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DAVID WILSON OGILVIE, M.A., F.S.A., Scot 
Born in 1935 in Huntly, Aberdeenshire, Wilson Ogilvie is the son of a Glasgow man who 
was a bank manager and became Provost of Huntly. His mother was a Wilson with 
Sanquhar and Kirkconnel connections, so that at least a part of his roots may be said to 
have been in the Burns country. Wilson was educated at the Gordon Schools, Huntly and 
after two years National Service in the RAF Regiment he worked as an uncertificated 
teacher for two and a half years. In 1960 he matriculated as a mature student at Aberdeen 
University and read English, history, geography and biblical studies. After graduation in 
1963 he spent a year at Aberdeen College of Education and took his diploma in religious 
studies. A keen sportsman, he represented the RAF regiment in field and track events, 
and played basketball for Aberdeen University. He also served on the Students' 
Representative Council and was an officer in the Boys' Brigade. 

He married his wife, Irene, whi"le at university, and in 1964 they took up their 
appointments as teacher-missionary and district nurse respectively on the remote 
Shetland island of Fetlar. In addition to his duties, lay and spiritual, Wilson was 
appointed an assessor to the Crofters' Commission. In his spare time he studied the 
bird-life of the island. Four years later they moved to Crudie on the Aberdeenshire
Banffshire border and Wilson became part-time reporter for the Turriff Advertiser and 
developed a reputation as a lecturer and public-speaker on a wide range of topics. He was 
also a football linesman and a junior referee for the Highland League. Although no 
longer a missionary he still preached regularly-a role which he fulfils to this day. 

Subsequently he was appointed head teacher at Dunnottar, Stonehaven. During his 
four years in this district he became session clerk of Kinneff Parish, a Rotarian and a 
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. He wrote two booklets for the Tourist Board, about 
walks and drives in the Lewis Grassie Gibbon country and in the area whence the Burnes 
family had come. In this manner he came within the orbit of the Burns movement. In 
1976 he was appointed head teacher of Lincluden School, Dumfries, and in the past 
decade has considerably strengthened his Burns connections. In 1984 he became 
President of Dumfries Burns Club and Junior-Vice President of the Burns Federation. He 
has also served as Schools Convener for the Southern Scottish Counties Burns 
Association and Literature Convener of the Burns Federation. More recently he has also 
been President of the Dumfries and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian Society. 
He contributes articles to various periodicals and the local press and is a frequent 
broadcaster on local radio and Border Television. 

Sportsman, ornithologist, antiquarian, journalist, broadcaster, preacher, education
alist and raconteur extraordinaire-where does he go from here? Perhaps the West Indian 
who accosted Wilson in the Thames Embankment Gardens last September was more 
prophetic than he realised. Addressing our President, resplendent in kilt and chain of 
office, the Cockney gentleman enquired 'Heh man-is you the Lawd Mayor of Scotland?' 



FROM THE EDITOR 
They say that the world's mightiest roller-coaster stretches in a crazy, rollicking ride from 
Guayaquil to Quito, a literally breathtaking journey of 288 miles that generally takes two 
days to accomplish in relative comfort. The autoferro is a one-class, 30-seater which may 
well be a school-bus mounted on a railway bogie. The tiny seats are hard and 
non-reclining, the noise is unbearable and the lack of food or heating enough to tax the 
constitution of the hardiest traveller. The ride is bumpy in the extreme, while the 
vertiginous overhangs and hairpin bends would take the breath away from an experienced 
mountaineer. Between Milagro and Naranjita the track climbs over 10,000 feet in fifty 
miles-an average gradient of 5.5 per cent along such engineering masterpieces as the 
Devil's Nose, a double switchback zigzag cut out of solid rock. 

Some 309 bridges and tunnels later you emerge to the most spectacular railway view to 
be found anywhere in the world-Mount Cotopaxi, at 19,200 feet the world's highest 
volcano, looming against the clear, vivid blue mountain sky. You have to be a raving 
lunatic or an absolutely obsessive railway buff to do this trip, but the memory of majestic 
Cotopaxi lingers on long after the terrifying discomfort is forgotten. 

From Ambato the railway line skirts the base of the volcano to Latacunga. Cotopaxi is 
eighteen miles from this city, yet its perfectly symmetrical cone dwarfs everything in sight. 
Hamlets of Quechua Indians, the descendants of the once-mighty Incas, still live in these 
high sierras, tending their herds of llama, vicuna and alpaca-hardly the 'hunters wild on 
Ponotaxi' referred to by Burns in his Dedication to Gavin Hamilton with which the 
Kilmarnock Edition was originally supposed to end. Its curious position within that 
volume, whose Bicentenary we have so recently been celebrating, is explained by the fact 
that Burns added several poems while the book was going through the press. 

Just how Burns came to garble the name of the famous volcano, or where he got it from 
in the first place, I know not. In 'The Vision', however, he not only refers to 'Thomson's 
landscape glow' but was clearly influenced by the lines in that poet's 'Seasons': 

Ah! what avail their treasures, hid 
Deep in the bowels of the pitying earth 
Golconda's gems, and sad Potosi's mines. 

In the antepenultimate stanza he wrote: 

Then never murmur nor repine; 
Strive in thy humble sphere to shine; 
And trust me, not Potosi's mine ... 

Potosi in its heyday was one of the largest and wealthiest cities of South America; even 
in Burns's time its fabulous riches must have made it virtually a household word. Its fame 
stems from El Cerro Rico (literally 'the rich hillock') which looms eerily over the chipped 
tiles and faded splendour of the old colonial buildings to this day. In 1545 silver was 
discovered in this hill and in spite of its inaccessibility it was rapidly developed. Potosi was 
a fine baroque city of 150,000 inhabitants but economically it was never more than a 
shanty town. Billions of dollars worth of silver were pumped out of the hillside, refined on 
the spot and villianously struck into crude pesos that were promptly shipped off to Spain to 
prop up that country's shaky economy. When the silver ran out, early in the eighteenth 
century, Spain was hit by appalling inflation and soon went bankrupt. In more recent 
times Bolivia's economy was based on a somewhat humbler metal, but since the collapse 
of the world's tin market the country seems to be heading the same way as eighteenth 
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century Spain. While I was there last March the black marketeers on 'Wall Street', a 
dingy alley running off the Avenida 16 de Julio, were giving 1,900,000 pesos for every 
dolar Yanqui and overnight the postal rates were hiked by a massive 50 per cent. Inflation 
last year ran at a horrendous 30,000 per cent, but strict control of the economy has got it 
down to a mere 2,700 per cent. Not Potosi's mine, or any other mineral windfall is likely 
to solve Bolivia's problems. There could be a moral here for ourselves, as oil prices 
continue to slump. 

Shortly before I got there, Lima was celebrating the 450th anniversary of its foundation 
by Francisco Pizarro. I am intrigued to know how the Peruvians accomplished this 
without paying more than token tribute to the city's founder. As my tour-guide Ysabel, 
hundred per cent Quechua and proud of it, put it: 'To you Pizarro is the Conquistador; 
but to us he is merely Pizarro the invader, the enslaver and the exploiter.' Peruvian 
ambivalence towards Pizarro is summed up in the fact that his colossal equestrian statue 
still stands in the Plaza de Armas, but no longer dominates it. Today the statue is tucked 
away in a shady corner, as if in disgrace. Burns had the measure of Pizarro, however, and 
did not disguise his loathing. In 'Address of Beelzebub' he links the Earl of Breadalbane 
with Polycrates, tyrant of Samos, and Herod as devils incarnate and then goes on: 

Or (if you on your station tarrow) 
Between Almagro and Pizarro, 
A seat, I'm sure ye're well deservin't; 

Diego de Almagro was originally Pizarro's trusty lieutenant and partner in crime, now 
chiefly remembered for the conquest of Chile while Pizarro was busy founding Lima. 
Within two years, however, Almagro and Pizarro fell out and in the ensuing power 
struggle Almagro was captured near Cuzco, the ancient Inca capital, and executed. His 
cause was then espoused by the followers of his half-caste son, known to posterity as 
Almagro the Lad, who conspired to have Pizarro assassinated in Lima in 1541. The 
Conquistador's florid tomb contrasts strangely with the otherwise rather austere interior 
of the Cathedral. Pizarro's brothers took their revenge on the Lad whom they beheaded 
at Cuzco in 1542. 

Obviously Burns had the measure of these Spanish ruffians, from his reading of 
L'Histoire des Incas de Peru, one of the many books which were in his possession at the 
time of his death. For someone who travelled outside Scotland on only one occasion, and 
then fleetingly across the Border into the north of England, Burns was surprisingly well 
acquainted with the history and geography of the world, and there are many allusions to 
places, people and events, past and present, to be found scattered throughout his poems 
and prose writings. I, on the other hand, have had to travel more widely and more 
frequently than I would really wish. The day before I left for South America the page 
proofs of the bicentenary edition of the Complete Works of Robert Burns came from the 
printer, Bobby McBride who added laconically 'Something to keep you occupied while 
you're away enjoying yourself'. The dog-eared and much-thumbed proofs bear the marks 
of my peregrinations, from the red-brown mud of the Amazon to the red-brown stains of 
bugs that met a sticky end. I slip this in by way of advance apology for any shortcomings 
in the proof-reading-but you may rest assured that your Editor had his nose to the 
grindstone even on the sun-drenched beaches of Ipanema and Copacabana in order to 
ensure the publication of our magnum opus in time for the bicentenary of the Kilmarnock 
Edition! 

11 NEWALL TERRACE 
DUMFRIES, DGI !LN 

JAMES A. MACKAY 
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OBITUARIES 

ALEXMcIVER 

His many friends were saddened to learn of 
the sudden passing of Alex Mciver on 2nd 
November 1985. Alex, a former town and 
county councillor, past-master of Dollar 
Masonic Lodge, former governor of Dollar 
Academy, also represented Clackmannan
shire on the Tourist Board. 

On leaving school he joined Donbros, 
eventually becoming raw materials buyer. 
Later, he joined the supplies department 
of Stirling University where he was elected 
union delegate for NALGO and became a 
non-academic member of the University 
Court. 

His love of Burns was his prime interest 
and he was secretary of Dollar Burns Club 
and, until recently, of Coalsnaughton 
Club. As secretary of the area federation, 
he was instrumental in attracting the Burns 
Conference to Stirling in 1984. His en
thusiasm and endeavour ensured that it 
was an outstanding success. 

It was also through Alex's efforts that 
the memorial cairn to Robert Burns was 
erected at Harviestoun Lodge, to com
memorate the poet's visit to Harviestoun 
Castle. Alex was a hard-working com
mittee member whose efforts ensured 
Dollar Burns Club went from strength to 
strength. He arranged for many well
known speakers to address the annual 
suppers. 

He was a kenspeckle figure around 
Dollar and had travelled widely abroad. 
He will be sadly missed, but fondly remem
bered. Alex, a bachelor, is survived by his 
sister, Ruby, to whom our deepest 
sympathy is extended. 
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ALEX JOHNSTONE 

The passing of Alex Johnstone on 12th July 
1985 left a large gap in the Burns com
munity in Australia. Alex was an Honorary 
President of the Burns Federation and 
Patron and former President of the Scot
tish Society and Burns Club of Australia. 

We shared his Patronage with the Burns 
Clubs of Wollongong, Orange and Drum
moyne to all of which he gave great 
encouragement and much of his valuable 
time. 

He was managing-director of Alex 
Johnstone Engineering Proprietary Ltd of 
Newtown, Sydney and as such was always 
involved with business and community 
affairs, but he never lost his native tongue 
nor a deep and abiding love for the land of 
his birth. 

A native of Hawick, he was an authority 
on the ballads, poetry and literature of the 
Borders and possessed an enclyopaedic 
knowledge of the life and works of Robert 
Burns. He was a weel-kent figure at many 
Burns Conferences where he was never 
reluctant to express his views and aye 
willing to speak up for his beloved Burns 
Clubs in Australia. 

He invariably returned with lively stories 
of the warm friendships he had made 
within the Burns Federation and encour
aged many Scottish-Australians to follow 
in his footsteps. 

Alex's strong personality and adminis
trative abilities will be missed by many 
people and organisations but his influence 
will live on for many years to come. 

CHARLES MURRAY 



PETER HYND 

Although he had not been in good health, 
the sudden and tragic death of Cronie 
Peter Hynd, secretary of Prestwick Burns 
Club, on the night of the Annual Supper, 
came as a great shock to his fellow mem
bers and to his wide circle of friends. 

A former President of the club, Peter 
had held the office of secretary for many 
years, and his energy and enthusiasm was 
an inspiration to successive committees, 
keeping the club in the forefront of 
organisations in the town. There is always 
a demand for seats at the annual supper 
from non-members, as well as from the 
Cronies themselves, and the club, which 
meets monthly from the beginning of 

October to the beginning of April, has a 
constant waiting list for membership. 

Each year Peter arranged for speakers 
and entertainers from the club to attend 
Burns Suppers run by many organisations 
in the town and the district. He was 
responsible for the design of the pro
grammes for his club's annual suppers, 
regarded by many as collector's items. 

At the funeral at Masonhill Crema
torium, Ayr, there was a very large con
gregation of mourners. The coffin was 
carried and escorted by past presidents of 
the club, and a tribute was paid by another 
former president, the Rev. Donald M. 
Caskie. 

WILLIAM WELSH 

ERIC COCKBURN 

Mr. D. Eric Cockburn, a prominent 
Burnsian in the northeast of England, died 
on 3rd March 1986. He had given long and 
faithful service as Honorary Treasurer fo 
the Whitley Bay and District Society of St. 
Andrew for nearly twenty years. Eric will 
be sadly missed, and our deepest sympathy 
goes to his wife Anne, daughter Patricia 
and son-in-law. 

JEAN SCOTT 
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BURNSANDLOREBURN 
By Irving Miller 

Loreburn Church, Dumfries : the white building on the left was formerly the manse. 

At the Secession of the Scottish Churches 
in 1733 and the disruption of 1843, num
bers of worshippers in Dumfries formed 
into groups . One such group around 1740 
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was known as the 'General Associate' or 
'Anti-Burgher Congregation'. After 1820 it 
became 'the Loreburn Street United 
Associate or Secession Congregation·. 



Next it became 'Loreburn Presbyterian 
Church', then in 1900, 'Lorcburn United 
Free Church', and still functions after 
almost 250 year under the escutcheon of 
the freedom of religion and choice. Like 
the seces ion movement itself, led by the 
Erskines, and like most of the con
gregations that cast in their lot with it , the 
'Anti-Burgher Church' in Dumfries origin
ated, not in the adherence of its members 
to any abstract principle, but in an actual 
experience of the infringement of their 
Christian rights . At the union of the 
Churches in 1929 Loreburn voted to carry 
on in the old tradition as the 'United Free 
Church Continuing', and thereafter as the 
'United Free Church in Scotland'. Never a 
large congregation, it is an enthusiastic and 
courageous one. 

When Robert Burns arrived in Dumfries 
in 1791, he was, as we would expect, 
interested in the 'Free Church' and that 
church was 'Loreburn '! In Dumfries we 
revere his house and the Mausoleum but 
tend to forget his rich relations with this 
old church, especially his friendship with 

the Rev William Inglis , mm1 ter of the 
'Whig Mcctin Hoose' as Loreburn was 
known then. Mr Inglis ministered there for 
45 years; a man of distinction, he was 
created in 1780 a Burgess of the town , as 
was Robert Burns. 

Probably we owe our impression of Mr 
Inglis to Robert Burns more than to any 
other; for during his Dumfries days , 
according to McDonald in his 'Burns in 
Dumfriesshire' (published by Messrs A. & 
C. Black) , the poet was a scatholdcr in the 
'Whig Meetin' Hoose' . Even after the 
church was rebuilt , until the interior was 
entirely altered in 1879, a particular spot 
was known as 'Burns's Corner'. The story 
of the poet 's tribute to the minister is well 
known. At a public dinner , during an 
awkward pause in the conversation , some
one shouted 'Tell us , Mr Burns, why you 
go to the Whig Meeting House on a 
Sunday night?' As Burns paid no heed, the 
speaker repeated his query , thinking he 
had cornered the poet. Whereupon Burns 
rose to his feet and said. 'Why do I 
sometimes go to the Whig Meeting? 

The plaque commemorating the Bard's association with the church , erected by Irving Miller 
as part of the Burns Heritage Trail. 

Photo: Tom Phin 
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Because Mr Inglis preaches what he 
believes and practises what he preaches.' 
Such a testimony from the man who wrote 
'The Holy Fair', with its scornful exhibition 
of insincerity and formality both in pew 
and pulpit, as well as 'The Cottar's 
Saturday Night', with its reverence for the 
holy and the pure, must prove the genuine 
worth of the man whose name evoked it. 

Burns was a frequent visitor at the 
Loreburn Manse. On one occasion when 
the poet was expected, the children were 
admonished to behave and cautioned with 
words. 'Mr Burns is coming; if you don't 
behave he might write a poem about you'. 

At a later date there came to be a closer 
contact between the preacher and the poet. 
Burns was asked by the magistrates to 
attend the Whig Meeting, and report any 
treason spoken by Mr Inglis. He could not 
ignore the command, but he was too noble 
to do that kind of dirty work. He listened 
carefully to the sermon and went to the 

Town Hall where the magistrates were 
assembled. The first question asked was 
'What treason has he spoken?' Burns 
replied, 'I will give you the sermon and you 
can judge for yourselves'. Burns repeated 
what Mr Inglis had said, but he was 
interrupted with 'What we want is what 
treason did he speak?' But Burns gave only 
what Mr Inglis had preached in his sermon, 
and there the matter ended. This was a 
good turn Burns did to a man who enter
tained him in his manse and who attended 
him on his deathbed. Burns's association 
with Loreburn is one of which all 
Loreburnites are justly proud. Behind the 
simple fa<;ade is one of the most elegant 
churches in the south. 

It is regretted that more notice of this 
Burns connection is not observed by Burns 
Clubs, the Federation, and the 'Burns 
Heritage Trail'. On the front of the 
building is a simple plaque stating the 
Burns association with the church. 

The Sixth Annual Scots County Ball, 
Bradford 

The Sixth Annual Scots County Ball took place on Friday night 11 th April, at the Norfolk 
Gardens Hotel, Bradford, organised this year by the County Ball Committee and 
members of the Bradford St. Andrews Society. 

The Chief of the Clan Hay, The Right Honourable the Earl of Erroll, was installed as 
'Chieftain' for the evening by Mr. Alex. McLeod, President, Bradford St. Andrew's 
Society, after an impressive 'piping in' ceremony of the other principal guests including 
the Countess of Erroll, Mr. D. Wilson Ogilvie, President, The Burns Federation, and 
Mrs. Ogilvie, Mr. David Medlen, President, Burns Federation-Yorkshire District, and 
Mrs. Medlen, and the Presidents and their consorts of the Yorkshire and Humberside 
Caldonian and St. Andrew's Societies. 

The Ball followed its usual pattern with a mixture of Scottish and Ballroom dancing. 
with a piping display, by the City of Bradford Pipe Band, and other entertainers. 

The Ball attracted well over 300 people from all over Yorkshire and Humberside, and 
has become an established event in the Yorkshire calendar. 

R. 0. Aitken 
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Burns, Jean Lorimer, and James Hogg 

By 
David Groves 

In a letter to his publisher accompanying 
his song 'Craigie-Burn Wood', Robert 
Burns explained that the lyrics were 
inspired by his friend Jean Lorimer, 

one of the finest women in Scotland; & in 
fact (entre nous) ... a Mistress, or Friend, or 
what you will, in the guileless simplicity of 
Platonic love. - (Now don't put any of your 
squinting construction on this, or have any 
clishmaclaiver about it among our acquain
tances.) - I assure you that to my lovely 
Friend you are indebted for many of your 
best songs of mine. 1 

Years later Jean Lorimer moved to 
Edinburgh, where she happened to meet 
James Hogg (the Ettrick Shepherd) around 
1813. In describing his meeting with Jean, 
Hogg dismisses the claim that her rela
tionship with Burns was merely Platonic: 

When I lived in Edinburgh, about twenty 
years ago, there were three of my asso
ciates,-Mr. Irvine, Mr. Gibson, and Mr. 
Thomson,-found out this lady rather in bad 
circumstances, and attached themselves 

greatly to her, on account of her known 
connection with the star of their idolatry, 
Burns. She said Burns came to Craigie-burn 
all night every time his business called him to 
Moffat. I went with some of them one day to 
see her, and was introduced to her as the 
successor of Burns; but she held very light of 
me indeed. Her feelings were the feelings of 
a woman, and, though a ruined one, I loved 
her for them. She had a lock of his hair 
keeping in a box. She was then a widow 
apparently approaching to forty, though she 
might be younger. She was the ruin of a fine 
woman, of a fair complexion, and well
made, and I heard by her voice that she had 
once sung well. 

1
Letter to George Thomson, 19 Oct. 1794, 

reprinted in The Letters of Robert Burns, ed. J. 
de L. Ferguson, 2 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon, 
1931), II, 265. 

2James Hogg, footnote to Burns's 'Strictures on 
Scottish Songs and Ballads', in The Works of 
Robert Burns, ed. James Hogg and William 
Motherwell, 5 vols. (Glasgow: Fullarton, 
1834-35), V, 364-65. 

Ae Paisley Prenter's Greeting 
Doon in Kilmarnock 
Twa hunner years sync, 
John Wilson prentit 
In a style sae fine, 
The first edition 
O' Rab's verse an' line 
In Scots dialect 
That time winna tyne 
An' leaves thro' the years 
Ae MEM'RY as fine. 

Frae Paisley Burns Club 
Twa hunner years on, 
Oor skeigh President-
Ae prenter like John
Sen's freen'ly greetin's 
Tae whar fremmit dawin 
Lichts up Ian's wha's chiels 
Clasp chiels, haun wi' haun, 
An' aye, like us a', 
Maun pey the lawin. 

T.G. II 
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The Subscribers' Edition 
of 

The Complete Works of Robert Burns 

In funding the production of the Federa

tion's magnum opus, it was suggested by 

Archie MacArthur of Kelso Burns Club 

that we emulate Burns himself and adopt 

the advance subscription method of raising 

the money to finance such an undertaking. 

I understand that Burns himself was 

reluctant to publish the names of his 

subscribers, which appeared in the first 

Edinburgh Edition, perhaps from some 

misplaced notion of not pandering to his 

readers' vanity. Unintentionally, however, 

this ensured a measure of immortality for 

these ladies and gentlemen whose back

ground, geographical disposition and social 

status has provided fertile material for 

more than one researcher in more recent 

times, while a special gallery was provided 

at the Centenary Exhibition in 1896 for the 

portraits of the noblemen and gentlemen 

of the Caledonian Hunt who had sub

scribed en masse. 
I doubt whether the subscribers of our 

Bicentenary edition will excite the interest 

of future generations of Burns researchers, 

although it would be true to say that the 

names listed in some 40 pages of the new 

volume represent a pretty fair cross-section 

of the more ardent devotees of the Bard at 

the present time. There are some surpris

ing omissions, but-'no names, no pack 

drill!' On the other hand, the geographical 

disposition of the subscribers is quite 

illuminating. Not surprisingly Ayrshire 

easily heads the list with 530 subscribers

more than a quarter of the total number. 

This, however, can be broken down even 

further, and we then discover that Irvine 

alone accounts for 171 subscribers. I think 

it would be fair to pay tribute at this 

juncture to John Inglis, our indefatigable 

Past President, who personally secured a 

very high proportion of the subscriptions 
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and without whose efforts we would 

probably still be struggling to attain our 

target. John, of course, was instrumental in 

getting subscriptions in other parts of the 

country, as well as many overseas, but it is 

highly significant that the town in which he 

resides should have so handsomely topped 

the list. 
Kilmarnock and Loudoun District 

yielded 128 subscribers, Troon 47 and the 

Cumnocks 23, with a sprinkling from 

Stewarton and Beith. Ayr, together with 

Kyle and Carrick districts, produced 148 

subscribers. 
Outside Ayrshire, other counties were 

well behind. Dumfriesshire had 116 

subscribers, followed by the greater 

Glasgow area which yielded 106. In 

descending order came Fife (75), Lanark

shire (65), Rer.frewshire (63), Edinburgh 

and Stirlingshire (61 each), Lothian and 

the Borders (41), Dunbartonshire and 

Perthshire (24 each). Dundee had 15 

subscribers, and the entire North of 

Scotland produced 76. 
The total for Scotland comes to 1,257. 

England had 338 subscribers, Ireland ten, 

and Wales, the Isle of Man and Guernsey 

one each. Outside the British Isles, Canada 

topped the league, with 137 subscribers, 

followed by the United States with 70 and 

Australia with 52. New Zealand and South 

Africa had seven each and France had 

four. Subscriptions were also received 

from Israel, Germany, Norway, Luxem

bourg, New Guinea, Japan and Zambia, so 

that every continent is represented. 

Altogether we had 1,892 subscribers for 

the limited edition of 2,000 copies. The 

apparent discrepancy between numbers of 

subscribers and actual copies is explained 

by the fact that quite a few people 

subscribed for more than one copy. 



Ironically, although the task of getting 
subscriptions became progressively harder 
as time passed, moving John Inglis to 
confess that getting blood out of a stone 
would be much easier, there was a last
minute deluge during the Burns season in 
January 1986, with the result that almost 
200 subscriptions arrived after the magic 

target had been reached. I am glad to say 
that the vast majority of those who were 
too late to get the special Subscribers' 
Edition agreed to settle for second-best, 
and purchase a copy of the Souvenir 
Edition which it was hoped would be 
published simultaneously. 

J.A.M. 

GORDON MACKLEY 

Following the item in last year's Chronicle 
about our two benefactors, the following 
letter was received from Gordon Mackley 
of Marrickville, New South Wales: 
I write to thank you most sincerely for the 
compliment you pay me in the pages of the 
1986 Burns Chronicle. My interest in the 
Burns Federation began in 1928 when I 
came across a copy of the Chronicle in a 
secondhand bookshop here in Sydney. 
Afterwards, I ordered a copy each year 
from James Thin, the Edinburgh book
seller. 

In 1933, when the Robert Burns (1933) 
Society was formed, I was invited to 
become its honorary secretary. I sent out 
greetings to kindred clubs for 1934, and 
these included John McVie as secretary of 
the Burns Federation and who, later, was 
to become a personal friend. I still have 
John's original letter. In 1936 the Society 
affiliated with the Federation and became 
number 519 on the Roll. I still have the 
Diploma. The Society continued its opera
tions till 1939, when it disbanded in favour 
of the establishment of the Scottish Society 
and Burns Club of Australia (566 on the 
Roll). I am the only one left of that bold 
band who in 1939 steered the latter on 
course. War broke out and some thought 
that all activities should be suspended until 
the cessation of hositilities, but we 
managed to keep going. 

Lady Helen Graham, who had been 

Lady in Waiting to our beloved Queen 
Mother when she was Duchess of York, 
wrote to me suggesting that our members 
might like to help by sending Australian 
knitting wool to the Scottish Red Cross in 
which she was vitally interested. Our 
decision was unanimous; and Mrs. Betty 
Lambie, wife of Professor Charles Lambie 
of the Chair of Medicine in the University 
of Sydney, was appointed chairwoman of a 
Ladies Committee and they immediately 
set about organising functions of every 
description to raise funds for the purpose 
of purchasing knitting wool and knitted 
goods for the British Forces through the 
Scottish Red Cross. I mention all this 
because it was an aspect of the work of the 
Scottish Society and Burns Club that is 
forgotten in peacetime. 

I am no longer the secretary of the 
Society, though I continue as a private 
member. Apart from my interest in the 
Burns Federation I have been a Fellow of 
the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 
since 1945, and a member of the Heraldry 
Society of Scotland, as a result of which I 
was successful in a petition to the Lyon 
Court regarding my own Scottish coat of 
arms. 

Once again, thank you for your courtesy 
to me. 

Yours aye, 
Gordon M. Mackley 
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WEST SOUND BURNS SUPPER 

On Friday, 17th January, 1986, West 
Sound held a Burns Supper in the ban
quetting suite of the Hospitality Inn, Cam
bridge Street, Glasgow. This marked the 
bicentenary of the publication of the Kil
marnock edition of poems and the evening 
turned out a very important one in the 
Burns calendar. Assembled was the most 
glittering array of Burns talent ever to 
appear under the same roof. 

The principal toast of the evening, the 
'Immortal Memory', was given by John 
Cairney, known throughout the world for 
his portrayal of Burns in 'There Was a 
Man'. John flew back from the Pacific 
especially for this occasion and we were 
fortunate to have such an important speech 
in such talented hands. 

The Toast to Ayrshire and the Toast to 
Agriculture were delivered by George 
Younger and Ian Grant respectively. The 
Secretary of State for Scotland needs little 

introduction and Mr. Grant is the current 
President of the National Farmers' Union 
of Scotland. 

The Burns singers are the finest of their 
generation, Moira Anderson and Kenneth 
McKellar. The irrepressible Andy Stewart 
recited 'Tam o' Shanter' as only he could. 
The Rev. James Currie gave the graces. 
Ian Powrie, one of Scotland's greatest ever 
fiddlers, now happily returned to his native 
shores from Australia, played while the 
legendary Jimmy Shand stepped out of 
retirement to play a selection of Burns 
waltzes. West Sound's own John Car
michael with members of his famous band 
played throughout the evening. The cur
rent, and three times, world champion, Ian 
McFadyen was the piper. The Burns Sup
per menu was traditional with one notable 
addition: roast barons of Angus beef were 
served and carved at the table. 

Joe Campbell 

An Exotic Burns Supper 
by 

William Adair 

On Monday 27th January 1986, Provost 
Coyle of Strathkelvin District approached 
me and asked if I could assist with a 
proposed Burns Supper. I agreed, and he 
informed me that it was to be held on 
Wednesday 29th-rather short notice. 

Provost Coyle took the Chair, while I 
addressed the Haggis and also recited 'To a 
Mouse' and 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. The 
'Immortal Memory' was rendered by J. 
Chalmers. The evening's ongauns followed 
the normal pattern, but the menu was 
certainly the most exotic that I have ever 
encountered and, I must add, quite 
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delicious. The meal began with Cockie 
Leckie Pakoras and was followed by 
curried Haggis and boiled rice as well as 
the more traditional neeps and tatties. The 
supper was held at The Oasis Tandoori 
Restaurant, Bishopbriggs. The pro
prietors, Messrs Mahmmod and Khan, hail 
from Pakistan and look quite resplendant 
in kilt, velvet jacket and lace jabot. They 
have an engineering business by day and 
run the restaurant in the evenings. It was a 
lovely evening and they plan something on 
more traditional lines for next year. 



Henley & Henderson 
by 

G. Ross Roy 

In anticipation of the enthusiasm over the 
centenary of the death of Robert Burns 
several publishers decided to issue editions 
of Scotland's Bard. At least five got a jump 
on things by re-issuing editions in 1895, 
and in that year David Bryce & Son of 
Glasgow issued a miniature facsimile of the 
1786 edition. There were also selections, 
including one in the Review of Reviews 
Penny Poets series. During the centennial 
year there were at least sixteen full-scale 
editions of Burns, and in 1897 four pub
lishers tardily tried to capture part of the 
market for what must have seemed an 
insatiable appetite for Burns's poetry. 

Of these editions two stand out in their 
importance to the scholar. William 
Wallace undertook a complete recension 
of The Life and Works of Robert Burns, 
originally edited by Robert Chambers (4 
vols., 1856-7), which was itself the end 
product of editing begun by Chambers in 
1838. As would be expected, all of these 
editions were published by the firm of W. 
& R. Chambers of Edinburgh. Wallace, 
perhaps through the firm of Chambers, 
was able to get access to forty-one pre
viously unpublished letters. Two years 
after the centenary he published Robert 
Burns and Mrs. Dunlop: Correspondence 
Now Published in Full for the First Time in 
which the text of thirty-three letters was 
published for the first time, and several 
other letters were published complete for 
the first time. These new letters were at 
that time in the collection of R. B. Adam, 
having been purchased from the Dunlop 
estate at Lochryan; the collection is now 
housed in the Pierpont Morgan Library in 
New York. So as concerns previously 
unpublished material, Wallace carried the 
day. 

B 

There was, however, another important 
publishing scheme afoot. The Edinburgh 
firm of T. C. & E. C. Jack also decided to 
publish a major edition of Burns to mark 
the centenary. William Ernest Henley was 
asked to edit the work, which was to 
include all the known poems and songs, 
with the exception of the material in The 
Merry Muses of Caledonia. Henley was no 
stranger to Edinburgh: he had been 
hospitalised there for twenty months 
(when he first met Robert Louis 
Stevenson) and had then returned to 
Edinburgh to edit the newly-founded Scots 
Observer, leaving again for London in 
1892. 

It soon became obvious that someone 
living in Scotland would be needed and 
Thomas Finlayson Henderson (1844-1923) 
was enlisted into the project. Before the 
appearance of the first volume of the 
Centenary Edition, as it was to be called, 
Henderson 's name had been added as a full 
editorial partner in the undertaking. What 
the agreement was between Henley, 
Henderson and the firm of Jack is not 
known, but while still working on Volume 
I of the edition Henley wrote that his 
co-editor was 'invaluable.' 1 Henderson was 
certainly steeped in Scottish lore and 
internal evidence suggests that a good deal 
of the annotation in the Centenary edition 
was the work of the somewhat whimsical 
Scot. Another person whose help was 
enlisted was Walter Blaikie, whom Henley 
knew from the Observer. 

I do not know if it was originally 
intended to issue the set all at one time; if it 
was, that plan was soon abandoned. The 
first volume contained the poems as they 
had appeared in the Kilmarnock 1786 
volume, followed by those added in the 
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1787 Edinburgh volume and then those , 
added to the 1793 edition. Scottish dialect 
words were glossed in the margin, and 
where notes were appended at the end of 
the volume this too was marginally indi
cated. This happy choice of layout has 
made the Henley & Henderson edition one 
of the easiest to use for scholars and 
general readers alike. A five-page Editors' 
Preface precedes the text of Vol. I. Vol. II 
(1896) contains the remainder of Burns's 
poetry, including 'The Jolly Beggars'. Vol. 
III (1897) contains the songs which Burns 
contributed to James Johnson's Scots 
Musical Museum and George Thomson's 
Select Collection of Original Scottish Airs. 
Neither of these later volumes contains a 
Preface. Vol IV (1897) opens with a 
six-page Editors' Preface. 

Henley & Henderson also announced a 
Glossary (which appeared only in Vol. IV) 
which would be needed by some Scottish 
readers as well as English. Though at the 
writing of the Preface (it is dated January 
1, 1896) the succeeding volumes were not 
yet prepared, the editors were true to their 
word: the pages devoted to notes in the 
edition come to over 60% as many as those 
containing the text. The promised glossary, 
too, is a substantial one--62 pages of it. Of 
course Burns himself, recognising the 
possibility that his readers would not 
necessarily understand all of his vocabu
lary, had appended a short glossary to his 
1786 volume, and had considerably en
larged it when he brought out his Edin
burgh volume in 1787, because his wider 
audience would be even less likely to be 
familiar with some of his 'Scottish dialect'. 
It is instructive to compare Burns's defini
tions with those in the Henley & Hender
son edition. To take an example chosen at 
random: the word skiegh which Burns used 
in 'The Auld Farmer's New-Year Morning 
Salutation to his Auld Mare, Maggy' and 
which he glossed 'mettlesome, fiery, 
proud', is a definition which surely better 
fits Maggy than the Henley & Henderson 
'skittish'. There can be no doubt that 
Burns had this poem in mind when he 
compiled his glossary, because he used the 
word only once in that volume. Still, while 
one may cavil about the editors' glossing, it 
served and continues to serve its purpose 
admirably. 

The first Preface sets out the aims of the 
editors: ' ... it is as nearly complete as 
existing canons of taste will permit' (I, v). 
Certainly both the editors knew of The 
Merry Muses, and they mention using the 
then unique copy of the 1799 edition, now 
the Rosebery copy. In keeping with their 
stated adherence to 'existing canons of 
taste' they do not include the bawdy poems 
from the collection. The establishment of 
the text is described thus: 

A chief object with the Editors has been the 
preparation of a text as nearly classic as a 
systematic and, in so far as might be, an 
exhaustive collation of authorities-books, 
proof-sheets, tracts, broadsides, periodicals, and 
MSS-Could secure (I, v-vi). 

Of their critical aparatus the editors wrote: 

... the Editors have done their best to restrict 
themselves to essentials, and to state their facts 
and theories as briefly as is consistent with 
exactness of effect. All the same, the sum of 
their commentary bulks formidably ... [in part 
because Burns] was the satirist and singer of a 
parish: so that even in his own time much of his 
verse, though it survives as verse of genius, was 
intelligible through all its niceties of meaning to 
his fellow-parishioners alone (I, vii). 
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From the Editors' Preface to the first 
volume it is evident that they were given a 
great deal of assistance for their project. 
With William Scott Douglas's excellent 
six-volume Works of Robert Burns 
(1877-9) as a model, Henley had to aim 
high. It would appear that he had seen the 
material which Wallace was to publish, 
mentioned above, for he wrote on August 
9, 1895, 'over fifty of his letters (R. B.'s), 
unpublished [had been shown to him J ... 
to do with as I will'. 2 The figure was 
somewhat inflated, unless he had also seen 
those letters Wallace was to publish in 



1898, in which case the total number would 
have been closer to eighty. Was the 
decision not to include Burns's corres
pondence Henley's own, thus leaving it to 
Wallace to incorporate these new letters 
into his edition, or did Wallace already 
intend publishing them, and merely 
showed them to Henley as a courtesy? The 
former suggestion would appear to be the 
case. In any event Henley saw his edition 
as being quite different from previous 
ones, 'experimental in a way'3 he called it 
when explaining why the first volume was 
taking so long to get ready. 

The edition was indeed different in the 
thoroughness with which it went into the 
genesis of Burns's poetic forms, his debts 
to Allan Ramsay and Robert Fergusson 
and the ballad tradition. In the Editors' 
Preface we find this assessment of the poet: 

Genius apart, in fact, he is ultimus Scotorum, 
the last expression of the old Scots world, and 
therein the culmination of a school deep-rooted 
in the past, which, by producing such men as 
Dunbar and Scott and Alexander Montgomerie, 
as Ramsay and Fergusson and the nameless 
lyrists of the song-books, made it possible for 
him to be (I, ix). 

Thus we find Henley & Henderson saying 
half a century earlier than Hugh 
MacDiarmid what the latter took as a 
slogan for the Scottish renaissance-'Not 
Burns-Dunbar'. 

One example of the thoroughness of the 
edition may be cited. 'A Red, Red Rose' 
is, by any measure, one of the finest songs 
in the language and one of Burns's greatest 
achievements. The text covers less than 
one page of Vol. III, whereas the notes 
cover more than four pages in considerably 
smaller type. In these notes the editors 
trace no less than nine earlier songs which 
contained ideas or phrases which appear in 
the sixteen lines of Burns's song. The note 
points out that the earlier forms of the song 
are poor stuff, so that even though 'every 
single stanza-exquisite examples of his art 
though all four be-is borrowed' (III, 402), 

the end result has been to raise mediocrity 
to the level of high art. 

Although it is by no means uncommon 
for a Life of the author to appear in the last 
volume of a collection of his works, 
particularly if the volumes come out at 
intervals, the more common practice is for 
the Life to form the opening volume or 
volumes. Occasionally, too, the Life, 
although it begins the set, does not actually 
appear until the other volumes have been 
issued. Henley and the firm of Jack may 
have decided to get the text out first 
because they suspected that the Life 
Henley planned would be a controversial 
one. As was mentioned, Vol. IV opens 
with an Editors' Preface, this one dated 
20th July, 1897. There follow 57 poems and 
songs, including 'lmprobables'. Then come 
notes, followed by four indices, to make a 
total of 229 pages. Henley's Life, the only 
part of the edition to be credited to a single 
editor, follows pages 231-341, succeeded 
by an index to the essay. The title on the 
unnumbered page 231 is: 'Life, Genius/ 
Achievement/By W. E. Henley'. The 
verso of the leaf contains the dedication: 
'Torr. F. Henderson/in Memory of/Much 
Difficult yet Satisfying/Work/His Fellow in 
Burns/W. E. H./Muswell Hill,/8th July 
1897' 

The Preface opens by reminding readers 
that the aims of the editors were outlined 
in the first volume. Here they expand on 
them somewhat, listing the four aims which 
they have had in preparing this edition. 
These are: 1) '. . . a classic text ... 
achieved by exhaustively collating all the 
available versions, whether printed or 
holograph' (IV, v); 2) giving readers ' ... 
the history ... and the local setting of his 
every several piece, together with an 
explanation of his chief allusions' and 
emphasising that Burns was 'a local poet' 
(IV, vi); 3) supplying ' ... a full and 
sufficient glossary' (IV, viii); and 4) 
attempting to 'define and determine the 
relations of Burns to the past ... ' because 
'no great poet was every more directly ··the 
product of immediate and remote fore-
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bears" than Burns' {IV, viii) and because 
'in him the school aforesaid culminated' 
(IV, viii-ix). The Preface ends almost 
defensively by calling those who would see 
the man 'other than he was and establish 
his reputation on a basis of falsehood' (IV, 
ix) the real enemies of the poet. 

Looking at it today we may say that 
Henley's Life certainly was an important 
study, although it was not as important as 
those in the Henley camp would have had 
us believe, nor as wrong-headed as 
Henley's detractors claimed. He fearlessly 
pointed to the absurdity of the more 
exaggerated claims about Mary Campbell, 
although he placed too much of the blame 
for the 'Marian Ideal' (IV, 286) on 
Stevenson, with whom he had had his 
famous quarrel in 1888, because the myth 
of Highland Mary was well in place long 
before R. L. S. wrote of her. Henley here 
was being petty. Where Henley appears to 
modern readers to have gone wrong was in 
dismissing the Dumfries years as mostly 
wasted. That Burns's interests changed 
radically after 1787 is obvious; before that 
date he was above all a poet-he then 
became a song writer. But to suggest, as 
Henley does, that the Dumfries period 
{from late October 1791) is one of 
debauchery and wasted talent, is to ignore 
some of the best things Burns ever wrote: 
'O saw ye Bonie Lesley', 'The De'il's awa 
wi' th' Exciseman', 'Highland Mary' (Ye 
banks, and braes, and streams around!fhe 
castle o' Montgomery), 'Duncan Gray', 
'Robert Bruce's March to Bannockburn', 
'A Red Red Rose', 'Song-For a' that and 
a' that' to name but a few. It is also to 
ignore the fact that Burns was a sick 
man-it is all very well to dismiss these 
later years by saying that he was a drunken 
embarrassment to friends, but after all 
Burns did die as a result of his illness. 
Henley, who was no stranger to ill-health 
himself, should have shown himself more 
understanding of the poet's situation. 
Throughout the essay Henley devotes little 
attention to Burns as song writer. Perhaps 
he was little attuned to songs. Finally there 
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is something almost shabby about the way 
in which Henley writes of 'Auld Long 
Syne': 

It passes for pure Burns; but was the phrase 
itself-the phrase which by his time had rooted 
itself in the very vitals of the Vernacular ... not 
priceless to him? Something or nothing may be 
due to Ramsay for his telling demonstration of 
the way in which it should not be used as a 
refrain. But what of that older maker and the 
line which Burns himself thought worth 
repeating, and which the world rejoices, and will 
long rejoice, to repeat with Burns:-'Should 
auld acquaintance be forgot' . .. (IV, 328). 

There is something ungenerous about this 
remark. Burns never denied, rather he 
stressed the fact, that he had taken this 
phrase from an older work. But Burns, as 
any reader of the Henley & Henderson 
edition could see from reading the notes to 
the edition, made a masterpiece from what 
was essentially unpromising material. 

The critical response to the Centenary 
Edition was, on the whole, favorable, with, 
as will be noted, exception taken by some 
Scotsmen. Several reviewers compared 
Henley's essay with that of Thomas 
Carlyle. The Scotsman wrote that 'nothing 
so worthy of attentive study as Mr. 
Henley's essay has been published since 
the Edinburgh Review passed judgement 
upon Lockhart's Life .. .' [by Carlyle] {p. 
i.).4 The Glasgow Record also liked the 
essay, calling it 'thoughtful, eminently 
critical, and finely suggestive' {p. ii). A 
'bracing freshness' was discerned by the 
reviewer of the Glasgow Mail, who 
complained that there had been hitherto 
'too much headlong irreflective, and ill
informed eulogism' while he applauded 
Henley's 'roughly expressed common
sense views' (p. iii). English publications 
were even more commendatory. To The 
Times the essay was 'Interesting, brilliant' 
(p. i); to The Athenaeum it was 'The 
crowning feature' of the edition (p. i); The 
Academy stated that 'The day of the Pious 
Editors ... is over' (p. iii). The Saturday 
Review went even further and declared 



that Henley 'has written nothing better 
than this essay, nothing more vivid and 
elastic in style, nothing in a more 
masculine temper, nothing that touches 
with a more competent freshness a 
hackneyed theme' (p. iii). The Daily 
Chronicle, the St. James's Gazette, The 
Standard, the Manchester Guardian and 
other publications echoed much the same 
praise. 

Henley had also expected controversy 
over the essay, and he got it. The 
indefatigable John D. Ross gathered 
together some of the most vituperative 
attacks on Henley's essay in a book 
entitled Henley and Burns or, the Critic 
Censured, being a Collection of Papers 
Replying to an Offensive Critique on the 
Life, Genius, and Achievements of the 
Scottish Poet (Stirling, 1901) which 
contains fifteen essays and excerpts from 
Burns Night speeches, all condemning 
Henley to a greater or lesser degree. Ross 
contributed a short Preface, and the 
collection concludes with a silly anony
mous poem entitled 'The Penurious 
Cockney'. Ross sets the tone for the 
volume in the Preface: '. . . a more 
contemptible or unsatisfactory piece of 
writing on the subject of Robert Burns 
never passed through my hands ... '(p. v). 
Stating that Henley 'glories' in painting 
Burns 'in the blackest of colours; he 
presumes, ridicules, insinuates; in fact, he 
goes so far with his theories, suspicions, 
and conclusions, that he not only misleads 
the reader, but insults him as well by 
publishing, and thereby inviting him to 
read, such trash' (p. vii). Ross was, of 
course, exactly the sort of person Henley 
knew would be up in arms over the Life. 
Ross spent a lifetime trying to refute any 
suggestion that the poet was anything but 
perfect, as a glance at Ross's astonishing 
'Bardolating' output will show. 

But Ross merely collected these attacks 
on Henley. Most of the pieces of criticism 
which Ross gathered are remarkable for 
the stridency of the refutation of every
thing which Henley had written in his 

essay. From The Scotsman: 'Mr. Henley is 
a Superior Person and he is conscious of his 
own superiority ... he refers in a lofty and 
distant way to the small persons who dared 
. . . to suggest that this Superior Person 
had not quite realised the standpoint from 
which Burns ought to be judged, and is 
judged by those who understand him' (p. 
1). From the Edinburgh Evening News: 
'Nemesis has overtaken Robert Burns. He 
has been edited by Mr. Henley' (p. 5). 
From The Greenock Telegraph: 'The 
design of W. E. Henley is to belittle Burns, 
not as a poet-that is beyond his power
but as a man. Our shilling critic puts the 
inspired peasant on a dissecting table and 
goes over him bone by bone, rib by rib, 
exposing all his faults, and revelling in his 
shortcomings' (p. 39). From Progress: 'It is 
a pity the editorship of so suberb an edition 
of Burns ... should have fallen into hands 
so incompetent as those of Mr. W. E. 
Henley' (p. 48). Some of the 'Immortal 
Memory' talks quoted by Ross are even 
more intemperate. John Sinton calls 
Henley 'devoid of reverence', and adds 
'The savage virulence of the malignant 
attack made by Mr. Henley upon the 
memory of the dead poet is only paralleled 
by that of the Scribes and Pharisees upon 
the living Christ' (p. 90). And so on. 

Henley was probably not, in fact, the 
best choice which the publishers could 
have made for a principal editor of Burns. 
Despite his familiarity with Edinburgh it is 
doubtful if he could have prepared the 
edition alone because he did not know 
Scotland and its inhabitants very well. But 
perhaps because of this limitation he was 
able to cut through the cant which had 
been so prevalent in Scottish assessments 
of Burns. Perhaps this sort of abrasiveness 
was needed so that fair-minded scholars 
and readers could go on to a more realistic 
understanding and appreciation of Burns. 
It may be that Henley did not really like 
Burns as a person, or perhaps even as a 
poet. In an unpublished letter to Robert 
George Windsor-Clive, Lord Windsor, of 
6th July (two days before the date of 
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Henley's dedication to Henderson) Henley 
wrote: 

Byron II is just getting under weigh. I lost a 
good three months in the beginning of the year. 
Then I had to fall to work on what will be, I 
hope, the anti-penultimate estimate of Burns. I 
began it on wrong lines, & it has been the devil's 
own business to push it together & to get it right. 
However, it's done now; & I hope you'll soon be 
able to tell me what you think of it, & that Byron 
II will prove as good in its way as Byron I. It is, 
believe me, an immense relief to be quit of 
Mauchline & Dumfries & back among mine own 
people. 5 

This avowal would seem to support whose 
who claimed that Henley was not the 
person to have taken on the difficult job of 
editing Burns, a job which no fair-minded 
person would deny badly needed to be 
done. To Henley the publication of his Life 
ended the affair, and he went on to other 
things. 

Henderson, on the other hand, con
tinued to publish books about Scotland. 
Not until after Henley's death in 1903 did 
he edit his own selection of Burns prepared 
for the German house Carl Winter in 1906. 
Henderson's 27-page Introduction to the 
edition adds little to the critical canon, nor 
did he try to break free from Henley, to 
whom he refers readers for further infor
mation. That same year Henderson pub
lished in Edinburgh The Auld Ayrshire of 
Robert Burns; two years earlier he had 
published Robert Burns, a short bio
graphical account of the poet. He also 
wrote and edited books on Mary Queen of 
Scots and James VI and I, and a book on 
Scottish ballads. Putting to work the 
editorial experience he had gained with 
Henley he edited in 1902 Sir Walter Scott's 
Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border in an 
edition which remains the standard text to 
this day. Finally he published in 1898 
Scottish Vernacular Literature: A succinct 
History, a work which has three times been 
reprinted. 

Henderson's Robert Burns, which he 

had the sensitivity not to publish until after 
the death of Henley, was probably meant 
as something of a palliative to the Scots 
who were still smarting from Henley's 
essay. Certainly Henderson's final estimate 
of Burns must be read as a gentle reminder 
to his readers that a good deal of what his 
co-editor had written about the poet was 
true. 

His increasing popularity ... is one of the most 
notable phenomena of Scottish social history 
... That popularity may manifest itself in forms 
that are often not a little bizarre, and sometimes 
more than not a little gross; but one may hazard 
a hope that, after the lapse of another hundred 
years, appreciation ... will have become less 
crude; and that admiration, having gained in 
adequacy and depth, will have declined in 
blatancy. 6 

With Henley, he admits to the 'partial 
failure' of Burns's life, and that it was 'a 
failure which also impeded his highest 
poetic ambitions'. But Henderson was 
somewhat more appreciative of Burns at 
his best, as lyrist and author of 'The Jolly 
Beggars' and 'Tam o' Shanter', than was 
Henley; these works, Henderson thought, 
'manifest his [Burns's] essential kinship 
with even the greatest of the world's bards' 
(p. 190). 

The Poetry of Robert Burns appeared, as 
was mentioned, in four volumes in 1896 
and 1897. The first volume has a preface 
dated lst January, the fourth a Preface 
dated 20th July. T. C. & E. C. Jack appear 
to have planned from the beginning to 
issue the set in several formats. What 
appears to be a set of the earliest state is in 
my possession. Tipped in on the half-title is 
a slip which reads: 'Possessors of BURNS 
MANUSCRIPTS, LETTERS, OR 
POEMS will greatly oblige the EDITORS 
by communicating with them c/o the PUB
LISHERS'. There is also tipped in at the 
first page of the Contents an errata slip, 
listing six errors. The one for page 225 
reads: 'for "omite" read "vomited" in 
margin' referring to a marginal gloss. A 



limitation, on the verso of the half-title 
reads: 'Library Edition Limited to 600 
copies for the United Kingdom and 150 
copies for America No . ... ' Apparently 
the first 600 were those destined for the 
United Kingdom; my set is numbered 327. 
The Harvard University set is apparently 
one of the 150 destined for America and is 
numbered 665. It differs from my set in the 
imprint, although the rest of the title page 
appears to be identical. The Harvard copy 
of Vol. I also has the slip concerning MSS 
but not the errata, although it is not 
possible to ascertain whether this was 
present at one time. One is led to believe 
that this slip was once present, because the 
errors have not been corrected in the text. 
What particularly distinguishes the Caxton 
group of the Henley & Henderson edition 
is the addition of 96 pages of Burns's songs 
set to music which are found bound in at 
the end of Vol. IV. 

What appears to be the second state of 
the set was issued about mid-March; my 
copy is a presentation from the publishers, 
inscribed: 'With the Publishers Compts. to 
Alex. Young 14th March 1896'. The 
binding of this set is of finer quality than 
that of the other edition, and the title page 
is in red and black, announcing etchings by 
William Hole, R. S. A. The slip about MSS 
is present, as is the errata. In this volume, 
however, a correction has been made at 
page 225, from 'omite' to 'vomite'-still 
not correct, of course. No other correc
tions have been made in the text. 

We may postulate that soon after the 
first volumes of these two sets were issued 
a limited large paper volume was brought 
out (No. 4). The verso of the half-title of 
this volume reads: 'ILLUSTRATED 
EDITION Ninety copies on Large Paper 
... ' My copy does not have the slip 
concerning MSS but it does have the errata 
slip, even though all the corrections have 
been made in the text. No subsequent 
edition has either of the slips. 

Also in 1896 a trade edition was issued in 
a cheaper binding and printed on cheaper 
paper (No. 5). At some indeterminate date 

No. 3 was reissued, but without a date on 
the title page (No. 6). T. C. & E. C. Jack 
also issued a 'cheap' edition of the set in 
1901 (No. 7) which was smaller and printed 
on thinner paper. The binding was of trade 
buckram. It had one engraving as a frontis
piece to Vol. I. Another set was undated 
(No. 8) and was issued by Jack from 
London and Edinburgh. It had less gilt on 
the binding than the 1901 edition, and had 
a lithographed rather than engraved 
frontispiece in Vol. I. This appears to 
complete the various sets issued by the 
house of Jack. 

The set was also sold by the firm of 
Caxton who issued it in at least three 
forms. No doubt by arrangement with 
Jack, the Caxton volumes are always 
bound in green cloth with quite distinctive 
lettering and ornamentation. The illustra
tions are also different from those in the 
various Jack sets. A variant of this edition 
consists of 24 copies on Japanese vellum. 

What was apparently the final 
appearance of the set in four volumes was 
the 1905 edition, limited to 1,000 copies, 
issued by the Collegiate Society of New 
York. In September 1897 Houghton 
Mifflin of Boston and New York issued a 
one-volume edition (several times 
reprinted) of the Henley & Henderson 
Burns. Henley's Life was reprinted in full, 
as was the poetry, but with the notes 
considerably curtailed. This volume was 
part of the Cambridge Series of poets 
which enjoyed enormous popularity for 
many years. 

Finally in 1926 Houghton Mifflin 
brought out a ten-volume Complete 
Writings of Robert Burns in an edition 
limited to 1,000 copies; the next year a 
'standard' edition was issued under the 
imprint of the Waverley Book Company of 
London. Six volumes were devoted to the 
poetry and songs, four to Burns's 
correspondence. Henley's essay appeared 
in the first volume, preceded by a short 
Introduction by John Buchan. The text of 
the poems and songs follows that esta
blished by Henley & Henderson, with the 



addition of seven which were previously 
uncollected. Several unpublished letters 
also appeared in the last four volumes. 

Listed below are details of the variants of the 
four-volume set which have been examined. 
Only Volume I has been noted in each instance. 
In addition to the usual abbreviations, the 
following have been used: 

B: black title page 
B & R: black and red title page 

These following abbreviations have been used to 
indicate the locations of copies examined: 

EU: Edinburgh University Library 
EUE: Edinburgh University, English Dept. 
Library 
GRR: copy in the collection of G. Ross Roy 
H: Harvard University Library 
M: copy in the Mitchell Library, Glasgow 
NLS: copy in National Library of Scotland 
Pr: copy privately owned 
USC: copy in the University of South 
Carolina Library 

NOTES 
I. [John Henry Robertson), W. E. Henley, by 

John Connell (pseud), (London, 1949), p. 
308. 

2. Ibid., p. 305. 
3. Ibid., p. 308. 
4. This and the following reviews are taken 

from the Opinions of the Press appended to 
the separate reprinting of Henley's Life in 
1898. The pages are numbered i through viii. 

5. Pierpont Morgan Library MS. MA 1617. I 
am grateful to the Trustees of the Pierpont 
Morgan Library for permission to quote 
from this letter, and to Herbert Cahoon for 
supplying the information about it. 

6. T. F. Henderson, Robert Burns (London, 
1904), pp. 188-9. 
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~ No. Date Binding Size Title Paper Illustrations Other 
Page 

1A 1896 Paper bds, cloth 23.0cm B unbleached 3 illus. from portraits; Imprint: Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack, Causewayside. 
spine, paper Arnold 2 facsimiles Library Edition; numbered 1-600 of which 600 are for the 
labels, uncut United Kingdom. Location: EUE, GRR, M. 

1B 1896 paper bds, cloth 23.0cm B unbleached 3 illus. from portraits; Imprint: Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin and 
spine, paper Arnold 2 facsimiles Company; Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack. Numbered 
labels, uncut 601-750. Location: H. 

2 1896 Japanese Limited to 24 numbered copies. Location: BL. 
vellum 

3 1896 Lt. Buff cloth 22.7cm B & R hand made, no 8 illus. from etchings by Imprint: Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack, Causewayside. 
gilt, t.e.g .. wmk, chain lines William Hole; 1 facsimile NLS accession 26 Mar. 1896; GRR Publishers' pres. 14 Mar. 
others uncut Errata slip, one correction. Location: EU, GRR, NLS. 

4 1896 Lt. Buff cloth 28.0cm B & R unbleached 8 illus. from etchings by Imprint: Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack, Causewayside. 
gilt, t.e.g., Arnold William Hole; 1 facsimile 'Illustrated Edition'; Ltd to 90 copies on L.p., numbered and 
others uncut signed. Location: GRR. 

1896 brown-red cloth, 22.2cm B hand made, no Frontis only-Skirving Trade edn of no. 1. Location: USC. 
paper label, wmk, chain lines portrait of Burns 
uncut 

6 nd Lt. Buff cloth, 23.0cm B & R hand made, no 8 illus. from etchings by Similar to no. 2 but undated. Location: GRR. 
gilt, t.e.g., wmk, chain lines William Hole; 1 lacs. 
others uncut 

7 1901 green cloth, gilt 18.lcm B machine made Frontis only-full length Imprint: Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack, Causewayside. 
spine and sides, portrait by Alexander Similar to no. 1. Location: GRR, M, NLS. 
t.e.g .. other Nasmyth, engr. 
edges cut 
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Page 

8 nd red cloth, gilt 18.6cm B machine made Frontis only-full length Imprint: Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack; 16 Henrietta Street, 
on spine only, portrait by Alexander W.C. and Edinburgh. Location: EUE, GRR. 
uncut 

9 nd green cloth, blind 21.6cm B machine made 15 illus., 5 in colour; Imprint: London: The Caxton Publishing Co. Location: GRR. 
stamped and gilt vignette on tp. 

10A nd green cloth, blind 21.6cm B machine made 15 illus., 5 in colour; Imprint: London: The Caxton Publishing Co; 84, 85, and 86 
stamped and gilt vignette on tp. Chancery Lane, W.C. Location: EU, GRR. 

10B nd [rebound] 21.Scm B & R machine made 5 illus. + 2 facsimiles Imprint: as 10 above. Vol. 1 only-a rogue? Location: NLS. 

11 nd as 9 above 21.5cm B machine made 15 illus., 5 in colour, Imprint: London: The Caxton Publishing Company, Limited; 
vignette on tp. Clun House, Surrey St., W.C. Location: GRR. 

12 nd as 9 above 21.6cm B machine made 15 illus .. 5 in colour, Imprint: London: Blackwood, Le Bas and Co.; 37 King Street, 
vignette on tp. Covent Garden, W.C. Location: USC, Pr. 

13 nd as 9 above 21.5cm B machine made 15 illus., 5 in colour, Imprint: London: Blackwood, Le Bas and Co. Location: M. 
vignette on tp. 

14 nd as 9 above 21.6cm B machine made [unknown]-but Imprint: Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack; Causewayside. Base 
apparently as nos. of spine reads T. C. and E. C. Jack' rather than 'Centenary 
9-13 Edition' as in nos. 9-12. Vol. 4 of a mixed set. Location: GRR. 

15 1905 3/4 morocco, 20.0cm B & R machine made 6 illus. + 1 facsimile; 3 Imprint: New York: The Collegiate Society. Location: GRR. 
mbld bds, gilt of the illus. (1 in colour) 
spine are from etchings by 

William Hole; 1 from an 
etching by F. Huth; 2 are 
from photographs. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Never stuck for a word 

THE CONCISE SCOTS DICTIONARY, editor-in-chief Mairi Robinson, Aberdeen University 
Press. pp 820 +xii. Price £17.50. 

When I was a small boy I was often told 
that I must have swallowed a dictionary. 
Indeed, among my earliest recollections of 
reading matter was a well-thumbed copy of 
an illustrated dictionary which had been a 
Daily Express giveaway during a prewar 
circulation campaign. For me, dictionaries 
were never dull works to be consulted 
sparingly when the spelling or meaning of a 
word were required, but rather a source of 
entertainment in themselves. Casting 
about for something to say on the subject, 
my eye roved along the bookshelves before 
my desk and I idly counted the diction
aries, only to find that their number is fast 
approaching three figures. I have even 
helped to swell their number, having been 
a Consultant on the recent Longman New 
Universal Dictionary and compiled lexi
cons of technical terms associated with 
numismatics and philately. For me, the 
publication of any new dictionary provides 
interest, immense fascination and endless 
pleasure. I can never pick up a dictionary 
to check the spelling of a word without 
becoming hopelessly enmeshed in a tangle 
of words, meanings and derivations, as my 
eye strays from column to column. 

No dictionary has given me greater 
pleasure, however, than the work under 
review. Of course, no lexicographer nowa
days starts completely from scratch. In this 
sense all lexicographers are standing on 
giant's shoulders, and Mairi Robinson has 
had before her the splendid example of the 
compilers of the Scottish National Dic
tionary and the Dictionary of the Older 
Scottish Tongue; but the task of distilling 
the essences of these two great works to 
form the core of the present volume must 
have been a formidable task. Moreover 
Scots, like any other living language, is 
constantly on the move. Dr. Samuel 
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Johnson, the father of English lexico
graphy, expressed this rather more ele
gantly in the preface to his dictionary in 
1755: 'there never can be wanting some ... 
who will consider that no dictionary of a 
living tongue ever can be perfect, since 
while it is hastening to publication, some 
words are budding, and some fading away.' 
For me personally, much of the value and 
fascination of this new dictionary is the 
comprehensive coverage of current usage, 
particularly in the astonishing range of 
examples of local idiom quoted 
throughout. 

Possibly the most useful section of this 
dictionary is that part which most casual 
users of dictionaries never trouble to study. 
Some thirty preliminary pages are devoted 
to a history of Scots, from its origins in 
Old English during the Middle Ages right 
down to the position at the present time, 
together with the geographical distribution 
of its dialects in areas, counties, regions 
and districts. Scots is, broadly speaking, 
the vernacular tongue of Lowland Scot
land, the area to the north, east and south 
of the Highlands, from Shetland to the 
Borders, but also including the Scottish 
enclaves in Ulster and influencing the 
English speech of the Highlands and 
Islands. Old English was the language of 
the Anglian peoples who settled in south
eastern Scotland from the seventh century 
onwards. By the twelfth century it was the 
language of the south-east and southern 
Scotland. From the time of King David I 
(1124-53) it gradually expanded up the east 
coast, but simultaneously it was under
going important changes as it came under 
the influence of Scandinavian and Flemish 
migrants. Continuous written records of 
Early Scots begin in 1376 with Barbour's 
Brus, and from 1424 onwards we have the 



statutes of the Scottish Parliament. By the 
sixteenth century Older Scots was quite 
distinct from Tudor English, though 
closely related, as are the Scandanavian 
languages of the present day. The Refor
mation from 1560 onwards accelerated the 
process of anglicizing Scots, although this 
tendency had existed at a much earlier 
date. It has continued down to the present 
time, hastening in the nineteenth century 
with the advent of cheap newspapers and 
going on today under the relentless pres
sure of television and radio. 

Ironically, few Scotsmen had any strong 
feeling for the linguistic identity of Scots 
until the seventeenth century, at a time 
when anglicization was well-established 
and the vernacular was beginning to sound 
archaic. As the influence of Standard 
English has become more pervasive, so the 
interest in the vernacular has increased. 
Today Scots, no less than Gaelic, is 
threatened with extinction; but it is 
extremely heartening to note that interest 
in the native tongues of Scotland seems to 
be gathering strength in direct proportion 
to those external threats. In recent years 
both radio and television have done much 
to rectify matters so far as Gaelic is 
concerned, both in such admirable pro
grammes as Can Seo for learners, and in 
the wealth and variety of Gaelic pro
grammes offered at regional and national 
levels. Scots, on the other hand, is still 
sadly neglected by the media, but interest 
is as vigorous as ever, if the corres
pondence columns of The Scotsman and 
The Glasgow Herald are anything to go by. 

I am forcibly reminded that the only 
media attention to Scots was Parliamo 
Glasgow, Stanley Baxter's hilarious 
send-up of television language lessons 
using the Glasgow argot as its basis. 
Perhaps the neglect of Scots springs from 
the widely held view that Scots is not a 
language in its own right, but merely a 
dialect of English. Modern Scots is a mixed 
and variable speech serving as the 
country's everyday vernacular, but now no 
more than that, and all conversation 

beyond purely local and intimate settings is 
in Standard English. Scots as a living 
language has long since disappeared. 

So why should we bother with Scots at 
all? Dr. Robinson argues for national 
language status on the grounds that Scots 
possesses several attributes not shared by 
any regional English dialect. This dic
tionary itself is proof of this; for it contains 
a far larger number of words, meanings 
and expressions not current in Standard 
English than any of the English dialects 
could muster, and many of its pronuncia
tions are strikingly different from their 
Standard English equivalents. Above all, 
what distinguishes Scots is its literature. 
Nowhere in the English-speaking world is 
there a dialect literature which remotely 
compares with Scottish literature for anti
quity, extent, variety and distinction. This 
ranges from the great medieval makars to 
'distinguished modern performers' such as 
Burns, Scott, Hogg, Hugh MacDiarmid, 
Lewis Grassie Gibbon and innumerable 
others. Furthermore, several regional 
dialects of Scots have developed their own 
not inconsiderable and distinguished 
literatures, notably North-Eastern Scots 
since the early eighteenth century, Shet
land since the nineteenth century, and 
Glaswegian from the beginning of the 
present century. In addition there is the 
large body of Scottish folk-song, the 
diluted mainstream Scots of the newspaper 
comic strips and the cartoons and of the 
Scots pantomime comic. 

Of the 800-odd pages of the dictionary 
itself, ranging from a (six separate entries) 
to zulu (a fishing-boat of the Moray and 
Clyde Firths), there is an infinite amount 
of material that will inform, entertain and 
provoke thought or a sly chuckle. I have 
always had a particular interest in words 
and meanings derived from personal and 
place names. I had long been painfully 
aware of the meaning of Lochgelly, in the 
context of corporal punishment in our 
educational establishments, but I never 
knew that a Lockerbie lick meant a gash or 
wound on the face-as opposed to a 
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Kirkcaldy stripe, which is a textile pattern. 
Most of the words derived from persons' 
names-Buchanite, Macmillanite, Gib
bite, Howdenite, Sandemanian, Camer
onian-seem to relate to obscure and 
extremely fanatical religious sects, which 
probably tells us something about the 
Scottish character. Incidentally I note that 
Mackay itself merits an entry, in the sense 
of 'the real Mackay' which we are here told 
means 'the genuine article or the true 
original; specifically a brand of whisky 
so-named late 19th century'. Other dic
tionaries, however, give the derivation of 
the phrase 'real Mackay' from the true 
chief of the clan Mackay, a position often 

disputed. 
I wish that I had had this dictionary 

handy when arguing with Professor David 
Daiches over the spelling of chiel or chield, 
which he stoutly maintained should be 
cheeld. This dictionary contains no men
tion of the latter at all, though it also gives 
cheld and chi/de as local variants. 
Doubtless this admirable volume will settle 
many arguments and every pub should 
have a copy. Would that every household 
in Scotland had a copy as well, for 
browsing through and dipping into at 
random, if only to acquaint us with the 
phenomenally rich legacy of our language. 

Your obliged and very humble servant 
THE LETIERS OF ROBERT BURNS. Edited by G. Ross Roy. Two volumes, pp 493 +xiv, 
and pp 521 + xxi. Clarendon Press, Oxford. Price £45 per volume. 

Interest in the prose works of Robert 
Burns, notably his correspondence, has 
tended to lag well behind his poems. Old 
traditions die hard, and the tendency to 
disparage Burns as a letter-writer con
tinued well into the present century. The 
late Professor J. De Lancey Ferguson, 
however, did much to dispel this dispar
agement in 1931, when he published his 
definitive edition of the poet's letters. For 
the first time, this brought together all the 
letters and fragements of letters then 
known to exist. For the first time also the 
full extent of the vandalism practised by 
Currie and Cromek was revealed. The 
former, in particular, served Burns 
exceedingly badly, deleting whole pas
sages, and cobbling two letters (which may 
have been written months apart) together 
to create the impression of a single entity 
when the parts might have been composed 
in different circumstances and moods. 
Currie's worst sin, however, was to alter 
passages and interpolate his own words. 
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Probably the most celebrated example of 
this concerns the letter from Burns to John 
McMurdo, accompanying his manuscript 
collection of bawdry subsequently known 
as the Merry Muses of Caledonia, with the 
sentence interpolated 'A very few of them 
are my own'-a complete fabrication on 
Currie's part; but the worthy doctor 
tampered with the poet's letters on many 
other occasions. 

Apart from the well-meaning butchery 
of early editors, Burns suffered from early 
critics who regarded his letters with faint 
praise at best, and vociferously expressed 
their reservations as a rule. Scott, Lockhart 
and Carlyle were dismissive, while Francis 
Jeffrey condemned the letters which 'seem 
to have been nearly all composed as 
exercises, and for display. There are few of 
them written with simplicity or plainness; 
and though natural enough as to senti
ment, they are generally very strained and 
elaborate in the expression ... ' Jeffrey's 
opinion was almost entirely based on the 



180 letters published in Currie's first 
edition (1800), most of which were formal 
communications to patrons and social 
superiors, from which all the really 
personal passages had been cut out. 
Cromek added some 80 letters, many of 
which were more personal in content, but 
the total of the Currie-Cromek letters 
amounted to only about a third of the 
known Burns letters and many were in
complete or garbled. Succeeding editors 
added a few more, but it was not until the 
early years of this century that modern 
standards of scholarship were applied to 
Burns's correspondence. 

Probably some of the disappointment 
which early critics felt in reading the letters 
was due to the contrast between what they 
expected and what they found. The letters, 
many of which show great polish, elegance 
and urbanity, did not fit in with their view 
of Burns as the heav'n-taught ploughman, 
the peasant-genius who produced poetic 
masterpieces by pure inspiration. They 
were unable or unwilling to comprehend 
that Burns was, in fact, a highly educated 
man. Burns regarded letter-writing as a 
creative art in its own right, to judge by the 
immense care he took over his composi
tions. He invariably made drafts of them 
first, and on two occasions-the Glen
riddell and Don manuscripts-made col
lections of what he himself regarded as his 
best efforts. 

That there are passages in some letters 
which we would nowadays consider man
nered is not in doubt; on the other hand, 
Burns reveals his warmth, passion, humour 
and personality in his correspondence, 
even in brief notes of a trivial nature. It has 
become fashionable to decry the 'Shake
speare's laundry-bill' school of letter
editing, that publishes even the most 
ephemeral trifle devoid of literary merit. 
To be sure, the combined efforts of De 
Lancey Ferguson and Ross Roy do include 
some brief and business-like notes, but 
even they help to convey something of the 
poet's life and times. Several letters were 
written on Excise business and provide us 

with a tantalising glimpse of the poet's 
official duties; but one imagines that many 
more must have existed at one time-and 
may well still remain to be rediscovered 
some day. 

The chief interest of the letters undoub
tedly is the light they shed on the poems. 
The majority of the extant letters were 
written to accompany copies of poems and 
songs, addressed to friends, patrons or his 
publishers, and the text of these letters 
often provides an invaluable commentary 
on the poems. There is also a great deal of 
material for the social historian, often 
information 'between the lines'. 

For many years now the De Lancey 
Ferguson edition of the letters has been out 
of print, a rare work which commands a 
high price in the antiquarian book trade. I 
mention this because it may seem on the 
face of it that the new edition is exorbitant 
at £90 a set, but apart from the sheer value 
of the contents, as now presented by 
Professor Roy, I have the feeling that this 
edition, too, is destined to become much 
sought after by bibliophiles in years to 
come. In any case, the pleasure will remain 
long after the price has been forgotten. 

Ross Roy has brought to bear a con
siderable amount of erudition and exper
ience in the collation and compilation of 
this edition. The text is scrupulous and 
painstakingly accurate and is as close as 
one could every hope to get in a purely 
verbal setting, without providing actual 
facsimiles of each letter. He has tracked 
down every extant manuscript, now dis
persed to every corner of the globe. The 
miracle of modern photocopying tech
niques, of course, must have lightened the 
task, but it has involved the careful 
transcription of over 700 letters. In some 
cases this has entailed the piecing together 
of fragments which were cut up by previous 
owners to accompany the several poems 
which had originally accompanied them. 

In the 1931 edition, Professor Ferguson 
produced an excellent introduction which 
not only traced the development of Burns 
as a belletrist and the published collections 
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on which Burns consciously modelled his 
prose style, but also gave a succinct 
account of the gradual evolution of critical 
scholarship applied to Burns's letters down 
to the time of the Chambers-Wallace 
edition of 1896 and the limited edition of 
letters which had subsequently come to 
light and which was published in Boston in 
1927 under the editorship of Francis H. 
Allen. Since 1931 most of the great private 
collections about which Ferguson wrote 
have been broken up or bequeathed to 
public institutions. The only collection still 
intact in private hands is that formed by the 
fifth Earl of Rosebery. Sadly, the Honres
field Collection, owned by Sir Alfred Law 
when Ferguson collated the seventeen 
letters in it, cannot now be traced. 

In his introduction to the second edition, 
Professor Roy notes that 'there still remain 
over one hundred letters which at one time 
or another have been seen by editors but of 
which the present whereabouts are un
known'. Some letters which Burns wrote 
for publication probably suffered the usual 
fate of printer's copy, but at least we have 
them in their printed version. Other let
ters, however, may have been among the 
mass of papers which were entrusted to Dr. 
Currie. The fate of the Glenriddell Manu
scripts, which Currie's daughter-in-law 
presented to the Liverpool Athenaeum in 
1853 and which that worthy institution sold 
at auction in 1861, is well-known; but it is 

conceivable that many individual letters 
were lost or destroyed by the Currie 
family. William Smellie's biographer, 
Robert Kerr, averred that all of the poet's 
letters to that printer were burnt. Grace 
Aiken mentions the loss of Burns's letters 
to her father. Cromek alleged that Char
lotte Hamilton Adair burned the letters to 
Margaret Chalmers. Ross Roy mentions 
intriguingly the fine collection formed by 
John Reid of Glasgow, ruined when the 
Clyde flooded his house. 'Profound 
scepticism is the only safe attitude towards 
all such stories', he adds, and cites the case 
of the three letters which William Niven is 
alleged to have destroyed, but which 
turned up in 1929. He derives some com
fort from such recent resurrections as the 
Malahide Boswell papers and the sup
pressed poems of Emily Dickinson, 
nourishing the hope that the letters to 
Smellie and Margaret Chalmers may yet 
reappear. 

The letters are listed in chronological 
order, the earliest being written to William 
Niven on 29th July 1780 and the last being 
the poignant epistle to his father-in-law 
James Armour on 18th July 1796. Half a 
dozen letters of uncertain date have been 
added at the end. Two appendices give 
Currie's list of letters addressed to Burns 
and brief biographical details of the poet's 
correspondents, and both volumes are fully 
indexed. 

Butay a Heart aboon them a' 
THE LAUGHTER OF LOVE: A STUDY OF ROBERT BURNS by Raymond J. s. Grant. 
Detselig Enterprises Ltd, Suite 205, 417-14th Street, Calgary, Alberta, T3A 2G3. pp 207. 
$17.95 (paperback) $27.95 (case-bound). 

Of the making of biographies of Burns 
there is seemingly no end. This work, by 
the Professor of English in the University 
of Alberta, does not seek to rival the 
scholarship and eloquence of such illus
trious predecessors as Crawford, Daiches, 
De Lancey Ferguson and Hecht. Instead, 
his modest aim 'is to discuss the common 
man's Rabbie Burns', and this book is a 
simple labour of love. 
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As the title implies, it explores the 
timeless and global appeal of Burns, par
ticularly in the context of Scottish humour. 
Mr. Grant concentrates on the enigma of 
Burns 'a writer at once so quintessentially 
Scottish that he is Scotland's national poet 
and at the same time so universal in his 
appeal that world-wide acclaim is given to 
his works and their sentiments. No other 
poet from any other country has this twin 



impact on his native heath and on the 
world as a whole, and the puzzle begs 
solution just as much as the joke craves 
explication.' This volume examines the 
joke and the puzzle in some detail. Pro
fessor Grant analyses the institution of the 
Burns Supper, the role of humour in 
Burns's works, both poetry and prose, the 
image of the ploughman poet, of the 
biography of the patriotic and political 
poetry, the treatment of the Devil and 
Hell, of the handling of the topics of drink 
and the sins of the flesh, the effects of 
satire, and above all, of the pathos of the 
love poems. For him the essence of Burns 
and his poetry is, indeed, the laughter of 
love. 

In exploring the reasons for Burns's 
immense world-wide popularity, Professor 
Grant also delves into the Scottish national 
identity and Scots humour, especially as 
manifested at Burns Suppers. The book is 
liberally interspersed with jokes and 
anecdotes, as well as profuse quotations 
from Burns's poems and letters. The result 
is an extremely lively, entertaining and 
provocative book which should have uni
versal appeal. Grant has not flinched from 
quoting detractors-not of Burns himself, 
but of the 'Burns cult'. Sad to say, some of 
the most strident in their condemnation 
(surely borne of abysmal ingorance) are 
Scots themselves. Alistair Maclean, Hugh 
McDiarmid and David Daiches are among 
those whose denigrations of the Burns cult 
in general and Burns Suppers in particular 
are quoted at length. Professor Grant 
dismisses them rightly for 'this unthinking 
blanket condemnation of the Burns Supper 
from the Olympian height of the ivory 
tower of academe'-though I hardly think 
this applies to Alistair Maclean, a tax exile 
who made his pile out of ripping yarns. 

One curious omission from this 
otherwise very comprehensive book is any 
reference to the Burns Federation. This is 
all the more surprising as Professor Grant 
deals pretty thoroughly with manifesta
tions of the Burns cult throughout the 
world in every other respect. A curious 
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feature is the section headed 'A Burns 
Country Itinerary' which appears to have 
been tacked on as an afterthought, par
ticularly as it comes after the Notes and 
Select Bibliography. Afterthought it may 
be, but it provides a lightning tour of the 
Burns Country accompanied by eleven 
full-colour photographs. Unfortunately the 
poet's residence in the last few years of his 
life is captioned Bum's (sic) Death-House, 
Dumfries! 

In reviewing books it very seldom falls to 
my lot to comment on their external 
appearance. The full-colour dust-jacket of 
this production is something of a curate's 
egg. The front reproduces an eye-catching 
painting by Ted Tilby, one of North 
America's foremost portraitists, and has as 
its central motif an oval cartouche con
taining a portrait of Burns, after the 
manner of Nasmyth, surrounded by a 
montage of eighteen scenes or allegories 
alluding to events in the poet's life and 
some of his most famous compositions. A 
footnote to the caption intriguingly points 
out that 'a lithograph of this Portrait 
Biography is available', though from whom 
and at what price are not stated. Most 
books carry a 'blurb' about the author and 
occasionally include a photograph. The 
blurb in this case occupies the back cover 
and tells us that Raymond Grant is a native 
of Aberdeen, with a first class honours 
degree as well as a Cambridge doctorate. 
He is Professor of Anglo-Saxon at the 
University of Alberta and an authority on 
Old English. He has delivered papers on 
Burns at conferences of the Samuel 
Johnson Society and proposed the 'Immor
tal Memory' at Burns Suppers all over 
Alberta. A straightforward portrait of Pro
fessor Grant would, I think, have been 
more in keeping than the 'wally shot' of the 
portly tourist cuddling up to Souter 
Johnny, with the caption 'The Author at 
Work in Kirkoswald'; but then I suppose 
that is very much in keeping with the 
light-hearted-not to say jokey
atmosphere of this book. 
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The meikle Ursa-Major 
A JOURNEY TO THE WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND by Samuel Johnson. With an 
Introduction and Notes, edited by J. D. Fleeman. Clarendon Press, Oxford. pp 371 + lx. 
£35.00. 

In 'The Fete Champetre' Burns 
enumerated the possible candidates for 
Parliament and asked: 

Or will we send a man o Law? 
Or will we send a sodger? 

Or him wha led o'er Scotland a' 
The meikle Ursa-Major? 

The allusion in the last line is to the 
famous quip by Alexander Boswell of 
Auchinleck who, hearing his son James 
speak of Samuel Johnson as a great 
luminary, quite a constellation, remarked 
'Yes, Ursa-Major!' The scientific name for 
the Great Bear does not appear to have 
stuck to Johnson, but it was by no means 
inappropriate for a man who has left such 
an impact on journalism, lexicography and 
English literature in general. Dr. Johnson 
has an enduring reputation also as being 
something of a Scotophobe, due in large 
measure to his well-known aphorism about 
the noblest prospect which a Scotchman 
ever sees being the high road that leads 
him to England. As one whose liveli
hood-apart from work for the Burns 
Federation-is entirely south of the 
Border, I recall that remark every time I 
bowl down the M74 or take the train over 
the Sark bridge. Nothing particularly anti
Scottish in that! One might take more 
exception to the incident when he was 
introduced to James Boswell who rather 
foolishly admitted 'I do indeed come from 
Scotland, but I cannot help it', whereupon 
Johnson riposted 'That, Sir, I find, is what 
a very great many of your countrymen 
cannot help.' Unkind perhaps, but pro
bably as true in 1763 as it is today. 
Something of the Little Englander, the 
innate xenophobe, is revealed in his out
burst to Boswell 'Sir, it is not so much to be 
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lamented that Old England is Jost, as that 
the Scotch have found it.' Then, of course, 
there is his much-quoted definition of 
oats-'a grain, which in England is 
generally given to horses, but in Scotland 
supports the people', which moved Lord 
Elibank to retort 'Very true, sir, but where 
in the world will you find such horses, and 
such people?' 

Raymond Grant, who quotes this 
incident in his book (reviewed above) goes 
on to recount an apocryphal tale about 
Johnson's tour to the Western Isles with 
Boswell. The great man was persuaded to 
try haggis. The testy old scholar ate a 
heaping helping, and the serving girl 
timidly asked him what he thought of it. 
Johnson growled out the comment that 
haggis was perhaps fit for swine, to which 
the girl replied 'In that case, doctor, will 
you be after wanting a second helping?' 

That smacks of esprit d' escalier, the 
smart reply which only comes to you on the 
way downstairs from the salon where you 
should have thought of it earlier. In truth, 
Johnson's Scotophobia was a light-hearted 
pose which he usually struck for his boon 
companion and biographer, Boswell. It 
was Boswell who persuaded Johnson to 
visit Scotland and, in fact, accompanied 
him on his celebrated journey to the 
Western Isles. As far back as July 1763 
Johnson had expressed this wish to his 
new-found friend, but it was not until 18th 
August 1773 that he and Boswell 'an active 
lively fellow' set off from Edinburgh. The 
tour ended in Glasgow on 28th October, 
although Johnson subsequently spent some 
time in Ayrshire, visiting Boswell's family 
home, and Edinburgh before returning to 
England on 22nd November. He reached 
his home in London on the evening of 
Friday 26th November and the following 



day wrote to Boswell to report his safe 
return. At the same time, however, he 
chased him up on a number of matters 
which were clearly connected with the 
compilation of an account of his journey. 
According to Thomas Campbell, Johnson's 
Journey was written in 20 days, although 
the completed manuscript was not deli
vered to his printer till 20th June 1774. The 
first copies were ready in time for Christ
mas-no mean feat for an edition of 4,000 
copies of a book of 336 pages-and even 
that was subject to considerable delay at 
the printer's while Johnson spent several 
weeks in Wales. 

Interest in Johnson's journey had been 
keen, while it was still in progress. Boswell 
himself had contributed a series of reports 
to the Caledonian Mercury, which were 
reprinted in other Scottish newspapers. A 
summary of the trip appeared in the 
Edinburgh Evening Courant on 10th 
November with the comment 'Dr. Johnson 
is preparing an account of this tour for the 
press in which the learning, prejudices and 
pedantry of the celebrated Lexicographer 
will be fully displayed.' On 25th August the 
London Packet remarked the inconsistency 
between Johnson's professed dislike of the 
Scots and his visit to their country. Robert 
Fergusson, Burns's elder brother in the 
Muse, published sarcastic verses on 
Johnson's visit to St. Andrews in the 
Edinburgh Weekly Magazine: 

lmprimis, then, a haggis fat, 
Wee! tottl'd in a seything pat, 
Wi spice and ingans wee! ca'd thro, 
Had help'd to gust the stirrah's mow, 
And plac'd itsel in truncher clean 
Before the gilpy's glowrin een. 

Secundo, then a gude sheep's head 
Whase hide was singit, never flead, 
And four black trotters cled with girsle, 
Bedown his throat had learn'd to hirsle. 
What think ye neist, o gude fat brose 
To clag his ribs? a dainty dose! 
Too gar the Doctor skirl, 0 Drouth! 

Other correspondents exercised their wit in 
observations on a fictitious excursion to the 

Isle of Bute, on the Dictionary definition 
of oats, on Johnson's inability to find food 
in the Highlands, on the benefits of his visit 
to the inhabitants of Skye, and on his 
alleged intention to promote the cultiva
tion of potatoes. Further interest was 
fuelled by the printer, William Strahan, 
showing James Macpherson some of the 
passages in Johnson's Journey which 
reflected upon him as the 'father of 
Ossian'. Macpherson immediately wrote to 
Johnson, demanding an apology for the 
imputation of forgery or fraud. Johnson 
retaliated with his famous repudiation: 'I 
shall never be deterred from detecting a 
Cheat by the Menaces of a Ruffian.' 

In this highly controversial atmosphere, 
the Journey was officially published on 
18th January 1775. The earliest, and 
hastiest, reviews commented rather super
ficially on Johnson's prejudices against the 
Scots and, on the other hand, his alleged 
Jacobitism. He was attacked for gullibility 
and scepticism, but by the end of the 
month more thoughtful serious reviews 
began to appear and these were generally 
favourable. Controversy continued to rage 
for several months and criticism tended to 
polarise along national lines, with the 
Scottish press generally (though not 
entirely) hostile. It is worth noting that 
then, as now, Scottish journalists were well 
entrenched in Fleet Street so that hostile 
comment appeared in those London 
periodicals, which were under Scottish 
editorial control. Johnson's alleged 
prejudice against the Scots became sub
merged in general invective against his 
Jacobitism (and so treasonable disloyalty 
to George III who paid his pension) and his 
illiberalism evident in his political 
pamphlets. He was thus simultaneously 
castigated as anti-Hanoverian and as a 
government toady! 

The controversy simmered for several 
years, periodically flaring up as other 
travel-writers added their contribution, 
most notably James Boswell himself, who 
published his own account of the tour in 
1785. Significantly, a more favourable view 
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of Johnson's observations was taken by 
John Knox who published his own Tour 
through the Highlands in 1787. Knox 
pioneered agricultural and fishery develop
ments in the Highlands and Islands and the 
growth of Oban, Tobermory and Ullapool 
date from his activities. A major effect of 
Johnson's account, however, was to focus 
public attention on the distress in the 
Highlands and Islands which induced the 
inhabitants to migrate to North 
America-a matter on which Burns felt 
constrained to pen his 'Address of Beel
zebub'. Agricultural experiments, intro
duced with the laudable aim of improving 
conditions, eventually led to the sheep
farming, absentee landlordism and the 
traumatic upheavals of the Clearances. Dr. 
Johnson's book is permeated with an 
undefined sense of the inevitable demise of 
the ancient Highland way of life. 

Another concomitant of Johnson's Tour 
was that its lively and elegant prose 
inspired many other Englishmen in the 
ensuing century to make similar exursions, 
and from this modest beginning developed 
the tourist industry of the Highlands, 
increasingly the mainstay of the Gaelic 
economy to this day. 

Mr. Fleeman has provided a succinct 
introduction. In addition, there is a 
plethora of textual notes and commentary 
occupying almost as much space as 
Johnson's text itself-those notes which 
Johnson himself regarded as 'a necessary 
evil'. There then follow fifteen pedigrees of 
the Highland families who gave Johnson 
hospitality, and an excellent chronology 
and topography which should enable 
devotees of Johnson and Boswell to retrace 
their steps pretty accurately. 

Misled by fancy's meteor ray 
ROBERT BURNS AND THE SENTIMENTAL ERA by Carol McGuirk. The University of 
Georgia Press, Athens, Georgia. pp 193 + xxviii. 

In 1759, the year of Burns's birth, 
Laurence Sterne published the first of two 
volumes of Tristram Shandy. In 1768 
Sterne explored the feelings and failings of 
one character from Tristram Shandy when 
he made him protagonist of A Sentimental 
Journey, the novel which gave wide cir
culation to a neologism, the adjective 
'sentimental'. The last four decades of the 
eighteenth century were the sentimental 
era whose writings, both poetry and prose, 
were dominated by Alexander Pope, 
James Thomson and William Shenstone. 
The last-named is all but forgotten 
nowadays-indeed he is chiefly remem
bered on account of the fulsome reference 
to him in the prefatory note by Burns in the 
Kilmarnock Edition. Other protagonists of 
the sentimental era who were much ad
mired by Burns and had a considerable 
influence on his writing included Henry 
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Mackenzie-Burns wore out three copies 
of Mackenzie's best-known work The Man 
of Feeling-and James Macpherson, per
petrator of Ossian. 

Shenstone, Mackenzie and Macpherson 
are somewhat neglected nowadays; this is a 
pity, as they had a considerable bearing on 
Burns's poems and letters. The sentimental 
era is a much misunderstood and over
looked literary epoch, and this book would 
be valuable if it did noting more than shed 
an interesting light on this period. But, of 
course, it goes very much further, by 
placing Burns in the context of his models. 

Burns's pose as the 'heav'n-taught 
ploughman' epitomises the sentimental 
era. It was a pose which he found con
genial, and it was one which readily ap
pealed to the intellectuals of Edinburgh in 
the winter of 1786 when the young and still 
relatively unknown poet arrived in the 
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capital. Primitive purity and rustic sim
plicity were ideals that captured the 
imagination of the sentimentalists. Senti
mentalist they might be, but Burns's early 
critics also had an ambivalent attitude 
towards poseurs. Henry Mackenzie's essay 
in The Lounger warned of the danger of 
awarding honour to poseurs-poets whose 
assertions of creative dominance take in 
the public for a while, but whose claims do 
not hold up. He then goes on to introduce 
'a poet of our own country', whom he 
hopes that he can 'safely pronounce ... a 
genius of no ordinary rank', if he is not 
'greatly deceived'-presumably by the 
·wiles of the poet himself, whose ad
versarial relationship to the critic and the 
public was constantly emphasised. Other 
critics were more patronising and con
descending. John Logan, in The English 
Review, wrote: 'Although he is by no 
means such a poetical prodigy as some of 
his malicious friends have represented, he 
has a genuine title to the attention and 
approbation of the public, as a natural, 
though not legitimate, son of the muses.' 
Even worse was the reaction of James 
Anderson who offered the advice, in The 
Monthly Magazine that Burns should 
abandon traditional Scots verse forms. 

Apart from the critics, Burns was soon 

disillusioned with the sentimental literati of 
Edinburgh. Subsequently his art took a 
new direction and he transcended his early 
models to create a poetry which Carol 
McGuirk describes as 'introspective yet 
intensely responsive, Scottish yet universal, 
simple in theme yet infinitely resonant in 
imagery and language.' In particular, she 
examines how Burns gave his poems their 
meaningful simplicity through the inven
tion of a poetic language that subtly blends 
such disparate elements as Ayrshire 
dialect, archaic words from Middle Scots, 
dialect words from other districts (notably 
the north-east), sentimental idioms and 
'high' English rhetoric. 

Burns has suffered badly at the hands of 
twentieth century critics who have accused 
him of a deficiency of imagination, a poet 
who drew his work exclusively from his 
own life and folk traditions. Carol 
McGuirk has gone a very long way in this 
highly perceptive study to rectify such 
misconceptions. She shows how Burns 
transformed those native traditions, giving 
the Scottish landscape and society a strong 
personal coloration that foreshadows, in 
gentle, optimistic tones, the more stormy 
introspection of the Romantic poets who 
were to follow in the next generation. 

Entering the Microchip Era 
STUDIES IN SCOTTISH LITERATURE, Volume XX, edited by G. Ross Roy, Department of 
English, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208, USA. pp342. 

With its twentieth volume Studies in Scot
tish Literature has embraced the new tech
nology and gone to word-processor and 
laser printer production. Professor Ross· 
Roy, in his Editorial, apologises in advance 
to his readers and contributors alike for 
any problems which may have escaped his 

notice until after publication, but is has to 
be said that no such apology is needed. 
This edition is a fine performance, well up 
to the standards of its predecessors in 
quality, and actually about ten per cent 
larger than last year's edition. In content it 
is as rich and varied as ever, with excellent 
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papers on Carlyle, Sterling and the 
Scavenger Age by Michael Timko, Henry
son's Fables by Gregory Kratzmann, 
Stevenson's The Merry Men by Tom 
Shearer, Smollett's Travels by Robert 
Kelley and Scott's Redgauntlet by Margaret 
Criscuola. Patricia J. Wilson has contri
buted an illuminating study of John Galt at 
work, as illustrated by the manuscript of 
Ringan Gilhaize, while Alistair M. 
McCleery hs given an account of the 
sources used by Neil Gunn in writing The 
Silver Darlings. Ian Campbell furnishes a 
fascinating insight into the prewar Scottish 
and English literati in respect of the project 
to publish a Festschrift for the late Lewis 
Grassie Gibbon. The project foundered on 
apathy and indifference and it is interesting 
to speculate what might have happened if it 
had got off the ground. 'It has taken 
several decades for the much slower 
growth of critical recognition, republica
tion and criticism, which the speedy 
appearance of a Festschrift, might have 
triggered in 1935 or 1936.' 

Apart from the extensive book reviews, 
which include a favourable notice of our 
own Centenary book, the chief interest of 
Volume XX is Richard C. Cole's article 
'Young Boswell defends the Highlanders'. 
Much of the work on Boswell in recent 
years has been done in America where 
access to the magnificent collection of 
Boswell papers at Yale University en
courages such endeavours. Richard Cole is 
Professor of English at Davidson College 
in the United States, which probably 
accounts for such infelicitous expressions 
as 'the House of Lords in the English 
Parliament' as the final court of adjudica
tion for the Scottish lawsuit Macdonell v. 
Macpherson in which the young Boswell 
acted on behalf of the Macdonell family 
over a period of four years (1766-70). 
Alexander and Ranald Macdonell, with 
their families and retainers totalling some 
80 Highlanders, held the lands of Aber
arder and Tullochrome from the Mackin
tosh of Mackintosh. At the conclusion of 
the 1745-6 Rebellion the lands inhabited by 
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these Macdonells were assigned by the 
Court of Exchequer not to Mackintosh but 
to a leading rebel, Evan Macpherson of 
Clunie, and were thus declared forfeit and 
available for sale. In 1766 the Reverend 
Robert Macpherson (no relation of 
Macpherson of Clunie), leased the estate 
and obtained an order removing the 
Macdonells. The Macdonells at first 
successfully petitioned against this, but the 
matter went from the Sheriff Court in 
Inverness to the Court of Session in 
Edinburgh which overturned an earlier 
ruling. It then went on appeal to the House 
of Lords who upheld the decision of the 
Court of Session in 1770. 

Boswell made a last-ditch effort on 
behalf of his clients, in the form of an 
impassioned petition to the Lords of Coun
cil and Session. This remarkable docu
ment, part legal and part highly emotive, 
argued the cause of the Highlanders whom 
he hoped if allowed to remain on their 
lands 'may live to be of eminent service to 
their country'. The Macdonells were 
evicted, the two sons of Ranald Macdonell 
became Army officers and served in 
Canada and India, most of the clansmen 
emigrated to North America, and the 
worthy reverend gentleman converted 
Aberarder and Tullochrome to sheep
grazing. This incident, in fact, was a 
forerunner of that tragic episode in Scot
tish history known as the Clearances, a 
process which continued unabated until 
exactly a hundred years ago. Such in
stances as this, however, were quite 
isolated in the eighteenth century. If 
anything the Highland landowners were 
anxious to prevent migration when clans
men were still a valuable commodity. It 
was the attempt of the Earl of Breadalbane 
and Mackenzie of Gairloch to prevent 500 
tenants of Macdonell of Glengarry from 
emigrating in 1786 that provoked Burns's 
bitter satire known as 'Address of Beel
zebub'. The irony is that these very self
same gentlemen later became some of the 
most avid 'improvers' by clearing their 
tenantry off their lands. 



In Guid Black Prent Again 
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS Edited by James A. Mackay, Alloway 
Publishing Ltd., Hastings Square, Darvel, Ayrshire, KA17 ODS. pp704 + 40 plates 
(many in colour). Price £9.95 + £2 postage and packing, from the Burns Federation, 
Kilmarnock. 

Since Robert Burns's book of poems 
Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect first saw the 
light of day on 31st July 1786, countless 
volumes and numerous reprints have ap
peared before the public. Many of these 
tomes contained spurious or doubtful 
verses. 

The Burns Federation, since its 
inception in 1885, had long wished to 
publish a single-volume edition, reason
ably priced, which would be regarded as 
the definitive edition. This wish has now 
been fulfilled in a joint venture between 
the Burns Federation and Alloway 
Publishing. 

The editor, James Mackay, is a noted 
and respected Burns scholar who has a 
large number of books to his credit, and 
has edited the Burns Chronicle for the past 
nine years. 

In this work he has shown painstaking 
attention to detail, and has clearly drawn 
upon all the best available sources. He 
freely and warmly acknowledges the great 
debt he owes to the late Professors Dewar 
and Kinsley for their Herculean efforts 
over 40 years in producing Kinsley's 
edition (Oxford. 1968). Maurice Lindsay 
also gets an acknowledgement for his 
finely-detailed Burns Encyclopaedia (3rd 
edition. 1980). Jim's modesty, however. 
has played down the amount of original 
research which he has done. particularly in 
unravelling some of the previously un
solved problems pertaining to the poems 
composed in the poet's Dumfries period. 

The poems and songs are set out so far as 
possible in date sequence. Most of them 
arc preceded by head-notes set in a bolder 

type. The notes allude to events, persons 
and circumstances relating to the particular 
verses. The notes in themselves are in
valuable in tracing the important events in 
the poet's life and times. 

The book is introduced by a concise and 
sympathetic account of the short and often 
troubled life of the Bard. No doubt there 
will be those who feel the fourteen pages 
devoted to this too short. but I don't think 
I have ever read such a comprehensive and 
succinct account, compressed as it is into a 
few pages, to set the scene and convey the 
character of the poet so well. 

To my mind, one of the outstanding 
features of his book is the extremely 
detailed Chronology of Burns's life-by far 
and away the best chronology to be found 
in any volume of the poems. Also included 
among the preliminary pages are the pre
face to the Kilmarnock Edition of 1786 and 
the Dedication to the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of the Caledonian Hunt, both 

·of which show the poet's attitude to the 
publication of his works. 

Many readers will find the marginal 
glossary of the Scottish words and expres
sions very helpful. and it avoids the 
necessity of having to refer constantly to 
the much fuller and more detailed glossary 
at the end of the book. I am sure that the 
comprehensive index will please readers as 
it gives not only first lines and titles. but all 
versions of alternative titles as well. This 
can save time and a great deal of frustra
tion for those readers unfamiliar with a 
particular poem or song. 

A list of Subscribers. running to no less 
than 42 pages is included at the back of the 
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book. listing the names of all those men 
and women from all over the world who so 
generously subscribed £15 each to enable 
this volume to be printed. Their names will 
appear in all subsequent reprints of the 
Souvenir Edition. Such is its enduring 
appeal that I am confident there will be 
many such reprints in the years ahead. 

At £9.95, the Souvenir Edition rep
resents excellent value. It has been pro
duced on the best quality paper, with 
heavy board covers, and is wrapped in an 
attractive deep red laminated cover with 
the inscriptions and Miers silhouette 
blocked in gold, to simulate the luxury 
bind of the Subscribers' edition. 

The reader will be rewarded with the 
many illustrations, some in full colour, 
throughout the book. Which leads me to 
the only point of criticism I could find: why 
is there no index of the illustrations? 
Perhaps this will be rectified in the first 
reprint which, I hope will be required very 
shortly. 

All in all, however, this is an outstanding 
book for the Burns devotee, the serious 
student or the casual reader, an excellent 
gift which would be warmly received by 
anyone, and above all, an achievement of 
which the Burns Federation can feel 
considerable pride. 

JI 

FEDERATION BURNS POSTER 
Elsewhere in this Chronicle, I mentioned a lithograph portraying Burns and showing 
scenes associated with his career. and lamented that no details were given of price or 
availability. Unbeknown to me, however, Peter Westwood, our indefatigable Publicity 
Officer, has been forging ahead with a comparable project. He commissioned the 
celebrated artist John Mackay, well-known for his book and magazine illustrations 
(notably in the Scots Magazine), to produce a series of vignettes alluding to events in the 
Bard's life, and illustrating a few of the highlights from his poems. Mr. Mackay not only 
charged only a nominal sum for this work, but has freely assigned his copyright to the 
Federation. The fifteen pictures, in full colour, surround a fine reproduction of the 
Nasmyth Portrait. 

The pictures show, clockwise: the publication of the Kilmarnock Edition (1786), the 
twa brigs o Ayr, the Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton, the exchange of Bibles with Mary 
Campbell. Burns the exciseman at Dumfries, the 'Januar wind' blowing against the poet's 
birthplace (1759). John Murdoch teaching Burns, Tam o Shanter being pursued by the 
witches. the mouse being disturbed by the plough. the Tam o Shanter Inn, Burns in 
Edinburgh (1787). a scene from the Jolly Beggars and the poet's last residence, in 
Dumfries ( 1796). The spandrels at the foot of the poster are occupied by quill pen and 
paper (left) and fiddle (right). symbolising Burns the poet and song-writer. 

The poster is now available at £2 (including postage and packing); or £1.50 to members 
of affiliated clubs if they undertake to collect them personally from the Federation H.Q. 

JAM 
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A living presence 
THE AYRSHIRE BOOK OF BURNS-LORE by Andrew M. Boyle. Alloway Publishing, 
Darvel, Ayrshire. pp 143. Price £3.95. 

Andrew Boyle, recently retired after a long 
and honourable career in the police ser
vice, has produced an interesting book 
base on a life-long interest in Burns and his 
associations with Ayrshire. A Mauchline 
man himself, Andrew Boyle has been in a 
good position to research the encyclo
paedic matter condensed into this book, 
and doubtless his police training has stood 
him in good stead in following up some of 
the tantalising clues and local myths. He 
believes that the spirit of the poet's Muse 
still frequents his favourite places and that 
familiarity with these places leads to a 
better understanding of the complex man 
who was Robert Burns. Certainly there is a 
strong feeling, especially in the rural parts 
of the county most closely associated with 
Burns, that he is still very much a living 
presence. This book is an alphabetical 
compilation of the places, people, anec-

dotes, traditions and myths associated with 
Burns and his Ayrshire contemporaries. 
From Achmacalla (Kirkoswald) to Willie's 
Mill (Tarbolton) the author gives us a 
highly detailed, and generally fairly 
accurate, account. It is a very creditable 
work and is well illustrated with photo
graphs and line diagrams. I hope it sells 
well and that a second edition quickly 
becomes possible, in order that the minor 
errors (mainly printer's literals) can be 
eradicated. At the same time, I hope that 
such errors as the statement that the 14th 
Earl of Glencairn is buried in Kilmaurs 
Parish Church (he actually lies at Fal
mouth), or that Burns's epigram 'Rough 
Roads') alluded to the Kilmarnock
Stewarton road (it actually alluded to a 
road during the Highland Tour), can be 
rectified. 

A Must for the Tourist 
BURNS COUNTRY: AYRSHIRE, DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY, Estate Publications, Bridewell 
House, Tenterden, Kent. £1.95. 

This is number 17 in a series of attractive 
regional maps of the British Isles, the 
adjoining sheets 16 and 18 dealing with the 
Borders and the Heart of Scotland res
pectively. In fact, this map takes in a good 
deal of Cumbria, the Borders and Strath
clyde and by an adroit combination of 
symbols and bold red type provides the 
tourist with a handy guide to all places of 
interest, readily seen at a glance, 
Naturally, the map gives copious details of 
all manner of interesting sites, from the 
controversial MacDiarmid memorial at 
Langholm in the east to the castles of 
Dunskey and Lochnaw in the west, from 
Wordsworth's house in Cockermouth to 
the John Hastie Museum in Strathaven. As 
the title implies, however, Burns is far and 

away the most important subject covered, 
with no fewer than 37 sites marked with a 
minuscule version of the Nasmyth portrait 
to indicate places of Burnsian interest. 
They range from Carlisle ('Burns fined 
when horse strayed') to Gatehouse of Fleet 
('Scots wha Hae' written at the Murray 
Arms); and from the Kirk of Lamington to 
Whigham's Inn, Sanquhar. The greatest 
cluster of these symbols inevitably falls on 
Ayrshire. All monuments, memorials, 
museums and other places with Burns 
associations are clearly indicated so that 
this map will form an admirable guide for 
the tourist by car or on foot who wishes 
to make the pilgrimage to the Burns 
Country and take in all the other places of 
interest as well. 
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A Bicentenary Souvenir 
MAUCHLINE MEMORIES OF ROBERT BURNS. Ayrshire Collections, Volume 14, No. 6 
Ayrshire Archaeological and Natural History Society, per Mrs. S. Andrew, Reference 
Librarian, Kyle and Carrick District Library, 12 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8ED. pp 40. 
£1.50. 

In 1858 the Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald 
published a series of articles containing a 
description of Mauchline at the time of 
Burns, with recollections of the poet and 
some of his associates. The Ayrshire 
Archaeological and Natural History 
Society has now reprinted these articles in 
a slim volume to celebrate the bicentenary 
of the first publication of Burns's poems. 
This makes an admirable, if rather modest, 
companion to the Society's earlier publica
tion (now unfortunately out of print) 
entitled Ayrshire at the Time of Burns. 

The poet's Mauchline period (March 
1784 to June 1788) spanned the most 
turbulent and fruitful part of his career, 
and included what Donald Low has termed 
his Annus mirabilis, the year 1785-6 which 
witnessed his poetic genius attaining 
maturity. The Mauchline years were well
documented from 1851 onwards, when 
Robert Chambers was researching the 
material for his four-volume Life and 
Works. In 1881 William Jolly published the 
memories of William Patrick who had been 
a herd-boy at Mossgiel, and from 1897 to 
1922 several local histories of Mauchline 

were published, containing useful addi
tional reminiscences of the poet. The series 
of articles which appeared in the Ardrossan 
and Saltcoats Herald, beginning on 19th 
June 1858, is particularly invaluable not 
only for confirming details noted by both 
earlier and later writers but also for shed
ding much additional light on this forma
tive period in the poet's life. The author of 
the articles was anonymous, and indeed, 
the existence of the series appears to have 
been entirely overlooked until fairly 
recently. Dr. John Strawhorn has provided 
a concise introduction which helps to place 
the articles and their subject matter in a 
proper context. In particular, the articles 
are revealing about the Mauchine Belles 
and Burns's amorous adventures before he 
settled on Jean Armour. The episode with 
Mary Campbell, however, is virtually 
ignored, apart from an elliptical reference 
in a lengthy obituary notice of Mrs. Helen 
Martin nee Millar, who died in her 93rd 
year, soon after the articles were pub
lished. The centre pages contain a map of 
Mauchline in the time of Burns, with a key 
to all the places associated with the poet. 

Picturesque Bums 
AULD LANG SYNE: A PORTRAIT OF ROBERT BURNS, by Elisabeth Fraser. Jarrold Colour 
Publications, Norwich. pp 64. 

In the 1986 Chronicle I reviewed My 
Heart's in the Highlands, a previous 
anthology of Burns's poetry compiled by 
Elisabeth Fraser. The current title is in 
much the same vein, with over thirty 
poems in full and 'selected verses' of 'Tam 
o Shanter', liberally interspersed by full
colour photographs of that stunning quality 
for which Jarrolds are so rightly famous. 
Mrs. Fraser has also included an excellent 
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introduction giving a potted biography of 
Burns and a useful map of the Burns 
country. This section also includes a 
resume of the history, aims and ideals of 
the Burns Federation. These Jarrold publi
cations are ideal souvenirs of a visit to 
Scotland and it is to be hoped that this 
particular volume turns out to be an 
admirable publicity medium for the Burns 
movement. 



Songs of the stoor 
RHYMES OF A COLLIER LAD, by John Radie. Tam o Shanter Museum, Ayr, pp 36. Price 
£1.50. 

In a brief autobiographical note the author 
of these verses writes: 'Two, twelve, 
'twenty-four-whether this poetic birth
date may have inspired my love of verse, I 
know not; I was reared in the dismal 
poverty of a miners' row in the depression 
years between the wars. My father, a 
miner, died when I was eight, so, for me it 
was double depression which I overcame 
with the assistance of a loving mother, a 
sense of humour, jovial companions, in a 
dram, and magnificent workmates in Moss
blown, Littlemill and Killoch Collieries. 
A hard life spent amid some of Scotland's 
loveliest scenery has been the recipe for 
the success of more than one poet in the 
past. Something of both major ingredients 
are reflected in John Rodie's verses. Of the 
forty poems in this collection, several are 
autobiographical, the best being the 
opener, 'Schooldays in Mossblown': 

Tarry bubbles on the street 
Barefoot kids with blistered feet, 

Happiness amid the grime 
Snowball fights in wintertime ... 

The best of the poems are undoubtedly 
those that deal with familiar topics and 
landscapes, Dusk at Dunure, Tarbowton 
and the marvellously evocative Tour de 
Stair. There is pawky humour in the two 
poems about a well-known Ayr pub, 
Mattha Dickie's, threatened with closure, 
and 'High Office' putting civic pomposity 
in its rightful place. The Sunday Sookers is 
a record of a (thankfully) bygone pheno
menon in Scotland, the 'bona fide' Sunday 
travellers in search of a drink. Other 
poems, such as 'Familiar Feet' and 'The 
Aged Collier' take a starkly realistic, un-

sentimental view of life in the mining 
villages of Ayrshire. Like Burns himself, 
John Radie is not above poetic essays on 
contemporary events: elegies to John F. 
Kennedy and Earl Mountbatten, the 
Watergate Affair, 'A Tale of Two Cities' 
(Belfast and Londonderry during the 
Troubles) do not possess the same deftness 
as the purely local verses, though they 
contain some noble lines. In the final 
stanza of the last named poem he writes: 

Ignore the days that used to l::>e 
And shake your comrade's hand 
And forward to prosperity 
A delighted Ireland ... 

The word 'delighted' does not sit easy 
there, and one cannot help wondering 
whether Mr. Radie originally had 'united' 
in his mind, but felt it more prudent to 
make a bland substitute. 

Inevitably, several poems betray the 
strong influence of Burns. 'The Vultures of 
Wealth' for example is obviously modelled 
on 'A Man's a Man'. Others take Burns, 
directly or indirectly, as their subject, as, 
for example, 'The Poets in Heaven', 'Rab 
among the Rich' and 'Poetic Injustice'. 
Burns and contemporary events are neatly 
combined in the poem entitled 'Burns and 
Muhammed Ali': 

Muhammed Ali or Cassius Clay 
Whichever you prefer 

You met your match, 'neath the cottage 
thatch 
When you sat on Bums's chair. 

Your scanty lines and meagre rhymes 
Your simple muse exposes, 

You're out your class, my dearest Cass 
So stick to punching noses. 
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Fair Empress of the Poet's soul 
BURNS AND CLARINDA, by Yvonne H. Stevenson. Morriss Publishing Company, 
Victoria, British Columbia. pp 50. Price $5.95. 

With this slim volume Yvonne Stevenson 
has completed her trilogy covering the 
three most significant romantic asso
ciations of Burns, previous books having 
dealt with his relationships with Jean 
Armour and Mary Campbell. Elsewhere in 
this Chronicle, however, Dr. David Groves 
raises the interesting possibility that the 
poet's relationship with Jean Lorimer was 
not as platonic as has generally been 
accepted, and the fact remains that no 
fewer than 24 songs were composed by 
Burns about or to Jean Lorimer. Perhaps 
Miss Stevenson may be persuaded to turn 
her . attention to this relationship. 
Certainly Burns's description of Jean 
Lorimer as 'a Mistress or a Friend, or what 
you will, in the guileless simplicity of 
Platonic love' could equally well have been 
applied to Clarinda. 

The story of Burns's ardent connection 
with Agnes McLehose is too well known to 
require repetition here. One early bio
graher of the poet commented of the 
Sylvander-Clarinda correspondence that it 
recorded 'one of the most interesting, 
although by no means creditable episodes 
of his romatic life', but Miss Stevenson 
feels that an unbiased evaluation of the 
revealing correspondence exchanged 
between Burns and Agnes McLehose 
during their romantic association must 
convince its readers that there seems to 
have been little discreditable in connection 
with t?at transient but ardent relationship. 
The f1rst h~lf of !his book is taken up, 
however, wit~ setting the scene, narrating 
the events which led up to Burns's first visit 
to Edinburgh in the winter of 1786. Unfor
tunately this part of the narrative is marred 
by repeating the apocryphal tale of Burns 
being relegated to the servants' hall while 
visiting 'a titled host in East Lothian'. 
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Similar tales have been attributed to un
named gentry and nobility in other parts of 
the country from time to time, but I have 
never been able to pin this canard to any 
particular locality. It must therefore be 
regarded as part of the folklore that has 
arisen around the memory of Burns. Miss 
Stevenson, however, goes on to quote 
extensively from the poem: 

My Lord, I would not fill your chair 
Tho you be proudest noble's heir! 

I came this night to join your feast 
An equal of the best at least! 

This poem, alas, has now been shown to 
be spurious, and Miss Stevenson's asser
tion that class distinctions were rampant in 
Scotland at that time does not bear too 
close examination. Scottish society, par
ticularly in Edinburgh, was far more 
egalitarian in the eighteenth century than it 
is today, with families at all levels of the 
social scale inhabiting the same tenements 
in the Old Town. The ease with which 
Burns mingled in society during his 
Edinburgh period is surely proof of this. 

The second half of the book, concen
trating on the Sylvander-Clarinda corres
pondence, the ten poems and songs which 
Burns wrote for her, and the background 
to the affair, is on much surer ground. 
There is nothing new in this book, but in 
presenting the facts surrounding this 
intriguing episode in a concise manner 
Miss Stevenson has performed a useful 
service to devotees of the Bard. This book 
was produced in a limited edition of only 
300 copies and is already out of print. It is 
to be hope, however, that a second and 
slightly revised edition will not be too Jong 
in appearing. 



Bums and the Postal System 
POSTAL HISTORY OF DUMFRIES, by James A. Mackay, 11 Newall Terrace, Dumfries. pp 
(A4) 120. Price £6.60 (inland), £7.90 (overseas). 

As a Burnsian, Jim Mackay is no stranger 
to readers of the Chronicle, but he also 
enjoys an international reputation as a 
philatelist and postal historian. In recent 
years he seems to have had a virtual 
monopoly of writing books about stamp 
collecting, but as a labour of love he and 
his wife Joyce have published almost forty 
books on aspects of the postal history of 
the British Isles. His latest title was 
produced as a tribute to the town he bides 
in, as part of the celebration of the 
octocentenary of the royal burgh of Dum
fries. The General Post, opened by Charles 
I to the public in 1635, came to Dumfries 
seven years later, when a post route linking 
England to Northern Ireland by way of 
Portpatrick and Donaghadee was estab
lished, and post offices instituted at Dum
fries and other places along the Salway 
coast. The greater part of this book 
naturally deals with the development of the 
postal service to and from and within the 
burgh of Dumfries, right down to the saga 
of the Georgetown suburb whose sub
office, first mooted in 1973, was till the 
subject of seemingly endless delays due to 
local bureaucracy at the time of writing, 
even though the Post Office had actually 
had datestamps manufactured in antici
pation of its opening. 

The chief interest of this book to 
Burnsians, however, lies in the second 
chapter, entitled 'Robert Burns and the 
Postal System'. In 1788 Burns settled at 
Ellisland, five miles north of Dumfries, 
and subsequently moved into the burgh 
itself where he spent the last five years of 
his life. Burns was a prolific correspondent 
and almost 800 of his letters have been 
edited by Professor Ross Roy. Although 
Professor Roy has largely ignored the 
postal markings on these letters they are 
not without considerable interest to the 

postal historian. Up to the late 19th 
century it was left to private individuals to 
arrange to pick up their mail from the 
nearest post office. Private letter-carrying 
was not regarded as an infringement of the 
Postmaster General's monopoly where no 
official service existed. Several of Burns's 
letters refer to letters being 'put into the 
Post Office' on his behalf, or attributing 
the delay in receiving them to the negli
gence of servants. 

Most letters were sent unpaid, the 
postage being recovered from the reci
pient. Postage was charged according to 
distance and the number of sheets com
prising the letter, regardless of their size or 
weight. Thus Burns, writing to Mrs. 
Dunlop of Dunlop in February 1789 says 'I 
have rummaged every Stationer's shop in 
Dumfries, for a long and broad, ample and 
capacious, sized sheet of writing paper, 
just to keep by me for epistles to you ... ' In 
another letter to the same lady (December 
1792) he confesses 'I see you are in for 
double postage, so I shall e'en scribble out 
!'other sheet .. .' 

Burns often railed against the excessive 
postal charges of his day-'villainous 
expensive' is how he describes the postage 
to David Blair. Elsewhere he refers to 'that 
cursed postage' or 'that cursed tax of 
Postage'. Sometimes he was able to evade 
postage by entrusting letters to private 
individuals. To Peter Hill (1791) he writes 
'I have just this moment an opportunity of 
a private hand to Edinr., as perhaps you 
would not Digest double Postage ... ' 
Several other letters refer to the bearer of 
letters carried privately. At other times he 
made use of carriers who were allowed to 
take letters as long as they accompanied a 
parcel. It is for this reason that letters are 
sometimes endorsed in the lower left-hand 
corner, e.g. 'wt a kipper salmon' (to Peter 
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Hill, January 1796). 
Then there was the franking privilege, 

enjoyed since 1654 by Members of Parlia
ment. The franking system was, of course, 
subject to many regulations to prevent 
abuse, but people usually found ways of 
getting round the rules. Burns was not slow 
in taking advantage of his connections with 
the nobility and gentry to get his long
distance letters franked. Writing to his 
brother William in London (1790) he says 
'I have scarce time to write a line, but as I 
have an opportunity of a Frank, I shall 
write you that line.' This letter was dated, 
addressed and franked by Sir Robert 
Laurie MP, and it is significant that 
Laurie's signature in the lower corner was 
not sufficient-the entire address had to be 
in the same hand and it had to be posted on 
the date superscribed. For this reason 
Burns often had to write franked letters in 
great haste. William Kerr, Secretary of the 
Post Office in Scotland, also had the 
franking privilege and letters addressed to 

him went free of charge. Burns used Kerr 
as a 'post office', directing several letters to 
Mrs. Dunlop via that official who pre
sumably forwarded them to Mrs. Dunlop 
at no extra cost. On 25th August 1793 
Burns wrote to Mrs. Dunlop 'I have got a 
Frank for you, my dear Madam, but I have 
unfortunately miscalculated the time. The 
Post goes in ten minutes, so, to fill up my 
paper to the decent length of a letter in 
such a moment of time, I shall write you a 
song which I composed the other day .. .' 

One imagines that many other letters 
written by Burns have either not been 
preserved or lie as yet undetected in legal 
or family papers; but those that have 
survived have given us a pretty vivid idea 
of the ways and means that the more 
literate section of the public found of 
communicating with each other at a time 
when postage was expensive and com
munications far less reliable than they are 
today. 

J.H.H. 

SIR JAMES CRICHTON-BROWNE 
M.D., LL.D., D.Sc., F.R.S.E., F.R.S 

By Donald R. Urquhart 

The 1939 Burns Chronicle includes the 
obituary:-

' We record also, with regret, the death 
of Sir James Crichton-Browne, FRS., 
LLD. author of Burns from a new point 
of view.' 

Maurice Lindsay's Burns Encyclopaedia 
has no entry under that name. Hugh 
Douglas in Robert Burns-A Life and 
David Daiches in Robert Burns both recog
nis~ Sir James Crichton-Browne's diag
nosis of rheumatic endocarditis as the 
cause of Burns's death but give little clue as 
to who he was, or on the impact his 
diagnosis has had on the interpretation of 
Burns's life and work. 

Irvine Burns Club each year elects 
-16 

honorary members and has a fine col
lection of acceptance letters from Prime 
Ministers, famous writers such as Charles 
Dickens, and international figures, and 
there again is Sir James, in 1927, accepting 
honorary membership. 

He was for many years the leading figure 
in the treatment of mental illness and was 
an extraordinary man, but is best remem
bered as the medical authority who showed 
that Robert Burns died of rheumatic 
endocarditis and not through the ravages 
of drink as portrayed by earlier bio
graphers and authors of 'potboilers'. He 
was a friend of Sir Robert Bruce, editor of 
the Glasgow Herald and a President of the 
Burns Federation, and in December 1925 



he had published in that newspaper a series 
of articles entitled 'Burns from a new point 
of view'. These provoked a warm response 
and in 1927 they were published in a single 
volume. Sir James presented a study of 
Burns as a medical case backed with 
extracts from eye witness reports as to his 
behaviour. He demonstrated that Burns 
died of endocarditis, a heart disease, with 
the origin of which alcohol had nothing to 
do. He held that Burns had been grossly 
slandered by biographers as regards his life 
in Dumfries. By patient research and logic 
he showed that Currie and others had been 
prejudiced and virtually used Burns to 
promote their own views. It is well worth 
reading and is still accepted without 
dispute. 

The surprising fact is that Sir James was 
then 85 but by no means unknown. He was 
recognised as an eminent physician and has 
been described as the orator of the medical 
profession. He had credibility and set the 
seal of authority-'brushing away some of 
the mildew that has so long tarnished the 
fair name of Scotland's greatest son'. 

Sir James failed in his ambition to live to 
a hundred, and died at the age of 97. He 
was the son of William Browne, who, in 
1839, was appointed the first medical 
superintendent of the Crichton Royal In
stitute in Dumfries. His wife returned to 
her parents home at 3 St John's Hill, 
Edinburgh, for the birth of James on 29th 
November 1840. From childhood his home 
was in Dumfries and he returned at every 
opportunity to his house at Crindau on the 
banks of the Nith, till his death on 31st 
January 1938. It is said that he blamed his 
last illness on an unheated train journey 
back from London! 

Even in old age he had great vigour of 
body and mind and was described as the 
last of the great Victorians. He had a 
magnificent set of Dundreary whiskers 
which led to him being referred to as 
'Whiskers' in Dumfries, where he is still 
recalled. 

He was educated at Dumfries Academy 
and Trinity College, Glenalmond, taking 
his LRCS and MD at Edinburgh Univer-

sity. His first publication was his 
valedictory address as Senior President of 
the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh in 
1861. He pursued his medical studies 
further in London and Paris. 

His career in mental illness began as 
assistant medical officer in Derby, Devon 
and Warwick County Asylums suc
cessively. In 1865 he was appointed 
medical superintendent of the new asylum 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne and lecturer in 
mental diseases at Newcastle College of 
Medicine. He showed such energy and 
ability that the following year he was 
elected medical director of the West 
Riding Asylum, Wakefield. Here he 
established the first Research Laboratory 
ever connected with an asylum. He was a 
founder and first editor of Brain, the 
leading journal for many years in 
neurology. 

In 1875 the office of Lord Chancellor's 
Visitor became vacant and he was 
appointed, travelling over the country and 
preparing reports for the Lord Chancellor 
and Lords Justices on all matters coming 
within their lunacy jurisdiction. He was 
concerned with the supervision of the 
wards and the proper administration of 
their estates. He held that post until he 
retired in 1922 at the modest age of 81. 

In 1883 he was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, having been proposed by 
Charles Darwin and Lord Playfair, and in 
1886 he was knighted. In 1889 he became 
treasurer of the Royal Institution. The list 
of honours he received is considerable
honorary degrees from the Universities of 
Aberdeen, St. Andrews, Edinburgh and 
Leeds; president of several learned 
societies and a fellow of the New York 
Academy of Medicine. In the field of 
psychology and medicine his work was 
recognised by leaders of science. 

Charles Darwin, in his work The 
Emotions, frankly acknowledged the great 
help he had derived from Crichton
Browne's observations and experiments. 

He was an advocate of public health and 
sanitation and improvements in housing 
for the working classes and was for many 
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years President of the Sanitary Inspectors' 
Association. When invited to submit a 
parliamentary paper on 'Elementary 
Schools' it was thought that he would 
report favourably on the existing system 
but his report really sounded the death 
knell of the system of payments by results 
in education. In 1895 he even dared to 
publish an address 'Sex in Education', 
leading to an acute controversy. 

Sir James was a cultured and ac
complished orator and brilliant after
dinner speaker with a wide knowledge of 
literature and acquaintance with writers 
and authors. After his publication of Burns 
from a new point of view he wrote an 
entertaining volume of Victorian Jottings 
and then after he had passed his 90th year, 
proceeded to publish What the Doctor 
Thought, The Doctor's Second Thoughts, 
The Doctor's Afterthoughts, Stray leaves 
from a Physician's Portfolio and More 
Leaves from a Doctor's Diary, the last in 
October 1937 and posthumously The 
Doctor Remembers in 1938. 

He was frequently heard on the radio 
either reminiscing or dealing with subjects 
of interest of the moment. He was on the 
radio even in his 97th year and was not 
frightened to ask the BBC for a fee of 100 
guineas for his services-a substantial sum 
in the 1930s. Sir James returned to Dum
fries at every opportunity and was made a 
Freeman of the Burgh, taking great in
terest in local matters. 

He was married twice, first to Emily, 
youngest ~aughter of Dr. Halliday, a 
represe~tat1ve of an old Galloway family, 
the Halhdays of Kirkland and Gelston, and 
they had a daughter and a son. He married 
again in 1912, to Audrey Emily, eldest 
daughter of General Sir E. Bulwer, GCB. 
His son was a lieutenant-colonel in the 
KOSB who had taken part in explorations 
of the Atlas mountains in Africa but who 
predeceased his father in 1937. 

His foray into print on Burns occurred 
when he had time (at 85) to sit back and 
take up such matters but he was no 
stranger to the poet's life and works. His 
father was thrice President of Dumfries 
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Burns' Club and Sir James Crichton
Browne was their President in 1892 and a 
life member. That his accomplishments in 
oratory were used to the full is shown for, 
at the Dumfries commemoration of the 
Centenary of Burns' death in 1896, he 
proposed the vote of thanks to Lord 
Rosebery at the afternoon's 
'Conversazione'. He was an honorary 
Vice-President of the Commemoration, 
one of many who also included his brother 
J. H. Balfour-Browne, QC. 

We can now look back on this long, full 
and honoured life and note that his recog
nition by Charles Darwin, his friendship 
with J. M. Barrie, his acquaintance with 
Madame Curie and his Knighthood by 
Queen Victoria are recorded in books and 
obituary columns but, for the most part, 
forgotten. His name is not forgotten how
ever, for he will always be remembered for 
'brushing away some of the mildew that 
has so long tarnished the fair name of 
Scotland's greatest son' and it is hoped that 
these brief notes on his life will be of 
assistance to any reader of Burns from a 
new point of view or who comes across his 
name in their readings on Burns. 

Elegy 
Thou misty orb, with beam so pale 
As weary mortals sleep, 
Still linger o'er the deepening vale, 
Thy silent vigil keep; 

Recall, beneath thy fragrant shades 
The lass I chanced to see, 
A-wandering through the flowery glades 
Non lovelier than she. 

I gaze, as from a lonely shore, 
Across the raging sea, 
Upon that maid of years before 
As she appeared to me; 

Oh silent queen, that moment bless 
E'er thou at length depart, 
That I forever may possess 
Her image in my heart. 

Geoffrey Lund, 
Leyland & District Burns Society . 



The Star 0' Robbie Burns 
By 

Andrew E. Beattie 

Some members of the Hawick Burns Club 
enjoyed a season of talks on Burns during 
1985. The Speaker was the well-known 
Burnsian, Archie McArthur, who has 
taken a great interest in our Club. This 
gentleman was a delight to listen to; on 
behalf of the members who attended 
'Thanks a lot, Archie, we look forward to 
your next series'. During the last meeting 
our Club Chairman, Alec Martin, asked 
me if I could get information on the writer 
of the song of the above title. 

The following is a pen picture of the 
writer, James Thomson, the author of the 
song, 'The Star O' Robbie Burns'. 
Thomson was born at Bowden in the 
Scottish Borders on 4th July 1827, the Son 
of Robert and Henrietta Thomson (nee 
Wilkie). In common with many a Scot who 
has acquired fame, he was born in a 
thatched cottage, and like many of these 
Scots he had a mother of more than 
ordinary intelligence. Her brother, a Dr. 
Wilkie of Innerleithen, was well known 
among the Literati of his time, and 
numbered among his friends were James 
Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd and Sir 
Walter Scott. Reared in such an 
atmosphere and surrounded by such 
influences, it is small wonder that James 
Thomson felt early in life a passionate 
interest in poetry and literature in general. 
On leaving the village school he found 
employment on a farm herding sheep on 
the steep Eildon Hills. At the age of 16 
years he travelled to Selkirk to start an 
apprenticeship as a cabinet-maker and 
wood turner. As soon as that was 
completed he left there and came to 
Hawick where he spent the rest of his life. 
In his new home he soon found himself 
among friends and assimilated the 
prominent features of our local life. and 
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cherished our traditions and fully accepted 
our customs, and some of his songs are so 
clearly associated with the town that he is 
commonly and deservedly known as a 
Hawick poet. Two of his songs, 'Up Wi the 
Banner' and the 'Border Queen', are sung 
annually at our Common-Riding Festival. 
Thomson was also a regular contributor to 
the Scottish press. The Burns Centenary of 
1859 proved a memorable occasion for 
Hawick, where some four hundred people 
attended a gathering in the Commercial 
Hotel (now the site of the Roman Catholic 
Hall). Among the speakers invited were 
well-known townsmen including James 
Thomson, and a very young school
teacher, James A. H. Murray of Denholm, 
who was later knighted in recognition of 
his compilation of the New Oxford English 
Dictionary. At the Literate Dinner held in 
the Tower Hotel there was the Rev. Henry 
Scott Riddel, who was the author of the 
famous Scots song 'Scotland Yet'. 

The success of the celebrations 
stimulated a local interest in the life of 
Robert Burns. James Thomson being one 
of the Burns lovers in the community, he 
and a few others never forgot their keen 
interest in Burns's work. He and thirty 
others gathered to celebrate the Bard's 
birth and talk consisted of forming a Burns 
Club. In 1878 a meeting was called by 
James Thomson to lay the foundation of 
the Hawick Burns Club. James Thomson 
on that occasion was elected first President 
of the Club. In 1879 a celebration dinner 
was held to honour the Poet's birth and 
James Thomson wrote a new song for the 
occasion entitled 'The Star O' Robbie 
Burns'. It was sung by a club member, 
Thomas Strathearn. The music had been 
set by James Booth, a native of Congleton, 
Cheshire. a musician who travelled the 
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country with shows and concert parties. 
This song is now known world-wide. 

One now wonders what the thoughts of 
James Thomson would have been if he had 
known that the club he had started now has 
1,300 members in club-rooms second to 
none in the town. 

The favourable recognition of his 
productions was so heartening to him and 
the encouragement he received led to his 
first published edition of Doric Lays and 
Lyrics. By 1884 he had accumulated many 
more pieces and a second edition was 
published. Among the songs in this edition 
was included, 'The Star O' Robbie Burns', 
which was sung in many parts of the world 
by the great Syots tenor J. M. Hamilton. 
Whatever may be the fate of Thomson's 
Lays and Lyrics it may be presumed that 
many of them will retain their popularity. 
'The Auld Mid Row' will never grow stale, 
and while Hawick rides its common 'Up wi 
the Banner' will certainly never be 
forgotten. 

There may not be much to dazzle in 
Thomson's poems, but there is always 
much to delight. His contribution to our 
national poetry is of great merit, while to 
the town of Hawick it is a valuable asset 
and fully admired and appreciated. James 
Thomson produced a third volume of songs 
and poems. In failing health Thomson 
returned to Bowden in 1886 for a few 
months, but such was his love for his 
adopted town and missing his friends, that 
he r~t~rned to Hawick to spend his 
remammg days. After a serious illness he 
died in Hawick Cottage Hospital on 21st 
December 1888, aged 61 years and was 
buried in the Wellogate Cemetery. 

James Thomson was bard of Lodge St. 
James 424. Th~ brethren of his lodge 
erected a memonal stone in his memory in 
1899 and a visitation is made annually to 
his resting place. It may be noted that 
Thomson's friend, the Rev. Henry Scott 
Riddel of Teviothead, was bard of Lodge 
St. Joh.n !II i~ the town; both lodges have 
had d1stmgu1shed song-writers in that 
office. 
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May I finish by quoting a few words 
penned by James Thomson at the unveiling 
of Burns's statue at Dumfries on 6th April 
1882: 
'I see the noblest of the earth 
Bend low to him of humble birth 
I see a vast enraptured throng 
Pay homage to the chief of song 
And place a garland round his brow 
And kiss the hands that held the plough.' 

Burns-Alloway 
Oh, ken ye whaur the bonnie Doon 
Gaes wimplin to the sea, 
Whaur saumon luk in waters broun, 
By wooded Alloway? 
Oh, sic a lovely scene was there, 
Twa hunner-odd year syne 
Auld Mither Nature vowed that here 
She'd big her best-loved shrine. 
Close by a sturdy auld aik tree, 
She sawed an acorn smaa, 
And in the I own earth, day by day, 
She watched the seedlin blaw. 
The years passed by, the saplin grew 
Till, when the auld aik dee'd, 
The young yin stood sae braw to view 
Owre aa the countryside. 
And mang its leafs the mavis sang 
Wi monie a thirlin note; 
And aa the hills o Ayrshire rang 
Through that braw mavis' throat. 
And aye the tree grew bigger still, 
And spread it brainches fuar, 
Year eftir wondrous year until 
It covered Scotland owre. 
They said the win wad blaw it doun, 
They said auld age wad sneck it; 
But still this grand auld tree growes on, 
And deil the storm can wreck it. 
And still on ilka leafy bough 
The mavis spreads its wings; 
And aa the warld is listen in now 
Til the sweet sang it sings. 



JUNIOR 
CHRONICLE 

J.A.W.S. 
(Junior Ayrshire Writers Society) 

Junior Ayrshire Writers Society in session . 

The wean that's in this photo 
Are the pride o' aa this toon. 
Junior Ayrshire Writers Society's the 

name, 
They meet in snaw an bloom, 
Their leader is Mae McEwan, 
Helped oot by Maisie McCall , 
And of course there 's Jim Mollison 
The man who gies mair help tae aa. 
So ye've met them, this bunch, 
An aa hae a hunch , 
Then they 'd aa like tae meet ye tae! 
So come doon tae the vennel on a 
Thursday , 

An see aa the weans wi Mae . 
Jayne Pollock Aged 12. 

Photo : Allister MacPherson, Stewarton 
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Young Writers' Workshop 

The Night was Still 

( I ) 
The night was sti ll . and o'er the hill 
The moon shone on the castle wa'. 
The mavis sang. while dew-drops hang 
Around her on the castle wa': 

(2) 
ae merrily they danc'd the ring 

Frae eenin ' till the cock did craw. 
And ay the o'erword o' the spring 
Was:-·Irvine's bairns are bonie a'! 

Aye. Robert Burns wrote-' Irvine's 
bairn arc bonie a' 1 and no o ne would be 
more delighted th an he if he were awa re 
how talented a lso a rc the members of the 
Young Writers Workshop who are st ill 
meeting weekly in 10, Glasgow Venne!. 
Irvine. 

In this bi-centenary year of the printing 
of the Kilmarnock Edition the youngsters 
have begun producing their own magazine. 
Maisie McCall from the Irvine Lasses a nd 
Jim Mollison from the Ayrshire Writers 
and Artists Society enjoy. as I do, e ncou r
aging their a ims and amb iti o ns. 

In this. th e third year of the compet iti o n 
to find The Young Poet o· The Year· over 
six hundred entries have been received 
from an area-St. Ives. Exeter, Southport. 
Glasgow. Leven. Johnshaven as well as 

)rshirc young poets. We have nine 
trophies in all and they. as well as twenty 
diplomas. will be presented in May in 
Irvine . The judging is taking place at the 
moment with Charles Kennedy from Fife 
being the final judge. 

So the seed planted bv our bard in Irvine 
in 1781 i. nourishing and blossoming real 
bonnie here in Irvine. 

Mac McEwan 

-, 

Graeme Booth of Blackness Primary School, 
Dundee, winner of the first prize in the 1986 
Federation Art Competition. 

THE KILMARNOCK 

EDITION 
By 

Robert Harkins 

It is the year 1781 a nd R obert Burns is 
staying in Irvin e in hi s lodgi ngs in Glasgow 
Venne!. H e came to Irvine to learn the 
t rade of flax dressing so that he could 
prepare the flax which he and his brother 
Gilbert grew o n his fat her"s farm in 
Tarbolton. 

While he was s taying in Irvine. he met a 
sea captain down at the harbour named 
Capta in Rich ard Brown . The captain 
became Burns's friend a nd the two of them 
talked a lot in Egli nton Woods. It was 
Captain Richard Brown who first en
couraged R obert Burns to publish his 
poems. Burns thought this would be a good 



idea, although he did not do anything 
about it till 1786. The only people who 
read his poems were his friends who saw 
them on broadsheets. 

It is the year 1786 and five years have 
passed. Robert Burns is going to emigrate 
to Jamaica but before he goes, he thinks to 
himself, 'It would be good if I could 
publish some of my poems before I go.' 

He decides to publish his poems partly to 
pay for his passage to Jamaica. He goes to 
a printer in Kilmarnock called John Wilson 
to see if he would publish his poems for 
him. John Wilson was a clever business 
man who knew that he could make some 
money from publishing these poems. He 
thought to himself, 'I shall beat him down 
to as low a price as I can get him and keep 
the bulk of the profit for myself'. Aloud he 
said, 'Hoo mony copies dae ye want 
printed, Mr. Burns?' 

Burns replied, 'I would like 600 copies 
printed'. 

The publisher said, 'If ye want that mony 
copies printed, Mr. Burns, ye'll need tae 
get subscribers.' 

'I'll see whit I can do. If I get over half o' 
them subscribed, will ye print 600 copies, 
Mr. Wilson?' answered Burns. 

'That's jist whit'll dae, Mr. Burns'. said 
the printer. 

'Hoo much will a copy cost?' asked the 
poet. 

'Each one will cost three shillings'. 
replied Mr. Wilson. 

It was agreed and Robert Burns left it to 

John Wilson for a week or two. During 
that time Robert Burns tried to get the 
number of subscribers needed. When he 
went back to the printer two or three 
weeks later, he had 350 subscribers out of 
the 600 copies that were being printed. 

When he told Mr. Wilson what he had 
achieved, he was very pleased and soon the 
poet was holding the first copy of his book 
in his hand. It was stitched in a blue and 
grey cover and when he opened the first 
page he read, 'Poems chiefly in the Scottish 
Dialect'. As he flicked through the pages, 
he looked at all the poems which he had 
written among which were 'The Twa 
Dogs', 'Scotch Drink', 'The Author's 
Earnest Cry and Prayer', 'The Holy Fair', 
'Address to the Deil' and 'The Cottar's 
Saturday Night'. Burns was thrilled and 
proud to see his poems printed in the 
Kilmarnock Edition. 

Today the Irvine Burns Club own a 
Kilmarnock Edition which they bought for 
over £4,000. Burns would be envious of the 
price paid as he only made a profit of £20 
from 600 copies. 

Robert is aged J/, son of a founder 
member of the Irvine Lasses Burns Club 
(Janet Harkins) and is following fast in her 
footsteps. He was the winner of the AULD 
IRVINE TROPHY which was donated in 
I985 by Anne Gaw to the Young Poet o' the 
Year Competition and has high hopes for 
1986. 

Mae McEwan, P. P. Irvine Lasses B. C. 

Young Peoples Burns Supper 
By 

Charles Kennedy 
The No. I Gothenburg Supper Room 
Bowhill was the venue for the 4th consecu
tive Young Peoples Burns Supper. This 
year it was supported by Bowhill Peoples 
Burns Club (803). The young people of 
Bowhill. Lochgelly and Kinglassie carried 
through a 21/~ hour programme of a tradi-

tional Burns Supper. It was another suc
cessful evening of reciting and singing the 
works of our National Bard, Robert Burns. 
The evening's seating was a sell-out a week 
prior to the event. 

Mr. Hugh Docherty (chairman 
B.P.B.C.) welcomed the full capacity of 
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young people, their parents and young 
friends as well as the visitors from kindred 
Burns Clubs. He said how delighted he was 
to see such a large representation of young 
Burnsians. 

Mr. Charles Kennedy then introduced 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Westwood from 
Paisley. (Publicity Officer Burns 
Federation), Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Ogilvie 
from Dumfries (President Burns 
Federation), Mr. and Mrs. Docherty, 
Bowhill (Pres. B.P.B.C.), Miss Fiona 
Delaney (12 yrs old) who gave the 'Im
mortal Memory'. He also introduced a 
very welcome visitor from Zambia, Mr. 
Gilbert Masiye. Apologies were given on 
behalf of Sir George and Lady Sharp, also 
Mr. and Mrs. Train. 

The evening's programme was set 
a-going with Piper Stephen Page (Ballingry 
Junior High School) leading in a 
sumptuous 'Chieftain O' the Puddin' 
Race', gifted by the kind generosity of a 
local butcher, Mr. David Colville, and 
suitably carried aloft by Poosie Nancy 
(Susan Galloway aged 11). 12 year-old 
Ryan Marshalsey's rendering of his 
'Address Tac a Haggis' gave a resounding 
start to all the young participants. 

Mrs. Jessie Docherty said the 'Selkirk 
Grace' and a traditional fare of 'neeps an 
tatties' with a liberal helping of haggis was 
served to all by the Gothenburg staff. 

The company then sat back and listened 
to the opening song of the evening 'There 
was a Lad born in Kyle' beautifully sung in 
a well-pitched voice by Fiona Delaney. 
10-ycar-old Jason Miller left us in no doubt 
as to Robert Burns's feelings for his pet 
lamb when he recited the poem 'My 
Hoggie'. Steven Garmory's unique 
rendering of 'Tam Samson's Elegy' would 
be very difficult to surpass and was warmly 
appaluded by everyone. The exposition of 
the narrative tale 'Tam o' Shantcr'. 
rendered bv Neil McGurk. lost none of its 
authcnticit~·. local atmosphere. humour 
and suspense. All credit to the young lad of 
14 years. Susan Galloway aged 11 capti
vated everyone with her sweet singing of 

'Comin Thro' the Rye'. 
An innovation was the reciting of 'The 

Epistle to a young Friend' by a sextet of 
young people, all aged 10: Ross Crawford, 
Mairi Stewart, Steven Luke, Sarah 
Moyles, Ryan Mccandless and Kim 
Adamson. Then Ryan Marshalsey aroused 
the company with his lively verbal por
trayal of 'Willie Wastle'. 

This was followed by the singing of 'My 
Heart's in the Highlands' by 6-year-old 
Gregor Blarney who held everyone enrap
tured. For everyone the 'Immortal 
Memory' is always the highlight of any 
Burns Supper and this year young Fiona 
Delaney expressed her appreciation of 
Robert Burns's sincerity and his love of the 
simple things in life, also his respect for i 

'Nature'. His advice in the 'Epistle To A 
Young Friend' is as worthy today as it was 
200 years ago. Forever will his songs be 
sung and enjoyed by countless thousands 
all over the world. His 'Works' are a legacy 
for all young people to absorb and enjoy, a 
true 'Immortal Memory'. The earnest at
tention given to Fiona was enriched by the 
spontaneous applause which followed. 
Next on the programme was 10 year old 
Derek Neilson's interpretation of Robert 
Burns's much-loved 'To A Mouse' which 
was given all the true depth of feeling and 
sincerity for the 'Earth-born companion 
and fellow-mortal'. Similiar intensity and 
understanding was beautifully expressed in 
the words of the song 'John Anderson my 
Jo' sung in fine voice by 8 year-old Isla 
Blarney. Martin Sadler aged 12 showed an 
effective interpretation of the scathing 
'Address to the Unco Guid'. 

At this point Wilson Ogilvie addressed 
the company and expressed his praise to 
the young people. He said he would take 
back the message to his executive of the 
high standard of this evening's programme 
and he gave his heartfelt thanks to all the 
young people, their parents and the B.P.B. 
Club for their initiative in supporting the 
venture. 

This year's worthy winner in the local 
Burns verse and song competition was 1 



Colin Blarney. He also won the medal for 
the 'Open Competition'. His splendid 
rendering of the song 'Dainty Davie' 
proved the worthiness of the award. 

A novel feature of the evening was the 
playing of a tape recorded message sent to 
all the young 'Burnsians' by Professor 
Toshio Namba of Tokyo University, 
Japan. He recited in Scots the poem 
'Epistle to a young friend' and then the 
same poem in Japanese. The young people 
and adults were thrilled that he had been 
so thoughtful and considerate; all appre
ciated the fervour in his message of 

greetings and goodwill. 
Peter Westwood gave a comprehensive 

vote of thanks to all the young people. A 
special compliment was given to 10 year
old Harry Glen who had designed the 
frontispiece for the programmes, and also 
to John Blarney who accompanied the 
young singers on the piano. In conclusion 
Mr. Westwood asked the company to show 
their appreciation to Charles Kennedy for 
the tremendous amount of work he had put 
into the arrangements for the Burns 
Supper. This was shown by the company 
giving him a standing ovation. 

YOUNG PEOPLES BURNS SUPPER 

IMMORTAL MEMORY, 1986 
FIONA DELANEY/12 YEARS OLD 

It is not easy to write well something that 
has been written a thousand times before. 
But I doubt if Robert Burns would mind a 
simple tribute to him because he liked the 
simple things of Life. We all know of the 
sorrow he felt at uprooting a common daisy 
and the gentle words he used: 

'Wee, modest crimson tipped flow'r 
Thou's met me in an evil hour; 
For I maun crush amang the stoure 
Thy slender stem; 

To spare thee now is past my pow'r 
Thou bonnie gem.' 

A farmer's son, Burns was brought up to 
respect the land-it's flowers, trees 
streams and creatures. Though his father 
worked hard to see he had a good educa
tion he never lost his love for these simple 
things. On seeing the sunrise one fine 
morning he wrote: 

·1 thank thee author of this opening day 
Thou whose bright sun now gilds yon orient 
skies 
Riches denied. Thy boon was purer joys 
What wealth cold never give nor take away.· 

How well he describes what many men 
must feel yet cannot find the words to say. 
This deep feeling and understanding made 
him forever sympathetic towards nature. 

However his sympathy was in much 
shorter supply when he came face to face 
with anything or anyone false. He had no 
love for some of the self righteous people 
around him and so with pen in hand and 
tongue in cheek he was prompted to write: 

'O ye wha are sae guid yersel, 
Sae pious and say holy, 
Ye've nought to do but mark and tell 
Your neebours fauts and folly.' 

And to those who might be inclined to 
vanity he left this thought: 

'How daur ye ea' me howlet face 
Ye blear-e'cd withered spectre. 
Ye only spied the keekin glass 
An' there ye saw your picture.' 

Simple enough but to th.:: point. and who 
wouldn't give a wry smile at his most 
famous observation: 
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·o wad some power the gift ie gie us 
tae see oursels as it hers se us. · 

Here we are given the chance to look at 
ourselves as he did and so perhaps better 
understand our fellow man. Such is this 
canny wisdom that makes people take 
Burns to their hearts. 

Scotland has had her fair share of 
famous men such as William Wallace, Sir 
Walter Scott , Alexander Fleming and 
Alexander Graham Bell to name but a few , 
but the most famous of all is Robert Burns. 
His fame is even greater now than when he 
was alive over 200 years ago. He under
stood nature , countryside and human , and 
because of this the Ban ks and Braes will 

always be green, sweet Afton will always 
flow gently and there will always be a Red 
Red Rose . 

His epistle to a young friend will forever 
be sage advice to the young. 

Burns had a dream . He said that: 
'Man tae man the world ou'r 
Will brothers be for a' that. ' 

Considering that there are Burns Clubs 
all over the world his dream has at least 
partly come true and will continue. 

Alexander Fleming gave us penicillin. 
Alexander Graham Bell gave us the tele
phone , but Burns left us all a legacy of 
understanding and this . my simple 
immortal memory . 

The young sextet reciting Burns's 'Epistle to a Young Friend' at the Young People's Burns 
Supper. 



TOSHIO NAMBA ART TROPHY 

To mark the Burns Federation Centenary Year the Council of Ayr Burns Club offered to 
provide a cup for the Primary Section of the Burns Federation School Art Competition, 
the award to go annually to the school producing the pupil taking first place. This gift was 
welcomed by the Federation. 

Named the 'TOSHIO NAMBA' trophy in honour of Professor Toshio Namba , who 
was elected an Honorary President of Ayr Burns Club in 1973, it was won on this first 
occasion by Belmont Primary School, Stranraer. 

Mr. Allan Stoddart and Mr. James Glass, Past-Presidents of Ayr Burns Club, travelled 
to Stranraer to pre ent the trophy on behalf of the Burns Federation and were given a 
most cordial reception by the Head Teacher , Mrs. Murdoch , who said that the pupils 
were thrilled at the success of Belmont Primary School. Before officially handing over the 
trophy with a cheque for ten pounds to purchase books for the Scottish section of the 
school library, Mr. Glass briefly addressed the assembled classes and congratulated the 
children on the high standard of the entries submitted. He then called upon Mr. Stoddart 
to tell the pupils something of the life of Professor Toshio Namba and the valuable work 
being done by him in his native Japan to make known the name and genius of Robert 
Burns. 

Colin Nish of Belmont PS, Stranraer, receiving the cup from James Glass and Allan Stoddart. 
Photo: F. H. McCarlie, Stranraer 
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This was followed by a conducted tour of the various classes, the two official guides 
being the first prize-winner, Colin Nish and Martin Lochery, whose painting had received 
a commendation. The infant department was the last to be visited and here it was a 
delight to see the pleasure shining in the faces of the infants as each one was allowed to 
hold the handsome cup aloft for a brief moment. 

BURNS FEDERATION NATIONAL BURNS COMPETITION 
GLENROTHES 

The first National Burns Competi tion for Scottish School-Children in Verse-Speaking and Song 
organised by the Burns Federation was held at Glenrothes, Fife on Saturday, 22nd June, 1985. The 
competition was open to all the Federation Districts, each being asked to provide a team of eight 
competitors, four from the Primary 4/5 age group and four from the Primary 617 age group. 

This venture marking the Federation Centenary was highly successful, despite some last minute 
snags such as the withdrawal of an adjudicator because of sudden illness. The children displayed 
talent of a very high order indeed, and were full of enthusiasm. An appreciative audience showed its 
obvious delight and warmly applauded the outstanding performance given by the children , whose 
command of language and well-nigh impeccable delivery were quite remarkable. Here was living 
proof that the Scottish tongue is in little danger of extinction. The interpretation of the Burns songs 
was most skilfully done and the quality of the singing worthy of the highest praise . 

Winners and also-rans in the National Burns Competition at Glenrothes on 22nd June 1985. 
Photo: Harvey Photography Ltd, Leven 



The premier award , the McLauchlan Trophy, a love ly rose-bowl gifted by Mrs. Matthew 
McLauchlan in memory of her late husband , a Past-President of the Federation, was won by Tayside 
District, whose team gained the highest total of points in the four sections of the competition. Mrs . 
McLauchlan's daughter wrote later to say tha t her mother had felt greatly honoured at being asked 
to make the presentation to the winning team, and wished to express her pleasure at being privileged 
to witness the truly remarkable display given by such young children. She complimented the 
organising committee on the undoubted success of the competition, another milestone in the history 
of the Burns Federation. 

The individual winners and the runners-up in each of the four sections of the competition received 
medallions provided by the Federation, and Glenrothes Development Corporation generously gifted 
four most attractive trophies to be awarded to the first child in each section. In addition each finalist 
was presented with a certificate of achievement, again provided by Glenrothes Development 
Corporation and bearing the signatures of the Corporation's Chairman, Sir George Sharp and the 
President of the Burns Federation. 

JAMES GLASS 
Hon. Secretary, Schools Competitions 

Sisters are dynamic Burns duo 

Poetry-loving sisters Jane and Lynn 
Ritchie are a dynamic duo when it comes 
to reciting Burns. 

Jane (13) won the Aberdeen Burns Club 
silver cup three years ago at the Aberdeen 
and North-east Music Festival. 

And this year her little sister Lynn (10) 
scooped the same trophy when she recited 
'My Hoggie ' at St. Mary's Cathedral Hall. 

And the plucky youngster did it only 
three weeks after having her tonsils out. 

' It was quite an easy poem ', says Lynn , 
who is at the Mile End Primary School in 
Aberdeen. 'But I though the other people 
in the class were very good.' 

This year's festival was also a successful 
one for Jane who is at Aberdeen Grammar 
School. She was placed in a number of 
classes including the Burns class for age 
11-13 where she won honours. 

The girls live at 13 Edgehill Terrace, 
Aberdeen. 

June and Lynn Ritchie. 
Photo: Aberdeen Evening Express 
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PARAPHRASING 

TOA MOUSE 
Alison Moron (Age 10 years) 

Wee smooth-coated, shy timid creature, do 
not be afraid. There is no need to scamper 
and scuttle away making such noises of 
fear. I am very sorry that because we as 
men have to plough the land and .so 
terrorise you and I can understand why 
you, being so small an animal, are scared. 
But mousie , I want to tell you than I am 
your friend and can understand how you 
feel. 

I understand that you have to take a few 
grains of corn to keep yourself alive. One 
or two grains out of twenty four sheaves 
will not be missed by me. I am very sorry 
your little nest has been destroyed and 
blown away with the gusty wind and now 
you will have to build a new one of grass 
and leaves . And December is very windy 
and bitter. 

Poor little mouse, having seen the grain 
cut down now there is no shelter or food 
for you and the bad cold frosty winter is 
coming very fast. You were cosy here till 
the bad plough came and cut through your 
nest and then it was out of sight. Working 

to build your nest with leaves and stibble it 
must have taken you a long time. Now look 
what's happened; you're left with nothing 
at all, not even your nest and there is not a 
lot of leaves or stibble to build a new nest. 
If you don't build a new one before winter 
you will have to suffer the sleety hoar frost 
of the winter. 

But my little friend you are not alone 
with your troubles. Perhaps it is just as well 
that we only know what is happening 
minute by minute , hour by hour , day by 
day . No matter how well you plan for the 
future your plan may be altered to suit the 
new circumstances. It may be painful to do 
all this but if we are to survive we have to 
do the best out of any set-back. But 
mousie, if it is any comfort to you , I too 
have many problems but my problems are 
much more serious than yours. We as 
humans can look and think either back
wards or plan for the future. As I look 
forward I can only make a guess at what 
might happen and at that thought I am 
afraid and dread a bleak future for me too. 

EPISTLE TO A YOUNG FRIEND 
Sarah Moyles (Age 10 years) 

I have been thinking for a longtime about a 
little thing to send you. It may be different 
one day to another. I am not saying it will 
be great, but I hope you will keep it. It may 
turn out like a song or a sermon. 

You will be goin g out to work in a little 
while. Andrew ; the world is big , you had 
better believe me. You will find that 
mankind arc an uncanny lot and they may 
hurt yo.u. Ta ke care and watch what you 
arc domg a nd don 't get into trouble. 
because you might lose your job. And 
(1() 

don 't give up until every one of your nerves 
are strained. 

I will not say all men are villains , but 
some are really wicked. But stick up for 
yourself and don't let anybody boss you 
about. All men have weaknesses. you 
cannot trust them . But men are very strict. 
so take care and think about them ; don"t 
let fellow man get you into trouble. 

Some people are less well off than you: 
do not make fun of them because you 
never know you may turn out like them . It 



i not their fault though they are poor in 
some ways, they may help you in other 
ways than just with money. 

Treat everybody as your friend and 
alway have a story or a piece of news to 
talk about, but never tell them anything 
about you rself because they might make up 
stories about you and they might not be 
nice things. 

If you are lucky enough to make a friend 
who is really nice , make full use of this 
friendship, but never abuse any true 
friendsh ip as it may hurt your friend . 

Try to get a good job with good wage . 
Work hard and learn from everybody. All 
things that are worth learning . Always 
make good use of what you learn and don't 
waste any time or money , and don't 
depend on anyone. 

I know that by your good Christian 
belief you will always do the things that's 
right. By this you will a lways be better than 

the other person if you know it's right and 
stand by your decision. 

You will be judged by God, so you must 
use your Christian beliefs . If you ever stop 
believing in God your strength will 
gradually grow weaker and you won't 
overcome troubles that you come up 
against. 

There's no doubt you will find yourself 
in good and bad company especially if 
you're 'boozin at the nappy'. You will 
forget religion and surely you will fall into 
the trap of sin, but if you always believe in 
God you will try not to do too many bad 
things that you will regret. 

Well friend, I will now close this letter 
and hope that your heart will be full of 
goodness. May prudence, fortitude and 
truth always be in your mind. Perhaps you 
will make yourself a be tter man than 
me-your friend who has been trying to 
give you some good advice. 

Harry Bull , President of the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs, Past-President Jean 
Anderson, Convener Anne Gaw and Provost Tom Ferguson of Kilmarnock and Loudoun 
District, with the winners of the Association's first school children's competition . 

61 



Gartconner Primary School's Burns Federation Shield winners, Kirkintilloch. Amanda Taylor 
(primary seven) with the shield for best of all. 

Photo: Mhic Chambers, Glasgow 

Frae A' the Airts 
tae 

the Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton 

By 
Charles Kennedy 

On Saturday 23rd November 1985 a unique 
even t took place in the Bachelors' Club 
Tarbolton, when , for the fist time within 
the Hallowed Walls of that 200 year old 
building children took precedence over 
adults a nd the words from the pages of the 
printed treasures came alive in verse and 
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song by young people 'Frae A' The Airts'. 
Poems and songs 'Chiefly in The Scots 

Dialect ' were recited and sung by children 
from Tayside , Dumfries and Borders. 
Lanarkshire, Fife and Ayrshire. The fer
vour and sincerity of each young par
ticipant 's choice received felicitous 



applause from the privileged company of 
Mrs. Tebbut (National Trust for Scotland) 
and her mother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson Ogilvie (President, Burns Federa
tion), Mr. and Mrs. Abe Train (Past
President Bums Federation), Mr. Peter 
Westwood (Burns Federation Publicity Of
ficer) and representatives from the various 
districts, also Mr. Sam Hay (Curator of the 
Bachelors' Club). 

The programme was set a-going with the 
'Chieftain 0 the Puddin Race' being cere
moniously carried in by Fiona Delaney 
(Fife), piped by Mark Jackson (Ayrshire) 
and addressed in resounding manner by 
Ryan Marshalsey (Fife). Thereafter it was 
one delightful memory after another, led 
off by Ross McDonald (Tayside) 'A man's 
a man', Christopher Wylie (Tayside), 'Tae 
A Louse', Rebecca McQuillan (Tayside), 
'The Braw Wooer', Fiona Blake, 'To A 
Mouse' (Lanarkshire), Joanne Young 'To 
A Haggis' (Lanarkshire), Lorraine Pat
terson 'Maxwellton Braes' (Lanarkshire), 
Emma Fullerton 'Tam 0 Shanter' (Ayr
shire), Mark Jackson, Selection of Burns's 
airs (Ayrshire), Fiona Delaney 'Holy Wil
lie's Prayer' {Fife), Grant Lawrie 'Address 
to the Toothache' (Fife), Ryan Marshalsey 
'Willie Wastle' (Fife), Diane Lohman 
'She's ower young to marry yet' (Dum
fries), Leona Murdy 'To a Mountain 
Daisy' (Dumfries) and Nicola Fleming 
'John Anderson My Jo' (Dumfries), Heidi 
V. Scott 'Bessie and her spinning wheel' 
(Ayrshire), Lorna Davidson 'Ye Banks 
and Braes' (Ayrshire). 

The centre-piece of this gathering of 
young Bumsians was the 'Immortal 
Memory' rendered by Barry Gavaghan of 
The Young Writers Workshop, Glasgow 
Venne!, Irvine-with compelling sincerity. 
A special feature was the warm, apprecia
tive singing of 'O Wert Thou In the Cauld 
Blast' by the young trio from Tayside.Much 
credit must go to their teacher, Mrs. Karen 
Scott of St. Joseph's primary school, 
Dundee. The company were so apprecia
tive of the young trio that at both per
formances they were called on to sing this 

song twice. 
At the conclusion of the afternoon event 

Mr. Sam Hay curator of the Bachelors' 
Club said he wished to record his feartfelt 
praise to all the young people. He said how 
much his own heart had filled whilst 
listening to the young people. He said that 
during his long life he had yet to hear 
anything better and wished them all much 
happiness, hoping that they would con
tinue to give much pleasure to others 
throughout the country with the wealth of 
talent he had heard here in Tarbolton. 
Mrs. Tebbut also expressed similar senti
ments. Both Wilson Ogilvie and Abe Train 
said that they had been especially pleased 
with the high standard throughout the 
afternoon and gave thanks to Mrs. Karen 
Scott, Dundee for accompanying the chil
dren on the electric organ which the 
Tayside group had transported all the way 
from Dundee to Tarbolton. 

All the young people were taken by car 
and bus to 'Wellwood', Irvine where they 
were welcomed by representatives of the 
Irvine Burns Club and Irvine Development 
Corporation. Refreshments were kindly 
given by IDC. Because of the restriction of 
the numbers that the Bachelors' Club 
could accommodate, many of the parents 
and friends of the children were enter
tained by Mrs. Mae McEwan and her 
young group of enthusiasts from the Young 
Writers' Workshop based at the Glasgow 
Venne!, Irvine. Mac had also enlisted the 
help of a friend Mrs. Nettie Brown to have 
a mannequin show. She also very kindly 
laid on a tea for those who went along. 

The evening's event was warmly 
supported and the young people again 
showed the company that they had a firm 
grasp and worthy appreciation of the 
Bard's works. The young people had had a 
very full day, especially those who had 
travelled from Tayside, Fife and Dumfries. 
as the evening was brought to a close with 
expressions of thanks from Mr. F. Todd of 
Busbiehill Burns Club, the representatives 
from the various districts, Mr. Love of 
Irvine Burns Club, Abe Train and Wilson 
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Ogilvie. All were in agreement with 
Messrs. Train and Ogilvie that this event 
should be taken up and encouraged by the 
Burns Federation. 

Charles Kennedy expressed his deep 
thanks to Mrs. Mae McEwan for her 
Herculean effort in assisting him towards 
the organisation of the event despite the 
fact that she had been in deep pain from a 
recent car accident. He said that the 
bringing of the young people together 
'Frae A' The Airts' had been a gigantic 
task but very worthwhile. The warmth, 
cordiality and social intercourse among the 

young people as well as the willingness to 
take part was surely the hallmark of 
fulfilment for all. 

Indeed 

With joy unfeigned brothers and sisters 
meet, 
And each for others welfare kindly spiers. 

The evening was suitably rounded off by 
the young people's singing group heartily 
singing 'The Deil's Awa Wi The Excise
man' followed by 'Scots Wha' Hae'. 
Thereafter the evening was brought to a 
close with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

Dumfries Octocentenary Celebrations 
By 

David Smith 

1986 was a most important year for 
Dumfries and Doonhamers as it marked 
the 800th anniversary of the founding of 
the town as a Royal Burgh in 1186 when 
William the First granted Dumfries its 
Royal Charter. 

At the invitation of Nithsdale District 
Council, scores of local organisations 
submitted suggestions for celebrating the 
event, everything from horse flapping to a 
Gala orchestral concert, but the Southern 
Scottish Counties Burns Association were 
delighted when one of their proposals for a 
special Burns Supper was selected by the 
council to launch the Octocentenary, and 
would be the first activity in the Calendar 
of Celebrations. 

It had been agreed that no effort would 
be spared to make the event worthy of the 
occasion, a prestigious Burns Supper no 
less, and there was delight therefore when 
it was learned that Dr. Donald Low of 
Stirling University had accepted an 
invitation to propose the 'Immortal 
Memory'. Another coup was the 
agreement by Sir Michael Herries, Chair
man of the Royal Bank of Scotland, and 
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with strong local connections, to propose a 
toast to 'The Town of Dumfries'. Details of 
the programme were quickly arranged and 
the date fixed for Friday 14th February. 
The venue selected was the impressive 
Easterbrook Hall familiar to delegates to 
the Dumfries Conference in 1982. The 
Association's secretary, Donald Urquhart, 
started work on assembling a souvenir 
programme, which eventually ran to 24 
pages, and became a most readable 
account of Burns' Dumfries years, local 
history, and a record of the Burns clubs in 
the town. 

Came the day and 250 Burnsians and 
guests gathered in the Easterbrook Hall to , 
see the top table guests piped in by I~n 
Clowe and led by Councillor Ronme 
Jardine, Convener of Nithsdale District 
Council's Octocentenary Committee. 
Following a welcome from the chairman, 
David Smith, President of the SSCBA, the 
haggis was piped in, carried by M!s. 
Sheena Stein, President of Dumfries 
Ladies Burns Club, and addressed with 
typical gusto by Neil McKeand. After the 
traditional meal, Sir Michael Herries 



Mary Urquhart and Ronnie Crichton with the Octocentenary Valentine. 
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proposed The Town of Dumfries'. Sir 
Michael, who was born in neighbouring 
Kirkcudbrightshire, produced documentary 
evidence to show that his family had 
something in common with Robert Burns, 
two Dumfries Burgess Tickets. The first 
had been presented to his grandfather and 
the second to his father. Provost Ken 
Cameron made a witty speech in reply. An 
interesting feature at the top table was a 
copy of the 1786 Kilmarnock Edition, the 
property of Dumfries Burns Club. This 
valuable volume excited much comment 
and also some nervousness on the part of 
Wilson Ogilvie in whose charge it was. 

Proposing the 'Immortal Memory', Dr. 
Donald.Low, an international authority on 
Scottish Literature, said that Dumfries 
came to mean home to Burns with all the 
happy associations that word bears, but the 
astonishing aspects of his Dumfries years 
was his undiminished creativity as a poet 
and writer of songs, songs which had gone 
round the world for two centuries. Despite 
the hardship which he had experienced at 
Ellisland and his duties as an exciseman 
which involved riding 200 miles on 
horseback per week, he had produced a 
library of titles. 

The toast to The Lassies' was proposed 
by the Association's junior vice-president 

Mr. Ronnie Crichton. Well known as a wit, 
Ronnie produced a typically polished 
toast, rich in humour and 'Bon Mots' but 
he received something of a surprise when, 
in making the reply on behalf of the 
'Lassies', Mrs. Mary Urquhart, in a 
reference to the date, 14th February, 
presented Mr. Crichton with an outsize 
Valentine card accompanied by a hilarious 
doggerel verse. . 

During the evening a collection in aid of : 
the Jean Armour Homes raised £135. 
Contributing to the excellent entertain
ment programme were William 
Williamson, Mrs. M. Ramage, Mrs. A. 
Kerr, Mr. N. McKeand, Mr. W. McNab 
and Mrs. E. Murchie. Mr. Wilson Ogilvie, 
President of the Burns Federation, pro
posed a vote of thanks to the Guests and a 
toast to the artistes was moved by Mrs. E. 
Kirkland, Senior Vice-President of the 
SSCBA. The final toast, to the Chairman, 
was proposed by the Doyen of Dumfries 
Burnsians, Mr. George McKerrow, and a 
spirited rendition of 'Old Lang Syne', 
notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, 
12.45 am, brought a tremendous evening 
to a spectacular close. The Octocentenary 
had been launched in style and the 
Southern Scottish Counties Burns Associa
tion could be justly proud. 

Frank's Golden Touch 
By 

George Anderson 

Two years ago. we reported the honour 
conferred on Burnsian. Frank McAdam, 
when his adopted town of Cumbernauld 
voted him Citizen of the Year. Now, the 
ever active retired baker is in the news 
again. ' 

He became Scotland's Top Pensioner in 
1985. beating off the challenge of five other 
finalists. to win the Scottish regional heat 
of the Legal and General Golden Years 
Award. The announcement of Frank's 

(l(l 

success was made at a champagne break
fast in Glasgow's Albany Hotel. His prize ' 
was a £1,000-half of which Frank 
immediately donated to charity-a bronze 
trophy, and a carriage clock. Then it was 
off to London, for the grand final. There, 
Frank was to mix with a host of persona
lities, including actor Sir John Mills. 
Television host, Derck Batey, and with the 
other finalists, appeared on the Terry 
Wogan Show. It was a fabulous four days. 



'rank McAdam drinking a toast with Derek Batey. 
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Frank lived in a style to which he could 
very easily become accustomed! 

The only disappointing part of a 
memorable trip was the fact that Frank 
didn't win; by a fraction of a point, he 
came second. But Frank was quick to 
congratulate the winner-and to be rightly 
proud that he was second from an original 
country-wide entry of over four thousand 
pensioners. And he had another cheque 
for £500. 

Now firmly back to earth Frank is 

continuing to work for others-and 
displaying all the characteristics of the real 
Burnsian, as he aids those less fortunate 
than himself. 

Footnote: Frank was both surprised and 
touched, when Cumbernauld and District 
Burns Club, made him an Honorary Life 
Member of the Club. But it is an honour 
well deserved for this tireless worker. 
Well done, Frank! 

And the Rains Came! 
By 

David McGregor 

'A fate worse than death!' That was how 
one Past President of the Glasgow and 
District Burns Association was to sum up 
the day chosen for the Association's first 
ever Fete. The day in question was a wet 
Saturday in May (Did we have many dry 
Saturdays in the summer of 1985?). 

The Fete was the Association's contribu
tion to mark the Federation's Centenary 
Year. In the end, in spite of the weather, 
the event was hailed as a great success. The 
Jean Armour Burns Houses benefited 
financially by some £250. The support 
given by the various stall holders and 
members of the general public, was most 
encouraging, considering the dreadful 
weather conditions. 

Opening the Fete, star of STV's Take 
the High Road'-and a member of 
Cumbernauld and District Burns Club-
Ron Paterson kept his pawky remarks to a 
minimum. Even Ron's normal exuberance 
was slightly 'dampened'. Then it was on to 
'Guess the weight of the Haggis', take a 
chance on the 'Wheel of Fortune', buy 
some books or plants, then find out what 
kind of 'bottle' your pound had bought. 

The Federation was there. selling a 
range of publications. There was a snack to 
be had at the tea bar. or some excellent 
home baking to be bought. For those who 
became too wet and cold, there was 

another bar in which to raise the spirits! 
The local Youth Band turned out, too. 

But such was the weather, they had to stop 
playing after only a quarter of an hour, for 
fear the rain would damage any of the 
instruments. 

Sponsors for the event were the Anglia 
Building Society and United Biscuits. As 
with the band, it is hoped that the 
Association can look forward to their 
continued support in the future. The 
Association's Executive Committee are 
now convinced that the Fete should be an 
annual event. 

There was an interesting ceremony 
which preceded the Fete. In the William 
Page Burgess Common Room, Past 
President R. Dickson Johnston unveiled a 
Past Presidents' Board, on which are 
recorded the Association's Presidents since 
its founding in 1907. The Association are 
grateful to Junior Vice-President, Brian 
McKirgan and his friend, Mr. McDonald, 
for this valuable addition to the Houses. 

One final point on the Fete; the Past 
President whose remark opened this 
report, found Fate smiled kindly on him. 
He guessed the weight of the Haggis
which was eventually presented to 
Ballochmylc Hospital-and won himself a 
bottle of whisky! 



Two Haggis Club members, Alex Armit and Len Packer, in serious conversation . They may 
have been concerned about the weather but their stall was a great success. 
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President Archie McArthur looks on as TV's Ron Paterson-'Sorry' Watson of 'Take the High 
Road '-declares the Fete open . 
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with his dramatic delivery and intonation 
before changing the mood completely with 
Scott's 'Young Lochinvar' then James 
Hogg's 'Bonny Kilmenny'. William 
Williamson's superb tenor voice touched 
the heart of the company with Lady John 
Scott's 'Durisdeer' and 'Ae Fond Kiss'. 
Rachel Dobie introduced the 'Modern 
Period' with a reading from Stevenson's 
'From A Railway Carriage, and Ian 
Crichton Smith 's-'The Visitors', to her 
father-in-law's poem 'Dumfries'. 

Wilson Ogilvie covered a vast distance 
from the poetry of his Buchan homeland 
via the poignant 'Fetlar Lullaby', and 
Donald Campbell's 'Prince Marmaduke', 
to the cynicism of Captain Blair's 'Bloody 
Orkney' and Norman McCaig's 'Fetching 
Cows'. Part one of the programme 
concluded with Hugh MacDiarmid's 
'Crowdieknowe', followed by William 
Neil's wickedly funny satire on the. 
MacDiarmid memorial at Langholm. 

Part two continued the MacDiarmid 
theme with an excerpt from 'A drunk man 
looks at a thistle' from Ronnie Crichton 
who displayed all his rich vocal talents with 
the brilliant 'Embro-To The Ploy' and 
'The last steam train to the South West', 

not forgetting McGonigal's-'Beautiful 
City of Glasgow'. William Williamson 
brought tears to the eyes with his 'Tam 
Linn's Lady' and the 'Wee Malkies' and 
Rachel Dobie took over with 'The Bairnies 
cuddle doon' by Alexander Anderson (The 
Surfaceman) and delighted the audience 
with 'The Ruined Maids Complaint' by 
way of 'The Address to the Unco' Guid' 
and 'Willie Wastle'. Two hours later, 
Wilson Ogilvie wound up with Alan 
Ramsay's 'The Twa Cats and the Cheese' 
and finally Burns's haunting 'Collar's 
Saturday Night'. 

Although advertised as 'Burns and Co.', 
the bard by no means dominated the 
evening and even he couldn't have chosen 
better company: Scott, Hogg, Stevenson, 
Ian Crichton-Smith, George MacKay 
Brown, Norman McCaig, Hugh 
MacDiarmid, even McGonigal wasn't for
gotten. 

The Dumfries Burns Club's contribution 
to the 1985 Dumfries and Galloway Arts 
Festival had the enthusiastic audience 
gasping for more and left the suspicion that 
this particular 'gang of four' would be 
heard from again. 

BURNS IN 
GLASS ... 

On Sunday, 30th June 1985 the Burns 
Federation presented a stained-glass 
window to the High Kirk of St. Giles' to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
publication of the Edinburgh Edition of 
the poems of Robert Burns. 
I'll jink ye yet auld Nickie Ben, 
Win free fae aa your wiles; 
The Kirk has gien me for my ain, 
A winnock in St. Giles'. 
The coofs wha mang the dross aye strive, 
Tae raise the cheapened smiles; 
Maun gang anither gait nou I've. 
That winnock in St. Giles·. 

T!. 

The fleshly thorn I free admit, 
Yet, in life's balance, whiles. 
A thocht or deed has deemed me fit, 
For winnock in St. Giles'. 
The Federation I maun thank 
Wha fand in stourie files; ' 
Some sense an worth tae lat me rank 
Thon winnock in St. Giles'. ' 
Thou God wha sees in ilka hairt 
The pa~gs that stoun fae guiles;' 
A bard 1s honoured by Thy pairt
My winnock in St. Giles'! 

James S. Adam, 
Edinburgh. 



The Wauchope Cairn (Photo: Barker Photo Agency, Hawick) . 
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W AUCHOPE CAIRN 
The Hawick Burns Club took upon itself 
the task of erecting a cairn to com
memorate the visit Robert Burns paid to 
Mrs. Scott (The Guidwife of Wauchope 
House), on toth May, 1787. This was the 
nearest the Bard came to Hawick. The 
house was situated near the village of 
Bonchester Bridge about five miles from 
Hawick. The main inspiration behind this 
project was the President of the club, Aiec 
Martin. The members of the club gave him 
100% support in his venture. Permission 
was obtained from the owners, Northum
berland Education Department, to erect 
the cairn and planning permission was 
granted by the Border Regional Council. 
The President was ably assisted by J. 
Forsyth, a local Burns enthusiast, Archie 
McArthur, Burns Federation representa
tive from Kelso, and Mr. J. R. Scott, 
Border Regional Councillor. Mr. H. 
Brown, a member of the club, offered to 
build the cairn at no cost for his labour and 
a local building firm offered to supply the 
materials needed to build the cairn. The 
original stone of Wauchope House which 
was destroyed by fire and was demolished 
was found in the surrounding woodland 
and skilfully cut by Hendry as Mr. Brown 
is known in Hawick. It took him three days 
to erect the cairn and the date fixed for the 
unveiling and dedication ceremony was 
14th July 1985. The day dawned not very 

bright but the clouds gave way to brilliant 
sunshine. 

Mr. John Inglis, Burns Federation 
President, carried out the unveiling 
ceremony and added a few well chosen 
remarks in praise of the Hawick Burns 
Club. The Rev. George Watson dedicated 
the Cairn with great feeling Archie . 
McArthur recited the poem 'The Guidwife ' 
of Wauchope House' in true Federation 
fashion preceded by a short history of Mrs. 
Scott. The Burns Club piper Mr. George 
Gillies composed a new pipe tune for the 
event and named it 'Wauchope Cairn'. It 
must have given him great satisfaction to 
play it as part of the ceremony. The 
proceedings finished with the piper playing 
'Scots Wha' Hae'. Visitors were present 
from many Burns Clubs, even from 
Canada. Mr. Alistair Hutton, Euro MP for 
the Borders, added his presence to the 
company which included many local 
dignitaries. After the ceremony the 
company returned to the Burns Club in 
Hawick where they were wined and dined 
and were entertained with Burns 
recitations. 

This memorable day closed with a 
presentation of a silver salver to Mr. Henry 
Brown and a vote of thanks was given by 
Mr. John Inglis, president of the Burns 
Federation. All in all a wonderful day and 
many new friendships made. 

ALEXANDER FINDLATER 
'One of the first, if not the very first of Excisemen' 

By 

James L. Hempstead 

On 27th August 1789, Robert Burns wrote 
to Mr. David Blair, Gunsmith, Birming
ham, I have for some time had in view to 
commence acting Excise Officer.-I say 
acting, for I have had an Excise Commis-
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..... ._ _________________ _ 

sion by me nearly these two years ... I 
believe I am now appointed to a Division 
in the middle of which I live, and may 
perhaps enter on business in a week or ten 
days.' On IOth October his name appeared 

J. 



on an official list of Excise Officers, with a 
note to the effect that he was on active 
duty. 

Burns lost no time in translating the 
good news into verse. In his 'Epistle to Dr. 
Blacklock', the blind Edinburgh poet, 
writing from Ellisland on 21st October, he 
said: 

But what d'ye think, my trusty Fier? 
I'm turned a Gauger-Peace be here! 
Parnassian Quines I fear, I fear 
Ye'll now disdain me, 
And then my fifty pounds a year 
Will little gain me. 

Before he could take up his appointment, 
legally, he had to be sworn into the service. 
This took place on 27th October, as is 
shown by the minute of the Justices of the 
Peace Quarter Sessions for Dumfriesshire: 

'At Dumfries the twenty-seventh day of October 
one thousand, seven hundred and eighty-nine 
years. 

Quarter Sessions of the Peace. Sederunt. 
George Maxwell of Carruchan, John Welsh, 
Sheriff substitute, William Lawson of Girthead, 
Thomas Goldie of Craigmuire and John Bushby 
of Kempleton, who made choice of the said 
George Maxwell to be their Praeses. 

sought to paint Burns, in his Dumfries 
years, as a person 'Perpetually stimulated 
by alcohol'. 

The name Findlater is of French 
derivation, Fin-la-terre signifying 'the 
land's end', and is a very apt description of 
the locality which bears the name. It is 
situated in the Parish of Fordyce, on the 
shore of the Moray Firth, about one mile 
east of Cullen. Resting on a peninsula is 
the ruin of Findlater Castle, a stronghold 
of the Ogilvies in the reign of James II and 
from which the Earls of Findlater derived 
their title. The title became extinct in 1811. 

Alexander Findlater was born at Burnt
island on 11 th September, 1754, the fourth 
son of James F. Findlater, Excise Officer, 
and Helen Ballantine. Many of his 
ancestors were ministers of the Church of 
Scotland and he was called after his 
grandfather, the Reverend Alexander 
Findlater, first minister of Hamilton after 
the Revolution Settlement. 

Findlater was admitted to the Excise in 
1774 and his first station was at Cu par, 
Fife, in 1777; thereafter at Camelon, 1778, 
Falkirk, 1782, and Glasgow (Glasshouse), 
1784. On lOth October 1786, he was 
recommended for Examiner and Super
visor. 2 From December 1787 until 14th 

Mr Findlater 
& 

Mr. Burns 
qualified 

Alexander Findlater Supervisor of Excise & Robert Burns, officer 
of Excise both in Dumfries Collection qualified themselves, the first 
as an extraordinary officer of the Customs & the other as an Officer 
of the Excise by taking and swearing the oath of allegeance (sic) to 
His Majesty King George the Second (sic) & other oaths appointed 
by law and subscribing the same with the Assurance. And the Justices 
adjourn their Quarter Session till the Third Tuesday of November 
next.' 

Alexander Findlater, whose name also 
appears on the minute, was at that time 
acting Supervisor of the Dumfries Excise 
District and Burns's immediate superior. 
He proved to be one of the poet's most 
loyal friends and defended the character 
and reputation of the dead poet against the 
calumnies of those early biographers. who 

April 1791, when he was appointed 
officially as Supervisor of Dumfries 
District, he acted as Supervisor, first for 
John Lewars, Senior, who died in 1789 and 
thereafter for John Rankine, who died on 
4th March 1791. Presumably both these 
officers had been off duty prior to their 
deaths, hence the reason for Findlater's 
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temporary appointment. In a character 
register of 1794 he was described as 'a good 
officer'. 

From a Jetter written by Burns to Find
Jater on the day following their appearance 
before the Justices of the Peace, it would 
suggest that the two had become 
acquainted sometime prior to Burns's 
entry into the Excise. The letter also 
reveals that Findlater had furnished the 
Scottish Board of the Excise, no doubt on 
request, with a favourable testimony of 
Burns's character. The text of Burns's 
letter is as follows: 

Mr. A. Findlater Ellisland, 28th October, 1789 
Dumfries 

Sir, 

I believe I mentioned something to you yester
night of the character that Mr. Corbet told me 
you had given of me to our Edin. Excise folks, 
but my conscience accuses me that I did not 
make the proper acknowledgements to you for 
your Goodness.-Most sincerely and gratefully 
do I thank you, Sir, for this uncommon instance 
of kindness & friendship.-

I mean not by this as if I would propitiate your 
future inspection of my conduct-No, Sir; I trust 
to act, and, I shall act, so as to defy Scrutiny; but 
I send this as a sheer tribute of Gratitude to a 
Gentleman whose goodness has laid me under 
very great obligations, and for whose character 
as a Gentleman I have the highest esteem.-It 
may very probably never be in my power to 
repay, but it is equally out of my power to 
forget, the obligations you have laid on. 

Sir, your deeply indebted and very humble 
servant, 

Robert Burns.3 

on horseback in all weathers. He had to 
provide and maintain a horse and pay all 
travelling expenses out· of his meagre 
income. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
before he was six months in the service he 
was angling for a more lucrative and less 
arduous station. In a letter to his elderly 
correspondent, Mrs. Frances Dunlop, 
written in March, 1790, he gave the first 
hint of his intention to give up the farm at 
Ellisland and rely solely on the Excise for a 
living. The Jetter also shows that, by then, 
he had set his sights on a Port Division, 
which was the most rewarding of the 
subordinate posts. He writes: 

'My farm is a ruinous bargain, and would ruin 
me to abide by it. The Excise, notwithstanding 
all my objections to it, pleases me tolerably well; 
it is indeed my sole dependence ... You 
formerly wrote me, if a Mr. Corbet in the Excise 
could be of use to me. If it is a Corbet who is 
what we call one of our General Supervisors, of 
which we have just two in Scotland, he can do 
everything for me. Were he to interest himself 
properly for me, he could easily by Martinmas 
1791 transport me to Port Glasgow Port 
Division, which would be the ultimatum of my 
present Excise hopes. He is a William Corbet, 
and has his home, I believe, somewhere about 
Stirling ... ' 

On 28th July, 1790, Burns was trans
ferred to the Dumfries Third or Tobacco 
Division-a footwalk, which increased his 
salary to £70 per annum and relieved him 
of the expense of keeping a horse. 
Whether Corbet had a hand in this is not 
known. Certainly Mrs. Dunlop had been 
busy on the poet's behalf, having advanced 
his cause through the good offices of 

Burns's first posting in the Excise was to Corbet's wife, with whom she once had 
the 'Dumfries first Itinerancy', as it was been on intimate terms. As a result we find 
called. His salary was £50 per annum, plus Burns responding to an invitation from 
an indeterminate sum out of fines collected Corbet, conveyed through Findlater, to 
from defaulters whom he reported. His write giving his reasons for wishing to 
Excise station comprised fourteen circuits, change to a Port Division. An extract from 
technically termed rides, which involved his letter, dated October, 1790, is a 
him travelling two hundred miles per week follows· I 

·- .. ~ ..... 70 ................ ______________ ~~~~-· l 



Portrait of Alexander Find later by an unknown artist. 
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'Mr Findlater tells me that you wish to know 
from myself, what are my views in desiring to 
change my Excise Division.-With the wish 
natural to man, of bettering his present 
situation, I have turned my thoughts towards the 
practicability of getting into a Port Division.
As I know that the General Supervisors are 
omnipotent in these matters, my honoured 
friend, Mrs. Dunlop of Dunlop, offered me to 
interest you in my behalf.' 

At this time it seems evident that 
Findlater too, was doing his best to 
advance Burns's prospects. Although the 
poet had been little more than a year in the 
service, Findlater had formed a high 
opinion of his character and ability, and 
was confident that Burns was capable of 
carrying out the duties of any post within 
the Excise. Following a meeting with 
Corbet at Stirling, at which Burns's future 
in the Excise appears to have been dis
cussed, Findlater sent the following letter 
to the General Supervisor: 

To William Corbet, Esq., 
General Supervisor of Excise, Stirling. 

Dear Sir, 
Mr. Burns informs me that, in Consequence 

of a communication between you and some of 
his friends, he has stated his case to you by letter 
and exprest his wishes, on account of his family, 
of being translated to a more beneficial 
appointment; And as at our last interview at 
Stirling you hinted a desire of being certified of 
the propriety of his Character as an officer of the 
Revenue, I shall, abstracted from every 
Consideration of his other talents, which are so 
universally admired, in a few words give you my 
Opinion of him. He is an active, faithful and 
zealous officer, gives the most unremitting 
attention to the duties of his office (which, by 
the bye, is more than I at first look'd for from so 
eccentric a Genius) and, tho' his experience 
must be as yet but small, he is capable, as you 
may well suppose, of atchieving (sic) a much 
more arduous task than any difficulty that the 
theory or practice of our business can exhibit. In 
short-being such as I have described-and, 
believe me, I have not 'o'erstep'd the modesty 
of truth-he is truly worthy of your friendship: 
and if your recommendation can help him 
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forward to a more eligible situation, you will 
have the merit of conferring an Obligation on a 
man who may be considered a credit to the 
profession. I am, Dear Sir, Your most Obedient 
humble Servant, 

A. Findlater.4 

Dumfries, 
20 December 1790 

Just one month later, on 27th January 
1791, Burns was placed on the list of those 
eligible for promotion to Examiner and 
Supervisor. It seems reasonable to assume 
that Findlater's letter was an influential 
factor. 

Although a warm friendship existed 
between Burns and his Supervisor, it was 
not allowed to interfere with official 
business. Findlater's professional integrity 
was such that he was strict in the sur
veillance of all officers under his control. 
In June, 1791, he had occasion to take 
Burns to task over a faulty entry in one of 
his ledgers. An extract from Burns's reply 
shows how concerned he was about the 
imputation against his character, and also 
how attentive he was to his duties: 

'I know, Sir, and regret that this business glances 
with a malign aspect on my character as an 
Officer; but as I am really innocent in the affair, 
and as the gentleman is known to be an illicit 
Dealer, and particularly as this is the single 
instance of the least shadow of carelessness or 
impropriety in my conduct as an Officer, I shall 
be peculiarly unfortunate if my character shall 
fall a sacrifice to the dark manoeuvres of 
Smuggler.' 

The year 1792 was one of mixed fortune 
for Burns. On 26th April he was promoted 
to the Dumfries Port Division, the best 
assignment in the District. His prospects 
seemed good; now he could look forward 
to a supervisorship, which would ulti
mately come his way by seniority, while 
beyond that was the prospect of an 
appointment as a Collector, which would 
give him, 'besides a handsome income a 
life of complete leisure'. In Decemb~r, 
however, someone reported him to the 

------~· .·::~"...._ ____________________ _ 
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'To Mr. Findlater-a Pledge of rooted Friendship, well watered with many a bottle of good 
Wine-Robt. Burns' {inscription in a volume of Select Scottish Airs, which Burns presented to 
Findlater in 1793). Reproduced by courtesy of the National Library of Ireland. 

Board of Excise as a person disaffected to. 
the Government, and an enquiry was 
ordered into his conduct. 

Perhaps it was fortunate for Burns that 
the man chosen by the Board to conduct 
the enquiry' was William Corbet, the 
General Supervisor, already mentioned. 
He came to Dumfries to carry out an on 
the spot investigation, an indication that 
the Board took a serious view of the 
matter, since they were dealing, not with 
an ordinary humble subordinate, but with 
an officer who was also a national cele
brity. 

Findlater testified that Burns 'was exact, 
vigilant, and sober; that in fact he was one 
of the best officers in the District. '5 If we 
are to believe John Syme, Collector of 
Stamps in Dumfries, and a close friend of 
Burns, Corbet's mission became something 
of a social occasion. In a note to Alexander 
Peterkin he said, 'Mr Corbet admonished 
Burns-but found no grounds save some 
witty sayings-Mr. Corbet, Mr, Findlater, 
Burns and I dined together once or twice 
on the occasion. '6 Writing later of this· 
affair, Findlater said, 'I may venture to 
assert that when Burns was accused of a 

leaning to democracy and an enquiry into 
his conduct took place, he was subjected, 
in consequence thereof, to no more than 
perhaps a verbal or private caution to be 
more circumspect in future. Neither do I 
believe his promotion was thereby 
affected, but had he lived, it would have 
gone on in the usual routine.'7 

Findlater's testimony that Burns 'was 
one of the best officers in the District' was 
fully justified two years later when Burns 
was chosen from some twelve officers in 
the Dumfries District to act as Supervisor 
for Findlater, who was absent from duty 
for nearly four months because of illness. It 
also confirmed that he was capable of 
discharging the arduous and responsible 
duties of Supervisor, and indicates that his 
promotion prospects had not been 
jeopardised. 

The only poem which Burns addressed 
to Findlater was a somewhat broad verse 
epistle, sent from Ellisland one Saturday 
morning along with a present of eggs. 
Although the poem contains only five 
stanzas, it illustrates, once again, Burns's 
mastery of the verse epistle and his 
wonderful sense of humour: 
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Dear Sir, 
our Lucky humbly begs 

Ye'll prie her caller, new-laid eggs: 
Lord grant the Cock may keep his legs, 

Aboon the Chuckies; 
And wi his kittle, forket clegs, 
Claw wee) their dockies! 

Had Fate that curst me in her ledger, 
A Poet poor, and poorer Gager, 
Created me that feather'd Sodger, 

A generous Cock, 
How I wad craw and strut and roger 

My kecklin Flock! 

Buskit wi mony a bien, braw feather, 
I wad defied the warst o weather: 
When corn or bear I could na gather 

To gie my burdies; 
I'd treated them wi caller heather, 

And weel-knooz'd hurdies. 

Nae cursed CLERICAL EXCISE 
On honest Nature's laws and ties; 
Free as the vernal breeze that flies 

At early day, 
We'd tasted Nature's richest joys, 

But stint or stay.-

But as this subject's something kittle, 
Our wisest way's to say but little; 
And while my Muse is at her mettle, 

I am, most fervent, 
Or may I die upon a whittle! 

Your Friend and Servant
Robt. Burns. 

Following his death in 1796, Burns's 
reputation suffered severely at the hands of 
his early biographers. Robert Heron in 
1797 and Dr. James Currie in 1800 both 
painted him as a habitual drunkard in his 
latter years, which, unfortunately, became 
the accepted legend for more than a 
century. In 1814, the copyright of Currie's 
first edition expired, and the following year 
an attempt was made by Alexander Peter
kin, a Scottish solicitor, to disprove some 
of the false charges made by Heron, Currie 
and others. 

Although he reprinted Currie in full, the 
real value of the work lies in his ninety
eight page preface which included among 
others. a letter contributed by Alexander 
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Findlater, testifying to Burns's true 
character. The great significance of 
Findlater's evidence is that it comes from 
one who had known the poet intimately 
during the last six years of his life-a 
period which a biographer, a century later, 
was still so mis~uided to describe as 'a story 
of decadence'. The following is an extract 
from Findlater's letter, written from 
Glasgow on 10th October, 1814: 

'My connection with Robert Burns commenced 
immediately after his admission into the Excise, 
and continued to the hour of his death. In all 
that time, the superintendence of his behaviour, 
as an officer of the revenue, was a branch of my 
especial province, and it may be supposed I 
would not be an inattentive observer of the 
general conduct of a man and a poet, so 
celebrated by his countrymen. In the former 
capacity, so far from its being "impossible for 
him to discharge the duties of his office with that 
regularity which is almosts indispensable'', as is 
palpably assumed by one of his biographers, and 
insinuated not very obscurely even by Dr. 
Currie, he was exemplary in his attention as an 
Excise officer; and was even jealous of the least 
imputation of his vigilance ... Having stated 
Burns's unremitting attention to business, which 
certainly was not compatible with perpetual 
intoxication; it follows, of course, that this latter 
charge must fall to the ground: and I will 
further avow, that I never saw him, which was 
very frequently while he lived at Ellisland, and 
still more so, almost every day, after he removed 
to Dumfries, but in hours of business he was 
quite himself, and capable of discharging the 
duties of his office: nor was he ever known to 
drink by himself, or seen to indulge in the use of 
liquor in a forenoon, as the statement, that he 
was perpetually under its stimulus, unequivo
cally implies ... I have seen Burns in all his 
various phases, in his convivial moments, in his 
sober moods, and in the bosom of his family: 
indeed, I believe I saw more of him than any 
other individual had occasion to see, after he 
became an Excise officer, and I never beheld 
anything like the gross enormities with which he 
is now charged: That when set down in an 
evening with a few friends whom he liked, he 
was apt to prolong the social hour beyond the 
bounds which prudence would dictate, is un· 
questionable; but in his family, I will venture to 
say. he was never seen otherwise than attentive 



and affectionate to a high degree. Upon the 
whole. it is much to be lamented that there has 
been so much broad unqualified assertion as has 
been displayed in Burns's history; the virulence 
indeed with which his memory has been treated, 
is hardly paralleled in the annals of literature.' 

In February, 1834, following the publi
cation of Allan Cunningham's Life of 
Burns, which came out as a preface to an 
edition of the works, Findlater sent a long 
letter to the editor of Johnstone's 
Edinburgh Magazine. The letter also 
appeared in the Glasgow Courier in March 
of the same year. In it he took issue with 
Cunningham who claimed that Burns was 
harshly treated by the Government and the 
Board of Excise. He also successfully 
debunked some of Cunningham's-romantic 
flights of fancy. Although Findlater was 
then eighty years of age, his letter shows 
that when recalling events of some forty 
years past, his memory of Burns and the 
Excise was still very clear. With the sub
sequent publication of the Works, Find
later again sent a letter to the editor of the 
Glasgow Courier, which appeared in 
January, 1835. Once more he found it 
necessary to correct Cunningham's colour
ful fabrications. Since these letters have 
never been reprinted, they appear on 
pages 74-79 for the benefit of readers. 

Findlater remained as Supervisor at 
Dumfries until 1797, when he was pro
moted to one of the prestigious posts of 
General Supervisor for Scotland, in succes
sion to William Corbet. He served in this 
capacity until 1806, when he took over as 
Collector at Haddington, a move which 
seems to suggest that the post at 
Haddington was more rewarding than that 
of General Supervisor. In 1811, he again 
succeeded Corbet as Collector at Glasgow, 
then considered the plum post in Scotland. 
He held this position until 1825. when he 
retired at the age of seventy-one after fifty 
years service. The minutes of the Board of 
Excise bear frequent witness to the con
fidence which the Board placed in him over 
the long period of his service.9 

He was twice married. His first wife was 

Susannah Forrester, daughter of a writer in 
Falkirk, whom he married in 1778. There 
were five children of the marriage. 
Susannah died in 1810 and was buried in 
Greyfriar's Churchyard, Edinburgh. 
Sometime thereafter, (date is unknown), 
he married Catherine Anderson. From this 
union there were three children. Ill 

Findlater lived out the remainder of his 
life in Glasgow, where he died on 3rd 
December, 1839, at the grand old age of 
eighty-five. He was buried in the old 
Anderston Burying Ground in North 
Street, since swept away in the massive 
redevelopment of the Anderston area. In 
1923 the inscription on the original head
stone was found to be almost illegible and a 
new granite memorial stone was erected, 
which bore the following inscription: 

To the memory of 
Alexander Findlater 

Supervisor of Excise at Dumfries, 
afterwards Collector of 

Excise at Glasgow 
Born 1754; died 1839 

The friend of Robert Burns in life 
His vindicator after death 

Erected by the Sandyford Burns Club. 
1923. II 

In a letter which Burns sent in January, 
1794, to Robert Graham of Fin try, one of 
the Commissioners of Excise who had 
befriended him, he paid this tribute to his 
immediate superior: 

' ... Mr. Findlater. my Supervisor. who is not 
only one of the first, if not the very first of 
Excisemen. in vour Service. but also one of the 
worthiest fellm~s in the universe." 

Burns was never to know how truly 
prophetic his tribute was to become. 
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GLASGOW COURIER. 
THURSDAY MORNING, JANUARY 29, 1835. 

LITERATURE 
Cunningham's Life of Burns 

Mr. Findlater to the editor of the Glasgow 
Courier 

Sir,-You cannot, I dare say, have failed 
to observe that few of our Scottish poets 
have had so many biographers, and writers 
of remarks and strictures on their works, 
life. and conduct, as Robert Burns. Some 
have lauded him to the skies, while others 
have treated him with an extreme degree 
of harshness and severity. On the whole, 
however. the former sentiment seems 
latterly to prevail; and. as these discussions 
have been handled by abler pens than 
mine, I, by no means, intend to obtrude 
my opinion of his merits here. 

An idea. however. having gone abroad 
that he was illiberally and cruelly treated 
bv the Board of Excise. which. it is broadlv 
i~sinuated. arrested his promotion-. 
crushed his spirits. injured his health. and 
hurried him to a premature grave; and. 
knowing this opinion to be erroneous. I 
,,, 
"-

k.. •. ___ __. .. f • . ·-,...,. ________________ _ 

mean to combat it-but, while I do so, I 
will take no credit to myself for a generous 
and chivalric attempt, exclusively, to 
rescue the memory of the Commisioners of 
Excise (now, I believe, all in the dust) from 
so unjust an aspersion. Being, in another 
shape, implicated myself, and my veracity 
called in question; and, this, for having 
stated (as recorded in Lockhart's Life of 
Burns) that, when the investigation 
relative to his political principles took 
place, 'he was subjected to no more. 
perhaps, than a verbal, or private caution, 
and to be more circumspect in future; and 
that neither did I believe his promotion 
was thereby affected. but that, had he 
lived. it would have gone on in the usual 
routine.' This is 'the head and front of my 
offending.· In the review of this work. in a 
celebrated periodical, the editor, with 
much urbanity. as well as good feeling. 
does not express any doubt of my veracity. 
but .only the extent of my knowledge on the 
subject. as, after a prefatory compliment. 
he only says. ·we know better.· With this. 
the most fastidious would have had no 



right to find fault. But, in the late life of the 
poet, by Allan Cunningham, it is carried a 
degree further. He says P .282 (after 
quoting what I had said about a private 
caution), 'Burns knew best how this 
was-an order to act, and not to think; and 
whatever might be men and measures, to 
be silent and obedient seems a sharp sort of 
private caution.' He further adds, after 
expressing his doubts of a story given of 
Burns purchasing, and sending to the 
French Directory, four guns, captured in a 
smuggling vessel, 'I suspect the story is not 
more accurate than, that when accused of a 
leaning to Democracy, he was subjected to 
no more than, perhaps, a verbal or private 
caution to be more circumspect in 
future'-(p.285). 

If Mr. Cunningham had been fair and 
polite, I would have been silent, and, 
perhaps, submissive; but this is so highly 
coloured, as imperatively to call on me for 
a vindication, which, I am sorry to say, will 
unavoidably lead me into a technical, and, 
of course, disagreeable discussion of excise 
forms of business, not at all likely to be 
interesting to the public; but being brought 
before that dread tribunal in so question
able a way, I am obliged to have recourse 
to a similar mode of explanation. I have to 
mention then, that, the excise business, 
even in rebukes and censures to officers, is 
managed in the most regular and 
systematic manner; and the following are 
the degrees, beginning with that for a slight 
offence:-First, a verbal caution. This is 
not much regarded by young and thought
less officers, who, in a slang way, say, it 
breaks no bones,-that is, it does not affect 
the character, no record thereof being kept: 
immediately, however, these assume a 
more tangible, and latterly an appalling 
shape, as the second degree is an 
admonishment: third a sharp admonish
ment: fourth, a reprimand: and fifth. a 
severe reprimand; all narrating the cause 
of the censure, and this last concluding 
with a caveat, that, if the offender docs not 
in future pay more regard to his instruc
tions. he will be suspended or discharged. 

These arc transmitted to the respective 
Supervisors, to be registered and delivered 
to the offenders. Nor is this all-a com
plete register thereof, for all Scotland, is 
kept by the General Examiner, at the head 
office, which is examined on every 
occasion when an officer's character falls to 
be considered, particularly when any 
application is made for promotion. Now, if 
Burns had been subjected to any of all 
these, except the first, I must, ex-officio, 
have known of it, as it could not have been 
concealed from me; and I, therefore, 
consider the authority for what I have 
stated, on this subject, to be of the most 
unquestionable and decisive description; 
such, indeed, as nothing but the most 
obstinate prejudice will resist: and hence. 
it is apparent, why no record of this 
business could be found in the excise 
office, as stated in 'Lockhart's Life,' and 
more pertinaciously and virulently insisted 
on by Cunningham-(p.282). In truth, 
there was not much to put on record; 
chiefly an order from the Board of Excise, 
to a superior officer, to investigate the 
complaint; which he having, of course, 
performed and reported the result, was 
directed, in return, to caution the Bard, as 
before stated. In this view of the case I 
think I may safely appeal to every dis
passionate mind, whether any public 
Board could have exhibited more liberal 
and humane conduct than appears here. 
The mildest form of censure is directed
not even a trace of the transaction to be 
found; and, in a short time, so totally 
forgotten, that Burns finds himself not only 
continued on the list for promotion, but. 
on the very first opportunity that occurred 
in Dumfries, is actually employed to 
officiate as a Supervisor; and. I say without 
hesitation. would, if he had lived, have 
been promoted in his due course; and. 
that. at a shorter period of service than any 
of his predecessors. Nay. he himself. 
though a good deal alarmed at first, was at 
length satisfied of this. and writes to his 
friend. Mrs. Dunlop. Dec. 29, I 796. that 
being now employed to officiate as a 
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Supervisor, he considered his political sins 
to be forgiven him. Another charge of 
cruelty has also been brought forward 
against the Board, that of refusing his full 
salary during his illness, which a little 
explanation will set rights. A few years 
previous to this period, an addition of £15 
per annum had been made to the salaries, 
accompanied with a condition of being 
stopped to officers not doing duty. This 
still existed in Burns' time, and his was no 
worse treatment than others in similar 
circumstances of indisposition. It is here 
incumbent on me to mention, that Com
missioner Graham, regretting, I have no 
doubt, his inability to comply with the 
Poet's wishes as to the full salary, sent him 
a private donation of £5, which, I believe, 
nearly, or totally, compensated the loss. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I think I 
have a right to assume, that the charge of 
the Poet having his promotion blasted, his 
spirits crushed, and himself hurried to a 
premature grave by the cruelty and oppres
sion, or, as Cunningham more graphically, 
perhaps, designates it, the racks of the 
excise, must fall to the ground. Indeed, so 
much the contrary is the fact, that instead 
of obstructing, all his superior officers I 
have conversed with on the subject were 
anxiously desirous to sec him promoted, 
and would have lent their every aid to 
accomplish it. But, alas! the Poet was not 
fated to see this, and fell a victim to distress 
and premature death, from other causes 
than those now ascribed by his bio
graphers. Let the noble, the proud, the 
great, and affluent, who ought to be the 
patrons of genius, consider this and blush! 

I ought. perhaps, to close here, as 
neither disposed nor qualified to take on 
me the office of critic; but the notice of a 
few trifling mistakes in 'Cunninghams Life' 
will hardly. I presume, come under that 
designation. At p.271, Burns is described 
as having 'his excise labours extended over 
a long and barren line of sea-coast, upon 
which he was compelled to keep watch for 
many a darksome hour. galloping from 
point to point, to prevent the disembarka-

tion of run goods', &c. I cannot suppose 
wilful misrepresentation here, but the 
author has either been misled or very 
ill-informed; as after Burns removed into 
Dumfries from Ellisland, he never kept a 
horse, nor had any occasion for one in his 
business; he had no charge whatever of the 
Dumfriesshire coast-was not compelled 
to watch the darksome hours, and still less 
to gallop from point to point to prevent the 
landing of run goods.-Indeed, except in 
the isolated emergency of the empty 
smuggling vessel, brought so prominently 
forward, and one or two occasions when 
cargoes of rum from the West Indies were 
legally landed near Annan, where Burns 
attended as Port-officer, for which he had 
an extra salary, he had never any occasion. 
save for his own pleasure, to go beyond the 
precincts of the town of Dumfries. 

It is painful to enter upon the next article 
I have in view. At p.344, is 'presented a 
melancholy spectacle; the poet dying; his 
wife in hourly expectation of being con· 
fined; four helpless children wandering 
from room to room, gazing on their miser· 
able parents, and little of food or cordial 
kind to pacify the whole or sooth the sick'. 
If effect has been studied here, the author 
has succeeded a merveille; but this must 
not deter me from stating what came under 
my own observation, and consists with my 
own knowledge. It is unnecessary, nv 
doubt, to explain that food is a tangible 
subject, and what every body understands 
but the cordial is not so easily defined. 
being probably, in the language ol 
romance, either wine or some other more 
highly and deliciously concentrated modifi 
cation of the juice of the grape. In common 
parlance, however, the family of the bare 
wanted none of the necessaries of life 
during all the period of my acquaintanci 
with him, and few people, I believe, hac 
better opportunities of knowledge on thi, 
subject than myself, or were more Ire 
quently in his house, particularly after h' 
came to reside in Dumfries and in thi 
latter days of his life. On the ~ight, indeed 
immediately preceding his decease. I sat b1 
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his bedside, and administered the last 
morsel he ever swallowed, not certainly in 
the form of medicine, which at that period 
was totally relinquished as unavailing, nor 
of the cordial of romance; but what was 
better fitted to allay his thirst and cool his 
parched and burning tongue. 

I might extend these animadversions 
further, but having, I presume, accom
plished the object I had in view, I 
desist.-Quid muftis verbis? 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

A. Findlater. 
Glasgow, North Wellington Place, 

February, 1834. 

Cunninghame's Life of Burns. 
To the Editor of the Glasgow Courier. 

Sir-When I wrote and sent you a few 
observations on Cunninghame's Life of 
Burns, at the time of the publication of his 
first volume, I considered them sufficient 
to set an often discussed question (thread
bare I wot) at rest. That such was the effect 
with most of Burns' living relatives, as well 
as many of his friends, I have great reason 
to believe; but it appears this was not the 
case with some of his posthumous, or, as I 
may designate them, ultra-fastidious 
friends, particularly his present Bio
grapher, who still perseveres in his 
unrelenting hostility (I should be loth to 
use a harsher term) towards the Com
missioners of excise. He now however, 
takes a wider and higher range-including 
the government of the country (at the 
period in question under the Premiership 
of Wm. Pitt) in one indiscriminating and 
sweeping denunciation of 'eternal dis
honour', (vol. 7, p.191.;) and as he still 
continues to assail my veracity, who cer
tainly had far better opportunities of 
knowing the facts than Mr. Cunninghame 
could possibly have access to, I consider it 
incumbent upon me to repel his insinua
tions; and for this purpose I have again to 

trouble you with a few further remarks, 
requesting the insertion thereof in your 
respectable paper. There is little requiring 
animadversion till his Sth vol. p.21, when 
he begins to nibble, (to use a piscatory 
phrase,) and start an objection to an 
assertion of mine that Burns kept no horse 
after he came to reside in Dumfries. And 
will it be believed, that the only argument 
adduced in contradiction to this is, that 
Burns, in proceeding to accompany some 
friends into the country, uses the expres
sion, 'I took my horsc'-as if any man, 
when about to ride, would not say the same 
thing, or use some such terms, were it the 
Pope's horse, or the sorriest hack in 
Christendom: and my attention, forsooth, 
is particularly directed to this circum
stance, as of irrefragablc importance. But 
enough of this foolery; and I proceed to 
notice, that in vol. 7, p.222 still in the view 
of invalidating my testimony, he has a note 
at the bottom, importing that the Poet, in a 
letter to Mr. Erskine on the subject of an 
inquiry into his conduct, had given a full 
history of that dark transaction, as he 
terms it-a mode of phraseology Mr. 
Cunninghamc seems partial to, thereby 
rendering truth subservient to effect. 'Dark 
transaction' is sublime, and doubtless 
infinitely more dignified than any plain or 
simple epithet, however genuine or 
appropriate, would have been; and may, 
perhaps, recall to a romantic imagination 
reminiscences of the olden time, when 
republican Venice was in her glory, and 
her dismal halls the theatres of many dark 
and atrocious deeds. But I have inadver
tently wandered from my subject, infected, 
I suppose, by the romantic mania, and 
hasten to remark, that the letter in 
question was, in all likelihood, written by 
the Poet while still smarting under his 
castigation, and under mistaken apprehen
sions of impending disasters. I say mis
taken apprehensions, because on grounds 
of this kind I am accused of giving Burns 
the lie (p.238.) This I deny; but contend 
that he overrated, in some degree, the 
consequences as likely to result from the 
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situation he found himself placed in, nor is 
it much to be wondered at, all things 
considered-he, perhaps the most irritable 
of the 'genus irritabile', hitherto totally 
unaccustomed to official censure, and his 
very inexperience tending to increase his 
alarm. Mr. Cunninghame here asks a very 
unnecessary, I had almost said childish, 
question-Whether I denied that the Col
lector was commissioned to enquire into 
Burns' political offences? and I give him 
the full benefit of the admission, by 
declaring that I would hardly think of 
denying a fact so well known, and so 
frequently discussed. By way of giving 
effect to the whole, he states a circum
stance of Burns receiving an official letter 
with a large seal, of which I know nothing; 
and only have to observe thereon, that if 
the Board of Excise corresponded in this 
way with Burns, it was a very singular and 
unique case, as in every other they have no 
correspondence whatever with that rank of 

officers, but through the medium of the 
superior officials. Before concluding, I 
must admit, that Mr. C. in his first vol. 
(p.326,) notwithstanding all this, manifests 
a more kindly feeling towards me, by 
considering me 'incapable of mis
representation', which, though savouring 
of inconsistency, I am bound to acknow
ledge; and, after what I have briefly stated 
now, and formerly, I shall give neither 
myself nor him any farther trouble; and as 
my veracity is pretty well known to many 
of my fellow-citizens here, among whom I 
have sojourned for nearly a quarter of a 
century, and whose good opinion I am still 
anxious to retain, though now retired as a 
public functionary, I take my leave of him 
with the old saying, 'In mea virtute me 
involvo'. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
A Findlater. 

Glasgow, January, 1835. 

BURNS ALIVE IN THE USA! 
by 

Robert A. Hall 

The 'Immortal Memory' of Scotland's 
National Bard and the World Poet of 
Common Humanity, Robert Burns, is alive 
and well and living in sunny Florida! Of 
course. the poetry of Burns will always 
live, but the essence of rantin, rovin 
Robin's colourful persona has been 
captured and brought to life by the talents 
of David Scott Skipper. a Public 
Information Officer with the Florida 
Department of Corrections, through his 
one-man performance. entitled. 'Observa
tions of Life. Love and Liberty'. for the 
past two years. As word has spread. he has 
found his time increasingly in demand 
around the southeastern United States. 
especially in the month of January. 

·Jt is not often that one is overcome with 
a fcelin,!,! of deja rn. but I must admit I now 
know how the poet himself must have felt 

when he made his triumphant visit to 
Edinburgh, achieving instant fame and 
notoriety', Skipper said. 'I am truly 
amazed and honored with the interest my 
portrayal of Burns has received, but more 
importantly, I have enjoyed having the 
opportunity to share his universal 
philosophies of love, friendship and 
brotherhood with others.' 

Skipper, who is 33, bears a striking 
resemblance to Burns. He first became 
involved in theatre at the University of 
West Florida (M.A. in Communication 
Arts) where he devised his first one-man 
portrayal as Dutch Post-Impressionist 
ar~ist Vincent van Gogh and appeared 
briefly in a college film as German 
composer Ludwig van Beethoven. David is 
a founding member of the Tallahassee 
Celtic Ceilidh Society. which is dedicated 



David Skipper as Robert Burns. 



to a lively expression and enjoyment of 
Scottish and Celtic culture. He is also a 
proud member of the Burns Federation i.n 
Kilmarnock, Scotland and uses his 
performance as Burns to promote the 
society. 

The idea of the one-man Burns 
performance gelled two years ago for the 
St. Andrew Society of Tallahassee's annual 
Burns' Nicht Celebration. 

'I wanted to inject some life and 
exuberance into the traditional, 
sometimes ritualistic Burns tribute', 
Skipper explained. Indeed, the actor's 
performance was a novel concept. 

'I wondered what might Burns say to us 
today about his life and work if he could 
appear before his own birthday celebra
tion', he speculated. 'I was convinced that 
many people don't really understand why 
we celebrate Burns's birthday. Some Burns 
dinners seem designed to exclude people. 
My research indicates the contrary, he was 
the poet of inclusion which certainly 
accounts for much of his enduring appeal. 
his life, poetry and philosophy transcended 
all class barriers', Skipper said. 

So, at the instigation of friends, he 
plunged headlong into an investigation of 
Burns·s life while his wife, Libby, took 
time from her competitive highland dance 
schedule to begin costume making. 

Burns's appearance at his 225th birthday 
party was an overwhelming success-and 
word soon spread. In March 1984, Skipper 
was asked to organise a Springtime Tribute 
to Burns at the Monticello Opera House. 
Monticello is a small farming community 
east of Tallahassee, not unlike the areas in 
which Burns grew up and lived. Backed by 
The Celtic Minstrel' Dick Rixey on vocals, 
Jim McMillan on accordian, Libby Skipper 
and Celina Ingram as highland dancers and 
the St Andrew Ceilidh Dancers, Burns in 
north Florida became a full-fledged 
Scottish show. 

Skipper was next invited to appear as 
Burns by Clan Ross at the Stone Mountain 
Highland Games near Atlanta. Georgia for 
their annual Scottish Heritage Address. 

The well-attended performance was video· 
taped and the Clan presented Skipper with 
a set of pewter Burns figures in addition to 
a small honorarium. Skipper performs as 
Burns only as a hobby, but usually receives 
travel expenses and an honorarium to help 
cover the cost of costumes and continued 
research. He had the present writer 
scouring bookstores in Scotland on his 
vacation during the summer of 1985 for 
more Bursiana. 

Burns' Nicht, 1985, saw Skipper's 
services much in demand, on 19th January 
he appeared before the St Andrew Society 
of Central Florida in Orlando. On Friday, 
25th January, the St Andrew Society of 
Savannah, Georgia (the second oldest St 
Andrew Society in the U.S.), sent a private 
plane to pick up David and Libby and 
return them in time for the Tallahassee 
celebration the following night. As did 
Burns's wife Jean, Libby sings the bard's 
songs as part of David's show. 

On 2nd February, Skipper was the 
centrepiece for the Burns' Night of the 
newly formed Scottish Society of North 
Central Florida in Ocala. He also appeared 
at a Tartan Day Ceilidh in June, which the 
Celtic Ceilidh Society organised to raise 
money for the Tartan Museum in Comrie. 
Scotland. 

Tallahassee did without Skipper in 1986 
as he appeared at the St Andrew Society of 
Harligen, Texas on 18th January; Tampa, 
Florida on 24th January and the Burns 
Society of Charlotte, N.C. on 25th 
January. The birth, last June, of their first 
son, Brendon David Ross Skipper, hasn't 
slowed the Skippers down a bit. 

'Burns is a very dynamic and fascinating 
character', Skipper explained 'There are so 
many interesting aspects about his life that 
it is difficult to pick and choose what I will 
use in my programme', he added. 'One of 
my primary goals is to try and dispel some 
of the misconceptions that people hal'e 
about Burns, for example his love for 
drink. Burns was a social drinker, but 
consumed no more than most men of his 
time. Due to hardships encountered as a 
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farmer in his youth, the poet developed 
rhuematic heart disease, which led most to 
conclude that he was drunk when this 
malady plagued him', Skipper said. 

David's extensive research pays off in 
accuracy, from his costumes designed by 
his wife from portraits of the bard, right 
down to period mannerisms. 

'Some people picture Burns singing his 
own songs, which my research indicates is 
rarely the case. Often his wife, Jean, would 
sing the verses as he composed them and I 
am fortunate that my wife too has a lovely 
voice and can assist me like Jean assisted 
Rabbie. Burns did play the fiddle, though 
not the piano as is sometimes thought. He 
was not known for good fiddle playing 
either, which is good, because I am not 
known for fiddle-playing at all', he said 
jokingly. 

Our lively Burns look-alike tries to vary 
his programme from performance to 
performance, drawing upon material 
culled from books and letters about the 
poet's early life as a farmer, first loves, 
service in the excise or his observations of 
Edinburgh society, to name a few. 
Portraying Burns's impersonation of his 
wry Scottish country dancing master, the 
actor was rather stern with the present 
writer about mixing drink with country 
dancing. Skipper terminates his pro
gramme in a patriotic vein, conveying 
Burns's thoughts and concepts of liberty 
and freedom. 

To me, the most rewarding and 
important aspect of my performance is 
having the opportunity to share with others 
Burns's passionate fervour and astute 
philosophical insights on liberty and free
dom. What is truly amazing is that his 
words still apply to us today', Skipper 
emphasised. 

He reports that while Burns was a loyal 
Scot (he belonged to the Dumfries 
Volunteers)• ... he was often criticised for 
his poetry and biting satires supporting the 
American and French Revolutions.' 

But as Skipper points out, the poet's 
literary accomplishments strike a far more 

responsive chord than just mere patri.otic 
fervour or satire, they are his legacy to all 
mankind. It was Burns's hope that some 
day freedom, equality and the Brother
hood of Man might become a reality and 
this is why his memory is immortal. 

'It is a worthy philosophy to promote 
and I hope that in some small way I have 
been able to stimulate someone to reflect 
upon the wisdom, hopes and dreams of this 
extraordinary 18th century man. There is 
so much conflict in the world today and if 
we each take some small part of his wisdom 
to heart and apply it to our daily lives we 
shall be the better for it. I think he would 
approve', Skipper said. 

Fraternal Greetings 
From 

Greenock Burns Club 
The drear, Jang year its coorse hae run, 
Wi' scarce a licht sin' it begun, 
Whan e'en th'affrontit simmer sun 
Its face wad hide, 
As tho' man's cantrips it wad shun 
An' turned aside. 
Man's inhumanity tae man, 
Disorders seen on ev'ry han', 
Hae spread despair through-oat the Ian', 
An', whit is mair, 
They're a' warse than when they began, 
An' trauchl'd sair! 

But aye whan things are at their warst, 
An' whiles it seems the earth's accurs'd, 
A ray o' hope for man hae burst, 
His soul tae sain, 
An Ethiop's pains compassion nurs'd 
Tae hope again. 

An' so, ma fiere, lift up your heart, 
An' ever seek the better part, 
Tho' ither chiels frae guid depart, 
Be eident still, 
Rab's vision, aye, tae men impart, 
Be brithers, still! 

Mabel A. Irving, M.A., 
(Bard and Senior Vice President) 
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Federation Centenary Celebration 
zn 

Toronto 
by Jim Hunter 

Many months of planning by the Burns 
Federation Centenary Memorial Com
mittee culminated on Sunday 21 July 1985 
when a memorial service was held at the 
Burns Statue in the beautiful flowered 
setting of the Allan Gardens in Toronto, 
Canada. 

The committee, composed of rep
resentatives from the Burns Society No. 
710, the Cairngorm Club of Toronto, the 
St Andrews Society of Toronto, the 
Lothian Scottish Club and the United 
Church of Canada was formed to provide a 
suitable tribute to the Bard during the 
Centenary of the Burns Federation. This, 
they certainly achieved. 

An excellent programme of music and 
dance precceded the service and thanks are 
extended to Jimmy Reid, accordionist for 
his rendition of some of Scotland's 
favourite music, to Carolynne Dewar for 
providing an excellent team of Highland 
dancers, to the Skean Dubh Folksingers 
led by Mike McGuire for their renditions, 
to the Royal Scottish Country Dancers 
under their chairman Jack Millar for their 
display and to that marvellous fiddler from 
Nobleton-Tom Anderson. Of course no 
programme of Scottish entertainment 
could be complete without the music of the 
pipes and drums. to this end thanks arc 
extended to Lieut. Colonel Mowat of the 
48th Highlanders of Canada for providing 
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the pipe band resplendant in their white 
summer tunics. Indeed, the display of the 
pipe band assuredly stirred the hearts of 
the 400 people present. 

The Memorial Service followed when 
the Chairman, John Wyness, addressed the 
crowd. Dick Saunders, a truly delightful 
tenor, then sung unaccompanied one of 
Burns's favourite songs-'A Red, Red. 
Rose!' Alderman Fred Beavis deputising 
for the Mayor, brought greetings from the 
City of Toronto. Jim Hunter gave a well 
received talk on Burns and Freemasonry. 

Dr. James Henderson M.P.P .. 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of 
Community and Social Services, gave an 
address on Burns and the Scottish 
community. A eulogy on Burns was then 
delivered by Dr. James Connor, Junior 
Vice President of the Burns Federation. 
The Rev. David McKane of the United 
Church rededicated the plaque which had 
been missing from the statue, Dr. 
Henderson unveiled the plaque. 

To complete this delightful outdoor 
service on that warm sunny, Toronto 
afternoon Dick Saunders sang the 'Star o 
Rabbie Burns' followed by the 48th 
Highlanders of Canada playing' Auld Lang 
Sync' to the linking of hands by all present. 
thus paying fitting tribute to the pocfs 
works. 

.... _..., _____ ...-:r·~~ ..... ,, ____________ _ 



The Federation's new Publicity Officer, Peter Westwood, posting some of the Centenary 
Conference covers in London . 
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Random Reflections from Dunedin 

By William Brown M.B.E. 
Past President and Patron of the Dunedin Burns Club 

The Dunedin Burns Club is one of the 
oldest in the Federation, No. 69. The first 
Burns Gathering, according to the Otago 
Witness took place on 25th January 1855 
when a group of Early Settlers from the 
first emigrant ships held a Burns Dinner in 
the Royal Hotel. The new settlement, 
sponsored by the Free Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, had drawn most of its 
hopeful band of adventurers from that 
country and in many a Scotch Kist there 
was, in addition to the family Bible, a 
well-thumbed copy of the works of Burns. 

The spiritual leader in one of the first 
emigrant ships was the Rev Thomas Burns, 
a son of Gilbert Burns, and it was he who 
laid the foundation of the Presbyterian 
church in Southern New Zealand and 
became the first Chancellor of the Univer
sity of Otago. His son, Arthur Burns, was 
one of New Zealand's first industrialists 
who founded the Mosgiel Woollen Mills 
which are still going strong in the pros
perous little town of Mosgiel. Though 
called after is name-sake Mossgiel in 
Scotland, our New Zealand town is spelt 
with one 's', a fault apparently of an early 
surveyor. 

The Dunedin Burns Club is part of the 
history of Otago and the early settlers gave 
the ancient Gaelic name of Edinburgh, 
Dunedin, to the new City where the streets 
and suburbs are named after their originals 
in the Capital of Scotland. Most of the 
Club's old Minute Books have either been 
destroyed or lost but from the columns of 
the local Press we know that Burns 
Gatherings were held right down the cor
ridor of the years. In 1887 the foundation 
stone of the Burns Statue was laid-a red 
letter day for Dunedin, celebrated by a 
public holiday and a gathering of 6,000 
people in the streets. The Burns Statue 
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stands in the Octagon, the junction of 
Princes and George Streets and right in the 
centre of the City, so for nearly a hundred 
years Rabbie has been sitting watching the 
passing show. Like 'Old Man River he 
must know something but don't say 
nothin'-his comments, or better still a few 
verses, on modern trends and behaviour 
would be worth hearing. 

In 1891 Arthur Burns, Grand Nephew of 
the Poet, called a public meeting in 
Dunedin and re-formed the Dunedin 
Burns club which has carried on from that 
date to the present. In the early days our 
membership was over 800 but modern 
trends and a new generation have depleted 
our ranks to about 300. We play an 
important part in the life of the community 
by holding monthly social evenings in the 
Burns Hall when we present, not only the 
songs and poetry of Burns, but a high class 
variety entertainment of music and 
dancing; one of the main planks in our 
programme is the encouragement of the 
young artists. 

In 1983 we made an important contribu
tion to entertainment in Dunedin by pre
senting an old time Scottish Music Hall 
entitled 'The Good Old Days', devised and 
produced by Mrs. Wendy Mcintosh, wife 
of our President and regarded as one of the 
City's leading producers and entertainers. 
The season ran for three nights in the 
Mayfair Theatre and played to capacity 
houses. The programme featured many of 
the songs of Burns and a scene from the 
'Twa Dogs' complete with dogs on stage. 
By popular request, a repeat of the show 
will be held this year. 

We keep in touch with teachers of music 
and speech to make sure that the Songs 
and Poetry of Burns are often heard in this 
far away part of the Commonwealth and 



sponsor prizes in the Burns song and poem 
sections of the annual competitions con
ducted by the Dunedin Competitions 
Society. 

We have a few relics of Burns; one of 
which we are mighty proud is Thomas 
Frazer's hautboy. I have no doubt that 
most readers of the Chronicle will know 
the tale of Frazer's hautboy but just in case 
you have not, let me repeat the story. 
Thomas Frazer was a soldier and a 
musician, an accomplished performer on 
the hautboy, who, after many years service 
and being seriously wounded in the foot, 
retired and accepted the position of Con
ductor and hautboy player in the Orchestra 
at the Theatre Royal in Edinburgh. Burns 
during his sojourn in Edinburgh met 
Frazer on many occasions and no doubt 
was delighted when he heard some of his 
airs, including 'Scots Wha Hae' played by 
Frazer. Burns mentions him frequently in 
his correspondence and in one letter to 
George Thomson in June 1793, he wrote 
'You know Frazer, the hautboy player in 
Edinburgh, he is here instructing a Band of 
Musicians for a "Fencible Regiment".' He 
then goes on to express his delight in 
hearing his airs played by Frazer. 

When Frazer died in 1825 his widow 
presented the hautboy to Dr Poole, an 
Edinburgh Doctor and a devoted pupil and 
friend of Frazer's. The historical instru
ment was kept as a sacred trust by the 
Poole family and one daughter who came 
and settled in New Zealand brought the 

hautboy with her. In 1906 this daughter, 
Mrs. J. McKenzie, presented the historic 
instrument to the Dunedin Burns Club 
who, in recognition of this handsome gift, 
made Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie Life mem
bers of the Club. 

The Dunedin Burns Club had no means 
of displaying the valuable relic so it was 
placed in the custody of the Otago Early 
Settlers to be displayed in their Museum. 
There it has rested, brought out for display 
at our Annual Anniversary Dinners . but 
always a visible link with Robert Burns in a 
safe resting place in the Edinburgh of the 
South. We have had the hautboy examined 
by experts but as the mouthpiece is mis
sing, it cannot be played and so far our 
search for a replacement part has been 
unsuccessful, but we are still hopeful and 
we keep on trying. 

The City Corporation of Edinburgh is 
twinned with Dunedin, its <laugher City, 
and frequent visits have been made by the 
Lord Provosts of Edinburgh who regularly 
include a call on the Dunedin Burns Club 
as part of the itinerary. Recently from 
Edinburgh, we received a gift of a silver 
Quaich to the City and the Burns Club 
have the privilege of using it as part of the 
address to the Haggis. 

We have liaison and exchange visits with 
our New Zealand Sister Clubs in 
Christchurch and Invercargill and 'tho' ten 
thousand miles' separate us from Scotland 
we still keep the flag flying. 

Steam Trains o the Sou-west 

A wee book syne I read wi zest, 
'Bout puffin engines, noo at rest. 
In word an pictur, what a feast 
The volume slim. 

The last trains o the auld Sou-west
The Age o steam. 

It tells o days that sad are past, 
It tells o days that couldna last, 
It tells o trains that were na fast 

But och! were trusted. 
Alas, alack! They gaed to waste 

An rails were rusted. 
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The engines blacken 'd a' the hedges , 
The engi nes smok 'd oot a' the midges , 
The engi nes scorch'd the forest edges 

Wi fiery spark. 
oo lines are up an doon are bridges 
Frae Clyde to Sark. 

Some trains wad chug up to Kirkconnell, 
Ithers pech oot by Dundonal, 
Ilk ane wad mak the Mauchline tunnel , 
Her lichts to test. 

They a' wad blaw frae every funnel
The auld Sou-west. 

I loved to see each pantin puffer, 
Lea'e auld Kilmarnock 's station buffer, 
And up the brae to Lugton chuffer 

Jn blacknin smoke, 
While boiler Bess the firemen stuff 'er 
Wi coal an coke. 

And so to close this dissertation,-
J've nae mair thochts nor inspiration 
The trains that noo speed thro the station 
Wi whistlin note 

Are motored diesels-the day's creation , 
The morn-forgot! 

Ronnie Crichton 

The new Past-Presidents ' Board in the Common Room at the Jean Armour Burns Houses. 
(left to right) R. Dickson John.ston (P.P.). Archie McArthur (President), Brian McKirgan and Mr. 
McDonald, the man responsible for making the Board . 
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We made a film about Rabbie 
By James M. Crawford 

Having travelled widely on the continent 
with my wife and always armed with a 
cine-camera, my travelogues have beome 
quite popular with the various clubs and 
groups in Stonehouse and the surrounding 
villages with the result that I am asked to 
entertain Old Folks, W.R.I., Church 
Guilds and Wards in the local Hospital. My 
films, amateur as they are, seem to be 
entertaining, for I am asked to return year 
after year. Now that I have blown my own 
trumpet, let me relate to you the trials and 
tribulations, the joys and sadness, of how 
we made a film on the life of Rabbie 
Burns. 

A nodding acquaintance of mine, Mr 
George Mclnnes, hereinafter known as 
Geordie, asked me to give a film show to 
the local Burns Club to be more precise, 
'A' The Airts' Burns Club, No. 907, 
Stonehouse. I did so and was asked to 
come back the following year and give 
another show, to which I agreed. After the 
second show, Geordie proposed that I 
should be given an honorary membership. 
This was agreed and, truthfully, I felt 
honoured. 

Now Geordie is a shrewd, five feet four 
bundle of energy, from head to toe an 
honourable, trustworthy person, and since 
the making of this film he is 'My loved, my 
honoured much respected friend', but he is 
as cute as a barrow load of monkeys for 
how and when it all happened I still have to 
deduce. He must have been responsible, 
somehow, for my wife and I are, now, fully 
paid-up members of the local Burns Club. 
Believe it or not he, actually. con
gratulated us on joining as if we had done it 
of our own free will. and he also hoped we 
would enjoy the fellowship. which of 
course we do. 

After my second show I said to Geordie: 
'I am sorry I did not have anything on the 
Land of Burns to show the Club', to which 

he replied: 'Not to worry, Jimmy, we all 
enjoyed the show', but his following 
remark I dare not quote, and the only reply 
I could possible give him was: 'I would like 
to make a film on the life of Burns'. 
Geordie, in a clear crystal tenor voice, with 
a somewhat angelic tone in it sang· the 
threefold AMEN-which translated into 
every day language means: 'Ye're Oan'. 

Starting on the right foot I confessed to 
Geordie that I knew nothing of the poet. 
He comforted me, telling me he had a little 
knowledge of the Bard. How little was my 
worry and not how much, however, he 
promised me he would help. That week 
fourteen books from Geordie and two 
from the lending library arrived at my 
door. That, in itself, was a big help-more 
'big' than help. I read and read and read. 
What I found was that this lad Burns 
certainly knew his 'Corn Rigs'. Now I 
decided I must get one up on Geordie so I 
announced to him that he would be 
honoured by the fact that he would be 
appointed the director of the film and that 
he would do the research, to which he 
replied that he knew nothing about that. 
Success at last, I took on the countenance 
of Auld Nick, complete with horns, 
standing on my tip-toes with my knees 
slightly bent, a mellow arch on my back 
and with a smile on my face, rubbing my 
hands in anticipation. Glee, Glee and more 
Glee. How many books had I on directing 
films and how many could I find in the 
library? Geordie replied that he would 
direct it and do the research. He then said 
that, as the director, he ordered me to be 
the cameraman, the sound engineer, the 
editor, make the titles, the credits, produce 
it, write the commentary, narrate it, pro
vide the car and the meals. Collapse of two 
Glees and one more Glee. With a stout 
heart and 'for the sake of Somebody', I 
carried on undauntingly. Dear Reader, 
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you will have noticed that it has become a 
battle of wits and that there is more to 
come, I kid thee not. 

Now that the film has been shot and 
edited, I realise that Geordie is a walking 
encyclopaedia on the Ploughman Poet. He 
answered every question I put to him 
without hesitation. He has, unquestion
ably, a very intimate knowledge of the 
Bard and has been a student of Burns all 
his life, yet he is modest enough to admit 
that he learned a lot and experienced a lot 
whilst making this film. 

The third member of the production 
team was George Dodds. George plays the 
harmonica or, as it is better known,-a 
mouthie. When asked to play the music for 
the film he said he would be honoured. 
George is also a member of our Club, and 
of some note, too. He was a Carol Levis 
discovery and has played many times on 
the radio, and also with the great Jimmy 
Shand. The plaintive way in which he plays 
some of the tunes enhances many of the 
scenes and brings the audience into the 
mood which is required for the sequence. 

Twenty years ago I recorded our local 
Male Voice Choir and in their repertoire 
were two pieces, namely, 'My Juve is like a 
red red rose', and 'Scots Wha Hae'. I will 
use these two pieces in the sound track. 

The fourth and most important person in 
the production team is my wife, Betty. 
How could I break the news to her that 
Geordie and I were going to make a film 
about Rabbie? How could I tell her that I 
would be away for days leaving her on her 
own? Douglas Graham's wife, Kate, of 
Tam O' Shanter, 'nursed her wrath to keep 
it warm'. Had my wife the same qualities 
(alas, hidden all these years), had she read 
the poem and taken some hints from it? I 
decided to tell her but with the utmost 
diplomacy. I rose early one morning and 
cleaned out the fireplace, reset it and 
kindled it, made breakfast, after which I 
washed up, hoovered, dusted, made the 
beds, operated the washing machine for 
the first time in my life, washed the 
windows all round the house, hung the 
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washing out to dry, washed the kitchenette 
floor-unfortunately I forgot to lift the' 
carpets first-weeded the garden and 

1 

mowed the lawn, etc. Our next door' 
neighbour, polite as she is, asked my wife 1 

to thank me for 'doing her steps and 
1 

windows'; could I possibly do her outside 
painting because it has not been done for 
years and could I dig her garden? Dear' 
Editor, pray that I shall never be asked to' 
propose the 'Toast to the Lasses'. When 

1 

Betty was regaining her equilibrium after 1 

collapsing at my efforts, I broke the news'. 
to her. That's me, Folks; self preservation 
being my first aim I broke the news at the 
most precise moment. Now comes the 
crunch-she told me that Geordie had told 
her a fortnight previously and that she was 
going with us on every trip. Alas!, farewell 
John Barleycorn and as I picked up an 
empty whisky bottle I thought: 'Alas!, 
poor Yorick I knew him well', (sorry 
Rabbie sorry). I was worried when Betty 
fainted. How could I bring her round? No, 
no brandy, No-no, no whisky, no, no, no, 
they had never touched her lips, but as 1 
unscrewed the top off the gin bottle it gave 
a little squeak and in a weak voice, hardly, 
discernible, she uttered 'with ginger beer, 
please'. You will, realise, Dear Reader. 
the obstacles which have been placed in my 
path, but I have fought manfully onward., 
Seriously, Betty was responsible for 
keeping body and soul intact and she 
produced some wonderful picnic meals. 
She made a stipulation, however, that 
there would be little mention in the film of 
Rabbie's amorous madnesses. Quoth 
she-

In this film, there will be no porn, 
If there is, there will be scorn, 
The edge of my tongue with plenty of strife. 
Remember Tam O' Shanter's wife! 

The following paragraph should not be 
read by Hollywood tycoons, BBC or ITV 
producers, cine-buffs or anyone who is 
concerned with Video or Film entertain· 
ment for they will wonder what went 
wrong with their education or training. The 
months of planning to make such a film, 

I 
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took place one night when Geordie paid 
me a visit. We got rid of that lot in five 
minutes. We decided on a starting date 
because we deduced that if we did not start 
we would not finish. Yes, Dear Editor we 
have Irish blood in our veins. 

Armed with all the photograhic gear and 
of course our picnic hamper we moved off 
daily to our previously arranged spot con
cerned with Burns. On arrival Betty's first 
remark was always: 'Tea or coffee', over 
which we discussed the shots that had to be 
taken. We were blessed at all times with 
good weather except when photographing 
the 'Brigs of Ayr'. It was dull but not cold. 
During our many journeys, especially to 
privately owned properties and farms 
which had connections with Burns, the 
owners, on learning of our project, without 
hesitation, giave us the freedom of the 
place to photograph as we wished. We 
cannot adequately express our thanks to 
these poeple for their kindness. Similarly, 
the curators of the properties under the 
National Trust for Scotland allowed us that 
little bit more latitude than they would 
have given the normal visitor. 

In March we took our first shots and in 
October our last. Sometimes we had to 
return to a certain spot to retake a scene or 
to take more to augment the sequence. All 
in all we must have travelled almost two 
thousand miles to complete the film. 

During our journeys we made many 
observatons. However, we cannot but con
gratulate the various Burns Clubs for the 
manner in which their own 'monument' 
was looked after. Some plaques were 
difficult to read far less photograph. This 
was due mainly to the lack of contrast 
between the lettering and the background. 
Unfortunately too, at some places the 
'graffiti artists' had been at work. We felt, 
too, that certain monuments could do with 
~etter signposting. I have travelled many 
times through Failford yet Geordie had to 
show me where the monument was. Had I 
been walking I would have noticed it but as 
a car traveller, I have to watch the road 
and so I miss it. Similarly with the Leglen 
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Woods; I am considering the visitors from 
south of the border and overseas in this 
respect. 

I was mildly interested in Burns in the 
past but since making this film I fully 
realise the wonderful heritage we have. 
The marker stones, the plaques, the cairns 
and the monuments erected in his honour 
must be the envy of every other country. 
All praise to the men of yesteryear, with 
their vision, their dedication and their 
wisdom in building these, and in keeping 
alive for posterity the memory of one of 
the greatest, one of the most prolific and 
energetic poetical philosophers who has 
ever lived. I trust with all sincerity, that we 
have the same vision, the same dedication, 
the same wisdom to do everything within 
our power to see that this good thing so 
begun will be kept alive for future genera
tions. My hope is that, when in another 
two hundred years time some person will 
record, as I have done on film, with 
whatever medium he has at his disposal, 
the same or even better facilities on the life 
of our Bard will be available to him. This is 
my most earnest wish. 

But to the film. Sam Goldwyn of Holly
wood fame once said that films were taken 
with a camera but were madewith a pair of 
scissors, so we started editing. This is a 
very complicated and important process in 
film making. The editor must put every 
scene in the proper chronological order 
and into a filmic language so that the 
audience must be in no doubt as to the 
story. Our story was easy and simplicity 
was our keynote. The story was edited 
frame by frame and certain facts took place 
year by year so we gradually built up the 
film, making it factual. The music was 
recorded and where necessary was played 
compatible to the scene but sometimes 
only complimentary to it. In fact at one 
sequence the piece was not even written by 
Burns, yet in my opinion it enhanced that 
particular part. The commentary was writ
ten by myself and approved by Geordie, 
with his stipulation that I should narrate it. 
I needed four more voices than my own, so 
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with a little electronic wizardry I, per
sonally, did the four. Sound effects were 
taken from records specially made for this 
purpose or manufactured by ourselves. All 
these sounds were 'married' at their own 
particular place and finally the sound track 

'was 'laid on'. 
With an audience of only my wife, 

Geordie, myself and one other person, 
who is a perfectionist on Burns but much 
too shy to project himself, I screened the 
finished film. After the hour required to 
see it, which to me was like fifteen 
minutes, we got his verdict. It was simple; 
he said, 'You three must and should be 
very proud of yourselves'. 

We had one more preview with the past 
president, Mr Richard Gibb, JP, his wife, 
mother, and his father, all of our own 
Burns Club. They, too, enthused on it. Mr 
Richard Gibb has so far handled the 
publicity of it to a wonderful degree. We 
now made arrangements to show it to 'A' 
the Airts' Burns Club, Stonehouse, our 
own club, with the thought that, if a 
prophet hath no honour in his own coun
try, we would get an honest appraisal. The 
big night came, it was screened and we 
received a standing ovation. Since then we 
have shown it to the Senior Citizens, to the 
W.R.I. and the entertainment after the 
A.G.M. of the Church of Scotland, 
Stonehouse. At each we were asked ques
tions on Burns either as part of the 

entertainment or while we were dismant· 
ling our apparatus. We also asked the 
president of the Lanarkshire Association 
of Burns Clubs, his brother and their wives 
to my home so that they could see the film 
and approve. Since the announcement at 
the Association that the film is now 
finished we have been inundated with 
requests from Burns Clubs for a screening. 

In conclusion you may ask. What did we 
get out of all this, travelling so much, and 
spending so much. I had a hobby which 1 
sincerely love; I had a new-found interest 
and by telling others on film I could learn 
the subject much more quickly. As for my 
wife, she shares the same interst in Burns 
as I do and what woman does not like a day 
away now and again from the kitchenette. 
As for Geordie, he was visiting places 
which he previously only read about. He 
was also putting his vast knowledge to a 
purpose which he had not even dreamed 
about. We all got an insight into Burns's 
life in one year that would take five or six 
year for others to do. We were allowed 
access to places which the casual visitor 
would not be allowed to enter. The num
ber of friendships we made during the 
shooting of the film and at the screening of 
it cannot be evaluated. Our earnest desire 
is that if you should see the film you will 
enjoy the hour it takes to screen it as we 
have enjoyed the year it took to make it. 

Burns Statue Ayr 
Sae there ye staun-man, whyles I feel 
Ye look an unco lanely chiel, 
As aft ye thocht 
Honour upon a pedestal-
Like charity-growes quickly caul, 
An's dearly bocht. 
Your sangs the kilted minstrel yells 
Frae John O' groats to New South Wales: 
Aa owre the warld the anthem swells 
In siclike phrases, 

.E'en nou your life ilk birkie wales 
For's doctorate thesis. 
The slickest salesman ever seen, 
Ye're sellin Scotland micht and main, 
Her bagpipes, kilts and baurley cream 
Aa hell for leather: 
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Nou aa we need's a Haggis Queen 
To blast our dollar debit clean 
To France for ever. 
Guidsakes, my man, or aa be dune, 
There's nocht to stop us cashin in 
On Kirk and Cottage, stane by stane
Sae great the craze is-
And cutty sarks, and genuine 
Scotch mice, and tippit daisies! 
Sae quait ye staun; the rapit mune, 
Like a greitin lass looks doun, looks doun 
Wi a lang wancheerie stare: 
Aiblins her thochts and yours are yin, 
Her ferlies lost, your dreams aa gaen, 
In a warld that dreams nae mair. 

bums r· ·~'1••··--------------------



THE LOST TALE 
OFCUTTYSARK 
Actuilly, the tilllc 1sn'1 so much lost as m1sphccd. 

Beu.use everyone thinks Cutty Suk is the ship moored 

on the Thames at Greenwich. 

Bui before that, 1t wu the nllmc of 

the rithc:r wooden.faced you ng lady 

shown here . 

described by Robert Burns 

tationofOld Nick h1m~df,in AJlow.ayChurch 

When Tillm s.iw the lights blnms w1thm 

that the y umc within a 

Their one s;i lv.ation b y m cross ing a running stream-

something no witch can do. Yet Cu1ty Suk still managed 

to pull off the horse's tail at the Jut 1nsUnt. 

The famous tea clipper l.aunchcd on the Clyde m 

1869 wis named after the witch, m hopes of cmu);1ting 

her ;iwcsomc speed. And .ilso from the legend umc the 

ritual of pluing a mire's tiil of rope 1n the figurehead's 

outstretched hand, following an especially fas! p.usigc: . 

You m.ay wonder why we: chose to 

illustnte the ship on our l.abcl. nther th.an 

the sc.antily-chd young witch. 

But th.at woiy we un be surt our customers 

w.ant us for one thing only. 

CUTTY SARK 
THE 

REAL Mccoy 
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ALAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 

XXV. New Zealand: 
WILLIAM SCOTT, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada: 
Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6H 4A6 
D. W. OGILVIE, 'Lingerwood,' 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries DG2 9A Y 

XXVII. Near and Middle East: 
XXVIII. U.S.A.: 
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MARVIN D. McQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East Fifth, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 

ALAN R. BOOTH, ARINC Research Corp, 2551 Riva Road, Annapolis, Md. 
21401, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe: 

DAVE SMITH, 22 Cargenbridge, Troqueer, Dumfries DG2 SLW 
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SUB-COMMITIEES: 

Finance: ; T. D. Mcilwraith (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, G. Anderson, J. Davie, J. Inglis, A. 
McArthur, H. G. McKerrow and A. Train. 

Memorials: S. K. Gaw (Convener), Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. M. Rennie, M. S. Blair, D. Burgess, H. 
Cunningham, C. Kennedy, A. McArthur, A. Mciver, R. A. B. McLaren, M. Mair, W. Morrison, 
W. Neish, C. Parr, T. Paterson, W. Scott and D. Smith. 

Literature: D. W. Ogilvie (Convener), Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. P. Thomson, G. Anderson, M. S. Blair, 
J. Davie, J. Glass, C. Kennedy, A. Mciver, J. Mackay, M. Mair, W. Morrison, W. Neish, J. 
Parnham, C. Parr, T. Paterson, L. Reid, W. Scott, J. Smith and A. Stoddart. 

Schools Competitions: J. Glass (Convener), Mrs. E. Dunlop, Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. S. Knight, Mrs. 
E. Logan, Mrs. P. Thomson, G. Laing, R. McLaren, W. Morrison, Mrs. M. Shearer, J. Smith, A. 
Stoddart and A. Train. 

Auditors 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1985186 

Loree Shaw Cline, 1336 A. Cansler Ave., Gadsden, Alabama 35901, USA. 
Ian Park, 26 Ramsay Lane, Kincardine. 
Miss Margaret R. Hopkin, 5 Climie Place, Kilmarnock. 
Mrs. B. E. Griffiths, 5 Marlston Place, Runcorn, Cheshire. 
Mrs. Margaret J. Birkhead, 27 Weaver Court, Gateacre, Liverpool L25 SPP. 
Harry Birkhead, 27 Weaver Court, Gateacre, Liverpool L25 5PP. 
Douglas A. Woolven, 1419 Commisioner Road West, London, Ontario N6K JE2. 
Keith Wellstead Robson, Flat 17, Station Road, New Milton, Hants. 
John W. D. Baxter, 19 Woodcote Road, Braunstone, Leicester. 
May & Alex Crawley, S Castlemere Court, St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada. 
B. A. Hare, 17 Wentworth Close, Swallows Green, Hinckley, Leics. 
Robert L. Morris, 175 Saxmundham Road, Aldeburgh, Suffolk. 
Thomas Frew, 3 Cockersand Avenue, Hutton, Preston. 
George W. Burns, 3S4 Troy Road, Delaware, OH 430JS, USA. 
David C. Medlen, 34 Thorpe Lane, Almondburgh, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 
Mrs. E. Dunlop, 16 Half Edge Lane, Eccles, Manchester. 
J. P. Newlands, 54 Garrowhill Drive, Baillieston, Glasgow. 
G. M. Cunningham, 2463 Stonecroft Drive, Horseheads, N.Y. 14845, USA. 
D.S. Goodbrand, JO Birch Polygon, Manchester 14 SNX. 
Mrs. Joan E. Creighton, 36 Windmill Heights, Enniskillen, Co. Fermagh, N. Ireland. 
Mrs. Jenni Campain-Burns, S2 Darley Road, Paradise S07S, South Australia. 
W. A. Currie, 70 Bryant Road, Kettering Northants NNJS 6JG. 
Claude E. Meslage, 2 Ericson Street, P.O. Box 1273, Fermont, Province of Quebec, Canada. 
Hugh Hunter, 20 Orchard Street, Renfrew, Strathclyde. 
John L. Botham, 23S Shenk Avenue, Strasburg, PA17S79, USA. 
Richard Curlewis, 20 Finlayson St., Bayswater, North Victoria 31S3, Australia. 
James H. A. Manderson, 46 Bathurst Drive, Alloway, Ayr KA7 4QY. 
I. McDonald, I Birnham Road, Kirkcaldy, Fife KY2 6RH. 
David L. Goodloe, P.O. Box 394, Midway, KY 70347, USA. 
Harry J.C. Anderson, 14 Ann Page Avenue, Ilanda, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 
Alex. J. Irvine, 74 Moyness Park Drive, Blairgowrie, Perthshire PHJO 6LX. 
Alistair C. Cameron, SE Cedar Place, Barrhead G78 2JT. 
H. V. Allen, 'Harne', Kingswood Road, Gunnislake, Cornwall PL18 9DF. 
John B. Clow, 111 Ainsdale Road, Leicester. 
Keith S.S. Mitchell, Apt. 134, 100 Bid. Abdelmoumen, Casablanca, Morroco. 
Elizabeth M. Loye, 30 Middlepart Crescent, Saltcoats, Ayshire KA21 6LL. 
Andrew Richmond, 12 Innisbrook Cres., Thornhill, Ontario, Canada L3T SB!. 
Malcolm McM. Brown, 32 Strickland Row, Wandsworth, London SWJ8 3JD. 
John Sweeney, 22 Mansewood Road, Mansewood, Glasgow G43 JTN. 
James Forsyth, 9 Fairneylaw Place, Stirches, Hawick, Tox. 
Andrew Boyle, 14 Arran Gardens, Troon. 

Dr. D.S. Dobrucki, 1142 Woodeden Dr. S., Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. 
Alexander Pratt, 334S Sierra drive, Honolulu, Hawaii 96816, USA. 
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List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1926 Perth 1959 Ayr 
1894 Glasgow 1927 Derby 1960 Glasgow 
1895 Dundee 1928 Aberdeen 1961 Dumfries 
1896 Kilmarnock 1929 Troon 1962 Durham 
1897 Greenock 1930 Greenock 1963 Stirling 
1898 Mauchline 1931 Ha wick 1964 London 
1899 Dumfries 1932 Stirling 1965 Hamilton 
1900 Kilmarnock 1933 London 1966 Troon 
1901 Glasgow 1934 Glasgow 1967 Sheffield 
1902 Greenock 1935 Ayr and 1968 Falkirk 
1903 Edinburgh Kilmarnock 1969 Southport 
1904 Stirling 1936 Elgin 1970 Arbroath 
1905 Hamilton 1937 Newcastle- 1971 Coventry 
1906 Kilmarnock upon-Tyne 1972 Aberdeen 
1907 Sunderland 1938 Dumfries 1973 Dumfries 
1908 St. Andrews 1940-46 Glasgow 1974 Edinburgh 
1909 Dunfermline 1947 Dunoon 1975 Dundee 
1910 Lanark 1948 Stirling 1976 Leeds 
1911 Glasgow 1949 Mauchline 1977 Motherwell 
1912 Carlisle 1950 Bristol 1978 Glasgow 
1913 Galashiels 1951 Montrose 1979 London, 
1915-19 Glasgow 1952 Norwich Ontario 

1920 London 1953 Paisley 1980 Leicester 
1921 Dunfermline 1954 Sheffield 1981 Irvine 
1922 Birmingham 1955 Edinburgh 1982 Dumfries 
1923 Ayr 1956 Cheltenham 1983 Annapolis, USA 
1924 Dumfries 1957 Aberdeen 1984 Stirling 
1925 Edinburgh 1958 Harrogate 1985 London. 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire-44 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 'Howff', Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
682 Cumnock Jolly Beggars 
772 Prestwick 

773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 Irvine Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
954 Newton, Ayr 
982 Garnock 
995 Drongan 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 

1020 Netherthird and Craigens 
1028 Mercat Hotel, Cumnock 
1029 Kilwinning 
1039 Troon Ladies 
1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 
1064 Aftongrange 

Secretary: Mrs. Enez Logan, 6 Hugh Watt Place, Kilmaurs, Ayrshire KA3 2PZ 

II. Edinburgh-26 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
198 Gorebridge 
212 Portobello 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balerno 
341 Leith 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 
516 The Airts Burns Club 

740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
929 Bathgate 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Ladies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 

1011 Haddington Golf Club 
1025 Newton Lads, Midlothian 
1031 Crammond Brig 

Secretary: Gordon Innes, 3 South Park, Trinity, Edinburgh 
I06 
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III. Glasgow-15 Clubs: 1 Member 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
642 Rutherglen 

1044 Lodge Burns Immortal 

Secretary: Scott I. Galt, 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow G12 OPQ 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires--5 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 

695 Kilmaronock 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton G82 4ER 

V. Fife-11Clubs:1 Member 

13 St. Andrews 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 

Secretary: 

803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 
1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
1040 Cowdenbeath 

VI. Lanarkshire-21 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
133 N ewarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
390 Meikle Earnock 
392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 

637 Millheugh 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 
961 Larkhall 
973 Salsburgh Miners 

Secretary: Miss Ann Pickering, 95 Dyfrig St., Shotts, Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders--5 Clubs: I Member 

187 Galashiels 
239 Hawick 
839 Coldstream 

1003 Whiteadder 
1026 Duns Burns Club 
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IX. Renfrewshire--10 Clubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

430 Gourock 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 

576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

1034 Kilbarchan 
1065 Erskine 

Secretary: Mr. W. Williamson, 30 Ivanhoe Road, Paisley 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-32 Clubs: 3 Members 

37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
399 St. Ringans 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 
543 Abbey Craig 
630 Coalsnaughton 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 
657 Fallin Burns Club 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tilllicoultry 
769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
Perthsire 

850 Dollar Masonic 
865 Forester Arms 
895 Westerton Burns Club 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 
925 Laurieston 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
935 Torbrex, Stirling 
993 Cambusbarron 

1000 United Glass 
1022 Blane Valley 
1055 Lhanbryde 
1059 Dundas 
1062 Ashburn House 

Secretary: J. B. Yates, 'Eildon', Airlie House, Carronvale Road, Larbert, Stirlingshire 

XI. Tayside Regional Area-10 Clubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 
42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
955 Gartwhinzean 

1019 Rumbling Bridge 
1049 Lodge Camperdown 

Secretary: Frank Curran, 250 Rosemount Road, Dundee DD2 3TG 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-13 Clubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 
691 Inverness 

698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 
1066 Fochabers 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 28 Whitehall Place, Aberdeen AB2 4PA 
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XIII. Southern Scottish Counties-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 660 The Langholm Ladies 
217 Eskdale 693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
226 Dumfries 730 Wigtown 
323 Kirkcudbright 818 Dalbeattie and District 
393 Annan Ladies 916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 924 S.C.T.A. 
437 Dumfries Ladies 926 Rosamond 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A. 985 New Galloway 
536 Whithorn 999 Dumfries Round Table 
562 Castle Douglas 1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 
589 Solway 1056 Lochmaben Drouthy Neebors 
629 Sanquh~r I 058 Stranraer 

Secretary: Donald R. Urquhart, Glebe House, 39 Glebe St., Dumfries DGl lLQ. 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-11 Clubs: 1 Member 

Burns Club of London 743 Romford Scottish Association 
492 Harrow Cal. Society 918 Dover and East Kent 
570 Scottish Clans Association 1032 Croydon 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1047 Colchester 
719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 1050 Hertfordshire 

Society 1063 Caledonian Club, London 

Secretary: W. A. D. Neish, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6E 

XV. North-Eastern England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 

744 Durham and District Cal. Society 
745 Northumberland and Durham 

Cal. Society 
1030 Darlington Gaelic Soc. 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 26 The Gardens, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay 

XVI. North-Western England-14 Clubs: 2 Members 

95 Bolton 
236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

834 St. Andrews Society 
(Altrincham, Sale and Dist.) 

956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Society 
989 Holt Hill 436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 

572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Society 

1008 Caledonian Soc. of W. Cumberland 
1016 Leyland and District Burns Society 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 
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XVII. Yorkshire-IS Clubs: 2 Members 

405 Sheffield 812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 
454 Rotherham 880 Otley and District 
548 Leeds Cal. Society 894 Beverley and District 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 943 Humberside Bums Society 
555 Harrowgate St. Andrew's Soc. 945 Kirklees Highland Society 
556 Doncaster 969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
763 Wakefield ~al. Society 987 Hull 
808 Pontcfract and Dist. Cal. Society 1023 Skipton and District 

Secretary: Ron Aitken, 5 Foss Avenue, Wetherby, West Yorks LS22 4YL 

XVIII. North and East Midlands of England-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 
862 Market Rasen Scottish 

Association 

866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Society 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 
878 Worksop Bums and Cal. Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
963 Cotgrave 

1015 Maltby 
1037 Grimsby and Cleethorpes 
1051 Northampton 
1053 Corby Grampian 
1060 Hinckley 

Secretary: Mrs. J. M. Cutting, Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road West, Hinckley, Leics. LE!O 
lQB 

XIX. West Midlands of England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 

1005 Tamworth & District Scot. Soc. 
1036 West Midlands 

Secretary: D. Jones, 23 Aynho Close, Mount Nod, Coventry CVS 7HH 

XX. South-Western England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Society 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 
951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

Secretary: James Graham, 27 Collum End Rise, Cheltenham GL53 OPA 
I JO 
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XXI. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 

XXII. Ireland-3 Clubs: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 1018 East Antrim Burns Association 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 

XXIII. Africa-5 Clubs: 1 Member 

896 Sierra Leone 
934 Manama Caledonian Society 
962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 

964 Gambia Caledonian Society 
1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) 

XXIV. Australia-21 Clubs: 2 Members 

523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 

950 Drumoyne 
965 Royal Cal. Society of S. Australia 
977 Whyalla 
984 MacQuarie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongon Burns Society 
914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
919 Orange and District 

1027 Scottish Australian Heritage Council 
1038 Brisbane 
1043 R. Burns Soc., of S. Australia 
1054 Huter Valley 
1056 Toowoomba 

XXV. New Zealand--4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 

Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Society 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 

893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 
974 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 

1009 Edmonton Scottish Soc. 841 Robert Burns Association of 
Montreal 

842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

1012 Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club 
1041 Nanaimo 
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XXVIII. U.S.A.-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 
701 Detroit 
870 Massachusetts 
941 San Diego 
958 Toledo 
966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 
978 Dickeyville 

981 Berkshire, Mass. 
986 Annapolis 
994 Midlands, Columbia 

1001 Mystic Highland Pipe Band 
1006 St. Andrews Soc. of Mexico 
1007 Rhode Island 
1017 Southwick Burns Club 
1035 Kansas City 
1045 Heather and Thistle Soc. 

Secretary: Alan Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A. 
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XXIX. Near and Middle East--4 Clubs: 1 Member 

959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 
1020 Kuwait Caledonians 

1033 Java St. Andrew Soc. 
1048 Hong Kong 

XXX. Europe--2 Clubs: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
1061 Brussels 
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Clubs represented: 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Sherfield Building, 
Imperial College of Science & 

Technology, 
Kensington, London 
14th September, 1985. 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club (2), Burns Club of London (3), 14 Dundee Burns Club (3), 15 Belfast 
Burns Association (1), 21 Greenock Burns Club (3), 26 Perth Burns Club (3), 33 Haggis Club, 
Glasgow (33), 36 Rosebery Burns Club (3), 37 Dollar Burns Club (3), 40 Aberdeen Burns Club (1), 
55 Derby Scottish Association & Burns Club (3), 68 Sandyford (Glasgow) Burns Club (1), 89 
Sunderland Burns Club (3), 95 Bolton Burns Club (3), 112 Dumfries Burns Howff Club (3), 167 
Birmingham & Midland Scottish Society (1), 173 Irvine Burns Club (1), 192 Ayrshire Association of 
Burns Clubs (3), 217 Eskdale Burns Club (1), 226 Dumfries Burns Club (3), 252 Alloway Burns Club 
(3), 263 Glasgow Masonic Burns Club (3), 275 Ayr Burns Club (3), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 
Association (3), 314 Scottish Burns Club, Edinburgh (1), 336 Peterhead Burns Club (1), 349 Howff 
Burns Club, Kilmarnock (2), 1356 Burnbank & District Masonic Burns Club (1), 360 Lochee Burns 
Club (3), 366 Liverpool Burns Club (3), 378 Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association (1), 1387 
Cambuslang Mary Campbell Burns Club (3), 393 Annan Ladies Burns Club (3), 405 Caledonian 
Society of Sheffield (3), 437 Dumfries Ladies Burns Club (3), 461 Leicester Caledonian Society (3), 
492 Harrow & District Caledonian Society (3), 494 Motherwell United Services Burns Club (2), 530 
Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association (3), 556 Caledonian Society of Doncaster (2), 561 
London (Ontario) Burns Club (3), 566 Scottish Society & Burns Club of Australia (3), 578 
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs (2), 589 Solway Burns Club (1), 606 Corby Stewarts & 
Lloyds Burns Club (3), 630 Coalsnaughton Burns Club (1), 632 Symington Burns Club (3), 642 
Rutherglen Burns Club (2), 681 Cronies Burns Club, Kilmarnock (2), 696 Whitley Bay & District 
Society of St. Andrew (3), 701 Detroit Burns Club (3), 718 St. Andrew Society of York (1), 721 
Plymouth Burns Club (2), 763 Wakefield Caledonian Society (3), 803 Bowhill People's Burns Club 
(3), 809 Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club (2), 839 Coldstream Burns Club (1 ), 842 'Ye Bonnie 
Doon' Burns Club, Hamilton, Ont. (1), 849 Tam o' Shanter Club, Coventry (3), 872 East Midlands 
Association of Scottish Societies (3) 887 Gainsborough & District Caledonian Society (1 ), 902 
Newmarket Burns Club (1), 916 Hole i' the Wa' Burns Club (2), 917 Scottish Presidents Association 
(3), 918 Dover & East Kent Scottish Society (1), 933 Busbiehill Burns Club (1), 936 Irvine Lasses 
Burns Club (3), 939 Griffin Burns Club, Gartcosh (3), 941 Robert Burns Club of San Diego (2), 943 
Humberside Burns Society (2), 944 Alamo Burns Club, Paisley (1 ), 945 Kirk lees Scottish Highland 
Society (3), 951 Birnbeck Burns Club, Weston-s-Mare (2), 961 Larkhall Burns Club (3), 980 Niagara 
Falls Burns Club (2), 986 Robert Burns Society of Annapolis (1), 1000 United Glass Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club (2), 1007 Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island (1), 1035 Kansas City St. 
Andrews Society (1), 1036 West Midlands District of England (3). 1039 Troon Ladies Burns Club 
(2). 1041 Nanaimo Burns Club (2), Heather & Thistle Society. Houston (I). 1047 Caledonian 
Society of Colchester & District (1 ). Executive Committee 33. 

President John Inglis welcomed the members to the centenary A.G.M. of the Burns Federation 
and introduced the overseas visitors. 

He referred to the deaths of Past Presidents Albert Finlayson (Dumfries) and John Kidd (Kinross) 
and Hon. President Alex. Johnstone. He paid tribute to their sterling service to the Burns movement 
and the Council observed a minutes silence. 
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Apologies 
Mrs. J. Burgoyne, Mr. and Mrs. P. Graham, Darlington, Gordon Mackley, Australia, James A. 

Mackay, Dumfries and John Morrison, West Midlands. 

Minutes 
Mr. G. Mudie (Coventry Tam o' Shanter) moved adoption of the Minute of the 1984 Council 

Meeting. seconded by Mr. T. Paterson (Motherwell United Services Burns Club). 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Mr. B. Anderson expressed the Council's thanks to the Conference Committee for their 

arrangements for the Conference weekend and presented the following report: i 
·or~e hundred years ago the Burns Federation was formed with the active participation or' 

members of the London Burns Club. It is fitting that the Federation's Annual Conference should be 
held in London in 1985. Plans for the Conference were first laid many years ago and the London 
people. particularly Jimmy Mason and Wally Holman, have had some worrying times. A magnificenr 
programme has been produced and they and their committee deserve our congratulations. 

'The past year has included much that is positive and a little that is sad. We have witnessed the 
publication of the history of our movement and are well on the way towards the publication of Tire 
Complete Works of Robert Burns. The Burns Window is now installed in St. Giles' and the filll 
National Schoolchildren's Competition has been held in Glenrothes. Thanks to the Ayrshire 
Association. the Veitch Life of Burns has been a great success and the shake-up in the Federation's 
structure is well advanced. 

·on the debit side, George Anderson. our long serving Publicity Officer, has announced that he 
will not be able to continue in office after this Conference. He will be sorely missed. 

'With great regret I have to record the passing, during this year. of some outstanding personalitic< 
in the Burns Federation. From Dumfries we heard of the death of Albert Finlayson, a Past Presidenr 
of the Federation. He will be missed not only in the Burns World but also in the many other fields in 
which he took an enthusiastic and joyful interest. After a long involvement in the Dumfries Burn< 
Movement he joined the Executive of the Federation in 1969. Following a spell as Joint Convenerol 
the Schools Competitions he was elected President in 1978. Albert was held in high regard by all who 
knew him and we will not forget him. 

'The social friendlv. honest man 
Whate'er he may be, 

'Tis he fulfills great Nature's plan 
And none but he' 

'John Kidd died at Aldie. Fossoway this year. He was a Past President of both the Burn< 
Federation and Tayside Region of Burns Clubs. For most of his life he worked as a farmer, mainly in 
Scotland but also in Alberta and British Columbia. Though active in local politics he neverthelcs< 
had time to play an active part in several Burns Clubs and was installed as President of the 
Federation in 1981. Always a colourful figure, John did a magnificent job representing the 
Federation and the Burns Movement around the world. 

'Alex Johnstone of New South Wales was a Past President of the Scottish Society and Burns Club 
of Australia and an Hon. President of the Federation. A keen Burnsian, Alex was a kenspeckle 
figure at many Annual Conferences and will be sorely missed both in Australia and Scotland.' 

Membership figures were as follows: 



Number of Clubs on the Roll of the Federation as at October 1984 
Disbanded and removed 

4 Callander Burns Club 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik Burns Club 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel Burns Club 
520 Uddingston Lochlea Ladies Burns Club 
743 Westmorland St. Andrews Society 
888 Vancouver Burns Club 
898 Peterlee and District Caledonian Society 
942 Easthouses Miners Welfare Burns Club 
952 Guildford and District Scottish Society 

Affiliated during year 
1044 Lodge Burns Immortal 
1045 The Heather & Thistle Society 
1046 Craighead Drouthie Cronies Burns Club 
1047 The Caledonian Society of Colchester & District 
1048 Hong Kong St. Andrews Society 
1049 Lodge Camperdown 371 
1050 Guild of Sommeliers, Hertfordshire Branch 
1051 Northampton Town & County Scottish Society 
1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) Scottish Activities Section 
1053 Corby Grampian Burns Club 
1054 Hunter Valley Scots Club 
1055 Lhanbryde Burns Club 
1056 Toowoomha Calcdonian Society & Burns Club 
1057 Lochmaben Drouthy Neebors Burns Club 

Number of Clubs on the Roll at August 1985 

Number of Associate Members on Roll at August 1985 

FINANCE REPORT 

359 

9 

350 

14 

364 

198 

Mr. Mcilwraith presented the Financial Statement and referred to the improvement in the Ordinary 
Fund which had moved from a deficit of over £2.000 to a mere £156. This improved position was 
mainly due to donations. the '200 Club' and the raffle. Mr. Mcilwraith expressed the Federation's 
thanks to all who had given their support, particularly Gordon Maskley, James Kinsley and Esso 
Petroleum for their generous donations. 

He was sorry to report that the Centenary Book had not sold well and it was sad to think that this 
excellent book had shown such a loss. Delegates were asked to promote sales. 

Mr. Mcilwraith spoke to the other accounts and Mr. J. Mcfarlane. Derby (55) moved adoption of 
the report. seconded by Mr. T. Small. Tam o· Shanter Coventry (845). 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

~lr. J. Mackay was unable to be in attendance and had sent the following report with his apology: 
_:fir_st of all. I must apologise for my absence from the Conference. owing to my having to be in 

\\ mmpeg and Calgary on business. I might add that I had very little notice of this. and fully intended 
to be with you today. 
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•J am sorry to say that escalating costs of paper and printing have meant that the price of the 
Chronicle has had to be increased substantially this year, although the members' price of £4 for a 
book of 276 pages is still very much below the normal market rate. We have been able to avoid a 
more drastic increase only by increasing our advertising revenue, and I would like therefore to take 
this opportunity of thanking Anne Gaw for doing such a magnificent job in securing so much 
advertising this year. I was horrified to discover that the trade cost of binding the Chronicle was three 
times the amount which we had been charging to members. Consequently we have had to increase 
the charge for case-bound Chronicles, although this yields absolutely no profit to the Federation and 
merely represents what we are charged for this service. 

'Approximately twenty club reports were received this year well after the mid-April deadline. II 
your Club report is not here, your secretary either sent it in too late, or did not send it to me direct. 
Would secretaries please note that lists of office-bearers go direct to Kilmarnock and club reports go 
direct to me; any permutation or combination of this procedure is liable to cause delay. 

'Last year I expressed my very deep concern over the failure of affiliated clubs to boost the sales of 
the Chronicle. The Chronicle, is at present constituted, lays emphasis on its role as club directory. 
but the time has come for us to take a long and hard look at the situation. In its present form the 
Chronicle is not commercially viable. The club section currently occupies 50 per cent of the space. 
This prevents the Chronicle from being acceptable to the usual trade outlets, such as W. H. Smith or 
Menzies, whose buyers take the fairly blunt view that, while they could handle an annual dealing 
perhaps with Scottish culture in general and the Burns scene in particular, they could not entertaina 
publication half of which had no interest outwith the affiliated clubs. 

'At the same time, the Chronicle does not qualify as a literary periodical, although it invariably 
contains much of serious academic or scholastic value. I am not advocating a Chronicle on the lines 
of the heavyweight literary periodicals but one in which the present mixture of topical news stories 
and the latest research on Burns, the man and his work, can be maintained-nay, expanded. Such a 
Chronicle, short of the club element, would be very acceptable to reference libraries, universities and 
colleges all over the world. There are over 3,000 such institutions in the United States alone, most of 
which automatically subscribe to all periodicals with a literary or academic flavour. If we could get in 
on this particular market we could sell our present print-run completely and immediately! 

'Seriously. though, we must take steps in the immediate future to ensure the survival of the 
Chronicle and this can only be done by making it more commercially viable and acceptable both to 
the general public and to the academic world. I am fully confident that this can be done. There i; 
certainly no shortage of excellent material, and it is extremely frustrating for me to have to shelre 
good material from year to year. The frustration of the authors concerned must be infinitely greater 

'Some years ago I attempted the more orthodox ploy of giving greater emphasis to the club 
reports. liberally interspersed with photographs, in the hope that this would give the Chronicle 
greater appeal to the affiliated clubs and their members. I find, however, that sales from this quarter 
have continued to fall steadily over the years. Clearly we as a Federation can no longer look to the 
clubs alone for our salvation--0r at least our continuing financial security. Raffles and appeals to the 
generosity of our adherents, let alone outright increases in membership and affiliation fees, will not 
be sufficient to keep the Chronicle going if we do not get the wider support which this magazine 
deserves. 

'Consequently your Executive has taken the decision that the time has come to divide the 
Chronicle. as at present constituted, into two distinct publications. The new-look Burns Chronicle 
would not differ materially from its ~resent format, except that the club reports would not be 
included. I ~ould however, propose to •~elude the material which you will find on pages 96to119of 
the present 1ss~e. and proba.bly also the lists of clubs on pages 267-73. All or a substantial part ofth1! 
could also be mco~p?~ated m the separate club directory which would be the principal medium for 
reports of club act1V1t1es. On the other hand, I would continue to welcome news stories about clur 
activities and achiev~ments. with photographs for inclusion in the Chronicle itself. Indeed, I feel veD 
strongly th~t the so~ial aspect .of the Burns movement would be an essential ingredient to give the 
new C/1ro111cle the nght leaven mg. I hope that I have made my perception of the new Chronicle and 
Club Directory clear, and I am on.Iy sorry that I am not with you today in order to expand on this 
theme. or to clanfy any doubts which may arise in your minds. : 

'Th~re may be some of you who. remember the last time the Federation faced a crisis of this sort.in I 
19~9-. 0. The Scots Chromcle which appeared that year was a brave attempt to launch a Scottish 
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literary journal-but there was precious little in it by or about Burns. I am afraid that the pendulum 
swung far too far the other way, and it must be said that its promoters lost sight of the essential fact, 
that whatever they did they had to produce a magazine with a strong Burnsian flavour. Every 
Secretary of the Burns Federation, and every Editor of the Burns Chronicle, on taking office has 
expressed doubts concerning the almost total exclusion of Scottish topics unless they affected Burns, 
directly or indirectly. I have been doing this job long enough now-this is my ninth Chronicle now 
before you-to feel reasonably confident about maintaining the Burnsian quality of the 
Chronicle-but I feel that perhaps we are losing many opportunities to get across to a bigger 
audience by maintaining too rigid a stance. The Burns Federation should be the spearhead of 
Scottishness throughout the world at large, and the Chronicle a sort of mouthpiece for this Scottish 
movement. As it is, it is with some sense of frustration that I view statistics about the millions of 
Scots throughout the world, or the thousands of Scottish societies, clan societies, Highland dancing 
clubs and the like who are blissfully unaware of our existence. 

'I hope you will endorse the views of your Executive and will opt for the division of the Chronicle 
and Club Directory as I have outlined. It will be for the Executive and the Literature Committee to 
work out the practical details regarding the format and the content of the Club Directory. 

'On another, though not entirely unrelated subject, may I draw your attention to the Federation's 
Centenary volume, published earlier this year. This was undertaken on the remit of a previous 
Conference and I am sorry to see that the sales have so far been so disappointing. You will have the 
opportunity to examine copies of it, and I hope that you will give it the support which it richly 
deserves (and desperately needs!) 

'Our other literary project, the Federation's edition of the Complete Works of Burns, scheduled 
for publication next year to celebrate the bicentenary of the Kilmarnock poems, is now well 
advanced. In fact, I am currently midway through correcting the page proofs, and Alloway 
Publishing are confident of completing the printing by February. Consequently it looks as if we may 
well have finished copies of this book well ahead of the original publication date, which, I am sure, 
will be good news to all those of you who had sufficient faith in this project to put your money "up 
front". I might add that I have authored almost 120 books in the past quarter of a century, but none 
has excited me as much as this one and I have every confidence that the end-product will be a 
magnificent volume of which the Burns Federation will have every reason to be proud. 

'To those waverers, who have, perhaps understandably, held back until they saw some evidence 
that we could fulfil our promises, I would say "Sign on the dotted line and subscribe now while you 
still have a chance." The printer must have all the subscription lists by the end of November at the 
very latest. I must confess to some disappointment that we are still short of our target of 2.000 
subscribers. So far, we have held back from telling the world at large of this project, in order to give 
affiliated clubs and their members priority; but the time has come to throw the net open to a wider 
audience, and we are already taking steps to launch a publicity campaign next month, with a view to 
getting the subscription filled. I would sincerely urge you not to miss this, a once-in-a-liftime 
opportunity. Rest assured, you will never get another opportunity like this to demonstrate in 
practical terms your support of Robert Burns and all that he stood for, or to place on record for all 
time your name as a dedicated Burnsian.' · 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AJ 
lst May, 1984to 

INCOME 

Annual Subscriptions: 
Current .................................................................................................. . 
Arrears .................................................................................................. . 
Advance ................................................................................................ . 
Associate Members ................................................................................. .. 

Affiliation Fees ........................................................................................... . 
Diplomas .................................................................................................. . 
Badges ...................................................................................................... . 
Burns Check .............................................................................................. . 
Sales of Other Items ..................................................................................... . 
Raffle ....................................................................................................... . 
200Club .................................................................................................... . 
International Burns Supper ........................................................................... . 
Bank Interest ............................................................................................. . 
Donations: 
San Diego £107.22, Bolton £100, West Midlands £65, T. Namba £30 and Others ........ . 
Legacies: 
Vi Broom £200 and N. M. Leslie £100 .............................................................. . 
Overspent ................................................................................................. . 

Balance at 1/5/84 ......................................................................................... . 
National Savings Income Bonds ...................................................................... . 
Burns Chronicle: 

Members ................................................................................................ . 
Trade .................................................................................................... . 
Advertisements ....................................................................................... . 

A Scots Kist and A Scots Handsel .................................................................... . 
A Scots Kist-Royalties ................................................................................. . 
Bairnsangs ................................................................................................. . 
Burns Federation Song Book ......................................................................... . 
Other Books ............................................................................................. .. 
Subscribed Edition ...................................................................................... . 
Donations: G. M. Mackley £5.000. Noel Dinwiddie £1,000, James Kingan £500, Esso 

f ~~i~~e~~:r~i~~_:_;~~~~~~.~: :: ::::: :: : :: ::: :: : : : : :: : : :: : : : : : : : : :: : : : : :: : :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : :: : ::: :: 
Junior Biography Ayrshire Assoc ............................................... .. 

~~rE~fi~~~~;:~~:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
National Savings Bonds Interest ......................... . ................. .. 

~:~;s:;:~~:~;;~i ·i=~~ct .................................. · ··: ::: : : :: ::: : : : : :: : :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ::: :: 
·················································································· 

Et;~~~1c~~~ai·F~~ci:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::··········· .. ····································· 
·················································· 

II~ 

ORDINARY 

£3,079.28' 
548.32' 
200.0i 
737.54 I 

33.00 I 

32.80' 
668.Ji I 
325.00 I 

45.421 
3,331.30 1 

950.00 
245.00 

81.71 
! 

226.41 ' 

300.00 I 
156. 111 

I 
£10,960 411 

SCOTTISH 

£0.li 
20,000.00 

3,877.40 
348.37 
707.lS 
139.6i 
58.~ 
44.~ 

175.20 
216.li 
885.0D 

8,325.0D 
506.1; 
200.!X' 

1,170.(](1 

69.111 
200.(](' 

2.3136: 
155 ~ 

1.000.0l' 
SOO.IX 

1.2~ , .. 
£42.48;2. 



EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 30th April, 1985 

FUND 
EXPENDITURE 

~i£~~~~~ .~~'.t~~~~'.:~~:~~:~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
~~~~Fr.~~t ~~'.~:t:i:~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Expenses.of Meetings .............................. ·················:::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: Secretary s Expenses ..................... ······ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Burns Check ............................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. · · · · .. · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. · .. · .. · · · · · · 

~~~~11~: .. ; / 
Ace International ................................. · .. ············ .... · .. · .. ···· .. ············ .... · .. · .. ··· 
Insurance .............................. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
~f~s~~l~;~~o~~~i.~~~-~'..~'.~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: Audit Fee .................................................................................................. . 
~::r~r;~~~~~~ss ii~<li~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

LITERATURE FUND 

Schools Competitions: .......... .. 
~~~~i~s;.~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ................... . 

Burns Chronicle: 

~~~~~i~fE"'FY / 
Centenary Book: ............... .. 
~~~~~g: :: : :: : :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ................ . Balance at 30/4/85· 
G. M. Mackley investment (Deposit Receipt) ............................... ::::::::::::::::::: 

N~~?3~~~~T~~:'.~:~~:~~:~:~~~:~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

£2, 120.48 
5,668.84 

869.75 
456.53 

36.40 
62.00 

182.00 
59.50 

199.69 
220.00 

74.00 
309.60 
40.25 
48.00 
20.70 
78.09 
42.00 
50.00 

247.25 
125.00 
50.63 

£10,960.44 

£144.59 
430.10 

575.00 
108.15 
373.71 
615.00 

95.16 

1.150.00 
7.500.00 

5.000.00 
20.000.00 

33.25 
6.327.61 

£42.482.57 
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Balance at 1/5/84 
£7 ,600 8'/•% Treasury Stock 1987/90 (at cost) .................................................. . 
£6,000 National Savings Income Bonds ......................................................... .. 

Balance at Bank .......................................................................................... . 
National Savings Bernd Interest ....................................................................... . 
Treasury Stock Interest. ................................................................................ . 
Dumfries Howff Burns Club: 

Deposit for Coat of Arms .......................................................................... .. 
Bank Interest ............................................................................................. . 

Balance at 1/5/84 ......................................................................................... . 
Donations ................................................................................................. . 
Tax Rebate ................................................................................................ . 
Interest on Deposit Account ......................................................................... .. 

Balance at 1/5/84 ......................................................................................... . 
Conference Collection .................................................................................. . 
Donations to Jean Armour Houses ................................................................. .. 
Bank Interest ............................................................................................. . 

CENTRAL 

£6,706.00 
6,000.00 
1,068.14 

694.0! 
627.00 

600.00 
63.41 

£15,759.23 

ST. GILES 

£4,772.4j 
12000 
417.72 
193.54 

£5,503.Ji = 
GENERAL 

£55i.31 
268~ 
94.~ 

~ 
£919.0f 

JOCK DYALl 

Balance at 1/5/84 
£ 1,500 81/2% Treasury Stock 

(at cost) .............................................................................................. . 
Interest ..................................................................................................... . 

Balance at 115184 ...................................... . 

~~o~ {~t~lea;~ ~~:.~~.~'.:: ::: ::::: ::: :: :::: :: : :: : : : :: : · · :: : ::: : : : : :: : : : :::::: :: ::: :: : :: :: : : ::: : :: :: :::::::: ..................................................... 

Balance at 1/5/84 ................................................. .. 
Stirling Conference Surplus . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . · · · · · · ·· ··· · · · · ·· · · · · · · ·· · · · ··· ······ ·· 

f~~~~~~t ~~n6~;~~~ ~~~~~~et.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
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£1,47iS 
89.lf -£1,56t8; 

OVERSEAI 

£1 1792: 
, 89.;'. 

J..• • -£1.262J.! 

RESERl1 

£}.!..It 
tW.l1 

426ll 
0.6~ ---£J6Iii' . '--"" 



FUND 

Glenbervie Memorials Association .................................................................. . 
Transfer to Literature Fund ........................................................................... . 
Loan to Literature Fund ............................................................................... . 
Balance at 30/4/85 ........................................................................................ . 
£7.600Treasury Stock .................................................................................. . 
National Savings Income Bonds ...................................................................... . 
Deposit Receipt (Dumfries Howff Burns Club for Coat of Arms) ........................... . 

RESTORATION APPEAL FUND 

Corporation Tax ......................................................................................... . 
Postages .................................................................................................... . 
Balance at 30/4/85 ........................................................................................ . 

APPEALS FUND 

Paid to Jean Armour Houses ..................................................... ··· ... ················ 
Paid to National Memorial Homes ............................................... · ........ · ······· ··· 
Balance ..................................................................................................... . 

BEQUEST 

Transfer to Visits Fund .......................................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · 
Balance at 30/4/85 
£1,500 Treasury Stock 

(at cost) .......................................... · ······· · · · ········ · ······· · ··· ·············· ··· ··· ·· 

VISITS FUND 

Balance at 30/4/85 ........................................................................................ . 

FUND 

£100.00 
1,000.00 
1,289.22 

64.01 
5,706.00 
6,000.00 

600.00 

£15,759.23 

£520.00 
120.00 

4,863.75 

£5,503.75 

£650.76 
81.94 

186.38 

£919.08 

£89.26 

1,475.57 

£1,564.83 

£1,269.81 

£1.269.81 

661.93 
100.00 
800.00 

53.21 

£1.615.14 
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SCHOOLS REPORT 

Mr. J. Glass presented the following report: 
'The 1984/85 session has been an exceptionally trying and frustrating one for schools, but the 

Schools Competitions do not appear to have been adversely affected and enthusiasm remains at a 
high level. The downward trend of the school population continues and the total number of 
competitors has fallen slightly, but it is gratifying to be able to report that this year twenty-three 
more schools took part, making the grand total of 783 competing schools. 

'The Burns Federation is extremely indebted to Directors of Education and their administrati1e 
staff for their invaluable assistance in the distribution of schedules, test papers and merit certificates. 
Praise is also due to Head Teachers and their Staffs for the conscientious and enthusiastic manner in 
which they set about the task of ensuring that the children learn to appreciate their Scottish heritage. i 

'There is a continuing and friendly correspondence with school Staffs and many interesting Jette~ ' 
are received which stress the value of the merit certificates as an incentive. One teacher from a 
Secondary Department wrote regarding the Scottish Literature written paper, "I feel that the Bums 
Federation provides an excellent opportunity to encourage interest", and another teacher from 
Edinburgh who retires this year sent this parting message, "This will be my final communication with 
you. May I wish you continued success in your efforts to further interest in and appreciation of the 
life and works of Robert Burns through the Federation". 

STATISTICS 
Recitation Scottish Literature Singing Accompanying Scottish 

(Written) Music 
94,519 13,702 22,344 617 3,111 

Total number of competitors 
No. of Competing Schools: 
No. of Certificates Awarded: 

140,618 
783 

13,221 

Individual 
Project Work 

6,325 

'The Recitation and Singing sections of the Competitions still prove the most popular choice but 
the number of pupils competing in the other sections remains to be very satisfactory except for 
Individual Project Work where the figures showed an appreciable drop. 

'The escalating cost of funding the Schools Competition puts a considerable strain on our limited 
financial resources and it was with pleasure that the Federation accepted the offer of the Esso 
Petroleum Company to sponsor the 1985 Competitions. A cheque for the truly handsome sum ofone 
thousand, five hundred pounds was duly handed to the Hon. Treasurer who expressed grateful ' 
thanks for this most generous gift. ' 

ART COMPETITION 

'There was a heartening response to the 1985 Art Competition, 755 paintings being received from 
primary schools as far apart as Dingwall and Stranraer. It is a matter for regret that secondary : 
schools were not represented, but this may be due in part at least to the difficulties at present ; 
hampering normal educational progress. 

'1:he .~hoice o~ subject for primary schools was "My town/village" or .. My favourite sport! 
past1.me , ~nd qmte a n~n:iber of t~e colourful and arresting entries showed a surprising maturity and 
not 1~co~s1dera.ble artistic .P~Om1s~. The. sports and pastimes depicted covered a widerange of 
pursu~ts mcludmg ~orse-ndm?, 1ce-sk~tmg, BMX cycling, swimming, canoeing, gymnastics. 
athletics, ballet-da~cmg, sketchm~ and b1.rd-watching. Pupils who took the theme "My town/village" 
pr?d.uced work which showed an mter~st.mg variety of occupations and buildings of note, one or two 
stnkmg a rather sombre note by subm1ttmg paintings of the local mausoleum. 
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Prizewinners 
lst Colin Nish 
2nd Frances Murray 
3rd Colin McNally 
4th Wan Hung Chun 
5th Wendy Ann Louise 

Stephen 

Commended 
Donald Fyfe 
Robert Henderson 
Martin Lochery 
Eoghan Mackie 
Matthew Stridgen 

No. of entries: 755 

Belmont Primary School, Stranraer 
Haldane Primary School, Balloch 
Ballantrae Primary School, Ballantrae 
Dunard Street Primary School, Glasgow 

Markethill Primary School, Turriff 

Wellbrae Primary School, Forfar 
Milton of Balgonie Primary School, Glenrothes 
Belmont Primary School, Stranraer 
Kincardine O'Neill Primary School 
Markethill Primary School, Turriff 

No. of schools: 38 

'One vital aim of the Federation is to make certain that our young people learn to appreciate the 
Scottish Literature, music and songs which are part of their birthright and many Burns Clubs and 
Societies strive to achieve this in a variety of ways. Reports are regularly received of their activities in 
this field and are much appreciated by the Federation Executive. It is clear however that others carry 
out much valuable and interesting work which is publicised at local level only. A brief report of the 
steps taken by them to keep the Scots tongue alive would be much welcome. 

'Mr. David Skipper of the Scottish Society of Tallahassee, Florida wrote last year asking for 
practical suggestions on how best to set about organising a Burns Poetry Competition in the local 
schools, a project which he hoped to launch in January 1985. In a recent letter he acknowledged 
these and gave an interesting report on the progress made. Although a trifle disappointed with the 
response from the area schools the members of the Tallahassee Scottish Society were delighted at the 
high standard reached by the competitors, especially that of the winner, a seventeen year old 
student, and look forward with confidence to an increased entry in 1986. 

'The following Burns Clubs and Associations are to be complimented on the valuable work being 
undertaken and the useful reports submitted: A' the Airts Burns Club, Stonehouse; Alamo Burns 
Club, Paisley; Alloway Burns Club; Ayr Burns Club; Allanton Jolly Beggars' Burns Club; Blanc 
Valley Burns Club, Strathblane; Busbiehill Burns Club; Bowhill People's Burns Club and Lochgelly 
Centre; Edinburgh District Burns Club Association, Griffin Burns Club, Gartcosh; Gorebridge 
Burns Club; Howff Burns Club, Kilmarnock; Irvine Lasses' Burns Club; Larkhall Burns Club; 
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs; Southern Counties Burns Association; Symington Burns 
Club. 

'I should like to conclude by expressing sincere thanks to the President, Hon. Secretary, Assistant 
Hon. Secretary and members of the Schools Competitions Committee for their support and 
constructive suggestions.' 

He added that the Toshio Namba cup had been won by Belmont Primary School and that despite 
some teething difficulties the National Competition had been a success. Glenrothes Development 
Corporation had hosted the event and individual trophies and certificates had been awarded. He 
asked delegates to encourage areas to support this event in future. 
. Mrs. M. Rennie moved adoption of the report and Mr. Sutherland in seconding expressed the 
indebtedness of the Federation to Mr. Glass for the work he had done over many years. 

Dr. J. Connor, London Ontario, Mr. C. Kennedy, Fife and several other delegates reported on 
competitions and events. 
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SCOTTISH LITERATURE REPORT 

Mr. W. Ogilvie presented the following report: 
'Despite the fact that financial resources are limited, thus restricting our efforts, it has been an 

exciting year for the Literature Committee. 
'Our main remit-as always-was the publication of the Burns Chronicle and it again reached a 

very high standard, thanks to editor Jim Mackay. Sales were up slightly on recent years, but ~e 
continue to be most concerned about the journal's long term future. Despite our satisfaction with it. 
sales are still too low within the movement when one considers rising production costs and the small 
fee paid to our editor. For this reason we yet again looked at the possibility of a fairly radical change 
of format, separating the main articles and feature material from club news and club directory, thu; 
hopefully creating _a. journal more rea_dil~ saleable to those outwith the F~de_ration. This could I 
increase sales sufficiently to keep prmtmg costs at reasonable levels. Withm the committee.· 
however, there were honest worries and misgivings about such a change and so a motion to our 
AGM will give some indication of how delegates feel. We consider that our organisation must 
continue to publish a prestigious journal, whatever the format might be. 

'Other major achievements were the publication of our Centenary History, written and edited b) 
Jim Mackay-and beautifully done. Copies are £5 to Federated clubs (and members) and £7.5~ 
outwith the movement. This is a bargain and the book is a must for enthusiasts. Please buy a cop) 
and push sales at district and club level. We cannot afford to lose money on such a worthwhile 
venture. 

'Another major 1985 milestone was the agreement signed with Alloway Publishing to produce a 
definitive edition of the Works of Burns in July 1986, to celebrate the bicentenary of the Kilmarnock 
Edition which did so much to enhance the Bard's status as a major literary figure. Again for this 
major venture, we have engaged Jim Mackay as a distinguished Burns scholar to produce and edit 
the work. If you have not yet booked your subscribers copy (£15), please do so immediately as this is 
a limited edition which could increase in value. Names of all subscribers will be published in it and in 
any subsequent editions. A cheaper edition will also be produced, and again I would plead with the 
whole movement to purchase and publicise these books. For once we could make some considerable 
profit if sales reach a high level. We must pay particular credit to President John Inglis for his tireless 
efforts to have this book produced. 

'Another three Ayrshire stalwarts on our committee Anne Gaw, Peggy Thomson and Sam 
Hannah have enthusiastically come together as a Chronicle sub-committee to oversee many aspects 
of the journals production and distribution. Anne's important remit is advertising and she would 
appreciate your efforts in trying to secure advertisers, large and small. To these three, my special 
thanks. 

'Back momentarily to the Chronicle-another major thank-you to well known Burnsian Noel 1 

Dinwiddie of Dumfries for his generous gift of £1,000 toward producing the Chronicle this year, and 
his promise of similar contributions in future years. With people and gifts like these all is certainly 
not gloom! 
·~ook sale_s from HQ have_ continued at a reasonable level, but again will delegates publicise this i 

service. Profits go to Federation funds and can thus finance other ventures. : 
'Two good Stirling friends of the Federation, whom we met at the 1984 Conference, have been 'in 

the news'. D~-. Smith of Logie Ki_rk is n~w Mod_erator of the General Assembly of the Church of . 
Scotland, while Dr. Low, reader m English studies has edited a special edition of The Kilmarnock i 
Poems with a very fine introduction and notes. 

'In the wider field of Scottish Literature much has been happening. Geo. Friel's fine work-The , 
Boy who wanted Peace has ~ee~ republi_sh~d.' while the recently formed James Hogg Society goes 
fro~ strength to stren~th, with Its HQ significantly at the University of Stirling. In this, the lSOth 
anniversary of the Ettnck Shepherd's death many celebrations are under way and the Society sent the Federation Fraternal Greetings. 

'Co_nsiderable controversy ~bounded in the S.W. regarding a rather modernistic monument-a 
?ook m _metal-to Hugh McDi?rmid, which has just been given appropriate planning permission for 
Its erect~on on a hill above Chns Grieve's home town of Langholm. Strong views were expressed for 
and against the _memonal, but regardless of any standpoint, it certainly shows that Scottish poetry and poets can stJll be taken very seriously. 

1.2.t 
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•J.M. Barrie's birthplace of Kirriemuir in Angus is celebrating the 125th anniversary of the birth 
of its most famous son who gave the world "Peter Pan", while Joe Corrie of Fife referred to by a 
reviewer as a 'neglected genius', has been given a belated honour by a book of his works being 
published by the wellknown 7:84 Theatre Group. 

'Last Year I drew the executive's attention to an outstanding work for radio, called "Strathinver" 
by Robin Bell. Though difficult to classify it has been something of the quality of Dylan Thomas' 
great masterpiece "Under Milkwood". I was not surprised to note recently that Bell's work had won 
a major UK Sony Radio Award. We shall hear more of it. 

'I close my report by thanking my committee and Federation Officials Bill and Rita for their 
enthusiasm and encouragement.' 

Mr. C. Kennedy said he would like to record the Bowhill People's Burns Clubs's appreciation of 
the work Mr. Inglis had contributed following their proposal that the Federation produce a 
Complete Works of Robert Bums. Mr. Gionfrido presented a cheque as a donation to the Bums 
Federation. Mrs. J. Cutting moved adoption of the report seconded by Mr. C. Kennedy. 

MEMORIALS REPORT 

Mr. S. Gaw presented the following report: 

St. Giles 
Nae longer, reverend men, their county's glory 
In plain braid Scots, hold forth a plain braid story 

'Could Burns words contrasting the architecture of Ayr's Brigs apply equally to the stained glass 
window in St. Giles', dedicated in moving, exulting and reverential terms so ably this 30th June. 
Since King David built his first abbey, the Kirk has been the inspiration and has provided the canvas 
and the quarry bed of all worthwhile art and architecture in Scotland. 

'Many will seek in vain, among the window's blazing lights, for an apostle, bearing the features of 
a twenty-eight year old poet, in drawing room garb as dedicated by Alexander Naismith. This 
window designed by the young unassuming Icelander, Liefur Briedfjord incorporates much of the 
symbolism of his own Viking and Celtic ancestry (national characteristics shared by Bums) in the 
window's theme. The shadowy horses, cloaked figure at the base, amidst the green fields, the plants, 
the rocks and earth of Scotland, has drawn from him by the great ring of the Scots people above him 
the inspiration which he gave to all mankind. The poet of people. The glamorous ideal enlightening 
a.Bat the peak of the design. Bums was an innovator. Stained glass is currently the most popular 
nsmg art medium and all who helped to realise this tribute can feel justifiably proud. 

'The honour intended, of any memorial can be diluted as the dilettantes struggles to have their 
names linked in some memorial tablet. No greater tribute can be paid go Bums than that inscribed 
on the black marble slab forenenst the window. 

IN CELEBRATION OF ROBERT BURNS 
POET OF HUMANITY 

Celebration it is. No '1759-1796', for the message transcends his short lifetime-no name, for in the 
poet's words 

'IVha does the utmost that he can, can whiles dae mair' 

lVauchope, near Hawick: 'A stop on his border tour to visit Wauchope House in Roxburghshire, 
home of Elizabeth Scott niece of the famous authoress 'Flowers of the Forest'. Alison Cockburn, 
resulted in interchanged' of considerable correspondence. His poem to the guidwife proclaims his 
nationalism: 

'No nation, no station, my envy e'er could raise 
A Scot is still, but blot still, I knew no higher praise 
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and perhaps contains within his finest tribute to womankind. 

'The gust of joy, the balm of woe 
The saul of life, the heav'n below 
Is rapture-giving woman 

'The site of the house of Wauchope, now an adventure school, set in the most wonderful Scottish 
border scenery, drew a vast audience to participate in the unveiling, by our President, of an 
impressive masonry monument, built from the stone of the now demolished house. Hawick Bum! 
Club, in commemoration of the poet's, not only honoured his memory, they have fitted another gem 
into the necklace which is the Burns heritage trail and opened to the tourist a door to one ol 
Scotland's scenic masterpieces. 

'(On a personal note, at the club reception, my gem was hearing the song, in its place of origin. 
sung as "The Star of Robbie Burns" not as "Rabbie" an 18th Century "daft boy" expression). 

Irvine: The attraction of the Glasgow Venne! has been increased by the addition of the opening to 

the public of the rooms where he lodged and suffered the pangs of sickness and remorse. 

Ayr District: 'We are pleased to support the proposal by the owner to open Mount Oliphant. 
Farmhouse to the public and to provide therein a restaurant. It is to be hoped that Kyle and Carricl · 
District Council will give support to the venture. 

The Borders: 'Archie McArthur is trying to get information to expand the poet's line with 
Kelso-the Kings Head Inn in particular. 

Mauchline: 'The Castle Street Museum is to expand its visual display specialising in Burns' life in the 
town. The Federation will contribute £500 but more help is required. 

Dumfries; 'The Mill House Museum, thanks to the local Authority will open in April. Two expensive 
relics of the poet, his sword and his musket, have recently been acquired by the council. ' 

'Many thanks to a very able committee who raise cash, hew wood, draw water, co-erce, flatter. 
complain and bully in order that the memory of Robert Burns will be evergreen and that the beaut) 
of the poet's Scotland can be shared by an increasing number of visitors.' 

Mr. G. Couper, Greenock, reported that the Greenock Burns Club were involved in the 
promotion of a garden and plaque on the site of the house in which Highland Mary died. 

Mr. H. Macdonald, Detroit Burns Club, moved adoption of the Memorials Report seconded b)' 
Mr. J. Little. ' 

PUBLICITY REPORT 
Mr. G. Anderson said it was with great regret that he had had to tender his resignation as Publicit) 
Officer. He had found that there was value in blowing one's own trumpet and though an amateur in 
the publicity field he had done his best to promote the Federation. He had had a measure ofsucces' 
and had been able to get a fair amount of coverage on the Stirling Conference mainly due to the 
interest created by the presence of Toshio Namba. 

H_e had responded_ to many requests for information on Robert Burns and it was gratifying t.', 
reahse _th~t the media were now aware that we exist. Wally Holman had been on 'Macgregor'' 
Gathering and Mr. A_nderson had been able to get local coverage for the International Dinner. , I 
H~ felt the _Federat10? could have '!1ad_e more of their centenary year-only a few clubs had sen: I 

details of their celebrations. The ded1cat1on of the St. Giles' Window had been a major event be. 
publicity had been disappointing. 

Mr. George Anderso~ ~aid he was confident of the future of the Federation. He was pleased tha:' 
P~ter Westwood was \~llhng to take on the post of Publicity Officer and put his expertise at th<, 
disposal of the Federat10n. I 

Mr. Inglis paid tribute to the remarkable job George Anderson had done in his ten years J' I 
I 
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Publicity Officer and expressed the Federation's gratitude. 
Mr. D. White, Glasgow Masonic Burns Club, moved adoption of the report seconded by Mr. A. 

Marshall, Derby (55). 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
The following Office-Bearers were duly elected: 

President: D. Wilson Ogilvie, Dumfries 
Senior Vice-President Dr. James Connor, London, Ontario 
Junior Vice-President Mrs. Enez Logan, Kilmaurs 
Hon. Secretary & Treasurer Mr. William A. Anderson, Stewarton 
Assistant Secretary Mrs. Margaret G. Turner, Troon 
Schools Competitions James Glass, Ayr 
Editor James A. Mackay, Dumfries 

Hon. Presidencies were conferred on the following in recognition of their contribution to the 
Burns movement: 
William Jackson, Coldstream 
Noel Dinwiddie, Dumfries 
James Mason, London 
The President presented them with Honorary Presidents badges. 

MOTIONS 

Bowhil/ People's Burns Club: 'that the "Fee" of all federated clubs of the Burns Federation be 
increased to £25.' 
Bowhill People's Burns Club withdrew this motion as the Executive Committee had now raised the 
fee to £15. 

Executiv~ Committee: 'that para 13(b} of the Constitution and Rules of the Federation be amended 
to include the sentence "At the discretion of the Executive Committee the Directory and reports 
may be published separately from the main part of the Chronicle".' 
The motion was carried unanimously. 
Executive Committee-'that the Constitution & Rules of the Burns Federation be amended to 
replace the term "Associate Member" wherever it occurs by the term "Federation Member".' 
Mr. Davie spoke to this motion and Mr. Gaw against. A vote was taken and the motion was carried 
by a majority. 

NEXT CONFERENCE 

Mr. H. Bull, President, Ayrshire Association, extended an invitation to hold the 1986 Conference in 
Kilmarnock on 12th, 13th and 14th September and this was unanimously accepted. . 

The Annual General Meeting of the Council was concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 
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CLUB NOTES 

O. Kilmarnock Burns Club. A very successful Anniversary Dinner was held in th, 
Howard Park Hotel, Kilmarnock on 24th January 1986 at which the principal guest~lr 
D. Wilson Ogilvie, the President of the Burns Federation, proposed the toast 'Th, 
Immortal Memory'. Mr. Ogilvie's speech as regards both content and delivery warnc 
well received. Supporting him were Mr. Tom Lauchlan who proposed 'The LasSC! 
mainly in verse form, and Mrs. May Allison who replied. The entertainment was a!sooL 
high order and the Club President Mrs. Peggy Thomson presided with dignity and ease.! 

The Club's St. Andrew's Day Dinner was held on 29th November 1985, also in th, 
Howard Park Hotel. Again this was a most enjoyable evening. Mr. George Anderson.1 
Past-President of the Federation, proposed the toast 'Auld Scotia'. The toast of 'Auk 
Killie' was proposed by Mr. John Caldwell and Mr. William Anderson, the Secretaryo 
the Federation and a Club member, replied. Musical entertainment of a high standarc 
rounded off a happy evening, again under Peggy Thomson's excellent Chairmanship. 

ALASDAIR M. GORDO' 

1. Burns Club of London. Our Birthday Festival dinner, held at the Rembrandt Hote 
this year, and attended by some 150 members and guests, including parties from th.' 
National Trust for Scotland and the Edinburgh University Ladies London Club, wasab.1 
like the curate's egg, but the good parts were really very special. The Rev. James Curni 
presented a new (for him) 'Immortal Memory' which had his audience mingling laughte 
and tears. Guest speakers who also added greatly to the happiness of the eveninf 
included Sir William Macpherson of Cluny, Miss Margaret Graham and Rick Gowans 

Born in London one hundred years ago, the Burns Federation fittingly returned to the 
Capital for its Centenary Conference, and this wee Club worked its fingers to the bone 
preparing for the great event. With the Imperial College of Science and Technology 3' 

Headquarters, the whole programme of events was successfully completed to everyone 1 

satisfaction (well, nearly everyone-you know what some people are!) From Kilmar 
nock's point of view, the financial success of the whole Conference was wonderfu\\i 
satisfying. 

The No. I Club is restructuring future activities to meet the problems of highe: 
travelling costs into London, the fear of violence on the streets and the continuin' 
challenge of television. But one ambitious plan now in hand is to take over the Annui' 
Bu~m Co~c.ert, previously held in the Royal Festival Hall, but now sadly discontinued 
owmg to nsmg costs. 

We grieve to record the deaths of three Past Presidnets of the Club since last 11 ' 

reported to the Chronicle-Alec Pow, Alec Morrison, a regular at Conferences 01:: 

many years, and Wally Holman, who did such wonderful work for and at the 1%: 
Conference. 

JIMMY MASO' 

2. Alexandria Burns Club. President James Gallacher welcomed 140 members an· 
guests to the Annual Festival of Alexandria Burns Club held in the Alexandria HoteJ.0: 
25th January. 1986. The Haggis. bravely borne by Al;n Duncan was piped in by Drc1 

118 

......... ...,.,.,.-........ :.,. _______________ _ __J 



Crockett and addressed by Cuthbert Douse MBE who also recited 'Tam o' Shanter' and 

·sic a wife as Willie had'. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Tom Wilson from 

Kilbirnie, and once again he completely captivated and enthralled his audience who, in 

turn, responded by giving Tom a most enthusiastic standing ovation. Jim Archibald gave 

his inimitable recitations of 'The Address to the Unco Guid' and 'To a Louse', Peter 

McLaren proposed the toast 'John Barleycorn', Watt Nicoll proposed the toast 'The 

Lasses' and the Secretary proposed a toast to our 'Deceased Members'. John McLean 

and Willie Murray both sang to their usual very high standard and were most ably 

accompanied by Andrew Lochhart on the piano. The evening was brought to a close by 

Willie Dick who proposed the toast 'The Artistes', with his usual sincerity and wit. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held in the Masonic Lodge, Alexandria when the toast to 

'Scotland' was in the very capable hands of the Rev. Ian Miller. As usual, the rest of the 

evening's entertainment, including recitations and songs was provided by various 

members of the Club, which once again demonstrated the depth of talent we have 

available for evenings such as these. 
BRIAN G. BENSON 

S. Ercildoune Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Delrion Suite, Red 

Lion Hotel on 24th January. Seventy members, friends and guests attended. The Haggis 

Bearer was Mr. J. Gladstone and the piper Mr. W. Chisholm. Mr. J. Irvine, President, 

gave the address to the haggis. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by iv1r. J. B. Baxter. 

Lindcan. The toast 'Our Club' was given by Mr. J. Brotherstone and was replied to by 

Mr. J. Rae. The toast 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. R. Thomson, the reply was given by 

Mrs. Alison Jamieson. Singers were Mrs. Gilchrist, Mrs. Leishman, Mrs. Kay, Mr. 

Brydon and Mr. Skea. Fiddler Mr. Paton, Electric keyboard Mrs. McLeod, Mr. J. 

Stafford gave an excellent performance of 'Tam o' Shanter'. The votes of thanks were 

given by Mr. J. McQuillin. 
Two social evenings were held during the year. One in May, the other in September. 

Music for dancing was by Ash loan band on both occasions, and an excellent buffet supper 

was supplied by the 'Red Lion Hotel'. 
A brass plaque was placed in the Red Lion Hotel to mark the Club's centenary. All 

meetings of our Club have been held in the Red Lion since the Club was instituted in 

1885. 
ROSEMARY IRVINE 

10. Dumbarton Burns Club. Traditional and novel items were on the programme 

when the Club held its Annual Supper in the Dumbuck Hotel on Friday, 24th January. 

There were 140 members and guests present. In keeping with Club tradition, t_he 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President, Mr. Peter F. McLaughlin. 

Committee member Keith Macintosh proposed the toast to 'The Lasses'. Local GPs Dr. 

Jimmy Goldie and Dr. Tom Barlow joined with Bob Callander to give a spirited version 

of 'Willie brewed a peck 0 • maut'. Jimmy Hempstead, with the help of the company. sang 

'The Piper o' Dumbarton' and this was followed by a masterly rendition of 'Ta~ o' 

Shanter' by Bill Hendry. Later during the 'Nicht's Ongauns' they came together to smg_a 

humorous song about two Dumbarton worthies of yesteryear. An appeal by Archie 

Aitken on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns Houses, The National Memorial and Cottage 

Homes and Erskine Hospital Burns Supper raised the record sum _of £400_. 1:he company 

were treated to some excellent singing of Burns songs by guest artistes Cnspm Allen and 
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Bob Kirk , Accompanied on the piano by Jack Watt. A humorous vote of thanks in rhvm 
by Vice President Dr. Tom Barlow brought a most enjoyable evening to a close. · 

Sheriff J.P. Murphy was in excellent form when he proposed the toast to 'Scotland" 
the St. Andrew's Night Dinner, held in Dumbuck hotel on Friday, 29th November. H 
toast, which was interspersed with humorous stories and anecdotes , was warmly recei1e 
by the large company present. Mr. A. P. Fordyce in his toast to 'The Lasses', paid tribu1 
to the fair sex in a light hearted way. Entertainment was provided by singers , Sheila Rae 
Crispin Allen and Robert Kirk. A welcome innovation, this year, was an interludd 
fiddler , Kenneth McLean, who had everyone's feet tapping. Bill Hendry recited 
localised version of the 'Ballad o the Bools' and Jim Hutton made an excellent job c 
addressing the haggis. A very humorous and comprehensive vote of thanks was proposed 
by Dr. T . Barlow. 

JAM ES L. HEMPSTE\ 

14. Dundee Burns Club. The Committee, members and all concerned , must have bee 
much gratified by the success which attended our 126th Burns Supper. It was a treat a1 
rare as it 's delicious to find our members reciting the Doric in its native purity and Scob 
songs sung with much taste and feeling. The Rev. Joe Morrow in his usual happy and 
appropriate style gave an eloquent 'Immortal Memory' . The other chief features of th< 
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entertainment were, the humorous 'Death and D octor H o rnbrook' by John Newton , Pas t 
President' and our long serving Treasurers 'T am o' Shante r '. Praise must a lso be given to 
Mr. E Bonnar fo r the quiet , judicious manne r in which he susta ined the par t of 
Chairman. 

The Club this year provided speake rs for va rio us Burns Suppe rs, a ll o f which point. to 
the growth of appreciation for Robert Burns and hi s wo rks in th e T ayside area and is 
zealously supported by Dundee Burns Club. Our Annua l Dinne r gave free re ign to o ur 
members good humour and St . Andre ws night bursting with pride in our he ritage. Socia l 
meetings are also held when the occasion offe rs during winte r mo nths especia lly. At the e 
meetings song and sentiment hold the usual promine nt place. In the year 1886 o ur club 
went hearti ly in support of the Burns Fede ratio n and was a ffili a ted o n Sth Ma rch that year 
and has given its hearty support to every sche me in connectio n th e rewith . To mark thi 
centenary we successfull y applied for a floral display adj acent to R obert Burns sta tue in 
the Albert Sq. Sadly another of our ve te rans Mr. Frank Birre l , who in the cour e of 
nature has fa llen out of the ranks and is sadly missed . 

Mr J . M Cl.ARK! 

15. Belfast Burns Association . The Burns Suppe r was he ld o n F riday 24th January 
1986 and it was a ve ry special occasion as we a lso ce le bra ted our centenary. The 
a sociation was fo rmed in 1886. Just one yea r afte r the Burns Federation . T he 
Association is experiencing a new surge of inte rest a nd me mbe rship is on the increase 

President of Belfast Burns Association , Alastair Gray, his w ife and Mr. and Mrs. Ian Paterson. 
Photo : Belfast Telegraph 
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again. At the supper 120 people listened to Mr. Ian Patterson propose the 'Immortal 
Memory'. On arrival every person was presented with a sprig of heather and each lad) 
present received a boxed handkerchief. The soloist was Mr. Billy Thompson and we were 
also entertained to a display of Scottish country dancing by the RSCDS Belfast Branch. 

Other events during the year included a Scottish concert, a summer bus run, slides of 
Norway, a mini Burns Supper, and a visit to the theatre to see the Andy Stewart Show. 

Mrs. MARGARET A: STOKEi 

17. Nottingham Scottish Association. 110 members and friends attended the Burn; 
Anniversary Dinner in the Victoria Hotel, Nottingham, on 25th January 1986. The 
evening began with President Stuart Mc William and guests being piped to the top table b) 
our own piper George Donald. Later, in the traditional manner, he piped in the Haggi1 
which was then addressed by Mr. Bob Logan, with great enthusiasm. Bob, who is a Past 
President, was also croupier for the evening. The toast to 'The City We Bide In' wa1 
prepared by Mr. Coventry Walker, a Past President, and replied to by the Lord Mayor. 
Councillor David Tongue. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Andrew 
Charters QPM from Ayr. He gave a humorous but serious address about Burns and hi; 
life, quoting freely from his many poems. The toasts 'To The Visitors' by Mr. W. Gabriel. 
a Past President was replied to by Chief Inspector Anthony Slater to 'The Lasses' by Mr. 
B. Elliot was replied to by Mrs. Mollie Logan also a Past President. Mr. William and Mrs 
Barbara Jones sang several of Burns Songs beautifully including by special request 'John 
Anderson, my Jo, John' then having enjoyed a very good meal it was 'Auld Lang Syne' 

The Association organised some very successful social events, starting with the 
Presidents Night Dinner and Dance and including a social evening; St. Andrews Dinner 
Dance; a Barn Dance and a special whisky tasting evening. From October to May 
Scottish country dance socials are organised at fortnightly intervals when members can 
learn and enjoy the intricacies of the dance movements and listen to Scottish tunes. 

ROBERT YOUNG (TREASURER1 

20. Airdrie Burns Club. It was thought that this year would be an anti-climax after our 
Centenary Year but on the contrary our functions were of a very high standard. St. 
Andrews dinner, on 28th November 1985, was notable for the vigorous and original 
speeches and the high quality of artistes which added to the happy atmosphere. 

Burns Anniversary Dinner, on 24th January 1986, was reported in the local newspaper 
as 'A Burns Dinner to savour'. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by William Samuel 
whose speech was a glittering oration delivered without a note. His imaginative 
reconstruction of the Burns story was interspersed with many quotations from lesser 
known poems and songs. The Lasses' was proposed by John Harvie, M.A. who 
established himself as a warm hearted personality and as a raconteur of light-hearted 
an~cdotes of so~e subtlety. A'. J. ~hristic, Vice President, chose 'Yesterday' as a topic 
which enabled him to recall A1rdne of the past, a nostalgic experience. Musical items 
~e~e performed. by a ~roup called ~adenza w?ose arrangements were of a superb nature. 
giving a new dm:iens10.n to our d.m~er: ~h1le we still encourage Burns in Secondary 
Schools by donating pnzes for their md1v1dual competitions, this was extended this year 
by including school art departments who designed the front cover of our dinner 
~enus/prog~ammes. The response '?lade this a very worth while project. Next year, we 
1~tend offermg the t.went? three primary schools in the district prizes valued £100. for 
visual wall presentations m a Burns theme. The results will be displayed in the Airdrie 
Savings Bank and Public Library. 

MAlTllEW HOOD (SECRETARY1 
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21. Greenock Burns Club (The Mother Club). Greenock Burns Club, the Mother 

Club, held its Annual Celebration dinner in the Tontine Hotel, Greenock, on 24th 

January 1986, with an attendance of 148. The President, Mr. George Couper. took the 

chair. The haggis was piped in by Mr. Tom Mutch and addressed, with verve, by Mr. 

Duncan McSwein. We were honoured in having as principal speaker Sir Kenneth 

Alexander, Principal of Stirling University. Mr. Robert Clark gave an ebullient Toast to 

'The Lasses' and met his match in Mrs. Lorna Morrison's Reply. The 'Toast to the Club' 

was ably proposed by Mr. James Power, Rector of St. Columba's High School, 

Greenock. Miss Mabel Irving, Senior Vice President, replied. Mr. Norman Macfarlane, 

Junior Vice President, gave the vote of thanks. Miss Irving, as Bard, gave 'The Nicht's 

Ongauns' in humorous Scots verse. The music was in the capable hands of Mr. John Bell. 

Our St. Andrew's Night Dinner was a very happy affair. Mrs. Jessie Henderson toasted 

the Saint. Mr. Tom Stevenson proposed the toast, 'Scots Abroad' and Mr. Hunter Wilson 

replied with humour. 'The Nicht's Ongauns' were given in verse by the Bard. 

During the year, we had, in the Public Library, a successful exhibition of Burns Relics, 

and items pertaining to our Club from its inception in 1801 until the present day-the 

brain child of Mr. George Couper. We are looking forward on 4th May to our Dedication 

of a plaque to Highland Mary, erected on the approximate site of the house where she 

died. Guests will include our Provost, Sir Simpson Stevenson and Lady Stevenson and 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Ogilvie. An evening service will follow in the Old West Kirk, 

Greenock, Mary's second resting place, as, when the church was rebuilt on the 

Esplanade, the graves were moved also. 
MABEL A. IRVING 

26. Perth Burns Club. A capacity attendance of 124 were present at the Annual 

Dinner in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on Saturday, 25th January 1986. The event enjoys a 

high reputation for the quality of its oratory, music and recitation and under the 

chairmanship of Club President, Mr. Alex Lamb, members and guests acquitted 

themselves admirably in their various tributes from the piping in of the haggis by Ian 

Dickson (addressed by Club Secretary Donald Paton) to the final cadence of Auld Lang 

~yne. The assembled gathering were treated to a memorable programme opening wit~ a 

fiddle selection from the well-known Willie Simpson which served as a prelude to the ftrst 

of several groups of songs from tenor Ron Harris (a late replacement) and sopranos 

Marion Neilson and Helen Goodison accompanied at the piano by Martin Neilson. A fine 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the guest of honour, t~e Rev. _John Pag~n. of ~t. 
Michael's Church, Dumfries who took as his theme the humanity. passion and spmtuahty 
of the Bard. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to April and were well at_tend_ed. 

Speakers were Miss Alison Reid 'Life in Medieval Perth', Mr. Henry S. Kinnaird. 

'Speaking Scots' and Mr. Ian Dew'ar on the introduction of Scottish farming methods to 

the Falkland Islands. The Annual Schools Night in November was again an event of 

outstanding quality despite a slightly smaller number of. participan~s owin~ to the 

teachers' dispute. The Musical Evening in March was again an evening of first cla~s 

e~tcrtainment provided by members and friends of the Club. The ~nn~al St. An~rcw s 

Night on 30th November attracted a company of 160 who en1oyeu an evening of 

traditional Scottish entertainment and dancing. Entertainers included Lowland Folk. 
DOS . .\l.D S. \I. !'ATOS 



Top table at Perth Burns Club's annual dinner: (standing) Donald M. Paton (Hon. President 
Henry S. Kinnaird (Vice-President). Donald N. M. Paton (Secretary). John Elliot, Rev. Hecto 
Houston and Dr. David W. Purdie. (Seated) Mrs. Freda Pagan, Rev. John Pagan, Alexander 
Lamb (President). Mrs. Mary Houston and Dr. Katherine A. Purdie. 

Photo: Richard Allan, Stanle1 

33. Glasgow Haggis Club The Annual Supper was held this year in the Hospitality Inn 
on Saturday, 25th January. Whilst we hold our Function at the nearest Saturday in each 
year, it was particularly pleasing that 25th J a nuary was a Saturday this year. The 
' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Lord Ross of Marnock. The Toast to 'The Lasses 
was proposed by Douglas Geddes and the reply was by Margaret Milne. The Haggis wa~ 
addressed by Albert Hannah and our other Artistes were Christine McConchie 
Ex-President David Scott. Colin Thomas, David Sibbald , accompanied where appro
priate by our Pianist and Piper Eddie Johnstone. Our President , Adam Dalgle1~h 
presided over the Supper and I am pleased to report that eve ryone appeared to enJ01 

themselves. 

The Club had its normal Spring Outing to Ayr, visiting the Ladies at the Jean Arrnou• 
Burns H ouses. We took part in the Fete at Mauchline in May on one of the wetter da)' 
las t Summer. The Golf Outing was a lso well supported and e njoyed and we are currenth 
looking forward to our round of activiti es for 1986. 

DAVID WATSON.Cl 

35. Dairy Burn Club. The 16_1st Annual Supper in an unbroken sequence was held1r 
Dairy ommunit) Centre on Fnday 24th Ja nuary 1986 . attended by 150 members anc 
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guests. The Chairman was W. Hamilton and the Croupier was T. W. Henderson. The 
following toasts were given: Deceased Members-W. D. Walker; 'Lando' Cakes'-R. 
A. Todd; Guests and Young Members-J. McNab; Memory of Burns-The Chairman; 
Memory of Jean Armour-The Croupier; Song Writers-J. Hodge. J. McCosh replied 
for the Guests and A. Edwards for Young Members 'Tam o' Shanter, and 'Epistle to 
Davie' were recited by J. Hodgart and W. Wallace and T. Wilson recited 'Holy Willie's 
Prayer'. Appropriate songs were sung by H. Hodge, L. McCall, J. Nisbet and A. Findlay. 
Musical Selections were played by J. R. Clark and G. Lammie (fiddles) and W. Sim 
(piano). The Club Piper was R. Shuttleworth and the haggis was addressed by T. Wilson. 

The Annual St. Andrews Night took place in the Hotel De Croft, Dairy on 29th 
November when a company of 80 members and guests had a very enjoyable evening. The 
Annual School Burns Competition took place on 17th March, 1986. The usual high 
standard was maintained by the children competing. The trophy for senior singing was 
won by Gillian Fyfe and the Burns Club Cup for Senior Verse was won by Jenny Duppie, 
other winners were-Junior Singing-Catriona Gilbert, Junior Verse-Jennifer Wilson. 
Primary 3 Singing-John Mcintyre, Primary 3 Verse-lain Fotheringham. 

W. D. WALKER 

36. Rosebery Glasgow. Rosebery members had a very busy season providing main 
speakers at many Suppers throughout the West of Scotland. Our services were also very 
much in demand at various competitions when our members served as adjudicators. 
Unfortunately our own schools' competitions were cancelled due to E.l.S. action. It is 
hoped that this work will be resumed at an early date. 

NAN W. McKENZIE 

37. Dollar Burns Club. The 99th Annual Supper was held in the Strathallan Hotel 
Dollar on 24th January when some 80 members and friends enjoyed a first class evening. 
The principal toast was proposed by Mr. Chic Duthie who gave an 'Immortal Memory' 
which was humorous, well researched and, most of all, came from the heart; The 
reception given to Chic proved that his speech was worthy of the high standard set by 
previous principal speakers. 

The 14th Annual Gala Supper was held in the Strathallan Hotel, Dollar on 15th 
February when over 100 members and friends attended prior to an excellent meal, the 
haggis was piped in by Donald Cowan and Addressed by David Tait with Lisa Millar 
acting as Poosie Nancy. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Harry Ewing M.P. who 
gave one of the finest tributes paid to our Bard in this grand old Club. Harry held the 
company spellbound for 40 minutes with his able demonstration of Burns's humour. 
satire and sincerity. 'The Lasses' was proposed by Ewen Cameron, a well kn.o~n lawyer 
who fought a well drawn duel with the reply from Mary Bremner. Arthur W1lha~s fror:n 
Edinburgh and Dougie Rae from Auchterarder were in excellent form m their 
recitations. The singers Sheena McKenzie and Ewart McAuslanc were never better and 
were both accompanied by Tony Foote; Ken Crozier provided the vote of thanks and 
Auld Lang Syne brought a wonderful evening to a close. 

DA\'11> ~JICllAEI. TAIT 

~0. Aberdeen Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held on Thursday 23rd 
January 1986 at the Treetops Hotel. We were very fortunate to have the Rev. Ja~cs 
Curne to give the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. H. A. Taylor. Secretary m the Scottish 
Language Society. gave the toast to 'The Lasses' Miss L. Allan mem.bcr of the Aberdeen 
Toastmistresses Club gave the replay. Another highlight of the evening was our own Mr. 
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George Taylor who did a wonderful recitation of 'Tam o'Shanter'. Our overseas guest1 
included people from Denmark , Canada, New Zealand and our usual sprinkling 01 
Americans. Our evening was an outstanding success, thoroughly appreciated by botl 
members and guests 

Our St. Andrews Night held in the Gloucester Hotel was also very successful, with our 
guest speaker Mr. McCrae giving a most interesting talk on the Auld Alliance. The bu1 
outing for this year, has been arranged for Sunday lst June. Coast Road to St. Andre" 
and return via Perth and Couper Angus. 

!RENE FRASER (MR\ 

42. Strathearn Burns Club. The Strathearn Burns Club , one of the oldest in tht 
country, proved that once more their quality speakers are in the top class, and why the< 
are much in demand to speak at such events. The 1986 supper was no exception when ii 
was held in the Star Hotel, beautifully decorated with tartan, and with a picture of Rohen 
Burns and the Charter. The President, Mina Robertson, welcomed the assemble, 
company and introduced Tom White, who was chairman. 

A most enjoyable meal was served by hotel staff, and after a short interval, the 
'Ongauns' began with Miller Long leading the company in 'There was a lad' , followed b1 
Stella Henderson who rendered 'A highland lad'. After the Loyal Toast the chairrna 
then introduced Gordon George, assistant headmaster of Kinross Secondary School who. 
before proposing the ' Immortal Memory', spoke of Robert Burns, with little schooling. 
who became known all over the world as the poet of the working man, a sentimental man 
who put into voice everyday things and who tried to escape from everyday life through h11 
poetry. 

Many of Burns lovely songs were sung by the three soloists ably accompanied by Sheila 
Long, playing for the first time the electric organ recently bought by the hotel. Not a note 
was wrong. George Carson also came forth with his lament , 'The plague of the 
toothache. ' 

There was another short break for the raffle , prizes being handed over by Mrs. George 
to the many winners. Tickets were sold by Mrs. Morgan and Mrs. Rae. 

Then it was back again to Mina who proposed the vote of thanks to all the guests , Tom 
White as chairman, the hotel staff, members of the committee, and in particular the 
company who had come along to enjoy the evening. 

48. Paisley Burns Club. On Friday , 24th January 1986, 101 members , hon . members 
and guests gathered to honour the memory of Robert Burns. In the Chair was President 
Sydney Harrison, Editor of the Renfrewshire Gazette and former Editor of the Scottish 
Field. As President , his priv.ilege was to propose the ' Immortal Memory' and he centred 
his theme on the connectIOn between Burns and John Wilson culminating in the 
publ~cation oft.he Kilmarnock Edition in.1786. Sydney's toast was a masterly display of 
erud1t1on combined with humanity and wit. Our Bard, Tom Gibson II sustained his no" 
national reputation for 'Greetings' of quality. 

On 20th June perhaps the only glorious day of the summer of 1985 members and 
gue ts visited Bradick .. castle . Arran. They left from Pa isley at 9.30 ~m sailed from 
Ardrossan 111 the beguiling summer hca~ and enjoyed a magic day in Brodick and at the 
Castle and appreciated. the. guidance of Ken Scotland. The ea rly evening was spent in 
lmne and the late evening in Montgrec na n House Hotel. The President there discoursed 
on Burn.· co nnections \\ith Irvine and these a irts: members and ouests discoursed on 
man~ other -,ubjec t~ . We got back sa fel y to Paisley by about 11 pm ."' 

ROBERT Y. CORBrn 
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Dr. Campbell shows Ed Miller Paisley Burns Club's first minute book dating back to January 
1805, with Allan Mill on the left. 

49 . . Bridgeton Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner of the Club was held in the 
Holiday Inn, Glasgow, on 25th January 1985 with record attendance of approxima te ly 
650. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Right Honourable David Steel, M.P. 
and the Dinner was chaired by the Club President , Robert McDonald . The substanti a l 
collect1on was raised as a result of the generosity of those attending for the running of the 
Annual Schools Competition. Unfortunately due to the industrial situation involving 
Schools the annual competition for Schools in the East End of Glasgow had to be 
cancelled. I am pleased to say , however , that due to the hard work of the Club and 
particularly our President we were able to present books of Burns Verse and Mu ic to 52 
Schools .. It is hoped that this will encourage not only the Schools who have supported the 
Co~petit1on in the past but those who may now have the material and incentive to 
part1c1pate in the future. We look forward to another successful year. 

GEORGE IOOR r 

55· Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club. The Anniversa ry Dinner wa held on 
r hursday 23rd January , 1986 at the Pennine Hotel , Derby. The President, Mr. Albert 
fa rshall , was indeed very honoured to have Mr. John Inglis, Past President of the Bur~ 

Federation, to propose the ' Immortal Memory'. In hi s excelle nt address he howed h1 
depth of knowledge of Burns by freely quoting many passages. illustrating Burn ' love 
and understandi ng of the common man . Othe r toasts for the evening were The Land We 
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Albert Marshall, President of Derby Scottish Association, with his wife Thelma and Mr. and 
Mrs. John Inglis. 

Live In ', proposed by Mr. Bill McLean , 'The Lasses ', proposed by Mr. Robert Pattison 
and the reply kindly made by Mrs. Margaret Allan. Mr. Jack Macfarlane addressed the 
Haggis. The toasts were interspersed with songs from Mrs . Kathleen Dick and Mr. B1l1 

Brownlee and Dr. Archie Hunter recited 'A Man 's a Man for a That'. A memorable 
evening came to a close around midnight with the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne' . 

The President's Reception , St. Andrews Dinner Dance and the Hogmanay Ball wer( 
all ha ppy, well a ttended gathe rings. At the Autumn Country Dance excellent music wai 
provided by a recently formed Nottingham band, the Schumachers, and for the Tartan 
Dance in February, Iain McPha il's band made a welcome return visit to Derby. 

KATHLEEN 010 

59. Gourock Jolly Beggars. Our 93rd Annual Dinner was held in the Bay Hotel 
Gourock on Friday 24th January 1986 . President Arthur Boyle welcomed over JI) 
membe rs and fri e nds. The haggis was piped in by Hector McPhail and ably addressed bi 
Norman MacPhie. After a n exce llent meal the ' Immortal Memory' was given by Dougla 
S. Geddes of Greenock, toast to 'The Lasses ' given by Barclay Smith and reply by Da11c 
Bannister. a local school master. The p rogramme was sustained by songs by Dam 
Dickson and readings by Secretary Bob Smith. Vote of thanks to artists given by JohnS 
Bruce Past Preside nt. 

The A~nual Burns Com.petition was held in Gou rock Primary School. Close on~ 
pupils taking part. Book prizes and certificates were presented to winners. 

ROBERT SMfll' 

69. Dunedin Burns Club. The Annual Suppe r was he ld in the Southern Cross Hotel. 
Dunedin where the President. Mr . David Mel ntosh. we lco med J () J members and guest1 

a number not exceeded for many years. Guests included His Wo rship the Mayor. Mr. C 
IJ, 



G. Skegg and Mrs. Skeggs, Sir Laurie and Lady Franci , Rcprc cntativc of the tago 
cottish Council and of the Otago Centre of the Piping and Dancing As ociation of cw 

Zealand. Entertai nment was provided by Mr. Peter Chin and Mis Sheryl Watson. both 
of whom sang some of Burns's best known songs. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Sir Laurie Francis, until recently the cw 
Zealand High Commissioner to Australia. 'The Lasses' was proposed by Stan Forbes and 
replied to by Miss Hilary Shanks. 

\1onthly concerts still form the main part of the Club's activities and, as a lways we arc 
very much indebted to the well known artists who perform freely for our cntcrtain
mcnt--certain ly a tribute to the Dunedin Burns Club for its effort to populari c the works 
of Burns and other Scottish composers. 

Membership is declining slowly as the older members grow older and pass on. and their 
places are not filled by younger people-the distance twixt Scotland and cw Zealand i 
increasing. 

llENRY J II llORRrl I M BI 

82. Arbroath Burns Club. 227th Annual Supper held m Arbroath at the Seaforth 
Hotel on 24th January. 

II . B. WILSON 

~ 

""~~ 
The office bearers, committee members and principal guests at the 227th annual dinner of 
Arbroath Burns Club at the Seaforth Hotel on 24th January 1986. 

85. Dunfermline United Burns Club. The I 70th Anniversary Dinner wa held on 22nd 
January 1986 in the City Hotel. Mr. Hutchison Sneddon O.B.E .. J.P .. ubmitted the 
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'Immortal Memory' and in traditional manner was thereafter draped with our Sir Walter 
Scott plaid by the Chairman, the Right Hon. the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, D.L 
J.P ., M.A. 

The Address to the haggis was given by Mr. Ian M. Terris, Poosie Nancy being Mr. I 
Richards, and our Piper being Mr. Bryan Douglas, Hon. Corporal of the Royal Scotti 

Piping Society. 
The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed with great wit by Dr. George Hendry M.B 

Ch .B., and replied to with charm and humour by Dr. Pat Torrie, charming wife of our 
Hon. Secretary John Torrie. 

Traditional entertainment was most delightfully provided by Mrs. Pattie Duncan, Mr 
Crispin Allen, and Mr. David Scott, both the gentlemen being joined by Lord Elgin for 
the rendering of 'Willie Brew'd a Peck o' Malt ' . Mr. Bill Hamilton gave a most effect11 
'Holy Willie 's Prayer' and our pianist, Dr. Ian Robertson, quickly mastered the hotel'; 
new electronic piano to provide excellent accompaniments. 

Prior to the Annual Dinner, the Croupier of the Club met in the Murison-Burns Roor 
of Dunfermline Carnegie Library to give the traditional oration and place a wreath 
laurel by the bust of the Bard. 

JOHN TORR. 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. The Annual Burns Dinner was held on Saturday. 2511 
January, 1986, in the Roker Hotel , Sunderland, and was attended by 125 members and 
friends. The Top Table guests were piped in by Pipe Major Tom Rae and welcomed b1 

the President. Mr. Stewart Thomson. The President welcomed the Mayor of Sunderlan' 
and the Principal Speaker , Mr. Douglas McFarlane, Whitley Bay. The toast to Th, 
Lasses· was proposed by Mr. Alan Fell and amusingly answered by Mrs. Vera Smith 
Scottish songs were sung by Mr. Ian Crawford accompanied by Mrs. Anne Donnan. A 
raffle was held during the evening and the Jean Armour Homes were the recipients of a 
cheque. Dancing concluded a very happy event. 

Inclement weather and prevailing conditions about walking in the dark have played 
havoc with the attendances but we have continued to enjoy our fortnightly meeting; 
which have been most interesting. The highlight of the season must surely have been a 
visit from the Federation President, Mr. Wilson Ogilvie. We invited Burnsians from 
neighbouring Clubs and had a very pleasant evening-entertainment by Soprano, M~ 
Sheila Hay and Mr. Fred Sinden , Baritone. Scottish dancing by youngsters Alisdair an~ 
Jennifer. The President was accompanied by his wife , Mrs. Irene Ogilvie. The President 
was presented with a Tanka rd suitably inscribed 'Sunderland Burns Club No. 89' an 
bearing a portrait of Robert Burns- the tankard is the work of one of our members. Mr 
Bill Ferguson. 

MRS. M. WILSO 

95. Bolton Burns Club .. The Club 's Annual Burns Supper and Dance was held on 2~th 
January, 1986. Our President , Mrs . Elza Dunlop , welcomed our honoured guests. th' 
Mayor and Mayore s of Bo lto n . Mr. Andrew McClure . who is an Hon. Member and Pair 
Preside nt of the Clu.b. ~ave th e ' Immo rtal Memory'. The toast 'Town of our Adoption 
was given by Mr . Ali sta ir Macinnes. a native of Inverness. The toast to The Lasses' WJ' 

given by Mr. George Wa lke r and th e reply was given by Mrs. Joan Macinnes. Our singrr 
for the eve ning was Mrs . Alice Fa rringto n . The co llection thi s year for the Jean Armour 
Burns Ho use amo unted to £66 . 

We he ld o ur u ual ro un d of d a nces durino the seas I · h hi 1 ·tcra~ 
, • , • 

0 
• • • • . . "' on. a ong wit mont y 1 

c 1 c nin ~ . a nd sma ll soc1c1 l mghts whi ch a lways pro ve to b b ' d ·01·~ 
~ · · · e a 1g success an arc cnJ . •• 
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Piper Sean Dunlop and Secretary Mrs. W. G. Diggle savouring the Haggis at Bolton Burns 
Club. 

Photo : Bolton Evening News 

by all our members both young and old. Summe r outings were a rra nged to Arley H a ll in 
Cheshire and Blackpool Highland G a mes. This year we will be ho lding a Highl a nd Ball at 
the Town Hall, Bolton, and dancing will be to George Fleming's Scottish Band fro m 
Cross House. This will be to raise funds for the Burns Federatio n and shou ld in fact have 
been held for the Centenary Year but unfortun a te ly we were un able to reserve the Town 
Hall for this occasion. 

~IRS . W. G DIGGU-

112. Dumfries Burns HowffCiub. The 98th Anniversary Dinne r was he ld in the Globe 
Inn. Dumfries on 27th January, 1986. In proposing the toast to th e ·Im mortal Memory· 
Mr. Han y Ewing, M.P. said that Burns's ge nius lay in putting into words what people felt 
about 1.1fe in the 18th Century and he had written poetry that had o utHved tim e itself. 
Following an address rich in wit, ye t deeply sincere. Mr. Ewing received a standmg 
oiauon and was later admitted an Hon. Member of the C lub . Other toasts were 'The 
Burns Federation· proposed by Senior Vice Pres ide nt. J. Irving, repl y by D. mith . 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Fr. Stephen Bradley mak in g a welcome return visit to the Globe 
Inn. 

A 'whisky tasting' evening was held in May a nd included a n illu. trated ta lk by Mr. 
Peter Westwood of Paisley . chiefly o n hi s Burns material. Club bowls night and upper 
113 hel.d at the Embassy H ote l in Jul y a nd the Annual Coach Outing took place on l 2th 
\fay wnh a trip to the Borders including a guided tou r o f Abbotsford Hou c. After a 
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Harry Ewing, MP, President Stanley Hamilton and Father Steven Bradley at the Globe lni 
prior to the Howff Club's annual dinner. 

lapse of severa l years, a float was entered in the decorated vehicle parade on. 'Guit 
Nychburris' Saturday. The theme was 'Tam o' Shanter' and was variously descnbeda 
·remarkable ' or 'bizarre ' but incredibly failed to win a prize. A most enjoyable _'eti.eell 
and Wine ' evening was held on 28th September in Noblehill Community Centre in a1do 
Centenary Year funds. Members were involved in a Channel 4 TV documentary on Burll' 
entitled ·The Stamp of Greatness' to be broadcast in 1986 . The season's social funcnoit 
were notable for outstanding guest speakers, Hallowe 'en- Mr. Alisdair Hutton , M.E.P 
and St. Andrew's Night-Mr. Jim Si liars . The Ladies Night Dance at Annan was 3' 
popular as ever. 

The club suffered a majo r blow during the year with the deaths of two of our thr' 
Trustees. Past President and sometimes Treasurer Mr. Edward Harvey and Hor 
Member Mr. Albert Finlayson. Also Club Librarian James McKinnell died in Jui 
following a long illness. All will be sadly missed. Past Presidents M. G. Laing and W. S 
Tweedie were appointed Trustees in succession and Mr. W. Sutherland was appointee 
Librarian. 

1986 is the Dumfries Octocentenary Year and the Club. in concert with The Southerr 
Scottish Counties Burns Association has severa l Burns related events planned '' 
celebrate this important year in the life of the town. 

QS\11~ 
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120. Bristol Caledonian Society. The 1986 Burns Supper was held on 25th January and 
wa again very well attended. The evening followed the traditional form, the haggi being 
mringly addressed by Mr. William Todd . The toast to the ' Immortal Memory' wa 

proposed by Mr. Roy Goodfellow, a welcome visitor from C heltenham cottish cicty. 
The St. Andrew's Dinner was celebrated more formally in November , when the Lord 

Mayor and the Lady Mayoress of Bristol were the guests of the Society. On this occasi n 
the principal speaker was Mr. Ia n Kerr, who proposed a st imulating toa t to ' alcdonia 
and St. Andrew'. 

The St. Andrew's Dance again proved a popular event , attended by Scotti h dancer 
from all parts of the West Country , who enjoyed the excell ent music provided by Rob 
Gordon and his Band on their annual visit from Perth . The final celebration of t. 
Andrew's tide was the Festival Service conducted by the Society's Chaplain, the Rev . 
Will Minnis at Trinity United Reformed Church. The service was followed as usual by a 
ocial gathering in the church hall. Apart from these main functions we have enjoyed a 

Cheese and Wine evening, a 'Medieval ' Barn Dance, a visit to the Western Daily Press 
and the Bristol Evening Post building , and interesting ta lks by representative of the 
R . . L.l. and the John Lewis Partnership. The regular Sco ttish Country Dancing classc 
have taken place weekly from September until April, and we have enjoyed a cries of 
entertaining rambles in the environs of Bristol throughout the year. Visitor to Bristol 
would be most welcome to join in any of these events whenever they arc in the area. The 
golf. bowls and pitch & putt competitions to be held during the summer months will 
conclude the year's activities. 

MRS. MARY MORTO 

orman Stewart, Alex Pollock, MP, Sheriff J. Irvine Smith , David Mackessack Leitch !President). Group-Captain Bruce Latton, the Rev. Alistair Morrison and P1pe-Maior Jimmy 
Hadden, at Elgin Burns Club . · Photo : Northern Photos, Elgin 
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149. Elgin Burns Club. On Friday 24th January, 1986 our Anniversary Dinner was 
held as usual in the Town Hall, Elgin and our Principal Guest Sheriff Irvine 
Smith-proposer of the 'Immortal Memory' rightly much in demand-managed to make 
it here and spoke to well-deserved acclaim. When last seen he was departing in the 
direction of Harrogate and sundry other places where we have no doubt his master\! 
speaking both humorous and serious, would have given equal satisfaction. The rest of our 
team comprised our M.P. Mr. Alex Pollock (who as P.P.S. to the new Defence Secretan 
was an appropriate choice to toast H.M. Forces). New Zealander Gp. Capt. Bruce 
Latton who ably and wittily replied, recently called local Minister and ex-Police officer 
Rev. Alistair Morrison who proposed the Town and Trade of Elgin and our own member 
and current President of the Law Society of Scotland, Mr. Norman Stewart who replied 

Pipe-Major Jimmy Hadden after piping for us for 30 years has decided to call it a daya1 

he has retired and moved away from Elgin. Our President thanked him for his years o'. 
valiant and much appreciated service as our piper. 

W. D. G. CHALMER1 

152. Hamilton Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held once again in the 
Banqueting Suite of the Strathclyde Regional Building, Hamilton. Altogether 26! 
members and guests attended the function on Friday 24th January 1986. 'The Grace' anc 
the 'Address to the Haggis' was once again in the capable hands of the Rev. Hugh Wyllie 
The company enjoyed the address and toast of the 'Immortal Memory' traditionally given 
by our President, Jack Guthrie. The toast to 'Our Guests' was given by Alistair Taylor 
and was replied to by our principal guest George Robertson, M.P. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' and its reply were in the amusing hands of Charlie McBain and Stanley Cook 
Excellent singing was provided by William Strachan and John Merry, both from 
Ayrshire, while the piper was as usual Tom Gillespie. The evening was concluded by Vice 
President Ronnie Fraser who gave a general vote of thanks. 

DR. STUARTS. I. PARKER 

167. The Birmingham & Midland Scottish Society. The Society's Burns Dinner and 
Dance was held on Friday 24th January 1986 at the Edgbaston Banqueting Centre The 
County Ground Edgbaston, Birmingham. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr 
Lindsay MacDonald; the 'Address to the Haggis' was delivered in his inimitable. 
enthusiastic style by Mr. Alan Douglas a member of the Society. The President, Mr 
Robin Woodman, proposed a toast to the city of Birmingham, with a reply from the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, councillor Frank Carter. The Birmingham Branch of the Royal 

1 
Scottish Country Dance Society provided an exhibition of Scottish Country Dancing. and· 
music for dancing was provided by Frank Carter and his Orchestra. 216 people attended 
and enjoyed an excellent evening. 

The President's Evening in November took the form of a Ceilidh at Moseley Rugb1 

Football Club. A St. Andrew's Service was held at St. Columbia United Reserves Churd 
in Moseley. A family Christmas outing to the Severn Valley Railway's 'Santa Special' in 
Decem_ber was followed by t~e Hogmany Ball at the County Ground, Edgbaston a joinl 
ball with the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society took place in February al 
Birmingham University. 

Events planned for the rest of the season are a Caledonian Ceilidh in April. a Summer 
Outing and the Annual Golf Competition and Supper. 

ALISTAIR KERI 

173. Irvine Burns Club. 170 people attended the 160th Annual Celebration in th: 
Volunteer Rooms on 24th January, 1986. President J. C. Lovie concluded his year c· 
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office with an outstanding 'Immortal Memory'. The 'Founder Members' and the 
·Memory ofBonnie Jean' were ably proposed by Vice President I. H. Y. Wood. The Vice 
President Elect Matthew Brown proposed the Toast to the Royal Burgh of Irvine and we 
were delighted, once again, to welcome Convener Teresa Beattie to reply on behalf of the 
Royal Burgh. Our artistes, Frank Bryson, Sam Gaw, Sandy Nixon, Tom McVcigh, Jim 
White and Willie Greer were in sparkling form and the members responded 
enthusiastically to them. 

In line with a commitment given at the 1985 Annual General Meeting, a syllabus was 
published of various events. Talks, so far, have included Sam Gaw on 'Glasgow Venne!', 
John Strawhorn on 'Burns in Mauchline', Sam Hay from the Bachelors' Club, Lena Gaw 
on the 'Burns Heritage Trail' and Campbell McMurray on the 'Maritime Museum'. 

As many of you will know, the Stewards have changed. 1985 saw the retiral after I 0 
years of excellent service, of David and Madge Smith. The President has already paid 
tribute to their services but I cannot let this opportunity pass without making my own 
particular thanks to David and Madge for the considerable help and assistance they so 
willingly gave to me and made my job so much easier. We welcome Robert and Isobel 
Brown to the post and hope that they will be as happy as the Smiths were. 

Wll.l.IAM COWAN 

192. Ayrshire Association of Burns Club. Quarterly meetings of the Association were 
hosted during the year by Ayr Burns Club, St. Andrew's Cronies Burns Club, Irvine 
Burns Club, the Howff Burns Club and Symington Burns Club. In January the Annual 
church service was held at Kilmaurs in St. Maurs Glencairn Church where the service was 
conducted by the Rev. P. Patience. The Association was represented at wreath laying 
services at Kay Park, Kilmarnock in June and at Ayr in January and July as well as the 
service at Leglen Wood. Trophies and certificates were awarded for singing and recitation 
of the works of Robert Burns at the Ayrshire Music Festival and prizes awarded to 
Kilmarnock Academy and St. Joseph's Academy irt memory of John M. Irving. Plans arc 
well ahead for the 1986 Conference to be held in Kilmarnock and the Committee and 
Sub-Committees are working hard. 

On 3lst July 1986 to mark the Bicentenary of the printing of the Kilmarnock Edition an 
evening dedication will take place at the grave of John Wilson who is buried in the 
kirkyard in the Old High Kirk, Kilmarnock. In March this year the Association held its 
first ever School Children's Competition. 28 Ayrshire schools took part, with 150 .childr~n 
entering the various sections every child entering received a certificate and the wmncrs m 
each section received cups which were donated by Anne Gaw, Jean Anderson, Encz 
Logan, Sam Hannah, Ayrshire Association, Cumnock and Doan Valley R.E.C. and 
Provost Ferguson, Kilmarnock & Loudon. Books and book tokens were prcs~ntc~ to the 
prizewinners in each section. A very successful and rewarding afternoon which will now 
be an annual event. 

ENEZ I.OGAN 

197. Winnipeg Burns Club. Our annual gathering of Burnsians was highlighted and 
delighted by the presence of Dr. Jim Connor, Senior Vice President of the .Burns 
Federation who, after being introduced by Club President Ishbcl ~· T~rn?ull. delivered 
an excellent and informative 'Immortal Memory', which included him smgmg one or t~\'O 
of his favourite Burns songs. As always this main event of our year took place on 2:ith 
January 1986 in the Marlborough Inn. President Ishbcl welcomed cvcr}:on~ and 
Introduced the head-table. A short 'In Memoriam' for our members who had died m the 
past year was held while our pipers played a lament . 
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James Turnbull (Secretary), Jean Murie (Treasurer), Dr. Jim Connor (President), lshbe 
Turnbull and Jack King (Vice-President), at W innipeg Burns Club . 

Other events included church parade to Knox United Church Winnipeg in October 
Several half hour local public access TV programs on the poems and songs of Robe~ 
Burns: and a Luncheon meeting once a month from October to April. In 1985 four ofour 
me mbers died ; we shall miss them all but more especially Ruth Glennie, a sincere and 
conscientious Burnsian who visited and kept touch with our shut-in members. 

JAMES TURNBU~ 

198. Gorebridge Burns Club. The Club held its Anniversary Dinner and Dance in th< 
Club Rooms on Saturday 25th January. President A. Lochrie welcomed the 80 membe~ 
who attended. The haggis was piped in by Piper David Morris and Addressed by A. La~ 
Secretary of the Club. The toast to 'The Lasses' was ably proposed by Mr. R. Jamieson 
this was replied to in song 'Green Grow The Rashes o' which was sung by Mr. Tom Juner 
The toast to the ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. Lawrence who gave ave~ 
full and constructive oration on the works of our national poet. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held on 30th November in the Club; a most enjoyabk 
evening was spent in inging a nd dancing. The three primary schools held the Federatioo 
Literature Competition. The overall winner in Gorebridge Primary School was Sharon 
McLeod who received the watch donated by the Club. The song and verse competition' 
have been held, the ~inner again taking part in the Edinburgh and District Burns Clu~ 
Assoc1at1on Compe t1t1o n at Prestonpans . The Club celebrated its 75th Anniversary ol 
affili a tion to the Burns Federation . The ladies of the club kindly made and served an 
exce llent tea to all membe r present. A most enjoyable evening was spent. The toast tc 
the Club wa proposed by Alexander Law, Secretary of the Club. 

ALEXANDER I.Ai 
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212. Portobello Burns Club. On Friday 24th January 1986 the Annual Supper of the 
Club was held in the Eskdale Rooms, Musselburgh. The President, J. Stanley Cavaye. 
J.P. welcomed some 130 Members and Guests. The haggis was piped in with due 
ceremony by Dugald McAffer and addressed by the President after the 'Selkirk Grace' 
the company did justice to a satisfying repast. 

The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by an unusual member of the club of 
seven years' standing-Professor Ernst Bucher of Zurich-attracted to the Club by 
sharing the birthday of the Bard. It was enlightening to learn how early translations of 
Burns's poems appeared in Switzerland to be widely read and admired. He was 
recognised as a political force, the champion of the common man. 

The head boy of Portobello High School, John Pennycook proposing the toast to 'The 
Lasses', provided light relief with a mock tirade against Mrs. Pankhurst and the 
'women's libbers' who had destroyed courtesy and gracious living in their pursuit of 
equality but he admitted 'that the sweetest hours that ere I spent-'. The head girl, Kate 
Bowler, in her reply countered with an attack on men's insecurity as their chauvinistic 
bastions crumbled, but she agreed that confrontation did not suit the present situation. 
The musical entertainment was varied with fiddle tunes played by Ron Gone Ila, and the 
true tribute to Burns in the singing of his songs beautifully rendered by Elizabeth Fletcher 
and Ralph Parkinson-as Peter Strachan said in the toast to 'The Artistes'. Norman 
McKenzie thanked the Chairman. The evening closed with a dance. 

The club maintained its tradition of presenting books of Scottish interest to the libraries 
of four local primary schools and the high school. They plan a bus outing to Dollar at 
Easter, and a bowls match with Portobello Bowling Club at the end of May. 

ROBERT MACKAY 

217. Eskdale Burns Club. The Club held its Centenary Supper in the Eskdale Hotel, 
Langholm on 24th January 1986 with the Honorary President Mr. Arthur Elliot in the 
chair. Our chief Guest was the Rev. John Cairns of Riverside Church, Dumbarton. His 
toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was greatly appreciated by the company. Mr. Gerard 
Henry proposed the toast to 'Agriculture' and Mr. Ian Imrie replied. 'The Lasses' were 
toasted by Mr. John Glover and Mrs. Kitty Irving made suitable response. The toast to 
'Town and Trade' was made by Sir Hector Monroe and replied to by Mr. Eddie 
Armstrong. 'The Chief Guest' was toasted by Mr. Michael Bell. The Company were 
entertained by fiddler Mr. Bobby Hobkirk, singers Mr. Ian Rodger, Mr. Eddie 
Armstrong and Mr. Alex Pool. After his excellent rendering of 'Tam o' Shanter', Mr. 
Alex Pool was made a life member of the club. The accompanist was Mr. Stanley 
Thewlis. The Piper Mr. Jock Corrie and Haggis Bearer Mr. Graham Cubbon. 

SHEENA T. ELLIOT 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. On Saturday 25th January 1985. 112 Members. Guests and 
Friends sat down to the Anniversary Dinner held in the Cairndale '.fotcl_. The Pr~si_dent 
of the Club, Dr. Robert B. Wilson, was in the Chair. Mr. David Wilson Og1lv1e. a 
member of the Club and President of the Burns Federation for the current year. 
submitted a most acceptable 'Immortal Memory'. 

On Friday 7th June J 985, 48 Members and Friends attended the summer outing which 
took place to Glenkiln, where most Members left the bus and walked to the Henry Moore 
Statues at the side of the minor road. 

The St. Andrew's Night Celebration took place on. Saturday 30th November .1985. 
when 63 Members and Guests attended under the Presidency of Dr. Robert B. Wiison. 
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The President, Dr. R. B. Wilson, spoke about the first use of Anaesthetic in a Umtc 
Kingdom hospital, which is believed to have taken place in the Old Infirmary, Dumfnt 
The Club Treasurer gave a talk on Oscar Wilde who, it was noted , had died in Paris, 
30th November 1900. 

With the help of the Stratford-upon-Avon Caledonian Society , the Club was able tol 
a wreath on the grave of William Shakespeare during the Anniversary Birthd.. 
Celebrations in April 1985. 

JOH A. C. McFADDf 

238. Burns Club of Atlanta. The Annual Dinner of the Burns Club of Atlanta was he 
at the Burns Cottage in Atlanta on Saturday 25th January 1986. It was the 91i 
Anniversary of the Club, and the meeting was attended by a full house of Members a~ 
Guests . The highlight of the evening was the toast to the ' Immortal Memory' of Robe1 

Burns, which was given by Douglas MacRae. In addition to other toasts , the customar 
ceremony of the haggis was observed, as usual, Henry Frantz, an award winning pipe: 
led the way. 

The Club meets monthly at the Burns Cottage, which is a replica of the cottage 
Alloway! Speakers at monthly meetings address the members and their guests on top1 
of literary or historical interest. Additionaly, the Club sponsors a ceilidh in the fall. 

HAROLD T. DANIEL 

239. Hawick Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Club Rooms on Frida1 

24th January 1986 where 160 members and guests heard the haggis piped in by Mr. 
Cultman and addressed by the President and Chairman, for the night Mr. Alex Martin 
'Tam o' Shanter' was reci ted by Mr. J. Forsyth and 'Holy Willie ' by Mr. J . Rutherford 
The Rev. G. Watson MA. BD ., proposed the toast of the ' Immortal Memory' anl 
received a standing ovation. He was presented with a crystal decanter on behalf of die 
members. The following Thursday night 60 Life Members enjoyed their own Bumi 
Supper and Mr. Kennedy Scott proposed the toast and was presented with a bottle of 
Burns Whisky and Club Tie. 

The first Annual Pilgrimage to the Wauchope Cairn will take place in July 1986. lt 11 
hoped that the Schools Burns competition at Hawick High School will again take platt 
this year. The Burns Study Group, run on a monthly basis throughout the winter month;. 
will be concluded for this winter on 26th March 1986, the talk being 'Burns's Border 
Tour'. This C lub is very much indebted to Archie McArthur from Kelso, our main 
speaker. 

R. PURIU 

252. Alloway Burns Club. The Burns Anniversary Dinner was held in Belleisle HoUSI 
Hotel, Ayr on 23rd January 1986 , guests being welcomed by President Hugh Farrell. The 
'Selkirk Grace ' was given by the R ev. J . W. McGinty, Sen. Vice-President. The 
' Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President of the Burns Federation, Mr. D 
Wilson Ogilvie who, in an inspiring and most eloquent address, earned a richly-deserved 
standing ovation. 

Our stall at the Holy Fair in Rozelle during the Burns Festival Week again proved 
successfu l and made a useful contribution to Club funds. The winter syllabus opened with 
an illustrated talk by Mr. Alex Macpherson, Ayr Burns Club President on 'Alloway and 
Ayr and Robert Burns'. Hi s excellent slides gave singular pleasure' to his audience 
Attendance at our St. Andrew's Night was reduced because of adverse weather 
conditions which made the journey to Belleisle hazardous. 
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Top Table at Ayr: (standing) James Glass and Mrs. Glass, the Rev. J. W. McGinty, A . 
Macpherson, Allan Stoddart, Dr. J. Begg; (seated) Mrs. M . McEwan, Mrs. B. Stoddart, H. 
Farrell (President). Wilson Ogilvie and Mrs. Irene Ogilvie, and Mrs. J . Begg. 

Photo: Robin Christie, Ayrshire Post 

.Other functions included a very successful hostess whist drive and a well-attended cot 
Night in Alloway Public Hall , which produced a wealth of talent. The delightful singing of 
Mrs. Grant Donald, skilfully accompanied by her husband , and the readings given by Mr . 
Hugh Farrell and Mr. Allan Stoddart drew well-merited applause . Master J. Kerr on the 
electric organ, Master M. Rae on the accordion and Miss Louise Hutcheon on the violin 
disp.layed talent of a high order. A Scots Quiz organised on a team ba is provided for 
audience participation and an instrumental group under Mr. L. Coburn gave a pirited 
performance of Scottish tunes and soon had everyone tapping feet or clapping in time to 
the music. In addi tion to the annual donation to Alloway Primary School for the purchase 
of prizes for the Federation Schools Competition winners book prizes were awa rded to 

the prize-winners of an Art Competition arranged for Primary 5, 6 and 7 pupils. A 
pleasant little ceremony was held in Alloway School assembly hall a t which the Club wa 
represented by the President , Mr. Hugh Farrell , Mr. Allan Stoddart , Hon . Pre ident a nd 
Mr. James Glass, Hon. Secretary. The Head Teacher, Mr. E. Anderson , invited Mr. 
Glass to address the pupils of his old school before calling upon Mr. Farrell to pre e nt the 
awards. He then thanked the Club represe ntatives for the interest taken in the chool and 
promised to do his best to continue the long and happy association with Alloway Burn 
Club. 

JAMES Gl.AS 
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263. Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 31st January !%· 
in the City Halls , Glasgow. The toasts were as follows ' Immortal Memory'-D. Wilso 
Ogilvie, President Burns Federation; toast to '.The Club'-Harry Hutchieson; replytoD 
W. Ogilvie-George Anderson Past President Burns Federation ; toast to Th, 
Lasses'-Douglas Burgess and reply-Rita Burgess. The Piper was Hamish Mclachlan 
Other Artistes were Karen Lannigan , winner of the verse speaking competition , Margix 
Pinkerton, soprano and Donald Matheson, pianist. Address to haggis-Brother Frank 
McAdam Past President. The Appeal on behalf of Jean Armour Houses raised £70.00. 

Monthly meetings are well attended . The bus run to Dumfries was on 26th April. The 
children's verse speaking competition attracted 40 entries and was held on Saturday 8th 
March 1986. There were gold, silver and bronze medals to winners and certificatesto al\ 
entrants. Winners of the senior section attends and performs at our Annual Dinner. After 
many years of having to move from place to place we now have found ideal accomodation 
in the Glasgow City Hall-we meet the last Friday of each month October to April , and 
warm welcome awaits our visitors. A Lectern and Fall were dedicated at our Dinnerm 
memory of Brother Robert Swan , who was a Stalwart in the Club. The Fall depicts the 
name and no. of our Club and a bust portrait of Robert Burns woven in tapestry b1 
Margaret Wallace, Secretary of the Milton Burns Club 938 (soon to be in action again). 

FRANK McADA 

275. Ayr Burns Club. Over 100 Members and Friends were present at the Anniversa~ 
Dinner in the Elms Court Hotel, Ayr. After the traditional Billo' Fare, the Haggis being 
addressed with relish by Mr. Alex Macpherson, the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Dr 
Ian Campbell, Edinburgh University. This excellent speaker gave further insight into the 
poet 's character by concentrating on the letters Burns wrote rather than his works. Other 
speakers were: Mr. R . Brash-'Auld Ayr'; Provost G. Macdonald-'Reply'; Mr. A 
Hosie-The Lasses '; Rev . Elizabeth Henderson-Reply. Each gave an excellent addre 1 

and the company were well entertained by a reading from Mr. A. Stoddart and song! 
from two members of Ayr Youth Choir, our new young accompanist being Mr. Andre~ 
Bryden. An appreciative vote of thanks was given by Mr. J . Telfer. 

The Wreath-laying ceremony was held as usual at Burns Statue Square , Ayr on 25th 
January . Wreaths were laid by representatives from various local clubs and Kyle & 
Carrick District Council. Again on Sunday, 21st July a Wreath-laying ceremony was held 
at the statue, followed by a lovely commemorative service in Leglen Wood. This wa1 
conducted by the Rev. G. Macrae and the oration given by the Rev. A. Garrity. 

A richt guid St. Andrew's Night was held in the Elms Court Hotel, when Dr. W. O.G 
Taylor, a dedicated Scot, inspired us .with his fine address. The songs of Mrs. A. Paton 
and Mr. J. Strachan delighted the audience, while Mrs. B. Dickie, reader and folk-singing 
duo Mr. and Mrs. J . Stevens added greatly to the enjoyment. The vote of thanks , heartil) 
endorsed by all present, was given by Mrs. Alice McCallum. 

The. concert b.y prize-winners in the Schools Burns Competitions is always worth 
attending and this year was no exception. Organisation of this event is in the capable 
hands of Mr. J. Glass and the ta lent and enthusiasm found amongst these children make 
his efforts well worthwhile . A warm vote of thanks was given by Miss s. Bowman. 

MRS. M. McKELLAR 

293. . Newcraighall Welfare Poosie Nansie Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in 
. rddrre Bowling ~lub on 24th January 1986 with a company of 70 attending. The 
Immortal Memory was proposed by Mr. James Gray and his wit and expert knowledg 
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held the company in the palm of his hand . Our President David Robert on proved to be a 
very able Chairman and conducted the evening efficiently. An old aying derived from 
Burns 'The Best Laid Schemes o' Mice an' Men , Gang Aft Agley' would very apt! 
de cribe the fact that five of our artistes could not attend through illne . However lady 
luck miled on us in the form of four members of The Airts Burns tub , namely Jim 
Bush, John Gordon, George Hastie and Walter Muir and they filled in admirably. Our 
Supper was a great success and we can say 'The night drave on wi' mirth and ang' and the 
evening was en joyed by all. 

ROBERT MUIR II ENDERSON 

296. Walsall and District Scottish Society. Our Annual Supper to remember the tla rd 
was held on 25th January 1986 in the Masonic Hall Aldridge. 140 Members and Friends 
attended. There is always a demand for tickets , but space is limited. The Haggis wa 
carried by Past President , Dr. Glennie , Piper John Hodson being in attendance. The 
Pre ident Dr. C. D. E. Morris addressed 'The Beastie' in fine style. After a delightful 
meal the President gave an excellent ' Immortal Memory' which wa toasted with 
Highland Honours. Bill Davies toasted 'The Lasses ' and Joan Irvine giving a witty reply . 
Guests and Kindred Societies were proposed by Graham Bird, Vice President . ouncillor 
Johns, Deputy Mayor, replied. Songs were sung by Margaret Stuart and well received . 

A successful hallowe'en party was much enjoyed thanks to 'The Lasses ' as usua l. t. 
Andrews Dinner was well attended the toast to Scotland was proposed by Mr. J . D . 
Farrell, Headmaster of Hydesville Tower School. Our Senior Past President, W . F. 
McKie replied; Fraser is a young 86. 

The Scottish country dancing continues to flourish. Our instructors David and hri 
Greer, left during the latter part of 1985 , to retire to St. Andrew's and at present Jean 
McKie, a past teacher takes the class. She is the wife of Fraser McKie, another young 6. 

J M McMILLA 

303. St. Andrew's and Caledonian Society. The Annual Burns Supper and Ball wa 
held on 25th January 1986, at Holyrood House , Victoria, B .C. Canada. The function wa 
attended by 180 Members and Guests. An excellent rendition of the ' Immortal Memory' 
was given, by Mr. Roy Kennedy , a native of Greenock, Scotland. The 'Toa t to the 
Haggis, was given by Mr. James McAully . The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. 
Jack Pinkerton and the toast to 'The Laddies' was given by Mrs. Ena Cook. 

JA K C. PI KERTON 

307. Edinburgh Ayrshire Association. The Burns Dinner on 25th January 1986 was 
held in the King's Manor Hotel , Milton Road , Edinburgh. The Dinner proved an 
enormous success this year. Our principal speaker was Mr. Andrew Boyle who gave 
diverting, stimulating and thoroughly entertaining talks. 

In the 1985-1986 Season we had a thoroughly enjoyable cheese and wine party '?n 4th 
October, a musical evening on 13th November , panel session on 4th December , a fn~ndly 
and relaxed coffee morning at Whitehill Cottage, Rosewell, the h_ome _of for~er pre 1dent 
Mrs Christine Hunter on 4th January 1986 , and a theatre evening , including ba_ckstage 
visit on Thursday 27th February. This visit was to the Royal Lyceum Theatre, Edinburgh 
and the Club enjoyed a performance of Tennessee Williams' play .' A Street Car ame,d 
Desire' with Vivienne Heilbron in the leading role. The remainder of the _ea o_n 
activi ties are the whist drive on 12th March , a tour of the R oyal Mile , ur.der the d1rect1on 
of our former Secretary, Mr. George Laing , who is an accredited guide, and our AGM . 

CATHERI EJ MEJKA 
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310. Mauchline Burns Club. The Annual Celebration, our 63rd , was held in tr 
Loudon Arms Hotel, using part of the building Burns himself had used as a meeting plac. 
for a literary and reading society. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Donal 
A . Low, of Stirling University, a well known Editor of Burns Verse and Criticism. A' 
appeal was made for funds for the Clubs plans to publish a book of 'Mauchline in Tim 
Past'. This raised £104. 

To mark the Bicentenary of the Kilmarnock Edition, the Club has decided to print a 
book of photographs of Old Mauchline. Local businesses gave very generously to heli 
finance the project , scheduled for publication in June 1986 . It will be available at £3 pi 
postage from the Burns House Museum, Mauchline. 

DA YID I. LYELL. M.A .. F.S.A. sm 

323. Kirkcudbright. The Annual Supper was held in Mayfield Hotel , Kirkcudbright 
Noel Lennox from Lochmaben proposed the ' Immortal Memory'. 'The Lasses' were 
humorously proposed by Mungo Bryson from Parton . The toast to 'Agriculture'"" 
proposed by Alistair MacMillan of Newton Stewart and the reply was given by William 
Service, also of Newton Stewart . The toast to the ' Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright' " ill 

proposed by John Sommerville of Kirkcudbright . Songs were exceptionally well rendere~ 
by Robert Higgins , Dr. H. Rutherford and Don McLean . 

ADAM GRAl 

336. Peterhead Burns Club. The l 60th Anniversary Dinner was held in the Palac. 
Hote l on Friday 24th January. A capacity crowd of 268 gentlemen in evening dress gm 
real Peterhead welcome to Ayrshire born and bred John Elliott , Club President for 1 9~ 
who proposed the principal toast of the evening-he was ably assisted by Past Presiden· 
Charles B . Kelman who proposed the toast to 'Other Scottish Poets ', concentratm 
mostly on the Lowland dialect. Local solicitor Bruce Milton proposed the toast to ·Ou 
Guests' in humorous vein and was replied to by Cruden Bay School Teacher lm 
Morrison . The toast to 'The President ' was in the hands of another Peterhead solicitor J 
M. M. Glennie-recitations by James Buchan and Peter Collin and songs by Sydne 
Hutchison and David Macdonald added to the enjoyment of the Members an, 
Guests-Mr. C. M. Mutch Club Croupier completed the list of performers who wer1 

responsible for yet another excellent evening in paying tribute to the Bard. 
J.M . M.S\1111 

340. Balerno Burns Club. The Anniversary Supper was held in the Kestrel Hot 
Salerno on 25th January 1986, Edward McCue in the Chair. Alex Hood gave the roast· 
th e ·Immortal Memory'. 

S a le rno Burns Club Annual D a nce. 'A Nicht wi ' the Lasses ' was held in Balern 
Bowling Club ha ll o n Friday 20th November. 1985. starting with a Burns Supper. Th 
haggis was piped in by Kerr Cowan a nd addressed by club members. I said the Selk1n 
Grace and then it was on with dancing a nd social evening into the wee sma' hours. 

The children. of Dea n Park pnmary school, Salerno , had their Burns Supper. It was 
shorte ned versi.o n this year owin g to industrial ac tion. but the children really enjoyed 
this 1s a ll earned . out by them " The children 's so ng and verse in Deanpark school 
S alerno. compet1t1ons were earned out very efficiently. Primary 7. first , second and tht 
third winners go forward to co mpete in the Edinburgh and District Burn Federation 
Compet1t1ons. which will take place within th e Roya l Musselburgh Golf Club premises or 

aturday l.'.'th Ma rch co mmencing at 1.30 pm. 
W I LLIA~! R. SH~W 



J.19. HowtT Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner wa held on 28th January in the 
Hunting Lodge, and the Club's new venue. The principal speaker wa Kilmarnock and 
Loudoun's Provost Tom Ferguson who proposed a very fine ' Immortal Memory' and 
although this was his maiden memory I am sure it won't be his la t. 

eil Fisher also proposed the main toast at the St. Andrew's ight- an event which 
proved to be very much enjoyed by those present . Other speaker included Bill 
Anderson-Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the Burns Federation, who spoke on the 
·Enigma of Burns', while a very interesting talk on Genealogy was given by John Diggar 
of Glasgow. 

The pupils of Silverwood primary school again heard talks by Immediate Past Pre ident 
Enez Logan, ex-Provost Margaret Parker OBE and Sam Hannah , President, on the life 
and works of the Bard. The pupils then competed in an essay writing contest for which the 
prize was a copy of Burns's poems. A similar prize- (the Enez Logan Poetry 
Competition) was awarded to the pupil who composed the best poem . 

The club again took an active part in three wreath-laying ceremonies and wa well 
represented in July 1985 at Brow Well , the dedication of the Cairn at Wauchope House 
and numerous other events in the Burns calendar. At the London Conference we were 
delighted when our Immediate Past President Enez Logan was installed as the Junior 
Vice-President of the Burns Federation. All those who know Enez will , we are sure, join 
with us in wishing her every success. 

SAM ll ANNA ll 

Dick Turner, Matt Thomson, Rita Turner, Robert and Enez Logan, Provost Tom Ferguson, 

l
Sam Hannah (President) Mrs. G. Ferguson and Harry Bull. . S d d ' Photo : Kilmarnock tan ar 
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360. Lochee Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 23rd January 1986 
when President George Beattie welcomed a company of 160 Members and Guests. The 
haggis was piped in by Pipe-Major Stewart Bowman, carried by Mrs. Betty Lettice and 
addressed by Mr. Ali Gowans. The main toast of the evening was proposed by the Rev. 
Hector McMillan whose knowledge of Robert Burns and his added wit and humour held 
the company in his grasp the toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by John Douglas and 
most suitably and superbly replied to by Miss Mary Crighton 'Tam o' Shanter' sketch was 
portrayed by Ali Gowans and Members, suitably dressed for the occasion in traditional 
fashion. Entertainment was presented with songs from misses Mary and Maureen 
Crighton, Recitations were rendered by Jim Kerr and Charles Bowman. The sum of 
£72.95 was collected for the Jean Armour Homes. Bruce Wallace and Frank McLevy 
supplied the music for the dance which followed. 

The St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 28th November 1985 with a company of 150 
Members and Guests. A dumpling was piped in by Stewart Bowman and addressed by Ali 
Gowans. A toast to Scotland and St. Andrew was proposed by the Rev. J. J. Morrow. 
Songs were rendered by Margaret Anderson and John Tosh. Accordion selections were 
given by Miss Ashley Anderson music was supplied by Bruce Wallace, Bob Edward and 
Frank McLevy for the dance which followed. 

THOMASYOUl'G 

366. Liverpool Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 18th January 1986 at the 
Britannia Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. 
Wilson Ogilvie, who was accompanied by his wife. Our Honorary President and his wife, 
Wing-Commander and Mrs. K. M. Stoddart also attended. In this his Presidential Year 
we were delighted that Mr. Wilson Ogilvie was able to attend. The 80 Members and 
Guests who attended agreed that the Anniversary Dinner had been a happy and 
successful evening. 

At each of our monthly socials, guests are invited from our many local associations and 
we have been invited to other associations. Our President, Mr. B. W. MacKay, held his 
President's evening on 7th December. Each month a members' social is held for dance 
instruction; and also a club evening when a member or guest talks on a topic. On our final 
club evening we enjoyed a jolly quiz devised by Mr. and Mrs. L. Jolly. The summer 
programme included a visit to 'Erddig', a national trust property, near Wrexham; and a 
walk around the historically interesting city of Chester. The end of season Dance will be 
held on 5th April. 

E. M. GRIFFI~ 

370. Dundonald Burns Club. Since our last report our annual functions have 
continued successfully, and tickets for the Burns Supper were, as usual, in short supply. 

1 
In 1985 the 'Immortal Memory' w~s proposed by Andrew Boyle of Troon, the author of 
an excellent book on the places m Ayrshire associated with Robert Burns. The 1986 · 
B~rn~ Supper found Club President Allan Paterson taking on the task of proposing the 
pnnc1pal toast. 

Monthly me~ti.ngs have increa~ed in popularity with a variety of speakers and subjects. 
We have had v1s1ts from Mauchlme Burns Club and Kilbirnie Rosebery and also paid a 
visit to Kilbirnie. 

The annual Barn Dance took place at Highlees, sadly last August for the last time. The 
sale of the farm has brought to an end many happy summer evenings spent there. 

ROBERTKIR~ 
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377. Kilbirnie Rosebery. On 25th January 1986 our Vice-President John Jeffrey 
Proposed the 'Immortal Memory' at our 81st Anniversary Supper attended by 90 
~!embers and Friends. A most memorable night. 

A successful Hallowe'en Dance was held in the autumn. Our school childrens 
Competition has had to be postponed due to the teachers position. 

TOM SMITH 

378. Edinburgh District Burns Club Association. The annual wreath laying ceremony 
was held on Sunday 19th January at 3 pm within the National Portrait Gallery, Queen 
Street, Edinburgh. An invitation was accepted on behalf of the Lord Provost but 
unfortunately he was unable to attend through illness. The President of the Association, 
Mrs. Catherine Mejka presided and wreaths were presented by the Association, by the 
Gorebridge Club and by the Edinburgh Ayrshire Association. The annual regional Verse 
and Song Competition finals were held at the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club, 
Prestongrange House, Prestonpans, by kind permission of CISCO. Representatives from 
11 schools took part. The standard of performance in both sections of the competition 
was exceptionally high. The prizes were presented by Mrs. Mary Bell, wife of the 
Immediate Past President of the Association and Chairman of the panel of adjudicators 
Tom Bell. 

GORDON INNES 

393. Annan Ladies' Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner took place on 23rd January 
in the Bruce Restaurant. Dr. J. Stewart-Moffat, M.B. Ch.B., M.R.C.G.P., from Carlisle 
gave the 'Immortal Memory' and his word picture of Burns, a man of the people was a 
fascinating one. He also spoke of the statue in George Square, Glasgow, the money for 
which was raised by 40,000 ordinary people. 

The meetings throughout the session were all well attended. AUM and opening 
meeting being in October. The Hallowe'en Party in November, although a bit late, was 
no less enjoyable with all the traditional 'ongauns'. Our speaker for St. Andrew's Nig?t 
was Mr. David Shankland; there's nae yin quite like Davy. Pathos and humour ?o hand in 
hand when he gives a speech. There was the Christmas Party in December, again a happy 
evening February meeting was held in our new venue which was much warmer and our 
members voted it an excellent move. A bring and buy sale was held to help se.nd a 
donation to the Albert Finlayson Appeal Fund. Mr. N. Shearer, Past Pr~s1dent 
Rosamond Burns Club Gretna gave a most interesting slide show of ~ur~s's hfe and 
work: Entertainment at all our meetings was of high standard-the orgam.sat10~ of a hard 
wor~mg council. In closing we had a social in April and instead of an evening dr.1ve w~ are 
hoping to have a coach party to Dumfries in November to hear the Scottish Fiddle 
Orchestra. Kilmarnock and the conference yet to come! 

SALLY KNIGHT 

.io1. Brig-En' (Waverley). The Annual Burns Supper was held in the Waverley 
Hotel, Dumfries on Friday 31st January 1986. The company was welcomed by Club 
President Dr. w. D. Balfour who went on to address the haggis. The toast to the 
'lmmo~tal Memory' was give'n by the Rev. John Pagan, of St. ~ichael's Church, 
Dumfries. Toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. N. Blount, and rephed to by Mrs .. A. 
Barbour. Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Mr. D. P. Solley. The evening 
concluded with a vote of thanks to the guests by Mr. Michael Webb. 

ROBERT AGNEW 
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405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. Our Annual Burns Supper was celebrated with a 
Dinner and Dance at The Grosvenor House Hotel and was indeed highly honoured t0 

have as its principal speaker, Mr. Ian M. Pickwell, Solicitor. He is a memberofourown 
Society and is currently the President of the Chelmsford and District Caledonian Societ1 
as he and his wife Margaret are living in that area. They endeavour to come at least to one 
of our formal functions each year, and they are always well received and loved by so mam 
of our own members. Ian proposed an excellent 'Immortal Memory' and will b~ 
remembered for a long time to come. The toast to 'The City We Bide In' and 'Oo: 
Guests' was ably proposed by Mr. Rowland Walker, 0.B.E., Junior Warden of 'The 
Cutlers' Company and member of our own Society, and was responded to by The Lord 
Mayor of Sheffield, Councillor Mrs. Dorothy Walton, J. P. The toast to 'The Lasses'wa1 
proposed by our Senior Vice President, Mr. Ian B. McMaster, and we certainlylearneda 
lot about his past, and was ably responded to by Mrs. Doreen Proctor. The toast to 'The 
President' and 'The Caledonian Society of Sheffield' was proposed by a friend of the 
President, and member of Council, Mrs. Anne Cathels and responded to by our Presidem 
Mrs. Margaret D. Bowie. The Address to the haggis was ably addressed by the President 
herself. After such a dreadful January it was a pleasure to come to The Burns Dinner and 
Dance for it was one of the few mild evenings we had and all those who came enjoyed the 
evening to the full and it was lovely to see so many of the company still with us when the 
evening was brought to its close. 

The President's Reception and St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was very popular and itwa• 
lovely to be able to see the recently restored pictures that adorn the walls of the Cut\cr'1 
Hall look so magnificent. The principal speaker was the Master Culter of Sheffield. ~lr 
Peter W. Lee., M.A., D.L., and as we were in fact at his home, the Culler's Hall itwa1 

his particular pleasure to welcome all who attended. It was the pleasure of the Society to 
welcome all neighbouring Presidents and Consorts to joint us at this lovely evening 
During the evening the programme was interspersed with the delightful singing of the 
local soprano Pauline Kendall. 

The Society continues to have a very active programme during the summer and winter 
months and the events are always well recorded in our own 'Caledonian News'. 

The Country Dance Class continues to thrive, and they also hold a monthly social 
dance with all country dances and many people travel from far and wide to join them on 
this evening. The Annual Country Dance to a new Band was a great success. 

The Annual Church Service took place on the Sunday Prior to the President'1 
Reception and was well attended. It was in Rev. Peter Chave's opening prayer where he 
said 'Bless them all ... the Scots, the Welsh, the Irish, and the English' and this ha< 

1 

become ~he thinking of most of us-let. each of us bring the gift that our race has given ui 
and put 1t to the best use for the town m which we bide. 

It was with sadness that each year we lose members through death, and this year we 
were saddened at the ne~s of.the death of our oldest Honorary Member Mrs. Edith A 
Buc_hanan w_ho latterly hved m Mold, North Wales, died at the age of 94 years. The 
Soc1et~ cont1_nues to attract n_ew members, for we also Jost people who move to othe.: 
tow~s m their chosen profession, but the Society is in excellent shape and long may1t 
contmue. 

RICHARD A. COGHILL 

436 .. The ~alney _Jolly Beggars Lady Burns Club. Our Annual Burns's Supper'''' 
held m the Lrsdo~nre Hotel,_Thursda~ January 23rd 1986, our honoured guest beingM~ 
D. Stutchbury. Piper Mr. Brll ~ark prped the haggis in which was carried by Mr. Cook 
the chef of the hotel. The President Mrs. I. Broadbent said the 'Burns Grace' and the'. 
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addressed the haggis. After supper Mrs. ~· Stutchburry gave the 'Immortal Memory', 
which was well thought out. Other toasts given were 'Our Club' by Mrs. Doris Turnough 
·Tue Land We Live In' by Mrs. Na!lcy Pickston, and the 'The Forces' by Mrs. R: 
Stutchbury. The S~cretary, Mrs. L. Nicholson then read out the greetings cards sent by 
many clubs. Dancing and games then followed, Piper Park's playing for some of the 
dances. Arrangements were by assistant Secretary, Mrs. W. Browne. 

The St: Andrew's Tea ":as held in ~he Michealson House Hotel. Our anniversary tea 
was held m February at which we admitted three new members. Donations were given to 
several charities. Day trips were held to Carlisle. A night was held to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of VE Day. Various speakers came to speak to us and the clog dancers of 
Ulvcrston gave us an exhibition of clog dancing and Scottish dancing. 

Sad to say one of our older members, Mrs. Nancy McFarlane, who had served many 
years on committee passed away, altogether we had a very happy and successful year. 

LILY NICHOLSON 

437. Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1. Our President Mrs. S. Stein welcomed 
everyone to Our Annual Burns Supper which was held on 24th January 1986 in the 
Moreig Hotel when Mr. J. Murray from Annan proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and 
spoke of Robert Burns's love of family gatherings, quoting several verses from the 
'Cotters Saturday Night' the toast to 'The Lasses' was included in our programme this 
year and was given by 84 years young Mr. D. Campbell. Other toasts were ably given by 
club members. The Haggis was piped in by Mrs. H. Nelson, carried aloft by Mrs. M. 
Schlag and addressed by Mrs. E. Kirkland. Numerous greetings from Kindred Clubs were 
read by Mrs. E. Haining, Secretary. Songs were sung by Mrs. K. Brown and Mr. F. 
Curran with pianist Mr. Brown and recitations were given by Mr. W. Farrell. Mrs. V. 
Kerr Past President was presented with a gold bracelet and Past President badge in 
appreciation of her term of office. 

Monthly meetings have been well attended and varied and included a talk in December 
by Mr. J. Mackay on the history of the Burns Chronicle from when it was conceived in 
September 1891 at the Annual Meeting until the present day. We were saddened by the 
death of Mrs. J. McColl, a faithful member for many years. Our sick and elderly members 
received Christmas gifts and we have donated to the Albert Finlayson Fund and to 
various charities. Elspeth Graham was the winner of the Burns book presented by o.ur 
club as a prize in the Robert Burns Verse Competition at the Locharbriggs and D1stnct 
Horticultural Show. In November we held a special evening in the Moreig Hotel. to 
celebrate the Burns Federation Centenary and Mrs. S. Stein welcomed a large gath;nng 
of members and invited guests. Mr. J. Glover proposed the 'Immortal Memory and 
spoke of Burns's philosophy in the brotherhood of man . 

. After the Anniversary Service in St. Michael's Church on 25th January a wreath \~as 
laid by our President at Burns Mausoleum. This year is the octocentenary of Dumfnes 
and our Club organised a short service at the Mausoleum on 26th March to commemorate 
the 152nd anniversary of Jean Armour's death. A wreath was laid by our President a~ter 
her welcome speech, then Mr. w. Ogilvie, spoke on behalf of th_e Burns F~de:at1on 
followed by the Rev. J. Pagan who gave the thanksgiving. Later on m the evem~g in the 
Academy Hall we held a very successful and most enjoyable concert featunng J~an 
Re~pa.th singing 'Traditional Songs of Scotland'. We now l~ok forwar~ to our closing 
social m April in the Queensberry Hotel and our summer outing to Ayr in May. 

ELIZABETll llAINING 
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454. Rotherham and District Scottish Association. The Annual Burns Supper an 
Dance was held at Whiston Parish Hall on 24th January 1986. An unusual departuref 
the Association was the fact that for the first time the ' Immortal Memory' was propose 
by a member, Mr. Les Jeavons, consort of our President . It was a memorable maide 
effort much enjoyed and appreciated by an attentive audience of Members and Frie 
Piper Ken MacLeod once again piped in the haggis which was extremely well addres 
by our President , Mrs. Jean Jeavons. The toast to 'The Lasses' was ably proposed ai 

replied to by Den Devereux and Mrs. Moira Ingram. Time did permit a little dancingab 
compared by Alan Gabbertas. Once again we have a very successful and happy evenin: 

The Association continued to be very active during the year. In the summer a lunchec 
was well supported and a strawberry tea was held at the home of Past President, M 
Chris Barker, for the benefit of the Association's funds. Sincere thanks are due to M~ 
Barker and her helpers for all their efforts. Our winter season 's activities got under wa1 
with the President's Reception Dinner and Dance at The Charnwood near Blyth · 
October and a most enjoyable ceilidh took place around St. Andrew's time. Happilyt~ 

Association enjoyed another most successful year. 
BILLINGR• 

Rotherham Scottish Association 's Burns Supper: (standing) Mr. and Mrs. D. Pagdin and "'; 
and Mrs. A. G~bbertas ; (seated) George Irvine, President Jean Jeavons and Mr. Jeavonsar 
Mrs. Mirna Irvine. 

461. Le!ce~ter Caledonian_ Society. In replying to the very able toast to 'The City 
Le1ces_ter given by our Vice-Chairman, George Dunn , the Lord Mayor, Mrs. Ja~ 
Setchf1eld, proved that she wa.s no mean scholar and admirer of Robert Burns, delighOI 
the con:pan~ which our_ Pn~s1dent , John Bax ter had welcomed . Our Hon. Piper. l~ 
lnsch piped in the Haggis with the President giving the address. After an excellent me 
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Gerry O'Donne~ submitted a well :versed 'Immortal Memory' with Norman and Marjorie 
G~ffney co~petmg for honours "'.1th the toast .and reply to the Lasses. Our special guest 
this year-(f1fty years! membership of the Society qualifies one for this treatment)-was 
Miss N. Brymer. 

Once again the Haggis Supper was the most popular of our year's activities. As usual 
we had a good number of visiting Presidents at our President's evening which along with 
th~ St. Andr~w's Dinner Dance, New Year Ball, whist drive, socials, children's party, 
skittles evening and the 1985 end of season S.C. dance provided varied and very 
acceptable entertainment. The weekly meetings for Scottish country dancing arc 
extremely popular and the demonstration team from our children's class have given so 
much pleasure to our members as well as in and around the city. Our members have also 
enjoyed meeting other clubs in the area at the E.M.A.S.S. Summer Outing at 
Rockingham Castle and Corby, the West Midlands District social in Coventry and a 
special social there to meet the Federation President. 

J. M. CUTTING 

462. Cheltenham Scottish Society. This year's Anniversary Supper was held at the 
Carlton Hotel under the Chairmanship of the Vice-President, Eric Cheyne. Appropriate 
songs were given by Miss Tina Cave: 'Tam o' Shanter' presented by Tom Morrison: 'The 
Lads' (in the persons of Bill Cowie, John Scott and Norman Robertson) 'Brewed a Peck 
o' Maut'. The Society Piper, Iain Willox filled a dual role-piping in the haggis and later 
proposing the toast to 'The Lasses' in good form. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by the President Bob Naysmith. 

Another major function was the St. Andrew's Day Dinner. We were fortunate to have 
as guests Sir Alexander and Lady Glen. Sir Alexander, in proposing the toast 'To 
Scotland' touched on the career of an Arctic traveller, a Balkan wanderer, and a 
commercial life in shipping, aviation, and tourism as an example of Scottish variability. 
The Mayor and Mayoress of Cheltenham were also present and replied to the toast of 'the 
Land we Live in', ably proposed by ex-President Roy Goodfellow. 

Our season started in September with an opening ceilidh and the weekly dancing 
sessions commenced. A photoslide show (proceeds to the National Trust for Scotland) 
followed in October, and the usual Hogmany party was very successful. In February a 
Literary (Heritage) evening was held with Dr. C. W. Withers giving a talk on the 
Historical Geography of the Celtic Language and Scottish Cultural Geography. The 
Annual Highland Ball (held at the Town Hall) was enjoyed by over 200 dancers in March, 
and in the same month a concert (by our own folk) with a Victorian flavour was very 
much appreciated. A skittles evening in April was a light-hearted affair and the seasons 
activities were completed with the end of season dance at the Old Tithe Barn at Stanway. 

W.COWIE 

469. Denny Cross Burns Club. Our Annual Supper opened with a toast to 'The 
Queen' by the President D. Blair. The haggis was addressed to by A. Farquhar and the 
'Selkirk Grace' by W. Beveridge. After dinner a toast to 'Absent Friends' was given by 
~· McMenemy, followed by a song from W. Beveridge. The 'Immortal M~mory', was 
given by Marion Johnstone one of your younger members and a former wmner of the 
Burns Club Prize when she was at school. The toast 'Our Guest' was given by D. Blair 
and ably replied to by M. Johnstone. The rest of the evening was spent in song and story 
by S. Farquhar, G. Watters. Winnie Blair, B. Hunter, Margaret Mair. 'Tam o' Shanter' 
was given by Anne Blair and the toast to 'The Lasses' by President D. Blair and the reply 
by Anne Blair. The toast to 'Chairman and Artistes' was given by I. Bibrzycki. 

WILLIA\1 BEVERIDGE 
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494. Motherwell United Services Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper took placeo:, 
22nd January when 200 Members and Friends welcomed by President Tom N. Patterson 
enjoyed the traditional fare. The haggis was addressed by Steve Naismith, a change from 
addressing letters, and piped in by Piper George Lawson. The 'Immortal Memory'wa; 
proposed in an excellent manner by Mr. Eddie Bell, from the Jolly Beggars, Coventn. 
'Tae the Club' was toasted by Jim Williams reply by M.U.S.C. President John Lee> 
Singers were Jim Cowan and Gavin Stewart first reading by Jim Lees. Then a scene anc 
story, 'Tam o' Shanter' by Joe McGuigan after the President Tom N. Patterson gave a 
vote of thanks to the artistes a harmony followed controlled by master for the nichtTum 
Brown. 

The Club continues to have its annual visit to the Tam o' Shanter Burns Club, Coventn 
and reciprocates when they come north. Again we had an enjoyable day with our friend< 
at the Hawick Burns Club. Our monthly meetings continue to be successful with a variea 
programme giving members a chance to try out their talents. 

STEVENSON NAIS\1111' 

501. Galt Burns Club. The 78th Annual Banquet was held in the main hall of Galt 
Legion Branch 121 on 25th January 1986, celebrating the 227th anniversary. The evenini 
began with the piping in of the head table which consisted of Mr. and Mrs. James Hanicl 
Mayor Claudette Millar, President Tom Milne, Treasurer Ina Milne, Vice President Ji~ 
Cunningham, Mrs. Jean Cummingham M.P.P., Mr. Bill Barlow and his wife Bernice 
President Tom Milne welcomed the guests and handed over proceedings to ChairmanJirr. 
Cunningham. Jim Hanley gave the 'Selkirk Grace'. W.O. II Joe Robson piped in the 
haggis carried by Andy Weir. Tom Milne addressed the haggis. Toast to the Queenwa< 
given by Mrs. Belle Coates. The Address and toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given 
by Mrs. I. B. A. Milne who gave a woman's insight on The Life of Robert Burns, which 
was enjoyed by all. Mr. Tom Milne sang 'The Star o' Rabbie Burns', Mrs. Jean 
Cunningham thanked the speaker and presented her with a plague. The Toast to Canada 
was given by Mrs. Gretta Hanley and the reply was given by M.P.P. Bill Barlow. The 
toast to the City of Cambridge was given by Gill Coats and the reply was given by Mayo: 
Claudette Millar. Jim Hanley gave a reading by Burns. (Highland Mary). A kindly toa<! 
to 'The Lasses' was given by Joan Nicholson and wittily replied to by his wife Mo1rJ 
Nicholson. We danced to the music of Dick Irvine. 

Our St. Andrew's Night was held on 30th November 1985 and was a very successfu' 
night with a capacity crowd. Galt Burns Club will host the 5th Annual Conference of the 
North American Association of Federated Burnsians in June 1986. Our Honorary Pipe: 
Bob Chalmers passed away this year and will be missed by all. 

GRE1TA HA\LF' 

516. The Airts Burns Club Prestonpans. Our Burns Supper was held on Saturday2ith 
January 1986 the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. Andrew c. Robertson, A Pa<! 
President of the Club. 

Other events included a St. Andrew's Night, and a bus drive to the Lochee Burns Clut 
at Dundee, as well as monthly dances. 

WALTERM-~JUI 

530. Southern Scottish .counties Burns Association. A Burns Supper to mark th; 
o~toccntc~ary of Dumfncs :vas ~eld on 14th February 1986. Dr. D. Low gave a: 
excellent r.mmortal ~emor~ . This event heralds the participation of Local Clubs 1: 
many functions and this special year will see the opening of The Robert Burns Centre1: 

160 

....... _..._ __ ,, ... _....._ ___________ _ 



the Town's Old MilL 
The Brow Well service was held on 17th July but gales and torrential rain forced a 

retreat to Clarencefield hall where John Inglis, President of the Burns Federation, gave a 
spirited address. The evening closed with a social in the Globe Inn and a presentation to 
\lrs. Shearer who was made an Honorary President of the Association. The Conference 
in London saw our Schools Convener D. Wilson Ogilvie elected President of the Burns 
Federation and Noel Dinwiddie as Honorary President of the Federation. 

On Saturday 25th January 1986 there was a large turn out at St. Michael's church to 
hear Wilson Ogilvie take the Anniversary Church Service. Wreath laying followed at the 
\lausoleum. The Lord Lieutenant of Dumfricsshire attended and laid a wreath. A 
carillon of bells played 'Auld Lang Syne' from the Midstecple. 

The Association presented book prizes to pupils of 21 schools who participated in the 
Burns Federation Schools competition and the Joseph Laing Waugh Competition. It was 
decided to extend this work to cover all schools participating and an appeal was launched 
to raise the necessary finance. This is named the Albert Finlayson Fund in recognition of 
his great love for this work and almost two thousand pounds have been raised to date. 
Financial assistance was given to send a team to the National Contest at Glenrothcs. 

A review is to be made of Burns memorials in the region and it was pleasing to sec the 
Regional Council carrying out a scheme to repair Burns Walk by the river Nith. We 
welcomed new clubs in Lochmaben and Stranraer into the S.S.C.B.A. and look to the 
future with confidence. 

DONALD R. URQUHART 

53t Bedlington and District Burns Club. The Club held its Anniversary Celebration 
in the Bedlington Masonic Hall on 22nd January 1986 where an all male company of 76 
assembled in anticipation of an evening of good fellowship. Our Vice-President, Mr. Bob 
Hamilton gave the address 'To The Haggis' after grace was said by President Dr. John 
Brown. First of our guest speakers was Mr. Jack King who proposed the toast to 'The 
Lasses' in his usual warm-hearted humorous fashion. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was toasted superbly by Mr. Bob Marshall of Edinburgh and 
replied to by Dr. Brown. The toast to 'The Visitors' was given by Bob Hamilton and 
replied to by Dr. David Irwin in excellent form. Our Piper of the evening was Kevin Reay 
and Piano accompaniment to Ian Crawfords singing was provided by Alan Pitkcithly. 

A Christmas dance was held on 28th December 1985 and a buffet dance was held on 8th 
February 1986 both functions being highly successful, 

JAMES KEITH STEWART 

SU. Abbey Craig Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Saturday 25th January 
at 7.30 pm. The Supper was well attended attracting a very large number of members, .134 
mall. The President Mr. Ian Collie, Director of Education for the Central Region, 
chaired the Supper in a racy and witty manner. The 'Immortal Memory' was rendered_ by 
\fr. Peter Crawford from Dundee. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Harry Ewmg 
\LP. The Haggis was addressed with gusto and enthusiasm by Mr. Rob~rt Hynd 
Vice-President. A raffle was held which the Club disburse to the Burns Fc~eratton • Jca~ 
Armour Homes and to the local Wallace High School which has developed its own Burns 
Corner in the school library. 

JAMES M FRASER 

5~8. Leeds Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held on 25th January 1986. at 
the Queen's Hotel Leeds. This event was attended by 190 Members and Guests and was 
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thoroughly enjoyed by all. The proposer of the 'Immortal Memory' was Rev. John II', 
Cook, M.A., B.D., from Kilmarnock who gave a most informative, yet light a:. 
entertaining address. 

Other events included the Annual Bowls Match v Harrogate St. Andrews Societi 
Yorkshire Scottish Societies Quiz Finals-Sheffield, Summer out with the ghostsofOi: 
York, a concert of fiddle music by the Kilmarnock Reel and Strathspey Society, a I: 
Andrews Dinner Dance held at the Lawnswood Arms, Leeds, the Annual, church smic: 
at St. Columba's Church, Headingly, Leeds, and a Hogmanay Ceilidh, always a mo" 
popular event. 

J. JOH~STOI: 

551. Scarborough Caledonian Society. 75 members and guests attended this year'' 
Burns Supper. The haggis was piped in by the Honorary Piper, Mr. Harry Monkmananc 
addressed by Mr. Peter Mitchell. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given byMr1 
Patricia McNaughton, Hon. Secretary, who felt that being English, her speech on suchac 
occasion might not be too well received, so was pleasantly surprised to find it wa' 
thoroughly enjoyed by the audience, some of whom said her observations on the poet'! 
life and beliefs gave them serious food for thought. After the meal Mr. Robert McKella~ 
entertained with Scottish songs, new and traditional, and the evening finished, of cour~. 
with Auld Lang Syne. 

We have managed to pack a lot of diverse activities into this session. Our first meetinf 
this session was a Sunday afternoon outing in June to Burton Constable Hall, near Hull. 
where we went round the Hall, then had tea and wandered round grounds. InJulywehac 
dinner at the York Diocesan Centre, Wydale Hall, a beautiful Adam-house between 
Scarborough and Pickering. The winter evening meetings commenced with Militan 
Whist in September, a talk by a finance expert in October, and then a well-attended St 
Andrew's Dinner in November. In January our local historian gave a very interestingta!K 
about the historical links between Scarborough and the Scots-it seems the townspeopk 
and their northern 'visitors' were not always the best of friends. February will see U! 
enjoying a ceilidh, and in March another local celebrity is coming to speak to us. 

P. M. McNAUGHT01 

555. Harrogate St. Andrews Society. The Annual Supper was held on Saturday25th 
January 1986 at the Granby Hotel Harrogate when 118 members and friends attended 
with the President, Mrs. Ruth Aitken, in the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' wa! 
proposed by Sheriff J. Irvine Smith and the Society's Hon. Piper, Sq. Ldr. Angus Grant; 
played the lament. The Mayor of Harrogate Mrs. Brenda Towler was in attendanceanc 
her Consort, Dr. John Towler, proposed the toast to 'The Lasses'. The President 
responded. The Pr~side~t's Consort, Ron Aitken addressed 'The Haggis'. , 

The St. Andrews Dmner Dance was held in the Granby Hotel on Saturday jOth 
Nov~mber 198? and other functions included the Hogmanay Ball, an 'At Home' withth~ 
President, a wme and hot supper evening, a ladies bus outing and a mens evening ata 
Gun Club and the ever popular safari supper. A very successful calendar of events. 

ISOBEL C. FAIR' 

56!. The Lond~n (Ont) Burns Club. Inc. The 48th Annual Burns Supper and Ball 11 a' 
held at Cente!lmal Hall, Londo~, Ontario on Saturday 25th January, 1986. The gue>: 
speaker, Dr. W. C. Watson, delighted guests with an entertaining 'Immortal MemoI) 
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In March 1985, the Club bestowed the honour of Life Membership upon its first woman 
member, Mrs. Bunty Connor in recognition of her years of service to the Club. The 
honour of Honorary Membership was awarded to Mr. Daniel Hunter, poet and former 
bard of the Club. In May 1985 members attended the N.A.A.F.B., Conference at 
Annapolis, Maryland U.S.A. The highlight of the weekend was a boat trip to watch the 
Q.E. II, sail down Chesapeake Bay. The Children's Competition expanded from its 
present format, to include elementary, secondary and university levels. June-annual 
picnic, prizes awarded to winners of the 1984/85, children's competition. July-memorial 
service. September-fun auction and pot luck supper-the proceeds ($500.00) to Camp 
London Hospital in Ethiopia. The Club also took an active part in Kavalkadc '85, a three 
day ethnic event featuring 25 ethnic groups. Six members of the club attended the 
Centennial Conference of the Burns Federation at London, England. Dr. J. Connor. Past 
President of the Club was elected to Senior Vice-President of the Burns Federation. 
November-Judging of elementary and secondary levels of School's Competition. 
December-Christmas Party. January 1986---prizes presented to winners of School's 
Competition. March 1986---presentation of awards to under-graduate and post graduate 
winners of the competition, at Guelph University, Ontario. At the A.G.M., of the Club 
the Honour of Life Membership was bestowed upon Dr. Jim Connor, in recognition of 
the many years of service, to the Club. A very successful year. The Club held ten business 
meetings and many varied social events. 

MAGDALENE A. ERDOS 

566. The Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. We were a little apprehensive 
having to change our venue, but 230 guests attended our forty seventh Annual Burns 
Supper at the Sydney Hilton International Airport Hotel on 24th January and enjoyed a 
very happy and successful evening. Our guest of honour this year was Dr. Norman G. 
Swan, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.P.(U.K.), C.D.H., a native of Glasgow and now a Sydney 
Pediatrician who has his own health programmes on the National Radio Network. His 
'Immortal Memory' was excellent and voted one the best ever heard in Burns Club. The 
toast to 'The Land of our Adoption' was given by Mr. Jock MacAusland, a Sydney 
solicitor who is President of The Big Brother Movement, having come to Australia under 
the Scheme some 30 years ago himself. He told us how this Scheme is now. workin¥ in 
reverse by sending young Australians home to Scotland to learn our music, dancing, 
songs and history etc. The Haggis, carried by Bob Moar and piped in by our Piper, ~rank 
Murray, was addressed by David Ferrier. Our singers were the young Bergensen Sisters. 

We have had another year of successful and varied programmes, including our conc~rt 
for Miss Jean Redpath. We attended Scots Church twice-for their Anniversary Service 
and our St. Andrew's Day Service. We also attended St. Stephen's for. our Annual 
Memorial Service then our own ceremony at the Statue in Sydney Domain. Vie were 
saddened by the passing of a number of our old and esteemed members, es~ecially our 
Patron, Mr. Alex Johnstone-an Honorary President of Burns Club who died on 12th 
July 1985. Alex has been succeeded by Mr. Charles Murray as our Patron and Mrs. Jean 
London as our Patroness-two very stalwart and long serving Members o.f Bur?s C~u.b. 
Charles, who is an Honorary President of Burns Federation,. was appoin~ed Offici~l 
Pr~no~ncer' for the Scottish Language for Australian Broadcasting Corporation. We still 
mamtam close links with our Kindred Societies and our own members have been 
app~aring as guest speakers at their various Burns Suppers an~ programmes, and as usual 
helpmg the Scottish Australian Heritage Council during Scottish Week. 

MAY DICKIE 
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571. Edmonton Burns Club. The Club held its 66th Annual Dinner on Friday 2lt\ 
January with close to five hundred guests in attendance. President Chuck MacDonaldwa< 
in the chair and the address 'To The Haggis' by Bob Allan got the evening under way ii 
traditional style. Head table guests included The Hon. Les Young, Minister of Labour. 
representing the Government of Alberta and Mayor Laurence Decore represented the 
City of Edmonton. There was also a contingent of members from the Winnipeg St. 
Andrew's Society in attendance. Dr. Michael Kelly from Glasgow joined the longlistol 
distinguished Scots to address the Club and his toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of the 
Bard was a memorable one. Dr. Kelly and his good lady were excellent ambassadors fo1 
Scotland during their visit. Dr. Raymond Grant proposed the toast to 'The Twa Lands 
and Peter Reekie spoke to 'The Lasses'. The evening's entertainment was in the capable 
hands of Dr. John Boyd who guided the entertainers through an excellent programme 
which included songs by Messrs. Johnston, McMorran and Robertson and by the singini 
duo 'The Stuarts'. Highland dancing; dinner selections by the Old Strathcona Band; the 
Caledonia Pipe band and the ever popular Willie Brewed a Peck o' Maut, by Messn 
Johnston, McMorran and Rodger. 

The Club held regular business and social meetings during the year and one of the 
highlights was the ladies' night hosted by Sandy and Cecile MacTaggart. 

R.M.ALLA\ 

572. Chester Caledonian Association. The lOlst Annual Dinner was held at Grosveno1 
Hotel Chester on 25th Janury 1986. The principal toast was proposed by Mr. Sam Gaw 
Burns Songs were sung by Mr. Rory Lea and Mr. Ronald Morrison. They were both 
accompanied by pianist Mr. Ronald Smith who has played on these occasions since 19i~. 
accompanying such singers as the late Mr. John Tainsh, Dr. Charles Rigg and Mr. John 
Monfries. Special thanks were given to Mr. Smith and to piper Mr. Alec Cameron whc 
has an even longer record as piper to the Associaton. 

The St. Andrews Day Service was held in St. Andrew's United Reformed Churd 
which was the venue of the previous year's Centenary Service conducted by Rev. lac 
Matheson Latto at which a memorably sermon was preached by the Rev. Jack Rosie. 

The Caledonian Ball in honour of St. Andrew's Day was held in the splendour o! 
Chester's Town Hall. A Highland Ball and a supper and celidh were also held. 

T.S.LE' 

578. Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. The Lanarkshire Association of Burm 
Clubs marked the Centenary of the founding of the Burns Federation in September 
1985. On Friday, 20th September, over 70 members of the Association were guestsati 
civic reception given by Hamilton District Council. Provost Sam Casserley and counci: 
members welcomed everyone to the function held in Hamilton town hall. After a~ 
excellent .meal,, Provost Ca~serly toast.ed the continued success of the Associatio~ anil 
Mrs. Moira 0 Kane, President, replied and presented the Council with a smtabl1 

engra~ed Oua.ic~ to ma~k the occasion. A toast to the Federation was replied to by Mr 
D. Wilson Og!lv1e, President of the Federation. 

On Saturday, 21st September, the Association held a Dinner Dance in HillhouseCi1ic 
Centre,. Hamilton. This was very we.II atte,nded and representations by Council and th'I 
Fede.ration were present. Mrs. Moira O Kane presided over the formal part of th• 
even~ng and tc add a Burns flavour to the meal, a haggis was piped in and carried aloftb1 

Poos1e Nancy, and addressed by Mr. Abe Train after which Mrs. E. Train said grace. 
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The Annual Supper of the Association was held in Pather Community Centre, Wishaw 
on 15th February, 1986, when Mrs. Moira O'Kane, President welcomed a large company. 
The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. Wilson Ogilvie, President 
of the Burns Federation and was of a degree expected by the President of the Federation. 
~lr. Andrew Smith, Vice President of the Association, proposed the toast to 'Our 
Speaker'. The vote of thanks was given by Mrs. Freda Buddie. After the official 
programme, the remainder of the evening was spent dancing. 

581. Cumbernauld and District Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Tuesday 
21stJanuary 1986 and was attended by 90 members and friends. The haggis was piped in 
by Greg Whyte and addressed by Vice President Jimmy Kinloch in excellent fashion. 
President Tommy Birkinyre said grace and traditional fare was then served. After the 
President's traditional toast to 'Absent Friends', the 'Immortal Memory' was delivered by 
Club Steward James S. Kimm whose oration on 'Burns and the Bible' held his audience 
enthralled and earned him a well deserved standing ovation. Club member Tom Johnston 
proposed an excellent toast to 'The Lasses'. 

We held an Anniversary meeting to honour the 100th Birthday of the Federation which 
was well attended depite the arctic conditions of last March and had guests from five sister 
Clubs. A special cake made and decorated by Club member Frank McAdam was cut by 
President Tommy Birkinyre and Hon. Member Tommy Clap'perton and Tom Myles who 
proposed the toast to the Federation. A St. Andrew's Dinner was held on Friday 29th 
November at which the principal speaker was Club member Cyril Willis (a Sassenach) 
whose oration received a standing ovation. Immediate Past President Joe Keegan 
proposed the toast 'Cumbernauld' which proved one of the funniest speeches ever heard 
in the Club. Three educational/discussion meetings plus four ordinary meetings were also 
held during the year. The Club were saddened by the death of Hon. Member Tom 
Clapperton a stalwart of the Burns Movement for over 60 years and whose passing has 
left a void impossible to fill. 

TOM MYLES 

589. Salway Burns Club. Seventy-five members and guests enjoyed an excellent 
evening at 'The Bruce' on 30th January 1986. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Immediate Past President Mrs. Sandra Cramb. A wonderful fiddle recital was given by 
Mr. McNab of Dumfries among other excellent Artistes. 

The year began with the A.G.M. and Social again in the Bruce on 14th March 1985, 
when about 40 members enjoyed a convivial evening. 17th May ~aw us ~n our way to the 
Henry Moore statues at Shawhead on the suggestion of our President, Jimmy Grant. and 
an excellent supper was enjoyed at the Embassy, Dumfries. On I 7th July several 
members attended the Brow Well Ceremony. For our Autumn supper party we \~ent t.0 

the Queensway Arms where the music for dancing was ably provided by the President s 
son and his band. A St. Andrew's Night Dinner at Powfoot Golf Hotel was our 
penultimate event of the year when Ian McConnel of 'Radio Salway· gave 62 of us a very 
entertaining evening. 

W. ~kNAIRN 

618. Altrincham and Sale Caledonian Society. The 41st Annual Burns ~upp~r was held 
on ~riday, 24th January 1986 in the Masonic Hall, Sale, when M'.. T. ~amott-Moore 
presided over a gathering of 105 members and friends. The Haggis, earned by Mr. D. 
Taylor, M.M. was piped in by Mr. T. Convoy and addressed by Mr. J.C. Wallace. Mr. 
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D.R. H. Crichton A .C.I.S. from Dumfries gave a most impressive 'Immorta!Mem 
taking as his theme 'The Kilmarnock Tale' and richly deserved the standing ovation~r 
he received. The Rev. D. Howell-Jones gave the traditional toast to 'The Lasses' to~; 
Mrs. M. J. S. Whitehorn ably replied. A selection of Burns Songs was sung by Mr. II 
Peake, accompanied at the piano by Dr. I. M. Hall. Mr. D. H. Watson actedasChaur 
and a comprehensive vote of thanks was given by Mrs. J. R. Lucas. The dinner 
followed by dancing for which Mr. D. Taylor acted as M.C. 

The Society has held a successful programme of events throughout the year. 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars. On Friday 24th January, Chieftain Bill Bruce pres1u 
over a gathering of 80 members at the Anniversary Dinner held in the Thistle Hot 
Milnathort. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by the guest of honour, the Red 
Pagan of St. Michael's Church, Dumfries. Thanks for the address were moved by Dor 
N. M. Paton, Croupier. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was given in hilarious fashion by George Shiels and A 
Taylor replied in equally humorous vein. 

John F . Watson toasted our founder 'Robert Burns-Begg and them that's awa'. T 
Club was particularly saddened by the tragic death that week of Immediate Past Chieft 
William Scott . Tribute was also paid to Past Chieftains, Past Secretary and p, 
Federation President John Kidd and to members Tom King and John Sharp. 

The programme of songs, music and recitations was ably carried out by Iain Hallid1 
Alex Cant , Luis Morton , Tom White and David Cuthbert. Accompanist was the Rei 
McConkey and the piper Bob Hamilton. 

GORDON Y. GEORI 

630. Coalsnaughton Burns Club. Our first duty this edition should be to record t 
passing of our former Secretary Alex B. Mciver. He will be a great loss to our own ~r. 
Club and to the Burns Movement . 

On Sunday 26th May 1985 a party of guests from Saltcoats and Glencairn Masoni 
Burns Club visited our premises. A happy night was spent by all. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on Saturday 30th November. The guest speaker ~ 
Mr. Robert Curran , ex-Provost of Alva and music by G. McCallum and piper R 

Stevenson. Recitations were given by Mrs . H. Snaddon. 
Christmas parties were held on 19th December (1 to 4 years of age) and on 2( 

December (5-12 years). Altogether 162 children were entertained and each received a~ 
from Santa Claus (J . Fagan) . A Christmas treat for retired members and/or their~i1. 
was held .on Friday 27th December. This was voted a great success by all our school Burr 
compet1t1on delegates. T. Scotland, W. Murray and w. Fisher were much impressedt 
the standard of the children again this year. 

JOHN pl(KU I 
642: Rutherglen Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held as usual in Rutherglen Oi 
Pan h Church HaB. There were over 80 members and friends present. The princ.1Jl' 
speaker was Mr .. Billy Graham, President of Glasgow and District Burns Associauor 
Other peaker included Bill Shannon , Muriel Ewing Norman Brown and Dai 
Maxwell. After the u ual ha! f ' · J t· esome are, we were entertained by our Piper 0 

166 



Top table line-up at Coalsnaughton (left to right) George Peebles, Frank Simpson, James 
Yates, William Murray, David Tait, John Peebles, Kenneth Crozier, Thomas Scotland, William 
Dunbar, Alex Cook and George Smith. 

McKinnon and by singers John Gray and Sadie Adair , and by Helen . John Kinnaird with 
poems by Burns. We ended an enjoyable evening with the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 

In May 1985 we spent a pleasant enjoyable day (in good weather, too) in Dumfrie . 
Our session began in October. During the session, our numbers have been small, due to 
11.lness but we have enjoyed hearing interesting speakers and being entertained by young 
singers. We heard, with deep regret of the death of John Gray , our Honorary Member . 
who had sung so beautifully for us at our Burns Supper. He will be greatly mi sed by a 
large number of friends. 

ALISON BRO\\ 

646. The Clear Winding Devon Burns Club. For the first time in twenty five yea rs the 
Club celebrated their Anniversary Supper in the premises where the Burns lub fir. t 
started.up, in the No. 5 Inn. President George Burt welcomed Club members. and friend 
from kindred Clubs, also area president Jim Yates and his wife Jean. v.-ho were making 
their first visitation to the Club. The haggis was piped in by Club Piper Mr . J . naddon. 
Mrs. E. McMillan carrying out the duties of Poosic ancy. The' haggis wa add rc ed by 
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Honorary President Paul Kennedy, after the 'Selkirk Grace' by the President. 
excellent dinner was served. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Roy Rama, 
headmaster of Tillicoultry Primary School who gave a most interesting talk on the Bar: 
life , and also came right up to date ending his talk on the St. Giles Window. TheO 
Piper then played the lament. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed in humor1 
fashion by the Rev . G. Hutton Steel and Mrs. J. Snaddon suitably replied. The toast• 
the Club was given by Mr. I Gilmore of Sauchie Burns Club and the reply by Mr 
Shires. A recitation of Tam o' Shanter was given by Mr. J. Anderson. The mus1 
programme was by Mrs. J. McBain, Mrs. D . Kendall , and Mr. J. McNally and 1101 
selections by Mr. A. K. Dawson with accompanist Mr. P. Ramage on the organ. Viet 
President Mrs. M.Burt proposed the vote of thanks. 

Six other social evenings were held during season. The Club also took part in anar 
bowling competition. 

660. Langholm Ladies Burns Club. President Miss Grace Brown welcomed membt 
and speakers to the Eskdale Hotel, Langholm, on Thursday, 30th January 1986, andafie
she had given the 'Selkirk Grace' and addressed the Haggis, which was piped in by Joo 
Corrie and carried aloft by Mrs. D. I. Anderson, we enjoyed an excellent meal ol 
traditional fare. Our Chief Guest was Mr. Donald McCuaig, Immediate Past President 
Dumfries Burns Club, who delivered an inspiring and stimulating 'Immortal Memo~ 
An excellent toast to 'Town, Trade and Agriculture ' was proposed by Mr. Arthur Bel 
and the reply was most competently given by Mr. Edwin M. Armitage , who so gallanth 
undertook the duty at very short notice . Mr. Eddie Armstrong's splendid toast to· 
Lasses ' kept the audience well entertained, as did Mrs. Mollie Boyd's equally scintillatini 
reply. In a few well chosen words , the Vice President, Mrs. Turk , paid tribute toth 
Chief Guest, and Mr. McCuaig made suitable reply. 

In October 1985, we opened our session with a friendly 'Do It Yourself' Dinner in the 
Lesser Buccleuch Hall. Following the meal , Mrs. M. Boyd read 'A Man's a Man', wh1k 
we enjoyed toffee as it was Hallowe'en. Our guest, Mr. Robert Morrison, showed som 
excellent slides of Langholm, old and new, and Miss Reid organised a game of Burn> 
consequences. Following the raffle, the Vice President, Mrs . Turk , accorded the vote 
thanks. 

In November, we enjoyed high tea at the 'Auld Acquaintance', and, after Mrs. Edgar 
reading of a Burns poem, Mrs. Cavers of Sorbie Farm demonstrated her skills in soft to 
making and upholstery which members found most interesting. She was warmly thankei 
by the Vice President. 

In February 1986, our Bring and Buy Sale followed an excellent meal in the 'Aulu 
Acquain_tance ' . The _Burns readings that evening were given by Mrs. Anderson , and Mr 
Tom Irving gave an illustrated talk on Birds. 

MRS . D. I. ANDE 

664. West KBbride Burns Club. Dinner took place at Seamill Hydro on 22nd Janua~ 
Ri~hmond Jah~fe piped m the haggis which was addressed by our own very able Tom 
Williamson. Bill Cowan, Secretary of Irvine Burns Club delivered a memorable 
'Immortal Me~ory'. It was a sincere and moving tribute. 'The Lasses ' were delightedll 
hear a West Ktlbnde ' wo~thy' George Goldie concede that they were taking charge ofth< 
world rn every way. Mam Smyth replied on behalf of the lasses· she recited her 0110 
lengthy ex pla natory narrative poem with great verve. Between the delightful speeches"e 
In. 



listened to the singing of Andrea Macaulay soprano, Gillian Conway, alto and Robert 
Barr, baritone. They were accompanied by their music teacher at Auchenharvie, Mr . 
Elizabeth Mackie. Ken Bills, Vice President of the Club gave the vote of thanks and after 
mging 'Auld Lang Syne' we went home greatly cheered by having enjoyed a grand 

eveni ng. Our opening social was an occasion when we were entertained by our own lub 
and the star of the night was Tom Williamson who sang many of the loveliest Burn ong 
unaccompanied . The Tattie and Herrin ' Supper was a lighthearted affair and t. 
Andrew's Guild Choir performed cheerfully and were exceedingly entertaining. Perhap 
the most serious and erudite talk on Burns and his complicated character that mo t of us 
had heard was given to us one December night by Dr. Ken Simpson. He is a scholar who 
i well worth listening to and much of his material is controversial. Another talk, on Mull, 
by P. A. Macnab was very enjoyable. Father John Connelly and his pianist Agne 
undertook to entertain us at our Closing Social and this was a moving experience for u 
all. All that remains now is for West Kilbride school chi ldren to sing, recite and play 
instruments at our A.G .M. on 23rd April. 

I I 

Top table and artistes at West Kilbride Burns Club. 
Photo : Clive W. Couch, Skelmorlie 

683. Stratford-upon-Avon and District. The Burns Dinner was presided over by 
President Miss Ivy Scott and the guest speaker was Marion B . Baillie , M .A. It wa al 0 

attended by councillor and Mrs. V. J. H. Sandel , the Mayor and Mayore of 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

At the Shakespear~ birthday celebrations on Saturday 26th April 1 ?86 the Flags of ~II 
Nations were unfurled at 11 a. m . in the town centre and then a procession to Holy Tn~lty 
Church to lay wreaths on the grave. In addition to the President a member of the Society 
repre ents the Dumfries Society in the procession and lays a wreath . There wa a 
Pre 1dent's Night on Tuesday 30th September 1986. 

G. R FORBES 
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691. Inverness Burns Club. At their Anniversary Dinner on 24th Janum . 
members and guests were treated to an excellent meal at the Craigmonie Hotel , foiloi 
by an erudite and witty toast to the ' Immortal Memory' proposed by Mr. James A 
Michie, Aberdeen. Mr. D avid Caldwell, President was in the chair and otherspeaK 
were Mr. Jack Gowans (toast to 'The Lasses'), Mrs. Wilma Imlah (reply), Mr. Br 
Longmore (toast to 'The Guests '), Mr. Bill Trodden (reply), and Mr. Ted Murdoch (w 
to 'The President'). The company were entertained to excellent renditions of pop~ 
Burns songs by Mr. Charles Sinclair and Mrs. Carol Sutherland, accompanied by ~lr 
Sheila Bruce on the piano. The increase in attendance was very welcome with i: 
members and guest present to enjoy a traditional menu. The haggis was addressedinfi 
style by the President , having been ably piped in by Mr. Jim Mackenzie. 

At the Annual General Meeting in November, the President paid warm tribute to\' 
D . Fraser MacDougall who had been forced through ill health to resign during thq< 
after long and devoted service to the Club as Secretary. Mr. MacDougall hadalsobt, 
President and his advice and guidance will be sorely missed. 

Inverness Burns Club's Top Table at Craigmonie Hotel: (standing) J. w. Mackenzie, A. < 
lmlah, C. J . D. Silver, A. B. G. Longmore, J. A. D. Michie, D. Caldwell (President), C 
Trodden, D. J. M. Gowans and T. A. Chisholm; (seated) Mesdames G M Silver D. Caldwe 
L. Longmore, R. Trodden, J. Michie, M. Chisholm and w. lmlah. · · ' 

Photo: John Paul, lnverne~ 

~:~bra~~it:~~ ~:~ ~~r~istrict_ Society of St. Andrew. Over 130 members and frier 
the 24rh Ja nuary 1986 r s An;.1~ersary Dinner/Dance at the Park Hotel , Tynemouth 

' · n tra itional style the haggis was carried in by the chef precede 
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by Hon. Piper Colin H. Smith, followed by Immediate Past President Angu Mc achcn 
carrying the bottles of whisky. A Past President, Bob Easson, addre cd the haggi . After 
dinner President Douglas 0 . Bainton welcomed everyone and announced greeting from 
other Burns Clubs before introducing the Orator, J. M. King Esq . a retired ob tetrician 
and gynaecologist. Past President, Dr. D. L. Wilson proposed a vote of thank to Mr. 
King. The Toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Senior Vice President Jack Forre t and the 
reply given by Mrs. Margaret Bainton. The Toast Master was Pa t President Dougla 
McFarlane. The evening finished with dancing to the music of the George Rowell Band 
and Bob Easson was M.C. 

The Annual St. Andrew's Ball was held in the Civic Centre, Newcastle on 29th 
November, 1985. Following dinner the President Douglas 0. Bainton pre entcd his 
predecessor Angus McEachen with his Past President's jewel. The guest speaker wa Dr. 
Ian Airlie. A Christmas Dance was held on 23rd December , 1985 and wa a happy family 
event. Informal monthly dances were held in September, October , February and Ma rch. 
The North East Burns Federation Ceilidh is on the 19th April. 

J EA N OTT 

699. Choppington Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner and Da nce was held in the 
Choppington Welfare Hall on Saturday 25th January 1986 at 6 pm. 97 Member a nd 
guests sat down to a four-course meal including haggis. The haggis was carried in by Mr. 
R. Lewins, piped in by Piper W. Finlayson and addressed by Club President Mr. J . 
Brady. After dinner the 'Immortal Memory' was given by committee member To m 
Routledge. 

There was an Autumn Buffet Dance in the Choppington Welfare Hall on the 7th 
September 1985. At this function Club Secretary J. E. Godden was presented with a 
suitably inscribed carriage clock having been Secretary for 25 years and Mrs. Godden was 
given a bouquet. 

Also a Hallowe'en Buffet Dance in Choppington Welfare Hall 26th October , 1985 . A 
St. Andrew's Buffet Dance was held in Choppington Welfare Hall 23rd Nove mbe r , 19 5 
and a Ladies Night Buffet Dance in Choppington Welfare Hall , lst March 1986. 

Further events on syllabus:-
The Club A.G.M. in Choppington Welfare Hall 12th April 1986. A Buffet Dance 3rd 
May 1986 in Choppington Welfare Hall, and the North East Federation of Burns tubs 
A.G.M. and Bowls Tournament at Bedlington, 7th June 1986. 

JOHN E. GODDE' 

701. Detroit Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on 25th January 19 6 in 
St. Clement's Hall , Dearborn. President Ed. Kozakiewicz welcomed 230 membe r a nd 
friends who turned out to honour Scotland's National Bard , he then called on Mrs. J · 
Cummings to sing the National Anthems. Mrs. J. McCall um ca rried in the haggis a nd wa 
led. ~y Club Piper George Killen and Sword Bearer Harry Morri on . Secreta ry ~ohn 
Ph1lhben addressed the haggis, then after an enjoyable meal gave the address to The 
Lasses' . Mrs. Anne Marie Schonder daughter of Vice President Jim McDouga ll , gave 
the reply on behalf of the Lasses and was accorded a hearty applause, especiall y by th e 
Ladi~s Club. Bard Mr. Humphrey Macdonald gave the 'Immortal Me mory'. in his own 
101m1table, Ayrshire style and Mr. J. Cummings , Master .of Ce remonies for the 
e~tertainment , conductec:I a very pleasant and enjoyable evening wnh the he lp of the 
pipes and drums led by G. Killen. 

The Club had its yearly bus run to Alma Highland Games in May 1985 and the a nnu al 
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picnic at Camp Dearborn in July. Both events were well attended and enjoyed by all. I• 
of our members travelled to Annapolis for the N.A .A.F.B. Conference and spent1 
pleasant weekend with our friends in Maryland. . . . 

The Club Bard , President and Secretary Journeyed with their wives to Toledo, Ohiot, 
attend a Burns Supper, this being the first time the two clubs had been together 
Hopefully it will be the beginning of a good relationship. 

On Sunday 26th January 1986 members laid a wreath at the Burns statue in Cass Pan 
in Downtown Detroit. 

JOHN M. PHILLIBFI 

706. North Lindsay Scots Society. Our Annual Burns Dinner and Dance was held OR 

Friday 24th January in the Wortley House Hotel , Scunthorpe, when 135 membersana 
friends celebrated the anniversary in traditional style. The haggis was piped in by Mr 
Mark Chesman, and addressed by our President , Mr. Jim Young. The 'Immon< 
Memory' was a rare treat for us this year. Past President Mrs. Janet Ferguson read till 
address first submitted by her father Mr. Robert Riddle, at a Dominie's Burns Suppe10'. 
West Saltoun, East Lothian, over 50 years ago. On that occasion the young Miss Jan~ 
Riddle replied to the toast to 'The Lasses '! 

Our season began as usual in September with the President's Reception , at which th1 
Presidents and Consorts of neighbouring societies were our guests. We also celebrated St 
Andrew's Night with a formal dinner and dance , at which the toast of 'Scotland and St 
Andrew' was proposed by Mr. David Barrow, manager of a local bank , and a mOSI 
entertaining speaker. 

We also held three informal functions , a wine and cheese evening, a New Year pan) 
and a Scottish Evening, at which the entertainment was provided by members of the 
society. Altogether a most enjoyable season. 

L. H. T. CONDROI 

710. The Burns Society of Toronto. The annual traditional Burns Supper was held m 
the Upper Canada Room of Toronto's grandest hotel-The Royal York, on Friday24th 
January 1986. Honorary Piper Alex Lumsden, C.P., F.S.A ., F.S.T.S. , led in the hea~ 
table to start the evening. The 71 members and friends welcomed the sight of the great 
chieftain , warm, reeking , ritch, being piped in to await the readly slight of the kmf 
wielded by John Paterson, a native of Whitburn . Andy McKinnon , originally from 
Ardrossan, received a standing ovation for his rare, remarkable ' Immortal Memo!) 
providing the audience with a vivid account of the poet 's life and works showing 'Burn> 
the Rebel ' .. Jim1!1y J-:Iunter from Coalsnaughton gave a very humorous toast to ·Tu 
Lasses' which _his wife Mary , who hails from Tillicoultry, replied to in an equall) 
humorous fashion. The toast to the City of Toronto was proposed by Joe Carberry. I 
native of Yalleyf1eld and was responded to by Alderman. Fred Beavis on behalf of tl'K 
mayo~. John Nicholson , our Vice President and former member of Symington Burm 
Club in Ayrshire gave a splendid vote of thanks to the active participants which includ 
Jock Farquarson of Aberdeen stock, who had given the Loyal Toast. 

During t~e in_terval our P_residen t , Sandy Wyness, another Aberdonian, delighted 
everyone with h1 interpretation of ' Holy Willie 's Prayer' possibly the greatest satirein 
E~ropean hteratur~. The evening en~ed all too soon when all joined hands for the sing1ni 
of Auld _Lang Sy~c . Then 1t was out into 'the cauld Januar blast ' with fond memories of• 
mo t delightful night spent w1th the memory of R obert Burns. 

STELLA II\ \ ES' 



711. Victorian Scottish Union . Brunswick Scottish Society (one of the olde t me mber 
\OCieties of V.S .U.) had another full house at their a nnua l Burns Supper . The 'L al 
Toast' was delivered by the President Mr. M. Hurley, the addres 'To the Haggis' was 
given in a broad and distinct tongue by Secretary of Y.S .U. Mr. G. Mc aughton . The 
·immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. W . G . Murray , Senior Lecturer in Hi tory at a 
Trobe University and formerly of Glasgow. A special guest at the dinner wa Mr. tcve 
Crabb, the Minister for Industrial Relations in the State Government , accompanied b 
his good lady; both originally came from Arbroath and are very well ver ed in the w rks 
of Burns. 

The evening concluded with some lovely highland dancing by the Schrank family . The 
ocieties of Victoria Clans Ball was held at Essendon Town Hall and the V . . . 

Conference hosted by Brunswick Scottish Society 5th-7th September 1986. 
G. MC AUG llTON 

721. The Plymouth Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 25th January, 
19 5 members and friends were welcomed by the President, Mr . Robert Johnstone to the 
ir Francis Drake Bowling Club, Whiteford Road , Manna mead, Plymouth . The principa l 

gue ts were the Lord and Lady Mayoress , Councillor and Mrs J . Mills. The' Loyal Toa t ' 
was proposed by the President and the address to 'The Haggis' wa given by Mr. J e 
Main. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President Mr. Robert Johnson . The 
dinner was followed by dancing including Scottish Ree ls e tc. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to May , buffet dance at Hallowe 'e n . The 
'End of Season' buffet/dance was held in April. At 'Hogmanay' a buffet/dance was he ld 
at the Sir Francis Drake Bowling Club to round the evening off a H aggis wa piped in by 
the President, Mr. Bob Johnstone and washed down in the traditional manner. These 
functio ns were enjoyed by all who attended. 

JOl'MAI 

725. Ben Clench Burns Club. Ben Cleuch Burns Club return ed to the Ca tie raig 
Hotel Tillicoultry, an old venue with a new name and a new image, for their 36th 
Anniversary Supper on Saturday, 25th January , 1986 when President Robert Whitehe.ad 
welcomed a large gathering of members and friends to an evening of song and story with 
our National bard. The haggis was piped in with customary style and swagge r by our Piper 
Stuart Robertson and addressed as is tradition at Ben Cleuch by Honorary Member Tom 
Caproni. The Toast to the ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D avid Laing with a 
balanced mixture of humour and pathos , Robert Crawford our Vice Presiden t expre se~ 
the members appreciation of an excellent address in his reply. The Toast to 'The Las e 
was proposed with great humour by Mr. Hugh Dow, a well kent face at Ben C_leuch'. who 
add_ed to his already considerably reputation with a toast which at times had hi s aud ie nce 
rolling in the aisles. Andrew Dawson suitably replied on behalf of the Club. Toasts to 0.ur 
Chairman and to our guests and artists were proposed by Tommy McEwan a nd Jim 
Stalker. 

A most enjoyable St. Andrew's Night was held in the Castle Craig Hote l, Tillicoultry 
on Friday, 29th November 1985 when the toast to our Patron Saint was proposed by a 
Welshman in exile The Re~. Morgan Philips who delighted his audience with a n addre 
that was informative and amusing and delivered with great humour. President . Robert 
Whit_ehead thereafter led his members and guests through an evening of singing a nd 
dancing that went on to the early hours and was much enjoyed by a ll who attended . 

DOUG LAS F McE \\A°' 
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726. Melbourne Burns Club. Due to the long holiday weekend and warmer weather· 
January, the Anniversary Dinner was held on 21st March . The evening was a gre 
success with over 200 people being welcomed by the President, Mrs. Mavis Mitchell , wh 
also proposed the 'Loyal Toast to the Queen'. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed bi 
Hon. Steve Crabb M .P ., Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs, whose fine 
Scottish accent added colour to his interesting speech about Burns and his works. The 
delightful Scottish brogue was again evident when Mr. Ron Brown said the grace, Mr 
Alex McLean proposed the toast to the haggis, and Mr. Bill Burns Peat proposed the 
toast to 'The Lasses'. Two bonnie lassies , Mrs. J . Schrank and grand-daughter Kerrym, 
piped in the haggis , which was carried by A. McDonald and escorted by C. McKenzieand 
G. Schrank with swords and A. and J. Pennicott carrying targes. 

It was a stirring sight as the kilted group entered the hall. A toast to the Melbourne 
Burns Club was proposed by the Mayor of Prahran , Councillor Dieter Harbicht, J.P .. 
who looked splendid in his robe and chain of office. Our Vice President, Mr. R. Howler 
proposed a toast to our guests, artists and kindred organisation to which Mr. Don Finlay 
President of the Victorian Scottish Union , ably responded. 

The service at the Burns Statue was held on 26th January. It was attended by man) 
members and visitors from the Victorian Scottish Union and other interested folk. Hon 
Steve Crabb attended and addressed those present. A wreath was laid by the President. 
Mrs. Mitchell and a sheaf of flowers from the Secretary, Stella Brown. The weather wa1 
very pleasant and afternoon tea in the gardens was partaken by those able to stay. 

STELLA M. BRO~ \ 

743. The Romford Scottish Association. Our Burns Anniversary Dinner was held' 
the Masonic Hall, Upminster and was well attended by members and friend< 
Unfortunately, our President was unable to attend due to ill health and therefore ou 
ex-President , Mr. Ron Miller officiated and welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress o 
Havering who were the Association's guests . The Haggis was to have been addressed bi 
Mr. Wally Watson but as he was delayed on the night , Mrs. Greta Champion wa 
prevailed upon to recite the address . The first time a lady has performed this office forth< 
Association. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Billy Champion. ar 
ex-President of the Burns Club of London, and one of our members well-known forh11 
love of Burns. Mr. Champion also agreed to provide some entertain~ent by performini 
'Holy Willie 's Prayer'. The dinner and speeches were enjoyed by all. 

Our season sta rted with a Ree l Club Dance in September which was closely followed bi 
our Presidenfs R:eception: The numbers that attended the reception were disappointing 
Our other act1v1t1es have mcluded one ceilidh , a members' dinner, a quiz evening and 
second reel club dance. 

We , as a society, ~o not run a Hogmanay Dance , but join with other societies in Esse1 

for a very good evemng. We also Join with the other societies for a Caleodnian Ball wh1c, 
was held in April at Southend-on-Sea. 

On every occasion we have been fortunate that our Honorary Piper, Mr. Johr 
Campbell has piped to give that truly Scottish touch. 

J.TROr 

745. Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society. The Burns Celebratior 
upper and Dan~e was held at Brandling House, Gosforth Park on Saturday 25th Januaf\ 

19 6 when the Immorta l Memory ' was proposed by Mr. D. w. Jackson M.B .E 
upported by Mr . A . M. Frood a nd Miss C. Taylor. The Haggis was piped in byour o~n 

17.l 
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pipers Mr. M. Harper and Mr. A. Harper and was addressed by our President , Mr. H . . 
\1kinson. Songs were sung by Mrs. June Posting accompanied by Mr. T . Hur t followed 
1 dancing to the music of the Brian Davidson Trio. 
·Other events included a bus outing to Traquair House, a barbecue and dance. 

President's reception , St. Andrew's dinner and ball , Hogmanay dance , pring ball, 3 
informal dances, 2 social evenings and a church service . 

D. ll OSSINl 

1"8. Ouplaymuir Burns Club. Sixty-four members a nd friends enjoyed a splendid 
annual supper on 24th January at the Uplawmoor Hotel under the chairmanship of our 
Pre ident Mr. W. Scott. Mr. Joe Campbell gave an extre m e ly good 'Immortal Memory ' 
and an entertaining toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. Marshall McKenzie who e 
bro1her Gregor replied on behalf of the lasses. The sangs a nd readings were of the usual 
1ery high standard. 

The Club once again sponsored the Burns Competition in the Uplawmoor Primary 
School on IOth March which was well supported by members and parents . The Club' 
o~n competition , open to children in the Parish of Caldwell under the age of 14 on 25th 
January and known as The Eric McQueen M e morial Prize, was well supported. Entrant 
had to write a letter to Robert Burns saying how much they had enjoyed reading 'Tam o' 
hanter' and the top three competitors were each awarded book tokens. 

JOllN W. WRIGll I 

President Margaret Rogerson and husband David, with the Mayor and Mayoress of Wakefield 
Ind other Top Table guests, at Wakefield Caledonian Society's Burns Supper. G Ltd 

Photo: Yorkshire Weekly Newspaper roup · 
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763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on Thurld 
23rd January at Painthorpe House Country Club where 120 members were welcomed ~ 
the President , Mrs. Margaret Rogerson. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by~lr 
John Shaw M.A., and he gave a really excellent address interspersed with rendering1 
Burns poems. Mr. William Leggeat proposed a toast to 'The Toon we Bide In' anH 
Mayor of Wakefield responded. Mr. Hamilton Cunningham , a past President , propo 
the toast to 'The Lasses ' and Mrs. Joyce Leggeat replied. Dancing followed the dinne· 
and speeches and a very good evening was the result. 

During the year Wakefield Caledonian Society has joined in the activities of 111< 

Yorkshire District Burns Federation, such as the Inter-Society Quiz and Bowls match 
Didnt' win either but enjoyed the events and the company of other societies. Our usu' 
events of Hallowe 'en Party, St. Andrew's Day Dance , and a Yuletide Dance were~ ' 
attended and much enjoyed. 

BEffi'YOl 

769. The Robert Bruce Burns Club. This year, 1985 , began unhappily, with tlk 
passing of George M. Hunter, the long-serving Treasurer and staunch supporter of our 
Club and it's aims . All members were saddened by this great loss to the Club and to the 
community. 

~~ Mac~ll~n .add~esses the Haggis, watched by Piper Douglas Dawson Poosie Na""' 
G~a~o;:thec R~~r:n B~~ncePBollock,CAI lebx Manson, Margo Gray, Lesley-Anne D~wson and Bot 

' urns u annual dinner. 
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On Friday 24th January the 32nd Annual Dinner was held in the Masonic Hall 
Clackmannan. Chairman Alex Manson opened with a few words of welcome and call d 
for the Haggis, brought in by Possie Nancy Catriona McGuire to the strain of ' My I vc 
he's But A Lassie Yet' and 'Duncan Gray' played by Piper Douglas Daw on . The 

address to 'The Haggis' was given by Ian McMillan and the 'Selkirk Grace' wa a id by 
Willie Dawson . After the traditional dinner the programme continued with the toast to 
the 'Im mortal Memory' proposed by Mr. John D. Pollock , The Gene ral Secre tary o f the 
E.I.S., whose address reflected his Ayrshire roots and showed a thorough knowledge o f 
Burns's life and works. He received a standing ovation for his supe rb speech . c il 
Man on gave a most able response in his toast to 'The Orator' . 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was delivered with great humour by Bob Gray and hi wife 
Margo matched him with a tremendous reply . Dave Sinclair gave an off-the-cuff toast to 
'The Club' with a few apt quotations from Burns, and George McGuire thanked Dave fo r 
his kind words in a brief reply. Bill Dawson encompassed a vote of thanks to a ll in hi s 
toast to 'Mine Host, Chairman and Artistes ', to which the Chairman replied . 

W. M . DAWSO 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. Tragedy marred the 32nd Annual Supper on 25 th Janua ry 
in the St. Nicholas Hotel, Prestwick , when the secretary , Cronie Peter Hynd , coll ap cd 
and later died. A doctor who was at the Supper attended to him until th e a mbul ance 
arrived and rushed him to Ayr County Hospital. Fellow members were un aware of hi s 
death until the function ended. Earlier he received an ovation when the chairma n, ro nic 
Bill Lyon, Vice President, paid tribute to him for his tireless work for the tub . Pe te r 
offered up Grace before the meal. Proposing the toast of the ' Immortal Me mory', the 
President, Cronie John Prosser , said that the lad who was born in Kyle was destined to 
become a man of the world and a man for the world . The other toasts were propo cd as 
follows: The Queen ', the chairman; the proposer of the ' Immorta l Memo ry', ronie Bill 
Baines ; 'Prestwick Burns Club ', Cronie Ralph Sillar ; 'Scotia', Cronie Geo rge W atso n ; 
'The Lasses', Cronie Bill Morrison; 'Chairman and Artistes ', Cronie Bill Lyle . The 
annual summer outing in 1985 was to Dean Castle , Kilmarnock , whe re 45 me mbe r .and 
guests were conducted on a most interesting tour. As well as being shown the coll ect10n 
of.arms, armour , tapestries and early musical instruments, the. cronies we re ~~le to cc 
ongmal manuscripts by Robert Burns, together with a First (Kilmarnock) Ed1t1on a nd a 
Second (Edinburgh) Edition of the Works of the Bard. Afterwards the party wa take n by 
coach to the Portland Arms at Crosshouse , where after Grace offe red by the Pre ide nt . 
Cronie Prosser, a pleasant and ample meal was served. Cronies Iain Moffat , Alex F ra e r • 
Charlie Williamson , Alex Purdon, Jack Milliken , Bill Lyon , Ken Gray, Matt T~om o n . 
Fred Horton and Ritchie Bell contributed to an excellent programme, which included 
music , songs, poems and stories . 

The St. Andrew's Night Dinner/Dance in the St. Nicholas Hotel was again a popul~r 
oc1al occasion and much enjoyed. Earlier in November the speaker at the Club 

monthly meeting was former police Superintendent Andrew Boyle whos~ talk wa ba cd 
on the researches for a book he was about to publish on Burns' connecu ons . The e had 
revealed a great many things about the poet which had been absolutely neg.lccted. Mir~ 
Boyle. a former president of Troon Burns Club , was hea rd with great intcre L 

December the Club had its first ever lady speaker in Mrs. ~ae ~cEwa~ . a pa t pre 1 ~en: 
of Irvine Lasses Burns Club , whose subject was Burns in Irvine. Like he r. the fma 
taker of.the season , Enez Logan of Kilmaurs , who showed slides o f the Burn o untr · 
ad a cordial welcome from the Cronies. 

\\ WEL H 
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773. Cumnock Cronies Burns Club. The Club held its annual Burns Supper 
Saturday 8th February, 1986 in Cumnock Town Hall. Fifty-five members enjoyed t~ 
evening immensely with a variation of speeches , toasts and song. After a very compete 
chairman in the form of John Graham welcomed the cronies Mr. Gerry Skillen continu~ 
with the 'Selkirk Grace'. The Haggis was carried by Secretary Eric Love to a rendering~ 
Michael Hutson , with Brian Rutherford suitably addressing the Haggis. The toast totil: 
'Queen' was given by Mr. Joseph Donis, after which the 'Immortal Memory' w~ 
proposed by local businessman Stewart Lane. Stewart's knowledge and interest in Burlb 
made a very interesting and informative speech. Mr. Bob Lawrence, an old friend oft~ 
Club , toasted 'The Lasses' with a very humorous reply from Mr. Ian McMurdo. TheCluh 
was more than fortunate to have a local rugby celebrity David Murray to toast 'The 
Drouthie Cronies'. Through the evening recitations were performed by Mr. B. Lawrenc, 
with songs and music aptly, provided by Mr. G. Robertson and Mr. Michael Hut n 
reespectively. At the end of a most enjoyable evening Mr. Alex Rutherford , Treasurer of 
the Club , gave the vote of thanks. The Club now look forward to several outings and a 
charity St. Andrews evening in November. 

ERIC LOI 

774. Gloucester Scottish Society. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 24th Janua~ 
in the Fleece Hotel, Gloucester with 85 guests attending. The Haggis was piped in by our 
Honorary Piper Mr. R. McGrory and addressed by the President Mr. J. Robertson. The 
toast to the 'Immortal Memory ' was proposed by Mr. Neil Mclellan, 'The Lasses' were 
toasted by Mr. T. Heathcock and the reply given by Mrs. M. Durkin. Mixed dancin! 
followed. 

Our social events have also included the weekly Reel Club which caters fo r dancrn 
from gold star standard to beginners ; our well-attended Annual Ball. a coach outing t0 
the Fiddler's Rally in the Albert Hall , two ceilidhs , a Hallowe'en party and St. Andre~ ' 
and New Year dances. 

777. Nuneaton and District Scottish Society. On Friday 24th January we held our 
Annual Burns Supper at Atherstone Memorial Hall. 112 members and friends attended 
and enjoyed an excellent meal and some entertaining speeches. The ' Immortal Memo~ 
was proposed by Ralph James Esq., B.A. The haggis was piped in by Rob Shakespeare 
and the address to the 'Haggis' given by Alex Scott. The toast to the 'Guests and Lassc1 

was proposed by Mr. B . . Lee and_ the response by Mrs. Frances Knight . . . 
Other successful funct10ns during the year included a successful St. Andrews Ceilidh 

An Autumn Dance with Frank Reid's Band and a Spring Dance with the Glendace Banc 

784. Kelso Burns Club. On Friday 24th January a company of 96 gentlemen gathereu 
rn th e drnrn~ room of the Edna m House Hotel. Kelso under the competent and humorou' 
cha irma nship o f Alista ir Broo ks . Burns Club President. After the usual sumptious meal 
the Co mpa ny was. he ld spe llbo und by an outstanding ' Immortal Memory' given by Jim 
Fox lee· now retIJ e_d . fro m hi s post as a senior civil servant with the Ministry of 
A,g~ 1 c ul~ ure. In a brilli ant . hum o rous _a nd witty manner the speaker. who a year ago had 
nc \ e r rl:ad a wo r_d of Burns. gave hi s impression o f the working life of the Bard which he 
had ga ined by avid reading ove r a re la tively short space of time Two points came throueh 
dunno this tudy a nd those we th B · · · ·" "' - · re a t urns was master in the art of commumcation. 
t7 



0upled with the fact that he achieved his greatness by writing about imple ubjcct from 
arestricted local background. The great and well known English poets had mainly written 
regarding big events and their names had been carried forward in history becau. c of tho. c 
1ent . Burns, on the other hand, had gained worldwide fame without such a built-in 

Jd1antage. Apart from his inborn talent as an outstanding poet Burns was a caring human 
['(mg dissatisfied with the social conditions of his time-an 'angry young man' of his day . 

791. Swindon and District Caledonian Society. The highlight of our year was the Burn. 
Supper which was held on 24th January 1986 and was attended by the Mayor and 
\layoressofThamesdown. Ian Lithgow addressed the Haggis which was piped in by Pipe 
Major Jimmy McGinn. The Mayor replied to the toast of 'The Land We Live In ' 
proposed by Mrs. Betty Rowland. This year we were gratified to have a our guest 
speaker the Reverend James Currie who regaled us with a thought-provoking but highly 
entertaining 'Immortal Memory'. 

Regular meetings of our Committee were held under the chairmanship of our 
President, Mr. John Walton, who has shared with members of the Entertainment 
Committee the organisation of our many activities throughout the year. 

The Golf Tournament has joined the St. Andrew's Night, Hallowe'en Party, kittle 
Evening, and Hogmanay Party as one of our annual events a nd visits to the Wyvern 
Theatre and the Fiddlers' Rally in the Royal Albert Hall are becoming hardy annua ls f 
the Society's activities. 

We again had a successful joint evening with the Swindon and District Wei h ociety 
and we collaborated with a local Lions Association in a charity fund-raising Sc tti h 
Evening. 

Our membership goes from strength to strength and now numbers 110 families ( 190 
adults). 

E. G BEATill' 

,,,,. 
Ian Lithgow addressing the Haggis at Swindon and District's Annual Supper .. 

Photo : Wiltshire Newspapers 
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803. Bowhill People's Burns Club. Fife was the venue for two importanteventsin t schoolchildren's verse and song competitions of the 'Works of Robert Burns'. The F District competition held in Kennoway Primary School was a huge success. There were many entrants that we had to have a double hall . The adjudicators were Mrs. ~1 McEwan (Troon), Mr. Abe Train (Newmains) Past President Burns Federation, Mr.Ca· Olufsen (Irvine) and Robert Burns (Shawsmill , Cardenden). All the adjudicators s.. they had had a very enjoyable but difficult task to separate the worthy winners. Mr. Magnus More Director of Education (Fife Region) wh<t had sat throughout tr whole competition, said he was most impressed by the high standard and the variety poems and songs he had heard . It was quite rewarding to listen to all the young people interpretations of the various poems and songs especially so with the very youn, age-group. He complimented all the teachers , parents and Burns Clubs who ho supported the venture . His compliments were supported by Mr. Thomas Dai (Chairman, Fife Education Committee). Glenrothes was the venue for the Scottish Schoolchildren's Competition. Both these competitions were well supported by our Club and of course, two of our young people were worthy winners in the verse speaking event Fiona Delaney lst , and Grant Lawrie 2nd. 
The monthly meetings have all been well supported. The members have re-introduced the short-talk-discussions featuring some aspect of 'Life and Works of Robert Burns' int1 the harmony sessions which follow the regular monthly meetings. These have proved to be very interesting and popular especially to the new members of the Club. Our membership has shown a marked increase. This year we have an active membership ol 80. The week prior to our monthly meetings we have our committee meetings and these have proved to be expedient in the curtailment of time at our regular montly meeting1 and so we have more time for the harmony which follows. Our regular monthly meeting1 are on the second Saturday of the month. (Other kindred clubs and cronies please note). All are welcome in the Railway Tavern, Bowhill , Cardenden , Fife. 

808. Pontefract and District Caledonian Society. Once again we had an excellent Burns Supper at Wentbridge House on 24th January, 1986. Members and guests were piped in at the start of the evening, and after a wonderful supper, including Scotch Bee~. we were entertained by Mrs. Betty Young , who gave us a very good 'Immortal Memory Her speech was both explicit and humorous . The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Dr C. K. Varnavides and the response by his wife Mrs. A. L. Varnavides. Both were excellent and complimented each other. We were then entertained by our Pipe Band and the evening continued with dancing to the Ron Copley Trio. 
We also ran various social events throughout the year. The first was a sherry morning held at Wentbridge House , graced with good weather. This well attended function was entertained by the pipe band and dance club. We also had some small funct ions in the village hall at East Hardwick all well attended, most enjoyable and profitable. . <::>ur other big function of the year was the President 's Evening/St . Andrew's Night This was he ld at Wentbndge House on 29th November 1985. An excellent evening was had by the members and friends and I gave the toast to 'Caledonia'. The society had a very good year both socially and profitable, another excellent year. 

FRANK HOR~S 

809. Allanton 'Jolly Beggars' . . Our 29th Annual Burns Supper was held on 25th January 19 6. in Pathe r Com munity Centre , Wishaw. The event was well attended by 160 member and friends , who were warmly welcomed by President Isa Jones. The haggis and 
I '0 



atur were piped in by Jane McCall and carried a loft by J . Minns and R . Wadd 11 r 
\ be Train addres the 'Haggis ' and the 'Selkirk Grace' aid by Mr . Jean Wo d'> . Past 

re ident Alistai r Blair proposed the ' Immortal Memory' and Vice Pr idcnt David 
L ghtfoot proposed the toast to 'Our Speaker'. 

On I Ith October 1985, our inter-visitation evening took place a nd was m t su essful 
due to the support of members of the Burns Club in the area. The utumn Dance on 
:~nd ovember was well supported and enjoyed and our Club accepted ma ny invitations 
to local Burns Clubs and others further afield. A member of the lub , Mr . R bcrt 
Dewar, participated in a Burns Competition in Irvine and gave a very good ace unt of 
him.elf. The Club was saddened by the sudden deaths of Mr. and Mr . Jame M nvillc 
and the death of Mr. Jim Irvine after a long illness. Our last function for the cas n will b, 
the closing ocial on 17th May 1986. 

lf~Lf.N WAD()! I I 

22. Mansfield District Caledonian Society. Our Annual Burns Suppe r wa he ld a t the 
\1a onic Hall on Friday 24th January 1986. The evening started with apologic fr m Pa t 
Pre ident Callum Haggart whose 'Immortal Memory' being well rehearsed has t li e 
dormant due to illness until next year. But our very able President Jim la rk came 
quickly to the rescue and rendered a very witty off the cuff, ' Immorta l Memory'. The 
vcning was kept on an even keel by Past President George Michael who wa M . . f r 

the first time. He had certainly done his homework and knew more th an he o ught to 
about the guests and speakers. The night appeared to be honoured by Past Pre idcnts a nd 
not least of all by Mrs. Jessie Walker who gave a most e njoyable toast to th e 'Toon We 
Bide In' . To everyones' amazement the President Jim Clark had also to add rc the 
haggis after it had been ceremoniously piped in again due to illne s of our peakcr. A 
•onderful , nail-biting event. 

Ml llA E L l.AK~ 

834. St. Andrew's Societv (Altrincham, Sale and District). Again a very succc fut 
Burns Night celebration , Spears Gillespie addressing the Haggis in his own ini~itab!e 
manner ably preceded as usual by Pipe Sergeant John Bowen giving us a wee .kiri. l ain 
~llan had a new approach to the 'Immortal Memory' and his speech wa con 1de red to 
have been the best we have heard for many a long year and we have Ii tcned t? omc 
uperb toasts in the past. All the speakers were good and the guest of ho nour virtuall 
ave us another ' Immortal Memory' in his response to the toast to 'Our Gue t ' · 
It has been quite a good year overall as far as our other various function were 

conc.erned. St. Andrew's Night and Hogmanay were both well a tte nded and the 
Pre11dent's Evening was successful although the attendance could have been better. Th~ 
cabaret was most enjoyable and a special raffle in aid of the 'Talking Books for the Blind 

rought a fine response. We were also pleased that our President , Joyce Allen wa able to 
4ttend although not fully recovered from her operation . 
,We are.sad to report the passing of two of our founder members. Dr. Ro~ert Kean 

aeed 70 died on lOth October, 1985 , after a long illness. He was a Past President and 
Treasurer. John Snaddon who often wrote this report died in Bristol o n I St Ma rch 19 6 · 
~oho was twice President and was Secretary for a number of years .. ove ~ t~ e last fe:-V car 

ihn gradually went blind and got a lot of pleasure from his Talking Books · Both 
!embers will be sorely missed by their many friends . 

11 FD\\ARD CRO\\T llrR 
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Mrs. Marie Crowther, the Mayor of Trafford, Pipe-Sergeant Bowen, Ted Crowthe.r, the 
Mayoress of Trafford and lain Allan, at St. Andrews Society of Altrincham, Sale and Drstnct 

839. Coldstream Burns Club. The 98th Annual Supper was celebrated in the Majicado 
Hotel on Friday 24th January 1986. Presided over by Mr. J . M. Davidson , B.Sc., who 
welcomed a full attendance of Members. Grace was said by Club Member the Rei 
Arthur Wiltshire. The company sat down to enjoy the meal. The Scotch Kail having been 
se rved , the traditional entry of the Haggis , piped in by Robert Bell, carried high by Mr. 
Jas. Patterson, and addressed by Mr. Wylie Turnbull. The traditional drams were 

handed over, and the company rose to toast 'The Haggis'. After an excellent meal , well 
served , the chairman th anked Mr. Scott , the new Landlord , for his much valued 
co-operation in arranging this event. The National Anthem was sung and the Chairman 
proposed the Loyal Toast followed by the toast to 'Our Imperial Forces'. At this pomtthl 
Chairman made refere nce to the honour bestowed on Club Secretary Bill Jackson at the 
Centenary Conference of the Burns Federation held in London in September whe.n hi 
was given an Honorary Presidency of The Burns Federation , which merited him 3 

standing ovation, Bill acknowledged this with a short reply. Our guest speaker was Mr 
Archie McArthur from Kelso. A member of the Executive Committee of the Burf\l 
Federation. Hi ' Immorta l Memory' was marvellous, which earned him a standing 
ovation for a wonderful oration. 

Ladie ight was h.e ld in the Majicado Hotel on Friday , 14th February. There was a 
complete ell-out of tickets two weeks before. An excellent programme was enjoyed b) 
all. The Gue t peaker. was the Rev. Arthur Wiltshire , who gave an excellent tribute to 
Robert Burns. both serious and a musi ng. 

BILLJAC~S01 



The Chairman and Top Table at Coldstream's Burns Supper. 

&12. 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns Club. W e he ld o ur Annua l Burns Suppe r a t th e YW A 
at McNab Street, Hamilton. There we re 86 people in atte nda nce . O ur guest speake r wa~ 
\1.P. Ian Deans, a well-loved and known Scotsm a n . The H aggis wa piped in by Jim 
McNeil and was carried in by Bernice Johnsto n while Bill Campbell did the addre~ . he 
also did the toast to 'The Lasses' . J ean Sa mson did the reply to the toast. 'The ta r · 
Rabb1e Burns' was sung by Kath y Brown , who a lso sang la ter in the evening to everyo ne·~ 
dehgh~. Bill Campbell once again delighted eve rybody with hi s rende ring o f ·H ly 
Willies Prayer'. The host of th e eve ning was o ur Preside nt Joh n Little . We a lso had a 
wonderful time dancing to the music o f the 'Fare E n uff' Ba nd a ll combined in making it a 
night to remember. Thanks to everyone who wo rked so hard to our succe s. 

p Much of this year has been involved with negotia t ions for the 1988 o nfe re nce. O ur 
resident John Little has had various meetings with city officials . All have been to o ur 

~dvantage. Many of our members have bee n in a nd out of hospital, unfortu~ a te l we 
ave lost one of our prominent me mbe rs Annie Staples A n nie will be well m1 ed. he 

wa b d . ' ' C un le of JOY and fri end to o ne a nd a ll. Our Pres ident atte nded the Lo ndon 
~0nference , he gave us a ve ry favoura ble re po rt , well done Lond~ n . On hi vi. it . t ~ 
\ tland a.nd England John was hono ured by be ing presented with H ono ra ry L.1fc 
lembersh1ps by the 'Howff' Burns C lub a nd the 'T a m o ' Sha nter ' Burns lu b. We w i~h 

to thank all the clubs we visited for the ir wonde rfu l hospita li ty . John Blyth . ou r t rea~u rcr 
and past president fo r many years has retired fro m office . but full y inten d~ to be an acu,·c 
member. ' 

RI ~\II J 111"11 I 
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845. Tam 0' Shanter Burns Club. The 27th Annual Supper was held in the Club l Thursday 23rd January 1986. 250 members and guests attended the function and 11 Chairman for the evening was Mr. George Mudie the Club President. The 'lmmort Memory' was proposed by Mr. H. R. Mcfarlane. The toast to 'The City of our Adopti01 was proposed by Councillor C. Ward and the reply was given by the Lord Mayor d Coventry, Councillor B. McKernan. The evening was finished with a dance which we into the early hours of the morning. 
The Jean Armour Ladies Section held their 9th Annual Supper in the Club on lltb February 1986. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Ann Morrison . 
Both the St. Andrews Night Cabaret and Dance and the New Year's Night Annual Ball had capacity crowds to hear artistes from Scotland plus the local British Legion Pipe Band. Over 200 children were entertained at their Annual Easter Party. As usual the handicapped children at the Robert Burns School in Coventry were not forgotten and Easter eggs and ice cream were dispatched to the School. The West Midlands District of the Burns Federation ran a very successful ceilidh in the Club on Wednesday 26th February 1986. We meet every Wednesday night and hold our Committee Meetingonth first Wednesday of every month. Our meetings comprise of one member taking overas Chairman for that evening and we have debates , poems, songs, Scottish literature. quizzes and discussions on all Burns works. We meet in the Howff of the Tam o' Shantcr Club and our Jolly Beggars have just decorated the room. 

This year we held a Jolly Beggars Burns Supper on February 6th. Our main speaker was George Leitch , a long standing member of the Jolly Beggars. 150 people sat down including the Lord Mayor of the City of Coventry and his son, the President of the Tam o· Shanter Club and the Secretary Manager. The evening was chaired by Mr. Eddie Bell. Chairman of the Jolly Beggars. An excellent feast of food and Burns was enjoyed by all. We had a visitation from Motherwell United Services Club and on our usual pilgrimmage north of the border , we visited Edinburgh Gorbridge Burns Club and Airts Burns Club. We held a mock Burns Supper in the Howff and a Jolly Beggars Ball. We also entertained patients at Walsgrave Hospital, Coventry-many thanks to the Choir and Choirmaster. Mr. J . Millison. 
We have a marvellous Library at the Tam o' Shanter which is not only used by our section but by schools and all people seeking information on Robert Burns . We held a bowling match with Corby 606 Burns Club finishing with an excellent evening with them. We enjoyed, during the year, the company of John Little, President of Hamilton Canada Burns Club. Our members were represented at Burns Conference and all our Joll) Beggars take a copy of the Burns Chronicle. 

JAMESMcCA~ 

859. Eglinton Burns Club, Irvine. A word perfect rendition of the Selkirk Grace b} new committee member Ernie Ramsay got the 27th Annual Dinner of the Eglinton Burns Club on 17th January off to a. f_ine start . Andrew Cochrane piped in the Haggis for th_e 25th. time for Sam _ Gaw to v1c1ously assault the poor beast , almost before this years Chairman and P~es1dent Georg~ Stevenson was able to get things under control. The staff of the Ho pltahty Inn at Irvine served a magnificent meal to the 225 persons in ~ttendance . The a~sembled c~mpany cannot often have been privileged to hear an Immorta l Memory of the ca libre delivered by the Rev . Melville Schofield . His va.t knowl edge and unde rstanding of the Bard was tempered throughout with his very keen en c o f hum our. Truly a memora ble performance. John Elliott proposed the toast to J, .j 



·Tue La ses'. The only criticism which could be fairly levelled at John i that hi toa t wa 
so funny that there were a lot o_f sore ribs . John knew the company, and wa able to u e 
his local knowledge to devastating effect. Miss Helen Martin-a newcomer to our midst 
had the unenviable task of replying to John. She rose to the occasion marvellou ly . 

TAN ROBERTSO 

862. Market Rasen Scottish Association. At the Annual Burns Supper on 24th January 
1986 an excellent 'IT?mortal Memory' was proposed by David Shankland, from 
Lochmaben. An amusing and humorous toast to 'The Lasses' by Andrew Mackie , of 
Lockerbie, was ably replied to by Jayne Semple. Dancing followed into the wee sma' 
hours. 

C. B. GRANT 

864. Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania, Australia. The Annual Supper was held on 25th 
January , 1986 in the Burnie Civic Centre with members and guests enjoying the u ual 
good evening with all the traditional toasts and entertainement. Dancing di plays given 
by members of the St. Andrews School of Highland Dancing and the Burnie Scotti h 
Country Dancers were much appreciated. Many compliments were passed by guests who 
were most enthusiastic in their praise of the evening. 

Our Anniversary Dinner is held each year in November to mark the formation of the 
Oub. This always proves to be a most happy evening with the ladies of the Club handling 
all the traditional toasts most capably. 

Meetings are held every month and we have devoted this last year to a study of the 
songs of Burns with members researching his life and times at the point when the 
particular song was written . Throughout the year this has brought ongoing awarenes and 
furthered the interest in the Bard of all members participating. 

For this year it is our intention to study the correspondence of Burns in conjunction 
with some of his major works . 

F. D. J . TAYLOR 

874. Melbourne Masonic Burns Club Victoria. Our Burns Supper wa once again he ld 
m the Masonic Club, Melbourne on Friday 31st January 1986 with the Chieftain and 
distinguished guests being piped in by our Piper , Len Trezise and escorted by 
Sword-bearers Andy Cromb and Larry Hall much to the delight of our sixty ~uest~ . An_dy 
Cromb recited the 'Selkirk Grace', and the 'Loyal Toast ' was given by th_e Ch.1eftain Keith 
Dodd. The assembled company was then entertained by our D eputy Chieftain Bob y ate 
v.ho has the wondrous gift of being a multi-musician but on this occasion rendered item 
of harmony on the accordion and the electronic organ and we are most fortu~ate to ~ave 
such a fine musician to entertain us in our wee Club. The address to the Haggis wa given 
v.i great gusto by the one and only Henry Nichol but before doings? Andy Cro~b re~ited 
a short poem entitled 'The Haggis is a Wondrous Beast'. The haggis wa duly piped m by 
~n Trezise and escorted by three sword-bearers and carried .by your trul y. The 
Immortal Memory' was given by the !mediate Past Chieftain Wtl~1am Burn Peat , ~fter 
hich the toast to 'our Rabbie' was received with much acclamat10n. The toast to The 

la es' was proposed by Jim Watson and the response was in the capable hand of our 
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Chieftain's good lady in the person of Monica Dodd, after which we were treated to a fin 
display of highland dancing by the son of our Piper Stewart Trezise. The toast to OQ 
'Guests ' was given by Deputy Chieftain Bob Yates and the response by the President O: 
the Masonic Club, Bill Woodhouse , after singing of songs frae hame and recitations 
Rabbie Burns brought a wonderful evening to a close wi 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

IAN R. HAW"\ 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonian Club. Past President Bill Brodie proposed a ven 
interesting 'Immortal Memory' in the presence of his son , President Neil and 
daughter-in-law Veronica Brodie, whose guests included the Chairman of Bassetlaw 
District Council , Councillor Dennis Wells and Mrs. Wells. The councillor responded Ii 
the toast 'The Toon We Bide In' proposed by President Neil Brodie when both welcometl 
the progress being made on Worksop's long-awaited by-pass. Colin Campbell addressed 
the Haggis which was carried ben by Nan Clowes as Poosie Nansie and piped in by Hon. 
Piper Ron Dunne. 'The Lasses' was proposed by Past President Ian Macleod and 
received an equally eloquent response from Mrs. Gwen Grant. 

At the President's reception new president Bob Jardine and wife Molly both A)t 
'Exiles' welcomed supporting Presidents and consorts from ten neighbouring societies 
Entertainment was supplied by Club members , and dancing to the Caleys' Scottish Dance 
Band and Hon. Piper Ron Dunne. 

Our St . Andrew's Day celebration dance drew the usual capacity crowd which I must 
stress included many of our English friends and neighbours who look forward to sharing 
in our big night of nostalgia. Three other functions were held during the year. 

TOM ENGLISH 

887. Gainsborough and District Caledonian Society. Unfortunately due to lack .of 
support, the Annual Burns Night Dinner and Dance had to be cancelled and a social 
evening was arranged for Friday 14th March. This event turned out to be a very enjoyable 
evening and the President , Lew Reid , welcomed the guests who included , Mrs. Isaacs. 
President of Retford Caledonian Society and Husband , Mrs. J. Barley of the 
Gainsborough Chamber of Commerce accompanied by Mr. Barley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Faulkner of the Sheffield Society and the Editor of the local newspaper Mr. C. 
Woodhead and his good lady. During the evening , the company was entertained by a 
se lection of music played by Mrs. Faulkner on the piano-accordion . 

The St. Andrew's Day Church Service was well attended and was held , once again. at 
the. United Reform Church , Gainsborough . Lessons were read by the President, Lew 
Re1.d '. and the Hon. Secretary. Following the service , members and friends were invited 
to JOin church members and enjoy a cup of coffee , before the President and soc1et) 
members moved on to the 'Windmill ' Restaurant at Kirton-in-Lindsey where they sat 
down to a very .en3oyable lunch in pleasant surroundings and company. This lunch after 
the church service has now become an established event much enjoyed by all who take 
advantage to have a nice mea l a quiet drink and an enjoyable chin-wag amongst fnends 

ANGUS McLARn 

89~. Westerton Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Suppe r was held in the Walmer Hotel. 
Bndgc o.r Allan on 2-ith January 1986 when approximate ly 60 me mbers and friends had a 
mos t. cn3oyab lc eve ning. Once aga in Mr. Bill Fraser from Sa mia. Canada made 1h< 
pilgrimage to attend. In spite of adverse road conditions. Mr. R . Armstrong motored 
from England to play and si ng for the assembled company. Our Principal Speakeni as 
18fl 



Mr. G. McCormack from Livingston who brought out in his addres the many 
accomplishments, Robert Bu~ns had achi~ved in his brief life. Mr. D. Gordon gave a very 
amu mg toast to The Lasses . The Haggis was addressed by Mr. J . Neill, Iub ecretar . 
Throughout the evening th~ c~mpany was entertained by Mr. A. Campbell, Mr. D . Bo le 
and Mr. R. Armstrong smgmg a large selection of Burns songs. Club member J . 
Robertson gave us 'Tam o ' Shanter' and J. Davidson acted out the part of 'Holy Willie' . 
Mr. R. Dunn, Treasurer proposed the toast to Chairman and Artiste and the evening 
closed with the company singing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

A most successful St . Andrew's Night was held on 29th Novembe r when members and 
friends had a social evening and dance. Proceeds of raffle held to be sent to Jean Armour 
Homes. 

JOH Fil I. 

915. Canterbury Burns Club, New Zealand. The Annual Supper was held in the Limes 
Room , Town Hall, Christchurch , New Zealand , attended by 105 patrons. Pre ident 
William Hunter welcomed everyone in a cordial manner , especially those from afar. We 
were pleased to receive greetings from other Clubs throughout the world . The Haggis wa 
piped in by David Boyle, Ashburton, and a very moving Address to the Haggis wa given 
by Mr. George McRobb, Vice-President . Mr. John Fryer , Vice-President, gave an 
excellent 'Immortal Memory'. Mrs . Margaret Murray , Chairman, of the Wai mairi 
County Council replied to the toast 'Our Town '. Mrs. Murray is a very eloque nt speaker, 
and spoke not only about how fortunate we are to have had pioneers from Scotland to 
he lp formulate and develop our city but of her family from Paisley. 

Each year a number of Club Members travel to Ashburton some 50 miles from 
Christchurch to attend a Burns Concert. This evening is a lways very e nj oyab le and all 
credit is due to Mr. and Mrs . George McRobb. On 24th July , a M e morial C hurch Service 
was held at St. Ninian's Presbyterian Church, Riccarton . The Minister wa the Rev . 
Maurice Brown, who hails from Dumfries , Scotland . After the Church se rvice there wa a 
10up and sandwich luncheon at the Clubrooms. Instead of the ovember Friend hip 
meeting we held a St. Andrew's Night at Mrs. Vera Doig's residence , Waikuku, ~ he.re 
there was a barbecue tea followed by entertainment. The Piper in attendance wa M1 s 
Cheryl Austin. Our Patron Mrs. Anne Vinnell paid a visit to Scotland in July and was a 
guest of Mrs . Hilda Faulder , Rosamond Club , which is our sister Club. 

916. Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club. The Bullion Lounge was filled to capacity on the 
eiening of 28th January 1986 , for the 21 st Anniversary Dinner . Presiden~ Dick ~i mach 
welcomed the company and introduced the top table. For the first time m the history of 
lhe Club, ladies were present at the dinner and they were made particul a rl y welcome . n 
~cellent meal of traditional fare was enjoyed by all a nd the reafter the company wa 

treated to an evening of first class speeches, songs, recitations and music . Th~ ' Immortal 
\lemory' was proposed by no less a personality than Abe Train . Past President of the 
Federation 
. St. Andr.ew's Night was a happy occasion with the speake.r for the evening ~hoo ing 
~umour and Wit' as his theme. Ernie Gibson , retired Domm1e and Deputy Chairman ~f 
'iuhdal.e .District Council, called largely on his personal experie nces forth~ content of hi 
ntertammg and enjoyable discourse. The usual high sta nda rd. of entertai~mcnt-song . 

ierie dance and music-was also enjoyed by a full-hou se. Dunng the even~ng H~no~ary 
life ~embership of the Club was conferred on Rev. John Pagan. of t. Michael s Kirk. 
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and David Shankland M.B.E., both noted Burnsians and very good friends of our Ou~ 
The Club hosted a preliminary heat of Howff Club's 'Tam o' Shanter' competition ~ 

18th March. This is part of Dumfries Octocentenary celebrations. 
We are sad to record the passing of Honorary Life Member Eustace Senior. Eustace 

was a Past President of the Club and Secretary!freasurer for many years. Our sympathiei 
go to his widow Billie. 

NEIL McKEAI. 

917. Scottish Presidents Association. Last year I reported that the President, Mrs.J. 
A. (Mirna) Irvine presided at the Annual Dinner. This report which was sent in before the 
dinner was not correct as the President was struck down with a stroke, which 
incapacitated her for some months and the Vice President, Mrs . Jessie Walker filled the 
gap. I am pleased to say Mirna has now recovered and is again active. At this 1985 Dinne1 
the company signed a get well card and sent a floral arrangement to her. This year's 
(1986) dinner will not take place until 10th May so to get over this difficulty, my report 
will be included in the next annual report. 

The Annual General Meeting was held in a very nice country hostelry in 
Nottinghamshire. A good attendance of members elected Mrs. Jessie Walker (Mansfield) 
to be president , Mr. Angus McLarty , (Gainsborough) was elected Vice President and 
Mr. Alvon Hirst , Junior Vice-President. Lew W. Reid was again Elected Hon 
Secretary!freasurer. The annual report was received , also the financial statement. After 
the meeting supper was served. 

LEWW. REID 

918. Dover and East Kent Scottish Society. We were very fortunate to be able to hold 
our Burns Supper and Dance in the Masonic Hall, Dover on the anniversary of the birth 
of Robert Burns: usually we have to accept the Friday nearest to the birthday. The 
President Bill Hay, welcomed a company of 110 members and friends. The haggis was 

Members and guests of Dover and East Kent Scottish Society. 
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piped in by Dan Wallace and the address was give n by the Pre ident. The ' Imm rtal 
\lemory',was proposed by Davie Lai ng in a spee~h which tressed the power and range f 
1he Bards poems , a ll the more remarkable m view of the man y trials a nd trouble. that 
be 1 Robert Burns during most of his life . Nan Pressley proposed th e toast ' Our uc ts', 
1he response was given by Councillor Philip Buss, Chairman , Dover District ouncil. 
Dan W~llace, in a b~sy evening, .proposed the toas.t 'The Lasses', the repl y wa by Ma ry 
Hay, wife of the President. Dancing was to the music of Phil Hughes, the fir t time he has 
played for us. He managed to play for us 'Strip the Willow' after D a n Wall ace hummed a 
uitable tune. The many cards with good wishes from kindred societies were po tcd b the 

1able plan and were much admired and appreciated . 
Events during the past year have included a farily le ngthy walk in the area of t. 

\largaret's Bay, socials at Hallowe'en , Hogmanay a nd very early Spring. Our annual t. 
~ndrew's Dinner and Dance was held in Dove r Town Hall and attracted a capacity 
company. 

DOROTHY MACIARl.A I 

921. Northern Scottish Counties Association of Burns Clubs. Once more I report a 
good balance sheet for the year ending 31st May 1986. I am sorry to see 698 Turri ff Burns 
Club three years in arrears with their subscriptions a nd being removed from the roll . I 
1hall be in touch with this Club to find out the reason. I sha ll be passing a le tter regarding 
'lational Schoolchildren 's Competition 1986 to the Director of Education, Mr. Michie at 
Grampian Regional Headquarters, Woodhill House, Aberdeen. As a member of taff for 
Grampian Region and a great admirer of the work ca rried out by Mrs. Peggy Thom on . I 
am sure a team from Grampian could be arranged . The only proble m may be di tancc but 
there must be children in the North-East who would be happy to e nter this compctiti n . 

l'T lll'I llA! I 

926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Annual Supper was he ld in th e Gretna Cha c Hote l 
on Friday 24th January 1986. The 'Immortal M e mory' was proposed by Mr. John 
11axwell , the Founder President of the Rosamond Club. The toast to 'The Lasses' was by 
\Jr. John Wilson and the reply by Mrs. Ruby Hardisty . Kindred C lubs were proposed by 
llr · M. Robertson and replied to by members of Annan Ladies Burns Club and olway 
Burns Club. The Haggis was piped in by Pipe M ajor Stuart McNaughton and addr~ ed 
bi Mrs. C. McCaffrey Vice President and the 'Se lkirk Grace ' spoken by Mr . M. Wil~on . 

cretary. President Mrs. H. Faulder kept proceedings in order. Mr. N. Shearer recited 
Tam o' Shanter', songs were sung by Mr. D . Noble, Mrs. R . Hardisty, Mr. J . Brown and 
\Jr. J. McCaffrey , Mrs . M. Black , Mrs . J. C uthbertson. Recitation by Mr · · 
Dickson-Graham and Mr. J. Maxwell. Pianist was Mrs . E. H ardisty. A very enjoyable 
' eni ng. 

\fonthly club nights were well attended with me mbers e njoyi ng the aried 
niertainment offered the November meeting was a St. Andrews progra~m~ when th e 
llertainment was by the children from Glenzie r School who h.ad . earlier m t~~ ye~r 

represented the region in the Childrens Verse Speaking and Smgmg Competition m 
Glenrothes Fife. 

I RYWll .0~ 

'27. Tarbolton Bachelors' Club of Edmonton. This unique littl e Club continue to 
iunction very well as a discussion group on Burns a nd his works. The Annual Supper wa 
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held on Monday January 27, with all sixteen members either accounted for or I 
attendance. The incoming President, Alex Lauchlan , took over from Ian Nicol who h· 

1 had a very successful year in the chair. After an excellent and traditional meal tl 1 

members discussed several aspect of Burns's life. It was must enjoyable evening and oi I 
at which the Bard would have felt very comfortable. 

The Club met five times including the summer barbecue at which the ladies "er. 11 

entertained. During the year the Club took delivery of its badge and lapel pin which 11 
11 

Green, Gold and Brown and depitcs a wee mouse having a nibble! 11 

R. M. ALU\ 

I 
930. The Wheatsheaf Burns Club. The Annual Supper held in the Masonic Hall 1 

Camelon on Wednesday 22nd January was once again a memorable night. Mr. Jam 
Anderson, Convenor of Central Regional Council , proposed the ' Immortal Memory' an 
gave all present a very interesting insight into the Life of the Bard , covering all aspe 
from childhood onwards. The toast to 'The Lasses ' was wittily presented by our Treasurer 
Tom Boyd , with the reply from Honorary Member , James B. Logan. Songs by William 
Mundie and Peter Henderson recitations by Birrell Davidson added to the evening1 
entertainment. The collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses amounted to £50. 

The Annual Club outing in September was by coach to Irvine via Largs. 81 
arrangement with the Irvine Burns Club, members enjoyed a conducted tour of tt 
Museum, much appreciated by everyone present due in no small measure to the effort1 1 

the Curator, Mr. David Smith. 

933. Busbiehill. Our 12th Anniversary Dinner was held in the Clubroom Crosshou 
o n Friday 24th January . The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Club Member Richar 
Fowler who put us on ' trial ' to test our knowledge of Robert Burns. Our Club memk 
proposed the other toasts, songs and readings. Matthew Thomson our wortt 
Vice-President was chairman. The Chieftain was carried by Hugh Dorans piped in t 
Pipe-Major William Spence and addressed by Secretary James Craig. Danny Black ar 
James Begg sang beautifully the songs of Robert Burns accompanied by Mrs. M' 
Thomson. 

Our St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on Friday 29th November in the Clubroor 
The toast to Scotland and St. Andrew was proposed by our very good Burnsian friend Bi 
Morrison , Past President of the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs and th 
entertainment by our other good friend Jim Dunnachie who played beautifully the tun' 
of Scotland on the accordion and Northumbrian pipes . Our Club gave instructions' 
Crosshouse and Springside Primary School-children and James Glass. Convenor f, 
School Competitions judged their best essays. President F. Todd and Mrs. I. Ander>< 
presented the winners with books of James Barke. Our Club visitor was Saltcoa· 
Glencairn Masonic Burns Club who gave us a full Burns evening , much to our deligh: 
We also had two coach tours--one we thoroughly enjoyed to Girvan-the other 1' 

ewton Stewart where we thought we had 'shares' in the rain but on our return to th· 
Club Room w~ had a happy social evening. We also accompani~d the Irvine Lasses.Bum 
Club to Bowhill ~ardenden Burns Club, Fife, where we enjoyed tremendous hosp.1taht1 

and intermixe d wnh them with songs in a social evening. Our Club laid wreaths JO Jui 
and January m the Burns Statue Square, Ayr. 

JAMES F CR~i<i 
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!35. Torbrex Inn Burns Club. The Rev. James Currie, Michael For yth MP, entral 
Region, Director of Education Ian Collie and Convener Ian Wyles ... The gue t Ii . tat the 
eleventh annual supper of Torbrex Burns Club read like a page from 'Who' Wh ·. nd 
!he excellence of the event in the Torbrex Inn on Friday was reflected in the calibre f the 
l!JCakers. Mr. Currie toasted the ' Immortal Memory' of the bard , Mr. For yth 'The 
Lasses' and was replied to by Mr. Collie. The vote of thanks on behalf of the guests wa~ 
given by Convenor Wyles. At the start of the evening, the haggis was carried in by 
Torbrex Inn manageress Lilias Duff accompanied on the pipes by Alistair Mochar. The 
address to the chieftain o' the puddin' race was given by Frank Gordon. 

Apathy was the main problem the Committee and Officials had to deal with this past 
vea r. It led to an Extraordinary General Meeting at which it was agreed overwhelmingly 
ihat the future membership of people not participating in social events other than the 
Annual Supper would have to be reviewed. These social events included a boat trip on 
Loch Lomond and two highly successful barbecues. There were also bothy night for the 
boy but the Lassies were catered for at the Annual Dance where they were given ample 
opportunity to display their new frocks. 

DA YID C. GRI DLA Y (V1cc-Ch11irman) 

'op Table at the Torbrex Inn Burns Club annual dinner. 
Photo: Whyler Studio, Stirling 
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936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. The supper was held in Woodlands Centre 
President Helen Bell capably steered us through a very successful evening's programll' 
We were delighted to have, as our principal guest, Tom Mcllwraith , PastPresidentof: 
Burns Federation, accompanied by his wife Helen. Tom gave an excellent 'lmmor 
Memory' toast, holding the interest of his audience throughout. The toast to T 
Laddies' was ably proposed by Club Treasurer and Past President , Mae McEwan and• 
well replied to by President Jack Lovie of Irvine Burns Club in his own distinctr 
humorous manner. 

The club has had another busy and varied year. Our syllabus covered a wide field 
interests-Glencoe, Tam o' Shanter, Highland Games and Oral History, to name but 
few. A coach load of members and partners visited Bowhill Club in May and spent t 
convivial, social evening as guests of the Fife club. The summer outing to Ellisland• 
marred by torrential rain all day but even this could not quench the natural high spirit1 
the Lasses. High tea was enjoyed at Dumfries. 

The Lasses Club instigated a move to other Burns Clubs in the town which resulted 
the joint clubs holding a schools competition throughout the schools in the new town are. 
Tn spite of the industrial action in the schools this was a very successful first attempt ot 
such a competition in the town . 

Our annual coffee morning was directed towards raising our donation towards the 
Kilmarnock Conference funds. Member of the club again contributed to the local 
newspaper for the blind Christmas programme tapes. 

St. Andrews Night went with a swing as usual. Andrew Boyle gave a thought provokinf 
'Toast to Scotia ' . Entertainers were Frank Bryson , reader, Betty Vogwell and Da11J 
McKenzie, singers with Jean Keen, pianist. Altogether a successful year for the club ar 
we now look forward to meeting fellow Burnsians a nd renewing old friendships at tt 
Federation Conference in Kilmarnock . 

AN E GI• 

939. Griffin Burns Club. The Annual Supper on Friday 24th January 1986washeld ii 
Gartcosh Social Club, where a large turn-out of cronies and friends were welcomed bi 
President Jim Chalmers who informed us that the programme would be by Club membe~ 
only, this for the first time since our inception. A most excellent evening followed , crom< 
Chalmers performing the herculian task of chair duty and proposing the 'Immo_rtal 
Memory'. Past President George McLeod addressed 'The Haggis', Cronie W1l11 am 
McAfee 'The Lasses '. Songs and readings , and musical selections by various crome> 
rounded out a grand programme enjoyed by all. 

St. Andrew's Night Dinner Dance was very well attended . ' Bothy Nicht' and 'LadsanJ 
Lassies Nicht' both well attended, repeats of both in great demand and already in hand 

WILLIAM ADAI 

941. The Robert Burns Club of San Diego. The ninth annual Burns Supper was held on 
the 25t_h Janu_ary 1986 at the Bahia Hotel , overlooking scenic Mission Bay in San Diego 
This d1stmgu1shed event, which played to over 400 people, was the climax of a 1 e~ 
successf~ l yea_r for our club. The highlight of the evening was the toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory delivered by that eloquent and imaginative speaker, Mr. John Smith 01 

Clackmannans~ 1. re. J<?hn demonstrated a remarkable capacity to exhilarate our Amencan 
guc t~ not familiar with the bard , as well as our regular Burns stalwarts. He recil'ed 1 

tandmg ovatio~. Ou_r club is indebted to John for this unique experience and for the 
hared fellow hip dunng his stay here. 
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The Committee of the Robert Burns Club of San Diego. 

Other highlights of the year were excellent social evenings held in Jul y and October of 
1985. These evenings included dinner and provided the opportunity for the many talented 
people of our Club to entertain the company . 

Our Club welcomes all visitors to San Diego to meet with us at the 'Book and and le ' 
restaurant (formerly 'Ten Downing') where our monthly committee and regular meeting 
are held on the first and third Tuesdays of the month . 

9~3. The Humberside Burns Society. Leafing through my diary for the pas t ye~r ~or 
IOmethmg to say in this report , I noticed that we are more involved with other oc1et 1 c~ 
lh.an we used to be . This is all to the good , for by such meetings we arc extendi ng or 
frie ndship, especially with kindred spirits who have much in common. 

1 thmk it is generally agreed that one of the highlights of the year in ~orkshire is the 
~ots Soc1et1es' County Ball, which was he ld in April last year in Leeds . My 
ongratulat1ons to the Leeds Society who hosted the event so superbly· 

In June a part of use went to Sheffield for the Yorkshire District Federation Bowl 
~~mament , quiz finals and A.G .M. This was followed by a trip to St. Giles Cathedral in 

mburgh for the dedication of the Burns Memorial Window. 
Our St. Andrews Dinner in November was held as usual in Hull Univer ity and thi wa 

IOOn followed by our President ' s Christmas Lunch in December. 
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At our Burns Supper in January the chief guest of the evening was Councillor ]
1 

Paton, Lord Mayor of Kingston upon Hull , and a fellow Scot. A grand night washadt 
all, and I look forward to the Society's future activities. 

GRAHAM HARLI 

Ex-Scots Guardsman, Councillor Jim Paton, Lord Mayor of Kingston upon Hull, tries his hand 
at the bagpipes, much to the apprehension of President Ken McRae and Piper Bill Munro. 

Photo : Hull and Grimsby Newspapers 

944. 'Alamo' Burns Club. The 227th Anniversary of the birth of our National.Bara 
was celebrated by the 'Cronies ' of the 'Alamo' Burns Club on 22nd January, 1986, in th< 
lounge of 'The Alamo'. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. John Young. 
minister of Castlehead Church, Paisley, who, after intimating to the full house. 0 

members present , that this was the first time he had been invited to be the principal 
speaker at a 'Pub Club', went on to provide that it was certainly not the first time that he 
had spoken on Burns , a nd his life and works; the rapt attention of his audience , coupled 
with the standing ovation which he was accorded at the conclusion of his speech, 11 a' 
proof of this fact. 

ln April 1985 , representat ives from all the Federated Burns Clubs in Renfrewshire 
were invited to a meeting in the home of Dr. H. McGilp , of.the Greenock Burns Club. in 
order to elect a representative for the Renfrewshire Area of Burns Clubs, owing to th'. 
death of Mr. Robert Miller. It was agreed that Mr. Wm. (Bill) Williamson of 'Alamo 
Burn _ Club be e lected as Renfrewshire Area Representative and Secretary, with Dr 
McGilp elected as Presiden t ; it was also agreed that Mr. R. MacFarlan, who had tendered 
)l)~ 



his resignation as President , be elected as Honorary President in recognition f hi car. 
of work and service in the Burns movement . 

On Sunday, 30th June , 1985 , Past Presidents of the Club , Mr. Wm . William n and 
\fr. A. Smith attended the Robert Burns Memorial Window Service of Dedicati n in t. 
Giles Cathedral; in September , Secretary J . Fisher and Past President Mr. J. Fryar were 
among 6 members of the Club who attended the London Conference. 

9-15. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. The Annual Burns Dinner once again 
was held at St. Patrick's Centre , Huddersfield , on Saturday 25th January. President Mr. 
David Medlen welcomed over 100 members and friends guests included Sir Graham and 
Lady MacMillan, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jack, President of Huddersfield St. Andrew' 
Society. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by or Jimmy Davie , Life Pre ident of the 
Burns Federation, Plymouth Burns Club and our own Society. The Haggis wa piped in 
by our Honorary Piper Mr. Peter Whitwham and addressed in true Burnsian fa hion by 
~goes Davie. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given in humorous fashion by ir Graham 
MacMillan. After the formalities the evening included a Highland Dancing display by 
Lynn Moir and the evening concluded with dancing . 

Our calendar for the last year included our Hogmanay Dance, our float in the Mayor's 
Parade, where we depicted a Highland Gathering, won ourselves 2nd prize, the West 
Yorkshire Highland Gathering , where our tent is a lways a big success. The Scots unty 
Ball at Leeds, an excellent night. The Yorkshire District Burns AGM/Bowling/Quiz 
finals in Sheffield and finally a number of our members attended the Burns entenary 
Conference in London . 

Kirklees Scottish Highland Association's Burns Dinner: President Dav_id MedlenMSe~71~ary Mrs. Elsie Medlen, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jack (Huddersfield St . Andrew's). Sir Graham ac 1 an, 
dy Christine MacMillan and Piper Peter Whitwham. 

Photo: Huddersfield Examiner 



946. Calgary Burns Club. This year our 1 Oth Anniversary Dinner was held on Januan 
27th , attended by 300 guests . President Ken Rogerson , welcomed the guests with th 
toast to 'The Queen ', grace by Ron Girardu and Loyal Toast by Bob Watson. the 
removes by Neil Stewart. The address to the Haggis was delivered by the champion of 
them all Past President Graham Underwood. The Tarbolton Bachelors toast was doneb) 
George Marshall , followed by a pipe selection by Piper J. Whitelock. Then followed 
the ' Immortal Memory', a great one by the Rev. James Currie from Dunlop, Ayrshire 
whose son Dr. Jim Currie, a Club member gave the memory in 1983. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was given in song and verse, by Bards Nolan, Osborne, Moffat, Ferrier and 
Robinson. Patron 's greetings from B. Grant McEwan, 'Holy Willie's Prayer' by Jack 
Whyte . Toast to absent friends by Bob Willson followed by 'Tam o' Shanter' by Sand) 
Morrison . The evening closed with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

We had our Ladies Night, in February, or barbecue at the Willson Ranch in June, and 
our golf tourney at Shawnee Slopes in August, where we had a guest from the Covent!) 
Jolly Beggars , Eric Davies. 

ANDY HAY 

951. Birnbeck Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Winter Gardens, 
Weston-super-Mare on 25th January , 1986. The Haggis borne in by Past President Bill Le 
Breton was addressed by John Guthrie. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed b) 
Jim Halfpenny in an impressive and entertaining manner. He was thanked by Past 

Birnbeck ~urns Club President John Smart with his wife, Winifred, and other members at the 
1986 Anniversary Dinner held at the Winter Gardens We t M , s on-super- are. 

Photo: Weston Mercury 
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Pre ident Tony Snook i,n an origina! fashion by singi.ng his thanks after the tylc of ilbcrt 
· Sullivan. The toast The Lasses was proposed m an extremely witty manner by Jan 

Davidson and responded to equally wittily by Dorothy Snook . The toast 'To Absent 
Friends' was proposed by Roy Medley. Vi sitors were honoured in a toa t propo cd b 
Richard Gee and Cednc Platt responded on behalf of the guests. 

The Annual General Meeting was held in April 1986 and the President's Night dinner 
dance in May, 1985. The annual treasure hunt was held in August and a succes ful skittles 
mningwas held in September , 1985 . The St. Andrews Dinner dance took place on 30th 
~ovember, 1985 at the Winter Gardens , Weston-super-Mare. The toast to 'The Lando' 
Cakes' was proposed by Robert Dickson. The toast 'The Land we Live In ' was pr posed 
by Past President Jim Dickson and responded to by Burnsia n Ron H arri on, the 
Chairman of Woodspring District Council. Preside nt John Smart was in the chair. In 
\larch, 1986 a social evening was held at the Arosfa Hote l, W eston -super-Marc, when 
members enjoyed an illustrated talk on Iceland by Bill Hudson. 

BILL If' BRf'.10 

954, Newton Burns Club. 24th Annual Supper held in Ayr Ex-servicemen's lub n 
list January. President Bert Diamond welcomed membe rs and guests and reminded 
everyone next year is our Silver Anniversasry. Piper Davie D ay played in the haggis and 
Derek Diamond addressed it. Matt McCubbin in proposing the ' Immortal Memory' 
maintained the high standard for which the club is known locally . The whole evening was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all , but the highlight was George Ba ird and Alex Smith 's rcnditi n 
11 'The Twa Dogs', both suitably dressed , portrayed the characters in a manner Rabbic 
1mself would have approved . The night ended with us a ll resolved tae meet some ithcr 

day. 
ALEX BAIRI) 

956. Nantwich and District Scottish Society. We celebrated our Annual Burns upp~r 
dnd Dance on Friday , 24th January 1986 at the O akley Centre, Crewe, where the Haggis 
a piped in by Bernard Elliott . The proceedings were presided over by Pre ident Jo~n 
tewart and the toast to the ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Jim Fyfe , who wa in 

. d form. The toast 'The Lasses ' was proposed by Ian Douglas in a witty sp~ech ba ~d 
on his horticultural background. The response by Mrs. Joan Stewart was uccinct and. 1~ 
keeping with the occasion. John Frood had , as usual , given the ' Address to the Haggi · · 
~n energetic evenings dancing was thoroughly enjoyed by those present , involving about 
\ 

The annual Ceilidh was held on Friday , 28th February 1986 , at t~e Memorial H~IL 
l\1staston , where a packed audience enjoyed an eve nings e nte rtainment ~f ~cotttsh 
Dancing and pipe music with contributions from Polish and Welsh Choirs, recitation by 
members and an accordion recital. The evening was organised and introduced by M · 
\lastai r Airth. 

S. F STAPl FS 

957· The Ottawa Burns Club. The 1986 Annual Burns Supper on 25th January .was 
attended by over 130 people. The ladies received tarta n and heather corsa.ges on am ~ 1 · 
then the traditional meal and entertainment was enjoyed by a ll. The haggis wa. piped in 
by Archie Morrison and ably addressed by our President, D ave Green . The Immorta~ 
~lemory' was proposed by Ann Gregor. Mike Weir proposed the toa 1 to ·The La cs 

nd Diane Stevenson replied. 
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Our hogmanay party was also a successful event with over a hundred people welcomin in the New Year. Our monthly meetings covered a variety of activities. In the summer 'e held a very successful barbecue and golf day at the holiday trailer of George Urquhan. and our club displayed information on Burns at the Ottawa Highland Games and at tli. Scottish Heritage Day in the Billings Estate. In the fall we had a film night , a pot luck supper to celebrate St. Andrew's day and an entertaining evening learning some Scottish country dances under the able instruction of Ray and Douglas Reid. January's meeting was a games night and in February Bill Cochrane gave the members a fascinating audio-visual presentation illustrating the role of the sons and daughters of Scotland on th world 's postage stamps. In March we had a Beetle Drive followed by dessert and coffet We look forward to more entertaining evenings in the year ahead. 

Top Table at Ottawa Club's Burns Supper: (seated) Carol Green, Dave Green (President), Wilma Jardine, Stuart Jardine (Vice-President); (middle row) Ann Gregor, Rosemary D'Aust, Aileen Morrison, Vic Gensey, June Gensey, Archie Morrison; (rear row) James Gem mell, Professor Maclennan, Ray Reid, Douglas Reid and Pamela Gemmell. 

958. Clan MacGregor Lodge. On 15th Janua ry nearly 100 members and friends ga th ered fo r our Annu al Burns Suppe r. G eorge Keith served as Master of Ceremonies. and . Robe rt Pea rson proposed the ' Immortal Me mory ' . The Luthiers presented a fine mu.s1ca l programme upported by the piping of John R ecknagle , using his new pipes which were o nce owned by H . R . H . The Duke o f Windsor. Wendy Babula entertained the a cmblcd gue t with H ighla nd da nces . 

ltJ, 



The Club has recently made fraternal contacts with the D etroi t Bu 1 b d 
h 

ms u . an veral 
members of t at group attended our suppe r. A highlight of t he e · h 

d 
. . . venmg wa w en 

Humphrey MacDonal , who 1s active m the work of the N orth A mer·c A · · 
Cl b 1 d h 

· · f , . • a n oc1at1on 
Burns u s, e t e smgmg o The Star of Rabb1e Burns'. It is o ur ho e th t h 

1 
·11 ft · h f P a t e e new fraterna contacts w1 ouns or our mutual bene fit . 

KEN ETll F Mc ARTNI') 

Past-President of the Burns Federation, Mollie Rennie, leads the sing-song of Larkhall Burns 
Club at McWhirter Homes. 

Photo : Hamilton Advertiser 

~2 · Caledonian Society of Pretoria South Africa. The Annual Supper wa held. on 
~th January at Koedoesport Club Pretoria, a tte nded by 120 people, mostly ex-patriots 
11 1th others of Scottish descent . 

Bob .Ballantyne, who was the main organiser , we lcom ed everyone present . Dunca n 
McP.ha1J then gave a very moving 'Immo rta l M em o ry' w hich must have been well 
received by the thunderous applause give n. Mr. Al an Tho m the n gave the 'Selkirk Grace· 
lllth a few additions. Afte r the haggis had been piped in , the story of the haggi~ and then 
the address to it was given by Chief W . W . G reen . 

Chief's Night at Wingate Park Country C lub l 4th Septe m ber 1985. W · v-: · Green and 
\fary Green installed as Chief and L ady Preside nt of Ca ledoni a n ociet:. of Pretoria . 230 
pe?p.le present-speeches, pipe band , Highl and d a ncing e tc. . 

Kirkmg of the Chi ef' . on Sunday 3rd Novem ber 1985; Oath of Allegiance to the 

111•1 



r..,,... 

Society taken by Chief and Chieftains at Wesleyan Methodist Church Pretor 
Officiating Minister Rev . A . Western (Hon . Chaplain to the Society) attendance r 
Pretoria Scottish Gathering to be held at the Pioneer Open Air Museum, Silverto 
Pretoria on 8th March 1986. Gathering of the Clans from near and far. Highland gam 
with dancing , pipe bands etc. attendance expected 2,000. 

ROSEMARY MILLAR 

963. Cotgrave Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 25th January in the 
Belvoir Suite, Cotgrave . The haggis was piped in by Mr. George Philips and carried in bi 
Mrs. J . Easson as Poosie Nancy. The address to the haggis was given by Mr. S. Ferns. The 
'Selkirk Grace' was said by Mrs . E. Ferns . After the meal was served the 'lmmort2 
Memory' was given by Mr. W. Ferns. Afterwards songs and poems were given bysomeol 
the members and visitors from Thringstone. Mr. W. Easson proposed a toast to tht 
artistes after a disco which finished at 11 .30 pm . Everyone had an enjoyable evening. 

We had an Easter bonnet and buffet on 30th March and we welcomed 12 visitors from 
Thringstone for the evening. 

ELIZABETH FER\S 

969. Huddersfield St. Andrews Society. Burns' Night was celebrated at the Marmaville 
Country Club, Mirfield , on Friday 24th January, 1986. Some 150 members and their 
guests were welcomed to the function by President Bill Jack , a native of Inverness. Once 
again Agnes and Jimmy Davie demonstrated their skills , Agnes in addressing the Haggis 
and Jimmy in proposing the toast to the ' Immortal Memory'. The evening was a great 
success with many of the gathering participating enthusiastically in the dancing. 

St. Andrew's Night , held on 29th November 1985 , attracted some 130 members and 
their guests . The company enjoyed some grand speeches with Canon Reg. Smith, Rector 
and Dean of Bury, who proposed the toast 'Scotland For Ever ', excelling. 

IAN DITTHIE 

971. North Berwick Burns Club. One hundred and ninety-five members and guests 
attended the Club's eighty-seventh Anniversary Dinner in the Marine Hotel, North 
Be rwick. President , Roddy Mitchell , proposed the ' Immortal Memory' and ot_her 
speakers were as follows : 'Oor Native Soil ', Archie Mathieson , Reply-Archie Baird; 
'The Lasses ', Lorne Campbell , Reply-Jennifer Cox and 'Oor Auld Toon' Thomas 
D_a vidson . Song_ were rendered by Charles Atkinson , accompanied by Nancy Mitchell. 
wife ? f the President . The pipe r was 13 year old Jane Cunningham . Past President Jim 
Cunningham proposed th~ vote of thanks for an evening enjoyed by all. 

The annual Burns Shield Golf Competition again attracted a record entry from 
members of all the golf clubs in th e town. 

MARGARET ANN CRAWFORD 

972. Don Valley Caledonian Society. Burns Supper January 25th 1986. 
Dances to be he ld March, 29th 1986; July 12th 1986; August 30th 1986 and St. Andre"' 

Dance ove rn ber 29th 1986. 

~(}() 
ROBERT J. S\!!Tll 



'75. Elliot Lake Burns Club. This year was our Eighth Annual Burn uppe r and wa 
attended by over 200 people . Our President Mrs. Margaret Sargent welcomed member 
and guests. ~he 'Selkirk Grace' was said by Mrs. Glynis Nolan. The Haggi wa then 
piped i? by Bill and Sand~ Ro~s (fathe_r and son) and carried in by Mr. John argent and 
the whisky by Mrs. Joanie Miller. Bnan Palmer did a very good job of addre ing the 
Haggis. The toast to 'The Lasses' was made by Mr. Sandy Glasgow, whil t the reply n 
their behalf was given by Mrs. Claire Dimock (Canadian) to a standing ovation. This year 
the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. Bert Brown covering the humorou and 
personal life of the man's great works. Mr. Peter Donohoe sang 'The Star O Rabbi 
Burns' and 'My Ain Folk' with Margaret Smith on piano , very much enjoyed by 
everyone. We were later entertained by the McLeod Scottish Dancers from ault te 
Marie, who gave exhibitions of both Highland and Scottish Country Dancing . We he ld a 
raffle of a $2,000 trip to anywhere-Mr. Ed. Fleming and his wife will be enjoying a trip 
back to the homeland sometime in June , he was thrilled to bits. As in previous years we 
held a St. George's night for our English community . We also had our annual picnic at a 
well known beach and our St. Andrew's Night. 

GLYNIS NOLAN 

976. Hopetoun Laddies Burns Club. On this our 9th Annual Supper the ' Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by one of our most talented members , Mr. J . Cockrill. He ha in 
all previous years contributed in verse , song and music. Addressing the haggis wa Mr. 
Young and the toasts carried out by Mr. J. Urwin 'The Lasses'; Mr. D . Fleming 'The 
Village'; Mr. W. Napier 'The Club'. Throughout the evening the Club select contributed 
inverse and song as the night was ably guided by Club President Mr. T. Jeffrey. The lub 
would also like to thank Mr. D. Connors , Piper; Mrs . J . Henderson , violin and Mr. R. 
McArthur, elocution . 

This year our float for the Children 's Gala took the shape of Snow White 's cottage . 
Snow White, Secretary's wife Lynne Young , and her assortment of Dwarfs all lub 
members toured the village in their cottage on wheels singing and dancing as they handed 
out sweets to the children. A most enjoyable day was had by all who took part. 

CHA RLES YO G 

980. Niagara Falls Canada Burns Club. A fine attendance of 132 member and gue _t 
were welcomed by Club President Bill Molloy to our 60th Annual Bur_n ~ Supper held in 
the Stamford Lions Hall , Niagara Falls , on 25th January 1986. A JOint toast to the 
·Immortal Memory' was proposed by two good friends of our Cl_ub , Andy McKay and 
John Gallagher from Rochester , N.Y ., two of the finest after-dinner speaker a:ound 
who left us with the works and deeds of Robert Burns ringing in our ears. On the lighte r 
side Alex Crawley proposed a humorous toast to 'The Lasses' but May Crawley_wa not 
to be outdone and more than held her own with an excellent reply. Warm gree_ting a~d 
best wishes for our 60th Burns Supper were received from the Premier of Ontario , David 
Peterson, who commended the Club on our efforts to preserve the memory of our great 
poet. 

As well as our monthly meetings, Club picnic held at John and Bunty Phillips' cotta~c , 
Oub GolfTournament and the N.A.A .F.B. Annual Meeting , last year mark_ed ou~ fir t 
try at furtheri ng the interest of our New York neighbours in the b~rd by having a urn 
tent at the First Annual Scottish Festival held by the Amherst Historical Mu eum . 

BILL MOLLOY 
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984. Macquarie-Stewart Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Night was held on a wa 
summer Saturday evening, 8th February 1986, on the premises of the well-appointed 
West Epping Bowling Club. The President proposed 'The Loyal Toast' and the eventsof 
the evening were introduced and kept moving on schedule by Mr. Charlie Brown, our 
entertaining M.C. The Haggis was piped in by our Treasurer, Mr. Les MacDonald who 
was splendidly and appropriately attired in his ancient MacDonald kilt. Mr. John Aird addressed 'The Haggis' and he was ably assisted by Mr. Alex Fraser and Mr. Da1id 
Taylor. In fact happily assisted in both the Haggis and the 'Creatur' . Mr. Tom McKnight 
delivered the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' and covered many facets of the Bard's life. with wit, anecdotes and quotations . The audience loved it and at the conclusion of the toast, Tom received enthusiastic, well-deserved and sustained applause. 

Epping District Pipe Band provided rousing nostalgia for all and the band's big 
drummer David, showing rare talent, doubled up as a highly competent Highland dancer. Calls to David to combine both his talents at the same time were declined. Even the 
subtle and persuasive powers of 'Johnnie Walker' were to no avail. Our talented singer. Mr. Alex Parker was again given a big welcome and his rendition of the 'Star of Rabbie 
Burns' was excellent. He returned later in the evening with a medley of Scottish favourites to an appreciative and lively audience. At our previous Burns nights, 20 year 
old Miss Sandra Taylor has been a willing and cheerful helper. This year was no exception and her friendliness and happy disposition played an important part in the success of the evening. 

E. McCOLGA\ 

MacOuarie Stewart Burns Club's committee: E. McColgan, D. Taylor (President) and M Taylor (rear). C. Brown, Mrs. N. McColgan, Mrs. J . Taylor, J. Bird, Mrs. and Mr. L. Macdonald 



. Robert. Burns Soci~ty of Annapolis. Our Club's Supper wa he ld in the Knight. f 
~1hias Hall m Annapolis . A sell-out crowd of 150 attended and enjoyed a fi ne di nner. 
David Morehead addressed the haggis magnificently and set the tone for the evening. h 
Selkirk Grace' was given by Rev. C. David Jones , Pastor of St . Andrew' Meth di. t 
Church in Gingerville-and the 'Immortal Memory' was de live red by Ja me D . 
\kPherson. Pipers Linda Currie, Dick Huebschman and Bob H e ine piped the haggi in . 
\1ce President Jack MacKay delivered a light-hearted chauvinistic toa t to 'The La e ·• 
and was promptly put in place by the 'Glasgow Lasses ' , Jean Hurd , Marion E lser, S ett 
Jenkins, and Theresa Widerman. Following the formalities, a wonderful e ilidh kept the 
150 attendees in rare mood-lots of Scottish singing- led by our enterta ine r for the 
mning, Roy Munro and Ralph Melville , better known as 'The Highlandaires'. Roy and 
Ralph have been mainstays of our entertainment for the last three years and we owe them 
a great 'Thank You'. Our newest ventures-The Robert Burns Fiddlers and The Robert 
Burns Singers also entertained, and were enthusiastically received by the crowd . 
President John Dodds, Vice President Jack MacKay and Carole and H elen , the ir wive , 
did yeoman's work in putting on once again a very successful Burns Nicht Supper. 

December bus trip to see Argyll & Sutherland Pipe Band. Burn Hogmanay Party. 
22nd February-Robert Burns Society of Annapolis participated in Ethnic Fair wi th 
di plays and information on the Society , and had fiddlers , singers and Sco ttish Highl and 
and country dance performances . 4th April-Roberts Burns Society of A nnapoli is 
1ponsoring a concert by The Alexander Brothers. Mid-May- A boat trip on Che apeake 
Bay to greet the QE2 as she leaves Maryland. June-July-Concerts by Robert Burns 
Society of Annapolis. November-Annual General Meeting. Our dancing, singing and 
fiddling groups meet weekly. 

RODD! BR STRO t 

992. Marchbank Burns Club. Our 27th Annual Supper took place in the 11 te l as 
lll'ays, this year on 31st January . Jim Tait presided , as we ll as giving an amu ing Bards 

oration , he told of the 'Up Helly Aa' celebrations in Shetland , which he had attended . 
hn Fraser addressed the haggis and following the grace after meat , our Secret~ ry Rab 

.utherland sang our Club song 'Frae A' the Airts '. Jim Johnsto~e, propo mg the 
Immortal Memory', gave one of the most factual , interestin.g and ~ncere toa t ever 

heard at the Club. He deservedly received the customary standtng ovation . A.rthur Luca 
toasted 'The Lasses' in his expected amusing, yet respectful manner. Br!l .R am ay, 
·roposing 'The Club and Absent Friends' , gave apologies for ab~ence fr~m ~rlhe hank 
ho ?ad suffered a family bereavement and Jock Martin , now tn h1 m~d 0 and down 
:thmfluenza. A programme, signed by all present , was sent to Jock . Bill al o read out a 

recently compiled 'Roll of Honour' and told of the Club's early years . 
. Annual General Meeting, November 1985. It was unanimous!y agreed , that a ' Rol~~f 

f'.onour' showing the names of all deceased members be compiled . Messr · E. Mc · 
Ramsay and W. Shanks were appointed to carry out this task . 

ROBERTSUTHERI A'iD 

· St. Andrew Lodge. The Annual Burns Supper was he ld on F: iday 31 t J anuarT~n 
.e Masonic Hall Kilmarnock the Chairman for the night being Jan GGhee.. e 

(h · ' ' h h ' !kirk race wa . airman we!comed all the guests with usual St . Andrew warmt : t ~ e B b Halbert 10 "en bv Wilham Buntain and the Haggis was ceremoniously earned m by 0h. f .. · , . h 'Great 1e tam was e tune There Was a Lad' played by Piper John Logan. t e 



addressed in a very enthusiastic and vigorous manner by Jackie Farrell. The 'Immona. 
Memory' was proposed by David Maxwell , reminding all that the Kilmarnock Edition 
would celebrate its 200th Anniversary this year. The toast 'Tae the Lasses' and the repli 
were in the hands of husbancl, and wife team, Eric and Iris Bell. The toast was both 11i~ 
and sincere and the reply was in the same vein. At the finish the contest was declared a 
draw. Readings were given by Bob Halbert and Robert Brown while the Songs of Bums 
were sung by Michael Evans with his usual charm. The readings and songs were greatly 
appreciated by the company. The toast 'Artistes and Stewards' was given by Sam Davies. 
A vote of thanks to the Chairman and principal speakers was given by President Jimm) 
McDowall. The tables were cleared and we danced the night away into the wee sma' 
hours. At the conclusion everyone voted the night a huge success . 

R.GHEE 

999. Dumfries and District Round Table Burns Club. The Annual Supperwasheldon 
January 13th 1986 at the Globe Inn, Dumfries. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed bi 
David Thomson, a regional council planning official and the excellent maiden speech. It 
was to David spoke of the Fellowship of Burns Time with Tarbolton Bachelors' Club, his 
masonic acquaintances so often involved with his works and defended him as a man loyal 
to his country, an instigator and member of the local militia. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by John Elliot, a retired Chief Inspector 
responding to a '999' call and talked of Burns's many Jove songs inspired by the women in 
his life . 

The toast to 'Round Table of Britain and Ireland' was proposed by Area 47 Chairman 
Stuart Laing and replied to by Mr. Alan McFarlane. Ian Whitehead proposed 'Our 
Guests and Artistes' which was replied to by David Shankland MBE. . 

Entertainment included a marvellous Tam o' Shanter from 84 year old David 
Campbell, songs from William Williamson, music from Ewan McGowan (accordion) Ian 
Kirkpatrick (fiddle) and recitations from assorted tablers . Ian Caldwell (Table Chairman) 
was in the Chair for the night. 

NEIL STRE\'l\S 

1003. Whiteadder Burns Club. For once the weather proved kind to the faithful and 
our Annual Burns Supper was held in warmth and comfort in the Allanton Inn on 
Monday 3rd February , 1986. Past Master Tim Ainslie BEM, piped in the haggis an.d It 
was addressed by Willie Leith in his usual pawky manner. The main toast of the evening. 
the _' lmm~>nal Memory' was proposed in fine style by Rev. D. G. Lindsay the Eyemouth 
Parish. Minister, who certainly did not consider Robert Burns a paragon of virtues but 
underlined many facets in his make-up which has endeered him to a world-wide audience. 
Arthur Dougal , Peter Craig and Bruce Thomson Jed the entertainment with a 
star-stu?ded . cast. W. L._ A. McCreath in proposing the Club gave a thoughtful and 
~nter.esting discourse , whilst Sandy Watson proposed a toast to 'The Lasses' in his 011 n 
1mm1table style. Past Master Ainslie played a stirring collection on the pipes and all too 
soon the rafters dirled to Auld Lang Syne . 

JOHN SMITH WALKER 

l~S. Tamworth and District Scottish Society. The Society's Burns Night was held on 
Friday 24th Jan.uary 1985 at the Tower Suite , Drayton Manor , Tamworth . An extreme!) 
ucce ful evening was had by an a tte ndance of 283 persons. All of whom wined. dined 

~04 



and danced. The music was provided by the Peter Russell Trio who as is expected gave an 
excellent performance. 

The Society has held eleven functions furing 1985/1986. These have ranged from a '40 • 
evening when we were all taken down memory lane to life in the 1940' among t the 
soldiers and evacuees. Our St. Andrews Dinner Dance in November which wa once 
again a successful evening to our. Lassies and Laddies Night in February and March 
respecttvely , when we were entertained to two extravaganza concerts. All functions were 
well attended by members and guests , all of whom had thoroughly enjoyable evening . 

A. LA"llMIR 

1007. Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island. No whisky will be served! This 
was the startling pronouncement delivered to the Burns Committee ten days before our 
biggest event of the year. Why? What to do? For a committee putting on a Burn upper 
this situation was unthinkable. Who was the villain in this tragedy? After much painful 
investigation by the Chairman and Secretary the answers came slowly but irrevocably. 
Due to the type of liquor licence held by our venue, their liability in urance could not be 
renewed. Insurance companies (Lloyds of London included) simply would not write a 
policy covering this type of liability because establishments dispensing liquor arc being 
held legally responsible for serving patrons who overindulge . With over 500 reserved 
tickets ready to be mailed, we needed action. Changing the venue was a po sibi lity; but 
lhe size of our party made it impossible on such short notice. We were fortunate to 
receive excellent legal advice from one of our supporters Mr. Kenneth Beaver, an 
attorney. 

The programme opened with toasts proclaimed to the President of the United tate by 
G. Richmond Cargill, Chief of Clan Cameron No. 7, O.S.C. , Her Majesty the Queen by 
Elsie M. Stafford, President of Daughters of Argyle, Ladies Auxiliary No . 83, Robert 
Burns by William McQuattie, President of St. Andrew's Society of Rhode Island , and 
Grace before supper by Isabella Fregeolle, Chaplain , daughters of Argyle . Alexander 
Malcolm once again acted as Master of Ceremonies, and a new participant Kenneth 
\1acGregor, delivered the' Address to the Haggis' . Another new face Scott Fra er, gave 
his first 'Immortal Memory' which was very ably done and well received by the group. 

ELIZAB Tll MacLEA 

1008. Caledonian Society of West Cumberland. The Ellen bank. Hot~I , Birkby ~a the 
venue for the Annual Burns Supper. Pipe-Major Bill Todhunter piped m the haggi t? be 
honourably addressed by Ian Bennett. After a traditional supper the company received 
lllth enthusiasm the toast to the ' Immortal Memory' by President Ken Mc~ean? and the 
toast to 'The Lasses' and the reply by Past Presidents David Allan and h1 wife Rena. 
Guest singers to provide our entertainment on this occasion were Ros~ and onrad 
Uhrig, Dorothy Chambers. and David Wilson all expertly accompanied by Fre.da 
~°?dyer at the piano. Bill Rodger recited 'To A Louse' followed by ~avid ~llan wit~ 
Epistle To Davie A Brother Poet'. Spirited singing of 'The Star 0 Rabbi e 8 .urn 

I ' · · bi ccomplt hed competed the proceedings except for the duty of thanking the artistes , a y a 
by Bill Rodger. . 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated at the Westland Hotel, Workington wit~ the 
~rlisle Caledonia Pipe Band in attendance and dancing to t~c excell~nt mu ic b 
\1usical World'. The annual syllabus of events was completed with a vanety of event 
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including the Presidents At Home, Founders Night, A Spring Party with wine tasting.a 
Christmas party, slide shows and talks on 'Peru' by local explorer Jack Carswell, 'A 
Journey in Scotland' and 'Mountain Magic' a study of Lakeland, by David Keale) rj 
Cockermouth Mountain Rescue Team. A trip to Scotland's Safari Park and Bannockbum 
was blessed with one of the few sunny days in June and a bowls competition produceda 
welter of fun. 

GEORGE LINSCOIT GOO 

1009. Edmonton Scottish Society. The Society's Supper and Dance was held on 25tb 
January at the Society's Centre, Grant MacEwan Park, with a capacity crowd in 
attendance. President Bob Allan was in the chair and Vice President Bill Gibson gave the 
'Address to a Haggis'. Dr. Michael Kelly, in town as guest of Edmonton Burns Club. 
proposed the toast to the ' Immortal Memory', the President gave a short toast to the ·r~a 
Lands', Derek Rennie proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and Ann Ferguson replied. 

The Society's activities during the year were extensive and varied. Both the senior and 
junior soccer clubs had a very successful season, the curling club continued to be popular. 
the Scottish country dance group continued to grow and dancers from all over Albe 
attended the Annual Banquet and Ball, there were five major cabaret shows featunng 
Valerie Dunbar and Ben Gunn, the Alexander Brothers and Gaberlunzie. The S1 
Andrew's Banquet and the Hogmanay Ball were sell-outs, several dinner danm. 
barbecues and Club nights were held; the Highland gathering in June was rained out b1 
the competitions were completed and the visiting dancers from all over Western Canada 
went home happy and slightly damp. The Society along with other groups in th·e·CJ" 
represented Scotland at the Annual Heritage Festival which attracts over 300,000 v1suo 
during the two-day event and is an excellent window on Scotland and the other 43 nauor 
represented. 

D. M. FERGt:S1 

1010. H. & W. Burns Club. House full notices were again the order of the day as!'. 
members and friends gathered for our 5th Annual Burns Supper in our Club Rooms. 
Magdala Hall , on Friday 24th January as the strains of lone piper R. Brannigan faded and 
the company settled, President Jack Jamison in his opening address welcomed old and 
new friends and hoped that in honouring the Bard everyone would have the time of theu 
lives. The Grace was given and the Haggis piped in with Cronie D. Weir acting as bearer 
and in the unavoidable absence of Cronie B. Gabbie , Cronie J. Heron stepped into the 
breech with the Address. In his toast to 'The Lasses ' Cronie John Reid commented that 
though our Club is an all male club , the Burns Supper where we invite the lassies is the 
highlight_ of our ve.ry full year. In her reply Mrs. Ed~a Heron took the company from 
Nellie !<Ilpatrick right through to Jean Armour to illustrate the significant roll of the 
lassies in _the Burns sto_ry. For his ' Immortal Memory' toast this year, Cronie J. Heron 
took_ as his t~eme the influence of Burns on the Nineteenth Century. . 

Pri<?r to his American tour, comedian John Trotter entertained the company with 
~l~ct1ons from. Burns including a very amusing 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and in cont_ra t 

finished with a little _McGonigle. Billy Dee with a series of jigs and reels on the tin whistle 
ent every foot tapping, and the company danced into the wee small hours with the group 

Concord. In a very bus~ year, all our meetings , our bus outing to Antrim and cruise of 
L?ugh eagh, our Christmas charity party, our Hogmanay Night dance and our 4.da) 
tnp to_ Blackpool and A~r , were a ll very well attended , while the sum of £225 was given 
to charity. A Christmas gift cheque of £25 was also given to all Burns Club Widows. 

JAMES HERO' 
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1012. The Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club. The Edmonton Dundona ld Burn tub 
1tarted in a basement in Edmonton , Alberta , Canada with a small group of friend - a 
mixture of Scots (mostly from Dundonald , Ayrshire), Japanese , Ukraini ans and others. 
\Ve originally started with different nationalities celebrating Burns in their own way . 
We've had the Japanese 'Address to Rabbie', the Ukranian version of 'Coming Through 
the Rye', and a Jewish address to the kosher haggis. From these humble beginnings in 
January 1976 our membership of thirty has grown to over two hundred. 

Bobby Devine, our Secretary, not only provides the ' Immortal Memory' in the senous 
part ofour Supper, but also provides the music and songs (in some cases his own) for the 
play. This year we will perform 'The Ploughman ', the third play in the series. Each year 
we have more people wishing to participate . 

Each year we toast the Twa Lands, Canada and Scotland , and in particular our own 
wee village, Dundonald, Ayrshire. 

RICK BOOKHAM 

Sword-bearers, pipers and top officials of Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club about to do the 
honours to the Haggis. 

Photo: John McKay, Times Colon ist 

1013. Balmullo A full house was welcomed to the Annual Supper by Chai~m~n 
George Spence. 

0

lmmediate Past Chairman and President Mitch Mitchell pro~os~ t _e 
'Selkirk Grace' and the haggis was piped in by Bill Duff with Ed Munn.as Poosie 

1 
an~e 

in attendance. George Oliphant enthusiastically addressed the Hagg_is. Gen~~al Y t ~ 
Oub's speakers are local but at times it does invite a speaker fron:i outwith the vi a_ge ~~ 
again this was well worthwhile when Doug Rae excelled in speaking to and pro~os~g de 
'Immortal Memory' Bob Munn 's toast to 'The Lasses' was well matched Yd . abu ef 
R , · . k' 'Joll ' goo JO o . o\lo s couthy reply. Jim Cameron was the fmal speaker, ma mg a Y 
Holy Willie's Prayer' . 
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George Oliphant addressing the Haggis at Balmullo Burns Club's annual dinner. 

In addition to the Annual Burns Supper the Club holds three Scottish Music Nights and 
a St. Andrew's Night Buffet and Dance. These nights, enjoyable in themselves do also 
provide finance and help members keep in touch throughout the year. . 

1 The Club has been delighted to have helped in celebrating Burns Night-the loca 
primary school and has been most impressed with the performance of the youngsters. 

JAMES D. CAMERO' 

1018. East Antrim. The Highways Hotel in Lame was once again the venue to the 
East Antrim Burns Association celebration of Burns Night on 25th January, the 227th 
anniversary of the birthday of the great Scottish bard . 

The main toast of the celebration , the ' Immortal Memory' , was given in fine .style b) 
Wilson Logan , Club Treasur_er. Mr. Logan once again demonstrated his deep 
appreciation and detailed ~nowledge of the life and works of the poet, rapidly enhancing 
his reputation as an authority on the works of Robert Burns. 

The Vice Preside nt gave a most interesting account of an incident in the life of the poet 
du.ring his sojourn in Ed.in burg h a nd Mrs. Meban displayed the expertise and experience 
gained from her yea rs in the Dra ma Circle by illustra ting Mr. Peoples' remarks 111 th 
ve rse from Burns. 
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Club member William Wilson also proved that he too could give a fine interpre tation to 
a song by Rabb1e , and piper Tom Stewart played the evening out after the inging of 
Burns' best known song. 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

SAM CROS 

1020. Netherthird and Craigens Burns Club. Club President Mr. William Pender 
~elcorned 34 members and friends to their Annual Burns Supper and Dance in the 
'letherthird and Craigens Working Mens' Club, voted the best yet by those who 
attended. Highlights of the evening included the traditional 'Address to the H aggis' and 
·Immortal Memory' given by Mr. John Rodie of Ayr in his usual inimitable manner. The 
Haggis was piped in by Neil Hall, carried in by Mrs. M. Orr. The 'Selkirk Grace' and 
toast to 'The Lasses' was very ably voiced by the Rev . Ian Tweed lie , with the repl y from 
\lrs. Nancy Hyslop who had come from Rothesay for the evening. Mr. Pender toasted 
Absent Friends', and there were songs from Nancy Hyslop, Alan Gillon , and Andrew 
\kBroom , also a dancing a display from Georgina Kidd. Music for the evening was 
provided by Ian Muir and Derek Hamilton, Master of Ceremonies for the evening was 
Mr. J. Rowan. Additional thanks to the Heather Catering, Cumnock for the exce lle nt 
meal provided. The proceedings closed appropriately with the entire company singing 
Auld Lang Syne. 

WM . PENDER 

1022. Blane Valley Burns Club. Our sixth Anniversary Supper was held in the 
Edmonstone Hall, Blanefield on Saturday 22nd February 1986 when 137 membe rs 
honoured the birthday of the Bard. The supper was held late this year in orde r to acquire 
the presence of the Rev. James Currie who proposed a most excellent ' Immortal 
Memory'. 

Once again 1985 was a busy and eventful year for the Club starting with a fund raising 
country dance night in the Edmonstone Hall on 22nd March with the Stuart McKeown 
Dance Band. Sadly there was no primary school competition owing to the teache rs 
dispute but this will be revived in 1986. 

o.n Saturday 21st September we again visited the Burns Country. starting a t Irvine and 
endmg m the Heritage Centre at Alloway. Our charity folk night was ~eld m the 
Edmonstone Hall on 4th October when 86 members and friends were ente rta ined by the 
versatile group 'Jook Street Jug' with support from local businesses who ~ponsor~d the 
evening. We were able to donate £300 to the Bone Marrow Unit at Yorkh1ll Hospital. 

MALCOLM McLEA 

1026. The Duns Burns Club. Annual Supper was held in the Black Bull H ote l Dun on 
Friday 19th January and was attended by 75 members and guests. The ' I~mo rt al 
Memory' was proposed by W. M . Cowan from Galashiels, the toast to 'T~e Lasses b_y th~ 
Rev. Hugh McKay Minister of Duns Parish Church to whom Edith Mill ar of G avmtoh 

I. ' d A · s given by t e rep ied. The toasts to the Queen and Our Hosts Guests an rtistes wa 
Chairman and President James Aitken who also proposed a vote ?f thanks ,to Se~~tai 
and treasurer Robert J. Glover and his wife Elizabeth. 'Tam 0 Shanter a~d b. 

0 

Mouse' was given by Desmond Daly and 'Holy Willie 's Prayer' by Walte r to ic. 
Annual General Meeting was held in May when all office-bearers were re-elected. 

ROBERT J . GLOVER 
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1031. Cramond Brig Burns Club. The Club's Third Annual Supper was held J 

Cramond Brig Hotel on 31st January 1986. A total of 79 members and guests had a 111: 

enjoyable evening. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jim Bain. The toast 
'The Lasses' by Mr. Willie Newton with a very humorous reply from Mrs. Eileen Brom 
The success of the evening was ensured by the local talent that came forward with 
and verse not to mention the stories of 'Faither' Jock Weatherstone. 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Cramond Brig Hotel on 25th Oct 
1985. 

DUNCANFOO<i!J 

Cram.and Brig Burns Club members and Guests: Alan Dyce, Mrs. J. Bain, Robert Brow• 
(Presr.dent), Prper W. Grant, Chef Bremner, Principal guest speaker J. Bain, Duncan Foggon 
Charlre Wardell and Ian Kirk. 

Photo: Scotsman Publications Ltd 

l035. Kansas City St. Andrew Society. Nearly 450 members of the Kansas Cit) t 
Andrew ~ocret~ cele?rated at the Burns Night Dinner at the Alameda Plaza. Hotel 1~ 
Kan as Cny · M1ssoun , on 25th Ja nuary . A procession of society members beanng rarta 
bann.er began the evening. After a warm welcome by society president John Duncan. th' 
haggr. was piped in. The address to the haggis was delivered by Malise Graham. Gcral.i 
Morn on· leader of the Burns study group. the Chapman Billies , delivered the · J mmort~ 
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Malise Graham addressing the Haggis at Kansas City St. Andrew's Club. 

\lemory'. James Spaith's toast tp 'The Lasses ' was answered by Karen Spaith peaking 
for the women. The formalities were followed by presentations by the Kan a ity t. 
Andrew Pipe Band, the Highland Dancers and the Country Dancers and dancing by the 
,ue ts. 

One w.ee.k prior to the St . Andrew Society's Burns Dinner , Chapman Billie gathered 
at the M1ss1on Hills home of Dr. Wallace McKee bearing traditional Scottish dishes and 
their favourite liquid refreshments for another celebration of the poet's birth. Highlights 
of the evening incl uded a recitation of 'Tam o' Shanter' by Don D yer and a toast to 'The 
lasses' by George Stewart. Favourite Scottish songs were sung to the piano 
accompaniment of Norma McCallum and the piping of Dr. McKee topped off the 
e1enmg. 

KARI" SPAITll 

I037. Scots Society of St. Andrew Grimsby and Cleethorpes. Our second uccc ful 

1
\nnual St. Andrew's Night Dinner/Dance was he ld o n Friday 29th ovember 19 5. Our 
naugural President Mrs. Peggy Beardsley handed over the badge of office to our ccond 
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President since the Society was formed, Mr. Jimmy Black. Our Society was formed 
30th November 1983 and we have gone from strength to strength, the roll nowstandin 
over 80 members all taking an active interest in our monthly events as well as our m 
functions. 

Our Burns Supper was held on Friday 24th January 1986 at the same venue, t 
Beachcomber Club in Humberston. 

JANE LllTLEJOI!\ 

1040. Scots Wha Hae Burns Club. The Scots Wha Hae Burns Club of Cowdenbeat 
held their Annual Burns Supper in the Masonic Hall on Friday 14th February ll'he 
President R. Campbell welcomed a company of 120. The haggis was piped in by Robe. 
Mercer with Alice Miller as 'Poosie Nancy' and was addressed in fine style by Malcoi 
Main . After Grace by Treasurer R. Scott the company enjoyed a lovely meal by Jron.1a 
Caterers. The Club was pleased to have as principal speaker Harry Ewing M.P. who.at 
the start of his toast gave a few reminiscences of his youth in Cowdenbeath the, 
continued by rendering an ' Immortal Memory' which received a standing ovation fror 
the audience. The toast to 'The Lasses' was delivered in a very humorous and eloquc, 
manner by William Llewellyn and was replied to in equally humorous style by Cathi 
Kyle. 

On Friday 13th December 1985 the Club visited the old folks home, 'Valley House' an 
entertai ned them to a night of songs and poems. Gifts and refreshments were provided bi 
the members present. Our guest artiste was Cath ie Dougall. A first class night was had b 
all and we have been invited back. 

A social evening was held on 12th December 1985 and a very good night was had byth 
company of 60, our special guest on this occasion was Mrs. Doreen Arnott (singer 
Catering was provided by R. Scott and his good lady. 

MALCOLM ~Ill 

1041. The Nanaimo Burns Club. On 25th January 1986 we honoured the memoT) ut 
Robert Burns with our Second Annual Burns Supper at the Nanaimo Golf and Counm 
Club with over 140 members, friends and guests attending. Acknowledgement was maae 
during the evening to the Dundee Burns Club , the Stonehaven (Fatherland) Burns OuM 
and the Burns Society of Toronto likewise the Burns Federation for the greetings and be\! 
w1sh~s to o~r young Club. I sincerely hope to reciprocate a year from now. At 0 ' 

funct~on a picture of Burns depicting him and his cron.ies along with Jean Armour, Man 
Morrison and other facets of his life was presented .. to our Club by Ted Wilson P~ 
P~esident of the Nanaimo Caledonian Society with the sanction of Mrs. Ann Strachan. 
widow of Bob Strachan a well known M.L.A. in the Provincial Government in Bnui~ 
Columbia. An excellent night was had by all and the ' Immortal Memory' was proposedb' 
one Dr. Gavin Brown a well known physician in Nanaimo who left (Milngavie) in 196.' 

We held two 'Flea Markets ' this year to raise some funds and we have made some sm3 

effort at trying to embark on a project with a view to cultivating and encouraging th< 
Burns philosophy within the local school authority. Regular meetings are held eien 
month and it came to our knowledge through The Burns Federation that there "35 

. anaim~ Burns Club No. 298 Federated in 1922. Could any person please give u so 
information as to who was the President , Sec;retary or other facts about this Club. 

ALEXANDER G. (SANDY) MACKI'~ 



I 2. Kilmaurs-Glencairn Burn~ Club. T~e Annual Supper was held on 27th January 
,986 in the Masonic Lo?ge , Mam Stree~ ~1lmaurs . 93 members and guests attended. 
President Robert Beattle welcomed Pnnc1pal Speaker Mr. John D. Pollok , B .Sc., 
F.E .I.S., whose address to the Bard electrified and delighted all present . Councillor 
Charles Gray, Deputy Leader of Strathclyde delivered a witty and clever address to 'The 
Lasses'. He was ably answered by Mrs. Dale of Irvine Lasses , in rhyme , no less humorous 
or pertinent. Tom Strachan of _Springside and Busby Castle Club gave not only a lively 
address to the Haggis but dunng the programme entertained the company with 'The 
Cottars Saturday Nicht' and suitably clad or unclad as may be . A maist unctuous and wily 
rendering of 'Holy Willie 's Prayer' . Singers John Merry (baritone) and Mrs . Meg 
Cockburn completed the artistes and a richt guid willy wacht was had by all to send us 
borne at 11.40 in the snow. 

M. BEATIIE 

1045. Houston 1986 Burns Supper. On 25th January 1986, just under 700 people 
gathered at the Arabia Temple to attend Houston 's 33rd Annual Burns Supper. 
organised by the Heather and Thistle Society and Houston Highlanders Pipe Band . 

After dinner, ceremonies continued with the toast to the President of the United 
States, proposed by Mr. Martin Hime, and the toast to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II , 
proposed by Sub Chieftain Malvyn Douglass . Chieftain Owen McBride introduced guest 
1peaker, Mr. William Barr who had travelled from Scotland to be with us on this 
occasion. Mr. Barr, a Civil Engineer with his own construction company , lives but a few 
miles from Alloway, the birthplace of Burns in the town of Maybole , significant a lso in 
the fact that Robert Burns's parents met at the Maybole Fair , an event which sadly no 
longer takes place. Chieftain McBride mentioned how honoured we were to have Mr. 
Barr with us tonight and how fortunate that past Chieftain Arthur Down had extended an 
invitation back in 1984 because subsequently Mr. Barr was invited to give the ' Immortal 
\lemory' at the famed Bachelors' Club in the village of Tarbolton . . 

This, of course, was the first time that the Burns Supper had been held at the Arabia 
Temple, but the general consensus of opinion appeared to favour the m~>Ve. The. most 
enioyable evening was concluded iiS usual with everyone joining hands m the spmt of 
friendship to sing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

ROSEMARY HESSOR 

l049. Lodge Camperdown Burns Club. Our Annua l Burns Supper was held within 
lodge Camperdown 317 on 17th January 1986 under the new President Brother Albe rt 
\litchell R.W.M., of the Lodge. ' . . 

The haggis was ably addressed by Brother Ally Gowans Past Master 10 his own 
ipectacular way. It was piped in by. Brother Stewart Bowman and c?rried by Brother 
Scott Gardiner. The main toast of the evening the 'Immortal Memory was proposed by 
Brother Angus Stuart Past Master , and Secreta ry of the Lodge. In hi s toast Brot her 
Stuan mentioned Burns joining Freemasonry and spoke of the mfluence of the C raft on 
his hfe. 

The toast to 'The Lasses ' was proposed by Brothe r Willi am McDo.ugall W .S. W · Bc~orc 
the meeting was closed Brothe r Angus Stewart intima ted that this had been the . irst 
annual Supper of The Lodge Camperdown Burns Club No. 1049 of the Burns Federati on. 

A STUAKI 
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Lodge Camperdown Burns Club's line-up at the Burns dinner on 17th January 1986. 
Photo : D. C. Thomson & Co Ltd 

1050. Hertfordshire Robert Burns Society. The Annual Robert Burns Fe t11 
formerly run by the Hertfordshire Guild of Sommeliers, took place at the Society's H.0 
at the Red Lion Hotel, Hatfield on 25th January. A five course traditional Scottish upJX 
included, cock-a-leekie soup, haggis, roast scotch sirloin , blaeberry cheesecake a1 
Dunlop cheese. There was a wee dram on arrival by courtesy of William Grant and 5,, 
(Standfast) Ltd. Seagram's 100 Pipers, and Grants Balvenie Miniatures were presented 
each one of the 177 members and guests. There was a cabaret by The Buchanan School 1 
Highland Dancers. 

A marathon tasting of 60 premium malt whiskies held in three separate bi-month! 
stages at the Red Lion Hotel in Hatfield by the Society has just been compkted 
Organised by the Secretary, Dudley Sizeland, it turned out to be a valuable expenenc< 
many palates enriched by what many considered to be the greatest creation man every pui 
into a glass container! Each stage was supplemented by cheese from the Highlands and 
Islands by courtesy of the Scottish Milk Marketing Board and Joseph Walker 
Strathspey upplied fine Highland Oatcakes and black bun. Highland Spring at Oc~~ 
supplied the table water. Several members of the Scotch Whisky Assoc1anon proiid 
samples for this popular event. 

DUDLEY SJZEL~' 

1053. 'Burns Club' Grampian (Corby) Association. Our 3rd Annual Burns Suppe' 
held at the Grampian Club on 31st January 1986. 150 members and guests present A. 
pccches were delivered by members of the Club. Several local dignitaries were pre.;ent 

Dance held to create interest and funds. Meetings twice per month . Ck 
co-operation with o. 606 Club. attending their functions as requested. 

JOH~ M~RRJ()1'! 



1058. Stranraer and District Burns Club. The inaugural dinner was held on 27th 
January, 1986, at North-West Castle Hotel , Stranraer. Chairman Neil Macdon ald 
President) . 'Immortal Memory'-Major John Weir , D .S.O . , O .B.E., J .P. The dinner 
as attended by 111 members and friends who enjoyed a splendid meal , in tastefull y 

decorated surroundings . The principal speaker, Major Weir, enthralled his audience fo r 
~S minutes (without notes) and that set the tone for the evening's entertainment. Thi fin e 
speech was ably responded to by Eric Archibald, following a song by Lillian Jamieso n. 

The Club's first major event was our St. Andrew's Night on 28th November at North 
West Castle Hotel , Stranraer. We were greatly honoured to have as our speaker , Mr. D . 
Wilson Ogilvie, M.A., President of the Burns Federation , whose talk on St. Andrew, 
Scottish language and way of life, and national and local history , was most inspiring. 
tranraer and District Strathspey and Reel Society provided the rest of the enterta inme nt 

with excellent music and 12 Highland Dancers from Mrs. Bowie's School of D ancing 
rounded off the evening. On 4th March 1986, we had a splendid 'Songs of Burns' evening, 
"ith a talk by Mrs . Kath Macdonald , interspersed with fiddle music by Mrs. Wood , 
mging by Murray Smith and accompaniment by Eric Wilson, attended by 41 members 

and friends. Our next event was a talk on ' Influences on Burns by other (Scots) write rs' 
given by Mr. John (Jack) W. Hunter. This latest event in our first year proved to be 
another huge success , with the speaker weaving his talk around four writers ranging from 
the 15th to the 18th centuries. Attended by 40 members and friends. Currently be ing 
planned is an outing in May/June on the Heritage Trail. 

LEWI S KELLY 

T · d. · luding President Nei l 
op able at Stranraer and District Burns Club's first annual inner, in~ '11 (2nd left) and 

Macdonald !seated centre), Major Weir (below lamp}, Secretary Lewis Ke Y 
Vice-President John Bell (2nd right). 
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LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April, 1986) 

Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 48 Mrs. Peggy Alasdair M. Gordon. 3 
Thomson Portland Road, 

Kilmarnock KAI 2AN 
1 The Burns Club of 1868 1885 170 E. Nicholson-Pegg James Mason, 83 

London Dorchester Way, Kenton. 
Harrow HA3 9RD 

2 Alexandria Burns Club 1884 1885 150 James Gallacher Brian G. Benson, 
• Edelston ', Smollett Street. 
Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire G83 ODS 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 1885 1963 73 James Irvine Mrs. R. Irvine, 25 
Queensway, Earlston. 
Berwickshire TD4 6LU 

7 Thistle Burns Club 1882 1885 50 James McAulay T. Murtagh, 132 Calder 
Street, Glasgow G42 7QP 

9 Royalty Burns Club 1882 1886 279 George E. W. A. Mclagan, 42 
Davidson Cunningham Drive, 

Giffnock, Glasgow G46 
6ER 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club 1859 1886 136 Dr Tom Barlow James L. Hempstead. I 
Inchyra, 
10 Chapel ton Gardens. 
Dumbarton G82 2AL 

11 Chesterfield and 1886 1886 116 A. M. Spence Mrs. A. Steel, 
District Cal. Assoc. I 56, High Street, 

Old Whittington 
Chesterfield 

13 St. Andrews Burns 1869 1981 90 David Reed, 5 Cairnhill 
Club Gardens, St. Andrews. 

Fife 
14 Dundee Burns Club 1860 1886 36 Edward Bonnar J. M. Clarke, 362 Brought~ 

Ferry Road, 
Dundee DDI 3NH 

15 Belfast Burns Assoc. 1886 1886 40 Alistair Gray Mrs. Margaret A. Stokes. 
33 North Road, Camck 
Fergus, Co. Antrim BT)S 

17 Nottingham Scottish 
8LP 

1871 1886 184 Stuart McWilliam D. J. Willey. 6 Moss Side. 
Association Nottingham NG 11 7EL 

20 Airdrie Burns Club 1884 1886 154 A. J. Christie Matthew Hood. 125 

21 Greenock Burns Club 
Cromartv Road. Airdrie 

1801 1886 142 Miss M. Irving Mrs. Jan~ McGilp. 54 
Fox Street. Greenock. 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 
Renfrewshire PAl68QS 

1848 1886 32 
26 Perth Burns Club 1873 1886 90 Henry S. Kinnaird Donald N. M. Paton. 7~. 

Needless Road. Perth p · 
OLD 
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Mem-
\'o. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 1872 1886 JOO James Wands David Watson, C.A., 
Gillespie and Anderson 
C.A. 147 Bath Street. 

35Dalry (Ayrshire) Burns 1825 1887 90 
Glasgow G2 4SN 

T. W. Henderson W. D. Walker, JO 
Club Braehead, Dairy, Ayrshire 

KA245EX 
36 Rosebery Burns Club 1885 1887 20 Mrs. Nina Spiers Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 

'Crichope,' 49 St. Kenneth 

37 Dollar Burns Club 1887 1887 JOO 
Drive, Glasgow GS! 4QF 

William J. Pollock David M. Tait, Melbourne 
Cottage, 26 McNabb 
Street, St. Dollar FK 14 
7DL 

lO Aberdeen Burns Club 1872 1889 54 James Smith Mrs. Irene Fraser, 4 
Ramsay Cres., Garthdee, 
Aberdeen AB I 7BN 

12 Strathearn Burns Club 1889 1950 37 Mrs. Mina Robin W. Rae, 'Far Hills'. 
Robertson Abbots Walk, Crieff, 

Perthshire PH7 4EB 
15 Cumnock Burns Club 1887 1891 120 Sheriff David Robin D. Hunter, I The 

B. Smith Square, Cumnock, 

18 Paisley Burns Club 1805 1891 
Ayrshire KAIS IBQ 

36 Robert Wilson R. Y. Corbett, 36 
Riccartsbar Avenue, 
Paisley PA2 6BG 

19 Bridgeton Burns Club 1870 1891 7JO R. McDonald G. Moore, Hamilton 
Burns and Moore, 111 
Union St, Glasgow GJ 3TA 

50 Stirling Burns Club 1886 1892 JOO J. Lockhart Henry Robb. LL.B., 3 Pitt 
Whiteford Terrace, Stirling 

55 Derby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 375 Robert Bryce Mrs. K. Dick, 8 Greensidc 
and Burns Club Court, Mickleover, 

Derby DE3 5RG 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 1893 1893 116 John McMorland Robert Smith. J05 Kirn 

Burns Club Drive. Gourock PA19 IEG 
62 Cupar Burns Club 1884 1893 260 James Orr. 38 St. Michaels 

Drive, Cupar. Fife 
68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 1893 1894 350 James Whyte Alexander W. Wilkie 

Burns Club BL. FRICS, 30 Woodlands 
Road Thornliebank. G46 
7SX 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, 1861 1894 132 David Mcintosh Henry J. Horrell, MBE. 96 
me. Cavell Street. Tainui. 

Dunedin. New Zealand 

12 Partick Burns Club 1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae Graham Davidson. 33 
Kingsborough Gardens. 
Glasgow Gl2 9NH 

71 Nat. Burns Memorial 1888 1895 48 Sir Claude Hagar! Alastair J. Campbell. c/o 

and Cottage Homes. Alexander of Mitchells. Roberton. 
\lauchline Ballochmyle. Bt. George House 36 North 

Hanover Street. 
Glasgow GI 2AD 
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Enjoy the story of Robert Burns and fos life in 
the South of Scotland at the 

ROBERT BURNS CENTRE 
DUMFRIES 

* Multi Projector Audio Visual Theatre * Exhibition with Diorama and Scale Model 
of Dumfries Town in the 18th Century. 

* Gift Shop * Cafeteria 
Open April - September: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Sunday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
October - March: Tues.-Sat. lO a.m. to I p.m. 

Admission Free (AV Theatre charge: Adu lts SOp, Children 25p) 

Tel. (0387) 64808 for party bookings 
COACHES WELCOME 

ROBERT BURNS CENTRE 
MILL ROAD, DUMFRIES 



Mem-
.\'o. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
)2 Arbroath Burns Club 1888 1896 150 Ian Berrie H. B. Wilson, Clydesdale 

Bank, 117 High Street, 
Arbroath, Angus 
DDll IDP 

S5 Dunfermline United 1812 1896 110 The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, 'The Haining', 
Burns Club Earl \)f Elgin and Ferryhills, North 

Kincardine, Queensferry 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 

89 Sunderland Burns Club 1897 1897 55 Mr. S'. Thomson Mrs. M. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland 
SR68AZ 

95 Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 110 Mr. Moyes Mrs. W. G. Digglc, 18 
Gorses Mount, Darcy 
Lever, Bolton, Lanes BL2 
lPQ 

%Jedburgh 1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace John Gibson, 35 Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. 
TD8 6JY 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 1889 1899 130 James Irving D. C. Smith, 22 
Club Cargenbridge Ave., 

Dumfries DG2 8LP 
116Greenloaning Burns 1889 1900 66 Peter I. Mcintosh, Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 

Club J.P. Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 
120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 1820 1900 150 John Craig Miss M. Scally, 9 

Cowper Road, Redland, 
Bristol BS6 6NY 

12< The Ninety Burns Club 1890 1902 30 E. B. K. Murray J.C. McVittie, W.S., 4 
North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh EH2 4HT 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 1866 1902 97 David Mackenzie Malcolm McRae, 70 
B.Sc. G.M.S. (Recordings) Ltd., 

Burnfoot Lane, Falkirk 
FKl 5BH 

Ill Newarthill Burns Club 1903 1904 18 William Burns Thomas Boslem, 82 
Mosshall St., Newarthill, 
Motherwell 

ll9 Elgin Burns Club 1901 1905 150 David C. Wm. D. G. Chalmers, 

Mackessack-Leitch 139 High Street, Elgin 
IV30 !DY 

152 The Hamilton Burns 1877 1906 210 Jack Guthrie Dr. S. I. Parker. 25 
Club Burnside Place, Larkhall. 

Strathclyde ML9 2EQ 
!o7 Birmingham and 1888 1924 209 A. R. Woodman A. K. Scott, 105 

~lidland Scottish Reservior Road, Olton. 
Society Solihull, West 

Midlands B92 SAW 

:'9 Glasgow and District 1907 1908 15 A. McArthur Scott r. Galt. 157 Hyndland 

Burns Association Clubs 
Road, Glasgow Gl2 9JA 

1:1 lr\'ine Burns Club 1826 1908 450 Dr. I. H. Y. Wood William Cowan, 
'Norwood', 75 Bank Street. 
Irvine KA 12 OLL 
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Land O' Burns 
Centre Alloway 

This Visitor and Tourist Centre is located in 
the heart of Burns Country, opposite 'The 
Auld Haunted Kirk' where Tam o' Shanter 
roared on the cantrips of Cutty Sark, and five 
minutes walk from the Brig o' Doan where 
poor Maggie lost her tail. 

With such distinguished neighbours our 
Centre has to be something special, and it is. 
The Audio Visual Theatre with multi-screen 
projection offers an insight into the man Burns, with a scenic tour 
of the Burns Country. This new programme makes an excellent 
starting point for visits to the Burns Heritage Trail Sites. 

There is a souvenir shop offering the discerning visitor the best 
of Scottish craft, including exquisite jewellery, glass and pottery, 
leather and woollen goods and well stocked bookshelves. 

Set in beautiful landscaped gardens, there are ample car and 
coach car parks, with attractive picnic areas. 

Our new tea room is a welcome addition to the facilities already 
offered. The staff will treat you with a courtesy which will please 
you and they will thank you for calling, because they believe that 
the most important people at the Centre are you, our visitors. May 
we look forward to meeting you. 

THE CENTRE is OPEN 7 days a week all year round. 
HOURS: Oct-May 10 am-5 pm (7 days) 

June & Sept. 10 am-5.30 pm (7 days) 
July&August 10am-6pm(7days) 

Enquiries to the Manager: 
Mr. Tom Raffel at Alloway 43700 

Props: Kyle & Carrick District Council 



Mem-
So. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 1909 1909 9 J. N. Whyte Archie Howie, 71 

Club Hadyard Terrace, Dailly, 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 1908 1909 113 A. H. Campbell 
By Girvan KA25 9SW 
Alexander E. Hogg, 
'Redcroft', 7 Glen field 
Road East, Galashiels, 
TD! 2AW 

192 Ayrshire Association of 1908 1910 28 Harry Bull Mrs. Enez Logan, 6 Hugh 
Burns Clubs Clubs Watt Place, Kilmaurs, 

197 Winnipeg Robert 1907 1911 60 
Ayrshire KA3 2PZ 

Ishbel M. Turnbull James J. Turnbull, Sr., 
Burns Club 213-2600 Portage Avenue, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R3J BR2 

198 Gorebridge Burns Club 1906 1911 205 Archd. Lochrie A. Law, 41 
Newhunterfield, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 
EH23 4BD 

212 Portobello Burns Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 
J.P. 'Quardene,' 8 Bryce Ave., 

Edinburgh EH7 6TX 
217 Eskdale Burns Club 1886 1913 120 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. Sheena Elliot, 

5 Academy Place, 
Langholm, Dumfriesshire 
DG130BA 

220 Burns Club of St. 1905 1913 40 Robert I. Patrick Robert E. Burns, 619 West 
Louis Polo Drive, St. Louis, Mo. 

63105, U.S.A. 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 1820 1913 100 Peter James John A. C. McFadden. 37 

George Street, Dumfries 
DGl lEB 

236 Whitehaven Burns Club 1914 1914 54 Maurice Pringle George Young, Colington. 
Egremont Road 
Hensingham, Whitehaven, 
Cumbria CA28 8NQ 

237 Uddingston Masonic 1914 1914 18 Alexander L. J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Burns Club Hamilton Uddingston, Glasgow G71 

7JU 
238 Burns Club of Atlanta 1896 1914 100 Donald Mangerie Harold T. Daniel Jr., 

238 Camden Road, N.E .. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
USA 

239 Hawick Burns Club 1878 1914 1248 Alex Martin Ronald Purves, Hawick 
Burns Club, 5 Ancrum 
Court, Hawick, 
Roxburghshire 

2~2 Montrose Burns Club 1908 1915 120 G. C. Nisbet. A. L. Macfarlane, 
·westlands', Redfield Cres .. 
Montrose, Angus 

252 Alloway Burns Club 1908 1918 110 James Glass M.A. James Glass, M.A .. 31 
Glenconner Road. Ayr 
KA7 3HF 
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BURNS THE SOUTH WEST OF SCOTLAND 

has so much to offer the 

holidaymaker-the soft, mild 

climate, green fields and rolling 

Festival hills, quiet roads, small villages and 

bustling resorts. The best time to 
6 June-14 June, 1987 enjoy all this is in the early summer, 

and to add to your holiday we have 
the ROBERT BURNS FESTIVAL. 

Each year at this time the people of the Burns Country 
celebrate the life and work of Robert Burns (1759-1796) 

Scotland's National Poet. From 6 to 14 June, 1987 a 

programme of music, poetry, exhibitions, song and laughter 

brings together a variety of Scotland's entertainers. 

Ayr, Largs, Irvine and Kilmarnock all stage events, as do the 
surrounding villages. From the grandeur of the Dean Castle at 

Kilmarnock and the magnificent grounds of Rozelle House in 
Ayr, to the intimacy of the Land O' Burns Centre, Alloway and 
Irvine Burns Club, The BURNS HERITAGE TRAIL is well worth 
exploring; you will find the venues well suited to the events 
and visitors will find a warm welcome from the local people. 

Write to the address below for a copy of the detailed 
Burns Festival programme on publication: 

Festival Office, Land O' Burns Centre, Alloway, Ayr or 
telephone: (0292) 43700. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
263 Glasgow Masonic 1919 1919 60 D. Turnbull Frank McAdam, 34g 

Burns Club Glenacre Road, North 
Carbrain, Cumbernauld 
G67 2PA 

274 Troon Burns Club 1920 1920 85 Peter Howie James Adam, C.A., 
318/319 Bridgegate House, 
Irvine KA12 8DG 

27i Ayr Burns Club 1886 1920 122 A. MacPherson Mrs. M. McKellar, 125 
Hillfoot Road, Ayr 
KA7 3LD 

284 Philadelphia North- 1896 1921 15 Douglas Mackay Rev. John H. Leitch, 
eastern Burns Club S.T.D., 775 Copeland 

School Road, West 
Chester, Pennsylvania 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 1921 1921 30 
19380, U.S.A. 

David Robertson Robert Henderson, 17/2 
Poosie Nansie Burns Klondyke Street, 
Club Newcraighall, Musselburgh 

296 Walsall and Dist. 1900 1922 60 Dr. C. D. E. J.M. McMillan, 192 Aliens 
Scottish Society Morris Lane, Pelsall, Walsall, 

W. Midlands WS3 4JP 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's 1849 1922 190 George Mackay Jack C. Pinkerton 

and Caledonian Soc. 2315 Blanshard Street, 
Victoria B.C. B8T 414 
Canada 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 1914 1922 87 Mrs. G. Innes Mrs. C. J. Mejka, 7 
Association Cobden Cres., Edinburgh 

EH9 2BG 
310 Mauchline Burns Club 1923 1923 60 K. Blair D. I. Lyell, M.A., 

F.S.A.(Scot) 9 East 
Park Ave., Mauchlinc 
KA5 5BS 

llHcottish Burns Club 1920 1923 42 David Blyth Mrs. Ellen Bruce, 9 
Edinburgh ' Victor Park Terrace. 

Edinburgh 
323 Kirkcudbright Burns 1918 1924 95 Gynne Shackleton Adam Gray, Ingleston. 

Club Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshirc 
DG64UA 

)29 Newark and District 1923 1924 125 Mrs. G. M. Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton. 
Cal. Soc. Mcintyre 27 Macauley Drive. 

Balderton. Nr Newark. 
Notis. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 1826 1925 233 G. Anderson J.M.M. Smith. 13 Broad 
St. Peterhead. 
Aberdeenshire AB-l 6JA 

310 Balerno Burns Club 1881 1965 100 Edward McCue William R. Shanks. 15 
Deanpark Grove. Balerno. 
Edinburgh EH1-l 7EA 

311 Leith Burns Club 1826 1925 Gerald T. Farmer. C.A. · 
A.C. I.S .. 3-l Cramond 
Park. Cramond. Edinburgh 
EH-l 6PR 
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KILTS/HIGHLAND DRESS 

SALE OR HIRE 

Offering one of the finest displays of all that is truly Scottish, SCOT & 
YANKEE supply Kilts in 100% Saxony or Worsted Cloths, Kilt Jackets and all 

Highland Regalia & Accessories. SCOT & YANKEE also have Kilted Skirts, 

Evening Kilts, short and long Capes, sleeveless Jackets & Waistcoats in a 

variety of Tartans. There are Mohair Capes and Tunags, Shetland Cardigans 

and Lambswool Sweaters, hand-knit Hats, Gloves and Scarves-all of which 

have helped make SCOT & YANKEE famous throughout the world at 
Queen's Court, Sandgate, Ayr. Telephone 284932. 

~cot anb ~anktt 
0.UEEN"S COURT - SANDGATE - AVR - Tel : 284932 



\'o. Name 

Newton Jean Armour 
Burns Club 

\.19 The Howff Burns Club 

J50 Markinch Burns Club 

156 Burnbank and Dist. 
Masonic Burns Club 

~ Lochee Burns Club 

163 Barrow St. Andrew's 
Society 

365 Catrine Burns Club 

J66 Liverpool Burns Club 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 

17 Kilbirnie Ro ebery 
Burns Club 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns 
Clubs Association 

1 7 Cambuslang Mary 
Campbe ll Burns Club 

392 Whifflet Burns Club 

193 Annan Ladies· Burns 
Club 

0 Meikle Earnock Jolly 
Beggars Burns Club 

'Ii St. Ringans Burns 
Club 

-ill\ Brig-en· (Waverley) 
Burns Club. Dumfries 

Inst. 

1924 

1925 

1899 

1826 

1926 

1878 

1925 

1924 

1963 

1906 

1925 

1965 

1920 

1928 

1985 

1876 

Mem
Fed. bers President 

192S 47 Mrs. J. Hughes 

1925 25 Sam Hannah 

1925 140 Jack Bissett 

1926 20 Andrew Smith 

1926 500 George S. Beattie 

1926 SO G. R. Wilkinson 

1926 26 George Fisher 

1926 86 Mrs. N. H. Bell 

1964 100 Allan Paterson 

1927 81 John Jeffrey 

1927 24 Mrs.C.J.Mejka 
Clubs LLB . 

1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie 

1928 55 John Reilly 

1928 80 Mrs. M. Crossley 

1985 50 G. Ferguson 

1928 35 Dr. W. D. Balfour 

Secretary 

Mrs. S. Kean. 
14 Woodland Cres .. 
Cambuslang. 
Glasgow G72 8RB 
Enez Logan c/o. 
SS Ayr Road. 
Kilmarnock KA I 4UG 
Mrs. Isobel McLeod. 18 
Mey Green . Stenton . 
Glenrothes , Fife 
Mrs. Olive Smith. 
'Feathers·. Hallside Road. 
Dalton , Cambuslang 
Thomas Young. 4 Wiston 
Pl. , Dundee DD2 3JR 
Geoffrey C. Hewitt. 
6 West Avenue . 
Barrow-in-Furness 
LAl3 9AX 
Daniel F. Hannah . 30 Aird 
Ave .. Auchinleck. 
Ayrshire KA 18 2JS 
Miss Ethel M. Griffin . 
45 Glendykc Road . 
Liverpool L 18 
Robert Kirk . Parkstone. 
Ploughl ands Road. 
Dundonald . Ayrshire KA2 
9BY 
Tom Smith . 17 Eastern 
Cres .. Garden City. 
Kilbirnie 
Gordon Inness. W.S .. 
6 South Park . Trinity, 
Edinburgh EH6 4SN 
Mrs. I. Chapman. 18 
Deans Avenue. Halfway. 
Cambuslang. Glasgow 
John A. W. Kirk . Lugar 
Street. Coatbridge . 
Lanarkshire ML5 3JS 
Mrs. Sally Knight. 17 
Greenlea Road. Annan. 
Dumfriesshire DG 12 SLB 
Jim Haddow. 2 
Hiltonbank Street. 
Hamilton 
F Agnew. 2 
Mur(avshall Road. 
St. Ni~ian>. Stirling 
R Agnew. ·Rc;ta lrig.· 5 
G~cv;tone Avenue. 
Du~fri cs DG I I PE 



As a reader of the Burns Chronicle or as a member of a Burns 
Club, you will appreciate more the genius of Burns by visiting 

BURNS COTTAGE 
and 

MUSEUM, 
BURNS MONUMENT, ALLOWAY 

r:. ·- _-, " 
l '" 

........ ~: 

... h"i ·.. - ~ 
~ ~ ~~·- -,11 

On view 'f.,,_~s'Co"' 

BURNS'S FAMILY BIBLE 
KILMARNOCK EDITION OF THE POEMS 

(a perfect copy) 

most of our 139 manuscript letters and 175 poems, including 

AULD LANG SYNE 
TAM O' SHANTER-A TALE 

Graham of Fintry letters and poems 
The Afton Collection 

The Stair Collection etc. 

See Our New Presentation 
Robert Burns 

His Times, His Life & His Work 

The admission charge covers entry to both Burns Cottage and 
(when open) The Monument. 

School Parties Welcomed; worksheet for pupils provided. 
Book of Burns Poems given as class prize. 

A limited number of club party evening visits (for about 30 
people) can be arranged during the winter months by 
contacting: 

The Curator, Burns Cottage, Tel: Alloway 41215 

------"'i?'··...:~-----------



Mem-
\'o. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

:13 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 221 Alexander Forbes W. J. Smith, Royal Bank 
of Scotland, 62 Broad St. 

~Ii Cal. Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 350 
Fraserburgh AB4 SAS 

Ian B. McMaster R. A. Coghill. 37 Norton 
Park View. Sheffield S8 
8GS 

m Burnley and Dist. Cal. 1924 1929 75 G. Paton Mrs. I. Smith, 9 Mount 
Society Road, Burnley. Lanes. 

BBll 2LA 
+:6 Sauchie Burns Club 1929 1929 100 Thomas C. Jackson William Aitken, 88 

Gartmorn Rd., Sauchie. by 
Alloa Clackmannanshire 
FKIO 3NX 

HO Gourock Burns Club 1887 1929 115 Neil Conway John K. Scott, 102 
Manor Crescent, Gourock, 
Renfrewshire 

H6 \Valney Jolly Beggars 1929 1930 135 Mrs. I. Broadbent Mrs. L. Nicholson, 
Ladies' Club 14 Orontes Avenue, 

Walney Island Barrow-
in-Furness, Cumbria 
LA14 3DL 

HJDumfries Ladies' Burns 1930 1930 100 Mrs. S. Stein Mrs. E. Haining, 74 
Club Laghall Court, Kingholm 

Quay. Dumfries DG 1 4SX 
1J9 Barnsley and District 1930 1930 47 Robert Murdoch L. Gibson. 147 Pogmoor 

Scottish Society Rd., Barnsley. S. Yorks 
S70 6PT 

4l Swansea and West 1921 1931 66 Neil McGregor R. M. Forbes. 5 
Wales Cal. Society Woodlands Terrace. 

Swansea 
116 Herefordshire Burns 1910 1931 79 Ja mes Thomson D. J. James. 'Four Winds'. 

Club 11 Lower Thorn. 
Bromvard. Herefordshire 
HR7 4AZ 

N Rotherham and District 1924 1931 54 Mrs. J. Jeavons William Ingram. 

Scottish Association 10 Mortain Road. 
Rotherham. South Yorks. 
S60 3BX 

li8 Stone haven 1926 1932 65 Alfred Smith Mrs. Elizabeth Petric. 23 

(Fatherland) Burns Slug Road. Stone haven. 

Club Kin~cardineshire AB3 2EX 
161 Leicester Cal. Society 1877 1932 290 J. W. D. Baxter Mrs. J.M. Cutting. 

56 Dean Road West. 
Hinckley. Leics. 
LEIO lQB 

'6! Cheltenham Scot. Soc. 1929 1932 195 Bob Naysmith William Cowie. 16 Hillands 
Dr.. Cheltenham. Glos. 
GL53 9EO 

'69 Denny Cross Burns 1932 1932 40 David Blair w. Beveridge. 72 Little 

Club Denm· Road. Denny. 
Stirli;gshire FK6 5A T 
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Melville, Dundas 
& Whitson ... major 
contributors to the high quality 

building scene in 
Scotland ~·-, .. .....-ul'"""'-~~_, 

A MEMBER OF THE LILLEY GROUP 

Melville, Dundas & Whitson Ltd. 
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, 

21 BlythswoodSquare, Glasgow G2 4JfI'. Tel 041-248 2681. Telex 779707 
and 32 Albany Street, Edinburgh EHl 3QH. Tel: 031-557 1375 

hai .,,,.~~...._,.,. ________ _ 



Mem-
So. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

;·o St. Giles' Burns Club 1924 1932 85 James Taylor George Peterkin. 24 
Pansport Road, Elgin. 
Moray IV30 I ID 

172 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 1929 1932 11 Dr. H. McGilp Mr. William Williamson, 
Burns Clubs Clubs 30 Ivanhoe Road, Paislev 

192 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 1928 1934 310 Mrs. Sheila Dr. Ian White, 32 Daym.cr 
Society McGuinness Gardens, Pinner, 

Middlesex 
194 Motherwell United 1934 1934 100 Thomas Brown Stevenson Naismith. 11 

Services Burns Club Boyd Drive, Motherwell 
Lanarkshire 

iOO New Cumnock Burns 1923 1934 230 W. A. McHastie Wm. A. McHastie, 
Club 16 Greenbraes Drive. 

New Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KA 18 4AB 

iOJ Galt Burns Club 1907 1935 60 Tom Milne Mrs. Greta Hanley. 448 
C.I.M. Waterloo St., S .. 

Cambridge. Ontario, 
Canada N3H 1 N9 

'03 Dunblane Burns Club 1923 1935 20 James Glen William Faichney. Cross 
Cottage. Dunblane FK 15 
OAQ 

)JO l.C.1. Grangemouth 1935 1935 150 G. J. Richards A. Sinclair, c/o I.C.I. 
Burns Club Grangemouth Recreation 

Club, Earl's Road, 
Grangemouth, Stirlingshire 
FK3 8XG 

ll6Airts Burns Club, 1934 1959 50 William Cowan Walter M.Muir, 89 

Preston pans Gardiner Road. 
Prestonpans. East Lothian 
EH32 9QR 

i2l Highland Soc. of New 1877 1936 150 Allan Mills Mrs. D. A. McKenzie, 

South Wales P.O. Box 1130. 
Parramatta 2150. 
NSW. Australia 

ilO Southern Scottish 1937 1937 24 David C. Smith Donald R. Urquhart. 

Counties Burns Clubs Glebe House. 39 Glebe 

Association Street. Dumfries DG I 2LO 

il4 Bedlington and District 1934 1937 50 Dr. John Brown James K. Stewart. 2 East 

Burns Club Riggs. Bedlington. 
Northumberland NE22 
SSH 

ilS Plymouth and District 1927 1937 50 John Swan Mrs. E. Pay. 25 Waterloo 

Caledonian Society Street. Stoke. Plymouth 
PLI SRP 

536 Whithorn and District 1937 1937 45 James Edgar. William Rae. B.L.. 58 

Burns Club M.R.C.V.S. George Street. Whithorn. 
Newton Stewart DG8 8PA 

543 Abbey Craig Burns 1935 1938 120 Ian Collie Robert Innes. 

Club continuing Education 
Dept. University of 
Stirling. Stirling FL9 
4LA 
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Robert Burns 

The Kilntarnock Poems 
(Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect, 1786) 

Edited by Donald A Low 

'What remains delightful is the sheer energy and 
gusto and joy of those Kilmarnock poems .. . 

Donald A Low contributes an excellent introduction 
and notes: The Scotsman 

Published to mark the bicentenary of the 
volume's first appearance in 1786 

This new edition comes in the neat Everyman format. It ha 
been prepared to assist today's Burns reader as completely and as 
unobtrusively as possible. In addition to an accurate and rel iable 
t~xt, it provides marginal glosses to explain the meaning of all 
dialect words, brief background notes to each poem as well as 
full explanatory notes on points of literary and social int~r~st 
The whole collection is preceded by a substantial cnt1cal 

introduction. 

Hardback £10.95 Paperback £3.50 

In your bookshops NOW or direct from 
Marketing Dept &f(BC) DENT 33 Welbeck Street London WlM LX 2Jo ._ _______________________ _. 



Mem-
\'o. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

:;\Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 220 Dr. John Hamilton Mrs. Jaqueline Johnstone. 
21 Calverley Drive, Leeds 
West Yorks LS13 3LN 

;;1 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 104 T. L. Alexander Mrs. P. M. McNaughton 
10 Trafalgar Road. 
Scarborough, Yorks 

;;) Wolverhampton Dist. 1938 1983 100 G. S. Dunwoody Peter Sharples, 136 
Cal. Soc. Farrington Road, 

Wolverhampton WV4 6UL 
;;5 Harrogate St. Andrew's 1921 1938 264 Fergus S. Mrs. C. Fairs, 23 

Society Donaldson Rudbeck Crescent, 
Harrogate, N. Yorks 
HG27AQ 

;;6 Ca\edonian Society of 1883 1938 45 G. K. Watts W. Leighton, 13 
Doncaster Norman Drive, Hatfield, 

Doncaster 
;;9 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 200 Mr. Alex Mrs. W.R. Laing, 354 

Society Macallister Middlemarch Road, 
Radford, Coventry, West 
Midlands CV6 3GR 

'hi London (Ontario) 1938 1939 98 Thomas Sutherland Mrs. Magdeline A. Erdos. 
Burns Club 2 Great Oak Court, 

London, Ontario, Canada 
N6H 4K2 

'h2 Castle Douglas Burns 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald J.C. McLatchie, 43 Robb 

Club Place, Castle Douglas 

'h) Norfolk Caledonian 1934 1977 400 Mrs. Lorna Mrs. V. M. Walker, 

Society Sheridan 52A Portersfield Road. 
Norwich, Norfolk 
NR2 3JX 

'66 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 200 Stuart L. Miss May Dickie, Flat No. 

Club of Australia Henderson 8, 26 The Crescent, 
Manly, N.S.W. 2095. 
Australia 

''ii Scottish Clans Miss M. Holmes. 15 

Association Appolohouse. 14 
Broadlands Road. 
Highgate. London 
N64AT 

'71 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 33 Bill Campbell R. M. Allen. 32 Greer 

Club Cres .. St. Albert. Alberta 
TSN ITS 

'12 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 92 Malcolm Murray T. S. Lea Kirkton 
House. Hunter Street. 
Chester 

'"Hort Matilda Burns 1934 1940 48 Dugald S. G. Gay. 9 Binnie St .. 

Club Robertson 
Gourock. Renfrcwshm:: 
PA19 

'"s Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 Robert Scott Miss Ann Pickering. 95 

Burns Clubs Clubs 
Dyfrig Street. Dyke head. 
Shott< 

2.; I 



fora ' tlt11t, 1111 ' a' that, 
It'!:> co111111

1 11et for 11' tltat, 
That 1111111 t~1 1111111 tlu• world o 'er 

Shall brit/Jers lie for a' tilnt. 

Robert Burns
the romantic 
years 

Follow the Burns Heritage Trail into the Ayrshire Valleys and discover the 
countryside Burns knew as a farmer and poet. In Mauchline, where he 
spent most of his adult life, you can visit the house in Castle Street in 
which he lived with Jean Armour. Poosie Nansie's is still a public house 
today, and there you'll receive as warm a welcome as the poet did 200 
years ago. Nearby in the grave yard of Mauchline Kirk, four of Burns' 
children are buried, as are many of his closest friends, such as Gavin 
Hamilton . Mossgiel Farm, still working today, can be seen from the 
National Burns Memorial, on the outskirts of the town. The town of 
Kilmarnock too played an important part in Burns' life. The famous 
Kilmarnock Edition was published in 1786 in a print shop now gone, but 
marked by a plaque in the town's modern Burns shopping mall. Many of 
Kilmarnock's citizens played their part in encouraging the ploughman poet, 
and the Burns Monument in the Kay Park is perhaps the most tangible 
tribute to Robert Burns. It is without argument that the Ayrshire Valleys 
played a major part in forging Robert Burns the poet and the man. Why 
not pay us a visit and see for yourself? 

Ayrshire Valleys Tourist Board 
62 Bank Street 
Kilmarnock KA 1 1 ER 
Tel: (0563) 39090 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
i80 Cum brae Burns Club 1896 1942 186 G. Wallace James Meechan 3 

Copeland rescent, 
Millport Isle of 
Cum brae 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 65 Thomas L. Tom B. Myles, 7b Wallace 
Burns Club Birkmyre House, Berryhill Road, 

Cumbernauld, Glasgow 
G67 !LU 

5 5 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 130 John Watson J. A . Dargavel, 31 Garry 
Club Clarinda Burns St., Glasgow 
Circle 

589 Salway Burns Club 1921 1978 90 James Grant Frank Smith , 21 Plumdon 
Park Ave .. Annan, 
Dumfriesshire 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 50 William Lindsay James L. Conn, 48 
Burns Club Houston Cres., Dairy 

KA244BJ 
606 Corby Stewarts & 1944 1945 30 J . Robb D . McDonald, 7 Bury 

Lloyd's Burns Club Close, Cotti ngham , 
Market Harborough, 
Leics. 

618 Altrincham and Sale 1945 1945 50 T. Marriot-Moore J . McFarlane , 9 Kipling 
Caledonian Society Close , Stockport , Cheshire 

SK25HS 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 1889 1946 150 Wm. A. Bruce Gordon Y. George, 14 

Burns Club Muirpark Road, Kinross 
KY13 7AT 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A . Johnston T. A. Johnston , 42 High 
Club St., Sanquhar , 

Dumfriesshire 
630 Coalsnaughton Burns 1945 1946 136 Wm . R . Murray John Pickles , 6 The 

Club Craigs, Devonside , 
Tillicoultry, Clacks. 

632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 53 Harry Bull Mrs. M. Hume. 101 
Lammermuir Road , 
Bellfield , Kilmarnock KA 1 
3UE 

612 Rutherglen Burns Club 1976 1978 27 Robert Edwards Mrs. Allison Brown. 2 
Blairtum Drive , 
Rutherglen. Glasgow G73 
3RY 

6l6 The Clear Winding 1946 1947 30 George Burt Mrs. Janet Snaddon. 44 
Devon Alva Burns The ebit. Alva. 
Club Clackmannanshire FK 12 

5DH 
657Fallin Gothenberg 1947 1947 101 John Nicol Jack Milroy. 28 Lamont 

Burns Club Cres .. Fallin . Stirlingshire 
FK7 7EJ 

660 Langholm Ladies' 1947 1947 45 Miss Grace Brown Mrs. Elaine Anderson. 2 
Burns Club Mary St. . Langholm. 

L Dumfriesshire DG 13 0 

:m 



on the Burns Heritage Trail 
· GLASGOW VENN EL · HECKLING SHOP · BURNSCLUB MUSEUM ' 
·BURNS LODGING HOUSE· AYRSHIRE WRITERS AND ARTISTS· 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
661 Leamington and 1947 1947 90 Mary Masters Miss H. B. esbit, 54 

Warwick Caledonian Crane Close, Woodloes 
Soc. Park, Warwick Y34 5HB 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 170 George Cameron- Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick. 
Caledonian Society Smith 20 Hesketh Close, St. Ives, 

Nr. Ringwood, Hants . 
BH24 2LA 

664 West Kilbride Burns 1947 1947 100 K. Bills Mrs. P. Milne, 2 
Club Woodside, West 

Kilbride 
665 Gartmorn Ladies' 1947 1948 40 Mrs. Jessie Pert Mrs. J. Pert, 137 Main 

Burns Club Street , Sauchie, Alloa, 
Clacks. FKIO 3JX 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies 1947 1948 140 Colin J. Campbell Andrew Richmond , 26 
Burns Club Frew Terrace. Irvine 

KA12 9EA 
681 The Cronies Burns 1948 1948 58 Mrs. Jean Mrs. E. Brady. 8 Haining 

Club. Kilmarnock McMillan Avenue, Bellfield , 

682Cumnock 'Joll y 1945 1948 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire 

45 Mr. Wm. Hall Mr. Wm. Hall, 8 
Beggars' Burns Club Glencairn, Cumnock 

683 Stratford·upon-Avon 1947 1948 100 Mr. A. Welch Mr. G. R. Forbes 63 
and Dist. Cal. Soc. Hunts Road, Stratford-

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie 1939 1949 21 
upon-Avon, CV37 7JJ 

Mrs. Hazel Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger . 10 
Nansie Ladies' Burns Weierter Durham Cres .. Lower 
Club Largo. Fife KY8 6D 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 100 David Caldwell Mr. C. J. D. Silver 
53 Holm Park 
Inverness IY2 4XU 

693 Masonic Burns Club, 1949 1949 40 Alexander John Middleton . 8 
Kirkcudbright Kirkpatrick Dovecroft , Kirkcudbright 

DG6 4JS 
695 Kilmaronock Burns 1949 1949 60 J. Blain Mrs. K. Liston. Rock 

Club (Dunbartonshire) Cottage. Gartocharn. 
By Alexandria , 
Dunbartonshire 

6% Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 174 J . B. Forrest Mrs. J. Scott. 95 
Soc. of St. Andrew Woodburn Drive . Whitley 

Bay. Tyne and Wear E26 
3HY 

69 Turrill Burns Club 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt Charles Calder . Cruachan. 
Johnston Park . Turriff 

699 Choppington Burns 1948 1949 120 J. Brady John E. Godden. 
Club 181 North Ridge. 

Bedlington. 
E22 6DG Northumbria 

7o1 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 57 Edward John Phillibcn. 6327 

Kozakiewicz Calhoun . Dearborn. 
Michigan. U.S.A. 48126 
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Alloway Publishing in conjunction with 
The Burns Federation are proud to 
announce in honour of the Bicentenary 
of the publication of the Kilmarnock 
Editon of 1786, an entirely new and 
definitive edition of the Complete Works 
of Scotland's National Bard. 

Authentic works which have been discovered 
since the late Professor Kinsley produced his 
Oxford edition in 1968 have been included ; 
and a complete revision of the text in light of 
the best available original manuscripts, make 
this new work invaluable to scholars and 
Burns devotees alike. 

The Poems themselves have been arranged in chronological order. Each poem is 

preceded by notes explaining the background, context, circumstances and 

personalities referred to therein. These notes, read in sequence, therefore ampl ify 

the biographical introduction and the calendar of dates in the poet' s life, thus 

building up into a very useful and illuminating commentary on his career. 

For the convenience of readers a marginal gloss of words and expressions is given 

throughout, and there is an excellent glossary in alphabetical order at the end of 

the book. 
The new edition runs to 704 pages plus over 40 plates, many in full colour. Like 

some of the earliest editions of Burns, this one was initially funded by subscription, 

end en Appendix lists the names and addresses of the 2,000 subscribers. 

This volume is the outcome of several years' painstaking research by James A. 

Mackey, M.A., Editor of The Burns Chronical. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS 

BICENTENARY SOUVENIR EDITION 

ISBN 0 907526 23 3 744 pp Cased £9.95 + p.&p. £2.00 

The Ayrshire Book 
of Bums-Lore is 
a compilation of 
the places, people, 
anecdotes end tradi
tions in Ayrshire 
associated with 
Robert Burns and 
his contemporaries. 

ISBN 0 907526 18 7 
144 pages Paperback , 
£3.95 + p.&p. 55p 

ON OCTOBER SUNSET 
is a selection by 
the author, William 
Graham of his own 
stories and verse, 
chosen from his life· 

OCTOBER time of writing -
SUNSET both in Scots and 

English. 

ISBN 0 907526 241 
88 pages Paperback 
£2.95 + p.&p. 50p 

Obtainable from all good 
booksellers or direct from 

ALLOWAY PUBLISHING LTD 
Hastings Square, 

Darvel, ~-
Ayrshire, Scotland. . 

Telephone 0560 20237 
1
, 

Book list on application 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
706 North Lindsey Scots 1927 1949 120 K. McDonald Mrs. H. Condron. 12 

Soc. Linton Rise. Burton 
upon Stather. South 
Humberside 

710 Burns Society of 1896 1950 285 Mr. Sandy Wyness Heather Scharzkopf 
Toronto Dawson Wyness 198 Sandringham 

Drive, Downsview, 
Ontario M3H I E3 
Canada 

711 The Victorian Scottish 1905 1950 33 Mr. D. Findlay G. McNaughton . 301 
Union SOC. Francis St.. Yarraville , 

Victoria Australia 3013 
718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 141 Mrs. M. Layhe Mr. Alex C. Layhe. 61 

of York Eastfield Avenue , Haxby, 
York Y03 8EZ 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 120 T. F. A. Martin D. A. Hodge. 
Scottish Society The Sheiling. 

White Hart Lane 
Springfield . Chelmsford . 
Essex 

720 Retford and Dist. Cal. 1949 1950 70 F. 1. Isaacs Mrs. K. Beardsall, 5 Trent 
Society St., Retford. Notts 

DN226NG 
721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 22 R. Johnstone Joseph B. Main. 42 Clinton 

Club Ave . Lipson . Plymouth 
PL4 7HA 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 1920 1950 90 A. W. Arnot D.S. MacDonald . 
·Strathlene' . Heights of 
Brae. Strathpcffer 
Ross-shire 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 80 Robert Crawford Douglas F. McEwan. 
18 Auchinbaird. Sauchic. 
Alloa. C lacks. 

726 Me lbourne Burns Club 1950 1951 so Mrs. Mavis Mrs. Stella M. Brown. 10 
Mitchell Elgar Rd .. Burwood . . 

Victoria, 3125. Australi a 
727The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 220 Ham ish Barclay Zita Thomse n. 3 Mulvad. 

of Denmark 2800 Lyngby. Denmark 
730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 98 Thomas Cannon Ian M. Thin . 

Tramerry. Wigtown. 
Wigtownsh ire DG8 9JP 

33 Abe rdeen Burns Study 1951 1974 15 David Duncan George F. Watt. 109 
Circle Smithfield Drive. 

Middlefield. Aberdeen 
AB2 7XD 

7.JO Thorntree Mystic 1949 1952 65 A. Honneysett David Phillips. 39 High 
Burns Club Street. Prestonpans. East 

Lothian EH32 9AJ 

m The Rornford Scottish 1931 1952 98 Miss Joyce White Miss Jane Trott. 15 Castle 

Association Road. Hadleigh . Bcnflcct. 
Essex SS7 2A Y 
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GLASGOW DISTRICT LIBRARIES 

THE MITCHELL LIBRARY 
Burns Collection 

.3t 
~~ 

Housed in the Department of Language & Literature, 

this is probably the largest Burns collection in the 

world. It contains over 3,500 items including -

900 editions of the works; 
Translations into 26 languages; 

Full set of Burns Chronicle and indexes: 
Newspaper cuttings and index; 

Burns clubs reports and programmes: 

10 original manuscript letters and poems; 

Index of illustrations of poems and songs; 

sound recordings of poems and songs; 
All forms of printed Burnsiana. 

Telephone and postal enquiries undertaken. 

THE MITCHELL LIBRARY 
North Street, Glasgow 03 7DN. 



Mem-
\'o. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
·.w Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 168 William Nicol J. Stewart Tait, 98 Grange 

Society Road. Belmont , Durham 
DHl IAQ 

'l5 Northumberland and 1924 1952 220 Jim Watt Miss D. Hossent , 106 
Durham Cal. Society Haydon Close, Fawdon. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE3 2BZ 

:.isouplaymui r Burns Club 1936 1953 32 Dr. J. McGregor J. W. Wright, Waterside , 
Uplawmoor. Glasgow 
G78 4AA 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and 1951 1953 120 Alex Campbell Mrs. Maureen F. Forsyth. 
Dist. Scottish Society 64 Garstang Road West , 

Poulton-le-Fylde . Lanes. 
FY67SN 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 120 Stuart Campbell Mrs. E. Young. 
76 Silcoates 
Lane, Wrenthorpe . 
Wakefield WF2 ONY 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 120 Thomas John Combe. 100 Carden 
Beggars Burns Club Mcintyre Castle Park, Ca rdenden. 

Fife KY5 OEB 
769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 70 W. M. Dawson James Hendry. 27 

Club Auchinbaird. Sauchie . 

• 2 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 
By Alloa 

60 John Prosser 
-73 Cumnock Cronies 1910 1954 100 John Graham Eric Love . 89 Barshare 

Burns Club Road. Cumnock. Ayrshire 
KAI S INN 

·74 Gloucester Scottish 1937 1983 100 John Robertson James M. Laurie. 5 
Society Howard Place. Hucclecotc. 

Gloucester GL3 3RZ 
777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 57 R . Ward B. W. Crosbie. 

Scottish Society ·woodlands'. Stapleton 
Lane. Kirkby Mallory. 
Leicester 

:M Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 140 R. Alistair Brooks Robert Donaldson. 2 
Abbotseat Road . Kel<,o 
TD5 7SL 

;91 Swindon and Dist. Cal 1946 1955 189 Jack Beattie Mrs. B. Beattie. IS Grey· 
Society O.B.E .. M.A wethers Avenue. Swindon. 

B.Sc Wiltshire SN3 I QF 
\!J} Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 80 Hugh Docherty Charles Kennedy. I 0 I 

Club Dundonald Park. 
Carden den. Fife KYS ODG 

lllJ8 Pontefract and Dist. 1956 1957 48 Mr. D. Hill F. Hiorns. 15 Maple A\e .. 
Cal. Society Hardwick Road. 

Pontefract WF8 30 
11119 David Lightfoot Mrs . Helen Wadde ll . 56 Allamon Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 26 A llershaw T owe r. Wish a". Burns Club 

Lanarkshire ML2 OLP 

~Ill Thirty-seven Burns 1957 1973 37 J. Archibald Thos. D. Campbell. 76 

Club. Shotts Henderson Dyfri g St. Shott..,. 
Lanark-.hirc ML7 -IDO 

~39 



THE BURNS HOUSE 
MUSEUM, MAUCHLINE 

On the upper floor is the room in which Burns began his 
married life, while the gallery contains many pictures and 
items of Burns' interest. 

Another room is devoted to a Curling Exhibition donated 
by Kelvingrove Art Gallery. 

A large display of Mauchline Boxware attracts many 
visitors. The Kirkyard with its strong Burns connections is 

nearby. 

Parties are welcome; guides are available and teas can be 
arranged. Evening visits could occupy a syllabus meeting. 

Opening hours-Easter to 30th September, 11.30 am-
12.30 pm and 1.30 pm-5.30 pm . Sundays 2.00 pm-5 .00 pm . 
Visits outwith hours and season by arrangement-phone 
Mauchline 50045. 

D . I. Lyell, M.A., F.S .A. Scot. , 9 East Park Avenue. 

Mauchline. _J 
._ ____ ___ 



Mem-
10. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

111 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 60 David Clark Walter Hall , 5 Paterson 
Ave ., Logan , Cumnock. 
Ayrshire KAI S 3HR 

111 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 130 Mrs. Ire ne Dr . J . M. Davidson . 
Bradford Anderson The Gables, Apperley 

Lane , Apperly Bridge. 
Nr Bradfo rd 

1IJTranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 46 Peter Thomson George Murdoch , 49 
Bankpark G rove , Trancnt . 
E . Lothi an EH33 IA H 

11 · Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 40 William McK. Ewen C. Mair , c/o Messrs 
Bums Club Barrowman Hewats. Clydesdale Bank . 

Buildings. Dalbcattie . 
Stewartry District 

121 Ayr Masonic Burns 1919 1958 35 William D obson William Logan . 5 Mossgicl 
Club Road , Ayr 

1~2 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 35 Mrs. E . M. Lake Mr. Michael Lake, 22 
Society Delamerc Drive. 

Mansfi e ld . Notts. 
NGl 8 4D E 

SN Stirling. Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 J . B. Yates Ken Crozier. New 
and West Perthsi re Clubs Cottage. 2 1 Campbe ll 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs Stree t. Dollar . 

Clackm ann anshire 
25The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 25 Mrs. Davina Baird. Miss Mary Aytoun . 

Burns Club , Edinburgh M .B .E . M.B.E .. 31 Will owbrae 
Avenue. Edinburgh 

JI Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 40 Dr. J. R . R. H olms Donald McGregor. The 
Club Schoolhouse. 

Lochgoilhead. Argyll 

bJ.l St. Andrew's Society 1960 1959 95 Mrs. Joyce Allen H . E. Crowthe r . 78 Sylvan 

(Alt rincham, Sale and Ave. Tim pcrley, 
District) Altrincham. Cheshire 

WA l56AB 

839 Coldstream Burns Club 1888 196 1 11 4 James M. Davidson William Jackson . 

B.Sc. Homestead . Hirsel. 
Coldstream. Bcrwickshirc 
TD 12 4LW 

Ml Robert Burns Assoc. of 1955 1961 175 Robert McKe nna Richard Jewkes. 7215 

Montreal. Canada Boyer St .. Montreal. 
Q uebec . Canada H2R 2R6 

\.ll ·Ye Bonnie Doon· 1932 1961 40 John Little Mrs. Bessie Little . 22-26 

Burns Club, Hamilton. Bristol Street. 

Ont. . Canada Hamil ton . Ontario. 
Ca nada LSL 2T8 

&15Tam o' Shanter. 1959 196 1 1790 George Mudie Jas. McCaw. T am o 

Coventry Shanter Club. Hcrtford Pl. . 
Coventry. Warwickshire 
CVl 3JZ 

115() Dollar Masonic Burns 1961 1977 100 John Cl arke 
Alex. B. Mc iver. P. 1. . 

Club Harvieston Lodge . Dollar 
FKI ~ 7PY 

2.JI 
Q 



- · ---

BURNS' 
HOUSE 
DUMFRIES 

OPEN: 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries should not fail to visit the old 
Red Sandstone House in Burns Street, in which 

the Poet lived and died. The House is open to 

visitors and contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family . The House is one minutes 

walk from St. Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Burns Mausoleum. 

Open All Year 

10.00 am-1.00 pm, 2.00 pm-5.00 pm Monday to Saturday 

2.00 pm-5.00 pm Sunday 
(Closed Sunday and Monday October to March) 

ADMISSION TO HOUSE 

Adults 30p Children 15p 



No. Name Inst. 

51 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 

859 Eglinton Burns Club , l 960 
Irvine 

862 Market Rasen Scottish l 960 
Association 

864 Burnie Burns Club , 
Tasmania 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 
Club 

866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. 
of Massachusetts 

872 East Midland's Assoc. 
of Scottish Socs. 

74 Melbourne Masonic 
Burns Club, 
Victoria 

878 Workshop Burns and 
Cal. Club 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. 
. Soc. 

882 Canberra Highland Soc. 
and Burns Club 

7 Gainsborough and Dist. 
Caiedonian Society 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie 
Jean· Burns Club 

90 The Wollongong Burns 
Society 

1962 

1961 

1955 

1962 

1949 

1963 

1965 

1960 

1924 

1952 

1959 

1966 

Mem
Fed. bers President Secretary 

1962 36 F. T. Hogsden Mrs. J . Little, a Mersey 
Place, Mt. Roskill , 
Auckland , cw 
Zealand 

1963 l 50 G. Stevenson S. Robertson, Eglinton 
Arms Hotel, High Street , 
Irvine 

1963 105 C. B. Grant C. B. G rant , Field House, 
Wickenby, Lincoln 
LN35RB 

1970 40 

1963 32 

1963 35 

1964 175 

1964 6 
Socs . 

1964 30 

1965 150 

1965 120 

1966 850 

1967 30 

1967 20 

1967 36 

F. D. J. Taylor 

William Young 

Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, 147 
David St ., East Dcvonport . 
Tasmania , Australia 73 10 
J. T. Grahamslaw. 8 The 
Brae , Cambusbarron , 
Stirling 

Mrs. Sheena Mercer A . Chapman. 9 Vernon St ., 

Peter Stewart 

Cotmanh ay, Ilkeston. 
Derbyshire 
Miss Margaret Laird, 189 
Forest Stree t , Arlington, 
Massachussetts 02 174, 
U.S.A . 

J. D. MacFarlane Mrs. N. Wood , 

Chieftain Keith 
E. Dodd 

Abington Lodge, 
Northampton 
Jan R . Hawkins J .P., 
138 Elm Street , 
Northcote 3070 
Victori a, Austra li a 

Mr. R . B. Jardine T . H . Engli sh , 166 
Raymoth Lane, Worksop, 
Notts. S8 I 7DY 

D. Griffin 

Ronald K. 
Drummond 

Lew Reid 

John Brown 

Tom Ncwan 

Mrs. J . Black burn , 
84 , The Gills arr Bank , 
Otl ey. West Yorks 
Charles. C. Taylor , P.O. 
Box 69. Kingston. 
Canberra A.C.T . 20M. 
Australia 
Angus McLarty. 
·cruachan'. 5 Vicarage 
Lane . Beckingham, r. 
Doncaster. S. Yorks. 
D 10 -IP 
R . B. Cleland. 16 
McC\urg Court. 
Motherwel l ML I l XH 
Mrs. Anne Ridley. -19 
Murphy's Ave nue. 
Keirav illc. Wollongong. 
NSW2500. Australia 



AVRSHIRE AND BURNS COUNTRY 

GOLF 

SWIMMING 

FISHING 

BOWLING 

for 

15, including 3 Championship courses 

With a choice of 4 indoor heated pools or miles of 
safe sandy beaches 

Sea, river or loch 

On first class greens 

HORSE RACING At Scotland's Premier Racecourse 

CASTLES - GARDENS -THEATRE - CINEMA 
AND SO MUCH MORE! 

The scenic splendour of the area is unequalled anywhere in 
the world. Whatever time of year you choose to visit, you can 
be sure of something happening, whether it be one of the 
Festival Weeks, or one of the major events which are held in 
the area throughout the year. For further information and full 
colour brochures contact : 

AYRSHIRE AND BURNS COUNTRY TOURIST BOARD 
39 SANDGATE 

AYR 
TEL(0292) 284196 

(24-hour answering service) 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

893 North Bay Burns Club , 1967 1968 40 Ron Coyne Mrs . Jemima S. Boyle. 
Ontario 122 Strathcona Dr., 

North Bay, Ontario, 
Canada PIA 2N3 

894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 1967 1968 50 Gavin Maynard Mrs. B. Ward , 26 Alpha 
Society Ave ., Molescroft Beverley. 

N. Humberside HUl7 7JE 
895 Westerton Burns 1968 1968 40 Thomas Heggie John Neill , 5 

Club Muirpark Gardens, 
Glenochil Village. 
Tullibody , 
Clackmannanshire 
FK10 3AJ 

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 1957 1968 36 Frank Macleod Mrs. C. Moir , P.O. Box 
575, Freetown . Sierra 
Leone, W.A . 

897 Glenbervie Burns 1947 1969 20 L. R . Burness George F. Watt , 109 
Memorials Assoc. FRGS F.S .A. Smithfield Drive , 

(Scot) Middlefield , 
Aberdeen AB2 7XD 

900 Irvine Valley Burns 1968 1970 20 Mrs. Anna Mrs . Helen P . R . 
Club Beveridge McMillan , 5 Mill Cres. , 

Newmilns , Ayrshire 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 1959 1970 35 Tom B. Myles Alex . Corbett , 

25 Manor St. , 
Falkirk FK I I NH 

907 Stonehouse Burns Club 1971 1971 45 Alan Robertson Duncan McKcchnie. 4 
Cander Avenue, 
Stonehouse , Lanarkshire 
ML9 3ND 

908 'Brithers Be· Burns 1971 1971 16 Thomas Howie Mrs . Anne Mcintyre . 

Club 21 Wallace Street, 
Kilmarnock KA I I SB 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 George Simpson George Simpson , 13 
Weaver Row , St. Ninians . 
Stirling FK7 9AS 

914 Ipswich and West 1903 1972 21 A. M. W. Keddie Mrs. Ann Keddie , 

Moreton Cal. Soc. and 76 Diamond St.. 

Burns Club River View, 
Ipswich 4304. Queensland 
Australia 

9l5 Canterbury Burns Club 1971 1972 80 
Miss N. M. Hill , P.O. 

(Inc) Box 33119 Barrington 
Christchurch 2. ew 
Zealand 

916 Hole i' the Wa' , Burns 1964 1972 50 George Perry Neil McKeand. 

Club 49 Greenlea Cres .. 
Collin. Dumfri es 
DGI 4PR 

917 Scottish Presidents' 1958 1972 100 Mrs. Jessie Walker Lew W. Reid . Lea Rig. 152 

Assoc. 
Lea Rvad. Gainsborough . 
Lines . DN21 IA 

2-l5 



Burns in Irvine 
Robert Burns came to Irvine in 1781 to learn flax dressing. 

He lived at No.4 Glasgow Venne/ and worked in the heckling 

shed (No .JO) which has recently been restored. These buildings 

are now open to the general public, who can see our national 

poet 's domestic and working environment interpreted in an 

interesting fashion. 

Irvine Town Trail 
~ "Wee, sleekit, cowrin' 
~ ........ ._ .. , ... tim 'rous beastie, " .......... ..,.;"''" .... l'

1

""~ ~ ... \ .. ................ . 

The little mouse of which Burns wrote has been incorporated 

into a series of studs which indicate the route of a town trail 

leading to many of the town's most interesting buildings 

and features. 

Further information is available from Ayrshire Writers 

& Artists Club, 10 Glasgow Venne/, Irvine KA12 OBD. 

Irvine Development Corporation, Telephone 214100 

Cunninghame District Council, Telephone 74166 



Mem-
Vo. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

918 Dover and East Kent 1887 1973 120 William Hay Mrs. Dorothy MacFarlane . 
Scottish Society 169 Elms Yale, Road. 

Dover. Kent CT17 9PW 
919 Orange and District 1944 1973 100 Stan Maybin Mrs. Anne Brown , 372 

Scottish Assoc. Lords Pl ace, Orange. 
and Burns Club NSW. Australia 2800 

920 Trysting Thorn Burns 1971 1973 40 Jack Steel John Prott, 
Club 8 Hann ahston Ave .. 

Drongan, Ayrshire 
921 Northern Scottish 1972 1973 36 William R. Miss Ethel Hall . 280 

Counties Assoc. of Murray, M .A. Whitehall Place. Aberdeen 
Burns Clubs AB24PA 

912 The Cl umber Burns 1973 1973 11 C. W. Burnett L. J eavons~ 36 Brunswick 
Club Rd .. Broom Valley. 

Rotherham. S. Yorks . S60 
2RH 

923 Old Manor Burns Club . 1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay James Boyle. 28 Cawder 
Bridge of Allan Rd .. Bridge of Allan. 

Stirlingshire 
m S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 1939 1973 49 James McKenzie John H . Winning. 4 

Branch) Burns Club Hillview Ave .. Dumfries 
DGI 4DY 

925 Laurieston Burns Club 1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter. ·Cromdale.' 
66 Redding Rd .. 
Laurieston. Falkirk FK2 
9JU 

926 Rosamond Burns Club. 1973 1974 32 Mrs. C. McCaffrey Mrs. Mary Wilson. 

Gretna Green 8 Falcon Drive. 
Gretna CA6 SJU 

927 The Tarbolton Club 1967 1974 16 Alex La uchlan Robert M. Allan. 32 Greer 

Edmonton Cres .. St. Albert. Alberta . 
Canada T8N ITS 

929 Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' 1974 1974 40 John Mackay Wm. Ham ilton . 36 

Burns Club Marchwood Cres .. 
Bathgate. West Lothian 
EH48 IDA 

930 The Wheatsheaf Burns 1974 1974 60 Kenneth McLeod T. Weir. 46 Bantaskine 

Club. Falkirk Drive . Fa lkirk. 
Stir lingshirc 
FKI SHS 

931 Beith Caledonia Burns 1974 1974 35 John Lynch Jack G. D. Robert;on. 

Club Eglin ton Kennels .. 
Kilwinning. Ayn,h1re . 

933 Busbichi ll Burns Club 1974 1974 47 Fel ix Todd 
James F. Craig. 9 Parkhill 
Ave .. Crosshousc. 
Kilmarnock KA2 OJF 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 1975 197 W. A. Woods A. Colquhoun. PO Box 
580. Bahrain. Arabian iulf 

935 Torbrcx lnn Burns Cl ub 1975 1975 45 George Simpson Jame<, Kinnear . 5 
Donald,01~ Place . 
Camb1r,barron . St1rlt11g 
FK 7-!E:" 
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Welcome to our World • 

Breathtaking style and a unique 
warmth of welcome combine to 
make any stay really special. 

Spectacular lagoon-side suites 
,ctf,..,"-Mimlil open up to reveal a lost continent 

of stunning tropical beauty, palm 
festooned pathways and a myriad 
of plants and rocks. Where an 
exotic menu is offered throughout 
the day . 

Our rooms have been 
thoughtfully designed and fully 
equipped for your comfort-in 
short, the ultimate in luxury. 

The exquisitely styled a la carte 
restaurant offers a harmony of 
delight in wines and food , 
skilfully prepared in one of the 
most up-to-date and widely 
acclaimed kitchens in Scotland. 

Special group rates negotiable. 

Mount 
Cha~te 

~ 

Roseholm , Annick Water, Irvine KAll 4LD. Tel: 74272 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns 1975 1975 52 Mrs. H e len Bell Mrs. Anne Gaw, 7 
Club Highfield Place , N. Girdle 

Toll , Irvine KAI I IBW 
937 East Kilbride Burns 1973 1975 220 James H amilton lain A. MacPherson , East 

Club Kilbride Development 
Corpn., Atholl House , 
East Kilbride 
G74 !LU 

939 Griffin Burns Club, 1975 1975 120 James L. Chalmers William Adair. 36 
Gartcosh Woodlands Ave., Mount 

Ellen. Gartcosh, Glasgow 
G69 8BT 

940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 1948 1975 90 Mrs. Moira Lewis R. F. Graham . Orion. 
Society 20 Steynton Road , 

Milford Haven, Dyfed 
941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1975 32 Paul Goinfriddo Robert B. Carlyle, c/o 

San Diego Colonial Inn , 9 10 
Prospect Street, La 
Jolla California. USA 
92037 

943 Humberside Burns Soc . 1970 1976 72 Graham Harley Maurice Croasdell , 32 
Claremont Avenue, 
Beverley High Rd .. Hull 
HU67NE 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 so James Fryar James Fisher. 5 New 
Paisley lnchinnan Road. Paisley . 

Renfrewsh ire 
z 

945 Kirk lees Scottish 1974 1976 25 David Medlen Mrs. E. J. Medlen , 34 
Highland Society Thorpe Lane, 

Almondbury , 
Huddersfield . Yorkshire 
HOS 8TA 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 34 John Waitelock Andy Hay. 2 Brandy Lane. 
10401 - 19 Street S.W .. 
Calgary , Alberta, Canada 
T2W 3E7 

948 Saltcoats Glencairn 1975 1976 25 John D avidson William Stewart, 31 

Masonic Burns Club Sidney Street. Saltcoats. 
Ayrshire 

949 Fir Park Club . Burns 1976 1976 29 J . F. Good A .• Carbray. 78 Shields 

Section Drive. Motherwell MLI 
2DX 

95o Drumoyne and District 1932 1976 100 Colin Wilson Mrs. Shirley Wilson. 11 

Scottish Soc. and 
Innes Street. Five Dock. 

Burns Club NSW2046 Australia 
951 Birnbeck Burns Club 1975 1976 100 Richard Gee William C. Le Breton. 

Weston-s-Mare ' 7 Mendip Edge. Blcadon 
Hill , Weston -s-Ma re . Avon 
BS24 9JF 

95-1 Newton Burns Club. 1962 1977 60 Robe rt Di amond Alex Baird . 215 

Ayr Whitletts Road. 
Ayr 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUS.ES 

MAUCHLINE. AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Burns Association who manage the 
Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the upkeep 
of the eleven houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting, 
are adding to their costs and they ask you keep this fact in mind. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to: 

Scott I. Galt, LL.B., Secretary and Treasurer, 
157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow Gl2 9JA 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
9ii Gartwhinzean Burns 1968 1977 140 James King Henry S. Kinnaird, 

Club Middleton of Aldie, 
Fossoway , Kinross KYl3 
7QJ 

956 Nantwich and District 1958 1977 79 John Stewwart Mrs . Sally F. Staples , 
Scottish Society 'Orcadia ,' 8 Westfield Dr .. 

Westaston. Crewe. 
Cheshire CW2 SES 

9i7 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 60 Stuart Jardine Sandra Wilson 209-2865 
Cedarwood Drive, Ottawa. 
Ontario, K IV 068 

958 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 1977 80 Stephen Singlar Kenneth E . McCartney. 
271. Toledo, Ohio 827 Continental Blvd ., 

Toledo 
9i9 Bangkok St. Andrew 1977 22 Ian Fleming J. R. Lumsden , The 

Soc. Chartered Bank , PO Box 
320. Bangkok , Thailand 

%1 Larkhall Burns Club 1977 1977 35 William Mcintosh Andrew K. S. Taylor , 
I Devonport Park , 
West Wood , East 
Kilbride G75 8PU 

962 Caledonian Society of 1892 1977 160 Peter Millar Mrs. Rosemary Millar , 
Pretoria PO Box 97 1 , Pretoria, 

0001, Republic of South 
Africa 

%3 Cotgrave Burns Club 1977 1978 40 Graham Cunnah Mrs. Elizabeth Ferns , 
Flagholme , Cotgrave 
Notts . NG12 3PE 

9M The Gamb ia 1954 1977 100 Miss Blyth Brown Jennifer Phimiste r , PO 
Caledonian Society Box981 , Banjul , The 

Gambia. 
%5 Royal Caledonian Soc . 1977 R. M. Verrall, 7 Warrego 

of S. Australia Cres. Linden Park. South 
Australia 5065 

966 Clan Rose Society of 1970 1977 186 Edwin B. Rose Col. John B. Rose. Jr. , 
America USAF (Ret'd) 21 Linwood 

Road, Fort Walton 
Beach FI 32548 USA 

967 Earlsferry Burns Club 1975 1977 30 John F. Robertson G . Walsh , Earlscross. 
Earlsferry, Elie. Fife 

969 Huddersfield St. 1884 1977 R. Gordon Smith Jan M. Duthie. 26 
Andrew Society Greenway , Honley. 

Huddersfield HD7 2B2 
9 1 North Berwick Burns 1899 1978 185 Mrs. Marjorie Mrs. Margaret Ann . 

Club Whytock Crawford. ·At holl Lodge 
13 East Road , orth 
Berwick , East Lothian 
EH39 4LF 

9 2 Don Va lley Calcdonian 197 1 1978 90 Mr. G. Conroy R. J. Smith 6 Carr 
Society View Avenue. Doncaster 

DN4 8A Y 

2_-1 



'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 

Robert Burns.'-G/asgow Herald. 

National Burns Memorial and 
Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

The 
Cottage 
Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Robert Burns 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the heart of 
the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, carefully selected 
from all quarters. Many of the Cottagers left tied houses on retirement 

with nowhere else to stay. 
There are no irksome restrictions . They have their own key, their own 

furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, and have their own 

friends calling on them as they wish . 
The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers to 

continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' in ideal 

surroundings. 
The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and added 

to, and for this purpose. 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:-

A. J. Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 



Mem -
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

973 Salsburgh Miners Burns 1978 1978 32 Henry Leckie Catherine Gardner, 58 
Club Carvale Ave., Salsburgh. 

Shotts ML7 4NQ 
974 Elliot Lake Burns Club 1978 1978 57 Mrs. Margaret Glynis Nol an , 

Sargent 8 Canberra Cres., 
Elliot Lake , Ontario, 
Canada P5A 

976 Hopetoun Laddies 1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry C. Young, 45 George 
Burns Club Cres., Ormiston. 

Tranent , East Lothian 
EH35 5JB 

977 Whyalla St. Andrew 1974 1978 100 David Kirk Jock Dewson , PO Box 
Society 2086, Whyall a, Norrie 

5608, South Australia 
978 Burns Appreciation Colin McKenzie, 511 1 

Society of Dickeyville Witheredsville Rd ., 
Baltimore, Maryland 
21207, U.S.A. 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 42 J. A ll an W. Alexander , I 18 
Willies' Burns Club Magdalene Gardens , 

Edinburgh 
980 Niagara Falls Burns 1926 1979 26 Bill Molloy Mrs . Betty Freeman , 40 

Club Old Orchard, 
Williamsville. 
New York 14221 

I Berkshire Burns Club 1978 1979 25 Inez S. Moore Gladys Davidson, 
Massachusetts ' PO Box 134. 

Lenox , Mass., 
U.S.A. 01240 

982 Garnock Burns Club 1868 1979 36 W. Johnston W. A. Law. 25. Balfour 
Avenue, Beith KAIS IAW 

3 Montreal General 196 1 1979 21 C. F. D. Ackmon S. G. Macisaac. 
Hospital Burns Society Department of Urology. 

1650 Cedar Ave .• Montreal 
H3G I A4. Quebec. 
Canada 

984 MacQuarie-Stewart 1979 1979 40 Des Taylor Edward McColgan. Town 
Burns Cl ub House 22. 4 Trafalgar 

Place. Marsfield N .. W. 
Australia 2122 

5 ew Galloway Burns 1979 1979 44 Leslie A . Young G. Lindsay. Mansefield 
Masonic Club House. St. Mary Street. 

Kirkcudbright DG6 ~EL 

~ Robert Burns Society 1978 1979 120 John Dodds Roddie Brunston. PO Box 

of Annapolis. Ltd. 4185. Annapolis 
MD2 I 403-6 I 85 USA 

Hull Scots Society of 19 10 1979 169 J . G. Brown Mrs. c. D. H. Brown. 31 

St. Andrew Dunvegan Rd .. Hull H 
9JD 

' 9 Holt Hill Burns Club 1979 Keith Cleary Mrs. F. Graham . 29 Carla\\ 
Rd .. Prcn ton. Birkenhead. 
Merseyside 
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Johnnie Walker 
Born 1820- still going strong 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 1967 1979 James McSavaney Margaret McSavaney , 24 
Foxlow Street , Canley 
Heights, NSW 2166. 
Australia 

992 Marchbank Burns Club 1959 1980 46 Jim Tait Robert Sutherland. 4 
Delhaig, Gorgie Road, 

993 Cambusbarron Social 
Edinburgh EH I I 3AQ 

1956 1980 1000 George Smart Mrs. Greta McAllister , 16 
Club Bruce Terrace. 

994 Robert Burns Society of 1978 1980 120 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 

Joe T. Jenkinson Mrs. Helen MeLendon , 
the Midlands Columbia Strachan PO Box 1953 Columbia. 

S.C. 29202 U.S .A. 
995 Drongan and District 1950 1980 74 James Keirs Peter McPhee. 16 

Working Mens Burns Mainsford Ave ., Drongan. 
Club Ayrshire KA6 7DH 

996 Lodge St. Andrew, 1771 1980 James McDowall R. Ghee, lnglewood, 
Kilmarnock Moscow , Ayrshire 

998 Eyemouth Clachan 1959 1980 32 Henry Collin Thomas Wilson . SA Paxton 
Burns Cl ub Terrace. Eyemouth , 

Berwickshire 
999 Dumfries & District 1952 1980 24 George McCall Neil Strevines, 82 

Round Table Burns Makbrar Road. Dumfries 
Club 

1000 United Glass Jolly 1977 1980 20 J. Harrower Alistair Mochar. 2 
Beggars Burns Club Randyford Road. Falkirk. 

Stidingshire FK2 9DE 
1001 Mystic Highland Pipe 1980 1981 130 George Fraser Charles R . Cyr. 60 Elm St.. 

Band Burns Club Stonington. Connecticut , 
U.S.A. 06378 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 1980 1981 70 J. Sutherland J. McDougall, 6 Sulman 
Scottish Club Road. Cabramatta . 

N.S.W .. Australia 
\003 Whiteadder Burns Club 1952 1981 55 James Guthrie J . S. Walker. 44 

Newfields. Berwick on 
Tweed TD 15 1 ST 

\004 Gatehouse of Fleet 1952 1981 90 Jim W. Finlay George McCulloch. 
Burns Club Fleetwood . Gatehouse of 

Fleet. DG7 2EH 
\005 Tamworth & District 1959 1981 158 K. R. B. Macintyre Miss A. Latimer. 8 

Scottish Society Belvedere lose . 
Pcrrycrofts. Tamworth. 
Staffs B79 STP 

Hl06 St. Andrews Society of 1893 1981 144 Mrs. Muriel John McNab . Sierra 
Mexico Mcintosh Ventana 745. Lomas 

Chapultepec. Mexico 
\ODF. Mexico 

1(1()7 Burns Anniversary 1963 1981 300 John C. MacLean Mrs. E. S. MacLcan. 88 

Committee of Rhode Boxwood Avenue. 
Island Cranston. Rhode 

Island 02910 . .A. 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit to the 
Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building the starting 
point of 'Tam's' immortal ride to Alloway Kirk is now 
open to the public as a Museum, containing many interest
ing exhibits connected with Robert Burns and his epic story 

of 'Tam O' Shanter'. 

Open daily (except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults 35p School Children 20p 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

1008 Caledonian Society of 1968 1981 112 William B. G. George L. Goode. I 
West Cumberland Anton Meadow Grove. 

Cocke rmouth. Cumbria 
CAl3 9PB 

1009 The Edmonton Scottish 1938 1981 875 R . M. Allen D. Feguson . PO Box 
Society 80 1 Edmonton Alberta 

T5J 2L4 Canada 
IOIO H. & W. Burns Club, 1981 1981 160 James Jamieson James Heron. 2 Harland 

Belfast Park. Belfast. N. Ireland 
1 1011 Haddington Golf Club 1974 1981 450 Ian Gibson T. Shaw. St. Ann's Place. 

Haddington. E. Lothian 
1012 The Edmonton 1975 1981 100 Frederick G . R. Devine. 9738-154 St .. 

Dundonald Burns Club Book ham Edmonton . Alta. TSP 2G3. 
Canada 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 1980 1982 70 James D . Cameron Robert Munn, 35 Park 
View, Balmullo. t . 
Andrews. Fife 

1014 The Traditional Music 1982 Hamish Henderson Irene Riggs. 27 Croft Cres .. 
& Song Assoc. of Markinch . Fife . 
Scotland 

1015 Maltby and District 1982 1982 60 K. M. Beech D. J. Brennan. 23 Cripps 
Burns Society Close, Maltby. nr 

Rotherham. S. Yorks S66 
7JP 

1016 Leyland and District 1981 1982 25 Brian E. Walker B. E. Walker . 35 
Burns Society Longmeanygate. 

Leyland. Preston. 
Lancashire PRS 3PA 

1017 Southwick Burns Club 1982 1982 20 Inez S. Moore Heydon A. Moore. 154 
Vining Hill Road. 
Southwick . MA . 01077. 
U.S.A. 

1018 East Antrim Burns 1979 1983 35 William Dennison Sam Cross. 42 
Association Glenvale Park . 

Glynn. Lame BT40 3EZ 
1019 Rumbling Bridge Burns 1983 1983 60 James King Norman Gibson. 

Club Gartwhinzean Road. 
Powmill. by Doll ar 

l020 Netherthi rd and 1982 1983 35 William Pender Andrew D.S. McB room. 

Craigens Burns Club 63 John Allen Drive. 
Skerrington . Cumnock. 
Ayrshir~ KA 18 3AG 

1021 Kuwait Caledonians 1978 1983 180 Ronnie Sinclair Peter Robertson. PO Box 
58. Safat. Kuwait . 

1022 Blane Valley Burns 1980 1983 23 George Eastcroft Malcolm Mclean . Balv1c 
Club Bank. Drymen Road . 

Milngavic. Glasgow 
1123 Skipton and District 1957 1983 140 James Kcntley Francis W. Clarke. 17 

Caledonian Society Barnwood Cresce nt . 
Earby. Colnc. Lanes 
BBS 6PD 
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THE BURNS FEDERATION 
Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, 

Kilmarnock KAl 3BU 

Associate Membership 
Ladies or Gentlemen. whether or not they are members of a federated Club or 
ociety. may become Associate Members of the Burns Federation by applying in 

writing to the Hon. Secretary. The subscription is £10 per annum. Associate 
Members are entitled to a free copy of the Bums Chronicle, a copy of the minutes 
of the Executive Committee and to attend the Annual Council of the Federation. 

New Publications 
The Complete Works of Robert Burns (one volume) 

£9.95 
Souvenir Edition 
Full colour poster ( asmyth portrait surrounded by 
scenes from his life & work) 20" x 28" 

£2.00 
Member's price £1.50 

Publications. etc. available from Headquarters: 
Burns Chronicle ( 1986) paperbound £4.50 

clothbound £7.00 

Burns Federation Song Book £2.50 
The Life of Robert Burns (for children) £ 1.25 
A Scots Handset £2.25 
Bairnsangs £ 1.-15 
Robert Burns. the Man and his work (Hans Hecht) £6.50 
Robert Burns and Edinburgh £1.00 
The Burns Encyclopedia (Maurice Lindsay) £10.95 
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns (James Barke) £.J.95 

-paperback £2.95 

Twenty Favourite Songs and Poems of Robert Burns (Gourdie) £1.50 
Johnnie Walker's ·Burns Supper Companion' (Hugh Douglas) £.J.85 

Diplomas (club membership cards) 15p 
Burns Federation Centenary Badges £1.00 
Burns Check Ties £3.50 
Burns Check Bow Ties £3.00 
Greetings Cards-Burns at the Plough 35p 
·Wha's Like Us· Greetings Cards 50p 

Tea Towels with hanging clips £2.99 
Tote Bags £3.50 

Burns and Bible (G. H. Paton) £.J.95 
Burn Federation 1885-1985 (Centenary Book) £7 .50 

-Members price £5.00 

'200 Club' 
The Burns Federation 200 Club is open to members of affiliated Burns Clubs and 
Scottish Societies and to Associate Members of the Burns Federation. The Charge 
for membe rship is £12 to be paid between lst May and 30th June annually. Ther: 
arc ten consecutive dra\\'S each of which pays out £30. CO and £10 . In addition £12) 
"ill be paid out four times per annum when all 200 memberships are taken up. 
Proceed> of the 200 Club go to assist the work of the Burns Federation . 



No. Name Inst. 

102rnorth American 1980 
Association of 
Federated Burnsians 

1025 Newton Lads Burns 1983 
Club. Midlothian 

1026 Duns Burns Club 1955 

1027 The Scottish Australian 1981 
Heritage Council 

1028 Mercat Hotel Burns 1975 
Club 

1029 Kilwinning Burns Club 1982 

1030 Darlington Gaelic 1968 
Society 

1031 Crammond Brig Burns 1983 
Club 

Hl32 Croydon Burns Society 

1033 Java St. Andrew 1919 
Society 

Mem
Fed. bers President 

1983 Dr. J. Connor 

1983 26 George 
Montgomery 

1983 45 James Aitken 

1983 250 W. F. F. 
Maclennan 

1983 40 John Noble 

1983 103 Charles Speirs 

1983 97 Mrs . Cath 
Macinnes 

1983 68 Robert Brown 

1983 

1983 175 

Secretary 

Mrs. Ina Milne. 204A 
Hespeler Road. Apt. 303. 
Cambridge. Ontario. 
Canada NI S 3M4 
William Riddell . 31 Arthur 
View. Danderhall. by 
Dalkeith. Midlothian 
Robert J. Glover. 21 a~t lc 
Street. Duns . Berwickshi re 
Mrs. J.M. Samois. 3 
·Rosemount'. 410 Edgecliff 
Road. Woolahra . Sydne). 

SW. Australia 20'.!5 
George Allan. 21 McTurk 
Court. Cumnock 
William Stewart. 12 
McGavin Avenue. 
Kilwinning Ayrshire 
Mrs. Iris Dingwall. 
66 Bates Avenue. 
Darlington Co Durham 
DU OTU 
Duncan Foggon. 4 
Braepark Road. Cramond. 
Edinburgh EH4 6D 
Michael J. Buckingham . 7 
Wellesley Rd. Croydon 
CRO 2AJ 
Hon. Secretary. c/o 
Chartered Bank. Wisma 
Kosgaro . J . L. M. H . 
Thamrin. Jakarta. 
Indonesia 

103~ Kilbarchan U.C. Burns 1970 1984 23 
Society 

James P. A. Logan Tan M . Campbell. 18 Park 
View. Kilbarchan. 

1035 Kansas City St. 1914 1984 SOO 
Andrews Society 

1036 West Midlands District 1984 
of England 

1037 Grimsby & Cleethorpes 1983 1984 80 
Scots Soc. of St. 
Andrew 

11138 Brisbane Caledonian 1892 1984 500 
Society & Burns Club 

1039 Troon Ladies Burns J 983 1984 23 
Club 

John T. Duncan 

Mr. James Black 

T. C. Campbell 

Mrs. Rita Turner 

Renfrewshire 
Karen L. Spaith. 12307 
West 79 . Terrace 
Lenexa . Kansas 66215 
D. Jones. 23 Aynho 
Close. Mount od. 
Coventrv. CVS 7HH 
Mrs. J. Littlejohn. 38 
Humberstone Ave .. 
Humberstone . Grimsb) 
The Secretary. PO Box 46. 
East Brisbane. 04169. 
Australia 
Mrs. M. Brown. 19 
St. Meddans Street. 
Troon. Ayrshire 
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THE FIRST ONE- VOLUME 
DICTIONARY 

ever to cover the Scots language 
from the earliest records to 

the present day 

The Concise Scots Dictionary 
• pleasant to read 

• easy to follow 

• up-to-date and historical 

• provides clear understanding of 
Scottish literature 

• ready and simple access to centuries 
of scholarship in the Scots language 

• helpful Introduction, including a 
history of the Scots language and 
a guide to pronunciation 

• encyclopaedic range of information -
the book for browsers 

• settles (or excites) a thousand and 
one arguments about Scots words 
and phrases 

The Concise Scots Dictionary contains not only meanings, 
but also spelling variants, pronunciation, where this is 
likely to cause difficulty, grammatical information, 
dating, geographical distribution, idioms and phrases, 
etymologies, specialist vocabulary, e.g. legal and mining 
terms, details of Scottish life past and present £ 17 .50 

Aberdeen University Press 
Farmers Hall , Aberdeen, Scotland AB9 2XT 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

\()40 Cowdenbeath Scots 1984 1984 15 Robert R . Malcolm Main. 10 
Wha' Hae Burns Club Campbell Glenfield Gardens. 

Cowdenbeath 
1041 Nanaimo Burns Club 1984 1984 18 Alexander Mathie Alexander G. Mackintosh. 

3708 Howden Drive. 
Nanaimo. BC. Canada 
V9T 3V9 

1()42 Kilmaurs Glencairn 1981 1984 38 Robert Beattie Mrs. May Beattie . 
Burns Club 34 East Park Crescent. 

Kilmaurs. Ayrshire 
1043 The Robert Burns 1984 1985 30 B. H.J . Hoyle Mr. D. McLeod , 11 

Society of South Harvey Street. 
Australia Woodville , South 

Australia 5011 
lo+l lodge Burns Immortal 1984 1984 David Steele Robert Wasson. 

4 Monteith Place . 
Blantyre. Glasgow 

1045 The Heather and 1952 1984 Arthur Marshall Ms. Linda Laxton . 8900 
Thistle Society Fondren No. 189, Houston. 

Tx. 77074, USA 
1047 The Caledonian Society 1928 1984 150 Luke Berriman Mrs. Ann Fairley , Park 

of Colchester & District Farm. Great Bromley. 
Colchester 

1048 Hong Kong St. 1881 1984 500 Dr. John Park S. Cameron Sloan. 
Andrews Society clo Lave, Ringham and 

Matthews. 22nd Floor. 
Princes Building. 
Hong Kong 

1049 Lodge Camperdown 371 1984 1984 Albert Mitchell Angus Stuart, 32 
Dykehead Place. Dundee 
D046TC 

1050 Hertfordshire Robert 1986 1986 20 Henry Cochrane Dudley Sizeland. c/o 
Burns Soc. Red Lion Hotel. Gt. 

North Road . Hatfield. 
Herts. 

1051 Nothampton Town and 1924 1985 Mrs. Nora Wood Mr . Margaret Knox. 559 
County Scott ish Soc. Kettering Road North. 

Northampton N 3 \HA 

1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) 1984 1985 36 Dr. Brian M. McPherson. 7 

Scottish Activities Fitzpatrick Foxcroft Crescent. 
Section Melkbosstrand 7405. 

Cape Town. RS 
I053 'Burns Club' Grampian 1984 1985 37 William Brown John Marriott 14 

Corhy Associat ion Bognor Road. Corh~. 
o~thant s N 18 OPX 

Hl5~ Huter Valley Scots Club 1980 1985 William J. Ball M. McMullen. 5 ooroo 

Clo>c. Windale. SW 
1306. Au>tralia 

IOS5 Lhanbrydc Burns Club 1985 1985 32 Ian Park William Duncan. 50 
Kilhagic ~ircct. 
Kinc;•rd111c. Alloa. 
Clackmannan'>hirc 
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Britain's third largest publicly quoted 
oil company 

Has the largest net acreage of any 
company on the 

United Kingdom Continental Shelf 
Is active in eight overseas countries 

Is the world's largest oil company 
engaged primarily in oil and gas 

exploration and production 

Energy at work for Britain 

THE LAD O' KYLE 
The Ron Gonne ll a Strings with George Mac l! wham (flute) 

A fed::, t of music celebra11ng Robert Burns' Highland Tour of 1787 and featuring 8 full 
length Scottish Country Dances, 4 well-loved Burns' Songs and a new Scottish fiddle air 
by Ron Gonnella. 
Dances include - The Lad O' Kyle, Du ff's House, Roxburgh Castle, The Vale of Atholl 
etc. Songs are: Afton Water, Mary Monson, Ay Waulkin' O' and 0 ' a' the airts . 
(d1;c AB 008) 
PRICES $8.50(U.S.) $10.50(Can.) £5.50. ~ 
Po;tage and handling extra. 
AVAILABLE FROM: Evelyn Murray, 
The Atholl Bro::,e, P.O. Box 1113, Cambridge AB 004/ 5/ 6C Th 5 1- h f " · F ddl 
Ma. 02238-I l 13 U SA. t Chats e cot is 1Tes1de I e 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

1056 Toowoomba 1911 1985 284 Malcolm Leslie Mrs. Margaret McMulkn. 
Caledonian Society and 11 Mary Street. 
Burns Club Toowoomba . Au,tralia 

11157 Lochmaben Drouthy 1983 1985 so David Shankland J.M. Dickie. 46 
Neebors Burns Club MBE Barrashead . Lochmabcn . 

Lockcrbie. Dumfric!>!>hirc 
1058 Stranraer and District 1985 1985 80 N. MacDonald. Lewis Kelly . 20 

Burns Club M.A. Royal Avenue . tranracr 
Wigtownshirc DG9 8 -T 

1059 Dundas Burns Society 1985 1986 50 John Dennis Matthew Gilbert. 282 
Kersiebank Avenue. 
Grangemouth FK3 OBS 

1060 Hinckley and District 1970 1986 50 Douglas Clifford Mrs. M. Burton.36 
Scottish Soc. Trinity Lane. Hinckley. 

Leics. 
1061 Calcdonian Soc. of 1953 1986 80 W. Nicoll Mrs. V. Hynes . 

Brussels Sternebceldlaan. 7. 
1900 Ovcrijse. 
Belgium 

106~ Ashburn House Burns 1986 1986 35 Thomas Riddock Robert Mitchell. 19 
Club Argyll Street. Alloa. 

Clackmannanshire 
1063 The Caledonian Club. 189 1 1986 1621 Earl of Airlie Commander .M. 

London G.C.V.0. Bagguley. R.N .. 
Ca ledonian Club 
London . 9 Halk in 
Street. London WIX 
7DR 

!OM Aftongrange Burns 1985 1986 24 Hugh C. Farrell Anne Adamson . Atholl 
Club Cottage. 8 Al Iowa) . 

Ayr KA7 4PY 
1065 'The Trustv Fieres· 1986 1986 3 J. T. Logan Kenneth airm. 4 

fokine B~rns Club Rashicwood . Er>kinc. 
Renfrcw!>hire 

1060 Fochabcrs Burns Club 1982 1986 54 David Clark William K. Barela) . 
·Tor-Na-Gar 
Fochahers . Mora) 



Aboune them a' 

ll!logerley' s 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries In vited 

'SING A SONG OF ROBERT BURNS' . .. 

An imaginative presentation of Burns best-loved songs, beautifully 

designed by Tom Gourdie, M. B. E., famous Scottish Calligrapher 

... a wall-hanging, tea towel, apron and place mats, all in finest 

materials. Ideal Burns Club presentation gifts . .. easy to pack and 

send. Quantity prices on request. 

Posthaste Presents from Scotland, 19 Westfield Road, Cupar, Fife, 

KYIS SAP, Telex 76515. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 
543 Abbey Craig 112 Burns Howff 
40 Aberdeen 933 Busbiehill 

733 ---Burns Study Circle 946 Calgary 
1064 Afton grange 991 Cabra Yale 

20 Airdrie 993 Cambusbarron 
516 Airts Burns Club 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
944 Alamo , Paisley 882 Canberra Highland Society 

2 Alexandria 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 562 Castle Douglas 
252 Alloway 365 Catrine 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 719 Chelmsford 
393 Annan Ladies 462 Cheltenham 
986 Annapolis 572 Chester Caledonian Association 

82 Arbroath II Chesterfield 
1062 Ashburn House 699 Choppington 
238 Atlanta 966 Clan Rose 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 
851 Auckland Burns Association 922 Clumber Burns Club 
566 Australia , Scottish Society of 630 Coalsnaughton 
275 Ayr 1047 Colchester 
82 1 Ayr Masonic 839 Coldstream 
192 Ayrshire Association 994 Columbia 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 606 Corby 
340 Balerno 1053 Corby Grampian 

1013 Balmullo 963 Cotgrave 
959 Bangkok 559 Coventry 
439 Barnsley 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 
363 Barrow 1040 Cowdenbeath 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 1031 Cramond Brig 
929 Bathgate Jolly Beggars 1032 Croydon 
534 Bedlington and District 581 Cumbernauld 
931 Beith Caledonia 580 Cum brae 

15 Belfast 45 Cumnock 
725 Ben Cleuch 773 Cronies 
981 Berkshire, Mass . 682 Cum nock 'Jolly Beggars 
894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 62 Cu par 
167 Birmingham 818 Dalbeattie and District 
951 Birnbeck 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 

1022 Blane Valley 35 Dairy 
95 Bolton 1030 Darlington Gae lic 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 988 Darvel 
663 Bournemouth 469 Denny Cross 
803 Bowhill People's Club 55 Derby 
812 Bradford 701 Detroit 
.\9 Bridge ton 978 Dickeyv_ille 

.\OJ Brig-en· (Waverley) 37 Dollar 
1038 Brisbane 850 Dollar Masonic 
120 Bristol 972 Don Valley 
908 Brithers Be. Kilmarnock 556 Doncaster 

1061 Brussels 9 18 Dover and E. Kent 
356 Burnbank 995 Drongan 

6.\ Burnie Burns Club. Tasmania 950 Drumoyne 
m Burnley 10 Dumbarton 
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/RV/NE BURNS CLUB 

Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 28A Eglinton 
Street, Irvine 

(Open Saturday afternoon and by arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil drawing 
of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock 
Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by Charles M. 
Hardie, A.R.S .A ., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the Burns 
Mural and many other treasures. 

Visit the Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum, which gives a fascinating 
insight into the history of the Royal Burgh of Irvine, and fo llow this 
up by looking round Glasgow Vennel with its rehabilitated houses, 
the Heckling Shed where a slide/tape show tells the story of the 
Bard, flax dressing and his time in Irvine, and Burns Lodging House. 

Enquiries to: 

William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 75 Bank Street, IRVINE 
Telephone: Irvine 74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 

Steward : (Telephone : Irvine 74511) 

Robert Burns 
Miniature Musical Portrait 8" x 6" 

Qua lity Swiss Movem ent, plays 
'AULD LANG SYNE' 

£15.95 inc P&P-Overseas please add £1.00 

H and'iO lll t:' \\ ood F r a m t:' 

CHRISTINA SCOTT 
(Musical Miniatures) 
88 COLSTON ROAD 
BISHOPBRIGGS 
GLASGOW G64 ISE \lad' in Srnll,nd I 

.___~~~~~~~~~~__J 
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No. No. 
226 Dumfries 10S9 Grangemouth, Dundas 
999 Dumfries Round Table 21 Greenock 
437 Dumfries Ladies No. 1 939 Griffin 
503 Dunblane 1037 Grimsby & Cleethorpes 

14 Dundee 1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 1011 Haddington Golf Club 
69 Dunedin N.Z . 33 Haggis 
85 Dunfermline 1S2 Hamilton 

!026 Duns 842 Hamilton , Ontario 
744 Durham Caledonian Society SSS Harrogate 

1018 East Antrim 492 Harrow 
967 Earlsferry 239 Ha wick 
937 East Kilbride 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 104S Heather and Thistle 

22 Edinburgh 446 Herefordshire Burns lub 
307 ---Ayrshire Association lOSO Hertfordshire Robert Burns Soc. 
825 ---Clarinda Ladies Burns 1060 Hinckley 

Club 916 Hole i' the Wa' 
378 ---District Association 989 Holt Hill 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 1048 Hong Kong 

1012 ---Dundonald 976 Hopetoun Laddies 
1009 ---Scottish Soc. 349 Howff. Kilmarnock 
927 ---Tarbolton 969 Huddersfield 
149 Elgin 987 Hull 
974 Elliot Lake 943 Humberside 

1065 Erskine 'Trusty Fieres· 10S4 Hunter Valley 
1052 Escom, Koeberg SlO !.C. I. Grangemouth 
217 Eskdale 691 Inverness 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 173 Irvine 
126 Falkirk 8S9 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 936 Irvine Lasses 
9-19 Fir Park Club 900 Irvine Valley 

1066 Fochabers 1033 Java 
865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 348 Jean Armour ( ewton) 

(Cambusbarron) 96 Jed burgh 
576 Fort Matilda 979 Jewel Welfare 
403 Fraserburgh l03S Kansas 
887 Gainsborough and District 78-1 Kelso 
187 Galashiels 103-1 Kilbarchan 
501 Galt 377 Kilbirnie 
96-1 Gambia 0 Kilmarnock 
982 Garnock 681 ronic'> 

665 Gartmorn Ladies 996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. ndre\\ 

n Gartwhinzean 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbarton;hire) 

100-I Gatehouse of Fleet 10-12 Kilmaurs Glcncairn 

169 Glasgow Association 1029 Kilwinning 
263 ---Masonic 627 Kinross Jolly Beggar> 

897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 323 Kirkcudbright 

Association 693 Masonic 

77-1 Gloucester Scottish Soceity 9-15 Kirk lees 
198 Gorebridgc 1021 Kuwait 

-130 Gou rock 578 Lanark>hirc B.C.A. 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 660 Langholm Ladic-. 

116 Greenloaning %1 Lark hall 
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T HE NEW ATHOLL COLLECTION 

by Evelyn Murray and Ron Gonnella (Foreword by His Grace, The Duke of Atholl) 
- Commemorates the 200th Anniversary of Robert Burns' Highland Tour, 1787. 
The authors take a similar journey with music. story, dance and photographs . 
This handsomely illustrated collec tion contains many new fi dd le tunes by Ron Gonnella and eight 
Scottish Country Dances specially devised by Evelyn Murray to Ron's music . 
ALSO AVAILABLE - Ro n Gonnella's Scottish Fireside Fiddle Chat on Robert Burns and Niel Gow 
(Cassette AB 004) . 
U.K. SALES from Ron Gonnella, Barga, 27 Boyd Ave., C rieff, Tayside, PH7 3SH. Book £5.25, 

Cassette £6.00. both post free . 
OVERSEAS from Evelyn Murray, The Atholl Brose, P.O . ~ 
Box 1113. Cambridge, Ma. 02238-1113 U.S. A. Book 
$4 .95(U S .) - $6.95(Can.) plus postage and handling $1 and 
$1 .40 respectively. 

CHAPMAN 
Scotland's Quality Literary Magazine 

Read the latest work by Norman MacCaig, Sorley Maclean, Naomi Mitchison, Jessie Kesson, lain 
Crichton Smith, Tom Scott, Derick Thomson, Tessa Ransfo rd, Fred Urquhart, Stephen Mulrine, William 
Neill, Eona Macnicol and many others . 

Read the latest work by the up and coming writers of tomorrow: 

Chapman, founded in 1970, con t inues to be a dynamic force in Scottish literatu re. It publishes poetry, 
prose criticisms, reviews, and a range of articles on important aspects of Scottish culture. If you're 
interested in Scottish culture, Chapman is the magazine you can't do without. 

Single copies £1 .50 including P & P 
Why not take out a subscription? 

Only £4.50 for four issues, post free in the UK (Overseas £5.501 
Institutions £5.50 (Overseas £6.50) 

Orders to 35 East Claremont Street, Edinburgh, EH7 4HT. Tel : 031-556 5863. 

Chapman is sponsored by the Sconish Ans Council and Edinburgh District Council. 

I 
T H E HOUSE OF MACPHERSO N 

HUGH MA~~h~~~~~eN°(;s~0
1

TLAND) LTD. 

~~~~ 17 WEST M A ITLAND STREET, HAYMARKET, EDINB URGH 
~ EH12 SEA (Western continuation of Princes Street) 

~ Phone: 031-225 4008 24hr Answering Service 

Edcath(RI 

Bagpipes, Kilts, Tartan Skirts, Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Band Drums and all Accessories. Highland Dress 

for Day and Evening Wear, Pipe Band Uniforms, Evening Sashes, Dance Pumps, Tartan Travel Rugs, Mohair 

Stoles a.nd SC?a~es, Clan Plaques, Knitwear, Scottish Jewellery:-Gaelic and other Scottish books. 
Fast Deltvery-Pnce Lists by Retu rn. 

'The Wandering Highlander' the fascinating autobiography of Hugh Macpherson, 205 pages. t8 pictures. t8 

chapters. A must for all Scots at home and abroad, Canada 10 dollars. USA 9 dollars, both 1nc. air post. Home 
£2 .50 inc P & P fin aid of Research into Kidney Diseases.) 

Everything for the Piper. Drummer and Dancer: NOTHING BUT THE BESTI 



No. No. 
925 Lauriston. B.C. 980 Niagara 
661 Leamington and Warwick 124 inety 
548 Leeds Caledonian Society 563 Norfolk 
461 Leicester 1024 North American Assoc. 
341 Leith 893 North Bay , Ontario 

1016 Leyland 971 North Berwick 
1055 Lhanbryde 706 North Lindsey Scots ociety 
366 Liverpool 1051 Northampton 
360 Lochee 745 Northumberland and Durham 
83 1 Lochgoilhead Burns Club Caledonian Society 

1044 Lodge Burns Immortal 921 Northern Scottish Counties 
1049 Lodge Camperdown 17 Nottingham 
1057 Lochmaben 777 Nuneaton 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 923 Old Manor Burns Club 

I London 919 Orange and District 
570 --Clans Association 880 Otley and District 

1063 London Cal. Club 957 Ottawa 
561 London (Ontario) 748 Ouplaymuir 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 48 Paisley 
984 MacQuarie-Stewart 72 Partick 

1015 Maltby 940 Pembrokeshire 
934 Manama 26 Perth 
822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 336 Peterhead 
992 March bank 284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 
862 Market Rasen and District 721 Plymouth 

Scottish Association 535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 
350 Mark inch 808 Pontefract 
870 Massachuse tts 688 Poosie ansie Ladies Kirkca ldy 
310 Mauchline 212 Portobello 
390 Meikle Earnock 772 Prestwick 
726 Melbourne 962 Pretoria 
874 Melbourne Masonic 585 Queen's Park Clarinda 

1028 Mercat Hotel 472 Renfrewshire Association 
1006 Mexico 720 Retford 
637 Millheugh 1007 Rhode Island 
626 Moffat and District 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
841 Montreal Robert Burns Assoc. 743 Romford Scottish Association 
983 Montreal General Hospi ta l 926 Rosamond B.C .. Gretna 
242 Montrose 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 
494 Motherwell United Services 454 Rotherham 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 9 Royalty 

1001 Mystic Pipe Band 1019 Rumbling Bridge 
104! Nanaimo 642 Rutherglen 
956 Nantwich 13 Sr. Andrew's Burns Club 

74 National Memorial 834 St. Andrew's Society 
1020 Netherthird and Craigens (Altrincham . Sale and Di\trict) 
500 ew Cumnock 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
985 ew Gal loway 671 St. Andrew's ronies. Irvine 
523 .S. W. Highl and Society 470 St. Giles. Elgin 
329 ewark 220 St. Louis 
133 Newarthill 399 St. Ringans 
293 Newcraigha ll 973 Salsburgh 
902 Newmarket 948 Sa ltcoats 
954 Newton. Ayr 941 Sa n Diego 

1025 ewton Lads Midlothi an 68 Sandyford 
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Discover the special 
appeal of the home of 
the Bard 's First 
Edition. A District 
with its roots in the 
past and its eye on 
the future. 
Kilmarnock and 
Loudoun blends the 
best of the old and 
the new, the town 
and the country, in 
its modern shopping 
centre, Palace 
Theatre, art galleries, 
museums, wide 
range of sports 
facilities and 
beautiful rural 
scenery. 

KILMARNOCK 
andLOUDOUN 
district council 

For further details 
contact 
The Information Office 
in the Civic Centre 
(Tel : Kilmarnock 

21140). 



No. 
907 Stonehouse 

1058 Stranraer 
683 Stratford upon Avon 
889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 

.Q Strathearn 
723 Strathpeffer 

89 Sunderland 
..\..\..\ Swansea 
632 Symington 
791 Swindon Caledonian Society 

1005 Tamworth 
810 Thirty Seven Burns Club 

7 Thistle (Glasgow) 
75..\ Thornton Cleveleys 
7..\0 Thorntree 
629 Sanquhar 
..\26 Sauchie 
551 Scarborough 
31..\ Scottish (Edin.) 

1027 Scot-Australian Heritage 
570 Scottish Clans Assoc . 
917 Scottish Presidents· Assoc. 
92.J S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 
..\05 Sheffield 
896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 

IOD Skipton 
589 Solwav 
%5 South.Australia Royal 

10..\3 South Australia R .B. Soc. 
530 Southern Scottish Counties 
860 Southland B.C.. New Zealand 

1017 Southwick. Mass. 
50 Stirling 

82..\ Stirling. Clackrnannan and We~t 
Perth Association 

..\58 Stonehaven 

No. 
958 
935 
710 
612 

1056 
1014 
813 
274 

1039 
920 
698 
237 

1000 
303 
711 
763 
436 
296 
968 

1008 
664 

1036 
895 
930 
392 

1003 
236 
536 
696 
730 
977 
197 
890 
553 
878 
718 

Toledo 
Torbrex. Stirling 
Toronto 
Torrance Masonic 
Toowoomba 
Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
Tranent '25" 
Troon 
Troon Ladies 
Trysting Thorn 
Turri ff 
Uddingston Masonic 
United Glass 
Victoria St. Andrew's ociety 
Victorian Scottish Union 
Wakefield 
Walney Ladies 
Walsall 
Warrnambool 
West Cumberland 
West Kilbride 
West Midlands 
Westenon 
Wheatsheaf. Falkirk 
Whifflet 
Whiteadder 
Whitehaven 
Whithorn 
Whitley Bay and District 
Wigtown 
Whyalla 
Winnipeg 
Wollongong 
Wolverhampton 
Worksop Burn and Cal. luh 
York St. Andrew ociety 



Think' )e ma) buy the jo)S a·cr dear: 
Re member T a m o' Shanter's mare. 

DINWIDDIE'S of DUMFRIES 
offer a wide range of 

BURNS and SCOTTISH TABLE STATIONERY 
MENU CARDS 

assorted designs. including Tam o· Shantcr (above) 
PLACE CARDS 

Burns or St. Andrcw·s Cross. 
NAPKINS 

Burns quotation (4 designs): Thistle ; Tarta n. 
FLAGS of all nations 

6" x 4" art silk (for table) or large Bunting. 
TARTA PAPER 

Royal Stewart-sheets o r ro lls. 
ROBERT BURNS POEMS & SONGS 

(inc ludi ng Tartan Pocket Ed ition) 
Robert Burns Teaspoons: Kcyrings: Matches: 

Your enquiries we lcome - Write or Telephone -
ROBERT DINWIDDIE & CO. LTD. 

(M RS. !\!ARY GRIERSON) 

3.t Great King Street, Dumfries DG I I BO 
Telephone (0387) 55249 Established 1846 



BURNS AND CO. 
By 

David Smith 

There was something for everyone in the 
Cairndale Hotel, Dumfries , one evening 
towards the end of May 1985. In the 
intimate atmosphere of the residents' 
lounge , visitors and locals alike settled 
down in anticipation of 'Two Centuries of 
Scottish Verse'. But highbrows who 
expected a formal presentation of stilted 
verse readings were disappointed because 
setting the scene were two distinguished 
members of Dumfries Burns Club, Ronnie 

Crichton and Wilson Ogilvie, ably ass isted 
by Rachel Dobie and William Williamson, 
both well known local figures. 

The evening's entertainment was a 'pot 
pourri ' of Scottish verse, both traditiona l 
and modern , a mixture of loca l and 
national from themes humorous to tales of 
love and war all delivered in a wide 
variation of dialects and styles . 

Ronald C richton led off with Burns' 'To 
a Louse' which he brought almost to life 

William Williamson, Ronnie Crichton, Rachel Dobie and Wilson Og ilvie. 
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