecoming saw West Sound Radio stage their 24th 
Burns Supper, again in its spiritual home “The Thistle Hotel” and brought 
to the audience an evening filled with excitement and raw emotion as we 
commemorated the 250th anniversary of the birth of our national bard.

The evening was recorded for broadcast on Sunday 25th January, 2009 on 
West Sound Radio.
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THE 25th WEST SOUND
BURNS SUPPER

Saturday 16th January, 2010
The Thistle Hotel,

Cambridge Street, Glasgow

BOOKING FORM

Please reserve _______ tickets for the above event at £75.00 each. I understand that the 
tables will seat 10-12 and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis

EARLY BOOKINGS NECESSARY 

Full payment is required at time of booking.
Credit Card Payments Accepted.   Cheques payable to Bauer Radio 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

✬ West Sound will organise place cards – please fax or email guests’ names by 
Wednesday 13th January, 2010

✬ Dress code: Formal or traditional 
✬ Vegetarian option available – please advise hotel direct 
✬ Special accommodation rates available – contact hotel
✬ Pre-order wines and spirits direct with hotel
✬ Thistle Hotel – Tel 0141.332.3311

Carolyn McAllister, West Sound Radio, 54a Holmston Road, Ayr KA7 3BE
Tel: 01292 283662    Fax: 01292 283665

E: carolyn.mcallister@westsound.co.uk

Company ..............................................................................................................................

Contact .................................................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................................................

.................................................................  Postcode .........................................................

Tel: ..........................................................  Fax: ................................................................

Email: .....................................................  Mobile: ...........................................................

Table Host ...........................................................................................................................
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this is exactly what happened but those who entered the competition were all 
deserving of recognition. Those short poems positively glow with commendable 
verses as the young people of the South West look at our world through their 
eyes and tell us as it is. No one escapes, be you a Grannie or Grandpa, the family 
dog, young brother, school, seagulls, everything, everywhere and anyone –all 
come in for mentions. This is the strength of the book.

Lorie Adamson (16) from Sanquhar Academy has a dug that she describes 
in her poem “To Ma Doggie”,

“Wee fluffy woolly dig,
Whene’r am doon you’l give me a hug” Then follows a description of this 

much loved dog enjoying life.
How can anyone resist “Ma Grannies Dug” from Alex Broadhurst of Castle 

Douglas Primary School with an opening line of “Ma grannie’s dug’s an eejit”. 
The “Ode to a Moose Loose in the Hoose” shows how the home of Jamie Shankly 
of Sanquhar got turned upside down.

The poem, “Oor Wee Bairn” earned James Rabbie Butters of St. Joseph’s 
College, the first prize in the secondary school section. 8 year old Tyme Milligan 
of Wallace Hall Primary School wants, in verse to be a Space Hopper.

The reader is led with curiosity and interest from page to page of this 
book. This is a book of achievement and not only in the quality and indeed 
the quantity of poems but the encouragement to write in their real genuine 
local language. The Scots language takes yet another blow towards extinction 
every time a parent or anyone reprimands a child for using a Scots word or 
expression by asking them to “speak proper”.

This book is in the language which surrounds the children and long may it 
continue to do so. The magnificent response to this competition (600+ entries 
were received) is a matter of pride for the competitors and the Burns Howff 
Club and in years to come, the competitors will be able to point with pride at 
their special entry.

Methinks that if a large gentleman, complete with a sack on his back, white 
beard and waiting reindeer is seen in the vicinity of the Globe Inn, it could well 
be, you know who, collecting you know what to give out you know when so I do 
hope there are sufficient left for him.

It is indeed better to give than receive – I was delighted to receive this book 
and as it is readable and re readable, I am going to refrain from giving it to 
any one.

Copies of A Wee Kist o’ Verse can be obtained from Dumfries & Galloway 
Arts Association Shop at the Midsteeple, Dumfries at £10.00 or by post from 
the Secretary, Burns Howff Club, Globe Inn, 56 High Street, Dumfries DG1 
2JA for £11.50 to include post and packing.

Book Review continued from page 40
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It Could Only Be  
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WE’RE NOT GOING TO DUNS ! 
WHERE IS IT ANYWAY?

‘Div ee thenk that oo cood hev the Skils Festivals here in the Borders?’
An innocent enough question posed tae the Committee o’ the Borders 

Association of Burns Clubs at an early 2008 gathering in Kelso Royal British 
Legion ,the locus o’ oor regular meetings.……an before anybody was able tae 
get a word in edgeways Ah wiz continuing along the line that ‘Hawick is able 
to run yin o’ the Top Ten Festivals in the Warld every year ( Hawick Common 
Riding) , oo a’ hev oor ane Concerts , Summer Festivals, some o’ the best 
Burns’ Suppers gaun aboot , Music Festivals, Marches an’ onyhows oo’ve a’ 
been tae Cupar, Kirriemuir an the likes an’ oo’ve seen how it’s dun………an if 
oo get stuck oo‘ll jist ask Archie ( McArthur , Hon Pres BABC, Hon Pres RBWF 
and maist respectit Burnsian in these pairts ) cos  hei’s bin at the last hunner 
an’ toonty fower consecutive Festivals. He’ll keep us right.’

The fact that Archie wiz sitting in the corner noddin’ hiz heid did the cause 
nae herm at a’.

‘Since oo ur a’ agreed then, Ah’ll speak tae Shirley Bell an’ see how oo get 
oan’ I stated, banged on the table wi mah pencil, declared the motion ’car-
ried. 

A telephone conversation wi’ Shirley, a RBWF Board Meeting and a return 
call to me and ‘the Borders’ wiz ‘het’ for 2009.

What a tremendous honour. The Year of the Homecoming 2009 and the 
annual Festivals were coming to ‘somewhere’ in the Borders.

‘Somewhere’ needed to be sorted oot. 
We are a small association by all accounts wi aboot ten member clubs. 

Oo’ve only been hevvin oor ain Regional Schools Competitions for 4 or 5 years. 
On the plus side oo work well as a team, have forged a fantastic partnership 
wi Scottish Borders Council and wi’ the experience an’ organisation o’ the 
Federation behind us things would surely be ‘fine’.

The Borders was sending a fair sized ‘deputation’ to Greenock and 
Inverclyde Academy and the 2008 RBWF Schools Festivals in any event but 
with 2009 in mind every aspect of what was going on was going to be closely 
watched by eagle-eyed Borderers.

But first…..a meeting with Gail Moffat, PA and Glenn Rodger Director of 
Education and LifeLong Learning , both of Scottish Borders Council in Newtown 
, St Boswells. Without their absolute commitment and support the BABC 
would not be holding Regional Burns Competitions involving 120 Finalists 
from all over the Border Country. We wouldnae be haudin Competitions in 
Hawick Burns Club and the Auditorium in the ‘’Hub o Hawick’’.

It’s a big ask tae hev teachers and support staff adding things on tae 
their already busy schedules but in the last few years BABC has seen oor 
Competition grow and the standards are getting better and better.  That 
doesn’t just happen. I’ll take this chance to thank our partners in our Borders 
venture.

Having already made their commitment to helping us pick up the tempo in 
2008 here we were asking for even more looking intae 2009.
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We needn’t have worried. ‘We’ve got three brand new schools being built 
Dave ‘ says Glenn Rodger ‘and the one in Duns, Berwickshire High School, will 
be ready in time and it will be magnificent’

I thought ‘May 2009, 222 years to the Saturday almost exactly, since Burns 
rode from Edinburgh on trusty ‘Jennie Geddes’ ower the Lammermuir Hills wi 
Robert Ainslie ( a Duns lad born and bred ) to base himself in Duns and stert 
his Border Tour ‘  That sounded like a plan tae me. It wid be a lie tae suggest 
that mei livin in Duns hed nae barin on matters. Ah luv Burns an’ tae hev such 
an event in mah adopted hame toon would be a verra special day indeed.

Glenn would speak to AMEY , the Builders and Owners of the new school 
and secure their support. If that proved okay, then SBC would sponsor the 
rest. Nae cost to RBWF or BABC tae speak o’. What a marvellous gesture o 
guidwill.  So I sent a message to The Federation. ‘How does Duns sound?’ I can 
report that naebuddy hit iz !

The next time everybody was together was at Greenock and as I said us 
Borderers were watching everything

Stewarding inside and out; reception of competitors and invited guests; food; 
drinks; directional signage; movement of people around the premises; timings 
for this, that and the other; equipment; first aid cover; seating arrangements; 
sizes and number of rooms; things like risk assessments, which are now a part 
of everyday life; who was serving up the teas and coffees; was there a biscuit 
big enough to go round; who was washing the dishes; what happened with 
the trophies; wuz thur enough seats; what had the local association and the 
Federation thought about?; and was there anything that they hadn’t thought 
about?

Sounds daft, but that’s what we did. We didn’t lose one minute’s enjoyment 
of the events themselves such was the incredible standard on show but we 
drove home talking of how things appeared so seamless, how it looked like the 
Federation just turned up and how it all seemed to click into gear. 

I’ve never said this to a living soul before now but I perchanced tae overhear 
someone in the foyer say that they had heard that ‘Duns’ had been mentioned 
as a possible venue for 2009 and that ‘we’re not going to Duns’ and this wee 
wummin a pace away says ‘naw yer right .Where is it anyway ’ 

We wrote it all down into a sort of checklist. Right down to the minute 
detail.

We met in due time and under the direction of Ian Buick our BABC 
HomeComing Year President, put a name(s) against every action. We tried to 
put contingencies against every eventuality we could think off.

It’s a guid question ‘What if?’ Oo esked oorsells that, often.
We knew that this machine called the Federation arrives, better organised 

and better experienced as a working unit having done it for at least threi hun-
ner years. 

We sent directions through the Federation to all the Reps and on to the 
competing Schools

Isa Hanley came doon tae Duns and tae bi fair the Skil still wisnae feenisht 
an that pit a wee scunner oan things – builders bein whit builders ur fae time 
tae time but bein a verra sensible lass Isa took oor wurd that oo wid be ready 
an’ she left uz tae panic by oorsells an’ get oan wi eet.
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Oo wanted tae dae summin special for the half-time entertainment at baith 
the Primary and Secondary Skil Festivals.

Les Turnbull , a weel kent an respeckit local lad, spend the day stewardin 
afore he took tae the stage wi hez ceilidh band an what a guid turn thae gave 
uz and the Primary Skil Competitors and associated audience.

On the day o’ the Secondary Skils Festivals, the greatest folk Rock band in 
the hale o’ Hawick (if not the warld) SCOCHA - and for anybody that’s inter-
ested the name’s made up from Ian SCOtt and Davie CHApman if no’ tae gie 
a mention tae the incredibly talented Alan Brydon – and these lads have been 
representin Hawick, the Borders and Scotland a’ ower the planet for the last 
few years, had the crowd singin and cheerin the place doon. 

A great highlight fur mei wiz the fact that the Pipe Major o’ Duns Pipe 
Band and the Merse Pipers, Andra Ainslie acted as our host on baith days 
and piped every visitor tae Berwickshire High Skil on tae the premises.  Hez 
faither, Teem ( Tim Ainslie ) wiz ane o the maist respectit pipers oo’ve ever 
hed, a long servin member o’ Duns Burns Club tae boot and whit prood hei wid 
hae been o his laddie piping at such a prestigious event

Oo hed volunteers aplenty tae act as stewards baith inside the building an’ 
oot in the car perkin. Takes sum daen tae offer tae staun outside when a’ the 
fun is gaun oan insides.

Oo even hed yin o oor ambulance lads, Ronnie Simpson fae Duns standin by 
lest the Federation Officer taen ill hersell, which o our pleased tae sae didnae 
transpire.

Isa kept iz right oan whit oo cood an’ cood not dae wi the Press an she even 
pit iz in touch wi Murdo Morrison whae took time oot o hiz busy schedule tae 
gie iz excellent advices on whae wiz worth contactin an whae wiznae . Oo did-
nae git ane extra article as it happens at a’ but Ah enjoyed hevvin the craic for 
a bit ‘oor wi such a knowledgeable an’ respectit man 

Well, tae cut an ever lengthenin’ story short, the well oiled Machine ca’d 
the Federation, under the Convenership o’ Isa and her herd workin team, 
arrived oan the day along wi several hunner competitors, mums, dads, gran-
nies, granddads, brothers, sisters, teachers , accompanists, judges, stewards 
, half-time entaertainers, jannies and such like an’ it a’ seemed tae go seam-
less.

Bairns and adults alike were remarkin about the fantastic facilities. 
Ahm tellt that the standards o’ performance wur superb. Whit Ah heard wiz 
delightful.  A wee sojjer piper wi a broken finger won the Prize the day Ah did 
make it along and whit a champion hei wiz.  A’body seemed tae enjoy Duns. 

Mah Employers were ‘made’ Patrons of RBWF and the Original ‘Badge’ 
sits proudly in oor Heid Office BoardRoom  (an a photocopy sits framed oan 
mah desk!)

Archie knocked up Festivals yin hunner an toonty five an six.
Oo ur proud tae hev been associated wi the RBWF Skils Festivals in the 

year o’ the HomeComing.
The message is clear tae mei. 
Bi workin weel thegither onythins possible.
Oh Aye – an’ ‘Duns Dings A!’ 

Dave Scott
BABC IPP, Duns Burns Club, Hawick Burns Club, Whiteadder Burns Club
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CLYDESDALE BANK – FIRST TO 
FEATURE BURNS ON A BANKNOTE

‘The Bard’ has once again managed to appear on a new Clydesdale Bank 
banknote.  Not only that, he has been ‘promoted’ from the £5 note to the new 
£10 note. 

Clydesdale Bank has been issuing its own banknotes since it was founded 
in 1838, and remains one of only three Scottish banks that continues to 
produce its own notes.  This comes at a time when banks are making headlines 
in the press for all the wrong reasons, so it’s a  great pleasure for Scots and 
Burnsians alike to discover that Clydesdale Bank launched a new family of 
banknotes.

As well as being the first time in almost 20 years that Clydesdale Bank 
has launched a completely new family of banknotes, the notes were also 
introduced to coincide with the Homecoming celebrations.  The front of each 
new note honours a prominent and innovative Scot, while the reverse of each 
note features one of Scotland’s five World Heritage Sites.  This will also be the 
first time that a new ‘depth image’™ hologram security feature has been used 
on a UK banknote.  

The new £10 banknote, released on 30th November 2009, will continue to 
feature a Nasmyth bust of the poet, with a verse from Tam o ‘ Shanter - “This 
truth fand honest Tam o’ Shanter, As he frae Ayr ae night did canter: (Auld 
Ayr, whom ne’er a town surpasses, For honest men and bonie lasses). Also 
depicted is Tam on his mare, with witch in pursuit, and his birthplace cottage 
can also be seen on the note.  The reverse of the £10 note features the Old and 
New Towns of Edinburgh from Calton Hill.  

Clydesdale Bank is the largest issuer of notes in Scotland, with over 
£1.1bn in circulation in any given week.  The remainder of the new banknote 
family have already entered circulation, the £100 note was launched on 15th 
December 2009.  

About the Banknotes
Clydesdale Bank’s ‘World Heritage’ banknote family has started to enter 

circulation.  The designs on the notes are:
•	 £5         Featuring Sir Alexander Fleming, who discovered penicillin, on the 

front and St Kilda on the reverse.
•	 £10       Featuring Robert Burns on the front and The Old & New Towns of 

Edinburgh on the reverse.
•	 £20       Featuring Robert the Bruce on the front and New Lanark on the 

reverse.
•	 £50       Featuring Elsie Inglis, a suffragette and surgeon, on the front and 

the Antonine Wall on the reverse.
•	 £100     Featuring Charles Rennie Mackintosh, architect and designer, on 

the front and the Heart of Neolithic Orkney on the reverse.



PRESIDENT MIKE DUGUID 2009-2010

The “Robert Burns” banknote released on 30th December

The complete Nasmyth Painting see also front cover
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