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It is with great sadness we record the passing of MOLLIE RENNIE on Friday 29th May, 
2009. Daughter of the late Mary Thomson who held many important posts within the 
Burns Movement, including in 1949 becoming Hon. Vice-President of the Federation. 

Mollie followed in her mother’s footsteps and during the last 60 odd years held an endless 
list of appointments culminating in 1980 when she became the second lady to hold the office 
of Federation President. Since 1949 Mollie missed only a few Annual Conferences and in an 
official capacity visited Russia (on more than one occasion) Denmark, Canada, Ireland not to 
mention most of the United Kingdom.

Her funeral took place on Friday 5th June at the South Lanarkshire Crematorium in the 
presence of a large gathering of her many friends and members of the Federation. Our thoughts 
at this time go out to her family.

In the Autumn issue of the Burns Chronicle we reported that MABEL IRVING, the Bard of 
Greenock Burns Club and First lady President had been awarded the M.B.E. for her work 
in Arts in Scotland. It gives us much pleasure to record that in April Mabel received her 

medal from Lord Lieutenant, Guy Clark. Pictured on Mabel’s right President Margaret Kane 
and on her left Isobel Lind. Back row from left to right: Jane McGilp, Jean Anderson and Anne 
Fawbert. All the ladies being Past Presidents of the Greenock Club.

A UNIQUE OCCASION
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

“HOMECOMING” EDITION

BURNS CHRONICLE
 

YOU may recall that in 1996 we produced a Special hardback edition 
of The Chronicle, which was quickly sold out. We are issuing a similar 
hardback edition to mark the 250th Anniversary of the Birth of Robert 
Burns, available as before by Subscription. (This book is an addition to 
the normal Chronicles) printed A4 size in colour, with dust jacket.

It will be published January/February, 2010 in order that all events during 
2009 up until December 2009 are included. Estimated cost £20 per 
copy.

Your involvement is urgently required in the hope that You or your Club 
can contribute to any or all of the following chapters in the book:- 1. 
EVENTS which took place during the Year of “Homecoming” 2009. 2. 
DID YOU KNOW? Historical facts – Going back over the years about your 
Club, Member or maybe yourself! 3. LOOKING BACK – A pictorial record 
of events in the World of Robert Burns by Clubs, Individual members 
of the Burns Federation – Brief Club History. 4. ACADEMICS – Essays, 
Immortal Memories etc., of an Academic nature on the Life and Works of 
the Poet. 5. A POET’S CORNER.

Included within the book will be A DEFINITIVE HISTORY of BURNS 
COTTAGE from 1750 until 2009, 48 pages illustrated and inserted as an 
integral part of the book.

I have already produced some 150 pages, now I await your contributions. 
Will You or your Club be included in the  Special “Homecoming” Edition, 
I hope so!
 

Peter J. Westwood (Editor)
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THIS edition has been reduced in 
number of pages owing to the fact 
that many items submitted were 

for publication in the “HOMECOMING” 
edition of the Burns Chronicle a hardback 
edition to be available by Subscription early 
next year. See announcement on previous 
page.

Our front cover features Lady Stair’s 
House in Edinburgh which contains an 
interesting collection of Robert Burns and 
Sir Walter Scott manuscripts and relics, and 
was presented to the City of Edinburgh by 
the then Lord Rosebery.

On the entrance to Lady Stair’s Close 
there is a bronz tablet which records “In 
a house on the East side of this Close, Robert 
Burns lived during his first visit to Edinburgh, 
1786.”

Illustration by William Miller from a 
postcard in “The Deltiology of Robert Burns.”
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on being made an Honorary LLD at Glasgow 
University. The award took  place at a 
ceremony on 17th June, 2009.

————————————

 ROBERT BURNS AROUND THE WORLD
 An Exhibition paying tribute to Robert Burns’ 

International Appeal and jointly sponsored by the 
Robert Burns World Federation and Dumfries 
& Galloway Cultural Services, held in the 
Midsteeple High Street Dumfries. The exhibition 
was officially opened on Friday 10th July and will 
remain open until 31st August, 2009. The event 
is in commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of 
the Birth of the Poet.

The items in the Exhibition are from the 
Federation’s Archives, the centrepiece being the 
two Chinese paintings, the first time on public 
display, together with the original copy of the 
Poet’s Coat of Arms. A full report with illustrations 
will appear in the Special “Homecoming” Edition 
of the Burns Chronicle.

Peter J. Westwood
(Editor)

President Bill Dawson at the Official Opening.

The Matriculation of the Poet’s Coast of Arms on 
Display
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RETIRAL OF
SHIRLEY BELL

 
The name of Shirley Bell will always be 

linked with the future of the Robert Burns World 
Federation,

In 1996 there was a need to celebrate the 
Bi-Centenary of this Poet born in Alloway and 
identified with Dumfries where the mausoleum 
surrounding his last resting place gives eloquent 
and permanent recognition of his short life and 
many achievements.

There were many ceremonies and celebrations 
in Scotland and throughout the world but the 
Council based in Dumfries wanted this also to 
be an extra special year for Doonhamers and 
Gallovidians at home and abroad and for this to 
spill over into the wider Scottish community.

Shirley Bell was recruited to oversee a 
programme yet to be built and to work in close 
association with the Council and its Officers.  
Shirley does not see problems – only opportunities- 
and with a blank sheet of paper she soon prepared 
an outline which was then moulded in to a realistic 
plan and obtained the assent of the Council and 
the vital funding so necessary to implement a year 
long programme.

A memorable year followed and tributes to 
the hard work and enthusiasm of Shirley flowed.

The Robert Burns Federation has a long history 
going back to the founding fathers and their aims 
and aspiration stretching back to the early 1880’s.   
Down through many years the Federation 
survived on the goodwill of the clubs and a 
supply of Honorary Secretaries who had the time 
and expertise to manage the organisation with the 
backing and answerable to representatives meeting 
quarterly.  A succession of Presidents had access 
to secretarial staff at no cost to the Federation.  
Although latterly there had been a permanent 
member of administration staff provided through 
the auspices of the Federation it was becoming 
apparent that changes had to be implemented.   
Not changes for the sake of change but change 
for the sake of being a modern organisation in a 
world revolving towards computerisation and the 

need to market and gain a foothold in the world 
of economic survival.

There had to be a quantum leap from the old 
world of doing things to the new world of change 
to meet challenge.

After numerous discussions, wide consultation 
and a united determination the need for a Chief 
Executive was identified.

Many candidates were interviewed and Shirley 
Bell was selected.  In September 1997 became 
Chief Executive. A wise selection.

Shirley arrived with excellent testimonials 
to her activities with the Council, a wealth of 
business knowledge from her former Hotel 
Management experience and also the undoubted 
benefit of having been a Past President of the 
Dumfries Ladies Burns Club.

From the moment of her arrival Shirley drove 
herself relentlessly to get the newly named Robert 
Burns World Federation on a sound financial 
footing.   Everyone who has had any connection 
with money raising knows that this is in itself 
an enormous task.  Sometimes running up the 
down escalator against fearful odds and in the 
knowledge that economic forces were constantly 
shutting doors and reducing possibilities.

Here was a Burns person developing and 
progressing ideas about Burns and all for the 
present and future of the Burns Federation.  An 
unbeatable combination.

Nothing ventured, nothing gained and Shirley 
tackled all problems head on. When she joined 
the Federation the prospects were gloomy to say 
the least of it.  As she leaves the Federation she is 
passing on a torch of financial soundness and the 
flame of that torch has got to be kept glowing for 
the months and years ahead.  Money raising is not 
a one off effort but a constant ongoing thrust to 
ensure stability and financial security.

Who else but Shirley could go to a meeting 
with Scotland’s First Minister and walk out with 
his on the spot application for membership of 
the Robert Burns World Federation signed and 
sealed?

The Robert Burns World Federation is a 
“people based” organisation and working with 
people has always been the strength of Shirley 
Bell.
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Convenors of the various Committees have 
contributed to the success of the Federation and 
Shirley was always at hand to encourage them.  
Having an overview of the Federation made her a 
central figure in all that was being achieved.

Shirley smiled where others might despair and 
her departure from the Chief Executive’s role will 
be sadly missed by one and all.

To relate her many achievements from creation 
of a rose garden, her dealings with everyone at 
any and all levels, getting individual members, 
creating a Patron’s part, a long list of achievements 
reflecting her sheer creativity has put the Robert 
Burns World Federation on a sound footing.

Shirley might leave Office but she will never 
retire.

Past President Murdo Morrison

AS Editor of the Burns Chronicle it would be 
remiss of me not to make comment on Shirley’s 
departure as our Chief Executive, as mentioned 
above she will never retire, she has too many strings 
to her bow, to name but one, her love for Queen 

of the South. As we are about to embark on the 
production of a Special “Homecoming” edition of 
the Burns Chronicle, it was to a large extent to the 
role played by Shirley in 1996 that I was able to 
produce the successful edition that year, in fact 
looking through the pages today I am reminded 
time and time again of just how important to the 
Robert Burns Movement Shirley’s appointment by 
Dumfries Council then later when she joined the 
Burns Federation has turned out.

Shirley has opened up the Federation to the 
world as never before, names like Kofi Annan 
and the United Nations, Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown and our own First Minister (below), now a 
Member, have all appeared in her diary. This then 
is not goodbye.

Peter J. Westwood (Editor)

‘Praise Woman still,’ his lordship roars,
‘Deserv’d or not, no matter!’
But thee whom all my soul adores,
 There Flattery cannot flatter!

Robert Burns
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FARMING TO IMMORTALITY
SPRING 1788

By Ian MacMillan (Wester Ross Burns Club)

In this final episode of our look at Robert Burns’ life we journey with the poet, away from the glitter 
of fashionable Edinburgh, to tenant a new farm. Robert’s brother Gilbert, his mother, siblings, and 
the two children were now established in Mossgiel Farm, Mauchline, secured with a significant part 

of the proceeds from the Edinburgh editions of Robert’s poems .
Burns had foreseen that his fashionable star which burst over Edina would be short-lived and he 

wanted to make a new life while he was still ahead. So he accepted the offer of a farm to rent from his 
friend, Patrick Miller. He planned then to formalise his marriage to Jean Armour and that she and the 
children would join him on the farm. He was also determined to keep another iron in the fire, that of 
becoming an excise officer. Robert was not confident that he could make a decent living for his family 
from farming so sought a more secure and better paid occupation

In April he commenced his training to become an exciseman.
In May 88 he solemnised his marriage to Jean Armour, prior to formal approval from the Kirk. This 

time he was given than full support from her parents who’s servility to their, now famous, son in law 
disgusted him.  

As if farming, marriage and excise work were not enough for our young man , he was also determined 
to keep writing poems and increasingly songs ‘just for fun.’

 
Ellisland 1788 to 1791, 3 years, Burns 29 to 32 

Ellisland Farm lies some 5 miles North of Dumfries on the West bank of the River Nith. It was 
the least fertile of the farms offered for tenancy by Patrick Miller, but its very attractive location sold 
it to Robert. Others, more experienced in farming, described it as ‘a poet’s choice.’. The farm was in 
poor condition. In fact Miller, who had not seen it prior to purchase, was not at all impressed. The 
soil was stony and under-nourished. Major work was required to drain, wall, fence and lime the land. 
The tenancy agreement, unusually for 76 years, starting at £50pa, required the landlord to pay for a 
farmhouse to be constructed for his new tenant.

Robert lived a very mixed life during the Spring and Summer of 1788. His Excise duties were to 
start in September. In the meantime, apart from working on the farm, he regularly commuted between 
Ellisland and Mauchline where he and his Bonny Jean had set up their first home in a house owned 
by his old friend Dr John Mackenzie. Robert made good use of the time it took on horseback for these 
45 mile journeys. We can imagine him, as he later described Tam o’ Shanter, riding along, humming 
an old Scottish air, stopping from time to time to make a note of the words he had been crafting to the 
music.

Burns employed a local builder to construct the farmhouse. It is reported that he placed the first 
stone and inscribed it with Masonic symbols. He also hired labourers to work on the land. But he was 
very much a hands on farmer so worked himself on  ploughing, seeding, draining and constructing 
fences and walls.

He was regarded as a competent, hard working farmer by his neighbours, most of whom he did 
not seem to think very highly. However he did make good and useful contacts with some of the local 
gentry.

Robert was respected for adopting some of the new ideas on animal husbandry and for increasing 
milk yields by replacing the traditional black cattle with Ayrshires. His first harvest was poor but he did 
get a good crop of apples from the small orchard.
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Farming
Farming was being drastically affected by his country’s dramatic Enlightenment. Scotland, 

previously regarded as a little, backward outpost at the far edge of Europe at the turn of the century, was 
now a hotbed of industry and innovations. Edinburgh, described as the Athens of North, was leading 
new ideas in Medicine, Science, Economics and the Arts. Glasgow, taking full advantage of the opening 
up to trade of England’s colonies, became a powerhouse of new and developing industry. Farming was 
no exception.

Agricultural practice, which had been hidebound by superstition and rigidity based on past practice, 
was changing hugely. New crops were being introduced, as was much better planned crop rotation. 
Threshing mills, new ploughs and different livestock were being introduced by innovative landlords all 
over the country, in spite of widespread hostile and at times violent opposition.

Robert was well aware of some of these improvements. Also his landlord, Patrick Miller, was a 
great inventor as well as innovator. Miller had the world’s first manually powered, paddle-wheeled boat 
constructed and taken over a present to the King of Sweden. It was symptomatic of the time that the 
tangible thank you was not the gold and jewelled casket but its contents. It was full of a new, hardy type 
of turnip seed which became known, unsurprisingly, as Swedes. Soon to be a major source of winter 
vegetables and fodder for animals, they were first regarded as such a delicacy that they were served as 
the sweet course in posh Edinburgh salons.

   
Ellisland

During this time Burns was not greatly impressed with his temporary lodgings. As he described in a 
letter to his sponsor Mrs Dunlop, This is the second day my honoured Friend, that I have been on my 
farm.- A solitary inmate of an old smoky spence; far from every object I love or by whom I am Belov’d. 
A spence is a small parlour and he lodged in the home of the previous tenants. His letters to Jean, few 
as they were, stated how much he was missing her and looking forward to having her move in to their 
new home in the Autumn, the planned completion date. Builders then, as now, did not place as much 
priority on speedy entry as Robert did so Jean had to move into temporary rented accommodation in 
October. The farmhouse was not completed until the following April, 1789. Their newly appointed maid 
describes to us how she was made to walk ahead over the new threshold bearing the family bible on 
top of which Robert had placed a plate of salt to keep the devil away and bring good fortune to their 
new home.

In August 1788 Rev. Auld and his elders, including Holy Willy, formally approved the ‘previously 
irregular marriage.’ Between Robert  Burns and Jean Armour. The Kirk Session minutes go on to say – 
In regard the Session have a title in law to some fine for behoof of the poor, they agree to refer to Mr 
Burns his own generosity. 

A sentence added states. ‘Mr Burns gave a guinea for behoof of the poor.’ 
One puzzling aspect of the poet’s behaviour at this time was how reluctant he seemed to let some 

of his more upper crust friends such as Mrs Dunlop and, perhaps not so surprising, Clarinda know 
of his betrothal. Also, amongst many letters written at this time some describe Mrs Burns very nicely, 
others would make you wonder why he married her. However he did write the song, ‘I love my Jean’ as 
a honeymoon song to his new, yet well kent, bride.

Of a’ the airts the wind can blaw,
 I dearly like the West;
For there the bonnie Lassie lives,
The Lassie I lo’e best: 
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Songs and rhymes
Now at the age of 30 our Bard was not only the tenant of the farm but head of a growing household. 

Jean brought her sister and two girl servants. Their only surviving child, Robert, and his half sister 
Elizabeth (A poets welcome to his love begotten daughter) were still being looked after by Burns’ mother 
and brother Gilbert at Mossgiel. Jean had lost her namesake child, Robert’s twin sister, and the previous 
year two more twin girls died within weeks of being born in March 1788.

Jean herself had been trained in housekeeping, milking and cheese making by Robert’s mother and 
sisters at Mauchline. By this time Robert had decided to change the farm from arable to dairy so Jean 
and the servants were soon hard at work. 

 Robert had a herd of some 20 cows and  heifers. He also had 4 horses for ploughing and transport. 
As well, there were a few sheep of which Robert was especially fond, perhaps remembering ‘Old 
Mailie.’

Our Bard’s Muse settled very comfortably with him into Ellisland. Robert had a very productive 3 
years on this farm. His letters refer to him sending many draft poems and songs to friends for comment. 
He had by now decided to concentrate most of his effort on songs, so regular packages made their way 
from Dumfriesshire to Edinburgh where James Johnson would include them in the latest volume of the 
Scots Musical Museum. Burns describes how he made very good use of the hours spent on horseback 
going about his duties, at the plough, and in his parlour rocking on his old elbow chair.

He also describes gaining great inspiration from his strolls along the lovely River Nith, perhaps then 
going on to pen at Friars Carse Hermitage. This folly had been built by  Captain Robert Riddell a very 
interesting neighbour who was a farmer, coin-collector and musician.   

Captain Riddell had built a reproduction of a druid’s circle and constructed within it the Hermitage 
as a replica of the kind of retreat a monk would have used long ago. He and Burns got on famously so 
he gave the Bard a key. This proved ideal for the peace and quiet our poet needed at times.

One particularly heartfelt poem from this time was when Robert saw a wounded hare shot by a 
clumsy sportsman run by him from a field beside the farm. Robert imagined its lonely death and cursed 
the hunter. 

Elegy on a wounded hare

Inhuman man! Curse on thy barb’rous art,
 And blasted be thy murder-aiming eye;
 May never pity soothe thee with a sigh,
Nor ever pleasure glad thy cruel heart!

Jean herself tells us how one clear, crisp, frosty night she went to call Robert in from where he was 
lying on a haystack deep in thought. When he entered he recited what he had been composing.

To Mary in Heaven  

Thou ling’ring star with lessening ray
 That lov’st to greet the early morn,
Again thou usher’st in the day
 My Mary from my soul was torn.

 
But all of this prodigious output, including many songs, paled into insignificance beside what he 

regarded as his greatest work. An artist/antiquarian, Francis Grose, had been travelling throughout 
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Scotland taking notes and creating very fine drawings of ancient ruins, castles etc. Robert had given him 
advice on where to go in Ayrshire including the auld kirk at Alloway where Burns’ father was buried. 
In return Grose asked for a poem about some of the many supernatural tales with which that area 
abounded. Jean describes Robert striding up and down his favourite path beside the Nith alternately 
laughing and weeping while loudly reciting his masterpiece, Tam O’ Shanter.

Kings may be blest,, but Tam was glorious
O’er a’ the ills of life victorious!
But pleasures are like poppies spread 
You seize the flower its bloom is shed.

Now this productive period was about to end. Robert could clearly see just how much work and 
expense would be required to make a real success of Ellisland. When he compared this with the 
guaranteed, secure salary available for positions within the Excise he decided to put an end to farming 
and seek promotion with the service.

Exciseman Burns  
It is difficult to imagine the reaction of Robert’s drinking cronies to the news that Poet Burns was to 

become an exciseman, a position he himself described as  ‘a gauger of auld wives’ barrels.’
This required an expensive, 6 weeks training. He started at £35 pa to rise to £50 pa when fully 

trained. This would then rise to £70 pa on promotion. This compared rather well with the £7 pa he 
and Gilbert were paid as farm workers.  Robert began his 6 weeks training in Tarbolten on the 7th April 
1788.

The normal process, after Robert had passed this training period and received his Commission, 
would have meant him becoming an Expectant, a trainee Exciseman, and waiting for a position to 
become available. Needless to say Robert wanted things to progress faster. So he lobbied influential 
friends and suggested that a current incumbent could be retired to make way for him.

This did eventually happen but not for over a year.
Other friends urged him to stick to farming and the Edinburgh Chronicle painted a happy but 

totally inaccurate picture of Burns as a content, retired farmer writing poems and songs in a joyful, rural 
retreat with his family.

By the end of July 1789 he was writing to friends referring to Ellisland as a ‘ruinous bargain’ and 
that he intended to give up farming. On the 7th August  he was appointed as Riding Officer to cover 10 
parishes in Upper Nithsdale. This involved riding up to 40 miles/day, per 5 day week. Thus commenced 
his 7 years as an Exciseman. This was not a problem in the summer when he could trot along gathering 
more ballads and refine words to his songs but it proved very exhausting in the winter and his health 
suffered, particularly as he was also a part-time farmer.

        However the Excise was turning out even better than he had hoped. There were prospects 
for promotion and he was able to augment his income significantly. Not  only was he entitled to half 
the fines levied on smugglers he had brought to justice, but he was also entitled to half the contraband 
seized. This, early days’ performance bonus, certainly encouraged the Officers to be dedicated and to 
pursue their duties vigorously!

In January 1790 Robert was informed he had been placed on the list of Candidates for promotion. 
First to Examiner then, eventually, to the much sought after position of Supervisor.

In July of 1790, after again pulling strings, Robert was appointed to one of the two Footwalks 
positions in Dumfries which existed in every sea-port. This carried some £70pa including perks and did 
not require the expense of a horse. 
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There are few surviving anecdotes of how Robert carried out his duties but, apart from being 
admonished and warned for un-patriotic behaviour when he supported both French and American 
revolutions, he seems to have been a very diligent and trusted officer. We have some ‘Robin Hood’ like 
tales where he supposedly warns women trying to avoid taxes on the beer they brewed so that they hid 
it before inspections.

Also a great, rollicking tale where, sword in hand, he leads a party of troops across the Solway mud 
to capture a French schooner trying to smuggle Brandy. Robert received some £60 bounty reward for 
this exploit but risked his career by buying the vessel’s carronades and trying to gift them to the French 
revolutionaries.

Dumfries 1791 to 1796, Robert 32 to 36
It was not until November 1791 that Robert was able to close his tenancy at Ellisland and move 

with his family into Dumfries for the last 4 to 5 years of his life. Until then he commuted between 
the town and the farm. However, his duties often required him to stay overnight in the Globe tavern, 
Dumfries. Here he met Ann Park who bore him a daughter, the only affair of which we are aware, after 
he married Jean.

The Gowden Locks of Anna

Yestreen I had a pint of wine,
 A place where body saw na;’
Yestreen lay on this breast o’mine
 The gowden locks of Anna.

        Having an illegitimate child was by no means unusual in those pre-contraceptive days. Burns 
was a much talked about figure since his arrival in Dumfries. So no doubt tongues started wagging in 
this gossipy, market town. Also, it was here when we first hear tales of Robert being a habitual drunkard. 
This may have been aggravated by the fact that very few knew how ill and frail he really was with 
rheumatic fever. One story has two old ladies scurrying by, him collapsed on the other side of the road, 
saying, ‘poet Burns drunk again!’ 

Such tittle-tattle was eagerly latched onto by his early biographers, particularly those who believed 
strongly in the temperance movement. It really was not until the  early 1900s that more balanced 
accounts of his life began to appear.

We can read accounts of how Robert Burns went about his daily life, with anecdotes from his wife 
Jean, his brother Gilbert, servants and friends. Further we have access to the detailed records of his 
service with the Excise where, as we have heard, he was ear-marked for promotion. Also in the records 
of his service as a soldier with the Dumfries Volunteers we find no record of a drink problem though 
several of his comrades in arms were fined for drunkenness.

The other factor we should consider was just how much this man 
crammed into his short life. We have a huge number of his poems, songs and letters. He travelled 

thousands of miles, mainly on horseback. He was a very diligent father in the attention he paid to 
his children’s upbringing and education as attested by the Headmaster of the school they attended in 
Dumfries. Burns was the first one to tell us and even to exaggerate his faults, but he was not the figure 
described by those who waited until he was dead before denigrating him. Apart from the records he 
could not have been a habitual drunkard, he was just too damn busy! 

By now Robert’s health was giving major cause for concern. It seems that hard toil, trying as a boy 
to do the work of a man on farms, combined with all the time he spent on horseback, also in all Scotia’s 
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weathers, aggravated a weak heart. It is perhaps easy for us nowadays with all the advances in medical 
science to accuse his medical advisers back in those early days, they had never heard of endiocarditis. 
However a diagnosis of ‘Flying gout’ for which the remedy was dosing with lead combined with 
strenuous horse riding and sea bathing up to his neck in the Solway, again even in poor weather, seems, 
to say the least, very aggressive on this by now weak man, old at 37.

Towards the end of his life he was very kindly nursed by Jessy Lewars, the 18 year old daughter of 
a neighbour and fellow Excise Officer. She also played the harpsichord and sang to the dying man who 
fondly imagined he was in love and wrote for her the beautiful, tender words of,

O Wert Thou In The Cauld Blast

O wert thou in the cauld blast
 On yonder lea, on yonder lea,
My plaidie to the angry airt,
I’d shelter thee, I’d shelter thee.

At the very end Robert became confused and made himself even more ill by worrying about the 
prospect of legal proceedings for a bill due to his tailor. He would have been astounded to know that 
his name was down for promotion again. If he had lived it is thought he would have been appointed 
Supervisor to Dunblane at a salary of somewhere between £100 and 200pa - more than he ever 
imagined earning.

One of the poet’s last messages to his wife Jean was, 
‘Don’t be afraid, I’ll be more respected a hundred years after I am dead than I am at 

Present.’
Mrs. Burns was heavily pregnant and gave birth to a boy Maxwell, who with unintended irony, was 

named after Robert’s Doctor. Robert Burns died on the evening of the 20th July, 1796. The baby was 
born on the day of our poet’s funeral. Some 12,000 people, more than twice the population of the town, 
attended the event including travellers from across Scotland and England. There was a very large funeral 
procession through Dumfries led by two army regiments in full uniform. Robert’s humour stayed with 
him to the end as he asked of his own fellow soldiers,

‘Don’t let the awkward squad fire over me.’
This huge event was just the start of the proof of the prescience of Robert’s last message to Jean.
Now, on the occasion of the 250th Anniversary of his birth, hundreds of thousands of people from 

all across the world, the brotherhood of man of which he dreamt, will gather to remember the Immortal 
genius of Robert Burns.

Refs – The Luath Burns Companion, John Cairney
 Dirt and Deity, Ian McIntyre                                                      
 A Biography of Robert Burns, James Mackay
 The Federation’s Burns Chronicles, Editor, Peter Westwood
 Complete Poems and Songs, Burns and Geddes
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TWO “MEN OF FEELING”: ROBERT BURNS
AND HENRY MACKENZIE

by Priscilla J. Kucik

When Henry Mackenzie’s sentimental novel, The Man of Feeling, was published in 1771, it 
was hated by the critics but a runaway best seller with the public. Women stormed libraries 
to obtain a copy of it. Robert Burns, in a letter to his former school teacher, John Murdoch, 

said

In the matter of books, indeed, I am very profuse – My favourite authors are of 
the sentimental kind… particularly… Man of feeling, a book I prize next to the Bible, 
Man of the World [Henry Mackenzie’s next novel, published in 1773]… these are the 
florious models after which I gendeavour to form my conduct…1

Today, Man of Feeling is often dismissed as dreadful 18th century sentimental drivel. Many Burnsians 
are truly appalled that Robert Burns thought so much of the novel and I hope in this article to shed some 
light on the attraction and its positive points. The first edition sold out before Mackenzie himself knew 
and could obtain his copy and there were many reprints. He might have been considered the Jeffrey 
Archer of his day and he devoted himself only to novels.

Robert Burns (1759-1796) and Henry Mackenzie (1745-1831) could not have had more different 
backgrounds. Burns was a poor farmer little social standing and not enough contacts to “better” his 
station in life. Mackenzie was born to a life of wealth and privilege. His family genealogy included clan 
chiefs and nobility. His education as a lawyer gave him further access to Edinburgh society. (He studied 
law in London, but British law was also Scottish law at that time.)

Yet, in personality, there were many similarities. Both were happily married. Mackenzie’s union 
produced fourteen children. Both needed an outlet beyond their occupations and found it in writing and 
other scholarly activities. Burns wrote poems, founded the Monkland Friendly Society (a lending library), 
researched old songs for George Thomson’s Select Scottish Airs and James Johnson’s The Scots Musical 
Museum, and organised a debating society, the Tarbolton Bachelors Club. Mackenzie wrote novels, plays 
and articles, and even published in 1807 an eight volume “Works” in his lifetime. He edited and wrote 
for such publications as The Mirror and The Lounger and helped found the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
and the Highland Society of Scotland. Both men needed a literary and cultural release beyond their jobs. 
And both were respected for their achievements.

Unknown to each other, they also formed a “mutual admiration society.” When Robert Burns wrote 
his admiration of The Man of Feeling in his letter of January 15, 1783, Mackenzie was unaware of Burns’ 
feelings. When Mackenzie published his review of the Kilmarnock edition of Robert Burns poetry in the 
December 9, 1786 Lounger, his admiration was sincere and selfless. He gave us the epithet, “Heaven-
taught ploughman”2 but, with the prejudice of this class, equated that occupation with “unlettered”3 
[!!!]. Mackenzie spends three paragraphs on the nature and endurance of “genius” before he mentions 
the name of the poetic genius in his unsigned essay (although contemporaries probably recognised his 

1 Mackay, James A., ed., The Complete Letters of Robert Burns (Ayrshire: Alloway Publishing Ltd., 1990), p. 55.
2 Lounger, December 9, 1786, no. XCVII, p. 388. (I used the microfilm from the University of Wisconsin-Madison Memorial Li-

brary).
3 Ibid p.388.

ˇ
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writing style in the periodical at that time). When Robert Burns published the Kilmarnock edition, some 
poems were in English to ensure its sales and some were in the Scottish dialect, which necessitated a 
glossary, as people were unfamiliar with the words. In spite of Mackenzie’s pride in this genius being 
a Scottish poet, he considered it a defect. Again, his educated background still carried a parochial, 
condescending tone.

One bar, indeed, his birth and education have opposed to his fame, the language 
in which most of his poems are written. Even in Scotland, the provincial dialect which 
Ramsay and he have used, is now read with a difficulty which greatly damps the pleasure 
of the reader; in England it cannot be read at all, without such a constant reference to a 
glossary, as nearly to destroy that pleasure.4

He is quick to point out that any of Burns’ failings are not his fault but, as we would say in the 
United States, “he was born in the wrong zip code” [or, in Scotland, “the wrong postal code”].

There are, however, it must be allowed, some exceptionable parts of the volume he 
has given to the public, which caution would have suppressed, or correction struck out; 
but Poets are seldom cautious, and our Poet had, alas! no friends or companions from 
whom correction could be obtained. When we reflect on his rank in life, the habits to 
which he must have been subject, and the society in which he must have mixed…5

More of this attitude appears in the review but it is outweighed by his effusive praise of Burns’ 
poetry and he prints two large excerpts in the article.

His book, however, did receive its share of ridicule. It was so sentimental that someone actually did 
a “tear index”, listing how many tears were shed on each page of the story.

For example…
Eye met with a tear ..............................................................................................................p127
Tears, face bathed with .........................................................................................................p130
Dropped one tear, no more ....................................................................................................131
Tears, press gang could not refrain from ................................................................................1366

The editor also notes “(chokings, &c., not counted)”.7 (Interestingly, Mackenzie’s wife said he had 
feelings “only on paper”.)

Another critic ridiculing the book was no less than Jane Austen in her novel Sanditon. Although she 
does not mention it by name, her audience would not have missed the reference.

He began, in a tone of great taste and feeling, to talk of the sea and the sea shore; 
and ran with energy through all the usual phrases employed in praise of their sublimity 
and descriptive of the undescribable emotions they excite in the mind of sensibility. 
The terrific grandeur of the ocean in a storm, its glass surface in a calm, its gulls and 
its samphire and the deep fathoms of its abysses, its quick vicissitudes, its direful 
deceptions, its mariners tempting it in sunshine and overwhelmed by the sudden 

4 Low, Donald A., ed. Robert Burns: The Critical Heritage (London and Boston: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1974), p. 69 (which 
reprinted the review in a more readable format.

5 Ibid, p. 70.
6 Henry Mackenzie, The Man of Feeling (London, Paris, New York and Melbourne: Cassell & Company, Limited, 1886), p. vii.
7 Ibid, p.vi.
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tempest – all were eagerly and fluently touched; rather commonplace perhaps, but 
doing very well from the lips of a handsome Sir Edward, and she could not but think 
him a man of feeling, till he began to stagger her by the number of his quotations and 
the bewilderment of some of his sentences…

But while we are on the subject of poetry, what think you, Miss Heywood, of Burns’s 
lines to his Mary? Oh! there is pathos to madden one! If ever there was a man who felt, 
it was Burns. Montgomery has all the fire of poetry, Wordsworth has the true soul of it, 
Campbell in his pleasures of hope has touched the extreme of our sensations–

Like angels’ visits, few and far between.

Can you conceive anything more subduing, more melting, more fraught with the 
deep sublime than that line? But Burns – I confess my sense of his pre-eminence, Miss 
Heywood. If Scott has a fault, it is the want of passion. Tender, elegant, descriptive – 
but tame. The man who cannot do justice to the attributes of woman is my contempt. 
Sometimes indeed a flash of feeling seems to irradiate him, as in the lines we were 
speaking of –

Oh! Woman in our hours of ease –

But Burns is always on fire. His soul was the altar in which lovely woman sat 
enshrined, his spirit truly breathed the immortal incense which is her due.”

“I have read several of Burns’s poems with great delight,” said Charlotte as soon 
as she had time to speak. “But I am not poetic enough to separate a man’s poetry 
entirely from his character; and poor Burns’s known irregularities greatly interrupt my 
enjoyment of his lines. I have difficulty in depending on the truth of his feelings as a 
lover. I have not faith in the sincerity of his affections of a man of his description. He felt 
and he wrote and he forgot.”

“Oh! no, no,” exclaimed Sir Edward in an ecstasy. “He was all ardour and truth! 
His genius and his susceptibilities might lead him into some aberrations – but who is 
perfect?8…

“Happy, happy wind, to engage Miss Heywood’s thoughts!”

She began to think him downright silly. His choosing to walk with her, she had 
learnt to understand. It was done to pique Mis Brereton. She had read it, in an anxious 
glance or two on his side; but why he should talk so much nonsense, unless he could 
do no better, was unintelligible. He seemed very sentimental, very full of some feeling 
or other, and very much addicted to all the newsest-fashioned hard words, had not a 
very clear brain, she presumed, and talked a good deal by rote. The future might explain 
him further.8

The truth was that Sir Edward, whom circumstances had confined very much to one 
spot, had read more sentimental novels than agreed with him. His fancy has been early 

8 Sanditon, by Jane Austen and Another Lady (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1975), pp.38-40.
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caught by all the impassioned and most exceptionable parts of Richardson’s. And such 
authors as had since appeared to tread in Richardson’s steps (so far as man’s determined 
pursuit of woman in defiance of every opposition of feeling and convenience was 
concerned) had since occupied the greater part of his literary hours, and formed his 
character.9

Why did Robert Burns wear out two copies of the book by keeping them in his pocket? While the 
book is not great literature, it is certainly not trash. It is easy to see why the story appealed to him. First, 
it showed unashamed displays of emotion, especially compassion for the downtrodden. We know that 
Burns was sentimental about the plight of the homeless mice after his plough destroyed their home 
and lost respect for a friend who kept a fox caged. In The Man of Feeling, emotion is portrayed as a 
positive thing in an age when reason was admired. Second, the novel‘s hero has the money and leisure 
to travel to different places, meet all kinds of people, and always learn something new – something 
that would appeal to a man burdened with long hours of drudgery on a farm. Third, its gentle satire on 
the pretensions of social classes would have struck a chord in Burns’ heart. The journey upon which 
Harley embarks is much more than a physical one, as was Burns’ two tours, which were also learning 
experiences and psychological growth.

The story starts in media res, a popular literary technique of the time, rather than presenting it in 
chronolical time. Mackenzie uses the literary device of claiming it is a true story based on a recently 
found fragmented manuscript. Burns would have appreciated the comfortable assurance that literature 
does survive in spite of random events, even if it’s a partial survival. Burns worried that his work would 
not survive after he died. He knew only too well that poems could be lost. He often gave away the only 
copy and later tried to retrieve it. By adding the author’s perspective of the action, Mackenzie allows the 
reader to see more than Harley does, as the gullible hero gets taken by every con artist he meets.

The author also assumed that his audience was educated and well read. He inclued many literary 
and scientific allusions. he mentioned the flamboyant artist, Salvator Rosa. To a mind like Burns’, the 
novel was a joy to read.

The modern reader often finds the novel tedious, with its seemingly endless onslaughts of pity, 
compassion and woe. The genre is often referred to as the Age of Agony, Cult of Distress, A Cupful of 
Tears, and other disparaging epithets. Our Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee did a group reading and 
could not resist a memorial photograph of members with boxes of tissue and faces contorted in the 
throes of sentimentalism. Yet many people of the time, such as Robert Burns, equated the free expression 
of high emotions as a positive thing and the mark of a sensitive person who raised himself or herself 
above the callousness of the world. And perhaps they were more insightful than us.

It is a pity that the two great men did not meet and enjoy long discussions as kindred spirits. Both 
would have benefitted.

9 Ibid., p.46.
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AN APPRECIATION

MADGE SMITH (1924-2009)

Marjorie was born in Sheffield in 1924  and 
during the war she served in the ATS. She was 
assigned to an ACK ACK team and there met 
Davie who was a Gunner, although would have 
told you never once fired a gun in earnest  (He 
was too busy playing in the unit’s football team 
and also in the regiment’s dance band) They were 
married on 16th June 1945 as soon as war ended 
and came to Scotland to live in Barrhead.  They 
came to Irvine in1974 to steward Irvine Burns 
Club and were devoted to the task. That is an 
understatement!  Together they made Wellwood a 
popular visiting place for kindred clubs, celebrities 
and visitors from the street.  Madge made tea 
for thousands and kept the club immaculately, 
the shine on the Directors table had to be seen 
to be believed.  After retiring, they still attended 
everything in the club and for many were “The 
Burns Club”. Madge died on 14th April, 9 
months to the day after her beloved Davie with 
whom she had spent 63 happily married years.  
She was cremated on 23rd. April at Holmston 
Bridge Crematorium which was filled to capacity 
with many Burnsians paying their last respects.  
The Eulogy was given by second daughter Thelma 
who had travelled from New Zealand and eldest 
daughter Pauline read “Parnassus Hill” which was 
Madge’s favourite Burns poem. As is their custom, 
when a member passes away, Irvine Lasses have 
planted a Robert Burns Rose in the Memorial Rose 
bed at Dean Castle in memory of Madge.

Margaret Cook
Irvine Lasses Burns Club

WEE BRAW MADGE

There was a lass from Sheffield town
Who didn’t want to let the nation down
For King and country she took the shilling
To face Herr Hitler she was more than willing

A gunner she decided to be
So she learned the skills from A to Z
And started to serve on an ACK ACK site
Where she plotted and trained with all her might

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s no a lass in a’ the land
Who held such power in her wee hand

On radio locations our Madge was put
And instructed the gun crews where to shoot
Life was hard in the ACK ACK team
No respite from them from the battle scene
The colonel gave the girls a treat
When he brought a band to provide the beat For a 
weekly dance to relieve the stress
Davie was the drummer and the rest you can guess

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s not a drummer in the Lan’
Who can make her beat like Davie can

One night he asked a sub to take his place
And Madge was delighted to match his pace
They did Quick step and Foxtrot and Pally Glide
And Davie knew then that she’d be his bride
A true romance, not just fascination,
But, Davie was due for embarkation
“Over There” he was due to be going
Leaving Madge in Blighty all alone

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
Now she had her man in her sight
She wouldn’t give up without a fight.
14th June 2004  by Margaret Cook

Davie was given leave for home
Before setting out to the battle zone
Up to Barrheid to visit the clan
Was set oor Davie the fighting man
Madge hadnae leave but didnae care
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If her man was in Scotland, she’d be there
So with kitbag an’gas mask an’ helmet an’ a’
The two came to Scotland to Davie’s Maw

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s not a better lass he could have won
To please Mrs Smith for her wee son!

The happy leave was passing fast
When Sunday morning came at last
The POLIS came to the Smith’s front door
And knocked like it had never been knocked before
The polisman stood there, six feet three,
Wee Madge was barely up by his knee 
“See this wummin, we’re here to arrest her,
From her ACK ACK unit she’s a deserter.

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s no another absconder in the land 
Had the POLIS eating oot o’ her wee hand!

Back to camp the two did go
Madge was put in the cells below
Seven days’ detention for running free
To go to Barrheid wi’ her Davie
The posting came for them both at last
To the Channel Islands and Buzz bombs blast
With gear all packed they arrived on foot
But there wisnae a bloomin gun for them to shoot

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s no another pair in a’ the land
Could dupe the Hitler Gun Command

Three days in action, the message came
Number 234 gunner, Smith by name
The Colonel  has a special demand
He wants you to play with the resident band.
So Davie leaves to beat the drums
While Madge is left to fight the Huns
She’s no too pleased and in her letter writes

Davie’s off to play, it’s me that fights!

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
If the German army manages to land
The Colonel will greet them with his resident Band!

The letters reach the censor’s pen
Madge is before the Commander again
Careless words must not be written
Madge to the Doghouse once more is smitten
The war once over the two are wed
They take up home back in Barrhead
Lasses come one,  two, three and four
The stork calls regularly at Madge’s door

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s no ONE lass now in all the land 
But FIVE to bow to Davie’s command!

From Barrhead to Irvine to Wellwood they came
Barrhead’s loss was the Burns Club’s gain
The buildings Madge tended and polished with care
An’ made teas by the thousands for everyone there
She sewed and she baked and she hoed and she 
weeded
Whatever was on, Madge knew just what was needed
The Lasses Club owe a thousand thanks
To the “Wee English Wummin” who joined our ranks

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
And now my song is at an end
“Happy Eightieth Birthday Friend!”
Three days in action, the message came
Number 234 gunner, Smith by name
The Colonel  has a special demand
He wants you to play with the resident band.
So Davie leaves to beat the drums
While Madge is left to fight the Huns
She’s no too pleased and in her letter writes
Davie’s off to play, it’s me that fights!
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Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
If the German army manages to land
The Colonel will greet them with his resident Band!

The letters reach the censor’s pen
Madge is before the Commander again
Careless words must not be written
Madge to the Doghouse once more is smitten
The war once over the two are wed
They take up home back in Barrhead
Lasses come one,  two, three and four
The stork calls regularly at Madge’s door

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
There’s no ONE lass now in all the land 
But FIVE to bow to Davie’s command!

From Barrhead to Irvine to Wellwood they came
Barrhead’s loss was the Burns Club’s gain
The buildings Madge tended and polished with care
An’ made teas by the thousands for everyone there
She sewed and she baked and she hoed and she 
weeded
Whatever was on, Madge knew just what was needed
The Lasses Club owe a thousand thanks
To the “Wee English Wummin” who joined our ranks

Chorus
Sing Hey ma wee braw English wummin
Sing Ho ma wee braw English wummin
And now my song is at an end
“Happy Eightieth Birthday Friend!”

————————————

HARRY McGUFFOG
All who knew him and certainly those who 

attended the Burns Federation Inter Society 
quizzes, or the Yorkshire & Lincolnshire Annual 
Scots Balls, will be saddened to learn of the death 
of Harry McGuffog.

Harry, born in Dumfries, was an enthusiastic 
member and later officer of the South Church, 
Dumfries, Boys Brigade. As a youth he was an 
eager and very competitive badminton player 
who was very proud to be South of Scotland 
Badminton Champion. He spent most of his life 
working for the Lloyds Group that transferred him 
to work in England, starting in Stoke-on-Trent in 
1964. There he continued his badminton and 
was also secretary of the Radio Industries Club. 
Two years later he moved to Bradford where, as 
Scout Leader and Group Scout leader, he gave 
the boys adventure: canoeing, sailing, abseiling 
and camping. And he loved his garden, especially 
when his treasured begonias were in bloom. Until 
its recent closure he was a member and elder of 
Frizinghall United Reformed Church. May and he 
enjoyed more than 50 happy years of married life 
together. He was always interested in their son 
Leslie’s career and supported his hobby of Car 
Rallying.

He was treasurer of the Bradford St Andrew’s 
Society for 16 years and also President. The Society 
rewarded his devoted service with honorary Life 
Membership. In 2000 he was President of the all-
male, Huddersfield St Andrew’s Society.

The success of the Scots County ‘Annual 
Balls’ of Yorkshire & Lincolnshire, where he was 
President, then Hon President, were largely due 
to his enthusiastic efforts. Through the Ball he 
made many life long friends.

The Scottish Presidents Association was 
another challenge he enjoyed, particularly his year 
as President. The Burns Federation – Yorkshire 
District was also a great interest. He served on the 
committee as secretary/treasurer for 7 years and 
as President. With his wife May he travelled all 
over Yorkshire visiting numerous Societies for the 
preliminary Rounds of the ‘Quiz Competitions’ 
the Annual Bowls Event and many Burns Suppers. 
As a District Representative for Yorkshire to the 
Robert Burns World Federation he became a 
member, and then Convenor, of the Conference 
assisted by his very enthusiastic Committee and 
was greatly respected for organising and running 
conferences. He was the instigator behind the 
Yorkshire District donating chains of office for 
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the Senior Vice and Junior Vice Presidents of the 
Burns Federation. As a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Robert Burns World Federation 
he frequently travelled to Scotland to meetings 
where he was always ready to give his views.

Harry will be remembered for his devotion 
to Scottish causes and his willingness to give 
help and advice: a man with a ready smile and a 
twinkle in his eye.

The Executive of the Burns Federation thank 
May for continuing her husband’s work and 
dedication to the forthcoming Annual Conference 
in Edinburgh during this sad time.

IMPORTANT
CHANGES TO THE

200
CLUB

THE SHARES HAVE 
BEEN

INCREASED
to £15 per annum

12 monthly payouts of £50
12 monthly payouts of £25
4 quarterly payouts of £150

Would Shareholders who Pay by 
Standing Order/Direct Debit please 
notify their Bank regarding the 
increased cost per share.

*
Please note: That the Federation 
Board would appreciate someone 
to Replace me when I retire at the 
September Conference 2009.

*
I take this opportunity to thank 
all the Shareholders who have 
supported me and the 200 Club.
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 '200' CLUB WINNERS  05/08 to 04/09
Date Share Amount       
May-08 52 30.00 Mrs J Allan. Greenock    
 83 20.00 Mrs S Clark, Dumfries    
 10 10.00 Dundas Burns Socierty.    
   
Jun-08 175 125.00 Glasgow & District Burns Assoc.   
 14 30.00 Mr I Whitehead, Dumfries    
 211 20.00 Mr H Hutchison, Dover.    
 185 10.00 Mrs M Gibson, Derbyshire    
   
Jul-08 41 30.00 Mrs J Jack, Rutherglen
 2 20.00 Dumbarton Burns Club
 219 10.00 Mrs B Clayton, Barnsley

Aug-08 48 30.00 Motherwell United Services Burns Club
 147 20.00 Alamo Burns Club
 3 10.00 Mr A Middleton, Ayrshire

Sep-08 190 125.00 Mrs E Whitehead, Dumfries
 51 30.00 Mr H Ritchie, Port Glasgow
 31 20.00 Lanarkshire Association Burns Clubs
 26 10.00 Mr D Smith, Dumfries

Oct-08 35 30.00 Mrs E Caine, Slamannan
 55 20.00 Mrs E Connor, Ontario
 103 10.00 Southern Scottish  Counties Burns Association

Nov-08 168 125.00 Mrs H Waddell, Motherwell
 189 30.00 Mr R A Coghill, Sheffield
 16 20.00 Mr & Mrs G Thomson, Dumfries
 64 10.00 Mr J Strachan, Dundee

Dec-08 196 30.00 Mr J McGregor, Coventry
 24 20.00 Mrs H Morrison, Airdrie
 194 10.00 Burns Federation Yorkshire District

Jan-09 36 30.00 Lanarkshire Association Burns Clubs
 128 20.00 Mrs A Merry, Perth
 190 10.00 Mrs E Whitehead, Dumfries

Feb-09 71 30.00 Ayrshire Association Burns Clubs
 53 20.00 Mr A Gowans, Dundee
 24  10.00 Mrs H Morrison, Airdrie

Mar-09 49 125.00 Mr H McAndrew, Prestwick
 26 30.00 Mr D Smith, Dumfries
 61 20.00 Motherwell United Services Burns Club
 154  10.00 Clumber Burns Club, Sheffield

Apr-09 55 30.00 Mrs E Connor, Ontario
 27 20.00 Wg Cdr M Duguid, Twynholm
 113 10.00 Mrs M Hume, Kilmarnock
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THE ‘COWARD’ SLAVE
 

THERE has been considerable discussion in the two main Robert Burns’ discussion groups on the 
web as to the use of the word coward before slave in Robert’s ‘Is There For Honest Poverty.’ Like others I 
concluded that the word should have been cowered perhaps written cower’d. This would be in line with 
Burns’ sentiments. Whether the word was misspelt by him or wrongly type faced into publications we of 
course cannot know but this is, all as so often with Burns’ puzzles, theory or just guessing.

However the article by David Sibbald on The Robert Burns Grove in the Spring Chronicle (page 
76) prompted me to re-read ‘The Humble Petition Of Bruar Water.’ In the 7th verse, where the burn is 
explaining to Lord Atholl how clothing her banks with woodland would provide a safe hiding place for 
bird and beast, Robert says

‘And coward maukin sleep secure,’
I think this proves the point that the word should be cower’d as there is no way Robert would 

describe a hare as cowardly, (ref The Wounded Hare), nor would he a slave. If any reader should know 
how to gain sight of the original or its facsimile it might help clear this up once and for all. I would 
appreciate any help.

Ian MacMillan
Wester Ross Burns Club

Email: scampmacmil@aol.com

LEGLEN WOOD

CAIRN REPAIR FUND 2007
It has been estimated that the cost of repairing the damage caused by the 2007 January

storm will be in the region of

£10,000
In order to make the historic Wallace/Burns site safe to the public.

Donations to the Fund are urgently required and should be forwarded to
The Robert Burns World Federation

Dean Castle Country Park, Dower House, Kilmarnock. KA3 1XB. Ayrshire.
Tel: 01563 572469 E-mail: member@kilmarnock26.freeserve.co.uk

* NOTE The site and Cairn are the property of the Federation *

IMPORTANT NOTICE
In an effort to reduce our production costs would all future contributors of 

articles and photographs for inclusion in the magazine submit them in the form 
of an attachment to an e-mail, or on a floppy disc (if they have the facility) and 
forward for the attention of Ian at info@solwayoffset.co.uk (our printers) with a 
‘Hard Copy’ to the Editor.
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THE TRADES HOUSE 
OF GLASGOW

50 years of Deacon Conveners

As a Past President of the Sandyford Burns 
Club which has as it’s aim the promotion 
of Burns and Scottish Culture, a new 

history of an ancient and very important Glasgow 
organisation has been produced by ex Deacon 
Convener Roy Scott. The Trades House has 
frequently been described as “the best kept secret 
in Glasgow”. For over 400 years it has sustained 
a constant practical benevolence to dependents, 
pensioners and various educational and a variety 
of deserving causes. It continues to be one of the 
most important charitable orgaisations in Scotland 
and manages a whole variety of trusts, ancient and 
modern.

Apart from the lack of general knowledge 
concerning the organisation and it’s appendages, 
practically nothing is known among the general 
population of the distinguished men who have 
occupied the Chair of the Trades House as “heid o’ 
the hoose”. These men consistently over the years 
have served the community quietly and effectively 
not only in the Trades House organisation but in 
a whole variety of other organisations including 
Burns Clubs.

The author has obtained pertinent and 
personal details of the lives of the 36 Deacon 
Conveners who have served as the third citizen 
of Glasgow between the years 1950 and 2000. 
The intrigues and politics of the organisation in 
it’s relationship with the City and the personal 
stories of these men have been presented to give 
the reader an insight into the works of the House 
and to remind the reader of the local national 
and international background against which the 
organisation met the needs of so many within 
Glasgow and beyond. This is the first major work 
concerning the history of this organisation in over 

100 years and reveals an aspect of the social life of 
Glasgow known only to those intimately involved. 
No one has ever before endeavoured or succeeded 
in recountng the lives of so many Conveners in 
one volume.

It is these dedicated and modest individuals 
that the author seeks to honour while at the same 
time revealing to the non Trades House person 
something of the internal workings of such a fine 
institution.

The book has been honoured by a preface by 
HRH Princess Anne, the Princess Royal. At the 
book launch over 150 attended the Trades Hall 
on the 9th of April 2009 and included ex Lord 
Provost Elizabeth Cameron, the Deacon Convener 
and the Lord Dean of Guild as guests of Mr Tom 
Forrest Deacon of the Incorporation of Tailors in 
Glasgow.

Burnsians will be interested to learn that the 
Federation President in 1954 was the collector of 
the Incorporation of Gardeners, Mr. A. Wilson 
Boyle. Book may be purchased from see below.

BOOK REVIEWS
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A NEW book about the life and times 
of policeman-poet Matthew Anderson, from 
Kilmarnock, has just been published.

The author Donald L Reid is delighted to 
report that almost 100 of the 600 individually 
numbered copies have already been sold.

Discovering Matthew Anderson, produced 
and designed by Cleland Crosbie Printers in Beith, 
is a wee gem, with more than 50 photographs 
old and new, and will appeal to anyone with 
an interest in Ayrshire history, police history, or 
poetry.

Matthew Anderson (1864-1948) served as a 
constable in Ayrshire Constabulary, and despite 
being a father of 13, he still found time to publish 
six small volumes of poetry.

A regular contributor to Police Review and 
local newspapers in Ayrshire, he fought to improve 
conditions for the police.

Matthew retired in 1923 and died in 1948. 
Donald L Reid, already well-known for delivering 
fascinating books about Ayrshire and its history, 
this time round records some of the policeman-
poet’s outpourings relating to the many villages 
and towns he served in during his 36 years as a 
constable here. 

These include Muirkirk, Ardeer, Barrmill, 
Beith, Coylton, Dunlop, Symington and of course 
Kilmarnock. He also wrote extensively about his 
home in Ayrshire’s Doon Valley.

Matthew Anderson’s poetry covered a much 
wider area than this and included tributes to 
political figures, royalty, and fellow officers.

The book is on sale now and costs £12 
(cheque or PO only). The author – himself a 
retired police superintendent who was a member 
of Ayrshire Constabulary and Strathclyde Police 

from 1967 to1999 – can be contacted at 7 Manuel 
Avenue, Beith, Ayrshire KA15 1BJ, telephone 
01505 503801, mobile 07814 614345; or e-mail 
donaldleesreid@hotmail.com

The book will not be available in any shop. It 
can only be purchased from the author direct.

Donald L Reid is a self-publisher and pays all 
costs and deals with marketing himself. 

I believe Burnsians will be fascinated by the 
life and times of Matthew Anderson who was 
inspired by Robert Burns and wrote several poems 
in tribute to his hero.

Any royalties that might arise from sales of 
this book will benefit the Retired Police Officers 
Association (Scotland) Ayrshire Branch.

Previous works by the same author include 
Old Dalmellington Patna and Waterside; Doon 
Valley Memories; and Robert Burns’ Valley of 
Doon.

Ian D. Shaw
(Greenock Burns Club)

This was a book I could not put down in 
fact at times I thought I was reading a book by 
Burns – the many poems and subject fascinating, 
the following two poems being an example. – The 
Editor.

————————————

LOVE OF 
SCOTLAND’S BARD

Like Webber, Matthew Anderson’s verses were 
homely and reflected a wide range of subjects 
- local, national, international and focussed on 
people, places and events. Like many other 
Scottish minor poets, he did take his inspiration 
from Robert Burns. His admiration for the bard 
is highlighted in various of his poems and he 
includes a small chapter in honour of Burns in 
‘John and Jean’ indelibly marking Robert Burns as 
one he deeply admired.

“A poet like Robert Burns is a sacred gift frae 
God, and He kens when to send him. He was a 
pure, natural, high-souled poet, and easily the 
greatest Scotsman that ever lived. The humanity 
o’ his great he’rt and soul not only embraces 
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Scotland, but embraces a’ countries and a’ races. 
He was oor first League o’ Nations. His influence 
has spread for and wide, is still spreadin’, and will 
continue to spread till ‘Man to Man the world o’er 
shall brithers be an’ a’ that.’”

Anderson wrote ‘Scotland’s National Bard’ 
in tribute to his hero, and the passion and 
admiration shine through strongly.

Burns was one of those great men
Whose genius charmed the world,

Whose rousing songs have righted wrongs
And brighter flags unfurled;

Whose brilliant thought was wonders wrought
In powerful paths for good,

Whose soul inspired has nobly fired
A broader brotherhood.

His humble birth spoke not his worth,
E’en then his luck was hard,

A raging storm roared round the form
Of Scotland’s infant bard.

Poor peasant boy; his wishful joy

Was such a noble thing –
For Scotland’s sake some plan to make

Or some pure song to sing.

And now his poems are justly praised
For wisdom and for mirth,

His songs are sung in every tongue
By every race on earth;

As long as there’s a hill or glen,
A mountain or a river,

So long, within the hearts of men,
Our bard shall live forever.

————————

ROBERT BURNS’ 
PRAYER

(25th January 1923)

What wad auld Scotland be today
Withoot yer glorious “Scots wha Ha’e”:
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Her Bonnie Doon,” saw fresh and fair,
And “Tam o’ Shanter” on his mare
Fleein’ oot over the brig o’ Doon,
Witches and whisky in his croon.

What wad auld Scotland be
Withoot her bard saw frank and free
Wha laid his quiv’rin soul stark bare

To warn us mortals to beware,
To teach us self control, and be

Frae mony sins and sorrows free

But when, oh, when will men fulfil
His prayer for world-wide goodwill.

He was the genius o’ oor land
Whose spirit touches ev’ry strand;
In far off lands, over oceans wide,

Ilk Scottish he’rt is thrilled wi’ pride,
Wherever Scots may be this nicht;

Sweet mem’ries o’ the dear auld hame
Will stir their souls at this great name.

Where’er a wandering Scot sojourns
He feels the flame o’ Robert Burns.

Close in the wake o’ this great war,
See misery scattered near and far,

Hear the deep growls o’dark revenge
That rise frae he’rts in mutt’rin’s strange
To dark revenge men’s he’rts are thirled

Oh, what a picture to the world.
Wee may we cry and cry again

“Has Robert Burns been born in vain?”

Will that great day for which he prayed
For endless ages be delayed,

When real true brother love we’ll find
In ilka yin o’ human-kind;

When rich and poor and high and low,
Will seek in vain to find a foe.

For that great day my bosom years –
God speed the prayer o’ Robert Burns.

The new book by Robert Crawford “The 
Bard” is attracting a great deal of interest and 
Murdo Morrison (on right) former Federation 

President and a Gaelic Speaker was asked to 
review the book for BBC Gaelic Radio.

Pictured in the centre is Fiona Mackenzie a 

—————————————
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Producer with the BBC and on the left is Michael 
Hill of Ayr.

Murdo gave the book a very favourable 
welcome to the collection of Burns books and 
complimented the author for the vast research he 
had done and bringing forward many aspects of 
the life of the Bard, especially his younger years, 
which had not been known through other books.

Murdo also mentioned the helpful 
contributions that Peter Westwood, Editor of the 
Burns Chronicle, had made and the end result is 
a book that is informative and a very good asset to 
all interested in the life and times of The Bard.

RELATIVE OF BURNS AT DUMFRIES

A distant cousin of Robert Burns. JOHN BURNESS from Toronto, Canada paid a visit to Dumfries in 
June. His main aim was to inspect the late Lawrence Burness’s collection of geneaology of the Burness 
family which is stored in Dumfries by courtesy of the Ewart Library. While in Dumfries he paid a visit to 
the Globe Inn and Ellisland while most of his limited time was spent in the Archive Centre which was 
arranged by Graham Roberts. John is pictured above with his “escorts” Chronicle Editor Peter Westwood 
and Howff Club Secretary David Smith.

—————————————

ROBERT BURNS
Cronies, Colleagues
and Contemporaries

by James l. Hempstead
Never before in the annals of Burns Literature 

has such a detailed study been made. Of 
particular value to Students and Researchers.

£24.50 from: Masonic
Publishing Co., 30 Loanhead

Quadrant, Glasgow.
ISBN 0-95 44268-5-1
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BARRMILL JOLLY 
BEGGARS BURNS 

CLUB
ANNUAL REPORT 
2008/09 SESSION

IN GOOD HEART
Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club No 593 

continues to be on the up-and-up both in 
terms of their range and variety of activities, 
membership numbers and general enthusiasm and 
commitment. The Club Executive during session 
2008/09 was led by the effervescent President, 
Warnock Longridge, with SVP Bob Wark, JVP 
James Waite and Hon President and Secretary, 
Donald L Reid. The club meet in the downstairs 
lounge of Beith Masonic Hall for most open nights 
and all their activities are highlighted in the local 
newspaper, the Ardrossan & Saltcoats Herald, 
Donald L Reid being the local correspondent for 
Beith.Everyone is cordially invited to attend any of 
our Open Nights.

1ST OPEN NIGHT
The session began on 8th September 2009 

with 25 cronies in attendance and this level of 
attendance was average throughout the session. 
The Burns input was a short talk by Past President 
Iain D Shaw about a poem by Matthew Anderson, 
Policeman-Poet of Ayrshire, entitled: Robert Burns’ 
Prayer. Thereafter, a weel kent Burnsian and good 
friend to the Jolly Beggars, Angus Middleton, was 
in his usual good form telling the cronies about 
the happiness and headaches of holding the 
Federation top post. 

2nd OPEN NIGHT
The second open night was held on 6th 

October when Past President Jon Dickerson gave 
an illuminating talk on his hobby, The Undersea 
World, and brought along many items by way of  
illustration. Cronie Gordon Wilson gave a personal 
viewpoint on Burns poem, To a Mouse, and spoke 
about country life 18th century Scotland

The 64th Annual St Andrew’s Dinner was held 
on Friday 28 November 2009 in Beith Bowling 
Club with 90 members and friends present. After 
enjoying a first class meal, the Toast to St Andrew 
and Scotland was delivered in his own inimitable 
style by Marshall Carmichael of Manrahead, Beith, 

[SEE CHARABANG OUTING ON PAGE 31]
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highlighting the various facets that make up the 
stereo-typical Scotsman as well as reflecting on the 
contribution of Scots to many countries. He was 
supported by club singers, Harry Young and Pat 
Harkins with Willie Young on his magical flute.

3rd OPEN NIGHT
The third open night was a first for the club 

with a fun-filled games evening with the lads of 
Beith Trinity Mens Fellowship on Monday 10th 
November 2009. This proved to be a laugh-
a-minute with everyone taking part in indoor 
bowls and darts. And please, don’t blame the 
Jolly Beggars for all those dart holes on the hall 
walls! Such was the success of the evening that it 
will be repeated in session 2009/10, despite the 
Jolly Beggars coming second, but we live to fight 
another day!

4th OPEN NIGHT
The fourth open night was held on Monday 

8 December 2009, when SVP Bob Wark gave his 
personal thoughts on Scots Wha Hae and Tam 
o’ Shanter reading extracts from both works. 
President Warnock Longridge then introduced 
Dalry BC Past President, Ducan Watt, who gave 
an illustrated talk entitled: Birds, Burns and 
Conservation. A respected member of RSPB, 
Duncan gave a fascinating talk of the Hen Harrier 
project at Muirshiel, Lochwinnoch interspersed 
with his views on Robert Burns and his nature 
poems. The Burns input was given by cronie Bob 
Wark, talking about the poem, Man was Made to 
Mourn and setting in in context of the Mauchline 
years.

5th OPEN NIGHT
The 5th Open Night of the session was held 

on 12 January 2009 in Beith Masonic Hall when 
the cronies were joined by friends from Kilbirnie 
Rosebery and Dalry Burns Club. The questions 
had been organised by cronie David Pettigrew and 
together with JVP James Waite, they hosted the 
event which included a delicious supper.

65th BURNS SUPPER
The 65th Annual Burns Supper was held in 

Beith Masonic Hall on Friday 23 January 2009 
when the Principal Toast to the Immortal Memory 
was given by Joe Kennedy, Kilmarnock No 0 BC 
and Past President of the Ayrshire AABC. Joe is 
passionate and speaks from the heart and his 
sincerity and keen knowledge of the life and 
works of Burns shone through strongly. The Toast 
to the Lassies was proposed by Hon President and 
Secretary, Donald L Reid, who kept the company, 
numbering 95, well entertained as he spoke of 
about the women in the life of Burns. The club 
singers were Harry Young and Pat Harkins 

6TH OPEN NIGHT
The 6th Open Night saw a return to the club 

by John Millar of Irvine. A keen Burnsian and local 
historian, John took as his subject: Black Faces, 
White Slaves, and spoke with great feeling about 
the history of coal mining in Scotland and in 
Burns lifetime, miners were virtually slaves to the 
coal owning families. The club reading was by Past 
President Iain D Shaw who spoke about the poem, 
The Holy Fair, and explained its background and 
read from various sections commenting on its 
satire.

ROBERT W SERVICE
As this was the 65th Anniversary of the club, 

founded in Barrmill in 1944, it was decided 
to hold a Robert W Service verse-speaking 
competition. This took place in Beith Community 
Centre on Saturday 28 February 2009. The judges 
were Ayr-based voice coach, Isabella Davaston and 
Rowena M Love, well known Scottish poet who 
lives in Troon. There was a marvellous turnout 
with over 100 children taking part in the youth 
sections with a slightly disappointing turnout of 
only 15 in the adult competition. It was a very 
enjoyable day and the club were well satisfied 
that the poems of Robert W Service, Bard of the 
Yukon, were brought alive in such fine fashion 
by youngsters and adults. Jolly Beggar stalwarts, 
Donald L Reid and Iain Shaw, regularly give an 
illustrated talks entitled: Robert W Service – Poet 
of the People, and it was at their suggestion that 
this competition was taken forward and organised 
by club secretary, Donald L Reid.
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7TH OPEN NIGHT
The 7th Open Night was held on Monday 

9th March 2009 when Past World President, John 
Haining, had to call off due to being in USA for 
a new family arrival. Fortunately, Andy Simpson 
and Alan Wilson, of Beith Camera Club filled the 
breach and showed some excellent audio-visual 
presentation on Brittany, France. The Burns input 
was given by Cronie Gordon Wilson who focussed 
on the word Caledonia and spoke about how this 
was used in context in several of Burns poems. A 
well researched and interesting presentation.

CLUB AGM
The AGM of the club was held on Monday 27 

April 2009 when there was an excellent attendance 
by cronies. President Warnock Longridge chaired 
the meeting and highlighted what had been a 
good year for the Jolly Beggars. In his report, Hon 
President and secretary Donald L Reid, explained 
that the club was in a very good position financially 
and this he attributed to holding raffles at each 
open night as well as the generosity of members 
at the St Andrew’s Dinner and Burns Supper. The 
club had also been successful in applying for a 
number of grants for specific purposes. He did, 
however, remind members that there were plans 
for a very special 70th anniversary year in 2014 
and it was intended that reserves should be built 
up to ensure that this year could be properly 
celebrated. It was agreed that subscriptions be 
raised from £2 to £5. The club open nights had 
been extended from 6 to 8 per year and this 
had proved popular with members. The two 
main events, the St Andrew’s Dinner and Burns 
Supper had also been excellent. The success of 
the Robert W Service verse-speaking competition 
was also commented up as well as the clubs 
regular representation at the Ayrshire Association 
of BC. All in all it was yet another good year for 
the club. Donald Reid reported that he had all 
speakers in place for session 2009/10 but asked 
that members give him suggestions for speakers 
for session 2010/11 as planning ahead was of the 
essence. He finished by thanking members for 
their continuing support. There followed a long 
and useful digression on various facets of the club 
and its activities 

8th OPEN NIGHT
The 8th and final Open Night of the session 

took place on Monday 27th April following to the 
AGM. The Burns input was given by John McTaggart 
who focussed on several poems of Burns which he 
particularly enjoyed and read several extracts. The 
President, Warnock Longridge, introduced Fred 
Wood from Beith Camera Club and he showed an 
amazing display of work from Beith CC members 
focussing on home and abroad. The photography 
was simply spellbinding and a great tribute to the 
photographic skills of their members.

BEITH CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2008/09
Hon President and Secretary, Donald L Reid, 

advised the members that Cronie Norrie Brown 
had been honoured with the title: Beith Citizen of 
the Year 2008/09. Norrie was presented with an 
inscribed gift from the club marking this special 
recognition of his community activities. A stalward 
member of Beith Town Centre Initiative, St Inan’s 
Fete Committee, Civic Week Committee and the 
co-ordinator of Orr Park Neighbourhood Watch, 
Norrie’s contribution to the civic life of Beith 
and district was quite remarkable. It was great to 
have Norrie as a committed member of the Jolly 
Beggars of many years standing.

NEW BOOK
Jolly Beggars Hon President and Secretary, 

Donald L Reid,was congratulated on publishing 
his 14th Ayrshire interest book which is illustrated 
with over 50 photos, Entitled: Discovering Matthew 
Anderson, Policeman-Poet of Ayrshire, Donald traces 
the fascinating life and times of Matthew Anderson 
(1864 – 1948) from his early years in Ayrshire’s 
Doon Valley at Waterside to his death in 1948. 
After service in the Royal Marines, Anderson 
joined the Ayrshire Constabulary in 1887 serving 
until 1923. Despite having a family of 13 children 
and moving house on six occasions, he became a 
prolific and popular poet and was known as ‘The 
Policeman-Poet of Ayrshire,’ and title of which he 
was very proud. His work covers people, places 
and events not only in his native Ayrshire towns 
and villages, but extends to poems about the royal 
family, prime ministers, national disasters and he 
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even chides Hitler in one particular poem. He 
published six small volumes of verse which sold 
very well indeed. A man a great Christian virtue, 
he died in Kilmarnock in 1948. Sales of this book 
will benefit the Retired Police Officers (Scotland) – 
Ayrshire Branch and the book is £12 by post from: 
Donald L Reid, 7 Manuel Avenue, Beith KA15 
1BH Tel: 01505-503801 E: donaldleesreid@
hotmail.com

JEAN ARMOUR DINNER
The Jean Armour Dinner was another first for 

the club and remarkable in that it was the only 
occasion in its 65 year history where the ladies 
had been invited to attend. Their male chauvinist 
ideals are now well and truly in tatters! This 
evening proved to be an enormous success and 
even some of the old die-hards had to admit it 
was brilliant. The meal was first class and club 
gifts were presented to everyone who attended. 
The speakers and entertainers were top-notch 
and it was a memorable Gala 65th Birthday Bash 
for the Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The 
wonderful folk who made the night so special 
were the guests and artists viz Lesley Richardson 
(Toast to Jean Armour), John McKenzie (Reply), 
Willie Young (Flute), Willie Stewart (Singer), Iain 
D Shaw (readings), James Waite (Reply on behalf 
of the club), Gordon Wilson (vote of thanks) and 
club president and chairman for the evening, Bob 
Wark. All arrangements were made by secretary, 
Donald L Reid. Speakers and artists are already 
being sought out for next year’s event. Yes, the 
chauvinistic jolly beggars are now in well and 
truly in tune with  21st century thinking on the 
lassies!

CHARABANC OUTING
As the final special event held to celebrate 

their 65th birthday, the Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
held a jolly charabanc outing to The Scottish 
Borders on 20th June 2009 taking in Moffat, 
Traquair House, and High Tea at Castle Douglas. 
They were joined by the Kilbirnie Rosebery and 
Dalry Braw Lads, who strangely enough were all 
on very best behaviour. After enjoying morning 
coffee and delicious scones in Moffat, on a keen 

clear morning, what more could one wish for than 
a saunter through the green hills of Moffatdale, 
where the spirit of the Ettrick Shepherd, James 
Hogg, is so evident.

The Grey Mare’s Tail, the highest waterfall 
in the south-west, was white hot as it took the 
dramatic plunge into the gorge, many bold walkers 
tackling the perilously steep braes to drink in the 
best views, but it is not for the faint-hearted. The 
bus slowed at St Mary Strand monument where 
Hogg “taught the wandering winds to sing.” 
Traquair was next on the agenda, and instead 
of learning about this house of ancient lineage, 
many took to the tea room and visited the brew 
house! Tut, tut! Arrival in Peebles coincided with 
the annual Riding of the Marches, in full swing, 
the town nicely decorated and a real carnival 
atmosphere abounding with locals thronging the 
streets, especially at all the local watering holes.

Coffee shops were visited by the few, whilst 
the majority seemed to favour the bursting-at-the-
seams pubs and hotels, where there was merry 
crack with the locals, some even joining in the 
singing. More happy miles along beautifully scenic 
byways and the coach arrived at 6.00 pm at Castle 
Douglas at the welcoming Douglas Arms Hotel. 
Federation editor and writer, Peter Westwood was 
the guest of honour, having hot-footed it from a 
Federation Executive meeting in Dumfries. Peter 
was in his usual enthusiastic form and after an 
excellent High Tea, he gave an illuminating address 
on the manuscripts relating to the poet of which 
he has several thousand in his passion. Afterwards 
he answered many questions. All in all a very 
special end to a great away day, made all the more 
special by Peter Westwood’s fine contribution.

At 9.00 pm the merry band of Garnock Valley 
Bursians headed down through the gloaming 
of grey Galloway via Dalry and Carsphairn to 
Dalmellington, homeward bound and happy. 
Everyone agreed that the 2009 Borders jolly all-
inclusive charabanc outing was brilliant and must 
rank as the best tenner’s-worth ever.

[SEE PHOTO ON PAGE 28]
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A Scottish Festival
The National Space Centre, 

Leicester
25th April 2009

Fellow Burnsians will be fully aware of the international 
appeal of Burns’ works and their acceptance into numerous 
cultures worldwide. In this special year, the Leicester Caledonian 
Society was delighted to be asked to put on a Scottish Festival 
by the locally based Society for InterCultural Understanding, 
Leicester (SICUL ). This is a group chaired by university 
lecturer Mr Asaf Hussain which aims to build bridges of 
understanding through events allowing the various cultural 
groups in Leicester(shire) to mix and share social activities. The 
group has wide support in the business community and has 
raised considerable sums for various charities.

We were offered free use of the National Space Centre, 
Leicester with food and drink to be donated if we would 
supply the entertainment so who could refuse? The National 
Space Centre is a purpose built educational centre containing 
rockets, satellites, space station items and a planetarium plus 
large display areas which we could use. It is well worth a full 
day visit.

Initially the event was going to be near the traditional 
Burns night but the date was put back to avoid local over 
saturation. As it happened, the only date when the centre and 
our main entertainers were all available was just after St George’s 
day (not deliberate, honestly) which might have reduced our 
numbers a little and also local newspaper interest.

Nevertheless, on 25th April 2009 about 130 guests enjoyed 
a wide variety of Scottish music, dancing, songs and poetry plus 
haggis and a dram as our contribution to the Robert Burns 
250th anniversary celebrations. The guests were welcomed by 
Asaf Hussain and the newly appointed High Sheriff of Leicester, 
Mr Maurice Thompson in traditional dress. Hugh Mackay, 
President of the Leicester Caledonian Society (founded 1877, 
Federated 1932) then introduced the evening’s entertainment 
starting with a rousing display from the Leicestershire and 
Rutland County Royal British Legion pipe band. 

The Spring 2006 issue of the Burns Chronicle contains an 
article by Prof D W Purdie on an “Immortal Memory Illustrated” 
using Powerpoint images from the SCRAN website. I had been 
thinking along the same lines as I did many student lectures 
with slides before retirement and was able to gather a good 

selection of SCRAN illustrations for a talk on “The Life and 
Works of Robert Burns”. This was intended to demonstrate his 
importance to Scotland and his contribution to international 
and intercultural understanding through his output of over 600 
songs and poems.

A variety of Scottish songs were beautifully provided by 
Pamela Hood and Maureen Headley reflecting thoughts of 
home for expatriate Scots. They then joined with the Leicester 
branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society led by Doris 
Buchanan in an impressive display of Scottish country and 
Highland dancing which had a good many other feet tapping 
to the music.

A Scottish Festival this year would not be complete 
without haggis and so we imported a good quantity from our 
usual Dumfries supplier. The haggis was carried in by our 
Chairman Andrew Kay with piper Carl Wilkinson and escort 
Andrew Granger and addressed in traditional fashion by Hugh 
Mackay. Supper was served at the base of the rocket tower and 
there was great demand for the haggis, tatties and neeps with 
many folk having second helpings or more.

The second half of the programme was introduced by 
Andrew Kay who welcomed Mr Philip Hammersley, Chairman 
of the Space Centre Board for a few words. Andrew then 
introduced a very popular entertainer, David Price from the 
Soar Valley Accordion club who provided an impressive range 
of music starting with  the theme music from the film “2001- a 
space odyssey”.

A Scottish evening would not be complete without Burns 
poetry and Tom Kelly Chairman and secretary of the 1053 Burns 
club of the Grampian (Corby) Association gave a fine recital of 
“Tam o’Shanter” accompanied by more Powerpoint slides and 
programme notes from Hugh Mackay.

All too soon it was time for the pipe band to bring down 
the curtain with another fine performance. After thanks to 
the performers, supporters and guests, all joined in “Auld 
lang syne” followed by the national anthem. The evening was 
rounded off in Edinburgh tattoo fashion with a lone piper on 
the “battlements” playing farewell as guests from all over the 
country departed but still wanting more.

This was a very enjoyable and successful evening which 
raised about £1,000 for the National Burns Memorial Homes, 
Mauchline and the Space Centre’s own Educational Award 
Scheme for underprivileged children. It was attended by the 
Leicester public, our own members and friends from the East 
Midlands Association of Scottish Societies extending from 
Bedford to Derby and should have raised the profile of Leicester 
Caledonian Society, SICUL and the National Space Centre as 
well as Burns himself.
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FROM OUR
ARCHIVES
Archivist, John Haining

On 24th January 1995 two original manuscripts 
in the Poet’s hand to Maria Riddell circa 1790’s 
were gifted to the Burns Federation by the late 
Major MacNaghten.

Mrs Vicky Wright 
holding the bound 
pages of the Edinburgh 
Advertiser many of 
which refer to Robert 
Burns which she 
presented to the 
Federation in 1996.
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ON READING 
A SCURRILOUS 
REPORT IN THE 

“SCOTTISH 
BANNER”

To the Editor of the Scottish Banner
June 4, 2009

I am sure many readers are well aware that 
2009 is the 250th anniversary of Robert Burns’ 
birth and throughout the world events were held 
to commemorate his legacy to Scotland and the 
world. The “Banner” had regular items about many 
of the events during Scotland’s Homecoming. 
I would like to draw attention to one item that 
requires comments. In the Poet’s Corner of the 
February edition the poem by Jeremy Bell from 
Boston called “Burns and the (tin of) Haggis”, was 
a humorous tale about the trials of having a Burns 
Supper without a proper Haggis. For many this 
situation is a reality as more and more jurisdictions 
are limiting the ingredients allowed in the making 
of a Haggis. There are a couple of lines in the 
poem, however, which stick out as a jolt to the 
senses. It is claimed as a “fact” that Robert Burns 
had contracted gonorrhea. This claim cannot go 
unchallenged. There is no evidence what-so-ever 
to support such a claim and it is quite unfair to the 
heritage and reputation of Robert Burns to make 
such a claim. Whether these lines were inserted as 
poetic license or filler or as a joke, is not known.

I have been in contact with several 
knowledgeable Burns experts on both sides of the 
Atlantic and the issue has been discussed among 
the Executive of the Robert Burns Association of 
North America (RBANA) at our annual conference. 
To a person they have confirmed that there is 
nothing to support the claim that Burns had any 

form of venereal disease and are confident in 
rejecting this claim. Among other things it should 
be noted that his wife gave birth to a healthy child 
at the time of his death and neither she nor any of 
his children ever had any venereal disease.

This myth has surfaced before. The original 
claim was made by an early biographer of 
Burns but without any evidence to support the 
allegation then either and since that time nobody 
has produced any evidence to support the claim. 
In 1982 a detailed analysis of Burns’ health was 
published in the Scottish Medical Journal which 
rejected the claim that he had had any venereal 
disease.

Robert Burns has had his share of detractors 
during his life and since his death. His works 
and heritage have survived intact, however, and 
will continue to do so. Never-the-less, even in 
jest, such claims are unacceptable and must be 
refuted. There are, unfortunately, many who will 
take such allegations as the truth and willingly 
repeat them to the point where they take on 
the mantle of truth. These claims cannot be 
allowed to stand unchallenged and uncorrected. 
Given the immense wealth of poems and letters 
he produced, why do people continue to make 
outrageous claims rather than highlighting the 
incredible good that he left.

If Mr. Bell reads this I would be delighted if 
he would get in touch with me and produce his 
sources. I and others would be most interested 
to know what they are! The executive board of 
RBANA fully endorsed this letter and refutes any 
claim that Robert Burns had gonorrhea.

SCOTT REID
President of the Robert Burns Society of Kilmarnock, 

Canada and a Canadian Director of the Robert 
Burns Association of North America

————————

ARTICLES and PHOTOGRAPHS
REQUIRED FOR THE 2009

“HOMECOMING” 
EDITION

Of the BURNS CHRONICLE
Contact the Editor

LETTERS
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Carolyn Sparey

The Old Well Singers in Moffat have a 
conductor well known to Burns audiences at 
home and abroad - William Williamson.

Earlier this year the choir commissioned 
Carolyn Sparey, who is not only one of Britain’s 
top viola players, but also a composer, to set two 
Burns poems in order to coincide with the “Year of 

the Homecoming” celebrations.   The poems she 
chose were the love song “Craigieburn Wood (2nd 
version), and the amusing “Willie Wastle dwalt 
on Tweed”, both of which have connections with 
the town of Moffat, and which were performed 
there at the end of April.

As well as the two compositions already 
quoted there is also available “A Red Red Rose” 
and “O wert thou in the cauld blast”

The versatility and adaptibility of these new 
arrangements are such that they are suitable for 
a full choir with piano accompaniment, or solo 
voice with piano.

Musical scores and parts can be requested 
from the Scottish Music Centre which is based 
at the City Halls, Candleriggs, Glasgow. Tel: 0141 
552 5222.

Composing Burns’ Poems

Eileen Robertson Meet Eileen Robertson

It is a small “Burns” world. Past President Jim Robertson and his wife EILEEN while attending the 
RBANA Conference in Canada at the end of May met another delegate EILEEN Robertson, who was 
a Piper and a member of the London, Ontario Burns Club. Both hope to meet again at the Edinburgh 
Conference.

—————————————



36

For A’ That - A 
Celebration of Burns

The words of Robert Burns, poet and artist, 
have crossed the decades, the centuries and the 
blobe meaning something different to every one 
of us. The University of Dundee has specially 
commissioned writers from around the world to 
converge upon the pages of a prestigious new 
anthology - DBC Pierre, Janice Galloway, Bill 
Manhire and Kirsty Gunn as well as writing talent 
closer to home - Prof Christopher Whatley, Jim 
Stewart and Gavin Wallace and a range of new 
writers to celebrate a great life well and truly lived 
by Scotland’s best known literary figure.

In addition a folio of work has been created 
for the book by Brigid Collins, with exciting new 
design by Tim Bremner.

For A’ That will be available in September, 
priced £5 from Amazon, Dundee University Press, 

Borders and Waterstones. You can pre-order a 
copy by emailing dup@dundee.ac.uk.

The book will be launched at a gala event on 
29th September 2009 at the Dundee Rep. With 
readings, song and the chance to hear Robert 
Burns as you’ve never heard him before.

This celebration of Robert Burns’ work is part 
of the second Angus and Dundee Roots Festival, 
which will bring together the skills and expertise 
of local archivists, registrars and genealogists with 
experts in local history, to throw light on what 
life was like for our ancestors on the land and 
in the city. In 2008, the Roots Festival attracted 
delegates from around the world, and helped 
them to uncover their personal family histories.

The Angus & Dundee Roots Festival starts 
on Saturday 26 September 2009 and links with 
Fest’n’Furious, Dundee’s traditional music 
Festival 2 - 4 October.

More information is available at www.tayroots.
com and   www.festnfurious.co.uk

ESCORTING THE LASSES to ALLOWAY

Some of the Lads who had to attend the Annual Lasses Lunch held in the Brig o’ Doon House Hotel, 
Alloway on 17th May, 2009. Unfortunately, they were NOT invited to the Lunch, their role on this oc-
casion being to act as Chauffeur or Escort for the Lasses. The event organised by Margaret Skilling and 
members of Alloway Burns Club was an outstanding success with over 175 lasses attending, a record. 
The 2010 Lunch will be held in Stirling.

—————————————
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THE ROBERT BURNS
WORLD FEDERATION LTD

Minute of the Meeting of the Executive Committee held in Crichton Campus, Bankend Road, Dumfries, 
on Saturday, 
20 June, 2009.

F149 SEDERUNT   W Dawson, President M Duguid, Senior Vice President; D Baird, Junior Vice 
President;  

  Shirley Bell, Chief Executive; R Edgar, E Haining, M Morrall, A Gaw, M 
Skilling, H Morrison, A Fawbert, E Brockwell, E Stubbs, M McGuffog, 
B Clayton, M Hyslop, M Stokes, M Dunsmore, H Waddell, I Hanley, M 
Anderson, E Robertson, L Richardson, M Conaghan, M Ross, A Fawbert, Rev 
Ella Pennington, D Smith, P Westwood, A Middleton, D Hamilton, J Paterson, 
R Connal, J Haining, A McArthur, J McGinty, J Robertson, J Skilling, J Shields, 
R Shepherd, E Murray, D Miller, M Morrison, M Henderson, W Duncan, R 
Stewart, A Kidd A Mackenzie and Observers Hazel  Morrison, A Dunsmore 
and S Stokes.

F150 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 Provost Stephanie Young, J Brown, George & Enez Anderson, M Crawley, F Marshall, M 

Hume, E Caine, E Herbertson, H Hutchison, J O’Lone, M Irvin, R Balfour, B Jackson, W 
Leggeat, W Watson, W Ogilvie, H Monahan, D Scott, J Strachan, A Gowans, W Logan, E 
Budgell, J Caskie, K Thompson.

 R Dalziel only attended the Schools’ Committee meeting in the morning.

F151 OBITUARIES
 Madge Smith - Member of Irvine Lasses Burns Club and wife of the late David 

Smith Curator of Irvine Burns Club
 Mollie Rennie - Past President Burns Federation, Executive Member, Individual 

Member Honorary Life Member 
               Harry McGuffog - Individual Member, Executive Member, Director and Conference            

Convener
 Iain McMaster - Website Co-ordinator
 Hugh Hunter - Executive Member
 Joe McGuigan - Member of Motherwell United Services Club
 Hugh Martin - Individual Member and Secretary of Niagara Falls Burns Club

 The Executive observed one minute’s silence in their memory.

F152 PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – Bill Dawson
 It could be expected that once the peak period of Burns celebrations has past, the President’s 

diary would become less crowded, however in this last period from the March 21st Executive 
to date, I have attended over 50 functions and events.  Many of these have been special events 
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organised by Clubs and Associations to particularly celebrate this special anniversary year, and 
others regular annual celebrations that have been enhanced to mark the 250th anniversary, 
and take advantage of the additional interest that has been generated by the Homecoming 
campaign and publicity. There can be no doubt that many clubs have really made this a very 
special year of celebrations, and I have attended several unique and memorable events with 
many more yet to come.  If I were to list all functions attended my report would be almost 
endless, but I will restrict myself to noting only a very few particularly outstanding events.

 Most notable among Club events;- the horse ploughing match at Mossgiel, organised by 
Mauchline Burns Club, a wonderful day, attracting a large crowd, with around a dozen pair 
of horse participating on the fields where Burns ploughed and several other attractions and 
sideshows.  Of course, also in Mauchline, the Holy Fair which engaged the entire village 
and brought in the usual massive crowds. Alex Wilson of Burns Club of London, and a 
renowned expert on Mauchlineware presented an exquisite snuff box to the Mauchline 
Museum to mark the special anniversary and I was lucky to get the opportunity to have 
some of his time to explain more of the detailed history of the phenomenon that is known as 
Mauchlineware.  This anniversary Fair also had a world record “largest ever” haggis, weighing 
in at over 1250lbs, cooking in a specially made pot on the bleaching green since the previous 
Wednesday, it was ceremoniously addressed and served to the crowd. 

 Another wonderful event in Coldstream, where the club annually mark the anniversary of 
Burns visit to the town in May 1787 and re-enact his crossing of the bridge into England.  
The occasion enhanced this year with a larger and more spectacular event and great 
entertainment. 

 I have enjoyed several other great Club events across the country from Largs to Denny to East 
Lothian, but space does not permit me to detail all exploits here, suffice to say they are always 
a great pleasure and it is an honour to bear the President’s Chain among our Members. 

 I continue to work closely with the Chief Executive in Federation business matters, important 
decisions of the Board include the proposals to update the office systems and install new 
computers, and of course making arrangement for the succession to our Chief Executive, with 
advertising placed and the selection process well in hand.  Directors continue to give of their 
time for Board meetings and beyond and they have to be thanked for their efforts the results 
of which are often unseen but from which we all benefit, for example the forthcoming summer 
school has required substantial work. 

 Our National Schools competitions finals in Duns were substantially successful, well 
organised and executed, much great young talent, and a credit to the work of the Schools 
Committee. The Choral festival in Motherwell, hosted by Lanarkshire Association, enjoyed its 
usual success. 

 
 In April I made a brief trip to the USA, where I spoke at the Burns Club of Atlanta, within their 

replica of Burns Cottage, and had the privilege of holding two Kilmarnock editions belonging 
to club members Frank Shaw and 

 Victor Grieg. I was headlined on the posters and publicity for the Conference at USC, where 
I presented a paper, gave the Immortal Memory at the closing dinner, and addressed a 
gathering at the South Carolina State Tartan Fest celebrations. The conference was fantastic 
with an international array of speakers and it was very good to see several Federation 
members attending and participating.   Throughout this trip I had the opportunity to view 
various collections, the wonderful private library and collection of Frank Shaw in Atlanta, 
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the outstanding Roy Collection at the Thomas Cooper Library at USC, and in New York the 
Pierpont Morgan Library, examining much of their vast collection of important Burns letters, 
visited the New York Central Library presenting them with a copy of my Burns Chronicle 
Directory, took in Thomas Keith’s impressive array of fine editions and Burnsiana, and met 
several people from the St Andrew’s Society of the State of New York and New York Burns 
Club. I have since had the privilege of further meetings with a couple of these individuals 
visiting Scotland.

 In late May I went to Mississauga, near Toronto, Canada for the annual meeting of The Robert 
Burns Association of North America. Senior VP Mike Duguid also made the trip and I am 
sure he will agree this was quite an outstanding weekend in every respect, organization and 
venue were excellent, the meetings were slick and purposeful under the chairmanship of 
Frank Campbell, seminars were an outstanding display of new technology with Powerpoint 
supporting the scholarship of the speakers, The Jim Connor Memorial Quiz teased and 
tested as usual, and I am delighted to brag that I nominally won on the first tie break, but as 
the award is not open to overseas visitors the contest continued over several more tie-break 
questions until a winner was decided.   The social evenings and dinners were also splendid 
occasions, with great entertainment.  

 It was most fortunate that the RBANA meeting was in Missisauga, as it gave me the opportunity 
to look in on 

 St Margaret of Scotland School where recently they have undertaken a programme of art music 
and poetry study on the life and works of Robert Burns, very ably supported in this by local 
Burns enthusiast Jack Jackson, who enlisted Canadian Director May Crawley to support the 
venture.  This primary school totally engaged their 400 pupils in the various disciplines, and 
their efforts had culminated in a concert evening where the best of the pupils performed for 
the parents supported by pipers and dancers.  When our party arrived we were piped into 
the hall, where all 400 kids were gathered and again the outstanding winners performed their 
pieces and awards were presented. My greatest pleasure in attending this event is that it is 
a tangible mark of achievement for Jack Jackson who has done so much to foster interest 
in Burns and Scotland in Ontario and for May Crawley who has toiled for many years to 
encourage such events in schools in Canada and it is hoped that this schools programme will 
be a model for others to follow in the near future.  The pipe tune that we marched in to was 
especially composed for the occasion by Jack Jackson, and a framed sheet of the music named 
“The Chain of Office” was presented to me to mark the occasion. Jack was presented with a 
certificate of appreciation from the Federation in recognition of his works. 

 A particular insight arises from this event, the lad who won the poetry recitation has been 
diagnosed as autistic, and prior to this involvement had been quite detached and did not mix 
with his peers.  He performed his winning piece dressed as Burns in a frock coat with a red 
rose in his lapel, and since this time has engaged much more readily with other pupils as they 
congratulated him on his performance, where before he kept to himself he has volunteered 
for tasks which require him to interact with others, it would appear that Burns has opened 
up something for this lad. A great additional advantage gained from the works of Burns.  
Altogether a most memorable visit to my friends in RBANA.

 Outwith immediate Burns Club circles - I was in Wigtown for the prize ceremony for the 
annual poetry competition organised by Dumfries and Galloway Arts, where the Federation 
had supported a special award for a Burns inspired love poem. 
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 The new Burns Monument Centre around the former monument in Kay Park Kilmarnock is 
now completed. Many local Burnsians were invited in for a preview visit, and more recently 
the official opening was performed by First Minister Alex Salmond.  I am sure many will 
agree this new centre with its various facilities for weddings etc., genealogical research and 
local archives is a very good outcome born from the sad loss of the original monument. The 
marble statue of Burns by Stevenson has survived the traumas intact and is well situated on 
the truncated remains of the monument in the enhanced environment of the new centre 
courtyard.

 Culminating an enjoyable series of selection meetings and email exchanges, the annual dinner 
for the Robert Burns Humanitarian Award was enhanced this year by having First Minister 
Alex Salmond present the prize to

 Guy Willoughby, founder of the Halo Trust, a worldwide operation clearing minefields, 
ordinance and conflict debris. 

 Last week I was at Glasgow University where an Honorary Doctorate was bestowed on our 
Honorary President, Professor G Ross Roy of the University of South Carolina, in recognition of 
his outstanding lifetime’s work furthering knowledge in Robert Burns and Scottish Literature.  
I continue dialogue with the Centre for Robert Burns Studies at Glasgow University as they 
develop future projects and conferences. 

 My diary remains busy for July and through to the end of my term in September and I look 
forward to meeting as many Club members and supporters of the Federation as I can along 
the way.

F153 MINUTE
 Reference was made to the Minute of the Meeting held in Alloway Church Halls, Alloway, 

Ayr, on 21 March 2009, and it was noted that Douglas Hamilton had attended the meeting.  
With this amendment the Minute was moved for adoption by J Shields and seconded by D 
Smith.

 It is essential that all delegates attending Executive Meetings ensure they sign the Sederunt 
Sheet to enable their name to be recorded.  

F154 MATTERS ARISING
 None

F155 FINANCES – Shirley Bell
 The Accountant is currently preparing the Accounts for the year ending 30 April 2009 and 

these will be circulated with our Annual Reports by the beginning of August.  Since last 
October we have received £65,000.00 from the Scottish Executive and will receive a further 
£45,00.00 in April 2010.

 The President congratulated Shirley for the tremendous amount of work she had carried out 
in obtaining funding from Scottish Executive.

 F156 CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT – Shirley Bell
 Correspondence
 Invitation to Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs Wreath Laying at Covington Mains on 5 

July 2009.  The Wreath laying will take place at 2pm followed by afternoon tea at Tinto Hotel 
at 3pm.
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 Invitation by Ayr Burns Club to the Annual Tribute to the Life and Works of Robert Burns on 
19 July 2009.  

 Morning Service at the Auld Kirk of Ayr – 11am.
 2.30pm Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Lawson Burns Statue, Burns Statue Square, 

Ayr.
 President or representative of RBWF invited to lay wreath. Other Members and Clubs also 

invited to lay wreaths.  Notification by those wishing to lay wreaths should contact Ayr Burns 
Club to aid with administration.

 3.30pm Annual Open Air Service at the Wallace Burns Cairn, Leglen Wood.
 Burns meets Mozart – 20th June - Kelvin Stevenson Memorial Church, Belmont Street 

Kelvinbridge.
 Conceived in this Burns 250th anniversary year for the Greenock Burns Club.  Amusing and 

poignant “Burns meets Mozart” celebrates the music of the two contemporaries in the context 
of fictional correspondence between them and includes Burns songs and selections from 
Mozart’s most popular operas.

 Meetings
 Burns an’ a’ That. – Ayr.  Feedback from the Festival was positive and on Thursday I attended 

a meeting of the Festival Company looking at the future of the Festival.  Everything looks 
positive for the future and the Federation will continue to have a presence on the Board. The 
Humanitarian award was also discussed and   it was agreed that this was a worthwhile project.  
The delivery of the event itself could change and that will be discussed further at a future 
meeting.

 On the same day I attended the launch of Burnsong at the City Halls in Glasgow.   The 
culmination of this project will be a concert with winning entries on 30 November.  Venue 
under negotiation.

 D & G Homecoming Board.  A number of events are still being planned including a St 
Andrews event by Dumfries & Galloway Arts Association.  

 Zig-Zag exhibition will be in Dumfries and will open at Gracefield on Friday 10 July.  This 
will co-incide with the opening of the ‘Robert Burns around the World’ Exhibition at the 
Midsteeple which will feature the Federation Paintings and memorabilia.  

 The summer school bookings are rather slow at the moment but we are hopeful that there will 
be a surge of bookings at the last minute.

 There will be a Concert to launch the Flower Festival at St Michaels Church Dumfries.  
This will take place on Monday evening 20 July and will feature Dr John Cairney, William 
Williamson and some of the School Festival winners.   Cost £5.

 Meeting with the First Minister to discuss the Conference.  Mr Salmond will host the Friday 
evening reception in the National Galleries, Edinburgh.  Entertainment will be provided.  

 Attended the Humanitarian Award Dinner in Ayr. The three worthy nominees were:-
 Shabana Azmi took up the cause of slum dwellers in Mumbai where she lives, who had 
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been ruthlessly evicted by municipal authorities. Shabana’s greatest battle has been against 
fundamentalist Islamic leaders.  She has fought relentlessly against religious fundamentalism 
of all hues and is highly respected as a moderate, liberal Muslim voice. Shabana is also a 
visiting Professor at Ann Arbour Michigan and has addressed several universities such as 
Harvard and University of London.

 Phil Hughes set up his charity in 1998, which is now named the ‘Dumfries and Galloway Aid 
Convoy’. He gathered a group to visit warn-torn Bosnia and Kosovo. They visited orphanages, 
hospitals, schools and refugee camps providing approximately £1.5 million of humanitarian 
aid. 

 Since 2001, Phil has raised funds for ‘Alternativa’, a charity run mental health centre in 
Albania. His humanitarian work has raised money for medial equipment, computer facilities 
and new windows and doors. He also teaches patients self-defence to help build their self- 
confidence. 

 Guy Willoughby is the founder and CEO of the HALO Trust which specialises in the 
removal of war debris. The Dumfries-based Trust has over 7,500 staff working overseas, 
clearing landmines and unexploded bombs as an act of charity on behalf of some of the most 
impoverished communities around the world. 

 The winner was Guy Willoughby.  First Minister Alex Salmond presented a trophy plus 1759 
guineas to Guy Willoughby which he graciously accepted.

 
 Attended the official opening of Kay Park, which is worth visiting especially for those engaging 

in genealogy research.

 The following day was the Lasses Lunch and this was a superb event with 177 Lasses plus 
1 man in attendance.  The surroundings of Brig a Doon is very special and the beautiful 
food, the wonderful young musicians, the superb guest speaker all under the excellent 
chairmanship of President of Alloway Burns Club Margaret Skilling, ensured a memorable day 
for everyone privileged to be in attendance.  The Morton Family will host the 2010 Lasses 
Lunch in Stirling.

 An International Conference will be held at Napier University Edinburgh on 10 /11th July.
 Speakers include:
 • Prof Chris Harvie MSP (Public Lecture - All welcome) 
 • Prof Richard Finlay (University of Strathclyde) 
 • Prof Graeme Morton (University of Guelph) 
 • Prof Don MacRaild (Northumbria University) 
 • Dr Marjory Harper (University of Aberdeen) 

 To date we have seven applications for the post of C.E. with at least three more still to come 
in.  Interviews will take place 6/7 July.

 One nomination for JVP has been received with one other in the pipeline.  Any further 
nominations for inclusion in the

 Conference booklet should be with me by 30 June and nominees should provide their CV 
and photograph.
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F157 SUMMER SCHOOL-21-25 July, 2009
 Mike Duguid reminded the delegates that the Summer School and Conference at Glasgow 

University Campus, Dumfries, had been designated as the Federation’s flagship event for 
the year of Homecoming and it was therefore incumbent on everyone to support it.  He 
encouraged delegates to promote the event and asked those planning to attend to get their 
booking form in as early as possible to help with planning.  He was particularly conscious of 
the sponsorship given by numerous Rotary clubs in recognition of the inspiration of Burns on 
the founder of Rotary, 

 Paul Harris, and the fact that the new President of Rotary International, John Kenny, was the 
first ever Scot to be elected for that prestigious office.  He was grateful for help in distributing 
brochures to venues such as the Tam O’Shanter Experience and Rozelle House.  

F158 CONFERENCE REPORT – Joe McGinty
 Joe informed the Executive that a meeting had taken place to discuss the various points 

connected with the Conference.
 Registration will take place on the Friday at the Holiday Inn.
 Friday Reception will be hosted by the Right Honourable Alex Salmond, and will take place at 

the National Gallery.
 Principal entertainers will be the three Scottish Tenors  -‘Caledon’.  
 AGM on Saturday morning will take place at Murrayfield Stadium, commencing at 10.00 

am.
 Saturday Seminar will be recorded.  This is restricted to 130 places and those with tickets will 

only be admitted.  If any of these places become vacant then they will be allocated on a first 
come first served basis.

 Isle of Arran Distillers have been approached to host a pre-dinner function.
 The Inaugural Dinner will be held at Murrayfield Stadium.  It has been agreed that there will 

not be a raffle but instead an envelope will be inserted inside each programme for a donation 
and these will be drawn for a number of prizes.

 Coaches will be available for transport too and from events.
 Sunday morning service of worship will be held at Canongate Kirk and afterwards continue to 

Calton Hill Monument.
 The Committee are looking at hotels in Aberdeen for 2010 Conference.

F159 LITERATURE REPORT – David Baird
 David congratulated Peter Westwood on the Spring issue of the Burns Chronicle.
 He advised the Executive to go back to their Clubs and look at old editions of Chronicles to 

find interesting articles which could be used for the Homecoming Chronicle in 2010.
 
F160 EDITOR’S REPORT – Peter Westwood
 Firstly I would like to thank all those who stated how much they enjoyed the last issue. Some 

credit must go to our printers, Solway Offset – even if they hide when they see me coming 
with copy!

 The next Chronicle will be published late July. It will be much reduced in size owing to the 
fact that many items already submitted, particularly by seven Academics and others will be 
included in the “Homecoming” hardback edition.

 At the moment I have completed over 150 pages, sadly though only two items have been 
submitted by a Club or member.
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 I look forward to an upsurge in this area if we are going to produce anything like what 
happened in the Special 1996 edition – over 350 pages!

 Included within the “Homecoming” edition will be “The Definitive History of Burns Cottage from 
1750-2009”. A donation of £1000 has been received from the former Trustees via John Skilling 
towards the production of the book. Any other donations would also be appreciated.

 Irrespective of the outcome of the “Homecoming” edition there will be a Winter edition in 
2010.

 The Board have decided that the “Homecoming” edition will be available by Subscription it 
is difficult to fix a price per copy at this time, and bearing in mind it will be a hardback we 
may be talking about £20 a copy to be issued January, February, 2010 – remember the 1996 
edition was sold out!

 Remember when you do send any photographs please also include any captions. If sending 
by an attachment to an

 E-mail could you reduce the size as recently many photos are arriving A4 size and some even 
larger and fill the screen.

F161 WEBSITE – Kevin Thompson (absent from the meeting)
 The President informed the Executive that since the death of Iain MacMaster who had control 

of the entries on the website, Kevin Thompson only has access to certain areas.  When the 
subscription on the site is due we will enquire if we can transfer the domain name to ours.  
Recently spam has been appearing on the Discussion Forum and Iain managed to stop this in 
the past but the President can also remove it once we have access.    

F162 MARKETING REPORT – Jim Shields
 SCOTTISH PARTNERSHIP
 Coll McLean of Scottish Partnership reported that sales were disappointing due to the effects 

of the world recession, but he is still hopeful that once Homecoming gets into summer swing, 
things will pick up.

 CONTENTS OF STORE
 As previously stated, time has not permitted further investigation of what is lying in store, 

but I can reiterate that there is most certainly a heep of items lying there, which need to be 
disposed of and will undertake to have this complete before Conference. Angus kindly agreed 
to ask for another pair of hands from someone local to hrlp me in this task and Lesley agreed 
to come in for my next couple of visits.

 MEDALS & BADGES 
 No further update since last report, showing a profit of £10700 on the medals and £5130 on 

the badges.
 NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND
 A letter was sent to NTS Retail Manager indicating that we in RBWF support their venture for 

the Robert Burns
 250th Souvenir Collection. They have moved someone new into a position which is giving 

this promotion exclusivity and I hope to meet soon with the new appointee.
 The letter for distribution to our clubs asking for help in fundraising for the new museum in 

Alloway, should be ready for distribution in July.
 SONGS O’ THE LASSIES
 No further sales so far of Willie Stewart’s album, but I am retaining a small stock for the 

impending visit of the Atlanta Burns Club and also the Calgary Choir’s visit to Edinburgh.
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 EDINBURGH WORLD HERITAGE 
 A quick visit was made to see the restoration of the Edinburgh Monument, which is proceeding 

well. Shirley has sent a book recommending plants to be in situ, once the construction work 
is done and the Parks Department of Edinburgh City Council are undertaking this.

 URAL SCOTTISH SOCIETY
 Following the very successful meeting between myself, Mike Duguid and representatives of the 

Russian delegation from the Urals, an application for membership was sent to Russia inviting 
them to take out club membership. To date, no reply has been received.

 TEA WITH CLARINDA
 This is a new production recording the meeting between Jean Burns and Nancy MacLehose. 

It is touring south west Scotland and Edinburgh and in passing out these brochures, I would 
encourage you and your clubs to support this new play.

 BANNERS 
 Roll up banner. The cost of this will be £95 plus VAT, and the Board have agreed to order 

one on an experimental trial run. This includes design and delivery. Peter needs to send me 
through our logo on disc format so it can be forwarded to manufacturers.

 It was also suggested  that if we can borrow them, the hanging banners produced by the 
Lanarkshire Association, should be on display at the AGM and the evening dinner.  John 
Haining undertook to contact them to see if they would oblige.

 
F163 SCHOOLS’ COMPETITIONS REPORT – Isa Hanley
 The main discussion this morning was about the recent national festivals held in Berwickshire 

High School, Duns, both of which seemed to be very successful.   The venue was a brand 
new school and the facilities were first class.  The Borders Association of Burns Clubs had 
done a great job of organising stewards, signs, etc and they carried out their duties very 
conscientiously, under the leadership of Ian Buick, this year’s president.

 We discussed various points regarding collection of entry forms, copies of poems, music and 
trophies before the event.  We may have to bring forward the final entry dates to save such a 
rush at the end.

 We had a report on this year’s Art and Project competitions which attracted a reasonable 
number of entries from schools over a wide area of Scotland – 34 schools and 124 pupil 
entries.  Winners of two of the sections were the same schools as last year.   The trophies and 
certificates have now been delivered to the winning schools either by me or a member of the 
committee.   Schools always like a visit from one of us to deliver the trophy and they usually 
bring in the local press to take a photograph.  Peter has copies of available photographs for 
the Burns Chronicle.   This publicises our work and hopefully attracts more entries.  Last year’s 
winning project is now on show in the Tam o’ Shanter Experience in Alloway and this year’s 
winning entry will go on show in Dumfries.   

 The Writing Competition is currently being judged in conjunction with the Association of 
Scottish Literary Studies and the winner announced in October.

 The Choral event attracted 6 choirs from Lanarkshire, Fife, West Lothian and Edinburgh, the 
winner being  Townhill PS, Fife.   

 In all of these competitions the standard was very high.

 May Crawley has reported from Canada that she is very active in school events in Ontario and 
it is encouraging that children at the other side of the Atlantic are being encouraged to have 
an interest in Robert Burns.   They recently had a competition at which Bill was present and 
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he was very impressed with what he saw.   I think May might be hoping to show us more of 
that during the conference weekend.   

 Numbers of in-school certificates requested are slightly increased from last year and thanks go 
to Margaret Hume for sending them out.  A total of 507 schools made requests.

 The new schedules which are sent out to all education authorities in October will be updated 
and ordered as soon as possible.  There is the usual problem of some schools not receiving 
them but we have no control over what the education offices do with them.    We will put 
the information on the website and it appears that more schools are using this method, 
according to what they are saying in telephone calls I and other members of the committee 
are receiving.

 The subject for the St Petersburg essays was chosen as The Rights of Woman. Helen gave us an 
update on what has been happening and future events.

 A number of our past winners are attending a Youth Festival in Aberdeen at the end of 
July/beginning of August and we find this encouraging that the children’s efforts are being 
recognised.

 We discussed venues for next year’s festivals but no firm decision has yet been made on this.  
Lockerbie Academy has been offered for 2011, as it is also a brand new school, but will only 
be ready in April/May next year, so too late for 2010.    I have spoken with the headteacher and 
director of education who are both in agreement that the new school can be used in 2011.

 A more comprehensive report will appear in the conference documentation.
           
F164  HERITAGE REPORT – Bill Duncan
 The monument at Failford is continuing to be attended by Andrew McCartney of Mauchline 

Burns club he has recently cut the grass and again repaired the gate.
 Highland Mary’s Monument at Greenock continues to give concern and the local club are 

keeping a watching brief.  The council have commissioned a report on the condition of the 
stone.

 We have been given an explanation as to the positioning of the CCTV pole at the mausoleum 
at St Michael’s in Dumfries.  It was to accommodate the line of sight microwave to the 
police office.  The good news is the intention is to move the pole from the front of the 
mausoleum.

 After repairs to the banking there would appear to be flooding on the path to Brow Well and 
the council have been asked to see to the draining.

 Members of the Howff Club have expressed their disappointment in the refusal of the NTS 
in allowing them to borrow the pane of glass which originated in the Globe to allow them to 
create a facsimile copy.

 The trees are well settled at Leglen Wood.  It was discovered that stones had been dislodged 
on the cairn, the stonework of the gate posts were showing signs of cracking and some stones 
were at the point of being dislodged.  There were also stones missing from the steps in the 
area of the handrail.  The necessary repairs have now been carried out.  The site is obviously 
being used regularly by visitors this is indicated by the amount of litter left behind.
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F165 DISCUSSION/COMMENT ON HERITAGE REPORT
 Margaret Morrall stated that she had been surprised to receive correspondence enquiring if Ayr 

Burns Club held insurance for Leglen Wood, in connection with their Annual Wreath Laying 
ceremony in July.  She stated that they did but enquired if the Federation did not already have 
this. 

 The President stated that we did not hold any insurance cover for Leglen Wood and after 
further discussion it was agreed that we would investigate this matter with our current insurers 
and report back.

F166 200 CLUB  
 £150.00   Jean Allan, Greenock
 £50.00   Dumfries Burns Club
 £25.00   Jean Bryan, Ayr

 Moira thanked the Executive for the many sympathy cards and letters she had received after 
her mother’s death and again stated that she no longer wished  to continue organising the 
200 Club after September, and asked for someone to consider replacing her.

 
F167 ARCHIVIST’S     REPORT – John Haining
 John has undertaken to carry out a photographic and written inventory of all stock including 

all artefacts donated to the
 Federation over the years.  Included in this are 2 Chinese Paintings and our Coat of Arms, 

which are currently being framed.  They will then be loaned to Dumfries & Galloway Arts 
Association for use in their exhibition.   

 
F168 OVERSEAS REPORTS 
    Canadian Report – May Crawley
 Our RBANA Conference was very successful, with lots of high-tech used during the weekend.  

The programme was very good.  As always, we appreciated the presence of the President 
& Vice Presidents Bill & Mike, also our Honorary Members, Eileen & Jim Robertson. 
 
The Schools Competition, held on 29 April was successful.

 Bill & Mike accompanied Jack Jackson & I to the school on 29 May, where we were piped in by 
Jack, playing his new composition “the Chain of Office”.  Wonderful!  The children were impressed 
with the Chain.  We heard the winners of the poetry section recite.  All-in-all, a delightful morning. 
 

 American Report – Mac Irvin
 “One of the most pleasant presentations I have heard lately described a visit by Harry Lauder 

to the USA almost one hundred years ago, including a visit to the Burns Cottage of Atlanta, 
with actual music from the occasion.  I have suggested that the presenter write an article for 
submission to the Chronicle.” 

 
 Australian Report – Jim O’Lone
 No report.
 
F169 APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
 Applications for Membership already accepted at Board Meeting
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       Individuals
 Dorothy J M Cree, 9 The Loaning, Alloway, Ayr KA7 4QJ

 Club Membership
 Burns Bairns, Girvan Academy

 Re-affiliation
 Wheatsheaf Burns Club No 930

 Family Membership
 Mr & Mrs R McDonald, 13 Albert Drive, Burnside, Rutherglen G73 3RT

 Individuals
 Cameron Douglas Goodall, 35 De Quincey Road, Lasswade, Midlothian EH18 1DW
 William Dickson, 11 Copthorn Close, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 3PN
 John S Thomson, 307 Chemin des Touars, Callian, Var 83440, France

 Clubs
 Harburn Mens’ Rural Institute

 Corporate
 Robert Burns Gifts Ltd, P O Box 7395, Glasgow G51 9DA

F170 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
 Executive Member, Joe Harkins, has been awarded the Queens Fire Brigade Medal on the 

Honours List.
 John Haining stated that he had attended the John Lapraik Festival Weekend on 5-7 June, 

which had proved to be an even greater event than the previous year.
 Margaret Morrall extended an invitation to everyone to attend Ayr Burns Club’s annual 

Wreath Laying Ceremony at
 Leglen Wood on Sunday 19 July 2009.
                                                                                                                                                   
F171 DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
 The next meeting will be the AGM on 5 September 2009 at Murrayfield Stadium, 

Edinburgh.

 Mike Duguid congratulated Bill Dawson for conducting such a fine and vibrant meeting. 



50

BURNS REMEMBERED IN AVIEMORE

On 31st March, 2009 the Badenoch and Strathspey Local History Group marked the Homecoming 
year and the 250th anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns by placing a plaque on the “Winking Owl” 
in Aviemore. This pub/bistro is the only portion of the historic Inn of Aviemore which now stands.

Robert Burns took breakfast in the Inn, and may have over-nighted there, while on his tour of the 
Highlands in 1787 and writes about his observations of the place and the mountains.

The photograph shows Dr. I. A. Glen, together with two members of her Society in period costume, 
at the ceremony to place the plaque. The ‘Winking Owl’ is on the West side of the main road through 
the town.

Gradually Robert’s Highland tour is being marked, with a plaque installed in Dalwhinnie and, during 
July, Inverness Burns Club have a similar ceremony in the City.

Ian MacMillan, Wester Ross Burns Club
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BARD
(Burns Appreciation and Research in Dumfries)

The University of Glasgow at Dumfries plans to open a unit for Burns Appreciation and Research in 
Dumfries. Dumfries (and Dumfriesshire), where the poet lived from 1788 until his death in 1796, is the 
ideal location for this initiative which is made possible by a handsome private donation.

The proposed until will:
 • Bring together academic and local expertise on Burns. The latter should not be under-estimated. 

There are numerous Burns Clubs in the Southwest supplying many presidents of the World 
Federation over the years. Many local enthusiasts possess unrivalled knowledge of the poet’s 
work and the allusions and references therein.

 • Concentrate, though not exclusively, on the study of Robert Burns and his works during the 
Dumfries years. It will also focus on Burns as icon, legend, folklore figure, and collector of songs 
as well as national and global phenomenon.

 • Encourage collaboration with performers of Burns’ songs, and ballads and music associated with 
the poet.

 • Operate in partnership with the Robert Burns Centre at Glasgow University’s Main Campus 
which is devoted to research on the poet and the provision of his works on the web.

 • Offer a postgraduate degree – an MLitt in Robert Burns Studies which has been approved by 
Glasgow University’s Higher Degrees Committee. It is intended that in the longer term the 
Robert Burns courses will be developed as distance taught units.

 • Will organise an annual conference on the Bard.
 • Will organise an annual Summer School on Crichton Campus.
 • Appoint a Visiting Professor in Robert Burns Studies for part of each academic year to raise the 

profile of the programme and Glasgow’s Dumfries campus. This individual will teach, will be 
available for academic supervision and will organize public events such as seminars, workshops 
and lectures.

 • Will create a dedicated website focusing on the life and work of Burns in Dumfries.

Will explore publications, possibly but not exclusively, arising from conferences, which will promote 
Burns, Glasgow University at Dumfries and the region in general. For example The Creation of Robert 
Burns might make an interesting theme. Early authorities on Burns were Robert Heron, James Currie and 
Allan Cunningham all of whom came from Dumfries and Galloway while the Englishman, R. H. Cromek 
(Remains of Nithsdale and Galloway Song and Reliques of Robert Burns) carried out most of his ‘fieldwork’ 
in Nithsdale under the misdirection of Cunningham. There is room for a book on Galloway, Dumfries 
and the Borders in the Time of Robert Burns while another possibility is The Contemporaries of Robert Burns. 
Another project might be the reprinting of William MacDowall’s Dumfries in the Time of Burns.

Proposed Glasgow University in Dumfries Faculty:
Professor Ted Cowan (Burns; Scottish History)
Dr Valentina Bold (Burns; Scottish Literature; James Hogg; Folklore)
Dr David Borthwick (Scottish Literature)
Dr Ralph Jessop (Scottish Enlightenment; Thomas Carlyle; 18th and 19th Century Literature)
Dr Lizanne Henderson (Scottish Folklore; History)
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Associate Faculty – these will be drawn from Burns experts at Glasgow University and other 
universities.

The visiting Professor in Robert Burns Studies for session 2009-2010 will be Professor Kenneth 
Simpson, a world authority on the Bard.

In addition Patrons will be invited to lend their support in publicising and promoting the activities 
of BARD. These are all individuals who are prominent in Burns circles or who are well-known students 
of Burns. So far all individuals and organisations who have been approached have expressed to be greatly 
in favour of this initiative.

For the Homecoming Year 2009, the 250th anniversary of Burns’ birth, Glasgow University at 
Dumfries has already developed a number of Burns associated initiatives. For example, during July, 
we promoted a Burns Summer School and a one-day Conference in association with the Robert Burns 
World Federation. We have also organised a series of linked workshops and conferences throughout the 
region on Burns’ contemporaries to meet the specifications for the 2009 Homecoming sub-themes of 
Enlightenment, Innovation and the Scottish Diaspora. This year has provided an excellent opportunity 
to advertise the University of Glasgow in Dumfries and its programmes to the local community as well 
as globally. BARD will additionally enhance the university’s future activities.

Ted Cowan
(Ted.cowan@crichton.gla.ac.uk)



It is with great sadness we record the passing of MOLLIE RENNIE on Friday 29th May, 
2009. Daughter of the late Mary Thomson who held many important posts within the 
Burns Movement, including in 1949 becoming Hon. Vice-President of the Federation. 

Mollie followed in her mother’s footsteps and during the last 60 odd years held an endless 
list of appointments culminating in 1980 when she became the second lady to hold the office 
of Federation President. Since 1949 Mollie missed only a few Annual Conferences and in an 
official capacity visited Russia (on more than one occasion) Denmark, Canada, Ireland not to 
mention most of the United Kingdom.

Her funeral took place on Friday 5th June at the South Lanarkshire Crematorium in the 
presence of a large gathering of her many friends and members of the Federation. Our thoughts 
at this time go out to her family.

In the Autumn issue of the Burns Chronicle we reported that MABEL IRVING, the Bard of 
Greenock Burns Club and First lady President had been awarded the M.B.E. for her work 
in Arts in Scotland. It gives us much pleasure to record that in April Mabel received her 

medal from Lord Lieutenant, Guy Clark. Pictured on Mabel’s right President Margaret Kane 
and on her left Isobel Lind. Back row from left to right: Jane McGilp, Jean Anderson and Anne 
Fawbert. All the ladies being Past Presidents of the Greenock Club.

A UNIQUE OCCASION
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