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JOHN INGLIS 
Born in 1932 in New Cumnock, John was brought up in the very heart of the Burns 
Country and oft times 'paidled in the burn frae morning sun till dine.' Roving many a day 
among its lofty neighbouring hills, up Glen Afton and around the many places associated 
with the Bard, he became a Burns addict at an early age. 

Two years as a coalminer were followed by National Service in the Scots Guards, 
mainly in the Canal Zone before Colonel Nasser nationalised Suez. On demobilisation he 
joined the old Ayrshire Constabulary and when he retired earlier this year, with the rank 
of Detective Chief Inspector in the Strathclyde Police, he had served 'the Polis' for 31 
years. A man who never placed a bet in his life, John is now Security Manager for William 
Hill Ltd, keeping a professional eye on all the firm's betting shops north of the Border. 
His wife Margaret is a native of Irvine where they now reside. They celebrated their Silver 
Wedding in 1981 and have a married son and a daughter who hopes to marry next year. 

John is a Director and Past-President (1977-78) of Irvine Burns Club and Vice
President of the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. He chaired the organising 
committee for the 1981 Conference, held at the Magnum Centre, Irvine, and one of the 
most successful events in recent years. He has for some years been a district representative 
to the Executive Council of the Burns Federation and became Junior Vice-President in 
1982. He is in great demand in Ayrshire and farther afield as a speaker at Burns events, 
particularly in proposing the 'Immortal Memory'. He has a deep knowledge of the Bard 
and his works and is a notable bibliophile. It was this which gave him the idea of com
memorating the bicentenary of the Kilmarnock Edition in some manner worthy of the 
occasion. His was the inspiration behind the decision of the Federation to publish a new 
edition of the Complete Works of Burns, and his the driving force and enthusiasm which 
should ensure the success it richly deserves. 

A busy career, commuting back and forth between Glasgow and Irvine, and the hectic 
round of Burns activities, leave little time for recreation, but John enjoys gardening and is 
a keep-fit enthusiast, though these days his exercise is mainly confined to jogging. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
On 16th March, when I should have been attending the spring Quarterly Meeting of the 
Executive at Kilmarnock, I was playing truant. To be more precise, I was standing on the 
corner of Dearborn and Wacker watching Chicago's St. Patrick's Day Parade. As the 
only Irish 'manifestation' I had ever witnessed previously was some years ago when I got 
stuck in a traffic jam at Govan Cross and was compelled to watch an Orange Walk, it was 
with some trepidation that I turned out for St. Pattie (as the disc jockey on the local radio 
station insisted on calling him). With over a quarter of a million others, I watched 49,000 
marchers and countless floats led by Chicago's black mayor Harold O'Washington-I 
suspect the 0' was adopted for the day, Somewhere behind the leading ranks was ex
mayor Jane Byrne, swathed from head to foot in green of a violent hue, topped by an 
enormous tammy and looking like a demented leprechaun-though I read later that she 
was using the parade to whip up the Irish voters to support her re-election campaign. Over 
160 tonnes of dye was tipped into the Chicago River to freshen up the greenish colour 
which the water possesses at the best of times, and the Windy City was a riot of shamrocks 
and shillelaghs for almost three days. The celebrations seem to have begun at Friday 
lunchtime, and continued till Sunday evening, as many 'true' Irishmen staged a separate 
parade on Sunday, which is the saint's proper anniversary. Chicago's principal 
newspaper, to its credit, devoted a leading article to a denunciation of the IRA and those 
who misguidedly give financial support to it, but what almost induced apoplexy in your 
Editor was a general feature about Saint Patrick which informed Chicagoans that 'he was 
raised in England and only came to Ireland as a kidnap victim.' 

If I didn't say so, I am sure my good friend James Hempstead would soon remind us
but Saint Patrick was a native of Dumbarton and Kilpatrick overlooking the Firth of 
Clyde alludes to a cell (or church) dedicated to his saintly memory. 

I did note, however, that the Stockyard Kilty Band and many of the other groups taking 
part in the parade were decked out in diced bonnets and tartans ranging from sombre 
Black Watch to flamboyant Buchanan. In the atrium of the hotel where I was staying the 
never-ending piano renditions of 'Danny Boy', 'When Irish Eyes are Smiling' and the 
'Rose of Tralee' had a welcome interlude in mid-afternoon when a trio of pipers took to 
the floor and regaled their begreened audience with a selection of airs, ranging from 
'Scotch on the Rocks' and 'Scotland the Brave' to 'My Home' and 'Haughs of Cromdale'. 
Each melody got a round of applause and at the end the pipers marched off to a standing 
ovation. There wasn't a single Irish tune in the lot, yet the audience loved every minute of 
it and kept howling for more. 

What has this to do with Burns, you may well ask. Not a lot-except that several of the 
airs which they played have been made familiar the world over because of his inimitable 
words-songs like 'O my Luve's like a red, red rose' and 'Yestreen I had a pint o wine'. 
Come to think of it, the latter was set to 'Banks of Banna'-and that, at least, is an Irish 
air. Burns was not above utilising traditional Irish ballads, even 'blackguard Irish' rants, 
if his Muse provided appropriate verses. At the time of his death he was contemplating 
collaboration with Thomson in composing verses for a series of Irish melodies. 
6 



I have recently been gently chiding Ross Roy for spelling whisky with an 'e' in the Irish 
manner, but perhaps I am being pedantic. After all, it is a rather artificial distinction 
considering that the finest Irish whiskey has a Scottish name, and in any case both whisky 
and whiskey come from uisge beatha, the ancient language of both Ireland and Scotland. 
The two are hopelessly intermingled-a fact recognised in America where the term 
'Scotch-Irish' symbolises the best kind of ethnic mix in that cosmopolitan land. Why, 
even Ronald Reagan has now set the seal on his respectability by discovering Scottish 
ancestors to add to those who hailed from Ballyporeen. To judge by the enormous turn
out on St. Patrick's Day, one might be forgiven for thinking that half the population of 
the United States has Irish blood, but statistics show that there are now more than fifty 
million Americans of Scottish descent. 'Telephone numbers', as they say in the States
but just imagine if we could only attract a small .percentage into our ranks. Already the 
Federated Burnsians of North America are doing sterling work in furthering the gospel of 
our Rab. 

When the Burns Federation was founded a hundred years ago, the seventeen 
gentlemen who met at Kilmarnock on 17th July 1885 could not have envisaged in their 
wildest dreams how the movement would develop. In particular, the original somewhat 
restricted aims of the Federation have expanded and become transformed, so that today 
we may justifiably regard the Federation as a focal point for Scottishness throughout the 
world. Should we take on such a role? And if so, are we, in fact, fulfilling it? These are 
important questions to be pondered as the Federation enters on its second hundred years. 

11 NEWALL TERRACE, JAMES A. MACKAY 
DUMFRIES, DGl lLN 

Robert Burns Festival 1985 
The Annual Burns Festival took place from June 8 to 16, with a very interesting and 
varied programme of music, poetry, exhibitions and laughter. At the various venues, 
Kilmarnock, Irvine, Largs, Ayr and Alloway, both outdoor and indoor events were well 
supported and each was of a very high standard. Three large open air events consisted of 
the 'Tam O'Shanter Ride', a re-enactment of the famous poem, a 'Holy Fair' in the lovely 
grounds of Rozelle House in Ayr and the Kilmarnock 'Burns Day' which took place at the 
magnificent Burns Monument in the Kay Park. 

The indoor events gave a wide variety of entertainment to the audiences and proved to 
be most successful. The Ayrshire Proms Orchestra presented a very fine Concert in Ayr 
Town Hall, a Family Folk Night with the ever popular Alistair McDonald and 
Gaberlunzie in the Civic Theatre, Ayr, Peter Morrison sang to a very appreciative 
audience at Barrfields, Largs, and the famous 'Strings of Scotland' conducted by John 
Mason brought the indoor concerts to a rousing conclusion. The Festival also had 
competitions in each district for school children and the high standard of singing and 
reciting of the Bard's works was appreciated by all who attended. 

The. Burns Festival Committee, in looking forward to the 1986 Festival are hoping that 
a package holiday will be on offer to the many visitors planning to visit the South West of 
Scotland at the time of the Festival which will take place from Saturday 7th until Sunday 
15th June, 1986. 

All Festival enquiries should be sent to the Land O' Burns Centre, Murdoch's Lone, 
Alloway, Ayr, KA 7 4PQ. Telephone Alloway 43700. 
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OBITUARIES 

JOHN KIDD, JP 
Past President, Burns Federation 

The Burns Federation Jost one of its most 
colourful and kenspeckle characters with 
the death of past President John Kidd, who 
died quietly at his home at Little Aldie, 
Fossoway, Kinross on Tuesday 19th 
March, 1985. A son of the soil, he had 
enjoyed robust health all his life and had 
celebrated his 77th birthday two days 
earlier. 

A man of many talents, he led a very full 
and varied life. In his youth he spent some 
time farming in Alberta and British 
Columbia before returning home to take 
over two farms near Kinross. On retiral he 
moved down the road to a smart modern 
bungalow at Little Aldie where the 
Scottish Saltire could often be seen flying 
from the flagpole. 

For many years he was a member of the 
former Kinross Country Council and for a 
period he was Convener of Perth and 
Kinross Fire Service Committee. Fol
lowing local government re-organisation, 
he was a member of Perth and Kinross 
District Council until he lost his seat in 
1977. He was a Church Elder in the local 
parish Church and he represented the 
Congregation in the Presbytery of 
Dunfermline and Kinross. 

All his life he was an active sportsman. 
In his younger days he played rugby and he 
was a keen fisher, golfer and curler beside 
being an excellent shot. 

Apart from his home, however, his 
greatest and abiding Jove was the works of 
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Robert Burns. He travelled all over the 
country paying tribute to the Bard and 
furthering the aims of the Burns 
Federation. He was honoured with the 
office of President at Irvine in 1981 and 
during his year of office he carried out his 
duties with his customary vigour and 
enthusiasm. 

He was Chieftain of Kinross Jolly 
Beggars in 1961 and he was club secretary 
for many years. On his election as Presi
dent of the Burns Federation the club 
presented him with an inscribed Caithness 
Glass Decanter and portrait. At their 
annual celebrations this year he was 
elected Life Chieftain and received an 
inscribed medal to mark the occasion. 

The Executive of the Burns Federation 
is the poorer with the passing of John 
Kidd. His blunt, couthy honest observa
tions always contained the essence of 
wisdom. He always wore the kilt and he 
was a familiar figure with his strong 
physique and Jong flowing white mous
tache. He was a true Scots Worthy. 

The funeral service was held on Friday 
22nd March, 1985 in the picturesque 
country Parish Church of St. Serfs in the 
village of Crook of Devon. The church was 
packed to capacity with people drawn from 
all walks of life and was indicative of the 
esteem John was held in. He was laid to 
rest in the church-yard adjacent. 

He is survived by his wife Margaret to 
whom we extend our deepest sympathy. 

JOHN INGLIS 



--------------------------------- ---~.~~--

DR JOHN I. TAYLOR 

With the death on 6th August 1984 of Dr 
John I. Taylor at age 83, the Caledonian 
Society of Sheffield lost a valued member 
and double Past-President. A native of 
Aberdeenshire, John grew up in the 
Schoolhouse at Drumblade where his 
father was Headmaster. After graduating 
in medicine at Aberdeen University his 
early medical experience was in Aberdeen 
and in Keith before coming to the Walkley 
area of Sheffield into a practice which he 
took over a few years later in 1929. He 
joined the Caledonian Society of Sheffield 
in 1928, and it was in Sheffield that he met 
his Yorkshire-born wife Norah. 

John Taylor was one of the relatively few 
members who have served as President for 
more than one year, having been elected to 
that Office first for the year 1951-52 and 
again in 1963-64. In both these periods he 
had the support of his wife, and they 
jointly put much thought into their efforts 
for the Society. His interest in Robert 
Burns led to a close involvement with the 
Burns Federation; first as a representative 
of the North and East Midlands of England 
on its Council, and later through the 
successive offices of Junior and then Senior 

Vice-President to be elected President for 
the year 1968-69. Sadly it was not long 
before this latter Election that John's 
beloved Norah had died; and it was a 
measure of his strength and sense of 
purpose that he nevertheless took up this 
important Presidency (which involves 
many meetings and much travel) and 
performed its duties with faithfulness and 
zeal. It was to him a particular satisfaction 
that the 1959 Annual Conference of the 
Burns Federation was held in Sheffield 
where he was able to call upon the co
operation of the Sheffield Society and of 
the City Authorities. 

In more recent years Dr Taylor had 
become the Senior Past-President of the 
Society, a distinction of which he was justly 
proud; and in spite of failing sight and 
hearing he was, in his kilt of Cameron of 
Erracht tartan and complete with Balmoral 
bonnet, a familiar figure at most functions, 
and always with kindly enquiry about his 
friends. The death in 1978 of his daughter 
Nan was to John a grievous loss. The deep 
sympathy of the Society is extended to his 
sons Keith, Christopher and Peter and 
their families. 

W. CAMPBELLHESELWOOD 

ROBERT MILLER 

We mourn the passing of Mr. Robert 
Miller, Renfrewshire's Representative to 
the Burns Federation. Although over 
ninety years of age and unaqle to attend 
meetings for some years owing to failing 
health, he retained a lively interest in the 
Greenock Burns Club, of which he was a 
former president, and in the Federation. 
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ALBERT FINLAYSON, M.A., F.E.I.S. 

Albert Finlayson's sudden passing on 
Wednesday, Sth June, shocked countless 
friends and acquaintances. 

His sprightly appearance and ready wit 
belied his 81 years, almost 60 of which have 
been spent in Dumfriesshire. 

Albert Finlayson was born in Perthshire 
in 1904, retaining a love for his native 
county but from the start participting very 
fully in the life of Dumfries, its county and 
far beyond. 

Educated at Morrison Academy, Crieff, 
Edinburgh University and Moray House, 
Albert received an early appointment to 
Lockerbie Academy in 1926. 

Three years later he moved to 
Dalswinton and an earlier interest in Burns 
flourished in such surroundings. 

A long serving member and Past Presi
dent of Dumfries Burns Club, Albert was 
soon involved in the wider Burnsian field 
when the Southern Counties Burns 
Association came into being. 

He entered international Burns circles 
by joining the Federation Executive, be
coming Convener of the highly successful 
schools competition. This will become one 
of Albert's most lasting memorials. 

It came as no surprise to our district 
when in 1978 Albert Finlayson was in
augurated as the president of the Burns 
Federation, an honour he richly deserved. 

Yet this was only part of his wide 
interests. In Dumfries Rotary Club for 
over 30 years, and a distinguished Past 
President of the Club, Albert epitomised 
the Rotary movement with its concept of 
'service before self'. He was totally reliable 
and quietly efficient. 

For a time he also shouldered the 
onerous duties of Guid Nychburris corn-
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mittee chairman, while u~til very recently 
he was vice-chairman of the local RSSPCC 
committee. This reflected his real concern 
for children, especially those in any kind of 
need. 

Partly through his Rotary membership, 
Albert became very involved in old folks 
welfare, working hard on their behalf, 
sometimes for senior citizens at least a 
dozen years his junior. 

Amongst his many other activities, he 
was a long standing member of the 
Dumfries and County Golf Club, having 
become prominent in that sport during his 
students days. 

From Dalswinton School, Albert went to 
the Academy as head of the Junior School 
before headships at Noblehill and finally 
Laurieknowe (for a short time incor
porating the early infant school at 
Lincluden). 

On his retiral in 1969, he was honoured 
by being made a Fellow of the Educational 
Intitute of Scotland for his services to 
education. 

Albert carried his considerable intellect 
and his knnwledge of Burns with great 
modesty. 

He was one of the most affable of men, a 
man without enemies and a man of con
stant good humour and rich fellowship. He 
'was blessed with a long life and he packed 
a great deal into it. 

Albert had been a widower for a number 
of years-his late wife, Grace, being also 
of the teaching profession-and was a 
much loved father and grandfather. 

Albert will be sadly missed by a great 
many folk. He was far more than a mere 
personality, he was-in the finest sense of 
the words-a true character. 

D. WILSON OGILVIE 
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Title page ofthe Edinburgh Edition, with the poet's inscription opposite. 

Serendipity in Broughton House Burns Library 

A leaf from the January 1937 issue of The Scots Magazine and a letter from J. C. Ewing, 
long-time editor of the Burns Chronicle, came together a few weeks ago to make a nice 
Ii ttle story. 

I had long known of the second (Edinburgh) edition of Burns's Poems (1787) in the E. 
A. Horne! Library with the unusual fact that it had an inscription in the author's hand 
opposite the title page. It has been in a display case at Broughton House, Kirkcudbright 
for quite some time. 

Ewing's letter of 21st December 1938 tells Miss Horne! (E. A. H. had died in 1933) of 
an article called 'Burns's letters new and old' in the January 1937 Magazine. It quotes a 
letter found in 1932, from Burns to his bookbinder in Edinburgh: 
'Mr William Scot, Bookbinder, Edinr. Mr Scot, As you have still some of the ordinary bound copies 
which I suppose are all ready, parcel up two of them each by itself, and seal them up. One of them 
direct to Miss Ainslie at Berrywell near Dunse, and send it by Dunse carrier ... the other direct to 
Mr Gilbt Ker Farmer in Stodrigg near Kelso-paste the enclosed labels on the blank leaves or inside 
the cover-I am your friend, Robt. Burns, 27th May 1787.' 

Mr Ker, the tenant of Stodrig, entertained Burns there on May 11 th and 12th 1787 and 
shared his tour into England. 

'By a most wonderful coincidence' says Ewing, 'the copy of the book presented to 
Gilbert Ker has come into the market and has been sent to me in the hope of finding a 
buyer. The inscription by Burns is pasted on the back of the half title-page and is very 
beautifully written.' He goes on 'Please let me recommend the book to you as a desirable 
item at a bargain price (£60) for your Brother's collection.' 

And the fact that the book is now in E. A. Hornel's collection proves that Miss Horne! 
took Ewing's suggestion. There were over 30 letters from him and he was often giving 
advice as well as telling them of books for sale. It is perhaps due to him that the Horne! 
Burns collection has the best selection of printed 'orations', 'immortal memories', and 
other January 25th speeches in the world. 

L.L.A. 
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John Little, President of 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns Club, at the inauguration of the Burns 
Monument, Hamilton, Ontario. 

Photo: Hamilton Spectator 
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The Hamilton (Ontario) Burns Monument 
by Bessie Little 

On 21st July 1984, 'Ye Bonnie Doon' 
Burns Club proudly unveiled a monument 
to our National Bard, the climax to eleven 
years of dreaming and planning. John 
Little, our Club President, planned to build 
a memorial to Robert Burns long before he 
was a member of the Burns Club in 
Hamilton, Canada. It was not until 1982, 
however, that he was able to set the ball 
rolling. 

With a lot of determination and little 
else, we set out to achieve our aims. After 
approaching the City Mayor, Bob Morrow, 
and various other officials, we finally got 
the go ahead. Next, we approached Jim 
Campbell of Day & Campbell, for his help 
in supplying materials. The City helped by 
supplying an architect to draw the plans for 
our monument and by supplying a 
location. Our first choice was rejected, but 
the second choice turned out to be more 
suitable. It is set in one of Hamilton's 
beautiful parks, Gage Park. The 
monument stands proudly, in a clearing 
surrounded by flower beds and bushes, and 
a children's museum is,a few yards away. 
No one could ask for a more suitable site to 
honour our Bard. Next we set out to raise 

The year has noted in the Yorkshire District the 
elevation to Honorary Life President of the 
Federation of Jimmy Davie and the following bit 
of doggerel by the District President sums up 
our feelings: 

AN ODE TO JIMMY DAVIE 

There was a lad was born in Fife 
Who followed Rabbie a' his life 
And he married sic a nice wee wife 
Ye ken I speak of Jimmy. 

They made him Chief when he did go 
To Merseyside and Plymouth Hoe, 
And Kirklees too, and Huddersfield 
They a' were led by Jimmy. 

funds to build the nine-foot monument. 
We had several setbacks and lots of broken 
promises, but sheer will-power and a lot of 
determination prevailed. Jim McNeil our 
piper turned out to be bricklayer, Bill 
Campbell, our Vice-President, was a 
retired carpenter. They and our President, 
John Little, set out to build the monument 
on their own. 

Right up to the day before the unveiling 
was due to take place they laboured. It is 
due to their determination and efforts that 
the monument stands proudly today. We 
give thanks to his Honour the Mayor of 
Hamilton, Bob Morrow, for his help and 
assistance in this project, and also for 
unveiling the monument; to Jim Campbell 
for the materials he donated, and special 
thanks to all of our members for their 
efforts and support. Margaret Anderson, a 
singer from Scotland on a visit to Canada, 
took time to come and sing for us. The 
Saltire Singers also sang for us, while the 
Rev Dr Francis Chisholm did a wonderful 
dedication service for us. Most of all, 
however, we are eternally indebted to Jim, 
Bill and John. 

The works o Bums he loves richt weel 
An' most of us have heard him spiel; 
But friendship shown to every chiel
That's the stamp o' Jimmy. 

His Immortal Memories must be heard, 
Throught the land he's spread the word 
An' left us a' deal inspired 
By the works o' Rabbie. 

An' noo the world-wide Federation 
Has treated him wi' veneration, 
An' we add oor congratulation 
To oor ain man Jimmy. 

We ken it a', baith great an' sma, 
He has a heart aboon them a', 
He is a credit till us a'; 
WE ARE RICHT PROUD O' JIMMY! 
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The Complete Works of Robert Bums
A New Edition 

In the circular sent from Kilmarnock in 
August 1885 to all known Burns clubs of 
that period, the founding fathers of the 
Burns Federation set out, among their 
aims, the following: 

'It is the intention of the Executive 
Council as far as the Funds will permit, to 
engage competent persons to superintend 
the publication of scarce and valuable 
Works on Burns ... ' 

As the Funds have never been sufficient 
to realise this ambition, it has never been 
more than a pious hope. I trust, however, 
that our founders are not positively birlin 
in their graves at the prospect of what has 
been, till now, the Federation's most 
ambitious project in the literary field-no 
less than an entirely new edition of the 
Bard's poedc works. Modesty forbids me 
regarding n'i.yself as one of those 'com
petent persons' envisaged a century ago, 
but I have every confidence in Bobby 
McBride of Alloway Publishing that the 
hefty tome currently going through the 
press will be a credit to Robert Burns and 
of more than passing interest to the layman 
and Burnsian alike. As regards the in
tention of publishing 'scarce and valuable 
Works' I can certainly promise that the 
Subscribers' Edition will be just that
although I have a suspicion that that is not 
quite what our founding fathers had in 
mind! Its low issue limit, of only 2,000 
copies, puts it midway between the 
Kilmarnock Edition, whose bicentenary it 
celebrates, and the first Edinburgh Edition 
which ran to 3 ,OOO copies; but a common 
feature of these early editions and the 
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present project is the reliance on the good 
faith of a discriminating public to sub
scribe in advance of publication. I have no 
doubt whatsoever that the Subscribers' 
Edition will become a literary gem, much 
sought after by bibliophiles and Burnsians 
alike in the years to come. 

Little did I realise, a year ago, when I 
glibly took on the task of editing this 
volume, what I was letting myself in for. 
First of all, there was the dilemma con
cerning which version of Burns's poems 
and songs to adopt. Whatever I did, it was 
bound to be overshadowed by the 
monumental three-volume opus by the late 
James Kinsley, published by Oxford 
University Press in 1968, and assuredly the 
definitive work on the poems and songs for 
all time. Kinsley and Professor Dewar, his 
predecessor who, between them, laboured 
for more than forty years on this gigantic 
project, however, adopted a strictly 
academic procedure and carefully checked 
over 800 manuscripts to produce a text 
which was as close to the Bard's original as 
possible. This, of course, took no regard of 
changes wrought by Burns in his own 
lifetime, far less the alterations in punctua
tion and spelling introduced by successive 
editors over the past two centuries. The 
difference is particularly noticeable in 
those poems and epigrams where names of 
persons and places were concealed by 
asterisks or dashes in the original version 
but are invariably rendered in full in later 
printed versions. So, too, Dewar and 
Kinsley adhered to Burns's sense of 
delicacy in not spelling out the 'four-



lettered' words'-not from any prudery, 
but merely to retain the sense of the 
holograph. As all recent editions of Burns 
for general consumption have rendered 
these words and names in full it seems 
sensible that our edition should do like
wise. In some cases this has even been 
imperative, where the word has long since 
fallen into disuse and would otherwise be 
meaningless to present-day readers. Who 
remembers, while clipping the lawn, that 
'mow' in Burns's day meant something 
completely different? 

In the matter of punctuation and spelling 
I have retained as near as possible the 
former, but have taken a few liberties with 
the latter. I refer to the custom of showing 
such words as an', unco', walkin' and e'e. 
In most previous editions these words were 
apostrophised; but not only does this 
present a typographer's nightmare and 
distract the eye of the reader, but it implies 
somehow that our Scottish tongue has 
treated English in a slovenly manner. Scots 
is not some dialect or aberration of 
English, but a co-equal descendant with 
Standard English from the medieval 
language and deserves that status. It 
certainly deserves as much standing as, for 
example, Afrikaans which has evolved in 
less than a century as a quite distinct 
written as well as spoken language from 
Dutch. I have not gone as far as perhaps I 
ought in this respect and adopted Scots
crieve in its entirety. Consequently I have 
had to compromise on apostrophes which 
have been retained in order to keep the 
sense of such words as a' and fa', rather 
than adopt the modern Scots form of aa 
and f aa. Had we begun planning this 
Edition some years ago it might have been 
possible to debate this matter fully and 
reach some consensus on modernising the 
Scottish idiom in Burns; but this was not 
possible in the relatively short time 
available and I trust that those cosmetic 
changes are regarded as a sensible com
promise. 

A matter on which I hold very strong 
views is the order in which the songs and 

poems are printed. Probably the most 
popular edition of Burns currently 
available is that produced by the late James 
Barke in 1955, reprinted in 1984 for the 
umpteenth time by Collins, with an in
jection of full colour plates by courtesy of 
the Scottish Tourist Board. Barke had his 
own rather idiosyncratic views on the 
order, kicking off with 'Love and 
Liberty'-No. 84 in the Kinsley edition
although most other editors rightly 
commence with the Bard's earliest 
acknowledged poem 'Handsome Nell'. I 
have attempted to print the poems in 
chronological sequence by composition or 
revision-a task greatly simplified from the 
fact that Kinsley did the same in 1968. 
Kinsley even provided a numerical system 
which is now widely used in academic 
circles at least (cf Ross Roy's excellent 
series in eaiiier Chronicles, comparing the 
various manuscript versions of selected 
poems, line by line). I should have liked to 
adopt both the sequence and the num
bering, but reluctantly had to abandon 
both for several reasons. First of all, I had 
to incorporate works of Burns which have 
only come to light in the past seventeen 
years, and it would have defeated the 
object of the exercise to have relegated 
them to an appendix. Secondly-and here I 
must make the distinction between the 
academic and the 'popular' editor
Kinsley rejected a number of songs and 
poems, hitherto admitted to the canon, on 
grounds which were doubtless as scientific 
as they were admirable. On the other hand, 
some of these poems have long been 
familiar and much-loved and I have felt 
that they ought to be re-admitted, though 
their suspect provenance duly noted. 
Kinsley included a number of pieces which 
he classed as 'Dubia', but placed them at 
the end, out of chronological sequence. 
These, too, have been arranged in a more 
logical order. It is perhaps worth noting 
that Kinsley rejected some of these poems 
purely on stylistic grounds: their con
struction might seem clumsy and therefore 
not the work of genius-but even poets of 
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Burns's calibre had their off-days! 
Probably the most contentious matter 

concerns the sixty-odd poems which ap
peared in the 1955 Barke edition, and 
which continue to appear in successive 
reprints. Indeed, looking at the blurb of the 
1984 'edition', I note that the publishers 
claim that 'The day has not yet come when 
a definitive and final edition of the Poems 
and Songs of Robert Bums can be an
nounced with assurance' and then goes on 
'Over sixty poems, some of which have 
never before been published, appear for the 
first time in a collected edition, while 
poems now known to be spurious, or the 
work of others, have been deleted from the 
text.' This, in fact, appears to be the same 
as the blurb in the edition of thirty years 
ago and blithely ignores Kinsley's magnum 
opus. In reviewing the original Barke 
edition for the 1956 Chronicle, James 
Kinsley was particularly scathing about this 
extravagant claim, saying that these ad
ditional poems had been admitted without 
any provenance whatsoever. When it came 
to publishing his own three-volume work 
Kinsley went to immense pains to analyse 
Barke's contribution, poem by poem. He 
proved conclusively and devastatingly that 
the majority of them were clumsy 
forgeries. Id some cases, however, he was 
less dogmatic, and in others more recent 
research has vindicated Barke. It has been 
my task, therefore, to evaluate this mass of 
material and decide what should be in
cluded and what left out. 

I freely acknowledge that the three
volume Kinsley edition of 1968 is the 
definitive edition, but it is in a class by 
itself. On one point I agree with Barke, 
however, and that is that the final edition 
cannot be announced with assurance. I 
make no claims for our own edition on that 
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score, but I hope that what I have compiled 
will be regarded as the definitive single
volume work for general readers and 
Burnsians alike. The one feature of the 
Barke edition which met with Kinsley's 
approval was the glossary provided con
veniently in the margin. I have adopted this 
principle, but extended it considerably to 
include not only words which might be 
strange to English (and some Scottish) 
readers but brief explanations of the 
persons, places and contemporary events 
alluded to in Bums's epigrams and oc
casional poems. Moreover, I have included 
brief head-notes in the vast majority of 
cases, giving the background to each 
poem-when it was composed or revised, 
for whom it was written or an explanation 
of the circumstances in which it was 
written. In those cases where Bums grafted 
his own words on to a traditional ballad, 
the poet's own contribution to the end
product is clarified. I must pay tribute not 
only to Kinsley's commentary (Vol. III) but 
also to Maurice Lindsay's Burns En
cyclopaedia which made my task a lot 
easier than it might have been. When two 
such great masters have gone before it is 
difficult for others to follow and contribute 
their own research; but I feel an inordinate 
sense of achievement in having unravelled 
some of the mysteries which these scholars 
passed over. Oddly enough, the unex
plained names and allusions seem to have 
cropped up in Burns's later poems, and I 
have been fortunate in having the resources 
of the Ewart Library in Dumfries, and the 
help of its ever-resourceful staff, in 
tracking down the identities of certain 
persons and places hitherto overlooked. 
Perhaps I may even get enough material 
out of it for some articles for future issues 
of the Chronicle. 

J.A.M. 



Burns-lover's Wife's Lament 
Him and his Burns!-there's times I feel, 
Though Rab was whyles a proper deil, 
Jean Armour fared by-ornar weill, 
Compared wi me-
She had hae man wha gied her hell, 
But I hae twae! 

OF A' THE AIRTS 
By Roy Solomon 

B 

Scots who abide from Scotia furth, 
Can ne'er forget their land o' birth. 

They've thoughts that fill them full of pride, 
And nostalgia they ne'er hide. 

But of our early history, 
We've origins of mystery. 

With living quite precarious 
In areas most various. 

From Alps and to far distant climes, 
Gaels drifted, in those ancient times. 

From Europe's south some sallied forth, 
And landed up in Norway's north. 

In this habitat they prospered; 
Friendships with the locals fostered. 

Irenic attitudes they showed. 
Tranquility between them flowed. 

What now appears quite evident, 
Two races were most prevalent. 

One was the Celts; the other Angles. 
They lived together, free of wrangles. 

Several aeons came and went, 
Before the novelty was spent. 

But then an urge became so strong. 
A time arrived to move along. 

The Angles left their North abode 
and South across the sea they rowed. 

They had no pilots, maps or guides; 
So went where they were pushed by tides. 

By chance-or fate-it was decreed, 
They landed at the mouth of Tweed, 

In times when Berwick was unknown, 
And they all found themselves alone. 

They tarried there a while, at play. 
Then off they went and made their way 

To other airts around the land 
Where they could proffer friendship's 

hand 
In regions north or south or west 

As individual groups deemed best. 

Those who travelled north were thorough. 
They finished up in Edinburgh. 

But some who moved south to the Thames 
Found soil of clay, but put down stems. 

The third group travelled via the dales 
And finished in the south of Wales. 

In new environments most settled. 
They worked and played; fared well and 

settled, 
Acquiring modicums of fame, 

Accepted partners they became. 

But some unbiassed critics thought 
Some Angles' efforts came to nought. 

One third of them-to be quite crude
Perspicacity eschewed. 

Now, truly, this was not their blame. 
We must remember whence they came: 

From Norway's north-most shore, indeed, 
They landed at the mouth of Tweed. 

Those who went north, to Edwin's town, 
In one respect may claim renown, 

Because there's no-one can refute: 
These Angles-THEY were most ACUTE! 

Those who to London went their way 
-and this there's no-one can gainsay; 

It is quite simple to deduce, 
The Angles they made were OBTUSE. 

(The population there is dense; 
And even now-does this make sense?) 

The third group took still different trails. 
As mention, they arrived in Wales. 

Now, trigonometry decrees-
And surely everyone agrees-

And with this fact all can equate
That these Welsh angles were dead 
straight. 

Hence, from this fact we now know why 
There is the phrase: STRAIGHT AS A DAI! 
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Dick Brown on horseback, at the conclusion of his epic ride in Dumfries. 
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DICK RIDES AGAIN 
This 'Ride' took place over three days, the story of each day being written by a 
different person. 
Day 1 was composed by Ronnie Crichton, then President of Dumfries Burns 
Club, Day 2 by Jim McAlister, then vice-president of the Burns Howff, and Day 
3 by Marshall Laing, past President of the Burns Howff Club. 

As readers know, the 1982 Federation 
Conference took place in Dumfries. What 
most readers will not know is that another 
noteworthy event took place in that town 
three months earlier-the 50th Anni
versary of the Guid Nychburris (Good 
Neighbours) Festival, a historic pageant 
cum local activities week, and, as in all the 
Border towns, the Riding of the Marches 
plays a prominent part in these festivities. 

The Southern Scottish Counties Burns 
Association made a particularly happy 
choice in selecting as Convener of Fund 
Raising, Kerr Little, a past president of 
Dumfries Howff Club, and a resourceful 
chap who combines an intimate knowledge 
of his native town with a wealth of ideas 
and an irrepressible optimism. 

It was Kerr's idea to suggest, as the last 
and. most inventive scheme to raise funds 
for the Conference, that a Sponsored Ride 
round the Burns Country be held. The 
Rider would dress as an Exciseman of the 
late 18th century. Having gained maximum 
publicity en. route with the assistance of a 
National Company advertising it's product, 
he would ride into Dumfries at the end of 
the trail taking part in the traditional Guid 
Nychburris Day cavalcade. Since the Fes
tival Society were seeking a boost to their 
own funds, their members would distribute 
sponsored sheets in return for a share of 
the proceeds. The choice of rider presen
ted no problems. That most amiable horse
man, Dick Brown, a former Guid 
Nychburris Festival Cornet, who had car
ried out similar forays for charitable causes 
in the past, with considerable dash, was 

ready and willing. The local Festival Com
mittee seemed happy enough and, by 
remarkable coincidence, the opening day's 
sortie was planned for Wednesday, 16th 
June, the same day as the now traditional 
Tam O' Shanter Ride from Ayr to 
Alloway, during Burns Week. An effort
less canter was in prospect and, provided 
the faithful got their friends to cough up at 
a penny a mile, a good few hundred 
pounds was there for the taking. So said 
the indefatigable Kerr, and, as befits a 
local butcher, he was prepared to make 
mincemeat of any pessimistic argument to 
the contrary. But as I wrote in my personal 
diary at the time-

'The idea was then (and later) described 
as hare-brained and other epithets unprint
able. The preparation for this trot round 
the homes and haunts produced many a 
whinny and often a horse laugh as a motley . 
group, composed mainly of Howff mem
bers, met over many evenings in their 
Clubroom at the Globe. Apart from Dick, 
few knew a bit about horses. The writer, 
whose nearest approach to the saddle was a 
certain knowlege of 'Tam O' Shanter', 
offered to map out a route. However such 
essentials as stabling and grooming 
arrangements were worked out eventually, 
and a sponsor found in the shape of 
Crawford's "Robbie Burns Whisky". All 
was set for the epic clop.' 

I can only speak first hand of the 
opening day which began at the Land o' 
Burns centre at Alloway, where the Con
vener of Kyle and Carrick Distri.:t Council, 
Dr J. L. Boyle, arrived late to see Dick off. 
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After a further hold-up (not the Western 
kind) for the Scotsman newspaper to take a 
photograph of Dick on Santiago at the 
Auld Brig o' Doon, the posse set off. Dave 
Smith and I drove the required accessory 
motor cars. A year before we had both 
bought matching Ford Cortina Carousels, 
with a second sight given only to 
Highlanders before battle. Posters adver
tising 'the cratur' decorated (somewhat 
inappropriately) not only our vehicles but 
also a third car containing Dick's stable 
hand, and a horse lorry with change of 
mount. Some small measure of dignity was 
added to the procession in the shape of 
Albert Finlayson, who accompanied Dave 
in the second car. 

All went well, if slowly, as I switched 
gaze every few seconds from road in front 
to rear view mirror and then to the car 
temperature gauge. (The sun had come out 
strongly and our maximum speed was 
about 6 pm). A party of children at the 
Auld Clay Biggin turned from examining 
the cottage to something slightly more 
moving. Two miles farther on, the Bard 
himself, from his pedestal near the Picture 
House, stared fixedly towards his native 
Alloway, as we negotiated the lanes of 
traffic at his feet, and as we stopped, 
started and stopped again in the confines of 
the teeming High Street, I pondered (with 
apologies for the parody) over these lines: 

'Dumfries wham ne'er a toon surpasses 
for reckless men and silly asses'. 

Dick was having problems with the nag and 
forward progress was painfully slow. How
ever, we got to Prestwick Toll when 
Santiago, for no apparent reason, reared 
and bucked in true bronco style, forcing 
poor Dick to seek refuge off the highway. 
The attraction was soon evident-a circus 
complete with smells from Samarkand, 
Sahara, aye even maybe Santiago. That 
diversion over, the route past Prestwick 
Airport which nowadays both slumbers 
and sleeps, unlike the Almighty, was a 
dawdle. But our good fortune was short 
lived. 

Strathclyde Police stopped us beyond 
Monkton to tell us we would need t~ seek a 
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diversion, as a vehicle engaged in deli
vering materials for a road improvement at 
that point had shed its load. Our scheduled 
lunch stop at a hostelry at Loans was 
abandoned, and the horse put onto the 
transporter. The motorcade then 'sped' at 
about 20 mph through Troon and Barassie. 
Our lunch stop we found at Irvine 
Waterfront, near where another Richard 
Brown, the sailor, had met the Bard during 
the latter's short lived stay in the Town. 
Irvine has always been found a most 
hospitable place. First the Vice-Convener, 
and then the Convener, of Cunninghame 
District Council entertained their eques
trian visitor right royally indeed, in true 
Ayrshire spirit, while the motoring 
equerries were suitably rewarded with big 
glasses of orange juice. My secret fear in 
Irvine's maze of roundabouts and pedes
trian areas, was to get the horse back on 
the road. Our worry now was to get the 
rider back on the horse. Our pictures 
having been taking against the back cloth 
of the Eglinton Tournament trophy, a 
Council van driver, bound for Dreghorn, 
led us out on the road for Kilmarnock, and 
we followed for part of the way the road 
the Ayrshire people had used for their 
coach tour at the Conference the previous 
year. The horses had been changed at 
lunchtime, so a fresh mount and a re
freshed Dick were soon clattering along, 
Dick by this time shouting 'hallos' to all 
and sundry in his flamboyant style. So a 
sunny afternoon passed, but as we des
cended on Kilmarnock at the rush-hour, 
the road between the industrial estate and 
the town centre became full of cars nose to 
tail, transporting a hungry workforce home 
to the delights of dinner and the wee 
flickering box (it was World Cup time on 
TV). Time and again I blanched as 
motorists cut in and out shaving horse and 
cars alike. It was with obvious relief that 
we reached Kilmarnock Cross and yet 
another Civic Head, who invited Dick and 
assembly to yet another hostelry-not 
Begbie's of 'The Ordination' fame, all that 
having been swept away and more besides 
in the town's redevelopment. Only the 



spire of the Laigh Kirk reminded us of 1786 
and a' that, but it was '1820 and still going 
strong' that was the clear favourite. 

A decision was taken by someone (pos
sibly the cuddy) that we should call it a day 
here rather than, as planned, at Bogend 
Toll, a clachan some 4 miles south on the 
road to Tarbolton, next day's first port of 
call. An audible sigh arose. So the horse · 
was duly boxed and we set off for Ayr, 
meeting again at · Galbraith's Stables, 
where Dick and mount had been enlisted 
to ride, as mentioned earlier, in the Tam 
O' Shanter/Burns ride. Three hours later, 
back at the ranch (the Land o' Burns 
Centre again) Dick appeared-this time, 
appropriately, among the lassies-well 
down the Cavalcade headed by Ron Dale, 
the entertainer, resplendent as 'Tam'. A 
quick wave and a parting shout and it was 
all over, for me that is. For Dick and a 
change of escort, there were two full days 
to go, the byways of Mauchline and the 
Braes of Ba\\ochmyle beckoned, rather 
more so than the tortuous trunk road from 
Cumnock to Dumfries. My last recollec
tion was of stopping for a late evening 
cuppa near Loch Doon as the setting sun 
glinted over the Galloway Hills-what a 
marvellous view. Sheep and hill kye as far 
as the eye could see-and nary a horse in 
sight. 

Postscript 
In my absence, Dick made it to 

Dumfries on the Friday and on the back of 
the horse. He said he would. The Howff 
Club made their target, and more (about 
£900) Kerr Little said they would. For me, 
if anybody in future mentions horses and 
Ayrshire it's either a reading of 'Tam O' 
Shanter', or £1 each way on the favourite 
at the Ayr Gold Cup. 

THE SECOND DAY
BOGEND TOLL TO NEW 

CUMNOCK 
The escorts for the second day's ride duly 
met up with rider Dick Brown and his 

entourage (Jock Mackay-groom and Bill 
Rogerson-farrier) at the Ayr stables of 
Mr Galbraith, supplier of the horses, at the 
apparently early hour of 9.00 am. The 
'Tam O' Shanter Ride' of the previous 
evening had been a success with Dick in his 
period dress featuring prominently in the 
parade. 

According to our hero, the festivities 
following the parade also merit a mention. 
After some minor difficulties the assis
tants, Bill and Jock, assisted most ably by 
the horse box driver Roger Claymore, 
persuaded the two horses to board their 
vehicle, and off we set to approximately 
the spot where the previous day's episode 
had terminated-Bogend Toll on the 
Kilmarnock-Ayr road. The first horse was 
selected-Dick Brown, dressed as Robert 
Burns, Exciseman, mounted up, and we 
were on our way-first stop Tarbolton. 

A motley collection we were. I drew the 
leading position (at the front end of the 
horse) while Stan Hamilton, with Jimmy 
McKinnell as adviser, followed the nag. 
The horse box and farrier's car brought up 
the rear; all vehicles were liberally decked 
with advertising slogans for the event's 
sponsors-' Robbie Burns Scotch Whisky'. 

The early part proved uneventful, with a 
fair pace being set and maintained by the 
competent rider and willing horse, and 
miles came and went with apparently 
amazing speed, probably due to the end
less 'Hullo-ing' of the rider and answering 
members of the public, obviously enjoying 
the change to their normal early morning 
routine. It seemed no time before we 
reached Tarbolton with its Bachelors' Club 
and worthy Curator, Sam Hay, well-known 
and respected for his knowledge of the 
Bard. Sam was delighted to see us and led 
the group round the old building, ob
viously relishing his meeting with Dick 
Brown in the surroundings frequented by 
Burns some 200 years earlier. 

As we were bidding farewell to Mr Hay, 
there was talk of de-hydration, and the 
group moved en bloc to the Plough Inn, a 
very pleasant house where the genial hosts, 
Mr and Mrs John Gibson, were quick to 
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provide hospitality. A great deal of good
natured banter with the local customers 
followed, accompanied by not a little 
refreshment, and it was with some relief 
that we managed to motivate the convoy 
again. 

The next place on our planned route was 
Failford, where there is a fine monument 
to the ill-fated Mary Campbell. The five or 
six miles from Tarbolton again passed 
effortlessly, probably helped by the beauti
ful sunny weather and the effervescent 
personality of our star-Dick, who man
aged to raise a smile and a wave from the 
most morose of pedestrians (and many a 
driver). 

The commotion as the procession passed 
through Failford, a tiny village, attracted 
the attention of the patrons of the Failford 
Arms, and, after much persuasion, we 
were soon ensconced in the bar of that fine 
establishment, being entertained by a 
talented trio of men, ably led by Jim 
Shankland, who proved an extremly know
ledgeable Burnsian, as well as an accom
plished singer and poet. In minutes it was 
obvious that the gathering had the makings 
of a real ceilidh, and it was left to the 
unfortunate drivers, who had speedily 
reached their legal limit of refreshment, to 
prise the other members of the group out 
of the hostelry and on the road again.' 

Our next scheduled stop was Mauchline, 
steeped in Burns history, and with a fine 
Monument, Museum, Kirkyard and, of 
course, 'Poosie Nancy's'. A Civic 
Reception had been planned for our stay 
by the local District Council, represented 
by Mr J. Young, who welcomed us to the 
town. 

Lunch time was approaching and it was 
agreed Mauchline would be an ideal place 
to rest and eat, so while Jock Mackay 
attended to the horses' needs and prepared 
the mount for the afternoon stint, the 
remaining humans had a quick snack in 
Poosie Nancy's. By now it was apparent 
that Dick Brown, entrepreneur, was 
beginning to believe he was R. Burns, 
exciseman, and was developing a suitable 
rapport with all he met, from babies to 
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barmaids. 
The inner man satisfied and our hero 

suitably positioned, off we made for 
Catrine, which we reached early 
afternoon--obviously the quietest time of 
the day, for it is doubtful if we saw 20 living 
souls (excluding dogs and cats) in the 
entire village. So a quick nip for the rider 
and on we raced-destination 
Auchinleck-5 miles on-which we 
reached as the local secondary school was 
disgorging. The whole vicinity seemd alive 
with cars and buses uplifting pupils, and 
thousands (it appeared) of youngsters mil
ling around the area awaiting transport of 
some kind. 

Dick was in his element with such a large 
potential audience, and we enjoyed a good 
reception through virtually the whole of 
Auchinleck, partly stimulated by accom
panying school pupils revelling in the rare 
freedom to shout in the High Street with
out fear of confinement in jail or asylum. 

The drive and ride through Auchinleck 
was the first distance we covered on the 
Trunk A76 road and it was some appre
hension that we negotiated our way 
through the town, causing, surprisingly 
enough, few traffic problems for other 
road users--or so it appeared. 

Not so in our next place of call
Cumnock. This thriving town is blessed 
with a very narrow section of road forming 
part of the one-way system, and it was 
outside a hostelry at the narrowest part 
that our worthy hero became involved with 
several of the locals. In a trice glasses were 
produced, toasts were being proclaimed 
and thirsts quenched-and vehicular 
movement became a memory-What a 
jam!!!-Cars, buses, juggernauts-all 
lined up behind our intrepid convoy
horse, three cars and horse box. Our 
popularity with other roads users reached a 
new low, though Dick's entourage was 
growing by the second. 

Disaster (and the local constabulary) 
loomed!!! 

A speedy conference with our Star was 
the order of the day, and we were soon on 
our way out of Cymnock at the breakneck 



speed of 5 mph, avoiding arrest by the 
narrowest possible margin. 

The remaining section of the ride-to 
New Cumnock-passed with no further 
problems, though with some considerable 
interest and vocal support from the local 
pedestrians. The tired horses were stabled 
at Polshill Farm on the outskirts of the 
town. 

Rider Dick Brown and his supporters all 
returned to Dumfries, Dick to join part of 
the Guid Nychburris (Good Neighbours) 
celebrations, but with an early start next 
day for the last part of the ride to 
Dumfries. 

THE THIRD DAY
NEW CUMNOCK TO 

DUMFRIES 

For the final lap, fate decreed that the 
escort duties were to fall upon the shoul
ders of our worthy committee member, 
Jim Irving, and myself. As for me, Jim 
Scott, now Dumfries Howff Club Presi
dent, then risking his sanity trying to install 
some organisation into a wild and unpre
dictable venture such as this, had made me 
an offer I simply could not refuse. (Jim is a 
brawny ex-rugby player-at least six foot 
tall-I'm not). 

But to our tale, as the Bard says. Having 
set off from Dumfries complete with motor 
car at the ready at some unearthly hour in 
the morning, I reached the appointed 
venue in New Cumnock just before the 
trysting hour of 9.30 am. Shortly after
wards, Rob-sorry Dick-appeared, res
plendent in his eighteenth century outfit, 
raring to go and apparently none the worse 
of his previous two days in the saddle. But 
where was the horse? Ah-there was a 

transport vehicle at last--down went the 
tail board and the (lucky?) animal, some
what apprehensively and clearly against its 
better judgement, was enticed out onto the 
road. 

So we set off in the general direction of 
Dumfries, Dick at an easy canter (on the 
horse that is) myself bringing up the rear at 
a furious 8 mph in low gear. Flashers on, of 
course my job was to take the force of any 
impact from the rear but I wasn't asking for 
trouble. I don't think we caused any traffic 
jams but my recollection of events tends to 
blur somewhat towards the the later stages 
of the journey-was this fatigue or the 
number of hostelries visited en route? 
Perhaps a bit of both-anyway I do 
remember our progression through the 
various towns and villages-Kirkconnel, 
Sanquhar (where there was a welcoming 
party including the ex-Provost, Councillor 
Matt McKenzie), Carronbridge, Thorn
hill--. And still Dick jogged remorse
lessly on-though the horses tended to 
change from dapple grey to brown and 
back again (that wasn't my imagination 
was it? No I don't think so. Anyway the 
back view of one horse is very like that of 
another-and I certainly have that part of 
the animal's anatomy printed on my mind.) 

But came the late afternoon and 
Dumfries at last. And now the crowds 
really began to build up and one could 
sense a feeling of anticipation and excite
ment in the air. A very positive response 
indeed from the general pupulace, and one 
got the sense that it had all been worth
while after all. Then here, finally, was the 
town centre, the Midsteeple, the ultimate 
destination, and a delegation, including the 
Provost to welcome us. 

It was all over but, thanks principally to 
Dick, we had added to the gaiety of nations 
and raised a bit of cash-what more could 
one ask. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Recent Burnsiana Surveyed 
STUDIES IN SCOTTISH LITERATURE, Volume XIX, edited by G. Ross Roy, Department of 
English, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208, USA. pp 314. Price not 
stated. 

Ross Roy is no stranger to our pages and in 
recent years we have had the benefit of his 
painstaking researches into the various 
early printed editions of Burns 's poems
not to mention his excellent piece of 
literary detective work on the Merry 
Muses, which will be found elsewhere in 
this Chronicle. He is also the editor of 
Studies in Scottish Literature which was 
founded by the late Hugh MacDiarmid and 
includes David Daiches on its editorial 
board. The scope of this annual volume is 
wide-ranging, reflecting graphically the 
vast field of Scottish literature from the 
Middle Ages to the present day. This 
volume commences with 'Reflections on 
Hugh MacDiarmid' by Wang Zuoliang 
(who, readers may recall, has played a 
prominent part in the giant Burns suppers 
organised in Beijing in recent years). In 
view of the recent controversy which has 
been whipped up-yet again-over 
MacDiarmid. I would recommend Wang's 
sober appraisal which should help us keep 
some sense of persepective. 

Among the other articles in this volume 
may be cited 'Carlyle's Reception and 
Influence in Sweden' by Erik Frykman, 
'Politics and Poetry at the Court of James 
III' by Robert Kindrick and 'Cunninghame 
Graham and the Critics: A Reappraisal' by 
John Walker. Two articles deal with 
aspects of The Bride of Lammermoor, by 
Peter Garside and Brian Hollingworth 
respectively, while 'The Fop, the Fairy and 
the Genres of Scott's Monastery' by 
Patricia Harkin takes a fresh look at one of 
Sir Walter's lesser known novels. 
Chronologically the articles range from 
'Dunbar's The Golden Targe: A 
Chaucerian Masque' by Pamela King, to 
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an assessment of Scottish poetry published 
in 1981, by Roderick Watson. The second 
part of Alexander Law's paper on 'Scottish 
Schoolbooks of the Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth Centuries' deals with collec
tions and reading-books current in that 
period and shows how the choice of 
reading matter influenced the teaching of 
this aspect of the three Rs, citing some of 
the books used by John Murdoch in the 
education of Burns, as mentioned in the 
poet's autobiographical letter to Dr. Moore 
in August 1787. There was a strongly 
didactic element in much of this reading 
matter, read both for its own sake as an 
exercise in reading but also for the moral 
precepts it imparted. There was a subtle 
change of direction in 1827, following the 
publication of Dr McCulloch's Course of 
Elementary Reading in Science and 
Literature, and then his curious book of 
1836, A Series of Lessons in Prose and 
Verse, containing 'elliptical' lessons, where 
the pupil had to fill in the blanks in 
passages, the spaces indicating the length 
of the word required. Another curiosity, 
reflecting attitudes in late-Victorian 
Scotland, was Lesson Book of Common 
Things, published by Chambers in 1872 
and containing such diverse matters as 
poems to purity and advice on personal 
hygiene (including the importance of 
wearing flannel next to the skin). 

There is very much more in this 
fascinating volume, but undoubtedly the 
article of greatest interest to Chronicle 
readers is the contribution of the editor 
himself, entitled 'Robert Burns: Editions 
and Critical Works 1968-1982'. Ross Roy, 
in fact, covers the Burns literature which 
has appeared since ·James Kinsley's 



Magnum Opus of 1968 which he rightly 
observes completely overshadows all other 
publications since that date. He confines 
his survey to separate works, ranging from 
new editions of the poems to biographies 
and volumes of criticism. While he con
cedes that much of this literary output 
measures the scholarly estimates of the 
impact of Burns, he notes that 

On a more popular level, there is the 
Burns Federation with its annual Burns 
Chronicle which combines scholarly 
articles with news of the world-wide 
network of Burns Societies of which 
there have been over a thousand formed 
since 1801, with over 350 still active. 
Scholars have a tendency to look down 
on these clubs, and on the various 
tourist aspects of the Burns cult-visits 
to the Birthplace Museum at Alloway, 
proliferation of 'Burnsiana' such as 
Burns shortbread, Burns cigars, Burns 
whiskey (sic), and parties at which 
'Auld Lang Syne' is sung off-key. But 
these manifestations too attest to the 
abiding interest that Robert Burns holds 
for a great number of people. 

Professor Roy makes some wry com
ments, too, on the thriving facsimile in
dustry. With nineteen facsimiles of the 
Kilmarnock Edition still freely available in 
the antiquarian market, he queries the need 
for the twentieth, published in 1977, 
'replete with box and horn paper knife to 
open the pages'. I understand that yet 
another facsimile is in production and 
doubtless by the time the bicentenary 

comes round next July there will be others! 
Of the collections published in the past 

seventeen years the most important are 
those pertaining to The Merry Muses, 
though he rightly deplores the 1982 
Macmillan edition which, no doubt in a bid 
to catch the attention of a wider audience, 
replaced the original 32-page introduction 
by James Barke, Sydney Goodsir Smith 
and J. De Lancey Ferguson by a fourteen 
page travesty by media celebrity Magnus 
Magnusson. Even more trenchant com
ment is reserved for an author who 'has 
made a small industry of republishing 
Burns material with his own journalistic 
annotations.' Propriety forbids me from 
mentioning the name of the author in 
question, a valued contributor to our pages 
on many occasions; but in his defence I 
would respectfully observe that there has 
always tended to be a dichotomy between 
the scholar and the 'populariser'. 

Ross Roy provides us also with an ad
mirable survey of recordings of Bums's 
work in recent years and concludes with a 
review of translations and volumes of 
criticism, of which there is seemingly no 
end. Hugh Douglas's Burns Supper 
Companion is included in this section 
because it is impossible to categorise it 
otherwise. 'This small book', notes Roy, 
'would not require notice were it not that I 
suspect that it is a first: is there any other 
literary figure for whom such a book has 
been written?' I trust that my own recent 
history of the Burns Federation constitutes 
yet another 'first' of a sort. 

Colourful Burns 
'MY HEART'S IN THE HIGHLANDS': AN ANTHOLOGY OF VERSE BY ROBERT BURNS. Selected 
by Elizabeth and Alexander Fraser. Jarrold Colour Publications, Norwich. pp 64. 

A brief introduction is followed by some 34 
poems, songs and fragments, from 'My 
Heart's in the Highlands' to the Bard's 
Epitaph, by way of the Selkirk Grace, 
'Scots wha hae' and 'Auld Land Syne'. 
Most of the right-hand pages are occupied 

by full-colour photographs, carefully 
selected to complement the poem opposite. 
The result is an eye-catching booklet, 
aimed no doubt at the passing tourist trade 
but providing a nice wee selection of the 
Bard's best-loved compositions. 
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A Hundred Years Young 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (1885-1985) by James A. Mackay. Published by the Burns 
Federation pp 250. £7.50 (£5 to members of federated Burns Clubs). 

In 1959, John McVie, a former Secretary 
of the Bums Federation, produced a very 
useful and readable book-the 'Bicen
tenary Review', celebrating the 200th 
anniversary of the Bard's birth. It gave 
many details of the Federation and added 
other material regarding the Bums cult. 

Even more appropriate, and much fuller 
in scope and detail, is James Mackay's 
scholarly history of our great movement. 
His treatment of his subject matter in this 
our centenary year, highlights the im
portance of it and the justified pride of 
Burnsians that we have gone from strength 
to strength. Very few organisations of a 
similar nature can lay claim to such a story. 

Yes, we have here a real treasure trove 
for all interested in the Federation, and 
hopefully for an even wider Burnsian circle 
where many might not fully appreciate our 
achievements. 

In the very first paragraph of his 
preface, Jim Mackay makes a telling point 
by reminding us that the Federation was 
conceived not in Scotland, but rather in 
London, then the world's largest and 
greatest city. As all true enthusiasts know, 
the decision to create our Federation was 
first mooted within a small group of 
distinguished Bumsians walking together 
along the Embankment. 

Out of this the memorable meeting was 
called, at Kilmarnock on l 7th July, 1885, 
when our movement was born. Seventeen 
founder members were present at that 
significant gathering, all but three of whom 
were members of the illustrious Kilmar
nock Burns Club. 

A preliminary meeting had been held in 
London in February 1885, but tragically no 
sederunt has come down to us. 

The influence of the Kilmarnock Burn
sians can be gauged by a glance at Jim's 
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excellent appendices. Here we see that our 
first three Presidents (1885, 1899 and 
1906), our first Honorary Vice-President 
(1907), our first two Secretaries (1885 & 
1907), all our Secretary/Treasurers (1961, 
1968 & 1981), our first four Treasurers 
(1885, 1895, 1913 & 1930), our first two 
Assistant Secretaries (1900 & 1907), our 
first Chronicle editor (1892) and our first 
three Auditors (1899-1908) were all from 
Kilmarnock. Quite a record! 

To demonstrate the prestige of the 
Federation the reader need only glance 
at the role of Honorary Presidents-the 
first two being amongst the greatest Scots 
of their day, the Earl of Rosebery and 
Andrew Carnegie. In 1983 Professor 
Toshio Namba was added to the list. 

As was almost obligatory, Jim recounts 
the lovely story of London Burns Club 
being No. 1 on the Federation Roll, while 
Kilmarnock Burns Club is No. O! Friendly 
rivalries of this kind continue to this day, 
and are a happy feature of the brotherhood 
which the Federation fosters. 

Detailed also are the many achieve
ments-its steady growth, especially after 
the Burns Chronicle was created in 1892, its 
charitable works, its indefatigable efforts 
to protect and maintain appropriate 
monuments, its Schools Competitions 
which go from strength to· strength and its 
commitment to the wider field of the Scots 
language, Scottish Literature and Scottish 
culture generally. 

A particularly fascinating chapter is that 
on our annual conferences, and though the 
list does not appear, it can be readily found 
in the Chronicle. Those conferences are far 
more than the AGM of a great 
movement-they are cultural and social 
gatherings which enthusiasts hate to miss. 
Once they attracted 50 or 60, now they 



have to be limited in certain years to cover 
ten times that number because of ac
commodation problems-a measure of our 
success. This chapter involved an enor
mous amount of research and is full of 
interesting comment and detail. One such 
tells us that the distinguished Federation 
President Sir Patrick Dollan (1946) saw the 
need for some change and streamlining. 
Out of his concern came a Development 
Committee (1948) to seek a more business
like approach. Unfortunately no report 
was forthcoming and the committee sank 
without trace. This is unfortunate, since in 

Jim's Chapter 14 a highly perceptive essay 
entitled 'The Future', he sees enormous 
opportunities, but also the need for change 
in order to grasp them fully. We must keep 
the best of our traditions but we must also 
adapt to a changing world. 

Yes, this is an outstanding book of which 
we can be proud, and it must reach as wide 
a readership as possible. 

It should also serve as an appetiser for 
our Magnum Opus-our edition of the 
works of Burns, to be published in 1986 
and the editor-it could be no one else than 
Jim Mackay. 

D.W.O. 

I kittle hair on thairms 
SCOTTISH FIRESIDE FIDDLE CHATS by Ron Gonnella, 'Barga', 27 Boyd Avenue, Crieff, 
PH7 3SH, price £4.99 (post-free)-add £1.50 for airmail. 

The fiddle music of Scotland has many 
devotees throughout the world who, of an 
evening when the lights are low, curl up in 
their favourite fireside chair and savour the 
sounds of Scotland on record or dip into 
their favourite book on fiddle music. Now, 
for the first time, they can do both 
simultaneously, because Ron Gonnella has 
combined the fruits of his countless broad
casts and long series of recordings of 
Scottish Fiddle Music with his chatty and 
informative radio and television style talks 
to produce fascinating musical chats about 
Robert Burns and the fiddle, and on one of 
the great father figures of the genre, Niel 
Gow. Volume one (AB 004) of these 
cassettes tells of Burns 's consuming interest 
in fiddle music and its intimate links with 
his songs and everyday life. At one stage he 
confessed 'Many of our strathspeys, an
cient and modern, give me exquisite en
joyment.' Niel Gow was no less a figure in 
Scotland's rich musical heritage and the 
recordings on this cassette include many 
well-known airs from the Gow collections, 
played on Niel 's own fiddle now preserved 
at Blair Cast!~, Perthshire. This is a 

splendid cassette which really captures the 
atmosphere of the late eighteenth century. 
Transcend distance and time at the touch 
of a button and bring two of Scotland's 
great legendary figures, Burns and Gow, 
into your homes. 

Volume two (AB 005), by contrast, deals 
with the fiddle music of the north-east of 
Scotland, as epitomised by James Scott 
Skinner, the Strathspey King, and the 
Gaelic fiddle music of Captain Simon 
Fraser of Knockie, with its Jacobite 
overtones and close links with Bonnie 
Prince Charlie. In Volume three (AB 006) 
Ron Gonnella takes a look at the music of 
men with whom posterity has dealt rather 
unfairly and who, despite exciting and 
original compositions, tend to remain 
somewhat shadowy figures on the fringe of 
fiddle music. Outstanding among them was 
William Marshall, whose best-known 
composition was immortalised by verses by 
Burns '0 aa the airts the wind can blaw.' 
Also deserving a more frequent hearing is 
the music of Robert MacKintosh and Peter 
Milne, teachers of Nathaniel Gow and 
James Scott Skinner respectively. 
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Tam in Translation 
ROBERT BURNS' TAM O'SHANTER: A SCOTTISH FOLK TALE translated by May Kramer
Muirhead. Anro Communications, 100 Tamai Plaza, Corte Madera, CA 94925, USA. pp 
63 $8.95. 
TAM O'SHANTER: A text in Scotscrieve (phonetic script) to accompany a recording by 
Frank Bryson of Kilwinning in authentic Ayrshire dialect. Scotsoun Publications, 13 
Ashton Road, Glasgow G12 8SP. £2.95 including audio cassette and 8 page pamphlet. 

Straight away we have, it seems, a 
polarisation of attitudes towards the 
Lowlands Scots of Burns's day. The blurb 
on the Anro publication mentions the 
translation of this epic poem for the en
joyment of new readers: 'The original text 
is also given for readers who want to read 
Tam O'Shanter as written by Robert Burns 
in the Lowland Scots dialect.' (my italics). 
George Philp and William Graham, who 
are responsible for the latest Scotsoun 
version would probably disagree with Scots 
being regarded as a dialect of English and 
would argue for its status as a distinctive 
language in its own right, a language 
descended from the medieval tongue and 
co-equal with Standard English. 

No such distinction existed in the eight
eenth century. Though Burns often said 
to Thomson, when asked to supply English 
versions to traditional Scots airs, that he 
did not enjoy this work as he was not so 
conversant in English as he was in Scots, 
this was merely the Bard striking a pose. 
The excellence of his English is betrayed in 
his voluminous correspondence, and his 
English poetry demonstrates a remarkable 
command of that 'alien tongue'. It may be 
argued that Burns strove consciously to 
write in Scots and played a noble part of 
ensuring the preservation of what was, 
even by his time, becoming a curiosity. 
Burns not only preserved the vernacular, 
but breathed new life into it and its survival 
to this day, despite all the pressures of the 
international media of communications, is 
proof of how well he succeeded. 

'Tam O'Shanter' is an interesting blend 
of Scots and English. Apart from the 
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moralising passages, where Burns reverted 
to Standard English, the text as generally 
accepted contains many examples where 
the English version of a word is preferred 
to the Scots, even though the latter version 
would be perfectly understandable to an 
English audience. Scotsoun have now 
excised such Anglicisms so that the spelling 
of the text accords with the spoken word. 
This makes sense if you listen to Frank 
Bryson 's excellent rendition and then 
replay it, following the pamphlet line by 
line. Thus the Scots form of such words as 
night, light and sight are preferred and 
appear as nicht, licht and sicht. The 
problem of rendering the Scottish 
pronunciation of 'ou' (oo) without af
fecting the spelling has been neatly 
overcome by printing this diphthong in 
italics throughout the script. I, for one, 
thoroughly endorse Scotscrieve and would 
earnestly recommend this cassette and 
pamphlet, if for no other reason than the 
final page providing an excellent if 
necessary.brief outline of the salient points 
to be borne in mind in writing Scots. 

May Kramer-Muirhead has done a fine 
job, so that her translation has lost none of 
Burns's humour in the re-telling; but it 
seems to me that she has sometimes made 
changes for changes' sake. As an example 
of the Anro and Scotsoun translations I 
give the following excerpt, with Burns's 
version below them. 

Apart from the text, however, May 
Kramer-Muirhead's book is most at
tractively produced- and well illustrated 
with line drawings, a fine addition to the 
Burns library. 



But pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You seize the flower, its bloom is shed; 
Or, like snow falling in the river 
A moment white, then gone forever; 
Or, like the borealis race 
That flit ere you can point their place; 
Or, like the rainbow's lovely form 
Evanishing amid the storm; 
No man can tether time or tide 
The hour approaches-Tam must ride 
That hour, of night's black arch the keystone 
That dreary hour he mounts his beast in, 
Yes, such a night he takes the road in 
That no poor sinner was abroad in. 

But pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You seize the flow'r, its bloom is shed; 
Or like the snow falls in the river; 
A moment white-then melts for ever; 
Or like the borealis race 
That flit ere you can point their place; 
Or like the rainbow's lovely form 
Evanishing amind the storm. 
Nae man can tether time or tide; 
The hour approaches Tam maun ride; 
That hour, o' night's black arch the 

key-stane, 
That dreary hour he mounts his beast in; 
And sic a night he taks the road in 
As ne'er poor sinner was abroad in. 

But pleasures are like poppies spread; 
You seize the flower, its bloom is shed; 
Or like the snow falls in the river 
A moment white-then melts forever; 
Or like the borealis race, 
That flit ere you can point their place; 
Or like the rainbow's lovely form 
Evanishing amid the storm. 
Nae man can tether time or tide; 
The hour approaches-Tam maun ride; 
That hour, o nicht's black airch the 

key-stane, 
That dreary hour Tam mounts his beast in; 
And sic a nicht he taks the road in, 
As ne'er puir sinner wis abroad in. 

Potted Biography 
THE LIFE OF ROBERT BURNS by James Veitch, with illustrations by John Mackay and 
published by the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs on behalf of the Burns Federation. 
pp 24. £1.50. 

The original text and illustrations, now 
brought together in book form, appeared 
in the pages of the Chronicle between 1965 
and 1967, my predecessor in the editorial 
chair, the late and much-lamented Jimmy 
Veitch having produced it as a serial in the 
then Junior Chronicle. It has now been 
produced ostensibly for primary school-

children, but it would have a wide appeal to 
Burnsians of all ages, both as an introduc
tion to Burns for the complete newcomer to 
his works, and as a handy outline for the 
enthusiast of long-standing who may often 
feel the need for a brief biography covering 
the salient points ofBurns's life. 
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In 'Guid Black Prent 'Again 

ROBERT BURNS THE KILMARNOCK POEMS, edited by Donald A. Low. Dent Everyman's 
Library, London. pp xxxvi+190. £10.95 (case-bound), £3.50 (paperback). 

Over the past two centuries there have 
been a score of facsimile editions of the 
Kilmarnock Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish 
Dialect and no doubt by the time the 
bicentenary comes round next July there 
will be a few more. Dent's Everyman's 
Library, however, has neatly anticipated 
this by commissioning an entirely new 
edition of the Kilmarnock Poems, with an 
introduction and notes by Donald A. Low, 
Reader in English Studies at the University 
of Stirling and one of the world's leading 
authorities on Burns and his writings. In so 
doing, of course, Dent rightly claim a 
first-the 'first fully annotated separate 
modern edition' of the poems which 
established Burns as a poet of the first rank 
and proved to be a major landmark in 
Scottish literary development. 

The poems themselves reproduce the 
order and layout of John Wilson's artless 
volume, but the typography has been 
modernised (actually Trump Mediaval 
fount, which is quite pleasing apart from 
rather disconcerting commas and 
apostrophes). Burns's original spelling, 
and Wilson's typesetting, have been 
preserved more or less intact, apart from 
such currently accepted practices as single 
quotation marks instead of the old
fashioned double quotes. Where Burns 
omitted names, or indicated them merely 
by lines of printer's rule or asterisks, such 
bids for the anonymity have been retained, 
although the identities are revealed in the 
voluminous notes which followed the 
poems and occupy some 60 pages at the 
back of the book. Burns's Glossary has 
been reproduced intact, but a valuable 
addition to this edition is a marginal gloss 
of words which are increasingly unfamiliar 
to Lowland Scots of the present time, let 
alone English readers. 
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The Introduction includes a brief 
chronology of the poet's short life, more 
detailed accounts of the circumstances that 
led up to the appearance of the 
Kilmarnock Poems in July 1786, an• 
excellent survey of Burns's annus mirabilis 
of 1785-6 when his poetic output was 
remarkable in range and overall 
excellence, the publication and immediate 
aftermath, when Burns was catapulted 
from obscurity into celebrity almost 
overnight, and a lengthy essay on the 
language and style of these early poems. 
An interesting section deals with those 
poems known to have been composed 
prior to April 1786 but which Burns, for 
one reason or another, deemed it prudent 
to omit. 

This is a splendid volume which, apart 
from the detailed explanatory notes and 
the textual commentary, enables us to 
focus attention on those poems which 
established Burns. We, who have the full 
gamut of his poems and songs before us, 
tend to have a different perspective on 
Burns, judging him by his achievements at 
the time of his death. Thus we often Jose 
sight of the freshness and impact of the 
original Poems. 

The appendices deal with the expansion 
or elaboration which resulted in the first 
Edinburgh edition of 1787, a list of the 
locations of manuscripts of the poems 
which appeared in the Kilmarnock 
Edition, and a note on the Kilmarnock 
Edition itself from the bibliophilic 
viewpoint, with a survey of market values 
since 1859 when this slim volume first 
acquired an antiquarian interest. It is 
interesting to note that, as late as the 
1850s, copies were still changing hands for 
as little as one shilling-a third of the 
original published price! 
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Principals in wreath laying cermony at the Burns Shelter in Prestonpans, 

Burns Shelter in Prestonpans 

A commemorative ceremony was held at 
the Burns Shelter in Prestonpans High 
Street on Saturday when a large company 
met in brilliant sunshine to take part in 
recognising the anniversary of the death of 
Robert Burns and the 50th anniversary of 
the Airts Burns Club, 

The shelter, erected by public subscrip
tion in the centenary year of the birth of 
the national Bard, looks spick and span 
after a clean up by East Lothian District 
Council employees, 

The arrangements took the form of an 
address by the Honorary President of the 
Airts Burns Club, Mr Jim Bush , who gave 
a history of the club from its formation in 
Kinghorn 's public house (the present 
Railway inn) to its present location in the 
Royal Mussel burgh Golf Clubhouse. 

Mr T. McIIwraith , president of the 
Burns Federation , reminded the audience 
of the important influence which the poet 

had had on the thinking of the Scottish 
people and of his fame in all parts of the 
world as one of the greatest poetic geniuses 
of all time , 

District Councillor Pat O 'Brien spoke of 
the activities past and present of the people 
of Prestonpans, predicting a bright future 
for the improvement of the quality of life 
within the community , 

Wreaths were laid by Airts Burns Club 
president Mr George Manderson , Mr 
Mcilwraith and Mr Tom Bell , president of 
the Edinburgh and District Burns Club . 

Music for community singing of Burns 
songs was supplied by Monktonhall Silver 
band while veteran Pipe Major Hugh Muir 
played the lament. 

The arrangements were made by Mr 
Manderson and the Airts Burns Club 
committee to whom the Burns enthusiasts 
were most grateful for the privilege of 
taking part in the historic occasion, 
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The '1827' Edition of Robert Burns's 

Merry Muses of Caledonia 

By 
G. Ross Roy 

Like a good deal of erotic writing, The 
Merry Muses of Caledonia, which contains 
poems and songs by Robert Burns, has a 
history which is difficult to trace. Until 
very recently many libraries did not list the 
work in their public catalogues and 
scholars frequently had difficulty seeing 
copies of the work. It had been known as 
early as 1800 that Burns had made a 
collection of these poems. When James 
Currie published The Works of Robert 
Burns in 1800 he included a letter to John 
M'Murdo in which the poet mentions 
sending him the only copy he had of the 
MS which was to be published as The 
Merry Muses; Burns added, 'I should be 
sorry that any unfortunate negligence 
should deprive me of what has cost me a 
good deal ofpains.-'1 All early editions of 
Burns's letters contain the sentence 'A 
very few of them are my own' which was 
Currie's fabrication, doubtless intended to 
exonerate Burns from the responsibility of 
having written pornographic poems and 
songs. Since the date of The Merry Muses 
was established as 1799, I have been 
convinced that Currie knew of its pub
lication and so tampered with the text of 
the letter to M'Murdo in his edition of 
1800, rather than to omit the letter alto
gether, something he not infrequently did 
when he felt that the text was too personal. 

In 1911 an edition of The Merry Muses 
was 'Printed and published under the 
auspices of the Burns Federation. For 
subscribers only. Not for sale'; we also 
read on the title page that the edition is 'A 
Vindication of Robert Burns in connection 
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with the above publication [The Merry 
Muses] and the spurious editions which 
succeeded it.' The editor, Duncan 
McNaught (at the time also Editor of the 
Burns Chronicle), was unwilling to admit 
to his editorship, signing the 'Introduction 
and Corrective' just Vindex. It is not 
important to know whether McNaught 
knew that Currie had falsified the letter to 
M'Murdo, but it is interesting to see that as 
late as 1911 there were those who would 
not admit that Burns had written erotic 
poetry. A footnote to McNaught's edition: 
he had printed up an additional leaf (pp. 
137-8) to his edition containing an explicit 
description of Burns's fornicating with 
Jean Armour (not yet his wife) but ap
parently thought better of including it in 
the book, and so it was cancelled.2 

Incidentally, the letter had already been 
published in the spurious editions of 1827. 

In his introduction McNaught drew 
attention to this so-called 1827 edition, 
without questioning the date of 
publication, although anyone familiar with 
nineteenth-century book production would 
have known that the paper was certainly 
not of as early a date as that. In 1965 G. 
Legman published a useful edition of The 
Merry Muses in a type facsimile of the 1799 
edition with notes and a bibliography of 
the '1827' edition. 3 He points out that the 
first concrete evidence we have of the date 
of this edition is the accession date of a 
copy in the British Library, 6th April 1881. 
If we accept the date of publication as 
1872, it is not surprising that it took nine 
years before the British Library acquired a 



copy; no serious attempt was made at that 
time to acquire 'indecent' books, and the 
printer or p,ublisher would certainly not 
have deposited a copy as the law required. 
In all Legman lists a total of sixteen 
editions. Not all of these editions claim to 
have been printed in 1827; later editions 
merely reprint the contents of the earlier 
editions-the two 1962 editions, for in
stance, contain only eighteen of the eighty
two poems in the original and claim, 
somewhat ambiguously, only to be a 
'selection' whereas the 1827 edition is 
called a 'collection'. 

The contents of the 1827 edition are 
based on editions of c 1830 and 1843 except 
that the English folk-songs have been 
'ruthlessly revised and vulgarised' as 
Legman puts it. 4 Oddly enough the 
Scottish material was left pretty much as it 
had appeared in earlier editions. 

The text of the 1827 editions begins with 
a 3-page Preface which was reprinted in all 
subsequent editions. The text commences 
with songs known to be by Burns, some of 
them reworkings by the poet of older 
material. The first song is 'The Ranting 
Dog the Daddy o't,' a song first published 
in volume three of James Johnson's The 
Scots Musical Museum (1790) where it is 
listed as 'old verses, with corrections, or 
additions'. This song and the next two in 
the 1827 edition are noted to be by Burns 
'In his published works'. This may have 
been a ploy to imply the legitimacy of the 
remainder of the selections. There follow 
works which are now admitted to the 
canon as well as more dubious works, but 
which were known to the poet. 'Andrew 
and his Cutty Gun', for instance, was 
called by Burns 'the work of a Master'5 

quite possibly referring to the text as it 
appears in The Merry Muses credited as 
being 'perhaps' by Burns. 

'Act of Sederunt of the Court of Session' 
follows with this odd note: 'Probably by 
Burns, but doubtful'. It is, of course, 
known to be by the poet who sent it in a 
letter to Robert Cleghorn on 25th October 
[1793?]. 

c 

About half the book is filled with 
Scottish songs, so indicated; there follow 
'English' songs, although the second of 
these is 'Una's Lock', which Burns called 'a 
blackguard Irish song'6 adding that he had 
'often regretted the want of decent verses' 
to the air. Burns's 'decent' lines were 'She 
Says she Loves me Best of a' (Sae flaxen 
were her ringlets). Five Irish songs are 
followed by two pages of 'Toasts and 
Sentiments'. The 1827 edition claims that 
this 'completes the Merry Muses, as origin
ally collected by Burns', a statement which 
was pure fantasy; there is no evidence 
whatever that Burns collected or knew of 
many of the songs in the collection, nor did 
he, as far as is known, ever collect toasts. 

There follows one of the most interesting 
items in the collection-the two texts of 
'John Anderson, My Jo', where the earlier 
erotic version is claimed to have been 
taken from a 'song-book' of 1782 (perhaps 
a chapbook, if the statement is true). 7 

Following this is the famous letter from 
Burns to Robert Ainslie of 3rd March 1788 
in which he describes in graphic detail how 
he had made love to Jean Armour upon his 
return to Mauchline, an event, if we are to 
believe the date, which occurred about a 
week before Jean gave birth to his twins. 
(This is the letter, mentioned above, which 
McNaught printed and then withdrew from 
his edition of The Merry Muses of 1911.) 

I have never understood why the next 
letter was included in The Merry Muses at 
all. It is to James Johnson dated 25th May 
1788 and had been published by Robert 
Chambers in 18568 and has no erotic 
content at all-it speaks of Burns's concern 
over his publisher William Creech's failure 
to settle accounts, and goes on to tell 
Johnson that he has married Jean. Al
though Chambers did excise a few words 
from the text (such as the poet's statement 
that he had given to Jean 'the best blood in 
my body, and so farewell Rakery!') the 
deletions were not such as to warrant the 
inclusion of the letter in The Merry Muses. 

The final item in the collecti0n, which 
was written by Burns in 1786 for the 
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I 

Tarbolton Bachelors' Club, is entiiled 
'Libel Summons', although it has been 
more frequently published under the title 
'The Fornicator's Court'; it has also been 
called 'The Court of Equity'. This is the 
title given to it in the best collation of the 
printed versions of the poem which was 
privately printed in 1910, edited by D.R., 
but which I suspect may have been Duncan 
McNaught. The collation includes earlier 
printings of the poem, including an edition 
of 1899 which I have not seen, but which 
D.R. claims includes variorum readings 
from all three known MSS. More readily 
available is James Kinsley's Oxford edi
tion, The Poems and Songs of Robert 
Burns (1968), which again supplies the 
variants in the MSS which are all in the 
British Library. Of these the fullest version 
comprises 160 lines, another is incomplete 
consisting of the first part of the poem only 
(both of these are in the Egerton Collec
tion), the third MS (in the Hastie 
Collection) omits lines 99-158, but is 
nevertheless complete as a poem. It is 
apparently from the Hastie MS that the 
1827 text was taken and it agrees with 
Kinsley's publication of it, with the excep
tion of minor changes in capitalisation, 
spelling and punctuation. 

Collation of the various editions of the 
1827 Merry Muses is made difficult by the 
scarcity of copies of any of them, with the 
result that they cannot normally be 

borrowed on inter-library loan, and since 
almost all the title pages contain identical 
wording it is impossible to determine 
without physical examination when one 
copy differs from another. Recognising 
this, I thought that it would be useful to 
reproduce the title page in addition to 
giving the pagination and other methods of 
distinguishing the editions. I have followed 
Legman's tentative dating, although like 
him I recognise that any of the editions 
studied may have been printed several 
years earlier than the date assigned. Most 
of the dates are those of accession in 
libraries but, as was mentioned, the nature 
of the contents made it unlikely that a 
deposit copy would be sent to the British 
Library, and as copies in the late 
nineteenth or early twentieth centuries 
were rarely advertised, institutions had to 
rely upon the good will of secondhand 
booksellers to obtain copies. Then too 
owners rarely put their book plates on 
copies nor did they incribe_ and date them. 
I believe I have seen only one copy with an 
ownership signature, and that inscription is 
unfortunately not dated. It is also true that 
very few copies are in signed bindings even 
though some of them are quite nicely 
bound-again we may suspect that fine 
binders were not anxious in Victorian and 
Edwardian days to have it known that they 
bound such material. 

The following abbreviations have been used for locations: 
BL -Britis~ Lib~ary NYP -New York Public Library 
BO -Bodle1an Library, ?xford ODU -Old Dominion University, Norfolk, 
GL -G. Le~man coll_ect1on Virginia 
GRR -authors collect10n TTU -Texas Tech University Lubbock 
HU -Harvard University Texas ' ' 
IU -Indi~na University . USC -University of South Carolina 
MC -Munson ~urns C~llec!10n. YU -Yale University 

Dunfermlme Pubhc Library VPI -Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
NLS -Nat10nal Library of Scotland Blacksburg, Virginia 
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1 [1827-1872] 
6.2X4.6 in. 15.9xll.6 cm.; page sizes vary 
somewhat because of folding. [i-ii], blank; [iii], 
half-title; verso, blank; [v], title page; [vi), 
limitation (99 copies); [vii]-ix, contents; [x], · 
blank; [ix]-xi (for xi-xiii), preface; [xiv-xvi], 
blank; [ljc125, text; [126-8], blank. Copies: BL, 
GRR. 

This edition is assumed to be the earliest; it 
was accessioned by the British Library 6th April 
1881. It will be noted that the pagination is 
faulty; the only numbered preliminary pages are 
viii and ix (correct), and x and xi (for xii and 
xiii). 

2 [1827-1880] 
5.7x4.3 in. 14.4Xl 1.0 cm. Title; verso, limita
tion (99 copies); [iii]-v, preface; [vi], blank; 
[vii]·viii, contents; [1]-124, text. Copies: BL, 
YU. 

As with most editions of the 1827 Merry 
Muses, there are no signatures in this edition, so 
it is not possible to determine if there should be 
preceding or followi11g blank leaves. 

NOT FOA' ll!.1111.'., ,lfl,\'l~ .. 11 A'.\, ON 5:7'A'll'/l~.:r;\ 

THE JAEHP.Y jvlusEs 
r\ I 11<>!1'1 r "I!~· I Ill'! 111 

FAVOl'l<ITE SnN<;s (;,\TllFHEfl l•lmM 
~!,\Ny SOI: 11n:s, 

IWl!Elff lll'l<NS 

rn \\ 1111 II , .... \l>l•KI• 

T\\"0 Of' lllS l.Fl n 1.·...; /\'.'I• ,, IHl·M-- lllTHFrno 

srn·1·1n·:ss1·J>-1'~11 ~1·.nH 1:1·1·01~E: l'Hl~TFJI 

s .. ~. tlnrit.111, C.ltl lt br hlr1111g. 
'ij'.o brrlJ? pl.1in ~rulh in tviltp eong, 
ll!th.1t hont~il 11.tlntr 'a~? tor ~hnulb bo, 
Ulh.11 cbHJ! J.1b,l! bor' H blttttlb bo? 

J'RI\.'ATEl.V l'J{JNTEJ> 
(..,•JI" I nu .,A1 i:J. 

1827, 

HOT FO• \1.lfD\', .\ll!VhTtfO, U.I T'Tlfffl.IHC1 
---------------·-----. --- -

F.\\"OURITE SONGS GAJ'llEl\F.U FRO~! 

~!ANY SOURn::;. 

!<OBERT BURl'I~ 

T"'"..,.. •h l•Tll• .. ,..,. • .\ ro1••1 -111r .. 1•ru 1urr1us10,-A1<e 

1"1.•l& a1ru&1 Ul1"Tlto. 

~'I· turol111, r111 11 W 'ar11111. 

C1 ltr .. pti.•11 C1111tt 111 lt<1t1 1•111. 

WIJll !>911111 "'1"" ,.,. i.. 111111111 t1, 
ll!lo&it•nt 1bp :!1<1, If i..ull le? 

l'RJVATELY PRIN I f.D. 

I I 

35 

i 

~ 



36 

.YllT ffl!.' .1/.///1'\, ,l//.\/SJ'}.!;S ON \1"/."IJ'fl\".\" 

THE Jf1EP,RY Jf1usEs, 

F.\\.01THl1T t'ONC:~ U,\TllEHJ·:D FH.OM 

MANY ::;011m·Jo:~. 

JlOilERT l!URNS. 

Two OF 111!1 I~F.TTRY~~ A!lln A l'oYM-lflTllBRTO 

6t'J'l'ltl':MJl:'D--Nl':VP:ll flti:FUll.I': l"lll!l!Tti:I• • 

.t.~Jr~;~~:~ T~u1tli.1111~~~~ "°"'' 
\\'.hilt hon,.,t }';alu~-:rio •• ahnul• Jo, 
\thAt~''"'1 laJ1 •'""""'""'""Id do. 

11-1:nt:1\· 1·r11Yn11. 

1 ·~··1 l"l•I: •. \l.1 .. ) 

l~:!j. 

-,, r-11·1 -,,., 
.. l.1_1111·11";. I I u 
LI - c!f{ ~ 1; ·~ ,!}I II~~~. 

SCOTTISH. 
THE HA~TINH 0011 THI~ J).\JlJJY O'T. 

Tt·•.:,:--"F·1•t .. Y,u! ,,• Fd,.•· 

0 wh" m~- tud·y rlon1 .. "ill hu\· !' 
(I ~·h" w1ll l••nl lll1> wlwu I 1·ri· ~· 
11 •·!111 \\ill kiM~ tnr• "lu·rf" I Ji,'. i" 

Hut tl1:· rnul111µ- •l••K thf" 1h<ldy o't. 
0 q-J1a "'II 011 n h" •li1l tlo1• (.111l :-
0 "'"''" "~II hu~· t.loC' Jtfnttnin)l m1111t ~ 
0 •·lrn •·111'"ll111•· •h111tl,c• n1't P 

Hut !ho· r .. 1••in)l •l"I( thr 11.111.ly q't. 

\\~ln•n l ,nuuot llw <'f('l'J•if' ch.-ir 
\\h11 wi11 .. 1t ~Ncfo m(' tJl'·r"t 
Cin• m<' nab, I'll •~Ii: o"e n1:\ir, 

11w ra1,tillK tlog, the datlrly u't. 

Wha ..-~II <'rn<'k to m" my l"nr i 
\\ h11 .... 11 m11ko nio ft di.ring (nin r 

wt1'1t~i!~ ~~,:~ '~.~~ ~~;i(~,:.1.1" .. ·t. 
Rt·uY~--/o1 111• P"h/11:~,/ ., . .,, '• 

T1·..,r ''TI,. ;:,,,.{.of n,,,,,.., .. 

~-:,~~'.!!~~: ~1:~.:.::~,~~,::
1

t ;,~~:~-~:·:·:~ l~lll' 
l'h•· jC'••·d,:11 /, ........ o' .\no'I 

Tlw 1111111:1.1· j• w in •aldo rru""• 

w:~ ~:,:;·~~:~n~··~~. 1111'.; ~:.~'.:'~· 101.ri ... , 
l't'"ll th" lrl'"of :\nn-1; 

•l J ... f11~l ... ""1 .. tl1~ ''"II/ u hi "' "' ., .. , .. t "·t·1. 

3 [1827-1881] 
6.5X4.2 in. 16.6X 10.6 cm. Half·title; verso, 
blank; title page; verso, blank; [i]-iii, contents; 
[iv], blank; [v]-vii, preface; [viii], blank; [9]-90, 
text. Copies: State 1, GRR, TIU; State 2, 
GRR, NLS. Copy in BL, state not determined. 

The two states of this edition have nothing to 
indicate a priority. The one noticeable dif
ference occurs on the first page of the text, 
where the lines which separate the words 'Burns' 
Merry Muses' from the text are different, and 
the word 'Scottish' has been added in State 2. 
The title pages of both states have the correct 
reading 'to which are added two of his letters'. 
Nos. 1 and 2 above read 'to which is added'; this 
mistake alone would argue for an earlier 
printing of Nos. 1 and 2 than of any edition with 
the words 'are added'. 

TIU.: ltANTISW )>00 TJIJ: J>A m>r ffT. 

TirttP: -" r.·,,,, ~,·,,,J. u' T·f~." 

0 wha 1ny h:\hr duul11 wi11 l111TP 
0 .-h11 "ill t.•nt nu• • lu·n I rr~ P 
Owlm •·il\ki'""'lnfl •·lu·r1• I li1·P 

o ~II~ 1!r,t:.·:,:11f.c.~;:':i ~~·.; ~1~:~;11 o't 
() 'lrha •ill 1.uy tl11• R'"•:111i11i: n1'111tP 
0 wl111 will t.-lf "'" \\ h:it lu , a "t' 

Dul thf' r•11ti11K •In)( th1· d11•l1ly n't, 

'Wh<'n I rn~uot U.e r.rr...pic rl111.ir, 
Wb• •ill '"t ~id~ m"' ll1l"n- r 
Ui•l' mn Rnh, ['II uli: Mf' m:tir, 

The nntinr do~. the d""lcly o't 
l\"ha •ill cnt.c:k to ftl'" my lanfll P 
'Yh• •ill m:'!.h mfl R.lirinJt fa;n ~ 
""ba •ill ki1111 me n'f'r 11RaioP 

Rut the rantin,I' do11H1r1fa•h1y u't. 

n(TW.!"'9 •. /,. Ai1 pi.Alult,J tro.-J I. 

Al<l<A 

T1'1f1:-"T1i'lln11l.1of/:•""'"·" 

Tf'tl'"t,....'f'ft I rot• rint o' "'"iri ... • 

T1~·~~~;: 1:~·~: ~~1:;.:1~i min,., 
1 hr ....... ,J .. n lork• o' .Anna. 

TI1e l1uu1rry j•·.,.. in wil•l• n1r11• 

W~jn:~hr..:·;:: :~ 'h::,':; t.1;

0

,.,. 

Cpo11 the lip8 of Anna.· ' 

• Tli• ffnt .._ It Lh ,,.._,of - •~inl ••ttr 



4 (1827-1903] 
State 1, 6.6x4.3 in. 16.8Xll.O cm.; State 2, 
7.1 x4.5 in. 17.9Xl 1.3 cm. These measurements 
in State 2 are true only of the preliminary leaves 
which, in fact, vary slightly in height and width. 
The text of State 2, however, measures uni
formly 18.0x 11.4 cm. (n], title page; verso, 
blank; (i]-iii, contents; (iv] vi (for v) vi, preface; 
[9]-90, text. Copies; State 1, GRR, IU, NLS, 
USC; State 2, GRR, HU, VPI. Copies in BL, 
BO, MC, state not determined. 

The date of this edition was taken by Legman 
from the accession date of the copy in the 
Bodleian Library. Legman correctly surmises 
that this edition may have been issued more than 
once. Even the title page of the two states 
displays marked differences. In State 1 the 
printing on the title page is somewhat more 
compact; the lines of the title page in State 2 run 
2-3 mm. longer than in State 1: the three rules 
which divide the page are also longer-and thicker 
in State 2. The quality of the paper in State 2 is 
much poorer, and finally the book itself is taller, 
although there is always the possibility that the 
shorter copy has been cropped in binding. 

The want of pp. 7-8 suggests that the title page 
was counted as p.1 when the pagination for the 
text was made up. The preliminaries in my copy 

SCOTTI Sii. 

T1·,1 -•· F..1<1.\"od ,,· /."/1,.·· 

II wha 111\· li11.ln- cl•111h will huv ~ 
I} wl1<l ui1l t,•1;t 1J1t• when In~·: 
() wl.i:1 "ill k1~• 1111· \'l"lt•·rr I lil!l ~ 

But tl1I' r:mtini: ''"J.!' Tilt' da.l·ly n't 
0 whn. \\di llWll lie <1111 the f.\11t ! 
0 wlia \\Ill l111y tli"! !(tnnninK mant • 
f) wha \\ill t1•1l 111e \\h;\t lo 1:1\·l ~ 

fint the ra.nli11:.; •lo~ tbr •l;1d.I~· n"t 

\\'lien I mo11nt Ilic c:n·1q1ir d1•\it, 
\Yim. will •ot 1 .. ·~i•le me tllf'H• ~ 
Ci,·e me H.1!., I'll :iJ11k nat! m:,ir, 

Thl' nrnt 111r.: .J.,~ the .!:11\.1~· '' t. 
\\'ha 1ri11 o·rn~·k to 1ne mv buc ~ 
Wha. will m:\l..t: me fiillfin·~ fain~ 
\\'h<\ will kis• ml! o'er ag~1in ! 

Uut tlif' rnntinL!' olo!,! the ~bd1ly r:i't. 
Ht 1::-..; /11 l11.rf11M11Ju,1 ::·,.,f.r 

Tl'\R-" r'i.- n,,,,J:r ~f /.'t111•m.'' 

Y n"tn.• .. n I 201 a ,.int o' v. ine, • 

Yc~t·~~~,'.:~ ~~~'.··~~ ~·;1~~)i,~~~:t11.~£ n1in1•, 
The gov.d,:11 \<wks r) i\1111a. 

The l111n11:ry jrw in wi\c\o>fnf'S..'1, 
Rrjniriui:·1···rlw1manm\'. 

\\. n.11 nii.f'llnnC" m~l honey i>llM, 
l:(l'111 the 1il's <•f .\nna. 

•th•flnt••....,i•1l,.·frfti:tn .. ntul•t1•1\•\.-11l "I!'"' 

f.\\'Ol'HITE ~O~fiS c..;ATllEh:Ell Fl«l:\I 

;\J..\:'{Y SOl/HCl .. S. 

HOBERT \!lll-:~S 

Twn oF fJJ<; LF.TTf"R<; ANll A l\W~I 

st:rl'RESSP.11 -·NE\'"R flF.FORI' l'RINT~··· 

PRl\'ATl::L\" l'IHNTl·I' 

(NOT FOR SALE I 

18:Zi· 

113urns' {JDert\? Muses. 

SCOTTISH. 

THE RANTINE DOG THE DADDY O'T. 
Tl'N!:-" East Neull o' Fife." 

O wha my baby cloutJ wUl buy? 
O wha will tent me wbtn I cry ? 
O wha will ldS! me where I He? 

But the ranting .do~ the daddy o't, 
0 wba wm own be did the faut? . 
Q wha will buy the groaniog maut ~ 
O ,,,.b:t will tell me what to ca't l 

w~:: ~h:n~~~t~nt1:~~~~ed::~. o't. 
Wha wlll sit b"side me there ? 
Give me Rab, I'll ask nae mair, 

The ranting dog tbe daddy o't. 
Wha will crack to me mv IRne? 
Wba will make me 6dglni fain ? 
Wha will lr.W me o'er l.!'31rt 1 

But the ranting dog the daddy o't. 
BURNS In Ai~ ptcblisll'd t110rll1}. 

ANN°A. 
TUN?.-" The Bads of Bonna." 

Vtt'tre'en I got a pint o' wioe, • 
A place whue body saw na, 

Yest're'en lay on thi~ breast of mine. 
The gowden lockJ o' Anna. 

The bun!i:ry jew in wildernn.", 
Rejoidnl{ o'er bh manna. 

Wu naething my honty blis.'I. 
Upon the lips of Anna. 

• Th• Ant nne 11 Uie rra.ineot of an anoleot dlLtr', 
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NOT FOR MA Ins . .\ffS/51 F.RS '1R '>HUl'f,T!'l'G'> 

FAVOURITE SONGS GATHt:l<F.(J FHOM 

MANY SOURCES. 

RQRF.RT llUHNS 

Two oP H111 L•TT••!I AND /1. l'o«M·-HITHl!•To 

SVPPaSl\!HD -l'fSYltll 9KPoas PalNTl!O. 

S.y, Parit•n. an II t.. •ron11 
To dr- pi•"' Trurb on •'lllJ" Inn«. 
Wit.at h<JCW'St ~•rure M'\'9 •• 'bllilld .Jo, 
Wb.a1 HPry l•dr .t""' or •ould do 

PltlVATPLY Pltll'fTltD 

[:o1or Po• SALR) 

t827. 

NOT FOR JU.IDS, J£Il'ISTERS on STRIPLI.YGS. 

A CHOICE COLLECTION or 

FAVOURITE SONGS GATHERED FROM 
MANY SOURCES. 

BT 

R 0 BE RT B U R N S. 
TO WHICH Alli "ADDBD 

Two OF HIS LE'l'TEllS AND A PoEH-HlTfflRTO 

SUPPRXSSID-NIV!:R BUOU PltINUD. 

PRJVATP'.1.Y PRINTED. 

(NOT FOR SAU. J 
1827. 

of State 2 are printed on different paper from 
that used for the text, although both are of very 
poor quality. This suggests the possibility that 
prelims. and text were printed at different times, 
perhaps even by different printers. 

The way in which Legman distinguished this 
edition was that the number vi appears in the 
prefatory material for both pages v and vi, and 
each time the number is on the inner margin, 
unlike any other page numbers in the book. In 
the text also it is easy to determine that State 2 is 
not a simple re-issue, but rather a complete 
re-setting. Although it is a line-for-line reprint, 
State 2 has throughout a slightly larger type 
spread. The differences in the word 'Scottish' at 
the beginning of the text in the two states are 
also to be found in the words 'English' (p. 46) 
and 'Irish' (p. 76). 

There are some gross errors in State 1 which 
are corrected in State 2. For example, 'iips' on 
page 9 of State 1 is corrected to 'lips' in State 2; 
on p. 51 'made' is corrected to 'maid' and on p. 
73 'I've called in' is corrected to 'I've called it.' 

Both of my copies are unusual in that they are 
in signed bindings. State 1 was bound by Arthur 
S. Colley; State 2 by Bayntun. 

5 (1827-1905] 
4°: A-114 [Q]. 6.8x4.l in. 17.4XI0.4 cm. Half
title, verso, blank; title page; verso, blank; 
[v]-vii, contents; [viii], blank; [ix]-xii, preface; 
[13]-122, text. Copy: GRR. 

The title page is in black and red: 'The Merry 
Muses, [ ... ] Robert Burns. [ ... ] Privately 
Printed. [Not for Sale.] 1827'. being in red. The 
paper on which the volume is printed is water
marked Van Gelder. Bound in paper vellum, 
this is one of the few well-produced editions of 
the 1827 Merry Muses. 



6 [1827-1905] 
6.4X4.4 in. 16.3Xll.2 cm. Title page; verso, 
limitation (90 copies); half-title, verso, blank; 
[v]-vii, contents; [viii], blank; [ix]-xi, preface; 
[xii], blank; [1]-124, text. Copy: NLS. 

It is difficult to say why the half-title was 
apparently placed after the title page. The only 
copy seen was that at the NLS, acquired in 1972, 
and the order of the pages does not appear to 
have been tampered with. Nos. 5 and 6, which 
Legman suggested might be the same (he had 
not personally examined either edition), are 
very distinctly different, as can be seen from the 
title page as well as internally. This is the only 
edition I have seen which has a cut of Burns on 
the first page of the text. 

\U1 FIJI: 111/11.., .. 111 \hi J.l:S 1111 '-llill'l.l,\t,,, 

+ 

r A\' o tT HIT t-: 8 ON t; S 1: .1\ TH E :HE 11 Jo" RU ftif 

'-I,\ Ny :{O (! J:ct-:s. 

ll II II E R T B l I It N s. 

Tll"fJ 01-· Ill.\ l.l·:Trt·r.....: .~,\'/1 .I l'Uf. lf lllTHl."f/10 M'/'l'R/{.~<;l-;f1 

.1xn ,\1;n·:11 r.1-:1·0111.· r1u~·r1:11 

S.tt, l'l"ltl"I \S, t'.'\S lr It~: WllllX1: 

To l>ltl."' .. 1·1.,\1s Tia r11 1s 111n1 :o<o.-..:: 

\\"11 IT llfl'\" .. 'iT S \11 In' !' n" \\l: :-llol"l JI 1~1: 

\\'H,\I l\F.lt\ 1.\1•1 1>1•1~ •>U 1101·1.11 ,,,,7~ 

l'klV11'~J.Y l'~lNTEll. 

(!fOT t"O II f.A LE), 

1 A :17. 

BURNS' MERRY MUSES. 

THF, IUNTING !JOG, Tm: DADDY o·T . 

. 0 WHA my haby-clouto will buy I 
n wh., will tent me when I cry 1 
0 wha will kiH me where I lie 1 

But the ranting do11, the d1.11d1 o't 
0 wh• will •· .. D he did the faut I 
0 wl1a "'ill buy tbe groaninJit maut I 
0 wha will tell me how tn ca't 1 

The nmtiul( doK, I he daddy o't.. 

Wh~n I mount t h11 creepie chair, 
\Vh" trill ~it hHide me there I 
Give me Rah, I'll uk nae mair, 

Tb11 rauting dog, the dadd1 o't. 
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J.':\\.tllff{['fE ~IJ'.'\GS GATIJEUJ.:11 Flt•t\1 

'.\I.\ NY :--; 0 GR C. E !"', 

It 0 B E H T Il U R '\' S. 

n1 1
' ,,,.. ,Ifs t.1,·1-rr:us .1.vn A rot:it-lllT/ff."llTn ·'' 1·1·1."1 ,.~r • 

A.YO .\TITll n1::rou1~· l'U/.YTn1 

S.u, Purur.1.:-r, ("Alf JT nr: wno~t; 

To IJREs:i rLAllf T111:T11 l:<t wrrrr so ... o; 

\\'llAT llllMF.1'T ~ATUaP: llAf:-1 WF. :O!Ot"LO llH 

\\'11.\T E\.F.R\· LAOY" l>Of:"4 UR W!lt•J.D 1111 ~" 

l'HIVATF.LY PHINTEIJ 

('HlT FOH ~ALP;.) 

18 27. 

BURNS' MERRY MUSES. 

S.c o t t i .s h. 

THE HANTING DOG, THE DADDY O'T. 

TUNE-" Ea~/ Neuk o' Fife." 

0 Wll.\ my baby-cluuts will buy I 
0 wha will tent me when [ cry 1 
0 u-Jrn will kiss me where I lie I 

Hut the ranting dog, the dad<ly o't. 
0 wlia will own he did the faut I 
0 wlrn will buy the groaniug maut r 

0 wha will tell me how to ra't ! 
The ranting dog, the daddy o't 

\\"hen I mount the creepie chair. 
Wha will sit beside me there I 
Oive me Rab, I'll ask .n:t.e mair, 

The ranting dog, the daddy n't. 

7 (1827-c. 1910] 
6.2x4.9 in. 16.0x 12.4 cm. Half-title; verso, 
blan~; title page; verso, limitation (90 copies); 
[v]-vii, contents; [viii], blank; [ix]-xi, preface; 
[xii], blank; [1]-126, text. Copy: GRR. 

It will be noted that No. 7 loosely follows No. 
6 except that the half-title in 7 precedes the title 
page, whereas it follows the title page in 6. Two 
pages have been added. 'Libel Summons' is 
indicated at p. 120 in the contents of both 
editions, but in fact the poem does not com
mence until p. 122 in No. 7. The page number 17 
appears on the inside instead of the outside of 
the page. 



8 (1827-<:. 1907] 
9 (1827-<:. 1910] 
Neither of these editions belongs, strictly 
speaking, to the 1827 category, as there is no 
date on the title page. The statement 'made in 
fac-simile of original edition' is meaningless as 
these editions are not facsimiles of any known 
edition of The Merry Muses. The verso of the 
title page claims 'The original manuscript of 
these poems was sold at Christy's [sic.], London, 
England, in 1907 for £1,800'. Needless to say, no 
such sale was ever made. The editions can be 
distinguished by the statement on the title page 
of No. 8 'Privately printed for member [sic.] of 
the Caledonian Society'. This does not appear 
on No. 9. Copies: No. 8, NYP; No. 9, GRR, IU, 
NYP, YU. 

10 [1827-1910] 
II 6.1X4.9 in. 15.6Xl2.3 cm. [1827-1920] 
8°: 11

8 
[A]-H8

• Blank leaf; half-title, verso, blank; 
title page, verso, blank; [VJ-vii, contents; [viii], 
blank; [ix]-xi, preface; [xii-xiv], blank; [1]-126, 
text. Copy: No. 10, NLS; No. 11 GRR. 

Like No. 5 [1905], this edition is printed on 
Van Gelder paper, but the printing is of much 
inferior quality. An oddity of the makeup is that 
the chain lines run horizontally. The edition may 
have been set from No. 1 [1872], No. 2 [1880], 
No. 6 [1905] or No. 7 [c. 1910]; as in these 
editions Nos. 10 and 11 revert to the phrase 'to 
which is added two of his letters' on the title 
page. Of these possibilities, the relationship 
between Nos. 6 and 10, and Nos. 7 and 11 
appears to be the closest, since 'Libel Summons' 
is listed as appearing on p. 120 in the contents, 
and does indeed appear there in the first two, 
whereas the poem is still listed on p. 120 in the 
contents of Nos. 7 and 11, but actually appears 
on p.122. 

THE 

Merry Muses 
OF 

ROBERT BURNS. 

Say Puritan, tell me, can it be wron8, 

To dress plain truths in witty son8? 

Made in fac-simile of original e~ition. 
Privately Printed. (NOT FOR SALE.) 

NOT FOR .itAJl)S, .ll/NISTE/lS, OR S1'Hll'l.!NCS. 

ube l!Derq~ ffiuses: 

FAVOURITE SONGS GATHERED FROM 

MANY SOURCES, 

R 0 B E RT H U R N S, 

TIVO OF HIS LETTEliS AND A POEM-HfTHEJtTO· 
SUN'JtF.S!iEn-AND NF.YF.R BF.FORE PRINTED 

"Say, Puritan, can It be wronp 
To dree• plain Truth In willy !IOn!iJ: 
What. honeet nature••)'• we ahould do: 
What every lady doe• or would do f'" 

PRIVATELY l'RINTEO 
{MOT P'Oll 'IAl.P'.). 

18 27. 
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.VOT FON .JfA/flS, .11/N/STERS, O/..' SJ/,'/l'l./A'1;\ 

Uhe llDerrr Muses: 

l<"A\'OURfTF. !"ONGS CATllEREO FRllM 

!\I A '.'i Y S 0 UR C ES, 

R 0 R E RT R U R N S, 

TWO or HIS LETTERS AND A J'OEM-H/TllFRTU 
'>(ll'rKF.SSF.n-.~.vn .\'El"EK BF.FVRF. PR/h'TF.n 

·· SAy, Puritan, can 1t he wronp 
To drees pl•1n Truth 1n witty ~ony 
Wh•t honest nPture l!l•Y• we "'hould do; 
Wh•t every lady doe" or would do•" 

rRJYATEJ.Y l'Rll'\TEJ> 

I~ 2 7. 

Nnt for .Ha1ds •. Hi11;.<l<"r.<, nr $1rifl/inJ!<; 

!'.\\"ORITI~ .SON(j!'fl 0'\Tlff~RCD 

M1\NY SOllRCCS 

RORERT fHJl~N.S 

Tu w1nc11 ... ru: Annrn 

T\\f.1111' fllS IXTTCR~,\NT> A J>r)I"\\, 

nr·1·1JRI~ l'l!INTr:n. 

!'in. Puril:rn. <"11.r'I ii he wron1t 
Tn chc!'.s pl:rin Truth in witty !<•HIJ!:? 
\\"hat hnnco<I N:llure !'llVS we !<hnul<I dn, 
\\- hal every lady doc~ or would dn ! 

Vl'.RH\Tl\1 REPRINT 01· TIHO Mfl(1.."('\\Vll 

Ef>ITll)!'o/, l"OR ,\lY.!->[!l.I" ANIJ ,\\\" nnr:~ •• s 

In spite of the differences between Nos. 10 
and 11 they would appear to have been printed 
from the same typesetting. A MS. note in the 
NLS copy of No. 10 states that only 99 copies 
were printed. This statement, like limitation 
statements in all other editions of The Merry 
Muses, must be treated with caution. 

12 [1827-c. 1925] 
6.6x3.8 in. 16. 7X9.6 cm. Half-title; verso, 
blank; title page; [iv-vi], preface; [1]-79, text; 
[80], blank; 81-82, contents. Copies: GRR, 
ODU. 

This entry has been added for completene_ss, 
although it can readily be identified by the 
imprint which reads: 'Verbatim Reprint of the 
MDCCCXXVII Edition. For Myself and my 
Friends'. 

13 [1827-1930] 
5.9x4.9 in. 15.0xJ2.5 cm. 8°: [A8] B-J8 Blank 
leaf; half-title; verso, limitation (100 numbered 
copies); title page, verso, blank; [vii]-ix, con
tents; [x], blank; [xi]-xii, preface to this edition; 
[xiii]-xv, preface to the 1827 edition; [xvi], 
blank; [1]-126, text; [127-8], blank. Copies: 
GRR, HU, use. 

/ ....... _, __________________ _ 



A well-produced edition bound in paper 
parchment, this does not pretend to have been 
printed in 1827, but (perhaps by coincidence) 
with the removal of two leaves (A2 and A 6 , pp. 
3-4, 11-12) the work could be rebound and 
passed off as the real thing. The verso of the 
half-title reads in Part: Privately Printed, May 
1930. by a Gentleman of London for distribution 
among his friends. It is NOT TO BE SOLD or 
sent through the Post, or shown to Persons of 
Immature Intellect. 

This edition is the only one to add a later 
preface, in addition to retaining the one which 
was first published in No. 1. In this later preface 
the editor writes about the unashamedly zestfull 
enjoyment of sex by Burns, citing Burns's poems 
as proof of the poet's enjoyment of love-making. 
People of 1930, the editor claims are afraid of 
sex and of printing the words which make up the 
vocabularly of love-making. This he maintains is 
the reason for his edition of The Merry Muses. It 
is now 'made available for antiquarians of some 
future day-when mental progress will have 
caught up with mechanical "progress".' The 
most interesting part of the preface follows: 'In 
those days, Lady Chatterley's Lover and Ulysses 
will be sold openly, as classics. Schoolboys and 
girls will have to swat up all about Lawrence and 
Joyce-how they had to have their works 
printed abroad and smuggled into England, 
because they used words in writing which 
everybody uses in speech, and has used since the 
beginnings of language.' 

14 [1827-1962] 
7.0x5.0 in. 17.8x 12.6 cm. Title page; verso, 
copyright and publication statement; [3-4], 1827 
preface; [5]-36, text. Title page in red and black; 
printed paper wrapper in red and black. Stapled 
in perfect binding. Copies GL, GRR. · 

The cover title calls this 'Robert Burns' 
private collection of high-kilted folk poems' and 
on the title page we read that these songs were 
'Originally collected by Robert Burns'. Neither 
statement is entirely true: some of the sixteen 
songs here included are .certainly not folk 
literature, and several of them are very 
definitely not by Burns, including some of the 
'Scottish' ones which are not Scottish at all. 
Although the title page wording differs from No. 
5 [1905] the layout suggests that it may have 
been the text from which this selection was 
made; the words 'The Merry Muses' and 
'Robert Burns' are very similar in the two 
editions, and they are, as is the imprint, printed 
m red in both volumes. 

NOT FOR \JAID.<:. .\l!NfSTERS. OR STR!l'U.w;s 

The Merry Muses 
FAVOURITE SfJNc;s CAT!IERED FRO~! 

MANY SOURCES. 

R 0 R E R T B U R N S. 

TWO ()f HIS LETTERS .1Nn ,, I'OE.\f~HlllfERTn 

SUPPRESSF.D-.-IND NEI'ER REFORE I'RINTEIJ 

"S2v, Puritan, c.m it hl" wrong 
To dre5s pbin Tru1h in wirtv ~nng 
What hone~t namre 5a\·s we should do: 
What every lad}' d~s .or would do;·• 

PRl\".\lTJ.Y PRl'.'-JTFD 
(NOT l"QR HJr) 

NOT FOii MAIDS. MINISTEl/S OR STRIPLINGS. 

FAVORITE SONGS GATHERED 
FROM MANY SOURCES. 

Originally Co/l•ct•d 

l.r 

ROBERT BURNS. 

To Which A,. AJJ.J 

One of h;s L1ttert1 --/orm.r/1 5uppreaud -

AnJ • Group of M•rry 

Toaat~ and Sent;menta. 

u.,,J M.J. •t tli• 
UGllT YEAR Pl/ESS, SAN Fl/ANCISCO 

for CITY LIGHTS BOOKS. 
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NOT FOR MAIDS, MINISTERS CR STRIPUNGS 

A s~lec6an of 

F_\VOR!TE SO~GS GATHERED 
FRO~I .MA~Y SOVRCES. 

by 

ROBERT BURNS. 

One of /1is Letters·· formQr/y suppress•d ·· 

At1J a Group ol M•,ry 

Toasts and s~ntim•nts." 

CITY LIGHTS BOOKS 

15 (1827-1962] 
Size as No. 14. Half-title; verso, publication 
statement; title page; verso, copyright; (5-7), 
1827 preface; (8], blank; (9]-40, text. Stapled 
through the middle pages. Copies: GL, GRR. 

The publication statement identifies this edi
tion as an offset copy of the earlier edition, 
which was handset. The title page is in black 
only. The paper wrapper differs from No. 14 in 
that it does not identify the illustration on both 
covers ('The Mouses Tail'). 

16 (1827-c. 1900] 
This edition is included in Legman's list from a 
copy which he owned personally but did not 
describe. It was published in Tonawanda, New 
York. It has not been available for inspection. 
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~ot for }!aids. ::Jinisters. ,:r Stripli~~s. 

THE :.\IERRY :JI CSES. 

F _\ \. 0 C R I T E S 0 ~ G S 

HOBERT BT:R~S. 

TWO OF HIS LETTERS A::iD A POE:! 
lli!Jin-111 ru.1'.'6rnu.i .i11d "t:T.'n' •"<'fvr~ /"'"1'1ttd. 

PRIVATELY PRI~TED 

,:\ot !or Sale1. 

17 (1827-1890-1920] 
6.9X4.5 in. 17.6x 11.5 cm. Title page; verso, 
blank; 3-4, preface; [5-6], blank; [7]-102, text; 
103-4, contents. Copy: MC. 

Another poorly printed edition which Legman 
suggests was printed in Scotland. It was acces
sioned by the Murison Collection in 1921. Like 
Nos. 8 and 9 this edition does not have any date 
on the title page. It follows Nos. 1 and 2 and 
later editions with the reading: 'to which is 
added two of his letters'. 

As I have said, so little is known about the 
production of these editions that it is very 
difficult to be precise about them. No printer or 
date of printing appears to be known for any of 
the clandestinely circulated copies (i.e. all of 
those listed above with the exception of Nos. 14 
and 15) and of course we have no reason to feel 
sure that the Iimit3tions proclaimed were in fact 
adhered to. The nature of the production of 
these books would have made it tempting, and 
impossible to control, for pressmen to have 
printed up their own copies-clandestine copies 
of clandestine books! 



.. 

I expect that there are still more editions or 
variants of editions of the 1827 Merry Muses, 
and I should be grateful to hear froin readers 
who may know of them. 

FOOTNOTES 

1The Letters of Robert Burns, 2nd Edn. Ed. G. 
Ross Roy (Oxford, 1985), II, 138. Henceforth 
Letters. 

21 have in my possession a copy of this leaf, and 
correspondence authenticating it. 
3The Merry Muses of Caledonia Collected and in 
part Written by Robert Burns, ed. G. Legman 
(New Hyde Park, New York (1965]), p. 278. At 
the time of publication the only known copy was 
in the collection of the Earl of Rosebery. 
Unfortunately the bottom of the title page 
containing the date is wanting in that copy, so it 
was not until the discovery of another copy that 
the true date of publication (1799) was 
established. 
4
/bid., p.279. See also Legman's The Horn 

Book: Studies in Erotic Folklore and 
Bibliography (New Hyde Park, New York, 
1964), 'The Merry Muses as Erotic Folklore', pp. 
170-236, for a detailed diScussion of the contents 
of the various editions of The Merry Muses. 
5
Letters, II, 328. Burns had composed a song to 

the air in 1787 and it was published in The Scots 
Musical Museum the following year. This song is 
a good example of how Burns frequently took 
indecent words and made them respectable. 
6 Letters, II, 306. 
7
For an unexplained reason the order of the six 

stanzas as compared to the 1799 edition is 1, 2, 
6, 5, 4, 3. Even though the song does not make 
as much sense with stanzas in that order, it was 
retained in all the 1827 editions and also 
retained by McNaught in the edition of 1911. 
The first edition to correct this was that of 1959. 
8
The Life and Works of Robert Burns. Ed. 

Robert Chambers (Edinburgh, 1856-7), II. 261. 

Fraternal Greetings from 
Greenock Burns Club 

We send oor greetin's tae ilk fiere, 
An wish ye a' a 'Guid New year!' 
Wi' vittles guid and deed tae wear, 
Wi' wark aplenty, 
Wi' never poortith 's cauld tae fear, 
Nor girnel empty. 

Tae turn the leaves o' last year's buik, 
Wad staw a saint an' mak him puik, 
Whit herless man cud thole tae luke 
On rickles o' banes, 
An steed o' buirdly chiels tae brook 
Wee stervin' weans? 
But, still, alang the Banks o' Ayr, 
The floo'ers bloom, ayont compare, 
An' birds wi' sweetest sang declare, 
Auld Scotland's glory, 
An' lads an' bonnie lasses share 
In luve's auld story. 
An' while ilk Burnsian does his best 
Tae pit Rab's tenets tae the test, 
An' jine in britherhood professed, 
As Rab afore us, 
We still may thrill this auld warl's breast, 
Wi joyful chorus. 

MABEL A. IRVING, M.A. 
(Bard and Junior Vice President) 

The Fourth Shepherd 
Bleck wiz the nicht, 
as pitch-bleck tar, 
till lit wi licht 
o Venus-star; 
The fauld wuz still 
an cauld sae lang, 
till doun oor hill 
cam angel-sang. 
They gaed for gree, 
the three o them, 
doun snaw-hapt scree, 
tae Bethlehem. 
I steyed tae dree, 
thou great I-Am, 
wi deid ewe's wee 
new-drappit lamb. 

JOHNSTONE G. PATRICK 
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PERSONALITY 
PARADE 
Anne Gaw. The Burns Movement in 
general, and Lasses in particular, have many 
reasons to be grateful that Anne Gaw has 
such a long-standing love and interest in the 
life and works of Robert Burns. This led her 
to become one of the prime movers in the 
formation of the Irvine Lasses Burns Club in 
1975, becoming the Founder President and 
holding this position for four years. Since the 
Club's inception Anne has served con
tinuously on the committee and is now in her 
third year as secretary. In 1980, the first 
Honorary Memberships were conferred with 
Anne being joint recipient. She achieved the 
honour of being the first lass to be elected 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Ayrshire 
Association of Burns Clubs in October 1979 
after being a delegate for four years. Anne 
did great justice to this office for a further 
four years and the Associat ion is now proud 
to have her as Senior Vice-President. 

In 1979 Anne became District Represen
tative for Ayrshire on the Executive of the 
Burns Federation and since then has served 
on Schools and Scottish Literature com
mittees. In March this year she was ap
pointed chairman of the advertisements 
sub-committee for the Burns Chronicle. 

Irvine has enjoyed many varied and suc
cessful concerts during the Burns Festival 
Weeks organised by Anne in her capacity 
aga in as a committee member. In addition to 
being a popular adjudicator of verse 
speaking competitions, Anne is much sought 
after during the 'Burns Supper Season' when 
her keen knowledge of the poet combined 
with her own lively wit makes her much in 
demand. In spite of her many committee 
activities, however, Anne still finds time to 
be a member of the Busbiehill and Troon 
Ladies Burns Clubs, and the Irvine Newtown 
Operatic Society never cease to be amazed 
at the enthusiasm which she applies to being 
their Publicity Manager. The success of the 
Irvine Conference 1981 must also be men
tioned as Anne worked tirelessly on the 
committee towards this. The Kilmarnock 
Conference 1986 cannot fail to follow suit 
with her as their extremely capable and 
popular secretary. 
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Anne is the first to admit that in her 'World 
of Robert Burns' the Irvine Lasses is the club 
dearest to her heart but even dearer are her 
'ain lasses' comprising of daughter Jean and 
twa bonnie wee grand-daughters. (Lastly). 
Her son Alasdair is very much the 'sun' in 
Anne's firmament, an opinion shared by his 
many admirers in 'The Lasses'. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Federation at the end of 1984 resolved to 
honour William Jackson, Hirsel Homestead, 
Coldstream, by conferring upon him an 
Honorary Presidency. It is hoped that 'Will ie' 
Jackson will be able to receive his honour in 
person at the Centenary Meeting of the 
Federation in London in September 1985. 

Willie has had a lifelong association with 
Burns and has been Secretary of the 
Coldstream Burns Club for over 29 years, an 
office he still holds. His home at the Hirsel 
has been a mecca for years for Burns 
enthusiasts from all over the world where he 
and his wife, Molly, have provided hospital
ity and a warm welcome to everyone. He is 
particularly proud of his long association 
and friendship with the late Fred Belford and 
of the visit he received two years ' ago from 
Dr. Toshio Namba, the translator of Burns 
works into Japanese. 

It is a richly deserved honour for Willie and 
has delighted his many friends in the 
Borders and throughout the Federation . 

J. M. Davidson. 



Andrew Hay was born in Low Coylton, 
Ayrshire and worked as a miner in the south 
Ayrshire coalfields for four years before 
emigrating to Canada in 1955, settling in 
Calgary, Alberta. Calgary, the bustling and 
booming centre of Canada's m ineral indus
tries, was formerly noted for its natural gas 
and the fine quality coal mined in the Rockies 
to the south, but nowadays it is perhaps 
better known for its oil-hence its nickname 
'the Dallas of the North'. As we can see from 
the accompanying photograph, the similar
ity with Texas does not end there! Andy 
comments, 'At least it makes a change from 
the kilt. Apart from such hobbies as gar
den ing and tennis, Andy is an ardent 
Burnsian who enjoys corresponding with 
fellow Burnsians all over the world and 
whose ambition it is to visit as many Burns 
clu bs in North America as possible before he 
retires. He has been Secretary of the Calgary 
Burns Club since 1978 and also Treasurer for 
the past two years. 

John M . Nicol, born in the wee mining 
village of Fallin , near Stirling in 1921 has 
been associated with the Burns movement 
since 1938 when he became a member of St. 
Ninians Burns Club. 

In 1957, he became a founder member of 
Fallin Gothenburg Burns Club and has 
served his Club as Secretary, Treasurer, 
Vice-President and is currently President of 
the Club. He has also been an area represen
tative of his Club at area level and still is. 

John was Treasurer of the highly success
ful 1968 Falkirk Conference and still keeps a 
protective eye on the commemorative bed of 
roses which were planted outside the 
Municipal Buildings at that time. 
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Mrs Eris Tunbridge has been Secretary of 
Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania since the club's 
foundation 22 years ago, and for the first 
eight years also doubled as Treasurer. The 
Club is truly fortunate to have had the 
excellent stewardship which Eris has pro
vided . In recognition of her unparalleled 
record of service to Burnie Burns Club she 
was granted Life Membership in June 1984. 
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He is a past-President of Stirling, 
Clackmannan and West Perthshire Area of 
Federated Burns Clubs having served as 
President of that area for 8 years. During the 
8 years he was an Area Delegate to the 
Federation. 

During the last 14 years John has made 
many friends in and around Toronto in 
Canada who are in the Burns movement and 
was especially pleased to attend the London 
Ontario Conference in 1979 where he met 
many of those friends. 

John has been retired from his occupation 
as a General Surface Foreman with the 
National Coal Board but is still involved with 
the Burns movement both at club and area 
level and is now looking forward to the 
Stirling Conference 1984, where he feels 
sure that everyone attending will have a 
marvellous and memorable time. 

John is a member of Lodge Ancient 
Stirling No. 30 and is also a member of Royal 
Arch, Stirling Rock, Chapter 2. 



The Young Writer's Work Shop 
As an executive committee member of the 
Ayrshire Writers and Artists Society who 
tenant the property fronting the Heckling 
Shop, I was privileged to form a Young 
Writers' Work Shop in 1984. This followed 
a competition to find the 'Young Poet O' 
the Year'. This proved to be a poet from 
Alloway, but two hundred years on, it was 
Rachel Thomas, aged ten years, who was 
awarded this trophy. 

Quite a lot of local interest followed and 
a weekly get-together of young writers was 
set up, with great encouragement from 
parents and teachers. As the finalists in the 
competition were proud to have their poem 
printed in a small anthology, this also 
served as encouragement. Copies were sent 
to Professor Toshia Namba who sent back 

congratulations to our young poets. Val 
Cairney, editor of The Scottish Banner in 
Canada, wrote that she would be interested 
in publishing a selection of the poems. 

A competition is again in progress to 
find 'The Young Poet O' Year' for 1985 
and, at time of writing, the entries are 
encouraging. I am confident that the star 
of Robert Burns will be watching over the 
children's progress very kindly. They speak 
of our poet with great knowledge and 
affection and feel a tremendous kinship 
with him. 

The Bank of Scotland have very kindly 
donated a handsome cup for 'The Young 
Poet O' The Year', and also 'The Heckling 
Shop Trophy'. Twelve diplomas will be 
awarded to the finalists. 

MaeMcEwan 

Rabbie's Seal 
Mystery surrounds a heraldic seal, which 
Robert Burns had made for his personal 
use while he lived in Dumfries and whicli 
has now turned up in the United States ... 
with a five million dollar price tag. Experts 
on Burnsiana admit that little is known of 
its origin or history. 

The would-be seller is Mrs. Billee True 
Elsbury, of Signal Hill, California. She is a 
step-daughter of Robert Burns Hutchison, 
the great-great-grandson of the poet and 
his only direct male descendent. 

-

She has written to the Burns Federation 
enclosing a photograph of the seal-it is in 
the form of a ring-and offering to sell it to 
them for 4.95 million dollars (£3.Sm). But 
Mr Sam Gaw, convener of the Federation's 
memorials committee, has replied saying 
he was astonished to learn of this figure 
and suggesting that £10,000 would be a 
more realistic market value for the relic. 

Mr Gaw told me: 'I have no doubt that 
the seal is authentic. Mrs Elsbury says that 
her step-father had it made into a ring for 
her mother, but if this means the original 
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stalk was cut off its value will have been 
greatly reduced. 

'I know the sort of prices which Burns 
relics fetch, and there is no way she will get 
the price she's asking. I have suggested she 
may try and sell the seal at Sotheby's who 
are having a Burns sale soon.' 

Mr Gaw believes the seal may be the one 
which the poet asked his friend George 
Thomson to have made for him and which 
was delivered to him by Mrs Hyslop, of the 
Globe Inn, Dumfries, only weeks before 
his death. It was handed down through 
Burns' son, James Glencairn Burns. There 
is another, more famous seal which 
belonged to Rabbie, in the Burns 
Memorial at Alloway. It was made for him 
by another friend, lawyer and jeweller 
Alexander Cunningham, in 1794, and was 
inherited by his eldest son Robert. 

Mr Gaw has asked Mrs Elsbury to send 
him an impression of her seal 'to help clear 
up the mystery.' . 
Steeple Chat by Smeddum 21st September 
1984. 

Dumfries Courier. 
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Robert Burns and the Assassins 
By Raymond Lamont-Brown 

AUTHOR'S NOTE: This essay is offered 
as a tribute to the enthusiasm for Burns's 
works and the research undertaken by the 
late Burnsian Dr. Robert S. Gilchrist of 
Edinburgh. From his sickbed he urged the 
author to put into print the theory-arrived 
at independently-that Burns may have 
been a scapegoat of political pam
phleteering. The intention then is to present 
that theory which subsequent research may 
substantiate. 

Robert Burns was not a violent man. 
There . is no mention in any of his 
autobiographical writings of having struck 
anyone in a moment of anger. Likewise 
there are no anecdotes current in any of the 
biographies about Burns which tell of him 
having assaulted anyone in a fit of temper. 
For Burns violent revolution was very 
much a state of mind: as a supporter of the 
French Revolution of 1789, he encouraged 
the working man to throw off his mental 
shackles and be 'independent'; he never 
advocated mass violence as a political end. 
As a commissioned Excise Officer (1788), 
and a member of the Royal Dumfries 
Volunteers, Burns might easily have been 
described as a 'King's man'. Yet, following 
the publication of his Poems Burns may 
have been looked on by some in Scotland 
as a potential troublemaker for the sup
porters of the status quo. 

The theory that Burns may have been 
thought 'dangerous' is a 'between the lines' 
inference which appears in the biographical 
analysis of his life and work which was 
published in 1797. 

This, Scotland's strangest biographical 
work in the form of a 'Memoir', was 
written by one Robert Heron, and first 
appeared in 'The Monthly Magazine and 
British Register'. In it Robert Heron of
fered for public view what amounted to no 
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less than a character assassination of 
Burns. Contrary to popular belief, it was 
not Dr. James Currie (1756-1805) in his 
four volume 'Life' of the poet of 1800, who 
first made out that Burns was a drunk, a 
fornicator and perverter of youth: Currie 
was only quoting Heron, who admitted as 
much in a· letter to the Literary Fund in 
1807. 

The question which has puzzled Burns 
scholars and devotees for almost two 
hundred years is: Why did Robert Heron so 
attack Scotland's greatest poet, an attack 
which was to damage Burns's reputation 
well into the 19th century? The answer lies 
in Heron's own life, character and ac
tivities. 

Robert Heron was born at Creehead, 
New Galloway, Kirkcudbrightshire, on 
November 6, 1764, first of the eight 
children born to John Heron-a weaver 
and baillie of the small burgh town-and 
his wife Jean McClimond. Heron was 
taught privately by his mother until he was 
nine when he was sent to the parish school. 
He was a gifted child and by the time he 
was 11 he displayed such a precocity that he 
was employed to give lessons to children of 
some of the neighbouring farmers. 

At 14 Robert Heron was apppointed 
master of the parochial school at Kelton, a 
parish on the Dee in south Kirk
cudbrightshire. From the literary at· 
mosphere of his home and his readings, 
Heron drew all the qualifications necessary 
for a teacher in the l 8th century; for he had 
little inclination to spare the rod and spoil 
the child. From his youthful days Heron 
showed himself capable of physical 
violence and sadism. Further, he had a 
quick and ungovernable temper and if he 
missed aim at a pupil's head with the book 
he happened to be reading, he would down 
tools to lash the culprit with unnecessary 



severity. 
In 1780, as family and personal finances 

permitted, Robert Heron entered Edin
burgh University with a view to studying 
for the Church. It was during his student 
days in Edinburgh that Heron first wrote 
hack articles for publishers and 
booksellers; this broiler-house work was to 
become his whole life. For a time Heron 
was assistant to the Rev. Hugh Blair (1718-
1800), minister of the High Kirk, St. Giles: 
but his greed for Edinburgh 'high life' 
made Heron turn away from an ec
clesiastical career to attempt to write for a 
living. He contributed to a wide variety of 
journals from the 'Encyclopedia Britan
nica' to the 'Edinburgh Magazine' both 
then under the hand of Burns's publisher 
William Smellie (1740-95). 

Robert Heron was an extremely capable 
writer of his day. As translator, reporter, 
researcher, compiler and editor, he turned 
his hand with enthusiasm to statistics, 
geography, agriculture and chemistry, as 
well as to biography and history. Even the 
stage received his attention. Although 
many of his texts like 'Observations made 
in a journey through the western counties 
of Scotland' (1799) and 'History of 
Scotland' (1794-99) are of use to scholars 
today, Heron did not find fame or fortune, 
and the literary honour he craved eluded 
him. Heron did not build on his failure, 
however, but allowed it to poison his mind; 
and this poison ultimately led him to be a 
willing tool in the famous distortion of 
Burns's lifestyle. 

It is not clear exactly when Robert Heron 
first met Robert Burns, but it is certain that 
Heron would have seen Burns in Edin
burgh either sometime during the autumn 
of 1786, or in the early part of 1787: the 
poet had set out for Edinburgh on 
November 27, 1786 and remained in the 
city until May 5, 1787. There is no mention 
in any of Heron's extant writings of 
meeting Burns before 1789: but in the 
autumn of that year Heron visited Burns at 
Ellisland, a farm on the banks of the river 
Nith, about seven miles north of Dumfries, 

where Burns had settled in 1788. 
Regretfully there is no contemporary 

commentary of the conversation which 
passed between them at Ellisland. Cer
tainly, whatever was said, Heron did not 
think it notable enough to record. Indeed 
there is only one piece of documentary 
evidence that is authenticated which links 
the two at all. 

On August 24, 1789, Dr. Thomas 
Biacklock (1721-91), the blind minor poet 
whose enthusiasm for Burns's work played 
an important part in Burns's career, sent a 
verse to Burns via the Rev. George Lawrie 
of Loudoun. Burns entrusted Heron, when 
he visited Ellisland, with a reply for 
delivery to Dr. Blacklock: this Heron failed 
to deliver. For his dilatoriness Burns 
lampooned Heron in verse: 

The Ill-thiefblaw the Heron south! 
And never drink be near his drouth! 
He tald mysel, by word o'mouth, 

He'd tak my letter; 
I lippen'd to the chiel in trouth, 

An bade nae better. . . . 
But aiblins honest Master Heron 
Had at the time some dainty Fair One, 
To ware his theological care on, 

And holy study: 
And tired o 'Sauls to waste his !ear on, 
E'en tried the Body . ... 

Burns obviously saw through Heron's 
character and truthfully surmised that 
Heron's chief interest in life were sex and 
alcohol. Burns also knew well the 
hypocritical Presbyterian cleric who in 
public forswore the bottle but in private 
embraced it. Heron was such. 

It seems that these verses triggered off a 
strange psychotic hatred in Heron against 
Burns. Heron fancied himself as a literary 
lion, but he was never lionised by the 
literati in Edinburgh society as Burns had 
been: Heron was plainly jealous. In his 
'Memoir' of Burns, Heron sees himself as 
superior to Burns: both Burns and Heron 
came from similar impoverished 
backgrounds, but where Burns possessed 
genius, Heron only had talent-Heron, of 
course, saw this in reverse. Of himself 
Heron was to comment in his 'Journal' of 
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1789: 'I am well employed, indolent, 
passionate, foolish, vain and regardless of 
truth.' 

Heron's early dislike of Burns found 
favour in another employer, Henry 
Mackenzie (1745-1831), the lawyer turned 
novelist and essayist, who was to become 
Crown Attorney for Scotland and Comp
troller of Taxes. Mackenzie's book The 
Man of Feeling (1771) gave Burns a high 
opinion of Mackenzie whose subsequent 
patronising of Burns was to hide much 
bitter antipathy. So Heron was drawn into 
a web of political intriguing. Heron had 
won sympathy from Mackenzie when in his 
'Journey through the Western Counties of 
Scotland' ( 1793) the hack had criticised 
Burns's 'Hallowe'en' and 'Tam O' 
Shanter' as vulgar. Mackenzie, who gave 
rise to the myth that Burns was an 
unlettered ploughman (See The Lounger, 
Sat, Dec. 9, 1786) duly approved of 
Heron's sentiments. It is likely, of course, 
that Heron was favourably 'mentioned in 
despatches' as an informer/pamphleteer 
during the disturbances caused by the 
'Goldsmith's Hall Heavy Mob' of Land
owners, and so on, controlled by 
Mackenzie, who were working against the 
'Friends of the People', an organisation 
inspired by the writings (particularly 'The 
Rights of Man') of the radical political 
writer Thomas Paine (1737-1809). 

As Mackenzie was the unofficial 
propagandist for William Pitt the Younger 
( 17 59-1806) in Scotland he would have 
been very observant of Burns's popular ap
peal amongst the Edinburgh literati and 
the Freemasons. Mackenzie may have 
seen Burns as the 'focal point' of anti
government feeling of the 'Friends of 
People' variety-so a political character 
assassination could have looked attractive. 
Certainly Burns's 'A Man's a Man for a· 
That', and, 'The Jolly Beggars' were full of 
revolutionary sentiment (at least to the 
Edinburgh-based. pro-London, middle 
class). 

The tone of Heron's 'Memoir' was 
preceded by two famous 'Obituaries' of 
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Burns which appeared in the Edinburgh 
Evening Courant (Sat 23rd, July 1796: 
Tory) and the London Morning Chronicle 
(28-30 July 1796: Whig) within ten days of 
the poet's death; the 'Obituaries' appeared 
under the hand of civil servant George 
Thomson (1757-1851). On analysis the 
'Obituaries' give clues that the author of 
the words may not have been Thomson but 
Mackenzie (See the sentiments expressed 
about Burns in Mackenzie's articles in The 
Lounger, 1786). In fact the 'Obituaries' are 
not in Thomson's style at all, but are very 
like the style of Mackenzie. Such a doubt 
poses the question: Was the 'Memoir' 
drawn up with Henry Mackenzie's active 
collaboration? Certainly Heron did not 
write for nothing and Henry Mackenzie 
may have put up the money. 

It is not wild speculation to aver that 
Henry Mackenzie was one of Heron's 
informants. As with the 'Obituaries', the 
'Memoir' is very much in the style of 
Mackenzie's Lounger sentiments. In truth 
Heron could not have served Burns worse 
than in his sources of comment about the 
poet. Burns did himself no service by giving 
his friendship to the drunken, irascible 
classics master at Edinburgh High School, 
William Nicol (1744-97). Heron knew 
Nicol and probably received much 
detrimental comment on Burns which 
stemmed from Highland Tour incidents, 
on which occasion Burns amazingly chose 
Nicol as a travelling companion. And then 
there was Patrick Millar of Dalswinton 
(1731-1815) who worked on Burns the poor 
bargain of the farm at Ellisland. Millar 
(according to Heron) tried to persuade 
Burns to cut down on the drink and pay 
more attention to earning a living from his 
farm. To add to the triptych of biased 
informants was the lawyer Robert Ainslie, 
who accompanied Burns on his Border 
Tour. A sot and a lecher in his youth, 
Ainslie 'took religion' and castigated Burns 
for his 'weaknesses' as only a hypocritical 
Calvinist can. 

Heron's 'Memoir' of Burns is a land· 
scape of some light and many shadows. In 



the 'Memoir', while he highlighted and 
exaggerated Burns's 'weaknesses', Heron 
was, however, the first to point out that 
there was a line of communication between 
the poet and Scottish national literature on 
the one hand, and English Literature on the 
other. He also pointed out the important 
part which the zealous study of books 
played in the development and shaping of 
Burns's faculties: further, he quite rightly 
drew first literary attention to the Bible and 
folk ballads, Allan Ramsay's works and 
the stimulating magazines of the day, as 
Burns's models. But all this was by chance 
for in doing this Heron was promoting 
himself. His positive opinions did not 
offset the nasty insinuations Heron penned 
about Burns, extolling the poet's love of 
self-abuse with 'barley-bree' and for
nication. 

Even a quick assessment of the 'Memoir' 
shows that it seems almost as if Heron used 
the manuscript much as a psychiatric couch 
is used today, as a dais from which to 
justify and expand on his own 
inadequacies. 

After a few years Heron tired of the 
Edinburgh scene and made his way to 
London. Here he continued his hack work 
and apparently did well (probably through 
Mackenzie's government contacts). In a 
letter to his father Heron noted: 'My whole 
income, earned by full 16 hours a day of 
close application to reading, writing, 
observation, and study, is but very little 
more than than three hundred pounds a 
year. But this is sufficient to my wants, and 
is earned in a manner which I know to be 
the most useful and honourable-that is by 
teaching beneficial truths, and discoun
tenancing vice and folly more effectually 
and more extensively that I could in any 
other way.' 

Three hundred pounds was by no means 
sufficient for Heron's sensual cravings, 

and his taste for wine, women and song set 
out by his own hand in his Journal. These, 
and mad literary enterprises, soon 
plummeted Robert Heron into debt (he had 
already spent some time in Edinburgh's 
Tolbooth prison for debt). To add to his 
troubles his health began to fail and he was 
unable to meet his obligations. He was 
arrested and imprisoned, and while in 
prisori developed a fever. Heron was 
moved to St. Pancras Fever Hospital, 
where he died April 13th, 1807. 

Today Heron has been largely forgotten 
as an 18th century writer; only his un
fortunate 'Memoir' of Burns gives him a 
dubious immortality. For, it was the 
'Obituaries' (1796) and the 'Memoir' 
(1797) upon which Dr. James Currie (1756-
1805), Robert Hartley Cromek (1770-1812, 
Reliques of Robert Burns) and Sir Walter 

Scott (in the Quarterly Review, 1809) based 
their libels on Burns's character. 

As a critic Heron has also been 
forgotten, but as a contributor to literary 
theory of the time he deserves a mention 
and certainly in this field ranks with those 
of the era we now know as father of the 
Coleridge-Wordsworth heritage. 

Even this would not have been enough 
for Robert Heron-he wanted to be a 
Robert Burns, lauded and celebrated. 
Heron hated himself for this failure more 
than he was prepared to admit in public; 
and this led him to lash out at all who stood 
in his way. As a consequence Robert Burns 
became his most famous 'casualty'; and 
Burns was wrongly portrayed because of 
Heron for more than a hundred years after 
his death by those who should have known 
better. 

RAYMOND LAMONT-BROWN is the author 
of four books on the life and works of Robert 
Burns and is a regular contributor to BBC Radio 
Scotland. 
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CAT 
By A. K. Robertson 

They found him in the barn towards the 
end of harvest-time, a tiny ball of spitting, 
animated fur already prepared to fight for 
life although not more than three weeks 
old. His mother had been shot by mistake 
during the rabbit cull of the final few 
square yards, when the reaper had all but 
decimated the large cornfield. His cries of 
hunger had been heard by one of the farm 
hands who was about to end his young life 
almost before it had begun, but THE WIFE 
of a neighbour, who happened to be there 
at the appropriate time, begged to be 
allowed to take him home, and so he was 
reprieved. 

The cottage, which bordered on to the 
farmer's land, was close to the cliff-top on 
the edge of which ran a path passing the 
front of the house. It was isolated, the 
nearest neighbours being about a quarter 
of a mile away. THE MAN lived there with 
THE WIFE who was 'delicate', and both 
were looked after by THE HOUSEKEEPER, a 
kindly, middle-aged widow who completed 
the household: there were no pets, THE MAN 
had forbidden them, but THE WIFE who had 
no children craved for some love, and so 
the kitten was smuggled into the house. For 
some weeks he thrived in the kitchen 
premises with all the best food lavished 
upon him by THE WIFE, aided and abetted 
by THE HOUSEKEEPER. One day when he 
had ventured beyond the confines of the 
back premises, he was discovered by THE 
MAN, but he was now big enough to escape 
the menacing hand which threatened him. 

Now that the secret of his presence had 
been discovered, a fierce domestic 
argument ensued which ended with THE 
WIFE in tears, but THE MAN agreed to 
tolerate CAT so long as it stayed out of his 
way. Soon CAT and THE WIFE were in
separable, he followed her everywhere, 
walked when she walked, and sat by her 
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feet or lay on her lap whenever she sat 
down. At night THE MAN slept in a separate 
room and so CAT was free to lie down on 
THE WIFE'S bed, free to go off into the 
fields through the open window, and free 
to return as he wished. All was not peace, 
however, when THE MAN was present CAT 
soon learned to keep out of the way, and to 
move smartly when he came into the room, 
otherwise a kick or a back-handed slap 
would be meted out if he was within range, 
together with an unfriendly inarticulate 
growl. On these occasions CAT would go to 
THE HOUSEKEEPER whose affection he 
tolerated but did not in his heart 
reciprocate. He was essentially a one
woman animal and as the years wore on 
CAT seemed to be the only living thing that 
THE WIFE really cared about; if they could 
have conversed they would have done so 
freely, but in spite of the language barrier 
they communicated easily one with the 
other. 

'I'm sure he understands what I say', 
THE WIFE often remarked to THE 
HOUSEKEEPER. 

'And he tries to tell us things too.' 
'They certainly have more intelligence 

than we give them credit for. Isn't he a 
handsome beast?' 

'And he knows it.' 
CAT heard it all and went on preening 

himself. Indeed he now was a handsome 
fellow, nearly sixteen pounds in weight 
with markings which denoted his wild 
ancestry, but the stripes in his grey fur were 
not so dominant and with a snow-white 
apron on his broad chest. His fur gleamed 
with constant attention and good food, but 
in spite of his size he carried no surplus fat, 
due to the fact that he exercised and hunted 
in the fields daily. His head was massive 
with long white whiskers, his ears upright 
and he had a habit of looking knowingly 



with his head held on one side, an in
telligent glem in his deep amber eyes. 

Every afternoon THE MAN would go out 
for a walk, being absent for anything up to 
two hours. During this time THE WIFE 
would lie on her bed, and CAT took the 
opportunity to stretch out on the wool rug 
in front of the sitting-room fire. If THE 
MAN caught him there on his return, he 
would stir him roughly with the toe of his 
boot and tell him to 'Get off out of it'. THE 
HOUSEKEEPER made it a habit to move CAT 
from his comfortable position before THE 
MAN returned, in order to save him from 
what she thought would one day be an 
inevitable injury. One afternoon, CAT 
decided to follow THE MAN at a discreet 
distance; his walk took him into the village 
where he visited a certain house in which a 
young woman lived alone. On several 
occasions in the ensuing weeks, CAT 
followed him, the pattern repeating itself 
and THE MAN staying in the house for about 
an hour, returning home always at the 
same time. 

As THE WIFE'S health continued to 
deteriorate, so the rows and recriminations 
became more frequent and more bitter. 
After lunch during a particularly un
pleasant exchange, when all the pent-up 
feelings were aired with as much venom as 
each could muster, phrases were heard like, 

'You are useless as a wife.' 
'You married me only for my money.' 
' ... and there was precious little of 

that.' 
'Go to your fancy woman then.' 
The house seemed unnaturally still after 

this outburst, THE MAN storming out and 
THE WIFE going to her bedroom as usual, 
her eyes wet with tears. CAT knowing that 
she was unhappy, abandoned his usual 
comfortable place by the fire, went upstairs 
and lay at the foot of the bed close to her. 
He was puzzled to see her take a bottle of 
pills from the bed-side cabinet and put two 
or three in her mouth, washing them down 
with an amber fluid which, if he could have 
read, he would have known was Scotch 
whisky. This process was repeated several 
times until THE WIFE fell asleep. At first she 

began to snore loudly, tnen more quietly 
and soon her breathing became shallower 
and shallower until finally, culminating in 
a low rattle, it stopped altogether. CAT 
looked at her closely and put out a paw to 
gently touch her face, still warm but now a 
mottled blue-grey colour. He had seen 
death in the wild too many times not to 
recognise it, and, pausing for a moment as 
if considering his next move, he quickly 
bounded out through the open window and 
down the path towards the village. 

At the top of the hill about two hundred 
yards from the cottage grew a large oak 
tree, one of the main branches of which 
overhung the path. CAT jumped up easily 
into the tree and along the branch, where 
he settled himself down to wait, invisible 
among the leaves. He did not have long to 
wait, he was coming up the hill much 
sooner than his usual time. CAT could hear 
the laboured breathing getting nearer until 
THE MAN came into view looking down at 
the path, his cap shielding his eyes from the 
sun. Underneath him THE MAN stopped as 
he did every day, took off his cap and felt 
for his handkerchief to mop his brow. CAT 
settled himself in the springing position, his 
tail bushed out, his fur bristling, and his 
ears flattened against his head. Hearing a 
slight movement above him THE MAN 
looked up, and a flash of snow white fur 
was the last thing he ever saw. In that split 
second CAT sprang, landing squarely on his 
face, the fore-paws with their huge claws 
now unsheathed, raked under the eyelids 
which barely had time to close. The rear 
paws gripped the coat and heaved upwards, 
allowing CAT once again to rake the bloody 
mess that moments ago had been all-seeing 
human eyes. All the hate which had ac
cumulated over the years was translated 
and transmitted into these few lethal 
seconds of vicious and unrestrained ac
tivity. 

THE MAN screamed and put his hands 
over his shredded face now running with 
blood. He staggered back briefly, but then 
came forward for a few paces, his arms 
outstretched in front of him waving from 
side to side. At this point the path was 
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dangerously close to the cliff edge, so two 
more steps and his foot went over, his 
outstretched hand clutching at a small bush 
which for a moment checked his fall, until 
the roots tore away from their tenuous 
hold, and he fell headlong over two 
hundred feet, his cries, already mingling 
with those of the gulls, ending abruptly as 
he crashed on to the rocks below in the path 
of the in-coming tide. 

THE HOUSEKEEPER, blissfully ignorant of 
the events of the afternoon, was out in the 
garden gathering fruit, so that CAT gained 

entry to the house through the open back 
door without being seen. At the usual hour 
she came to take him back to the kitchen 
before THE MAN came home, but this af
ternoon he just sat and continued to wash 
himself as if he had all day_ 

'Come on, do', she begged, 'he'll be 
home shortly'. 

CAT stopped preening and looked up at 
her knowingly with his head held to one 
side, then after a moment he turned his 
back on her and settled himself down in 
front of the fire. 

Immortal Memories from John's 
transatlantic trip 

J~hn_ Smit~ pr~senting the flag from the citizens of London, Ontario to the citizens of Stirling 
District. With him are Ian Wyles, Convener of Stirling District and George Simpson President 
ofTorbrex Inn Burns Club. ' 

Photo: Whyler Studio, Stirling 
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A message of friendship from Stirling 
District Council will be delivered coast-to
coast across the United States this month
with a little help from Robert Burns. 

Coalsnaughton's John Smith, President 
of the Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
Perthshire Burns Federation, will be acting 
as unofficial ambassador for the council in 
a personal Burns anniversary trip across 
America. 

Stirling District Council Convener Ian 
Wyles last week presented Mr. Smith and 
his Burns colleagues with signed greetings 
and gifts for the Government of Rhode 
Island, the Mayor of Caranstone, Rhode 
Island, and the Mayor of San Diego, 
California. 

Convener Wyles, in his letters, wished 
members of the American Burns gatherings 
a successful and enjoyable evening and 
asked them to accept the gifts as a token of 
friendship from the people of Stirling 
District. 

John Smith has been president of the 
local federation for three years and is also a 
member of the Burns Federation. 

The kilted Mr Smith makes an ideal 

To Highland Mary 
(Written in the style of Robert Burns) 

How silent lies the darkened way 
Where I beheld, as if yestreen, 
My Mary, crowned with wreaths of May 
Yet fairer than the richest queen; 
The breezes wantonly caressed 
her features, longing to enfold; 
Fair Venus gleaming in the west 
Still paused, her beauty to behold. 
Still flows, subdued, the shaded Ayr, 
The birds are silent in the tree 
The birches bow their heads in prayer, 
I linger yet, and long for thee; 
Oh heavenly star with gentler beam 
Still shine upon this hallowed place, 
Where I of her forever dream 
And in eternity embrace. 

G. LUND, 
Leyland and District Burns Soc. 

emissary of behalf of Burns students as he 
is-as Robert Burns once was-an ex
ciseman, as well as being an entertaining 
and knowledgeable performer of the poet's 
works. 

His transatlantic trip-though not his 
first-was sparked off by a meeting with 
Mr John McLean, chairman of the Rhode 
Island Burns Anniverary Committee, at the 
World Conference of the Burns Federation 
in Stirling, last September. 

Mr McLean invited John to toast the 
bard's Immortal Memory at their dinner on 
26th January to an assembled company of 
600. 

From there he will fly to San Diego, 
California, where he will personally deliver 
the district council's greetings to Mayor 
Roger Hedgecock and join in the local 
Burns night celebrations. 

John's next stop will be Boston where he 
has a number of friends who share his 
interest in Burns, and from there to An
napolis, Maryland, and his last Burns 
supper. 

From the Stirling Observer, 18th 
January, 1985. 

THE PAISLEY BURNS CLUB 
Greetings-For a' That 

Was the year that's awa' ae guid year? 
I'm bumbazed if I ken fur shair-
Ae war!; dieved wi' ower forty wars 
Is nae verra halesome o' wear. 
Was the year that's awa' ae guid year? 
I'm fashed that I'm nae in fine he'rt, 
As coalyer thrieps thrawn-like wi' coalyer 
An' cleuch clachans rive richt apairt. 
Was this year that's awa' ae guid year? 
Noo's the time tae tak' tent, 
When caterans' gunpowther an' birr 
Ettie tae wraik Parliament. 
Let US ~ak' this year ae GUID YEAR! 
Send greetings frae brither tae brither, 
As Robin prayed lang syne, for a' that, 
Richt roan the war!' tae t'ither. 
25th January, 1985 T.G. II 

57 



JUNIOR 
CHRONICLE 

Allan ton 
CHILDREN'S BURNS SUPPER 

As this is the centenary year of the Burns 
Federation, all clubs were asked to do 
something special, and the format 
Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club took 
was to organise a children's Burns supper. 

It was decided that the school children 
who took part in the 1984 schools com
petition would be invited to participate. 
Four local primary schools were then 
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invited and these were Allanton , Stane 
Primary in Shotts, Cleland and Newmains. 

The event took place on 15th February 
in the Pather Community Centre , Wishaw. 
In attendance were 90 children, 20 teachers 
and 24 members of the club. 

The top table consisted of only two 
adults, Mr Alistair Blair, chairman of the 
club, and Mr Abe Train who was to reply 
to the toast to the club. The rest of the top 
table comprised artists themselves. 

The chairman , Mr Blair, welcomed the 
assembled company and said this was the 
first time the club had tried such a venture 
and it was also a thank-you from the club 
to the teaching staff for their efforts in 
encouraging the youngsters and organising 
the Burns competitions, as well as a 
thank-you to the children for participating. 

The evening got under way in the 
traditional Burns manner, with the haggis 
being carried in by Martin Phillip and 
Richard Wolsely to the sound of the pipes 
played by Allan Dunsmore. 

The address to the Haggis was given by 
Maureen Forsyth. This was followed by the 
Selkirk Grace given by Lawrence 
Wedlock. 

The company were then treated to a 



traditional supper of haggis, neeps and 
tatties-followed by more modern ice 
cream and fruit. 

After supper there were readings from 
Lynn Clark, Angela Merrylees, Suzanne 
McClelland and Linda McConnell. 

The singers for the evening were Linda 
Forrest, David Pringle and Arlene 
Marshall and a duet from Karen 
Sutherland and Ian Wilson, as well as 
songs from Allanton and Cleland schools 
choirs. 

The toasts for the evening were in the 
hands of William Davidson, 'Tae the 
Lasses', and Ann Wilson to Allanton Jolly 
Beggars Burns Club. Ann gave a potted 

history of the club since its beginning 27 
years ago in the Damside Inn, Allanton, up 
to the present day. 

The reply from the lasses was given by 
Mrs. Stewart, and the reply from the club 
by Abe Train. 

Abe who is a founder member and past 
president of the club, is also a past presi
dent of the worldwide Burns Federation. 

Abe spoke about the school com
petitions and the aims of the Burns 
Federation, which are not only to promote 
Burns' work, but also all things Scottish, 
both in art and literature. 

The evening ended with a vote of thanks 
from Miss Suzanne Cullen. 

Lochgelly Children's Burns Supper, 1985 
By Charles Kennedy 

For the third consecutive year the Lads and 
Lassies of Lochgelly and District 
entertained their young friends, parents 
and visitors to a traditional Burns Supper 
in the Lochgelly Centre. 

The evening's programme was set 
a-going by the rousing skirl of the pipes 
played by young Stephen Page (Ballingry 
Junior High School Pipers). He led in the 
'Chieftain O' the Puddin' Race', carried 
aloft by Poosie Nancy (Caroline Wilson 11 
yrs) to Ryan Marshalsey (11 yrs) who gave 
his rendering of 'Tae a Haggis' such 
positiveness, audibility and articulation 
that it was hard to believe it was his first 
'address' to a large group of people. 

The company was honoured by having 
John Inglis, President of the Burns 
Federation and his wife Margaret from 
Irvine and the third time visit of Abe 
Train, Past President of the Burns 
Federation and his wife Elizabeth from 
Newmains. 

After a short introduction Mrs Train 
gave the 'Selkirk Grace' and then the 
traditional fare of tatties, neeps and haggis 

were served by the Lochgelly Centre 
catering staff. After a formal welcome to 
the guests of honour, the evening's pro
gramme went into full swing; what may be 
described as a revelation, (at least to the 
adults present), of the works of our 
National Bard Robert Burns. The minutes 
soon 'winged their way' as the following 
girls and boys recited and sang their 
contributions to the evening's programme: 

Grant Lawrie (11 yrs) gave a lively and 
entertaining interpretation of the poem 
'The Henpecked Husband or The Tyrant 
Wife', followed by the humorous 'Willie 
Wastle', effortlessly done by Gillian Moran 
(11 yrs), and the sympathetic 'On Seeing A 
Wounded Hare Limp by Me' was given full 
understanding by Linda Fraser (11 yrs). 
'Poor Maillie's Elegy' was rendered by 
Allison McCallum who told her audience 
how Robert Burns felt for his pet ewe. 
'Ca' The Yowes', sweetly sung by Mary 
McPherson, was much appreciated and 
enjoyed. 

The Principal Toast at any Burns Supper 
is the 'Immortal Memory' and Mary 
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McCallum certainly gave a very informa
tive talk and held her audience young and 
old alike in earnest attention and delighted 
by her knowledge of the life and works of 
Robert Burns. This was followed by a 
beautiful rendering of 'My Heart's In The 
Highlands' , sung by the petite Isla Blarney 
{7 yrs). A well studied and effective 
interpretation of the scathing ' Address To 
The Unco Guid' was given by Martin 
Saddler (12 yrs). The duet 'O Whistle and 
I'll Come Tae Ye My lad' was jovially sung 
by Caroline Wilson and Heather Swan 
(both 11 yrs). Caroline kept the stage and 
recited the ever popular 'To a Mouse'. 

At this point John Inglis gave a short talk 
and said how much he and his wife and 
enjoyed the programe so far. He added , 
'When I was a boy my idea of Lochgelly 
was a length of leather the tawse!' Clearly 
he was much impressed by the participa
tion of the girls and boys who had taken 
part in the evening's programme. He gave 
a brief talk on the work of the Burns 
Federation and its Centenary. He said how 
pleased he was that so many young people 
were carrying on reciting and singing the 
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poems of our National Bard. 
The programme continued with an un· 

accompanied rendering of 'Dainty Davie' 
by young Colin Blarney (9 yrs), followed 
by the narrative tale 'Tam O ' Shanter'. The 
worthy elucidation of this poem by Neil 
McGurk was warmly appreciated by every· 
one present. Next came the lovely song 
'Afton Water ', a firm favourite with Scots 
the world over. There was no doubt in the 
minds of all present that Lynne Davidson 
(11 yrs) gave the words of the song the full 
measure of feeling sensed by Robert Burns 
as he wrote the lyrics two centuries ago. 
Rightly Fiona Delaney (11 yrs) deserved a 
hearty applause given by everyone for her 
spirited rendering of 'Holy Willie's 
Prayer' . 

Abe Train gave an appreciation to all the 
children , parents, teachers and accorn· 
panists , especially to Mrs Margaret 
Mitchell , for their participation. The 
evening was rounded off by the young 
children 's group singing 'The Deil 's Awa 
Wi ' The Excise Man ' and 'Scots Wha Hae', 
and brought to a close with a resounding 
'Auld Lang Syne' . 



.. 

SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS REPORT-1985 

The 1984/85 session has been an exceptionally trying and frustrating one for schools, but 
the Schools Competitions do not appear to have been adversely affected and enthusiasm 
remains at a high level. The downward trend of the school population continues and the 
total number of competitors has fallen slightly, but it is gratifying to be able to report that 
this year twenty-three more schools took part, making a grand total of 783 competing 
schools. 

The Burns Federation is extremely indebted to Directors of Education and their 
administrative Staff for their invaluable assistance in the distribution of schedules, test 
papers and merit certificates. Praise is also due to Head Teachers and their Staffs for the 
conscientious and enthusiastic manner in which they set about the task of ensuring that 
the children learn to appreciate their Scottish heritage. 

There is a continuing and friendly correspondence with school Staffs and many 
interesting letters are received which stress the value of the merit certificates as an 
incentive. One teacher from a Secondary Department wrote regarding the Scottish 
Literature written paper, 'I feel that the Burns Federation provides an excellent 
opportunity to encourage interest', and another teacher from Edinburgh who retires this 
year sent this parting message, 'This will be my final communication with you. May I wish 
you continued success in your efforts to further interest in and appreciation of the life and 
works of Robert Burns through the Federation'. 

Statistics 

Recitation 
Scottish Literature (Written) 
Singing 
Accompanying 
Scottish Music , 
Individual Project Wor~ 

94,519 
13,702 
22,344 

617 
3,111 
6,325 

No. of Schools: 
Total Competitors: 
No. of Certificates: 

783 
140,618 
13,221 

The Recitation and Singing sections of the Competitions still prove the most popular 
choice, but the number of pupils competing in the other sections remains very satisfactory 
except for Individual Project Work where the figures showed an appreciable drop. 

Art Competition 
There was a heartening response to the 1985 Art Cometition, 755 p~intings being 

received from Primary Schools as far apart as Dingwall and Stranraer. It is a matter for 
regret that Secondary schools were not represented, but this may be due in part at least to 
the difficulties at present hampering normal educational progress: , , . 

The choice of subject for Primary schools was 'My TownN1IIa.ge or 1'.'1Y Favourite 
Sport/Pastime', and quite a number of the colourful and arresting entries show~d a 
surprising maturity and not inconsiderable artistic promise. ~h.e sp?rts an~ pastimes 
depicted covered a wide range of pursuits including horse-riding.' 1ce-skatin¥, BMX 
c~cling, swimming, canoeing, gymnastics, athletics, b~llet-~ancing, sketching a.nd 
bird-watching. Pupils who took the theme 'My TownN11lage produced work. "'.h1ch 
showed an interesting variety of occupations and buildings of note, one or two striking a 
rather sombre note by submitting paintings of the local mausoleum. 
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Prize-Winners 
lst Colin Nish 
2nd Frances Murray 
3rd Colin McNally 
4th Wan Hung Chung 
5th Wendy Ann Louise Stephen 

Commended 
Donald Fyfe 
Robert Henderson 
Martin Lochery 
Eoghan Mackie 
Matthew Stridgen 

No. of Entries: 755 

Belmont P.S., Stranraer 
Haldane P.S., Balloch 
Ballantrae P.S., Ballantrae 
Dunard Street P.S., Glasgow 
Market hill P. S., Turri ff 

Wellbrae P.S., Forfar 
Milton ofBalgonie, P.S., Glenrothes 
Belmont P.S., Stranraer 
Kincardine O'Neil P.S. 
Markethill P.S., Turriff 

No. of Schools: 38 

One vital aim of the Federation is to make certain that our young people learn to 
appreciate the Scottish literature, music and songs which are part of their birthright and 
many Burns Clubs and Societies strive to achieve this in a variety of ways. Reports are 
regularly received of their activities in this field and are much appreciated by the 
Federation Executive. It is clear however that others carry out much valuable and 
interesting work which is publicised at local level only. A brief report of the steps taken 
by them to keep the Scots tongue alive would be most welcome. 

Mr David Skipper of the Scottish Society of Tallahassee, Florida wrote last year asking 
for practical suggestions on how best to set about organising a Burns Poetry Competition 
in the local schools, a project which he hoped to launch in January 1985. In a recent letter 
he acknowledged these and gave an interesting report on the progress made. Although a 
trifle disappointed with the response from the area schools the members of the 
Tallahassee Scottish Society were delighted at the high standard reached by the 
competitors, especially that of the winner, a seventeen year old student, and look forward 
with confidence to an increased entry in 1986. 

The following Burns Clubs and Associations are to be complimented on the valuable 
work being undertaken and the useful reports submitted: 

A' the Airts Burns Club, Stonehouse, Alamo Burns Club, Paisley, Alloway Burns Club, Ayr Burns Club, Allanton Jolly Beggars' Burns Club, Blane Valley Burns Club, 
Strathblane, Busbiehill Burns Club, Bowhill People's Burns Club and Lochgelly Centre, 
Edinburgh District Burns Club Association, Griffin Burns Club, Gartcosh, Gorebridge 
Burns Club, Howff Burns Club, Kilmarnock, Irvine Lasses' Burns Club, Larkhall Burns 
Club, Lanarkshire Asociation of Burns Clubs, Southern Counties Burns Association, Symington Burns Club. 

I should like to conclude by expressing sincere thanks to the President, Hon. Secretary, Asst. Hori. Secretary and members of the Schools Competitions Committee for their support and constructive suggestions. 
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The wee wee puddock. 
G. K. Murray 

A wee wee puddock sat on a stane and grat. Weel, he didna greet like you and me , it wis 
mair o a 'craik' 'craik ' .. . And whit wis he greetin for?-The wee wee puddock wis aa his 
lane! His Mammy and his Daddy had taen him for a dauner, but they tuik muckle great 
lowps hyne away up tae the sky and the wee wee puddock coud only 'hip ' 'hop' 'hip '. Ye'll 
mind he wis juist a wee puddock and his leggies were sma. It wisna lang afore the wee 
puddock had tint his Mammy and his Daddy sae he sat himself doun on a stane , opened 
his mou , closed his een and 'craiked' . 

Puir wee puddock , he wis gey sair-made and twa puddock tears cam intil his een. It wis 
hard on a wee puddoek that coudna lowp and him sae dowie. Afore long he heard a 
'plip-plop' and whan he opened his een, there , sittin on the verra same stane wis a big 
black rat, it wis eyin him up like he wis a denner-piece. The puir wee puddock shifted 
ower tae the edge o the stane as faur awa as he coud win. He gollopt and gulpit bit nae 
'craik' cam. Nou he coudna lowp and he coudna 'craik ' and forby he wis unco feart. 

A mirky shape flew out amang the trees and across the face o the mune . Wis it a witch 
maybe, takin the air? a bogle on the spree? Faith , even a wee puddock kent better nor 
that. It wis IT! the terror, the grue o a wee creepie beasties late at nicht ; and the holet 
flappit its wings quaet as quaet . Without thinkin the wee puddock tuik a bre;;,1ge o a 
lowp, syne twa, syne three and fower or mair and landit 'splosh ' in the middle o a pond at 
the verra feet o his aim Mammy and Daddy in a chorus o happy sang. Puddocks were 
croakin and 'craikin ' like daft , sae the wee puddock gapit his wee gab and 'craiked' fit tae 
burst he wis sae happy tae be hame aince mair. 

Grat wept Dowie weakly 
His lane himself Mirky dark 
Dauner stroll Spree out for fun 
Hyne far Grue shivers, fear 
Tint lost Breenge rush 
Sair-made tired , upset Gab mouth 

Contestants in the Burns Competition organised by Bowhill Peoples Burns Club in Macainsh 
Church Hall. 
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I was asked by the Head Teacher of Winton Primary School, Ardrossan, Ayrshire to 
present merit certificates to the prize-winners in the 1985 Schools Competitions on behalf 
of the Burns Federation in this Centenary Year. 

A delightful little concert was held in the school hall and it was a pleasure to see the 
obvious enthusiasm of both performers and audience. Needless to say the winners took 
great pride in displaying their certificates. 

JAMES GLASS 

Burns Federation certificate winners at Crookfur Primary School, Newton Mearns. 
Photo: Charles Gilbert 
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The Convener of West Lothian Council was present to see John Mackay presenting the Cup 
for Song to Douglas Walker. Carol Ann Hillhouse and Kirsty Anderson (2nd and 3rd in Verse) 
and other certificate winners look on, with members of Bathgate Jolly Beggars. 

Brediland kids pay tribute to the Bard 

The immortal words of Rabbie Burns hit 
home to youngsters at a Paisley Primary 
school. 

For during Brediland School's Primary 
Six Burns Supper, the Selkirk Grace 
reminded pupils of the world's starving 
millions . 

After the Burns Supper, the Primary Six 
C class compiled the following report of 
the proceedings: 

On the afternoon of Friday , 25th 
January , 1985, Primary six of Brediland 
School held their annual Burns Lunch. 

Our chairman was Steven Earlie, who 
gave a warm welcome to everyone. 

E 

T he boys who entered with the haggis 
were braw and Gordon Brown 's bagpipes 
were very much in tune. 

The chairman's add ress to the haggis was 
well and truly delivered. 

Some girls from Primary Six danced , 
'Eppie McNab', while the haggis was being 
'carved'. 

Before the meal Joanna Dickson said the 
'Selkirk Grace ' , with such feeling that it 
reminded us of starving people all over the 
world . 

The meal consisted of haggis , oatcakes 
and cheese and washed down with lashings 
of orange juice. 
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Confidence 
Victoria Hollywood spoke of the 

' Immortal Memory' of our most famous 
poet , Robert Burns . 

She talked in detail and with confidence. 
The toast to 'The Lasses' was given most 
humorously by Stewart Chalmers. The 
audience were most amused by his 
delivery. 

Debbie Kirk, who replied on behalf of 
the lassies , wished that Burns had written a 
poem about a 'Debbie' . 

'Tam O ' Shanter' was brilliantly recited 
by 6A and four boys in 6B took us on a 
journey with 'The Boys On The Train'. 

All of 6B said 'Wee Jock Tod' with wit 
and charm. By way of contrast , a group of 
girls from 6C gave a touching rendition of 
'To A Mouse'. 

Bretjiland Brass played a splendid recital 
of 'The Bluebells of Scotland' which was 
well received. 

Later on , a talented quintet of recorder 
players performed the gentle tune 'Ye 
Banks and Braes' . 

6C had a wonderful time singing 'The 
Deils Awa Wi The Exiseman'. During the 
last verse , the 'Deil' , better known as 
Nicola Williamson , and the exciseman 
(David Breckenridge) danced in , just for a 
laugh! 

Our soloist, Lynne Andrew, very 
sweetly sang 'Comin ' Thro ' The Rye'. 

The company joined forces to sing that 
lovely song 'Afton Water' and a rousing 
favourite 'Scots Wha Hae' . 

Thanks 
The vote of thanks was expertly deli

vered by Alison Curran . In the usual 
tradition the afternoon ended with 'Auld 
LangSyne' . 

Everyone enjoyed themselves 
immensely. 

After a repeat performance in front of 
their parents on the following Tuesday, 
every boy and girl received a souvenir 
notebook. 
From The Paisley Daily Express, 12th 
February 1985 

66 

Colin Nish, of Belmont Primary School, 
Stranraer, who took the top prize in the 
Burns Federation Art Competit ion, out of 755 
entries. 



An Appreciation of Robert Burns's Poetry 

I like Robert Burns's poetry because of the 
way he expresses his emotions. In a poem 
like 'To a Mouse' he said, 'Wee sleekit 
courin' beastie, Oh what a panic's in thy 
breastie'. That really shows me how he 
feels for the poor almost defenceless 
animal. 

I like Burns poetry because he mixes 
effective expressions, like happy, sad, 
funny and scary. In my opinion his best 
poem is 'Tam O' Shanter', which is very 
enoyable when you understand what the 
meanings of the words are. 'Tam O' 
Shanter' tells us of the superstitions which 
the people believed in those days eg. 'the 
hellish legion of witches that cannot cross 
running water', also about the fear of 
'ghaists and houlets'. 

The most gruesome part of 'Tam O' 
Shanter' is the verse that tells us about 
drunken Charlie, Mungo's mither and the 
murdered bairns. There are some sadder 
verses that tell us what the people had to 
go through in those days. 

'Care mad tae see a man sae happy', 
and 

'Oe'r a' the ills o life victorious'. 
He also writes about the life in the pubs. 

'Sittin boozin at the nappy' as Tam would 
say. Also, Robert Burns tells us what the 
scenery was like around that piece of 
country in Ayrshire. It also tells us what 
the weather was like in another verse: 

'The wind blew as it had blawn its last, 
The rattlin' showers rose on the blast, 
The speedy gleams the darkness swallow'd, 
Loud, deep and Jang the thunder bellow'd 
That night a child might understand, 
The deil had business on his hand.' 

All this helps us to imagine Tam's 
feelings as he rode through the night on his 
grey mare Meg. 

In my opinion 'Willie Wastle' is a very 
humorous poem and 'To a Mouse' is a 
warm poem. Robert Burns expressed his 
feelings for the mouse when he had just 
wrecked its 'Wee bit heap o leaves and 
stibble' and turned the mouse out into the 
'Cranreuch cauld'. Compared with this 
'Willie Wastle' sounds funny. As soon as 
you read the poem you feel that Robert 
Burns is letting us feel the part, 'I wadnae 
gie a button for her'. In the lines 'She's 
twisted right she's twisted left to balance 
fair in ilka quarter', Willie's wife looks 
funny to us today, because we rarely see a 
person of this description. I guess she was a 
person most people liked or at least this is 
what I think Robert Burns tries to put in 
his poem. 

The spirit of Robert Burns poetry is 
appreciated all over the world. His poetry 
has been recited and his songs have been 
sung in many countries like U.S.A., 
Canada, U.S.S.R. and even Japan. 

GARY McLELLAND 
12 yrs. 

Appreciation of Burns Poetry 
I appreciate the poem 'Willie Wastle' by 
Robert Burns the most because it is a 
comical poem. The lines that I like are 
'Her nose an' chin they threaten ither' and 
'She dicht's her grunzie wi' a hushion' first 
I thought 'She's bow-haugh'd she's hem
shin'd' but after I had a think about it it is 
rather sad because she must have been 

very badly shaped. Nowadays if her dis
ability was through lack of proper food or 
an accident she would be able to have 
treatment in a hospital or clinic. 

Another poem I like is 'On seeing a 
wounded hare limp by me'. It is a sad poem 
because Robert Burns is trying to get the 
animal to lie down in peace because the 
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poor unfortunate creature has been badly 
wounded (mangled wretch). 'On seeing a 
wounded hare limp by me' is the very 
opposite of 'Willie Wastle' because 'On 
seeing a wounded hare limp by me' is sad 
and 'Willie Wastle' is comical. 

'Tam O' Shanter' is a good poem too 
because it tells how people lived in the 18th 
century how Tam O' Shanter took to drink 
to forget his worries about not getting 
enough money for farming as they only got 
a little money every week for their hard 
work. The poem tells us that people in 
Ayrshire were never bored because they 
always had something to do eg. a barn 
dance, a walk in the countryside or 
hunting. The children were never bored 
either because there were plenty of story 
tellers. 

The song I like the most is 'The Deil's 
Awa Wi' the Exciseman'. It is about the 
devil coming through the toon trying to get 
the exciseman to stop putting tax on illegal 
beer. 

After I had read more of Robert Burns 
poetry I appreciated his love for the 
animals birds and flowers in the Scottish 
countryside and I too now feel the same. 
The more I read the more I understood the 
Scots words and expressions and so the less 
work I had to put into them. Now I know 
better how to say the poems and because I 
have read a few of Robert Burns poems I 
can now enjoy listening to other people 
reciting some of the longer poems written 
by Robert Bums. 

GILLIAN MORAN, 
Age 11. 

The Eyes of Robert Burns 
By David Grant Blyth 

Three stories are told about the eyes of 
Robert Burns. For two of them we are 
indebted to Sir Walter Scott's account of 
the single historic meeting that took place 
between him and Robert Burns at Scien
nes'." Hill House in Edinburgh in the winter 
of 1786-87. Although Sir Walter Scott was 
a boy of only 15 years at the time of this 
meeting, it had obviously made a very 
strong impression on him as may be judged 
from the detailed description he was able to 
send to his biographer, John Gibson 
Lockhart, some forty years later. In his 
letter to Lockhart Scott described the eyes 
of Robert Burns as the most remarkable he 
had ever seen; 'they literally glowed', he 

,said, when Burns spoke with feeling or 
interest. Sir Walter also recalled that Burns 
was much affected by a print that hung on 
the wall at Sciennes Hill House. It 
depicted a soldier lying dead on the snow, 
his.dog sitting in misery on one side and, on 
the other, his weeping widow with a child 
68 

in her arms. Scott narrates that Burns 
actually shed tears at the ideas suggested to 
his mind by this print. We thus learn two 
things about the eyes of Robert Burns from 
this account. First-they were large, dark 
and unusually expressive to the extent that 
they lit up and glowed when his vivid, 
poetic imagination was aroused; and, 
second-they quickly filled to overflowing 
tears of sympathy whenever he con
templated a scene of human distress. 

The third story about the eyes of Robert 
Burns concerns an incident that took place 
almost 100 years after his death in 1796. 
His great-grand-daughter, Violet Burns 
Hutchinson, who was living in Chicago in 
1893, was said-by some trick of 
heredity-to have been born with 'the eyes 
of Robert Burns'. Because of this she was 
invited by the organisers of the great World 
Fair which took place in Chicago in that 
year to appear in a sideshow where, for 
payment of a fee, visitors would, it was to 
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be said, be able to look into 'the eyes of 
Robert Burns'. This outrageous and 
tasteless proposition was summarily 
refused by the great-grand-daughter of 
Robert Burns. 

The following sonnet has been written by 
the undersigned to bring together and 
commemorate-lest they should be in 
danger of being forgotten-these three 
stories about the eyes of Robert Burns. It is 
also offered as a belated tribute to the 
memory of Violet Burns Hutchinson. 

The Eyes of Robert Burns 
'She has the eyes of Burns', they said; those 

great 
Dark orbs of his-not giv'n to Kings or 

Queens-
Which teardrops, born of pity, filled at 

Sciennes,* 
Where youthful Walter Scott did once 

narrate 
A tale of human woe; or flashing scorn, 

When titled Meanness woke their fires; 
those eyes, 

Which, glowing, never failed to recognise 
The stamp of sterling Worth, though lowly 

born. 

When Mammon offered her a fairground 
gain 
To sell those matchless glances for a fee, 

The fact that haughtily she spurned that plea, 
And instantly the offer did disdain, 

Tells us whose blood was coursing though 
her veins, 
Whose spirit ever in her bosom reigns. 

*Pronounced 'Sheenes'. 

MISS EMILY 
(A Scottish tribute to the author of Wuthering 

Heights) 
Miss Emily saw sic smaa things, 
She saw them wunner-hued, 

The lintie i' her rocky dell, 
A sunset-leaf bedewed; 

Aa littlin joys a Springtime brings 
I' wake o wildflouer-signs; 

A moch, wi aa its flutterings, 
On heath or columbines. 

She sa, wi ee-wise min' an hert, 
At hame, on heath, by brook, 

Whit gaes on splittin' warlds apert 
Dow gae intae a beuk. 

Miss Emily saw sic muckle things, 
Her heathland heaving West, 

An earn, high ap on soaring wings, 
Abune a broken nest. 

She saw the need o sairie earth, 
Need waur wi wuthering, 

As semply that o sistering 
As well as brothering. 

Miss Emily saw sic muckle things, 
Creation's cosmic plan, 

An' doun the throu-gang o aa Time
The liberty o man! 

JOHNSTONE G. PATRICK 

wunner-hued, wonder-
hued sairie, sorry 
moch, moth 
ee-wise, eye-wise 
earn, eagle 
ap, up 

waur, worse 
semply, simply 
muck/e, great 
throu-gang, lobby, 
passage-way 

Scottish International Gathering Trust Ltd 
and The Burns Federation Centenary Dinner 

A major highlight of the Burns season in 
Scotland this year was the Burns 
Federation Centenary Dinner shared with 
the Scottish International Gathering Trust. 
~t was held on Saturday 2nd February 1985 
m one of the country's most distinguished 
places of assembly-the Banqueting Hall 

of Glasgow City Chambers. Its magnificent 
ceiling, grand scale and huge murals never 
fail to impress. 

This highly successful event was an 
enormous credit to Archie McArthur and 
his committee of distinguished Burnsians. 
The dinner that they arranged was of the 
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same high standard as the location 
selected, and the evening was expertly 
chaired by President John Inglis. 

Our top table was indeed a long board, 
with fourteen speakers, partners and other 
distinguished guests-the Lord Provost of 
Dundee and the Consuls General of 
Australia, Canada and U.S.A. Our haggis 
was addressed by Past-President George 
Anderson, and the piper was Hamish 
T\ fcLachlan. 

Dr. David Purdie, expatriate Scot from 
Leeds, set the pattern with a gifted 
'Immortal Memory', much appreciated by 
an audience of knowledgeable enthusiasts. 
The Toast to the Lasses was in the capable 
hands of John Elliott, while the reply was 
one of the most memorable contributions 
to the evening. Its perpetrator was Miss 
Anne Milligan, a Kirk Deaconess, who 
certainly dispelled the fallacy that such 
dedicated folks were in any way dull or 
driech! 

Our great Federation was suitably and 
appropriately toasted by Bill Graham, 
scholar and writer, who exhorted us to 
keep the Scots tongue alive and give it its 
true status. The reply was from the chair. 

Unfortunately Professor Toshio Namba 
was unfit to travel to Scotland, and his 
toast to 'The Brotherhood of Man' was 
read by Federation Secretary, Bill 

Photographs opposite: 

Above left 

Or David Purdie, principal speaker at the Dinner. 

llbove right 

Anderson. Our great host city of Glasgow 
was toasted in suitably complimentary 
terms by a highly polished man of the 
media-John Toye of STY. An apprecia
tive response, and welcome to the 
company, came from Lord Provost Gray. 
The evening's final toast was entrusted to 
Wilson Ogilvie, Federation Senior Vice
President. Appropriately it was to 'The 
Clans', allowing the speaker to link the 
Burnsians, the Clansmen and those who 
could claim to be both. Needless to say, 
tartan was very much in evidence. 
Responding, and resplendant in his dress 
uniform, was Brigadier Balharrie, MC, 
MBE. Artistes for the evening were Ms 
Sheila Carswell, Mr James Nicol and 
Company, while the comprehensive vote 
of thanks was given by Tom Myles. 
thanks was given by Tom Myles. 

Two minor disappointments to me were 
the fact that the size of the hall made 
amplification necessary, and at times 
speakers were not heard throughout the 
entire area, while there was a real lack of 
visiting clansmen. I wonder if February is 
too early in the Clan Gathering year to 
attract a large number from overseas. That 
said, however, it was a truly magnificent 
evening, and a credit to those entrusted 
with its organisation. 

DWO. 

13rigadier Balharrie replying to the toast to the International Gathering Trust. 

Lower left 

John Toye of STV, who proposed the toast to the City of Glasgow. 

Lower right 

Hamish Mclauchlan piping in the well known Scots poet and linguist, William Graham. 
Photographs by Graeme Anderson 
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The artistes who provided the entertainment, including Sheila Carswell, James Nicol and Ron 
Peterson. 

Anne Mulligan, D.C.S., star of the evening, with her reply on behalf of the Lasses. 
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Scotland-USSR Society Secretary George McAlistair, the Soviet writer Ovidy Gorbachev, and 
Past President George Anderson drinking a toast to Friendship. 

THE CONCISE SCOTS DICTIONARY 

This is by way of an advance notice for this 
latest addition to Scottish lexicography; 
review copies were not available at the 
time the Chronicle went to press, but I 
hope to devote more space to a detailed 
survey of it next year, as befits a project of 
such major importance. It is anticipated, 
however, that the Concise Scots Dictionary 
will be published at the end of August 
1985, so it should be available by the time 
of our Centenary Conference. 

Fundamentally this new dictionary is a 
distillation of the essences contained in two 
previous works, the monumental Scottish 
National Dictionary and the Dictionary of 
the Older Scottish Tongue. The Editors 

promise us that it will be simpler to use 
than either of its parents , but doubtless a 
dip into the new volume will merely whet 
the appetite to turn to these larger works. 

The new dictionary contains not only the 
meanings of words but also the variants in 
spelling-a most useful feature, as I have 
had good reason to learn while editing our 
own new edition of the Complete Works of 
Burns. Both English and Lallans were in a 
state of flux in the late eighteenth century , 
and the capricious orthography of English 
as we know it today is due in no small 
measure to the idiosyncratic approach to 
the matter by Dr Samuel Johnson, who 
standardised the spelling given in his great 
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English dictionary. The Editors of the 
Concise Scottish Dictionary appreciate that 
language is a living organism, which is 
subject to mutation and transformation as 
well as constant growth and development. 

Other estimable features promised in 
this dictionary include a guide to pronun
ciation, grammatical data, chronulogical 
information, geographical distribution, 
idioms and phrases illustrating usage, the 
derivation of words, specialist vocabulary 
and the jargon associated with trades and 
professions, plus a wealth of detail con
cerning Scottish life past and present. 

The publicity leaflet for the dictionary 
poses the question 'What is Scots?' and 

answers by saying that it is the language of 
Lowland Scotland, from Shetland to the 
South-West and the Borders. Having spent 
a week in Shetland immediately prior to 
writing this note, I wish that I had had a 
copy handy as I found the local patois 
well-nigh incomprehensible! I should add, 
however, that there is a separate Shet
Iandic dictionary containing more than 
3,000 words peculiar to the Northern Isles. 

This long-awaited and much-needed 
work is being published by the Aberdeen 
University Press at £17.50, but I under
stand that a special pre-publication price of 
£15 applies to orders received before 31st 
August. 

J.A.M. 

TWO BENEFACTORS 
For much of its hundred years, the Burns 
Federation has been a body of almost 
Apostolic poverty, but our finances have 
been put on a rather sounder footing
thanks to two recent benefactions. 

Gordon Mackley, portrayed in our 
Personality Parade in the 1983 Chronicle, 
is a splendid example of those ladies and 
gentlemen who make up our Associate 
Members. Often they are far from any 
established Burns club or Scottish society 
affiliated to the Federation, while others 
perceive the merit in putting their en
thusiasm for Burns where it really counts 
and join the Federation as individuals. 
Gordon falls into the latter category, for 
his services to the Burns movement in 
Australia are already well known, helping 
to found the Scottish Society and Burns 
Club of Australia and serving as Hon. 
Secretary from its inception. In his capacity 
as an Associate Member, however, he 
attended the Conference at Irvine in 1981 
and on that occasion presented a number 
of books of Burns interest to the 
Federation. This was as nothing, however, 
to his gift of £5,000 to the Federation as a 
hundredth birthday present. I cannot help 
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musing over the fact that so many of the 
achievements for which we claim some 
credit have been due to the selflessness and 
generosity of individuals associated with 
the Bums movement. One immediately 
recaiis John Gribbel who gifted the 
Glenriddel Manuscripts to the nation, 
Charles Cowie, whose munificence 
ensured the preservation of Burns House 
and Nanse Tinnock's in Mauchline, and 
the anonymous donor in 1967 whose 
generosity at that time has enabled us to 
weather many a financial storm ever since. 
Gordon Mackley now takes a well
deserved place in their ranks. 

Elsewhere in this Chronicle is an account 
of the £1,500 donated by Esso Petroleum 
to sponsor the Children's Competitions. 
Already Esso have promised that this sum 
will be repeated next year. Sponsorship has 
become fashionable in recent years and 
although it has tended to be associated with 
tobacco companies striving to improve 
their image by supporting events of a 
sporting nature it also extends into every 
branch of the arts. We are fortunate in 
having as sponsor of the Chronicle, at the 
rate of £1,000 per annum for the next three 
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years, Robert Dinwiddie and Company of 
Dumfries. In 1887 Robert Dinwiddie went 
to work for the Dumfries firm of printers 
and stationers, J. Maxwell & Son and thirty 
years later bought out the Misses Maxwell, 
although the name of the company was not 
changed until 1920. Maxwell's, founded in 
1846, began printing the Chronicle in 1909 
and their imprint continued to appear until 
1921 when the Dinwiddie imprint was 
substituted. This appeared on the 
Chronicle till 1926 when James Ewing 
became Editor and transferred the work to 
Hodge of Glasgow for greater convenience. 
In more recent years, however, Dinwiddie's 

have been largely responsible for the full
colour exterior of the Chronicle whose 
back cover has borne the firm's eye
catching advertisements. 

Robert Dinwiddie was succeeded by his 
nephew Noel, now in his 83rd year but an 
active Burnsian and regular attender at the 
annual conferences. If anyone may have 

been said to be born with the spirit of 
Burns coursing through his veins it is Noel. 
He was born in December 1902 at Ruthwell 
Manse where his father was following in 
the footsteps of the Rev. Henry Duncan, 
best remembered nowadays as the father of 
the Savings Bank movement, but also 
joint-secretary of the Mausoleum fund and 
an ardent promoter of this project from its 
inception in 1813. Noel was educated at 
Dumfries Academy and Edinburgh 
University, where he graduated M.A. and 
B.Com in 1926. After management 
training in Manchester and a spell in South 
Africa he returned to take over the family 
business. Although he gradually expanded 
it, securing such diverse printing contracts 
as the Royal Horticultural Society, Wisley, 
the Pobjoy Mint and the Royal Yacht 
Britannia, the firm built up a world-wide 
reputation for books, stationery and 
ephemera of all kinds associated with 
Burns. To this day Burns Nicht, from 
Banff (Alberta) to Suva (Fiji) would not be 
quite the same without an ample supply of 
menus, place-cards and paper napkins with 
the Dinwiddie imprint. 

An authority on the Bard and a Past
President of Dumfries Burns Club, Noel 
continues to correspond with Burnsians all 
over the world and his shop opposite the 
head post office in Dumfries may be 
regarded as an unofficial part of the 
Heritage Trail. Many overseas tourists 
conclude a visit to Burns House and the 
Mausoleum with a browse among the 
antiquarian books, including many rare 
works of Burnsiana, that adorn the 
Dinwiddie shelves. On a more personal 
note, I might add that it is entirely due to 
Noel Dinwiddie, my neighbour in Newall 
Terrace, that I was selected-I would never 
dream of saying 'brow-beaten' or 
'cajoled'-as successor to Arthur Daw in 
the editorial chair. 'Burns has given me a 
lot in life,' he says, 'and I feel it is time for 
me to repay something of that debt.' There 
can certainly be no better way than en
suring the continuance of the Chronicle. 

J.A.M. 
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MAN TO MAN THE WORLD O'ER 

By Enez Logan 

In October 1984, Kilmarnock had three 
visitors,-Mr Clement Felix, Headmaster 
of Madras Christian College Higher 
Secondary School, in the Church of South 
India, Rev Emmanual Afari, Assistant 
Director of Education of the Presbyterian 
Church of Ghana, and the Rev Godfrey 
Sikazwe, Moderator of the Synod of the 
United Church of Zambia. 

I was asked by the Rev Colin Brockie of 
Grange Church, Kilmarnock to act as a 
guide, and show these gentlemen round 
the 'Burns Country' which they had ex
pressed a great desire to visit. 

On Saturday 6th October six of us, 
including Mr Mainds, a 'weel-kent' elder of 
Grange Church, left Kilmarnock and made 
our way to Mauchline. 

'The rising sun owre Galston muirs 
Wi' glorious light was glintin.' 

A walk round the kirkyard was enjoyed 
by everyone and the graves of the many 
contemporaries of Burns were seen and 
discussed. As the next day was Harvest 
Thanksgiving, the church was open and we 
were able to go inside and see the 
Covenanters' Flag. 

Next on our itinerary was Failford, but 
due to the lack of parking facilities and the 
busy traffic we could not stop, we looked 
over at where Burns took his last Farewell. 

'O' my sweet Highland Mary.' 
Driving on through 'Auld Ayr wham 
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ne'er a town surpasses', we came to 
Alloway and spent an interesting hour at 
the cottage and museum. Our visitors were 
very good listeners and asked many ques
tions about the way of life in eighteenth 
century Ayrshire. They had already 
learned a lot about Robert Burns in their 
own countries and were very impressed 
with the contents of the museum, es
pecially the 'big ha' Bible' and the 
'Kilmarnock Edition'. 

A visit to the 'Auld Kirk' was a must as 
was the 'Auld Brig'; 'Tam O' Shanter' is 
known the world o'er. After a walk round 
the monument and gardens and a look at 
the life-size statues of Tam and the Sou tar, 
we: 

'For Colean the route is ta'en, amang the 
bony, winding banks, where Doon rins, 
wimplin, clear, 
Where Bruce ance rul'd the martial ranks 
An' shook his Carrick spear.' 

Driving to Culzean Castle on a beautiful 
Autumn day, seeing pheasants at the road 
side and some of the most pleasant scenery 
in Ayrshire, will certainly be remembered. 
We had a guided tour round Culzean and 
stopped at Bellisle for tea, during which 
aspects of Burns life and his many poems 
and songs were discussed by the most 
international of companies-two Scots, 
one English, one Indian, and two 
Africans,-'man to man the world o'er.' 



Enez Logan and distinguished overseas visitors outside Burns's birthplace. 

Clement Felix (India). Emmanuel Atari (Ghana) and Godfrey Sikazwe (Zambia) admiring the 
poet's chair in the Alloway Cottage Museum. 
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Burns Federation Centenary celebrated at Annan 

One Friday evening, The Southern 
Scottish Counties Federation held a 
Centenary Dinner in The Bruce, Annan. 
Thirteen Clubs from all over the area were 
represented in the crowd of nearly 200 
diners. 

The company was welcomed by the 
chairman, Mr D. C. Smith and the Haggis, 
borne aloft by Mrs V. Kerr, was piped in 
by Mr Leslie Watson. The Address was 
spoken in stirring fashion by Mr J. 
Jackson. 

After an excellent meal, Mr Smith intro
duced the first speaker Mr John V. M. 
Jameson, Regional Council Convener, 
who proposed the Toast to the Federation. 

Mr Jameson said he was always amazed 
at the depth of knowledge of Burns en
thusiasts and the clarity of their under
standing of the poet. In days gone by, 
opinions of Burns tended either to be blind 
worship or total ignorance of his culture. 
Now there was a much clearer view of a 
man capable of thoughts and emotions of 
the highest order and capable of communi
cating them to all kinds of different people. 
He was far from perfect and it was this 
evidence of human frailty which endeared 
him to so many. 

Two forebears of Mr Jameson had 
known the poet well-John Maxwell of 
Munches and David McCulloch of 
Ardwell, who had a fine singing voice 
which Burns used to try out some of his 
songs. 

He spoke of the Federation which did 
such excellent work in furthering interest 
in Burns and ensuring that new generations 
learned the beauty of his works. 

The sponsoring of a film on Burns life, 
which he understood was under considera
tion by the Federation was an excellent 
idea and Mr Jameson suggested that the 
ideal director would be Bill Forsyth. 

He congratulated the Federation on 
bringing people of many nations and 
beliefs together and said this was a great 
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thing in a world where arbitrary and false 
divisions were erected between groups, 
particularly in party politics and industrial 
relations. 

Finally, Mr Jameson expressed his ad
miration and gratitude to the Federation 
and wished it all the best in the next 
hundred years. 

Mr J. Inglis, President of the Federation 
replied to the Toast. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by well-known Burnsian Mr D. W. 
Ogilvie, senior vice-president of the 
Federation. He went back in time two 
hundred years and painted elequent pic
tures of Robert Burns as he was in 1785. he 
was 26 but, tragically only had another 11 
years to live. He was not a very fit man, 
overwork and poor conditions were taking 
their toll. His heart was affected by the 
long hours of toil in the fields when he was 
a young lad and the records showed he 
suffered from pleurisy. 

His father had died the previous year 
and out of his estate, Robert and his 
brother Gilbert got enough to rent 
Mossgeil for £90 a year. The farm was a 
poor one and by the Spring of the year 
Burns was struggling, though his farming 
notebook probably contained more poems 
than farm matters. 

In May, 1785, a child was born to 
Elizabeth Paton, whom Burns had known 
when she was a servant at Lochlea and 
Burns took the child in and it was brought 
up at Mossgeil. Burns wrote a lovely poem 
of 'Welcome to a Bastard Bairn'. 

That was the year in which he met Jean 
Armour who was the answer to the poet's 
wish to 'find a lass as faithful to him as his 
dog'. 

Burns wrote a number of his best known 
works in 1785 including the autobio
graphical 'Rantin' Rovin' Robin', the 'Jolly 
Beggars', a much underrated work; it was 
that Autumn he wrote 'To a Mouse' and 
also the great satire 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. 



Top Table guests at the Southern Counties Centenary Dinner: (seated) Mr E. C. Anderson, 
Mrs Hilda Faulder, John Inglis, John Jamieson, D. Wilson Ogilvie and David Smith (President 
SSCBA). 

The Toast to the Lasses was proposed by 
Mr Eddy Armstrong and Mrs H. Faulder 
replied. 

Mr D.R. Urquhart gave the Toast to the 
guests and artistes and the Reply was made 
by Mr Jim Jackson. 

The artistes who provided excellent en-

tertainment were Mrs Black and Mr I. 
Rodger, soloists; Messrs E. Armstrong , A . 
Pool and I. Rodger-trio ; Miss Grace 
Brown Mr A Pool and Mr D. R. H. 
Crichton-recitations; Mr L. Watson, 
piper. The accompanist was Mrs Molly 
Murray. 

A LIFE WITH ROBERT BURNS (1959-1986) 

From One-man Show to West-end Musical? 

For more than half of his career as a 
professional actor and writer , John 
Cairney's name has been linked with that 
of Scotland's national poet , Robert Burns. 
This was, in some part , due in the 
beginning, to a more than passing resem
blance the actor had to the famous Scot, 
but after many years of playing the part , 
and of continuing study and research , 
Cai rney is now recognised as something of 
an authority on Burnsian matters , at least 
as fa r as any theatrical manifestation is 
concerned . 

It is this extensive background know
ledge which is now utilised to create the 

first ever musical play on the life of Robert 
Burns, at present under the working titles , 
'RAB'--0r 'THE SAFFRON PLAID'. It 
may even end up being called 'BURNS', as 
he is arguably the most famous Scot. It is a 
name globally known and virtually synony
mous with the romantic love song. A name 
that has become legend, as his works have 
been translated into every known language 
and who hasn' t , at one time , sung 'Auld 
Lang Syne'? 

But few other than Burnsians know the 
real story of the man , and his vulnerable 
genius that made him the Robert Burns 
they love and admire today . And it is this 
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that is the framework of this new musical 
play. 

As an artist, Robert Burns represents 
the watershed between the ancient Scots 
tradition in verse and song and the new 
English Classical style emerging at the end 
of the eighteenth century. This was also a 
time of some political ferment, and Burns, 
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the man , was often in trouble on account of 
his Republican leanings. But people often 
forget that this concerned humanitarian 
was always a young man , and the musical 
play concerns itself with his younger li fe 
and loves. For he was a man who loved 
warmly and easily, and sang his own songs, 
as it were. It might indeed be considered 



that as great as this genius was, his appeal 
as a living man was also something to be 
acknowledged. He not only charmed his 
women, but was charmed by them, and the 
result was a constant flow of beautiful 
song, and it is this forms the framework of 
the musical. 

It is quite astonishing that up till now, his 
work has never been given a full musical 
treatment in the theatre, especially when 
his life lends itself so naturally to it. Fate 
has written this script, and we have only 
slightly adapted it. A man so full of natural 
music, ready wit and admirable masculine 
virility, must surely be a suitable case for 
dramatic treatment, for he is especially in 
his brief lifetime, an inevitable hero. The 
production is an attempt to bring Burns out 
of his conventional January snows and into 
the heat of the mid-summer sun, for that's 
where he belongs. In the light, and among 
the young. The cast will be essentially 
young, made up largely of Mauchline 
Belles and Tarbolton Bachelors, and par
ticularly featuring the loyal and lovely Jean 
Armour, the mysterious Mary Campbell 
and the sad and unfulfilled Nancy 
MacLehose. · 

Both old and young will understand his 
passion and be grateful for its expression, 
for this is what gives the script a pathos and 
a humour that is very Scottish, but at the 
same time, universal. If all the world loves 
a lover, no one loved as much as Robert 
Burns. This young Ayrshire lad became in 
his lifetime a nationally known Scot, and 
since his death, an internationally recog
nised name. But we must never forget that 
he was a poet and a writer of songs, and it 
is this that makes him immortal. 

Prologue for Mr George Sutherland 
spoken at the Theatre, Dumfries, on New 
Years Day. 
'What needs this din about the town o 
Lon'on, 
How this new play an that new sang is 
comin? 
Why is outlandish stuff sae meikle 
courted? 
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Does nonsense mend, like whisky, when 
imported? 
Is there nae poet, burning keen for fame, 
Will try to gie us sangs and plays at hame?' 

The production is intended principally to 
celebrate the bi-centenary of the 
Kilmarnock Edition, published on 31st 
July, 1786. The Kilmarnock venture of 
1986 will take the form of a live musical 
play, which will be presented at the Palace 
Theatre during the 1986 Burns 
Conference, after having played in 
Scotland during the Commonwealth 
Games. The idea is to highlight the Burns 
name during this summertime, and to 
project to home Scots and visiting 
audiences a celebration of the young poet 
at the height of his manhood, and the 
pinriacle of his days. From Kilmarnock, as 
the original book did, it is intended that the 
show be seen in London and thereafter 
tour the world. 

For Robert Burns is not just the preserve 
of the Scots. He belongs to the world, 
because he gave it not only the legacy of his 
compassion and understanding and the 
treasury of his poesy and song, but also his 
essential hope ... 

'that man to man the world o'er, 
Shall brothers be-for a' that.' 

As a professional man of theatre, John 
Cairney is interested in making his Burns 
tribute in theatrical form, and this script is 
the result of his twenty seven year lifetime 
with the Bard. It is not a historical treatise, 
nor is it a documentary tract. It is a play to 
be enjoyed in the theatre and a musical 
celebration of the fact that there was a man 
called Robert Burns. 

'No song nor dance I bring from yon great 
city, 
That queens it o'er our taste-the more's the 
pity: 
Tho', by the bye, abroad why will ye roam? 
Good sense and taste are natives here at 
home:' 

Prologue for Mr Sutherland's Benefit 
Night. 
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Open Letter from the Fourth International Conference on Scottish Language and 
Literature-Medieval and Renaissance 

Tuesday, 31st July, 1984 

The expansion of Standard English in Scotland has continued for several hundred 
years, at the expense both of Gaelic and of the indigenous dialects of English collectively 
known as Scots; and in a modern industrial society it is not surprising that the emphasis in 
schools and other institutions of learning should be upon teaching of an in this 
generally-accepted Standard. The effect of this, however, is to cut young Scots off from 
their linguistic and literary heritage. This is a matter which should be of concern to all 
those interested in Scottish culture and education. 

From 26th to 31st July, the Fourth International Conference on Scottish Language and 
Literature-Medieval and Renaissance, met at the Germersheim Campus of the 
University of Mainz (Germany) at the invitation of its Scottish Studies Centre. An 
important part of the conference was a round-table discussion on the topic 'Scots: Its 
Development and Present Conditions-Potential Modes of Its Future.' 

One feature of this discussion was the dismay expressed by Scots and non-Scots alike at 
the lack of any clear policy in our institutions of education for all the varieties of language 
of Lowland Scotland and in particular for its native vernaculars. Gaelic, although the 
provisions for it in education and the media are arguably far from adequate, at least 
receives some formal recognition denied to the Lowland dialects. 

The undersigned members of the Germersheim conference believe that young Scots 
deserve to have far more opportunity than they are now given to learn about the history 
and present situation of the native languages of Scotland and to acquire some 
understanding of their own patterns of speech and tolerance for those of other members 
of the Scottish community. We believe that the Scottish Education Department and other 
educational bodies should now take positive action to this end, and also that the press and 
the broadcasting media should now seriously consider whether their treatment and 
exposure of native varieties of Scots is fair and adequate; we ourselves believe it falls far 
short of this. It is particularly important that the potential of Scots as a means of 
communication in Scotland beyond the conveying of the humorous, the sentimental, the 
nostalgic and the trivial should be actively developed. This potential is amply illustrated 
by 600 years of distinguished literature in Scots, access to which is the right of every Scot. 

BURNS CLUB CREST 
Ron Nolan, heraldic artist and member of Calgary Burns Club, has recently diversified 
from his usual work as a painter and photographer and designed a quasi-heraldic plaque 
for his fellow club members. The plaque is mounted on a wooden shield-shaped base and 
against a background of the Burns check is a heraldic sword-belt bearing the name of the 
Calgary Burns Cl~b and enclosing a reproduction of the silhouette of Burns, executed in 
1787 by Robert Miers used as a logo of the Calgary Club. Space is provided at the top for 
the engraving of individual members' names. 

The photograph shows Andy Hay (right), Secretary of the Club, presenting the first of 
t?e~e plaques to Dr. Grant McEwan. Mr. Nolan is now branching out and designing 
similar crests for other Burns clubs and Scottish societies. 
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Greyfriar's Bobby 
Come awa' in Bobby, 
The castle gun booms one, 
Come awa ' for yer dinner , 
Yer maister's work is done, 
We ken ye'll never leave him 
Either nicht or day' 
Tho' he lies asleeping 
Neath the cauld cauld clay. 
Ye're the pride o' Auld Reekie 
Frae the highest tae the low, 
An ' ye wear a braw collar 
Tae a' the world ye can show , 
An when yer lonely vigil o'er 
Yer story we will tell 
An, ye can gang tae sleep, Bobby 
Wi ' him ye loved sae well. 

SALLY KNIGHT 

Burns in St. Giles 
I'll jink ye yet auld Nickie Ben, 

win free fae aa your wiles, 
The Kirk has gien me for my ain, 

a winnock in St. Giles. 

The coofs wha mang the dross aye strive 
tae raise the cheapened smiles 

maun gang anither gait noo I've 
that winnock in St. Giles. 

The fleshly thorn I free admit, 
yet in life's balance, whiles 

a thocht, a deed has judged me fit 
for winnock in St. Giles. 

The Federation I maun thank 
wha fand in stourie files 

some sense and worth tae let me rank 
thon winnock in St. Giles . 

Thou God wha sees in ilka heart 
the pangs that stoun fae guiles, 

a bard is honoured by Thy part 
-My winnock in St. Giles. 

James S. Adam 
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SPONSORSHIP OF 1985 SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS 
Representatives of the Esso Petroleum Company and the Burns Federation met on 4th 
October , 1984 for a special luncheon in the Station Hotel , Ayr. The Esso Petroleum 
Company had generously offered to provide sponsorship for the 1985 Schools 
Competitions , and the meeting had been arranged to mark the official handing-over of a 
cheque for the sum of £1 ,500 to be placed in the Scottish Literature fund. 

In making the presentation Mr Tom McKeith, Regional Manager of Esso Petroleum, 
spoke of the excellent results achieved by the Schools Competitions and said that the 
donation was part of a continuing youth sponsorship programme. In addition to a 
successful 'Youth Sport' scheme Esso had a well-established 'School Speech-Making' 
competition, and Glasgow schools were at present taking part in a competition to produce 
their own radio programme on the theme 'Oil on the Clyde' . 

Mr James Glass , Convener of Schools Competitions, in accepting the cheque on behalf 
of the Burns Federation, thanked Mr McKeith and the Esso Petroleum Company for 
their magnificent gift which had come at a most opportune time. The ever-upward 
spiralling costs of running the Federation Schools Competitions and the severe financial 
constraints placed on the Federation in administering its funds placed a very heavy 
burden on the Hon. Treasurer and the Finance Committee. The sponsorship given by 
Esso would be of great assistance to the Federation in fulfilling one of its chief aims, the 
awakening and sustaining of the interest of our young people in their Scottish heritage. 

Mr T. McKeith of Esso Petroleum handing over the cheque to James Glass, as J. Hollerin 
(Sales Manager), Bill Anderson, Rita Turner, Abe Train, Tom Mcilwraith and G. Mcintosh 
(Esso manager, Prestwick and Edinburgh Airports) look on. 
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The Past Preserved 
Further Developments in Glasgow Vennel 

The room in which Robert Burns lodged for a shilling a week at No. 4 Glasgow Venne! , 
Irvine has been restored in appropriate style and was officially opened by Lord Ross of 
Marnock on Friday, 26th April. 

This is the latest development in a prize winning project led by Lord Ross and a 
Committee on which there were representatives of Cunninghame District Council, Irvine 
Development Corporation, Scottish Tourist Board, National Trust for Scotland, Irvine 
Burns Club and the Wilson Foundation. 

The first phase was opened in January 1984 and included the cobbling of the street, the 
rebuilding of interesting old houses and courts, plus the restoration of the Heckling Shed 
where the national poet worked in 1781. Just as the Heckling Shed interpreted the 
working environment of Burns in the flax trade, the latest feature interprets the domestic 
environment of the man who was to become Scotland's greatest poet. An Irvine Town 
Trail has also been designed to incorporate the most important and interesting heritage 
features in the centre of Irvine. Here again the Burns theme is strongly emphasised as the 
directional studs show the little mouse to which Burns sympathetically referred in one of 
his best known poems. 

Although there will continue to be improvements and developments in the Venne!, 
these new features complete a comprehensive look at the living , working , leisure and 
cultural life of Burns in Irvine . 
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A CUP O' KINDNESS 

The 10th anniversary of the Irvine Lasses 
was the occasion of the presentation of a 
silver quaich , a gift from Professor Toshio 
Namba whose wife , Shizuko, has just 
accepted Honorary Membership of the 
club. Photo shows the four past Presidents, 
new President, Helen Bell and Vice
President Maureen Leitch filling the cup 
with champagne for its inaugural toast. 
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Irvine Lasses Celebrate 100 
Years of the Burns Federation 
Irvine Lasses held a Centenary Night in 
Wellwood , Irvine on 7th March in the 
company of guests from the Federation , 
the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs 
and a number of kindred clubs . Federation 
President John Inglis and Lasses President, 
Helen Bell cut the centenary cake. Anne 
Gaw proposed a toast to the Federation 
which was replied to by John Inglis and a 
programme of songs and readings 
continued after a buffet supper. As lasses 
were not present at the founding of the 
Federation our present day Lasses turned 
out in period costume to let the gentlemen 
of the company see what the wives of their 
predecessors may have looked like. 





CAPTAIN RICHARD BROWN 
By James L. Hempstead 

In the summer of 1781 Robert Burns went 
to Irvine to learn flax-dressing. He and his 
brother Gilbert were anxious to improve 
conditions on the farm at Lochlie, and had 
rented about three acres from their father 
for the purpose of growing flax. At that 
time flax was a paying crop, and obviously 
Burns thought that it could be more 
profitable if heckled by themselves for the 
spinners. He also wished to be in a position 
to marry and settle down, but saw no 
prospect of being able to do so while he 
remained a labourer on his father's farm. 
Writing of these circumstances, Gilbert 
tells us, 'The stocking of a farm required a 
sum of money Robert had no probability 
of being master of for a great while. He 
began therefore to think of trying some 
other line of life'. 

Burns stayed in Irvine about eight 
months, but the experiment proved a 
failure, as he relates in his auto
biographical letter to Dr Moore, written in 
1787: 

My twenty-third year was to me an important 
era.-Partly thro' whim, and partly that I 
wished to set about doing something in life, I 
joined with a flax-dresser in a neighbouring 
town, to learn his trade and carry on the 
business of manufacturing and retailing 
flax.-This turned out a sadly unlucky af
fair.-My partner was a scoundrel of the first 
water who made money by the mystery of 
thieving; and to finish the whole, while we 
were giving a welcome carousal to the New 
Year, our shop, by the drunken carelessness 
of my Partner's wife, took fire and was burnt 
to ashes: and left me like a true Poet, not 
worth sixpence . . . From this adventure I 
learned something ofa town-life. 

Irvine, in those days, had a population 
of around 4,000 and was the second largest 
town in Ayrshire. It was also one of the 
principal centres of flax-dressing in 
Scotland, but manufacturing as yet was not 
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carried on to any great extent. At the time 
of the Union in 1707 it had ranked as the 
first seaport in the West of Scotland, and 
although it had lost its supremacy to 
Greenock, it still had a fine harbour and 
carried on a busy export and import trade, 
mainly with Ireland. Many of its young 
men became sailors or went to the West 
Indies and America as planters and 
storekeepers. 

Irvine opened up a whole new world to 
Burns. Hitherto most of his adult life had 
been spent in the backwater of Lochlie. 
Although he was almost twenty-three years 
of age, he was in many respects immature. 
His sojourn in Irvine changed all that; it 
was there that he attained his manhood. 

The person who exercised the most 
influence on him during his stay in the 
town, and who enlightened him on the 
ways of the world, was the sailor, Richard 
Brown. In the same letter to Dr Moore, the 
poet devotes more space to him than to any 
other individual, which is an indication of 
the high value he placed on Brown's 
friendship. He writes: · 

. . . the principal thing which gave my mind a 
turn was, I formed a bosom-friendship with a 
young fellow, the first created being I had 
ever seen, but a hapless son of misfortune.
He was the son of a plain mechanic; but a 
great Man in the neighbourhood taking him 
under his patronage, gave him a genteel 
education, with a view to bettering his 
situation in life.-The Patron dying just as he 
was ready to launch forth into the world, the 
poor fellow in despair went to sea: where 
after a variety of good and bad fortune, a 
little before I was acquainted with him, he 
had been set ashore by an American Privateer 
on the wild coast of Connaught, stript of 
everything. 

Brown was a native of Irvine and six 
years older than Burns, having been born 
on June 2, 1753. From the Parish Register 



we learn that he was the son of William 
Brown and Jane Whinie, but little else is 
known of his early life, apart from what 
Bums teIIs us. It is clear that the young 
man from Lochlie regarded him with an 
affection bordering on hero worship. He 
continues: 

This gentleman's mind was fraught with 
courage, independence, Magnanimity, and 
every noble, manly virtue.-! loved him, I 
admired him, to a degree of enthusiasm; and 
I strove to imitate him.-In some measure I 
succeeded: I had the pride before, but he 
taught it to flow in proper channels.-His 
knowledge of the world was vastly superior to 
mine, and I was all attention to leam.-He 
was the only man I ever saw who was a 
greater fool than myself when WOMAN was 
the presiding star; but he spoke of a certain 
fashionable failing with levity, which hitherto 
I had regarded with horror.-Here his 
friendship did me a mischief; and the con
sequence was, that soon after I resumed the 
plough, I wrote the WELCOME enclosed. 1 

To say that Burns was taken with his new 
friend is putting it mildly. It should be 
remembered, however, that his health was 
in a very poor state at that time. A letter to 
his father, written from Irvine on 27th 
December 1781, is evidence of the morbid 
and adolescent state of his mind, especially 
when he declares that he is 'quite trans
ported at the thought that ere long, perhaps 
very soon, I shall bid an eternal adieu to all 
the pains, and uneasiness and disquietudes 
of this weary life; for I assure you I am 
heartily tired of it.' Meeting with the warm
hearted and widely travelled Brown must 
have acted like a tonic, and perhaps ex
plains, to some degree, the fulsome compli
ments which Burns bestowed on him. 

A very different interpretation is put on 
the friendship by one writer, who states: 
'Let me recommend a close study of the 
relationship between these two young 
men-the sailor twenty-nine and the poet 
twenty-three when they first met-to those 
itchy-minded modern writers who cannot 
bear to imagine that the object of their 
researches is utterly and unexceptionally 
heterosexual. There is certainly something 
equivocal about Brown's character.' Later, 

the same writer, without offering a single 
shred of positive proof, (how could he?) 
concludes the subject with these words, 
'Let me, finally, pass on my scandalous 
suggestion about Burns and Brown to any 
non-idolator who cares to follow it up and 
to speculate further. •2 

Burns has been accused of many things 
and some with justification, but bearing in 
mind his live-long love of the lasses, and 
the many scrapes his sexual indiscretions 
landed him in, it is utterly ridiculous even 
to hint that his relationship with Brown 
was homosexual. It is so absurd and 
preposterous that it can be dismissed out of 
hand. 

The statement that Brown did Burns 'A 
mischief' was later strenuously denied by 
Brown, who claimed that when the two 
met, Burns had nothing to learn on the 
subject of illicit love. It does seem unfair 
on Burns's part to make Brown the scape~ 
goat for his lapse with Betty Paton, which 
occurred almost three years after he left 
Irvine. When he tells us that Brown's 'mind 
was fraught with every noble, manly 
virtue', it would appear contradictory and, 
at the least ungracious, tg accuse Brown of 
leading him astray, and to be so indiscreet 
as to set it down in writing to an entire 
stranger. With the benefit of hindsight it 
could be argued that Burns would have 
gone down the same road irrespective of 
the influence of Richard Brown. 

There is little doubt, however, that 
Brown exerted a greater influence on 
Burns than anyone hitherto, with the 
exception of his father and possibly school 
teacher Murdoch. Brown seems to have 
'straightened out' the young man from 
Lochlie, who admits, 'I had the pride 
before, but he taught it to flow in proper 
channels'. Further proof of Burns's 
admiration and gratitude is to be found in a 
letter which he sent to Brown, six years 
later, OIJ 30th January, 1787. By this time 
Brown had become Captain of a West 
Jndiaman, belonging to the Thames. Burns 
wrote: 
-- - -I· have met with few things in life which has 

given me more pleasure than Fortune's 
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kindness to you, since those days in which we 
met in the vale of misery; as I can honestly 
say, that I never met with a man who more 
truly deserved it, or to whom my heart more 
truly wish'd it.-1 have been much indebted, 
since that time, to your story and sentiments, 
for steeling my heart against evils of which I 
have had a pretty decent share.-My will-o'
wisp fate, you know: do you recollect a 
Sunday we spent in Eglinton woods? you told 
me, on my repeating some verses to you, that 
you wondered I could resist the temptation of 
sending verses of such merit to a magazine: 
'twas actually this that gave me an idea of my 
own pieces which encouraged me to en
deavour at the character of a Poet. 

The verses which Burns repeated to 
. Brown would, of course, be chosen from 
those written prior to his twenty-third 
birthday, before the full flood of the 
Mossgiel period. They may have included 
'Winter, a Dirge', 'Death and Dying 
Words of Poor Mailie', 'John Barleycorn' 
and the song, 'Corn Rigs', which vibrates 
with physical passion. This song would no 
doubt appeal to Brown. 

It is to the everlasting credit of Brown 
that he had the good sense to appreciate the 
poetic ability and possible future potential 
of Burns, and was the first to suggest that 
the verses had sufficient merit to warrant 
going into 'guid black prent'. Perhaps of 
greater importance, it was he who fired 
Burns's ambition 'to endeavour at the 
character ofa Poet'. Just how much Burns 
owed to Brown's influence and encourage
ment can be judged from the fact that in 
the Preface to the Kilmarnock Edition, he 
pays an indirect acknowledgement to the 
sailor friend he met in Irvine. The passage 
reads: 

Though a Rhymer from his earliest years, at 
least from the earliest impulses of the softer 
passions, it was not till very lately, that the 
applause, perhaps the partiality, of Friend
ship, wakened his vanity so far as to make 
him think anything of his was worth showing. 

It is significant, too, that when Brown 
died in 1833, one of the very few presen
tation copies of the Kilmarnock Edition 
was found among his effects. 

In December, 1787, the two began a 
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correspondence which lasted two years in 
the intervals of Brown's voyages. Their 
only recorded meeting was in the Black 
Bull Inn, Glasgow, sometime in the middle 
of February, 1788, where they were joined 
by the poet's younger brother, William. 
From the letters it is evident that the lapse 
of seven years had not diminished Burns's 
admiration for the sea captain, nor the 
value which he placed on his friendship. 
Writing to him from Mossgiel on 24th 
February, 1788, he said: 

I have met with few incidents in my life which 
gave me so much pleasure as meeting you in 
Glasgow. There is a time of life beyond which 
we cannot form a tie worth the name of 
Friendship.-'Oh youth! enchanting stage, 
profusely blest!'-Life is a fairy scene almost 
all that deserves the name of enjoyment, or 
pleasure, is only a charming delusion; and in 
comes ripening Age, in all the gravity of 
hoary wisdom, and wretchedly chases away 
the bewitching Phantoms.-

When I think of life, I resolve to keep a 
strict lookout in the course of Economy, for 
the sake of worldly convenience and in
dependence of mind; to cultivate intimacy 
with a few of the companions of youth, that 
they may be the friends of Age; .... 

Further proof of the friendship is 
contained in the letter, sent to Brown from 
Mauchline on 21st May, 1789,-

... wishing you would always set me down 
as your bosom friend-wishing you long life 
and prosperity and that every good thing may 
attend you-wishing Mrs Brown and your 
little ones as few of the evils of this world as is 
consistent with humanity ... wishing that if 
there- is to be another state of existence, Mrs 
Brown, Mrs Burns, our little ones in both 
families, and you and I in some snug 
paradisical retreat, may make a jovial Party 
to all eternity! ... Farewell, God bless you! 
my long-loved, dearest friend!!! 

In 1789, Richard Brown was master of 
the brig, Mary and Jean, of 191 tons, built 
at Greenock in 1786, for the owner, John 
Campbell, Senr., of Glasgow, and sailing 
between Greenock and Grenada. 3 Is it 
merely a coincidence that the names of the 
ship and owner have a Burns connotation? 
In 1785 he married Eleonara Blair of 
Girtridge Mill in the Parish of Dundonald, 
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' 

A typical West lndiaman of the late eighteenth century. 

'For . o' R E N A D A. . -

T HB New ~hip MARY 8c JEAN 
. RtcHARD~BR.-owN, Maner, will 

. . be ready tp receive goods at 0 rccnoc.k: 
by the tO of n~xt mon,th, and· dear 
t~ (ail the toth of Much. She has the: 

... bell ac~·omm~datl~n for pa!fengcrr,' and 

~~~~~~~·~ will land them at'any o·r the ifhnJ, to 
I: . '•fndYfard.- · 

Apply tq John Campbell. (en. ip Gl~fgo~,. or the 
M:a Ocr at G rctnock. 
: N. B. A BLACKSMITH, wHlin&.t~ Jn .dcu~t for. a. nwm-
1cr of years, and well recommended, ·wlll med wlth good 
·ncourigcmt-nt. Glafgow_.' J.rn. 15/h, t7S8. 

Enlarged copy of the notice which appeared in the Glasgow Mercury of 30th January, 1788. 
From the same newspaper we learn that the Mary and Jean did not sail until 20th March-ten 
days' late. 
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who was ten years his junior, and about 
1788 he made his home in Port Glasgow, 
with his wife and young family. When he 
gave up the sea he became a prosperous 
shipowner and lived in one of the finest 
houses in the district. He was noted for 
being hospitable, generous and kind and 
took a lively interest in educational and 
church movements. He was also a keen 
sportsman and was often out shooting on 
the moors above the town. The Greenock 
Ayrshire Society, which was formed about 
the time of Burns's death, had his en
thusiastic support, and it is· more than 
likely that he was a founder-member of the 
Greenock Burns Club, formed in 1801. 

Many biographers have claimed that the 
friendship ended in a violent quarrel, 
apparently over the charge made by Burns 
in his letter to Dr Moore. There is, 
however, no positive proof to support such 
a claim. Indeed it is difficult to see how it 
could have happened as Burns's letter to 
Moore was not published until 1800, four 
years after the poet's death. 

Although Brown hotly denied having led 
Burns astray, he continued to hold Burns in 
high regard, both as a poet and a man. An 
interesting minute of the Greenock Burns 
Club, dated August, 1804, reports on a 
meeting at which there were over fifty 

members present. A speaker had given a 
talk on the life and character of Robert 
Fergusson. This was followed by a 
discussion in the course of which a member 
remarked 'that Robert Burns had copied 
Fergusson's intemperate habits as well as 
his poems'. Captain Brown rallied to 
Burns's defence stating 'that had the Poet 
been the dissolute person his biographers 
made him out, he would neither have had 
the time, inclination, nor ability to produce 
such inspired poetry etc.' 

Burns's venture into flax dressing was an 
abject failure and he returned to Lochlie no 
better off. Spiritually, however, his 
sojourn in Irvine had set him on the right 
road to realising himself. To Richard 
Brown must go some of the credit, for 
having directed the footsteps of the young 
man from Lochlie along the road, which 
led to fame and finally immortality. 

NOTES 

1. 'A Poet's Welcome', addressed to the baby, 
Elizabeth, born to Betty Paton, on 22nd 
May, 1875. 

2. Alan Dent, Burns in his Time (London: 
Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd.,) pp 103·109. 

3. Lloyd's Register of Shipping, 1789. 

Convenors whose forbears convened with Burns 

Dumfries and Galloway Regional Council's 
link with the Bard 

By D.R. H. Crichton 

As readers will see from a separate item, 
the toast to the Burns Federation at the 
Centenary Burns' Dinner held at Annan 
on 15th March 1985, under the auspices of 
the Southern Scottish Counties Associa
tion, was given by Mr John V. M. 
Jameson, FRICS, Convenor of Dumfries 
and Gallowax Regional Council. The 
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Southern Scottish Counties of Wigtown, 
the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright and 
Dumfries became Dumfries and Galloway 
Region on reorganisation of local 
government ten years ago. It seemed 
fitting to those of us organising the Dinner 
therefore that the Regional Convenor 
should be invited to be the guest of honour 



on that occasion. Mr Jameson was a 
member and latterly Treasurer of the 
former Gatehouse-of-Fleet Town Council 
and, since 1975, has represented that 
beautiful western part of the Stewartry on 
the Regional Council. In September 1983, 
following the death of John Niven CBE, he 
became its second Convenor. The toast to 
the Federation at the Dinner was shot 
through with shafts of humour as befits a 
Gallovidian countryman. When I was 
lunching with Mr Jameson, shortly before 
the event, he volunteered the interesting 
information that he has ancestral links with 
friends of the poet on both sides of his 
family, and he referred to both in the 
course of his address at the Dinner. The 
initial 'M' stands for McCulloch-he is 
descended on one side from David 
McCulloch of Ardwell, whose son, another 
David, was a fellow mason at St. Andrew's 
Lodge. In the Burns Encyclopaedia, 
Maurice Lindsay states that Burns wrote 
from Dumfries in June 1794 telling 
McCulloch he was to visit Galloway and 
proposing that McCulloch should join him 
and John Syme on a visit to Patrick Heron 
at Kerroughtree. Mr Jameson in his 
remarks mentioned also that David 
McCulloch possessed a fine singing voice, 
which Burns used as .was his wont, to try 
out some of his songs. Another forbear of 
Mr Jameson was none other than John 
Maxwell of Terraughtie and Munches. 
When Burns settled in Dumfriesshire, 
John Maxwell was a well known county 
figure. For his 71st birthday Burns wrote 
him an epistle which begins 'Health to 
Maxwell's Veteran Chief'. Veteran he 
truly was: the poet's prophecy for 'Tough 
Jackie', as Burns called him in the first of 
his Heron Election Ballads was amply 
fulfilled, as Maxwell outlived the Bard by 
18 years and died aged 94. On a personal 
note, it was an undoubted privilege to 
obtain, thanks to the Halifax Building 
Society and its local Manager, Mr Brian 
Crofts, the use of prime window space for a 
Burns Display at the 1982 Conference, 
here in Dumfries. In that display, I chose, 
as a welcome to delegates, the fourth verse 

from that epistle: 
But for thy friends and they are mony 
Baith honest men and lasses bonny, 
May couthie Fortune, kind and canny 
In social glee. 
Wi mornings blythe, and evenings funny, 
Bless them and thee. 

As I have said, Mr Jameson succeeded as 
Convenor in September 1983 the late John 
Niven CBE, and there again there is a 
remarkable family connection with Burns, 
going back more than two centuries, John 
Niven had died in harness, after 
completing almost 50 years' service in local 
government. He entered Wigtown County 
Council in the thirties, latterly becoming 
County Council Convenor, and, as such, 
his breadth of experience made him the 
unanimous choice to lead the new 
Regional authority in 1974. Mr Niven 
farmed at Mahaar, Kirkcolm, in the Rhins, 
but his paternal ancestors hailed from 
Kirkoswald, in Ayrshire, some 40 miles up 
the coast. One January afternoon, when he 
and I got together before the start of a 
committee meeting, he mentioned that I 
had been speaking on Burns. With a 
friendly offhand finality, as if to say 
'Follow that!' he ended the short conversa
tion thus: 'My great great grandfather slept 
in the same bed as Burns!'. I could not get 
home quick enough, after work, to turn up 
my copy of Lindsay's Encyclopaedia to 
discover that, indeed, John Niven (1754-
1822) had shared a bed with Robert Burns 
at Ballochneil, when both were pupils at 
Hugh Rodger's school at Kirkoswald, and 
indeed later married Rodger's daughter. 
More than mensuration and 'trigonometry, 
indeed, were studied. But the story does 
not end there. John's father, Robert Niven 
of Ballochniel, and his grandfather, 
another John Niven of Damhouse of 
Ardlochan, both in Kirkoswald Parish, 
were respectively the miller and smith 
immortalised in 'Tam 0, Shanter'. These 
famous lines tell it all:-

That ilka melder wi' the miller 
Thou sat as lang as thou had siller; 
That ev'ry naig was ca'd a shoe on 
The smith and thee gat roarin fou on. 
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John Niven (1910-1983) did not follow 
the smith's purported drinking exploits; on 
the contrary, I can say he was of the most 
sober and temperate habits, as befitted one 
who was also the Session Clerk of 
Kirkcolm Parish Kirk. 

An interesting coincidence then, that in 
the first ten years of its existence, the 
Regional Council should be presided over 
by two Convenors, John Niven and John 
Jameson, both well known Gallovidians 
and both having ancestral links with friends 
and companions of the Bard. 

But for thy friends and they are many . 

Mr Crichton is Junior Vice-President of the 
SSCBA, a Past President of Dumfries Burns 
Club, and is employed by Dumfries and 
Galloway Regional Council as Depute Director 
of Administration and Law. 

THE KIRKYAIRD 
GHAIST 

As Recited by David Campbell 
A squat burly neebor was bold reiver Tam, 
Sae adverse tae hard work but aye fond o a 
dram. 
Fond-did Ah sae t'was the rogues daily care? 
Gae Tam meat and drink-he wished for nae 
mair. 
His puir trachelt wife and wee raggit wean 
Micht fend or micht famish he cared nae a prin. 
Ilk saxpence he handled by fair means or foul, 
Was unco sin meltit and sunk neath his cowl 
Sometimes it happened when half o't was ward, 
An Jock, his fell cronie, anither rough card. 
They leeved hand in glove in many a priskie, 
The twa rogues competed and aye tae get 
whisky. 
Vile whisky wae's me---soul-ruinin potation 
Destroyer o reason-worst curse o the nation. 
For days tae procure it sic dangers they <leered, 
An sinner than want it-they'd hae lifted the 
de id! 
Ae wild winter's nicht, mony years noo since 
syne, 
The twa met wi contract a plot tae define. 
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Quoth Tam lookin wary-Jock, hear me a wee. 
Ah've a ploy in ma heid-it will suit tae a tee. 
Ah ken o a barn a mile ower the hicht, 
Where a sack o guid meal can be lifted the nicht. 
An Ah 'II dea the trick lad fou snug ere ye sleep, 
If you'll but agree tae lay hands on a sheep! 
'Verra Weel', muttered Jock, 'Ah'd blightly dae 

· that, 
The nicht is sae mirk-twad puzzle a cat 
Tae discern the slaps in the hedges ken 
A fat frae a lean sheep-a sheep frae a stane'. 
'Ye haverin gummeril', quoth Tam in a flurry, 
'The darker the nicht-the less risk o a hurry'. 
'Verra wee!', muttered Jock, 'then let us fa' to. 
The sinner be gan-man the sinner we're 
through. 
An gin ye be first back-as likely ye wull,
Whaur shall we meet? in the old quarry hole?' 
'No no, Jock, no there, some neuk nearer haun. 
Och, the auld kirkyaird, man-what think 
ye?-jist gran'. 
It's the quitest and safest place aroon aboot. 
Nae yin'll fash us there, Jock-ye need hae na 
doot. 
An, gin we baith dae oor work in tradesmanlike 
style, 
We'll no want for bannocks or mutton this 
while,' 
Sae aff the twae span kit like dogs huntin deer, 
An hoo they succeed-attend and ye'll hear! 

At the time that I speak o, there lived in the 
toon 
A wee crippled tailor ca'd Pate Whitty Broon. 
An that very nicht in Patie's ben hoose, 
A wheen chiels sat smokin an crackin the noose. 
Tae speak o the storm then ragin sae firie, 
0 the wind and the rain and the darkness sae 
eerie, 
An believe me they discussed the existence o 
witches, 
Ghaists, Brownies and aa supernatural 
wretches! 
Some vowed they had seen them as plain as 
daylicht! 
While ithers sat shiverin, an creenin wi fricht. 
'Ah'm mair than astonished', said the tailor, 'tae 
hear 
A lot o big men sae frichtet as ye're, 
Awa wi yir havers 'boot ghaists, feerlies and 
skelpies, 
I'll face aa sich gentry twixt this an the ill place. 
Up spake Sandy Tamson, a blyth burly sailor, 
'It strikes me ye're crawin rather cruse the noo, 
tailor. 
An gin yere sae bouncy Ah'll test ye deil's in it. 
I'll back ye a sovereign and stake it this meenit 



That ye'll no gang across tae the auld kirkyaird 
An' wait there an oor wi'oot gettin scared.' 
Well no Ah'm sae dwab o ma legs!' said the 
tailor, 
'Ah'm thrang but I'd just tak ye on Mr Sailor.' 
'Make that nae excuse then,' said Sandy fu 
ready, 
'I'll carry ye owre on ma back sure an steady. 
Lay ye doon 'mang the tombs-leave ye there 
for an hoor, 
Caa bak an return ye tae yer ain kitchen door.' 
The tailor consented, sae Sandy bou'd <loon, 
Hitched him high on his back, minus coat, hat 
and shoon, 
Went oot o the door like a streak frae a gun 
An held his gate strecht fur th'auld buryin 
groun. 
By this time auld Tam had the meal in his keep 
An wis !yin mid tombs waitin Jock wi his sheep, 
Bye and bye he could hear faint peching and 
groanin, 
An believe me noticed somethin steir up the 
Jang loanin. 
Tam felt certain shair it wis Jock wi a wether. 
Need Ah tell ye t'was Sandy-the tailor on 
shouther! 
Aye forward, aye forward he pressed, tired an 
gledly 
Ne'er speakin a sentence but listin fu glegly 
Clamb'd owre the stane dyke, the yett bein 
steekit, 
An cam tae where Tam an his booty lay streakit. 

Tam, still unco shair it wis Jock wi the mutton, 
Sprang up on his feet like a cat at the ruttin! 
An inquired, fidging fain, 'Is he fat, think ye 
Jock? 
By certe, wee Patie ne'er got such a shock!' 
'Fat or lein deil!' quo Sandy, dismountin the 
tailor, 
'He's yours! but by jingo-ye'll no get the 
sailor!' 
An aff Sandy scampered owre hedges and 
ditches, 
Pursued, he imagined, by ghaists, deils and 
witches. 
An tho he outstripped the wings o the storm, 
The wee crippled tailor wis hame Jang afore 'im. 
Nooadays-when they speak aboot ghaists tae 
the tailor 
Hie jist scratches his pow and winks owre tae the 
sailor! 

Note: 
This poem has been recited for many years by 
David Campbell of Dumfries at numerous fun
ctions. He cannot recall ever having seen it in 
print-'so I must have learned it by word of 
mouth but from where I cannot say'. David 
Smith and I recorded it at the Burns Howff Club 
1984 Hallowe'en Night in the Globe Inn
Dumfries. David Campbell has checked the 
text, and I am grateful for his help. 

DONALD R. URQUHART. 
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MOTTO-'AMAN'SAMANFORA'THAT' 

THE BURNS FEDERATION 

INSTITUTED 1885 

Hon. Presidents 
Mrs. S. G. BAILLIE, 
ALEX. JOHNSTONE, J.P., Ch.Eng., F.1.Prod.E., 41 Benwerrin Ave., Carss Park, Blakehurst, 

N.S.W. 
WILLIAM J. OLIVER, 2 Bellevue Street, Dunedin, New Zealand 
G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, Rotherham 
ALEXANDER. C. COOK, 23 Main Street, Coalsnaughton, Tillicoultry 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o McLeod, Cairnston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
J. D. McBAIN, 33 Humbledon Park, Sunderland 
JOHN W. BEGG, LL.B, 16 Dobroyd Parade, Haberfield, N.S.W.2045, Australia 
R. DICKSON JOHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Mrs. W. G. STEWART, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Clackmannanshire 
The Hon. Dr. GRANT MacEWAN, 132 Hallbrook Dr. S.W., Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2N3N6 
HUGH CUNNINGHAM, Carrick Lea, 99 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries 
Mrs. STELLA BROWN, 10 Elgar Road, Burwood, Victoria, 3125, Australia 
Mrs. MIMA IRVINE, 'Ulvescroft', 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham, Yorkshire. 
TOSHIO NAMBA, 1-70-24 Tenjin-Cho, Kodaira-Shi, Tokyo, Japan 187 
JAMES DAVIE, 11 Cornfield Ave., Oakes, Huddersfield. 
JOHN N. NICOL, 17 Polmaise Crescent, Fallin, Stirlingshire. 

Officials 

President: D. WILSON OGILVIE, 'Lingerwood', 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries DG2 9A Y 
Senior Vice-President: Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6H 4A6 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer-WILLIAM A. ANDERSON, Dick Institute, ElmbankAvenue 

Kilmarnock KAI 3BU 
Assistant Secretary-Mrs. RITA TURNER, Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock KAI 3BU 
Schools Competitions-JAMES GLASS, M.A., 31 Glenconner Road, Ayr KA7 3HF 
Hon. Legal Adviser-SCOTT I. GALT, LL.B., 157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow G 12 9JA 
Publicity Officer-GEORGE ANDERSON, 49 Upper Bourtree Drive, Burnside, Rutherglen, 

Glasgow 073 4EJ (Tel. 041-634 3618) 
Hon. Editor-JAMES A. MACKAY, M.A., 11 Newall Terrace, Dumfries DG 11 LN 
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Past-Presidents 

JOHN INGLIS, 16 Berry Drive, Irvine KAl2 OL Y 
THOMAS D. McILWRAITH, 8 Silverknowes Bank, Edinburgh EH4 5PD 
GEORGE ANDERSON, 49 Upper Bourtree Drive, Burnside, Rutherglen, Glasgow G13 4EJ 
Mrs. MOLLIE RENNIE, 50 Loren Terrace, Whitlawburn, Cambuslang, Glasgow 
S. K. GAW, 13 South Mound, Houston, Renfrewshire 
A. C. W. TRAIN, 71 Woodside Cres., Newmains, Lanarkshire 
R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh EH9 2NB 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o McLeod, Cairnston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
DANIEL J. McILDOWIE, J.P., 'Invermay,' Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ROBERT DONALDSON, 36 Greenock Road, Largs, Ayrshire 
GEORGE VALLANCE, Flat 10, Warwick Court, Cumnock, Ayrshire 
Dr. J. S. MONTGOMERIE, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., F.S.A., Woodside, 62 Murray Crescent, 

Lamlash, Arran 
W. J. KING-GILLIES, 'The Lomonds,' Cupar Road, Auchtermuchty, Fife 
H. GEORGE McKERROW, J.P., Whiterne, 61 Albert Road, Dumfries DG2 9DL 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 

District Representatives 

Ayrshire: 
Mrs. E. LOGAN, 6 Hugh Watt Place, Kilmaurs, by Kilmarnock, Ayrshire 
Mrs. A. GAW, 7 Highfield Place, Girdle Toll, Irvine KAI I IBW 
WILLIAM MORRISON, 19 Campbell Street, Newmilns, Ayrshire 
Mrs. P. THOMSON, 52A Dundonald Road, Kilmarnock 

Edinburgh: 
T. D. McILWRAITH, 8 Silverknowes Bank, Edinburgh EH4 5PD 
DAVID SCOBIE, 23 Barleyknowe Terrace, Gorebridge 
E. K. B. MURRAY 187 Craigcrook Road, Edinburgh EH4 7 AZ 

Glasgow: 
ARCHIE McARTHUR, 33 Inchmead Drive, Kelso, Roxburghshire TD5 7LW 
DOUGLAS BURGESS, I Wolfe Ave, Newton Mearns, Glasgow G77 6TQ 

Dunbartonshire and Argyll: 
JOHN YOUNG, 'Jonado,' Round Riding Road, Dumbarton 

Fife: 
CHARLES KENNEDY, 101 Dundonald Park, Cardenden, Fife KY5 ODC 

Lanarkshire: 
T. N. PATERSON, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw 
ROBERT SCOTT, 74 West Clyde Street, Larkhall, Lanarkshire ML9 2PP 

Mid and East Lothians and Borders: 
West Lothian: 
Renfrewshire: 

WILLIAM WILLIAMSON, 30, Ivanhoe Road, Foxbar, Paisley, Renfrewshire 
X. 

XI. 

G 

Stirling, C/ackmannan and West Perth Shires: 
ALEX B. MclVER, Harvieston Lodge, Dollar, FKl4 7PY 
DOUGLAS McEWAN 18 Auchenbaird, Sauchie, Alloa 
JOHN SMITH, 3 Muir~ot Place, Coalsnaughton, Clackmannanshire 

Tayside Region: 
MURRAY S. BLAIR, 29 Glen park Avenue, Glasgow G46 7 JE 
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XII. Northern Scottish Counties: 
CLIFFORD PARR, 22 Moy Terrace, Inverness 

XIII. Southern Scottish Counties: 
HUGH CUNNINGHAM, Carrick Lea, 99 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries 
Mrs. S. KNIGHT, 17 Greenlea Road, Annan, Dumfriesshire 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England: 
W. A. D. NEISH, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G52 6F 

XV. North East England: 
MALCOLM McLEAN MAIR, 108 Tunstall Road, Sunderland, Tyne and Wear 

XVI. North West England: 
Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, 'Dinarth,' 16 Half Edge Lane, Eccles, Manchester M30 9GJ 

XVI!. Yorkshire: 
JAMES P ARNHAM, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, Leeds LS8 2QT 
J. DAVIE, 11 Cornfield Avenue, Oakes, Huddersfield 

XVIII. North and East Midlands: 
J. CAMPBELL, 3, Valjean Crescent, L. F. E. Leicester LE3 3JW 
L. JEAVONS, 36 Brunswick Road, Rotherham, S. Yorks S60 2RH 

XIX. West Midlands of England: 
J. S. MORRISON, 16 Erica Avenue, Woodland Park, Bedworth, Warwickshire 

XX. South Western England: 
J. SMITH, 3 Muircot Place, Coalsnaughton 

XXI. Wales: 
TOM RIDDOCK, 37 Newbiggin Cres., Tullibody, Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

XXII. Ireland: 
Mrs. M. SHEARER, 211 Lochside Road, Lochside, Dumfries 

XXIII. Africa: 
MURRAY S. BLAIR, 29 Glen park Avenue, Glasgow 046 7 JE 

XXIV. Australia: 
D. J. McILDOWIE, Invermay, Donne Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ALAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 

XXV. New Zealand: · 
WILLIAM SCOTT, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada: 
Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6H 4A6 
D. W. OGILVIE, 'Lingerwood,' 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries DG2 9AY 

XXVII. Near and Middle East: 
XXVIII. U.S.A.: 

MARVIN D. McQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East Fifth, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 

ALAN R. BOOTH, ARINC Research Corp, 2551 Riva Road, Annapolis, Md. 
21401, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe: 
DAVE SMITH, 22 Cargenbridge, Troqueer, Dumfries DG2 SL W 

SUB-COMMITTEES: 

Finance:; T. D. Mcilwraith (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, G. Anderson, J. Davie, J. Inglis, A. 
McArthur, D. Mclldowie, H. G. McKerrow, L. Reid and A. Train. 
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Memorials: S. K. Gaw (Convener), Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. M. Rennie, M. S. Blair, D. Burgess, H. 
Cunningham, C. Kennedy, A. McArthur, A. Mciver, R. A. B. McLaren, M. Mair, W. Morrison, W. 
Neish, C. Parr, T. Paterson, W. Scott and D. Smith. 

Literature: D. W. Ogilvie (Convener), Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. P. Thomson, G. Anderson, M. S. Blair, 
J. Davie, J. Glass, C. Kennedy, A. Mciver, J. Mackay, M. Mair, W. Morrison, W. Neish, J. Par
nham, C. Parr, T. Paterson, L. Reid, W. Scott, J. Smith and A. Stoddart. 

Schools Competitions: J. Glass (Convener), Mrs. E. Dunlop, Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. S. Knight, Mrs. 
E. Logan, Mrs. P. Thomson, G. Laing, R. McLaren, W. Morrison, Mrs. M. Shearer, J. Smith, A. 
Stoddart and A. Train. 

Auditors 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1984185 

David S. Skipper, 8198 Wenonga Ct., Tallahassee, FI. 32301, USA. 
Mrs. Brenda Finlay, 29 Snowden St., Newtown, Eston, Malbro, Cleveland. 
George Mcintyre, 3977 Northampton Dr., Lexington KY 40S3, USA. 
John B. Roberts 89 Manor Road, Barton-le-Clay, Beds. 
Mrs. Anne Jamieson, 14 Granville Close, Wallasey, Merseyside. 
Dr. Robert Dinwiddie, 100 Kinley Road, Merton Park, London SWl9 3DS. 
Professor Charles W. Dunn, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02138, USA. 
Andrew H. McKay, 98 Deville Drive Rochester, NY, 1462, USA. 
Miss Helen Williamson, le Milton Court, Edinburgh. 
Mrs. Grizelle Hill, 76 Summerfield Road, Annapolis, Md. 21403, USA. 
Joan Aldred, 7 Mayflower Road, Shirley, Southampton SOI 3UL. 
Mrs. Sarah A. Crooks, 2308 Elphinstone St., Regina, Saskatchewan S4T 3PL, Canada. 
Robert McGlasson, 10 Ravenswood Drive, Huckley, Doncaster, S. Yorks. 
William Hall, 8 Glencairn, Cumnock, Ayrshire. 
Mrs. Janice Cole, 8136 Pepperwood Lane, Gaithensburgh, Md. 20877, USA. 
Donald Cameron, 112 Croftend Ave., Croftfoot, Glasgow G44 SPF 
E. B. K. Murray, 187 Craigcrook Road, Edinburgh 4. 
Donald Clerk, Fullerton Farm Meigle, Perthshire. 
Mrs. M. Inglis, 16 Berry Drive, Irvine, Ayrshire. 
Marie Bastin, Sentier Du Biereau, 1348 Louvain La Neuve, Belgium. 
G. C. Perry, S2 The Grove, Edinburgh Road, Dumfries DGl ITW. 
Tom Peoples, 'Riverside', Templepatrick Road, Ballyclare, Co. Antrim NI BT39 9RQ. 
Robert Clark, 33 Livingstone Drive, East Kilbride, Glasgow. 
John Biggart, 33 Mains Road, Beith, Ayrshire KAIS 2AN. 
James T. Logan, 40 Park Grove, Parkmains, Erskine, Renfrewshire. 
James Bicker, 14 Ardmory Road, Rothesay, Isle of Bute. 
John Livingstone, S Restondene, Deans, Livingston, West Lothian EHS4 SQQ. 
Keith S.S. Mitchell, Apt. 134, 100 Bid Abdelmoumen, Casablanca, Morocco. 
David Keers, 54 Cowells Lane, Ermington, Sydney, N. S. W., Australia. 
T. Anderson Cairns, 'Giffen House', Dairy, KA244HQ. 
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List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1926 Perth 1959 Ayr 
1894 Glasgow 1927 Derby 1960 Glasgow 
1895 Dundee 1928 Aberdeen 1961 Dumfries 
1896 Kilmarnock 1929 Troon 1962 Durham 
1897 Greenock 1930 Greenock 1963 Stirling 
1898 Mauchline 1931 Ha wick 1964 London 
1899 Dumfries 1932 Stirling 1965 Hamilton 
1900 Kilmarnock 1933 London 1966 Troon 
1901 Glasgow 1934 Glasgow 1967 Sheffield 
1902 Greenock 1935 Ayr and 1968 Falkirk 
1903 Edinburgh Kilmarnock 1969 Southport 
1904 Stirling 1936 Elgin 1970 Arbroath 
1905 Hamilton 1937 Newcastle- 1971 Coventry 
1906 Kilmarnock upon-Tyne 1972 Aberdeen 
1907 Sunderland 1938 Dumfries 1973 Dumfries 
1908 St. Andrews 1940-46 Glasgow 1974 Edinburgh 
1909 Dunfermline 1947 Dunoon 1975 Dundee 
1910 Lanark 1948 Stirling 1976 Leeds 
1911 Glasgow 1949 Mauchline 1977 Motherwell 
1912 Carlisle 1950 Bristol 1978 Glasgow 
1913 Galashiels 1951 Montrose 1979 London, 
1915-19 Glasgow 1952 Norwich Ontario 
1920 London 1953 Paisley 1980 Leicester 
1921 Dunfermline 1954 Sheffield 1981 Irvine 
1922 Birmingham 1955 Edinburgh 1982 Dumfries 
1923 Ayr 1956 Cheltenham 1983 Annapolis, USA 
1924 Dumfries 1957 Aberdeen 1984 Stirling 
1925 Edinburgh 1958 Harrogate 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire-44 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 'Howff', Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
772 Prestwick 
773 Cumnock Cronies 

811 Logangate, Cumnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 Irvine Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
954 Newton, Ayr 
982 Garnock 
988 Darvel 
995 Drongan 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 

1020 Netherthird and Craigens 
1028 Mercat Hotel, Cumnock 
1029 Kilwinning 
1039 Troon Ladies 
1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 
1046 Craighead Drouthy Cronies 

Secretary: Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

II. Edinburgh-27 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
198 Gorebridge 
199 Newbattle 
212 Portobello 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 EdinburghScottish 
340 Balerno 
341 Leith 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 
516 The Airts Burns Club 

740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
929 Bathgate 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Ladies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 

1011 Haddington Golf Club 
1025 Newton Lads, Midlothian 
1031 Crammond Brig 

Secretary: G. Henderson-Laing, 50 Marrionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
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III. Glasgow-15 Clubs: 1 Member 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
642 Rutherglen 

1044 Lodge Burns Immortal 

Secretary: Scott I. Galt, 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow G 12 OPQ 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-5Clubs:1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 

695 Kilmarnock (Dunbartonshire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton 082 4ER 

V. Fife-11Clubs:1 Member 

13 St. Andrews 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 

Secretary: 

803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 
1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
1040 Cowdenbeath 

VI. Lanarkshire-20 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 

637 Millheugh 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 
961 Larkhall 
973 Salsburgh Miners 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders-5 Clubs: 1 Member 

187 Galashiels 
239 Hawick 
839 Coldstream 
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IX. Renfrewshire-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

430 Gourock 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 

576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

1034 Kilbarchan 

Secretary: Mr. W. Williamson, 30 Ivanhoe Road, Paisley 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-29 Clubs: 3 Members 

37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 
543 Abbey Craig 
630 Coalsnaughton 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 
657 Fallin Burns Club 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tilllicoultry 
769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
Perthsire 

850 Dollar Masonic 
865 Forester Arms 
895 Westerton Burns Club 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 
925 Laurieston 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
935 Torbrex, Stirling 
993 Cambusbarron 

1000 United Glass 
1022 Blane Valley 
1055 Lhanbryde 

Secretary: Alex. B. Mciver, Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

XI. Tayside Regional Area-10 Clubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 
42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
955 Gartwhinzean 

1019 Rumbling Bridge 
1049 Lodge Camperdown 

Secretary: Frank Curran, 250 Rosemount Road, Dundee DD2 3TG 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 
336 Peterhead · 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 
691 Inverness 

698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 28 Whitehall Place, Aberdeen AB2 4P A 
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XIII Southern Scottish Counties-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 
217 Eskdale 
226 Dumfries 
323 Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 
437 Dumfries Ladies 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A. 
536 Whithorn 
562 Castle Douglas 
589 Solway 
629 Sanquhar 

660 The Langholm Ladies 
693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
730 Wigtown 
818 Dalbeattie and District 
916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
924 S.C.T.A. 
926 Rosamond 
985 New Galloway 
999 Dumfries Round Table 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 
1056 Lochmaben Drouthy Neebors 

Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries DG2 OEH 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Society 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 

Society 

743 Romford Scottish Association 
918 Dover and East Kent 

1032 Croydon 
1047 Colchester 
1050 Hertfordshire 

Secretary: W. A. D. Neish, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6E 

XV. North-Eastern England-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 

744 Durham and District Cal. Society 
745 Northumberland and Durham 

Cal. Society 
1030 Darlington Gaelic Soc. 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 26 The Gardens, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay 

XVI. North-Western England-14 Clubs: 2 Members 

95 Bolton 
236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

834 St. Andrews Society 
(Altrincham, Sale and Dist.) 

956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Society 
989 Holt Hill 

1008 Caledonian Soc. ofW. Cumberland 
1016 Leyland and District Burns Society 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 
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XVII. Yorkshire-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

405 Sheffield 
454 Rotherham 
548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrowgate St. Andrew's Soc. 
556 Doncaster 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Society 

812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 
880 Otley and District 
894 Beverley and District 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
987 Hull 

1023 Skipton and District 

Secretary: Ron Aitken, 5 Foss Avenue, Wetherby, West Yorks LS22 4YL 

XVIII. North and East Midlands of England-23 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 
861 Cal. Society of Lincoln 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 
Association 

866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Society 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
963 Cotgrave 

1015 Maltby 
1037 Grimsby and Cleethorpes 
1051 Northampton 
1053 Corby Grampian 

Secretary: Mrs. J.M. Cutting, Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road West, Hinckley, Leics. LEIO 
lQB 

XIX. West Midlands of England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 

1036 West Midlands 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 5 Fairways Close, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9BH 

XX. South-Western England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Society 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 
951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

Secretary: James Graham, 27 Collum End Rise, Cheltenham GL53 OPA 
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XXI. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 

XXII. Ireland-3 Clubs: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 1018 East Antrim Burns Association 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 

XXIII. Africa-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

896 Sierra Leone 
934 Manama Caledonian Society 
962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 

964 Gambia Caledonian ·society 
1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) 

XXIV. Australia-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

511 Perth 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongon Burns Society 
914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
919 Orange and District 

950 Drumoyne 
965 Royal Cal. Society of S. Australia 
968 Warrnambool and Dist. Cal. Society 
978 Whyalla 
984 MacQuarie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 
1027 Scottish Australian Heritage Council 
1038 Brisbane 
1043 R. Burns Soc., of S. Australia 
1054 Huter Valley 
1056 Toowoomba 

XXV. New Zealand-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 

Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada-18 Clubs: 2Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Society 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 
841 Robert Burns Association of 

Montreal 
842 Ye Bonny Doan, Hamilton, 

Ontario 
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893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 
97 4 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 

1009 Edmonton Scottish Soc. 
1012 Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club 
1041 Nanaimo 



220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 
701 Detroit 
870 Massachusetts 
941 San Diego 
958 Toledo 

XXVIII. U.S.A.-16 Clubs: 2 Members 

981 Berkshire, Mass. 
986 Annapolis 
994 Midlands, Columbia 

1001 Mystic Highland Pipe Band 
1006 St. Andrews Soc. of Mexico 
1007 Rhode Island 

966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 
978 Dickeyville 

1017 Southwick Burns Club 
1035 Kansas City 
1045 Heather and Thistle Soc. 

Secretary: Alan Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Near and Middle East-1Club:1 Member 

959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 
1020 Kuwait Caledonians 

1033 Java St. Andrew Soc. 
1048 Hong Kong 

XXX. Europe-I Club: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
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Clubs represented: 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
MacRobert Theatre, 
University of Stirling 
Stirling 
lst September, 1984. 

O Kilmarnock (2), 14 Dundee (3), 21 Greenock (3), 26 Perth (!), 33 Glasgow Haggis (!), 37 Dollar 
Masonic (3), 89 Sunderland (3), 95 Bolton (3), 116 Greenloaning (!), 167 Birmingham (3), 173 Irvine 
(!), 192 Ayrshire Association (3), 226 Dumfries(!), 252 Alloway (2), 263 Glasgow Masonic (2), 275 
Ayr (3), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire(!), 349 Kilmarnock Howff (2), 366 Liverpool (1), 387 Cambuslang 
(!), 393 Annan (!), 405 Sheffield (2), 437 Dumfries Ladies (3), 494 Motherwell United(!), 501 Galt 
(2), 530 Southern Scottish Counties (3), 556 Doncaster(!), 561 London Ontario(!), 573 Lanarkshire 
Association (3), 618 Altrincham & Sale Caledonian (3), 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars (2), 630 
Coalsnaughton (I), 632 Symington (2), 665 Gartmorn (3), 701 Detroit (!), 721 Plymouth (!), 763 
Wakefield (3), 769 Robert Bruce (1), 809 Allanton (3), 842 Ye Bonnie Doon (2), 845 Coventry Tam o' 
Shanter (3), 893 North Bay(!), 917 Scottish Presidents(!), 918 Dover and East Kent(!), 921 Norther 
Scottish Counties (1), 935 Torbrex (2), 936 Irvine Lasses (2), 941 San Diego (!), 944 Alamo (3), 945 
Kirklees (!), 955 Gartwhinzean (!), 969 Huddersfield (!), 980 Niagara Falls (3), 1000 U.G. Jolly 
Beggars (3), 1024 N.A.A.F.B. (2), 1030 Darlington Gaelic (2), Executive 15. Observers 187. 

The President, Tom Mcilwraith welcomed the delegates and in particular the overseas visitors. Mr. 
Mcilwraith expressed the Federation's sense of loss at the deaths of Dr. John Taylor, Past President, 
Mrs. Vi Broom, Bruce McGuff and Douglas Small Hon. Presidents and Wallace Vinnell of New 
Zealand. The members observed a minutes silence as a mark of respect. 
Apologies 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Mrs. Stella Brown, Melbourne, Perth (West Australia) 
Burns Club, West Midlands Association of Burns Clubs, Mrs. J. M. Mackie, Langholm; Miss May 
Dickie, Scottish Society & Burns Club of Australia; Mrs. E. Dunlop, Bolton; Mr. A. Macpherson, 
Ayr; Mr. and Mrs. G. Vallance and Mrs. Jane Burgoyne. 
Minutes 

Mr. J. Smith moved adoption of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council held in 
Annapolis, USA on 20th August 1983, as printed in the 1985 Burns Chronicle and Mr. A. Mcivor 
seconded. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
The Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. W. A. Anderson, B.A., A.L.A. presented the annual report. 

Perhaps it is in the nature of any mature association that its membership must put a great deal of 
effort into just keeping the organisation moving and thus it is with the Burns Federation. 

The Executive of the Burns Federation have now reached the point where they are saying that this is 
not enough. At almost one hundred years of age the Burns Federation has come of age and has to take 
stock. Where is it going? What are its assets? How is it to achieve its aims? 

The Federation has much to be proud of: a national schools competition that although it does not 
receive a great deal of media coverage is in fact a major factor in the continuing interest in Robert 
Burns, generation after generation-a publication, the Burns Chronicle, that is both a storehouse of 
scholarly writing on our National Bard and a vehicle for news and information that draws Burnsians 
together-an Annual Conference that continues to expand in size and impact-and currently, the 
organising and financing of a major monument to our National Bard in our nation's premier Church. 

These are achievements that any organisation could be proud of but the Executive is not blind to the 
fact that all is not well with the Federation. Our organisation has passed the first bloom of youth and 
shows a tendency to clogging of the arteries, to gentle dozing in a favourite armchair. 

These are not necessarily causes for drastic surgery but they do call for a rethink of how the 
Federation functions. We have for a long time benefited from the guidance of a group of talented and 
industrious individuals-the recent retiral from the finance convership of George McKerrow brings 
this forcibly to our attention-now is the time to harness the talents and energies of their successors. 
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To this end the Executive has set up a Management Committee who's remit is to look into what the 
Burns Federation is doing and what it ought to be doing. The Management Committee should not be 
discouraged that its proposals had not been accepted uncritically. The Executive has accepted that too 
much time is being devoted to maintaining the Federation when we should be servicing the Burns 
world. Changes are under consideration which should bear fruit in the next few years. 

My thanks go to all who have contributed so much over the last year, particularly to the many 
members in the United States who put so much time and effort into organising the highly successful 
conference in Annapolis, Maryland, to Abe Train for his successful labours in building up the '200 
Club' and to Rita who continues to carry the Federation from day to day. 

We are indebted to the following firms and individuals for donating the prizes for our recent raffle: 
Drybrough: Esso Petroleum: J. and B. Whisky: Leicester Building Society: Patersons Shortbread: 
Philips Hamilton: Johnnie Walker, Kilmarnock: James McGinn, Kilmarnock, Allan ton Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club: Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs: Helen Mcilwraith: D. Wilson Ogilvie: John 
Inglis: Anne Gaw: Mollie Rennie. 

Membership figures were as follows: 

Number of Clubs on the Roll of the Federation as at October 1983 

Disbanded and removed 
4 Calander Burns Club 

56 Muir kirk Lapraik Burns Club 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel Burns Club 
520 Uddingston Lochlea Ladies Burns Club 
580 Cumbrae Burns Club 
753 Westmorland St. Andrews Society 
888 Vancouver Burns Club 
898 Peterlee and District Caledonian Society 
901 Cramlington Burns Club 
942 Easthouses Miners Welfare Burns Club 
952 Guildford and District Scottish Society 
990 Auldgirth Burns Club 

Re-affiliated 
553 Wolverhampton and District Caledonian Society 
774 Gloucester Scottish Society 

Affiliated during year 
1029 Killwinning Burns Club 
1030 Darlington Gaelic Society 
1031 Cramond Brig Burns Club 
1032 Croydon Burns Society 
1033 Java St. Andrew Society 
1034 Kilbrachan U.C. Burns Society 
1035 Kansas City St. Andrews Society 
1036 West Midlands District of England 
1037 Grimsby and Cleethorpes Scots Society of St. Andrew 
1038 Brisbane Caledonian Society and Burns Club 
1039 Troon Ladies Burns Club 
1040 Cowdenbeath Scots Wha' Haw Burns Club 
1041 Nanaimo Burns Club, BC, Canada 
1042 The Robert Burns Society of South Australia 
1043 Kilrnaurs Glencairn Burns Club 

354 

12 

342 

2 

15 

359 
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Number of Associate Members on Roll of the Federation at October 1983 
Removed 

Affiliated during year 

During the year the following Executive Meetings were held: 
November 1983: Kilmarnock in the Dick Institute 
March 1984: Kilmarnock in the Laigh Kirk Hall 

168 
4 

164 
31 

195 

June 1984: Gainsborough in the John Robinson Memorial Church Halls as the guests of 
No. 18 District 

Mr. J. Little, Hamilton, Ontario, moved adoption of the Secretary's report seconded by Mr. G. Mudie, Coventry 845. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
The Convener of Finance Mr. T. Mcilwraith submitted the statement of accounts. Commenting on it, he noted that because the 1983 Conference had been held overseas, the usual surplus had not been possible. The Executive had run a raffle to meet the consequent deficit in the Ordinary Fund and this had netted over £3,000. He was pleased to announce that Esso Petroleum had kindly agreed to sponsor the 1985 Schools Competitions. 

Mr. A. Mcivor moved adoption of the Finance Report seconded by Mr. Morrison of Kansas City. 

BURNS CHRONICLE REPORT 
The 1985 edition of the Burns Chronicle is slightly bigger than the previous year's and is priced at £3. If we sell every copy we publish at this price we would barely break even. 30 years ago 3,800 copies were produced and in spite of war-time conditions every copy was sold. Now we sell less than 3,000. l have visited Burns Clubs and been horrified to find members who had never heard of the Burns Chronicle! I jlppeal to secretaries to show their copy to their members. If we could increase the print run we would have no problems. We must remember that it is the Chronicle that enables members to maintain contact with happenings in the Burns world. 

Changes are on the way and the Executive has spent much time debating the Chronicle and its future. There are two schools of thought: one is that club reports should be hived off to form a separate publication thus freeing the Chronicle for more editorial material. I have enough material to fill the Chronicle three times over and such a separate Chronicle would be far more attractive to commercial outlets. The other school of thought says no, we must not meddle with a publication listed since 1891 and in any case this was tried and failed. I have looked at the Chronicle of 1950-not a thing about Burns, Scottish Literature or culture. Had the Chronicle of 1950 been a Burns Chronicle it would have succeeded. I would like you to think this over very seriously-do we continue with the Chronicle as it is here or seperate it from the club directory? 
You will see in the report from Wilson Ogilvie the centenary volume is well ahead. It is now complete and with the printer-no further contributions are required. The book will be bigger than the Chronicle and have an attractive cover. Such a history of our movement should be attractive to everyone who is affiliated to the Federation. Aii our members must be encouraged to support this very worthwhile effort. 
In conclusion can I remind the delegates from Australia that I will be visiting that continent in 1986 and be willing to visit clubs during my stay. 

JAMES A. MACKAY 

Mr. Robert Pine moved adoption of the Burns Chronicle Report seconded by Mr. W. Holman, London No. 1. 
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SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

The rather unhappy tale of school closures and dwindling rolls continues, but despite the daunting 
practical difficulties faced by schools at present an active interest is still maintained in the Burns 
Federation's Schools Competitions, especially in the Primary Departments. In certain areas some 
schools have ceased to participate but this loss has been more than counter-balanced by the addition 
of schools taking part for the first time or returning to the fold. One significant factor here has been 
changes in the headship of schools. I am pleased to report that the number of schools taking part this 
year is 760, an increase of four from the 1983 figure. 

The Federation greatly appreciates the co-operation and the assistance given by Head Teachers and 
Staffs in the administration of the competitions, and it is most refreshing to learn from the letters 
received that the level of enthusiasm displayed by pupils and teachers is high. One Head Teacher 
wrote expressing thanks for additional certificates sent saying, 'I was taken by surprise at the great 
response to the Burns Song competition, hence the need for extra certificates. We had 150 taking part 
in the Recitation and 100 in the Singing with 20 doing a duet. It was lovely!' Another from Arbroath 
commented, 'The Primary 7's particularly enjoyed working for the literature examination.' All 
sections of the competitions were well supported although the response from the Secondary Schools in 
the Scottish Music section was a trifle disappointing. 

There has been a constant flow of correspondence during the year with the seemingly inevitable 
spate of late applications. There have been encouraging developments in overseas schools and we have 
been able to assist the Mystic Highland Pipe Band of Connecticut, Mr. Edward Clinton, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Mr. Turnbull, Winnipeg, Alan Booth Annapolis and Mr. Skipper of Tallahassee, Florida. 

STATISTICS 
Recitation 

95,274 

Scottish Literature 
(Written) 

13,760 

Singing 

22,538 
Total number of competitors 
No. of Competing Schools: 
No. of Certificates Awarded: 

ART COMPETITION 

Accompanying 

591 

Scottish 
Music 
1,528 
141,205 

760 
12,211 

Individual 
Project Work 

7,586 

The 1984 Art Competition brought quite a healthy response from Primary Schools (647 entries 
from 38 schools) but regretably no entries were received from Secondary schools this year. 

'Hallowe'en' and 'A Scene or Incident from Scottish History' were the alternative subjects set and 
the majority of the pupils opted for the later. The topics chosen covered a wide field but the favourite 
choices included William Wallace, Robert the Bruce, Bannockburn, the '45 Rebellion, the Massacre 
of Glencoe, Burke and Hare, the Battle of Largs and the Hanging of Captain Porteus, although one 
enterprising pupil sought to bring the historical record up to date by depicting an oil-rig in operation. 
Several striking entries showed an imaginative approach and an effective use of colour. As is 
customery the Prize-winners recieved book tokens, and merit certificates were awarded to those pupils 
whose entries reached the appropriate standard. 

Prizewinners 
lst Marion Brockie 
2nd Ian Miller 
3rd Margaret Ann Burnett 
4th Colin Sanaghan 
5th Gary Bradley 

Commended 
Isla Davidson 
Vicky Dewar 
Isobel Daitchenko 
William McCartney 
Mark McKay 

Primary Schools 
Wellbrae Primary School, Forfar 
Park Place Primary School, Dundee 
Lochgelly West Primary School, Lochgelly 
Milton of Balgonie Primary School, Markinch 
St. Anthony's Primary School, Armadale 

Wellbrae Primary School, Ballantrae, Girvan 
Ballantrae Primary School, Ballantrae, Girvan 
Deneden Primary School, Cardenden 
St. Mary's Primary School, Saltcoats 
Dalrymple Primary School, Stranraer 

111 



l 

The smooth and efficient operation of the Bums Federation's Schools Competitions largely 
depends on the willing co-operation of many people in different spheres, the Education Authorities, 
the Head Teachers and their staffs and not least the printers. The Federation Executive greatly ap
preciate the invaluable assistance given so unreservedly. 

I am delighted to report that Essa Petroleum UK has agreed to donate £1,500 towar.ds the running 
of the 1985 schools competitions. Mrs. McLauchlan of Beal, Yorkshire, has donated a trophy in 
memory of her husband and Mr. Kingan of Dumfries had donated £500 for competition work. 

Much useful and rewarding work is performed by many Bums Clubs and Associations in their 
efforts to make the children more fully aware of the richness of their Scottish Heritage. Although 
quite a number take the time and trouble to supply details of the programme followed many do not, 
which is a pity: It would be of great interest and value to the Federation to receive information 
regarding the extent and nature of their involvement in this direction. The undemoted are to be 
thanked for the interesting and informative reports submitted. 

Alamo Burns Club, Paisley Bums Club, Alloway Bums Club, Ayr Burns Club, Allanton Jolly 
Beggars Burns Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Bowhill People's Burns Club and Lochgelly Centre, 
Irvine Lasses' Bums Club, Larkhall Burns Club, Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs, Southern 
Scottish Counties Burns Association, Symington Burns Club, Stonehouse Burns Club. 

In conclusion I should like to record my appreciation of the help and guidance given by the 
President, the Hon. Secretary, the Assistant Secretary and the members of the Schools Competitions 
Committee. 

JAMES GLASS 

Mr. Gowans, Lochee Burns Club, Dundee, said his club had also run competitions and he 
congratulated Mr. Glass on his report. He moved its adoption and was seconded by Mr. D. Mackay, 
Griffin 939. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMMITTEE REPORT 
It is appropriate that the Council should meet in Stirling University with its long record of support for 
Scottish Literature. 

The Scottish Literature Committee plays a very important part in the work of the Burns Federation, 
being involved in all matters which involve publication. Our main remit is however the publication of 
the 'Chronicle' and as usual we feel it has reached a very high standard of excellence under the highly 
professional editorship of Jim Mackay. We lean very heavily on Jim in this matter and to him the 
production of the 'Chronicle' is more a labour of love than a job. 

Changes in the 'Chronicle' will soon be inevitable, however, created by ever escalating printings 
costs and lower demand for the annual journal among club members than your committee would have 
hoped. Increasingly this is becoming a real disappointment to your committee. This basic problem 
will be considered in depth by our new high-powered Management Committee in whom we have full 
confidence. I must suggest we consider dividing the saleable article from what is really a club directory 
and house magazine. That is where the future lies if the 'Chronicle' is to break even and even make 
money. Your committee will consider this matter long and hard and will liaise with the new 
Management Committee. 

The Centenary Book to be published next year will be really worthwhile and we hope that it will be 
attractive to commercial outlets. 

The updated Federation leaflet certainly helps our image, and includes an authoritative history of 
the movement. These are free so please procure as many as you require from Kilmarnock, circulating 
them in libraries, bookshops, tourist offices, historic buildings or anywhere that they could reach 
potential members or clubs. A reas example is shown by distinguished Burnsian business man Noel 
Dinwiddie of Dumfries who has numerous enquiries and orders for Bums material each year. Every 
customer or enquirer also receives a Federation leaflet! 

The Ayrshire Association has agreed to publish in association with the Burns Federation a 'Life of 
Burns' suitable for children. This should be available in the very near future. 

In the wider Scottish Literary field there have been some worthwhile highlights, led by the 
publication in Edinburgh of 'The New Testament in Scots' by the late Professor Lorimer. This is a 
work of great consequence, and though such a translation is three centuries too late to give the Scots 
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tongue the status it might have had, this is a Scottish literary milestone. We commend it to you, and 
would en~ourage .Yo~ to check up that your local library has copies. If not, please encourage them to 
purchase 1t. Despite its cost-probably par for the course nowadays-demand has been heavy in 'the 
touns and clachans' of Scotland. 

Rec:ntly pu?lished by ?xford was.' A Scottish Poetry', compiled by Alan Bold. It is a wide-ranging 
collection part1cular~y sm~able for children, with eye-catching illustrations. Regarding young folk and 
Burns, your committee 1s hopeful that financial assistance might become available to help in 
publishing a collection of Bums poems with introductory notes suitable for schools. 

During the spring, ITV network carried a three part dramatisation of Stevenson's 'The Master of 
Ballantrae'. 

To publicise the opening of the long distance walk-The Southern Upland Way-border TV 
produced a short feature film for network and sought my help regarding literary and historical 
associations with the route. This I appreciated and I was delighted to get some mention of Bums, 
Scott, Hogg and the Covenanters. 

During the early part of 1984 the media gave considerable publicity to Orwell's barnstorming novel 
of that name, reminding us that it was written on Jura in the Inner Hebrides. 

In closing I must thank all members of your Scottish Literature committee for their enthusiasm and 
help. As always, also, a big thank-you to Secretary Bill and Asistant Secretary Rita. 

WILSON OGILVIE 

In moving adoption of the report Mr. R. Crichton suggested more contact be maintained with other 
Language Societies and asked Mr. Ogilvie to consider this. Mr. Macfarlane, Derby 55, seconded. 

Mr. Alex Mclvor reported that Professor Donald Low of Stirling University would shortly be 
publishing a new edition of the poems contained in the first Kilmarnock Edition. 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 
The statue of Burns unveiled on Irvine Muir in 1896 depicts a thick-set figure with enigmatic ex
pression looking towards the centre of the old Royal Burgh, the poet of the people standing on a 
solitary plinth wishfully yearning for the noise, bustle and bachanalia of the seaport he knew. 

January 1984 in that same town saw another memorial unveiled, one which would doubtless have 
been dearer to the Poet's heart-A living memorial-One where people eat, sleep, indulge in the 
labours, pleasures and vicissitud~s of life and all, eyen today, touched by that aura of Burns' passing. 

The Glasgow Venne!, or Smiddy Bar as the poet would better know it, now lovingly restored, not 
only recreates the atmosphere of the flax dressing shop where Burns slaved and of the lodgings kept by 
his rascally partner and half-uncle Wm. Peacock. It also recalls an era in Scotland's story, the crucible 
that formed the Poet. 

The restored Heckling House incorporates an audio-visual display of the heckling-the flaxdressing 
craft. The actual room where the Poet lodged, slept and wrote, oft-times in despair and despondency 
is being set up. Through the Venne! itself passed all the goods from the Port-to be conveyed by pack
horse the 25 miles to Glasgow. 65,000 tons of coal passed each year, cut from the Burgh's pits, bound 
for Ireland. Linens and fine embroidered garments vyed with the prolific, but clandestine cargoes, 
mainly grain, sometimes Cognac, forming another major industry-the smuggling trade. 

The Glasgow Venne! forms a living, working memorial to our National Bard. 
The Glenbervie Burns Memorial Association are engaged on an artistic project in connection with 

the Gardenstoun Arms Hotel (The Boar's Head) at Laurencekirk, where the Poet stayed on his 
Northern tour. It is a calligraphically executed tablet incorporating prints of Burns and Lord Gar
denstone, the Arms of Burns and the Garden family of which Lord Gardenstone was a descendant 
and showing a Genealogical Connection between Bums and Lord Gardenstone. . 

The Hamilton (Ontario) Club intend to restore the Monument at Guelph, O?tano where Isabe.lla 
Feguson Brown (born New Abbey, Kirkcudbright, 13th December 1859, a~d died Guelph, On.tano, 
8th May 1870) is interred. She was the grand-daughter of Robert Burns (Jumor). A further remmder, 
if any be needed that Scots in Scotland have no exclusive claim to the Poet's memory. 

An exciting s~heme to encourage children to use 'the Burns Trail' has been started by the Tourist 
Board. Each link in the Burns chain-the museums-have a stamp which is used to frank a child's 
Heritage Trail Log Book. On completion the card is exchanged for a much sought after sleeve badge. 
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The purpose is not only to interest the young and future Burnsians, but to remind the complacent 
adults, curators and officials that their especial care is but a link in the Burns story and their duty is to 
encourage people to visit the other haunts of the Poet. 

The cost of the St. Giles' Window is now estimated at £45,000. When the original quotation was 
£12,000 the Federation had appealed for £25,000 and has now in fact raised £32,000. The window will 
be installed in the spring of 1985 and the Federation should now support the St. Giles' authorities in 
making a final world-wide appeal. 

SAMUEL K. GAW 

Mr. R. Gordon moved adoption of the report and Mr. C. Kelman, Peterhead, seconded. 
Mr. N. Dinwiddie reported that Nithsdale District Council had planted a Burns Garden, which 

contains all the plants Burns spoke about, at the Mausoleum in Dumfries. 

PUBLICITY REPORT 
Over the past year the Federation has received some media coverage. The Conference in Annapolis 
was reported both by press and TV. The other main event which attracted interest was the presence of 
Toshio Namba at Stirling University to receive his doctorate. The Glasgow Association have again 
manned the Burns Federation tent at the Pipe Band Championships. I have no doubt about the value 
of this kind of exercise from a publicity point of view. Members must make use of the centenary to 
publicise the Federation. The local press should be notified of all events commemorating the first 100 
years of the Federation. The dedication of the St. Giles' Window and the St. Andrews Service in 
December will also attract attention. It has been suggested that the Federation produce first day 
covers for the Annual Conference in September and arrange a one-day frank to commemorate the 
centenary of the first meeting of the Federation. These ideas will be pursued. 

GEORGE ANDERSON 

Mr. David Watt, Glasgow Masonic, moved adoption of the Publicity Report, seconded by Mr. 
John Smith, Coalsnaughton. 

Mr. Murray Blair supported Mr. Anderson's approach and suggested the Federation's motto might 
be 'Come Alive in '85 '. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
The following Office-Bearers were appointed. 

President: 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 
Hon. Secretary & Treasurer 
Assistant Secretary 
Schools Competitions 
Hon. Editor 
Publicity 
Hon. Presidents 

John Inglis, Irvine 
D. Wilson Ogilvie, Dumfries 
James Conner, London, Ontario 
William A. Anderson, Kilmarnock 
Mrs. Rita Turner, Kilmarnock 
James Glass, Ayr 
James A. Mackay, Dumfries 
George Anderson, Glasgow 
James Davie, Huddersfield 
John Nicol, Fallin 

Motion from Bowhill Peoples Burns Club: 
'that Bowhill Burns Club (803) charge the Burns Federation to promote and publish a book of Burns 
Poems and songs within two years'. 

After a lengthy discussion the Executive Committee were instructed to look into the viability of 
producing a volume of Burns poems. 
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Motion from Lanarkshire Association: 
'that Clause 5(b) of the Constitution and Rules should now read 
5(b) (i) 'Clubs and Societies outwith the United Kingdom may be represented by proxy at the 

Conference. 
(ii) 'Clubs and Societies within the United Kingdom may be represented by proxy when the 

Conference is held outwith the United Kingdom.' 
It was generally agreed that this alteration to the consititution was necessary to put the clubs in the 

United Kingdom on the same footing as overseas clubs. Mr. T. Paterson moved adoption, seconded 
by Mr. A. Train and the motion was passed by a two-thirds majority. 

Motion from Executive Committee: 
'that the word "without" in the last line of page 3 of the Constitution and Rules be replaced by the 
word "with".' 

This motion failed to win support. 

Next Conference: 
Mr. W. Holman extended an invitation to hold the 1985 Conference in the Imperial College of 
Science, London, on 13th, 14th and 15th September. This was accepted. 

The Burns Federation was presented with a cheque for £100 from Bolton Burns Club and £100 from 
San Diego Burns Club. 

Dr. Connor invited the Conference to hold its 1989 meeting in London, Ontario. Mr. John Little 
reminded delegates that in 1981 the Conference had been invited to hold the 1988 Conference in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

The Annual General Meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND 
lst May, 1983 to 

INCOME 

Annual Subscriptions: 
Current .......................................................... . 
Arrears .......................................................... . 
Advance ......................................................... . 
Associate Members ................................................. . 

Affiliation Fees ...................................................... . 
Diplomas ........................................................... . 
Badges .................................................. ············ 
Burns Check ........................................................ . 
Raffle ............................................................. . 
Donations .......................................................... . 
Miscellaneous ....................................................... . 
200Club ........................................................... . 
Cassettes ........................................................... . 
Transfer from Reserve Fund ............................................ . 
Administration-Literature and Central Funds .............................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
Overspent at 30/4/84 .................................................. . 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
National Savings Income Bonds ......................................... . 
Burns Chronicle: 

Sales to members ................................................... . 
Sales to Trade ..................................................... . 
Advertisements .................................................... . 

A Scots Kist-Sales ................................................... . 
Royalties ................................................ . 

A Scots Handset-Sales . ............................................... . 
Bairnsangs . ......................................................... . 
Burns Federation Song Book ............................................ . 
Other Books .......................................... .' ............. . 
Donations .......................................................... . 
Transfer from Central Fund ............................................ . 
National Savings Bonds ................................................ . 
Deposit Account Interest ............................................... . 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
£7 ,600 8 Y. % Treasury Stock 

1987 /90 at cost .......................................... . 
£6,000 National Saving Income Bonds ..................................... . 
Treasury Stock Interest ................................................ . 
National Savings Bonds ................................................ . 
Deposit Account Interest ............................................... . 
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ORDINARY 

£2,053.57 
142.00 
88.00 

624.70 
24.00 
40.00 

346.00 
226.00 
215.99 
272.69 

4.00 
900.00 

5.00 
1,700.00 

300.00 
0.70 

2,120.48 

£9,063.13 

SCOTTISH 

£0.04 
20,000.00 

2,984.78 
484.71 

1,072.90 
68.50 

106.42 
16.95 
43.70 

240.98 
342.88 
130.00 
465.00 

2,263.00 
25.86 

£28,245.72 

CENTRAL 

£373.91 

6,706.00 
6,000.00 

617.00 
678.88 

13.95 

£14,389.74 



EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 
30th April, 1984 

FUND 
EXPENDITURE 

Overspent at 1/5/83 .................................................. . 
Salary and National Insurance ........................................... . 
Post. .............................................................. . 
Stationery and Printing ................................................ . 
Bank Charges ....................................................... . 
Wreaths ................................. · ........................... . 
Burns Check ........................................................ . 
Secretary's Expenses ............................. , .................... . 
Badges ............................................................. . 
Raffle ............................................................. . 
Insurance .......................................................... . 
Past President's Badge ................................................ . 
Burns Federation Leaflets .............................................. . 
Cassettes and Records ................................................. . 
Pipe Band Stall ...................................................... . 

LITERATURE FUND 

A Scots Kist . ...................................................... · · · 
A Scots Handset ..................................................... . 
Other Books ........................................................ . 
Scho?ls. Competitions: 

Pnntmg .......................................................... . 
Expenses ............................................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Burns Chronicle: 
Printing .......................................................... . 
Editor's Allowances and VAT .......................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Editor's Expenses .............................. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Al n':f~lst;;tl~~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 .......................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
National Savings Income Bonds ......................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

FUND 

Administration .................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Transfer to Literature Fund ............ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ' · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 ................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
£7 ,600 8 Y. % Treasury Stock 1987 /90 at cost. ....... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
£6,000 National Savings Income Bonds .......... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

£2,301.78 
4,311.50 

833.49 
287.74 
107.44 
25.50 

221.36 
3.30 

298.08 
288.25 

58.50 
47.19 

161.00 
30.60 
87.40 

£9,063.13 

58.50 
45.63 

383.16 

1,075.88 
174.62 

£5,450.00 
575.00 

82.36 
250.00 
150.00 

0.57 
20,000.00 

£28,245.72 

150.00 
465.00 

1,068.74 
6,706.00 
6,000.00 

£14,389.74 
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CENTRAL FUND-ST. GILES 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
Tax Refund ......................................................... . 
Donations .......................................................... . 
Deposit Receipt Interest. ............................................... . 
Deposit Account Interest ............................................... . 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
Jean Armour Burns Houses: 

Conference Collection ............................................... . 
Donation ......................................................... . 

National Memorial and Cottage Homes: 
Conference Church Collection ......................................... . 
Donation .......................................................... . 

Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

£21,108.21 
651.00 
169.86 

1,016.71 
65.49 

£23,011.27 

GENERAL 

9.83 

452.76 
10.00 

81.94 
50.00 
0.85 

£605.38 

JOCKDYALL 

Balance atl/5/83 
£1, 500 8 Yi% Treasury Stock 

at cost ......................................................... . 
Interest ............................................................ . 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
Stock realised ....................................................... . 
Transfer from J. Dyall Bequest .......................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
Annapolis Conference ................................................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 

£1,475.57 
89.26 

£1,564.83 

OVERSEAS 

£673.62 
1,135.62 

89.26 
32.73 

£1,931.23 

RESERVE 

£2,244.90 
12,240.50 

17.26 

£14,502.66 
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CATHEDRAL RESTORATION APPEAL 

Interim payment to St. Giles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £18,238.78 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 772.49 

APPEALS FUND 

Paid to National Memorial Homes ....................................... . 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 ................................................... . 

BEQUEST 

Transfer to Visits Fund ................................................. . 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 
£1,500 8 Y:z % Treasury Stock 

at cost ......................................................... . 

VISITS FUND 

Annapolis Conference ...................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 ............................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

FUND 

Annapolis Conference .............. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Conference Presentations ........ ·· .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Transfer to Ordinary Fund ........... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Balance at 30/ 4/84 ................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

£23,011.27 

50.00 
555.38 

£605.38 

£89.26 

1,475.57 

£1,564.83 

752.00 
£1,179.23 

£1,931.23 

12,726.23 
41.97 

1,700.00 
34.46 

£14,502.66 
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CLUB NOTES 

0. Kilmarnock Burns Club. Annual Supper held in the Howard Park Hotel , 
Kilmarnock , on 25th January 1985, the Anniversary Dinner was treated to one of the best 
toasts to the ' Immortal Memory' of recent years. The proposer of the toast was Lord Ross 
of Marnock who delighted the company with the apparent spontaneity and undoubted 
sincerity and background knowledge with which he imparted his toast. The toast of 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by the Rev John Weir Cook, Henderson Church, Kilmarnock, and 
the reply was given by Miss Sheona Cameron and both persons were also well received by 
those present. Songs and readings sustained a most enjoyable evening which was well 
chaired by the Club President Mrs Peggy Thomson . 

The Club's St . Andrew's Day Dinner took place on 30th November 1984 in the Howard 
Park Hotel , Kilmarnock . The principal toast 'Auld Scotia' was proposed by the Rev 
Melville Schofield, Laigh Church, Kilmarnock , and in his usual way he entertained and 
captivated his audience by his words. The toast 'Auld Killie ' was proposed by Douglas 
Burgess and to this Provost Tom Ferguson of Kilmarnock and Loudoun District Council 
replied . This too was an excellent Club function , the whole evening being presided over 
by Mrs Peggy Thomson, the Club's President. 

ALASDAIR M. GORDON. 

President Peggy Thomson, Committee and Guests at the Kilmarnock Burns Club annual dinner. 
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I. The Burns Club of London. Once again I have to report a decrease in numbers 
attending our annual dinner, the high prices ruling in London's West End probably 
keeping some of our regulars away. But the 130 members and friends who attended voted 
the evening an outstanding success, and so too did our Hon. Treasurer. The welcome to 
the assembled company by President Dorothy Williams was delivered in her usual 
charming style, and included Longfel\ow's 120-year-old eulogy to the 'Dear Ghost' of 
Robert Burns. Hugh Douglas author of several books about the Bard, presented an 
'Immortal Memory' of outstanding quality, and was given a standing ovation. Fred 
Wilkinson, floral artist (he even does the flower arrangements for Buckingham Palace) 
proposed a kindly, sensitive toast to 'The Lasses', wittily responded to by Merida 
Drysdale of the National Trust for Scotland. Our Vice-President, John Stearn, 
maintained the high standard of eloquence in toasting 'Our Guests' and Finlay J. 
Macdonald's reply gave an appreciative company many a laugh. Catherine Foster, 
accompanied by Gordon Kirkwood, sang most sweetly a fine selection of Burns songs, 
Hon. Piper John Campbell was his usual competent self; Walter Watson bashed the 
haggis with truly poetic fervour and Past President Robert Gibson voiced a sincere 
appreciation to al\ the back-stage personnel. 

You may recal\ that I told you last year that we were looking forward to a great year 
under our first lady President. What you didn't know was that I had my fingers crossed 
behind my back at the time. Wei\; believe me, there was no need for that superstitious 
gesture, Dorothy Williams has had a fine term of office, adding distinction to the Club's 
long history. Among the excel\ent evenings arranged by her were Rick Gowans on 
'Discovering Burns', John Stearn on 'Burns the Volunteer'. (this was our annual William 
Wills Memorial Lecture) Murray Macdougall on 'Riding the Marches', and a visit from 
Alan Roger, Vice-President of the National Trust for Scotland. 

We have, of course, been rather pre-occupied with preparations and money-raising for 
the Conference in September, at the Imperial Col\ege of Science and Technology, 
London. Wally Holman and Alan Brown (the latter now in America) set the ball arolling, 
and the response to our appeal has been quite wonderful. Our warmest thanks go to 
everyone who has helped, or is still helping this quite small Club to stage the biggest event 
in its 117-year history. We are very happy to report that Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother has honoured the Conference by conferring on it her Royal Patronage. 

JIMMY MASON 

2. Alexandria Burns Club. Due to the absence of President James Gallacher through 
ill health, Vice-President John Wood welcomed 150 members and guests to the Annual 
Festival of Alexandria Burns Club, held in the Griffin Hotel, Alexandria, on 26th 
January, 1985. The Haggis, bravely borne by Alistair McDonald, was piped in by Pipe 
Major Donald McDermid and addressed by Jim Archibald who also recited 'Tam O' 
Shanter' and 'Sic a Wife as Willie Had'. The 'Immortal Memory', proposed by Club 
member Alex Green, demonstrated once again, the depth of knowledge and 
thoroughness of preparation for which Alex is noted, and was warmly and enthusiastically 
received with a standing ovation. C. Noel Glen proposed the toast 'John Barleycorn', 
Tom Connelly gave his usual inimitable version of 'San~s & Clat.ter' a~d the Reverend 
Ian Miller proposed the toast, 'The Lasses'. A new mtroduct1.on this year was the 
Secretary proposing a toast to 'Deceased Me1!1bers'. Our t~ree smgers, John McLean, 
Bob Harvey and Alex Miller performed to thelf usual very h1g~ standard and were most 
ably accompanied on the piano by Andrew Lockhart. The evening was brought to a close 
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by Peter McLaren who proposed the toast 'The Artistes', with his usual sincerity and 
humour. 

A special innovation at this years supper was a presentation to two of our longest 
serving members. A crystal decanter was presented to Bill Bardsley who has been our 
accompanist on the piano for approximately 30 years, and a colour television set was 
presented to John Barton who had decided to retire from the position of Secretary after a 
period of 34 years in office. John's father had previously been secretary for a period of24 
years-a combined total of 58 years of service for which the members of the Club gave a 
resounding and hearty vote of thanks. It was also announced that both John and Bob 
Armstrong, who had served as Club President for a period of 28 years, would be made 
Honorary Vice-Presidents of the Club. 

A St. Andrew's Night was held in The Masonic Lodge, Alexandria, when the toast to 
'Scotland' was in the very capable hands of Peter McLaren. As usual, the rest of the 
evening's entertainment, including recitations and songs, was provided by various 
members of the Club, which once again demonstrated the depth of talent we have 
available for evenings such as these. 

BRIAN G. BENSON 

5. Ercildoune Burns Club. Our Club, having been instituted in 1885, was celebrating 
its Centenary at its Annual Supper held in the Delrion Suite of the Red Lion Hotel, 
where it first started. Approximately 74 people attended. The Haggis was piped in by Mr 
Chisholm and was carried in by Mr I. Mitchell. Chairman J. Irvine gave the address to the 
Haggis. The company then enjoyed the traditional meal. After the meal the greetings 
cards were read by Rosemary Irvine, Secretary. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr 
J.B. Wilson, Kelso. The toast 'Our Club' was given by Provost A. Tulley, Chairman of 
Ettrick and Lauderdale. The reply was given by Mr I. Mitchell. Mr T. Warwick Roberton 
gave the toast 'The Lasses'. The reply was given by Mrs A. Gilchrist. Mrs I. Polson, 
proposed the toast 'The Borders'. Entertainers were Mrs Gilchrist, Mrs Kay, Mrs 
Leishman, Mrs McLeod, Mr Brydon, Mr Skea, Mr Paton, Mr Stafford and Mr Chisholm. 
Mr J. Rae gave the votes of thanks. The evening ended with the singing of 'Auld Lang 
Syne'. 

Two social evenings were held during the year. One on 25th May, the other on 14th 
September. Both in the Delrion Suite. The Ash Loan Dance Band played at both 
functions and at the September one a slide show of the Burns Heritage Trail was given by 
Mr I Mitchell with musical accompaniment by Mrs Gilchrist, Mrs Polson and Mr 
Sandilands. Both were very enjoyable evenings. 

ROSEMARY IRVINE 

10. Dumbarton Burns Club. The 126th Annual Supper was held in Dumbuck Hotel on 
25th January when 130 members and friends were present. In keeping with tradition, 
President Bill Jones proposed the 'Immortal Memory', the theme of which was the 
language of Burns. A very humorous toast to 'The Lasses' was given by ex-President Bill 
Hendry and the laughter was kept going by the Secretary when he recited one of his own 
poems called 'The Deil and Doctor Goldie'. The Annual Appeal by David Wilson raised 
the record sum of £360 and was donated to Jean Armour Burns Houses, the National 
Memorial and Cottage Homes and Erskine Hospital Burns Supper Fund. 
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President Bill Jones presided over a company of 120 at the St. Andrew's Night Dinner, 
held in Dumbuck Hotel on Friday, 30th November. The principal toast was given by 
Maurice Lindsay, well known Scots writer and broadcaster, whose theme was the hybrid 
of the Scots and what Scotland means to its people. James D. Smith, ex Town Clerk of 
Dumbarton and one of the longest serving members of the Club, gave a witty and 
complimentary toast to 'The Lasses'. Entertainment was ably provided by Sheila Rae, 
Crispin Allen and Bill Hendry. A humorous and comprehensive vote of thanks by 
Vice-President Peter McLaughlin rounded off a very successful evening. 

JAMES L. HEMPSTEAD 

13. St. Andrews Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Russacks Marine Hotel, 
St. Andrews on 25th January, 1985. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the 
President, the Reverend Peter Douglas, B.Sc. 

Prizes for singing and verse were awarded to pupils of Madras College and local 
primary schools. 

DAVID REED 

14. Dundee Burns Club The 125th Burns Supper of the Club was held in our 
Clubrooms, with excellent support from the members. The President started the evening 
by toasting' Absent Friends'. The Haggis, piped in by A. Bain, was addressed with verve 
and vigour by J. Stewart. Our President E. Bonnar gave a felicitious and scholarly 
'Immortal Memory' and through this commemoration the company indulged our national 
pride in Robert Burns. D. Graham, brought 'Tam O' Shanter' to life in his own inimitable 
style, this, coupled with songs and recitations helped us to celebrate in true traditional 
style. In his vote of thanks to the President, B. McPhee, spoke with warm affection, 
paying tribute to the tender sentiment expressed in his address. Before leading the 
company in 'Scots Wha Hae' and' Auld Lang Syne' the President thanked those congenial 
co-operating spirits who worked and struggled together to secure the evenings success, 
and in the name of the Club thanked all for their presence. 

Our heritage was celebrated on St. Andrew's Night with the fare and entertainment of 
Scots arrangement, but during our Club Dinner the members self expression was, in some 
cases, surprisingly professional. Regretfully I wish to record the passing of two of our 
older members and staunch supporters of the Club, Mr John McLean our Librarian and 
Mr Gordon Jones. Both are sadly missed. 

JAMES M. CLARKE 

15. Belfast Burns Association. At an Annual Burns Supper in Edenmore Hotel, the 
guest speaker was the Ulster poet Michael Longley, who ~roposed the toast the 
'Immortal Memory'. The soloist was Miss Anne Stokes. A beautiful Tyrone crystal vase, 
given by the president Mr James Marsh, was raffled, and the proceeds sent to the Save 
the Children Fund 'Famine in Africa Appeal'. 

The Association continued to meet during the year and the meetings included a very 
enjoyable musical evening; an illustrated slide tour of Scotland; slid~s 'In the Steps of 
Robert Burns' and a bus run to the Silent Valley and Newcastle, where The Mountains of 
Mourne Sweep Down to the Sea.' 

MRS MARGARET A. STOKES 
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President of Belfast Burns Association, James Marsh, with Piper John Johnston, John Bell 
and the chef of the Eden more Hotel. 

Photo : Century Newspapers 

17. Nottingham Scottish Association. On Friday 25th January 1985 our President, 
Hugh A. Thomas and his wife Evlyn welcomed 86 members and guests to our Burns 
Anniversary Dinner, held this year in the Victoria Hotel, Nottingham. The Haggis was 
piped in by Mr James A. Wilson, who had come all the way from Ayrshire, and the 
Address was given in his usual hearty style by a Past-President and Croupier for the 
evening, Mr. Robert L. Logan. The toast to the ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
Duncan Todd, also from Ayrshire, a stimulating address which was well received by an 
appreciative audience. The evening was a great success with good food, good speeches, 
Burns songs by Kathleen Dick , and 'Holy Willie's Prayer' by James Wilson. 

The other main events of the year were the President's Reception, on 4th October; St. 
Andrew's Dinner Dance on 30th November; Annual Church Service on 2nd December 
and New Years Eve Dance on 31st December. At these events Presidents of the other 
societies in the area were made welcome. 

ROBERT YOUNG 

20. Airdrie Burns Club. A note of our Centenary year functions and speakers were a 
Ceilidh on Friday 5th October 1984; St. Andrew's Dinner on Friday, 30th November 1984 
and the Toasts were as follows: 'Scotland'-Rev Dr Finlc.y A. J. Macdonald , M.A. , 
B.D. , Ph .D.; 'Lasses'-Rev John Weir Cook , M.A., B.D .; 'Music of Scotland'-lan 
Gourlay; 'Appreciation '-Ian Reid , M.A. , B .A. and the artistes were Mrs I. Dailing and Mr R. Johnston with violinist Miss L. Jollie. 
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Presidents, past and present, of Airdrie Burns Club, at their Centenary Dinner. 
Photo: Airdrie & Coatbridge Advertiser 

The Centenary Anniversary Dinner on Friday 25th January 1985 and the toasts were as 
follows: 'The Haggis'-J. D. McCulloch ; 'The Immortal Memory'-J. M. Aitkenhead, 
M.A., M.Ed.; 'The Lasses'-John Pardoe; 'The Club'-J. K. Scobbie, M.A., O .B.E.; 
'Our Guests'-Ian Reid , M.A. , B.A.; 'Appreciation'-M. Hood. The artistes were Mrs 
I. Dailing and Mr R. Johnston , with accompanist T. Maxwell Griffin , L.R.A.M; 
Piper-S. McGregor and violinist K. McLean. On this occasion everyone in attendance 
received a suitable inscribed glass, as a gift from the Monklands District Council, and a 
centenary tie from the Club. An interesting innovation was, that the whole event was 
taped by Hospital Radio Monklands , and after editing was replayed to patients in the 
local General Hospital. 

There Was a Man: 15th & 16th February 1985. Burns came to Airdrie-perhaps not 
Burns himself, but a pretty close characterisation in the person of Peter Lincoln, in the 
Act One Production written by Tom Wright and directed by Russel Boyce. The company 
came to Airdrie to help celebrate our Centenary with the help of the Scottish Arts 
Council and local Airdrie Arts Guild. 

The Other Dear Charmer-14th/16th March 1985. As a gesture to Airdrie Burns Club 
in this historic year, the local company , the Airdrie Methodist Players , chose for their 
spri ng production, Robert Kemp's celebrated play. The theme of this is Burns's famous 
love affair with the upper class Edinburgh beauty, Mrs McLehose , who appears in the 
Burns story as Clarinda. Mrs McLehose was the Nancy of 'Ae Fond Kiss'. 

An evening of Scottish music and song in association with the Monklands Light Opera 
Society was held in May. 

MA1THEW HOOD 
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21. Greenock Burns Club. The Club held its Annual Celebration Dinner in the 
Tontine Hotel, Greenock, on 25th January 1985. There was an attendance of 139. The 
President, Mr Robert Peat was in the chair. Our piper Mr Tom Mutch , piped in the 
Haggis which was addressed by respected local entertainer, Mr David Bowie, who was 
celebrating his own eightieth birthday as well as Rab's. Our principal speaker was Dr 
Farquhar Macintosh whose wit and knowledge delighted us. A witty though chauvinistic 
toast to 'The Lasses' was given by the Rev John Banks. Lawyer Jennifer Ross replied. 
Local headmaster, David Bannister proposed a well-researched toast to the Club. Senior 
Vice-President, George Couper gave an apt reply. Bard Mabel Irving gave the vote of 
thanks in verse. Music was provided by Mr John Bell and his singers enhanced the 
evening. 

Our St. Andrew's Night Dinner, also held in the Tontine, was another happy evening. 
The Rev Margaret Currie proposed the toast to St. Andrew in a clever and witty speech. 
The toast to 'Scots Abroad' was given by Mr Findlay McQuarrie of the National Trust, a 
most interesting speech. The weel-kent and respeckit San Gaw gave a humorous reply. 
The Bard summarised the proceedings in verse and George Couper ably gave the vote of 
thanks. Musical director, John Bell , organised a programme of songs. 

Our well-attended October meeting took the form of an illustrated talk on the Burns 
Country by the inimitable Rev James Currie-a memorable evening. 

Dr J. McKendrick, Director of 'Waverley Excursions' evoked nostalgia for days 'Doon 

At Greenock's annual celebration were (back row) Piper Tom Mutch, George Couper (Senior 
VP), Mrs Jane McGilp (Secretary). David Bowie, William Wood (Treasurer) and Mabel Irving 
(Bard and Junior.VP); (front row) Rev John Banks, Dr Farquhar Macintosh (Hon. President). 
Robert Peat (President), Provost Sir Simpson Stevenson, Jennifer Ross and David Bannister. 

Photo : Norman Burniston, Greenock 
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the watter', in November. February's night with the Brisbane Singers was a night to 
remember. In ~arch Miss Joy Monteith, Greenock's Librarian, gave an illustrated talk 
on 'Inverclyde m the Past', not to be forgotten. In this Centenary year the Club is holding 
a service in the Old West Kirk, in whose kirkyard Highland Mary lay until re-interred in 
Greenock Cemetery. 

Our Burns Room in the Watt Library is taking shape under the hands of librarian to the 
Club, Alistair Hewit, Secretary, Jane McGilp and a team of enthusiasts. 

We look forward to the Federation Centenary in London, remembering that Colin 
Rae-Brown, ex-President of the Greenock Club founded the London Club and his 
signature heads the list in the Federation's original document. 

MABEL A. IRVING 

22. Edinburgh Burns Club. The Edinburgh Burns Club joined the Scottish Anti
Common Market Council to celebrate the birthday. In the Chair was retired solicitor, T. 
Graham Salmon, leading light of S.A.A.C. and a member of this Club. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was by writer, Forbes MacGregor who has just published a best-seller, Famous 
Scots. Mr MacGregor is a member. 

In his erudite tribute, Forbes MacGregor traced the highland ancestry of Burns from 
1645, when Walter Taigh-an-Uiltt, (in English Walter Burnhouse) was a well-known 
Gaelic Bard. This Walter Burnhouse was well-built, dark and handsome, related to the 
outlawed MacGregors, had to flee from Argyll, following its devastation by Montrose, 
and was the great-great-great grandfather of Robert. His descendents, under the name of 
Burness, were tenant-farmers in Glen Bervie, and produced poems and songs, 
'remarkable for depth of feeling and technical perfection' according to Sorley MacLean. 
Forbes MacGregor's grandfather was the close friend of Burns' grandchildren in 
Dumfries, 1854-59, and Forbes has unpublished material from this musical friendship. 
This 'Immortal Memory' was well-received amid tumultuous applause. The Haggis was 
piped in by our Secretary, and as a result of the excellent programme of Burns songs and 
poems, a number of guests joined the Club. 

ALAN B. CAMERON 

26. Perth Burns Club. The Annual Dinner in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on Saturday, 
26th January, 1985 was attended by 104 members and guests and more than reached the 
high standard now expected. The evening was chaired by Immediate Past President, 
Donald G. Campbell deputising for President Rev Hector Houston who was unable to 
attend due to illness. The Haggis, piped in by Ian Dickson, carried by hotel manager 
Derek Sives, was addressed by Honorary President Donald M. Paton. The company were 
treated to an outstanding 'Immortal Memory' from Mr M. Barclay Miller, ~epute re~tor 
of Perth Academy, who took as his theme the Scots tongue and Scots m.us1c. Mr M1ll~r 
traced the background of many of the familiar Burns songs and tunes and mterspersed his 
speech with songs. An extremely humorous toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by t?e 
Rev David D. Ogston but he was matched by the capable reply from schoo~ teacher Miss 
Elspeth Laidlaw, Vice-President of the Perth Junior Chamber. The entertamm~nt was of 
the highest standard. Singers John Howie, Marion Neilson and Helen Goodison v.:ere 
accompanied.at the piano by Martin Neilson. Club Secretary Donald.N. M. Paton rec1t~d 
'Tam O' Shanter' and well-known fiddler Willie Simpson gave select10ns of the favounte 
airs. Ian Dickson gave a piping selection and a vote of thanks was propose.cl by Peter S. 
Norwell. Following the singing by the entire company of 'The Star o' Rabb1e Burns', the 
evening ended with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 
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Monthly meetings were held from September to April. Guest speakers were author Mr 
Gideon Scott May, local historian Mrs Roberta Seath and Colonel W. D. Arbuthnott of 
The Black Watch. 

The Annual Schools' Night was held in November when 22 pupils from Perth's four 
secondary schools entertained with Scots songs, music and verse. A special award was 
made to Sarah Paterson , Perth High School, who was the winner of the Perth Burns Club 
silver rosebowl for verse speaking at the 1984 Perthshire Musical Festival. 

The St. Andrew's Night celebration in the Salutation Hotel was attended by 140 
members and guests who enjoyed an evening of Scottish dancing and entertainment with 
Lowland Folk, 'Smokey' Gray, Ron Harris, Deirdre Adamson and the Glendaruel Band. 
The annual musical evening was held in March with entertainment by members and 
friends of the Club. 

In June 1984, the annual coach outing was to Ayrshire with the highlight being a visit to 
Dean Castle , Kilmarnock. The return to Perth was by way of Largs and the Clyde coast. 

In March 1985 the Club was saddened by the death of Honorary President, John Kidd. 
DONALD N. M. PATON 

Top table at Perth's annual dinner (back row) D. N. M-. Paton (Secretary). D. M. Paton (Hon. 
President), M. Barclay Miller, John Kidd (Hon. President). Rev David Ogston and P. S. 
Norwell; (front row) Miss Elspeth Laidlaw, Miss J. Norwell, D. G. Campbell (Chairman). Mrs 
M. Miller and Mrs M. Ogston. 

Photo: Richard Allan, Perth 

33. The Glasgow Haggis Club. The Annual Dinner for 1985 was held in the Hospitality 
Inn on Saturday, 26th January. This was attended by 290 members and guests and proved 
to be a very enjoyable occasion. Our chairman was our President James Kelley. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Jack House. The toast to 'The Lasses' was ably 
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given by Alastair Mclachlan and the reply was by Mrs Anna McCurley, M.P. In addition 
to the excellent speeches, entertainment was provided by ex-President David Scott, 
Cronie Cris Allen, Cronie David Sibbald and by Christine McConchie. Our artistes were 
ably accompanied by Eddie Johnstone. 

As usual we have had an excellent Spring Outing with the meal being prepared by three 
of our ex-Presidents. This included even the washing up. We visited the places of interest 
in the Mauchline area and spent an evening at the Jean Armour Burns Houses. We also 
had an excellent Golf Outing at Pollok Golf Club which developed into a Harmony later 
in the day. 

DAVID WATSON 

35. Dairy Burns Club. The 160th Annual Supper in an unbroken sequence was held in 
Dairy Community Centre on Friday 25th January, 1985. The Chairman was L. M. Smith 
and the Croupier was W. Hamilton. The following toasts were given, 'Deceased 
Members'-W. D. Walker 'Land o' Cakes'-W. Monaghan, 'Guests and Young 
Members'-G. Lammie, 'Memory of Burns'-the Chairman, 'Memory of Jean 
Armour'-the Croupier, 'Song Writers'-R. Burns. J. Hodgart replied for the guests and 
R. Barr for young members. 'Holy Willie' and 'Tam O' Shanter' were recited by T. 
Wilson and W. Wallace. Appropriate songs were sung by L. McCall and H. Hodge. 
Musical selections were played by J. Clark and G. Lammie (fiddles) and W. Sim (piano). 
The piper was R. Shuttleworth and the Haggis was addressed by G. Lammie. 

The Annual St. Andrew's Night was held in the Hotel-De-Croft, Dairy, on 15th 
November when a company of 50 members and guests had a very enjoyable night. The 
Annual School Competition was again a great success, the trophy for senior singing being 
won by Ian Fyffe with Alister Sim 2nd and Jenny Diddie 3rd. The Burns Club Cup for 
senior verse was won by Jenny Diddie and in 2nd and 3rd place were Lisa Turner and 
Alister Sim. Other prizewinners were-Junior Singing: (1) Gillian Fyffe; (2) Carolyn 
Gilbert; (3) Fiona McNeil. Junior Verse: (1) Carolyn Gilbert; (2) Gillian Fyffe; (3) 
Pauline Johnston. Primary 3 Singing: (1) Caroline Fowler; (2) Heather Rae. Primary 3 
Verse: (1) Catriona Gilbert; (2)Andrew Reid. 

W. D. WALKER 

36. Glasgow Rosebery. Our Annual Supper was a modest one in this our centenary 
year, which we plan to celebrate later. Members enjoyed the haggis, tatties and neeps and 
a pleasant evening was shared. 

The Supper was preceded by our Annual General Meeting at which our well known 
member Jimmy Simpson was elected President for this special year. 

NAN W. McKENZIE 

37. Dollar Burns Club. On Friday 25th January 1985 the Ninety Eighth Annual 
Supper was held in the Strathallan Hotel when over ninety members and their guests 
celebrated the birth of our beloved Bard. It was the end of an era and sad in some ways as 
Wallace and Moira Miller our gracious hosts for so many years made way for their Son 
Burton and Daughter-in-law Lise. The same high stan?ard we have bec_ome used to was 
maintained. May we express our sincere th~n.ks and w1s? them all ha~pmess and success 
in the future. This year's theme was Keep 1t m the Family or at least m Dollar. Andrew 
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Blance, President had his brother Ian propose the 'Immortal Memory' which he did in 
fine style. 

Last year we said goodbye to Ian Hendry Rector of the Academy. By tradition the 
Club has been honoured with many famous Presidents from the School, my favourite was 
the late Charles Dougall who wrote the Burns Country many many years ago when he 
took his bike to Dollar Station changed at Glasgow then followed Burns Footsteps 
gaining much personal and first hand information about the Man we love and honour 
today (from the cradle to the grave). We now welcome Lloyd Harrison a Yorkshire Lad 
with experience of teaching in Scotland as Rector. My impressions-we have another 
'Cracker' for Rector. It was a pleasure to advise him what we expect and he was delighted 
to accept the invitation to reply on behalf of Town and Gown, we hope he is spared what 
happened to Ian Hendry who had to propose the Main Toast on his introduction to the 
Club when the brother of our President Eddie Breegans knocked our main speaker down 
and broke his leg on the Thursday night, but Ian loyally honoured our Bard by a 
wonderful 'Immortal Memory'. 

The 13th Gala Burns Supper was held on Saturday 16th February, this was attended by 
over a hundred members and their Ladies and must go down as one of the finest Suppers 
ever held under the auspices of the Grand Auld Club. Davie Tait one of our younger Past 
Presidents gave a wonderful oration to the memory of Burns. It does my Auld Heart good 
to see so many young men waiting in the wings for their chance, we in this Club know as 
we move toward our second century it will be in good hands. Davie is one who will travel 
the World to honour Burns and Dollar and can only bring respect back to the Burns 
Movement in Scotland, as I set out on a six months trip ending I hope with a new Club in 
Pasadena. The Burns movement need good Ambassadors like him and not Glory and Pot 
Hunters. 

The Conference is over and though I should not be the one to laud it to the Skies, I am 
convinced it was the best yet and my Committee deeply appreciate the great help we had 
from the President and Committee of the Federation, (The Clydesdale Bank and Cronie 
Ian Hay) who so generously intimated he was willing to do the same for the London 
Conference. Sony from Japan through Graham Robertson of Bridge of Allan and many 
many other sponsors. I know it's impossible to name everyone who supported us but I 
know they will understand if I single out Jim Yates and Alex Ferguson. Without them 
there could not have been a successful conclusion to a wonderful weekend. 

ALEX B. MclVER 

40. Aberdeen Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 24th January 1985 at 
the Treetops Hotel, Springfield Road Aberdeen. We were indeed very honoured by 
having the President of the Burns Federation Mr John Inglis to propose the 'Immortal 
Memory'. His depth of knowledge on Burns interspersed with witty and humorous stories 
will be remembered for a long time by our members and guests. Toast to 'The Lasses' was 
given by Grampian TV personality, Kennedy Thomson. Mrs. Elizabeth Furrie of the 
Aberdeen Toastmistress Club gave the reply. We were entertained with excellent 
speakers. Our Guests Mr John Fraser. Reply an American guest. Chairman Miss Ethel 
Hall. Piper Mr William Maitland. Singers Miss Verna Ward and Mr Gordon Strachan. 
Accompanied by Mr David Walker. Burns Poem recited by Mrs Jean Hedderwick. 
Greetings from Kindred Clubs were read by Secretary Mrs Irene Fraser. 

Our guest speaker. at our St. Andrew's Night was John Greig. It was held at the 
Gloucester Hotel Union Street Aberdeen. Our Annual Bus Outing was a drive to the 
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Morayshire coast finishing at the Crossroads Hotel Lumphanan with high tea and an 
evening's entertai nment. 

President of the Burns Federation John Inglis and members of Aberdeen Burns Club look on 
as M. J. Fraser despatches the Haggis. 

Photo: Aberdeen Journals Ltd 

50. Stirling Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Golden Lion Hotel 
Stirling on 25th January. About 90 members attended and the ' Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by the Club President Mr J. Lockhart Whiteford. 

HENRY ROBB 

55. Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held at the 
Pennine Hotel , Derby on Thursday 24th January 1985. The evening began with the 
Association's Honorary Piper John MacKenzie piping in the President and his Lady Bill 
and Connie Dryburgh, with Honoured Guests, the Mayor and Mayoress of Derby, the 
President of the Welsh Society and the main speaker for the evening Past President , 
Walter Marshall. 

The meal began with Arbroath Smokies , followed by the Haggis , addressed with 
dramatic fervour by Jack Macfarlane. Aberdeen Angus beef followed by fruit salad or 
kebbuck and cheese rounded off the meal. During coffee , Junior Vice President, Robert 
Bryce read out greetings from kindred societies. 

After an interval, there followed the speeches, interspersed with songs from Kathleen 
Dick and Bill Brownlee . The evening ended around midnight with the singing of ' Auld 
Lang Syne'. 
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Derby Scottish Association's Hogmanay Ball (left to right) Robert Bryce, John MacKenzie, 
Annella Mackenzie, Christopher Dean, Jayne Torvill (the World Ice-skating Champions) and 
Bill Dryburgh (President). 

The P-resident 's Reception , in September was much enjoyed by our own members as 
well as Presidents from neighbouring societies. The St . Andrew's Dance was an excellent 
evening with dancing to the Alan Neil Duo. Numbers were down at the Hogmanay Ball , 
but those who attended voted the evening a great success. World Ice Skating champions 
Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean graced the evening as guests of Honorary Piper John 
Mackenzie and his wife Annelle. 

KATHLEEN DICK 

59. Gourock Jolly Beggars. Our 92nd Annual Dinner was held in the Bay Hotel , 
Gou rock on Friday 25th January 1985 . President Arthur Boyce welcomed over 100 
members and friends . The Haggis was piped in by Hector McPhail and addressed by John 
McMorland. After an excellent meal the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev 
Frank J . Gardener M.A . of Old Gourock Kirk. Toast to 'The Lasses' by David Bryce. 
Reply by Councillor Tom Scott , songs by Bill Anderson and readings by Secretary Bob 
Smith sustained the programme. The vote of thanks to artistes was given by John S. 
Bruce, Past President. 

The usual Burns Competition was held in Gourock Primary School, 60 pupils taking 
part. Medals , books and certificates were presented to winners. 

ROBERT SMITH 
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62. Cupar Burns Club. Members of Cupar Burns Club and artiste friends went to 
Northeden House on 1 February 1985 for the Burns Supper held for the residents. 
Among those attending the supper were the home's oldest resident, 105-year-old Mrs 
Catherine Thom, and 94-year-old Miss Margaret Wilkie, formerly of Castlefield, Cupar. 
Mr Bill McCallum, the Club's Senior Vice-President, was in the chair and the 
arrangements were made by Mrs Mcinnes, the officer in charge, and Mr James Orr, the 
Club Secretary. The Haggis was piped in by Mr Fraser Dewar and carried by Mrs 
Elizabeth McAleese, as Poosie Nansie. The 'chieftain' was addressed by Club committee 
member, Mr Bob Stewart. After the 'Selkirk Grace', said by the Rev James K. Porteous, 
an excellent meal was served by the home's staff. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by Mr James Dunsmore. Entertainment was provided by Miss Debbie Lees (soprano) 
who was accompanied on the accordion by Mr Colin Kemp, Newburgh, who also played 
some solos, and by Mr Colin McLeod, who played several violin solos. Mr Porteous 
proposed thanks to the chairman who, in turn thanked the artistes and home staff. 

D. C. CAMPBELL 

69. Dunedin Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner of the Dunedin Burns Club was 
held in the Blue Room at the Southern Cross Hotel, Dunedin on Saturday, 26th January 
1985. The official party led by the President, Mr David Mcintosh and Mrs Mcintosh 
included Patron, Mr Wm. Brown MBE, Vice-President Stan Forbes and Mrs Forbes, 
Vice-President Arthur Rackley MBE and Mrs Rackley, Professor J. Campbell Murdoch 
MD, FRCGP, and Mrs Murdoch and Councillor Mrs Jean McLean OBE were piped to 
their places by Piper Greg Scott. The President, Mr David Mcintosh in opening the 
proceedings, welcomed 85 members and friends, 'Selkirk Grace' was pronounced by Mr 
Jasper Kerr followed by the 'Loyal Toast'. A very bountiful meal, a delightful concert 
programme and the toast list were interwoven throughout the evening and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. The largest number of greetings ever received were read by the Secretary 
Mr H.J. Horrell MBE. The toast to the Guests and to Kindred Societies was proposed by 
Vice-President Stan Forbes and replied to by Cnr. Jean McLean OBE representing the 
Dunedin City Council in the absence of the Mayor. The 'Immortal Memory' was very 
ably handled by a native of Kyle, Prof J. Campbell Murdoch. 'The Lasses' was proposed 
by the Secretary and replied to by Miss Hilary Shanks. The Haggis which was piped in 
with the usual pomp and ceremony was impeccably addressed by our master of Burns lore 
Mr Wm. Brown MBE. Vocal items during the evening were contributed by Miss Bridget 
Telfer and Mr Stan Forbes and the vote of thanks to the artists was proposed by Past 
Secretary and Life Member J. D. McDonald. Items of interest on display were the marble 
statuette of Robert Burns which is a facsimile of the Statue in the Octagon, the hautboy, a 
relic with a Burns tradition and the Silver Quaich presented to the City by the City of 
Edinburgh. The singing of 'Auld Lang Syne' brought a very memorable evening to- a 
close. 

Monthly concerts continue to be a feature of the Dunedin Burns Club contribution to 
the life of the city and in March we held our Star performance entitled 'Grand Scottish 
Vaudeville' organised by Mrs. Wendy Mcintosh and contributed to by Dunedin's leading 
stage artists. ~ 

HENRYJ.HORRELL.MBE 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. The Annual Burns Dinner was held on Friday, 25th 
January, 1985, in the Roker Hotel, Sunderland, and was attended by 124 members and 
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1' Mrs W. Black presenting John Inglis with a souvenir Burns tankard from the Sunderland Club. 
Photo : Sunderland Echo 

friends. The top table guests were duly piped in by Pipe Major Tom Rae and the President , Mrs W . Black , welcomed everyone with a special greeting to the Mayor and Mayoress of Sunderland and to our Principal Guest , Rev A. S. Sutherland, Symington. Mr Steve Moir gave a most exhilarating 'Address to the Haggis ' . The Rev Sutherland spoke with deep feeling of the Poet 's life in his ' Immortal Memory'-he gave the guests food for thought to further the goodwill and brotherly love nurtured by Burns in his lifetime. We enjoyed the singing of Mr E. Gratton, accompan ied by Mrs Anne Donnan. Mr Brian Rawson excelled with his toast to 'The Lasses' and the reply by Mrs Beryl Sinden was equally good. Dancing till 1 a .m. concluded a very happy event . On Sunday, 20th January, we attended service in Westpark U . R. Church and were welcomed by Rev David Beattie. Two of our members read papers on Burns life . Afterwards we enjoyed luncheon at the Cavalier. On the morning of the 25th members paid their annual visit to the local library to pay homage to the Poet. The President , Mrs Black, read a most interesting oration in verse before placing a laurel wreath on the bust of Burns. This year we had a visit from a small group of children from the local Dame Dorothy Junior School who recited part of 'Tam O' Shanter'. Earlier in the month , the Secretary had been to the school and had a very happy time with the children-a mouse and a daisy proved good material. One youngster asked . 'Please Miss, did you know Robert Burns?' Ah well we all grow old!!! 
The syllabus of fortnightly meetings has proved interesting and well varied. On November 8th we had the pleasure of a visit from the President of the Federation, John 134 



Inglis and the photographs shows our President Mrs W Black, presenting him with a 
souvenir tankard suitably inscribed from the Sunderland Club. We celebrated St. 
Andrew's Night with a dinner dance. We have had good publicity in the local press thanks 
to our Publicity Officer, Ron Matthew, and hope the visitors will become members. 

MRS M. WILSON 

95. Bolton Burns Club. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr Angus Stephen, 
Past President of Bury Caledonian Society. Mrs Elza Dunlop, our President, gave the 
address to the Haggis. Toast to 'Scots the World O'er' was proposed by Mr Andrew 
McClure, Past President and Hon. Member of our Club, and the toast to 'The Lasses' was 
proposed by Mr William Howard, to which his wife, Fay, replied. The Toast Master, Mr 
G. Moyes read out the greetings received from other Clubs and also the names of Clubs 
to whom we sent greetings, both in Britain and abroad. The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Bolton attended the dinner, the Mayor giving the reply to the toast to 'Our Guests'. Miss 
Helen Deakin, accompanied by Mrs Ethel Fish on the piano, sang a selection of Burns' 
songs. At the end of the dinner, our annual collection for Jean Armour Burns Houses 
raised £60. The evening ended with our usual dance. · 

Five long evening Dances were held, including St. Andrew's Night, Hogmanay and 
also our 'President's Evening' when many Presidents and their partners from other 
Societies attended. Our Summer Outing by coach took us to the Liverpool Garden 
Festival. We organised monthly socials, which are always very popular and help us to 
raise money for local charities and the Federation. These socials include-Hallowe'en, 
Christmas Fayre, Family Social, Valentine's Evening, Men's Evening and Scots Night. 
We also had six literary evenings during the season and are having an evening out to visit 
the local Guide Dog Centre. Several of our members took part in the Annual Highland 
Games in Blackpool on 2nd June, 1984. Our Scottish country dancers provided 
entertainment at many local functions held for charity. 

MRS W. G. DIGGLE 

120. Bristol Caledonian Society. The Burns Supper is now unquestionably the most 
popular function in the Society's calendar, the attendance increasing each year. The 1985 
Supper was traditionally celebrated on 25th January, when the toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed in a interesting and entertaining speech by Mr Robert Harvie. Mr 
Duncan Boyce proposed a provocative toast to 'The Lasses', which was dealt with 
competently and succinctly by Miss Penni Hogg. The evening was completed by a 
programme of Highland dancing, followed by the performance of some of Burns's best 
loved poems and songs. We were fortunate to have two visitors from Hanover in our 
company at this year's supper. They appeared to find the 'onguans' highly entertaining, 
and claimed that the evening revealed an entirely new facet of the British character! 

The St. Andrew's Dinner was celebrated on 30th November in the delightful setting of 
the Music Room at Ashton Court Mansion. The Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress 
were the Society's principal guests, and the chief speaker of the evening w_as Mr Iain 
Patterson, the City Planning Officer. Throughou~ the year th~ regul~r Scottish coun.try 
dancing classes have continued, and we have enioyed some mterestmg talks and shde 
shows. Local visits have included one to Harvey's Wine Cellars, and there is a summer 
inspection of a brewery to come. Other summer events will include the Bowls, Golf and 
Pitch and Putt competitions, and a weekend of rambling on Exmoor. 

MARY MORTON 
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The chef presenting the Haggis to President David Mackissack-Leitch, while Pipe-Major Jimmie Hadden gies them a blaw. Principal guest J. A. D. Michie (centre) and Group-Captain Emmerson and Fernando d'Oliveira (right). 
Northern Photos, Elgin 

149. Elgin Burns Club. On Friday 25th January, 1985 we held our Anniversary Dinner in the Town Hall , Elgin. The principal guest was to have been Sheriff Irvine Smith but he unfortunately took pneumonia shortly before and the Club was extremely fortunate to secure the Director of Education for Grampian , Mr J. A. D. Michie, who gave a splendid oration to an enthusiastic reception-no mere 'Sheriff-Substitute'! We hope to have Sheriff Irvine Smith next year when Mr Michie, as a newly appointed Honorary member, will be in his entitled place. We had excellent speeches all round-to mention only one, Fernando d'Oliveira, one of our members, translating (so he averred) from the Portuguese as he went along and speaking in Scots with a Duffus accent, gave a most amusing toast to the 'Town and Trade'. Another wonderful evening. The Club has some ideas for appropriately celebrating the bicentenary of Burns's visit here in September, 1787, when he came on from Inverness, stayed overnight at Brodie Castle, breakfasted at Elgin and went on to Fochabers and Cullen. 
W. D. G. CHALMERS 

152. Hamilton Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on Friday 25th January, 1985 in the Banqueting Suite of the Strathclyde Regional building in Hamilton. There were 255 members and guests present , the Principal guest being Lord James Douglas-Hamilton , MP who responded to the toast to the guests by Sandy Mcllwain , OBE. Rev Hugh Wyllie in addition to giving the Grace addressed the Haggis. President 
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George Ferguson gave 'Immortal Memory'. 'The Lasses' health was proposed by Wallace 
Jackso~. The respo~s~ to this was ~iven. by Bob Gloyer. As usual the company were 
entertamed by the p1pmg of Tom G11lesp1e, and were delighted by the singing of Walter 
Reid and Malcolm Aitken accompanied by James Borland. 

Dr STUARTS. I. PARKER 

167. The Birmingham and Midland Scottish Society. The Annual Supper was held on 
Friday 25th January 1985 at the Edgbaston Banqueting Suite, the County Ground, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr W. I. Stephen JP, 
Past President of the Society. The address 'To the Haggis' was delivered in vigorous style 
by Mr Alan Douglas, a member of the Society. The toast to the City of Birmingham was 
proposed by the President Mr F. C. L. Yeoman, with a reply from the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham, Councillor Reg. Hales. The toast to the 'Visitors and Kindred Societies' 
was proposed by Mr S. Mackay, Treasurer of the Society with a reply from Miss J. B. 
Harvey, President of the Society of Yorkshire Folk. Music for dancing was provided by 
Frank Carter and his Orchestra. 282 people attended and enjoyed a splendid evening, the 
first time the function had been held at this particular venue. 

The President's Evening in October 1984 took the form of a ceilidh, and another ceilidh 
was held in November to celebrate St. Andrew's Night. A St. Andrew's service was held 
at St. Columba United Reformed Church in Moseley, Birmingham. Our Hogmanay Ball 
was held at the Botanical Gardens in Edgbaston, Birmingham and a joint ball with the 
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society took place in February 1985 at Birmingham 
University. Events planned for the remainder of this season are a golf competition and 
supper, and a summer outing to Ranch Hall near Lichfield. 

ALISTAIR SCOTT 

173. Irvine Burns Club. The 159th Annual Celebration was held in the Volunteer 
Rooms on 25th January, 1985. The 'Immortal Memory' based on a theme of Burns' 
letters was given by President Robin Campbell and was well received by the members. 
The toasts to the Founder Members and the Memory of Bonnie Jean were proposed by 
Vice-President John C. Lovie. The Vice-President Elect, Ian Wood, proposed the toast 
to the Royal Burgh of Irvine and cleverly linked his birthday which he shares with the 
Bard and his first coming to Irvine. The reply was given by Convenor Teresa Beattie, the 
first lady to reply on behalf of the Burgh. Mrs Beattie naturally took the opportunity of 
highlighting the rights of woman and in a very clever vote of thanks, George Watson 
promised that we would have another woman to speak in another 159 years! The artistes 
were Iain paton, Thomas McVeigh, Tom Strachan, James White, Frank Bryson and 
William Greer. 

The year 1984 got off to a splendid start with the opening of Glasgow Venne) and it 
closed with the announcement that the conservation work at Glasgow Venne) had been 
awarded the Europa Nostra Award. This is a credit to Irvine Development Corporation, 
Cunninghame District Council, the Wilson Foundatibn, the Scottish Tourist Board and 
the National Trust. Ian Downs, Chief Architect and Director of Technical Services of 
Irvine Development Corporation, deserves particular credit fo~ the project.. Another 
award which came the way of the Club was the Tennent Caledoman Community Awar~ 
presented to the Club on 19th June. I am indebted to Jim Wales and Harry Gaw for their 
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assistance in preparing the application. The Award consisted of a plaque which has now 
been placed in the entrance hall at Wellwood and a cheque for £3,000 which has been 
placed in the capable hands of our Treasurer. The General Purposes Committee held a 
Barn Dance in a factory as a fund raiser and also helped organise the Woodlands Burns 
Supper. We are grateful of the assistance by Queen of Scots Knitwear and the Wilson 
Foundation for promoting the Woodlands Burns Supper. In addition to their normal 
meeting in the Crown Hotel in June to commemorate the Founders' day, the Directors 
met in the Heckling Shed to mark the opening of this building. 

The Music Section were very busy during the year with concerts by Laurence Glover, 
the Ayrshire Strings, Peter Morrison, Walter Hautzig and the Ayrshire Singers. The Club 
are grateful to the Scottish Arts Council whose contribution greatly helps the promotion 
of these events. George Watson, Jim Wales and I attended a Burns Supper in Woodlands 
Primary School and this is something we would seek to encourage. The event was very 
enjoyable although slightly regimented when the children were marched out class by class 
at the interval to the toilet. I took George and Jim helped him with his zip! The Directors 
decided to up-date the Brochure on Wellwood and our thanks are due to Harry Gaw and 
Jim Miller for their work in this connection. An innovation was the participation of the 
Club in Marymass with a Marymass float and we also, of course, had our Marymass 
Children's Concert which was a great success. The North Ayrshire Co-operative Society 
have gifted a clock, photographs, chain of office and banner to the Club and we are 
grateful for these items. The St. Andrew's Night celebration was held in the Caledonian 
Hall with John Inglis as the main speaker. As a Club we are very proud of John's election 
as President of the Federation at the Conference at Stirling. Members of the Club had 
assisted Dr Strawhorn with his History of Irvine. This book is now in the hands of the 
publishers and should be available in August or September. Two of our members 
received Honours during the year. James W. Wilson received the QBE and our Honorary 
Member Sir Harold McMillan became Lord Stockton. Advice has been given of the 
proposed exhibition at 4 Glasgow Venne! and we look forward to this coming to 
completion. A decision was taken by the Directors to extend the meeting room facilities 
into the former Steward's flat at the rear of Wellwood. We lost some time in applying for 
a Scottish Tourist Board grant which application proved to be unsuccessful. However, 
with the help of the money from Tennent Caldonian Community Award, we have pressed 
on and the structural alterations are now complete. Our resident painter, James A. 
Wilson, is working away steadily and I cannot pay too high a tribute to the work being 
done by this man for Irvine Burns Club. When the meeting rooms are completed, they 
will provide a valuable asset for the use of the Club and the many other organisations who 
make Wellwood such a centre of the community in Irvine. 

192. Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. Quarterly meetings of the Association were 
hosted during the year by Irvine Lasses Burns Club, Ayr Burns Club, Irvine Burns Club, 
St. Andrews Cronies Burns Club and Busbiehill Burns Club. 

In January the Annual Church Service was held in Tarbolton Parish Church where the 
service wa~ condu~ted by the Rev I. y. McDonald. The Association was represented at 
wreath-Iaymg services at Kay Park, Kilmarnock in June and at Ayr in January and July as 
well as the service at Leglen Wood. 

Trophies and certificates were awarded for singing and recitation of the works of 
Robert Burns at the Ayrshire Music Festival and prizes awarded to Kilmarnock Academy 
and St. Joseph's Academy Kilmarnock in memory of John M. Irving, in January the 
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A~sociation se~t a cop~ of a booklet (made up of Junior Burns Chronicles) to every 
pnmary school m Ayrshue. These were well received. 

Plans are well ahead for the 1986 Conference to be held in Kilmarnock and the 
committee and sub-committees are working hard. 

ENEZLOGAN 

197. Winnipeg Burns Club. True to the form of previous years our Annual Burns 
Supper was a successful celebration held in the Marlborough Inn on Friday 25th January 
1985. President Ishbel MacLean Turnbull welcomed everyone and an enjoyable 
programme commenced. After the introductions a short Memorial Service was held, after 
which our soloist Ishbel Lindsay Turnbull sang several Burns's songs which were very 
much appreciated. Jack King proposed an interesting toast to 'Canada the Land we live 
in' and an equally able response was given by Margaret McClure (who was our guest 
representing the Sons of Scotland). Our highland dancers for this evening were Peter 
Archibald, Deanna Hanson, Kathy Rea, Janice Rea and Marnie Treichel. The piper was 
Marlene Treichel of the 'Heather Bells' pipe band. The Haggis was carried in by Jack 
King and Dave Logan gave the 'Address To A Haggis' followed by a delicious four 
course meal enjoyed by all. Our speaker for the evening was our own Les Archibald 
(immediate Past President) who proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory of Robert 
Burns', Les gave an intersting talk about Burns's childhood and parents. Rod McRae 
wittily proposed the 'Toast to the Lasses', and Carolee King ably responded with humour 
and eloquence. Our Club enjoys the exchange of 'Greeting Frae Ither' Clubs and 
Secretary James Turnbull read them to the assembly. Dave Logan on behalf of the Club 
expressed appreciation to all who participated in the celebration. 

From October to April our Club hold monthly luncheon meetings in the St. Regis 
Hotel Winnipeg and.we have a goodly number of members. 

We are attempting to gain the interest of the younger sections of our province's 
population by offering competitions with book and cash prizes regretfully we have not 
had much response as yet. We are in the process of contacting local libraries regarding 
Burns's books. Our statue of Burns, although facing the cold north, stands on the 
legislative grounds to warm the hearts and minds of local 'Burnsians'. This years Burns 
Supper was filmed for showing on Winnipeg's Video Public Access Television (VPW eh 
13). 

JAMES TURNBULL 

198. Gorebridge Burns Club. The Club held its, Anniversary. Dinner in the Club 
Rooms on Saturday, 26th January 1985. Our President welcomed the 80 members and 
guests who attended. The 'Chieftain' was piped in by our Club Piper, Mr A. Sharp, and 
was very ably addressed by the Treasurer, Mr T. McNeill. The toast to 'The Lasses' was 
wittily proposed by Secretary, A. Law and also ably replied to by Miss Janet Weatherson. 
The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr S. B. Nimmo, Headteacher of 
Newtonloan St. Andrews Primary School. He gave a very full and constructive oration on 
the works of the Poet and also made reference to the work of the Burns Federation in 
promoting the various competitions and the help Burns Clubs give to the schools in 
keeping the native tongue alive. He was warmly thanked by all. those present after 
concluding his toast. A very full and varied programme was earned out by the Club 
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members. The vote of thanks was excellently given by Mr. G. Ramsay. After the 
conclusion of the table programme the evening continued with song and verse and 
dancing and finally ended by all joining hands in 'Auld Lang Syne'. A Burns Supper for 
pupils in primary seven classes in our three Primary Schools was held in Gorebridge 
Primary School under the chairmanship of the new headteacher at this school. All the 
toasts were proposed by the pupils themselves. A very enjoyable evening was spent with 
these children. 

The winners of the Burns Federations Literature Competition were presented with 
Burns books. Ten books were donated by the Club. Also a wrist watch was presented by 
the Club to the pupil in Gorebridge Primary School with the highest mark in the 
Literature Competition. 

The Club held a St. Andrew's Night on 19th November 1984 in the Club Rooms. The 
toast to St. Andrew was proposed by the Secretary. A most enjoyable evening was spent 
in singing and dancing. 

The three Primary Schools took part in the ED & BC A Song and Verse Competition 
held in the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club under the auspices of the Airts Burns Club. Joy 
McPheat, a pupil at Stobhill Primary School won the Trophy for Verse. 

ALEXANDER LAW 

212. Portobello Burns Club. On Friday 25th January in the Eskdale Rooms, 
Musselburgh, Portobello Burns Club augmented to a company of 140 celebrated the 
Bard's birth. The President J. Stanley Cavaye JP welcomed the guests, including a party 
Qf seven Swiss led by an old friend and honorary Scot-Prof Ernst Bucher. In the absence 
of the Club piper, injured in a fall, the Haggis was piped in by young Geoffrey Gair and 
solemnly addressed by the President. The 'Selkirk Grace' heralded in the traditional fare. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the local MP Dr Gavin Strang. Dr Strang, a 
biologist by profession started with life-force-the inter-action of genes and 
environment-applied to Burns. He cited the fine influence of Burns's parents their 
struggles and crippling work in which the boys shared and their determination to give the 
boys the best possible education. Burns was responsive, sensitive to the environment of 
nature, of social living. He had a clear insight into the society of his day, responded to 
injustice with anger and was stirred by the new liberal ideas. Science could trace the 
causation but had no explanation of the flowering of genius. The toast 'The Lasses' and 
the reply was a mock contest of light-hearted badinage between the Head Boy and Head 
Girl of the High School, Anthony Miller and Elinor Slater. The toast to the artistes was 
proposed by W. Thomson and to the Chairman by R. Ingram. The songs that punctuated 
the toast list, sung by Ralph Parkinson and Elizabeth Fletcher struck a fresh note. It was 
of great interest to hear '0 lay thy loof in mine lass' and 'O gin my Jove were yon red rose' 
included and beautifully sung. Cecilia Cavaye provided a sympathetic accompaniment. 

The Club continues to supply books of Scottish interest to the school libraries of 
Portobello High School, Brunstane, Duddingston Lismore and Towerbank Primary 
Schools. They plan a bus outing to Rumbling Bridge at Easter and a bowlirg match with the local bowling club in late May. 

ROBERT MACKAY 

217. Eskdale Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Friday 25th January in the 
Eskdale Hotel. Our chief guest was Mr Adam Gray from Moffat. His 'Immortal Memory' 
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w~s well received b~ the compan~. The toast to Agriculture was given by Mr Billy 
M1ddlemass, and replied to by Mr Tim Douglas. Mr Bill Barrow toasted Town and Trade 
and Mr Eddie Armstrong replied. 'The Lasses' were ably toasted by Mr David Shankland 
and a suitable resp.o~se was made by Miss Grace Brown. Once again, Mr Alex Pool gave 
a memorable re~d1t1on o~ 'Tam O' Shanter' and the company was entertained by fiddler 
Mr Bobby.Hobkirk and smgers Messrs Ian Rodger, Alex Pool and Eddie Armstrong. The 
accompanist was Mr George Conlon, the piper Mr Jock Corrie and the Haggis bearer Mr 
Graham Cubbon. 

On the evening of Friday 8th March a social evening was held in the Buck Hotel 
Langholm. Sixty members enjoyed a varied programme of songs, poems and traditional 
music played by Stanley Thewlis on piano, Tommy Lamb on accordian and Ken Friar on 
guitar. The soloists were Marion Tervitt and Billy Porter and their songs were enjoyed 
greatly by the company. It is hoped to make this an annual event. 

S. T. ELLIOT 

220. The Burns Club of Saint Louis. The Annual Dinner was held on 19th January 
1985 at the Log Cabin Club. The President, Mr Charles H. Wallace, welcomed 56 
members and guests to the Eightieth Annual Dinner of The Burns Club of Saint Louis. 
The 'Selkirk Grace' was said by Charles S. Drew, Jr. The Haggis was piped in as usual by 
our piper, William E. Sandbach, and was carried by our President, Charles H. Wallace a 
resplendent figure in his Wallace Kilt. Our soloist, Jim Kalkbrenner, accompanied by our 
Music Director Bill Aitken, led the gathered members and guests in group singing of 
songs by the Immortal Bard, which is a tradition at our Annual Burns Club Dinners. 
Following a toast to the Immortal Bard, and a toast to our founder, Mr W. K. Bixby, all 
those present stood with bowed heads as the piper played the Lament in memory of our 
former members who have gone to the 'Land O' The Leal'. 

The address to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Reverend The Honorable Robin 
D. Buchanan-Smith, who came to us for this event from Argyll, Scotland, where he is the 
Laird of the Manor, Isle of Eriska Hotel. Educated at Pembroke College, Cambridge 
University and Princeton Theological Seminary, he was formerly Chaplain to the St. 
Andrew's Colleges and Minister Church of Scotland, Oban. Other present interests 
include Director of Scottish TV, Chancellor Assessor, St. Andrews Colleges, and 
Commodore Royal Highland Yacht Club. 

The remarks of The Honorable Robin D. Buchanan-Smith were received with great 
enthusiasm by those present as he successfully mingled humour with serious thoughts of 
the poet and his relation to modern life and times. The ovation attested to one of the most 
appealing presentations our Burns Club has enjoyed in many years. As all joined hands 
and sang 'Auld Lang Syne', another, memorable Burns Night was ended on this the 
Eightieth Annual Dinner of The Burns Club of Saint Louis. 

Other events: For the first time, a Golf Outing will be held at The Log Cabin Club on 
18th June, 1985, as an additional event to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of The 
Burns Club of Saint Louis. Members will be permitted to invite guests for both lunch and 
golf. Trophys and prizes will be awarded. 

ROBERT E. BURNS 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. On the morning of 25th January 1985, the. customary 
Wreath was laid at Burns Statue outside Greyfriars Church by Mr D.R. H. Cnchton, one 
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of our Past Presidents. That afternoon, the traditional service was held at St. Michael's 
Church, which was well filled by members of local Burns Clubs, other worshippers and 
many children from local schools. After the service, the President presided at the 
Mausoleum where representatives of the Regional Council of Dumfries and Galloway, 
the Provost of Nithsdale and other representatives of the District and representatives of 
many other Clubs were in attendance. In the evening, 132 Members, wives and other 
guests attended the Anniversary Dinner, which was held in the Cairndale Hotel. The 
'Immortal Memory' was submitted by Mr John A. Glover with much acceptance and an 
attractive evening's entertainment was provided. 

Seventy-three members, guests and artistes attended the St. Andrew's Night Function 
on Saturday the lst of December 1984 in the Cairndale Hotel. Mr D.R. H. Crichton gave 
a short St. Andrew's Tide Address and an attractive evening's entertainment had been 
arranged. 

At the invitation of the Mr and Mrs Kirkby, the Curators of Friars Carse, 50 members 
of the Club with their wives and other friends, attended an evening's entertainment on 
Friday, 5th January 1985 at Friars Carse, considered to be an unqualified success. 

In April 1984, the Club caused a wreath to be laid by members of the Stratford-upon
Avon Caledonian Society on the grave of William Shakespeare, in Holy Trinity Church, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, during 'The Birthday' Celebrations. This small token of esteem 
was greatly appreciated by many of the citizens of Shakespeare's birthplace. 

JOHN A. C. McFADDEN 

238. Burns Club of Atlanta. The Burns Club of Atlanta celebrated its 89th Annual 
Anniversary Dinner on 26th January 1985. Our dinner was· sold out. President David 
Jones welcomed the members and their guests, the toast to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II was made by James Montgomery. Toast to the President of the United States by John 
MacRae-Hall and toast to our country by Joe Robertson. Douglas Fraser gave a recital of 
Burns selections. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns was given by G. 
A. 'Mac' Findlay which was received by rousing applause. Frank Parker gave eloquent 
testimony to 'The Lasses' and Lea Fraser gave a stinging response. Henry Frantz 
provided selected pipe music. 

Our Annual Ceilidh was held on 26th September 1984 and was considered an 
outstanding event in terms of community participation and major source of revenue. We 
also participated in the Stone Mountain Games during the week of 18th October, while 
also providing tartan bearers and pipers for two 'Kirking of the tartan' ceremonies as a 
part of Presbyterian and Episcopal Church Services during the year. Upkeep of the only 
authentic reproduction of the Burns Cottage continues. Monthly Club meetings and 
programmes are directed toward the memory of Robert Burns, his poetry and music 
while also emphasising Scottish history and culture. 

ALEXANDER JOHN MURRAY 

239. Hawick Burns Club. During the latter part of 1984 our President, Mr A. Martin 
started a Burns study group which is run on a monthly basis, with Mr Archie McArthur as 
the main speake: and I am happy to say that it is growing in strength month by month. 
Also we have re-introduced a competition on the works of Burns at the local High School 
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with the kind co-operation of the rector Mr Jim Telfer. Lastly we are in the process of 
building a cairn to commemorate the visit to Wauchope House by Burns and when 
completed invitations will be forwarded for the official dedication ceremony. Dr Simpson 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory' at our annual supper. 

R.PURVES 

242. Montrose Burns Club. The Annual Festival was held in the Park Hotel, Montrose 
on Friday, 25th January 1985 with a company of approximately 130, the largest 
attendance in recent years. The company was welcomed by President Len McAllister. 
The Haggis was piped in by Pipe Major Willie Reid and addressed in distinctive style by 
Doctor Bill Carson. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Jim Bannerman OBE in 
most admirable fashion and was warmly rceived by his audience. Sandy Jessop proposed 
the toast to 'Auld Scotia' in one of his better speeches. The toast to 'Burns Clubs the 
World O'er' was ably presented by Gilbert Nisbet and Cmr. Rik Wilhelm of the US Navy 
Base at Edzell suitably replied. Jim Brown of Fettercairn fame more than ably proposed 
'The Lasses O" to which Dan Thompson replied. We were entertained most regally 
during the evening by the fiddle of Bill Barrie and by a most spell binding rendition of 
'Tam O' Shanter' given by Alan Smith with the aid of slides. 

The wreath laying ceremony at the Burns Statue was held at 12 noon on 25th January 
1985. The wreath was laid by President, L. McAllister accompanied by a large number of 
Montrose Burns Club members in which we were suitably joined by a number of 
interested American visitors. 

A. L. MACFARLANE 

252. Alloway Burns Club. At our Burns Anniversary Dinner in Belleisle House Hotel, 
Ayr on Thursday, 24,th January, 1985, ably chaired by President Hugh Farrell, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr Tom Mcilwraith, Immediate Past President of 
the Burns Federation. In a most inspiring address he traced the history of the Bard and 
kept the audience hanging on his every word. The Haggis was addressed by Mr Allan 
Stoddart, whose highly polished performance was well up to the standard expected from 
him. Mr John Hamilton in his toast to 'The Lasses' was in good form, but had to give best 
to Mrs Georgie Giddings, daughter of the late George West, whose devastating wit 
brought down the house. Solos were beautifully sung by Mrs Maureen Leitch to the 
skilful accompaniment of Miss Anne Kennedy. Burns readings were expertly given by Mr 
Hugh Farrell, and Mr and Mrs W. Galbraith played a delightful selection of Burns tunes 
on the fiddle. 

During the Burns Festival Week in Ayr our stall at the Holy Fair in Rozelle attracted 
many interested visitors and also made a valuable contribution to Club funds. The Winter 
Session opened with the showing of an absorbing film on the life of Robert Burns 
produced by members of Stonehouse A' the Airts Burns Club. This was a highly 
professional performance which drew well-merited applause from an appreciative 
audience. Our St. Andrew's Night speaker was Mr William Graham, MA, who gave a 
compelling and most interest address. The musical entertainment for the evening was 
provided by the Barley-Bree Concert Group of Dailly, Girvan, whose varied programme 
of vocal and instrumental items was warmly applauded. Other functions included a very 
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successful Hostess Whist drive and a well-attended Scots Night to which three youthful 
artistes made a substantial contribution. These were Mr Malcolm Rae on the 
piano-accordion, Miss Louise Hutcheon on the fiddle and Mr John Kerr on the electric 
organ. Bound copies of the 1985 Burns Chronicle were presented to Alloway Primary 
School and to Alloway Public Library. In addition ten copies of the new Junior Biography 
of Burns were gifted to Alloway Primary School as part of the Burns Federation 
Centenary Year programme. 

JAMES GLASS, MA 

263. The Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the City 
Halls, our new meeting place, and for the first time ladies were present-a historical 
event which proved very successful and with many guests from the various clubs 
attending. £65 was donated to Jean Armour Burns Houses. 

Apart from the many excellent speakers throughout the year a special mention must be 
made of the 'Glesga Nicht' which was presented by the Cumbernauld Burns Club and was 
a veritable feast of entertainment. We are rounding off the year with a bus run to the 
Burns country. Our president Alan Park says he has had a wonderful year in office. 

ALAN YUILL 

275. Ayr Burns Club. An enjoyable Anniversary Dinner was held this year in the 
Elms Court Hotel, Ayr. President Alex Macpherson gave a worthy address to the Haggis 
and Sheriff David B. Smith, Kilmarnock proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' in 
fine style. Toasts and replies to 'Auld Ayr' and the 'The Lasses', given by Mrs Sheena 
Andrew. Provost Gibson T. Macdonald, Mr Edwin Stewart and Dr Margaret Steen, were 
well received by an appreciative audience, as was the beautiful singing of Mr David 
Baillie, accompanied by Mrs Rena Lyle. Mr Allan Stoddart also entertained the company 
by his most humorous rendering of 'To a Louse' and 'Holy Willie's Prayer.' Mrs Marjorie 
Paterson-Sloan gave the vote of thanks in her usual admirable manner. 

The Wreath-Laying Ceremony was held at Burns Statue Square, Ayr on 25th January, 
when wreaths were laid on behalf of the following: Kyle and Carrick District 
Council-Provost Gibston T. Macdonald; Burns Federation-Past President Tom 
Mcllwraith; Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs-President Harry Bull; Alloway Burns 
Club-President Hugh Farrell; Ayr Masonic Burns Club-President John Strachan; 
Kilmarnock Burns Club-President Peggy Thomson; Kilmarnock Howff Burns Club
President Sam Hannah; Busbie Hill Burns Club-Secretary Jim Craig; Melbourne 
Masonic Burns Club-Mr Allan Stoddart; Ayr Burns Club-President Alex Macpherson. 

The popular Leglen Wood Service held in July was addressed this year by the Rev 
Charles L. Johnston and was very much enjoyed by all present. At the St. Andrew's 
Night Supper in Elms Court Hotel, Miss Helen Murdoch, author and playwright, gave an 
inspiring address, while entertainment was in the capable hands of fiddlers, Betty 
Henderson and Ria McGinn, accompanied by Rena Lyle on piano. Mr Allan Stoddart 
added to the enjoyment of the evening with his rendering of 'A Wee Cock Sparrow' and 
other items. 

The number of participants in our concert for prize-winners in the Schools Burns 
Competitions was down slightly this year due to school strikes but despite this the 
audience was treated to a most enjoyable and varied programme of singing, verse and 
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Ayr. Burns Club's Top Table: Piper J. Paton, President A. Macpherson, R. McKellar, Mrs 
Smith, Sheriff D. B. Smith, Mrs Andrew, Provost G. Macdonald and Mrs Macdonald, K. 
Andrew, Mrs Paterson-Sloan, E. Stewart, Dr Steen. Mrs Stewart and Mrs McKellar. 

Photo: Robin Christie, Ayrshire Post 

instrumentalists. In her vote of thanks , Mrs Alice McCall um paid tribute to Mr J. Glass 
for his excellent organisation of this event. She also thanked Miss J. Limond for her 
delightful piano accompaniment, Mr Alex Macpherson and Mr Allan Stoddart for their 
rendering of various readings in their own unimitable style. 

In the Burns Festival Verse Speaking Competition the winner of the Ayr Burns Club 
Cup was Miss Fiona Braid. 

MRS MARTHA McKELLAR 

293. Newcraighall Welfare Poosie Nansie Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in 
on 2Sth January 1985 in Niddrie Bowling Club with 64 members present. Our speaker Mr 
George Flockhart, one of our oldest members gave an excellent account of Burns. We 
had three notable visiting artistes, Rev J. Sinclair who at the age of 84 has a wonderful 
memory, and he along with Jim Bush and George Hastie helped to make our supper a 
great success. After supper our members entertained the company with songs and poems. 
Mr John Mallinson's rendering of 'Tam O' Shanter' was well worthy of mention, as he is 
another of our older members. The nicht drave on wi ' mirth an sang and the even ing was 
enjoyed by all. 

Our annual game of bowls for the Kelly Shield , which was donated by a former 
member, Mr Robert Kelly (now deceased) was won by Wm P. Duncan for the third 

successive year. 
ROBERT MU IR HENDERSON 
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296. Walsall and District Scottish Society. Our Annual Supper was held on 26th 
January 1985, at Masonic Hall, Aldridge. 130 members and friends present. Haggis 
carried by Dr John Glennie-Piper John Hodson. Peter Smithson proposed the 
'Immortal Memory' in fine style. Alan Toplis proposed 'The Lasses'. Mrs Norman 
Young, wife of Past President Dr Young replied. In a friendly speech Past President Mrs 
G. B. Barker proposed the toast 'To Guests and Kindred Societies'. The Deputy Mayor 
of Walsall replied. During the evening songs were sung by Margaret Stuart. The pianist 
for the evening was Margaret Myatt. This 86th celebration of the Society finished with 
dancing till late. 

A successful Hallowe'en Party was held. Most of the hard work organising the games 
was done by Dr and Mrs Christopher Morriss. The St. Andrew's Dinner was well 
attended. The Rev Richard Plant proposed 'The Toast to Scotland', John Glennie 
replied. The evening finished with dancing. The Scottish Country Dancing continues 
every Monday evening. 

J. M. McMILLAN 

307. Edinburgh Ayrshire Association. Our Burns Dinner was held in the King's Manor 
Hotel, Edinburgh, on 18th January the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr T. J. D. 
Hunter, the brother-in-law of our President Mrs C. N. Hunter. Peter A. Dean proposed 
the toast to 'The Lasses' and Elspeth M. Grant replied. Votes of thanks were performed 
by Graham Hadden. The artistes for the evening were Ian Hunter, Esq. the 'Selkirk 
Grace', Mrs Margaret Cargill, who addressed the Haggis, and Mrs Jinty Smart and Mrs 
Dorothy Wallace who entertained the company in song. Both ladies were accompanied 
by Mrs Nancy Lyon. 

The Club's other functions during session 1984/1985 have included Cheese and Wine 
Party, Concert held jointly with Dean Parish Church, a Whist Drive, a very lively panel 
session, a talk by the distinguished Dr Strawhorn on the subject 'The Burghs of Ayrshire' 
which subject also forms the subject matter of his most recent book, a supper dance and 
ceilidh in conjunction with the Clan Macleod Society. Scheduled for the remainderofthe 
season are a coffee and bridge evening, and an outing to Gleneagles. 

310. Mauchline Burns Club. Gremlins attacked the Annual Celebration in the shape 
of double engagements. The principal speaker cancelled at short notice, his successor 
proposed two 'Immortal Memories' in the one evening-sixty miles apart, and one of the 
artists commuted between two functions in the village-none the responsibility of the 
Club but the success of the evening was. As usual the setting was the Loudoun Arms 
Hotel with sixty members and friends present. The Club showed its interest and 
generosity in matters Scottish by contributing £64 to the Dictionary of the Older Scottish 
Tongue. 

Our meetings continue with an ever increasing membership on a fortnightly basis. We 
have visited Culzean Information Centre, Catrine Burns Club, Dundonald Burns. 
Conscious of Mauchline's position in the Burns world regular attacks have been in tidying 
up the churchyard for visitors. The Burns House Museum remains high on our list of 
priorities. As well as contributing another £100 to its upkeep members acted as stewards 
and hosts at an open day celebrating Burns arrival in Mauchline. We also intend 
sponsoring an edition of the local community newspaper. Another object of support was 
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the paying of call cards for setting up exchange of radio messages between Mauchline and 
Mosgiel, New Zealand. 

MR D. I. LYELL 

340. Balerno Burns Club. The 104th Anniversary Supper was held in the Kestrel 
Hotel, Balerno, on Saturday, 26th January, 1985, Edward McGue in the Chair. David 
Tanner, giving the 'Immortal Memory' to the Bard compared Robert Burns' hard 
struggle in life to make a living, and the wonderful works of song and verse which flowed 
from his pen. 86 people sat down to supper of Cockaleekie Soup, followed by Haggis, 
Steak Pie Bashed Neeps and Tatties. The Haggis was played in by Kerr Cowan, our Piper 
and carried in by the hotel chef. It was ably addressed by Gordon Grant. From 7 pm to 
1 am the nicht drave on baith uproarious and serious. Toasts, intermingled with songs, 
poetry and wisecracks. One thing could hardly be heard for laughter, another, you could 
have heard a pin drop. We had a cross section of people from laboure:s to professors. 
People from London to the Shetlands. I guess that was just what Rabbie wanted. 'Frae O' 
The Airts' though our motto is 'Let It Blaw'. The night drove on with harmony long after 
'Auld Lang Syne' was sung. The songs, poetry and laughter, and all material Burns. 

The Club held their Annual Dance, A Nicht Wi' the Lasses on St. Andrew's Night in 
the Bowling Green Hall, Balerno. The ages ran from 18 to 80. A mixture of a Burns 
Supper, song, eightsome reel, waltses, disco dancing and social games and Burns quiz. It 
finished in the Wee Sma' Oors. 

The Childrens' Burns Supper was held with great gusto in Deanpark School Hall. The 
children carry out all the offices, chairman, 'Immortal Memory', tae 'The Lasses' and 
replies. Individual song and verse and groups of same. The teachers are the waitresses. 
Square dancing, fast and furious, adult guests present are pulled on to the floor to dance 
also. All toasts drunk in orange juice. Spirit is in the bairns. Children's song and verse 
competitions were held in Deanpark School. Hall. lst, 2nd and 3rd in seniors and juniors. 
Also, special prizes for primary 3 and 4 reciting and singing bairns sangs. First and second 
in the seniors, primary 7 song and verse go forward to compete in the Edinburgh and 
District Burns Federation on Saturday 9th March. All prizes at Deanpark School are 
book tokens donated by the Balerno Burns Club. Competitions also for literary and 
competitions in the School, and essay. They receive book tokens, lst 2nd and 3rd for 
each. Also a silver cup for lst each, name inscribed and held for a year. Cups donated by 
individual members of the Club. Literary prizes donated by Marchbank Burns Club, 
Balerno. 

WM. R. SHANKS 

349. The HowffBurns Club. 'The best laid Schemes o' Mice an' Men, Gang aft Agley' 
and this truism was unfortunately experienced by the Club when it was forced to forgo the 
Annual Supper. However, this did not prevent its members from taking an active part in 
several other Burns suppers. 

Apart from its Annual General Meeting in May the Club held only two other meetings. 
In October Mr Bill Armour gave a talk on homebrewed wines and plied the members 
with some of 'The Mauts that Willie Brew'd'. The March meeting heard Mr Richard 
Roberts give a very interesting talk on books appertaining to the Bard. 

Immediate Past President Enez Logan and President Sam Hannah adjudicated at the 
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Burns Poetry Reading Competition at the Silverwood Primary School, Kilmarnock and 
later gave talks on the life. and works of Burns. The Club was well represented at the 
Leglen Woods Service, the Annual Church Service (at Tarbolton), the Burns day 
Celebrations in Kilmarnock and laid wreaths in January and July during the ceremonies 
at Burns Statue, Ayr. 

SAM HANNAH 

350. Markinch Burns Club The annual celebration of the birth of our national Bard 
was held in the Laurel Bank Hotel Markinch on 25th January 1985. The 140 guests 
enjoyed a highly successful programme of Burns works from the talented artistes 
assembled. Mr Thomson Ross delivered his tribute to the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert 
Burns which was well received by an enthusiastic audience. 

The Club maintained its close ties with the youth of the town and again presented 
prizes to the winners of the Burns Competition held annually at Markinch Primary 
School. 

DERRICK BROWN 

360. Lochee Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 24th January 1985 
when a company of 160 members and guests were welcomed by Vice-President George 
Beattie. The Haggis was piped in by Pipe-Major Stewart Bowman and carried by the 
President of the Ladies Section Mrs B. Lettice. The address to the Haggis was given by 
our Treasurer, Mrs Kathleen Beattie. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev 
J. J. Morrow, whose knowledge of the life of the Bard, combined with his humour, held 
the attention of the company with complete thought and tension. Entertainment was 
supplied by members Bruce Wallace and Bob Edward music, with songs from Miss M. 
Crighton and Messrs. A. Mcfarlane and J. Strachan. The toast to 'The Lasses' was 
presented by Mr W. Wighton and the reply by Mrs J. Harvey. A sketch of 'Tam O' 
Shanter' was portrayed by Past-President Ally Cowans and members to the delight of the 
company. Pipe selections were given after which, a dance concluded a very enjoyable 
evening. The sum of £58.02 was collected for the Jean Armour Homes. 

The Childrens' Competition is increasing annually, producing a wealth of talent for the 
future. St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 29th November 1984 by a company of 140 
members. The toast to St. Andrew and Scotland was proposed by the Rev J. Roy. Mr 
Ally Gowans addressed 'The Dumpling' with great enthusiasm; songs were rendered by 
Margaret Anderson and Ally Gowans Junr; a display of highland dancing was given by 
world champions, Gregor and Lesley Bowman accompanied by Pipe-Major Stewart 
Bowman. A dance concluded a wonderful evening. 

THOMAS YOUNG 

378. Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association. The annual wreath laying ceremony 
was held on Sunday 20th.January at the Nasynth Portrait in the National Portrait Gallery 
with kind permission of the Keeper Dr Thomson-The Lord Provost Mr J. Mackay was 
also present. The annual Verse and Song Competition was held on Saturday 9th March in 
the Royal Musselburgh with kind permission. Musical evening by Alan Borthwick and 
Company. 

G. HENDERSON LAING 
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Federation President John Inglis with Mr J. Jackson and members of Annan Ladies Burns 
Cl~b: Mrs M. Crossley, President Miss J. Aguss, (standing) Mrs M. J. Smith, Mrs Inglis, Mrs S. 
Knight (Secretary) and Miss E. Stubb (Treasurer). 

Photo: Annandale Observer 

393. Annan Ladies Burns Club. This took place on 31 st January 1985 in the Bruce 
Restaurant when Mr D. Wilson Ogilvie, Senior Vice-President of the Burns Federation 
proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and proved an excellent choice. His wide knowledge of 
the poet and his fine delivery held his audience captivated. Miss J. Aguss, President 
welcomed a large turnout of members, friends and delegates from surrounding 
Clubs-the Haggis carried aloft by the Secretary and Piped in by Leslie Watson. The 
Perennial favourite Mr Jim Jackson gave a stirring address. he also recited 'Tam O' 
Shanter' in his own imitable way after which he gave his own version of the 'Address to 
the Haggis' which had the listeners rolling with laughter. Greetings cards were read by the 
Secretary, they came from Dover to Aberdeen and 'A' the Airts' in between. One from 
Spain came from one of our members who was on holiday. Burns's songs were sweetly 
sung in harmony by Mrs J. Maxwell and Mrs E. Wilson. All the toasts were in the hands 
of Club members and were ably carried out. The accompanist for the evening was Mrs M. 
Murray. A most enjoyably evening. 

Our meetings had excellent attendances. AGM and Opening Meeting in October
Hallowe'en Party in November with the traditional apple dooking, guisers , etc. St. 
Andrew's Night was also held in November when our speaker for the evening was a VIP 
Guest-no less than John Inglis President of the Burns Federation who gave a very 
interesting talk on the Federation which was celebrating it's hundredth anniversary 1985. 
Christmas party in December was as usual a great success--carols, games and dancing 
were enjoyed by all present. Bring and Buy sale in February brought in a gratifying sum 
to help the Bank balance. At the March meeting we were entertained by Mr Walter 
Callender who sang all the Auld Scots Melodies. Mr Thirwell played the table organ with 
great sensitivity. Closing social in April , evening drive planned for June; looking forward 
to conference in London , renewing auld aquaintances and making new ones. 

SALLY K IGHT 
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401. Brig-En' (Waverley). The Annual Burns Supper was held in the Waverley Hotel, 
Dumfries on Friday lst February 1985. Club President Dr W. D. Balfour welcomed the 
company, and then went on to address the Haggis. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' 
was given by Mr John Glover. Mr Desmond Park proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and 
the reply was given by Mrs Alice Henderson. Mr Michael Webb gave a vote of thanks to 
the guests, and this was replied to by Mr Glover. Musical entertainment was provided by 
Mrs Keachie accompanied on the piano by Mr J. Halliday. Piper Ross was in attendance 
during the evening. 

ROBERT AGNEW 

405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. The Annual Burns Supper was celebrated with a 
Dinner and Dance and the Society was indeed honoured to have as its Principal Speaker 
Mr John A. Wallace, Solicitor, Chief Executive Tayside Regional Council, who gave an 
excellent 'Immortal Memory'. The toast to 'The City we bide in' and 'Oor Guests' was 
very ably proposed by a Past President Mr Thomas A. Docherty, and was responded to 
by Councillor G. Roy Munn, The Lord Mayor of the City of Sheffield. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Mr Ian C. Macpherson and responded to in verse by Mrs Sandra 
Preston. The toast to 'The President' and 'The Caledonian Society of Sheffield' was 
proposed by The Master Cutler, Mr Ian S. Porter and responded to by our President Mr 
Thomas B. Craigie. The Address to the Haggis was extremely well addressed by Mr 
Andrew Wilson. The entire evening was enjoyed by all those present and it was grand to 
see so many still with the company when the evening was brought to its close. 

The President's Reception and St. Andrew's Dinner dance was as popular as in former 
years and it was our pleasure to welcome The Hon. Neil Turner, former High Sheriff, as 
our main speaker. During the evening of dancing the programme was interspersed with 
Songs from the Shows by South Yorkshire Opera and they were well received. 

The Society continues to have a very active programme both during the summer and 
winter months. As 1984 was the year of the 'Olympics' the Society staged for its families 
'Calympics' where the young and the not so young could let their hair down and enjoy 
themselves in the lovely weather of last summer. 

During the Season we held two ceilidhs, one of these took the form of a Barn dance 
with the Cowslip Band, the President's Cup Competition took the form of a Photographic 
Evening and was much enjoyed. The standard of both slides and prints was excellent and 
it is good that so many were able to take part in this event. The Hogmanay Party as 
always was a huge success, with excellent supper and programme, The Country Dance 
Class continues to meet weekly and have a monthly dance as well as a large Scottish 
Country Dance in March, unfortunately the latter was at a new venue which did not 
appear to be too popular with low numbers attending although this could be accounted 
for with the poor weather. The Society had a very enjoyable evening with the 
Photographic Editor of 'Sheffield Newspapers' who showed his excellent slides of 
California and Japan, and just recently we held a Kindred Societies Evening with a Barn 
Dance with an All Ladies Band-'Airs and Graces'. The Scottish Arts Group have an 
interesting programme held monthly, culminating in a very good Scottish Concert with 
Haggis Supper at the end of march. The Society also has sporting activities and holds and 
an annual tournament in Tennis, Golf, and Indoor Bowls on a flat green, not forgetting a 
very active Bridge Section. 

The Charities Evening was again a success and £300 was sent to both 'The Dundee 
Crippled Aid Society' and the 'Sheffield Telegraph and Star Old Folks Fund' the evening 
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itself took the form of a 'Hill-Billy barbecue' and both the President his wife Kitty, 
inspired all by some delightful singing on the violin and guitar. 

The Annual Church Service took place on the morning after the President's Reception 
and was well attended and it was again our pleasure to be welcomed by our Chaplain, Rev 
Peter Chave, who gave an excellent sermon on 'Saint Andrew'. 

It has been pleasing to note that the 'Gaelic Class' is again in good fettle and is meeting 
on a regular basis under the guidance of Mr J. Colin Campbell. 

The Theatre Group has attended many Shows during the winter months not only in 
Sheffield, but also in Leeds and Nottingham. This group offers a very warm welcome to 
those on their own. For our older members an Afternoon Tea Party is arranged at the 
home of the President and Consort. 

The Society continues to grow in numbers, but sadly we learned of the death of Dr. 
John I. Taylor on 6th August 1984, aged 83. He was not only a double Past-President of 
the Caledonian Society of Sheffield but a Past President of the Burns Federation 1968-69. 
Dr Taylor enjoyed wearing his kilt of Cameron of Erracht tartan and complete with 
Balmoral bonnet, he graced many many functions. Sadly his wife died prior to his election 
as President of the Federation but he continued to take up his duties with faithfulness and 
zeal. Our Society is in very good heart and long may it continue in this shape. 

RICHARD A. COGHILL 

436. The Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held at the 
Lisdoonie Hotel on 24th January. The Honoured Guest was Mrs G. Robey who proposed 
the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of Robbie Burns. The Haggis was piped in by our 
usual Piper, Mr W. Parks. Mrs L. Nicholson proposed the toast to our Club. 'The Land 
We Live In' was proposed by Mrs D. Turnough a toast to the Forces was proposed by Mrs 
I. Broadbent. Dancing took place the rest of the evening and Piper Parks played for 
Scottish Dances-' Auld Lang Syne' sung at 11 pm. 

An evening cruise on Lake Windermere followed by a bar meal at Farmers Arms 
Lowick. We held keep fit and flower arranging demonstrations. A concert by Rampside 
Ladies WI,-Vickers Shipbuilders Junior Band entertained. In addition we had various 
fund raising events for local charities including saving halfpennies in a bottle for a fund to 
send a small boy to America for a Cochlea Implant which has been a success. Our year 
ended with our Anniversary Tea on 28th February with cold meal served by committee, 
dancing and games took place later. Members were served Sherry and Shortbread 
Honorary members were given miniature of whisky. Our Annual General Meeting was 
held on 7th March and new officers elected. 

MARGARET WILD 

437. Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1. Our 54th Annual Burns Supper was held on 
23rd January 1985 in the Aberdour Hotel when our President Mrs V. Kerr welcomed a 
large gathering of members and invited guests. Mr Wilson Ogilvie, Senior Vice-President 
of the Burns Federation, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and spoke of Robert Burns 
the supreme countryman. Other toasts were ably given by Club members. The Haggis 
was piped in by Mrs H. Nelson, carried aloft by Mrs H. Edgar and addressed by Mrs M. 
Parker. Many greetings from kindred Clubs were read by the Secretary Mrs Dickie and 
Mrs Shearer entertained the company to the songs of Robert Burns accompanied by Mr 
Ian Austin at the piano and Mrs M. Parker delighted everyone with her recitations. Miss 
June Nelson played a selection of tunes on the violin. 

Monthly programmes have been varied and very well attended and included a Bring 
and Buy Sale at the December meeting. St. Andrew's Night speaker was Mr Jim Jackson 
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from Annan with Mrs McCulloch, Mr Wilson, Mr Dalrymple and Mr Thomson providing 
songs and music. After the Anniversary Service in St. Michaels Church. On 25th January 
a wreath was laid at Burns' Mausoleum by our President. Our closing social in April was 
in the Aberdour Hotel and proved to be an enjoyable evening. Throughout the year we 
have been busy raising funds to hold a special evening to celebrate the Centenary of the 
Burns Federation. We held a successful Coffee Morning in February and have a Cheese 
and Wine Evening planned in May. During the year two of our members who have done a 
tremendous amount of work for our Club were made Honorary Members. Mrs M. 
Shearer and Mrs E Kirkland accepted this honour with pleasure. Our summer outing is to 
Rothesay. 

ELIZABETH HAINING 

454. Rotherham and District Scottish Association. The Burns Supper was held on 25th 
January 1985 in Whiston Village Hall when Mr Bob Stainton, Treasurer of Gainsborough 
and District Caledonian Society submitted an erudite analysis of our National Bard to a 
most receptive audience. The Haggis, piped in by Piper Ken MacLeod, was addressed in 
his inimitable manner by our Toast Master-Past President Bill Ingram. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was brilliantly and humorously proposed by Jack Hempsall and aptly replied to by 
Past President Mrs Chris Barker. The dancing which rounded off the evening was 
compered by Les. Jeavons, to music for Scottish country dancing arranged by Bernard 
Harris, and for all other forms of dance by the undersigned. The evening was voted a 
great success by all who attended. 

The other functions were all well supported and comprised a Summer Luncheon in 
June; a 'Strawberry Tea' in July held at the home of Mrs Ketton for the benefit of the 
Society Funds-our sincere thanks to Mrs Ketton and her friends for their efforts; The 
President's Reception Dinner-Dance at the Charnwood near Blyth when our President 
was supported by visiting Presidents from Sheffield, Doncaster and Retford started off 
the official year in October; the President's 'At Home' in November; a St. Valentine's 
Day ceilidh in February at which a great deal of latent and unsuspected talent emerged 
from the members of our Society; and an outing in April to the ancient city of York when 
most members of the Society visited the Viking Village of Jorvik. Many members from 
the Caledonian Society of Sheffield supported us in this venture. All-in-all, a most 
successful and well-supported year. 

At the Society AGM held in May, Mrs Jean Jeavons, a Past President and Secretary of 
the Society, was elected an honourary life member in token of her many services to this 
Association. 

G. IRVINE 

461. Leicester Caledonian Society. Our new President, Mr J. W. D. Baxter, gave 'The 
Address to the Haggis' at our Burns Dinner using the cermonial dirk, made and gifted 
some years ago by our Hon. Piper Iain D. Insch, and in the presence of the Lord Mayor, 
Councillor Michael Cufflin and the Lady Mayoress, Mrs Susan Cufflin. Special guests this 
year were Jimmie and Rita McAllister, following our policy of inviting anyone with 50 
years membership to the function. Jimmie was our first Pipe-Major when he had a Pipe 
Band (Rita made the uniforms) and was instrumental in promoting the dance team as well 
as many other ongoing activities in the Society. A thought provoking but superb toast to 
the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Sandy Macdonald from Oakham whose wife, 
Margaret, replied to 'The Lasses' proposed by Joe Oliver. Stuart Parton, one of our 
young members gave a lighthearted and witty toast to the City of Leicester to which the 
Lord Mayor replied in like vein. Joan Hartshorn sang Burns' songs delightfully and 
unaccompanied while Joe Parton gave us a miscellany of Burns poems. The whole warm 
friendly, family evening at our new venue, the Glen Hotel, ended with dancing. 
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. Once again our Haggis Supper was a sell out. With our youngsters giving a dance 

display and rec1tmg poems plus other entertainment by members it is no wonder it has 

become a popular annual event. 
The President's Evening, St. Andrew's Dinner , New Year Ball , Saturday Night S. C. 

Dance, Whist Drive, all reflected the happy social atmosphere which has been prevalent 

at our functions recently. Our weekly Monday Night social dances have also done so with 

the beginners/revision class being especially popular. Many members enjoyed the 

summer outing of EMASS hosted by Derby and others were delighted to join the West 

Midlands District at their ceilidh in the Tam O' Shanter Club in Coventry and to meet the 

Federation President. 
MRS J. M . CUTTING 

Top Table at Leicester Caledonian Society's annual supper: Mr and Mrs J. Oliver, Mr and Mrs 

Sandy Macdonald, Mrs G. Baxter, Lord Mayor, Councillor M. Cufflin, Mr J. W. D. Baxter 

(President) and Lady Mayoress, Mrs S. Cufflin. 
Photo: Leicester Mercury 

462. Cheltenham Scottish Society. The Annual Supper was A Burns Night to 

remember. Introduced by the 'Lads'. (James Graham, Norman Robertson and John 

Scott-all ex Presidents) singing 'A Peck o' Maut', extracts from 'To a Mouse' and 'The 

Cottar ' read by Edith McKenzie and Eric Cheyne followed. The ' Immortal Memory' was 

proposed by Bert Bews (Past President of the Perth Burns Club) who was given a 

standing ovation for a splendid address. James Graham in his own inimitable way brought 

'Tam O' Shanter' to life: and 'The Lasses' were toasted in grand style by Len Mason . The 

programme was interspersed with a number of Burns songs sung by Patricia Naysmith 
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and Julia Joynt who were in excellent voice ably accompanied by Marion Kelk. This was a truly memorable Burns Night for all who were priviliged to be present. 
During the year a full programme of events catered for all tastes. From the opening Ceilidh in September, weekly country dancing, piping classes, children's Highland dancing followed. St. Andrews Day dinner, a slide show (for the benefit of the Scottish National Trust), a Heritage Circle literary evening, Hogmanay, the High Ball at the Town Hall, a skittle evening and a winding-up dance at Stanway Tithe Barn, gave us a busy season. An innovation was a river trip on the Severn from Worcester, and a Concert/Dance both of which proved popular. Much credit is due to the worthy Secretary, Bill Cowie and Eric Cheyne, the incoming Vice-President for their concert efforts. 

W.COWIE 

494. Motherwell United Services Club. The Annual Anniversary Dinner was held on Wednesday 23rd January 1985 when 200 members and friends sat down to the traditional fare. The 'Haggis' was addressed by David Lees and piped in by Piper George Lawson. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev Gilbert Thomson BA, of Wishaw Chalmers Church in an excellent manner. The 'Club' was toasted by Ex-Chief Inspector Alex Thomson and replied to by Jim Cooper. Readings were preformed by Andrew Gillespie and his friends in their own inimitable manner. The signers were Gavin Stewart and Jim Cowan. The evening was voted one of the best yet. 
The Club continues to meet each month with a varied progamme of events. Once again we visited our friends at 'The Tam O' Shanter Burns Club' Coventry and we reciprocated by hosting their visit to Motherwell. A successful inter-Club visit took place between ourselves and Hawick Burns Club. The St. Andrew's Night dance was also a great success. 

STEVENSON NAISMITH 

501. Galt Burns Club. The Galt Burns Club held their 77th Annual Banquet on Saturday 26th January 1985 in the main hall of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 121, celebrating the 226th anniversary of Robert Burns, Scotland's Bard. The event began with the piping in of the head table which consisted of Mayor Claudette Millar, President Tom Milne, with his wife Ina who is Treasurer, Vice-President Jim Cunningham with his wife Jean, and Jim and Greta Hanley all of whom are on the Club executive. President Tom Milne welcomed the members and guests and handed over the proceedings to the Chairman for the evening Jim Cunningham. 
The dinner started with the traditional 'Selkirk Grace' and piping in of the Haggis carried by Jim Hanley, by W. 0. 2 Joe Robson of the Hespeler Legion Pipe Band. The address to the Haggis was given by Chairman Jim. President Tom Milne sang the 'Star o' Rabbie Burns' accompanied by Margaret DeBrusk. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' the highlight of the evening was proposed by our Mayor Claudette Millar who is the first woman in the history of the Galt Burns Club to do so since our formation in 1907. Greta Hanley gave the vote of thanks to our speaker and presented her with a beautifully engraved plaque in appreciation from the Club. Toasts were made to Canada and messages of apology were read by the Chairman from Chris Speyer MP and Bill Barlow MPP who were unable to attend due to the PC Convention in Toronto to elect a new Premier for Ontario. The toast to the City of Cambridge, proposed by John Duggan was suitably replied to by Mayor Millar who took the opportunity to thank everyone for the presentation and stated how much she looks forward to the Burns night. It is obvious that our Mayor is not only a great lover of Burns works but shows a great love of our national dish haggis. Jean Cunningham did an exceptional job in reading one of Burns better known poems 'To a Louse'. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Bill Pettigrew 154 
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Jim Hanley bringing in the Haggis at Galt Burns Club's annual supper. 

and the reply by Moira Nicholson one of our newer members , and very pleasingly too. 
During the Social part of the evening the guests were entertained by a display of 

highland dancing by Cathie Robson with her husband Joe piping the music. We were also 
entertained by the Cambridge District Pipe Band who are at present the 3rd Grade 
Canadian Champions. General dancing to music of the Glen Street trio rounded off a 

very enjoyable evening. 
MRS. GRETA HANLEY 

516. The Airts Burns Club Prestonpans. Our Burns Supper was held on Saturday 26th 
January 1985 the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr William Hutchison a member of 

the Club. 
A St. Andrews Night; a bus drive to East Lothian Burns Country and monthly Dances. 

We also held a 50th Anniversary Ceremony on 21th July at the Prestonpans Burns 

Shelter. 
WALTERM . MUIR 

523. Highland Society of N.S.W. The Annual Supper was held in St. Pauls Church 
Hall Burwood on Friday 18th January 1985. A talk on Burns was given by Mr Macgilverry 
who also gave the toast to 'The Lasses'. Mrs Dot McKenzie replied to the toast. 'The 
Address to the Haggis' by Jim Neale was superbly done and shows why he is so popular 
for this job. Mrs Jean Bell entertained us with several songs appropriate to the evening. 
Even with all else there was still time for all to enjoy dancing for a good portion of the 

evening. 
Normal monthly socials are held on the third Friday each month in St. Pauls Church 

Hall, Burwood. ALAN MILLS 
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530. Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association. On 16th July the Brow Well 
service took place Mr T. Mcillwraith, Past President Burns Federation, addressed the 
gathering. The Rosamond Club Gretna played host to the company. On 25th January 
1985 the Church Service in St. Michael's Church was conducted by Rev. John Pagan, a 
good turnout. Many schools took part in this service which they seem to enjoy and are 
interested in it. The wreath-laying ceremony took place at the Mausoleum afterwards. 
The session has been a busy one raising funds for the Centenary year. The SSCBA held a 
dinner at the Bruce Hotel Annan. W. Ogilvie proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Reply to 
the toast of Burns Federation was given by Mr J. Inglis, President of Bums Federation. 
We have also been busy raising funds to celebrate the Octo Centenary of Dumfries in 
1986. 

The Schools Competition has been well supported and book prizes donated to the 
winners value £120. 

The Joseph Laing Waugh Competition orgnaised by the Wallace Hall Academy, 
Thornhill was won by two girls Tracey Ann McKenzie, Shirley E. Ross both from 
Thornhill. The Howff Mens Club have again played host to visitors to the town. 

MRS. MARY SHEARER 

534. Bedlington and District Burns Club. The Dinner was held in the Masonic Hall at 
Bedlington on 23rd January 1985 when an attendance of 68 celebrated the anniversary. A 
truly absorbing 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr Alex Disselduff of Dunoon. Our 
Vice-President, Mr Bob Hamilton, once again gave his annual address to the Haggis 
impeccably. Fellow orators Dr David Irwin, Mr Jack King and President Dr John Brown, 
all added to a highly entertaining evening. 

The Club's Annual 'Boxing Night', held actually on 29th December proved to be a 
successful pleasant evening. A buffet dance is to be held on March 16th 1985. 

JAS. K. STEWART 

548. Leeds Caledonian Society. The Annual Burns Supper on 26th January 1985 
attracted a record attendance of 190. The Haggis was piped to the table by our Hon. Piper 
Jeff Nixon and eloquently addressed by Mr Archie Jeffers. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed in a well researched speech by Mr Roy Wood from Oban. 'The Land We Live 
In' proposed in light hearted vein by Mr A. Boyd Brodie was suitably replied to by the 
Lord Mayor councillor Douglas Gabb QBE who with his wife, the Lady Mayoress graced 
the occasion. Mrs Jean Barker, President of the Society proposed the toast to 'Our 
Guests' and Prof Philip Thody responded with great humour Dr Sheila Hamilton, 
Chairman brought the evening, which had been under the watchful eye of the Chapper 
Maister Dr John Hamilton to a fitting close. 

Other events included in the spring a concert by our friends from the Kilmarnock Reel 
and Strathspey Society. Ceilidhs in the Autumn and, as usual, at Hogmanay and the St. 
Andrews Dinner dance when 150 members and friends were present at the time of writing 
plans are being finalised for the Yorkshire and Humberside Scots Societies County Ball 
which the Leeds Caledonian Society is hosting in the Queens Hotel, Leeds on 26th April. 
This promises to be a spectacular evening with an attendance of about 400. Sir Graham 
MacMillan is to be Chieftain for the evening and the President of the Burns Federation 
and his wife Mr and Mrs John Inglis will also attend. We also took part in the Yorkshire 
So~ieties ~uiz a~d .although we did not win the cup we enjoyed meeting members of 
ne1ghbourmg Societies and we were the losers again when we played against Harrogate at 
bowls. Ah well-there is always next year!! 

MRS. JACQUELINE JOHNSTONE 
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551. Scarborough Caledonian Society. 73 members and guests attended the Burns' 

Night Supper at the Castle Hotel, Scarborough. The menu was traditional and everyone 

enjoyed the meal. An attractive touch was the sketch of Burns's Cottage on the menus a 

change from the usual tartan ribbons. After the meal, we enjoyed a sing-song led by Mr 

Doug Bethune, who also sang solo. Mr Peter Mitchell gave a rousing 'Address to the 

Haggis' and Mr David Muir an excellent speech on Burns prior to proposing the 

'Immortal Memory'. 
Other events in March 1985 we celebrated our Golden Jubilee, then had to decide 

whether or not, in view of dwindling numbers, we could continue as a Society. After a 

summer's hard campaign, we can look forward optimistically to a further fifty years 

membership having increased by 50%. During the winter we had various social evenings: 

in November Miss Elizabeth Hanley played the fiddle and provided music for a sing-song; 

in January we had our Burns' Supper; in February our Ceilidh was a great success-Miss 

Hanley played again, Mrs Valnai Brown sang and played both the dulcimer and the 

ocarina, Mrs Jean Steel sang and introduced the other guests and Mrs May Whitehead 

proved an entertaining raconteuse, in March our locai historian, Miss Marie Belfitt talked 

to us about Scarborough's rise as a resort and the history of our SPA. All meetings have 

been well attended and we look forward to the 1985/6 session with confidence. 
MRS. P. M. McNAUGHTON 

553. Wolverhampton and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held on 

Friday 25th January 1985 at the Masonic Lodge, 211 Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton. 

177 people attended and the usual very high standard was maintained. President George 

Dunwoody doing an excellent job in his first year of office. The speeches-toasts were very 

ably carried out as follows:-'lmmortal Memory'-W. K. Dunwoody; 'Address to the 

Haggis'-Laurie Craigie; Reply to the 'Town We Bide In'-Frank Mason; Toast to 'The 

Lasses'-Dr W. Fowler and reply-Helen Moore. Dancing till 1 am to Dennis Salter and 

His Band. 
St. Andrew's Dance-Saturday 24th November, 1984 at the Connaught Hotel, 

Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton-attendance 90--very enjoyable evening-dancing till 

1 am to Willie MacFarlane and His Band. 
Various other supper and buffet dances spread over the period September, 1984 to 

April, 1985. Presidents Night held in February, 1985 which comprised a Beetle Drive 

Bingo and Quiz-very popular night. 
Annual General Meeting held on Thursday, 9th May, 1985. 

PETER SHARPLES 

555. Harrogate St. Andrew Society. Annual Supper was held in the Granby Hotel, 

Harrogate on Saturday 26th January, 1985. The Haggis was piped in by _the Society's 

Honorary Piper Squadron Leader Angus Grant and addressed by the President, Murdo 

McLean Graha~. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr David W. Purdie who is 

an outstanding speaker and a delight to listen to. The to~s~ to 'The Lasses' was propos_ed 

by Mr Mark Piper, and the President's Lady, Jennie .Graham, re~ponded. Ju~1or 

Vice-President Fergus Donaldson proposed the toast to Our Guests and Councillor 

Stanley Hazel responded. 
A very full programme included the St. Andrew's Dinner Dance in the Granby Hotel 

and St. Andrew's Day Commemoration Service in St. Paul's URC conducted by the Hon. 
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Chaplain, Rev S. 0. Jones, the ever popular Wine and Pate Evening and Safari Supper, the Hogmanay Ball, an evening with the local Welsh Society, a Ceilidh and evening of Square Dancing, the proceeds from which went to charity, and several Ladies Nights. 
MRS. ISOBEL C. FAIRS 

559. Coventry and District Caledonian Society. Our Burns Dinner was held at the Manor Hotel Meriden 25th January 1985. The Principal Guests were the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Coventry. Presiding in the Chair, President Mrs May Loynes who addressed the Haggis which was played in by Davie Murdoch, for some years in the past our Honorary Piper. The 'Immortal Memory' proposed by a Past President Mrs Muriel Davies who gave us 'A Women's Insight on the Life of Burns'. The usual high standard of speeches, piping, songs and an excellent meal all proving a very successful evening enjoyed by all who attended. Looking around on that evening, it gave me great pleasure to see with us many of the younger generation from teenage up attending a Burns Night must surely widen their knowledge and understanding of Burns. 
In June a Social Evening and a trip to London to hear at the Albert Hall, The Strings of Scotland. The President's Reception in· October was a good gathering of members. November our annual St. Andrew's Dinner with proceeds of the raffle to Caledonian Schools Bushy. December 'Hogmanay Party' until midnight and then all to a 'First Foot'. January members attended many Burns nights and quite a few of us as speakers. February we had a good turn out of members to the Ceilidh of West Midlands District of Burns Federation. March to commemorate the Federation's Centenery year a social in wean of that era, songs, and slides of 'Tam O' Shanter'. Prizes to Peter Seers 1st as 'Holy Willie' 2nd Adrianne Winnie Laing (Tam O' Shanter's witch), 3rd Alice and Bill Brown (costume worn of that time). Brings me now to Scottish Dance Class still in full swing and demonstration team as always busy members of team give many hours of their free time to· entertain at hospitals, homes for elderly, disabled and other functions. April Committee Dinner. 

WINIFRED R. LAING 

561. The London (Ont.) Burns Club. Annual Supper was held on 26th January, 1985, in the Commonwealth Ballroom of the Holiday Inn, London, Ontario. Guest Speaker Prof Edward J. Cowan, gave an inspiring and memorable 'Immortal Memory'. Three hundred and sixty guests gave Ted a standing ovation for one of the best yet. The toast 'The Lasses' given by Tom Drennan, was replied too by Mrs Janet Mann. The Haggis Bearer, Mr Tom Sutherland, was piped in by Lt. Col. B. Griffiths. The 'Address to the Haggis' was recited by Mr Tom Crook. The toast 'The City of London', proposed by chairman John Scoular, was replied to by Deputy Mayor, Mr Orlando Zamprogna. Honoured guests included the Rt. Hon. William Stewart and his wife Ann, also Mr Ron Van Horne, a member of the Ontario Provincial Parliament. This was a excellent evening, enjoyed by all. 
April 1984, saw the start of another Club year with the Guest Speaker, A Member of the Bar, Topic:-The Hosts' responsibilities regarding intoxicated guests. May:Members were saddened to hear of the death of one of our longest Club members' Mr James Mclellan. 1-3rd June, the Club was proud to host the 5th Annual Conference of 
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the North American Association of Federated Burnsians. A great weekend was had by 
the 120 delegates attending same. 14th June-Members of the Club were deeply shocked 
to learn of the sudden death of Mr Jack Raeside, a past Vice-President and a founder of 
the Club as it is now. Jack and his wife Li\ having only returned from a holiday in 
Scotland, a few days before his death. In July the 4th Annual Memorial Service 
commemorated th death of our Bard, and also remembered those having died in the 
preceeding year. Members and their families also enjoyed the annual picnic at Eastpark 
Golf Course. Members from the Club also attended the lst Annual Golf Competition, 
held under the auspices of the NAAFB, at Twenty Va11ey Golf Club, St. Catherines, 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. A great weekend was had at the Beacon Inn. August:-A 
contingent from the Club flew to Scotland for a holiday and also to attend the Federation 
Conference 'at Stirling, Scotland. Later we learned that our President, Dr Jim Connor, 
had been successful in obtaining the Junior Vice-Presidency on the Federation Executive 
Committee. September:-The Club toasted Dr Jim's success with champagne and cake at 
its first meeting of the second session of the Club year. September also saw the Club's 
participation in 'The Scottish Pavilion' of Kava\kade '84. This was a very successful three 
day ethnic event, with the Scottish Pavilion being voted No. 1, once again. Twenty-three 
Clubs took part in this event. November was the start of the children's Competition. 
December-we sponsored a pantomime-' Robinson Crusoe'. December-Christmas 
Party. January-Burns Supper-February-NAAFB Bonspie\, this was a great night, 
with our fe11ow Burnsians from Niagara Fall, Burns Club. March-Guest speaker Walter 
Perry enthralled members with recitations and songs of Burns. 

MAGDALENE A. ERDOS 

566. The Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. Our 46th Annual Burns Supper 
was held in the Hilton International Hotel, on Friday 25th January with 343 members and 
friends in attendance. We had two guests from America, two from Scotland and one from 
South Africa, and others travelling as much as 400 miles by coach (because of the Rail 
dispute) to be with us. A very happy and successful evening was enjoyed by all. Our 
Guest of Honour, Mr Malcolm Broun, QC, a Sydney Barrister, proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory', with the accent on the Poet's mother, Agnes Broun. Other toasts, speeches 
and readings were delivered by our own members. Again our thanks to a11 our Kindred 
Societies and Clans for their support. . 

During the year we enjoyed some very successful evenings including a Mini Supper in 
the middle of the year. Our St. Andrew's Day Service was held in the Scots Church on 
25th November at the beginning of Scottish Week when the colourful ceremony of the 
Kirkin' o' the Tartan took place. BBC Scotland telephoned our member, Charles Murray 
asking him to arrange a greetings tape from our members to families and friends at horn~. 
This was broadcast on Hogmanay by Moira Anderson. Here in Sydney, member David 
Inglis, Minister of Scots Church was asked by ABC to arrange a New Year's Eve 
Programme. The programme entitled 'Ring out the Wild Be11s' was b,roadcast .a~ 11.30 pm 
on 31st December 1984 with both the Rev Inglis and our Secretary on the air . On 20th 
January, we attended St. Stephen's Church for our An~ual Burns M~moria.l Service and 
later our own little ceremony at the Butns Statue m the Domam. This year, Past 
President (and Hon. President of Burns Federation) Charles Murray spoke to us o~ ~he 
history of the Statue which celebrated its 80th birthday on,30th January. A Fund R~1s~ng 
Committee was formed in 1903, the Patron being the Governor General. S~b~cnpuon 
books were printed with a picture of the Poet in front and a request for one sh1llmg from 
every admirer of the Poet. The money was raised in just over one year-:-~1,100 plus a 
further £400 for the granite pedestal on which the Statue stands. The unve1lmg ceremony 
was a grand affair with special trains bringing people from all over the State, and from 
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midday on crowds of people on foot, by horse and sulky and other forms of transport 
flocked to the Domain. When the ceremony started, the 5th Regiment of the Scottish 
Rifles formed a guard of honour and received the Governor. Speeches were made, 
including one by Prime Minister George Reid who was born in Johnstone, Scotland. The 
Burns Memorial Choir sang, as did the crowds and the Pipes played 'The Land o' the 
Leal'. It must have been a wonderful sight-80 years ago. 

We end our year with a concert for Miss Jean Redpath and our Annual Clan Night on 
20th March when the theme for the evening was Clan Robertson. 

MAY DICKIE 

572. Chester Caledonian Association. This year was our Centenary Celebration and 
was held on 26th January at the Grosvernor Hotel, Chester. 250 members and guests 
were present. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by the Hon. Lord Ross of Edinburgh. 
Guests included the Mayor and Sheriff of Chester and the Bishop of Chester. H. M. 
Forces were represented by Group Captain Saunders RAF. 

BRIAN B. HOPPER 

Lord Ross of Edinburgh, President T. S. Lea and members at Chester Caledonian 
Association's centenary dinner. 

581. Cumbernauld and District Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on 
Tuesday 22nd January 1985 m the Roadside Hall Village Cumbernauld before a capacity 
audience of members and friends including Provost Jim Pollock JP District Council 
Chairman. Club Piper, Jimmy Kinloch headed the procession escorting in the Haggis 
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which was addressed by Club Secretary, Tom Myles. President Joe Keegan welcomed all 
present and said how delighted he was that the programme for the evening was being 
entirely carried out by Club members. A sparkling 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
John Linn which earned him a well-earned standing ovation. Andy Ramsay was in 
excellent form with one of the finest toasts to 'The Lasses' ever heard in the Club. David 
Boyle and Jim Graham were in top form as singers whilst Ron Paterson and Frank 
McAdam made their readings come alive. Robert Ralph, our blind pianist proved more 
than capable as accompanist and new member Greg White proved his mastery on the 
pipes. A big hit of the evening however was the wonderful fiddle playing of Jim Burgess. 
The vote of thanks was proposed by Vice-President Tommy Birkmyre. 

A special meeting was held on Friday 29th March to celebrate the lOOth Anniversary of 
the Burns Federation. Invitations had been extended to Allanton Jolly Beggars, 
Rutherglen Rosebery, Falkirk, Newmarket and Glasgow Masonic Burns Clubs and 
despite artic conditions a first class evening was enjoyed by all. A cake beautifully 
decorated and baked by Frank McAdam was cut by new Club President Tommy 
Birkmyre accompanied by Tom Clapperton. Tom, a youthful 78 years of age, had earlier 
been made an Hon. Life Member of Cumbernauld Club for the services he has rendered 
to the Burns movement for 60 years as reader and dedicated worker. This grand old man 
made suitable reply. The toast to the Federation was proposed by Club Secretary Tom 
Myles. Special mention must also be made of another veteran, John Gray, who at 84 
possesses a singing voice to put most younger singers to shame. Jimmy Kinloch, 
Vice-President echoed the feelings of all present for a wonderful evening in his vote of 
thanks. 

TOM MYLES 

589. Solway Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Bruce Restaurant 
on 24th January under the chairmanship of President Mrs Sandra Cram b. Immediate Past 
President Mr Jim Hawkins proposed the 'Immortal Memory, this being the custom of the 
Club. This was followed by the traditional toasts and replies, interspersed with music and 
song of a very high standard. 

The Club enjoyed a very successful year, commencing with a bus trip to Wanlockhead 
for a guided tour of the old lead mines. A good representation of members attended the 
Brow Well ceremony in July. The Annual Buffet/Dance was held in October and 
included some hilarious team games which were thoroughly enjoyed by all. Powfoot Golf 
Club was the venue for the St. Andrew's Night Dinner. The Principal speaker was Mr 
Ronnie Crichton Past President of Dumfries Burns Club and Vice-President of Scottish 
Southern Counti~s who captivated the audience with his ready wit! 

The year ended in March with the AGM, followed by a social evening. 
FRANK B. SMITH 

618. Altrincham and Sale Caledonian Society. The 40th Annual Burns Supper was 
held on Friday, 25th January, 1985 in the Masonic Hall, Sale, when Mr T. 
Marriott-Moore presided over a gathering of 110 members and friends. The Haggis, 
carried by Mr Tom Convoy, was piped in by Mr A. M. Morrison and addressed by Mr J. 

C. Wallace. 
Mr D. Wilson Ogilvie, Senior Vice-President of the Federation gave a superb 
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'Immortal Memory' based on Burns, the countryman and richly deserved the standing 
ovation. Mr A. K. McCallum gave the traditional toast to 'The Lasses' to which Mrs J. R. 
Lucas ably replied. A selection of Burns songs was sung by Mrs Thelma Moran 
accompanied at the piano by Dr I. M. Hall. Mr D. H. Watson acted as Chairman and a 
comprehensive vote of thanks was given by Mr J. K. Glass. The dinner was followed by 
dancing for which Mr J. C. Wallace was MC. The Society has held a successful 
programme of events throughout the'year. 

J. McFARLANE 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars. On Frday 25th January 1985, Chieftain William M. Scott 
presided over a gathering of 84 members at the Anniversary Dinner, held for the first 
time at the Thistle Hotel, Milnathort. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed in excellent 
fashion by the guest of honour, the Rev James Greig of Irvine. Thanks for the address 
were moved by George Turnbull, Croupier. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was given in humorous fashion by Louis Morton, PC and 
replied to in a similar vein by Tom White. John F. Watson, PC toasted our founder 
'Robert Burns Begg and them that's awa' and noted the passing of Robert (Bob) Kay, PC 
and John Williamson, Life Member. The programme of songs and recitations was ably 
carried out by Bert Dunbar, John Kidd, Iain Halliday, Louis Morton and Tom White. 
Pipers were Bob Hamilton and Angus McKillop and the accompanist Bruce Inglis. 

John Kidd, Past Chieftain, our long-serving secretary, intimated his retiral from the 
post. The Chieftain paid tribute to John's work for the Club and the honour he had 
brought through his appointment in 1981-1982 as President of the Burns Federation. He 
then presented John with an inscribed medallion to mark his election as Life Chieftain. 
Gordon Y. George, Past Chieftain, was elected secretary to succeed Mr Kidd. 

GORDON Y. GEORGE 

630. Coalsnaughton Burns Club. Once again we can report a busy and eventful year. 
On Saturday 23rd June 1984 a party of our members visited Gorebridge Burns Club and 
were delighted with their evening. Saturday 25th August 1984 saw a party of members 
from Auchterderran Burns Club visit our premises and enjoyed our hospitality. St. 
Andrew's Night was celebrated with a Dinner Dance on Saturday lst December. Guest 
speaker for the evening was Mr Tom Mcllwraith, Past President of the Burns Federation. 
A selection of Burns songs was given by Mr Albert Campbell and recitations were from 
Mrs Millie Sneddon. Music was provided by the George McCallum duo. Saturday 22nd 
December saw us start a new venture-a Christmas party for our members children-131 
kiddies attended and each one received a present from Santa-(Mr W. Murray). Teas 
were served by our Ladies Section. Music was from George McCallum. Our Burns 
Supper was held in the Club Rooms on Saturday 26th January. President Mr Kennedy 
welcomed the members and guests. 

JOHN PICKLES 

632. Symington Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner got off to a good start with a 
hearty meal at The Halfway House Hotel, Symington on 24th January. We were then 
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treated to an excellent programme of talent starting with 'Immortal Memory' from Rev 

Ian Mcdonald of Tarbolton Parish Church-a Hielander by birth but well schooled in 

Burns. 'The Lasses' were well and truly toasted by a 90 years 'young' from Troon-Mr 

Peter Howie, who is not a bad poet himself. The Club Secretary, Mrs Margaret Hume, 

found it very difficult to be hard on the opposite sex in reply to such wily charms. 18-year 

old Mark Murphy delighted the company with his readings including his 'Address to the 

Haggis', which was piped in by Mr Ian McGarry. The music was provided by the lovely 

voices of Mrs May Gray and Mr Mike Evans who were accompanied by Miss Sheila Wills 

on the piano. A collection at the function in aid of The Jean Armour Burns Houses at 

Mauchline raised £30.00. 
Our St. Andrew's Night guest speaker was the Rev Tom Scott who entertained the 

company with an informative talk interspersed with some humorous stories. Our singers 

for the evening were Mrs Maureen Leitch and 9 year old Angus Nicolson who was one of 

the school prize winners. Unfortunately due to fuel shortages etc. the school was unable 

to hold the usual Burns Supper but the competition prize winners received their prizes at 

the Easter service from Club Pesident Harry Bull. The winner of the D1lgleish Cup for 

singing was Katherine Ballantine, The Anderson Cup for recitation Zoe Hodgkinson and 

the Nimmo Trophy for Scottish Literature Lynn Bell. 
MARGARETW. HUME 

642. Rutherglen Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper under the chairmanship of 

President James Morrow was held on Monday 7th January 1985, attended by 70 members 

and Friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by the Rev Dennis Baildam, who gave a 

most scholarly discourse which revealed a genuine knowledge and love of his subject. The 

musical entertainment was provided by Piper John McKinnon, singers Sam and Margeret 

Mcfadyen accompanied by our own Muriel Ewing and Tom Barrie, as well as addressing 

the Haggis, gave a vivid rendering of Tam O' Shanter. In short, a most enjoyable 

evening. 
In January we lost two of our members. Ron Turbitt our first Club Bard and Robert 

Nairn, Past President died in the same week. Both were Founder Members. Ron had a 

large repertoire of poems in his memory, both by Burns and others. Robert brought to 

the office of President both dignity and a friendly disposition. 
Our outing in May 1985 was to Mauchline where we were met by members of 

Mauchline Burns Club, who took us in groups to Mauchline Church and churchyard and 

to the Burns Museum. Their help made our visit a very rewarding one. 
Our meetings throughout the session have been attended by about 30-40 members. Our 

speakers have included Abe Train and our own Past President John Hill. We had a visit 

from Mr and Mrs Crawford from Stonehouse with a wonderful cine-film made by them of 

the places in Scotland associated with Burns. And, as usual, we had an excellent joint 

meeting in march with Rutherglen Old Parish Womens' Guild, an evening of songs and 

poetry organised by Muriel Ewing, and with a fascinating contribution by members of 

Bearsden-Milngavie Lady Speakers' Club dressed in 18th century costume, in which they 

gave monologues in the characters of some of the women in Burns life. 
ALISON BROWN 

646. The Clear Winding Devon Burns Club. Club members and friends from Kindred 

Clubs were welcomed by Vice-President Mr G. Burt to the Anniversary Dinner held on 
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Friday lst February 1985. After paying a token of respect for the late Mr James Hay 
Honorary Past President and Treasurer. The Haggis was piped in by Club Piper Mrs 
Janet Snaddon, Mrs Ina Shires carrying the Haggis which was addressed by Honorary 
Pesident Mr Paul Kennedy. The 'Selkirk Grace' by Mr G. Burt followed by an excellent 
dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr Douglas Buck who gave an 
excellent address on Burns' life and works which was much appreciated by the company. 
After which the lament was played by the Club Piper. Toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed 
by Mr John Anderson, replied by Mrs Janet Snaddon. Other toasts honoured were the 
Club by Mr Jim Cook from Sauchie Burns club. Reply by. Mr Jim Shirs. Recitations by 
Mrs Jessie Morrison 'Sic a Wife as Willie had' Mr Douglas Buck. 'Holy Willie's Prayer', 
'Tam O' Shanter' by Mr John Anderson. The musical programme was sustained by Miss 
E. Connelly who delighted the company with her songs accompanied by Mr Michael 
Lamb also Mr Albert Campbell accompanied by Mrs Margaret Ramage. Votes of thanks 
were proposed by Mr Tom Jackson. A Scotch Night was once again held instead of a St. 
Andrew's Night and also four other social evenings were held during the season. 

MRS. JANET SNADDON 

660. Langholm Ladies Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Crown Hotel, 
Langholm on 31st January 1985. After welcoming the company the President, Miss Grace 
Brown, said the 'Selkirk Grace' then addressed the Haggis, which was piped in by MissJ. 
Ellwood. After an excellent meal of traditional fare, the President introduced our Chief 
Guest:-William S. Young, who was Langholm's Cornet for 1984 Common Riding. It 
was gratifying to hear the next generation give such an excellent 'Immortal Memory' with 
many apt Burns quotations. Mr Arthur N. Elliot proposed 'Town, Trade and Agriculture' 
in his own witty manner and Mr Graham Murray was really very kind in 'The Lasses' 
toast, Mrs Turk toasted 'The Chief Guest' and replies were given by Mr D. B. Pool, Mrs 
Elaine Anderson and cornet Young. Burns songs were given by Mrs Ann Halliday, Mr 
Irvine Stuart and Mr Michael Turk with Mr Stanley Thewlis at the piano and 'Tam O' 
Shanter' was ably recited by the President. Mrs E. Edgar gave the vote of thanks and we 
closed with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

In October 1984 we held a 'Do-It-Yourself Dinner' cooked by the Committee. 
Members entertained-Mrs M. Boyd with 2 of her own poems, the President gave the 
Burns Reading and Mrs A. Maxwell and Mrs J. Young gave games. Mrs Mina Fenton was 
a guest and demonstrated Floral Arrangements. We had toffee as it was Hallowe'en. In 
November 1984---dinner in Crown Hotel-main speaker-Mr Tommy Beattie who spoke 
on 'The Life of a Commercial Traveller'. Mrs Anderson read 'To a Louse' and also 'A 
Night in the Factory Entry'-a local poem. The vote of thanks by Mrs Turk came after 
the Raffle was drawn. In February 1985 dinner in Crown Hotel followed by the Burns 
Reading 'To a Mountain Daisy' by Mrs Turk. Mr Ben Philips held us spell bound by his 
show of slides some local also on Canada and Germany. Sales table and raffle followed 
and Vice-President Mrs Turk gave vote of thanks. 

MRS ELAINE ANDERSON 

664. West Kilbride Burns Club. The Annual Dinner took place on Wednesday 23rd 
January at Seamill Hydro. The President, Mr Russell Hodge was in the Chair. The dinner 
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A happy group of members, guests and artistes at West Kilbride Burns Club's dinner. 

was attended by 108 members , guests and ·friends, Mr Armond Kay , from Paisley 

proposed the ' Immortal Memory' in a sincere address. The toast to 'The Lasses ' was 

given by Mr Robert Menzies. This young man 's speech was very amuusing , he was a 

cheerful orator and Mrs Anne Scott, from Ayr replied. Her speech was lovely , 

exceedingly meaningful and moving. The Haggis and also the company of the top table 

were piped in by Mr Richmond Joliffe and one of our own members , Mr John McLaren 

addressed the Haggis with a wonderful rendering of 'To a Haggis'. Later he recited 'To a 

Louse' in a most apt manner. Donald Kerr and Lyn Frazer , accompanied by Lyn's 

mother , Mrs Margeret Robertson sang six songs by Burns. The vote of thanks was 

proposed by our Vice-President Mr Ken Bills and he voiced the general delight of the 

company who had spent a superb evening, heedless of the snow falling outside as our 

entertainment was truly excellent and the dinner and services were of the highest 

standard. 
On our Opening and Closing Socials we have been entertained by talented friends from 

our village , including a band of West Kilbride school children who performed the rock 

musical 'Jonah and the Whale ' . Rev Ross Mitchell and Dr John Mcphee sang and played 

their guitars and Father John Connolly sang the songs we love to hear him render and 

some which were new to our ears. Graeme lnvis provided us with stirring foot-tapping 

tunes and Allison Jamieson and our own Tom Williamson sang Scots songs quite 

beautifully. 
Stevenson Musical Society entertained us by means of sending half a dozen really gifted 

folk to sing and play for us on the night of our Tattie and Herrin ' Supper. A local retired 
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headmaster, James Reid gave an erudite talk entitled Burns and the Guid Scots Tongue 
in December. The Misses M. and B. Jones showed us lovely slides of India and Nepal in 
February and what pithy raconteurs these ladies proved themselves to be. 

We have been sad this session when three of our members died. They were James 
Lanbent, Muriel McAuley and May Martindale; they were pleasant people and interested 
members. 

ANNE HODGE 

665. Gartmorn Ladies, Sauchie. Our 37th Annual Supper was held on 23rd January 
1985. President Mrs J. Pert welcomed 60 members and friends. 'Immortal Memory' 
proposed by Mr B. Campbell, Cowdenbeath. Chieftain piped in by Mrs. N. Snaddon. 
Mrs E. Todd was Poosie Nancy. Mr B. Fraser of Sauchie Burns Club addressed the 
Chieftain. Music was provided by Mrs N. Dawson and Mr A. English with pianist Mrs H. 
Coulter, all members of Clackmann County Choral Society. Violinist Mr A. Dawson 
played some of his own pieces as well as many Burns airs. Mrs N. Snaddon of the Clear 
Winding Devon Burns Club proposed the toast to Gartmorn Ladies Burns Club and Mrs 
I. Cooper replied. Mrs J. Brown of Gartmornc Ladies Burns Club proposed the toast 
'Kindred Clubs' and Mr D. McEwan of Ben Cleuch Burns Club replied. Mrs Mudie, 
Vice-President thanked Mr Campbell and complemented him on his interesting and 
knowledgeable 'Immortal Memory'. Mrs J. Fleming proposed the vote of thanks. An 
excellent meal by Forth Valley Co-op. Excellent service also from bar staff. 

31st October 1984 speaker Mr Tom Walker, Stenhousemuir theme Burns Tour of our 
District. Most enjoyable and enlightening talk. 28th November St. Andrew's Night. 
Music by Clackmannan County Choral Society Choir. Varied and well selected 
programme enjoyed by large turnout. 12th December Christmas dinner in Newtonshaw 
Lounge. Excellent meal by Forth Valley Co-op and excellent service from bar staff. 25th 
February Fund Raising Bingo Tea in Scout Hall Sauchie. Generous donations from 
members and marvellous turnout of friends. Area Annual Bowling Competition held at 
Tillicoultry Bowling Club. Two rinks from Gartmorn Ladies, most enjoyable day out 
meeting many friends. This is a mixed competition which is a happy and social event. 

681. Cronies Burns Club, Kilmarnock. The Annual Burns Supper on 16th January 
1985 was held in the Labour Club Hall. A good turn out of members and friends were 
welcomed by President Mrs Jean MacMillan, after Grace was said by Rev I. U. 
MacDonald. The Haggis was piped in by Club Member Jimmy Dunnachie and Addressed 
by Wm. Morrison Past President Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. A very enjoyable 
meal was prepared and served by the ladies of the Labour Club. Rev I. U. Macdonald 
Minister from Tarbolton Parish Church who is a well known Burnsian gave a very 
inspiring 'Immortal Memory' which was appreciated by the company. Toast to 'The 
Lasses' by Sam Hannah and replied to by Enez Logan were both well received. Readers 
Wm. Morrison and Mark Murphy entertained with popular Burns poems. Mrs Pauline 
Hamilton singer and husband Harry accompanist delighted us with a fine selection of 
songs. Greetings were read from Kindred Clubs by Tom Lind, Secretary. We regret the 
passing of our Honorary President Mr Lyn Davies on 21st February 1985. Although a 
Welshman he was a dedicated Burnsian and attended all meetings. 

The Club outing was on 27th May to Dunlop Church for Morning Service where we 
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were warmly welcomed by the Minister and members. After the service Rev Jas. Currie 

invited our company to make .our way to the hall for hospitality. Before proceeding to the 

Burrell Museum, then returning home via Largs having a stop to visit the Burns Garden. 

Throughout the summer the Club was represented at various venues, Open Air Service 

All~way, Kay Park Burns Day Kilmarnock, wreath laid also at Leglen Wood Day. 
Eigh~ members from the Club attended the Burns Federation Conference in Stirling. 

All ~nioyed the. weekend and meeting friends again. On 24th October the opening 

meeting Mrs Elsie Brady showed slides of her holiday in Canada. Guest speaker for St. 

Andrew's Night Mr Wm. Anderson Secretary-Treasurer of the Burns Federation gave a 

very interesting toast to 'Scotia'. Club members entertained with songs and readings. 
MRSE. llRADY 

695. Kilmaronock Burns Club. The Club is continuing its recent run of success and 

once again held a most eventful Annual Supper in the village hall when 90 members and 

guests met on Friday lst February. This was almost capacity attendance. Mr John Blain, 

Chairman welcomed the members and guests some -of whom had travelled some distance 

to attend. 'Selkirk Grace' was pronounced and thereafter a fine meal was served. Mr A. 

Forshaw gave the 'Address to the Haggis' which was borne in by local Welshman Mr J. 

Thomas. 'Immortal Memory' by Jim Archibald; toast to 'The Lasses' Mr John Young; 

reply Mrs Katherine Liston; recitations Mr Brian Benson; Songs Mrs Mairi Howieson 

and Mr William Murray; music Mr Leonard and Mr Paton; Piper Mr D. McDermid; at 

the piano Mrs J. Scott and vote of thanks Mrs W. Menzies. The evening closed at a late 

hour with' Auld Lang Syne'. 
We hold a St. Andrew's Night social and dance again in the village hall. This is a more 

informal occasion with tea and cakes being provided by the ladies of the committee. We 

have a good turnout but numbers are fewer because of the dancing space required. 

Nevertheless it is a good evenings entertainment. 
Our good deed is carried out usually in the Spring when the committee organise a party 

to entertain the patients in Erskine Hospital. We take a good supply of country baking 

donated by local ladies and one or two artistes to entertain the men. A very enjoyable 

evening and well worth the effort. 
W. MENZIES 

696. Whitley Bay and District Society of St. Andrew. The 47th Burns Anniversary 

Dinner was celebrated at the Park Hotel, Tynemouth on 25th January, 1985. President 

Angus Maceachen and his wife, with the Orator, Bill Mitchell and his wife welcomed 160 

members and friends, including two ladies from Australia and a visitor from Mexico. 

After the soup course the Haggis was piped in by Colin Smith and the traditional bottles 

of malt whisky were carried by the Immediate Past President, Douglas McFarlane. The 

President handed over the customary drams and Bob Easson gave the Address to the 

Haggis. The President announced that greetings had been received from Burns Clubs in 

Harrow, London, Greenock, Sunderland, Annan and Walney and from the National 

President of the Burns Federation and that the Queen Mother had agreed to grant her 

Patronage to the Federation in thei.r c~ntenary year. The 'l'!lmor~al Memory' was 

proposed by Mr Bill Mitchell from Bng o Turk who gave a moving tnbute to Burns. A 
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vote of thanks was given by Mr J. B. Forrest. Mr Douglas Bainton in a witty speech 
proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and the reply was given by Mrs Mollie Scarth. The 
toast-master was Dr D. L. Wilson. The evening finished with dancing to the music of the 
George Rowell band. 

From September to March dances were held every month with a particularly successful 
St. Andrew's Ball held at the Civic Centre, Newcastle upon Tyne on 30th November, 
1984. 188 members and friends attended including members from Northumberland and 
Durham Caledonian Society. The speaker was Mr George Patterson, a Glaswegian who 
now teaches local history at Durham University. 

MRS. JEAN SCOTI 

699. Choppington Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner and Dance was held in the 
Choppington Welfare Hall on Saturday 19th January 1985 at 6 pm. 110 members and 
guests sat down to a 4-course meal including Haggis. The Haggis was carried by J. E. 
Godden and piped in by Piper W. Finlayson. The 'Address to the Haggis' was given by 
Tom Routledge. After dinner the 'Immortal Memory' was given by North east 
Federation District Delegate Mr M. M. Mair. The toast 'The Lasses' was given by R. 
McClenn and replied to by Mrs I. Oliver. The 'Loyal toast' was given by our President Mr 
J. Brady and a vote of thanks to the speakers by Chairman D. Thomson. The rest of the 
evening was spent dancing to The Gay Gordons Dance Band. 

September lst 1984 buffet dance in Choppington Welfare Hall. 27th of October 1984 
Hallowe'en buffet dance in Choppington Welfare Hall. 24th November 1984 St. 
Andrew's Night buffet dance in Choppington Welfare Hall. 2nd march 1985 'Ladies 
Night' buffet dance in the Choppington Welfare Hall. 13th April 1985 AGM to be held in 
the Choppington Welfare Hall. 4th May 1985 Summer buffet dance in Choppington 
Welfare Hall. North East Federation Bowls Match and AGM at Whitley Bay on lst June 
1985. 

JOHN E. GODDEN 

701. Detroit Burns Club. The Detroit Burns Club Annual Burns Supper was held in 
Dearborn on 26th January 1985 and was attended by 150 members and friends who spent 
a very enjoyable evening in a typical Scottish atmosphere of pipers, Highland dancers and 
Haggis. As in past years admirers and students of Robert Burns gathered to talk of the 
poet, his songs and their own birthplaces in Scotland. The Bard of our Club Mr 
Humphrey Macdonald, originally from Stevenston, Ayrshire, rendered a very infor
mative 'Immortal Memory' and held the attention of his audience with his eloquence and 
native wit. Members of the Club who participated in making this a memorable evening 
came to the US from many parts of Scotland. Mrs J. Cummings National Anthem
Aberdeen Mrs H. McCallum, Haggis Carrier-Glasgow. Mrs H. Morrison, Sword 
Carrier-Perth. J. Philliben address to Haggis-Bannockburn. Mr J. Cummings
address to 'The Lasses'-Aberdeen. Mrs D. Tait, address to Laddies-Glasgow. Mr J. 
McDougal, invocation and Burns Grace-Glasgow. Club President Mr E. Kozakiewicz, 
whose wife Margaret comes from Edinburgh, conducted the evening admirably and then 
handed over the chair to Mr D. Tait for the entertainment part of the evening, which 
included piping by Mr George Killen and Highland dancing. George Tait from Windsor, 
Canada, sang some beautiful Scottish songs. The evening concluded with the traditional 
singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 
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On Sunday 27th January members braved the chilling winds and snow to lay a wreath at 

the Burns statue in Cass Park, Detroit. The statue which was made at Carron Ironworks, 

near Falkirk, was erected in 1921. Ten of our Club members visited Scotland to attend the 

Convention at Stirling University and brought back some beautiful memories of the 

hospitality, the people and the scenery of their native land. The Club was also 

represented by 10 members at the Annual Convention of the NAAFB which was held in 

London, Ontario, Canada. The Annual Bus Trip to Alma Highland Games was well 

attended by members and friends who spent a delightful day watching the dancers and 

listening to many pipe bands. 
JOHN M. PlllLLIBEN 

706. North Lindsey Scots Society. Inclement weather in the second half of January 

1985 relented sufficiently on the 25th to enable 162 members and friends to attend our 

Annual Celebratory Dinner in honour of Robert Burns. A most successful evening from 

start to finish-from the food (including the Haggis piped in by Mark Chesman, closely 

followed by Forbes Murray with his precious consignment of whisky, safely delivered to 

the top table-where the President Mr D. S. Ferguson, 'Addressed the Haggis' in the 

time-honoured way). The 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by Dr K. D. Allardyce in a 

well-prepared address, and Vice-President Mr J. D. Young responded appreciatively. 

The other toasts-'The Toon we Bide In' and 'The Lasses'-were proposed by Mr R.R. 

Rae and Mr R. Scott respectively in an appropriate manner. The replies, by the Mayor of 

Scunthorpe, Councillor B. A. Kirk (for the Toon) and Mrs Sheena Wilson (for 'The 

Lasses') also found favour with the guests. The dancing which followed (The Gordon Bell 

Trio in fine form) went with a swing and 1.00 am arrived with the dancers looking for 

more. 
As usual our season started in September with the President's Reception, a dinner and 

dance giving members the opportunity to meet their new President this was followed at 

approximate monthly intervals by the friendly informality of a cheese and wine tasting 

evening. The formal St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance at which the toast 'Scotland and St. 

Andrew' was proposed by Mr Brian Heywood a consultant at the local General Hospital, 

a New Year Party and a Scottish evening to complete the programme. 
MRS. II. CONDRON 

710. The Burns Society of Toronto. The Annual Burns Supper was held at the Denison 

Armouries 3,621 Dufferin St Toronto on 19th January 1985. On a cold winters evening, 

96 people including members attended. The Haggis 'Great Chieftain o' the Puddin Race' 

was piped in by our Honorary Piper Alex Lumsden CD, FSA, FSTS. T~e inspir~ng 

address was delivered with oratorical gift by John Paterson from the Scottish Lothian 

Club of Brampton. Bill Petigrew Past President of The Galt Burns Club, zeroed in on the 

humanity of Robert Burns and presented a very excellent speech to a captive audience. 

Tom Milne, President of the Galt Burns Club and also President of the North American 

Association of Federated Burnsians, enlivened an exciting evening into hilarious laughter 

with his tremendous gift of humour-you guessed it the toast to 'The L.asses'. Responding 

to this was our own Bonnie Lassie from Ayr-Flora Crawford, who with tongue m cheek 

answered Tom's remarks and Flora's remarks finished off to a resounding applause. 
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Highlights of our evening saw our President Sandy Wyness being presented with a chain 
of office by Tom Milne who elaborated on its history. A sterling silver medallion 
presented by a Chas. A. Walker.on October 27 1910 recently surfaced at the home of 
Isobel Morgan whose father was Jeremiah Morgan President of the Burns Society from 
1955-1960. This artifact places Chas. A. Walker into historical perspective as his name 
appears in the Burns Memorial Committee in 1902 (the unveiling of the statue of our 
Bard at Allan Gardens in that year). Transcending time places us in the year 1924. We 
believe that the medallion may have been worn by Mr Charles Stuart Burness who was 
then President of the Burns Literary Society. He was a kinsman of Burns, descended 
from Thomas Burness (1728-1804) second cousin of the poet's father. This recently 
discovered artifact has been restored and is now appended to a masonic collar which is 
facaded with a Burns' check. Nicol Brown played accordion music while we enjoyed a 
hearty meal an' a that. The nicht drave on wi' sangs an' clatter-an' aye the nicht was 
gettin better-wi usquebaugh we a' did fine and' finished aff wi' 'Auld Lang Syne'. It 
might be added that since our Burns Supper-we have now in our possession an oil 
painting by a Mr J. R. Ross 1898 and a sepia drawing of our Bard (no artist name given) 
we have also minutes from 1933-1956 and are still looking for minute books from 
1896-1932. 

STELLA WYNESS 

711. Victorian Scottish Union. The Brunswick Scottish Society (a very strong member 
Society of the VSU) had a full house at their annual Burns Supper held for the first time 
in their new premises-the 'Loyal Toast' was well delivered by the Lady President, Mrs 
Lynda Rose. This was followed by the 'Address to the Haggis' well spoken by Mr G. 
McNaughton in his best Ayrshire tongue. The Haggis was carried by Mr Bill Watts Past 
President of the Society and piped in by Mrs J. Schrank, Past President of the VSU ably 
assisted by her two Grandchildren Kerryn and Glenn. The 'Immortal Memory' by 
Professor John Bowman (Ayrshire to the fore again), was one the most stirring and 
enjoyable heard for a number of years. The Society can feel proud of having had the 
services of this learned gentleman for such an important toast. The evening continued 
with some very nice Highland dancing by Miss Kerryn and Mast Glenn Schrank. The 
response to the visitors toast was in the capable hands of the Mayor, Councillor R. White. 

Societies of Victorian Clans' Ball at Essendon Town Hall in May 1985-Scottish Union 
Conference hosted by Swan Hill. Highland Dancing Society 6th-8th September 1985. 

G. McNAUGHTON 

719. Chelmsford and District Scottish Society. The Annual Burns Dinner of the 
Society was held on 21st January at the Country Hotel Chelmsford. 121 members and 
guests enjoyed an excellent dinner and some entertaining toasts-to the 'Immortal 
Memory' given by Andrew Charters of Alloway-to the 'The Lasses' by Norman 
McDonald and to to 'Merrie England' by Norman Boyd Ratcliff. The last two toasts were 
responded to most expertly by Valerie Chiswell and Eileen Hawce. 

The Haggis was piped to the table by Jock Agnew and addressed by Andrew Millar. 

720. Retford and District Caledonian Society. Our President, Mr W. A. Allan, 
welcomed members and friends to our Burns Dinner and Dance on Wednesday 23rd 
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January, also friends from our Kindred Societies. The ' Immortal Memory' was proposed 

by Mrs Mirna Irvine, Honorary President of the Burns Federation. The Town Mayor and 

Mayoress attended the dinner and the Mayor replied to the toast 'The Toon We Bide In'. 

The Haggis was piped in by Mr K. Macleod , and addressed by MrT. Mcfarlane. 

Functions during the year included a successful Coffee Evening, the President's 

Reception. A St. Andrew's Night Supper and Dance, Hogmanay Dance, two Social 

Evenings and an End of Season Dance. 
E. M. BEARDSALL 

721. Plymouth Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 26th January 1985. 

Members and friends were welcomed by the President Mrs Nancy Collins to the Holiday 

Inn, Plymouth. The principal guests were the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress , 

Councillor and Mrs P. Whitfield. The Loyal Toast was proposed by the President and the 

'Address to the Haggis', which was piped in by Bob Johnstone , was given by Joe Main. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President Mrs Nancy Collins. The Lord 

Mayor spoke on 'The Scottish Influence on Plymouth ', this was replied to by Bob 

Johnstone. The dinner was followed by dancing including Scottish reels. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to May ; Buffet dance at Hallowe'en and 

a Lasses Night in February. The End of Season Buffet/Dance was held in March. All 

these functions proved to be very happy and enjoyable events. 

Hon. Secretary Joe Main addressing the Haggis. 

JOE MAIN 

Photo: Evening Herald, Plymouth 
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725. Ben Cleuch Burns Club. Ben Cleuch Burns Club celebrated their 35th Anniversary Supper in the splendid surroundings of The Butterfly Inn, Tillicoultry on Saturday 26th January, 1985. President Jim Stalker welcomed ninety members and their guests to an evening with our National Bard that will long be remembered in the Club. The Haggis was piped in by Stuart Robertson and addressed by Tom Caproni, an Honorary Member of the Club. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' proposed by Ian Collie, Director of Education for the Central Regional, was truly excellent and well received by an audience who responded with a spontaneous standing ovation. The toast to 'The Lasses' proposed by Arthur Gardner was extremely funny and delivered with great style, the reply by Jack Rolland was equally funny and equally well received. Ian Carmichael sang his selection of songs beautifully, David Smith back to his very best recited 'Tam O' Shanter' with great gusto, Alistair Buchanan and Sandy Sinclair performed 'The Twa Dogs' with much bounce. The linking of arms and the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne' brought our celebrations to a memorable end. Our St. Andrew's Night was held for the first time in The Butterfly Inn on Saturday, 30th November, 1984 when President Jim Stalker welcomed members, their wives and guests to an evening of traditional Scottish fare. An excellent meal was followed by a toaste to our Patron Saint ably proposed by Mr James Fleming, Rector of Balfron High School who captivated his audience with a most interesting, informative and humorous address. Scottish songs sung by Gordon and Fiona Cook and eventually a dance or two ended a most enjoyable evening. 

DOUGLAS F. McEWAN 

726. The Melbourne Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held at the Prahran Town Hall on the 25th January 1985. The President Mrs Mavis Mitchell welcomed the official guests: Miss V. Williamson, President of The Victorian Scottish Union, Dr Norman Long, and other guests. Mrs Mitchell gave the toast to the Queen and said the grace. Mr Andrew McDonald carried out the duties of MC and carried in the Haggis which was piped in by Peter Windsor. Rev McAllister gave pleasure by delivering the 'Immortal Memory' and proposing the toast to the memory of Robert Burns. During the evening Mr John Cross, accompanied by Mr Harry Roberts, entertained with Burns songs, much to the enjoyment of Burnsians in attendance. Mr W. March, accordionist, kept the folk on their feet with Scottish and old time dancing. We so enjoyed the evening, we declared it to be one of the happiest of our dinners. We are looking forward to having Mr Mackay with us at our next dinner on the 31st January, 1986. Statue Service held on 27th January was well attended by Burnsians and friends. Among the speakers were Mrs M. Mitchell, Mr A. McDonald, Mr R. Fowler, Mrs S. Brown, Mrs C. Lewin and Mr C. McKenzie. Floral tributes were laid by the President and Secretary. Some of the folk later enjoyed afternoon tea in the beautiful gardens. 
MRS. STELLA M. BROWN 

743. The Romford Scottish Association. Our Burns Anniversary Dinner was well supported by members and friends. Our President, Mr Ron Miller, officiated and welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress of Havering to the function. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr Wally Watson, a member of the Association and also a member of council of The Burns Club of London. 
As usual our season started with a car outing which took place on 7th October when we visited the Constable Country, making stops at Dedham and East Bergholt. The turn-out was small but the event was very much enjoyed by those who attended. 
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A very successful President's Reception and dance was held on 27th October 1984. The 

guest list includ~d the ~ayor and Mayoress of Havering along with Presidents and 

Partners from ne1ghbourmg Scottish Societies. We joined with other Essex Societies in a 

very enjoyable Hogmanay dance. Other functions were a Reel Club Dance, a Ceilidh, a 

Quiz Evening, and an Evening with Slides and Pictures. 

Our Members Dinner was held on 29th March 1985 and was very successful. The 

season on a whole has been quite a success but with attendances at functions tending to be 

lower than expected. 
W. B. CHAMPION 

745. The Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society. The Annual Celebration 

Supper and Dance was held in the Brandling House, Gosforth Park Racecourse, 

Newcastle upon Tyne on 26th January 1985 when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 

by Mr W. Pollock, MPS, of Wallsend. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr R. A. 

Howat and was replied to by Mrs Susan Mitchell. The Haggis was piped in by our own 

pipers Mr Michael Harper and Mr Andrew Harper and was addressed by our President, 

Mr Norman Atkinson. Songs were sung by Mrs June Posting accompanied by Mr Tony 

Hurst, followed by dancing to the music of Mr Ian Thow. 

Other events included the President's Reception in September, a St. Andrew's Dance, 

a Church Service on the following Sunday, a New Year's Dance, a Spring Ball. Informal 

Dances and Social Evenings, also a bus outing to the Border Country including a visit to 

Thirlestane Castle, near Lauder. 
MISS D. llOSSENT 

748. Ouplaymuir Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 25th January in the 

Hotel at Uplawmoor when sixty-three members and guests were present. The president, 

Mr George Knight, was in the Chair and the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr Barry 

Niven. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr M. Crichton and the reply on behalf of 

the Lasses was made by Mr G. MacGregor. The company was entertained to a very 

enjoyable evening of songs and recitations. The Uplawmoor Primary School Burns 

Competition which is sponsored by the Ouplaymuir Burns Club was held on Monday 4th 

March, when the children after competing in the competition entertained the gathering of 

parents and friends to a selection of Burns songs. 
The Eric McQueen Memorial Prize was awarded to the best entry in a competition for 

a drawing together with a short descriptive piece portraying either the work or life of 

Burns. 
The Club also held an open meeting in t.he Kirk Hal~ when a lecture "'.as give~ by Mr 

John Inglis, President of the Burns Federation, which was a most mterestmg and 

enjoyable evening. 
JOHN W. WRIGHT 

763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on Thursday, 

24th January in Painthorpe House Countr~ Clu~. Ou! main sp~a~er was Jim Campb~ll, a 

Past President of our Society, but now resident m Leicester. His Immortal Memory ~as 

very well done and we were pleased to have him wi~h us. The toast to 'The Toon. we Bide 

In' was given by Mrs Jean Cass, another Past President, who spoke about running away 

from Gretna to Wakefield, rather than the other way round. The Mayor, Mrs. Joyce 

Beech, replied. The toast to 'The Lasses' was provided by Mr Graham Holbrook and Mrs 

Robinson replied. 
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During the year we made a visit to the International Garden in Liverpool, had a dance 
for St. Andrew's Day and other small events which help to keep members together. 

BETIYYOUNG 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. Burns's attitude to the kirk and religion was the theme of 
the 'Immortal Memory', proposed on the 226th Anniversary of the poet's birth, by the 
President, Cronie Bill Bains, before a company of 100 in the St. Nicholas Hotel, 
Prestwick. The speaker said that Burns had often been referred to as 'The Bard of no 
Regard', a title which he would seem to have earned because of his apparent defiance of 
social convention and conventional morality. Many of his critics portrayed him as being 
anti Kirk and even anti-religion. Nothing could be further from the truth. If we looked 
closely at Burns we would find that he rarely, if ever, attacked either the church or 
religion, but he made no apology for his scathing attacks on those who used religion as a 
means of oppression, rigid severity and stern disapproval of worldly joy. His knowledge 
of the Bible and its contents had been proved beyond doubt, and he had referred to it as 
'A glorious Book'. In the chair for the 32nd Anriual Supper was the vice-president, 
Cronie John Prosser, who welcomed the company, which included sixteen past 
presidents. Three others, one on holiday in New Zealand, had sent messages of greeting. 
Other toasts proposed were: The proposer of the 'Immortal Memory', Cronie Campbell 
McBlane; Prestwick Burns Club; Cronie James Coutts; Scotia; Cronie Bill Lyon; 'The 
Lasses', Cronie Hunter Geddes, 'Chairman and Artistes', Cronie Alex Fraser. 

A party of 53 members and guests travelled to Irvine for the Annual Summer Outing. 
They visited the restored Glasgow Venne) where Burns lived and worked at the flax 
dressing, the heckling trade, as a young man of 22, in 1781-82. The heckling shop had 
been restored as nearly as possible to the original, and the adjacent house, No. 10 
restored as a studio gallery operated by the Ayrshire Writers and Artists Society. The 
Cronies were shown round the complex and treated to an audiovisual film on Burns's life 
in Irvine, by the curator, Mr Sam Gilliland, and his assistant, Mrs Linday. From Irvine 
the party were driven to the Portland Arms, Crosshouse, where, after an excellent meal, 
a programme of music, song and story, well up to the Club's high standard, was enjoyed. 

The Annual Bowls match at Prestwick Indoor Bowling Rink against their friends of 
Prestwick Cricket Club took place the following week, ending, as ever, in the usual 
sporting draw. Later in the year the St. Nicholas Hotel was again the venue for the 
Annual St. Andrew's Night Dinner Dance, which was voted a tremendous success by a 
company of more than eighty members and their guests. Cronie Bill Baines presided. The 
Club 'wtnt Public' in February when, with the title 'Fiddles, Bands, Sangs and Clatter' 
they produced a first class concert in Prestwick Town Hall before a large audience. 
Compere for the evening was Cronie Ritchie Bell, and a welcome was extended by the 
President. Burns Club members who contributed to the entertainment were Cronies 
David McCartney, Jack Milliken, Bert Risk and Campbell McBlane (speakers); Willie 
McConnell and Alex Purdon (poetry); Archie Wallace, singer; and the Club choir 
consisting of Cronies T. Currie, J. Begg, A. Pringle, W. Mcllhenny, I. Moffat, C. 
McBlane, J. Milliken and C. Williamson. Guest artistes were champion accordionist 
Shona Maitland; soprano Evelyn Bone; members of the Ayrshire Junior Fiddle Orchestra 
under the leadership of Nicola Young; and with Bill Godfrey at the piano; singer Jim 
Stevens; Dunaskin Doan Silver band under Bandmaster Gary Patterson; and the band 
from the Paddle Steamer Waverley (accordionist Ian Moffat and fiddler Jim Clark). 
Ex-Provost Cronie Fred Horton gave the vote of thanks, mentioning accompanist Isabel 
Kilmurry and lighting expert Ian Adams. Ayrshire poets Sam Gilliland and Henry Mair 
were among the speakers included in the excellent 1984/85 syllabus. 

WILLIAM WELSH 

174 



773. Cumnock Cronies Burns Club. Our 75th Annual Supper was held in the Royal 

Hotel Cumnock where 60 members had a most enjoyable night. The evening however 

had a sad side with the recent passing of our Honorary President Peter Smith. Peter's 

enthusiasm for the Club and total commitment to the Burns Movement made him a wee! 

respected Cronie. After the 'Selkirk Grace' by Gerry Skillen, the 'Haggis' was addressed 

by Jim McEwan and piped in by Mr Faulds. Mr Bob McCrorie toasted 'The Queen'. Mr 

George Foulkes MP proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and gave an insight into life behind 

the scenes at Westminster and the lighter side of life in Politics. Mr G. Robertson sang 

several songs throughout the evening. Jim Shankland at the last minute gave the toast to 

'The Lasses' with David Murray replying. Mr Jim Black toasted the 'Drouthie Cronies' 

and Bob Lawrence and Alex Rutherford recited several poems within the evening. 

After the company sang the 'Star o' Rabbie Burns' Mr Michael Hutson led an 

impromtu sing-song which was a complete success. 
ERIC LOVE 

774. Gloucester Scottish Society. The Fleece Hotel Gloucester was the venue for 

Gloucester Scottish Society's Annual Burns Supper. The 'Immortal Memory' was very 

ably given by the Rev. T. Morrisson MA. A most amusing address to 'The Lasses' was 

given by Dr C. T. Methven and an apt reply offered by Mrs M. Lonie. After the interval 

the eighty guests enjoyed country dancing. 

Previous events this year included a Ceilidh, our Annual Dance, Hallowe'en Party and 

a St. Andrew's Dance as well as our weekly Reel Club meetings. 
JAMES LAURIE 

784. Kelso Burns Club. On Friday 25th January a company of 110 gentlemen gathered 

in the dining room of the Ednam House Hotel, Kelso, under the genial chairmanship of 

Jimmy Hamilton to celebrate the birth of our Bard. After a sumptious meal the company 

was entertained by a most outstanding 'Immortal Memory' proposed by John Hay, a 

farmer from Carlungie near Carnoustie, who held the audience spell-bound as he traced 

the history and misfortunes of the Burns family in their various farms. He then enlarged 

on the education of Burns himself, the development of his talent for poetry, his battles 

with the bigotry of religion as it was interpreted by the Daddy Aulds and Willie Fishers of 

his day. He highlighted Burns times in Edinburgh, the money battles with Creech, his 

publisher, the social whirl of the times, his tours of the Highlands and the Borders. The 

misfortune of picking the farm of Ellisland when a much better place was available, the 

gauging job with the Excise in Dumfries and, finally, his early death at the age of 37 were 

all brought home to those present in graphic detail. It was only after his premature death 

that the greatness of Burns was appreciated by the world, his immortality and universal 

appeal have continued to spread and multiply and will be with us forever. A standing 

ovation was accorded to the speaker for his tremendous contribution to the evenings 

entertainment. The toast to 'The Lasses' was delivered in uproarious style by Dr. David 

Purdie, of Leeds University, who had the audience rolling in their seats. The Haggis was 

piped in by Tom Raeburn and well addressed by Oliver Wight who also produced his 'Bits 

Frae Burns' later in the programme. Excellent singing w·as heard from Drew Fairley, Ian 
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Girvan and Alastair Brooks whilst poems were contributed from Tommy Hinnigan, 
Arthur Hastie , Alastair Turnbull and Bert Donaldson. Alan Henderson presided at the 
piano throughout. 

ROBERT DONALDSO\ 

Piping in the Haggis at Swindon Caledonian Society's annual dinner. 

Photo: Wiltshire Newspapers 

791. Swindon and District Caledonian Society. Our 50th Burns Supper was celebrated 
at the Wiltshire Hotel on Friday 25th January 1985 by 160 members and guests including 
his Worship the Mayor of Thamesdown , Councillor Harry Garrett and the Lady 
Mayoress Mrs H. Garrett. Also among the guests were Welsh Society President Mr J. 
Jenkins and Mrs Jenkins. The Mayor replied to the toast 'The Land We Live In ' proposed 
by the President Mr J . Egan. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs J. Walton. 
Mr T . Wilkieson proposed the toast to 'The Lasses ' and the reply was by Mrs H. Lamont. 
Mr I. Lithgow gave the 'Address to the Haggis' which was piped in by Pipe Major J. 
McGinn and Piper A. Gillanders. Later in the evening the pipers and Miss M. Gillanders 
gave a short entertainment of piping and Highland dancing. Mr S. Watson with a mini 
choir sang some auld Scots songs and a programme of mixed dancing rounded. off ~n 
excellent 50th. Some of our members will be attending the Centenary celebrations m 
London. 1985 is also the 150th Anniversary of the GWR in Swindon. The Great Western 
Railway tempted many Scots some from Inverurie to work here. We also remember 50 
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years back Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald was guest of honour at our supper in 
Swindon. 1985 is quite a year for us in Swindon. 

Our monthly meetings are varied and there are dancing classes on 3 evenings per week 
growing in numbers all the time. 

MRS B. BAYNE 

803. Bowhill People's Burns Club. The 45th annual Burns Supper in the history of the 

Club was made extra special by a presentation to mark 40 years membership of the Club 

by Mr Alex Thomson. he received a beautiful brass carriage clock from his fellow 

members. The Gothenburg Hall was teeming with 'bodies' an hour before the 5.30 pm 

start of the evening's programme. There were 110 members and guests from 

Auchterderran Jolly Beggars, Dundee Lochee, Kelso London (Ontario) and 

Cowdenbeath Scots Wha' Hae, Fife's newest Burns Club. Hugh Docherty, President, 

welcomed all present and the Haggis was piped in by Mr M. Bruce leading in 'Poosie 

Nancy', Miss Kirk. The Haggis was addressed by Jim Paterson and Club Secretary Chas. 

Kennedy said the 'Selkirk Grace'. After the meal , the evening's guest speakers were 

introduced. The main speaker of the evening was Mr Raymond Lamont-Brown, the 

prominent broadcaster, author and historian from St. Andrews , who gave the ' Immortal 

Memory'. The toast (perhaps unique to our Club) to 'Peace and the People' was rendered 

by our Club member Mr Jack McEwan and 'The Lasses' were toasted by another Club 

member, Mr Alex Abercrombie. Six hours and fifteen minutes later much to the surprise 

Professor and Mrs Toshio Namba receiving their illustrated parchment from Charles 

Kennedy and members of Bowhill People's Burns Club. 

L 
177 



of most present a comprehensive vote of thanks was given by Mr John Thomson and the Chairman Mr Hugh Docherty led the company in a rapturous 'Auld Lang Syne'. The Burns Supper was only one part of a very active and social 'Club Year'. In June two bus-loads of members, wives and friends visited Irvine and took in the Burns Museum and the Venne!. In the evening we were the guests of the Irvine Lasses Burns Club who gave us a warm welcome and we all enjoyed a splendid social and dance with them. 
Another important event in the history of the Club was when we had the privilege and honour of having Professor Toshio Namba and his wife Shizuko as our guests. The Club witnessed his acceptance to be an Honorary President of our Club. As a token of our appreciation of the excellent work he has done and is doing for all 'Burns' admirers we presented him with a handpainted Illustrated Parchment designed by the eminent Edinburgh artist Wm. McLaren. We also presented his wife with a silver clusterofthistles and chain. Prof Namba was clearly moved by the gesture and after a momentary pause he thanked all, as he said, from the depth of his heart. A novel feature of the evening was when a telegram from Dr Greig in Australia 9 metres long was unfolded and presented to them. We who were at the Stirling Annual Burns Conference (24 of us) were very proud to be there to see him receive the Honorary Doctorate. 

The regular monthly meetings have all been well supported and we had Mr Raymond Lamont-Brown giving a very enlightening Slide-Lecture and Talk on Robert Burns's West Highland Tour, Norman McCaig Scots Contemporary Poet reciting some of his own poems and other poems, also an excellent talk by Mr Wilson Ogilvie Senior Vice-President Burns Federation on Robert Burns and the Riddell Family. During the year we also had our three social evenings, St. Andrew's Social and Dance, Christmas Social and Dance and of course, we sponsor and organise two children Burns Song and Verse Competitions, in Bowhill and Lochgelly. Our Secretary organised a Childrens Burns Supper which was an outstanding success. It was attended by Mr John Inglis, Federation President and his wife Margaret also Mr Abe Train, Past President and his wife Elizabeth. This year our Club have donated £62.50 to help the organisation of the Burns Federation (Fife Area) children's competition. Once again our 'Club Party' have entertained no fewer than 12 other organisations and at other Burns Suppers throughout the 'Kingdom' Who said 'Robert Burns' was an excuse for a binge around the 25th January?????? 

CHARLES KENNEDY 

808. Pontefract and District Caledonian Society. Our 1985 Burns Supper was held at Wentbridge House, Wentbridge on 25th January. Mr Gordon Queen gave a very good 'Immortal Memory' after we had all enjoyed our supper. Dr J. D. Lishman toasted 'The Lasses' and Mrs E. M. gave an excellent reply with Scottish Poem's (not Burns). Mr A. A. Kidd was Maister Chapper for the evening and he also addressed the Haggis in the time-honoured way. After the supper and speeches the well attended fuction danced the night away to Ron Copley's Band. It was such a success that the venue and band have been booked for our 1986 Burns Supper. 
We held a number of functions during the year, all well attended and most enjoyable. Our sherry morning was our first function. We held a number of social evenings throughout the year, all very enjoyable. Our Hallowe'en Social was mainly for our younger members so we made this fancy dress. All the children had a great night. Our President's evening was held in conjunction with St. Andrews Night, a little low on numbers but a good night was had by all. This event was held also at Wentbridge House. 

FRANK HIORNS 
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809. Allanton 'Jolly Beggars'. President Alistair Blair, welcomed a large complement 
of members and friends to the Annual Burns Supper held on 26th January 1985 in Pather 
Community Centre, Wishaw. The Haggis and cratur were piped in by W. Barr and 
carried aloft by J. Minns and J. Irvine. Mr A. Robert addressed the Haggis, and the 
'Selkirk Grace' was rendered by Mrs N. McConville. Mr Robert Benson, Past President 
of the Club, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and Mrs I. Jones, Vice-President, 
proposed the toast to 'Our Speaker'. The toast to 'The Lasses' was in the capable hands of 
D. Lightfoot and suitably replied to by Mrs H. Waddell. The toast to 'Our Visitors' was 
proposed by Mr A. Torrance and replied to by Councillor F. Gormill. Readers for the 
evening were Mr Robert Dewar and Mr Arnold Robert and the musical entertainment 
was by Abe Train, Ann Pickering and Hazel Buddie. The vote of thanks was ably 
proposed by Mrs K. Blair. A dance followed to bring a most successful evening to a close. 

On lOth April 1984, we held a Quiz Night for Club members in which 4 teams took part 
and it was both surprising and enlightning to note the knowledge of Burns within the 
Club. We held our Closing Social on 19th May and our Autumn Dance on 3rd November 
1984. The intervisitation evening took place on 12th October when various Lanarkshire 
Burns Clubs attended and in due course our Club accepted invitations to other Clubs a 
few outwith the Lanarkshire area. We are delighted to report that Mrs Jones, now our 
President, was the first person to complete the Burns Heritage Trail which was developed 
by the Scottish Tourist Board in conjunction with the Burns Federation. Mrs Jones found 
this a delightful and rewarding experience and would highly recommend it to anyone who 
is a true Burnsian. 

Our Burns Federation Centenary Celebrations are as follows:-As part of our 
Centenary Celebrations, we held a Childrens Burns Supper on 15th February 1985 and 
the programme consisted entirely of the children who had taken part in the Schools 
Competition. The members of the Club were completely overawed by the performances 
of the children and this reflected the hard work and dedication of the teaching staff of the 
various schools who had participated. . 

On Saturday, 30th March 1985, we set off for a tour of the Burns Country visiting many 
places of interest associated with our Bard, Robert Burns. Our first stop was the 
Bachelors' Club at Tarbolton and then on to the Jean Armour Houses. From there we 
travelled to Irvine and on to Ayr calling in at the Tam O' Shanter Museum. Thereafter, 
we proceeded to the Caledonian Hotel Ayr and enjoyed a dinner dance and stayed 
overnight leaving after breakfast. On our journey home we called in at the 'Land O' 
Burns Centre'. It was a unanimous decision that this week-end be rightly spent in the 
Burns country. The Schools Competition was held on 20th March 1985 when this was the 
first official function of the newly elected President, Mrs Isa Jones. This was, as in 
previous years, a most successful and enjoyable event. 

HELEN WADDELL 

825. Clarinda Edinburgh Ladies. The Annual Supper was held on 25th January 1985. 
'Immortal Memory'-Mrs M. Fleming RCN. 'The Lasses' Dr G. Cape. Reply Jane 
Whitehead MA. Piper Alistair Cameron Jun. 

Luncheon for some friends of 'Clarinda' Club from New Zealand. Visit to Dumfries. 
At monthly meetings various speakers. Musical evening of Burns Songs and an evening of 
readings of Burns poems, by Club members. 

MRS DAVINA BAIRD. MBE 
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834. St. Andrew's Society (Altrincham, Sale and District). A most successful Burns 
Night with several new speakers all in top form. After being piped in by Pipe Sergeant 
John Bowen of the Scots Guards Association the Haggis was addressed and despatched 
by Past President Spears Gillespie who roused the diners with his stirring tones . The 
' Immortal Memory' was given by the Reverend Michael Whitehorn, MA , who finished 
his speech with some interesting information on Scotland for the benefit of the foreigners 
present. Ian Allan, that much travelled member of our Society, earned his applause with 
a wonderful toast to 'The Lasses' as did Helen Wilson with her witty reply. Secretary Ted 
Crowther, wearing his chain of office as Provost of the Court Leet proposed the toast to 
'Our Guests ' and the response came from Councillor Jonathon Taylor , OBE who is now a 
member. The whole procedure of Burns Night was admirably controlled by the President , 
Donald Fraser. 

All other functions were thoroughly enjoyed. The St. Andrews Day banquet and dance 
attracted the highest number of members and guests for some years. Hogmanay was 
celebrated by a merry crowd who danced the New year in to the strains of Eddie 
Beasant's Orchestra . President's Evening saw some fine entertainment by Alex Stuart 
and his accordion. All the ladies were presented with white heather and the President 's 
wife , Sheila, received a memento of a most successful and popular year in office. 
Altogether the best Season for some time among a number of good years. 

EDWARD CROWfHER 

839. Coldsteam Burns Club. The 97th Annual Supper was held in the Hotel Majicado 
on Friday 25th January 1985 , presided over by Chairman Jas. M . Davidson , BSc, who 
welcomed a full attendance of members . The Secretary, Bill Jackson was called upon to 

Top Table at Coldstream's anniversary dinner. 

180 



say Grace, and the company sat down to enjoy the meal. The Kail was served, then 
followed the traditional entry of the Haggis, piped in by Piper Robt. Bell. The Haggis 
carried high by Mr Jim Patterson, and the address given by Mr Wylie Turnbull. The 
traditional drams were handed over by the Chairman, and the toast to the 'Haggis' was 
celebrated. After an excellent meal the Chairman thanked Mr and Mrs Patterson for the 
lovely meal and for the excellent service given. The National Anthem was sung and the 
Chairman proposed the Loyal Toast and made reference to the programme, giving a toast 
to 'Our Imperial Forces'. He then called upon the Secretary, Bill Jackson to give his 
report, which conveyed Fraternal Greetings from Kindred Clubs and Affiliated Societies, 
and from the many Absent Friends, including those from Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, America and Japan. 'Scots Wha Hae' was sung by the Company and then the 
Chairman introduced our guest speaker, the Rev Arthur Wiltshire, Vicar of St. Helen's 
Church, Cornhill-on-Tweed, who. is a Member of our Club, to give the 'Immortal 
Memory'. Although a Sassenach, from across the border, his address was of the highest 
standard, which earned him a long standing ovation. Piper Robt. Bell played the lament 
and this was followed by the singing of 'There Was a Lad' by the company. The following 
toasts were given, 'Burns Club the World O'er' by The Mayor of Berwick-on-Tweed Mr 
Easton. 'The Land We Live In' by Chief Inspector Robt. Tait, Lothian Constabularly. 
'The Toon We Live In' was proposed by Dr Brian Sproule, who on this occasion was a 
guest of the Club, as a mark of esteem on his retirement from a lifetime of service to our 
Town and Community. 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr Robt. Ainslie, who gave an 
excellent and amusing toast. 'Prosperity to Our Club' was proposed by Mr A. Stevenson, 
and the final toast, 'Our Chairman' by Mr. Norman Thomson. The Chairman summed up 
the night's programme thanking all who contributed to the programme both in song and 
verse, and to Mr Alister Marjoribanks who is our accompanist at the piano. 

Ladies Night was held in the Hotel Majicado on Friday 15th February. Our guest 
speaker was Mr Sandy F. Walker, Milfield, Wooler, who gave an excellent oration. The 
toast to 'The Lasses', was proposed by Mr Bill Purves, and the reply by Mrs Nancy 
McArthur from Kelso. This made an excellent combination. The toast 'To Our Club' was 
given by Mr Fred Mitchell, recitations by W. Turnbull, Bill Purves, Reg Fairbairn and A. 
Moscropt and two amusing poems by Mrs Peg. Souter from Kelso. Songs were sung by 
Jack Purves, Chas. Hanlon, and Mrs Lauder. Mrs Rena Hogg from Berwick was 
accompanist at the piano and also recited 'To A Mouse'. 

BILLJACKSON 

841. The Robert Burns Association of Montreal. Our Annual Burns Supper was held 
on 26th January 1985 with 115 in attendance. Our President Robert McKenna, started off 
the evening by singing the 'Star o' Rabbie Burns'. The 'Address to the Haggis' was given 
by Joe McGovern our 2nd Vice-Presid~nt. The Grace was said by our Secretary Richard 
Jewkes. The meal consisted of roast beef tatties, neeps and cake and ice cream for 
dessert. An enjoyable evening was had by all with the President leading off the evening 
with his escort doing the Gay Gordons. Two of our Past Presidents, Alec Craig and James 
Murray died within six months of each other. Mr Craig died during the summer and Mr 
Murray died on Armistice Day 1985 while participating in Armistice Day Services with 
the Royal Montreal Regiment. 

Our election of Officers for the year 1985/86 was held on Sunday 10th February 1985 
and the Officers are as follows: President-Robert McKenna; lst Vice-President, Hubert 
Clements; 2nd Vice-President, Henri Langlais; Secretary/Trea~urer Richard Jewkes; 
Custodian George Wallace and Membership Chairman Butler Dougherty. For the Ladies 
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Robert McKenna, President of the Robert Burns Association of Montreal, with his escort Mrs May Lipkowski, Vice-President of the Ladies Committee. 

Committee, President Isa Ross-Brouillard; Vice-President May Lipkowski; Secretary, Dorothy Guevara ; Treasurer , Gladys Martin and Membership Chairperson, Sadie Paulez. 

RICHARD JEWKES 

842. 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the YWCA. Once again dancing was to the music of the 'Fare Enuff' Band. We had special guests at the head table. His Honor Mayor Bob Morrow and Jim Campbell of Day and Campbell. The Haggis was piped in by Adam Spencer and carried in by one of our young members Master Jammie Little. The 'Address to the Haggis' was aptly rendered by our Past President John Blyth. Our Vice-President gave a very interesting 'Immortal Memory' and later in the evening thrilled one and all with his rendering of 'Holy Willie's Prayer' there were 102 in attendance and everyone was more than delighted with the success of the evening. Kathy Brown of the Saltire Singers sang 'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' for us. She also , gave us a medley of Scottish songs later in the evening. We give special thanks to one and all who contributed towards this very successful event. Once again we have had a wonderful year, although we have lost a few members , who have passed away. Farewell to Meg. Watt and Tom Borthwick, we' ll miss you sadly. Of 
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course the main event was the unveiling of our monument. Our President John Little, 
Jessie Brooks and Bob Newton all attended the Stirling Conference and reported it was a 
very big success. Well done Stirling. I would like to thank all our members for their 
support in fund raising towards our monument. There was one other historical event to 
report this past year. We have been successful in introducing the works and words of 
Burns in the Schools of Hamilton for the first time in Canada. We were honoured by 
putting on a Burns Supper at St. Bridgets School. Our Club did the honours with sixty 
children and a few teachers in attendance. We had a wonderful time. It was fully 
traditional and was held on 15th April 1984; The children hope to honour us, by putting 
on a Burns Supper next year and inviting us as their guests. The children, each sent us a 
thank you note thanking us for giving them an insight into one of our Scottish Traditions. 

BESSIEJ. UTILE 

862. Market Rasen Scottish Association. The Annual Burns Supper was held on Friday 
27th January, 1985. A most interesting and enjoyable 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by Tom English, Hon. Secretary of the Worksop Caledonian and Burns Club, and 
illustrated in song in a delightful manner by Tom MacFarlane, Retford. The 'Address to 
the Haggis' was also by Tom MacFarlane. The toast to 'The Lasses' by Andrew Stewart 
and responded to by Mrs Claire Fergusson. The evening concluded with dancing to the 
Colin Chamley band. 

C. B. GRANT 

864. Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania, Australia. The Annual Supper was held on 19th 
January 1985 in the Civic Centre, Burnie, with members and guests enjoying the usual 
good evening with all the traditional toasts and entertainment. Dancing displays were 
given by members of the St. Andrew's School of Highland Dancing and the Burnie 
Scottish Country Dancers. Many compliments were passed by guests who were most 
enthusiastic in their praise of the evening. 

An Anniversary Dinner is held each year in November to mark the formation of the 
Club. This always proves to be a most happy evening and the ladies of the Club handle all 
the traditional toasts most capably. 

We hold meetings monthly and this past year has been devoted to the indepth study of 
a series of the Bard's poems with members researching his life and times at the point 
when the particular work was written. This has proved most absorbing and has brought a 
further awareness and knowledge of Burns to all members participating. 

In early February the Club suffered a sad loss with the passing of long time member Mr 
Joe Robb. Joe originally hailing from Musselburgh came to Tasmania in 1953. He served 
as President of the Club for two periods. He was a true Burnsian, not only an admirer and 
a scholar of Burns but one who lived his life and his fellowship with others, acted in the 
true spirit of Burns. We have all lost a valued friend. 

F.D.J.TAYLOR 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonian Club. At the Annual Supper the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Past President Alex Boyd, a native of Ayrshire and was much 
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appreciated. President Ian MacLeod and wife Susan welcomed the Chairman of 
Bassetlaw District Council, Councillor Marylin McCarthy and Mrs Gill McCarthy. The 
Chairman responded to Neal Brodies toast to 'The Toon We Bide In' in which the 
friendliness of the Worksop people was praised. Colin Campbell, from Stornoway now of 
Sheffield, toasted 'The Lasses' and got a suitable reply from Mrs Marlene Boyd. Jim 
Stark addressed the Haggis piped ben by Pipe-Major Ron Dunne and carried by Mrs Nan 
Clones as Poosie Nansie. Tenor Tom McFarlane accompanied by Jim Eadie on the piano 
rendered Burns songs in his usual professional manner. Toast Master Tom English 
handed over to Treasurer John Macleod and Alex Boyd who as masters of ceremony kept 
the jiggin going till the wee sma' oors with the help of the Caley's Scottish Dance Band. 
Another memorable occasion. 

At the President's Reception, new President Neil Brodie and wife Veronica, welcomed 
visiting Presidents and Consorts from neighbouring Scottish Societies. Entertainment was 
supplied by Club members. St. Andrew's Night had again a capacity crowd dancing to the 
Caley's Scottish Dance Band and Pipe-Major Ron Dunne. Regretably our pipe band was 
not in attendance due to diminishing numbers, and unless we recruit new members soon 
we will have to disband. We are sorry to record the passing of Past President Dauvit 
Miller after a short illness. He served our Club well and also was Pipe-Band secretary 
during its hey-day. A true Scot and sadly missed. 

TOM ENGLISH 

886. Heanor and District Caledonian Society. The President, Mrs Sheena Mercer, 
welcomed 45 members and friends to the 30th Burns Anniversary Dinner and Dance at 
the Meridian Canteen Heanor on Saturday 26th January: the 'Selkirk Grace' was given by 
the Chairman, J. S. Bennet. The Society piper A. Wood piped in the Haggis 
accompanied by H. G. Laing and N. Spencer. The 'Address to the Haggis' was given by 
R. S. Binnie, a Past President of the Society, and the 'Loyal Toast' was proposed by the 
President. Greetings from Kindred Scottish Societies were read by the Chairman. The 
highlight of the evening, the 'Immortal Memory', was proposed by Mr George Michael, 
Immediate past President of the Mansfield and District Caledonian Society, who 
entertained us with his oration on the Bard covering both the witty and serious side of the 
Poet. The toast to 'The Lasses' was humorously proposed by our Immediate Past 
President Derek Mayline, most adequately replied to by his wife Jean. The closing speech 
by the President thanking all who had contributed to the evenings programme, all who 
had attended and invited the company to enjoy the dancing and music to follow by piper 
Wood and the Barrie Allen Trio. 

The President's Reception was held on Saturday 29th September when Mrs Mercer 
welcomed Presidents and consorts from nine Kindred Scottish Societies, a splendid 
evening was enjoyed by the whole company. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance on lst December was well attended with the toast 'To 
Scotland' given by Mr F. Hawley, a Society member. 

The last social function was the Lasses Night when members and friends enjoyed 
dancing and a splendid buffet supplied by the Society's lasses. 

A. T. CHAPMAN 

887. Gainsborough and District Caledonian Society. The Burns Night Dinner and 
Dance were again, for the second year in succession, held at the Morton Village Hall on 
Saturday, 26th January. On this occasion the weather was much kinder than in previous 
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years. Once again the catering was of a very high standard and the service excellent. As is. traditional the President, George Irvine, led the invited guests to their table preceded by our piper, Hugh Denman. Our well beloved Jim Murray, who has addressed the Haggis over a number of years, passed away at Christmas time. This duty was undertaken by Lew W. Reid who is a founder member of our Society. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs J. A. (Mirna) Irvine, our Presidents' lady who showed a depth of knowledge and appreciation of the Bard by speaking of his oft-forgotten human side which was well received by the assembled company. The toast to 'The Toon' was proposed by the President and the reply given by Councillor John Stanley who stood in at very short notice after the scheduled speaker was unable to be present. Both the toast and reply were well received. 'The Lasses' were toasted by Lew Reid and the reply given by Mrs Joyce Mclarty, wife of one of our Past Presidents and President of the Business and Professional Women's Club, Gainsborough. 
At our AGM, the Secretary for a number of years, Angus Mclarty was forced to resign owing to a change in his place of employment forcing him to be away from home for long periods. All other officers were re-elected en bloc. The Annual St. Andrews Day Service was again held at the United Reform Church and was well attended by members of the Society. It was followed by what now seems to have become an annual event, namely a lunch for the members which, this year, was held at the Ingram Arms, Laughton, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who participated. 

JOHN J_ ARNOLD 

893. North Bay Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Dinner and Dance was celebrated on 26th January 1985 at the Voyager Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by George Kinnear. The Haggis was piped in by Bill McMahon, the Haggis Bearer was John Fulton, and the whisky honours were carried by Ron Coyne. The 'Address to the Haggis' was given by Margaret Craig. The 'Star o' Rabbie Burns' was sung by Pam Cameron. We held our Annual General Meeting on 19th April 1985 when the new executive was elected for the year 1985-86. We look forward to a guid year ahead. Our annual picnic was held in July last year at the Trout Lake, home of members Fred and Elsie Hutson. A great time was had by all. 
PAM CAMERON 

895. Westerton Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the Walmer Hotel, Bridge of Allan on ISth January 1985 when 60 members and friends had a most enjoyable evening. Our overseas guest for the evening was Mr Bill Fraser from Samia, Ontario, Canada. Our principal speaker Mr J. McAra from Alva gave a most learned address to the 'Immortal Memory' and Mr H. Dow gave a very amusing toast to 'The Lasses'. The piper for the evening was Mr K. Forsyth who gave his services at short notice. Past President J. M. Johnstone 'Addressed the Haggis'. Throughout the evening vocal entertainment was provided by Mr H. Whiteford and.Mr B. Scott accompanied by Mr B. Armstrong on the organ. Fiddle selections were played by the Central Fiddlers. The tale of 'Tam O' Shanter' was again delivered by Club member J. Robertson. Our new Club member John Stahle of 'Take the High Road' fame assisted by Mr W. Davidson took part in the dialogue 'The Twa Dogs'. A guest Mr W. Millar proposed the toast to the 'Westerton Burns Club'. 
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A most successful St. Andrews Night was held on 30th November 1984 when members 

with their wives and friends had a social evening and dance. 
JOHN NEILL 

902. Falkirk Newmarket. The Annual supper was held on Monday 21st January 1985 

in the Wellington Bar, Manor Street, Falkirk. Chairman, Tom Myles welcomed a 

company of 60 members and friends. The Haggis preceeded by piper Alastair Mochar 

was borne in and addressed by John Pinkerton. The 'Immortal Memory' was carried out 

by Andrew Ramsay of Cumbernauld Club, who despite a severe cold and throat infection 

delivered a thoughtful and warm address. The Chairman proposed the toast to 'Our 

Principal Guest'. 'The Lasses' proposed by Tommy Birkmyre was done in hilarious 

fashion and was voted one of the best yet heard in the Club. The toast to 'The Newmarket 

Club' was in the capable hands of Cumbernauld President Joe Keegan and once again 

proved the friendship existing between '902' and '581'. Frank McAdam rendered a fine 

'Holy Willie's Prayer' and the other entertainment was provided by various Club 

members. Tom Russell summed up the evening in a warm vote of thanks. 
ALEX. CORBETT 

916. Hole I' The Wa' Burns Club. Annual Supper, Wednesday 23rd January 1985, saw 

an enthusiastic audience gather in the Hole I' The Wa' Inn, Dumfries, for the Burns Club 

Anniversary Dinner. After an excellent meal of traditional fare President Dick Wismach 

introduced the Rev John Pagan of St. Michael's Kirk, who was to propose the 'Immortal 

Memory'. Mr Pagan is a well known authority on the Bard and his works and he treated 

his audience to an enthralling and entertaining discourse, for which he received a standing 

ovation. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by our good friend David Shankland in 

his own inimitable way, which defies description. Roger Garnett, proposed a toast to 

'The Hole I' The Wa" most ably, and this was replied to by Max Houliston, in his dry, 

laconic style. Bill Moonie proposed the toast to Mr Pagan, who replied in humorous vein. 

Other contributors were George Perry, who carried the haggis with dignity, Davie 

Campbell, who attacked it with gusto, and Gerry Fraser, with a stirring 'Tam O' Shanter'. 

Musical entertainment was of the highest calibre, with Max on accordion, Ian Clowe on 

pipes, Bill McNab on fiddle, with Edith Murchie as accompanist. Burns songs were 

delightfully rendered by Megan Ramage and William Williamson. 

The St. Andrew's Night social was held on 26th November, 1984 and proved to be a 

most enjoyable affair. The speaker for the evening was Jim Jackson, from Annan, whose 

dissertation on 'Scottishness' was much enjoyed and appreciated by the capacity 

audience. The usual high standard of music, song, dance and verse was provided by Ewan 

McGowan, accordion; Tom Kemp, fiddle; Stella Denholm and Walter Patterson, 

vocalists; Gerry Fraser, Anne Gibson and 'Young' Jean, Scottish Dancers, and our old 

friend Davie Campbell (on his 83rd birthday) with two 'new' recitations-how does he do 

it? Overall, an excellent evening. 
At the AGM on 23rd April, 1985, Dick Wismach was re-elected as President, with 

George Perry as Vice-President-both by acclaim. Other office-bearers also remain· 

unchanged. 
NEAL McKEAND 
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917. Scottish Presidents' Association. The 28th Annual Dinner was held at the Danum Hotel , Doncaster , President Mrs J. A. (Mirna) Irvine presided, supported by her husband George also Vice-President Mrs Jessie Walker and Mr Walker , Junior Vice-President Mr Angus McClarty and Mrs McClarty. A large turnout of members and their ladies enjoyed the usual fine meal provided by the hotel 's chef including the popular Arbroath Smokies. The President welcomed the company in a well chosen greeting. Vice-President Jessie Walker proposed the toast to the President and the Scottish Presidents' Association. Piper , Trevor Leggatt provided appropriate pipe music to escort the President and her Vice-President to the table and entertained the company after dinner. Entertainment was also provided by the members and included social dancing to music supplied by George Irvine. 
As members take part in the activities of their own Societies we hold only an Annual General Meeting in July, when officers are elected and the state of the Association and the finances are discussed , followed by drinks and sandwiches. 

LEWW. REID 

Members and guests of Dover and East Kent Scottish Society at the Burns Supper and Dance. 

918. Dover and East Kent Scottish Society. The Masonic Hall , Anargate St , Dover was the venue for our Burns Supper and Dance. A capacity company enjoyed speeches of a high standard containing an interesting mixture of fact and humour. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Harry Hutchison in a wide ranging speech with particular reference to Burns's feelings about those who had arranged the Union of Parliaments and 
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his humanity as illustrated in his poetry. Jim Blaikie proposed the toast 'Our Guests ' and 

the response was given by Councillor Philip Buss , Chairman of Dover District Council. 

Mr Davie Laing proposed the toast 'The Lasses' with many humorous anecdotes and Mrs 

Margaret Johns responded in equally humorous terms. The Haggis was piped in by Terry 

Rivers for the address by the President Denis Jerden. 
Events during the past year have included a Spring Meeting, a walk , various socials and 

our annual St. Andrews Dinner and Dance held in Dover Town Hall. We are in the first 

steps of planning for our Centenary year in 1987. 
MRS DOROTHY MACFARLANE 

Jim and Mary McKenzie, Mrs Win Price, Pip and David Ferrier, Anne and David Brown at the 

Orange and District Scottish Association and Burns Club's annual supper. 

919. Orange and District Scottish Association and Burns Club. This year due to local 

bushfires , our Annual Burns Supper was perhaps small in numbers (61) but it was voted 

one of our most enjoyable. President , Mr Fred Woodcock, opened with a welcome to all 

and gave the 'Selkirk Grace'. Lord Alistair Forres , now a local resident, carried the 

haggis which was piped in by Mr 'Goog' Sharp. Mr David Ferrier gave the 'Address to the 

Haggis ' which was one of the best some of us had ever heard. 'Rabbie' would not have 

been ashamed of his rendition. Mr Ferrier also sang 'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' and 'Scots 

Wha Hae' (very appropriately we thought , as he is formerly of Bannockburn). Mr 

Charles Murray from Sydney gave an excellent and very informative address on the life 

and times of Burns which was apprecitaed by all. Mr David Brown (formerly of 

Tillicoultry) entertained us with the ' Banks O ' Doon ' and 'Ae Fond Kiss ' . Two bonnie 
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lasses danced 'Scotch on the Rocks' and the 'Sailors Hornpipe'. Lord Alistair Forres gave 
the toast 'Tae Scotland' and David Brown gave the toast 'To our adopted Land'. Mrs Win 
Price was as usual at her very best on the piano. It was over all too soon. One very sad 
note was the lament 'Fair Maid of Barra' played by Mr Sharp to mourn the passing of one 
of our foundation members, Mr Ron Davidson, who was from the inception in 1944 till 
his death last year, our very capable minutes Secretary and Chairman. Ron is very sadly 
missed by the Committee and members alike. 

ANNE BROWN 

921. Northern Scottish Counties Association of Burns Clubs. I am happy to report a 
healthy balance sheet for the year ending 31st May 1985 and to report Aberdeen Burns 
Club also ended with a most successful financial year. In my last report l welcomed Clubs 
in my Association to get in touch with me reporting their activities but so far the response 
has been nil. Now I wonder if it is worth while continuing this Association. The local 
paper 'Aberdeen Evening Express' promoted a competition to commemorate the 
birthday of Robert Burns and four budding young bards Carla Munro aged 8 years, Tina 
Bisset aged 9 years, Gillian Main aged 10 years and Clare Milne aged 11 years each 
received £10 vouchers from Boots the Chemists. Well done and it is very gratifying to 
learn of young people interested in our national Bard and this report should also please 
Mr James Glass of the Schools Competition. 

MISS ETHEL HALL 

926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Gretna Chase Hotel 
on Friday 25th January 1985. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev John 
Pagan of St. Michael's Church Dumfries. The toast to 'The Lasses' was by Mr Norman 
Shearer and the reply by Mrs Cecilia McCaffery. 'Kindred Clubs' were toasted by Mr 
John Maxwell and replied to by members from Annan Ladies Burns Club, Solway Burns 
Club and The Howff Club Dumfries. Mr and Mrs Ryerson from Toronto, Canada and Dr 
Goodwin from Carlisle joined in the celebrations. Piper was Piper-Major Stuart 
McNaughton. Mr J. Maxwell recited 'Tam O' Shanter' and songs were beautifully sung by 
Mr Dennis Noble, Mr Joe Brown and Mrs Ruby Hardisty. Accompanist Mrs E. Hardisty. 
The Haggis was addressed by the late Tom White (Vice-President) and the 'Selkirk 
Grace' spoken by Mrs Carlyle. President J. McCaffery kept proceedings in order. 
Altogether a very enjoyable evening. 

The Rosamond hosted a social evening in the Gretna Chase Hotel after the Brow Well 
Service at which President T. Mcllwraith, members of the Executive of the Federation 
and neighbouring Clubs were present. Ninety people enjoyed a splendid buffet supper 
and Rosamond provided a full programme of entertainment compered by Mr J. Jackson. 
Club nights took the usual form. The highlight in February when Miss June Catlin gave 
her talk 'The Antidote to Robert Burns' members of Annan Speakers Club joined us for 
this evening with deep regret we record the sudden death of Tom White a valued member 
who gave us his wholehearted support and only days before had addressed the Haggis at 
our supper. We mourn also the passing of Mrs Maxwell mother of our founder President, 
a regular supporter until health failed. 

M.B. WILSON 

929. Bathgate Jolly Beggars. We held an outing to Burns Country in the summer. A 
very good St. Andrews Night, also a very successful Burns Supper, with Tom Bell the 
main speaker. We took seven children to the East of Scotland Song and Verse and they 
were very successful. 

WILLIAM HAMIL TON 
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930. Wheatsheaf Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the Masonic Hall 

Camelon, on Wednesday 23rd January 1985. The company of 90 members and friends 

were treated to a memorable 'Immortal Memory' proposed by William Muirhead, a 

learned Burnsian, whose sincere presentation earned him a standing ovation. The toast 

'The Lasses' by David Laing was suitably replied to by Girwood Anderson and both were 

well received by the audience. The presentation of 'Tam O' Shanter' and 'Holy Willie's 

Prayer' was of a very high standard, both performed by Birrell Davidson and greatly 

appreciated by all. A fine selection of songs rendered by James Campbell and Bob 

Wright, ably supported at the organ by Jim Paton and a piping selection by Willie Ivory 

completed the entertainment. A collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses raised the 

sum of£58. 
Our Annual Outing on 30th September 1984 consisted of a trip to the Border Country 

and included a conducted tour of Abbotsford House and a visit to a woollen mill. Books 

of the works of Robert Burns were again donated as prizes for the local school 

competitions. 
TOM WEIR 

933. Busbiehill Burns Club. Our 11 th Anniversary Dinner was held in our Clubroom, 

Crosshouse on Friday 25th January. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev 

Ian Grant who gave a light-hearted speech on or Bard. Club members proposed the other 

toasts, songs and readings. Felix Todd our worthy President was Chairman. The 

Chieftain was carried by John Larmour, piped in by Pipe-Major William Spence, and 

addressed by James McHarg. Charles Magorian and Daniel Block sang beautifully the 

songs of Robert Burns accomanied by Mrs May Thomson. Vice-President Mathew 

Thomson proposed the toast to 'The Lasses', ably replied to by Mrs Mae McEwan, Past 

President of the Irvine Lasses Burns Club. Secretary James Craig gave the reading of 

'Tam O' Shanter' and James McHarg 'Holy Willie's Prayer', followed by a vote of thanks 

by Richard Fowler. The catering was ably carried out by our lady members and a 

memorable evening was enjoyed by everyone. 

Our St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on Friday 30th November in the Club-Room, 

the toast to Scotland and St. Andrew was given by our Vice-President Mathew Thomson, 

who was supported by our very good Burnsian friend, Bill Morrison. Our Club gave 

instructions to Crosshouse and Springside Primary School children. James Glass, 

Federation Convener for school competitions, judged the best essays and President F. 

Todd presented the books of James Barke as prizes. Inter-Club visitations took place 

between Saltcoats Glencairn Burns Club, Ayr Masonic Burns Club and the The Irvine 

Lasses Burns Club to our mutual benefit and enjoyment. We also enjoyed two very 

successful coach tours to Dumfries and Edinburgh and, on our return to the Club-Room, 

to a happy social evening-all in all a hectic but very happy Burns season and looking 

forward to the ongoings of next season. 
JAMES F. CRAIG 

935. Torbrex Inn Burns Club. Almost £50 was raised for a worthy charity at the lOth 

Annual Supper of Torbrex Inn Burns Club on Friday. The money will go towards the 

upkeep of the Jean Armour Houses in Ayrshire, which are run to accommodate elderly 

spinsters. The supper in the Torbrex Inn was Chaired by Mr George Simpson who 

welcomed the Club president Mr Tom Ogilvie. Mr George Leitch, from the Jolly Beggars 

Burns Club in Coventry, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and the toast to 'The Lasses' 

was made by Stirling solicitor David Malcolm, replied to by Club committee member 
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Top Table at the Torbrex Inn Burns Club annual dinner. 
Photo: Whyler Studio, Stirling 

David Grindlay. At the beginning of the evening the haggis was addressed by Forbes 
Kinnear after it was piped in by John Nicol and carried aloft by Torbrex Inn manageress 
Lilias Duff. Club Secretary Jim Kinnear (sen) said the 'Selkirk Grace'. Entertainers were 
Clair Drummond, George Wilson , Bobby Hoggan and Hugh Ritchie who were 
accompanied by instrumentalist Willie Hunter. Preparations are now underway for next 
year's supper when the ' Immortal Memory' will be proposed by the Rev James Currie. 

Other events included a reception for overseas visitors to the World Federation 
Conference at Stirling University. Delegates , mainly from the United States were 
entertained to an autumn Burns Supper. Each guest and member present received a 
commemorative plaque , courtesy of the Gallagher Tobacco Company, whose local 
representative Gil Brodie is a Club member. 

Other successful ventures included a visit to the ten pin bowling centre in Glenrothes , 
the annual dinner-dance and a Christmas Eve champagne party . The thanks of the Club is 
extended to Honorary President Tom Ogilvie , owner of the Torbrex Inn for his 
continuing assistance and generosity. JAMES KINEAR SNR 

936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. Our Burns Supper, which was once again one of the 
highlights of our year, was held on Saturday 26th January 1985 in Woodlands Centre, 
Kilwinning Road , Irvine . Winton Caterers provided the traditional meal which was 
enjoyed by the hundred members and guests who attended. We started off on the right 
foot with Piper Mark Jackson leading in the Haggis , which was duly addressed by our 
good friend Bill Morrison. Grace was said by Vice-President Helen Bell before we tucked 
into our meal. We were privileged to have , as our principal speaker, John Inglis, 
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Top Table guests at Irvine Lasses Burns Supper. 

President of the Burns Federation. John very appropriately based his toast on 'The 

Lasses' who contributed so much to the life of Robert Burns. The rapt attention of his 

audience was proof of their appreciation. The club's original toast 'The Laddies' was 

charmingly and wittily proposed by Treasurer Maureen Leitch who ended her speech 

with her own tribute in song to the men of the company. The reply was in the capable 

hands of Harry Bull , President , Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs, who responded to 

Maureen's wit with equal humour and charm . The high calibre of our artistes contributed 

greatly to the success of the evening. These were: Bill Morrison , reader; Robin 

Doncaster , baritone; Jean McArthur, soprano with Anne Miller, accompanist. Secretary 

Anne Gaw gave a vote of thanks, in verse to all who had contributed to the success of the 

evening. President Margaret Rae charmingly steered us through the evening to end up, 

just before midnight, with ' Auld Lang Syne'. 

The Lasses Club has again had a very active, successful year. Monthly meetings were 

well attended and offered a varied programme with talks , musical evenings, slide shows, 

and an evening with guests from a number of Kindred Clubs. Our St. Andrew's Night was 

well attended when Rev J. Greig proposed the toast to 'Scotia' and songs were sung by 

Jean McArthur and Andrew Miller. Readings were performed by Club members. An 

extra event his year was a ceilidh at which we entertained Bowhill Burns Club in June. 

Our summer outing saw us on a visit to the Weaver's Cottage, Kilbarchan. Schools 

competition this year took an art form with the children being asked to design a book 

cover for a book of Burns poem. To commemorate our tenth anniversary we had a 

celebration after our AGM and on that occasion we were happy to admit Mrs Shizuko 

Namba as an honorary member of the Lasses. During the year we were recipients of a 

monetary gift from Dr Toshio Namba and this was used to have a si lver quaich made 

which will serve as a lasting memento of a very dear friend. We celebrated the Centenary 

of the Burns Federation in style on 7th March. A number of guests from other Clubs, 

officials of the Federation and Ayrshire Association swelled our ranks at a social 

gathering. ANNE GAW 
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Committee and guests of honour at East Kilbride's Burns Supper. 

937. East Kilbride Burns Club. This year's Anniversary Dinner took place in the 
Bruce Hotel , East Kilbride on Friday 11 th January 1985 when some 130 'friends and 
cronies' enjoyed themselves immensely. The Haggis was piped in by Roddy Shanks and 
addressed in true Burnsian fashion by Past President Ian Macpherson . The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by Mr Norman Stirling. Peter Wilkie gave the toast to 'The Lasses' 
which was ably replied to by Mrs Joyce Young. Robert Clark gave a fascinating rendition 
of 'Tam O ' Shanter' and the whole company enjoyed the singing throughout the evening 
of Eleanor McLean . President Jim Hamilton chaired the nicht's 'On-gauns' superbly . 

JAN A. MACPHERSON 

939. Griffin Burns Club. The Annual Supper on Friday 25th January was much 
enjoyed by the large turnout of members and friends. Pesident George McLeod chaired 
the evening and kept things moving at a cracking pace . Principal speaker Eddie Winship 
from Cumbernauld Burns Club proposed the ' Immortal Memory' which well merited the 
prolonged applause it brought forth. A full programme of song and verse, mandolin and 
pipe selections made up a grand nights enjoyment in memory of the Bard, and worthy of 
special mention was the first public performance of a new march 'Griffin Burns Club' 
composed and played by our own Piper Alan Colvin. We are very proud of our tune and 
our piper. 

St. Andrew's Night celebrations on Friday 23rd November took the form of a 'Fiddlers 
Rally'. Stirling Caledonian Strathspey and Reel Society provided some rousing stuff that 
had everyone on the floor. Bothy ballads by the lnverscotia Nomads were first-rate. The 
toast 'Scotland' was given by our old friend and Burnsian extraordinary, Tom Barrie from 
Kilsyth. 
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Lads and Lasses Nicht on Friday 22nd February was a repeat 'Golden Oldies Disco'. A 

large turnout and a grand selection of records had the place really jumping and was a 

fitting end to what has been a first rate session . 
WILLIAM ADAIR 

941. The Robert Burns Club of San Diego. Eighth Annual Burns Supper was held on 

26th January 1985 at the Bahia Hotel. Over 450 people attended and thoroughly enjoyed 

the traditional evening. Amongst its major highlights were the following. Pipe-Major 

Campbell Naismith presented us with a stunning and inspired display of virtuoso pipe 

playing. Part of this was to accompany the House of Scotland Pipe Band Dancers, whose 

dance introduced the song 'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' sung in. fine style by John Scott. 

Both these artists re-appeared later in the programme. John joined George Logan and 

Jeff Watkins, accompanied by pianist Dawn Yokum, in a harmonised rendition of 'Willie 

Brewed a Peck o' Maut ' , and Campbell led the Pipe Band in its usual excellent 

presentation of pipe and drum music. Also doing double duty was Drum Sergeant Robert 

Rez who appeared in both the Pipe Band and in a new multi-instrumental group called 

Drumalban which performed Robert Burns's songs; all this in addition to having his 

daughter , Vanessa , featured as one of the talented young highland dancers-another 

illustration of Scottish culture being passed on to the next generation here in sunny San 

Diego! 
Leading a roster of excellent speakers , Mr Louis McAslin gave the toast to the 

'Immortal Memory', and the whole evening was well co-ordinated by President Robert 

Sproat and ebullient Master of Ceremonies , Tom Cunningham . The tone for an excellent 

Jovial members of the Robert Burns Club of San Diego gather round President Robert Sproat 

to raise their voices in song. 
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evening was set by the President early on when he reinstituted a practice which had fallen 
into disuse in recent years: he called all the Club members to the podium at the very 
outset and energetically led them as they raised their voices together in a rousing 
rendition of one of our Bard's most beloved songs: 'Rantin ' Rovin ' Robin '. 

Delegates to the 1984 International Burns Conference were Past President Archie Gay 
and Club Piper Jim Naismith. The above mentioned , along with Club stalwarts Tom 
McDowell, Paul Gionfriddo, Ken Mcintyre and others too numerous to list , were largely 
responsible for making our Eighth Annual Burns Supper, and the year as a whole , 
successful. 

RAY McMAHON 

943. The Humberside Burns Society. Our year began by electing Mrs Dorothy 
McEwan as our first ever woman President, and to the surprise of some of the chauvenists 
in our Society, she has certainly enlightened our evenings. On 27th April we had a bus 
trip to Harrogate to participate in the Scots Societies' County Ball , and we had a 

Mrs Dorothy McEwan, Humberside's first ever woman President, with Past-President John 
King (left) and President-elect Ken McRae (right) at the Yorkshire Federations' first round 
quiz. 

195 



thoroughly good time. On 16th June we went to York to participate in the Yorkshire 
District Burns Federation Annual Bowls Competition, followed later by the final Quiz 
match. In August we attended the Burns federation Annual General Meeting at Stirling 
University and had a grand time. This was followed by a trip to Wakefield to attend the 
Yorkshire District President's Annual Dinner. November of course, we held our St. 
Andrew's Dinner Dance, which was a huge success. This was soon followed by a 
Christmas Luncheon at Hull University. Our Burns Supper in January was the highlight 
of the year, complemented by speeches by John and Pat King, and the toast 'The Toon 
we Bide In' was given by Mrs. Tess Stonehouse. In conclusion, a very enjoyable year, 
with the Society looking very healthy indeed. 

GRAHAM HARLEY 

944. 'The Alamo' Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper, which was held in 'The 
Alamo' Lounge, on Tuesday, 22nd January, 1985 was once again the highlight of the year 
for our members and guests though the vegaries of time and fortune may affect the 
membership in the course of a passing year we have always a full house for the Burns 
Supper and still have a waiting list for Club membership. Opening the evenings 
celebrations President Andy McKee-after welcoming members and guests remarked 
that, 'If anyone didn't enjoy this night-it would be their ain fau't.' Paying a return visit, 
our principal speaker was Mr Tom Gibson-Bard of The Paisley Burns Club-who is 
always in demand on these occasions, his understanding of the Bard, and his works, 
coupled with the expertise and wit of an accomplished orator, made his proposing of the 
'Immortal Memory' a moving and delightful experience for the assembled company. 
Contributing to the evenings' entertainment, in surroundings, which, thanks to the work 
of 'mine host' Mr T. Ferry, and the Club Committee, gave an authentic setting to the 
evenings celebration, we had Tom Nixon, also on a return visit to the Club, who proposed 
the toast to 'The Lasses' in hilarious fashion, whilst Mr J. Hodge really earned his dram 
and haggis and neeps by giving 'The Address to the Haggis', 'Tam O' Shanter', and 'Holy 
Willie's Prayer', all done with the skill and mastery of this very popular entertainer. 
Kenneth McCall um whom we have now come to regard as our Burns Nicht singer was as 
always in fine voice and would have been kept singing into 'the wee sma' oors', had time 
no been tint, interspersed with bagpipe and fiddle selections. Another 'Nicht wi' Rabbie' 
ended with the singing of' Auld Lang Syne'. 

During the past year meetings were held with invited speakers to address members on 
the Life and Works of Burns. Our AGM was held on lOth February 1985 at which it was 
agreed that Mr Andy McKee would continue as President until next AGM. 

JAMES FISHER 

945. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. Our Annual Burns Dinner was held at St. 
Patrick's Centre, Huddersfield, on 26th January. Our President and his lady Mr and Mrs 
David Hannah welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress of Kirklees and his own guests Mr and 
Mrs Tom McNairn. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our Jimmy Davie, Life 
President of our Association and Plymouth Burns Club and now of The Burns 
Federation. (This honour was bestowed on him at the Burns Conference at Stirling 
University last year). The Haggis was piped in by Peter Whitwham our honorary piper 
and once again addressed in true Burnsian fashion by Mrs Agnes Davie. After the 
formalities members and guests were entertained with a very enjoyable performance of 
'Holy Willie's Prayer' by Tom McNairn (who had travelled down from Glasgow to join 
us) and Lynne Moir to a display of Highland dancing, the evening concluded with 
dancing. 
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Our calendar for last year included a very successful Hogmanay Dance , our float in the 
Mayor's Parade where a lot of money is raised for charities and The West Yorkshire 
Highland Gathering where we have a tent and organise the 'Gallon of Whisky' raffle. We 
have also spent some very enjoyable evening visiting other Burns Clubs, we made 
history again by winning our rounds in the Yorkshire and District Burns Quiz and we are 
looking forward to the finals to be held in June and hosted by Sheffield. Once again 
looking back through the year we have spent a most successful and enjoyable year. 

ELS IE MEDLEN 

946. Calgary Burns Club. President John Whitelock welcomed 250 guests on Friday 
25th January at the Westin Hotel. 'The Queen ' by the company and the 'Selkirk Grace' 
by Andy Hay the 'Loyal Toast ' by Ken Rogerson . The removes were performed by Stuart 
Chalmers . Dr George Marshall was Master of Ceremonies. A sterling performance by 
Jim Adamson on 'Addressing the Haggis '. The Tarbolton Bachelors Club was done 
admirably by Neil Stewart, toast to 'Absent Friends' by George Mrshall. The ' Immortal 
Memory', a great one by Dr Bob Carnie. Toast to 'The Lasses' by Dr Jim Currie son of 
the great Burnsian Rev James Currie of Dunlop, Ayrshire. Toast to 'Canada' was done 
by its author Jack Whyte. Songs and poems by Bards , Whyte , Ferrier , Osborne , 
Robinson , Nolan and 'Tam O ' Shanter' par excellence by Dr Sandy Morrison , our piper 
was Alan Turnbull and pianist Jo Hanson-a great night. 

This year our Ladies Night at the Bona Vista Inn in February. Golf at Vulcan in 
September followed by the most successful St. Andrew's Night of all at the Glen More 
Inn in November and in July of course our barbecue at the Bob Wilson Ranch and capped 
by our Burns Night in January 1985. This year every performance was done by a member 
of our own Club as well as our Club members performed at 10 other Burns dinners in 
Calgary. This was our best dinner ever. 

ANDY HAY 

Jim Adamson toasting the Haggis at Calgary's annual dinner. 
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948. Glencairn Masonic Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held on lst February 
1985, we had no specially invited guest speakers and therefore the whole programme for 
the evening was carried by fellow members, the Haggis was piped in as normal and the 
'Address to the Haggis'. This I done personally, Cronie Bill Richardson gave a wonderful 
'Immortal Memory', Bill is one of our most gifted speakers and was warmly appreciated. 
After toasting the Bard, Cronie Eddie Sinclair gave the toast to 'The Lasses'. This was 
replied to by Mrs MacKinlay. Bob Scott gave a wonderful rendering of the 'Twa Dogs'. 
Bill Hilton done 'Tam O' Shanter' in his inimitable fashion. Chairman John Davidson 
shone at John Barleycorn. Sam Howie recited those wonderful lines of the 'Epistle to a 
Young Friend', while his brother Jim Howie ended the evening with the vote of thanks. 
The whole evening had been interspersed with some beautiful singing of Geo. Mcivor 
and organist B. Cunningham. The company finally joined hands and ended the evening 
by singing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

Our Annual Bus Run was held on the last Sunday in May 1984. Our destination was the 
Globe Tavern, Dumfries where we were warmly welcomed, and though it is not their 
normal policy to lay on meals on a Sunday they said they would make an exception for us 
and I must say they done our party very well indeed. The day was spent by most members 
visiting the many places in the town which had connections with Burns. 

WILLIAM STEWART 

951. Birnbeck Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in The Winter Gardens, 
Weston-S-Mare on 26th January 1985. The 'Immortal Memory' was brilliantly proposed 
by Past President Bill Le Breton whose main theme was the poetry and songs written by 
Burns in 1784-1791. He was thanked by Vice-President John Smart. The toast 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by Harry Byrne and responded to by Jane Fornear. The visitors 
were toasted by Peter Bray and Ken Wilkinson replied on their behalf. The toast 'Absent 
Friends' was given by Joan Harrison. The Haggis borne by Honorary Vice-President Wilf 
Lyons was piped in by Paul Brown and addressed by Ian Davidson. The toasts were 
interspersed by songs from Pat Bosworth, Sylvia Badman, Gwynne Davies and John 
Guthrie accompanied at the piano by the Club's musical director May Dickson. President 
Tony Snook, before proposing the Pipers Toast, thanked all concerned for contributing 
to an outstanding anniversary dinner. Croupier was Richard Gee. 

The Annual General Meeting followed by a buffet supper was held in April and the 
annual President's dinner dance in May. A treasure hunt was held in August and a skittle 
evening in October. The St. Andrew's dinner dance was held on 30th November 1984. 
The toast 'The Land O' Cakes' was proposed by Ian Davidson. The toast 'The Land We 
Live In' by Reg Price and responded to by The Editor of 'The Weston Mercury', Jeremy 
Williams. President Tony Snook was in the chair. In March at a baked potato supper 
members were entertained to readings of his poetry by local farmer poet, John Osborne, 
who had much in common with Robert Burns. 

ANGUS WILSON 

956. Nantwich and District Scottish Society. On Friday, 25th January 1985 we held our 
annual celebration Burns' Supper and Dance at the Oakley Centre, Crewe, where the 
President, J. Holmes Gray presided over a gathering of 72 members and friends. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr L. Alistair Gibson. The toast to 'The Lasses' 
was proposed by Mr John Stewart with wit and humour and was replied to by Mrs 
Elizabeth Bruynooghe in equal vein. 

A very successful Ceilidh was held at the Memorial Hall, Wistaston, Crewe, on 22nd 
February 1985, where the members entertained the local Welsh and Polish Societies with 
Scottish Country Dancing, readings etc. They, in turn, entertained our own members 
with lovely selections of Welsh and Polish songs. MRS SALL y F. STAPLES 
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957. Ottawa Burns Club. In the spring of 1984 work was begun to revive the Ottawa 
Burns Club. Several dedicated people stuck together and have worked hard to get our 
present membership up to 60. In our 1984-85 season we have had several notable events. 
In November 1984 we held a Pot Luck Supper in honour of St. Andrew. On 3lst 
December 1984 we held a Hogmanay Dance and Buffet to welcome in the new year. We 
held our first Annual Burns Supper at the Rideau Veterans Hall on Friday 25th January 
1985 , at which we had 130 guests. The Haggis was piped in by Wendy Finnan and 
addressed by the Club's Vice-President Stuart Jardine . The ' Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Charles Inglis. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Charles Brown 
and ably replied to by the Clubs Bard-Pamela Gemmell. This very successful evening 
ended with dancing and dance demonstrations by the Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society under the guidance of Charles Inglis. 

~ " " 'PU• " ~ON 

Piper Wendy Finnan escorting Douglas Reid and Rosemary D'aoust at Ottawa's Haggis 
ceremony. 

961. Larkhall Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper held on Friday 25th January was 
provided by the ladies of the Club with Miss E. Kane President chairing the proceedings. 
The toast to the ' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs Molly Rennie , Past President 
Burns Federation who delighted the large audience with her knoweldge and flair in 
presenting this important toast. The Haggis was piped in by John Barclay and addressed 
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in great style by Mrs Jenny Auld who also gave 'Tam O' Shanter' and other readings 
during the evening. The 'Selkirk Grace' was said by Mrs Helen Nisbet and the company 
then enjoyed a traditional supper prepared and cooked by the ladies committee. Once 
again Ann Pickering captivated the members with her rendering of the songs of Burns. 
Singing at her first Burns Supper was a young lass Lesley Pringle who a few years ago won 
the singing section of our Primary Schools Competition and all wish her well in her 
musical and singing career. The toast to the Federation was proposed by Mrs Moira 
O'Kane Vice-President Lanarkshire Association and replied to by Mr R. Scott, President 
Lanarkshire Association. Toast to 'The Lasses' by A. Bennett and Mrs B. Crawford was 
well supported by all the ladies in her reply. The vote of thanks was given by Mr W. Scott 
to complete- a sple14did supper. 

This year the Club's activities have increased enormously with the requests from 
various local organisations for our members to take part in their suppers and despite the 
demand we managed to cope. Our annual visits to the residential homes in our area were 
one again a great success with our Easter Bonnet Parade now becoming a huge yearly 
event. One of the highlights of our regular monthly meetings was the visit of Mr D. 
Wilson Ogilvie who gave an outstanding talk on the Riddell Connection. Our Primary 
Schools Competition this year surprised everyone. Despite the disruption in some schools 
every one of them competed and a total of 160 pupils competed for the various medals 
and trophies before a combined audience of 650 over the two nights. Mr John Inglis, 
President Burns Federation presented the prizes and gave an encouraging speech to the 
children. During this session we lost our popular treasurer Jim Muir and will be missed by 
all Burnsians. 

ADAM BENNETI 

963. Cotgrave Burns Club. The Burns Supper of Cotgrave Burns Club was held in the 
Belvoir Suite Cotgrave on 26th January. There were 64 people in attendance. The Haggis 
was piped in by Mr George Philips and Mrs B. Aitken as 'Poosie Nancy' carried the 
Haggis in. The 'Address to the Haggis' was given by Mr S. Ferns. After the excellent meal 
the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr E. Martin, one of the visitors from the Jolly 
Beggars from Coventry. We had two visitor's this year from the Jolly Beggars and two 
from Thringstone Rangers Club, Coalville after an evening of song and dancing with 
everyone enjoying themselves the evening finished with the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

On the last Sunday of every month we hold our meeting where old and new member's 
are made welcome. We had our Easter Bonnet Competition on 3lst March where all who 
attended enjoyed themselves. So far this year we have had one bus trip also we are having 
two discos this year and are holding a St. Andrew's Night on 30th November. 

967. Earlsferry Burns Club. Annual Supper held at the usual venue the Golf Tavern, 
Earlsferry on Friday 25th January. Once again an excellent supper thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. The committee had agreed that founder member David Spittal should be made an 
Honorary Life Member and although David was not fit to attend, the ceremony was 
conducted in his absence. The main event of the evening the 'Immortal Memory' was 
given by the only Englishman in the Club, Colin Bradley. Colin gave us a very 
well-researched and interesting view of the Bard and his efforts were well received by the 
Club. James Mackie gave his usual brilliant performance and his 'Tam O' Shanter' had us 
all on the edge of our seats. 'The Lasses' by Bill Smith gave us a hilarious insight into a life 
with a wife and five daughters, and the reply by David Boak carried on the mood. The 
Haggis was addressed with some flair and panache by David Leitch and the singing of 
Sandy Sneddon, Gordon Jamieson, Sandy Cowan, David Leitch and Alec Park was 
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appreciated very much indeed. The evening was brought to a close by Tom McCabe 
whose sense of humour could take him to a career on the stage!! 

G EORGE WALSH 

A. McNeal (Treasurer), Councillor S. Dawson, Mayor of Kirklees, G. Smith (President), D. 
Wilson Ogilvie (Vice-President of the Burns Federation), Jimmy Davie 1Hon. President}. G. 
Graham (Past President) and Ian Duthie (Secretary) at Huddersfield's centenary dinner. 

Photo: Huddersfield Examiner 

969. Huddersfield St. Andrews Society. One hundred years before George Orwell 
made 1984 famous, a few Scots in Huddersfield thankfully had the wisdom to form a 
Society; we celebrated our Centenary in 1984. Our Centenary Chieftain , R. Gordon 
Smith, had already been Chieftain in 1957 and, after 50 years a member of the Society, 
thoroughly deserved the honour. The highlight of the year 's activities was the Centenary 
Dinner held on 30th November at the Marmaville Country Club, Mirfield. The Chieftain 
welcomed 172 members and their guests. Understandably it was a time for reminiscing 
and a time for sentiment too. Thanks to the efforts of Jimmy Davie, we were fortunate to 
have D. Wilson Ogilvie as our Chief Guest, and in his speech , which was enthusiastically 
received, he did the Federation proud. In his short stay in the West Riding he made many 
friends. Another speaker at the Dinner was Dr Gordon Selbie, a native of Inverurie, who 
has been in practice in Huddersfield for many years. Gordon had a dual role, he proposed 
the toast to 'Huddersfield and Oor Guests ' and in addition gave the 'Address to the 
Haggis ' . In both cases he excelled and indeed the event was a huge success. 

The Burns' Supper and Dance held at the Ladbroke Mercury Hotel , Huddersfield on 
Friday 25th January was attended by 170 members, friends and their ladies. In proposing 
the 'Immortal Memory', Bill Jack , who hails from Inverness, ably and thoughtfully 
reminded us of the many skills and facets of Robert Burns . Agnes Davie in addressing the 
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Haggis once again demonstrated her competency in the art. T?is event was also a great 
success and altogether it has been a memorable year for the Society. 

IAN DUTHIE 

974. Elliot Lake Burns Club. This year was our Seventh Annual Burns Supper and was 
attended by over 300 people. Our President Charles Welsh welc~med membe_rs a~d 
guests. The 'Selkirk Grace' was said by Mr Ian Chalmers. The Haggis was then p~ped m 
by Bill and Sandy Ross (father and son) and carried in by Mr John Kay and the whisky by 
Mr Bert Brown. Charles O'Neill did a fine job of addressing the Haggis. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was made by Mr Doug O' Conner, whilst the reply on their behalf was given by 
Mrs Fiona Harris to much applause. This year the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr 
Alan Stewart covering the humorous, personal and universal aspects of the great man's 
life and works. Mr Peter Donohoe sang 'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' with Margaret Smith 
on piano. (Peter has never sung better) very much enjoyed not only by the Immigrant 
Scots but by the many other ethnics that attended. We were later entertained by the 
McLeod Dancers from Sault Ste Marie, who gave exhibitions of both Highland and 
Scottish Country Dancing, they get better every year. 

This year we added an extra touch by having a raffle for a trip for two back to the home 
land. A Canadian couple, Mr and Mrs C. Yakey; won this and are looking forward tc 
seeing the heather of Scotland and Rabbie's Birthplace. During the year we held our 
Annual Picnic and Corn roast on the beach of a local lake. As in previous years we held a 
very successful St. Andrew's Night, also a very successful St. George's night-I must say 
the English community look forward to that evening. As we have a relatively small Club 
of only 54 members (up ten from last year) we take pride in the fact that we managed to 
donate $920 to our local Cancer Society and $405.00 to our local hospital and 
rehabilitation centre. 

GLYNIS NOLAN 

980. Niagara Falls (Canada) Burns Club. Our 59th Annual Burns Supper coincided 
with one of the worst snow storms of the winter. As a result only half the expected 
number of members and guests managed to make it through to the Park Inn in Niagara 
Falls. However, as luck would have it, all of the main speakers for the evening made it, so 
the decision was made to go ahead with the supper and our President Joe Freeman 
warmly welcomed 39 brave souls who successfully battled the storm to be there. To the 
strains of Robert Watson's piping. The Haggis was carried into the room by Ina Dawson 
and ably addressed by her husband Bill. Another husband and wife team, Jim and Vena 
Johnstone delighted their captive audience with their rendering of the toast to 'The 
Lasses' and the response. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bill Molloy who 
chose the 'Kilmarnock Edition' as his topic with some interesting insight into why Burns 
chose to write 'chiefly in the Scottish dialect'. Due to our small numbers, after the 
speeches and toasts were over we all retired to a cosy hospitality suite kindly provided by 
the hotel management and proceeded to entertain ourselves with an excellent ceilidh until 
the storm had subsided 'and each took off his several way, resolved to meet some ither 
day'. 

Our annual club ?olf competition was again held at Twenty Valley Golf and Country 
Club where the Elhsland Cup an~ the Peter Westwater Memorial Trophy were keenly 
contested. In August we once again accepted the warm invitation from John and Bunty 
Phillips to join them at their cottage on Silverlake for our annual family summer picnic, 
another wonderful success. 

1984 also saw the inauguration of the Robert Burns International Golf Invitational 
hosted by the Niagara Falls Club. We hope to be able to pass the venue around to all 
interested Clubs and further the spirit of friendship we all enjoy by being a part of the 
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Burns Federation. The low gross was won by Andy Mackay from Rochester N.Y. and the 
low net by our own Jim Johnstone. 

Our monthly meetings, held on the third Friday of the month are always well attended 
and help to make our Canadian winters pass a wee bit faster. Mary Craig, a founding 
member of our Club celebrated her 90th birthday in 1984. Mary is hail and hearty and 
seldom misses a meeting. 

BILL MOLLOY 

984. MacQuarie Stewart Burns Club. Our seventh Annual Burns Night was held on 
Saturday 9th February, 1985 and members and overseas visitors were welcomed by the 
President, Mr Des Taylor. The 'Address to the Haggis' was ably delivered by John Aird 
and he was assisted by Mrs Jenny Taylor and Alex Fraser. Master of Ceremonies, 
Edward McColgan kept proceedings moving along according to the schedule and this was 
an important factor towards the success of the evening. 

The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Billy McConnell. He linked the 
countries of Scotland and Australia in his tribute to the Bard and this aspect of his speech 
was well received. Charlie Brown toasted 'The Lasses' and his originality and humour 
received sustained applause. His mother-in-law (now in her eighties) and in the audience 
thoroughly enjoyed the toast. Highland dancer, David Tanere demonstrated a wide 
variety of skills in the art of Highland dancing and received warm acclaim. The highlight 
of the evening was undoubtedly the performance of our Scottish singer Alex Parker 
(formerly of Auchinleck). His fine voice, easy style and pleasant personality all 
contributed to a memorable evening and he received a rousing ovation. Mrs Nan 
McColgan deserves special mention, as the success of the evening's catering was due 
entirely to her organisational skills and tireless efforts. 

EDWARD MC COLGAN 

986. Robert Burns Society of Annapolis Ltd. La Fontainbleu,- familiar to many 
attendees of the 1984 International Meeting of the Robert Burns' Societies, was the locale 
selected for our Burns' Nicht Dinner, 16th February 1985. Two Masters of Ceremonies: 
Jack MacKay for the Burns Supper and John Dodds (President) for the Tartan Ball, 
turned in exceptional performances. Exceptional performances were also presented by 
Ivy Carey Ford, originally from Glasgow for her gifted singing and Humphrey 
Macdonald, originally from Ayrshire for presenting the 'Immortal Memory'. Music and 
entertainment by Roy and Ralph, The Highlandaires, was at its usual high level of 
performance. Grace was offered by our Piper/Chaplain, Rev William R. Page, and pipers 
from the Clan Campbell Pipe Band, Linda Currie and Dick Huebschman were supported 
by Robert Heina, another society piper. The feelings of the officers and directors on this 
occasion were perhaps best expressed by the President's comment: 'I can never attend a 
Burns' Nicht Dinner without wondering what kind of man this was-who lived only 37 
short years yet left a legacy which reaches all continents and grows broader each year. 
Surely we are fortunate to be a part of this celebration in the year which also brings the 
100th birthday of our Federation. May we in 1985 follow the Burns' quotation: "Each 
aids the other".' 

LAVERNA!. PAGE 

992. Marchbank Burns Club. The 26th Annual Supper was held in the Marchbank 
Hotel Balerno on lst February 1985. Jim Tait, our newly elected President, presided as 
well as giving the 'Selkirk Grace' and a most humorous Bard's oration. Ian Robertson 
most capably 'Addressed the Haggis' which was piped in by Alan Shiels who also played a 
most moving lament following an 'Immortal Memory' brilliantly proposed by Jimmie 
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Dunbar. In his oration Jimmie covered many aspects of the man Robert Burns including 
the Bard 's love and eternal gratitude to his father especially for his interest in learning, his 
patriotic love for Sir William Wallace and great admiration of Robert Fergusson's poetry. 
An inspiration which led Burns to erect a headstone on his brother poet's grave. Another 
unusual but very efficient aspect of Jimmie's presentation was his singing of various parts 
of his tribute. John Mathers thanked Jimmie for his fine oration and later gave (complete 
with a four legged friend) 'Tae A Mouse ' . Jack McCaig proposed a most amusing toast to 
'The Lasses' which was equally amusingly replied to by Balerno's 'Postmaster-General' 
Arthur Lucas. 'Tam O' Shanter' was faultlessly delivered by Jim Johnstone in his own 
inimitable style in this his first year as a Club member , though he is well known as a first 
class orator in Burns circles . The Club and Absent Friends toast was in the experienced 
hands of Bert Ronaldson who welcomed our new members and remembered those now in 
other places. Our singers, Jimmie Dunbar, John Fraser, Danny Manson, (grand to see 
and hear him again) and Rab Sutherland our industrious and efficient Secretary who gave 
'The Star' , were all in fine voice . Bill Grieve with his accordion again provided the music 
and recitations were given by Willie Shanks, Hugh Fraser, Jim Johnstone, Eddie McCue 
and Bill Ramsay who again was inimitable as Holy Willie. The toast 'Our Chairman and 
Guest's and Artistes ', was proposed by Eddie McCue and our Chairman thanked our host 
Willie Waddell and his staff (including a charming waitress, Linda Burns, what a happy 
coincidence) for providing another successful Burns Supper at Marchbank. In his reply 
Willie thanked the Chairman and members and reiterated how welcome the Club was 
here in the premises where its Federation Certificate proudly hangs. 'Auld Lang Syne' 
rounded off a perfect evening. 

EDDIEMcCUE 

Talmadge leGrand, Angus Mclendon, Edward McMillion and Joe Jenkinson applauding at 
the Robert Burns Society of the Midlands annual dinner. 
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994. Robert Burns Society of the Midlands (Columbia, S.C.). 'Somehow or other our 
Burns Dinners seem to get better and better every year.' This comment came from Dixie 
Mccaskill and the sentiment was echoed by many of the 155 members and guests who 
attended the Seventh Annual Dinner of the Robert Burns Society of the Midlands at the 
Townhouse Ballroom on Saturday, 26th January 1985. This was the largest turnout yet 
for the Burns Dinner! After cocktails and the piping in of the head table, we sang the 
National Anthems and after a short welcome by out-going President, Bob Rowland, and 
introduction of special guests, Morgan MacLachlin gave the 'Selkirk Grace'. The piping 
in of the Haggis was led by piper Geoffrey McMillion, followed by flag bearers Jeff Hein 
and Lloyd Sutherland, Sword Bearer Tom McKinney, Haggis Bearer Mason Alexander, 
Jr, Bard Stanley Freeman, Knife and Fork Bearer Richard Kennedy and Scotch Bearer 
Ted McClure. Bard Stanley Freeman gave the 'Address to the Haggis' ... dinner began. 
The main address was given by Dr William M. Park, Associate Professor, Department of 
Foreign Languages, University of North Carolina in Charlotte. Dr Park gave an 
informtive, lively and just-the-right-length speech entitled 'Will The Real Robert Burns 
Please Stand Up'. After dinner entertainment began with the Palmetto Scottish Country 
Dancers performing three beautiful dances and then Gail Tandy and Clare McClure did a 
Fling, Sword Dance and Lilt. We were fortunate to have four pipers this year, teacher 
Brad Beaton; Geoffrey McMillion, Jan Koudelka and Larry Ballard. This was followed 
by group singing of many popular Scottish songs and the remainder of the evening was 
devoted to Country Dancing and with those remaining members joining hands, as always, 
and singing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

996. St. Andrew Kilmarnock. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the Masonic 
Hall, Kilmarnock, on Friday 25th January. The Chairman was Ian Ghee. Piper John 
Logan made the rafters dirl as the Haggis was cermoniously carried in by Robert Halbert 
and addressed by Jim Gordon in stirring form. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Jackie Farrell, whose absorbing address reminded us all, that, through the apathy of the 
Kilmarnock people, many of Burns Landmarks in the town were allowed to be destroyed 
in the name of progress, and to be replaced by a few plaques on the walls, to mark their 
positions. The toast 'The Lasses' was in the capable hands of Jimmy McDowall, who gave 
a very witty and original toast. Mrs J. McDermont who replied was in her usual sparkling 
and devastating form. Bob Halbert and Jim Paton both gave readings, Bob 'To A Mouse' 
Jim, 'To A Daisy'. Both were very much appreciated. The songs of Burns were 
delightfully sung by our dear friend Pauline Hamilton accompanied by her husband 
Harry. The vote of thanks was ably proposed in humorous form by Jas. McDermont. The 
evening finished with a dance, at the end of which everyone voted it a very enjoyable 
night. 

In May 1984 the Club performed a play written by President Jimmy McDowall. The 
play was entitled, I A Nicht Wi' Burns and his Cronies'. The setting was Johnie Dow's Inn 
in Mauchline, where, for the first time Burns met John Lapraik, the Muirkirk Poet. The 
Cronies were John Richmond, Rab Hunter and Tanner Smith. During their night's 
drinking and enjoyment who should appear but Willie Fisher (Holy Willie), and Burns 
for the first time read the poem 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. In the midst of it Fisher rushes out 
threatening to bring the wrath of God upon them. The actors in this comedy were Adam 
Cunningham as Burns, Jackie Farrell as Lapraik, Jimmy McDowall as Dow, Archie 
Gibson as Richmond, Hugh Orr as Hunter, Bob Halbert as Smith, and last but by no 
means least Ian Ghee's portrayal as Holy Willie brought the house down. Pauline 
Hamilton also sang two or three Burns songs. The night was voted a huge success. 

ROBERT GHEE 
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Some of the members and guests attending the anniversary dinner at the Rhodes-on-the
Pawtu"et ballroom . 

1007. Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island. Once again this year Rhode 
Island Burnsians and their friends celebrated the birth of the poet at the Rhodes-on-the
Pawtuxet Ballroom in Cranston, R. I. On this , their 22nd anniversary celebration, the 
Burns Committee of Rhode Island decided to go S~ottish with their ' Immortal Memory' 
speaker and invited John Smith , President of the Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
Perthshire Burns Club, to do the honours. John 's 'Memory' and songs were well received 
by the enthusiastic crowd of five hundred people. An added bonus for the Committee and 
others who had the chance to meet him was Ian Park of Kincardine, a true lover of Burns , 
who was Jock Smith's fellow traveller on this trip. 

The evening opened with toasts to the President of the U.S. proposed by Richmond 
Cargill , to the Queen by Bethia Clarke, and to Robert Burns by William MacQuattie. 
The Chaplain of the Daughters of Argyll, Helen Brannan, said Grace followed by the 
singing of the Doxology by Richard Ward accompanied by his wife Barbara, at the piano. 

The Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Alexander Malcolm, Past Chief of Clan 
Cameron No. 7, OSC who kept the programme in order. The exchange of municipal 
greetings and gifts between Ian Wyles , Convener of Stirling District and Governor 
Edward DiPrete of the State of Rhode Island , represented by former State Senator 
Robert McKenna , and Acting Mayor Michael A. Traficante of the City of Cranston was 
ably performed by 'Jock ' as a part of his hands-across-the-sea effort . As has become the 
custom at our Burns Nights the appearance of the Rhode Island Highlanders Pipe Band 
brought a standing ovation wh ich conti nued through most of their performance. 
Accompanying the Highlanders was the highland dancing group consisting of Debbie 
Kane, Marie Gonder. Johana McDonald. Janice MacLean and Phyllis MacGregor. P. M. 
Alexander Glen of the Highlanders not only ably directed the band but very eloquently 
delivered the' Address to the Haggis ' . After this full programme was completed there was 
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a variety of Scottish-American selections by Dave MacPherson's Scottish Orchestra for 
ballroom dancing. 'Auld Lang Syne' was sung with real gusto by the large remaining 
group. 

ELIZABETH S. MacLEAN 

1008. Caledonian Society of West Cumberland. The Annual Burns Supper was held in 
the warmth and comfort of The Sandpiper at Allon by. Society pipers Bill Todhunter and 
John Winder piped-in the Haggis duly addressed with gusto by Bill Rodger. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by David Allan who spoke 'off the cuff', with feeling 
and conviction, advancing arguments why the Poet and his works had captured the 
imagination of sensitive people all over the world. He decried those who criticised 
repetitiveness at Burns gatherings as boring 'If the works of Sheakespeare and 
Wordsworth, Beethoven and Berlin are worthy of frequent repetition why not the works 
of Rabbie Burns Producer of some of the worlds most beautiful songs and soulful verse, 
understood by the common man everywhere.' Ken McKeands toast to 'The Lasses' was 
pregnant with back handed compliments and subtle innuendo skilfully countered by a 
lively reply from Rena Allan. Singers on this occasion Dorothy Chambers and David 
Wilson were accompanied by Freda Woodyer who also led community singing including 
'Auld Lang Sync' in its entirety. David Allan gave a spirited rendition of 'Tam O' 
Shanter'. 

Other events included the St. Andrew's Ball with guest speaker Nigel Sale of The 
National Trust and also featured an immaculate display by the Carlisle Caledonia Pipe 
Band. There was also Founders Night, President's At Home, a video show of National 
Trust for Scotland films, slide shows of Newfoundland and Canada by Bill Anton, 'All 
Things Bright and Beautiful' by Eldred Wilson and Western Scotland by David Kealey of 
Mountain Rescue. An indoor bowling night, a beef and wine party, a day trip to Castle 
Howard in Yorkshire and a talk on wine making with an extensive tasting and sampling 
session to follow completed our varied programme. 

GEORGE LINSCOTT GOODE 

1013. Balmullo Burns Club. Another grand night, another full house under the 
Chairmanship of George Spence the evening began when Bob Munn offered the 'Selkirk 
Grace'. George Oliphant dramatically 'Addressed the Haggis'. John Young stirred the 
audience with his 'Immortal Memory' and the tension was relieved when Pat Melville 
toasted 'The Lasses' but little wit he the reply got from Lee Murphy, lulling the members 
with a few pleasantries beforehand. Charlie Todd then conducted a revivalist meeting by 
reciting 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. Thanks are due to the piper Bill Duff, Grace Steven 
(Poosie Nansie) and to our hosts Andrew and Freda Crookston. 

Three Music Nights-thanks to Bobby Crowe for assembling artistes. St. Andrew's 
Night-sparkling success. Grand afternoon with Balmullo Primary School-most 
impressed with the performances of the youngsters. The Club was also pleased to assist 
with the Burns Supper held by the local bowling club. 

JAMES D. CAMERON 

1018. East Antrim Burns Association. Piper Tom Stewart, of the East Antrim Burns 
Association, set the rafters of the Highways Hotel ringing when the local Club met to 
celebrate the birthday of the great Scottish Bard at their annual supper. A large gathering 
of enthusiasts and friends enjoyed a feast of roast beef and all the trimmings, with, of 
course, the obligatory Haggis. Ushered in to the sound of the pipes, the Haggis was 
ceremoniously addressed by Mr Wilson Logan, while Mr Ernie Logan pronounced the 
famous 'Selkirk Grace'. The main toast of the evening, the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed in fine style by Mr James MacAllister, who underlined his tribute to the Bard 
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with many well chosen quotations from his best known verses. No Burns supper is 
complete without a toast to 'The Lasses' and this was most excellently proposed by Mr 
Ian Duffin, and suitably responded to by Mrs Agnes Brown. Mr Duffin demonstrated his 
ability as a singer as well as an accomplished after dinner speaker when he delighted his 
audience with a fine selection of songs, including some by the immortal Bard. Robert 
Beggs on the fiddle, accompanied by his daughter Hazel on the guitar, set every foot 
tapping with lively examples of Scottish airs and Hazel captivated her audience with some 
beautifully rendered solos, particularly noteworthy was her interpretation of 'The Dark 

Island'. Gordon Horner of Ballyclare, proved his worth as a speaker, and Matt Meharg in 
his own inimitable style rounded off a fine evening's entertainment. Proposing a final 
toast to 'Our Club', the secretary outlined the programme for the new season and 
indicated that a close study of the life, works and times of the poet was planned. A warm 
invitation to all poetry lovers to come and join in the Club's activities was given. The 
Chairman Mr Tom Peoples, concluded the evening by expressing the thanks and 

gratitude of the organisation to all the artists and friends, and to the speaker who had 
contributed to such a memorable supper. 

Tom Stewart played the gathering out with a stirring selection on the pipes and the 
proceedings closed appropriately with the entire company singing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

1020. Netherthird and Craigens Burns Club. Our Club President Mr W. Pender 
welcomed 40 members and friends to their Annual Bums Supper and Dance in the 
Netherthird and Craigens W. M. Club. The 'Selkirk Grace' was given by Treasurer T. 
Rowan. The Haggis was piped in by Piper Stephen Clark, carried by Mrs Margaret Orr 
and addressed by John Rodie. After an excellent meal provided by Heather Catering 
Services, Cumnock, the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns was proposed by Mr John 
Rodie of Ayr, who held the audience spellbound by giving a true picture of the life of 
Robert Burns. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed with good humour by Allan 
Gillon, and a witty reply delivered by Mrs Mary McBride. Mr Hugh McNaughton 
proposed the toast to 'Absent Friends'. Entertainment for the rest of the evening was 
provided by Ian Muir (accordion) and Derek Hamihon (keyboard). A. Gillon sang two of 
the Bards songs, J. Rodie recited two of his own poems and songs from various members 
during the evening all helped to make a night to remember, the President W. Pender 
proposed a vote of thanks to all who took part, we finished the evening singing 'Auld 
LangSyne'. 

We held our Annual St. Andrew's Night celebrations on 28th November 1984 in the 
Netherthird and Craigens W. M. Club, with President Mr W. Pender in the Chair. Mr T. 
Rowan said Grace before meal. Our own lady members provided our own meal, which 
was enjoyed by all. After Mr Rowan proposed the toast to 'Absent Friends', the main 
speaker of the evening Mr Hugh McNaughton, very ably delivered his speech on Scottish 
history and St. Andrew. Dancing was to the Ian Muir Trio. Piper Stephen Clark 
entertained us during the evening with the bagpipes, while his sister Dawn showed us the 
art of Scottish dancing accompanied by Stephen. Mr A. Gillon sang two Scottish songs. 
The evening came to a close with the company singing 'Scots Wha Hae'. 

ANDREW D.S. McBROOM 

1021. Kuwait Caledonians. The Annual Burns Supper of the Kuwait Caledonians was 
held on 24th January at the Gazelle Club in Kuwait with an attendance of 220 members 
and guests. Our guest speaker was Ian Macpherson CBE, who flew in from Glasgow 
especially for the occasion by courtesy of British Airways. The evening began with Ian 
Macpherson proposing the 'Immortal Memory' followed by the toast to 'The Lasses' by 
Ian Innes and the reply by Nan Logan. Other entertainment was provided by the Kuwait 
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President Ronnie Sinclair (left), with guest speaker Ian Macpherson, at Kuwait Caledonians 
annual dinner. 

Caledonian Pipe Band (Pipe rs we re John Loughlin , Jo hn Kelly, Peter Robe rtson, Finlay 
McCluskey, Roy Chalkey and Drumme rs were Ma ry Kelly, Peter O 'Neill , Stewart 
Walker) and the evening was presided over by Preside nt Ronnie Sinclair. Bo b Stevenson, 
Joe Craig, Mary Craig and Geraldine Wood provided the assembl ed compa ny with some 
popular Burns' songs and Bill West gave the' Address to the Haggis' . 

Our St. Andrew's Night Dinne r was held on 29th November , 1984 at the Hunting and 
Equestrian Club with an atte ndance of 280 members and guests. Our guest speaker fo r 
the evening was Glasgow Comedian Billy Je ffrey who was fl own into Kuwait again by the 
courtesy of British Airways and he treated the a udie nce to almost an hour of non-stop 
laughter. The welcome to our guests was proposed by C huck Robertson and the reply was 
given by H . E . Anthon y Quainton the Ambassado r o f the United States of America. The 
evening was once again presided ove r by Preside nt Ronnie Sinclair and other 
entertainment was provided by a 20 minute displ ay by th e Kuwait Caledoni a n Pi pe Band. 

Once again it has been a successful seaso n fo r fund ra ising a nd over £4,500 was sent to 
Quarrier's Homes , Trefoil School , Linburn Home fo r War Blinded, RSSPCC, Ed in burgh 
and Leith Old People's We lfa re Council and the Scotti sh Wildli fe Trust. 

PETER ROB ERTSO 

1022. Blane Valley Burns Club. O ur Fifth A nn iversa ry Dinner was held in the 
Edmonstonc Hall , Bla nefi e ld o n 25th Ja nuary 1985 whe n 127 members and fri ends 
honoured th e birthday of th e Ba rd . As well as e njoying some 'Guid Halesome Fairin ' 
they had a feas t of excelle nt recita tio ns, sin ging, piping and speeches fro m Clu b membe rs 
and guests. The haggis was piped in by Archie Campbell and addressed by Dennis 
P~ ttr n r!e n. The Cheil O ' the Chair was Albe rt Johnstone who the n invited the local priest 
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Father Bell to propose the 'Immortal Memory'. 'The Lasses' were toasted by Alan Bell 
and Lee Arnold replied on their behalf. A very colourful rendition of 'Tam O' Shanter' 
was performed by Matt Mackie and throughout the evening Christine Fields and John 
Smith sang a selection of Burns Songs ably accompanied by David Simpson on the piano. 

During February 1984 we announced the winners of our first School Competition which 
we sponsored in the local primary school for primaries six and seven. The submissions 
were of a very high standard and it was gratifying to see such a marvellous response from 
the pupils and staff. 

On 19th October 1984 our second Charity Folk Concert was held in the Edmonstone 
Hall, Blanfield, featuring the 'Whistlebinkies' and local supporting acts. 130 tickets were 
sold therefor it was standing room only on the night and thanks to sponsorship from local 
businesses we were able to donate £300 to 'Tak Tent'. The evening finished with a dance 
to the music of the Stuart McKeown Country Dance Band and once again this was 
another memorable evening and plans are now in hand to repeat the success next year. 

GEORGE EASTCROFT 

1024. The Robert Burns Society of South Australia. On Sunday 27th January 1985 the 
Society conducted the Third Annual March (a pipe band leading approx 150 (through 
Adelaide to the Burns Statue beside the State Library). A programme compered by Jock 
McKenzie (Vice-President) featured a floral pillow laid by Sir Lyell McEwin KBE, 
addres·s by Helen Morris, 'Scots wha Hae' and 'The Star of Robbie Burns' by Lindsay 
Wilkie and 'To a Young Friend' by Gordon Greig (President); a vote of thanks by Don 
McLeod (Treasurer). This was followed by a Ceilidh (3 hours) in the capable hands of 
Marion Johnson (Social Officer) in the Royal Caledonian Society Hall. Songs, recitations 
were in abundance and displays of Highland and country dancing were followed by 
general dancing. 

After ratifying a Constitution our membership is standing at 26 ·with no sex 
descrimination from 12 years to 85 years old. Apart from the monthly social, we held a 
successful mid 1984 ceilidh in Adelaide Railway Station Hotel. A BBQ/Swimming Pool 
Meeting in January 1985 to dedicate our Society banner, and produced a 'Magic' concert 
featuring Jean Redpath, Sam Cunningham (tenor) and Lindsay Wilkie (baritone) 
accompanied by Beatrice Masson. M~mbers contributed at various functions held by the 
Scottish Associations of South Australia (more than 20). We are represented by Secretary 
Jean Lumsden on the newly started Scottish Radio Programme Committee. Although we 
have not yet established school competitions our journal 'The Immortal Memory' (Editor 
Basil Doyle) is supplied to 14 schools. We look forward to consolidating and expanding 
our activities. Friendships with the Bowhill Peoples Burns Club and Honorary President 
Toshia Namba have been strengthened throughout year. 

1026. The Duns Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Blackbull Hotel, 
Duns and was attended by 76 members and guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by John Denholm. The Lasses' by William Cowan and reply by Margaret 
Thorblen; 'The Queen, Our Hosts, Guests and Artistes' James Aitken; Our Chairman by 
William Paterson; the Piper was Tim Ainslie and accompanist Betty Thompson. 

The Annual General Meeting was held in May. At a coffee morning in November over 
£100 was raised for Club funds. 

ROBERT JOHN GLOVER 

1030. Darlington Gaelic Society. President Cath Macinnes welcomed members and 
friends to the Annual Burns Supper at the George Hotel Piercebridge on 26th January 
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President Cath Macinnes, Michael Fallon, M.P., the hotel chef and Piper Jim Miller at 
Darlington Gaelic Society's Burns Supper. 

Photo: Darlington Evening Despatch 

1985. The Haggis was piped in by Jim Millar and addressed by Ron Fairbairn. Michael 
Fallon Conservative MP for Darlington proposed the 'Immortal Memory' in eloquent 
fashion. The toast to 'The Lasses ' was proposed by Jim Millar, and a witty response in 
verse was given by Carol Moffat. The versatile Jim Millar, accompanied at the piano by 
Margery Cooper, sang Burns songs to the enjoyment of all, and especially his mother. 
Ewen Dingwall gave a short reading and Vice-President Peggy Griffiths gave a 
comprehensive vote of thanks. 

Other events included the President's Dinner in September and a ceilidh and dance at 
the George Hotel, Piercebridge in November when Ian Carmichael Mod Gold Medalist 
from Glasgow was guest singer, and dancing to the excellent music of the Tom 
Edmondson Band. M.C. 's Ewen Dingwall and Ron Fairbairn . This was followed in 
February by a slide show, entitled orthern Heritage , and a musical tour of Scotland in 
March, given by the Gaelic Singers. The final event of the session was a ceilidh and dance 
again at the George Hotel , Piercebridge with special guest Ina MacDiarmid, Mod Gold 
Medallist. 

MRS. MARGERY COOPER 

1035. Kansas City St. Andrew. Kansas City St. Andrew celebrated its first Burns 
Night as a member of the Federation on 25th January 1985. Nearly four hundred 
members and friends joined in the festivities to honour our Bard's 226th birthday. 
Although not a fully traditional Burns Nicht , all the ingredients were present to make the 
celebration worthy of Rabbie. 

After the various toasts and the 'Selkirk Grace', the haggis was piped in. Tony Auld , 
formerly of Glasgow, made the address in his usual fine form. President 's greetings were 
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given by Don Watterston, our newly elected president. Gerald Morrison, formerly of 
Edinburgh, gave the toast to the Bard with the 'Immortal Memory'. He highlighted Burns 
the writer of love poems, the satirist, the lover of animals, the rebel, and of course the 
writer of songs. After the toasts to 'The Lasses', and the reply, Elizabeth McCarthy, of 
Ayr, sang 'My Love is Like a Red Red Rose'. The remainder of the evening was devoted 
to a presentation by the Kansas City St. Andrew Pipe Band, our highland dancers, and 
our country dancers. Then it was on to music and dancin' as only Burns would appreciate. 
A good time was had by all. 

Kansas City St. Andrew has formed a Burns study group under the leadership of 
Gerald Morrison. The name of the group is Chapman Billies. Critical discussions will 
centre on Burns poetry and song. 

GERALD B. MORRISON 

1040. 'Scots Wha Hae' Burns Club. The inaugural Burns' Supper of the 'Scots Wha 
Hae' Burns Club was held in the lounge of the Masonic Hall, Cowdenbeath on Friday 
15th February when President Robert Campbell welcomed a company of 62. The Haggis 
was piped in by the Club Piper Robert Mercer with Mrs Alice Miller as Poosie Nancy and 
was addressed by Secretary Malcolm Main. Grace was said by Treasurer Robert Scott, 
after which the company sat down to an excellent meal of traditional fare provided by 
Messrs Ironside Caterers. The principal speaker was Mr William Livingstone who 
delivered the 'Immortal Memory' in a most eloquent and often humorous manner. An 
amusing toast to 'The Lasses' given by Mr William Gray was answered in an equally witty 
manner by Mrs Fay Campbell. Throughout the evening, songs rendered by Mr Norman 
MacDonald, Mr James Campbell and Mrs Cathie Hawthorn delighted the audience as did 
the recitations of 'Holy Willie's Prayer' by Vice-President William Miller and 'Tam O' 
Shanter' by Mr Thomas Graham. Musical interludes of Scottish airs by accordionist 
Michael Paton Jr and a recital by piper Robert Mercer maintained the high standard of 
entertainment. In the toast 'The Principal Speaker', given by Mr Malcolm Main in a most 
light hearted manner, reference was made to Bill Livingstone's record as a schoolboy 
international footballer and in the 'Vote of Thanks' Mr William Miller expressed the 
appreciation of all present to everyone who had assisted in making the evening a success. 
Mr Charles Kennedy, Secretary of Bowhill People's Burns Club was invited to address 
the company and he conveyed the best wishes of all Burns enthusiasts for the continued 
success of the new 'Scots Wha Hae' Burns Club. In his closing remarks, President Robert 
Campbell expressed his delight that the first Bum's Supper organised by the Club had 
been such a resounding success after which the accompan·ist for the evening Mr James 
MacGregor closed the evening by leading the company in 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

MALCOLM MAIN 

1041. Nanaimo Burns Club. On 25th January 1985 the Nanaimo Burns Club held its 
first Annual Burns Supper at the Nanaimo Golf and Country Club, where 120 members 
and friends enjoyed an excellent Bill of Fare, accompanied by top quality entertainment. 
The Haggis was piped in by Bill Poppy-Bearer Bob Ogston-'Address to the Haggis' 
was given by Bob McWhirter-'Selkirk Grace' by Sandy Mackintosh. After an excellent 
meal was enjoyed the guests relaxed to an elegant address the 'Immortal Memory' by 
President Alex Mathie who takes a great pride in promoting Burns works.-'Tam O' 
Shanter' was given by Alex McDonald-toast to 'The Lasses' given by Joe Duncan was 
well received as was the reply by Anne Wilson. Further entertainment of songs, 
culminating in a 'Strip The Willow' led by the President Alex Mathie. The whole evening 
was under the control of our Master of Ceremony Harry Mowatt who never missed an 
opportunity to extol the virtues of the 'Burns Chronicle' also the upcoming Burns 
Federation Centenary Conference. 
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Monthly meetings are held from October to May. We have instituted a programme 
whereby each member gives a talk on his knowledge of Burns limited to 15 minutes. 

It would be interesting to know whether or not any noteworthy Scots (Burns inclined) 
known to the Federation are likely to visit Vancouver Island during the year whereby our 
Club could avai l itself of such person at a meeting always with Burns in mind. 

I plan to visit Scotland in September 1985 and take in the Burns Federation Centenary 
Conference, London. 

ALEXANDER G. MACKINTOSH 

Haggis-bearer Bob Ogston at Nanaimo's annual supper. 

1045. The Heather and Thistle Society. The Heather and Thistle Society and Houston 
Highlanders Pipe Band held Houston's 32nd Annual Burns Supper on l 9th January at the 
Marriot Hotel attended by over 600 members and guests. Chieftain Arthur Marshall in 
his welcoming address , introduced Guests of Honour Mr Richard Tallboys, H.M. Consul 
General, and his wife Margaret. He also recognised a number of special guests including 
15 past Chieftains of the Society. Pipe Major Emeritus Alastair Campbell piped in the 
haggis guarded by two stalwart claymore bearers. Eddie Clark gave 'The Address to a 
Haggis ' . The Chieftain pronounced 'Tis fit tae eat ', 'Selkirk Grace ' was said and supper 
served. Music for dining was provided by the Riverside Band and towards the end of the 
meal Arthur Gordon-Mason aroused nostalgic memories with a selection of Scottish 
ballads with many in the audience joining in. Loyal toasts to the President of the United 
States and Her Majesty The Queen were proposed . Past Chieftain Jack Hume gave the 
'Immortal Memory ' on the theme 'Why Robert Burns? ' laced with a mixture of humour. 
insight and quotations which delighted his audience. Arthur Gordon-Mason found that 
he had a chorus 600 strong as he sang 'The Star of Rabbie Burns' . There followed 
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for n' tlint, 1111 ' a' t/J11t1 

It's co111i11 ' 11et for n' that, 
f11t1t 111a11 io 1111111 the world o'er 
Sita/I brithers /Jc for a' that. 

Robert Burns
the romantic 
years 

Follow the Burns Heritage Trail into the Ayrshire Valleys and discover the 
countryside Burns knew as a farmer and poet. In Mauchline, where he 
spent most of his adult life, you can visit the house in Castle Street in 
_which he lived with Jean Armour. Poosie Nansie's is still a public house 
today, and there you'll receive as warm a welcome as the poet did 200 
years ago. Nearby in the grave yard of Mauchline Kirk, four of Burns' 
children are buried, as are many of his closest friends, such as Gavin 
Hamilton. Mossgiel Farm, still working today, can be seen from the 
National Burns Memorial, on the outskirts of the town. The town of 
Kilmarnock too played an important part in Burns' life. The famous 
Kilmarnock Edition was published in 1786 in a print shop now gone, but 
marked by a plaque in the town's modern Burns shopping mall. Many of 
Kilmarnock's citizens played their part in encouraging the ploughman poet, 
and the Burns Monument in the Kay Park is perhaps the most tangible 
tribute to Robert Burns. It is without argument that the Ayrshire Valleys 
played a major part in forging Robert Burns the poet and the man. Why 
not pay us a visit and see for yourself? 

Ayrshire Valleys Tourist Board 
62 Bank Street · 
Kilmarnock KA 1 1 ER 
Tel: (0563) 39090 



Chieftain Arthur Marshall (centre) with past Chieftains Don Whitefield, Daniel Smith, Gordon 
White, Jack Hume, Arthur Down and Micky Carmichael at Houston's 32nd annual Burns 
Supper. 

Photo: David Lee Bayliss 

alternate sessions of ballroom dancing to the Riverside Band and Scottish entertainment 

by the Houston Highlanders , 26 pipers and drummers led by Pipe-major Phil Young, 

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society (Houston and District Branch) and the Heather 

and Thistle Highland Dancers. The evening concluded at 1.00 am with everyone joining 

hands to sing' Auld Lang Syne' . 
The Society's calendar for the past year included the Installation and Past Chieftains 

Dance in March, the Tartan Ball in May , Father's Day Picnic in June and a Hallowe 'en 

Ceilidh in October. Attendance at the monthly meetings increased during the year. At 

the January meeting , for the traditional Burns programme , Tom Murphy took for his 

subject 'Burns and the American Revolution ' : he sang or narrated Burns songs or poems 

on the theme and explained their historical background. 
EDDI E CLARK 
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Land O' Burns 
Centre Alloway 

This Visitor and Tourist Centre is located in the 
heart of Burns Country, opposite 'The Auld 
Haunted Kirk' where Tam o' Shanter roared on 
the cantrips of Cutty Sark, and five minutes walk 
from the Brig o' Doan where poor Maggie lost 
her tail. 

With such distinguished neighbours our Centre 
has to be something special, and it is. The Audio 
Visual Theatre with multi-screen projection offers 
an insight into the man Burns, with a scenic tour of the Burns Country. 
This new programme makes an excellent starting point for visits to the 
Burns Heritage Trail Sites. 
There is a s·ouvenir shop offering the discerning visitor the best of 

Scottish craft, including exquisite jewellery, glass and pottery, leather 
and woollen goods and well stocked bookshelves. 

Set in beautiful landscaped gardens, there are ample car and coach 
car parks, with attractive picnic areas. 

Our staff will make you very welcome and treat you with a courtesy 
which will please you and they will thank you for calling, because they 
believe that the most important people at the Centre are you, our 
visitors. May we look forward to meeting you. 

THE CENTRE is OPEN 7 days a week all year round. 
HOURS: Oct-May 10 am-5 pm (7 days) 

June & Sept. 10 am-6 pm (7 days) 
July & August 10 am-9 pm Mon-Frid 

10 am-6 pm Sat & Sun 

Enquiries to the Manager: 
Mr. Tom Raffel at Alloway 43700 

Props: Kyle & Carrick District Council 



1046. Craighead Drouthie Cronies Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in the 
Craighead Inn on Friday lst February 1985. The Chairman welcomed the Cronies and 
guests which set the scene for a 'Guid Nicht'. The 'Immortal Memory' was delivered by 
Mr W. Dunlop from West Kilbride who gave us an insight to various aspects of the life of 
the Bard. Mr Dunlop also held us spellbound with his rendering of 'Holy Willie's Prayer' 
and 'Tam O' Shanter'. Songs were rendered by Mr J. Smith aptly accompanied by Mr I. 
Morrison. The pipers selection was well received by the Cronies played by Neil Hall. The 
vote of thanks was ably carried out in verse by Mr Bob McCrorie as the evening came to a 
close. 

WILLIAM HALL 

1047. Caledonian Society of Colchester and District. The Annual Supper was on 22nd 
January 1985 at the Embassy Suite, Colchester. 185 members and guests. It was a very 
good evening and enjoyed by all finishing at midlight. 

The AGM in April is followed by a social evening then in the past year we have held 
the following events two theatre outings (Colchester and Ipswich) on 4th October and 
28th February. White Heather Show-Andy Stewart-Spa Pavilion Felixstowe 25th 
January. Breath of Scotland-Ronnie Cockburn-Leiston Suffolk 27th October. Garden 
Party/Strawberry Tea at Park Farm Elmstead 15th July. St. Andrews Night-Wine and 
Cheese Party with a general knowledge Quiz. All functions quite well attended. 

R. K.GANNER 

1048. Hong Kong St. Andrew's Society. The Society held their 1985 Burns' Supper in 
the Hong Kong Hilton on Friday, 25th January. Over 600 members and their guests 
attended. Mr Bruce Walker proposed the 'Immortal Memory', Mr. Douglas Young the 
toast to 'The Lasses' and Mr Alistair Bryce replied on behalf of Lasses. The Chieftain of 
the Society Dr John Park proposed the toast to the guests and Mr Vic Ladd replied. The 
evening was rounded off by a performance by well known Scottish comedian Mr Andy 
Cameron who had flown from Scotland for the occasion. 

S. C. SLOAN 

1052. Koeberg Scottish Activities Section. Koeberg Power Station lies 20 miles north 
of the beautiful city of Cape Town. Many Scots families live close by the station in an 
attractive village well provided with recreational facilities. Our 4th Burns Supper held on 
the appropriate date of 25th January was a sell-out within two hours of tickets becoming 
available six weeks before the event. This happy situation relieved the Treasurer of last 
minute financial heartaches. Vice-Chairman Bill Gray welcomed the 140 guests with an 
initial dram and started the evening's proceedings with the 'Selkirk Grace'. As usual, the 
Haggis was piped in by Peter Wakefield to be addressed by Isabel Ormandy, a lass 
well-kent in local amateur dramatics. The audience were spell-bound with her 
performance as, despite being 81/2 months pregnant, she swung the dirk in all directions. 
Peter Robertson proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and helped educate those who were 
not so familiar with the Bard's early life. The toast 'The Lasses' by Bob Ritchie, Chief of 
the Cape Town Caledonian Society was amusingly replied to by Sheila Wilson. Prior to 
the rounding off of the formal part of the programme with all the menfolk singing the 
'Star of Rabbie Burns', recitations were ably given by our chairman, Brian FitzPatrick 
(To a Louse) and Don MacKenzie (To a Toothache)." The second half of the evening was 
devoted to 21/2 hours of Scottish entertainment with the accent on singing and dancing. 
To the local observer, the awesome sight of 100 tartan clad Scots in a large circle giving 
their all to 'Flower of Scotland' must have reminded him of local tribal customs. At the 
end of the evening, the Committee were praised for the 'best-ever' night and realised that 
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Welcome to our World • 

Breathtaking style and a unique 
warmth of welcome combine to 
make any stay really special. 

Spectacular lagoon-side suites 
open up to reveal a lost continent 
of stunning tropical beauty, palm 
festooned pathways and a myriad 
of plants and rocks . Where an 
exotic menu is offered throughout 
the day. 

Our rooms have been 
thoughtfully designed and fully 
equipped for your comfort-in 
short, the ultimate in luxury. 

The exquisitely styled a la carte 
restaurant offers a harmony of 
delight in wines and food, 
skilfully prepared in one of the 
most up-to-date and widely 
acclaimed kitchens in Scotland. 

Special group rates negotiable . 

. \ \, )ljfJ[ 

( h.i!'k ~ [L' 
I i1~cb 
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\~ 

Roseholm, Annick Water , Irvine KAll 4LD , Tel: 74272 
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their six months of preparation had borne fruit with a slick, well-organised evenings 
performance. 

A Scottish country dancing section under the able coaching of Terry and Marty 
Partridge meet weekly for 10 months in the year. Current weekly attendance averages our 
at just over twenty. I'n the four years of its existence, some 50 different dances have been 
taught. 

BRIAN FITZPATRICK 

The Burns Federation-Yorkshire District. The District is formed from most of 
Yorkshire and Humberside Burns, Caledonian and St. Andrew's Societies, and the 
Committee has a representative covering North, South, East and West, thereby gaining 
penetration to these parts with the minimum of effort and expense. 

The principal activity is the President's Dinner and Dance held early in the year, to 
which the Federation President has made an annual pilgrimage usually his first visit of his 
Presidency. The annual Quiz has now becme a feature of the Scots calendar in Yorkshire 
with four preliminary rounds giving way to a semi final and final at the AGM. It has been 
customary for the quiz to run at a small profit, thereby enabling the district to fund the 
Quiz and any other activities. The AGM, far from the usual business meeting, is 
preceeded by the Annual Bowls Match, now run on a league basis with more games and 
competition than previously, and a 'shindig' after the formal meeting. 

The aim of the District is to promote things Scots, keeping the Bard's name to the fore, 
and giving help and assistance to Societies who may require it. The members of the 
District are also active in the Scots County Ball, now an annual success, and a register of 
speakers and entertainers is being compiled. Further information may be had from the 
Secretary. 

R.O.AITKEN 

219 



220 

THE BURNS FEDERATION 
Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock KAl 3BU 
Associate Membership 
Ladies or Gentlemen, whether or not they are members of a federated Club or society, may 
become Associate Members of the Burns Federation by applying in writing to the Hon. 
Secretary. The subscription is £10 per annum. Associate Members are entitled to a free copy of 
the Burns Chronicle, a copy of the minutes of the Executive Committee and to attend the 
Annual Council of the Federation. 
Publications, etc. available from Headquarters: 

Burns Chronicle (1985) 

Burns Federation Song Book 
The Life of Robert Burns (for children) 
A Scots Handsel 
Bairnsangs 
Robert Burns, the Man and his work (Hans Hecht) 
Robert Burns and Edinburgh 
Robert Burns (edited facsimile of 2-volurne 

work published by G. Virtue London) 
The Burns Encyclopedia (Maurice Lindsay) 
Poems and Songs of Robert Burns (James Barke) 

Poems-Robert Burns (Beattie & Meikle) 
Twenty Favourite Songs and Poems of Robert Burns (Gourdie) 
Scots Words from Burns 
Johnnie Walker's 'Burns Supper Companion' (Hugh Douglas) 
The Dwelling House of James Shearer-

Tam o'Shanter Inn (Joseph D. Shearer) 
Diplomas (club membership cards) 
Burns Federation Centenary Badges 
Burns Federation Centenary Address Books 
My Hearts in the Highlands (Alexander and Elizabeth Fraser) 
Robert Burns' Scotland 
Scottish Folk Tales and Legends (B. K. Wilson) 
The Grey Man (S. R. Crockett) 
Old Scots Proverbs 
Highland Tours (James Hogg) 

~fit~ ~[o~!~~~~a~~~~le and Bannockburn (Rennie McOwan) 

The Talking Scots Quiz Book 
That's Scotland (Recipes, traditions, songs. proverbs) 
Ghosts Spirits and Spectres of Scotland 
Fro~ Ayrshire's Story 
Recipes from Scotland (F. Marian McNeill) 
John Mackay's Colour· In Book of Scotland 
Burns Check Ties 
Burns Check Bow Ties 
Gathered Threads (Sam Hay) 

Greetings Cards-Bums at the Plough 
'Wha's Like Us' Greetings Cards 

Tea Towels 
Tea Towels with hanging clips 
Tote Bags 

Burns and Bible (G. H. Paton) 
Burns Federation 1885-1985 (Centenary Book) 

'200 Club' 

paper bound 
clothbound 

-paperback 

£3.00 
£3.50 
£1.95 
£1.20 
£2.25 
£1.45 
£6.50 
£1.00 

£3.95 
£10.95 

£4.95 
£2.95 
£1.95 
£1.50 
£1.50 
£4.85 

£1.25 
15p 

£1.00 
SOp 

£1.30 
£1.30 
£1.95 
£3.95 
£1.50 
2.50 

-Members price £1.50 
£1.95 

95p 
£1.95 
£1.50 
£1.95 
£1.95 
£1.95 
£1.50 
£3.50 
£3.00 
£2.60 

-Member's price l.99 
50p (each) 

50p 
£2.40 
£2.99 
£3.50 
£4.95 
£7.50 

-Members price £5.00 

The. B.urns Federation 200 Club is open to members of affiliated Burns Clubs and Scottish 
Soc1et1es. and to Associate Members of the Burns Federation. The Charge for membership is £10 
to ?e paid between lst May and 30th June annually. There are ten consecutive draws each of 
whtch pays out £30, £20 and £10. In addition £125 will be paid out four times per annum when 
all 200 i_nemberships are taken up. Proceeds of the 200 Club go to assist the work of the Burns 
Federation. 
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LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April, 1985) 

Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 56 Mrs. Peggy Alasdair M. Gordon, 3 
Thomson Portland Road, 

Kilmarnock KAl 2AN 
1 The Bums Club of 1868 1885 175 John Steam James Mason, 83 

London Dorchester Way, Kenton, 
Harrow HA3 9RD 

2 Alexandria Burns Club 1884 1885 150 James Gallacher Brian G. Benson, 
'Edelston', Smollett Street, 
Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire G83 ODS 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 1885 1963 80 James Irvine Mrs. R. Irvine, 25 
Queensway, Earlston, 
Berwickshire TD4 6LU 

7 Thistle Bums Club 1882 1885 50 James McAulay T. Murtagh, 132 Calder 
Street, Glasgow G42 7QP 

9 Royalty Bums Club 1882 1886 279 George E. Davidson W. A. McLagan, 42 
Cunningham Drive, 
Giffnock, Glasgow G46 
6ER 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club 1859 1886 134 Peter F. James L. Hempstead, I 
McLaughlin Veir Terrace, 

Dumbarton G82 4AZ 
11 Chesterfield and 1886 1886 116 A. M. Spence Mrs. A. Steel, 

District Cal. Assoc. 156, High Street, 
Old Whittington 
Chesterfield 

13 St. Andrews Burns 1869 1981 90 David Reed, 5 Cairnhill 
Club Gardens, St. Andrews, 

Fife 
14 Dundee Bums Club 1860 1886 35 Edward Bonnar J.M. Clarke, 362 Broughty 

Ferry Road, 
Dundee DDl 3NN 

15 Belfast Bums Assoc. 1886 1886 40 James Marsh Mrs. Margaret A. Stokes, 
33 North Road, Carrick 
Fergus, Co. Antrim BT38 
8LP 

17 Nottingham Scottish 1871 1886 300 J.B. More Miss R. Smith, 14 
Association Harrington Drive, Lenton, 

Nottingham 
20 Airdrie Bums Club 1884 1886 159 Ian Reid MA., BA., Matthew Hood, 125 

Cromarty Road, Airdrie 
21 Greenock Bums Club 1801 1886 129 George Couper Mrs. Jane McGilp, 54 

Fox Street, Greenock, 
Renfrewshire PA16 8QS 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 1848 1886 

26 Perth Bums Ciub 1873 1977 85 Alexander Lamb Donald N. M. Paton, 75 
Needless Road, Perth PH2 
OLD 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit to the 
Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building the starting 
point of 'Tam's' immortal ride to Alloway Kirk is now 
open to the public as a Museum, containing many interest
ing exhibits connected with Robert Burns and his epic story 

of 'Tam O' Shanter'. 

Open daily (except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults 35p School Children 20p 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 1872 1886 33 Adam Dalgleish David Watson, C.A., 147 
Bath Street, Glasgow G2 
4SN 

3 5 Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns 1825 1887 90 William Hamilton W. D. Walker, 10 
Club Braehead, Dairy, Ayrshire 

KA245EX 
36 Rosebery Burns Club 1885 1887 20 James P. Simpson Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 

'Crichope,' 49 St. Kenneth 
Drive, Glasgow G514QF 

37 Dollar Burns Club 1887 1887 100 Kenneth Crozier Alex. B. Mciver, 
Harviestoun Lodge, Dollar 
FK147PY 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club 1872 1889 56 James Smith Mrs. Irene Fraser, 4 
Ramsay Cres., Garthdee, 
Aberdeen ABI 7BN 

42 Strathearn Burns Club 1889 1950 47 Mrs. Mina Mrs. Cora Morgan, I Boyd 
Robertson Avenue, Crieff, Perthshire 

45 Cumnock Burns Club 1887 1891 120 Sheriff David Robin D. Hunter, I The 
B. Smith Square, Cumnock, 

Ayrshire KA18 IBQ 
48 Paisley Burns Club 1805 1891 36 Robert Wilson R. Y. Corbett, 36 

Riccartsbar Avenue, 
Paisley P A2 6BG 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club 1870 1891 710 R. McDonald G. Moore, Hamilton 
Burns and Moore, 111 
Union St, Glasgow G I 3T A 

50 Stirling Burns Club 1886 1892 100 J. Lockhart Henry Robb. LL.B., 3 Pitt 
Whiteford Terrace, Stirling 

55 Derby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 388 Albert E. R. Mrs. K. Dick, 8 Greenside 
and Burns Club Marshall Court, Mickleover, 

Derby DE3 5RG 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 1893 1893 116 Arthur Boyle Robert Smith, 105 Kirn 

Burns Club Drive, Gourock PA19 IEG 
62 Cupar Burns Club 1884 1893 260 James Orr, 38 St. Michaels 

Drive, Cu par, Fife 
68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 1893 1894 350 James Whyte Alexander W. Wilkie 

Burns Club BL. FRICS, 30 Woodlands 
Road Thornliebank, G46 
7SX 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, 1861 1894 257 David Mcintosh Henry J. Horrell, MBE, 96 
inc. Cavell Street, Tainui, 

Dunedin, New Zealand 
72 Partick Burns Club 1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae Graham Davidson, 33 

Kingsborough Gardens, 
Glasgow Gl2 9NH 

74 Nat. Burns Memorial 1888 1895 46 Sir Claude Hagart Alastair J. Campbell, c/o 
and Cottage Homes, Alexander of Mitchells, Roberton, 
Mauchline Ballochmyle, Bt. 53 Bothwell Street, 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
82 Arbroath Burns Club 1888 1896 129 Ian Berrie Hugh Wilson, Clydesdale 

Bank, 117 High Street, 
Arbroath, Angus 
DDll IDP 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 

Robert Burns. '-Glasgow Herald. 

The National 
Cottage Homes, 

Burns Memorial and 
Mauchline, Ayrshire 

Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Robert Burns 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauch line, in the heart of 

the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, carefully selected 

from all quarters. Many of the Cottagers left tied houses on retirement 

with nowhere else to stay. 

There are no irksome restrictions . They have their own key, their own 

furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, and have their own 

friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers to 

continue the enjoyment of the qu iet comfort of their 'ain fireside' in idea l 

surroundings. 
The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and added 

to , and for this purpose. 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to :-

A. J. Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

85 Dunfermline United 1812 1896 110 The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, 'The Haining', 
Burns Club Earl of Elgin and Ferryhills, North 

Kincardine, Queensferry 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 

89 Sunderland Burns Club 1897 1897 55 Mrs. W. Black Mrs. M. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland SR6 8AZ 

95 Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 115 Mrs. T. G. Dunlop Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 
Gorses Mount, Darcy 
Lever, Bolton, Lanes BL2 
lPQ 

96 Jedburgh 1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace John Gibson, 35 Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. TD8 
6JY 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 1889 1899 135 Donald Urquhart D. C. Smith, 22 
Club Cargenbridge Ave., 

Dumfries DG2 8LP 
116 Greenloaning Burns 1889 1900 66 Peter I. Mcintosh, Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 

Club J.P. Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 
120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 1820 1900 150 James Brown Mrs. M. Morton, 640 

Southmead Road, Fitton, 
Bristol, BS12 7RE 

124 The Ninety Burns Club 1890 1902 32 E. B. K. Murray J.C. McVittie, W.S., 4 
North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh EH2 4HT 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 1866 1902 75 George Barclay Malcolm McRae, The 
Studio, Burnfoot Lane, 
Falkirk 

133 Newarthill Burns Club 1903 1904 18 William Burns Thomas Boslem, 82 
Mosshall St., Newarthill, 
Motherwell 

149 Elgin Burns Club 1901 1905 150 David C. Wm. D. G. Chalmers, 
Mackessack-Leitch Royal Bank Bdgs., Elgin, 

Moray IV30 !DY 
152 The Hamilton Burns 1877 1906 217 George Ferguson Dr. S. I. Parker, 25 

Club Burnside Place, Larkhall, 
Strathclyde ML9 2EQ 

158 Darlington Burns 1906 1906 48 J. L. C. Corry T. W. Chater, 26 Langdale 
Assoc. Road, Darlington DLl 4BP 

Co. Durham 
167 Birmingham and 1888 1924 225 A. R. Woodman A. K. Scott, 12 

Midland Scottish Endsleigh Grove, Hall 
Society Green, Birmingham B28 

8NU 
169 Glasgow and District 1907 1908 15 A. McArthur Scott I. Galt, 157 Hyndland 

Burns Association Clubs Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 
173 Irvine Burns Club 1826 1908 450 John C. Lovie William Cowan, 

'Norwood', 75 Bank Street, 
Irvine KA12 OLL 

179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 1909 1909 10 Dr. Gordon John Dorward, 17 Linfern 
Club Robertson Rd., Dailly KA26 9SW 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 1908 1909 128 Robert. S. Alexander E. Hogg, 
Anderson 'Redcroft', 7 Glenfield 

Road East, Galashiels, 
TD! 2AW 
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TOURIST BOARD 

AYRSHIRE AND BURNS COUNTRY 

GOLF 

SWIMMING 

FISHING 

for 

15, including 3 Championship courses 

With a choice of 4 indoor heated pools or miles of 

safe sandy beaches 

Sea, river or loch 

BOWLING On first class greens 

HORSE RACING At Scotland's Premier Racecourse 

CASTLES-GARDENS-THEATRE-CINEMA 
AND SO MUCH MORE! 

The scenic splendour of the area is unequalled anywhere in 

the world. Whatever time of year you choose to visit, you can 

be sure of something happening, whether it be one of the 

Festival Weeks, or one of the major events which are held in 

the area throughout the year. For further information and full 

colour brochures contact: 

AYRSHIRE AND BURNS COUNTRY TOURIST BOARD 
39 SANDGATE 

AYR 
TEL(0292)284196 

(24-hour answering service) 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
192 Ayrshire Association of 1908 1910 28 Harry Bull Mrs. Enez Logan, 6 Hugh 

Burns Clubs Clubs Watt Place, Kilmaurs, 

197 Winnipeg Burns Club 1907 1911 64 
Ayrshire, KA3 2PZ 

Ishbel M. Turnbull James J. Turnbull, Sr., 258 
Southall Drive, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R2V 
1V3 

198 Gorebridge Burns Club 1906 1911 270 Archd. Lochrie A. Law,41 
Newhunterfield, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 
EH234BD 

199 Newbattle and District 1910 1911 60 J. Telford David Smith, 77 Sixth 
Burns Club Street, Newtongrange, 

Midlothian 
212 Portobello Burns Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 

J.P. 'Quardene,' 8 Bryce Ave., 
Edinburgh EH7 6TX 

217 Eskdale Burns Club 1886 1913 100 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. Sheena Elliot, 5 
Academy Place, Langholm, 
Dumfriesshire DG13 OBA 

220 Burns Club of St. 1905 1913 40 Dr. Earl P. Holt Robert E. Burns, 619 West 
Louis Jr. Polo Drive, St. Louis, Mo. 

63105, U.S.A. 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 1820 1913 99 Donald C. Mccuaig John A. C. McFadden, 37 

George Street, Dumfries 
DGl IEA 

236 Whitehaven Burns Club 1914 1914 54 Maurice Pringle George Young, Colington, 
Egremont Road 
Hensingham, Whitehaven, 

237 Uddingston Masonic 1914 1914 
Cumbria CA28 8NQ 

18 Alexander L. J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Burns Club Hamilton Uddingston, Glasgow G71 

7JU 
238 Burns Club of Atlanta 1896 1914 100 Will Wallace Alexander J. Murray, 

2499 Smith Avenue, 
Marietta, Georgia 30064 
USA 

239 Hawick Burns Club 1878 1914 970 Alex Martin Ronald Purves, Hawick 
Burns Club, Albert Bridge, 
Hawick, Roxburghshire 

242 Montrose Burns Club 1908 1915 120 I. Grove-White A. L. Macfarlane, 
'Westlands', RedfieldCres., 
Montrose, Angus 

252 Alloway Burns Club 1908 1918 106 Hugh Farrell . James Glass, M.A., 31 
Glenconner Road, Ayr 
KA73HF 

263 Glasgow Masonic 1919 1919 173 William Shannon Frank McAdam, 34g 
Burns Club Glenacre Road, North 

Carbrain, Cumbernauld 
G672PA 

274 Troon Burns Club 1920 1920 85 Peter Howie James Adam, C.A., 
318/319 Bridgegate House, 
Irvine KA12 8DG 
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Helping 
to build an 
even better 
Scotland 

A MEMBER OF THE LILLEY GROUP 

Melville, Dundas & Whitson have been 
involved in a major way in the construction 
and renovation of many important buildings 

throughout Scotland. 

Melville, Dundas & Whitson Ltd. 
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
21 Blythswood Square, Glasgow G2 ..JA T. 

Tel. O..Jl-248 2681. Telex 779707 
and 32 .-\lbany Street, Edinburgh EHi 3QH. 

1e1. 031-557 1375 

j 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 
275 Ayr Burns Club 1886 1920 105 A. MacPherson Mrs. M. McKellar, 125 

Hillfoot Road, Ayr 
KA7 3LD 

284 Philadelphia North- 1896 1921 15 Douglas Mackay Rev. John H. Leitch, 
eastern Burns Club S.T.D., 775 Copeland 

School Road, West 
Chester, Pennsylvania 
19380, U.S.A. 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 1921 1921 40 David Robertson Robert Henderson, 17 /2 
Poosie Nansie Burns Klondyke Street, 
Club Newcraighall, Musselburgh 

296 Walsall and Dist. 1900 1922 50 Peter F. Smithson J. M. McMillan, 192 Aliens 
Scottish Society Lane, Pelsall, Walsall, 

W. Midlands WS3 4JP 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's 1849 1922 200 Allen Houston Angus McKay, 2315 

and Caledonian Soc. Blanshard St., Victoria, 
B.C., Canada B8T 4J4 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 1914 1922 80 Mrs. C. N. Hunter Mrs. C. J. Mejka, 7 
Association Cobden Cres., Edinburgh 

EH92BG 
310 Mauchline Burns Club 1923 1923 60 James Wyllie D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East 

Park Ave., Mauchline KA5 
5BS 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 1920 1923 42 Alex. Bruce Mrs. W. P. Cowan, 25 
Edinburgh Alderbank Terrace, 

Edinburgh EHi i !TA 
323 Kirkcudbright Burns 1918 1924 95 David Houston Adam Gray, lngleston, 

Club Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire 
DG64UA 

329 Newark and District 1923 1924 125 .Mrs. G. M. Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, 
Cal. Soc. Mcintyre 27 Macauley Drive, 

Balderton, Nr Newark, 
Notts. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 1826 1925 236 John Elliot J .M.M. Smith, 13 Broad 
St. Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire AB4 6JA 

340 Balerno Burns Club 1881 1965 80 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 15 
Deanpark Grove, Balerno, 
Edinburgh EH14 7EA 

341 Leith Burns Club 1826 1925 Gerald T. Farmer, C.A., 
A.C.I.S., 34 Cramond 
Park, Cramond, Edinburgh 
EH46PR 

348 Newton Jean Armour 1924 1925 47 Mrs. J. Hughes Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland 
Burns Club Cres., Cambuslang, 

Glasgow G72 8RB 
349 The Howff Burns Club 1925 1925 25 Sam Hannah Mrs. Sarah Logan, 123 

Hurlford Road, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock 

350 Markinch Burns Club 1899 1925 140 Jack Bissett Mrs. Isobel McLeod, 18 
Mey Green, Stenton, 
Glenrothes, Fife 
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No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
356 Burnbank and Dist. 1826 1926 20 Mrs. Janette Lees George Johnston, 48 May 

Masonic Burns Club Gardens, Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire 

360 Lochee Burns Club 1926 1926 500 Edwin Urquhart Thomas Young, 4 Wiston 
Pl., Dundee DD2 3JR 

363 Barrow St. Andrew's 187S 1926 50 William Eccles Geoffrey C. Hewitt, 6 West 
Society Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness 

LA13 9AX 
365 Catrine Burns Club 1925 1926 26 George Fisher Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird 

Ave., Auchinleck, Ayrshire 
KAIS2JS 

366 Liverpool Burns Club 1924 1926 94 Tom Ellis Mrs. H. Birkhead, 27 
Weaver Court, Gateacre, 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 1963 1964 100 
Liverpool L25 5PP 

Duncan Rigg Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Ploughlands Road, 
Dundonald, Ayrshire KA2 
9BY 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 1906 1927 81 Ronald G. Thomson Tom Smith, 17 Eastern 
Burns Club Cres., Garden City, 

Kilbirnie 
378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns 1925 1927 24 Mrs. C. J. Mejka Gordon Inness, W.S., 

Clubs Association Clubs LLB. 6 South Park, Trinity, 
Edinburgh EH6 4SN 

3S7 Cambuslang Mary 1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 
Campbell Burns Club Trossachs Road, Cathkin, 

Rutherglen 
392 Whifflet Burns Club 1920 192S 50 Hugh C. Johnston John A. W. Kirk, S Lugar 

Street, Coatbridge, 
Lanarkshire ML5 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 1928 192S 100 Mrs. M. Crossley Mrs. Sally Knight, 17 
Club Greenlea Road, Annan, 

Dumfriesshire DGl2 5LB 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 1876 192S 35 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 'Restalrig,' 5 

Burns Club, Dumfries Greystone Avenue, 
Dumfries DGI !PE 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 221 Alexander Forbes W. J. Smith, Royal Bank 
of Scotland, 62 Broad St, 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield IS22 1929 356 
Fraserburgh AB4 5AS 

Mrs. Margaret D. R. A. Coghill, 37 Norton 
Bowie Park View, Sheffield SS 

SGS 
417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 1924 1929 75 G. Paton Mrs. I. Smith, 9 Mount 

Society Road, Burnley, Lanes. 
BBll 2LA 

426 Sauchie Burns Club 1929 1929 100 Thomas C. Jackson William Aitken, 8S 
Gartmorn Rd., Sauchie, by 
Alloa Clackmannanshire 
FK103NX 

430 Gourock Burns Club ISS7 1929 ll5 Neil Conway John Scott, IS Ashton 
Road, Gourock, 
Renfrewshire 
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THE BURNS HOUSE 
MUSEUM, MAUCHLINE 

This is YOUR museum, having been instituted in 1968 with 

funds donated by Burns Clubs and Societies throughout 

the world. 

The museum is open daily from Easter to 30th September, 

11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m., 

Sundays 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Or by arrangement. 

Your are now invited to ensure the future of the museum 

by becoming a 'FRIEND'. Send £1.00 now to the Secretary 

and Treasurer and your 'FRIEND' of the Burns House 

Museum ticket will be sent by return. This ticket will allow 

you unlimited access to the museum. 

D . I. Lyell , M.A. , 9 East Park Avenue , Mauchline. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars 1929 1930 130 Mrs. Margaret Wild, 

Ladies' Club 17 Mallard Drive, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 
Cumbria 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns 1930 1930 100 Mrs. S. Stein Mrs. E. Haining, 74 
Club Laghall Court, Kingholm 

Quay, Dumfries DGl 4SX 
439 Barnsley and District 1930 1930 47 Robert Murdoch L. Gibson, 147 Pogmoor 

Scottish Society Rd., Barnsley, S. Yorks 
S706PT 

444 Swansea and West 1921 1931 70 Neil McGregor R. N. Forbes, 5 Woodlands 
Wales Cal. Society Terrace, Swansea 

446 Herefordshire Burns 1910 1931 79 James Thomson D. J. James, 'Four Winds', 
Club 11 Lower Thorn, 

Bromyard, Herefordshire 
HR74AZ 

454 Rotherham and District 1924 1931 48 Mrs. Mirna Irvine Mrs. J. Jeavons, 36 
Scottish Association Brunswick Road, 

Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
2RH 

458 Stonehaven 1926 1932 70 Alfred Smith Mrs. Elizabeth Petrie, 23 
(Fatherland) Burns Slug Road, Stonehaven, 
Club Kincardineshire AB3 2EX 

461 Leicester Cal. Society 1877 1932 270 J. W. D. Baxter Mrs. J.M. Cutting, 
Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road 
West, Hinckley, Leics. 
LEIO IQB 

462 Cheltenham Scot. Soc. I929 1932 190 Bob Naysmith William Cowie, 16 Hillands 
Dr., Cheltenham, Glos. 
GL53 9EO 

469 Denny Cross Burns 1932 1932 45 David Blair W. Beveridge, 72 Little 
Club Denny Road, Denny, 

Stirlingshire FK6 5AT 
470 St. Giles' Burns Club 1924 1932 85 James Taylor George Peterkin, 24 

Pansport Road, Elgin, 
Moray IV30 !ID 

472 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 1929 1932 11 R. Macfarlan James A. Baird, 4 Binnie 
Burns Clubs Clubs St., Gourock, Renfrewshire 

492 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 1928 1934 310 Mrs. Sheila Dr. Ian White, 32 Daymer 
Society McGuinness Gardens, Pinner, 

Middlesex 
494 Motherwell United 1934 1934 100 ThomasN. Stevenson Naismith, 11 

Services Burns Club Paterson Boyd Drive, Motherwell 
Lanarkshire 

500 New Cumnock Burns 1923 1934 230 W. A. McHastie Wm. A. McHastie, 
Club 16 Greenbraes Drive, 

Ayrshire KAIS 4AB 
501 Galt Burns Club 1907 1935 77 Tom Milne Mrs. Greta Hanley, 448 

C.I.M, Waterloo St., S., 
Cambridge, Ontario, 
Canada N3H 1N9 

503 Dunblane Burns Club 1923 1935 20 James Glen William Faichney, Cross 
Cottage, Dunblane FK15 
OAQ 
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GLASGOW DISTRICT LIBRARIES 

THE MITCHELL LIBRARY 
Burns Collection 

lt 
~~ 

Housed in the Department of Language & Literature, 
this is probably the largest Burns collection in the 

world. It contains over 3,500 items including -

900 editions of the works; 
Translations into 26 languages; 

Full set of Burns Chronicle and indexes; 
Newspaper cuttings and index; 

Burns clubs reports and programmes; 
10 original manuscript letters and poems; 
Index of illustrations of poems and songs; 

sound recordings of poems and songs; 
All forms of printed Burnsiana. 

Telephone and postal enquiries undertaken. 

THE MITCHELL LIBRARY 
North Street, Glasgow 03 7DN. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 1935 1935 150 G. J. Richards A. Sinclair, c/o I.C.I. 

Burns Club Grangemouth Recreation 
Club, Earl's Road, 
Grangemouth, Stirlingshire 
FK3 8XG 

511 Perth (West Australia) 1935 1935 50 Mrs. Cath Loman Mrs. Helen Baillie, 8 
Burns Club Carnac Street, Fremantle, 

West Australia 6160 
516 Airts Burns Club, 1936 1959 50 William Cowan Walter M.Muir, 89 

Preston pans Gardiner Road, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian 
EH329QR 

523 Highland Soc. of New 1877 1936 150 Allan Mills Mrs. D. A. McKenzie, P.O. 
South Wales Box 1130, Parramatta 2150, 

NSW, Australia 
530 Southern Scottish 1937 1937 24 David Smith Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 

Counties Burns Clubs Lochside Rd., Lochside, 
Association Dumfries DG2 OEH 

534 Bedlington and District 1934 1937 50 Dr. John Brown James K. Stewart, 2 East 
Burns Club Riggs, Bedlington, 

Northumberland NE22 
5SH 

535 Plymouth and District 1927 1937 50 John Swan Mrs. E. Pay, 25 Waterloo 
Caledonian Society Street, Stoke, Plymouth 

PLI 5RP 
536 Whithorn and District 1937 1937 45 James Edgar, William Rae, B.L., 58 

Burns Club M.R.C.V.S. George Street, Whithorn, 
Newton Stewart DG8 SPA 

543 Abbey Craig Burns 1935 1938 IOI J. Gordon Robert G. Hynd, LL,B., 
Club Wemyss (N.P.), M.B.I.M., 2 

Victoria Place, Stirling 
FK82QX 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 256 Dr. John Hamilton Mrs. Jaqueline Johnstone, 
21 Calverley Drive, Leeds 
West Yorks LS13 3LN 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 82 William Robertson Tom Ferguson, Flat 3, 
Hilton Court, 98 Scalby 
Road, Scarborough 
Y0125QN 

553 Wolverhampton Dist. 1938 1983 100 G. S. Dunwoody Peter Sharples, 136 
Cal. Soc. Farrington Road, 

Wolverhampton WV4 6UL 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's 1921 1938 259 Mrs. Ruth L. Mrs. I. Fairs, 14 Park Ave, 

Society Aitken J.P. Harrogate, N. Yorks 
HG29BQ 

556 Caledonian Society of 1883 1938 45 Mrs. Pat Harrison J. K. Todd, 24 Stone Font 
Doncaster Grove, Bessacarr, 

Doncaster DN4 6UQ 
559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 200 Mrs. May Loynes Mrs. W. R. Laing, 354 

Society Middlemarch Road, 
Radford, Coventry, West 
Midlands CV6 3GR 
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• '' ... as 
ers 

ee 
us ... '' 

Many world renowned names have seen us as an ideal business 
and domestic community. 
Not lea8l of cour!le, wa8 Burn8 him8elf ... 
Today, more than ever, our roots are strong and firm in the tradition 

of promoting growth and nurturing prosperity. Famous companies and 

happy families continue that long-standing tradition . 

. . . the Bard would still feel just as at home today! 

Scope for Burns - Scope for you. 

Irvine Development Corporation, Perceton House, Irvine, Ayrshire KAii 2.AL. Tel: 0294 2.14100. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

561 London (Ontario) 1938 1939 140 John Scoular Mrs. Magdeline A. Erdos, 
Burns Club 2 Great Oak Court, 

London, Ontario, Canada 
N6H4K2 

562 Castle Douglas Burns 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald J. C. McLatchie, 43 Robb 
Club Place, Castle Douglas 

563 Norfolk Caledonian 1934 1977 400 Mrs. Lorna Mrs. V. M. Walker, 52A 
Society Sheridan Portersfield Road, 

Norwich, Norfolk NR2 
3JX 

566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 210 Stuart L. Miss May Dickie, Flat No. 
Club of Australia Henderson 8, 26 The Crescent, 

Manly, N.S.W. 2095, 
Australia 

571 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 33 Ron Gordon R. M. Allen, 32 Greer 
Club Cres., St. Albert, Alberta 

TSN ITS 
572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 90 T. S. Lea B. B. Hopper, Dunvegan 

House, 10 Chandos Close, 
Belgrave Park, Chester 
CH47BJ 

576 Fort Matilda Burns 1934 1940 48 DugaldS. G. Gay, 9 Binnie St, 
Club Robertson Gourock, Renfrewshire 

PAl9 
578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 Robert Scott Miss Ann Pickering, 95 

Burns Clubs Clubs Dyfrig Street, Dykehead, 
Shotts 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 154 J. Starrs Wm. Reid Jnr, Springfield, 
Bute Terrace, Millport, Isle 
of Cum brae KA28 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 70 ThomasL. Tom B. Myles, 7b Wallace 
Burns Club Birkmyre House, Berryhill Road, 

Cumbernauld, Glasgow 
G671LU 

585 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 130 John Watson J. A. Dargavel, 31 Garry 

Club Clarinda Burns St., Glasgow 
Circle 

589 Solway Burns Club 1921 1978 90 James Grant Frank Smith, 21 Plumdon 
Park Ave., Annan, 
Dumfriesshire 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 50 William Lindsay James L. Conn, 48 

Burns Club Houston Cres., Dairy 
KA244BJ 

606 Corby Stewarts & 1944 1945 30 J. Robb G. Garden, 6 Sturminster 
Lloyd's Burns Club Way, Corby, Northants. 

618 Altrincham and Sale 1945 1945 50 T. Marriot-Moore J. Mcfarlane, 9 Kipling 
Caledonian Society Close, Stockport, Cheshire 

SK25HS 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 1889 1946 150 Iain S. Muirhead 
Burns Club 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnston, 42 High 
Club St., Sanquhar, 

Dumfriesshire 
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Burns in Irvine 
Robert Burns came to Irvine in 1781 to learn flax dressing. 

He lived at No.4 Glasgow Venne/ and worked in the heckling 

shed (No.10) which has recently been restored. These buildings 

are now open to the general public, who can see our national 

poet's domestic and working environment interpreted in an 

interesting fashion . 

Irvine Town Trail 
~ "Wee, sleekit, cowrin' 

~ .... ......... , .. .. tim 'rous beastie, '' ......... ~~
1"..f

1 1

~" ~·-°'·· .. -"'"· ~· ·· · · 

The little mouse of which Burns wrote has been incorporated 

into a series of studs which indicate the route of a town trail 

leading to many of the town 's most interesting buildings 

and features. 

Further information is available from Ayrshire Writers 

& Artists Club, 10 Glasgow Venne/, Irvine KA12 OBD. 

Irvine Development Corporation, Telephone 214100 

Cunninghame District Council, Telephone 74166 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
630 Coalsnaughton Burns 1945 1946 150 Albert Kennedy Alex. B. Mciver, 

Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 
FK147PY 

632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 69 Harry Bull Mrs. M. Hume, IOI 
Lammermuir Road, 
Bellfield, Kilmarnock KAI 
3UE 

642 Rutherglen Burns Club 1976 1978 32 Robert Edwards Mrs. Allison Brown, 2 
Blairtum Drive, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 
3RY 

646 The Clear Winding 1946 1947 36 George Burt Mrs. Janet Snaddon, 44 
Devon Alva Burns The Nebit, Alva, 
Club Clackmannanshire FK12 

5DH 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 1947 1947 101 John Nicol Jack Milroy, 28 Lamont 

Burns Club Cres., Fallin, Stirlingshire 
FK77EJ 

660 Langholm Ladies' 1947 1947 47 Miss Grace Brown Mrs. Elaine Anderson, 2 
Burns Club Mll:ry St., Langholm, 

Dumfriesshire DGl3 OAL 
661 Leamington and 1947 1947 90 P. R. Marshall Miss I. T. S. Henderson, 66 

Warwick Caledonian Greatheed Road, 
Soc. Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire CV32 6ET 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 170 George Cameron- Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 

Caledonian Society Smith 20 Hesketh Close, St. Ives, 
Nr. Ringwood, Hants. 
BH242LA 

664 West Kilbride Burns 1947 1947 166 Russell D. Hodge Mrs. Anne Hodge, 21 
Club Fullerton Drive, West 

Kilbride, Ayrshire 
665 Gartmorn Ladies' 1947 1948 38 Mrs. Jessie Pert Mrs. J. Pert, 137 Main 

Burns Club Street, Sauchie, Alloa, 
Clacks. FKIO 3JX 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies 1947 1948 140 Colin J. Campbell Andrew Richmond, 26 
Burns Club Frew Terrace, Irvine KA12 

9EA 
681 The Cronies Burns 1948 1948 58 Mrs. Jean Mrs. E. Brady, 8 Haining 

Club, Kilmarnock McMillan Avenue, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon 1947 1948 102 Miss Ivy Scott Mrs. Ruth M. Baker, 16 
and Dist. Cal. Soc. Burford Road, 

Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 7ET 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie 1939 1949 21 Mrs. Hazel Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger, 10 
Nansie Ladies' Burns Weierter Durham Cres., Lower 
Club Largo, Fife KY8 6DN 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 150 Charles Morgan Mr. C. J. 0. Silver 
53, Holm Park 
Inverness IV2 4XU 

693 Masonic Burns Club, 1949 1949 40 Alexander John Middleton, 8 
Kirkcudbright Kirkpatrick Dovecroft, Kirkcudbright 

DG64JS 
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As a reader of the Burns Chronicle or as a member of a Burns 
Club, you will appreciate more the genius of Burns by visiting 

BURNS COTTAGE 
and 

MUSEUM, 
BURNS MONUMENT, ALLOWAY 

On view 

--~'§_ -:__ --- ~ 
~-~- ~ 

'l-'1s'Co'-~ 
BURNS'S FAMILY BIBLE 

KILMARNOCK EDITION OF THE POEMS 
(a perfect copy) 

most of our 139 manuscript letters and 175 poems, including 

AULD LANG SYNE 
TAM O' SHANTER-ATALE 

Graham of Fintry letters and poems 
The Afton Collection 
The Stair Collection 

Many of Burns's own personal possessions 
His own books of music 

Large Reference Library (over 3000 volumes) 

NEW INTERPRETIVE GALLERY 

The admission charge covers entry to both Burns Cottage and 
(when open) The Monument. 

School Parties welcomed; worksheet for pupils provided. Book 
of Burns Poems given as class prize. 

A limited number of club party evening visits (for about 30 
people) can be arranged during the winter months by 
contacting: 

The Curator, Burns Cottage, Tel: Alloway 41215 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
695 Kilmaronock Burns 1949 1949 50 J. Blain William Menzies, Three 

Club (Dunbartonshire) Views, Caldarvan, 
Gartocharn, by Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 190 Douglas 0. Bainton Mrs. J. Scott, 95 
Soc. of St. Andrew Woodburn Drive, Whitley 

Bay, Tyne and Wear NE26 
3HY 

698 Turriff Burns Club 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt Charles Calder, Cruachan, 
Johnston Park, Turriff 

699 Choppington Burns 1948 1949 120 J. Brady John E. Godden, 181 North 
Club Ridge, Bedlington, 

Northumbria NE22 6DG 
701 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 61 Edward John Philliben, 6327 

Kozakiewicz Calhoun, Dearborn, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48126 

706 North Lindsey Scots 1927 1949 120 J. D. Young Mrs. H. Condron, 12 
Soc. Linton Rise, Burton 

Stather, South 
Humberside 

710 Burns Society of 1896 1950 25 John Alexander Mrs. Stella Vasiloff 
Toronto Dawson Wyness Wyness, 2181 Avenue 

Road, Apt. 203, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M5M 4B8 

711 The Victorian Scottish 1905 1950 30 Miss V. Williamson G. McNaughton, 301 
Union SOC. Francis St., Y arraville, 

Victoria Australia 3013 
718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 197 J. Roberts Mr. Alex Layhe, 61 

of York Eastfield Avenue, Haxby, 
YorkY03 8EZ 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 140 I. M. Pickwell D. A. Hodge, The Sheiling, 
Scottish Society White Hart Lane 

Springfield, Chelmsford, 
Essex 

720 Retford and Dist. Cal. 1949 1950 70 F. J. Isaacs Mrs. K. Beardsall, 5 Trent 
Society St., Retford, Notts 

DN226NG 
721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 35 Mrs. Nancy Collins Joseph B. Main, 42 Clinton 

Club Ave, Lipson, Plymouth 
PL47HA 

723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 1920 1950 90 John McLintock, M. McKenzie, Francis Ville 
M.A., LL.B. Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 

IV149AX 
725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 80 Robert Whitehead Douglas F. McEwan, 

18 Auchinbaird, Sauchie, 
Alloa, Clacks. 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 1950 1951 50 Mrs. Mavis Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 
Mitchell Elgar Rd., Burwood, 

Victoria, 3125, Australia 
727 The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 220 Hamish Barclay Zita Thomsen, 3 Mulvad, 

of Denmark 2800 Lyngby, Denmark 
730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 98 Thomas Cannon David F. Symon, 

Rael-Na-Mara, Church 
Lane, Wigtown 
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Celebrate 
'l\ NIGHT WI' BURNS" 

in the Soviet Union 

BURNS 
CELEBRATION 

TOURS 
(January 1986) 

Direct from Glasgow Airport 

Choice of three itineraries - 8 nights 

visiting Leningrad and Moscow or two 

4 night holidays either Leningrad or 

Moscow. Each holiday includes all 

transportation, full board 
accommodation in first class hotels, 

traditional Burns Supper with many 

Soviet Guests in each city visited and 

the services of an English speaking 

guide. 

Costs have not yet been finalised but 

should be in the region of £290-8 days 

and £225-4 days respectively. 

Because the great interest generated by the Scottish Television 

coverage of these events this year we invite you to complete the form 

below if you wish to be kept informed and to avoid disappointment. 

r:: S=d·=R~2e~~~t:~ ~~~~:~~!e7:~?i~~ .~ , 
8 Belmont Crescent places on the tour ticked above and let 

I Glasgow G12 SEU me know the cost and other details as 

soon as they are available (without 

SAT 18JANISUN 26JAN D obligation}. 

1
8 NIGHTS, LENINGRAD/MOSCOW 

Name 
SAT 18 JAN/WED 22 JAN 

1
4 NIGHTS LENINGRAD ONLY 

WED 22 JAN/SUN 26 JAN 

D Address 

I 
I 
I 

4 NIGHTS MOSCOW ONLY 0 Block Capitals please ... _________ _ ... 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
733 Aberdeen Burns Study 1951 1974 15 David Duncan George F. Watt, 109 

Circle Smithfield Drive, 
Middlefield, Aberdeen 
AB27XD 

740 Thorntree Mystic 1949 1952 65 A. Honneysett David Phillips, 39 High 
Burns Club Street, Prestonpans, East 

Lothian EH32 9AJ 
743 The Romford Scottish 1931 1952 98 Miss Joyce White Miss Jane Trott, 15 Castle 

Association Road, Hadleigh, Benfleet, 
Essex SS7 2A Y 

744 Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 168 William Nicol J. Stewart Tait, 98 Grange 
Society Road, Belmont, Durham 

DHI IAQ 
745 Northumberland and 1924 1952 240 H. N. Atkinson Miss D. Hossent, 106 

Durham Cal. Society Haydon Close, Fawdon, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE32BZ 

748 Ouplaymuir Burns Club 1936 1953 32 Dr. J. McGregor J. W. Wright, Waterside, 
Uplawmoor, Glasgow 
G784AA 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and 1951 1953 120 Alex Campbell Mrs. Maureen F. Forsyth, 
Dist. Scottish Society 64 Garstang Road West, 

Poulton-le-Fylde, Lanes. 
FY67SN 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 120 Mrs. M. Rogerson Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates 
Lane, Wrenthorpe, 
Wakefield WF2 ONY 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 120 Thomas John Combe, 100 Carden 
Beggars Burns Club Mcintyre Castle Park, Cardenden, 

Fife KY5 OEB 
769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 70 Douglas H. Dawson William M. Dawson, 

Club 9 Main St., Clackmannan 
FK104JA 

772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 60 John Prosser Peter Hynd, 'Corrie', 50 
Ayr Road, Prestwick KA9 
IRR 

773 Cumnock Cronies 1910 1954 100 John Graham Eric Love, 89 Barshare 
Burns Club Road, Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KA181NN 
774 Gloucester Scottish 1937 1983 100 John Robertson James M. Laurie, 5 

Society Howard Place, Hucclecote, 
Gloucester 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 80 A. McNaughton B. W. Crosbie, 
Scottish Society 'Woodlands', Stapleton 

Lane, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leicester 

784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 140 R. Alistair Brooks Robert Donaldson, 2 
Abbotseat Road, Kelso 
TD57SL 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal 1946 1955 100 John Walton Mrs. B. Beattie, 18 Grey-
Society wethers Avenue, Swindon, 

Wiltshire 
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Tennent's Lager 
Famed The World Over 

available from Bass Export Limited, 
Elmbank Chambers, 289 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4JL, Scotland, Telephone 
No: 041 552 6500, Telex No. 778278. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 70 Hugh Docherty Charles Kennedy, 101 
Club Dundonald Park, 

Cardenden, Fife KY5 ODC 
808 Pontefract and Dist. 1956 1957 56 T.Cumming F. Hiorns, 15 Maple Ave., 

Cal. Society Hardwick Road, 
Pontefract WF8 3QN 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 32 Mrs. Isa Jones Mrs. Helen Waddell, 56 
Burns Club Allershaw Tower, Wishaw, 

Lanarkshire ML2 OLP 
810 Thirty-seven Burns 1957 1973 37 J. Archibald Thos. D. Campbell, 76 

Club, Shotts Henderson Dyfrig St. Shotts, 
Lanarkshire ML 7 4DQ 

811 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 60 David Clark Walter Hall, 5 Paterson 
Ave., Logan, Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KAIS 3HR 

812 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 130 Mrs. Irene J. S. Robertson, 'Burnage', 
Bradford Anderson 172 Rhodesway, Bradford, 

W. Yorks BD8 ODB 
813 Tranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 46 Duncan Ayton Alexander McNeill, 36 

Muirpark Rd., Tranent, 
East Lothian EH33 2A T 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 40 William McK. Ewen C. Mair, c/o Messrs 
Burns Club Barrowman Hewats, Clydesdale Bank, 

Buildings, Dalbeattie, 
Stewartry District 

821 Ayr Masonic Burns 1919 1958 35 William Dobson William Logan, 5 Mossgiel 
Club Road, Ayr 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 77 Ron McRobbie Mrs. J.M. J. Walker, 9 
Society Hathersage Walk, Oak 

Tree Lane, Mansfield, 
Notts NG18 30X 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 J.B. Yates Alex. B. Mclver, 
and West Perthsire Clubs Harvieston Lodge, Dollar, 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs Clacks. FK14 7PY 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 30 Mrs. Davina Baird, Miss Mary Aytoun, 
Burns Club, Edinburgh M.B.E. M.B.E., 31 Willowbrae 

Avenue, Edinburgh 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 40 Robin Kennedy Donald McGregor, The 

Club Schoolhouse, 
Lochgoilhead, Argyll 

834 St. Andrew's Society 1960 1959 94 Mrs. Joyce Allen H. E. Crowther, 78 Sylvan 
(Altrincham, Sale and Ave, Timperley, 
District) Altrincham, Cheshire 

WA15 6AB 
839 Coldstream Burns Club 1888 1961 118 James M. Davidson William Jackson, 

B.Sc. Homestead, Hirsel, 
Coldstream, Berwickshire 
TD124LW 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 1955 1961 175 Robert McKenna Richard Jewkes, 7215 
Montreal, Canada Boyer St., Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada H2R 2R6 
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~ --"-----~ ----- - ----

BURNS' 
HOUSE 
DUMFRIES 

OPEN: 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries should not fail to visit the old 
Red Sandstone House in Burns Street, in which 
the Poet lived and died. The House is open to 
visitors and contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House is one minutes 
walk from St. Michael's Churchyard where the 
Poet is buried within the Burns Mausoleum. 

Open All Year 

10.00 am-1.00 pm, 2.00 pm-5.00 pm Monday to Saturday 

2.00 pm-5.00 pm Sunday 
(Closed Sunday and Monday October to March) 

ADMISSION TO HOUSE 

Adults 30p Children 15p 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' 1932 1961 40 John Little Mrs. Bessie Little, 82 
Burns Club, Hamilton, Sherman Ave., N. 
Ont., Canada Hamilton, Ontario, 

Canada L8L 6M4 
845 Tam o' Shanter, 1959 1961 1900 George Mudie Jas. McCaw, Tamo' 

Coventry Shanter Club, Hertford Pl., 
Coventry, Warwickshire 
CV! 3JZ 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns 1961 1977 100 John Clarke Alex. B. Mciver, P.M., 
Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

FK14 7PY 
851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 1962 36 F. T. Hogsden Mrs. J. Little, Sa Mersey 

Place, Mt. Roskill, 
Auckland, New 
Zealand 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 1960 1963 137 Dr. Montgomery S. Robertson, Eglinton 
Irvine Arms Hotel, High Street, 

Irvine 
861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 1948 1963 60 Mrs. M. Eminson Mrs. E. Clarkson. 4 Dene 

Close, Waterloo Lane, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln 
LN60SU 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 1960 1963 108 C. B. Grant C. B. Grant, Field House, 
Association Wickenby, Lincoln 

LN35RB 
864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 40 F. D. J. Taylor Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, 147 

Tasmania David St., East Devonport, 
Tasmania, Australia 7310 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1963 32 William Young J. T. Grahamslaw, 8 The 
Club Brae, Cambusbarron, 

Stirling 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. 1955 1963 35 Mrs. Sheena Mercer A. Chapman, 9 Vernon St., 

Society Cotmanhay, Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. 1962 1964 175 Peter Stewart Miss Margaret Laird, 189 
of Massachusetts Forest Street, Arlington, 

Massachussetts 02174, 
U.S.A. 

872 East Midland's Assoc. 1949 1964 6 J. D. Macfarlane Mrs. J.M. Cutting, 
of Scottish Socs. Socs. Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road, 

Hinkley, Leicester 
LElO lQB 

874 The Masonic Club 1963 1964 27 Chieftain Ken G. W. Burns-Peat, 18/72 
Burns Club, Chapman Patterson St, Middle Park, 

Melbourne Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia 3206 

878 Workshop Burns and 1965 1965 150 Neil Brodie T. H. English, 166 

Cal. Club Raymoth Lane, Worksop, 
Notts. S8! 7DY 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. 1960 1965 120 D. Griffin Mrs. J. Blackburn, 

Soc. 84, The Gills Carr Bank, 
Otley, West Yorks 
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THE FIRST ONE- VOLUME 
DICTIONARY 

ever to cover the Scots language 
from the earliest records to 

the present day 

The Concise Scots Dictionary 
• pleasant to read 

• easy to follow 

• up-to-date and historical 

• provides clear understanding of 
Scottish literature 

• ready and simple access to centuries 

of scholarship in the Scots language 

• helpful Introduction, including a 
history of the Scots language and 

a guide to pronunciation 

• encyclopaedic range of information -

the book for browsers 

• settles (or excites) a thousand and 

one arguments about Scots words 
and phrases 

The Concise Scots Dictionary contains not only meanings, 

but also spelling variants, pronunciation, where this is 

likely to cause difficulty, grammatical information, 

dating, geographical distribution, idioms and phrases, 

etymologies, specialist vocabulary, e.g. legal and miq_ing 

terms, details of Scottish life past and present £ 17. 50 

Aberdeen University Press 
Farmers Hall, Aberdeen, Scotland AB9 2XT 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 850 RonaldK. Charles. C. Taylor, P.O. 

and Burns Club Drummond Box 69, Kingston, 
Canberra A.C.T. 2064, 
Australia 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1967 25 G. Irvine Angus McLarty, 5 Vicarage 
Caledonian Society Lane, Beckingham, Nr. 

Doncaster, S. Yorks. 
DNI04PN 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie 1959 1967 20 John Brown R. B. Cleland, 16 
Jean' Burns Club Mcclurg Court, 

Motherwell ML! IXH 
890 The Wollongong Burns 1966 1967 36 Tom Newan Mrs. Anne Ridley, 49 

Society Murphy's Avenue, 
Keiraville, Wollongong, 
N5W2500, Australia 

893 North Bay Burns Club, 1967 1968 30 Ian Cameron Mrs. P. C. Cameron, 974 
Ontario Bloem St., North Bay, 

Ontario, Canada PIB 4Z8 
894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 1967 1968 50 Gavin Maynard Mrs. B. Ward, 26 Alpha 

Society Ave., Molescroft Beverley, 
N. Humberside HUl7 7JE 

895 Westerton Burns 1968 1968 40 Thomas Heggie John Neill, 5 
Club Muirpark Gardens, 

Glenochil Village, 
Tullibody, 
Clackmannanshire 
FKIO 3AJ 

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 1957 1968 36 Frank Macleod Mrs. C. Moir, P.O. Box 
575, Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, W.A. 

897 Glenbervie Burns 1947 1969 20 L. R. Burness George F. Watt, 109 
Memorials Assoc. FRGSF.S.A. Smithfield Drive, 

(Scot) Middlefield, Aberdeen AB2 
7XD 

900 Irvine Valley Burns 1968 1970 20 Mrs. Anna Mrs. Helen P.R. 
Club Beveridge McMillan, 5 Mill Cres., 

Newmilns, Ayrshire 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 1959 1970 35 Tom B. Myles Alex. Corbett, 25 Manor 

St., Falkirk FKI INH 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 1971 1971 45 Alan Robertson Duncan McKechnie, 4 

Cander Avenue, 
Stonehouse, Lanarkshire 
ML93ND 

908 'Brithers Be' Burns 1971 1971 16 Thomas Howie Mrs. Anne Mcintyre, 
Club 21 Wallace Street, 

Kilmarnock KAI !SB 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 George Simpson George Simpson, 13 

Weaver Row, St. Ninians, 
Stirling FK7 9AS 

914 Ipswich and West 1903 1972 21 A. M. W. Keddie Mrs. Ann Keddie, 76 
Moreton Cal. Soc. and Diamond St., River View, 
Burns Club Ipswich 4304, Queensland 

Australia 
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Britoil 
Produced over 165,000 barrels of oil per day in 1984 

Maintained its position as leading explorer in the UKCS 
Continued to expand its international activities. 

Dubai and USA - in production 
Denmark, Eire and Indonesia - drilling. 
Norway, The Netherlands and Thailand - Licence interests 

Energy at Work for Britain 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

915 Canterbury Burns Club 1971 1972 130 Wallace Vinnell Miss N. M. Hill, 222 
(Inc) Barrington St., Spreydon 

Christchurch 2, New 
Zealand 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Burns 1964 1972 52 Dick Wismach Neil McKeand, 49 Greenlea 
Club Cres., Collin, D~mfries 

DGI 4PR 
917 Scottish Presidents' 1958 1972 105 Mrs. J. A. Irvine Lew W. Reid, L!.!a Rig, 152 

Assoc. Lea Road, Gainsborough, 
Lines. DN21 IAN 

918 Dover and East Kent 1887 1973 140 William Hay Mrs. Dorothy Macfarlane, 
Scottish Society 169 Elms Vale, Road, 

Dover, Kent CTI 7 9PW 
919 Orange and District 1944 1973 90 F. Woodcock Mrs. D. Brown, 372 Lords 

Scottish Assoc. Place, Orange, NSW, 
Australia 2800 

920 Trysting Thorn Burns 1971 1973 40 Jack Steel John Prott, 8 Hannahston 
Club Ave., Drongan, Ayrshire 

921 Northern Scottish 1972 1973 36 William R. Miss Ethel Hall, 28D 
Counties Assoc. of Murray, M.A. Whitehall Place, Aberdeen 
Burns Clubs AB24PA 

922 The Clumber Burns 1973 1973 II C. W. Burnett L. Jeavons, 36 Brunswick 
Club Rd., Broom Valley, 

Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
2RH 

923 Old Manor Bums Club, 1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay James Boyle, 28 Cawder 
Bridge of Allan Rd., Bridge of Allan, 

Stirlingshire 
924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 1939 1973 49 James McKenzie John H. Winning, 4 

Branch) Bums Club Hillview Ave., Dumfries 
DG14DY 

925 Laurieston Bums Club 1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter, 'Cromdale,' 
66 Redding Rd., 
Laurieston, Falkirk FK2 
9JU 

926 Rosamond Bums Club, 1973 1974 36 Mrs. Hilda Faulder Mrs. Mary Wilson, 

Gretna Green 8 Falcon Drive, 
Gretna CA6 SJU 

927 The Tarbolton Club 1967 1974 16 John Weir Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer 

Edmonton Cres., St. Albert, Alberta, 
Canada T8N I T8 

929 Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' 1974 1974 40 John Mackay Wm. Hamilton, 36 

Burns Club Marchwood Cres., 
Bathgate, West Lothian 
EH48 IDA 

930 The Wheatsheaf Bums 1974 1974 60 Kenneth McLeod T. Weir, 46 Bantaskine 

Club, Falkirk Drive, Falkirk, Stirlingshire 
FKI SHS 

931 Beith Caledonia Bums 1974 1974 35 John Lynch Jack G. D. Robertson, 

Club Eglinton Kennels, 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire 

933 Busbiehill Bums Club 1974 1974 50 Felix Todd James F. Craig, 9 Parkhill 
Ave., Crosshouse, 
Kilmarnock KA2 OJF 
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John Cairney & Company Limited 
Gordon Chambers, 82 Mitchell Street, 

Glasgow G1 3PX Tel: 041-248 4219 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that this company 
intends promoting a new musical play on the 
life of Robert Burns in July of 1986 to 
commemorate the bi-centenary of the 
Kilmarnock Edition. This will be performed in 
Scotland and then around the world. 
In conjunction with the production, it is 
intended to produce an hour long audio-visual 
film on the same subject, as a companion 
package to a facsimile reproduction of the 
original Kilmarnock Edition. This will focus on 
the landscape aspects of the Robert Burns 
story, with music and voice over-a tangible 
memento, to be entitled The Kilmarnock 
Edition, 1986. 
If anyone is interested in learning more of 
either of the above projects, or in becoming 
investors or sponsors in the schemes, please 

contact: 

F. L. Walker CA, 
Gordon Chambers, 
82 Mitchell Street, 
Glasgow G1 3PX 
Scotland. 
PH: (041) 248 4219 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 1975 197 W.A. Woods A. Colquhoun, P.O. Box 
580, Bahrain; Arabian Gulf 

935 Torbrex Inn Burns Club 1975 1975 45 George Simpson James Kinnear, 5 
Donaldson Place, 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 
FK74EN 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns 1975 1975 75 Mrs. Helen Bell Mrs. Anne Gaw, 7 
Club Highfield Place, N. Girdle 

Toll, Irvine KAI I IBW 
937 East Kilbride Burns 1973 1975 220 James Hamilton Iain A. MacPherson, East 

Club Kilbride Development 
Corpn., Atholl House, East 
Kilbride G74 ILU 

939 Griffin Burns Club, 1975 1975 120 James L. Chalmers William Adair, 36 
Gartcosh Woodlands Ave., Mount 

Ellen, Gartcosh, Glasgow 
G698BT 

940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 1948 1975 90 Mrs. Moira Lewis Ben Kidd, 2 Castle Hall 
Society Rd, Milford Haven, 

Pembs. SA7 3DS 
941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1975 23 Archibald Gay Walter McArthur, 3817 

San Diego Pringle St, San Diego, CA 
92103 U.S.A. 

943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 69 K. I. McRae Graham Harley, 4 
Strathmore Avenue, 
Beverley High Rd., Hull 
HU6 7HJ, Humberside 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 50 James Fryar James Fisher, 5 New 

Paisley Inchinnan Road, Paisley, 
Renfrewshire 

945 Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 25 David Medlen Mrs. E. J. Medlen, 34 

Highland Society Thorpe Lane, 
Almondbury, 
Huddersfield, Yorkshire 
HD5 8TA 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 34 John Waitelock Andy Hay, 2 Brandy Lane, 
10401-19 Street S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2W3E7 

948 Saltcoats Glencairn 1975 1976 25 John Davidson William Stewart, 31 

Masonic Burns Club Sidney Street, Saltcoats, 
Ayrshire 

949 Fir Park Club, Burns 1976 1976 29 J. F. Good A. Carbray, 78 Shields 

Section Drive, Motherwell ML! 
2DX 

950 Drumoyne Burns Club 1932 1976 120 Colin Wilson Mrs. Shirley Wilson, 11 
Innes Street, Five Dock, 
NSW2046 Australia 

951 Birnbeck Burns Club, 1975 1976 100 John Smart Angus Wilson, 33 Upper 

Weston-s-Mare Church Rd., 
Weston-s-Mare, Avon 
BS232DX 
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·~l~I' 
BURNS 

Festival 

THE SOUTH WEST OF SCOTLAND 

has so much to offer the 

holidaymaker-the soft, mild 

climate, green fields and rolling 

hills, quiet roads, small villages and 

bustling resorts. The best time to 

7 June-15 June, 1986 ·enjoy all this is in the early summer, 

and to add to your holiday we have 

the ROBERT BURNS FESTIVAL. 

Each year at this time the people of the Burns Country 

celebrate the life and work of Robert Burns (1759-1796) 

Scotland's National Poet. From 7 to 15 June, 1986 a 

programme of music, poetry, exhibitions, song and laughter 

brings together a variety of Scotland's entertainers. 

Ayr, Largs, Irvine and Kilmarnock all stage events, as do the 

surrounding villages. From the grandeur of the Dean Castle at 

Kilmarnock and the magnificent grounds of Rozelle House in 

Ayr, to the intimacy of the Land O'Burns Centre, Alloway and 

Irvine Burns Club, The BURNS HERITAGE TRAIL is well worth 

exploring; you will find the venues well suited to the events 

and visitors will find a warm welcome from t!ie local people. 

Write to the address below for a copy of the detailed 

Burns Festival programme on publication: 

Festival Office, Land o' Burns Centre, Alloway, Ayr or 

telephone: (0292) 43700. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

954 Newton Burns Club, 1963 1977 60 William Paterson Alex Baird, 215 
Ayr Whitletts Road, 

Ayr 
955 Gartwhinzean Burns 1968 1977 140 James King Henry S. Kinnaird, 

Club Middleton of Aldie, 
Fossoway, Kinross KY13 
7QJ 

956 Nantwich and District 1958 1977 75 John Stewart Mrs. G. F. Staples, 
Scottish Society 'Orcadia,' 8 Westfield Dr., 

Westaston, Crewe, 
Cheshire CW2 SES 

957 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 60 Stuart Jardine Sandra Wilson 209-2865 
Cedarwood Drive, Ottawa, 
Ontario, KlV 068 

958 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 1977 80 James I. Kenneth E. McCartney, 827 
271, Toledo, Ohio Crammond, Jr. Continental Blvd., Toledo 

959 Bangkok St. Andrew 1977 22 Ian Fleming J. R. Lumsden, The 
Soc. Chartered Bank, P.O. Box 

320, Bangkok, Thailand 
961 Larkhall Burns Club 1977 1977 42 Mrs. Eliza Kane Adam Bennett, 1 

Woodview Rd, Larkhall 
ML91PR 

962 Caledonian Society of 1892 1977 160 Peter Millar Mrs. Rosemary Millar, 
Pretoria P.O. Box971, Pretoria, 

0001, Republic of South 
Africa 

963 Cotgrave Burns Club 1977 1977 46 Robert Aitken Mrs. Elizabeth Ferns, 
Flagholme, Cotgrave 
Notts. NG 12 3PE 

964 The Gambia 1954 1977 100 Miss Blyth Brown Jennifer Phimister, P.O. 

Caledonian Society Box 981, Banjul, The 
Gambia. 

965 Royal Caledonian Soc. 1977 R. M. Verrall, 7 Warrego 

of S. Australia Cres. Linden Park, South 
Australia 5065 

966 Clan Rose Society of 1970 1977 142 Howard G. Welch Robert S. Rose, Jr., 298 

America S.E. 6th Ave., Pompano 
Beach Fla., 33060 U .S.A 

967 Earlsferry Burns Club 1975 1977 30 John F. Robertson G. Walsh, Earlscross, 
Earlsferry, Elie, Fife 

969 Huddersfield St. 1884 1977 R. Gordon Smith Ian M. Duthie, 26 

Andrew Society Greenway, Honley, 
Huddersfield HD7 2B2 

971 North Berwick Burns 1899 1978 150 Derek Marion M. Dodd, 19A 

Club Garston-Jones Westgate, North Berwick 
EH394AE 

972 Don Valley Caledonian 1971 1978 64 Irene O'Neill A. B Scott, 68 Norman 

Society Cres., Doncaster, S. 
Yorkshire DN5 8R4 

973 Salsburgh Miners Burns 1978 1978 32 Henry Leckie Catherine Gardner, 58 

Club Carvale Ave., Salsburgh, 
Shotts ML 7 4NQ 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

974 Elliot Lake Burns Club 1978 1978 57 Mrs. Margaret Glynis Nolan, 8 Canberra 
Sargent Cres., Elliot Lake, Ontario, 

Canada P5A 
976 Hopetoun Laddies 1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry C. Young, 45 George Cres., 

Burns Club Ormiston, East Lothian 
EH35 518 

977 Whyalla St. Andrew 1974 1978 100 David Kirk Jock Dewson, PO Box 
Society 2086, Whyalla, Norrie 

5608, South Australia 
978 Burns Appreciation Colin McKenzie, 5111 

Society of Dickeyville Witheredsville Rd., 
Baltimore, Maryland 
21207, U.S.A. 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 42 J. Allan W. Alexander, 118 
Willies' Burns Club Magdalene Gardens, 

Edinburgh 
980 Niagara Falls Burns 1926 1979 24 Joe Freeman Mrs. Elspeth Burns, 548 

Club Lake Street, St. Catherines 
Ontario, Canada L2N 4H9 

981 Berkshire Burns Club, 1978 1979 25 Inez S. Moore Gladys Davidson, P.O. Box 
Massachusetts 134, Lenox, Mass., U.S.A. 

01240 
982 Garnock Burns Club 1868 1979 36 W. Johnston W. A. Law, 25, Balfour 

Avenue, Beith KAIS JAW 
983 Montreal General 1961 1979 19 Ross Ogilvy Hill S. G. Macisaac, 

Hospital Burns Society Department of Urology, 
1650 Cedar Ave., Montreal 
H3G IA4, Quebec, Canada 

984 MacQuarie-Stewart 1979 1979 40 Des Taylor Edward McColgan, Town 
Burns Club House 22, 4 Trafalgar 

Place, Marsfield N.S.W, 
Australia 2122 

985 New Galloway Burns 1979 1979 44 Leslie A. Young G. Lindsay, Mansefield 
Masonic Club House, St. Mary Street, 

Kirkcudbright DG6 4EL 
986 Robert Burns Society 1978 1979 130 John Dodds Laverna Page, PO Box 

of Annapolis, Ltd. 4185, Annapolis 
MD21403-6185 USA 

987 Hull Scots Society of 1910 1979 169 J. G. Brown Mrs. C. D. H. Brown, 31 
St. Andrew Dunvegan Rd., Hull HUB 

910 
989 Holt Hill Burns Club 1979 Keith Cleary Mrs. F. Graham, 29 Carlaw 

Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, 
Merseyside 

990 Auldgirth Burns Club 1972 1979 40 Richard Wismach Richard Wismach, Joiner, 
Stenmuir, Kirkton, 
Dumfries 

991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 1967 1979 W. 1. Docherty Tom Duplock, 32 Third 
Ave., McQuarrie Fields, 
Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 
2564 

992 Marchbank Burns Club 1959 1980 46 JimTait Robert Sutherland, 4 
Delhaig, Gorgie Road, 
Edinburgh EH! I 3AQ 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE. AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Burns Association who manage the 

Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the upkeep 

of the eleven houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 

Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting, 

are adding to their costs and they ask you keep this fact in mind. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to: 

Scott I. Galt, LL.B., Secretary and Treasurer, 

157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 

L 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

993 Cambusbarron Social 1956 1980 1000 George Smart Mrs. Greta McAllister, 16 
Club Bruce Terrace, 

Cambusbarron, Stirling 
994 Robert Burns Society of 1978 1980 120 Joe T. Jenkinson Mrs. Helen Mclendon, 

the Midlands Columbia Strachan 1313 Brennen St, 
Columbia, S.C. 29206 
U.S.A. 

995 Drongan and District 1950 1980 74 James :(eirs Peter McPhee, 16 
Working Mens Burns Mainsford Ave., Drongan, 
Club Ayrshire KA6 7DH 

996 Lodge St. Andrew, 1771 1980 James McL'owall R. Ghee, Inglewood, 
Kilmarnock Moscow, Ayrshire 

998 Eyemouth Clachan 1959 1980 32 Henry Collin T'1omas Wilson, SA Paxton 
Burns Club Terrace, Eyemouth, 

Berwickshire 
999 Dumfries & District 1952 1980 28 Ian Whitehead Fred Newton, 12 Elmbank 

Round Table Burns Drive, Dumfries 
Club 

1000 United Glass Jolly 1977 1980 20 J. Harrower Alistair Mochar, 2 
Beggars Burns Club Randyford Road, Falkirk, 

Stirlingshire FK2 9DE 
1001 Mystic Highland Pipe 1980 1981 130 George Fraser Charles R. Cyr, 60 Elm St., 

Band Burns Club Stonington, Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 06378 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 1980 1981 70 J. Sutherland J. McDougall, 6 Sulman 
Scottish Club Road, Cabramatta, 

N.S.W., Australia 
1003 Whiteadder Burns Club 1952 1981 55 J.C. Fairbairn J. S. Walker, 44 

Newfields, Berwick on 
Tweed TD15 !ST 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 1952 1981 90 Jim W. Finlay George McCulloch, 
Burns Club Fleetwood, Gatehouse of 

Fleet, DG7 2EH 
1005 Tamworth & District 1959 1981 130 K. R. B. Macintyre Mrs. R. Latimer, 8 

Scottish Society Belvedere Close, 
Perrycrofts, Tamworth, 
Staffs B79 8TP 

1006 St. Andrews Society of 1893 1981 144 Mrs. Muriel John McNab, Sierra 
Mexico Mcintosh Ventana 745, Lomas 

Chapultepec, Mexico 
lODF, Mexico 

1007 Burns Anniversary 1963 1981 300 John C. Maclean Mrs. E. S. Maclean, 88 
Committee of Rhode Boxwood Ave., Cranston, 
Island R.I. 02910, U.S.A. 

1008 Caledonian Society of 1968 1981 128 Kenneth McKeand George L. Goode, 1 
West Cumberland Meadow Grove, 

Cockermouth, Cumbria 
CA139PB 

1009 The Edmonton Scottish 1938 1981 1000 R. M. Allen D. Feguson, 1202 
Society Parker Drive, Sherwood 

Park, Alberta, 
Canada 

1010 H. & W. Burns Club, 1981 1981 125 James Jamieson James Heron, 2 Harland 
Belfast Park, Belfast, N. Ireland 
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COMPLETE YOUR BURNS SUPPER 

ROBERT BURNS QUOTATION 

DINNER NAPKINS 
16 INCH SQUARE DOUBLE PLY 

Each napkin contains 4 quotations by the 
Bard and have been designed especially 

for, and exclusively supplied by 

M. & R. CLARK 
(Burns Supper Suppliers) 

31 Clarkston Road 
Glasgow G44 
Scotland 
Tel. 041 637-0495 
Phone for sample and price list. 

Call in and see our full range of napkins, posters and 
presentation items. 

We welcome enquiries from Secretaries of Burns Clubs, Golf 
Clubs, Bowling Clubs, etc. 

We can officer expert advice to help make your evening a 
success-Personal attention! 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

1011 Haddington Golf Club 1974 19SI 450 Ian Gibson J. Begg, S Abbots View, 
Haddington, E. Lothian 

1012 The Edmonton 1975 19SI 100 Frederick G. R. Devine, 973S-154 St., 
Dundonald Burns Club Bookham Edmonton, Alta. T5P 2G3, 

Canada 
1013 Balmullo Burns Club 19SI 19S2 70 George D. Spence J. D. Cameron, Bieldside, 

Balmullo, St. Andrews, 
Fife 

1014 The Traditional Music 19S2 Hamish Henderson Irene Riggs, 27 Croft Cres., 
& Song Assoc. of Markinch, Fife. 
Scotland 

1015 Maltby and District 19S2 19S2 60 K. M. Beech D. J. Brennan, 23 Cripps 
Burns Society Close, Maltby, nr 

Rotherham, S. Yorks S66 
7JP 

1016 Leyland and District 19Sl 19S2 25 Brian E. Walker B. E. Walker, 35 
Burns Society Long Meany Gate, 

Leyland, Lanes PR5 3PA 
1017 Southwick Burns Club 19S2 19S2 20 Inez S. Moore Heydon. A. Moore, 154 

Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA. 01077, 
U.S.A. 

lOIS East Antrim Burns 1979 19S3 30 William Dennison Sam Cross, 42 
Association Glenvale Park, 

Glynn, Lame BT40 3EZ 
1019 Rumbling Bridge Burns 19S3 19S3 60 James King Norman Gibson, 

Club Gartwhinzean Road, 
Powmill, by Dollar 

1020 Netherthird and 19S2 19S3 35 William Pender Andrew D. S. McBroom, 
Craigens Burns Club 63 John Allen Drive, 

Skerrington, Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KAIS 3AG 

1021 Kuwait Caledonians 197S 19S3 ISO Ronnie Sinclair Peter Robertson, PO Box 
5S, Safat, Kuwait 

1022 Blane Valley Burns 19SO 19S3 21 Albert Johnstone George Eastcroft, 5 
Club Kirkburn Drive, 

Strathblane, Glasgow 
G63 9EE 

1023 Skipton and District 1957 19S3 140 James Kentley Francis W. Clarke, 17 
Caledonian Society Barnwood Crescent, Earby, 

1024 North American 19SO ' 19S3 
Colne, Lanes BBS 6PD 

Dr. J. Connor Mrs. Mary Crawley, 5 
Association of Castlemere Court, St. 
Federated Burnsians Catherines, Ontario, L2N 

1025 Newton Lads Burns 19S3 19S3 
5VI, Canada 

26 George William Riddell, 31 Arthur 
Club, Midlothian Montgomery View, Danderhall, by 

Dalkeith, Midlothian 
1026 Duns Burns Club 1955 19S3 46 James Aitken Robert J. Glover, 21 Castle 

Street, Duns, Berwickshire 
1027 The Scottish Australian 19SI 19S3 250 W.F.F. Mrs. J.M. Samois, 3 

Heritage Council MacLennan 'Rosemount', 410 Edgecliff 
Road, Woolahra, Sydney, 
NSW, Australia 2025 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
1028 Mercat Hotel Burns 1975 1983 40 John Noble George Allan, 21 McTurk 

Club Court, Cumnock 
1029 Kilwinning Burns Club 1982 1983 103 Charles Speirs William Stewart, 12 

McGavin Avenue, 
Kilwinning Ayrshire 

1030 Darlington Gaelic 1968 1983 71 Mrs. Cath Mrs. M. Cooper, 16 
Society Macinnes Jedburgh Drive, Darlington 

DL39XD 
1031 Crammond Brig Burns 1983 1983 74 Robert Brown Duncan Foggon, 4 

Club Braepark Road, Cramond, 
Edinburgh EH4 6DN 

1032 Croydon Burns Society 1983 Michael J. Buckingham, 7 
Wellesley Rd, Croydon 
CR02AJ 

1033 Java St. Andrew Society 1919 1983 175 Hon. Secretary, cl o 
Chartered Bank, Wisma 
Kosgaro, J. L. M. H. 
Thamrin, Jakarta, 
Indonesia 

1034 Kilbarchan U.C. Burns 1970 1984 23 James P. A. Logan Ian M. Campbell, 18 Park 
Society View, Kilbarchan, 

Renfrewshire 
1035 Kansas City St. 1914 1984 570 Donald Watterson Ms Norma Mccallum, 

Andrews Society 7523 Hawthorne, 
Raytown, Missouri 
64138, USA 

1036 West Midlands District 1984 A. M. McDowall, 5 
of England Fairways Close, Allesley, 

Coventry CVS 9BH 
1037 Grimsby & Cleethorpes 1983 1984 50 Mrs. M. Beardsley Mrs. J. Littlejohn, 38 

Scots Soc. of St. Humberstone Ave., 
Andrew Humberstone, Grimsby 

1038 Brisbane Caledonian 1892 1984 500 T. C. Campbell R. G. Baker, Chappel Hill, 
Society & Burns Club Australia 

1039 Troon Ladies Burns 1983 1984 23 Mrs. Rita Turner Mrs. Mae McLean, 10 
Club Morven Cres., Troon 

1040 Cowdenbeath Scots 1984 1984 15 Robert R. Malcolm Main, 10 
Wha' Hae Burns Club Campbell Glenfield Gardens, 

Cowdenbeath 
1041 Nanaimo Burns Club 1984 1984 15 Alexander Mathie Alexander G. Mackintosh, 

3708 Howden Drive, 
Nanaimo, BC, Canada 
V9T3V9 

1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 1981 1984 William Gray Robert Beattie, 34 East 
Burns Club Park Crescent, Kilmaurs, 

Ayrshire 
1043 The Robert Burns 1984 1984 24 Dr. Gordon C. Ms. Jean Lumsden, 75 

Society of South Greig Dyott Avenue, Hampstead 
Australia Gardens, South Australia 

1044 Lodge Burns Immortal 1984 1984 David Steele Robert Wasson, 4 Monteith 
Place, Blantyre, Glasgow 

1045 The Heather and 1952 1984 Arthur Marshall Ms. Linda Laxton, 8900 

Thistle Society Fondren No. 189, Houston, 
Tx. 77074, USA 
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SCOTCH 
PRODUCE 
CENTRE 

Retailers of Fresh Meat 
direct from the Farm Abattoir. 

"*- -------------

We ;;c,w:i .ffqgg-U al1_ f"1M-1d7tt£. Wtr!& I 
LOMBER HEY FARM, ST. ANDREWS LANE, 

HIGH LANE VILLAGE, CHESHIRE. ... 
TEL: 061-427 2532 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
1046 Craighead Drouthie 1983 1984 34 William Hall William Hall, 8 

Cronies Burns Club Glencairn Road, 
Cumnock, Ayrshire 

1047 The Caledonian Society 1928 1984 150 Luke Berriman Mrs. Ann Fairley, Park 
of Colchester & District Farm, Great Bromley, 

Colchester 
1048 Hong Kong St. 1881 1984 500 Dr. John Park s. Cameron Sloan, clo 

Andrews Society Lave, Ringham and 
Matthews, 22nd Floor, 
Princes Building, Hong 
Kong 

1049 Lodge Camperdown 371 1984 Murray Blair, 29 Glenpark 
Road, Glasgow G46 7 JE 

1050 Guild of Sommeliers, 1978 1985 80 Henry D. Cochrane Dudley Sizeland, 160 
Hertfordshire Branch Crawford Road, Hatfield, 

HertsALIOOPA 
1051 Nothampton Town and 1924 1985 Mrs. Nora Wood Mrs. Margaret Knox, 559C 

County Scottish Soc. Kettering Road North, 
Northampton NN3 IHA 

1052 Escom Club (Koeberg) 1984 1985 36 Dr. Brian Mrs. Rita Granger, 26 
Scottish Activities Fitzpatrick Edward Crescent 
Section Duynefontein, 

Melkbosstrand 7405, 
Cape Province, South 
Africa 

1053 Corby Grampian Burns, 1984 1985 25 Robert McKay James Crawford, 74 
Club Argyll Street, Corby, 

Northants 
1054 Huter Valley Scots Club 1980 1985 William J. Ball M. McMullen, 5 Nooroo 

Close, Windale, NSW 
2306, Australia 

1055 Lhanbryde Burns Club 1985 1985 32 Ian Park William Duncan, 50 
Kilbagie Street, 
Kincardine, Alloa, 
Clackmannanshire 

1056 Toowoomba 1911 1985 284 Malcolm Leslie Mrs. Margaret McMullen, 
Caledonian Society and II Mary Street, 
Burns Club Toowoomba, Australia 

1057 Lochmaben Drouthy 1983 1985 50 David Shankland J. M. Dickie, 46 
Neebors Burns Club MBE Barrashead, Lochmaben, 

Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire 
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(Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect, 1786) 

Edited by Donald A Low 

Published to mark the bicentenary of the volume's 
first appearance in 1786 

This new edition comes in the neat Everyman format. It has 

been prepared to assist today's Burns reader as completely and as 

unobtrusively as possible. In addition to an accurate and reliable 

text, it provides marginal glosses to explain the meaning of all 

dialect words, brief background notes to each poem as well as full 

explanatory notes on points of literary and social interest. The 

whole collection is preceded by a substantial critical 
introduction. 

Hardback £10.95 Paperback £3.50 

In your bookshops NOW or direct from 

Marketing Dept Ref (BC) DENT 33 Welbeck Street LONDON WIM 8LX 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 

543 Abbey Craig 991 Cabra Vale 

40 Aberdeen 993 Cambusbarron 

733 ----Burns Study Circle 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

20 Airdrie 882 Canberra Highland Society 

516 Airts Burns Club 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 

944 Alamo, Paisley 562 Castle Douglas 

2 Alexandria 365 Catrine 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 719 Chelmsford 

252 Alloway 462 Cheltenham 

618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 572 Chester Caledonian Association 

393 Annan Ladies 11 Chesterfield 

986 Annapolis 699 Choppington 

82 Arbroath 966 Clan Rose 

238 Atlanta 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 

768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 922 Clumber Burns Club 

851 Auckland Burns Association 630 Coalsnaughton 

566 Australia, Scottish Society of 1047 Colchester 

275 Ayr 839 Coldstream 

821 Ayr Masonic 994 Columbia 

192 Ayrshire Association 606 Corby 

892 Ayrshire Metal Products 1053 Corby Grampian 

340 Balerno 963 Cotgrave 

1013 Balmullo 559 Coventry 

959 Bangkok 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 

439 Barnsley 1040 Cowdenbeath 

593 Barrow Jolly Beggars 1031 Cramond Brig 

363 Barrmill 1032 Croydon 

929 Bathgate Jolly beggars 581 Cumbernauld 

534 Bedlington and District 580 Cum brae 

931 Beith Caledonia 45 Cumnock 

15 Belfast 773 ----Cronies 

725 Ben Cleuch 1046 Cumnock, Graighead 

981 Berkshire, Mass. 62 Cu par 

894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 818 Dalbeattie and District 

167 Birmingham 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 

951 Birnbeck 35 Dairy 

1022 Blane Valley 158 Darlington 

95 Bolton 1030 Darlington Gaelic 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 988 Darvel 

663 Bournemouth 469 Denny Cross 

803 Bowhill People's Club 55 Derby 

812 Bradford 701 Detroit 

49 Bridgeton 978 Dickeyville 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 37 Dollar 

1038 Brisbane 850 Dollar Masonic 

120 Bristol 972 Don Valley 

908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 556 Doncaster 

356 Burn bank 918 Dover and E. Kent 

864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 995 Drongan 

417 Burnley 950 Drumoyne 

112 Burns Howff 10 Dumbarton 

933 Busbiehill 226 Dumfries 

946 Calgary 999 Dumfries Round Table 
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BOOKS BY POST 
Robert Burns: The Man and his Work is both a first rate biography of Burns and an 
authoritative study of his poems and songs. The author, Hans Hecht succeeds in 
presenting a scrupulously fair and balanced account of Burns and his times while 
maintaining a commendable sense of proportion both on the poet's unique genius and 
his so called moral failings. 

Jane Lym burn, the distinguished translator of this work, was the first Lady President 
of The Burns Federation. 
ISBN 0 907526 04 7 316 Pages Hardback £6.50 plus £1.10 post and packing 

Johnnie Walker's Burns Supper Companion by Hugh Douglas is the complete guide to 
the organisation of a successful Burns Supper. 

The author describes the various ingredients which make for a co-ordinated supper; 
from the choice of venue, speeches and poems, through the all important traditions and 
rituals to the successful conclusion of the evening with the votes of thanks and the 
singing of Auld Lang Syne. 
ISBN 0 097526 012 116 Pages Hardback £4.85 plus 58p post and packing 

Bairnsangs by Sandy Thomas Ross is a delightful collection of thirty little poems in the 
Scots tongue. Written for children, these lighthearted verses are ever popular with the 
young at heart of all ages. 

'Bairnsangs', now in its eighth impression, is according to the Burns Federation 'a 
must for the library of anyone, young or old who consider they are Burns enthusiasts'. 
ISBN 0 907526 11 X 44 Pages £1.45 plus 32p post and packing 

The Talking Scots Quiz Book by William Graham. Based on the popular Scottish 
Television panel game 'Talking Scots', this is a vastly entertaining and informative quiz 
book on the Scots language. 

'The Talking Scots Quiz Book' is compiled for use as a panel or team quiz, and 
provides hours of enjoyment for those of us who regard Scos as our 'mither tongue'. 

The author William Graham is a past chairman of the Scots Language Society. 
ISBN 0 907526 07 1 90 Pages Paperback £1.95 plus 32p post and packing 

FORTHCOMING TITLES 

Alloway Publishing in conjunction with the Burns Federation are producing a com
pletely new edition of 'The Complete Works of Robert Burns' to be published on 31st 
July 1986 to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the famous Kilmarnock Edition. 
There will be two editions-a subscribers edition limited to 2,000 copies, subscription 
forms are obtainable from the Federation-and a popular edition will go on general sale 
thereafter. 

Also-to be published late autumn this year 'The Ayrshire Book of Burns' by 
Andrew Boyle-a comprehensive reference guide to all the places, people and trad
itions in Ayrshire associated with Robert Burns-an invaluable source of background 
knowledge. 

Hastings Square, Darvel, Ayrshire, Scotland 
Telephone 0560 20237 



No. No. 

437 Dumfries Ladies No. 1 1011 Haddington Golf Club 
503 Dunblane 33 Haggis 

14 Dundee 152 Hamilton 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 842 Hamilton, Ontario 
69 Dunedin N .Z. 555 Harrogate 
85 Dunfermline 492 Harrow 

1026 Duns 239 Ha wick 
744 Durham Caledonian Society 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 

1018 East Antrim 1045 Heather and Thistle 
967 Earlsferry 446 Herefordshire 
937 East Kilbride 1050 Hertfordshire Sommeliers 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 916 Hole i' the Wa' 
22 Edinburgh 989 Holt Hill 

307 ----Ayrshire Association 1048 Hong Kong 
825 ----Clarinda Ladies Burns 976 Hopetoun Laddies 

Club 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 
378 ----District Association 969 Huddersfield 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 987 Hull 

1012 ----Dundonald 943 Humberside 
1009 ----Scottish Soc. 1054 Hunter Valley 
927 ----Tarbolton 510 I.CJ. Grangemouth 
149 Elgin 691 Inverness 
974 Elliot Lake 914 Ipswich and West Moreton 

1052 Escom, Koeberg 173 Irvine 
217 Eskdale 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 936 Irvine Lasses 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 900 Irvine Valley 
126 Falkirk 1033 Java 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 
949 Fir Park Club 96 Jed burgh 
865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 979 Jewel Welfare 

(Cambusbarron) 1035 Kansas 
576 Fort Matilda 784 Kelso 
403 Fraserburgh 1034 Kilbarchan 
887 Gainsborough and District 377 Kilbirnie 
187 Galashiels 0 Kilmarnock 
501 Galt 681 ----Cronies 
964 Gambia 996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 
982 Garno ck 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 1042 Kilmaurs Glencairn 
955 Gartwhinzean 1029 Kil winning 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
169 Glasgow Association 323 Kirkcudbright 
263 ----Masonic 693 ----Masonic 
897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 945 Kirklees 

Association 1021 Kuwait 
774 Gloucester Scottish Soceity 578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
198 Gorebridge 660 Langholm Ladies 
430 Gourock 961 Larkhall 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 925 L;mriston, B.C. 
116 Green loaning 661 Leamington and Warwick 
21 Greenock 548 Leeds Caledonian Society 

939 Griffin 461 Leicester 
1037 Grimsay & Cleethorpes 341 Leith 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 1016 Leyland 
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THE MUSIC OF RON GONNELLA 
- SCOTLAND'S FIDDLE MASTER 

SCOTTISH FIRESIDE FIDDLE CHATS 
VOL I (AB 004) - ROBERT BURNS & GOW 
VOL 2 (AB 005) - J SCOTT SKINNER etc. 
VOL 3 (AB 006) - .. A GORDON FOR ME .. etc. 

THE SCOTTISH SOUND OF RON GONNELLA 
PLAYING A STRADIVARIUS (AB 003) 

ALL ABOVE ON CASSETTE ONLY 
U.K. PRICE: £4.99 each (Post Free) - Overseas: add £1.50 

SCOTTISH DANCE MASTERS (DISCS ONLY) 
VOL I (AB 001) VOL 2 (AB 002l VOL 3 (AB 007) 

PRICES: AS FOR AB 003-6 (above) 

THE RON GONNELLA COLLECTIONS OF FIDDLE MUSIC - BOOKS 2 and 3 
PRICE: £2.00 each (Post Free) 

All the abo'e items .:ire instantly available from: 
RON GONNELLA. ··Barga."' 27 Buyd Avenue. Crieff. PH7 3SH. 

Scotland. Tel. 10764 36751 
and 

THE ATHOLL BROSE. 37 Blanchard Road. Cambridge. Mass. 02138. U.S.A. 
T t?lephone: ibl 7 864 8945) 

;North Amflican prices will apply here) 

TO ORDER: CUT OUT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AND TICK ITEMS REQUIRED 

Ensure the Success of your Burns Night 
with our 

'Great Chieftain o' the Puddin'-Race' 

DAVID PALMER 
Butcher 

Scottish Haggis Champions 

3 High Street 
JED BURGH 
Tel: (0835) 63276 

'Mail order service available' 

39 Market Place 
SELKIRK 



No. No. 

1055 Lhanbrycie 706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 1051 Northampton 
366 Liverpool 745 Northumberland and Durham 
360 Lochee Caledonian Society 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 921 Northern Scottish Counties 

1044 Lodge Burns Immortal 17 Nottingham 
1049 Lodge Camperdown 777 Nuneaton 
1057 Lochmaben 932 Old Manor Burns Club 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 919 Orange and District 

1 London 880 Otley and District 
570 ----Clans Association 957 Ottawa 
561 London (Ontario) 748 Ouplaymuir 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 48 Paisley 
984 MacQuarie-Stewart 72 Partick 

1015 Maltby 940 Pembrokeshire 
934 Manama 26 Perth 
822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 511 Perth (West Australia) 
992 March bank 336 Peterhead 
862 Market Rasen and District 284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 

Scottish Association 721 Plymouth 
350 Markinch 535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 

870 Massachusetts 808 Pontefract 
310 Mauchline 688 Poosie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 

726 Melbourne 212 Portobello 
874 Melbourne Masonic 772 Prestwick 

1028 Mercat Hotel 962 Pretoria 
1006 Mexico 585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
637 Millheugh 472 Renfrewshire Association 

626 Moffat and District 720 Retford 
841 Montreal Robert Burns Assoc. 1007 Rhode Island 

983 Montreal General Hospital 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 

242 Montrose 743 Romford Scottish Association 

494 Motherwell United ~ervices 926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 

1001 Mystic Pipe Band 454 Rotherham 
1041 Nanaimo 9 Royalty 
956 Nantwich 1019 Rumbling Bridge 

74 National Memorial 642 Rutherglen 

1020 Netherthird and Craigens 13 St. Andrew's Burns Club 

500 NewCumnock 834 St. Andrew's Society 

985 New Galloway (Altrincham, Sale and District) 

523 N.S.W. Highland Society 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark. 

329 Newark 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 

133 Newarthill 470 St. Giles, Elgin 

199 New battle 220 St. Louis 
293 Newcraighall 973 Salsburgh 
902 Newmarket 948 Saltcoats 
954 Newton, Ayr 941 San Diego 

1025 Newton Lads Midlothian 68 Sandyford 
980 Niagara 629 Sanquhar 
124 Ninety 426 Sauchie 

563 Norfolk 551 Scarborough 

1024 North American Assoc. 314 Scottish (Edin.) 

893 North Bay, Ontario 1027 Scot-Australian Heritage 

971 North Berwick 917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
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Aboune them a' 

Mogerley's 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 
49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 

/RV/NE BURNS CLUB 
Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 28A Eglinton 

Street, Irvine 
(Open Saturday afternoon and by.arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil drawing 
of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock 
Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by Charles M. 
Hardie, A.R.S.A., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the Burns 
Mural and many other treasures. 

Visit the Royal Burgh o·f Irvine Museum, which gives a fascinating 
insight into the history of the Royal Burgh of Irvine, and follow this 
up by looking round Glasgow Vennel with its rehabilitated houses, 
the Heckling Shed where a slide/tape show tells the story of the 
Bard, flax dressing and his time in Irvine, and Burns Lodging House. 
Enquiries to: 
William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 75 Bank Street, IRVINE 
Telephone: Irvine 74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 
Steward: (Telephone: Irvine 74511) 



No. No. 
924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 1056 Toowoomba 
405 Sheffield 1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 813 Tranent '25' 

1023 Skipton 274 Troon 
589 Sol way 1039 Troon Ladies 
965 South Australia Royal 920 Trysting Thorn 

1043 South Australia R.B. Soc. 698 Turri ff 
530 Southern Scottish Counties 237 Uddingston Masonic 
860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 1000 United Glass 

1017 Southwick, Mass. 303 Victoria St. Andrew's Society 
50 Stirling 711 Victorian Scottish Union 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 763 Wakefield 
Perth Association 436 Walney Ladies 

458 Stonehaven 296 Walsall 
907 Stonehouse 968 Warrnambool 
683 Stratford upon Avon 1008 West Cumberland 
889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 664 West Kilbride 
42 Strathearn 1036 West Midlands 

723 Strathpeffer 895 Westerton 
89 Sunderland 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 

444 Swansea 392 Whifflet 
632 Symington 1003 Whiteadder 
791 Swindon Caledonian Society 236 Whitehaven 

1005 Tamworth 536 Whithorn 
810 Thirty Seven Burns Club 696 Whitley Bay and District 

7 Thistle (Glasgow) 730 Wigtown 
754 Thornton Cleveleys 977 Whyalla 
740 Thorn tree 197 Winnipeg 
958 Toledo 890 Wollongong 
935 Torbrex, Stirling 553 Wolverhampton 
710 Toronto 878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
612 Torrance Masonic 718 York St. Andrew Society 
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Peter Anderson 
of Scotland 

Nether Mill 
Huddersfield Street 
Galashiels TDI 3BA 

Tel. 0896 2091 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of the 
World's Largest Range of Pure Wool 

Worsted Tartans. 
Over 700 in stock. 

Made to Measure and Highland 
Dress a Speciality. 

Mill Shop 
Mill Tours 

Museum 

Open 9.00am-5.00pm 
Monday-Friday 

10.30am-2.00pm 
Open Shop Hours 

Supplies to Burns Clubs Worldwide 

'Life is all 
a variorum', 

a booklet of poems ranging 

from the satirical to the 

amusing, and illustrated by 

George Sturges. 
Copies may be had from 

the author, William Speirs, 

the U .F. Manse, Canonbie, 

Dumfriesshire, 

Price £1.30 
including 
packing. 

postage and 

THE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 

~ Highland Outfitters of Distinction 

= - HUGH MACPHERSON (SCOTLAND) LTD. 
17 WEST MAITLAND STREET, HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH 

EH12 5EA (Western continuation of Princes Street) 

Phone: 031 -225 4008 24hr Answering Service 

Edcath(R) 

Bagpipes, Kilts, Tartan Skirts, Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Band Drums and all Accessories. Highland Dress 

for Day and Evening Wear, Pipe Band Uniforms, Evening Sashes, Dance Pumps, Tartan Travel Rugs, Mohair 

Stoles and Scarves, Clan Plaques, Knitwear, Scottish Jewellery:-Gaelic a·nd other Scottish books. 

Fast Delivery-Price Lists by Return. 

"The Wandering Highlander' the fascinating autobiography of Hugh Macpherson, 205 pages, 18 pictures, 18 

chapters. A must for all Scots at home and abroad, Canada 10 dollars, USA9 dollars, both inc. air post. Home 

£2.50 inc. p & p. (In aid of Research into Kidney Diseases.) 

Everything for the Piper, Drummer and Dancer:- NOTHING BUT THE BEST! 



Think! ye may buy the joys o'er dear; 
Remember Tam o· Shanter's meare. 

DINWIDDIE'S of DUMFRIES 
offer a wide range of 

BURNS and SCOTTISH TABLE STATIONERY 
MENU CARDS 

assorted designs, including Tam O' Shanter (above) 
PLACE CARDS 

Burn or St. Andrew's Cross 
NAPKINS 

Burns quotation (4 designs): Thistle; Tartan: 
FLAGS of all nations 

6" x 4" art silk (for table) or large Bunting. 
TARTAN PAPER 

Roya l Stewart-sheets or rolls. 
ROBERT BURNS POEMS & SONGS 

(including Tartan Pocket Editio n) 
COLOUR POSTER of ROBERT BURNS. 

Your enquiries welcome - Write or Telephone -
ROBERT DINWIDDIE & CO. LTD. 

(MRS. MARY GRIERSON) 

34 Great King Street, Dumfries DG I I BD 
Telephone (0387) 55249 Established 1846 




