
  

 

www.rbwf.org.uk 

1982 

The digital conversion of this  

Burns Chronicle was sponsored by 

Irvine Lasses Burns Club in

memory of the Club Co-founders 

Rosalind Keyte & Anne Gaw
The digital conversion service was provided by DDSR Document Scanning 
by permission of the Robert Burns World Federation Limited to whom all 

Copyright title belongs. 

www.DDSR.com 

Limited Robert Burns World Federation 

Limited 



BURNS 
CHRONICLE 

1982 



BURNS CHRONICLE 
AND CLUB DIRECTORY 

INSTITUTED 1891 

FOURTH SERIES: VOLUME VII 

PRICE: Paper £3.00, Cloth £3 .75; (Members £2 .00 and £2.50 respectively). 



CONTENTS 

Mrs. Mollie Rennie 
i'rom the Editor 
The Leicester Conference, 1980 
Obituaries 
Book Reviews 
Covington Mains Cairn 
A Greeting frae Paisley oan ae Janwar Nicht 
Personality Parade 
Kittle Kattie 
A Bannerette from a Burns Club 
Mauchline Burns Club-Within and Without 
Irvine Lasses Burns Club 
Young Burnsians: 

Burns Federation Schools Competitions 
Leith Academy Burns Club 
A Star for Glasgow Schools 
Burns Federation Art Competition 
Children's Competition in Fife 
Glebe Primary School, Irvine 

The North American Conference, 1980 
Rosamond Club Presentation 
The Burns Window in Crown Court Church, London 
Congratulations from Rabbie? 
Commemorative Stained Glass includes Roberts Burns 
Settle that argument 
In the Beginning 
Down amongst the Drones 
Burns Bibliography 
Burns Festival, 1980 
Producing Scotch Whisky 
The women in 8urns's poems and songs 
Burns Night in Beijing 
TheV.l.P.s 
St. Giles Cathedral-Robert Burns Memorial Window 
The Jean Armour Burns Houses at Mauchline 
Epistle tae a Prince, frae a Pudden 
Robert Burns and the De'il 
Canadian Postscript 
Around the Clubs 
The Burns Federation Office Bearers 
List of Districts 
Annual Conference Reports, 1980 
Club Notes 
Numerical List of Clubs on the Roll 
Alphabetical List of Clubs on the Roll 

Janet Cutting 

A. A. Scott 
T.G.11 

G. K. Murray 
Robert Kirk 
D. I. Lyell 

James Glass 
Robert Ward 
Archie McArthur 

Margaret Cook 

Jimmy Mason 
David G. Blyth 

J. F. W. Thomson 
Clark Hunter 
Stuart M. Wallace 
Professor G. Ross Roy 

Ian Wilson 
Dr. William J. Murray 

David McGregor 
J. F. W. Thomson 
Peter Shaw 
Roy Solomon 
Thomas Saunders 
Hugh J. Bryden 

4 
6 
8 

10 
15 
20 
21 
22 
29 
30 
31 
32 

34 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
42 
48 
49 
51 
52 
53 
54 
59 
60 
65 
66 
70 
76 
77 
78 
80 
84 
86 
89 
91 

104 
109 
115 
128 
189 
231 

The title photograph is from the Nasmyth portrait of Burns and is reproduced by courtesy of the 
Scottish National Portrait Gallery 

Published by the Burns Federation, Kilmarnock. Printed by Wm. Hodge & Co. Ltd, Glasgow 
ISBN 0307 8957 I' 





MRS. MOLLIE RENNIE 
Mollie Rennie has had the honour of being the second lady elected President of the Burns 
Federation. She was born and brought up in Cambuslang, on the outskirts of Glasgow, 
and lived there for most of her life, before moving to the Jean Armour Burns Houses at 
Mauchline in October 1980. 

She comes from a family of dedicated Burnsians, both parents being active in the Burns 
movement and holding office in their Burns Clubs. Her mother was the first lady ever to 
serve on the Executive Committee of the Federation. 

Mollie joined the Mary Campbell Burns Club in 1948, and became Secretary of the 
Lanarkshire Association in 1957, a position which she held for four years. In 1958 she 
became representative for New Zealand and continued in that capacity until 1979 when 
she became Senior Vice-President of the Federation. 

She has a family of two girls and a boy, all married with families; Mollie now has seven 
grandchildren. She trained as a confectioner, later becoming a catering manager. 

She has travelled extensively to Burns suppers, in Moscow, Leningrad, Canada and 
Denmark, and this year spoke at thirteen Burns Dinners. She is extremely versatile in this 
respect, doing the Immortal Memory and the reply to the Lassies, as well as singing and 
reciting the Address to the Haggis. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

0 YER the past dozen years I have visited Australia several times on business. On those 
occasions I flew from one capital city to another, lived it up at the Parmelia or the 

Wentworth, attended a number of business functions and did various radio and television 
interviews. Each time, however, I came away with the feeling that there had to be more to 
Australia than publishers' offices and TV studios; and just as one de luxe hotel is pretty much 
like another these days, so also the down-town areas of big cities are not so very different the 
world over. My last trip, in March, therefore, was pure self-indulgence--though some might 
consider it more in the nature of an endurance test. In less than a month I covered over 16,000 
miles by road and rail, miraculously escaping the worst effects of the Qantas and New South 
Wales Railway strikes, and savouring the delights of Dandenong and Darwin, the amenities of 
Curtin Springs and the cuisine in Cocklebiddy and Three Ways. 

By the end of the month I had a much better idea of the immensity of Australia and its vast 
emptiness, diametrically opposite to all my previous impressions. Obviously any country, which 
is virtually the same area as the United States but only supports 14 million people (two thirds of 
whom live in the state capitals), must have a lot of open spaces. My only previous experience of 
the Outback had been visits to King's Park in Perth, but the real thing is difficult to describe. 
From Darwin to Adelaide, a distance of more than 2,000 miles that is comparable to the distance 
between London and Jerusalem, the great bulk of the terrain is red sand-enlivened this year 
(thanks to exceptionally heavy rains in January) by an astonishing profusion of flowers and 
plants. About 600 miles of the highway, from the Northern Territory border to Woomera, is 
unsealed--a euphemism that conceals the most horrendous corrugations, potholes, ruts and 
choking red dust. Imagine a journey as long as the drive from London to Inverness in those 
conditions! 

By contrast, my crossing of the continent from Perth to Sydney was accomplished in the 
height of luxury and comfort aboard Australia's Indian-Pacific, arguably the last of the great 
trains in the world. The journey takes the best part of four days and three nights and the train is 
more like a travelling hotel, with a tradition for superb cuisine (the chef was trained at 
Gleneagles). The well-appointed club car even boasted a piano and during the lull between the 
first and second sittings of breakfast on the first day out I seized the opportunity when no one else 
was around to try it out. 

I retired to my roomette about 8.30 p.m., hoping for an early night, but shortly thereafter 
there was a knock on my door. 'You were playing the piano this morning', the Senior Car 
Attendant accused me, 'so we need you for our concert.' He was a great deal bigger than me so I 
could hardly refuse. I said that I had no music, but I did not get off that easily. Apparently no 
passenger on the Indian-Pacific worth his or her salt travels without a song-book, while John, 
the Senior Car Attendant. a fine Irish tenor in the John MacCormick tradition. produced a 
massive sheaf of music. Suffice it to say that we were still at it at midnight-really only I 0.30 
p.m. (Western Australian time) but we had to put our watches forward an hour and a half during 
the ceilidh when we crossed the border into South Australia. I cannot imagine many sing-songs 
where you have to put your watch back or forward at half time! 

Once I had got the hang of the rhythm of the locomotive and could get my fingers on the right 
keys most of the time the quality of the music improved. It is disconcerting to play a piano at 60 
6 



miles an hour; even Liberace isn't that fast. I was fortunate in having an undemanding audience, 
mainly wanting the old faithfuls from 'Amazing Grace' to 'Danny Boy'. Someone had a Welsh 
song-book, another a volume of Irish songs, and b~fore the night was out I'd learned a few 
Aussie convict and sheep-shearing ballads. But undoubtedly the most moving experience for me 
was to play the auld Scotch sangs. Admittedly, there is something bizarre and surreal about the 
strains of 'I Belang tae Glesca' in the warm night air of the Nullarbor Desert. and I wondered 
momentarily what the odd passing kangaroo or stray camel would be making of that. 

Inevitably it was a selection of Burns' songs that proved my undoing. An Irish tenor and a 
Scots-Australian baritone are a pretty powerful combination, but their sensitive rendition of such 
haunting ballads as 'The Lass o' Ballochmyle', 'My Luve is like a red, red Rose' and 'Sweet 
Afton' was a wonderful experience by any standards. When they got to 'Of a' the Airts the Wind 
can Blaw', however, the tears streamed unstrained down my manly cheeks. 

'Is the smoke getting to you, Jock?' John enquired. 
'No.' I snuffled, 'I think it's my jet-lag catching up with me!' 
On my last day in Australia I fulfilled a long-felt desire and had a swim at Swanbourne on the 

outskirts of Perth. This was another experience that proved my undoing. Not looking where I 
was going, I stumbled on the beach and stubbed my big toe on a boulder, almost detaching my 
toe-nail in the process. Help was to hand in the form of two nurses, from the Royal Perth 
Hospital and the Glasgow Western Infirmary respectively. These ministering angels expertly 
bound my toe and instructed me to get it seen to on my return home next day. As I pen these 
lines I am still ruefully pondering the Calvinistic dictum that if you have a good time you will 
surely suffer for it. So far I have managed to hirple as far as the post office and am amazed and 
deeply touched by the solicitude of total strangers who pause as they pass by to enquire, 'Whit's 
up with yer fut, Jimmy?' or, more endearingly, 'Aw, yer tae luiks awfy sair, son!' I am 
beginning to understand that affliction in others does tend to bring out an instinctive concern in 
people. 

All this, of course, might have made me feel sorry for myself, but then a phone call from Jim 
McCaffery put things into their proper perspective. Readers may recall an article on the songs of 
Burns by Serge Hovey in the 1979 Chronicle, and an article about Hovey by Jim McCaffery in 
the 1980 edition. Serge Hovey has been battling single-handed to arrange the publication of the 
complete lyrical works of the Bard and a series of 20 long-playing records by Jean Redpath. This 
has been an uphill struggle and it does not reflect any credit on the Burns movement that Mr. 
Hovey has not had any official backing for his monumental project. It is some consolation to 
learn, however, that editorial support in the Chronicle was sufficient ammunition for Mr. Hovey 
to persuade the American equivalent of the Arts Council to give him a grant to continue with the 
good work. In his article Mr. McCaffery mentioned that work had been delayed due to the fact 
that Serge Hovey had been confined to hospital for twelve months, but that he had returned 
home to continue his work. I am very sorry to report that Mr. Hovey's condition has since 
deteriorated to the point where he is paralysed from the neck downwards. Still he refuses to give 
in and is managing to superintend his family in the work of arranging scores for Jean Redpath to 
record and the further fruits of their labours are now available. 

This has been International Year of the Disabled, aimed at overcoming the apathy and neglect 
suffered by people possessing disabilities of all kinds, or alternatively inspiring us with the 
example of people who rose above their disabilities to enrich the lives of their fellow human 
beings. Such a man is Serge Hovey. It is to be hoped that the very great debt we owe him can be 
repaid tangibly and substantially before it is too late. 

11 NEW~l.I. TERR~\E 

DUMFRIES DGI 11.N 

JA\1ES A. MACKAY 
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The Leicester Conference, 1980 
by Janet Cutting 

Twad be owre Jang a tale to tell 
How many stories past 
An' how they crowded to the yill 
When they were a' dismist 

Mr. J. L. S. Parton, Chairman of Leicester Conference Committee, the Lord Mayor of Leicester, 
Councillor Herbert H. Sowden, and Mr. S. Gaw admiring the gifts presented by Mr. H. C. 
Macdonald of Detroit Burns Club on behalf of the Mayors of Detroit and Trenton. 

And so Leicester adds a little to the Con
ference stories-the accommodation, good, 
bad and indifferent, the cut and thrust of the 
Business meeting, the getting together again at 
the Civic Reception , the enjoyment of the 
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Conference Dinner and all the other happen
ings. 

For the hosts it started 2- 3 years beforehand 
with the question--can we? That was not the 
first time the question had been considered but 



poor reaction from Civic and other authorities 
previously shelved the matter. Encouragement 
from No. 18 District helped us to accept the 
challenge and so we embarked on the task. 

As others already know the financial side is 
always a concern but Leicester soon realised 
that they belonged to a company of friendly 
dedicated Burnsian south of the Border. In 
came the donations, the result of enthusiasm 
and hard work by so many association, 
societies and clubs, some quite unexpected and 
to those good people we would publicly 
acknowledge our gratitude. 

Accommodation was arranged--then the 
blow fell-we couldn't have the residences of 
our choice. The alternatives were inspected 
and being assured that the few places then oc
cupied and so unable to be seen would be of 
the same standard as those inspected, agree
ment to use those premises was reached. The 
passage of time, plus lack of care and mainte
nance let us down and our complaints and dis
pute with the College authorities over the ac
commodation and catering became a very 
prolonged affair, not resolved at time of writ
ing. 

That the Civic Authorities agreed to a 
Reception was an achievement and the per
sonal greeting to over 500 persons by the Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress as well as the 
general welcome cannot be forgotten. The pre
sentation of gifts from Detroit and Trenton by 
Mr. H. C. Macdonald of Detroit Burns Club to 
the City of Leicester was a gesture much ap
preciated by the host Society. 

The delegates, consorts and friends were 
now together agin to renew friendships and to 
make new ones, with the social side of the 
Conference prolonged in the groups who 
gathered in the residences later when the 
known and unknown talents of so many were 
displayed and suitably toasted. 

Late hours and quantities of liquid refresh
ment do not apparently deter good Burnsians 
and their resilience was apparent on the Satur
day morning at the A.G.M. when delegates ar
rived prepared to ensure that the affairs of the 
Federation are carried out to their satisfaction. 

The meeting is reported elsewhere but by the 
time it took place it was apparent that many 
people missed the presence of the Federation 
Secretary, Jock Thomson. 

While the business of the Conference was 
being conducted others had the opportunity to 
visit the exhibition of crafts provided by local 
people who take pride and pleasure in their 
skills. Delegates at the meeting were also able 
to view those crafts in the afternoon. 

Having been installed earlier in the day as 
President of the Federation it was very ob
vious that everyone at the Dinner on Saturday 
evening was delighted to see Mrs. Mollie Ren
nie invested with her Chain of Office by the 
retiring President, Mr. Sam Gaw and to share 
with her the pleasure of the occasion. A good 
meal well served and followed by excellent en
tertainment is a memory to be savoured. The 
Leicester Caledonian Juniors, the Lamont 
Dancers, John Insch the Piper, lvor Jamieson 
Hall and Andrew Rankine with his Band pro
vided the highlight of the week-end. That the 
gathering was honoured by the presence of the 
Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire, Col. A. 
Martin, and Mrs. Martin was an added bonus. 

The Rev. Donald Elliott conducted the Ser
vice and preached an excellent and eminently 
suitable sermon for this final gathering of 
those attending the Conference. Our thanks 
have been expressed to the Vicar of St. 
Margarets, Rev. 0. S. Bennett for his kind per
mission to hold the Service in his historic 
Church. 

Leicester Caledonian Society are happy to 
have fulfilled an ambition of the now, late, 
George Large, during his lifetime. Without his 
enthusiasm, inspiration and encouragement 
we might never have held a Conference in 
Leicester. We hope that our efforts gave him 
satisfaction and thank all those in the Society 
who were cajoled and persuaded to help, as 
well as those from other clubs who worked so 
hard to make Conference 1980 a success. For 
us it was quite an experience. Jfwe blotted our 
copy-book at times we hope that it was well 
mopped up by the pleasure the Conference 
gave in other ways. Thank you for coming. 
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M.B.E., M.A., F.L.A. 

1919-1981 



OBITUARIES 

One of Kilmarnock's best-known citizens, 
and the Burns movement's best-loved 
personalities, Jock Thomson, died in the 
Kilmarnock Infirmary on 30th April 1981 
at the age of 61. He was born on 8th July 
1919, the eldest of four boys. His early 
schooling was at the David Kilpatrick 
School, and later he went on to Leith 
Academy where he became Classics Dux in 
1937. 

On leaving school he joined the Edin
burgh Public Library as a junior librarian, 
but on the outbreak of the Second World 
War he was conscripted into the Royal 
Scots. Later he transferred to the Yorks 
and Lanes regiment with whom he was sent 
out to India and served in Karachi. With a 
good classical education and a natural 
talent for languages he soon mastered Urdu 
and this led to his transfer to the Intelli
gence Corps. He served with Field Security 
attached to the Fourteenth Army in 
Burma, often operating behind the 
Japanese lines. In 1945, towards the end 
of the war, he met Peggy Norfolk, a 
nursing sister in the Queen Alexandra 
Royal Army Nursing Corps, and they 
married in 1947. In 1946 Jock was 
demobilised and returned to his prewar 
occupation in the Edinburgh library 
service. Subsequently he went to the 
Library School in Glasgow, where he took 
his Associateship of the Library Asso
ciation, followed by his Fellowship in the 
remarkably short time of two years. 

He returned to Edinburgh and worked 
part-time in the library service while 
studying at the University, where he was 
awarded the degree of M.A. with Honours 
in History and English Literature. During 
this period his son Peter and daughter 
Susan were born. In May 1953 he crossed 
the Border, being appointed Librarian at 
Dearne Urban District in Yorkshire. He 

stayed there for five years before returning 
to Scotland. In 1958 he was appointed 
Director of Libraries and Museums under 
Kilmarnock Town Council. Following 
local government re-organisation in 1975 
he became Manager of Cultural Services 
with Kilmarnock and Loudoun District 
Council and the following year was 
awarded the M.B.E. in the New Year's 
Honours List. 

But his work went far beyond his duties 
with the District Council. He was an early 
member of the Burma Star Association and 
helped to found branches in Barnsley, 
Doncaster, Wakefield, Hull, Dumfries, 
Dumbarton and Hamilton. The aim of the 
Association is charitable, to help ex
servicemen from the Burma campaign and 
their families in need. One of Jock's 
greatest loves was the game of rugby and 
he was an enthusiastic member of the 
Kilmarnock Rugby Football Club. Mr. 
Dougie Willock, spokesman of the Club, 
has described Jock as a great historian, and 
he compiled a history of the Club to cele
brate their centenary. 

Jock was also a staunch supporter of the 
Scout movement. In 1959 he joined the 
Parent's Committee of the 21st Ayrshire 
Scout Group and during his time on the 
Group Council served as both Treasurer 
and Secretary. He was a founder member 
of their Coffee Stall and was a mainstay of 
this money-raising operation for many 
years. In 1978 he received the Scout Thanks 
Badge in recognition of his work, and the 
following year received the Chief Scout's 
Commendation Award for outstanding 
services to Scouting, an honour which was 
well-deserved. Tom Wilson, the Group 
Scout Leader, has written of him: 'To the 
Group Council he was a man of great 
common sense who worked for the good of 
all and not for any personiil gain or glory. 

II 
I 
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Although he had to resign from the Group 
through pressure of business commitments 
he was always ready to help us out in any 
way he could. We have lost a valuable 
member of society, but most of all we have 
lost a dear and trusted friend.' 

In his official and professional capacity 
Jock was Tutor to the Association of 
Assistant Librarians and member of the 
Panel of Assistant Examiners of the 
Library Association. His interest in the 
town of his adoption bore fruit in an 
attractive book devoted to Old Kilmar
nock. At the time of his death he had 
produced a new edition of 'Tam o' 
Shanter' and this is currently going 
through the press. 

His deep and abiding love of Burns dated 
from his schooldays in Edinburgh and 
developed considerably after his transfer to 
Kilmarnock in 1958. Eleven years later, in 
September 1969, at the Southport 
Conference, he was elected to the post of 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Burns' 
Federation. 'Facts are chiels that winna 
ding'; we need look no farther than the 

business section of successive Chronicles of 
the past decade to appreciate the immense 
progress of those eventful years. It is no 
exaggeration to say that in that period the 
Federation has been truly transformed into 
the major international movement it now 
is. Credit for this must be given fairly to 
Jock. As John Inglis has written in The 
Kilmarnock Standard: 'He was an excellent 
ambassador for the Burns Federation. He 
had an extensive knowledge and forged 
many links with Burns enthusiasts in 
Canada and America . . . He was a very 
fine person and was well-known throught 
the Burns world.' 

Many tributes have been paid to Jock by 
his countless friends and colleagues. James 
Nicol, Chief Executive of Kilmarnock and 
Loudoun District Council said: 'It is a very 
great loss to Kilmarnock in many ways. He 
was a man who helped in matters people 
knew little or nothing about. He was one of 
the best men and most respectable charac
ters ever to be employed by the council. It 
is a very great personal loss to me.' 

CHARLES C. EASTON 
~l: THEN an old member of the Federation departs this life, it is hard enough to bear. We are a 
V\i band of brothers (and sisters) who over the years grow to know and accept each other, 

faults and all. When an important member of our company dies at an early age and whose worth 
to the Burns movement is of the highest value, then the loss is all the more painful to accept. 
Charles Easton ... Charlie to his cronies ... was such a member. Trained as a journalist, his 
knowledge of human activities was wide; his compassion was of equal measure. He was an 
observer and an interpreter but, added to these qualities, was his wide learning in and knowledge 
of Scottish literature. 

It might well be that the scholar is less regularly represented among us and that the student 
does not appear in our company as often as is necessary. It is one thing to be a Burns enthusiast, 
another to be accepted as an enthusiast and a scholar. Cliarles Easton was both. His hard 
practical training and common sense made him acceptable to the more social Burnsian; his love 
of learning and of the Scottish language enabled him to walk with his peers in the higher realms 
of education and scholarship. The social man and the scholar were represented in the make-up of 
Charles Easton. 

When I first knew him, he was 'Charlie' to me but, the more. I saw of him and the more I got 
to know of him, I found myself calling him by the more proper form of 'Charles'. Yet he was the 
same man--Oedicated, hard-working, and so well-intentioned as to the continuing value of the 
Burns Federation in its role of a cultural force in the life of our country. One was at first drawn 
towards his lively Buchan manner of speech; then the sense of the man came through. As a 
committee man. then as chairman of the Scottish Literature Committee and, ultimately, as 
12 
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President of the Burns Federation, he was superb. His quiet voice, his complete control of the 
English language, and his grasp of a topic all made towards total respect for his contribution to 
any conversation or argument. 

Nor can any Burnsian forget his years as Junior and Senior Vice-President, especially the 
latter appointment when his friend, Matthew McLaughlan occupied the highest position in the 
Federation. Matthew, a most successful business man and lover of all things Scottish, was not in 
the best of health but, as his deputy, Charles Easton gave him the maximum support in order 
that Matt could enjoy what he described as the 'ambition of his life'. 

Yet, I wonder how many members of the Federation Executive ever thought about Charles' 
attendance at the meetings. Winter can be a hard master in the Far North but there were few 
occasions indeed that Charles Easton did not battle through snow and ice to chair his Committee 
and play his part in the proceedings of the long, dark days. I can only hope that we do not, and 
did not, take such adventures for granted. 

Charles was a great family man. We could not think of him without thinking of his beloved 
wife, Muriel. The last five years were not easy for him; they were, surely, more difficult for 
Muriel. She, however, drew strength from daughter Alison and her husband Derek. It was 
typical that, as he lay in his last illness, he could remind Muriel that he still hadn't received his 
copy of the minutes of the recent meeting he had attended at Gorebridge. On eventually 
receiving them he ensured that the recorded minutes for the Scottish Literature Committee were 
to his satisfaction. That was the man and his value to the Federation. 

J. F. T. THOMSON 

GEORGE LARGE 

G EORGE Large was born in Forfar in 1903, but though he left his native land in 1925 he 
never lost his love of it. His work took him all over the world and it was in Penang, 

Malaysia, that he met and married his late wife Betty. After the Second World War they settled 
in Leicester. George was an active participant in Scottish culture in England and overseas, being 
originally associated with the Shanghai Caledonian Society. Jn Leicester he soon became an 
active member of the Caledonian Society and was involved in all manner of Scottish activities in 
the East Midlands. He did much to stimulate an interest in Burns as well as Scottish Literature 
and poetry in general. He had a great love of children and arranged competitions for them in the 
East Midlands, fostering a greater interest in Scottish literature. One of his great interests was the 
drama group which he organised, and it is probably from this that he became such a great reciter 
and narrator of the Bard's work. 

Among the offices he held were President of the Leicester Caledonian Society, the East 
Midlands Association of Scottish Societies and the Scottish Presidents' Association. His 
outstanding services to the Burns movement were signally recognised at the Glasgow 
Conference in 1979 when he was elected an Honorary President of the Burns Federation. 

Mrs Janet Cutting, Secretary of the Leicester Caledonian Society, has written of him: 
'Fortitude was his byword, fortitude to meet the trials and tribulations of life without complaint. 
George walked tall in every sense of the word. He had a stature not measured in feet, but in feats 
and accomplishment, so that wherever his travels took him he was beloved and respected by so 
many.' 

J.E. INGLIS 

I T is with regret that I have to write of the passing of Jim Inglis after a long and painful illness 
which he bore without complaint. 

I first met Jim some twenty years ago when he was President of Mansfield and District 
Caledonian Society at the same time as I was President of Rotherham and District Scottish 
Association. 

13 



From that time onwards, we met Jim and Nicky at many functions in the I 8th District and 
developed an affinity for each other through both Burns and football. During this period, Jim 
slowly emerged as a Burns Federation emissary to England, becoming a District Delegate from 
this area as well as President of Retford and District Caledonian Society; President of the Scottish 
Presidents' Association; and finally achieved the accolade of President of the Burns Federation 
whose interests he always endeavoured to advance during our long association. 

A quiet, positive, sincere and Christian man, he always thought kindly of his fellow-mortals, 
and travelled widely in England, submitting 'Immortal Memories' and helping Scottish societies 
with their problems, never accepting or expecting any recompense for his efforts. A generous 
man in this respect, he appreciated a simple word of thanks more than anything. 

He rejuvenated the I 8th District by becoming its Secretary, and for many years, and until his 
untimely death, I had, as Chairman, a pleasant and happy association with him. He was a 
founder member of the elite Cl umber Burns Club, and many enjoyable evenings we spent at his 
home at Southwell where Nicky proved a delightful hostess. 

Jim was very fortunate in being married to a charming lass who was a very loyal supporter of 
all his efforts in relation to Burns and Burns' Clubs; to her we offer our very sincere condolences 
in her very personal loss. She will miss him greatly, as will all of us who were fortunate enough 
to have known him. 

GEORGE A. BRYAN 

George Irvine 
Chairman: I 8th District 

THE unexpected death of Mr. George A. Bryan, T. Eng. (C.E.I.), M.l.T.E. on 7th June 1980 
came as a severe shock to all sections of the community in Alloway and Ayr, where he was 

a much respected and popular figure. 
During the Second World War George saw active service in Egypt, Italy and Germany and 

was a proud member of the Seventh Armoured Division, the original 'Desert Rats'. 
An electrical engineer of marked ability employed by the South of Scotland Electricity Board, 

he was a man of many and varied talents, not the least of which was his skill in photography. He 
possessed an abundance of energy and always took meticulous care in carrying out any 
enterprise upon which he embarked. 

Apart from his daily work and his family, his main concern was with Alloway Burns Club, 
Alloway Parish Church and Alloway Public Hall, to all of which he made a most significant 
contribution in terms of service and dedication. 

An elder of Alloway Parish Church, he carried out his duties most punctiliously and had for 
several years performed the responsible and demanding task of Convener of the Property 
Committee, where his wealth of practical experience, sound commonsense and dry humour 
proved invaluable. 

In his long service as Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of Alloway Public Hall he displayed a high 
degree of efficiency, and was personally responsible for many of the worthwhile improvements 
that had been effected there. 

He took great delight and satisfaction in his duties as Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of Alloway 
Burns Club, a post he had held for over eleven years. His sterling efforts to ensure the continued 
success of the Club proved most fruitful, and his drive, enthusiasm and excellent organising 
ability were a constant source of inspiration to his colleagues. 

George's wife Agnes and his only son Jim still play and active part in the affairs of Alloway 
Burns Club, and indeed Jim has carried on the family tradition of service by assuming the mantle 
of Hon. Treasurer, a decision of which his father would have been justly proud. 

James Glass 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

A Vade Mecum for Burns' Nicht 
JoHNNIE WALKER'S BURNS SUPPER COMPANION, by HUGH DouGI.AS. Alloway Publishing, High 
Street, Ayr. pp. 100, £3.95. 

Hugh Douglas is no stranger to the subject of 
Burns; his Robert Burns. A l(fe ranks among 
the more thoughtful biographies of the bard, 
while his Portrait qf the Burns Country should 
be required reading for anyone following the 
Burns Heritage Trail, so well does it capture 
the atmosphere. then and now, of the south
west of Scotland, steeped in associations with 
the Poet. He has now added a third volume 
which, in its way, should become as indispen
sable as the Poet's works--and, I hope more 
frequently consulted. Mr. Douglas has impec
cable qualifications for writing this book
almost half a century of involvement in the 
Burns movement at all levels, both at home 
and abroad, and there can be few people so in
timately acquainted with Burns Suppers, both 
as a principal speaker and as a mere partaker. 

About 200 Burns Suppers are formally 
recorded in the Club Reports published in the 
Chronicle. Just as the reports range from the 
minutely detailed to the decidedly laconic, so 
the suppers themselves vary enormously, in 
size. complexity, complexion and quality. 
Apart from questionable aberrations (for
tunately rare). such as the Lanarkshire miners' 
group who attempted, a year or two ago, to 
'modernise' the image of their supper by 
employing two strippers and a blue comedian. 
there is a formula for holding Burns Suppers 
which is recognisable from Alloway to 
Adelaide. But just as everyone nearly knows 
the words of' Auld Lang Syne '. Burns Suppers 
often fall short of their avowed aims. to do 
honour to the Immortal Memory of Scotland's 
greatest son. 

The intentions may be good. and the 
organisers may work with the best will in the 
world. but perhaps something was lacking. or 
inattention to some detail may have marred 
the evening. A Burns Supper may well be a 
·highly formalised. even ritualistic. celebra-

tion' but within the rigid framework evolved 
over the past 180 years there is infinite scope 
and variety. 

For this reason the Burns Supper Compa
nion is most welcome. It has been written with 
two purposes: to 'unlock the door to the mys
teries of Burns Night and to help those who 
are organising the evening, proposing a toast, 
or merely attending as a guest.' The first is 
answered in the opening chapter which traces 
the development of the Burns Cult- and, inci
dentally, should help to settle all these peren
nial controversies as to who started it and 
where. The remaining chapters give invalua
ble practical advice on organising a Supper 
and deal with the various aspects of the eve
ning itself, exploring the problems and pitfalls, 
the do 's and don 'ts, concerning the conduct of 
the Chairman, the Address to the Haggis, the 
speeches, toasts, 'sangs and clatter' and even 
such mundane matters, often overlooked. as 
writing to thank the guest speakers afterwards. 

Understandably the longest chapter is con
cerned with the Immortal Memory itself. 
Apart from a useful historical and psychologi
cal examination of this toast, Mr. Douglas pro
vides an ample array of themes and even goes 
so far as to include specimen toasts in outline. 
tackled from four different angles: the life of 
the Poet. Ploughman or Intellectual. Burns' 
thoughts if he were alive today. and 'Hame'
appropriate for Suppe.s among exiled Scots. 

As one who was pitched in at the deep end. 
by being asked to give the Immortal Memory 
at the first Burns Supper I had ever attended. 
and who has since had to learn the hard way, I 
only wish this book had been around years 
ago. There is no one. be he the newest recruit 
to Burns or among the seasoned veterans. who 
would not profit considerably from the con
tents of this book. 

J.A.M. 

15 



Soul o 'plays an' pranks! 

THE MAKING OF SCOTCH WHISKY: A HISTORY OF THE SCOTCH WHISKY DISTILLING IN
DUSTRY, by MICHAEL s. Moss and JOHN R. HUME. James & James, Edinburgh. pp.303. 
£18. 

Elsewhere in this Chronicle readers will 
find an article on the distilling and 
blending of whisky. Much has also been 
written about the amber liquid itself and 
many writers and poets-not the least 
being our own Bard-have waxed 
rhapsodic about it over the past two 
centuries. Now we have, in this mighty 
volume, the definitive history of whisky 
distilling in Scotland, and a fascinating 
story it is. Like so many other elements of 
civilisation, the art of distilling can be 
traced back to the ancient Egyptians, but it 
is now believed that the distillation of 
alcohol (an Arabic word) was not 
developed till the eleventh century, as the 
techniques used in earlier times did not cool 
the vapour from the still sufficiently to 
collect the liquid. The Koranic teachings 
might ban alcohol for the faithful, but the 
infidels of Northern and Western Europe 
were under no such interdict and distilling 
spread like wildfire. On the Continent, of 
course, it was the distillate of fermented 
grapes that was chiefly used, but in the 
colder and wetter climate of the far north
west fermented cereals, especially barley, 
were substituted. Ireland had distilleries in 
the late twelfth century and by the fifteenth 
century Scotland was making aqua vitae, 
the Latin term for 'water of life'. This term 
survives in Scandinavia to this day as 
akvavit, but in Scotland it was rendered 
into the Gaelic uisge beatha and corrupted 
into Lowland Scots as usquebaugh or usky 
and eventually whisky. 

The earliest attempt at government 
control of spiritous liquor came in 1505 
when the Guild of Surgeon Barbers in 
Edinburgh was given a monopoly of its 
manufacture-but whether this testified to 
its value as a medicine or a hair restorer is 
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not known! By 1550 prosecution for 
infringement of this monopoly was 
becoming common, indicating that the 
public had discovered the pleasures of 
whisky as a beverage as well as a tonic. 
Various Acts of the Scottish Parliament 
were passed to regulate the use of barley 
for malting and distillation, especially in 
times when harvests were bad and ihere 
was a shortage of grain for food. The first 
excise on spirits was levied in 1644 at the 
rate of 2s8d Scots per Scots pint (about lp 
in modern currency on a third of an 
Imperial gallon). Since then successive 
governments have regarded the distilleries 
as a milch cow, if I may be excused for 
mixing metaphors, and by the late 
eighteenth century the whisky excise was a 
major source of revenue to the Exchequer, 
much to the indignation of the common 
people. It should be noted, however, that it 
was perfectly legal for a householder to 
operate his own still provided the whisky 
was consumed by his own family and not 
sold off the premises. In the 1760s alone 
home distillers are estimated to have 
produced 500,000 gallons a year-ten times 
the volume produced by the public 
distillers. A disastrous crop failure in 1757 
led to a ban on 'official' distilling for three 
years, and many of the great pioneer 
distilleries were forced out of business. 
Thereafter successive governments 
gradually brought whisky distilling under 
bureaucratic control, culminating in the 
Wash Act of 1784. One result of this Act 
was to close down the duty-free distilling of 
Forbes of Culloden, enjoyed by his family 
at Ferintosh since 1698-the 'Ferintosh 0 
sadly lost' whom Burns mourns in Scotch 
Drink. 

At the same time, however, the Wash 



Act greatly stimulated the output of the 
licensed distilleries which became the first 
manifestation of the Industrial Revolution 
in Scotland. James Stein's Kilbagie 
distillery, for example, had the earliest 
steam engine in Scotland, installed by 
Boulton and Watt to facilitate the produc
tion of 5,000 gallons of gin a day for the 
English market. It was Scottish encroach
ment on the English market which led to 
further legislation and a price war by 
English manufacturers, and thereafter the 
Scots were forced to concentrate more and 
more on their native brew. The Highland 
distilleries specialised in expensive, 
flavoursome whisky of a high quality and 
these gradually acquired a following 
among connoisseurs in the Lowlands and 
the South. The custom of referring to 
whiskies by their place of production was 
established by 1800. 

The subsequent history of whisky 
distillation is colourful and romantic, but 
often grim and turbulent as well. 
Throughout the narrative there are strong 
threads of the ongoing struggles of free 
enterprise against a rapacious Exchequer, 
of illicit distillers and smugglers versus the 
excisemen. The 'us and them' situation was 
sharply polarised at times and explains the 
almost schizophrenic vein in Burns, the 
excise officer, who could write: 

Thae curst horse-leeches o' th' Excise, 
Wha mak the whisky stells their prize! 

Despite the vicissitudes attending 

whisky, the industry finally triumphed, to 
become the country's major earner of hard 
currency in the aftermath of the Second 
World War. The product has achieved 
worldwide status as a drink of quality and 
character and is consumed on a scale 
unimaginable even in the 1940s. The 
increase in consumption of Scotch may 
have slowed down, in the face of competi
tion from vodka and Bacardi, and the 
threat of Oriental imitation, but the whisky 
distillers are now hitting back with a more 
aggressive advertising campaign designed 
to change the image of whisky. It is now 
hailed in Europe as a young people's drink, 
often forming the base for mixed drinks (a 
practice regarded by purists as rank 
heresy). 

This magnificent book has been written 
by two Scots well qualified for this 
undaunting task. Michael Moss has been 
the Archivist of the University of Glasgow 
since 1974, while John Hume lecture~ .at 
Strathclyde University on the history of 
technology and economic history and is 
also Director of the Scottish Industrial 
Archaeological Survey. The fruit of their 
joint labour is a labour of love indeed, 
sumptuous in production and lavish in 
illustration. Much of the credit for this 
must be given to the Bruichladdich 
Distillery which commissioned the work as 
part of the celebration of its centenary this 
year. 

J.A.M. 

Poetical Pot-pourri 
BIBLICAL BALLADS AND VERSES, by JAMES s. ADAM. The Claymore Press, Edinburgh. 
pp.48. £1.75. 

Lord Birsay has described this collection as 
'an offering in verse to be read and re-read 
... a very real contribution to the enliver
ing of Scottish language and literature.' 
James Adam, he says, shares with W. D. 
Cocker, the salt and tang of Doric expres
sion. The title of this volume is rather 

misleading, since only the first six poems 
can fairly be described as biblical in 
subject. Other poems are grouped under 
such headings as 'Clan' (dealing mainly 
with domestic and family matters), 
'Country' and 'Whigmaleerie', which 
covers a multitude of whimsicalities. The 
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poems in the Country section are parti
cularly apposite, in the present rather 
confused state of Scottish politics. The 
subjects-post Referendum, the Scots 
abroad and even the Gathering of the 
Clans-all reflect Mr. Adam's personal 
experience. A Dundonian by birth but with 
strong Aberdonian and Highland antece
dents, he has had a lifetime in journalism 
on both sides of the Border. On returning 
to Edinburgh in 1975 he was invited to 
organise the great Gathering of the Clans, 
the success of which owed much to his 
verve and encyclopaedic knowledge of 
Scotland. In 1978-79 he was largely 
involved in the International Gathering of 
the Clans in Nova Scotia and more recently 
has been vigorously involved as Executive 
Director of the Year of the Scot, 1981. 

His background and experience have put 
him in a unique position to bridge the two 
disparate cultures of our country-the 
Gaelic Highland and the Doric Lowland, 
and his more experimental poems fre
quently make use not only of the Lallans 
but of Scots Gaelic. Indeed, he has taken 
this Celtic element farther and inter
mingled lines in Irish and Welsh. 
Fortunately, for those without the benefit 
of these languages of the Garden of Eden, 
he has thoughtfully included a glossary. 

The biblical ballads, to my mind, are the 
most enduring contribution to this volume. 
Written mainly in Lowland Scots, they 
range from the humorous to the grim and 
implacable. Unlike Cocker, Adam has 
drawn his inspiration mainly from the New 
Testament but translated time and place 
and atmosphere to a Scotland that most of 

us will be familiar with. Thus Jesus, the 
son of Joseph the carpenter, becomes Joe 
the jiner's son and even, taking the Gaelic 
Mac an Tsaoir (son of the wright), as 
Macintyre. A few lines from 'The Woman 
Taken in Adultery' will serve to show how 
well James Adam has accomplished this 
transfer: 

Juist Joe the jiner's son an me 
were doon the cladach by the sea. 

A' fishin for the day was done, 
the boaties shoggin in the sun, 

. the watter saft cam gentle in, 
when dirdum skreighed wi eldritch 

din. 
A crood was gaithered up the glen, 

o swearin, roarin yellin men, 
wha pu 'd an pushed a lass aroon, 

they looked tae rin her oot the toon. 
She cast aboot, a freendless jaud, 

wi frichtit een like fleggit bawd, 
her face grew greyer than the stour 

as roars rang out, we'll stane the 
hoor. 

The terseness and economy of the Scot
tish dialect is admirably conveyed in this 
and other poems. In his introduction, Mr. 
Adam says, 'Having earned my living for 
many years as a scribbler in daily journa
lism and having had the privilege of 
working closely with colleagues who were 
inflamed with the poetic fire, I find it 
relaxing and enjoyable to try my hand at 
making verses of my own. I hope that there 
may be some readers who will find them 
entertaining and that the occasional idea or 
phrase may be deemed meritorious and 
even memorable.' 

J.A.M. 

A New View of Clarinda 
ON CLARIND~ IN BuRNs's POETRY, by Tosmo NAMBA. Tokyo, 1980. Bi-lingual text. 30pps. 

Professor Toshio Namba, Head of the Dept of 
English Literature, Kantoh Junior College, 
Lecturer at Nihon and Aoyamagakuin univer
sities, Japan, has done much to promote the 
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works of Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott. I 
have had the pleasure of assisting him with his 
Burns researches for many years and, as an 
orientalist, I regard his translations of Burns 



into Japanese as masterly. A a musician. 
Toshio Namba has an understanding of the 
musical background of Burns' songs and his 
translations lose little of the poet 's intentions 
and spirit. 

Toshio amba's latest paper may be trans
lated as 'On Clarinda in Burns's Poetry: Clarin
da's Influence on Burns chiefly in view of his 
poet ic works '. The whole is a monograph 
based on Toshio Namba's lectures and con
tains several translations in Japanese of 
Burns's 'Clarinda' poems. including: The ex
tempore reply ' When Dear Clarinda. match
less fair ' . lo her verse ' Had nothing else to do' : 
Burns's additional lines, 'For thee is laughing 
nature gay' , lo Clarinda's 'On Hearing a 
Blackbird Sing at the head of Bruntsfield 
Links ' : leading to the classic 'Ae fond kiss' . 

This is the first detailed paper on Clarinda in 
Japanese. and introduces biographical details 
of the Glasgow surgeon's daughter Agnes 
Craig (1759-1841) who married the 
debauched Glasgow law agent James 
Maclehose. Burns first met Agnes ('Clarinda ' 
was the name used by her in her subsequent 
correspondence with the poet as 'Sylvander'l 
at the house of Miss Erskine Nimmo on 4th 
December 1 7 8 7. They made verbal love by let
ter and polite conversation in public: but. 
there is no evidence to suggest that their rela
tionship was anything but Platonic. They 
parted ' never more lo meet in this world' , in 
1791 . 

The monograph is a fine addition to the ex
tant J11panese work on Burns. 

RAYMOND LAMONT-BROWN 

PERSONALITY PARADE 

Above: Joe T. Jenkins, Jr., President of the 
Robert Burns Society of Midlands, Columbia, 
South Carolina. 
Left: Members of the Scottish Society and Burns 
Club of Australia at the Burns Statue in The 
Domain, Sydney Australia, on 25th January 1981. 

GOOD TASTE 

A T a recent burglary in South Africa. a 
music centre was stolen. Out of the 

numerous tapes and records available only 
one was stolen-John Cairney's S101:i · of 
Roher! Bums. 
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COVINGTON MAINS CAIRN 
On Sunday the 23rd November 1980 Mr. T. N. Paterson. President of the Lanarkshire 
Association of Burns Clubs welcomed a large gathering of Members from various Burns Clubs 
who had gathered at Covington Mains for the dedication of the Cairn, which was unveiled by 
Mrs. Johnston, wife of the Farmer of Covington Mains. The principle speaker was Mr. Abe 
Train, Past President of the Burns Federation. The Service was conducted by the Rev. A. 
Cameron McKenzie of Biggar, and a wreath was laid by Mrs. M. Rennie, President of the Burns 
Federation. Piping for the occasion was Pipe Major John Barklay. This Cairn was built by the 
L.A.B.C. to commemorate the only known visit by the Poet to Upper Clydesdale. Lanarkshire, it 
was here he spent the night en route from Mauchline to Edinburgh. The site has been laid out 
with two small evergreen Conifers and six rose bushes, the gift of an anonymous donor, who we 
wish to thank. 

The Cairn was built by Mr. Tom Paterson and Mr. John Allen, assisted by other members of 
the Association. The Association is indebted to Mr. T. Johnston of Covington Mains Farm for 
the site on which the Cairn was built. 

A. A. Scott 

A Greeting-frae Paisley oan ae Jan war Nicht 

We cam, fraea'theairts, thisJanwar 
nicht. 

NORTH, by Marj'ry Bruce's cairn, an' 
Gallow hill, 

Doon the road frae Renfrew, roon 
Sneddon, richt 

Up Smithhills, tae yon Abbey's Close 
Whaur's biggit the Clark Toon Ha', man! 
Fu' blithe, nae blate, 
We tak' the gait-
Lest we be late 
Tae meet wi' oor cronies a', man! 

We cam' frae a' the airts, this Janwar 
nicht. 

SOUTH, by Thornly, Potter hill an' 
Stanely, 

Calside an' Causewayside, whaur Dunn 
Square's bricht, 

Past the Cross thro' Abbey's Close 
Tae dine in the Clark Toon Ha'. man! 
Haggis we 'II hae, 
An' Kebbuck tae. 
Wha'll daur say nae 
Tae ae dram--or, aiblins, twa', man! 

We cam' frae a' the airts, this Jan war 
nicht. 

EAST, in by Dykebar. roon by the 
Watermill, 

Tae Cotton Street oan the brig owre 
Hammill's micht, 

Then Gauze Street, intae Abbey's Close, 
Tae rant in the Clark Toon Ha', man! 
Wi' verses fine, 
Each stirrin' line 
Spaks o' lang syne 
An' tells o' Robin an' a', man! 

We cam' frae a' the airts, thisJanwar 
nicht. 

WEST, thro' the Broomlands, by the 
Coffin End, 

Roon by the High Kirk, affOakshaw's 
Heicht, 

Thro' the Cross, tae the Abbey's Close, 
We'll clash in the Clark Toon Ha', man! 
Wheens o' shaivers, 
Clishmaclavers, 
Muckle havers, 
Oor clamjamfry clacks awa', man! 

Tae freens in fremmit airts, this Janwar 
nicht, 

NORTH in frozen wastes. SOUTH in 
desert Ian's. 

sunset's licht, 
Faur frae the auld, grey Abbey's Close, 
An' firth o' the Clark Toon Ha'. man! 
This greeting gaes 
For healthfu' days. 
Sae jine in praise 
O' Scotland's Bard that's awa', man! 

T.G.II 
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PERSONALITY 
PARADE 
John Inglis 

John Inglis, Vice-President, Ayrshire Association of 
Burns clubs. Chairman of 1981 Conference Com
mittee. 

It is, perhaps not surprising that John Inglis is 
such an enthusiastic and knowledgeable Burnsian. 

Born in 1932 in New Cumnock, he was brought 
up on the banks of the River Afton and oft times 
·pa idled in the burn frae morning sun t ill d ine'. Rov
ing many a day among its lofty neighbouring hills, 
up Glen Afton and around the many places in the 
area associated with the Bard, he became a Burns 
addict at an early age. 

He was a coal miner prior to serving two years 
National Service in the Scots Guards--rnainly on 
the banks of the Suez Canal. On leaving the Army 
he joined the Police Force and having progressed 
through the ranks, is now a Detective Chief Inspec
tor in Strathclyde Police-based in Kilmarnock. 

His wife, Margaret, is a native of Irvine where 
they now reside. They recently celebrated their 
silver wedding and have two of a family- lain (22) 
and Elaine ( 18). 

John is a Director and Past-President ( 1977 /78) 
of Irvine Burns Club and Vice-President of the 
Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. He is a district 
representative from the Ayrshire Association to the 
Executive of the Burns Federation. He is in much 
demand in Ayrshire and further afield as a Burns 
speaker--particularly in proposing the Immortal 
Memory-and is a proficient exponent of the works 
of Robert Burns. 

John Inglis has captained the organising commit
tee for the 1981 Conference being held in Irvine and 
his own enthusiasm and drive have channeled the 
energies of a large committee smoothly through 
the rough waters that arise on these occasions. The 
success of the Committee· s efforts is due in no 
small measure to the personal efforts of John Inglis. 

The Rev . Dr. Thomas Saunders 

Few men have had such a versatile career as Dr. 
Saunders. the contribut0r of the article on Robert 
Burns and the De 'ii which appears elsewhere in this 
Chronicle . He has had not one but three dis
tinguished careers, as a clergyman, as a journalist 
and as a poet. Now resident in Winnipeg, he has 
held the positions of Chaplain to the Winnipeg 
Burns Club, Past Chaplain, Past President and 
Honorary President of the St. Andrew 's Society of 
Winnipeg, the oldest continuous Scottish society in 
western Canada. During the Second World War he 
served as a Chaplain in the Canadian Army and saw 
action in north-western Europe. 
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Mary Shearer 

Mrs. Mary Shearer has given many years of valua
ble service to the Burns movement in Dumfries and 
District. In this she was following the tradition of 
her family as Mary was introduced to the Burns 
scene, as a young teenager, by an Aunt, who was 
the second President of Dumfries Ladies Burns 
Club. Another Aunt was elected President of that 
Club in 1945 and Mary's sister held that position in 
1971. 

Mrs. Shearer has been on the committee of the 
Dumfries Ladies Club for 36 years and has acted as 
Secretary, Treasurer. Vice-president, President and 
even as accompanist. a great record of service. 

On a broader sphere she has been a member of 
the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association 
for 26 years, 11 years as Vice-president and 10 
years as a very active and efficient secretary, a post 
she still occupies. She is responsible for much of 
the work involved in the annual Memorial Service in 
St. Michael"s Church, the Brow Well commemora-
tive service and in acquiring 
Dumfriesshire Schools in the 
Literature Competition. 

prizes for the 
annual Burns 

A regular and enthusiastic attender at the Annual 
Conferences she never travels unaccompanied but 
leads a big party from her own club and looks after 
their interests. She is well qualified for that as she 
has attended 24 Conferences in this country and 
both overseas Conferences. In 1961 and 1973, 
when the Conferences were held in Dumfries Mary 
was Secretary of the local executive committee 
and did a great job of work there. She is still an 
energetic and enthusiastic supporter of all Burns 
activities in the South of Scotland and is already 
looking forward to the next Conference in Dumfries. 
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John W. Begg 

John Walter Begg was born 10th September 1906, 
Sydney N.S.W. Australia. qualified as a Solicitor. 
LLB. (Sydney University) and has been practising 
for over fifty years. 

He is a widower and has three married daughters 
all of whom have attended Burns Federation Con
ference meetings in Scotland. 

He is an Hon. President of Burns Federation and 
the Immediate Past President of the Scottish 
Society and Burns Club of Australia. This Society is 
a very active and successful Society here. 

He is a great, great. great grandson of John Begg 
who married Isabella Burns, the Poet's youngest 
sister and is therefore a great-great-great-grand
nephew of the Poet. 

Their grandson, John Begg (his great-grand
father), emigrated to Australia in 1841 with his wife 
Christina (Craig) and he died at Rye Park in New 
South Wales. 

It was a great privilege for Mr. Begg to be in
troduced to the Burns Federation by the late Tom 
Dalgleish and it was a great joy to stay with Tom 
and Meg Dalgleish in Scotland, to have had them 
stay at his home in Austraila and to have continued 
to keep in touch with Meg since Tom died. 



He was most appreciative of Dan Mclldowie for 
nominating him as Hon. President and enjoyed 
staying with Dan and his wife and having them stay 
with him. 

Others whose close friendship has greatly 
influenced him-The Hon. Secretary Jock Thomson 
and wife Peggie. George and Annie Vallance, Jane 
Burgoyne, Mrs. W. G. Stewart, Alan Stoddart, Law
rence Burness and many others overseas and, of 
course, the office-bearers and members of his own 
club. 

The impact of those high officers of the Federa
tion who came out to Australia to meetings and 
Burns Suppers has profoundly influenced the 
Societies there. 'Many of us have been to Scotland 
to meet you. We ask you to come out to us. You 
will be very welcome,' adds Mr. Begg . 

David White 

When David White joined Glasgow Masonic Burns 
Club, he harboured no ambition to become Presi 
dent of the Club. But David is a hard working fellow 
and his work for Glasgow Masonic did not pass un
noticed. As a result, he was elected President for 
Session 197&--77. 

Having relinquished the office of President, David 
then set about making sure that the word ' Past ' in 
his newly acquired title, did not become operative. 

In company with the late Joe Brankholm, he set 

about improving every aspect of Glasgow 
Masonic's Annual Draw. Originally, this draw was 
used only to provide prizes for the Annual 
Children's Verse Speaking Competition. Now, 
thanks mainly to David's efforts, a donation from 
the Draw proceedings can be given to the Jean Ar
mour Burns Houses. And this pleases the charity 
minded David. 

Not the best of singers, David never the less 
began, some years ago, to sing in his local. ·Pennies 
from Heaven· was the song and it brought in 
hundreds of pounds for charity. Again, the Houses 
at Mauchline benefited. 

David enjoys fishing and almost every week-end 
during the season, he will drive the hundred or so 
miles from Glasgow to Loch Awe. Trout are his 
target. He often related to his wife, Rita, how 
beautiful the countryside was, through which he 
passed. She once suggested he should walk to 
Loch Awe and really have a proper opportunity to 
view this lovely part of Scotland. 

David did that, during the Glasgow Fair of 
1978. A goodly supper and a bed at night, a 
'dram' to fortify him during the day. On that 
strict diet, David reached his destination four 
days later. The villagers of Dalavich, which 
stands on the banks of Loch Awe, met him two 
miles out. Almost the entire village turned out to 
welcome him. You see, David wasn't doing this 
just for fun. At the end of his 'walk' the intrepid 
David had raised £400 for Leucaemia Research 
for Children! 

In 1980, David decided it was time for another 
walk. This time, setting off in the wee sma' hours of 
31st May, our man covered the sixty-five miles 
round Loch Awe, almost non-stop. His ' sponsor
ship' netted £500 for Multiple Sclerosis. 

Not surprisingly, many people have asked David 
to walk for their favourite charity. However, Rita 
thinks that at fifty-eight, David 's walking should be 
confined to less ambitious distances. But, if the 
right appeal comes along, who knows .. . 

David White has obviously taken very much to 
heart, the words of our Poet-

' Each aid the others' 

Since the early seventies, David has been attending 
Conferences and was one of the back-room boys 
for the 1978 Conference in Glasgow. 

Next time you see him, you'll know why he com
mands such respect from his Glasgow Masonic col
leagues and indeed from all Federation members 
who really know him; he cares for those less fortu
nate than himself. That 's a rare attribute in today's 
world. 

G.A. 
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William Anderson Welsh 

Bard--Honorary Life Member- Past President 
Winnipeg Burns Club No. 197 

William Anderson Welsh was born on 20th July 
1886 in Larkhall, Lanarkshire, one of .seven children 
and a grandson of 'the Peebles-shire Cottar'. He 
served an apprenticeship as a carpenter and 
cabinet-maker, starting at four shillings per week. 
His poetic ability was inherited from his great 
grandfather. In 1910 he sailed for Canada and was 
employed as a journeyman carpenter/cabinet
maker. In the next year his future wife came to 
Winnipeg and they married in September 1911. This 
happy union continued until Mrs. Welsh passed 
away in 1965. She was one of the first ladies to be 
granted admission to the Winnipeg Burns Club 
about 1945. Elizabeth Grey Paton (not related to 
Burns ' Betty Paton) was born in Galston, Ayrshire. 

During the First World War Bill was transferred 
from the Naval Reserve, on arrival in Scotland, by 
Admiralty orders, to work in the shipyards at 
Rosyth. After the war passage for him and his wife 
was arranged by Canada House, London. 

About 1945 Bill became active in the Winnipeg 
Burns Club. He served in various offices and still fills 
the respected post of Bard. During a rather brief 
friendship with Mr. Welsh, from 1974, I have grown 
to respect him a great deal for his old-world courtly 
manners, personal reserve and placid demeanour. 
One of his habits, to me, seems charming. He al
ways refers to married ladies as 'Mistress". Coming 
from him it conveys to me that the ladies are held in 
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his highest esteem, free from the degrading manner 
in which this term is used here and more fitting than 
the corruption ·Missus·. 

We salute William A. Welsh as a talented fellow 
Burnsian, well skilled in Burns· work and an orna
ment to the Craft of Masonry, gentleman in the 
classic mould and worthy of great admiration and 
respect. 

He has considerable musical talent and handles 
the violin rather well. He was active in vocal musical 
circles and was a member of the choir of 
Westminster Church for many years. He has often 
joined with others of the Burns Club to provide en
joyable entertainment. 

John Smith 

There is a ·larger than life· quality about John 
Smith, whose bluff, jovial personality enriches so 
many Burns gatherings in Central Scotland. A 
kenspeckle figure at the annual Conferences, John 
owes his life-long interest in Burns to the late Fred 
Belford who made a lasting impression on his young 



pupil at a very early age. The pupil - teacher relation 
ship deepened into a friendship which was termi
nated only by Fred 's death in 1979. John is cur
rently President of United Glass Jolly Beggars of 
Alloa and is Past Chairman of Coventry Jolly Beg
gars and a Life Member of the Coventry Tam o' 
Shanter Burns Club. He has travelled widely in the 
course of his Burns activities and had the honour of 
being elected the first Honorary Life Member of the 
Robert Burns Society of Annapolis, Maryland. He is 
also a pillar of the Coalsnaughton Club and an inci 
dent during the building of the club 's extension in 
spired him to verse. As the first soil was turned. out 
ran a fieldmouse and its family--surely a powerful 
omen to all Burns lovers: 

Oar Rab wrote the Moose an epistle. 
Twa centuries hae gane since that day. 
But this mornin we worked wi a whustle, 
As we moved in tae .dig up the clay. 
As the shivel dug intae the soil . 
It bit through a wee moose · s nest. 
A nest that cost hours o · toil, 
Maybe days a· hard work without rest. 
Noa we 've turned him oat, he's evicted, 
A' for the sake o' yon bar. 
But we'll maybe no stand sae convicted 
For it 's a' for Burns ' glorious star. 

Archie McArthur 

Anyone who attended the 1978 Conference in 
Glasgow will know Archie McArthur. It was he who 
acted as Accommodation Secretary and also took 
charge of Stewarding for that week-end. 

Born in Kinning Park, Govan, in 1919, Archie has 
never been one to seek the enjoyment of an idle 
moment. At thirteen years of age he was hiking 
around Scotland. A year later he left school and 
began working, first on a milk round, then as a 
butcher 's boy, before commencing an apprentice
ship as a Scientific Instrument Maker. 

On completion of his apprenticeship, Archie mar
ried his ' lovely Nancy'. Then it was war- not with 
Nancy, but with Hitler- and Archie joined the Royal 
Navy, as a P.O. Electrical Artificer. 

After war service, Archie continued on his busy 
way of life. He set up a welfare organisation with 
one firm, left there to join Rolls Royce and was a 
prime mover in the establishment of their Social 
Club in Hillington. Next step saw Archie become a 
Trustee of the Rolls Royce Pension Fund, until his 
early retirement in 1980. 

If one considers all this, and adds Archie · s deep 
involvement in numerous Masonic Orders, one is 
forced to pose the question. ' How does the man 
find time for Federation work, too? ' 

Archie ' s interest in Robert Burns was stimulated 
by one of his school teachers, Mr. Turnbull. By 
strange coincidence, it was Archie ' s friend , George 
Turnbull. who introduced him to Glasgow Masonic 
Burns Club. (Indeed, these two ·bosom cronies ' 
used to give an excellent rendering of the 'Twa 
Dogs '). 

Archie joined G.M.B.C. in 1966 and five short 
years later he was President of the Club. The zenith 
of his highly successful term of office was the 
Club's Annual Dinner. Not only for the first time in 
the Club 's history did it have a lady proposer of the 
Immortal Memory- that lady was none other than 
Jane Burgoyne 1 Archie is now Treasurer of the 
Club. 

With the passage of a few more years, the ubi 
quitous Archie was representing G.M.B.C. on the 
Executive of the Glasgow and District Burns 
Association. The Association members were quick 
to appreciate Archie 's talents and the fact that by 
speaking at Suppers and Dinners. he was raising 
hundreds of pounds for the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses in Mauchline. This. added to his tireless in
dustry for the 1978 Conference. convinced his col
leagues that he was the man who should be ap
pointed Junior Vice President of the Association in 
1979 .. . and also to appoint him as one of their two 
representatives to the Federation Executive. 
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W. Campbell Heselwood 

At the May 1981 Annual General Meeting of the 
Caledonian Society of Sheffield, Mr. W. 
Campbell Heselwood relinquished the office of 
Honorary Secretary and was succeeded by Mr. 
Richard A . Coghill. 

Mr. Heselwood joined the Society in 1934, 
became a member of its Council after world-war 
II, then Hon. Assistant Secretary 1947-50 (when 
the late Wm. Gregor Macgregor was its well
known Hon. Secretary) and Hon. Secretary 
1950-59. Later he was Vice-President 1963-64, 
President 1964-65, and again Hon. Secretary 
1976-81. In the years 1946 to 1980 he attended 
some sixteen annual conferences of the Burns 
Federation and was its Conference Secretary in 
1954, the first occasion on which the Federation 
Conference was held in Sheffield. He treasures a 
copy of 'A Scots anthology from the 13th to the 
20th century' in which is inscribed 'To Mr. W. 
Campbell Heselwood as a token of appreciation 
by the Delegates to the Burns Conference, 
Sheffield, September 1954' . It is signed by the 
then outgoing President Dr. John. W. Oliver (a 
co-author of the anthology), the incoming 
President Mr. A. Wilson Boyle, and the Hon. 
Secretary Mr. William Black. 

In all this Mr. Heselwood has been well 
supported by his wife Isobel who became well
known at Federation meetings and who died in 
1973; and more recently by Rene whom he married 
four years later. He will certainly be continuing 
his interests in the Caledonian Society of 
Sheffield. 
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Donald M. Paton 

One of the highlights of the 1981 annual dinner of 
Perth Burns Club was a masterful re- incarnation of 
' Holy Willie ' by honorary president Donald M. Paton 
who, suitably costumed in period night attire, ex
posed every flawed facet of the famous 'Prayer '. 

Perth Burns Club was instituted in 1873 but went 
into abeyance at the outbreak of the Second World 
War. The club was ' re-born ' in 1977 and Donald M. 
Paton was rewarded for his efforts in this connec
tion by being appointed president for the following 
two years. He was made an honorary president in 
1980 and in 1981 was appointed president of the 
Tayside Regional Area of Burns Clubs. 

Well known as a leading authority on the works 
of the Bard, he has proposed the Immortal Memory 
on many occasions throughout Scotland and also in 
the Middle East whilst serving with the RAF. dur
ing the war. 

Donald M. Paton is equally well known as a Scot
tish playwright and he has had ten three-act and 
over a dozen one-act plays published and per
formed. 



KITTLE KA TTLE 
by G. K. Murray 

'N !VER lippen till an Ayrshire bul' said 
Rothnie. 'There's nae the dairyin chiel 

or cattleman bit hes hed some mishanter over 
the heids o thon rascals, joukin post or no, and 
ye maun keep a stout palin in sicht, gye and 
handy. Hielanders, nou, towzie wild like cra
turs wi their muckle horns--spylin for a 
fecht ?-Fient a fears, mair affen nor nae the 
hielander is quaet's a lamb. Yer Angus black, 
he's short i the trot, easy raised, bit ye 'II see 
him comin. Nae lik yer Ayrshire for like as no 
he'll turn his back on ye, scouking and 
scungin about amon the herd, watchin out o a 
corner o's ee, birss risin, humphy backit. Neist 
thing he's roun and making for ye at a rate o 
nae allouance. Tyaach ! ', Rothnie shew his 
scunner in the mainner o his kind and a but
tercup hed an aff-haun noddin acquantancy 
booin its Jang stem, behauden like, greeable. 

'Tak our youngest loon' said the Grieve 
· Airchie deived on at his mither till he got a 
tooteroo. Somebody bed caa'd fit in's drum
mie. The souns o thon tooteroo wes nae tae be 
tholded by the Ayrshire for atween the pair o 
them the din wid riled a saunt. The bul ranted 
up and doun the parks rairing and blairin till 
the bairn tired o his playick. 

'I maun tell ye o the day last Simmer I cam 
on a fisher streikit out on's back doun at the 
W atterside. His roddie, the lad hed cockit over 
a steen and wes haein a bit snooze till himsel. 
Ye'll ken thon strong air, the smaa flichterin 
souns, the dronins, the lib-lab, lib-lab o the 
watter amo the seggs. Our fisher wes wee! 
awa wi'it fin fa shoud come out o the allers on 
the far bank bit a heavy Ayrshire bul. He hed 
twiggit the ferlie and in nae time wes up 
hocherin and snocherin het breath ower the 
fisher's vera face, trying tae mak out. nae dout, 
gin the objeck wes worth a taigle or jist plain 
deid ... bit nae for lang for the Ayrshire wid 
been as like tae tramp the fisher tae find out. 

Nor needs we dwall on fit flichts o fancy or 
warm tropical glaffs wid be rinnin, lik wildfire 
throwe the chiel 's noddle for in a handclap he 
wes out aneth the bul 's feet and up till 's neck 
in the watter ... Wi somethin het tae line his 
stammack we got the chiel stoppit his shakkin 
at Jang length, bit gyang near the watterside 
again tae collect his gear, he widna'. 

I'm as wee! acquant wi the wyes o cattle 
beas's as the neist een. Hauf a hunner chairgin 
stirks I hae halted in their tracks wi a coarse 
glower and a wag o my stick. Thon bairn-like 
craturs are bit curious and on for ony ploy or 
ferlie fae a butterflee or a bumbee till a human 
body. My wark led me eence tae the lookin 
ower o some roch inby grund. My car I left at 
the tap fance peying smaa heed tae a bourich o 
kye doun by the steadi. I hed nae mind o them 
till I got a flegg tae find mysel unco close to 
them hauf hidden in the Jang girss and nae 
wyes o tellin gin maybe a bul wes there as 
wee!. I spied a division fence stickin out o the 
bracken and made for that at the same time as 
a muckle fit Ayrshire bul steid up and cam for 
me at a quick trot. 

Nae dout the bul kent brawly the dowie 
state of thon dividin fence, the stabs a rotten 
patch steekit thegither on rushty wire as he 
made tae cut me aff fae the hill fence. In that 
lifetime I can mind starin at the antics o twa 
bricht blue dancing mochs. I kent syne a pri
mordial fear as I tore mysel out o the dwaam 
and made a rin for't--or maybe the hill fence 
cam tae meet me as I cowpit heelstergowdie 
tae the ither side ... 

I sat for a fyle rubbin my hackit shins bit I 
beed tae get on wi the wark o markin plantable 
and species. Oh aye, I heard the rairin that 
gaed on aa day bit thocht little aneuch o 't till I 
turned for hame tae find our cankered friend 
wytin by the car. scorin lang scores. on nae 
social visit. 
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Naethin else for't l took the lang roun-about 
wye followin the mairch back tae the fairm, 
feelin gye silly standin there afore the lassie 
that cam tae the door. Fair tickled she wes wi 
the hale affair as we drave back in her Land 
Rover. The bul or this time wes bleezin wi 
rage and it took hard dunts wi the bonnet tae 
gar him shift and him foamin at the mou and 

like tae chairge the Land Rover. He hytered 
and wes like tae faa. l saa my chance, nippit 
out and intae the car. That bold billie con
voyed us aa the wye back in grand bairgin 
style, match and mair for ony brass band 
heavies, bit aa the lassie said wes 'Ach away 
ye gype. Ye shoud be wi the heifers ye great 
gowk 1' 

Presentation of the Bannerette by Gordon Stewart, President of Dundonald Burns Club, to 
Fraser Mcintyre, President of Mauchline Burns Club. 
Picture (Left to Right) Ian Lyell, the Mauchline Secretary, Andrew Douglas, Vice- President, 
Dundonald, Gordon Stewart, Fraser Mcintyre, Bill Johnston, Dundonald 's Honorary President, 
Gavin Clelland, Mauchline and Bobby Kirk, Dundonald Secretary. 

A Bannerette from a Burns Club 

FOOTBALL Clubs sometimes have them, Rotary Clubs always have them but so far Burns 
Clubs haven 't featured them among their many activities. Claiming to be the first. 

Dundonald Burns Club have now made a limited distribution to Clubs they are closely associated 
with ; namely, Irvine Burns Club, Mauchline Burns Club and Irvine Valley Burns Club. 

Of pleasing appearance, the bannerette bears the legend, ' Dundonald Burns Club. Ayrshire. 
Scotland, Burns Federation o. 370' . The design was entrusted to a Past President George 
Dawes who took as his theme a local scene set against a background of a silhouette of the Bard. 

In addition to the Clubs already mentioned the bannerette now hangs proudly in the Castle 
Hotel , Dundonald and the Halfway Hotel , Symington, two establishments which have 
contributed largely to the Club 's success. Future presentations will include individuals who have 
played a major part in the Club's activities. 

Robert Kirk 
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MAUCHLINE BURNS CLUB-WITHIN 
AND WITHOUT 

By D. I. LYEl.1. 

I T is an honour and a responsibility to be a 
member of the Burns Club in Mauchline. 

With the village being a most important, if not 
the most important period in the poet's life, the 
club has a most exacting duty in fulfilling its 
obligations, and Mauchline Burns Club does 
just that. 

It is by no means a dormant membership-
waking up for a Supper on 25th January and 
going back to rest the following day. 
Fortnightly meetings are held in the Loudoun 
Arms Hotel. The constitution states that the 
objects of the Club shall be: 'The Study of the 
Life and Works of Robert Burns; the study of 
Scottish life and character; the study of Scot
tish Literature, Art, and Music'. This, in fact, 
is what the syllabus reflects. 

During the past session, visiting speakers 
have told of 'Life in a Lighthouse', 'History of 
the Eglinton Iron Company'; 'The Highland 
Clearances'; Lord Ross of Marnock looking 
back on his political career; and 'Ayrshire 
Regiments'. 

These topics were dealt with by visiting 
speakers. but the Club is fortunate in having a 
fund of members willing and able to under
take lectures themselves. Such speakers dealt 
with the problem of Ireland; Minor Scottish 
Poets; Burns the Songwriter; and four Scots in 
a boat. With such a varied range of subjects 
our fifty-strong membership is sure to firtd 
something of value. 

The Club's other activities are equally 
diverse in their promotion of Burns interest in 
Mauchline. Recently it purchased for the 

Burns House Museum a fichu belonging to the 
Bonnie Lass of Ballochmyle. The Club will 
also pay for the kerchief's restoration and ap
propriate display. At present it is on exhibition 
temporarily until the Edinburgh specialists 
can undertake the exacting work of renewal. 

Into the same Museum, the Club has placed 
information on Burns in Mauchline. This has 
been translated into several languages, with 
the subsequent demand requiring a second 
printing. Also available are notes on the Burns 
contemporaries buried in the Kirkyard. 

To the cemetery itself, the Club, some time 
ago, donated markers for those graves with a 
Burns connection. Of course, over the years 
these required renewal and now, thanks to the 
Club's work and the Scottish Tourist Board's 
financing, the markers have been restored 
with a new, modern plan of the Kirkyard 
mounted on the Kirk wall. 

Although the Club does not meet during the 
summer. a special evening is being held when 
members will act as hosts to members of the 
conference of Scottish Literary Studies
Dutch and Scandinavians among them. After 
a tour of the Burns sites and a traditional meal. 
the visitors will be entertained by a dramatised 
anthology of Burns in Mauchline. a pro
gramme which it is hoped to repeat to other 
audiences during the session. 

Recently T.V. companies, radio producers. 
and even whiskey distillers have made use of 
the Club's services-all to the credit of the 
Mauchline Burns Club and the Poet. 
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Irvine Lasses Burns Club 

T HE Irvine Lasses Burns Club felt that the 
occasion of their St. Andrew's Night 

Supper which was held in 'Wellwood' on the 
4th December 1980 was a particularly ap
propriate time to confer on Anne Gaw, 
Founder President, and Rosalind Keyte, 
Founder Secretary, Honorary Life Member-

FOR ANNE AND ROSALIND 

Let me take you back to seventy-four-
Nae lassie like me ever wearied more 
To join a Burns Club was my aim 
And I kent ither lasses felt the same. 
But where to go, that was the rub 
I wished someone would form--a Lasses 

Burns Club. 
Seemingly Rosalind Keyte felt this way 

an' a' 
And so she confided this tae Anne Gaw. 
Says Anne, 'Why no'? I think we'll try 

it, 
Dae ye think ither lasses would maybe 

buy it?' 
They talked the whole thing o'er and 

o'er 
They liked the idea more and more 
Says Anne, 'We'll telephone the papers 
And I think it'll gie some men the 

vapours.' 
And so the idea grew and grew 
And was avidly read by me and you. 

Left, Mrs. Rosalind Keyte. Centre, President 
Mae McEwan. Right, Anne Gaw. 

ship of the Club. It had been felt that for some 
time this honour was due to the two lasses 
who conceived the idea of and then proceeded 
to found the Irvine Lasses. The enclosed 
verses, by the President, Mae McEwan said it 
all. 

We appeared that first night from far 
and near 

To found this Club we all hold dear. 
We've watched it prosper, watched it 

grow 
But without Ros and Anne, it would not 

be so. 
I know they never try to hide 
Their utter joy, their utmost pride 
They're more pleased with every day 

that passes 
That they're the two who formed the 

lasses 
And to show we're grateful to these two 
We'd thought tonight we'd pay a tribute 

true 
We want them always to remember 
The night they became joint first 

Honorary Member 
I'm glad I'm President tonight 
For it's my pleasure--and my delight 
To ask Ros and Anne to take the floor 
For we are the Club--you two are the 

core. 

St. Giles Cathedral-Robert Burns Memorial 

AT the Annual General Meeting of the 
Robert Burns Society of Annapolis, 

President Jim McPherson rafiled a bottle of 
whisky the proceeds of which were to go 
towards the Memorial Appeal. This realised 
l 00 dollars. Member Hal Townend im
mediately moved that, rather than send such a 

sum, the Annapolis Club should aim to send 
986 dollars. They were no. 986 on the Federa
tion roll and this ought to be the target to aim 
for. 

A most laudable aim but one which the 
Hon. Treasurer of the Federation did not tell to 
his parent club--Kilmarnock No. 0. 
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YOUNG BURNSIANS 

The Burns Federation Schools Competitions 
By James Glass 

0 NE vitally important aim of the Burns 
Federation is the promotion and en

couragement of the study of Scottish literature 
and music in schools, and for many years the 
Federation has striven to achieve this through 
the medium of the annual Schools Competi
tions. 

The Education Committees of the Scottish 
Regions have made a significant contribution 
to the success of the competitions through 
their generous co-operation in the task of ad
ministration. The Federation is deeply ap
preciative too of the fine anc! rewarding work 
carried out by enthusiastic Head Teachers and 
members of Staff. 

Schedules giving details of the competitions 
are despatched in early September to Directors 
of Education and Divisional Education 
Officers for issue to the schools in their respec
tive areas. Schools wishing to participate, over 
seven hundred this year, return their com
pleted forms to the Education Department for 
onward transmission to the Hon. Secretary for 
Schools Competitions. After processing is 
completed individual packages are made up 
containing the requirements for each school. 
These are then grouped according to Region 
and Division and posted to Departments of 
Education for distribution. 

Scollish Literature Competition 
The Scottish Literature Competition is ar
ranged in the following sections: 

{ 

Primary-for pupils in 
classes Primary 3 to Primary 7 

Recitation Secondary-lst to 3rd Years: 
4th to 6th Years 
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Written 
Work {

Primary 7 
Secondary-ls! to 3rd Years; 
4th to 6th Years 

In the Recitation section the competition 
pieces are selected by the class teacher from 
the following: 

Primary 

A Scots Kist (Oliver and 
Boyd) 
School Edition of Bairnsangs 
by Sandy Thomas Ross 
Poems & Songs of Robert 
Burns-any suitable edition 

{ 

A Scots Kist (Oliver and 
Boyd) 

Secondary Poems & Songs of Robert 
Burns-any standard edition 

In Session 1981 /82 a newly pablished 
anthology will be added viz. A Scots Handsel 
by J. K. Annand (Oliver and Boyd) 

In the written section of the Scottish 
Literature competition test papers are set for 
the various groups on prepared selections 
from the anthologies listed above. 

Schools are entirely responsible for the 
marking and grading of the examination 
scripts of their own pupils. 

In Session 1981 /82 it is also proposed to 
offer a new section based on project work on 
Robert Burns, and it is hoped that this will 
prove attractive and stimulate the pupils to 
engage in individual research. 

Burns Song Competition 
Primary: Classes Primary 4 to Primary 7 
Secondary: lst to 3rd Years: 4th to 6th Years 

The choice of songs is left to the profes
sional judgment of the teacher responsible, 



and there are eparate sections for boys and 
girls . 

Accompa11yi11g 
Any appropriate musical instrument may be 
employed, and the winner will be the pupil in 
each group who is considered to be the best 
accompanist to any pupil taking part in the 
competition. 

Scollish Music 
This is an instrumental section and the choice 
of instrument is left to the individual. The 
range in recent years has included the piano. 
violin. 'cello. recorder. euphonium. trumpet 
and accordion . 

The competitor who is judged to be the 
most proficient in playing a Burns tune will be 

the winner. different instruments being placed 
in separate categories. 

Awards 
Certificates of Merit in various colours are 
awarded to the best pupils in the different 
classes and groups. There is no inter-class or 
inter-school competition. and the organisation 
and method of adjudication are left completely 
in the hands of the individual schools. 

A number of Burns Clubs and Associations 
of Burns Clubs also provide book prizes for 
presentation to the winners of the Schools 
Competitions in their particular districts and 
this practice is to be commended. It serves not 
only as an additional incentive to the pupils 
but also forms a valuable bond between 
School Staffs and Burns Club members. 

Some idea of the scope of the Schools Competitions may be gained from the number of 
Certificates awarded annually. 
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Leith Academy Burns Club 
by Robert Ward 

FOR the past two years Leith Academy has 
had a very active Burns Club. This Club 

is run by the pupils. and is one of the most 
popular clubs in the school. The Club is a pro
perly organised one. having its own member
ship card. its own chairman and its own secre
tary. I ts constitution requires it to hold its 
AGM at the beginning of each school session. 
and at this meeting its office bearers are 
elected. The posts of chairman and secretary 
are filled by pupils. and the post of treasurer is 
the on ly one reserved for a member of staff. 
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The ai m of the Club is 'To develop an unders
tanding of Burns by studying his works and 
following the Burns Heritage Trail' . The Club 
meets once a week during term. 

The Club's activities are influenced by the 
seasons. In the Autumn. the members take 
day-trips, using the school minibus. to places 
connected with the Burns story. In the Winter. 
the members prepare for the Burns Federation 
competition. By Spring. the Club members are 
out and about again. using the school minibus 
on Sundays to continue their travels along the 



Burns Heritage Trail. The Summer is the high
point in the Club's year. In the second week of 
June the Club members take off for a school 
week to Ayrshire to participate in the Burns 
Festival. 

So far the Leith Academy Burns Club mem
bers have visited almost every place in Scot
land that has any connection with the Burns 
story. Last September the Club spent a week in 
Angus, visiting Glenbervie, whence Burns' 
father came; Montrose, where one of Burns' 
relatives became Provost and whose house is 
still standing; and, finally, Dunnottar Castle, 
the home of Burns' grandfather's landlord, the 
tenth Earl Marischal. 

Day-trips have included visits to the 'auld 
clay biggin' where Burns was born, Kirk Allo
way and the auld brig across the Doon. Mem
bers have also visited Dunoon to see, among 
other things, the statue of Burns' Highland 
Mary. The house where Burns lodged in lr-

vine while learning nax dressing has also had 
a visit from the Leith Academy Burns Club. 
Tarbolton, Mauchline, Kirkoswald, Ayr, Ellis
land and Dumfries have all been visited. 

At each place the Club has visited the mem
bers have been impressed with the caretakers' 
knowledge of Burns and his times. On several 
occasions we have been invited to adult Burns 
Club meetings. So far we have taken up only 
one offer: we spent an evening last December 
with the Edinburgh Burns Club. 

We would recommend such a club to all 
Scottish schools. We are sure that any school 
with a minibus and a Burns enthusiast on the 
staff could experience a similar success to that 
of Leith. Leith Academy Burns Club would 
welcome any enquiries from schools any
where that would like to start up a Burns 
Club. Who knows, maybe one day we'll have 
a Schools Burns Club Federation. 

A 'Star' for Glasgow Schools 

I T has ever been the aim of the Burns 
Federation to encourage the reading and 

singing of the works of Robert Burns, and we 
Burnsians have often justifiably criticised the 
lack of emphasis put into the teaching of Scot
tish history and culture in our schools. It was 
therefore, a pleasant surprise to me when I 
had the privilege of attending two school 
Burns suppers on the one day. In the after
noon of Friday 23rd January I attended the 
Milton Bank Primary school in the north of 
Glasgow and was inspired by the enthusiasm 
of the 7-10 year old boys and girls lustily sing
ing the songs of the Bard and reciting parts of 
the Cotters Saturday Night, to a daisy-to a 
mouse and many other pieces. Here was 
dedication on the part of Miss Burrell, the 
headmistress and her staff. who for some years 
now have organised these childrens Burns 
suppers and have attracted teachers and 
children from neighbouring schools to partici
pate. 

At this dinner no fewer than seven head 
teachers from other schools attended and 1 am 
sure all Burnsians will applaud the success of 

the Milton Bank Primary school and hope that 
the other head teachers will follow their fine 
example. 

In the evening 1 had the honour of propos
ing the 'Immortal Memory', at Blantyre High 
School Burns supper which was very compe
tently chaired by sixth former Jim Hall. Here 
was a feast of the Bard's works, chaired and 
performed by the youth of Blantyre High. 
Tam o' Shanter recited beautifully by fourth 
former Petra McDonald--exquisite singing by 
Rhona Mclntyre--and with pipers, dancers. 
nautists. fiddlers and all those other things 
which contribute to the pleasure of a Burns 
night. These teenage children performed their 
parts with credit to themselves and to their 
parents and teachers. 

The Head teacher Mr. Moncrief and deputy 
Head teacher George Bradford by their zeal 
and dedication are keeping the culture of Scot
land alive and to '.\1iss Burrell and to Mr. 
'.\1oncrief and Mr. Bradford the mark of our 
approval--a gold star. 

Archie McArthur 
J.V.P. Glasgow District B.A. 

37 



Burns Federation Art Competition-1981 
Subject 
Primary Schools: 'A Thrilling Rescue' or 
'The Flower Show' 
Secondary Schools: A scene from 'The Twa 

Dogs' or 'The Brigs of 
Ayr' 

OR a book-jacket 
design for a new 
anthology of Modern 
Scots Poetry 

The standard of the work submitted for the 
1981 Art Competition was commendably 
high, displaying originality of treatment and 
artistic skill, and some exceptional entries 
received from particularly gifted pupils in the 
Secondary Department were most attractive. 

The total number of competitors in the Pri
mary Section was 708 (from 40 Schools) and 
in the Secondary Section 52 (from 3 Schools). 

Several letters from Primary schools com
mented on the pleasure the children had 
derived from the exercise, and the Head 
Teacher of Lhanbryde Primary School in 
Morayshire wrote to say his pupils had been 
most enthusiastic as he had just mounted a 
project on the brilliant helicopter sea rescue by 
R.A.F. Lossiemouth. The pupils had been pri
vileged and understandably thrilled on being 
given the opportunity to visit the station to 
view the Sea King involved and meet the 
heroic rescue team. 

Prize- Winners 
lst Vanda Suddaby 

2nd Nicholas Kelly 

Primary Schools 
Moffat Academy, 
Moffat, Dumfries
shire 
Crieff Primary 
School, Crieff, 
Perthshire 

Jrd Alexander Shank- Ballantrae Primary 
land School, Girvan 

4th Diane Marshall O'Neil Corse Prim-

5th Ewan Reid 
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ary School, Craigie
var, Alford, Aber
deenshire 
Port Ellen Primary 
School, Isle of Islay, 
Argyll 

Commended 
Sam Brownlee Hill Primary Set 

Blairgowrie, 
Perthshire 

Julie Farquharson St. Gerardine Pri 

David Main 

Fiona Millar 

Fiona Webster 

Prize- Winners 
Schools 
lst Judith Anna 

ary School, Lossi 
mouth 
St. Gerardine Pri1 
ary School, Lossi 
mouth 
Moffat Academy, 
Moffat, Dumfries 
shire 
Dean Park Prim 
School, Balerno 

Secondary 

Dumbarton/Her-
Spence mitage Academy, 

Dumbarton 
2nd Jonathan Brentnall Dumbarton 

Academy, Dumt 
ton 

Jrd Carole Stewart Dumbarton 
Academy, Dumt 
ton 

4th Fenella Mackenzie Dumbarton 
Academy, Dumt 

5th Joan Nisbet 

Commended 
Jane Cameron 

Fiona Gunn 

ton 
Dumbarton 
Academy, Dumt 
ton 

Dumbarton 
Academy, Dumb 
ton 
Dumbarton 
Academy, Dumb 
ton 

Andrea Macqueen Prestwick Acaden 
Prestwick, Ayrshir 

Susan Rodger Dumbarton 
Academy, Dumb 
ton 



Children's Competitions in Fife 

T HE first of the competitions for local 
children, organised by Bowhill People's 

Burns Club, took place in Lochgelly Centre 
Theatre. Although there was a number of 
missing entrants, due to illness, etc., the event 
was nevertheless a resounding success, with 
quite a number of parents and teachers pre
sent. 

As well as the four sections which took 
place last year, the organisers introduced two 
new ones-an essay on 'Burns' love of nature ' 
for which they received 26 entrants, and a Pre
vious Prize-winners Competition, enabling 
winners to enter until they reach the age of 16. 
A medal was donated for this section by Mr. 
Abe Train, Past-President of the Burns Federa
tion , who was Saturday's adjudicator in the 
song section. 

The adjudicator for the recitations was Mr. 
Bob Cleland, Lanarkshire 's representative on 
the Federation Executive. The essays were 
judged by Mr. Wilf Alsopp. a member of the 
People's Burns Club. In their remarks. the ad
judicators complimented the children on the 
high standard they had achieved and on the 
variety of poems and songs performed. 

The prize-winners were as follows:-7-10 
years-Song: I Karen McMillan: 2 Evelyn 
Colquhoun: 3 Ai Isa McKinlay. Verse: 1 
Lynne Glasgow; 2 Lynne Stewart : 3 Fiona 
Delaney. 

I 0-1 2 years-Song: I Michael Clark: 2 
Stuart Arnott: 3 Sharon Mair. Verse: 1 Linsey 
Currie: 2 Donna Whyte : 3 Pauline McAleese. 

The winners of the essay section were : I 
Alison Crawford: 2 Colin Clunie. 

Messrs. Bob Cleland and Abe Train with competitors at Lochgelly Centre Theatre. 
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The Previous Prize-winners' section was of 
an exceptionally high standard with four of 
the six entrants performing different works 
from their choices in their own age groups. 
After much deliberation, the medal was 
awarded to Lynne Glasgow for her rendering 
of 'Willie Wastle '. 

The prizes were presented by Mr. Hugh 
Docherty, President of the People's Burns 
Club, who closed the event by thanking the 
Centre management and staff for the use of the 
facilities, and the head-teachers and staff of the 
local schools for their co-operation and help in 
organising the competition. 

The Club's competition for Cardenden and 
Kinglassie children took place in Bowhill In
stitute the following week. 

Club president, Mr. H. Docherty, welcomed 
the participants, parents and teachers, and in
troduced the adjudicators for the event-Song, 
Mr. David Arthur and Verse, Mr. Charles 

Kennedy, both members of the Bowhill Club. 
In their summing-up, the adjudicators 

remarked on how much they had enjoyed the 
children's choices and hoped that as this was 
the first competition which most of them had 
entered, they would see them all again next 
year. 

The prizes were presented by Mr. Norman 
Watters, vice-president of the Burns Club. 

The prize-winners were:-9-10 years
Verse: 1 Fiona Garvie; 2 Sean Downie; 3 
Alan Wilson. Song: I John Carlin; 2 Denise 
Barclay; 3 Carol Glover; 4 Graham Arnott. 
Certificates were also presented to Debbie 
Swan and Wendy Small. 

I 1-1 2 years-Verse: I Jamie Lawrie; 2 
Thomas Brannon. Song: I John Brown; 2 
Anne Simpson; 3 Margaret Hodge. Cer
tificates were presented to Lucy Maxwell and 
Laura Fotheringham. 

GLEBE PRIMARY SCHOOL, IRVINE 
Last year at the Burns season I read the 

poem 'Tam o' Shanter' to my class of ten year 
olds and from it we based Art and English 
lessons. 

Apart from retelling the story I asked the 
children to write a modern newspaper report 
which would have appeared if Tam had lived 
today. 

i found the results most amusing and in
clude some which you might consider for 
publication in the chronicle. 

Margaret Cook 
(President Irvine Lasses B.C.) 

Ayr Farmer's Narrow Escape! 

A rather shaken Tam of Shanter farm told us 
today of his escape, FROM WITCHES. 

This very unlikely story began in Ayr 
where Tam was having a night out with his 
friends. On the way back he passed Old Kirk 
Alloway where he claims he saw lights and 
heard music. He looked in and saw coffins 
with skeletons holding lights and in the middle 
were the witches. In the corner was the devil. 
He shouted out Well done cutty sark and he 
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says all became dark. He then claims the 
witches chased him and pulled off his horse's 
tail 

Doctor's Report 
A doctor said that he had probably dreamt it 
all as he had drunk a lot of alcohol. He is now 
in hospital suffering from shock. 

story by Susan Geddes. 



Ayr Man's strange Encounter 

Police yesterday found a horse 's tail which 
belonged to a grey mare. It was lying beside 
the River Doon at Alloway. A man from a 
nearby farm is helping police in their inqu
iries. He had been out last night in Alloway 
and says he went over to the old Kirk because 
it was lit up. When he looked in he is sup
posed to have seen witches and warlocks. He 

claims that when he shouted in amazement he 
was chased by them. He headed towards the 
bridge and got over (so he says) but they got 
his horse's tail. Police are continuing in
vestigations 

David McDonald 
Age 10 

Drunk In charge of Mare 
The horse belonging to 30 year old Tam from 
Shanter farm lost a tail last night when some 
witches attacked him. Tam failed the 
breathalyser test when he was caught bolting 
down the main road and he went past the 
traffic lights when they were at red. He used 

the excuse that witches and warlocks had been 
chasing him. The only proof he had was that 
his mare had lost her tail 

Steven Cairney 
Age 10 

·~ Mrs. E. Murray presenting a watch to Ann Kerr, pupil with highest marks in the Gorebridge Primary 
School Burns Competition. President Archibald Lochrie looks on . 
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The North American Conference, 1980 

THE First Annual Conference of North 
American Clubs of the Burns Federation 

was held in London (Ontario) Canada on 
8th-10th August 1980. 

The location was the campus of the Univer
sity of Western Ontario-the headquarters 
were situated in Delaware Residence--a 
building well and fondly remembered by those 
who attended the 1979 Federation Con
ference. 

110 delegates attended, representing Burns 
Clubs from Winnipeg, Manitoba, and from 
North Bay, Hamilton, Galt and London, On
tario, Detroit, Michigan, and Annapolis, 
Maryland. In addition messages of greetings 
and goodwill were received from Victoria and 
Vancouver in British Columbia, from the Can
terbury Burns Club, Christchurch in New 
Zealand, from Sydney, Australia and from 
clubs in Britain and from the Burns Federa
tion, Kilmarnock. 

The delegates assembled for refreshments 
and dinner in Delaware Residence on Friday 
evening 8th August. Most of them were 
renewing old friendships which had been es
tablished a year earlier at the Federation
numerous little ceilidhs developed during the 
course of the evening and continued until well 
into the 'wee sma' hours'. 

On Saturday morning 9th August, after 
being well fortified by the usual enormous 
Delaware residence breakfast served by Irene 
and Janice, delegates congregated in the co
educational lounge of the Residence for the 
business meeting of the Conference. 

Tom Crook, Vice-President of the London 
Club, chaired the meeting and welcomed all 
the delegates making special welcoming 
remarks for our Federation guest. Mr. and 
Mrs. Abe Train, Dr. Jim Connor, President of 
the London Club and Chairman of the Con-
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ference, presented the opening speech entitled 
'The Role of Overseas Clubs Within the Burns 
Federation'-{appended to this report). Mr. 
Abe Train responded on behalf of the Federa
tion, and explained and verified a great deal of 
the reasons for some misunderstandings 
which existed between the Overseas Club and 
the Federation. He also explained in great 
detail the organization and the sympathetic 
understanding of the Burns Federation in 
regard to overseas clubs. Abe's opinions were 
received with great interest and attention. A 
lively discussion followed-Bill Connway ex
pressed the views of the Winnipeg Club, John 
Phillibin spoke on behalf of the Detroit club, 
Jim Macpherson and Al Booth spoke on 
behalf of the Annapolis Club, Tom Milne 
from Galt, and John Keith and John Paterson 
from Hamilton all expressed their opinions 
with eloquence and emotion. 

Later in the meeting Abe Train, on behalf of 
the Federation proposed that Jim Connor be 
appointed president Canadian delegate to the 
Burns Federation. Dr. Connor was pleased to 
accept the position. 

It was also decided that the 2nd Annual 
Conference of North American Clubs of the 
Burns Federation would be held in 1981 in 
Annapolis Maryland. Hamilton (Ontario) 
offered to host the 1982 Conference. Both 
locations were accepted unanimously. 

During the afternoon of Saturday, another 
very successful and enjoyable Haggis Hurling 
competition was held, 12 teams participated. 
Following the athletic activities a cocktail hour 
was held-the alcoholic content of which was 
generously donated by our good friend Mr. 
Steve Haley--on behalf of 'Grand McNish' 
whisky. 

On Saturday evening the official Banquet 
took place-efficiently and cautiously 
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organized by the catering staff of Delaware 
Residence-again including June and Janice 1 

The toast to the London (Ont) Burns Club 
was eloquently proposed by Bill Conway from 
Winnipeg. The reply was in the very capable 
hands of Mrs. Doris lgna. 

The toast to the Burns Federation was pro
posed by Jim Connor-Abe Train made a 
suitable, and very witty reply. 

Later a very enjoyable ceilidh and dance 
with Henry Howieson of the London Club 
acting as M.C. took place. A great number of 
the delegates amused and charmed their au
dience by performing their ' Party Pieces ' outs
tanding and memorable was Humphrey 
McDonald of the Detroit club . 

On Sunday morning an impressive church 
service took place at First St. Andrews United 
Church . The lessons were read by Abe Train 
and Jim Connor. Dr. W . C. Watson. (a physi
cian from Glasgow) preached the sermon en
titled ' A man 's a Man'-a moving ex
perience 11 

After lunch with many emotional farewells, 
the delegates dispersed to various parts of this 
vast continent. 

The unanimous opinion was that the Con
ference had been another exciting ex
perience--socially and culturally and that a 
great deal had been achieved in crystallizing 
the opinions and views of the overseas clubs 
Federation. 

Mr. & Mrs. Abe Train with Dr. and Mrs. Jim Connor at the North American Conference 
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Speech presented at opening session I st Conference of North 
American Clubs of the Burns Federation London, Canada 

August 9th 1980 

Mr. Chairman: 
Our very welcome guest from Scotland, Mr. Abe Train. 
Representatives of North American Clubs of the Burns Federation, 
Ladies and Gentlemen-Friends. 
'Good morning'. 

Today, I propose to present to you, a concept of 'The role of Overseas Clubs within the Burns 
Federation. 

The seed of this theme was planted in my mind a year ago-at the opening ceremony of the 
92nd Annual Conference of the Burns Federation-as I sat listening to the critical comments of 
the Burns Federation voiced by Mr. Wallace Vinnell, President of the Canterbury Burns Club of 
New Zealand. 

A few months ago, my wife Bunty and myself spent 4 weeks in New Zealand as the guests of 
Ann and Wally Vinnell. We had many further discussions-what I am about to present to you 
this morning-Ladies and Gentlemen-is the outcome of these discussions. 

But first of all (Ladies and Gentlemen) let me recount to you, the history of this lst Annual 
Conference of North American Clubs of the Burns Federation. 

Last October-following that momentous conferenc~the first ever held, overseas-we, of 
the London, Ontario Burns Club notified every federated Burns club in North America-in 
Canada-Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara Falls, Hamilton, Galt, North Bay, Elliot Lake, 
Windsor, Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton, Victoria and Vancouver. 

In the United States-St. Louis, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Troy, New York, Detroit, Toledo, 
Massachusetts, San Diego, Baltimore, Annapolis, Kansas, Texas, and Michigan-28 in all. 

We notified these 28 clubs that we intended to host a conference in 1980--we received 
positive responses from over 50 % of the clubs. 

In February of this year, the first bulletin of this conference was dispatched to all the clubs, 
and there have been monthly bulletins ever sinc~right up to 3 weeks ago--there has been no 
lack of information and communications. 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, as I have said, I intend to discuss the role of overseas 
clubs within the Burns Federation-and I must confess that I am well aware of the responsibility 
and implications in presenting such a controversial and provocative subject---and I do so with no 
inflated sense of importance---although I do feel I can speak with some authority following the 
experience of the 1979 conference and the complimentary comments which followed. 

That conference without doubt, established and affirmed the Burns Federation as one of the 
leading international organizations-but does it act like one? To be accepted as an international 
organization, the executive of the Burns Federation should realize that its sphere of influence and 
responsibility does not end at the shores of Great Britain-beyond the horizons of Ayrshire, 
Scotland, there are thousands of enthusiastic people who revere and proclaim the name of 
Robert Burns. 

As I have questioned---does the federation project an international image? 
A basic primary requirement of any organization is information and communication from 

headquarters-from Kilmarnock-as far as the London (Ont.) Burns Club is concerned
communications from Kilmarnock have been as scarce as hen's teeth. 
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For example. we received sparse information regarding the 1977 conference in Motherwell
and none at all for the 1978 conference in Glasgow-in fact for the 1977 conference I registered 
2 days before the conference at the home of our guest Mr. Abe Train-and my wife, and Jack 
and Li! Raeside scraped into the conference. 

For the 1978 conference we had to write to the Glasgow executive a few weeks before the 
conference to obtain information and to register. 

For the 1980 conference-we did receive publicity material and full information, along with 
the 'quarterly report'-it arrived about 4 weeks ago--but does this give overseas members 
sufficient time to organize a trip to Britain? For home club members it entails a week-end only
Friday evening to Sunday morning-just like this conference-but for overseas members, it 
means planning a 3 weeks trip-rearranging holidays and air travel etc. 

It would appear that these criticisms are directed at the federation secretary-Jock Thomson
nothing could be further from the truth-in my opinion Jock Thomson is an industrious, 
efficient and dedicated secretary-probably the best secretary tlhe Burns Federation has ever 
had-along with his assistant Mrs. Turner, he performs miracles with the facilities he has 
available to him. But he is a part time secretary-part time--can you imagine a part time 
secretary for an organization of 33,000 members, 350 clubs in Scotland, England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, Canada, Australia, United States of America, Denmark, New Zealand, and 
South Africa. 

A part time secretary for an organization which is the sole voice in the world for the 
perpetuation, promotion and immortalization of the name of a poet who is respected and revered 
in the 4 corners of the earth. 

Does it make sense? On behalf of the overseas clubs I would like to propose that the Burns 
Federation consider the appointment of a full time professional adequately remunerated 
secretary. 

There could not be a more appropriate time than now to consider this change-for I recall that 
during the A.G.M. of the conference last year, Jock Thomson indicated that he intended to resign 
within the next 2 years. 

I have mentioned that a full-time secretary should be adequately paid-and this brings me to 
my next point-in the 1980 Burns Chronicle 343 clubs are listed as belonging to the Burns 
Federation-the financial statement shows income from club subscriptions totals £1,672.98-
about $4,600 from 343 clubs--an average of $13.00 per club--'peanuts'. 

The annual subscription has been increased this year-per member, but the principle of 
assessing all clubs the same could be improved if clubs paid their annual subscription on a per 
capita basis-the capitation fee to be assessed by the federation and adjusted from time to time. 
This could ensure that small, less affluent clubs would pay less-and the larger clubs would pay 
more. The increased revenue would assist in meeting the salary of the full time secretary. The 
per capita system could also reduce the possibility of clubs reporting inflated membership. 

Now to discuss another matter of concern to overseas clubs-this is the selection of each 
country's representative to the federation. I realize that this is included in the rules and 
constitution of the federation. But how many clubs have an up to date copy of the constitution? 
In this day and age overseas clubs should be more involved in the selection of their country's 
representative-they should also be more concerned in nominating and endorsing candidates for 
the executive-this is still a matter of communication-some notification from headquarters is 
required so that overseas clubs are aware of what is going on-their views and opinions should 
count. 

I should also like to allude briefly to the status of overseas countries-the present constitution 
classifies an overseas country as a 'district'--enormous land masses such as Canada, Australia 
and U.S.A. are in the same category as are Wales and Northern lreland-surely--especially 
with the recent realignment of geographic districts in Britain. now is the time for some 
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upgrading of overseas countries. For example, Canada could be zoned by its provinces--Ontario 
has 8 clubs-more than Fife, South Western England and Wales-Australia and the U.S.A. 
could be classified by states. 

Finally, in lighter vein, I would like to suggest that an alternative lapel badge be considered by 
the federation--something simple and symbolic like a mountain daisy, a wee mouse or a red red 
rose. 

Ladies and Gentlemen in front of you, you have a copy of 'The study and to endorse later in 
this meeting. It already has been endorsed by clubs in Australia and New Zealand. The 
declaration reads as follows: 

Declaration of Overseas Clubs of the Burns Federation 
\Ve, representatives of the overseas clubs of the Burns Federation in an endeavour to further 
strengthen the ties that bind us to the Burns Federation, respectfully submit to the executive of 
the Burns Federation, the following suggestions for its consideration. 
1. That an improved system of communication be established between overseas clubs and 
headquarters in Kilmarnock--especially communications emanating from Kilmarnock, so that 
overseas clubs do not feel to be appendages, and on the periphery of, the Burns Federation. To 
this end we suggest that a full time, adequately remunerated secretary be appointed. 
2. Overseas clubs would request that they be consulted, and their opinions considered when 
their country's representative to the executive of the federation is being selected, also that they be 
informed when nominations are being submitted for offices on the executive, so that the overseas 
clubs have the opportunity of supporting, endorsing and if necessary nominating a particular 
candidate. 
3. Overseas clubs suggest, that consideration be given to their status--at present a country is 
classified as a district and is allocated one single delegate. From information in the 1980 
chronicle it would appear that the overseas clubs are steadily increasing in number and it would 
therefore be not inappropriate that their opinions be heard in Kilmarnock. 
4. We would suggest that consideration be given to an alternative arrangement for individual 
clubs to pay their annual subscription to the Burns Federation--a more equitable procedure for 
the clubs and more remunerative for the federation would be for each club to pay on a per capita 
basis of their membership-large clubs would pay more, and smaller clubs less. This 
arrangement would also eliminate the possibility of clubs reporting inaccurate and inflated 
membership. The actual per capita sum would be discussed and adjusted from time to time. 
5. We also suggest that consideration be given to the production of a simple distinctive lapel 
badge to indicate membership of the Burns Federation--e.g. a mountain daisy, a wee mouse or a 
rose. If adopted I would be prepared to submit it to the conference in Irvine next year. 

I see a vision of the Burns Federation being a powerful influence of peace in this troubled 
world-for it proclaims the philosophy of Roberts Burns of the brotherhood of man. The 
federation is an organisation welcomed and respected in the east as well as the west. It is an 
organisation accepted in Russia, Japan. China and among many countries of the Third World. 

It pains me to realise that the Burns Federation is not achieving its full potential and taking its 
proper position in the world. 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, in the light of what I have said I would maintain that 
the role of overseas clubs within the Burns Federation could be summarized in three words
stimulation, innovation and co-operation. 

We are not a bunch of colonials. Demanding 'no taxation without representation' rather we 
are requesting more taxation but with more represe111atio11. 

We are a vital. enthusiastic collection of Burns folk asking to be recognized and consulted. 
The federation should realize that 'life can only be understood backwards but must be lived 

forwards.' I say to the federation. you already have our hearts and our minds-we now offer our 
energy, vitality and enthusiasm. Let us share them with you. 
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Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. & Mrs. Abe Train---our guests from Scotland 
Representatives of North American Burns Clubs 
Ladies and Gentlemen-Friends 

It is my great honour and privilege to propose the toast to the Burns Federation. 
Last year at the federation conference this same toast was proposed by the inimitable Dr. 

Grant McEwen-what a unique character he was. I shall not attempt to emulate him. 
But at the outset I would like to make some personal comments about this conference--to my 

mind it has been a very enjoyable and successful event-we have achieved what we set out to 
do-assemble all of you Burns enthusiasts-many other clubs would have loved to be here--but 
distance, time and expense were the obstacles.-! am reasonably very gratified by those of you 
who have joined us-especially Bill Conway and his sister who have come all the way from 
Winnipeg-which has the distinction of being the oldest federated club in North America. I offer 
to you all a warm welcome on behalf of the London (Ont.) Burns Club. 

But now to 'The Toast,' Ladies and Gentlemen-when we talk about the federation what do 
we really mean-I suppose it means something different to all of us. But as far as I am concerned 
it means people, firstly-and secondly, it represents an organization which we are all proud to 
belong to and which helps to spread the gospel of Robert Burns throughout the world. 

I said the federation means people--and the people within the federation are the most friendly 
warm hearted folk I have ever met-they are the salt of the earth-names and faces keep 
tumbling through my mind-Albert Finlayson, Jock Thomson, George Anderson, Abe Train, 
John Kidd, the Macmillans from Kilmarnock, Bob Scott, Yvonne Stevenson, from British 
Columbia-who by the way--sends her best wishes, John Begg, Alice Milland, Alec Johnstone, 
from Australia, Wally and Ann Vinnell from New Zealand-the list could be endless-all these 
different personalities are members of one big happy family drawn and held together by the 
magic of Robert Burns-it would that he attracts the real people. 

But the federation is also a famous organization which was born in 1885-in another 5 
years-God willing-it will be celebrating its centenary. 

Great celebrations are being planned for 1985-in London, England and a year later in 1986 
the federation will recognize the 200th anniversary of what was the turning point in the life of 
Robert Burns-the publication of the Kilmarnock edition of his poems-this famous edition and 

. its success also changed as you all know-the plans of Robert Burns to emigrate to the new 
world-but wouldn't it have been an interesting situation if 'Robbie' had really emigrated-the 
headquarters of the Burns Federation might have ended up in Washington, New York, Toronto, 
or even London, Ontario, and Abe Train would be over here pleading for the federation to give 
more consideration to the clubs in Scotland. 

Abe, before I propose the toast I would like to fulfil a promise made to the federation last year. 
We of the London, Ont. Burns Club have for the past year, been the proud custodian of the 
federation flag, we have carefully protected it and it has been flown on approriate occasions. We 
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Rosamond Club Presentation 

THE Rosamond Burns Club staged a social 
evening in the Solway Lodge Hotel, 

Gretna, in June 1980. The occasion was the 
Club's farewell and presentation to two of its 
most loved and valued members. Mr. Kit 
Davidson, J.P., and his wife Betty were the 
guests of honour to a full turnout of the mem
bers and friends at a buffet/social. The event 
was in anticipation of their departure next 
month to move south and join their daughters' 
families in Kent. 

Mr. John Maxwell, the Past and Founder 
President of the Rosamond, delivered a 
farewell address and toasted the departing 
couple. He presented them on the club's behalf 
with an engraved crystal 'Loving Cup', while 
President Mrs. Elizabeth Hardisty presented 
Betty with a bouquet of flowers. 

In his address, John Maxwell recalled his 
early acquaintance with Kit when they joined 
the Annan Burns Club together, thereafter 
roving the county attending Burns Suppers. 
Naturally Kit and Betty, who were already es
tablished singers and musicians, became in
volved in the formation of the new Rosamond 
Burns Club in Gretna where Kit became its 
Master of Ceremonies and Betty its Director of 
Music. Thus they provided that most desirable 
of all attributes in any Burns Club, musical en
tertainment. 

Their reputation as social entertainers is 
widely accepted and appreciated by the many 
social organisations in Gretna and District, 
particularly those involved in Charity Drives 
and community social functions. In this field 
they will be sorely missed by the community. 
Many Gretna brides in the past have walked 
down the aisle to the strains of Betty's music 
as church organist, and her musical prowess 
led her to form a small band known as the 
B.D. Sound in which Kit played the parts of 
manager, technician, M.C., and singer. 

Betty came to Gretna in 1941 as a young 
schoolteacher fresh from her home in 
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Aberchirder (better known back there as Fog
gy Loan) in Banffshire. Shortly afterwards she 
met Kit Davidson, home on leave from the 
Royal Navy, and they got married. Their 
family of two daughters, Sylvia and Betty, are 
both married and living in Kent, where Kit 
and Betty intend to settle in Orpington and 
share in the joys of their grand children. 

Kit is President of the Gretna and District 
Choral Society, an Elder of St. Andrew's 
Church, Past Master of Lodge Gretna, Past 
President of Gretna Bowling Club, and Past 
President of the Rosamond Burns Club. In all 
of these organisations he is still active. 

Betty is Assistant Head (early years) in Gret
na High School where she devotes a great deal 
of additional time to the extra-mural activities 
of her pupils. She is a soprano singer in both 
the Gretna and District Choral Society and the 
St. Andrew's church choir. She is an excellent 
pianist, organist, music teacher and singing 
coach. 

Their departure, therefore, from the district 
is viewed with dismay and regret by the peo
ple of Gretna and the myriad of friends they 
have here. However, we cannot forbear to 
wish them every joy and happiness in their 
retirement to the bosom of their family. These 
two, who have unstintingly given us so much 
joy and pleasure over the years, carry with 
them our heartfelt goodwill and thanks for 
services rendered. 

The remainder of the evening became the 
customary Rosamond round of entertainment, 
with songs, music recitations and funny sto
ries. 

The vote of thanks was given by Vice-Presi
dent Norman Shearer to the singers and ar
tistes, the organisers, and to mine host Mr. 
Walker for the excellent meal and service pro
vided. The evening ended in the singing, in 
time honoured fashion of the universal 
anthem 'Auld Lang Syne'. 



Mr. John Maxwell makes the presentation to Mr. Kit Davidson (third from left) as Mrs. 
Davidson (right) and Mrs. Elizabeth Hardisty (left) look on. 

The Burns Window in Crown Court Church, 
London 
Jimmy Mason 

T HERE was a very large congregation at 
Crown Court Church of Scotland, Co

vent Garden, London , at the morning service 
on Sunday, 24th January 1960, when a 
memorial window to Robert Burns was un
veiled by Mr. John Sinclair, President of the 
Burns Club of London , and dedicated by the 
Minister , the Rev. Joseph Moffett. Much in
terest in the event was shown by the Press and 
the public, and photographs of the window 
appeared in the leading newspapers. 

The Service included Psalms I 00 and 51. 

Paraphrases 30 and 66, and the hymn 'Lord, 
while for all mankind we pray '. The lessons, 
Ezekiel, XXXYII and I Corinthians XII, were 
read by the President. After the Offering, Dr. 
Moffett, accompanied by Mr. Sinclair and by 
Messrs R. A. Watson, J. Wilson and V. J. 
Eadie, representing the Kirk Session , pro
ceeded to the Window. Mr. Sinclair unveiled 
the memorial. and asked Dr. Moffett to accept 
it. The Minister responded on behalf of the 
Kirk Session , and then dedicated the Window 
in the following prayer : 
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0 God, our Heavenly Father, from whom comes every good and perfect gift. who does in
spire Prophets and Poets, bestowing upon them special gifts and genius for the edification 
and enlightenment of Thy people, we thank Thee for Thy servant, Robert Burns. and for 
those gifts of poetry and song with which Thou did inspire him, where-by the hearts of 
common man and women have been cheered and uplifted. 

We thank Thee for his sturdy spirit of independence, his patriotic fervour, his wide 
human sympathy with all Thy creatures, and his vision of a world freed from the oppres
sion of cruel men. Help us to guard and protect and preserve the heritage he bequeathed to 
us, and to make real the vision he beheld afar off. 

Accept, 0 Lord we humbly beseach Thee, this Memorial we now dedicate to his memo
ry, to the adornment of this, Thy House, and to the glory of Thy Holy Name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, Amen 

The Poet is depicted in the window as a ploughman, ruefully contemplating the destruction by 
his plough, of the field-mouse 's nest, and holding in his hand the 'wee, sleek it, cowrin ', tim 'rous 
beastie'. He is in the garb ofa farmer, seen against the background of Ayrshire countryside. The 
inscription on the glass reads as follows: 

To the Glory of God and in commemoration of the bi-centenary of the Poet 's birth. 25th 
January 1759-1959, this window is presented by the Burns Club of London. 

The window was given to Crown Court Church of Scotland by the Burns Club of London from 
special subscriptions raised by its members during the bi-centenary year in gratitude to God for 
the finest inspirations of Robert Burns, and with a deep sense of the Club's long association with 
the church. It was designed by Michael C. Farrar-Bell , F. R.S.A., of the firm of Clayton & Bell. 
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Congratulations from Rabbie? 
Dear Sir. 

For you. young Potentate o' Wales. 
I tell your Highness fairly . 

Down Pleasure 's stream wi ' swelling sails. 
I'm tauld ye ' re driving rarely : 

Be yours the heart that never fails 
To pulse wi ' pleasure sairly. 

That Fate o 'erweigh 'd Diana 's scales 
In favour o ' Prince Charlie 1 

The apposite first four lines (which refer to the then Prince of Wales. later George IV) are 
taken unaltered from the tenth stanza of Robert Burns ' poem · A Dream ' written on the occasion 
of the Birthday Levee of George III on 4th June 1786. 

The second four lines of the stanza, as printed above. have necessarily been adapted to suit the 
present occasion for congratulation. It is. however. a noteworthy coincidence that these four 
lines. as originally penned by Burns. actually included references to another ' Diana' and another 
'Charlie.' 

D~·110 G. BLYTH 

President. Edinburgh District 
Burns Clubs Association 

Right above: The wreath-laying ceremony at 
the Nasmyth Portrait of Robert Burns this year 
was performed by Councillor J. Stanley Cavaye 
deputising for the Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 
David Blyth (President of the E.D.B.C.A.J, 
Councillor Cavaye, and the Rev. George Wylie, 
Minister of St. Andrews and St. George's, who 
gave the prayer of dedication. 
Photo: G. Henderson Laing . 
Right below: Detroit Burns Club members and 
friends at the 1981 Annual Dinner, held in 
Dearborn , Michigan. 

I N 1940. the executive committee of the 
Dumfries Burns Howlf Club presented a 

wedding gift to Mr. and Mrs. George McKer-
row. the landlord of the Globe Inn. Forty 
years on almost to the day. at a reception in 
the clubroom. the occasion was marked when 
the club presented Mr. and Mrs. McKerrow 
with a specially inscribed crystal Caithness 
Bowl. complete with an engraving of Burns· 
head. At the same time. Mr. McKerrow 
handed over a framed certificate conveying to 
the club the privilege of the use of their room 
in the Globe Inn . 

Picture shows. left to right. Club President J . 
Kerr Little. \-fr. McKerrow. :vt rs . :vtcKerrow . 
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Commemorative Stained Glass includes Robert 
Burns 

H ERE in South-West Scotland, close to 
Dumfries, we now have a stained glass 

studio making hand painted decorative stained 
glass pieces to hang by chain in the windows 
of the home. There are three partners involved 
in this set-up: Drew Landsborough, his wife 
Mara Eagle, and Ian Morley. Drew Land
sborough is himself a descendant of the first 
Earls of Glencairn, his branch of the family 
coming south from Ayrshire in about 1455 to 
help manage the new estates of Glencairn, 
near Dumfries. Thus he can count himself a 
distant kinsman of Burns' beloved patron , 
James Cunningham, Earl of Glencairn. 

Apart from this connection, Mr Lands
borough has always had a great fondness and 
admiration for the works of Robert Burns, and 
so it was natural that, on starting to produce 
subjects for glass paintings for the home, one 
of their first creations was a portrait of Robert 
Burns based on the Nasmyth painting. This 
was complemented by a glass piece, · Auld Ac
quaintance', based on an old woodcut 
delightfully depicting three Scots from the 
time of Burns enjoying a drink and hospitality 
in the home. Since these new beginnings (Mr. 
Landsborough has been producing painted 
stained glass since 1969) in Scotland , they now 
have a range of over 50 original designs, pro
duced at the Studio by themselves, and are 
becoming well-known in the better Craft and 
Gift Shops in Scotland . 

The illustration shows the Robert Burns 
roundel. with classical style border of the 
period, and underneath a panel with the verse 
'For a' that. an a' that'. This elegant 9-piece 
traditionally-fired glass roundel , with stains 
and enamels fired on to hand-blown glass, is 
available by post, leaded and chained ready for 
hanging. at an ex-works price of £30 each. 
Two less expensive versions are also available 
using colours which do not need to be fired 
on. giving substantial savings in production 
time. and using only one piece of glass. These 
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savings allow a 73" 'Standard' size roundel 
(excluding suspended verse) at an ex works 
price of £8.95. A 'Miniature' version of 4" dia. 
is also available at £4. 9 5. The 'Auld Acquain
tance' is similarly priced in the three presenta
tions above. Please write direct to the studio, 
Decorative Stained Glass, Dalton, Lockerbie, 
Dumfries, enclosing payment with order. Add 
£I postage and packing for each roundel with
in the UK; £2 for Europe; and £3 for other 
distant places. For delivery, allow up to three 
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months for production of the more expensive 
fired glass pieces, and take into account sur
face mail times. The Burns commemorative 
glass Church shoo at Dumfries. 

At present the studio does not do one-off 
pieces but would be interested in hearing from 
any Burns groups wishing to commission a 
subject or design, with a first order of l 00 

pieces minimum. 
As a footnote, it may be noted that the 

Decorative Stained Glass Company are 
offering a special portrait presentation of Bon
nie Prince Charlie for 198 l , the year of the In
ternational Gathering of the Clans in Scotland. 
They are in the same three sizes as above, and 
priced the same. 

Settle that argument 

T he oldest Burns Club 
In recent years there have been several inac
curate statements and undignified letters to the 
Press claiming the honour of being the world's 
oldest Burns Club. 

From the earliest records of the Burns 
Federation there can be no doubt but that the 
title of the first Burns Club can be claimed by 
one club above all others-the Greenock 
Burns Club. Records show that Burns 

enthusiasts in Greenock held a meeting there 
in the summer of 180 l , founding the Club on 
21 st July 180 l, the anniversary of Burns' 
death. The first Anniversary Supper of the 
Greenock Burns Club was celebrated on 29th 
January 1802. 

The first Burns S upper 
This honour falls to Alloway. In a document 
compiled by the Rev. Hamilton Paul and for-
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merly owned by David Aird of the George 
Hotel, Kilmarnock, it is recorded that: 

'In the summer of 1801 a select party of 
the friends of Burns proposed to dine in 
the cottage in which he was born, and to 
offer a tribute to the memory of the 
departed genius. These nine sat down to a 
comfortable dinner, of which sheep's 
head and haggis formed an interesting 
part. The Address to the Haggis was read, 
and every toast was drank by three times 
three, i.e. by nine. 

Before breaking up, the company 
unanimously resolved that the Annivers
ary of Burns should be regularly celebr
ated, and that H. Paul should exhibit an 
annual poetical production in praise of 
the Bard of Coila, and that the meeting 
should take place on 29th January, the 
supposed birthday of the Poet.' 

The celebrations at the cottage continued 
until 1809; the Glasgow Courier reported on 
3rd February 1810, that: "Monday, the 29th 
January, the anniversary of the Poet's death 
was celebrated at Ayr, Kilmarnock and 
Greenock ... the pioneers of the world-wide 
spread of the celebrations we know today. 

On passing, it was mainly due to the work 
of R. A. Smith of the Paisley Burns Club the 

error of Dr. Currie was universally corrected 
and the correct date of 25th January celebrated 
as the birth date of Robert Burns.) 

Longest sequence of Burns Suppers 
The Dairy Burns Club, No. 35 in the Federa
tion, held its first Burns Supper on 25th Janu
ary 1826 in Montgomerie's Inn, Courthill 
Street. Until 1937 an unbroken sequence of 
Burns Suppers were held there. Since then, the 
Club has celebrated in other parts of the 
town-a continuity of one hundred and fifty 
six Burns Suppers . . . despite two cholera 
epidemics and war-time rationing. 

Two features of the Dairy Burns Club's 
record run of Burns Suppers include The 
Cairn '-three leather-bound volumes contain
ing the records of all the Burns Suppers 
together with the photograph of the Chairman 
at the annual Supper since the Club's begin
ning. The other item is the 'Tappet Hen'-an 
antique pewter measure filled with whisky. 
On payment of the entry fee for the Supper. 
members are entitled to a free swig out of it. 

If there are any more arguments to be set· 
tied, please let us know ... but don't dash off 
unseemly letters in the newspapers. 

J.F.W.T. 

In the Beginning 
By Clark Hunter 

I N February 1979 there was some corres
pondence in the Glasgow Herald between 

the secretaries of Greenock and Paisley Burns 
Clubs regarding Greenock's claim to be the 
'Mother Club'. The exchanges were made to 
appear a little more acrimonious than I am 
sure they were intended to be by the Herald's 
headline to one letter, 'Daughter disowns 
mother'. 

Since the origins of the Burns Club move
ment are likely to be of interest to readers 
perhaps the time has come to detail the begin
nings which, whether in Greenock or Paisley, 
are generally believed to have been in 
Renfrewshire. In fact the first Burns annivers-
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ary celebration occurred at Alloway and in the 
appendix to, The Poems and Songs ()f Robert 
Burns, by the Rev. Hamilton Paul printed at 
Ayr in 1 81 9, he records the first celebration in 
the summer of 1801 ; the actual day and 
month are not given but he lists the nine 
gentlemen, including himself, who were pre· 
sent, most of them well-known in the Burns 
canon. The appendix concludes with a poem. 
'Farewell to the Allowa Club, Recited at the 
ninth anniversary, being the last at which the 
Author was present'. With the translation of 
the Rev. Mr. Paul to pastures new the· Allowa 
Club' disappeared into limbo. 

The inaugural meeting of the Greenock 
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Burns Club is said to have been held on 2 lst 
July 1801 with the avowed aim, 'to promote 
an ardent love for Scottish poetry' and the first 
anniversary celebration on 29th January 1802 
in the White Hart Hotel, Greenock under the 
Presidency of John Wright, an exciseman. The 
incorrect date resulting presumably from the 
mistake in the first edition of Currie's 'Life' 
printed in 1800 although the birth-date was 
corrected in the second edition of 1801. 

The difficulty with the Greenock claim is 
that the details are alleged to be from the first 
minute book which has only been seen within 
living memory as a photographic reproduction 
of the title-pages in the 1902 Centenary 
Booklet of Greenock Burns Club and, from the 
same block, illustrating an article in the 1927 
Burns Chronicle. In the same year as the Cen· 
tenary Booklet a description of the minute 
book and its contents appeared in the 
Greenock Telegraph for 24th January 1902. 
Enquiries over a long period of years in 
Greenock regarding the whereabouts of the 
minute book produced a variety of answers 
from the Secretaries of the Greenock Club at 
the time, the Burgh Librarian and the 
Librarian of the Watt Library. These opinions 
may be summarised as follows: (a) The 
minute book was taken by someone to prepare 
a speech and never returned. (b) That it is still 
secreted in the hands of a local person. (c) It 
was surreptitiously removed to America and is 
now in the possession of a collector there. 

Further light was thrown on the situation of 
the Greenock records by the late Provost 
Robert Boyd of Greenock on the occasion of 
the Greenock Club's '150th Annual Celebra
tion' in 1952 as reported by 'Viator' in the 
'Tuesday Talk' column of the Greenock 
Telegraph. I quote verbatim: 

'GAP. Proposing the toast 'The Mother 
Club' at the l 50th annual celebration of 
the Greenock Burns Club in the Lorne at 
the week-end, Provost Robert Boyd made 
many points of great interest concerning 
the oldest Burns club in the world. Pro
vost Boyd had very carefully prepared his 
toast after consultation of the club ·s 
minutes which. he revealed. on(r went 
back to 1811. although the club was 
founded in 180 I.• One of the first points 

he made was that the minutes between 
1811 and 1825 and between 1844 and 
184 7 were missing, but that the Librarian 
in the Watt Library had been interested 
enough and industrious enough to write 
up the reports of the anniversary meet
ings for these years from reports in the 
'Greenock Advertiser' . . . DEBT. The 
Provost (very rightly I think) remarked 
that a lot was owed to Mr. Shaw, the 
Librarian concerned, for his thoughtful 
work at that time. 

• (The italics are by the writer of this article.) 

Following this speech I therefore made en
quiries in 1955 at the National Library of Scot
land and the Greenock Library (Watt Library) 
and received the following replies. 

From the National Library of Scotland: 
'The only files of the Greenock Advertiser 
which the Library hold are for the years 1805 
and 1808. I regret to say, after much search
ing, I have been unable to trace any reference 
to the meetings of Greenock Burns Club'. 
From the Greenock Library in response to a 
similar enquiry regarding the years before 
1811 but with special reference to the year 
1803: 'I can find no reference to Greenock 
Burns Club'. It would appear from this that 
the reason the Librarian of the Greenock 
(Watt) Library, mentioned by Provost Boyd, 
did not write any account of Greenock Burns 
Club meetings before 1811 is that none was 
reported in the only Greenock newspaper of 
that time, the Greenock Advertiser. 

Despite this, I should not like it to be 
thought that I do not believe that a minute 
book for the years 1801-1810 ever existed. I 
do think, however, that the correct birth-date 
ofGreenock Burns Club must remain in doubt 
until the Club's birth-certificate, the first 
minute book, is produced and examined by an 
independent and competent judge of 
bibliographical matters. 

The article. already mentioned, in the 1927 

Burns Chronicle by Charles L. Brodie con
tained the following; 'There was already a 
Greenock Ayrshire Society. It was founded in 
February of 1796 and this society so greatly 
assisted in the formation of Greenock Burns 
Club that it has been termed the Mother of the 
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Mother Club.' The minute book title pages 
read, on one side: 'This book was found in the 
house of the late Mr. Robert Burns at his 
demise and presented to the Burns Club of 
Greenock by Adam Pearson Esquire of His 
Majestys Excise Edinburgh AD 1801 ', and on 
the facing page: 'Greenock Burns Club & 
Ayrshire Society'. It is noteworthy that the 
two inscriptions have been written by different 
hands. The question that arises is when pre
cisely did the metamorphosis occur which 
resulted in the formation of Greenock Burns 
Club? 

Another account of the origin of Greenock 
Burns Club was given at the time of the 
hundredth anniversary of Burns's birth in 
Chronicle of The Hundredth Birthday of Robert 
Burns, edited by James Ballantine, Edinburgh, 
1859 and I quote from the report of the 
Greenock Burns Club celebrations: 'On the 
Burns' Club being proposed, Mr. Colin 
McMillan stated that the first Burns' Club es
tablished in Scotland was in Greenock in 
1802. They met at the Henry Bell Tavern, then 
kept by a Mrs. Cottar, and from the night of 
meeting the assembly was called, "The Cot
tar's Saturday Night".' 

The position with Paisley Burns Club is 
comparatively straightforward in that the first 
anniversary meeting was held in tjle Star Inn, 
Paisley on 29th January 1805 and it is fully 
recorded with a formal statement of aims by 
the secretary, poet Robert Tannahill, in the 
minute book which is titled, 'Records of the 
Burns Anniversary Society Paisley 29th Janu
ary 1805'. All of the club's minute books, 
some in duplicate, are carefully preserved and 
normally the original minute book can be seen 
in the Paisley Shawl Room of Paisley Museum 
and Art Galleries. 

There was great interest in Burns among the 
Paisley weavers and no less than ninety copies 
were subscribed for in the town prior to 
publication of the Edinburgh edition of his 
poems in 1787. This local interest in Burns 
was further inspired by the publication in 
1791 of 'Tam O' Shanter', with its well known 
reference to, 'Her cutty sark o' Paisley ham', 
and when Tannahill completed his apprentice
ship as a weaver the same year, at the age of 
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seventeen, he walked to Ayr with some young 
friends to pay homage at Alloway Kirk thus 
pre-empting by thirty-one years the subject of 
Hew Ainslie's book, A Pilgrimage to the Land 
of Burns. They stayed in Ayr for six weeks and 
there Tannahill wrote his first song 'My Ain 
Kind Dearie, O'. 

Burnsians may not be aware of a letter writ
ten by Robert Tannahill on lst March 1810 
only two months before he died, to Thomas 
Stewart, book-seller in Greenock and said to 
be a founder member of Greenock Burns 
Club, which gives the only recorded exchange 
between the towns in the first decade of the 
nineteenth century referring to the active in
terest in Robert Burns in both places. In the 
letter Tannahill asked Stewart if he would be 
willing to publish a second edition of his 
poems which Stewart declined and returned 
the MSS but it is the first paragraph of Tan
nahill 's letter which is to our point, 'I have to 
thank you for the printed copy of your verses 
recited at the celebration of our immortal 
Bard's birthday; they honour the occasion for 
which they were composed. Smith tells me 
you have likewise seen the account of our 
meeting'. 

Dairy and Irvine are two of the other more 
venerable Burns Clubs although they set an in
teresting arithmetical problem when, both 
having been founded in 1826, one held its 
l 50th Anniversary in 1975 and the other in 
1976 ! The Dairy l 50th Anniversary brochure 
quoted the words of their President Hugh 
Morris, a weaver, at the first supper, 'This is 
the first time our village has attempted to 
celebrate the birthday of our Ayrshire Bard, 
Robert Burns, and certainly it reflects very lit
tle honour on our village celebrated for song, 
that the neighbouring shires have been 
celebrating his worth for more than twenty 
years, and before this night we have been 
mute'. In a biographical note of the original 
members it is stated that the suggestion to 
form a Burns Club came from Hugh Morris 
and that, 'He was acquainted with Tannahill, 
the Paisley Poet, to whom he gave the toast in 
Dairy Burns Club many a time.' Indeed it 
would appear from the records that the toast to 
Tannahill ranked second only to Burns and 



ahead of Shakespeare, Ramsay, Sir Walter 
Scott and Byron! 

The original document of Irvine Burns Club 
shows Dr. John McKenzie and David Sillar, 
the friends of Burns, as the first subscribers to 
the intention of forming a Burns Club and the 
Club's 'Guide' reads, 'The first President was 
Dr. John McKenzie, MD, with David Sillar 
("Daintie Davie") as his croupier; James 
Johnstone, Town Clerk, became the first 
Honorary Secretary (assisted by James Dobie, 
Writer, of Beith); the responsible office. of 
Honorary Treasurer went to Maxwell Dick, 
Bookseller' and then follows a further seven 
names. At first sight it might appear that Dr. 
McKenzie and David Sillar were the likely 
originators of Irvine Burns Club but by 1826 
Dr. McKenzie had been in Irvine for 25 years 
and was within one year of retiral to Edin
burgh, while Sillar had been there for 43 years 
and was 66 years of age. On the other hand 
Maxwell Dick came to Irvine from Paisley in 
1820 at the age of 28 and set up business as a 
publisher and bookbinder in the High Street. 
He was an unusual man; apart from his nor
mal business he was proprietor of the Ayrshire 
Monthly News Letter and an inventor. After a 
snowstorm blocked some of the early railway 
lines he thought up the idea of a suspended 
railway; he was away ahead of his time when 
he decided that a propellor would be more 
efficient than paddles on a steamship and he 
even dreamt up a suction dredger. This was 
the man who took on as an apprentice Daniel 
Macmillan who had been born in Arran in 
1813, and who, after completion of his ap
prenticeship, went to London with his 
younger brother, Alexander, to found the 
famous international publishing house of 
Macmillan & Co. Ltd. They were of course the 
forebears of Harold Macmillan so Irvine can 
take the credit for starting the Macmillan 
family on its illustrious way to the days when, 
'We never had it so good!' 

When Maxwell Dick left Paisley in 1820 the 
secretary of Paisley Burns Club was William 
Motherwell, in his day a well known poet and 
writer, and he was well acquainted with the 
Dick family who were stationers and 
publishers in Paisley, two of them becoming 

members of Paisley Burns Club. One of them, 
David Dick, published Motherwell 's Paisley 
Magazine in 1828. It is reasonable to assume 
that Motherwell would be known to Maxwell 
Dick and he certainly knew of Paisley Burns 
Club because accounts of its meetings ap
peared in the local press. 

Another early club was that at Kilmarnock 
which came into existence in I 808 and con
tinued until 1814 when it lay dormant until 
1841 with a further period of life to 1849. It 
was finally revived in 1855 since when it has 
played a prominent part in the Burns Club 
movement and in the foundation and con
tinuation of the Burns Federation. Kilmarnock 
seems to have been a case of virgin birth as I 
have been unable to trace any intimacy with 
Greenock or Paisley! Time has not so far per
mitted an examination of the ancestry of Dun
fermline United Burns Club which in the 
Burns Chronicle is recorded as having been 
founded in 1812, although as far back as 1904 
the Burns Chronicle records gave the date of 
institution as 1870. 

In the early eighteen-hundreds there were 
many ephemeral Burns Anniversary celebra
tions and again Tannahill's correspondence 
provides a useful source for information of 
such gatherings. On 2nd February 1807 we 
find him writing to his friend James Clark, 
bandmaster of the Argyleshire Militia, then 
stationed in Edinburgh: 'I hope the meeting 
succeeded to your wishes. Ours went on 
gloriously. Eighty-four sat at supper; after 
which, Mr. Blaikie addressed us in a neat 
speech calculated for the occasion, concluding 
with a toast-"To the Memory of Burns" ... 
in the course of the night were toasted the 
Kilbarchan meeting and yours'. Then almost 
three years later on I 7th December 1809 to 
James Clark, now in Ayr: 'I am sorry that I 
cannot comply with your flattering proposal 
that I should write an ode for your ensuing an
niversary*. A few days prior to the receipt of 
yours, Wylie was chosen for our next year's 
president, and in a moment of enthusiasm I 
caunder a promise to furnish him with some
thing of that kind for what he calls his night. I 
shall attempt something; however, I tremble 
when I think of it. To do justice to the subject 
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would require the abilities of a Campbell or a 
Scott, and I almost despair of being able to 
produce anything half as good as what has 
already been by different hands given to the 
public. Besides, I know that the society are 
determined to have a blazing account of our 
meeting sent to some of the newspapers.· 

There may be a soupc;on of unavoidable 
prejudice in this article but most perspicacious 
readers (as all readers are) will accept that 
Paisley and Greenock, in whichever order 
their own prejudices (another word for judge
ments) dictate, are the two oldest Burns Clubs. 
The members of both Clubs can take a little 
modest pride in their Clubs' antiquity but 
should claim no more than that for mere age 
has never been an indication of virtue. Al the 
end of the day it is the endeavour, outlined by 
Tannahill. lo cherish the memories of Robert 
Burns and others who have contributed to the 
happiness of mankind. which matters. 
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FOOTNOTE 
• This anniversary meeting and James Clark's pan 

in it may be confirmed from Elizabeth Ewing's arti
cle. 'The First Burns Nicht.' published in the 1948 
issue of the Burns Chronicle (pp 38 / 42): ·in 1810 
there was a further Alloway meeting. held on 29th 
January. Accord ing to the Ayr Advertiser. it took 
place in the King's Arms Inn. and from the account 
given in the Glasgow Courier of 3rd February. 1810 
it appears that Burns celebrations were by now 
spreading and establishing themselves. "Monday, the 
29th January," says the Courier. "the anniversary of 
the Poet's birth, was celebrated at Ayr. Kilmarnock 
and Greenock, with all that fervour and animation so 
characteristic of Scotsmen when met to commemor
ate the excellence of their inimitable Bard. A number 
of non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
Argyll Militia went out from Ayr to A lloway and 
visited the Cottage where Burns was born. attended 
by the Band of the Regiment. who played a number 
of appropriate airs 



Down amongst the Drones 
by Stuart M. Wallace 

A NYONE passing Glasgow's famous Bellahouston Park on Friday I 5th August 1980 would 
have found it difficult to understand why the stalwarts of Kilmarnock Rugby Club were 

engrossed in the erection of a twenty foot square marquee. as the week's downpour slowly gave 
way to watery sunshine and then the full impact of summer heat. 

The answer lies in the invitation given by the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association to the 
Burns Federation to provide a stand at the World Pipe Band Championships on I 6th August. 
Federation Vice-President George Anderson swiftly homed in on his own Glasgow and District 
Burns Association for assistance and from a standing start, a simple but effective display was 
brought together with a great deal of goodwill and selness work by many, which illustrated the 
involvement and world-wide work of the Federated Clubs. 

Individuals and Clubs were swift to respond with material to complement the tentage, 
brochures and assistance given by Jock Thomson of the Federation. that name swiftly explaining 
the Kilmarnock connection. 

The Federation Banner donated by Archie Hamilton of New lands Decorators was the largest 
in the Park and could explain the steady stream of visitors who poured over the Scottish Tourist 
Boards' Heritage Trail Display. few of whom left without free literature, a Chronicle or at least 
one of the Glasgow Association President's 'Miniature' Haggis. each one made by John 
Hamilton's professional hands. 

The Bridgeton Burns Club's five-foot etching of the head of Burns formed the centre piece. set 
off by greenery donated by the Glasgow Parks Department, nanked by diverse comment on the 
life of Burns and a montage illustrating the Jean Armour Burns Houses at Mauchline. The 
draped Canadian nag commemorated the anniversary of the 1979 Federation Conference in 
London, Ontario. What set out to be a public relations exercise proved to be just that and. to the 
surprise of all concerned. grossed in excess of one hundred pounds. 

With 170 Bands bringing over 3.000 musicians and countless enthusiastic adherents to 
Bellahouston, it was little wonder that the stall team. including venture scouts. left the Park 
happy and tired after a twelve hour stint and with a peculiar ringing in their ears that was to last 
for several days. 

Postscript 
Modesty obviously prescribed the writer of this account from including one very important item. 
But for his own professional expertise--he is an Architect-the general display would never 
have reached the very high standard it did in fact attain. 

The Federation is greatly indebted to Stuart Wallace for his painstaking efforts. Stuart is a Past 
President of Bridgeton Burns Club. The Club can rightly be proud of the part played by their 
distinguished member in this first ever 'meet the people' exercise staged by the Federation. 

G.:\. 

Left: The Burns Federation marquee, occupying a prime site, was one of the major attractions at the 
Championships. 
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BURNS BIBLIOGRAPHY 
By Professor G. Ross Roy 

University of South Carolina 

W ITH this issue it is proposed to begin an annual feature in the Burns Chronic/e--a column 
devoted to bibliographical and textual notes on Burns editions and Burnsiana. J. W. 

Egerer's Bibliography of Robert Burns, published in 1964, listed 1176 English editions of the 
poet's works, and 65 foreign language editions (including one into English!). But this enormous 
number by no means includes all the editions because, as Egerer says in his Preface, 'After 1802, 
I have included ... only "formal" editions, that is to say editions which claim to be complete ... ' 
Thus he did not include books such as The Selected Works of Robert Burns edited by Rhona 
Sutherland (Paisley, 1907) even though this work extends to 368 pages, and contains well over 
three hundred poems and songs. 

There are available to the scholar catalogues of various individual collections: the British 
Library Catalogue, the catalogues of the extensive collections in the Mitchell Library in Glasgow, 
and the Murison Collection in Dunfermline, as well as the National Union Catalogue which lists 
all library holdings in the United States and Canada. But no collection contains all of the known 
Burns editions, particularly when we consider the numerous re-printings of certain popular 
editions published in the nineteenth century. Thus it would seem to be useful to begin by listing 
material here which is not included in Egerer's bibliography. As unrecorded editions are 
constantly turning up, I shall not assign an A, B, C to existing Egerer numbers, since an A 
assigned this year might become a B number by next year if Egerer's rationale is used for 
numbering. I hope that the additional listings will prove useful to librarians and scholars for their 
own purposes; more casual readers may find it interesting to see what an enormous popularity 
Burns enjoyed and continues to enjoy. 

I plan also to include notes on particular editions, notes on Burnsiana, and the like. Anyone 
having material to contribute to this column is requested to do so through the Editor of the Burns 
chronicle. 

NOTE: In 1966 I published a pamphlet in the University of South Carolina Department of 
English Bibliographical Series entitled Robert Burns. Of the I 04 entries, 71 were editions which 
were not in Egerer. This pamphlet is available to scholars in larger libraries so I shall not include 
these editions. At least one location is given for each book as a help for readers who may wish 
further information about it. Where a book is listed in the National Union Catalogue it will not be 
shown as in any particular American or Canadian library; readers are referred to the NUC for 
this information. Abbreviations for locations are as follows: 

M Mitchell Library, Glasgow 
NUC National Union Catalogue 
GRR G. Ross Roy, University of South Carolina 

1801 Miscellanea Perthensis, 1801. Containing a Number of Pieces in Prose and Verse, and 
Extracts from New Publications of Merit. Perth: Printed by R. Morison, for Will. 
Morison. 180 I. [ii]+ 218 pp. M 

This publication contains about two thirds of the material which appeared earlier that 
year in Poems Ascribed to Robert Burns (Egerer 57) which, in addition to The Jolly 
Beggars, The Kirk's Alarm and Holy Willie's Prayer (none of them there first 
published), contained first publications of several poems by Burns. Of the three 
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previously published poems, only The Jolly Beggars appears in the Miscellanea. 
Currie, in his 1800 collected edition, had excluded all three poems; perhaps the 
Morisons were afraid that the anti-clerical bias in the two poems which they excluded 
would be harmful to sales in the conservative climate of Perth. 

1801 Poems Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. By Robert Burns. In Two Volumes ... Berwick 
upon Tweed: Printed by H. Richardson, for J. White & Co. Boston United States. 
America. GRR 

This is Egerer 53, variant 2. Egerer does not note that Vol. II reads: Berwick upon 
Tweed: Printed by H. Richardson, for J. White & Co. Boston United States of 
America. 1801. 

1809. The Works of Robert Burns. A New Edition. Edinburgh: Printed by Oliver & Boyd. 
1809. xii+[l3]-214pp. GRR 

Frontispiece of Burns 's ( ?) cottage. This is an unrecorded variant of Egerer 117, both 
of whose states read: Printed by and for Oliver & Boyd. 

1822 The Poetical Works of Robert Burns, Including the Pieces Published in his 
Correspondence and Reliques ... London: Printed for T. Cadell, in the Strand; and A. 
Constable and Co; Manners and Miller; John Fairbairn; Adam Black; and W. 
Blackwood at Edinburgh; and G. Clark, at Aberdeen. 1822. xii+ xxvii + 528 pp. M 

This is either a variant of Egerer 260 or the transcription is incorrect in Egerer, where 
the imprint reads: Printed for T. Cadell and W. Davies. Both of the copies I have 
examined read simply: Printed for T. Cadell. 

1827 The Works of Robert Burns: With an Accour.t of his Life, and a Criticism on his 
Writings. To which are Prefixed Some Observations on the Character and Condition of 
the Scottish Peasantry. By James Currie, M.D. A new edition, four volumes complete in 
one From the last edition of 1825. Philadelphia: J. Crissy. 1827. 
xv+ 180 + x + 258 pp. GRR 

The signatures are continuous. The first section contains poems and songs and a 
glossary; the second contains Currie's Life and a selection of the poet's 
correspondence. This edition contains an extra engraved title-page and a frontispiece 
portrait of Burns. The four volumes mentioned refer, of course, to the edition from 
which this one was taken, not the present volume. Exactly which edition Crissy was 
referring to is uncertain; there are no known four-volume editions of Burns published 
anywhere in 1825, unless one considers the Jones edition (four volumes in one, Egerer 
298). In 1828 J. Crissy and J. Grigg reissued the 1827 edition (Egerer 321) and Egerer 
claims this to be a reissue of 308 (New York, 1826). I do not know on what authority 
this claim is made, but I think it unlikely because the arrangement of the two editions 
is totally different; furthermore the New York edition is taken from The Poetical 
Works of Robert Burns published by James Thomson (London, 1819-Egerer 226) as 
we see from the Preface to the New York edition. It may be said that the 1827 edition 
was the first of several issued by the firm. Furthermore it was previously thought that 
the first Burns edition came from the partnership of J. Crissy and J. Grigg, but we now 
know that Crissy alone issued the first edition, if the volume is indeed the first. Crissy 
and Grigg issued Burns editions between 1828 and 1834, in 1835 Crissy was again on 
his own, and then in 1848 a volume appeared under the imprint of Crissy and 
Markley. The last dated edition under this imprint appeared in 1851. 

61 



1851 The Poetical Works of Robert Burns: Including Several Pieces not Inserted in Dr. 
Currie 's Edition: Exhibited under a New Plan of Arrangement, and Preceded by a Life of 
the Author: With Notes, and a Complete Glossary. Boston: Phillips, Samson and 
Company ... 1851. 524 pp. GRR 

This is a reissue of Egerer 528 (Boston, 1850). Egerer calls for reissues in 1852, 1853, 
1854. 1855, 1856, 1857, 1859 and finally in 1866 when the edition had been taken 
over by Crosby & Ainsworth. There may have been editions during any year between 
1850 and 1866. 

1854 The Complete Works of Robert Burns: Containing his Poems. Songs, and 
Correspondence; With a New Life of the Poet, and Notices, Critical and Biographical. By 
Allan Cunningham. Boston: Phillips, Samson, and Company. 1854. Ix, [61}-542 pp. 

GRR 

This is a reissue from the same plates of the edition of 1852 (Egerer 551 ). The work 
was reissued after 1852 as follows: 1853 (Egerer 564); 1855; 1858 (Egerer 612); 1859 
(Egerer 622); 1860 (Egerer 636); 1866 (Egerer 697); 1873; 1875; 1876 (Egerer 776); 
1882 (Egerer 814); nd (New York); nd (New York and Cincinnati). Those editions 
which are not in Egerer are listed in more detail under the date of publication. 

1855 The Complete Works of Robert Burns ... Boston: Phillips, Samson, and Company; New 
York: J.C. Derby. 1855. NUC 

A reissue of the edition of 1854 above. 

1857 The Works of Robert Burns; with a Complete Life of the Poet, and an Essay on His 
Genius and Character, by Professor Wilson. Also Numerous Notes, Annotations, and 
Appendices. Embellished by an Extensive Series of Portraits and Landscape Illustrations. 
In Two Volumes. Vol. I [II]. Blackie and Son: Frederick Street, Glasgow; South College 
Street, Edinburgh; and Warwick Square, London. MDCCCLVII. GRR 

An unrecorded reissue of the edition of 1843 (Egerer 450). Egerer lists sixteen reissues 
between 1846 and 1878. but it is quite possible that there were issues almost every year 
since all the firm had to do was to change the date on the title-page. 

1858 The Works of Robert Burns ... MDCCCLVIII GRR 
Another unrecorded reissue of Egerer 450. Identical, except for the date on the title
page. with the edition listed above. 

1865 The Poetical Works of Robert Burns. With a Sketch of the Author's Life. Vol. I [II. III]. 
Boston: Little. Brown. and Company. 1865. GRR 

Egerer 66 7. Issued also in an edition limited to I 00 numbered copies. The verso of the 
title-page of Vol. I bears the limitation information. whereas Vols. II and III bear 
copyright information. 

1866 The Poetical Works of Robert Burns. 3 vols. London: Bell and Daldy. 1866. GRR 
A limited edition of this set was published bearing the following statement: '250 copies 
printed before stereotyping for subscribers only.' One hundred of these were consigned 
to the United States. numbered I to 100. Egerer (690) does not mention this limitation. 

1873. The Complete Works of Robert Burns ... Boston: Lee and Shepard; New York: Lee. 
Shepard & Dillingham. 1873. GRR 

A reissue of the edition of 1854 above. Probably this year the same combination of 

62 



publishers issued an edition containing 405 pages, and printed in Great Britain. 

1875. The Complete Works of Robert Burns ... Boston: Lee and Shepard; New York: Lee. 
Shepard, & Dillingham. 1875. NUC 

A reissue of the edition of 1854 above. 

1884. The Poetical Works of Robert Burns: With all the Correspondence and Notes by Allan 
Cunningham. Illustrated. Boston: DeWolfe, Fiske & Company. 1884. 584 pp. GRR 

In spite of its title this volume is really a collected edition of the poet's works, based on 
the oft-reprinted Cunningham edition. The work contains a 17-page Memoir, poems, 
songs, general correspondence, Burns's correspondence with George Thomson, 
letters to Clarinda, and the poet's first commonplace book. This additional material 
occupies pages 340-584. 

1885 The Poetical Works of Robert Burns: Songs. With a Prefatory Notice, Biographical and 
Critical. By Joseph Skipsey. New York: James Pott & Co. 1885. 354 pp. GRR 

This edition is identical to the London edition of the same year (Egerer 832) except for 
the title-page; like that edition part of the title-page is in red, and the text is enclosed in 
a red border throughout. 

1893. Poems Songs and Letters Being the Complete Works of Robert Burns. Edited from the 
Best Printed and Manuscript Authorities with Glossarial Index and a Biographical 
Memoir by Alexander Smith. London and New York: Macmillan and Co. 1893. 
[!xiv]+ 636 pp. GRR 

This edition was first published in 1868 (Egerer 715) as The Globe Edition and was 
frequently reprinted. The 1893 edition was not sold as the Globe Edition, but the 
name was not discontinued, and later editions used it. The contents remained the same 
whether the name Globe was used or not. By 1870 a 13-page Chronological Table 
was added, increasing the original number of preliminary pages from 48 to 64. 
Although listed in Egerer (726) no copy of the 1869 edition was available for 
consultation; it may be that this edition first had the expanded preliminaries. 

1900 The Globe Edition. Poems Songs and Letters Being the Complete Works of Robert 
Burns. Edited ... by Alexander Smith. London: Macmillan and Co., Limited; New York: 
The Macmillan Company. 1900. GRR 

An unrecorded reprint of the 1870 Globe Edition (Egerer 740). See note under 1893. 

1904. The Globe Edition. Poems Songs and Letters Being the Complete Works of Robert 
Burns. Edited ... by Alexander Smith. London: Macmillan and Co., Limited; New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 1904. GRR 

An unrecorded reprint of the 1870 Globe Edition (Egerer 740). See note under 1893. 

1910 The Globe Edition. Poems Songs and Letters Being the Complete Works of Robert 
Burns. Edited ... by Alexander Smith. London: Macmillan and Co .. Limited. 1910. GRR 

An unrecorded reprint of the 1870 Globe Edition (Egerer 740l. See note under 1893. 

1913 The Poetical Works of Robert Burns. Edited with Biographical Introduction by Charles 
Annandale M.A. LLD. Music Harmonized by Harry Colin Miller M.A. Mus. B. Pictures 
by Claude A. Shepperson. Volume One [Two, Three. Four). London MCMXIII. The 
Gresham Publishing Company Thirty-four and Thirty-five Southampton Street Strand. 

GRR 
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This is an unrecorded reissue from the same plates of the edition of 1909 (Egerer 949). 
The title-page is partly in red. 

1927 The Globe Edition. Poems Songs and Letters Being the Complete Works of Robert 
Burns. Edited ... by Alexander Smith. London: Macmillan and Co., Limited. 1927. GRR 

An unrecorded reprint of the 1870 Globe Edition (Egerer 740). See note under 1893. 

nd [c. 1882] The Complete Works of Robert Burns .. . New York: D. Appleton and Company. 
nd. GRR 

A reissue of the edition of 1854 above. Since Appleton issued this volume in 
1882 (Egerer 814) it is likely that this edition came out at about the same time. 

nd [c. 1890] The Complete Works of Robert Burns 
Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. nd. 

New York: Francis B. Felt & Co.; 
GRR 

A reissue of the edition of 1854 above. By the time the later printings appeared 
the plates were badly worn. 

Angus Wilson, President of Birnbeck Burns Club, Weston super Mare, with the Mayor of Weston 
super Mare, Burnsian Tom Tait, Immediate Past President Jim Dickson, Vice-President Bill Le 
Breton, Treasurer Wilf Lyons, Secretary Stan Chivers, Croupier Stuart Galley and their ladies, on St. 
Andrew's Day 1980. Photo: Weston Mercury. 
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Burns Festival, 1980 

T HE Burns Festival continues to flourish. 
View points differ as to its attracting visi

tors to the Burns Country, whilst the Scottish 
Tourist Board feel that they ought now to 
withdraw and let the contributing authorities 
organise and publicise the Festival on their 
own. Feeling is strong that the Tourist Board 
should continue its guiding hand. 

Of the three participating local authorities
aided by Strathclyde Regional Council-two 
are involved in tourism as a major source of 
income and it is natural that they measure suc
cess in terms of visitors and tourists attracted 
to their districts in what is considered to be 
'out of season.' Surprisingly, it is the third 
authority, based on industry, which seems to 
attract the more exotic visitors. 

As in the past, the Burns Festival has a large 
leavening of non-Burns material; the recipe 
being a little Burns with a covering of light en
tertainment. Over the years, there can be no 
doubt that one of the most successful items in 
the Festival has been the Children's Verse
Speaking Competition. Each district holds its 
local heats and a grand finale is held on a rotat
ing basis in each of the areas. Even high 
drama here has its humour ... Some of the 
lads were more suited to the sports field than 
to verse-reading but, good luck to them, they 
took their turn on the dais and spouted. One 
sturdy lad forgot his lines and, as the audience 
gave a sympathetic round of applause, he 
wiped the tears from his eyes, threw himself 
into his chair and whispered to his equally 
sturdy friend: 'If you laugh, I'll kill you.' 

The standards of speaking have been ex
tremely high but judges must have a difficult 
time when faced with elocution-trained 
children on one hand and unskilled triers on 
the other. Amazingly, Burns' poetry can cope 
with this. 

Kyle and Carrick rightly take the view that 
the Burns Festival can be used to help local 
organisations and their Ho(1· Fair does just that 
when many charitable organisations in Ayr 
meet in Rozelle on the opening Saturday and 
offer to the assembled thousands attractive 

items or games of chance . . . the profits all 
going to good causes. Burns would not have 
quarreled with that. Nor can it be bad that 
people flock to theatres and concert halls to 
hear popular singers and Scots comedians
they get pleasure there and the theatres con
tinue their difficult existence. 

I cannot but feel that the influence of John 
Cairney is badly missed. He had all the necess
ary talents of expertise, know-how, push, pull 
... name it, he had it. There was a magnetism 
about the man that gave purpose and glamour 
to the Festival. Perhaps we shall have him 
back with us again as performer rather than 
artistic director. 

All, however, is not light entertainment in 
the Festival. One of the most enjoyable items 
has been the Burns Symposium. Over the years 
some of the most experienced (and entertain
ing) speakers in the country have appeared on 
this platform. 1980 was no exception when, in 
the Long Gallery of Dean Castle, Kilmarnock, 
the panel comprised the Rev. James Currie, 
Albert Finlayson, Miss Claire Liddell and the 
Secretary of the Burns Federation. To the high 
humour of the Rev. James ('it isn't so much 
what he says, it's how he says it') was added 
the scholarly research of Past-President Albert 
Finlayson. Miss Claire Liddell was something 
different from anything which had preceded 
her in the Festival. She is as delightfully able 
as an actress as she is a musician. Aided by 
recordings of Miss Patti Duncan and by the 
magic of her own piano-playing, Miss Liddell 
was indeed a tour de force. 

What made this Symposium different was 
that Chairman Kenneth Foulis organised his 
speakers so that. after a break for tea, there 
was ample time, the first ever, for audience 
participation. The exchange between audience 
and panel developed into an outraged Claire 
Liddell accusing the Secretary of the Federa
tion of chauvinism in his stand that Highland 
Mary, Mary Morrison. Clarinda. and Maria 
Riddell were Burns' /dee of womanhood 
rather than real live personages or recipients 
of his passion. 
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The field was then left clear from Professor 
Lide! of Uppsala University who had left his 
wife at the Holy Fair so that he might attend 
something more solid. He delighted the au
dience with his comparison of Burns with 
Gustave Froding-the Swedish poet who 
loved 'cognac and women' but who had been 
so much influenced by Burns in his use of 
honest speech and freedom of expression. The 
floor was then given to Professor Lide! and the 

fun waxed furiously. 
At the end of the Symposium there was 

scarcely time to re-arrange the Gallery for the 
Children's Verse Speaking finals ... and who 
turned up again but Professor Lide!. His wife 
deserted and in the hands of some Kilmarnock 
worthies. he failed to return to Ayr the same 
day he had left. Exactly what the Burns 
Festival is all about. 

J.F.W.T. 

Producing Scotch Whisky 
by Ian Wilson 

SCOTCH Whisky can be distilled only in Scotland although attempts have been made in 
various parts of the world to reproduce its unique flavour. None of them have succeeded 

due to the fact that only in Scotland are all the natural ingredients present which give Scotch 
Whisky its unique characteristics. It is the soft stream water, the peat smoke and clear air which 
impart to Scotch Whiskies their individual flavours. 

There are two types of Scotch Whisky, malt whisky which is made from malted barley only 
and the lighter grain whisky which is produced when malted barley is mashed with other cereals 
and then mixed with unmalted barley. Originally local cereals were used for distilling, but today 
most of the cereals are imported. 

Malt Whisky 
Malt whisky is the original whisky of Scotland, being produced in pot stills by a process which 
has remained virtually unchanged since Scotch Whisky was first made. Basically, the majority of 
the malt distilleries. 130 or so. can be located in four district regions. Those north of the line from 
Greenock to Dundee produce Highland ~1alt Whisky whilst those south of that line produce 
Lowland Malt Whisky. The other two groups are on the island of Islay and around the town of 
Campbeltown in the \foll of Kintyre. The malt whisky produced by each distillery has its own 
unique characteristics. 

The making of malt whisky may be broken down into three stages: germination. fermentation 
and distillation. 

Prior to germination the ripe grains of barley are passed through cleaning machinery to 
remove any dust. The barley is then soaked in water from a local stream for two or three days 
until it has become soft. It is then spread over the malting floor where germination commences. 
this stage taking between eight and twelve days. The speed of germination is controlled by the 
barley being turned about three times a day to prevent the formation of mould. The barley is 
turned with large wooden shovels to prevent the grain being bruised. During germination the 
grain sprouts and the starch within the barley begins to be converted into sugar to feed the new 
shoots. The germination is halted by drying in a kiln to prevent the sugar from being consumed. 
By this time the malted barley is termed green malt. The kiln in which the green malt is dried is 
heated by a peat fire and the aroma of the burning peat. when it has been absorbed by the barley. 
is to a large part responsible for the characteristic flavour of malt Scotch Whisky. The dried malt 
is transferred from the kiln to large bins where it is left for three or four weeks to cool. The green 
malt. now cool. is sent to the mill where it is crushed. after which it is known as grist. and mixed 
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with hot water to extract the sugar. The sweet liquid is drained off and cooled while the residue is 
taken away and used as cattle food. 

After cooling. the liquid, now known as wort, passes to the tun room for fermenting. The tuns 
themselves are great wooden vessels, up to eighteen feet high and twelve feet across and may 
hold as much as 12,000 gallons. It is at this stage that the fermenting agent, yeast, is added to 
convert the sugar into raw spirit. The fermentation takes about 48 hours. The liquid or wash 
then contains about 10 % alcohol, together with some yeast and the by products of fermentation. 
It is now ready to pass to the pot still. 

During production. malt whisky is distilled twice, initially in the wash still and then in the 
spirit still. Both the stills are large copper vessels and normally stand side by side. In the wash 
still. which is heated by an open fire, the crude whisky is separated from the wash leaving behind 
the yeast and other impurities. During heating the wash is constantly agitated by a rummager 
which consists of four rotating arms carrying copper chain mesh which are dragged around the 
bottom of the still to prevent solid particles of the wash from sticking to the copper and burning. 
This is another of the processes which many people think has a marked impact on the ultimate 
character of the whisky. The alcohol from the wash still is called low wine or foreshots. When 
there is no more alcohol left in the still the process ceased and the residue is removed. The low 
wines. which still contain impurities, are then redistilled in the spirit still. It is here that the skill 
of the still man is put to the test. It is the still man's responsibility to decide when to switch the 
flow of spirit into the spirit receiver which is particularly important as the first and last runs from 
the spirit still are not considered to reach a sufficiently high standard. The first and last runs are 
retained and returned for further distillation with the next batch of low wines from the wash 
still. 

The newly-distilled whisky. which is from 115° to 120° proof. is pumped from the spirit 
receiver to the spirit store. At this stage it is colourless, extremely pungent and fiery. It is reduced 
in strength by the addition of local water to about 110° proof before being run into casks and 
allowed to mature. The water used obviously has a great influence on the ultimate taste of the 
malt whisky. The casks are stored in what are termed Bonded warehouses under the constant 
supervision of the Customs & Excise officers and the warehousekeeper. The casks are made of 
oak which has the natural attribute of allowing the spirit to breath without leaking. as essential 
part of the maturation process, which will produce in time a smooth yellow whisky. 

Grain Whisky 
The process by which grain whisky is produced is of comparatively recent ongm. In the 
production of grain whisky the distillation takes place in a patent or Coffey still. This still was 
invented by Aeneas Coffey. formally an Inspector General of Excise in Ireland. in the I 830's. 
The major advantages of the Coffey still over the pot still are that it can produce whisky more 
quickly. cheaply. and by a continuous process. It was the introduction of the Coffey still that led 
to the blending of grain whisky with malt whisky to give the popular blended Scotch Whiskies 
that we know today. 

The cereal used in the production of grain whisky is normally maize mixed with a small 
quantity of malted barley. The initial stages of the process are similar to those used in the 
production of malt whisky. The barley is soaked. spread out and allowed to germinate so that the 
conversion of starch to sugar takes place. but the green malt is not dried over a peat fire. This 
means that the flavour of the peat smoke is absent from the finished product. The maize is 
crushed and cooked at a temperature of I 40°C to break up the starch. It is then transferred to a 
mash tun. The green malt. which has also been crushed. is adde::I at the carefully measured rate 
of one part to five of the unmalted cereal. Hot water is added to the grist. the mixture is stirred 
and as before the sugar is extracted and the sweet liquid drained off. 

The fermenting of the wort with the yeast is also carried out in much the same way as with 
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malt whisky and with the same results, but from then on the process is radically different. 
The Coffey still consists of two linked copper columns, each about 40 feet high; they are the 

analyser and the rectifier. Each is divided into chambers by horizontally placed perforated copper 
plates. Steam is led into the base of the first column, the analyser, through the perforated copper 
plates and is then led by a linking pipe into the rectifier. The wash is continually pumped into the 
top of the rectifier and runs down it in a coiled copper pipe and then through a connecting wash 
pipe into the top of the analyser. As the wash moves down chamber by chamber the rising steam 
prevents it from passing through the perforations in the copper plates and the level of the wash 
rises until it reaches the opening of a drip pipe set just above the level of the plate in each 
chamber. The wash descends chamber by chamber until by the time it reaches the base of the 
analyser all the alcohol which it contained has been vaporised by the steam. The vaporised 
alcohol and steam rise up through the analyser and pass down the connecting vapour pipe to the 
base of the rectifier. They then rise up the rectifier chamber by chamber, heating the new 
incoming wash and in their turn being cooled so that condensation takes place. The ingenuity of 
this process lies in the fact that the vapours that heat the wash are in turn condensed by the wash. 
Another important point is that the progressive condensation of the vaporised alcohol, as it 
passes up through the rectifier, ensures that the alcohol that reaches the top is almost pure. The 
first alcohols to appear at the top of the rectifier, termed foreshots, are removed and sent back to 
the analyser which leaves the comparatively pure spirit to be drawn off into the receiver. It is the 
stillman's job to decide when the foreshots have finished. Like pot still whisky, the grain whisky 
is reduced in strength by the addition of local water before being passed into barrels for 
maturation. 

BLENDING OF WHISKY 

Under clause 243 of the Customs & Excise Act 1952 spirits described as Scotch Whisky shall not 
be deemed to correspond to that description unless they have been obtained by distillation in 
Scotland from a mash of cereal grain saccharified by the diastase of malt and have been matured 
in warehouse in cask for a period of at least three years. However, since this Act was passed it 
has become the practice of blenders to use only whiskies which have matured for four years or 
more due to the influence of the American market where four years is the legal period of 
maturation for Scotch Whisky. 

By far the greater proportion of whisky consumed is blended whisky and even in Scotland the 
proportion of single malt drunk is comparatively small. Recently there has been a steady rise in 
the availability and the consumption of single malt whiskies throughout the world; however, 
they still account for a comparatively small proportion of the total market. Grain whisky is 
hardly ever drunk unblended. 

It is the marrying together of the single whiskies produced by a number of different distilleries 
which form the final blended whisky which reaches the public in bottles. The blending process is 
shrouded in mystery and the constituents of a blend are a secret, closely guarded by the blender. 
The exact proportions of grain to malt are known only to the blender. It is generally believed that 
the popular blends may contain from 80% grain and 20% malt to 60% grain and 40% malt. 
There may be as many as thirty different whiskies used in the one single blend. Blending itself is 
a comparatively simple process. The required whiskies are assembled from the various 
distilleries and emptied into blending troughs which run into large vats. When in the vats the 
whiskies are roused by compressed air, after which the blend is stored in oak casks for at least six 
months. It is then, after the blending and before the bottling that the artificial caramel colour is 
added. The purpose of adding colouring is to maintain the evenness of colour which the 
consumer has come to expect. The pure whiskies are colourless, the traditional reason for the 
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whisky colour being the absorption of a small quantity of sherry which had been held in the 
casks prior to their being used for the maturation of the Scotch Whisky. Even if there were 
sufficient sherry casks for the maturation of all Scotch Whisky, this would be an unsatisfactory 
method of colourisation as each cask would tend to give a colour of different intensity. This 
would be unsatisfactory to the consumer. The matter of colouring is very important to the 
blender and many of them employ experts who, with the aid of spectrometers. colorimeters and 
tintometers ensure that their product remain constant in colour as well as flavour. The amount of 
caramel that goes into the whisky is insignificant and does not alter the taste in any way. Once 
the whisky has reached this stage it is ready for bottling and the process is complete. It is 
important to realise that by law the age on a bottle of blended Scotch Whisky is the age of the 
youngest whisky in the blend. 

Specialised Blenders 
Specialised Blenders, as a Company was formed in the summer of 1980. although each of the 
Directors had behind them many years experience in the Scotch Whisky Industry , mainly on the 
brokerage side of the business but embracing many other aspects at the same time. 

1t had always been the aim of the Director to produce a blended Whisky of such excellent 
quality that it would be received with enthusiasm by Members of Burns Clubs who are well 
known as the most discriminating Whisky drinkers in the world. 

The name of the blend 'The Immortal Memory' had been decided on, as far back as 1972, and 
although from time to time experiments with various blends of Whiskies were carried out it was 
not until 1979 that serious attempts were made to produce a really outstanding blend and this 
was eventually achieved by using eight year old grain and malt Whiskies to give the mellow 
flavour. 1t was also found to have greater smoothness by increasing the proof strength from the 
usual 70° to 75°. So early in 1980 'The Immortal Memory' was established and Specialised 
Blenders was set up to deal with the marketing and development of the product. 

A close association with the Burns Federation had always been one of the main aims of the 
Company and over the past six months many steps have been taken to establish this relationship. 
which we sincerely hope will be a long lasting one. We are dedicated to provide the type of 
service. to all our Clients, which sadly seems to have disappeared in so many areas over the 
years. We believe that close co-operation with the Federation can be of lasting benefit for both. 
particularly in the field of sponsorship. which we have agreed , will be our main form of 
advertising . 

For the future we intend to go even further 'up market' with a twelve year old blend , if 
possible, once again linked with Robert Burns. We wish to establish a name for quality and 
service and we believe this can be best achieved at the top end of the scale and not among the 
standard brands. 

'Bonnie Doon ' Burns Club 842 Officers for 1981- 82 
Back row (I to r)--Mrs . A. Staples (convenor). J. 
Blyth (treasurer). Mrs. N. Daroch (secretary), and 
Mrs. M. Cassidy (convenor). 
Front row-Miss J. Brooks (secretary), Pres. , J. Lit 
tle and Mrs. J. Little (convenor). Absent from pic
ture-Mr. W . Lambie (vice Pres.). 
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The women in Bums's poems and songs: 
the poet as liberationist. 

THE life and loves of Robert Burns have 
often been discussed, in popular tale and 

academic discussion. The impression left in 
many minds is of a Scottish Lothario whose 
love affairs were mere conquests, devoid of 
lasting feeling or affection. In his poetry, 
which was a constant reflection of his life, 
women played a major role: but it was a role 
of many parts, and Burns's women, although 
tht:y included lovestruck heroines like 
Clarinda or even Mary Campbell, for the 
most part stand out as flesh and blood 
characters, challenging fate and fighting ill 
fortune. For Burns women were not just 
objects of desire, devoid of will or responses; 
on the contrary they were the female 
equivalent of his independent, honest man. 
At all times Burns avoided the two poles of 
general attitudes to women: treating them 
with contempt, or that more subtle form of 
denigration, placing them on a pedestal. 
Indeed in an oppressive age in which women, 
especially poor women, suffered most, 
Burns's poetry can be seen as a plea for them 
to be treated as individuals in their own right. 
Sheila Rowbotham has pointed out that 'the 
idea of revolution and the idea of free love' 
have very important implications for 
women's liberation. 1 Burns supported both 
these ideas,2 and while this latter concept is 
very much of the twentieth century-even in 
its milder eighteenth century version it was 
usually treated with derision-the germ of 
the notion has always been present, awaiting 
only a more favourable climate. 

Burns was a peasant, and the angle of his 
vision is significantly different from that of 
any other writer of his age; his social origins 
and the circumstances of his rise to fame give 
his portrayals of women a particular interest. 
The majority of women in Burns's poetry 
were the ordinary folks of the countryside. 
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His view of the manor was from the plough 
until his poetry won him entry inside the 
castle walls. The success of his poetry also 
took him to the big cities, to Edinburgh in 
particular, where he met the Scottish literati 
and the ladies of the nation's capital. There 
he made the contacts that secured for him 
employment as an exciseman, but he was 
never to gain that independence as a writer 
that was his dearest ambition. Burns spent 
the last few years of his life diligently 
pursuing offenders against His Majesty's 
customs laws, but with much more relish 
applying his genius to the re-writing and re
arranging of the songs he had been collecting 
in his travels. These songs are a 
contribution to Scottish folksongs as great as 
his contribution to Scottish poetry. Many of 
them he learned from peasant women, who 
thus made their voices felt beyond the 
boundaries of the parish. 

Bums's best poetry and songs tell of the 
simple pleasures and concerns of his kinsmen 
and peers. The women in these works are 
the wives and daughters of small farmers, 
shepherds or labourers, employed in the 
fields or in the rural industries of spinning and 
weaving, sometimes as servant girls. His 
poetry dealing with wealthier women, where 
he is not indicting their frivolity, is generally 
stilted and of little note, especially when 
compared to the warmth with which he treats 
the women whose battle for subsistence he 
shared. His women appear in the traditional 
roles of sweethearts, wives and mothers, and 
in this regard Bums paints a fairly 
conventional picture, albeit with a particular 
sympathy and sensitivity. But Bums also 
supported the rights of women to choose their 
own husbands and to enjoy sex on the same 
basis as men. These again, especially the 
former, are conventional themes of 



eighteenth century literature: what makes 
Bums unique is his attempt to get inside the 
female psychology and have his verses 
spoken or sung by the women. It is this, 
within the context of Bums's broader 
democratic ideals, that gives this aspect of 
his work particular interest. 

Nevertheless, it would be easy for a 
superficial observer of Bums's life and 
poetry to condemn him, to use the current 
terminology, as a 'male chauvinist'. As a 
teenager he founded the Tarbolton 
Bachelor's Club, in Edinburgh he was an 
enthusiastic member of the drinking club that 
went under the name of the Crochallan 
Fencibles, and for most of his adult life he 
was a member of that most male chauvinistic 
of all organisations-outside the Catholic 
Church-the Freemasons. Readers of his 
letters have been scandalised by that which 
he wrote to his friend Robert Ainslie in 
March 17 8 8 boasting of the way he had used 
his penis to reconcile the eight month 
pregnant Jean Armour to her unwedded 
fate. 3 Admirers of the poet have perhaps 
been even more dismayed on reading his 
poem entitled 'The Rights of Woman' 
(K390)4 to find that these 'rights' 
degenerate from Protection and Decorum to 
Admiration. Burns spent the great part of 
his life fighting against the prejudices of his 
time, but he could not escape all of them. 
More remarkable than Bums's acceptance of 
aspects of a male dominated society was his 
willingness to break through it. This he did 
in many of his poems and songs. 

To many people Burns is best known for 
his love songs, and these range through the 
age-old passions of hope, longing, departure, 
despair and disappointment. His imagery is 
often taken from nature, as in such well 
known favourites as 'Afton Water' (K257), 
'The Banks o' Doon' (K328B) or 'A red, red 
Rose' (K453). None of these has the 
personal intensity, however, of 'Ca' the 
yowes to the knowes' (K456B) 'Oh wertthou 
in the cauld blast' (K524) or 'Ay waukin O' 
(K287). The striking feature about this last 
song is that the words are sung by the woman. 
This is a device frequently used by Burns. 
His attempts to represent the feelings of the 

woman gives many of his songs in particular 
a special quality and this 'feminine-identity' 
characterises some of his best verses. 
Perhaps only a woman can tell how success
fully Burns represents the female 
psychology, but the fact of the intention is 
significant. 

For most women in the eighteenth 
century, however, aristocratic or peasant, 
love was only second to the arranged 
marriage. With only one exception Burns 
takes the side of the woman on this question: 
he pleads the case for the daughter's feelings 
against the parents' will, and praises the 
merits of the local lad against the laird. The 
poet makes no doubt about his feelings when 
he advises a female friend on the subject of 
her loved one, Willie Chalmers (Kl 12): 

Some gapin' glowrin' countra laird, 
May warsle for your favour; 

May claw his lug, and straik his beard, 
And host up some palaver. 

My bonie maid, before ye wed 
Sic clumsy-witted hammers, 

Seek Heaven for help, and barefit skelp 
Awa' wi' Willie Chalmers. 

while the dilemma of the young woman 
awakening to love he portrays in 'Tam Glen' 
(K236): 

My heart is a breaking, dear Tittie, 
Some counsel unto me come Jen'; 

To anger them a' is a pity, 
Butwhatwi!IIdowi'TamGlen?-

l'm thinking, wi' sic a braw fellow, 
In poortith I might mak a fen': 

What care I in riches to wallow, 
If I mauna marry Tam Glen.-

In only one of his poems, 'Hey for a lass wi' a 
tocher' (K516), does Burns seem to favour 
material interests, and when he sent this song 
to the publisher Thompson its sentiments 
elicited his surprise.5 In 'The Country Lass' 
(K369) Burns does not allow the realistic 
advice of the 'dame in wrinkled eild' to win 
her over. Although warned that 'It's plenty 
beets the lover's fire' and that 'a hungry 
care's an unco care', she still prefers her 
Robie: 

0 gear will buy me rigs o' land 
And gear will buy me sheep and 

kye 
But tender heart o' leesome Ioove, 
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The gowd and siller cannie buy 
We may be poor, Robie and I, 

Light is the burden Loove lays on; 
Content and Loove bring peace and joy 

What mair hae queens upon a 
throne 

More light-hearted courtship is treated in 
'My love she's but a lassie yet' (K193) and 
'I'm o'er young to Marry Yet' (K195), while 
the theme of the protector from the foggy 
foggy dew appears in 'Wha is that at my 
bower door' (K356) and 'The bonie lass 
madethe bed tome' (K571). In 'Last Maya 
braw wooer cam down the Jang glen' (K503) 
satire, romance and a comic finale combine 
in a humour and lilting melody that can only 
be Scottish. Fun, sheer joy and shrewd 
observation make 'The Holy Fair' (K70) a 
superb study of a farming community when 
released from the sweat of the plough and the 
shadow of the factor. Fun wins the day over 
Superstition and Hypocrisy, and courtship 
and romance interchange with chance 
meeting and planned assignation: 

There's some are fou o' love divine; 
There's some are fou o' brandy; 

An monie jobs that day begin, 
May end in Houghmagandie 

Some ither day. 

Burns's treatment of marriage, like that of 
love and courtship, is fairly conventional: 
there can be no doubting his sincerity when 
he wrote to Dr. Blacklock (K273B) 

To make a happy fireside clime 
To weans and wife, 

That's the true Pathos and Sublime 
of Human Life.-

From his childhood memories he drew the 
idealised picture of 'The Cotter's Saturday 
Night' (K72), where the mother watches 
carefully over the welfare of her children, 
particularly young Jessie, feeling the pangs 
of first love. The sturdy independence of the 
peasant finds a more belligerent expression 
in 'I hae a wife o' my ain' (K361 ), while the 
collie dog Luath in 'The Twa Dogs' (K71) 
shows his big friend Caesar how the poor 
folks with their 'grushie weans, an' faithfu' 
wives' create their own culture of hope in a 
grim environment. Burns knew only too 
well of the struggle for survival that was the 
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main fact oflife for most people in Europe in 
the eighteenth century. In this struggle man 
and woman worked shoulder to shoulder, 
and Burns did not conceal the injustices that 
made 'weepin wives and helpless offspring 
mourn' (K64). Too often children could be 
less a joy than another mouth to feed, 
creating the fears and anxieties encapsulated 
in 'O that I had ne'er been mairried' (K604). 

Widowhood, fidelity and the loss of one's 
children in war are other aspects of married 
life reflected in Burns's verse. So too the 
termagant wife and her henpecked husband, 
common characters of folklore, whom Bums 
treats with humour. His attitude to the 
plight of the young woman married to an old 
man, her youth and adulthood sacrificed to 
greedy parents is tenderly portrayed in 'To 
Daunton me' (K209), while in 'What can a 
young lassie' (K347) revenge and not 
resignation is the advice offered. Burns was 
only too well aware of the tribulations of that 
not always blissful state, and yet possibly the 
greatest of all his songs is on the subject of 
marriage-'John Anderson my Jo' (K302) 
where the aging wife looks back on long years 
of contentment and friendship: 

John Anderson my jo, John, 
When we were first acquent, 

Your locks were like the raven, 
Your bony brow was brent; 

But now your brow is beld, John, 
Your locks are like the snaw; 

But blessings on your frosty pow, 
John Anderson my Jo. 

John Anderson my jo, John, 
We clamb the hill the gither, 

And monie a cantie day, John, 
We've had wi' ane anither; 

Now we maun totter down, John, 
And hand in hand we'll go; 

And sleep the gither at the foot, 
John Anderson my jo. 

The women in Burns's poems of love, 
courtship and marriage are the female 
equivalent of his 'honest man'. As he 
scorned the wealth and title around him so he 
scorned the affectations of silly women who 
sought attention in manners and dress; he 
derided coquetry, vanity and affectation (see 
especially 'To a Louse' (K83)) while the 
qualities he admired were good nature, good 



sense, honesty and wit.6 True to the ideals 
of the enlightened eighteenth century Burns 
sought freedom from the vices that derived 
from wealth and poverty. For himself he 
claimed to be 'contented wi' little and cantie 
wi' mair' (K471), and expressed the same 
goal for women in his song about 'Bessie and 
her Spinning Wheel' (K365): 

Wi' sma' to sell, and less to buy, 
Aboon distress, below envy, 
0 wha wad leave this humble state, 
For a' the pride of a' the Great? 
Amid their !lairing, idle toys, 
Amid their cumbrous, dinsome joys, 
Can they the peace and pleasure feel 
Of Bessy at her spinnin wheel! 

Burns never questions the institution of 
marriage; he does not favour adultery in his 
poems, nor does he advocate the double 
standard;' and while his women have the 
dignity of useful lives, they appear within the 
conventional framework. Nevertheless 
Burns the Christian rebel, the critic of 
political corruption and the advocate of 
man's equality of worth was too much in love 
with liberty to deny it to the female sex. One 
of these was a woman's right to make her own 
social choices. Intelligence in a woman he 
not only admitted, but admired. In one of 
his adolescent poems (Kl 1) and in one of his 
last poems, addressed to Chloris (K506), 8 

he emphasises the qualities of the woman's 
mind; on another occasion he addresses a 
tribute to his wife, part of which reads 
(K487): 

Something in ilka part o' thee 
To praise, to love, I find, 

But dear as is thy form to me, 
Still dearer is thy mind. 

It could in no way be claimed, however, 
that Burns conducted a campaign in this 
regard. Such was not the case in his 
celebration of sex: in marriage, in courtship 
or just forthe fun ofit. From his early songs 
like 'Corn Rigs' (KS) and 'Green grow the 
Rashes' (K45) he never abandoned the 
theme. Sex outside of marriage is doubtless 
as old as that institution itself: to the 
Christian it was a sin, as much for the 
enjoyment of it as the refusal to repent. 
Burns refused to curtail the expression of his 
enjoyment and he never repented. The 

Church was not amused. Burns drew the 
fire of the Holy Willies of the 
Houghmagandie Pack and answered them 
with a series of scathing anti-clerical satires: 
he attacked the hypocrisy of the rich and the 
cruelty of the calvinist inquisition, both of 
which weighed most heavily on women: 

Then gently scan your brother Man, 
Still gentler sister Woman; 

Tho' they may gang a kennin wrang 
To step aside is human. (K39) 

If there is an element of apology here there 
is none in two of his greatest poems, 'The 
Holy Fair' (K70) and the 'The Jolly Beggars' 
(K84). In the first the men in black can do 
nothing to dampen the fun as clerical 
exhortation is drowned in convivial 
consumption and carnal encounter. The 
'Jolly Beggars' goes beyond the pale of 
Church, State and the Protestant Ethic to 
celebrate the gathering of 'a merry core o' 
randie, gangrel bodies' gathered at Poosie 
Nancie's hostelry. Included among them is 
the Martial Chuck, the camp whore who 
refuses to be ground down by the life style she 
has chosen: 

I once was a Maid, tho' !cannot tell when, 
And still my delight is in properyoungmen: 
Some one of a troop of Dragoons was my 

dadie, 
No wonder I'm fond of a sodger laddie. 

The 'raucle carlin' on the other hand, regrets 
the death of her 'braw John highlandman', 
and can only console herself in drink. The 
beggars bring their festivities to an end by 
taking up the theme oflove and liberty to the 
tune 'Jolly mortals fill your glasses', while 
each verse resounds with the chorus: 

A fig for those by law protected! 
LIBERTY's a glorious feast! 
Courts for Cowards were erected, 
Churches built to please the PRIEST. 

Burns knew too much about poverty to 
really believe that the best things in life are 
free; but he also knew enough about poverty 
to deny pleasure where it was to be found. 
Conviviality, friendship and sex are values 
too easily lost in the search for material 
possessions-in the meantime, Burns might 
ask: 'Why should na poor folks mowe' 
(K395). For himself he boasted (Kl26): 
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Shame fa' the fun; wi' sword and gun 
To slap mankind like lumber! 

I sing his name, and nobler fame, 
Wha multiplies our number.9 

But too often the results of making love, in 
the eighteenth century and for a long time 
after were unwanted children. Always it 
was the woman who suffered: from the social 
stigma and wrath of the clergy, but above ~l 
from the loss of whatever economic 
independence she might have had. In all of 
his poems that deal with this subject Bums 
takes up the cause of the mother, or mother
to-be and insists in his poetry as he did in his 
own iife, that the father admit paternity by 
marriage or financial support. 

In the lines just quoted above, and in the 
bawdy poem 'the Libel Summons' (Kl09) 
Bums approaches the topic in a boastful, 
masculine manner; in 'Duncan Gray' 
(K204, K394) which has the father rocking 
the cradle-he converts it into a swaggering 
lyric. More typical, however, are the poems 
where Bums assumes the feelings of the 
seduced girl. In 'Bonie Dundee' (Kl 57) the 
young girl is proud of her bairn and looks 
forward to its soldier father's return. A 
rather forlorn optimism marks the plight of 
the pregnant lass who has been turned out of 
home by her father (K348): 

O weary winter soon will pass 
And spring will cleed the birken shaw 
And my young baby will be born 
And he'll be hame that's far awa 

'To the Weaver's gin ye go' (K194) is more 
by way of a cautionary tale, and while 
'Here's his health in water' (K583a, K583b) 
is resentful, the ending to the story of the 
bonnie lass who 'went out ae May morning' 
(K384) is a happy one: 

0 as ye maut, so maun ye brew, 
And as ye brew, so maun ye tun; 

But come to my arms, my ae bony lass, 
For ye never shall rue what ye now 

hae done! 

Bums fathered several children out of 
wedlock. He denied none of them and 
refused to accept this as a social disgrace. 
He welcomed the first of them in one of his 
most charming poems:' A Poet's Welcome to 
his love-begotten Daughter' (K60): 
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Welcome! my bonie sweet, wee Dochter! 
Tho' ye come here a wee unsought for; 
And tho' your coming I hae fought for, 

Baith Kirk and Queir, 
Yet, by my faith, ye're no unwrought for, 

That I shall swear! 
It is perhaps noteworthy that while Burns is 
here showing his contempt for Kirk and the 
Unco Guid, it is the birth of a daughter that 
he is celebrating. 

In the address to his 'bastart wean' Burns 
is at his most tender. The same poet, 
however, could just as easily tum to the 
broad humour of his bawdy works. 10 Yet 
even in this notorious preserve of male 
chauvinism Bums retains his sympathy for 
woman. Bums's affairs were often purely 
sensual, but the pleasures he celebrated in his 
verses were to be enjoyed by the woman as 
much as by the man. For this reason his 
bawdy poems escape the debasement of 
mere pornography. The essence of 
pornography is that it denies women rights or 
responses, and often includes cruel~y, 
preferably on a virgin-11brought out to its 
ultimate extreme in the life and works of 
Bums's French contemporary the Marquis 
de Sade. There is no suggestion of this in 
any of Bums's poems: he never regarded 
women as mere objects made for man's 
delight, and even in his bawdy works Burns 
speaks with compassion of the feelings of the 
woman. Three poems might serve to 
illustrate these points: 'Ode to Spring' 
(K481), 'Come rede me, dame' (K252) and 
'Wha'll Mow me now' (K613). 

In the mock pastoral 'Ode to Spring' 
Bums is almost satirising his favourite form 
of love poem, with its images drawn from 
nature: 

When maukin bucks, at early f-s, 
In dewy glens are seen, S~r 

And birds on boughs take offthe1rm-s, 
An{ang the leaves sae green, Sir; ... 

'Come rede me, dame' is in praise of pure 
carnal pleasure, and although the male o~gan 
is the source ofthis enjoyment the consc10us 
participation of the women is its main the~e. 
'Wha'll mow me now?', however, contams 
the essence of Bums's philosophy in regard 
to women and sex, and in the aristocracy at 
the same time as he expresses his sympathy 



for a whore; he deplores the pain that 
attaches to pleasure, and finally he moralises 
about the duty of the father towards the 
woman he has left pregnant. 

There has been only one critical study of 
the poetry of Burns by a woman: Christina 
Keith's 'The Russet Coat',12 published in 
1956. She tends to dismiss Burns as a 
typical Scot, unable to escape his Calvinist 
upbringing and the male chauvinism it 
brings-although that of course is not the 
word she uses to describe him. But hers is a 
rather snobish view, which can appreciate 
the charms of courtly love, but sees the 
expressions oflove by the poor as inevitably 
low. Moreover she seems to miss much of 
the humour and sheer joy of living in Burns. 
Burns never consciously took up the cause of 
women; his poetry and song is often the 
amplification of the voices he listened to at 
work or in leisure, but interpreted with a 
warm sympathy. The women of this time did 
not call for political rights, and Burns never 
suggested they should; women did not enter 
into his hopes for popular participation in 
government or a more universal education
if he read Mary Wollstonecraft's 
Vindication of the Rights of Woman, as the 
title of one of his poems suggests, the content 
of that poem reveals that he did not absorb 
her ideas-nor could he have been very 
sympathetic to her addressing herself to the 
middle-class as the only group being in a 
state of nature! But in his appeal for a more 
democratic society, and for the rights of 
women on the points where they were most 
vulnerable, their sexual relations and their 
social choices, Burns's ideal was a society in 
which both men and women would be 
released. Given the nature of the society in 
which he lived Burns's sympathy for women 
is much more remarkable than his failure to 
demand more concrete rights. 
NOTES 

1 Sheila Rowbotham, Women resistance 
and revolution (Pelican books, 197 4) p.46. 

2 on Burns's attitude to social and political 
change see my article 'Burns and 
revolution', in Studies in the eighteenth 
century IV, editors Robert Brissenden 
and Christopher Eade (Canberra, 1979). 

3 'I have given her a mahogany bed; I have 
given her a guinea; and I have fucked her 
till she rejoiced with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory'. The Letters of Robert Burns, 
editor J. de Lancey Ferguson, (Oxford, 
1931) 2 vols., I, p.200. See also the 
Jetter to Clarinda in which he speaks of 
Jean in contemptuous terms (ibid, I, 
pp.194-195). Professor Ferguson is 
severe on Burns for his attitude to women, 
in addition to the above two letters, for his 
neglect of Jenny Clow, his attacks on Mrs. 
Oswald of Auchencruive and his 
lampoons against Maria Riddell. J. de 
Lancey Ferguson, Pride and Passion, 
Robert Burns 1759-1796 (Oxford, 1939) 
pp.135-187. See esp. p.144: 'Where 
women were concerned it was always 
too easy for him to drop the thin cloak of 
acquired culture and revert to his 
peasanthood.' Hilton Brown is equally 
severe, claiming that 'in his sexual life 
Burns was something of an animal.' 
'There was a lad. An essay on Robert 
Burns.' London, 1949, p.103. 

4 all references to the poems are to the 
definitive edition by James Kinsley, 
Burns, Poems and Songs, (Oxford 
English Texts, 1968), 3 vols. 

5 Kinsley, III, p.1489. Kinsley, in 
response to Thomson's surprise, says that 
'the opposition of love and money is 
recurrent in Burns's work, as in folksong'. 
However, the other poems cited by 
Kinsley (6, 40, 51, 84, 236, 563) do not 
favour money over love. 

6 cf. his division of 'good wifeship' in his 
letter to Alexander Cunningham, 10 
September 1792: 'Good-Nature, two; 
Good-Sense, two; Wit, one; Personal 
Charms, viz. a sweet face, eloquent eyes, 
fine limbs, graceful carriage (I would add 
a fine waist too, but that is so soon spoilt 
you know), all these are: as for the other 
qualities belonging to, or attaining on, a 
Wife, such as fortunes, connections, 
education, (I mean education extra
ordinary) family-blood, etc. divide the 
two remaining degrees among them as you 
please ... (Letters, II, p.121) 
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7 One of Bums's worst poems 'Let not 
Woman e'er complain' (K460) hints at 
this-but this is the song that drew his 
famous comment: 'These English songs 

gravel me to death ... {this one) is 
deplorably stupid' (Letters, II, p.268) 

8 In his adolescent poem, On Cessnock 
Banks a lassie dwells {Kll), he 
concludes: 

But it's not her air, her form, her face, 
Though matching beauty's fabled 

Queen; 
'Tis the mind that shines in ev'ry grace, 

An' chiefly in her rogueish een. 

and in a poem to Chloris (K506): 
Since life's gay scenes must charm no 

more; 
Still much is left behind, 

Still nobler wealth has thou in store, 
THE COMFORTS OF THE 

MIND! 
9 cf. also: (K534B) 

The deities that I adore 
Are social Peace and Plenty; 
I'm better pleased to make one more 
Than be the death of twenty. 

10 Bums's bawdy poems have been brought 
together in The Merry muses of 
Caledonia edited by Sydney Goodsir 
Smith (Edinburgh, 1959). The best 
discussion of Bums's bawdy is in G. 

Legman, The Hom book, (London, 
1970), esp. pp.131-236. See also Cyril 
Pearl, Bawdy Bums. The Christian 
rebel, (London, 1958). 

11 on this see Rowbotham, Women, 
resistance and revolution, p.30. 

12 Christina Keith, The Russet coat, 
(London, 1956). Catherine Carswell's 
biography, The life of Robert Burns, 2nd 
edition (London, 19 51) is more 
sympathetic, but doesn't have much to say 
on Bums's attitude to women. 
Recent studies of the major women in 
Bums's life are: 
Yvonne Helen Stevenson Burns and his 
bonnie Jean, Vancouver, 1967. 
Yvonne Helen Stevenson, Burns and 
Highland Mary, Ayr, 1979. 
R. Lamont Brown, Clarinda: the intimate 
story of Robert Bums and Agnes 
Maclehose, 1968. 
Agnes Macnaughton, Burns's Mrs. 
Riddell, Voltura Press, 1975. 

I would like to thank my colleague Alex 
Tyrrell for reading this article and making 
many useful suggestions. 

I would also like to thank the Mitchell 
Library for allowing me access to its in
comparable Burns Room. 

BURNS NIGHT IN BEIJING* 
Poetry recitals, Scottish songs and dances, 
toasts in Scottish whisky and an audience 
of Burns lovers from at least six countries 
brought out the Scottish and international 
character of the first Burns' Night in China 
since 1949 on 25th January, organised by 
the magazine Poetry, Beijing's Foreign 
Language Institute and Beijing University 
and held at Beijing's Capital Theatre. 
Burns was presented as a farmer, a 
humorist, a patriot, an internationalist and 
a song-writer. Patricia Wilson, a Scot 
working with Chinese Literature, and 
Huang Zongluo, an actor, presided over 
the gathering. Among the performers were 
Scots or those of Scottish origin, members 
of the Beijing People's Art Theatre, film 
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personalities, singers and pianists. Zou 
Difan, deputy editor of Poetry, and Huang 
Yongyu, a noted painter, read poems they 
had written in honour of Burns. Huang 
Yongyu also presented to the Burns 
Federation in Scotland a portrait he had 
made of the poet in the traditional Chinese 
style. Telegrams of greetings were sent 
from the Burns Federation in Scotland, the 
Scotland-China Association and other 
Scottish linked organisations. There were 
several hundred people present. 

From Chinese Literature, May 1981. 

*Beijing is the reformed Chinese spelling 
for Peking. 



The V.I.P's 
by David McGregor 

T HE February ( 1981) meeting of Glasgow Masonic Burns Club proved to be a monthly 
meeting with a difference. 

In the pleasing surroundings of Rankine House. Past President of the Club, George Anderson, 
was selected President for a second term. Principal speaker for the evening was Archie 
McArthur, P.P .. whose address on ' Robert Burns and the Excise', was much appreciated. 

Enough, you might think , to provide a memorable evening in itself; but that wasn't all. 
Heading a small delegation of 'wee! kent faces ' from Lanarkshire was Abe Train, Past 

President of the Federation. Abe is well known to members of the Club and is always welcome 
when he and his friends come along. 

But even Abe Train would admit that the most welcome visitor of the evening was Dr. Jim 
Connor, President of The London Ontario Burns Club. Those who had attended the Conference 
in Canada in 1979, now had the pleasure of making Jim feel at home. When invited to 'say a few 
words', Jim was soon displaying his boundless admiration for our Poet. 

It was a night to be remembered by all those who were present ; the sort of night that ' makes' 
the session for any Club. 

George Anderson, with some of the Club members and visitors, is congratulated by J im 
Connor and Abe Train. 
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St. Giles Cathedral-Robert Burns Memorial 
Window 

A number of Burnsians. press reporters. 
and T.V. cameramen met in the Crest 

Hotel. Edinburgh. at 11.00 a.m. on Friday. 
3rd October. to launch the above appeal. 

Mrs. Mollie Rennie welcomed all present 
and introduced Lord Birsay K.T. C.B.E. who 
spoke on behalf of the appeal. 

A memorial window in St. Giles' is surely 
an imperative for a poet. national and interna
tional whose poetic expression. not least in the 
Doric. appeals to Everyman everywhere. 
Those two eminent professors. Grierson of 
Edinburgh. and McNeile Dixon of Glasgow. 
who so distinguished their Chairs of 
Literature. place Burns. in his best narrative 
works.--e.g. 'Tam o' Shanter'. 'The Twa 
Dogs·. 'The Holy Fair'.-as next to 
Shakespeare. This view is held internationally. 
In France for example. Emile Legouis and 
Louis Cazamain said in their History of 
English Literature 650-1932 that apart from 
occasional verse and mere sketches. ·What re
mains is almost entirely of the first order': 
given a glossary. the use of Scots lends 'greater 
charm to the work'. ·A manly sense of liberty 
is the animating force of his genius'. He 
preserved Scotland. her folk. Scottish culture 
for the nation and the world. Said William 
Power (''.\1y Scotland') in Burns and Scott 'the 
miracle of genius was operating'. 'both had an 
absolutely clear consciousness of Scottish 
Literature'. Lord Cockburn speaks of 'the glo
ry of his genius'. 'His best songs are superb· 
(Professor David Daichesl. 

Irreligious he was NOT: as Dr. Chambers 
records. he conducted family worship when 
his father was ill. and after his father's death. 
Writing to \lrs. Dunlop on 22nd August 1792 
he says. ·1 am so convinced that an unshaken 
faith in the d0ctrines of Christianity is not only 
necessary hy making us better men but also by 
making us happier men. that l shall take every 
care that YO'Jr little godson ... shall be firmly 
persuaded thar "God was in Christ. reconcil
ing the world unto himself. not imputing unto 
men their trespa>-;es ".' 
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To his father William Burness from Irvine 
on 27th December l 782 he wrote that in the 
whole Bible he was most pleased with the 15. 
16 and l 7th verses in the 7th chapter of 
Revelation. inc. 'They shall hunger no more. 
neither thirst any more': 'God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes'. 

'Between Chaucer and Burns comes no 
third'. His joie de vivre and profound 
humanity and compassion combine and excel. 
The window will let in cleansing light on our 
desperate contemporary materialism. 

His satires including 'Holy Willie's Prayer' 
arose because as Rabbie said, the 'polemical 
divinity about this time was putting the coun
try half mad'-hence. 'I raised a hue and cry 
of heresy against me.' 

Sceptics or critics of the memorial should 
pause to consider who should 'cast the first 
stone'. 

(Reflect Was not St. Paul the 
very(JDi)Amin of the early Christians?) 

The Scottish ethos born of her culture and 
language. nationally and universally, are une
quivocally buttressed and inspired by our l\a
tional Bard. Shame on us that Westminster ad
mitted him to the Abbey while we. heirs of it 
all. did nothing. Here and now is our oppor
tunity to vindicate and commemorate Scot
land's great contribution to art. giving gleams 
of that other world. All gratitude to the world
wide Burns Federation for this achievement 
and honouring. 

(With Rabbie's consenting approval.! thank 
:\1essrs. McDonald Greenlees for their most 
generous and spirituous uplift!) 

The gathering was then entertained to a 
buffet lunch which included 'The Great Chief
tain O' the puddin · race· suitably addressed by 
Tom Mcilwraith. Our grateful thanks go to 
John Christie of \1cDonald Greenlees who 
sponsored the function and to Mr. David Pratt. 
Manager of the Crest Hotel for his help and 
hospitality. An album of photographs was pre
sented by l\lr. Pratt of the occasion. 



Attacking the Haggis at the launch of the Burns Memorial Window Appeal. 
Left to right: Tom Mcilwraith, Lord Birsay, Mollie Rennie and the Rev. Gilleasbuig Macmillan, 
Minister of St. Giles. Copyright: Scotsman Publications. 

T HE Appeal for this unique and long
dreamt of Memorial to Robert Burns in 

St. Giles' Cathedral. Edinburgh. was launched 
in September 1980. Clubs were asked to make 
a special fund-raising effort in order to 
subscribe to the stained-glass window over the 
principal entrance to the Cathedral. 

By the end of March 1981 we had reached 
the figure of I: I 0.000 out of a target of 
1:25.000. At this date some I JO Masonic 
Lodges had contributed over £21 JO: 12 Chap
ters of the Order of the Eastern Star had do
nated over I: I 00: and other organisations and 
individual contributors had given I: 1620. 

Out of about 350 clubs in membership of 
the Burns Federation some 65 to date have 
offered donations amount ing to over 1:6200. 

We are sure that many clubs have held fund
raising efforts and would urge that they for
ward their donations as soon as possible. For 
some reason there is a belief that clubs can 
spread their contributions over three years. 
This is not so. The Selection Panel for the 
Competition will meet in Edinburgh on 9th 
April 1981 and it might well be that the work 
could commence this summer. We would 
therefore urge all Burns Clubs to arrange their 
fund-raising efforts as soon as possible so that 
all contributions can be finalised by early 
autumn at the latest. 

£I 0.000 in six months is most encouraging 
but 1:25.000 by October would realise this 
dream. 

J.F.W.T. 
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The Jean Armour Burns Houses at Mauchline 
by Peter Shaw 

20 September 1980 a11d all that 

I T may be news to some that Glasgow and 
District Burns Association owned proper

ties in Mauchline many years before the 
newly built Jean Armour Burns Houses were 
officially opened in June 1959. The story of 
their involvement in the historic houses in 
Castle Street from 1915 is interesting but not 
for telling in this article. In any case. it is well 
narrated in a little booklet entitled 'Jean Ar
mour Burns Houses-Mauchline Past-Pre
sent-Future' published by Glasgow and Dis
trict Burns Association . 

Leaving behind the brief reference to Castle 
Street with some reluctance, I have to go 
uphill to the Jean Armour Burns Houses on 
th e lands of Mossgeil Farm ; for there is the 
si te of this article. 

The ten houses and Common Room opened 
by Mrs. Galpern . wife of the then Lord Pro
vost of Glasgow , have been well maintained 
over the years by income from the Endow
ment Fund and many annual donations from 
clubs all over the world . also a special collec
tion taken each year at the Federation 's An
nual Conference. The support of the clubs and 
the Federation was a great comfort to the Sec
retary Mr. Andrew Stenhouse and Treasurer 
Mr. A. Neil Campbell who worked so hard 
and effectively 10 achieve the opening in 1959. 
No words of anyone writing for the Glasgow 
and District Association can adequately thank 
those who have given so much and so often. It 
is really a partnership in a long term successful 
scheme. There are 100 many names 10 be listed 
here. but they are recorded in the Annual Re
ports of the Association. Sadl y Andrew 
Sten house and Neil Campbell have been taken 
from us. but their influence sti ll lives on. Hap
pily we have a link with the original opening 
in the person of Mr. R. Dickson Johnston who 
w as present on that famous day and. in fact. 
made a cine film of the proceedings. 

In recent years. it became obvious that the 
houses though well built at the time were fast 
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becoming out-of-date by modern standards of 
internal design, heating and insulation. It was 
agreed that immediate modernisation of the 
existing houses and common room was more 
important than living in hope that one day 
another ten houses could be built. A number 
of schemes were thought out and costed to 
find out how much cou ld be done while leav
ing sufficient invested funds to meet part of the 

Mr. R. Dickson Johnston addressing the 
gathering and behind him, Mrs. Mollie Rennie, 
President of the Federation, John Hamilton, 
President of the Glasgow & District Burns 
Association and George Anderson, Past 
President. 



annual charge . This was a difficult and 
frustrating exercise. 

Then Providence lent a hand. Incredibly, in 
1977 a large legacy amounting to £34.249.49 
was received from the estate of the late Robert 
Paterson, on the basis that the money would 
be used to provide additional accommodation 
and improvements to the existing houses. Neil 
Campbell carried out the negotiations regard
ing the bequest and, before retiring from office 
as Treasurer. gave his opinion on what could 
be done. Quite simply it was to build a new 
house somewhat larger than the others for the 
caretakers, as being more suitable for a hus
band and wife, and at the same time moder
nise the ten existing houses. Despite the size of 
the bequest cost-planning was still very 
necessary. It was sad that eil Campbell died 
on 23rd April 1980 and thus could not be pre
sent on 20th September. 

The scheme was carried out as planned, in
volving the expenditure of some £56,000 in 
two years up to the Official Opening of the 
New House and Re-Opening of the ten moder
nised houses on 20th September 1980. That 

was a day. In the midst of the wettest summer 
and autumn in living memory, there was one 
day of real sunshine-20th September. Plans 
had been made assuming and taking precau
tions against bad weather. and it was a real 
bonus to have such a good day. 

There was an attendance of over three 
hundred Burnsians with families and friends 
mostly from Scottish club and mainly from 
Glasgow, Lanarkshire. Renfrewshire, 
Ayrshire and Dumfries ; but there were some 
from over the Border and one particular over
seas visitor in James Dunbar MacPherson, 
President of the Robert Burns Society Ltd. of 
Annapolis, Maryland. U.S.A .. whose Club 
will host the Conference of the Burns Federa
tion in 1983. The officials of the Burns Federa
tion showed their interest by the attendance of 
President Mrs. Mollie Rennie, Senior Vice
President John Kidd, Junior Vice-President. 
George Anderson and Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer Jock Thomson. the latter on his first 
day out after recovering from major surgery. 
The Mauchline Club was there in strength as 
were our neighbours and close friends from 

President John Hamilton unveiling the plaque at the door of the Caretakers house. 
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the National Burns Memorial and Cottage 
Homes led by their President Sir Claude 
Hagart Alexander of Ballochmyle and Secre
tary Alastair J. Campbell. In the interests of 
space I must be sparing in naming names, but 
simply say there were many Presidential 
Chains of Office and Past Presidents' Badges to 
be seen. The bearers of these added distinction 
to the proceedings. A crowd of over three 
hundred persons require some nourishment 
and this was put in the capable hands of Mr. 
William Wales, Caterer. and. it might be said, 
Entrepreneur of Galston, who not only sup
plied food and refreshments, but provided and 
erected two large marquees which made the 
service very comfortable, created the at
mosphere of a Fete and would have been a 
lifesaver on the day had it been wet. The one 
empty house and the Common Room were 
used for entertaining all and sundry and this 
was greatly assisted by generous donations of 
Long John and Dewar's whisky obtained from 
the distillers through the influence of John 
Hamilton. who also arranged the attendance 
of the world famous S.C. W .S. Brass Band. The 
Band played appropriate selections of music 
excellently as is their habit. Their performance 
was greatly appreciated by all, giving a tuneful 
background and highlighting the festive at
mosphere. 

A good humoured audience gave their close 
attention to the formal part of the proceedings 
which were set in motion by John D. 
Hamilton. President of Glasgow and District 
Burns Association. John welcomed everyone 
with his own words and some apt quotations 
of Robert Burns and set the scene for the day 
by saying that there were no Principal Guests. 
just ten Very Important Persons-the ten 
Lady Residents of the Houses. He introduced 
Mrs. Mollie Rennie. President of the Federa
tion. to speak on behalf of the Guests. This she 
did in a sincere manner in that clear voice that 
always makes her remarks so acceptable. 
George Anderson introduced R. Dickson 
Johnston. an Hon. President of the Federation. 
Past President of Glasgow and District and. 
not least. Convener of the Houses Committee. 
Dickson gave an interesting history of the 
houses from 1959 to 1980 and this was well 
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received. It should be understood that, long 
before, during and after modernisation of the 
houses, Dickson continually looked after the 
interests of the Lady Residents. This had to be 
arranged sensitively to give access for work
men and cause the ladies the minimum distur
bance. It was carried out in Dickson's usual 
quiet and efficient manner, with support from 
Nessie (Mrs. Johnston) all in a way that 
assisted the building operations. After Dickson 
had had his say, George Anderson asked John 
Hamilton to unveil the plaque naming the 
New House. Only one name could be con
sidered. It is the R. Dickson Johnston House. 
On all significant occasions at Mauchline, the 
Rev. Dr. Morrice finds time to attend and 
demonstrate his own and the interest of the 
local church in the Ladies of the Houses, and 
we were glad to have his presence on this im
portant day and join him in a prayer of dedica
tion. George Anderson (Past President) and 
Archie McArthur (Junior Vice-President) pre
sented bouquets to Mrs. M. Howatt, wife of 
Rev. Robert Howatt, the Caretaker, Mrs. R. 
Dickson Johnston, Mrs. Morrice and Mrs. J. 
D. Hamilton. These were graciously received 
by the four Ladies. The formal proceedings 
were neatly terminated by Vice-President 
Douglas Burgess in a graceful vote of thanks 
which was received with acclamation. 

As a postscript we had a Fringe Show. 
Daniel Kilpatrick. a Past President of the 
Rosebery Burns Club of Glasgow and a keen 
gardener, brought a new rose named 'My 
Love' after Burns famous love song and this 
was officially planted in the gardens by Mrs. J. 
D. Hamilton. 

The Ladies. whose day it was, declared their 
houses open for visitors and for the rest of the 
day were busy showing people around. The 
layout of the houses and the furnishing thereof 
by the Ladies were greatly admired. 

The day ended happily with the thought 
that more than Providence had been at work. 
The fact is that a very active Sub-Committee 
consisting of John Hamilton, Douglas 
Burgess. George Anderson and R. Dickson 
Johnston had been planning the occasion for 
some time. The outcome was their reward. 

Thanks are due to the l\fauchline Scouts 



who turned out on the day and took pressure 
off the Sub-Committee by directing the park
ing arrangements. acting as stewards and 
messengers and anything else that arose. all in 
the best traditions of their motto· Be Prepared ·. 

It would be wrong to forget the Building 
Team which carried out the works. Sadly the 
first appointed Contractors did not stay the 
pace, but their successors Robert Morrison 
(Builders) Ltd of Ayr, who took over, com
pleted the works in exemplary manner. Praise 
must be given to Messrs C.P. Electrics who 
were the nominated Sub-Contractors for 
electrical works, for a good job throughout. 
The various plaques were manufactured by 
Len Packer of Glasgow Haggis Club. On the 
pillars at the main entrance there were two 
plaques each made of bronze. one depicting 
the head of Robert Burns and the other the 
head of Jean Armour, the heads in vitreous 
enamel. The plaque naming the new house 
was cut in stain less steel. The works were 
designed and supervised by our Architect. 
Stuart Wallace of the Glasgow firm T. M . 
Miller and Partners and his general drawings. 
artistic sketches and presentations gave the 
Committee and the Contractors a dear idea of 
his intentions. It was not a straight-forward 
job. The new house had to be designed to 
match up with the existi ng buildings and the 
modernisation of the ten houses had to be 
done within the existing fabric. Everyone who 

Calgary Burns Anniversary Dinner 1981 
Above: Dr. Grant McEwan with club members. 
Right: Dr. Grant McEwan, Hostess June Under
wood and Past President Graham Underwood. 

has seen the hou es likes the re ult. My own 
firm. Muirhead Muir and Webster of 
Glasgow. were Quantity Surveyors and I 
know I can speak for Stuart Wallace and 
myself when I say that somehow or other our 
assistants fell under the spell of the idea behind 
the houses and gave attention to the contract 
beyond the normal line of duty. 

There is one who has not yet been men
tioned. This is Scott I. Galt. LI. B .. Secretary 
and Treasurer of Glasgow and District Burns 
Association. Before eil Campbell retired 
from office in 1977. he gave thought to a suc
cessor and in due course proposed Scott Galt. 
After forty-five years in office. Neil knew the 
kind of person to follow in the steps of 
Andrew Stenhouse and himself. This has been 
proved in the manner by which Scott has 
handled the affairs and finances of the 
Glasgow Association generally and. particu
larly. in the legal complexities and financial 
management involved in the recent Contracts. 

Final thoughts must include sat isfaction and 
thankfulness that due to the Robert Paterson 
Legacy such a large and complete operation 
was possible; pleasure at the large turnout on 
the Opening Day; and confidence. having 
regard to the encouragement and support of 
the Clubs and the Federation. that the future 
wellbeing of the Houses and the Ladies is 
assured . 

83 



84 

Epistle to a Prince, f rae a Pudden 
by Roy Solomon 

This epic poem was inspired by The Old Man 
of lochnagar by H.R.H. The Prince of Wales 
whose ingenious explanation of the origins of 
the haggis prompted this poetic rejoinder. 

I've got to overcome my shyness 
By writing to Your Royal Highness 
And with most humble attitude 
Express my heartfelt gratitude 
For solving that profoundest mystery 
Which baffled all in recent history 
Concerning that sept of our species 
Whose memory in us unleashes 
Recollections of relations 
Who in most exalted stations 
Dwelt in comfort, plush and tender
'Deed, in almost regal splendour. 
In happiness wi' ne'er a quarrel 
They lived and thrived quite near 

Bal moral. 
In order that they all stayed fit 
They exercised themselves a bit. 
High up the Mountain Lochnagar 
They'd climb and run and travel far. 

This practice lasted many aeons. 
Mithers, faithers, auld yins, weans, 
Regarded it with veneration 
Through each succeeding generation 
Of Haggises and other fauna 
Frae the Highlands' every corner. 
Each one-another would escort 
To Lochnagar, and there cavort. 
Every day, at dawn of sun, 
Clockwise round the hills they'd run. 
Ilka peak-in that direction
Circumvented with delection. 
On mountain high and steep and breezy 
This exercise was far from easy. 
But--according to the sages-
These haggis had, down through the 

ages, 
Found themselves a neat solution 
By employing evolution 
And made themselves at this adept 
With right legs shorter than the left. 
However steep the mountain's bevel 
Their feet were always on the level. 

But then one fateful day-they say
The sun went round the OTHER WAY. 
They tried to follow that bright orb. 

-Editor 
Its warmth and lustre to absorb. 
But this way-'cording to the fable-
Their wee richt legs just werena' stable 
And counter-clockwise couldna follow 
So all rolled doon into the hollow 
Far, far below in rocky glen. 
At least, that's what I thought, ye ken, 
But realise I shouldna oughter 
Because-they landed in the water. 
Instead of mountain's rocky chasms 
They plummeted the Loch's dark 

fathoms. 
Evincing nary bruise nor scar 
They settled in Loch Lochnagar. 
Although quite new, environment'ly, 
In water they were let down gently. 
So noo I ken-to my surprise-
This did not herald their demise. 

And here this saga might have finished, 
With Scottish folklore much diminished 
Especially 'bout my kin and kith
Those haggis I'm related with. 
Then, just afore last Hogmanay 
I learned about their progeny. 
Sub-aqua regions are their hames 
Oust as Your Royal Highness claims.) 
In water they weren't stultified
Indeed, they waxed and multiplied. 
This ambience they found beneficent; 
In fact, they thought it quite magnificent. 

This happened-likewise not to plan
To Lochnagar's weel-kent 'Old Man'. 
(As told in legendary tales 
Composed by you, the Prince of Wales.) 
For he had problems speaking, sounding 
In his new and strange surrounding. 
To hear, he had to read wee bubbles. 
But haggises have different troubles. 
Doon there the Boss is that great figure 
Wha rules the region wi' much vigour. 
lagopus scoticus he's named 
And for one pastime he is famed
Though really I should say notorious, 
For it is one that's quite inglorious. 
<His ancestor-this is no tease-



Is Neptune, king of all the seas.) 
And I, with feelings vitriolic 
Believe his pastime diabolic. 
One day I shall his plans abort, 
For HAGGIS SHOOTING is his sport. 

Such hunting instinct he should douse: 
Translated, his name's 'Scots Red 

Grouse'. 
So one day soon-I shall not falter
His calendar I'm going to alter 
So that, on moor or sim'lar place, 
One August twelfth he'll show his face. 
Then-'stead o' hitting-he'll get hit. 
A perfect case of biter bit. 
But, sub-aqua, where it's cooler 
There's nae doot that he's the ruler. 
Thon time the Old Man came to meet 

him, 
Lagopus was most pleased to greet him. 
The Boss-well fed--and Old Man, 

gaunt, 
Went on a haggis-shooting jaunt. 
In thrace--not brace--it seems they shot 

'em, 
And then three hunder frae the bottom 
Were all picked up by Nagar maid, 
Because that's how this game is played. 

Am I upset my kin get shot? 
Of course I am-but not a lot. 
For getting shot ne'er daunts my 

brothers; 
They ken they're soon replaced by others. 
Noo, at this stage some folk micht 

wonder, 
Misapprehension am I under? 
Are a' my theories torn asunder? 
Is this just ane colossal bi under? 
Have I nae richt tae jubilation, 
Joyous pleasure or elation? 
Am I a' wrang in my equation? 
Are a' those haggis nae relation? 
Are they o' diff'rent genealogy? 
Must I noo mak' abject apology? 

NO. I am certain. Weel I ken 
They ARE descendants frae the Ben. 
For in his book Prince Charles has stated 
No' quite tae me they are related. 
But haggis in Loch Lochnagar 
Swim very fast and very far 
And do so using 'short sharp bursts'. 
(Acquiring in the process thirsts
Due to actions quick and frisky
Happily assuaged by whisky.l 
And, what is even more revealing-

Proof of my theory really sealing
ls, as along the loch they travel, 
Their lineage they quick unravel. 
Their motion it is revolution'ry, 
Which is clearly evolution'ry. 
Still further proof they're long-lost 

brothers 
They've ONE LEG SHORTER THAN 

THE OTHERS. 

Your Highness, may I make so bold 
To question one thing you have told? 
The point is small, and much regretted, 
Because to you I'm deep indebted. 
The matter is-no more I'll tarry
The manner in which HAGGIS 

MARRY. 
I hope I'm not unpatriotic, 
For though you state quite categoric 
Each haggis lass has husbands two 
Which they believe their rightful due. 
But while fulfilling maidens' dreams 
It might not be the way it seems. 
What do I make this fuss about? 
Why should this one point be in doubt? 
I only ask your Royal sel' 
Because this theory doesna' gel. 
With all those bairns being reared 
Two 'grooms per bride seems rather 

weird. 
And yet, this ratio, I dare say, 
Applies. But round the other way! 

But could historians be mistaken? 
Their theory and tradition shaken? 
And could their observations strong 
Result in chronicles so wrong? 
Well ay, because the view observed 
Through water may be somewhat curved 
And bent, which can cause some 

distraction 
And distortion and refraction. 
So at such depths it's not absurd 
That salient features become blurred. 
Thus when the three figures come in 

view 
They're husbands ONE. and wifies 

TWO. 
So, with this teeny, wee divergence, 
A euphoristic new resurgence 
Is induced within my breast, 
To learn my brothers ha'e been wrest 
A way from ill-deserved slaughter 
On the rocks or in the water. 

Thus Sir, unto your Highness Royal, 
My gratitude, profound and loyal. 
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You've now put me into the picture, 
Without the slightest trace of stricture, 
Indirectly via your saga 
'Bout the Old Man of Lochnagar. 

All ground-bound haggis-you're 
beholden 

To Prince Charles for all his golden 
Words of truth which he's unfolded; 
And happier future for you moulded. 

But-haggis fieres wha ken my 
writing-

When reading this you micht be biting 
At your nails, to plumb the mystery 
Why I've changed from recent history 
When I've always used that metre-
Crisper, sharper, muckle neater-
W e ken sae well; the very best; 
That ane in which we're aye addressed. 

Yet I've seen fit tae change the stanza 
Throughoot this lang extravaganza 
On oor brothers frae the mountain 
Wha disappeared wi' nae accounting. 
But in ane matter there's nae quarrel
The guid news reached us frae 

BALMORAL. 
Sae skirl it loud on pipes or chanter
This differs wee frae TAM O' 

SHANTER. 

Now every haggis son and daughter, 
Frae a' the airts and ilka quarter, 
If this tale o' truth you read, 
O' its moral please tak' heed. 
When tae self-pity you're inclined; 
Despondency fills up your mind; 
And for some solace you are pining
Remember clouds ha 'e silver lining. 

Robert Burns and the De'il 
By Thomas Saunders 

A S all the world knows, Robert Burns, 
whose birthday is celebrated on Janu

ary 25 each year by Scotsmen the world over, 
was a companionable fellow. He was compa
nionable with the lads and he was compa
nionable with the lasses. Sometimes he was a 
bit too companionable with the lasses for his 
(and their) own good. What is sometimes 
forgotten, however, is that he was equally 
companionable with the characters he in
troduces us to in his poems. He was compa
nionable even with such normally dreaded 
beings as Death and Satan. 

I wonder if any of the hundreds of speakers 
who will be speaking on Burns on or near his 
birthday this year will take the trouble to point 
this out. I have heard Burns described in many 
ways in the Immortal Memory Toast--as the 
poet of nature and human nature, as the poet 
of democracy and the common man. as the 
poet of love. humour. pathos, etcetera. I have 
heard him lauded as the greatest poet of Scot
land. as the most original of the eighteenth
century poets of Great Britain. as one of the 
finest song-writers the world has ever known. 
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I have heard his life, as well as his poetry, de
fended with great zeal. Upon occasion I have 
listened to speakers who have marked with 
approbation the contrast between his homely 
Lallans (Braid Scots) and the poetic diction of 
the world poetry into which he was born. But 
of his literary intimacy with such personages 
as Death and Satan I have heard not a word. 

Yet this I consider to be one of his peculiar 
assets as a poet. The free, offhand manner of 
Burns' writing was admirably suited to the 
human situation from which he drew his 
themes; what is not so frequently noted is that 
he used this same free and easy manner in his 
writings of the supernatural and in his per
sonifications of facts and concepts, such as 
Satan and Death. 

Where other writers use hushed and 
reverential tones in their descriptions of death. 
for example, or personalize Death as a being to 
be mentioned only in awe, Burns (in a poem 
like Dea1'1 and Dr. Homhook) sits down by the 
roadside and has ·a crack' (a talk) with Death 
on terms of the utmost familiarity. 

This is in marked contrast to the attitude 



toward death that we find in the poets who 
immediately preceded him. Not long before 
Burns arrived on the scene there had emerged 
a group of poets who seemed almost to dote 
on death, whom they personalized with a 
capital D. and regarded as an awe-inspiring 
figure, the last, dread enemy of man. They are 
sometimes known collectively as The Gra
veyard School. The leading exponents of this 
school were Edward Young, Thomas Parnell 
and Robert Blair. One has only to mention the 
titles of some of their poems to see whence 
they derived their name. Young's best-known 
poem, Night Thoughts. is perhaps the least 
sombre of the lot. Others include Parnell 's A 
Night Piece 011 Death and Blair's The Grai•e. 

Thomas Gray is sometimes regarded as the 
last of the Graveyard School, though he sur
passes them as a poet and, in his Elegy Written 
in a Country Church-yard, is something more 
than the poet of gloom and doom that The 
Graveyarders were. But he still retains their 
concept of death as a being not to be ap
proached lightly. In the Elegy, for example. he 
writes of the 'dull cold ear of Death· and, like 
The Graveyarders. continues to look on death 
as the last, dread enemy of man. 

Burns' view of death, even when he is not 
writing in his usual colloquial style, differs 
from this. For the poor of his day he sees 
death, not as an enemy, but as a friend. As he 
writes in Man Was Made to Mourn: 

0 Death! the poor man's dearest friend
The kindest and the best 1 

But Man Was Made to Mourn is not a typi
cal Burns poem. Though differing from The 
Graveyarders here, he is as near to them at this 
point as he ever gets. Burns was as aware as 
the next man of the lot of the poor of his day. 
He was a victim of that poverty himself. But, 
for him, it was not all gloom and doom. There 
were sparks of light to illuminate the darkness. 
There was his pleasure in verse and in song: 
there was his love of the lasses and his drams 
with the lads. As he expresses it in one of his 
songs (Contented wi' Little): 

A towmond (twelvemonth) o' trouble. 
should that be my fa' Ootl. 

A night o' guid fellowship southers 
(solders. mends) it a·. 

When at the blithe end o' our journey at 
last, 

Wha the de 'ii ever thinks o ·the road he 
was past? 

We get nearer the heart of Burns' poetry in 
lines like these. and nearer his concept of 
death. than in the more traditional Man Was 
Made to Moum: and we definitely get at the 
heart of both in Death and Dr. Homhook. In 
this poem. as noted. the poet depicts himself as 
sitting down by the roadside and having a chat 
with Death in much the same manner as he 
would with any other companion. He says to 
Death: 

Come, gie 's your hand. an· sae we 're 
gree't: 

We 'II ease our shanks an· tak ·a seat. 
Come. gie's your news: 

This while ye ha 'e been mony a gate 
(way). 

At many a house. 

This is a far cry from The Graveyarders in
deed. There is nothing of 'the dull cold ear of 
Death· here. Death listens to the poet and. as 
part of their conversation. replies: 

It's been a lang, lang time indeed 
Sin' I began to nick the thread. 

An' choke the breath: 
Folk maun do something for their bread, 

An' sae maun Death. 

All the horror seems to nee from Death in 
this sort of situation. By the time the dialogue 
between Death and the poet is over. instead of 
fearing Death. we are inclined to sympathize 
with him and feel sorry for him. Burns depicts 
Death as a decent individual who has his job 
to do and his problems to contend with the 
same as we have. The point is that he human
izes Death and. by humanizing him. reduces 
him in stature to a being with strengths and 
weaknesses and problems like ourselves. After 
the conversation is over. Death and the poet 
part company. and the poem concludes with 
the appropriate Ii nes: 

I took the way that pleased mysel". 
And sae did Death. 
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So Burns humanizes Death. And he uses the 
same tactics when he writes about Satan. He 
prefaces his Address 10 !he De 'if with two lines 
from Paradise lost: 

0 Prince! 0 Chief of many throned 
Powers, 

That led th' embattled Seraphim to war. 

These words, as Aldous Huxley suggests, 
'go rumbling through the spaces of the 
Miltonic universe, reverberate in fearful 
thunder from the roof of hell, in solemn and 
celestial music from sphere to sphere; but 
when at least (in Burns' poetry) they strike the 
earth. what very strange and even humorous 
echoes are returned!' 

0 Thou! Whatever title suit thee, 
Auld Hornie, Satan. Nick or Clootie ... 

'It is the voice of humanity,' Huxley con
cludes. 'of sane and humorous and unpreten
tious humanity that speaks ... ' 

By the time the poem is finished, Satan, too. 
is finished as a supernatural power. We have 
the same human sympathy for him that we 
have for Death in Dea/II and Dr. Hornhook. As 
the poet bids him farewell, he even voices the 
hope that Satan might reform and be 
forgiven-a point to which even Christian 
charity might hesitate to go. He writes: 

But, fare ye wee!. auld Nickie-ben ! 
0. wad ye tak' a thought an· men'! 
Ye aiblens (perhaps) might-I dinna 

ken-
Still ha 'ea stake; 

I'm wae to think upo' yon den (hell), 
Ev'n for your sake! 

Burns literary relationship with the De'il 
follows this pattern throughout. He has the 
same friendly familiarity for Satan that he has 
for his human characters: and the same sym
pathy and pawky humour continues to peek 
through. It is there in his reference to 'your 
brunstane worship' in his Epitaph for Holy 
Willie. and in the memorable lines from Tam 
a· Shunter: 
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At winnock-bunker in the east. 
There sat Auld Nick. in shape o ·beast: 
A towzie tyke. black. grim and large. 
T gi 'e them music was his charge: 

He screwed the pipes and gart (made) 
them skirl ... 

The devil playing the bagpipes! To a Scots
man at least, what could be more human than 
that? But, in Burns' poetry, the devil not only 
plays the bagpipes. In The De'if's Awa' wi' 1h' 
Exciseman he plays the fiddle and dances: 

The de 'ii cam' fiddling through the town 
And danced awa' wi' th' Exciseman ... 

Again, what could be more human? And 
what could be more human than the poet's 
depiction of the reaction of the people who are 
pleased with what the devil has accomplished: 

We'll mak' our maut (malt), we'll brew 
our drink, 

We'll dance and sing, and rejoice, 
man; 

And mony braw thanks to the meikle 
black de'il 

That danced awa' wi' th' Exciseman. 

Burns, of course, was himself an excise
man. He secured a position with the Excise 
after he had failed as a farmer at Ellisland. It 
was a job, however, for which he had little lik
ing, and he was not averse to poking fun at it 
in his verse. 

The point is that Burns, even in a ditty like 
The De'i/'s Awa' wi' 1'1' Exciseman, as in Tam 
o' Sha111er and the Address lo 1he De'il, 
humanizes Satan and reduces him to man
ageable proportions; and, by humanizing 
Satan, he also humanizes hell. The devil, for 
him. lives as a homely body in hell's kitchen. 
The Earl of Breadalbane is promised 'the ben
most neuk beside the ingle (the innermost cor
ner beside the fire)' and Tam o' Shanter is 
facetiously warned: 

Ah Tam. ah Tam! thou 'II get thy farin' 1 

In hell they'll roast thee like a herrin'! 

In the Scotland of Burns' day the devil was 
the awesome creature of the Kirk or the super
natural being of old wives' tales. On either in
terpretation, hell was his otherworldly do
main. But Burns. whose mission was to speak 
for all that is human in humanity. reduced the 
devil to a companionable fellow who is as 
human as we are--a being, like ourselves. to 
be sympathized with and poked fun at. 



because he is ourselves, or at least of our
selves; and the hell over which he rules is the 
hell of the human heart. 

The contemporary nature of Burns ' poetry 
is nowhere more evident than in his literary 
relationship with the de'il. For most people the 

devil of the Kirk is long since dead, as is the 
devil of old wive ' tales. Even the Miltonic 
Satan has not the same relevance to contem
porary life, for he dwells in a upernatural 
world of his own choosing. But Burns' devil 
dwells in the world and the lives of men. 

Otley & District Caledonian Society at Montereau, France, October 1980. 
President Jean Pine and Secretary Robert Pine, members Mr. and Mrs. R. Dyson, Mr . and Mrs. A. 
Harrison, Mrs. J . Cartwright, and Mrs. N. Watson, with a group of French folk dancers at an evening 
of entertainment as part of the Otley and Montereau twinning ceremonies. 

CANADIAN POSTSCRIPT 
by Hugh J. Bry den 

N O-ONE who attended the Annual Con
ference in Canada will dispute the suc

cess of that marvellous trip. Superbly hosted 
by Dr. Jim Connor and members of the Lon
don (Ontario) Burns Club. it is a high point in 
the history of the Burns Federation. 

But there was more to the trip than just 
organisation ; there was friendship. And the 
lasting friendship made in London included 
not only members of the Burns Club but also 
the Staff of Delaware Hall . where we stayed 
during our visit. 
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These good people could not do enough for 
us. At all times they were cheerful and 
helpful; they regarded the Federation as 'A 
happy family'. In such happy circumstances, it 
is perhaps unfair to single out individuals. 
However, we certainly did enjoy the company 
of Janice, Irene and Carol. Carol and her hus
band Bob, along with Janice, took the writer 
and some friends on an afternoon's outing to 
Storybook Village. This was the sort of thing 
so many of our Canadian friends were only 
too willing to do. 

Before leaving our new found friends, we 
assured them of a welcome, should they come 
to Scotland. It was therefore a great pleasure 
for me to extend a warm welcome to Janice 
and her mother, Mrs. Mona Aitken, when 
they arrived at Prestwick Airport, on l 8th 
August 1980. They were to be in Scotland for 
two weeks and for most of that time, would be 
my guests. 

Being fairly tired after the long flight, my 
guests spent their first day quietly resting. But 
later in the evening, we had a short surprise 
visit from some wee! kent Burnsians. Mollie 
Rennie, Tom Mcilwraith, Rab McLaren and 
George Anderson had been attending a meet
ing in Glasgow. They dropped in just to add 
their own words of welcome. 

During their stay, the weather left much to 
be desired. Still, they did manage to see a fair 
part of Glasgow and its places of interest. A 
piper in George Square provided some bright
ness in the City's dampness. Visits to the 
Museum of Transport, the People's Palace and 
Glasgow Cathedral proved all to catch our 
friends' attention. A visit to Pollok House and 
a shopping tour in Shawlands kept Janice and 
her mother fully occupied. 

In the middle of their stay, the ladies moved 
through to Edinburgh. There, they were the 
guests of Tom and Helen Mcilwraith. From 
there they moved on to Oban and Iona before 
returning to Auld Reekie. A tour of Edin
burgh and some more shopping, before visit
ing the Tattoo, ended a short but happy stay 
for our friends in the capital city. Tom and 
Helen then kindly drove them back to 
Glasgow. 

It was now Wednesday of the second week 
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of our visitor's stay. A small party was ar
ranged in the evening and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all who attended. 

It was an early rise the following morning. 
A friend of mine was driving us to Annan, via 
Dumfries. In Dumfries, we met our much 
respected Albert Finlayson. Immediately, he 
invited us to the Hole in the Wa' tavern for 
coffee, and thereafter, he took us to the Globe 
Inn for lunch. 

Taking a fond farewell of Albert, and the 
ladies having seen the Burns landmarks in the 
town, we journeyed to Annan. There, further 
hospitality was dispensed by Peggy Dixon, her 
sister Doris, Mary Smith, Violet Murray and 
Zena Cameron. Though the driver and I 
returned to Glasgow, Janice and her mother 
stayed overnight. Annan ladies certainly 
looked after our Canadian friends. 

Janice and her mother travelled back to 
Glasgow by train. By the time they arrived at 
my home, they were both wet and tired. 
However, they were considerably cheered by 
a vist from Mollie Rennie. She brought them 
each a piece of tartan to make a skirt. This was 
Mollie's farewell to our friends. 

Rain was so heavy the following day that a 
visit to the Cowal Games had to be postponed. 
The next day, however, in some brighter 
weather, Andrew Gordon, a Past President of 
my own Club, Glasgow Masonic, took us on a 
trip to Blantyre, to visit the David Livingstone 
Memorial. The evening was spent with friends 
and our Publicity Officer, George Anderson, 
called to say goodbye and wish the ladies a 
pleasant journey home. 

The following day was dull, with the pro
mise of more rain. However, Archie 
McArthur took us on a trip to Burns' 
Ayrshire. This was an excellent end to the 
holiday for Janice and her mother. They 
visited the Cottage at Alloway and saw so 
many more places associated with our Poet. 
The following day the holiday was at an end. I 
had looked forward to our friends coming to 
stay with me. Now it was all over. After 
breakfast, we made our way back to Prest
wick, where Archie McArthur and I said a 
fond farewell, with the wish that our friends 
would come back again, soon. 
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Right: Miss E. Hall, President of Aberdeen 
Burns Club, and members at the wreath-laying 
ceremony in front of the statue in Union Street 
on 24th January 1981 . 

Below: Lochee Burns Club staged a sketch from 
Poosie Nansie's Tavern at the Anniversary 
Dinner on 21st January 1981. 

91 



Above: The President's Table at Paisley Alamo Burns Club's annual dinner, 1981. 
Below: Guests of Honour with the President of Dover & East Kent Scottish Society at Burns' Nicht 
1981. Left to right: Mr. and Mrs. J. MacKenzie, Dr. M.A. Cave (Chairman Dover District Council) 
and Mrs. Cave, Major J. and Mrs. Macfarlane (President), Mr. and Mrs. C. Pressley, and Mr. and 
Mrs. D. Laing. 
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Above: Stratford upon Avon Caledonian Society . Below: Irvine Ladies' Burns Club. 
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Above: The Lord Mayor of Coventry, Edin
burgh-born Councillor Tom McLatchie, receiving 
a gift of a silver salver, whisky decanter and 
glasses in Edinburgh crystal , from the Tam o' 
Shanter Club to mark his 20 years as Vice
Chairman of the Club. 
Right: Mollie Rennie with President Mrs. D. 
Kingstree and the committee of Dumfries Ladies 
Burns Club at their Golden Jubilee Dinner. 
Opposite Top: Willie Graham addresses the 
Haggis as Jenniffer Simmond looks on, at 
Clackmannan Burns Supper, 1981. Top table: 
Mr . Thomson, Ian Ramsay. Alex Manson 
(President), Mrs. Norma Manson, Duncan 
Gillespie and George Hunter (Treasurer). 
Opposite Foot: The principal speakers, the 
Provost of Kyle and Carrick, council members 
and guests at Ayr Burns Club Anniversary 
Dinner, January 1981 . 

Photo: Coventry Evening Telegram. 
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Above: J . Elliott, W . Morrison, President W. McMichael, A . Jess, J . Taylor, A . D. Paton and P. 
Howie ofTroon B.C. 
Below: President Bob Ironside of Huddersfield St. Andrew's Society, with his daughter Fiona, Piper 
Peter Whitham, Agnes and Jimmy Davie, and Bill Jack. 
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Above: Office-bearers and guests at Annan Ladies Burns Club . Photo: Annandale Observer. 
Below: President Mrs. C. D. Barker, Tom MacFarlane and Pipe-major Philip Henderson toasting the 
Haggis at Rotherham & District Scottish Association, 31st January 1981. 
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Members and friends of Airdrie Burns Club at the Anniversary Dinner, 1981 (above) and St. An
drew's Night, 1980 (below). 
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Above: Prestwick Burns Dinner, 24th January 1981 . Photo: R. Vavasour, Ayr. 
Below: President Mrs. S. Skelhorn and guests at Mansfield & District Caledonian Society. 

Copyright: Chronicle Advertiser, Mansfield. 

99 



Above: Mrs. Skelhorn receiving the President's Bowl from Mr. A. G. W. Michael, at Mansfield Presi
dent's Night, 26th Sept. 1980. Copyright: Chronicle Advertiser, Mansfield. 
Below: Mr. and Mrs. Alan Stalker with Mr. and Mrs. Highway at Birmingham & Midlands Scottish 
Society. 



Above: Rev. James Currie with other guest speakers and committee of Aberdeen Burns Club. 
Below: Top Table at Dumbarton Burns Club St. Andrew's Dinner, 1980. 

Copyright - Aberdeen Journals Ltd . 
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Above: Leicester Caledonian Society's President's Evening. Copyright Leicester Mercury. 
Below: Party time at Hugh Bryden's, President Mollie Rennie flanked by Janice Steele and Mrs. 
Mona Aitken. 
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Above: Maurice Smart playing the pipes at Wakefield Caledonian Society's Burns Dinner. 
Below: Top Table at Galt (Ontario) Burns Banquet, 24th January 1981. 
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Rutherglen, Glasgow G 12 OPQ 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer-WILLIAM A. ANDERSON, Interim, Dick Institute, 

Elm bank Avenue, Kilmarnock KAI 3BU 
Schools Competitions-JAMES GLASS, M.A., 31 Glen conner Road, Ayr KA 7 3HF 
Hon. Legal Adviser-SCOTT I. GALT, LL.B., 157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow G 12 9JA 
Publicity Officer-GEORGE ANDERSON, 49 Upper Bourtree Drive, Burnside, 

Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 4EJ (Tel. 041-634 3618) 
Hon. Editor-JAMES A. MACKAY, M.A., 11 Newall Terrace, Dumfries DGl lLN 

Past-Presidents 

Mrs. MOLLIE RENNIE, 10 Jean Armour Burns Houses, Mossgiel Road, Mauchline, 
Ayrshire 

S. K. GAW, 13 South Mound, Houston, Renfrewshire 
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ALBERT W. FINLAYSON, M.A., F.E.l.S., East Gallaberry, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries DGl 
lSY 

A. C. W. TRAIN, 71 WoodsideCres., Newmains, Lanarkshire 
R. A. B. McLAREN, 11 South Lauder Road, Edinburgh EH9 2NB 
Mrs. JANE BURGOYNE, M.A., c/o McLeod, Cairnston, Drongan, Ayrshire 
DANIEL J. McILDOWIE, J.P., 'Invermay,' Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ROBERT DONALDSON, 36 Greenock Road, Largs, Ayrshire 
Dr. JOHN I. TAYLOR, M.B., Ch.B., 70 Bolehill Lane, Crookes, Sheffield SIO !SB 
GEORGE VALLANCE, 5 Park Terrace, Lugar, Cumnock KAIS 3LD 
Dr. J. S. MONTGOMERIE, M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., F.S.A., Woodside, 62 Murray 

Crescent, Lamlash, Arran 
W. J. KING-GILLIES, 'The Lomonds,' Cupar Road, Auchtermuchty, Fife 
H. GEORGE McKERROW, J.P., Whiterne, 61 Albert Road, Dumfries DG2 9DL 

District Representatives 

I. Ayrshire: 
J. INGLIS, 16 Berry Drive, Irvine 
Mrs. E. LOGAN, 14 Rowanhill Place, Kilmarnock 
Mrs. A. GAW, 66 Bank Street, Irvine KA120IP 
WILLIAM MORRISON, 19 Campbell Street, Newmilns, Ayrshire 

II. Edinburgh: 
T. D. McILWRAITH, 8 Silverknowes Bank, Edinburgh EH4 5PD 
G. HENDERSON LAING, 50 Marionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
DAVID SCOBIE, 23 Barleyknowe Terrace, Gorebridge 

Ill. Glasgow: 
R. DICKSON JOHNSTON, 48 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, Dun

bartonshire 
ARCHIE McARTHUR, 2 Spotsmains Farm Cottage, Smailholm, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire 
IV. Dunbartonshire and Argyll: 

JOHN YOUNG, 'Jonado,' Round Riding Road, Dumbarton 
V. Fife: 

VI. Lanarkshire: 
T. N. PATERSON, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw 
R. B. CLELAND, 16 McClure Court, Motherwell 

VII. Mid and East Lothians and Borders: 
VIII. West Lothian: 

IX. Renfrewshire: 
ROBERT MILLER. F.S.A.Scot., I I Murdieston Street, Greenock 

PAIS 4DT 
X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires: 

ALEX B. McIVER, Harvieston Lodge, Dollar, FK14 7PY 
TOM RIDDOCK 
JOHN SMITH 

XL Tayside Region: 
MURRAY S. BLAIR, 47 Rouken Glen Road, Glasgow G46 7JD 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties: 
DOUGLAS W. CRUICKSHANK, 7 Baillieswells Drive, Bieldside, Aber

deen 
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XIII. Southern Scottish Counties: 
HUGH CUNNINGHAM, Carrick Lea, 99 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries 
Mrs. S. KNIGHT, 17 GreenleaRoad, Annan, Dumfriesshire 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England: 
W. A. D. NEISH, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G52 6F 

XV. North East England: 
MALCOLM McLEAN MAIR, 108 Tunstall Road, Sunderland, Tyne and 

Wear 
XVI. North West England: 

Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, 'Dinarth,' 16 Half Edge Eccles, Manchester 
M30 9GJ 

XVII. Yorkshire: 
JAMES PARNHAM, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, Leeds LS8 2QT 
J. DAVIE, 11 Cornfield Avenue, Oakes, Huddersfield 

XVIII. North and East Midlands: 

XIX. 
xx. 

XXI. 
XXII. 

XXIII. 
XXIV. 

xxv. 

XXVI. 

XXVII. 
XXVIII. 

G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, Rotherham, Yorkshire 
LEW W. REID, 'Lea Rig,' 152 Lea Road, Gainsborough, Lines. 

DN121AN 
Mrs. J. A. IRVINE, 'Ulvescroft,' 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, Rother-

ham, Yorkshire 
West Midlands of England: 
South Western England: 
Wales: 
Ireland: 
Africa: 
Australia: 

D. J. McILDOWIE, Invermay, Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
New Zealand: 

WILLIAM SCOTT, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 
Canada: 

Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6H 4A6 
D. W. OGILVIE, 'Lingerwood,' 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries DG2 9AY 

India: 
U.S.A.: 

MARVIN D. McQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East Fifth, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe: 
DAVE SMITH, 22 Cargenbridge, Troqueer, Dumfries DG2 8LW 

SUB-COMMITTEES: 

Finance: Mr. H. G. McKerrow (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Messrs. R. Dickson 
Johnstone, D. J. Mclldowie, A. Train, Lew Reid, R. B. Cleland, G. Anderson, A. W. 
Finlayson and J. Davy. 

Memorials: Mr. Sam Gaw (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. A. Gaw, 
Messrs. G. W. Burnett, H. Cunningham, R. A. B. McLaren, W. Scott, D. J. Mclldowie, T. 
D. Mcilwraith, John Inglis, D. Smith, A. McArthur and J. Montgomerie. 

Literature: Mr. D. W. Ogilvy (Convener}, Mrs. J. Burgoyne, Mrs. M. Irvine, Messrs. G. 
W. Burnett, A. W. Finlayson, A. Train, J. Davie, J. Parnham, M. Mair, G. Anderson, G. 
H. Laing, J. A. Mackay, T. N. Paterson, J. Glass and J. Montgomerie. 



Schools: Mr. J. Glass (Convener), Mrs. S. Knight, Mrs. M. Irvine, Mrs. T. D. Dunlop, 
Messrs. A. W. Finlayson, G. W. Burnett, R. A. B. McLaren, T. D. Mcllwraith, D. W. 
Ogilvie, A. Train. D. Scobie, J. Young and J. Kidd. 

Auditors 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 

ASSOC IA TE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1980181 

Thomas Murray, 5 Horne Terrace, Edinburgh EH! I IJJ 
Glenne Mitchell, Kirks Cottage, Bowbridge Lane, Prestbury, Gloucester 
Hugh J. Bryden, 8 Bonnyrigg Drive, Eastwood, Glasgow 
D.S. MacGregor, 26 Bd De La Fraternite, Bonnevoie, Luxembourg 
R. Wismach, Stenmuir, Kirkton, Dumfries 
Mrs. J. M. Cutting, 56 Dean Road W., Leicester 
R. W. Taylor, 26 Summer lea Road, Leicester 
Mrs. S. G. Wylie, Evertown, Canonbie 
Mrs. L. Helm, 22 Fernlea Crescent, Annan, Dumfriesshire 
James Bell, West Thorntoun, Crosshouse, by Kilmarnock 
W. Burns Jones, Box 348 Beaufort, S.C., U.S.A. 
J. L. S. Parton, 226 Clarendon Park Road, Leicester 
Mrs. M. Easton, 55 Rosehill Drive, Aberdeen 
William Riddell, 10 Central Avenue, Beverley, Yorks 
J. Rankin, 21 Veverley Road, So. Cave., Brough 
Thomas Slaven, 11 St. Davids Close, Chepstow, Gwent 
S. W. Crawford, 16 Sandown Treetops, Cor West and Maude Streets, Sandown, Johannes

burg 2196, Transvaal, S. Africa 
Mrs. Jean MacMillan, 43 South Hamilton Street, Kilmarnock 
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List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1925 Edinburgh 1957 Aberdeen 
1894 Glasgow 1926 Perth 1958 Harrogate 
1895 Dundee 1927 Derby 1959 Ayr 
1896 Kilmarnock 1928 Aberdeen 1960 Glasgow 
1897 Greenock 1929 Troon 1961 Dumfries 
1898 Mauchline 1930 Greenock 1962 Durham 
1899 Dumfries 1931 Ha wick 1963 Stirling 
1900 Kilmarnock 1932 Stirling 1964 London 
1901 Glasgow 1933 London 1965 Hamilton 
1902 Greenock 1934 Glasgow 1966 Troon 
1903 Edinburgh 1935 Ayr and 1967 Sheffield 
1904 Stirling Kilmarnock 1968 Falkirk 
1905 Hamilton 1936 Elgin 1969 Southport 
1906 Kilmarnock 1937 Newcastle- 1970 Arbroath 
1907 Sunderland upon-Tyne 1971 Coventry 
1908 St. Andrews 1938 Dumfries 1972 Aberdeen 
1909 Dunfermline 1940-46 Glasgow 1973 Dumfries 
1910 Lanark 1947 Dunoon 1974 Edinburgh 
1911 Glasgow 1948 Stirling 1975 Dundee 
1912 Carlisle 1949 Mauchline 1976 Leeds 
1913 Galashiels 1950 Bristol 1977 Motherwell 
1915-19 Glasgow 1951 Montrose 1978 Glasgow 
1920 London 1952 Norwich 1979 London, 
1921 . Dunfermline 1953 Paisley Ontario 
1922 Birmingham 1954 Sheffield 1980 Leicester 
1923 Ayr 1955 Edinburgh 
1924 Dumfries 1956 Cheltenham 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire-40 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly J oily Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Treon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 'Howff', Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 

681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
772 Prestwick 
773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 Irvine Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
954 Newton, Ayr 
970 Dairy Bowling 
982 Garnock 
988 Darvel 
995 Drongan 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 

Secretary: Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

II. Edinburgh-30 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
187 Galashiels 
198 Gorebridge 
199 Newbattle 
212 Portobello 
239 Hawick 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balerno 
341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 

378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 
516 The Airts Burns Club 
740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
839 Coldstream 
929 Bathgate 
942 Easthouse Miners' Welfare 
947 John Cairney Burns Club 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Ladies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 

Secretary: G. Henderson-Laing, 50 Marrionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
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III. Glasgow-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 

263 
581 
585 
612 
642 

Association 
Masonic 
Cumbernauld 
Queen's Park Clarinda 
Torrance Masonic 
Rutherglen 

Secretary: Scott I. Galt, 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow Gl2 OPQ 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-5 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 

695 Kilmarnock (Dunbartonshire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, I 11 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton G82 4ER 

V. Fife-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

I3 St. Andrews 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 
Secretary: 

688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 
803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

VI. Lanarkshire-21 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
I33 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 

637 Millheugh 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 
961 Larkhall 
973 Salsburgh Miners 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

2I Greenock 
48 Paisley 

IX. 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 
430 Gourock 

Renfrewshire-8 Clubs: 1 Member 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 
576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

Secretary: Robert Miller, F.S.A.Scot., I I Murdieston Street, Greenock PAIS 
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X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-29 Clubs: 3 Members 

4 Callander 725 Ben Cleuch, Tilllicoultry 
37 Dollar 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
50 Stirling 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 

116 Greenloaning Perthsire 
126 Falkirk 850 Dollar Masonic 
426 Sauchie 865 Forester Arms 
469 Denny Cross 895 Westerton Arms Burns Club 
503 Dunblane 902 Newmarket Burns Club 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 911 Borestone Bowling Club 
543 Abbey Craig 923 Old Manor Burns Club 
630 Coalsnaughton 925 Laurieston 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
657 Fallin Burns Club 935 Torbrex, Stirling 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 993 Cambusbarron 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 1000 United Glass 
Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Stewart, 17 Park Terrace, Tullibody, Alloa FKlO 2BA 

XI. Tayside Regional Area-8 Clubs: 1 Member 
14 Dundee 
26 Perth 
42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 
360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
955 Gartwhinzean 

Secretary: Frank Curran, 250 Rosemount Road, Dundee DD2 3TG 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 

XII. Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member 
698 Turriff 

336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 
691 Inverness 

723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 

XIII Southern Scottish Counties-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 
217 Eskdale 
226 Dumfries 
323 Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 
437 Dumfries Ladies 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A. 
536 Whitham 
562 Castle Douglas 
589 Solway 
626 Moffat and District 

629 Sanquhar 
660 The Langholm Ladies 
693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
730 Wigtown 
818 Dalbeattie and District 
916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
924 S.C.T.A. 
926 Rosamond 
985 New Galloway 
990 Auldgirth 
999 Dumfries Round Table 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 

Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries DG2 OEH 
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XIV. London and South-Eastern England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Society 
570 Scottish Clans Association of 

London 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 
Society 

743 Romford Scottish Association 
918 Dover and East Kent 
952 Guildford 

Secretary: W. A. D. Neish, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6E 

XV. North-Eastern England-11Clubs:1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 
744 Durham and District Cal. Society 
745 Northumberland and Durham 

Cal. Society 

759 Sunderland and District Cal. 
Society 

898 Peterlee and District Cal. 
Society 

901 Cramington Burns Club 
1003 Berwick on Tweed 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 26 The Gardens, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay 

XVI. North-Western England-15 Clubs: 2 Members 

95 Bolton 
236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Society 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew 
Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

780 Isle of Man Cal. Society 
834 St. Andrews Society 

(Altrincham, Sale and Dist.) 
956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Society 
989 Holt Hill 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 

XVII. Yorkshire-IS Clubs: 2 Members 

548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrowgate St. Andrew's Soc. 
718 St.Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Society 
812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 
880 Otley and District 

894 Beverley and District 
905 Keighley and District 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
987 Hull 

Secretary: Robert Pine, Alpin House, 4 West Grove Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire 
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XVIII. North and East Midlands of England-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
405 Sheffield Cal. Society 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
454 Rotherham 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
556 Doncaster Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 

746 Grimsby and District Cal. Society 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 
861 Cal. Society of Lincoln 
862 Market Rasen Scottish 

Association 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Society 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
963 Cotgrave 

Secretary: G. Irvine, 'Ulvescroft,' 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
5NF 

XIX. West Midlands of England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
553 Wolverhampton 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 
881 Rugeley and Dist. Burns Club 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 15 Greensleeves Close, Coventry 

XX. South-Western England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 
951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Society 

Secretary: 

XXI. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 

XXII. Ireland-I Club: 1 Member 

xxm. 

896 Sierra Leone 
934 Manama Caledonian Society 

15 Belfast 

Africa-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 
964 Gambia Caledonian Society 
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XXIV. Australia-20 Clubs: 2 Members 

511 Perth 
523 N .S. W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongon Burns Society 
914 Ipswich and West Moreton 

919 Orar:geandDistrict 
950 Drumoyne 
960 Hobart St. Andrew 
965 Royal Cal. Society of S. Australia 
968 Warrnambool and Dist. Cal. Society 
975 Scots B.C. ofW. Australia 
978 Whyalla 
984 McQuarrie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 

XXV. New Zealand-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 

Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Society 
443 Burns Club of Victoria (B.C.) 
476· Border Cities (Ontario) 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 
841 Robert Burns Association of 

Montreal 

842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 
Ontario 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 
974 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 

XXVIII. U.S.A.-14 Clubs: 1 Member 
220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 

958 Toledo 

597 The Burns Society of the City 

966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 
978 Dickeyville 
981 Berkshire, Mass. 
986 Annapolis of New York 

701 Detroit 
870 Massachusetts 
941 San Diego 

994 Midlands, Columbia 
1001 Mystic Highland Pipe Band 

Secretary: Alan Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A. 
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XXIX. Near and Middle East-1Club:1 Member 
959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 

XXX. Europe-I Club: 1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 



Clubs represented 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

College Hall, 
University of Leicester. 
13th September 1980. 

O Kilmarnock (3), 1 London (3), 2 Alexandria (1), 14 Dundee (3), 21 Greenock (2), 26 
Perth (2), 33 Glasgow Haggis (1), 36 Rosebery (2), 37 Dollar (2), 55 Derby (2), 89 Sun
derland (3), 95 Bolton (3), 112 Dumfries Howff (3), 158 Darlington (1), 167 Birmingham 
(3), 173 Irvine (1), 192 Ayrshire (3), 198 Gorebridge (1), 217 Eskdale (1), 226 Dumfries 
(3), 252 Alloway (3), 263 Glasgow Masonic (2), 275 Ayr (2), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire (1), 
349 Kilmarnock Howff (1), 365 Catrine (1), 360 Lochee (3), 366 Liverpool (3), 378 
Edinburgh District (3), 387 Cambuslang (3), 503 Dunblane (1), 593 Annan Ladies (3), 405 
Sheffield (3), 437 Dumfries Ladies (3), 454 Rotherham (3), 461 Leicester (1), 462 
Cheltenham (2), 530 Southern Scottish Counties (3), 548 Leeds (3), 559 Coventry 
Caledonian (2), 561 London Ontario (2), 578 Lanarkshire (l), 581 Cumbernauld (1), 627 
Kinross (2), 630 Coalsnaughton (3), 632 Symington (3), 642 Rutherglen (3), 681 
Kilmarnock Cronies (1), 696 Whitley Bay (2), 701 Detroit (1), 718 York (1), 720 Retford 
(1), 721 Plymouth (2), 763 Wakefield (3), 803 Bowhill (2), 809 Allanton (2), 822 Mansfield 
(3), 854 N.E. England (1), 866 Heanor (2), 872 East Midlands (2), 880 Otley (2), 887 
Gainsborough (2), 916 Hole i' the Wa' (1), 917 Scottish Presidents (3), 918 Dover and East 
Kent (1), 922 Clumber (3), 926 Rosamond (3), 936 Irvine Lasses (3), 939 Griffin (2), 944 
Alamo (2), 948 Saltcoats (2), 961 Larkhall (3), 986 Annapolis (2), 987 Hull (1), United 
Glass (2), Executive Committee (26). 

Mr. Sam Gaw, President, opened the meeting and introduced the top table. 
Apologies for absence were intimated from Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, who had just un

dergone a major operation and Mrs. Jane Burgoyne who sent her best wishes. 
The President said death had robbed the Federation of several of their long serving 

members-Fred Belford, Neil Campbell and Charles Easton, all of whom would be very 
difficult to replace. The Council observed a minute's silence in respect. 

He welcomed and introduced the following delegates from overseas: 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Raeside, London, Ontario 
Mr. and Mrs. H. C. McDonald, Detroit Burns Club 
Mrs. M. C. Mitchell, Melbourne Burns Club 
Mr. James D. MacPherson, Annapolis Burns Club 
Mr. Alan Booth, Annapolis Burns Club 

Greetings had been received from the Citizens of Minneapolis where Past President R. 
A. B. McLaren had visited and from Auckland Burns Club and Mrs. J. M. Mackie, 
Dumfries had been asked to issue an invitation from Auckland Burns Club to anyone 
visiting New Zealand. 

Minute 
With the change in the publication date of the Burns Chronicle it was noted that clubs 

did not have a chance to scrutinise the Minute before the Conference weekend. After some 
discussion it was agreed that the Minute be circulated to clubs not later than one month 
before the following Conference. The Council agreed to adopt the minute of the 1979 
Conference as printed in the 1981 Burns Chronicle. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
In presenting the Secretary's Report Mr. George Anderson said that Mr. Thomson was 

making good progress. He referred to the loss of so many of the stalwarts of the Burns 
Federation in the last year and said these men would not be easily replaced. 

The article referred to earlier in the year by Mr. Thomson, who had collaborated in its 
compilation, had been published in the July edition of the Readers Digest. An article in 
this magazine with such a high circulation made people outside the movement aware of 
the Burns Federation. He passed on Mr. Thomson's thanks to those who had supported 
the Burns Garden at Dean Castle. 

The Lord Lyon King of Arms had suggested the Burns Federation matriculate the coat 
of arms designed by Burns himself which shows this organisation is being taken seriously. 
This is going to pose some problems as we will require permission from some of Burns's 
descendants. If anyone can help us contact any of them could they get in touch with the 
secretary as soon as possible. 

We also find ourselves next year being asked to organise a Burns Supper for the In
ternational Clan Gathering Association. Tickets will be available to members of the 
Federation. 

A much more exciting happening is the proposed St. Giles'-Robert Burns Memorial. 
This will take the form of a stained glass window over the principal entrance to the 
Cathedral and the time has now come when Burnsians will have to cease paying lip-service 
to the Burns movement as this is going to cost a lot of money. The Patrons of the appeal 
are the Earl of Selkirk, Earl of Elgin, Lord Rosebery, Lord Birsay, the Duke of Hamilton 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Whitley. This is evidence of the standing of the Burns Federation here 
in Scotland. We hope to raise in the region of £25,000 and it would be nice to think we 
could do so without going beyond the Burns Federation and friends. 

Since Mr. Thomson became secretary he has been fighting the inward-looking attitude 
of the· Burns Federation. We are seeing changes-we had the success of the Conference in 
Canada last year, we have gone abroad to spread the word! 

Regarding finances we are looking forward to the future with confidence. We have tried 
to help the less successful clubs in the past but we must look at the finances with a realistic 
eye. The future of the Federation is more challenging than ever before but we will buckle 
down to the work that lies ahead of us, and by practising the honesty so loved by Burns 
shall we be worthy inheritors of our past. 

Membership 
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Number of clubs on roll at May 1979 
Lapsed or disbanded 

Affiliated: 
990 Auldgirth Burns Club 
991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 
992 Marchbank Barns Club 
993 Cambusbarron Social Burns Club 
994 Robert Burns Society of the Midlands, Columbia 
995 Drongan and District Working Mens Burns Club 
996 Lodge St. Andrew, Kilmarnock 
997 Caledonian Society of Holland, Lincolnshire 

..__{ ·-.,-:---.;...... _____________________ _ 

343 
3 

340 

8 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
During the year the following meetings were held: 

June 1979. Gorebridge Burns Club as their guests. 
November 1979. Kilmarnock as guests of Kilmarnock and Loudon District 

Council. 
March 1980. Irvine Burns Club as their guests. 

FINANCE REPORT 
Mr. McKerrow presented the financial statement and made the following comments: 

Ordinary Fund 
Subscriptions have not been increased since 1972 and all the running expenses of the 

Federation had escalated. It was only due to clubs paying £1015 in advance subscriptions 
and the '200 Club' that this fund remained in the black. The increase in the 1980/81 
subscription might just be enough to keep this account on the right side. 
Literature Fund 

It has been necessary to raise the price of the Burns Chronicle to meet the recent large 
increases in printing and paper costs. The cost of the free Chronicle to clubs and associate 
members would now be met by the Ordinary Fund. 
Reserve Fund 

The Canadian Conference had made quite a reduction on this fund but it had been 
money well spent. Mr. McKerrow noted there was no charge in for secretary's and 
treasurer's expenses. 

Mr. Lew Reid moved adoption of the report, seconded by Mr. Mciver. 

EDITOR'S REPORT 
Mr. Mackay said he did not have a great deal to say as delegates had the Chronicle in 

their hands. He said having it ready for the Conference last year had increased sales and 
the 1980 edition was virtually sold out. In spite of the increase in price sales of the 1981 
edition were level with last year at this time. 

He still needed pictures of club members and workers. There are many who should be 
better known to the movement at large. There were 180 club reports in this Chronicle 
which although more than last year is still only about half the clubs on the roll. People had 
criticised the deadline for material but no matter what date he set it would be unsuitable 
for someone. He agreed that the forms had been sent out too late to give clubs much time 
but from now on they would be circulated in December to be returned not later than 15th 
April. The deadline for articles would be 15th March. 

Mr. G. Todd moved adoption of the Editor's report seconded by Mr. J. Smith. 

SCHOOLS REPORT 
Mr. James Glass reported that the interest shown in the Burns Federation Schools 

Competitions continues undiminished, and indeed the 1980 returns show an increase of 47 
in the number of schools participating and a rise of no fewer than 10, 771 in the number of 
competitors. The largest increase is in the Recitation Section, and the Instrumental 
Section grows anually in popularity. 

This satisfactory and most encouraging state of affairs reflects credit on Head Teachers 
and their Staffs, for the enthusiastic response of pupils is no doubt largely due to their 
own dedication and the belief that the preservation of our national heritage of poetry, 
music and song is vitally necessary. The Education Departments of the various Regions 
also deserve thanks for valuable assistance on the administrative side, and the printers are 
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to be commended for their prompt and efficient service. 
Recitation Scottish Literature (Written) Singing Accompanying 

313 
Instrumental 

2,361 97,486 20,411 24,903 
Total Competitors: 145,474 No. of Schools: 691 

No. of Certificates awarded: 11, 747 

There has been a large volume of correspondence from schools and many letters stress 
the value placed on the certifcates of merit and the stimulus given by the Scottish 
Literature Competitions. 

In the Art Competition the number of Primary School Competitors rose to 1,057, 
double the figure for 1979, while for the first time for several years entries (46) were 
received from Secondary Schools, a most welcome development. 

Primary Schools 
Prizewinners lst Nigel King Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie 

2nd Iain Clark St. Gerardine Primary School, Lossie· 
mouth 

3rd Andrew Robertson Bruntsfield Primary School, Edinburgh 
4th Tracy Gillespie Lochgelly West Primary School, Loch

gelly, Fife 
5th Lorraine Irvine Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie 

Commended Seonaidh Clark Haldane Primary School 

Prizewinners 

Commended 

Martin Grant Oxgangs Primary School, Edinburgh 
Nicola Reid Lochgelly West Primary School, Loch

gelly, Fife 
N. Robertson Longniddry Primary School, East Lothian 

No. of Entries: 1,057 

Secondary Schools 
lst Alan Milne 
2nd Nicky Smith 

3rd Colin MacPherson 
4th Matthew Price 
5th Brian Wilson 
Gary Caldwell 

Dumbarton Academy 
John Neilson High School, Ferguslie, 
Paisley 
Dumbarton Academy 
Dumbarton Academy 
Dumbarton Academy 
John Neils ton High School, Ferguslie, 
Paisley 

Gordon Nicholson Hunter High School, East Kilbride 
No. of Entries: 46 

Merit certificates were awarded to all candidates whose work reached the standard set 
by the Adjudicating Panel.and prizewinners were given book tokens. 

Once again letters were received expressing appreciation of the interest sparked off by 
the competition, not to mention, as one Head Teacher aptly phrased it, 'the fun enjoyed 
during the production of our masterpieces!' 

Mr. J. Glass appealed to Burns Clubs to assist in furthering the aims of the Burns 
Federation by organising Burns competitions and displays in districts where local schools 
do not take part in the official competitions, or by providing book prizes for those which 
do. The undernoted clubs perform useful and rewarding work in this field. 
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Busbiehill Burns Club, Airts Burns Club Prestonpans, Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 
Burns Club, Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association, The Markinch Burns 
Club, Ayr Burns Club, Alloway Burns Club. 

Melbourne Burns Club, Australia, had also made enquiries about running a com
petition. 

Mr. Sutherland moved that a special certificate be made available for project work and 
Mrs. Anderson, Rosamond Burns Club seconded. 

Mr. Hugh Docherty said books for prizes were becoming increasingly expensive and 
suggested the Federation might be able to help clubs by buying books in bulk which could 
be re-sold to clubs at a reduced rate. It was suggested the clubs might use the Federation 
publications as prizes. It was agreed this might be given some consideration by the 
Literature Committee. 

Mr. Kennedy, 843, suggested that the winning picture in the Art Competition might be 
printed in the Burns Chronicle and it was felt this might be worth considering. It was 
agreed it would be impossible to pick an overall winning entry in the literature competition 
for printing. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE REPORT 

Mr. James Inglis said it was with extreme regret that he had to report the death of Charles 
Easton, Convener of the Scottish Literature Committee, who had done so much for the 
Committee, the Executive, and the Burns world in general. 

The past year has been very much akin to the 'curate's egg' with the emphasis on the 
poorer incumbent. We are extremely grateful once more to Jim Mackay in producing the 
1981 Burns Chronicle in time for the Conference. All were agreed that the first faltering 
steps into colour were admirable; unfortunately due to severe financial restrictions we will 
not be able to go beyond our present modest step forward in the immediate future. Due to 
escalating costs we incurred heavy losses on the 1980 Chronicle and have as a result been 
unable to finance any other publication this year. For the future the Executive Council 
have clearly laid it down that the Burns Chronicle must be made to pay its way. The first 
immediate step has been to increase cost to members-these will be £2.50 bound copy and 
£2 paper back provided they are ordered direct to Federation Headquarters through club 
secretaries if possible. Copies will be available in commercial bookshops but the price 
there will be the published price of the book-£3.75 bound copy, £3 paper back. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to the '200 Club' and to sales and royalties from A Scots 
Kist and Bairnsangs. 

The future of the Literature Committee is fraught with difficulties and challenges, and 
not the least of these challenges is the encouragement to authors to produce worthwhile 
publications. You may ask 'how is this to be achieved?' No easy answer I am afraid. The 
abandonment of 'Talking Books' does not mean the abandonment of sponsorship as a 
positive solution to our problems. Costs spiral each year, our investment income is 
mortgaged to the Chronicle and Schools Competitions; clubs and members must make a 
conscious effort; for the future. Send us suggestions for future projects together with pro
posals for financing. We at Headquarters have set ourselves the objective of producing in 
the Centenary Year a History of the Federation. This will require cash to publish; 
sponsorship for this and other worthwhile works appears at the moment to be the only 
method in this present financial climate which has a prospect of success. 

'To conclude,' said Mr. Inglis, 'I am sure we all have the interest of the Burns Federa
tion at heart, then let us show it by deed and example. There is no better "Lasting 
Memorial" to this great movement of ours than the publication of the "Living Word". 
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Club Committees, individual members and Executive Council all have their parts to 
play-rally round and let us report in 1981 on a bumper year in every way.' 

MEMORIALS REPORT 
Mr. Gaw said assistance was needed to compile a check list of monuments, plaques, 
cairns, houses, grave furniture and memorablia of Burns and his contemporaries. This 
request is directed not only to Scots at home but also to Scots in countries where such 
token memorials have already been made to the memory and principles of Robert Burns. 

With this co-operation a gazeteer could be produced which will not only ensure the 
preservation but will guide people to places virtually unknown and unappreciated. Such a 
list, with the mobility we enjoy today could add a new dimension and understanding of 
the efforts our forefathers took to preserve such items of the Scots Heritage more laudable 
surely than a First Aid report of forgotten places. 

The ceremonies at Leglen Wood and Brow Well had been well attended and the 
Southern Counties people had gone out of their way to provide an entertaining spectacle. 
Mr. Gaw felt both areas should seek national publicity in order to take the opportunity of 
presenting Robert Burns to areas hoaching with visitors in July. 

He reported that the work on the Auld Brig o' Doon had been well done by Kyle and 
Carrick Council. At Mauchline the Tourist Board will continue their plan to renovate 
Nance Tinnock's House and Tavern, and the restoration of 'The Castle'. 

The Burns House at Mauchline had the exhibits excellently displayed and he felt it 
deserved many more visitors than it got at present. 

In Dumfries and District Burns's first house in the Venne! had been saved by the efforts 
of its owner occupiers. The Monuments in St. Michael's Kirkyard, with the exception of 
Col de Peyster's which requires renewal, are all in good order. The fabric of the Globe Inn 
was being carefully watched during pile-driving nearby and the clubs are considering 
covering the Bust at Thornhill (Laing Waugh Memorial) to prevent further rainwater dis
colouration. 

At Irvine the Museum is being extended and the exhibits increased. The financial 
restrictions imposed by the Government together with other factors has put the Glasgow 
Venne! relics in danger. 

The Burns Garden at Dean Castle, Kilmarnock, has been started and clubs are contri
buting to the cost of the planting. The official unveiling of the Cairn at Covington Mains 
will take place in November. 

A considerable amount of work has been carried out at the Laight Cairn, Glenafton, 
making it an excellent picnic area. Few people know of its existence and a trip to beautiful 
Glenafton, by New Cumnock is to be recommended. 

Mr. McSwein paid tribute to the work done by Mr. Gaw in connection with the reno
vation of the Highland Mary Memorial and expressed thanks to all who had subscribed to 
the Greenock Burns Club's appeal. 

PUBLICITY REPORT 
Mr. Anderson said he was still finding it difficult to attract the interest of News Editors or 
the Television peopl~·and h'e still was not getting sufficient feed-back from members of the 
Federation. However Jock Thomson's visit to America had received some coverage and 
he had been in contact with Reuter's reporter. Locally in Glasgow he had received good 
feed-back and the Leicester Conference had been covered by their local Press and Radio. 

The forthcoming opening of the new Caretaker's House at the Jean Armour Houses 
had had some coverage and the Evening Times had shown interest in a rumour that a 
gravestone had been vandalised. 
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A few weeks before the Conference the Glasgow Clubs had manned a stall on behalf of 

the Federation at the World Pipe Band Association Jubilee Celebrations and this had been 

a worthwhile exercise which might be repeated at other events. 
He said the Federation had started the '70s with its first lady President, Mrs. Jane 

Burgoyne and had started to be more outward-looking. In starting the '80s with our 

second lady President we can look forward to 1981 when we are going to Irvine on the 

200th Anniversary of Burns meeting Richard Brown, the centenary of the Burns 

Federation in 1985, the 200th anniversary of the printing of the first Kilmarnock edition in 

1986 and in 1987 the Memorial Window in St. Giles' Cathedral. An encouraging future! 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

The following office-bearers were unanimously elected: 

President-Mrs. M. Rennie, Cambuslang 
Senior Vice-President-Mr. John Kidd, Kinross 
Junior Vice-President-Mr. George Anderson 
Hon. Treasurer and Secretary-Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, Kilmarnock 
Schools Competitions-Mr. James Glass, Ayr 
Hon. Editor-Mr. James A. MacKay, Dumfries 
Hon. President-Mr. Hugh Cunningham 

MOTION 

North and East Midlands of England: 'that this Conference is of the opinion that con

siderable sums now being expended by the Central Fund be diverted to the St. Giles' 

Memorable Window project'. Mr. G. Irvine spoke to the motion and Mr. Lew Reid 

seconded. 
Mr. G. Vallance moved an amendment that things remain as at present whereby the 

disbursement of this fund is decided at the end of the financial year and Mr. John Inglis, 

Irvine, seconded. 
After some discussion a vote was taken and the amendment was carried. 

1981 CONFERENCE 

Mr. John Inglis issued the invitation to the Council to meet in Irvine on 1 lth, 12th and 

13th September 1981 as that is the bi-centenial year of the Robert Burns Statue being 

erected in Irvine. The invitation was unanimously accepted. 

AUSTRALIA 

A telegram had been received from Alex. Johnstone inviting the Burns Federation to send 

either Mrs. Rennie or Mr. Finlayson as Federation representative to Australia since Mr. 

Thomson had had to cancel his personal trip. As neither the people concerned nor the 

Committee had had time to give this consideration this was referred to the Finance 

Committee. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

An invitation to hold the 1983 Conference in Hamilton, Ontario, had been received and 

Mr. MacPherson of Annapolis Burns Club issued an invitation to hold it in Annapolis. 

This was referred to the Executive Committee. 
Mr. R. W. Wilson expressed the Federation's thanks to the London Ontario Club for 

the hospitality received by all who had attended the 1979 Conference. 
The meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. Gaw. 
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Balance at I st May 1979 ..................................... . 
Funding Loan .............................................. . 
Burns Chronicle: 

Sales to Clubs ............................................ . 
Sales to Trade ............................................ . 

Adverts ................................................... . 
Bairnsangs ................................................ . 
Scots Kist: 

Royalties ................................................ . 
Sales ................................................... . 

Affiliation Fees ............................................. . 
Donation (to schools) ........................................ . 
Tax Refund ............................................... . 
From Central Fund ......................................... . 
From '200 Club' ........................................... . 
Dividends ................................................. . 
Interest-Deposit Account. ................................... . 
From Ordinary Fund ......................................... . 

Balance as at lstMay 1979 
Deposit Account. ........................................... . 
Funding Loan .............................................. . 
Dividends ................................................. . 
Tax Refund ............................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ................................... . 
Donation-St. Giles ......................................... . 

SCOTTISH 

£9.95 
17305.90 

2760.19 
308.69 
612.80 
129.45 

333.10 
299.28 

13.50 
5.00 

339.74 
250.00 
300.00 

1035.30 
43.07 

340.00 

£24085.97 

CENTRAL 

£29.19 
11575.85 

692.16 
296.64 

21.07 
50.00 

£ 12664.91 

LAING WAUGH 

Balance at 1 st May 1979 ..................................... . 
£300 Consolidated Stock ..................................... . 
Dividends ................................................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account .................................. . 

£14.63 
207.00 

8.40 
I. 78 

£231.81 



LITERATURE FUND 

School Competitions: 
Expenses ................................................ . 
Books Tokens ............................................ . 
Printing ................................................. . 

Burns Chronicle: 
Printing ................................................. . 
Editor's allowance ........................................ . 

Back Numbers ............................................. . 
Postages ................................................ . 

Interest on Overdraft ........................................ . 
Scroll. ................................................. ···· 
Balance at 30th April 1980 
Deposit Account ............................................ . 

£24,650 60Jo Funding Loan (at cost) 

FUND 

To Literature Fund ......................................... . 
Heritage Trail Expenses .................................... . 
Balance as at 30th April 1980 ............................... . 
Deposit Account. ......................................... . 
£ l 6,480 Funding Loan at cost .............................. . 

MEMORIAL FUND 

Balance at 30th April 1980 
Deposit Account. ........................................... . 
£300 Consolidated Stock ..................................... . 

£120.99 
55.00 

579.09 

4300.00 
540.00 

31.00 
197.79 
37.06 
88.33 

830.81 
17305.90 

£24085.97 

£250.00 
16.30 

822. 76 
822.76 

11575.85 

£12664.91 

£24.81 
207.00 

£231.81 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND 
lst May 1979 to 

Balance as at lst May 1979 ................................... . 
Annual Subscriptions 

Current ................................................. . 
Arrears ................................................. . 
Advance ................................................ . 
Associate Members ....................................... . 

Half affiliation fees .......................................... . 
Burns Check ............................................... . 
Badges .................................................... . 
Diplomas ................................................. . 
Vignettes .................................................. . 
Song Book ................................................ . 
Maps ......................................... ············· 
Books .................................................... . 
Gourdie Book .............................................. . 
Cassettes and Records ....................................... . 
Burns and Edinburgh ....................................... . 
Donations ...................................... : .......... . 
Interest on Deposit Account .................................. . 
From '200' Club ........................................... . 
Cassette Sponsors ........................................... . 
Unallocated and miscellaneous ................................ . 
Cheques not presented ( 1977) ................................. . 
Cairney Film .............................................. . 
Shares '200' Club 1980 ...................................... . 

ORDINARY 

£42.75 

1320.24 
110.00 

1015.13 
501.70 

13.50 
422.41 
289.70 
41.05 

2.84 
27.90 
12.60 
7.90 

99.06 
27.00 
20.25 

I 01.59 
41.70 

362.07 
17.00 
2.00 

32.90 
3.00 

50.00 

£4564.29 

ANDERSON W. 

Balance at I st May 1979 ..................................... . 
£400 9 % Treasury Stock .................................... . 
Dividend .................................................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account .................................. . 

£93.17 
313.50 

54.00 
9.89 

£470.56 



EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 
30th April 1980 

FUND 

Stationery ................................................. . 
Posts ..................................................... . 
Audit ..................................................... . 
Insurance ................................................. . 
Salary .................................................... . 
Bank Charges .............................................. . 
Meetings .................................................. . 
Wreaths .................................................. . 
Gourdie Book .............................................. . 
Books etc .................................................. . 
Burns check ............................................... . 
Badges .................................................... . 
Secretary's expenses ......................................... . 
To Literature Fund: 

part of subscription 1980/81. ............................... . 
Balance at 30th April 1980 ................................... . 

WILSON FUND 

Balance at 30th April 1980 ................................... . 
£400 9 % Treasury Stock .................................... . 

£136.19 
534.99 

96.60 
50.30 

1726.95 
59.37 
38.34 
36.58 

109.01 
7.39 

463.44 
505.54 

34.60 

340.00 
424.99 

£4564.29 

£157.06 
313.50 

£470.56 
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Balance at lst May 1979 ..................................... . 
£ 1570.16 Treasury Stock 

(J. Dyall Memorial) ....................................... . 
Dividend .................................................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account .................................. . 
Donation-San Diego ....................................... . 

Balance at 1 st May 1979 ..................................... . 
Donations: Jean Armour Houses .............................. . 

National Memorial ................................ . 
Interest on Deposit Account .................................. . 

Balance 1 st May 1979 ....................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account .................................. . 
Glasgow Conference ........................................ . 

126 

VISITS 

£362.24 

1475.57 
121.64 
41.23 

136.38 

£2137.06 

GENERAL 

£29.49 
235.00 
25.00 
5.35 

£294.84 

RESERVE 

£ 1563.96 
76.95 

159.45 

£ 1800.36 



FUND 

Balance at 30th April 1980 ................................... . 
£ 1570.16 Treasury Stock 

(J. Dyall Memorial) ....................................... . 

APPEALS FUND 

Paid to: Jean Armour Houses ................................. . 
National Memorial Homes ............................ . 

Balance at 30th April 1980 ................................... . 

FUND 

Conference ................................................ . 
Hodge-Annual Reports ..................................... . 
Corporation Tax ............................................ . 
Balance ................................................... . 

KILMARNOCK, 1 lTH DECEMBER, 1980 

£661.49 

1475.57 

£2137.06 

£265.00 
25.00 

4.84 

£294.84 

£1020.47 
125.00 
82.10 

572.79 

£1800.36 

We have examined the Books and accounts of the Burns Federation for the year ended 30th 
April 1980 and have obtained all the information and explanations required. We certify that the 
foregoing Financial Statement is in accordance with the Books and we have verified that the 
Funds and Securities at 30th April, 1980 as shown in the Statement are correct. 

HENRY BROWN & CO 
Chartered Accountants 
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CLUB NOTES 

0. Kilmarnock Burns Club. The Annual Supper held on 23rd January 1981 was enlightened 
and entertained by the Immortal Memory toast of Professor David Daiches. Supporting speakers 
were Mr. Douglas Willock and Mrs. Margaret Ireland respectively proposing and replying to the 
toast of the Lasses. The music for the evening was delightfully rendered by the Kilmarnock 
Academy Ensemble. The venue for the evening was the Howard Park Hotel, Kilmarnock. 

To celebrate St. Andrew's Day a dinner was held in the Howard Park Hotel, Kilmarnock on 
27th November 1980 at which the Earl of Elgin proposed the toast 'Auld Scotia'. The subsidiary 
toast of Kilmarnock, Town and Trade was proposed by Mr. David P. Young and an appropriate 
reply was given by Mr. James M. Munro. 

ALASDAIR M. GORDON 

1. The London Robert Burns Club. Yet again our Birthday Festival Dinner was a highlight 
in the lives of many London Scots, with 200 attending at the Hotel Russell on Saturday, 24th 
January. A truly wonderful 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by that doyen of Scottish singers 
and orators, Frank Elliott Dobie, interspersing his speech from time to time with snatches of 
Burns songs, in an incredibly melodious 94-year-old voice. What a man he is! Among the guests 
was a coachload from Corby, led by Alastair Armstrong, who also addressed the haggis. 'The 
Lassies' were proposed by Anthony Grant, M.P., and the response by Miss Susan Mathie. B.Ed. 
(Hons) was equally brilliant. Dr. Chevalier Donald M. Mackay toasted the Guests in a 
scintillating speech, and the reply by Mrs. Mary Snow brought the house down, and the evening 
to a close. Well-loved songs of the Bard were sung by Daniel McCoshan of Covent Garden 
Opera Company, accompanied at the piano by Mrs. Kath Wagner. 

The Club has had a good year under the Presidency of Ron Dalgleish, and the membership 
roll has shown a promising upturn. The Vernacular Circle meetings once a month have been 
well attended, and some excellent speakers have appeared. Once again the Hon. Secretary was 
asRed to speak on London Radio to explain the why and wherefore of the Burns movement. 

JAMES MASON 

2. Alexandria Burns Club. The Annual Festival was held in the Loch Lomond Hotel, 
Balloch on 24th January 1981 and attended by 130 members and guests. 

Col. Lachie Robertson, O.B.E., T.D., M.A., D.L., proposed the toast to 'The Immortal 
Memory' and his witty and knowledgeable discourse earned him a standing ovation. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 29th November 1980 when the toast to Scotland was 
ably handled by Mr. Jack Gillespie. 

JOHN BARTON 

5. Ercildoune Burns Club. The club held their annual supper in The Red Lion Hotel, 
Earlston on 23rd January 1981. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by the Rev. H. J. Dodd, 
whbse talk was both interesting and amusing. The toast 'Our Club' was given by Mr. I. Murray, 
replied to by Mr. H. Polson. The toast to The Lassies was made by Mr. A. Wands, replied to by 
Mrs. H. Polson. Artistes: Mrs. W. Brown, Mrs. C. Currie and Mr. J. Mitchell. Piper: Mr. W. 
Chisholm. Fiddler: Mr. A. Wands. Accompanist: Mr. W. Foster. 

Mr. Ian Mitchell carried in the haggis. The toast to The Haggis was given by club president 
Mr. J. Irvine. The votes of thanks and toast to the chair were given by Mrs. J. Irvine. 

Two social evenings were held, one on l 9th April at which Mr. G. Butler's band played for 
dancing. The other on 24th September at which Mr. Butler again played and Messrs. Hinds 
Senior and Junior played trumpet duets. 
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On 28th November 1980 a St. Andrew's night dinner was held after a traditional meal. This 

evening was passed with a mixed programme of singing, dancing, music and recitations. 
ROSEMARY IRVINE 

9. Royalty Burns Club. The Annual Dinner Dance was held on 22nd January 1981 in the 

Albany Hotel, Glasgow with President I. Kennedy in the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was 

proposed by J. S. Peacock, LLB. 340 members and friends attended the function. The Burns 

Benevolent Appeal by Mr. George Davidson raised £632. 

The St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in the Albany Hotel, Glasgow on 26th November 

1980. Mr. J.B. Richardson proposed the toast to 'St. Andrew'. The Burns Benevolence Appeal 

by Mr. J. Taylor raised £600. 163 members and friends attended this function. 

President I. Kennedy led members to the wreath laying ceremony at Burns Statue in George 

Square, ,Glasgow. 
Our Annual Summer outing was on 13th May 1980 at Prestwick where we held a bowling 

competition at Prestwick Indoor Bowling Club, followed by a social evening in the Foxbar 

Hotel, Kilmarnock. A Casino evening and Supper Dance was held on 8th October 1980 in the 

Bellahouston Hotel, Glasgow in aid of funds for our Centenary year. 174 members and friends 

attended. Royalty Burns Club were again beaten by the Glasgow Vintners in the Annual Golf 

Match for the Grier Trophy. At the Annual Bowling Match against the Thistle Burns Club the 

Royalty retained the A. Don Trophy. 
It is with regret that we announce the passing of two members, A. N. Kirk and J. Taylor. 

W. A. Mel.AGAN 

10. Dumbarton Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Dumbuck Hotel, Dumbarton, 

on 23rd January 1981, when the President, Mr. J. R. Young presided over a capacity company of 

158. The President proposed 'The Immortal Memory' and Mr. J. G. Watt proposed the toast to 

'The Lasses'. Welcome guests were Mr. W. H. D. Joss, well-known Radio and TV Actor and 

Mr. Robert Burns from Pennsylvania, U.S.A. Mr. Burns who is not related to the Poet, was 

given a real Highland Welcome. It was his first Burns Supper and he confessed afterwards that it 

was one of the highlights of his life. The Annual Appeal for the Burns Homes etc. was made by 

immediate Past President J. B. Fleming and raised the magnificent sum of £238. 

The Annual St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in the Queen's Hotel, Helensburgh, on 28th 

November 1980, when members were accompanied by the ladies. The Very Rev. Dr. Andrew 

Herron, Ex-Moderator of the Church of Scotland, proposed the toast to Scotland and 'The 

Lasses' was proposed by Mr. K. G. Duncan. 
JAMES L. HEMPSTEAD 

11. Chesterfield and District Caledonian Society. One hundred and fifty five guests sat down 

to Supper in the Station Hotel, Chesterfield on Friday the 23rd January 1981 to enjoy an 

excellent meal of traditional fare and to hear 'The Immortal Memory' proposed by Mr. A. M. 

Spence, a Scot now living in Derbyshire. The Mayor of Chesterfield replied to the toast 'The 

Town We Live In' which was proposed by the Senior Vice President. The evening concluded 

with dancing which included many of the favourite Scottish reels and strathspeys which were 

enjoyed by Scot and Sassanach alike. With 140 still in the hotel at 1 a.m. we feel that a great 

night was had by all. 
The President's Reception took the form of a Ceilidh which was very well attended. A very 

encouraging facet was the number of young people who attended the function and the number 

of family groups getting together for an evening out. 
The Annual St. Andrew's Ball was a great success and brought together many friends from far 

and wide. A company of 120 made merry until the 'wee sma oars'. 
JOHN B. GREGOR MACADAM 
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20. Airdrie Burns Club. The 96th Anniversary Dinner was held in the Sir John Wilson 
Town Hall on 23rd January, when the guest of honour was the eminent Scottish soldier, 
diplomat, statesman and author, Sir Fitzroy Maclean, Bart., C.B.E., who proposed 'The 
Immortal Memory'. Sir Fitzroy is perhaps best known for his parachute descent on Yugoslavia 
in 1943 to establish liaison between the Allies and Marshal Tito's partisans. In a polished oration, 
marked by clarity of language and deep discernment, Sir Fitzroy reminded his audience that 
Burns lived in times almost as bewildering as our own, with changing values and no easy 
answers. Born only 13 years after the '45 Rebellion, one of his achievements was to restore the 
self-respect of his native country, and help her to re-discover her identity. Freedom and the rights 
of man formed the themes of many of his poems. The simple elements of human nature made 
nonsense of political and social divisions and of ideological systems. If the poet had a message for 
us, it was just not to take ourselves too seriously. 'The Independent mind' would outlast most 
perishable institutions. Other speakers were J. Allan Ross (The Lasses); Councillor John Love 
(The Spirit of Scotland); David O'Keefe (Airdrie Town and Trade); and Douglas Watson (reply to 
the latter). Wm. Peat gave a rendering of 'Tam o' Shanter' with slide cartoons. During the 
evening Sir Fitzroy, described by J. K. Scobbie in his Appreciation as the 'greatest living 
Scotsman', renewed his friendship with several old comrades of his wartime exploits and found 
time to visit the local Ex-Servicemen's Burns Dinner, where he had a tremendous reception. 

St. Andrew's Day Dinner 
Mrs. Joan Macintosh, C.B.E., M.A. (Oxon) proposed the Toast 'Scotland' most acceptably; Neil 
M. Barrowman (The Lasses), replied to by Mrs. Olive Prior with great sparkle, and Councillor J. 
Love wound up with the Appreciation. Another memorable night. J. Ross and M. Kidd were 
present at the unveiling of the Burns Cairn at Covington Mains, and also represented the club at 
the International Burns Dinner in Glasgow. 

MATTHEW P. KIDD 

21. Greenock Burns Club (The Mother Club). With 25th January falling on a Sunday the 
l 79th annual commemoration dinner was held on Friday, 23rd January. Mr. Sheddan 
Alexander, F.R.C.S. proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and worthily maintained the standard to 
which the Mother Club has become accustomed. The supporting speakers were not one whit 
lacking in equal wit and wisdom and with a very fine contribution from the artistes one more 
successful function was added to the long list. 

With the anniversary date of 30th November also falling on a Sunday The St. Andrew's 
celebration was held on Friday, 28th November. Keen disappointment was felt at the failure. 
through indisposition, of Miss Helen MacArthur to appear to give the main toast of 'St. Andrew 
and Scotland'. The disappointment speedily evaporated however when our Club Bard, Miss 
Mabel Irving, M.A. stepped into the breach, at very short notice, and delivered an outstanding 
oration and toast. The supporting speakers met the challenge thus set and this, plus an 
outstanding contribution from the artistes made for an evening worthy of the occasion. 

The usual monthly meetings were held during the winter months and members spent some 
very pleasant evenings. 

DUNCAN McSWEI~ 

22. Edinburgh Burns Club. The anniversary dinner was held at the Royal British Hotel, 
Princes Street, Edinburgh on Monday, 26th January 1981. Mr. Gordon Grant proposed 'The 
Immortal Memory' and Dr. A. Donald proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' to which Mrs. A. 
Donald made suitable reply. There was a large gathering of members and friends present at a 
most enjoyable evening. 

Meetings are held on the first monday of each month during the winter with a variety of 
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speakers and subjects. Following the talks tea is served after which there is musical 
entertainment. 

MISS HELEN MUIR 

26. Perth Burns Club. The annual dinner was held in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on 
Saturday, 24th January 1981 and attended by 120 members and guests. The haggis was piped in 
by Ian Dickson, carried in by hotel manager Derek Sives and addressed by president Mr. Herbert 
G. Bews. The Selkirk Grace was said by Rev. Hector Houston. 

The gathering heard an outstanding 'Immortal Memory' delivered with eloquence and style 
by club member Dr. David W. Purdie. A witty toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Dr. James 
Currie and Miss Mary M. Connell, vice-president of the Perth Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
replied. Mr. Donald G. Campbell proposed 'A Window for St. Giles' and as a result of this 
appeal, £75 was donated to the St. Giles-Robert Burns Memorial. Excellent entertainment was 
provided by Christeen Payne (soprano), Bill Webster (baritone), accompanist Martin Neilson, 
Willie Lumsden (fiddle) and Ian Dickson (piper). Donald Paton Oun.) gave a candlelit rendering 
of 'Tam o' Shanter' and honorary president Donald M. Paton (Sen.) appeared in costume to 
deliver 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. Bill Webster, Bert Dunbar and Donald Paton Oun.) joined 
together in 'Willie Brewed a Peck o' Maut'. The speakers and artistes were thanked by 
immediate past president Mr. Hamish D. McLaren and the artistes replied in song with 'The Star 
o' Rabbie Burns'. The evening ended with the traditional singing of' Auld Lang Syne'. 

Monthly meetings from September to April were well attended. Speakers included Dr. W. R. 
Aitken on the works of Perth poet William Soutar and Mr. D. G. Campbell on Scottish Ghosts. A 
whisky tasting was held in February and a musical evening in March. The annual St. Andrew's 
Night celebration was held in the City Mills Hotel and 115 members and guests enjoyed an 
evening of traditional Scottish entertainment and dancing. Mr. George M. Halliday proposed the 
toast 'Scotland and St. Andrew'. In November, 23 pupils from Perth schools entertained the club 
to an evening of Scottish poetry and song, including Michael Cairney who won the Perth Burns 
Club silver rosebowl at the 1980 Perthshire Musical Festival. In June 1980, the annual coach trip 
visited Mauchline and Tarbolton and at the time of writing the 1981 trip to the Burns country is 
being planned. In January 1981, Perth Burns Club supplied speakers and artistes at several Burns 
Suppers throughout the city for the third successive year. 

DONALD N. M. PATON 

33. The Glasgow Haggis Club. Our Annual Dinner this year was held in the Central Hotel, 
Glasgow, on Saturday, 24th January. This was attended by 333 Members and friends. The 
address to the Haggis was by Sandy Blair and the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Herron. The Toast to the Lasses was proposed by William Morton and the reply 
was by Miss Lavinia Derwent. The speeches were all excellent and enjoyed immensely by the 
Members and friends. Our entertainment was of the highest standard. This was provided by Ex
President David Scott, Mrs. Eleanor Howat, Cris Allen, Eddie Johnston, Ex-President Robert 
Burns and Albert Hannah. The evening was very capably chaired by our President Ian Gourlay 
and the event will be long remembered by those present for its general excellence. 

We had a very enjoyable Spring Outing, visiting the Ladies at the Jean Armour Burns Houses 
and from there to the Museum of the Irvine Burns Club. We then adjourned to a local Hostelry 
where a meal was served and entertainment was provided by those in the party. Likewise our 
Golf Outing was appreciated by those who attended. The weather was fine but the Cronies of the 
Glasgow Haggis Club know that the sun always shines on the righteous. 

DAVID WATSON 

36. Rosebery Burns Club. A most successful Burns Supper was held this year when Past 
President of the Federation Mr. Abe Train proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. Train's 
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address was much appreciated by his audience. 
We were also favoured by the presence of Mrs. Mollie Rennie, President, who is also a 

member of Glasgow Rosebery, a fact of which the Club is very proud. Beautiful singing was 
provided by Miss Carol Lindsay a member of the Scottish Natural Orchestra Chorus and 
President Mrs. Simpson very appropriately dressed entertained convincingly as Holy Willie. 

Rosebery members all contributed, as usual, to the musical programme. 
Our Schools' Competitions have been very encouraging with many more competitions and 

much improvement in the standard of reading and singing. The schools participating encompass 
a wide area of the city and the interest now being shown by staffs and pupils is most gratifying. 

NAN W. McKENZIE 

37. Dollar Burns Club. On Friday, 23rd January 1981, within the Strathallan Hotel, the 95th 
Annual Supper was held when around I 00 Members and Guests celebrated the birth of our 
National Bard in time-honoured style. It was with great pleasure and a certain amount of reserve 
we welcomed back to Dollar Jim MacPherson and Alan Booth from Annapolis, U.S.A.; with 
thoughts of their last two visits we wondered how we would cope with ten days of little or no 
sleep and too much whisky! However cope we did. Jim MacPherson gave one of the finest 
'Immortal Memories' ever heard in this grand old Club; it's a long time since Dollar buzzed so 
much on a Saturday morning. 

At the Gala Supper, David Scott of Dunoon, Past President of the Greenock and Glasgow 
Haggis Clubs, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' on Saturday, 2Ist February before a capacity 
crowd in the Strath. The Ladies as always enhanced the evening with their presence. It was an 
added pleasure to have our two Hon. Members from the Edinburgh Clarinda Club, Mary 
Aytoun and Davina Baird; they both have M.B.E.s now. It will be long remembered when 
Chick Duthie and Mary Aytoun fought a draw with the Toast and Reply to the Lassies. 

We intend to sponsor Neil Matheson our Piper, to the University of Stirling Heritage School 
for Piping in the Summer. 

ALEX B. Mc!VER 

40. Aberdeen Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Three Poceros, Aberdeen, on 
26th January, and it was probably one of the best dinners ever attended by members. The 
principal speaker, the Rev. James Currie, from Dunlop, was in excellent form and his oratory 
completely captivated the capacity audience as his words swept from Burns humour to his 
morbid thoughts about death, from the beauty of Burns love-songs to his strictures against Holy
Willies. Mr. Currie's eloquence infected all the other speakers, not excluding John Fraser with 
his masterly 'Address to the Haggis'. The toast to 'The Lasses' was by David Welch, Director of 
Leisure and Recreation with Aberdeen District Council, the reply by his daughter Elizabeth, 
who excelled in her reply, although this was the first time she had spoken in public. The toast to 
'Our Guests' was by George Taylor, a member of the Club, the reply being given by Professor 
Joe Regenstein from New York, who was attached to Torry Research Station at the time. 

Every seat was occupied at the Club's St. Andrew's Night Celebrations in the Pharos 
Restaurant, Union Street, when members and friends enjoyed an excellent discourse on St. 
Andrew and Scotland. Afterwards all joined in dancing and games. 

Attendances at monthly meetings have been very good, probably because of the high quality 
of the speakers and entertainers. Talks included one on 'Drugs' by a member of the Police Drug 
Squad, and one on 'Burns and the Haggis' by a Customs and Excise Officer. 

A full coach-load of members thoroughly enjoyed their Spring weekend in Annan and 
Dumfries. and were very grateful for the welcome they received. 

D. W. CRUICKSHASK 
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42. Strathearn Burns Club. The Club held their Burns Supper in the Drummond Arms 

Hotel, Crieff. Mr. Ross, President, introduced Mr. Ewan Cameron, O.B.E., who was 

accompanied by Mrs. Cameron to the assembled company and who took over as Chairman. The 

Haggis, carried by the hotel chef, was piped in by Mr. Peter Lowe and addressed by Mr. Robert 

Torrens. A most enjoyable meal was served by the hotel staff. The Chairman gave the Loyal 

Toast and introduced the principal speaker, Mr. James Nicol, Headmaster of Crieff High School, 

who gave the 'Immortal Memory' and who held everyone's attention in the delivery of his 

speech. Other speakers were Toast to The Lasses-Mr. Jack Elliot, M.B.E. and the reply-Mrs. 

Chris Marshall. The soloists were Stella Forbes, Sybil White and Bruce Wilson. They were 

accompanied by Jennifer Wishart. George Carson ably recited 'Tam o' Shanter' and his own 

version of 'Holy .Willie's Prayer'. For this he was dressed in nightshirt and cap complete with 

candle. Mr. Sam Ross gave a comprehensive vote of thanks. The evening ended with the singing 

of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 
A St. Andrew's Night was held in the Drummond Arms Hotel, Crieff on 28th November 

1980. This took the form of a Stovie Supper and Dance. The stovies carried by the hotel chef 

were piped in by Mr. Peter Lowe. Also on the menu were bannocks and cheese followed by 

trifles which had been made by the ladies on the committee and wives of the male members of 

committee. Mr. Sam Ross, President, accorded a welcome to the Company and then handed over 

to Mr. R. Torrens who acted as M.C. Soloists were Morag Murray and George Clark. A 

programme of games and dancing was much enjoyed. Music was provided by the Strowan 

Ceilidh Band. There was also a large raffle. A comprehensive vote of thanks was given by Mr. 

Ross. 'Auld Lang Syne' brought the evening to a close. 
MINA ROBERTSON 

48. Paisley Burns Club. On Monday, 26th January, 116 members and guests met in the Geo. 

A. Clark Town Hall. President H. V. MacNaughton proposed 'The Immortal Memory' and 

leaned heavily on the Paisley connection with Burns in the beginning of his toast and went on to 

enumerate the qualities of Burns the family man, the poet of satire, the epic writer, the lyricist, 

the letter writer, providing primary evidence in every case. 

The other toasts were as always in the hands of our members, who rose to the occasion. The 

Second Literary Toast to Allan E. Mackintosh, poet of World War I was received with great 

interest. 
Musical items interspersed and these again were provided by our own quartet. 

Rich in antiquity and talent is the Club! 
The Summer Outing was on Thursday l 9th June to Ochtertyre House and its environs. The 

members enjoyed a happy mixture of hospitality, jovial company and instruction on Burns. 

Burns had visited the House in October 1787: it is still well worth a visit today. 
R. Y. CORBETT 

50. Stirling Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in The Golden Lion Hotel on 

23rd January. 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor Sir Kenneth Alexander, 

Principal of Stirling University. The toast of'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. David Malcolm, a 

Past President of the Club, and that of 'The Town of Stirling' by Mr. Ronnie McOwan. 
HENRY ROBB 

55. Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club. 207 members and friends attended the 

annual dinner at the Pennine Hotel, Derby on Thursday, 22nd January. The evening began with 

Honorary Piper John Mackenzie leading the President, Mrs. Nan Macfarlane, and her guests to 

the top table. The Rev. Dr. W. Speirs said the Selkirk Grace. Mr. Ronnie Macfarlane (no relation 

to the President) had his audience enthralled with his toast to 'The Immortal Memory'--starting 
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by imagining a white object in the far corner of the room-the ghost of Robbie Burns-and 
finishing when the ghost appeared to be no longer there. Not once did Mr. Macfarlane refer to 
notes. He really had the life and works of Scotland's bard right at his fingertips and kept his 
audience with him all the way. This was followed by the other customary toasts. During the 
evening Mr. Bill Brownlee sang several Burns' songs. He also sang two duets with Junior Vice 
President, Kathleen Dick. A Burns Dinner long to be remembered came to a close with the 
singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The friendly atmosphere and excellent band made the St. Andrew's Dance a most enjoyable 
function. Hogmanay was celebrated in true Scottish style with the Hogmanay Ball. Along with 
the President's Reception these are the main functions, but members have met weekly 
throughout the year either at Country Dancing or Bridge or Talks or Ceilidhs. 

KA TH LEEN DICK 

59. Gourock Jolly Beggars. President Donald Campbell gave a welcome to over I 00 members 
and friends to our annual dinner held in Bay Hotel, Gourock on Friday, 23rd January 1981. Ex
Provost James Boyd of Greenock proposed the 'Immortal Memory', Councillor Ross Finnie 
proposed the toast 'To The Lassies', reply by Roger Manson. Bob Smith, Secretary, gave 
readings of 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and 'Tam o' Shanter'. The evening was voted a huge success. 

The Burns Competition held annually in Gourock Primary School attracted as usual about 60 
pupils. Book prizes and certificates were presented to winners. Thanks are due to Mr. David 
Bonnister, Headmaster, and staff for the interest they take in this event. 

ROBERT SMITH 

62. Cu par Burns Club. A look at the life of Robert Burns through the eyes of many of his 
contemporaries was taken by Mr. Andrew 0. Lindsay, president of St. Andrew's Burns Club, 
when he proposed the 'Immortal Memory' at the annual anniversary dinner of Cupar Burns 
Club, held in the Corn Exchange, Cupar. 

A company of 212-the largest all-male Burns gathering in the country-was presided over 
by the President, ex-Provost Andrew M. Scott, and all who attended heard a toast list of speeches 
of a very high order. 

After the haggis, carried by Mr. G. Leng Innes, Ladybank, as Poosie Nansie, had been piped in 
by Mr. John Rankin, Anstruther, it was ably addressed by Mr. James Dunsmore, Cupar. 

The Selkirk Grace was said by the club's senior vice-president, Mr. John Peattie, after which 
an excellent meal was enjoyed. 

The first toast of the evening, 'Speed the Plough' was proposed by a schoolmaster, Mr. Robert 
Drummond, Ladybank, immediate past captain of Ladybank Golf Club. He spoke of the year just 
gone as one that had been particularly hard for the farmer, but praised the agricultural industry 
for the manner in which it had managed to cope, ensuring there was always food for the 
consumer. 

Mr. Maurice Wilson, who farmed at Newton ofNydie, Strathkinness, for many years until his 
retiral gave the reply and detailed the many difficulties facing the present-day farmer. 

He made a plea for the educating of the young housewife to feed more lamb to her family. He 
said that it was known that older women were the ones who made most use of mutton, and he 
thought that a pity. It would certainly help the hill farmer if more lamb were eaten by the 
consumer. 

Two brothers were assigned the task of proposing the toast to 'The Lasses' and responding to 
it. 

Mr. Andrew Duncan. Upper Largo, formerly of Cupar. gave the toast. and his brother. 1-lr. 
lain Duncan. Strathkinness. replied. Both were humorous in the extreme. 

The toast to the Chairman was proposed by Mr. Andrew Arbuckle. Lower Luthrie. 
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The club's greeting was once again penned by the club's Bard, Mr. William Alston, Cupar. 
Cupar Burns Club members made their annual visit to Kinloch House Eventide Home, for the 

annual Burns Supper arranged for the residents there. Councillor Andrew M. Scott, president of 
the club, was in the chair and the Selkirk Grace was said by Mr. John Peattie, senior vice
president. The haggis was piped in by Mr. John Rankin, Anstruther, and carried by Mrs. Jenkins 
as Poosie Nansie. The Address to the Haggis was given by Mr. James Dunsmore who also 
proposed the Immortal Memory. The meal was provided and served by members of the home 
staff, and afterwards several guests of the Burns Club provided entertainment. They were Miss 
Denise Burns, Tayport and Mr. Kinnear Baxter, Newport, who sang; Miss Irene Downie, 
Newport, and Mr. Kenneth Reid, Tayport, who played the flugel horn and euphonium 
respectively; Councillor James Halliday, Newport, who played violin selections, and Mr. John 
Rankin, who played selections on his pipes. Mr. Jack Kirton, Newport, was accompanist. 
Arrangements for the club's visit were made by Mr. Alex A. Farmer, club treasurer, and the 
entertainment was arranged by committee member Mr. Charles Downie, Newport. Other 
members of the club who attended were Messrs. James Benzies, junior vice-president; Norman 
Collison, George Mcintosh and Duncan Campbell, secretary. Thanks to the artistes were 
proposed by Councillor Scott, and the club were thanked on the call of Mrs. F. Ferguson, officer
in-charge. The residents' thanks to both the club and artistes were expressed by Mr. J. Carstairs. 

The Club's annual Burns Essay and Poetry Competition was again organised in conjunction 
with the Fife Herald News and the entries were judged by Mr. Andrew 0. Lindsay, an English 
master at Madras College, St. Andrews. The prizes were presented to the winners at a ceremony 
held in the Fife Herald News office at 21 Bonnygate, Cupar. Refreshments were served by 
newspaper staff to the winners and parents. The club's secretary is editor of the Fife Herald 
News. 

The Club has sent a donation of £75 to the Jean Armour Homes. 
DUNCAN S. CAMPBELL 

69. Dunedin Burns Club. 90 members and friends (the same number as in 1980) gathered in 
the Tudor Lounge of the Savoy Restaurant on 21 st January for the Burns Anniversary Dinner. 
Special guests included the Mayor of Dunedin, Mr. C. G. Skeggs, Rev. Dr. J. S. Somerville and 
Mrs. Somerville, and Mr. and Mrs. Reuter, visitors from the U.S.A. The toast 'The Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by committee member Mr. S. B. Kirkpatrick. On Sunday, 25th January, 
the Mayor of Dunedin placed a wreath on the Burns Statue in the Octagon in the presence of 
some 50 club members. Immediately following the wreath laying, approximately 60 members 
attended a church parade at the First Church of Otago, Dunedin, the first minister of which was 
the Poet's nephew Rev. Dr. Thomas Burns. The present Minister, Rev. D. J. Brown, based his 
address on the proposed Burns Memorial Window for St. Giles cathedral. The lessons at this 
service were read by the President Mr. H. J. Horrell and Vice-president Mr. D. Mcintosh. A 
Burns Anniversary Concert held in the Concert Chamber of the Dunedin Town Hall on 26th 
January was attended by approximately 600 persons. This was the 94th Anniversary concert to 
be presented by the Dunedin Burns Club. 

Monthly concerts are held in Burns Hall, Dunedin on the third Wednesday of each month 
when programmes with a Burns flavour are presented and a short talk on Robert Burns is 
usually given by a member of the executive committee. The average attendance is approximately 
100 persons. On 2nd March, 1980, 60 club members travelled to a Church parade at North 
Taieri (approximately 15 miles). 

Members of the Burns Club Entertainment Group provided entertainment at Old Peoples' 
Homes, hospital institutions and rest homes during the year. The Dunedian Burns Club 
contributed $130 to an appeal for funds to purchase a Body Scanner for the benefit of residents of 
the provinces of Otago and Southland. 

COLIN KENNEDY 
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85. Dunfermline United Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held at the City Hotel, 
Dunfermline, on 21 st January 1981, with The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine in the chair. The 
'Immortal Memory' was submitted by Mr. David Purdie, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.O.G. The Toast to 
The Lassies was proposed by the Premier of Nova Scotia, The Hon. John Buchanan and replied 
to by Mrs. May Wright. A fine mixture of solos and duets were contributed by Mr. David Scott 
and Mrs. Margaret Deas. 

J. TORRIE 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. An important part of our Burns Celebrations has always been 
the Church Service prior to our Dinner and, this year, we attended Westpark United Reform 
Church. The Rev. David Beattie preached a most apt sermon on 'Exiles' and we enjoyed singing 
well known Scottish psalms and hymns. 

Our 85th Annual Dinner was held on Monday, 26th January 1981, in the Roker Hotel, 
Sunderland. The Mayor and Mayoress, Councillor and Mrs. Harper were our guests, along with 
Representatives from local Scottish Societies. The President, Mr. R. A. Howat, welcomed the 
guests, with a special greeting for our Principal Speaker, Mr. Fred Sinden from Darlington. Mr. 
Sinden may be English by birth but it would be difficult to find a more enthusiastic, or better 
informed, Burnsians ! His 'Immortal Memory' will be long remembered for its intense feeling for 
'Burns The Man'. Mr. Sinden is also an excellent singer and we were regaled with lovely 
renderings of our Scottish songs. The toast to 'The Lassies' was ably proposed by Mr. Gordon 
Smith and an excellent reply was given by the Mayoress, Mrs. Elspeth Harper. A very successful 
and happy anniversary dinner concluded with the company singing Auld Lang Syne. After the 
dinner, with 'disc jockey' Robin Wilson in charge, the guests enjoyed dancing to some fine 
records of Scottish dance music. 

The Secretary of the Club, Bob Wilson, had the honour of proposing 'The Immortal Memory 
at Choppington Burns Club. At the close of the evening, Mrs. Wilson was presented with a 
beautiful bouquet of flowers. Mr. Wilson was much impressed by the sincerity and friendliness 
of this N.E. Club. 

Once again our series of fortnightly meetings draw to a close; these have been varied and 
interesting, and a happy circle of friends have joined in singing Auld Lang Syne at the end of 
each meeting. 

ROBERT G. WILSON 

95. Bolton Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Dinner was held on 23rd January 1981 and was 
attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. Glynn (past Mayor of Bolton) and 
115 other members and friends. Everyone enjoyed a memorable evening. We received a 
telegram from the Federation congratulating our Club (formed in 1881) on its IOOth 
Anniversary. The Haggis was addressed by Mrs. T. G. Dunlop. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed in a different approach and stressed on the brotherliness of Burns and how it was to be 
found in the club. The Toast to the Lassies was by Mr. W. E. Scott and the Toast to The Town of 
our Adoption was by Mr. T. Reilly and we had songs from Mrs. Mildred Taylor. The 'Immortal 
Memory', toasts and songs were all given by members of our club. The Dinner concluded with a 
short but very enjoyable dance, with even the Mayor and his party staying until 'Auld Lang 
Syne'. Our special collection during the evening for Jean Armour Burns Houses raised £45. 

We have had our annual St. Andrew's Night Dance in November, 1980, President's Night in 
March 1981 and Hallowe'en Party. Our Dancing Team have again been busy entertaining in Old 
People's Homes, Churches and Hospitals. We held a special Christmas Social to raise money for 
the St. Giles Burns Memorial Window, which turned out to be a very successful evening, and we 
will be holding another Social again in May for the same purpose. 

MRS. W. G. DIGGLE 
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104. Abbey Craig Burns Club. At the Annual Supper held on 24th January 1981, immediate 

Past President, J. Gilmour Ferguson introduced to the club the new president Mr. J. Gordon 

Wemyss. Under Mr. Wemyss' chairmanship a Burns Supper of the highest standard unfolded, 

the highlight being the 'Immortal Memory', given in rhyme by Mr. Alasdair M. Dunnett, former 

editor of The Scotsman and now chairman of Thomson Scottish Petroleum Limited. Not only 

did Mr. Dunnett amply expound the 'Immortal Memory' of Burns, he very accurately and 

couthily provided portraits in rhyme of our club worthies. During the evening the club's very 

close connection with the local Wallace High School was once again emphasised with Mr. 

Alastair G. Duncan, Depute Rector, proposing the toast to The Lasses. The usual raffie raised 

money for The Burns Corner in the school library as well as for The Burns Memorial stained 

glass window in St. Giles Cathedral. The success of The Burns Corner in the school is being 

shown in the developing level of appreciation of Burns amongst the younger people in our local 

community and in time we feel sure that this will make its presence felt in our club. 

At the Annual Supper, members present unanimously decided that the club should have 

meetings on a more regular basis and the committee are looking into the possibility of having a 

Scots Night in the autumn of 19 81 which they hope will be the beginning of a regular new 

departure for the club involving, for the first time, our women folk. Apart from this, a bi-annual 

newsletter to members is planned with news of the latest developments in the club and in The 

Burns Federation as a whole. These are among the new ideas from the new faces on the club 

committee who have taken office alongside our immediate Pastresident, Mr. J. Gilmour 

Ferguson and our immediate Past Secretary, Mr. Sinclair Leslie to both whom the club are 

indebted for their years of devoted service in these capacities, and to whom the new committee 

members look, in all humility, for guidance. ROBERT G. HYND 

112. Burns Howff Club, Dumfries. On 26th January, the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 

in the Globe Inn by the Rt. Hon. The Lord Ross of Marnock, M.A., O.B.E., of Ayr. In a fifty

minute address which held his audience spellbound, Lord Ross firmly debunked the idea that 

Burns' last years at Ellisland and Dumfries were years of decadence. Other toasts included 'The 

Burns Federation', given by Mr. D. Cook, with reply by Mr. D. W. Ogilvie; 'The Lassies, O' by 

Mr. D. Shankland; and the 'Globe Inn' by Mr. A. W. Finlayson. The president, Mr. J. Kerr 

Little, occupied the chair. On 25th January, the annual memorial service was conducted in St. 

Michaels Church followed by a wreath laying ceremony at the Mausoleum, where the club's 

tribute was laid by the president. 
A full programme of social activities was held including a Hallowe'en Supper, speaker Mr. P. 

T. Gordon· Duff-Pennington; at St. Andrew's Dinner, the principal speaker was Dr. A. 

Armstrong, and a Dinner Dance at Annan where guests from the Dumfries Ladies and Annan 

Ladies Burns clubs were welcomed. Visiting parties from other clubs were met by the committee 

and conducted round the town. Members are active in keeping a watching brief on the condition 

of the Burns memorials in Dumfries. The club was amongst those who successfully fought off an 

attempt to turn the town's historic Midsteeple into an amusemem arcade. Parts of the 

Anniversary Dinner were recorded for use in the Lando' Burns Centre at Alloway. 
D. SMITH 

124. The Ninety Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner of the 'Ninety' was held on l 7th 

January 1981 when the 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by David Daiches, M.A. (Edin.). 

M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon.), Ph.D. (Cantab.), Emeritus Professor English, Sussex University, and the 

author of many works on Robert Burns and other subjects of Scottish interest. The Autumn 

Dinner on l 8th October 1980 was addressed by Mr. Charles Mackay, B.Sc., M.Sc., F. I.Biol., a 

senior official of the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland, whose subject was 

'Some Highland Recollections.' ]. C'. McVITTIE 
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149. Elgin Burns Club. On 23rd January 1981 we had a highly successful anniversary 
dinner in the Town Hall, Elgin. Principal guest proposing the 'Immortal Memory' was the Rt. 
Hon. Donald Stewart, M.P. for the Western Isles, who spoke to great acceptance to a record 
number of members and guests. Our new venue is proving a great success and enables us to 
accommodate increasing numbers year by year. A collection taken at the dinner made up this 
Club's contribution to the Memorial Window in St. Giles to £200. 

W. D. G. CHALMERS 

152. Hamilton Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held in the Banqueting Suite of the 
Strathclyde Regional Offices in Hamilton, on Friday, 23rd January 1981. 248 members and 
guests were present. Guests included Sir Sam Curran, former Principal of Strathclyde 
University, who replied to the toast to the guests given by Derrick Marks. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given as usual by this year's president W. L. Gold. 'The Lassies' was proposed by 
Dr. Frank H. Leckie and the reply was given by the Rev. Arthur Barrie. A selection of songs was 
given by Ronnie Morrison while Tom Gillespie provided pipe music for the Haggis and the 
interval. Tom Dykes, provided a lively programme of fiddle music. 

Once again the club promoted a Secondary School Scottish Literature Competition in the town 
of Hamilton, and once again this was well supported by the four senior schools. 

DR. STUART S. I. PARKER 

158. Darlington Burns Association. The Annual Dinner was held at the Europa Hotel, 
Darlington on Friday, 23rd January 1981. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Peter Tod, 
Director of the Bristol Hippodrome. The toast to the Chieftain o' the Puddin' Race was 
eloquently addressed by Frederick Sinden who also sang 'There was a lad'.The rest of the vocal 
tributes to Robert Burns were sung by Sheila Adams in her own inimitable and charming 
manner. The toasts to The Lassies, the 'Toon we Bide In' and 'Oor Guests' were given by Dr. 
Hogg-Leslie Corry and Jim Ferguson respectively. 

The season opened with the President's Evening on 1 Sth October 1980, followed by the St. 
Andrew's Supper Dance on 4th December at the Europa Hotel and the final function 'A Scottish 
Miscellany' was held at Walkington House on Wednesday, I Ith March 1981. 

GEORGE WALKER 

167. Birmingham and Midlands Scottish Society. The Annual Supper was held in the 
Botanical Gardens, Edgbaston, Birmingham, attended by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham and 
representatives of Kindred Societies in the Midlands area. Our President, Mrs. Frances Highway, 
introduced us to an evening of song and verse as a format for the 'Immortal Memory' providing 
an appreciative gathering with a memorable and enjoyable time. This together with an excellent 
repast followed by a period of dancing closed a very happy evening. 

This past year has seen as usual our President's Evening, followed by St. Andrew's Dance-St 
Andrew's Night Church Service held in the U.R.C. St. Columba, Moseley, Birmingham. Then 
the Hogmanay Ball at The Botanical Gardens with Bill Stoddart's Band from Harelaw Muir. A 
Scottish Country 'get together' with the Birmingham Branch of the R.S.C.D.S.--a Caledonian 
Ball on February the 27th. Our Golf Outing in June and an Outing to Arbury Hall, Nuneaton, 
completing our functions for the year. Any visitors from the north should contact the Secretary. 

ALAN R. STALKER 
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169. Glasgow District Burns Association. In addition to the usual four Executive Committee 

Meetings there were two special meetings plus several meetings of the Houses Improvements 

Sub-Committee, the R. Dickson Johnston House Opening Committee, and the Display Sub

Committee. 
There have been tremendous changes at the Jean Armour Burns houses over the last year. As 

undernoted the improvement programme has now been completed and we are pleased to report 

that all the houses are now occupied or about to be occupied. 

As usual during the year the Annual Christmas Dinner and Bus Outing were held for the 

ladies. Both functions were held early in the year, when only a few ladies were resident, but the 

lack of numbers did not diminish in any way the enjoyment of those ladies and members who 

attended. Our thanks,. as always go to all those who devote their energy and talents to these 

events. 
Following the delays and difficulties arising in 1978 and the early part of 1979, we are 

delighted to report that we have now successfully completed our improvement programme for 

the houses. In February 1980 the Executive Committee determined that an all out effort should 

be made to up-grade the quality of the original houses. The architect, Stuart M. Wallace, 

B.Arch., R.l.B.A., F.R.l.A.S., of Messrs. T. M. Miller and Partners, Glasgow: presented a report 

to the Executive Committee in March, detailing the proposed improvements. In brief this 

programme called for the gutting of the existing kitchens and complete re-fitting with installation 

of new electric cookers and fridges, a change over from coal fires to electric heating, the 

insulation of all roof spaces, and complete re-decoration of all houses. The programme was 

approved and the work completed by early September, 1980. 

The formal opening of the new house, known as the R. Dickson Johnston House, was held 

back to allow the improvement work to the other houses to be completed. The opening 

ceremony, carried out by the President, John D. Hamilton, took place on Saturday, 20th 

September 1980. We estimate that some three hundred or more club representatives, members, 

and their families, attended the ceremony which took place in brilliant sunshine. In addition to 

the opening of the House, a rose, known as 'my love' (after Burns' poem) and presented by Mr. 

Danny Kilpatrick, was officially planted in the garden of the Houses. Refreshments were 

available and those attending were able to see many of the improvements that had been made 

during the year to the Houses. Our thanks go to those members of the Executive, whose efforts 

and hard work made the day so enjoyable. 
The Association acted as hosts at this year's Annual Bowling Match between members of our 

Executive Committee and the residents of the National Burns Memorial and Cottage Homes. 

The Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony at George Square took place on Saturday, 26th 

January 1980, when the Lord Provost assisted the President in the laying of the Association's 

wreath on the base of the Burns' Statue. Office Bearers from many of the Associated Clubs also 

laid wreaths and the ceremony was attended by many others with their families. A reception was 

thereafter held in the Trades House of Glasgow and was enjoyed by all present. next year's 

ceremony will take place on Saturday, 24th January at 12 noon and all who wish to attend will 

be very welcome. 
SCOTT I. GALT 

197. Winnipeg Burns Club. The usual quota of monthly luncheons was held and enjoyed. 

The Annual Burns Supper was held in the Marlborough Inn with 155 members and friends. 

President Conway was in the chair and Mr. Vaughan L. Baird, Q.C .. proposed the 'Immortal 

Memory'. It was a scholarly address and touched on all aspects of our national life and expanded 

into international affairs. The usual toasts and responses were enjoyed. But the response to the 

Toast to 'the Lassies', by Mrs. James (Ishbel) Turnbull turned out to be a monumental research 

effort that required hours of reading and composition. 
E. R. EVANS 
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173. Irvine Burns Club. 181 people attended the l 55th Annual Celebration when President 
James W. Wilson, son of a former President of the Club, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' in a 
unique style particularly relevant to the present day situation. 'The Founder Members' and the 
'Memory of Bonnie Jean' were proposed by Vice-President James M. Miller, again in a unique 
way dealing with a very difficult Toast. The Vice-President Elect, Robin Whyte, son of a former 
President, proposed a witty Toast to the Royal Burgh of Irvine and Convener Tom Dickie 
replied. Our Artistes Bob Shankland, Bob McCrum, Tich Frier and Jack Rennie provided an 
excellent balance to the whole evening. 

The Woodlands Burns Supper for the old folks continued to flourish and we are indebted 
particularly to Stanecastle Hotel and Irvine Co-op. for their donations. Hugh Craig again 
provided a barn at Kirkland Farm for our Annual Barn Dance when over£ 1,000 was raised for 
Club funds. The St. Andrew's Night main speaker was the Earl of Eglinton and Winton and 
although the family have many long connections with the town, it is believed that it's the first 
time that the Earl has spoken at a public occasion in Irvine. Much of the activity during the year 
has been directed towards raising funds for the Federation Conference but with a useful purpose 
in that as well as raising money, we have enjoyed Coffee Mornings, Fiddlers' Rally, Country 
Dances and a Clamjamfry organised by the wives of some of our members. 

The Musical Programme continued with assistance from the Scottish Arts Council. This year 
we hosted the final of the Verse Speaking Competition in the Clubrooms and Bob Shankland was 
the Adjudicator doing a difficult job to separate the high quality of entrants. 

Our Marymass Concert for children continued and a good feature this year was the number of 
singers who came forward. 

A number of the Club's possessions attracted attention nationally and we loaned our 
Holograph letters to the National Library for microfilming. Evenings have been spent with other 
Clubs including a joint meeting with Irvine Business Club when Jack Ireland spoke on John 
Galt. The Club has been instrumental, along with Irvine Development Corporation, 
Cunninghame District Council, the National Trust and the Tourist Board in promoting a scheme 
for the rehabilitation of the houses in Glasgow Venne! and it is hoped that the project will 
commence prior to the Annual Conference. 

The Club were saddened by the loss during the year of John McCandlish, at one time Steward 
of the Club, and his many friends who visited the Club and enjoyed John's hospitality will miss 
him very much. 

Our fame has travelled far. One of our memb,ers met a Japanese gentleman in a lift in Tokyo 
and when he told him he came from Irvine, he asked how the lads in the Burns Club were 
getting on. Well done, Mike Thomson and Professor Toshio Namba! 

WILLIAM COWAN 

198. Gorebridge Burns Club. The Club held its Anniversary Dinner in Vogrie Hall on 24th 
January 1981. The Toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. John Denholm of 
Galashiels. He gave a very full and constructive oration on the works of Robert Burns. The Toast 
to The Lassies was proposed by Mr. J. Rolland and the Reply was made in Song, 'Green Grow 
The Rashes O' sung by Mrs. J. Young. A very full and varied programme was carried out by the 
members of the Club. The vote of thanks to the Artistes was proposed by Mr. W. Clark. The 
evening concluded with a dance for our Members. With a true Scottish flavour a Burns Supper 
was held in Gorebridge Primary school for pupils in Primary 7 classes. The pupils performed all 
the Toasts themselves.themselves and were all dressed in the costumes worn in Burns times, a 
very remarkable sight indeed. All children taking part in the Literature Competition run by the 
Burns Federation for our 3 Primary Schools were invited to attend. A most enjoyable evening by 
these young Burnsians. 
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The Club held a St. Andrew's Night in Vogrie Hall. The toast was proposed by Mr. John 

Milroy, Secretary of Fallin Burns Club. The Literature Competition of the Federation was held in 

our three Primary Schools. The Club donated 10 Books to the winners. A wrist-watch was also 

presented to the overall winner in Gorebridge Primary. The Club also held a Song and Verse 

Competition for the 3 Primary. Schools and again the Club donated 10 Book prizes, winners go 

through to a competition in March run by the E.D. & B.C.A. The Club will be taking 120 

children to the Burns country in June. The Club had visits from Irvine Valley Burns Club, Fallin, 

Coalsnaughton, Dundee, Easthouses, Airts Burns Club, Ercildoune. On 30th November the 

Club invited 30 Senior Citizens to a St. Andrew's Night in our Club Premises. 

It is with great regret that we report the sudden death of Thomas Vickers, a life member and 

Past President for many years. 
ALEXANDER LAW 

212. Portobello Burns Club. On Frid:;iy 30th January 1981, 142 members and friends of 

Portobello Burns Club met in the Eskdale Rooms for the Annual Supper. They were welcomed 

by the Chairman, Stanley Cavaye and special notice was taken of the return of Professor Bucher 

of Zurich, with three compatriots. The haggis was piped in with due ceremony by the Club 

piper, Duncan Cameron and addressed in ringing tones by the Chairman. 'The Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Lord Birsay--a truly inspiring address that held his listeners spell

bound. It was infused with his love and appreciation of the vernacular, and illumined with apt 

quotations that ranged from Barbour to MacDiarmid to confirm Burns's key position in the 

fabric of Scotland's literary heritage. The Head Boy of Portobello High School, David Lynch, 

proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' in lighthearted vein and was wittily answered by the Head 

Girl, Donna Macaulay. The musical programme provided by Morna Archibald and John 

Sneddon with Cecilia Cavaye accompanying emphasised Lord Birsay's point that this is the true 

and essential homage to the Bard. Thanks to the Artistes were conveyed by R. Ingram and a toast 

to the Chairman proposed by the Honorary President T. Whyman. For the first time the 

presentation of books for the Scots Section in the High School library was made at the Supper. 

The evening closed with a most enjoyable dance. 

The Club continues its tradition of ensuring that the libraries of the local schools (Four 

Primary Schools, as well as the High School) are supplied with books of Scottish interest. 

For 29th April the Club has planned a mystery bus tour in the Lothians to include a meal and 

dance. 
On the last Saturday in May the Club faces its annual confrontation of Portobello Bowling 

Club on their green. 
ROBERT MACKAY 

217. Eskdale Burns Club The Annual Supper was held in the Eskdale Hotel, Langholm on 

Friday, 23rd January 1981. Our chief guest was Hamish Henderson, senior lecturer at the School 

of Scottish Studies at Edinburgh University. In his remarks. the Hon. President. Arthur Elliot. 

reported to the members of the club that the Vice-President Mr. Andrew Jeffrey had tendered his 

resignation owing to ill health. He thanked Andrew for all his help and support since 1972. 
SHEENA T. ELI.IOT 

220. Burns Club of St. Louis. On 24th January 1981, the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 

by the President, Mr. Charles S. Drew, Jr., and the 'Selkirk Grace' was given by Rev. Johnstone 

Patrick. The speaker of the evening was Doctor Ernest Gordon, Dean of the Chapel, Princeton 

University, Princeton, New Jersey, who gave an excellent address titled 'The Twa Loves of 
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Rabbie Burns'. The Piper was Mr. Victor Masterson, Jr., and the songs during the evening were 
by Mr. Edmund LeRoy, accompanied by Mr. S. William Aitken on the piano. Burns Chronicles 
were passed out as the guests and members departed. 

J. GORDON FORSYTH 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the County Hotel on the 
evening of Saturday the 24th January 1981. 118 members and their guests attended and the 
President, Mr. James Howitt was in the Chair. The toast to Dumfries and Galloway Region was 
proposed by Rev. John Pagan of St. Michael's Church, Dumfries and the reply was given by Mr. 
D. H. R. Crichton who is now Vice-President of the Club. Mr. M.A. T. Henderson proposed the 
'Health of Lassies' and Mrs. Hilary Grieve replied. A full programme of songs and recitations 
was sustained almost entirely by members of the club and their wives. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was submitted by Mr. Irving Miller, past President of the Club, whose oration was greatly 
appreciated by all who attended. The following day, Sunday, the customary wreath was placed 
on the statue of Robert Burns outside Greyfriars Church and members of the Club along with 
representatives from the Region and District and other clubs in the area attended public worship 
at St. Michael's Church. Immediately thereafter the customary wreaths were laid at the 
Mausoleum. 

The St. Andrew's Tide Celebration was attended by a small but enthusiastic number. Mr. 
James Mackay, the Editor of the Burns Chronicle, gave a very interesting account on the many 
activities of Scots abroad. Songs and recitations were again provided by members of the club 
with assistance from their wives and friends. The gathering was presided over by the President, 
Mr. James Howitt. 

JOHN A. C. McFADDEN 

236. Whitehaven Burns Club. 140 members, wives and guests celebrated in traditional style 
on the 23rd January 1981 in the Cleator Moor Civic Hall after a warm welcome from the 
President Mr. Maurice Pringle. Mr. and Mrs. Pringle were piped to their seats by Mr. Harry 
Hicks who then retired to rendezvous with the haggis bearer steward John Hodgson. The Haggis 
was piped in to the President's Table where it was addressed by Mr. Ian Banyard. After dinner 
our President delivered the oration followed by a lament. Past President Jim Colvin proposed the 
toast to 'The Guests' and introduced a touch of East/West rivalry to which Dominic Malcolm 
Thyne of Edinburgh Academy fame made suitable reply on behalf of the guests. 'The Lassies' 
was proposed by Mr. John McGlynn and replied to by Mrs. Pringle. Dr. John Gilmour made a 
successful appeal on behalf of the National Burns Memorial Cottage Homes and traditional 
renderings of Tam o' Shanter and Holy Willie's Prayer were given by Past Presidents Jim Colrin 
and George Young respectively. Musical entertainment was supplied by vocalists Mrs. Valerie 
Hendren and Mr. Robert Wishart with Mr. Michael J. Burke on the accordion and Mrs. E. 
Coates on drums. Mr. Andrew Ewing ended the festivities with a toast to 'The Artistes' and the 
evening closed with the Bard Mr. Roy Dawson leading the company on Auld Land Syne. 

On 28th February 1980 an evening was devoted to reading, dissecting and discussing poems 
and songs of Robert Burns. The mood was relaxed, the entertainment spontaneous, the discourse 
enlightening and the verdict was unanimous--a delightfully entertaining evening. 

On 29th March 1980 we succeeded in enticing the Caledonian Ceilidh Band down from 
Galston and our members and friends thrilled to the appreciation of a guid Scots nicht's dancing. 
Proceeds were donated to Cancer Research. 

On 25th April 1980 the Committee, wives and friends held the annual dinner with some light
hearted disco entertainment to while away the hours. 
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On 30th August 1980 Club members and friends enjoyed a summer outing to Edinburgh and 

the Tattoo. And the weather was glorious! 
On 28th November 1980 a St. Andrew's Night Dinner Dance saw the President and Mrs. 

Pringle lead off the Grand March headed by Piper Harry Hicks. Truly a most memorable 

occasion for all who participated. 
GEORGE YOUNG 

237. Uddingston Masonic Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the Masonic 

Hall on Saturday, 7th February. President Alexander L. Hamilton welcomed 100 members and 

friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. James Williams, Motherwell United 

Services Club. Mr. A. C. W. Train, Past President of the Burns Federation and his daughter 

Freda rendered a selection of Burns songs while members and friends provided the other toasts. 
JOSEPH POLSON 

252. Alloway Burns Club. At our Anniversary Dinner in Belleisle House Hotel, Ayr on 22nd 

January 1981 the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the 'Happy Padre', the Rev. Robert 

Paterson, B.D., F.S.A., who was in sparkling form and gave a most absorbing and stimulating 

address. 'The Address to a Haggis' was expertly delivered by Mr. Jim Elder, Senior Vice

President, and vocal solos were delightfully sung by Mr. Jim Nicol of Girvan. The only sad note 

was the absence of our late Hon. Secretary, Mr. George A. Bryan, T.Eng. (C.E.I.), M.I.T.E., who 

died suddenly on 7th June after a brief illness. 
Our winter session opened on 9th October 1980 with an interesting talk and film show given 

by Mr. Jim G. Bryan, B.Sc., Hon. Treasurer. 
St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 27th November in Belleisle House Hotel, the principal 

speaker being the Rev. J. W. McGinty, B.A. He chose as his theme 'From scenes like these, old 

Scotia's grandeur springs', and captivated his audience with a carefully researched and original 

talk. 
The annual Commemorative Church Service of the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs took 

place in Alloway Parish Church on Sunday, 25th January 1981, when there was an excellent 

attendance. The Rev. J. W. McGinty, B.A. conducted a most impressive service, the lessons 

being read by the President of the Burns Federation, Mrs. M. Rennie and the Senior Vice

President of the Ayrshire Association, Mr. W. Morrison. The church organist, Mr. V. Brown, 

Mus. Bae., gave pleasure to all by his delicate and sympathetic playing of Burns tunes. Alloway 

Burns Club provided tea after the service prior to the Wreath-Laying at Burns Statue Square, 

Ayr, and the ladies were warmly congratulated on the high quality of the fare set out in Alloway 

Church Hall. 
A Hostess Whist Drive in aid of the St. Giles/Robert Burns Memorial Appeal Fund was held 

in Alloway Public Hall on l 7th February 1981 and proved most successful, both socially and 

financially. 
JAMES GLASS 

263. Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. We have had a very successful term since changing our 

venue from the Royal Army Service Corps Club to Rankine House in Bath Street, where we no 

longer have to compete with Discos, 2lst Birthday Parties, Engagement Parties and anything 

else anyone wanted to book a room for. 
Our Guest Speakers have had the complete attention of the members and visitors, and many 

and varied were the discussions on the life and works of Robert Burns. During our session we 

have had as guest speakers Jock Thomson, who proposed St. Andrews and Scotland; R. A. B. 
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McLaren gave the 'Immortal Memory' at our annual dinner; Abe Train spoke on 'Burns Songs'; 
George Anderson and Archie McArthur, two Past Presidents of the Club, were also speakers at 
our monthly meetings. 

Whilst the Club was forging ahead, our President had to resign in January, and Past President 
George Anderson was elected to serve in this Office until our Annual General Meeting in April. 
We were also more than delighted to welcome in February 1981, Dr. Jim Connor, President of 
London Ontario Burns Club as our guest. 

This year the Glasgow Masonic Burns Club has also been honoured by the election of one of 
our Past Presidents, George Anderson, as Junior Vice-President to the Burns Federation. 

We were rather late in advertising our Childrens Verse Speaking Competition this year and, at 
one point, contemplated cancelling it altogether. However, we finished up with 23 entrants, and 
what we Jacked in quantity was more than made up for in quality, and Adjudicator Sheila 
Gibson, I am sure. was glad of a little help from our unexpected guest, President of the 
Federation-Mrs. Mollie Rennie. All in all a grand day-the children were marvellous and their 
tutors have reason to be proud of them. 

We have already fixed up several guest speakers for season 1981 /1982 and are sure this will 
prove another successful season for the Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. 

J. G. DARROCH 

274. Troon Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Anchorage Hotel, Troon on 
25th January 1980. President W. McMichael proposed the toast of the 'Immortal Memory' and 
spoke of the values which were held at the time of Burns still prevailing at the present day and 
that man was subject to the same temptations and emotions as his predecessors. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed by P. Howie which was delivered with considerable humour. Singers in 
attendance were W. Gardiner, Robert Doncaster and Norman Dodds and the reader W. W. 
Paterson. Croupier for the evening was J. Elliott, now Vice-President of the Club. 

During the year the club visited the Tarbolton Bachelors Club and had light refreshments at 
Lochlea Farm. They also visited the Irvine Burns Club to see the museum at Wellwood. The club 
have been given custody of a sketch called 'The room in which Burns was born' drawn by Sir J. 
Noel Paton in 1844 when on a visit to Burns Cottage and he depicts the era. The sketch was 
given to the club by Lord Ferrier of Kilkerran, Maybole, a descendant of Sir J. Noel Paton and it 
will be presented to Irvine Burns Club some time in 1981, at a suitable ceremony. 

JAMES ADAM 

275. Ayr Burns Club. As the 25th January fell on a Sunday this year the Annual Dinner was 
held on 24th January 1981 in the Gartferry Hotel, Ayr. Mr. Peter McNaught, M.A., M.Litt., 
F.R.S.A., Principal of Craigie College of Education, Ayr, gave an excellent toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory'. This was followed by equally enjoyable speakers giving the toasts and replies to' Auld 
Ayr' and 'The Lassies'. On Sunday 25th, after attending the Commemorative Service in Alloway 
Church, the Wreath-laying ceremony was held at J .30 p.m. at Burns Statue Square, Ayr, where 
floral tributes were laid by the President of the Federation, Mrs. Mollie Rennie, the President of 
the Ayrshire Association, Mr. T. A. McMillan, and Presidents of several local clubs. 

Because the weather was somewhat unsettled the Leglen Wood Service in July was held in St. 
Quivox Church, Auchincruive, the oration being given by the Rev. Robert Paterson, B.D., 
F.S.A. 

Since the 30th November also occurred on a Sunday the St. Andrew's Night supper was held 
on I st December 1980 and the Rev. Robert Paterson gave the address in his usual witty style. A 
most enjoyable evening was made complete by music, songs and recitations by local artistes. 

The Social Evening held in St. Andrew's Church Hall, Ayr, in February 1981, demonstrated 
again that many talented youngsters are still being created in the community. This year's group 
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of pupils from the local schools charmed us as usual with their individual interpretations of the 

songs and recitations of the Poet and some of the instrumentalists gave a remarkably mature 

performance. 
This year the Ayr Burns Club Cup for Verse Speaking was presented to Miss Lorna McAllister 

by Council member, Mrs. K. G. McCallum at the Burns Centre at Alloway during the Festival 

week held in June. 
K. G. McCALLUM 

293. Newcraighall Welfare Poosie Nansie Burns Club. Our annual supper was held on 

22nd January 1981 in Niddrie Bowling Club with 72 members present. Our speaker, Mr. Robt. 

Hamilton, had to call off as he lost his wife suddenly but we were fortunate to get Mr. W. Cossar 

Brown who gave an excellent account of Burns and our local minister, Rev. J. Sinclair, gave the 

toast to The Lassies. After supper various songs and poems were rendered by our members as 

this is our 60th year of Federation we are holding a Dinner and Dance on 22nd August in the 

Klondyke Seam Newcraighall Welfare. 
Our annual game of bowls for the Kelly Shield was won by D. Nicolson for the second year 

running. 
ROBERT HENDRY 

307. Edinburgh Ayrshire Association. The Burns Supper was this year held in the Royal 

Abbey Hotel when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. David Blyth-President of the 

Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association. 
Whist Drive-Coffee Morning-Social Evening. Social Evening with 'Tapestry 

Demonstration'. Ayrshire Idylls-an. Illustrated Talk. By permission of the Rev. Paterson 

himself an Ayr man we were privileged to have a conducted tour of St. Michael's Church 

Linlithgow plus a visit to the Linlithgow Palace. Car Treasurer Hunt and Barbecue. 
G. HENDERSON LAING 

310. Mauchline Burns Club. The Annual Celebration was held in the Loudoun Arms Hotel. 

The principal speaker was W. Graham, poet and compiler of The Scots Word Book. All other 

participants were as usual members of the Club. An appeal which was made for the binding of 

the last volumes of the club's Scollish National Dictionary raised £52. 

A varied programme of fortnightly meetings from October to April was well supported: The 

Club in August 1980 acted as host to European Linguists meeting at Glasgow University on a 

visit to Mauchline. An anthology-Burns in Mauchline--compiled by Dr. J. Strawhorn and 

performed by other members of the Club, was warmly received. This was repeated for a joint 

meeting with three of Irvine Burns Club members. Successful joint meetings were also held with 

Calvine and Dundonald Clubs. 
D. I. LYELL 

323. Kirkcudbright Burns Club. On the 25th January the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 

by Joe Campbell. 
This was accompanied by songs and recitations and supported by other toasts to 'The Lassies' 

'Agriculture' and 'The Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright', under the chairmanship of Colin 

Ballingall. 
ADAM GRAY 

340. Balerno Burns Club. The Club held their Centenary Burns Supper in the Kestrel Hotel, 

Balerno on Saturday 24th January 1981, President Edward McCue was in the chair. 78 partook 

of Supper. James Tait, a Club member, gave the 'Immortal Memory', admirably in verse. He 
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described the happiness and hardships of the Bard's life, and the ill health which dogged him and 
his early death, but leaving behind him song and verse of the highest quality. William Shanks 
and Angus Swan were the croupiers. Talent in song and verse was easily obtainable from the 
company, also fiddle, accordian and bagpipe music. 'The Nicht Drave on wi' Mirth and Sang'. It 
is with sincere regret we have to report the death of an old and faithful member, Robin Rankin 
who has been a member since 1932. Robin's functions were carried out by William Blair 
addressing the Haggis, Jack McCaig reciting Tam O'Shanter and James Dunbar took his place in 
a trio in 'Willie Brewed a Peck o' Ma't'. William Shanks, the Club's Bard wrote and recited a 
summary of the Clubs start. First 100 years, and surmising what would be in the Bicentenary. 
Angus Swan gave a summary of the Club's history. 

The children in Primary 7 of Deanpark School hold their own Burns Supper. They carry out 
all the functions. The teachers are the waitresses at the supper. Toasts are drank in orange juice. 
Song and verse interlaced with dancing, fast and furious, finishing with Auld Lang Syne and 
three hearty cheers. Burns competitions were held in February in the school---song, verse, essay 
on Burns and Literary competition on the Scots language. Song and verse lst and 2nds in 
Primary 7 go forward to compete in the Edinburgh and District Burns Federation Competition. 
The Balerno Burns Club donate prizes for competitions held at Balerno. Balerno children of 
Deanpark School won second and third in song last year at Danderhall in the Edinbugh and 
District Burns Federation Competitions in March. A girl of Deanpark School won a second in 
song at the Edinburgh and District Burns Federation Competitions at Kings Park School, 
Dalkeith. We held a very successful dance in November. 'A Nicht wi' the Lassies' in November 
1980. Very successful and cheery. 

WM. R. SHANKS 

349. The Howff Burns Club. Our anniversary dinner was held in the Glacier Metal 
Recreation Club, Kilmarnock on l 9th January 1981, when the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mrs. Margaret Parker, ex-Provost of Kilmarnock. 

Our St. Andrew's night speaker was Mr. Sam Hay, curator of the Bachelors Club, Tarbolton. 
Wreaths were laid by the Club at Burns Statue Square last July, also at Kay Park Burns 

Monument. A wreath was also laid on 25th January at Ayr. Two members of the Howff 
attended the Annual Conference in Leicester. 

The Club was well represented at various functions throughout the year and we have had 
visits from members of other Clubs throughout Ayrshire at our monthly meetings. 

MRS. SARAH LOGAN 

350. Markinch Burns Club. Once again, our Annual Burns Supper was an unqualified 
success with yet another 'first' in our history, in that, we had our first Lady President, Mrs. Josie 
Strath, whose charming Irish wit, captivated all. The venue was, as usual, the Laurel Bank Hotel 
and an excellent traditional supper was provided by Mr. Brand and his staff, to some 134 
members. The haggis was piped in by Pipe Major John Stewart and carried by 'Poosie Nancy', 
Mrs. Jen Todd then ably addressed by Mrs. Jenny Greenaway. 

Mr. Alistar Leslie, M.A., rendered a very interesting and entertaining 'Immortal Memory' 
which was well rec~ived a:; were all the other speakers who proposed and replied to the 
traditional toasts. During the evening. the programme was interspersed with songs by Mrs. 
Isobel Dalgleish and Mr. George Forrest accompanied at the piano by Miss Hannah Houston, 
L.R.A.M. 

We would like to record our appreciation to Mr. Laurie, the local schoolmaster, and his staff. 
for their cooperation in the Schools Competition and for the very happy afternoon that Mrs. 
Greenaway and I spent at the final adjudication in the school library. 

\Ve now have arrangements well in hand for our next years work but I cannot close this 
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report without complimenting Mrs. Josie Strath on her efforts throughout the year, the speakers 
she 'pressed' into service, her excellent chairmanship and her crafty remarks during the evening. 

ARCHD. MITCHELL 

360. Lochee Burns Club. Was held on 2lst January 1981 when our President Mr. W. 
Prophet welcomed 100 members and guests. The haggis was piped in by Pipe-Major Stewart 
Bowman and most gracefully carried in by Mrs. Margaret Lawson the 'Address to the Haggis' 
was given by Past President Mr. Ally Gowans. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. 
Peter Crawford who also gave the 'Toast to the Lasses' which was suitably replied to by Mrs. 
Helen Wighton. Mr. Peter Crawford is the present Chairman of Broughty Ferry Round Table 
and his late father was a Past Hon. Vice-President of the Burns Federation. The President of the 
Ladies section Mrs. Sally Fealey proposed the toast to 'Oor Visitors'. 

A sketch of 'Poosie Nansie's Tavern' was portrayed in a most humorous and witty manner 
with Mr. Ally Gowans as Rabbie and his Droughty Cronies Tam O'Shanter and Soutar Johnnie, 
who were suitably clad for the occasion, to the delight of the entire company. Numerous 
requests were received from Old Folks Homes in the district when entertainment was provided 
by our talented members. 

Our St. Andrew's night celebration was held on 26th November 1980 when a company of 120 
attended. We were honoured by the presence of the Lord Provost of Dundee Mr. James Gowans 
and his Good Lady. A most enjoyable evening was spent followed with a dance. 

Arrangements are well under way for Burns Songs and Verse Competitions from the local 
schools. 

Sadly one of our Honorary Vice-Presidents, Mr. John McLean, passed away on 29th January 
1981 whilst attending a Burns Supper. 

THOMAS YOUNG 

366. Liverpool Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held at Liverpool Centre Hotel on 
Saturday, 24th January 1981. The Guest Speaker who proposed the Toast to 'The Immortal 
Memory' was Rev. Ian R. M. Latto, B.A., Hon. Chaplain to the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Federation of Scottish Societies. The Deputy Lord Mayor of Liverpool replied to the Toast to the 
City proposed by Mr. H. Birkhead. Other speakers included Mr. Tom Ellis to 'The Lasses', reply 
by Mrs. Flo Robinson, our Guest proposed by Dr. R. R. Hughes, the Visitors proposed by Miss 
N. J. Symons, reply by Dr. W. Biagi and the President proposed by Mr. Norman H. Bell. The 
haggis was piped in with due ceremony and the address was given by Mr. Robert J. Hughes the 
President. Mrs. Audrey Davies was the soloist, accompanied by her husband, and the evening 
concluded with Scottish dancing. 

Social evenings were held twice monthly from October to April, and Club Evenings held once 
a month during the same period when talks (some illustrated) were given on Burns and other 
topics of cultural interest. 

MARGARET J. BIRKHEAD 

370. Dundonald Burns Club. Two years have passed since our last report on the Club's 
activities-mail delivered to the wrong house is more to blame than the neglect of the Club's 
scribe. 

The two anniversary dinners have marked similarities; both found the respective Presidents; 
Jim Ritchie and Gordon Stewart taking the 'Immortal Memory' into hand and both doing an 
excellent job. Likewise each of the Dinners had a speaker who had already been a guest speaker 
at one of the monthly meetings. In 1980 Inspector James Brodie revealed many hitherto well 
kept secrets in a Toast to the Club and in 1981 Laurie Morton, a Past President of Paisley Burns 
Club proposed a fine Toast to 'The Land O' Burns'. 
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The Club are fortunate in having among their members several after dinner speakers who 
contribute to the anniversary dinner and to other Clubs when called upon. 

The St. Andrew's Night continues to be a popular feature and in the past two years we have 
had two 'weel kent' faces as our principal guests-William Mcllvanney, author and TV critic 
and the Rev. Robert Paterson, the 'Happy Padre'. Both contributed in no small way to the 
success of both evenings. Our monthly meetings continue to attract good attendances and a rich 
variety of subjects. 

A sad feature of the current recession is the number of Members who by reason of the closure 
of many local industries are forced to travel further afield in search of new employment and 
leave roots behind which they treasured. 

One of our Founder Members, John Leitch and a very good friend to the Club died in the past 
year-he contributed a great deal to the Club in many ways. 

ROBERT KIRK 

377. Kilbirnie Rosebery Burns Club. The Toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
William Millar M.A. and the Toast to the 'Lasses' was proposed by the Club's Vice-President 
Robin Gray. 

The Hallowe'en Dance was, as usual, very successful. The Winter talks continue to be 
enjoyable and well attended. 

TOM SMITH 

378. Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association. Prize Draw-Annual Verse and Song 
Competition held in King's Park Primary School, Dalkeith. Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony 
was held in The National Portrait Gallery, Queen Street by kind permission of Mr. Hutchison 
'Keeper' and Staff, at the full length portrait of Burns by Nasmyth Burns Monument-Regent 
Road. Still under Restoration. 

G. HENDERSON LAING 

393. Annan Ladies Burns Club. A large number of members and friends attended the 
anniversary dinner which was held on 29th January 1981, in the Bruce Restaurant. The haggis 
was piped in by Mr. L. Watson and as our usual 'haggis addresser' Mr. J. Jackson was unable to 
be with us owing to illness, the President, Mrs. Sheila Morrin, spoke the address, and a very 
good job she made of it. We had an excellent proposer of the 'Immortal Memory' in the person 
of Mr. David Shankland, an expert on the subject. He puts over his thoughts so eloquently and 
had the audience in the palm of his hand. There were ten delegates from surrounding clubs at the 
top table. The secretary read a large number of greetings cards from many clubs throughout 
Britain, including two as far apart as Aberdeen and Dover. Our guest artistes were The Solway 
Quartet whose talents made a wonderful contribution to the evening's enjoyment. The various 
toasts were ably given by members. Voted one of the best dinners we have had! 

The opening meeting and A.G.M. were held in October. November brought the usual hilarity 
with the Hallowe'en party. Speaker for St. Andrew's night was Mr. J. Murray of Annan who 
gave us a new insight.to St. Andrew and Scotland. Again we were entertained by the talented 
Watson Family with piping and highland dancing. The Christmas party was held in December 
and greatly enjoyed by all. At our February meeting we were shown slides of a cruise on the 
QE2 by Mr. George Gilchrist and those brought many 'oohs and ahs' from the audience. The 
annual draw also took place and a very gratifying sum was raised which has gone to the stained 
glass window appeal. The session ended with a closing social in March and we now look 
forward to the conference in Irvine when no doubt we will be well represented! 

SALLY KNIGHT 
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401. Brig-En' (Waverley) Burns Club, Dumfries. Before the start of this year's Annual 
Burns Supper, held in the Waverley Hotel, Dumfries on Friday, 23rd January, a presentation 
was made to Piper Charles Kerr, who, for the past 26 years, has been in attendance at the Burns 
Supper to Pipe in The Haggis. The presentation was made by Dr. W. D. Balfour, who welcomed 
the company, and then went on to address The Haggis in his usual stirring fashion. The main 
Speaker for the evening was Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Mr. James A. Mackay, who won 
praise from the gathering for a very suitable toast to the Immortal Memory. Humour came from 
the toast to The Lasses, by Dr. James Simpson, and again in the reply from Mrs. Molly Park. The 
company were entertained during the evening by songs from Mr. John Hastings. A dance 
followed 'The Bletherin', at which Mr. David Solley was Master of Ceremonies. 

ROBERT AGNEW 

405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. A company of 256 celebrated the anniversary of the 
birth of Robert Burns and very much appreciated the excellence of the Immortal Memory 
proposed by the Very Reverend Dr. Peter P. Brodie, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland (1978-79). Other toasts were proposed by Dr. L. Hume, Mr. L. K. Barker, 
Mr. I. B. McMaster and Mr. W. Campbell Heselwood, and responded to by the Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield (Councillor Wm. Owen, J. P.), the Master Cutler (Mr. H. G. McGee), Mrs. Eileen 
Macpherson and the President (Mr. Thomas A. Docherty) respectively. At the invitation of the 
Hon. Chaplain (Rev. Ernest C. Marvin) the Very Reverend Dr. Peter P. Brodie preached at St. 
Andrew's U.R. Church at the Morning Service on the following day. 

In November at the combined President's Reception/St. Andrew's Dinner & Dance, in the 
presence of local dignitaries and the Presidents and Consorts of other societies, the toast 
'Scotland' was proposed most acceptably by the Rt. Hon. Lord Barnetson, of whose sudden 
death we were to be grieved to learn only some three months later. 

Regular other main events included the Annual Church Service, two Ceilidhs, Hogmanay 
Party, All-Scottish Country Dance, Spring Dinner & Dance, and a Charities Evening. Also 
weekly meetings of the Scottish Country Dance Class, fortnightly meetings of the Gaelic tuition 
class, and monthly meetings of the Scottish Arts Group. Some forty members of the Theatre 
Group were in the invited audience at Leeds for the Old Time Music Hall programme that went 
out on TV on Hogmanay. For the Society's trophies there was a Photographic Competition and 
tournaments in Bridge, Golf and Tennis. New events were a very successful Scottish Concert & 
Supper, and a Lecture/Cheese & Wine Evening to initiate a Society fund later to be donated to 
the Federation's Robert Burns Memorial Window Fund. The three issues of our own Ca/edonian 
News were of the usual high standards. A total of £205 was donated to charities. 

W. CAMPBELL HESELWOOD 

426. Sauchie Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 23rd January 1981 in 
Newtonshaw Lounge, Sauchie. President W. M. Snaddon presiding over a company of 70. 

Before the dinner Honorary Life Membership Certificates were given to Alex Todd, David 
Gow, Wm. Thomson, David Robertson, for long and faithful service to the club. David Gow 
replied to this honour. Jasper Burt (Kennent) proposed 'The Immortal Memory'. G. S. N. Neave 
the toast to the 'Lassies'. 

A.G.M. & Dinner was held on Friday 24th October. 
Folknight held on 20th March in Craigbank School, this proved a successful evening. 

W. AITKEN 

437. Dumfries Ladies' Burns Club. At our 50th Anniversary Burns Dinner held on 26th 
January our Principal guest was Mrs. Mollie Rennie. President of the Burns Federation. 

As our first Dinner in 1930 was an all ladies dinner, fittingly so was our 50th and we were 
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indeed fortunate in having Mrs. Rennie with us on this occasion. Mrs. Rennie chose to speak on 
Burns' early life, the hardships he faced and how he fought to overcome them and how through 
his poems and songs he preserved the Scottish tongue for all time. 

A deputation from Dumfries Burns Howff Club was welcomed by Mrs. Kingstree. Mr. J. 
McAllister brought fraternal greetings from 'The Howtr and Mr. J. Johnstone presented a 
beautiful hand-turned gavel and presentation box. This is a mark of goodwill and friendship 
which has existed between our two clubs for many years. 

It will be well and truly used. 
We have had a very busy year with many fund raising events and a full programme of 

monthly events well attended. Socially we have exchanged visits with Annan Ladies, Dumfries 
Burns Club and Dumfries Burns Howff Club. Attendance was good at the brow well service and 
at St. Michaels Church on 25th January when Mrs. Kingstree placed a wreath at the Mausoleum 
on our behalf. Our usual gifts were given to sick and elderly members. Our prize was given to 
the musical festival and other local events supported. 

We have no fears for the next 'Fifty Years'. E. KIRKLAND 

454. Rotherham and District Scottish Association. Robert Burns's Anniversary was 
celebrated on Saturday 31 st January 1981 at St. John House, Rotherham. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mr. Brian Sutherland of the Wakefield Caledonian Society. The piper 
was Pipe-Major Philip Henderson. The haggis was addressed by Mr. Tom Macfarlane, Past 
President of Retford Caledonian Society, who also delighted all present with his lovely singing 
during the evening. Guests included Mr. Guy Adamson, President of Chesterfield Caledonian 
Society and Mrs. Adamson. The President Mrs. Chris Barker was in the chair. It was voted the 
best Burns night for a long time. 

The President's reception was held at 'The Hoist', Conisborough, on Friday 26th September 
1980. Hall owe 'en Fancy Dress with Pea & Pie supper on Saturday 1 st November. St. Andrew's 
night Buffet and Ceilidh on 6th December and the New Year Buffet Dance were all held in The 
Arts Centre, Rotherham. 

The last function was something different for our association in the form of a 'Hoe-Down'. 
MRS. JEAN JEAVONS 

461. Leicester Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held on 24th January 1981 at 
the Grand Hotel Leicester. With the Chairman of the Executive Council, Mr. K. R. Sims acting 
as Master of Ceremonies the President of the Society, Mr. J. L. S. Parton took the opportunity to 
celebrate his third and final year in office by giving the 'Address to the Haggis' and the toast to 
'The Immortal Memory'. Both were well delivered and enthusiastically accepted. Mr. J.B. Clow 
very ably proposed the toast to the Lassies to which Mrs. S. Downie replied amusingly and 
charmingly. Entertainment was provided by Arthur Greasley singing Burns songs, Adam 
Winski's fiddling and of course our Piper Iain Insch providing his kind of music. Dancing to 
Andrew Rankine and his music completed a very happy social evening. 

The Society were very happy and proud to act as hosts on behalf of No. 18 District for the 
Federation Conference in 1980. The preparatory work for this event occupied some of us quite 
considerably during the summer months. As a 'thank you' to other associations who had helped 
us financially and otherwie with that event we were pleased to entertain representatives of these 
associations at our President's evening in October and start what has been a very enjoyable 
season of events, including St. Andrew's Dinner, Children's Party, New Year Ball, Haggis 
Supper and St. Valentine's Dance. 

Sadly we have to record the deaths of a number of our members who have given much time. 
interest and activity to aid the Society. These include Mrs. D. Clover, Mrs. I. Hobbs, Mr. W. A. 
Campbell, Mr. \V. Easton and Mr. G. Large, all members of long-standing. 

MRS. J. M. CUTTING 
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462. Cheltenham Scottish Society. The Annual Supper was held this year at the Lilleybrook 
Hotel in Cheltenham with the Vice President Mr. A. (Sandy) McKenzie in the Chair. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Seamus Stewart of Chipping Campden, and in doing 
so reminded us of the poet's wonderful work in preserving the folk songs of the land, as well as 
showing his deep humanity and love of nature. 'The Lasses' proposed by Mr. Eric Cheyne was 
based on Shakespeare's Seven Ages, bringing forth a delightful response from Miss. Anne 
McLintic in verse which would have delighted D. C. Thompson ifhe were still around. The Rev. 
Tom Morrison gave us a memorable 'Tam O'Shanter', and with a few Burns Songs in keeping 
with 'The Immortal Memory' leading to the certainly immortal 'Auld Lang Syne' a very 
enjoyable evening closed with thanks to all who had helped to contribute to another Burns Night 
expressed by past-president Mr. Roy Goodfellow. 

A full year of events from weekly Scottish dancing to particular functions--the opening 
Ceilidh in September, a Hallowe'en-Haggis supper, a photo-slide show, the St. Andrew's Day 
Dinner, our Hogmanay party, a Concert (based on 1940), the Highland Ball, a Skittles evening, 
the end of season Dance all providing, a variety catering for our various likings, and all well 
attended by members and friends. It has been a busy year for the President, Dr. Tom Lawson, 
who has led the Society well during the last two years, and who has expressed the hope that next 
year may even be better in cementing the fellowship of the 'exiled' Scots in Cheltenham and 
District. 

BOB NAYSMITH 

469. Denny Cross Burns Club. The Annual Supper opened with a toast to the Queen. The 
toast to The Haggis was given by Mr. A. Farquar. Grace was said by Mr. R. Black. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by Mr. J. Davidson of Bannockburn who had a warm and vibrant address 
'Holy Willie's Prayer' was done by R. Hoggan and received much applause. 'Tam O'Shanter' 
was rendered by Mrs. Anne Blair who had everyone enthralled. 'The Lassies' were toasted by 
Mr. G. Blair and his wife suitably replied 'Chairman, artistes and stewards' was done by M. 
McMenemy and 'Host and Hostess' by Mr. A. Hogg. Songs were sung by Messrs. W. Beveridge, 
A. Farquar, R. Kay and Mesdames, S. Farquar, B. Neill, M. Kay, M. Johnstone. Pipe selections 
were given by R. Mclay and A. Farquar. Accompanist was J. Quigley. Altogether a most happy 
evening. 

At the September meeting, Speaker was R. Hoggan who was asked to come back and do 'Holy 
Willie's Prayer' at our supper. October saw Mr. A. Robertson's wide selection of films on Burns. 
In November, our St. Andrew's night had Mr. T. Barrie of Kilsyth, who gave a very interesting 
talk on Burns. 

December was our Christmas Party at Dollar which everyone enjoyed. 
In February the Speaker was Mr. Watson Peat, a local farmer. President G. Watters was the 

speaker at our March meeting. 
April was our A.G.M. 
May was our spring drive to Castle Campbel Hotel at Dollar. Altogether a very happy season. 

WILLIAM BEVERIDGE 

492. Harrow and District Caledonian Society. 154 members and friends enjoyed a 
traditional Burns Supper at the Rayners Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the 
Rev. (Group Captain) Donald S. Wallace QHC., R.A.F. The haggis was addressed by Jim Elder 
and the Lassies toasted by Douglas Hogge, with Elizabeth Haynes responding. Delightful 
musical interludes of Burns Songs were provided by Miss Fiona Dobie and Mr. Martin Nelson. 
two lively young people with outstanding talent. 

At the Annual Dinner in March the guest speakers were Kenneth Roberton, the Mayor of 
Harrow, and Dr. Rhodes Boyson, M.P. for Brent North. In January, the New Year was 
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celebrated in style with a Ball held at Brent Town Hall on 2nd January, when members and 
friends enjoyed an energetic programme of Scottish Country Dancing, and a cabaret provided by 
a talented team of young Irish Dancers. 

MRS. JANET M. HOGGE 

494. Motherwell United Services Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 
Wednesday 21 st January 1981. The principal toast was proposed by Mr. George Anderson, 
Junior Vice-President of the Federation. The packed audience was held spellbound by an address 
of the highest calibre. Mr. Anderson is to be congratulated on his knowledge and presentation of 
the Bard. The evening was further enhanced by the quality of the singers and readers performing 
The harmony was provided by a group from a drama school led by Mr. John Langford and their 
style was most refreshing. 

The monthly meetings were well attended and the members were treated to a diet of diverse 
subjects. The club had a visit by members of the 'Tam O'Shanter' club, Coventry and a pleasant 
day was enjoyed by the members of both clubs. 

Forthcoming events for 1981 : The visitation to Coventry between 20th and 22nd March; the 
annual outing to the Royal British Legion, Jedburgh and the tour of the Borders. The club is once 
again celebrating St. Andrew's Day in its usual fashion. 

JAMES WILLIAMS 

500. New Cumnock Burns Club. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. David 
Shankland (President) at the annual Supper held in the Crown Hotel on Friday 23rd January 
1981 when 130 members and artistes attended. 

Members stood in silent tribute to the memory of the undernoted, deceased during the past 
year and acknowledged the outstanding service each had rendered the club. Dr. W. Edgar 
(Honorary Pres.); Mr. David Black (Pres. 1951); Mr. M. Shankland (Founder member); Mr. W. 
H. Connell (Pres. 1964); Mr. Angus Armstrong (Pres. 1969) and Mr. Gavin Brown (Pres. 1967). 

At the A.G.M. the following appointments were approved, President Mr. J. L. McLatchie; 
Vice President Mr. W. B. Hastie; Treasurer Mr. W. Turner; Secretary Mr. W. C. G. Pearson; 
Honorary President Mr. H. C. Trotter; Honorary members Mr. W. M. Kechnie; Mr. G. Brown; 
Mr. C. McLatchie and Mr. A. Dick. 

The annual smoker took place on Friday 28th March 1980 and the annual St Andrew's 
function on Friday 28th November 1980 and were well attended. 

W. C. G. PEARSON 

501. Galt Burns Club. On Saturday 24th January 1981 we held our 73rd Annual Banquet at 
the Masonic Temple. This is the first time a woman was Chairlady. Our Secretary, Mrs. Gretta 
Hanley, had this privilege. Pipe Major Bob Chalmers piped in the haggis, carried by Sam 
Owenss. Vice-President Bill Pettigrew gave Burns' Address to the Haggis', Jim Hanley gave the 
Selkirk Grace and Mrs. Helen Grainge the toast to the Queen. Mr. Tom Milne, our President, 
was our speaker on the 'Immortal Memory'. Our soloists were Mr. Ben Fraser and Mrs. Ruby 
McColl. We also had Mr. Monty Davidson M.P.P. and Alderman Bill Stuch to reply to toasts to 
'Our Adopted Land~ and the city of Cambridge'. He danced to Mr. Joe Cinti D.J. We had the 
privilege of having three long time members with us. Mr. Bill Murphy was one having joined 
the club in 1920 and has held nearly every office. 

Our St.Andrew's night was held on 29th November 1980 in the Legion Hall with a full house. 
Six members attended the Mini-Conference on 8th-l Oth August in London, Ontario for 'North 
American Clubs of the Burns Federation' in an endeavour to strengthen the ties that bind us to 
the federation. We have had some other dances and meetings. 

MRS. GRETTA HA:"LEY 
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503. Dunblane Burns Club. This year's Annual Supper was voted one of the best. The toast 

to 'The Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. Andrew Charters from Ayr and the other speakers 

and performers were of a very high standard. 

The prize-winning entries in the local schools' essay competition were printed in the local 

press and aroused much interest in the community. 
T. M. TURNBULL 

511. Perth (West Australia) Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Tuesday 27th 

January 1981. 50 members and friends attended. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably given by 

Mrs. Cath Lommon. The haggis was piped in by Mrs. Ailsa Millar and the address given by 

George Todd. Several members sang our beloved Scottish songs and though many miles from 

Scotland our thoughts were with you. 
We visited Scots Ladies Club and were pleased to welcome visitors from Scotland. 

MRS. JANET RUSSELL 

516. Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans. Our Annual Supper was held on Saturday 24th 

January 1981 in the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. 

D. Jefferies (a Past President of the club). 
St. Andrew's night, bus drive, and monthly dances. WALTER M. MUIR 

530. Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association. On 2 lst July 1980 the Annual 

Commemorative Service was held at the Brow Well when the oration was given by Mr. S. Gaw 

Past President Burns Federation. The wreath was laid by Mrs. Gaw. Afterwards a social evening 

of Burns' Songs and recitations was held in Thee Globe Inn Dumfries. 

Our quarterly meetings held in the Globe Inn were well attended. Our schools competition 

attracted many competitors and prizes worth over£ I 00 were distributed to the winners. Visitors 

and visiting clubs were met, entertained and shown around the places of interest, in and around 

Dumfries. 
On 25th January 1981 the Annual Church Service was held in St. Michaels Church, 

Dumfries. Representatives from Burns' Clubs and members of Regional and District Councils 

attended, the wreath laying ceremony at the Mausoleum taking place after the service. 

· Quite a number of members and friends attended the opening ceremony of the new 

Caretaker's House at the Mauchline Jean Armour Houses, also the Year of the Scot Supper on 

24th January 1981 in the City Chambers Glasgow. 
MRS. MARY SHEARER 

555. Harrogate St. Andrew's Society. 1921-1981- What a glorious way to the start of our 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. Burns Night 1981 -Never to be forgotten. 

Guests and Principal speakers from a distinguished list: The Mayor of Harrogate, J. 

Thompson; Robert Pine, Esq.-Sec. the Burns Federation, Yorks. District; The Rev. Dr. 

William J. Morris, J.P., B.A., B.D., PhD., LLD., Minister of Glasgow Cathedral; Nicholas Moss, 

Esq., Editor The Ackrill Press; The Rev. Stanley 0. Jones, B.A., Minister, St. Pauls U.R. 

Church, Harrogate; and Chairman R. 0. Aitken, Esq., President of the Society. 

Toasts Sangs and Sentiments-and for good measure dancing into the wee sma' hours. More 

to come--Main events- Scottish Country Dance Ball, Friday 30th October, 1981 and St. 

Andrew's Night, 27th November 1981. And to round off, Burns Night Dinner & Dance, 22nd 

January 1982. Anyone lucky enough to be in Harrogate on those occasions and would care to 

join us would be assured of memories to last a life time, our President during these events

Kathryn Williamson-will guarantee that! 
STANLEY FAIRS 
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559. Coventry and District Caledonian Society. The Anniversary Dinner was held at the 
Manor Hotel, Meriden (the centre of England) on the 30th January, 1981 with the President Mr. 
D. Hunter in the chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. D. Anderson. 

The toast to the City of Coventry was proposed by Mr. G. Johnstone, past president, and the 
Lord Mayor, Councillor T. McLatchie replied on behalf of the City. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held at the Guild Hall of St. Mary's. The raffle raised the 
sum of £66.20 which by tradition was held on behalf of the Royal Caledonian Schools Bushy. 

R. P. DAVIES 

561. London (Ontario) Burns Club. The 43rd Annual Supper and Ball was held in the 
Ukranian Country Club, Gore Road, London, Ontario on 24th January 1981 at 5.30 pm when 
530 persons attended. The Guest Speaker was Andy Stewart, M.B.E. who gave the 'Immortal 
Memory' and later entertained the company with songs accompanied by members of the White 
Heather Club. Other Guests included Ron Van Horne, M.P.P. for London. Bob Graham also 
entertained with Scottish songs. The New Year Party took place at the Plumbers Hall and was 
attended by 96 club members only. Also in the Plumbers Hall on Friday 21 st November 1980 
the Club held a 'Pot Luck Supper' and invited Members of St. Andrew's Society when 28 
members joined us. A trip to Frankenmuth, Michigan took place on 6th-7th December 1980 
when two buses with 85 members journeyed to Detroit where an overnight stay had been 
arranged. We were entertained by Members of the Detroit Burns Club. The following day we 
journeyed to Frankenmuth, Michigan, and visited an Ethnic Village where native costumes are 
worn by the local residents. A Plaque is being place in Elmo Curtis Rose Gardens in London 
mounted on a stone and surrounded by I 00 roses supplied by the Club. On Wednesday l Sth 
October 1980 a concert starring Andy Stewart and full supporting cast was held at Montcalm 
School and was well attended. The first conference of the North American Burns Clubs was held 
at University of Western Ontario on Friday 8th-10th August 1980, where the first Overseas 
Conference of the Burns Federation was held in 1979. During the deliberations it was decided 
that the next conference would be held in Annapolis in 19 80 sponsored by the Annapolis Club 
and the following year by Hamilton Burns Club. The theme of the conference was 'The role of 
the Overseas Clubs within Burns Federation'. On behalf of the Burns Federation as 
representative it was proposed by Abe Train that Dr. J. Connor be invited to be the Official 
representative of the Burns Federation in Canada. Jt was also proposed and approved that Dr. J. 
Connor be Chairman of the joint committee of the North American Burns Clubs. l l 0 delegates 
attended from North Bay, Hamilton, Galt, London, Winnipeg, Ontario and Detroit, Annapolis 
U .S.A. A trip to Canadian National Exhibition took place on 16th August 1980 and the summer 
picnic was held at East Park Golf Course on I 9th July 1980. 

The present membership of the Club is 178 members. The Club has now become Incorporated 
as of 29th August 1980. Please note the address of the Secretary is 41 Carey Crescent and not 14 
as shown in the Chronicle 1980. 

DAVID L. BARCLAY 

566. Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. We had 345 Guests at our Forty-second 
Anniversary Supper held on 30th January, in the Wentworth Hotel, and have received letters 
and telephone calls of congratulation on an excellent evening. Our Guest of Honour was Dr. 
Clair Isbister C.B.E., F.R.A.C.P., D.Ch(London) and her husband Dr. James Isbister. In the 
history of our Society, this is the first time our Guest of Honour was a Lassie. Dr. Isbister gave a 
very interesting and thought-provoking reply to the toast Land of our Adoption-Australia' 
proposed by Mr. Wm. Porter Young. The oration was eloquently proposed by our President, 
Mr. John Campbell Dillow. On the lighter side we had our stalwart, Charles Murray propose the 
'Lasses' to which Mrs. Nan McDonald (Commissioner of Clan Donald, for New South Wales) 
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ably replied. Past President Mr. Arch. Ferguson acted as Toastmaster. Songs were by the young 

ladies of Queenswood School, Highland Dancing by the Dorothy Kerr School of Dancing and 

recitations from Mr. Richard Leitch of Melbourne, with other members of our Society taking 

part. The only disappointment was the fact that Mr. and Mrs. Jock Thompson were not with 

us-Jock having had to cancel his visit because of his illness. We do appreciate Jock's health 

comes first and we all wish him a good recovery. It was hoped that another Representative of the 

Burns Federation would have been able to deputise for Jock, but Australia, geographically 
located where it is, makes it one of the most expensive countries to visit, and we accept the fact 

that the Visits Fund, inaugurated by the Australians for this purpose, would be almost depleted 

by the cost of one airfare 'Down-under'. However, now that the Burns Federation is spreading 

its wings, we hope that perhaps one day in the not too distant future, the Annual Conference 

may be held in this country. 
On 25th April, 1980, Members of our society joined the Scottish contingent for the ANZAC 

Day March and a wreath-laying ceremony at the Cenotaph. On l 3th July we attended the 

Anniversary Service at Scots Church, with lunch being served afterwards and the opportunity to 
meet the Rev. Murdo McDonald from Stornoway. On 20th August, we had Rev. Murdo and 

Mrs. McDonald as our Special Guests, with Members of Scots Church also attending. On 1 Oth 

November we were all deeply saddened by the passing of our esteemed friend and President, the 
late Mr. Robert H. Moar, Senior. Bob had taken up office only in April, but because of illness 

could not be with us often. He is sadly missed from our ranks. On 29th November a contingent 

from our Club travelled to Wollongong in support of Mr. Will Scott's St. Andrew's Day Dinner. 

A concert was organised by our Club Members, the proceeds of which went to the local St. 
Andrew's Homes. On 30th November we were again at Scots Church for our St. Andrew's Day 

Service, being piped into Church by our Piper Mr. Frank Murray, and the Lessons being read by 

our members, Mr. Alex. Johnstone and Mrs. Margaret McNamara. Later an informal luncheon 

and get-together was arranged. On 25th January 1981, we attended St. Stephen's Uniting 

Church for our Annual Burns Memorial Service which Rev. Graham Hardy combined with his 
Australia Day Service, and later joined us at the Domain for a short service, when floral tributes 

were put on the Burns Statue. The 30th January was our Burns Supper-an excellent evening. 
On lst March a party from our Club enjoyed an evening with John Cairney telling 'The Robert 

Burns Story'. On I 8th March we ended our year once again with our Annual Clan Night, 

presented by Mrs. Nan McDonald, when the theme for the evening was 'The Clan Donald'. Our 

attendance still continues at approximately 100 with interesting and varied programmes 

arranged by Mrs. Jean London. We have had many visitors from both interState and overseas 
who enjoy our programmes. We keep in close touch with our Kindred Societies and again 

during the year a number of our members participated in their functions. Towards the end of the 

year Mr. John Campbell Dillon was elected our new President. 
MAY DICKIE 

589. Solway Burns Club. This was held on 22nd January in the Bruce Restaurant, Annan 

and there was an excellent attendance of approximately 90 members and guests. The 'Immortal 

Memory' was given by M.P. Helen McNairn, the immediate Past President of the club, as is the 

tradition. 
In May 1980, our annual bus trip visited the statue of the Ettrick Shepherd at St. Mary's Loch 

and the Gordon Arms for dinner -a lovely evening. 
Our Autumn Supper Dance was a successful event in October, and our St. Andrew's Night 

Dinner in November was held at Kirkconnel Hall, when club member Ken Brown ably filled the 

breach when the main speaker had to call off through illness. 
Our A.G.M. and Social were in March 1981 at the Bruce Restaurant again, when Dick 

Bainbridge handed over the Presidency to John Trodden. 
DICK BAINBRIDGE 
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578. Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. A large number of members and friends 

attended the Annual Anniversary Dinner on Saturday 14th February 1981 in the Pather 

Community Centre, Wishaw. The evening began with President Mr. T. N. Paterson and his wife 

Margaret and honoured guests being piped in by Pipe Major J. Barklay. The President then 

welcomed the company. Haggis was carred in by Mrs. Gordon and Mrs. Napier and addressed 

by Mr. W. Scott. Mrs. E. Train said the Grace. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. J. 

Hamilton, President of Glasgow and District Burns Club. Mr. John Allan, Immediate Past 

President of L.A.B.C. toasted the 'Lassies' in his usual humorous manner and Mrs. A. Scott 

replied. Mr. R. B. Cleland toasted the Burns Federation and the President of the Burns Federation 

Mrs. Mollie Rennie replied. During the evening songs were sung by Miss Anne Pickering and 

Mr. J. Cross, interspersed with readings by Mr. J. Shedden. The accompanist for the evening 

was Mr. A. Watson. The vote of thanks was given by Mr. R. Scott. To conclude the evening a 

very enjoyable dance followed. 
On Sunday 23rd November 1980 the Dedication of the Cairn built by the L.A.B.C. took place 

at Covington Mains Farm. 
The L.A.B.C. held their Annual Schools Festival for area finalists on 26th April 1980. Eight 

schools throughout the shire took part and the standard of competition was high. The 

competition for this year's area finalists will take place on April 25th. 
MISS ANNE PICKERING 

612. Torrance Masonic Social & Burns Club. The Annual Supper took place on 24th 

January 1981. The Guest Speaker was Mr. Hugh Barrow, Recreation and Environmental 

Manager, Strath Kelvin District Council who gave an exceptionally fine oration which ranks as 

one of the best in the club's history. He was accorded an enthusiastic standing ovation. 

The toast to 'the Lassies' was very ably and wittily proposed by P. P. John B. Hill and replied 

to by Mrs. Rena Cochrane just as ably with a strong sense of humour. 
Supporting the speakers were a talented company of artistes and accordionists which did 

much to enhance the programme. The appeal for the Jean Armour Building Fund by President 

Wm. Frew resulted in the handsome sum of £37 from a very much smaller company than usual. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on Saturday 29th November 1980. Guest speaker was Past 

Master for Taig of Athol Lodge 384 who gave us an exceptionally fine address in the toast to 'St. 

Andrew of Scotland' which must have given him much thought and research into our history 

and tradition. He was accorded a standing ovation. The programme produced a fine company of 

talented singers and Highland Dancers from Kirkintilloch and a party of violinists and pianist 

from the Glasgow Scottish Reel and Strathspey Society which did much to add enjoyment to our 

traditional St. Andrew's Night. 
We as a club regret that the support of patrons and members at these functions are greatly 

diminishing year by year. 
During the past session we regret to announce the passing of one of our Honorary Members in 

the person of the Rev. Murdo McLeod M.A. who has been a faithful attender at all our functions 

since he came to Torrance over 20 years ago. He has graced our top table during all these years 

and was Guest Speaker on numerous occasions. He is sadly missed, but remembered by all for 

his gracious friendly, and brotherly manner to all in which he came in contact. 
FRED. C. JORDAN 

618. Altrincham and Sale Caledonian Society. The 36th Annual Burns Supper was held on 

23rd January 1981 in the Masonic Hall, Sale, when Mr. Douglas Taylor, M.M. presided over a 

gathering of 150 members and friends. The Haggis carried by Mr. H. A. Phillips was piped in by 

Mr. A. M. Morrison and Mr. T. Convoy and addressed by Mr. J. C. Wallace. Mr. R. A. B. 
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McLaren, past President of the Federation, gave a most impressive 'Immortal Memory' and 

richly deserved the appreciation shown. The Rev. P. Scotland gave the traditional toast to 'The 

Lasses' for which Mrs. A. Convoy ably replied. A selection of Burns 's songs was sung by Mr. P. 

Phillips accompanied at the piano by Dr. I. Hall. Mr. D. H. Watson acted as Chairman and a 

Vote of Thanks was given by Mr. T. Marriott-Moore. The Dinner was followed by dancing for 

which Mr. J. R. S. Mcfarlane was M.C. 
CYNTHIA MARY BOOTH 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars Burns Club. On 23rd January 1981 Chieftain James Paterson 

presided over a gathering of 1 16 members of Kinross Jolly Beggars at their Anniversary Dinner 

held in the Gartwhinzean Hotel, Powmill. The Rev. D. McConkey said Grace. The Haggis was 

piped in by Piper Bob Hamilton, and addressed by John Kidd. The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Brodie, 

Past Moderator of the General Assembly, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' which ran the full 

gamut of human emotion. The Croupier, Bert Dunbar thanked the Speaker. The toast to 'The 

Lasses' was ably given by Rev. Duncan McConkey and Joe Keppie replied on their behalf. John 

F. Watson M.R.C.V.S. toasted our founder 'Robert Burns Begg an' them thats awa'. The Wullie 

Waucht for the best rhyming reply was won by Andrew Sneddon. 'The Nicht drave on wi sang 

an' clatter' of the highest order. A collection for the St. Giles Memorial Window Appeal raised 

the excellent sum of £510 pounds. We note with regret the passing of Archie Skinner, I. P. 

Chieftain Bill Chrichton, Sam Forrester, George Hogg, P.C. George Johnston, Alex Russell and 

Tom Page. 
As usual the club presented prizes for Burns Competition to Kinross High School. 

JOHN KIDD 

630. Coalsnaughton. On 24th January 1981 we celebrated the birth of our National Bard. 

James Simpson from Glasgow proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and David Tait, President of the 

Dollar Burns Club, proposed the 'Lassies'. Among our guests were Jim MacPherson and Alan 

Booth from Annapolis, and James B. Yates G.P.P from the Dollar Club. On the Sunday we went 

down to Dunlop to visit our auld freend the Rev. James Currie, where we were made very 

welcome and invited to lunch even although the manse was packed. In the afternoon we paid a 

visit with our host to Dunlop House (well known to Robert Burns) where we all took part in a 

service for the patients. We were entertained to afternoon tea by the staff. All in all a wonderful 

day. Our thanks to Jimmie; I am sure R.B. would have approved. 
The Ladies Supper was held in the Club Rooms where Alan Booth proposed the 'Immortal 

Memory' and Jim MacPherson the toast to 'the Lassies'. Netta Snodden from Alvaplayed the 

pipes and replied to the Lassies, Sheila Love was excellent in the Chair. We laid a wreath in Ayr 

in July. The outing was to Glenrothes and a great time was had by all. The Hallowe'en Party was 

also a great success. What a time the bairns had. We spent a grand nicht with our fellow 

Burnsians at Gorebridge and look forward to their visit to our club. We enjoyed having Gilbert 

Brown and George Anderson during the winter months and the Scots Word Quiz was great. 
Al.EX. B. Mc!VER 

632. Symington Burns Club. Our St. Andrew's Night celebration was held in the Church 

Hall, Symington, on Wednesday 28th November. Our Guest Speaker for the evening was Mr. 

Albert Finlayson, who spoke on Memories of Rural Life in Dumfriesshire. 
On Thursday 22nd January, one hundred Members and Guests attended the Anniversary 

Dinner in the Gartferry Hotel. Ayr. Mr. John Inglis of Irvine proposed the toasf the 'Immortal 

Memory'. Mr. Alan Stoddart proposed a humorous yet dignified toast to 'The Lasses', at times 
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even breaking into song. Mrs. Margaret Parker, ex-Provost of Kilmarnock, gave an excellent and 
very humorous reply, which had the company roaring with laughter. Mr. Robert McCall 
proposed the toast to 'Our Guest-Mr. John Inglis'. We were honoured to have among our 
guests the President and Secretary of the Burns Federation, the President, Vice President and 
Junior Vice President of the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs, the President of Ayr Burns 
Club, the President of Kilmarnock Cronies Burns Club and the Moderator of Ayr Presbytery the 
Reverend A. S. Sutherland. A collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses raised £35. 

Once again Symington Primary School's Burns Supper was a tremendous success. The Supper 
is eagerly awaited within the village and the tickets are sold out in a very short time. Competition 
prizes were ,presented by Mrs. Olive Sutherland, the winners being, the Anderson Trophy to 
Stuart Saxelby, the Dalgleish Trophy to John Hay and the Nimmo Trophy to Lesley Mcfadyen. 

We are pleased to be able to report that all our functions throughout the year have been well 
attended and successful. 

We note with regret the death of Mrs. Peggy Connor, who will be sadly missed by our Club. 
MOIRA NICHOLSON 

642. Rutherglen Burns Club. The club held its Burns Supper on Monday, 12th January 
1981, to which President Norman Brown welcomed a goodly number of members and friends. 
The Haggis was piped in by Mr. Ian Brown and carried safely by Mr. James Morrow to the table 
where it was addressed by Mr. Ronald Turbitt, who also gave two readings. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by Mr. Andrew Gordon; Toast to the Lassies by Mr. George Bradford, and 
the reply very ably given by Miss Myra Reid. The Toast to Rutherglen Burns Club was made by 
Rev. Allan Bowie, M.A., to which President Norman Brown replied. Burns songs were very 
pleasingly rendered by Mrs. Anne Hodgson and Mr. George Sinclair. 

An interesting and varied programme had been arranged for Session 1980/81. A film 'In the 
Footsteps of Robert Burns' was presented by Messrs. Tom Paterson and John Allen of the 
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. On another evening President Norman Brown showed 
two Scottish Tourist Board Films-one depicting a typical Scottish Village in the time of Burns 
and the second--a more modern one--taking us to towns and places frequented by Burns 
during his lifetime. At our December Meeting Mr. Murray Blair regaled us with a most 
interesting and informative talk on Scottish Dress; and a Member's Participation night in 
February revealed just how much talent there was amongst our own members. A musical 
evening in March at which an accordionist a fiddler and soloists rendered Burns and Scottish 
music was very much appreciated by all present. 

ANNE M. LOCKHART 

646. The Clear Winding Devon Burns Club, Alva. Members of the Club and friends were 
welcomed by acting vice-President Hugh Paterson to anniversary supper on Friday 29th January 
1981. At the outset the company were upstanding in memory of five members who had passed 
away during the year. The haggis was piped in by club piper and President Mrs. Janet Snaddon, 
Mrs. I Shires ably carrying out duties of Poosie Nansie and was dutifully addressed by Hon. 
President Mr. Paul Kennedy. After Selkirk Grace by Mr. H. Paterson an excellent meal of 
traditional fare was served. The Immortal Memory was proposed by Mr. Hugh Dow of Alloa in 
an eloquent fashion. This was greatly appreciated by the company. The Toast to the Lassies was 
proposed by Mr. W. Dryburgh and brought forth a suitable reply from Mrs. J. Snaddon. Other 
toasts honoured the Club, Mr. J. Jackson, Sauchie Club reply Mr. J. Anderson) and Guests and 
Artistes', Mr. J. Shires (reply Mr. W. Johnstone). 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and 'Tam o' Shanter' 
were recited by Mr. J. Anderson The musical programme was expertly sustained by Mrs. Jean 
McBain, Mrs. Dorothy Wendal and Mr. W. Johnstone accompanied by Mrs. Margaret Ramage. 
Mr. H. Paterson proposed vote of thanks. A collection on behalf of the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses was taken and raised £18.80. 
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A Scotch Night which was held instead of St. Andrew's Night proved to be very successful. 

Five other social evenings were held during the season. Competition prizes were again donated 

to Alva academy. 
MRS. JANET SNADDON 

657. Fallin Gothenburg Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Friday 30th January 

with Mr. J. Davidson Proposing the 'Immortal Memory' before a substantial gathering. 

The Annual Dinner Dance was held on Friday 6th June 1980. 

The club had a visit from Gorebridge Burns Club which, as usual with old friends, turned out 

to be a very pleasant evening. 
It is regretted that our chairman Mr. J. Young gave up the chair after so many years of very 

productive office. However we still managed to hold on to him in the position of vice chairman. 

St. Andrew's Night was held on Friday 28th November 1980. 
JACK MILROY 

660. Langholm Ladies Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the Eskdale Hall 

on 29 January 1981. The Toast 'The Immortal Memory' was ably given by Mr. D. Wilson 

Ogilvie M.A. from Dumfries. Other Toasts given and replied to were 'Town and Trade' 

'Agriculture' 'The Lassies' and 'Chief Guest'. Burns songs and 'Tam o' Shanter' also added to 

our entertainment and the evening closed by singing 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

A 'Do-it-yourself Evening was held at Hallowe'en when Shepherds Pie and a sweet were 

made by the Committee. Toffee was sold and members entertained with songs and recitations. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner in the Eskdale Hotel was followed by a quiz and Mr. E. C. 

Armstrong gave an interesting and knowledgeable 'Life of Robert Burns' talk. Music followed 

by C. and R. Dobson on fiddle and accordian. 
In February after an enjoyable meal, in the Eskdale Hotel, our annual Bring and Buy was held 

and we were entertained by recitations and a small choir of members sang Burns songs. 

At the homes of the members successful coffee mornings were held in order to raise the £50 

for the Robert Burns Memorial Window in St. Giles. 
ELAINE J. ANDERSON 

661. Leamington and Warwick Caledonian Society. The Leamington and Warwick 

Caledonian Society at their 34th Annual Burns Dinner was presided over by Mrs. Katharine 

Ollett in a most delightful manner. The toast of the evening was submitted by Mr. D. McDowell 

M.A. of Glasgow whose intellectual approach was delivered in a most erudite manner. The 

'Address tae the Haggis' was given by Mr. Archibald Inglis J.P. in his usual masterly fashion. 

The guests for the evening were the Presidents of the Yorkshire Society and the President of the 

Welsh Society (kindred Societies in our town) whose very witty replies to the 'Land we bide in' 

and the 'guests' were enjoyed by all present. The soloist for the evening rendered a collection of 

Burns songs in a true Scottish fashion and was featured by the ever jovial Mr. Alex Kellas who 

was toastmaster for the evening. This night was much enhanced by the excellent supper 

provided by no other than Sandy Rennie and his wife Elsie, both Scots. The musical 

arrangement was provided by Mrs. \Vinifred German who for the last 21 years has provided us 

with such lovely songs. 
The Leamington and Warwick Caledonian Society is the host Society this year to the West 

Midland Scottish Societies. This is a number of Societies who have grouped to gather and hold 

an Annual Highland Ball in each others town. It is usually held towards the end of March or the 

beginning of April, and all Scots are welcome to attend. 

MRS. ANNE NICHOL 
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664. West Kilbride Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held in the Seamill Hydro on 
Wednesday 28th January 1981, chaired by the President Mr. A. Turner, and attended by 177 
members, guests and friends. The principal speaker, Mr. Billy Dunlop, proposed the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' and the toast to the 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. Cliff Botcherby. The 
response to 'The Lasses' was made by Mrs. Margaret Cook, Vice-President of Irvine Lasses 
Club. The haggis, piped in by Mr. Gordon McKellar, was addressed by Mrs. Inez Kent, who also 
gave a dramatic reading of Tam o' Shanter. A selection of songs was given by Mrs. Allison 
Jamieson and Mr. Robert Tait, a fiddle selection by Mr. George Lammie, all accompanied by 
Mrs. Isobel Walker. A vote of thanks was given by the Vice-President, Mr. D. Munro. The 
reports from those attending were very favourable and it was agreed most the Dinner had been a 
great success. 

At the Tattie and Herrin' Supper held on l 2th November 1980, the entertainment was 
provided by pupils from the Music Department of Ardrossan Academy. At the December 
meeting Chief Inspector John Elliott of Strathclyde Police gave a most enjoyable talk entitled 
'The Scottish Police Service'. In February, Dr. Arthur Jamieson gave a talk on 'Tudor and Tudor 
Mysteries'. At the Opening and Closing Socials in October and March musical entertainment 
was provided by the 'Stevenston Music Society' and the 'Adamton House Singers'. 

GEORGE R. GRAHAM 

665. Gartmorn Ladies Burns Club. On Wednesday 28th January we held our Annual Burns 
Supper in the Newtonshaw Lounge. A good number of members and friends enjoyed a lovely 
meal. Mr. Jim McAra proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and Mrs. E. Moodie gave an excellent 
reply after which the toast to the Club and a toast to Kindred Clubs and a programme of Burns 
Songs was given. 

Our Club runs from October till March with a meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. 
October: We had floral arranging. 
November: We celebrated St. Andrew's Night with Scottish music and songs. 
December: We had our Christmas Dinner. 
January: We had our Bum's Supper. 
February: We held a Beetle Drive to help our funds. 
March: We held our A.G.M. 
On 6th July 1980 we went to Ayr for our Summer Outing. 

MRS. JESSIE S. PERT 

671. St Andrew's Cronies Burns Club. The Annual Supper was celebrated on Friday 6th 
February in the Masonic Hall, Bank Street. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Crony 
Tom Cole, Worthy President. Other toasts proposed: To The Lassies-Bro. Edward Stewart, 
reply-Mrs. Ann Gaw, St. Andrew 149 and the Founder Members-Cr. George Cole (Past 
President), reply-Cr. Wm. B. Matthews (P.P.). The haggis was piped in by Br. Ken Munroe and 
addressed by Cr. J. Mullen P.P. 

Tam o' Shanter was recited by Cr. John Kerr (Jnr) P.P. with other recitations from Cr. B. 
Sharp P.P. (Holy Willie's Prayer) and Cr. Andrew Gilans (Tae a Mouse). Songs were sung by 
Mrs. Helen Morrison and Mr. Irvine Russell to the accompaniment of Cr. Tom Black. Cr. John 
Kerr III V.P. proposed the vote of thanks. A most enjoyable evening was had by all and ended by 
the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

Two trophies were presented to the Cunningham District Council for the verse speaking 
competitions in conjunction with Lodge St. Andrew 149 and also medals suitably inscribed for 
the winners. 

During the year we mourned the passing of our Founder President and Secretary for many 
years Cr. John Dick McGregor. 
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Our worthy president Tom Cole was presented with a book on The Works of Robert Burns on 

his departure to Australia. He left with the best wishes of the Cronies Club. 
ANDREW RICHMOND 

681. The Cronies Burns Club, Kilmarnock. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on J 6th 

January 1981 in the Arts Guild Rooms where the Danish Room Caterers provided an excellent 

meal on a very wintry night. 

President Mrs. Jean MacMillan welcomed a good attendance of members and friends 

including Mrs. Mollie Rennie, President of the Burns Federation also Mr. T. A. MacMillan, 

Prosident Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. 

Guest speaker for the evening was Mr. John Inglis, Chief Inspector of Police C.I.D. 

Kilmarnock, Junior Vice Pres. Ayr Association Burns Clubs and Past President Irvine Burns 

Club who proposed 'The Immortal Memory' in a very able manner. 

The toast to 'The Lasses' was given humorously by Mr. David Smith, steward at Wellwood 

Irvine, and replied to in the same manner by Mrs. Margaret Parker an Ayr Lassie and ex-Provost 

of Kilmarnock. 
Address to the Haggis was given by Mr. Wm. Morrison, President Irvine Valley Burns Club 

and Senior Vice Pres. Ayr Assoc. Burns Clubs. 
Readings during the evening by Mrs. Mollie Templeton and Mr. Morrison were much 

appreciated by all. Piper for the Haggis was Gerald Dodds. 

During the evening a collection was taken for the National Burns Memorial and Cottage 

Homes Mauchline. 
The Club was well represented at the Church Service in Alloway on 25th January and at the 

wreath-laying at Burns Statue Ayr in the afternoon. 
During Festival week members attended various events, The Burns Ride, Verse speaking at 

Burns Centre Alloway, Dick Institute Dean Castle, Kay Park ceremony and Leglen Wood where 

wreaths were laid. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. McCallum and Mr. and Mrs. MacMillan attended the dedication of the Cairn 

at Covington Mains Farm Lanarkshire where Burns visited on one occasion. 

The Cronies Club was represented at a very impressive Service in St. Giles Edinburgh on 

Sunday 30th November, St. Andrew's Day. 
We are now looking forward to the Burns Centenary Concert in Ayr Gaiety Theatre on 24th 

May. 
Twenty Members attended the 'Year of the Scot' Burns Supper in the City Chambers 

Glasgow. 
MRS. JEAN MACMILLAN 

683. Stratford-upon-Avon and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held 

on 24th January J 98 I at Stratford-upon-Avon Town Hall attended by 137 members and guests. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. J. Hunter, J.P. from Irvine. President Mr. R. Reekie 

addressed the Haggis. Mr. A. Dobbie proposed the toast 'The Town of our Adoption' to which 

the Mayor, Mr. K. Boyden replied. The toast to 'Our Guests' was proposed by Mr. E. Cornet to 

which Rev. J. Carrier replied. Mrs. M. Heiton sang some of Burns' well-loved songs. 

accompanied by Mr. E. Sinton. 
Weekly Scottish Country Dancing, St. Andrew's Haggis Supper. St. Andrew's Church 

Service, Hogmanay Party and Ceilidh, various other social evenings during the year. 
MRS. A. K. SINTON 

691. Inverness Burns Club. Anniversary Dinner Report: The Dinner was held in the Station 

Hotel, Inverness, on Friday, 23th January 1981, and was attended by 150 Members and Guests. 
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The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the well known writer and broadcaster Mr. Wynford 
Vaughan Thomas, who travelled North from his native Wales for the occasion. Our first citizen, 
Provost Allan Sellar replied on behalf of 'Our Guests'. The Provost was accompanied by his 
Lady. As has been our custom for many years, the Club once again donated money to the three 
local Secondary Schools for prizes to pupils for singing and verse speaking. 

D. F. MACDOUGALL 

695. Kilmarnock (Dumbartonshire) Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the 
Gartocharn Hotel, where the Chairman, Mr. Andrew Forshaw, welcomed 80 members and 
friends. The main speaker for the evening was Col. Lachlan Robertson who proposed the 
'Immortal Memory'. The 'Toast to the Lassies' was proposed by Mr. George Foreshaw and was 
replied to by Mrs. Jean Menzies. 

The St. Andrew's Night and A.G.M. was held in the Ballochmyle Hotel. Mr. Cuthbert Douse 
proposed the 'Toast to Scotland' which was followed by entertainment and a dance. Committee 
members and artistes visited Erskine Hospital in February to entertain the patients and took with 
them home baking and refreshments which were donated by the people of the Village. A Ceilidh 
was held in the Village Hall in March which was highly successful. 

MRS. ETHEL McGILLIVRAY 

699. Choppington Burns Club. The Burns Anniversary Night Dinner Dance was held in 
Choppington Welfare Hall on 24th January. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. Bob 
Wilson of Sunderland Burns Club and very pleasing it was too. The Haggis was carried by Mr. 
Bill Brewis. 'Address to Haggis' was given by T. Routledge, 'Toast to Lassies' by club member R. 
McClenn with a reply from Mrs. Rene Hetherington. Andy Easton gave us 'Willie Wastle' and 
'Tam O' Shanter'. 

The remainder of the evening was spent dancing to Jock Weir and his Band from Morpeth. 92 
persons attended. 

4th October-'Gentlemen's Night' Coquet Vale Hotel, Rothbury. 
25th October-Halloween Buffet Dance in Choppington Welfare Hall. 
29th November-St. Andrew's Buffet Dance in Choppington Welfare Hall. 
7th March-Ladies' Night Buffet Dance in Choppington Welfare Hall. 
l 2th April-A.G.M. in the Bedlington Terrier Hotel. 
9th May-Summer Buffet Dance. 

J. E. GODDEN 

701. Detroit Burns Club. The Annual Burns' Supper held in Dearborn on 24th. January 
1981 was attended by over 200 members and friends. Mr. Jim Turnbull proposed the 'Immortal 
Memory' in his own inimitable style and was much appreciated. The haggis was carried by Vice
President Mr. H. Morrison and addressed by the club Bard Mr. H. Macdonald, Chaplain Mr. H. 
Ringland said the grace and John Philliben and Jeanie Morrison toasted the Lassies and the 
Laddies respectively. Club Piper Mr. George Killen piped in the haggis, played for the Highland 
Dancers and entertained the company later in the evening with some beautiful selections on the 
pipes. The opening song 'The Star' and the National Anthems were beautifully rendered by Mr. 
l\1. Bryson accompanied by Mrs. J. Cummings. Entertainment chairman Mr. W. Quigley ably 
conducted the social part of the evening. 

The club wreath-laying ceremony at the Burns' statue in Cass Park Detroit was well attended 
and coincided with the St. Andrew's Society of Detroit. Due to the efforts of our President 
Johnston Cummings the event received a great deal of publicity on television. radio and the 
newspapers. which culminated in dozens of telephone calls from people interested in Burns and 
things Scottish. 
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The first North American Conference held in London, Ontario, Canada on 9th August 1980 

was attended by delegates J. Philliben and H. Macdonald who were much impressed with many 

of the suggestions discussed. Later in the year a very pleasant social evening was spent with 

about 70 members of the London club who had come to Dearborn, a distance of 200 miles. 
JOHN M. PHILLIBEN 

706 North Lindsey Scottish Society. Our President Mrs. Diana McCowan, welcomed 181 

members and friends to our Burns Dinner and Dance on Friday 23rd January at the Berkeley 
Hotel. 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. Gordon Leitch, Consultant Physician at 

Scunthorpe General Hospital. This was exceedingly well done and enjoyed by Scots and 

Sassenachs alike. The Mayor and Mayoress attended the Dinner and the Mayor replied to the 
toast of 'The toon we bide in.' 

We were again indebted to the Hospital for our speaker on St Andrew's Night Dinner and 

Dance. The toast to 'Scotland and St. Andrew' was proposed by Mr. R. Wilken, Consultant 
Surgeon, this was also much enjoyed. 

Our other formal function, the President's Reception, held in September, was also a successful 

function. Neighbouring Presidents and their Consorts were entertained. 
We held our three informal functions as usual, namely Family Party, New Year Party and 

Scottish Evening. All were well attended and enjoyed. 
A party of nearly 40 will be attending the Humberside Scottish Societies Ball in Hull on lst 

May. Alas the famous Humber Bridge will still not be open to traffic on that date--at least we 

fear so. 
MRS. JANETT. FERGUSON 

710 The Burns Society of Toronto. The Burns Supper and Ball was held in the Croft
Restaurant, Toronto on Saturday, 24th January 1981. The President, Helen Reid welcomed the 

one hundred members and friends in attendance. The Selkirk Grace was said by Mr. Andy Allan 
with the loyal toasts to 'The Queen' and 'Canada' proposed by Mrs. Mari Carson and Mr. Jock 

Farquharson respectively. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. Bill Cockburn-Vice President, with 

a dramatic' Address' delivered by Mr. Sandy Wyness. An excellent supper followed. The toast to 

'The Lassies' was proposed by Mr. Bruce Farquharson with a very apt reply from Mrs. Roberta 

Allan. The principal speaker of the evening, Mr. Wallace G. Kerr proposed a stirring toast to the 

'Immortal Memory' proving one does not necessarily have to speak with a Scottish accent to find 

an empathy with Burns. The musical segments of the programme were provided by the beautiful 

tenor voice of Mr. Andy Allan. 
During the evening a generous collection was taken for The Burns Memorial Window. A 

most successful evening was capped off with the surprise appearance of 'Rabbie' himself. alias 
John Cairney, whom the group welcomed by singing 'Happy Birthday' and 'The Star of Rabbie 

Burns'. Dancing followed until the strains of 'Auld Lang Syne' brought the proceedings to a 

close at 1 o'clock a.m. 
ROBERTA ALLAN 

711. Brunswick Scottish Society (Affiliated Member). The Annual Supper was held on 21 st 

February 1981, at Masonic Hall, Brunswick. Guest speakers included many from various Burns 

Societies of Australia and overseas. 
Clans Ball 1 st May. Members of Geelong Highland Games March 1981. Annual Conference 

held first Saturday in September at various venues throughout Victoria. Participants at 

Melbourne Military Tattoo (Highland Dancing) March 1981. 
G. McNAUGHTON 
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720 Retford and District Caledonian Society. On Wednesday 21st January 1981 the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Dr. A. M. Smithyman. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. K. 
McLeod and addressed by Mr. J. A. Stark. 

Functions included a very successful Coffee Evening, the President's Reception and 
Hallowe'en Childrens Party, on St. Andrew's Night a supper and dance, Hogmanay Buffet 
Dance, a very successful Ceilidh and an end of season dance in March. 

MRS. D. I. WALKER 

721 Plymouth Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 24th January 1981, 130 
members and friends being present. The principal guests were the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress Cir. and Mrs. R. King. The Loyal Toast and 'Immortal Memory' were proposed by 
Mrs. Susan Hosking, Hon. President. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. Charles Priest and 
addressed by Mrs. Susan Hosking. To add to the atmosphere the company were entertained by 
Mr. Cecil Mcfarlan-Smith who sang, 'The Star O' Rabbie Burns'. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to May. Buffet Dances at Hallowe'en and End 
of Season in March. A 'Lassies Burns Night' was held in February. During the summer a 
combined coach and boat trip took place, incorporating a coach to Totness then a boat trip down 
the river Dart to Dartmouth, then again by coach to Kingsbridge via the coast road. This was a 
scenic route all the way and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

JOSEPH BAYANT MAIN 

725. Ben Clench Burns Club. At the Annual Supper George Leathard, President, welcomed 
nearly one hundred members and friends to the Centenary Hall, Tillicoultry on Saturday 24th 
January. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jim McAra, Alva, in a speech which 
showed the speaker's knowledge of and interest in Burns' works. This speech was warmly 
received by the members. Mr Hugh Dow, Alloa, then toasted the lassies in a hilarious fashion 
while Mr. William Tainsh, Alva, suitably replied. 

A St. Andrew's Night Dinner and dance was held on Saturday 29th November. The principal 
speaker was Mr. Fraser Sanderson of Lornshill Academy who gave a humorous, witty and 
thought-provoking address. 

The club lost an outstanding member with the death, in January of Mr. Arthur J. Bett. Mr. 
Bett. a Founder Member, had served the club in varying capacities for many years. He was twice 
made President, one of the occasions being the Bicentenary Year of 1959. 

ROY RAMAGE 

726. Melbourne Burns Club. The Anniversary dinner was held on the 23rd January. Three 
hundred folk sat down to a four course dinner and enjoyed the evening. The Immortal Memory 
was given by Mr. D. Stevenson. The haggis was piped in by Pipe Major Jean Schiank, and Piper 
Malcolm Murray, and addressed by G. Mackie. Two lassies in kilt formed a guard of honour. 
while the haggis was carried in by D. McRobbie. Soloist was Jan McNeil, who delighted the 
listeners with his fine voice. The two lassies in kilt danced two dances. much to the enjoyment of 
those present. The President. Tom Graham said the grace-Mr. Sid Graham carried out his 
duties as '.\l.C .. making the evening a success. 

The season service was held on the 25th January and was attended by Burnsians and friends. 
'.\frs. D. Stewart represented the Victorian Scottish Union. Floral tributes were laid by the 
President and Secretary. Piper '.\1urray. was in attendance and piped Burns tunes. In 1980 a 
project in the name of The ploughman Poet was promoted for children 12-14 years of age. The 
Education Department contacted all schools in Victoria and we were delighted to receive 9-t 
entries. some of very high standard. This year we hope for more entries. Prizes were given and 
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certificates designed and coloured by Mrs. Pamela Brown, were given to the final 20 entries 
judged to be the best. We are having another Burns Club picnic in March. 

STELLA M. BROWN 

733. Aberdeen Burns Study Circle. Since our last report our group has suffered great loss in 
the death of Mr. C. C. Easton, F.S.A., Past President of the Federation and President of the 
Glenbervie Burns Memorials Association, and of Mr. Maclennan, an ardent lover of the Bard 
and all his works. Born in Portree, Skye, he spent his youth in Glasgow where his love of Burns 
was stimulated by his surroundings. In 1952 he emigrated to Toronto, Canada, returning to 
Scotland along with his wife in 1974, taking up residence in Aberdeen and joining our Study 
Circle where as a prominent member and speaker he will be greatly missed. 

Messrs. J. Whyte, G. Watt, D. Duncan, members of the Aberdeen Burns Study Circle, gave 
the 'Immortal Memory', address to Haggis, and Burns poems at a Burns Supper organised by 
Disabled and Lonely Peoples Club and branch of the Physical Handicapped Club and were 
warmly thanked by the President and invited back for 1982. 

R. ll. WATSON 

743. Romford Scottish Association. On l 6th January 1981 some eighty members and friends 
gathered to celebrate Burns' Birthday. 

The toast 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Thomas Currie of the Burns Club of 
London and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Other toasts were 'The Lassies' and 'our Guests', proposed by W. Davison and Mrs. P. Miller. 
Responses came from our President's Lady Mrs. J. Chitty, and the Mayor of the Borough of 
Havering. 

President's Reception, Reel Club Dance and Ceilidhs, also took place. Next season will be of 
special interest to us-it is our Golden Jubilee year and we have arranged one or two special 
events to celebrate. 

W. B. WALLACE 

745. Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society. The Annual Celebration Dinner 
was held in the Royal Station Hotel, Newcastle upon Tyne on 24th January when the 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Alex. R. Forsyth of Wideopen United Reformed Church. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth are from Kirkcaldy but have been south of the border for a number 
of years. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Mr. Jim Maguire and was replied to by Mrs. 
Sheila Flett. The haggis was piped in by our own piper, Michael Harper, and was addressed by 
our President, Henry McGeechan. 

Other events included the President's Reception in September, The St. Andrew's Dinner & 
Ball, a New Year Dance, a Spring Ball, several Informal Dances and Social Evenings and a Bus 
Outing to the Border Country. 

A. C. McGREGOR 

748. Ouplaymuir Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Uplawmoor Inn on 23rd 
January 1981. The 64 seats available were all taken as usual with Club members and their guests 
enjoying the Immortal Memory of Mr. Sandy Munro, Head Master of Geilsland School, Beith. 
The entertainment was of the usual high standard. 

Uplawmoor Primary School has a new Headmistress, Mrs. I. MacGillivray, who has shown 
enthusiastic support for the School Burns' Competition and the Eric McQueen Memorial 
Competition which are run each year by the Village Burns Club for the children under fourteen. 
There was a large entry for the painting competition and more than twenty children took part in 
the song and recitation competition at school. 

PROF. J. A. M. INGLIS 
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763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. The 28th Annual Burns Dinner Dance of the Society 
was held on 22nd January 1981. The President, J. B. Campbell and Mrs. Campbell welcomed 
the Mayor of the Wakefield Metropolitan District Council, Mrs. Winifred Mclaughlan, and the 
Mayoress together with 120 members and friends. Hon. Piper Maurice Smart piped in the 
Haggis which was addressed in style by Past President, Hamilton Cunningham. The Society 
President, J. B. Campbell, proposed the 'Immortal Memory of Robert Burns'. Other toasts 
were--Mr. Brian Sutherland 'The Toon we Bide in' and Mr. Wm. Cass 'The Lassies' in a very 
pawky style. These were responded to by the Mayor and Mrs. Shiela Kelly. The Society Vice· 
President, Mr. T. Frew, entertained the company with two Burns songs. An excellent night, well 
enjoyed by all present. 

The President's Reception was entertained by children from the Society's Dance Class and an 
excellent talk on a visit to Australia by Past President Hamilton Cunningham. The Society have 
had a very good year with well attended functions. These were a barbecue, an historical guided 
tour of Wakefield and an excellent talk on tartans by Mr. P. Daybell of the Leeds Society. Special 
mention must be made of the St. Andrew's Cheese and Wine Dance, and our New Year Ceilidh. 
Very enjoyable functions and a credit to the Society and the Committee. 

Society members were delighted that Secretary, Mrs. Betty Young appointed Vice President of 
the Yorkshire Federation of Burns Clubs and that Mrs. Jean Campbell appointed Treasurer. 

MRS. E. YOUNG 

768. Auchterderran Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The 69th Annual Burns Supper was held in 
No. 1 Gothenburg Bowhill, on Saturday 24th January 1981. The Club President, Mr. Duncan 
McLean, welcomed 7 3 members and Guests to an excellent Supper laid on by the Catering Staff 
of No. 1 Gothenburg. 

Mr. James Whyte rendered 'The Selkirk Grace' and the Haggis was piped in by Club Piper 
Mr. J. Fleming, followed by Poosie Nancy Mrs McFadzen. Mr. Walter Lindsay J.P. then 
addressed 'The Haggis' in excellent style. Mr. George Whyte toasted the 'Immortal Memory' of 
our Bard in his own eloquent manner. 

Mr. A. Holmes excelled himself when reciting 'Holy Willie'. Mr. K. Harvey then rendered 
'Tam o' Shanter', Mr. D. McLean rendered 'The Cotter's Saturday Night' and Mr. T. Balfour 
gave 'The Toast to the Lassies' God Bless Them. During the evening the Company rendered 
'There Was a Lad' and 'Scots Wha Hae'. 

Members and Guests who included Mr. G. Kidd and Mr. J. McKintosh from Dundonald Old 
Folks Club and Messrs. M. Hopkins and A. Thomson from Bowhill Peoples Burns Club, then 
rendered their own favourite work of Our Beloved Bard. Alas I could write forever, but as they 
say, all good things had to end with a Toast to our Club President Mr. D. McLean for his 
running of the evening. 

The Club members had their Annual Drive to Hawick in August 1980 where we were 
welcomed to Hawick Burns Club where we had a most enjoyable time. 

During the course of the year the Committee ran our 'Pie & Pint' Social Evenings which were 
most enjoyable. The Club A.G.M. was held in March 1981 and Mr. D. McLean stepped down as 
Chairman. The position was accepted by Mr. Thomas Mcintyre, our New President-Elect. Mr. 
Robert Foulis who had been our Worthy Treasurer for the past 20 years also retired from his 
position. he was a very valuable Official to the Club, keeping the Finances in First Class Order. 

JOHN CO~IBE 

769. Robert Bruce Burns Club, Clackmannan. Members and friends of the Club met on 
Friday 23rd January in the Masonic Hall Clackmannan for their 27th Anniversary 
Commemoration Dinner, under the Chairmanship of Alex Manson. 

Proceedings commenced with The Haggis. brought in by Poosie Nancy Jennifer Simmons and 
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Piper Douglas Dawson, and addressed by Willie Graham. Following The Selkirk Grace, given 

by George Hunter, a splendid meal was served by Jim and Alex Birrell. Mr. Ian Ramsey 
delivered a learned 'Immortal Memory', illustrating life in Scotland in Burns' era with 
appropriate quotes from the Bard and his contemporaries. 

Douglas Dawson toasted 'The Orator' and thanked him for his address. 
Mr. Duncan Gillespie proposed 'The Lasses' on the theme 'the permissive society did not start 

yesterday' which his usual wit and recounted many anecdotes of old Clackmannan characters. 
Helen White delivered a very fine reply with matching humour. 

Mr. Thomas Hall charted the history of the club and recalled some of its founder members in 
his toast to 'The Club' and George Hunter replied with thanks. 

'Mine Host, Chairman and Artistes' was proposed by William Dawson. 
During the evening Willie Graham recited 'The Cotter's Saturday Night', 'Tam o' Shanter' 

and 'Holy Willie's Prayer', Iain Fraser gave some splendid selections on the fiddle and Fay 
Harrower, Margaret Davidson, Alistair Buchanan and Danny Watson sang beautifully, 

accompanied by Jean Mcinally. 
Ample measures of John Barleycorn were dispensed throughout the function by The Horshoe 

Bar and after 'Auld Lang Syne' the company dispersed satisfied that once again the birth of 

Robert Burns had been suitably celebrated. 
The Club celebrated St. Andrew's Night with a Dinner Dance in the Masonic Hall the 

principal guest, Mr. William Auld giving a grand toast to St. Andrew and Scotland. 
The Summer Bowling Tournament hald as usual courtesy of Cambus Bowling Club. 

The Annual Competition in the Clackmannan Primary School continued to flourish. 
WILLIAM M. DAWSON 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. Members and guests 'Cronies a' thegither' were welcomed to 

the 27th Annual Supper in St. Nicholas Hotel, Prestwick, on 24th January 1981, by the vice
president, Cronie Bert Risk. Greetings were read from sister clubs in various parts of the country 

and from as far away as Christchurch, New Zealand, and Adelaide, Australia. For the second 
successive year no fewer than 14 past presidents were in the company. Proposing the toast of the 

'Immortal Memory' the president, Cronie Jack Milliken, said that there was no doubt that the 

poet inherited from his father, William Burnes, a proud independence of spirit. Burns spoke of 

him with affectionate respect, wrote of him as 'The best of friends and ablest of instructors'; and 

portrayed him as the devout and religious guidman in 'The Cottar's Saturday Night'. His 

mother, Agnes, had a good singing voice and a wonderful stock of old and new ballads and 
songs such as were current among the people, and these she passed on to her seven children. 

Other toasts: 'Proposer of the Immortal Memory'--Cronie Sandy Beck; 'Prestwick Burns 
Club'--Cronie David McCartney; 'Scotia'--Cronie Campbell McBlane; 'The Lassies'--Cronie 

Jim Mackie; 'Chairman and Artistes'--Cronie David Dinwoodie. Recitations by Cronies David 

Johnston and Willie McConnell, and songs by Cronies Archie Wallace, Alex Purdon. Jack and 
Hugh Law, and Bob McQuaker, who also played the fiddle, provided an excellent programme. 

George Sinclair, L.R.A.M. accompanied. 
The first part of the annual summer outing, held in June 1980, saw the Cronies warmly 

welcomed at the Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton, by Caretaker-Guide Mr. Sam Hay, who, in addition 
to leading them on a tour of the premises-the upper floor containing many items which would 

have been there in the poet's tim. as well as articles owned by him; and the brew house below 

converted into a typical 18th century kitchen--<lescribed the vista from the windows as it would 
have been in those days. The party, numbering about 60, moved on to the Royal Hotel. 

Cumnock, where an excellent meal awaited them, after which many of the Cronies contributed 

to the evening's entertainment. Also in June the annual game of bowls against Prestwick Cricket 

Club took place. Saturday 29th November was the occasion of another very successful function 
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at St. Nicholas Hotel, when a company of 90 Cronies and wives attended the St. Andrew's Night 
Dinner and Dance. 

The 1980/81 session opened with an enlightening talk on 'The Lochlea Period of Burns' by 
Mr. John Weir, and closed, appropriately, with 'Burns in Irvine', by Mr. John Inglis. Among the 
others who spoke to the Club were Mr. William McCallum, whose subject was 'Scotland and 
the Scots', and Mr. George Kilmurry, who, with the aid of slides illustrating his talk on 'The Twa 
Brigs', took the Cronies on a tour of parts of Ayr which many of them scarcely knew. 

WILLIAM WELSH 

803. Bowhill Peoples' Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held in the Bowhill No. 1 
Gothenburg on Saturday 31 st January 1981. Mr. Hugh Docherty presided and I 08 members and 
guests were present. The Haggis was addressed by Mr. Thos. Paterson. The main toast (Immortal 
Memory) was given by Mr. Abe Train, Past President of the Burns Federation. Other toasts were 
Peace and the People, (Mr. Chas Laing), toast to Lassies (Mr. Jas Paterson) toast to Chairman 
(Mr. Jas Ewan) and an appreciation by Mr. A. Nardone. 

Mr. Sandy Mathieson was presented with a tape recorder from members for his long service to 
the Club and also being one of the Founder Members of the Club. A total of 35 items was given 
by members. 

The Burns School Competitions for Primary Schools were held in Lochgelly Centre. There 
were 46 competitors and the judges, Mr. Abe Train and Mr. R. Cleland, said the standard of 
competitors was very high. Book prizes were given to winners and certificates to runners-up. 
There was also a competition for former prize winners. Mr. Abe Train presented and donated a 
medal for the winner of same. Essays on Burns verse were judged by Mr. Wilf Alsop. 

The School Competitions for Cardenden were held in Bowhill Institute. For the first time 
schoolchildren from Kinglassie were included and a total of 70 children competed. 12 prizes 
were presented to winners and certificates to the runners-up. The adjudicators were Mr. Chas 
Kennedy and Mr. David Arthur. 

The Bowhill People's Burns Club Concert Party was very active throughout the season at 
concerts and Burns Suppers all over the district with a total of 13 engagements in Lochgelly, 
Kirkcaldy, Leven and Kinglassie. Among the most gratifying were those at Sheltered Housing in 
Glenrothes and the Old Folks at Dysart. 

The monthly meetings have been a huge success with a good turnout of members. 
Members and their wives were guests of Gorebridge Burns Club where we were made very 

welcome and a first class evening was held by all. 
JAMES EWAN 

808. Pontefract and District Caledonian Society. Our Burns Supper was held this year at 
Roderthorpe Manor, Badsworth on 30th January. The haggis was addressed in the time
honoured way by Mr. A. J. McHardy. After a beautiful supper Mrs. Jean Jeavon, past president 
of Rotherham Scottish Society, gave the toast 'The Immortal Memory' her theme being 'Burns' 
Lassies'. Mrs. Jeavons' account of the women in Burns life was very entertaining and most 
informative. 

The Pontefract and.Distric,t Caledonian Society Pipe Band gave a superb performance both on 
their own and for some of the dancing. A good evening was had by all and we are looking 
forward to next years Burns Supper as its our 25th. 

We held a number of smaller functions which were well attended. The President's Evening 
and St. Andrew's Dance were very well received by all who attended. We also held a very 
successful Sherry Morning at Rodgerthorpe Country Club. We were graced with a good day and 
the pipe band gave a display in the gardens. 

f. HIOR~S 
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809. Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club. Our 24th Annual Burns Supper was held on 

Saturday 24th January 1981 in the Newmains Community Centre which was attended by over 

100 members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Jean Woods and was 

warmly received by the audience. The Toast to The Lassies was given by Mr. Alex Torrance, and 

was ably replied to by Mrs. Isa Jones. Mr. Tom Paterson gave the 'Address to the Haggis'. Two 

excellent readings were given by Mr. Robert Dewar. A selection of Burns Songs were given by 

Mr. Abe Train, Miss Ann Pickering and Mrs. Freda Buddy. 

The Annual Schools Competition was held in St. Brights in Newmains. Also a Choral Shield 

was presented by Robert Waddell, one of our members, for competition. The Rose bowl and 

Shield was won by Cleland Primary. 
We also held four supper dances throughout the year. 

Also the Allanton Jolly Beggars won the Inter-Club Quiz run by Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 

Burns Club. 
We also had an interesting Talk and Musical Evening on the Songs of Robert Burns given by 

Jim McCaffrey from Dumfries explaining how the American composer Sege Hove had compiled 

all 323 Burns songs. MRS. HELEN WADDELL 

811. Logangate Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held in the Logangate Arms, 

Cumnock on Friday 30th January 1981. 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Detective 

Chief Inspector Charles Craig, Strathclyde Police. All other toasts were proposed by Cronies of 

the Club. 
The St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Dance was held on Friday 28th November. This once 

again was greatly enjoyed by all those attending. 
Monthly meetings were held during the winter and were well attended by members and 

friends. The Annual Outing went to Dunoon via Loch Lomond. 

Last year the club, and Burns movement, lost a good friend and a great Burns enthusiast when 

Jimmy McKechnie passed away. He was a Past President and Founder Member of the Club, and 

to him we owe a lot for the success of this club. He will be well remembered in the Burns 

movement for his ready wit and good humour. WALTER HALL 

812. St. Andrew's Society of Bradford. Our Annual Burns' Supper was held on 23rd 

January in the Norfolk Gardens Hotel, Bradford, when 143 members and guests were present. 

Mr. J. J. Ramsay addressed the Haggis and our President, Mr. J. Stuart Robertson proposed 'The 

Immortal Memory'. 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. John V. Bates and very ably replied to, in 

pseudo-Burnsian verse, by Mrs. Margaret-Elspeth Harman. Our Society's Scottish Country 

Dance section gave a display and encouraged many of those present on to the floor 'for a try'. 

In May we went by coach to Pickering, by train to Goathland and by bus again to Whitby. A 

most enjoyable paddle was had by many with only slight frostbite being experienced. After High 

Tea we returned home by coach. 
Our Safari Supper was held in June when some forty members had a fiYe-course dinner, each 

course in a different house--often several miles apart-finishing with a dram, a song and a chat. 

The Annual Ceilidh was again held in the Ian Clough Halls. Baildon. where an evening of 

Songs, Poetry and Dancing was enjoyed by all. 
St. Andrew was remembered in our 8 lst Annual Dinner on 28th November, 1980. 

Our then President, Mrs. Isobel G. L. Simpson, J.P., proposed the toast 'The St. Andrew's 

Society of Bradford' and Dr. W. E. Alderson, J.P., President of the Bradford Branch of the Royal 

Society of St. George, responded. 
Our major triumph of the year was in winning the silver cup presented by the Yorkshire 

District of the Burns Federation to the winners of their Annual Quiz. 
JOHN H. SKILLING 
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822. Mansfield and District Caledonian Society. Our Burns Dinner was held on 23rd 
January 1981 at The Queensway Suite, Mansfield, and was attended by 170 Members and 
Guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. George Michael A.R.I.C.S. Past President 
of this society. Mr. Jim Clark, M.R.C.V.S. was M.C. and the address to the haggis was given by 
Dr. J. L. Drummond. Greeting frae kindred societies were read by Secretary Mrs. J. M. J. 
Walker. Songs by Mrs. Joan Collard. The Toast to the Lasses was proposed by Mr. R. Evans and 
the Response was by Mrs. Shirley Michael. Oor Visitin Frien's was proposed by the President 
Mrs. Sheila Skelhorne and the piper was Mr. Alex McLean assisted by his young son Adrian. 
Toast to the Toon we Bide in was given by Vice President James Walker and the Response was 
by Chairman of the Council Mr. John White. 

A very successful Barn Dance was held in the Regency Ballroom on 6th June. President's 
Night was held in the Regency Ballroom on Friday 26th September when a Solid Silver Bowl 
recently returned to the Society through the good offices of Dr. J. L. Drummond was represented 
to serve and be known as 'The Presidents Bowl'. Past President Mr. A. G. W. Michael presented 
the Bowl to President Mrs. Skelhorne. The function was attended by Presidents from seven 
neighbouring Societies. Unfortunately our End of Season Function had to be cancelled because 
of lack of support. St Andrew's Night was celebrated on 28th November with a Buffet Dance in 
the Regency Ballroom, Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

The President, committee and members of Mansfield Caledonian Society wish to record their 
great sense of loss and grief at the deaths of two of our Past Presidents, first in the early part of 
our Social Seasion we were stunned by the death of Past President Mr. Alex 'Sandy' McNeil 
who has been sadly missed by all but in particular by the members of the Reel Club. Our second 
great loss was in the death of Past President and Honorary Life Member Mr. Jim Inglis. To 
Bessie McNeil, Nicki Inglis and their families we extend our Deepest Sympathy. 

JESSIE M. J. WALKER 

825. Clarinda Edinburgh Ladies Burns Club. The Supper took place on 24th January 1980. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Wing/Cmdr. Hicks D.F.C. A very enjoyable evening 
for our 70 guests. 

Meetings were held monthly in Mount Royal Hotel (Lounge). A Theatre Evening was 
arranged for members on April 6th 1981. 

A holiday outing was arranged to Ayr in our summer programme. 
MARY AYTOUN 

839. Coldstream Burns Club. The 93rd Anniversary Banquet was held in the Hotel 
Majacado on Friday 23rd January 1981, presidied over by Chairman J. M. Davidson, B.Sc. The 
Haggis was ceremoniously lifted in by Piper Robert Bell and addressed by Mr. Wylie Turnbull. 
The Chairman welcomed members and guests and introduced our guest speaker, Mr. Jack 
Glenny from Gourock visiting our Club for the first time. Mr. Glenny's rendering of the 
'Immortal Memory' was brilliant in every way and his pawky humour was a delight to listen to. 
His command of the life and works of our Bard left nothing to be desired and earned for himself 
a standing ovation. A full programme of Toasts and Songs and Verse as follows: 'Our Imperial 
Forces'-Chairman Jas. Davidson', 'Burns Clubs the World Oer-Mr. Frank Kennedy; The 
Land We Live in'-Mr. David Douglas; 'Oor Toon'-Mr. Reg. Fairbairn; 'The Lasses O'-:\fr. 
Bary Gold; 'Prosperity to our Club '-Mr. T. Irvine Hall. 'Our Chairman '-Mr. Frank Johnston. 
Recitations by Mr. Bill Purves, Mr. Wylie Turnbull. Songs by Mr. Jack Purves, and Mr.Charles 
Hanlon. 

The Chairman outlined the Appeal by the Burns Federation on behalf of the St. Giles 
Cathedral-Robert Burns Memorial. The Club had donated £50 as a start and a whip round 
realized another £80. Since further donations are still coming in we hope to reach at least £ 150. 
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'Ladies Night', was held in the Majacado Hotel on Friday l 3th February. The 'Tribute to 

Robert Burns' was given by Mr. Dick Haugh from Coldingham. Mr Haugh was a delight to 

listen to and was enjoyed immensely by everybody. Mr. Haugh stood in at the last minute to take 

over from Mr. Robt. McColl from Kilmarnock who took ill at Coldstream on the day of the 

function and required hospital treatment. The toast to the 'Lasses O'-was proposed by Mr. John 

Goodall from Durham Caledonian Society, and the reply given by Mrs. Mary Main, and the 

toast 'To the Coldstream Burns Club' was given by Mr. James Ford from Norham-on-Tweed. 

A most delightful programme of songs and verse was a delight to listen to. 

Songs were rendered by, Mr. George Turner, Mr. Jack Purves, and by Mr. Isobel Skeene and 

Mrs. Isobel Robson. Recitations by Mr. Bill Purves, Mr. Wylie Turnbull, Mr. James Ford and by 

Mrs. Peg Souter and Mrs. Rena Hogg. 

Special Guests were The Mayor and Mayoress of Berwick-on-Tweed who addressed the 

company, thanking the Coldstream Burns Club for inviting them. The Mayoress very kindly 

drew the winning tickets in the raffle. 
WILLIAM JACKSON 

842. 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns Club, Hamilton, Ontario. The annual supper was held on 

24th January 1981, when a gathering of 172 persons sat down to dinner. The 'Immortal 

Memory' was proposed by Dr. Jim Connor, President of the London Ontario Club. 

Representatives from the City of Hamilton and the Wentworth Region were also in attendance. 

Senior Citizens' homes were visited and our annual pilgrimage to Macassa Lodge was enjoyed 

by all. The members are looking forward to visiting the Annopolis Club in the near future. 
MISS J. BROOKS 

845. Tam o' Shanter Burns Club, Coventry. The 22nd Annual Supper took place on 

Thursday 22nd January 1981 in the Club. The toast 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by 

Mr. E. Bell. The toast to 'The City of our Adoption' was proposed by Mr. D. Anderson and the 

reply was given by the Lord Mayor of Coventry, Councillor Tom McLatchie, who hails from 

Edinburgh. The Chairman for the evening was the President Mr. George Mudie. 

'The Jolly Beggars' section held their lOth Annual Supper in the Club on Thursday Sth 

February 1981. Mr. C. Duthie from Stirling proposed the toast 'The Immortal Memory' and Mr. 

W. Gardener proposed the toast 'The City of our Adoption', to which the Lord Mayor of 

Coventry, Councillor Tom McLatchie, replied. Represented at the supper were members from 

six Burns Clubs in the Midlands. The Jolly Beggars Choir under the leadership of choirmaster, 

Mr. Jim Mollison entertained the members and guests with a programme of Burns Songs. 

On Monday l 6th February the Jean Armour Ladies Section held their fourth annual supper 

when the Immortal Memory was proposed by Mrs. Mary McLean. 

Various concerts were held during the year featuring artistes from Scotland. It was full houses 

as usual for the St. Andrew's Night Buffet Cabaret and Dance and the New Years Night Annual 

Ball. On both occasions the Standard Motors Pipe Band were in attendandance. The Jolly 

Beggars Section were guests of the Irvine Burns Club last year and in March this year they were 

hosts to the Motherwell United Services Burns Club. 

Schools Competition 1980/81--Dur second year of this competition has shown a sudden and 

delightful expansion, attendance on the night of l 2th February at the club exceeded two hundred 

and fifty. 
Backed bv the Standard Triumph Royal British Legion'snewly formed Junior Pipe Band, and 

with a gra~eful display by the Coventry Caledonian Junior Dancers, the night passed with 

Recitation, Essays, Music and Songs. 
The newly introduced section for Instrumentalists playing Burns Songs proved popular, and 
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had entries in all three age groups, from Primary to Under 19s. 
Prizes totalling£ 123, Rosebowl, Cups, Howie Trophy for Primary Recitation, Books of Burns 

Works and Certificates of Merit were presented by Mr. G. Mudie, President of the Tam o' 
Shanter Club. A concluding speech of thanks and encouragement for next years competition was 
given by club member Councillor Chas. Ward, Chairman of Coventry Corporation Education 
Committee. 

MR. JAMES McCAW 

850. Dollar Masonic Burns Club. Ian Hendry, Rector of Dollar Academy, proposed the 
'Immortal Memory' on Saturday 17th January 1981. His appreciation of our beloved bard and 
his deep knowledge of his work, delivered in the North-East accent known to Burns as a boy, 
was excellent. Ian is now one of that select band who has addressed the three suppers held in 
Dollar each year. 

Alex B. Mclver proposed-Bonnie Jean, Chick Duthie-The Lassies, and J. D. MacPherson 
replied. Ex-Provost J. M. Miller P.M. gave recitations, and Sheena MacKenzie, Albert Campbell. 
John Smith sang songs. Pipe Major Neil Matheson D.A.CC. F.A. was the Piper. 

ALEX. B. MdVER 

862. Market Rasen Scottish Association. President E. A. Gass welcomed 340 members and 
guests to the Annual Dinner on 23rd January 1981. The company thoroughly enjoyed the 
'Immortal Memory' rendered in verse by Mr. George Dow. The Lassies was very ably proposed 
by Mr. Tommy Shanks, Retford, and replied to by Mrs. Jean Gunnyeon. Solos were beautifully 
sung by Mrs. Isabell Wilson. 

C. B. GRANT 

866. Heanor & District Caledonian Society. The Anniversary Dinner on 24th January 1981 
was again held in the Regency Banqueting Rooms, llkeston, Derbys where Mr. J. S. Strathearn 
welcomed approx. 80 members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. R. 
Scott, B.A., Dip E.D., Past-President of the North Lindsey Scots Society. Mr. R. S. Binnie, the 
Chairman of the Society addressed the Haggis which was ushered in with Highland honours by 
Piper Brian Mellers, Mr. C. J. White and Mr. E. Richards. The toast to 'The Lassies' was 
proposed by Mr. Frank Rea, a member of the Society. Mrs. R. Scott, wife of our principal 
speaker, sang two Burns Songs, 'A rosebud by my early walk' and 'Whistle an I'll come tae ye 
ma' lad' and the toast to 'Oor guests' was proposed by Mr. D. Mayling. The music for dancing 
was provided by the Chris Walton Trio which helped to complete an excellent and sociable 
evening. Mr. H. G. Laine, Past-President of the Society, carried out the Toastmaster's duties. 

A programme of the usual events was held during the season commencing on October 4th 
with our President's Reception, when Mr. J. S. Strathearn welcomed visiting Presidents from 
twenty kindred Scottish Societies. The St Andrew Dinner Dance was a lovely and sociable 
evening in November, the toast to Scotland was proposed by Mr. D. S. Hunt, General Manager 
for Stanton & Stavely Ironworks Ltd., and the season has just finished with Our Lassies Nicht, 
always a lively and popular event especially for the excellent catering provided. 

JAMES SYME BEN!':ETT 

870. Massachusetts Scottish Burns Association. Our annual Burns Banquet Concert and 
Dance was held on 17th January I 981 in the Dorothy Quincy Suite of the John Hancock Hall in 
Boston, Massachusetts. We had a snowstorm the night before but it cleared up by noontime and 
we had about 325 people attending that evening. The President, Dora Garner, welcomed the 
gathering and the Haggis was piped in by David Hogg and carried by Lester McClean. The Ode 
to the Haggis was given by David Munn. The Toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by the 
Past-President, Alex G. Ritchie. The Toast to 'The Lassies' was given by the Past-President just 
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as a guid Dundonian would. The concert opened with the entire gathering singing the 'Star O' 
Rabbie Burns' and the Selkirk Grace was given by Mrs. Dora Garner. 

The Master of Ceremonies was Robert R. Matson, the Vice-President, and the Grand March 
was led by Peter Stewart. Scottish solos were given by Thomas Riley and he was given several 
rounds of applause for his singing. Highland Dancing was given by lain Wright and his daughter 
Elaine and Laurie Johnston which was excellent. The Dancing was to the music by Earl 
Hannafin's Orchestra and another successful Burns night was enjoyed by everyone. 

MARGARET S. LAIRD 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonian Club. 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
James Stark B.Sc. (Glas.) F.C.S. a Club member, formerly of Wolverhampton Caledonian 
Society. President Rab Wilson welcomed a capacity crowd. His guests included Councillor Mrs. 
Sally Jackson, Chairmand of Bassetlaw District Council, who responded to 'The Toon we Bide 
in' proposed by Club member, Mrs. June Blackwell. Past President Bill Brodie addressed the 
Haggis, piped ben by Pipe-Major Ron Dunne and carried by Poosie Nansie in period costume, 
Mrs. Nan Clowes. 'The Lasses', proposed by Colin Brady, drew an equally humorous response 
from Mrs. Frances Duff. Burns songs were beautifully rendered by Tom Mcfarlane of Retford 
Caledonian Society accompanied by pianist Jim Eadie of Worksop. Other guests included the 
Presidents and Consorts from Sheffield, Warsop and Retford whose President Mrs. Helma 
Farrelly responded to our President's Toast 'The Veesitors'. 

Dancing was to The Caley's Scottish Dance Band and Pipe-Major Ron Dunne into the wee 
sma' hours. 

The Presidents reception for Archie Young and Mrs. Young was well supported by Presidents 
and Consorts from XVIII District Caledonian Societies who have always kept up close ties in 
visiting each other occasionally. Entertainment was provided by Simon Lindsay, a Scottish 
singer/comedian of high repute and much appreciated by Scots and English members alike. 

Our St. Andrew's Day Celebration Dance was as usual a happy lively affair attended by a 
capacity crowd as were our other five functions. Our Pipe Band has been invited to do the 
honours at the (re)-opening of our refurbished town hall by H.M. The Queen in July, as well as 
leading Worksops Civic Parade and Retfords Armistice Parade. 

TOM ENGLISH 

880. Otley and District Caledonian Society. The Society has had a most exhilarating year. 
Back in October a group of eight members had the honour of representing the Society in 
Montereau-60 km south of Paris--at the Town Twinning ceremonies with Otley. This proved 
to be a wonderful opportunity for putting to practical effect the Burnsian gospel of brotherhood, 
and during the course of a short week many lasting friendships were made. In glorious late 
summer weather, kilted at all times, we were ready to dance at the drop of a hat. Indeed we 
danced at schools, at Old Folks Homes, at street corners and in the Town Hall courtyard--as 
well as providing a formal evening's entertainment jointly with the local Folk Dance group. We 
added colour to the famous archaeological site of Pincevent, and with the local Brass Band led 
the civic parade to the \V ar Memorial. As the local papers reported. the inhabitants of Montereau 
could be forgiven for thinking that Otley was in Scotland! 

Each of the events held in Yorkshire has also been very successful. \Ve hosted the preliminary 
rounds of the annual Quiz Contest sponsored by the Yorkshire District of the Burns Federation, 
narrowly losing to Leeds Caledonian Society in the second round, but never the less enjoying an 
evening with friends from other Societies in the District. Our St. Andrew's Night. Hall owe 'en 
and Hogmanay celebrations were all happy and successful occasions and were thoroughly 
enjoyed in their very different ways. As midnight chimed we welcomed in not only the New 
Year. but the start of our own 2 lst Year. The first function proper of this special period in our 
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history was our Burns Night, at which we presented our I 0 remaining Founder Members with 
scrolls in recognition of their service to the Society. Our President, Mrs. Jean Pine, addressed the 
Haggis with a fine feminine flourish; Mr. Jim Davie, our District Representative, gave us a 
straight-from-the-heart 'Immortal Memory', and the Town Mayor Mr. Alwyn Ashley (whom 
we had accompanied to Montereau back in October) responded on behalf of the guests. 

Truly we have been among friends. 
ROBERT PINE 

881. Rugeley and District Burns Club. At the Anniversary Dinner an excellent night was 
had by all members and friends which totalled over one hundred, the 'Immortal Memory' was 
rendered by Mr. J. Baillie; after all speeches, recitations, songs etc. a dance followed. 

St. Andrew's night was celebrated with a buffet and sing song followed by a dance to finish 
the evening. 

Members' children enjoyed an excellent party for Christmas, waited on and looked after by 
the Committee. Music was provided by the Club's two pipers and Mr. J. Carr on the accordian. 
Each child went home with a present, W. Donaldson acting as Father Christmas. 

A party visited Edinburgh during August. 
P. T. ARKELL 

889. Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner-Dance was held on 
Friday 16th January 1981-the 'Immortal Memory' being proposed by Mr. William Hooper, 
our President. Mr. H. Lennox was in particularly good form as Chairman--every speaker was 
First Class. A most enjoyable evening was thoroughly enjoyed by some 84 members and friends. 

Our St. Andrew's Dinner was held on Saturday 29th November 1980. The President proposed 
the Toast to St. Andrew and Club members revelled in the singing of Scots songs. 

The Club was host in early September 1980 to Griffin Burns Club, Allanton Jolly Beggars and 
Salsburgh Miners Burns Club Bowling teams in competition at Wishaw Bowling Club for the 
Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' Bowling Trophy which was won by Griffin Burns Club. The Trophy 
and winners' medals were presented at a Dinner Dance in November. 

Our 19 81 Schools competitions have now been completed and turned out to be most 
successful altogether. Some 280 children from 9 schools took part and Burns Federation 
Certificates were awarded. 

The Ladies outing (Bus run) was held in May tG Peebles and Moffat, a most enjoyable trip. 
R. B. CLELAND 

890. Wollongong Burns Society. The Annual Burns Supper was held in the Towradgi 
Retirement Village Dining Hall on 31 st January and was attended by 125 people. 

The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Neil Morrison of Sydney and other toasts by the 
President Jim Frame. Our piper was Andy Simpson. 

Wm. C. Scott was Chairman, the singers were Mrs. Florence Beatty, Mrs. Delcie Schipp and 
Neil Morrison and Mr. R. Cockburn played the melodeon. Dr. J. J. Mullen addressed the Haggis 
and sang 'The Star'. The Lord Mayor of Wollongong, Alderman Frank Arkell, attended. 

Social evenings were held during the year. 
LACHLAN M. CHIRNSIDE 

893. North Bay Burns Club, Ontario. Our Annual Burns Dinner and Dance was celebrated 
on 24th January 1981 at the Golden Dragon Restaurant. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by Bill Boyle. The Haggis was piped in by Ken Wright, the Haggis Bearer was John Fulton, and 
the Whisky Honours were carried by Jim Hutchison. The Address to the Haggis was given by 
Ian Cameron. 'The Star of Rabbie Burns' was beautifully done by Pam Cameron. 

We held our Annual General Meeting on I 0 April 1981 when the new executive was installed 
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for the year 1981-82. We are sure they will continue the good work of past Club Officers and we 
are looking forward to a guid year ahead. 

It might be interesting to note that in these days of inflation, our annual club dues have 

remained the same since the Club's formation in 1968, still a nominal $5.00. We had a free night 

for our members at the Annual General Meeting (Refreshment, etc.) also it was an opportune 

time to hold an Easter Bonnet contest. This was won by our Treasurer J. Fulton and also Rita 

McCabe. A prize of a bottle of wine was awarded to each winning contestant. 
BETTY GOULARD 

895. Westerton Arms Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held at Walmer Hotel, Bridge of 

Allan on 30th January 1981 when approx. 66 members and friends enjoyed a first class night. 

All speakers and entertainment was provided this year by club members. The 'Immortal 

Memory' was given by H. Wills and the reply given in verse by W. Jardine. Address to Haggis 

by J. Neal and Toast to the Lassies given again in verse by Secretary T. Heggie. 
Our second supper or Burns weekend was once again held at lnversnaid Hotel, Loch Lomond 

where approx. 100 enjoyed a first class meal and entertainment. After the supper a dance and 

social night was held into the wee sma' hours. A big thanks to George Buchan and his staff. 
During the past year one of our founder members John (wee Jock) Johnstone passed away. He 

will be sadly missed by our club also many clubs in Stirling and Clackmannan area where he 
was well known. 

THOMAS HEGGIE 

897. Glenbervie Burns Memorial Association. The death of Mr. C. C. Easton, F.S.A., 

President of the Glenbervie Memorials Association and a Past President of the Burns Federation, 

has cast a deep gloom over its members. He was one of the founder members and its first and 

only President. 
His was the guiding hand in bringing the Howe of the Mearns, and its Burns connections to 

the public notice as the Fatherland of Burns. The restoration of the family tombstones in 
Glenbervie Kirkyard, the Memorial Cairn on the Laurencekirk-Stonehaven road at a point 
overlooking Clochnahill Farm, the door with the plaque above it with tne inscription to 

commemorate his stay in the Gardenstoun Hotel Laurencekirk (now the Boars Head) marked the 

only visit by Burns to the land of his fathers in 1787. 
These are only a few of the many services rendered to the Burns movement by the late Mr. C. 

C. Easton. His passing leaves a blank we will find difficult to fill; his tact and understanding in 

difficult situations as they arose will indeed be greatly missed. 
R. H. WATSON 

898. Peterlee and District Caledonian Society. The Burns Supper on Saturday 24th January 

1981 was a very successful evening. The band were the excellent Roger Dobson Four from 
Langholm. Mr. Stewart Thomson, Whitley Bay proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and Mr. Alan 

A. Ritchie, Hartlepool gave This Land we Live in and the Honorary Piper Mr. A. Ferrier and the 
Vice-President Mr. T. C. Morrison did the honour of presenting the Haggis. The evening on the 

whole was a great success. 
The North East/Burns Federation Ceilidh took place at Argus Butterfly on 2nd May 1981. 

:-.1ost of the North East Societies took part with Peter lee as hosts. The band was Roger Dobson 's 

from Langholm, Scotland. 
Peterlee are to team with Hartlepool for social evening's to compete for a cup over the year. 

Events will include Bowls. Dominoes. Darts. etc. Mr. I. White from Peterlee is to donate a cup 

and this will go to the team with the highest points and be presented at the Burns Supper. 
MRS. ALISON ROGERS 
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900. Irvine Valley Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held on 6th February in the Barr 
Castle Social Club and was attended by 120 members and friends. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by the Rev. Robert Paterson. The raffle realised £5()--£25 being sent to each of the 
Homes in Mauchline. 

A Scotch Night was held in the Barr Castle Social Club on I 7th March and was very well 
attended. Mr. Matt Colquhoun and party from Tarbolton were the entertainers for this very 
enjoyable evening. 

WM. G. MORRISON 

902. Newmarket Burns Club, Falkirk. The Annual Commemoration Supper was held in the 
Wellington Bar, Manor Street, Falkirk, on Monday l 9th January 1981. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by Mr. Eddie Winship from Cumbernauld Burns Club. Mr. Tom Clapperton a 
faithful member of the Club addressed the Haggis and also gave an exciting rendering of 'Tam o' 
Shanter'. Later he managed to deliver 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. The 57 members and guests in 
attendance were also entertained to a selection of Burns Songs by Robert Kirkwood and David 
Murphy. 

Apart from the A.G.M. no other meeting was held during the year. 
ALEX CORBETT 

907. 'A-the-Airts' Burns Club, Stonehouse. At our Anniversary Dinner held on 13 
February 1981, the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mr. Robert Barr who gave a very 
inspiring address on the Bard's life and works. Mr. David Fallow addressed the Haggis and Hugh 
Murray gave an outstanding rendition of 'Tam o' Shanter'. 

The Club has had a very busy year. On l 5th January the members entertained the Warders 
and friends at Dungavel Open Prison, Strathaven. On February a full Burns Supper was 
broadcast to Stonehouse Hospital and notwithstanding the club's own personal commitments the 
members themselves were in great demand at various functions both within and outwith our 
district. The club did not hold a School Competition this year, as the dates set for us by the 
Lanarkshire Association did not suit the schools' requirements but this will be rectified next year. 
All in all, a very busy, but a very rewarding year in which the members have greatly enhanced 
the Clubs reputation. 

Our Annual Outing took place in June when we explored the haunts of the Bard starting with 
Irvine then on to Ayr, Tarbolton and Mauchline q.nd finishing with a dinner at Eglinton Arms. 
Muirkirk where we spent a very happy evening with our friends from Lapraik Burns Club. 

GEORGE MCINNES 

915. Canterbury Burns Club. The Limes Room of our Town Hall was the venue for our 
Burns Supper attended by 204 members and friends. Guests of honour were our Mayor and 
Mayoress Hamish and Judith Hay. President Wallace Vinnell gave the official welcome. David 
Boyle was the official piper, replacing his brother William Boyle who was New Zealand's 
champion piper until his sudden death last year. William is greatly missed by our Club members 
and all who knew him and was a great loss in the piping world. Vice-President George 
McRobb's 'Immortal Memory' was a sensitive and beautifully quoted tribute to the Bard. The 
'Address to the Haggis' was delivered with dramatic flair by Bill Hunter and Henry Moar of 
Southland who has attended Burns Suppers for many years, gave the Selkirk Grace. Vice
President John Fryer proposed the toast to 'The Lassies', replied to by Beryl McLeod with some 
very witty repartee. Vice-President Jim Blake proposed the toast to 'Our Guests'. Bill Hutton was 
anentertaining Master of Ceremonies, being a raconteur of long experience. His toast to 'Our 
Province Canterbury' was replied to by the Mayor with expertise. Ian Nisbet's 'Epistle to E 
Lapraik' was delivered with finesse. Bill Hunter's 'To a Mouse' was delightful. Varied 
entertainment was provided by Flautist Geoffrey Burgess; singer Diane Lowe and Miss P. Gale's 
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country dancers, who were in period costume and danced the movements of the Burns dance 

era. 

The regular activities of Men's Friday nights, the monthly Friendship Evenings. and Study 

Groups are successfully continuing. The Hall owe 'en night for the children was a happy success. 

Our Hogmanay Gathering at the Town Hall was a lively occasion. A Scottish Concert held at the 

Knox Church hall last April was crowded. Its great success was due to the organizers. Peg 

Kirkwood, Beryl McLeod, and Anne Vinnell. 

The club also sponsored an underprivileged child to a Holiday Camp at the suggestion of Alice 

and Arch. Cameron who are involved in this work. The Senior Citizens of Red Cliffs were 

entertained by Club members who provided a feast of Burns songs, poems. dancing and piping. 

WINIFRED KENNEDY 

917. Scottish Presidents' Association. The Annual Dinner was held in the Danum Hotel. 

Doncaster Saturday 11 th April 1981. The President. Russell W. Taylor, of Leicester. supported 

by \lrs. Taylor and members of his family, together with Jun. Vice-President Rev. Dr. W. Speirs 

and Mrs. Speirs. welcomed 92 members and guests. A most enjoyable meal and an excellent 

programme of entertainment was provided by the President's own society. The President greeted 

those present and regretted that the President of the Burns Federation, Mrs. Mollie Rennie. who 

was to have been the guest of honour, was unable through illness to be present. A toast to Mrs. 

Rennie was made by Mr. Taylor and in responding on behalf of Mrs. Rennie. Lew W. Reid read 

a letter from her expressing her great disappointment at her inability to attend and wishing the 

President and members a very happy evening. A get well card was signed by all present to be 

sent to Mrs. Rennie. 

As the 1980 Dinner was held after the publication deadline of the Burns Chronicle. we report 

that the 1980 Dinner was presided over by Mr. Anderson Kidd (Pontefract) The Vice-President. 

in the absence of the President through illness. 95 members and guests were present and they 

enjoyed an excellent meal and some first class entertainment. provided by the Leicester 

Caledonian Society. The company sent their best wishes to the President in a get well greeting. 
l.EW W. REID 

918. Dover and East Kent Scottish Societv. 130 members and friends attended our annual 

Burns Supper and Dance in Dover Town Hall on Friday 23rd January 1981. The 'Immortal 

\1emory' was proposed by Mrs. Anne J. Pressley OSStJ SM0:\1. The toast to the Guests was 

given by Mrs. Eve M. Phillips, Dr. Mark A. Cave. Chairman Dover District. responded and gave 

us some comforting news about the rate for the coming year. Mr. Willie R. Watson proposed the 

toast to 'the Lasses' and Mrs. Margaret R. Kelly responded. Mr. Jim R. Warnock was 

Toastmaster and Mr. H. Hutchison acted as MC during the dance. \1r. T. Rivers piped in the top 

table and played for the Scottish dances during the evening. 

One of the aims of our society is the promotion of interest in the history. literature music and 

dancing of Scotland. We try to carry out this aim by organising a variety of events which attract 

many Scots and their local friends. Apart from our annual Burns Supper and Dance the events 

during the past year which gave us the best opportunities to promote this aim were our Scottish 

Country Dance Class which meets on Monday evenings from September to :\pril. a Hallowe"en 

Party, our annual St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance and a Scottish Evening. The llallowe'en Party 

and the Scottish Evening were very enjoyable events with the right kind of informality and 

friendliness during which we were entertained by members and guest singers and we enjoyed 

splendid Scottish Country Dance Displays by the Isle of Thane! Scottish Country Dancers. The 

members and their friends took part in dancing and a musical quiz. Those attending brought a 

plate of food and tea and coffee was prepared by the lady members of the committee. 

A party of members and friends attended the Burns Concert in the Festival Hall. London on 

Saturday 31 st January 1981. \L\HlR J.\\lf'S \l.\("HRl.·\'.\I \I(" 
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921. Northern Scottish Counties Association of Burns Clubs. It is with regret I report the 
death of Charles C. Easton F.S.A. (Scot), Vice-Chairman of the Association. Mr. Easton was 
President of Aberdeen Burns Club for many years, Chairman of Glenbervie Memorials 
Association. and took a great interest in the Northern Scottish Counties Association; it will .be 
difficult to replace him in those offices. I also report the resignation of Douglas Cruickshank as 
District Representative to the Federation and I know that members of this Association will wish 
Douglas good health and a happy retirement. Once more the Secretary and Treasurer reports a 
successful year financially. 

On I 8th-20th April 1981 I shall be taking 53 members of the Aberdeen Burns Club on a 
weekend coach tour to Fife, staying two nights at the Caledonian Hotel, Leven and visiting the 
Fisheries Museum at Anstruther as one of our sightseeing tours. 

MISS ETHEL HALL 

922. The Clumber Burns Club. There was no annual Burns supper for the club in 
Rotherham this year. However the President, Mr. George Irvine, and Mrs. Mirna Irvine attended 
the Burns Dinner in Glasgow as did Mr. Arthur Allen, another of our members and a Past 
President. 

A meeting was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lew Reid, Gainsboro on Saturday I 7th May, 
followed by a dinner. 

No further meetings were held owing to illness of two members until the delayed A.G.M. 
which was held on 21 st February 1980, at the home of the President Mr. G. Irvine and Mrs. 
Irvine, who provided an excellent meal. All the members had been present at the Burns 
Federation Conference at Leicester. It was soon after this that Mr. Jimmy Inglis was taken 
seriously ill and we were saddened to learn of his death. A meeting has been arranged for 28th 
March at the home of Mr. George Burnett. 

MR. LES. JEAVONS 

926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Club held their annual Burns Supper on I 6th January 1981 
in the Solway Lodge Hotel Gretna. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Bill 
Mitcheli of Kirkandrews-on-Esk. This was a first timer, who agreed to help us out when our 
speaker. Mr. J. Jackson, took ill a week before the event. We were not short changed. Bill gave a 
magnificent, balanced, and well-researched Toast. The Rev. Ewan Nicholl of Carlisle was also a 
substitute for the Club's piper, Mr. S. G. McNaughton, also indisposed and again we were lucky. 
The Toast to the Lassies was proposed by Founder-President Mr. J. Maxwell and ably replied to 
by Miss Pat Bryden, Registrar of Marriages etc. in Gretna. The Haggis was addressed by Vice
President, Mr. Norman Shearer, and the evening was presided over by Past-President, Mr. T. 
White as President Mrs. Hardisty was also indisposed. 

St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in Solway Lodge Gretna on 28th November 1980. The 
Principal speaker was Mr. D. K. Brown of Annan, who proposed the toast 'St. Andrew and 
Scotland'. The usual social evening followed, and the young Watson dancers from Annan 
delighted the company with their displays. President Mrs. Hardisty presided and Master of 
Ceremonies was l\.lr. J. McCaffery. The Children's Verse Speaking Competition on 21st March 
attracted seventy two i:!ntries. Thirty more than last year. The judges had an unenviable task and 
obviously public interest had increased by the size of the audience. 

HILDA MAY FAULDER 

929. Bathgate 'Joll~· Beggars' Burns Club. Tom Mcilwraith was the principal speaker at the 
Burns Supper. Outings to Aberfeldy and the Trossachs. followed by a dinner dance at a Dollar 
Hotel. took place during the year. 

WILUAM HA~11LIU:-; 
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930. The Wheatsheaf Burns Club, Falkirk. The Annual Supper was held on Wednesday 

28th January 1981. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Tom Walker, ex-Local 

Councillor. Toast to the Lasses by Mr. Tom Barrie, Strathclyde District Councillor, and Toast to 

'Our Guests' by Mr. James Anderson, convenor of Central Regional Council. Members and 

guests in attendance totalled 80. 
The Annual Club outing on Sunday 28th September 1980, included a vist to Central 

Perthshire with lunch at Aberfeldy, onward to Comrie for High Tea followed by an evening of 

harmony. 
Our Annual Social and Dance was held in the Plough Hotel, Stenhousemuir on Saturday 6th 

December 1980. 
TOM WEIR 

933. Busbiehill Burns Club. Our 7th anniversary night was held in the Institute, Springside 

on Friday 23rd January. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. Robert M. Kent of 

Crosshouse Parish Church and club members proposed the other toasts, songs and readings. Mr. 

Felix Todd, our President, was Chairman and kept the 88 guests in good 'spirits' at the 

'dispensers'. The Haggis was carried in by John Larmour, piped in by Ian McDowall and 

addressed by Vice-President James Cannell. Charles Magorian and William Frew sang the songs 

of Robert Burns, accompanied by James Brown. Secretary James Craig proposed 'The Toast to 

The Lassies', ably replied to by Enez Logan, Past President of Ayrshire Association of Burns 

Clubs. Treasurer Donald Pirrie gave the readings to 'Tam O' Shanter' and dressed up for 'Holy 

Willie's Prayer'. The vote of thanks was given by James McHarg and a very memorable evening 

was enjoyed by everyone. Our 'End-of-season Dance' was also held in The Institute. Springside. 

St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 28th November when the toast 'St. Andrew and Scotland' 

was given by Felix Todd, Club President. The Club supplied artistes for 20 Burns Suppers. The 

club gave instructions to Crosshouse & Springside Primary School Children. Mr. Glass Schools 

Convenor, judged the essays and Mr. Todd presented the prizes. Inter-club visitations took place 

between Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic Burns Club and Ayr Masonic Burns Club to our mutual 

benefit and entertainment. 
JAMES F. CRAIG 

935. Torbrex Inn Burns Club, Stirling. The club rounded otT a busy 1980/8 l social season 

when it held its sixth annual supper on 6th February. 
This year the 'Immortal Memory' was toasted by Harry Ewing, Labour MP for Stirling, 

Falkirk and Grangemouth Burghs. During his speech he paid tribute to the club as 'being known 

throughout the lands as a very professional Burns Club'. This can be attested to by the busy 

programme of events the club indulged in during the year to keep the interest of its members. 

Although it only has a membership of 45, their dedication to the club was shown by an almost 

100 per cent turn-out at both nights. supper dances, a sail on Loch Lomond. a social night and a 

ten pin bowling outing during the past twelve months. 
The climax of the year was of course, the annual supper during which the members and 

guests raised £56 for the Jean Armour Houses appeal fund. 
JAMES KINNEAR 

936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. The 6th Annual Burns Supper was held in the Hotel 

Redburn on l 7th January 198 l when 101 guests attended. President Mae Mc Ewan warmly 

greeted members and guests on arrival. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Mrs. Anna Blair. 

Authoress. who touched on some of the local history of Dundonald and area used in her books 

and illustrating a relationship between Richard Brown and friend of Robert Burns. and one of 

her ancestors-Eleanor Blair-who had been married in Irvine in the l 8th century. The Grace 

was said by our Vice-President Margaret Cook. and an excellent 'Address to the Haggis' (and 
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later 'Tam O'Shanter'l was given by Marjorie McKinlay. The guests and haggis were piped in by 

Jimmy Cook. The 'Toast to the Laddies' was wittily delivered by Anne Gaw, and ably answered 

by Andrew Hood. Mrs. Rosalind Keyte. Honorary Member and Secretary of the Club in her vote 

of thanks. congratulated President Mae McEwan for her part in making the evening such a 

success. and to the artistes Eileen Whyte. Chris Hughes, John Campbell, and violin solos by Nan 

Whyte. all contributing to the musical part of the evening. The evening ended with a standing 

ovation to President Mae McEwan and the singing of' Auld Lang Syne '. 

The past year has seen a good increase in membership, with many successful events to our 

credit. Wreath laying services have been well attended. and in September, 20 Lasses attended the 

Jean Armour Burns Houses at the opening ceremony of the Caretaker's House. The local 

Primary Schools painting competition attracted many entries, the subject being any scene from 

Tam O'Shanter and the response was terrific. showing a wealth of imagination and talent. The 

summer trip was to the Land of Burns Centre at Alloway, with supper at the Burns Monument 

Hotel in 'The Poet's Room' which made a most pleasant background. Fund raising events for the 

Federation Conference have been well supported (both the Irvine Lasses and the Irvine Burns 

Club. with whom we have a happy liaison). Altogether, we can feel a quiet pride and satisfaction 

at the progress made by the Irvine Lasses. and feel we are on a steady course to bring Robert 

Burns the appreciation he so well deserves. 
At our special St. Andrew's Night function a unique occasion arose when President Mae 

McEwan handed over illuminated Scrolls granting joint Honorary Life Membership to Anne 

Gaw and Rosalind Keyte for their work in forming the Club in 1975. 
At the A.G.M. on 5th February 1981. Ursula, Countess of Eglinton and Winton was made an 

Honorary Member of the Club. 
ROSALIND KEYTE 

939. Griffin Burns Club, Gartcosh. A good turnout of 120 members and friends attended the 

Annual Supper on Friday 23rd January 1981. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by '.\lr. 

John \V att and 'The Lasses' by Mr. Charles Gray. A very full programme of song and verse was 

admirably conducted by Chairman John McKay and was much enjoyed by all present. 

The Lads and Lasses night on Wednesday 26th November 1980 was very well attended. 170 

souls braving the the elements to be royally entertained by the Stirling and Clackmanan Reel and 

Country Dance Society. This was a '.\1ini Fiddler's Rally and there were a lot of aching bones 

following our Strip the Willow and Dashing White Sergeant etc. 
WILLIAM AD\IR 

941. The Robert Burns Club of San Diego. The annual Burns Supper was held on 23rd 

January at the Bahia Hotel. Approximately four hundred people attended and enthusiastically 

enjoyed the traditional evening. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Jim Clelland. 
formerly of Glasgow. 

Communications were firmly established with the Annapolis (\1aryland) Burns Club by 

separate visits in I ~80 by ,their '.\1r. James '.\1cPherson (President) and Mr. Al Booth (literary 

Director). \Ve were also honoured to have '.\1r. \1cPherson attend our club anniversary dinner in 

October 1980 and we look forward to more contacts with Annapolis and other clubs. 

We had the great pleasure of receiving '.\1r. Lionel Daiches. Q.C. of Edinburgh in '.\1arch 1980 

and again recently in February 1981. \\'e look forward to having \lr. Daiches give the toast to 

the 'Immortal '.\1cmory' at our 1982 Burns Supper. 
Our club wishes to express appreciation to the International Secretary \lr. J. F. T. Thomson of 

I..:ilmarnock. for his many kindnesses to the members of this club. 
J\~IES ~IARSHAIJ. 
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944. Alamo Burns Club. On Tuesday. 2"/th January 1981 the Annual Burns Supper was held 
in the· Alamo' Lounge which once again was transformed from a bar lounge to a· Burns Neuk ', 
thanks to the good work of committee members and bar staff. 

President Andy Smith welcomed old and new members to the 222nd Anniversary celebration 
of our National Bard. Following the President's address and Secretary·s report. the evening's 
entertainment got under way. The Haggis. piped in by Piper McAteer. and carried by Willie 
McLaggan was addressed in traditional and most emphatic manner by George Robertson. 

A moving and poignant 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by guest speaker Mr. Wm. 
Watson, whose knowledge and sympathetic understanding of the Bard and his works were 
greatly appreciated. 

George Robertson·s rendering of 'Holy Willie's Prayer' and 'Tam O'Shanter' were also 
highlights of the evening, as were songs from Ken McCall um. fiddler Bill Moore and Piper Eddie 
McAteer also making a grand contribution to the evening's enjoyment. An impromptu interval 
turn 'Willie Brewed A Peck O' Maut' by Ken McCallum and two club worthies (who'd best 
remain nameless !)--all totalled up to make another 'Burns' Nicht Tae Remember' at the 
'Alamo'. 

Our annual bus run had a change of venue last year-Edinburgh instead of Ayr. The weather 
was terrible. but members appreciated the hospitality of T.U.C. Social Club and hope to have 
better weather this y~ar. 

Six members of the club attended the Burns Federation Conference in Leicester and from their 
reports it is highly probable that more will be participating in this event in future. 

The Annual General Meeting of the club was held on Sunday I Sth March 1981 and the 
following Office Bearers elected: Secretary /Treasurer. Jim Fisher: President. John Cameron: 
Vice-President, Charlie McNally. Retiring President Andy Smith was given a hearty vote of 
thanks for his service to the club during his term of office. 

J • ~ISllER 

945. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 
Saturday 3 I st January 1981, at St. Patrick's Centre. Huddersfield and was attended by nearly I 00 
members and friends. Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Davie. Hon. Life President. welcomed the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Kirkless. Councillor Mrs. Marjorie Fisher and Mrs. Mary Walsh. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. Jimmy Davie and the Haggis addressed in true 
Burnsian fashion by Mrs. Agnes Davie. The Toast to the Lassies was given by \1r. Gordon 
Garth. Members and friends were entertained by Lynne and Simon Moir. Fiona Garth and our 
Past President Mr. Maurice McNae to a display of Highland Dancing. the evening was 
concluded with dancing. Mr. Peter Whitwam was our Piper. 

We held our second Hogmanay Dance which was another great success. The club made visits 
to other Burns Clubs during the year to take part in the 'Burns Federation Quiz'. The year was 
marred with the death of our President Mrs. Jenny Haselden in September. Jenny was a lady 
who gave her all for the Association. 

EL~IE \1Elll.E:-. 

946. Calgary Burns Club. The Fifth Annual Banquet was held at The Calgary Inn on 
Monday January 26 1981. Approximately 2JO members and guests were welcomed by President 

Jack Whyte. 
The programme opened with the Selkirk Grace by Ken Rogerson: Dr. George \larshall was 

Master of Ceremonies. Past President G. Underwood followed with 'The Tarbolton Bachelors 
Club'. then Greetings from our Patron Dr. Grant \1acEwan. Bill Robinson delivered 'The Toast 
to Canada". Dr. Sandy \1orrison proposed the toast to the Lassies. Entertainment was also 
provided by folk singers. Ron Nolan and \!orris Kerr. Piper John Whitelock. Dr. Sandy 

181 



Morrison and Jack Whyte recited 'Tam O'Shanter' which was even more spectacular than last 

year. 
The evening concluded with the toast to 'The Immortal Memory', proposed by Mr. George 

Brown. well known radio and TV personality from Lethbridge, whose parents emigrated from 

Cumnock, Ayrshire. 
Mr. Allister Ross proposed the toast to 'Absent Friends'. The evening wound up with 

members and guests singing 'Auld Lang Syne '. 
The calendar of events were the same as last year starting with the Burns Dinner in January, 

Ladies Night in mid February, A.G.M. in April, President's Night Barbecue in May, golf 
tournament in September at Turner Valley followed by the St. Andrew's Night Ball in 
November. 

This year we are holding our meetings in 'The Club Room', of Kiplings, an English Colonial 
Type restaurant, provided to us at no cost. This has added great atmosphere to our meetings. 

ANDREW G. HAY 

948. Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic Burns Club. The annual Burns Supper was held on lst 
February 1980. It proved to be an enjoyable function and an outstanding success. Our President, 
Cronie George Tedford, performed the duties of toastmaster and gave the Selkirk Grace. The 
Haggis carried by S. Howie and piped in by H. Bryden was addressed by Cronie R. McNeish. 
The toast 'The Immortal Memory' was proposed by Cronie H. Murray. Cronic Murray also gave 
a rendering of 'Holy Willie's Prayer'. Other readings were as follows: 'Tam o' Shanter' by 
Cronie Eric Russell and 'The Cottares Saturday Night' by Cronie Bob Scott. The toast to the 
Craft was proposed by Bob McNeish while George Mcivor entertained the company with the 
songs of Burns. Organ and fiddle music was provided by Sam Patterson and John Pollock. 
Cronie Bill Hilton gave a comprehensive vote of thanks to all concerned. 

During the past year the following events took place: The Ladies Night and St. Andrew's 
Night. The Club also took part in the local annual Gala Week and held a Children's Christmas 
Party. All these occasions were well attended and enjoyed by one and all. A party from the club 
travelled to Coventry on 7th May 1980 and spent a very pleasant weekend with the Jolly Beggars 
Club. It was a visit to be remembered and our thanks go out to the Coventry Club for the 
hospitality extended to our members. 

HUGH MURRAY 

949. Fir Park Club, Burns Section. Our annual Burns Supper was held on Monday, 2nd 
February 1981. The principal speaker was Mr. G. Duthie of the Tam o' Shanter Club in 
Coventry. The toast to our speaker was given by Mr. T. Hughes. Chairman for the evening was 
Mr. J. Good. the Burns Section President. Toast to the Lassies was given by Mr. A. Torrance and 
replied to by Miss N. Still. M.B.E. Address to the Haggis was made by Mr. H. Lennox. Toast to 
our guests was made by Mr. A. Carbray and replied to by Mr. R. Scott of the Larkhall Burns 
Club. Readings were rendered by Mr. J. Shedden. Our songsters for the evening was a father and 
daughter combination. namely Mr. A. Train and Mrs. F. Buddy. A total of 120 attended and an 
enjoyable time was had by all. 

A. CARBRAY 

950. Drummoyne & District Scottish Society. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the 
Masonic Hall Drummoyne on Monday, 19th January. our new President Mr. Robert Newton 
was in the chair. Our Orator was :\fr. John Begg, Past President of the Scottish Society and Burns 
Club. who gave us a most interesting address. Our Piper was Mr. Duncan Macdermid and 
Haggis bearer was \fr. Donald Wilson. The address to the Haggis was given by Mr. James Neill. 
Our Artistes were Miss Jennifer Shaw. Mr. Charles Dansie and Mr. \V. Lindsay. Mr. Colin 
Wilson gave the toast to the Lassies and the reply by Mrs. Pearl Newton. Mrs. Marion Allan 
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gave the reply to the Toast to the Speaker. Our M.C. was Mr. Jim Nicholls and the vote of thanks 
was given by a Past President, Mr. James Gault. A most enjoyable evening. Our thanks go to 
l\lrs. Jean Dansie who was our accompanist. Unfortunately Mr. Charles Dansie passed away 
very soon after our Burns Supper and we will miss him very much. 

MRS. N. COCKIE 

951. Birnbeck Burns Club, Weston-Super-Mare. The Anniversary Dinner was held in The 
Winter Gardens. Weston-Super-Mare, on 24th January 1981. President Angus Wilson was in 
the chair and welcomed the guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Burnsian. Rev. 
Charles Macneill. Burnsian Gordon Black proposed the toast 'The Lasses', wittily responded to 
by Burnsian Jennie Smart. The haggis piped in by our Hon. Piper Jock Simpson. was addressed 
by Ken Smart. During the evening Ernie Parkin accompanying himself on guitar. sang a 
selection of Burns songs. Stuart Galley. as croupier. was in charge of the evenings proceedings. 

A treasure hunt was held in August and in early October a successful Barn Dance. On 
Hallowe'en at a Baked Potato Supper in The Arosfa Hotel, Rev. A. Glen Bowie. Q.H.C. gave a 
talk on and recited 'Tam o' Shanter'. St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 28th November 
1980, when the toast 'The Lando' Cakes' was proposed by Burnsian John Gray. The toast 'The 
Land we Live In' was proposed by Burnsian Harry Byrne and responded to by The Mayor of 
Weston-Super-Mare, Cllr. Tom Tait. President Angus Wilson was in the chair. In March at a 
social supper in the Arosfa Hotel, Burnsian Rev. Alan Holt gave an interesting and amusing talk 
on 'Old Tales of Somerset'. The A.G.M. was held on St. George's Day. 23rd April 1981. 

STAN CHIVERS 

954. Newton Burrs Club, Ayr. On Friday, 30th January the club held its Annual Burns' 
Supper at the Ayr Ex-Servicemen's Club premises where our members heard a first-class 
proposal of the 'Immortal Memory' by Mr. Andrew Clark. The Haggis was piped in by Pipe 
Major Jas. Thomson and addressed by Mr. Tony Barton. The Toast to the Lasses was proposed 
by Treasurer Mr. Jas. Stevenson and The Club toasted by Mr. Gordon Hill and Old Scotia by :\1r. 
Andrew Morrison. These various items were interspersed by songs from Mr. Robert Mclarty 
and music on the fiddle by Mr. Dick Robb. 

All enjoyed a fine evening's entertainment. 
GEORGE B~IRD 

955. Gartwhinzean Burns Club. Owing to unexpected and unavoidable circumstances the 
Gartwhinzean Burns Club was unable to hold its usual Annual Burns Supper for 1981. 

However, by a collection among the members the Club collected the sum of I: I 00 for the St. 
Giles Window Memorial to Robert Burns Fund. 

HENRY S. KINNAIRD 

956. Nantwich & District Scottish Society. On Friday. 23rd January 1980. eighty-four 
members and friends attended the Burns' Supper and Dance at Alsager Civic Centre. Stoke-on
Trent. The haggis was piped in by Mr. B. Elliot and carried by Mrs. T. Watson. as Poosie Nancy. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was very ably proposed by Mr. J. Fyfe. a Past President of the Society. 
and the toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Mr. R. Armriding. and responded to by :\1rs. C. R. 

Harrison. 
The Ceilidh in February 1981 was attended by members and friends from the local Welsh and 

Irish Societies, who took part in the entertainment. which was very much enjoyed by all. 
\IRS. S. r. ST·\Pl.fS 

961. Larkhall Burns Club. The Annual Burns' Supper was held on Saturday. 30th January 
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1981 in the Labour Rooms. Larkhall. 
The President !\1rs. Agnes Scott welcomed the members and friends who numbered around 

50. The' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mr. T. N. Paterson. President of the L.A.B.C. The 
tliast to the Lassies was proposed by Mr. R. Scott and suitably answered by \1rs. A. Bennett. 
Haggis was carried in by '.\1rs. M. Muir and Miss E. Kane and addressed by \1r. A. Bennett. 
Singers for the evening were '.\1iss Ann Pickering and Mr. J. Muir. Readings by Miss E. Kane 
and !\1rs. A. Scott. Piper. Pipe Major Mr. John Barklay. Vice President Mr. W. Scott proposed 
the vote of thanks. Present among our guests were Mrs. !\1. Rennie. President of the Burns 
Federation. and Councillor Mr. Sam Casserly. 

Other events included a highly successful dance which was held in October and attended by 
various clubs throughout the Association. 

On 25th March 1981 the Club held their 3rd Annual Schools Competition which attracted a 
large entry of 52 pupils from 7 primary schools within the district. The Club expressed their 
thanks to Councillor Casserly and Royal Albert Football Club for their gift of two cups. and to 
\1r. E. Foy and !\1r. J. Thompson. two of our Club members who donated 8 prize winners 
medals. 

The Club also made its usual donation of a copy of the Burns Chronicle to the local public 
library which was gratefully received by the head Librarian. 

AGNES A. seem 

962. Calcdonian Society of Pretoria. Some 150 members and friends celebrated the Bard's 
anniversary in Pretoria. Several past chiefs of the Society played an active part in the proceedings 
with Dan Loudon proposing the toast to the 'Immortal Memory'. Stewart Gibson addressing the 
Haggis. Dave Nisbet toasting the Lasses and John Gillespie acting as M.C. and singing the 'Star'. 
Pat van der Valk was the odd woman out who replied on behalf of the Lasses. 

The two highlights of the evening. however. were the dancing display by members of the 
Ladies Committee (which had nothing to do with Burns or Scotland!) and the music of the Pipes 
and Drums of the Pretoria Highlanders. This evening. while maybe not for the Burns purist. was 
enjoyed by all and doubtless increased the ever widening circle of those who take particular 
interc>t in the works of the Bard. 

Not being a 'specialist' Burns Club there are numerous other events in the calendar. 
Highlights arc probably the St. Andrew's Night Dinner and the Scottish Gathering complete 
with highland and country dancing. pipe bands. etc. Other monthly functions include ceilidhs. 
barbecues. sports days. theatre outings. etc. The Junior Society also organises Christmas and 
llallowc·en parties plus other events. 

SlEWART (;JRSOS 

963. Cotgralc Burns Club. The club held their Anniversary Supper on 26th January. The 
'Immortal \lemory' was proposed by \lr. Tam Coulter ofTullibody Burns Club . ..\ total of80 
members and guests attended. After the speeches finished a dance and sing song took place. A 
very good night was had by all members and guests. 

WI I.I.I \\1 LASSOS 

969. lluddcrsficld St. Andrews Societ~-. This vear's Chief\\'. \1. S. Ironside welcomed I SO 
members and guests to the Society's 88th Annual- Dinner at the l.adbroke \lercury \lotor Inn. 
11 uddersfield on Frida\·. 28th \:oyembcr. A native of I nvergordon. Bob (as he is affectionately 
known) is a surgeon at the local hospital. Other speakers ·al the Dinner included Bill. a former 
member of the Society now resident in Bridge of Allan. Professor Da,·id Shaw of \:ewcastlc 
l ·ni\ersity former!\· of Edinburgh and Sam \lcllarg who hails from Glasgow. 

The Burns· Supper and Dance. held on Friday. 23rd January. was attended by 2.10 members. 
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friends and their ladies. The event, a huge success. was also held at the Ladbroke :\1ercury :\1otor 
Inn. Jimmy Davie from Dumfermline in proposing the toast to the 'Immortal '.\1emory' 
demonstrated his knowledge of the works of the bard in enthusiastic style. 

On both occasions, the Haggis was addressed with fervour and panache by Rab Thomson 
formerly of Kilmarnock. 

The Annual Golf Competition for the RalTan Cup was won by Bruce l\1itchell an 'exile' from 
Auld Reekie. 

IAN DUTHIE 

972. The Don Valley Caledonian Society. The attendance of 115 members and guests 
enjoyed our Burns Dinner and Dance on 6th February 1981. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Mr. David Watton-Anderson of Leeds. The address to the Haggis was given by our 
President Mr. Peter Patrick. We had a mini-pipe band and also a dance band for our 
entertainment. \1r. Bruce Copley rendered 'The Star of Robbie Burns' and several members sang 
a medley of Burns songs during the evening. 

During the year we held several supper dance. but on St. Andrew's Night held a dinner and 
dance. Also this year we tried a New Year's Eve supper and dance which was appreciated by our 
members. 

~1RS. MARY ,\, TAIT 

979. The Holy Willie's Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in the Benhar Lounge of 
the Jewel Welfare '.\liners· Club on 30th January 1981. Our President W. Collins gave the 
address to the Haggis. 

Our principal guest this year was the Rev. J. Sinclair who is a well known Burns enthusiast. 
lie proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. Once more we were glad to have \1r. Ron \lotherwell as 
our guest. He did a fine rendering of Holy Willie's Prayer. This was our third annual supper and 
like our previous two it was a great success. We owe a great deal to one of our members \lr. 
George Flockhart who has kept us on the right lines of running a Burns Club. 

During the course of the year we have held a smoker for members. In September we had a 
dinner dance. This was principally for the benefit of members' wives. 

W. -\1.l:X.·\~DER 

980. Niagara Falls Burns Club. Our 55th Annual Supper was held on 24th January at the 
Falloway Hotel overlooking the ice-covered Niagara River. President Alex Crawley welcomed 
75 members and guests to our traditional evening of fun and fellowship which was enriched 
with thought-provoking and humorous toasts which made Burns' memory come alive for all 
present. 

The Haggis (all the way from Bonnie Scotland) was flawlessly addressed by \'ice-President 
James Johnstone. The toast to the 'Immortal '.\lemory' was given by Club \!ember \lrs. 
Elizabeth freeman who quoted freely from many of Burns' works to illustrate her talk on her 
personal pilgrimage to deepen her knowledge of Burns' writings. Honoured guests were life 
members \lrs. \lary Craig and \lrs. Jean Stirling. both members for more than 50 years. Special 
visitors were \lr. and \lrs. Eric Strickland from Houston. Texas. \\'e were entertained by dancer 
Sheila Sawyer and piper Don \lc~eil. Canadian born. of Scottish descent. 

Our regular monthly meetings continue to be most enjoyable. our members take turns in 
offering a 'Burns' appreciation· which arc very informative and interesting. 

Our .-\nnual Golf Outing and dinner was very successful. Special guests at our October 
meetings were \lr. and \lrs. \tc.-\dam from .-\yr. \lrs. \lc.-\dam brought us a first-hand account 
of the Leicester Conference which she had attended. 

Two of our members visited Tasmania where they spent a wonderful evening al the Burnie 
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Burns Club, whose address was obtained from the Chronicle. They brought back a tape which 
we heard at our March meeting and it was quite something to listen to all those lovely friendly 
words from so far away. We hope that some of the Burnie Burns Club members will visit us one 

day. 
MAY CRAWLEY 

981. Berkshire Burns Club. Our club met for the 222nd celebration of the birthday of Robert 
Burns on 24th January 1981. This, our third annual gathering, was attended by over I 00 people. 
We dined on the traditional Scottish Burns fare and we were all regally entertained by readers. 
vocalists, dancers and pipers. Our club pipe-major Rich Winslow piped in the Haggis and later 
entertained us with some very stirring solos. Our outgoing President, Joan McCall Shoreman, 
was presented with a plaque of appreciation. Our new President is Kergan J. Davidson. 

HEYDON A. MOORE 

983. Montreal General Hospital Burns Club. The Annual Dinner was held on 23rd January 
at the home of Ross Hill at 7 Grove Park, Westmount, the principal Guest being Web '.\1aclsaac. 
The cocktail hour included drinks of Scotland's Finest but in addition there was a special taste of 
one of Scotland's Oldest having been brought by Arthur Leith. Medleys of Scottish music 
including the recent production of Mcllwhan, Bill McHugh and the Bearsden Choir presenting 
Tam o' Shanter which, I must remark, was magnificent. A gift of selected Burns songs was 
presented to the Society from John Macfarlane. Some obvious repairs will be required to the 
selection. Stuart Polson arrived late, having travelled out to Montreal West only to find out that it 
was the wrong address. Shocking behaviour at such an early hour. 

Selkirk Grace was recited by Willie Du.guid, followed by a toast to the Country by Ross Hill 
and thence dinner begun with the tasty dish of cock-a-leekie soup. In breaking with tradition 
because of an unforeseen accident, the haggis could not be piped in, but appropriate marching 
music was provided by Ross Hill and this was followed by the Ode to the Haggis recited by Ron 
Hobkirk. (Extremely well done.) The remainder of the main course consisted ofneeps, tatties and 
McEwan's Ale. The dessert was again provided for by Jennie and Art Leith and it was everso 
tasty. Many thanks to the Leiths for this welcomed contribution to the dinner. Scones and a fruit 
cup were also included in the dessert and altogether, a very delightful meal. 

Tam o' Shanter was then recited by Ron Hobkirk in his inimitable manner, and if I may say, 
more dramatic than he has been in the past. It wm; most enjoyable and we were fortunate to have 
taped the rendition as well as most of the proceedings of the evening. On behalf of the Society, 1 
would like to extend a belated invitation to Ron Hobkirk to attend the Burns Dinner. He did 
conduct himself in a manner befitting the company. His attendance at the meeting was the 
highlight of the evening and was much appreciated by all. We look forward to his return in '82. 

The business meeting was then carried on with, which begun with the minutes of the previous 
meeting, having been circulated, were proposed for acceptance by Hugh Brodie and seconded by 
Lindsay Ogilvy. No business arose from the minutes. 

Summer outing: a Saturday or a Sunday in the coming summer will be decided in May for an 
outing on Lake Champlain in Vermont. This was very successful two years ago, and we look 

forward to making it a success for the coming summer. The Fall meeting will be held in the latter 
part of September and at this meeting the membership will be reviewed. Also. decisions 
regarding the attendance at St. Andrew's Ball will be made. The St. Andrew's Ball was given 
considerable discussion and, proposed by Lindsay Ogilvy, seconded by Ross Hill, that the Society 
as a group attend the next St. Andrew's Ball. This was discussed further and it was then thought 
that at least five couples would help to make up a table at the coming Ball. An effort will be made 
to approach each person individually well in advance of the Ball so the necessary preparations 
will be made. 
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Next year's meeting. Location will be at the home of Hugh Brodie on Friday night, January 

22nd 1982. 
S. G. MACISAAC 

984. Macquarie-Stewart Burns Club. The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 

Saturday, 29th November 1980 at Pennant Hills, a leafy suburb about 20 miles north of Sydney. 

Pipes and drums, Highland dancers set the mood; and the toast to St. Andrew, delivered by Mr. 

Tom McKnight entertained the 200 members and non-members alike. The evening ended at 1.00 

a.m. 
Our Burns Night was held at the same venue, and it was pleasing to see 230 persons attend, 

despite a night of torrential rain. Mr. Robbie Lockhart delivered the' Address to the Haggis' and 

his fiery delivery was loudly acclaimed. Mr. D. Taylor proposed the toast to 'The Immortal 

!\1emory' and incorporated the dream, that is approaching reality, to commemorate Robert 

Burns in stained glass in St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh. Mr. Billy Wright the Club's own piper, 

played a medley of Scottish airs and two Highland dancers from the Sheila Meikle Dancing 

Academy, performed with grace and style. Undoubtedly the highlight of the entire evening was 

the marching and playing of The Hills District Pipe Band. The music was inspired and as the 

band departed the hall, the deafening, sustained applause induced the Drum Major to lead the 

band triumphantly back into the hall for a further medley. No one could remember a time when 

a pipe band, by enthusiastic demand, actually had to return for an encore. 
Music for dancing was provided by accordionist, Mr. Ross Mitchell, and the organisation and 

timing of the events was admirably and humorously handled by Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Ian 

McKellar. Jan also proposed the toast to 'The Lasses'. 
The evening ended at 1.00 a.m. and like Tam o' Shanter, the 230 persons had to leave such 

pleasures, as 'getting fou' and unco happy' and make their way home through storm and rain, 

with never a thought of warlocks or witches. 
0. G. TAYLOR 

992. Marchbank Burns Club. Our twenty-second annual supper was held in the Marchbank 

Hotel, Balerno on Friday, 30th January 1 981. 
In the Chair was our President John Fraser. the Haggis was addressed by Jim Dunbar and the 

'Immortal Memory' was very ably presented by our past President Eddie McCue. After 

presiding for the past nine years. Eddie's rendering of the 'Immortal Memory' was certainly an 

asset to our evening. Other notable performers were Jack McCaig (Tam o' Shanter) and Bill 

Ramsay <Holy Willie's Prayer) plus a host of good songs and poems. The evening ended with a 

vote of thanks to the Chair and to the Artists. thanking all for a most entertaining night. 
ROBERT SUTHERLAND 

996. The Robert Burns Society of the Midlands, South Carolina. The Anniversary Dinner 

took place on Saturday, 24th January 1981 at American Legion Post No. 6, Columbia. The 

'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor Ross Roy, the toast 'To the Lassies' given by 

Ken Hein and the response by his wife Thelma. The evening's entertainment included folksongs 

by Jim Pittman, piping by Mark Lester, Highland dancing and Scottish Country dancing. 

The annual Ceilidh took the form of a Scottish picnic on Saturday, 24th May 1980 at the 

Weston Lake area on Fort Jackson. beginning with a film of the Edinburgh Festival Tattoo. 

followed by a community supper and Scottish Country dancing. On 18th September 1980 the 

Scottish Dance Group of the Society held the first in a planned series of dinner dances. !\1embers 

of the Group met. drank, ate and spent a pleasant evening doing such dances as !\fonymusk. the 

Braes of Tullimet. Allison Rose and the Round Reel of Eights. 
ELIZABETH ROWLAND 
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Johnnie Walker 
Born 1820-still going strong 
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LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 
THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April, 1981) 

No. Name 

0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 

1 The Burns Club of 
London 

2 Alexandria Burns Club 

4 Callander Burns Club 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 

7 Thistle Burns Club 

9 Royalty Burns Club 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club 

11 Chesterfield and District 
Caledonian Assoc. 

13 St. Andrews 
Burns Club 

14 Dundee Burns Club 

15 Belfast Burns Assoc. 

17 Nottingham Scottish 
Association 

20 Airdrie Burns Club 

21 Greenock Burns Club 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 

26 Perth Burns Club 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 

Inst. Fed. 

1808 1885 

Mem-
bers President 

82 Kenneth M. 
Foulis 

1868 1885 167 Ronald 
Dalgleish 

1884 1885 147 James Gallacher 

1877 1885 43 A. R. Thompson 

1885 1963 60 James Irvine 

1882 1885 50 James McAulay 

1882 1886 261 A. Ewart 

1859 1886 130 William Hendry 

1886 1886 170 Mrs. M. 
Chadwick 

1869 1980 120 Andrew 0. 
Lindsay 

1860 1886 39 W. Miller 

1886 1886 65 Captain William 
Campbell 

1871 1886 300 J. B. More 

1883 1885 102 Councillor John 
W. Love 

1801 1886 153 Rev. Andrew S. 
Taylor, B.Th. 

1848 1886 35 Charles Addison 

1873 1977 85 DonaldG. 
Campbell 

1872 1886 115 Ian Gourlay 

Secretary 

Alasdair M. Gordon, 3 Port
land Road, Kilmarnock KAI 
2AN 

James Mason, 83 Dorchester 
Way, Kenton, Harrow HA3 
9RD 

John Barton, Cedar Cottage, 
126 Middleton Street, 
Alexandria, G83 ODQ 

K. A. Stewart, Trustee Sav
ings Bank, 49 Main Street, 
Callander, Perthshire 

Mrs. J. Irvine, 25 Queensway, 
Earlston, Berwickshire TD4 
6EU 

T. Murtagh, 32 Calder 
Street, Glasgow G42 

W. A. McLagan, 42 Cunning
ham Drive, Giffnock, Glas
gow G46 6ER 

James L. Hempstead, 31 
Dumbuck Cres., Dumbarton 
G82 IEJ 

John B. Macadam, 193 New
bold Road, Chesterfield 
S41 7BE 

David Reid, 5 Cairnhill 
Gardens, St. Andrews, 
Fife. 

D. R. Kettles, c/o Dundee 
Burns Club, 37 Union St., 
Dundee 

Miss May White, 20a Cyprus 
Park, Belfast BT5 6EA 

Mrs. N. A. Smith, 'Orchard 
House', 6 Charnwood 
Lane, Arnold, Notting
ham NG5 6PE 

Matthew Hood, 125 
Cromarty Road, Airdrie. 

Duncan McSwein (Snr.), 
O.B.E., J.P., 3 Welbeck St., 
Grcenock PA16 7RW 

Miss Helen M. Muir, 10 
Blinkbonny Rd., Edinburgh 
EH43HX 

D. N. M. Paton, 75 Need
less Road, Perth PH2 OLD 

David Watson, C.A., 147 Bath 
Street, Glasgow G2 4SN 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns.'-G/asgow Herald. 

National Burns Memorial and 
Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

The 
Cottage 
Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Poet Burns. 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the 
heart of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, 

carefully selected from all quarters . The Cottc:gers pay neither 
rent nor taxes, and in addition, receive an annual allowance. 

There are no irksome restrictions . They have their own key, 
their own furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, 
and have their own friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers 
to continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'a in fireside' 
in ideal surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to, and for this purpose. 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:-

A . J . Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Bums 1S25 1SS7 90 J. R. Clark W. Walker, 10 Braehead, 
Club Dairy, Ayrshire KA24 SEX 

36 Rosebery Burns Club lSSS 1S87 20 Mrs. Netta Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 
Melville 'Crichope,' 49 St. Kenneth 

Drive, Glasgow G51 4QF 
37 Dollar Burns Club 18S7 1SS7 100 David M. Tait Alex. B. Mclver, Harviestoun 

Lodge, Dollar FK14 7PY 
40 Aberdeen Burns Club 1S72 18S9 97 Miss Ethel Hall M. Ferguson, Strabathie 

Cottage, Murchar, Aber-
deen 

42 Strathearn Burns Club 1S89 1950 48 Sam Ross Mrs. M. Robertson, 3S Broich 
Ter., Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 3BE 

45 Cumnock Bums Club 1S87 1S91 120 Sheriff David R0bin D. Hunter, 1 The 
B. Smith Square, Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KAIS lBQ 
48 Paisley Burns Club lSOS 1S91 35 William Hall R. Y. Corbett, 36 Riccartsbar 

Avenue, Paisley PA2 6BG 
49 Bridgeton Burns Club 1S70 1S91 710 John H. Sinclair W. Walker, 39 Randolph Rd., 

Glasgow Cl 1 7LF 
50 Stirling Burns Club 1S86 1S92 110 Johns. Henry Robb, LL.B., 3 Pitt 

McAdam Terrace, Stirling 
55 Daby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 450 John Clarke Mrs. K. N. Dick, S Greenside 

and Bums Club Court, Mickleover, Derby 
DE35RG 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik Burns 1S93 
Club 

1971 27 William Kirk Jos. Mackin, 42 Logan Ave., 
Cumnock, Ayrshire 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 
Bums Club 

62 Cupar Burns Club 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 
Bums Club 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, 
inc. 

72 Partick Burns Club 

74 Nat. Burns Memorial 
and Cottage Homes, 
Mauchline 

82 Arbroath Burns Club 

85 Dunfermline United 
Burns Club 

1893 1S93 110 Donald 
Campbell 

18S4 1893 226 Andrew M. Scott 
M.B.E.,J.P. 

1893 1894 550 C. Douglas 
Burgess, 
F.R.I.C.S. 

KAIS 3HB 
Robert Smith, 105 Kirn Drive, 
Gourock PA19 lEG 

D. S. Campbell, Kingarroch, 
Craigrothie, by Cupar, Fife 
KAIS SAO 

Neil Macdonald, 58 Stockie
muir Ave., Bearsden, Glas
gow G61 3LX 

1861 1894 340 David Mcintosh Colin Kennedy, 35 Rich-

1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae 

mond Street, Dunedin, 
New Zealand 

Russell A. Sharp, 270 Dum
barton Road, Partick, Glas
gow Gil 6TX 

188S 1895 61 Sir Claude Hagart Alastair J. Campbell, c/o Mc-
Alexander of Kenzie, Roberton & Co., 53 
Ballochmyle, Bt. Bothwell Street, Glasgow G2 

6TE 
18SS 1896 129 Alexander M. 

Harrison 
Harry" C. Nicoll, 11 Gallow
den Road, Arbroath, Angus 
DDll 3HL 

1Sl2 1S96 110 The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, 'The Raining', 
EarlofElginand Ferryhills, North Queens-
Kincardine, ferry 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 
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The Diaries of 
William Grierson 

EDITED AND INTRODUCED BY 
JOHN DAVIES 

... reverberations of the Napoleonic wars, meal riots, 
floods, storms, murders, drownings and a deeply passionate, 
and extended, love affair - these are some of the events 
meticulously recorded by William Grierson of Dumfries 
during the heady days of the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. 
Robert Burns's greatest champion, Grierson was 
instrumental in farming the first Burns club in the poet's 
own area and organised the erection of the Burns 
mausoleum. 
Included in this book is a wealth of material of interest to 
the Burns scholar - letters to Grierson from Sir Walter Scott 
and other notables of the day; the minute book of the first 
Dumfries Burns club meetings; and the proceedings of the 
Mausoleum Committee. 

192 

£8·95 
Available at all bookshops or direct from: 

William Blackwood (Publishers) 
32 Thistle Street 

Edinburgh EH2 JHA 
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No. Name 

89 Sunder!and Burns Club 

95 Bolton Bums Club 

96 Jedburgh 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 
Club 

116 Greenloaning Burns 
Club 

120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 

124 The Ninety Burns Club 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 

133 Newarthill Burns Club 

149 Elgin Burns Club 

152 The Hamilton Bums 
Club 

158 Darlington Burns Assoc. 

167 Birmingham and Mid
land Scottish Society 

Mem
lnst. Fed. bers President 

1897 1897 58 J. R. Matthew 

1881 1897 100 Mrs. C. Lawrie 

1897 1897 53 Archd. Wallace 

1889 1899 120 J. Johnstone 

1889 1900 66 Peter I. Mcintosh, 
J.P. 

1820 1900 280 J. Watson Black 

1890 1902 50 Thomas Selvester 

1866 1902 75 Ronnie A. Mayes 

1903 1904 18 William Burns 

1901 1905 100 C. B. Wilken, 
M.B.E., T.D. 

1877 1906 228 W. L. Gold 

1906 1906 60 Mrs. W. A. 
Hogg 

1888 1924 268 Mrs. F. A. D. 
Highway 

Secretary 

R. G. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland SR6 8AZ 

Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses 
Mount, Darcy Lever, Bolton, 
Lanes BLl2 IPQ 

John Gibson, 35 Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. 
TD8 6JY 

D. C. Smith, 22 Cargenbridge 
Ave., Dumfries DG2 8LP 

Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 
Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 

Mrs. M. Morton, 640 
Southmead Road, Filton, 
Bristol, BSl2 7RE 

J. C. McYittie, W.S., 4 North 
Charlotte St., Edinburgh 
EH24HT 

C. Inglis McAulay, Kirkshiels, 
Main Street,Polmont by 
Falkirk 

Thomas Boslem, 82 Mosshall 
St., Newarthill, Motherwell 

Wm. D. G. Chalmers, Royal 
Bank Bdgs., Elgin, Moray 
IV30 !DY 
Dr. S. I. Parker, 25 Burn
side Place, Larkhall, 
Lanarkshire ML9 2EQ 

G. Walker, 7 Geneva Cresc., 
Darlington DLI 4JU 

A. R. Stalker, 70 Harborne 
Rd., Oldbury, Warley, West 
Midlands B68 9JH 

169 Glasgow and District 
Burns Association 

173 Irvine Burns Club 

1907 I 908 15 George Anderson Scott !. Galt, 157 Hyndland 
Road, Glasgow Gl2 9JA 

William Cowan, 'Nor
wood', 75 Bank Street, 
Irvine KA12 OLL 

I 79 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
Club 

187 Galashiels Burns Club 

192 Ayrshire Association of 
Bums Clubs 

197 Winnipeg Burns Club 

198 Gorebridge Burns Club 

Clubs 
1826 I 908 450 James W. 

Miller 

1909 1909 9 Dr. R. Mcinroy 

1908 1909 130 Mark J. Brunton 

1908 1910 28 T. A. MacMillan 
Clubs 

1907 1911 64 WilliamJ. 
Conway 

1906 1911 250 Archd. Lochrie 

199 Newbattle and District 1910 1911 60 J. Telford 
Burns Club 

John Dorward, 17 Linfem 
Rd., Dailly KA26 9SW 

D. Wiikinson, 27 Kenilworth 
Ave., Galashiels TDl 2DD 

Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank St., 
Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

E. R. Evans, 116-81 Roslyn 
Rd., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R3L OG3 

A. Law, 41 Newhunterfield, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 
EH23 4BD 

David Smith, 77 Sixth Street, 
Newtongrange, Midlothian 
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As a reader of the Burns Chronicle or as a member of a Burns 
Club, you will appreciate more the genius of Burns by visiting 

On view 

BURNS COTTAGE 
and 

MUSEUM, 
BURNS MONUMENT 

BURNS'S FAMILY BIBLE 
KILMARNOCK EDITION OF THE POEMS 

(a perfect copy) 

most of our 138 manuscript letters and 161 poems, including 

AULD LANG SYNE 
TAM O' SHANTER-A TALE 

Graham of Fintry letters and poems 
The Afton Collection 
The Stair Collection 

Many of Burns's own personal possessions 
His own books of music 

Large Reference Library (over 3000 volumes) 

LOVELY PAINTINGS OF BURNS SCENES 

The admission charge covers entry to both Burns Cottage 
and (when open) The Monument. 

A limited number of club party evening visits (for about 
30 people) can be arranged during ths winter months by 
contacting: 
The Curator, Burns Cottage, Tel: Alloway 41215 
or Mr. W. H. Dunlop, MBE, Doonside, Ayr. 

----



No. Name 
Mem

lnst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

212 Portobello Bums Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 
J.P. 'Quardene,' 8 Bryce Ave., 

Edinburgh EH7 6TX 
217 Eskdale Bums Club 1886 1913 110 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs.SheenaElliot,5Academy 

Place, Langholm, Dumfries
shire DGI 3 OBA 

220 Bums Club of St. Louis 1905 1913 38 Robert E. Burns J. Gordon Forsyth, 7811 
Carondelet Ave., Clayton, 
Mo. 63105, U.S.A. 

226 Dumfries Bums Club 1820 1913 107 John Parks John A. C. McFadden, 37 
George Street, Dumfries 
DGl lEA 

236 Whitehaven Bums Club 1914 1914 54 Maurice Pringle George Young, Colinton, 

237 Uddingston Masonic 
Bums Club 

238 Burns Club of Atlanta 

239 Hawick Burns Club 

242 Montrose Burns Club 

252 Alloway Burns Club 

263 Glasgow Masonic 
Bums Club 

274 Troon Burns Club 

275 Ayr Bums Club 

284 Philadelphia North
eastern Burns Club 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 
Poosie Nansie Burns 
Club 

296 Walsall and Dist. 
Scottish Society 

303 Victoria St. Andrew's 
and Caledonian Soc. 

1914 1914 20 Alexander L. 
Hamilton 

1896 1914 85 Thomas W. 
Warren 

1878 1914 1150 H. Spreng 

1908 1915 120 Duncan L. 
MacDonald 

1908 1918 129 Dr. B. N. P. 
Bannatyne 

1919 1919 173 John Whyte 

1920 1920 110 John Elliott 

1886 1920 130 David Gray 

1896 1921 15 Douglas Mackay 

1921 1921 35 Ian Pow 

1900 1922 60 Dr. J. A. Glennie 

1849 1922 200 Herbert 
Robertson 

Egremont Road Hensing
ham, Whitehaven, Cum
bria CA28 8NQ 

J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Uddingston, Glasgow G71 
7JU 

William M. Wallace, Jr., 804 
Springdale Road, N.E., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30306, 
U.S.A. 

M. Deal, Hawick Bums 
Club, Albert Bridge, Ha wick, 
Roxburghshire 

Stanley G. Strachan, West
Lands, Redfield Crescent, 
Montrose, Angus DDJ08TN 

James Glass, M.A., 31 
Glenconner Road, Ayr 
KA73HF 

J. Darroch, 43 Victoria Cres., 
Glasgow GI2 

James Adam, C.A., 
3 I 8/319 Bridgegate 
House, Irvine KAI2 8DG 

K. G. McCallum, 12 Bellevue 
Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire 
KA91NW 

Rev. John H. Leitch, S.T.D., 
775 Copeland School Road, 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
19380, U.S.A. 
Robert Hendry, 18 Park View 
Newcraighall, Musselburgh 
EH21 8RP 

A. S. Davidson, 9 Vales 
Close, Walmley, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Charlie Cameron, 2315 
Blanshard St., Victoria, B.C., 
Canada B8T 414 
1P3 195 





No. Name 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 
Association 

310 Mauchline Burns Club 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 
Edinburgh 

323 Kirkcudbright Burns 
Club 

329 Newark and District 
Cal. Soc. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 

340 Balerno Burns Club 

341 Leith Burns Club 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
Burns Club 

348 Newton Jean Armour 
Burns Club 

349 The Howff Burns Club 

350 Markinch Burns Club 

356 Bumbank and Dist. 
Masonic Bums Club 

360 Lochee Burns Club 

363 Barrow St. Andrew's 
Society 

365 Catrine Burns Club 

366 Liverpool Burns Club 

Mem
lnst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

1914 1922 

1923 1923 

1920 1923 

1918 1924 

140 Robert Irvine 

54 A. F. Mcintyre 

42 Alex. Bruce 

125 Colin 
Ballingall 

1923 1924 125 Mrs. G. M. 
Mcintyre 

G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Marrionville Dr., Edinburgh 
EH7 6BW 

D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East Park 
Ave., Mauchline KA5 5BS 

Arthur Cowan, 25 Alderbank 
Terr., Edinburgh EH 11 1 TA 

Adam Gray, Ingleston, 
Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire 
DG64UA 

A. C. McLartn, 'The Red 
Hous~,' Mill Lane, Kirk
linton, Notts. 

1826 1925 235 The Earl of Elgin J.M. M. Smith, 13 Broad St. 
and Kincardine, Peterhead, Aberdeenshire 
D.L.,J.P.,M.A. AB4 6JA 

1881 1965 70 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 15 Dean-

1826 1925 

1923 1925 

1924 1925 

1925 1925 

1899 1925 

27 Wm. Brunton 

9 Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jamieson 

50 Mrs. J. Hughes 

park Grove, Balt:rno, Edin
burgh EHi 4 7EA 

Gerald T. Farmer, C.A., 34 
Cramond Park, Cramond, 
Edinburgh EH4 6PR 

Mrs. Fiona McFadzean, 10 
Buchbank Cres., East Cal
der, West Lothian 

Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland 
Cres., Cambuslang, Glasgow 
G72 SRB 

38 Mrs. Enez Logan Mrs. Sarah Logan, 123 
Hurlford Road, Bellfield, 

Kilmarnock 
140 Jack Bissett Mrs. Isobel McLeod, 18 

Mey Green, Stenton, 
Glenrothes, Fife 

1826 1926 40 Mrs. A. Cowan George Johnston, 48 May 

1926 1926 300 

1878 1926 150 

1925 1926 40 

1924 1926 90 

William Prophet 

William Eccles 

John Chisholm 

Norman H. Bell 

Gardens, Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire 

Thomas Young, 4 Wiston PI., 
Dundee DD2 3JR 

Geoffrey C. Hewitt, 6 West 
Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness 
LA13 9AX 

Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird 
Ave., Auchinleck, Ayrshire 
KAIS 2JS 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 1963 1964 100 Gordon Stewart 

Mrs. Margaret J. Birkhead, 
16 Ribble House, Gate
acre, Liverpool L25 5PT 

Rubert Kirk, Parkstonc, 
Ploughlands Road, Dun
donald, Ayrshire KA2 9BY 
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Among thy Green Braes lies 

CUMNOCK AND DOON 
VALLEY 

District 

In the heart of the Burns' Country and on the 
Burns' Trail visitors are always welcome. 

Facilities include good hotels, camping and 
caravan sites, golf, fishing and hill walking
Information from the Tourist Officer, 1 New 
Street, Dalmellington, Ayrshire. ( Dalmellington 
550229.) 

Investment for industrialists in the Burns' 
Country- Contact the Chief Executive, Council 
Offices, Lugar, Cumnock (Cumnock 22111 ), for 
information on sites, factories and labour 
availability. 

CUMNOCK AND DOON VALLEY 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 

---



No. Name 

377 Kilbimie Rosebery 
Burns Club 

378 Edinburgh Dist. Bums 
Clubs Association 

387 Cambuslang Mary 
Campbell Bums Club 

392 Whiffiet Bunts Club 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 
Club 

Mem-
Inst. Fed. bers President 

1906 1927 90 Walter Menzies 

1925 1927 29 David Scobie 
Clubs 

1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie 

1920 1928 50 Hugh C. Johnston 

1928 192S 100 Mrs. Sheila 
Morrin 

Secretary 

Tom Smith, 17 Eastern Cres. 
Garden City, Kilbirnie 

G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Marionville Dr., Edinburgh 
EH? 6BW 

Mrs. M. Easton, 65 Trossachs 
Road, Cathkin, Rutherglen 

John A. W. Kirk, 8 Lugar 
Street, Coatbridge, Lanark-
shire ML5 

Mrs. Sally Knight, 17 Green· 
lea Road, Annan, Dum· 
friesshire 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) l S76 I 92S 35 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 'Restalrig,' 5 Grey
stone Avenue, Dumfries 
DGI lPE 

Burns Club, Dumfries 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 192S 192S 203 Peter Buchan John A. MacKinnon, Bank of 
Scotland House, Seaforth 
Street, Fraserburgh 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield 

417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

426 Sauchie Burns Club 

430 Gourock Burns Club 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars 
Ladies' Club 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns 
Club 

439 Barnsley and District 
Scottish Society 

443 Victoria (B.C.) Burns 
Club 

444 Swansea and West Wales 
Caledonian Society 

1822 1929 362 Alvin Hirst R. A. Coghill, 37 Norton 
Park View, Sheffield SS 
SGS 

1924 1929 100 J. L. Henderson Mrs. I. Smith, 9 Mount 
Road, Burnley, Lanes. 
BBll 2LE 

1929 1929 103 William Snaddon William Aitken, SS Gartmorn 
Rd., Sauchie, by Alloa 
Clackmannanshire FKIO 
3NX 

IS87 1929 150 William T. N. M. Conway, JO Cowal 
Baird View, Gou rock, lnver-

clyde PA19 I EX 

1929 1930 130 Mrs. Joyce J. Shaw, 34 Darent Ave., 
Murray Barrow in Furness 

1930 1930 100 Mrs. D. Kingstree Mrs. E. Kirkland, 17 Kirk-
owcns Street, Dumfries 
DGI 3DR 

1930 1930 44 J. A. McEwen I. Gibson, 147 Pogmoor Rd., 
Barnsley, S. Yorks. S70 6PT 

1922 1931 25 Miss Yvonne H. Hugh Ross, 1443 Jamaica, 
Stevenson Victoria, B.C., Canada 

1921 1931 70 Neil McGregor R. M. Forbes, 5 Woodlands 
Terrace, Swansea 
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YOU'RE ALWAYS WELCOME 
AT HIS TABLE. 

Dewar~ 
\\• 

DEWAR'S -
FIRST TO BOTTLE THE SPIRIT OF SCOTLAND 

ROBBIE BURNS ORIGINAL TABLE OWNED BY JOHN DEWAR & SONS LTD 



No. Name 

446 Herefordshire Burns 
Club 

454 Rotherham and District 
Scottish Association 

458 Stonehaven (Fatherland) 
Burns Club 

461 Leicester Cal. Society 

462 Cheltenham Scot. Soc. 

Mem
Inst. Fed. hers 

1910 1931 73 

1924 1931 56 

1926 1932 55 

President 

J. Pollock 

Mrs. Christine 
Barker 

W.R. Murray 

1877 1932 310 Mrs. R. Cassie 

1929 1932 166 Dr. T. Lawson 

Secretary 

W. A. Muir, 3 Orchard Close, 
Holmer, Hereford HR4 9QY 

Mrs. J. Jeavons, 36 Brun~wick 
Road, Rotherham, S. Yorks. 
S602RH 

Mrs. C. Dawson, 12 Cruden 
Terr., Stonehaven, Kin
cardineshire AB3 2LQ 

Mrs. J. M. Cutting, Glen
moray, 56 Dean Road West, 
Hinchley, Leics. LEIO IQB 

A. D. Blackie, 9 Tudor 
Lodge, The Park, Chelten
ham, Glos. 

469 Denny Cross Burns Club 1932 1932 38 George Watters W. Beveridge, 72 Little 
Denny Road, Denny, Stir
lingshire FK6 5A T 

470 St. Giles' Burns Club 

472 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 
Burns Clubs 

476 Border Cities Burns 
Club 

492 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

494 Motherwell United Ser-
vices Burns Club 

500 New Cumnock Burns 
Club 

501 Galt Burns Club 

503 Dunblane Burns Club 

510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 
Burns Club 

SI I Perth (West Australia) 
Burns Club 

516 Airts Burns Club, 
Prestonpans 

1924 1932 85 James Taylor 

1929 1932 11 R. Macfarlan 
Clubs 

1932 1933 89 James Clanachan 

1928 1934 370 Murray 
MacDougall 

1934 1934 100 Edward 
Morrison 

1923 1934 230 James H. 
McLatchie 

1907 1935 80 Tom Milne 

George Peterkin, 24 Pansport 
Road, Elgin, Moray IV30 
110 

James A. Baird, 4 Binnie St., 
Gourock, Renfrewshire 

Ronald Shields, 831 St. Marks, 
St. Clair Beach, Ontario, 
Canada N8N 2H6 

Mrs, J. Hogge, 2 Mentmore 
Close, Kenton, Middx. 
HA30EA 

James Williams, 97 Watling 
St., Motherwell MLI 3QN 

W. C. G. Pearson, M.A. 
124 Castle, New Cum
nock, Ayrshire KAIS 4AB 

Mrs. Greta Hanley, 448 
Waterloo St., Cambridge (P), 
Ontario, Canada N3H IN9 

1923 1935 20 James Glen T. M. Turnbull, The Royal 
Bank of Scotland Ltd., 
53A High Street., Dun
blane FK 15 OAT 

1935 1935 150 G. J. Ri.:har<ls A. Sindair. c/o I.C.I. 
Grangemouth Recreation 
Club. Earl's Road, Grange
rnouth, Stirlingshire FK3 
8XG 

1935 1935 50 Mrs. M. Howell Mrs. J. Russell, 56 Carcoola 
St., Nollamara, Perth 6061, 
West Australia 

1936 1959 50 George Carroll Walter M. Muir, 89 Gardiner 
Road. Prcst0npans, East 
Lothian FH32 9QR 
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The Burns House Museum, Mauchline, rescued from demolition 
and completely restored through the genorisity of Burns lovers 
all over the world, is now open for your inspection. 

In addition to many relics of the Poet and his works, there is on 
display a collection of 'Folk objects', furniture etc., illustrating 
the history and industry of Mauchline and district. One of the 
more recent and most valuable additions to the collection is a 
fichu or kerchief formerly the property of the Bonnie Lass o' 
Ballochmyle. The museum was able to obtain this beautiful relic 
through the generosity of the members of Mauchline Burns Club. 

Easter to September 30th-l lam to 5 pm-Sunday 2 to 5 pm. 

October to Easter open weekends only by arrangement 

Admission Adults 15p Children lOp 

Donations for the maintenance of this historic building will be 
gratefully received by the Secretary: 
William Bee, F.P.S., F.S.A. Scot., 5 Loudoun Street, Mauchline 



No. Name 

520 Uddingston Lochli<' 
Ladies' Burns Club 

523 Highland Soc. of New 
South Wales 

530 Southern Scot. Counties 
Bums Association 

534 Bedlington and District 
Bums Club 

535 Plymouth and District 
Caledonian Society 

536 Whithom and District 
Burns Club 

543 Abbey Craig Burns Club 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 

553 Wolverhampton and 
Dist. Cal. Society 

5SS Harrogate St. Andrew's 
Society 

SS6 Caledonian Society of 
Doncaster 

,\1em
lnst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

193S 1936 lS Mrs. E. Gilmour Mrs. Margaret McKellar, SO 

1877 1936 lSO David T. Kecrs 

1937 1937 23 W. McJannet, 
Clubs M.A.Comm. 

1934 1937 100 Dr. John Brown 

1927 1937 50 Mrs. A. Stewart 

1937 1937 so James Edgar 

193S 1938 94 J. Gordon 
Wemyss 

1894 1938 198 J. G. Dickson 

1934 1938 82 Lionel Robb 

1938 1938 120 Dr. W. Fowler 

1921 1938 280 Mrs. Kathryn 
Williamson 

1883 1938 75 Peter T. Swan 

Douglas Street, Viewpark, 
Uddingston, Glasgow G71 
SEA 

Maureen Thin Smith, c/o P.O. 
Box Cl 72, Clarence Street 
Post Office, Sydney, N.S.W. 
2000, Australia 

Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 Loch
side Rd., Lochsid~, Dumfries 
DG20EH 

W. D. Scott, 27 Hotspur Ave., 
Bedlington, Northumberland 
NE22 STD 

Miss E. Pay, 2S Waterloo 
Street, Stoke, Plymouth. 

William Rae, B.L., S8 George 
Street, Whithorn, Newton 
Stewart 

Robert G. Hynd, LL.B., 
N.P., 2 Victoria Place, 
Stirling FK8 2QX 

Archd. Jeffers, 3 Lulworth 
Garth, Whitkirk, Leeds IS 
West Yorks 

Mrs. Margaret J. Mcin
tosh, 'Moy', 7 Hay Brow 
Cres., Scalby Scarbor
ough, N. Yorkshire. 

J.B. Paterson, 8 Beech Gdns. 
Codsall, Wolverhampton 

Stanley G. Fairs, 14 Park 
Ave. Harrogate, N. Yorks 
HG29BQ 

Mrs. J. L. Muir, 3 Heather
bank Rd., Bessacarr, Don
caster DN4 6EH 

559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 214 Mrs. E. Salmon 
Society 

R. P. Davies, 17 Brayford 
Ave., Styvechale, Coven
try 

561 London (Ontario) Burns 1938 1939 
Club 

178 Dr. James Connor Dave Barclay, 14 Carey Cres., 
London, Ontario, Canada 
N6J 3T8 

S62 Castle Douglas Burns 
Club 

1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald John C. Stoddart, 9 Ernespie 

563 Norfolk Caledonian 
Society 

1934 1977 400 Walter Clark 

Road, Castle Douglas 

Mrs. V. M. Walker, S2A 
Portersficld Road, Norwich, 
Norfolk NOR 94F 
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VALE OF GARNOCK CRAFTS 

presents 

These beautiful sculptured figures are freestanding or mounted on 
polished wood bases. 

Boxed presentation set with Burns figures depicting Burns as the 
Ploughman, The Poet and the Mason. 

Also a box chess set, depicting Tam o' Shanter available from good gift 
shops or details from Vale of Garnock Crafts, 2 Dairy Road, Kilbirnie. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 189 John F. Miss May Dickie, Flat No. 
Club of Australia Campbell 8, 26 The Crescent, 

Dillon Manly, N.S.W. 2095, Aus-
tralia 

570 The Scottish Clans 1898 1939 350 L. H. Barnes W. P. Raff an, M.Sc., F.Inst.P., 
Assoc. of London, Ltd. 2 Erridge Rd., Merton Park, 

London, S.W. 19 

571 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 30 J. Graham R. M. Allen, 32 Greer Cres., 
Club McKelvie St. Albert, Alberta T8N ITS 

572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 85 J.E. McG. T. S. Lea, Kirkton House, 
Guthrie Hunter St., Chester CHI 2AS 

576 Fort Matilda Burns Club 1934 1940 40 Duga\d S. S. Dunbar, 'Maurken', 115 
Robertson Newark St., Greenock 

Renfrewshire 

578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 John Allan Mrs. Ann Pickering, 95 
Burns Clubs Clubs Dyfrig Street, Dykehead, 

Shotts 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 139 J. G. McLauchlan John Pope, 7 Hastie Avenue, 
Millport, Isle of Cumbrae 
KA28 OAS 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 37 Tom Myles John M. Simpson, 17 Glen-

Bums Club view, Cumbernauld, Glas-
gow 

585 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 130 John Watson William Wilson, 3 Ellisland 

Club Clarinda Burns Road, Busby, Renfrew-

Circle shire. 

589 Solway Burns Club 1921 1978 84 John TroddPn Revd. Peter W. Main, 6 
Fruids Park Avenue, 
Annan, Dumfriesshire 
DG126AY 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 50 S. C. Jamieson James L. Conn, 48 Houston 

Burns Club Cres., Dairy KA24 4BJ 

597 The Burns Society of the 1871 1944 160 Leslie D. Taggart Robert M. McKinnon, 8618-3 

Ci•y of New York Ave. Brooklyn, New York 
NY 1 !209 U.S.A. 

606 Corby Stewarts & Lloyds' 1944 1945 32 W. Montgomery, G. Garden, 6 Sturminster 

Burns Club J.P. Way, Corby, Northants 

612 Torrance Masonic Social 1928 1945 50 William Frew Fred C. Jordan, West Balgro-

and Burns Club chan Cottage, Torrance, nr. 
Glasgow 

618 Altrincham and Sale 1945 1945 50 Douglas Taylor, Mrs. C. M. Booth, 28 

Caledonian Society M.M. Meadway, High Lane, 
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 
8EG 
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BURNS' 
H 0 USE 
DUMFRIES 

OPEN: 

* 
Visitors to Dunifries 

should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, 

in which the Poet lived and died. 
The House is open to visitors and 

contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House 

is one minute's walk from St. 
Michael's Churchyard where the 

Poet is buried within the Bums 
Mausoleum. 

lst April or Good Friday (whichever is earlier) to 30th September 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 2-7 p.m. 
SUNDAYS 2 p.m.-7 p.m. 

lst October to 3lst March or the day before Good Friday (whichever is 
earlier) 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-noon, 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
SUNDAYS Closed 

Admission to House 
Adults 20p Children and Students lOp. 

'BURNS FAMILY TREE' 
Compiled by the late Tom McCrorie. 

On sale a t House. 



No. Name 
Mem

lnst. Fed. bers President 

626 Moffat and Dist. Burns 1946 1946 60 Charles Young 
Club 

627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 1889 1946 150 James Paterson 
Burns Club 

629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston 
Club 

630 Coalsnaughton Burns 1945 1946 150 David Love 
Club 

632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 104 Harry Bull 

637 Millheugh Burns Club 1941 1946 25 Wm. Mcintosh 

642 Rutherglen Burns Club 1975 1975 35 John Hill 

646 The Clear Winding 
Devon Alva Burns 
Club 

1946 1947 40 Jim Shires 

657 Fallin Gothenberg Burns 1947 1947 
Club 

660 Langholm Ladies' Burns 1947 1947 
Club 

661 Leamington and War- 1947 1947 
wick Caledonian Soc. 

663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 
Caledonian Society 

107 John Nicol 

49 Mrs. A. D. 
McBay 

85 Miss I. T. S. 
Henderson 

186 James Whyte 

664 West Kilbride Burns 
Club 

1947 1947 134 DuncanMunro 

665 Gartmorn Ladies' Burns 1947 1948 
Club 

671 St. Andrew's Cron!es 
Burns Club 

1947 1949 

49 Mrs. Nancy 
Cook 

150 Cr. John 
Kerr III 

679 Tullibody and Cambus 1947 1948 50 Tom Riddock 
Burns Club 

Secretary 

Mrs. N. Ure, 1 Rae Stree 
Moffat, Dumfrksshire 

John Kidd, Little Aldie, 
Fossoway, Kinross KY13 
7QJ 

T. A. Johnstone, 42 High S 
Sanquhar, Dumfriesshire 

Alex. B. Mclver, Harviestc 
Lodge, Dollar FKl4 7PY 

Mrs. Moira Nicholson, 5 
Mount Ave., Symington, 
Kilmarnock KAIS 5RU 

John Campbell, 26 Ashbu 
Loan, Meadowhill, Larkhi.. .. 
Lanarkshire 

Mrs. Anne M. Lockhart 
161 Galloway Drive, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 
4DG 

Mrs. Janet Snaddon, 44 
The Nebit, Alva, Clack
mannanshire FK12 5DH 

Jack Milroy, 28 Lamont 
Cres., Fallin, Stirlingshire 
FK7 7EJ 

Mrs. Elaine Anderson, 2 
Mary St., Langholm, 
Dumfriesshire DG 13 OAL 

Mrs. K. M. Ollett, 67 Kenil
worth Court, Warwick, Rd., 
Coventry CV3 6JA 

Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 70 
The Avenue, Oaktree Farm, 
St. Leonards, nr. Ringwood, 
Hants BH24 2RJ 

George R. Graham, 'Cir 
Mhor', 16 Well Street, 
West Kilbride, Ayrshire 
KA23 9EJ 

Mrs. J. Pert, 137 Main 
Street, Sauchie, Alloa, 
Clacks. FKIO 3JX 

Andrew Richmond, 26 Frew 
Terrace, Irvine KA12 9EA 

Alex Breen. 101 Carseview, 
Tullibody, Clacks FKIO SR2 
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eating . ... 

Grant Bros. (MEAT CANNERS) Ltd. 
RICHMOND BRIDGE, GALSTON KA4 8JU Tel: 0563 820401 

P.S. Available in 31b. catering cans too 
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No. Name 
Mem

Inst. Fed. bers President 

681 The Cronies Burns Club, 1948 1948 
Kilmarnock 

60 Mrs. Jean 
McMillan 

683 Stratford-upon-Avon 
and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

1947 1948 125 Robert Reekie 

688 Kirkcaldy Poosie Nansie 1939 1949 
Ladies' Burns Club 

30 Mrs. Hazel 
Weierter 

691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 150 Charles Morgan 

Secretary 

Mrs. Jean MacMillan, 43 
South Hamilton St., Kil
marnock KA I 2DT 

Mrs. A.K. Sinton, 36 
Blackthorn Road, Strat
ford-on-Avon Warwicks, 
CV37 6TJ 

Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger, 10 
Durham Cres., Lower Largo, 
Fife KY8 6DN 

D. F. MacDougall, Outlands 
l B Dores Road, Inverness 
IV2 4QX 

693 Masonic Burns Club, 1949 1949 77 Alwyn Gill A. J. C. Gaston, 41 Shilling-
Kirkcudbright hill, Kirkcudbright 

695 Kilmaronock Burns Club 1949 1949 
(Dunbartonshire) 

140 Andrew Forshaw Mrs. Ethel McGillivray, 
Whistlers Hill, Old School 
Rd., Gartocharn, by Alex
andria, Dunbartonshire 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 220 J. W. Dobbie 
Soc. of St. Andrew 

698 Turriff Burns Club 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt 

699 Choppington Burns Club 1948 1949 140 J. Brady 

701 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 54 Johnston 
Cummings 

706 North Lindsey Scots Soc. 1927 1949 120 Robert 
McDougall 

710 Burns Society of Toronto 1896 1970 Mrs. Helen Reid 

1 ll The Victorian Scottish 
Union 

1905 1950 30 Andrew 
SOC. McDonald 

718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 225 R. I. Cocker 
of York 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 130 D. A. lfocjge 
Scottish Society 

Miss Jessie H. Colville, 52 
Cauldwcll Lane, Whitley 
Bay, Tyne and Wear 

C. M. Angus, 9 Highfield 
Walk, Turriff ABS 7BS 

John E. Godden, 91 East 
Green, Choppington, North

umberland NE62 5SQ 

John Philliben, 6327 Cal
houn, Dearborn, Michi
gan, U.S.A. 48126 

1. Ferguson, 33 Mapletree 
Way. Scunthorpe, South 
Humberside DN16 I LN 

Mrs. Roberta Allan, 16A 
Elgin Street, Suite 330, 
Thornhill, Ontario, 
Canada L3T 4T4 

G. McNaughton, 301 Francis 
St.. Yarraville, Victoria 
Australia 3013 

Andrew Hounam, 23 Middle
thorpc Grove, York Y02 
2JW 

Miss E. R. Dick. 6 Burwood 
Ct., Goldlay Ave., Chelms
ford, Essex 
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Dean Castle 
Kilmarnock 

Former home of Robert Burns' friend, 

the Earl of Glencairn 

Open to general public Saturdays and Sundays 

May-September 

Weekdays 2-5 Saturday Sunday 12-5 

or to organised parties throughout the year 

admission free 

The Curator, Dick Institute, Kilmarnock KAI 38U 

(0563 26401) 



Mem· 
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers Presiden Secretary 

720 Relford and Dist. Cal. 1949 1950 100 Mrs. C. Irvine Mrs. D. I. Walker, The 
Society Coach House, Main St. 

Weston, Newark, Notts 
NG23 6SY 

721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 43 Mrs. Susan M. Joseph B. Main, 42 Clinton 
Club Hosking Ave, Lipson, Plymouth 

PL4 7HA 
723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 1920 1950 90 John McLintock, M. McKenzie, Francis Ville 

M.A., LLB. Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 
IV14 9AX 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 70 George Leathard Roy Ramage, 15 Glenwinne 
Road, Alva, Clacks. FKl2 
5NX 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 1950 1951 63 Tom Graham Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 
Elgar Rd., Burwood, Vic· 
toria, 3125, Australia 

727 The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 220 Hamish Barclay Zita Thomsen, 3 Mulvad, 
of Denmark 2800 Lyngby, Denmark 

730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 60 Gord0n S. Henry John C. Mcintyre, West 
Drummoddie, Newton 
Stewart, \Vigtownshire 

733 Aberdeen Burns Study 1951 1974 15 David Duncan R.H. Wat5on, 6 Derbeth 
Circle Cres., Aberdeen AB2 61.H 

740 Thorntree Mystic Burns 1949 1952 64 W.N. W. Muir, IOI High Street, 
Club Colquhoun Prestnnpans, East Lothian 

EH32 9AD 

743 The Romford Scottish 1931 1952 119 J.E. Chitty W. B. Walbce, 48 Melstock 
Association Ave., Upminstcr, E-;scx 

744 Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 182 Mrs. A. f. M. W . .I. B. Goodall, I Officials 
Society Clark Terr., Malton, Lanche'1er, 

Durham D117 OTH 

745 Northumberland and 1924 1952 380 II. Mc:Gc<'ch;rn A. C. McGregor, 38 Wark-
Durham Cal. Society worth Cres., Gosforth, 

Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
NE3 3JA. 

746 Grimsby and Dist. Cal. 1906 1952 114 Mrs. H. JI.fr-; . .I. Littic.j(1hn, .1X Hum-
Society Mac:Guirc berston 1'\sc .. Humber,ton, 

GrimJ>y 

748 Ouplaymuir Burns Clul"> 1936 1953 32 Edwin Lowe Prof. J. A. M. Inglis, 
B.D. M.A.,LL.B., Crioch, Up-

lawmoor, Glasgow G78 
4AB 

753 Westmorland St. Andrew 1938 1953 112 Gcorgc Li<;tcr JI.fr<;. H. A. Simpson, 18 
Society C(1ppcrficld Lane, Kendal, 

Cumbria LA9 6HD 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and 1951 1953 90 Thomas Duncan Maureen F. Forsyth, 64 
Dis!. Scottish Society Garstang Road West, 

Poulton-le-Fylde, Lanes 
FY67SN 
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Land O' Burns 
Centre Alloway 

This Visitor and Tourist Centre is located in the 

heart of Burns Country, opposite 'The Auld 

Haunted Kirk' where Tam o' Shanter roared on 

the cantrips of Cutty Sark, and five minutes walk 

from the Brig o' Doan where poor Maggie lost 

her tail. 
With such distinguished neighbours our Centre 

has to be something special, and it is. The Audio 

Visual Theatre with multi-screen projection offers 

an insight into the man Burns, poet, lover, farmer and father, in a 

programme which will make an excellent background for visits to the 

Burns Heritage Trail Sites. 

There is a souvenir shop offering the discerning visitor the best of 

Scottish craft, including exquisite jewellery, glass and pottery, leather 

and woollen goods and well stocked bookshelves. 

Set in beautiful landscaped gardens, there are ample car and coach 

car parks, with attractive picnic areas. 

Our staff will make you very welcome and treat you with a courtesy 

which will please you and they will thank you for calling, because our 

staff believe that the most important people at the Centre are you, our 

visitors. May we look forward to meeting you. 

THE CENTRE is OPEN 7 days a week all year round. 

HOURS: Oct-May 10 am-5 pm (7 days) 

June & Sept. 10 am-6 pm (7 days) 

July & August 10 am-9 pm Mon-Frid 

10 am-6 pm Sat & Sun 

Enquiries to the Manager: 
Mr. Tom Raffel at Alloway 43700 

Props: Kyle & Carrick District Council 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 

759 Sunderland and Dist. 1950 1953 
Caledonian Society 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 

768 Auchterderran Jolly 1912 1954 
Beggars Burns Club 

769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 
Club 

772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 

773 Cumnock Cronies Burns 1910 1954 
Club 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 
Scottish Society 

780 Isle of Man Cal. Soc. 1920 1955 

784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal. 1946 1955 
Society 

803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 
Club 

808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. 1956 1957 
Society 

809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 
Burns Club 

810 Thirty-seven Burns Club, 1957 1973 
Shotts 

811 Logangatc Burns Club 1957 1957 

812 St. Andrew Society of Hl86 1957 
Bradford 

813 Tranent '25' Ilurns Club 1892 1958 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 
Burns Club 

821 Ayr Masonic Burns Club 1919 1958 

Mem-
hers President 

68 A. Gibson 

120 T. Frew 

120 Thomas 
Mcintyre 

70 Alex Manson 

60 J. Milliken 

45 John Mccreadie 

80 A. McNaughton 

250 Mrs. Jean Bisset 

135 Jas. McFarlane 

164 Mrs. E. Watson 

60 Hugh Docherty 

70 Mrs. E. D. Kidd 

28 Norman Sheddon 

37 J. An:hibald 
Henderson 

70 David Clark 

134 J. Stuart 
Robertson 

46 Wiliiam 
Donaldson 

-10 William l\kK. 
llarrO\\man 

35 George G. Smith 

Secretary 

Mrs. L. A. Nicol, 49 Hipsburn 
Dr., Sunderland, Tyne-Wear 
SRJITY 

Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates 
Lane, Wrenthorpe, Wake
field WF2 ONY 

John Combe, 100 Carden 
Castle Park, Cardenden, Fife 
KY5 OE!l 

William M. Dawson, 9 Main 
St., Clackmannan FKIO 

Peter Hynd, 'Corrie,' 50 Ayr 
Road, Prestwick KA9 I RR 

S. Fitzsimmons, 15 Hearth 
Road, Cumnock 

B. W. Crosbie, 'Wood
lands', Stapleton Lane, 
Kirkby Mallory, Leicester 

Mrs. F. Wilson, Bridge Inn, 
North Quay, Douglas, Isle 
of Man 

Robert Donaldson, 2 Abbot
seat Road, Kelso TD5 7SL 

Mrs. B. Bayne, 56 San
dringham Road, Swindon, 
WiltsSN3 IHX 

James Ewan, 39 Kir!.;burn Dr., 
Cardenden, Fife K Y5 OJF 

F. Hiorns, 15 Maple.Ave., 
Hardwick Road, Pontcfract 
WF8 3QN 

Mrs. Helen Waddell, 58 
Alkrshaw Tower, Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire ML2 OLP 

TI10s. D. Campbell, 76 Dyfrig 
St. Shotts, Lanarkshire 
ML? 4DQ 

Walter Hall, 5 Paterson Ave. 
Logan, Cumnock, Ayrshire 
KAIS JllR 

Mrs. J. Robertson, Bur
nage, 172 Rhodesway, 
Bradford, W. Yorkshire 
BDSODB 

Akxandcr l\lcNcill, 36 Muir
park Rd .. Trancnt, East 
Lothian Uf33 !AT 

L\\en C. 1-l:iir. llriardale. 
Haugh Road. Dalbcattic, 
Kirkwdbrightshirc 
DCiS -IAR 

Jam..:' l\kl.ie,fi. Barngwc 
hm11. c ... , l!<'n. b\· ,\\r 
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EXQUISITELY 
ENGRAVED 

Flatware and Holloware 
In Silver Plate-Guaranteed 
a l1fetrnie (Sterling Silver, 

Gold Plate to special order) 
Based on a Scottish design 
almost 300 years old, hand 

produced to grve a quality of 

214 

finish whrch those who 
wish only che best 

will apprec.1ate 

Full colour 

Available with brochure with prices 
CLAN CREST and availability from:-

BAOGES---Cameron Mac Rae-Art Ltd .. 
Campbell. MacOonal,d, 20 Kirkv1ew Crescent. 
Macleod and Septs. Newton Mearns, 
-othe rs according to Strathclyde G77 500, 

d~mand, or the THISTLE Scotland . 

motif. Also available M R· 
wrth the " AYRSHIRE" ac ae-Art of Scotland, 

theme only. C~vf\Oj PO Box 844, 
\~ill_~!~111lP.'I Mdd1son Square Station. 

-------~~ New York, NY 10159, USA. 



No. Name Inst. Fed. 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 
Society 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 
and West Perthshire 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 
Burns Club, Edinburgh 

831 lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 
Club 

834 St Andrew's Society 1960 1959 
(Altrincham, Sale and 
District) 

839 Coldstream 1888 1961 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 1955 1961 
Montreal, Canada 

842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' Burns 1932 1961 
Club, Hamilton, Ont., 
Canada 

845 Tam o' Shanter, 1959 196l 
Coventry 

850 Dollar Masoni..: Burns 1961 1977 
Club 

851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 1962 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 1960 1963 
Irvine 

860 Southland Burns Club, 1962 1963 
New Zealand 

861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 1948 1963 

862 Market Rascn Scottish 1960 1963 
Association 

864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 
Tasmania 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1%3 
Club 

866 Heanor an,l Dist. Cal. 1955 1963 
Society 

Mem-
hers President 

80 James Walker 

29 Tom Riddock 
Clubs 

30 Mary Aytoun, 
M.B.E. 

32 Robert Kirk 

186 Mrs. Margaret 
Gillespie 

118 J. M. Davidson, 
B.Sc. 

160 Jamt:s Murray 

65 John Little 

1900 George Mudie 

100 Alex Galloway 

36 F.T. Hogsdcn 

137 Dr. Montgomery 

50 G. M. Mclennan 

60 Mrs. M. Eminson 

110 E. A. Gass 

40 F.D.J. Taylor 

32 William Young 

56 1. s. 
Strathearn 

Secretary 

Mrs. J.M. J. Walkc1. 9 
Hathcrsage Walk, Oak Tree 
Lane, Mansticld, Notts 
NGl8 30X 

Alex. B. Mciver, Esq., Har
vieston Lodge, Dollar, 
Clacks FK14 7PY 

Miss Mary Aytoun, M.B.E. 
31 Willowbrae Avenue, 
Edinburgh 

Ian Rennie, Police Station, 
lochgoilhead, Argyll PA.24 

R. Allen, 14 Greenhill Road, 
Timper Icy, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA 15 7BQ 

William Jackson, Homestead, 
Hirsd, Coldstrcam, Berwick
shirc TD12 4LW 

Richard Jewkes, 7215 Boyer 
St., Montrt:al, Quebec, 
Canada. H2R 2R6 

Miss Jessie Brooks, 19 
Fraser Ave., Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada L8N 4G6 

Jas. McCaw, Tam o. Shanter 
Club, Hert ford Pl., Coventry, 
Warwickshire CV! 3JZ 
Akx. B. Mciver, P.M., 
Harvie>ton Lodge, Dollar 
Mrs. S. Little, 1/4 More-

land Road, Mt. Albert, 
Auckland, New Zealand 

S. Rob.:rtson, Eglinton Arms 
Hotel, High Street, Irvine 

G. M. Mclennan, PO Bux 
1236, lmercargill, New 
Zealand 

Mrs. E. Clarkson, 4 Dene 
Close, Waterloo Lane, 
Skdlingthorpc, Lincoln 

LN6 OSU 
C. B. Grant, Glebe Farm, 
Swinhope, Bin brook, 
Lim:s. LN3 6HT 

!\1rs. Eris Tunbridge, 143 
DaviJ St., East Devonport, 
T.ismama, Australia 7310 

J. T (jrahatmlaw, 8 The Brae 
Camhu,harron, Stirling 

J. S. Bennett, 6 Groome 
Ave., Loscoc, Derbyshire 
DE77RR 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit to the 
Tam O' Shanter Inn. This historic building the starting 
point of 'Tam's' immortal ride to Alloway Kirk is now 
open to the public as a Museum, containing many in
teresting exhibits connected with Robert Burns and his epic 

story of 'Tam O'Shanter'. 

Open daily (except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a .m . to 5.30 p.m . 

October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m . till S p.m. 

Admission: Adults 30p School Children I Sp 



No. Name 
Mem

Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. of 1962 1964 
Massachusetts 

175 Mrs.DoraGarner Miss Margaret Laird, 189 
Forest Street, Arlington, 
Massachw;sctts 02174, 

872 East Midland's Assoc. of 1949 1964 
Scottish Socs. 

874 TheMasonicClubBurns 1963 1964 
Club, Melbourne 

8 
Socs. 

27 Chieftain Jim 
Watson 

878 WorksopBurnsandCal. 1965 1965 150 ArchieYoung 
Club 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. Soc. 1960 1965 150 Mrs. Jean Pine 

881 Rugeley and Dist. Burns 1966 1966 50 R. Cochrane 
Club 

882 Canberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 850 Ronald K. 
and Burns Club Drummond 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1967 35 John Arnold 
Caledonian Society 

888 Vancouver Burns Club 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie Jean' 1959 1967 25 H. Lennox 
Burns Club 

890 The Wollongong Burns 1966 1967 35 William C. 
Society Scott 

892 Ayrshire Metai Products 1966 1968 40 John Miller 
Burns Club 

893 North Bay Burns Club, 1968 1967 46 Margaret Craig 
Ontario 

894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 1967 1968 60 W. A. Riddell 
Society 

U.S.A. 
J. R. Steele, II Ruskin 
Ave., Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 3EQ 

W. Burns-Peat, 10 Kingsclere 
St., Vermont, Melbourne 
3133, Australia 

T. H. English, 166 Raymoth 
Lane, Worksop, Notts. 

S81 7DY 
Robert Pine, Alpin House, 
4 West Grove Road, 
Harrogate, N. Yorks HGl 
2AD 

P. Arkell, 5 Maddon Close, 
Brereton, Rugeley, Staffs. 
WS15 lBQ 

Charles C. Taylor, P.O. 
Box 69, Kingston, Can
berra A.C.T. 2064, Aus
tralia 

Angus McLarty, 5 Vicarage 
Lane, Beckingham, Nr. Don
caster, S. Yorks DNlO 4PN 

G. Smith, 3081 East lst 
Ave., Vancouver, B.C., 
V5M IB3, Canada 

Ian Hutchison, 60 Donaldson 
St., Burnbank, Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire ML3 ONS 

L. M. Chirnside, 5/1 Myuna 
Way, Mangerton Wollon
gong, N.S.W., Australia2500 

John Taylor, 30 Ford Ave., 
Dreghorn, Irvine, Ayrshire 
KA114BW 
Mrs. Betty Goulard, Apt. 
509-392 Airport Road, 
North Bay, Ontario, 
Canada PIB8Xl 

Mrs. B. Rankine, 21 Bever
ley Rd., South Cave, 
Brough, North Humber
side 

895 Westerton Arms Burns 
Club 

1968 1968 40 J.M. Johnston Thomas Heggie, 20 Strath-

896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 

allan Road, Bridge of Allan, 
Stirlingshire FK9 4BS 

1957 1968 40 Gordon J. Bowie John T. Kidd, PO Box 647, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
W.A. 
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SPECIALISE 
ON BURNS 

The specialists name for beer 



No. Name 

897 Glenbervie Burns 
Memorials Assoc. 

898 Peterlee and Dist. Cal. 
Society 

Inst. Fed. 

1947 1969 

1954 1969 

Mem-
hers President 

20 L. R. Burness 
FRGSF.S.A. 
(Scot) 

30 Mrs. A. Walton 

900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 1968 1970 31 Mrs.HelenP.R. 
McMillan 

901 Cramlington Burns Club 1970 1970 30 Leslie Miller 

902 Newmarket Burns Club 1959 1970 35 Wm. Muirhead 

905 Keighley and Dist. Cal. 1971 1971 97 Bill Robertson 
Society 

907 Stonehouse Burns Club 1971 1971 44 Matthew Steel 

908 'Brithers Be' Burns Club 1971 1971 30 Mrs. N. Mabon 

911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 George Simpson 

914 Ipswich and West More- 1903 1972 21 A. M. W. Keddie 
ton Cal. Soc. and Burns 
Club 

915 Canterbury Burns Club 
(Inc) 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Burns 
Club 

917 Scottish Presidents' 
Assoc. 

918 Dover and East Kent 
Scottish Society 

919 Orange and District 
Scottish Assoc. 

920 Trysting Thorn Bums 
Club 

921 Northern Scottish 
Counties Assoc. of 
Burns Clubs 

1971 1972 130 P. W. Vinnell 

1964 1972 75 Bill Moonie 

1958 1972 130 Russell W. 
Taylor 

1887 1973 156 Mrs. Dorothy 
MacFarlane 

1944 1973 140 J. Heron 

1971 1973 50 James Cowan 

1972 1973 36 William R. 
Murray, M.A. 

Secretary 

R. H. Watson, 6 Derbeth 
Cres., Mastrick, Aberdeen 
AB26LH 

Mrs. A. Rogers, 50 Wester-
morland Rise, Peterlee, Co. 
Durham SR8 2EW 

William Morrison, 19 
Campbell Street, New
milns, Ayrshire KA16 
6DU 

Peter Currie, 13 Melling Rd., 
Cramlington, Northumber
land 

Alex. Corbett, 25 Manor St., 
Falkirk FKl lNH 

L. Greaves, The Hallows, 
Shann Park, Keighley, W. 
Yorks. 

George Mcinnes, 100 Cam
nethan St., Stonehouse, 
Lanarkshire ML9 3NE 

Mrs. Jessie Fulton, 14 Mauch
line Rd., Hurlford, Kil
marnock KAI SAD 

George Simpson, 13 
Weaver Row, St. Ninians, 
Stirling FK7 9AS 

Mrs. Ann Keddie, 76 
Diamond St., River View, 
Ipswich 4304, Queensland, 
Australia 

Mrs. Wyn Kennedy, 398 
Gloucester St., Christchurch 
l, New Zealand 

Eustace Senior, 21 Corberry 
Avenue, Dumfries DG27QH 

Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 
Lea Road, Gainsborough, 
Lines DN21 IAN 

Major James MacFarlane, 
M.C. (Retd.), 169 Elms Vale 
Road, Dover, Kent CT17 
9PW 

Miss W. Wright, P.O. Box 
497, Orange, N.S.W., 
Australia 2800 

John Prott, 8 Hannahston 
Ave., Drongan, Ayrshire 

Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's 
Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 
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No. Name 

922 The Cl umber Burns Club 

'.123 Old Manor Burns Club, 
Bridge of Allan 

924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 
Branch) Bums Club 

925 Laurieston Bums Club 

926 Rosamond Burns Club, 
Gretna Green 

927 The Tarbolton Club 
Edmonton 

929 Bathgate 'Jolly Beggars' 
Bums Club 

930 The Wheatsheaf Burns 
Club, Falkirk 

931 Beith Caledonia Burns 
Club 

933 Busbiehill Burns Club 

934 Manama Cal. Society 

Mem-
Inst. Fed. hers President Secretary 

1973 1973 10 L. Reid L. Jeavons, 36 Brunswick Rd., 
Broom Valley, Rotherham, 
S. Yorks S60 2RH 

1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay James Boyle, 28 Cawder Rd., 
Bridge of Allan, Stirlingshire 

1939 1973 49 James McKenzie John H. Winning, 4 Hill-
view Ave., Dumfries DGI 
4DY 

1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter, 'Cromdale,' 66 
Redding Rd., Laurieston, 
Falkirk FK2 9JU 

1973 1974 33 Norman Shearer Mrs. Hilda Faulder, Oak 

1967 1974 16 W. B. Gibson 

1974 1974 36 John Mackay 

1974 1974 70 K. McLeod 

Bank, Longtown, Carlisle, 
Cumbria CA6 5NA 
Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer 
Cres., St. Albert, Alberta, 
Canada T8N ITS 

Wm. Hamilton, 36 March
wood Cres., Bathgate, West 
Lothian EH48 IRA 

T. Weir, 46 Bantaskine Drive, 
Falkirk, Stirlingshire 
FKI 5HS 

1974 1974 35 Harry Johnstone Jane G. Hannah, 84 Black-

1974 1974 47 Felix Todd 

Jands Cresc., Kilwinning, 
Ayrshire 

James F. Craig, 9 Parkhill 
Ave., Crosshouse, Kilmar
nock KA20JF 

1956 1975 197 J. Fraser Anderson Mrs. M. S. Cunningham, c/o 
P.O. Box 210, Bahrain, 
Arabian Gulf 

935 Torbrex Inn Burns Club 1975 1975 45 George Simpson James Kinnear, 5 Donaldso'll 
Place, Cambusbarron, Stir
ling FK7 4EN 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns Club 1975 1975 

937 East Kilbride Burns Club 1973 1975 

939 Griffin Burns Club, 1975 1975 
Gartcosh 

940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 1948 1975 
Society 

941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1975 
San Diego 

68 Mrs. Margaret 
Cook 

180 Ian A. 
Mac Pherson 

120 George Smith 

Mrs. Netta Fraser, 58 Ful
larton Ave., Dundonald, 
by Kilmarnock KA2 9DZ 

Mrs. Catherine H. Murray, 
East Kilbride Development 
Corpn., Atholl Holt'·~. East 
Kilbride 

William Adair, 36 Woodlands 
Ave., Mount Ellen,Gartcosh, 
Glasgow Gf.9 8BT 

90 Gordon L. Gow Capt. Donald Macarthur, 
Garbhein, 5 Westaway Dr., 

23 Thomas 
McDowell 

Hakin, Milford Haven 
James Marshall, 3672 Kalmia 

St., San Diego, CA 92104, 
U.S.A. 
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CELTIC LANDSCAPES 

1 

The CELTIC LANDSCAPE range of SILK SCARVES by FRANCES 
SANDERSON is the AWARD winning design of the 1980 SOUVENIR OF 
SCOTLAND competition. EACH SCARF is hand printed and measures 

APPROX. 10 in by 45 in. 
There is a choice of three beautiful colours: 
No. 1 print honey tan, No.2 print old rose, No. 3 print blue mist. You can 
buy these SCARVES singly at £6.50 or in a set of three at the special price 

of£17. 
All prices inclusive of postage and V.A. T. 
Orders sent by return. Refund guarantee. 

Cheques, P. O's to : 
FRANCES SANDER~ON 
SWOR DALE COTTAGES, EVANTON, 
ROSS-SHIRE IV16 9XA 



No. Name 
Mem

lnst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

942 Easthouses Miners Wei- 1973 1975 
fare Burns Club 

21 David Campbell Thomas N. Conlan, 12 
Rowantree Rd., Mayfield, 
Dalkeith, Midlothian EH22 

943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 
Paisley 

945 Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 
Highland Society 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 

57 Donald Grant 

50 Wm. Williamson 

30 David Medlen 

20 Jack Whyte 

5ER 
Graham Harley, 4 Strathmore 
Avenue, Beverley High Rd., 
Hull HU6 7HJ, Humberside 

James Fisher, 5 New lnchin
nan Road, Paisley, Renfrew
shire 

Mrs. E. J. Medlen, 34 Thorpe 
Lane, Almondbury, Hud
dersfield, Yorkshire HD5 
8TA 

Andy Hay, 2 Brandy Lane, 
10401-19 Street S.W., Cal
gary, Alberta, Canada 
T2W 3E7 

947 John Cairney Burns 
Club 

1976 1976 25 John Cairney Clare Brotherwood, 74 
Dalston Rd., Carlisle, 
Cumbria C42 SAY 

948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
Masonic Burns Club 

1975 1976 56 George Tedford Hugh Murray, 23 Mc-
Dowall Ave., Ardrossan, 
Ayrshire KA22 7 AJ 

949 Fir Park Club, Burns 
Section 

1976 1976 29 J. F. Good A. Carbray, 78 Shields Drive, 

950 Drumoyne Burns Club 1932 1976 215 Robert Newton 

951 Birnbeck Burns Club, 1975 1976 106 Bill Le Breton 
Weston--s-Mare 

952 Guildford and District 
Scottish Society 

954 Newton Burns Club, 
Ayr 

955 Gartwhinzean Burns 
Club 

1954 1976 

1963 1977 

1968 1977 

]]8 Rt. Hon. Lord 
Hamilton of 
Dalzell, M.C. 

50 William Paterson 

148 James King 

956 Nantwich and District 
Scottish Society 

1958 1977 94 W. A. Airth 

957 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 - Mrs. I. Clayton 

958 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 1977 
271, Toledo, Ohio 

80 James I. 
Cramrnond,Jr. 

959 Bangkok St. Andrew Soc. 1977 22 Ian Fleming 

Motherwell MLI 2DX 

Mrs. N. Cockie, 60 Noble St., 
Fivedock, Sydney, N.S.W., 
2046, Australia 

Stan Chivers, 33 Upper 
Church Rd.,Weston-s-Mare, 
Avon BS23 2DX 

Mrs. Mary E. Gardner, 29 
Cranley Road, Guildford, 
Surrey Gut 2JE 

George Baird, 8 The Mount, 
Belmont, Ayr KA7 3RT 

Henry S. Kinnaird, Middle-
ton of Aldie, Fossoway, 
Kinross KY13 7QJ 

Mrs. G. F. Staples, 'Orcadia,' 
8 Westfield Dr., Westaston, 
Crewe, Cheshire CW2 SES 

Kenneth E. McCartney, 827 
Continental Blvd., Toledo, 

J. R.Lumsden, The Chartered 
Bank, P.O. Box 320, Bang
kok, Thailand 
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It brings 
bac]{ 

Saturday 
• opening. 

You can use your Keycard when the bank 
is open. you can use it when the bank is closed. 

At all times you'll be able to get your 
money-or a note of your balance, simply and 
totally without fuss. 

Have a chat about Keycard at your 
nearest Bank of Scotland branch, whether 
you're a customer or not 

...... :-

~ a~.-.··.•.••.••.~.·~······s··.·.·~.~.-.-~.··.·~.··.··.··.~.·~.~.•.·.·· .. ·~.•·.··.·~.··.··.····.·········.·~··~~~ ~ ~~ .. ~~~~~~~~~~ 

JAJIES ~; GRANT 
C~ ffi,nj~ · .. ~ · Card Number Expires lasl day Of 

~pHQ.oPo 0 I 2 '3 4 5 6 E JAN 83 

It opens the bank 
when you want it to open. 1aaA 



No. Name 

960 St. Andrew Society of 
Hobart 

961 Larkhall Burns Club 

962 Caledonian Society of 
Pretoria 

963 Cotgrave Burns Club 

Mem
lnst. Fed. bers President 

1960 1977 110 Jock Cornelius 

1977 1977 W. Scott 

1892 1977 200 Peter Millar 

Secretary 

George Livingstone, 13 
McGuinness Cres., Lenah 
Valley, Hobart, Tasmania, 
Australia 7008 

Mrs. Agnes Scott, 38 
Beaton Street, Larkhall 
ML9 IDF 

Mrs. Rosemary Millar, 
P.O. Box 971, Pretoria, 
Republic of South Africa 

1977 1977 100 L. Douglas William Easson, 26 Cross-
hill, Cotgrave, Notts. 
NGl2 

964 The Gambia Caledonian 1954 1977 100 
Society 

Miss Blyth Brown Mrs. Mavis Pyne, Medical 
Research Council, Labora
tories, Fajark, Nr. Banjul, 
The Gambia 

965 Royal Caledonian Soc. 1977 
of S. Australia 

966 Clan Rose Society of 
America 

967 Earlsferry Burns Club 

968 Warrnambool and Dis!. 
Caledonian Society 

969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
Society 

1970 1977 142 Howard G. Welch 

1975 1977 30 John F. 

1977 

1977 

Robertson 

Graham Watt, 
B.Sc. 

R. M. Verrall, 7 Warrego 
Cres. Linden Park, South 
Australia 5065 

Robert S. Rose, Jr., 298 
S.E. 6th Ave., Pompano 
Beach Fla., 33060 U.S.A. 

G. Walsh, Earlscross, Earls
ferry, Elie, Fife 

Ian M. Duthie, 5 Rathborn 
Gro., Salendine Nood, 
Huddersfield 

970 Dairy Bowling Club 
Bums Club 

1962 1977 50 George A. Garrett John M. McNab, 45 Burn-
house Ave., Dairy, Ayrshire 

Marion M. Dodd, 19A 
Westgate 

971 North Berwick Burns 
Club 

1899 1978 130 Jim Hall 

972 Don Valley Caledonian 
Society 

1971 1978 

973 Salsburgh Miners Burns 1978 1978 
Club 

90 Peter Patrick 

30 Henry Leckie 

Mrs. M. Tait, 'Ar Tigh', 81 
Chequer Rd., Doncaster 
DNl 2AN 

Robert Gardner, 58 Carvale 
Ave., Salsburgh, Shotts 
ML74NQ 

974 Elliot Lake Burns Club 1978 1978 62 John G. Chalmers D. Morrison, 388 Valley 

975 Scots Burns Club of 
West Australia 

976 Hopetoun Laddies Burns 
Club 

977 Whyalla St. Andrew 
Society 

978 Burns Appreciation 
Society of Dickeyville 

1978 1978 12 David Findlay 

1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry 

Cres., Elliot Lake, Ont., 
Canada P5A 2G7 

G. Findlay, 267 Shepperton 
Rd., East Victoria Park, 6101 
W. Australia 

C. Young, 45 George Cres., 
Ormiston, East Lothian 

1974 1978 100 Tom McSeveny T. McKechnie, 4 Nelson St., 
Whyalla Stuart, 5608 S. 
Australia 

Colin McKechnie, 5111 
Witheredsville Rd., Balti
more, Maryland 21207, 
U.S.A. 225 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Bums Association who manage 
the Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the 
upkeep of the ten houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting 
are adding to their costs and they ask you to keep this fact in mind. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to: 

Scott I. Galt, LLB., Secretary and Treasurer, 
157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. hers President 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 52 Jimmy Allen 
Willies' Burns Club 

980 Niagara Falls Bums Club 1926 1979 22 Alex Crawley 

981 Berkshire Burns Club, 
Massachusetts 

982 Garnock Burns Club 

983 Montreal General Hos
pital Burns Society 

984 MacQuarrie-Stewart 
Burns Club 

985 New Galloway Burns 
Masonic Club 

986 Robert Burns Society 
of Annapolis, Ltd. 

987 Hull Scots Society of 
St. Andrew 

988 Darvel Burns Club 

989 Holt Hill Burns Club 

990 Auldgirth Burns Club 

991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 

992 Marchbank Burns Club 

993 Cambusbarron Social 
Club 

994 Robert Burns Society of 
the Midlands 
Columbia 

995 Drongan and District 
Working Mens Burns 
Club 

996 Lodge St. Andrew, 
Kilmarnock 

997 Caledonian Society of 
Holland (Lincolnshire) 

1978 1979 50 Kergan J. 
Davidson 

1868 1979 32 W. Johnston 

1961 1979 19 Ross Ogilvy Hill 

1979 1979 68 H. Stewart 

1979 1979 44 Leslie A. Young 

1978 1979 235 James Dunbar 
Mac Pherson 

1910 1979 169 J. G. Brown 

1959 1979 83 Alex Rankin 

1979 Keith Cleary 

1972 1979 40 RichardWismach 

1967 1979 W. J. Docherty 

1959 1980 46 John Fraser 

1956 1980 1000 George Smart 

1978 1980 120 JoeT. Jenkinson 
Strachan 

1950 1980 70 Hugh McKirdy 

1771 1980 J. Cumisky 

1980 Edward Harrison 

Secretary 

W. Alexander, 1 Bingham 
Place, Edinburgh EH15 3JD 

Mrs. Norma Martin, 7160 
Waters Ave., Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, Canada 
L2G 5X6 

Heydon A. Moore, 154 
Vining Hill Rd., South
wick, Mass., U.S.A. 01077 

W. A. Law, 2A Ladysmith 
Road, Kilbirnie 

S. G. Maclsaac, Department 
of Urology, 1650 Cedar Ave., 
Montreal H3G 1A4, Quebec, 
Canada 

E. Mccolgan, c/o 17 Callis
temon Close, Epping, 
N.S.W., Australia 2121 

G. Lindsay, Mansefield 
House, St. Mary Street, 
Kirkcudbright DG6 4EL 

Louis B. Mccaslin, Jr., 466 
Century Vista Dr., Arnold, 
Maryland, U.S.A. 21012 

Mrs. C. D. H. Brown, 31 
Dunvegan Rd., Hull HUS 
9JD 

~. ndrew Kirk, 46 John 
Morton Cres., Darvel 

Mrs. F. Graham, 29 Carlaw 
Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, 
Merseyside 

Alex Cranstoun, Smithtown, 
Kirkmahoe, Dumfries DGl 
ITE 

Trevor Jones, 24 Trafalgar 
Street, Glenfield, Sydney, 
N.S. W. Australia 2167 

Robert Sutherland, 4 Del
haig, Gorgie Road, Edin· 
burgh EH l l 4EQ 

Mrs. Greta McAllister, 16 
Bruce Terrace, Cambus
barron, Stirling 

Mrs. E. Rowland, 1442 
Laburnum Drive, Colum
bia, S.C. U.S.A. 29205 

David Hodge, 71 Bonnyton 
Ave., Drongan, Ayrshire 
KA67DG 

R. Ghee, Inglewood, Moscow, 
Ayrshire 

Mrs. M. MacKellar, 43 Gros
venor Road, Frampton, 
Lincolnshire 
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SCOTTISH NATIONAL DICTIONARY 

This monumental work, completed in 1976, records in 

10 Volumes the Scots language as it has been spoken 

and written since 1700. Its vocabulary covers every 

facet of Scottish life and history in that time and it 

serves as a key to the work of Burns, Scott, and our 

leading Scottish writers. 
Price £450 + p&p. 

CONCISE SCOTS DICTIONARY 
In 1975 work was started on a one volume dictionary of 

Scots for both the general reader and the scholar. It is 

based on the Scottish National Dictionary and the 

Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue and therefore 

covers the period from 1200 till now. About three 

quarters of the editing has been completed from the 

Association's own funds, but with inflation, at least 

£50,000 is our Appeal Target to finish the editing by 

1983. 

We ask for YOUR help for this important work for all 

interested in Scots. Please send your donation or write 

for further information to: -

The Scottish National Dictionary Association Ltd., 
27 George Square, 
Edinburgh EHB 9LD 



1Vo. Name 
Mem

lnsl. Fed. bers 

998 Eyemouth Clachan 1959 1980 32 
Burns Club 

999 Dumfries & District 1952 1980 27 
Round Table Burns 
Club 

1000 United Glass Jolly Beg- 1977 1980 20 
gars Burns Club 

1001 Mystic Highland Pipe 1980 1981 12 
Band Burns Club 

1002 McQuarrie Fields Scot- 1980 1981 70 
tish Club 

1003 Whiteadder Burns Club 1952 1981 58 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 1981 1981 10 
Burns Club 

President 

Henry Collin 

D. M. Thomson 

H. Stewart 

Brian D. Rogers 

J. Sutherland 

F. C. Fairbairn 

Peter Morton 

Secretary 

Thomas Wilson, SA Paxton 
Terrace, Eyemouth, Ber
wickshire 

W. Hunt, 52 Calside Road, 
Dumfries. 

John Marr, 34 Nevis 
Cres.,Alva, Clacks. 

Charles R. Cyr, 60 Elm St., 
Stonington, Connecticut, 
lJ.S.A. 06278 

J. Mi:Dougall, 6 Sulman 
Road, Cabramatta, 
N.S.W., Australia 

S. Davidson, 24 North 
Road, Berwick on Tweed 

George Mcculloch, Jnr., 
Auchenlarie Holiday 
Farm, Gatehoue of Fleet 
DG7 2EX. 
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A Complete 
Word and Phrase 

CONCORDANCE 

to the Poems and Songs of 

ROBERT BURNS 
By J. B. Reid, M.A. 

This massive Concordance was originally published late in the 19th 
century. It contains over 11,400 words and 52,000 quotations, and has an 
extensive index of titles and first lines. 

With over six hundred distinct pieces in the Poems and Songs, there is 
much difficulty in verifying a quotation, finding a phrase, a happy expres
sion, or the exact words of a passage. The merits of this valuable Glossary 
will therefore be readily discernible. 

The late Mr. J. F. T. Thomson, M.A., F.L.A., formerly Secretary of the 
Burns Federation, was good enough to write to us: 'The work is indeed 
difficult to obtain on the second-hand market. It has never been reprinted 
and the time is long overdue for a reprint.' 

10 Vi'' x 7 v.''. 570 pp. Strongly bound in cloth. 
Edition limited to 975 copies. £12 plus postage £1.50. To be published 
Autumn 1981. 

Please order through any bookseller or from 

CHARLES SKILTON LTD 

2, 3 & 4 Abbeymount, Edinburgh 8 

Tel. (031) 661 9339 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 

543 Abbey Craig 933 Busbiehill 
40 Aberdeen 946. Calgary 

733 ----Burns Study Circle 991 Cabra Vale 
20 Airdrie 4 Callander 

516 Airts Burns Club 993 Cambusbarron 
944 Alamo, Paisley 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 

2 Alexandria 882 Canberra Highland Society 
809 Allanton J oily Beggars 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 
252 Alloway 562 Castle Douglas 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 365 Catrine 
393 Annan Ladies 719 Chelmsford 
986 Annapolis 462 Cheltenham 

82 Arbroath 572 Chester Caledonian Association 
238 Atlanta 11 Chesterfield 
768 Auchterderran J oily Beggars 699 Choppington 
851 Auckland Burns Association 966 Clan Rose 
990 Auldgirth 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 
566 Australia, Scottish Society of 922 Clumber Burns Club 
275 Ayr 630 Coalsnaughton 
821 Ayr Masonic 839 Coldstream 
192 Ayrshire Association 994 Columbia 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 606 Corby 
340 Balerno 963 Cotgrave 
959 Bangkok 559 Coventry 
439 Barnsley 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 
593 Barrmill J oily Beggars 901 Cramlington 
363 Barrow 581 Cumbernauld 
929 Bathgate J oily Beggars 580 Cum brae 
534 Bedlington and District 45 Cumnock 
931 Beith Caledonia 773 ----Cronies 

15 Belfast 62 Cu par 
725 BenCleuch 818 Dalbeattie and District 
981 Berkshire, Mass. 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 35 Dairy 
167 Birmingham 970 Dairy Bowling 
951 Birnbeck 158 Darlington 

95 Bolton 988 Darvel 
476 Border Cities (Ontario) 469 Denny Cross 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 55 Derby 
663 Bournemouth 701 Detriot 
803 Bowhill People's Club 978 Dickeyville 
812 Bradford 37 Dollar 
49 Bridget on 850 Dollar Masonic 

401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 972 Don Valley 
120 Bristol 556 Doncaster 
908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 918 Dover and E. Kent 

356 Burn bank 995 Drongan 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 950 Drumoyne 
417 Burnley 10 Dumbarton 
112 Burns Howff 226 Dumfries 
597 Burns Society of the City of 999 Dumfries Round Table 

New York 437 Dumfries Ladies No. I 
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No. No. 

503 Dunblane 239 Ha wick 
14 Dundee 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 446 Herdfordshire 
69 Dunedin N.Z. 960 Hobart 
85 Dunfermline 916 Hole i' the Wa' 

744 Durham Caledonian Society 989 Holt Hill 
967 Earlsferry 976 Hopetoun Laddies 
937 East Kilbride 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 969 Huddersfield 
942 Easthouses 987 Hull 

22 Edinburgh 943 Humberside 
307 ----Ayrshire Association 510 l.C.I. Grangemouth 
825 ----Clarinda Ladies Burns 691 Inverness 

Club 914 Ipswich and West Moreton 
378 ----District Association 173 Irvine 
571 Edmonton 859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
927 ----Tarbolton 936 Irvine Lasses 
149 Elgin 900 Irvine Valley 
974 Elliot Lake 780 Isle of Man 
217 Eskdale 348 Jean Armour (Newton) 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 96 Jedburgh 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 979 Jewel Welfare 
126 Falkirk 947 John Cairney 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 905 Keighley and District 
949 Fir Park Club 784 Kelso 
865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 377 Kilbirnie 

(Cambusbarron) 0 Kilmarnock 
576 Fort Matilda 681 ----Cronies 
403 Fraserburgh 996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 
887 Gainsborough and District 695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 
187 Galashiels 627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
501 Galt 323 Kirkcudbright 
964 Gambia 693 ----Masonic 
982 Garnock 945 Kirklees 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
955 Gartwhinzean 660 Langholm Ladies 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 961 Larkhall 
169 Glasgow Association 925 Lauriston, B.C. 
263 ----Masonic 661 Leamington and Warwick 
897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 548 Leeds Caledonian Society 

Association 461 Leister 
198 Gorebridge 341 Leith 
430 Gourock 861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 366 Liverpool 
116 Greenloaning 360 Lochee 

21 Greenock 831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 
939 Griffin 811 Logangate, Cumnock 
746 Grimsby I London 
952 Guildford 570 ----Clans Association 

33 Haggis 561 London (Ontario) 
152 Hamilton 1002 McQuarrie Fields 
842 Hamilton, Ontario 984 McQuarrie-Stewart 
555 Harrogate 934 Manama 
492 Harrow 822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 
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Aboune them a' 

Mogerley's 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 

DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries In vited 

/RV/NE BURNS CLUB 

Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 28A Eglinton 

Street, Irvine 

(Open Saturday afternoon and by arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil drawing 

of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock 

Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by Charles M. 

Hardie, A .R.S .A., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the Burns 

Mural and many other treasures . 

The Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum is now open and reveals a fascinating 

insight into the history of the Royal Burgh of Irvine. 

Enquiries to: 

William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 75 Bank Street, IRVINE 

Telephone: Irvine 74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 

Steward: David Smith (Telephone: Irvine 74511) 



No. No. 

992 Marchbank 808 Pontefract 
862 Market Rasen and District 688 Poosie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 

Scottish Association 212 Portobello 
350 Markinch 772 Prestwick 
870 Massachusetts 962 Pretoria 
310 Mauchline 585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
726 Melbourne 472 Renfrewshire Association 
874 Melbourne Masonic 720 Retford 
637 Millheugh 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
626 Moffat and District 743 Romford Scottish Association 
841 Montreal Robart Bums Assoc. 926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 
983 Montreal General Hospital 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 
242 Montrose 454 Rotherham 
494 Motherwell United Services 9 Royalty 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik 881 Rugeley and District 
1001 Mystic Pipe Band 642 Rutherglen 
956 Nantwich 13 St. Andrew's Bums Club 
74 National Memorial 834 St. Andrew's Society 

500 NewCumnock (Altrincham, Sale and District) 
985 New Galloway 727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denmark 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 
329 Newark 470 St. Giles, Elgin 
133 Newarthill 220 St. Louis 
199 New battle 973 Salsburgh 
293 Newcraighall 948 Saltcoats 
902 Newmarket 941 San Diego 
954 Newton, Ayr 68 Sandyford 
980 Niagara 629 Sanquhar 
124 Ninety 426 Sauchie 
563 Norfolk 551 Scarborough 
893 North Bay, Ontario 314 Scottish (Edin.) 
971 North Berwick 917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 924 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries) 
745 Northumberland and Durham 405 Sheffield 

Caledonian Society 896 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 589 Sol way 

17 Nottingham 965 South Australia 
777 Nuneaton 530 Southern Scottish Counties 
346 Oak bank 860 Southland B.C., New Zealand 
932 Old Manor Bums Club 50 Stirling 
919 Orange and District 824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
880 Otley and District Perth Association 
957 Ottawa 458 Stonehaven 
748 Ouplaymuir 907 Stonehouse 
48 Paisley 683 Stratford upon Avon 
72 Partick 889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 

940 Pembrokeshire 42 Stratheam 
26 Perth 723 Strathpeffer 

511 Perth (West Astralia) 89 Sunderland 
336 Peterhead 759 Sunderland and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. 444 Swansea 
284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 632 Symington 
721 Plymouth 791 Swindon Caledonian Society 
535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 810 Thirty Seven Bums Club 
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A. CARSON CLARK FRGS 
Scotia Maps- Mapsellers, 

173 Canongate, The Royal Mile, 

EDINBURGH EH8 8BN 

For fine quality antique maps of all 

parts of the world, buy from a 

specialist map dealer with a wide 

experience in both LONDON and 

EDINBURGH. A. Carson Clark has 

returned to running his own family 

business and he will be pleased to 

hear from beginner collectors and 

collectors of long experience, in

stitutions or libraries throughout the 

world. 
Catalogues issued 

Write to 
A. Carson Clark FRGS, 
72 Seaward Avenue, 

BOURNEMOUTH BH6 3SH 
Enquiries or appointment 

telephone 0202 424480 
or 031-556 4710 

G. B. WILSON & SON 
(LEATHERWORKERS) LTD 

DEERSKIN GOODS, 

LEATHER GOODS 

and HORNWARE 

handcmfted by skilled craftsmen in our 

Workshops at the 

OLD POST OFFICE, PITLOCHRY 

(Down the lane beside the 
pedestrian crossing) 

Tel. Pitlochry (0796) 2327 

RETAIL SHOP: 

128 ATHOLL ROAD. PITLOCHRY 
(Under the Arcade) 

"'~ 
THE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 

· Q Bagpipe and Kilt Makers Highland Outfitters Knitwear Manufacturers 

.. , - HUGH MACPHERSON (SCOTLAND) LTD. 

~~~. ~· 17 WEST MAITLAND STREET, HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH 

~ EH12 5EA (Western continuation of Princes Street) . 

!f!ll Phone: 031-225 4008-9 24hr Answering Service 

EdcathlRI 
Bagpipes, Kilts. Tartan Skirts, Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Band Drums and all Accessories. Highland 

Dress for Day and Evening Wear. Pipe Band Uniforms, Evening Sashes. Dance Pumps, Tartan Travel 

Rugs, Mohair Stoles and Scarves. Clan Plaques. Knitwear, Tartan Hose. 

Fast Delivery-Price Lists by Return. 

'The Wandering Highlander' the fascinating autobiography of Hugh Macpherson, 200 pages. 18 

pictures. 18 chapters. A must for all Scots at home and abroad. Canada 10 dollars, USA, 10 dollars 

both inc. air post. Home £2.50 inc. p. & p. (In aid of Research into Kidney Diseases.) 



No. No. 

7 Thisle (Glasgow) 436 Walney Ladies 
754 Thornton Cleveleys 296 Walsall 
740 Thorntree 968 Warrnambool 
958 Toledo 975 West Australia 
935 Torbrex, Stirling 664 West Kilbride 
710 Toronto 895 Westerton Arms 
612 Torrance Masonic 753 Westmorland St. Andrew's 
813 Tranent '25' 930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
274 Troon 392 Whifflet 
920 Trysting Thorn 1003 Whiteadder 
679 Tullibody and Cambus 236 Whitehaven 
698 Turri ff 536 Whithorn 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 696 Whitley Bay and District 
237 Uddingston Masonic 730 Wigtown 

1000 United Glass 977 Whyalla 
888 Vancouver 197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Society 890 Wollongong 
443 Victoria Burns Club 553 Wolverhampton 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
763 Wakefield 718 York St. Andrew Society 
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