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LEGLEN WOOD

CAIRN REPAIR
FUND 2007

It has been estimated that the cost of
repairing the damage caused by the 2007

January storm will be in
the region of

£10,000
in order to make the historic Wallace/

Burns site safe to the public.

Donations to the Fund are urgently required
and should be forwarded to

The Robert Burns World Federation
Dean Castle Country Park, Dower House,

Kilmarnock. KA3 1XB.
Ayrshire.

Tel: 01563 572469
E-mail: member@kilmarnock26.freeserve.co.uk

* NOTE The site and Cairn are the property of the Federation *
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A NOVEL IDEA
NUMEROUS Clubs now have the facility to 

produce their own News Sheets, see an excellent 
example on pages 19-22 by Cumbernauld and 
District Burns Club, by Grant Braes Burns Club 
23-26 and Mauchline Burns club 27-30. The 
originals were A4 size which I have reduced to 
fit into the Chronicle. While some of the contents 
are outdated, never the less it is an official record 
on the Club’s activities. I would like members 
to get in touch with me with a view to seeing 
if we could expand the idea of including 
their news, photos etc. in this format for 
inclusion in the Chronicle. The pages designed 
by yourself could be submitted direct to our 
printers as an attachment or by disc, with a hard 
copy to myself.

HISTORICAL SITES
Bearing in mind the Poet’s Anniversary in 

2009 the Heritage Committee are anxious to find 
out details and locations of historical buildings or 
sites reputed to be associated with Robert Burns, 
and have previously been un-recorded. The site 
of “Daddy Auld’s” house in Mauchline has been 
mentioned.

Burns and the Medical Profession ............5

Ross Roy’s Gift to the University of
South Carolina ...................................11

The Political Activism of Robert Burns ....15

An Account of the Whistle Contest ........17

Fresh Approach to the celebrations of
Burns Birthday ...................................18

The Bacchanal of Burns Night ................31

Poet’s Corner .........................................33

Mystery Object at Burns Cottage ............37

The Cutty Sark and her Captains ...........38

Letters to the Editor ...............................43

St. Petersburg Burns Essay Winners........49

Tom McIlwraith – An Appreciation  ........57

Diary of Events ......................................58
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NEW WEBMASTER
Your attention is drawn to Page 44 in this issue 

regarding the appointment of a new WebMaster, 
please make use of this important facility for your 
Club etc.

NOW ON SALE

“WHO’S WHO IN THE
WORLD OF ROBERT BURNS”
Price £11 (incl/post/packing).
Overseas £12.50 surface mail

See Advert back page of this issue.
Entire proceeds to Federation Funds.

Work commenced on this book with 
Lawrence Burness in 1995 when he decided 
that at some future date he would like 
to publish some of his research work. 
Unfortunately Lawrence died in 2004 
which prevented publication. A single 
volume A5 size, perfect bound 144 pages, 
a limited edition of 500. Copies bearing 
the purchaser’s name may be signed if 
requested.

————————

A ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION PUBLICATION

WHO’S WHO
In the World of

ROBERT BURNS

A Biographical Account of

MEMBERS of the POET’S FAMILY
and DESCENDANTS

Including FRIENDS and ASSOCIATES of the Poet during
His lifetime.

Compiled and edited by
PETER J. WESTWOOD

(Editor The Burns Chronicle)

SUPPORT THE AIMS OF THE
ROBERT BURNS WORLD 

FEDERATION
BY PURCHASING A SHARE/S IN

THE 200 CLUB
A single share in the Club

costs £12 per annum.
Cash prizes to the lucky winner are paid

out three to four times a year

For further details contact:
Moira Rennie Dunsmore,

5 Southwark Close,
Stevenage, Herts. SG1 4PG.
Telephone: 01438 228366

250th BIRTH
ANNIVERSARY MEDAL

 
In view of the Federation’s sales of the 

Bi-centenary Medal in 1996 (sold out). It is 
proposed to issue a medal to commemorate the 
250th Anniversary of the Birth of Robert Burns, 
2009.

Cost around £17.00
Would include the medal, ribbon, bar and 

clasp and box with the Federation logo printed 
inside.

Available by subscription indicate your wish 
to purchase to your club secretary or federation 
office. Depending on the response an application 
form would be made available.
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BURNS AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 
SPECULATION ON A HITHERTO 
UNMENTIONED FACTOR IN HIS 

PREMATURE DEATH
By Roy Scott and Dick Duncan.

Sandyford and Cumbernauld and District Burns Clubs.

The problems which Burns experienced with regard to his health have long been a fascinating 
topic. If we examine the interplay between the poet and the healing craft, it is possible to divide 
the subject into four main headings, all of which could have played a significant role in his general 

state of health and well being.
Firstly there is the general state of health in the population; secondly the illnesses which affected the 

poet in his short life; thirdly the medical personnel with whom he was acquainted both as a patient and 
also as a friend and finally there has always been great debate and speculation as to not only the cause 
of his premature death, but possible factors which gradually reduced his physical and mental well being. 
Social factors must also be considered as being important in contributing to his physical deterioration.

It is possible from a study of his writings to realise that he was never wholly a well man, and often 
his diminished powers, both physical and mental, were secondary to his impoverished state. His natural 
powers of observation demonstrated in his poetry and letters indicated that he clearly had picked up 
quite a knowledge of medical facts which he used very effectively especially when unveiling cant and 
stupidity.

General social conditions, poverty and quacks.
It has to be realised that in his life time there were crop failures in 1762 ;1771; 1782 and  1795. 

Hence the often quoted words of Gilbert Burns as recorded by Hans Hecht in his biography of Robert 
Burns,

“Butcher meat was a stranger in  our  house”
Writing to his father from Irvine in 1781 Burns commented
“I foresee that poverty and obscurity probably await  me”
and the very telling postscript to this letter that
“My meal is nearly out but I am going to borrow till I get more”
Like the rest of the population Burn was subjected to poor hygiene and sanitation in general along 

with the endemic diseases of the time including small pox, malaria or “the ague” and others classified 
as consumption including therein tuberculosis. His concern over the ravages of small pox he set down 
in a letter to Mrs. Dunlop in 1790.

“ I am every day expecting the doctor to give your little godson the small pox. They are rife in 
the community and I tremble for his fate.”

It should be realised that vaccination in Burns time was not the refined cow pox  vaccine introduced 
in the next century by Edward Jenner.

The significance of the crop failures is paramount in the life of the population. Famine relief was not 
organised in the community in Scotland unti1789. Those who could not  store food for the winter or a 
“rainy day” were vulnerable. Burns knew this and we get  an idea of his awareness when he makes Fisher 
in Holy Willie’s Prayer curse Gavin Hamilton the lawyer and gentleman when Fisher says

“Curse thou his basket and his store, Kail and Potatoes” 
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These lines give us a clue concerning a possible hidden factor in his slowly deteriorating general 
health.

Perhaps we get the best example of Burns acute observation of medical matters when he realises 
that “Black  Jock” cannot save the life of a young woman. This he records  in his letter to John Goldie of 
Kilmarnock. He concludes with the final lines 

“Gane in a gallopin’ consumption
Not a’ her quacks wi a’ their gumption
Can save her” 
Burns classic attack on a “quack” was his delightful satire and castigation of Wilson the Tarbolton 

teacher. He ridicules the teacher’s spouting forth of Latin names and lists his “medicines” terminating 
in such “efficacious ?” nonsense as

“midge tail clippings”.
General and mental health 
Burns when young expected to live to a ripe old age. He said so to Ellison Begbie
“ I can look forward and see that, even then, though bent down with wrinkled age I will regard 

my E--”
and to his brother poet David Sillar
“Auld age ne’er mind a fig”
The mood was very different when he wrote to his father in 1781 with an explanation as to why he 

could not celebrate the new year with his family.
My health is nearly the same as when you were here only my sleep is a little  sounder--though 

I mend by slow degrees.
We realise that he was in some kind of mental torment when to his father he expressed an almost 

suicidal thought that-
I am quite transported at the thought that ‘ere long’ perhaps very soon I shall  bid an eternal 

adieu to all the pains and uneasiness and disquietudes of this weary life. For I assure you I am 
heartily tired of it.

and the lines
The soul uneasy and confin’d at home
Rests and expatiates in a life to come
Prepared and daily preparing to meet them
When taken with the comment that he was having difficulty in sleeping it is  not likely to be a 

mis-diagnosis to conclude that he was clinically depressed. The aetiology of his mental state could be 
secondary to a physical illness probably combined with fatigue, overwork, and a modicum of starvation 
which he hinted at when he told his father that his meal was nearly out and that borrowing was the 
answer to that problem.

From the time of his sojourn in Irvine, we begin to have hints of a less than robust individual as 
when he informed John Murdoch in 1783

For although indolent yet so far as an extremely delicate constitution permits
Prior to 1786 Burns was more than aware of the effects of poverty, the lack of proper medical services 

and social services for the majority of the population, the self  confessed mental torture which haunted 
him and the effects of overworking. We know that he was the principle labourer on the various small 
farms which his family had tenanted .He was clearly aware of the personal dissipation caused by alcohol 
and  repeatedly denied any involvement with drink, at least in his younger days.

Association with the medical profession.
Throughout his life Burns was closely allied to a variety of medical practitioners. There are a few 

who were friends of a slightly more intimate nature. We get an insight into these relationships from Dr. 
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Findlay who, in his book Burns and the Medical Profession (1898) noted that his relationship with the 
clergy in the persons of “new licht” ministers and lawyers was a bit fraught. Findlay confirmed that Burns 
treated the clergy with scathing satire which was returned by hatred and denunciation by the ministers 
and that this attitude persisted long after his death. By contrast, but with one exception, Burns  never 
wrote anything derogatory about the medical profession. He disliked the Munro medical fraternity and 
directed his phlegm at Alexander Munro Secundus in the lines

Those cut throat bandits in the paths of fame
Bloody dissectors worse than the Munros.
The first close medical friend was Dr. John Mackenzie of Mauchline with whom Burns  struck up 

a friendship at the age of 24 and not at that time in any way famous. John Mackenzie is the “common 
sense” in the “Holy Fair“. This is the man who introduced  Burns to such notables as Professor Dugald 
Stewart, Sir John Whitefoord and the Hon. Henry Erskine. Along with David Sillar Dr. MacKenzie chaired 
the first Burns Supper held at the Irvine Burns Club in 1827.

National fame came to Robert Burns when the Kilmarnock edition was published in 1786. On 
his first visit to Edinburgh he was introduced to perhaps one of the most distinguished medical men 
of his day namely Professor Gregory the Professor of the Practice of Medicine at the University, a man 
with a connection the famous Sir Archibald Alison the Sheriff of Lanarkshire, and to whose father the 
Rev. Archibald Alison, Burns wrote a letter in 1791. A famous repartee took place between Burns and 
Gregory at the table of Lord Monbodo. 

Dr. Gregory was curious about Burns and started to ask him about his father
Well Burns what sort of man was your father? A tall man?
Yes ; rather
A dark complexioned man ? 
Yes
And your mother?
My mother was not a man at all Sir.
The mighty Doctor was thus brought to reality and an awareness of the razor sharp wit of the poet. 

They became great friends.
Gregory sent Burns a copy of the book Ciceros Select Orations and Burns inscribed the book with 

the following words
This book, a present from the truly worthy and learned Dr. Gregory, I shall preserve to my 

latest hour as a mark of the gratitude, esteem and veneration I  bear the donor; so help me God.
After he died, a so called friend of the family, Dr. Currie of Liverpool decided that he  could best 

help the widow by writing a biography of the poet. Unfortunately Currie was  a great believer in total 
abstinence and roundly condemned Burns by claiming he was an alcoholic and infected with venereal 
disease. Currie wrote that Burns was

“perpetually stimulated by alcohol in one or other of it’s various forms. His  temper became 
irritable and gloomy. He fled from himself into society often of the lowest kind”

Currie also stated that wine increased his sensibility and created uncontrolled passion and in his 
words

“he who suffers the pollution of inebriation how shall he escape the other pollution?”
Gilbert Burns, who had cooperated with Currie by handing over every available document, was 

less than pleased with the conclusion especially since he was not given the opportunity to examine the 
manuscript prior to publication. Mrs. Riddell, writing  under the pseudonym “Candidior”, defended the 
poet’s reputation as did Findlater,  Burns superior in the Excise, who testified to his good character in 
a letter to a Mr Peterkin.

Illnesses in last ten years of life
From the time of the Kilmarnock Edition in 1786 the last ten years of his life
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Revealed a progressive downturn in his general health. There are a series of well recognised episodes 
of illness or injury recorded in his correspondence.

When we examine the continuing stream of letters , Burns regularly complained about  “indigestion” 
as in 1786 when he wrote to Mr. John Ballantine  

--and have suffered ever since I came to town with a miserable headache and stomach complaint 
but am now a good deal better

To Dr Moore, the Glasgow Surgeon and father of Sir John Moore of Corunna he wrote
--but I am now confined with some lingering complaints originating as I take it in the 

stomach
In Edinburgh he was confined to bed after a fall and was looked after by Lang Sandy Wood who had 

been brought in by Professor Gregory. He was frustrated when confined  to bed and took some time to 
recover. He expressed a great admiration for Mr. Wood

I am much interested in that best of men Mr. Wood
When he had recovered, he set out on various tours of his native land. On one occasion in 1787 he 

described a drinking session in a letter to Mr. James Smith of Linlithgow when Burns acted as “the high 
priest” at a carousel

We all kneeled. Our worthy landlord’s son held the bowl; each man a full glass in his hand and 
I as priest repeated some rhyming nonsense 

And we dined at another good fellow’s house and consequently pushed the bottle
When we went out to mount our horses we found ourselves “no verra fou  but gaylie yet”
He continued to have stomach problems and in 1788 he wrote to Mr. Peter Hill
--I have this week been plagued with indigestion. Indigestion is the devil; nay ‘tis the devil and 

all. It besets a man in every one of his senses. I lose my appetite at the site of successful knavery 
and sicken to loathing at the noise of self important folly

I suppose such scenes of jolly good company could lead to a diagnosis of Chronic Gastritis or even 
Pancreatitis .

However although we do not think Burns was likely to refuse a drink if offered one, especially when 
in good company, I doubt if he could to any great extent afford to spend money on alcohol. He had a 
major problem of constant poverty. As late as 1787 he was writing to Dr. Moore that 

I was born a poor man’s son
Burns had very little spare money and we get some idea of this when he enthusiastically  informs his 

friend Robert Ainslie of the benefits the post with the Excise would bring to  him and his family
As I look to the Excise scheme as a certainty of maintainance ---luxury to what either Mrs. 

Burns or I were born.
After he moved to Ellisland Burns was involved in trying to build a house and at the same time 

endeavoured to travel as often as possible to Ayrshire. This in winter time was a terrible journey. In 1788 
he stated to Mr. Beugo engraver in Edinburgh that 

He spent almost half his time in Ayrshire
At the farm he was, as he described to Miss Chalmers, living in dreadful conditions
For this hovel that I shelter in, while occasionally here, is pervious to every blast that blows 

and every shower that falls ; I am only preserved from being chilled to death by being suffocated 
with smoke

On his travels to Ayrshire he ran into difficulties as when he tried to stay at Bailie  Whigams Inn in 
Sanquhar. A funeral party arrived and he had to ride a further 12 miles  to New Cumnock. He described 
the horrors of this winter journey to Dr. Moore in 1789

The frost was keen and the grim evening and howling wind were ushering in a  night of snow 
and drift. My horse and I were both much fatigued.
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His old problem of some form of depression recurred and he transcribed his thoughts on the matter 
to Mrs. Dunlop.

I am a good deal inclined to think with those who maintain that what are called nervous 
affections are in fact disease of the mind 

What did cause him the most concern was the continuing problem which he had throughout his 
life viz: poverty. Referring to poverty as such, he gives us a clue as to why persons such as Currie would 
condemn him in that in the minds of those with a snobbish or blinkered bias somebody who was poor 
was automatically likely to have a low moral value and inclination. Burns castigating poverty as such 
said

Owing to thee the man of unfortunate disposition and neglected education is condemned as 
a fool for his dissipation and shunned as a needy wretch when his follies as usual bring him to 
want

In 1790 he again referred to poverty in a letter to Mr. Hill
Poverty thou half sister of death
This is a very telling comment and perhaps more significant as a factor in his untimely and premature 

demise than has previously been appreciated.
In 1794 in one of his many letters to Mrs. Dunlop Burns made reference to an illness which hitherto 

he had not mentioned
My medical friends threatened me with the flying  gout; but I trust they are mistaken
His principle physician by this time was his friend Dr. Maxwell who treated Burns with mercury 

based medicines and who also sent him in his latter days for sea bathing at the Brow Well.
In 1795 in another letter to Mrs. Dunlop he referred to stiffening of his joints
What a transient business is life! Very lately I was a boy; but t’other day I was a  young man: 

and already I feel the rigid fibre and stiffening joints of old age  coming fast o’er my frame.
At this time he was 36 years old.!!
The end came very quickly in July 1796. Before he died he again referred to 
--an inveterate rheumatism has reduced me to such a state of debility and my appetite is so 

totally gone that I can scarcely stand on my legs--
this was recorded in a letter to his brother Gilbert on the 10th. of July.
Cause of death.
This leaves us with the problem of determining the cause of death. Needless to say very many 

distinguished medical persons have added their thoughts to the possible  pathological conditions which 
could have contributed to the final illness. Let us examine a few of the accepted ideas as expounded 
in the medical literature. It should always be remembered that Burns was dead before the stethoscope 
was invented by the French Physician Laennec who first described the instrument in1819. The clinical 
thermometer arrived at an even later date. These facts should indicate caution in jumping to conclusions 
of a clinical nature.

One of the earliest to comment on the cause of death was a Dr. John Thomson who in 1884 
considered that Burns was a victim of his medical attendants in that he had been poisoned by the 
medication, principally mercury compounds, which Dr. Maxwell prescribed. In 1971 Professor Lenihan 
found increased but non toxic levels of mercury in a hair sample from Robert Burns which was analysed 
using atomic absorption techniques.

The first doctor of standing to make a rational approach to consideration of the known facts was 
Sir James Crichton-Browne who in 1926 put forward the hypothesis that Burns  died from Rheumatic 
Heart Disease complicated by Sub -Acute Bacterial Endocarditis i.e. the growth of bacteria on diseased 
heart valves. One of the most exhaustive analyses was reported in the Scottish Medical Journal in 1982 
by the late Professor Watson  Buchanan. My former colleague Watson extensively explored the known 
facts and  pointed out that Burns, because of his close involvement with animals, could have  contracted 
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Brucellosis or Relapsing Fever. Another point well made was that Burns two years before his death wrote 
his “Address to the toothache”. A rotten tooth could easily have been a source of the bacterial infection 
which ultimately affected his  heart valve (s).

I wish to proffer another potential cause or at least a major contributing factor in his  death. This 
depends on repeated declarations throughout his life by the poet such as the declaration by his brother 
that

“Butcher meat was a stranger in our house”
In the life time of Robert Burns there were, as stated above, major crop failures. We have a man of 

considerable intelligence who repeatedly stated how he was plagued with poverty. People in his social 
class were unable to store food and what is more did not grow potatoes. Burns was aware of this and 
hence the significance of his making Willie Fisher in Holy Willie’s Prayer spitefully castigate the middle 
class lawyer Gavin Hamilton

Curse thou his kail and potatoes 
In Burns time the potato had only recently been introduced into Scotland but was not grown by 

all and sundry. It carries special nutritional value in that it has a high content  of Vitamin C. Indeed 
before the introduction of easily available citrus fruits into our diet, the humble potato was the major 
source of this Vitamin which cannot be synthesised by the human body. We must ingest Vitamin C. in 
its pure form. The lack of this specific Vitamin was recognised by James Lind who made every effort to 
have  good supplies available in the diets of the sailors in the Royal Navy or mariners who undertook 
long sea voyages. Another group likely to suffer serious effects from Scurvy were the early explorers who 
ventured into the Arctic and Antarctic wastes. Reading the reports of the illnesses which affected the 
latter adventurers, it is obvious that before full blown scurvy was evident the subjects, who were Vitamin 
C. deficient, were showing  symptoms of a less Acute Scurvy. They were often described as being weak, 
easily disoriented, subject to depression (often described as despair), and lacking the physical strength 
to undertake such tasks as erecting a tent or pulling a sledge. They often had problems with their teeth 
and in the full blown clinical picture bleeding tendencies  especially from their gums.

In the experimental laboratory it has been shown that when superadded infection is deliberately 
given to an animal deprived of Vitamin C. but not to the extent found in  full blown Scurvy there emerges 
a picture where the animal shows signs similar to those of Rheumatic Heart Disease and the closely allied 
Rheumatoid Arthritis. Padayatty and Levine writing in the Canadian Medical Association Journal in 2001 
examined various aspects of the biochemistry of Vitamin C. (Ascorbic Acid). In volunteers when the 
Vitamin C. intake was reduced it was demonstrated that in less than one month the plasma Vitamin C. 
levels fell significantly. With blood concentrations which are less  than those found in overt Scurvy the 
subjects experienced fatigue which is a non specific complaint. In various other scientific papers it has 
been confirmed that signs and symptoms associated with Sub-Acute Scurvy include cardiac irregularities 
with symptoms similar to those found in Rheumatic Heart Disease, joint pains (flying gout) , and upper 
intestinal symptoms including “indigestion ”.  

In considering the wider social implications one group of scientists consider that economic conditions 
are relevant in those suffering from Sub-Acute Scurvy. (Weisberger; Young; Morse.2003)

From his writings, as shown above, Robert Burns describes and relates very many symptoms which 
can be easily attributed to Sub- Acute Scurvy, a possible factor in enhancing other diseases to which he 
might have been subjected.

Significantly the United Nations has declared 2008 the year of the potato due to this simple item of 
food being significant in the provision of food and the prevention of poverty. Burns has inspired many 
concepts of the United Nations such as his ideas of universal brotherhood and humanity. We wonder if 
by chance his death has inspired a course of action which will, once again, improve the lot of his fellow 
mortals.

*Roy Scott is a retired Consultant Urologist.
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PROFESSOR ROSS 
ROY’S GIFT OF
ROBERT BURNS 
MANUSCRIPTS

TO THE
UNIVERSITY OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
January 25, 2008

By Frank R. Shaw, FSA Scot, 
Dawsonville, GA, USA

It was a distinct honor to be invited by the 
University of South Carolina’s Interim Dean 
of Libraries, Dr. Tom McNally, and his wife 

Kim to join a small group of friends and associates 
of Dr. Ross and Lucie Roy on the 249th birthday 
anniversary of Robert Burns, Scotland’s Immortal 
Bard. We gathered on campus in the Thomas 
Cooper Library for this history-making event. It 
is not every day that a manuscript of Burns is 
made available to the public, but on that Friday 
afternoon, history in Scottish literature was made 
when more than 20 documents in Robert Burns’s 
hand were turned over as a gift/purchase to the 
rare books library.

In this writer’s opinion, Dr. Roy is the most 
preeminent Burns scholar in the world today. He 
is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of English 
& Comparative Literature at South Carolina’s 
flagship public university, founded in 1801, 
and is the recipient of two earned doctorates 
from the University of Montreal and the 
Sorbonne (University of Paris), and an honorary 
doctorate from the University of Edinburgh. Dr. 
Roy collected his many Burns items during an 
accomplished teaching career that included the 
University of Montreal, University of Alabama, 
Texas Tech University and, since 1965, the 
University of South Carolina where he taught for 
25 years before retiring. 

This is not the first time the university 
and Dr. Roy have collaborated regarding Burns. 
The Rare Books Library at USC already has 
the largest collection of Robert Burns’s books 
and memorabilia outside Scotland, the G. Ross 
Roy Collection of Robert Burns, Burnsiana, and 
Scottish poetry.  Interestingly, Dr. Roy’s love of 
Robert Burns and Scotland, as well as all things 
Scottish, including haggis, started when Dr. Roy 
was taken to Scotland as an eight-year-old lad 
in 1932 by his grandfather, W. Ormiston  Roy, a 
Burns enthusiast himself, who instilled the love of 
Burns in his grandson.

Dr. Andrew A. Sorensen, President of the 
University of South Carolina, spoke briefly during 
the ceremony on his reflections as a theology 
student in Edinburgh. He is the third University 
of South Carolina president to have attended the 
University of Edinburgh. 

“Because Scotland is the only country in the 
world in which the state church is Presbyterian, 
to an aspiring Presbyterian clergy studying in 
Edinburgh is analogous to Roman Catholic 
seminarians heading for Rome or rabbinical 
scholars going to Jerusalem. “Imagine my delight 
upon arriving in Edinburgh to be appointed 
student assistant to the Minister of the Kirk of the 
Canongate. “

Dr. Sorensen mentioned the “Scottish threads 
woven into the very warp and woof” of the 

Dr. Ross Roy holding his annotated copy of the Poet’s 
Edinburgh Edition of Poems. 

Photo: Paul Schultz.
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university’s history, including Professor George 
Armstrong Wauchope who “wrote the lyrics of 
our university’s Alma Mater and set it to the tune 
of ‘Flow Gently, Sweet Afton’ whose original lyrics 
were composed by none other than Bobby Burns, 
whose birthday we celebrate today. Burns’s own 
Clarinda is buried in the graveyard of the Kirk of 
the Canongate where I was an assistant, and some 
of Burns’s letters to her are now housed in the 
Thomas Cooper Library.”

He went on to say, “I am eternally 
grateful to the Scots for their warm reception 
of this Scandinavian-American. The unfailing 
graciousness and consistently warm spirit of the 
Scots is vividly etched in my mind, and to this day 
those memories cause tears to well up in my eyes 
every time the bagpipers begin their haunting, 
piercing rendition of ‘Scotland the Brave’.”

Dr. Sorenson concluded his remarks with a 
toast:

“Here’s to Scotland, here’s to the University 
of South Carolina, and – most especially – here’s 
to Professor and Mrs. Roy.”

Dr. Patrick Scott, Director of Rare Books and 
Special Collections, briefly told how the Roy 

Collection books came to the library, beginning 
in 1989.  The collection regularly attracts scholars 
and researchers to Columbia from Scotland and 
many other countries round the world.  The 
library had long hoped that Dr. Roy would add 
the manuscripts to the books, and it is wonderful 
that they have come in time for Burns’s 250th 
anniversary next year.  Along with all the Burns 
manuscripts, a cameo, a statue, and related 
Burnsiana, the gift includes other Scottish items, 
such the long-lost early bust of Hugh MacDiarmid 
by the Scottish sculptor Benno Schmidt, and the 
copy of Whitman’s Leaves of Grass with a chain 
of autograph inscriptions leading from Whitman 
himself to Dr. Roy’s grandfather, who gave it to Dr. 
Roy.  What Dr. Roy would be handing over today 
was just a small portion of the gift.

In the ceremony that followed, Dr. Roy 
formally presented representative items from the 
new gift to Dr. Sorensen, who accepted on behalf 
of the university, while Dr. Roy explained the 
significance of each item to lovers of Burns. 

The first of the three items was a 1787 copy 
of the Burns Edinburgh edition of Poems, Chiefly 
in the Scottish Dialect, annotated by Burns for his 

From left to right: Dr. Sorensen, President University of South Carolina, Ross Roy (holding the Poet’s porridge bowl)
and Lucie Roy. 

Photo: Paul Schultz.
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friend Robert Ainslie. In the printed text Burns 
followed the practice of that time of giving the 
first and last initial of a name with asterisks in 
between when writing about someone, but for 
his friend he wrote in the actual names in over 
thirty places.  The folks back home would not 
have much difficulty figuring out who Burns was 
writing, but the people in Edinburgh wouldn’t 
have had a clue. This unique volume also contains 
Ainslie’s ownership signature, an autograph letter 
from Burns to Ainslie dated October 11, 1788, 
and a portion of another letter from Burns dated 
October 18, 1788 that was probably tipped in by 
a later owner.  Otherwise, it stands to reason, the 
whole letter would be present.  

The second presentation was a famous signed 
letter from Burns to “Clarinda,” Agnes McLehose 
from early 1787.  In it, where Burns writes about 
weeping with emotion, there is a blot on the page.  
A reader today has to determine if it is a tear drop, 
as believed by Mrs. Roy, or as I have heard Dr. 
Roy say on more than one occasion, it could be 
a drop of whisky! When Dr. Roy tells this part of 
the story, there is always a chuckle and a smile on 
his face. The letter is part of the correspondence 
between the two under the names as “Sylvander” 
and “Clarinda,” perhaps as a literary device or 
game, but perhaps also to disguise their identities 
because Mrs. McLehose was a married woman 

estranged from her husband who was out of the 
country. As Frank Sinatra sang years ago, these 
“Strangers in the Night” more than likely became 
lovers in a bizarre courtship if not “at first sight”.

The last gift was Burns’s wooden porridge 
bowl as displayed at the Glasgow Burns Centenary 
Exhibition in 1896. It was photographed in the 
Memorial Catalogue Exhibition, a copy of which 
is in my own personal Burns library.  Dr. Roy 
was with his grandfather when he purchased 
it in 1932, during their trip to Britain together. 
At a reception following the event, the Burns 
bowl was lined with tin foil, filled with peanuts, 
and served to guests so everyone could say they 
had eaten from Burns’s porridge bowl.  I helped 
myself twice! 

I conclude this article, as Dr. Sorenson 
did his speech, with an acknowledgement of 
indebtedness to Dr. Patrick Scott for his assistance 
in furnishing me information regarding the three 
gifts. I would also like to thank Dr. Roy. In a 
phone conversation with him just this afternoon, 
he said to me, “Any time you want to call, I’m 
happy to tell you anything I know. I’ll answer any 
of your questions.” Thank you, Ross. You have 
always been a gentleman willing to work with me 
on this and other articles, as well as a wonderful 
inspiration to me.
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Pictured after the presentation, Left: Dr. 
Tom McNally, Interim Dean of Libraries at 
the University of South Carolina, who have 
a Scottish Library of over 20,000 volumes, 
and Burnsian Frank Shaw, who like Ross 
has built up an impressive collection of 
books on the life and works of the Poet.

Below: Poet’s letter to  Clarinda.
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THE POLITICAL ACTIVISM OF
ROBERT BURNS

(By Priscilla J. Kucik)

Robert Burns had a problem with authority. And this rebellion, not always justified, enabled him to 
write powerful poetry advocating freedom of all kinds – personal, sexual, religious and political.
In his childhood, he rebelled against parental authority. His parents had a good marriage but it 

was truly a marriage of opposites. His mother, Agnes Broun, was a vivacious redhead, who sang bawdy 
songs while doing housework. Her husband was a stern Calvinist. When Robert Burns wanted to take 
dance lessons, his father forbade it. The elder Burns knew exactly what happened when young couples 
danced together. So did Robert Burns, which was why he wanted to learn to dance. He did take lessons, 
despite his father’s objections. He also wore his hair in a pony tail, an affectation guaranteed to annoy 
the older generation.

He also rebelled against the authority of the church in his youth. The Presbyterian church did not 
have an overall governing person or body, a rejection of Catholicism. The local parish determined its 
focus. This often came down to the personality of the parish minister. Many were strict and appalled 
by their parishioners’s sad state of sin. Couples caught indulging in sex before marriage were publically 
shamed in front of the congregation standing on the 3-legged “fornicating stool”. One of Burns’ friends 
was denounced for having his servants work in the garden on the Sabbath. Change was in the air 
between the “auld lichts” (old lights) who favoured the conservative religion and the “new lichts” (new 
lights), also called moderates or rationalists. The latter group felt (in the words of an old Scottish song) 
that John Calvin preached “a doctorine so cold that it froze the heart of a man.” But that change had 
not occurred yet. Robert Burns felt it was better to be an honest sinner than a religious hypocrite, sadly 
not understanding that there is a third choice. However, his religious satire is superb.

His poems on local politics are long and, unless one knows all of the people involved, can be 
tedious to modern readers.

However, then as now, the national and international politics – the geopolitical scene – was where 
the action was and where major changes could be made. And Burns threw himself wholeheartedly 
into the fray, publically until he applied for a civil service job in the government and less obviously 
thereafter.

Burns was raised in a turbulent political era. He was born in 1759, fourteen years after the Battle of 
Culloden. As a teenager, it wasn’t ancient history but stories heard from the eyewitnesses and survivors. 
When he was in his twenties, the young America declared war on England – and won! Such a precedent 
was sure to attract Scots in a personal way. Burns read Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine and other freedom 
writers and had a surprisingly deep knowledge of American history. In his thirties, the ten-year French 
Revolution began, gaining Scottish (and Burns’) support in the beginning. When it degenerated into a 
mob-crazed bloodbath, public sentiment changed. Moreover, near the time of Burns’ death, many Scots 
were emigrating to America, believing the French invasion of Scotland to be imminent. Burns did not 
live in a time of political apathy.

Someone once said there is something wrong with a person who is not a liberal in his youth and a 
conservative in his old age. On the other hand, the existential philosopher Jean Paul Sartre’s motto was 
“Get worse”, get more radical with age. In a sense, both are right. Politics are not static and a political 
animal is a thinking animal. Beliefs change as more information is available or as the situation changes. 
And Robert Burns was no different.

At one point in his life, Robert Burns realized that farming would not support his growing family. 
He did not forsee his death at the age of thirty-seven but he knew his health was failing and he might 
not see his children grow to adulthood. So he decided to apply for a government civil service job to 
supplement his income.

ˇ
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Robert Burns was a thinking political independent. In the beginning, he wore “the buff and the 
blue” of the Whig party. (Later, when he wrote the famous line “to bide by the buff and the blue”, it 
no longer referred to the Whig Party but to the St. Andrew’s flag.) His patrons were Whigs and the son 
of his landloard was running for office on the Whig ticket in Dumfries. He was soon disillusioned by 
the party and joined the opposing party, the Tories. However, when his friend Patrick Heron ran on the 
Whig ticket twice, he voted for him as the best candidate. Political affiliation was tricky and sometime 
dangerous, so Burns knew he was taking a risk voting his mind. It was also a poetical risk – the public 
only buys your poetry if it likes you. And there financial repercussions should he lose his job. Burns 
was a rebel but not a martyr. But doesn’t that strike a note with Baby Boomers? At a certain point, they 
grew up. They needed to keep a job. They wanted their family and friends to like them. But the passion 
was still there. Instead of marching in the street against hunger, they work in food pantries. Burns faced 
the same turning point in his life.

Adam Smith, economist and the author of “The Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations”, 
whom Burns met through the Masons, thought a customs job as a salt officer would be perfect for 
him. During the many down times, Burns could read and write poetry. Unfortunately, the job available 
was an excise man, or tax collector. Not only had Burns once written a derogatory poem, “The Deil’s 
Awa w’ the Excise Man”, but the job involved long, strenuous trips on horseback in the cold and rain 
(which helped hasten his death) and days away from home. Moreover, it entailed a great amount of 
prepartory study, learning mathematical formulas and instruments (such as a hydrometer) and the study 
time was unpaid. The job paid decently and allowed for a percentage of seized smuggled goods, but 
most importantly, had not only a retirement pension but also a widow’s and orphans’ benefit, both 
very rare at that time.

However, another requirement for the excise was “good moral character”. Since he was known to 
have two children at home (the maximum allowed for entrance to the excise), he started referring to 
Jean Armour as his wife and quickly married her.

An excise officer was not to have extreme political views. Although Robert Burns may have backed 
down, he did not recant. Instead, he went “underground”. He became involved in local and church, 
not national politics. He published poems anonymously. He collected songs and wrote patriotic songs 
about past events, as in “Scots Wha Hae”. He used humor, much in the medieval tradition where the 
jester can speak the truth and go unpunished. He used dream sequences, put social commentary in the 
mouths of animals, not people, and views about the French Revolution were presented as being about 
the American Revolution. Instead of writing a patriotic poem criticising King George, he wrote an ode 
praising George Washington, who had all the virtues the present King George lacked and fought the 
(previous) tyrant English King. The passion was there, but it had to be disguised.

In the early 1790’s, the political climate became ugly and dangerous. Simple “crimes” such as 
possession of a box having a French Revolution motto or a book by Thomas Paine could lead to seven 
years transporation to Australia, which amounted to a death sentence. Those who were actually alive at 
the end of that time returned to Scotland physically and mentally destroyed. This was not paranoia on 
Burns’ part – it happened to two of his friends. The mood of the time was reminiscent of the McCarthy 
Era in the 1950’s in the United States. People lost their livelihood for what they believed not what they 
did. Many saved themselves by destroying other careers. One actress was blacklisted because the move 
script required her to say “Share and share alike” – proof she was a communist. Burns did not have the 
luxury of being a martyr. He had a family. Tough times, tough decisions. But as a result, his creativity 
flourished, as his soul could not remain silent or his pen idle.

Robert Burns died in 1796 but his political activism lived on. Years ago, in a voter registration 
fraud investigation, it was discovered that in Chicago, the statue of Robert Burns had voted in every 
election.
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As the authentic prose history of the Whistle 
is interesting, here is the story. In the train of 
Anne, Princess of Denmark, when she came to 
Scotland with her husband James the Sixth, was 
a Danish gentleman of gigantic stature and great 
prowess who was a matchless devotee of Bacchus. 
He had a curious ebony Ca’ or Whistle, which, at 
the beginning of the orgies, he laid on the table, 
and whoever was last able to blow the Whistle, 
everybody else being disabled by the potency of 
the bottle, was to carry off the Whistle as a trophy 
of victory.

The Dane produced credentials of his vic-
tories, without a single defeat, at the Courts of 
Copenhagen, Stockholm, Moscow, Warsaw, and 
several of the petty Courts of Germany, and chal-
lenged the Scottish Bacchanalians to the alterna-
tive of trying his prowess, or else of acknowledg-
ing their inferiority. After many overthrows on the 
part of the Scots, the Dane was encountered by 
Sir Robert Laurie of Maxwelton, ancestor to the 
Sir Robert of the poem, who, after three days and 
nights’ claret-shed left the Scandinavian dead-
drunk, “And blew on the Whistle his requiem shrill.”

Sir Walter Laurie, son to Sir Robert before 
mentioned, afterwards lost the Whistle to Walter 
Riddell of Glenriddell, who had married the 
sister of Sir Walter. On Friday, the Sixteenth 
of October, 1789, the Whistle was once more 
contended for, as related in the Ballad, by the 
present Sir Robert Laurie of Maxwelton; Robert 
Riddell, Esq., of Glenriddell, lineal descendant 
and representative of Walter Riddell, who won 
the Whistle, and in whose family it had continued 
and Alexander Fergusson, Esq., of Craigdarroch, 
likewise descended of the great Sir Robert; which 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE WHISTLE CONTEST
AS GIVEN BY ROBERT BURNS

(SLIGHTLY ABRIDGED)

BY DAVID SIBBALD
last gentleman carried off the hard-won honors of 
the field. (R. B. 1792.)

In a memorandum of the signed agreement 
between the contestants there also appears the 
names of John McMurdo, Judge and both George 
Johnston and Patrick Miller as witnesses. 

There is an element of doubt as to whether 
Burns was actually present throughout the con-
test or whether his role was merely to give this an 
imperishable record in verse but in the poem he 
does say that he was present to record the details 
so why should we doubt this?

So much for the poem and the history of the 
whistle but what of the painting (on cover of this 
issue) which is held in a private collection. The 
winner was Alexander Fergusson of Craigdarrach, 
seated and blowing the whistle. Under the table is 
Sir Robert Laurie of Maxwelton and asleep in the 
chair is Robert Riddell of Glenriddell. The event 
took place at Friars’ Carse (Riddell’s residence) 
on 16th October 1789. The gentleman standing 
behind Robert Riddell must be John McMurdo 
and Burns is holding a tankard aloft.

The painting came into a family collec-
tion some 100 years ago and despite repeated 
inspections no signature has been found on the 
work. As it is oil on canvas it is believed that it is 
Edwardian or Victorian. The owner’s uncle was 
a great collector of paintings and this has been 
passed on.

Is it possible that anyone can shed more light 
on this painting.

“I sing of a Whistle, a Whistle of worth, I sing of 
a Whistle, the pride of the North, Was brought to the 
court of our good Scottish King, And along with this 
Whistle All Scotland shall ring.”
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A FRESH 
APPROACH TO THE 
CELEBRATION OF 
BURNS BIRTHDAY
The Halton Peel Burns Club and the Robert 

Burns Society of Doon, in Canada, ventured forth 
this year with a different format to celebrate our 
Bard.

The joint committee, formed to mount the 
2009 RBANA conference at the end of May 
2009, decided to take a fresh look at the January 
celebration. 

Burns Suppers are mounted throughout the 
area from the grand Scottish Studies event in 
Toronto to church hall ceilidhs. People get a bit 
“Burns Suppered-out”!.

Finally we selected a venue with strong appeal 
and ambience, The Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Burlington. 

As we told everyone, “this was not a Burns 
Supper”. We chose to hold an afternoon concert 
starting at 2:30 pm on Sunday 27th January. 
The program was entirely based on the works 
and music of Burns, to be followed in the early 
evening by a dinner in the Scottish style. However 
apart from the Address to the Haggis by John 
Paterson there were to be none of the usual 
speeches.

In the beautiful glass Atrium outside the 
ballroom we provided live music both vocal & 
instrumental, as the people were arriving and 
during the intermissions. The dinner was over 
by 7:30 pm.

The theme of the concert was the “Man & 
His Muse”, which was designed to both entertain 
and inform, since a great proportion of our 
audience were Canadians with tenuous Scottish 
heritage. 

Former Federation President Major John 

Paterson was our guest speaker and he delivered 
an Immortal Memory during the first portion of 
the concert.

The highlight of the second session was 
the dramatic recitation of ‘Tam O’ Shanter’ by 
Ronnie O’ Byrne, a member of the Halton Peel 
Club. Ronnie reprised his winning performance 
from the 2005 ‘Tam O’ Shanter’ competition 
in Dumfries. He also delivered a rousing 
performance of ‘Scots Wha Hae’ to a dramatic 
musical accompaniment.

The whole program was complemented 
by a backdrop of slides, appropriate to each 
performance, projected on a screen behind the 
stage.

The feedback from the audience of 151 was 
most heartening and there was an enthusiastic 
acclamation to do this again next year.

John Paterson commented that he “had 
never been to anything like this before and the 
pattern would be worth consideration by all 
Burns groups!”

Major John Paterson giving his Immortal Memory.
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It was a fine Autumn
morning, and World Pres-
ident, John Haining and
his Wife were on hand to
welcome members and
guests at the door of the
historic Cathedral, before
joining The Rev. Dr. Lau-
rence Whitley and his reg-
ular flock for the Service.
In his welcome, The Rev.
Whitley gave a special
mention of the Glasgow
Association, and offered
his thanks to the large
number of members and
friends for attending.
During the Children’s
Service he secured the help
of a couple of eager young
volunteers to help demon-
strate his theme of ‘people
leaving their mark’, and
this was highlighted by
showing the carvings of a
mouse and a daisy on the
chairs given by the Burns
Federation to the Cathe-
dral a few years earlier.
       The Bible Reading was
read by the Glasgow &
District Burns Association
President, William Telfer,
and he too thanked every-
one for attending. It was a
great occasion for the As-
sociation and he was privi-
leged to represent it.
The Ministers message
continued on the theme of
‘Making your mark’, and
proved to be very informa-
tive and interesting, and
especially relevant to the
Burnsians in the congrega-
tion. “We must nurture

and improve the Christian
values we were born with,
and like the Apostle Paul,
who was filled with drive
and ambition, and who,
even after being stoned was
prepared to see things
through to the end.” “We
are not called for who we
are - but what we can be-
come”  The list of failures
Abraham Lincoln endured
in his early business life
did not prevent him
achieving the highest Of-
fice in America - that of
President - a fine example
of seeing things through!
It was on his final theme of
‘Unobtrusive Kindness’,
that the Rev. Whitley
sprang a wonderful sur-
prise on his attentive audi-
ence. During the previous
week, on a visit to his 92
year old. blind Mother,
and when telling her of the
Associations forthcoming
visit to the Cathedral, she
was able  to tell him that he
was actually the great.

great,great,great,great,
Grandson of The School-
master of Tarbolton parish
- John Wilson, of Death
and Dr. Hornbook fame,
penned by Burns on hear-
ing Wilson’s medical
boasts at a Masonic meet-
ing, and which caused
James Wilson much ridi-
cule and embarrassment,
and eventually led him to
leave Tarbolton for the po-
sition of Session Clerk at a
Glasgow Church. The Rev.
Whitley also disclosed that
Wilson’s Son whose studies
for the Ministry were al-
most derailed through lack
of funds, but thankfully,
were restored through the
generosity of an anony-
mous donor. That donor
was in fact Robert Burns.
A wonderfully appropriate
personal touch on which to
end a memorable memorial
service for the Cronies and
friends of the Glasgow As-
sociation.

Glasgow Association celebrates Centenary

   A Guid
    New Year
  To Everyone

Connected
    With The
  Burns Club!

Friday 25th. January.
Annual Burns Supper.

6.30 for 7.00 p.m.
Please note earlier start.
Speakers:  Dick Duncan
will Address The Haggis.
Honorary President,
George Anderson will
propose ‘The Immortal
Memory of Robert-
Burns’.
 Raymond Taylor will
propose ‘The Toast To
The Lasses’, Tom Myles:
‘A Tribute to Burns’,
based on Longfellow’s
poem
N.B.
Please allow ample time
for the earlier than nor-
mal start.
    ****************
Saturday 1st. March:
Schools Verse Speak-
ing Competition to be
held in The Muirfield
Education Centre,
Seafar,Cumbernauld.
11.45a.m till 4.00p.m.
    *****************
Friday 7th. March:
Annual General Meeting.
**N.B. 6.30 Start.
Followed by regular
Club Night  at 7.30 p.m.

Please remember to phone
Tom Myles on 01236
737127 if you cannot at-
tend, otherwise it will be
assumed you are coming, a
meal will be ordered on
your behalf, and you will
be required  to pay for it.
Thank You in advance for
your co-operation.

L to r. Jim MacArthur, John Sutherland, World President John Haining,
Sian Waring, George Anderson and Jack McKinney smile for the camera
at the Glasgow Cathedral, Glasgow Association Memorial Service.
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HAPPY HALLOWE’EN with the JOLLY BEGGARSSIDESWIPE!!

“Congratulations to The
Glasgow & District Burns
Association in its Cente-
nary  year. David Sillars,
of Bridgeton Burns Club,
in his speech to the assem-
bled members and guests
at the recent Civic recep-
tion, graciously given by
Glasgow City Council in
the magnificent City
Chambers, outlined in
great detail, the achieve-
ments of a century’s
worth of stalwart individ-
uals who made major con-
tributions to the
Association, from it’s in-
ception right up to the
present day. As the Rev.
Laurence Whitley said in
his message to the congre-
gation gathered in, and
surrounded by, the an-
cient majesty of Glasgow
Cathedral - “ In making
your mark, we are not
called for who we are - but
what we can become!” -  I
would like to think that
the individuals and the
Clubs that that come to-
gether to make up the
Glasgow & District Burns
Association, will continue
to make their mark in all
that they do, to help keep
alive the knowledge of the
Works of Robert Burns in
the District, and to enjoy
the friendship and com-
panionship of fellow Burn-
sians established down the
years, for many more
years to come.

It is always a real pleasure to travel through
to Cardenden in the Kingdom of Fife, for our
annual visit to the Auchterderran Jolly Beg-
gars’ Club Hallowe’en Night. As ever, there
was a really warm welcome awaiting the nine
581 Cronies , who had made the journey. Or-
ganiser in Chief - the irrepressible Ronnie
Fleming was on hand to greet us and make
sure we were comfortable and happy.
It is a unique event, as I know of no other
Club which holds a specific Hallowe’en Night,
and it is one of the few places where you can
hear Burns’ ‘Hallowe’en’ poem performed. If
it is performed elsewhere, then they would
have to go some to try and match the per-
formance of Ronnie Fleming, who, I think,
has made the poem his own. It is the star at-
traction and much looked forward to, and as
usual, Ronnie did not disappoint, as in a
coothie style perfectly suited to this piece, he
graphically unfolded the mysteries of a rural
Ayrshire Hallowe’en Party in Burns time - a
true masterpiece!!  But such is the array of
talent within the Auchterderran Club, the
evening is jam packed with stars, as everyone

is expected to, and usually does, contribute to
the evening’s merriment. We had a real star
in the making, as young Ryan King, aged 12
wowed the audience with two brilliant poems,
and to make us all really jealous, he later
sang a couple of songs he had written himself

- and played guitar! Look out
for young Ryan, he has a grand
future ahead of himself. One of
the attractions of visiting anoth-
er Club is that you are afforded
the chance to hear and enjoy a va
ried selection of Burns and other works from
a completely different spectrum, and as ever,
you can only marvel at the talent and exper-
tise on display. In this case it ranged from
age 12 to nearly 90! We even had a trio of
highly talented Pipers who made sure there
was no talking while they were on - they fair-
ly” gart the pipes and made them skirl”, and
the roof and rafters of the Village Inn cer-
tainly did dirl.
The accent at the Jolly Beggars is on fellow-
ship and enjoyment and everyone certainly
joins in, especially when the steak and gravy
pies are served up. This year these usually
tasty morsels provided a stern test - even for
the strongest molars, no fault of Ronnies - Pie
Cuisine had let him down. But this did not

dampen the spirits - you simply had to drink
more! The 581 Cronies all did their bit with
song and poem, as did the ‘Houseband’ who
were in great form with their Guitars, Violin
and Harmonica and provided excellent back-
ing as  Ronnie got the ‘Kelty Clippie’oot of
the Garage once again and gave her ‘a right
good birl’! before the assembled company
rounded off an excellent evening by taking
the floor and joined together in the singing of
‘Auld Lang Syne’, looking forward to hope-
fully meeting up again next year .

 Ronnie Fleming serves up the Pies.
World President John Haining with
The Rev. Laurence Whitley at the
Glasgow Cathedral church Service.

    Young Ryan King, a star of the future.

 Note the empty glasses !!

    The ‘Kelty Clippie’ raises the roof.
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While ‘Partners in Crime’, George
Anderson and Tom Myles, Past Presi-
dents of the Glasgow & District Burns
Association, were putting the World to
rights, they were aware The Associa-
tion was about to celebrate its Cente-
nary. Just how could this very special
occasion be marked? Cronie George
Anderson suggested that as it was so

special, perhaps Glasgow City Council
would support the Association’s ef-
forts. Thankfully it agreed to do so by
hosting an official Civic Reception, to
be held in the splendour of the City
Chambers on Friday 9th. November,
2007. Each of the Associations Mem-
ber Clubs were allocated a set number
of invitations for their members to at-
tend this prestigious function. In total

there was an attendance of over 200
guests who were entertained to pre -
dinner drinks before sitting down in
tables of 10 in the vast opulent Ban-
queting Hall. The meal was, as you
would expect, more than a match for

the
beauti-
ful sur-
roundin
gs and
our
hosts
did us
proud
with

the finest Scottish
Beef and all the trim-
mings, washed down
with fine wines and a
wee refreshment. A
detailed picture of
the chequered history
of the Association
was painted by Bridg-
eton Burns Club’s
very own Wordsmith - David Sibbald.
Paying homage to the vision of the
various personalities who had worked
tirelessly through its 100 year exist-
ence to make it the successful Associa-
tion it is today. There were short
contributions from ‘581’ Cronie Tom
Myles and World President John
Haining. We were also treated to some
wonderful singing of Burns songs, spe-
cially arranged for Alison McNiel, cur-
rently a student at the R.S.A.M.D., to
finish off a truly memorable evening.

 Glasgow Council’s Civic Reception

Glasgow Association President William Tel-
fer, presents Baillie Catherine McMaster with
a lectern made from 45,000 year old petrified
wood to mark the Association’s Centenary.

 Keith Mallinder
It was with great sadness we
learned of the untimely pass-
ing-away on Christmas Eve,of
Keith Mallinder. Keith, origi-
nally from Nairn, lived in Kil-
syth. He had not been well for
some time, and was a Past
President of Cumbernauld
Rostrum Club,  He will be sad-
ly missed for his dry wit and
cheery smile. We at ‘581’ offer
our sincere condolences to his
wife and family at this sad
time.

anta Clause made his usual welcome
appearance at the Roadside Lunch
Club’s Christmas Dinner, held re-

cently at T he Castlecary Hotel. As usual,
Beatrice Duncan and her hard working
team ( pictured here with their Flowers )
had organised every last detail to perfec-
tion, and you just could not help but en-
joy yourself! There was marvellous food
and drink, good music, great atmosphere
and a Raffle,where it was impossible not
to win a prize! What a great day - a real
tonic - Well done, Beatrice, you are a real
Star !!

    Davy Boyle,Tom Myles,Jim Graham

   David Sibbald

          Can you spot the Odd Man Out ?

If you happen to have any spare
cash just burning a hole in your
pocket, you might just be tempt-
ed by Peter Capaldi’s offerings
on his latest C.D. Or perhaps
the D.V.D. of Ron Patersons re-
cent One Man Show - ‘WORK’
at the Cumbernauld Theatre.
No doubt the Stars in our midst
of either of these productions
would be  more than delighted
to sell you a copy. Give them a Beatrice Duncan’s Winning Team!

Schools’ Burns Competition
The Annual Schools
Burns Competition is
due to take place in
The Muirfield Edu-
cational Centre, Sea-
far, on Saturday
March 1st. From
11.45 am. - to ap-
prox. 4.00 pm. Com-
petition Convenor,
Dick Duncan, has
been hard at work behind the scenes to try
and ensure a good response from the local
schools. Dick is quietly confident, that de-
spite the extra pressure on their time,
there will be some Teachers willing to join
in the spirit of the Competition. The aim of
which, as ever, is to introduce our young
scholars to the works of our National
Bard. Dick needs as much help as possible
from the ‘581’ Cronies on the day, and he
has come up with a new structure to try
and maximise whatever help he can get. If
you would like to volunteer a little of your
time, please get in touch with Dick,  Tel.
01236 733403 and he will give you the de-
tails. Your help will be absolutely invalua-
ble - so why not give Dick a ring NOW !

  “That’s Entertainment!”

S
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‘Whisky Galore’ was the favoured
choice of ‘No Mean Company’, the
local Amateur Drama group based
in Cumbernauld’s Cottage Theatre,
and which ran for three nights in
early November. Directed by our
very own Thespian, Cronie  Calum
Cormack, it played to a sell out
crowd on each evening. With a cast
of twenty three, big Calum’s direct-
ing skills were put to the test and  he
certainly rose to the challenge.
Based on the running aground of
the S.S. Politician in 1941, off the coast of the island of
Eriskay,  en route for America with a cargo of Whisky,
bicycles,toothpaste, food, pianos, perfumes, plumbing fit-
tings and 290,000 Ten Bob Notes - more than 200,000 are
still unaccounted for!! The scene was set
for a story of fun and laughter with a lib-
eral sprinkling of intrigue thrown in, and
there were ample opportunities for the
cast to shine, and shine they did. Calum
did a grand job of making the story be-
lievable, he even converted two of our
Cronies to the Ministry, ( temporarily, of
course ) with Dick Duncan preaching fire
and brimstone from the balcony as the
Reverend Alexander Morrison. Owen
Costello, in a complete change of charac-
ter, gave a really fine, sustained performance as Father
James MacAllister, and showed there is real talent some-
where under all that hair! In a performance lasting over
two and a half hours, No Mean Company managed to pro-
vide an excellent evening’s entertainment of fun and
laughs to an appreciative audience - Well done Calum and
all your Company, it was a real triumph! Slainte !!

Quick Quiz?  Poet’s Corner

       GIN I WAS GOD

Gin I was God, sittin up
there abeen,

Wearier nae doot noo a’
my darg was deen,

Deaved wi’ the harps an’
hymns oonendin’
ringin’’

Tired o’ the flockin’ an-
gels  hairse wi’ singin’,

To some clood- edge I’d
daunder furth an’, feth,

Look owre an’ watch
hoo things were Gyaun
aneth.

Syne, gin I saw hoo men
I’d made mysel’,

Had started in to
pooshan, sheet an fell,

To reive an’ rape, an’
fairly mak a’ hell

O’ my braw birlin’
Earth’-a hale week’s
wark -

I’d cast my coat again,
rowe up my sark,

An’, or they’d time to
lench a second ark,

Tak  back my word an’
sen’ anither spate,

Droon oot the hale hy-
pothec, dicht the sklate,

Own my mistak’, an’,
aince I’d cleared the
brod,

Start a’thing ower again,
gin I was God.

 Charles Murray.

1.  ”Which poem did Burns

refer to when he wrote! “A

finishing polish that I de-

spair of excelling”?

2.  What were ‘The Rights

of Woman’?.

3. What, according to a fes-

tive Burns, didn’t Scotland

want?

4. What was “The Disputed

Ode”?.

5. When was Burns bust

placed in Westminster Ab-

bey?

6. What was the important

outcome of the service of

dedication?

7. Of all the pronunciation,

what Christian name did

Burns prefer?

8. Who was Burns Pulisher

of the first Edinburgh Edi-

tion?

9. What age was Burns

when he wrote “Tam

o’Shanter”?

10.” What age was Burns

when he died?

Last Quiz Answers :

1.”Ae Fond Kiss” 2. John

Niven of Kirkoswald. 3.

Whisky. 4.  The 1787 Edin-

burgh edition where

‘stinking’ rather than

‘skinking wa sused in

“Address to the Haggis”.

 5. “Ken yo ought o’ Cap-

tain Grose?” 6. He didn’t

think the Scottish public

were ready for such tender-

ness in Poetry. 7 Burns lost

the original manuscript and

he forgot it’s contents. 8.

“The Deil’s awa wi’ th’ Ex-

iseman” 9 Frederick, Duke

of York.. 10. The subject of

the epitaph was not dead -

he was missing!

“WHISKY GALORE” at the Cottage Theatre

Calum Cormack

      Dick Duncan

CLAIM YOUR VETERANS BADGE
Vice President John Graham has asked me
to inform any Cronies who are Ex-Service-
men, including National Service, that they
are entitled to receive and wear the Veterans
Badge. To obtain your badge, simply tele-
phone 0800 169 2277 ( no charge), state your
Service and National Insurance Number and
Address details.Your badge will be sent to
you. Claim your badge now and wear it
with pride. You have earned it!    Veterans Badge.

This is your Newsletter, if you would like to contribute
anything at all, an article, a favourite poem, a picture, a
snippet of information, a question, an opinion! or maybe
you would like toreport on a Club Meeting, simply give
me a call on 01292 315529. Or send your item via e-mail
to amcmahon@wightcablenorth .net and we will have you
in print in no time! Go on! You know you want to!!
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Our annual Burns Supper was held in the Fairburn Hotel, Mauchline 
on Friday 25th January. Club President, John Sutherland officiated. 
The  Immortal  Memory  was  proposed  by  Lord  Weir -  a  direct 
descendent of Robert Burns - and the Toast to The Lasses by Vice 
President Billy Sharpe.

Club Secretary, Andrew Cooper addressed the haggis in his own 
fashion which is known throughout the civilised World, having done it 
on  the  historic  Bleaching  Green  at  Mauchline  Holy  Fair  and  in 
Belgium at Flanders, on the recent unveiling of the Scottish memorial 
there. Members, Tom Wilkinson and Ian Denham gave readings and 
members  Bob  Baillie  and  Tommy  Scott  provided  the  musical 
entertainment.   Past President,  Andy Bell,  appealed  for  funds 
towards the four seats we sent out to be placed around the Flanders 
Monument and his appeal raised the fantastic sum of £350. Before 
we  rounded  off  the  evening  with  'Auld  Lang  Syne',  Honorary 
President  Ian  Lyell  gave  an  excellent  vote  of  thanks to everyone 
contributing.

Welcome again
to our Burns
Club’s Tenth
N e w s l e t t e r .
This is intended 
to improve
communication
and make sure 
e v e r y o n e
knows what  is
happening.  We 
will be very
grateful for any
contributions.

From  the  Retiring President
Cronies,
Another exciting year is drawing to a 
close. I step down from office and will 
be succeeded by Billy Sharpe.
During the past year, we have had 
several new members joining the
Club and we are really glad to see them.
Glasgow and District Burns Association invited
me to their Centenary Celebrations at Glasgow 
Cathedral on Sunday 4th November and to their 
Civic Reception at the City Chambers, Glasgow 
on   Friday   9th November   and  I was pleased to 
represent the Club at both functions. Plans for this 
Year’s Holy Fair are well in hand under Billy
Sharpe as are plans for the Homecoming in 2009.
The  benches  we   donated  for  the  memorial  at 
Zonnebeke were sent out in January but have not 
been placed in situ yet. Hopefully, a gallant band 
of Cronies will go across in November to see 
them in place around the Memorial. Once again, I 
am indebted to the Committee and members of 
the Club for their help and support. 
(A personal message to I.P.P. James Davidson. A 
taxi will be waiting for you after the AGM.)
John Sutherland, President

The Mauchline 
Burns Club

Founded –1923
Burns Federation No. 310

www.mauchlineburnsclub.com

Issue 10
March
2008

The 2008 
Holy Fair

is on 
Saturday
24th May
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          Vice President – Bob Baillie
Immediate Past President–  John Sutherland

Director of Music – Bob Baillie
Hon. Secretary – Andrew Cooper, 

The Pump House, Burngrange Lane, Mauchline.
Tel 01290 550705

Hon. Treasurer – Donald Howe, M.C.I.B.S.
1 Station Lane, Mauchline, KA5 5EW

Tel 0777 306 5274 
Committee-

Fergie McCartney, John Murphy,
 Andrew Bell, Hugh Brown, 

Tommy Scott, Maurice McKendrick
Applications for Membership may be made through any of the above

Office-Bearers .
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION – £7

2008—2009  Officebearers

Page 2 The Mauchline Burns Club

Hon. Presidents-
W. Bee, F R  Pharm.S

D.I. Lyell, M.A., J.P.,F.S.A. Scot
Kenneth Blair, J.P.

President – Bill Sharpe

Wreathlaying at The National Burns Memorial, Mauchline 
on Sunday 27th January 2008

Page 3Issue 10

Andrew Cooper addresses the Birthday Cake at the Jean
Armour Birthday Party before it is cut by President’s wife,
Elizabeth Sutherland.
This was followed by a preview of Ian Lyell’s new production 
for the Holy Fair ‘Radio Reekie’ which went down very well.
_________________________________________________

Project News
East Ayrshire Council are to replace the damaged lights 
in the Kirkyard with lights with stronger lenses. We are 
well on the way to finding funding for the improving and 
upgrading of the paths in the Kirkyard and we now have 
funding in place—and work also well on the way—for our
Audio Trail which will provide hand-held Audio Guides to 
be collected in the Museum by tourists.
The major project at present is the Holy Fair and work 
has also already started on our ambitious plans for the
Homecoming in 2009.

.
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Our annual Burns Supper was held in the Fairburn Hotel, Mauchline 
on Friday 25th January. Club President, John Sutherland officiated. 
The  Immortal  Memory  was  proposed  by  Lord  Weir -  a  direct 
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THE BACCHANAL OF BURNS NIGHT

By HUGH TAYLOR IN TIME MAGAZINE
There can be few more dramatic dinners than a Burns Supper. On Jan. 25, Scots across the globe 

don the kilt and join together to toast the memory of their most cherished poet, Robert Burns on the 
anniversary of his birth in 1759. Even the arrival of dinner is wrought with theatrics. A bagpiper (even 
more startling when played indoors) leads in the “Great chieftain o’ the puddin-race” on a platter held 
aloft by the chef. A wild-eyed Scotsman then performs the address To A Haggis, when contorted with 
guttural gusto on reaching the line, “An’ cut ye up wi’ ready sleight,” he plunges his dagger into the 
taught sheep’s stomach to the cheers from the diners. The attack on the main course continues:

 
“Trenching your gushing entrails bright, 
Like onie ditch; 
And then, O what a glorious sight, 
Warm-reekin, rich! 

Further slashing releases a grey speckled mixture of lungs, heart, liver and oatmeal as the innards 
ooze forth. More cheering, more whisky, then everyone eats the resultant issue with tatties and neeps 
(potatoes and turnip). 

Eddie Tait is a professional Scotsman, and at this time of year the 34 year-old founder and promoter 
of networking group Scots In London eats a lot of haggis. “It’s no good for the waistline,” Tait complains 
weakly as he savors another forkful of his country’s national dish. The traditional Burns Supper has 
changed little in over 200 years, retaining the essential elements of; poetry, song, whisky, dancing, 
bag-pipes, the recounting of raffish tales from the poet’s short life, the odd misty-eye and of course 
haggis. “It’s not just a night anymore, or even a week, it’s a whole bloody month!” Tait complains, again 
unconvincingly, as he raises his glass for yet another toast. The former Morgan Stanley man has taken 
well to his new line of work. Last year Tait attended 11 Burns Suppers stretching into February, and it’s 
still early January when TIME  joins him as a guest for this Caledonian Society celebration at London’s 
illustrious private member Caledonian Club. “A little island of Scotland in Belgravia,” as past chairman 
Alex Wilson puts it. 

 But celebrating the Bard is not just the preserve of organized societies, expats, or golf clubs. 
Elsewhere in London, pubs are throwing haggis buffets, Ceilidh dances are sold out and traditional 
formal suppers are spreading over the calendar. As singer and TV presenter Fiona Kennedy points out in 
her after-haggis speech to the Caledonian Society, back in her hometown of Aberdeen, Burns Night has 
become a season, celebrated over so many days now it’s referred to as Ramadram. 

 The fact Burns celebrations are bigger than ever reflects the enduring affection for the man and his 
work. “After all, we don’t have Wordsworth wakes, Tennyson teas or Shakespeare suppers do we?” says 
Wilson. It may be less than a month since the world joined hands to bring in the New Year with Burns’ 
song Auld Lang Syne, but this is the night when Scots celebrate the full works, performing to each other 
the spooky tale of Tam O’Shanter, or evoking the patriotic sentiment of Scots Wha Hae or the tender 
beauty of A Red, Red Rose. “All parts of Scottish society could identify with him,” says Wilson, also a past 
president of the Burns Club of London and genial font of knowledge on the poet. “He would have been 
quoted everywhere by the common people, he wrote in they’re language while he wrote his letters in 
perfect English.” 

Burns was born into a grueling existence, laboring as a peasant farmer in Ayrshire, yet he still managed 
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to study, becoming fluent in Latin and French. He is most treasured as the champion of the common 
man who wrote passionately on social injustice, his country, nature, food, drink and not least women. 

 Burns was an outspoken radical, as works like “A Man’s A Man For A’ That” show:
 

“Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine - 
A man’s a man for a’ that. 
For a’ that, an a’ that. 
Their tinsel show, an a’ that, 
The honest man, tho e’er sae poor, 
Is king o men for a’ that.” 

But the feted Edinburgh society of the time couldn’t get enough. Novelist Henry Mackenzie called 
him ‘the heaven-taught ploughman’. And how the ladies fell for the rough romantic with the wicked turn 
of phrase. “There is no doubt about it he was a ladies man,” says Wilson, “he was gifted in ever respect.” 
Burns fathered at least a dozen legitimate and illegitimate children in his 37 years.

 A bronze bust of Burns in the midst of guilt-framed romantic Highland scenes presides over the 
Caledonian Club dining room. Tom Quinn is singing Rantin’, Rovin’ Robin accompanied by Clive Gavin 
on piano as the members and guests digest. Both are senior managers for the Royal Bank of Scotland 
when wearing trousers in the daytime. Tait is feeling the heat under the weight of 8 yards (7.3 m) of 
tartan wool cloth but the club rule states that gents can’t remove their jackets unless the temperature 
reaches 80º F (26.6ºC)—a recently introduced concession.  

 A week later and Wilson is back for more, in the same room in the company of Manchester United 
manager Alex Ferguson at the Caledonian Clubs’ own Burns do. The Club membership is a role-call of 
distinguished Scots, Sean Connery joined when nominated by his friend Ferguson. Both are working-
class lads, raised in inner-city Edinburgh and Glasgow respectively, who, like many Scots, took Burns 
egalitarian message to heart.

 
“The rank is but the guinea’s stamp,
The Man’s the gowd for a’ that.” 

As for Burns authority Wilson, he lunches at home on Burns Night. “My wife was born on the 25th 
of January and she doesn’t like Haggis.” He says.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
In an effort to reduce our production costs would all future contributors of 

articles and photographs for inclusion in the magazine submit them in the form 
of an attachment to an e-mail, or on a floppy disc (if they have the facility) and 
forward for the attention of Ian at info@solwayoffset.co.uk (our printers) with a 
‘Hard Copy’ to the Editor.
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PAISLEY BURNS 
CLUB

INSTITUTED 1805

A National Conversation

Three hunner’ years hae come an’ gin
Since Dariens’ solution
When Queensberry an’ Godolphin
Proposed their blessed Union
Lang years past ‘til Dewar’s dream
Deliver’d devolution
Noo Salmond meets wae high esteem
He wants a conversation

The common man has nae belief
In oor Westminster maisters
The passin’ months bring nae relief
Frae crisis an’ disasters
An’ nationalists noo haud the sway
We’ve heard their declaration
Their term is in its infancy
They want a conversation

Will that debate then prod awake
A sleeping lion rampant?
Wae British roots left tae forsake
An’ lea the Union dormant
We face decisions, lang and hard
This modern generation
Tae play the independent card
Needs mair than conversation

Treasury gowd fills oor coffers
Barnett’s sums they get the blame
Cap in hand we tak their offers
Ur we better aff alane?
While tartan dreams, they may beguile
The fortunes o’ oor nation
Needs mair than usquebah an’ oil
Start up the conversation

Burns’ aim regretfu’ sad fareweel
To Scotia’s fame and glory

The parcel o’ rogues wha did the deal
Ur sma’ pert o’ oor story
Scottish hairts ur aince again replete
Wae thoughts aboon oor station
Tae staun prood on oor ain twa feet
Let’s hear the conversation

Wur Burns amang us aw the noo
He’d revel in oor debate
His precious words, they wud ensue
Tae colour Scotland’s fate
His ready wit wud cut thru’ spin
Wae pow’rs o’ persuasion
Nae Scot was e’er as practiced in
The art o’ conversation
         B.C. 2008

————————

EPIGRAM ON 
ROUGH ROADS

 I’m now arrived—thanks to the gods!—
Thro’ pathways rough and muddy:

A certain sign that makin roads
Is no this people’s study:

Altho’ Im no wi’ Scripture cramm’d,
I’m sure the Bible says

That heedless sinners shall be damn’d,
Unless they mend their ways.  R.Burns

ROUGH ROADS 2008
 

They’ve dug oor roads up ance again,
Wi’ diggers great and sma’ man

The speed bumps they pit in last week
Are no’ much guid at a’ man

And so ance mair they have descended
Tae the spot last week we thocht they’d mended.

 
But ae thing’s sure, their traffic lights
Have caused a great big slow down

Boy racers who’ve now gone elsewhere
Are causin’ grief in ither parts o’town.
Just as weel we’ve earplugs an’oor pills

Tae droon oot thae damn preumatic drills!
Tom Green

POET’S CORNER
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MORTON BURNS SUPPER
A UNIQUE FAMILY OCCASION

IT ALL started with an idea during a family visit back in 1993 - and now in 2008, it’s become one 
of the biggest Burns Suppers locally. And everyone attending is related!

The Morton Burns Supper in Stirling held its inaugural event in 1994 only a few weeks after an idea 
was hatched between one of only three surviving members of a family of 16, his niece and nephew. 
Wilson Morton, his brothers and sisters moved to the Stirling area from Lanarkshire in the 1920s 
through mining and all the children were imbued with a love of the works of Burns from birth. Donald 
Morton, Wilson’s nephew, takes up the story. “My brother Harry and cousin Jean used to visit Uncle 
Wilson on a regular basis and one night, the idea of a Burns Supper was mooted. Harry offered to host 
it at his home so within weeks a traditional Burns Supper was held. “There were nine of us there in a 
cramped living room and my older brother Jimmy even came down from Mallaig to be there. “We must 
have done something right because we organised another one there and then for 1995.” The next three 
were held in homes of family members with the numbers inching up all the time until it was decided to 
branch out, hold it in an hotel and invite more people. “You know what families are like,” said Donald. 
“Some weren’t happy that they hadn’t been invited and thought it was a ‘closed shop’. So when we 
moved to the hotel, we could invite more people. “That wasn’t enough though and nowadys we hire 
a hall, organise a caterer and bring our own drinks. And in 2008, 68 relations all gathered for the 15th 
Morton Burns Supper!” The official Supper is always adhered to. “I’ve done Immortal Memory, Toast to 
ther Lassies and Address to the Haggis over the years,” said Donald. “My cousin Mary O’Hare used to 
do Tam o’Shanter but has abdicated it to my brother Harry. Jimmy does Holy Willie’s Prayer and we’ve a 
talented bunch of singers as well. We also do a Family Toast which gives someone a chance to extol the 
virtues of being a Morton!” In 2007 the Morton Burns Supper became a member of the Burns Federation 
- something the family is proud to be a part of. And they’re already planning their event for 2009.

Donald Morton
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KEEPING THE IMAGE
OF ROBERT BURNS
ALIVE AND WELL
The announcement in the last issue of the 

Burns Chronicle of the 250th Commemorative 
Marble and Bronze busts of Robert Burns has 
raised an interesting thought in the minds of 
some clubs.

As most Burns Clubs do not have premises 
of their own, some have toyed with the idea of 
establishing a fund to enable one of the busts 
to be gifted to their local town or city library or 
museum to keep the image, thoughts and words 
of the Bard in the minds of literary, and ordinary 
folks.

Shirley Bell, Federation Chief Executive took 
part in the unveiling of a bust of Burns in Houston, 
USA in recent times when the local Burns Club 
commissioned a public space sculpture of Burns 
funded in exactly this way.

There is history in Scotland of gifting marble 
busts to institutions, often from individuals who 
bequeathed them in their wills or during their 
lifetime.   Normally such marble sculptures would 
have been produced in the 19th Century as few 
if any marble sculptures have been commissioned 
or produced since then.

Such busts are in the Ayr, Sunderland and 
Dunfermline Libraries, and the most famous one 
was gifted by Andrew Carnegie and his wife to 
the Wallace Memorial in Stirling where it proudly 
sits in the Gallery of Heroes among sculptures of 
other famous Scots.

It is believed that Carnegie, who was an avid 
admirer of Burns and who could and did quote 
his words on many an occasion, wanted to have 
a recognition of the poet in the libraries he so 
generously financed, either partly or wholly, 
possibly in the form of a sculpture.   The history 
of this belief seems to be rather lost in the mists 
of time, so if any Burnsian knows of Carnegie’s 
desire we would be delighted to hear from you.

It is extraordinary how many Carnegie libraries 

still exist throughout the world– we believe the 
figure may well be over 2000 in the United States 
alone – with many others having been converted 
to other uses such as museums.   The Carnegie 
Foundation has moved away from funding 
libraries, but still remains a vibrant funding force 
for good works throughout the world.

————————

Ian Buick, Senior Vice President of the 
Borders Association of Burns Clubs about to 
recite Tam o’ Shanter in 18th century costume 
at Paxton House, Paxton, Berwickshire. Paxton 
House is celebrating its 250th aniversary this year, 
2008, with a series of events starting off with its 
first ever Burns Supper in the magnificent picture 
gallery. The supper was enjoyed so much that a 
date, 16th January 2009 has been set to celebrate 
Robert Burns’s 250th aniversary.  The chairman 
for the evening was John Home Robertson who 
astounded the company by using an Edinburgh 
edition of Robert Burns’s poems, in first class 
condition, at the top table. An ancestor had 
subscribed for four copies when it was originally 
printed.

BURNS at PAXTON HOUSE
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MYSTERY OBJECT AT BURNS COTTAGE
By David Hopes, Curator

Burns Cottage Museum is home to the largest and most significant Burns collection in the world. 
But the latest addition - a tiny metal tool with the initials ‘RB’ inscribed in the handle – is proving a 
major mystery. The tool has been framed with a letter explaianing its provenance:

39 High Street, Ayr

Dear Sir,
I give you this small token of our great Bard Robert Burns. My father James Richmond got it from his cousin 

John Richmond the the [sic] friend and boon Companion to Burns in Mauchline the above John Richmond was 
my second cousin.

I am dear sir your ob.ser.,
James Richmond

But what was the tool used for and why would Burns gift it to Richmond? 
John Richmond (1765 – 1846) was indeed a ‘boon Companion’ to Burns and, together with James 

Smith (to whom Richmond introduced Burns), they formed the infamous Court of Equity. Born in 
Sorn, Richmond became a clerk in Gavin Hamilton’s office in Mauchline. Burns and Richmond struck 
up a friendship and the two appear to have been close friends during the turbulent Mauchline years 
for Burns. Perhaps because of the Mauchline connection, Burns shared with Richmond some of his 
most private thoughts on Jean Armour, emigration and Richmond’s affair with Jenny Surgeoner. On the 
poet’s first visit to Edinburgh he stayed in Richmond’s room on Baxter’s Close on the Lawnmarket. 
Their friendship is well documented but what is the ‘small token’ that Burns gave to Richmond and 
what did this mean?

Any clues on the identity of the tool or why it may have been gifted to Richmond would be 
welcome! Please contact me at the museum on 01292 442240 or dhopes@nts.org.uk. The tool was 
gifted to Burns Cottage Museum by a donor in Kent in January 2008.

LASSES LUNCH
SUNDAY 18th MAY

12.00 p.m. - 12.30 p.m.
Brisbane House Hotel, Greenock Road, Largs

Price £17.00
Send cheques made payable to:

R.B.W.F. Ltd., Dean Castle Country Park, Dower House, Kilmarnock. KA3 1XB.
Tel: 01563 572469

Organiser: Lesley Richardson
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THE CUTTY SARK  
and

Her Captains
By James L. Hempstead

(Continued from the Autumn issue)

The Cutty Sark left East India Docks, London, on 12 February, 1870, on her maiden voyage to 
Shanghai and arrived there 105 days later. Not very good, but not too bad either, when it is 
remembered that Captain Moodie would be involved for lengthy periods in fine tuning the sails 

and rigging. 
On the run home she could only test her speed against that of the Thermopylae. By the clock, as she 

left Shanghai a month before her great rival, and sailed into London 110 days later. Some four weeks 
behind, the Thermopylae, with much fairer winds, made the trip in 105 days. The following year the 
journey to China was made in 108 days, the same time being taken by Thermopylae.

It wasn’t until the passage home in 1872 that the two ships were able to pit their speed against 
each other, in the same weather conditions, as both left the mouth of the Shanghai River on June 18, 
1872. They were both held up for three days by fog. When the weather cleared they both sped down 
the China Sea, exchanging the lead several times  over the next four weeks.  At 2 pm on July 25, the 
lookout  on the Cutty Sark  reported that the Thermopylae was three miles ahead. At about the same 
time the rivals lost sight of each other; the wind freshened and the Cutty Sark surged forward, logging 
runs of 340, 327 and 320 miles during one three day period.  At the end of the next two weeks, she 
was – although Moodie did not know it at the time – 400 miles ahead.

On August 9 the clipper reached the Indian Ocean, where a heavy gale blew up. For six days she 
was battered by a severe wind, and on August 15, a savage blow, tore off her rudder, which, having heavy 
iron fittings, plunged immediately to the bottom of the  ocean.

The Captain decided to have a temporary rudder fitted. One man aboard the Cutty Sark who did 
not agree with the Captains decision was Robert Willis, brother of the owner, who commanded Moodie 
to proceed at once the nearest South African port. One can well imagine the Captain’s reply to such an 
order. A quarrel then took place and it is reported that the two men swore at each other, whereupon 
Moodie proceeded to supervise the work on his stricken ship and left his interfering passenger  to sulk 
in his cabin. 

He was lucky to find a small model of the Cutty Sark aboard, which enabled him to calculate the 
measurements for a new rudder. Despite some other minor setbacks, she was fitted with her new 
jury rudder and ready to sail again: and she arrived in London on October 18, 122 days after leaving 
Shanghai. The Thermopylae had docked a week earlier but the Cutty Sark had made an 8000 miles-
passaage with a makeshift rudder in an astonishing time of 60 days. Many people thought that the race 
itself paled by comparison with Moodie’s feat of seamanship and the Cutty Sark became something of 
a national heroine overnight.                                                         

Captain Moodie’s altercation with Robert Willis had apparently soured him, as he resigned his 
command immediately after the voyage. No amount of persuasion by Jock Willis would make him 
change his mind, so the owner had to find another captain, which was not very easy as many of them 
had gone over to steam. During the next ten years the Cutty Sark would suffer from a run of captains, 
ranging from timid to terrible.
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Next Captain to succeed Moodie was Francis William Moore, who had been a superintendent in 
one of the Willis’s shipyards ,At the age of 50 and having been too long ashore, Moore was incapable 
of driving a ship hard. On his first voyage to Shanghai, under his timid hand, the Cutty Sark took 110 
days and 117 to return.

Willis immediately replaced Moore with William Edward  Tiptaft who had commanded lesser 
vessels in the company’s fleet. Under him she won no races nor broke no records, but his tenure as 
Captain was tragically cut short as he died of a heart attack in Shanghai. In 1878 was informed and 
requested that the second mate take command, only to be told that he considered himself incompetent 
to do so. Willis then arranged for a Dutch pilot to sail the ship his tenure as Captain was cut tragically 
short as he died of a heart attack in Shanghai in 1878. Following Tiptaft’s death the next man to take 
command of the Cutty Sark  was James Smith Wallace who had served as first mate under Tiptaft . He 
turned out to be a first class seaman, but he lacked decisiveness  and was unable to enforce discipline, 
Under him the Cutty Sark suffered her first tragedy. 

Captain Wallace had a doubtful complement of officers. The first mate, who was listed in the ship’s 
articles as Sidney Smith, may have been sailing under an assumed name. He proved to be a ruthless and 
cruel bucko mate. The second mate was not a bad fellow at heart, but his eyesight  was so bad that he 
could not see the top of the rigging. The third mate was a young man who had failed the examination 
for second mate.

The crew were no more promising than the officers. Among them was a black, named John Francis, 
who seemed to have a knack of doing everything wrong. One day the ship was crossing the Indian 
Ocean, making for the port of Anyer Lor on the Sunda Strait, Captain Wallace ordered a slight shift of 
course. Smith shouted, ‘Slack away the tack’. The man who should have responded to the order by 
loosening a foresail sheet, was John Francis, Perhaps he was napping or perhaps he did not hear the 
order, in any event, nothing happened, and Smith rushed forward in  a rage bellowing obscenities.When 
he reached the bow he found Francis clutching a capstan bar. The two men wrestled for a moment, 
when Smith wrenched the heavy wooden bar and gave it a powerful swing and brought it thudding 
down on Francis’ skull, who dropped immediately to the deck.

His unconscious body was carried  to his bunk where he died three days later.  Following the 
reading of the funeral service and burial  of Francis at sea, Wallace confined Smith below and took over 
the mate’s duties himself. It was at this stage Wallace made a fatal mistake.  He arranged for a group of 
Indonesians selling fruit to come alongside the ship on the starboard side.  While the crew were busy 
bargaining with the natives, he allowed Smith to slip over the port side into a small boat and so make 
his escape. He should have taken Smith ashore and had him stand trial for the killing of Francis.  At 
this juncture a telegram arrived from Jock Willis requesting that the Cutty Sark proceed from Anyer Lor 
to Yokohama. The crew, however refused to raise anchor or tend sail. Making do with his officers and 
apprentices, Wallace took the  Cutty  Sark into the Java Sea and a dead calm.  For three days the ship 
rolled aimlessly and Captain Wallace paced the quarter-deck both day and night. He never seemed to 
sleep or take a nap. He seemed to be in anguish and it was obvious he was in the grip of a very troubled 
conscience. On the fourth day, as the sea was changing, Wallace could stand the pressure no longer, he 
walked to the helm climbed  the taffrail  and dropped over   the side. The helmsman immediately raised 
the alarm and tossed two lifebelts over the stern, The crew forgot their grudge and lowered a boat and 
rushed to try and save their captain, but Captain Wallace had vanished. All that could be seen were two 
lifebelts floating on the water, and the fins of several sharks.

Willis was informed and requested the second mate take command, only to be told that he 
considered  himself incompetent to do so. Willis then arranged for a Dutch pilot to sail the ship back 
to Singapore.

 At Singapore most of the crew left the ship, and one called The Flying Dutchman vowed that he 
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would spend the rest of his life pursuing Smith until he was brought to justice. About two years later, 
Smith, then going under the name of Anderson, was recognised in London by one of the men who had 
sailed with him. The former mate was taken into custody brought to trial, convicted of manslaughter, 
and sentenced to seven years hard labour.

Willis, who seemed to be unlucky in his choice of captains, fared even worse in the appointment 
of the fifth. As the nearest clipper of his fleet was the Hallowe’en in port in Hong Kong, he cabled her 
captain Robert Fowler to ask if the first mate of the Hallowe’en, William H. Bruce would be capable of 
assuming command of the Cutty Sark.    

It so happened that Fowler despised Bruce and jumped at the unexpected opportunity to get rid of 
him. Fowler replied to Willis in one word, ‘Yes.’ Bruce immediately took passage to Singapore, and the 
Cutty Sark acquired the most nefarious captain of her lifetime.

Captain Fowler’s abhorrence of Brúce was understandable, but he may have been better giving 
Willis a true assessment of the first mate’s character, when no doubt Willis would have sacked him.

Bruce was a little man with protruding eyes and a high pitched voice. He had a split personality – a 
Bible-thumping evangelist and a drunk by turns. With Bruce as captain the Cutty Sark would undergo 
a three-year nightmare, which would not be relieved by one good passage.

Willis ordered Bruce to proceed in ballast to Calcutta, and there find a cargo. The passage from 
Singapore to Calcutta took 42 days, half again as long as it should have done, because Bruce was drunk 
most of the time. Having finally reached Calcutta, the ship lay in the Hooghly River, while Bruce, unable 
to find a cargo, spent his time preaching fire and brimstone in a local church. The crew was paid off and 
eventually he found a cargo of Indian tea – his one distinction – bringing the first cargo of Indian tea 
to Australia, where it found a ready market in the growing colony. On this same journey the Cutty Sark 
suffered a bitter humiliation. Bruce had spent so much time needlessly checking his bearings while off 
the Australian coast, that a much slower ship, which had left Calcutta a week later, romped past her into 
Melbourne. From then on, calamity after calamity befell the ship and her crew. From Melbourne she 
doubled back to Sydney to pick up a cargo of coal for Shanghai, and the ship had no sooner reached 
Shanghai, than an outbreak of cholera killed two of the crew, and left the rest so weak that they could 
hardly work the ship when she took off on her next voyage to the Philippines to pick up a cargo of jute 
for New York. In the Sunda Strait she almost ran aground as Captain Bruce was drunk and not paying 
attention to the helm. In the Indian Ocean a seaman fell to his death from the rigging, and in the South 
Atlantic the crew had to be put on half rations because Bruce had not provided enough rations for the 
voyage. From his agent in New York, Willis had learned of the Cutty Sark’s miserable state. When the 
ship reached New York on 10 April, 1882, the crew were half starved and the vessel  herself was in a 
sorry state with torn and tattered sails, frayed rigging and a rusted windlass.

At long last, however, relief was at hand for the poor clipper. Luckily another Willis vessel, the 
Blackadder, was in New York, with a very able Captain Frederick Moore in command. (no relation to 
Captain F. W. Moore, second captain of the ship). Willis transferred him and his officers to the Cutty 
Sark. Moore was a tall, bearded, reticent, man took his new charge to India for a cargo of redwood, 
brown sugar and dyes, and then to London, arriving in her home port on 2 June, 1883, her first visit 
there since 6 May, 1880. 

The Cutty Sark had spent eight years carrying tea, and another five tramping for any cargo she 
could find. By the time Moore took over the helm, the Suez Canal had been opened for more than a 
decade, and steamers had gained control of the China trade. Meanwhile, a boom in the Australian wool 
trade had created a new outlet for clippers as Australia still lay beyond the reach of steamers. Under 
Captain Moore the Cutty Sark sailed for Australia for a wool cargo, in July, 1883, and came home in the 
astonishing time of 82 days, 25 days faster than her nearest competitor. The following year she sailed 
home in 80 days, which was equalled  by the Thermopylae, which had also entered the wool trade.
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The Cutty Sark docked at Sydney’s busy Circular Quay, c1892, taking on bales of wool arriving by horse-drawn wagons. 
Between 1885 and 1894 the clipper carried some 46,000 bales, weighing 18.6 million pounds, from Australia to England and 

Belgium.

Above: Captain James Smith 
Wallace. Fourth Captain 
of Cutty Sark, and first to 
demonstrate her great speed. 
Unfortunately he committed 
suicide, following the death of 
a member of the crew.

Above: Captain Richard 
Woodget. Seventh Captain of 
Cutty Sark, who sailed her into 
history.
Left: Captain George Moodie. 
First Captain of the Cutty 
Sark; Resigned after first 
voyage.
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In the Spring of 1885, Willis transferred  Moore to his old favourite, the Tweed, and appointed a 
40-year old Norfolk man, called Richard Woodget. His father was a farmer, but Richard, at an early age 
had shown that he was much happier stealing a rudderless sailing dinghy and spending an afternoon 
teaching himself, not only to sail but how to steer by sail alone without a rudder; and returned the 
boat to its mooring before its loss was discovered. At 16 he went to sea as an apprentice and during 
the next 20 years he worked his way up through the  ranks to captain, and by this time he had become 
an  expert on sailmaking, rigging and navigation. He had also earned himself something of a reputation 
as an eccentric. In a day when most captains wore stiff bound headgear, such as bowlers, Woodget 
sported, very appropriately, a tam- o-shanter. In 1885 he was new to the Willis firm, but as soon he 
returned from his first voyage , Willis took him to the East India Dock, and pointing to the Cutty Sark 
he said, ‘Captain Woodget, there is your ship, all you have to do is to drive her’ And drive her he did  
-- he sailed her into history.

(To be concluded in a later issue.)     

Circular Quay Sydney decorated in festive mood.
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BURNS AND HIGHLAND MARY
(Page 6 Winter Edition)

Dear Sir,
The letter dated 19th Janury 1850 from Mrs. Isabella Begg is most interesting. The letter has been 

headed “Burns and Highland Mary, Bonie Jean threw herself at the Poet”. As a small point of detail, 
Margaret Campbell and Robert were already married in a legal but irregular marriage and Gilbert knew 
all about it and their plans.

For me, the interest lies in why Robert’s sister Isobel felt so strongly about something that she 
wanted her daughter to write the letter and why at this particular time. I wonder if the letter was written 
to Dr. Robert Chambers. I suggest that the thing Isobel really wanted to say was “time will do much for 
his faults and showing his generous nature in all its manly truth.”

I think that Dr. Chambers was the first person to try to write a serious biography of Robert Burns 
after apeaking to all he could find who had known him. He did this between 1836 and 1851. He tried 
to sort fact from rumour and speculation, much of it malicious. Most of this would have greatly hurt 
those who knew the facts, including his sister who, although she had been very young at the time, 
was very keen to set the record straight. Three years before this letter was written, Dr. Chambers had 
spoken to Isobel about Robert being jilted. It was no ‘jilted’ as I understand it. The lady was courted 
by two people, Robert and another, and chose the other. The lady seems to have been Elizabeth 
Gebbie, probably known as Eliza, remembered by Isobel as Ellison, and then called Alison Begbie after 
prompting by Chambers (who may have been thinking of Bonie Peggy Alison). It may be partly on this 
account that Isabella refers to the addressee of the letter as “one so friendly as yourself.”

While noting what Isabella is saying, I do not believe that her mother meant to criticise Jean, who 
had died 16 years earlier. It is quite easy in a letter to include something which can be taken other than 
as it was intended, especially if it is not the agument you are making. It should not be forgotten that, 
in the middle of Robert’s ‘idolatry’ of Highland Mary, he wrote to David Brice on 12th June 1786, and 
we see how he feels about Jean. “Never man loved, or rather adored, a woman more than I did her, 
and to confess a truth between you and me, I do still love her to distraction after all, though I won’t 
tell her so if I were to see her, which I don’t want to do. My poor dear unfortunate Jean! How happy I 
have been in thy arms! It is not the loosing her that makes me so unhappy, but for her sake I feel most 
severely.” It is clear that their love was mutual. This must have been a dreadful time for Jean, the poor 
girl was in a terrible situation.

I suggest that Isobel is very distressed that the unjust rumours about her brother chasing the lasses 
have not died a natural death after over fifty years and wants to do something about it. She tells the story 
about the ‘jilting’ to show her brother accepting what the lady says, and here she makes the point that 
it was not all one way. Next year will be the 250th anniversary of Burns’ birth. I wonder what Isobel 
would think if she knew that we still hear people trying to get a cheap laugh with nonsense about Burns 
and the lasses, drinking to excess and dying in poverty.

Isabella says that ‘her mother would be most happy to answer any questions that may occur to 
you.’ I do wish Isabel, or John Syme, or other friends had said what they meant by Burns’ faults. But I 
am sure that this letter is Isabel trying to give time a helping hand to obliterate them. Whatever it was 
she was thinking about.

Yours Sincerely, David Mackay, Lt Col (retd)
1047, The Caledonian Society of Colchester and District.

LETTERS TO EDITOR
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Dear Sir,
I refer to page 30 of the current Winter 

issue  has a comment that Clarinda is ‘the first 
musical on the life of Robert Burns to be staged in 
Scotland’. This is patently not so.

My own company, Shanter Productions, 
staged ‘Bard’ using my script with the traditional 
songs sung by Ayr amateurs, at Rozelle Park, in 
Alloway as part of the inaugural Burns Festival 
held in the summer of 1975.  We won an award 
from the Tourist Board for our efforts.  It was 
repeated in subsequent festivals as Burns- the 
Musical.

In 1987, this production was revived under 
the title, Scot Free with original music by Geoff 
Davidson and toured the Lowlands, including 
Kilmarnock, with a professional company directed 
by me under the auspices of Glasgow District 
Council.  This was again revised under the title, 

There was a Lad for Glasgow’s Year of Culture in 
1990 sponsored by Marks and Spencer.

The script was further worked on and new 
songs added by Geoff Davidson with the latest 
title, Red, Red Rose, in time for the Burns Year of 
2009 when I hope to be back living in Scotland 
again and available for any Burnsian occasions 
planned for that time.  I have already informed 
Shirley Bell of my own hopes for that year, central 
to which, of course, is the original Burns musical.

While writing, may I mention that the same 
Shanter Productions featured myself, Alannah 
O’Sullivan and Geoff Davidson (guitar) in The 
Clarinda Correspondence at St Cecelia’s Hall in 
Edinburgh in 1979 and also at Dean Castle, under 
the auspices of the late, great, Jock Thomson.

Needless to say, I wish Mike Gibb and Kevin 
Walsh well with their own efforts.Theatre needs 
all the fresh ideas it can get but I’m sure they 
will agree, nonetheless, that ‘facts are chiels that 
winna ding.’

John Cairney (Dr)

FIRST IN SCOTLAND!

————————————

HELLO FROM THE KINGDOM OF FIFE!
I am delighted to be the newest member of the World Burns Federation 

Board.  My background is in education and I am also webmaster for the 
Bowhill Peoples’ Burns Club website.

My remit with the Federation will focus on the website and in that 
context I would like to ask your help.  We intend to overhaul the site 
over the next few months and I would welcome any ideas, comments or 
feedback from any Chronicle readers.

If you are not familiar with the site itself please try to have a look.  The 
address is http://www.worldburnsclub.com/    

We also have a separate discussion forum  where you can ask questions 
and will often receive very detailed answers on anything Burns related.  
See

http://www.worldburnsclub.com/disc/discussion_forums.htm 
What would you like to see on the World Burns Federation site?
What do you want more of or less of?
I hope to make more use of new technology such as podcasts and video clips.  What would you like 

to see included? Any comments could be sent to this email address: Kevin.Thompson@anglia.ac.uk or 
to my home address which is:

27 Craigkennochie Terrace, Burntisland, Fife. KY3 9EN. Or by phone to 01592 874471
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PRESENTATION OF CHEQUES
President John Haining receiving a cheque for £1,200 from on his right Sam Thompson (Colville Park 
Social Club, Motherwell) and left Tommy Brennan (of the Colville Club) presenting a cheque for £1,200 
to Elizabeth Totten, President of the Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs.

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY AT AYR STATUE
Pictured from left to right: Pipe Major Scott Barrie (Aged 11), Federation President John Haining, Past 
President Angus Middleton and Margaret Morrall, President of Ayr Burns Club. 17 wreaths were laid, 
including 5 from Robert Burns Youth Clubs and Secondary Schools.
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ST MICHAEL’S BURNS CLUB – DUMFRIES
The newly formed Club held its first Burns Supper on Friday 11 January 2008 in the Woodlands 

Hotel, Dumfries.  The evening was voted a huge success by the Members who were thoroughly 
entertained by the top table guests.  

Chairman for the evening was President of the Club – Rev. Dr. Maurice Bond and he introduced the 
talented guests, using wit and relevant information in equal measure. 

The Immortal Memory was delivered by David Shankland MBE and as usual he held his audience 
spellbound and left everyone wanting more.

Other contributors included Dr Maureen Milton, Michael Duguid, Rab Wilson, Garth McIlorum, 
Avril Kerr, Jim Fazakerley, Hillary Irving and Sue St. Joseph.

The vote of thanks was ably given by SVP of the Club – Bill Irons.  

NOTE:
Sadly BILL IRONS passed away suddenly on 26th March.  Bill was Session Clerk at St. 

Michael’s Church and a founder member of the St. Michael’s Burns Club.  Bill was also involved 
in a number of other Organisations including Dumfries Male Voice Choir.  He was a true 
gentleman and will be sadly missed by all privileged to know him.  Our thoughts go out to his 
wife Bunty and their close-knit family.

CAN YOU HELP?
USED FOREIGN AND BRITISH POSTAGE 

STAMPS REQUIRED FOR SALE FOR
FEDERATION FUNDS.

OLD POSTCARDS ARE ALSO ACCEPTABLE, FORWARD TO THE EDITOR.
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Recently celebrated their 60th Anniversary. Pictured 
above Federation Past President Wilson Ogilvie 
assisting President Grace Brown and Elaine Anderson 
(long serving member) at the cake cutting ceremony. 
Langholm Primary 7 Recitation winners – 1st Kyle 
Devlin, 2nd Bryonny Graham and 3rd Hayley Sands.

LANGHOLM LADIES
BURNS CLUB
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RBANA group photo, taken on the main stairway of the Grand Atrium of the cruise liner Carnival Ecstacy, 
front centre is Frank Campbell of Palmetto Florida, new installed President of RBANA, and extreme left is 
Robert Boyd, Chieftain of The Heather and Thistle Society of Houston Texas, who hosted the Conference 
Cruise. Many other weel kent faces can also be spotted in this gathering.

RBANA AGM HELD ON CRUISE LINER

Committee members of Cumbernauld and District 
Burns Club photographed with the major Prizewinners 
in their Annual Schools Competition.

CUMBERNAULD 
COMPETITION

   ————————————
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ST. PETERSBURG BURNS ESSAY WINNERS - 2008
THEN GENTLY SCAN YOUR BROTHER MAN

1st – YOULIA ANDREEVNA NOZDRACHYOVA

Robert Burns is the best known of all Scottish poets. His birthday on the twenty fifth of January is 
celebrated in Scotland as a national holiday. Burns’s poems were translated into many languages. His 
lyric poetry has survived through the centuries, and he even became a national hero of Scotland as 
nobody before him had been able to create poems with such an expressive power of words, touching 
the particular strings of one’s soul. Burns is considered to be a poet who sang the common people, 
their joys and sorrows. His lyrical poems are famous for their beauty, truthfulness, and depth of feelings. 
Burns emphasized the natural simplicity and independence of the individual, and his works had a 
great influence on the English romantic poets. Robert Burns was always inspired by the love for his 
motherland: he was devoted to Scotland; he admired its forests, valleys, rivers, lakes and fields. Burns 
composed verses to the melodies of Scottish folk songs. The praise of his motherland, of its wonderful 
picturesque landscapes and the immortal spirit of the Scottish people, appears in almost all of his works. 
For example, his famous poem “My Heart’s In The Highlands” can be called a hymn to Scotland, its 
nature and its glorious past. 

Judging by the colourfulness of the descriptions and the depth of expression of emotions, Robert 
Burns can be compared with such great poets as Goethe and Schiller in Germany, Derzhavin and 
later Pushkin in Russia. As Mozart or Beethoven in music, Burns played an important role in the 
development of the national poetry. His lyrical pieces reflect the usual everyday life in all its aspects, 
showing the charm of the simple and earthy love. 

There are a lot of translations of Robert Burns’s poems into Russian, but the best ones were created 
by Samuel Marshak. He turned Burns’s masterpieces into his own masterpieces instead of making the 
exact copies, but he did not lose the general ideas and the main points of the poems, so when you 
read Robert Burns in original and in translation of Marshak, you can compare the two different views 
on one problem. 

The poetry of Robert Burns is  dedicated not only to the life of a common person and to the 
charmes of nature; Burns also reflects on the meaning of life, contemplating the world and trying to 
show it in the brilliance of the words. In his unique poem “Addressed To The Unco Guid” he touches 
upon the problem of the equal attitude to all the people despite of their social status and wealth, the 
problem of tolerance and forgiving love to a human with all his temptations and sins. 

Burns supposes that no human can be higher or better than the other judging by the amount of 
money he has or by his authority in the society. Some people who claim to be wise just pretend they 
are, some people that keep silent  about their intelligence are real wisemen. Moreover, no one is sinless: 
every human can be tempted by something, and the richer he is, the more is the risk. This idea (which 
will pass through all the poem) is stated metaphorically in the epigraph  from Solomon:

My Son, these maxims make a rule,  The cleanest corn that ere  was dight
An’ lump them aye thegither;  May hae some pyles o’ caff  in; 
The Rigid Righteous is a fool,  So ne’er a fellow-creature slight
The Rigid Wise anither: For random fits o’ daffin. 

The poem is addressed to those who are “sae guid, sae pious and sae holy”, in other words – to 
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the hypocrites, carving their sins with the mask of piety. They accuse the poor of immorality, although 
the poor do not deserve the contempt because  they are also humans, and no human must be blamed 
for his disability to resist the cruel and indifferent life. Burns satirically represents the “unco guid” who 
tries to hide his own shortcomings by deriding weak and powerless – usually the poor:

Ye’ve nought to do but mark and tell  
Your neibours’ fauts and folly!  

Robert Burns appears to be a generous humanist because he insists on the innocence of the poor:

I, for their thoughtless, careless sakes,  
Would here propone defences -  
Their donsie tricks, their black mistakes,  
Their failings and mischances.   

He assures the reader that, though the wealth is the measure of the human’s dignity, the people who 
criticise poverty are more sinful because they do not admit their sins; he unmasks the cruel and unfair 
attitude to the suffering folk in the bright and furious words:

Discount what scant occasion gave,  
That purity ye pride in;  
And (what’s aft mair than a’ the lave),  
Your better art o’ hidin.

Burns’s satire to the mighty reveals in the powerful metaphor where the poet depicts the life of an 
“unco guid” who can not let the purity, mercy and love (which belong to eternity) in his life:

Wi’ wind and tide fair i’ your tail,  
Right on ye scud your sea-way;  
But in the teeth o’ baith to sail,  
It maks a unco lee-way.   

In fact, Robert Burns justifies the poor people and claims that every human deserves mercy. He 
explains that everyone could make mistakes because the life is full of temptations and the human seems 
to be miserable compared with the power of fate. Nevertheless, those mistakes must be forgiven to the 
people who do not lie and hide them:

Then gently scan your brother man, 
Still gentler sister woman;
Tho’ they may gang a kennin  wrang, 
To step aside is human: 
One point must still be greatly dark, - 
The moving Why they do it; 
And just as lamely can ye mark, 
How far perhaps they rue it. 

So, Burns is full of love and compassion to the suffering and poor people, however he blames the 
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shameless, hypocritical and indifferent “unco guid” who can be compared with Moliere’s Tartuffe, a sly 
puritan who pretended to be godly, but was actually the artful deceiver. Like Burns, Moliere accuses 
the hypocrisy, so the theme of Burns’s poem was actual and important throughout the centuries in the 
whole world – because this theme is reflected in other works of great writers.

Taking everything into consideration, Robert Burns’s works are not dependent on time because 
their wisdom and eternity helped them remain up-to-date even though centuries passed since the poem 
“Addressed To The Unco Guid” was written. The immortal problem which is touched in the poem is 
not only the blaming of the rich and wealthy, but also the love and forgiving of the human, and that is 
absolutely necessary in our indifferent times.

2nd – MARGARITA KASABUTSKAYA

At fourteen it is difficult to answer the question who are those people called virtuous or righteous. 
What virtue is – every person has to decide by himself. The sense of this word is growing together with 
the person. In my childhood I thought that our life consists only of white and black periods alternating 
with each other, that all people can be divided into ‘bad’ and ‘good’ like in the books or films I was 
taught by. Now I understand that everything isn’t so simple and it is impossible to see such contrast 
in our life. We are often angry with those who make mistakes in their lives but we should remember 
– Don’t judge anyone and no one else will judge you.

We know the examples of people of a high morality. They devote their life to self-sacrifice and char-
ity. They don’t think about themselves only about those who are in trouble, homeless, sick or poor. 
Mother Teresa, a simple nun from India, gave her kind heart and soul those who needed her help, 
travelling throughout the world and giving everything to them. She was a real saint person who did 
small things but with great love to humanity. The spirit of a high morality is unlimited, but it can’t be 
absolute either.

More than two centuries ago one of the leading great poets of all times Robert Burns wrote to his 
society ‘The Address to the Unco Guid or the Rigidly Righteous’ as the timeless plea of a young and pas-
sionate man to intolerant generation. A poet of love and ‘castigated pulse’, Burns was not saint himself 
at all. He fell in love many times and celebrated the life of senses in his fine love-songs. He was censured 
by the church for his informal marriage with Jean Armour and his children born out of wedlock. Burns 
had an idea that goodness was wholly negative – it’s the absence of opportunity to temptation and only 
the ‘better art o’hidin’ – the ‘scant occasion’, people have for a fall. 

Nevertheless, people live in the society under God’s laws, prohibiting a lie, murder, theft and 
adultery, but goodness is not as some biological substance of people and they make mistakes in their 
lives. They have a strong desire to have or do something even though they know they shouldn’t. Our 
morality and practical deeds are always limited by outside circumstances and by strong will of people. 
Sometimes only conscience restrains us from wicked actions better than legislative restrictions of society. 
Such extreme situations like catastrophes, wars or death of the relatives make a person to accomplish 
unpredictable actions sometimes wicked and even legislative restrictions of  society can’t stop him.

For example a tragic case happened five years ago as a result of man’s carelessness and irrespon-
sibility completely destroyed the life of an ordinary Russian citizen, a respectable person, a talented 
architecture and a good family man Vitaliy Kaloev who lost all his family in the air crash. A great grief 
and impossibility to find justice forced him to take vengeance and become a killer of his enemy. It is 
obvious that this person overcame the line. His action shocked all social world. But the most important 
problem for me now is the question if personal goodness is possible in a half-righteous society. Can I 
be righteous in the world which is not virtuous itself? 
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There are self-righteous people who consider themselves to be much better than others, ‘gently 
born’ for high aims. They think that they never do anything wrong and they can judge the behaviour of 
other people because they are powerful and rich. Himself poor, Burns showed a sympathy to ploughs 
and servants, susceptible to temptations for the man and he took up the role of counsel for poor mor-
tals.

‘That frequent pass douce Wisdom’s door
For glaikit Folly’s portals’

A high society, ‘social life’ without moral principles, but possessing the power, can even ruin 
a man’s life.

Half century passed and the great Russian poet ‘a future giant’, Alexander Pushkin, who was 
full-blooded as well as Burns himself like his own Don Juan in the miniature play ‘The Stone Guest’ 
but with independent and direct response to life, suffered from court intrigues, gossips and hypocrisy 
of the aristocratic society. That atmosphere led to Pushkin’s tragic death. Sometimes people choose 
martyr’s death defending their dignity and honour than to betray their moral beliefs and principles.

Anyway, people who make mistakes in their lives will have an answer only to God and to their 
conscience.

‘Who made the heart, ‘tis He alone
Decidedly can try us’

Considering the nature of goodness, it’s possible to understand that salvation of the man depends 
on the quality of his life. Our conscience is a mirror of our morality that can’t be deceived. The impor-
tance of this was emphasized by the master of paradoxes Oscar Wilde who said ‘Sins of the flesh are 
nothing. They are maladies for physicians to cure, if they should be cured. Sins of the soul alone are 
shameful’. People are created in the order of their individual nature, but they should have their inner 
control to behave in an honest and decent way and remember about human dignity.

Owing to pressure on space the (3rd Prizewinner) IVAN RAMAEV and
NADYA KUDRIANTSEVA (Commended) their Essays will appear in

The next issue of the Burns Chronicle.

————————————

TWA EXCISEMEN
For the last eight years of his life The Poet was 

an Excise Officer covering areas in and around 
Dumfries. About the same time Thomas Paine 
author of The Rights of Man was carrying out 
similar duties in the South of England. Paine held 
extreme radical views and petitioned Parliament for 
more pay for Excise Officers. He pointed out that 
there was plenty of money available in particular if 
the bosses gave up some of their legal and illegal 
earnings. Unsurprisingly his appointment as an 
Excise Officer was terminated and he made a 
hurried exit to France and America.

He got  closely involved with the 

Revolutionaries in both countries and was one of 
the architects of The Declaration of Independence. 
Paine coined the phrase THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA.

The launch pad will be a “Bumper” 250th 
Burns Supper in Lewes Town Hall on Saturday the 
28th February 2009.Tom Winsor the ex Rail 
Regulator will deliver The Immortal Memory. 
Wilson Hunter that well known Edinburgh 
Solicitor will give his entertaining toast to “The 
Lasses”. The one and only Fiona Kennedy will 
reply in her inimitable way. An audience of up to 
300 is expected and it is planned to round off the 
evening with Scottish Country Dancing.

Alex Wilson
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THE ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION 
CONFERENCE 2008

5th, 6th, 7th SEPTEMBER

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE
This great and historic city in the North East of England, once visited by Robert Burns lies on the 

north bank of the River Tyne. Newcastle has a rich cultural heritage that dates back to the first century. 
The modern Newcastle is lively and attractive with excellent business and commercial infrastructure, 
social and entertainment amenities. It is easy to get to Newcastle, which is well served by road, rail 
and air.

VENUE 2008 - The Holiday Inn, Great North Road, Seaton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
The Hotel is located at the A1/A19 juntion north of Newcastle also close to Newcastle International 

Airport, Tyne Tunnel and the North Sea Ferry Port. There is courtesy transport to and from the airport 
and the Hotel.

This is a modern two storey hotel, with 154 bedrooms, all en-suite air conditioned rooms and have 
tea and coffee facilities, TV, trouserpress, direct dial telephones. On the ground floor is situated the 
Conference suite, bar and restaurant. There are leisure and fitness facilities available to residents. The 
hotel is set in 16 acres of land and has ample car parking.

Those travelling by car will be given directions on application.
For those who enjoy shopping there is a bus stop close to the hotel. Newcastle is known for their 

superb shops. It is a compact city and the shops are within a short walking distance.

THE CONFERENCE
Residential conference fee is £175.00 per person.
Exclusive of Saturday lunch which is an optional extra.
For those wishing a room with sole occupancy there is a supplement of £20.00. There are a 

limited number of single rooms which will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis. SINGLE 
DELEGATES please arrange to share where possible.

Although hotel rooms will not officially be available until 2.30 p.m. Conference registration will 
be on going in the Reception Foyer from 1.30 p.m. To 4.30 p.m. PROMPT. All relevant conference 
documentation will be issued at this time.

The Federation shop will be in operation on both Friday afternoon and Saturday after the A.G.M.
The Federation secretary will issue delegate-voting cards after registration.

THE A.G.M.
It is proposed that the A.G.M. will commence in the Cheviot Suite at 10.00 a.m. Prompt. Although 

there is no time limit on the use of the room, we hope to complete proceedings in good time for 
Lunch, thus allowing ample time for afternoon activities whilst still allowing delegates to fully express 
their opinion.

THE DINNERS
Friday evening reception dinner will be held in the Cheviot Suite in the hotel at 7.00 p.m. The 

evening will be a casual get together with dancing and delegate participation. Or, some delegates may 
prefer a chat and a drink at the bar.
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Saturday night’s Inaugural Dinner is of the traditionally more formal format. This will also be held in 
the Cheviot Suite. The new president and guests will be piped to the top table when the formal transfer 
of the chain of office will take place. We would ask you therefore that you present yourself at 5.45 p.m. 
For 6.30 p.m. Prompt allowing time for the formalities prior to serving the meal at 7.00 p.m. Seating 
plans will be issued and we would ask that you abide by them since place cards will also be on the 
tables. Following the time table we would hope to finish the formal dinner and speeches by 9.30 p.m. 
The evening will continue with dancing of a mixture of Ballroom and Scottish Country.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
We intend conducting a seminar on some aspect of the Bard’s life or works, commencing at 2.00 

p.m. Also in the Cheviot Suite.
It has been decided not have a bus tour to enable Delegates to visit their own places of interest 

whether local museums, the natural appeal of the many parks or the city centre.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Rather than remove ourselves to a local church we will hold an ‘in-house’ service, thus avoiding 

any transport and parking problems. This will be held in the Cheviot Suite at 10.45 a.m. Hymns and 
order of service sheets will be provided.

LUNCH SATURDAY – OPTIONAL
A buffet lunch will be supplied on the production of the ticket provided in your conference folder 

if you pre-book – cost £9.95
For those desiring Sunday lunch this will be available in the hotel restaurant payable on the day.

NON RESIDENTIAL DELEGATES
Any delegates who arrange their own accommodation will also be responsible for providing their 

own transport to and from the hotel.
The following price applies for non-residential delegates.
Friday Dinner & Social Evening £35.00
Saturday Inaugural Dinner  £45.00
Our raffle is always popular and gifts for this would be greatly appreciated. We would ask If you can 

assist to inform us when booking.

PERSONAL INSURANCE COVER
We suggest that delegates consider taking appropriate insurance cover should a cancellation have 

to be made. Whether it be single person, joint or family cover. Initial deposits are normally excluded. 
Those who have annual travel insurance should check whether covered for the U.K. We would advise 
that Conferences are now being requested to pay an initial deposit on booking with full non refundable 
payment in advance of Conference date.

Harry McGuffog, 30 South Edge, Shipley, West Yorkshire, England. BD18 4RA. Tel/Fax: 01274 
582577. E-mail: mmandhmcg@aol.com
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THE STAR O PARK LANE HOTEL, LONDON
WAS ROBBIE BURNS

By John Macmillan

The Trade Contractors Burns Society of London held their 22nd anniversary Burns supper at the 
Park Lane Hotel, London on the 25th January 2008. More than 460 revellers were welcomed by the 
organising committee, with the help of many prominent speakers and Burnsians. The evening was a 
tremendous success. The guests of honour were Mr. Ian Robertson that well known voice of Scottish 
Rugby for BBC Radio, Professor Ian Sanderson of St. Barts Hospital London Cancer Research and 
worldwide lecturer on Cancer, Mr. Evan Stone QC, Air Commodore Gordon Moulds, MBE, Mr. Robert 
Smith, Chairman of the Lighthouse Club Charity, Mr. Stephen Pycroft, Chief Executive of MACE Ltd 
and other distinguished guests. The revellers were warmly welcomed by Mr. John MacMillan. The 
Haggis was piped in by the Societys Honorary Piper Mr. Neil Esslemont of the Scots Guards Association 
Pipe Band and addressed by Donald MacPherson of Clan MacPherson.

The evening continued with fine recitations and excellent singing from tenor Mr. Tom Quinn. A 
standing ovation was given to the pipe band of the London Scottish Regiment and the Janet Cook 
Highland dancers the bonnie lasses and laddies were just perfect for the big occasion, full credit to wee 
Janet Cooke frae Clasca.

The early part of the evening, was a grand marching display by Her Majestys Band of the Grenadier 
Guards. Their programme of Burns music was brilliantly inspiring indeed, a lot of their time must 
have been spent at rehearsals to give Burns the full Credit. Such a high musical standard received the 
standing ovation it deserved. The band concluded the performance with Tom Quinn singing Rule 
Britannia, bringing everyone to their feet aye! Robbie what a night, just like the Proms.

The Tribute – The Immortal Memory to Robert Burns was given by Professor Ian Sanderson who 
delivered an extremely interesting account of the early years of Burns life as a ploughboy. He spoke 
eloquently of the humanity and humility found in the great mans poetry. He also gave an insight into his 
work with childrens’ cancer, advancements and achievements within his field of research. The standing 
ovation he received was well deserved for a great man of Scottish origin.

It is a great tribute to the people of the Construction Industry who have given their support over 
the past 22 years, who are currently refurbishing the Savoy Hotel for our return. Giving their Bawbees 
for this splendid Burns Fun Night as it has been called. Some of our charities who will benefit this year 
Burns Federation, Great Ormond Street Hospital, Royal British Legion, Age Concern, Chas Scotland, 
NSPCC and many many more.

Charities As Burns said –

But by that health, I’ve got a share o’t
And by that life, I’am promised mair o’t
My hale and weel, I’ll take care o’t
A tenner way;
Then fareweel folly, hide and hair o’t
For ance and ay.

SEE PHOTOGRAPHS ON PAGE 3 OF COVER

John MacMillan
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CLARINDA THE MUSICAL
Edinburgh and on tour Jan 25- Feb16, 2008

After the debasement of Burns by Kate Dunbar on Burns Night TV, Emma and I  thought that 
Clarinda- the Musical with an 8 day run at the Netherbow on the Capital’s Royal Mile might be 
a useful antidote the following week. Joyce McMillan the Performing Arts Critic of The Scotsman 

had given the show a poor rating with some scathing comments, but had somewhat reluctantly 
accepted that the audience had seemed pleased, as she put it, ‘’the further the lyrics descended into 
the realms of McGonigall !!’’

We ended up more pro- McMillan than we would have wished.  The neat little theatre, now the 
home of the Scottish Story Telling Centre was an excellent venue within a stone throw of the howffs 
frequented by Robert. The chaise longue centre and writing desk/ table on one side made a nice single 
set for the MacLehose drawing room and the Mauchline Burns home respectively.   A Musical, however, 
this wasn’t: more a play with songs added. The libretto of the songs was mostly trite and trivial with 
contemporary expressions creating a lot of anachronisms for those who had any knowledge of the 
language of the period.  The songs seemed monotonous in rhythm and tone exemplified when the 
peerless Ae fond kiss was sung unaccompanied ( to the more popular modern tune) by the actor who 
played the poet’s part late on.

Mistakes were few but galling. Ayr was frequently referred to as home for Robert and the blurb 
boldly advertised that this- the affair with Clarinda – was the first time Robert had been spurned by 
the opposite sex. Not so, as we all know.  Yet again, however, as happens all too often with the Bard’s 
life generally, the writers, Mike Gibb and Kevin Walsh have given too much emphasis to the physical 
and emotional involvement of Sylvander and Clarinda with, in particular, constant reference to Burns’s 
sexual prowess and the results, and barely a reminder that the Robert Burns and Nancy McLehose affair 
was, in contrast to other liaisons, an intellectual meeting of minds. 

On the plus side, the four actors played their parts reasonably well though George Drennan looked 
somewhat unsure and unconvincing as Burns.   Gillian Budd as Jean Armour and the maid Jenny Clow 
was excellent in voice.  Clarinda ( I don’t have the actor’s name) was a delight and all would have 
benefited from a better script. The accompanying background music to the lyrics was good. 

As always, Burnsians are never bored when Burns is portrayed on stage: just a pity this couldn’t 
have been a more satisfying show.  A final thought: would it not be good if the play on the same subject 
(The Other Dear Charmer) performed at the Edinburgh Festival of 1954, could not be revived for next 
year’s 250th anniversary of the poet’s birth? 

RONNIE CRICHTON
————————————

Alistair was larger than life, he was like a breath 
of fresh air, as secretary of the 1053 Burns Club, 
albeit for a short 7 months. His untimely death 
at a comparitively young age brought sadness. 
However protocol appeared to come all to easily 
to him, an avid letter writer and talented master 
of ceremonies, he left no stone unturned in his 
duties as secretary.

Alistair was also very active in the Masonic 

ALISTAIR GORDON ARMSTRONG
(9th December 1934 - 9th February 2008)

Fraternity, being a founder member and past 
Master of Lodge of St. Giles in Corby N. Hants. 
His knowledge of Free Masonry was such that 
for many years he ran the lodge of instruction in 
Corby.

He will be sadly missed by his partner Helen, 
the members of the 1053 Burns Club and the 
Masonic Fraternity in Corby.

T. F. Kelly
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TOM McILWRAITH
1924-2007

TOM was born at Dalmore Stables, Stair, 
Ayrshire on 16th January, 1924. He attended 
Ayr Academy on Leaving there he joined Scottish 
Aviation at Prestwick Airport where he commenced 
his engineering apprenticeship. He joined the 
Royal Air Force and was later transferred to 
the Fleet Air Arm, when the VG2 came he left 
and returned to Scottish Aviation at Prestwick 
then moved to Renfrew Airport and finally to 
Turnhouse Airport, Edinburgh. In 1960 he joined 
Ferranti as a Chief Engineer with the flying unit 
and was there until his retiral in 1989.

After retiral he came heavily involved with 
Vintage cars, competing in the two British Film 
Rally’s Stirling. President of the Edinburgh 
Ayrshire and Edinburgh District Burns Clubs 
and involved in reforming the Edinburgh 200 

Club. His interest in Robert Burns commenced 
after attending a Burns supper in Prestwick in 
the 1940’s. President of the Robert Burns World 
Federation in 1983 taking office in Annapolis, 
U.S.A.

If there was a record kept for the number of 
attendances at Federation Executive and Annual 
Conferences, Tom would top the list. His work 
and dedication on the Committee of the School’s 
Competitions was equally impressive. During his 
membership of the Federation apart from being 
a worthy and popular President, for a period 
was Convener of Finance, and served on other 
committees.

Prior to Tom’s untimely passing he 
presented a trophy for competition for the young 
schoolchildren, the inscription is as follows:- 
“TOM McILWRAITH TROPHY for Robert 
Burns World Federation PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
FESTIVAL Team Singing 2007”. Our thoughts 
at this time are with his dear wife, Helen who 
was ever present and equally supportive of her 
husband’s love of Robert Burns.

IN APPRECIATION
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MAUCHLINE PRESIDENT
President John Sutherland handing over The 

Chain of Office to the new President, Bill Sharpe.
(See also page 27)

DIARY of EVENTS
Details of Robert Burns related events to be held 
throughout the HOMECOMING YEAR 2009.
Information for inclusion under this heading 
should be sent DIRECT to the Editor. Entries may 
be subjected to change of date, venue etc. Events 
not in order of date, and will be updated as and 
when required.

————————
Issue of Burns STAMPS by Royal Maill 22nd 
January 2009.
BURNS SUPPER Lewes Town Hall 22nd February, 
2009 – “Twa Excisemen” – Robert Burns and 
Thomas Paine.
Robert Burns World Federation ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 4-6th September, 2009 in 
Grosvenor Hotel, Edinburgh. Approx cost for 
weekend £250 per person. Contact H. McGuffog, 
01274 582577.

Robert Burns World Federation BURNS SUPPER 
24th January 2009 in the Brig O’ Doon Hotel, 
Alloway.
Robert Burns World Federation SUMMER 
SCHOOL in the Crichton Campus, Dumfries 
possibly July, 2009.
Robert Burns World Federation SHOWCASE 
CONCERT for past and present winners of the 
Schools Competitions. Venues yet to be decided.

EVENTS BY INDIVIDUALS WILL NOT BE 
RECORDED IN THIS COLUMN.

RECENT DONATIONS
Scottish Executive 20,000.00
Mr. Seditas/Donation to Leglen Wood 4.00
Mrs. I. Storie/Leglen Wood 250.00
Irvine Lasses 100.00
Leila Bain/Leglen Wood 50.00
M&A Crawley/Leglen Wood 50.00
J. McAusland 5.00
Niagara Falls Burns Club/Leglen Wood 48.00
Gelston Rural/Mike Duguid 10.00
W. C. Anderson (J. Haining) 150.00
I. McKnight Glasgow Academy Dairsie 10.00
T. F. Kelly/Donation to Schools 25.00
A. Miller 100.00
D. Hartgerink 67.00
Const Trade Contractors/
 Schools Piping Comp. 1,000.00
Const Trade Contractors/Leglen Wood 500.00
Stone Icons 4,250.00
Grampian (Corby) Assoc. No. 1053 100.00
J. Paterson/Leeds Cal. Society No. 548 100.00
Kilbryde Burns Club/Leglen Wood 86.00
Ravenscraig Burns Club/
 Donation to Schools 1,200.00
H. Monahan 60.00
John Paterson/Northian & Dist. 40.00
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BOOK REVIEW…
A history of the GLASGOW HAGGIS CLUB, No. 
33 on the role of the World Federation of Burns 
Clubs and Instituted in 1872, has been compiled 
by DAVID SIBBALD.
It is felt that this may have a wider appeal than 
just be of interest to members and family of 
past members as there are chapters on - Burns 
connections with Glasgow. The rise of early Burns 
Clubs. Detailed tours of Edinburgh and Burns 
related places from our Spring Outings. The book 
costs £12.95 including post and packing for the 
U.K. and £15.50 for overseas.
E-mail: david@robertburns.plus.com for more 
imformation
Secure payment can also be made at
www.robertburns.plus.com/CD.htm

————————————

Top Table Front Row from left to right: Fergus Ewing MSP 
(Immortal Memory), Cliff Sim (Senior Vice-President), Mrs. 
Linda Stewart (Reply to Lasses), Rev. Douglas Clyne (Toast to 
Lasses). Back row left to right: Dr. Neil Chisholm (Treasurer), 
Mrs. Sheila Chisholm, Erik Lundberg (Secretary), Mrs. 
Clyne. (See report overleaf).

INVERNESS CLUB’S 
ANNUAL SUPPER
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CLUB REPORTS
REPORT FOR SESSION 2007-08 - 695. KILMARONOCK 
BURNS CLUB (WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE) — As usual, 
two functions were held in Kilmaronock Millennium Hall, 
Gartochan, and were presided over by our Chairman, Ian 
Forrester. The St. Andrew’s Night Entertainment on Saturday, 
24 November 2007, was attended by 45 members. Colin 
O’Brien, former Provost of Stirling, proposed the ‘Toast to 
Scotland’; Kevin Stewart played his accordion for the general 
dancing; John Muir and youngsters from Milngavie Pipe 
Band delighted us with their piping and Shona Rostant sang, 
accompanied by Anna Cameron. The Club’s 58th Burns 
Supper was held on Friday, 1 February 2008, with 81 persons 
present, 11 of whom were guests. Bill Kean from Old Kilpatrick 
proposed a splendid ‘Immortal Memory.’ The ‘Toast to the 
Lasses’ was proposed by the Rev. Malcolm Wright and replied 
to by Vivien Dance of Clynder. The haggis was piped in by John 
Muir and addressed by Dr. Tom Barlow, from Dumbarton, who 
also recited brilliantly ‘Tam O Shanter’ and ‘The Address to the 
Unco Guid’. Shona Rostant sang, accompanied by Bill Kean, It 
was a highly successful evening enjoyed by all present.

Katharine M. E. Liston
ROBERT BURNS CLUB OF TORONTO — Our Burns 
Supper at the Granite Club on Friday, January 25, was 
acclaimed as the best Burns Supper in Canada in Scotland’s 
national newspaper, the Scotsman. We would not be so 
presumptuous as to think we were number one in Canada but 
we categorically lay claim to the fact that we are up there with 
the very best. Three hundred and fifty guests assembled at the 
Granite Club for the celebration of Burns’ birthday and they 
were treated to an unforgettable evening. Under the direction of 
Pipe Major Ian Lang, fourteen members of the 48th Highlanders 
held us in awe with soul-stirring pipes and drums throughout 
the evening, also playing for the highly popular Scottish country 
dancing under the guidance of David Booz. And, of course, 
we were royally entertained with Burns & Scottish airs on the 
fiddle by our charming and talented young violinist, Stefanie. 
The evening was masterfully coordinated by our renowned 
M.C., Reverend Malcolm Sinclair, and the traditional speeches 
were well received. Lachlan Hamilton did the honours with a 
stirring and humorous “Address to the Haggis” with the benefit 
of an English translation for the uninitiated; our members’, 
David Campbell and Maggie McEwan, “Toast to the Lasses” 
and rebuttal were graciously delivered and for the “Immortal 
Memory” we repeated last year’s successful formula with 
Gordon Hepburn doing the honours with background back-up 
by Stefanie on her magic fiddle, the speech being interspersed 
with six of Burns’ most popular and beautiful songs by our 
very own tenor, David Campbell with accompanist, Eric. After a 
thoroughly enjoyable and fun-filled evening with serious Burns’ 
moments, midnight saw it drawing to a close with large inner 
and outer circles belting out the Bard’s “Auld Lang Syne”. For 
your diaries make a note of Friday, January 23, 2009, and be 

sure to book as soon as details are promulgated. This year’s 
Burns Supper was sold out more than two weeks in advance and 
we anticipate a similar situation next January.

Gordon Hepburn
INVERNESS BURNS CLUB - A company of around 100 sat 
down in the Lochardil House Hotel, Inverness to enjoy our 
Annual Burns Supper chaired by Senior Vice-President Cliff Sim. 
Cliff stepped in with only a few hours notice after our President, 
Hugh Grant, was taken ill (thankfully now recovered). The Top 
Table guests were piped in by Bill Hamilton who later Addressed 
the Haggis in his impressive and inimitable style. At the end 
of the meal, Senior Vice-President Cliff invested Past President 
Chris Silver with his medallion marking his two years in office. 
Our raffle was then drawn and many prizes distributed. S. V. 
President Cliff toasted “The Toun We Bide In” though Inverness 
is now a city. The Immortal Memory was enjoyably delivered by 
Fergus Ewing MSP who relaged us with his love to Burns and 
amusing political anecdotes that had us all laughing. This was 
followed by Rev Douglas Clyne who skilfully proposed the Toast 
to the Lasses in a well-crafted, humorous speech and the response 
was very cleverly and wittily undertaken by Mrs. Linda Stewart, 
The Toast to the Guests was briefly given by Club Secretary, Erik 
Lundberg, and the reply undertaken at short notice by Douglas 
Yule, as the original choice was indisposed. Throughout the 
evening we thoroughly enjoyed songs from borth Len Johnson 
and Jan Bell, singing solos, expertly accompanied as ever by 
Sheila Bruce. After the main speeches, Past-President David 
Henderson led the communal singing of some of Burns best 
known songs before Mike Halley, Junior Vice-President thanked 
S.V. President Cliff Sim for his capable handling of the whole 
evening. The evening then concluded with Auld Lang Syne.
BARMILL JOLLY BEGGARS – Just a brief note to thank 
everyone who support the Barrmill Jolly Beggars Annual 
Celebration held in Beith Masonic Hall on Friday January 
25. I think everyone agreed it was an outstanding evening of 
entertainment. Jim Thompson and Billy Davey, two Rosebery 
lads with the Immortal Memory and Lassies respectively, were 
in great form. Pat Harkins and Harry Young were as usual our 
stalwart singers and Iain Shaw and Iain Skene were in brilliant 
form with the Twa Dogs; Tam ‘’Shanter and Holy Iain Shaw’s 
Prayer. We had a new speaker all the way from Englandshire via 
Beith, David MacLeod, who address the wee beastie, showing 
considerable talent indeed. All in all it was a great night of fun 
and fellowship, ably chaired by President Jon Dickerson. 
Thanks to all our speakers, readers and singers. It was also nice 
to see so many folk who travelled quiet considerable distances to 
be with us. Indeed two who flew up from England didn’t arrive 
until after 9.00 pm because their flight was delayed. However, 
they did get a meal and enjoyed most of the event.
Our St Andrew’s Dinner will be held on Friday November 28 in 
Beith Bowling Club. Cheers.

Donald L Reid
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PARK LANE LONDON HONOURS 
THE BARD

(BELOW: A SELECTION OF THE ENTERTAINMENT – CAN ANY CLUB TOP THIS!)
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